" Proceedings of the Sécénd meeting of tvhe. Indian |
- Historical Records Commission held at

’ Lahore in January 1920.

The Second meeting of the Indian Historical Records Commission was Reld in bhe
Senate Hall at Lakore on 8 and 9 January 1920. The following members of
the Commission were present :

President

The Hon’ble Mr H. Sharp, c.s.1,, C.1.E, M.4,, Secretary to the Government of
India in the Department of Edycation. -

Members
The Ven. Archdeacon W. K. Firminger, ».4., D.D,, B.LITT., Calcutta, .
Professor Jadunath Sarkar, am.a., LE.S, (Bihar),
Professor L. F. Rushbrook Williams, .4., 0.B.E.,
T~MrH. Dudwell, u.4., Curator, Madras Record Office,
Mr P. Dias, Keeper of Records, Bengal,

Mr R. H. Blaker, v1s.0., Keeper of the Records of the Government of India,
and Secretary of the Commission. :

Professor B. K. Thakore, B.a., Professor of History, Decean College, Poona,
was unavoidably absent. .

Mr D. Dewar, 1.c.s., Collector, Ghazipur, and Rai Bahadur B. A. Gupte, r.z.s.,
Curator of the Victoria Memorial Hall, attended as co-opted members.

Messrs N. V. Phadke, B.4., LL.B., and Mathu Lal, B.a., represented the Indore
State and R. K. Ranadive, m.a., the Baroda State.

It was considered at the first meeting of the Commission that some of its
future meetings should partake of a public character at which lectures might be
given or papers read and discussed on the subjeet of historical research’ or allied
matters. 1t was suggested that such meetings should be held at University centres
in India as by such means the Commission would- get ®hto touch with learned
societies and with individuals interested in reddarch. - .. -

Ino order to develop this idea it was arranged in consultation with His Honour
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, who was keenly interested in the work of
the Commussior, to hold the meeting at Lahore, where, moreover, the Punjab His-
torical Socicty was dving so much useful work. Arrangements were accordingly
made for the reading of several papers at the meeting and the Punjab Historical
Sggjﬁj;y, un.ler the able supervision of Mr H. L. O. Garrett, brought together for
the nspection of the Commission and visitors an interesting collection of records
and manuscrip's, pictures and drawings which he had® procured on loan or gift
_ from the Indian States and private individuals in the Punjab. The resident
members of the Historical Society and the Senior Professors of the Lahore colleges
and other Fersons interested in research were invited to attend the sittings. The
members of the Commission inspected the Punjab Government Secretariat records.

His Honour Sir Edward Maclagan, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab,
opened the meeting. ,
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Speech of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

Speaking on behalf of those in the Punjab-—mostly, Tam afraid, amateurs,—

who are interested in historical research, [ wish to extend a very hearty welcome-

to the members of the Indian Historical Records Commission. The Commission
is not yet a year old, and it is a great compliment to us in Lahore that we sliould
be the first Provincial centre which it shonld visit. I am afraid that we cannot
attribute this choice either to the state in which the historical records of our
Government are kept, or to their antiguity. Our older records are in some con-
fusion and we have at present a special officer, Mr H. Raynor Goulding, on duty for
the purpose, among other things, of sorting out and putting together the records
which we class as historical. I see that in the instructions issued last year by the
Government of India there are certain directions given as to what should be done

with documents of a date prior to 1702. These directions are, I am afraid only

too easily complied with here, where we bave nothing prior to the 19th century,
and our friends from Madras and Bombay will be inclined to smile when we

confess that we in the Punjab look on everything prior to 1860 as more or less
historical. K

From the point of view of the Commission, the fact that our older records
extend over 50 or GO years only, is not withont its advantage. 1 have noticed
a tendency on the part of gentlemen who deal with records to take an optimistic
view regarding the length of human life, and few, if any of them, undertake work
which can by any chance be completed in their lifetime. We, in the Punjab, took
up seriously the question of our historical records for the first time some 15 years
ago, and in laying before ourselves a programme for press-listing and calendaring
our older records we took care not to fall into this error. The programme was
quite a feasible one, and in the very capable hands of Mr Raynor Goulding
it was being carried out with the greatest success.  He applied himself to the work
with the greatest zeal and assiduity, and was able to prepare the 10 large volumes
of Press-lists and the eight volumes of reprinted Punjab Government Records
which are being shown to you today. Unfortunately we met a lion in the path in

the shape of the Finance department of the Government of India and the work
had to be closed down. The decision to curtail the programme was from the his-

torical point of view anyunfortunate one. We have, T believe, some four volumes
only of Press-lists to prepare, to complete our series of Press-lists, and for the re-
cords series we have a number of interesting documents connected with the Karnal,
Ambala and Ludhiana Agencies (1816-40), the North-Western Frontier Agency
(1840-5), and the Lahore Residency (1846-9), which could easily be reprinted in
continuation of those which have already been published. I hope that when the
Commission .have seen what we have done they will be able to sympathize with our
desire to complete onr programme and possibly to show their sympathy in a practi-
cal way in connection with the grant of money which is t3 be at their disposal.

I have been speaking of our English official records only, and I hope that
when we build ourselves a new Sceretariat we may have in it a little room where
these and other historical records may be placed by themselves and made aceessible
to students.  With the English official records should also be the vernacular records
of the Sikh Durbar, and of the British Agencies, the former of which are already
being catalogued for us by Lala Sita Ram Kohli, who will explain to you this after-
noon what these documents contain. How far it may be possible for the States to
add documents to that eollection is a matter on which Sir Daya Kishan Kaul may
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be able to make suggestions. It should also, I think, be possible to add to the
collection a number of interesting documents received on gift or loan from private
sources, or at any rate to compile for the use of students a note on the chief records
of this character available in the hands of private persons scattered throughout the
Province. If this is done, it may be possible also at some future date to carry out
a scheme which has often appealed to me, of preparing a reprint of selected sanads
and other official documents of Mughal and Sikh times something on the lines of
Stubbs’ Select Charters, a scheme which would, 1 am sure, if carried out, be much
appreciated by historie students.

This, however, is looking some way.,ahead. In the meantime 1hope you
will allow me to draw attention to the programme which has been prepared for the
next-two days’ work. Arrangements kave been made by the kindness of the Com-
mission itself and of the Punjab Historical Society to provide a series of short
papers to be read here by Professor Jadunath Sarkar, Professor Thakore, and Mr
Dodwell representing the Commission, and Maulvi Zafar Hasan, Chaudhuri Abdul
Hamid, Lala Sita Ram Kohli and Sir Daya Kishan Kaul, of the Punjab Historical
Society. Mr Garrett bas also been good enough to put together for the information
of the Commission a small collection of documents of interest about which he will
address you shortly. And we hope with thehelp of Mr Raynor Goulding and Lala
Sita Ram Kohli to let you see what we have m our Secretariat in the shape of
English and vernacular records of historical importance. We hope that the Commis-
sion will be able to come to our aid with advice and suggestions, and we trust that
their stay among us may he pleasant to themselves and profitable to the cause of
good learning.

. Speech of the Hon’ble Mr H. Sharp, the President.

Your Honour, ladies and gentlemen,

1 must thank you for recciving us here in Liahore. The original intention
was that the Records Commission should meet twice a year at Delhi. But it was
thought that it would be a good plan to hold meetings occasionally at different
centres in India where the Commission would find 4 congenial environment and get
into touch with learned societies and those interested in research. We thought
that we would first come to Lahore. For the -Punjab Government has already
taken an interest in this matter and asked for assistance in the keeping of its records
and, still more important, we have here a Historieal Society which is doing admirable
work, I thought it would be a good plan to ask the members of the Society to
come to our meetings. I am glad to find them here and T feel rather as though
they were in the place of host and we of guest. I must also again thank Your
Honour for the alacrity with which you welcomed the suggestion that we should
come here; and 1 should also like to thank those gentlemen who have made pre-
parations for our mecting and have prepared a most interesting exhibition of records
and manuseripts for inspection. I can assure you that it is the Commission that
feels honoured.

The Commission, I =hould explain, was created in connection with certain
changes in respect of the listing, calendaring and printing of documents which
after perusing the recommendations of the Royal Commission on the Public Records
of England and Wales and after consulting the Secretary of State the Government
of India put forward in a Resolution in March last, The dutes of the Commission
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are to enquire and to recommend regarding the treatment of archives for pur-
poses of historical study, to frame plans for the cataloguing, calendaring and print-
ing of certain classes of documents and especially to work out a pre-arranged system
for calendaring, to suggest grants for theencouragement of research and publication
and means for throwing documents open to-the public, to assist the training of Indian
students from the Universities in methods of historical research, and to select com-
petent editors and assistants for publication. In fine, the intention of the Commis-
sion is to stimulate historical research by bringing documents within easier-reach
of the student.

The Commission is, as Your Honour has reminded us, a young body. This is
only its second meeting. It has not had time to do very much as yet. The proceed-
ings of our first-meeting have probably been scen Ly many here. We went through
certain rules for encouraging students to consult the records of the Government of
India and I hope that those rules may soon be brought into operation.  We invited
Records offices to send in a short annuul report in a form laid down. We circula-
ted some hints for the preparation of handbooks descriptive of records. We have
given advice regarding certain records about which the Commission had been
consulted. Two of our members have been considering the methods whereby
officers in charge of records may best encourage research.  Finally, though this 1s
not perhaps altogether a matter fer the Commission, its members approved a
scheme which I had drawn up for publishing certain educational records. 1 have
heen at work on this task for a long time and I am glad to say that the first volume
is now well on its way through the press. '

Our last, which was-also our first, meeting was held so to speak in camera and
it was borne in upon me at the time that if the work of the Commission was to get
known and if it was to find out what was really wanted in the provinees, it ought
not only to hold its meetings at different places, but also to hold some of them
publicly, encouraging the reading of papers, the giving of lectures and the inspee-
tion of manuscripts, At present the Commission is hardly known. I have heard
even the name misreported.  'We have come here having fixed upon Lahore as a
favourable centre to begin advertising oursclves, and we feel sure that we shall
here meet with people who have been considering the guestion of reseXrch and who
will be able to tell us the lines along which our labours may bear the best fruit.

Now as repards the Punjab, Your Honour has deseribed what  has been
done and how a lion stood in the path to stop yowr endeaviurs. One of the things
that this Commission has to consider is assisting honest and deserving folk to
civcumvent the lion. I can as yet say nothing for certain, but I hope we may be
able to accomplish something. Unfortunately the lion has recently acquired a
new and terrifying roar owing to the changed financial conditions under the Reforms
Scheme,

Well, gentlemen, 1 have done. T understand that Mr Garrett. who has been
busy in putting together the interesting colleetion to which T have alluded, is going
to tell us afew things about it.  You will be sorry to leavn that Professor That ore
is unable to leave Bombay. This, however, will lefive us more leisure o inspect the
collection, :

In conclusion, T thank you all again for the eordial weleome veuhave extended
teu..
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- Mr H. L. O. Garrett, Professor of History, Government College, Lahore,
then described the various exhibits which he had collected. He alluded to the
large number of private records on view and gave instances of recent discoveries

which might be utilized.
~ Principal exhibits—

(a) Government
Press-lists and Records (English).
8ikh Period (Persian). Specimens and Part I of Catalogue completed.

(b) Lsbraries
Selections lent by the Patiala Durbar.

” » Kapurthala Durbar,

” from the Public Library, Lahore.

» »  University Library, Lahore (Az8d Collection). .

» " Delhi Library (Maulvi Zafar Hasan)—Books, farmans and
manuseripts.

(c) Private exhibits .
Pictures and Calligraphy (Mr Bowring, Rai Sahib Wazir Chand and others).
Tarikh-i-Kkalsa (Raja Narendra Nath),
The Bowring Colleetion—Ancient grants of land on copper (Vijayanagar, 85
A. D.) and palm leaves (Mysore, 1660 A, D.), farmans,

seals, kkaritas and holograph letters (Clive, Dalhousie,
Keshab Chandra Sen, Ram Mohan Ray, etcf.

. Mr Garrett having detailed a rough list of the exhibits stated that the exhi-
bition would be open to inspection by all members of the Commission during their
session, and invited them to attend. The exhibition was subsequently visited by all
the members of the Commission and the Punjab Historical Society who were present.

—_— /

The following papers were then read and discussion was invited,

Paper by Professor Jadunath Sarkar.

Tue Missixg Lixks 1x tHe listory oF Mucuar Inpia Frou 1668 To 1761,

From Akbar to Bahadur Shah I, for a period of over 150 years, we possess
Persian official histories of the Mughal emperors. These weré compiled by order,
from the despatches, news-letters, treaties, orders and revenue returns preserved in
the State archives of- Delhi. Their value lies in their wealth of topographical
information, dates and names of persons, their accuracy and minuteness of detail,

No doubt, they are wanting in literary charm, as the subject-matter is arranged
merely in chronological order, with often a dry succession of names or events,
like a Governmient Gazette and Police report fused into one. But they have a
great value for the historian. Though written for the Emperor’s eyes and revised
by him or his wazir before publication, these Court annals do not suppress any
defeat .suffered by the imperial arms or any natural calamity affecting any part of
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the empire. True, they often give the Emperor cradit for achievements really done
by his servants ; but that is the way with all oflicial histories. The French Monitewr
ascribed the downfall of Prussia to the victory of Jena won by Napoleon, while it
almost suppressed the far more important and glorious victory gained on the same
day by his generzl at Auerstidt.

The very minuteness of these M ughal official histories is a great advantage, as
any mistake of date or name is very easily detected by its inconsistency with what
goes before and after. We can here trace the campaigns and royal progresses
stage by stage, day by day. This series of great histories begins with the Akéar
Namak of Abul Fazl and ends with the Bakadur Shak Namak of Nimat Khan,
surnamed Danishmand Khan.

_ Unfortunately the whole of this period of 153 years (1536-1709) is not treated
in the same detail. The history of the last 40 years of Aurangzcl’s reign has Leen
compressed into a single small volume, so that the events of each year are told at
only one-tenth of the length at which they have been described in the annals of
the other Emperors or of Aurangzel’s first ten years:

But a modern historian cannot be satisfied with these Court chronicles, which
are, after all, compilations. He wishes to go to their very source, to the raw
materials out of which they have been constructed. Such primary sources are
of three classes:—

(I) Epistles, such as despatches addressed to the Emperor (oflicially called
arzdasht, or, when recording a victory, fall-namalk),the Emperors
letters (called furman, shuqqu, or munshur), letters written by the
wazir or the secretary by the order of the Lmyperor (called hasb-ul-
hukm), letters from the princes of the Dblood to all persons lower than
the Emperor (called nisfan), corvespondence bLetween oflicers (called
rugqat or insha), and news-letters from the professional reporters {called
waqai). These last have totally disappeared.

(2) Revenue returns amd other statistical information, especially those
collected in volumes called dustur-ul’wmal {and occasionally zawabit),
which are a ewrious mixture of the modern Revenue Officers” Manual,
Civil Service Regulations, Civil Acconnt Code and the Moral and
Material Progress Report.

(3) Court bulletins, styled aklbarat-i-darbar-i-mualla.  These were daily
written by the vakils or Cowrt agents of the previneial governors, absent
princes of the blood, and vassal kings, and sent off to them. Usually
each day’s occurrences at Court were jotted down very briefly on a slip
of paper, about 10 inches by 4. llere we learn the exact hour and
minute when the I'mperor held a public durbar for suspended it), the
names of those who had audience of him and the presents they made,
the new official appointments, promotions. bounties and gifts,
the contents of despatches received from the provinees and the field
armies (when they were openly read out) and the Emperor's replies to

them, the muarches and shikar of the imperial camp, reports of the -

battles and sieges in which he might have Leen engaged at the time,
and every interesting action or speech on lis part or oecurrenee at
his Court,
From this third source we get astonishingly life-like touches and sidelights
on men and manners. For example, we are told how on hearing reports about
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Shivaji’s raids Aurangzeb remained silent, how on another similar occasion he
remarked that Shivaji’s victims were too many to be compensated from the imperial
exchequer, how when a despatch from a province, evidently containing evil news,
was handed to him by the wazér, he read 1t in silence and put it into his own
pocket, how at the siege of Vishalgarh in 1702, when a letter begging terms came
from the Maratha commandant of the fort, Aurangzeb tore it up in anger.

The India Office Library and the British Museum have such akkbarat for the
second half of the 18th century, but they are of little importance, as we have more
valuable and copious information on this comparatively modern period from other
sources. For the 17th century the only Court news-letters that are known to exist
are those of Aurangzeb’s reign, preserved in the Library of the Royal Asiatic
Society of Great Britain and Ireland. They were sent there'by Lieutenant-Colonel
James Tod, most likely from Jaipur or some other Rajput capital.

Unfortunately, these have survived in a very incomplete form. For 23 years
not a single sheet has been preserved, cight years have less than 10 sheets cach, 11
years have between 18 and 70, one yearhas 101, and only seven years have more
than 200 sheets each. Thus, the afllarat deserts us exactly where we need its
light most, namely during the 2nd, 8rd and 4th decades of Aurangzel’s reign, while
for the 1st and 5th decades we have a cloud of witnesses, suchas a very long official
history of the first ten years, four large collections of letters by his secretarics, many
letters from his nobles, and private histories by contemporaries.

It will be the highest service to the historian of India in the 17th century if a
thorough search is made among the archives of the Rajput States and all the akkbaraé
that may be discovered are brought out for the inspection of scholars, for then the
history of Aurangzeb will have to be re-written. ' .

I have come across very few historical letters in Persian for these three decades
of Aurangzeb’s reign, while I have secured thousands for the ten years before and
ten years after. The missing materials can be discovered only by the combined
search of many men at many places.

The detailed oflicial annals of the Mughal emperors end with the second year
of Bahadur Shah I’s reign, 1709.  Thercafter we have many personal memoirs, brief
summaries of the events of each reign and a few unimportant, often trivial, letter-
books. All these are wanting in the detailed information, dates and names of places
and persons, and the minute, if prolix and tiresome, accuracy of the older Court
annals. From 1712, the Mughal empire was bapnkrupt and practically dissolved,
though the fact was concealed from the public till Nadir Shah shook this house of
cards down in 1739, Ience no long oflicial history was compiled, no despatches
and returns regularly sent to the Cowrt and no State archives carefully maintained.

-Of such historical works as were composed in the first half of the 18th century in
Persian, hardly one has Leen lost. Hence there is no field for search here, except as
regards letters.

But at this very time a new element entered the stage of North Indian politics.
These were the Mavathas, who came first as allies of the Emperor and then as his
enemies. Their power was then in the ascendant and, therefore, their records were
just the thing to supply the gap in our knowledge of North Indian history from
1718 to 1760 left by the decadence, poverty and literary sterility of the imperial
Court. In many respects the Maratha despatches from Northern India are even
more valuable for Mughal history than the despatches of the Venetian ambassador
for the history of Tudor England.
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But here, again, we have lost the precious materials exactly where we need
them most, viz. from 1718 to 1760. The Marathi despatches from the generals and
envoys at Dethi are copious after 1760, The letters of the Mavatha ambassadors at
Delhi published by Rao Bahadur D. B. Parasnis run from 1780 to 1742 ; while
the despatches from Holkar’s court to Poona cover the peried 1779-1794, The vast
mass of historical letters of the Patwardhan family of the South Maratha country,

_published by a schoolmaster named Vasudev Vaman Khare, with an industry,
accuracy and devotion beyond all praise, runs from 1761 to 1503 ; but only two of
these letters are earlier than 1750. The little success that has attended the long and
extensive search already made by the'band of devoted Maratha scholars leaves us
little ground for hoping that any copious Marathi records bearing on Delhi affairs
between 1718 and 1760 have been preserved anywhere in India,

It is yet another misfortune of the student of modern Indian history that the
Maratha ruling house of Nagpur either cared little fqr history or their records were
destroyed during the war of 1817. The Poona branch of the Maratha power had
greater literary spirit and has left a vast mass of written records, but usually of a
date later than 1760. Of the numerous campaigns of the Nagpur Marathas in
Bengal and Orissa we have no contemporary record in Marathi, while the Persian
accounts are very brief and lacking in dates, and the English Factory Records
almost silent. I am not sanguine of this gap being ever filled up by any
new discovery.

I have dwelt at length on these missing links in the history of India from
1658 to 1761 in the hope that those whom this paper may reach may know what to
look out for particularly if they come across any collections of old State papers or
manuscripts in Persian, Hindi or Marathi.

’

Paper by Maulvi Zafar Hasan, Assistant Superintendent, Archaeological
: Survey of india, Delhi.

TWo RECENTLY DISCOVERED LETTERS, ONE FROM THE SHAH OF PERSIA TO AURANGZEB
AND THE OTHER, THE LATTER’S REPLY.

The letters which form the subject of this paper were discovered written on
the margin of a small manuseript entitled “ Wagiat Nama-i-Amir Timar of
Gorgan”. The manuscript is stated to have been transcribed at Lucknow on the
8th of the month of Rabi‘ T, the year 1225 A. H. (1810-11 A. D). Tt was
picked up by me recently in the bazaar at Delhi, " The letters are quite new, one
of them until now was not known of, and I take this opportunity of publishing
them. -

There are two letters one from Skih Sulaimin Safavi of Persial to Aurangzeb,
and the other, Aurangzeb’s reply. They are couched in strong terms, containing
many taunts and cutting remarks. The Shah of Persia criticises Aurangzeb for
misgovernment, calls bim incapable of ruling and suppressing rebellion, and
accuses him of religious bigotry and unnatural treatment towards his father and

! Shah Bulaiman was the eldest son of Shah Abbas II. e succeeded as king of Persia at
the age of 20 in the year 1077 A. IT. (1667 A. D.". He was a weak ruler, and his reign which
lasted until the year 1105 A. H. (1694 A. D.), is unmarked bv any event of consequence.
Malcolm’s History of Persia, Vol. 1, pp. 582-24; Sykes’ History of Persiu, Vol. 11, pp. 301-2).
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i i i the advancement of
thers. Aurangzeb in reply speaks of his exertions for ent
II);?ém rznd of bisg benevolengeytowards his subjects. He also attempts to justify .
his action in waging war against his brothérs and ascending the throne in the

. lifetime of his father who, he says, abdicated in his favour.

These -incidents have been related in detail by almost all the historians of‘
Aurangzeb, who in discussing his policy and character have expresssd opinions
favourable to him or the reverse. It is, however, not intended {o enter ufl_l)og
this controversy here. The chief point of interest in these letters is, that we fin
Aurangzeb accused by a brother-monarch and defending himself z_xgamsththcé ba_c'cu-‘
sations. Aurangzeb characterizes the cl.larges brought against bim as the 'a ile:a-
tions of ignorant people, who have given publicity to false reports against him,
and he declares it impracticable to refute them and to clear his position.

The letter from Shah Sulaiman of Persia runs as follows :—
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TRANSTATION

“ Praise and glory to the ercator of the world, who by uttering the one word
¢Kun’ (let it be) set in revolution the nine heavens studded witl:clusters‘ of stars
settled the seven layers of the earth with great massiveness and sulid{ty 0;1 th::’
surface of water, and brought into existence human heings, the best of the creation
from a drop of water, and who merely with his simple boundless kindness confe‘rred,
upon us the honoured robe of royalty and entrusted us with the government and
administration of the world. The demand of justice, therefore, is that we too, takin
into consideration this special favour, treat people with sympathy according t%
(the Quranic verse)! “ Do good as God has done good to” you,” “and whenever
the distress and misery of the injured and oppres<ed is known, we should, abandon-
ing excuses and negligence, make every possible effort to soothe and appease the
aflicted hearts. Kecently we have learnt from comers and goers (travellers) that
at many places in Ilindustan refractory and seditions people, considering that
Solomon-like monarch (Aurangzeb) tobe impotent and resourceless, have raised the
dust of disturbance, and haviag taken possession of some parts of the country are
giving trouble to the inhabitants and travellers of that kingdom. The chief of them'
1s the infidel (Kafir) Sivi,?2 who lived in such obscurity that none knew of his
name. Now the lack of power of that exalted personage (Aurangzeb) has iven
resource to that unknown person, who having sallied forth has captured ;’nan
mountain-like forts, put to sword or taken prisoner many soldiers of that protccto)ll-
of empire, devastated the country and asserted a claim of equality with that prince

e —

1 Biira 28, verse 77. '
2 Shivajj, the founder of the Maratha power in the Deccan.
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of illustrious lineage.! But that monarch calls. pidargirs (imprisoning his father)?
by the name of ¢ alamgiri (world-conquering), and setting his mind at rest by
killing his brothers? the rightful heirs to the kingdom, gives up the rvoyal prac-

tices of appreciation and charity, and keeps himself busy in the company of people
who consider incantation and satanic magic to be tu® knowledge of God.* Thus

. he always played with false dice and won the game by treachery and fraud, but

now when a battle requiring prowess is to be encountered, he has been so perplexed
and distracted that it i1s beyond his power to suppress lawless men and to rule over
India. Whereas, by the kindness of God and the favour of the sinless Imams,$ it is
the practice of our house to protect the helpless, we now desire to assist that Pro-
tector of Empirc in the same manner as by the help of our ancestors Humayan
was reinstated on the throne of Hindustan amd Nagr Muhammad Khan,’

! This probably refers to Shivaji's assuming the title of raja, which was acknowledged
gy Aurangzeb in the year 1663, The Maratha chief, however, agreed to be treated
a8 2 vassal of the Mughal Emperor, and he sent his son Sambhiiji to stay at
Aurangabiad in the court of the Viceroy of the Decean. (History of Shivaji by
J. N, Sarkar, Modern Revicw for April 1919, Vol. XXX, No. 4, page 401.)

2 This is an allusion to the deposition and imprisonment of his father $hahjahan by
Aurangzeb. $hah Bulaimén sarcastically remarks that Aurangzeb took the title of
‘Alamgir (the conqueror of the world) though the only person he had conquered was
his father. . .

3 Tue emperor Shihiahan fell illin Delhf and was unable to attend to the affairs of
state. Dara shikoh, the eldeet of his sons, took the government into his own
hands and preveated any information leaking out with regard to affairs at the
capital. This gave rise to great disturbances in the country. Muiad Bakhsh, the

oungest son of the cmperor, Who was governor of Gujarat, assumed the title of
]’r;ing and marched towards the capital. Shah Shuja‘, the second son, followed the
same course in Bengal and advanced to Benares. Aurangzeb who was in the
Deccan also marched with an army to the capital. Dard Shikoh took Shahjahén to
Agra snd sent Raja Jai Singh with his scn Sulaimén Shikoh agaiust Shalb “$huja‘.
Raja Jaswant Singh was despatched with a large army to Milwa to prevent
Aurangzeb's advance from the Deccan.  Shah Shuja‘ was defeated, but Aurangzeb
contrived to join forces with Murgd Bakhsh, and defeating Jaswant® Singh pro-
ceeded to Ayra.  Dara Shikoh, much against the will of =Lahjahan, made prepar-
ativns for another battle and met Aurangzeb at Samugarh near Agra. He was
totally defeated and was obliged to fly for his life to Delbi. Aurangzeb continued
hi®march to Agra, and imprisoned Shahjahan who still favoured the cause of Déra
Shikoh. In the meantime Aurangzeb had got rid of Murad Bajthsh, who had
shown signs of defection, by sending him as a prisoner to the fort of Gawalsar,
where he was subsequently beheaded. Dars Shikoh was pursned and at last
captured and put to death at Delhi. Shah Sija' after Ins defeat by
Jai Singh marched again in 1069 A. . (1639 A. D) with a powerful army to
Agra, and was d-feated by Aurangzeb at Khajwa near 1lahabad. He was obliged
to seek refuge in Ardkan, where it is related he was put in a boat with all his
family and sunk in the river by the rija of that country in the year 1071 A. H.
(1660 A. D.).

¢ It may be noted that the satirical remarks of tho Shah of Persia about the religious
views of Aurangzeb and his courtiers were mainly due to the reason that they pro-
fessed different faiths: the Shah of DPersia being a Shi‘a while Aurangzeb was
a Sunni.

*  The twelve 11.8ms according to the Shi‘a faith.

$ The expulsion of the emperor Humayiin by Sher Shah, and the ultimate recovery
of his lost kingdom from the descendants of the latter with the help of Shah
Tahmasp of Persia, is a well-known historical fact avd needs no comment here.

7 Nagr Muhammad Khan, a raler of the Uxbegs, had been driven out of Balkh by
Shahjahan partly by foree of arms and partly by intrigue. . Ife sought aid and pro-
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the ruler of Taran, rekindled the lamp of his wealth with the light of the star of
our good fortune (recovered his kingdom by our assistance). Now that that heir to
the throne of Humayin (it also means heir to the auspicious

throne) is in distress,
it is the royal resolve and desite and a sense of honour that We .proceed in person
with our victorious army to the help of that heir of sovereignty, enjoy mutually the

pleasure of the society of each other, which is our long cherished desire, and punish-
ing the wicked oppressors of helpless strangers with our zulfigir-like! sword, relieve
the people from evil-doers and make them pray for us. May the great God pro-
tect you against misfortunes! Farewell | ‘

The letter from Aurangzeb written in ref)ly to the above is as follows —
.
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TRrANSLATION

“ Praise be to God who is so omnipotent that all the “particles of existence
and all created things above and below are the reflection of His person which illu-
minates the world like the Sun, and all the ornaments of the universe are an indi-

cation of Iis attributes which are as numberless as the waves of the boundless
ocean, Verse:—

"¢ He himself shone from within and without and I was lost like shade
between two lights,’

Whereas the Divine wisdom is imbued with virtue, Ile (God) has made
ple of the world attribute every event to a cause of nature and has concealed
imself from the sight of the superficial observers, but, giving His chogen people
access to his privacy, illuminates their inward eye with His-dight and makes their
benevolent hearts forgetful of love for others, so that they Lecome regardless of

- that they should give a reply to that impertinent letter with the sharg and
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_and’ fndifferent to the opinions, approbation and disapprobation of the common

populace, whose eye of wisdom is devoid of the light of truth. Hemistich :— .
¢ The lamp of the Sun has no fear against wind.’

ise be to God that from the beginning of the age of discretion until now,
whenptrl:és:un of wisdom has reached its zenith, nothing has passed in oull: truthvf‘lrll
heart except justice, concession to Muslin;'as, and suppression .of mflilde ity. . e
however abstained from the luxuries of life, considesed kingship as ¢ .eh guar m:;
ship of the people, who are confided by God to onr charge, a.nlq ﬁv;‘ti a.? t:le:h
cherishing our subjects and administering justice,we liaye abo is d alt gzb_el:
such taxes' as the zakat (alms or a poor rate), rakdars (toll) “an . nigé a:;
(watching dues), etc., which, while bringing a very considerable sum o n;;mey o
the imperial treasury, caused a great deal of trouble to merchants, trave :rs an
artisans. Now these people enjoy peace of mind and are busy in prayers for our

P wealth. From the blessing of this good intention every object we had in view

lished to our entire satisfaction, and whosoever looked with malice

;:um:'c c?}?)g—bestowed kingdom the mark of his existence was soon effaced
m the of Time. ' .

fro An efil:f;ce of thisis the case of your father who, not knowing the; value. of
safety, advanced to our dominions with the result that the ttlorn of disappoint-
ment ’pierced his foot and he suffered an untimely death. The favours fs'lll‘t.)wn
by Sahibqiran to your ancestors? are written in bold letters on the record of Time,
and by the adoption of an ungrateful attitude you dig out a well in your own vrvl"ahy
As the rewards of good intentions have no end, let us turn to our real sub.]ectl.l e
letter you sent us written by mean and base secretaries, arrived. Att el (;'iery
moment it wasreceived our first intention was to send some of the brave :l(: hex:a
mounted on horses, which run as quickly as thoughts or winds, and with their
swift speed can reach Syria like the sun in half the day, to that prince of the
illustrious house together with a force of archers, who ever have death warrants in
their quivers and the angels of death hidden in the curved parts of their bows, so

ing sword. But the regard for the descendants of the Prophet,’ the
ll:lor:lljst};er(_iydlge;erosity and the favo%rs of Sahibgiran (shown to your bouse) did not
mit us to sever the old relations at once simply on account of impropriety of
nguage, which was due to young age and inexperience. Hence in reply to that
letter a summary of our long narrative is written below. ~As regards the murder
of brothers and the dethronement of His late Majesty referred to in your letter, it is
known to everybody that Dara 8hikoh had no regard for the true falth? but

- i ion about the remission of taxes by"Aurangzeb reference mia bo made

' For fa}l.ll? :?nrtl:z_tl_:zg:l-?ubdbi Vol. ISI, pp- 87-8, which in gglimg a long list of remissions

records that nearly eighty imposts were abolished by this emperor. (See ‘also
Elliot's History of Indsa, Vol. VII, pp. 246-19.) - $95) on th

i fers to the event related by Malcolm (Vol. I, pp. 496- on the

? This aulx)tt}(:})):l:;y ofm thr;dagu-tTawa'riLL. The t Timor, when he oconquered _Pema.

did not molest the ancestors of the Safvi emperors, who had a reputation for
sanctity, but it is stated that he went to see Sadru-d Din, the chief of the famxlg,

and en(iuixed what favour he could confer upon him. The saint required that he

would release the prisoners he had brought from Turkey. The request was duly
complied with by the conqueror. o

3 fvi traced their descent from the seventh Im&m, Mus8 K&gim, of the

The ?:m‘;}ye ,: Hmn:;in, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad. (ZThe Mulmnmadgn

Dynasties by Lane-Poole, p. 265 ; History of Persia by Malcolm, Vol. I, P 49:).
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wandered in the wilderness of apostasy and invariably showed animosity to
Muslims and nobles of the court especially to us, his real brothers! In the
same manner Shuja‘ had the presumption to aspire to the throne in the presence of
hig father,® and marched with an army with the intention of killing his brothers.
Murad Bakhsh, infoxicated with wine, led an oppressive and tyrannical life. We,
with the help of God, waged such a war that it might pass as the deed of

owess of a resolute person,’ and inflicted just punishment, according to the
illuminated law, on every wicked wretch. And His Majesty who on account of
paternal affection overlooked their (his sons’) misdeeds, at last, observing their
evil conduct, retived from kingship and considering that we werea dutiful son,
.oonferred upon us the throne,* which, with the grace of God, was adorned from
eternity with our exalted name. God is a witness of this, ‘and the testimony of
God is eneugh’® We performed all this for the pleasure of God and abolition
of oppression. If gossiping people of the world, whose inward and outward
eyes are devoid of the light of wisdom, give publicity to false rumours, what can
one do? Verse :— -

‘It is possibie to be absolved from the punishment of God By repentance,
but one cannot escape from the criticisms of people.’

Regarding what was written about the rebellion of Siva, it is very strange
that sach stories should be related in the court of that representatjge of an auspi-
cious house. Leaving out of consideration that you, on account of tender age and
childhood, which is a period of ignorance, may not have knowledge and wisdom,
. there is also a scarcity of wise men in that country and you have none with you,
who should, bearing in view the real state of affairs, speak out proper things.
When the army of Iran and Tarin cannot stand against our innumerable, force,
how can Siva or any other man be taken into account ? And there is no strange
thing if highwaymen, concealing themselves like rats in holes in the deserts and
bills, carry out robberies. Verse : — .

¢ Although a fly should bring into use the strength of both jts wingé, it
could not snatch away food from a griffin.’ N

It is becoming on your part that you should adopt necessary prudence and
precaution at the beginning and end of every work. We haveit in our

! Mohammad K&zim gives a detailed account of the heresy of t 813 Shikoh 4 lamgir
Nama, pp. 34-6). The prince was ordered to be put to death under the legal opinion
of the lawyers, because he bhad aposiatized from the law, had vilified religion and
had allied himself with heresy and infidelity. (Mun‘agAabu-l Lubdb, Vol.

« II, p. 87 ; see also Elliot, pp. 179 and 246).

3 On hearing the news of the illness of Shahjah&n, both Shah Shuja‘ and Vursd Bakhsh
took their seats upon the throne (the former in ‘Bengal and the other in Gujarat),
had the ZAutha vead and coins struck in their names and assumed all the

prerogatives of king (' dlamgir Nima, pp. 28-9,.
3 See above.

¢ The fact that Shabjahan forgave Aurangzeb for his offences and probably made

*  formal bestowal of the throne upon him, is also inferred from a letter of
Aurangzeb, which he wrote to his father, thanking him for hir pardon and express-
ing the hope, that in future nothing would be done again-t his (¥h&hjahsn’e)
will and pleasure. The letter is copied in MuntakAabu-! Lubab, Vol. I,
pp- 104-7.  {8es aleo Elliot, Vol. VII, pp. 261-3.)

* A Qurlnic expression.

-« Shah ‘Abbas 11. He says that it was entrusted to '

) 1y | | .
comprehensive mind to throw into the gulf of destruction. the ship in which the
unfortunate Franks live, who are the cause of istress to the ¢ravellers
of Irin! and carrying our standards to that country have the pleasure

of meeting one another and attending to our object. May you ever be successful
according to your intentions !”’

Professor J. N. Sarkar quotes the letter of S8hah Suliaman in the third volume
of his valuablq work, the History of Aurangzeb (pp.126-7) but he ascribes it to
Fa.rbiyat Khan who was sent b
Aurangzeb on a return embassy to Persia, and who reached Agra with it in 1668.
It my manuscript the letter is written under the following heading :- °

-y Megsin (hyyiles Gy Kipl afallay of 1ol aldol sl oS seli

“Letter of Shah Sulaiman, the king of Persia, which he wrote to Aurangzeb,
the ruler of India.” :

This letter is not dated nor is there any other evidence to indicate with any
amount of certainty as to whether ite author was Shah ‘Abbas II or Shah Sulaiman.
In Aurangzeb’s reply there are however several points, which tend to show that it
was written by Shah Sulaiman, and [ relate them as follows:- . .

(1) Aurangzeb repeatedly addresses the king of Persia as an inexperienced child
and of tender age (=yie ojob Jlu3)3). Now Shah ‘Abbas, who ascended the
throne at the age of 10 in the year 1642, was 34 years old in the year 1666,
when he is supposed by Professor Sarkar to have written the letter. He had
already been on the throne for some 16 years, when Aurangzeb was crowned king
of India, and it was in his reign that Qandhar,” which had been treacherously
made over to Shahjaban by its Persian Governor ‘Ali Mardan Khan, was recovered
by the Persians, the Shah who was not more than 17 years old is known to have
been' in command at the siege. Various attempts were made by the Mughal
forces to retake the city, and at least twice Aurangzeb himself was entrusted with
their command, but all these attempts without any exception failed. Reference to

. this is said to have been made by Shah ‘Abbas 11 in the letter he sent to Aurangzeb

through his Ambassador Budaq Beg congratulating him on his accession to the
throne.? Shah ‘Abbas is also known to have intrigued with Murad Bakhgh,
- Shab- Shuja‘ and Dara Shikoh during the war of succession, and copies of his
letters to these princes are preserved in Jngha: Tahkir Wahid. Under these
" circumstances it cannot be expected that Aurangzeb could in propriety address
him with such epithets as child and inexperienced.

Shah ‘Abbas 1I died on 12 December 1666, and was succeeded by his
-son 8hah Sulaiman, who in all probability wrote the letter in question ‘soon
after ascending the throne. Shah Sulaimin was some 20 years old on his accession
and he could be justly addressed by Aurangzeb in such partronizing terms.

(2) Aurangzeb self-exultantly speaks of the favours of God conferred upon
him, and says ¢ whoever cast an eye on his God-bestowed kingdom the mark of
his life was soon effaced from the page of Time (i.c. he died)?’. As an instance of
this he points out the case of the father of his addressee, the Shah of Persia, who
he says, “made an advance towards his dominions when the thorn of disappoint-

! This probably refers to the capture of the island of Kishmah in the Persian Gulf by
the Dutch (Malcolm’s /istory of Parsia, Vol. I, p- 587), but there is no historics.
evidence of the fact that Aurangzeb ever conceived a plan of invading Persia.

? Hidlory of Awramgsed by J. N.suskr, Vol. III, p. 123, '

.
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ment pierced his foot and he suffered an untimely death”. The only Persisn

. emperor who threatened to invade the tersitories of Aurangzeb! and died in the

prime of his youth (at the age of 34 years) was none other than Shah ‘Abbas II,
the father of Shah Sulaiman. The disease which caused the death of S8hih ‘Abbae is
said $o have been so painful that he died with the conviction that he was poisoned.?

The father of Shah ‘Abbas 1I (Shah Safi) also dicd at the age of 34, but it is not -

known that he ever intended to invade India, and his death occurred

in the year
1841, long before Aurangzeb ascended the throne.

(3) The Shah of Persia in his letter refers to the rebellion of Shivaji, and says .
- that he captured many of the strong forts of Aurangzeb, put to the sword or

imprisoned a large number of his soldiers, plundered his country and raised his head
as one equal to him. Shivaji was successfully attacked in the year1665 by the
Mughal general Raja Jai Singh, who took nearly all his forts and compelled him to
come to terms with Aurangzeb. We find him a vassal of the Mughal Emperor
fighting for him against Bijapur from 1665-1666, when he set out to make

obeisance at the Royal court. Shah ‘Abbas II of Persia writing this letter in ’

the year 1666, as supposed by Professor Sarkar, could not make a reference to the
rebellion of 8hivaji and the inability of the emperor Aurangzeb to suppress it, when
the Maratha chief had been completely overcome and was serving in the Mughal

army. Naturally the events mentioned in the letter refer to Shivaji’s incursions
after his escape from the Mughal imprisonment.

(4) At the end of his letter, Aurangzeb makes a reference to the troubles
caused to the Persian travellers by the Europeans. We do not find any of the
Buropean nations making an encroachment upon Persia during the reign of
8hah ‘Abbas 11, whereas in the wveign of Sulaiman the Dutch seized one of the
principal islands Kishma in the Persian Gulf, and the disturbance in Persia by the
Europeans apparently refers to this event.

Discussion.—Professor Jadunath Sarkar held that the first letter was more
probably written by Shah Abbas II of Persia than by his successor Shah Sulaiman.
I€ one MS. ascribes it to the latter, another MS. ascribes it to.the former. Ite
contents agree remarkably with those of Shah Abbas’s letter to Aurangzeb, of which
a summary, based upon Court gossip, is given by Manucei (Storia do Mogor, ii. 52V,
Moreover, the writer of the letter threatens to invade India, and we know from
contemporary Mughal histories that it was only Shah Abbas 1I who menaced
Aurangzeb in this way and actually advanced with a vast army towards the Indian
frontier when he was suddenly cut off by quinsy,—while no threat against India
was ever ultered by Sulaiman, who wus too impotent and worthless a ruler to have
ventured on such a eourse,

Professor Sarkar also doubted whether the second letter was ever really
delivered to the Persian King, as the &urier of such a message was sure to forfeit
his life. Manucei tells us that a similar letter written by Aurangzeb late in his
reign to Shah Sulaiman was withheld by the prudeut advice of his wazir, Agad
Khan (Storia do Mogor, 1i. 279). These letters, as well as the acrimonious cor-
respondence between Aurangzeb and his rebel son Muhammad Akbar, represent a
olass of Persian epistolary composition which students in those days were taught as
exercises in rhetoric ; they were, in all probability, never actually used in diplomatic
intercourse, being too full of taunts and retorts,

Y History o{ Aurangzeb by J. N. Sarkar, Vol. II1, p, 128,
? Malcolw, Vol. I, p. 582,

\
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. Paper by Chaudburi Abdul Hamid, Professor, Government College, -

. Lahore.

Maxvscripts oF THB * TARIKH-I-MUZAFFARL’

. To a student of Indian History, it is a rare chance indeed to fihd an original
and reliable work, which would throw light on the events following the death of-
Aurangzeb. The period from 1707 onwards s fall of wars of succession, domestic
intrigues and factions of almost daily occurrence, revolts and struggles for mastery
between various claimants to power, the dreaded advance of the Maratha, the
growth of the Khalsa, the visitation of Nadir, the repeated excursions of Ahmad
Shah Abdali, and the slow but sure development of the power of the East India
Company. The Emperor though nominally the supreme head of the Church and
the State is gradaally dwindling into the mere shadow of a great name. TFreason
is rife and depositions and assassinations are the order of the day. The ever
increasing "danger of being drawn into the turmoil of faction and strife renders it
almost impossible for a writer to record the rapidly oceurring events of those
troublous times in a comprebensive manner and one sadly misses historians of the
type of Khafi Khan, Muhammad Salih, Abul Fazl, Badauni’ and Nizam-ud-Din

adakhshi. In the midst of ail this it is rather a pleasure to come across the
Tarikh-i-Muzaffari, one of the most accurate histories of the period, written by an
Indian. :

The book consists of two volumes—the first ending with the death of Alamgir
II in 1759 and the second starting with the accession of Shah Alam II and bring-
ing the story down to the year 1809.

The author Muhammad Ali Khan belongs to a distinguished Ansari family
of Panipat, who traced their origin to Khawaja Abdullah of Hirat, a descendant of
the Prophet’s well-known companion, Abu Ayyub Ansari, who lies buried at
Constantinople. The family is without question an illustrious one as is evident
from -the fact of its members having held the most important offices in the state
for several generations. Muhammad Ali’s great-grandfather Abdur Razzaq held
a very high command under Aurangzeb. His grand-uncle was the Viceroy of

. Kabul and Kashmir while his grandfather Lutfullah Khan was appointed

a tutor to "Prince Jahan Shah, son of Bahadur Shah and father of Muhammad
Shalrand ultimately rose to the dignified positions of Q¢ladar of Delhi and Diwan
to three successive emperors. He held the rank of Z4aff lazar: and was
during Mubhammad Shah’s reign the Governor of - Multan and Kabul. He left
five sons behind him, the eldest Inayat Khan was a Bakksii and Naib Khansaman
and was granted jagirs by the Emperor in the Shahjabanabad and Benares pro-
.vinces. The latter jagir was subsequently seized by Ali Vardi Khan, who however
relfased one hundred villages in Bihar in favour of his son Izzat Khan, the
ancestor of the present Nawabs- of Panipat, who still hold their Bihar jager.
Another son, Shakir Khap, was the writer of a book called Tarski-i-Shakirkians
which deals with the reign of Muhammad Shah and a copy of which is preserved
in the British Museum. The second” son, Hidayatullah Khan Fazil, was the

. father of the author of the Tarikh-i-Muzaffars.

The author being the youngest son of his father was left to his own resources -
at an early age and undertook the compilation of this work with a view to secure
the patronage of Muin-ud-Daulab, Mubariz-ul-Mulk,. Kbas Khanan Sayyad

Mubammad Riza Khan Babadur Muzaffarjang, the Naib Nacim of Bengal up to
1772, and the fact that Mubammad Ali Khan became the Darogha of the Fausdars
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Adalat of Tirhut and Hajipur shows that hé was not quite unsuccessful in his
attempt. His appointment ' brought him into frequent intbrcourse with the
European officers of his time and afforded him the peace and security of mind
necessary for & work of this kind ; and though at first, he stopped with the death
of Alamgir II, its continuation up to 1809 A.D. (1225 A.H.) more or less appears
to be due to the influence of his European friends. - )

- The book starts with the usual Aamd, na‘¢, manqgibat and an expla\:ation of
the author’s object in writing the book.. The first volume begins with an dccount

of Alanqawa, the ancestress of the Mughals. It is rather surprising to find the -

notion of the Immaculate Conception being known to the barbarous Mughals.
He then gives a brief narrative of the sovereigns of Delhi up fo the death of
Aurangzeb as an appropriate introduction to a detailed description of the reign of
his various successors. The wars of succession between the various sons of
Alamgir, the success of Buhadur Shah and events of his reign are given in their
chronological order. The growth and development of Sikhism are also noticed.

We are told of the Emperor’s attempt at Lahore to introduce the Shia formula of -

faith in the Zkutba and its abandonment owing to the opposition of the Sunni
ulema. A reference is made to the Emperor’s falling a victim to a fit of melan-
cholia which manifested itself in an order for the extirpation of dogs from the city
of Lahore, where the Emperor was then residing. The Emperor’s death and the
subsequent struggle for the throne is next alluded to. Then follows a description
of the reien of Jahandar Shah. We next hear of Farrukhsiyar’s march from
Patna against Jahandar Shah to contest the throne and avenge his father’s
death. Jahandaris captured and killed. Zalfikar Khan and his father Asad
Khan are imprisoned and we find that the execution of the former was due more
to the machinations of his encmies than to the kmperor’s own desive for revenge.
The reign of Farrukhsiyar is next dealt with and then follow the story of the
war with Ajit Singh and his ultimate submission, Husain Ali Khan’s march
towards the Deccan and the death of Daud Khan Panni in the ficld of battle.
The Sikh campaign is next mentioned and an account is given of Banda’s ecapture
and execution. The various events that led to the deposition and murder of
Farrukhsiyar are next described in detail. There is a brief notice of the short~
lived reign of Rafi-ud-Daulah and Rafi-ud-Darajat. We are next told of the futile
attempt to subvert the power of ths Sayyad brothers by installing Nikosivar, son of
. \kbar, on the ‘mperial throne, who was onee more consigned to prison on the
accession of Muhammad Shah,  The Sayyads now settle the affaivs of the empire
and excite the jealonsy of a great many nobles of the Court, the most prominent of
them being Nizam-ul-Mulk anl Saadat Khan. The destruction of Husain Khan,
the rebellious chief of Kasur, is then referred to.  The eivil war between the Nizam
and the Sayyads, th: vi-tory of Nizom-ul-Mulk, the assassination of [lusain Al
the consequent rebellion of Abdullah Khan, the elevation of anather phantom
king. [brahim, the usual resort to arms, the defeat of Abdullah Khan, his caplure
and death are then described in full and we find Mubammad Shah once more the
undisputed master of the empive, who starts rewarding his own supporters, 1t is
surprising to discover Muhammad Shah trying to reintroduce Jahangiv’s idea of
the “ Chain and Bell” of justice. Ajit Singh is next dealt with and is compelled
“to submit to the imperial authority. '
From the third year of the reien up to the 31st the various events are detailed
yeir by year and the account of the 21st year includes the narrative of Nadir Shah’s
rise to power in Persia, his success against the Afghan invaders of his country,

O .9

" his aseumption of the royal title and his invasion of [India with its well-knowi

jncidents, such as the interview between Muhammad Shah and Nadir Shah, the lat-
- ter’s entry into the capital, his notorious massacre and his subsequent return with-
8 rich booty. In this connection we also hear of Baji Rao’s attempt to take ad-
vantage of the confusion prevailing at the time and to encroach upon the imperial
lands in the Deccan, though Nasir Jang succeeded in persuading him to abandon
his design. The story of the 22nd year of the reign is supplemented by a brief
account of Ali Vardi Khan’s rise to power. ’ '

Two curious treatises by Shah Muhammad Wafa are copied out in the
book, one in praise of Ali Vardi Kban and the other describing the death
of Haibat Jang, the son-in-law of Ali Vardi and father-of Siraj-ud-Daulah.
Haibat Jang’s successful expedition against the Nasé Nazim of Bihar, who
had revolted against Ali Vardi Khan is next dilated upon. The story of Muhammad
Sbah’s reign ends with the expedition against Ali Mubammad Khan Robilla by the
Erperor in person and the submission of that chief, the assassination of Amir

- Khan, the civil war between the sons of Zakariya Khan, Governor of Lahore, in
the 25th and 26th years of the reign, and the first invasion of Ahmad Shah
Abdali, his defeat at the hands of Prince Ahmad, of the death of Muhammad
Shah with a detailed account of his prévincial revenues. , ,

The succession of Ahmad Shah, the death of Nizam-ul-Mulk, the war between
the Bangash Nawab of Farrukhabad and Saadullah Khan. Rohilla, Zulfikar Jang’s
departure for Ajmer and his unsuccessful return and disgrace, struggle between
Qutb-ud-Din Khan of Muradabad and the Rohilla Chiefs Rahmat Khan and .
Dunde Khan and the death of the former, the unsuccessful revolt of Siraj-
ud-Daulah against his grandfather in Bihar, and his consequent submission, the
death of Raja Newal Ra1, Auil of Safdar Jang, at the hands of the Bangash Chief
Abhmad Khan, Safdar Jang’s advance and defeat, assassination of Nawab Bahadur
Jawaid Khan at the instigation of Safdar Jang, Ghazi-ud-Din 1T’s expedition
against the Jats, the deposition of the Emperor and his subsequent loss of sight
bring the sad story toan end. The sad tale of Ahmad Shah’s reign is” followed
by a brief narrative of some notable poets of India, the elevation of Alamgir II,
death of Safdar Jang, succession of Shuja-ud-Daulab, the death of the Governor
of Etawah at the hands of the Marathas, Ghazi-ud-Din Khan’s advance upon
Lahore, death of Ali Vardi Khan, Siraj-ud-Daulah’s accession, the quarrel with
the English and his capture of Calcutta, Ahmad Shah’s invasion and sack of
Delhi and the 3rd battle of Panipat along with a poem concerning the same and,

- a brief notice of the contemporary sovereigns of Kabul, Samarkand, Persia, Turkey

and the Sherif of Mecca bring the first volume to a close.

The second volume is mainly taken up with the growth and expansion of the.
British power in India. It opens with Emperor Shah Alam II’s attempt
upon Bengal, his failure owing to English opposition, the death of Miran, the
deposition of Mir Jafar, the elevation of Mir Qasim and his confirmation by

- the. Emperor while at Patna, the Emperor’s return to Allahabad, Mir Qasim’s
troubles and difficulties with the Bengal Council, and the ultimate outbreak of
hostilities, resulting in the massacre of .Patna, the restoration of Mir Jafar and
the defeat and flight of Mir Qasim after a protracted struggle which neces-
sitates his taking refuge with Shuja-ud-Daulah. The Emperor is then approached,
Mir Qasim undertakes a campaign in the Bundela country after which the Em-
peror, Shuja-ud-Daulah and Mir Qasim once more appear in Bengal. We next
hear of the battle of Buxar, the treason of Sombre Reinhardt—the German merce-

-
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Haty of Mir Qasim— and the disgrace and imprics £ Mi i '

g priconment of M

Shuja?-ud-Daulah s .the capture of The fort of Rohtas by Captai;rG?da;;l:l btyh:r?;a:lfx
of Mir Jafar, the installation of Najm-ud-Daulah and the appointment’of Muham-

mad Riza Khan, patron of the author, as Naib Nazim, the return of Lord Clive, .
,

the interview with the Emperor and the treaty of B i

) v y of Buxar, dealings of i
}Vltl} Shuja-ud-Daulah and Lord Clive’s final return t<; Englagn‘d? f&};e fcncgo:;:l;
18 ngen'of the_ Mara..tha wars with the Nizam and their campaigns in Hindus-
tan, their relations with the Jats of Bharatpur, their capture of Delhi owing to the

death of Najib-ud-Daulah, their invitation to the Emperor and his consequent return .

to Delhi, after defeating Zabitah Khan. The administration o i
his relations with Shuja-ud-Daulah and with his own Council, tlfxewl??(:l;?l!;a}i:s: m&s
Maratha and Mysore Wars, and his relations with Chet Singh of Benares, are next
commented upon in detail. The attempts of Zulfikar-ud-Daulah Mirza Najaf Khan
to maintain the dwindling imperial territories against the encroachments of the
Marathas, the Jats of Bharatpur and the Sikhs together with a detailed ac-
count of the transactions of Oudh under Asaf-ud-Daulah, are next described The sad

_ talecof Shah Alam’s misfortunes after the death of Zulfikar-ud-Daulah Mirza Najaf
Khan, the struggle for mastery between various nobles of tha Court, the defeatlof
Mahadji Sindhia at the hands of the Rajputs, the flight of the heir-apparent Mirza
Jawa.m Bakht to Benares and the notorious atrocities of the traitorous Ghulam
Qadir, are next presented to us in their touching details.

- The rise of Haidar Ali and his son Tipu Sultan and their w I

- English are traced in detail right up to tlf)e fall of Seringapat::::.m g;thJotlll‘K
Shore’s wdx.mmstmt-ion, his relations with Oudh, the death of Asaf-ud-Daulah
the succession and deposition of Wazir Ali Khan, and the murder of Mr Cherry
are next described. There is also a passing reference to the outbreak of th{;
French Revolution. Wellesley’s war with the Marathas, the surrender of Perron
the capture of Delhi and the siege of Bharatpur are briefly alluded to. The
Lama of Tibet and the Gurkha kings of Nepal are also not forgotten, and we
are told of an unsuccessful attempt of Mir Qasim against Nepal. The book con-
oludea.mth the death of Shah Alam, the accession of Akbar Shah II and the
detentlon_ of his son Mirza Jahangir in the fort of Allahabad. A list of the
tho.ab Wazirs of Oudh, Nuwab Nazims of Bengal, QGovernors-General and the
British Resideuts at the Court of Delhi up to 1809 is appended.

The book seems to have been widely known to various writers of Indian

history. It is mainly depended upon by Mr Keene in his Fall of the Mughal .

Empire and is largely>drawn upon by Ghul i

: rel y Ghulam Husain Kban, the author of th

Seyar-ul-Mutakhkhirin. _ Mr Irvine includes it in his list of authorities in ti’ealin :
wx(tlhst.he}}ater L}%{Fhal‘s 1;1 dthe Journal of the dsiatic Sociely of Benmgal (1903)
and Sir Henry Elliot includes extracts therefrom in his £ s Ii "Indi

as told by 1ts own historians. » famous Hutory of India

There are many manuscripts of the book to be found. There is i
Impex:ial Library at Berlin, another in the British Museum, London,langnest;ﬁ :l::
other in the Library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. My Irvine mentions ono
which belonged to him, Sir Henry Elliot mentions a copy of it being in his pos-
session which ho\yeyer did not go beyond 1797, the author’s family co?w at Panipai
which was the or_xgmal of the copy now in possession of the Asiatic Societp of
Bengal, has migrated to Delhi and is now in possession of Maulvi Zz};far
Ht}shn, B.A., Assistant Superintendent, Archmological Department, and there is
oné copy or more to be found in the Asafiah Library at H yderabad. ’ I have found
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" ahother cbpy in possession of the Bahawalﬁur Durbar written in 1244 AH,,

about 1828 A.D., which goes up to 1809. B. Pirzada Muhammad Husain,
M.A., possesses another copy which goes up to 1797 and was written in 1832 A.D,
I have an opportunity of comparing the last two but it is rather sad to find
that the two do not agree in all particulars. The two Risalas of Shah Muhammad
Wafa, the poems about various events given here and there inthe Babawalpur M8.
are imissing in the other, whereas an account of Siraj-ud-Daulab, certain details
about Alamgir II and a brief notice of the literary stars of India ave not to be

* found in the Bahawalpur MS. It would require a good deal of labour-and time

to edit the work but it cannot be doubted that the publication of the work would
be a valuable addition to the historical works of this country.

Discussion.~Professor Jadunath Sarkar remarked that we possess three nearly.
contemporary and fairly long histories of the Delhi empire during the second half
of the 18th century, riz., the Siyar-ul-mutakhkkirin, the Ibratnamak of Fakir
Khair-ud-din Allahabadi, and the ZTarikh-i-Muzaffari. Of these the second is
the longest, most accurate, and (in hie opinion) best, as the author lived at or bear
‘the Court of Delhi, while the writers of the other two works lived in Bengal and .
Behar and bad no access to the Imperial Court records and other original sources
of information. For the period before 1760 (eovered Ly the 1st volume of the
Tarikh-i-Muzaffari), this book is a mere compilation from earlier works and there-
fore cannot claim to be considered as a primary authority. The second volume.
(covering the years 1760-1809) was composed later than the lératwamak and is
much inferior to the latter. In short, the Tarikk-i- Muzaffart, in most parte, is
neither an eye witness’s report nor a summary of Stale pupers. :

_ Archdeacon Firminger suggested that the relative value of the three histories
should be tested by publishing parallel translations of the accounts of any parti-
cular incident (such as the battle of Buxar) given by"Sli of them. Iyrofessor“
Rusbbrook Williams remarked that before printing the Tarikh-i- Muzaffars it was
necessary to .decide the question of its earliest and most authentic text, as the
extant MSS, of it differ greatly from one another. - - :

Chaudhuri Abdul Hamid maintained that the author of the Tartkh-i- Muszaffars
belonged to a family of historiuns and high officers of the Mughal Court, and
as such he presumably had access to State papers.

Paper by Lala Sita ‘Ram Kohli.

- \

« THE RECORDS OF THE SIKH GGoVERNMENT ” IN THE PUNJAB SECRETARIAT.
It is now exactly seventy years since the Sikhs lost their rule over the Pun.
jab. The history of the rise, expansion and to some extent, the fall of the Sikh
power was narrated at the time by several writers, e.g., Prinsep, Cunningham, Mac-
Gregor and others. The only other sources which have been largely drawn upon
by students and later writers on the subject, are the accounts of their" journeys
published by several European travellers and visitors at the Court of Ranjit Singh."
—the Great Maharaja of the Sikhs. The Persian works especially of the two con-
temporary Indian authors, Munshi Soban Lal and Diwan Amar Nath, are
not widely read, chiefly because of their inaccessibility.



the advent of the Britis

Government.

Some of the above-mentioned works are indeed very valuable so far as the
political history of the Sikhs is concerned, but almost all'of them are silent about
the Sikh system of government. The works of Prinsep and Cunpingham are almost
entirely devoted to the rise and expansion of the Khalsa power and contain onl
a passing reference to Ranjit Singh’s method of administration. Sir Lepel Griffin
in his Life of Ranjit Singh is comparatively more elaborate on this point, but his
account too, is fragmentary and meagre. . ,

The accounts of the travellers abound in details of thejr journey and the places
they visited. The incidental notices of the mode of the Sikh government in their
works when examined in the light of the eriginal records now with us, appear to be
somewhat exaggerated and inaccurate. The works of the Indian authors alluded
to, partake more of the nature of chronicles setting down every day incidents
that took place at Court rather than systematic histories of the period. In fact,
there is no history of the Sikhs which is not wanting in this respect. Cunningham
and Prinsep who were both contemporary writers and must have had ample
opportunities of observing: thes methods of administration, apparently did not
attach much importance to the sybject. We infer this from the fact that they do
not deal with it in their works.” On the other hand later writers like Muham-
mad Latif and others had no sufficient materials before them for the purpose even
if they bad possessed the desire to describe the Sikh system of government. Now,
thanksto the Punjab Government, the entire original records of the Sikh Govern-
ment, that were lying unnoticed in the archives of the Punjab Secretariat for so
lon% a time, have been brought to light. The future student of Punjab history
witl now find immense new and useful material to employ his time and might
be able to contribute a few chapters to the already existing volumes on Sikh
history especially in the dirvection just pointed out. These records consist of official
papers dealing with the ministerial details of the eeveral departments of the Sikh

overnment and, on a careful examination, are sure to reveal much useful inform-
ation regarding the s;gstem of administration as it existed immediately before
. : -

It is neither practicable nor suitable to the size of a paper like the present
one to deal at any length with the amount of information contained in these
papers. - The utmost -that can be attempted here, is to give a brief analysis of
the papers and to indicate the nature of information available therefrom. How-
ever, before we proceed to give the analysis of these papers or indicate the lines
on which future investigation
a few words regarding the method of keeping official records in the Sikh

times. The Sikhs followed the Mughal eystem of keep-
Method of keeping ing official records in loose sheets instead of in bound
official records of the Sikh  books, * This custom,” says Blochmann, “is still in use in
' Persia and suits the Eastern countries, the hot and dam
climate of which soon destroys the binding of books.” Pa-
pers relating to several departments for one official year were arranged in a bundle,
the two ends of which were protected by beautifully painted wooden case boards of
Kashmir make and the whole tied tightly with cotton strings. Some of the
bundles are as much s three fect in length, and contain as many as 3,000 sheets,
The paper used is of the kind commonly known as Kashmiri or Stalkofs paper,
and as a rule the sheets measure 5” x 74”. The language is Persian, and the
writing & running shifasta by no means casy to decipher without practice.
Though some of the papers are as much as a century old, they are for the most
part well preserved.

. other rusims or fees.

s should bLe made, it seems necessary to say
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. 3 ‘ i is record may be grouped under ﬂ}e
" The 129 such bundles that ;gﬁf\:;xsxeg :lh;lrie ;‘;in heags in reference to their
Volume and description of the records. subject matter namely :— \
() Daftar-i- Mal or that relating to revenues in general.
1] 1 ] i the army. .
(¢5) Daftar-i-Fauj or that relating to .
(¢¢s) Daftar-i-Toshakkina or that relating to the accounts of the royal
wardrobe. .
Under head (iv) may be grouped the 15 manuscript volumes headed as

r'd

* Nugil-i-parwanafat or copies of the official orders issued to various Government

officials. A . ‘ .

rranged under the first three groups contain mostly items of
mco&. Pigei;s o:Iy lﬁare and there that one comes across anb Ol:(:gd f;omsotgzv
Government or some instructions issued to officials or a r;por.th su :im]a,st {ection
Government officer, that are in narrative  form, The fourth an ,
as its heading shows, contains a sort of narrative account.

in orde rith the papers arranged, -
tak each group in order and to deal with the papers arrange
undei‘[ iléro%‘;xs: }t)gpersea‘:fanged %n thlze first group of bundles called daftar-i-mal will
be found to be divided into 4 sections namely :—

(¢), the mdliydt or revenue recei'pts, : . |
(¢¢) the minzalik or the expenditure or disbursement section, .
(¢tt) the rozndmeka or the day book account and,

(fr) the awarcha or the ledger account.

4t section deals with the accounts of revenue receipts. ~ It is further

dividg?n';‘flt%{o subbheads namely (a) famz kharch ta‘lugat and (8) jama kharch

i i -ies referring to the revenues derived
ra ‘lugat section comprises entries referring . enu
aei::rl?li.ive'lrhgri‘:nl'g;d,swhile the sdirat covers every other source of tx:cogeé Th;
evenue l'lynder the sd:¥ branch, it seems, was d_ealt vy:th by separa fo ces an
:heir branches. There are sections which deal w1thtt(i'xt:ptes( a}?d }:t"ez_«;;l : n(ga:::i':;’;
), excise (abkire) cust and transit duties (chaukiyit)

e e oo ’%‘hb: alft;\?ef)‘\]; O?ﬁls are preserved for thirty-eight years of
the Khalsa rule from 1812 to 1850. Although they are mere_ltfenc-ns ozoaccm;?t;, y?fi
y loser examination, will be found to contain an amount of informa 1ontw ich w
g: :s%f:l for a history of the period. In the ﬁrstsl_)}{aﬁ‘e, t(llleylenable; ;lsy osu}:fr;z]i;:::

f the Government of the Sikhs and also su suffic
zl:t::izﬁl)rl;u?l%::(fu:h stxlxdy of the financial system of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
and his successors. ~ O e e

i i tudy of the system of land 1
agwd de: lto‘f Kgnhzx;initxrxfti:n‘;fy the annual revenue recexpts.for successwehyears
ovfdm x:h::“: the different stages in the development of this system, vlvl e};‘eigg
VLOII ious daslir-ul-amals and the instructions issued to the collectors wxh’ elp
the varl(:i“ rstanding the administration and the working of the revenue ma‘gi [l)nery'
uA8 fl:wu{,ea?ling features of this system were discussed by me in a paper read before

3 3 . - b k.
the Punjab Historical Society some two years ac /—\\ thess pepers

The next point on which soie information s

arm ol Tonetrae d to various
is the judicial system of the Khalsa Governm ey time to time he panch
Zardars or district officers as well as those seff '\vf? he, prief semaNcelRered with
or the elders of the towns and villages togg Yoy ; @E‘t feRriElian
Lo 2
b liT2g
* : 8 ‘» /
RY wyf':x
et

The second important subject on which these papers throw -

y
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the items of receipts under the head of ‘adilat and Jurus in the revenue papers |

supply dats—though not very tomprehensive and clear—which enable us to form
an idea as to how justice was administered during the Sikh régime. These are

some of the leading points on whick the mdléydt section of the revenue papers can

yield information and I beliéve labour spent in the investigation of these points will
not be wasted. As the modern method of keeping revenue accounts differs widely
from that followed under the Sikh Government, a brief description of the manner
in which these accounts are exhibited in the records may not be out of place here.

Instead of using vertical columns to show the various sources of receipts, thé

Sikhs used horizontal columns if we 'may so call them, and each column opened
with the total figure whose details were given below. The opening figure given on
the top of the first page represents the total demand for the year. The first column
headed as Widf Clua W fagaya hisab-i-guzashta coutains the balance for the
last year and the second headed as 4l gives the amount demanded for the current

year and both added together should correspond to the opening total. The figure in -

the third column headed as asl represents the total of the revenue proper which
_when added to the figures in the last cdlumn of /zifa or additional imposts , will
agree with the total shown in the second column containing the demand for the
current year. Column number 4 contains the tofal receipts from the district which
are made up of receipts from the Zkd@lsa or crown lands and those from the Jagirs or
assignments. This figure is sometimes in excess of the amount shown as current de-
.mand and therefore perplexing to the reader. The two following columns contain de-
tails of revenues from the crown lands and the assignments respectively, showing in
sub-columns’the receipts purely from land (as mdliydt) and the fur«i or income
from other minor sources of taxation such as fines and the professional taxes.
The last or'the closing column is headed as izdfz and contains details of
additional imposts levied and collected along with the land revenue. The
minzalik or the disbursement section of the revenue papers will be found to
be sub-divided into as many heads as there were principal  spending
departments of the Government. They were namely (i) the itéa‘ which contains
accounts of the purchases including the military and other stores, (1) the
takwilat which was concerned with the debits and credits entered on account of
the Zakwildars or cash keepers employed at court. The lahwildir was a general
term applied to any man with whom the Government money was deposited or
through whom it was expended. This section, therefore, comprises accounts of
a multifarious nature such as accounts of cash’ in the central treasury, accounts of
the Zoskakhdna lakla or King’s privy purse, accounts of military expenditure,
rendered through several pay-masters, accounts of cloth merchants and jewellers,
.ete., (t1r) was the kil‘ajat or zakhirajat which dealt with the accounts of provisions
and stores stocked in various forts in the countfy—the principal forts being those of
-Kangra, Govindgarh (Amritsar), Lahore, and Attock, (¢r) the mawasab w[iich was
-concerned with the pay of the army, the civil establishment attached to the Court
-and other menial appointments, (v) faujildt, comprises the following sub-heads
of account namely expenditure of the harem, presents and k4¢l‘afs, and the ziGfut
or entertainment of the royal guests, the madad kkarch or aids in relief which
also included pensions to political prisoners, ratib or food and forage for the
horses, cows, elephants, and other animals of the royal stable, (v1) Jagiral,
which showed the new jigiré granted each year in'lieu of services, military
or civil. :
Next to menzalik is the rozndmcha section. This department was
responsible for keeping accounts of the daily expenditure under various heads. As

o

gooh 85 a payment was made, the trea.sﬁrpr entered it in his day ook account, and
the entries accordingly are not made in any definite order.

st in the order of rs kept in the bundles of dgftar-i-mdl will be found

ptperl: headed as axarcha P:ﬁedgexg These papers bring in one place all the items
for the year, relating to a particular head of account. :

So far, then, with the papers headed as daftar-i-mdl. ;

We now proceed to examine the papers arranged urder the head daftar-i-fay;.
Like the daftar-i-mdl, the department regarding the army had also its branches. The
records relating to this department may be classified under three sub-heads namely
(6) the bardwurd papers, (1s). the jama kharch papers and (i6¢) the chehra papers.
The bardwurd papers are the detailed pay rolls and lists of the establishments attached
to each regiment of the army. They show in successive horizontal columns, names
of officers and men, their rank, the rate of monthly salary, and the total amount
paid for the period under ' consideration. They further show the number
f combatants and non-combatants in each-regiment as well as the amount paid-
on account of salary and other miscellaneous expenditure including contingency,
charitable pensions, ete. A specimen of these will be.seen among the exhibits
in the next room. The pay rolls like the rent rolls are preserved intact for 38 |
years of the Khalsa rule. 'They help a good deal in the study of the organiza- -
tion and administration of the Maharaja’s army. An_examination of these
rolls for successive years, will show when and why Ranji Singb introduced
the European methods of drill into his armies, and having once introduced these
methods, how anzious he was to bring his regulars to an equal level of efficiency
with the troops of the East India Company and what sustained efforts the
Maharaja made to attain that end ; how liberally he spent money in employing a
number of KEuropean officers to train his men and, as a result of all these efforts,
how gradually the-organization of his army improved and how the standard of
discipline and efficiency of his troops was ultimately raised, so much so that the
resistance which the Sikbs offered to the English during the first and the second
Sikh wars was quite beyond the expectations of the British troops. .

The second important point that is revealed by the study of these rolls is
the success which attended Ranjit Singh’s efforts to train his own countrymen to
command and lead his troops tanght in the Kuropean methods of warfare.

The pay rolls of the earlier years show that the posts of Company Command-

ers as well as those of regimental officers were held by non-Punjabis, whereas
in the pay-sheets of later years one finds that almost all the posts of trust in
the srmyywere mostly occupied by the Punjabis whether the ‘commands of
individual battalions or those of full brigades were given over to the Sikhs,
Hindus, Mubammadans and Rajputs. The rapidity and precision with which the
guns of the Sikhs were served during the first and the second Sikh wars snd the
way in which the foot soldiers stood between and behind their batteries, firm in their
order and active with their muskets, afford no mean proof of the capacity of these
officers and show how they mastered the complicated manceuvres of European warfare.
Lastly since the pay rolls of the entire army are preserved for 38 years from
1512 to 1850, we can work out the strength and salary expenditure of the army
for each successive year of the Khalsa rule and can also find out what pro-

. portion of the total revenues of the State was spent in maintaining this force.

Next in order, come the Jama fkharck papers. They are returns or state--
ments prepared in connection with the disbursement of sdlaries to the troops.
These papers are of two kinds—one of which appears to have been only for tem-
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porary use and partakes more of the nature of a rogadameka or day book account,
while the other Wwas meant to be a permanent office record, and was compiled
mostly from the papers of the first kind. These papers are important inasmuch as
they enable us to study a particular branch of the army administration,
An examination of the papers will furnish information nm{er the following
heads : —namely, the rate of monthly emoluments of the various grades of military
service, the nature of the salaries and the time of payment, the arrangements for
disbursements and the mode of remittance of money fiom the central treasury.
These papers show firstly that the system of payment was nbt always one of cash
monthly payments. The men were remunerated in one or other of the following ways,
viz., by an assignment of land revenue, otherwise known as the Jagtrdari system, or by
payment of - & lump sum at harvest time twice a year known as the Jaslanadare

system or with a cash salary paid at a fixed monthly rate known as the'makadar: system.

Moreover, we learn how long the three systems of payments were co-existing, and
when and why the second or the faslanadars system gradually disappeared and the
third or cash payment became more general in the latter part of Ranjit Singh’s
reign. Secondly, that the modern practice of distributing the salaries at the end
of each month was never in vogue under the Sikh Government. The practice
followed was that of paying the combined salaries for several months and that
too usually, five months after the due date. Thirdly, that the agencies for
actual disbnrsement to the different branches of the army were different. They

also show the manuer in which the money for disbursement was remitted from

the central treasury—=how the officers in charge of payment submitted a fakdama
or estimate based on the approximate strength of the various units and how on
the receipt of these estimates he was provided with funds partly by means of
cash remittance from the central treasury and partly by letters of authority or
tankhwak parwanas drawn on tahwildirs and kardars, Lastly, these papers enable
us to work out the rate of monthly emoluments for the various grades of military

service and the amount of periodical deductions or Ausrdt made from the pay of
each man,

The third group .of papers arranged under the military head consists of the
Chthra_or the descriptive rolls. A specimen of these rolls will be found among
the exhibits in the next room. They contain the following particulars : name of
the man, his father’s name, his place of origin, his caste, followed by various details
of personal appearance and marks of identification. In case of a sowar or trooper
& brief description of his horse is also noted. In addition to the above particulars
there is also shown the date of appointment and the starting pay of the man
followed by any variations therein, The date of transfer .t any other regiment
or of removal, whether by death or desertion or dismigsal, is also invariably noted.

The various entries made in the volls of the troopers, throw a sidelight on
the administration "of this branch of the service. They reveal how the practice of
as rigorously enforced under the
Sikh Government and how frequently the inspection of cavalry horses was made by

the Adjutant assisted by a darogha and a salotri or veterinary doctor, to see
whether they were fit for service.

An abstract of each inspection report w
month and the year. We find from these repor
as being unfit for service, the entry 38U 54
and the allowance of the trooper was curtailed ti

as entered in the rolls giving date,
ts that when a horse wus 1ejected
Adra was usually made on the roll
Il he produced a good horse.

* that they would supply information on the following points .—
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If the det;ils noted in the descriptive rols are studied very carefully if; ishoped
Firstly, whether all classes were admitted to the army or whether the service
’ .
was restricted to any particular class. o . .
Secondly, whether there were any broad principles which governed promotion
. )
to the higher ranks. o . . t
i for entering service or for
i hether there was any definite age limit r v |
oomp'tll‘:sggyly;egrement, or whether so long as a man was physically fit for duty
he continued to serve on his post. ' : |
- ;‘ounthly whether to fill the vacancies in the ranks the members of ‘the
family of the’retiring soldier were given preference to others. -
Fifthly, whether any compensation was granted to the members of ’f»hose' w lo
died onl active service, or whether any allowance was given to those who were.serious ly
wounded and rendered permanently unfit for service. . : o -
This, then, is a brief outline of the main facts which an examxnfxtxon of the
ili rs reveals. - g .
mlhtarlf lt’:P:d gection of the Khalsa Durbar records consists of papers relating to
oo tl of the faskakhina or the royal wardrobe. These accounts mostly coxX
:h'? ac;ott:l}l: of the khil‘ats conferred on va.ripus men on_various occ‘:.;smns..ti .
in .teeexamination might enable us, though indirectly, to determine the Pobil ox;
RFTI: several grandees in the durbar of the Maharaja, since the number o
z;,..l« ets conferred upon a man must have varied with his position at‘; Eotglt,
Be" O(IL]d this I do not think these papers contain much that would be wort e
theylabour which a deciph.ring of these accounts entglls'. r . o
The fourth or the last section of the records comprises the N uqul-z-pa;rw.a ndjat
the o(:ﬁce order books. As pointed out in the beginning oi.:'v.thxs paper, it is on‘l]y
;Iis portion of the Sikh records that presents anfy Iiaa'atxve accou‘pt wortll:j eit:
books contain duplicate copies of letters on various subject
?a\l:le?l' toTb\?:fiougo (sovemment officers. The letters, it seems, were copxedt in
ﬁxsese books as soon as they were issued, since they show no order of arrangemei] or
classification in respect of the subject they relate to. They defy all :_;ttemlgts ::1[-, ctz;:;
fication, ayalysis, or description without a thorough exammatu};)g ]g .ta s
books ’ BuLt from what little I have yet seendof tbe;sethpaperq 13“ : 10nf t};‘ ' o:; emel
' o standi e worki
safely remarked that for a right understan ing of the king of tho several
s of the Government, the Va.lllf?. of thgm is incale . yp
(ll:tlé::t $:;t}:e(;e b:a reproducel in order to give an idea of the nature and amount
of informution which these letters convey.
' . . - g . \ . .
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This letter is dated 20th Pus, Sambat 1894, and is addressed to one Nawah .

Khan, Zirdar of Talwandi. It will he seen that this short letter of six lines is
otherwise full of information. 1In the first place it shows that the procedure adopt-
od in case of ordinary civil suits relating to claims of debts and disputed accouats
was that the claim was instituted in the court of the 4ardar but even if the appli-
cation to that effect was made divectly to the Maharaja’s Court the practice was
that such cases were veferred for decisjon to the local officers. It wag probabl

because the officer on the spot could have better chances of giving a right decision in
Javour of the party whose cause was just. Secondly it shows that the investigation

was made by examining witnesses and the original documents or bonds.— ; 3}

iy Uuy;. Thivdly that in the awarding and execution of a decree and recovery -

of the debt, the court which acted’as an agent for the execution, had to take into
consideration the means of livelihood of the judgment debtor'and to see that the

dpcrefal amount was to be payable by easy and veasonable instalments— )

I)gc;’ BySde saddls ;) g-ﬂgf by f’)“’z’ to bwd g g‘g,a'J. That the execution of the

decree may not be ruinous to the judgment debtor was to be the principal considera-
tion with the court. . This may also be gathered from another case where the pro-
vision to this effect is more distinctly laid down. It says that the bullocks, fodder,
and implements will not be liable to attachment in the execution of a decree.

The last point established by this case and which is also corroborated by
various dasfur-ul-amals is that the court charged as commission for its trouble 25 per

cent of the amount recovered—usiil.,) 5,42 Wil e s Uyoy )yfe (5,1, &4ae.  Like
the revenue and the army rolls the office orders ave not
of the Khalsa rule. With a few breaks here and there
ten years from Sambat 1892 to 1901 (1833-1845
fifteen leather bound volumes, two of which will be seen among the exhibits in
the next room. These hooks, as will be seen there, show & deplorable state of
decay which justifies the remark of Mr Blochmann that “ the hot and damp climate
of the Eastern countries soon destroys the binding of books”. The paper is eaten
up by worms from one end to the other,

So much about these papers and the lines on which the work
ducted. Now a few words regarding the work done in connect
records under the orders of the Punjab Government,
the hands of the British Government on the transfer o
Punjab in 1849 and were safely deposited in the archi
Here they remained untouched for wellnigh seventy years till Sir Michael
O’Dwyer directed this rich mine of historical material to be explored. Accordingly
the work of arrangement and classification of these papers was taken in hand gnd
the result is embodied in a volume. now issued by the Punjab Government, a co y
of which will be found among the exhibits. It is expected that two other simi{;r
volumes will be published later on.

The volume now issued contains a summary catalogue of sixty-six bundleg

comprising about one and a half lakhs of papers pertaini

clgmungenent. of the 4o Daflar-i-Farj or the Military department, | It remin8

| volome. 152 pages of royal octavo size and is divided into four
—us8., Part I relating to the pay rolls of the regular army; Part ] relating to the

, they cover a period of about
A.D.) and are contained in

lon with these
The Sikh records came into
f the administration of the
ves of the Civil Secretariat,

preserved for the entire period

shodld be con- .
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_pay rolls o.f _1-.he~ irregular cavalry ; ga.rtrgll; relating to the jama Htarck‘ accounts;
and lgarrhlza:::t;:ﬁ:: ::ii:‘::; c::alogu.e of the various bundles grouped under
tht 'I;;r:i;:;:-sh::‘x;ained in each bundle have been arranged and catalogued in a -

- erial order. the date of the rolls for each separate unit as well as the total number

: r ithi et being also stated. With a view to indicating
Of fo}nostsomf(l)::g :)vfltthl:: :;iml;r,sthc totgl strength! together with the n.lonthly ex-
: ea(i'.y ) gthe y of each of the three arms—infantry, cavalry and artillery—have
on ltl.": ot;t ﬁv{:: year intervals; although further details of pay and strength of -
inda'i%!a’arunits are shown only at ten-year intervals. Here and there explanatory
: ¢ added. L
n‘{teﬁ ha"e alsolf?fnthe four parts into which the volume is dw.lded. has been pre-
tl]:l’ ei‘zncise narrative of the main facts which an examination cf the papers
facedlm I: this manner it has been found possible{ within the compass ?f not
roves sh 25 es, to present a more or less clear picture of the organization of
more ¢ .1]n > b8 its growth and the administration of its chief branches as well as
the X ba t almfy ’ma.ingtaining military records of the different kinds. Specimens of
of th? i (l)documents one of which has been 1'epro_duced as an appendix apd
certain 0"5“;?‘ body of the book on page 207, will indicate the kind and character
the othertn_x oen theybasis of which the prefatory notes have heen compiled. The
oi ;::serl;l:tfi’z g to the Daftar-i-Mal are now in hand and a similar catalogue is now
P

in course of preparation.

: i Kishan Kaul, K.B.E,, C.I.LE.,
Paper by Diwan B%ﬁii‘;'sifrgzzﬁ Pa:i ﬁa‘ . :

.

CARE AND PRESERVATION OF OLD REcorps 1¥ NorTaEerN INDIA States,

, ronth to read a paper before this Commission on the

Wclll eneie‘r‘vfti?: ‘:fl i?itr:cgrds in the Nortphern.lndia. States, I felta ood deal of

care anc pr Not only is the subject of vast magnitude, but the comparatively large

dlmdtf:c& the princi yalities which it might conceivably cover and the variety of condi-

num l‘h . ega.il Em ong them make it wellnigh impossible, with my hmlt.ed

pons ltda l;:) attempt anything like a correct and ‘use.ful .exposmon in th? br:mf .
i ef %e,lt' an hourP I had to choose between indulging in vague genen.;lnsatgon
space ol ha hearers, on the other hand, a tangible idea of the manner in wblf:h
:l‘:g rgelc?:‘d(i ;nfythe past have been handed down to us w1§fh all tlhextr mtexi;estmfg sSt:ar::'

: . — isgovernment—of a select number o 8
of thi methtois: 'gg tgl?; ;:Hamuiﬁ relc;rt'iomns ‘%hich subsisted between these States and the
and ;b: naty Powers and principalities. I have selected the latter course,and in the-
m’l‘lg . “n:;gnarks shall confine myself to the principal Punjab Statgs, more espgeial-
%o wagf{ghmir and Patiala States, both of whom I have served in different capa-
lytot ed here, without making a special study of the subject, I have had opportu- .
cl't;,'es m; £ v:nﬂia;isino myself with this engrossing theme. Itakeit, h.ovs:ever, that
:lh:: :pp]?es to Kashmir and Patiala would also apply to the other principal Pun-

_— . . -
- . . fi es given at pages 5, 8, 1'41 22, 81, 44, 7@. , 1t
! In connection ?—.:l:.:léet::;rix:eg' ::etr (:fxet}l::y ity %f certain units f(eapeclul'ly of cavalry) could not
\:ae?r'aced nmcz::&m;lpen relatiug to 8 pacticalar period, the strength of the uvits in question was taken
e

from the rolls of the preceding yesr.
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jab States of the same category, most of whom were more or less contemporaneous
in their origin and rise and have followed somewhat similar lines of “political evolu-
tion and progrees towards the type of.a modern well regulated State that insists so
much on the preservation of the links which bind the past to the present and likes
to see a continuity running through itslife “from precedent to precedent ’’ as one age-
succeeds another.

For the sake of convenience the subject may be dealt with under six
periods, beginning with the time when the Mughal empire was still something
more than the shadow ofa great name.  But very few records, if any, referto this

“early period. There is, however, one very important record, belonging to this period,

in the possession of His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala. It isaAuémnama from
8ri Guru Govind Singhji to the ancestor of the Ruling family of Patiala, in which
the tenth Guru hasgiven the House the honour and privilege of being considered
as his own. The actual words are &) I,»e ;o8 5. This document is most jealously

guarded and is preserved in a casket in one of the safest rooms in the city fort’
" called Burj Baba Ala Singh.

The Punjab States attained their political individuality at a later stage, and
the first documents, therefore, refer to the days of the fall of the Mughal
empire, which synchronised with the appearance of little independent kingdoms
all over the face of the country. At that time the sword was too useful
and indispensable a weapon to be laid aside in favour of the pen, and the only occa-
gsions on which the warlike founders of these newly arisen States condescended to
this gentle way of bespeaking their minds were when they tried to coax the Emperor
at Delhi or the Shah at Kabul to grant them a title or a sanad to make assurance
doubly sure and give their pillage and plunder an air of legality, provided of course
they could avail themselves of the services of a munshi who knew Persian, could
write a good hand, and could tolerably imitate the high-flown language which must
be used in dealing with such mighty, though gullible personalities. In Patiala only
six dociments exist which date back to the time of Ahmad Shah Abdali. They are

_ written in the conventional Persian on the so-called Sialkoti paper, bear seals but

no signatures, while each document, which consists of a sheet, is wrapped up in the
original narrow envelope bearing the address only. They have been kept just as they
were received, and there is absolutely no indication as to whether they were replied
to or entered on a register: one isignorant even of the exactdate on which they first
came to hand. ' '

During the third period which ended with the treaty of Amritear in 1809, the
scribe was in greater demand, but the records continued to be meagre and to be
mainly concerned with political affairs. Most of the States now possessed a diwan
and a mir munshi, but the former officer was at this time all-powerful and practi-
cally held sole charge of the State papers which were tied up into separate bundles or
bastas in & most arbitrary fashion and deposited in wooden boxes, sometimes
covered with leather, which were then stowed away into a scemingly safe place which
not infrequently happened to be the zenana apartments of the palace. But the most
usual repository for these precious documents used to be the minister’s own private
house, and that functionary could keep, extract, or destroy, at his own sweet will,
without running the risk of being detected amid the general dliteracy which pre-
vailed at the time and which his royal' master presumably shared. " If the minister gied
or fell intodisgrace, his family as a rule kept the papers by way of an heirloom
and thus retained to themselves the handle to solve ‘intricate questions of foreign
and political importance or questions of ceremonials and usages Whenever the Prince

88 o

- folt at sea with regard to them. Inthis connection I would like to refer to the diffi-
oulty which is being experienced by the State Historian of the Patiala State, who is

. compelled to approach the none-too-willing descendants of the once powerful diwans, -
wassrs or mir munshis for manuseripts of historical importance. It is touching to

- observe the tenacity with which such people cling to these pafers ‘which, according .
to most of them,are the legitimate perquisites of the family. In one particular case,
I remember a man asserting that the few documents he possessed—which by the .
way were not at-all very important—were worth*lakhs and that in lending them ta,
the State Historian he was rendering us a service which entitled him at least to the
same statusas his forefathers had enjoyed. But the minister, though free to deal
with the papers as he plexsed—a privilege which he was very liable o abuse in order
to keep all the threads of government in his own hand and reduce his master to a
mere nonentity—often bestowed elaborate care on a particularly preciouscharge, and

. one comes across very important papers of the period encased in wooden cylinders,
consisting of two scooped out halves of a portion of a branch of the neem tree, fas-
tened together by means of a length of stout silk cord. There was plenty of time to
attend to such details for, as I havesaid, there were comparatively few records to be
taken care of, most of the normal work of the State being carried on verbally. The
diwan avoided what is perhaps the greatest worry of the present day finance minister,
by depositing land revenue with respectable sarrdfs or sdhukdrs of the capital, who,
probably kept more or less hieroglyphical accounts of the receiptsand expenditure
for the purposes of the State and would have felt scandalised had anything more
legible or explicit been demanded from them by anybedy.

L3
The fourth poriod covering the half-century preceding the Mutiny, shows an
increase in the volume of records of a non-political cbaracter. Thanks
to the alliance with the Hon’ble East India Company, which extended
and deepened as time went on, many of the Punjab Princes were freed
from the fear of external aggression, and found time to place the internal
affairs of their States on a more regular basis. They carried on most of the work

" verbally, but kept two registers or dakts known as the faki zar naqd and baks

kaek batai, showing the amount of revenue received in cash and that received in
kind respectively. The ¢hanadars, who were appointed at the same time to
deal with civil and criminal cases in their respective jurisdictions, kept no record
of the evidence and delivered their sentences by word of mouth, only making
ase of pen and ink in entering certain fees which they recovered in civil cases in
a quan-private register known as baki thanadari. Towards the latter part of
this period, the practice of depositing State money with sshukars was also abol-
ished and oficers popularly known as karoris were appointed and placed in char,
of the State revenues. Many of the Stat:s now possessed several well-defined
departments under separate officials who carried on their work no longer at their
own houses but in public offices situated frequently in the out-bouses of their
master’s palace. The political records, which still retained their imporfance, were
kept in the archives of the Foreign office -or Munshikkana, though documents
were still not infrequently kept at the house of the officer concerned while those
considered specially important remained in the palace and in the custody of the
rulers themselves.

In some States the Military office or Bakkshikiana was made responsible,
in addition to its own proper duties, for the custo-dy of all papers relating to
the appointment, transfer and dismissal of the various employees of the State.
Grants of land had always been made in writing, but the original document

c
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which was invariably a small piece of stout paper, known as a sanad gatta, was
given away to the grantee. No duplicate copy of it being ever k:gt, there was
no record available to show the nature and value of the grants that had been
made. The deficiercy was to a great extent remedied by the Revenue office, or
the Dma.m'\n.s it was called, which carried out investigations and propared certain

- compendia furnishing adequate information regarding the villages where tho
%l;mts were situate, their value, and the name and parentage of the grantee.
. 'While these compendia do not give dates of the orders making the grants, they
form the earliest authentic *“ Record of Rights” in vespect of mudffs and grants of
land. ' The Diwani also held charge of the minor departments like the Toskdkhdnd,
ModikAdnd, ete., which had by now come into existence.

The head of the Judicial office was known as the Addlaté. The thanadars and

kotwals were under him, although his powers had ih no way been speoifically .

(.leﬁned from those of his subordinates. A rudimentary sort of - file was made out
1n respect of the civil and eriminal cases, but the judgments were still only occa-
sionally recorded, and the exccution of judgments continued to be a purely
verba.l_. process. In some States, a new office, styled the Deork:, had in the
meantime been created. Its proper function was to attend to matters of
ceremonies, charities, ete., and it daily reproduced on a separate leaf of paper the
various verbal orders passed by the ruler, noting down atthe same time the mode
in’ which these orders were carried out. At the end of six months these separate
leaves of papers would be bound into a register, called the roznamcka.
Towards the end of this period, Persian was replaced in many departments by the
vernacular, and the s«change enabled a large majority of the officers to transact
all important business in writing, disposing of minor cases on their own responsi-
blhty an.d obtaining the sanction of the ruler for such as were considered of any
special importance. In the Judicial department, there was a distinct improve-
ment in procedure. Coutt fees began to be levied. Those seeking redress of any

kind had to put in a written petition addressed to the ruler, and necessary orders

were recorded on these petitions after they had been submitted to the Chief and
otherwise duly inquired into. These orders were given effect to by means of
parwa’nq’s addressed to the tAdnaddrs and fahsilddrs of the pargands concerned,
the copies of the parwdnds thus issued, being kept in a register maintained for
the purpose. The arrangements for keeping State accounts were also considerably
modified. Two officers known as Daffari Jama and Daftari Khareh were

- appointed respectively to keep separate accounts of receipts and expenditure of

revenue, and these officers called for six-monthly jamabandis from pargands
as well as daily reports and monthly statements of accounts from the rakamjals
and compiled from these their accounts of receipts and expenditure.

. Before this perid came to a close, the public offices had been placed on an
improved footing, record rooms had been established, and keepers appointed to look
after the records and place them in proper order. These officers, however, seem to
have taken a very perverse view of their duties. They acted very much like the
dragon guarding a treasure in the old story, extremely. jealous of their charge, but
supremely unmindful of the desirability of looking info what they had precisely got
or of arranging it according to a rational plan to serve a useful purpose. Most of
yeu, gentlemen, will be familiar with the saying o se s o ylea Jio wisl hamare
baste men hai which has by usage become notorious. The methods adopted for the
preservation of old records by many States during this period may be illustrated by

a specific reference to what happened in this connection in Patiala. During the reign .
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of Maharaja Karam Singh (1813-1848), copies were kept of all papers received or-
issued, but these copies bore neither daté nor the name of the copyist and were
frequently merely the original and by no means very clean drafts of the letters
issned by various departments. ‘I'he-correspondence was never entered: in a register,.
and it is seldom one comes across the date of receipt of a particular paper or
8 brief indication as to its contents noted down on the original envelope by an

" overzealous and too conscientious mukarrir or munshi. The varioug papers accd-

mulated in the record room in the order of their arrival. After a certain inter-
val, the keeper finding the heap growing too big would bestir himself, secure 30

or 40 papers together by means of a piece of thread, tie up 10 or 12 bundles
of this type in a piece of coarsely woven cloth, and paste a slip of paper on to this
dubious looking package giving just the slightest possible hint as to its probable

contents. These bales of records were then left very much to themselves to

offer whatever resistance they could muster to the nuisance of damp and dust.
and the attacks of white-ants—unless of course an unexpected order from the

Prince or his minister for the production of a certain. paper again disturbed their rest,

calling them forth into the light of the day. And once a é)aper was removed, there

was no means of finding out that it had been removed and therefore very little like-

lihood of its ever returning to its old place. The only arrangement observed,

unconsciously of course, was chronological, but that too was of the roughest sort.

The History department which has been instituted in Patiala to prepare an

authentio history of the State, based chiefly on old records, is finding its work

extremely troublesome owing to the necessity of reading through all the papers -
in a so-called file to arrive at a comparative estimate of its value and the manner

in which all sorts of documents have been jumbled together, it being by mno -
means uncommon to come across 4 paper of the utmost historical interest tacked

on to & report from a ‘kanadar containing particulars of the theft of a milch

cow or the abduction of a chamar girl from within the territotial limits of his
pargana. \

'The fifth period in the history of records to which I now pass on, was ushered.
in by the Mutiny and may be said to have lasted till a very short while ago.
The ney relations inte which the Ruling Princes entered with the Crown and
the tremendous civic activities which followed in the wake of the newly constituted .
Government of India and their handling questions of imperial importance
intluenced more or less profoundly among other things, the progress and growth -
of records in-the Indian States. The various imperial sanads by way of treaties,
conferring territorial rewards and ‘valuable privileges on these Princes aml
ensuring to them their internal independence, considerably enriched the archives

" of many a ruling State, while the increased facilities of intercourse with British

India made it possible to. introduce a better_and more intelligible system of
arranging and preserving old records. The progress, howeyer; was exceptionally

_ slow. Even in Patiala, under the enlightened régime of Maharaja Narindar Singh,

little was effected in this direction, thanks chiefly to the supineness of aklkars

nurtured amidst the old-world traditions of ‘letting sleeping dogs lie’. The

Maharaja had ordered all old records, which had hitherto been in the custody of
the Diwan, to be takenwout, sorted and properly arranged by two officers, specially
appointed for the task, but what was actually done was the removal of the records
from one underground chamber to another equally dark and cheerless room
beneath the new Diwdnihdnd where they lay in even greater confusion than before,
and matters were only superficially improved _when.thOSe officers, taken to task

oY
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Eir thoir  caelessness, sected 20 or 30 papers at random, passed a piece of thr ead
through them; and covered the whaole up with a list giving such illuminating
particulars, as ¢ arzis and parwdnds’,  letter from a Sahib 7“%!\Wn), dealing with
miscellaneous subjects sds* wyede 1326 °, ete. A step in  the right direction
was taken in 1861 when the State territories were constituted into z¢llas and
records began to be kept in’ mukafizkhdnds both in the central and the mofussil
offices, but this did not affect the position of the old records whose custody had
now been definitely transferred from the Diwan to the Mir Munshs.

Meanwhile in Patiala, as elsewhere, the volume of records, especially those
of a domestic character, continued to grow rapidly. The States enacted civil
and criminal laws for themselves and got up due agencies to give effect to
such laws. The Military, the Revenue, and the Judicial departments, which now
maintained regular offices, commenced giving written orders in respect of their

departmental work ; and though the Maharaja’s orders in the Desrks department - °

continued to, be verbal, they were confirmed by the ruler from day to day by
afixing his signature on them. In minor departments this work of attesting
orders was carried out by some responsible olficer of the State—usually the Diwan
or the Wazir. The general get-up of the records closely resembled that of the
preceding period, but filing became more systematic. During the ’cighties fresh
conventions and- agreements were drawn up between the Government of India
and the Indian States. Agreements for the construction of telegraphs, railways
and canals within the Btate territories as well as commercial treaties ushered in
a new era. Relgtions of States infer se-also developed rapidly and friendly cor-
respondence oh oceasions of joy and grief, and matters of common interest
beecime more and more frequent.  Scttlements of land were effected and elaborate

v.-. records of revenue compiled. The Judiciary likewise improved its procedure. State-

ments of parties came to be recorded and depositions of witnesses to be regarded
as necessary for the decision of a case, while recognition was accorded to the
appellate jurisdiction of courts and due importance attached to the formal exe-
cution of decrees. ‘

The last decade of the century brought about a rough systema-
tization of  the records. The files became more orderly and were registered
hefore being consignel to the rec nwd  room which had by now come into
existen-e. Th: mode of re-ording files diffwed in different eases. Sume ‘were
recorded aceording to the department to which they belonged, others were recorded
annually, and <till others ulphabetic.lly, arsanged ae ording to the names of the

villages. They we-e tied up in fasfas and without any attempt being made at -

sorting them were deposited on the recordshelves,

I now come to the sixth and .the last period  The present-day m'rangements'

for the care and preseriation of old records <how very little improvement on those
that prevailed considerably more than half a century ago. They ignore . the fact
that apart from ideas of utility, an intellizent mode of arangement and classifica-
tion is quite as important for the safety and cont nued existence of these precious
manu=cripts as 'thbqp_rovision of underground repositories, studded doors, locks, and
sentinels. In Radhwir, for instance, the reeords are divided into two classes which
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daféar-i-diwans preserves only those papers .which are concernéd with internal ad-
ministration. In the foshathana sanadat the records are kept in ¢ablaqs, strong
*wooden or papier-michié boards, or in 4astas or tin pipes. In each cawe, the cover
bears the number of the register which gives a complete list of papers contained
therein, and a chit of paper pasted on the outside of the cover affcrds a clue to the

~ - contents of the file: There is, however, no chronological or alphabetical order of

arrungement. The Ztoshaklana is made into a strong room and has its outer door
under no less than three locks, the keys of which are possessed by His Highness the
Maharaja, the General Commanding the State Army, and the KAacanchs of the
Toshakhana, respectively. The room cannot, therefore, be opened unless all those
controlling authorities come together. Any record that requires reference is only
looked up in the presence of the three custodians and then deposited carefully in
ite old place. No paper is allowed to be removed from this room, ...

In Patiala aklkars were less careful. The State records were not left in peace

in the asylum assigned to them by Maharaja Narindar Singh, and were transferred

during the time of his successor to the record office of the Munshikhana, suffering

considerably from the rough handling to which tiey were subjected during the pro-
cess of removal. But worse fortune awaited them on their arrival in this new
home. The Munshikhana in an excess of paternal zeal ordered a grand rearrange-
ment of the whole, and the misguided energy of the officers who were appointed to
the task soon brought about a state of affairs which can only be described as Yisas-
trous. Several important papers disappeared altogether, while scores of letters were
rendered worthless by the removal and destruction of the original envelopes on
which were inscribed the names of the sender and the addressee and the dates of
despatch and receipt according to the custom jrevalent in the 15 century. This
confusion lasted down to the present day. In overhauling these records, which task
I undertook soon after joining the State some three years ago, I experienced

the greatest difficulty. Some of the important cases to which reference had beent®

made from time to time were threaded together, and given a blank page on the top
to show the subject. Others were placed in dastas witi; labels pasted on, wile there

were quite a cartload of unassorted papers lying in baskets, gunny bags, or heaped .

together in the corner of a room exposed to the combined attacks of rats and
white-ants. I may add that I have come across some very important papers in
these stray neglected heaps. .

* I bave had 'no opportunities so far of looking up records other than tLose of
a foreign and political nature, which are preserved elsewhere in Patiala. Yet they
must be only a very little less interesting than those I have come across in the record
room of the old Foreign office. The Sadar Mal, no doubt, possesses papers which
would furnish valuable particulars concerning the old methods of levying
and regulating revenue; the Baklsliklana ought to prove a store

bouse of information on a variety of subjects, for as I have said its funce

tions were not confined in the past to the upkeep of the State army; the
Deorki Mualla, again, has a complete record of the ceremonials of the farafwaras
and rusum, or the courtesies traditionally observed in dealings with the British
‘Government and other Indian States as also of the daily activities and pre-occupa-
tions of the successive Maharajas of Patiala, which, by the ‘bg; forms a perfect and
correct record in itself. . T

B

“

| - ~are treated entirely differently.  One is known as th- fostak -ana sanadat, and the . . . T 1 ) >
< other, up till ten y};ars ug, ‘3; s called daftar-i-diwani. Lam netaware f’tb'e ¥ bave \ . The care and preservation of old record; m the Indian States possesses two (i'u-"':!\
- since converted it into a general Reeords offiee after the type tvevailing in British tinct aspects. _The physical aspect of the thing relates to such precautions as the
- India. The foshakhana ranadal is confned only to the care of xanads, treaties, and provision of suitable record rooms and protection adopted against the encroach® -
" other documents concerned with the forcign relations of the State while the o o ’ .o °
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ments of damp and dust and the attacks of white-ants and rats. The efforts
made in this direction have hitherto been of a more or less primitive kind ; but
it is conceivable that the growing age of the old records will necessitate before
long the employment of a much ipore scientific agency than that provided by a
guarded closet, a number of ordinaty shelves, and a few ill-paid and discontented

“s

keepers. The second aspect is concerned with the complete overhauling of the old -

records and their rearrangement according toa well thought-out plan, to make them
more accessible and useful and hence less likely to be lost sight of in a mass of
unassorted papers, some of them of very questionable value. 1t is this aspect which
has been almost wholly ignored hitherto in most of the Punjab States,
but which as I have already remarked is quite as important as the first. The diffi-
oulties in the way of attempting this rearrangement are colossal and 1 have had
a personal experience of them in the States where I have served. 1t requires a
staff of trained workers, persons acquainted with the normal life of a medieval
Indian principality, well versed in oriental languages, and familiar with the tricks
and idiosyncrasies of ancient scribes. Even then it will mean years of patient
study agd research and a considetable excrcise of the imaginative faculty before
chios can be reduced into order. But the work is well worth all this trouble and
worry. -, And I am glad to be able to tell you that already a beginning has been
made in some of the States, notably in Patiala. These first efforts have been appro-
priately corifined to the so-called central records dealing with political and other
important matters preserved in the principal secretariats; but as soon as an appreci-
able advance has been made in this direction, we shall pass on to the records lying
in comparative neglect in the district offiges, which doubtless contain valuable
information abouMmany points of local histery and admiuistration that have re-
mained more or’less obscure till today.

And now, gentlemen, I must apologize for taxing vour time with what [ feel

‘is but a meagre treatment of this interesting subject. 1 wish 1" could find more

t

X
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. ful material.

time to devote to this fruitful study, but my multifarious duties have, I regret,
prevented me from doing justice to it. Before T conclude, howéver, I must thank
His Honour and the Commission for having given me an opportunity,- while
placing a hastily prepared note before them, to study what is being: done th this
direction in other places. The Exbibition which has been so well arranged in the
rvoms of this building has given me valuable suggestions as to where to find more
material and how to employ it usefully and put it on a scicntific basis.

The collection shows how the records preserved in some of the old families
like my friend Diwan Kishan Kishore’s, ean be made use of and their interest in
this work augmented, as also of private individuals devoted to this work like Raj
Sahib Wazir Charf who could become more useful when they form a part of a
well organised machinery guided by the Government. I am sure the centres which
the Commission proposes to form will become very popular; and I trust the first
experiment made at Lahore will prove fruitful and lead to the awakening of interest
in this work among individuals and private organizations.

So far as literature goes, the historical places of which there are so many .

within and round about the Phulkian States, will, I am sure, furnish plenty of use-

“for me to take steps to awaken intevest in this work among the people of the

- - Phulkian States and to regulate it for - the purposes of the Iistorical Records

. Commission.

LY

With what I have been able to sec here, 1 hope, it will be possible »

¥
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Discussion.—Bhagat Ishwar Das, Advocate of Lahore, observed thatiif records

earlier than the Mubammadan period were examined a number of manuscripts

would be forthcoming which would throw light on contemporary history and the
social customs of the time. He thought that each community would take am

interest in the search for records relating to its history. He also inquired whether .

v

questions relating to the social systems would form a subject of investigation by

the Commission.

The President sympathised with the object which the speaker had in view
but thought that such questions were outside the scope of the Commission’s work
and should be left to the Punjal Historical Society or other local institutions to
‘invegtigate. : : ’

. - o s

n Paper by Mr H. Dodwell, .Cﬁra!:or, Madras Record Office.

. and _heat.

* -
CONSTRUCTION AND ORGANIZATION OF RECORD ROOMS IN INbia. vy

L Structure. . ST e

Record\yooms are constructed in order to protect records from fire, damp, insects
They should also secure the maximum economy of space. As regards
protection from firc, the obvious necessity is to avoid the use.of combustible
materials and to erect the building at a safe distance from others. The supports
should preferably be of iron rather than timber. The roofs are betteggerraced than
made of wooden beams and tiles. Nor should.it be thought thab antamatio fire-

" extinguishing apparatus can make amends for using inflammable material in the

building itself ; for in the event of fire, the extinguishing a,ppa.ratus ensures that a
large quantity of records will be much damaged by water

. is installed, the wires should not be led along wooden beams, if it can be helped.

- To provide security from damp, the precautions are equally obvious.” The
foundations should be solid and well-laid ; the floor-level should be above that of the
surrounding ground ; and the roof should be flat, not broken into different levels for

- the sake bf appearange, as the latter is very difficult to keep in repair.

Hasects such as white-ants cannot probably be completely excluded from a

building in a locality where they are common. But every possible precaution should -

be taken to exclude them, and the pointing of the floor (when laid of stone) should
be regularly attended to. In this connection I may also mention the danger of rats
and squirrels.

. that the doors of the record rooms fit closely.

The danger most likely to be overlooked by designers of record rooms is that
of heat. Nothing seems so destructive of paper as the extreme dry heat of the
Indian hot weather. The designer should therefore erfdeavour to securé That  the

building should be as cop} ag possible. It should, if prarticable, present a blank wall -

Where electric light

It is well to fit the windows with small meshed netting and to see

without, or practically without, windows, in'the divection from which the hot winds -

blow. The wigdows should not be numerous, because they let in an' enormous
quantity of heat. ‘ ‘

In this connection I may remark that the investigation now proceeding 4into .

the causes of decay in paper in India may be gxpected to furnish some very’
valuable suggestions regarding the maintenance of a fixed degree of temperature and
moisture in rooms where books or records are stored. The possibility of achieving

®
r
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this has, I understand, been demonstrated by the munition factories in Bengal ; and
if the cosf is not prohibitive, their practice should be followed in at least the larger
Records offices. 'l‘}:\is possibility emphasizes the need of restricting, as far as possible,
. the door and window space in fecord rooms; becanse buildings in which an even
dﬂfﬁe of moisture and heatis to be maintained must be capable of being hermeti-
“cally closed. : : !
Finally from the structural point of view, the need of economising space should
" be kept in view. The several record rooms into which a Records office may be divided
shoulg be spacious and lofty. Small rooms always connote waste of space. It will
usnally be found advantageous not to construct the record rooms in two or more
stories, but to have them open from the floor to the roof of the building. The plan
should provide for the possible need of extension. =~ . :

. 11. Fitting.
- Raecord racks should not be built into the walls of a building ; because this
.. *vénders it almost impossibleto guard the records From white-ants, and difficult to
g:'toot them from damp. Racks are preferably made of iron, and so erected as to
‘in contact with the building only where the supports rest upon the floor. 1f
. these supports are well fixed and cemented into solis stone, and moreover fitted with
cu the base which may be filled with water and kerosine it will be impossible
for white-ants to attack the records withqut their leaving traces which only very
careless attenders would not notice at oncg.

The racks thiemselves can usually be ereated with the greatest saving of space
parallel with the shorter sides of the record room.

_ The racks themselves should be adjusted both in the breadth and height of the
shelves so as to accommodate exactly the records to be lodged in them. Where they
are to receive bounl volumes, the dateral distance from one support to the next
should - not be too great, betause the combined weight of, say, 10 feet of large
folios is very great, and makes it difficult to take out or restore volumes without
damage. . ..

‘Where loose papers are kept in bundles, particular care should bb taken regardinﬁ
the. material in which they are tied up. It is not advisable to usé mill-boards, bot
because these are apt to bend, and because they offer no protection against book-

worm. The best boards are made of some bitter wood, such as tegk, which inects
.will not attack. ™ :

Another very convenient receptacle for loose agers is the *“ carton ” or large

box made of stout cardboard. Its advantage s that it does not subjéctold or brittle

papers to that pressure which is unavoidable when papers are tied in bundles
between boards.

Another advantage whick the “ carton * offers is that it can be made of just '

the size necessary to take old pipers without folding. So faras possible all papers
should be kept flat and unfolded. In this connection Record-Kéepers in India
canpot do better than consult the Imperial Record Office, where a very elaborate
system of flattening.and mending has been established. )

st P

Rebinding volumes should only be done with great precaution, It will often’

be found that a volume of which the binding has decayed consists of brittle paper.
If this is to be rebound, each sheet must be mounted on guards, and the guards
stitched, 1t is fatal to rebind brittle paper by stitching the old paper itself.

Y

. interest shown by them Commissio n’s yf‘r.k

4i :
.

X . assion.— Mr B. K. Raadive, .the Barods reprosentative, described the

ey

8§

‘ \Bbroda record rooms which had already been construc generally on the lines now

recommended by Mr Dodwell. ‘
The President in closing the proceedings thanked all present for the keen

&5
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Proceedings of the Members’ Mee&ng.

On 9'.',1an'uary the Members of the Commission after inspécting the
records in the’ Punjab Sccretariat held their meeting. The following is a brief
. account of the same and the resolutions passed af it.

I. Punjab Records.

(?)  Records in the English Office.  (a)
completion of the press-lists and continuous
before this is done, a catalogue of all the availa
to ensure that all papers were dealt with.

(5) The distribution of historical records is to be de
Lahore, records referring to the North-West Frontier Provinec have been handed
over to that administration. It is recommended that there should be no further
sub-division and that the records sent to Peshawar, at least up to 1880, might, if
possible, be brought back to Lahore and replaced in their original series, copies of
papers required being supplied.

" (@) Current Records office. The records are tied in cardboard backs and are

kept in wooden cupboards against the wall. This method of storing the records
lays them open to danger from insects, damp and fire,

(8i)  Persian Records office.  The Commission are ver
admirable beginning which has been made by Mr. Sita Ram Kohli in dealing with
the recordsof the reign of Ranjit Singh. There are 15 volumes of manuseript
orders. It was thought that the majority of these could be preserved by proper
treatment, but that wherever a volume is so decayed that it could not conveniently
or safely be handled by a student, it would be well to have it copied.  As the
originals may be of considerable value, no pains should be spared to preserve them.

(iv) It is strongly recommended that as fuids become available metal racks
should be substituted for thosg now nsed.

The Commission would also be gl
for the arrangement and catalugui
Agencies and States and which

~ .

The Commissipn would support the
narratives, but strongly feel that,
ble records should be framed in order

precated. In the case of

y glad to see the

e
ad to see the work continued so as to provide
ng of those manuscripts which deal with
are now lyving in cupboards tied up in bundles,
I1. Question of printing the General Letters to and from the
! Court of Directors instead of calendaring them.

. Mr Blaker’s notes! regarding the printing of General Letters to and from
the Court of Directors were considered. Mr Dodwell stated that he was at work
on the calendaring of the (ieneral Letters to and from Madras, that one volume was
already in press and another volume nearing completion, each volume dealing with
10 years and these two covering from 1745 to 1764,

The general feeling of the Commission was that calendaring should be pre-
ferred to printing, that the calendaring must be well done and that this is a work

. R R . .
of extreme urgency. ,At the same time, although this should in no sense delay the
work of caiengarino

g, it would be well to recopy any volume of

. valuable documents .
which is obviously fallim%d&lcay. This recommendation refers to the General

Letters of which copies exist in the India Office. It should not be taken ge apply-

! See Appendix A.

e
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» v g A g
’uld be d%lxable- It’ was alS\) Sug ested th&b the cale“(la‘“l sll()"l(l lmg]][ Ir()n‘)

ly

g l
1757 as previous General Letters are largely covered by S. C. BAl's Benga

A ’ "
1766-57 and the Old Fort William of C. R. Wllon.  This, bowevet, should no

taken as meani ]g B 1 hould nOt be .
k 1 th t 11[8 General Lettdel's pnol‘ to that datﬁ 8 '

[. dared subseq:Ient\y, tha calondaring Of the Letfﬁrs f!om July 1 i 57 belng mol‘g_ “
en 5 e O

wergent.

- n.—Calendaring is to be preferred to printing, only t(l;:ism d:z:xs mogf .
Raoh;b_on. inted of which no other copy exists. D;ac:ﬁ:lgg g el
%estz&pﬁ\ the India Office should only be typed, additio
uch ¢

ovided if necessary.

The General Letters from July 1757 should be calt}ndared, :

e Letters prior to that date being calendared subsequently.

II1. Proposal to deposit certain important! original Minutes of

Viceroys at the Victoria Memorial Ha{l at Ca(;lrcugaf;ahadu;
The Commission considered the proposal made by Rai B. A. Gup ,

f the Victoria Memorial Hall at Calcutta, the following resolution
arator o I ‘

a8
L}

oul

- rovided certified copies exist for record purposes there
fb“onlg g&?j';;—t;;ﬁh:: ol:';gmgf dgcuments of historical interest being placed in
d be g

e Victoria Memorial Hall where they can be seen by the public. .

v werk for the various Records
. al programme of wer .
v Gene:' P offices, etc. N
Resolution.—As regards the general programme for calendaring, it wa
esolution.—. g

ided that it is impossible to give general divections, But it is advisable that
eci

efo

al authority undertakes any work of calendaring, the proposal should

e placed Before the Cqmmission fox" their opinion. .~ -

‘he

V. Treatment of M‘Zdras Records, 1702-1740.

I“ I l)()(lwe'l ro S&l t() l‘lnt the NIadl‘aS Genel al ettel's .

ped and that it would be impossible fot him to carry on the work of calendaring .
yped and tha

haf series as well 2 ies {r
xceptional to justify a departure

i rards, the circumstances are sufliciently
e et ﬁo?rtl);ﬁt)hoen;‘u‘g, i;id down by the Government of

dia in its resolution of 21 March 1919, that, save by private effort, papers
ndia in its res

ubsequent to 1702

70

hould not be printed. The Commission havealso felt that the
8

2 rul reasonably be relaxed in cases of importaut documents up to 1740,
rule may

p i ine p g lsioll had
t ’ 1 3 d d

t() that date are not vo uminous an since a YEevious e- C.

mce l‘ecords a )

ing i i ts pyior to 1740. ‘
yeen against the calendaring n India of documents py

1702 to 1739 should be printed instead bflvl‘)?h'lg calendared.

Resolati As proposed by Mr Dodwell, the Madras General Letters from
esolution.— ‘

kS

| VI Progress made in the investigation into the composition of

the Old Coast Army.
Mr Dodwell presented a note prepared by him on the Old Coast Army of
r

i 5 ds its
1 Sir'Alfred Bingley be consulted as regar
M:{Fs -m:l Qﬁf?&dmwmﬁgl‘(jznagmedem to this reference being made.
publication. ‘
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VIL. Methods by which Officers in charge of Records

encourage research.

As arranged at the first Weetin
Sarkar and B. K. Thakore submitted
_ as Appendix B.

In presenting the note Professor Sarkar urged that the great thin
make the records better known. The €

ommission considered that it would be
well if it were clearly understood that ouly those records can be consulted which
can be handled without fear of injury. On this understanding the Com

resolved :—

Resolation.—(s) The joint note might be ¢
the Universities,

(6) It might be brought to the notice of the Universities that,
where any degree can be taken by thesis, the records
"might be used by students of history.

(¢) The best plan would be for the Professors of History and

Economics to get into touch with the Records office and '

guide their students,

VIII. Publication of a collection of papers by Lieut.-Col. Tod

relating to the Pindaris discovered in the Central

Provinces Records office.

As recommended by the Commission at its first
referred to Professor Jadunath
which is printed as Appendix C.

The Commission adopted the report and
Provinces Administration. « ,

meeting the manuscripts were
Sarkar for his opinion. He submitted a 1eport

\
decided to pass it on to the Central

- IX. Grant for the work of the Commission.

,. The Commission decided that each
might be placed before it should be conside
mended to the authority on whom the fin

question involving expenditure which
red on its merits, and if deserving, com-
ancial responsibility would paturally rest.

X. Place and date of the next meetiné of the Commission.

1t was decided that the next

meeting should be held in Simla at the end of
May or beginning of June 1920, ‘

— e

»

In addition to the matters described above, the Commission considered
a letter, addressed to the Secretary to the Commission, regarding the desirability
of translating into English the Maratha historical

records published by Rao
Bahadur D. B. Parasnis in the 7tihasa Sangraka, a Journal dealing with old
papers relating to Maratha. history, The Commision on hearing of the nature

may best

g of the Commission Professors Jadunath
a joint note on the subject, which is printed

g was fo

mission

irculated for the information of

.
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APPENDIX A.

Question of Printing the General Letters to and from the Court of
Directors instead of Calendaring them,

Paragraph 5 of the Government of India, Department of Education, Resolu-
tion No 77, dated 21 March 1919, constituting an Indian Historical Records
Commission deals with the question of calendaring certain records of the
Government for the benefit of the general public and of students who are unable
to visit the Records offices. The precise fields to be selected for this purpose
would be determined by the Commission, but it was stated that as at present
advised the Government of India would confine the preparation of calendars to the
despatches’ passing between the Indian and the Home Government, certain series
of vernacular records and a few selected series of English records. Itis with
special reference to the ¢ preparation of calendars of the despatches passing between
the Indian and the Home Government”” that I wish to raise an objection. The

~ term “ despatches ’” has been in use only since the East India Company’s Govern-

ment was taken over by the Secretary of State for India in Counal in 1858 and

. I understand that the General Letters to and from the Court of Directors are

intended.

» 2. In April 1861 the first Record Commission was appointed by the Govern-
ment of India for the purpose of supetintending in Calcutta the destruction ‘of
useless public records and the collection and arrangement of those that were
valuable. In June“1861 the Commission submitted certain proposals for carrying
out the objects of its appoimtment. Among these were the preparation of a genéral
caleridar of the principal contents of all valuable papers and the General Letters
to and from Court were mentioned.

8. It may be mentioned here that the pre-Mutiny records mainly consist of—

Original Consultations, that is, all original documents—consultations, minutes
letters, petitions and resolutions, which are kept in bundles,

Proceedings. These are large volumes which contain copies of all the corre-
spondence that was submitted to the Board at each meeting and the orders which
they passed—ordinarily they are to be found also in the Original Consultations.

General Letters to and_ from Home. These give a summary or précis of the
Impo,};nt' m“)f:: were %ear’s proceedings undel;‘ the various)heads. The letters to
W Wer ! ¥ t: g 1
g:l‘ll;l itk p::‘ Jrhas were ¢ 1?11‘111 xf1 e:le practically . Calendars” of the Proceedings
4. Mr, Talboys Wheeler, an officer of the Educational department, who had
a vast knowledge of Government records, was asked to write a memorandum on
these proposals of the Commission. He submitted a memorandum in December
1862 and-in this he strongly vetoed the idea of calendaring these General Letters.
He says, “ The historical and literary value of these General Letters has been very
much overlooked and does not appear to have attracted the attention of the Com-
mission. Those from the Directors were mostly penned by that class of experi-
enced and practical men of high intellectual powers, who attained their position by
sheer force of genius, but who, until a comparatively recent period, were more
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anxious to secure private fortunes than to acquire literary or political fame. On
the other hand, each Generil Letter sent Home formed a lucid summary or pre'az
of the year’s proceedings under appropriate beadings. In fact the ¢ To England

letters might be called “ Calendars’ of the Proceedings volumes, only that they
are infinitely superior to anything that could be drawn up in the shape of Calendars
nowadéys—-—being written, under the immediate eye of the President of Council,

- with the utmost brevity and clearness, and with an intimate and exhaustive

knowledge on the part of the writer of the whole of the

j i i tion

-add that these subject-matter of the proceedings of the year in question,
pa:n‘l‘iirm.aiﬂ?ﬁctﬁ‘om of ag well as of previous years.* At the same time the ‘From
consiseness and exhanstive: P olan( ? letters embodied the views of the shrewdest men in
Bess were, inalsted UpoR s England upon the transactions of the year ; and frequently

iod in the histor 4 .
:;wt{eperll:ga "(),‘ompany. lI’ combined a purity of language, and vigour of thought and

* bave found exhortatiors to  oyxyregsion, which are almost without a parallel in  English -

ﬂml ;t:mﬂm in several General oo literature.” Again, after quoting from what
century fﬁ:ﬁ“&'ﬁ“&?&ﬁ'{ g’[acaulay says about the penmanship of Indian Adminis-
Letter of 1830 I hsve ¢rators, Mr Wheeler says ¢ Supported by this anthoritative
noticed  that the D-irecm;s - judgment I beg to protest, as warmly as is consnstt_:nt with
:;eee“ilfl K‘i"if;?".i{'é‘i’&i; ropriety, against calendaring or abridging the Minutes of
to clearness and brevity.”  guch men as Warren Hastings or Philip Francis, as I would
"against calendaring the Speeches I;.)af lF%x or Sheréd;m,t or

1 inutes of the Marquis of Dalhousie or Earl Canning. Selection
:la;n%c?r;l;%est{::ry should the public ::la.ll for a further publication, but to calendar
such samples of rhetoric as are described by Lord Ma.cauhty imght be i)mgared to
a separate publication of the ‘arguments’ to Milton’s Paradise Lost fas ;n
exposition of the poem.” He, therefore, yngorously suggests the Prmtmg’-r ho ht e
General Letters and opposes calendaring either these or the proeeedings. X e N} en
President of the Record Commission, the Hon’ble Mr Seton-Karr, and the Mem-

bers had no objection to the plan of publishing the General Letters as suggested
by Mr Wheeler. . .
5. On 3 October 1865, the Home Dgpartment issued a resolution on the

issi i stion of
k of the Commission and in paragraph 10 they accepted the sugge:
wr(i’xrltit(:g the General Letters commencing with those of the Foreign I%epartment,

’ gnt they called on the Commission to state the number o! volumes, etc. This

i as sent to the Secretary of State under cover of Despatch No. 78
1(.%81(1)11:11:;;),11 d:ted 12 October 1865, aynd in reply the Secretary of State remarked
“ that the plan of printing the General Letters appears in itself preferable to that
of recasting and printing the indexes of proceedings.’ . .

6. But action seems to have been stayed here for some time, and it was not
till December 1872 when another despatch on the subject went Home.

7. The operations of the Record Committee were reviewed in an office préeds,
dated 26 January 1871, and Mr Hume, the{l Secretary in the Home Depart-
ment, noted, ¢ Year by year the records are decav.mg ; and unless some measures be
adopted, it will, before very long, be found that like the defu'?ct Commission, the
subjects of their investigations have dissolqu themselves. He suggested t_he
destruction of all useless records and the printing up pf all manuseript ones which
were to be retained. Printing should go on steadily and in the course of 2 or 8

ears all the records prior to 1800 would be disposed of. Hq added_ that _there
would be no attempt at literary work as formerly, no notes, no illustrations, simply
the records, which would thus be preser\ed and be rendered available to students of

11

history. The work would cost a few thousand rupees “ and it would be done, while
more ambitious schemes seem doomed to failure.” The matter was then referred
to Dr Hunter, who was familiar with Government records. In dealing with Dr -
Hunter’s report of 17 November 1871 on the reference made to him Mr.E. C.

" Bayley, then Secretary in the Home Department, wrote in his note dated 19 De-

cember 1871 :—* The actual question as to what to print was some time ago solved,
and I never understood why the solution was abandoned, by the proposal to print
what are called the ‘ General Letters’ in each Department.”” Hae believed that no
other country had anything of the sort on its records as they consisted of a summary

.of events of all business in fact done by each Government, prepared for the Court

of Directors. * Here then is a body of history ready made, and capable of elabora-
tion, whenever necessary, by the simple process of adding in notes or appendices to

- any original documents of interest.” He thought that a few subjects-of no “general

interest might be omitted from these letters before printing them. He strongly ad-
vocated publishing the “ General Letters,” say beginning with those of the Foreign
Department. As Dr Hunter was going on leave at the time he suggested that he
might inquire in England as to the records which may best be published there, and
the Hon’ble Mr B. H. Ellis of thé Home Department in hisnote of 22 January
1872 accepted the offer and said, “ I would especially put to him the question regard-
ing the ‘General Letters’ which Mr Bayley desires to publish. Surely these must
all be on record in England, and could be more economically produced there. ”
Apparently no such communication was made to Dr Hunter as he wrote from
Egmburgh, dated 3 April 1872, inquiring whether any orders had been passed
on his report. In laying this reminder from Dr Hunter before the Hon’ble
Mr Ellis, Mr Bayley again pressed for the printing of the General Letters and
he remarked, I think the records should be published, but not cooked up in
literary fashion. If it is important to have evidence before the public at all, it
should be the naked and unreserved contemporaneous evidence of the actors them-
selves, Such evidence was embodied in the General Letters with remarkable fullness
and perspicuity.” - o

8. He further considered that “No sort of literary * ability is required to edit
them. All that is wanted is to have them looked over by some man with sufficient
literary taste and knowledge of Indian History, to judge - what parts are totally
devoid of historical value, and may be omitted, and what parts require to be illustra-
ted by the addition of the more important documents in full length.”

9. After consulting the Finance Department the matter was allowed to.drop,

“the estimated cost of £40,000 or £50,000 being prohibitive, that Department

remarking “ Who would read them ?  'What would you do with such a mass of
matter ?”  Dr Hunter was informed accordingly in August 1872.

" 10. Soon after the matter was revived by the consideration of a question from
the Government of Bombay for sanction toa scheme for the preservation of its
old records. They proposed the appointment of an Indian Educational Service
officer to make selections and publish them, Mr Hume, who was then Secrétary
in the Department of Revenue and Agriculture, wrote : ““ We do not want a literary
work on the records ; we want only such® portions of the records themselves as
are of permanent interest.” Mr Bayley, who was then a Member of the Executive
Council, was not in favour of the Bombay proposal and said in his note
of 26 July 1872 that nothing but the adoption of a systematic plan of pub-
lication will be of any real use and he-urged his former proposal of publishing the
General Letters to'and from the Court of Directors and as regards expenditure

D
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on this item be wrote :— But it seems to me that even in a financial point of . 2

view, some expense would be expedient, and as it is 8 matter of no' rery pressing
lmportance, this expense might be spread over a long series of years, might even
be suspended in years of financial pressure, and renewed when that pressure was
passel.” < These letters,” he considered, ““ would ‘serve asa body of historical
information such as is open to the public as to the history, I believe, of no, other
country ; and the more accessible it becomes to the public, the greater, I believe, will
be the reputation of England for the justice and teinperate wisdom of her dealings
with India.”” On these notes His Excellency the Viceroy ordered in October 1872 :
“We must write Home, in the first place, to find out what has been done, and
is doing, there.” A lengthy despatch was issued to the Secretary of State on
13 December 1872, no 95 (Public), recapitulating what had been done, since
April 1861, in the matter of preserving in an accessible and convenient shape such
records of the Government of India as are of interest and importance.

Paragraph 21 of the despatch says, ¢ We are of opinion that the publication
of old records is a matter of political importance, and would do much to prevent *
misconstruetion of the policy and motives of Indian Governments.”

In paragraph 22 it was emphatically stated that there should be a systematic
publication of records themselvos in one confinuous séries, rather than the publi-
cation, as proposed by I'r Hunter, of a series of  Selections ”” from old records.
Objections were pointed out to the preparation of “ Selections,” the main one" bein
that of making public a certain number of isolated facts, which, so put forward,
are ag likely as not to be misinterpreted or misrepresented.

In paragraph 23 the Government pressed for the publication of the “ General
Letters,”" those to the Court consisting of a summary of events, of all business.m
fact transacted by each Government in India and those from the Court contain-
ing commentaries on such proceedings. 1t was added that these letters require
only illustration by appendices or occasional special volumes of minutes, or selected
papers, and excision of routine and uninteresting or merely personal matters to be
ready as they stand for the Press.. Once completed they would embody admirable
material for the future historian of India. -

In paragraph 25 inquiry was made as to whether the work eould not be done
more easily and more economicallx at Home under the supervision of an efficient
officer of the India Office or partly at Home and partly in India. A complete list was
asked for of all the volumes of ““ General Letters,”” not ouly of those relating to
the correspondence with the Government of India, in the Record department of the
India Office in London, with an approximate estimate of the cost of printing them
in England. The Secretary of State replied to this despatch in his no 46 (Publlc) s
dated 24 April 1873, and his reply was based on entirely wrong data, his
estimate of the number of volumes¥
was wrong and therefore the cost of print-

®(General Letters

'Il-“:om ln,di‘ g;f volumes. ing them at £280,000 was wrong also.
« Collection " " We did not ask him to print the  Collect-
volumes .. . . 2703 jons ”’ that is, the *“ Proceedings’’ volumes

which contain copies of all the correspond-

3,844 vonumesfml + B8LT or about . ence submitted to the Board at each

. meeting, minutes recorded and orders

passed, and therefore by including these his estimate of cost is wrong. On these
figures given by His Lordship he came to the conclusion “ it is obvious that if any
publication is tobe undertaken, it must be by careful selection ” and he desired to

¢ 3 .
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be furnished with a further expression of the views of the Government of India
on the general subject. It appears that Mr Talboys Wheeler, who was employed in
the Home Department, was called upon to report further in connection with this
scheme for printing the “ General Letters” and in January 1878 he submitted this
report. In it, while he draws attention to the Secretary of State’s error of calcula-
tion pointed out above; he has changed front in regard to the printing of the
“ General Letters’’ among the records of the Home Department and he writes,
“On the whole I may say that whilst I found much that might be deemed worthy
of abridgment, [ found nothing which would warrant my submitting any plan for a
‘systematic reprint of extracts from the records of the Home Department that would
be likely to prove of the slightest practical utility to the Government of India,
or of interest to the public at large.” He realised the fact after very thoroughly
examining the records thatthe Home Oflice records of the Eighteenth Century
were of no value whatever.” As regards the “ General Letters” in the Foreign
Office he was still of opinion that they possessed a permanent value. The Govern- .
ment of India sent this report to the Secrefary of State in April 1878 together .
& Early rocods of British India, ete, ote” Witk & Copy of a work¥ compiled by him
) in connection with his examination of fhe
Home Department records. Tﬁey added, “ Mr Wheeler has laboured assiduously
at the task which he underteck, and he has shewn that no valuable results are to

. be hr?ed for from any larger expenditure on .the further publication of these
records.” .

. -~ .

11. The matter was taken up 10 years later by Mr A. P. MacDonnell, then
Home Secretary, and the Secretary of State was addressed again in despatch no 9,
dated 14 February 1888. The Government of India were apparently not satisfied
with Mr. Wheeler's report and 4hey thought his failure to find any valuable
or interesting d®uments was in a great measure due to his want of district
experience ; they considered that the records referred to by him covered a period
of British rule in- India peculiarly interesting as regards the development of the
administration and were convinced that no further time should be lost without
a serious effort being made to ascertain what the Home Department records
contain of value and interest. Some of the volumes have not escaped the ravages
of time, the ink was fading and the volumes were decaying and it was again
insisted that such original documents should be printad. Sanction was asked
to place a Bengal civilian on special duty to examine the records with a view
to this being done. ' . '

12. At this stage a general system of press-listing and calendaring the records
was suggested by the Secretary of State in his despatch no 30-Public (Records),
dated 31 May 1888, The calendaring was to be done by competent men in
England and the préeis of which the calendar was to consist would obviage the
expense of publishing the original documents which it was the intention of the
Government of India to do. By the aid of the press-lists copies of those documents
which are among the records of the Government of India, but missing from the
India Office List, would be sent bome for inclusion in its press-lists, and would be
calendared subsequently and preserved in the India Office record rooms. Thess
views were accordingly communicated fo the Secretary of State in Government of
India despatch no 43, dated 4 August 1888.

13. In his note of 6 July 1888 in connection with the Secretary of.State’q
despatch, the Home Secretary (Mr A. P. MacDonnell) remarked that if copies
of all original documents exist in the India Office and in Calcutta, the Government
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need (!o no more in its own interests or in the interests of historical research, than
place in the hands of the public an index which will at the same time be a summary
of the contents of the documents referred to, but he observed that the effectiveness
. ‘of the procedur: would depend greatly on the care with which the original docu-
- ments are preserved, in fact, he then thought that those which were suffering
badly from decay should probably be printed at once,

14. The next step was the employment of Mr Forrest to examine and classify
the old records of the Military and Foreign departments, and finally to retain hia
services permanently as Officer-in-charge of the old records of the Government of

. I}:dm in Calcutta. Subsequently a Central Record office was established and from
time to time various officers have held charge of the post of Keeper of the Records.

15. One further point I need only refer to here and that is that in 1903, the
Keeper of the Records of the Government of India undertook to begin calendaring
the records of the Government of India and this question of calendaring was
emphasized ' hy the Government of India in its despatch no 813, dated 1
September 190%, in asking the Secretary of State to sanction the post of Assistant
to the ‘Officer-in- harge of the Records of the Government of India and to select
and send out an officer for the appointment, mainly in egnnection with this work.
It was suggested that the India Office should complete a series of calendars up to
the year 1747-8 and that the Government of India should calendar its records
which date from 1748-9. Paragraph 5 of this despatch shows what has been
accomplished by the various officers placed on special duty, since the appointment
of the Record Commission in 1861, in the matter of writing books, printing selec-
tions, compiling calendars and press-lists in connection with the weeding and
arrangement of the pre-Mutiny records in the several departmeyts of the Govern-
ment of India. Since the date of this despatch (1904) it mav be noted that ‘he

- press-listing of the Public department records has been bronght up to the year 1800
and the whole set of volumes is now placed on sale to th> public. A revised index
to this series is in manuseript and will be printed and issued for sale shortly, The
Imperial Record department have also press-listed and published the Secret depart-
ment records from 1763 to 1775 and press-lists for those of 1776-1790 will shortly
bs printed amnd published.  An index to this series will be compiled when the press-
list has been brouzht up to the year 1800. Press-lists, with indexes, of the records
of the Select Committee for 1756-74* and of the Neeret department of Inspection

® This includes Mr. Hill's Abstact i756-1702, LoF 1770-56 ave also in print and for

. mentioned in paragrnph 5of the despateh referred  sale.  Two volumes of a calendar of the

to abov., which has been re-done, Persian corvespondence from 739 to 1769

are also in_print .and forsale and a further volume for 1770-2 will be ready
for publication shortlv. Certain Persian documents relating to -the Mutiny of

1857 are being press-listed, anda handbook to the records in this Contral Record

Department of the Government of India is in course of preparacion.

16. No calendaring whatever has been done of the English correspondence
and it wall be observed, probably with astonisbment, that up to date nothing has
been done in the way of printing decaying manuscript records.  We have, however,
in hand the tyving, with a view to printing, of 3 lavge folio volumes of the Public
department records for the years 1,57, 1762 and 179? which are in a rapid state
of disintegration. A portion of the type-written copy has been sent to Mr  Foster
of the India Office, who undertook to collate it with the records there and to fill in
the lacunae, The whole will be printed when returned by the India Office. ‘Lhis
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work of copying is naturally being done spasmodically in his spare time by a typist
who has much typing to do in connection with the regular work of the office.

I would suggest that before the manuscript records reach this gtage of deterio-
ration we make a beginning to print them, and this can most usefully be done by
commencing to print the General Letters to and from the Court of Directors,
starting from the earliest date we have them, ¢.e., from 1748. We will thus have -
produced in print a calendar to the Proceedings volumes and at the same time have ,
printed the ancient manuscripts themselves. The Public department papers of 1748
are now 171 years old! It is nearly 60 years since a Record Commission overhauled
them and it is 30 years since some were reported on as beginning to show signs of
decay. Although we have a large staff to air the rooms and dust the shelves and
50 on, you cannot open a folio volume without getting the strong pungent correding
odour of decaying or deteriorating papers. The paper is turning a speckled coppery I
brown colour, the ink is fading and where an ink line has been ruled the paper
divides along that line having become brittle by corrosion and age. When the
books are opened and handled even with the greatest care the paper crumbles away. .
It may be said that the manuscript copies of these papers at the India Office are
in a better state of preservation, but we are not concerned with them. We are
going to cater to an ingmiring public here in India from the records of the
Imperial aud Provincial Go¥@rnments. What cannot be got here may be applied
for later to the India Office by the historiographer, but we must first make an effort
to preserve the records in India for him, print decaying ones, provide him with
press-lists and calendars and eventually with the actual documents themselves
and, if we can give him the latter in print, so much the better. Whether records
are printed or not, no one would wade through a mass of correspondence in search of
information in regard to any matter without consulting an index, or catalogue,
press-list, catalogues raisonnés or calendars, as these aids to the student in search of

* historical matter are termed. We have press-lists of the Finglish correspondence

for many years now ready and there is no reason why we should not in the course
of a few years have a printed calendar for those documents at ledst up to 1800.
The Calendar is already prepared in manuscript in the form of the General Letters
and admittedly by the best scholars and writers, and all we have to do is to make
a type-written copy of it and printit. I presume the printing work will be done
by the Government Press and the funds of the Historical Records Commission will
provide the salary of, say, 6 temporary typists, 2 of whom will read and correct the
documents as typed. At deast we should take a step forward and make, say, two
working type-written copies of these General Letters, the question of printing
them even being settled later. A combined decennial index to them as far as con-
venient may be made and another clerk or two would be required for this purpose.
We could easily employ 8 clerks, on salaries ranging from 4 on 40, 2 on 60, snd 2

“on 75, on this work, as I find we have in our possession in all, t.e,, up to the year

1858, 1,415 volumes of General Letters as detailed in the statement which follows :
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Liut thowing the volumes of General Letters to and from the Court
of Directors

- - i - - .
To Coupy Fzox Cousr Torar
Departments Com- | Upte | Upto Upto | U
: i pto | Upto
moneing (ntt:nol()) 1858 mf";g;ng oo | 1tee | oo | 1Y
from ; er |(number from _ ((Qumber |‘number (number {(number
(year) mlo ) of (year) of of o of
: urmes)|vajy mes) - {volumes) volurges) [volumes) Ivolumes)
Home (Pablic) : ’ | |
1749 ‘ 53 148 | 1755 47 145 100 | 203
«» (Eoclesiastical) 1830 20 | 1858 5 25
» (Judicly .. 1835 - 39 | 1835 22 [ 6l
» Eduedtion) .| 1856 5 s
Public Works (Pub-| 7855 = . |
AR 4 | 1855 2 7 .21
Public Works (Rail-| 1850 |
) 8 10 | 1852 11 |
Public Works (Elec. | 1856 '. f
Tele.) . ’ 1856 | 7 16
Foreign Select 5 75 ‘ ! g
Cmmitm)( e 1756 ' L 1 1 1
Foreign (Secreti 1764 16 | i
140 1778 l} 2 i b5 18 195
» (Sec. and| 1789 2 3 ‘ [ ‘
Sep.) | ! 2 s
. (Political) .| 1789 | 15 | . 5 | |
»  (Political) 5 28 1785 | 4 0 Jog T 13
o (omign) | 1848w g L 5 ) g
Revenue and Agri.| 1832 ‘
ealtare gri 186 | 1832 ’ 18 81
Army . . .| 1790 5 | i
11 8 | 180 | 17 153 28 | 267
» (Marine) 1838 19 1838 | 12
. } (YT i 31
Law and Legislative | 1796 1 5 |
; ‘“ - 3 | 195 | 1 36 3 69
epara venue .| 1795 8 <
31 1795 : 1 17 4 48
?
' TotAL 104 ; -
794 | 74 621 178 | 1,416

: ‘ iz
1f printed, as far as I can estimate, an averag® of 10 manuscript volumes taken
together would make up 1 printed volume of 500 pages, royal octavo size.
If we print up to 1858 there will be about 142 such’ prinfed volumes. But if we
stop in the first instance,at £he year 1800 there will' omly be 1§, such volumes.
Whatever we decide as regards printing I would strongly recommend that in
order to preserve the information centained in these General Letters, the original ..
manuscripts of which aré advanding in age and fast decaying, two type-

- written copies should be made of every General Letter up.to the year 1800 at

least. - Occasionally volumes of a later date may also be typed if they show signs
of rapid decay. When the question of printing from one of these typed copies '
arises, it can then be decided what portions, if any, of the letters should be withheld
from publication as was suggested by the Secretary of State in 1873, a good many
years ago ! ‘ T - :

17. The Madras Records office is apparently calendaring or abbut to.calendar
the General Letters from 1748 to 1800—see item iX of the Proceedings
of the 1st meeting of the Indian Historical Records Commission. If. it- has not
already advanced very far in accomplishing this end I wouldusuggest that the
calendaring of these papers be stopped and they be treated “as s tooommended -

above. B
The general instructié¥’ given in paragraph 6 (a) of the Government of India
Resalution of 21 March 1919 as to the confining of the . printing of the
records to a date previous to 1702 is inapplicable to the records of the Imperial
Government in Calcutta since their records date only from the year 1748. - The
climate of Calcutta is in itself not conducive to the preservation of records, damp
and vermin are ever present as destructives and, as 1 have already shown above,
many of our documents and volumes—even thobgh they date from 1748—are in
a bad state of decay apnd should be attended td shortly. The older records of
the Foreign Office, I think, are even worse than those of the Public (Home)
department. Iteeems abundantly clear that a beginning should be made in typing,
and, if possible, printing our ancient archives, they must in any case first be typed
as the manuscript volumes or collections cannot be sent to the Press, ' '
I would therefore move that the Historical Records Commission
Resolve—that the General Letters to and from the Court of Directors of the .
East India Company be printed ¢» extenso and not calendared. That,
with a view to this being done, the -documents, many of which are
decaying, be typewritten as a whole at least up to the year 1800,
That the funds of the Commission meet the cost of a certain number
of clerks for this work and that Government sanction the provision
of extra typewriters for these clerks. That the Superintendent,
Government Printing, India, print the General Letters in due
course. :

R. H. BLAKER,

CALCUTTA,

IupeRiaL RECORD DEPARTMENT, }
20 September 1919,

- Keeper of the Records of the Govt of India
and .
Secretary to the Indian Historical Records Commission.
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I have raised the question of printing instead of calendaring the General
Letters to and from the Court of Directors. My note of Soptember last on the
subject has been circulated hy the President to the Membeors of the Historical

Records Commission. I have just a little more to say to emphasize the importance
of these General Letters. '

These letters which for some time were written gnce or perhaps twice a year,
were exiremely long ones, very often consisting of any#hing between 50 and” 150
paragraphs, each paragraph, especially in the case of the letters to England, bearing

briefly yet fully and clearly on a different subject, tiue whole letter being a sum-
- mary or calendar of the proceedings of the Company’s directorate in India. They
dealt with topics as they arose without observing any particular order. ‘Che letters
from England .expressed views and coaveyed orders  item by item on the year’s
ftransactions. In 1700 the Directors a{ Home in a letter of 20 November to
Madras grouped their remarks under certain heads le.g. Shipping, Investments,
Company’s servants) and ordered that the same arrangement. should be observed
in replying. In course of time letters dealing entirely with scparate subjects
had to be #esorted to. » :

In regard to letters from Home Mr Foster, Registrar and Superintendent of
Records, India Office, has noted -that they had tobe approved by a Board of
Control (established in 1784) before issne. The .lettar was first submitted as a
‘“ Previous Communication. ” This was examived ‘by the Board and returned
to the East India House with amendmentg or suggestions, It then became

. official as a  Draft ” and after being considered by the appropriate Committee
and by the Court was formally submitted to the Board. Sometimes fresh alter-
ations were made or former amendments which had not been adopted by the Di-
rectors were insisted upon, but often the “ Draft ” went back unaltered with the
Board’s approval duly recorded (Koster's Guide to the India Office Records,p. 20).

There was a committee in India for revising General Letters about the year
1778 and in 1796 both the Public and the Foreign departments laid down rules for
the preservation of General Letters. Again 1n 1830 the Court laid down rules
regarding these letters which they characterized as most valuable since they con-
tained * the most useful and pertinent suggestions within the shortest compass.”
Among other things these rules directed—

(1) that subjects of importance were to be dealt with in short sepa-
rate letters, '

- (2) that letters should be endorsed, docketed, numbered, classed under
different named heads, transmitted quarterly and despatched as soon
as signed,

(3) that Regulations and accounts should be sent early,

(#) that numbers in the packet should be sent in duplicate and that two
copies should be sent in the same conveyance, and

(5) that letters from Court should be punctually acknowledged.

We want for Indian students a  Source-book of British Indian History and
there is no better Source-book than these General Letters combined with the fund of
historical information contained in the Persian documents and the translations of
them, where the originals do not exist, deposited in the Imperial Record Department.
In my opinion there is no better way for the Historical Records Commission to
spend‘its money than on the printing of these lotters in ezfenso, and, if necessary,

3
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" on the calendaring of the Persian correspondence. The most useful bit of work

i is, i pinion, the press-listing

i ' sterity by my Department is, inmy opinion, the p :

:?:lgd:l?lz:fro;orgs in h!ngliy;h and the calendaring -gf the Persian documente; t;erg-

ferred to. Another volame of the calendar of ggesenl}’? 13711;; bela?zxé'icf%g ean(i
. relate to the periods 1752-1767, -176:

'f'}"? 6E1;?ea:31§;:leswi2§‘: ).'which passed between fgome of ;(:heuCoxlxlxpa;z' ;nzlg;-

' i all over ,

vants and Indian rulers ao notables and wfer to a airs P'rf‘l[f 1(;a lztters rer ondis,

from Kashmir to Calcutta.and down to Cape Comorin. es O

istorica i i Bihar by the Mughals and the Com

historical events of the time, the invasion of Bihar b s sod the Com

i , want of Bengal, the invasion of Oudh By the Enghsh,

B e ek Marathas ive the English of their possessions in

f the Marathas to deprive the English 0886 i

t.'lglene gaatlﬁel:}s;rtzlefea: and their renewed efforts to establish an Empire in bImi;a:,

the invasion of India by the AfghanhA'hﬁathllmh éb}:l'?lh, hlﬁm:?e%i tsy b 3

Sikhs and general resistance by the Mughals, Rohi a,s},l. thas 1’1 Jats and

i hah’s defeat and return to Kandahar, his second in
fe!;g:;?ha:&lietﬁist: hsis country and finally the gradual consqhthtlon of the

f the East India Company. . ‘
Powe;;e have a Source-book of Indian history in the archives of the Imperial Record

' Department and while the calendaring of the Persian correspondence continues I

: i issi esolution
itati d that this Commission support and pass the Reso
gnrffet:dt‘;gl:f;ynx (())?I;: %ep:rhber last, now before _the Premdex}t and Memhersf.
An index would of course be vompiled and bound up with each printed volume o

the General Letters to and from the Cpm't of Directors,

LaHORE,

'+ R.H. BLAKER.
9 January 1920. .
'APPENDIX B.
A Note on the Methods by which Officers‘ in cha}‘gc of Recofds may
best encourage r h, .

y Trdian Universities now insist on research, not only for the
hi hls.t f]\eea:gsal(ls:}clg as the Doctorate and the Premchand Raichand S‘tqdentghl&)é
& el i g‘the M.A. and Honours examination, where an or'xglnal thesis is accepte
Emtiia sofm ne or t;vo. papers of answers te questions. In addition, several U_nni;arfsn-
tios (n (;al?l that of ‘Calcutta) have made it a condition of the f,enure .oi*; their ¢ airs
!nesH('nzor an Economics that the incumbents shopld produce original tre:.;tl_ses
in tllxsir );es tive subjects with reference to India. . The Sadler Cc;lmmnsxon
by le drawip::c attention to the desirability of our scholars utilising t e.kﬁmnu(i
E::i;tts (:‘ecords of the British and Hyderabad Governments and the Sikh aun

tha archives. L. .
Mm‘g aA our Records offices are situated in University centres, the m%st' s‘.lfh
1 sethod of encouraging research would be to link the Records oh oe’ wil .

::;“f‘lloc;anniversity, in such a way as to save time, direct research into the exac
o ‘ ‘
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channels, and prevent the overlapping of efforts. What isolated workers—both

autbors and University stpdemps and professors—want, are (i) detailed and exact
information ad to the topics on which the records in a Earticulnr Records office
throw light ; (i) information as to whether any other scholar is already at work
on the special fields they want to choose for themseltves ; and (¢tr) access to the
Records office without great delay or tiresome formaliies,

8. To ensure the first of the above points, it is necessary for the Commis-
sion (with the help of expert writers, if necessary), to issue from time to time
press communiqués clearly indicating what unexplored topics are illustrated by a
certain group of papers in a particular Records office, and how far the material on
the subject is complete and how far it has to be supplemented from another Records
office. ~We shquld tempt students to undertake research by giving-them something

like a chart (decessarily sketchy and, it may be, inaccurate in some minute

details), of the branches on which they can work with success in a limited time.
It is essential to indicate the character of the records as well as their subject.

Hints may also be given as to how far co-ordination of effort is possible in a very
large subject,.

4. For example, one of the most important but hitherto neglected subjects is
the economic history of India from the establishment of the English factories, stu-
died with minute detail and accuracy and on the basis of the primary sources, so
as to give our country something approaching Dr Cunningham’s monumental
work on the economic history-of England. Mr W. Foster's reprint of the Factory
Records has reached only 1659. But no exhaustive-and original study has been
made of the 18th century, though it embraces three very important and inter-
esting economic subjects, riz., (¢) the East India Company as a manufacturer in
India (Mr C. McMinn’s subject) ;,(6) India’s foreign trade and shipping, and
{c) the evolution of the Anglo-Indian revenue systeim (Mr Firminger's subject).
Here is a vast field waiting for workers, and we believe that the workers will be
forthcoming if we give them the requisite information. *

5. The second point can be secured by publishing short ad iiterim statements
of the work done by the members of the Commission and the scholars autborized
to work in Records offices —these statements being exactly like the short informal
but very useful surveys of the work of the Archmological Department which Sir
John Marshall used to contribute to the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of
Great Britain 'from year to year.

6. The time taken in disposing of any scholar’s application for access to a

Records affice should be reduced as far as possible. This can be done by aathori-
zing the Officer in charge of the local res. ds to geant permission at his discre-
tion on the recommendation of (a) the Vice-Chancellor of any University, (4) any
University Professor of the local University, or (c) a member of the Records Com-

mission. Where the officer considers the case doubtful, he should refer the applica-
tion to Government,

JADUNATH SARKAR,
5 December 1919.

B. K. THAKORE,
Poona, 10 December 1919,

dad

APPENDIX CL |

Report on the Tod Manuscripts relatingsto the Pindaris and
' Rajputana, ' ‘

By Jadunuth Sarkar, LE.S.

)

. o L R ]
two manuscripts on the above subject composed by Lieutenan
C lonle;l ;l:lhn.;: ?l‘r:d and copied by the clerks of .hls Res;dergcy. The first consists of
2(? loose sheets of paper and includes the following two articles, vie, :—
) « Ofigin, Progress . and Presffg State of the Pindagss,” 26} pages,
e Eugtled, October 1511, with aNcontinuation in 11 pages, dated 81
December 1813, which describes the movements of Sindhia after
the unsuccessful siege of Bhopal (raised on 2 August 1813), and
the doings of the Pindaris from August to December 1813, and
(6) “ Outline of a plan for reducing the Pindarrahs,” 184 pages, dated 9
"July 1815.
2. Each page consists of 34 lines of about 7 words each, and the whole
manus.cript contains about 12,000 words. _ N :
3. The second manuseript is a bound volume, containing several papers on

indari tance of which has been reproduced in the two printed works
f)lxlxethpéng?:fag: i:(lllb:henlcasto Maratha War), sketches of some Maratha States, and

what may be called the first draft of the descriptive and statistical chapters of the

yqusti Rajasthan. These have no value for the student of
lfipto"‘# ‘;izu;’l:t;%'gytl::eo{;tere?t‘;ng as showing the growth of Tod’s great work.
H

"“,4. I recommend the publication of the first manuseript with an appendix
oo DX

’ . . be.
ontaini ious extracts from the two printed works on the Pindaris, partly

conta-ltu}:: %az(t’g:(:;; zxm:ra faxtremely scarce and partly because a modern student would
:)mwe tly helped if he can have the mass of informaﬁoq on @he Pmda.ns_ in_one
p?aé‘:ea I¥ the substance of the valuable portions of the two printed works is given,

the cost of printing will not be great.

CUTTACK, JADUNATH SARKAR.

31 December 1919.

" APPENDIX D.

-

Note by ihe Indore Representatives,

presenting the Indore State we beg to offer our thanks to tlfe Indian
Hilto‘:i.es{eReco;ts“bgommeission for giving us an opportunity of attending their
deliberations. - \ ) . "
. 2 the late Maharaja Tukoji Rao seriously contemplated the
eompﬁitii:\rofb;c (ll{ezi}esds history of the Holkar State, although some small gttempts
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had been made before in that direction. With that object in view he not only tried
to investiéate the State and private records then available but also approached the
Bombay Government for such papers of the late Poona Goverament as may throw
light on the history of the Holkar family and State. ‘Much useful information
was derived in this way through the courtesy of :the Bombay Government.
Unfortunately before the work of actual compilation could be commenced that
Mabharaja died and the subject was not pushed forward later on.

About 1904, the valuable State records, which were kept at Maheshwar, of
Ahalya Bai’s time, were inspected and removed to Indore for being made use of in
connection with the State Gazetteer which was then in preparation. Copies of &
portion of this record throwing light on her life and times were handed over to

Colonel Luard and Mr B. Deo for bringing out her biography. This work isstill
~ under preparation. . '

Two or three years back the Holkar State took up the question of compiling a
history on the lines which the late Maharaja Tukoji Rao had contemplated. But it
wag found that most of the records which had been brought over from Maheshwar
as also other records and copies obtained from the Poona records were burnt or
partially burnt owing to a fire which broke out in the old Palace. Nevertheless

" ‘much valuable material is still available from

(1) the half burnt State papers,

(2) copies given to Colonel Luard,

(3) records scattered in the various offices of the State,

(4) records with the hereditary offices of the State and specially with the
Zamindars and Darkhastdars.

(5) other old families residing in the State,

(8) the valuable publications of Messrs Rajwade, Khare, and Parasnis;

the last of whom was given a handsome monetary assistance by the
State for editing Maleskwar Darbar che Batmipatras.

We would particularly under the above head mention a chronicle of Maharaja
Jaswant Rao Holkar’s times written by [Bafisii{ Bhawani Shankar, constant
attendant on the Maharaja in camp, and the accounts of various battles in Bharatpur
and other places writtea by another camp-follower of that Maharaja.

To investigate, collate and systematize the information available, as above,

—a gtaff hasbeen employed which has already collected a mass of documents bearing -

. ou the history of the Holkar.State, and the work of copying and printing these is
also being pushed forward. A scheme for the establishment of a“Cential Historical
Association at Indore consisting of Professors and other learned people has been
settled whereby it is hoped much useful work will be done to achieve the objeet
aimed at.

We hope to learn much from the schemes which the present Commission has in
view, and if our staff and the members of our Association are trained in the
scientific methods throygh the courtesy of the Commission much ‘time and labour
would be saved and the work would be systematized.

Besides the State Agency individual efforts have also been made in the past,

and are continuing still, for writing out histories dealing with specific periodsof *

the Holkar State. Amongst these may be mentioned the publication issued by the
Hindi and Marathi Sshstya Samitis, such as a biography of Maharani Abalys Bai

~ in preparation  life of the first

xv

) ate in Hindi Burway

i i £ the Holkar State in Hindi. Mr 2
in Marathi and a Sl}t?'rthgs nl?;i }(l,;sg;;{ixfguished Maratha rulers and §tates‘?99,l‘has'
T b e & life Malhar Rao Holkar and of Maharaja Tukoji Rao;

i i ife of Rao Ram-

i B v. K. Kimte has 'puphshed a h a0 K
e Bll':'te %’t‘;mza%f‘ig;br of Indore in the “sixties. To encou;adggomgﬁ:ggl
glézl;l?x)f thi:o;lature th; State has provided an annual grant of Rs 5,000, , y

deserving works in Marathi and Hindi are patronized.

i y . the materials we have got or
i ently can.” We are sure that erial
lﬁﬁ‘::‘;ioﬁet:e\zo‘iﬁgvsg ‘va.luzble to all students of Maratha history.

LAHORE,

9 January 1920. N. V. PHADKE, B.A,, L.B.
MATHU LAL, B.A.
APPENDIX E.
&
\

' ’Note by the Baroda Repre'smtative.

| j ik i dial-
ess the Maharaja Gaikwar desires me cord
kind invitation to the State to co-operate in the
invitation His Highness’ Gog%gmexg ha%ve

issioner o uecation for
i i resided over by the State Commissione :

appolpted. ¥ Ct(;::mSltt,atf: g'ork similar to that for whlc}{ tl}e G(’)I“rl?m;?:tagf (,Ifng;:
e i med the Indian Historical Records Commigsion. 1he fbt' \ fy‘om the
P c?:tit ‘t’utto attend the meetings of the Commission as a representative 11
Commaittee 1s !

State'-rh " c(,mmit;ee vecently held its first meeting to lay down the lines of
e sal

. - ds

i Airation with the work of the I.ndlan Hxstou.cal Recor
action -to 'be pul‘Slfled ltn lfi(:g] di::)t“:)tlcoc?nsidemtion the work hitherto donein :ll::ri‘tlatg
Comupssnon. A tertl::zv a?lvised His Highness’ Government tq carry {)n al h andgto
in .thls ?aneCtl_Ol;, all the records of the State for papers of hlStoncanﬁe‘:}tion g
re-investigaia o Othereof on the lines of the catalogue of the Orme.d 0 fsecm-iny
prepare a CaFal()g{lvehen this work is finished ‘the Committee have m(l1 ic e:a,1 odino i g
b C’r: bl:htl(‘).rical papers relating to Baroda from other sources and including
copics of his 4

in the catalogue.

The Govemment_of. Hi; I-{;;g'hn
hank the Commission of eir n
1({"otm("r:;i?srilon’s work. In response to this

R. K. RANADIVE,

LsloRE,
Friday, 9 Janvary 1920. - .
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APPENDIX F.

Detailed Catalogue, prepared by Mr. H. L. O, Garrett, of Historical
Manuscripts, Pictures, etc,, exhibited at Lahore before the
Indian Historical Records Commission,

8 and 9 January 1920.

2.

Frou toe PuNias Civie SEcrETATIAT, Lavorm.ov |

Pre-Mutiny and Mutiny Records.
1. Original Muster Rolls of Hodson’s Horse.
2. Her Majesty’s Proclamation of 1838 as originally issued.
3. Suggested uniform for Afghan Regiments to be raised during the Mutiny.
4. File of daily telegrams sent from Delhi to Lahore during the Siege.
5. Proposal for a school for military school masterg at Sanawar, 1857.
6. Complote set of press-lists, Vols. I-X and Supplementary Vol,
7. Complete set of printed Punjab records, Vols, 1 to 8 in 10 Parts,

- Sikh Records, Persian Secretariat. -

8. Specimens of Revenue papers.

9. Specimens of Army papers (Pay Rolls).
10. Press copy book of office records.
11. Press copy book of official orders.

FroM Rat SaniB Wazir CHaxb.

o # '
" 12, Book of Sermons—as preached by the Puritan divinel hefore the House

of Commons in the year 1641,

13. Daldilul-Khayrit—Religious formule of the Sufis,
14. Shir-o-Shakar :—
Author :—Day8 Rim Brahman,

.

Contents :—An account of the Sikhs from the reign of Shah Alam II and )

Ranjit Singh.
15. GulistAn (abridged) : —
Author :—Sa‘df.
Contents ;—Didactic stories,

xvii

~ 16. DiwAn-i-Shahi.

Author :—Amir Shahi (962 A.HHY. .
C:ntents :—A Diwin of Ghazals with Qatas a.an Rubé‘is at the end.

17. Bhagwat Gité :—(Illustrated) )

A religious book of the Hindus, supposed to be a composition of
Sri Krishna.
1. Khulasat-ut-TawArikh :—
Author :—Sujdn Réi Khatri of Batala. . . '
Contents :—A general history of India from the earliest times to the
T 10th year of Alamgir’s reign.
19. Shamisher Khéni (llusteated) :—
Author :—Shamsher Khan. .
Cc‘:nbents :—A prose abridgment of the Shih Néma, written at tye
suggestion of Dard Shikoh. ;
20. Madsir-i-‘Alamgiri :— . )
Author :—Mubammad Siqi Musta‘id Khan. o -
Contents :—A history of the reign of Alamgir, completed in
1122 A.H.
21. Buzurjmihr Néma :—
Author :—Unknown, ] R .
Contents :— Buzurjmihr’s counsels to Anushirwén of Persia.
22. Réagméli :—(Illustrated)
Author :—Unknown. _ . o o
C:ntents :—A description of Indian and Persian music with paintings.
23. DiwAn-i-Q3zi Muhammad Rizé Shirazi :—
Author :—Qagzi Muhammad Riz. o o
C:nwnts .—Diwin of Ghazals in praise of Shaikh ‘Abdul Qadir Jiléni,
the great Sufi saint. »
24. Zafar Nﬁma—i-’l‘aimﬁr’i —
Author :—Sharfuddin ‘Ali Yazdi. .
Contents :—#&n account of the life of Timur.

25. Bostdn :— -
Author :—Sa‘di.
Contents :—Didactic poems.
268. Nigar Ndma :— »
Author :—L#l Chand alias Malikzida. . ‘
Contents :—A collection of letters and specimens of official documents,

27. Akbar Nima :—
thor :— Abul Fa?l. .
é:nter:ts —An account of the reign aud institutes of Akbar,



28.

29,

30.

31.
32,

38.

34,

36.

87.

38,
39.
- 40,
4].
42.

43,
44.

Ramayana :—(Hindi) Illustrated.

Author :—Valmikt.

Contents :—An epic poem dealing with the life of Rama.
Hitopadesha :—(Urdu). Illustrated.

Author :—Transiated by Mir Amman.

Contents :—Didactic stories.

Zafar Nima-i-Akbari.

Author :—DiwAn Amar Néth.

Contents : —History of Ranjit Singh and his successors.
Bhagwat Gita (See No. 17).

Jahingir Ndma.

Author :—Jahfngir.

Contents :~—~His memoirs.
Tubfat-ul Muldk :— (Calligraphy).

Author :—Unknown. .

Contents :—Counsels to sovereigns, ‘.
Taimdr Ndma :—

Author :—HAtf],

Contents :—History of Timur in verse.

. Album (Muhammadan saints, etc ).

Historical seleotions about Jahangir and Shah Jahan
Author :—Unknown.

Mahabharata : —

Translator :—Faiz}, ‘Abdul QAdir, ete.

Contents :—An epic about the wars of the Kurus and Pandavas.
Shih Nima :—

Author :—Firdausi.

Contents : —An epic about the Persian monarchs,
The Quran (Holy book of the Moslems). A
Dasham Skandha :—Illustrated.

A portion of the Bhagwat Gita (See No. 17).
Ain-i-Viceroy.

Author :—Saldmi. .

Contents :—An account of the viceroys in Urdu verse.

Quréin—14th chapter, alleged to be written by Aurangzeb (a forgery).

A genealogical table of the Prophet Muhammad.
Diwin-i- Waqif,

Author :—Nr-ul ‘Ain WiAqif (1200 A.H.).
Contents :—Diwén of Ghazals with a few Qati‘s,

.

45.
*48.

417.

xix

}Hamﬁyils.——'l‘he Qurin in pocket size.

Album—Mughal emperors and empresses.

48.

49.

b0.

51.

52.
53.

b4.

5.

60.

61

62
63

64
65
66

67

Hamayils.—The Qurfin in pocket size,

Froo Lara Kanwir Saix.

The Qurdn.

Nafhatul Uns :— .

Author :—J4mi. .

Contents :—Biographies of celebrated Sufis and saints.

From LaLs SoMER Nara (Government College).

Tarikh-i-Kbalisa (Illustrated).
See Zafar NAma-i-Akbari, No. 30.

‘From THE PaTiaLa DURBAR.

Sikandar Nima :—
Author :—Nizimi Ganjawi.
Contents :—An epic dealing with the exploits of Alexander the Great. |

. Fkadashi Mahatma.—A religious suripture of the Hindus.
. Bhagwat Puran :—A religious seripture of the Hindus.

. Bhagwat Gita (Ses No. 17).

. Aip-i-A«bari.
Author :—Abul Fazl. ' .
Contents :—An account of the administration of Akbar.

Haqiqat Rii (Illustrated).

Author :—Unknown. ) |
Contents :—A description of the martyrdom of Haqlqat Réi.

: } Albums.

Froy tng Kapurinara DuxBar.

}Shih Nama, illustrated, in 3 Vols. (See No. 38).

. Sikandar*Nima (See No. 35). ‘
88-71. (Transferred as entries 8-11 on p. xvi ante.)



72.

73

74.
75,

76,

7.
8.
79.

80.

83.

xx

Frox tHE Puxsap UNIVERSITY LiBRary,
Akbar Ndma (See No, 27).

. Tuhfat-ul-Hind.

Author :— Bhola Nath Khatri.

Contents : i—Geographical account and revenue returns of the Mughal
provinces of India.

Tafsir-i-Husaini
Author :—Mulla Husain Wiiz KAshifi.
Contents :—A commentary of the Qurén.
Tafsir-i-Kabir :—
Author :—Fakhruddin Rézt,
Couents :+—A commentary of the Qurin.
Khamsa-i-Nizgdmi. (Calligraphy.)
Author :—Nizimi Ganjawi.
Contents :—The following five magnavis ; —
a. Makhzan-ul-Asrir.
. Sikandar Nima.
¢. Khuasro-wa-Shirin.
d. Laild-wa-Majn(n.
e. Haft Paikar,
Tubfat-ul-Haramain :—
Author :—Mubiy-ud-Din.
Contents :—A description of the Holy places of Islam in Arabia.
Téarikh-i-Kashmir.
Author :—Narayan Kaul.
Contents :~—History of Kashmir up to 1262 A.H.
DiwAn-i-Kamil. (Calligraphy.)
Author :—Shaikh Kamal Khujandi.
Contents :—Ghazals,

Inshd Nima-i-N4Ami,

Author :—Gbayag-ud-din alias Khwa ja Mir.
Contents :— Epistles.

. Khamsa-i-Nizdmi (See No. 76).

Sadd-i-Sikandari.

Author :—‘Abdullah Khén.

.Contents :—History of the Mughals in Persia and Transoxiana.
Nizém-ut-Tawhrikh, ‘

"~ Author :—Qazi Ab Said ‘Abdullah Baizawi. .

Contents :—History of Arabia and Persia up to 674 A.H.

86,

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91,

92,

93.

94,

95.

Tagkira-i-Shu‘r-i-Urdu.

Author :—Mir Abul Qasim Qudrat-ullah Qadri.
Contents :—Lives of Urdu poets.
Chahér-Gulzar-i-Shujaf.

Aunthor :—Harcharan Das.

Contents :—History of India from the earliest times up to the reign of
Shah Alam II..

Tarikh-i-Sindh.
Author :—Mir Muhammad M‘asﬁm Bhakri.
Contents :—History of Stndh from the Muslim conquest up to Akbar’s

reign.
Chéch Nima.
Author :—Ali bin Hamid Kﬁﬁ
Contents :—History of Chach, the raja of Alor, and conquest cf Sindh by
Muhammad ibn Qisim Saqafi. Written 630 A.IR
Anjuman-i-Khéq4n :— )

Author :—Mubhammad Fazil Kban.
Contents :—Memeirs of Fateh Ali Qacha.l of Persia. Written 1234 A.H.

TArikh-i-Bahidwal Khan.

Author :—Wadera Jan Muhammad Khan

Contents : — Life of Bahiwal Khan, Nawab of Babawalpur (1186~
. 1224 AH)).

T&nkh-l Kashmir :

Author :—Narayan Kaul (See N 0. 78).

Tirikh-i-Panjab.

Author—Ghulam Muhiy-ud-din Bdté Skah.

Contents :— History of the Punjab from the earliest times to 1840 A.D.

Waga‘li Humaydn.

Author :—Jauhar Aftibebi.

Contents :—Memoirs of HumAydn, the second Great Mughal.
Amir Nima. ’ '
Author :—-Basawan Lal Shaidd Bilgrami.

Contents : —A short hxstory of Amir Khan, founder of the Tonk State.
History of Delhi.

Author :—Unknown. T

Contents :— History of Delhi up to 1080 A.H,

History of Ranjit Singh.

Author :—Unknown.

Cantents :—Chronological account of the reign of Ranjit Singh (incom-
plete).  Seems to have been written at the order of

the Maharqa



86.

97.

9s.

99.

100.

101,
102,

103,

104.

105,

xXil

Nuzhatul Arwih. (Calligraphy.)
\uth8r :—Ruknoddin Amir Husain Ibn Alam.
Contents :—Doctrines of Sufism.
Jahinkusha-i- Nadiri.
Author : —Mirz& Muhammad Mahdi.
Contents :—History of Nadir Shah and his exploits.
Diwan-i-Shams-i-Tabrez  (Calligraphy and illustration.)
Author :—Shams-i-Tabrez.
Contents :—Ghazals,
Miraat-i-AftAbnumai,
Author ;: - Shih Nawidz Khan,

. Contents :—An anthology —containing history from the ereation up to

the reign of Shah Alam 1. (Speudlly valuable as a history
of Shah Alam II.)

Nashtar-i-Sa‘{bun.
Author :—Unknown

Contents :- Blf)U'lal hical note on Persian poets up to 1200 A.H.

(lncomplcte;
Afn-i-Akbari (See No. 59).
(See No. 59,)

Froyt Lara Somer Narn (Govr CotLEGE),
‘Ibrat Nima, ‘ .
Author :— Al Ibrahim Khén.
Contents :—History of the Marathas from th ir origin to 1199 A, H
Waqai Alamgirl.
Author :—Aqil Khan Raz,
Contents :—Account of the early years of the reign of Aurangzeb.
Alamgir Nima.

. Author :—Mirza Muhammad K4zim Shirazi.

106,
107

108.

Contents :—History of the first ten years of Aurangzeb’s reign.

L

From Mavravt Zarar Hasaw, B.A.

Amir Néma (See No. 9%).

Nasratain or Wagqa-i-Holkar.

Author :—Mohan Singh. »

Coutents :—A short history of the Ilolkar family.

Bahir-i-Sakhun. )

Author :—Mubammad Silih Kambu, Shaikh.
Contents :—Collection of the letters of Aurangzeb, ete,

xxiii

169 Shash Nagr-i-Kangra.
Author :— Mirzd Kamaél Tabdtabét.
Contents : — A history of the six sacks of the fort of Kangra in
Muhammadan times. .
110. Waqxﬁt Alamgiri (See No, 104).
, 111 Wagiat Humdyin (See No. 92).
112 Adab-i-Alamgiri.
Author :—Compiled by Abul Ahrar and Qébil Khan.
Contents :—A collection of the letters of Aurangzeb written by his
Secretary Qabil Khén,
118. Lubb-ut-Tawérikh.
Author :—Bindriban®
Contents :(— A oeneral history of India, up to the reign of Aurangzeb.
114 and 118, Shih Jahin Nima, Parts 1 and 2.
Author :—Mirza Muhammad Amin.

Contents : - A court history of the first ten years of the reign of Shah
Jahan.

115 and 116. Tarikh-i-Wassdf.
Author :—Abdullah Tbn Fagzlullah (699 A. H)
Contents :— Au early history of the Mongols.

117. Inshi-i-Hamiduddin.

Author :—Hamiduddin.

Contents :-™ollection of letters written by Hamlduddm generally to
Nauras Bind Begam and Dilras Bind Begam from the camp
of Aurangzeb.

118. (See 114.) .

-119, Chahir Chaman-i- Brahman.
Author ;:—Chandar Bhan.

Contents :—The book deals with the topography and statistics of the
Mughal empire under Shah Jahan.

120. BisAt-ul-Ghaniim
Author :—Lachhmi Narayan Shafiq.

Contents :—Ilistory of the Marathas from the rise of Shivaji to the
battle of Panipat.

121, Khulssat-ut-Tawarikh (See No. 18).

122. Dastfiral Amal Agahi.
Author :—Collected at the request of. Raja Abhamal by one of his
companions.
Contents :—Collection of the lettersof Aurangzeb to his father, sons,
officials and servants, including his Wagiat Noma (last will).



128.

124.
125.
126.
127.

128

129,
130.

1s1.

182.
188.
134,
185.
136.
137.
188.
139,
140.

141.
142,
143,
144.

1456.

146.
147.

148,
149,

150,
151.
152,

) " xxiv

Tarikh-i-Sher Shahi (also known as Tubfa-i-Akbar Shah).
Author :—Abbés Khan ibn Ali Shirwani.

Contents :—History of Sher Shah’s reign.

Specimens of hdnd-writing, Sanads, Farmans, etc.

Dara Shikoh’s writing.

Shah Shuja’s writing.

Imad’s writing.

Abdur Rashid’s writing.
Sayyad Ali-ul Husain’s writing.
Abdur Rahim’s writing.
Muhammad Agil’s writing.
Muhamimad Amir’s writing.
Twenty-seven leaves written by Shah Mahmud of Naishapur
A Pass from Sir Edward Colebrooke.

A Sanad of Alamgir II.

A Sanad of Muhammad Shah.

A Warrant. .

A 8anad dated 1175 A H.

A Sale deed dated 1175 A.H.

A Sanad of Mubammad Shabh.

Chak Nama, dated 1068 A . H.

From Nazr Mugaumap Tor,

Sanad »f Shah Jahan, .
» Alamgir. '
s Shah Jahan.
» Alamgir.
» Shah Jahan.
Farman of Shah Jahan,

Sanad of Mubammad Shah,
»” Alamgir.

» »

Pictures.

Frox Diwan Kisnan Kisnorr,
Mirza Jahangir.
Nadir Shah.
Guru Govind Singh,

158.
164.
155.
156.
157.
168,
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170,
171,
172,

178.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
174,

180..

181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.

187.

188.
189.

190.

' 3
Guru Harkrishan.
Raja Dhyan Singh.
Raja Gulab Singh.
Jamadar Khushhal Singh.
Raja Suchet Singh.
Raja Hira Singh.
Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
Diwan Devi Dyal.
An English Lady.
An English Gentleman.
Sir Henry Fane.
Hinda Gods”
Mahabharata.
Zenaoa Dogra Dress.
Raja Dina Nath.
Raja Gulab Singh.
Brij Lal Misr and others.
Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
Jowala Mukhi.
Khusro Shirin.

Froy Rar Sanig Wazir CHAND,

Haidar Ali.

Shahzada Khurram.

Jahangir and Nur Jaban.

Jabangir.

Aurangzeb

Scene of Sultan Ghori’s invasion.

Unknown.

Nawab Asaf-ud-Daula.

Dara Shikoh and Baba Lal.

Muhammad Sharif, grandfather of Nur Jahan.
Shahzada Kamran. .
Shah Jahan.

Guru Ram Das.

Guru Govind Singh.

A Sikh Prince. :

Guru Nanak (early age).

Raja Dalip Singh.

Guru Har Rai.
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191.
192
198.
194.
195.
196.
197.
19%,
. 199,
200.
201.
202,
203.
204.
205,
2086.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211,
212,
213.
214.

215.
216.
217.

218.

219.

Guru Ram Das.
Guru Angad.
Guru Arjan.

3 »
Guru Amar Das.
Guru Tegh Bahadur.
Guru Nanak.
Guru Govind Singh.
Guru Hargobind.
An unknown picture.

» 2 »

Guru Har Rai, -
Prithi Raj.

Guru Tegh Bahadur.

Guru Hargolind.

Guru Har Kishan.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

Guru Govind Singh’s sans.

Rana Partab.

Tan Sen.

Chandar Chalitar.

Nur Jahan.

Specimens of Calligraphy (four).

Court of Ranjit Singh (framed picture).

FroM THE Bowring COLLECTION.

Grants of land, Vijaynagar, about %50 A.D.
Letter from the Shah of Persia to Lord Hardinge.
Grants of land, Mysore, 1650.

Frod tue Lanore Pusric Linnary.

Zubdat-ut-Tawirikh.
Author:—Nur-ul-Haqq-Haqqi.

~ Contents :—General History of India from Shahabuddin Ghori to the

accession of Juh: angir (014 A M. being a revised and
- enlarged edition of 'I‘ankh -i-Haqqi by Abdul Haqq, father, of
Nur-ul-Taqq.

Chahdr Chaman,
Author :—Daulat Rai Saksena.
Contents :—General history of India up to 1225,

- $20.,
221,
228,

228,

4,

225,

226.

228,

229,

220.

231.

xxvil

Adtb-i-Klamgiri (See No 112). ) .

Tuhfa~i-Akbar Shahi (See No. 123).

Iqbil Nama-i-‘Alamgiri.

Author :—Unknown,

Contents :—An aoccount oi.‘le reign of Aurangzeb,

Tarikh-i-Sikhhin.

Author :—The Munshi of David Oohterlony

Contents — A brief account of the Pandavas and Kurus and the history of
the Sikhs from Guru Nanak up to Ranjit Singh’s interview
with Zaman Shah of Kabul (1811).

Tarikh-i-Sikhhin.

Author :—Swarup Lal.

tents :—A history in Urdu of the Sikh stls and other Rajput .
Conten States lnr{he Punjab in the Sikh time at the time of the

" Annexation.

Térdkh-i-Sikhban (Urdu).

Author :—Atar Singh, Chief of Badbaur. = . «.

Contents :—History of the descendants of Phal (Clnefs of Patiala, Nabha,
Jindh, eto.).

TArikh-i-Iradat Khan.

Author :—Mubdrak-ullah Wizih entntlpd Irddat Khén,

Contents :—A history of Farrukh Siyar and an account of his reign.

. ‘Ibrat Maqil.

Author :—Abdul Karim Kashmm

Contents :—A continuation of the ‘Ibrat Nima’ by Muhammad Qisim
bringing it to 1198 A.H. with a special account of Nadir .
Shah and Abmad Shah Abdali.

‘Ibrat Ndma.

Author :—Sayyad Muhammad Qisim ‘Ibrat. \

Contents :—History of the empxre of Delhi to the fall of the Sayyad
brothers.

T4rikh-i-Mubammad Shahi (also called Nidirat-uz-Zaméni),

Author :—Khushhal Chand Khatri.

Contents :—QGeneral history written with special reference to India
with a record of the reign of Muhammad Shah (1131-1161

AH).

Tuzak-i-Taimiri.

Author :—Alleged to be an autobiography, translated into Persian by
Al-Husaini.

Contents :—Autobiography of Tamerlane,

Tarikh-i-Sindh (See No, 86).



xxviii
£32. Thsikh-i-Shujai.
Author :—Muhammad Mastm (a servant of Shah Shuja).

- Contents :—History of Shah . Al ‘
233. Shih Jahin Nﬂmal.'y Shuja up to his disappearance in Arakan.

Author :—Mulla Zihid,

Contents :—An abridgment of the Shih Jahin Nima by Abdul Hamid

hori.

Frox tuz Bowring CovircTION.

234. Religious Exhortations to the Maulvig of Peshawar by the Akhupd of

Swit.

A picture of Akbar and Miriam after an original dra‘:'ing by Hashim, Court

painter of Shah Jahan,
Original drawing by Hashim, i
Two cases of selegtions from Mr, Bowring’s Collection were also shown. This

collection consists of #iree lang
ol e lasge volumes filled with letters !
, and needs careful arrangement and revision. There,u{:,r:rgx:‘):ng:zef‘t‘g:;;’

letters from every Gavernor-General, Commander-in-Chief and Secretary of

‘State and a detailed genealogical v i
collection is a very vglual?l: g::: teWle of every ruling family in Todia. The whole

.
-

APPENDIX G.

Rules regulating the access of the public to the Records
of the Government of India. '

Note.—These i
histonved eae rules .are applicable only to cases where documents are required for bond Ade

1. The Record Office is o i i
! pen daily (excepting Sundays, the-Chri
1113:;:21' }fu::ldays,. the October Pujahs ahd certain o%her festi’;:ls a:d bo;;fl:m:)" ltlll]d
of admission being 10-30 4.m.—4-30 P.x., on Saturdays 10-30 a.x —2yP,u ’

. 2. Persons wishing to examine the records
) ns of the Government of Indi
apply in writing to the Keeper of the Records @3, Goverm:en(i Pll]gcl: s{)‘;:sltd

al:utta), stating their office fessi i ificati
object with which they wish to g;?nfnsi:: ,Zilefllit.lqs or other qualifiations, and the

3. All applications should be dis
[ posed of by the Kee f i
mo:gcznrﬁes vl:le;h the rilles drawn gp from time to g’me by tht?e Be;ang]:ntfetzofl:i;ﬂ
ong. In the cass of records belonging to the Army, Foreign and

Political and islative D ; .
s Depafteg:ants,we epartments the Keeper is required to make a reference

<

R ' xxix

$ 4 Qovernment reserves to iteelf the right to refuse or to modify any
apglication. :

5. Inspection is allowed only in the Record Office itself.

+ 8. Permission must be obtainéd to take copies and extracts and to make use of
information gained from the records. _(Typed copies can be supplied by the Record
Department at the rate of 1 anna for 50 words.)

+7. Any person who uses the. records for purposes of historical rescarch and
publishes works based on those records is required to deposit one copy of his work
as soon as published, in the Record Department.

8. Persons not wishing or being unable themselves to examine the re.ords, -

should apply to the Keeper of the Records who will, if possible, arrange for the
search to be undertaken, at the cost of the applicant, either by the Assistants of the
Imperial Record Department or by some other reliable person. .

9. A separate slip shall be clearly written and sigued by every person for each
paper or volume he requires before any record can be produced. The slip is
returned to bim when he again hands over the record.

10. No person may have more than five ¢ original consultations’ or two
volumes out at a time.

11. Big folio volumes are to be placed on book-rests and handled as little as
pOSSiblB. ~ ’ qé' < - k

12. No person may lean on any of the dbeuments, or put one on top of
another or place upon them the paper en Which he is writing.

13. No sort of mark, pen, pencil or otherwise, may be made on any record.
Tracing is not permitted. ‘e

By order,
R. H. BLAKER,

Keeper of the Rezords of the

TuperiAL RECORD DEPARTMENT,
Government of India,

Calentta, 11 May 1920.
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Abbreviations :—Dept = Department ; . Gov.=Governor ; Govt=Government; I. H. R. C.=
Indian Historical Records Commission ; . R. D.=Ilmperial Record Department ; Secy= Secretary ;
Supdt = Saperintendent.

AppUr  Hawvip, CuiupHURI, PgrOFEssor, Govr COLLEGE, LAHORE, 3; paper read by,
18—23; see also Tarikh-i-Muszaffars

AGENCIES, see Ambala Agency ; Punjab Agencics

ABaLYas Bar, Indore records of the time of, xiv

Ambala Agency, records of, 2

ANNALS AND ANTIQUITIES OF RAJasTHAN (L1EUT.-Cor, J. Top), xiii

ANNUAL RRPORTS, of records offices, 4

AnCHEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT, surveys of the works of, xii

Anruy, see Old Coast Army

AyrAaxazeB, EMPEROR oF DxLHI, letters to and from Shah Sulaiman of Persia, 8—18

BarODA, condition of the records of, 45; committee for iuvestigating into the records of, xv;
reoord rooms of, 41 B

BaRODA, REPRESEXTATIVE OF, se¢ Ranadive, R. K.

Brxa@4L IN I756—1757 (S. C. HiLy), 48

Braicar Isawaw DAs, ADVOCATE OoF LAHORE, 39 S

Bixpiwa, of volumes, 40 e

BixoLEY, Gry, SIR A., 43

Braxze, R. H., Kxzrer oF THE RECORDS OF THE (tovT OF INDIA AND SECY 10 Inprax His-
ToBICAL Rxcoeps Commissfoy, 1, 46; uotes on the question of printing instead of
calendaring the General Letters, 43-3, i—xi

Box»ay, Govr oy, on translation of Marathi records, 45

Circvrra UnivErsiTY CoMMIssION, 1917-19, 6n historieal research, xi
CALENDARING, 3,4 ; of General Letters, 42-3, i—xi; of Punjab Records, 2 .

CABDBOARD BOX, 40

C4RE AND PRESERFATION OF OLD RECORDS IN NORTHERN INDIA STATES, 31—9 ; Aukm-
nama from Sri Guru Govind Singhji to the ancestor of the Ruling family of Patiala, 32;
documents of Ahmad Shah Abdali’s times in Patiala, 82; state papers formerly kept in the
private houses of d/wans, 32--3; scantiness of old records owing to the normal work of the
States beivg carried on verbally, 83; rcvenue records, 38 —4; judicial records, 33—4;
political records, 33; wmilitary records, 33 ; documeuts regarding grants of land, 33--4 ; record
rooms established, 34 ; how dicaments were preserved in record rooms, 34-5; growth of
records in Indian States after the Mutiny, 35-6; srrangement of records in Patiala, 35-6;

. Clamification and preservation of records in  Kashmir, 86—7; presept state of records in
Pathla, 37; political records in sawme, 87; prospect of a better treatwent of records, 88 ;
records preserved in old families, 38

Carrox, se¢ Cardboard box

CA!:I;O;::;‘.bolf; nl:l":g‘omr:;o :('l s,’ O:Smanmcripts, etc., exhibited before 1, H. R. €, xvi—xxviii;
CaT4L0GUE OF THE ORME MANUSCRIPTS IN TRE INDI4 OFFIOR (S. C. BiLn), xv.
CeNTRAL HISTORICAL As80CIATION, INDORE, xiv
Cx>TRAL PROYINCES GOVERNMENT, report on Pindari papers to be sent to, 44
CeNTRAL PROVIXCES RECORDS OFFICE, 44
CoLLEeEs,” of Lahore, Senior Professors present at the weeting of I. H. R, C,, 1

A

»
.



: xXxi

CONSTRUCTION AND ORGANIZATION OF RECORD R

A D 2 h O0OM I , 39—41: P.oudion

from fire, damp, insects and heat, 39; fixed degreo of te:a:':ntu? I:ud moh":m in record
rooms, 39—40 ; economy of space, 40; racks, 40; weodan bowrds, 40 ; cardboard boxes, 40;
fiattening and mending in 1. R. D., 40 ; rebinding of volumes, 40

CounrT or DIRECTORS, GENERAL LETTERS TO AXD FHOW, gee Gereral Letters
CussixedaM, Dr W, xii ’

Daxp, pretection of records from, 39

Dava KismaN Kavi, Six, Crixr Secy, Pariara, 32, 3; Y
Care and Preservation of Old Records in Norlh;-n I;-dat'; Spl:tpf: read by, 31=0; ses aleo

DxcAYING RECORDS, printing of, 48; recopying of, 42—3
DaspaTCHES, see General Letters

Dewax, D., CoLLEcTOR OF GRAzIPUR, 1

D1as, P., Ksgrer 0P REcOomrps, BENGAL, 1

Dopwzry, H.,, CuRATOR, MADRAS Rrcor
ATOR, p Ovrrcy, 1, 3, 42—3; ;
also Comstruction and Organization of Record Rooms o't Ingi'a paperrend by, 39—4L are

Drawinas, exbibited before I. H, R.C., 1

East INpIa CoXPAXY, as manufacturers in India, xii
EcoxoMic HIstoRY, of England, xii; of India, xii

EcoxoM1cs, original treatises, xi; Professors and students of, 44
EDUCATIONAL "RECORDS, publication of, # ’

ExaLAND, economic history of, xii
Exersr FacTorIEs IN INDIA (W. FosTER), xii
EYOLISH RECORDS, in the Pihjab, 2, 3

ExarsiTs, bef . H. i *
Reco;dl. ore I. H. R, C, 1, 3, 5, xvi—xxviii; se0 ‘am Drawings ; Manuscripts; Pictures;
FA0TORY RECORDS, xii

Frxaxcs DErARTMENT, GoVT OF INDLA, 2

FIRz, protection of records from, 89

FieMIx6ER, VEN. ARcHDEACON W. K., 1, 23, xii

Frarteving, inl. R. D, 4

FosTee, W., RRGISTRAR AND Syuebdr or Recomrps, INDIL OrricE, Xii

GareerT, H. L. O, ProPE3SOR OF HIsTORY, GOvT (OLLEGE. LAAORE, 1, 3-§

GexERAL LXTTERS, calendaring of, 42—3, i—xi; i ; ,
on the printing of, turt - from 1707, ,431 xi; not to be printed, 42—3; Mr Blaker's notes

—— TO AND PROM MADRAS, calendaring in progress, 42; printing uof, 43
Govuping, H. Ravwog, 2, 3
GOvRBRNMENTSH, see Bombay ; India; Punjab

g1Bg resea ch and publi H
y alt H f
G‘ANIS for encouragin, 8¢ r( na p blic on, 4 or lllltﬂ)llcal H‘le!ﬂ'th i ludure, v ful

GUPTR, B.A., CURBATOR 0¥ THE VIOTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, CALCUTTA, 1, 43
- .

HaxpBooxs, to records offices, 4

Hzxar, protection of records from, 89

Hiw, 8. C., 43, xv ’

HisTORICAL PAPRES, read before I. H. R. C,, 8

HISTORICAL BEOORDS, of the Panjab,’®, 3

HrsToRICAL RECOBDS CoMMISEION, see Indian Historical Records Commission,

xxxiii

“ HisToRICAL SOCIETY, PUNIAB, see Punjab Historieal Society

HIsTORY, original treatises, xi; Profewsorsar d students of, 44; see also Missing Links in the
History of Mugha! India, ete_ . .

HoLkAR STATE, see [udore e

HYDERABAD RECORDS, Xi

, [MPERIAL RRCORD DERPARTMENT, flattening and mending of records in, 40 ; rules governing access

to the records in, 46, xxviii
INDIA, economic history of, xii; foreign trade and shipping of, xii

IxDIa, GOVERNMENT OF, on the listing, calendsring and printing of record, 3

IxpIA OFFICE, recopying of decaying records of which copies exist in, 42—3

1xpIAN HisroricAr RRcoRDs COMMISSION, centres of meeting, 8, 4; exhibits before, 5 ; grants
for the work of, 44 ; distribution of the publications of records offices to members of, 45 ; office-
bearers and members, 1; place acd duwte of next meeting, 44; plan of work, 4; proceedings,
426 ; public meetiogs of, 1, 4; cecommendation from its members £ access to records offices,
xii )

IspIA¥ Statgs, Chief Ministers of, 45; publications of records officcs for the representatives of,
45 ; zee also Baroda ; Care and Preservation of Old Records in Northern India States ;
Indore ; Kashmir; Maratha States ; Patiala ; Phulkian States ; Punjab States

INDORE, grants for historical re search in, xv; records of, 45, xiv ; staff employed to organize the
records of, xiv L

—— CgNTRAL HISTORICAL ASSOOIATION OF, trainbng of its members, xiv

— REPRESENTATIVES OF, see Mathu Lal ; Phadke, NV

Iminasa Saverana (D. B. Panasyis), 44

»

JADUSATH SAREAR, PROFPES % 3, 18, 23 ; note on methods of encouraging reséarch,.u, =i, xii ;
paper read by, 5—8 ; repoft on Pindari manuscripts, xiii; see also Missing Links in the
History of Mughal India, etc

KARNAL, records connected with, 2 -
K AsEMIB, records of, 31; see also Care and Preservation of Old Records in Northern India
Statee .

KrepER OF RECORDS, BENGAL, fee Dias, P
KREPER OF THE RECORDS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, tee Blaker,R. H
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MANUSCRIPTS, exhibited before I‘H. R.C., 1, 3; relating to the Pindaris and Rajputana, xiii
relating to Punjab Agencies and States, 49

MARATEA HISTORY, materials in Indore, xv
MARATHA RECORDS, i

MiRATHA STATES, sketche: by Lient.-Col. J. Tud, xiii
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