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Chapter 1.
INTRODUCTORY.

Area and popu- Cochin State has an aves of L3611 square
lation. miles and a population of 918,110,

Divided nccording to Religion, the population stands ;—

flindus . 015,708

Christinns . o 233,092

Mubammedans . 63,822

Othev cnstes s 4,313

Jows ... 1,175

Qcecupation. Of the various branches of ocoupations ;—

Agriculture coniaing 51 per cent.
, Industries connested with coconnuts support. 50,000

Fishing e . v 30,000

Farest Produce e 27,000

Weaving 6,626

(caste-weavers =4,000),

Professional 3 per cent.

Agricalture ix the predominant oceupation of the people of Cochin
asin the rest of Indis, but as the following

Preponderance of comparative table shows, it sapports a less
agriculture. . .
proportion of the population than elsewheve :—
Industry
Agricalture, nd Professional.
vommerce.
Cochin 504 346 33
Travancore... 472 285 25
Malabar .. 6507 301 30
*7 Apas Presidency ... 700 213 32
652 169 17

‘rance of industrial population in Cochin,” says
Mr. C. Achuta Menon in his State Manual, “is
due not to the infertility of the soil or its an-
snitability to agriculture, but to certain natura)
by the State...These natural advantages are the

ent of back-waters and canals and of valuable

N
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forest tracts (which latter cover 605 square miles or 43 per cent. &
total area of the ‘State) and jthe facilities for the cultivation of,
cocoannt palm.” {‘

But the term apricultare itself requires some definition. Agri-
culture in its widest sense includes everything
that is connected with the obtaining of produce
from the iand, whether it he in the form of crops, or of animal feeding
on grasses and crops grown on the iand. According to this definition,
arable farming, cattle and poultry breeding, apiculture, sericulture, and
several other alliad indnsiries come under agriculture. The people of
the West coast do not take such a comprchensive view of this time-
hononred profession. To them agricnlture means hardly anything more
than the mere caltivation of crops and the maintenance of snch cattle
as are indispensable for cultivation. The other branches of agricalture
which have assumed a pre-cminence and importance eqnal to that of
cultivation in more advanced countries are lost sight of and neglocted
in this country. Here every farmer seems to be nnder the impression
that his business is only to ruise some crops from his land and consume
them himself or dispose them of for the consumption of other people.
He does not for a moment think of the immense possibilities he has in
store for making money by taking to cattle-breeding, poultry farming,
bee-keeping, silk-worm rearing, and other i.dustries allied to agri-
culture.”  (From Mr. Kanjan Pillai’s address on Agricultural Improve-
ment delivered at the Cocbin Industrial Exhibition of 1912).

Agriculture.

Men and women

v It is interesting to note th i
in different indus- 8! ¢ e Proportion of

tries. the sexes engaged in the different indpstries :—

Males. Females.
Field labourers ... e 46,624 47,674
Fibre-making 7,821 17,417
Baskets, et¢. making .. 3,301 5,671
Rice pounding ... .- 688 9,102
Washing and cleaning 1,885 3,647
Sweeping and scavenging 115 :

“In a few groups of occupations the work is -
and the remuneration not adequate for,male worki
given above, female workers greatly preponderate «
thirds of the female workers are engaged in these.
and liquor, domestic service and cotton weaving ¢
cent. of them, though males preponderate in thas
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cent. of them have interest in land as owners or tenants, and about one
half per cent. are bankers and money lenders. They carry on these
two occupations mainly throngh agents or servants. .Only 15 per cent.
of the females are engaged in all the other occupations pu-t together.
There are several occupations from which women are practically s‘hut
ont, such, for instance, as forestry, work in wood, metals um.l precious
stones, toddy-drawing, masonry, boating and fishing, ca'rtjdmvn.wg, rail-
way and postal service, army, police, and public administration, law
and letters, arts and sciences cxcept music.” (Cochin Census. Reports,

1911).

Another important fact to remember is the influence of the caste
system upon the division of labour. To quote
from the Census Reports again, *“The lines of
caste and occupation do not now enclose identical spaces as they once
{id, and though the association between them is stl'll kept up t(.) a
considerable extent, the altered conditions of modern t.lmes u're sweeping
away many old hindrances to a free choice of occupation. Toddy-draw-
ing and selling is the hereditary occupation of Ilnvarxs. but there wre ten
Iluvan workers for every one toddy-drawer re'qulred for the State.
The remaining nine-tenths of the Iluvans must' live, and the).' therefore
take to other occupations sich as Oulf/in}tIOn,' fibre-making, trade,
general labour, etc. The Brahmins are .Stll] priests and clerks, ln}t
some of them are cultivating tenants, police .constables?, and do-mentlc
servants, while educated Nayars compete with them in every literate
cmployment; but no one in these days scoffs at the former or resents
the latter. The inner barriers hov.vever h:f.ve not yet been broken
through by the new waves of ill{]ovat‘lon, und-m the case of. thése cIasLte}:s,
the majority are still engaged in their heredl.bar? occapations. nd 10
case of several other castes, thongh‘ t}}e majority are not engaged in
their hereditary oconpations, the majori., engaged in those occupations
belong to the respective -castes. (.)nl'y a tenth ef the Iluvar‘m ?‘ﬁ
toddy-drawers, but the great majority of tod-dy-drz?v;’;f'sh are sti
Ilavans. Similarly though only 8 small pl'O‘pOI'tle:l of Brahmans are
priests, almost all the Hindu priests are Brahmans.”

Casto and labour.

With regard to the distribntion of population between‘ Lowns‘ and
villages 12 per cent. of the people of the State

Distribution of ... iowns according to the Censas of 1911, as
poPulMég?vns ba‘;l&. against 107 per cent. in 1901, the percenta.ge's
yifleanges' for Travancore, Malabar, and the Madras Presi

dency a6 & wholo being 6%, 8 and 11 respoctively. Ouly three of the
{-) .
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towns are completely urban in their character
inhabitants each, while the remaining six are
rural in their appearance and contain between
the urban population. All these towns are
growth, as the Malayalis have from time immemorial been averse to
living in closely built villages. The extension of indusirial

. business concerns however has in recent Years
certain convenient

and contain over 20,000
partly urban and partly
them only 38 per cent. of
of comparatively recent

and other

drawn the people to
centres: and made them congregate there. Thijg

tendency is becoming more and more marked now-a-days, the urban
population having increased by nearly 26 per cent., although the popu-

lation of the State as a whole has increased only by 13 per cent,
(Census Reports.)

The early village organization of Cochin, and of Malabar generally
. affords interesting materials for a study of ¢
The village. indigenons methods of administmtion; iuti he
no more applicable to the present condition of things.
villages as entered in the Revenue records are now me
areas, each covering an averags area of three square mi
to suit the exigencies of revenue administration.
divided into 273 villages, but as the revenue demands of most of ihe
villages was found too small to afford sufficient work o
village staff, they were clubbed into 165 villages for revenye
A Parvathikaran is in charge of ecach village,
two peons to assist him in revenne collections
The State is divided into six Taluks each Tal
* villages ” under it.

The so-called
rely arbitrary
les, so divided
* The State was thus

& separale

purposes,
with an accountant and
(Cochin State Manual).
uk having a number nf

Each ¢ village ” convawns a. nuraber of houses in blocks; these
blocks being interspersed in Toddy fields or parambas. The temple anq
the tank are speciaj features, often two or more blocks sharing in the
same temple and the same tank. People of the same caste vtend to
preponderate in particular blocks. Hindu houses arc as a rule bailt
not in rows but as units, each house being surrounded by a compoungd
and hedged round with a fence. The Moplahs (as Malabar Mohamedans
are called) and Syrian Christians however live in houses built in two
rows faving opposite each other. It is interesting to note that the Tami}
Brahmins who have migrated to the Coast while

still keeping to th
babit of building closely packed houses in ro T fo the

) ding W8 very near the Ghats, the
first place of their settlement, those whe moved 1o

i the interior 1ld
single houses as the rest of the Malayalis do, ) o

tis
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These areas are mora or less solf-safficing eoonom'lf:\:‘nﬁs,t::; tl:s
‘t improved metheds of transport and communicatio end o
prese-nl the barrier of self-sufficiency. “It has its own set of he g
b?e“k ( O"V-n  menials, such as the priest, barber, blacksn'nth, an
dxta.r).' otcers ['Te beggar.” (Sirkar, Economics of British Ind‘xa, p. 45).
A f""";:’: yaid for by an allowance of grain at the tlm.e of the
o 01 ; tI}w intervention of a Government with its hu.srarchy
hf‘rvek"t" - venue, judicial and execntive—is mnot partlfzularly
Otn(ﬁ?(;c\l'ilst.: rEhe de’vel‘opment of communal life inthbhu{s;ia i:;l‘l':‘)gl?l:
I i look up to the oftic
Vor ?very N Eat;?;e:::emgzz%fy l:'z;n into thl()e Cqurts. The dange.r
o nte. of )i,fairﬂ was recognized by the Government of His

(1);. t}};h :?1‘:: ;){.a,j: and it was proposed in 1913 ¢ to revive the old
ighnes 3

ich will give facilities to the people to
e l’nn(:hlay:‘;t:i?:m:f ‘:;:;ih villag’eg easily and quickly amongs’t’
e d give the m some training in the art of ?elf-Government.,
e e o lbmation of His Highuess in introducing the I.’a..ncha.)rat
e t'he ot a191"5) Panchayats having certain administrative
Rega aron o accc‘)r(.iingly introduced in certain selpet areas, but
re

functions we 1.in the State.

they have not become by any means universa

i ‘ i .8 of the village system is the pre-

f sconomic effects o : > pro-

One of the chie are s an occupation of the people. 'I"he”pnncl
pal problems concerning the * econumics ” of an

) i ith
Points oftepon:]; agricultural community are those ,ﬁeahng. w:he
:2;3101‘;11%9‘;‘::1 lgom. the different forms of Land Tenure;

: irati f the agricul-
munity. number, habite and Mpu:;::s t:e inizi;f::s of
: 3 Y ds one ano H
. d their relation tow.ar ouhie those
e e :zer‘ in which they arise and are d{str.lbuted diamonthd o
R.'ent’ thehm;ave a stake in the land; the prmcl‘ples ;’"’; me ini-
o W; inistration by the Government which is sole fy °1i ; iI; Stion
reveﬂuzﬂ n:ient on Lapd; the method am.l means o.t ;:hat thoy
baly *edpi) the actual cultivators of the soil, t‘l;e v‘;ﬂl‘:; aof the pro-
Omployc. riising the various crops, the am‘onnt_af;"' s; the principles
employ fnh they raise, their capacities and possibili es ; e B
duce l:vhllc ge:' are distribatcd to the differe nt af‘tlsnfnthe ;,ultivatois
on which wa i s to the needs O
: ¢ ist by ¢ ministerag i
I‘Opu]ahon‘;h(:l‘m:zi‘l; w’; have nlso to consider tlfe exlen: of sx:oh ::111)
. ,rfor which will be exchanged the mo:;-?cnli:zalg;opu.
is not sufficient for an & ;
food alc:’x;enow the facilities for credit and saving and

ponderance of agricalt

of the soil. .
sidisry industries
tural produce, 8
Jation ; and incidentslly
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eni 'method an trade.——(?rga.mzatmn and such other facts of i .
d‘r?nment as are intimately related to the problems of D‘md-umm.ml

and Exchange among an agricultural commaunity of Distribution

Chapter II.
AGRICULTURE.
Section I—-Land Tenures.

The land tenures of the State, in common with the rest of Malab
s lalabar,

Cochin land ton. are sT)I.newhat complicated bat capable of cl
ures. definition and close analysis. The hj tC ear
. N 8. e historical
extromely ing - evolut.lon of the conception of thege tenures i
e y eresting and instructive, but for our purpos s is
ern . se ) e}
o a‘s(ll;rselves only with the present conception of such tewb nLe:d
Tt o e): affect the methods of production employed by th’)‘“'l ¢s In
vators of the soil and the distribution of the incom tJdlm'me—
some derived

f 1
rom that produce among the different claimants

interest in the land. who have their

5 Speaking generally the three claim i i
:l}:)::, ra;‘ni }Sz :}!Ixe —:‘wkar. i (2) the landlord ; and (3) the r:i;;st.m }t;::: i(}?l
povory that, e tate is the suprems landlorl has no plac .
aotanl ullstrl.butmn of tenures, as is described below o
g 1 ’
poron {8 i;;;ilfiaofdco'llectxfn'g revenue according Lo a tixed proportion
ot o an; : in which the relation between the Sirkar and th
ot o din t;h o krom the Janmis in which an intermediary com ;
 otmea reev irkar and the ryot. Till 1762 ihe Rajah did not ov -
olai landsy e enueh from the .la.nds of Janmis, the produce -
ch e certail;gﬁ:e :re;dr ] P4s.axctl.uswelyl between the Janmi and t}‘:;
] c L octions. It was in that 7

zﬁ:jzglg:gn:::; oi; administration compelled the Sirkaie:: l((-.lv’ysiivthut
o) rom paravaka or janmi lands and ever since (:,}‘;ue
belongt 1o Jthe ()Sgraf tog.'eth.er with the janmibhogam of the lands hi z.“
ate Te s u;har In janmam, constitute the land-revenue wf ich
other landlo::is o; fhat in days gone by the Rajah in common 'oh e
o he state ha.d lands of his own which he hlwlt the
o TT0te Sulhetient1 tenures just as the other landlords { w l*et "
ronct ;Vict'c ands had. fallen into. the hands of th‘ E;n 't’he §tdt0
o ot © ion or‘ escheat. He was a heriditry chief h € Rajah either
Jooie (.)ﬂ on. th'e income derived from hjs land and Comrt pectad
er incidents of taxation to C4rry on such . i .together with
admxmstrutiw work

for the
ouly confers on the

cultivation,
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as eatailed upon him.  Bnt the madern conception of State-sovereignty
which emergel as a resnli of the infiltration of British idens, the
Rajah’s lands were considlered to be the land of the State par excellunce,
while the land of the janmi perhaps sank to a subordinate place. The
Rajan made over bis claims upon land-revenue in counsideration for
Civil List which is now annually paid to him. The exact relations of
all these towards one another will be made plain by a consideration of

the tenures upon which the raiyats occupy their lands.

All the land in the State can in the first instance be divided into :—

(1) Sirkar, and (2) Paravaka (literally that which is outside), In the
Sirkar lands (or Pandaravaks, as they are locally called), the Govern-
ment comes in direct contact with the ryot, while in Puravaka lands, a
third party called the janmi is recognized as holding proprietorship and
therofore entitled to share the produce with the cultivator and the Sir-
kar. G0 per cent. of the land in the State are in the hands of Puravaka
janmis, while only 40 per cent. remsain in the

rd%{ll‘l]:;ieg%f::da' hands of bhe'Sirkar. Again, the .Sirkar lands are
let under different tenures which though they

al been very much complicated and uncertain were arranged and

h
rder by the recent Revenue Settlement of

classified in the Tollowing o
the State made in 1905.
¢y Pandaravaka Verumpattam or Non-

Pandaravaka Ver-
umpattam. favourable lease.

The Verumpattam or simple lease is in theory thus defined : “In
accordance with that tenure after deducting the bare cost of seed and
the whole of the estimated net produce is payable to the
landlord There sare other Verumpattam Jeases in which the old
castom of reserving § of the net produce, aftor deduoting the cost of

for the tenant is retained and the remaining 4 are

seed and cultivation,
payable to the landlord” (Liewis Moore, in his Malabar Law and

Custom). The State, however, as we shall see, {akes onlj one-half the
net produce.

It is the PandaravakaVerumpattam lands which pay the full pattam

- share due to the State. It was accordingly decided by His Highness’
mment in 1905 that Pandaravaka Verumpattam tenuro shall be

as the normal tenure for settling the full State demand’and that

\er tenures shall be treated as favourable tenures, It was also

that ¢ the Pandaravaka Verumpattamdars shall/acquire full

o the soil of the lands they hold and that their rights shall
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remain undisturbed so long as they regular 3

provided that the rights t(g.l metalsyaregi'«--,malrlg;}lmz) ttile?St;bz::I,t?.Re"e?l:e
Proclamation, 1905.) Thus fixity of tenure which was Lho(lu. ht(H‘”J“-‘*
essential for good cultivation was deliberately conferred oxg N
ibn fPandarava.ka lands by the State, as such fixity did not le A
efare.

the ryota
gally prevail

Pandaravaka Ka-

. >
Pan ) (2) Pandaravaka Kanam or Favourable

lease.

‘A Kanam wmay be defined * as a usofructory mortgage of immovable
property for the term of 12 years (unless someo
' other term 1is specified) by the conditions of
which a definite share of the estimated produce is reserved for the
mortgagee as interest on the .money advanced and for payment of fh:
(overnment revenne and the balance is payable in the shape of rentvt

the mortgagor.” *In accordance with that tenure a sum of mon, .
or paddy is deposited with the landlord, on which the tenant js cnnitlzyl
to interest which varies from 3 per cent.to 5 per cent. The rent
Kanampattam, payable to the landlord will not be more than one-bal'f
of the net produce after deducting the cost of seed and,cultivation. Th

tenant is entitled to be left in possession nndisturbed for 12 yea.x'.s a.n(el
to be reimbursed for all unexhausted improvements when evi‘cted—His
Kanam is usnally renewed at the end of 12 years, when the Kanamdar
must pay a fine or preminm which, according to ancient usaye, onght
not to exceed 20 per cent. to 25 per cent. of the Kanam or one’ye:r‘ﬂ
rental at the option of the landlord, but which in the present day is
usnally fixed according to the landlord’s caprice. After renewal );he
tenant is entitled to hold the land for another term of 12 y;urs !
(Lewis Moore, Malabar Leu and Custom). -

(Moore).

Bat this distinction hmss cuased to be of any importance in Pandara
vaka Kanam lands, for by the Proclamation of 1905. His Highness l&';l
down that fresh renewal once in every 12 years was not necessar :
the future. The following .is the description of this tenure as giv -
the Coch\in Land Revenue Manual. “In Pandaravaka Kanam tfle eln "
is held on a lease in consideration of & sum of money supposed t hand
been advanced to the State and consequently a certain am t,o i -ave
ducted from the State demand on account of interest in t;lin » e
advanced. Before the new settlement was made in 1905 tL .
custom to renew the lease every 12 years on the renewal o:i1 th
Kanamdar was to pay over 20 per cent. of the Kanam amountwlll
half of the full pattam (Rent) for one year and a foo of 5 pefJ cu
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the Kanam smount or Rs. 3—2 as. (whichever is greater) for issuing a
fresh renewal. But this practice is now dore 'away with and the tennre
is for all practioal purposes the same as Pandaravake Verumpattam
tenure only with this’ difference that from the assessment due thereon
& certain deduction is made on sccount of the interest due to the ryot on
‘some sum of money sapposed to have been advanced to the State, ¢.c.
one-third is deducted from the Verumpattam rates.”

(3) There is a third form of tenure oalled Inam. * Inam or
gifts are personal grant-or grants made in some
Inam. ) )

‘ ; oages for the performance of certain specific
gervides in religions institutions eto., and in others for services rendered
on some previous occasion or for some other similar reasons either
absolutely or on “Gertain specifio conditions.” (Moore) The deduotions
range from free assessment to" one-third of the Pandaravake Vernm-
pattam assessment in the onse of Pand. Inam londs.

These three forms of temure slone—Vernmpattam, Kanam and

N  Inam~—ars, after 1805, recognized with respect
_Puraveks lands. i, tho State-lands. But the Puravaks or janmi
1ands still maintain the tradisions ,of an sge when land was burdened
with serionsly oompiiuated forms of tegure and when there was no legal
fixity of tenure for the ocoupier or tha ‘actgal cultivator of the seil.
Therefore it is vecesaary-to note.the varions forms of tenure which now

obtain in Paravaka lands, for these arve nob merely of antignarian inter?

ot but of living importance in calonlating the landlord’s share {p the

roduce of the soil.

In the first place the Verampatlem sd Reem fornis of teniro as

' desoribed above exist in Puravaka lands elso, but with this difference

that wherens figity of tenure hes been. w.tablished in the Sirkar lands,
1o suoh fixity obtains’ in Paravaks lands. In the case of Puravaka
: : . Verumpattam leases it is not st all uocommon
Verumpatté . 4 o the tensnkis called upon to psy: to the lsnd-’
Jord the whole of the estimated net’ produce after deduoting the bare
oost of esed and caltivation and 'qqﬁsieQuently s merely .}bbow on-
subsistence wages, though ' it - suité' his landlord to bind hm*byam-
tract. It not ugfroqunntly happens ﬂuﬂhglenwﬁoh l.he tedant
covenanté to pay is more than the land Gouldgfield, 'and in this case
purden of debt e mulates round him, dlhu _position is little

petter than that of slave. If ho inours:his. rd’s displeasure, &
" 2 N . B * e T e e N N . »
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decree for eviction and arrears of rent follows,

and his means of
livelihood are gone for ever.” (Moore).

In the case of kanam tenures the Puravaka Janmies make the

tenant renew his kanam once in every 12 years
with all the incidental expenses and .worry
thereon. ‘In some cases, however, the land i« held under a kuls
or reclaiming lease when no advance is made to the landlord

tenant has right to quiet enjoyment for 12 years,
for improvements,

Kanam.

~kanam
and the
and to compensation
“It is usnal in soms cases for the tenant to advance
a further sum of money (Puramkadam)to his landlord, but he is
entitled to deduct from the rent the iuterest on money so advanced.
Should the tenant rofuse to oblige the landlord, the latter sometimes
' oxecutes what is’ called & Melkanam in favour of
another; and this melkanam-holder will be
entitled to redeewm the kanam-holder at the expiry of his term.” (Moore),
' Sometimes a landlord executes a P
simple mortgage with orwithout possession
in favonr of the tenant “The terms of a panayam may be similar to
those of a kanam, but there are no implied covenants for quiet enjoy-
ment for 12 years nor for compensation for improvements.”

(Melkanam).

anayam or
(Panayam).

1

“Another form of transfer is the ot#s which is a usufracto

. the interest on which almost,

Oti. guishes the usufruct

over all the rights of a kanam tenant, and in
emption if the landlord wishes to part wit
cases however the land ir Laortgaged for
time of redemption. The teaant has
of land, This is known as Peruvast

)
ry mortgagd,
, if not quite, extin!
» the mortgagee has mo Q
addition to this right of prz.
b his froehold.” «In sonq
its full market value at th
the benefit of any rise i

n the value
ham.n

Sometimes the transfer is made by the execntion of what is known

Attiper. us Afigper-decd, by which the owner parts with
everything except & nominal interest in the land,

1o addition to these modes of transfer the landlord sometimes
makes grants of land
Inam. services rendered or mo

gious motives in pe:petual loases,

(Inam) as rewards for
T6é commonly out of peli-
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istineti i uravaka lands,

Over sad sbove thi’i ?;SZZ:?:QSS t:?:ofs;ﬂt‘;::::gf State-Govern-

Devasworn or tnent as well as the Puravaka Janmis are uralan;-

templo lands. or ocustodians or trusteea. of vast expanses e:s

Devaswom or temple lands. ' The legal l‘i&billtles oi thelse:;:;n:fder
which are useful in determining their relation to t,hes fe:n{l[;ws -

their charge and to the oultivators of the same are a ' .

(1) The general superintendence of &

' i i i d is
(Moore) Malabar . .jowments is vested in the sovereign an
Law and Custom). termed Melkoyma.

i its
(2) The Devaswom is a corporation sole and acts through
wralans o1 managers.

3 vI he U alans have no r ig ht tO &llen&te tr llSt'p Opel t’) ’ hnt
the; may or eate Snbo!dln&be tenures 1n &0001(1 yace wlth 1003] usage.
( ) ) ' ’ é

r thei d its
(4) The uralans have no anthority to transfer their office and its
duties together with the trust-property to a stranger.

istorical evolution of such trust-
" i's e neces: M!y:ott: tt}:‘:: ihihfa:c;s:which are .held by t}.xe tr.ust_ees
properhes exueptt°m le ma y-have come into their possession mbon.e
S ?f ‘zh e- si-ne pious person might have entrusted th;a :s:
o ok g fe:;1 r ﬁhe land whioh he had alienated to a temple oor
ueas of Jooking * s: or the ancestors of the presex.xt . managor t
e ] mmlagesrm’ight have made over a part o'f th.elr- own prop:r(.)yf'
T themsed":heir decendants are still managing .1t in thde Q:;ai]: o
+5 the temple &fﬂ it is customary when & new.temple is fc:lun od in the
wat temple: ior 1dl rd’s place perhaps by himself, tc? on ow i o
oinity of o big 2 tvy for the maintenauce of ‘puja’ or wors 1;{;
xtof BY OW;VE:‘ZE::’Y“W have been ‘e origin of sach lands, suffice

3 s
at womplos . £ land are to-day held in castody by manage!
a-
to say thlﬂt _va?;sh:i?:s‘; departmens in the istate called the Dev
t big temples.

wom eps aswom ands l t
th the sirksr a8 tlt USteeS or m&n&gers-
1

ut under different tenures— Verumpat-

Itivators of the
)anagers to the cu

tc., by the uralans or o

am, Kapam, etc.,

I c()]"“l()ll W ‘,h b (:] I d 1¢: 34 k t t
n & Or blr ar ands

1 h ande & k l he enures ()I
Oll y

jrkar were simpli-
the cnstody of the sir
land as are nnder
uch devaswom

(] bhlea sotts conf 1ng & t 1) y f ten“re upon
=) to

5 g Such De a-
tors3 sub ec' Onl tO t revenue.

] cultﬂﬁ J . the agsessmen ()’ 4 Y
£

These lands again are let o
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awom lands as are managed by the Puravaka uralans still retain their
anoient complications and uncertainty of tenure.

Though the complicated tenures of Puravaka lands leave in the

hands of the jsnmiextreme elasticity for op-

pressing the tenants, it is to be noted that on the

whole he has treated them with moderation, for

the influence of custom as well as his self-interest dictate a policy of

moderation towards the cultivators; it is’ plain that his prestige and

anthority depend a great deal onthe prosperit’y and willingness of work
on the part of his cultivators. But the recent economic outlook which

has to an appreciable extent broken down the barriers of custom and
gentiment between the landlord and his tenants presented a serions
problem for the State Government and after some oconsideration it
resolved to interfere in the matter by conferring some sort of fixity of
tenure on the cultivators of Puravaka lands; for such fixity wus deemed
essential for the protection and welfare of those tenants. The Sirkar
itself had set the example in 1905, and it now resolved to extend tbe
measure, as far as is practicable, to the Porvaka land too. Accordingly
the Cochin Tenancy Bill of 1914, an extremely
moderate measure indeed, was pussed in the
testh of much opposition from the Janmis. The
Regulation intends * to make better provision for the payment of
compensation for the improvements made by tenants, and provide for
the speedy realization of rent and other customary dues, by investing
the District Munsiffs and District Judges with sammary jarisdiction in
the matter.” The provisions in the regulation apply only to “ Kanam

The usual mode-
ration of Janmis.

Cochin Tenancy
Regulation, 1814,

tenants who, by themselves or throngh their predecessors in interes }

have uninterruptedly beld the holding for a period of not less tha
thirty years prior to the ~oming into force of this Regulation,” ar
provide some . restrictions on the pavt of the landlord in matters -

renewal of kaoam holdings, and ejection of kanam tenants and dispenst
altogether with the right of Melkanam.

- ' .Section 2.—The Principal Cropa.

Let us now note the chief crops raised in the soil and the metho
of cultivating them.

All arable lands in the state are divided into Nilams and Parambas
Nilams designating lands which are used i
™ Q\dy-cult.ivation, while all other onltivabl

"\in which are grown cocoanut and areca n

Arable lands.

lands are termed 7. °
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palms, jack and mango trees and other froit-trees, plantains and othe
vegetables, rubber and tea and coffee. Of these, paddy is the stapl

- orop that is raised, as the whole population subsits on rice. In th

northern parts of the State where the soil is laterite, paddy caltivatio

is extremely thriving while Paramba cultivation is only carried on as

subsidiary industry in lands or groves m(erspersed among paddy-felds
while in the sonth which is on the sea-boarl the cocoanat palm is th
chief crop and owing to the rise in prico of cocoanuts in recent time
paddy flats are being converted into cocoanut groves

The Nilams (paddy-ounltivable lands) are divided into one-croj
double-crop, and three-crop fields—the first an
second: sorts being more common, while the las

Some lands can be cultivated only during the South

West Monsoon which usually begins in June and lasts four month

succeeding, while others only during the North-East Monsoon whic

brings water in November.

Nilams.

being very rore.

\There are different kinds of paddy grains each having differen
periods of growth snd specislly suited t

'“‘1&‘? oultivetion. . yicolar kinds of - As paddy depends upo
lonty of water for its growth, mon# aro the chief snpport
avy rains lasting for days toge’ lenty of water into th
3o, The fisld~ ==~ alictibey p1o0ghed vusvugu WHa8 the soil is jus
stened by the showers that precede the S."W. Monsoon. The's
hen well crushed and with the down pour of the rains, the ficld

e more well ploughed over by means of - wooden plank drawn 1
8. If the paddy is to be transplanted i. is at first sown in selecte
ourable areas and then the grown up paddy is placked out aft
lays and replanted in the fields which have been made ready f
xn after a course of good ploughing ehd manoring. Some kinds «
"&x take 60 days to grow to” maturity, others 80 and some othe:
gs The orop is barvested early or late in September accordin
%:wty of the seed sown. In “the case of double-crop Nilam:
obig = orop is raised between October and December daring th
- Meox™ on, The land is allowed to lie fallow between January-an

r. In Gertain patches, however, a third crop is raised in summe
means of srtificial irrigation from wells or rivers, but the cost o

¢
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cultivation is very high and is chiefly resorted to not so much for profi
as for giving work to the agricultural labourer.

«In the sandy tracts where cocosnut cultivation is easy ang

' inexpensive, the tree is planted in every availablg

acre of Parawba, while in the laterite regiony

where the cultivation is more difficalt and expentive, it is generally

planted on the banks of rivers and streams any
on the lower slopes of the hills that surrouny
. paddy flats. Fully matared nuls fron'x m"uldls,
aged trees are selected for propagation. They are first dr'xed in the
sun for & week and then soaked in water fox.- about a fortmght, aftyp
which ihey are put down in rich soil with the tops showing aboyg
ground. The nuts begin to sprout in a?out three.mc{ntha, n.nd the
secdlings are planted ont within a year in +mall ths in allunvial sy}
and in much larger ones in laterite paran}bas. The trees should pg
plantied at least thirty feet apart, or about fnxty to an acre; but over.
planting being only too common in Cochin, as many as a hundrga
trees are often found in an acre, The plants aro w‘mered ev.eryv.vlun.e
in the hot weather for -the first three years, after which wa.tenng is 4
necessary in sandy soil.  All that is required -thereafter n:; to st

the soil thronghout the paramba twice & year am.1 to dxga 1
" yrench round each tree « g the Monsoon ard fill it up with mi
In laterite soil waterin agsential after t'hree years, but alies
crop cannot be had-wit e time required for a cocoan
to bear depends on th ‘La ivoa—there ars severs

. vwiitv.o. duu 4he nature of the soil on which it 1s
"’C}ﬁé spécies begins to Year in two years, ’but the average time req:
is eight years in all-vial and ten in laterite soils. The tree b
vigorously .for abont thirty years and then begins to decline.
average annual yield of a t.cein sandy soil is about forty, bum
trees yield over a hundred.” (State Manual).

Purambas.

Cocoanut culti-

vation.

6

v

The areca palm is cultivated very extensively in the lal
regiond, The process of cultivation is al
the same as that of the cocoannt palm, 1
requires more watering and manuring than the latter. « Negle
watering often destroys the areca palm, while it affects only the
of the coconnut palm. In a fairly good plantation, the aAverage
yield of a tree is over 200 nats worth about four annas, and as §
six hondred trees can be planted in an acre, it is obvious that
cultivation is a very proﬁtable undertaking.” (State Manual).

The areca palm.
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APPENDIX A.

Statement giving the extent of each olass of land nnder occupation
in Cochin State :—

I Assigned lands.in acres. §§

Taluks. -?_g

. {‘Nilam, Paramba. tl‘utal. ’ é"g

Cochin-Kansyannur .. | 81,600 41,218 | 72813 | 1,613
Cranganur o 2916 6,551 9,467

Mukundaporam ... o | 54,339 67,201 (1,21,540 | 9,317

Trichar .., . | 48,336 45,295 | 93,631 | 1479

| Talapilli ... | 40320 | 68,202 11,0831 | a3up

Chittar 28,074 45,719 | 73,793 t 145

Total ... 2,05794 | 2,74,181 4,79,975{ 16,903

Seotion 3. The Agrioultural Classes,

All the land in the state is thus nltin;ately divide:! batween the
gmall holdings. "Sirc/ar ard  the .Pura‘vaka.. :Tanmie. Buat the
sctual cultivation of the soil in the last instance
devolves upon petty peasant proprietors u1d farmers who usually
provide their own capital and lahour for +ba purpose. The Sirkar and
+he Janmis alike are mere sleepiug psrtners in the concern. In the
e of Watakancherry, Talapilli Taluk, Cochin state, the extent of
and number of tenants stand as follows :—
Tbe total ares of Birkar lands=315 acres.
Number of Pattadurs =120,

Average per holder =2§ aczes.
The tatal area of Paravaka lands =1275 acres.
Number of Poravaks Janmis =54. -

Average por Janmi=24 scres. -




There are no exact figures for the number of tenants who oconpy

Puravaka lands, bat there are reasons to believe that the same foature
of small holdings obtains in Puravaka lands too.

Now agriculture is an occupation which runs throngh all the castes,
from the highest Brahmin to the lowest Pariah.
The caste-system in this respect at least is no
exclusive barrier, and hence exact divisiou of
labour according to caste is impossible of demarcation. We can only
speak of agricultural classes who consist of landlords, cultivating and
mon cnltivating tenants, and farmi-labourers. = The non-cultivating
tenants let ont their lands on simple leases to mere agricultural
labourers chiefly to, avoid the difficulty of recruiting and managing
labour that is to be employed for the cultivation of the soil, but also
to some extent in order to employ themselves in Government service
or in a learned profession.’ The tenants who let out such lands may
themselves be tenants of other lords holding under different tenures of
those other lords. There are different forms of contract between such
tenants and sach laboorers. In some ofises, the tenant undertakes to
provide the cattle and the seed necessary for the labourer who may
possess nothing except the labour of himself and his family ; interest
on the nse of cattle as well as on the seed advauced and the quantity
of the seed are collected from the labourer at the time of the gathering
in of the harvest. In other cases, the cnltivator may possess the cattle
and seed himself and only stipulates to pay she rent to his immediate
landlord He generally contracts to work for. a single year or even
for & single dcasom and if he wishes to do so may continue by

The agricultural
olasses.

execnting a fresh coniract frow year to year. The tensnt of

course drives his bargain hard and leaves the labonrer only
mere subsistence-wages and sometimes not even that; he is allowed to
recoup himself as best as h. .an by raising some minor crops for hi(msalf]

Below these labourera are the coolies that work for daily &
during the ploughing and hagyvesting seasons of the year. Below
are to be classed the Chernmas or Pariahs, pecaliar to Malaba:
are practically agriculiural serfs working year in, year out for
masters. The State made an enquiry into their social and ec
condition last year from which I extract the following :—

'There are nearly 300 Cheramas in the Vxl\age of Wataka
They are more or less serfs attached to 1

The Pulayens. of their master. They are agrionltural w
-only and have no sort of proprietor-ship in the land. They s
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‘daily wages in kind and that in very low measnres.
the daily rate :—

An adult male =2 Edanglis of paddy per day.
y female =1} » ” 1
w boy =1 »

The fbllowing is

” - ”

Over and above this rate of daily wages, 5 Edangalis of paddy to
the males and 4 Ed. to females are paid on certain festive days in the
year ; and once a year their master presents them with a piece of cloth,
2 yds. by 1 yd. to every male and 3} yds. by 1yd. tolevery female
member of the family. ‘'I'he males plough, tend ocattle, water the
gardens, gather fuel for their masters and in general do such things as
their master bids them to do; while the fomales are engaged in crush-

klng the sod, providing manure, replanting of paddy in the fields, mowing,

harvesting ete. They are kept employed throughout the year, in
leisure-days, however, they are paid-a little lower than the rates given
above.

They take Kanji (rice boiled in water) and toddy in the morning;
\dy in the afternoon; cooked rice at night; they eat also fish and
» They behave well, are generally obedient and loyal to their

ers, very honest, and very earnest about their work. They are

tioal agricalturists, very shrewd, very eﬂiomnt in théir work, and
tace any sort of weather.

[hey worship spirits in the shape of stocks and stones and on the
jon of festivities to their Gods and goddesses, they take in & good
of toddy and with a crude beating of drums and blowmg of bagles
o in the premises of the ' temple ’

The Cherumas dwell'in & colony of two nr three fa.mxhes in low,
‘hats thatched with straw near the land of their masters. It
be admitted that they are sometimes ill-treated by their masters
by a few high-caste Hindus, though they form the back-bone of
.ultural labonr in these parts. They are low paid and anderfed.
il they cherish obedience to their masters and earnestness about
sir work,. There are however a few in recent times who try to get
i of the yoke by running away, but the majority are contented to stay
th their masters. I have met with farmers who say that were it not
r their cheap and effcient and oonsoxentmns Ia'bour. agricultaral
ocupation wonld be unprofitable to them. -

There are altogethor 73,000 Cheramaa ia ﬂu Stoto.
3
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Bection 4 —Agricultural Capital.

In agricultare as well as in other industr;

es the question of capita
is of vital importance. :

. 9
Capital as applied to agricultare is that part of a farmer’s incom. I,

. which is used in cultivation in the shape of 1seed 4
pi#.{uoultural Ca- implements, stooks, manure, minor works such a

tanks, wells or canals and sgch labour as h .
employs in the agricultural seasons of the year.
possess the two essential characteristios of al] ¢
and prospectiveness. But there is some differ
whether the cultivator’s food can legitimately
category of capital,

8
All these investment 8

spital, productivenes o
ence of opinion as t e
be included within ' th

In considering this question it is important to distinguish th :
economio status of the differert classes of cultivators. We have see ),
that the unltimate onltivator is often one who provides himself wit
nothing other than the labour of himself snd bis family. In this par:
cular case, the cultivator borrows his seeds, implements eto, from 1
immediate land-lord stipulating to pay them back with interest on ¢
same. He has moreover to support himself and his family from the
he undertakes to plough til.l the corn is harvested and that generally
& period of four or five months. During this period what he gener

@ usurer or grain from his lang

ed from the fields. Thas the amount of money or corp whic
borrows to support hi:_nself_ and his family at a time when he or
cannot employ them. slves elsewhere must, I think
capital just as the mcuey or corn that is
labourer employed by himself in the cultiva

) » be regardeq
paid to any othep kin
tion of the soj],

Agriculture in Malabar is in g peculiarly favour

of the plens; ed position bec
Irrigation works. ° Plentifolness and nsual fizity of

.Monsoon rains, Therefore the use of ipp;
works such as canals, tanks or wells are dis Ot Irriga

. : . Pensed with for the m¢
Part as nature is boantiful with her water, Only in one Taluk in
extreme north-west of the State ‘Wwhere the rai ¢

19
i in to subside
i ) n the monsoon rains begin
f s aensl hOWeVG:;]“;ﬁtW:l: mudbunds (or Chiras) across smal;
water courses 8o that the adjoining ﬁeldsdax;
tered during summer. They are constructed by
uiir mixed with tender branches of 'treelsl acroit;
1y Rs. 25. Occasionally sma
o. Such a bund costs near ( Iy emall
ot 1“’“5;1; (:;lsl:s dug in the middle of a field from thll]l ;Z gein s
Wel(; : buoket it could be watered in summer. A wZ h o si;1 in dop
;)vo?itieft in circumferance paved with laterlt;:tolnoe: A
. . bable ocostis Rs. 013. 8
so. Its probable ! mes >
:ﬂﬂwel‘ thee 7%‘1;:) oin cironmferance is dug whose ocost will co
igger one 70 1t. _

Ra. 20 to 25, .
« There is & genersal -impres?c;r:n
oo mi?hu‘ olftt::veoob::n true in the times of our gz-andf:,;f:r::é
B ot s mslgsparsely peopled, but aow that ﬂ.); ;f)r?rtiﬁdal »
when ttfe State wa il is become entremely hgrd, .the aid o\ tifial
popul&_f«lon On.the soeed production is becoming inoreasingly :MI; -
iy f('m m°1‘9&°f opinion that if operations on a laFg; :h o axo
e a e vors whioh run through the State of which the > are
wderiaken o O l::lvewn ones * there is every pr.ospecb of la;ge :::15 of
at least four w? i overt,ed into single orop nilams and t N;ms .
wasto lands 1ol oonilams into double-crop ones.” (State Manual).

. n . .
acres of single-crop the two animals used in ploughing,
The bullock and the buffalo ﬂ;:iné more in use than the former.

Chiras or bunds.

gardens could be wa
throwing so much m

" says Mr. C. Achuta Menon, “ that
ders costly irrigation works un-

the latter the country ocarts;
Iso used to drag ¢
cultural These are & . to lift up water from
& © to turn the rotary mill o¥

nllocks in this part appear
te. Most of the ? : t cer
rell by means of the m::r of ballocks usew .n ploughing costs zfgose
be leoan 820 w”kd’ : l;’mir of buffaloer used for the same P
ately Ra. 40, and & :
g about the same price.

divided and
hich conld be seen in thess parts are roughly
Cattle whic

—the northern belonging

rthern and Eastelsn ; these are

singuished ‘°"“n§ :fﬁumm to- the Coimbatore Gb:;:t‘" for the
e the meledy fairs which meet at Kilur and

sght at the We

d.

hi for the eastern breed. .

istikulam and Pollec if any that

rthern breed sad ;i:;:xl; bad snd weak, and I wonde: 1,ijgenoye and

3 Joosl breed ‘::h to matority. Thisis dn‘e o th;n;; agt the proper
born hel:e Za matter of crossing, oastigating th§ ot

dﬁerenoe m N '
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time and of feedin
. g and to the wretohed § . _
n which th, . 4. . ohied 1nsanitary conditi
They are iii az:b :)n dxsorlmmately made to Staz thr(:m(;,n of the ‘sty’
ariably overworked and underfed : andusy hout’t the year.
' at with the

they grow up,
along with their indigenous brethren

The chief agricultural implements and the;
‘ eir

Agricultural Im-
approximate value are as follows;—

Plements,

(1) The oountr
y-plough 1
(2) A wooden roller g»i:.

(3) A flat wooden plank 1
(4) A 5°d'01'nshingpstiok i, to Rs. 2,
(5) A spade R:.
(6) A big knife Y
. (7) A sickle 2 as

(8) Water-raising apparat;;s

of whi
known sorts which there are fivo well-

The plonghs used a.frﬁe _Primitive and old fashioned, but oh
zf :1::': A sharp iro.n piece of about tl:: I;‘i;:l:l

ooden frame which i o nml?n palm is attached to the end of
rooton framo which provided with a handls ; this handled £ 'a
o yoke by means of a stick, five to six feet lo mme‘l!'
yoke is plac thor}l1 th; neck of a: pair of oxen or buffaloes 'Flgx" et
phen ontchos t e : [?;1 le-arfd drives the oxen until the whoie f ‘lad Tox
farrowed o w}.] @ sgd 15. then ordshed usually by six or se: vor!
Thipomears Wt (;),- stanu'mg In 8 row, move to and fro the h sdn "
mhieh vgith ﬂlm thuir hands. Thenithe wooden roller is o aer
B ahed e down-pour of the rains the § Id i M onee 8
'pla,ni e 6cnfver by means of w comparatively codon
handl; nh ::tt}llzng, %kto 1 feet wide, 1 inch thick—is provid
handle w worker who also stands upon it cat g

ed to the yoke by means of fron-hooks, ehes hold of ax

The plough. -

b once 1
eavy wooden plank,

Water-lifting from wells is confined, as wo hay
) Watetr ift cultivation in summer and the :'a:sei:ln’ o:othgar
ppara ué‘ :;Zi :fR»spa;;ly.. The water wheel,gwhiohe Z};
. 35, is

::EBLZ:‘:EZ vtv;ter has to l\)e lifteq out ofv i;ye ;::2.1 YT‘;::]hexcept i'n

) A ot .h:s:d parts. ‘The more common sorts of w t::-e .tOO .
ped bamboo-basket (costing abont 8 ag ) :(2)1§b::: t‘

5H 0
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oove provided with a handle, costing abount Re.1; (3) and a frame-

ork consisting of two long bamboos, one small and another big in size

alanced on a horizontal beam which is sapported by two vertical
poles; a picottah is attached to the small-sized bambon and is drawn
up snd brought down by one or two persons standing opposite each
other on two planks tbrowh across the middle of the well. The whole
frame together with the picottah costs abouts Rs. 2. The oval shaped
basket and the wooden groove are used to spread water from water
courses and not from wells. Two persons, generally women, stand op-
posite each other on the side of & watercourse and pull the hasket
hemselves by means of ropes tied ronnd its ¢ ears’ after filling
the extreme ease and facility with which they carry '
on the operations, often to the accompaniment of & patch of song, is
wonderful. The wooden groove is allowed to swing on a string and is

moved to and fro by a person catohing the handle.

towards t
it ap with water;

The srt of manuuring. is much neglected. This is partly due to the
ignorance of the ryot about scientifioc manores,
* Manure . but also to his confidence on the natural fertility
the soil and the copious rainfall. Moreover the existence of a large
.mber of pretty farmers who sare marely tenants-at-will of non-
tiveting tenants is not conducive to the ready use of sufficient manure.

3 ryot, however, i8 nu conservative unwilling to use scientific manures,

really doubts whether they will prove profitable in the long run.
dung form the chief items of manure. The

arts has laid down for himeelf that ten
with ten basketfuls of ocow-dung
onld garry’ costing on the whole
ly) would “e safficient manure for

lock of field in whioh one pars of ‘p_addy-seed could be sown. Bat
m reached in ptactice. Greenr manure is not

imself, but is obtained from s neighbouring
to the striot vigilance of the Porest * Depart-
’ Cattle manure is wastefully
a of the oattle breed and the
it too is not of much conse.

yon msnure and cow-
«ctical agriculturist of these p
d loads of green manure together
g0 of the weight a single person ©
>ub 12 as. (8 as.+4 as. respective

1 this smount i8 seldo
wn by the coltivator h

or wood. But owing o
nt, this supply 18 becoming precarions.
,pared and what with the deterioratio
bit of tending them in the open fields,

ence.
ost of wages o be peid ot different stages of
cultivation for one sore of Jand in which 84 paras

Table of Wage8:  * of paddy oould be sowR i~

. The probtble °

.



3 paras of paddy-seed-receiving capacity,

E’mnt one acre —has 81

Remarks,

ot | In kind or mone

Total
amoun
g

. [of wa,

Total
number
of days

|

Rate of Wages.

Unit of
person.

Nature of Work,

A P
12 0 Both ocnstomar

(1) Ploughing

Plough 3 times
receiving field

Zlo person with
Y ; it requires 9 times

y during frst half

oxen ig said to
over one para-seed

day. A sin
in a half-ds

5 Works onl
of

but more in kind
in interior parts.

o B
padd 4
per half-day, v

3as. or 3 od. of

1

ghing,
omen chiefly em

person is said to

plon
para-geed ares

ry ; W

3 8 0 Both castoma;

(®) Plucking for re-

which is paid

Ployed : A single
pluck out one

for

but more in kind.

paddy
Pper day (piece-wages)

61y.orbed of

1

plantiog.

n
N

paddy,

® work is done twice ag easily.

b ed. of

Th

1

od. of

per day (piece-

wages),
488 or 4ed. of

Earns 5 as. or §

1

() Beplanting

eplantation
sufficient to

Para-space or 12}

Weeding only when
does not take plade.
Oune person however i
supervise 100
acres,

fo-3
months.

paddy

Per para-space.
4 as. per day.

paddy
4 paras of paddy (Bs.2) 16020 2 0 o

for 15 days.

1
1

(4) Weeding
(®) Water-inspeotion.

harvest he ig paid

Al the period of

in kind.

1

(0) Bafo-koeping  of

Women chisfly engage themselves.

d

5

For every six parss of paddy gathered one Pars is paid.

1

matured paddy
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tion 5.—Liand Revenue Assessment,

w turn to the principles of land-revenus assess!t.n.ojnt 80
scussing the problem of Rent we may be in a position to
ne share due to the State.

to the previous history of land-revenue
> necesgwy&s;::if::ration ir; the State in order to' under-
stand the present working of the principles of
assessment. The whole land was sarveyed ac-
the newest principles during the years 1898—1902, gt & cost
eleven laca of rapees; and the Outturn_of the general survey |
“8q. miles of theodolite and 974} Sq miles of field survey ; th:
:tent of wet or paddy land was 2,05,795 acres and that o
a8 and dry lands 2,74,180 acrea. The setrlement of revenne was
taken in hand and by 1905 the whole process was complete.

d Set-

8 aven more.

2s (which is the market-rate now).

lands were divided into Nilams aud Parambas for purposes ?f
assessment and their areas were recorded in
terms of English acres and cents. Paraml.)as
again were divided intof It’:ya;.tugmtt:imno:tj;
i uctive oapacity o e land an
e &?zgil:sgh:;a:?:.npzzg.. taxable fn trees), the only taxable t‘ree.s
;).ln:t r being cocuanut, arecanut, and jack. All lands were classi-
v d(? g to thenatare of the soil. The Pandaravaka Verampattam
g m-%'h full pattam or share due tu the Staie was treated as
AT for settling the full state demand. From Pandara-
el wr;ur«;s only 4 of Verumpsattam rate. are collected. And
o a'nfa.nds the assessment was one-.alf of Pandaravaka
| Pamree tes for Nilams and one-fourth for Parambas ; an.d the
a;}:z?a:a:amade with the janmis und not with the Janmis and.

ns and Par

ooour

8 jointly as was done previously:

i doce
i 8 of assessment on Nilams, the gross p'rq
" For ficing the r"'v‘::s oalonlated by means of harvest experiments,

ces of aasass- and the outtorn thas srrived_ at wg oonvertei
' " into money at the rate of 4 as. 7 p. pcarf para o
dy. From this a.m(;unt dednctions are made on aooomgtt }f b:xl(::;
g rofitable areas and caltivation expenses, and the
. se::lo:,ar;he net produce. One half of this net prodnc:le ::s
333::!:3]0 share due to the State in respect of lmzdxsTh h:::e s::d er hn;
yn.l tenure, vis., Pandaravaks« Verampattam. . The ,
m! y g . : L ] .
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as divi : : wero counted and assessed, and the maximum number oj cocoanut trees
was divided into nine classes according to their produc assessable in an acre of Paramba was fixed at 60 and of arecinat trees
the rates of assessment were fixed as follows for Vernmpa at 480, the trees in excess of tho numbers being left unassessed.”
Class. R. (State Manusal).
R8. a&. APPENDIX.
; w 78 Amount of the Settlemont demand in theiState :—
3 s 6 8 N . v
5 8 ¢ Settl +D d
4 - . 4 B ! Extent. - ettlement Demand.
b 8 8 [
‘3 2 8 Taluks. Nilam. | Parambe.
8 N ? (8) g Nilam. | Parambs.| Total.. -
9 1 0 Survey. | Survey.
Ia: ) |

u Fox: an occasional second orop raised on single crop Ni
half the single crop assessment was charged. In the case of dcon

~

lands, the ryots were given the option to compound the secioun 'ACRE' Aon- B e ’ -
charge at one-fourth of the first crop charge, which he shra: 19 5561 496 | BT.813 | 51,08 J
y TRt r 36 ’ y 084 &
whether he raised the second cro p or not in any year. The  op l'v Kanayanaee ,dd‘bv - -
Pfa “: aravaka kansm and Puravaka lands were two-third and 2. Cochin - 1,764 | 18, 41,340 | 82,797 | 1,24,15
of the rates given above, ” (State M 1). ' sasds | o8 '
(State Manaal) oo ' 9. Mukandepuram . 543381 1,51,626 | 60,100 | 2,11,726
Payathnpattam parambas were classed intc seven'ol ' ‘ v |
to their productive capacity :— aased ¢ 4. Trichur | 48,336 45'.295 LATST | 40,548 ;-1.88-145
Class. ’ Rates: 5. Talapilli .| 40,520 | 68,202 ]1,50,688 | 30,147 180,83
Rs. a, ) 7
1 .. . 1 81 Chittur .. 28,074 | 45,919 1,45,040 | 25,368 | 1,70,417 /
: 10 Kodongallar . %916 | 6551] 952 27’569\1 36,051
. . 12 s
; . N 0 8 5 et | o e | i apuit. ® *
e . ; R Total ..|2,06,704 2,74,181 [7,03,495 [8,17,613 (10,21,08
7 ' ' : '
£ 1 : .
It has been pointed out that cocoanut, arecannt, and i Sectian 6.—A8Ti cultural Rent.

slone are taxed in Vrikshapsttam parambas. “ Cocosnut tr} t

ivided i ; to disonssitheoretically,in detail the various
divided into 4 classes not with reference to the yield of individes - here i

1t is not necessary '
forces ihat govers the emergence of rent in an

but with reference to their sitnation on the sea-board (3 as. §pac .ont. _ General ; al conntry. The prevailing forms of
tree) ; or al'ongaiqe the ’bapkwaters (3 aa. per tree)(; or of:: gg;ﬁ?ﬁﬁoﬁg :f;';c::i?m and :gythod of preveﬂue assessment
:rv;amps or river sides (2 annas); or the interior hilly tracts ifo ¥ which fix the shares due to the janmi and to the.
e assessm'ents fixed on arecanut and jack trees were at the tr. from the cultivator’s point of view—the fertility of differ-
rates of 4 pies and 4 annas per tree respectively. Only bear :te ffr :2}‘3;‘ l;f 1and sccording to the oapwitf of guch lands to grow
- : stre . : -
ot : 4 ! o ‘

E) -
N .
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different kinds of crop which the cultivator is ready enongh and shrewid
enough to undertske to grow, if he likes; the income which is likely to
be derived or even the expectation thercof from permanent improve-
. ments ip the land ; “the indnstrial environment on which depend the

prices at which the varions roquisites of the farm can bo bonght and its
various products sold and which determines the relative values of differ-
ent crops and therefore the relative values of land in different situations ”’;
the ability and resourcefulness of the oultivator, his command over
capital and his willingness to invest that capital for productive purposes
~—all these different factors affect directly or indirectly the emergence
and distribution of economic rent from the soil.

) We have seen that about 60 per cent. of the cultivable land in the
State are in the hands of Puravaka Janmis and only 40 per cent. are left
with the Sirkar., The land-lords or Janmis have let out their lands
under different tenures, each having!different incidents of their own. In
the case of Verdinpattam tenure of Puravaka Janmis the tenant-nt-will
‘s completely at the mercy 'of the land-lord and can only bo regarded
as an apyicultural labourer Yiv'- - “» mere snbsistence-wages. The
favourable as well as the more common form of tenure in Puravaks
ands is the Kanam tenure.. But the limit imposed by tho 12 years’
0880 aﬁdrded opportnnitj to the Janmi to rack-rent his tenant at
nis sweet | will by enhanoing the Michavarcn (ie, whatever is
agreed ta be paid to a land-lord by-a Kanom tenant aficr deducting
from the pattom or rent- the interest due on the Kanom) and other
custornary dues. Still for twelve years the tenant is comparatively
free, but the want of security precludes his making any permaner
impriovements in the Iand. The Cochin Tenancy Regulation, referr
to apove, has laid down however cortain restrictions in these respec
Sordetimes it-80 happens 1nat a Janmi is willing to sell his foll Janm
rights in a land to” another 11d this kind is keenly sought afie
‘int¢nding purchasers of land. People are willing to invest mone;
snch Janmom/1ands (at & nominal interest of 1 per cent. or } per cent,
anpum or at times even for no interest at all; while in Pandarv
Verumpattam lands, they expect 2 per cent. to 3 per cent. Bu
Puravaka Kanom lands, they will not invest their money nnless tt
expéct to secure 5 per cent. to 6 per cent. interest. The land-lo:
share is invariably calculated in kind and if paid in money is cc
pounded at the market rate for the year.

The pressure of population on the soil together with the prevalen
of short-term tenures give room for the ;play of competition in raisb
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rent in Zamindari or Jonmi lands. Evenin the case of Stxrl(:: la;d:
where practical fixity of tenure is now secu‘red for thevtena? b gtin
sure of population on the soil and the mania of .the people o:‘ mvde lesf
money in land everrat such low rates of 1'nterfasb. as 2 per cent. sn mali
and tho constant changing of hands which i8 1nev1tab1.e'among 8
proprietors afford snfficient room for the play of competition.

Another guestion of some impdrtance is whether the share of t‘he
State is to be regarded as rent or merely as a
tax. Taking the average for the whole $tate,

. the revenue from Nilams (¢. e, paddy cultl'va.ble

land) approximates te Rs. 34 per acre. Let us take the particular

ich he holds under
f ousesses 4 acres of land whic
?:ﬁa?s?eﬁn;;zx; }:;enure and see what proportion the State takes
1

from it :(—

Land revenuse,
rent or tax?

Extent=4 acres. (nearly)
Saéd sown =35 paras of paddy.

Approx. cost of cultivation=14% » »

£ e

Tom=180 »
Gross prodlxjs,’ harvested =149Q paras.

‘. Remt 7/ . 4=@70 paras.
‘Revenue paid to the gtate =Rs. 15-10 As.
§ . 7 pies per para),
Bat according to the | present
arket rate of 8 As.per parf the s 4pams._
1dy equivalent Caee )

S rding toithe present marketrate the t.enantokives up only
0 8000 . |
" the rent &8 State-revenue.

ST . I have
& 1 £ cultivation 1n this table, Y
N.B.~—In Jculating the cost © 1 h L have
‘;k . 'itoc account the aotnal wages pald for different kinds o

7 taken 1

t of agricultursl implements and of maintainiog the
o

; ’ én i ant The ealouhtion ‘moreovey is
t been- takén into a000 .
'k have no :

y rooghs E ist who says “that the
Following in the wake lof the econom o of amount

is merely & msé
inoti tax and a rentis mere ; ¢
t1fl°§‘0n (11)93;922 ; high a8 to absorb the rent, 1t bezgﬁn;g; uéi ::::
h’f’a lana;e forced to conclude that the state deman
at,” W (

— than other-
is more i nature of a land—tax
tepaure is more 1o the_
srumpattan ) 3 B

Y
. N
< in paddylequivalent =55 paras' (according tu 4 As

S
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¢ . »
i i d owing to the rise in
i t to the State is made in money, an ‘
wIse. fP ayniloeur;tnral produce in recent times, the tenant has xmmen:e.ly
ﬁmeﬁ: daflrlereby Against this, however, must be set the general in-
enefite .

crease in the price of all commodities. .
L

As to the differing fertility of land as well as the nature of the

industrial environment, they are well appreciated by the tenantfs a8 1:
ulll ; by the way in which they calcalate the pattoTn or rent :om.t
8 ngnlayr block of land and the price they are willing to pay ;)t it.
B 1 the matter of carrying out permanent 1mprovemenf?s on a ' arge
S 1 of investing large amonnts of capital, the tenant is pr?ctxca. hy
Scale‘ a‘tI:a(d by various causes, viz., the prevalence of small holdings, the
riS(::élcease system, the existence of a large number of mere farm-labour-
: s cnltivating lands let out-to them by non-cultivating tenants, etc.
er '
now tarn to the way in which rent as well as the price of
Lot o land are calculated practically in these parts for
the three different kinds of produce, viz, paddy,
cocoanut and arecanut.
Ry iy,

Fivst inquire the npéare of the tenure, say, Pandaravaka

-~1'8 i

Rent and
vallitfgv of land are
fixed in practice.

Vernmpattam. . )

o by referring to the produce of a series of years h;wbilzi

) ra of paddy the land will yield, say 15 h‘!neﬁ'. 0

P it the amount of seed and cost of cultivation, (14-4),
D :s The remaining 10 paras is taken-as net produce ;

o ?a:hir; deduot also the share of the Government, say 2

;Z:a: Remaining 8 paras may be taken as the net rent.

i nt (8 paras in this case) as the

—Teking t};xls l':\’:l :‘:n:ﬂ:: :;‘:liil:g in(to Ecoonnt the genera.l f(frti

tem; b :o;, iZs 8. 't'ion, its tenure ebo., makes his imv

- :\te In the present case, he may be willing to invest Rs.

mel2b for 8 paras of paddy as interest per annum (ne

;3 0/, in mqney) ; sometimes he investa greater sums of mo
.z‘.ae., ?;1’; loss and less rates of interest.

-

Price.

i1, ~ Cocoanué paramba.
Aore=t : First olass=30 .
N ‘ ¢ trees= ~ { Second ,, -_-.20} =60.

1. Number of cocoann {Third e

(They ¥re divided into olasses, acoording to the number of cooosn
8 . .
that a tree bears.]

[

2

3. Price —Though the market rate now for 1,000 cocon
nuts is Rs, 35 to Rs. 37
Paramba gives money

thousand

29

» - The total yield of cocoannt froits in an acre

. = 2,000,

%', the buyer of the
at Re. 174 per -

. =Rs. 35.

(This price of Rs. 172 per thousand corresponds
o the net prodace),

Land Revenue, leot us say

. 30,

T'he balance of Rs

per annum,

I.f thigy acre 18 let out
rent j

o

® Calgulated :— e

SR g

ota] nomber of coovanuts whicy £he landlord ang tenant

Saloulate per yield

s 8

44

see

At Rs, 30 per thousand, their cosi

- ..o =Ra. 5.

» Which is the value of the
net rent per year from ane acre,
as the intevest; the intending
thinks within himsgelf for what p
terest he will invest his money ¢
cular block of acre, This again i
by the fertility of the soil, dista,
market and his home, its
Sappose he is willing tg in

is regarded
buyer then
or eent. in-
n the parti.
8 determined
nee from the
surroundings, etc,
vast at 3 per cent,
mhe pays for the land =R 2900,

paple lease, this ig ,l’now the

R

e =1,000,

we =Kg. 45,
This 5y of Re. 45 is to bo paid to the landlord, |
N°Vr, the actual yield from the soil «+ =2,000 coconnnts,
At Re, 35 which is the market-rate now, their cost . =Rs, 70,
Cust op cultivation ..... . v =Rs. 15,
——
- Balance «» =Ra, 55,
* - Rent to the landlord .., =Ras. 45,
e S
D <+ The tenant’s share .+ =Ra. 10,
« .. il~drecanut Parambs. = * -
Extenh\l acre. : . 4 > .
i " ¢ First olass =100 o
@) Al\wa.!‘mt; trees total = { Second. " '==200} =500,
‘ ' Third , =800)"

bt
¥
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A little neglect in water-

i1 the whole crop; moreover it is difficult to look after

to Rs 1,500 only. The above income is ideal.
ing may spoi

['sq1 #z8 3o punew Jod eoug]

them. Hende people expect greater returns from such parambas.

‘XIAN3ddV
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Section 7—The Economic Condition of the Agricultural
Population.

The economic- condition of the agricnltnral classes in countrios
whero agricanlture is the main occupation of the
The cconomio lo has griven much anxiety to economic nnd
iti the people hasg | o coomomil
gggi‘%:llﬂggraffpopw industrinl reformers. The rapid llu'l.l.llz[\f.lou of
lation. the Indian peoples which turns them into “ more
hewers of wood and drawers of water ” was _deplored by the' late
Mr R;a.na,de who sounded a note of warning that unless o diversity of
occ.upation could be found for them there is no hope for the bettorment
of their economic condition.

.

Exact|statistics are not available to note the economic c?ndllt:og
of the agricultural population in the Sta.te. It hes bee; c: tlsl;oa er
howevar that while the cost of living has mcrc?ased‘o.nly B oln > (;::s
cent duripg the last 50 years the price of the chief agricultura pr;)ti :el ,
paddy®’ ‘soanut, has risen by 200 and .300 per oent relspe ivol oy;
But sue plations tell us little ¢ ..)‘tlnng ?bout the actna ‘;xox:) o
of the FE™ Jagricultaral c},p«r!s. It is possible that one class may

.o krow Profits at the gxpense of another by this rise in price,
make ;'e are various considerations other than the mero rise in price
: but' th -on‘tirix\ the general proposition that in an agricultural commnnity
Whmhu small holdings prevail the majority of the agricul%ura.l t:lnss.es
:f::ln debt. The pressure of the population on the soi§ which is mci\nt-
able in & land where there is no diversity of oo'oupahon, tllx:. co:n
need for capital, stock eto., for tha smallﬂ pro?metors or on 1vzl; :
the soil, the fatal faci,ity for box'rowi'ng, the action of the mc;]ney- em.’
the custom of partition 8'rong co-heirs, all these factors w erever‘t
. exist whether in Europe o= in India have always pro‘dnceq th.e
result, namely indebtedness among the peasantry. The rise in .
values which has taken place in Cochiti as ehew.here affords an :
tional temptation to the peasant to mortgage his land to the mc

lender.

.Tﬁe money-lender who is generslly grain-dealer, cloth-merc
and jack of all trades is an indispensable fi
_in the village economy. H#® advances capit
the small cultivator in the shape of paddy
gets back from the latter at the time of harvest two times or three t.
the'amonnt advanced. The reoognized'rsbe of interest in such o
is however only 20 to 25 per cent; that is, the borrower has to pay t

The money-len-
der.

s
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at the time of harvest the principal plus one-fourth of the amount or
1; times the amount borrowed. He often has to wait till the
next harvest for at the immediate harvest the cultivator may not
possess the means to satisfy his creditor. The nsual thing in such & case
is for the borrower to execute a pro-note saying he would pay back the
amount plus interest to his.creditor whenever the latter requires it.

And once the olient is in his grip the lender knows well-enough how to
wring out money from the unfortanate viotim.

The chief agricultural classes in the State can thus be conveniently
divided : —cultivating and non-cultivating land-
olm.“mcuuur“ lords, onltiveting and non-cultivating tenants,

farm labourers, growers of special products and
oattlebreeders. The figures for these respective classes stand thus
{Census Reportas, 1911) i —

Non-cultivating landowners

v 14,667
Cultivating landowners ., v 47,476
Non-oultivating tenants 2,3"l3
Cultivating tenants e ®_ «. 206,509

Agents, Managers eto., of landed-estates 1,507
Farm servanis and field labourers

e 167,406
Growers of specia’ prodacts . 23,196
Farm stook breeders, keeperd eto. ... .. 1,940

" (Tenants are those having no oconpancy rights).

From this table it i3 clear that the majority of the sgrioultural
classes are tenants-at-will and together with the
farm-servants and field.labrurers they' form a
. considerable portion ot the agricultural classes
: State.” They are invariably rack-reuted by their immediate
»rds who barely leave them snbsistence.wages. Cases are not rare
ich such tenants find it impossible to clear off the whole of the
lated rent to their landlord at a single harvest; the usual practice
h cases is that the tenant executes s pro-note to the landierd
{ that he would pay back the remainder with interest whdn the
requires him to do so. Qften this accumulates for years until at
- suit for eviction and the remaining amonnt of rent follows to the
roin of the tenant and his family. Snch tenants usually employ
selves otherwise to add to their slender income by keeping bullook-

or rotary mills to extragt cocosnnt oil or gingelly for which their
5 : :

cmtilvatins ten-
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cattle could be emaployed throughout the year; or by husking paddy,
selling firewood etc. The appendix given below gives the earnings and
the economio condition of a certain tenant of this class.
"Phe oultivating land owners cannot be said to bein a better position
a3 they are generally small holders and therefore
ovggggi:“mg land- subject to the economic evils which beset small
peasant-proprietors in all countries. Such small
landholders often cultivate the lands of others as tenants in addition to
their own and try to increase their income in that manner.

The clags that has prospered most are the non-cultivating land-
owners who sub-let their holdings to cultivatiug
Non-cultivating  undertenats and pursue ocoupations other than
landowners. . . .
agrioultural, especially Government sorvice and
the learned professions. These are the most intellectually advanced
community-in the State.

Among the farm labourers are the common ocoolies, including both
men and women and the Cherumas or Pulayans.
Farm labourers. gy, agonomio condition of this latter class has

already been described ; they are paid onstomary wages in kind and
live in the same Way a8 their ancestors used to live for ages. The
common coolies chiefly employed during the agricultaral seasons of the
year are now demanding more money-wages, and if they ocannot get
higher wages they generally go away to coffee estates or rubber

. plantations established in several parts of the State or elsewhere
There is therefore an appreciable scarcity of labour in paddy caltiva
tion in recent years. Many landowners have complained to me of th:

] circamstance and tha’ at least is part of the reason why they :are
ready to sublet th.ir holdings to undertenants who could prov:
the labour of themselves and their family.

Certain measures for improving the condition of these classes
been introduced by the State-government. !
opened an Agricultural Department and .
monstration farm in which are carried on e3
p&s;i::&tnr&l de- ments on improved methods of cultivation.
Superintendent of Agricaiture cireulates bu’
in vernacnlar for the instruction of the ryots. But such measure:
ever well meant are not safficient to improve the economic con.
of the cultivator. The Cochin ryot is already a practical agricnl
well versed in the art of raising produce from the soil, but he is h.
capped by economio causes over,which he"has no controk. '

Steps for amelio-
ration.
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The Cochin Tenancy Regulation of 1914 is another measure which
seeks to improve the status of tenure-holders
n'nder Puravaka Janmis. This measure is benefi-
oial 8o far as it goes in that & section of such

tenure holders can be sure of com i i
pensation f i
they may make in their lands. e lmproveme?ts which

Cochin Tenancy
Regulation.

The State Government has also instituted & system of agricaultural
Agrioultural loans on comparatively easy terms. In the year
Loan®. 1914-15, cat of 27 applications only nine loans
. | were granted the total amounting to Rs. 9,480

and sixteen of them wre rejected (Administration Report) A.ll ,th
loans. advanced were for agricultural purposes. The” 'ins flioi "
security which the tenants have to offer, the tardy and son m;nt‘
?nsympathetic working of the official machinery, as well as themev:vi;t
;:g:;ss of the tenants to make permanent improveﬁenta have a;lnoom-
ined to i ,
p desex:n:.ier the system of agricultural loans less . sucoessful than

But the promotion of co-operative credit among the agricultural
classes which has been taken in hand by the
State-Government in all earnestness is undoubt-
edly going to prove & h'essing to them in fature. A department for th
purpose has been oreated in the State and the present Registrar is in
defatigable in spreading co-operative Societies of all kinds. R “:1l
Co-operative Credit Societies have been opened in varions vil.la ul‘?-
the State. 'The working of such societies, their initial diﬁcultiesge:::g
their sucoess can be guthered from the Registrar’s Teports a :anded
-~]rw about the working of two such societies. The first yéa.r’spfe ort:
o been chosen purpasely in order to slLow the initial diﬂic:lt’ .
ch these novel societies have to sur ¢ mt in areas where the s 'le':
co-operation a8 applied to productive purposes is of comps;rx;\.til;lelil
jern origin. One of the reports given below shows the ill-sncoesys
. the other the snccess whioh attended the pioneer attempt. There
difionties in the way of spreading the spirit of co-operation amon
ducated people who work on their own responsibility; but it i[z
ed that they are not insurmountable. Thé rural co-opérative
dit banks are very useful in extricating the cultivator from the
tches of the money-lender and in educating him in the habit of thrift
i providence. It is happy to note that such societies have taken roots
the soil of the Cochin St_ate. )

S E——

Co-operation.



APPENDIX (A).

The statement showing the income and expenditure of an sactusl
tenant-at-will :—

APPENDIX (B).

(1) Audit Reuew on the working of the Nemmara~—Vallangi
Co-operative Credit Society

(1) Family and Caste :—Syrian Christian, 3 men, 4 women snd For the period of one year and 5 days ending with 31t
3 children. ‘ Karkadagam, 1,000 M. E. (16th Angust 1915).
()" Property :— 1. Introductory :—As many as 161 persons were seen to have applied for
: House .. Rs. 50 the registration of the Nemmara Village Co-operative Credit
3 pairs of cattle o . s 120 Society. It was registered on 26th Karkadagam, 1089 M.E. (11th
Other implements ... ey b August, 1914) with nnlimited liability basis and work began the

same day. Its operations are conflned to the two contignous
-villages of Nemmara and Vallengi.

2. Members :—The Society began work with 131 members and 34 new
-hdmissions were made in the course of the next one month, Of the
members, 4 were expelled—one for not having paid up the entrance
fee and share amounts due from him, and three others for miscon- .
duct. {One member died in the course of the year. Thus at the end
of the year, there were 160 members of whom about 100 are
ascertained to be agriculturists.

8. Shares :—The value per share was Re. 1. The paid ap share capital
amounnted to Rs. 308-0-0. With every share an entrance-fee of 4 as.

(3) Income from the field he oultivates i—  °

" Extent=4 acres (nearly). . ‘
Gross produce for a single yéur =450 paras of paddy.
Seed =80 paras.
Rent to the landlord =278 paras.

To“l e =305 .» ) ”

*. His remuneration= w 146,
His income from subsidiary produce =Ra. 40

The price of straw he sells =, 10 was also levied and the fee thus collected amounted to Rs. 77-0.0, Of
Income from a second crop Co= 50 paras the amounts, » sum of Rs. 14-0-0 under shares and Rs. 2-8.0
Total income =Rs. 504195 paras of paddy. ander entrance fees had to be debited in the accounts as they were
Compound paddy at 8 as. per para ... Rs. 47} Ol‘et'ﬁ“d by mistake. Theamount pending at the oloss of the
period under review on account of the shares was Rs. 294-0-0, and
(4) Eapendsture i~ _ Rs. 74-8-0 under entrance fees.
Food L ... =300 parss of paddy Borrowings :—A sum of Rs. 500 under ﬁxed devosit and Rs. 11 under
) =Rs. 150 recnrring deposit were received by tL> Society. But the then
Clothing ... e o=, 20 Panohayat bedy returned the. fxri deposit of Rs. 500 no
: L —— sooner than it was received. This action besides displaying their
Total =Re. 170 utter ignorance of the principles of co-operatxon prevented other
) From tke above table it is clear 1bat the tenant does not gain willig members from depositing in the society. The saving
sistence-wsges even for s year. There are a great many such tena depositors ‘also made default i puying op their instalments, Thus
at-will in these parts ; and the condition of some others is still w: at the time of review, the sum remumng mth the Society nnder
When there i8 nolwork in the fields, they engage themselves as coe this bead was buft Rs. “
or keep rotary mills for the extraction of cocosnut-oil, or keep a bul. sane—In o1l 34 lonns aggregating {o Re. 885 were disbursed: 23
osrt, eto. were for purposes of trade, one for paymg of prior debt and
: . the remsining 12 for agricultoral purposes. All the loans were
T e ; granted for @ period not exceeding: 3 months, irrespective

of the purposes for which they were mted- The mmtablo
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consequence of this was that nope of the loans was repaid before
an extension was granted. The ~necessity for this could have
been avoided if the purposes and the periods for which the loans
were required were carefully ascertained before they were sanc-
tioned. The loans gronted varied in amounts from Rs. 8 to Rs. 85.
"Two were for sums not exceeding Rs. 10; 18 for amounts between
Rs. 10 and 25; and 12 hetween Rs. 25 and 50 and only one loan
above Re. 50 was granted. 7 loans were on thc mortgage of
immoveable properties and 27 on the responsibilities of the bor-
rower and one or more members standing sureties. 17 loans were
completely and 8 partly repaid aggregating to Rs. 510. The amount
pending repayment was Rs. 275, being the total of 17 loans, of
which, it is regrettable to note 9 loans smounting to Rs. 192, were
overdue ones. The interest received on loans amounied to
Rs. 25-15-2 and sum of Rs. 9-8-1 accrued a8 interest. The interest
charged on loans waa at the rate of 1} pies per rupee ver mensem,
but this rate has snbsequently been raised to 2 pies by & resolution
of the general body.

6. Management :—The affairs of the society were managed by & body of

panchayatdars consisting of 9 members eleoted by the general body.
During the year the first president resigned and & committee mem-
ber died. The Panchayat body was subsequently reconstitued
making it less snwieldy and more business-like. 4 goneral and 27
committee meetings broke up for want of quoram. Stridtly speaking,
two of the meetings oalled ‘general’ were only in name, for the
names of members who attended the meetings were not recorde
in the minate-boox.

The society has earneu a net profit of Rs. 88-10-3 during the pe

ander review. This amoun. should under the bye-law be creditad
separate head, ‘ the reserve fand’ In consideration of the initial ¢
and the small working capitsl of the society the reserve is allowe
the time being to supplement the working capital. ’

The Registrar is constrained to remark that the ocondition
working of the society are not what they ought to be. Want ¢
operative knowledge and ideas on the part of the members i8 no ¢
mainly responsible for the above andesirable state of affairs a
would be next to impossible to educate such a large body of adult 7
bers in co-operative matters at the very outset.

The Registrar of Co-operative Societies.

. Gignedy -
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(2) Andit l?evie;w on the working of the Narakkal Co-operative
Orodit Society for the year 1090 M. E. (1914-15).

1. Introductory—The Narakkal Co-operative Credit Saciety was the first

Agricultural Credit Society registered in the year 1090 on the

basis of unlimited fiability. It was registered on '3th Menam 1090
o ) ) 26th March 1915
on the application of 28 influential gentlemen of the Nara;;n‘zl Vil-

lage in the Cochin-Kanayanuur Taluk. Its operations’ were
confined to the village of Narakkal,jbut were subsequently extended
a8 per the resolution of the general body, to the adjacent village of
Nayarambalam., The Society commenced work on 20th A{’ ril
}915. The period for which it worked until the date of this Ref’ :
is 3 months and 25 days. o

2. Members.——The Society hegan its work with 46 members on its rolls

The subsequent admissions numbered 26. Thus there were 72
memb - of whom all but 32 were pure agriculturists.

3. Shar value per share was Re. 1, with an entrance fee of

4 a.. po. share. The share capi
| pital collected amonnt
and gbv entrance fee Rs. 49, vuated to Re. 197

o

4. Borrowtngs~In the sonrse of the year the society borrowed a som

of Rs. 500 from the Ernakulam Town Co-operative Bank. There

were no transactions nnder current and fixed deposits

5. Louns :—1In all 32 loans aggregating to Rs. 1,074 were disburéed‘dt‘xr-

ing the period under review. Of the loan '

between Rs. 10 and 25, 13 between Rs. 25 :.’mlis;()ve::; 0; :::::: "
Ra. 50.and 100. Classifying the loar- «ccording to the purpos?a:
qu; ::h;:: ;lézyfwere asiven, Rs. 40 wae granted for agricultnral pur-

poses, Ra. or trade, and Rs. 65 for paying o jor’

is observed that the major portion of i’hz lfansﬂ ffrr lt(fa((l]: bvt:s fIt
purposes of fish-curing facilities which were afforded to the m o
bers by the close proximity of the Sirkar fish-curing yard at N 9'3;’
kal. ) Every one of the loans werd short-term ones, the ’“‘*}(i
ranging from bne to 8 months. All the 32 loans were gra pe;w

8.u-ei:yss-hxp system. Repayments were pdnctmil. In zﬁ: ll:'i -
amounting to Rs. 390 were completely repaid.’ o

The Society charges intersst at the rate of 2 pj
. ies
wem 6nd the interest collected amounted to Rs.P ll-lgf;, ::lfi;:ﬂ:

5 %
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amount accrned to the period of the review was Rs, 4-1-8. There was
absolutely no extension of terms of the loans nor was there any overdue

-ones, which reflects much credit on the management.

6. Management :—It was conducted by a body of Panchayatdars
elected -by the general body. During the period under review
1 general and 10 Panchayat meetings were held, None of the meet-
ixigs convened broke up for want of quorum. -

The Society was able to earn a net profit of Rs. 47-4-8 during the
very short period of about 4 months it worked.

The Registrar of Co-operative Socistios.

(Bigned)
Section 8.—Forest Produce.

The present area of the Cochin forests is 605 square miles or abont

Ares of Oochin 48 per cent. of the total area of ‘s, This
forests. . vast expanse of forest area must ily give
prominence to the industrial oc. of the

people and it provides employment to nambers of wood-cutyers, sawyers,
carpenters, and/collectors of forest produce affording \a\ mesaas of
livelihood to over 30,000 persons.

Forest produce is divided into major and minor, major including
timber and firewood, and the latter, bamboos,
grass, varions prodnce that grow on forest trees
direotly or indirectly and on forest soil. Timber
is used for the construation of houses etc.; low-class labourers desl in
firewood either by carrying as head loads costing from 4 as. to 6 as.;
or aa cartloads costing from Rs, 2-8 to Ra. 3. The price however varies
with the gquality of the firc #u0d, and the distance from the woods,

Tuief forest pro-
ducts.

. Much timber snd bamboo are also exported from these- parts. The

bamboo is sometimes used in house-constrnction by poor olasses of
people ; in mat and basket-making ; whilé ita prickly branches are us
for fenoing compounds of houses and gardens.

Besides thes® local uses, timber and bambod can yield

for paper making, and wood for pencil maki
Prospective uses. matoh-making, eto.

“In Germany,” writes Mr. K. Govinda Monon,\the present Cons
vator of Cochin Forests, * the fibres of the spruce tree are spun out
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a sort of fine silky cloth not distingnishable from the Tassa silk of Assam.
Sungar and aloohol are largely obtained from wood. It has been found
by experiment that Cellulose yields 427 per cent. of sugar and saw-dust
yields 22:5 per cent of the same substance. 1Q0 parts of saw dast has
been found to yield 6:5 parts of Alcohol. Saw-dust by a very simple c%ze-\
mical process yields gypsum and oxalic acid, the latt?r snbstance being
used largely in Calico printing. There is no item of minor forest produce
which cannot be turned to man’s account. Leaves and barks of many
trees yield tannin and dyeing materials, and barks yie.ld diﬁere.nt kinds
of gums nsed medicinally. Fraits of many trees give tanuin bases
besides being utilised for biscuits and other artxcl?s of consumption.
Moss that grow.on forest soil are largely used for litter. Gra.s?es are
used for paper and mat making and give in many cases essential oils
which form the bases of scents and medicipgs.”

But the question is not what the forests can yield, not even how
much of it could be used commercially, but what the people actually do
to tap - *eoukces. Want of scientific kqovyledge and ?he shyness of
oapital the way of converting thése into economic parposes.

————

Chapter IIL
THE ARTISAN CLABSSES.

ing is a Cochin Census Reports for 1911 :—

The follomng * tﬁ}&z:::lil; or the artisan olass (34,559) is

The!Artisan Olass.  g;v:4.d into a number of endagon;;ns sn:)‘gzreg—‘:

i ] i (mason), Tettan (goldsmith), Musari

M.m'“n gﬁ?g&::gﬁ.ﬁd 'Toll:ﬂl':ﬁ (leather-worker). As

g)r?mr)- - are mach in’ reqnisitidn apd an taey earn better wages

h sm:d 1sbourers, they are still engaged in their hereditary
:pations. The first five groups are socially on a par #ith each ot::::. .

oy #ll interdine, bat do not intermarry. Bat the T.°l.k‘$:“’ a:iathout

ored inferior in status to the rest and can-not. tol:nzh 1 :,!1;9.- hont

R Mlation proﬁbly on accounj; of their work in f::u iy

:Lnfasomu is considered impure.. Polyandry ?f the ’ rnnd TPe

, prevalent among them, several brothers marrying one wife &

dren being treated as common to all. This practios however is fast

», " fal foatare about
1g out, if it has not already done #4,": One speok tand ot

is - ade to

: i te-hierarohy is that they are m .

rr::?:u:p::i;:; gﬁm (24 foot is the rnle) ‘while approaching
9 L :

high-caste Hindus. S . .
s S .
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The services of these artisans together with those of the washerman
and the barber are indispensable in the rural
oo‘};l&?gon‘emomio economy. In the old village economy each
Village had its own blacksmith, goldsmith,
mason and 8o forth and survivals of that system could even now be
observed where the agricaltural classes pay & certain measure of paddy
at the harvest season to a recognized “desa-asari’ or Village smithy and
get their agricultural implements made or repaired for them. No
other blacksmith is entitled to this dole, The particnlar blacksmith
whose family-budget is given in the Appendix gets 8 paras of paddy.
(A washerman and a barber get each of them two to three paras of
Paddy per annam from every member of the family to whom they render
their services. Sometimes they are paid in money too ; and in towns and
important village centres they are invariably paid in money.)

He generally pats up in & thatohed hovel in the border of a village,
near if possible the dwellings of his own oaste. Sometimes” he may
possess an house of his own, or he may be merely a tenan*  ¥ill in the
compound of alandlord. In the latter case howeve © rent for
$he land; and if he is & blacksmith he pays for the rem . cuting the
smithy works of his landlord. In addition to the members of the
family, he may often entertain, especially if he is known to be a good
workman, apprentices from his caste-people. These youngsters are fod
in his own house at his own expense, but these bear a sentimental re-
lation to their masters and themseives on becoming master-workmen
ure bound to entertain snch apprentices. Bat more often a father is
the teacher of his children in the hereditary oraft.

A good workmay can earn from 8 as. to 10 as. a day. On the whole
the are thrifty, but t.ei~ savings when acoumnlated are often exper--
in the indispensable marriage or the funeral. In this connection
interesting te mote that onm the ocoasion of & marriage
foneral, his relatives and the other people of hia own oas
the village are expected to be Present and give one, or
ropees towards the expenses of the mfftrisge or the fu
ceremony which not unfrequently come tv Rs. 100, Thei
oume is in somewoases greater than that of the high caste Hinda .
in the Government Service, but their aspiration is not to becon
tremely rich and thus rise &bove their profession. They are m
less assured of a certain income, and this ocertainlyis a ocontril
factor for the preservation of their economio status, Some aﬁ:ong

are certainly atruggling ;to make both ends meet, but there ar
. . ‘
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instances of others who have seoured substantial pr(fperty. It has been
calculated that there has been recently a rise in their wages by nearly
300 per cent while the cost of living has not gone up higher than
150 per cent. .

i ity of work

i thing pecular to mention about the quality o
There in nothing tl;rned out by these artisans, Here, as else.whex:q,
(Blacksmith). “ the blacksmith in most places has loat his chief

business of tarning ont new plough-shares, .hoes and big k:wess,.
which are now imported from foreign coutries; .but’ he oton ;l:ue’3
to 'make the sunbsidiary articles, as h? knows tl.ze ,dxﬁ';ren : 10P:.
of the minor metal utensils of domestic use which di erenf cl:l .
The smith now gets higher wages than be.fore or his
repair work” (Sarkar). The Ma.ras'a.n (ocarpenter)
(Carpenter). knows by heart certain rules which ought to be

invari wood pro-
observed in the building of houses. ':‘.hleyE| 1{1:):&::::):)}; :;:;::, " woo;; o
vided by r*hers and seldom make article A )
‘ ’ The work of the Musari (Be. ] ;
(Mu | thns described. * They n(l)a;ce :l.l lgfxds <:i ~b:ll“i-
i a caldron, 30 feet in diameter
me'tallx' Ve;‘::;:.rt‘;’: :ndmgs: ulpa::ps, bells, etc., of varions shapes :.nd
VYNS mgh metal is’ a mixtare of copper and lead, the usual propor xox;
.u.es. 2 te 91 parts of lead to ten of copper. 'If the Propo;tl'oi t:r
e . in ’s::i to three parts, the alloy will have a brig r
lead is mcl‘;“t as it is liable to crack in oasting, %h}s prop?r;.mq ‘18
aPPearan?’ n ly in exceptionél oases in making sm?h sized alf'tl;e e: ::x
o e by ve skilled workmen. The mould is made o o 0 e
e o o v:;y and 8 thick covering of the same matensl. Mo
nith a core O,f hy kiln through_s hole in-the covering of olay le . :o
raxrums onb ¥ e h the same hole the molten metal is ponred'u;
1o purpaso 800 tlt:x;okuegn out of the kil and cooled in water, the art:; ::
o Whe:ave raw edges and & rough surface; the former ‘:t then
o foundlro latter smoothed and polished in a lathe. :'lhe 1:11 -
?ﬁ e ont loyed by workmen are old fas.hxon a:d e
‘ml-)le.‘:‘.::“n:ﬂthst&ndm which some ofi tzn:i:;tgole(ssi;zz dow
rimitive, v e ”. " Ma
I;re distinotlg Boog; \‘;‘i,ltlhsg:‘;, :i:lgaxebest artsians “:dlf:::xll ::lz
also ﬂettleh ow:suany manufaoture lrtioles.fc.)r & mi 20 whe
-ns where they But what with the compgfition of e-lm;)neim“8 "
‘a shop-kegpe;; o in the price of copper and lead, th;:'e ;;u“ -
Jhat. with :h:t of the blacksmith or the osrpentqrt.. 2);- moky.t',
. b;l:v]:)r.k: on laterite stones and not on the 8’““ v ‘ ",
-on ' |

lities prefeor.



“u

Here is a table showing the wages ;of these workmen t=={From
Cochin Administration Report for 1814-15), The

Teblo of wages  goures are available only for a single year.
No.{ Description of workmen. M‘i':;i:;:m M::i:::m Remarks.
) Cs'rpenfer - « 0 6 0/ 1 0
2 Blacksmith o 86 0| 012 8
3 Mason .., w 06 0] 014 0
4 Bricklayer .., « 07 0] 012 0
5 Sawyer ... .« 010 0| 1 0 O
6 Boatman o 0 6 01012 0
7 Wgrkmen inmills ... « 0 6 0} 1 00
8 |Coir making ... . 0 4 0] 018 0
9 Coolies~—Males - 0 4 0] 010
» Females ... w 0:83 0 i 0 60
” -] eas ene e 0 2 0
10 |Coolies in Bo.lylbber Estates : — 040 |
© Males .. .. 04007 -~
. gomales w 0 2 6| 0 4
oys w 0 8 01 0 8 @
Girls v «~ 0 2 0f{ 0 8 0
APPENDIX.

1. The Blackemsih.

1 .Family:—1 mele, aged about 25 and'his mother. He is not marrisd.
His sisters are married and -have left to their new honses.

2. Propertics~—He has - house to the value of Rs. 60 which he has put

up in the compound of another to whom, however, he has to do .

smithy services when required. He said he has implementa to the

valae of over Rs. 250. :

3. Wages :—For cui;al works exsguted. he is paid in money. - He
moreover the * desa-asari ” (village blacksmith) and gete 8 par
?f paddy at the harvesting season for reparing the agrioultm
implements of farmers. He ‘said he earns from Rs. 20 to 80 -
mensem, |

4. Food :-Spen'd? Rs. 10 per month on rice. He sid that he
constant visits of guests in his house of his own oastepeople.

Olothing :—Rs. 5 worth of cotton oloth would be sufficient perannn
5. Debts i—He snid ho has no debta, -

&

6. Savings :—~He does indeed save something ; and onoe he had deposit-
ed in the Savings Bank nearly Rs. 15 ; but he is careless and spends
off the savings on occasional visits to his relatives. For his father’s
funeral, he said, he spent over Rs. 100; and for the marriage of
his sister, a similar amount was spent.

7. General Remarks :—He has now two boys whom he trains as appren-
tices, These are fed in his own house. He is an excellent work-
man. He hopes to marry soon, :

2.—The COarpenicr.

1. The Famsly :—Husband, aged about 45 ; his wife and 5 ghildren,

9. Properties :—His house costs about Rs. 25 ; he has put it up on
another’s compound. - The house is mortgaged for Rs. 50. This
debt was contracted for his father’s faneral cerem?nies;

3. Wages:—Ho earns 6 a8 per day. His wife earns about 1 anna to
1} as by weaving baskets out of cocoanut leaves.

4. Food :— &old("me that he lives from day to day.

N.B-- orkmsn is perhaps not representative of his olass,
There are carpenters in better condition.
8.~The Mason.

i ilies ; t of whom are
live in & colony of 10 to 12 families ; mos '

iesoe'l;l:lee{i flrom their great grandfsther. They put up in tl.xe ountskirt 'of
he “town ” of Watakanchery (Cochin State) wl'uchv is the oi:ioml
pntre of the Talapilli Taluk and where live * better ’ sorts of people. )

t Famsly i—Husband and wife, and two obild¥en. o
! o8 :— houss costing Rs. 60, wlich he has set up in
w* P'@‘:l:::’l. laf; ?:B:lhmin in the Village) for whi.ch he pays n.nnns!
::x;; of 3 parss of paddy and one bunch of plantain. He has imple
"Bnents to the value of Re. 5. ‘ N
:l& He earns' about 8 88, per day on lan ms;er;ge. l:te :ax 0
e :- . . » o“
the whole of it. His wife ngage
.‘;it u;;x :xlxlint; :?::eu, but provides the family with faggots from
w -
themy neighbouring hill, _ -.
Theqy, .__He said he has no debts. o R
i . ‘ t the year, not
in ¢ .—He manages to get work throughout ;
’ ra '?m:;k: villsge ; bat he contrects to werk for the P.W.D,, ;;:
o acts ¢ the State. Ho sometimes stsys away & mon
o erent parts o : v o

+ twg in this four.

ad
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4.—The Goldemith.
1. Family :—2 brothers with their wives ; 6 children.

2. Property —He bas & decent house and & compound round it, costing
aboat Ra. 300 to 350; he has paddy cultivable land near his house
of 20 paras of seed-sowing capacity from which he gets nearly 200

paras of paddy. He has aleo 2 pairs of cattle; he "employs the
labour of 3 Cheramas or Pulaysna,

3. Barnings :~Besiden the income from the field, be can get, he said,
nearly Rs. 15 on an average in & month from his work as & goldsmith.,

4. Savings:—He said, he reguires the whole of this income for his ex-
penditure, and does not therefore save much.

He is thrift* and
is in & comparatively good position. 3 %0, %
o &
. *0 L)
5.—The Potter. o

In the village of Watakanchery, there are two colonies of ¥ usavans
(potters) consisting of 10 snd 15 families respectively, ™

1ave set
up at o distance of about two miles from each other.

1. Family :— A man (who is & widower now) and two children ; » female
relative of his lives with him, 4.

-,
2. Property :—He has a honse costing from Rs, 12 to 15 ; bailt in the land
of & local janmi (landlord) like the other families in the colony.

Aii the families together (10) pay a rent of 4 parss of paddy and
Re. 1 per annum,

"He has absolniely no property, excepting » few mud pots, and a few

implements inclnding the wheel with which to fashion the mud.
pote,

He procures the mud ﬁeceuary from the neighbouring paddy-flate
and often he pays for it in money fo the field-owner. Faggots with

which to burn the kiln, he gets from the neighbéaring hill at whose
feet they have set up their honses.

Earnings :—He takes nearly a weck to finish off the different pro-

cesses and may make at the end of the preiod mud-pots $o the value
of nearly Ras, 2.

His wife (now the female-member) takes the pot on her hesd for
dieposal to the intggior of the village often five or six miles "*yqpt
and gets paid in paddy, but sometimes in money too. (& g’

. that money-price is not profitable for him).

L
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- -~ . ha aaid thab
it it himsuvis reea
:q iqst saffices to maintain . T
T;;:i?;g the rainy season he has & very hard time ot 1%, &

has to go without meal.

o ar .-""H 18 now ] dDWet. E or & m&!rlage, t:he br).(ie-
4 (;8"97 al lbfn ka (-] w1

Las to pay uearly Rs. 40 to the bride’s family. Tne nsusl
groom ha:

i tice of insti-
method, he said, of getting this lump mo;ezot:l t::: ::‘:; l:f e oaste
t ] .
) . . tin the mone X
tuting & ‘kurd’ (t,a.'OZ:\)l?nd femm,-ng them by monthly instalments

P"OP: :" tgic;;it to earn by the jabour of himself and his wife ;
. which he

i i s¢e their little share
. oaute snd his relstives give '
o :ﬁh" P:?:xlxeozf tl,ll:: ::rriage; he is however obliged to help
on the ocoasion ’
others too in this fashion.

: times leave
g Xed that f,hey gome
The women 8re often 80 over-wor and tho potters 0

ir father’s bouse;
thoir busband's 207 t]‘; t::id ‘chat & man was often compelled t0
f

ssed myse ied, oould not
. whomI addl‘er 5:‘:0”? vimes. A womal, once married,
marry, two o

hot e mdrry sgsin.
The +jon ia exiremely miserable.

tn—_

Chapter Iv.
SUBSIDIARY INDUSTRIES.

1. Weaving. '
i ¢ use for the Villager, qnd
#ing ocoupies & promzn.ant
Cost vi i jal orgsnization.
: ian ip the village iadustris :
byom:t " ‘;30“:':.0; :;wwor‘th « ¢ at ol olasses of Malayslis,
worn ot ¥ N

p t
i « wnall valoe indeed. The poores
srodc it Wﬁ:’?‘ﬁ'& per yoar; while s female

Clothing is 88 1

males ”Ped"“’

olasses need clothes for ® nlnei:fg 4o the value of Rs. 4 to b per yeer-

aire cloth lass and class; the
of t’h‘t.d“s mbztt:l‘istioity in this m‘“}:r b:::e::o:gh ‘the former may
T 20 0, e 1wl 00 752, g
rion bel :

bat oostly .tti;e onf ffl:‘:: :rorn by the Tamil Brabmin ladies
o

pe white, With the exception o wast of the Ghats wear the

i common with their aisters tonrod dress veries from Ra. 3 to
who 18

drese The ocost of this colo

. ; 1
3 . ;3 Brahmin lady geverally
oolo more. A middle claes T‘mz eloths tggether with the
, 200 snd 67%R °_ o of Ba. 12 and twd suc b ace imported
s ot 10 508 YL for aoin e single YOO
! s & 810 ‘
ones woul . L
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to this place chiefly from Madara, Tanjore and Kanchiveram. A mid-
dleman or merchant sets up a shop in an important town from where
in former days peddlers used to take the cloths to the very doors of the
buyers. But this system bas slmost broken down, thasks to the intro-
duction of improved means of transport; and now it is the custom for
the people to go to the markets themselves and get the thing from the
shop-keepers directly. With respect to men's ¢tloths, imported wares
from Manchester and Bombay are more and more used by the middle
and apper classes, while the very poor wear only oloths woven iz the

country pit-looms. So the country weavers now
w‘:‘f:er;ndiganoil; supply only & part of the claths woven by the
only a part o}, gho people and that of the poor classes ; but even the
cloth. rich use them as towels and as apper wear while
going ontside. Check coats and twill shirts, however, are becoming the
‘fashion’ among the professional claeses. Lot us now turn to note the

condition of these indigenous weavers. .
The oaste of weavers as that of others, is herv'" The wea-
vers found in the State counld ;ed under
w“'l‘}xveenhoredi 7 three heads :—Chaliysns, Kaikoia. | Chefans.

These are found in all the Taluk:  the State
except one. * Chetans and Kaikolans are weaving castes, and sre found
only in the north-eastern portion of tbe State, The former are
immigrants from Mysore and speak Canarese, while the .latter hail
from Coimbatore and bas Tamil for their mother tongne. &, g Chetans
wear the sacred thread, and Chetti is their sguomen. >ome of the
Kaikolans, probably an earlier batch of ‘immigrants, bave thejr tuft in
front and speak Malavalam. Most of the Chetans and Kaikolans are still
engaged in weaving, bi. _.aong the former, who are s more thriving
commonity than the latt.r, there are some landholders and oglti.
vators.” (Census Reports). The Chaliyans can be gonsidered as indigenous,.
The Chaliyans and Kaikolans practise only coarse weaving seldom
nsing yarns above 20%s; while *“the OChetans use ysrns up to
100’s when there is demand for the spme, and make fine clothg
(generally 80 tv 100 counts) with laced or coloured border. These
cloths, called pavu mundus, sre the fashionable atiire of the Malayalis
and consequently there is considerable demand for them in Coohix:
aud Malabar.” About 3400 men and 1,600 women are engaged in tk
weaving industry. We may'_no'to in passing thay spinning ag pn her
ditary business of the weavers has entirely been dispiaced by -
mackine made yara. ‘ ' .

" " nt ownera; and they managed to earn
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I personally inspected 8 colony of Chaliyans (the poorest class of
weavers) snd noted the following facts abont
The economic 804  their economic and moral condition. They live
moral condition o in a small colony consisting of 40 to 50 families,
eRvers Each puts upina smsll hovel costing nearly
Bs. 15 $0 20 which they have been permitted to build on an'ot-helr’s land.
If, however, one lives in & house put np by sanother, that one
makes a contract to bear the expenses for the annual .renewa.l of .t.he
thatch which will ncarly come to Rs. 2. The cost of his tools and im-
plements comes to Rs. 2. . -
They buy the necessary yarn from a Bz:ahmm merchant who bas
got up n shop in their midst. - The Bmhm}n merchant buys Bombay
yarn of 20 connts from a neighbouring town'at Rs. 7-10-0 (tl;e pre:el;;
market rate) and sells them at Ra 7-12-0 to the weavers. t'wasbok
that s well-to-do person of their own ocaate nndert?ok some ;n;e ac
to transact this business for them, but he was _ﬁnancxally rx;n:h ] e;m;:
his custe “drs did not exhibit the same alaority to olear off their de
to himg ?:" would to one of & higher caste.

q: 4 ii"}ad up are all 20’s; small towels are mfxde out of thex,n
wbioh’;i- . . %rreat demand among sll olagses of I}Ial?yahe. The weaver.:
ife i adebt in combing the ysrn and *siming’ it; al.le prepares i
ke ? nr ase in the lrom. . The hasband then weaves it up to the
;z:;{a :izo. He works up in s single day yarn to the valne of Re. 1

and out of it He makes towaels which.aow sell at 18 as, -So he earns @ as.

. Even the most favoured among them can earn onl.y 4t06
::" :l:{lny Ewhioh is lessj than the» wagé:s of‘ an averag? afrnunllr:mg

lai)onrer. This is evidently starvation Hml‘t% anfi as they :W’e Eon:ci :l[;
tb and from day to day their condition is misersble. Esp a ’,;

.to t!;:;:uw after the present rise in the price . © _nachine-made yarn whic
;xsas nearly deabled itself since the ontbreal: of the War.
Most of them are therefore paor. But there are two in the

o fortunate enough to possess property worth a de ;
ty worth fifty thousand rapees and the other,
\ effacted by the ancestors of the
these not indeed out of the

ts of their own hereditary business (but by other methods. . Evetn

this decline int their business these poor weavers fondly cling ho

hereditary calling, though instances are not wanting of those who

-1-an to agricaltare, or have combined it with other occupations,

oadiuyg groceries, husking paddy etc.
7

persona in the
tooality who ar

sum; one of them has proper 7
#ve thonsand. But thess savings wers

*
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At the end of the day the weaver carries hi towels to & market
near by or more often & middleman comes to his own house and takes
off his wares. This primitive trade-organization also i8 in some
maeasure responsible for the poverty of the weaving classes who cannot
owing to their ignorance about the outside market make the best use of
their opportanity for bargaining with the middlemen to whom they sell
their wares ; while it not unfrequently happens that the middleman
who is a nsorer and jack of all trades advances money or yarn to the
weaver and gots his client in his grip.

Drinking toddy has become an inveterate habit among these poople.
I was told that they drink toddy on evory extraordinary occasion, viz.,
while receiving a Buest, during marriage or funeraj ceremonies etc. ; but

a8 a rule they arel thrifty, thongh their earnings do not require them to
be acquainted with the art of thrift,

The Chetans—the better class of weavers in the State—are in a
comparatively well-to-do condition ; and he earns more than double the
wages of a Chaliyan or Kaikolan, "{: ‘

Much sentiment has been wasted in discussing &q voblem of im.
proving the condition of the indigenous handloom weav&rs. They are

\represented by some as stardy independent swtisans working on their
own account untrammelled by the restrictions and stinking atmosphere

of a factory. But it is doubtful .whether this roseatte view .08n be |

seriously entertained by those who are aoquainted with their actuaj
condition and with the odds-with whi

straggles of their trade.

There is indeed : u extreme olass “of thinkers who deprecate any
Hendloom attempt to improve their sconomio OOI}dltmn,
)

They say: * Industries conducted in 4 sma)
way and by hand are of little use to-day, and it
is not wise to encourage their maltiplication. Soch industries inevit-
ably succnmb a8 soon as they are brought into competition with tha
products of factory labour, and each mile of railway extension inor g
868 the vigonr of such -.competition,” (OConor). Again, « 4 y
L pseudo-Raakins and many old-fashioned }¢
Conflicting views. in Indis are trying to revive our hand
industry for the sapply of ordinary olothing; bat their atterpt ig :
to have the same success as an army equipped with bows apd.
when opposed to troops armed with magazine rifles and M.,
This artificial encouragement of an obsolete sndidoomed industry

powerloom.

tional g8
5 at loss of na ¥ &
wnly 0&‘:,' ° (qﬁ; r, Ecomomics of 'Bn. »
" pointed out thi
The Mill industryY menal progress NE
in ootton. to 1908, the nam

growth.

loyed 4} times, and” e :‘.-,‘ PR0ms and
th&tdf ) P:PB::; g?ptiries r;apeotively, while the percentage
spindles

p , p 'y nbled )
home lodﬂctlon 0‘ gre and b)ewhed goodﬂ )to Ou\llm ; oT tcs d, ¢) ‘
n th t ,e 8. 90 -’1908. lb’d p.‘ 125 B A

£

) . her mill-industry

is stands with regard to in-

Bt 2ot as note where r::;x; " Our industrisl position st tbé 1:);5:-
i £ 1907 was thus summed ap by lf[r' ° find

Its present posi nmgl; ly the production of mills, weI ;
tion. “Taking on y le of India
that last year ced in India, and three-fourt :1, textile industry is
nesded was produ . ted in this ~country i the lation you wilj
The oapital thsiii;,“ “vr:: of rupees...~..On & rough oa(lion about forty o
: a

b"tw“nt‘lff :n‘: prysent production 18 t‘; 11” ?,E:;rl?: liv;nted.” Looking
find tha < o0g of additional capital w ing:—* In 1910, out
ity orored of f: g:e:hz industry one notes the follo;n 818\'7751‘9 !:itusted in
up to the exten ills of British Indis, as many & d ocontaing
of the 286 cotten-mi Ahmadsbad. The Bombay P 19058 n:vyas one of
Bombsy oity u:do :: ;;indfés " and looma. The J’earé 908 os Jneof.
three-foarths oyvity in our cotton’ manufactu?e' ith & slight recovery
henomens] mdl oline in the production of yarn (wi increasing ; it has
t .asteady . :he production of oloth has 8°n;o;.n oon:nry. V&e con-
oy, B bled in the firet ten yents of the ‘produce, only 10 per

1 re than dongo' or cent. of the nloth our mius P £ 'th, total mill-
gime at’home rfed. We import only 8 pe” oe:i;llo ro?lucad nearly
cent. being expor India, -In 1911 the Indian mills p ds imported.”

made yarn ased 12 tetal weight of all woven cotton goo
®

. of the :
384' l::r";l;zm;” of Britiah India, p. 173).
(Sirkar, by 4 )

i

oy is **phenomensl

- S , of satisfaction for this “p

Bat ever aftor f:”hng:it;e?zour‘ ootton mannfmm‘ey"hc‘n :;’ ::3
Impedlménts in :a that we are still far my ‘f!‘? m‘;tnrei:;“tﬁgl
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(1) The factory system of indnstries is made possible by fnventive
skill which has succeeded in making complicated
automatic machinery and jn utilizing steam-

power or any other kind of power in driving it in
the required manner. This again requires a large output of coal and
iron conveniently near the cenires of work.

Want of inven-
tive skill.

Inventive skill of this

sort has been absent from India ap to now,
for evenin the West it is

of comparatively late origin. And those
Europeans who have established themselves in Indis have kept tho
secret to themselves. They import highly skilled labour from their
Own country and manual labour alone is recruited frowm this country.
Moreover all the moat important forms of machinery are being im-

ported from England or elsewhere, Though thero are lots of iron
and coal (the latter not all of good i

they are not found very near each ot
great extent and that is a
machine-made indastrios, -

her and are not worked to any

serious handicap for tlio development of

i
1

. ] ¢ \.
(2) The factory system roquires a large amoupt of capital wait—
ing to be invested in industrist pursnits. This
ca?)%gf.mties 3b°“t_ again presupposes certein qualities in the indivi-

dual such as the habit®of saving, of tirast and
confidence in leaders,

existenoe of convenie

nt institutions which will facilitate
credit snch as banks,

The accamulation and cirou
intelligent applicatio.. in remn
cumulative influence of ggrora
mentioned : Dependence of the
of the s0il and the oonsequent
ance of small holdings and poo

lation of ocapital in India as well a8 itg
nerative industries are retarded by the
1 circumstances. Among these may be
majority of the people upon the produce
economic eoffects sach as the preponder-
r cultivators ; the traditions of insecarity

such practice exists) ; the absenc§ of secur

such savings as the people may be disposed to make; want of a
venturesome spirit on the part of the peopl

e,
(8) Factory-production on a large scale demands different kinds

of labour, Manual labourers, -Significan y called
~mill-hands, willing to work at stated ho b undey
the disoipline of a factory ; labour of "meohanios

Difficulties about
labour,

of o venturesome spirit and last, but not least, the;"

saving and

|l
.

on and mechapics—are specia
.m !

. especially manuf
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r the machinery ; and labour of managers

trained to work and look afie tho three grades of labour reguired in &

of business ability—these arc
factory. '
It will not be impossible

s ; though even holre on
:::;:el‘ '1,‘he standard of life of t

perhaps to prooure mill-'hands in 'suﬂ(iim::(j
¢ cannot ignore certa'm of their rd -
he average ha.bo;;rer';sk vergd :::: :;g x
is ci ce is sure to be taken '
not very elastio u.n d ?11:,:“‘:2;?:3 their turn react upon tzfdelizieme:;)cg
by the managers ; *‘(;1 it is doubtfal perhaps whfsther he ;Y: e
of the laboure?ﬁ . legs and demand what is his d}w a8 M\ purdy an
to stand on W 78 regdoing in England and Amerwa.. ] c;re Tur e
enoxgelio bl‘(?t'hersfa'la.bour in the shape of concent.ratmn ? su b mork
must be mobIY ¢ ities and if need arises, & oertm.n readiness iaz move
o ":,nda:’:l:own to town. Withoat stopping t:oc’t Z(::look he
om ity 10 ©F B erwise, one cann - b
:;er bhis tendenqy ’ hoalllt?zitio:l :iglculties in bringing abouft lzol?ll:{;ys
faot that thetd - I:u:ther two kinds of labour—t.hat of busin
of laboar In? b e lly difficult to find in India.

s undoubtedly imply the concentration

® The factory sfyst:n;li‘:;n in towns and ocities, for otherwise
of po

. ill-hands in suffici-
, impossible to get mill e
: Wou::\ib:er:n:gd there would not be good ﬂ?cxhtxes
- lmtt'n raw matorials and for marketing the
for getting me centres of menufacture,

il1age economy
v Vs. .
Oity economy.

Oduoe. Outl'Of‘ the' W ay plaoas Gannot ‘beco
pr

actura along factory lines.\

g it will take or India to cease to be

It is not easy bo say how lontted wit™ ci*je: and towns everywhere.

> 0
villages and become 8p | ! e
" i ted with this 18 the existence of f&clllltlﬁs' :h
oune‘:nmunication, rapid and cheap, not only wi
co

: 1 t
. between the differen
Diffoculties abouii foreign countries, but ?lso The importance of
facilities of ocom- ts of the country itself. ; the factory
munication- f:: for the sucoessful ‘workmB of
erra : :
this cannot be QVErralen

gystem ip\prodnotion.
Even with the great andn
duction of the pennypost &

mO(le] n ers 1 Ipdla, one Oﬂnnoh Say

could wisb.

s land

* (5) Closely o

' » il d the intro-

id increase of railways, an .
by n:;:graph which- characten'se t,he
o that the means of commaunication
. s satisfactory as one

“«
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(6) The successful working of the cotton industry along factory
lines requires & large supply of raw ocotton
conveniently within reach. Now India is cor-
tainly a great cotton growing country, bat the
cotton grown is of an inferior quality. This is a very great disadvantage
for India in her competition with the outside world.

Inferiority of
Indian cotton.

These impediments must be taken account of in any scheme.for the
reconstruction of India’s industrial future. Mora.

Social and . .
economic evils of over the drawbacks of the western induatrial
capitaligm. system which arise chiefly from the evils of
unrestrioted capitalism muast be borne in mind, if only to profit by the
experience of other nations. T'he spectacle of overworked men, women
and children, ill-clad and underfed, huddled together in the filthiest
quarters of a city or town like ¢ dnmb-driven oattle’, ready to march to
the side of the untiring machinery at the punctnal call of the whistle—
this s‘pectacle calls for a halt and makes one considgr whether this
+18 after all the nome of national welfure and whother a better rystem
cannot be discovered for the increase of national wesalth and for bring-

ing about a better reservation of national economy. It is true that the -

advanced nations of the |Wgst have got over some of ‘the difficnlties:
and Labonr is now in a better condition than before. Moreover,
though Western Capitalism has suncoseded in mlving the problem of
Production to an eminently satisfactory degree, it has failed in solv-
ing the other problem of Distribution which is equally importapt from
the point ofwiew of national welfare. It is but tao trae that in such
countries the rich are becoming richer and the poor, poorer. Impatient
economists are apt to be satisfied with the return of statistios of Prodac.
tion as, for example, to'see how far * national ’ production keeps pace

with ‘national * consumptica znd so forth ; and Indian industrialists, [
fear, .are erring in this directior:

-

In this connection the question of improving the economic condition

of indigenous weavers is of great importanoe.
t;-’m\“ nlg‘;bsl%n;ogg For better or for worse thers are a great many
w:a€ £s8. of them in India who ply their hereditary indus-

try in spite of the keen competition let loose by
the stupend{ous world-foroes of modern times ; there are in the Madras
Presidency alone aboat 4,00,000 weavers. Their low material and moral
condition has nlready been indicated. Now the problem resolves itself
into this: Whother they should be allowed to sink lower and lower
until the whole race comes to be exterminated ; or whether thereis yot

i
1
i

58

i the
isi i ic status in the futnre. What are the
hope of raising their economic s ‘  $he
g?sya.dv:ntageé under which they labour ? Ave there any means 'by whic
those disadvantagesicould be got over. ?

The disadvantages under which the indigenous weavers la.b(?ur a,rmef
out of two circumstances—first, {.’rom want o
His disadvanta- ,rganization among themaelves which .precl;dl«las
308 in industry. any economy in production and ;n (1:ﬁp§§1rllgrzs :ltz
f their output which
oods secofndll'iyz;mgiif ::121:1;:?::? e‘i‘sh:re are certain fields in which
e tlh‘a iy anot hope to compets with the handloom. In 1':he ma.m'l-
bt Lmfn:hc coarsest as well as the finest kinds of cloth m:d.m o:ertmn
s of de {ner. the handloom is still supreme. But weaving is on_ly
e ey rocesses through which cotton is made. to pass in 1ts
o ?he' fm a:xy pa.z-n to cloth, and an inefficient production in any one
comrermlm 1;0 sZ\ on the weaver. Hand-spinning, for‘ sxample, has
e sd&( Ve:e Zf any commercial importance and it is hopeless to
e St _tO the presence of the powerloom; the pow'erloom has 80
T bl h dpibsolf in this process that it is impossible to oust it
e 'I?h indi senons weaver must be content to take ifhe
° . is farther handicapped by the p.rimitnlre
i iz ile 6 to 9 persons oan size only
methogOOf :‘;‘;p:flg;:ix isx:z;ngt;y, \z:l};“;owe'rloo:x with t.wo persons to
r::l::‘\fter ’;t oan sige about 60,000 yards in the same period.

rom its place.
shances of the yarn-market. He

ing a better reser-
i ions have been made for effecting &
Varions snggesmn:‘ation of their energy snd » greater ou;pult;-(if
Suggestions for . .. wares, such s the adcfpt'w_n of the flys x}t:
improvement. tle looms in Pplace of the vrimitive conntx('ly plt -
i tories equipped wi
. f drawing them to centr.. fac . i
looﬁsixzh‘:ovpelgnk?nds‘ of hx:.gndloom, the wiffasion of primary edncatlot;
l::(; tech‘:xical instruction among them, and the. spreading of It;: %:?e
eration among them, A few persons in the M.ad.ras ”Bl ! OZ
. °°‘°:k n up the task in what may be called a “ migsionary = piril,
'h";et; teis as it should be. There are various diﬁicnlue«? in the ::Z:;
| ;ﬁe th:se experts who are competeny ‘o speak on the subject say t!

they are not insnperable.

e Di ries i Madras, who
time Director of Industries m y Whe
M. Ohatturton, 3‘::;; be regarded as a pioneer in this respeot says;;

Flysuttle I°n®  «The diffioulties which have to be faced lie
an

factoris . mainly with the weavers thémselves. There is

.
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not the least doubt that the fiyshattle loom is from 50 to 100 per cent,
more effective than the handlovm, but the weavers objeot to turning out
in a day more’cloth than they have been aceustomed to, and it is difficult
to got them to make use of the improved way of working
fairly hard working individual, asif it were not so he would

’ 1 to work at his own (jme and in his owr
the regular hours obtaining in a factory ar
him, In the factory the work is undoubte
in the domestic circle, and the main com
can look forward to is that he will have t
able to earn sufficient wages to keep his
them to enjoy freedom from sordid cares
i3 very much their lot.”
p. 217—18).

1
1 howmne, and
0 extromely distastoful
dly more monotonous tha
Pensation which the weave
o work shorter hours and |

family respectably, and alle
and anxietics which at presen
(Chatterton, Industrial Evolution in Indsn

However much one may regret the necessity for drawing th
weavers into n central factory, that is Possibly the only of
in the future. The day for unrestristed individnal prod
for ever as it cannot command the economies
sion of labour which a factor
ment of handloom

development
uction is gor
of organization and div,
7 salono can secure, The eatablisl
factories will afford excollent opportunitic
n to acquire a knowledge and insight into ¢},
8 which must be pursued to enable manafuctaring

operations to be carried on profitably.....I am not withoat hope that we
way see handreds of weaving factories

outtwn from handlooms. Itis
estimated that up to the end of 1913.14 at loast 80,000 of these fiyshut-

tle looms had been introdnced and this number wag largely increased
during 1914-15.”

* But do not let it be supposed tha the mechanical improvements
necessary for the contin i o
Other methods. ry ued existence of India’s

greatost industry are mainly  mater for expery
knowledge. There are a fow simple things, which any intelligent school
boy origirl conld learn to manipulate in a week, though they " v0 sy im-

portant for the village weaver that, were the Education Depart:
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S lt S]L() (l ve y \ age choo nl&ﬂter Would
111 be [} T lll g 8 h l
a ’

ment as effioient hools would be able to demonstrate

teach them and every Inspector of s¢
" the village weaver who is to.o pc;ort,
attempt to adopt.even the simp e:o
The educational measures bhither

i It is
ici I i hardly touch his case at a?ll.
Aoy Oﬁm'lsuic;l:cl)lznzzihoitil:i{;ns and demo‘mstratmn:‘3 o}f1 i;u;};g:ﬁ:i
dele'ss o P"O‘“ _° diﬁoat;on. He cannot afford to leav o in
o and ba t the means, even if he had the enehr_g d’;ﬂiculties;
e "h'em 9:“‘,_1 o lrl:;"cants .whid might help hirh out of xsfor e
" reqm"?d mP:o:tfem would seem to be & sm'all nfatter',th  paratns
10ugh the oos 0 or twelve rupees would provide hmlx ;vils b oppers
;Qe:dltu::dojez:inly double, and, in some cases, treble
ich wo .

. ' gs which
is attedtion to the succe &
‘ times called public & £ Sholapur i
“1 have Be'vel:;:ismll.c-s-' had, while he was (301!90&0:;:‘)i tzy by the
r. & B M?”;msoidem;y, in reviving the local weh-;?gtha weavers with
pYS ]?ombaydie net of making arrangements t'o P’:;:lm cash at reasonable
imple expe able terms, advancing - rket
i the best ma
vw materials on Yeasonab o K ling them to obtain iod th
. n, and enabling are denied them
\tes in the slack season, f whioh advantages &I i of
. —all o . the oondition o
rates for th_eifm l:;r;‘; money-lender. In t.l:lre2e5y ::?hem had paid off
By e O weavers had greatly improved, serty from the
vers had gr . . d property fr !
thros hualess v;)et: and recovered their moftgal'fgeha‘g gigen a fair divi-
sl their oldddet t};e same time the scheme itsell |
“sowcars ; and & :

“dend on the capital used.

i, «If this can be done :::’
: the weavers, 1t
iand appliances of o8 both financis

ich gi ; sand weavers in
nization whwth 'i‘:;f anocess. The efample of ten thou
‘would be certat

L 3 ethnle improved
.. oof that simple impr
. triot of Bengal i8 & Pr 5 their esrnings eveR
“the Serampore D;:linovillage weavers to d °u:¢l: I::ltlluatﬁal Bevival in
appliances cwo(::ide assistance.” (dArhstio o -
3 { any 8" . .
'm}ix:,“b] E. B. Havell, P 177 ' ‘ njeeveram weavers’

: o Co

- astry, Secre:ary 0“1“’ very little capital ;
Mr. P. B“m“hmgr;ss::?‘be\ oarried on fm%egﬁf‘n & weaver
anion, saye: * Thee‘.for'\:thé @t-°°k'in't'n-d9' ofo': his own nse he woold
ten rupees are m:ll:lto seonre sll-bis e.a.r?.lng’f weaver families' continue
ghonld °nlby ber:spet;ous : bub.the majo il .
certainl; be P S e T

« These suggestions apply to
helpless and ignorant to make any
uprovements to his apparatus,

b sny st i ve the methods
sut suy attempt tc 1mpro ; :
N mlzls to Feanon that an efficient orga
o slmund pn-:wuioal educational assistance

-
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in a state of indebtedness £ >

him & . ’ 98 from generation t ;

. I:m }? groundmg. in character, efforts shonl?l genemtxou,

noe enefits of his labonr. The greater portj ot

grz;:tgoes'x to.the seller of oloths and not to t)f;n Ofl.:

ProﬁtI::}:?:hm the task “of relieving'weavers 1:;1

now goes to enrich the mi

by applying t . ch the middleman, Th;

oo-operzti . n,o Weavln!{ the principles of producti 1 0on on !y bo dor
on” (Bulltin, Tune, 1912, pp. 503, 804y

This digression hi
3 n  has been th
. misconception s, : O.Dght necessa .
handloonf wea:::ng A certain section of [ndian ?{1 d::&“i:;etth:}re is
' ! incustrialiaty that t)
They say that it i g must Bo'onel' or later vani-h froj ) 18
injurioas for natilsnf:i’i: nly impossible to prop it u;c':ntil;m eountr)
do so. Thi ual economy and the indastri y positive’
18 conclabion is not warranted by tl?:l oif:::t:e tOf fadia -
atances of t;

case. If ateps are tak

en PR

osn hope to hald its ownabng the lines indicated above that indast
N ’ ]

After giving
lo to secure to him
he weavers’ profits
or of them .....The¢
secare to them th

n exo 3 p gr h

: -ing industry ; .
P!ﬁ-greus in Y in Qochin, A
Coo State, shattle looms and have e:d;i:;el‘? use ﬂ.\
: : b lmprov-

methodg of »
small factori warping and sigi
looms has b:;i‘ :::v: I.Jee? Sot up; and & large f::t‘: - (?ne or tw
Its method of wirk; P in Triohur, an important town Ty (‘;l!mg. Power-
1ng in the environment in which itu;s °¢;hmdState.
: . placed mast

It is & weavi S :
th'gh. wgirnng of of the joint-stook typs. It was tt’ Com?any
WoR 3 nt-mg;:} n 'ning.l oapital of 3 lacs of started with o
he Egfhotory . paid.wh capital rapees, but its

7 Rs, 1071p UP to date amounts on]
Company a loan of B, 24000ty Stete bas y to
five years ago : y 24’000"1‘ Though the faotory, irtnted.ﬂ‘ toed this
Bominal o:q » and was declaring ‘IWOnidivﬁbm}h“ et over
there is pxtal. has not been resdhied in.a sufficient ‘“!“bth“ the

' which sr::;;:ﬁ;:gtyﬁf atiracting capital to ioint.‘;trhon thay
and machinery cly taw 46 the people of Cochin, Baiklin ventureg
tively. Bs. 34,747-12-7 and Rs, 6&57758::‘1 plant

.. R o . . espeo.

With respect t;y-Labo' he M, .

. ur, the Mill now em
and 20 children ; ‘men are exoclusively Smployesh;:!thm men, 80 women
° weni

ment and wpmen in the winding d ;
. i - 8 i oW de
| ing d Pbrtmen.t. All this labow j4 “:m,

|
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arers live in their own honses which"
lie acattered in different parts of the city. They are very neat and
tidy ; they, mez and women, are high class Nairs and Syrian Christians,
They are somewhat lazy, 8o I waa tqld by the manager, but the quality
# their work is satisfactory. Men turn out 10 to 12 Ibs. of cloth per
'ay on an average and earn sbout Rs. 10 per mensem; while the
#omen wind about 8 Ibs. of yarn & day and earn from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8
oer month. They are paid by piece-work.

those between 20° and 80” and

ted from the city itself ; the labo

The yarns used up in the mill are
shiefly got'down from Bombdy, Maduraand Broach. Finer yarns imported
‘rom Manchester ‘were used to be woven before the ontbreak of the ~

Jreat Kuropean War, but now they are o more used.

The Mill-manager who i8 also & shareholder % fyaid' at & commia-
sion-rate of 1 pie for every yord of oloth manufactured and sold. His
commission-amount came o Rs. 4,770 daring the last yegr.

ting - the pfodnoe. ‘But

No diffiulties are experienced in ‘tarke
owing to tne war-conditions and the -great incresse in the price of yarn,
the Directors now find it inoreasingly difficalt to declare good dividends.
Such undertakings have & groat fature . before them not only ip the
textile industry, but inother matters 88 well snd the State Government
is trying its best to popularise sach movements by mpans of granting
liberal loans and in other practical ways. ,

.

2. —Subsidiary Industries: ~Cooosput products.
The produots of the coconntub-—its ‘oll ‘and sil-oake, coir eto,—
are nsed for a variety of purposes. Though th~re are altogether 9 mills
for the extraction of cocoanut’

in the State using mac inery and power traction )
oil, a great part of the oil used for home consumption 1n villages is still
the rotary mill of the domastio art~

™ ‘produced at he o .
e rotary i ian Christisns e princip
‘he domestic 18D The Syrisn Christisns are & ipal
g{'tislne- ~ workers in this mdusm"l‘hlﬂ  is carried on ohisfly
s plades where there is ARy pooess i o0baputs aui henoe the gosstal
regions 878 lly -apited for b, - The artisan 5. &

‘hole time worker, ‘but meresy Pk

generally’ 8 Whole THES = hizde N

ey o o v wa o e o SO L
to keep for the usé ib Bis paddy- e s

;::no morle) use for bis bullock “a'h“‘*h‘ Beat of the sun could

dry the coprs is B0 time, ho #ets t0 work‘inhﬁ rotary mis. The ooat

TR o
* . N
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of such & mill is nearly Rs.50. He often buys cocosnuts on his own
account, but sometimes another provides them for him. In the latier
°ase, the millnan is allowed' to retain the oil-cake, while tho oil 3s
retarned to the owner. It genmerally takes a weck to finish off the
process. The kernel of the cocoanat has to be dried in the san for
week and the copra of 100 cocosnuts can he crushed in a single day,
It gives work that day to a pair of bullocks and two persons, one as the
driver and the other condneting the operations in the centre. The
following list of prices of the varicus Pprodancts ont of

will give a rough idea of the earnings of the oil-man.
The cost of 100 cocoanuts

1,00 coooannt:

= Rs. 3§ to 4
w  w ocilextracted .. .. .. = , 400
" nw , oil-cake . . = , 1 80
" »  *coir-yielding cover .. = , 0 4 0
» - cocoanut shells w o= ,, 092 0
o Total ] = Re. 514 Q
Sobtracting the cost of cocoanuts, 1.e., Ra. 4,
the remuneration of the worker. = ... = , 114 O

» This involves 8 days’ waiting + labour of twopersons one day
4 the expenses for the bullock. ) ' .

The chief difficulty of these workmen is w~nt of capital to ply their
craft thronghout ti.e week, Many of them being poor live from hand
to mouth. But & still greater hindrance is their inability to command a
wide market which in its turn is due chiefly ‘to the lack of any trade-
organigation worth the name. Hence as has been pointed out, his

_work is intermittent, and often he works ‘for another keeping the
oil-cake for bimself « s his remuneration.

Occoannt fibre _ad-stry i an important branch of subsidisry
Y. .. . indnst~y in that part of Cochin which adioins the
oofoaa%‘lll%m ot ses and backwater. It is oalonlated that

" nearly 74 lacs of rupeds worth of ooir in
various forms  bhave = béen .exported  from. the. port of
Cochin in 1908-9 against 36 lacs worth in 1806-7. The Oensus Report
returns 8000 men_and 20,000 women as engaged in this occopation,
The majority of these sre Ishuvans corresponding to the Tiyyas of

_north Malabar, while & few Native Christians are also engaged in it, The
extraction of the fibre .and preparation of the yarn are very tedious
operations. Women of the Ishuva caste are syecially skilled in the craft.
An average woman of that olass earns about 2 as. per day by this cottage-
industry, .. N - S o

L o
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Similar to the covoanut oil, gingelly oil is indispensable for dom.es-
tic use in » Malayali household. The extraction
of this oil however is not undertaken to the
extent of any commercial importance. 1t is imported fr?m the eastern
parts, but its quality has deteriorated in recent times being adalterated
with ground-nut oil. Sesame is here being. raised to & little extent‘ 28
a subsidiaryjerop when the cultivator is enterprising enongh to .utl'lme
his timo aftor the gathering-in of the harvest. Owing to the distinot
baduess of the imported oil, those who can afford to do 8o resort now
+ days to the method of taking the seed to a rotary mill nesr by and get
them orushed stipnlating to give the -oil cake as his remunera.
tion. .

Gingelly.

——— e

Chapter V. T
TRADE AND ITS ORGANIZATION.

The principsl points which are to be considered in thie connection
' are (1) the nature of the means of communiocation,
including water-ways and canals, roads and rail-
ways; (2) method of conveyance of goods to the
market; (3) the nature of the distributing -agencies sanch as markets,
fairs, shops, eto, : -

Chief means of
communication,

The backwaters and rivers of Cochin which together measure over
‘ 200 miles of communication provided the ohief
routes for transport of goods till very recent
times; and oven now after the introdngtion of
the motslled road system and the railway, their ~impo?t.ance has not
diminished. The existence of snch cheap ar . convenient means of
internsl trafic is responsible for the .earl_y devel?pment of a brisk
axternsl trade through the port of Coshin with foreign merchants from
Earope and else_where. Ferries and boats pro?elled l'ay o?rs and sails,
and stesm-hoats introduced recently, are the chief carriers in the water-

ways. . . , s : :
il the middle of the 19th ventury there were no metalled roads

.+ in the State in & condition fit for wheeled traffic,

Roads. The following description given by Ibn Batats,

the famous traveller in these paits in the” 14th centary, gives a good
ides of the pre-rosd days .t No one travels in these parts upon bessts
of burden, nor is the:’g sny horse found except with the king, who is
therefore the' only person who ridu.‘ When, hOWQVQY» fny merchant

packwaters and
rivers.

]
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has to sell or buy goods, they are carried upon the backs of men, who
are aslways readyto do so for hire. Every ane of these men has a
long staft, which is shod with iron at its extremity and at the top has
& hook. When, therefore, he is tired with his burden, he sets up his
staff in the earth liko a pillar and places the burden upon it; and:
when he has rested, he again takes up his burden without the assist-
ance of another. With one merchant you will see one or two handred
of these oarriers, the merchant himself walking. But when the nobles
Pass from place to place they ride in & dula (palanquin) made of
wood, something like a box and which is carried. npon the shoalders
of slaves and hirelings. The whole of the way by land lies under the
shade of trees, and at the distance of every half-mile there is a house
made of wood, in which there ure chambers fitted up for the reception
of comers and goers, whether they be Moslems or infidels. To each
of these there is & well, out of which they drink. To the infides, he
supplies this in vessels; to the Moslems he poars it in their hands.”

This description is,to a great extent spplicable to the condition of this
day. ' '

Pack-bullocks which onoe used $0 be ve

ry common are now falling
into disuse except in some raral parts, -

There are now 435 miles of road in- the State of which 435 are
metalled and the rest ‘anmetalled. ~Bullook -dbrts which used to be
very common for passenger and goods traffic are now seldom resorted to
in the lines traversed by the Shoranore-Cochin Railway. Longstretches
of avenues planted at very short intexvals on both sides of the road is
a special feature of these Toads ; this had’ once been maintsined as an
act of charity by the people, bat mow it is under the government

charge.
The State Railwa) which was introduced in 1902 rups from Shora-
Railway. -nore to Ernakulam, & distance of 65 miles. It

« W8s constructed at & cost of 70 laca of rupess.d

It has now become @ very importint means of transport both for
Ppassenger and goods traffic, e ¥ .

The chief artioles of agrionlinral produce sre - z:ioe, Breon-

. nut and pepper; of forest prodnce are timber
roaBanIsAtonOf 413 yamboo, The organisation of trade is
comparatively . simpla.»f';Esch man disposes of

his surplus goods om his own aocount to & ‘middle-man who comes

to his house or to .whom they are carried on
th'ghﬁiéﬁln:g:i“ the backs of men or in a bullock-cart, Middle-

mavjsm appesrs to be indispensable in all itetns

-
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of village trade, for he it is that foouss-ea the sarplus protl}t:z :;i :ZE:
it to others who need not neoessarfly be the persc:nsf rho countryj
but middlemen themselves trading in another pft:rne: the conntey.
The Village fair which meets once 2 week or o 'gdl o
meeting -place for thef‘e middlemen ; ol
The village fair. for immadiate consu.mptlon sach ka: ‘:fde ar.airs
fish or mutton are also exposed for sale in suc: m::;d?"isdual o i;
Often the fair takes place nunder the pst'ronage o “i;nt 1kan0hery e
also a commission agent. *Thus in the village o’f f a :%h e ogit,i e
e Mnh;}mmedt"‘u h:;g:z: t:zel:le{l:::sra ZZrta?n r};te of com-
ale of arecanuts. ® receive !
:ni‘sesion for the quantit} sold in the Iair. _ Ma!.xy nmerfi};:;i rh::;o;':::
outlying perts resort to this fair. There are sum afrm o
cattle for sale and other artivles for common consamp
cnltural use. .

i 8 i jtion a ratail shop in which are

important villsge has in addition a re -

prery b . .éii?i-géd by middlemen artioles of common cfo:

Betaill sh0p. ' .o ppon, Theysget their stores .fro;n am!::,gn i:

bouring town. In the interior of &' village where n;;m;s :1, ec;zboumm
cation are poor and where currency has not penetrated to

. » - . t
it is not nnusual for the shopkegpers t0 dispose of the gqods _in retarn
gy,
" Cowoversiion in  trade “has not made moch headway 1 v
Cmoper}tme;__?n fl’;;m’e retail-déaler and middlemen are stﬂlv
Co-operation anpréme.

. . Chapter VI~ |
SAVING, BANKING, GREDIT.
o XY ofessor Mar in bis Painciples of Economics,

Phor » writes Professor Marshall in bis Painciples t Economi
- u'l‘here‘“f‘ writes v whé' ﬂn(l an inf»em*f"m“" 1.n :ae\::
im'x@v“ fOF 88V-  y)oir hoards of wealth grow up under their 9;'1‘1 "
s .0 i-with scarcely any thuught for the happiness thal

7hs. /e by thsmselres or by others, They are prompi-
‘ “p‘”ﬁ’u}mg fon m’;”:}:‘::e chase, by the desire‘ o ‘,ouﬁ‘ﬁt:;g hflie;;
rivals ; by the ambition to have shown sbility in gejt:;xfgd;?eaw:ometim a
to aoqiire power and social ‘posititii by I8 P‘?”"’fbﬁéea nf money, has
the force of habit, started when they were mlly in 20ed o ,'ﬂm”;ning
given them, by a sort of reflex ction; iﬁ a,rtiﬂ'm &ndw; ot for the
pleasure in amassing wealth “Yor ita ovn chBnt wore § n

: oL
{

i
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family affections, many who now work hard and save carefully would
not exert themselves to do more than seoure a comfortable annuity for
their own live:.”

This analysis of the psychology of thuse individuals who honestly
endeavour to mako n saving is substantinlly true of lndia as of lurope.
There are however certain other considerations which, srising as they
do ont of the peculiar social and econumic outlook of the Indiau peo
ples, intimately relate to the problewm of saving.

An individual’s vonception of the * necessaries of life > doed undoubt-
edly affect the amount of saving he in willing tu
make'in a given time. Now the phrase ¢ neces-'
saries of life’ is extremely vagne and gives rise to  Berios of other
questions which have to be answered first bofore it can be clearly nnder.
stood. Food and clothing are certainly the prime necessavies of life ;
but there are other necesssries which people rightly or wrongly oling to
even to the point of stinting a portion of théir food and clothing rather |
than go wit‘hont them. These latter are known as ‘ conventional * neces-
saries ; different varieties of ornaments made of gold, silver ete., conld
be counted as conventional necessaries. Then there are oertain
other necessaries which some persons or claas of persons have come to
regard as such through sheer force of habit, bat which for all practival
purposes could be regarded, so far as thosc persons or bodies of
persons are concerned, as their necessaries of life. All this is true
of Indian society as of any other. But one of the most promi-
nent fact which strikes an ecomomic enquirer is that the standard
of lifp in India is very low when compared with that in the
West. This standard of life is certainly different in the case of the
different castes of ae social hierarchy. The higher castes as a
rule spend more  on educition, while the poorer classes including
the |artisans spend little oe avthing on edncation but all or almost
all on food and clothing.  As the division sccording to castes is not
strictly an exact indication of division of labour, it is perhaps not
possible to take the different castes one by one and institute a comparj-
son amongst them with respect to the necessaries of life which each
person hopes to maintain for himself. But it may be asserted confident!
that all classes of people live, aach according to his station and income
on cheap and simple food. Paddy is the staple food of the Malayalis
while the richest snbsist on rice, the poor perhaps is satisfied with Kanj
(+.e., rice boiled in water). Reference has alrcady boen made to the lo
value of cloth worn by all classes of Malayalis. In days gone by whe
such education as existed in this country could be got for nothing

Necessaries of life.

i

*
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nothing had evidently to be spent on that score. Those members of the
higher castes who had inherited the tradition and had the necessary
leisure for =pending a few years away from home, in a central religious
institution or math perhaps, stadied under a Gura who would instruct
"them in Mectaphysics or Philosophy, Vyakarana (Grammar), Poetry
(Kavya), Tarka (logic) etc; Sanskrit was the medinm for this higher
study. Every village morcover hadits own ehzuthachan (a sub-caste
ho taught the village boys and girls how to read and write Malaya-
1am); these boys and girls generslly assembled in his house. Thus was
: Solved the problem of primary education. Eduoation was not then
| looked npon as an avenue for a profession. With the introduction of
"English education however which holds ont prospects of earning money
\in some literate walks of life, the same higher castes make great sacri-
fices to-day out of their meagre income to invest their money upon the
eduoation of their children as imparted in English schools and colleges.
This drain on the income of a tamily is partioularly noticeable in two
of the higher castes in Cochin——the Tamil Brahmins and Nayars. One
class of Brahmins—the Nambudiris of Malabar—though they are by
far the most respected and richest among Malayalis most of them being
big zamindars and landowners, spend little or nothing on the item of
eduoation as they have strictly held aloof from English schools and
even from s study of English which they regard as a ‘mlecha’ or
unclean lauguage.

Saving depends also on the strength of the habit of reslizing the
future and the present evaloation of that future.
on the habit ofrea- made by the different classes of the population.
lizing the future.  Thjg is determined in & great measure by the
prevailing senselof security and peace ; by the extent tolwhich money—
economy has penetrated into transactions ; and 1'v the influence of caste
which ensares s certain inoome for certa’n classes of labourers and

Conaftionsd b hired workers. rPence and security has been
poace oned DY oqpablished and to that extént the saver in India
and sacurity, is free from the necessity for discounting the
Pprobablity of his hard-earned money being utilized by the stronger in
arma or. authority. But the prevailing forms of land.tenore which
leave in the hands of the janmi or landlord extreme elasticity to rack-
rent his tenants are a source of insecurity to the agricultural classes.

Though the use of money in the shape of coins is becoming more and

' more important, it cannot be said that the people’
b&;ﬂg’,}:{ have got acoustomed to use them to the fullest
capacity. The proverb that land is better than

9 ' '
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money is still current smong the people, Big industries involving
chh capital ard waiting are rarcly financed by the people; while the
idea of joint-stock undertakings which alone can hold out opportunities
to an average earner for investing his money in profitable business
concerns is still in its infancy, not only in Cochin, but thoughout India.
The habit of trust and confidence in & leader, the spirit of obedience to
rale and the principle of give and take which alone c¢an maintain an
a8soclation are still wanting in the majority of Indin oapitalists; they
wou.ld far rather keep their money with themesives or undertake
bnsu.lest? on their own account than start or finance a joint stock concern.
But in justice to such capitalists it must be said that they cannot be
expected to throw away their money unless such conoerns can be demon-
trated to be financially successful; and this *vicions circle’ is to &
gret'st extent responsibleifor the slow progress of joint-stock concerns in
Indla: But the new awakening has made itself felt in Cochin too. The
weaving faotory at Trichur and a Vernacular Printing Press in the same
Place are joint-stook undertakings whose suocess is keenly watched
after both by the Government and the enlightened publio of Cochin.

One of the chief effects of the caste-system, at least in those cases
where the distribution of labour according to
caste coincides with the actual division of labounr
at the present day as among the artisan classes
gen‘erally, is that there is;no inducement for these people to effect great
savings and thus to better their social position. They are more or less
assured of a certain incomse, and as from father to son they must
engage themsslves in the same work they are willing to live from day
to day trusting on their children to take care of them in their old sge.
It is significant that a high caste Hindn drawing Rs. 20 to 25 as a clerk
in & Government Offic m™akes & grester amount of saving than the
village blacksmith who many nerhaps earn Rs, 30 per mensem.

by the influence
of caste.

The necessity for capital to replenish the old stock as well as to
make such improvements as the cultivator and

m'g?&mw for  (hose others engaged in the several industries
are disposed to make is amother factor which

induces them to make & saving out of their income. The nature of
the capitalirequired for agricnlture has already been described ; one is
struck at the low cost of the implements whioh are ordinarily nsed by
the cultivators. The landlord moreover is not as a rule disposed to
make improvements in his land ; the tendency is to scguire more lands
if he has snfficient money at his disposal. The implements used in other
indunstries are also of comparstively low cost. The oapital employed in
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commerocial undertakings such as trade in timber, agricultural produce

eto., could, unlike that sunk for example as fixed plant in a factory, be -
turned over again and again in a comparatively short period. :

The chief sources of accumulation are agricultural (chiefly) and
. other industries, and commerce in its various

Sources of 88Ving. 4 .. hos Some indeed derive their income from

the learned and other professions, as Government servants etc. And

there are also the class of hired workers the majority of whom as &

rule live from hand to mounth.

Let us how tarn to the means by which savings are acoumulated.

The principal methods of accumulating the sav-

Means of 88VIOE. ;)00 are as loans to neighbours or to & money-

lender and by subsoribing to & kurs whose working is described below:

. Poople are willing to lend money to neighbours

bg_'u‘;zr.m to nelgh- .4 yg per cent. per annum (which is coneidered

. to be the ordinary rate of interest); but when

they desire to invest their money with big landlords or very rich people

they are generally satisfied with 6 per cent to § per cent. and sometimes
even less. » ‘ .

The kuri which serves the purpose of'a savings-bank is a peculiar

institution of Malabar and is so common every-

Kuris. : whore that a detailed description of it must be

attempted here. There are three chief kinds of kure; we ghall take

them one by one. . ,
(1) Ohangati Kuri. Mr. Lewis Moore quotes in his “ Malabar

Law and Custom” the fellowing description in

(1) Chengati-kuri. 4, words of one Mr. (‘}.ra@ue who wrote about

1822. ' R '

“ éhangati-kuri.—-A lodge or meeting of friends. II. was formerly
very common in Malabar and is still partially kept up for the purpose
of disoussing any particular subject or enquiring into the conduct of
any individual. It j8 not confined to people of the same caste, but may
be composed of Nayars, Tiyysas, and Mappillas (Mabamedans). Besides
promoting social intercourse, it has a tendency to prudential conse-
quences. It induoces economy. -

- w14 is supported by the subscription of the members in the follow-
ing manner. Suppose therv are twenty-five members, that the society
is limitted to twenty-five month’s daration, and every member is obliged
to give an entertainment o the perty once in the course of this period
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at hi :

bot i: 3::;;;3"‘8)9- lof:t t:ot:s .not come to the members in regular tarn,
o tioket oith b ;yn s i a1 15 every member places with his subsoription
some fudForns sme in deposit and a ticket iz drawn every month by
tioket draw oie P:;‘:‘O!lﬂ, and ‘the person whose name appears in the
deposit, in t}g;e €8 ethente‘rtamment and is entitled to the smonnt in
% 1085 20t mee ;!;lon t. The entertainment is oalonlated to cost
the membars a.nd‘thm en per -cent. Of.One month’s subsoription of all
at o early’sta, ) oe great advantage is derivid from drawing a ticket
remaining peri()g; ’x; :coouﬁnt of the interest upon the sum for tho
cription amountq( ; here 18 no other prize. Kvory member’s subs-
ovor ok Th‘ in the end. to the whole principal gain which he can
of i Licl;et . : gx:iatest disadvantage to any member is the drawing
consequent loss o;mintseret::o:lg?: ntx’tf)n:i; d“’;‘tion o e the
rincipal ! ) y subscription and the loss of
11:1 onthlzs 82;};2:;1:201: the entertainment, to the extent of two and half

“ Bat
loans of m:::;en!::n :z:nterba.lanced.by the fac.ility of pros:uring oAy
taining 5 peiey sy security which the ultimate certainty of at-
Pt 0f " :. 'I(’lh.e monthly snb.scriptions in the meantime are
othorwize bo praction end induce & habit of saving which wounld not
1] 3 I
st wi:rel-;n:p]tm? is the president of the scciety termed Changati-
o the peten. ;,-Z it x; to see the money collected or, on failure, to forfeit
the prlese ot wer ¢ ouble the deficient subscription. He is entitled to
poe pei g giving t',ha ﬁx_'st month’s entertainment.. The society
s of late years fallen into disnse, partly becanse it does not enjo
the necessary power to. enforoe its rules by degradation or other puniJshy—
ment, and members & ‘¢ not to be found who will sopport it from their
own respeotabilit.y. MThe. #ontempt of its regulations ocan only be
atte?pt?ci' to be remedied by a tedious, vexatious and expensive apy oal
.to &' jodicial tribunal, an appeal more kikely to be more particulzrl
:;:gectnal frgm t(l;e compact of the parties being rather nnderstoog
expresse ‘
then e tpe i\ m‘;e:en:ﬁ?nded more upon » sense of h'onom' than apon law
In a changati kurd now a days the Kari-Muppan (stake-holder) is
entrusted with the task of giviog an entertainment which generall
fa.kes the form of a feast to all the members, each of whom oontributy;
ing two or four annas for the purpose on the Kuri-day. On that day
tl‘le members assembled are allowed to bid down the amount and the
bidden amount is collected from each of the several members. This is
bowever resorted to only by the poor classes of the people.

‘person who ha
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(2) “The custom of the prize-holder giving social entertainment,”
writes Mr. Moore in the book quoted above, “has
(2) Lottery. fallen into disuse und the society is now a provi-
dent club conduoted on business principles. It is usual for the prize-
holder to execute an instalment bond for the amount of his fature
subscriptions in favour of tie Kuri-Muppan which contains the usual
clanse for enforcing the whole sum if one instalment is not paid” *A
namber of persons agreo that each should subscribe a certain sum of
money by periodioal instalments and that each in his turn, as determined
by lot, should take the whole of the snbscription for each instalment,
all being returned the amonnt of their subscriptions and the common

fand being lent to ench subscriber in turn.” (Moore).

(3)"A more common form is what is called *ZLela-kuri’ (Lelam=

_ suction, in Malayslam). A stake-holder collects,

(9) Auotion-kuri- 1. g wnppose, Rs. 50 each from 20 members
s making the total kurs-amount to Rs. 1,000 and
lot us aleo suppose that that society is to last for 20 months. This
amount of Rs. 1,000 is appropriated by the Kutttkaran (stakeholder)
for his own use, and thereafter he continues to pay his monthly sabs-
oription of Rs. 50 till the end of the term. When the day fixed for
auction comes round npext month, the assembled subscribers, let us

suppose, bid the amoant down to Ra. 640. The stakebolder and the
h to pay Re. 50 ever after

subsoriber who bid the amount have eac e
while the remaining 18 members distribate smong themselves the
amount due to the suctioneer minus Rs. 100 (t-. e. .the hl.natsarlmfanltu3 sh;:sa

Leholdei and the auotioneer)” Which is in this oase Ra. i
o et b §y Rs. 30 only. The

inclading himself tho

and each of the remaining sabscribers has to
same process is continned till the end of thi tor

is the Kurt Ka.lyanam which is thus des-

Cl.osely akin to the kurd
— 1 is an entertain-

cribed by Mr. Graeme:

Burl Kalysnsm  pient given by a respectable peraon at which all
his friends wWho are invited present & cortain som of money and a
certain number of cocosnuts, plantains, betel-leaves and arecanuts,
every man sccording to his fancy, to the entertainer.- The host
feeds all those who come gnd has diversions for the company. An ac-
count is kept of what each guest offers, and when these guests in their
surn announce. that au entertaintment is to .be given by them, the
s formerly had the benefit of an entertainment is expeot-

ed to be present and to make a return at loast equal-to, but in general

*
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half as much again and somdetimes double, what he has reoeived.”

(guoted by Mr. Moore). This is prevalent mainly among the lower
classes.

Let us now briefly pass in review the chief institutions of credit
Institutions  of which sre oharaot?ristio of the rural econowy.
crodit :— The village-usurer is & ubiquitons being; he is a
money-lender, & corn-dealer and much else
besides. lle performs a really useful funotion when he tinances the
cultivator ; but he is censured when he extorts
exorbitant rates of interest. His high rate of
interest is to a great extent due to the bad security of his debtors.

The village usurer.

In some of the towns in the State the bankers are mostly
Tinnevelly Brahmins who have proved parti.
cularly shrewd in the business. They some.
times undertake the transmission of money by means of Aundis or
notes of credit, bnt their main work is borrowing and lending money.
They borrow money usually at 74 per cent. to 10§ per cent.; bat lend
at various rates ranging from 15 per ocent. to 18 per cent. Their loans
are all made to snbstantial people on good security such as landed es-
tates and ornaments. They very rarely finance industries. It is oarried
on ds a family concern by them ; they are generally honest, bat have
gained a notoriety for a grasping policy. ¢

The new joint-stock banks on" European lines are of comparatively
recent origin, and hence its possibility of success
has yet to be made home to the people.

Hundis.

Joint-stock banks.

The spread of the co-operative principle has made it.se.lf felt‘ in

“Sochin too, thanks mainly to the energetic action

Co-operation. of “+he State-Government in that direction.

There is an Urban Co-operuti¥e Bank in Krnakulam, the ocapital town

of the State. Its working can be gathered from the sudit review given

in the Appendix.

‘ APPENDIX (A).

The Ernsknlam Town Co-operative Bank (Ltd.).

" {Registered ; March, 1914~ fice months after starting, a report
was made by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, from whioh the
following is extracted]. . ‘

1. Members.—The bank was started on its work ‘with 41 members
37 were admitted. At the end of the period there were 78 mem-
bers of whom 7 were agrioulturiste.

\
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2. Share Oapital.—~The anthorised capital<of the Bank is at present
fixed at Rs, 35000 made up of 250 shares of Re. 100 each and
1,000 shares of Rs. 10 each, the share subscription in either class
being payable in ten monthly instalments of one-tenth of the
value of each share. Provision has thus been made for the well-
to-do as also the poorest man. Of these, 112 shares of the former
and 72 of the latter were taken up and the share capital actnally
paid up within the five months under review amounted to Rupees
6,265.

3. Deposits and other Borrowsngs :—There were no transactions under
these heads.

4. Loans.—Lioans amounting $o Ra. 5,065 were disbarsed 'to the mem-
bers and Rs. 500 to a village Credit Society. The amounts of
loaus varied from Rs. 15 to Rs. 2,000. The total number of loans
issued was 11, Of these, 2 loans were granted on the mortgage of
immovablo property and 9 loans on the joint and several responsi-
bilities of the borrowers and two or more sureties. None of the
loans were granted for a period exceeding one year. The purpose
for whioh the loans were issued was not specifically mentioned in
everyone of the loans. Bat it is gratifying to note that the ins-
truotions given in this respect were strictly oarried out in the case
of every loan granted subsequently.. A sam of Rs. 150 was repaid
in the course of the year and the balance outstanding at the end
of the period was Rs. 5,565.

The rate of interest charged by the Bank on loansis 9§ per oent.
per annam on amounts up to Rs. 500 and 8 per cent per annam on sums
above Rs. 500. There were no overdue loans. o -

5. The Bank worked at a net proWis-s-Q; this amount
under the bye-law of the Bank be divided/a§ follows :—

B. A P,
(a) To the Reserve Fand } o wo= 541211
(b) To the Directors as honoraria } v = 27 6 v
(c) To the common good fand 3 ...” .. = 27 6 6

_ (d) To the members as dividend, the remainder=109 910 -

But according to a byé-law no smount exceeding 10 per ocent of
the net profit after setting apart a fourth to the Reserve shall be set
apart for the common good fund. The Bank therefore carries only
Rs. 16-7-1 to the common good fand. The' balance of Rs. 10-13-5
may be added to the Reserve and._ ; :
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6. The Registrar suyrgests that small suretyship loans may proba-
bly be found betier in the long run than large loans on the security of
immoveable properties or on the deposit of valuables; that repayments
towards principal in swall amounts and at regular intecvals aovording
to the convenience of the borrower should be encouraged.

The Roegistryr of Co-operative Societies.
(Signed)
APPENDIX (B).

It is difficult to obtain a fixed standard of expenditure as it
considerably varies in different familics acourding to the standard of
living adopted. Horein is appended the expenses of an average Brah-
min family, keeping up an average standard of living.

The family consists of a husband and wife with five children, 4

males and 1 female. They keep no servant except a Nair sweepress.

1. House,~They live in their own house worth about Rs. 500. If
let out, the house may fetch a rent of Ra. 3 per nmonth con-
sidering the state of the market at present

2. Food, ete.—They buy provisions in a lot for annual consumption.
The accounts are as follows :—

RS. A, P,

Rice .. 100 0 0
Vegetables 24 0 0
Coconnut oil _ ... 15 0 0
Gingelly 15 0 O
Dholl . . 6 00
Black gram ... “ 6 00
Chilies, other miscellaneouns grains 6 0 0
Milk, butter, ghee, eto . 9 0 O
Miscellaneous items X 5 00
Total 273 0 0

Wages for sweeper 6 00
Light 5 00
Fuel 18 0 0
Repairs to honse 6 00
Total for a year ... 308 0 0
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