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MESSAGE FROM HIS MAJESTY THE KING-
EMPEROR.

I learn with deep satisfaction that in response to the
invitation of my Viceroy, the Buling Princes and Chiefs,
representatives of the provincial Governments and leaders
of all ranksand sections of the community, European
and Indian, are meeting in Conference at Delhi to
re-affirm the abiding loyalty of the Indian people and
their resolutp will to prosecute to their utmost ability
and to the full limit of their resources, in association
with other members of the Empire, the war which our
-enemies have wantonly provoked and which they are
ruthlessly Wa.ging against the freedom of the world.
Great as has been India’s contribution to the common
cause of the allies it is by no means the full measure
of her resources and her strength. I rejoice to know
that their development and the fuller utilisation of her
man power will be the first care of the Conference.
The need of the Empire is India’s opportunity and I
am confident that under the sure guidance of my
Viceroy her people will not fail in their endeavours.
Recent events have made the struggle on the western
front more bitter and more intense. At the same time
the position in the Rast is menaced by disturbances in
Asia instigated by the enemy. It is of ever .increasing

importance that the operations of our armies in BEgypt,
B
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Palestine and Mesopotamia should be largely sustained
from India., I look confidently to the deliberations of
the Conference to promote a spirit of unity, a concentra-
tion of purpose and activity, and a cheerful acceptance

of sacrifices without which no high object, no lasting
victory, can be achieved.

OPENING SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE
VICEROY.

Your HIGHNESSES AND (GENTLEMEN :

- Delhi has seen many assemblages in her long history.
Three stand out in the recollection of living men. Lord
Lytton in Delhi proclaimed Queen Victoria as Empress
of India. Lord Curzon celebrated the accession of King
Edward as Emperor, and within recent memory our

King-Emperor showed himself to his people in this
historic city.

All these great gatherings were held with befitting
pomp and circumstance. There wus cloth of gold ;
there was blare of trumpets ; there was pageantry of
arms. They marked great moments in India’s history ;
the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland taking upon
herself a title which threw a challenge to the world that
she was monarch of this land and of its peoples; King
Edward reaffirming the great Queen’s act by claiming
your allegiance as her successor; and finally our
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King-Emperor coming in person and rece.siving your
homage and allegiance on the plains of Delhi.

But all* these great assemblies will have proved
empty and vain if the purpose of our gather;ng tl}l}:x;e
to-day be not fulfilled. To-day we are me1f Oiewisﬁ
Princes and peoples, from all the ends of India— :
I could have summoned more—with no pomp an
circumstance, no pageantry, no clash of arms or music,
to show that India’s word given in the soft days of II)ZTI(;:
holds good in the iron times of war; to prove that .
remains now as ever true to her salt. We are met >
then with quiet purpose and stern resolve to answe
the call which our King-Emperor makes to us.

And what is that call ? To-day after well-ni.gh fou;
completed years of war the guns are thundern;g ane
men are dying on the fields of Flarfders and of rafnflt
to settle the great issue—Is Right Might? or ?s Mlgh '
Right P—: and your Emperor calls upon Ind.la a‘i tflS
supreme moment to rally to his call and establish 1 \ ](1)1'
all time that Right is Might. Do T err when I state the
issue thus ? 'We hold that moral porpose should .1‘1110
the world, and that purpose is the achievement of right.

Can we say the same of our foes ? ' None of .u‘s :Z!;
forget the German Chancellor’s cyn.lcal avowal 1;1aw e
opening days of the war that ¢ necessity knows no oy ;)f
'We remember blazing Louvain. ‘We hear the cri

d and
children. Old men are shot: women are outrageB ;
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butchered. We have had the tale of German rule in
South-West Africa. And so I could go on with the
gruesome history of these four years. , : )
And now where do we stand? In the West the
armed hosts face each other locked in deadly conflict.
The battle sways this way and that. Our forces have
been pressed back under the weight of the German
armies released from the Russian front; but we are
unbroken. The battle is one of endurance. Each day
takes its awful toll of victims, and vietory will come to
him who endures to the end. We need have no fear,
for time and men are on our side. We can endure,
and Britain’s great daughter, the United States of

America, is pouring in men ready to take their place in
the stricken field. -

But in the meantime Germany with that thorough-
ness, which might have been devoted to a better cause,
has not been idle in the East. I will take your
minds back a few years. Germany has long cast her
eyes eastward. In her dream of world domination the
East has always loomed large, and many years ago
Germany concentrated her diplomacy on the moral and
political capture of Turkey. With Turkey as her
servitor a path to the Bast was open, and she could use
the influence and prestige of Turkey in the Moslem
world for the furtherance of her own aims. I need not
dwell on her pre-war plans in regard to the Baghdad

ot
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railway and other matters in Asia Minor and Mesopota-
mia. Shortly after the outbreak of war in Europe
Germany succeeded, with the help of a clique bound by
self-interest to her service, in dragging Turkey into a
war with which she had no concern, regardless of the
ruin caused to that unhappy country. Now in this
policy Germany was prompted not only by her craving
for Eastern dominion, but also by the hope that she
might cause thereby the maximum embarrassment in
the East to ber chief enemy, Great Britain. In the
first place, she hoped that the Moslems of India would
be duped into the belief that this secular war with
Turkey, thrust on us against our will, was a religious
war, and would be shaken in their allegiance to Great
Britain. But in this she was destined to disappointment.
The Indian Moslems were quick to realise that this was
not a matter of religion but a secular trap into which
they were too wise and too loyal to walk. The Indian
Moslems with their religion safeguarded and secured,
as it has always béen and always will be under British

- rule, have been loyal to the great Empire of whom they

form so vital a part. In thesecond place, Germany hoped
to secure an open and urmolested path to the Persian
Gulf whence she might harry Indian communications
and Indian commerce with her submarines, and perhaps

eventually hy intrigue and terrorism in Persia bring

war o the confines of India itself. But here again she
is thwarted. .Our gallant armies in Mesopotamia, to
which India has contributed so generously, have now

At



6

succeeded by victory after victory in securing the great
plains of Mesopotamia, so that no dangér can, I hope
and believe, again threaten us from that quarter. By
our operations in Mesopotamia we have not only
steadied the Middle FEast, but are defending India in
the best way possible from direct German aggression.

You will ask, where then is the menace of which the
Prime Minister speaks ?

The terrible revolution which has hurled Russia into
anarchy, has opened another door for Germany through
Southern Russia to the confines of Eastern Persia and
Afghanistan. At present famine, lawlessness and chaos
reign along the path which German forces would have
to traverse to approacﬁ us by that route;and as yet
preoccupied with the stupendous struggle in the West,
Germany has made no military move whatsoever in this
direction. But the door is open and we must be on our
guard. In this war as in no war before we have to look
ahead and prepare for every possible contingency.
Germany has not and could not yet have made any
military move in the direction I speak of, but she has
already, as is her wont, thrown out ‘into Central Asia

~ her pioneers of intrigue, her agents of disintegration.
The lesson she hag learnt from the Russian revolution
is that a stronger weapon than all the armaments that
money can buy or science devise, is the disruption of an
enemy by his own internal forces. To this end Germany
sapped and mined in Russia; to this end she will sap
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and mine through her agents in the Middle East, and
blow on the flame of anarchy in the hope that it may
spread and spread till it has enveloped the lands of her
enemies, regardless of all intervening havoe. When the
ground has thus been prepared then she will look for
her opportunity.

But there is a bright side to the picture. In the
north there is a bulwark against German intrigue and
German machinations. I refer to our staunch friend
and ally, His Majesty the Amir of Afghanistan. As you
are aware at the outbreak of the war His Majesty gave
his Royal word that, so long as the independence and
integrity of his kingdom ‘were not threatened, he would
maintain neutrality. He bhas kept his Royal word
unswervingly, in spite of every attempt of our enemies
to seduce him from his purpose and to embarrass his
position, and I do not believe that in the history of this
country the relations between any Amir of Afghanistan
and any Viceroy of India have been more cordial or
mutually confident than they are to-day. But in
Afghanistan, as in India, there are many ignorant people,
credulous people, fanatical people, such as at a time of
world-excitement may be carried away by any wind of
vain doctrine. Such persons may at any moment become
a serious embarrassment to wise and level-headed states-
manship, One of our first thoughts therefore at this time
must be how we can best assist the Amir of Afghanistan,
who has in the interests of his country which he loves,



8

and in accordance with the pledges which he has given,
kept his ship on a straight course of neutrality between
the reefs that have so often surrounded him. We can, L
believe, best do so by showing our enemies, first, that
India stands solid as rock and that the lJambent flame of
anarchical intrigue will find nothing inflammable in
this country,~—nay rather, will be smothered and
extinguished forthwith, should it approach, by the dead-
weight of our unity of purpose ; second, that shorld
ever our enemy have the hardihood to bring force in the
direction of our borders, we are ready with munitions
and men to fulfii our obligations to the Amir of
Afghanistan by assisting him in repelling foreign
aggression and further to guard our own with the whole
man-power and resources of India ready behind us.

I make no boast—nor is this a time for boasting—
but we are at the present moment very strong in India
in the military sense. This war has brought great
developments in military equipment, and we are not
behindhand in al} the latest military inventions. We
have seldom in recent years been so prepared as we are
to-day ; and those misguided people on our frontiers
who during the past year relied on our being unprepared
and weak in troops have found out their mistake to
their cost. But this does not mean that we can fold
our hands, and take our security for granted. We must
take no risks, and whenever the call may come, and
Whatever it may be, we must be ready to meet it.
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We have supplied and are now supplying Palestine
and Mesopotamia with large forces and the necessary
reinforcements, and we are in close communication with
the military authorities at home with regard fo all
future requirements.

First of our obligations stands the supply of men for
our armies.

I bhave no doubt that if we adhered to our present
methods of recruitment we should continue to secure a
large number of men. But I have felt that it would
not be right to pursue such a policy. I want to feel
that I am carrying India herself along with the Empire
at large ; I want her to realise that this is her war ; and
that her sons who go forth to fight go to fight for their
own Motherland. And so now that the Prime Minister
has sent forth his trumpet call and spoken of the
menace to the East, I have thought it well to take you
into my complete confidence and tell you how the
matter stands. There is no reason for apprehension,
Forewarned, we are forearmed. And if we stand
united against the common foe, we have no-
cause for fear. India is true to her allegiance.
India stands for the right. No man addressing such
an audience, and stating such a cause, can doubt for
one moment what the response will be. I have spoken
of the cause. I have told you of the death-grip on the
Western Front. I have unfolded to you the story of
German machinations in the East.
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If the war were to stop to-morrow, the tale of India’s
share in the Great War would form no unworthy page
in her glorious annals. Her sons have fought not with-
out glory on every front. In East Africa, in Palestine,
in  Mesopotamia, they have borme away victorious
laurels. They still flock to the colours. But until
victory is achieved we cannot relax our efforts, and I
have summoned you to Delhi not simply that you may
listen to me, move resolutions and then disperse, but I
have asked you to come and help with your counsel and
advice now, and with your perscnal endeavour when
you return to your homes. In due course you will be
invited to appoint two Committees—one on Man-Power
and another on Resources. The Commander-in-Chief
and other Members of my Executive Council, assisted
by: expert advisers, will lay before the Committees
information which will enable them to review the situa-
tion, and report to the Conference on Monday.

1 might speak to you to-day of the help which India
could give in many directions. We can of our plenty
give more to those who go short. We can become more
self-sufficing. We can learn to do without things.

But these are questions which can be better discussed in
Committee.

There is one matter, however, which is in the domain
of the Imperial Council, with regard to which I must
make brief allusion, T refer to finance. We have had
to meet large military expenditure and the heavy
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Council drawings required to finance exports of national
importance ; and the strain, which the provision of
these large amounts in India has thrown on wus, has
been mainly due to the difficulty of supplementing our
resources by specie remittances on a scale commensurate
with our requirements. Remittances in the form of
gold have been limited by the necessity of conserving
the central gold resources of the Empire and the Allies,
while in the case of silver we have been prevented from
obtaining the supplies we desired by the large competi-
tive demands of other countries for this metal.

In the latter respect I am glad to be able to state
that we now hope that this strain will shortly be consi-
derably relieved. Arrangements have been made under
which the United States Government will supply us
with a very large quantity of silver which they have
taken powers by legislation to set free from their
Currency Reserve. We may thus expect in the near
future very substantial remittances in the form of silver.
I am glad to have this opportunity of expressing our
hearty obligations to the American Government for the
valuable assistance which they are giving usin the
matter. It may be some time before this silver will
arrive; but the knowledge that it is on the way will, I
am sure, form an adequate answer to the rumours
which have Dbeen spread, through ignorance or malig-
nity, as to the possibility of our being unable to meet
in full our obligations in respect of currency mnotes,
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and will show that such rumours are entirely with-
outfoundation. Thehelp which is thus being afforded
us will moreover be of the greatest value by enabling
us to continue to render the full and effective assist-
ance to the finance of the war which we desire to give.

I invite now the co-operation of all in securing the
success of the coming War Loan. 'We are nof yet in a
position to fix a date for the new loan, because that
must depend on satisfactory money-market conditions,
which do not at present obtain.

How 1India can best render further financial
assistance is a matter which must engage our earnest
attention. TLater on, when the position is clearer than
at present, we propose to consider, in conjunction with
the Legislative Council, for this is a matter essentially
in its sphere, how far it will be feasible for India to
increase the direct financial contribution she has already
made to His Majesty’s Government, or in what other
way she can assist financially. If additional taxation
should be necessary, we shall not shrink from proposing
it, and I am sure that you will gladly bear it. But at
the present moment, we have to concentrate our efforts
on that form of assistance which India can most readily
and usefully give in connection with the present crisis
that is the increage of her combatant power and of her
production for war purposes.

Let me now return to the larger theme. While I am
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speaking the great issue still hangs on the balance upon
the battle-fields of France. It is there thatthe ultimate
decision of India’s fate will be taken. I have told you
of the situation in the East, not because I think your
pulses can only be quickened by an indication of
peril to yourselves, but because through it you may be
able to see clearly where our path of duty lies. Let me
be able to tell the Primé Minister that he need have no
fear for the East; that here India will do watch and
ward ; that here she will take full responsibility.

But if we are to do these things we must close our
ranks. In the face of the common danger there is no
room for smaller issues.  The liberty of the world must
be won before our aspirations for the liberalising of
Indian political institutions can acquire any tangible
meaning.  And surely no one can say that India has
any cause for complaint on this score. It was only in
August last that the momentous declaration of policy by
His Majesty’s Government was made. Close on the
heels of that announcement the Secretary of State came
out to India, and he and I have been at work on the
problem for the past six months. Mr. Montagu is now
on his way home carrying with him our joint report
and recommendations.  He would have felt it a great
privilege to be here to-day, but it was not possible. He
had already stayed in India far beyond the time which
had been contemplated for his visit. But he has left
in the full and certain confidence that India will not
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prove deaf to the call which has been made, and that
she will take such steps as may enable her to respond.
I read with great satisfaction, and England will read
with great satisfaction, the telegram of the non-official
Members of the Bengal Legislative Council in which
they expressed their trust ¢ that the people of India
will put aside all difference of opinion and disputes,
and will concentrate their whole energy upon a supreme
endeavour to prevent the tyranny of the German Empire
from engulfing the whole world.”” Surely that should be
theaim of us all. Tam ready — aye! more than ready —
to concert with those who will meet me on this common
platform. But in these days of stress and strain it is
idle to ask men to come together who disagree on first
principles. While they are wrangling over those, the
house is burning. There are those who would exploit
England’s difficulty. I believe that these people gravely
misinterpret India’s attitude. T am sure that there are
none here who will countenance such a policy. There
are those again who would wish to bargain. Again, I
decline to believe that any one has come to this Con-
ference in a huckstering spirit. ~ Lastly, there are some
who would busy themselves with this thing or that. To
these I would say that, as at home and in other countries
we have felt it our duty not to be unmindful of the great
problems of reconstruction which will inevitably face
all countries when this great waris over. But our task
in this respect is now over for the present. We have
heard all those who had a right to be heard, and we have
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a right to ask for patience. No decisive steps will be
taken without opportunity being given for discussion and
criticism. Let me then take Burke’s immortal phrase
and say “ Let us pass on. For God’s sake, let us pass on.”

Everywhere throughout His Majesty’s dominions
beyond the seas men are flocking to the colours.
Wherever the British flag fliesin the dominions every
nerve is being strained to bring all help in this supreme
moment.

‘We must not, we will not, bave it said that India was
one whit behind the rest of the Empire. T know, I am
sure, that in saying this I am merely anticipating the
decision of this Conference.

In this great world conflagration all the nations are
being tried by fire and the dross is being purged away.
‘We may ask ourselves how can this thing be, but we
may be confident that it is not without divine purpose ;
that the peoples are being tested as by fire; and that
for those who come out purified and refined there are
spacious days abead. So may it be with India, and
you who have come to this Conference have India’s
good name in your hands. The eyes of the world
are upon you. I am sure you will quit yourselves like
men.

After the close of his speech His Excellency the
Viceroy read the gracious message from His Majesty
the King-Emperor.
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Proceedings at the meeting of the Conference on
Monday, April 29, 1918.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY :

Your HiGHNESSES AND GENTLEMEN, before proceed-
ing with the agenda which you all have in your hands
I wish to inform this Conference that I have received
notice of a resolution from the Hon’ble Mr. Khaparde.
The resolution is as follows :—

““That this Conference recommends that in
order to invoke whole-hearted and real enthusiasm
amongst the people of India, and successfully to
mobilise the man-power and material and money,
the Government in England should without delay
introduce a bill into Parlisment meeting the
demands of the people to establish responsible
government in India within a reasonable period
which would be specified in the Statute.

We feel confident that the inanguration of this
measure will. make our people feel that they are
fighting for their Motherland and for freedom in
the defence of their own rights, rights in an Empire
in which they possess the same status as other
members thereof ; and we are further sure that if
the imagination of our country is captured and
its enthusiasm so encouraged it can easily equip
iteelf to be in the language of the Premier  the
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bulwark which will save Asia from the tide of
oppression and disorder.’

This Conference recommends that all racial
distinctions should be removed forthwith and
Indians and Europeans should be treated as the
King’s equal subjects in all departments of
public affairs.”

I have no intention myself of discussing the merits
or demerits of the proposed resolution but I think out
of respeot to the Conference and courtesy to the Hon’ble
Member who has given notice of the resolution that I
should inform the Conference of the reasons, the
paramount, the cogent, reasons Which impel me to
declare the resolation out of order. Now, in the first
place, this Conference is a War Oonference, it has been
summoned for the purpose of discussing how best India
can help the Empire in Man Power and in the matter
of Resources. Well, to my mind, it is & fundamental
principle governing all public meetings that a qulic
meeting should confine itself to the matter for the
discussion of which it has been called together and en
this fundamental ground I feel it is necessary in the first
‘place to say that this resolution does not come within
the scope of this Conference, and gecondly to remind
Hon’ble Members also that they have been summoned
a8 representatives from various parts of India not

because of their qualifications to discuss large questions:
' ) 0
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of policy, questions which should be discussed in the
Imperial Council and other Councils but to consider
this one sole object. I think it would be unreasonable
to ask Hon’ble Members who have come here to go
outside their sphere, as I should have to do, if I were to
admit them to a discussion of that sort.

But there is another point that I should like to bring:
before this Conference. If I were to admit this resolu-
tion I should have to admit discussions on any questiop
which any Hon’ble Member of this Conference considers
should be treated as a condition precedent to the
proposals for the assistance of the Empire. I would ask
Hon’ble Members of this Conference to consider what

an impossible situation might thereby arise. We should

have to discuss many subjects—I do not discuss their
merits,—many subjects and by the time we had finished
these subjects we should not have got to the matter in
hand. I would ask the Hon’ble Member who suggested
this resolution to consider how unreasonable it would
be for all you busy men who have come together here,
who have been asked for one particular purpose to
disouss this question here when there is a tribunal before
which these matters are discussed.

L]

But there is a 1ast point which I should like to bring
prominently to the notice of the Hon’ble Member who
wishes to move this resolution, and that is this. This
Conference is composed not only of representatives from
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British India, but many of the Ruling Princes have-

come here to show that in this Imperial maiter they
have no interest distinct from British India itself.

There is a fundamental governing principle which rules.

the relations between the Native States and British
India, and that is, that we in British India do not
interfere in the internal concerns of Native States.

And conversely we do not expect their Highnesses to

interfere in our affairs. Therefore on this occasion we

should be asking, if this resolution were admitted, we:
should be asking their Highnesses to discuss and to vote:

on a matter which I for one distinctly say is not in their

purview, and I feel that their Highnesses would be the:

first to disclaim any wish to do so and would in fact
decline to do it. Therefore, on all thesg grounds I am
bound to rule this resolution out of order.

I gave the Hon’ble Member notice of my intention,.
and I told him that I should put the resolution as he
drafted it before the Conference, and I also told him that

I should inform the Conference of the considered opinion

which I have arrived at upon his resolution to show
that I had counsidered it carefully and after due consider-
ation had felt that it was not in my power to accept it.

c 2
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Resolution No. I.

. HIS HIGENESS THE GAEKWAR OF BARODA:

Your BxXCELLENOY, we have all heard with pro-
found respect the gracious message of His Majesty the
King-Emperor, and I have now to request you to conveys
on behalf of all my Brother Princes and tbe People of
India, an assurance of our unswerving loyalty and
abiding attachment to His Majesty’s person and throne,
in this hour of the Empire’s need.

His Majesty’s stirring message has not fallen on deaf
ears; His clarion call will evoke a sense of duty in all
hearts throughout this land. His Majesty has generously
appealed t0 our sense of patriotic unity and I am confi-

dent that the results of this Conference will demonstrate

that trust will beget trust; that India, feeling the
identity of her interests with the rest of the Empire, will
leave 1o stone unturned to play her réle in a manner
befitting her proud position as a partner in the greatest
empire history has ever chronicled.

With intimate mutual knowledge, common aims and
objects, and a concentration of identical purpose, our
resources, which we have all placed at the disposal of
His Majesty the King-Emperor, will assuredly be

strengthened a thousandfold, and we can look forward 0 '
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the ultimate end of this great war "with cheerful confi-

dence and supreme faith, in the final victory of right over
might. '

I have now great pleasure in moving the first,
resolution entrusted to me :—

“ That this Conference authorises and requests
His Excellency the Viceroy to convey to His
Majesty the King Emperor an expression of India’s
dutiful and loyal response to His gracious message
and an assurance of her determination to continue
to do her duty to her utmost capacity in the great
crisis through which the Empire is passing.”

HER HIGHNESS THE BEGUM OF BHOPAL: -

My Lorp, with your permission T rise to say a
very few words in support of the resolution moved in
such eloquent terms by His Highness the Maharaja

.Gaekwar. There are times when words are but a poor
“vehicle for one’s thoughts, and I assure Your Excellency

that I find it difficult adequately to express the feelings
awakened in me by the gracious message from His
Majesty the King-Emperor, feelings, which are shared
by Princes and people alike throughout the country.
Devotion to the British Crown is writ large on every
page of Indiad history. It is a heritage of imperishable
glory, and every one of us is proud of it. Consecrated
by a union which has brought India peace, prosperity
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-and happiness, the out-standing and imperative needs of
this country, India hasbeen rightly called the brightest
Jewel of the British Crown, and in this hour of supreme
necessity, when the British Empire is stemming the
-onrush of forces of barbarism which threaten to shatter
the whole fabric of human law and justice, it is ohly
natural that the King-Emperor's words should evoke
in this land a dutiful and loyal response. India,
Your Excellency, will never fail the Empire in her
hour of need. I trust that Your Excellency will, in the
name of the whole country, assure His Imperial Majesty
that in the development of our resources, in the
fullest utilisation of our man- power, nay in response
to any call, which the Empire may make at this
fateful juncture in the history of the world, we will

leave nothing undone to justify the confidence, the

love, the sympathy with which the King-Emperor has

always honoured us. The need of the Empire is-

undoubtedly India’s opportunity. It is our opportunity
for adding to our brilliant record, of proving once
more in this ordeal of blood and ﬁre, that we are really
worthy of the message we have received from our
King-Emperor. Now that the War has entered ‘upon
a more intense phase, we assure you that it will never
be said of India that in this supreme crisis India,
‘when weighed jn the balance, was found to be
wanting. Of this bright jewel of the Crown we will

never dim the lustre—nay we wish to add to its brilli-
ance.
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA SCINDIA OF
GWALIOR :

Your ExceLLENCcY, BRoOTHER PRINCES AND
GENTLEMEN, I rise to support the resolution which
hasjust been seconded by her Her Highness the
Begum Sahiba of Bhopal.

Your Excellency, Brother Princes and Gentlemen,
although I am not speaking just now in a representative
w@pacity yet I feel sure that in view of the terms of
the resolution I can confidently assume the réle of a
ipokesman for all the Princes and people of India.

I am convinced that His Majesty the King-Emperor
10 more stands in need of assurances as to our loyalty
;0 his cause or as to our determination to do our duty
in the present juncture than we do as to his gracious
concern for our welfare. It is this concern for India’s
safety, her immediate need, and her future prosperity,
that has impelled His Majesty to send the message
'whlch His Excellency the Viceroy communicated to
wus on April the 27th. And it is the natural complement
and counterpart of that concern which makes us
‘mwardly conscious of the feeling that an' assurance of
'our sense of duty must be conveyed to His Majesty
~our Emperor in words instinct with unaffected sincerity.

: i' However superfluous may bef the assurances on either
! side, we should not be human if they did not cheer and
" refresh in this hour of the Empire’s ordeal. Let us
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therefore with one voice acclaim the message which
proceeded from His Majesty’s gracious solicitude for
his people. And while blessing him silently for never
forgetting us when in danger let us also articulate our
acknowledgments and suffer to come up to our lips
the gratitude which is deep down in our hearts. ;

4 . ,

Your Excellency, Brother Princes and Gentlemen,
permit me o say that in this country we may diffyr
in polities, we may differ in religion, we may differ i
one or the other detail but as regards one matter there
- is, I believe, no difference of opinion. That matter is
the resolve to perpetuate the Empire. To that end we-
must will, with all our heart and all our might, ta
come victorionsly out of the present struggle, a struggleg
which was doubtless forced upon us with the deliberate
intent to disintegrate the Empire or at least to jeopardise
its envied solidarity. If I am right in this opinion, and
1 believe it is the opinion which has found acceptance.
in most countries, then Isay we ought to stick at no
effort and spare no sacrifice to 'strengthen ourselves |
against that danger. To do so is not only our duty !{
but also a matter of legitimate pride, |

Let us not forget that the liberty of the world
depends upon the issue of this War. As sure as the sun.
shines, that Yiberty is safé if we win it, and, by God’s

grace and under His Divine guidance, we certainly shall
win it.
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. *

‘When the British Empire, which stands for justice,

for equal rights and righteous relations, has vindicated

itself and its moral basis, then the world will behold

a union of hearts which can only spring from equal

rights and opportunities, and India’s recognition as

a partner in the joint family will be the merited reward

of her unflagging devotion and invaluable co-operation
in the cause of the Empire in the hour of her need.

* Your Excellency, Brother Princes and Gentlemen,
I heartily support the resolution to authorise and
request Your Excellency to convey to His Majesty the
King-Emperor an expression of India’s dutiful and

. loyal response to his gracious message and an assurance
* of her determination to continue to do her duty to
* utmost capacity in the great crisis through which the

Empire is passing.

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA OF BIKANER: “

Your EXCELLEXCY, it affords me the greatest pleasure
to rise and support this resolution. The time is verily
one for active deeds and not for mere words, and so L
will try to be as brief as possible ; and happily the loyalty
of India needs no argument. Her achievements in the
present war stand as witness, The services which India
is proud to .have rendered tothe Bmpire in this most
momentous and grimmest of struggles are the outcome
of her unquestioned and whole-hearted loyalty and
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devotion to the person and thronme of His Imperial
Majesty, our beloved King-Emperor, loyalty deeply
instilled in the hearts of the Indians by our religion,
traditional characteristics and sentiment, dating to our
ancient civilization thousands of years back, loyalty
which has become the very essence of our life and soul,
loyalty which has no price and is not for barter or for
sale. The might of Great Britain and the unquestioned
supremacy of the all-powerful Navy of our King-
Emperor has kept the war away from our shores. The
threat to India may consequently seem to some as a very
distant one, but we have now to look ahead and to
prepare ourselves in real earnest, rot only to render
the utmost possible assistance to the Empire, but also
to defend, if need be, our very hearths and homes. Woe
betide the country and the nation that is not capable
of defending itself. The necessity of to-day is not an
ordinary one, and itis essential that all our energy
should be devoted to the one supreme question of the
" moment before which all other questions, however vital,

at once become for the time bein
importance. If

a successful invy,

g of secondary
every one will only try to realise what
sion of India would mean in devasta-
tion of the country, chaos, rapine, anarchy and the
transportation and murder of even its civilian popula-
tion, even its women and children, the horrors of which
can only be realised by those who have witnessed the
tragedy in Belgium and France, then there will be no

fear of their failing to co-operate to their utmost with
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the British Government in preventing that danger from
becoming a grimreality. And how much worse would
such an invasion be by such an unscrupulous enemy as'the
Germans, who aim at world-domination and the subjec-
tion of all countries and nations; who regard s.;acred
treaties as scraps of paper, and solemn promlses. as
lightly to be violated to suit their convenience,.excusmg
such outrage by advancing the plez? thai.: necessity knows
no law. Are we not therefore justified in our conﬁdegs.e
that the gracious and inspiring message fromY is
Iraperial Majesty, the earnest. appeal from h (;}t:r
Excellency at the opening of this Oonferencej, an ke
crisis with which we are face to face to-day will evt()1 t]i
a hearty respomse throughout the lengtl.l and brea

of India, and that the deliberations of this Confel:ence
will lead to redoubled efforts and yet further sa?nﬁce:
on the part of the Princes and people for Iﬂila,l !:()1
only for the good name and defence of our M.ot er ;\f ,
but for the honour and glory of the Emplre and for
victory and the ultimate overthrow of Prussian tyrann.y
and of Prussia, so that liberty and freedom may once

again reign supreme P

As for myself personally and my State, 1 do nol‘t
think it necessary at this stage t0 troubl.e Your Exce1 -
lency with any details, but I would like to state ;n y
one or two important directions in which we ;;e
endeavoured loyally to serve our K‘mg-Empe.arorf. y
troops, nearly two and a half times their Iormer
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sanctioned field service strength, have been continuously
away on active service since 1914.

We have not only maintained them at full strength
in the field, but kept a substantial standing reserve, and
when a further reinforcement of men running into three
figures was sent in March last, the deficiency was made
good practically within a fortnight. Close on 1,000
men have been enlisted in the Imperial Army from my
State, almost wholly through the State War Board,
since January 1st this year, a record which, in spite of
our comparatively limited number of fighting men, we
hope to beat in the near future. In financial assistance,

tou, our war expenditure and contributions have been,

I hope, commensurate with our resources. My State

headed the list in Rajputana in the War Loan subserip-
" tions last year, whilst we secured the fifth place among
all the States of India as regards Our-Day contribu-
tions. Subsequent to the exchange of telegrams between
Your Excellency and the Prime Minister, I telegraphed
some days ago to Your Excellency renewing the assurance
communicated at the outbreak of war, of our whole-
hearted and loya) support and once again placing my
personal services and all my troops and resources of my
State at the command of His Majesty the King-
Emperor. We fully realise that the interests of the
British Empire and of the States are so closely
bound together that the States stand or fall with
the British Empire, and, please God, they will stand. In
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short, we bave always endeavoured to render the utmost
service in our power to our King-Emperor, and I can
only say that the efforts of my people s.hall not be
relaxed, but rather increased so far as 1s humanly
possible.  Your Excellency, I feel confident that that
will also be the attitude of all the Ruling Princes
throughout India and that our constant care Wil} be to
prove ourselves worthy of our position as allies and
friends.

HIS HIGENESS THE MAHARAJA OF PATIALA:

Your ExCELLENCY, the day before yesterday we all
listened with quickened pulses and with rapt attention
to Your Excellency’s address and the message of His
Majesty the King-Emperor to the Princes and people of
India. No one who had the honour of listening to- the
gracious message could help being struck with the
tender solicitude which His Majesty expresses for all of
us, and the kind appreciation of our services whioh
every word of the message breathes is no small reward
for whatever humble services we have been able to
render to His Majesty and the Empire.

Our efforts have been spontaneous and born of our
deeply-rooted sense of loyalty and duty. We have done
nothing in a spirit of expectation of rewards. But'the
gracious way, 80 peculiarly His own, in which His
Majesty has shown his appreciation, has not failed to
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touch our loyal hearts and will act as g vigorous
incentive for us to re-double our efforts and to justify
the expectations of His Majesty based on the noble
traditions of India and her people. I consider it
unnecessary to talk platitudes, but I shall sdy that
whenever expression ig given to the whole-hearted
devotion which the Indian Princes and the Indian
people experience for the King-Emperor, that expression
is not merely a formality but the outcome of the most
genuine feelings arising from the innermost recesses of
loyal and devoted hearts. To be loyal, to be grateful,
to venerate the King-Emperor, is a quality in the
possession of which Indians are unsurpassed. I am sure
I am voicing the opinjon of the whole order of Indian
Princes when I say that, as devoted allies of His Majesty
and the sincere well-wishers and friends of the British
Government, we are prepared to do our duty to our
utmost capacity. The benefits which the British Raj
bas conferred on India are too well known and too clearly
realised to need further emphasis from me on this
occasion.  'We have enjoyed undisturbed peace and
prosperity, and now that these priceless boons are
menaced by the Germans we should rise like one man
to avert the menace and make it impossible for
the enemy to venture to disturb the tranquillity of

the country. T am sure that the Princes and people of

India will most cheerfully give a hearty response to the
stirring message of His Imperial Majesty and the appeal
of Your Excellency, and with one heart do all that is

humanly possible to help His Majesty and his brave
allies to win a complete victory over the fOf'ces of dar];ne.ss
and aggressive militarism, 2 vi.ctory which Wlll. remain
an important landmark in the history of the nations.

T do not wish to say anything more. Words. are too
inadequate to express all that we feel. Let us like men
prove our loyalty not by words but by deeds,

With these few words 1 beg to. support the
resolution.

HON’BLE Mr. SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA:

Your EXCELLENCY, YOUR HIGHNESSES AND GENTLI;-
MEN, to-day’s Conference with which Youx: Excc? -
lency’s honoured name will always be aS.SO'CIated(.i in
history is a notable event in the annals of ]-3r1tlsh Indian
administration. It commemorates a striking departure
from its time-honoured traditions. Never was the

Empire confronted with a graver Crisis; never wasa

Conference assembled under conditions more solemn
and richer in the promises of developments calcfulated
to confer lasting benefits upon the people of India and
upon that great Empire with whose fortunes ours are

sindissolubly linked together, My Lord, to-day the

Princes and the people of India, aided by higl? Govern-
ment officials, are assembled in solemn c.onventlon under
Your Excellency’s presidency to dev.lse and conce-rt
measures that will, if T may be permitted tq say 8o in

~
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the felicitous langﬁage of Your Excellency, safeguard
the sacred soil of the Motherland.

My Lord, coming events cast their shadows before,
and to me it seems that nothing could be more meet or
proper, more in conformity with the fitness of things,
than that, on the threshold of the great experiment of
responsible government, this national convention should
meet for the highest national and imperial purposes.
My Lord, the moral significance of this demonstration
is not to be overlooked. We, the people of India, have
done our best, or at any rate have tried to do our best,
in the service of the Empire. But there were those
visitors of hostile origin who, on the eve of the outbreak
of the war, indulged in' the wildest dreams. German
visitors to India on the eye of the war submitted
fantastic reports about the situation in this country.
They anticipated trouble in India such as was witnessed
in Ireland; they anticipated domestic dissensions in
our camp; they anticipated the triumph of insidious
foreign intrigue in the sacred soil of the Motherland.
All these dreams have vanished, they have disappeared
into the unknown like the baseless fabrie of a vision.
But we are not out of danger. The -German menace

darkly frowns upon the situation. In the language of '
. o]

the Prime Minister the intrigue of Germany bids fair
to cast its darkening shadows @0{1 the eastern
hex.nisphere; and at this psycho\l(igical moment the
Princes and the people of India,iassembled in solemn

yd
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convention, proclaim to the nations of the earth, to the
enemies of England in particular, that they are resolved
as one man to stand by the Empire in this supreme
crisis, and that the changing and evanescent phases of
the war will not alter by one hair’s breadth their
determination to shed the last drop of their blood and
spend the last penny in their coffersin the service of
that great Empire to which we are all so proud to

belong.

My Lord, we Indians are wedded to the exalted

ethical traditions of the East, sanctified by the hallowed

memories of the divinely inspired founder of Islamism

and of that saintly prince who flung away the
splendours of royalty in order that he might become the
apostle of humanity. These are the exalted traditions

of the Bast. The British Empire to which we belong
stands for justice and freedom, the bulwark of justice
and freedom against the aggression of the Huns. Our

sovereign has drawn his sword in the cause of

righteousness, for the protection of the rights of minor
nationalities, for the vindication of the sanctity of
treaty obligatiops. I ask, is there an Indian within the
range of my voice or outside the rangs of my voice,
no matter what may be the character or the complexion
of his religious faith or of his political convictions, be
he a prince or a peasant, who, witnessing this titanic
conflict, does not feel a glow of patriotic fervour and

an added resolve to participatein the sufferings and the
' D
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sacrifices incidental to this colossal world war ¢ My
Lord, if Your Excellency will permit me to make a
personal remark, I will say this, that if Twere 40 years
younger, or if perennial youth had been vouchsafed
to me as it was vouchsafed to some of the gods of old,
I should have deemed it the pride and the privilege
of my life to have enlisted as a private soldier in
the Bengali battalion now fighting in Mesopotamia.
However that may be, such is our unalterable faith in the
supremacy of the moral laws that govern the universe,
that we are firmly assured of the ultimate success of
the Allies, of the complete vindication of the principles
for which they are fighting, of their extension to
our people, and of our eventual participation in this
triumph. The portals of the temple of Liberty will be
flung wide open to us as the result of this war.
':Pher efore, my Lord, every one of us, prince or peasant,
1s directly, Personally, interested in the success of this
war. The Maharajas have testified to the ioyalty of
their people. My Lord, speaking of the educated
community, T will say that we are devotedly attached
to the Person of His Majesty and to the British
connection. Our loyalty has its roots in the emotions,
but it is dominated by the behests of the reasoned

judgment, for we believe that with the stability and

indeed the permanence of British rule are bound up
the best prospects of India’s g
the fulfilment of our hi

Lord, T believe that we,

dvancement, nay more,
gh mission in history. My
the people of India, still have &
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great mission before us in the future. I was described
as an impatient idealist in this Council Chamber. I am
somewhat of an idealist, impatient or patient. I have
an undying faith in the destinies of my race. In the
morning of the world, when Asoka and Kaniksha
reigned, our ancestors were the spiritual leaders of
mankind. That is their destined portion, their mission
in the future of humanity, and that mission can
only be fulfilled by association with and through the
co-operation of a great Empire such as the Empire
of Britain is to-day. My Lord, our permanent
association with the British Empire thus becomes an
indissoluble fact in the evolution of our national
destinies. That is my political creed, has been my
political creed through a period of 50 years, and I
venture to submit that that is the political creed of
educated India.

One word more, my Lord, and I am done. We
return to our homes strengthened and confirmed in the
determination to do all that we can to assist the Empire
in mobilising our men and our IOREy. We hLave
difficulties; we appeal to Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment to remove them and to afford us facilities. And
may I be permitted to appeal to Your Excellency. to
follow the policy which indeed is your own policy
of trust and courageous confidence in. the pe’ople, a
policy, which in the words of the ‘‘ Pioneer ’’ news-

paper, will appeal to their imagination. Such a p;)licy
D



] 36

will evoke their enthusiastic gratitude, their whole-
hearted co-operation. It is such a policy that enthroned
Akbar and his Government in the hearts of the people,
and we commend it to the acceptance of the British
Government. My Lord, you bave asked us to make
such sacrifices as may be necessary to safeguard the
sacred soil of the Motherland. We desire to assure
Your Excellency of our wholehearted response to this
appeal. The word Motherland strikes a responsive chord

in our hearts, and calls forth all that is highest and
noblest and purest in our nature.

My Lord, 1 hope that the German menace will melt
away ; but if it does not, if the Germans come and come
within a measureable distance of our frontiers, then I
will say this that behind the serried ranks of one of the
finest armies in the world they will find the multitudi-
nous races and people of India banded together as one
man and resolved to die in the defence of their hearth
and homes, the sacred soil of their Motherland and of
that great Empire which now stands before the civilized
world as the emblem of justice and freedom. That, my

Lord, _iS our reply to the German menace. May it be
proclaimed through the four corners of the world, may

it be soynded in the streets of Berlin, may it be
cbmmunicated to the supreme German command.

It is: 00t a message of bravado but the deliberate
expression of the national resolve which we are prepared
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to ratify, to seal and to consecrate with the blood
and the treasure of our Princesand of our people. India
will not fail in her duty in the supreme crisis of the
Empire. We are devotedly attached to the British
connection, whole-heartedly responsive to the call of the
Empire, for we feel, my Lord, thatitis a call from on
high, from the Great Disposer of the destinies of menand
nations, from the God of justice and freedom.

HON’BLE RAJA OF MAHMUDABAD:

My Lorp, it is not only a privilege but a duty
which I rise to perform. I am deeply sensible of the
privilege that I should have been selected to support the
resolution which my illustrious friend His Highness the
Gaekwar of Baroda has proposed in such eloquent and
fitting terms ; and which has been supported by the ?ther
great Princes of India, and by su.ch a distinguished
representative of the people as my friend the Hon’ble Mr.
Surendranath Banerjea and is to besupported by other
equally distinguished representatives. Tl.le gra.cious and
at the same time stirring message of His Majesty the
King-Emperor of Indiaisa clarion call to the millions
of his devoted subjects ; and I am sure the response of the
people of India will be such as to give a fresh proof to
the world of the profoundness of the attachment and
loyalty of this vasé continent to the sovereign who has
drawn his sword in the defence of justice and freedom
and who will not sheath it until both are vindicated.



‘
e

38

The Empire is passing through a great crisis—a orisis
the magnitude of which is not perhaps fully realised by

many of us. But every one in India is animated by one

resolve, namely, to see this conflict through to victory,
and in the words of the resolution to continue to do his
duty to his utmost capacity.

India would have been with her Sovereign in any
case, but the consciousness that the struggle is ne longer
that of one nation or a combination of nations against
another, but of autocracy against democracy, of freedom
against repression, she is ready for any sacrifice which
may be demanded or which may be found necessary.
‘We Indians feel confident that the victory of the Allies
means the victory of freedom ; a victory that will bring
freedom to India as to the rest of the world and that

consequently no sacrifice is too great for such a
cause,

The Mohammadans of India, to which community
I have the honour to belong, have sacrificed their lives
ungrudgingly in defence of the Empire and of the cause
for which it is fighting in spite of the fact that
unfortunate causes existed which would have adversely
influenced the mind of Moslem Indis as to the character
of the war and it is a matter of sgreat pride to my

community that it has emerged so trium

great ordeal phantly out of a
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HON'BLE Mgz. S. SASTRI :

My Lorp, in a few, simple grapbic words Your
Excellency depicted to us the imminence of the grave
peril not only to the Empire but to India as well in a
closer sense than heretofore in the history of the war;
that peril is not less than German domivation. We .a,ll
know what that means, it is not merely the spoliation
of wealth, it is not merely the destruction of towns but
it is the dishonouring of women. Itis further the
enslavement of the people, and saddest of sad things,
when we became slaves of Germany we would probably
be compelled to fight in her armies and be usc?d for the
further enslavement of the people of Asia and of
Burope. From that great shame and dishf)nour T have
10 doubt that the soul of India will rise in revolt. I
have no doubt that to your lordship’s call the answer
will be an enthusiastic and whole-hearted rising
throughout this country. No words are necessary to
bring before our minds how indissolubly, in thfa words
of my countryman Babu Surendrana.f.:h Banerjea, the
fortunes of India are wrapped up With those o.f tt{e
British Empire. I am one of those whose falﬂ.l'ls
inextinguishable in the genius and justice of the ]?rl.tlsh
Empire; in spite of lapses and grievous back-slidings
now and then, in spite of reactionary utterances
from authorities, in spite of temporary vac%llat.ions. of
policy, I hold to the faith that behind the. 1nst1tut10n.s
of England, embedded in her very genius there I8
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the principle of progress, a principle which must in-
evitably lead her and those whose fortunes are con-
nected with hers to the attainment of self-determining
freedom. In the fulness of that faith, I call upon
my countrymen, no that would be somewhat imper-
tinent, I recall that remark, I record my full faith that,
all my countrymen will do everything in their power
down to the shedding of their blood if necessary, in the
defence not only of the Empire but in defence of every-
thing that they hold sacred. Your Excellency told us
the day before yesterday that in the triumph of Eng-
land we shall probably see spacious days. I have
full faith, as I said before, that when spacious days
dawn upon England there is mo power either in
England or anywhere under the sun that will make
the deeds of India narrow and cramping. All that was
embedded in the resolution which Your Excellency felt
bound to overrule, all the aspirations of my countrymen
—I make no doubt whatever that they will be realised
in their fulness if only the first and paramount condi-
tion is fulfilled, and it is in our power to help that
fulfilment. If that condition is fulfilled all else that we
hold dear is secured. The duty of everyonein this
country is summed up in these words—stand now by
the British Empire and your destiny is assured.

Mz. HASSAN IMAM :

Your Excrrnency, Youwr HIGHNESSES AND
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GENTLEMEN, oﬁ behalf of the province of Bihar and
Orissa I most cordially support this resolution.

Mz. M. K. GANDHI:

Your ExceELLENCY, YOUR HIGHENESSES AND GENTLE-
MEN, I consider myself honoured to find mysel.f one
of the supporters of this resolution. I fally realise all
that the resolution means and I tender my support to

it with all my heart.

HON’BLE PUNDIT MADAN MOHAN MALAVIA :

Your EXCELLENCY, YOUR HIGHNESSES AND (GENTLE-
MEN, it is hardly necessary for me now to 'add any
words of mine to the eloquent speeches Wh.mh have
been delivered already to commend the resolution to the
acceptance of this Conference. The situation has been 80
well described in language of eloquence and reason by
those who have spoken before me that it will be an act
of superfluity to dwell upon that aspect .of the case. We
also know what the appeal from His Majesty the

| King-Emperor hasbeen. The only question before the

country is to respond whole-heartedly to that appeal, ang
Iam gratified and proud to find that the honou‘re
Ruling Princes of India and my countrymen are
responding whole-heartedly to that appeal.

It is well, however, to draw attent?on to a .tew
realities of the situation connected with this resolution.
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The assurance of our loyalty is going forth to His
Majesty, That is right and proper. But as my
esteemed friend Mr. Gandhi has said he has realised
what it means in its fulness, I wish for a moment to
draw attention to what it meansin its fulness. His
Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner has referred to the
splendid services which India has already rendered in
the cause of the Empire since the war began. We have
contributed about 6 lakhs of men as combatants. It is
now proposed that not less than 5 lakhs, probably 6
lakhs of men, should be raised during the coming year.
The task is a huge one. It is not so easily dome. It
will not be done without a great deal of earnest effort
and endeavour. T am sure there is & guarantee in the
utterances of those who have spoken, and more than
that, in the presence of this distinguished assembly, that
that effort and eadeavour shall be made. But, my
Lord, let us for a moment think further what it means.
‘We are appealing to the people of India, to the humbler
people of India, to come forward to enlist in the army
and to risk their lives for their Motherland and their
King-Emperor. In other countries where education and
a long course of civilization have inculeated patriotic
sentiments in the minds of the people of even the
humbler classes the task has not been found to be free
from difficulty. When we consider the coundition of
the people of India, the great iliteracy that pervades
the land, the task becomes more difficult, and I claim it
that it redounds to the great credit of my countrymen
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that in spite of that unfortunate drawback, my country-
men have responded to the call in the manner in which
they have done. In this endeavour to call forth another
6 lakhs of people there are two things which we must
bear in mind in order that we may do our duty by the
country and the King in the right spirit. The effort
should be made on a voluntary basis, and I hope there
will be no unlawful pressure exerted upon anybody to
join the army,—1I hope we shall persuade the people by
our reason, by our eloquence, by our personal exa.mp}e
by sending our sons and relations to join the forces, 11
fact by every legitimate means in our power, we ‘shall
by example and precept lead our countrymen willingly
and cheerfully to respond to this call of duty.

Now, my Lord, let us assume that we shall, as I
hope, get the men. A great deal will then depend upon
their quality. It is not mere numbers which count in
such a terrible fight as is going on. I want to draw
attention for a moment to the need of taking every
possible step to infuse the right spirit into the men
whom we are by our persuasion and example going to
ask to risk their lives in the services of their King and
country, My Lord, many efforts have been made in
that direction in other lands. Here too it will be neces-
sary to make those efforts,

There may be some who may hold that the' poor
people of India, that the poor peasants, not sufficiently
fed always, not educated and generally not very well
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off, do not supply the necessary fighting material. My

Lord, I will not weigh that indictment. I will take it that

they are, even as some people suppose, not sufficiently

strong, not sufficiently robust. Bus there is one thing

that can be done and to which I would invite Your

Excellency’s attention and the attention of the Govern-
ment. I will ask you and I will ask every one interested

in doing his duty in this situation to take a lesson

from recent Indian history. I refer to the time of
Aurangzebe. I do not refer to it in any spirit of dis-
respect, I hope nobody will misunderstand me. During
the time of Auran gzebe when his power was very deeply
planted the Sikh Gurus found it necessary to contest
the supr emacy of the country with him. Guru Govind
Singh had to deal with an indifferent material ; he
hf;td t0 deal with men who had not been trained pre-
viously to fight, but he adopted & certain principle. He
caught hold of the humbler classes,—~he did not wait
to find men Only from the Rajputs and the Brahmins,
he caught hold of the humblest class of people who
camme forward, and what did he do ? He initiated them
and in return asked those chelas to initiate him as their
disciple. He qbliterated all distinctions between the
gura and the disciple and thereby caught hold of their
hearts. My Lord, there is a couplet which we all honour
““thou art teacher, thou art pupil” Now, I want, my
Lord, that all that can be done should be doneto make
she soldiers whom we are going to ask to enlist feel that
their position is equal to the position of anyone else
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fighting alongside of them on the battlefield. I feel, my
Lord, it is a duty to the Government and to my people
to say at this juncture, in this grave crisis with which
the Empire is confronted, when Your Excellency tell us
that the Empire is fighting to assert the honoured
principle that right is might and might is not right,
when we are asking the humble peasants to come for-
ward, to bear arms in comradeship with the best trained
troops of His Majesty, that there shoald be one inspiring
action, one inspiring rule laid down, and that is that
they should feel that they stand shoulder to shoulder
with their fellow-subjects on the field of battle and that
there is an equality of opportunities and equality of
privileges open to them all.

My Lord, some of my friends have referred to the
question of the declaration for responsible government.
That may come or it may not, though I think it will
be an advantage if it does come, but what I wish to
draw Your Excellency’s attention to is the removal of
all military disabilities under which Indians labour at
present. Let all branches of military service, on the
land, in the air and on the sea, be open to Indians as
well as to Europeans. Let all distinctions which stand
in the way of Indians obtaining commissions, I mean
the King's Commissions in the army and in the new
army that is to be, let all those distinctions be once and
for ever removed. Let Indian soldiers, — they may get
less pay — I recognise that there is reason why they -
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should get less pay than their brethren, but let Indian
soldiers feel that, though their pay is less, the spirit of
treatment is the same, that though they may be weaker,
though they may be less educated, they are given the
same treatment as is given to their British fellow sub-
jects. My Lord, it is the spirit of Guru Govind Singh
that I want to be introduced at this juncture in the
administration of India and particularly in the army.
I feel, my Lord, certain that if that spirit is once
created, if that spirit pervades the appeal in which His
Majesty’s Indian and European fellow subjects are asked
to come and stand up to fight the enemy, I feel sure, my
Lord, that these humble peasants of India who are
poorly fed and ill educated, will display the same spirit
which was displayed in the time of Gtru Govind Singh
when they broke the power of a mighty monarch, and
they will prove equal to the occasion and defeat the
Germans who are endeavouring to put us in a bad posi-
tioa in regard to our own land and who are endangering
the liberty of great part of the world. I feel, my
Lord, that that spirit kas to be inculcated. I am glad
to say that the committees which Your Excellency
was pleased 1o appoint have made certain recom-
mendations in that direction, and I am glad to feel
that some of those recommendations, I know, are
going to be accepted, but I bave felt it my duty, my
Lord, to press this matter upon Your Excellency and
through Your Excellency upon His Majesty’s Govern=
ment that at this crisis no narrow spirit should dominate
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the situation., We have been told, and Lam glad that
His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner said that, that
loyalty does not want a price, it is not a thing to be
bartered. What we feel is that the conditions which
are necessary to enable Indians who are enlisted in the
army to do their utmost and to do their best are not
present. If you want a man to fight you need to put
some steam into him, you need to give him some food
and some clothing to meet the inclemencies of the
weather, otherwise he cannot fight on equal conditions.
I want that steam to be supplied, my Lord, in the shape
of freedom and equality of treatment which should
pervade the whole atmosphere of India and the fields
where the Indians and the British soldier may be fight-
ing, so that the humblest man, the humblest Indian,
who joins the service may feel that he is equal to the
highest in command in the matter of equality of privi-
lege and opportunity, I hope, my Lord, this thing will
be taken into consideration.

As for the declaration, I do think, as I have said,
that if that does not come that will matfer less than a
declaration of this equality of opportunity and equality

~ of privileges for all subjects of His Majesty who join

His Majesty’s forces. But, my Lord, thereis a value in
the declaration also. ™Mhe constitutional reforms, to
which Your Excellency referred in your opening speech
may not be, and I feel, cannot be announced in all their
details at this juncture. But, my Lord, it has a moral



48

effect on men. When we ask people to join the army
and to risk their lives, I feel that if Your Excellency
should think it fit to advise His Majesty’s Government
to make a declaration in such language, in such form
and in such manner as will commend itself to Your
Excellency and to His Majesty’s Government to indi-
cate that a new day of freedom is dawning upon India,
that a day of equal opportunity and equal privileges is
dawning upon India, my Lord that will go further than
anything else that I can think of in putting the new
spirit into the people and enlisting their services in the
cause of the Empire. T commend these few points
for Your Excellency’s consideration,

HON’BLE Mz. W. A. IRONSIDE :

Your ExcerrLevcY, Your HicunNrssEs AND GEN-
TLEMEN, after the flow of eloquence to which we have
beard I feel myself but ill equipped to express
adequately, on behalf of the great community which I
have the honour to represent, our hopes, our desires,
- our determination and our faith, at least an outward

and visible sign of that faith. T fear my words may

appear ineffective and insufficient, but I assure you, Sir,
they are genuine and spoken from the heart. Few of us
have the knowledge or the opportunity of oratory or
rhetoric, but I am sincere in every word I utter. We
are proud in the claim that we make that we are men
and women of British birth, and not, as some would
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say, mere strangers in a strange land. We are as much
a part and parcel of the Empire as though we lived in
London or any other portion of His Majesty’s dominions,
and that in spite of the fact that remembrances of
childhood’s days carry us back at times to a place which
we cherish by the name of home. Every man and
woman, Sir, places himself and herself unreservedly at
-your disposal. Tell us what you want of us and how you
want it done—and I might mention, Sir, that we feel
that we have had very little asked of us since we came
‘here—and there will, I assure you, be no faint-hearted
response. If you want Man Power and Resources, they
are at your disposal. We wish to range ourselves on
.equal terms with our people from the other portions of
the empire and to feel that no insidious distinction is
levelled against the European community of India.

T am not going to descend, my Lord, to politics,
but I would like to take this great opportunity to
;assure my Indian neighbours, friends I hope they
will allow me to call and consider them, that the
future welfare of this country, when the present great
adventure is over, when this war has been finished and
final viotory achieved, will by frank and honest endeav-
.our on our part in co-operation with them, be our first
.and our happiest concern. The men of my community
in ever-increasing numbers view India’s necessities
through different glasses each day and are ready ' when

their hands are freed of this sterner work to take a
B
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lx:llznv(: 1(;1100k1n.g to India’s future. Your Excellency,
hemizr i of mlme can spur us 1o further effort. The
o xample ?f our men and our women are
s y enough. We have lost, those of us who are

, all that are dearest and best, but they died that
lEngland should liv.e. The men of the *Vindictive”
Iafstt wee.k, the " “ Vindictive ” and her escorting vessels,
eft behind no words, but an example for all time and
for all people. They gave all for their country, so
surely gentlemen this is no time to -place a restri{:iuion
on our du.ty. The road to conquest must, I know, mean
greater trial and greater sacrifices, but v;e will (’endure
unto .the end by a great and abiding faith in the Justice:
and righteousness of our cause and in the God of our
fathers, to bring us to final victory. In my poor wa
my Lord, I have given you 4 message from the peo {é
of my community and race. You will not ﬁﬁd Pus.

Wanting to act our pal't and justi
op: stif
citizens of His Majesty. Justily ourselves as true

HON’BLE SA
MATITE A DAR BAHADUR SUNDER SINGH

. Your ExcerLency, Your Hicanusses AND GENTLE--
N, on behalf of my province I rise to support the-
resolution that has been placed before this re rPP i

assembly by His Highness the Gackwar of Baroda. When
this war of aggression began every true and lo -l N e )
was stirred to its core and a wave of enthusias)x:‘ sp:::d

51

from end to end of this vast Empire, and men of every
shade of opinion promptly asserted their determination
to place their resources in men and money at the disposal
of His Tmperial Majesty the King-Emperor of India.
We in the Punjab have from time immemorial borne
the brunt of many an invasion, and since the
troublous time of the Mutiny of 1857 the sons of the
soil have upheld their past glory and traditional loyalty
to the British throne. We are proud of being called the
sword-arm of the Empire, and it is with pardonable
pride that we Punjabis can claim that in this world-war
the brave sons of the soil have upheld their traditions.
and borne all the sacrifices cheerfully, and every class
and community has come forward manfully in the
service of the Empire. Since the war began we have,
as announced by our popular Lieutenant-Governor in
his recent Budget speech, given in response to the call of
the Empire, over 300,000 men in the army and auxiliary
services, and it will interest you to know tha out of this.
total, 125,000 were given in the first 2% years of the
war ard 127,000 in the past year, besides 80,000 as
non-combatants. My Muhammadan brethren have con-
tributed 118,000, the Hindus 63,000, and my humble
¢ommunity, which is only 12 per cent. of the total

5,000. The pecentage of the different

population, 6
n of fighting age is

communities to the male populatio

as under :—
o Per cent.
Muhammadans from Northern Punjab. 1056
Muhammadans from Southern Punjab ! . T3
E 2
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Hindu Jats . . . . . . 113
Dogras and Christians . . . . 90
Hindu Rajputs . . . .11
Sikhs . . . . . . 11
Hindu Ahirs , . . . . . 18

I am not making any invidious comparisons, but in
the last year the Punjab has given over 127,000 as
compared with 137,000 for all the rest of India.
Leaving the above aside, the Conference must have
lear%led with genuine pleasure the splendid offer of our
Rl.lllflg Chiefs to come to the support of the Empire in
this juncture, and the Punjab as a whole and we Sikhs
especlall.y are proud that our premier Prince the
Maharaja. Sahib of Patiala has set a most worthy
example 10 supplying three additional regiments o
the Bmpire. The terrible war we know has been forced
upon us by the militant barbarism of the German
Empire, and with paramount regard for true faith
and the pledged word to rulers and peoples, which is a
%Ommon heritage of the British Empire, our King-

Toperor unsheathed the sword to stem the unparalleled
Zmult UPon civilization and the peace of mankind.
nd. the Indian Empire as a whole, in addition to pash
:;Cflﬁces, stands firm with the resolution to wuphold
© honour anq prestige of the country, and we are
ﬁ’l‘f_)ud ?:hat from the Prince to the peasant all are
fetermnfed to fight this war to a successful termination
or the righteous cause of His Imperial Majesty the
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King-Emperor and her allies, On behalf of the
different communities inhabiting my province I beg to
tender our whole-hearted support to the resolution
that has been put 'before this representative assembly,
and I am confident that all communities in my province
will leave no stone unturned, and will strive their
utmost in the service of the Empire, and no sacrifice
will be too great to be cheerfully borne in the sacred
cause that has been espoused by our Gracious Sovereign.
My humble community, the followers of Sat Guru
Nanak, has done this and is constantly keeping before
it their traditions and their connection with the British
Government. It will not be found wanting in its
devotion and duty to the Empire in the future. In the
immortal words of our Saviour :—

“ Grant, O Timeless Omne, that I will not
Hesitate from doing good deeds, that I will not
fear an enemy when I go to fight him and may
be confident of victory, that I may educate my
mind always to sing the praises of the Almighty,
and when my last moments draw near, I may
lay down my life fighting on the battlefield.”

My brethren will willingly and cheerfully lay down
their lives in the service of the great Empire under
whose segis peace, happiness and prosperity are assured
to all. My friend the Honourable Pundit Madan
Mohan Malaviya has referred to our sacred Guru’s
deeds. The fold of the community is open to all to
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come and dip at the immortality of the Guru, and if
they would come they would be weloome to join us in
Joining the armies of the Empire in this crisis. With
these few words I beg, on behalf of my province,
heartily to support the resolution.

HON’BLE MAUNG BAH TOO:

MY Lorp, on behalf of the people of Burma I
heartily support the resolution before this house. I am
confident that Burma will come forth at this time of
the Empire’s need, and do all in its power to meet every
demand that may be made on it.

HON’BLE SIR G. M. CHITNAVIS :

Your ExcerLexncy, Your HIeENEssES AND (JENTLE-
MEN, after the support that the resolution moved by
His Highness the Maharaja Gaekwar has received from
the several speakers of the different provinces and prin-
cipalities, it ig unnecessary for me to say much in sup-
port of it. As coming from the Central Provinces and
Berar, T assure Your Excellency that the desire to help
the Government in response to His Gracious Majesty’s
wishes in this crisis is nowhere greater and keener than
in the provinces from which I come. We have until
now, as loyal citizens of the Empire, done the little we
could in the way of voluntary aid and other war contti-
butions, and I further assure Your Excellency that wé
will not be found wanting when further necessities
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require increased exertions in this direction. We
realise that the Empire is at present under a cloud and
danger, and that danger could only be removed by
single and joint action in this present crisis of each
individual member of the Empire. People in this
-country are proud of the services rendered by our

“.country’s soldiers in this crisis in the theatre of war.

We also realise how hard and severe is the strauggle in
which our fellow subjects are engaged, fighting against
innumerable odds. We also know what great sacrifices
the people of the Empire here and elsewhere are
rendering in this great crisis. 11 these are object
lessons which captivate the imagination of our
people. We therefore with all our countrymen know
that we have duties of a very responsible character to
perform in this crisis, both as members of the Empire
and in protection of our own hearths and homes. So
far as I have been able to find out, I assure Your
‘Excellency that there is but one thought throughout the
land, and that is how best to serve our King and country

‘in this crisis.

There may be here and there some differences of

‘opinion and where is the country where there are no such

differences, but those differences are not meant to with-
hold from help and to embarrass Government. They are

also, I feel sure, fast disappearing and will fast disappear

under the stress of a common danger and under the

influence of wiser counsels both on the part of Govern-
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ment and the more active thinkers among us. I have .

spoken above of the cloud—the dark and heavy cloud—
that is enveloping us all at the present moment, but
there is no cause for despair and there is a consola-
tion which we will all take to ourselves. In the
first place it is essentially necessary that we all,
members of this ecommon Empire, should have one
common mind against this imminent common danger
and try to keep ourselves undivided as citizens of
one common Empire, whether Hindus or Muham-
madans, Christians or Parsis, Europeans or Asiatics.
Our fellow citizenship should be our only universal
caste. All other considerations in the face of this
common danger should be done away with. United
we stand, divided we fall. The next consolation which
we ought to take to ourselves, I take from John Bright
in words left to us by an inspired king who was both
a bard and a prophet. He has left us words which are
not only the expression of facts but which we may
take as utterance of a prophecy. He says “ To the
upright and the dutiful there ariseth light even out of
darkness.”” TLet us try therefore in this crisis to be
upright, dutiful and undivided, Let each one deter-
mine to himself that he and hig Empire will not be
conquered. Letys try to be just both to ourselves and
the great Empire wherein we live, Then only you will
find that the clouds will have been dispersed. The
danger which surrounds us will then g]] vanish and we
may yet have by God’s blessing the happiness of leaving
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to our children the heritage of an hOnourab%e but free-
citizenship in an united and prosperous Empire.

With these words I beg to support the resolution.
on behalf of the people of my province.

HON’BLE Mz. K. K. CHANDA:

Your ExCELLENCY, YOUR HIGHNESSES AND:
GENTLEMEN, I rise as the representative of.Assam ’tﬁ
give my whole-hearted support to the resolution which-
has been so eloquently piaced before the Conferencc'a.,
In doing so, my Lord, I feel that I need dc? no 1;:?11?
than simply associate myself with the feelings w. 1((:1 :
have been expressed by previous speakers. My ;;?r e,.
the telegrams which have passed between tlfe rim
Minister and Your Excellency have deeply st{rred o;lzr.
feelings. The gracious message of Hl? Ma]estyt I:c .e; |
King-Emperor has carried these feel‘lngs to elt
highest pitch. For once India is breajthlng as one um];,
speaking with one voice and standmg as one mi
resolved to offer a united front to the enemy in case ne
contemplates the invasion of the sacred .Motherl:.lnd. My
Lord, all racial, all communal, all religious dﬁferenf:es.
are now laid aside in the presence of the danger to Whlchi.v
the Motherland is exposed. The demands of our loyalty
to the King-Emperor, the demand? of our.loya,lty to 01::
country, the demands of our religlrfn, whlc-h thre: :}1
one to us, all make it certain and imperative tha e
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\T :
esponse which we shall make to His Majesty’s call

and to Your Excellency’
8
hearted and enthusiasti)c’. appeal shall bo most whole-

With these word
tion, rds, my Lord, I support this resolu-

Mz, SAAD-UD-DIN:

MENYO::: EXCE%LENCY, Your HrgHNEsSSES AND GENTL.E-
» the North-West Frontier Province is a
PrOVIACe, 4 vory poor province, in fact the poorest
;’;(’;";‘;: In India, but it yields to none in unﬂiflching
fighting Zrei lfzy alty. The only asset to our eredit is our
our dut E r}cl; alid bitherto we have tried to discharge
Emperoz b° e Empire and to His Majesty the King-
to the army SenIdmg perhaps the greatest number of men
Your Excz il assure Your Excellency that in future
-ever to fulfi] Z?;yduv:;uagg dt us‘bpreparml ane ready as

. . 0 be ' .
S(c:ssxlt)le sacrifice. This is a time Pfloerpzzg)nh:;ldevz d
unirymen are more for action thay words ; but T ma;’

8ay t inspiri
ng iil]:t 'the Inspiring message of His Gracious Majesty
Pire further zeal and enthusjggm among us

With
behalf of ﬁ:l]ese words I beg to support the resolution on
the North-West Frontier Province

The resolution
carried unanimOuslv;?s then put to the Conference and
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Resolution II.
H. H. THE MAHARAJA OF KASHMIR:

Your EXCELLENCY,

MEN, it gives me great pleasure to be ¢
move the following resolution i—

« Phat this Conference cordially
itted by the Sub-Com-

hem to the early consid-

recommendations subm
mittees and commends t

eration of, and for adoption by,

Your HIGHNESSES AND GENTLE-

alled upon to

endorses the

the Government

of India and His Majesty’s Government.”
There could be no situation more grave and hence

10 effort or sacrifice could be considere
oritical time. It isour dharma 0

-compared with this
protect our hearths and homes

. sacred—parmadharma—to serve our King and C

When the war broke out, I
solemn, word to do all that lay

a great satisfaction to me to say tha

to keep my word. I may be

that during the last three and a
struggle that the world has eve
‘second to none in the supply

- need of the day—both for the Indian Army
State troops, and that the number 0

from my State exceeds ten
population of fighting age.
also been spending almost ©
Tevenue for military purposes.

d too great while

but it becomes still more
ountry.

gave my humble, but
in my power ; and it is
t I have been able
excused for mentioning
half years of the greatest

r seen, my State stands
of Man Power—the vital

and the

f recruits supplied
per cent. of the male

Besides this the State hqs

ne-fourth of its whole
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Your Excellency, I have so far done my bit to the
best of my power and ability, and allow me to further
assure you that I and my people will flinch from no
further sacrifice, however great, that we may be called
upon to mauke, and, I hope, that my countrymen
. throughout India, from peasant to prince, will respond
with equal enthusiasm as the occasion demands, India
has already shown not only by words but also by deeds
her loyalty and devotion to His Imperial Majesty the
King-Emperor. She has identified herself with the great
cause of righteousness for which our King-Emperor and
his allies are fighting ; and I am sure that she will be
further prepared to bear cheerfully any sacrifice to
bring this war to a successful conclusion.

With these few words, I cordially move the resolu-
tion.

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAQ OF CUTCH:

Your Excrrrescy, I have much pleasure in
supporting the resolution which has just been proposed
by His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir.

The two reports submitted by the Sub-Committees
reached me this morning, and after careful perusal of
these two reports T feel that T have no hesitation in
saying that within the short time at the disposal of the
Sub-Committee on resources they have placed before us
a well-considered and carefully planned scheme which
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-eovers much of the ground on which they had to
‘deliberate.

The principal points dealt with in the recommenda-
tions of the Committee are the practice of economy by
‘both Government and the people, relief of the congest-
ion of traffic, development of food resou.rces, cultivat-
ion of waste lands, the construction of rivercraft, etc.é
the control of prices to a limited extent, encouragemen-
of local irdustry by all reasonable means b'y Qovern
ment and the formation of local and provincial cotm-
mittees to initiate, supervise and coutrol the effective
eminently practical and necessary at this junc urme ”
they do not require any further words from o
‘commend them to this Conference. As has been so ad e(};
pointed out by so many eloquent spe.akers vv.fhodpricethis
‘e, they are necessary and what 18 requlre.d :10 e
anoment is that due attention shou.ld be vall ar
maxim that deeds and not words vv11.1 fell 1o flhls :vbe;
1 would humbly beg that this maxin Sh';lllll f]i:;'e 1
lost eight of at this momentous crlsus(i t il":e cr,iti-
would strongly urge that unnece:ssary esdxzu.c 11; o
cism should be avoided because it means Cisin egr front
-and disunion and that we should show * meizst and
and a genuine determination to 'ivork o lal}.ms been
do our duty in right earnest until Our g(:t we, the
achieved. We are proud to know. o l’es in
Princes and people of India, have acquitted ourselv
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supporting our common cause in the past in a way that.
has won the approbation of our Sovereign no less than
that of his Government, Itis incumbent upon us to:
outdo in every possible way our previous efforts to
uphoid the proud traditions of our Motherland. I would
therefore urge in all humility both my brother princes:
and my fellow countrymen of British India to give-
their unstinted support to these resolutions by personal
exertions in the subsequent and successful carrying out.
of the measures recommended to this Conference.

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA OF ALWAR:

On an oceasion so solemn and unique in the destiny:
of the Empire as the present I rise to speak under a
deep sense of responsibility. We have eagerly respond-
ed to the trumpet call of the Empire at the present
moment by assembling here, not because it is a bare
duty but because it is a privilege to assist in her hour
of need the great country who has wished India well
and has guided her destinies for 160 years. What is.
real friendship ? 'What are the bonds of partnership ?
‘With the words of the gracious message of the Em-
peror of India ringing in our ears, with the Prime:
Minister’s appeal fresh in our minds, is it likely, I

ask, that the heart of India can lie dormant at this

time ? Is it possible to conceive that India is going

to let this opportunity g0 by to prove, as she has

proved in the past, that according to her power and
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circumstances she is true to herself and so is determined
'_50 be true to the Empire of which she forms an
Integral part ?

It was truly put once by one of Your Excellency’s.
Predecessors when, talking to India, he said “ You
cannot do without us. 'We should be impotent without
you.” Tf thisis so, and it is so, then let this sacred
union be a conseeration at the altarof divine love for-
?he advance of both countries to the highest purpose
of life. Tndia is proud of her connection with the
COuntry whose love of justice and liberty is now being
Practically tested on the anvil of the battlefield and
every blow is adding lustre and glory before the world
to the steel foundations on which her structure is built,
With such a country our destinies are bound and with
her we rise, with her we fall. '

" Our Motherland, like any other country in the:
World, has her domestic needs. She requires many
adjustments of her present conditions. She aspires,
and legitimately so, to strengthen, if possible,
her position within the Empire so that she may no
!Onger go forth before the world with bent head. India
8 now eager to raise her head on an equality with
her sistor dominions but Your Excellency and your

Overnment know her wants and you are aware of her-
Urgent needs. If I like to think that for the present
Iy country reposes these sacred charges in the trust.
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-of the British people it is because we have a more
urgent duty to fulfil. Trust begets trust and we know
that, if we can, with the mercy of providence, succeed in
-doing what the occasion demands us to do, old England,
on whom we repose our confidence, will not be slow

‘to respond to our needs. The responsibility at this

‘moment is ours and when there is a silver lining to
the clouds the responsibility will be hers. For the
present India is enthusiastically bent on sharing the

-glories in the common cause of the Empire which is
being fought out on the battlefields. In this vast
gathering which readily assembled at Your Excellency’s
invitation I see no British India, or Native States
before me to-day. It is one India, a united India
with a singleness of mind and purpose. Two busy

-days have been spent by the members of this conference
in devising the best means for the adoption of urgent
measures to meet the situation arising out of the crisis

‘through which the Empire is passing at the present
time. There are certain remedies which I may

-mention, particularly such as the free granting of the
King’s commissions to Indians, the raising of the pay

-of the Indian soldiers ; the establishing of institutions
in India as military training colleges for its sons, which

-hiave to be dealt with in the resolutions and which if

- -applied in a generous spirit' of trust are calculated 0

;produce instant results in accelerating recruiting.

In cordially supporting the resolution which covers

65

these and other points I would join earnestly in
commending it for the early consideration Of' and
é'dOPtion by the Government of India and His Majesty’s

Government. |

Befors concluding I will say only a few more words,
In this hall wehold the fair name and fame of India
in our hands. Here. we come to resolve to pe.rform
what we ought and hence we go ' t0 perform w1th01%t
fail what we resolve. Our countrymen have their
eyes fixed on us. The people will ask * what have you
given ’ and ¢ what have you asked for’ ? ’ The ‘answerg
can be summed up in one word * trust ¥ I may not
be & British Indian but I am an Indian and as such
I say that in this supreme hour of the mneed of th.e
Empire for the fair name of our mother country thtls
is the opportunity to close our ranks and to pr(()ive 0
the world that we can respond to trust and confidence
in a manner which can become the envy of others.
Then when sunshine comes again and the clouds of. war
disappear we shall have reason t0 look })ack upon a
Past on which we can await the verdiet of hl??fr}; |
with legitimate pride and confidence. In the du 1t }1116
message which goes in Teply to the MeSSAge from he
Throne we all combine in emphasising once again oof
ssurances of loyalty and,attéchmen? to the person for
His Majesty and we send with it our prayers

Vietory, . . , .
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJ RANA OF
DHOLPUR:

The report of the two Sub-Committees on Man-
power and Resources have made it abundantly clear
that India is-capable of rendering even greater help to
the Empire than she has had the privilege of doing s0
far. The committees have pointed out the ways and
means in their recommendations. As regards man-
power, it is my firm belief that our joint efforts will
very soon enable us to place at the disposal of His
Majesty’s Government all the man-power that India
can raise. The more vivid realization of the crisis
through which the Empire is passing will stir up India’s
manhood, and I trust that her sturdy gallant youths
will flock in thousands to the standard of the Empire
over which the sun never sets. With regard to
resources, we are all aware that India possesses vast
resources, many of which remain unexplored. This is
India’s opportunity and should not be lost. We must
make up our minds that India shall produce more and
allow no possible waste. We should resolve to practise
strict economy, to encourage and stimulate agricul-
tural industries, to give up the importation of luxuriess
to lessen the strain on the railways, and we shall be
rendering valuable help to the cause of justice and
righteousness and doing no more than our duty. Leb
everyone of us try to bring it home to as many people
as we can influence that the supreme duty of every

the efficient and successful prosecution )
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3 . « o . l
Indian in the present crisis is to try 1n however hux'nb e
The conscious- -

a way to do his little bit for the Empire. .
ness of having done our duty will be an ample :fewar .
With these few words I beg to support the resolution.

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA OoF KAPUR-
THALA :
\

Your ExoeriEncy, I beg cordiall.y to .support tﬁz
resolution that hasbeen moved by His Highness
Maharaja of Kashmir.

obilization of our material
nsent regarded as vital to
f the war.

- Man-power and the m
resources are by common c0

i . ce the fateful day when
India has, doubtless, ever Sin O et s

German callousness and arroganc .

Pecting world into the meshes of the "fms}” terrible h‘(?)vla:ali
it has ever known, rallied to the British ca;)xseh ;,v ince
heartedly and without reserve. Her People,ﬂ' Oth. 8 and
and peasant, have proved staunch a,nd\ i lnchmgbeen
have cheerfully responded to every call that has the
made on their sense of patriotic duty- th’t’tl -
history of the past few years comes to_ b‘; “imse ;ge
anticipate with confidence that DO 108 01101:1 . Pth o
will be allotted to the part India has 50 far played 1n :

N 8reat struggle.

. . t
But, alas, the end of the travails of mankind does no
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yet appear to be in sight. The doom of Prussian
militarism has not so far been definitely sealed. On the
contrary, gloating over the agonies of Russia and
making full use of the opportunity her collapse offers:
the legions of the Hun are making one last desperate
attempt to break down the Allied resistance and to
place themselves in a position to impose a peace that
will Jay the foundation of a bitterer and a more sanguis
nary clash of arms in the near future. '

' Your Excellency, it scarcely needs to be urged
that to prevent sueh a catastrophe and to avert the
possibility of another wanton interference with the
clock of the world’s progress no sacrifice would be too
intolerable, no effort would be too great on the part of
those who value the sanctity of their hearths and homes
and the welfare of their country above every other con-
Ceivable consideration. To achieve this noble end an
unstinted supply of man-power and a proper husband-
ing of other resources are undoubtedly a prime and
urgent necessity, That this aspect of the situation is

keenly realised by the Ruling Princes and the people of

Ind.ia is clear from the assurances of loyal and enthusi-
astic support Your Excellency has been receiving ever
since the publication of the stirring messages recently
exchanged between yourself and the Prime Minister:
Coming asI do from the Punjab, g province that can
already boast of a brilliant record in its contribution

in men and money, I may perhaps be pardoned

. that it may be of greater use ax

- They all breathe a spiri
/
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for giving vent to a feeling of.pri(?.e that l.t ’ 1].1: h;;l::rg_
the States, has not lagged behind in affirming 1ts

mination to redouble its efforts to meet e fl‘a“’: GT;;;
gency that bas arisen. I may be allow.edf otrs ywhich
my own Imperial Service regiment of 1n a\-?1 y{)een o
is already nearly double iis peace strength, a: Line its
active service im East Africa for over 3 YOAars, y f in
share in the overthrow of Gt?rman colonial (Il)ovIvehave
that country, and is now belng' reﬁtted., ax; i s0
raeasures inder consideration to 1norease its streng Hi
d service to BiS

Majesty’s Government when it again Proceedsht(:; an: tilﬁz
theatre of war. I have not the least doubt that we,

Princes and people of this country, shall clése t(f:l lraréli:
in one supréme endeavour 10 combhat € a.ct noey nd
forces of barbarism that menace our vgry 61;1; sellenc}”s
thereby render our response W?fthy ‘_)f Olglo ;1 ¢rland.
trumpet-call and of the traditions of our

HON’BLE SIR P. 8. SIVASWAMI AIYER:

Your Excmizexcy, after the speeﬁl e; r;{ : 121;
have been made by Their Highnesses the Mata dJ and
Kashmir and the other Maharajas who have movieeded
S“PPOrtc'ad this resolution, very fow words are of this
from meto commend it for the accepta:@ refer in
Conference. It is hardly necessary for xze 19

i ittees,
i dations of the comml
They o tbe s recor:ncl;nco-ciperatmn between the
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Government and the People-—co-operation loyal and
hearty for the purpose of helping the Empire to tide
over the present crisis and march to vietory—victory not
for the purpose of any self-aggrandisement, but for the
eternal principles of justice, humanity and freedom for
which the gauntlet has been taken up by the Empire,—
principles which are held dear by the whole non-

Teutonic world, which know of no geographical
limitations.

The proposals for the increase of man-power and

other measures will undoubtedly involve a large increase
of expenditure, but the expenditure must be, and will,
I bave no doubt, be cheerfully faced by the country.
One of the most gratifying recommendations of the
committee is the one which relates to the free grant of
commissions in the army and the increase of the
sepoys’ pay. We have the fullest confidence that these
recommendations will be interpreted by the Government
in no niggardly spirit and that commissions will be as
freely granted in the standing army ag in the temporary
additions to it, gng ag freely in the Territorial Defence
Force as in the regular army.

What is wanted now is a policy of complete mutual
trust and identification of the interests of the Government
with those of the people. I am sure that the
measures of co-operation inaugurated to~-day will lead
not merely to a temporary suspension of differences but
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"to the complete eradication of the seeds of mutual
distrust between the Government and the PeOPIe" Wh.l ch
has given rise to misapprehension and misunderstanding
in the past and will develop & sense of real brothelzho?d
between all communities—a sense of full partnership in

the empire consummated by a Sense's 'of se}f-#?spei:t:i .of
equality and of the rights of full citizenship 1 India.

This is not the time or the place to go into any

- . ut I consider it my duty .to
controversial questions, bu f disappointment in

state that there has been a sense ot g -
the country that it has not been possible for the Govern

ment to make a pronouncem.ent on the probl?msﬂtl):
political reconstruction which have been engaglngw
attention of the people and the Govelznment. ef
recognise the difficulties which ha}.ve stood in the way (;
such a pronouncement. ‘We realize that, to some extent,

it has been inevitable ; but we have the fullest confidence

that in the determination of these .quesiiions of political
reconstruction, the Government will bring to bea.r ul';(}):;
them the largest measure of sympathy, trust ;n °
people, imagination and far-sight?:d sf,atesmanst.lp. o
will only add that nothing can so 1DSpIre a nation
put forth efforts adequate to the gravity of the issues
involved or raise them to the height of mighty issues as
the consciousness that they have 2 W-’orthy destiny
to fulfil,—a destiny to be realized not in the remote
bt in the immediate future.

HON’BLE Mz. A. 0. MOZUMDAR:
My Lozrp, in obedience to your summons we have
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met here under the grim shadows of g ‘stupendous
calamity, a calamity which in its coutse has involved
the whole world in g conflagration. Scientific
barbarism has over-run Europe, trampled under foot
the -liberties of nations, ruthlessly devastated and
destroyed all works of civilization of centuries past,
and is now threatening Asia and India with a fate
compared with which the vandalism of Tartar hordes
under Chingiz Khan would pale into insignificance like
a mere locust invasion, The future of England is
trembling in the balance and with the fate of England
the fate of India is indissolubly bound up. The Prime
Minister of England has sounded the trumpet-call to
all parts of the Empire to rally round the British flag at
this great juncture. Canada, Australis and South
Africa have responded to that call, and we have met
here to-day to draft India’s message to Great Britain.
I may be pardoned for saying that we did not wait for
any trumpet-call to join in this affray, The Indian
Princes and people have long before this trumpet-call
joined the titanic struggle, but I may frankly confess
that we have not done sufficiently yet. The
standing Indian Army was before the war mot
more than 140,000, Some of thess must have
fallen on the battlefields of Flanders and France and
also in Mesopotamia. 'What portion of it remains ‘it
is for His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to say.
Then we have in the different Provinces raised a few
regiments here and there. I am not speaking ‘of the

}and we shall not expect any reward but leave
Conscience of England fo deal
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magnificent contribution of their Highnesses. But, my
Lord, if we have done so little, it is more our misfortune
than our fault that we have not heen able to dq more.
For 150 years or more the whole nation stand.s disarmed
and emasculated ; for 30 long years the Indian people
have cried hoarse to enable them to enlist themselves

. t be
~ 8 volunteers or in the army. My Lord, let me no

Wisunderstood. I do not mention these facts in an'Y
Sinister op carping spirit, but I On}y poix%t out thatb e\; z
have 105t many opportunities which might have beon
best utilised at the present moment. ~We may am:
8rievances against Government, we may have 0&} -
Plaints without number against it, bub this is nei .
the time nor the occasion to press these complaints an

these grievances and compare With V\:ha.t G;alrrréin
domination means. I say to England, « with all tby
faults T 1ove thee still.”

i e sworn
My Lord, in these two resolutions We have

: have
our allegiance, we have pledged our faltf,lagi ng el
Promised our resources for the succeSS‘u llency that
Of the war, and I wish to tell Your Excellency

these are not mere empty words which find place In

iction, our
'these resolutions. They embody our conviction,

firm faith and our firm determination to do what we

t of the duty,
have promiised to do. We shall do our part o duty,

by us honestly at the

" I
termination of this great war, With these words
eartily support the resolution. )
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SIR N. G. OHANDRAVARKAR:

YouRr ExcELLENCY, Your Highnesses and Brother
Delegates, the resolution which I have the honour
to support divides itself into two parts, the first of
which relates to man-power and the second part relates
to the power of India’s resources, It isa happy coin-
cidence that the first part of the resolution relates to
man-power because given the raising and the rousing of
the man-power of India, which is inexhaustible and
immortal, T say the power of India’s resources will in-
evitably follow. My Lord, my friend Pundit Madan
Mohan Malaviya in speaking of the attempt made by
Guru Govind Singh to raise the man-power of India
went briefly into the history of that attempt, but that
history and its lessons will not be read aright, the value
of it will not be realised, unless we bear in mind the
crucial part of it which brings out how that mnoble and
sacred soul Of Guru Govind Singh read the minds and
the heart of India And roused the man-power of India
for the pm‘pose of putting down tyranny and brutality-
And that crucial story is most appropriate to the present
crisis to the present situation of the British Empire,
because it has a very close and intimate application to
the crisis through which the world in general and civil-
ization in particular are passing. For how did Guru
Govind Singh' rouse the man-power of India? He
_ gathered round him a few fugitives from Bengal and the

Punjab and said to them in words which now apply to
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the German eagle. He gaid to hjs followers :: Come,
I will teach the sparrow to strike the eagle. l(\lTow,
my Lord, when our sovereign calls upon us fo stan ug
and rally round him and place all our man-power tz;;nt
all our resources at his disposal, may ! .DOt " IE:'
His Majesty says to his subjects in India, * Come, be

bold, present a united front, and I on behalf of the |

British power, as its sovereign, will teach thf:, spiritual
sparrows of India to strike the German eagle.

My Lord, it has been said to-day that India’s 1oyalt§r
is not grounded on barter or on any price. '.l‘h.ath is
a truth which must always be remembered. Bub 1.t das-;
been said that our loyalty is & matter of reasoned ]u' g
ment. I go still further and say tha.._t our l.oyalty.ls a
matter of faith, faith resting op certaln cardmal.prlﬁfn:
ples of your character as Englishmen, your ?ﬂnghsh | ;:d
tory, your ancient traditions, the germ of which was

in the simple words of the Magna Charta. Yours is &

Government of law and well-ordered liberty and
order, and even when you seem to 80 backward, Wh;ﬂ
you seem to be reactionary, you a'lone of all .t e
nations which have come in contact with other nations
for their betterment, you alone have shown that

; ' ovin
even while you are going packward, you are moving

forward like the waves of the sea which you :t.i:re ;;fi
- which constitute your British power and prestige. MY

Lord, I will not dwell any more on this subje;;, :::al'l;
conclusion I wish to say this, His Highness the Maharaj

t



76

of Alwar, whose speeches whenever I have read
them or heard them have struck me ag touching the
true core of India’s heart and mind, and who seems to
have the happy knack of reading that mind and heart,
has told us to-day that India is not divided into different
classes or different countries. You see to-day a united
India ready to live for you and ready to die for you
because India draws her inspiration from the fact that
it is in her contact with the British nation alone that
she shall find her salvation, that in the words of
Queen Victoria, written to her Foreign Minister the late
Earl Granville, ¢ Bngland will always love and always
strive for the progress of other nations,’ and India
says to you, says to us, says to the whole world, here

and here did England help me, what can I do to help
England’ ?

HON’BLE NAWAB ZULFIKAR ALI KHAN :

My Logp, we are living in stirring times and in
times in which, a5 His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner

in his eloguent speech said, actions rather than words

are needed, but words are keener than the sword, and
I believe that the voice raised in this counecil will
reach both friends and foes. To the latter it will
convey a deadly message of [ndia’s firm resolve to carry
the war to a successful issue. Tt will, perhaps, blast
Prussia’s hope of world-domination and it may help to
lead to that desired peace for which the whole world is

_the Empire on many occasions,

(ki

waiting, My Lord, for the first time perhaps th]: szn?
of India are fighting 6,000 miles away.fron.l he; ) 21.'03 :
fighting for what ? Fighting for the 11bert1es.o paf 1h1;r
fighting to secure and strengthen the foundatu;lni oIndia
own liberty, My Lord, I have mno doubt tha it
With this load on her shoulders, will reach the goﬁov;oves
her patriots desire. I am sure that no patriot W ult of
hig country has any taste for the devas.tatmg é an
Neitzsche, for thatunfortunate fate which the Ger o
nation has inflicted on Belgium and Otl{e? tr?m};his
nations. With regard to our own opportfmlfilesthl:t the
coﬁntry we are united, we are determine e thor
honour of England will be defended by 1.1e’r sOns, W M g
it is near or 6,000 miles away fro!.n India’s s]fliores.rivers '
Lord, my own province, the province of the? ve On]y,
which has rendered services not d?rlng ]fh 11’: ;JV:: saved’
but during the past history of India, ¥uoh B8 S0
will gladly and manfully

. i t.
take the lead of the Empire as it has done in the pas

With these fe§v words I beg to support the resolution.

Mz. W. E. CRUM:

Your ExXCELLENCY, in supporting ;hm res:xl:xz?tny’ .
I hope that I may speak not merely for :h,e c(:-I:v o of
which I officially represent, but also for he P e ince of
Bengal, and I presume to speak for the ir of India
Bengal because I believe that every true 0
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and of the Empire hailing from Bengal would wish,
not merely to agree with the words of this resolution,
but with the spirit which Your Excellency would desire
to associate with the passing of the resolution. Among
the recommendations which have been put before you
by the sub-committees are two which relate to the
improvement of conditions of service of the Indian
soldier. I cordially support these proposals because
I feel that those who are most closely responsible for
recruiting believe that they are just and proper, and
more especially because the gentlemen who are most
closely responsible for the splendid flow of recruits
from that most gallant province of India, the Punjab,
are fully in favour of these proposals. My Lord, in
Bengal, we are far from the scene of war. We from
the British Isles will never again geg many of our
dearest friends, but the peogle of° Bengal have not yet
felt that shock of the loss of husbands, of sons and of
brothers which other parts of Indis bave felt, 1In
other parts of India there are thousands of widowed
women who will never again know a husband’s love,
there are thousands of children whe will never again
know a father’s cave, but no part of India has felt,
and please God no part of India wi]] feel, the terror
of invasion by that great blond brute, the apostle of
" German culture, My Lord, it is because I believe
‘that India unde‘rstands what other parté of the world
have suffered, it is because I believe that she realises
what German culture stands for, the breaking of

. Promises, the mutilation and murder of c
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hildren, and

the worse than murder of Women, that I a::er:er:;ﬁ
that the best of gher, and that is all that m’a, o ; end
rise far above internal discussions and ‘ dlsr;zne and
will concentrate upon one aim and one am;l a . f:)unht
will be able proudly to say to those who aVictoryoat
for the cause of right and freedom when ¥

last comes, ¢ I have done my best I’

Mz. R. N. MUDHOLKAR :

HiGHNESSES AND

cY, YOUR
Your EXCELLENCY, in response to the

BROTHER DELEGATES AND GENTLEMEN, .
appeal of the Prime Minister, the people OfGIndlinlsllzxv;:
come and met Your Excellency and your ovlfl hour
t0 concert measures suitable for the needs of -t efor the’
measures needed for the defence of that iE l]:aftl iy ju;tice
defence of those principles of freedom, liberty,

and rjghteousness with which the name ?ﬁssolubly
the traditions of the British race are 1(111 that England’s
hected. My Lord, it has often been said that chiracter
hold over India may prove of a Qrecangust e
when the hour of need comes. This .,uszst OThat wa;‘
e8pecially in the days of my youth, P8 PR R
the faith of the Kaiser and of his peop eda ;(;’141 to 1918
Percipitated the present war. My Lofr that belief, the
have demonstrated the utter futility of tha character.
utter baselessness of that aspersion against oul;c Gallipoli
The fields of Flanders and of .NOl‘th France, o ?

f England and
con-
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of Egypt, of Palestine and Mesopotamia testify to the
resolve of the whole of India, India utder the Govern-
ment of Indian Princes, and India administered direct-
ly by the British Government, the grim resolve of India
to stand by the British Empire and to shed the best blood
of the country for the defence of that Empire. My Lord,
it is due to our faith in England that all this response to
the call of the Empire has been made, and now that a
graver crisis is developing, now that we fear that sterner
measures may have to be adopted, we obey your summons
and have come here to concert with your Government
what further steps should be taken. The collapse of
Russia has created a new danger and that danger has to
be met, Where we spokein hundreds we shall have now
to speak in thousands, and formerly, only threc years
ago, where we spokein thousands, we shall now have to
speak in lakhs. T do not know, my Lord, whether it may
not be necessary before the end of this year to
send very large reinforcements to Mesopotamia, to create
practically an army for Persia and to send them to our
faithful ally and faithful friend His Majesty the Amir
of Afghanistan, There is absolutely no doubt about the
thorough loyalty of His Majesty the Amir of Afghan-
istan, but he has to rule over a turbulent people. My
Lord, as I said, it may be necessary for the Govern-
ment of India to create a far larger army than was ever
contemplated by those who established the army system
in India,'and for this purpose it is only by associating
with the work which ordinarily used to be done by
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Government the people of the countrys thglie:debej
the country, and non-official men that you wi The man-
to obtain the numbers which are nec:essal‘y- f X that
power of the country is to be organlsed an(il 'Onr Eng-
Purpose the methods which have been followed 1 .

i d
land, the methods which have been followed in regar

h i it will
’ lo-Indlan community, .
to the European and Ang T c0 o

have to be followed in regard to the- n he future
Boys of 16 to 18 will have to be trained for the o he
in view of the eventuality of being c.alled uplorz'on be-
enlisted in the Army, all our youthiul popu z;l i 1 be
tween 21 and 41—in fact I mi,ght = 45:1_8 w?:n old
liable to be called upon for enlistment, an Z i
Imen, men like me, must be called upOnt, ?121 ?n the
regard it as a privilege to be called up OI.I’.tO TILis my
sacred cause to the utmost of OUf a_blll]l yl; ur a’nd 1
Lord, I regard as the supreme eed 0 £16 00

i i ht
have no doubt that with that union of hearts which 0ug

i i > hour
to exist, which I am sure the exigencies of the

k > all
will develop more and more between our tﬁ;lo‘girk
brethren and my Indian fellow cumiyeoh o o
Will be capable of achievement Wltho‘; t?ogs between
I come from a province where tl'le rela as a whole,
the official Europeans and the Infllans h.au(rle,I o quite
been very friendly and vesy smo(?th, o this fact that, |
sure that with a fuller recognitlon Of]i d'ls they are
whether he be a Britisher or he be a2 v lan’wovereign
both of them fellow subjects of the fSafm : tlblOSB grefl‘é
members of the same Empire and fighting 10t E.
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plzllnciples w.hich have made England what it is, there
will be no difficulty whatsoever in bringing about the
result which we consider most essential.

Then in regard to the organisation of the resources
of the country, a vast amount of work is called upon
iro;l Indifz which should have been called upon fﬁ)m
Izdil: ejvleer. It is a piFy that all the resources of
ndia re not utilised in this matter as they should

ve been two or three years ago. But let the past be
left out. We have to see to the future, and for the
greate.r demands in regard to food and in reé;ard to war
txjﬁzte:glals{, Indiajs help willbe of incalculable value to
the mpire, Sir, the army in the East will have to
e increased by several lakhs and all the needs of that

army oug ied in thi
y ought to be supplied in this country. In regard .

to these matters there have bee i ggesti
submitted to Your Excellency’::1 (:Z?::Zﬁazl;ige;z?:lf
2:,:: t.):en, I underséand, transmitted to the different
m.1 tees. There are also the resolutions of the two
czmzﬁttees which suggest what should be done, and it
ie;:iutjbe the duty of us all }oyally to carry out all those
tons and to do what lies in the power of every one
of us, whatever be his age, whatever be his occu ;rtion
whatever be his position, to work for the realisaiI;)ion 0;
those purposes upon which the existence of India, of

England, and of the cause .
s of B sl
in the world depend. ritish justice and freedom
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HON'BLE Mz, MADHU SUDAN DAS:

Your Exceriency, YoUB HIGH
TLEMEN, soon after the outbreak of the WaL, the

Tmperial Legislative Council passed a resolution 0 the
effect that India would make all the necessary sacrifices
honour and

demanded of her to uphold the dignity,
Prestige of the Empire. I had the honour to move that

resolution from my seat in the Imperial Council. Since
then the war has developed, thousands of Indians hax.’e
nders, France and 1D

died on the battlefields of Fl® .
Mesopotamia in trying to stem the current of barbarity
and militarism with which Germany proposed to €on~

which have 10w

quer the world. Their departed souls,
their abode in heaven, demand from every man that be

should take up the cause for which they have laid down
their lives. Since the date of that resolution an addi-
tional duty has been imposed upon India, and tha.p. duty
is of a most sacred nature. The graphic deseription of
the situation which Your Excellency Was pleased to
give the other day enabled us to anderstand fully the
dangers of the gituation. To understand the nature{ of
an impending danger is the first step towards averting
it. The resolution which is now pefore this Conference
has reference to measures which have been suggested
by the sub-committees arranged for the purpose. Tl’lese
IMeasures command the support of the representatives
of the whole population of India. Unanimity in 2
measure like this, unanimity 0B the issues which have

NESSES AND GEN-
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been raised by a world-wide war, certainly is a sure sign
of the earnestness of the people. Witha true percep-
tion of the danger ahead, with a proper discrimination
between Imperial and Indian interests, with the support
which these resolutions have received from the Ruling
Chiefs of India, one may safely say India’s
‘Ruling Chiefs and India’s educated people stand
united to-day. The support which this Conference
has received from Her Highness the Begum Sahiba
of Bhopal does not represent ker support only. 1
think and I believe it represents the support of other
illustrious daughters of India who, for obvious reasons,
are unable to be present. So I may truly and justly
say that the sons and daughters of India stand wunited
to-day, determined to do their utmost to secure victory
in this war for their King-Emperor. This Council
Chamber has often been the scene of animated discus-
sions. All the discussions on differences between the
Government and the people or between the people
themselves can bhe summarised in three little words.
Those words are : * India for Indians ’. The war and the
present situation have changed the angle of vision. It
is not any more a cry of ““India for Indians”. T je cry
to-day is ‘‘Indians for India”. By the unanimous
support which the Conference hag given to the measures

embodied in the resolution, we have laid the foundation

of a temple of concord, and I am sure that, when the
days of peace return, on that foundation will rise 3
temple within which will be installed the majestic

-

Position of our Empire.
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figures of England and India like two sisters pledged

to maintain each other’s honour.

HON'BLE Mz, RAJENDRA NARAYAN CHOW-
DHURY :

Your ExcEniENcy, YOUR HIGHNESSES AND
BROTHER DELEGATES, it has fallen to my lot to t‘;:
your patience if already you have not been tired. ve
all know the necessity for coming here, a?nd at the saoht
time T know personally the mission which has br(fu:;h
me here from the far distant land of Assam. .It is f i
mission of loyalty and devotion and the -read:lnesséosd |
Sacrifice at this present juncture. I have un ers -
the spirit of this call. It is a oal! to arms 1;11 one
respect, and it is a call to make sacrifices to crus

i the
b . d its allies. We kn?w :
ittt o Bogie British prowess 18 still

llency told us, we

domi ' o Y dr Exce
minant, but still, as Yo the reason why we

have got to see ahead and that is

have gbeen brought together here. Asl ’have f;,lread.;f'
stated, I will simply tire Your Excellency's patience i
I were to make a long address. 1 will therefore cut mi
remarks short and say that I Whe]e-heartedly support
the resolution so ably moved hy the Hoﬁ’ble Mover.

The  resoiution was put t0 the

Conference and
carried unnimously.
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HON’BLE SIR WILLIAM MEYER:

Your ExceLLEncy, YouR HIGHNESSES AND
GENTLEMEN, in the speech with which Your
Excellency opened this Conference you invited the
co-operation of all in securing the success of the coming
War Loan. You indicated at the same time that your
Government propose to consider later on, in conjunction
with the Legislative Council, how far it will be feasible
for India to increase her contribution to His Majesty’s
Government for war purposes, or assist financially in
other ways. But you observed that at the present
moment it was necessary to concentrate our efforts on
that form of assistance which India can most usefully
and readily give in connection with the existing crisis,
that is to increass her combatant power and her
production for war purposes : accordingly, you contined
the scope of the formal committees appointed to these
latter objects. I thought it desirable, however, to
assemble a quite informal committee, consisting of
me{nbexfs of this Conference who are specially capable
of dealing with financial subjects, to consider various
practical questions in connection with the coming War
Loan, and that informal committee met yesterday
afternoon. It included besides Their Highnesses the
Maharaja Secindia and the Maharaja Jam Saheb of
Navanagar my friend the Hor’ble Sir Ibrahim Rahim-
toola, and the following gentlemen : —

Sir Bernard Hunter,
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Dr. Nair, -

Mr. Rama Rayaningaf,

Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar,
Mr. Kasturiranga Iyengar,
Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy,
Mr. Hogg,

Mr. M. de P. Webb,

Mr. Manmohan Das Ramj,
Mr. Sitanath Roy,

Mr. Surendranath Banerjea,
Mr. Crum,

The Nawab Bahadur of
Sir John Campbell,
Mr. C. Y. Chintamani,
Mr. T. Smith, .
Sirdar Sunder Singh Majithis
Major Sir Umar Hyat Igha.n,
Sir Gangadhar Chitnavis,
Mr. Mudholkar, and

Mr. Currie.

Murshidabad,

T desire to say that many useful suggestions were

made, and that the informal committee asked me to tt?ll
this Conference that they pledge themselves to doallin
their power to ensure the success of India’s coming War
Loan. I am sure that that will be the general sense of

the Conference also.
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CLOSING SPEECH BY HISJEXCELLENCY THE
VICEROY.

Your HIGHNESSES AND GENTLEMEN, we have
now come to the end of our deliberations, and I think
you will all say with me that it has been good for each
one of us to have been here. It has been a?n ex perience
and an inspiration, an experience that has never fallen
f,o the. lot of any one here, an experience which no onc
in India has ever had., From all the ends of India you
have been gathered together representing, I hope, cvery

shade of opinion and every possible community. You .

have come here, you have taken counsel together, you
ha-v'e had put before you the facts with re:ra.rd t,o the
crisis. You havo been willing to sink all winor differ-
ences for the moment and to think and consider what
you can do for your King, for the Empire, and for your
c.m}ntry . Tam proud to have had the pl‘i\’lileoe of pre-
siding over such a Conference. Now that you are
going back to your homes, I want you to take with you
the words which His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar
l}ttered.in his speech just now “you are going to per-
form “flthout fail what you have resolve(i, heli.” gou
are going back to your provinces fortified and inspired
by the days of labour that you have spent here. I have
to thank those gentlemen who ha.vs come .from the
ends of India to conmsult and consider together here.

* delegation.
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n represented by a
ot has only oné

Hon’ble Maung B&l.l T?o. I
nsibility for nob having issued

a wider invitation to that province. Tt was not .because
I undervalue the assistance that Burma can gn.'e, no.r
because I do not know that Burma wishes fo be 1dent1t-
fied in every way with Indiain this great movemeﬂl,
but because I was sure that the inconvenience of traYsl-
ling would be so great. I felt that it migh.t be poss; te
that the Burman delegates would even arrive too 8 ,:
for our deliberations, and therefore -1 expressly did no
invite Burma to send & delegation- T would say h:;:
that Burma has done great deeds in the past for
Empire, that she has contrihuted in men, 1 e
contributed in money and that Burma may ‘tvle
Proud of what gshe has done. 1 feel sure that sbé
soon have reason to be even prouder.

Now with regard to the resolutions thems.el'vles;
the fipst resolution it has been =¥ proud privilege
to forward to His Majesty the K.mg-Emperor, a:hias
reply to his gracious messag® which T read .t° -
Oonference the other day, the gecond resolution v:he
be #5rwarded through the Secretary of State 1:;0 t}'mt
Prime Minister. Isaid in wy "% T felt
the eyes of the world were upon India and tha ready
sure that we who are gathere er here aré

d togeth ]y confident
(9)
to quit ourselves like men. 1 feel perfectly .

Every province except one has bee
e Burma Governme

representative here, the
take upon myself full respo

¥

~
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that when these resoluti
0 6iront Brites solutions of the Co
that Wethf:;tam. :.nd to the Dominions, I111;f e::ilifebgo 01.1*‘
fectly consciogul ;‘ed ourselves like men. I o ol
moment, that ti:rethe fact, I do not blink it af[: e
who lay great tres;u'e representatives in this OOnf:r one
do not underrate th upon certain domestic matt ence
underestimate the .elr zeal in these matters. No: rs(i i
they would like t l;’:POI'ta,nce of these questions h(3 h
ference. But le: ave brought up before 1;hisWClc
has beon done to \thme assure them that no prej d?n-
rather the attitud o cause they have at hegr?utlllce
here to-day the;l e of those who have been e
these quest,i()n act that men who feel str Piesent
Ermpire calls ; ds;hould have been ready W(;fg ’ t;m
say ‘“No, this 00111‘101) fgr th’? moment these ma,tt: i llz
will raise sym ath o8 I.'St. 1 say that this aisf}.tand
time. This C(I)]nf y which must bear its fruit i 12 .
from the passin erence has had a practical sid et
been of valus § f ofh these resolutions to-day eI:Pl:'rt
committees to takt at we have been able thl:ou h t}?s
we have been ah] e gentlen.len into our confi dEncg o e
in the secrecy of o stions of man power ¢ te’l "
been able to do committee, the work that'owe lgou,
to explain why ?:1 d to set out the facts at our d; -a.vle
found it diffoult is that the Government of Ind.sg;;sa ’
urge those who to do certain things, and 11? o
press us upon o :infe to the special cor’nmitt why we
their practical s.r ain matters. '5”111)-00mn:1't‘;e o e
ide, and I feel sure that thosel eﬁs ll]mve
wha have

b
een present on these 0

have been of great value.

. |

mmittees will 8° away able 0
1 -think

pack to their homes.
that he has not

has been here.
rtunately the
ou have to

help us when they get

Mr, Ironside, in his speech, suggested

had very much opportunity while he
has been unfo

May I assure him , if that
case, that in an assembly Jike this, where §
get committees together, it perforce happens
that individuals do not get their chance.

has been so, 1 can only say that it 18 to be
regretted, and I hope that wh

to Bengal, he will, with all that fer vour an
o’'s CAus

desire to help the Empir

renowned, throw himself int0 the work of ha
colflmittee, and will be able to give Uus hi
assistance in the province of Bengal.

which this Conference must

In my closing

thoroughly
back

s provinciﬂ
s unstinted

There is another sphere in

Imperial Legislative Council 3
asked Hon’ble Members wher the,
to try and educate people with regard t
and inconveniences which 2% 1
with the present state of things:
members know, very great di
with our railways. Those diffi
our travelling public. I pelieve 1 .
am speaking without the pook—that ¥ reduced 2%
rain miles & month.

year something like a millio®
Well, now go back from pere and tell people who,
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after all, do not know the causes of things, tell them
why these things are in a bad state, and how even iu
this little inconvenience which they suffer they are
doing something to help. I believe we have only got
to tell people these things in order to win their
co-operation and support. But it is impossible for it to
be done officially. It can be done by you, gentlemen,

who are non-officials who can educate people in these
matters.

There is one matter in which, I am sure, we shall
receive support. In this Conference we have not dealt
through a committee of the Conference with the large
‘l‘le.StiOD of finance. Now, I am very jealous of the
position of the Imperial Legislative Council. The
question of finance is essentially one in which we have 0
consult and carry with us the members of our Imperial
Legislative Council. 'We have endeavoured through the
informal meeting which has been held by the Hon’ble
Fhe Finance Member to do something towards enlighten-
ing certain members With regard to our ﬁn:,ncial
‘?ﬂ?orts, but T am of the decided opinion that the matter
15 one which can only properly be discussed in our
Im.perla.l Legislative Council. In September, we shall
bein a position, I trust and hope, to disouss matters with
the Imperial Legislative Council, There can be no
direction in which India or the Government of India
can fail to respond to the call from Great Britain when
that call is made, whether it is for men, whether it is

| The.v are one with India and the

.and that in all the resolutions
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for materials or whether it is for money. 1 feel con-

. - hould
X . - h of India thab we SBUT
fident that it will be the Wish O ndequately make in

try and see what response Wwe can 2 o
that matter of financé which 18 essentially & matter 10

the Imperial Legislative Council.

This Conference has been unique, because -W ece:l zz: '
had here not only representatives fr?m the. ]9rovlf1;Om the
also as many as, I think, fiftee? Ruling Princes 1 Con-
Native States, This has beet * greot Il;lll)e' High-
ference and therefore it was es'sen’tlal t};a.t e n::l;nterests
Desses should' be rePTesented' P?ey- - jal matters.
separate from the rest of India 10 .nnperl ; been

Empire and it has

here
ve been able to be )
a great benefit to us that they ::z‘a ¢ have been passed 18

ration as well as the

embodied their willing €0-OP° this country. But

Willing co-operation of the whole of 10 pass without in-
I should not like this Conferen® ](;‘fh the Ruling
forming it of a resolution ¥ 1

ked me to
Princes who have been present here-hair;}na:;eior. The
forward to His Majesty t]/1e King

: . ited decided at an
Ruling Princes who have been m“he ogth April 1918

informal meeting held by them 0% the . to
“to convey thrgugh His Excellency tht(;l eVlc:;'zZWGd
His Majesty the King-Emperet Ity an
ssurances of thelr unswervios 10)’: tI}lreir Jeterming-
mept to His Imperial Majosty ad © t of their abilities
tion to continue unabated t0 the utmost © ,
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and resources their
eff
of the war.”’ orts for the successful prosecution

. Zngm;(:dthe Prime Minister's message came to
been rallyin te my reply, the Ruling Princes have
been s g. g to the cause of jhe Empire. They have
I will ‘:)I;lmg Oﬁe.rs of. contributions and offers of men.
come in a{n;n el}l:flon just a few of those which have
A b bw ich have not already been published and
are een made by some of their High h

yresent here to-day. ghnesses Who

. . R
i{{ls Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda 15 lakhs
is Highness the Maharaja Si ' |
aja Sindhia of
Gwalior . ’
. . . . 15 lakhs a year
so long as the
war continues.

His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir 5 lakh
11 . a .
His Highness the Maharaja of Jaipur . khs

J akns.

His Highness the Maharao of Kutch 1 lakh ear

. 1llakh a yea

for the pe-

riod of the
o war,
His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar 1 lakh
. . ) o

His Highness the Maharaja Jam

Sahib of Nawanagar 3 lakh

. . akhs a year

as long a8 the

war lasts.
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I have to thank their Highnesses for baving come
here. Tt has added lustre to the Conference. It has
shown that we in India know of no real distinction
}I’etween Britich Tndia and the Native

mperial issues are at stake.

States when

And now I have only to wish you garewell. 1
thank you all from the pottom of my heart for your
attendance here. I thank you OO0 behalf of the King-
Emperor for the resolutions you have passed and I feel
confident that you will return to your provinces with
hope strengthened and fortified and inspired by what
has passed here, and determined to do whatever lies in
your power for the safety, honour and welfare of our

S . . o s
overeign and his Dominions.

HON'BLE Mz, M. A. JINNAH:

Your ExcELLENCY, YOUR HIGHENESSES AND GEN-
1 have been

TLEMEN, before this Conference disperses
ote of thanks

asked by some of my friends to propose @ v
to Your Excellency for convening this Conference. I

need not tell you that it is a great pleasure and honour

to me to qo so. We all kno¥ this Conference is a
‘ nce. Never before

unique and unprecedénted Confere
uch a Conference

in the history of British India w88 © ;
gked by the President

convened, - We have been 3 ;
O.f the Conference to fully realise the gravity of the
situation and the critical times through which we are
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passing. I am sure I am voicing the opinion of every
one present here when I say that when we came here

we came fully determined to co-operate with the.

Government and to résolve measures which will ensure
security not only to India butto the Empire as a whole.
I believe there is not a man in this Conference who will
be unwilling to make any sacrifice for the safety of our
Motherland and of our hearths and homes. We consult-
ed together and we made suggestionsin the committee
stage including the proposal which was referred to by
His Excellency and over-ruled as irrelevant, but I can
assure Your Excellency that we did it simply with the
view of convincing the Government in this country that
in your entire aims we respond whole-heartedly to the
call that has been made; our desire is to respond to
the call whole-heartedly, and if the proposals embodied

in the resolution of my friend Mr., Khaparde were

accepted and given due consideration, it would facilitate
the attainment of the object you have at heart; you
will enable us to co-operate with you in a far greater
measure than at present.

I am one of those who come under the class which
Your Excellency mentioned. T have been very keenly
interested in domestic struggles. My Lord, Your
Excellency is occupying the position of a represent-
ative of England. The Empire never had faced the
struggles, trials and dangers that it has faced for
the last three years. At this moment, my .Lord, a8

.Proper agpirations, and I am sure

-
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eror We ask you %o

 repregentative of the King-EmP Jegitimate 9:“‘1

bear with us, to sympathise with our’

elther in this hall or outside of it SBOWE 38 & © " gy g
that he is g citizen of the empi.re, tha bhe denied the
oqual subject and that he Will 20F B0 LTy cpn
freedom which European British s'ub]ec 8 '.\'S ihere 18
tell you this, that under those clrcumstancecriﬁce his
10t an Indian who will not be read?’ t;;l sainterest of
last.drOP of blood, his last breath i H9.

his Motherland and the Empire-

welcome this Confere

to achieve ‘muoh,
T entire-
f Alwar

Personally, I most cordially
énce, We may not have beed able
otill T weloome the idea of such
. free with what £ Highne” interests sepa.rate
ol that the Buling Friness e ?0 : have gob their
from ours, It may be that the Princes

be that they
OWn internal affairs to look after. . :itf;?;yand that we
should not interfere in our internd f the Native States.

should not interfere in the affairs O
But we are all Indians and we
Country, I welcome the suggestior

! o al moment. X
domestic differences at this O::‘E:n Mr, Ironside said

Welgome our Buropean friends, ¥ ds, and I am U
that he wighed to address us as fr1e? h;m he represent®
Mr. Tronside and his community w

. jew them.
will view us with the same spirit 88 we Vi



’
e

98

Now i '
Jonger atfd (ioa not wish to detain this Conference any
. the,eonf m sure that I am echoing the feelings
o erence When I say that we must pass a
al vote of thanks to His Exceliency the ViceIr)oy

The Conference then dissolved.

*
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APPENDIX L

’Proceedings of the War Conference held at Delhis April
27th to 29th, 1917. o
| —
of the Con-

in which the objects

lished on April 18th, 1918 =

ereThe following communiqué,
nce were explained, was pub

Communique-

With reference to the telegrams which have passed betweer the
Prime Minister und the Viceroy, is Excellency the Governor-
General has decided to convene 2 meeting representative of all-Ind}a
at Delhi on the 27th instant. His Excellency has invited certain
Ruling Chiefs to attend as well as all pon-official Membezs of bi8

own Legislative Council. He has also invited Provincial Goverr”
¢ all shades of opinion to

Ments to send delegates representative 0

attend the Conference, the object of which is t invite the co-OPE™™
ation of all olasses—firstly, in, sinkin8 domestio dissensi?ns an
bringing about a cessation of political pwpaganda. during the
?resent crisis ; secondly, in securing the active support of all clas'ses
in such meagures as may be necessary for the successful prosecution
of the war with special reference &0 man-power &nd the develoP”
ment, of Tndia’s resources ; and thirdlys in cheerfully bear i“?"_ the
Sacrifices which may be necessary 40 achieve victory. The Viceroy
18 iniviting the Heads of Provincial Governments follow up th°
Projected meeting at Delhi by sonyening & meetivg in their oW2
Provinces as soon after the 27th a8 Possible Qith a view to (:,onoerf-
ing measures for giving effect to the resolutions desling ,thh. the
above subjects which may be passed ot Delbi and which willbe

duly published, -
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APPENDIX II

CONSTITUTION OF THE CONFERENCE.

Chairman :

HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY,

Official Members :
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

The Hon’ble Sir William Meyer, K.CS.I, K.C.I.LE.
The Hon'ble Sir Claude Hill, K.CS8.1, C.1E.

The Hon’ble Sir Sankaran Nair, Kt., C.LLE.

The Hon’ble Sir George Lowndes, K.C.S.I,, K.C.

The Hon’ble Sir George Barnes, K.C.B.
The Hon’ble Sir William Vincent, K¢,

Ruling Princes.
. His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar.
His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda.
Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal.
His Highness the Maharaja of Bikanir,
His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch Behar,
His Highness the Maharao of Cutch.
His Highness the Maharaj Rana of Dholpur.
His Highness the Maharaja of Gwalior.
His Highness the Maharaja of Indore,
His Highness the Maharaja of Jaipur,
His Highness the Maharaja of Kapurthala.
His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir,
Hijs Highness the Maharaja of Kolhapur.

 His Highness the Maharaja Jam Sahib of Navanagar.

His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala,
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The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur B. N. Sarma.
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Mr. Srinivasa Sastrl.

Mr. V. J. Patel. .
Babu Surendranath Banerjea.

Rai Sita Nath Ray Bahadar.

Pandit Madan Moban Malaviya.

Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru.
Sardar Bahadur SZ .
ung Bah Too, U-1:
g:i Biha.dur Krishna Sahay.
Mr. Kamini Kumar Chanda.
Mr. Ganesh Srikris
Mr. K. V. Rangasv{amy
Raja Sir Rampal Singh,
Raja Rajendra Naray
Rai Bahadur Bishan
Mir Asad Ali Khan,
Mr. M. A. Jinnah.

E., K.S.M.

hna Khapal‘de-
Ayyangar-
K.C.LE.
»n Bhanja Deo
Dut Sukul.
Khsn Bahadur.

islati uncil.
Members of the Imperial Legislative Co

(dar Sundar Singh Majithia.

Mr. Abdur Rahim. Al\i Chaudhri, Khan Bahadur.

Nawab Saiyed Nawab
Raja Sir Muhamm
K.C.LE., of Mahm®
Mr, Mazhar-ul-Haq.
r, M. N. Hogg.
giir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy:
Khan Bahadur Mian
Khan Zulfikar Ali Khan, C.
Subadar-Major and Hono:
" Sardar Bahadur, LO-
Sir G, M, Chitnavis.

Muham:

A

ad Ali Muhamm
dabad.

ad Khan,
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Provincial Representatives.

MADRAS,

The Hon’ble Mr. Rajagopalachariar.
The Prince of Arcot.

Sir Sivaswami Iyer.

The Raja of Bobbili.

Dr. T, M. Nair,

Mr. P. Ramarayaningar.

Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Iyer.

Sir B&pard Hunter. /
Mr, Kasturiranga Iyengar. , .

The Hon’ble Mr, H. F. W. Gillman, C.S.I.,/ representing
Provincial Recruiting Board.

BOMBAY.

The Hon’ble Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola,

8ir Dorab Tata.

Sir Narayan Chandravarkar, .

The Hon’ble Mr. R. P. Paranjpye.

The Hon’ble Mr, Ghulam Hussain Hidayat-ullah.

The Hon’ble Mr, Manmohandas Ramji,

Mr. M. K, Gandhi.

Mr. M. deP, Webb.

The Hon’ble Mr, P. R. Cadell, CLE,, representing Provincial
Recruiting Board. ;

BENGAL,

. The Hon’ble 8ir Satyendra Sinha.
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad.
‘Raja Bahadur Sashi Acharji Chowdhury, of Mymensingh,
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‘Sir Rajindra Nath. Mookherjee.

Mr. Byomkesh Chakravarti.
Babu Ambica Charan Mozumdar.
Babu Ananda Chandra Roy-
Mr. W. E. Crum:

Dr. 8. K. Mullick, representing Provincial Reoruiting Board .

UNITED PROVINCES.

The Hon’ble Raja of J ehangirabad.

Kuar Sahib of Benares.

The Hon’ble C. Y. Chintamani.

The Hon’ble Pandit Jagat Narain.

The Hon’ble Lala Janki Prasad.

The Hon’ble Nawab Abdul Majid, C.I.E.

The Hon’ble Syed Wazir Hasan.

The Hon’ble Babu Moti Chand, C.I.E.

Hon’ble Mr. T. Smith.

gﬁ: Hon’ble 8ir John Campbell, K.CS8I,

Provincial Recruiting Board.

C.LE., representing

PUNJAB.

Raja Daljib Singh.

Raja Narendra Nath,

The Hon’ble Sardar Gajjan Singh.

The Hon’ble Ch'audh?i Lal Chand. .

‘The Hon’ble Kban Bahadur Fazl—i-HUSSGm-

Maulvi Rahim Baksh.

The Hon’ble Mr. Caurrie.

Major Sir Umar Hyat Khan,
Board.

representing Provineial Recruiting



104

BIHAR AND ORISSA.

Maharaja Bahadur of Darbhanga. (Unable to attend.)
Syed Hasan Imam.

Mr. Madhu Sudan Das, C.1.E.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Khwaja Muhammad Noor.
The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Purnendu Narayan Sinha,
The Hon’ble Mr. W, A, Ironside.

Maharaja Babhadur of Durnaraon.

Mr, E. L. L. Hammond, I.C.S., representing Provincial
Recruiting Board.

CENTRAL PROVINCES,

The Zemindar of Khujji.

Rao Bahadur K. G. Damle.

Dr. Munje.

Rai Sahib Mathura Prasad.

Mr. R. N. Mudholkar, C.LE.

Lientenant-Colonel ~ Crosthwaite, ropresenting  Provincial
Recruiting Board.

ASSAM.

The Hon’ble Mr. Hickman.

The Hon’ble Rai Babadur Nalini Kanta Rai Dastidar.
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Syed Abdul Majid.

The Hon’ble Mr. Rajendra Narayan Chowdhury.

Mr. Bhupendra Narayan Singh Chowdhury,

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE.
Mr. Sasd-uddin. ‘

Mr. 8. E. Pears, 1.C.S., representing Provincial Reoruiting
Board.

1056

The Hon’ble Mr, W. M. Hailey, C8.1, C.LE.

Rai Sahib Piare Lal. .
Khan Bahadur Pirzada Mohammad Husain.

Expert Advisers.
Sir Thomas Holland, K.C.LE., President, Indian Munitions
1
Board.
Lieutenant-General H. Hudson,

General.

¢.B, CLE, Adjutant

Officials in attendance.

Mr. R. E. Holland, C.LE, I C.8., Officiating Secretary, Foreign
r.R. E. ,C.LE, L

and Political Department. e Board,
Captain Feiling, Secretary, Central Recr:ntmgs oart  ome
Mr. Tennant Sloan, L.C.S,, Additional Under Secretary,

Department.
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APPENDIX III.

Report of the Sub-Committee on. Man-power.

Th . . .

" et?ub Committee appointed by the Conference to consider

mObt?lt}es ion of man-power, and to suggest measures designed to
ilize that power effectively, beg to report as follows :—

I, - : eq s
confe g‘he iub Con?m‘ttee: considering that their terms of reference
ca.lcuIIIZt dtt eir deliberations to the consideration of measures
Lt ed to secure an immediate development of man-power for
W;ilcirihpurposes, have excluded from this report certain proposals

ey regard
b i vion garded as only remotely relevant to the objects they

menﬁ' Mony concrcte Pl"Op(?sals have been received from the
e ers present of Provincial Recruiting Boards, dealing with
a'ndx el;e; ::Is)::l‘zs (;f recruitil.lg organization, such as the organization
N of the Indian Defence Force, the Indian soldier’s
meﬂtyand aW an.ceS, the method of payment of the bonus in recruit-
referred b I;hlnc;rease of tl.ne recruiting staff, These have been
Cent; 1Ry o ub-Committee to the further consideration of the
ral Recruiting Board and the Adjutant-General.

111, . )
the fofl T}le Sub-Committee desire to submit to the Conference
owing resolutions and recommendations ;—

(2) Th::,:n;his Cor?lmittee recommend that the Conference
ackncir fiodes Majesty .the King-Emperor a guitable
e W .e gment of. his gracious message to which

ia will respond with enthusiastic alacrity.

() Thgtovt:ﬁs Committee offer its cordial support to the
) Tament of .Indm in largely increasing voluntary
recruitment during the present year

Names of Members of
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The Sub-Committee are of opinion that India’s effort should
be a voluntary one, and that it is not necessary at

present to consider the question of conscription.

(¢45) That this Committee desire to impress on the Govern-
rent the necessity for the grant of 2 substantial

number of King’s Commissions to Indians, and urge
ag & corollary to this that measures be taken for train-

ing the recipients of these commissions.

recommend that the Government be
at delay, the question of
£ Indian soldiers.

(iv) That this Committee
invited to consider, witho

substantial increase of the pay ©

(v) That this Committee desire that the question of the con®
stitution and development'of (a) Publicity Bureaux
and (8) Employment Bureanx in the various provinces
be commended to the favourable consideration of

Government.
the Sub-Committee on

Man-power.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Cbief, Chatrman.

1.

2. His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir.
3. His Highness the Maharaja of Bikanir.
4. His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala.
5, Hon’ble Sir William Meyer.

6. Hon’ble Sir William Vincent.

7. Lientena.nt-General J.-Hudson.

8, Hon’ble Mr. Gillman,

9. Mr. R. E. Holland.
10. Raja of Bubbili. ‘
11. Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Iyer.
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12, Prince of Arcot,

13. Dr. 7, M. Nair,

14. Hon’ble Mr, M A, Jinnah,
15. Hon’ble Mr, R. P. Paranjpye.
16. Hon’ble Mr. V. J. Patel.

17, Hon’ble Mr. M, N. Hogg.
18. Hon’ble Mr. P. R. Cadell,

19, Dr. 8. K, Mullick,

20. Hon’ble Baby Surendranath Banerjea.,

21. Mr. W, E, Crum,

22. Mr, B, Chakravarti,

23. Nawab Syed Nawab Al; Chaadhury.
24, Hon’ble Siy J obn Campbell.

25. Hon’ble Pandit M. M. Malaviya,
26. Hon’hle Babu Moti Chand,

27. Hon’ble Nawal, Abdul Majid.
28. Hon’ble Sarday Gajjan Singh.
29. Hon’ble Chaudhury Lal Chand,
30, Hon’ble Fazl-i-Hussain,

31. Major Sir Umar Hyat Khan,
82. Hon’ble Mjan Muhammad Shag.
33. Hon’ble Captain Ajab Khan,

84. Maharaj, Bahadur of Dumraop,
86. Mr. E. 1, L. Hammond,

36. Mr. Hagsap Imam,

37. Raja of Kanika,

38. Hon’ble My, G. 8, Khaparde,
39. Hon’ble iy G. M. Chitnavis,
40. Hon’ble My, B. D. Sukul,

41. Dr. Munji,

42. Hon’ble My, K. K. Chanda,

43, Captain Feiling, Secretary,
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cos,
Report of the Sub-Committee on Resour

nsider
The Sub-Committee appointed by the anff}:en:fe tgl::it:ons,
e Su der the hea )
ion of India’s resources, un eport unani-

:Jhe qu::?:::ions and Food-supply, have the honour to rep

omm
mously as follows :— . roci-
In the first place, they are of opinion that ltfw;lliebe\::rali)? the
n the ’ cution o

. in the successful prose : oll as
wole assxstm;ceo;ﬂ If]deia. and the provincial Govemmistse ::r; o
g:";:ﬁ;:l::an be so guided as to ?ractlie ve;co;iz:oyl; o lieve that
. irection. The Sub-Committee 1av lcome from
sible dlrec.tw; dia and Burma will at this Jlfnct.ure we l::o bt and
all classes in ;t of India advice and indlcatmnj of t iating o

nm : egu

:::es? x::::;]s wherever possible of controlling and reg

v in the possession
.material both in Government departments and in p
¢

for thé prosecu-
f private persons, which is in any way necessi:::y won bo offested in
tion f the warto final vietory. Bconomies ca cach Locality,
o irections, one of which is the consumthf‘ m i nesdless
many direc ibl,e of local products only, thus diminis bl é, e
as far as ;iosson ,the railways. In Particular the Su ;nents -
cros%d::ath:t it shonld be suggested to localt'ogoi;eieir expendi-
cﬁnmshould consicer the possibility of = l‘ed“"hl building operations
oy nblic works, the postponement of suc e aten ol
e <§;’of an absolutely urgent character and .ehlu toaally. To
as':frel'l of building materials which are P"’f’“rai] eﬁ B
ul?'hza:;o:he Sub-Committee desire to sng:g‘e‘i%lm ; tGio :‘1_1" » =
:d:;tion by the Conference of the following Hesolution :

Resolution I.
ovincial and—where
() “ This Conference recommends that pr

i on the former of which non-
i8 is desirable~—State committees, on 1 ol b
z}{;::ilal Indian opinion should be adequately represented,
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formed for th
e purpose of advising G

Of encou . g overnment de artm

ety o :agmg the people to confine their private ::, IUireents tand
demands fI:)(;SSlbhe to local products, in order to sav:;l unnxs::s:a: .
wivising Direrz.l Wa,}; t.ra'nsport, and for the further, purpose o};
any districts (;x(:;s . tCltvlil Supplies as to the special “;ceﬂsilzies of

Ty as to the commodities for ; ' .

priority should be given on the railwayis:,m which they think that

() * This Confer
e e . ence recomim
minimising the serions hardships to 5;1:9 S{at for the purpose of
of trad . public and the di i
o :1h:tc;1lxse§ by the congestion of traffic onr railways i;s.locatlon
me; o e t;hovernment should with as little delay as ,o s'ls)lnicelj-
. 1 .
. 0;’ .e construction by itself of river craftp fi}r'iila ;
. . . N a
PoSsiSle (;fo sallmg.nhlps for ocean transport and also a : ?
B ions steamships, and should by the grant of Subse' d'zr az
- encourage the i v sidics ©
agencies.” construction of .the same by private

2. In the next place, and with th "
ot X ¢ same end in view -
Comr 100;; a;jogers;xaded that considerable development ,1: h:oszil::e
ot by g uction of war materials and other mun'itions and
that by rEducinngha. provincial machinery much could be “done
A exist; t eéocal consumPtiOn of material needed for war
e t:\: 0 . such provincial organisations would aleo
o gt :beheve, i?e us?ful in preventing or alleviatin ’
it commend t::st in, and inflation of, prices. For these reas gﬁ;
fhey S0t he Conference the adoption of the foll i
‘ owing

Resolution 11,

46 Phi .
18 Conf
erence vecommends that provincial, and where
] , — ,

this is desirable—8
/ tate committees, th
official . s e former consisti
‘ als and non-officials, should ke formed to advi:: 1tsh]en§rol:r?f1};i:f
i

.t

Ry,
)

t
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Controllers of Munitions regarding the measures to be adoptéd for—

oduction of war materials ;

(a) stimulating the local pr
£ material wanted for

(5) reducing the Jocal consumption ©

war use ;

g local irregularities in, and ipflation of,

(c) preventin
-prices.”

3. For the purpose of giving effect to the foregoing Resolution
y that the Munitions Board-—

"the Sub-Committee think it pecessarT,
upon which it s, desirable that Indians ghould be appcinted-—

should be in close communication with the proposed committees,
and, tox this end, they recommend that the following Resolution be

 passgd:—
K L Resolution II1-

ends that the Munitions Board
with the provincial ‘and State
d, for the purpose of organising
- of materials for war

«This Conference recomm
should place itself in communication
these are forme

committees, where
nection with the supply

district work in con

-use.”’ By
4. In connection with the development of India’s resources in
food-stuffs the Sub-Committee have reason to believe that 'useful
resnlts wounld accrué from the 'appointment in all provinces:—-and,
* where this ie desirable, in States—of committees acting in co-oper-
ation ‘with the local” Directors of Agriculture, where these exist,

The functions of such committees ghould be to educate the agri-
calturist in the direction of making the best possible use of his land
for the produetion of different kinds of food-stuffs, and to obtain

_and disseminate in ricts in regard to facilities

formation in the dist
for procuring fortilisers of all kinds for the development of agri-
culture.

To this end the Sub-Commit?ée suggest the adoption  of

. the following Resolution :—
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) Resolution IV,

i b'll‘hxs Conferenct.a advises that provincial and—where this i8
ira e——-Sta:te committees, the former consisting both of officials
Zl-]d -non-ofﬁcufls, should be formed—with, if necesary, subordinate
1?tnct committees—to advise in consultation with the local
Dxre.ct??s. of Agriculture, where these exist, in regard to the
possibilities of developing the production of particular food-stuffs
anfl to c?llate and propagate information likely to be of value

to tlfe agriculturist on the subject of manares, implements, etc
required for such development ; also to recomm,end to the G,ovérn.’—

ment what steps mi -~ .
waste lands.” ps might be taken to facilitate the cultivation of

5. Lastly, the Committee recommend that the Munitions
Board and the various advisory committees constituted for war
.work sho.ult?, as far as this is consistent with the public interests
1ssu.e periodical communiqués or reports givin inff)or t t,
their activities, requirements, and results, ¢ meton =7

Names of Members of the Sub.Committee on
Resources,

Hon’ble Sir Clande Hill, Ckasrman

Hfm’ble Sir George Barnes. '

Hfs Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior

Hx.s Highness the Maharaja of Alwar, '

His Highness the Maharaj Rana of 1.)holpur.

His Highness the Maharaja Jam
J .
" Sir Thomas Holland. 1 Jam Sahib of Navanagar.

Hon’ble Mr. 8. Sastri,

H'on’l-)le Rao Bahadur B, N. Sarma
. 8ir Sivaswami Iyer. .
. Mr. Kasturiranga Iyengar.

L

-

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18,
19,
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
2b.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
3b.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
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Hon’ble Sir Ibrabim Rabimtoola.

Sir Dorab Tata. ’

Hon’ble Sir Fazalbhoy Currimbhoy.
Mr. M. deP. Webb.

Hon’ble Mr. Manmohandas Ramji.
Sir R. N. Mukberji.

Hon’ble Babu A. C. Mozumdar.
Raja of Mymensingh.

Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad.
Hon’ble Rai Sita Nath Ray Bahadur.
Hon’ble Mr. C. Y. Chintamani.
Hon’ble Mr. T. Smith.

Hon’ble Dr. Tej Babadar Sapru.
Hon’ble Maung Bah Too.
Raja Daljit Singh.

Raja Narendra Nath.
Maulvi Rabim Buksb.
Hon’ble M. Currie.
Hon’ble Nawab Zulfikar Ali
Hon’ble Sardar Sunder Sing
Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Ironside.
Hon’ble R. B. Krishna Sahai.
Hon’ble Maharaja of Darbhanga.
Hon’ble Mr. Mazhar-ul-haq.
Hon’ble Mr. M. 8. Das.

Rao Bahadur K. G. Damle.

The Zemindar of Khujji.
Mr. R.'N. Mudholkar.
Rai Sabib Mathura Prasad.
Hon’ble Mr. Rajendra Nar:

Mr. Saad-uddin.
Mr. Tennant Sloan, Secretary-

Khban.
h Majithia.

ayan Chowdhury:
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APPENDIX 1V.
P .
ress Communique dated Simla, the 2nd May 1918.

The ;
recetved P:gce?;hngs of the recent Conference at Delhi have already
smmarise ;’:i‘eg’able publicity, but it is thought desirable to
¥ what it was able to effect, and to explain what

practical steps the Gove
. over ' i
out its recommendations. e popose o ke moxier fo

The resolutions
of th
subjecte— e Conference were confined to two main
(¢) the utilization of India’s man-power ;
#) th - ’
(%) the development and utilization of its resources of ever

kind. y

Under the # :
were :— st head the specific recommendations made

(1) the contin / v T
uance and development, of i .
/ 1 ) of energetic recruitment

(2) the early cons; ]
incry ?DSlderatmn by Goverument of a substantial
5 ease In the pay of sepoys : :
3) the grant . ’
to IndiZfJ: Z“b;ta;}‘]tlal number of King’s commissions
A n at meagures be tke f . .
the recipients of these commissions aken for traming
)

(4) the fo,-ma .
tion of Publicit
To take these seriatim :— Y and Employment Rureaux,

~

In estimat;
n
g the number of rearyits to be raised in the present

Year the Government h .
two considerations~— ave been influenced mainly by

1 -
(1) the probable military requirements. and

" engaged in recraiting work.
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(2) the resources that can be made available for the equip-
ment, accommodation and training of recruits.

The actual number of tecruits which it is proposed to raise in
the present year is halfa millien men, and a provisional allotment
showing the quota which it is hoped to recruit from each province
has been determined on the pasis of past experience and local
conditions. These figures will be communicated to the Proviucial
and State Recruiting Boards and it i8 earnestly hoped that officials
and non-officials alike will co-operate to the ntmost in securing the
desired number of recruits. Every effort will be made to tap new
resources of supply, though the absence’of military traditions is
an impediment to the enlistment of new classes which can only be
overcome by constant and devoted efforts on the part of those
Tt must be remembered also that
the stress of modern warfare is so Severe that it can only be under-

gone by men of strong natural physique and that no useful purpose
will be served by recruiting those who do not fulfil this test.

the pay of the Indian soldier will be
e Government of India and their
ossible.

The question of increasing

taken up without delay by th
conclusions will be announced as soon a8 P

The gfa.nt of King’s commissions 0 Indians is a matter which

has recently received the most anxious congideration of the Govern-

ment of India. The ultimate decision rests with His Majesty’s

Government, to whom the views of the Government of India and

of the Conference have been communicated.

Bureau ‘to disseminate in-
ke known the objects
act of enemy
to

]

The constitution of a Puyblicity
formation as to the progress of the war, to ma
and methods of our enemies, to counteract the eff
propaganda and to contradict mischievous bazaar ramours,



116

stimulate recruiti

non-ofﬁcia;e;::;tl;ng :“d_generany to secare the co-operation of the
wgently by the ur(:}loy in regard to the war is being taken up
+ Contal Butens gernment, and the question of establishing
element will be xs’cun elr a Committee on which the non-official
probable that the Pl represented is being oxamined. 1t is
the creation of Sim.;’rmaho.n of any Central Burean will involve
possly ovon at distl lar bodies at Provincial and State capitals and
will have their att l:lCt hEad'q uarters, and Provincial Governments

r attention specially drawn to this matter.

The Gov .
many pemonsez:x;;ent of .Indla. recognise further that there are
Empire in this c:l.l’t‘) anxious to do what they can to assist the
direction in which ZSIIS: ot e at present unable to ascertain the
propose at once & eir assistance can best be rendered. They
of constituti o address local Governmenta on the advisabilit
ing Employment Bureaux to meet this difficulty y

It is .
existence f:::l flj:szz()d ;}'lattagenmes of this character are already in
X -ordination- of the work
question of I ork of women, but th
coome b zl)em::f;b;lsi];ng them on a larger and more eﬂfe’ctivl:a scalz
. urther examination, Th
avporec . e Government i
WPg’O vl;;;ile thekdanger of encouraging applications fri?n 0:;;:: -
s ns
they do nOte:s to use the Bure:'an merely for their own profit but
they do nof a» at present advised consider that Hhe diffenlt
g applications of this character should be ins blles
uperable,

Under the h :
. ead  Resouroes’ the C
immediat T g . e Conference recom
committeiscolzls]txtutmn of Provineial and, where deSir:Ljnde(;:abte‘
, the former includi . © e
the Munitio ing pon-officials, to co-operate wi
I)i'0secutioxlx I]osf Bt(;lard and other anthorities in c:)unectiol;el:wai:hw;;l;
co-operation of tﬁeeczv:;'ttrf he principal directions in whioh 17
. ifitees can b .
are in securi e can pro ably he chie i
ecuring economy in railway traffic,in the ex:cgtjx’ra::::zg

.suggested by the
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of supplies, iromediate

oducts, control
production of food stuffs

onstruction,
y in their use.

of consumption of local pr

development of shipping ¢
and war materials and econom

These subjects cover at epormons field, and an adequate review
of what has already been effected by departmental ageney in

respect of them is nob possible withirt the limits of 2 communiqué.
b has been accomplis

But though mue hed, it hardly needs to be
pointed out that in this sphere of endeavour a maximum of success
pected from the co-operation of every class of the
commubiby which Government will go farasitis able now take
steps to gecure 0 the fullest degree possiblg. The Departments
of Government concerned have been apprised already of the action
Conference and gteps are being taken forthwith
desired by the Conference.

can only be eX

to bring info being the organizations

the position has been already

financial assistance
¢ His Excellency and the

As regards
carefully explained in the speeches ©

Finance Member.
The most effective way in which the people of India can help

is by doing everything possible to ensuré the success of the forth-
r loan, This is a direction in which the hunmblest

coming Wa :
munity can take apart in the prosecution of

member of the com
the war.

The Government of India believe that the Conference has
done much to enlighten India on the present situation and to
gecre the whole-hearted co-operation of its true citizens in the
measures for whick it calls. It has enabled Government in
consultation with India’s princes and representatives of all commu-

what is required, and formulate a general policy

nities to take stock of
for the concentration and expansion of war endeavour of every kind
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It was obviously not in a position to elaborate the detailed methods
to be employed to secure the end in view, These must be left to
the initiation of the Government of India and the local Govern-
ments, the various departments and authorities concerned, with
the co-operation of unofficial bodies and individuals. The heads
of Provincial Governments have called meetings which will no
doubt concert the measures to secure the end in view, which are
most appropriate to local conditions and will doubtless be able to
enlist within their respective jurisdiction a large body of unofficial
support in carrying them out.

To sum up, the Conference has shown clearly that the commu-

< nity as a wholeappreciates the situation, and is inspired by a whole-

hearted desire to agsist the Empire in every way possible in its
present crisis, And whatever else may be achieved it is felt that

the recommendations adopted cannot fail to bring into existence

throughout the country a greatly strengthened and improved

machinery both for fighting our enemies and winning the war, and

for informing the peoples of Indiaof the actual situation and of
the ways in which every one can help the Empire in its need.

7 <2 ¥, : ", NS
T N
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