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PRAYER .

Fellow citizens who wish to make any
suggestions, and critics, are requested to com-
municate with me as far as p\ssible by letters
or, send me a copy of the article they send 0B
the subjeet to the pyess, and,/Journalists Wh'O‘_,,
are kind enough to review the book in their.
Journals giving, out their views, are requesf-e.&'
50 be rood enoigh to send to the author the
particul.r copy of their journal in which the
review ippwred for the author's future
guidance 1a m&king the . necessary alterations,
atleast, in the yecond edition of " this «buok
which shall be :ssued very. shortly As it 18
not possible to obtain the vex\) valuable views

of the different correspondénts, published

in different papers, in differedt parts of India.
correspondents are requested to write directly
as far as possible to the author to the under
mentioned address. Copies of the book car
be obtained only from the author.

P. VENKAYYA,

National College,

‘MASULIPATAM,
¢S, INDIA)

PREFAGE'

*

THE reader will readily recosnbe that in
‘venturing to place this. little book - containing
thiirty designs for a National Flag for India before
the public, I haVe allowed ray sentiment to get
the better of my“discretion. The task of design-
“ing a sacred. dag for the country must be
undertaken only -5y those rénowned scholars of
one’sown country’s history and literature like
Sir Rabindranath Tagore and Brajendra Nath

, Sen who can fitly take rank with the greatest

thinkers of the world. My little effort in this
direction may however be viewed with indul-
gence as representing only a humble trihute of
one of the poorest sons of the “countrs to his
mother-land. ’
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In bringing out this little book I have
received the help of many .of my esteemed
countrymen. I cannot therefor; bring my brief
preface to a close without, expressing my
gratitude to them. | My thanks are due to
that most liberal-minded gentleman whose
name is rapidly becoming a house-hold word
thToughout the, whole country—Mr. C. P.
,Ramaswagly Iyel, B.A., B.L, High Court Vakil
of Madras; who gladly contributed a decent
sum of money sufficient to meet the whole cost
of block making which is always a costly item
in bringing out a beok, and™Rewan Bahadur Sir
S. Subramanya Iyer, K.C.Lk., LiD.,, late Judge
of the Madras High Court; My. K. Balasubra.
manya lyer, B.A. B L, of Madras—the noble son
of the great patriot-statesman, the late Mr. V.
Krishnaswamy Iyer, C.S/I1., Member of the
Madras Executive Council, and the Honorable
Rao Bahadur B. N. Sarma, B.A., B.L., Member of
the Imperial Legislative Councilin India, and
others, who have helped me financially in bring-
ing out this publication. My thanks are specially
due to the Honorable Rao Bahadur B.N. Sarma
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for having so kimdly undertaken to write an
Introduction to this humble publication. I am
also highly indebted to my esteemed friend
Mr. E. Venkatasastry, the artist of the Andhra
Jateeya Kalasala of Masulipatam, who, with the
help of a few of his students, had taken the
trouble of drawing and painting the manuscript
designs of the flags according to my ideas. My
thanks are also due in no. small measure to my
ever-willing and sincere friend, Mr. G. Hari-

. sarvothama Row, M.a, Editor of Andhra Patrika,

for the pains he had taken in correcting the
proofs of the'coloured designs, and for the very

* valuable advige and assistance he had given me

throughout.

My thanks are also due to the Proprietor of
the Guardian Press, Madras, for the prompt way
in which they have executed the work in a very
short period even at a sacrifice to some of their
urgent work and for the pains taken by Mr. G.C.
Natariljan, in getting throogh the book in the
Press.

In the following pages only an attempt has
been made as far as possible to place the
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sublime idea of a National Flag for the whole
country, before the public, and this could be
done only in a skeleton form. The author
therefere requests all his countrymen to make
freely any suggestions on the subject to him by
letter to the undermentioned, or, by sending
the papers in which their views are published,
or, by supplying him with copies of their
articles to the press, so that, they may be of
great help 4o hinl in bringing out the next
edition, for which . act of genorosity and patrio-
tism he shall be much indebted. )

In conclusion the author .diso begs to

suggest to the administrative heads of various -

provinces in this country that, if, under their
kind®patronage a National Flag Day for Indiais
held throughout the country exhibiting the flags
suggested in this humble publication, and also
any other flags designed by others as suitable

“National Flags for India, and if the sale proceeds

of such a Day are given away to the War Fund,
the people, as well their administrators, would be
doing a great service to the Empire, and the
noble cause for which the allies are fighting ;

I also further suggest that the Reception Com-
mittee of the Indian National Congress shall
make the necessary arrangements to organise a
“ National Flag Exhibition” in connectiorr with
the ensuing Congress requesting the public
previously through the Press to draw and send
to the Exhibition suitable designs for a National
Flag for India, and remit the sale proceeds of

such an Exhibition to a righteous cause. In

this way the Congress shall also be in a position

" to select the very best and tlie most suitable

flag for India from the designs sent to the Ex-
hibition from Yarious quarters and from various
peoples in this country. )

Masulipatam, . hd
P. VENKAYYA.
15-11-"16. |}
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS PRINTED IN
COLOURS ACCORDING TO GROUPS.

: Name Number of )
.of the flags in the . Their place in the sheet of
group. . group. + o+ desigos.
) A—1 5th ﬂa in the 1st vertical column*
A e designs from the left.
: A ﬁth ﬂa%in the 2nd vertical columnn
. . S e designs from the lefL.
g - 'g:é 5th ﬂagm the Srt% verhcal column. INTRODUCTION
(B8 g
c 13—4 {1):; " 159t*h v o /" The author invites in his suggestive and
[ D—1 1t . 2nd . " interesting little book, the attention’sf the public
g:% wa . " *;:ti " " . to a subject of great national importance. The
o ‘ g:; s " g&d " N organisers of every important movement in
_ D6 2d " 8d " India have alv:ays felt the need. of a symbel,
D—7 - 8rd " -l)itd " ” -emblematic, characteristic and “typical of India,
D—9 i » o 8sd "o calling forth the enthusiastic support and devo-
=1, 6’3; " y tion of her sons and daughters, an object of
g_—:z gnd  ,,  4th | N common worship, a standard rallying round it
E E—5 " " é’:ll]‘ » " the scattered forces of a vast Empire. It is true
-7 " . " ”" ' . . -
}é—_:g 8rd » 54th " " that the love of a National Flag is a sentiment of
E—8 ’ " (;:ﬁ " ” slow growth ; depende-nt on vur.ious circum-
. Lg—i) 4h b " stances, that the Union. Jack is respected
{F—z o 2[,85 " iy and cherished all over the British Empire,
I ¢ . R " and an attempt has been made to give the
I I - ah ) 5th " Viceroy of India a flag with the Star of India
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in its ‘centre, but there is no use disguising
from ourselves the fact that sufficient promi-
nence has not been given to India, that little
enthusiasm has so far been roused, and that

there is no flag truly emblematic and symbe-

lic of the best of India, and an attempt

should be made to devise a flag distinctly
Indian and representatwe and emphasising the
union of Gréat Britain, India, and the rest of the
Empire. The devices which Princess Sophia
Dhulep Singh who organised an Indian section
of the Flag Day in London for the benefit of the
‘War Fund had to adopt to.reprzsent an Indian
flag emphasise the need of immediate attention
to the subject, and' the prospect of an early
reconstruction of the Empire after the war
affords, ought to stimulate us to bestow thought
and care on it. The author wisely disclaims
fimality to any of the several schemes he pro-
poses and hisdanvitation for suggestions, it is to
be hoped, would be welcomed by all well-
wishers of the country, and an attempt would

be made to solve the problem with the assis-

tance of the Government of India. A research

13

into - the ancient .National Flags of India,whep
the whole or nearly. the whole “of the country.
acknowledged  the. Imperial sway of a _centra)
power, with a view to embody their distifictive
symbolism as far as possible, and continue the
best traditions of the past, can be undertaken
forthwith with advantage. The diamond
shaped star in the Government of India flag
may in a sense be accepted as the Vajra on
which the writer inthe Modern Review lays

- great stress, and a representation of the various

provinces and populations in the National Flag
somewhat on the lines of the United States of
America foreshadowing the trué federal basis

« on which the Empire, Indian as well as British,

can rest, has been happily conceived by the
author.

The use of ﬂags on ceremonial occasions
and for decoratxve purposes, recalling to mind

' the best traditions and glories of India should

be made universal as the anthor would have it ;

and the youth of the country should from their
infancy be taught to revere, cherish, respect,
and love their National Flag. The Indian
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National Congress, the AllIndia Muslim
League and other representative bodies in the

country may be expected to attempt 2
solution of this important and difficult problem

at an early date. /
- MADRAS, ]
15-11-1916.

B. N. SARMA.

A
NATIONAL FLAG FOR INDIA

v From my childhood 1 have had an inborn
fancy for flags. Lang ago wherrit so happend that

- I had to serve under a nobleman superintending

his agricultural operations, I had in my ardent
enthusiasm for 3 flag designed ong for my own
use as my ensign, and always hbisted it in the

. front of my hut in the midst of the fields from

which the villagers in the neighbourhood among
whom lived many of our farm labourers, easily
understood that I was at my head quarters
and were thus very regular in their attendance

“to their different duties. It was during these

days in 1907 that the idea of designing a flag
for the mother country strongly seized hold of
me first, and I began thinking over the subject
since then ; subsequently when I was one day

2 . -
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discussing the subject with a friend of mine who
is a teacher. in the N:tional College at Masuli-
patam, he drew my attention to an article pub-
lished on the same subject, in the Modern
Review for November 1909 in which a certain
writer R. S. suggested “Vajra' (the famous
weapon of God Indra) as a suitable emblem for
a National flag for India. The patriotic journal
printed in the sane issue, as a frontispiece, 2
coloured hlock of the suggested flag. With an
apology to the editor of the noble journal I have
. also reproduced the same elesewhere as flag
No. I{letter) in this book, and the article published
" in connection. with the same is also re-pro-
duced in the Appendix, for the information
of the public. After perusing the article in
question 1 came to the conclusion that the
design of Vajra would of course be a
suitable flag to this country provided the
entire population is Hindu; but, in this
country we' have according to the latest
Census :—

Hindoos

Musalmans

217,586,892
66,647,299

. 19
Buddhists 10,721,453
Christians 3,876,203
Sikhs 3,014,466
Jains 1,248,152 -
Parsees 100,096

© Jews 20,980

(These figures of course exclude a few
animistic and very minor .religions and a few
people not enumerated by any religion, who
would all probably come undet one or two of

“the sects mentioned above.)

The kind of flag we require
o L }

We require therefore a flag® which would

. command reverence from all our countrymen—

Hindu and Mahomadan, ‘Buddhist and Chris-
tian, Sikh and Jain, Parsee and Jew alike, like the
Union Jack of Great Britain which commands
the respect of the 'Englishman, the Scotchman,

+and the Irishman alike, though the people of

these three countries were and even are, diffe-
rent from one another in their language etc., at
the time they had the good fortyne to have a
common flag for them.
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How the Union Jack is Composed

The present Union Jack:- is made up of
three flags. “First of all there was the English
flag—ared cross on a white ground( + ),the banner
of St. George. Then there came the Scottish
banner of St. Andrew,( x )a white saltire—that is,
a cross the two halves of which run from corner
to corner on a blue ground ; then the Irish
banner of St. Patrik(x)this being ared saltire
on a white ground. Thus the union flag with
its ground work of blue, and its stripes of red
and white running down and across, and from
corner to corner, combine the three flags of
England, Scot!and and Ireland.”

In the same way whatever flag we design
for our mother-land should represent the difter-
ent communities in this country on the flag.
The Mahomadan and the Christian, the Hindu
and the Parsee, when he sees the flag  should
at ouce bow in reverence to it. It should

L -
not therefore contain the single object of wer-

ship of any one particular community. The

great Swami Vivekananda once said that, it is

thiough religion and religion alone, the people

21

Ot this country can once more hold aloft the

© torch of true civilisation to the world. If

there is anything which is very dear and near
to the people of India it is their religion. In
designing therefore a true national flag for
India, one cannot do better than giving a place
on the flag, to the religion of each of the eight im-
Portani communities in this country, with a sac- .
red object of worship of each of these religious

sects, in the centre of the colour alloted to it
“on the flag.

I have thercfore decided to allot
the seven colours of the rainbow in the heavens,

_to the seven religious sects in this sountry, with

a pure white space to the ]ams Thus all the

*eight above mentioned communities have yot

)

an the necessary colours..

Colours and Religions

(1) The yellow colour in each flag with the
Trident, *“ Sankhu” and ¢ Chakru n
represents the Hindus, »

(2) The red colour with the crescent in each
flag represents the Mahomedans.

{3) The orange colour represénts the Byd-
dhlStS
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(4) The Indigo colour with the cross repre-
sents the Christians.
(5) The Green colour represents the Sikhs.
'(6) The white portion of the flag represents
the Jains.
(7) The rose colour with the Sun, repre-
sents the Parsees.
(8) The blue colour represents the Jews.
In drawing out the flags I have made en-
deavours as far as possible to see that the space
alloted to each community on the flag, is pro-
portionate to the population of the com-
munity, and the order, in which these commu-
nities are represented on the flag is also
strictly in accordance with the figures of
population given above. 1 have also attempt-
ed to bring into one place all the flags
of a particular kind, in the sheet of designs
attached herewith, to make it easy for the
reader to study and compare each group
separately, but I regret very inuch for being un-
able to carry out this method as the block-

maker could” not undertake to alter the work

according to this idea which I had developed

23

only atalate hour. I may also add in this
connection that -in the midst of the colours
alloted to the Buddhist, Sikh, Jain and Jew
communities, no sacred mark or marks are
embodied and I request my brothren belong-
ing to these communities to generously inform
me by letters—as comments in the press may not,
always reach me properly—what mark or marks
can be appropriately inserted in the midst of their
respective colours, and also whether they like the

"particular colour alloted to them on the flag ; if

not what their suggestions are on the question
of colours. ] N
" Representation of Ppovin.ces on th
Flag :
After saying something about the seven
colours and the rcligious communities to
which they are alloted, I now turn to the ques-
tion of the representation of Provinces on. the

‘ flag which arc marked below the Union Jack in

each flag in the form of nineteen stars. (Two extra
stars found in the group are ‘drawn by oversight).
These 19 stars represent the ~most -impor-
tant 19 languages of lndia, - the areas over
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which they are spoken te being consider-
ed as different provinces for the purpose of clear
and easy representation on the flag, and Lord
Hardinge’s famous Despatch relating to the tor-
mation of linguistic provinces for administrative
purposes gives me sufficient encouragement to
follow this plan. In India we have about 22
. important languages. They are—

1 Hindi 12 Telugu
2 Bengali ' 13 Kanarese
3 Marathi - 14 Uria
4 Punjabi 15 Malayalam
5 Gujarathi 16 Baluchi
6 Sindhi 17 Pusthu
7 Kashmeeri 18 DBurmese
8 Nepalese " 19 Urdu
9 Assamese 20 English
10 Kachi 21 Arabic
11 Tamil 22 Persian

The last. mentioned four languages cannot
be considered as: languages representing
compact areas in the country. Emglish, Sanskrit,
Arabic, and Persian, are spoken by very few peo-
ple as mother tongues over any compact area,

25

2

and they are almost insignificantly sprinkled
over the countrv. Urdu is spoken'by a large
vumber of people, but, unfortunately it does not
confine itself to any particular area in the ‘whole
-country, and it is sprinkled all over the country
in such an impossible way as to make it
hopeless at any time, to form a separate province
of the territory, over which it is spoken.
While adopting the method of representing
language areas,as provinces on’our National Flag,

" I cannot do better than  giving you in the next

page the most ingenious scheme of language
delimitation cholked out for the first time, by my
esteemed friend and patriot f the Andhra

* country, Dr. B. Pattabhisitaramayya, B.A.,, M.B.

& ¢c. M, of Masulipatafn, * published by the
Home Rule League Organisation in New India
-of 13th September 1916.
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‘The flag of the United States of
: America .

Out of the flags of all nations only the flag
of the United States of America has a thorough
representation of all the Provinces (States), in the
form of stars in the left hand top corher of their
flag, instead of the Union Jack,—which was once
prominent in the place where the stars now
stand on it representing the different states, but
we loyal people of India will have the stars
representing our provinces, in addition to the
Union Jack,—instead of it _

A suitable, emblematic figrure in the
centre of each flag

In order to make the national flag impres-
sive, 1 have introduced an emblematic figure,
—some revered object quite Indian, in the centre
ot each flag. In addition to the colours repre-
senting the different religious communities in
this country, and stars representing linguistic
provinces, there are the figures of Lotus, Laxmi,
Sarasvati, Kali, Bheeshma, Hanuman, Vinayak,
the peagock, bows and arrows, the plough
which is the chief object of worship to the

o
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@

Indian Cultivator,', Mount Kailas, the Vajra or the
thunder-bolt of God Indra, etc.,- etc., at the
rate of one figure for the centre of each flag and
the reader is l1€ft to himself to find out which of
the 30 flags printed in the book bearing these
different emiblems, is the most suitable flag for
the whole of India—a flag that shall be revered
by the people embracing different religions in.
this country.

Flags for purposes of decoration

In this country which has thousands - of
objects deserving worship connected with
religion and otherwise, it is® very strange
that the people resort to the use of flags
*of foreign nations on occasions of national rejoic-
ing and festivity. It is certainly ieaningless
to hoist the flags of nations like Germany, or Aus-
tria, Bulgaria, or *Greece or any other European, .
American, or Asiatic Power, except England,
which rules over this countfy——on. all occasions
of rejoicing in India. There may be a few ex-
ceptional occasions on which the flags of all
powers may be made use of freely evem by

~
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Indians. In the European countries when one
power makes an important alliance with an-
other, or with a group of other powets, the people
of all the Countries concerned hoist the flags of
their new allies on the tops of their houses, on a
day fixed previously for such rejoicings. Even
here in India, when our sovereign makes an
important treaty or alliance, with any group of
foreign powers, we may on such occasions
decorate our houses treely with the flags of our
allies, but 1 seriously doubt the propriety of
~making use of the flags of foreign nations in
our national assemblies and on occasions of
national rejoicing and festivity. [ therefore

strongly urge on my countrymen to make first

a united selection of a common flag for the’

whole of India, if possible from the 30 printed
and coloured designs furnished in this book,
and then use the rest of the 29 flags printed
on the same sheet, together with the seventy
and odd extra flags suggested in another sheet

under the heading “List of emblematic figures
" not printed” freely for decoration. As point-
ed ‘out elsewhere, in this book these Hags cone

0
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taining the most, subime national emblems
in the centre of each of them will serve as
great object lessons in nationalism to our chil-
dren, and, decorations with these national - flags,
help them greatly in becoming genuine patriots.
A National Flag Day every year

Our countrymen had forgotten long ago
how to worship a national flag. It is therefore
highly necessary that on a particular day in the.
year—preferably during the Dasraor Puja holi-
days—the anniversary of the National flag, i< held

in a solemn and grand procession in every

town and village of India and the people
educated on its great nationd) importance.

. Regular worship of it must go on in every nook

and corner of the country, and even uneducat-
ed people must be taught how to adore it.
They must be told that when their flag is in-
sulted by anybody they must know that
their nation, their religion, and their language,.
is insulted, and their duty ig therefore to guard
it with all their-honor and’power. ['he impor-
tance of such an anniversary can vell be judg- -~
ed from the following remarks; in that patriotic

.
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journal, New India. Commenting on the im-
portance of -a Home Rule Day, the noble jour-

nal observed that * Anniversaries stir men's

hearts, and form: a bond of union, and they
serve as milestones on the path of progress”.
Verily these remarks do. equally apply also for
the suggested « National Flag Day for India "
every year, and I request my countrymen to
seriously consider over this subject.

The highest honor to an Indian

In India the highest honor that lies in the
power of the people to confer on any worthy
gentleman is to elect him as the President of
their great national assembly, the unofficial
parliament of their nation—the Indian National
Congress. As decorations for meritorious
services arc often created by the Kings,
like the Kaser-i-Hind medal of the Gov-
ernment in this country, and the ¢ Legion
of honor ” created by the great Napoleon Bona-
parte, I do suggest that a new, honor to
be conferred on aiy Indian who does some
noble service. to his mother-land may be
created by the Indian National Congress.
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Let the highest honor from  his people
for an Indian living, be the preséntation, by

. the great unofficial parliament of his nation—

the Indian Natipnal Congress—of a “silken
national Hlag of India, his name being written in
letters of gold on the flag. and the nature of the
service for which this noblest present is made ;
and let the greatest honor that can be conferred
by the people on any departed patriot be to
have his body wrapped up 1n the National flag of

India, just as the dead bodies of the greatest

Generals of England are covered with the Union
Jack Oh! what.else can be moraglorious than
the receipt of a present of the ffag of one’s own
country from the greatest representative as-
sembly of his or her ow}l.countr_v? And the
national flag covering their bodies after they pass
away from this world ? I'he people of Britain

" alone should appreciate and understand the full

significance  of such an honqur. During
the great «~Coronation Rrocession of His
Majesty King George V.at \hsuhpatam in 1911,
a British Sergeant connected with the’ pohce

torce at that place came runnmg, to me on see-
‘\3 N
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ing a big and beautilul Union Jack in my hands,
‘and begged me to allow him to kiss it, and
when I allowed him to do so he danced with the
flag irjoy. That is the amount of love a Britisher
has for the Union Jack, and even uneducated
Indians from the masses should be brought
to such a level in loving the flag of their own
country, and this can be only done at the pre-
sent stage by educating them on the sacredness
of the flag.* If at wil there 1s anv simple remedy
for the “disunion in this country, it 1s a common
National flag. It is therefore the duty - of every
educated man in India who knows the meaning
of the saying < Union is strength” to
teach the people how to worsuip this divine

object.

j A request to the Congress and other
National Assemblies

The Presidents of the Indian National
Congress, and the All-India Muslim-League, and
the Members of the “All-india Congress Com-
mittee, and the Council of the All-India Mus-
lim League, aud the Home Rule League for
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India, are requested tl;erefore to make every
endeavour to select and approve 'a common
flag for the nation from the attached designs,
or make a fre.sh‘ﬂag suited to the require-
ments of the country and unfurl it this year in
their respective great assemblies, moving a reso-
lution on the birth of a National flag for the whole
country. Asacominon national flag strengthens
the bonds of union between the various com.
munities in this country ind s&rves as a

common Idol to be worshipped by the Hindu, the

Mahamadan, the Christian, and the Parsee alike,
and highly impresses the idea, of a united
nationality on the people, the author prays that
1o time should be lost by these great assemblies
to declare such a common object of worship 1n
the form of a national flag for the whole country.
For this purpose,“and for the purpose of framing
the necessary rules for the use of the flag by
the people, a special committee consisting of
‘he citizens . of the various provinces and reli-
gions; may by appointed thi$ year by the ensuing
National Congress, the All-Iadia Muslim
League, and the Home Rule League. '

3
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Self-Government within the Empire

In desigrting each flag suggested in this little
publication, I have ‘taken particular care to see
that each one of them represents our lawful and
very reasonable ideal of Self-Government within
the empire. The self-governing colonies of
Australia and Canada have their own flags with
the Union Jack in the top—in the left corner, and
I have followed the same principle throughout
in all my flags in gelecting a national flag for the
country as a common object of worship in con-
junction with the Goveinment if "necessary.
It is true that at present India does not possess
a Self-Government on the colonial basis like
Australia or Cannada but, there is absolutcly no
barm in having a sublime ideal of Selt-Govern-
ment within the empire with a separate tlag like
the rest self-governing colonies. The uced for
an early action is necessary. It takes some time
to-educate the common people on an ideal like
this, and we commence the work now, not by
teaching them in mere words, but by practically
demonstrating to them in the shape of a loyal and
sacred flag, the glorious ideal which we cherish.
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An attempt has been made by the Government
%o represent India by the inclusiop of the star
of India in the union jack but, it is not truly
symbolic of Indna_and has nct appealed to the
Indian sentiment, and a-way should be devised
for a more complete representation of Indiain
a mannar appealing to and rousing the enthusi-
astic support of the people.
~ A Religious Flag

{ Here in India we worship our sovereign

‘as a part_of the sacred person of Vishnu.

‘To us he is not a political head of the
people. He is @ divine being. dn the same
way, to us people who walk according to reli-

" gion, who eat according to religion, who think

according to religion, and who act according to
religion, there can be no such thing as a political
flag separate from,a religious flag.  Our country
is the Mother of all religions. Our flag in fact
represents all our religions. Anybody, there-
fore, who tries to insult our flag by whatever
method it may be, insults our religions apd our
divine emblems that are represented thereon.
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J TO THE MOTHERLAND

(By Mgs. Sorosni Naipu.)

- Waker. | O Mother ! thy children implore thee !

We kneel in thy presence to serve and adore thee !

The night is aflush with the dream of the morrow.

Why still dost thou sleep in thy bondage of sorrow ?

Oh waken, and sever the woes that enthral us,

And hallow our hand for the trinmphs that call us.

Are we not thine, O Beloved, to inherit

The purpose und price and the power of thy spirit ?
Ne’er shall we fail thee, forsake thee or falter.

Whose hearts are thy honte and thy shield and thine

altar

Lo ! we would thrill the high stars with thy story,
And'see Thee agaih in the forefront of glory. .
Mother, the flowers of our worship have crowned Thee
Mother, the flame of our hope shall surround Thee !
Mother, the sword of our love shall detend Thee !
Mother, the song of our faith shall attend Thee !

Our deathless devotion and strength shall avail Thee !
Heuarken, O Quecn and O Goddess, we hail Thee !

God save the National Flag for India !
Long live thé National Flag of India 'l
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J List of emblematic figures not prin-
ted, but suggested to be fieely made
use of in making flags for decorative
purposes on . occasions of nation U
rejoicing and festivity. -

The reader is requested to also bear 1n
mind the following objects while discussing the
question of a suitable emblematic fizure in the.
centre of each flag in the different varieties of
flags described in this book for fise in this

* country, either for decorative purposes on occa-

sions of national rejoicing and festivity, or, while
considering the most important question of one
common {lag for the whole courtry.

From the following list those that are mark-
ed* are already printed in- the 30 illustrations
given in this bok, and as the co-st' 9f print-
ing all the rest would be prohibitive, th'e
names of the rest of the suitable emblems s
given below, trom wirich readers may, \Vhl].c sen-
gestions, frecly comsider the claim of

ding sug :
The design of the throne of

each emblem.’ ‘ ;
Krishna Deva Radya, or of his. banner or the
figures of the Royal thrones etc., of any of the
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past Andhra Kings, amidst any.flag of the Bor D -

series of flags_in this book would form a quite
suitable sub-flag for the Andhras, and similar
sub-flags with the desigus of the thrones etc., of
their great past kings can be suitable -sub-flags
for the other sub-nations in the country.

1*Lotus,

2*Trident.

3*The “Sankh"” and
*Chakra® of ‘Vish-

nu.

4*The Sun.

5*The Moon with Stars.

6*The Cross. *

*The bows and

“

arrows.

§*Sword.

9*Plough of the Agri-
culturists.

10*The Peacock.

11*Krishna killing
Kamsa. '

12*Kali,

13*Omkar,

14*Mount Kailas with
the Indus.

15*Bheeshma.

16* Lord Buddha.

17*Abhimanya.

18*Elephant.

19 Degr. -

20*Vajra, the weapon
of Indra.

¢1 Hanuman.

22 The kite with
white head.

23 Garuda-Vahan with
Vishnu riding on it.

24*Sarasvati, the God-
dess of Learning.

25*Laxmi,the Goddess
of Wealth.

the

»

26 Rukmani or Satya-
bhama.

27 Parvati.

28 Vinayak.

29 A Mango bunch.

30 The swan.

31 The Gigantic Bani-
yan tree of India.

32*Cow (or horse).
33 Sugar-cane.
34 Betelvine.

© 35*Plantain tree with

bunchr and shoots.

36 Palmyia, the pecu-
liar palm of India.

37 The Cocounut tree
with bunches.

38 Vamana.

39 Sree Rama. ]

40 Krishha  fighting
Narakasura. *

41 Narasimha,

42 Parasurama
his axe.

with

41

45
46
47
48

49
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69
61
62
63
64

Karna.
Dharmaraj.
Arjoon,
Bheema with
cther brothers.
Drona.
Laxmana.
Seeta.
Harischandra,
Sivajee. |
Rammohan.
Dayanand.
Sankara.
Vishnuc.
Sankaracharya.

his

Ramanuja.
Ma.ihva.

Christ.

Mahomad.

Prithvi Raj.
Akbar, and his flag,

or Taj Mahal, Pea-
cock ' throne, or
.~ Kohinoor.

43 Queen Ahaiya Bhai.65 The Basil tree.
44 Rama fighting Rava-66 The Sun and.the

na.

Moon with stars,
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in the centye of a the Mahamodan
flag, to- represent communitics ot the
the past Soorya and present time,
Chondra Vamsas, 67 The rainbow.

or, the Hindu and 68 The Peepul tree.

69. The figures of all the principal heroes
and thenr flags from the Mahzbarata, the Rama-
yana and the Bhagavata and the greatest Kings
of India and their flags who have worthily and
historicallv. served their mother-land  during
modern times, and the flags of our religious heads
like Sankaracharya, may be given. a place in
the centre of each flag and uvsed for decorative
purposes (or 2ven for a combined National
Flag)—on all festive occasions in this country,
instead of hoisting flags of foreign nations that
have no connection whatever with us, This will

H

be a great ¢ object lesson” to our children
and it helps them in becoming genuine patriots.

Fellow countrymen ! T thercfore implore
thee to resori to the use of national flags as
much as possible instead of unnecessanly
giving room to foreign flags to decorate your
houses " and halls— especially  halls where all
your national assemblies meet
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Descpription of flags*
" Group A. .

Figure .1—1. | The yellow colour in the first quarter
with the Lotus and the Trident represents the Hindoos.

) The green colour to the right-of it with the mark of the

Crescent represents the Mabomadans.  The Indigo colour
with the cross in it represents the Christians. The rose
colour with the Sun represents the Parsees.  The Union
Jack in the top left corner represents the over-lordship of .
Great Britain, and the stars below it repxesult the provin-
ces according to language areas. ’

Figure A—2. In order to make the flag as simple as
possiblc the imarks of the lotus with the trident, the cres-
cent, the Cross, and the Sun, are left off.  Therefore figure
A-2is only a simplet form of figure A1

‘ Grour B.

Figure B—1. The yellow colour on the top with
“ Sankhu " and ¢ Chakramm” with the * Trident” in
the middle represents the Hindoos. The red colour below
it with the crescent represents the Mahomadans. The
Indigo colour below 1t with the cress represents the Chris-
tians.  The rose colour below 1t with the mark of the Sun
represents the Parsees.  Whereas the Umton  Jack repre-
sents the British over-lordship, andthe *stars represent the
provinces according to langu;wes.

-

* To find ont easily the requmd flag in tPe sheet of de-”_n\
without ¢onfusion, please consult the h’t ol llluslratmns given at
the heglnmm\ ol the book.
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(Figures B-1 and B-2, and 4-1 and 4-2, are prepared
taking into mnsnderatxon only the most important four
. religious sects in"India—the Hindu, Mahamadan. Chris-'
tian and Parsee—on the assumption that the rest of the-

religions only precipitated through these four alone.)

Figure B—2. The yellow canton with the Trident"

represents the Hindoos. The red coloured portion with the
crescent represents the Mahomadans. The Indigo colour
with the cross in the left hand corner below, represents the

Christians. The rose colour with the Sun in the centre,

represents the Parsees.  Finally there is the ¢ Lotus” the
sacred flower of India in the middle of the four blocks, as
the common emblem for the whole country. The Union
Jack represents the British over-lordship, and the stars
below it represent the provinces according to languages.

Figure B—S8. Thisis one of the nfost interesting flags
suggested in this book. This flag represents in a very libe-
ral way alimost all the 1mp9rtant religious sects, and their
languages. India must in course of time be ruled on
the principle of * Linguistic areas”. The nineteen impor-
tant languages represented in the form of stars on a green
ground in the left hand corner below the Union Jack
should be considered in this flag, as 19 Lingﬁistic provin-
ces,in the same way the different States in the United States
of America are represented by stars on the flag of that
country. Whenever a fresh linguistic province is formed
other than the 19 provinces marked as stars above, a fresh
star shall be adde4 to the already existing ones like fresh
States in the United Seates of America,

- and * Chakram,

crescent represents the Mahomadans.

. 45
Now as regérds the rcpre:aenution of the most impor-

- tant religious sects in.this country on this grdup of flags:—

1. The Yellow colour in the top with the * Sankhu”
and the * Trident” represents the
Hindoos. .

2. The Red colour with the crescent in the next

' canton represents the Mohamodans.

8. The Oriange colour represents the Buddhists.
4. The Indigo colour with the Cross in it repre-.
sents the Christians. ’
5. The Green, colour: represents the Sikhs.
6. The Whité colotr fepresents the Jains.
7. .The Rose colour with ,the mark of the rising Sun

represents the ‘Parsees.

8. The Blue colour represents the few Jews in this
Lountly .

"The stars represent the provinces according to
" languages.

In the centre of -the flag stmtds “Lotus” the sacred
flower of India, and in the left hand top corner there is the
Union Jack representing the unquestxonable overlordshxp
of Great Britain. ®

Figure B—4. This is the most important figure of not
only the B Group, but of all the 80 designs given in this.
book. It is the simplest and can be ntost readily under-
stood. The first canton in yelldWw colour in it with the
“Sankhu”, “Trident” and * Chakram), repres¢nts the
Hindoos. The second canton if red colour with-the
° . The "third cantop

3
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/in orange colour represents the Buddhists. The fourth
<anton in indigo colour with the cross represents the Chiris-
tians. The fifth canton in green colour represents the
Sikhs. The sixth canton in white represents the Jains.
The seventh canton in rose colour with the Sun represents
the Parsees. The eighth canton in blue colonr represents
the Jews in this country. The lotus in the centre of the
flag is a simple and suitable emblem. The stars represent
the 19 provinces of India on the’ language basis and the
Union Jack in the top represents our allegiance to Britain.
There are absolutely no complications in this flag and the
idea of representing the cight sub-nations of India by the
seven colours of the rainbow in the heavens, with the
addition of a white strip of space to the Jains is casily
carried out in this flag and the author therefore recom-
mends it to the"special consideration of his readers.

The author further requests his  fellow country-
men, particularly the Parsees, the Sikhs, the Jains, the
Budhists, and the Jewsto kindly let him know if the
colours alloted to their respective communities are ap-
propriate, and if they like to have any particular sacred
mark or marks representing theiy sect inserted in the
middle of the colour alloted to them, like the crescent of
the Mahomedans, the Sun of the Parsees, the Cross of the
Christians and the Trident etc., of the Hindoos; and if so,
what sacred mark representative of their particular sect,
they propose to be inserted in the centre of the coloug
alloted to them, and anv other particulars. All such kindly
suggestions will be miost thankfully received.
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Grour C. _ :

Figure—C. This a very simple flag. On a yellow
ground there is the “Mother Earth” painted in a blue colour
in the centre of which a Trident is fixed. In the northern half
of the blue ground there are * Sankhu” and * Chakram ”
representing the Hindoos, and, in the lower half, the
crescent representing the Mahomadans, and the rising Sun
representing the Parsees; whereas the whole red
cross that runs through the blue ground, is to re-
present Christians. Thus the four most important -
religious sects in India are represented with the Union
Jack at the left hand top corner rep;'esentin.g the British

‘overlordship, and the 19 stars representing the provinces

on the language basis.
Group D J(or the Eight-Squares Group).
- Figure D—1. This group consists® of nine figures

- (figures D—1 to D—9). The eight squares with eight

different colours represent the eight important religious
sects of India viz.—

The yellow square adjoining the Union Jack repre-
sents the Hindoos.

The red square represents the Mohamadans.

The orange square represents the Buddhists.

The Indigo square (with the Cr(.m)3 represents the
Christians. . o

The green square represents the Sikhs. <,

The white square represents the Jaits. .

The rose square (with the Sun) represents the Par sees.

- N
bl
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~ The blue square represents the Jews'and the time honor-
ed ** Bows and arrows and the sword ” in the centre of the
whole flag as its enblem. The Union Jack as usual isin the
left hand corner representing the British overlordship and .
the stars represent the 19 provinces on the language basis. .

Figure D—2. This is the same as figure D-1 except in
the centre of the flag the sacred plough which is an object
of reverence to nearly 85 p. c. of population in this-
country is inserted as an emblem.

Figure D—8. This is the same as figure D-2 but with
a peacock—the most beautiful bird of India in the centre
as emblem.

. Figure D—4. This is the same as figure D-3, but with
Sree Krishna fighting down Kamsa as its emblem.

Figure D—5. This is the same as figure D-4 but with
lotus the sacred-flower of India in the ‘centre as its emeblem.

Figure D—¢6. This is the same as D-5 but with * Kali
the Mother” in the centre.

Figure D—7. 'Chis is the same as -6 but with
“Omkar” representing the ** Brahma ™, * Vishnu” and"
# Mahesvara” as its emblem.

Figure D—R. This is the same as D-7 but with
“Saraswati” the Goddess of Learning in the centre.

-Figure D—9. This is the same as D-8 but with -

“ Laxmi” the Gorldess of Prosperity in the centre.

N. B. The sacred marks of the Crescent, the Sun, the
Cross, aad the Trident, representing the Mahomadans, the -
Parsees, the Christians and the Hindoos respectively are
inserted in the centré of the respective squares alloted to

9

the four sects named.above ih figares D-3, D-4; and D-7.
The readers are requested to kindly inform the -author if .
they think it necessary to continue the same procedure
inall the 9 figurgs of this group, and also to suggest

" suitable sacred marks for the rest of the four squares

representing the Sikhs, the Buddhists, and the Jains, and

the Jews,

Group E. :
(The rainbow spectrum or * Circle " Group.)
In this group the eight colours representing the eight.
important sub-pations of this country are drawn in the
form of a. cir¢le, or, a spectrum of the rainbéw. The yellow

- colour in the north-east of each figure, in this group is the ,
"colour representing the Hindoos, and the red colour next

in order, represents the Mahomadans ; thelorange colour
next, represents thé Buddhists ; the incligb colout next, re-
presents the Christians ; the green colour next, represents
the Sikhs; the white Canton next, to it represents the Jains;
the rose colour next, represents the Parsees ; and the last
blue colour, represents the few Jews living in this country ;
The Union Jack in the corner denotes the British overlord-
ship, and the stars beJow it represent the 19 provinces is.
this country on the basis of language. In the centre of

" each flag of this group also there is an emblem.

Figure E—1. Contains the eight, jcolours represent-
ing the 8 sub-natigns in this country, as described above—
the yellow colour in the north-east of the circle being the
first Canton representing the Hindoos, tie red!colour next,
representing the Mahomadans; afid the: colours after

4 o .



that ropeesant * e Buddhists, Christians, 8ikhs, Jains,
Parsees, and Jews respectively, in order, with the sacred
emblem of Mount Kailas in the centre of the flag with
the Sun and the Moon on the right and left sides of the
sacred mountain ‘which stands with the Trident fixed on
its head, to show that it is the mountain of the Great Siva.
“The sacred Ganges also may be drawn across the hills to
make the appearance of the Hag at' once sacred and
sublime.

The Union Jack represents our allegiance to the Crown,
and, the stars below it, represent the provinces as stated
before, on language basis.

Figure E—~2. The same as above, but, showing the

great warrior ** Bheeshma ” on a bed of arrows as emblem

in the centre of the flag.

Figure E—3. The same as abuve, but, with the
great Lord Buddha in the centre as emblem.

Figure E—4. The same as above, but, with the
sacred lotus in the centre as an emblem.

Figure E—5. The siume as above, but, with the
valorous **Abhimanya "——the boy hero of the Maba-
bharata—breaking chariots by the skill of his bows and
arrows in thé midst of the Great Battle—as emblem in the
centre of the flag.

Figure E—6. The samc as above, but, with an
Elephant as emblem in the centre of the flag.

Figuve E—~7. The same as above, but, with the
emblem of Vajra—the Weapon of God Indra—with the
Sun, Moon and Stars in the comers. (This Vajrayudha 18

28U
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Slightly different trom the Vajm given' iy lhil Modeérn
R‘”‘m in 1’09) .. . ¢« -

" Figure E—8. The same as above, " but, with the
graceful plantain tree with bunch, flower and shoots au
‘emblem in the centre of the flag.

Fipure —9 . The same as above, but, w:th the sacred
cow as emblem in the centre of the tlag. (I think a flag of
one of these varieties with horse as emblem in the centre
of it may meet with the approval of all communities in
the country. I have also suggested elsewhere the designs-
of Taj Mahal, Peacock Throne, and Kohinoor, or, the
deslgns of the Thrones of any of the past great kings of

* India, or, their coat of arms,~if such designs are available .

as suitable emblems amidst flags).

. Grour F. (Lolus Groupj,

Figure F—1. This is also one of the snm;ﬂ&t of
desxgns drawn for the consideration of the public. In this
a lotus is drawn on a yellow ground. The centre of the
lotus is divided into four Cantons. In the first Canton
from the right there is the * Trident” representing Hin-
doos. In the second Ganton to the left there is the crescent
representing the Mahomadans. The Sun and the Cross in
the remaining two cantons represent the Parsees and the
Christians. ‘The Union jack - ents &n allegiance ‘to
the Crown, and, the st3 ) A i
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the rest of the religions are only derived fromthe above

. meaﬁonedfour

ngwcF—S.ThxsmhenmeasFigureF 1, withthe
exoephon that there are no distinct cantons, and, the
emblems of the four religions ziz., the * Trident”, the Sun,
the Croes and the Crescent, are all placed side by side in
the centre of the lotus. The extra stars found round the
Moon are only drawn by the artist to show a real Moon
dyring the night syrrounded by the stars.

Grour G, ..

Figure—G. Flag G is the only flag in thls group, and
this isalso one of the simplest of flags in the book.
The Trident in the cenfre of the .flag represents
the Hindoos. The Crossin the blue groudd represents
the Christians, The Sun to the right, represents the Par-
sees, and, the Crecent to the left, the Mahomadans. The
Union Jack and the stars in the top represent our
allegiance to the Crown, and the linguistic provinces
respectively,

Group H.

Figure—H. This is the flag of the Government of
India at present. A star in the centre of the Union Jack
with a Crown is the whole composition of the Government
flag for India.

Ggour L.
Figure—I- This is the design of the “Vajra” pub-
lished in tue Modesn Review for November 1909 with an
article under the heading *“ A National Flag for India”.
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'ﬂparﬁclea]aoxsrepublnhed in the Appendix to thk
k for the information of the reader. .* -

I have now placed before the public, briefly, all
that T can say on ¢his patriotic subject at this stage, and,
-eagerly await the suggestions and the decision of the.
people on this most important national requisite—a
National Flag. May the All-Merciful Providence inspire
the people strongly with this sublime idea, and, may the
glorious flag of all religions, representing all the languages,
and, peoples of India, flitterat once in the breeze, are’
my prayers.



APPENDIX

I'append a.few brief articles of general inte:
Test on the subject of “ National Flags ” from
different publications which may be of use to
the reader while studying the question of a

National Flag for India:— .

1. Modeyn Heview for November 1909.
THE VAIRA AS A NATIONAL FLAG.
(See flag 1 in the 80 coloured designs prinied.)

The question of the invention of a flag for India is
beginning to be discussed in the press. Those who con-

template the desirability of such a symbol, however, seem
to be unaware that already a great many people have

taken up, and are using, the ancient Indian Vajyra or

Thunderbolt, in  this way. When we look at all what a
national banner mezns, we see the utter impossibility of
manufacturing or devising such an emblem. It can only
grow up out of the heart and history of a people. A trade-
mark, a custom-house seal, or a signalling pennant, may
be arranged, imposed, .prescribed,” but a banner, with its
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menace and its rallying-cry, a bamer, with its benibdes
and call to sacrifice, must be born within the, soul of the
nation, and call up a passion that none butside the Guar-
dian-race can understand. For this reason, it seems worth-
while to recapitulate briefly the history and significance of
the Vajra as an emblem of fationality. For, while this
symbolism cannot be imparted piecemeal to those out-side

* the circle of its enthusiasm, it can and must be handed on:

from generation to generation, and province to province.
In matters of warship, the mystic lore can only be analysed.
and explained to those who are already being initiated and:
to them, must be ; 90 also  hére we dare not leave our

'_tradition in any half.light of uncertainty, lest our children

should grow ‘up in vagueness a8 to the sign of their unit
and common honour, .

Throughout the period before the Christian Era, the

“Thunderbolt as a symbol, was of cosmopolitan importance.

Amongst Greeks and Romans: the Eagle of Zeus carried
it in his claws.- For the Romane it was a military sign,
and a device in perpetual use. It was one of the favourite
designs stamped on the little earthen lamps that the
housewife broughtc home from _the bazaar. Anpother
was the locust; both evidently symbolising the dest-
ructive power of fi. Zeus amongst{\)the. Greeks, and
Jupiter amongst the Romans, was othe wielder-of the
thunderbolt. And similarly, ir*India, amongst the Aryan
taces, Indra was the God of the ’I'hunderbe')‘lt. It was
natural €nough /that this showld be so. Tidal waves,
carthquakes, volcanic eruptions, waterspeuts, .floods, are.:
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all forms of violence that act from below. Ounly rain and
Nghtning come from above, and of, the two lightning
is hurled from the ‘remoter height, mysterious, momentary,
©f a deadly definiteness and certainty of aim, in good sootli.
the sword of the sky. Farther, to be accounted for on no
other terms. Dangerous and wrapped in terror as is the.
carthquake, it cannot be compared with the thunderbolt
in distinctness of form, and in poetry, or, above either of
these qualities, in discriminativeness of action, Obviously,
to ages whose divinities were at bottom personifications
of the forces of nature, it was inevitable that Power
Almighty, Cosmic, Infinite, @hould appear armed with
the one weapon of heavenly destructiveness—the thunder-
bolt. Jupiter, Zeus, and Indra, armed with the Vajra,
speak for themselves of the past antiquity of the concep-
tion, coming, as it does, out of an age When the civilisa-
tion of man was one, and continents had not yet attained
ethnological distinctness.

The habits of thought of these pre-Buddhistic ages
are revealed to us in the sculptures and bas-reliefs of
the Buddhist period itself. Again, the characteristic
ideas of the Buddhistic centuries find expression in the
beginning of the Mahabharata. A new era always opens
with a re-statement in sometorm or, other of the convic-
tions of the old. Hence, as Grunwedel points out, in the
early delineations of Buddha, Indra is, always seen as
His supreme worshipper, with the thunderbolt in his
hand.". S

We have here an instance of the way in which the
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Indian genius renderssdynamié and spicitual - what would

‘wemain in the hands of other races merelx, static and

aterial. Already, two hundred and fifty years bef?te-
the crowningof the first Roman. Emperor, the Indian

. people are dreaming, of One without miraculous mani-

festation of any sort; yet.so gréat within that to Him the
highest powers of nature are to be subordinate. A.ll
things—even the gods—are put under His feet. Yet He is
only the man who has attained. We cannot wonder that
the Thunderbolt becomes the symbol of Buddha. In th.e ‘
sculptures of our period—after the formaho? of the Kutil
script—we find it borné on a Sort of shicld, at the foot of

' the panel.  Again, it becames specially identified with

“one of the Bddhisattvas, and he is known as Vajrapani,—
a great power, yet to be incarnmated, armed \v_:th\thc
thunderbolt. In Thibet and in Burma, the thunderbolt

stands for Buddha Himself, a fact that one finds

abundantly illustrated at Boodh Gaya. The. ’l.‘hxbe‘
tan Lama does his puja, holding a miniature Vajra in the
left hand. Above all, the famous diamond-throne of the -
Buddhist world is found, at the same shrine, to be a cir-
cular stone, deeply enigraved with a circle of Vajras and
ornamental designs, and known as the Vajra-Asana, or
underbolt Seat. - A
™ Do we desire to fill in the hiatus hete.. to understand
the innermost significance of this*identification ? Why was
Buddha the Thunderbolt ? To this question the Mahabha-
rata as we now have it, gives us the answer. . f\t the open-
ing of the Mahabharata, it would be impdssible to exag-



gemate the importance  attributed to the Thunderbolt.
“ Wherever here is glory, or honour, or purity, great
wiadom, or great sanctity, or great energy, know. that to:
be a fragment of the Thunderbolt.” But.the secrel of this is-
a different matter. The gods, it is sgid, were looking for a
divine weapon, that is to say, for tke divine weapon, par
excellence—and they were told that only if they could find:
a man willing to give his own bones for the substance of
it, could the Invincible Sword be forged. Whereupon they
-trooped up to the riski Dadhichi and asked for his bones for
the purpose. The request sounded like mockery. A man
would give all bu! his own life-breath, assuredly, for a great
end, but who, even to furnish forth a weapon for Indra,
would hand over his body iftself ? To the rik Dadhichi,.
however, this was no insuperable height of sacrifice. Smil-
ingly he listened, smilingly he answered, and in that very
moment laid himself down to die—yielding at a word
the very utmost demand of humanity.

Here, then, we have the significance of the I'ajra. The
Selfless Man is the Thunderbolt. Let us strive ouly for
selflessness and we become the weapon in the hands of
the gods. Not for usto ask how. - Not for us to plan
methods. For us, it is only to lay ourselves down at the
altarfoot. The gods do the rest. The divine carries us.
It is not the thunderbolt. that is invincible, but the hand
that hurlsit. Mother ! Mother ! take away from us this
self ! Let'nat fame or. gain or pleasure have dominion over

us | Be Thou the sunlight, we the dew dissolving in its

heat.
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_ The Thunderbolt did not' cease to have a history,
with the closing of the Buddhist pericés In India,
it probably gave birth to the ¢risul of Siva, and it remains
to this day the weapon placed in the lowest of the right
hands of Durga, in the autumn puja. In Europe, it is quite
possible that, through Byzantium, it has determined the
form, of the sovereign crown. Bul undoubtedly as a weap-
on it has grown less dynamic in form, with the progress of
time. Nothing could better show the superiority of the
ludian mind in decorative instinct, than a comparison of
the classical thunderbolt of Europe with that of India.
The Roman thunderbolt is a specimen of crude realism ;

‘the Indian, from the beginning, is graceful and replete

with poetry. ‘In its' Bodh-Gaya fotm, as 1t appears on the
Vajra-Asana, the meamng has become clear—‘the "spear
concealed in the flower of the lightning, (,If’ s ﬂns wonder-
ful phonetic quality that gives the symbol its peculiar
appropriateness for a national flag. For, above all things,
a banner must have phonetic pdwer. Whole nations are
proud to be its bodyguard. Instinctively must they trans-
late its crimson into struggle for it, its gold into promised
victory, its white into-the purity and passion of their own
love for land and race. ** Red as our love for thee, green
as our hope for thee, white as our faith- in thee " sang
Swinburne, to the Italian Flag, with dts red, white and
green. But meanings like these tannot be learnt. They
mast spring up spontaneously, self-prompted bY the first
glance at the waving scarf, the first grip of the hand upon
its staff. The eagles of Rome, or of. Napolebn, the slewr-

N s



de-lys of medisval France, the stars and stripes of thé:
American Séates,—what a spell these cast, by their very:
names upon the hearts of men ! This is the secret appeal
of the standard to its chosen souls. This is the . call that
- stirs their blood to the madness of devotion, the spirituaf
reveille—Awake | Awake I—that could not be resisted if we
would, that must be followed, whenever and wherever it
may lead.

Baut the future is never exactly as the past. And the
- new symbol cannot be even as the old. Hence the
Thunderbolt of present day use is crossed. That is to
say, it is multiplied in power, as befits the aspiration that
isnot of a great man here and.there, but of every soul in
a vast nation, at the same time. Itis Indla," in all her
millions, not a few Indian saints or prophets, who is called
to-day to attain Se|flessness. - India, in' the might of her
brotherhood, India in her unity, India in the cohesion of
.a single body, bhas to go down, down, !down, into the
-depths, in order to .climb the mountains of perfect
strength and gaze upon the Promised Land.

It is for this that the Thunderbolt is multiplied, that
it may be the symbol, not of a herc, but of a unation of
beroes. With the same idea, also, of expressing in the
national emblem the unity of India, many people use the
lotus for the reverse of the flag. Very few prohably
know the beautiful old map of Varaha-Mihira (about A. D.
550) inwhich Indiais represented as an eight-petaled
lotus, where Panchala ir the centre, and Magadha, Ka-
linga, Avanta, Amarta, Sindhu, Harhama, Madra, and

Kulinda form the cight potial. India as the lotus, the-
Jotus lying on the Ocgan, or. India a8 Uma psagtising aus-
terities to be the bride of Mahadeva,—it is difficult, some-’
times, tq believe that our old poets did not directly and
deliberately idealise. their country !

When we think ' of all that a national banner repre-
sents, we cannot wonder that the standards were the
only things, contained in the chapel of the Praeterium,
in Roman times. We feel their sacredness, alike in war
and peace. We thrill to the thought of the shot-riddled -
flags brought home £rom. Eumpm hattle-fields and hung
beside the altar, in .and cathadrals. * To a people
who understand their own n_athnahty, no other guerdon.
¢an be half soprecious. For a banner is at once a benison-
and a menace, a consecration and a rallying cry. Itisas-
an altar, at whose fodt, whether for asgaﬁlt or defence,. .
men’s lives are freely offered up. Generations come and
go. New combinations arrive and vanish, but that for
which the.national symbol stands—that ineffable union of
jana-desha-dharma for which every people fights—remains -
for ever, simple and steadfast as Eternity, mirrored in the
fugitive minds of its myriad worahip‘)em.
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The Flags of all Natlo’ha.
(From the Childyen's Bucydopwdw)

“ Somewhere in his pockets a man carries a gase con-
taining cards bearing his name and.address. If he wishes to-
be known, he presents one of his cards to the*person whom



he meets. That wldako‘hlm kndwn - tb anybodywlﬂ
can read. Butyears qnd years ago that card would oot hawl
‘served this purpose. Great lords and ladies even in Englam!
could not read. TFhey wanted signs, just as little childred
do to-day. When knights rode fotth to battle, they wort
cloaks over their armour, or carried pennons upon theit
lances, bearing their devices. .
. Nations are recognised by thelr Hags just as the"
knights of old used to be. Tocarry a sign asa means
of identification is a very oldidea. The Ilsraclites had
their sacred standards ; the Egyptians had their fanike
arrangement 'of feathers, borne on the top of spears, show-
ing pictures of their gods and sacred animals. It was
neceseary that these signs should be borne, 6o that * Troops
. in ballle would recogrise the jiag of their friends, and rally
lo it instead of Highling or running awdy.”

When England first became a strong imilitary power,
her soldiers went forth to battle under many flugs. Each
great nobleman who kept a fighting force had his own
standard, and therc were as many battle Hags as noblemen
in the English armies. But with the time of Richard Coeur-
de-Lion, England had the beginning of the flag what is
now known as the Royal Standard. We know that he
-used the three Jions for the national fiag, for there exists
his great seal with the three lions, like those of the tlag,
upon it. As time went on, and the English kings conquer-
ed othrer peoples or married queens from other Royal
families, signs were adéed to the English flag. For a long
time this country laid claim to. France. Our rulers called
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themselves kings of Fwanoe as Wwell as of England, and our
national flag bore upgn it the badge of Francagintil 1801.
‘We had also the arms of Hanover in the middle of the

tandacd, There were many changes in it before it took
the present form.

Now the Royal Standardis divided into four quarters,

~ and represents the arms of Great Britain and Ireland. In
the first quarter we have the three British lions of England.
In the second quarter we have the angry looking fighting
lion of Scotland. In the third we have the harp of Ire-
land ; and in the - fourth we have the lions -of England
zepeated Wales does not appear as'a separate country
-on the flag, she is so much part of England. We had the
arms of Ireland on our flag long before the union of Ire-
land with England, because Ireland had been conquered
by England, but it was not until 1801 that the union bet-
ween the two countries took place. The arms of Scotland
- were placed on our Royal Standard when James VI of
‘Scotland became James I of England. The Royal Stan-
dard is really the king's flag. * It can be flown only where
he is living and at a few fortresses.

The Union Jack is the flag whlcp flies over the whole
empire on which the Sun never sets. Itis the famous red,
white and blue under which every Briton i is proud to live.

' It is made up of three flags. Firgt of, all there was the
English flag—a red, cross on a whkite ground, ¢he banner
of St. George, under which our crusaders used po fight.
Then there came the Scottish bawner of St. Andrew, a

white ultnre——that is, a cross, the two halves'of wlnch run

L)



from corner to corner—on % blue .mmd &u hlﬂ
banner of ftwPatrick, this being a ged nltueonawﬁ
ground. Thus the Union Flag with its ground work d
blue, and its stripes of red land white srunning dawn and
across, and from corner to corner, combine the three flags
of England, Scotland and Ireland.

; Evaynahonhasmownﬁag.andeachonehasah&
tory. The flag of the United States, when that country
was.an English Colony, was like that of England. When

. America became an independent State, they had to make 2
new flag. There were then only thirteen States in the Union

20 they set out on their flag thirteen red or white stripes
with thirteen white stars in the corner. The thirteen
stripes still remain, but as the number of States has in-
creased so stars have been added. , .

. The German nation consisted, umtil 1870, of many
kingdoms and other little States. Then the countries
united and made the king of Pruseia the German Emperor.
They had then to create a national flag. In this as in
German Imperial Standard, the Prussian eagle and colours
of black and white figure largely. That is because Prussia
is the largest and most important kingdom in Germany,

and the black eagle has for 500 years been the embiem of -

the Hohenzollerns, the royal family of Prussia.

The flag of Austria-Hungary looks curious with a-

patch of green in the boitom corner. The reason is this.
The Auttrians are one nation, the Hungarians are another.
But one Soverelgn rulss both countries. He is emperor

of Austria, but he has to be crowned a second time a8
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King of Hungary. And to shdw that they are two coun-
- tries, we have the coldhirs of Austria and the patch of green

for Hungary, déclaring that the two flags of the two
natiomnbgve been placed together and made into one to
represefit the two les as one united nation.. The
Russian Imperial Standarh two-headed eagle upon a
yellow ground. This comes from the arms of the Greek
Empire, the Tsar Ivan III: ‘marrying, in 1472, a daughter
of the ruler of the Greek Empire, and adopting her arms,
Other Russianflags represent St. Andrew, who is said to -
have taken Christianity to Russia, and our own St.
France, Tike England, has the red, white and blue for
her banoer. In olden times she had the fleur-de-lys.
What that really was'we do nof know. Some say it wasa
lily ; others say it was an iris ; while others believe that it
was the head of a lance. Anyhow, it was'no longer used
after the People of France turned their king off the
* throne and had Napoleon for their Emperor He had
the eagle for his war emblem, but the simple red
white and blue banner is to-day, as it bas been for
nearly a century, the national banner of France,
© ‘The Spanish Royal Standard tells stories. It bears the
arms of countries which it no longer owns. It shows the
* arms of Austria, of parts of France, of chxl‘y, of Portugal,
and of parts of Belgium. All these.places were once
owned by Spain, and she retains the colours in her flag
as if they still were hers.  The flag which has geen lon-
gest unchanged is that of Denmask. The Danish king,
780 years ago, thought he saw a cross it lhesky when
8 LY
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fighting dgainst thie heathbs, and'as he was hclodoi/
be adopted ae cross for his banner.\ S A

One of the ‘youngest of :mporhnt mational ﬂagsﬁ;‘
that of Italy. The might and Majesty of Roge<—Passed’,
away, -and ' the country became. split up into miserabl¥f
little States, partly ruled by the,Pope, partly by petty’
kings who did great ‘wong Victor Emmanuel, aided by"
Garibaldi and other bold volunteers, managed to rid thé
country of eaemiu. -and to ‘make the - Italians one®
‘ nation. He vas made king, ' andganuwcountry the'
ﬁagofaunlte;!people o T
' Greece, which gave to mankind Alexander the Great,
éonqueror of the world, fel}, in later days, undex the rule
of the Turks, who for 500 years held the oonntry in bon
dage In 1880 ghe gained her freedom. Her first inde.
pendent king was Srom the royal house of Bavaria, 'md
s)le - adopted his colours. -

: 1
/ From the Popular Encyeclopsedia.

‘“* A flag is a strip of cloth of a light fabric, varying
in form and colour, and frequently bearing some emble-
matic design, and it is fixed by one end to a staff, pole,
rfope, &c., while the other is allowed to fly free. The ‘

“iength of a flag from the part near the staff to the free
eud is called the fly, and'the measurement at right angles

to this istknown as the hoist, height, or depth. The uses

of flags are numerous. <They serve ina variety of wayz
as éignals. They convey definite information of varibus

. comes the ude of flags

; 3

; tinds and:are used a9 general symbols of tejoicing, Cone
"+ ‘grétulation; sym path{ mourning, &. In a «glassification-
" ‘of the uses of flags, that which stands first, as the most
War uge as national emblems. Next in order
the distinguishing emblems of
naval and military forces of particular nations. In the
army cach regiment is dlstmgmshed by its particular flag
or colours. This usage is general, and the colours of
‘regiments come to be distinctive of their services and of
their esprit de-corps, as well as their position in-the army. -
They are preseated Ly persons of rank, mently wrought
at by fair hands; and bear names and emblems comme.
*fnorative of past-achievements. In some countries their.
domisecration is a religious" cereony. This use of flags
i8'of great antiquity. ' In the Bible we find the standards
of the different, tribés referred to in the arrangement of
the camp of the {sraciites fo the desert. The Greek and
Rontan dirites had their distinctive flags. In the French
Army distinetive 8uph were introdrced during the wars
in Italy in:the- sixteenth’ cettuiy. Fvéry - battalion of
Infantry in the British army, except the rifles, has two
‘colours, namely, the Xing's colour  and the Regimental
colour. The former consists, for all- regiments, of the
‘union device, With the name of the regunent in the centre,
and the number of the battalion oo the upper part dear
‘the étaff. The Regimental coloar is of the same colour
-as the collars and facings of the regiment, but if jhese are
white, it bears a St. George's Crossin red. On it.are,
emblazoned the name of the regiment, the fAames of the
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battles in which it has serted, and its various badges,

crests, mottess, &c. Among cavalry regiments, only the

guards, dragoon guards and dragooas have standards,

as cavalry flags are termed. These are made of .~zimson

silk, and are emblazoned like those pf Infantry regiments.

The standards of the guards and dragoon guards are rec-

tangular like those of the Infantry, but the dragoons carry
standards with the end farthest from the staff rounded
and scalloped. The lancers have red and white pennants’
on their lances.

The standard is the war flag, and bears the Royal or
other arms of the nation. Ensigns are flags carried by
ships to indicate their nationality. The three ensigns used
in the British ships are the white, the blue; and the red.
The white ensign or ensign of St. George, which is dis-
played on all ships of war has a white ground with a
St. George’s Cross in red; and the Union device in the first
camton, that is, in the upper quarter next the tuast.
The blue ensign, carried only by the Naval Reserve, has a
blue ground with the union in the first canton; and the red
ensign which is the distinctive flag ot the mercantile marine
differs only in having a red ground.«Prior to 1864 all the
three ensigns were used in the Royal Navy. Several Yacht .
clubs have ‘the privilege of flying one of the ensigns. :
thus the Royal Yecht . squadron uses the white ensign.”
The place for the ensigi in a steamer or large ship is on?
a pole oper the taffrail. In schooners and similar shipey:
at the peak of the main gaff; in cutters and slooﬂ:*:
at the peak; in yawls at the Mizzen peak, and rowing‘

.
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...used in signalling agA for varions purposese
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Jackswvare other national flags

boats bver the stern, : ol
ennantse

or pendants are sitil pointed or shallow, tailed flags gene-
rally usgg in connection with signals. The Lest known are
the answering, peXnant used in the International Signal
Code and the broad pemn wallcw-tailed) of commo-
dorss in the Royal Navy. A Burgee is a similar flag used
by yacht clubs as a distinctive emblem and most Royal
Yacht Clubs have a crown as part of the divice. Shipping™
companies usually have square flags with distinctive colo-
urs and divices; these are known as house flags. The
blue peter is a blue flag with a white sqfate i the centre,
useeLtd indicate that a vessel is about to depart. A plain
White flag indicates a clean bl of health, and is used in
war as the flag of truce. The quarantine flag is yellow.
Ve.ssels Carrying ékplosives display 3 Ped flag. A flag
hoisted upside down is a signal of distrgbs, and cne borne
::;f ;:i: Izigh isa sign of mourning.” Flags are often
oken of respect.” °

The




