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its- impurities and purge itself of superstitions. But -

istorical example of such a revolt, the greatest
:'.2203230 li'lncohist.ory, ?s that which takes as its own the
name of Protestantism, and marches under it as under
a battle-flag. It may show us at one ahd the same
time the uges and dangers of the Protestant spirit.
it .

ing back to the fifteenth and sixteenth
cerl:ttzxorli{:s],g we can see the Roman Cat:hqllcphu:i:::‘i
the historical representative of Christianity,
reached a point at which some great qh?gedwu )
necessary it Christianity were not to sin ‘;n erﬁ
mass of superstitions and immoralities. The cort
ruptions of the priesthood, reaching thehxr yvo:ls.é
depths in Rome, which shonld have been the cc;nth
of. life and inspiration ; the frightful crueltl.ei (:1 mﬁel
binqnisition, the crushing out of thought :v;t, Jonth
and torture; the unrestrained licence of a rnd
aobility, which bought immaunity for oppresslgg:& d
-apine with bribes of gold and lands'to the ml-:s ;
s portress of heaven—all these and many another
vil were choking the life out of Religion in Europe,
wid & reform was imperatively - necessary t.ofszve
thristianity from destruction at the hands o or
ywh household.- A -

"'Pwo- lines of reform were traced out at this oritical
lxi;;fﬁvg:i lfn one, that identified with the name ‘;)f
Erasmus—scholarly, moderate, conservative—the /
other, that identified with the names of Martin,
Lather and Calvin—popular, headlong, revolutionary, .
It was theu as it'was later in the French Revolution "
with - its* Encyclopeedists and its" qubagnan:’d ;
renson; - education, orderly progress wers l‘::‘t'
gide of the scholars, but the gigantic avils of t b .
~religious in one case, political the ;othm L
on a,cataclysm which swept away all}:n both good.

bad, the gold with the dross. :

8

+ tErasmus was the type of the cultared and halanced
weason, polished, refined, shrinking from the CORTES,
the blatant, and the vulgar. If he pierced the ignorr
amt,and evil-living, priesthood of his time with the
keen :rapier of his satire, he did it that a purer type
might arise; not that an equally ignorant eadantry
might ereet themselves into ecclesiastical ictators ;
if \he broke the stately tyranny of mitred bishaps, it
wag, not to submit to the vulgar oppression of petty
and lond-voiced fanatics, sprung from the mire. He
8caght to revive and then enthrone learning, and to
five to the reason the apthority claimed by, prescrip-
fion, Could he have had his way, the Western
- Church had not been rent in twain, the ’gmgms,eive
.part of Rome’s heritage had not been to  from her,
the dignity of the ancient ceremonial &ndthe spiri-
tial " value of ‘the mystio tradition had 'y rifoed
ufijmpaired, st the ico‘né‘ol’fatic forces of ignirance,
‘ hqdptithj fanaticism, liad tiot desolatéd the pastures
;C,hr‘,lstla:nity . [

_The movement - which by its fallowers.ié-ealled the

Beformation substituted—so far as the will and the
Nbcking of Marti Lnther and Calvin were toneerned
—but. one §

yranny. for another; a Book for a Pope :
*'The Bible and . the ;Bible alone is the religio f\
| Protestanta”  Calvin ‘burned Servetus 'u;mfﬁ-
| “s\Rome - had butned ' Bruno, 'and ' in fanaticism and
ifoatrownses the Reformers rivalled Rome, " Nome the
tbﬁ;%m::ﬁ_m, while shronding the spimitual,
g nlated:. the .dintéllectual,: and cortipined. ;within
“.”‘tu farces: ndoded for the evolution of the. fatuwe
,c%é while it .ig..trae :that the Refordeess substitited °

" ond Sywanng: for another, and ope that wad, on,the

He, mdvse, . aa/being guite as oppressive - while aleo

' pnbiand ivnlgex, yet it is also true the gpivit
Frm up:-sgainst .the tyrundy of sheitime and
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. smote -it, was the spirit which inevitably generated a

similar resistance - against  the new tyranny, and
ensured the application of the principle that: ‘over-
threw the Pope to the overthrowing of all tyrannies
that would fain fetter the soaring intelleet of man.
Tt was easy for the Reformers to say to the reasén to
‘which they appealed : “ Thus far shalt thon go, and
no further” Their descendants appealed to the
same reason against the puny barriers they set up:-:

The Protestant spirit, desplte the faunlts of its yoa*h
its crudene'zs, its blatancy, its vulgarity, wasmno} /
the less, in its egsence, the wpirit that made possxb:e !
the advances of modern science. It questioned, 3%
cballenged, everything ; and however iconoclasti,
‘such a epirit might be in the domain of-religion—akc
iconoclastic as a blind man might be who found his
way pbstructed by priceless pictures, the valpe

of . waich could not be ganged by. his sightless
" @yes—none the less was it invaluable on- the
- physical plane, where the means at. its disposal

were - allequate’ for the .investigation. of the' pro-
bleme - surrounding -it. When the Protestant spirit
wwoke, Religion . in. the West bad extended her
anthority over all physical questions, and checked all
efforts - to understand Nature with her . perverted ‘
% Thas saith -the Lord”: The world had not- yet |’
existed for six thonsand years, therefore the geologi.
cal reeords were -untrue ; the Jews were the ch
nation,' the vanguard of humanity,:: therefore
‘civilisations of the past were fabulous ; the earth wy
the centre .of the Universe, for ‘hhlcb the san, mo(.
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_and stars were .oreated, therefore astronomical fi

agigre - fictions;: and  Bo on.. .Scmnomwpum
‘bigathe by tesrimg: down she -biblieal - prisan W [#"
shut: it from' thenir, and the Protestant spiribws $%*
hﬂ mei she B@le 'bn the raine.of the
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bnbhmed science :on the - \\
the Papacy and the Bible \gins . of:the Bible:- - Beth

never again was either to bec to be rebudle, but
® srlent world mto snbmlsslon ,,:: B fortve:: %0 hg:ﬂp

o En]oymg, s we do to-day, the f, A
the freedom to speak, we should veadom fo thmi: and
meed of gratitude we. owe to thaigo jil to. forget the
{or us this freedom. True, in the 3%) spirit which won
it destroyed much that. was fair anwg of k“ batfling
Ahe things it destroyed can blossom ad gracious ; bt
’freedom which it won is the °del°n t\new while. the-
progress. .‘ ‘or mtellectpal

I ’I;he lharmﬂ&l work’ oflt,he Profgresta}:nﬁ e
p' its later effects on réligion, fr while
to cut off the heads of tﬁs weéds of su;t&l:ghm.:gg
did nothing to déstroy their roots.” A'sapery,
év uprooted when Knowledge ‘explaink’ ithg
growth, and this'the' Protestan spu'ﬂ" o
io, nenng only the grotegquétieds of its sbovesfuiy
mapifestation, Why 'is. it that’ in eve Mfm*
which the Protestgnt spirit has tm\l?
and materialism have followed in ite tx;ﬁak? B
are thié Protestiiit Charches hd%l:us ‘before %Q ‘
sfvancing flood- of inbelief ?* 1s i’ not Mectridte* ‘
Yéeason, to ‘which ' Protestantism nppaa.lg, Tind dd‘ .
\i‘aﬂa& to pierte into the region ‘wieré ‘sro the fiiits Bh v

iglon v fonnded, m bécatise here ki
anu: appeal o mborwy' whi&b e ,
‘ey dacry :t'?{?’ L
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by Activity, and showing the restless instability of Ifigb?g:: béen mast ,""‘“‘!
‘knowledge-hunting rather than the calin security of ot wholly? abseht. - Le‘i ”'- ugm
& ‘prince of mystics, aside, the
clearly “in Fox, amid all bis exdpae

possessed wisdom, is, but poorly equipped for that
high office. In things of the physical plane, within
reach of the senseh, it is & trustworthy guide, when 4 :Bociety ‘of Friends was & voite
undistorted by passions and prejudice. Moreovet, Hitesert; testifying.to a firm helisf #n -
"however imperfect it may be, it is the only gaide man ~4nd gux:ianco of t init. - Nor eadi
kas, ohd is td the man what the eyé'is to the . \dough -they . be ma by fanaticiet
Vision ‘may not* be perfect, but it is better than the . s Btion, the phenemens of * conversion;”
groping touch ‘of the blind as a medium for under- wherever it has been redl, with a seuse
standing surnounding objects. Man walks better,, . eiP ce, of the rending of the veil
through the, world with the: opened eye of réason ‘ 1 4 the-spifitual Universe, and of the flods v
than by greping* his, way with the fumbling touches - '+ goul wigli God. . These are true mystic =
‘ 10°% and nré farrhove valuable “evidences”
’ uth ‘of Religion-~whatever errots it may

e il il o

es8 reasq1 hindewthe spread of knowledge when it , ] '

nnreasonagbly affirms the all-sufficiency and independ- y ”vl;h::‘ th-lmuﬁe:\l meﬁ. of & I?l:ya ;

gﬁ,‘c& of sthe physical universe, and shats jts ears to & zzy i tbe"hes"e o0 thmects Bis. ,:"; umed»ttazd:ioé

the/ /whispers of Nature, which suggests that it is v Sonis of tho ednwcamt:dma od fabio nal, wud they
. . Adooked on them with contempt-as the ravinge of

- "/ ignorant and, sentimental. ‘Thoy have failed o

sh credulity. None the less

face tfiﬂ ace with a part only and not with the whole,
Reasalh, as evolution proceeds, will learn to perfec)
and.. Yooutrol one_ vehicle after the other, each subtler . /meinber that, the human soul, in the mmrvel of+a
thar: the preceding one, and will thus come into - /dden realisation. of the inwer world, hag no time te
tov .ch with siubtler regions of fhe Universe, the /dink . ofs external- trivislities, snd: if the outburst
7 istenee of which, for it, is at present unproven. -in’ & body inwhioh selfirestegint is nos cont-
T Jhe existence of those regions vngl, in millennia to folial, 3t will-be likely tojer on rofined-snscepbi-
-bilities. ;' Mnvners are sometinies forgotten by educal- -
3 on:tha deck i6f afomndaring ship;oria -

- gpme, rest for it on the same basis as does now the
" existence of the physical Universe; bat a,ththe pre- é rl?e stalls of s theatre on.fire; and whas are.sudh
t ‘time it is as incapable of penetrating them as-so : " : ith a si i ‘which -
:u fish of invesbi.gatinxg’ra the nitnre of 510 m%oio;f/ :23;5:&'3‘ écﬁpﬂ?&ﬁ :&?&?;m%z%‘ﬁ -
land, or of coaring into the upper regious,', 8 \ke m%m‘mu It nimilie flash ‘oonld opem.
) ks ta' the ewltured dndiihe iphed. &

atmosphere. On things watery, the fish’s jgg.. - .9 ¢ - ohone BB ,
be reliable, but its opinions on things #2: 3 % %/ - Jestual;” thed' shrould sadmte, dantesd of loud: “ vouk-
ty " o P ’? < 7.8 wm;~n§gtwpﬂb!mtedmy iang;: mok

apd serisl are not weighty. I N
- 'Fhe veason; free fromvpm-jndlu, ’ %: ‘K B/ '
corbibide: that man is s being intor £.3 Z =al - i
begond the' - physical, uh - th8 -5 G mw . i
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enderstood. Kt.can recognise ts instability of
power to- respond to impressim security of
which reach him throngh his seiped for that
by snalogy, that these vaguelsne, Within
impressions are the prophety ofguide, when .
of another region of the Uni Mqreovei-,
development of another organ .of ‘gmde man
first faint recognitions of light and g, the body.
the coming development of the aye, * @h‘“ the
establish by irrefragable proofs the" under-
some individuals of the haman race® 'be“bi?og
has been clear and definite, \@nd thg ™ :

auchies ?

“geen” where others are still} gropin ,
are the men who have ch gedp a?g;’l leg:
history and re-shaped the liYes of n 9’;“;
Pythagorss, the Buddha, the Christ, Mnh}ie .
. name. but a few ; and it may perceive that ti ;; ;
of these men rests op the presence in the e
mankind ‘of & faculty which answers vaguelyeq
they - answer clearly—a- faculty embryonjc ijer
mas; -developed in themselves, but guaranteeino
that mase the truth of their sayings ; were it note
Lhis, their declarations wonld be-regstded ae ravim,
not as inspirations, It may etudy the records of t}
mystics and geninses of all ages, and . weigh
definite evidence for the existence of a state of
coggcioushess beyond - the. normal, in . whigh
the method of working of the intelligenpe in
search for $ruth is by direot cognition instesd ‘of
ratiocination. . : - oo
Lo . . . b H . B
. It is by recognition of the reality and value of the
- mystic ‘state of oonsciouspess that the Protestapt
, apirit will cease tir be the herald of materialism, and
s tathe abesuee: of mysticism in the Probestant
musities. that <is due their declensien in spint-
.- Of all fowms of ‘Religion, Protestantism is the

¥
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blossom like a rose 7, ‘ oL
Only such a wave can res— , . o Tt
communities the religion whicg

them under the -keen blasts of s¢ o iy
Annie Besant

the ice of scientific disdain. Tl
. . Dr. Th. Pascal *
science are alike the results of th Annie Bosant
and they have come to stay and C. W. Leadboater
increasing influence over the mindsu8 Con
Annie Besant

Protestantism, in its worbhier aspec g pouoias Favweett
and scientific attitnde of the reason, . Annie Beasnt
problems submitted to it for solution ; & H, 8. Oloats .
endure, Protestantism, in its narrower H'G:P 'Rl_]lé‘.v’;;:ﬁ._ ‘
mere passing revolt against a partici W, Wybergh. -
religion, and as such has no fature.  Awnnie Besant -
cannot be made out of protests against anc - . - Vo
creed; we live by “Yeas,” not by “Ns S
Protdstantism is to live as a religion, it mus
from the regions of negation into those of affii Blavatsky =
and this it can oply do if the spirit of MY plavatsky .
revives within it, and leads it forth into a 8§, Mead'
and a richer air. It must base its affirmatio. Oloott
facts recognised in the mystic state of consciousrpg‘vso'”;‘é
it must boldly cast aside its books, its legends andygnq -
creeds ; it must trust to the living spirit and no longsky -
to the dead letter; it must proclaim, on the sufrt-
basis of human experience, the living Christ within a:
the redeeming Savioup=## rYiving Master Jesuy
without, as the H bgr ‘Gﬁ';His Churc}k
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