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Need for definition of Swa-raj.

Anmong the other items of husiness and proposals for vesolutions which
could not be disposed of by the All-India Congress Commit{ve, during its three
Jdave sittings in Bombay, on the 25th, 2h awd 30th Fulv, 1921, but were
referved to the Workine Commitice for disposal, there was one was with recapd
to the need for some little definition of Swuraj,

Some mewbers were anxions that the subjeet <hould be dizenssed i
deeided on early.  But they were advised that the Comnmittee would not have
time to spare, from other more immediately wrgent and practieal hasiness, for
the large amount of dizenssion that the matter mvolved. and also that it should

be discussed in the public press first,

The settlement of fundamental prineiples i the fiest and most urgent and
most practical business of all great public movements, as sad experience of other
movements shows, and time and trouble stinted from sueh settlement in the
beginning, mean much more time and trouble wasted afterwards, The Immense
advance made by the conntey, under the lnspiration of Mahatma Gandhi in
purification of heart, m courage of eonvietion, in peaceful. denified, undefending
resistance of wrong and shaming of the soul of the wrong-doers—=uhix advance,
imdispensably necessary to the snceess of the Conwress movement, requires
more and more to be steadied and confirmed aud protected avainst back-<liding,
by a elearer vision of the goal, u clearer knowlesdge of the aiin that the conntry
1s striving to achieve.  What has boen gained by the people’s heart should be
safeguarded from loss, by the people’™ head: the clearer their conviction, the
greater their courawe; knowledge and aspivation, sownd prineiples and noble
sentiments, elear iWleas and generous emotions, act and re-aet on and help cach
other,

These members were therefore ansions that a preliminary delinition of
Swaraj should not be delayved lonwer, seeing that =even months had passed

already since the revised Croed was adopted hy the Congress,

But in deferenee to the advice reecived, they agreed \\'inm_;l'\ that the

Co - Lot iy g . . .

matter should go to the Workine Commities, and tant it mesaiwhile, (s
should be discussed in the publie press, as ot i T

The pl‘()]:oso(] resolution 1« therelore ;:'1‘.," SER A Caa ey W o

explanatory comments thereon, and discussip i . Lot U v
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THE PROPOSED BESOLUTION,

1. Whereas the desire is felt egrowingly by many workere of the Indian
National Congress that the wmeaning of the word Swaraj o mentioned, Imt Teft
nndetined, in the Creed adopted by the Congress at its Tast Ses<ton 1N N:l‘.‘.‘l””‘)-
should now reeeive some definition,

2. And whereas our eonstitutional, lewitimate, and non-violent stragale for
n chance from the present radieally wrong svstem of government to richteous
one, is being rapidly foreed to a head by the poliey of violent and eruel
vepression which is heing followed by the party now in power and oflice: that
party heing devoted to the ruthless serviee of short-sightedly seltish hureaneratie
and eapitalistic intevests (as in Booland - and  tending, by its tap-heavy, self-

u

agerandising, mercenary., andd militarist methods, to bring about the otter

enslavement and eradual vuin of all other elisses and imterests,

3. And whereas. in view of this fact, it is desivable fhat all the workers of
the Conuress should have a elear notion of what it is that they are ~tviving for,

and, hence, a firm faith that it is worth sufferine for,

1. And whereas sueh elearer definition of Swaraj will help toabate the many
misunderstandings and wrong notions now atloat - the country. ax to the
nature of that Swaraj,

5. And whereas it is desirable that our opponents, the party now in power
and office, shonld also know what it is that we want, <o f!“'t‘ they .‘””.‘ e able
to examine their minds and consult their conseiences in the light of {hat

knowledge, and so have a chance of accepting our views,

6. And whereas it s desirable that all concerned shauld have ready bhefore
their minds, the broad outlines of 2 workable ~elieme when the ehiagae from t‘\u
present system to the Swaraj svstem eomss, lest at that 'time the change fin
the people unprepared on {he construetive side, and okl mistakes be vepeated, or
even, the whole country (rift into temporary anachy.

7. And whereas it is desirable to make it clear that while the eleetive prinei
ple is an essential and integral part of Swaraj, yet we do not want a bl imita
tion of the Parliamentary system and methods of election of Enoland, whieh bav
not diminished the om'ru'[:ti.um of place, powor, wealth, and milit:u-ist-. and navalis
ambitions; which have heen proved tobe failires, so far, by pesults in vespeet ¢
securing the gencral conteutment and peaee and happiness of even the people u
Great Britain and Iveland: which have |-mph:i<?w| ad embittered elass-difference:
promnted extremes of wealth ani poverty. and ereated a0 hateed bot\\"Ce
Capital and Tabor that ix pregnant with disaster: and which, in <ome essential:
ard entirely foreign to the genius and traditions of India and the Indian people.

-
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Thergfore, pending fuller and morve authoritative definition by the Congress
at its next session, be it eso/red by the All-India Congress Committee, by
virtue of the powers entrusted to it by Art. XXI of the Congress Constitution,
ax adopted at the Nagpur Congress, 1920,

That the Swaraj mentioned in the Creed of the Congress includes, as its
essential and iutegral factors, the following main prineiples :—

(s:) All legistators shall be elected, as also all heads of governmental depart-
ments; they shall be men and women who have retired from aetive competitive
profession or Lusiness of bread-winning or money-making, and who are not
representative of any particular interest, but are disinterestedly and wisely bene-
volent towards all interests and are elécted by the trust of the people without
any canvassing. ’

(M Legislative and executive functions shall not be combined in the saine
prerson; nor judicial and exceutive.

(¢) Legislators and heads of government departments shall not receive any
salary or cash remuneration for their work, but shall be provided with all
requisites necessary for the due discharge of their duties, and shall be paid all
out-of-pocket expenses incurred for such discharge, and they shall have
precedence over all salaried office-bearers, in the warrants of precedence regulat-
ing publie functions,

(d)  Men and women with full expetience of work in the educational, adminis-

trative (including landholding and military ), commercial, agricultural, and

industrial departments of the communal life, and especially percons versed in the
knnux\"](!(lg:;'e of the 1)s5:c]1010;_','|(~:11 and physiological nature of the human being,
and in history, politics and economies, and also honored and tr
egeneral publie for their upright life, shall be

bodies.

usted by the
given places in the legislative

(¢) The eclected legislature shall make laws as nceded, lor ;;ilidiug all
departments of the communal life and <hall have full control over all depart-

ments _Of the governmental exeentive and other administration, whicl shall all be
=ubordinate and responsible to the legislature,

(£) Subject to the above priuciples, Indin's

Lo , . Swaraj may be within an Indo-
British  Federation or Commonwealth wher

§ ein the llead of the Exeentive,
( Governor-General or Viceroy ) may be a member of the British Royal family
or such other person ax the King of Great Britain may nominate: a,n(l~

(?—I) In that case, the British People shall receive *
h'om- the Indiay People in all dealings  with
possible without sertous logs fo I

Favored Nation” treatment
other people w0 far as may be
i and in- the appointment of foreign experty
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for service in the various departments of administration, persons of  British
extraction shall yecvive preference, when all other consider

ations and qualifications
are equal.

I
Why the definition of Swa-raj should not be delayed further.

Paras (1) to (7) of the proposed resobition give reasons why it is degjr- -

able to define Swaraj; and paras (a) to () endeavour to define it., the first
five In terms of hasie working principles, and the last two in terms of a
particular and important detail. '

(1) and (6). That the decire has been present all along i the mingd of
the public, is evidenced by the faet that, at the Nagpur Session iteelf, proposals
were made to qualify Swaraj by the adjective = democratie.”” That the desjre
18 growing. is evidenced by the repeated queries in the papers, and by the fact
that Malatma Gandhi himsell hax had to say, from time to time, in reply to
such queries, what Swaraj means,  Ho has said, for instance, that his own
ideal i a spiritual Swaraj (implving an individual life of the utmost self-
control and the fewest possihle wants; and a communal life of primitive
siplicity, as indicated in his book on fadius Home fufle): agamn, that Le
knows that would not satisfy the many, and that control over the Police. the
Military, the Judiciary, the Finance, ete. would meau Swuraj; again (to the
Parsi community) that the British Parliamentary svstem would amount to
Swaraj; again (tn. other al‘l(ll(‘ll(‘t‘.\'> that it is Rama-raj, or Dharma-raj; and,
yet more recently, in the f{indr Nawa<jiwan, he hns repeated these ideas in
other words, adding others in terms which mention the wood Truits of Swa-raj
rather than define itx naturc and manner. No doubt. all these are reconeilable
with the help of some explanations. qualilications, and reservations But
these requive to he pat forward. and. the manner, the nature, of Swa-raj
requires to be stated as well as the blessings to vesult therefrom. There
might have been good reasons for postponing the subjeet at the Nagpur
Congress.  An obvious oue was the lack of time for threshing it out. But
there is not sullicient roason for indefinite further postponement,

SouEFOBIECTIONS,

Let us examine some ohjections.  Sowe ask, ** Who are we to settle the
meaning of Swaraj? Ifow do we know that those who come after us will Jike
what we may lay down in thix behalf ¥ Should we not leave it to thew to

decide for themselves” Ts it uot enough that we achicve Swaraj "

It is not easy to.understand this attitude. The counter-questions come
up in the mind, “ Who are we to try for Swarajat all ¥ lHow do we know

(5)

that those who come after us will like Swaraj? Should we not to leave
it to them to decide for themselves, and they to their next generation, and
that to its next, ad fnfinitum? Is it not enough that we mind our own
private business now?” The point is this. When we use the word Swaraj,
when we make it the objective of the Congress Creed, do we use the word
with a meaning, or without? If with, then let us make just that meaning
tolerably clear, and put it down in black and white. If without, if our
business is the good sport of trying to cateh the word Swaraj first, and
then trying to put a meantny into it afterwards, then, of course, there is
nothing more to «ay.

But, perhaps, when people say that the definition of Swaraj should be
postponed till after Swaraj has been achieved, or left to those who come after,
probably what they mean is that the detarls of the form of government should
be so left. But that is a matter of course. The details must be so left; and the
very purpose of a living legislation is to change and modify such details, from
time to time, as necessary. But the basic grincijles, the general outlines of
that form, should be decided on, in good time, beforehand, by those who
initiate the great change. If they shirk this duty; serious trouble will arise
later. The historical Magna Chartas, the Declarations of Independence, the
Proclamations, the Rescripts, the Edicts, of the various sovereigns, nations
and povernments. all endeavour to anuounee such fundamental prineiples,
aceording to their lights. And the sounder, the more comprehensive, the more
far-seeing the principles uttered by any one of these, thesonger-lasting and the
smoother-working the system that developes thereout.

“Another objection. Some think that if a discussion once begins en this
subject, there will be no end; there may be serious splits, and the whole move-
ment may come to grief. »

This seems to be a peculiarly dangerous position to adopt, a position
of very false security. It means that we know and feel that there is no real
and intelli ent unity and unanimity over even the essentials, and that we are
held together by a mere meaningless shibboleth. If the apprehension of dis-
sensions be so great now, when there is comparative leisure for quiet exchange
of views, and when there is no patent apple of discord, in the shape of power
and place and preference, how much greater, how far more serious, will be the
danger of internecine conflict, should “the power to do as we please,” * self-
government,” ¢ self-determipation,” (all very vague phraées, meaning very
different things in different mouths, as past and current history shows),
come suddenly to the Indian people, and the need to start work should brook
no delay for thinking out schemes,and the temptations of honor and power
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and high salaries and monopolies should nfuse perverse motives, bitter animus,
and acute jealousies, into such hurried conversations as may be indispen=able.
Rival factions endeavouring to tear down one another, and temporary anavchy,
are almost certair, if. at such a time, the workers are not ready propaved -with
the broad outlines of a workable scheme, the essential prineiples of which have
been generally agreed on beforchand, after due deliberation.

Sour CUrRENT MISUNDERSTANDINGS,

(2)(3) and (). Besides the different things which different thinking persons
now understand by the term Swaraj, for various plausible though debatable
reasons, there are some positive misunderstandings also eurrent in the minds of
those who do not bother to think, or ave highly prejudiced. And these misunder-
standings are causing very wischicvous antogonisms hetween important classes
of the community on the ono hand, and, on the other, are setting against
the Congress (reed, xome important and powerful sections. who, il assured
that Swaraj would not involve wholesale destruetion of their interests, might
be willing to help the cause. 'Thus, hete and there, some agriculturists suppose
that all land rent will be at once abolished; some tax payers. that no more taxes
of any kind will have to be paid; some debtors. that they will not be required
to repay; some persons who have lost their lands by action of the law, or whose
ancestors lost them iu the turmoils of the Sepoy War, that such lands will be
restored to them; some imagine that all sale ani purchase will cease, and that
every body will be able to take ur do what he likes; many English and also
some Judian persons apparently imagine that it necessarily implies the expul-
sion of every English person from Tudia; some think it means the partition of
what is now British India, between Muslim Nawabs or Hindu Rajas or both,
with their utter autoeracy and irresponsibility towards the people, (and, at much
present, generally, their xervility to the British Resident or Agent, and their
worse misgovernment than that of British India, with exceptions ). And xo on.

Tier GovVERNMENT OF Ixnia’s Poriey or Reprressiow,

In the meanwhile, the oxisting Government’s repressive policy is be-
coming more and more ruthless and virulent, many sincere, high-spirited,
true-hearted men are being sent to jail, though what they have really
done is only to tell the truth and point out to the people the way of
peacefully, non-violently, remedying the wrongs inﬂi?te"d on them by the
shortsighted mammonist Government; and in these jails, it would appear
from reports, the medieval methods of trying to break the spirit by break-
ing the body, are now and then adopted, over and alove the customary
shortage and bad quality of focd and  dirtincss of clothing  due to the

(7))

perennial peculations of the jail officials (to investigate whicl, among other
things, a Commission was appointed by the Government, some time ago,
which the usual rvesults in pompous and inane recommendations ), and .the
covsideration, usually extended to political prisoners in civilised ecountries,
is denied, except perhaps in special cases.

Tue UrgeExT NEED To REMOVE THE MISUNDERSTANDINGS,

Under such circumstances, when the Congress Creed and the Congress
movement have spread into the so-called masses. it is very desirable to
make it tolerably clear to the world, what it is that the Congress
understands by Swaraj: so that false notions, false hopes. false fears, and
groundless antagonisms, may be dissipated, on the one hand, and, on the
other, those who have to suffer, may know distinetly what it is they are
suffering for. and may feel strongly that it is worth suffering for, and
an derive strength in their moments of weakness,

Ovi OrvoxNeNts, THE Pavty v Powkr.

(5). The existing Government is referred to as “our opponents, the
parts now in power and oftice.” This may not be techuically correet; but it is
done purposely. The gentlemen who compose the heart and essence of what
is known as the Government of India, very probably regard themselves
(judging by their acts) as a “body of conquerers in military oecupation
of the country”; and they very probably, and very naturally, though not
properly . tend to forget the ( unconsciously ¢ self-determining” ) help
given by the Indian people in the establishment of the British in India,
(to be peace-makers and sincere friends and helpers, as then hoped and believed,
and scornful rack-renters, sweaters, and exploiters, as now turns out), and
to remember more and more exclusively the part played by British soldiers
therein.  As a consequence, they, (and also these on whom the reflection
of their power and authority has fallen ), naturally regard attempts by
the people, to bring about a change n the system, however peacefully,
however non-violently, however constitutionally, as disaffection, disloyalty,
sedition, ete., intended to displace them violently. (An elective Indian
Minister is reported to have said, **\Ve must suppregs Non-Co-Operation
at all costs "—just to illustrate how reflected glory hypnotises ).  Now, if
we diligently proclaim that we regard them, not as ¢ millitary oceapants,
to be displaced violently™, but only as ¢ the parky in power and office,
to be replaced peacefully ” (as is done in England )» by another party,
holding other views, as to the system of administration that is most beu;a;
ficial to the country, then there is a likelihood that the bitterness, now felt



( 8)

against the N.-C.-O. movement by “the party in power and office.” may
be gradually and at least partially allayed, their mind made more amenable
to reason and to the sense of justice. and all the conditions made move
favourable for ¢ negotiations.”

Tur Evits or THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM OF Swanrad,

7. Tt seems that most Congress workers of the Nationalist party
understand, more or less vaguely and implieitly. by Swaraj, the British
Parliamentary system and methods of olection; as also, perhaps, do the
members of the Moderate-Liberal party and the ofticials ( who all, it should -
he borne in mind, recognise Swaraj as the legitimate goal of India—as
f.1.,, in the public pronounce ments of the Indian Secretary of State, an :
of the King himself—though at an indefinitely  greater distance in time
and along very different lines and qualities of effort ). Yet that system
and those methods have on the whole no greator virtues than the-system
and method now prevailing bere. Many thinkers feel that system and
those methods to be an utter failure. The ferment, in the West, of the.
many movements, of Socialism, Anarchism, Collectivism, Communism, Synd-
iealism, Guild-Socialism, Bolshevism, ( each more defective and dungerouﬂd
than the others, each morc discordant with human psychology than the
others, except perhaps Guild-Socialism ), and the Great European War itaelf
and its increasingly ovil consequences, are all patent proofs of the'gross
failure of the British Parliament and its congencrs i}l other .countnen, to
produce healthy, human, social, economical, and political conditions.

Some of us are therefore very anxious that while. wo Are tryn;icl‘:&::
to get rid of what has been ecalled slave-mentality (i. e., the ‘ten‘( )eét of
slavishly imitate the West and to regard its ways as the best) in resj

. qe s life~——we
the other aspects and departments of the individual and communal

1Imination
. the very climax and cu .
are very anxious that we thould not suffer fro:itica\ department of our life.

of that *slave-mentality ™ in respect of the p
Swa-deshi in other respects; let us

Ve are endeavouring to become C e s .
Wo are o - Swa-deshi in this, which is, at the

take very great care to be genuiuely ! ’
moment, more important than all other respects. | |

The concentrabion of all wealth and power and honor in .t:!'e \andf
of a more and more centralised and selfish hierarchy of bureaucratism czml.
capitalism ; tl}e abuse of that power for causing & more and more ]u.neql.m
distribution of the necessaries of life, and for the ever ';,rr.eater exploitation
and enslavement and reduction to helplessness, of 1';ho. nillions of the weak
and the poor, by a comparative handful o'f' th.e rich M'ld the stron'g;‘ the
prostitution of science to the service of militarism-navalism and capitalism+

(9 )

fnammonizm—these have grown up in the West, side by side, with the
varieties of the Parliamentary system, as mutual cause and effect, by
action and reaction.

We have very ample first instalments of these same things here.
And for the same reasons. For though India is governed by ‘the Govern-
ment of India,” this latter is the creation of, and ix governed by, the
Parliament of England, which is the dutiful agent and handmaiden of
the capitalist and landed interests of that country. The form in which
we have these growing evils here, now, may be somewhat different from
that which they show in the West, Here, the form is, primarily, not that
of capitalist rersus laborer as there, but that of the bureaucracy versvs the
people (including rich and poor, but excepting of course such of the rich
and the poor as deliberately make themselves subservient to the bureaucracy
for the sake of self-aggrandisement — for while English ca.pitalists and aristo-
crats are the maxiers of the Parliament and the bureaucracy, Indian land-
holders, princes, and capitalists are the servants of these, because they belong
to a subject i. ¢. ‘down-thrown’ race). The secondary form of those evils,
here, is that of the conflict between the rich and the poor; and this, though
daily increasing in acuteness under the influence of the West, continues
to be mitigated as yet, by the still persisting remnants of the old customs
and ftraditions as to “biradari” and “bhai-chara” and brotherhood and
the duty of supporting poor relations (gone to a wrong extreme in their
own way ). But if we import the Parliamentary system direet and whole.
sale, then, at loast some of ux fear greatly, we shall import with them
the corresponding abuses and horrors in a more virulent form than they
possess there.  Imported epidemics rage wmore fiercely in fresh fields.

Such are the principal reasons for avoiding all further delay in making
onr minds clear to ourselves and to all concerned, as to what it i that
we want when we wunt Swaraj. )

_ 111
The Essential Features of the Swaraj that is Needed.

Paras (a) to (¢) mention the main points of the significance which, it is
suggested in the proposed resolution, should be authoritatively attached to the
word Swaraj by the Congress, or by its representative, the All-India Congress
Jommittee, or by the Working Committee of the latter.

THE Viran TvporTaNcE or A Prry ano WisE LEGISLATURE.

(a) to (d). The welfare of Society depends upon its proper scientific orga-

1sation,  Organisation means division of funetions. That means assignment of
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legislation, the making of laws. The welfare of Society therefore depends
u;ou good laws. Good laws are those which, when they give a righ! to an

individual or a group, at the same ime impose a balancing and appropriate ;
duly also upon that same individual or group, in accordance with his or 1ts

rights-and-duties to each individual or group of individuals. T'his is doue by ,i,
1
A

¥

psycho-physical constitution aud natural funetion. Sich laws can be made
only by wise legislators. Wisdom meanx science plus ben'evo'lencc, knowledge;
(especially of human nature in all its main aspeets. amd in its grcnt.nesses.
well as its failings) conjoined with love of hnmanity, an earnest, active, wislk
for the well-being of all classes of it. It means intellcctual fitness and, eve
more, ethical fitness. in the legislator; the far-seeing head, and, even mo

the patriarchal heart.

Tug 1sskNrtiat, Nvrtre oF TRUE Swanag,

Swaraj means * Self-government.”  But there aie two selves in every}
individual, as well as in every Society or Nation; a I\i.;_rher self and a lower:
gelf; a selfish self and an altruistic self’; the elements of virtue and the element L
of vice. Government by the higher self ounly is true self-government, Uoverl.l-;‘
ment by the lower self is the same thing as government by another; for this
lower ;elf is the worst of foreign tyrants; and all forcign government is., tf
necessity, bad, and either frankly or hypocritically tyrannical, because it 18
government by a seltish self.
is no substitute for ~elf-government.

ment, is the only good government; and no other can be so good or any good.

But if government, by the lower self of a nation, over its hlgher el :

could also be called self-government, then the saying would certainl y not be true.
Government of one race, or nation, or class, by another race, or nation, or class,
which keeps itself apart, socially and biologically, can nfvte; bet };g:vernment
by the higher self, however mueh it may pret.en('l to be suc ); .or‘ " governor
does not identify himself with the higher relf of the governed, in reality, and so
remains at most a lower and most seltish self, a pretended self, and therefore,

indeed, doubly dangerous and mischievous.
' ¢ Self-government, true Swatai, means, them o secure the
Self-

To secure tru

rovernment of a people by its : ) L
f:n‘l wisdom of head and heart in its legislators by wise election. And thix is the

first, most urgent, and most vitally important work, for every Society that
9

dotires its own * welfare,” that wishes to kecp * well”” and “ whole,” truly

L1}
i weal-thy ” and ¢ heal-thy.

The snying is often quoted that good governmentj]
The element of truth in thesaying is that

government by the highes self, over the lower gelf, is the best possible govern-"

J-y

own higher self; and that meavs, to ensure purity,

( 11 )
Tur Besr Way o skcurE Goop LiEGistaions.,

Obvicusly it ix not possible for human beings to abolish all evil from the
Universe, when the Mystei v at the Hetrt of that Universe has permitted Evil
a place therein. But we can endeavour to minimise it in given times, places,
and circumstances.

In the ease of the legislator, the nearest and most likely way to secure the
needed qualifications, namely knowledge and philanthrophy, and the third
subsidiary but also indispensable (ualification of sufficient leisure ; the way
which ix also most in accord with the individuality and the genins of the Indian
people, seems to be this. Only such persons <h nld be eleeted to the office of
legislator as cccupy, towards the general public, the position that parents,
elders, patriarchs, occupy towards their families; who do not take from them,
but only give; .who are no longer engaged in any eompetitive, bread-winning,
or money-making profession or business, but have “retired,” not too late in life,
but with mental energy unexhausted, after gathering full experience of human
affairs in some one walk of life; who are maintaived on thewr own savings,
direetly, or in the shape of “pensions” from their families or friends for whom
they have worked in their prime, and to whose new chief or representative
they have handed over the business; who will not canvass for their own olection,
but will take up the burden of office only on pressing request and solicitation
by the public; who will not take any cash salary or remuneration from publie
funds for legislative work ; whose life now is almost like that of Vana-prasthas,
Sadhus and Faqirs; and who possess the respectfnl or even the reverent trust
of the public in matters political, such as is possessed in India by genuine
asecetics in matters spiritual. ”

The outlook upon life, of such a person, would, so far as is hamanly possi-
ble, be untainted by selfish ambitions or class-biases; he would have the needed
leisure, as well as the needed ripe experience of human affairs ; his passions
would be spent, or so weakened as to he under control ; his powers of thinking
un-impaired, and possibly improved ; he would be possessed of the conditions
that are favourable to philanthropy and to the dispassionate judging of the
due proportion that the various classes and interests which malke up the Organie
Social Whole, should bear to each other, in order to make possible and promote
the healthy functioning of all; and he would have no personal interest of hig
own to serve, except perhaps that of continuing to deserve the trust and honor
of the public, by beneficent legislation, so long as he is compelled by the soli-
citation of that public to bear the burden of office.

Tre Usvar Quarity or Mobery LEGISLATURES.
Compare this picture of a legislature composed of such grave and raverend
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seig neurs, with the existing Councils of the East and of the West, Englaud
and India, led by men, pushful, a
galaries, hungry for the scnsations of *high
recorded in the dailies; clever and cunning inste
tongue, or even morely smart and  Hlippant, insteal of
sighted of judgment; self-complacent, arrogant, m.lscrupu : .
chameleonic, bullying and flattering by taros, hypoeritieal mostly, diplomatie
in ona word, instead of philanthropic; not ashamed to win for thei.r ('f?untry,
from their nearest neighbours, such characterisations as Perfide Albivn, instead
swelling with notions of their own personal and

guressive, grasping of power, greedy of large '*
life," ambitious to have their dinners 4
ad of wise; brilliant and glib of

sober and fare
lous, opportunist,

of “a righteous nation’’; ' ;
oflicial ( anl, in India , when white. then also national and raeial ) prestige,

. , Lo ] servants they are
instad of recognising the prestige of the people whose paid servants they ares

and, in private life, often very different from <aints-—which, fndeed, is the very
’ B

canse of all their mal-administration of human affaies,

. . . ) T
[xpia’s TraprrioNan Toeausvw ox Law ano Porrries,

Whatover the other nations and countries may want. the deepest heart

of India has always wantel and conbinnes to want, genuine sadhus and faquesy

o et Lo dlatn i

saints and sazes. for, legislators.

Is this impossible idealism ? But all her ancient law-givers have boef\.
not kings and courtiers and eibinets, as a lact, 18 it

Y

Rishis, sints and sages,
not? Who are the authors of her Smritis*  The legislators of Islam too have

been prophets and saints. The recognition of them as saints and the acceptance

of their laws, by the publie, is their *“election " in the old way. ;
¢ practieal.

&

If it is all impossible idealism, then what about that liviu‘jv;
caders, Mahatma Gandhi? What about his venerated.
predecessors, Lokamanya Pilak, and Gokhale, Chief Sorvant of India? And

could not a fair number of others also be named, living leadtn;s, whose long.
if late, renuncintions are almost

mystic’ and leader of |

continued sacrifices for the conntry, ov great, o
equally noteworthy, and who would como into the same rank, 1f they ounly h

a stronger touch of asceticism and of that yearning tenderncss of feeling for
And are there not a good many workers

the qualifications mentioned, and would
.established that is nceded for
a strong, wilde-spread, and
such men are wanted in the

humanity which marks the saints ?
of the second rank, who como near ual
develope them in full, once the atmosphere 13 re
their proper growth, the atmosphere, namecly, of
insistently expressed public opiniou that only
legislature ?

The courageous saffering of long imprisonm '
cheerfully accepted by school-boys, on the one hand, and hy Sirdars, Maulanas,

euts and transportations,

( 13 )

Sadhus and Sanyasis, shop-keepers and zamindars, highly educated editors of
journals and illiterate tillers of the soil alike, on the other, by hundreds, for
the great offence of telling “the true causes of the present discontents,” to
the public and to the government of the day, uuflinchingly—{at times in strong
language, without which attention is not received, and which therefore has
not always recounted those great defects of the Indian people themselves,
which have made their exploitation by others possible, and the persistent
recognition of which would engender a just humility, giving a more
Judicial tone to the language, and a truer direction and a greater
firmness to the resolve of Swaraj)—this outburst of self-sacrifieing idéalism,
so rapidly evoked by the earnest-minded, sincere-hearted and philanthropie
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, makes the hope, that ‘ideal’ legislators

can and will be produced in sufficient numbers by ths same motherland,
not so very impossible.

m Al r g 3v ™ 1 Al
PMue Us-rracricanrey or WESTERN Pracricatisu.

It is not impossible idealism at all, but most practical. What is
really unpractical and impossible to keep up for long, is “the too fast pace,”
‘* the rake’s progress,” of modern Western Civilisation with its excesses of
mammonism and militarism-navalism, Is any idealism, possible or impossible
worse than the practicalism and realism which have brought about the Grea,;
War and its consequonces ¥

Eight (or, by a U.S.A. estimate, thirteen ) millions of able-bodied
useful men slaughtered on the battle-fields and in the trenches; as many more
at least, mangled, maimed, and mutilated for life; many more millions of,
%mmau beinge perished, and perishing, in many eountr{es, of famine and
influenza and war-fever, fostered by the dire lack of necessaries among the
poorer people, caused by the the all-devouring demands of the mad war; national
debts swollen to the fantastic total of forty thousand millions of pounds and
more, bearing two thousand millions of pounds or more as annual interest, when
there are not two thousand millions of pounds in cash coin, altogether, in all the
!:rea.suries of all the countries of the world ; to repay which fantastic loan with
interest to the handful of the serip-holders, the countless millions of the weak
and poor must groan under the lash and labor for many . o
‘subject’ nations and ‘inferior’ races being vampirised and lynched mercilessly:
snd. yet the affairs of almost all the ‘superior’ and ‘civilised’ and ‘rulil: y”
nations, even the ‘victorious’ ones, in inextricable confusion like the h o
of ba.nlfrupt gamblers and insolvent drunkardg—¢ O ye Se’ribes and Phari
hypocrlte.s, und blind ! that loudly lay the blame on one another, but “Seei’;
equally sinful; that, ‘believiug your own lies’, mistake fever for’ energ;r?a:d

b ol

generations to come;

ouseholds
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insane over-production and =lavery to your own huge mmrhin.er_); for inu|ll-‘tl'lﬂl.
capacity and mechanieal skill ; that see not that your ‘e,.\pamsmn means congest
tion and lack of eonsumption and trespass upon your nmf_:hbout's and (.:onsoqlf(?nd
economic and military wars over and over again—is all this. misory of .nm.nkltl;‘
that ye have Lrought about already, is this your practnca?nsm, or }s |ch- :
idealism of homicidal mania ? What worse have the Bolshevistx done *  Wha
face have you to jeer and jibe at idealism ?  But. [)('I".I:lpﬂ vou o Ko to (lrow:
the pricks and protests of your feeble but not yet t|l'llt‘(‘ dead (?onsclenc'e:l .anb
to throw dust into simple folk’s eyes, and with profuse use of (-atch\\lo s ng
confuse their mind and divert their attention from Q\:om' ow'n areat sing, &
thus make .f,urther ’ol)lTOrtnnit-i(-,s fm‘)t!m"i'n(l‘ul‘;.;el'lcc \oll ::(::rs:;c:s;n“‘ —_—
“Verily, the Seribes and the Pharisees sit . Mose » y e
heavy burdens and grievous to be borne. and lay .thom on men’s shol'l (:h‘
'l.‘he): make more and more fashionable lthe ent o'f their gm'mn.nts n.n;l lol\etin
uppermost rvooms ab feasts, and the chief seats in the coun(;llﬁ,l an(‘ ;;l[e(; -amgj
in the darbars, and to he called of men. "llV:OOI’. Huzoor, Aln\m.m'].,l ) :ll.lws
Excellency. Excellency, Right Honorable, R.lght llox'mrablc. Miloxd, .““]
Pndishah,vPadishuh, Highness, Highness, Majesty, Ma._|eﬂt._\'. But whosoevml:eld
It himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble lnmsel.f shall be exalted.
o «And woe unto ve, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye 'shu
up the icingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in x::rsel\;e;h::il::\;
suffet ye them that are entering to (;]:o in, I Waoa unt.ol .\f-.o:,ﬂs;::‘ te::: o
iteg ! for ve devour the widows’ hous s, and for a pr e :
22);:: ;te;o comp:,’ss sen and land to make one proselyf.e. one mlxlbi;?;n;:::; 1::
when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of .he D T mithe
Woe unto you that pay tithe of mint and anis» :.md crlmmm. ttm( e
the weightier matters of the rizhteous law, the just judgment, f:l Scrib;s iy
faith ; that strain at & gnat and swallow a camel. Woe fu:;o i: s ond platte
Pimrisees, hypocrites ! for ye make clean the outsu?e o ar: “kep i
but within they are full of extortion and excess: for ye

which indeed appear boautiful ontward. but are within full of des

sepulchres, Even #o0 ve also outwardly appear righteo

¥ all uncleanness.  outs
:‘;‘; sm}:nr:e:m:n:ithin ve are full of hypocrisy ftlul intquity. -
« O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophet:s and-n:t.xns,ha‘
¢ them which are sent unto thee. behold ! xome of f.hefy sn'ster.s in si R
- ot their dcom. Repent thou, and make expiation in time, les ,
;Lr:::l)éor: is left unto thee desolate, or is overturned altogether, so that one sto
i other.” . .
et ‘]‘eg ;;x;:g? and mighty ones of the Earth! wit];h %)lra:rnjs of. a‘,eill;:‘;:e: |
braes, hearts of stone, bowels of silver and gold, and all grasping
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élaws of iron, but feet of feeble friable clay—soften your hard heads and hearts
and hands and bowels in time, and give some of tlieir substance to the feet to
strengthen them, lest their overwhelmimg burden make the clay crumble and
scatber appart, unable to sustain the huge agony any longer, and your whole
super-frame fall headlong and lie prone in the dust,

" That which Providence intended should feed the Human Race for
centuries, that ye would waste in one nights’ wild, foolish, furious and eruel
revel. And perhaps your poets still believe,

“ Better fifty years of Kurope
Than a eycle of Cathay !

“ Vifty years of Kurope like the last eight vears of ‘that same continent ?
Will you not learn the humane lesson of the inhuman war? Will you not
change your minds still ¥

Will you not retrace your steps, aud cease to sneer
at idealism ?

Tracus or Ipmavnisy 1N WesterN Law axp Porirics arso,

Even in the money-mad West, the honorary principle is not unrecog-
nised, though hustled aside by the evil Kali-yuga time-spirit of greed and pride.

Members of Pariisment, except Cabinet Ministers, were not paid in England,
up to a few years ago.

Members of Legislative bodies, except Counecillors and Ministers, are
not paid (except travelling expenses) in India now. But the condition that
they should be men who have retired from business or profession, is not observ-
ed; and the Cabinet Members in England and Couneillors and Ministers in India
bave very large salaries, and all members of Parliament smaller salaries—
all which make a world of difference in thejr outlook upon life,
attitude towards pnblie questions, in their motives,
Laws enacted. by them.

in their
and in the quality of the

The Umeent NEEp or SkparRaTING THE LRGISLATIVE AND THE

Execurive Fuxcrions.

(b).  After legislation comes execution,

After the laws have been nade they
require to be enforeed.

Midway comes the judicial work. India has been crying
forlong aud in vain, for the separation of the judicial and the executive functions.
But the separation of the legislative and the executive functions is far more
necessary, because the combination of the two is mu
In England the salaried Cabinet, the Chief Execut
puarposcs, the Chief Legislative; a

¢h more radically maleficent.
ive, is also, for all practical
nd this is the principal cause of unjust laws,
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(In theory the Prime Minister is unsalaried, but, in practice, he generally tak
one or other salary-carrying portfolio also). The landed aristocrats, the capi- ;
talists, and the barristers deriving their livelihood from and sympathetic to
these, make up practically the whole of the Cabinet. Is it any wonder that .
the laws, and the ever swelling army and navy, subserve these interests mainly, -
that," the glory of the nation™ or “the defence of the nation,” means ‘“the
glory and the defence of the handful that are the masters, the xlave-owners,

of the nation” ? ;

The ancient tradition, the genius, too, of this country, insists on the sepa- ;
ration of the two functions. “The man of thought,” the wise and ascetic man,
the rage and saint, the priest-scientist, should legislate but exercise no executive i
power, “The man of action,” the king, the soldier, the policeman, should ?
execate the law, but exercise no legislative power. When the two functions are
combined, selfish ambition becomes« rampant, and benevolent wisdom has no
chance. When the two are separate, each helps to check any tendency to error
or excess in the other. The same man prince of church and prince of land at

the same time, has generally proved to be a prince of darkness,

These two functions are different by nature; they belong to two different -
temperaments. The business of the man of thought, the man of science, is to
¢ ageertain faots,” to ascertain what conditions, what aliocations of funetions,
what assignments of rights-and-duties, result in the greatest happiness of the
greatest number, and not in the greatest power and glory and ecash of the
smallest number. The business of the man of action is to enforce the fulfil-
ment of these eonditions, the performance of these functions, the exercise of
these rights-and-duties, by all concerned. The two businesses should never be
combined, any more than the judicial and the executive. The legislative and..
judicial functions may be combined, if necessary, (though it ix desirable, ordi-
narily, to keep them apart al<o), because judicial work too is the ascertainment
of facts, the facts of a case and of the law applicable to them.

AXND THE JUDICIAL AND THE ExEcuTivEe Funorions a1so.

That the judicial and the execative temperaments are different, is tacitly
admitted even by the existing Indian governmental system. This is pl“n'i
from the fact that that system bifurcates the 1.C.S. men, after the joint.-magls-
trate stage, into judges on the one hand. and on the other, eollectf)r-mag’»"tl'ates,
commissioners, etc., without inter-transfers between the two lines thereafter,
It is also well known that in normal times, where there is no special reason for
all branches of the Public Service ( by name; but the Public Mastership in fact,
as it has now become in India ) to make common cause agaiust the nnhappy
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people, there is much jealousy and ill will betwoeu these two lines, because the
higher judiciary, in which the public have more faith, often thwarts the
designs of the lower executive. That the two functions should be combined in
the same person, in any office, at any stage, in India, is simply without excuse
or extennation.

Tue FuNerioNs oF THF STATE.

By ancient indigenous tradition, the work of the State, the functions or
duties of the government, fall under four main heads; (a) the right education of
the people, (b) their right protection, (¢) their right sustentation, (d) their
right recreation. Hence we have four main departments, portfolios, or
organisations, viz,, the Educational, the Protectiona), the Economic, and the
Recreational. It is worth while to make a regnlar department of this last.
Panem el circenses, work and play, are equally necessary ; men live not by bread
alone, but also by recreation——of body, by play; and of soul, by prayer and
religion and communion with the Universal Giod hidden within the soul, the
making manifest of Whom within each sonl is the work of the priest-edu-
cationist, a functionary in importance equal with the legislator.

Of course, all four are ever interdependent, though separate, as head, hands.
torso, and feet. Each has many sub-departments, some of which may be regarded
as midway or connective departments.  Thus, public instruction, public morals
and religion, public health, publie justice, ete., 7. ., the work of “the learned
professions,” would come under the first; military, police, jails, ete., under the
seoond ; agriculture, horticulture, sericulture, forests, mines, ea.ttle-breeding,
commerce, finance and revenue, and industries of all kinds, under the third; zoos,
museums, theatres, pageants, circuses, festivals, holidays, art-galleries, music-
halle, parks and gardens, races and gamos ( without betting ), etc., under the
fourth. If it were desired to assign legislation also to one of these four, then,
obviously, it would go under the first. °But it is the business of legislation
to govern and co-ordinate these four main departments and all their multifarious
sob-divisions, iu proper proportion.

The point aimed at by the above 1s that, generally speaking, four different
kinds of temperament are waunted for the proper discharge of the four functions
respectively, viz.; the man of thought, the man of action, the man of desire, and
the artist (varicties of each of the other three, inla seuse, together with the
artisan )—all under the gnidance of the best man of thought, the true seientist-
priest, presbvtor, elder, the lagislator\;’and that these four functions should be
kept apart in four separato pairs of bands, if abuse is to be avoided.

There is & natural jealousy is the humen mind, sgaivst the eombination
of many functious, the coneentration of many rights and powers, in the same
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person.  Thix jealousy, within due limits, is a healthy safeguanl agamst abu
For abuse of rights and powers almost invariably ensues, when a conjunction
many of them makes the discharge of the corresponding duties, tirst burdenso
and theu distasteful, becanse of the growing sensc and taste of power und p
tige, and consequent pride, and finally, also makes the avoidance of such disch !
more and more easv. and check by others more and more difficult and inefféotive.;

But minute and detailed consideration of the various functions whieﬁ%
should he kept apart, is unuecessary at this stage. Tt ix enough it the genoﬂ@
principle i~ recognisel, and the separation of three of the main functions, thet
Legislative, the Exeentive, sind the Judicial, insisted on, as <uggested in park
(b) of the proposed resolution.

; . ,
Tur (3 ey NEEDED IN i Jleans or Execrmive DepserveNes.

fe). A portion of this paragraph has been aleeady dealt with above, viz., tlutﬁ.
relating to the legislators not taking any ensh remuneration or salaries for theit
work. 'They are 7u loco parculix to the people.  They are the elders. The Euglinh:
expressions, ‘eldermen’, *aldermen ', ¢city-fathers', indieate the hish idoals‘
originaliy implied, but now wholly forgotten in practice. and requiring urgently
to be revivifisl. Parents do not receive money-payments from  their ehildren,
in return for helping the latter.  The whole attitude of mind of the lagislator
becomes changed if he takes pay. He becomes professional and mercenary
instead of patriarchal. The attitude which ix appropriate enough in o ')llﬁil)t‘ﬂ!-’
man, a competitive professional householder, becomex degrading in a ‘rotired
well-wisher of the people. Hix only remuneration, which—though he may not,
cannot, ask for it, yet—should he paid to him diligently by others, to.give him
the strength of heart, the encourngement. neeessary for the proper discharge of
his duty, is honor, deference. mark of trust.

For similar reasons, the 4eads of all governmental executive depariments
also should be of the same (uality as the legislators, in respect of heing “rotired™
and * honorary,” to make humanly sure that at the hom!-fmd-hnart of cvery
such department., there i 'no selfishness. no personal ambition, Imt only  the
benevolent wish for the well-heing of the whole.

Such honorary workers would be given precedence over the salnried. as »
matter of course,

FrrerioN or UTxserrisd KNOWLEDGE AND EAPERIENCE rersits
REPRESENTATION OF StLrisi [NTERESTS,

(). This clause is intended only to make sure that knowledize and experionce
of all the main aspects of the communal life shall he available to the Tegislature.
1t does not mean that any representation of separale classer as cuch i desirved.

(1)

The primeiple of eloelivn is wholesome, and in accord with the traditions of
India. It is embodied in the republies of the Buddhist and pre-Buddhist days,
and iu the village panchayats which are continuously living on into the present
day.  But the manner of its expression was and is different from that followed
in the West.  Here, the trusted of the people gradually and almost impercep-
tibly grew into that position, and came to be recognised as such, more or lese
unobtrusively, in the course of years, and therefore with certainty as to their
character. In the West, in keeping with the whole spirit of its present civiliza-
tion, the thing is done by challenge, aud heat of drum, and rival self-displays of
powers of cloquence, heavy expenditures on canvassing, and manifestoes of
promises of the work that will be done by the candidate, il clected—promises
mostly forgotten after clection. The heavy expenses also leave behind, natu-
rally, in the mind of the eandidate who succeeds, and therefore has opportunities,
the wish for recoupment, in some way or other, fair or foul—not a healthy mood
for a legislator.  And it is obvious that such canvassing and expenditure are
not only generally impossible, but degrading and humiliating, for worthy men
of the sort we want as legislators, men who have done with the ambitions and
luxuries of lifo, and have retired on a simple competence.

But the principle of representution—representation of interests and classes
presumed all along to be in confliet with each other, like opposcd parties in
lawsuits, and requiring to be protected from one another, by the perpetual
quarrellings of their respective advocate-representatives in the forum of the
legislative assembly; and not presumed to be all interdependent, and capable
of being protected only by the harmonising of all, by dix-interested trustees
of the whole commuunity—this prineiple is unwholesome, and foreign to our
genius, If goes with the party.system and all its cvils.

(e). This clause makes it clear and unmistakable that all departments of the
administration must be subordinate aud responsible to the elected legislature,
whieh in turn ix responsible to the people as a whole, who exercise their control
over it by elective choice. The cirele of Self-government is thus completed.
No loose end, no one-sidedness is left, as in autocrgey, or bureaueracy, or
plutocraey, or theocraey, or in democracy ( which turns into autoeraey after a
bout of moboerasy ). And the cirele of such self-government of the people,
for the people, and by the people, is not vicious, but virtuous, because
“by the people” means, under such conditions, “by the higher self, the
wise and virtuous and benevolent self, of the people”, when alone the
people, of all classes, of all walks of life, can have well-being, ean
fare well, can be well and whole, truly healthy in the just exereise of sll
useful fuuctions, and wealthy in the possession of widespread contentment
" and happiness, -
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N The so-callet Reforme in the Governmeut of [ndia, euncted by the
.Bl’ll".lsh. Parliament towands the end of 1919, and introduced ;n practioe i'n the
l)ogmm.ng of 1921, are a farce and a delusion, just because they do not make the
Executive responsible to the Legislature ; just because the ;\ewlv coustituted

legisl s hav : : g i
gislatures have no real power of any kind over the cxecutive ; because all the

real *“ grain " of power, fiscal, military, judicial, etc., remuins with the exeentive
a.nd only the “ husks and chaff 7 of showy positions with large sa;la;'iel ami
iu}l.uplwrtllllitics for perpetually shuffling paltry details, are given t; the
Ministers ; und these di-archical Ministers, sophistically interpreted to be elective
but t?X?ressly appointed by tho provineinl Governors. are either dnmmie-\:
or .wnlhng or unwilling tools in the hands of the permanent Executive
sutistied ( with some exceptions ) with their reflected glory of * high office "
uml' higher salaries, and unable to do anything for the rel.ief-—-muoi less the
uplift—of the people; or rather, on the contrary, helping to make the
people’s burdens heavier—to judee from the work of the eight or nine
mon!;h's that have elapred sinee they took up work; for dciidedl the
a(.hmmstration has become much more top-beavy and v»x}.em'ivn sincey‘t'-ﬂ?
( ironically so-ealled ) Reforms have come into force. ‘ ‘

One Minister in one province is euid to bave confessed to friends that
when files came up to him for orders in importaut matters, they had been
x.zlready so prepared in the Secretariat that only one order was poaa’ib]e. ] Another,
in another, when be jibbed at u cortuin measure, is said to have heen tokl by bis
Governor that, il he persisted, the Governor would enforee the di-arehicu)
systen, wherens, so far, he had graciously carried on the work on uni-archical
lines, consulting the Ministers also ou Reserved mattors ; which expressly meaut
that they would be consulted: only if they alwavs said ditto and understumi
the #niarchical to be the won-archieal Governor.

Ty INpo-BRritisn COMMONWEALTH.

(£) and (g). These clauses deal with u detail of the form of goverbment, but »
detail which involves much heart-searching. “Within the British Empire”,
pef)ple feel now, stamps subjectness aud racial inferiority on the Indian people. The
King or Queen of England is only King or Queen, and not Emperor or Empress,
of Englaud, Scotlaud, Wales, ur Ireland, or of Canada, South Afrien, Auetul'{a;
New Zealand, ete.  He or she is Emperor or Empress of India ouly. Why 7
“‘Seli'-governmcnt on Colvwial huoes within the Rritish 2mpire’ is a contradic-
tion in terms.

On the other baund, “Swuraj or Self-government without the British

Empire," 1. e, Swarsj in abrolute ceparation from Englandefor without-
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Tndia there is no Britikh Empire—is a prospect which also very, very few
Congress-men, if any, contemplate as desirable, or ar epythivg but the Jast
alternative. The ressons are plsin and pecd not be dilated on here.

Briefly, there is every rearon why India shoulduo longer be a “depen-
dency”, & milch-cow of England, to be beaten, starved, and milked at will by
torturing processes of foreing. There is also much reason why the friendliest and

closest relations tetween the two should be maintained, to the profit of both,

and of other countries as well. The way of reconciliation of these two Decessi-

ties is embodied in these last two clauses, in tho shape of * Swaraj or Self-
government, not on Colonial, but on far better lines, and within, not & British

Empire, but an Indo-British or British-Indian Commoniwealth or Federation”.

If for any reason, of enperior status etc., it should be preferred that the
Viceroy should be the President of the Chief Legislative body, he might be
that instead of Governor-General and Head of the Exeeutive. But the same

person should not be both.

Ounce British people reconcile themeelves to the revunciation of whatever
pleasant taste there may be in the arrogance of racial superiority and
imperialistic jingoism, and make up their minds to live in India on terms of
squality and mutual accommodation with Indians, rank for rank, grade
for grade, profession for profession, quality for quality, as Panjabis, Bengalis,
Marathas, Gujeratis, Tamils, Telugus, Parsiv, Indian Christians, Musalmans,
Hindus, etc., are living—they will find that they are no worse off than now,
financially, in respect of trade-relations, but probably better; and they will
certainly be much better off ethically, in respect of mutual good-will and
trust end friendliness of rocial relaticoe. lodisps and British, in such
circumstances, will be able to help each other by their distinetive qualities and
virtues, and supply one another’s spiritual and physical Jacks much more
efficiently. And genninely sympathetic British persons will be honored in
greater degree than Indians of corresponding quality—for, from the latter, more
would be expected naturally. If, today, an election were held for some public
office of very high trustworthivess, the chances of & sidhu like Mr. C. F,
Andrews would be next after those of Mahatma Gandhi only, and ss great as
those of almost any other Indisn leader. . British persons have been repeatedly.
elected Presidents of the Indian National Congress. And always the Inmost.
Spirit of India has been eclectic, synthetic, all-tolerant, all.gathering, all-
reconciling, and not exclusive. Often, in the past, has India slowly converted
and incorporated into her body-politic ¢ foreign ’ invaders and their companions,
wrausforming them into °mative’ priesta-scientista-literati, warriors-rulers,
sgrioulturiste-tradesmen, snd helpers-servants, - according to their natursl’



(22 )

capacities and functious, without asking them to yive up any indivadu
peculiarities that were dear to them and not inconsistent with the well-beig
of the Indian Social Whole ; and Indix will eontinue to do so, again and ageit
for her Inmost Spirit is not racialist or nationalist, but Humanist.

CONCLUSION.

Such I humbly and earnestly believe to be the only way ; the way of tl
great reconciliation, hot vnly of India and England, but of all nations, and ¢
all the classes within each natiou, with each other. Only by insistenee ¢
patriarchal beuevolence in the legislator, cun the nations have the laws whot
righteousness will exalt them, instead of coarsening and degrading them as 1
present. Ouly by thus planting and diligently fostering the seed of righteous
nees and philanthropy in the very hemd-and-henrt of Nuciety, will the imment
Tree of Evil that has sprouted from the seeds of sin, thy seeds of lust and hal
and greed and pride, and is now fruiting in the desperate welter of militaries
aud navalism aud mammonism and bureaucratism and capitalism and Iabourist
and Bolshevism and what uot, each worse than the others, be surely and certainl
uprooted and supplanted by the Tree of Good, springing from that weed ¢
righteousness, and yielding the fruit of Humanism, the wholesome fruit of equil
able assignment of right-and-duties, and equitable distribution of necessarie

and coqurts and special rewards, and consequent pence and good-will, healt
and happiness, to all the nations.

The self-government wherein the higher self of the community, .., it
beet, wisest, most self-denying, righteous and spiritual-minded persons, guide th
rest, is spiritual Swaraj. And, in as mnch as such Swaraj will necessarily in
volve an abatement of the present miost inigmitous extremes of wealth ap
Poverty, it will also mean a very careful regulation of the number of grea
factories with huge machinery, and of the amount of their output, so us to pre
vent excessive production, and dumping, and ruinous competition, resulting i
economie and military wars, atid more and more deep and wide-spread misery
instead of the joys that were expected from the use of machinery. Tn thi
respect there must be a great retracing of steps, since mankind has obviousl
arrived at a cv/-de-sac; an adequate retracing and careful regulation only, no
any violent upheavals or wholesale transformations and abolitions, but stead:
and equitable adjustments and balancings of large rights with large dutie
an.d small rights with small duties. Such equalisation of rights and dutie
with each other is the only social equalisation possible, Al other is impossible
80 long as evolution, manifestation of life, is necessarily by differentiation

Bt if 2 mara radioa] cininilinide A8 108a bin e 2dac a1 - e :

{23 )
by wpiritual  Swaraj. us, apparently. Mahatma Gandhi's book on Iudi:m
}}omc Rule—and not merely a temporary one, in the nature of a vow fora special
purpose, as, f.i., till Swaraj is achieved by India—then, to?, it seems that
an indispensable intermediate step to it is what has been ou.tlmed.ab'ow_ The
seriptures of the unatiovs, and especially those of 'the Indians, mdlca.te. .that
the course of evolution of the human racial soul. is from t.vhe more spiritual
into the more material, from dairci-sampal into the gmn-.mmpul', a'n(l then
back again to the more spiritual o a Aigher level ; fro?n .the ange.l'lc into the
satanic, from the godlike into the titanic. from the pari-s .m.t-o the jiun-s, from
the idyllic, arcadian, pnstoml-nqrimxlt-nral-ruml.. eor.nmums.tle and na.tuxze-.wor'-
shipping civilisation, into the intensely meehnmr-ul-mdustnaI-urjban, mdw?dna-
Jistie and intelleet-worshipping eivilization, and then back again, on a ?ngher
Jevel. Mankind will not easily wive up all the sen?ations and feels of.emstet\ee
and the long-cireuitings of the clemental life-consciousness :md' appetites, that
are derivable from aml Tire connceted  with the use of machinery, and of the
t, now that they have tasted themn; until, either greater

produets of science and ar
oxcesses, and conseqnently worse and worse wars, bring about the

and greater
extinetion of the present civilization, as diseases bring about the premature
death of an individual. and only degencrate savages remain behind, sach as are
found in Africa. Anstralin. America, and elsewhere; or until the long course of
olution brings about widespread biological changex, and the subtler sensor and
motor vreans and powers, of clairvovance, elairandience, telepathy, projection of
doules., spirit manifestations, integiation and disintegration of matter by mind-
foree, Jevitation, communication with the denizens of the subtler planes and king-
doms of nature, ete., now very rare. hecome the common property of mankind.
As thodo develope niore and more, human beings will naturally give up the use-
of cumbrous machinery. and heavy materinl instraments of many kinds, that are
the appurtenances, to(iav. of refined, artistic, scientifie, private and public life;
and greadually the golde:n age, that ix always in the past orin the future, but yet

ix not. mvthieal, will come bhack to man in fuller degree than before.

ev

But. in the meanwhile, if our stepps ave refraced sufliciently far back from the
brink of the precipice over which mankind is hanging, and to whieb it has been
rushed by the excesses of machinery and luxury., of the abnormal and unnatural
life of huge eapital-cities aud factory-towns,"and of greed and pride; if the extreme
iwequalities of foday are largely abated ; if the worship of the three great goddesses
whom mankind have always adored. in sheir heart of hearts, in all times and all
climes, whatever tlyeii outward creed ar color, and will necessarily continte to
adere, thronghnut she futnre, thongh in different forms, gross or subtle, so long e,
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and bone and be born into and live in this world at all. «rs., Barsswati, Lakshmil
and Gauri—the Shakti-s of Knowledge, of Action, and of Desire—the goddeessll
of Science, of all the Arts aud Splendours and Glories of Wealth and Plenty, aad§
of Health, Strength, Beauty, Vitality, Love, and Conjugal Felicity and Domeass
tic Happiness—if the wcorahip of these three oternal goddesses is restored to

due equality and balance ; if they are worshipped as benignant and compassionabeiy
mothers, to draw blessings from, for the whole Human Race, in the shape of thei
aimple private life of the indiridual, and the rickes! possiblc public possersions
the community ; if this is done, iustead of making a courtesan of Lakshmi, to
dallied with by the few, and handiog over Saraswati and Gauri (o her as sla
if this ie done by means of wise legislation, which will reconeile the “I" at
the “ We " that both exist in each human belng, the elements of eompetiti

and of co-operation that are both indispensable, the individualist initiative sodd
the socialist regulation that are both equally needed for communal beslth and’ 4
prosperity ; if this is done by means of just and righteous legislation throngh
wisely elected spiritual-minded legislators, then that, for centnries, will bei
sufficient and true Swara;. .

e 1O} e
IV,
Democracy,

or Thy Parliamentary System of Swaraj;
its Evils and their Cure.

( I came across Dr. Bryce's Madern Democracies after the preceding parts §
of this series of papers on Swaraj or Self-government had appearsd fn. 4
various journals. There is much in it that throws light on the ancient
Indisn traditions of polity, partly by parity of ideas and partly by contrast. |
In looking through it I felt it would belp to support the views of the |
preceding papers, if certain extracts were brought together, with the neceseary 3
oritical remarks interwoven. Henoe the following ).
Even those who regard themselves as most level-headed, prastical, and !
experienced in the affairs of men, will probably allow that ( Viscount ) Dr.
James Bryce is at least a~ much so as themselves, and is not to be suspected
of wild-goose-chasings, rhapsodical idealisms, or hypercritical oarpings and
cavillings at the democratic parliamentary systems of governmout auidst
which ‘be has lived and prospered. He has beon a professor, a writer of
excsllent and solid historical and politiosl books, & member of the Brisish i
Parliament, a dip}omﬂ.t, an ambessador, the president of the commisgion whish |

( %)

investigated German atroeities in Belgium ( atrocities committed by an invad-

ing army on an invaded and fighting enemy people, in time of war, and yet not

surpassing the atrocities committed by the British-Indian Government ou its

own “subjects”, in the Panjab, in time of peace ); and, finally, he has been

a Cabinet Minister in England.

Dr. Bryce’s CriticisMs oF DEMOCRACY .
IN EN@LAND.

Yet this is what he says about the Parliamentary and democratic
variety of Swaraj, with which so many of us are so whole-heartedly gla.moux:ed
and enamoured, in his large two-volume up-to-date book on Modern Democractes,

‘published this very year, 1921,

« Whether or not it be true, as is commonly stated, that ¢n Er.aroéean
countries the intellectual level of legislative a.ss_emb!ies has' been  sinking,
it is clear that mowhere does cnough of ‘ that whiek is bcs.t :,n the character
and talent of the nation, find tts way tato those assemblies.” (1l 37'3 )
Yet “ Mazzini described democracy as the progress of all throu.gh :.a.ll uider
the leading of the best aud wesest, ( and jsmd ’l:ha.t) Pfuthonty is sacred
{only) when consecrated by Genius and Virtue. (I'I‘, 609 )  In Britain
1\;he House of Commons is still the centre of political l.xfe Bu.t the
power of the Cabinet over the majority h.as grown as parties h.a.ve stl.ﬁ?n?g
their discipline, for majortties hre stron{g in proportion to tkezr' doczlzty..
(11, 876). The House of Commons i legally.suprem.e, but in practice
it is much controlled by the Cabinet, who can 'dlsso}ve it, and can appeal
to the party organisations over the country to requlre. members to.render
steady support. Though, as Bagehot observed, a committee of Parliament,
they are a Ruling Committee.”” ( II, 493 ).

“ Ag pew maladies assail the human body with a(.lvaneing age or
when the external conditions of life are cha,nged,. §0 'v‘.nth .the. progress
of the years, unforeseen weaknesses are disclosefl in political msfltutlons.'..
Five of these chronic ailments...deserve exan?matl.on. (.1.) lj‘l'rst co.mes
the practice of what is_ called in England Obstruction, n America Flhbusi.;ern.lg,
in Australia Stonewalling, in Germany Dawerseden ... (2) The multiphca.tlol\l
of parties, .,. This affects not only the tenure of ?ﬂice (of the Executive )
but the consistency and thoroughness of legislative measures. ... The only
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ander such conditions becomes a matter of compromise, showing the fanks3
incident to measures founded on wo clear principle. ... For these evih...;
the sources lie in the nature of a represemtative system. It is a weakness:§
of the representative system that it gives undue importance to any section ¥
wh'ich, forgetting its duty to the whole communily,” (the vice of expertism
in  another aspect ), “ puts its vote up to be bid for by a wndiM,
(3) The existence in the electorate 3
of small sections which cxercise a power disproportionate to their memberl.:f:;

to whichever party he may belong. ...

.--(4) The present tendency in England is to make the member more &

distinetly a delegate ... bound to speak and vote ax the majority (of his "

party ) commands him, being thus a sort of telephone wire by which it

transmits its wishes. To press hard the doctrine that he is a mere delegate

would result (a) in deterring men of indepeudent character from entering

Parliament, (b) in reducing the value of Parliamentary debate, (c) in

increasing the control of local party committees, and (d) in making ®
Cabinet even more powerful over its followers in Parliament than it now is.

(5) ... A more wserious menace to the healthy naction of representative
bodies (iis) ... the Parliamentary ecaucus system. ... (Thux) assume the
whole Chamber to consist of 210 members, 110 of whom constitute the

raling Group.  Suppose the majority of that group who decide upon & 2
particular course to be 60 against 50 dissensients. Add to these fifty the |

hundred other members of the Chamber who are also opposed to the course
'proposed. That course will be carried by ... 110 against 100, although
16 ... (should have been) rejected by 150 agaminst 60.° (11, 378-390).

IN Orurr CounTRiEs.

Of the democracies of six other countries, France, U. S. America, '

Australia, ete., Dr. Bryce mentions the following prineipal defects.

“(a) Instability of the Executive Government owing to frequent ohaﬁges.
.o« (6) Failure of the Executive to maintain law and order. In Americs,..
lynching and other disorders have been tolerated. ... (c) Administrative extra-
vagaunce. ... () Want of honesty in Administrators, Legislators, and Voters.
..+ (€) The faulty Administration of Justice. In ... the American States...
the administration of criminal justice is ... ‘a dizgrace lo Amerscan csvilisatson '
(according to President Taft).... (f) The Spirit and power of Party. ...
(9) Professionalism in Politics. ... (#) The power of Wealth.” 1, 497-9).

“Wherever rich men abound, the power of money is formidable in elections

and in thg press, and corruption more or less presemt. 1 will not say that
wherever there is money there will be corruption, but true it is that Poversy and

Purity go together. The two best administgred democracies in the medern world ,

[
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have been the two poorest, the Orange Free State d¢fore 1899,” (which seems to
be a commentary on the benefits resulting to Boerland from its absorption by
the British Empire), “and the Swiss Confederation. ... The rise of a large
olass of professional politicians must be expected if large salaries are paid to
representatives. ... Such a class grows in proportion to the work party organi-
sations have to do, and patronage 15 misused for party purposes wherever lucrative
posts or so-called Aonurs are at the disposal of a party Executive.” (II, 503).

“Of these faults, (three, vrz.,) ... (1) the power of money to pervert
administration or legislation, (2) the tendency to make politics a gainful profes-

sion, (8) extravagance in administration, ... have been observed in all
governments, ... though the forms of all three are now different, and their
consequences more serions. ... The evils attributable to ... (4) the abuse of the

dootrine of Equality and failure to appreciate the value of administrative
skill, (5) the undue power of party organisations, (6) the tendency of legislators
and political officials to play for votes in the passing of laws and in tolerating
breaches of order ... may he more definitely connected with popular govern-

ment.” (II, 504).

Two OUTBTANDILNG DANGERS OF ALL DEMOCRACIES,
As BANB AND ANTIDOTE.

“Two dangers threaten ... all modern democracies. One is the ten-
denay to allow self-rnferest to grasp {he mackinery of government and turn that
machinery to ignoble ends. The other is the irresponsible power wielded by those
who supply the people with the materials they need for judging men and
measures. That dissemination by the printed word, of untruths and fallacies and
ineibements to violence, which we have learnt to call propaganda, has become &
more potent influerfce among the masses in large countries than the demagogue
ever was in the small peoples of former days. To combat these dangers, more
insight and sympathy, as well as more energy and patriotism are needed than the
so-called #pper and educated classes have hitherto displayed.” ('II, 505).

Tas oNg NATURAL ANTIDOTG OF BUREAUCRACY,

These two dangers, it may be noted in passing, are as bane and antidote,
poison and counter-poison, agent and re-agent, which by the metaphysical laws
of nature always go together. Unscrupulous selfishness in the ruling element
neceesarily gives rise to propaganda in the ruled element. And, be it remembered,
if there is any unscrupulousness in the latter, it is less to blame than the unseru.
pulousness of the former, for “the elder, the senior, the superior in power, is always
the more responsible,” by the Indian tradition at least. ( Manx, ch. ix, verse

-
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109, e£ 329 ). ‘I'he excesses of autoeratic despotism have always been ¢ tem-

pered by assassination, ™ in Gladstone's phrase ; those of theocratic hypnotism,
by the rise of protestant new sects and rival creeds; those of aristocratio

feudalism and militarism, by internecine rivalries and * the joyous and .

gentle jousts” of cousins and kinsmen, tigers clawing and fanging each
other over their common prey, the people. Each thinks, “I am so clever,
I am so strong, I shall always prevail, I shall be immortal . But the
gods always invent a new device for bringing ahout its fall—the gods
within its being. No sooner does it pass beyond the limit-line into
excess, than its own system begins to seerete the toxins which kill it.
Demoeracy, in the sense of moboeracy, is doomed from the very
beginning ; in the sense of communism, it ever changes into the Dictator-
ship of the huge suurian, which, having absorbed all smaller lives into
its own individuality, perishes by sheer unwieldiness and internal break-up,

or is ‘“tempered by assassination ", as before. Bureaucracy, capitalistie,
pe y A

subserved by militarism and science, seems strongest. But it has feet
of clay. It rests on Labor. Also, not being hereditary, it has no biological
blne-blooded soul, no natural continuity and individuality, but only an artifi-
cial salary-interest and temporary espri/ de corpa, in place thereof, to hold it
together. The bureaucrat, the public servant, both before and after service,
is of the people; and, during service, has dozens of relatives and friends
who are of the people and whom he antagonises by official excesses.
Therefore bureaucracy, when it loses its head, and becomes too aggressive
and oppressive, must perish of the blight of Domestic Reprehension and Social

Boyeott, an immense foree which has always thriven and proved effestive in the
atmosphere of India.

OLIGARCHIES WITHIN DEMOCRECTES,

In a chapter which is headed *Oligarchies within Democracies”, Dr.,
Bryce goes on to prove that « leadership naturally passes to the men of energy
and boldness, especially if they possoss also the power of persuasive spocch.
They become the Ruling Fow. This sort of oligarchy is the natural and
inevitable form of government. ... Where (then ) is the Will of the People ?
What becomes of the rule of the people by the people ? The old Oligarchses
of the Sword lasted longest. ... The more recent Oligarchies of the Purse are
less stable. ... The Oligarcky of Intellect is still more fluid. Talent easily
enters it, and talent is not transmissible like the shares in & railroad. Philoso-
phers who disliked the oligarchies of rank and feared the plutoeracies that
succeeded them, have dreamed of an aristocracy of Intellect as the best kind of
government ; but though they knew that a Slate seeds uprightness and publsc

" possessors of those qualities are Lo be fou
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they never succeeded (n showing how the
nd and chosen, and they forgot that to
JIded another which only experience tests,
s and wills of men...
an Obcgar-

apsrst as well as intellect in its rulers,

ibl t be a:
both sets of qualities there mus e
that i d control the min
that is Strength, the power to move an . :
Thus Free Gove’r»mfnt eannot but be, and has in reality always been,

chy within a Democracy. ... What then bucomes of Demoeracy ?” (11, 584-604).

. b s .

turally.
i Its of Demoeracy, Dr. Bryce na

ing thus pointed out the fau Jen

k H“'""e: ]’;':rp(:t and tries to show that it 18 on the whole better than the
makes excus , .

other “cracies ” which have preceded o are competing.
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gooer: is no worse than was the bestowal of places
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hies or oligarchies - Democracy has opened a few new channels in which
monarchies o e _ ‘ / " ohieh
the familiar propensities to evil can flow, but it has stopped :som'e o’.f the od
hannels and has not increased the volume of the stream. Nosnstitution can @go
channel

han woderate or mitigate these propenaities, but that which‘ th(?y can do is
mof;; t a: t'»make it worth the while of those who frame constitutions or fead
siineient to

formt novements, to stndy the tnstitutions whioh have in one country or
reforming 4

another given good resnlts.” (11, 502?-505). | h
In the words of the Bhagavata, the change of natlf)ni i:’rom th; . fc;t er
« oracies ** to democracy, as above described by Dr, Bryce, is h.ke the S”l :11‘1g,
:vod man, of his burden, from his head or shoulder to his bae ! he
D i (’l tely concerned may be rested a little, but the body politic as a
muscle? lm::tt‘e: oﬁy than before. What is wanted is that the burden should
;;:h:/l;:dn;y all the fellow-travellers equitably. Hence the question recurs,

« What then becomes of Democracy ? What 1‘6?main§ to the Many ?” 'J'.‘he
answer Dr. Bryoe gives is, ¢ Three rights ang functions ; and they are t?w vital
strength of government. Though the people (t,a.nnot choose and guide the
Means administration employs, they can prescribe the Ends ; and so although

overnment may not be By the people, it may be For the people. The-
eople declare the End of government to he t?xe ,:velfare of the whole
ZommllnitY and not of any {specially favored section.” (II, 603.)

. his, it may be said thA&t @i/ rulers, in every form of
(,ovem?;l:;,t,as ht::,et al,wa.ys ];):-qfessed that th?y ruled‘ onI:y for t}:e benefit -
:f the whole people. Do we not know of  pios saflctlmom’ousness 'f, ?Have
we not heard that brazen-faced talk about “The White Man’s Burden De
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not slave-ownars usually say that they are lifting their slaves from uvd
into civilisation? In Dr. Bryce's Democracy, while the people :leclarc,ti
right enough, that government shall be for the people, there are y |
signs visible yet that they are likely to wucceed in compelling W
government to b¢ such, without bringing about general confusion. .,;

“ Though the dignity and moral influence of representative Iegill“ﬂ;l
have been declining, they are still an indispensable part of the mwhini
of government in large democracies. ... Hence, the guality of a legirlatun
the integrity and capacity of its members, the gfficiency of the uetlodcq
whick it passex laws and supereises  the conduct of the Ereculive, 1
continue lv be of high signiticance to a nmatioa's welfare” (11, 29li

Therefore, unless Democracy discovers the device which will ensure #l
right quality in the legislature, it must be accounted as great a failug
as the others.

“ What has democracy done for human happiness ? Is it discreditd
by the fact that after it« long advance, those civilised peoplee Wbﬁ
had hoped so much from popular government, have ween in these lated
years the most awfal calamities which history records ? ™ (11, 581).

His reply to this is, *“What is Happiness?" Tdeals differ. “Man;
Europeans would deem Happiness unattainable in a land where alooholigl
stimulants were unprocurable; and amoug the various ideals of differentf
modern countries there is that of the maximum of amusement with thes
minimum of toil, high wages and leisure for bull-fights or horse-races and §
athletic sports in which many, and that not in Spain or Australia only.-
place their Summum Bonnm.”  To this we may add that in Indis too, OPiumf
and other drugsand drink . formerly far less in use, have now, thanks fo theS
British-Indian Government, with its monopoly of and deliberate traffie in tilled,"’1
almost become part of the ideal of Happiness to the masses. There is a saw that
“drink is of the devil”, and this deliberate traffic in liquor and the dograding-
and debauching of the people therewith, is by itselt enough to justify the epitheb
of ‘“satanic ” that Mahatma Gandhi has applied to the existing system °
of Government in Iadia, not to speak of other reasons, Dr. Bryoce says, 1
“Of Demoeracy and Happiness can more he said than this, that whatever 2
governments can do to increase the joy of life is so slight in comparison
with the other facts that tell on life for good and evil, as to make the °
q.uestion not worth discussing oF its positive side. With the 'Negative

side it is otherwise.” And he goes on to say that many sources of fear or suffer-

ing which existed under more arbitrary forms of governments, ..
and injustices and religious persecutions,...cruel punishments, .,

.oppressions
. oppressive

festrictions on industry,...slavery, etc.”, have been removed or dim.inished.
Dr. Bryce seems to have lost sight here, for & moment, of 'such things as
the Congo and Putumayo horrors, the Jallianwala Bsgh Misgacre and the
Panjab atrocities of 1919, and the merciless exploitation of vf'eaker rages,
(though he makes mention of sueh things at II, 639,)—which dre the
same things ae slavery under other names—and also of the vast amount

of wage-slavery, expresly so named, within each “ advanced ”’ mpation.

Yet L s 1ot wholly forgetful. Even while saying all this of the virtues
of democracy on the Negative side, he has his doubts, and goes on. But * it has
brought no nearer, friendly feeling and the sense of human brotherhood among
the peoples of the world towards one another. Freedf)m has not been a recon-
ciller. Neither has it created good-will ... within each of these pfeoples..,,
It has not purified or dignified polities... It has not induced tI?at satisfaction
and contentment with itself, as the best form of government, .whxch was expec-
ted.” Then again pleading on the other side, * But these things ought. not to
have been expected... Christianity (itself)—a far more powerful force than
any political ideas or political institutions, since it works on the inmost heart of
man—has not done these things for peoples, because, checked or preverted by
the worse propensities of human nature, it has never been applied in practice.
It has not abolished oppression and corruption in governments, nor extinguished
international hatreds and wars, has not even prevented the return.of hideous
crueltios in war which were believed to have been long extinet.”  (II.588-588).

LaTer Prasks oF DrMocracy.

Discussing the later phases of Democracy, and the different movements
towards Social Re-construction to which it has given rise, Dr. Bryce says, “The

idea of Liberty has been, though not renounced, yet forgotten or ignored...
Every increase of State control... reduces... the rights of the individual man
to Tead his life in his own way... (which rights are) deemed to be a part/ of
Liberty. ... Commugism carries control furthest... Fraternity also, the old
watehword of the rdvolutionist ever eince 1789, has fallen out of sight. How-
ever little its spirit has ruled in France or elsewhere, it was respected as herald-
ing & time when Liberty and Equality would bring peace and friendliness in
their train. This kind of Idealism kas dssappeared; it is material tenefits that
hold that place in the minds of the most recent advocates of change whick spiri-
tual progress held in the earlier generations. There is more hatred than love in
the apostles of the Class War and Proletarian Rule.” (11, 629-630).

But whas is the cause of this hatred? “The wretchedness of the teiling
masses in some: industrial cenntries, from 1780 till far down in the nineteenth
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century, left a lega.eyol' bitterness which became conscious in their randchildvem, -
«iw;esuoasathebo.pg:'esslons borne by the peasantry aud workers of f‘mnee before -
. 557;.0 trth to the passions that found vent in the ferocities of 1799.";
bt i ,':}: :::elrenew faclt.or is the emergence of a doctrine primarily econonii;;
ing thowe sy 1 nfees political, a.nd embodying itself in the project of eliminﬁ‘i::f‘-
oo rt;ons of the community which either possess wealth, or are earning ‘
. 1se than b)f manual labor, so as to create and thenceforth maintain &
ormity of.matenal conditions, perhaps along with the prohibition of private .
i)}l)‘operty... 'Smce. the possessors of wealth cannot he expected to dll:::l‘*
ha,::;.s:;lo:.e:; rfﬁorce }1:0 neces.sary, ‘. r., a Revolution, to be carried through by the;s
oo o vo'lutwn... means a supreme control...exerted by leaderl,...i )
D’emocm concentration of power....a dictatorship. ... (That ix to say) g
by Revo{ut?.ud the peuc.eful vettlement of all issues disappear, superseded a
Domogen, on land Ohga.ljchy..... Strauge and unexpected evolution! .., n
o tmnsf::. overthrows the despotism of the one man or the few in order
, brar power to the People who are to rule by reason and the sense
of their common interest in one another’s welfare; and after two or
threo geners;tions there arises from the bosom of Democracy an effort $o
::;:;h:;wbent ‘ in turn by violence, because it has failed to confer the
e Whie:eh::s Theedwlhee:o has gox.le ite full round; and the physioal
dtroy o (1L 6;:_6 ;; \ establish Democracy is now employed #o
To’s anp Fro's.
i And so Dr. Bryee. proceeds tl.lroughout the book, especially the
ird and last part, trying to be fair, trying to take note of the geod
:;ath” as the bad points of each form of government; wishful to p}on
emocracy is on the whole better than all the other * eracies” om
comparison, yet not quite wholly satisfied that it is so; failing to take
x.iuﬂiolent note of the fact that the failure of Democracy is just this that
t pretends and prafesses, even more expressly than tHe,other * orucies”
do, (for they all do it, directly or indirectly), to be able to do, and yel
cannot .do, what Christiansty has failed fo do; failing to realise t:ull tiat
the lea.u.ns he makes for it, of performances on the Negative f.tidey are
not ]ustxﬁ'ed, but that the oppressions and cruelties which were ’under
oth?r regimes, taking place within each nation, now take place, ul:der the
:;f;:]ne of den.locl:wcies, on a much vaster scale, in the shape of the
" g:ssnt?:plmtatl:: of weaker races counting hundreds of millions, and
’ gantie wars at concentrate within five years the horrors that were
ormerly distributed over at least a hundred, if not five hundred, years. '

. ,proeeeded did not

_the belligerents,
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But, clearly, he is not oblivious of, and does not altogether shirk
or ignore such difticulties.  Thus, he says, «The question, whether men
will rise towards the higher standard which the prophets of Democracy
deemed possible, has been exercising every thoughtful mind since August
1014, and it will be answered less hopefully now than it would have
been at any time in the hundred years preceding.”

Yot again he goes on to make excuses.

t on Democracy that the blame for thess disasters ought

“It is no
whenoce the successive earthquake shocks

to fall. ... The seismic centre
lie in any democratic country.”

t national bias on Dr. Bryce's part,
and the haste with which he slurs
aing at his pen all the

Of course, this is the sheeres
And the feebleness of his language,
over the matter, show that conscience was drag
while. Fvery impartial judge knows that there is nothing to choose between
on the score of national wmorality. Rather, ths vice of
capitalintic greed is greater on the side of the so-calledl Allies. Technically, .
of oourse, there may be much academic wrangling over, * Who began it?”.
But in reality, as all the world knows, England, France, ( Tsarist) Russia,
Belgium, Italy, have been far worse money-rakers and land-grabbers and
exploiters of weaker races than Bulgaria or Turkey or Austro-Hungary,
distinetly worse than even Germany. In fact, the causes of the war were
econoiic, as Germany’s defeat was economic, and not military. And in
o vice of militarist-navalist bullying and blustering also, what is

respect of th
letween © Britannia rules the waves” and ¢ Deutschland

there to choose

uber alles”?
After such perpetual pros and cons—a most interesting and instructive

study in politics, and through it, in psychology and metaphysie—Dr. Bryce’s
final, hesitating, conclusion may be put in his own words, ,

~ “If Democracy is flouted, what remains? There was a Greek proverb,
‘If water ohokes, what can we drink to stop choking ?> If the light of

Democracy be turned to darkness, how great is that darkness ! 7 (II. 585 ).
“ However grave the indictment that may be brought against Democracy,

its friends can answer, What -better alternative do you offer?” (II, 669).

Tus AncieNt Reery 1o Dr. Bayce's CHALLENGE.

To these questions there are replies. “Strain away, with the strainer

of insistence upon comparative poverty and asceticism, or at least plain and
clean living, in the legislator, the thick befouling mud of mercenary selfishr e



( 3+ )

anq luxurionsness and porsonal ambitions, from the waters of legislation,
and those waters will no longer choks, hut will pour health and vitality
through all the channols of the communal nLife™ *The hetter altere
nntive that we offer is this—Weave tomother the host eloments of all the
chiel ‘cracies’, viz, theocraey, anto-aristo-bureau-cracy, pluto-craey, and;
demo-cracy, 7» due proportion™. ‘

Howto do so? The detaileil answer is contained in the preceding’
seetion IIT of these papers on Swa-raj or Self-government. The sceret is
present, but seattered, held in solution, invisible, in the ileas mentioned and;
words us:d, hore anl thare, by Do, Bryes himself,  Bat a crystallising point is
ncaded to precipitate it into clear and visible shape.  This l;nint ix sl;l»pliod by
the ancient Indian traditions. If western philosophers have ** never succeeded
in showing how the possessors of these qualities are to be found and  chosen ";
vz, “aprightness and pablic spivit as well as intalloet ', the ancient Indian
law-giv: s anl philosophers Aere shra how, 1., he who does not posseﬁ

sislate. Pall and  push, though  they seem to work in

P

?PPOSltG ways, effect the same parpose.  In given circumstances, the one 3
:‘SP:lrl:onl:lo:ﬁo‘(:]ﬂ;c;tii\"c. ‘In othlcn, the othor. Mo lwn (*i)x!(\s <|o'not say,:"‘
i ],0,.%,:“,,. i )u'l‘;on'mf, 'am. they Sl.l‘:].”' be rewarded with happmcs.s her: “
The gt inl.‘ ey xay, msterul,. W l|0(:\'01' sto:t!s shall be punished.

tan codes said both things.  Construetion and destruetion are, .-
the insoparable dspects of the sams thing. Sometimes, it is more useful to -

emphasise the onc; at others, the other. fach will neecessarily lead to
the other, soonar or luter. Abhyawe is the obverse of raivagya. &

Tug Toean BaraNce or Power axn Co-0PERATION
BETWEEN THE CrAssES,

“Poverty and Purity go together,” admits Dr. Bryee. Purity is the
glll‘.eat desulera?nm of democratic and indeed of all logislatures. The Oligar-
g]l.es of the Sword, of the Intcllect, of the Purse, (and, he might have added, the

t“l,{.;'archy or An-arehy of Labor), are all and each useless, nay, dangerous, dis-
;s m:i: “;ltho"t the Oligarchy of Benevolence, of ¢ Uprightness and Publie
Pty of “ Energy and Patriotism.”  1f thi y i
p . vis last arehy ! ]
apon the tene . ; ‘ | his la oligarchy can be established
' one of the State, the Logislature, then the other Oligarchies
gt‘lorrespon ling to what Dr. Bryee speaks of as * ¢he old Four Chambers of the
H “ a ‘
our Ord'e.». nobles, clergy, burgesses and peasants,” at I1, 1 £3) would not have
opportunities of sucking the life-blood of millions, and of cutting each other’s
throats, and replacing one another in a perpetual joy-wheel suceession,

{(—for the
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way in which Demoeracy. running Lo an extreme, is likely Lo be succeeded by an
autocracy, see 11, 631-611); but conld be compelled to work in co-ordination, so
that Intelleet /«s Philanthropy, /.., Wisdom would guide the Sword, the
Sword would guard the Purse, the Purse would fee(l\aml clothe and keep
in comfort and contentment and happiness, the Labor{ all Labor, manual or
scientific—)and manual Labor

industrial, econoniie, protective, and cerebral or
would, in turn, glady help all the others in the performance of their respec-

tive functions. 1low to bring about this? .
How 1o Exsuri PrniTy—Psvcunoroay to the RESCUE.

Thero i a fact of psychology, prominently noted by James and Lange,
whieh is very important for practical purposes (thongh the psychologists men-
tioned have misled themselves, by exaggeration, as is wenerally recognised, into
a one-sided and wrong inference from it as to the very nature of emotion).
That fact is that when a particular emotion causes particular changes in the
body, then, rice rersa, “any cold-blooded arousal of the so-called manifestation ”’
of that emotion, its bodily symptoms, will “give us the emotion itself...Panic
i« increased by flight...The giving way to the symptoms of grief and anger
increases those passions themselves...In rage we work ourselves up to a climax
by repeated outbreaks of expression. Refuse to express a passion, and 1t
dies. Connt ten before venting your anger, and its oceasion seems ridiculous. .,
There is no more valuable precept in moral education than this, as all who have
experience know : if we wish to conquer undesirable emotional tendencies in our-
selves, we must assiduously, and in the first instance cold-bloodedly, go through
the oulicard morements of those contrary dispositions which we prefer to culti-
vate,..Smooth the brow, brighten the eye, contract the dorsal rather than the
ventral aspect of the frame, and speak in a major key, pass the genial compli-
ment, and your heart must be frigid indeed if it do not gradually thaw!"”
(James, Psycholvgy, 11, 463),

" So also Professor Bain, * By acting out the external manifestations, we
gradually infeet the nerves leading to them, and finally waken up the diffusive
curvent by a sort of action ab extra... Thus it is that we are sometimes able to
assume 2 cheerful tone of mind by forcing a hilarious expression.” ( Enottons and
the Will, pp. 361-2).  So also Yoya-sutra and Bhashya, ii, 33.

Let us apply this fact or law to our political problem. Obviously Purity
is self-denying, and has no greed for ¢ Wealth, the great enemy, as Dante said,
(for) Demderacy has no more persistent or insidious foe than the money power,”
(Bryce, Modern Dewocracies, 11, 533). In fact, Purity often iinposes Poverty
upon itsclf. by giving away its possessions in charity to others. /Fice reri-.
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Poverty, duly imposed on the legislator, will lead to his Purity. \When the
{owards righteousness and purity in legislation, by means of #/gh salaries
fails, as it was bound to, ( for pays make more pride and greed, and “d :
grow with what they feed upon™) then /4 pisk uray from the main ,
of corruption may bring about the desired result. Of course, tbere may M
failures, now and agsain, bnt these will be fower aml fewer as the propﬁ
public opinion and atmosphere get established. It ix clear that such Po
duly imposed by a Constitution on all legislators generally, will, in 2
particular case, be self-imposed and voluntary, since no one will be foroef
against his will to legislate, ( though Plato, perhaps semi-humoro
suggests even this in the Republic), but whoso is elected will be elected wi A
his consent, 1
Separate the legislator from wealth, in the manner suggested in section §
III above, in accordance with the best and most ancient Indian tradition, Mﬂ@
you will have Purity in the Legislatnre. The excessive * love of money is tm
root of evil...Walpole, looking round the henches of the House of Commons, §
observed, ¢All these men have their price ... Robespicrre’s intluence mteq
largely on his epithet ¢ the Incorruptible’...In one Amorican Stato, the questi
 What sort of a legislature have you got 2 elicited the reply * As good & one a4
money can buy’.” (1, 523-333, 8 very instructive chapter on * The Money ;
Power in Polities™) When weo have purity in the head-and-heart of the,j
community, iuspiring it with virtue by precept and coample, only them
Science and Strength ( the same thing as the eompelling power of the :
Sword, for the convincing power of the Intellect need not bo counted sepa.rately_".
from Secience, though Dr. Bryce would make a distinction) and Wealth and.
Labor will all be kept mostly in different hands, and so each will help
all the others, and not (s now) unrighteously covet the others’ functions, §
but be happy and contented with its own particular veward, rr:., honor™
for wisdom, (official exccutive) power for protection, artistic possessious for *
wealth woll-used for the public good, and ample recreations and amusemonts
for labor duly performed (as I have tried to explain at length in other
writings ). )

&

Prato’s tvEAs ox THE NSUBJECT.

It will not be out of place to bring together here a fow quotations from:
Plato’s Republic ( by Jowett, 3rd edition, 1888, Clarendon Press, Oxford ), just
to show how that famous book, oh the onc hand echoes, imperfectly and confusedly
and with various vitiating fallacies, but yet splendidly, the ancient Indian socio-
politico-religious polity, and, on the other, uses the language of the modern mind,
employing words very similar to those of Dr. Bryce as regards Democracy .

( 37 )

¢ (300d men do not wish to be openly demanding payment for governing and
nor by secretly helping themselves out of the

50 to get the name of hirplings, o ! o e,

i hieves.” (p. 25).

lic revenues to get the name of t : !
D lePla(;o’s' opi:ion is that & The ruler who is good for anything ought not. to
| /m ; although the preSent governors of mankind

are of a different stamp; they may be justly compared to the mutinous sailors,

and the true helmsmen to those who are called by them good-for-nothings and

The pilot should not humbly beg the sailors to be eommandefi Py
£ the rich...When a man is ill,

vassing,
beg hix suljects Lo be rided by h

star-gazers,
him...neither arc the wise to go to the doors o

whether he is rich or poor, to the physicial’l, he must go, and he who wants fo
be governed, to him who is able to govern.” (p. 186). | o o
« Until philosuphers are kings, or the {c{nys anfl princes of this world m%c
the spirst and power of philosophers, and polltlca.l wmflom and greatness meet 12
one...cities will never have rest from their evils...nor the human race.

(pp. 170, 171 ' . . |
« Neither cities nor States nor individuals will ever attain perfection until

the small class of individuals whom we termed useless bat not com}-lup(-,é a;'e pm(i
videntially compelled, whether they will or not, to take care of. t e ta ¢, an
T cessity be laid on the State to obey tpem‘; or lll.ltll kings, or if .not
“fltll ; ];nke ::s of kings or princes, are divinely inspired with a true love of
:;l:eg l";)lt:il(:);)phy ... If in the countless ages of the past, or at the prescnt ﬁoz'tr n
ome foreigi elime whick is far wony and beyond our ken, the. perfected philoso-
.vl ;e or has been or hereafter shall be compelled by a superior power to have‘
fh‘:rcha,rge of the State, ... (there) this our constitution has been and is and

will be.”  (p. 198). o

It may be noted in passing that Plato (¥oes not dlstlnguxsh clearly
between the legislative and the executive functx?ns ;” hence his ecompound
of kings-philosophers. His * rulers ” and * guardians ”, very‘ 1:0ughly corre-
ponding to legislators and soldiers, are also not sufhcler.xtly ' felearly
distinguished. But he of course recognises that ¢ there are diversities of
natures among us which are adapted to different occupations. ... And
ou will have a work better done when the workman has one occupa-
tion than when he bhas many.”” (p. 50). Therefore ¢ W{ten one wan 8
trader, legislator, and warrior all in one ... this meddling of one with
another is (ke ruin of the State”” (p. 128), “ As the State was composed
of these three classes, traders, auxiliaries, counsellors”, so we have  three
principles in the soul”, viz, *the rational and the concupiscent”, am:l'
“a third element which is passion or spirit ... (This passion), shown to
be different from desire, (is) also...different from reason.” (p. 133). Iu.the
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old Indian words, these are Jiimm, Iehehha, and Kriya; whenee the man
of thought, the man of desive, and the man of action. *“ 7% /Jud/-
vidual soul, lUike the Stale, .. huas Uhree principles ; [ to these hee Jriued=
ples three  pleasires corvespond ; also Ahree  desives  and GOreraing  pnrers. .
There is one principle with which a man learns, another with which he
is angry ; the third ... is ... appetitive, ... the desires of eating and drinking
and the other sensual appetites, ... alto money-loving. ... One principle
prevails in the souls of one eclass of en, another in others ... (thus)
there are three classes of men—TIovers of wisdom, lovers of honor, lovers
of gain ... and there are three kinds of pleasure, which are their several
objects ... " (pp. 291,292).

The Indian scheme says “lovers of honor, lovers of power, lovers
of wealth”.  IFrom the standpoint of that scheme and the psychology
on which it is based, there is either some confusion between lonor and
power in Plato’s mind, or he uses the words (so translated) in a differ-

ent sense. Probably both. To say that the man in whom the rational

prineiple prevails, is a lover of wisdom or knowledge, looks like tautology,
and is not a developement of an idea, as is the other statement, that a
man of the passionate principle is a lover of honor. Again, when Plato
asks, “Is not the passionate element wholly set on ruling and conquering
and getting fame *”, he is confusing the subordinate bye-product fame—which,
further, need not be /ousr—with the prineipal and /mmediate object of desive,
viz,, ruling, conquering, i. e, power. Plato says again, elsewhere, © The rich
man and the brave man and the wise man alike have their crowd of admirers,
and...receive honor”. (p. 293), But so have they all alike, some possessions
and some power, even as all men have all the three soul-principles. T
predominance of « qualily decides the name and class, This, by the way;
the subject has been more fully discussed elsewhere by me.

There are five kinds of individuals and forme of government, gccordin::
to Plato, “royal, timocratical, oligarchfcal, democratical, tyrannical.. The
best and justest is also the happiest...” and) the most royal man and king over
himself ”, (p. 291 )—the case of true individual Swara]. These forms seem to
succeed ome another in rotation, owing to successive degenerations. ( pp. 50
et s¢q). 'The government of the best, the royal state, 1s also called Aristo-
eracy by Plato. It degenerates into Timocracy, much the same as Dr. Bryce's
Oligarchy of the Sword, or militarism. “The accumulation of gold in the treasury
of private individuals is the ruin of timceraey...Ju proportion as riches
aitd rick men are  howored, vitwe and the virlwons are dishonored...What
is howored is cultivated, aud that which bas no lomor ix meglected..,
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The more they think of making a fortune, the less they think of virtue.
...They next...make a law which fixes a sum of money as the quali-
fieation of eitizenship ... This is the way in which oligarchy is established...
( But) such a State is not one, but two States, the one of poor, the other
of rieh men; and they are living on the same spot and always conspiring
against one another ... ( And) they are incapable of carrying on war. Either
lthey arm the multitude and thenw lhey are more afruid of (hem than of the
cenemy; or, if they do not call them out in the hour of battle, they are
oligarehs indeed, few to fight as thev are few to rule.” (pp. 237, 258) And

the financially ruined men, Plato goes on to say., become dangers to the
olicarchical State,

“Then demoeracy comes into being affer the poor hare conquered opponents,
slannghtering some and banishing some, while to the remainler they give
an equal share of freedom and power; and this is the form of govern-
ment in which the magistrates arc commonly elected by lot....That is the
nature of democracy, whether the revolution has heen effected by arms,
or whether fear hax caused the opposite party to withdraw,™ ( p. 263 ),

Like necessary desires and pleasures, as that for eating, which are
necessary. for the maintenance of life and health, but become hnrtful or
even destructive of llfe, if indulged in excess, (p. 266), these various
forms of governmeunt perish by their ercossire pursuit of that which,
in moderation, is not only good but necessary. As the excessive desire
for wealth is the ruin of oligarchy, so the excessive * thirstine ”
the drinking “too deeply of the strong wine of ﬁ'eedoilln’? fs:ilfi?d:glou{’;
the vnin o democraey.  “They will run at any body who ’comesa in their
way if he does not leave the road clear for them; and all things are just
ready to burst with liberty...( 7%e people ) chafe  inmpatiently at the least
tonch of authorily, and at length, as you know, they cease to care eyen
for the laws;...they will have no one over them....Such is the fair and
glorious beginning out of which yriugs lyrunny.”...(When general lawlessness
and disorders supervence ) *this is the root from which a tyrant springs ; when
he first appears above ground he is a protector.” (pp. 270-272).

Wo may close this series of extracts from Plato, with a few more.

“When intemperance and diseases multiply in a State, halls of justice
and medieine are always being opened; and the arts of the doetor and the lawyer
give themselves airs ... What greater proof can there be of disgraceful educa-
tion ... than this, that even those <hould need the skill of a physieian ... who
happen to have had a liberal edueation * ¥ ( 1p, 92, 93 ).

J— oy . .
What will it profit a man if under the influence of Zonor or woney o
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powery or under the excitement of Poetry, he neglect justice and virtue ? ™
(p.323).

“The charming thing is that they deem him their worst enemy who
tells them the truth.” (p. 115).

“Are they not as good as a play, trying their hand at paltry reforms. .
always fancying that by legislation they will make an end of frauds in contracts
and the other rascalities ... not knowing that they are really cutting off the
heads of a hydra™. (p. 115).

These describe, in Plato’s words, some of the evils with which modern
western civilisation is worm-eaten, the evils of drink, of the expertism of medi-
cine and of law, of haphazard and unpurposive edueation, of the palterings of
canting or brazen-faced class-legislation. and of the shameless repression of
reform-seekers.  IFinally,

« Does not the word express more than the fact, and nust not the actual,
whatever a man may think, always, in the nature of things, fall short of the
trath 7 (p. 170). In other words, the real must always fail to cateh up with
the ideal, the practice alwayx falls short of the theory, even as the word always
strays away from the thought and fails to express it exactly,

Tur Frpere,

No form of government will succeed in wholly abolishing sin and sorrow,
evil and pain.  But the better the theory, the nobler the ideal, the sounder the
prineiples, the more scientifically based on the psycho-physies of human nature
the socio-religious polity, i.e., the educational-political-domestic-cconomic-~
industrial-recreational organisation, the more natural the reeoncilation and
compiomise effected between the selfish and the altruistic clements of man's
constitution, the less the endeavour to abolish either element wholly—so
mueh the greater will be the achiovement, in actual practice, in respect
of stability of the form of government, of minimisation of vice and misery,
and of maximisation of widespread peace and contentment and happiness.

But, of course, it may be that an extreme run-away of one of the
opposed pair, as of egoism and greed and pride and strife in the present
epoch, may require, temporarily, a similar  extreme drag on the opposite
side, to counteract and neutralise the former.

Ideas, inspired and vitalised by great emotions, are the causes of all
creations. Rousseau’s Social (valract is said to have led to the Freneh Revo-
lution and its consequences. ~Marx's Capital is understood to be the Bible of
Bolshevism.  Other forms of social organisation are being urged with feverish
energy in many of the most ‘advanced’ countries. They are mostly extremist,
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one-sided, meglizent of human psyelolugy. They take note of only the
materialistic or physiological or so-called economic motives of human beings,
as if men lived by bread alone. Guild-socialism, also incomplete and un-
systematic psychologically, seems to make approaches to the ancient Indian
scheme, by retracing steps towards the Medieval social organisation of Europe,
but is not quite sure how to avoid the defects which brought about its
break-up. Most of these new schemes may he described as instinetive
efforts at “a return to the past by men ignorant of the past, like the
cub-conscions action of some man who has lost his memory ™ (quoted by
A. J. Penty in his excellent little hook on (u/lds and the Social Ciisis,
at p. 70.) TFor the Tiiberty, Equality, Fraternity, which all of these new
schemes endeavour to achieve did, and, indeed, today, do belong to some
primitive communities in a certain sense—though that sense is limited also,
as deseribed in the works of modern anthropologists and writers on-social
evolution, and also in the Samskrit works, f.i., the Fayn . Purana, Pt. 1.
ch. 8. But the great fallaecy of these new schemes ix that they wish to
newly achieve these primitive conditions of Kquality ete., ¢ enlirely different
eircumalances, i.e., vetaining all the lwmensely ‘complicated conditions  and
produets of modern ecivilisation so-called.  On the rock of this fallacy all
these new schemes must split sooner or later. If they would succeed,
they must give up all that ix signified by ¢the-life of towns and
cities’, and content themselves with the most simple village-life of agri.
cutural and pastoral occupations, at most, if even that much. Otherwise,
if stability and peace are wanted fogel/er wit] preservation of what is best
in’ seience and art, then a form of government, i.e., of socio-politico-econo.
mioal - organisation, must be devised which will take due account of and
will make a reasonable compromise between the psycho-logical motives and
ambitions, egoistic as well as altruistic, selfish as well as parentally self-
sacrificing ; which will take account of the requirements of developed intellect
as well as of the emotions of the heart and of the sensations and appetites
of the body, and will make just and righteous and eminently scientific partition
of functions-and-rewards, rights-and-duties—such as has been suggested in
the third section supra, and deseribed more fully in the other writings of
the present writer, on the basis of the ancient Indian socio-religious policy—a
conscious and deliberate veturn to the (not primeval, hut historically distant)
past, with all needed modifications, on the basis of knowledge, and not of
ignorance and sub-conscious instinct. When so many other theories are
being discussed, it may be worth while to consider this seriously also.

Where there js snch division of functions-and-rewards, rights-and-duties,
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by a wise and pure legislature, there will be due co-ordination of all that
ix best in all the lop-sided forms= of @overnment ; th
of righteous administration, and a minimum of incentives to corruption and
abnse; there, nationalism and racialism and other <maller “isms” will be
superseded by Humanism; there. the best, most humanist, mast vefined
reience and art will tealy flonrish, heeanse worshippad  spivitually., and not
prostituted to vieious or murderous 1ses nmterin]istimll‘\' : there, the

ere will be a4 maxtmnm

* roverenee

...... (by whieh reverence ) the powers
of evil have been, however imperfeetly, kept at Iy

held together,” will wrow ever stronger

and there, “the future of democraey ......( which ix) a part of two larger
branches of enquiry, the future of religion and fhe prospects of
progress ( Moidern Devveracies, 11, LG, 667 )
for there, and there only.

for the Powers Unseen and Iiternal

vyand the fabrie of Soeiety

to achieve its benignang purpose ;

human
will he aesured of
will he the abode of e
government of the recognised lower self |

Humanity, the trun Swaraj.

SUCCPSK |
Self-government, the
o the realised  higher  Self of

Toe Ihener Sene iy RettcroN, Tue oNLY stk Sep

rorT
or tne Hicnwer Skir v |

YaLrtes avn Sene-Gos FRNENT.

A few words are needed at the end. on the relation between Politics

and Religion everyivhere, and cspeciaily in India.

“Do not mix religion with polities ; it is the very parent of discord”,
say some.  There is no vitality withont religion”, say others.  There is 3
trath in both. The fact is that religion has degenerated in the hands of
- professional priests, whether Iindn, or Muslim, or Christian; even a8 polities
have degenerated in the hands of professional politiciane: and trade and
commerce in those of erafty linanciers wmd heartloss speenlators.  Each of these,
intended to help the Many. has. in unzerupulous hands, hecome the means of
profit and power to the Few. The straight road is unhappily very strait indeed.
Every deviation from it leads to a pitfall.

Humanity bas to guard itself
against all kinds of cracies ™.

It has to save itself from se/iyions slavery
as much as from jolitical wnd veonomio stuvery i moberule: from pandy/-
wulla-shaki, from wankar-shahi and wawati, from lhaili-shake, and from hullar-
shaki, all equally. It has to establish, instead, the rule of Wisdom, inan/yal-
shaki. And the means i always  the same,
Higher Self from the lower self.
ment, in religion as well as polities.

Distinguish carcfully  the
To follow the former is Seif-govern-
To obey the Iatter, is wi&¥ery. in both.
To apply this to practice—not only must the Kxecutive as a whole be
nnder the control of the formally clected and aceredited Legislature, but the

more important executive officials, grade for grade and rank for rank, shoul] -
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keep in teueh with, and, in all important matte]l(;,r
guided by, the informally recognised leaders and ;,1 ,-e Gokhale’s idea that every
apparently the priveiple underlyiug the late 'tte; consisting of non-officials.
district officer should have an Advisory Cor‘nml the individual officer, is only,
To eav that this would hamper the dis.c retwnt OlfeaSte in.ro)'al amd viceregal
after divoreing autocracy (by professw:l; autive t’o establish it firmly in the
fram the higher. planes.of the Exec ), to. ion, it should always

mesm‘) e here £. which is even worse. In this connection, 4
Tower regions Sheres’s ™ he ancient Indian tradition, while the masses as such,
the a + government, their recognised and trusted

consult and be advit:efl and
s of the people. This was

bo remembered that, by

were given no direet control ove e o saant o
elders ( philanthropists, true sadbus and faqirs, so

i isors roment and
i nd unwritten law, the un-official Advisors of Goye
ke, By d minor office-holders, as well as counsellors of the
over kings an 1 . ' JOF the
et d today too, and in any and every country, for every .pu e
people. 27 (‘)‘ . I, public””  contains half-a-dozen or more ¢ private
; » the ¢ genera ‘ ‘ tate”
cervn ho m'eh abler and wiser, grade for grade and rank for fantl;(.” ©
. i v 3 ¢ erso
Pe'i‘}“";s' 1l concerned, if such « publie servant and such * private” p
well, for a , s

were, everywhere, in sympathetic {ouch with each other.

spect is the necessary preliminary to Self-govern.ment. Courage
s?]f:resl_)ect]e first mark of true self-respect. The Indian people have
of convietion ]S\ ']'n (;oura«re of conviction, in the last two years, under the
ad\:anocd grif;t]) tlma (ian(?hi- In bim, the Scul of India, always ascetic and
guulan'ce of N a.tm leenest esxence, and now profoundly humiliated in mind and
1'emln01a.ntbml l S]: t,|,l(: foreion dowinalivn, has at last found worthy focus and
starved in bot ‘} l,‘ "v. 0t m" ihe ;oople's own heart. But just as there is the dang:er,
tevcloe & lt‘IIE( ;(ll il)ut too often, that the lower celf, made up of oligarchical
tmhappﬂy - ’slecome the governing self in self-government, so is there the
,."t;eres'ts,l “:’ai’l ’ lower self, the self of the lower passions, zeals, excitements,
(ll::\é.;?;(:,::c thi}erespected self in sclf—res.pect, instead of tlx-e higher Sﬁ]f’ of
th,o‘ noble emotions and sober and far-seelflg reason. There is also a eo“ ateral
danger against which Mahatma Gandhi himself wa.rt:s th.e people. ¢ There
is 1;0 doubt that our last state will be worse than our first, if we surrenfler our
reason into somebody’s keeping. And 1 would feel extremely sorry t'o discover,
that the vountry had unthinkingly and blindly followed all T had said or done.
Blind surrender to love is often more mischievons than a foreed surrender to
the lash of the tyrant.”

The narrow formalisms, orthodoxies, bigotries, the clingings to the letter
and not the spirit, of the /da or the Qurwu or the Bibtle—misinterpreted, besides,
duder the stress of un-benevolent interests, by the respective professional
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ptiests and theologians—that now pass for dharina or din and wazhab or religion-
these make a worse slave-mentality than almost any other kind of slavishness.

There is no vitality without religion, truly.  But, equally truly, if we
mix religion (or, rather, religions) with politics, as religions are currently
eaplatued by thevr custodians to their followings aud ax they are waderstood by thexe,
we will have serious dissensions, without fail.

Therefore it is necessary that leaders and reformers should lift religion
as well as politics lo a« higher lecel,
leave the heart diseased.

We cannot cure the head or hands and

Therefore, let not our leaders, religious or political, let not our Pandits
and our Maulvig, lay tco much strees upon the outer and peculiar and distine-
tive forms of their particular religions, forgetting the Universal Ged of all
religions.  Fop such over-emphasis upon the form has in it the nature of,
not ‘spirituality’ but errogence, the fruitful source of strife. It is self-

assertion and not devotion.

“I am a Hindu first, or a Musalman first, or a Christian first, and
an Indian afterwards ™, is not good to <ay. No doubt, the purpose of such
speaking ix to show to the people that the strict adherence of different
workers to their respective different religions dves not stand in the way
of the closest co-operation between them for India’s political uplift. Yet
the danger of misunderstanding is great. The word “ Religion™, « Dharma™, °
“ Mazhab” is often grossly misinterpreted, and perversely applied. Wier
and better, for obviouely truer, would it be to say, “I am a Human Being
first, and afterwards 1 have in me the best and most essential elements
of all these religions.”  Nationalism in politics is going out of fashion;
though racialism continues to bully and bluster unashamed amidst certain
sections of the white race. Tt not sectarianism in religion continue to
‘batten and flourish,  The world teday needs Humanism and Humanitarianism
in Religion as much as in Politick—and will have it in the latter
only when it has it in the former, first. Thoughtful people are heginning
to talk in terms of inter-nationaliem instead of nationaliem.  This talk
will become siucere and effective only when they begin to talk in terms
If religion is Jifted to a
higher and broader level, politics will alco be, automatically. For ciange
of heart will lead to change of head. 'The wish is father to the thought ;
though, of course, the seeing of evil consequences helps ofsert to change
the wish. o

If such Humanistic religion, or rather the humanistic element in eaoh
religion, is diligently and pure-mindedly preached by our leaders o the people, _

of inter-religioniem aleo instead of religioniem.
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they will respond ; as they have done in politics, to pure-minded leadership.
Some forms, some rites and cercmonies aud conventions, are no doubt indispens-
able, for the satisfaction of the * religious” roquirements of the soul, as are
some cloths for the body. But they should be empbhatically s-ubordz'natf. The
Universal God, within the heart of every human being—according to the Veda
and the Bible and Quran alike—should be persistently pointed out as the Sup-

reme and all-important Fact—if the solidarity of the Indian people _an(.l their
uplift as & whole is wanted. Even so gome office details or other are indispens-

able for administiation. But they shonld be entirely subodinate. Purity of the
Legislature is the all-important fact, and should be secured, ﬁr.st and foremost,
in all possible way, if the well-being of the people as a whole 1s wanted.

Some truths are eternal. Even the Founders of religions can only
repeat them. Their greatness of philanthopic emotion is the greatness of
these Founders, their divine birthright. As is the degree of the bl.'ex?dth
and intensity of their love for Humanity, so is the degree of f{'e'sh living-
ness and convincing and heart-changing inspiration in their repetition .of Fhe
eternal truths: and so alto is the degree of their greatness) and their title
to reverence. It is the same with the Scriptures of mankind. The degrec
in which it brings home, to the hearts of any human beings, those eternal
truths, is the degree of the greatness of a Seripture, to these hearts.

All these Teachers and Seriptures seek, in their various degrees, only
to guide man to his own Higher Self. For in that Higher Self is the one
souroe of all wisdom, all power, all good deeds. Even when greatly hidden in
the ordinary human being, It still subconsciously asserts Its snpremacy. All
the « avata:ras ", “sons of God,” “prophets and messengers of God” and
sgorvants of God”, and all the Scriptures, Veda, Zend-avesta, Bible, Quran,
come and stand before (the) Me (in man) and plead, ‘Believe Me,” and
“Believe Me”, and * Believe Me”. And (the) T (in man) judge (s) and
decide (<), 1 will believe you, or not believe youn, or will believe this other”.
Aund they cannot say (him) nay. Cannot a man change from any religion into
any other ( even though a given group may or may not admit him into. social
relations, for some time)? And have not men introduced additions and
alterations and modifications into religions, aud so given rise to seets innumer-
able, within each religion ? Ts not all this proof positive and patent, that the
soul, the true Inner Self of man, of all men, of all beings, is greater than any
particular religion, or any particular founder of any religion ?

The layman is greater than the expert. He is the ultimate judge between
differing experts, < By their fruits shall ye know them.” And by resalts, the
layman judges the expert. The expert is for the layman not the layman for the

1



( 46 )

expert. liven so the public servants (and these include the sovereign, by Indian
tradition) are for the public. Even o are the clergy for the laity. The [oli-
ness of Humanily is a far greater thing than *“ the majesty of the law,” or  the
sanctity of the church.” *The majesty of the law ™ that vaunts and boasts itself,
and is only “the insolence of office,” is a poor and mean thing in the presence of
“ the Holiness of Humanity 7.  The law that is just, knows that Commonsense
and Righteousness are itx parents, and that Patriarchal Benevolence and Kx-
perienced Strength are its grand-pavents. liven so the true church, the true
temple, the true kaaba and masjid, is the heart of man. The false church is
made up of self-seeking priests in luxurious buildings. Taw and Church are
JQeans, I&xn}m Happiness is the end. T he End is greater than tho Meaps. The
root-plasm is greater than the products. The ocean is ureater than the clouds
and the streams. 'They emerge from it and merge back into it. The Hi gher
Self, the Universal God within all beings, is greater than all particular religiops.
These all emerge from it and merge back into it.

This Higher Self of Religion ix the counterpart and the best and surest
and steadiest support of the Higher Self of Politics and Swa-raj. Where end
when 1t is recognised, there and then, and there and then alone, will be abiding
Peace in the land, and lirm-rooted Strength, and Purity iu Leglslatlon, and
true Selt-govemmeut and Swa-raj.



