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EDITORIAL NOTE

In the spring of 1917 the Foreign Office, in connexion
with the preparation which they were making for the work
of the Peace Conference, established a special section whose
duty it should be to provide the British Delegates to the
Peace Conference with information in the most convenient
form—gecographical, economie, historical, social, religious, and
political—respecting the different countrics, districts, islands,
&c., with which they might have to deal. In addition,
volumes were prepared on certain general subjects, mostly
of an historical nature, concerning which it appeared that a
special study would be useful.

The historical information was compiled by trained writers
on historical subjects, who (in most cases) gave their services
without any remuneration: For the geographical sections
valuable assistance was given by the Intelligence Division
(Naval-Staff) of the Admiralty ; and for the economic sections,
by the War Trade Intelligence Department, which had been
established by the Foreign Office. Of the maps accompanying
the series, some were prepared by the above-mentioned depart-
ment of the Admiralty, but the bulk of them were the work
of the Geographical Section of the General Staff (Military
Intelligence Division) of the War Office.

Now that the Conference has nearly completed its task,
the Foreign Office, in response to, numerous inquiries and
requests, has decided to issue the books for public use,
believing that they will be useful to students of history,
politics, economics, and foreign affairs, to publigists generally
and to business men and travellers. It is hardly necessary
to say that some of the subjects dealt with in the series have
not in fact come under discussion at the Peace Conference ;
but, as the books treating of them contain valuable informa-
tion, it has been thought advisable to include them.
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It must be understood that, although the serics or vOTE
was prepared under the authority, and is now issued witle
the sanction, of the Forcign Office, that Oflico is not to b
rcg.ardcd s guarantecing tho accuracy of otory stateme®
which they contain or ag identifying itself with all the opiniod®
tsxprcsgc(l in the several volumes 5 the books were not preps
in thf’ Foreign Office itself, but are in the nnt,ur(; of information
provided for the Foreign Office and the British Delegation. g

The books are now published, with a fow exception®:
substantially as they were issucd for the use of the Delegates:
No ajotcmpt has been made to bring them up to date, for in;
the In'st.plncc, such a process would have entailed 8 grosb
loss of time and g prohibitive expense aﬁd, in the seconds

the political and othor conditions of o great part of Europ?

and of the Nearer and Middle Xast are still unsettled and is

such a smte‘ of flux that any attempt to desceribe them wou
have been incorrect or misleading. The hooks are therefo®

to be taken as describing, in general, ante-bellum cond“’io%

though in a few cases, whore it scemed specinlly desir®
the account has been brought down to a later date.

G. W. PROTHERO, J

General Editor and formerl;

January 1920, Director of the Historical Sectio®

TABLE OF CONTENTS

' PAGE
GEOGRAPHY PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL
Position and Frontiers (general) 1
Population (general) 2
Pondicherry
Surface and River System 3
Jimate . 3
NSanitary Conditions 4
Race 4
Population 5
Karikal -
Surface, Coasts, and River System . 6
Climate and Sanitary Conditions 6
Race ' 6
Fopulation 6
Yanaon
Surface and River Nystem 7
limate '8
Race 8
Populgtion 8
Mahé
Surface and River System 8
Climate o ‘ 9
Race . . . . . . " . 9
Population . . . . . . . 10
Chandernagor *
Climate . . . . . . . 10
Race . . . . -, . . 10
Population . . . . . . . 10

Wt. 11966/943. 1000. 7/20. O.U.P.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

IT. POLITICAL HISTORY

Chronological Table
(1) Domestic

(2) Foreign Relations.

Table of Conventions and Agreements .
IIL. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL, CONDITIONS

(1) Religious
(2) Political . .
(3) Military Organization
(4) Public Kducation .
IV. ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
(A) MEans or CommuNicaTION
(1) Internal
(@) Roads . .
(6) Rivers and Canals .
(¢) Railways . .
() Posts and Telegraphs
(2) External
(@) Ports . . )
(i) Accommoda.bion, &e.
(ii) Adequac

(b) Shipping Lines
(B) Inpustry

(1) Labour .
(2) Agriculture . . .
(@) Products of Comme

reial Value,
Pondichery Yy . .

Karikal |
Yanaen .
Mahé .
Chandernagw .
(b) Irrigation
(¢) Forestry .
(d) Land Tenure |
(3) Fisheries
(4) Minerals .
(8) Manufactures . .
Textile ang Chemica}
Native Industries

.

Y to economic needs

TABLE OF CONTENTS

(Y COMMERCE )
(1) sDomestic .
(2) Foreign t . .
a) Exports . . ‘
@ Quantities and folucts
Countries of Destination .
b) Imports . . .
® Qsantit ies and Vglueb
Countries of Ox'lgl‘n :
Customs and Tax.‘xﬂs
(c) Commercial Treaties .
FINANCE o 3
®) (1) Public Finance .
(2) Currency .
(3) Banking

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

. AUTHORITIES
)

. . L
Mars . :



1. GEOGRAPHY PHYSICAL AND
POLITICAL

PosiTioN AND FRONTIERS (GENERAL)

Tur French Possessions in ‘India (Etablissements
frangais de I’Inde) consist of five small detached
territories, namely, Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanaon,
Mahé, and Chandernagor, with a total population, in
1915 (according to the French census), of 266,828.!

Pondicherry is the chief settlement (area 115 square
miles), the capital of which, Pondicherry Town, is
‘the seat of the governor of all the Possessions. Tt is
v}ituated on the east (Coromandel) coast, 122 miles
sby rail, and 105 miles by road, south-south-west of
Madras.- It comprises one main tract of land con-
taining Pondicherry, Oulgaret, and Villenour, two other
fairly important enclaves, one (Bahour) on the River
Ponnaiyar, and one on the Pambear and Gingee, and
hesides these four to the north, one to the west, and
kve to the south. All these lie along the coast and
extend to a distance of some 18 miles inland. They are
surrounded by. the British district of South Arcot.

Karikal (area 53 square miles) is also on the Coro-
mandel coast, about 90 miles south of Pondicherry. It
consists of a single tract stretching along the east coast
between Tranquebar and Nagore (both outside French
territory) for a distance of some 10} miles direct, and
inland to an extreme distance of 9 miles. It is bordered

by the British district of Tanjore.

| 1 Another estimate gives the following figures : Pondicherry,
173,000 ; Karikal, 60,000 ; Yanaon, 5,116; Mahé, 10,689;
Chandernagor, 28 016 ; total, 276,821,
B



o) GEOGRAPHY

Yanaon ' (area b square miles) is near the cast cod
in the delta of the Godavari, and about 370 mileS‘
a direet line north-cast of Pondicherry. 1t lies 53 ™
south of Coringa, a closed port.

Mahé (arca 26 square miles) is on the west (Malab!
coast, nearly due west of Pondicherry, 1t consists
the town of Mahé on the left bank of the river of &
name, and a detached portion of territory c&
Nalutara, on the right bank, containing the fc
aldées (big villages) of Chambara, Chalakara, Palo
and Pandaquel.

('handernagor

. . - I
(arca 4 square miles) is on the Hoogh!
river, 22

miles by rail above (alcutta.

The area of the whole of these possessions is oq!
to the department of the Seine.

There are also certain small plots (loges) clseWhe?
than in French territory over which the French GOV?ﬂ
ment claim to exercise certain rights of jurisdicmm
Thus at Masulipatam two tracts of about 1,300 sque’
yards and a village known as Francepett (i. e. ¢ Fren¢
village’) are owned by the Ifrench Government.
Calicut there is a similar tract of six acres. At Bals®
in the district of that name in Bengal, there is 8
of thirty-cight acres; at Ghoorpuda of two roods. The
are other loges at Clossimbazar (Kasimbazar), at Dacc
at Patna, and at Jugdea (Yougdea) in Tippera, 8
a factory at Surat. French jurisdiction is practic®
non-existent in these places.

PoruraTion ((IENERAL)

The census of 1911 showed that of 395 Europe®
resident at Pondicherry 373 were French, and of
Kuropeans at Karikal 81 were Irench, and thab
1,136 Eurasians at Pondicherry 1,021 were Frel
Eurasians., Of 46,070 Indian natives at Pondiche?

1 Spelt * Yanam " in the I'mperial (lazetteer.

PONDICHERRY 3

36,688 were French subjects, and of 19,546 Indian
natives at Karikal 16,908 were French subjects.
Chandernagor is so closely connected with Calcutta
that it is natural to find that of 610 Europeans only
102 were French, and that of 24,593 natives only 9,900
were French subjeets. At the date of the 1911 census
the whole number of Europeans other than French in
the * Establishments’ was 542. There were only three
Germans—two men and one woman,

PONDICHERRY

SURFACE AND RIVER SYSTEM

The whole region is low, sandy, and alluvial, inter-
sected by deltaic channels of the Gingee, Ponnaiyar,
and other streams, and interspersed with 57 lagoons,
she largest of which, the lake of Oussoudou, 5} miles
from Pondicherry Town, has a surface of nearly 20,000
acres. All the rivers are navigable for about 16 miles
from their mouths, thanks to a series of barrages, but
“his is only for four months in the year, and for flat-
gottomed boats. The chief river is the Gingee, which
Eejceives on its right bank the waters of the Pambear
%ud Coudouvear; before receiving the waters of the
latter, it breaks into two mouths, the Ariancoupom and
Chounambar. Farther south is the Maltar, whose
lower waters are in British territory, and still farther
south the Ponnaiyar. These rivers are liable to in-
undation, especially the Ponnaiyar.

CLIMATE

As elsewhere in India the year may be divided into
three seasons—the cold weather (October to February),
the hot weather (March to June), and the rains. The
rainy season sets in with the south-west monsoon, and
the north-east monsoon prevails during the cold-weather

B 2 '




4 GEOGRAPHY

period and early part of the hot season. In the hoty
season the mean temperature in day-tkne ranges from.

88° F. (31° C.) to 104° F. (40° C.), and at night from" -

81° F. (27° C.) to 84° ¥. (29° C.); during the day the
hot ‘land wind’ (meruppu-kattu) makes itself felt. In
the cool season the day temperature is usually from
77° K. (25° C.) to 90° I, (32° C.) and the night temipera~
ture from 55° F. (13° C.) to 68° K. (20° C.). Both
monsoons bring rain to the district, and July—-August
and October-December are rainy months, but the
south-west monsoon is weakened and dried by its
passage over southern India, and the annual rainfall

does not as a rule greatly exceed 50 inches, while severeé

droughts are not uncommon. Cyclones occur most
usually at the changes of the monsoons; but Pondi
cherry is less frequently visited by them than Madras.

Sanitary CONDITIONS

The chief diseases are cholera (practically this affects
only the natives), marsh fevers in certain places,
elephantiasis, diabetes, and dysentery.

Racr

The ‘inhabitants of Pondicherry and Karikal ar
mostly Tamils, belonging to the Dravidian stock. The
Tamil language is spoken by about 160,000 people in
the French Possessions. Five newspapers in Tamil are
printed in Pondicherry.

The progeny of the original European settlers (largely
Portuguese) and low-caste women, are called Topas
They often live like Indians, and differ only in thei
costume. The birth-rate is lower among them thar
in other sections of the community.

7,969 since 1901.

PONDICHERRY 5

PopuraTION
Distribution,»&c.—The latest estimate of population
was made in 1915, The figures then given were: !

Pondicherry 47,185
Oulgaret 24,345
Villenour . 18,392
Tiroubouvane 18,382
Bahour 18,048
Nettapacom 13,527
Modeliarpeth 15,740
Ariancoupom . 10,868

Total 166,487

This represents a decrease of 6,420 since 1911, and
In Pondicherry the birth-rate per
thousand was 34'5 in 1915, and the death-rate 38-8.

The population of mixed descent for-the whole of
the ¢ Establishments’ in 1911 was 1,198 ; nearly all in

'Pondicherry. The French population numbered 373
"n Pondicherry out of a total of 598 in the whole of
French India, of whom 429 were born in India.

Towns and Villages.—Pondicherry Town (lat. 11° 56”
N., long. 79° 50’ E.) is divided by a canal into two
unequal divisions: White Town, occupying 15 acres
to the east, and Black Town, occupying 40 acres to the
West. The town is well supplied with water, principally
from artesian wells at Mudrapalaiyam (34 miles south-
west), and is lighted by electricity. It is without
a drainage system. Besides Pondicherry Town there
are some 93 larger villages (aldées) and 141 lesser

villages.
! But see note on p. 1.
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KARIKAL
SURFACE, ('0ASTS, AND RIVER SYSTEM

The territory of Karikal consists of a single tract
stretching along the cast coast from the River Nandalar
to the River Vettar. It isa low, fertile country, alluvial
‘fm(.l deltaic, and particularly rich in < hum us": so that
1t 18 very productive, especially of rice. Tt is watered
by eight distributaries of the River Cauveri, as well as
certain artificial canals constructed in very remote
times.  The artesian borings show a greater degree
of salt, indicating that the sea has penetrated more
than in Pondicherry. T

r]_’ho coast is low in this neighbourhood, with only
a few fishing villages along it. The only port is Karikal
on the' River Arasalar, onc of the Brarmhcs of the
Cauveri. The rivers are barred, and can be navigated
from the sea only after heavy rains have sufficiently

swollen their streams, when cargo may be landed in
flat-bottomed boats.

CLIMATE AND SANITARY CONDITIONS
What is said about Pondicherry applies to Karikal

Racr

. .

Che population are Tamils, and have the same
characteristics as the inhabitants of Pondicherry
(sec p. 4).

Porurarion

Distribution, dc.~The estim

ate of population in
1915 was as follows - bop

Karikal 18,806
Tirnoular 10’583
Grande Aldde 7,961
Neravy 6,'184
Nedouncadou 7’30’3
Cotchery (5’02;3

56,867

KARIKAL; YANAON 7

This shows a decline of 2,954 since 1911 ; the census
of that year ghowed a small increase over that of
1901 ; previously the population had greatly decreased
—in 1883 it was 93,055. Nevertheless, with a popula-
tion of 1,128 per square mile, it is more densely in-
habited than almost any part of Tanjore. The French
population in 1911 was 81.

Townsand Villages.—Thetown of Karikal (i.e. Karaik-
kal, ‘fish-pass’) is situated (lat. 10° 55’ N., long.
79° 51’ E.) on the north bank of the Arasalar river,
about 11 miles from its mouth. The commune has a
population of 18,806, of whom about half are actually
in the town. It istheterminus of a line from Paralam on
the Tanjore district railway. It is unfortunate that the
line is not continued to the shore, since the facilities of
the port would be greatly increased by such an exten-
sion, and especial stimulus would be given to the
growing trade in ground-nuts. The Standard Oil
Company of America has stores and tanks here, and
uses Karikal as a distributing centre for this part
of India.

The territory is divided into six communes, and
contains 110 villages.

YANAON
SURFACE AND RIVER SyYsTEM

Yanaon is a town and small tract bounded on the
south by the Godavari river, and on the north and
east by one of its distributaries, the Coringa. 1t is an
enclave in the British district of Godavari, and lies in
a deltaic region.

The mouth of the Godavari is blocked ; approach
to Yanaon is made by the River Coringa. A canal
connecting these two mouths is on the borders of the
French territory. Water for irrigation is supplied free
of cost from the British canal which passes by Yanaon. -
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CLIMATE

¢ Tl}lle dr}.’ Svason 18 from the beginning of Novembet
" e m'lddle of June; the rainy Sei;qon f the
middle Qt June to the beginning of N;);,embmm The
Godavari overflows its, banks between Jl?f and
fspstgnlberio The south-west monsoon blows frori June
o Fe};)rem er, the north-cast monsoon from Octobet
often bl‘(l)?:r‘)‘n fet\veen May and July a west wind
(20° C.) to ;9" F he Eel?p?'mtflm ranges from 68° F.
January ; from.5§2°6 ?) mol\s ovember, December, and
Fobruary. March 0% F. (27° C.) to 97° F. (36° C.) in
107-5° Fya (423;1‘(6 » and April; from 97° T, (36° C') o
(28°C.) to 93° F. )(;21\({? fa“%hJune; and from 83° F.
country is greatly GXPOSedOtrO : ;Cisiz Sof the year. The

The inhabit. o

1e mhabitants are Telugu, and s '

lIs:::igi:agei‘ﬁhe most widely diffused ofp:;:?r xﬁl esorll;zil‘;gr:

Ind .Whene}tr3 }?re an enterprising people, good fa;rmers.

men, hen ey }1ave the opportunity, skilful sea

mer . e are five Bre.than castes in this district
shatriya, one Vaisya, eleven Sudras, besides

more than thirty inferior industrial castes

number of mixed castes, » and a grea

The: Porurarion
e estimate of 1915 gi

. 9 gives the nu -
i)opulatlon as 5,011 ; this is an increasen;?e;4 of .th(
911, but there had been an almost exs 4 sine

decrease since 1891, when the populatio exactly equa

n was 5,005,

MAHE

The t ~tSURFACE AND River System

. erritory of Mahé, or ,

. -} 1 tJh 5}

Calicut and Tellicherry, and ab(:)i;:eig coast, between
u

east of th i et :
e latter town, lies within the Britilsflbd?:&tigt

MAHE 9

it 1s an undulating tract between the
oast and the low calcareous hills, outliers of the
vestern Chats, that rise behind it. The surface is
meven and in parts rocky. Itis covered with luxuriant
regetation, mostly coco-nut palm, which is economically
’he most important tree. The territory consists of two
rarts—the little town of Mahé, which lies on the left
yank of the river of that name and is used by the
French Government as a coaling-station; and the
isolated district of Nalutara on the other bank, con-
taining the four villages (aldées) of Chambara, Chala-
kara, Palour, and Pandaquel.

The bar of the River Mahé is dangerous, except in
very smooth water, and there are rocks off the mouth
of the river on both sides. During the dry season the
channel leading into the river is only 20 yards wide.
Above the bar small craft can navigate the river for
about 7} miles from the anouth. '

malabar.

CLIMATE

The climate is damp, ‘but, on the whole, healthy,
Mahé and Chandernagor being superior in this respect
“to other French colonies in India. The tempera-
cture is uniform : the normal range does not exceed
1o F. (22° C.)-86° F. (30° C.), the mean temperature
“is about 80° F. (27° C.). Rainfall is heavy and un-
failing. The south-west monsoon begins in May ; the
rains break in June and continue, with the monsoon,
to the end of September, and three-quarters of the
total annual precipitation (which averages probably
about 120 inches) occurs during these four months.

RACE

The bulk of the inhabitants are Malayalams, and
speak a language closely allied to Tamil. There are
a considerable number of rich Mussulmans in Mahé,
called Maplais or Maplots. Among the castes there is
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one peculic ahé, vi '
on t[ﬁ(}uh&l‘ t(? Mahé, viz. the Nayas (indigenol
ristocracy), a Sudra caste. ' "

. PoruraTioN

1e estimate of 1915 gives i

e cstin F 1915 gives the population as 10,819

Lhis 1s an increase on the ficures of 1¢ i

10,425, and the figures of 1oo1 oqon [OLL which wer
, gures of 1901, which were 10,298.

CHANDERNAGOR

N Igiz;r;du;ugt(l)r Is a town, with a small surrounding
e );,b n (1}0 r;ght bank of the Hooghly, 22 miles
by . ove Caleutta and immediately below Chin-

ra. It is little more than a ¢ quiet suburban town’,

with little trade by river : :
any kind. y river and little external trade of

The River Hooghly, which at Calcutta hag a depth |

(;t, IILE.LI‘Iy‘ five fathoms, is never more than 10 ft
deep in front of Chandernagor, and i | | ( .
is becoming silted u , e
Ganges.

at quarter
P by the alluvial deposits of the

. CLIMATE
The climate is favourable
b

by the trees, the heat being tempered

Y e 'llhe ramy season is from June to the
e, ober, and the rains are torrential in
Al - -1 average temperature is 88° F. (31° C.)]

€ maximum (in May) is 99° T, (37° C.) . o

Racr
‘The inhabitants are chiefl
Bengali and Hindustani. y
number of Gaurs.

Bengali, and speak
There are also a certain

PoruraTion

an'li‘lrizr:stimate of the population was 27,644 in 1915
. e ase} on the ﬁgures of 1911, which were 25 325,
ench population numbered 102 in that ;rear.

’

and there were 508 E
: uro
nearly all of whom were Blﬁ(::’]?s other than French,

II. POLITICAL HISTORY

(‘HRONOLOGICAL TABLE

1664 Establishment of ¢ La Compagnie des Indes Orientales’.
1673 (7) First settlement at Chandernagor.

1674 Frangois Martin lands at Pondicherry and obtains
permission to build a factory.
1675 A small fortification built at Pondicherry.

1676 (?) Chandernagor slightly fortified.
1688 Formal grant of site of Chandernagor.
1693 Pondicherry captured by the Dutch.

1697 Treaty of Ryswyck.
1699 Pondicherry restored to France under the treaty.
1721 Factory established at Mahé.

17256 Mahé seized and occupied by the French, with certain
small dependencies.

1731 Dupleix assumes charge of Chandernagor.

1739 Grant of Karikal by Chanda Sahib.

1742 Dupleix assumes charge of Pondicherry (January).
1748 Successful defence of Pondicherry.

y‘x’749 Grant of 81 additional villages near Karikal by

Chanda Sahib.
1750-2 Occupation and formal cession of Yanaon.

1754 Recall of Dupleix.

1757 Chandernagor captured by English ; French settlers
dispersed.

1759 Demolition of Chandernagor.

1760 Karikal and Mahé taken by English ; battle of
Wandiwash and siege of Pondicherry.

1761 Pondicherry capitulates ; subsequent demolition.

1763 Peace of Paris.

1778 The settlements again taken by English.

1783 Treaty of Versailles; settlements restored to

French.
1793 "The settlements again taken by English.
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Peace of Amiens; settlements ordered to be mﬁliﬂﬂ
but retained by Lord Wellesley. ;

1803 Renewal of war ; restoration of settlements cancelled

1814-15 Treaties closing the Napoleonic wars.

181617 Actual restoration for the last time of the settle

ments to the French, as on January 1, 1792.!

1802

(1) DomEestic

Tue first serious step towards acquiring for France:

a share in the commerce of India was taken in 1664,
when Colbert established the °Compagnic des Indes
Orientales’. The institution then founded never
attained success as a commercial company. The
complicated history of the French East India Com-
pany and of French enterprise- in India is, on the
whole, a story of failure. It may be studied in ample
detail in the French works specified in the list of
authorities (p. 56). ,

The two principal French settlements,
Pondicherry and Chandernagor, originated almost
simultaneously. About 1673 (the exact date is un-

certain 2) some French traders settled at Chandernagor .

on the Hooghly, twenty-two miles north of Calcutta,
which was founded in 1690. The site of the French
settlement was acquired permanenﬂf in 1688, InV
January 1674, Frangois Martin, leading a party of
refugees expelled by the Dutch from St. Thomé near
MAdras and from Masulipatam farther north on the
same coast, landed at Pondicherry, where he estab-
lished a trading station with the consent of the local

authorities. Slight fortifications were erected both at
! But the loge at Calicut was not given up until Feb. I, 1819
(Aitchison, vol. x, 4th ed., no. Ixxxii, p. 252). The limits of Mahé
were not finuily determined until Nov. 14, 1853, when the French
withdrew certain claims (Aitchison, ibid., no. Ixxxiii, p. 252).
2 Weber (p. 171) gives the date positively as 1673. The Imperial
Guzelleer gives 1672 or 1676. ‘

namely
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P'{}’hdicherry and at Chandernagor in or about 1675
and 1676. A small foreign town gradually grew up at
Pondicherry. About 1685 the French Company suffered
acute financial distress, and could not help the Indian
settlements.

In 1693 the capture of Pondicherry by the Dutch
destroyed French influence for the time being. Holland
retained the settlement until 1699, when it was restored
to France in accordance with the Treaty of Ryswyck
(1697). Chandernagor continued to be an insignificant
little place, until Dupleix took charge as Administrator.
In the course of ten years (1731-41) he built two thou-
sand houses and largely developed trade. The result
was that in 1757 Clive was justified in describing Chan-
dernagor as ‘a large, rich, and thriving colony’. In
March of that year, three months before the. battle
of Plassey, Clive and Admiral Watson captured the
town. As a matter of policy, the French settlers were
exiled ; and in 1759 the buildings, public and private,
were demelished.

On January 13, 1742, Dupleix assumed office as
Governor of Pondicherry and the Krench Possessions in
India. The energy which had transformed Chander-

r.aagor was trénsferred to the new field and effected
extensive improvements. Dupleix successfully defended
the town in 1748 against an English fleet. His story
belongs to general history. Here it is sufficient to say
that his ambitious policy was disapproved and reversed
by the French Government, and that he was recalled
in 1754. 1In 1761 Eyre Coote took Pondicherry after
a prolonged siege. A little later the town was delibe-
rately destroyed, so that, as Orme remarks, ‘ not a roof
was left standing in this once fair and flourishing city ’.
It is needless to follow the fortunes of the minor -
settlements, namely Mahé, acquired in 17256 ; Karikal,
acquired in 1739; and Yanaon, acquired in 1750-2,
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{ro.n the sca. In 1884 serious floods in the Pondicherry

Their fate followed 11 ‘ ;
at hat of Pondicherry 1 hov Nt '
cherry, but they neber territory rendered 30,000 people homeless, The boun-

btlf’l’(*r(-d much material injury in warfare
The modern hi £ ol e
, tern history of the Possessi pol!
the Peace of Paris o : .t,’h(/ Possessions dates fro
L‘mné‘ ”\/ Parts w1763, which restored them 10
}. ance. arious accessions of territory which had
been annexed {r ' : o

1 annexed from time to time were then cut offs

and the Possessi :
g S80S S . , .
S10NS were given bil/(}]( to FPHJHCC Wlth )

boundari .
s substanti: .
e ubst(mtm”y t]](! sane as th()S(’ CXiStlng

to-da Restrictions o
Y estrictions on fortification were imposed;

which remain in foree.
Ih se of  ti
dic}ller:oux.so of tfmv both Chandernagor and Pon-
: y were rebuilt.  Chandernagor never re ed
from the disaster of 175 a it
o o u?;r ol.) 1757, and has continued to be
> a quiet suburban t ' i
» own e €
e with little external
of the ninctee :
o fnct(,r(,nth century Lord Valentia considered
JTI ¢ second only to Calcutta.
e ssessions fre
e s fl’oss‘(»,slons frequently changed hands during
Briti lné' o-French wars. They were occupied by the
S 3 ; D
e v n 1778, 1793, an(.l 1803, but were not injured.*
I 4?/ We;(,\lrestored to France by the treaties of 1783,
and 1815, and fin ‘ I
5, a ally handed ove
oy y er in 1816 and
o )
cablrﬁcc the close of the Napoleonic wars®he Possessiond
ben ardly be said to have a history. Pondicherry
v QIadrp(, a well-planned, handsome town with good
ut YR a1 1 >
oul ings, and has attained considerable prosperity
na quiet way. In 1880 it was made a municipalit;,
ool a mayor z?nd a town council of eighteen members
v ¢ 18 described as ‘a decaying place’. In ‘1837
ana aid waste i .
on was laid waste by a hurricance and inundation

1 LO .
&ccord;gc‘eve“'ifley declined to hand over the French Possessions in
expect to l&s‘:;ll ;‘the Peace of Amiens in 1802, which he did ‘not
- . From 1803 thoy were | '
by the Indi; y were legally Brisish, but i
y the Indian Governm‘ont had been continuous from Il 7(())(.:;cupat10n

2 I » VPR .
Pondicher ry has prospered. At the beginning -

daries of Chandernagor were rectified in 1853.

(2) FOREIGN RELATIONS

Communications with foreign Powers are ordinarily
conducted through the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. But, portions of Pondicherry territory
being mixed up in a most inconvenient way with
the British district of South Arcot, the Magistrate-
Collector or District Officer of that jurisdiction is
necessarily invested with powers, as Special Agent, to
deal directly with the French authorities for the settle-
ment of questions concerning crime and extradition,
land customs, excise, and kindred matters, which are
often extremely troublesome. A British Consular
Agent, usually an officer of the Indian army, is
accredited to the French authorities and stationed at
Pondicherry, his appointment being arranged by com-
munication between the Foreign Office in London and

the French Foreign Office.!

1 Mutual extradition under judicial proceedings of all kinds is

by Article IX of the Convention dated March 7, 1815

L “agulated
e debtors

'“(Aitchison, vol. i, 4th ed., no. Ixxxiii, p. 259). Even fugitiv
may be claimed.

CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS

* ''he Conventions and Agreements still operative in whole or in

oart as to June 1, 1906, are printed in Aitchison, Treaties, &c.,ed. 4
'1909), vol. i, nos. |xxxiii-xe, pp. 266-86. Nos. Ixxxvii, Ixxxviii,
and Ixxxix are reprinted ibid., vol. x, pp. 2567-68. The essential
points are exhibited in tabular form on the following page.
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[II. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
CONDITIONS

(1) RELIGIOUS

Tuz Indian population of all the settlements, which
; almost wholly Hindu, enjoys the free exercise of its
eligion. The Europeans and Eurasians, or persons
f mixed descent, are almost without exception Roman
satholics. Pondicherry is the seat of a Préfet aposto-
ique or vicar-general for the French Possessions, and
f an archbishop, who has suffragan bishops at Mysore,
Yoimbatore, Kumbakonam in the Tanjore district,
nd Malacca. The town -also is the head-quarters of
he French foreign missions. The bulk of the in-
1abitants are Sivaists in religion.

The caste system is the determining feature of native
ife in Pondicherry, as elsewhere in India. There are
1ve Brahmanic castes in Pondicherry and Karikal, but
‘he bulk of the population are Sudras. Of these there
fre enumerated eleven castes, twelve secondary castes,
and eighteen low castes. But with a large number of
these castes the name merely shows professional occu-
pation and often includes people who have no connexion
with one another and who are of different social status.
Women of high caste do not show themselves in the
street ; those that appear there are either pariahs or
belong to low castes. Under French rule caste dis-
tinctions tend to become ignored to some extent. The
franchise is given to all irrespective of colour, caste, or

creed.
The Christians are, as a rule,

castes. They keep up the caste sys
c

drawn from the lowest
tem to a considerable
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exte . . .
¢ fnt, and in their churches
vOrIthe pariahs. '
|
1¢ Moha v, :
the whole ])(On))nn]"d-d”S number about m(in-twentioth of
" are either P(‘ﬂ;{;‘t}ml.ot the < Bstablishments ,’l‘hey
ants, 1.e. descendants of the original -

A8, Or }]10“.' y
were .O .C'b '( . re iI(\/qU(\”.t]t ) ('}L()’ll[?:(l..\f W'h().s'O alnces

a special part is assgal3

he G (2) Povrrrical,
vernor i i |
except during (t);uo fb[x)::rtl d:::‘l(l;} fl ol ’always o oo
25 Commisasey of o IK‘IO( of Lally’s tenure of office
military ot g he King (1758-61), the civil and
antm]' ad;n. (.)‘ t e Freneh Possessions in India. The
- Suit.n;)nl.sjm'ljtlon at Pondicherry is constructed
Many ;lc ,;,.t e Tux‘ & m.m_;h moro extensive territory. |
e 1’)qmrl nlmll?:,n(t:;l E;\/Jhm)fs cxn.jt,, severally supervising
Dep: nts of Marine, Justice, Treasur
IIlﬁmde:mwlfh‘mcc with FI'CHC%I usage, the ofﬁci;;; f:c
- G()llb‘d.nd modestly paid. In 1845 the salary of
Ofﬁ,C l'alozflemor was Rs. 1,400 a month, but no othe
O ial dirfe;w more than 400. The present rates of ) 1,'
do ot i der widely, put exact details are not availz{lﬁ?
gland. Republican institutions ha o
planted from the West. e boen trans-.
The Gove is assiste
n s b repre%entl. rom 18/9, and composed of 2§
o univo’,-m] “;ﬂ'r lrng all thciz Possessions, and (\Ib st
1y universal . age, Pondxchcrry IS represe wted
; ers, Chandornagor by 4, Kari Prosented by
l\fIahe and Yanaon by 2 cach " arikal by 8, and
sions elect a Deputy and ’n .S(" ‘“l(‘ combined Possos.
in Ehc Chambers at Paris, Hator to fepresent them
The Pondicherry torritory 1o 1
communes (as in 1‘916 Y l» D divided ingo
or . ), L&(,h.nm,na(r.
municipal board, on i ged by a communal
entitled to oceupy 5 o, 1eh  native Indians are
AN number of geats, Thc;

!

cight
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-ommunal council for the capital, the only town in the
territory, is composed of a mayor and 18 members.
The judicial establishment comprises civil and crimi-
nal courts of first instance and a court of appeal. The
(Government at Pondicherry is controlled to a consider-
able extent by the Chambers in Paris.
The lacal affairs of Chandernagor arc conducted
nistrator or a Chef de Service subordinate
Pondicherry. The Administrator

arasdanga loge at Balasor.
110 villages,

by an Admi
to the Governor at
is responsible for the ¥

The Karikal territory, which includes

is divided into three communes, each of which has
In the town of Karikal

a mayor and elected council.
d for Europeans or their

half of the seats are reserve
‘escendants. The settlement is in charge of an Ad-

ninistrator. Mahé is managed by a departmental
ead called Chef de Service. Yanaon is in charge of an
\dministrator. Although the population but slightly

xceeds 5,000, the Administrator, who is head of the

the criminal court, and the police, has a

nagistracy,
k, besides

wouncil of 6 members to assist him in his wor
v communal council of 12 members.

(3) MiriTARY ORGANIZATION
The military- force is insignificant, and is kept up
for police purposes only.
(4) PuBric EDUCATION
Public instruction is controlled by a departmental
head (Chef de Service) at Pondicherry. The college of
the Missions Etrangéres at Pondicherry provides

secondary, English, upper primary, and ‘ cours normal’

teaching in the Collége Colonial. The Calvé College,

an undenominational establishment open alike to

Furopeans and natives, which is affiliated to Madras

University, offers primary and upper primary instruc-
c2

.
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tion up to the standard for matriculation in thav
University. Facilities for studying law and medicine
exist ; and in 1908 a course in arts and industry was
instituted. The Collége Colonial has a staft consisting
of a sub-dircetor, four professors, five assistant pro-
fessors, five assistant masters, four instituteurs, and
a professor of English; and the Collége Calvé (for
superior primary and primary teaching) a sub-director,
six maitres d’anglais, and seventeen tnstituteurs. 'There
are also three primary schools in the town; and for
primary instruction in all the settlements there are
ninety-six male and female teachers of French and on€
hundred and four of native languages, under an tnspec:
teur primasre. There are also a large number of private
schools. The total number of pupils is estimated at
about 16,000.

The chief institution in Chandernagor is the Collég
Dupleiz, formerly called St. Mary’s Institution, foundec
in 1882, and under the direct control of the Frenck
administration. In 1914 it had six nstituteurs, four
teen maitres d’anglais, and onc teacher of Sanskrit
The minor settlements possess good churches and schoo
buildings and provide primary instruction. Karika
offers secondary and ‘ complementary > courses. Thert
are two free schools in Yanaon, one for boys and on¢
for girls, and three boys’ schools and one girls’ schoo
in Mahé. A considerable public library exists at Pondi
cherry..

Two botanic gardens, the Parc Colonial, dating fron
1827, and the Jardin & Acclimatation, dating fron
1861, have been cstablished at Pondicherry for scient
tific experiments in agriculture and horticulture.

V. ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

(A) MEANS OF COMMUNICATION
(1) INTERNAL
(a) Roads

Tur French Possessions in India are so widely
cattered in British territory that the means of com-
nunication are not capable of separate treatment.
sondicherry is on the main road from Cuddalore to
Madras, and is 12 miles north of Cuddalore. The road
rom Cuddalore to Pondicherry and two roads from
Pondicherry to Tindivanam, on the way to Madras,
wre metalled and bridged, and are practicable for
wheeled traffic at all seasons of the year. Roads,
shiefly (if not entirely) unmetalled, traverse the
French territory in all directions. Thie best of them
is the road by Villenour to Valudavour. Karikal,
Yanaon, and Chandernagor are also served by British
roads. Mahé is on the coast road running north from
Beypore to Tellicherry; and a long wooden bri(.lge,
maintained by the Malabar District Board, gives
access to British territory on the right bank of the

River Mahé.
(b) Rivers and Canals

Pondicherry.-——The river system is complicated by
the circumstance that the 69,000 acres of superficial
area in the Pondicherry district are scattered over
a total superﬁcial area of about 173,000 acres, and
that the 92 French villages are not contiguous. The
French territory consists of & series of enclaves, of
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which the most important, comprising |

. - -
>ondicherry
Oulgaret, and

Villenour, stretehies along the uppel
hank of the River Pambear.  Two others of the larger
enclaves border on the rivers Ponnaivar and Pambeard
and the main stream of the Gingee. A canal from the
SGingee traverses nearly the whole of the territory of
Villenour, and is continued to the lagoon of Nouttoukeny,
twice crossing British territory and connecting  with
the Gingee at Moutiampett.  The Villenour canal was
made in 1828-9. [t is 3-76 kilometres in length, and
the bottom width is 2 metres. [t passes under a well
of the Targe tank of Oussoudou by a 3-metre arch.
The Souttoukeny canal was constructed iy 1833. 'The
bottom width is 4 metres
metres,

Karikal.--The Arasalar, and the canals w

hich con-
nect its various mouths, are ravigable for small boats.

Chandernagor. —The Hooghly is navigable for boats
and river steamers up to and bevond Chandernagor, |
but not for sca-going ships, even of small tonnage.

. and the side slopes 1 to 1}

(¢) Railwuys

Pondicherry Railway.—A vy
cherry to Villupuram
Railway.

ailway runs from Pondi-
» @ junction on the South Indian
The length of the line in French territory
i5 12:633 kilometres (7:85 miles) out, of a total length
of 24 miles. The gauge is 1 metre,  For ‘the construce
tion of these 7-85 miles of railway, a concession was
granted in 1878 to the Pondicherry Railway Company,
with facilities for sub-concessions. The French Govern-
ment gave a subsidy of 1,264,375 francs, in return for
which the company pays one-half of the net profits t0
Government. On the expiry of the concession (June 18,
1978), the railway will become the property of the State.

Statistics of traffic are not available until 1903. In

that year the number of whole-distance passengers |

RIVERS; RATLWAYS 23

Fyas 291,7%0; and the figures show a steady increase
rwas . ’ >

1 1909, wiren the number was 415,673. The figures
;lor;tlllgll(z)ovs}ere slightly lower (409,826).. Theﬁﬁggl.lrei qf(());
passenger-kilomctres increased trom 2’865"3[) An l.mh
to 3,982,567 in 1910, The goods ’gra.fﬁc has .eengx; ich
m()r:‘ variable.  In 1903 the railway cz'erwd' ‘l.,., .
tons of merchandise over the whole length (;)f its ino ;
i’n 59()4, 1905, and 1906 there was a rapld‘ldec ine,
and‘ the figures for 1906 are 54,.030 tons. The ge:}f:
1907-10 show a still more 1‘ap1d.recoverl'y,lan L e
railway carried 96,398 tons over 1ts V\"h(; e eg§4 s
1910. The figures in ton-kilometres vary 1'0111910 ,
in 1903 to 591,627 in 1906, a.md 1,223,080 n} ! d .

Capital and Income.—Besides the 1.5;5ue o orl bub-
the amount of 1,264,375 francs for the (xov]ern‘mena’ Sital
sidy, the Pondicherry Railway Cqm])any ri‘z;ls ac I:I tal
of £10,000 in £5 shares (£3 10s. paid up). } e expel o
of construction were 955,495 fralmf:s. The receipts,

and profits show considerable variations
from year‘t,o y.ea,h From 1898 to 1902rthfe ansnu:,g
profits gradually increased from 11,1.1.) lgxi)a;c _~
94 412 francs, and rose to 73,910 francs in ; The
: ase in goods traffic then brought ajbout 2 I‘(i 91(1)((3;
Ition in the profits, which fell to 40,976 f}‘ancst}lln mtai
The recovery was complete by 1910, when e89 o)
receipts were 162,733 francs, the total experllzels2 a,fter
francs, and the profits 72,827 francs. In b éo for
the payment of one-half of .the 11(.3’?-(1pr(:i sf bo the
Govern}nent, the company .pald a divi Tn oOf £8I2)5

t. for the year, and carried over a balance : )
cer}(arikal __A railway, which is the property of ttz
French Government but is W01:ke(11 by I:z:rz | aJSI;)lu_ n
Indian Railway, runs from Karika 4to, o ri'he
distance of 23 kilometres (abf)ut 1% mi Co.mpany
agreement with the South .Indlan Rai waySes mpeny

is terminable at a year’s notice. The expen

expenditure

decre
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struction were 1,201,840 francs.
for traffic in 1898,
ordinary variations :

The line was opene
The traffic returns show extre

Tons carried the Ton-kilo-

whole distance. melres,
1903 56 464 617.899
1904 8.779 197,902
1905 11.608 185,789
1906 56,282 360,600
1907 12,439 243,545
1908 11,068 266,024
1909 13,551 411,767
1910 11,253 267,480

Chandernagor is served by the Kast Indian Railway
which has a station Just outside the French territory
Similarly, Mahé is served by the line from Caliout t¢
Cannanore, which passes close to it
from a lack of railway facilities.

Proposals to develop the railway system in Krench
India have frequently been made, The favourite
project has been a coast line from Pondicheiry to Cud-
dalore, via Bahour. It hasbeen under the consideration
of the French Government for the last quarter of
a century. The scheme was abandoned in 1897, but
revived in 1904; in 1905 it was sanctioned by the
Senate, and funds were voted. The railway has,
however, not been built. The cost of construction would
be very considerable, and it scems to be generally
agreed that there would be very little goods traffic
on a line from Pondicherry to Cuddalore, There are
difficulties of loading at Cuddalore, and there has been

a tendency to transfer tratfic from Cuddalore to Nega-
patam.

Yanaon suffer:

(d) Posts and Telegraphs
The postal service ix organized in accordance with
& convention between the French and British Govern-

~' ‘+ ‘.a“
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The telegraphic service lb entix(‘;]y ::;, dthi(;

1 of the Government of British In: 1a,.1 i
coﬂtrof the Indian telegraphic system. Unti ,;
Part‘ Om% from Pondicherry to Cuddalore were selz\rIl
te'lcf%\'ﬁdx:as, but there is now & dirgct connexion. o
?\:ire]ess installation is known to exist.

ments.

(2) EXTERNAL
(@) Ports
(il) Accommodation, d&c.

Pondicherry has no real harbour. In fglebdry se:sz?l
3 nd become
s G is cut off from the sea, an .
th(il (illltl}%;emarsh An iron screw-pile plerofs;)(;' iz:ndu;g
and . S 1 . sea-
i tends about 1,
jscharging cargo €Xx ut 1,
8Jndd‘;hbf(r.:'omgne&r the lighthouse. bhl.pb. boats ia,g
lwa‘f:l at it during the fine season, and it is conne:het
by il with the Pondicherry railway station, 80 ad
DY nd unloaded on the pier and
the adjacent foreshore. The pier has been exte;ziz :
and improved in the last few years. The opfn road-
tead is described as being one of the b(la\i do e
S: .. and as being superior to that_ of ail ra; N
yin ’to windward for the larger po_rtlon of‘ the y% hé
'yn;g ving less surf, and in possessing a rwefr.th he
o lal Snchorage is in from six to seven 1a % s
g(?nera;; r: but from October to Dece.mber, when ha,r
of V:? i' ;na,y be expected, it is.desn*abk_a t(; :l?cm(;
wl‘:autfehalf a mile farther out in eight to nme.t:, r:de ;
abo
The two roadsteads are knqwn‘;am%%s de
and * la grande rade’. Landing ‘%g\ﬂ%}?f el
n . - R , e . g’ “ .
;ible except at the pier ﬁne .We& PR\
PO;? kal.—The town of K -i8 more YA
art Dt R N
inland. The rivers In

- gicinity are all *)9,
streams; but, after the r iny e eice, can 'be
which there is a well-org ‘;\ze _

wagons can be loaded a

s, flat-bottomed boats
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to land cargo. Lading and unlading is carried on witl
hittle difficulty in the Arasalar river, butsthe bar is very
dangerous in October, November, and December. A
proposal for improving the bar of the
Janar, one of the numerous branches of the (/'m.lve!'i’f
by building a hridee with regulating sluices at Mana®
mutty, has recently heen approved by the French and,
British Governments, There is a good anchorage at
Karikal, in from five to six fathoms of water,
Yanaon.—There i

no port or anchorage at Yanaon.,
The  territory  lies

at the bifurcation of the riversfi
Godavari and Coringa, and extends along their banks, .
but the mouths of both vivers are obstructed by sand-:
banks. The Coringa, however, has a deep bed which,
at spring tides, admits vessels of 200 tons,

Mahé.—The town is on the south side of the Mahé
river mouth; and the French territory extends along
the beach in a southerly direction for a little over half *
a mile, and in a northerly direction to the middle of
the river. Rocks extend out from both sides of the
river entrance as far as the two-fathoms contour line.
During the dry season, the channel leading into the
river is near the south bank, and does not exceed’
20 yds. in width. The bar is dangerous except ir
smooth water. There is a harbour available for small
native craft familiar with the locality. The anchorage
is in five fathoms, about 2} miles from the shore,

Chandernagor,—Direct communication with the sea
is forbidden by the treaty which regulates the relations
of the French establishments to British India,

(1) Adequacy to economic needs

There can be no question about the
the shipping facilities of the

India. The absence of g satisf

India has frequent] y been de

inadequacy of
French settlements in
actory port for French
plored by French writers

'l‘imumalam-7 .
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w proposals have been made for impr(?vgment: a,z
~ } Karikalrand Pondicherry. The most impor an
j ah(/:t. nis t,hc construction of a new port at Pogd}-
P mt til(‘ mouth of the Ariancoupom, \fvhere it 18
ehery, al b ﬂ](s T1e des Cocotiers. M. Henr} Deloncle,
nft?)cte(’ lzjf Rambaud’s La France Coloniale (18393),
Wit ]mt tl.w b()xlst,ructyiorl of this harbour would mal?e
&Ssertft . ohe of the greatest commercial cen’m?s in
Pon‘dmherlr%}l t ﬁhe technical difficulties are not serious,
judia, a1t li kind which has not prevented the success

. f .
boing ovy © prises at Colombo and Madras. Hesays:

of similar enter v
the rice of the [Cnroman(}el] coastl to téllfc tcsot;f)(;l R
Tigll;gi/r:zl]y in the south of the F}?mrésnl;lai;oaimlllt pirr? et for o
‘ to the '
portatio! }:V(n*llghec (:2:)?{? ecould be embarked from 13 (?(;lriy ez,g
g ertb' the v%ar. Madras and Ca‘dcutta woub ca,I])CU_
i ronditions ¢ insurmountable inferiority. 1t has ete}:ln calou-
b Condltmpﬂ '2 n] \;ears the cost would be covered l})ly e Stmc:
bt m‘ emﬂd not be burdensome, because the coznd o
a_nd the Cues w would reduce the expenses of carriage ond of
oy Of quay:{ would diminish the waste tha{)t éz urg,ivboam].
:)at-hlre,_ari with the chelingues [small flat-bo ?énlessen 3
lconnex1§1 ‘ra idity of loading at_a quay woud unloa,d’ing-
e e -thIi)rds the time spent in loading t?m15 loading :
}(lialff gilg‘;}tx:)would (’:onsequently fall about 10 to p
nd fr 8

iti this character has got
No amblt.lf;:e Sfc}treerrrll:ra(l)fdiscussion; the %mprove(i
cyond th; S'n brécen'? years have been very shgl-lt,.a'n
1ents ma C l‘t \my is still dependent upon the prlmltlfve
he .W}mle by; g ats. The British Consular Report or
[gg};e O:p:;lerd— t(: t;l;o need of steam-tugs and lighters,
o re

wut these have not been supplied.

oping Lines.
(b) Shipping ,
ication Co.’s steamers
s dia Steam Naviga .
_'fhe ]?)rcl:slelerlxnl\’l[zdras and Negapatam provide a
lailing betwee

lng (}' w e
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service.  The Asiatic Steam Navigation Co. andXli

Messageries Maritimes also have a regular servigg, .
Ifondicherry, and the British India Steam Na 'fl}
tion Co. and the Asiatic Steam Navigation Co. 1§
Karikal. The Clan, City, and other lines send steamefl
as rc.:quired, for the ground-nut trade. These line
prf)vxde communication with the French colonies ¢
Réunion, Mayotte, Madagascar, and Indo-Ching. an
also with the Straits Settlements (Penang and S’in a
pore), British India, Ceylon, and European )orgté
The coasting trade from Pondicherry whichI wa
almo_st entirely controlled by the British, India Stean
Navigation Co., has become nearly extindt owing t
the competition of the railways, which pr()\’lidp bite
and cheaper facilities, and tap all the coasting'i)orbts

Tonnage.—In 1911, 1912, and 1913, the numbers of:

steam vessels of all nationalitjes engaged in foreigl
trade \fvhich entered the port of Pondi;:lne' Or" fe
Tespectl.vely, 212, 219, and 195. The effect Ifr{h?‘e ‘“’
is seen in the reduction of the number in 19(;4 t ) 1v::7'
'}‘he tonnage figures for the four years are, res ect(,)ivel
542,192, 574,615, 429,815, and 394 794 ’ Tlﬁ . ZI‘;
tonnage of Yessels entering and cl;a'rir'lg P;flda;ZﬁI«;il%
gas not Va,rleq greatly in the Jast twenty-five yemg
n ?verwhfalml.r%g proportion of these vessels were of
?J;’gsh natxona:hty——-lfig in 1911, 175 in 191‘2 1‘34 in
o, éF;'Lyndal 1d 1 in 19141, with tonnages 456,377, ;84 818,
) , § , ‘n 3.20,69.‘) Tespectively, The fi rures" for
(41;32((3) " vessels for the four years are : 1911 58 v/(‘gs'sels
26 ;egsei‘on’;g)),fl 1912, 26 vessels (37,5644 t,o;ls); 1)9139
o (} eI:I TS 110 tons) ; 1914, 25 vessels (45,480 tons).:
o en a;sr;l ves§els entered Pondicherry in each of
6,435{ 6,245 ir:clld2aln2dl (:: int'wlM (tomnge 6,940,
‘ , ’ ’ ‘espective The
20;73u:‘xtro-ﬂungarian vessel.f werec: yilg 1 llho( | (;mmbel:
,579) 5 1912, 4 (tonnage, 10,915 ; 1913: 5 (tgﬁﬂzge

¥
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#3%16) ; and 1914, 2 (tonnage, 5,586). Other nationali-
jes, represented in the list of steamers entering are
Jreece, 1taly, Holland, Denmark, Russia, and Norway.

The foreign trade of Karikal is dependent upon
British lines. In 1912, 102 British vessels (tonnage,
200,398) entered and cleared ; in 1913, 107 (tonnage,
196,051) ; in 1914, 98 (tonnage, 154,160).

(B) INDUSTRY

(1) LaBour

The inhabitants are as a rule frugal, polite, patient,
and hard-working. Their manners are simple ; they
work agsiduously in the fields, and have taken readily
to the new industries introduced into the country.
They have good memories their leading faults are
lust and mendacity, and their reputation for cleanliness
is not great.

The principal emigration is that of coolies from the
colony going to the French colonies of Réunion and
the Antilles. The regulation of this is organized under-
a convention concluded with England in 1861. Official
of the French Government superintend the
atch of the coolies to their destina-
tual repatriation at the termination

agents
gecruiting and disp
tion and their even
of their contracts.

(2) AGRICULTURE

(a) Products of commercial value

—The flora is extremely varied, and the
land, being alluvial, is very fertile and suitfac'i to bearing
a great number of crops. The chief authorities hajve I_‘°t
differentiated the products of the separate territories,
80 that the list given here may be taken as that of
the French Indian establishments generally rather than

of Pondicherry in particular.

Pondicherry.
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ry .
I'he  timber-trees inclhude e
+teak, sandal-wood, ¥
2 ,

wood or cal;
large V-u-i(:;“:“”hfw’. and ron-woods  There
Yool Iruit-trees includi ore ®
, Hudimg coco-nut

bananas, pomegranates, n;
dates, oranges, and i,g rgoes, guavas, tamarind
ot . v ¢ crtrons. Mhes
partially included ; oo 1ese trees are o0
o (;Li)()l,t/{;‘tjf-:i - statistics of land un(l(\,_' (-;1ltivﬂ
? N . ’-’.) {L('l‘(-g ’.n t,Jl‘ > i l : E
'_l.h(, most mportant iy ) ¢! (mdwhm"w d]‘%rwﬁ;
often grown on (e 5 e ooco-nut tree, which !
on the borders f ¢ margms of cultivated lands ap
out of Pnndi(]' of roads and canals. The roads Jeadil
. ‘nerrvyv . . : ' e
are richly ]in;fdl r,z i;L}nd especially the road to Villenoutt
. v vith coco- o .
tulip trees, and acacias 'l:}mIt woes, tamarind troe
which yiel acias. The areca or betel-nut palm
dds the be R
also (rr;))lwn‘]; Lh]L b(f“] or areca nut of c()mmCI‘IC)e. 11
The ;ui’ mj: 11“‘ Pondicherry and Karikal distriétsé
N r(\ e 3 4
betel, is ’in v(..( W.]th lime and the leaf of the pipel‘:
employed for I Vlv'lqo 111% as a masticatory. It is als0
! A " medicinal purposes '
ti ' ) purposes; and a strong decoc
oIn f(i)t .tho nut is used in dyeing rong decos ]
nnn Y Rt ' :
distri f,lt-dy more valuable than all the trees of the
Simﬂc is the Arachvs hypogea, a shrub somewhaf‘%
ar m appearance to the dwarf gard
more bushy. It prod ‘ , garden pea, bu
ressed. vi produces the ground-nuts, which, wher
pressed, yield an oil which is used f ’ s wh
poses as oli s used for the same puj
poses as olive and almorid oil. The nuts pur
in large quantitics to Franee ‘ : ‘ t? are exported
l France, where the pr .
;Oid.and exported as olive o "1‘11(' feon i product is
ul in treatin |0 P IICI AL success:
diﬂtinguiql;« blg 'ground'-nut oil 50 as to make it j
for T shable from olive oil. In India, it ; v
or lamps, and yields a more brilliant a, 1t is also used
light than an equal quantit moant and more durable
used as food for cattl TJ}l y of olive oil.  The Jeaf i
) C cattlie, 1¢ rro“'t] 4 ; ‘
industry, which developed ‘fbnut, lot the ground-nut
. . C )
i;lt'(’ use large tracts of sandy do t 87(')7, has brought
he vie - Isandy desert. AVOPALE
vield of ground-nuts s fr 3 n average land
(about 1} tons) of unshel Ad b L0 to 1,600 kilo#
icd nuts per ¢ . ;
acre, producing

4
A

e

igernels.

vetches, onions,
sugar-cane,
ground
a small cultiv
obtained from the Acacia arabic
pepper,
$ago ; and arrac
nut. Rice furnis

tants ;
esteemed is samba.
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"800 to 1,000 kilos (16 cwb. to 1 ton) of clean

L]

oducts of the soil are rice
and other vegetables, betel, indigo,
bananas, and other fruits, coco-nuts,
-nuts, and oleaginous grains. There is also
ation of tobacco and cotton. Gums are
a, spices from the white
cinnamon, and cloves. Spirits are derived from
k and callou are distilled from the coco-
hes the fundamental food of the inhabi-
there are thirty varieties, of which the most
Among other crops are castor-
bajra millet, and the opium poppy.
Bamboo is found generally through the territories.
European vegetables grow as well as tropical.
Agricultural conditions are influenced by the eircum-
stance that the territory of Pondicherry is as a rule
only slightly above sea-level ; the territory of Karikal
and Yanaon never rises beyond 33 ft. ; the territory
of Mahé rises to 165 ft. The area under cultivation
is between a half and two-thirds of the whole; it
varies from year to year with climatic conditions and
\with the demand for individual products. When the
jfains are favourable, there is a small increase in the
total cultivated acreage; and rice and vegetables (and,
since the outbreak of war, indigo) are grown on lands
which in bad years are used for less important products.
Land which 18 completely irrigated (i.e. about three-
Rfths of the total Jand under cultivation) is largely used
for rice. Twenty years 280, nearly half (in the Karikal
district, aine-tenths) of the cultivated land was devoted
to rice, but this proportion has greatly decreased. In
the four communes of Pondicherry, between 1999 a'nd
1913, about a quarter of the lan'd under cultivation
was used for rice, and over @ third for peas, lentils,

The chief pr , peas, lentils,

oil plant, sesame,
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and other vegetables. The most productive oropug |
weight of produce per acre) are indigo, yegeﬁabl,e.’ Tiod
(nelly), small grains, and tobacco ; the least produg
are cotton, sugar-cane, and betel.

The fauna is not extensive and has no very specia:
charact8ristics. The white ant does great destruction
among .the crops, especially in Mahé. Of domestic
animals horses are rare; oxen are used for nearly all
purposes of transport. v

Karikal.—For the general description, see under
Pondicherry (pp.29-32). Rice is grown extensively, and
coco-nuts on the higher ground. Cotton grows wild,
but is not cultivated. Indigo and ground-nuts could
be developed. No sugar, coffee, cocoa, tea, or tobacco
is grown ; they would demand too much care and ox-
pense. In the seventy years between 1824 and 1894
the ground under cultivation increased from 22,540
acres to 24,827 acres.

There is practically no pasture in the territory. Oxen
for work are imported from British India. In 1897 the
census of the chief domestic animals was as follows :

Oxen

tive

14,460
Buffaloes 10,035
Sheep 6,500
Goats 9,840

The skins and horns of animals slaughtered
to be worked in the province of Mazavaram,
Yanaon.—The principal crop is rice, but the land is
cultivated much less than it was. The number of acres
cultivated in 1850 was 3,582, in 1860 3,891, in 1870
4,312, but in 1900 only 1,537.
About 2,370 acres are deyv
There are in the country ab
buffaloes, cows, and sheep).
Mahé.—About 3,630 acres ar
enough is produced for the j
import for their needs,

are sold

oted to stock-raising.
out 1,500 head (oxen,

e devoted to rice, but not
nhabitants, who have t0
About 9,850 acres are devoted
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. of which the coco-nut is most important,
?t)‘lz;znc;ﬁzf:;,gdﬁ)eing the areca, banana, and latania.
ori, o. vanilla, and cocoa are planted to some
it b’?‘lge’ soil of the four aldées is extremely fertile.
Peoes is iz;.r;ted at the foot of the fruit-trees. There
S:;p}i:zg;xi?icent specimens 9f ‘thfe Carhyfga ?TTSO(S&%\?(;
palm), ?vhich furnishes an ln'ferlor ‘km‘ (? sago.
oround is specially set apart "ror.pa.sttflrc;gc.s e chict
) Chandernagor.—The land 13 full of tree r,ld ¢ chief
being coco-nut palm, date-palm, ‘arec?,bzmboo
fruit-trees. There is a large quantity ol i

(by Irrigation
The plains in the Pondicherry distﬁct ?Jre ?i;)lvgrzi
with an immense number of tanks, Whlch afhire : eTh;_»
the streams come down from the hll-;b o it can reach
superfluous water is thus utilized be o}l'e ; N
the coast; and, except for a flood w :10 i The
oceurs at the end of October, ﬁOOdl(;l%, “lb ;]i;qe bu{,
tanks are not placed on any marked mu(rilag ’ S‘l;ape
on ordinary sloping ground. They are ma Ofmﬂ P ‘ql()> ;
the point of the V being down the llr:le o t,(fr m t}?e
ind the arms inclining up the slope. The v&;a rn nine
&anks is sufficient not .onl}; hforle]!::l’PZieivgusl sf that
. : y e ’
hat a0 o ari?:l;?: ai:/l}llr;%l the rivers are dry. ':['he
Ponnaiyar and the Gingee rivers aredﬂﬁigﬁ)ﬂncﬁi
irainage lines of the Pondu?herry d 11519 di.scharge
Ponnaivar is 400-500 metres 'w1de, and ﬁ e
arieg zero to 3,655 cubic metres in 100G, ol
l‘;d;(lle;;;“(;z;rf the Ponnaiyar and the Malta;‘ }1ls ;Zrl,?j :n
: -courses from the Ponnaiyar. L ere 1
:ﬂb“;i;z cgsstem of artesia.n. wells 1;;9 t;l; izn'ilg';?,
deposits near the coast. Boring ;ras ve;rg since. The
and has been continued successiu vyf er industrial and
water js drinkable, and is excellent 10
D

shey are av
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agricultural purposes. For many years it was sup)
only to the European town; but a rew waterwao-
scheme, completed about 1913, now ensures &
water-supply to all parts of Pondicherry. t
- Karikal has an inadequate system of irrigat
from the deltaic streams of the Cauveri; and there ard
‘also artesian wells in the district which supply drinkini
water. A new water-supply is being provided for the
town by the construction of a rescrvoir and hydrauli¢
pumping station on the River Arasalar, at a village
about seven miles from Karikal.
Yanaon receives a gratuitous supply of water fol
purposes of irrigation from a British eanal.
The whole system of irrigation in French India it

antiquated and inadequate. The complexity ,of the’

geographical situation of these enclaves no doubt
adds to the difficulties of the situation. The KFrench
Governor, in a public speech in 1898, insisted on the
necessity of new irrigation works; and the British
Consular Report for 1904 mentions that in the drought
of that year the tanks in the Pondicherry district
were almost all dry. Rir George Forrest, in his Cities
of India, calls attention to the fact that the water
buckets are still raised by men working with the

feet—the system described in the Pentateuch as)

existing in Egypt, ‘ where thou wateredst it with thy:
foot °. j

(¢) Forestry

“

No figures are available for the area devoted to the

bushes and trees which yield some of the most valuable
products of the French colonies in Indja.

I
Uyl
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A (d) Land-te ure

The French Government originally cor}sidered that
. had succeeded to the proprietary rights of the
indigenous sovereigns ' in the land, and tha:t thﬁ
lomain of the State covered the whf)l.’ 1€ 9f Brencf
erritory in India. It did not ac.lml_t 'the exxstencf, of -
ndividual property, but only 01_? individual possesslon%
;njoyed by privilege, and subject, under penalfty 0
sviction, to certain obligations. A second series }? 1_Jpos,-
sessory rights was admibted. in the case ofdw a a,r?
known as aldées de conce‘ssww——lands, Fhe. lues l?agr
able from which had been lg;ggted ;01;%(;1V1<}1:1a ;851
; i » between an . -
[t:}(irelce‘[?‘::::;l mggsernment reno'unced its px‘gpr'letarz
rights in Jands rented and .cultlvated by nlatxves, .zg;
acknowledged the ownersb(;pdq:hg;eﬂ?gffuzonﬁzﬁzé t(;
their title, provide A : ‘
X;I; tt:i::eel;‘egula,tion taxes. ]?‘ailure to meet };(:hls ol;l;%:,;
tion ma:y involve the forfeiture both of t' ‘e pr; uct
and of the land itself, but, apart frqm t)‘hlﬁ coxllt}&tm,‘
the definite ownership of the land by the hcu iv tor
as been admitted since 1854, and the c anget f
E; ficial to the agricultural development o©
con bene An attempt made in 1893 to commute
¥ y individuals in the aldées de
ful, and the imposts on t‘hese
i ders of the concessions.
lamils a;’? stlléfpa»i’ :ﬁ;ﬁttyo ;};: };?;de in acgordz?nce with
Fr:ii?i:f: ang sales of land are invalid without an
official registration. : . the ownership of
ic Works.—The Stat.e I:Bt&ln e
&HP::lZ;ﬁEary works and buﬂdmgs% and has th B fnd
of taking, without the payment

an indemnity,l
i nals, or
necessary for irrigation, the construction of( e, ¢
other works of public utility.

D2

the colonies. "
the privileges held
concesston Was unsuccess
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(3) Fisurrres
There are fisheries at Pondicherry, Karikal
nagor, and Mahé. No figures are av
regard to them cxcept those
Exports (p. 44).

(4) MINERALS

A large deposit of lignite which was discovered &
Bahour in 1882 extends to Arranganour
east of Bahour) and Javalacoupom (8 kilometres north
east of Bahour), and consists of a compact mas
occupying about 4,000 hectayes (roughly 10,000 acres)
and estimated to contain some 250,000,000 tons. Th
calorific power is only 0-66 of "that of Cardiff coal, ant
it is therefore of little value for export, but it is 1-5¢
of that of filas wood, the best local combustible, £
company was formed to work the deposit, the pro
ducts of which find a market at Pondicherry.

The regulations with regard to mines were mads
by a decree of November 7, 1884, following the linef
of the regulations made in 1883 for New Caledonia
By that decree, the Council of Mines can authorize
borings without the consent of the proprietor of th
land. A proprietor can prospect on notifying thz
authorities. In either case, there is a tax of 40 centimes
per hectare. Concessions on Government land are
granted by the Governor in Council after consultation
with the Council of Mines. The tax is 50 centimes
per hectare. The regulations are of little importance,

as the only mines are the lignite deposits above-
mentioned.

(3 kilometre

(5) MANUFACTURES
Textile and Oy,

poncatil emical.—The priﬁcipal industries at
rondicherry are cotton-spinning ang mechanj v
Ing.  The establishmeny i i

L oof mills for cotton-spinning

T nder. fter 1873
ailable . 'ar some vears after
which are given undtih ‘,'#vcrv serious blow to it, and for some y

X h Al T BN ;;,V
FMINERALS; MANUFACTURES i

i : » Governor of
the result of suggestions made by the Gov

ition of
' but the competition o
%mg successful for many years, f
i 'b?xcffnd Belgian cloths in the market of Senegal dea
1811 d 3¢

dicherry begween 1826 and 1828. The manufacture
% |

oo ills were all closed.  The French
?(\ t']‘lmc,;]t)l;l[;l(}zgof?:,}:l bounties for the expo‘rt 9f 2:
o m'ntb) ies dyed blue with indigo, knqwn as 9(;”31 re,a
eot-joon 2 ;llu: pfincipn] products of t}.le mills ; an eIn
vhich are‘ ejma,rkable development in recent yeau:s.dléS
185 befn Z I;A;ere three mills, with somf?’Z,0,000 Spl;. ir;
582()1‘3 t \t?;e management of the S?czete. Sa?(;a’;‘n : 013
206 o fou th mill had been established; an 3 1699
1906 a four fve mills with 71,233 Spl?’ldle% arz ' ’ iy
bhere'werle s, employing 6,190 inside workers a :
180 o h'izmb (;rkers. There are several mdlg‘? m&illlll
1,189 f)utSI f(>1Wd eworks, chiefly connected with the
ctories & -néef . the water supplied to the tﬁwﬁ
'trade M ?uzo be’ specially suitable f(?r the bluti yo
N beh‘ewche s fabrics. A quarter (.)t a century ago
used for ¢ 6bout, 100 indigo factories and some ;
there Wereb&t the demand for indigo has been grz?ia;' {1
dy e‘.ﬁqus’ ]:)1 the introduction of aniline dyes, w 1C'e
ElmImShEd ly destroyed the export trade, }mt “lfzrl 4,
e oy o }‘]r imported for local use. Smtgs vion
before the WX& " temporary revival in the product és
there h:%s becnt&ml indigo. Pondicherry ?Jlso Possessil-
of dyes from na )Zd ironworks and foundries, (Si(-)r:;l‘(laler
bwo well-equ11)}és and brickworks, and ah lé‘rlven};:
works_, l-oanner:]a]::es very cheap liquor, and 1-3»0 ; ec(:zssary
The dlstﬂleryl‘h . in consequence, found it n e
ment of Madras ({;Zty area for arrack .all }I;?m;rea .
to create a 10:;1138' the liquor madg in % ti*so tion
French settlom d a; a check upon its n; tuty. In
slightly co]ourend% prescribed for the lowe decline of
?{:y ond t’h.(; b}(\);g b.ee.n possible t0 arrest a
his way 1 ;
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British revenue which: was noticeable about 189%\J
The oil industry has decayed in the st f’ox.‘tyﬂye&!"i
owing to competition with' the Malabar . cofat any
Ceylon ; but, until about 1877, the. commeea.iu Mg

cherry was chiefly in indigo and cocarnus oili "%
" Among other industrial establishments are a bont
mill, an ice-factory, and a factory for the manufactu
of cocotine, a substitute for ghi. '

Native Industries.—The native population engag
in a large number of industries, including the mant
facture of palm juice and its products, crude was
mats, baskets, ropes, glass, nautical fittings, sailclotl
children’s toys, soaps, jute cloth, guinées, &ec., and (
articles made from tortoise-shell, the horng of t’he zeb
and buffalo, and mother-of-pearl. Hand-weavin l;a
largely died out, but the Patnulkarans, a Guga,rm
caste of weavers, still make a zephyr fabric whgch i
us;d ;f)cal]fy, and is also exported to Singapox"e
_ indian families in Pondicherry make ' ic.
18 exported by little vessels (callgi dhonysl))(zt)tggl’ ;V hol:é
Cozlozlgrblcl).,tand ;ht(al Straits. In the villaées of Mougtall)pet
and Nellitope Indians i i
and Ne Thiy nd dev:;lake good loin-cloths of silk an:

1 also at goldsmith’s work. i
work, jewels, and embroidery. TLace and en?gr(,)il;gﬁ

are made by Hindu an . 4
intendenc.e o}é the Sistersdong?lgcig;shf;dg the super
The principal manufactures of K&rikai u:[l.y -
a}zﬁikz(l)tiery, both on a small scale, Si(nce:a 1%3'{7’
il Co :vgh .bialen a petroleum depot of the Stan(iard
Structig flc. Obtm}]ed & concession for the on-
The igd(; ;n} tanks in that year. he con
are of no ;Zfs O.f Mahe, which g g decaying tow;n:
pleasant, resig ¢ mmportance, Ch&nder‘ha, -

sidential town, gor is

o Tl ,
are of politicg] rather than cor&ili?i?il(z:(; 2bove, p. 2)
ue.
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(C) COMMERCE
(1) DomEesric

The area is so small that the domestic commerce is
rery insignificant; and no figures are avail_ab.le. A
arge proportion of the products of the soil is con-
wumed in the district. The only markets are the towns
»f Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanaon, Mahé, and Chande}--
A Chamber of Commerce was established in
which is the only market of any
importance in French India. The Chamber is 'elected
by the leading merchants. The commerce is very
largely in the hands of French houses, many of them
of old standing. The bank is the Frfench Bank of Indo-
China. The most important foreign compamnies are
the British India Steam Navigation Co. and the

Standard Oil Co.

nagor.
1879 at Pondicherry,

(2) FOREIGN

ts of figures are available for the foreign tra,fle
of '1:1‘1’: igrench gcolonies in India,——.th'e French. official
returns and the British official Sta:tISthS.Of Indian sea-
‘sorne trade. The French ﬁgur'eSf are in francs,. and
relate to calendar years; the ].31‘lt:lSh figures are glveg,
at different periods, in francs, rupees, and in Apm'llnls
sterling, and are for the Indian financial yea,rf( pgl ~
March 31). When allowances are me.\,de or these
differences, & comparison shows th.at n; S(;I;le ye;zzs
the two sets of figures are apprommatt? { e sa,Thé
but that in others there aré large va:rla; 1011113. ke
totals of the two sets of figures for ngle Fi:,nc{l e
Lot fmm—jis'?f&? t;(I)l rl(g:j(; ixtma’l::ars, £753,000 out

iffer by,

3)?95552?3051(% ?)00 The }:iiscrepa.ncy .igs very larg:?; tr;a:;—l
able t; th’e years when the British figures g
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in rupees. It must be remembered that thyee m
of 1895 are included in the French figugos and not 1
the British, and that three months of 1914 are include:
in the British figures and not in the Krench. Th
returns may be taken as approximately correct, b
their significance is diminished by the absence of aS
figares for imports or exports by land. These ha !
greatly increased in recent years, but no statistics ar
available except the returns of goods traffic on th
Pondicherry railway.

The sea-borne trade of the French colonjes in Indi
has varied very considerably in the last sixty years :

Total sea-bor ne trade of

Year. French India.
Francs.
1857 48,033,060
1860 32,313,940
1870 19,085,332
1880 33,411,714
1890 21,787,002
1895 18,406,163
1900 14,743,370
1903 37,378,613
1905 33,542,204
1909 39,874,352
1910 45,842 544
1911 46,156,588
1912 46,249 989
1913 54,557 249
1914 41,849 140
1915 27,342 548

The French colonies ip India had a ve
period about 1857-8, The years from
witnessed a decreage in trade, ¢
of Ceylon and the Malabar coas
of coco-nut oil, which had p
portion of the trade of P
prosperity of ¢

'Y prosperous
. 1860 to 1871
wing to the competition
t; this ruine
epre
ondiche
colonjes beg

d the export
sented g large pro-
V. From 1872 the
A o reviye, and the
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. of the trade in ground-nuts led to a
me]Opmen?&;ﬁthﬁ:pzi';(()l(; of bimd trade begag about
Z(;)(Z)ng con“oinued,. with some variations, until 1190}(])t
he ,ycars 19014 were prosperous ; t‘here lxggsg atJOs 11314
celine in 1905, 1906, and 1907, and h‘orln‘ 8 to 1914

. colonies participated in the genera expan; o
i (' a-borne trade and had a larger iorelgn trade
e Other time in their history. The increase
o O'ked in the vear before the 0utbrea1‘< (ff
ar verfi T‘{'laJ‘:'ot‘,ributanle to prices obtained, for it is
ot rofl ‘.l‘?d( either in the quantities exported or in
o et ﬁ’ ares. The value of sea-borne trade in
gi?tirréiggcdgthdt of 1912 by 8,.‘;07,.251 f:‘altgclsé vk:;z

Sl of t 1 clearing m 191,

" tt(l)lt f:rll (z;li‘t)’l(ﬁafgl(;lf;l;%;g% tons. The price of
ens the at ,

) , t, was very high
round-nuts, the most important export, Y
X 1- Dy

" [1‘1913 borne trade Qf the Krench establishments
The sea-borne '

s of exports over
India shows a very large eXcess of exp
n India 8 .

ok Imports. Exports.
(Value in framcs.) (Value in {ga;ws.)
& 25,995,

3 6,318,235 : s
:ggg 5,253,409 ;i,iii,&w
1880 7,970,068 1:77099’046
1890 4,637,956 ]0’713,834
1900 4,029,536 27,1351997
l;)()’) 6,356,207 27’446;013
191;) 8,376,531 :‘37’988 086
1911 * 8,618,302 37,218:209

914 9,031,780 v 0095
l:i; 10,837,115 327133:5“
:;)[4 7,545,629 ’

. imports, 9,281,358
for the five years 1909-13 : 1mp
£ ¢ for y !
f ‘\vex:ag rts, 37,344,778 francs | ‘ )
rancs ; exports, .

aracteri
en charac : h
. s s always bee he Frenc
This excess has of t

imports
India ; so long ago as 17 16 the imp
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colonies in India
were .
the exports at 6,868,0 valued at 3,780,000 livres,

00 livre fs

mu 8. It is i

! ch grea,t.er than the excess of ™ proportlon,
in the foreign exports over imports

:JZ ei;%g for British India for the
jea —-14 shows an import Vui
(9X01udi§;{p252 value of £149,487,
imports to eXZZ‘:‘;e -alld‘ gold). The proportion of
therefore, roughl Slm French India for 1909-13 I8,
1909—10—.1913-11 i to 4, and in British India for
18, at all events i % raughly, 2 to 3. The difference

0 part, ‘attributable to the modest

standard of ljvi
. Ing whicl ai
officials and merchants) prevails among the French

arises from forej The overplus of s
i oregn trade ; plus of exp
coasting tra, ‘ i in the rani | :
way, e.gg. in (130358 bﬁlance is mmifililgs Otl;(}};:areg:ll:;%
trade showed an i’m‘z)oirtl theistatistics of the coasting
against ex : value of

imports anlaor:; of 1,349,480 fra,ncxs.3’3T7ﬁ:e43ﬁ6 uf::: 02;
variable. ports for the coasting trade fr.e very

The figures of
of re-exports are insignificant. In 1914,

of a total
€Xport valued at 34,303,511 francs gOOdS

to the valye
, of 48’025
the French colonjes in Ilflrd.&iz,cs Wwere re-¢xported from

five years 1909‘10
ue of £101,113,000,
000 for merchandise

(a) E
Qua it Xports
e ntities gnd Values.

&°f ground. —The most v :
peg&n to dGVelonuts' Between 187¢ a\};;labletzxpgrtdl:
increased frq P, and 1885, the ox s en the tra
' m under fort of ground-nuts
rancs in value t0
» and the 'I;he value in 1913 was
The val otal quantity exported
nuts and’fll;l © eXport is made 1y o Ly Va8 23,909,514
T o e o e
n of strippe

was 107,238
francs, tons,

sea-
a-borne trade of British India. The.
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IWund-nuts is about 25 per cent. higher than is obtained
for unshelled muts, but the latter, owing to their bulk,
have generally to pay almost double freight. The
proportion of nuts exported in shells depends largely
upon the supply of decorticating machines, which
has sometimes been quite insufficient to keep pace
with the expansion of the trade. The average number
of. tons of ground-nuts in husks exported from Pondi-
cherry in the five years 1909-13 was 9,667-5, but the
numbers in individual years varied from 821 tons in
1909 to 18,890-72 tons in 1911. In 1913 the export
value of ground-nuts in husks was 25 per cent. of the
total, but a supply of decorticating machines, manu-
‘actured locally, reduced the proportion in 1914 to
)-9 per cent. of the total. The price of ground-nuts
varies very considerably from year to year. In the
years 1909-13 the price of stripped ground-nuts varied
from 30 to 40 rupees Per French candy of 240 kilo'
grammes (i. e. from 8s. 4d. to 11s. 11d. per cwt.). In
the beginning of 1914 it was 52s. per candy, and in
the end of the year fell rapidly,* after the outbreak of

d. per candy (about Bs. 7d. per cwt.).

war, to 28s. 8 1
Pondicherry 18 now & great emporium for ground-nuts,

grown not only in French but also in British Indigy
and especially in Tanjore. Special facilities i.n con-
nexion with ground-nuts are givex} for the Pondlcher.ry
market by the Bank of [ndo-China; and cf)mmercxa,l
houses In French Indo-China prefer Pondicherry to

British ports. . \
Nost }in importance to ground-nm;s is the export of

lue of which was 7,166,720 francs

cotton fabrics, the va
in fgoé, 7,341,367 francs in 1913, and 6,365,182 francs

ound-nuts after the out-

. in the price of g ) .
1 This remarkable falii aurl o ePgndicherry’ which relies mainly on

was ecu Ty 2
:l::&];‘;fn:l,x&rmarkerz. The price. in Bntn:ih I()Iﬁ?l ;ell only from
115, 83d. per cwt. iR 1913-14 to 114, 03d- 11 1 .
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in 1914, The quantity exported in 1913 amounte~
to 2,412,916 kilogrammes (over 2,412%tons). The
average number of bales exported from Pondicherry
in the five years 1909-13 was 8,175 bales of guinées
(dyed fabries) and 5,164 bales of other cotton fabricd.
The export of cotton fabrics has remained approxi-
mately constant in the last decade. The figures for
the export of cotton thread have heen more variable,
falling, for example, from a value of 2,685,360 franes
in 1906 to 617,507 francs in 1907, owing partly to
Japanese competition in the East, and partly to the
growth of transit by land. But more recent ycars have
shown a recovery; the value was 2,318,860 francs
in 1913, 1,654,560 francs in 1914, and in 1915 cotton
thread was an exception to the general decline, and
increased in value to 2,549,250 francs.
exported in 1913 was 1,017 tons.

The exports of ground-nuts and cotton fabrics are
made almost entirely from Pondicherry, those, from
Karikal being insignificant. Two other mnportant
exports—rice and fish—are made from both ports,

and there is a small export of fish from Mahé and
JChandernagore.

The quantity

The export of rice has increased in
yalue from 7,619 francs in 1906 and 10,266 francs in
1907 to 1,848,053 francs in 1913, and 1,232,266 francs
in 1914; it is made chiefly from Karikal, which
exported an average of 7,132 bags in the years 1909-13,
against an average of 63 from Pondicherry. The
quantity of rice exported from- French India in 1913
was 6,981 tons. The export of salt fish rose in value
from 24,018 francs in 1906 to 104,208 francs in 1907,

owing to alarge demand from Colombo and the Straits
Settlements.

The value in 1913 was 80,149 francs,
and the gquantity 356 tons. The average number of
bags of dried fish exported from Pondicherry i 1909-
13 was 959, and from Karikal 144. The figures for

EXPORTH 45

r export of fish vary considerably from year to
pear. »

j Bone-powder, for chemical manure, rose in value
‘fom 34,935 franes in 1906 to 78,672 francs in 1907,
ywing to the establishment of a new bone-works

‘actory, and had a value of 101,926 francs in 1913

wmd 180,117 francs in 1914, The quantity exported
n 1913 was 721 tons. A larger demand for cocotine

(a substitute for ghi) in Indian markets increased
the value of this export from 12,024 francs in 1906
to 37,241 francs in 1913. 1In 1913, 41 tons of coco-
tine were exported. The Karikal export of pottery
increased from 2,872 francs in 1906 to 11,733 francs
in 1907, owing to a demand in Ceylon, and reached
a value of 19,542 francs in 1913. The average number
of articles of earthenware exported from Karikal in
1909-13 was 230,864,

Ground-rut oil, which in 1907 had a value of
285,703 francs, had fallen by 1913 to 25,814 francs;
and ground-nut oilcakes, which had a value of
980,956 francs in 1906 and 600,922 francs in 1907,
had decreased to 125,226 francs in 1913. The
explanation of the decline is stated by the French
Colonial Office to be the difficulty of transport to
Pondicherry from the localities of production. There
is a similar decline in oil of sesame, the export of
which increased from 54,998 francs in 1906 to 97,059
francs in 1907, owing to a demand in the Straits
Settlements, and had fallen to 23,324 francs in 1913,
and in sesame oilcake {52,370 francs in 1907 and 5,102
francs in 1913). The export of ¢ndigo, the value of
which was 25,008 francs in 1906, rose, owing to a
sudden demand in European markets, to 53,732 francs

in 1907 (when an opportunity occurred for getting rid

of old stocks), but fell to 2,834 france in 1913. The
export of skins and hides, the value of which fell in
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1907 to about half of the figures (2
for 1908, owing to financial crises in Eur
has not recovered. The value for 1913 was 976,201
francs. The average number of bales of hides exporte
from Pondicherry in 1909-13 was 494.
There are small exports of coco-nuts (the transit of
which ig largely effected by land), tamarinds, onions,
tannin, and dyes, castor oil,* coco-nut oil, chillies,
coffee, coriander, gingili, and metal work, The last
mentioned is a developing industry, and the export in
1915 reached a value of 170,832 francs.
Countries of Destination.—1In 1887,
export value of 21,416,214 francs, goods to the value
of 10,427,760 francs were destined for France, and to
the value of 664,476 francs for the French colonjes ;
in 1904, of a total export value of £1,102,000, goods to
the value of £435,000 were destined for France and
the French colonies. The figures for 1913 and 1914 are

»313,937 fraf
opoand Amerioa,

of a total

as follows :
Total value of To France. To French " To other
exports. oolonjes. destinations,
Francs. Francs. Francs Francs.
1913 43,720,095 27,487,768

2818372 13,413,955
1914 34303511 22953956 9575803 8,774,362

The exports to French desti
over one-half in 1887, ‘conside
1904, over two-thirds in 1913,

nations were, therefore,
rably under one-half in

ance and French Possessions. The value of these
quantitieg of ground-nutg (24,304,130 francs) and of

Ecavton fa

-
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brios (4018104 e 6140 franc
e o (()if ta:;l;:fgrlx:xp'(f)'ievmost important itengs ;r(;
o FrenCh' 'es 1,983,306 francs of goods.exporte to
o remmrgn%‘rer’lch colonies in 1913 are 465 t;)xgs.des
e e value 60,384 francs) and skins an }11 fes
:’0’;119 poggle I;)(21 francs) to France, and the w
value. ,

X 241 francs) and liquors

. tine (value 37’ . h
export of cOCOflancs) to the FrenCh colonies. g.‘t:
(value 36,721 ir France and re-exporte

liquors were import'ed from
sther French colonies. ioms, the export trade

French destin : t L trade
1;P&I‘5 hfr([)::iia is almost entirely with Great
of French . s

iti i Of the non-French exports,
and the Bl o rans in 1913 and 577430
Vahwd' " 4, v;r 10,750,000 francs in 1913 ?,71{2 the
francs in 19/ f: (()with the trivial exceptlofl.of : ,ire
whole ajmouilft represent srade with the Bm'tlsilgl ;nfhe‘;
france) 191}- Gfeat Britain are sm'all; in , fmm;s
The exports 062 970 francs, of which 4:?’271-5 ancs
amountel ;Otons; of cotton. There l.las hlt»hte B(; et
B lf © French ground-nuts in Grea ’ mad:,
no r{mrkeﬁ { 0 the outbreak of war efforts welx;l é,de' de
but ]l.lst l?e o n. and trial shipmenfis were fo to
m thi d]recm(l)'ll;ll _ British colonies In 1913 lt,mlzva,lue
Liverpod e d'a;, 8,634 tons of ground-n}x 8 (vajue
rom French 11 l 80’3 tons of cottop .fabrlc;& o
2,380,08 francS) ; the whole export of rice (?-,, > drie(i
3’273’37%2;&32;) ;'rancs); the whole expor
value 1,849,U¢

f cotton
francs) ; 607 tons O

fish (366 tons, v&;lgg 80,149 o 269 cattle (Va.lu§
thread (value 1,

6,331 francs);
: orts.
other smaller imp dis 2,516
12,626 fmnci); ;3;13' imP"ﬂ"ed fron‘; frel?:; I:nd manu-
X § 184 tra b ‘
. toiezxfn;:g’und'“uts (value 676, 7,665 francs ; Ttaly,

. 6 francs);
o opared gQOdfs ;:o;nd-nuts (value 1,636,77
. 6,274 toms ©

&
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and Belgium, 1,023 tons of ground-nuts (value 271,3?
francs), and manufactured goods to %he value o
4,750 francs.
(b) Imports

Quantities and Values.—The imports, as has been
said, are of much less importance than the exports;
the average value of imports in 1909-13 was about
one-quarter of the exports. The largest branches of
import. trade are in cotton, areca nuts, and petroleum,
which in 1914 accounted for 4,869,196 francs out
of a total import value of 7,545,629 francs. The value
of the import of cotton in 1914 was 2,116,472 francs ;
the import is practically confined to Pondicherry,
which received in the vears 1909-13 an average
number of 10,480 bales of cotton per annum.
Areca nuts to the value of 1,741,809 francs were
imported in 1914; the average number of tons
imported into Pondicherry in 1909-13 was 479-8, and
into Karikal 1,986. The import of petroleum is con-
fined to Karikal, which is a depot for the surrounding
districts. The Standard Oil Company stores large
quantities of petrol at Karikal. The value of the
petrol imported at Karikal in 1914 was 1,010,915
francs, and the average number of gallons imported
in 1909-13 was 1,280,175, Smaller imports include
wines, spirits, and other liquors (value in 1913, 352,470
francs) ; coal (value in 1914, 112,500 francs); cotton
thread (value in 1914, 333,283 francs); jute bags
(value in 1914, 489,114 francs), and grain (value in
1914, 189,685 francs).

Countries of Origin.—Unlike the export trade, a very
large proportion of the import trade is with the British

Empire, and a small proportion with France and -

French possessions. In 1887, of a total import value
of 5,945,459 francs, goods to the valuc of 577,681

vvvvvvv
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wauics were imported from France, and to the value
f 440,391 francs from French colonies. In 1913, of
v total import value of 10,837,115 francs, goods to
he valuce of 8,903,611 francs were imported from the
3ritish Empire; in 1914 the figures were, respectively,
. ,5.45,629 franes (total) and 6,095,552 francs (goods from
the British Empire). In 1913 goods were imported
from France to the value of 414,772 franes (largely in
articles of food and clothing) ; from the French colonies
to the value of 71,451 francs (almost entirely vegetable
products) ; from Germany to the value of 46,075 francs ;
from America to the value of 1,394,526 francs (chiefly
oil) ; and from Belgium to the value of 6,680 francs
(manufactured goods). The imports from the British
Isles amounted to only 55,654 francs, The large
imports from the British colonies consisted chiefly in
vegetable products to the value of 6,821,477 francs
(including 1,547,599 francs for areca nuts and 874,867
francs for grain), and in manufactured goods to the
value of 1,491,589 francs.

- The imports from Germany in 1913 were cheese,
synthetic indigo, wine, brandy, rum, gin, hollands, beer,
whisky, salt of magnesia, and pack-thread. Two-thirds
of the total consists of synthetic indigo (the value
being 30,627 francs). -These figures do not, of course,
include German goods which reach the French colonies
by land from British India; for these no statistics are
available, but a statement of German and Austrian
imports in French colonies (Bulletin de I'Office C'olonial,
February 1915) states that they consist of small
quantities of glass, crockery, cutlery, and rubber.

The foreign trade is almost entirely at Pondicherry,
which, as has been said, is the only real market. The
trade at Karikal is about one-ninth of the total sea-
borne trade, and the trade at Yanaon and at Mahé is

insignificant.
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Customs and Tariffs.—Pondicherry is, with oe..g
exceptions, a free port. Port dues are vory low; and axw.
not payable by ships trading with India and Ceylon,
There have been, for many years, customs duties on

arrack, tobacco, and snuff, on ram manufactured to the’

east of the Cape of Good Hope or in the Antilles, and on
liquors distilled from coco-nuts, palms, sugar-cane, and
rice. In 1904 a small duty was levied on all wines and
spirits entering Pondicherry, but it has not affected the
quantities imported. The customs and tariffs at Karikal,
Yanaon, and Mahé are similar to those in force at Pondi«
cherry. All articles of export and import trade passing
by land from British India to French India are liable to
duties on the scale of the province in which the French
establishments lie; but, by a convention of 1817, all live
stock and provisions actually required for consumption
by the French inhabitants are allowed to pass the
frontier duty free. Grain grown in British India for
export to the British Empire is free of duty at Pondi-
cherry, and considerable amounts of such grain are
exported. Goods originating in the French establish-
ments in India are given a preference by the import
tariff in France. In 1901 the Government of ‘British
India consented, on certain conditions, that postal
packages for Pondicherry, forwarded by steamer from
the French colonies via Cuddalore, might pass through

British territory without being inspected or paying
customs duties.

(¢) Commercial Treaties

In 1815 a convention between Great Britain and
France regulated the supply of salt, opium, and
saltpetre to the French establishments in India. The
right to purchase salt manufactured in French India
was farmed to the British Government, the French
retaining a quantity sufficient for domestic purposes
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i ' by an agree-
*1818 this convention Wwas modified DY

f salt in the French
which the manufacture O 000
m:n:)l:gments ceased, and an annual sur{)xleof.
or odas (Rs. 14,000) became Ppayd o
o oh ¢ t as an indemnification to the p

trench Governmen o1 -
;:f;(;rs of salt pans. The British Government unde

took to sell, at prime cost, to the Frenc‘h szer;gzzﬁ
sufficient salt for domestic purposes 1 the e
establishments, and the French G(.)\.rern.meﬁt a,(gil:ezn S
re-gell this salt at the prices preYalll}lg in the & .](; nc eg
3ritish territory. This convention 18 still In e;us e ;
yut in 1839 the French settlement a.t Cha,n. dernz:}igon
-enounced its right to a supply of salt in consl eradlczo
Sf an annual payment of Rs. 2030.00, and tau(f_%:}rlee Lo
ive every facility for the sale of British salt at ai)n '
; nd to assist the British Government' in obtain-
'ﬂag(ﬁx: roper revenue from salt. There 18 no duty
- ble I(;n the import of salt into Chandernagor.
p&'}II‘% convention of 1815 reserved to .the Fre.nc_h
se‘otleinent_s a right of purchgsing a quantity of gﬁi:;g
rage price. This right has been comim 1
ab an al ayment of Rs. 3,000 and of an addlthna,
o a‘mmf rphelp in the suppression of smugghng.
'I;Ee 2)’3)?110&011 of opium and trade in opium are now
forbiilden in French India.

By the Tréaty of 1815, French subjects are allowed
y the Treat

Table on p. 16.)
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(D) FINANGE »
(1) PuBLiC FinaNCE

The actual budget figures ar

o | ( 3 oare not available ¢

Znnu;i,tegxigizl 1?07. From 1899 to 1907 thlc:ef(\:rra: ZX

nnual 103;]; (;:4(11)(:(.)1110 over expenditure vartin"

Lo e;{cept ”() l)(;l):n 1899 to 216,788 fr. (;8 672/) ir:

g .04'),‘ when there was a de’ﬁcit of

287 b Wer(,’ I;I;M)i. :lhc budget estimates for 1908
> ¢ to balance exactly., res

for the yoars 1900-7 are as follows - The figures

£
Receipts 9 AKe .
Fix )'p‘t“ Z‘*,O-’)Z. 1904, Receipts | -
ixpenses 72,648, b‘xpep" 00,440,
sXpenses 95,869,

1900,

1901,

Receipts  93.67:

Expefsgs 25‘;;’;’ 1905.  Receipts 99,527,

1902, Receipts 88’4r > Expenses 100,820

et ,456. 1906, Receipts ¢ '

005, R penses 79,784, Exp pts 99,848,
3. ecelpts . enses Y8

eipts 91,270, 1907 Receipts 105,??3.

Expenses 83,957 Exp
LXpenses 102,264,

T} inci

1e principal it

‘ ems under ;

Direct Taxes. The prod ,U‘u).me are Indirect and
uct of Indirect Taxes increased

’ € ) > s rom y
*

1900 to £65,715 i
o »4 15 1 1907 The esti
£62,966. Cant T « lhe estimate f ¢
€17.000 aJl)u‘(,c‘t 1@}(3 produce between 2161383 ‘WB';
ecivod & ng;m. .l*rom 1901 to 1907 the, ¢ ldJn
1,966 tn 16 ()7ver'l;;10n’ varying from £8,171 in‘ 19((;l0 r;y
o Rt ¢ estimated subve Lo 0
:ﬁieygzrs 1908 and 1909 was £9,917, n(glx(ln;}tm cach of
a,dmi:iss th_c principal items are the ex '€ oxpendi-
Educati rative offices, the largest single ifeﬂses of the
; ion (£9,718 in 1901 and £1] em b.emg for
or 1909), 491 (estimated)
ublic Loans.—A G
. overnment |
per cent. we oan of
cent. was contracted in 1894 fop tf:ﬁ’gso e;,t 3%
‘ ne Paralam-

- repaid by thesend of 190

" £1,257 had been repaid by
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PErikal railway, to be repaid in 1919; £23,634 had been
‘ 9. A further Government
san, of £2,960 at 33 per cent., for the same purpose,
paid in 1919, and

was contracted in 1900, also to be re
the end of 1909. A Govern-

d in 1906 at 3¢

ment loan of £175,200 was contracte ‘
construction of

per cent., repayable in 1932, for the
a railway from Tiroupapouliour to Pondicherry, the
improvement of the port of Karikal, and the improve-
ment of the water-supply at Pondicherry and Chander-
Of this loan £16,512 had been repaid by the
oneys have all been borrowed
rench Government.

nagor.
end of 1909. These m

from funds belonging to the ¥
"The municipalities of Pondicherry and of La Grande-

Aldée (Karikal) have contracted loans of £2,5660 and
£450 respectively for local improvements; the rates of
interest are respectively 5 per cent. and 4 per cent.

(2) CURRENCY
The value of the rupee
but in 1893 the Govern-

of British India took steps to restrict the ¢oin-
the rupee a settled value, and

from 1899 to 1914 it was, with very slight variations,
4. The rupee, as in British India,
and each anna into 12 pies,
“:n the French establish- |
ch. The value of
bdivisions, is

The currency is in rupees.
used to be fixed annually,

ment
age in order to give

squivalent t0 1s. 4
is divided into 16 annas,
but there is also a division In
ments into 8 fanons of 24 caches ea
money, other than the rupee and its su

letermined by weight-

(3) BANKING

ina has th

o-China.
1 value for circul

o same privileges in
It is authorized to
ation in the

The Bank of Indo-Ch
Trench India as in Ind
88ue bank-notes of sma
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colony,
?h(lir.m is responsible, over th
ndia, f . ;
and ad‘(:;nalf.bankmg. operations, including discount
securit fC(,‘h on ﬂ;ﬂﬂlgnm(-nt Qf crops and on
of they (;)] mf*,rchandise. It is under the supervi
closel - Lolonial Seerctary. The Bank of Madras 1
oper;i'.&ssomated with the Bank of lndo—(Jhina in lost
are., o :t)n: a;d other commercial business, and

0 france through the Bank of Madras.

evhole area of French

gion

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Th
ditie :S \i.';’lh:}lle S}lrvey of economic and industrial con"
the oo g F re'nch es.ta,blishments in India illustrates
taa i II:GZ? :ﬁ difficulties arising from the gt—':ographi"*"1
_ -these scattered territories, ' - pro-
g:i:a}ti;:gs h;)ll.(li snlllall tongues of land : 'rOéﬁ'e:;ahoaen
, while the ditches which border an
- 3 3 x er
g‘rench ;  the irrigation of French aoilm?;h 'e\ix;n:fe
1epends on a B.rl.tish lake ; sometimes landﬁifﬁéld by
French and British owners by an arrangement lwhici

Phe Pondicherry hranch of the Bank of InB%,

the

{

!

allots a number of twelfth parts to each nation; noné“

of the larger lukes lies wholly in French territory ; and
even the sea-coast is not continuously in French pt’)sses-
sion, for the mouth of the Maltar River is British

This condition of things makes the collecti(;n of
cust(?ms and excise very difficult ; it facilitates crime;
a,.nd it puts a great obstacle in the way of proper irriga:
tlon.' Moreover, the development of means of com-
munication, both internal and external, and of in-
dustry and commerce must be hampered and retarded
while these conditions remain. '
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