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THE PROPOSED ANDHRA PROVINCE.

By DEWAN BAHADUR V. ANUNTHARAO PANTULU GARU.

The young geperation may resignedly swallow their dis-
appointed hopes and aspirations in public life, because they
ave working their own fated future by disregard, if not
defiant disrespect to the wholesome advide of well-lived age
and dearly-gained experience of their successful elders, who
heartily wish for their welfarc. The doubts and indifference
in the haly canse of their religion and delinquencies in the
ever-abiding spiritnal concerns draw them away to a dis-
sance from God’s only sure help, and they have to fight their
battles of life on materialistic strength, which is, more often
than not, unecertain and illusive. They must never allow
themselves to be mislgi “I.)y,_‘tho taddists of modern times,
and their all too pov o ;/:et‘:émpty orations. It is waste of
preath and bodily en 8 Yogunder from the platform or
rush into sensationgt outhursts thydugh the press on matters

which ﬂhm}lﬂ # Aettled on amical) kie,n{nst, by common con-

, atfany rate, enforced lﬁp rh the aid of the

bo2yb

what is the use fantage of the Post-
Jill 7 1t its Mvogghes truly believe it is
) w- it,.lmt"@lx}/ 1ould they press it on
Csee it ig dgh®erous and ginful. They
Twrth%es® the so-called modern Telugu
recogniged as a literary lial st, but an overwhelming majority &4
of scholars condemned it, the Government were wise

gent and t
legislatur

For i1
Puberty Mz
good, let the
others who distt
moved lleaven and

and considerate enough to respect the public opinion and

throw colll water on its face. What amount of money, and
physical and mental energies were wasted -on it ! Now their
Post-Puberty Marriage Bill is one of ithe present-day topics

*12 .
vk



2

engaging the minds of thousands of people unnecessarily s forr
ehat ol .
every one man in favour of the bill, there are thonsands

against it. This also will share the same fate.

Our Hindu leaders are waging a far greater and des-
tructive war against our caste. They say openly in large
conferences that * casto should go,” as if it stands at their beck
and call—an institution which bas so firmly withstood the
ravages of cut-throats and other more dreadful destroyers of
“the geace of India, It is not the caste that must go, because:
its existence even in the present slighted condition had heen
exercising a wholesome check on at least many an open sin-
ful act, in spite of such disregard and deiance to its rules
and autherity. There is still a considerably large propm-tim'\
of people within its fold who williugly abide by its regula-
tions. It enforces, practically, loyalty and good conduct en ,
all who follow it. It alone is respongible for whatever good
there i, which still remaings in the people, and for theiv

contented state arising from their religious knowledge and
adherence to its tenets.

In the:absence of anything more sensational, they are
for the present busily advocating and advertising the arand
benefits which would arvise by the creation of a geparate
“Andhra Province.” They say it is the grandest salvation of.
all the districts concerned. The idea of having more hononr-
ables in a smaller area and '« Lientenant-Governor touring
more frequently in the isolated districts, the elaborate ad-
dresses and costly entertainments to His Honour, and pro-
hably a larger list of title-holders wre alluring enough to-
young and sanguine minds ; and no wonder some existing
Lionourables express themselves in favour of the measure.

The parents and guardians of wards allow them certain
privileges as a trial in a given latitude to start with, and if
they have dene enough justice to their trust and show true

-

capacity for greater responsibilitics, the parents will only
be too glad to give them broader scope and relieve them-
selves cheerfully of their own trying labours. But if what
has been granted ix not satisfactorily atilised, they woulq
be disinclined to grant more, for it would be unwise to o
80.  And it may even be just and proper to curtail what has
heen already extended. It is nalural that whenever an
attempt is made to obtain more than what we have or hag
becn allowed to us, weshould convincingly prove the neceg-
sity, for we should show that we deserve hefore dusirin;; for
more. .\ retrospect into the aflairs of the past
decades prior to the present day—can hardly fail to show

at least two

the much-improved position of the Indian in the political
field—a position which the past or the passing generation

_ bad hardly any idea of.

.

An impartial view of the existing conditions ought to
eonvince the most bigoted advocate of Andhra Province,
that what has heen granted to the people hitherio has no
been properly taken advantage of. Al the intermediary in-
stitntions between the Village Panchayat and the Conneil—
the highest of Indian  questions——of the Sceretary of State
for India are rvepresented fairly by the Indians, and they
enjoy a free hand in most of the institutions : at any rate
much more free than they ever had before,

Water, air, and dwelling ave the birthricht of evory
man and are necessary for his well-heing. o to a villago
and see if it has even one single drinking-water well con-
taining suflicient wholesome water and whether the villagers
are notinfrequently under the necessity of woing to neigh-
bouring villages, miles away, for securing drinking water.
How many wells or isolated drains ure in them which are
deep in stinking silt—the accumulation of weeks! Ig any
One attending to them ?  Are their houses worthy the name
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of human habitation either in point of safety, sanitation or
accommodation ?

There is a city, a purtion of which is inhabited by poor
people living in long rows of continuous thatched houses
divided by a road running between them. Almost every sum-
mer these houses used to get burnt, and entail on the inmates

indescribable suffering and misery by the loss of almost all

their property and the lives of some of their dear ones at
timeg. It wasalmost an nupreventablo annual calamity and
the owners were too poor to substitute safer roofs. A rich
and noble-hearted lady who used to spend almost every
summer in the cold regions of the country, happened one
year to remain in her own town and witness the conflagra-
tion which was the greatest that year. Almost all the

houses were entirely burnt down, many lives were lost, ing
s ?

cluding an old woman and some infantg, She felt sorely grieved
to see the sufferings of so many fellow-beings and offered
Rs. 10,000 as a contribution towards a fund to be raised for
the construction of tiled houses for the helpless people, and
the gentleman who was instrumental in bringing this about
had himself offered Rs, 5.000 as a loan without interest re-
payable five years after date. But the local Body rejected
the offer on the ground that it would constitute a bad prece-
dent, as other poor people would be induced to set fire to
their houses in hopes of similar help. They evidently did
not like the man who arranged the measurs to get the credit
for public spirit, or no wise man, much less a body of men,
would act in this manner.

Then again, the improvement of congested areas which
has come into. vogue of late years isa crying evil for the
poor, who alone monopolise the congested and unhealthy
areas. They are ousted from their dwellings and the com-
pensation goes to their creditors and they have no houses to
live in. They are shown marshy and unhealthy sites where

’
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they have died in numbers and many live houseless and
ghelterless at the mercy of the seagons. The Government
would never grudge granting sufficient contribution to enable
the construction of decent buildings for them, but only the
City Fathers are very close-fisted in such matters. Are the wise
and practical suggestions made in the good and impressive
lectures of such a learned and experienced expert as Prof.
Geddes to be a mere formality—only to please the ear for the
‘time being ?

The water-cess is levied on poor people who carry their
water to their hounses but get no saving of labour as no
housge-service is allowed or ig possible to them. The water
tax as well as other ceases are collected with merciless rigour
even from them. Not one listens to, or redresses their griev-

fices-

A member of a District Board, probably an elected
member, was 8o defiant and discourteous in his behaviour at
the Board’s meetings as not even to say * Good Morning’ or
‘Good-bye’ to the Pregident who was a European 1.C.8. officer.
This kind of continued discourteous conduet became so marked
ag to exasperate the President beyond toleration or reasonable
limits. He asked the member to say ¢ Good-bye’ to him,
but the member stubbornly refused tocomply with the
request. Then the President abruptly got out of his seat
and perforce took and shook the hand with so much warm
pressure that blood gushed outl of his finger tips. By a mis-
taken notion of the noble ideal of independence, some of our
champion leaders act unwisely and impertinently and bring
slur undeservedly on others of the community.

The Palghat Municipal muddle of 1911 furnishes yet
another glaring instance of the harmony, co-operation and

. wise diseretion of our City Fathers as well as their adminis-

trative capacity and zeal for popularity. Rightly or wrongly,
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the Government upheld the action of the executive, however
unwarranted and reprehensible it appeared to be. The great
heroes of verbal warfare at once took their stand, convel.led
indignation meetings, passed severe resolutions on the action

of the authorities,and threatened to hand up the Government )

to the tender mercies of the Secretary of State for India !
They did not resort to the mild and effectual methods of
representation by appealing to thesympathy of the authorities.

Their indignation and threats were not modulated by any- -

aradpent procedure of step-by-step but reached th? e)ftreme
‘])Oint all at once. Their conspired action and the 1}1d1.guant,
meetings in Madras, Palghat and other plape.s only md.mated
an impotent rage; all the heat and fervour, without achieving
anything uvseful, cooled down tamely much sooner than they

The huge mountain did not bring forth even a mouse

rose. .

in the end. Almost a similar state of affairs at one time -
prevailed in the Vizianagram M. C., but a wise and politic

Collector did not allow its pernicious effects to grow, but
nipped them in the bud. These and a hos't of Yeal gnevance:
loudly cry in vain for redress, but who is to llsten‘to the!fn.
But for fear of space, many guch instances can be quoted which

do not reflect credit on the conduct of Local Self-government.

They were contined within walls, but with the Andhra terri--
tory constituted into an independent province, they extend

much further and interest on-lookers in broader rangés.

A Member of Council paid a visit to an old Municipality
where there is a splendid and strong hospital building which
well withstood the effects of weather and the wear and tear
of time for nearly half a century or more. For reasons best
known to himself, hearranged to get the sanction of the
Government for the construction of another hospital building
—for which there was no need, necessity nor request—at an
estimated cost of a quarter of a lakh of rupees. The Muni-
cipal Council was voiceless in the matter. This large sum
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«counld have been much better spent on some real needs of
the town.

Prior to the advent of the East Ceast Railway the
district roads and country -cross-roads were maintained in a
good enough condition. The land-cess, road-cess, village-
cces8 and a host of other cesses used to be collected from the
people, even afterwards, the cesses have continued undimi-
nished to be fully realized. But the main and other roads are
in a bad condition—too bad for cart traffic and worge still to
drive an—as bad as driving through fields. There doeg not
#eem to be any retrenchment in the recurring charges of
the Engineering department or any less rigour in the collec-
tion of taxes or falling off in ths demand. Like municipali-
ties, prior to, or during the inspection tours ef the Sanitary
‘Commissioner, the district roads used to be kept in the best

: 'f)ossible order when the Governor or such great personages
.msed to visit the district .or drive throngh it. Now they
travel by the train and even those periodical ornamentations
.of roads have ceased. The members of Boards follow suit
-and no voice is heard to improve the condition of com-
‘munications, as though in revenge for the reduction of profit
from the Travelling Allowance at half a rupee a mile to
-something very much less than what will cover the train
-charges and halts. Ts it not the duty of the members to see
to this and agitate until the roads are restored to good order ?

Where is the record of any geod or appreciable work
turned out by the members of the Leeal or Provincial
Bodies, for getting into which they so vehemently contest
during the time of elections. More or less the same want
-of public spirit appears to pervade even the higher
Councils. The aspirants for the hand of honour make them-
selves conspicuous during the swayamuvara of election with:
supplications and prayers for the gift of votes for the
«celebration of a tentative marriage centract for 8 few years.
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During the interval they stand high and erect in the air like
the long uplifted pole of the piceota, which after stooping
to the low level of the water to get its bucket full, does not
bend again even in the least until the imminent want of
another bucketful of water is felt. Similarly these gentle-
men show themselves to their constituents. only when it is-

necessary to seek re-election for prolonging their term of -+

honour.

.After all what are the abiding good results of the work
which these honourable gentlemen can assert to have done.
for the country, the interest of which they loudly profess to-
have 8o much at heart 7

For certain things they have done, they cannot justly
be denied the credit. They have shown to the world that
they can make lengthy speeches, and would have impressed
the public all the more with their powers of oratory could’
they but succeed in getting the Government to publish with
vernacular translations the full text of their extensive
speeches, but unfortunately on gpounds of economy, if for
nothing elge, that body perhaps reluctantly declined to
accept the suggestion. Another mark of glory that they
have established for themselves in the ladder of ranks,
though tentative, and only contemporaneous with their

short-lived office life, which they suppose sheds-credit on,

the communities they belong to, is the high-sounding name.
They are also pleased at the idea of their being the means
of raising the standard of Hindu social life by enjoying,.
through the medium of their membership, the rare and
otherwise unattainable honour and pleasure of being invited
to partake of the dinners and garden parties in the company
of the highest in the ranks of the ruling race, even though
they had to tramplo on the tender bosom of their mother
religion thereby. In order to gain the credit for frankness:
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and public spirit and secure greater sympathy and support
of the authorities, they have bitterly exposed, in distorted
aspects, what to them appeared to be the intolerable defects
and shortcomings of the domestic, social and even religious
life of the Hindu through the press and platform, and even
solicited, and are soliciting, the Government’s legislative help
to inflict their own fads on the public at large. But the

“wise Government have so far kept aloof from such contro-

versial matters ; and the leaders have also failed to prove or
produce anything improper or incriminating in the life of

* the Hindu subjects which warranted official interference.

If in the best of interests and with the purest of motives
the paternal Government wisely held exclusively in Lheir
own hands the monopolised prerogative over the evil one
in its dangerous departments of disease, death and destruc-
tion, our people have spared no pains for themselves or their
votaries to convene indignant meetings of protest and pass
gtrong resolutions criticising the conservatism of (tovern-
ment and requesting them to extend the prerogative broad-
cast. There secms to be no public opinion appreciating
Government action, however benevolent and generous that
might be. To draw certain flaws from which no human
power can be immune and dilate and bharp thereon seems
to be the order of the day of recent years. Several instances
can be «quoted in support of this view, but one would be

&

It would appear the Government maintained a policy
of not recruiting their armies from certain classes of certain
districts. Certain leaders arose from among them and felt it
was a great slur on those districts not to be allowed to join
the army, and they kept hammering at the subject in vain
for some time and eventually resolved to wait on the autho-
rities in deputation for the withdrawal of the interdict and the

quite cnough for the present.
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sconsequent stain on the honour and prowess of the con-
.cerned people, It would appear that the authorities yielded
to the pressing request of the deputation and granted the
prayer. This agitation acted in the end as the invitation
into the house of the Devil that was passing in the street;
those overwhelming crowds that were burning and bursting

with the desire of distinguishing themselves for their courage .
-actnally dwindled into infinitesimal numbers, and some of -

them are said to be undergoing the penalties for turning out
either turncoats or violators of their pledges. That body

which has fought for the extension of the privilege aforesaid

is now silent. and ohscure from public notice and its voice is
not heard encouraging men to enlist. Perhaps they will ask
for conseription for India also !

To the layman or general public the existence of our
leaders in the highest administrative circles, with the moat
honourable exceptions as in the caseof the sainted und
selfless Gokhale, does not convincingly assert itself on the
whole as being attended with any notable acts of public use-
fulness and benefit which had not been enjoyed before, heyond
-gentimental uplift of persons or their followers.

No doubt these gentlemen have been exhausting them-
selves, and probably Government also,with a host of wearisome
and unimportant interpellations, some of which savour more
or less of maize-stock questions than anything elge. These

uestions could have found usefnl eusy and practical answers
from the district or divisional authorities to whom they re-
ilate on the whole. If, with their exalted positions, privileges

and high-sounding names, these gentlemen approached with

‘a gpirit of deference and advocated before the administrative
heads and ministerial officers of the district for the
redress of the real grievances of the people in general
and the ryot population in particular, they would be listened
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40, and results will be more practical and beueficial than the
bothersome, unending and time-wasting string of questions
put to the Gowermment, who command more the general
methods of administration than the minor details or ordinary
1matters which are left to the discretion of the executive staff,

. As at present constituted there is enough of representa-
tion of almost all the interests in all councils and boards; the
results are still far from what should or could be desired.
It would be childish frivelity and caprice to agitate for more
and larger administrative concessions at this stage of eXf)eri-
ment of administrative capacity ; such an agitation would
.gavour more or less of the adage of a poor man praying for
more children while the many that he already has are
famishing for want of foed.

The many important and leng-lived professions which

.gecured means of livelihood to large sections of communities

have sadly been annihilated as a consequence of the
jrresistible forces of imitation to which our modern civili-

-gationists have Lecome slaves. The Indian chuckler, potter,

weaver, goldsmith and others are obliged to disappear from
the market and give place te foreign shoemakers, chinaware
manufacturers, cotton mill-owners and jewellers who manu-

“facture most beautiful and cheap ornaments with baser

metals excelling genuine ones for the time being. ‘These
foreign workmeu, especially the German, have Lecome adepts
in the art -of dissimulation as the very evil one in its own
prototype of falsified realities, ¢ g., the German silver elec-*
'troplated ware, Taits diamonds, imitation silks, false
Timbs, &¢. How can a country improve or be self-governing
if its indigenous trades and professions are wantonly ruined ?

One of the principal caunses for the agitation for an
Andhra Province, so far known, is the greatness of the

-gouthern people with which the Andhras have failed to
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compete with auy amount of success. The greatness of the
goutherners as well as the northerners and westerners of
India is not due to any super human capacity on their part,
but mostly to the climatic benefits which nature has bestowed
upon them. The holy rivers, the waters of which they bathe
in and drink, the wholesome crops of the lands which those
rivers fortilise and the salubrious effects of the atmosphere
have a great deal to do with the expansion of their intellect
as well as their physique. But for this covetable partiality
of nature there could be no earthly reason why the whole of
the Telugn districts put together have mnot been able to
produce one distinguished person comparable with any of
the following—Sir Seshadri, Siv Muthusami, Sir Bhashyam,
Ranade, Gokhale, SQurendranath Banerji and Sir Rabendran-
nath Tagore.

In order to equalize intellectual and physical conditions,
which alone justify competition, the best and most reasonuable
thing would be to propose to the rulers of the land to
irrigate the sterile, essenceless Vindhya regions by channels
constructed from those living rivers and by huge dams to
divert the streams and prevent the enormous yuantity of
water emptying itself into the sea. This would he a more
practical and really peneficial proposal to make than to-
agitate for a segregated Andhra Province.

This movement results in an irreconcilable contest be-
.tween the sons of the same soil as is evidenced by our Bengal
brethren for whose administrative convenience and benefit
the bifurcation of Bengal was made and even pronounced
to be asettled fact. But such a tremendous hue and cry was
set up by those people as resulted in the terrible upsetting of
the peaceful conditions of the country by the perpetration of
brutal crimes, the consequences of which have not still died

out. Those people persisted in their strong representations
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of the evil effects of the measure to such length that it
became necessary for H. M. our King-Emperor to cancel the
partition as the greatest boon conferred on Bengal. Now
the earnest efforts of some of our leaders in the Madras Presi-
dency are directed towards a quite contrary achievement.
The Bengalis held: “ divided we fall ; united we win.” The
present endeavour enunciates the opposite maxim. The
majority of the leading men in India are striving hard to-
wards the construction of a united India. Submitted to an
impartial judgment on broad and charitable principles. -this
agitation does not fail to forecast service of personal interest
on a more extensive scale with veneered stalements of

greater opportunities to improve the deplorable state of
existing conditions.

It is not by securing control over more exiensive areas
that the administration would improve really so much as by
gincere and strenuous efforts, and steps actually taken and
realised, to improve existing trusts, the neglected state of
which will be an impassable 1mnpediment in the way of
proader concessions. It cannot be denied that the condition
of villages, towns and cities is a reproach to the equitable
and humane gelf-government. *Take care of the pence and
the pounds will take care of themselves ” is a true saying
which holds good in the present case. If in the minor
details of supplying the necessary wants of the poor villagers
and other people, the utmost that can be done under existing
circumstances has been actually realised, greater concessions

‘follow of their own accord without even asking for them.

-

Andhra Province is a misnomer for those districts, the
grouping of which is now advocated. There are two main
gections of Brahminsg-—Goudas and Dravidas. These are
again sub-divided into five sections each. One of the five
gub-sections are Andhras who are again sub-divided into
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twelve branches, if not more, The two main sections include:
only the Brahmins and do not even include the other
Dwijas. They exclude all other castes. If the Andhra
Province is to be constituted, would its benefits be mono-
polised by the Brahmins ouly ? Are other castes. to agitate
for their respective provinces jwet as.our people are try-
ing to establish separate universities and just as they esta-

blished different colleges for the different sections of the

same community ? . And. above all, what will be the state of
the ceded districts then 7 Would they not be placed in a
more disadvantageous position-than at present, and are they
to agitate foe a separate provinee for themeselves ¥ Will the
Andhras inhabiting the Nizam’s Dominions be-left ancared for
and separated from their brethren in the Northern Circars ?

The very idea of a divided province connotes a spirit of
aloofness and faction because the Andhras cannot compete
with the Tamilians successfully and win for themselves a
fair share in the field of honour and position. They want
to exclude them and try their fortunes in their own sphere
of inferior intellect and within a smaller arena. For the
matter of that,they may give up the spirit of friendly rivalry
and competition even in ordinary concerns such as a
panchayat membership and remain contented in their own
dwellings and exclaim with supreme satisfaction: * I am
monarch of all I survey ; my right there is none to dis-
pute,” or “Happy the man whose wish and care, a few
paternal acres bound, content to breathe the native air, and
live on his own ground.”

It is not the disparity nor the difficulty at competition,
ag the baneful results of faction that is at the root of s0
much mischief and heart-burning amongst almost all public
concerns. The section that is predominant helps the cause
of only its partisans to the detriment and disadvantage of

© personality whose views will caxy
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others in the opposite section in spite of their greater merit..
Has any one troubled himself to remedy this spreading evil,.
ifnot to eradicate it ¥ Who is to guarantee that its unchecked
existence and progress do not find their way into the new
councils and sustain the same unsatisfactory result ?

Have our leaders-succeeded in establ'sﬂjunﬂ harmony,
pnl)hc spirit, ]ust and upright cond @il acement

distx'ict who is the agent of the
purposes as good as a Lieuten,

It would not be unreaso
of the Lieutenani#-Governor
District Heads. His Honour\Ww

attention, greater consideration an¥" R ru/tiny.
But who can predict with any amount 1T that Hig
Honour will take the cue from, and perpetuate the ever-green
memories of Lords Ripon, Hardinge, Carmichael, Pentland
or Willingdon—noblemen whose names are most respected
and beloved throughout the whole of Irdia ? Assembled, at
intervals few and far between, like the combination of
auspicious stars in the heavens, we have at present most
noble-minded rulers who have the welfare of our country at
heart and govern it with the true magnanimity of the
British. What assnrance is there that His Honour will uot
elect to follow the example of some of the like potentates
who are so unsympathetic as not to allow a last chance of a
possible pardon in the case of a death sentence, or that he.
will not prefer to walk in the footsteps of a higher dignitary
who 80 generously threw serivus impediments in the path of
Indian progress by the adoption of highly repressive mea-
sures calculated to retard the educational advancement of the
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people ? Distant hills are smooth and an old master is bett;l'
than a new one. Onur leaders may be carried a\\./ay 'ti
hopeful anticipations of the would-be potentate makll?g 1
gtudy to render his regime a pure bed of rascs and hlm§9h
as self-sacrificing, benevolent and mild as an old good mile

. . e
cow. Who can say that he shall not be fitful, and, 8t th

first instance of opposition to his views and wishes, that-h;
will not bristle up with all the thorns of his office ? w"t'
our Indian tactics, our different versions, our conﬂicu.“.g
interests, what potentate can maintain imperturbable 99‘“1:;
brinm ? Our advocates for a separate province look a8 Shorr
sighted and sanguine as an ignorant sen who oxults Ove.s
the idea of his father’s re-marringe, being nnaware of'hlo
future misery on account of a step-mother’s affection. To
much vicinity of kings or their representatives, says® 0’
poet, is a8 great a nuisance which should be avoided :“3 t(;e
much rain, « long drought, rats, locusts and parrots. The ]
may be greater scope for bringing forward a larger numbee
of resolutions before that Council, hut what certainty i8 th":
that they will not be rejected or withdrawn as at Pl'eseno
Does it reflect credit, to place an overwhelming numbe of
resolutions before the nugust Council with perhaps (m.e p g
cent. carried or accepted and as much as tho l'emmn.! r;r
99 per cent. lost for want of support or discreditably wit
drawn ? How much more satisfactory and creditable ?“a
practical would it be if those resolutions were discm*“?"d_ln
friendly spirit with the concerned authoritics at pﬂ‘vah
interviews and their views ascertanined beforehand. Sue’

100
procedure would enlighten heth sides and the subsed!
action would be more effectual.

The speeches from the platform and stirring articled w
the papers are managed casily enough without any cost v
speak of. Should the advocated province unfortunat®
Rappen to be an accomplished fact, it will not be # ches?
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-
affair as the speeches and resolutions, and it will absorb an
enormous annual outlay of recurring charges for adminis-
tration and large allotments for the initial cost of public
buildings, offices and quarters. Who is to hear this huge
burden ?  The public expenditure of India is heavy enough
already without this extra charge. No suggestior, it is hoped,
will be made by our patriots in the irection of additional
taxation. Why should the tax-payer be made to'bear:extra
burdens for no penelit of his? What are the additional
benefits the tax-payer will receive which are not possible now,

and which are pot enjoyed by him owing chiefly to “the
".»_indif’ference and esflousness of his advoentiés ?

The Government are a prudent people and on the whole
incline on the side of economy and never of extravagance.
This is certxinly u hopeless agitation, but it will find for some

“xMme to come enough employment for biain, hand and purge
‘wud then wither away as all overwrought brains and bodies.

How much mors praiseworthy, fruitful, and popular
would be the work of these educated and influential men,
could they but suvccessfully preach their gospel to the
Wealthy and powerful native chiefs and lar.ded aristocracy,
‘jld take strong repressive measures against the spirit of
bction 80 embittering the life in almost all public concerns,
And ses that merit, wherever it existed, finds its due recogni-
tion and reward! If only help, not hatred, kindness, not cruel-
‘?t)" useful action on popular lines, not merely laboured and
Yengthy gpeeches, be substituted for the present order of
things, no better stats of things can be desired; and all the
People will co-operate with and support them so long as there
¥ othing to indicate an intention to tread on the tender corns
ot religlous customs or observances und thus provoke the
People. OQtherwise there will bo a strong pulling on both
“Wes from opposite ends and the people concerned will be
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compelled to exclaim ‘Save us from our friends and o
country from its reformers.” The noble and selffess life
the ever-lamented Honourable Mr, Gokhale is a very wortl

ideal for all well-meaning people to work to.—The Hindusk
Review.




