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CRITICS~ANCIENT AND MODERN

. 2
"+ * Wo must receive with discrimination what we are told about
India, for it is the most distant of lands and few of our nation
have seen it. Those, moreover, who have seen it, have seen only a

* part, and most of what they say is no more than hearsay.. Even

\\

- incomprehensible. At any rate the hardest to account for. Their

"' never quite does it to your satisfaction.

understand how ’s’o;::a a tlnne{lld have beon’ bom nor why.".
' g WYEe \ MA;{K TwWAIN.

what they saw they became acquainted with only whilg passing
through the country with an army in great haste. Yen, qven their

reports about the same -things are not the.same, although they

write as if they had examined the things with the greatest care and
attention. Bome of the writers were fellow soldierfand fellow

travellers, yet offtimes they contradlct cach other.’ :
: ‘  STRABO. .

‘ One thing is sure ; they [the natives of Indial are much the
most interesting people in the world—and the nearest to being

character and their history, their customs -apd their religion
confront you with riddles at every turn—riddles which tre a trifle
more perplexing after they are explained than before. You can
get the facts of a custom-—Ilike caste and suttes and thuggee and go

on—and with the facts 2 theory which tries to explain them, but
You can never quito
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THE, FISHER-FOLK

! Only the gea knows the depths of the sea; only the firmarent knows
- +the expanse of the ﬁrmament tha gods a.lorm know tun power of thie goda,
© fuoza,

TrE Coromandel Coast 1s a term applled to the east .
coast of the Peninsula of India. .The word means ‘The
realm of Chora.’” It was in use among the Portughese,
who were a century ahead of -thé English in estabhthng
, their trade centres in India. The East India Company
adopted # in their official documents. Their consultation,
* books and diaries were thus inscribed: ¢The Diary and
Consultation Booke of the Agent Governour and Councell ;
‘heir Proceedings and Transactions for the Affaives of-
;he Honble. English Fast India Company in the Agency
of ye Coast ¢f Chormandell and the Bay of Bengale.’

The first English ship to arrive on the coast was the .
Globe (1611) belonging to the Company. It came by way
of Cape Comorin.and carried a contingent of merchants,
_among whom were two Dutchmen who had entered the
Company'’s servic. The object of the Globe was to
search the Coromandel Coast for.a safe and convenient
" port where no Europeans had previously settled. The

. B
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2 . ON THE COROMANDEL COAST

port nlﬁst combine facilities for inland trade as well as
a good anchorage.i The little ship was a swift sailerfand

' .she dispensed with an escort, thus exhibiting an unusual

do

independence for those days when piracy and buccaneer-
ing flourished unchecked. She crept up the inhospitable
coast observant but unsiccessful. 4A formidable line of
surf confronted her throughout the entire length of the
peninsula. She passed the spot where Madras now stands,
then a barren stretch of pale sunburnt sand, and reached
Masulipatam. Here the Dutch East India Company
had already established a factory. A boat was lowered ;
an English merchant and one of the Dutchmen were sent

. ashore. The boat was upset in the surf and the English-

* mén was nearly drowned. He was already afflicted with

that curse of the tropics, dysentery, which he had con-
tracted in a former voyage to Java. The immersion
brought on a return of it and he died a few months later

at Masulipatam. He was the first victim claimed by the

Coromandel Coast from the ranks of the Company’s

servants. e heads a list unnumbered that extends over .

nearly two hundred and fifty years.

to bad weather and attacks from pirates there was thc
vital- question of food and water. The casks- that con-
tained the water supply rotted in the tropical climate and
barely lasted out the voyage. The watef with which
they were supplied at the different ports of call teemed
with bacilli, producing forms of disease unknown to the
English doctors. )

~ The jealousy of the Dutch did not allow the English
to remain in peace at Masulipatam. At the end of
quarter of a century they were driven to seek a nc w
centre for their operations. After various adventures tk

The 8hips in which.the Europeans made voyages to "
the Hast were.of about three hundred tons burden. The ‘
travellers had to contend with many dangers. In addition

-
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#as found fnrther south. " The spot chosen had nothingﬂu

to ommend it but its negative qualities. It had ne
harbour, no natural fortress, no ‘deep inland waterway. -

- Its undusirability gave the handful of Englishmen who

fox:med the first colony a reasonable > y
be'left unmolested by);. stronger povvi(x)'?() thflt ey v Ould'
There was a village of Muckwas, the i)eaceful fisher-
folk df the Coromandel Coast; but they pursued their
gentle craft and. paid no heed to the foreigners. Their
lnlrx.)b'le mud dwellings were not calculated to ez;cite the

cupidity of the strangers and they had nothiﬁg to fear! -
_Here upon the bleached sand in front of the terrible suré

3 fh”é““"servan?:?x" "(')'f th"emUompa'ﬁybuﬂ{;a. “fort “which they
wanied after their patron ‘saint, St." Gcorge (1640§:"The

fort-formed - the niicléus of the present t6wn of Madras

} end proved, by its steadily increasing prosperity, that the
- ¢l& merchants had made no error of judgment when they

lﬁlante{d.the-Cqmpa;ny’s flag upon its walls, Whatever
the difficulties of shipping might be without a harbour

it was the right centre for the inland trade.

- The directors of the Company, however, were unable
to pierce the secrets of: the future. When théy read.a
plain unvarnished description of their new éettlem’eﬁt« ‘
their faith in their agents was hroken. They eoulg see
nothing in it that held out any hope of success, It was
their custom in those early days to keep what they called
¢ Black Books,” two volumes of which still .remain for
posterity to sthile over. The names of defaulting servants -
were entered thh the offenceg of which they had been .
guilty. The names of the two mes who were the founders * -
of the new agency were’ duly inscribed in the following
nanner: ‘Frauncis Day, blamed to be the first pro-
cctor of the Forte of St.. George. The worke begunne
y Frauncis Day and paid for out of ‘the Company’s
fash,”  After the name of Andrew Cogan, ageut for the

B2



4 ON THE COROMANDEL COAST |
¢ To answeare the building of
eof hath cost froth ye
June 1643 pagodas

Coromandecl Coast, comnes
“the {forte 8t. George, the charge wher
frst of, March 1629 to ye thirbicth of
new %450’ T ‘ ‘ o
Tt was in September 1877 that I had my first view

of the long, low shore of Madras. In the pearly haze of
the muggy heat a Muckwa paddled his boat towards the
steamer. His dark wet skin glistened in the rays 8f the
sun like the scales gf ‘o fish brought up from’ the depths
of the ocean.- A rope was thrown. to him, and by its aid
hé climbed up the bitlwarks and dropped on deck. His
sole articles of clothing were a diminutive loin-cloth and
a conical grass cop.  He took from the cap a packet of
letters wrapped 1a Gil-cloth and handed them to the
captain’s steward:s Having executed his corgmission he
departed fs he come and -paddled away towards his
fishing-grounds. -
the Muckwa for the first time,
and recorded the event thus:
two black devils playing at sixlglc-stick.
these infernal imps above an hour, when they were lost

in the distance. Surely this

. tempest. . o
entry was made in the log-book the Muckwas

Since the
have changed neither their habits nor their appearance.
The same primitiveness marks them in dress and in their

took him - for a demouw
6 AM.—Saw distinetiy

No wonder theold sea-captain, who saw

‘« missioned one of his merchants to by

We watched - | :
e watche Our Lord appeared to the trader and sold St Th 4
: ot. Thomas for

doth portend some great®

_ THE FISHER-FOLK | 5
« in form. They consist of ‘three 1 « Tashe {A
. ] ogs lashed it
g} :ﬁ?let}r ﬁg a pf.;éi'dle that is nothing more t.h;f ?}xllf;rr;?d
 Planks, . Th st(;[apl 1ty -with which the paddle is WorkeziV
AT ime, nlow on thqother, is very‘sdggestive of,
* Thomﬁ P pdayl'ng at single-stick. .
o T ; f:i, an hls'successor, St. Xavier;w'ere closel
sonpocted r\;l t.“ t.he Mueckwas, who -are said to hee ’
| paonta Ob szld'}l:}gy @t t’he I_m.nds of the Apostle himsi;’fe
i sach b. Lhomas's visit to India has never b '.
! yoricn S); Ii;(})vea 1 1’t rests solely on tradition. In :len
ke of § .cen;oma,s., supposed to have been 3 itten"lb'
i acond ce 1ury, 16 18 related that<the twelve\§\‘~ tlu'l
ing the joyf ‘;(t);l:dq between t.hem for the purpbse of SP(')S &
e i é ybu- wdings.  India fell to the lot of St Thpread_
ounting heart sank appalled at the pr'ospeo Izmsf’
! ct of .

- 80 h y . & l 0 y
< %3

t t ']) h‘ 1. L elar ed m feal a“d l!e[“]l“l[ 1() 1
I Al' ' ‘,& cer talin. king /];n S()utll India ha(i C( T]I”-

ing back a carpenter.

twenty pieces of sily

. o silver ; whereupon the vacillat; ;

“was.carried off by force to the Eg o Hee‘x::lsn;h%]g &;;unt.
- s put ashore

0t Cranganore on the west coast, and from tl h |
o5t o tere he .

went to Cechin ; later he found hi w
; ound his man
v’ e ay to the C
‘(‘}z?st‘,’wl here he{ was martyred by the ‘Bmhmo%‘or awdheol
e jealous of his success. Bishop Heber 'Dcr Bms};
1 2ber, Dr. Buchanan,

Dr. Kennett, and various iti
to the 'factbf Ris visit to t?lt:lse;uizﬂ;gml‘es o, peodence
o Tagi e e s well as’to’the north
. In'0011ntrieé where tl‘lere s o re. . : ..
ziiifgﬁntgh liisltory, tm'dition‘ isls'vgloua,rl(:g.ﬂaFTI}?ethod o
cherish eAa f;; of Ehelr fathers and hﬁnd them G:iop%pfe
posierft irns : ;ve r. I;enn.ett 'observed, Arabs, Syﬁan:ma t((;
o ronians have made pxlgrlpaages from time imm orinl.
' pot which they believed to bs the buriainiﬁnaL
‘ A ace

mode of living. As the ﬁsl‘xemn’m welcomed the huge
" gteel ship of modern build, so one of his forbears must
have greeted the. Globe. "He carried letters from the
Shahbunder or port-officer to ask for information con-
cerning the strangers and what their mission- might be.

In & similar manner St. Xavier and the Portuguese traders
were met, and centuries earlier St. Thomas, who 19
said 4o have visited India fifty-two years after the birth
_of Christ. The boats of the fisher-folk remain unchanged -

!
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L . - 4 3 oF ..‘. .
of. St. Thomas, and such belief was not to be ‘Tightly v,

regarded. When St. Francis Xavier, the friend of

Ignatius Loyola, arrived in the migdle of the sixteentb:
century he found a primitive forsa. of Christianity in
exisfence among the Muckwas. There is archaeological’
ovidence that Christianity had been  introduced into
Mylapur and St. Thomas’s Mount as early as tha eighth
century. The community at the Mount suffered. persecn--
tion fromn the heathen; but the fishcrmen with their
poverty and gentle inoffensiveness escaped. In the eyes
of their rulers.they were beneath cap tempt, and they were

*

left to practise any religious ‘rites they chose to adopt: ., -

Theiy religion suffered from want of supervision. It was
overlaid with theidolatry of the devil-worshippers of the

south<ind it needed reformgtion. It was inevitable that”
this should happen, for They had been left to themselves .
too long.  There is no record of their having received

a visit from _any. missionary between the time of *St. -
'Thomas's death and the arrival of St. Xavier. It seeuts.
little short of miraculous that any instruction given by,
the Apostle should have remained at all Their hearty-
. welcomé to the Portuguese saint ‘showed that they were®
* not altogethet ignoralt of the moribund condition of their
 Church. - They listened to his teaching and submitted=
to'a certain amount of reform. When he left them—to

their. great regret—they honoured his memory by adopting -
him as their special patron saint. As time passed on -
s day they’appeal to him
_in‘moments of danger, crying ‘ Xavier! Xhvier! Xavier !’ -

R they almost deified him. To'thi

" . and drown with his name ‘on their lips.~. They make the

_ same appeal in sicknegi_and when they have any mis- .

-fortune with their nets and find them empty. - .

~ +On certain occasions ‘they make ssacrifices - to the
Blessed Virgin Mary on. the beach.” The ritual is sernis
heathen in its character and is of g propitiatory nature.

.

N | *.IHE: FISHERFOLK : 7
. T e b »
?;} (;a.kesi Plaqe at night and its performance is picturesque
ng impressive. Tho sacrificial fires are lighted q
sand near the rolling surf. g o

ceremonies are esti '

Dr;,ilegplest .;,lrc, more. suggestive of the practices of the
) 130 ollowers of local de '

. : mons than of a Christi
prevign ers of . & Christian
rite .t et the I}IU:Lkwas cannot be called anything else
2 Jc}sl a.u7nc‘h Chrl‘stmns. They possess their own chl?rchés’
8 e various villages along the coast. Their ritnal i
jealously preserved, and any attempt to elimina.tém "

\ eI un-

s . T'he worshippers
sely es round the flickering light of the ﬁl;ll)nesgﬂ,rz?élll pe?;sm-'%'
a pujah without the assistance of their priests Tlirll;

z:th&;do'}; ceremonial meets with opposition and resent- -
ent. The want of education renders reformation difficult
5 »

and of late years the priests wh 1 i

have thqxght it wisér nl.ot to ixi(:erérfn%hgﬁr C.}_lurCheS
of Portuguese extraction and come from G'ouJ p’?esm are
cho.sen_by the fisher-folk because they belon .to t;}il Y tne
natlona'-l .church to which their beloved sa?nt b Ie iy
In wi;ampg .the services.of these men the s:uA ° Onged?
‘vative spicit 1s shown as that which prom. ts th ne‘ tontion
of the doubtful Christian ceremonieg pis the retention

Their churches usually stand with; f the

Th.e !,‘isb%rmehmrprqsent {;hﬁ first c:t[élixhg} :g:ns(:am th'e e
buildings, bringing the fish'fresh and drip >in§s?n e
nets. ~ Although close to the waves the, higﬁesg pf)?rrzntst:r(:

1€ .8N0 4 . ChOS €8, 81 (-l e S '
» ﬁ hcrmen ’S o

?mts cluster round them. The presence of thé ch
instead of the te{lzple, 18 a,marked featﬁre of the eIV(l:' HIZCh’
hamlet, and reminds the voyager of the sunn e of
Im}y; ’);‘he church in Madras is dedicated t)YS?&Sti o
It oceupies a, large piece of groundwranted a ;entx.l oo
when. lgnd on the Coromandel CEa‘stJ was less vﬁy &1?10
than z‘i: is now. In former d‘ay_s,the Muckwa villa ,: uta g
near the opening of the river Cooum.- The ﬁshe:fn . lood ’
bk}l'lt'themselves a little church similar i ch‘&ra:tI:SrHEO '
. b sl : %

"’

H

v
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5 . ON THE COEOMANDEL COAST

those round the coast. At the beginning of the nineteenth
century Government desired to clear the immediate nejgh-
bourhood of the fort of surrounding, bulldmgs In carrying
“"out the improvements it.was riecessary to remove the
village and the church. A piece of ground upon the sea-

shme further south was given as a site for the hamlet,

-where it now stands. The church was built to the north
of Madras. There had always been a colony at this spot.
To suit its needs, as well as those of the colony in the

south, Government assigned a piece of waste ground -

beyond the limits of Georgetown for the church and also
- for a burial ground. ~Attempts have been made more
than once on the part of certain bodies to dispossess the
Muckwas of their property, but the grant holds good, and
the attempts have been unsuccessful. All encrogchments,
whether in the matter of ritual or in - the appropriation
of their property to other uses, have been steadily resisted,

and the Muckwas’ church stands intact, proving that in -
spite of their love of peace they could be firm a.nd deter--

mined if they chose.

The Duropea,ns were not long in dlscovermg the

- utility of the caste. 'When the merchants wished to land
the Muckwas piloted them through the surf, wiich was

- too heavy for the ship’s boats. When they had estab-

lished themselves ashore, the fishermen again. served
‘them, this time as porters and palanquin_bearers, trans-
porting them and their goods inland as they had trans-
ported them through the surf. The. Muckwa still. plies

the oar in the masulah boats that carry cargo to and from -

the ships anchored in the harbour. The rest of the tribe
continue their former occupation of fishing, which is a
thriving trade in the present day. They live in huts
built of mud and thatched with palm leaves. Some of
the huts are circular in form, the walls being not more
than four feet high, and the space within extremely

b

, S o - %
B i

L o
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hnnted The wl]aoe that lies between the ﬁnb ,'md St
Themé possesses some dwellings of a better class. - In

‘the centre of this group stands a brick-house with terraced

roof an&‘substmntial verandah. Its proportions are not
large, but compared with the humble huts that nestle up
to its side, it is a palace. It is the residence of the head
of the caste, the fisher- king as the people call him. In _
byg@ne times the chief of the Muckwas OCbupled a hut
like the rest of his fellows.- -A modern ancestor is said to-
have met with a siroke of luck by which he was enabled
to build himself a mansion suitable to hlS digmty ai head
of the caste. »
. The old ﬁthrman, “ho has no lonorer strength to oo :
out with ' the fishing fleet; occupies hlmself on shorc 8
searching, the high- water ‘mark for flotsam and jetsam.
He discovers all klnds of treasures, driftwood that serves
for fuel, baskets, fittings of ships, and. articles thrown or -
lost overboard, remnants of cargoes swallowed by the sea
in shipwreck ; even jewels and money may sometimes be

" found washed up after long- years under the salt water.
"The’ storms create fresh currents, the sandbanks are dis-
" .placed, ‘and the treasure is relca.sed It is said that a

Muckw chief, too aged to accompany his sons, employed
himself in this manner one day after & severe storm. ~ He
plcked up a box that had been washed ashore which con-
tained 2 num‘)er of bank- nG es. - Neither he nor his fumily
recognised the nature of t & treasure trove, and thc notes
were throws aside as beily valueless. * A grand-daughter

- tidying the little mud-h’ t found the slips of paper and

fastened them round the walls b} way of ornament. Onc
day a Government peon had occasion 6 call at the It of
the Muckwa. » It hapjened to be a cold monsoony day,
and the person he wanted td’ see bad taken refuge inside.
He stood at the open door and glanced round the room
with eyes tha « vew wide with astonishment. He could

-



10 . ON THE COROMANDEL COAST

scarcelj believe that he saw aright Seventeen thousand .
‘ rypees in Government notes were fasboned in-neat rews .

-upon the walls of the hut. No owner could be discovered
for them, and the lucky old fisher-king became the happy
possessor of a part of the sun. 'VVith it he bought more
nets and logs for boats and built his house. , To this day
the family is wealthy in- fishing-tackle ; and the.yomen
wear jewcls which mark them as rich in bomparron mth
their neighbours. . .

‘When the monsoon has blown off some of its fury
and settled down into gentle breezes the sea is compara-
 tively smooth, although it neversinks to the gentle rlpple
of thé southern English coast in summer. There is
always o line of breakers even in the calmest weather.

- They roll in from the Bay of Bengal, as the wages roll in’
from the Atlantxc on the French coast and fall in subdued-
thunder upon thesand. The Muckwa braves the elements ™

“at most times of the year, and the waves must be ver::,

“boisterous to keep him from . his calling. -At dawn ,

log-boats are launched and arc paddled out of sight, where'”

the long deep nets are floated. The water teems with fish.
The catch is sold to middlemen, who dispose of it to the
market stall-holders. ‘A considerable quantity is®sent up
country, and a large percentage is salted for native usc.
The salt fish of India is an abomination to the nostrils
- of the Huropean. When curried its strong odour is
almost lost in°the pungent spices with which it is pre-
pared. 'To a paldte vitiated by garlic, assefcetida,. and
fiery arrack it is doubtless acceptable, but the Furopean
regards if with suspicion as being a possible source of
cholera. 1t also.bears theé evil repatation among the
medical men of producing & form of leprosy known as
elephantiasis, common on the Coromandel Coast. The
* people themselves will hear nothing against their much-

loved dict, and ascribe the mal&dy to another ca.use

B
hAK '0.

A

-
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.. They say that it is the result of the curse laid upon the
descendants of the murderers of St. Thomas ; and cholera, -

they aver, is the-work of the malign goddess, Kali.

The boats return between five and six in the evening, -

sailing Jandwards with their square sails set. The patches

of brown upon the horizon redden in the glow of the ,f.ﬂ)

setting sun. The colour of the sca decepens to. a, rich
purple. The sky overhead is spanned with broad belts of |
rosy light stretching from the west to the very verge of -
" the sea.—hne on the east. The log-boats rise on the lontr

- rollers, and sink out of sight in the trough of the waves

untxl they are near the breakers. The paddles twirl with

marvellous rapidity in the’ endeavour to keep the rudder-
less boats straight on the waves. Usually they ride in suc-
cessfully, but now and then it happens that in spite of all
his efforts the Muckwa gets caught broadside on by a
vicious wave. The logs part company, letting him drop
through into the sea. He seizes his basketof ﬁsh and leaves
the rest of his property to take care of itself. Through
the boiling surf he comes with a débris of floating planks,
logs, mast, sail, and paddles. Unceremonjously the sea
rolls him ashore,. tossmg his disintegrated boat after him.

Its wrdcking causes no damage whatever, and the morrow A

,sees the little ﬁshlbg craft recoustructed with ;Lll its
pnstme strength and durability. No one is anxious‘about
the result of tHe accident, for no one doubts thatjthe
. amphibious Muckwa will reach the shore sa.fiiix and
retrieve e\mry‘stlck of his scattered property. S

The harbour at Madras was in course of constm}tion
in 1877, and it was not sufficiently advanced to allow of

ships anchoring within it; we ‘therefore had to paqs'

through the surf just as men and women of all ages had

done before us. There had been a storm ré'&ently, and the -
"sea was rougher than usual m the month of September.

The prospect of boarding the heaving masulah boat that

: ) 4
Y ‘ ?

<
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12 _ ON THE COROMANDEL COAST °

awaited us with its eight rowers was not inviting. * Aided
by & friendly ship’s officer and’ the' strong brown arm f
*. the - Muckwa captain, we and -our luggage were safely
trapsferred.  With short vigorous strokes of their spade-
lik¢bars the boatmen sent us landward. The captain,
7. who took ‘the helm, shouted to his. crew ; they responded
. in.d monotonous chant by Which they mgrked time, , The
boat,climbed the large rollers and dipped into thie hollgws.
The boom of the surf upon the shore grew louder-as 3
- approached the dreaded bafrier. At a signal from the
commodore the rowers stopped, aud-we lay outside the
white line for the spacé of a tinute or.two. The panting

oarsmen.’ recovered their breath, and gathered their

energies for the final cffort whigh was to bring us safe to
;land. ‘ : S o,
- Everything depended upon the Loatmef, ?Yith, oars
\ "“the heaving sea-they held up the boat until the advenst
¢ -larger wave than usual.” At the word of command
THL y:oent to their work with ‘might and main, s saining
~ every muscle in one snpreme effort, and shouting their
. Inarticulate refrain. e were caught on $he crest of the
roller and driven forwaxd with the impetus of the break-
ing wave, which crumbled benesth the kcel into hissing
foam. A glance backward §Fowed a second roller almost
‘as big ak the fir3t, It towered above' the boat, now help-
- less in the boiling surf, and threatened.to overwhelm it
immediately, but the boatmen were too qaick for the
curling wall ‘of water. At a shodt from théir captain
they abandoned their oars and . plunged waist-deep into
surf hauling us onwards. The roller fell, seething' but
barmless, just short of our stern. To _my inexperienced
eyes it scemed a hairbreadth ésc‘a.pe, but~the Muckwa
captain showed no want of confidence in-his men.’ With
each breaking wave a rushof water tossed us onward,

until we were safely grounded in the long sweep of foam

N
i
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ten to ﬁfteeﬁ yards from the dry land. The roar qf the
sc#, the shouts of the struggling boatmen, and the violent
moverent of the boat created a scene that was impressed

,upon my memory for ever. The relief of feeling safe

from the perils of the ocean was great.” It remained only
to lift the passengers from the beat.and convey them
ashore. Seated on g rough board I was carried by a

v 'couﬁle of stalwart Muckwas over the creamy foam and

placed upon India’s ¢ coral strand.” ! L ,
In the old &ays the landing whs frequently attended
by accidents in storiny weather. = Boats werc overturned

3 * a - - N
and valuahle cargo ‘was lost. Evep if only partially

swampéd anuch damage was dene to perishable goods by

the sea-wajer. The' atcidents ivere oftén the result of = -~

carelessness on the-part of-the boatmen. OccgsiOna!ly )
the cavelessness was not altogether accidgr_lta,l. In spite ~
of his Christian teaching, the Muckwa is a thoerough

Oriegtal, sharing with his fellow-countrymen the commlon

traits of<character to be found throughout'the East. The

“boatinen traded upon the fears of their passengers, as they

do in other ports of the present day, and demanded extra

fees after they had embarked, ’plgading_as an excuse that %
] 3

oxtra exertion was-needed through stress of weather te

4>.4

avoid an accident. It is ‘on record also that when the

baggage was 'known to have contained va,h}ables they -
" ’aiizwed the boat to'be upséet inthe surf. With a show

of concern and self-devotion to the travellers they rescued
them and réceived areward fortheirpains. -The unhappy

owners of the Baggage were: assured that their property -

vaq irretrievably lost in the boiling waves. When they
;:5; 1{)22“‘2;?01; disposed -of, the Mvtckwas (_Iived fqr fthe :
'Prec‘iou‘g boxes and carried them off to theu'. mud huts,
where receivérs of stolen goods were not wantmg.. -
o Through the surf has “been c'anjxgd many a l?gro vsfho
assisted in the building up of the‘Bntxsh Emplre in India.

-

st
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Every civilian and soldier who had a part in establishing

our rule throughout the length and breadth of the |
peninsula had to go through it, and be temporarily at.

" the ‘mercy of the ‘infernal imps’ of the singfé-s(zick.
Through the surf was carried Clive, the friendless de-

spondent lad who was destined to be one of the greatest -

of those builders.” In the same fashion came Sin Eyre

Coote and Lord Cornwallis, who laid down their livés in.

India,; and whose names will live in history as long as the

fascinating story of British India is told. When the body- -

of the former was tratsferred from a vault in St. ‘Mary’s
Church in the fort fo rest in the family vault at home, it
was carried to the beach, and the Muckwas piloted it for
‘the last time through the surf and assisted to place the
honoured remains on board the Company’s ship. The
body. of Cornwallis still' lies in India. Fair women,
: toiling uen, soldiers, merchants, -statesmen, and adven-®
- turers have listenéd wjth beating heart to the roar of ithe
falling waves and to the shouts of the boatmen ; and they
have sent up their silent thanks to heaven when they

sand of the Coromlm’del Coast..

have felt the wélcome beat of the boat’s keel upon the

- has happily ne

CHAPTER II

FAMINE
We may desceﬁd into hell, establish our dwelling in the abode of
Brahma or in the paradise of Indra, throw onrselves into the depths of

" the sea, ascend to the summit. of the highest mountain, take up our
N !

itation i g i . ur destiny will be none the
bitation in the hdwling desert . . . yet our : be .
;:;slat::complished. All that will happen to us will be such as it is not in

cur power togvoid.—SLoRA. .

THE year fn which we. arrived ‘in India,” 1877, was a
dark epoch for the country. *A severe fammg extended
throughout the length and breadth of the-lind. ' The
news of it reached us before we arrived. They who have
never been in a tropical land not have travelled ‘through
a desert have no conceptionn of Wh‘at’drough? can do.:
Drooping vegetation and a barched soil may be imagined,
but the suffering which a prolonged. a.bsenge of rain can
inflict on man and beast is not easily realised gxcept by
1 contact. ' . B

PersF(_):Zl:ﬁd knows noihing of gal}nt rqgir'lg famin®. ‘ .The .
nearest approach to such a calamity within modern times
has been deaTth or dearness of provisions. Under these
conditions the poorest .classes of Great Britain have ex-
perienced semi-starvation, or perhaps even actual starva-
tion, causing death in some cases. But the.SGarc.ity has
: food. Such a thing as % famine cof water
ver touched the British Isles. " .
Water famines are confined mostly to the countries

only affected

‘lying under a tropical sun. It is an appalling misfortune
=3 - ; L

4
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when springs dry up and the rivers cease to flow; when
every vestige of green grass and other vegetation is-
appears ; when the trees stand bare, as in winter, amidst
“their own fallen leaves, lifting skeleton branches against
the fiery sky. The hot winds sweep across the burned
ground, carrying the shrivelled leaves along “with a crisp
‘rustle, and whirling them up into thé columns of red dust
that are raised. Thé village people in the south bélieve
. that devils use these whirlwinds as chariots to ride
abroad over the land they have cursed, and that they rejoice
in the misery of nature. .Birds fly away to the foot of
the hills and depths of the jungles, where a little moisture
may be found. Even the ubiquitous jackal departs. A
heavy silence settles down upon the afflicted land, broken

only hy the clicking of the lizard’s tongue. Men, weakened
by privatien, dig holes with despairing energy in the beds -

of tanks and rivers, and emaciated dispirited women sit
and wait for the oozing of a few precious drops of muddy
liquid at the bottom of the hole, and take their turn at
scooping it out. . The dogs and the cattle, mere skin and

bone, sniff with parched tongues and eager eyes; and-
though they may receive their share of the muddy liquid, .

yet man and beast lie down at the end of the bufning day
with parched throats to be tantalised with dreams of the
- flowing streams and wide pools of the monsoon.

- Although we had heen told of the famine there was
no visible sign of it when we landed. The beach presented
an unusual sight, but of that we were notcaware at the
time. As a rule the sandy shore is deserted during the
day, except by the fishiermen and cargo coolies at work with

the masulah boats. Just before sunset natives as well as.
Europeans come down to the sea to ‘eat the air,” as the’

Hindu aptly terms it; but at this time the beach was

thronged with people all day long. They gathered round -
the new arrivals, who had appeared so suddenly through -

'’
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the surf, to gaze upon them with eager curiosity. Their
faces bore no trace of starvation, but were smiling with

. the content and happiness that belonged to a successful

p‘icnic-party; Plump and well-nourished, they seemed to
give the lie direct to the tales that had reached us. They
were the villagers of the districts round Madras, herdsmen

* and small cultivators, who had been drawn to the Presi-

dency town to seek the charity of a benevolent Grovern-
ment. Their excellent condition was a testimony to the
liberality with which that charity had been dispensed.

‘A merry ragged crew it was that circled round me,

pressing too close to be pleasant, and with difficulty kept
at arm’s length by the umbrella that I had unfurled. If
this was India, where was the much-talked-of famine? .
Far inland it held the country in its paralysin - grip
Millions of human beings, dying by inches, wai%eg iIn

* vain for the rain- that did not come. . The catile died or

were sold because -their owners had no water for them.

_ The dogs and jackals, .gaunt and maddened with thirst,

searched the bare countryside:in vain for food, and
traversed the dry beds of the rivers and tanks for a drop
of water. Finding none they fell exhausted, and died by
the blasted bushes which could no longer shelter them
from the burning rays of the sun. Their sufferings from
thirst far exceeded the pangs caused by hunger.

The grain that should have brought relief was hea,ped
upon the shore in sacks. It had arrived thus far by ship
but could geteno further for want of means of transportj B

. The railway on which the Government depended ‘did its
. utmost, sending dut freight trains as fast as they could be
loaded. But'i{s rolling-stock was-limited, and the supply

" of rice brought by sea far exceeded its capabilities.

It “was sad to see food lying there when thousands
were dying a few hundred miles away. . It is sadder still

_to have to relate that much  of it never reached the

L C
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hungering multitude at all. Train after train left Madras
o sacks were duly deposited®atthe

and many hundrads .
different wayside stations. But the bullocks fhat should

have drawn the carts with the grain to the distant villages
were dead, end their owners were t00 enfeebled to do the
work of their cattle and draw the carts themselves.- They -
had not even the strength to crawl to the spots where the -
- gacks lay, but died in their villages just as their catfle had

died. The railway was unable to remove the whole of

the grain, Damaged by exposure to the weather and

rondered unfit for food, the rest of ‘it wap eventually

{hrown ints the sea, its presence in its putrefying con-
dition being a menace to the sanitation of the beach.
Could it have been forwarded ‘into the ‘heart of -the
country,
brought relief to the drought-stricken people.  Of what
use is meat without drink?  Frenzied humen beings and |
panting animals may stand knee-deep in corn and yet die
in agony if they have not water. K I ‘
Terrible stories were told by historians of the straits
to which the people were reduced by fzmines in the old
" days before therc were railways to
or to carry the multitudes to the water-springs that were
not exheusted. Men and women in the throes of starva-
tion were like beasts, ready to tear each other to pieces
in the tnadness of their hunger, and to slay each other
for a cup of water. They even cast hungry glances upon

their own offspring, whom_they would hiwve robbed of -

their portion or even murdered to lessen the number of
. ‘clamouring- mouths if they dared, Details too horrible
{for repetition remain on record in the letters written to
the Board of Directors by the Englishmen who served in
the East India Company. Tn 1630-1 and again in 1647
accounts were sent -to Fimgland of o desolate-land, of
dead bodics lying unburied and unburned outside the.

it is by no means’ certain that it would bave .

distribute the grain, o

3 : ﬂ‘)
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towns, breedi i i -
o 1 eding pestilence for the miserable remnant that
" ﬁn epidemnic in some form or other invariably followed
o ~& heels of & famine, and was more dreaded by the
thuropean's than the famine itself. In 1630 a letter from’
. f&lieuflgxl at the Company’s settlement at Surat pathe-
: ::3 dyﬂl(;elaft(ta; that the President and eleven of the factors -
*d of the pestilence. Iaving more tha :

: 3 n decimat
the Co;npany $ servants, it attacke:i the soldiers dndn(;zllflz(i
s?bordmates, and the letter further informs the Honour
able Board that ‘divers inferiors are now taken i 1to
Abraham’s bosom.’ S ‘ o e

In 1761-2 there was a sever ine lasting
' 3 e famine lasting two .
‘ ;Il‘]hf.e Engllgh colony at Madras, who pitied the nativzzskljg
: eir ?luffezg;cngs, resolved to extend their charity to them
as well as to the .poor Europea,n's and AE i
' > urasians. The
churchwardens of St. Mary’s Church opened a subscrip?

- tionlist and collected a large sum of money. The native

merchants were invitedto contri i
; ibute to it, but th i
Iéot rgspond with the same liberality as was shown Ey S}ig
nglish. The fund was known as the Native Poor I'?und

«and 1t was administered by the St. Mary's vestry. until

1809, wheh it was developed into a standing relief fund

under other trustees for the permanent benefit of the

natives. Part of the money i

: : Yy was employed in th -

chase of t'he Monegar Choultry, the present oorehpur

for the #atives of Madras. IR pooriouse
Again, in 1807, a severe famine affli ' 4
L - 1007, . icted th adra;

Presidency. * The report of the- endeavours ma,dee Ilvf)‘j‘d:l?:

"charitable and compassionate English to assist the people

penetrated to the distant villages, i
. ; ages, and the i i
forsook their homes in & body in the vain hope oléliizlct]?i?:ltj

those benevolent ¢ Fathers of the Poor.’ wWas
. e oor.”. '} -
sad, and was thus described by a contemp;:af;sﬁii:z:?

‘.Not"a tree near the sides of the roads leading to Madras

L c2
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but has the dead bodies of the fa.mlshed natives lymg
underneath 1t.’

India possesses no poor law such as is in force in Grean

" Britain to provide for her paupers. Each family looks
after its own poor; and the natives who have sufficient
wealth feed others, doing it as an act of charity, which
will bring them benefits in their next incarnation. » In
the old days the eflorts of the charitable were cuttailed
_by the want of transport. In the seventeenth and eight-
. eenth centuriés Englishmen and Brahmins alike had the
will, but there was no means of carrying it out. It was
not every district that was fortunate in having men rich
enough to relieve the distress in times of scarcity. This
fact, combined with the transport difficulty, caused all
" efforts at relief to fail, and the Government began to see
the necessity of taking up the matter. The result is that
in the present. day the dnty of feeding the starving
multitude is no longer borne by private individuals. A

~ system of relief works has béen inaugurated, and those
who are wnlhng to go to the centres established—where
water is procurable—and who are also willing to work'for
a dally wage, need not starve. The rice vull not rot
again upon the beach, for therc are adequatc means Now
of transporting the bags inland.

The natives of the south }\nogg,j,h(. prmupal famines
of their generation by certain names.’ Th(, one previous tc
1877 was called ‘the red wind fanfinc’ No one could
say why it received that naine. The famirie of 1877 was

i ‘ the greal famine,” so termed on account of its unusually
wide extent. The famine of ,1890-2, when the relie:

_ -works were established all over the country, was knowr

*. gs “ the fat coolie famine.” The word coolie has much the
. same meaning as journeyman.* It implies & day labourer
- oné who is pald by the day. The people who earned ¢

daily wage on the relief works were coolies; They grew

.
s

@
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fat npon the excellent rice doled out to them in paynient
of tHeir labour. Their appearance showed that they had
availed themselves of the help offered by (‘ﬁvcmment
Many of them would fain have kept it a secret from the
" more rigid members of their caste, who looked upon the
work as beneath their dignity, but there was no hiding
the fack. The pariahs and some of the lower castes were
not tfoubled with any scruples; but the higher cpstes
ghrank from-doing manual labour which was slfa,leﬂ with

the lower castes, althouvh there was nothing in the fasks’

‘that was contrary to their rules. The difficulty, hoary with

age, is the same'that has ever separated the pesple of India

into factions. It exists in the present. duy and prevents
them from uniting in any common cantse. It has been
said by theanore t*houghtful Hindus themselves that India

is held not so much by the power of the British sword as -

by the strength -of the divisions between the different
castes and peoples of the continent. As for some of the
higher castes, they refuse to labour on relief works, thouoh
they may be hard workmg agriculturists in thelr own
stricken districts. They prefer to starve rather than turn

*labourer, and they do starve and die. It is not easy to -

cympathlqe with a péople who deliberately choose starva-

tion and death in preference to performing an easy task E

for a liberal remuncration, more especially as the reason
for their refusal is founded on contempt for their fellow-
workers. . The iron rules of caste do not appeal to the
freedom-loving Englishman; he -has small patience with
the credulity gf the Hindu, who believes that dire misfor-
tuse will overtake him after death in the sha,pe cf inferior

.incarnations if he breaks his rules. Yet all is done that -

is possible to keep -the. most foolish person alive by the
bgnnvohnt rulers who watch over the jnterests of the
millions committed to their care. And some who com-
prehend the enormous hold .which caste has upon the



22 ON THE COROMANDEL COAST

Hindu are moved to pity rather than to anger. Tragic
" tales are told of the endurance and voluntary ‘sufferings of
_ some of the higher castes in the.* fat cooly famine.’

A Brahmin woman in mederately good circumstances.
lost ber husband just before the famine set in. Gradually
she and her children were brought to the verge of starva-
tion. She parled with her jewels one by one ungil therc
remained only the thali, her marriage badge. This, too, .
had to be sold like the rest, and there was absolutely

nothing else left upon whick she -could raise money to .-

buy food. The proceeds of the thali were very small, and
with the sum she purchased sufficient grain for one meal
and some sweetmeat. Mixing opium with the sweet-
stufl, she divided it between .herself and her family,

saying: What is the use of life to us who have no |

food ?”

, One of her children died, but she and the rest recovered.
The matter reached the ears of the police and she was
prosecuted for the murder of her haby. .The eldest
son, a lad of ecleven, made a mnoble attempt to save
his mother. He was examined by the magistrate, an
Englishman. ' ' ©

¢Did you know that the sweetstuff contained poison?’ .

<1 knew it, sir,’ replicd the boy. .
Do you know that opium is a poison that kills 7’
“Yes, sit.” . A -
¢ And your mother gave you the sweetstuff to eat ? -
. The boy glanced at the silent despondent woman as
though to reassure her, and answered:

¢ My mother did not give me the sweetstufl to eat.

I took it with my own hand and ate it of my own
free will.” . o o
‘«Knowing that there was death in it?’ .
< Knowing that I should die,” lied the boy firmly and
‘without hesitation -in. his gallant endeavour to save his

“ e e

" the East the term se
" sand, bathing-machines, gr

" touched it. As late as the beginning of

. half a mile from the spot where I passed through

. Cof
f A\
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mother from punishment. Needless to say the law did
'f}'?@ degn atz{@rf:ly /ith the poor creature. ' <

.o an Bugizii-nd that has had no experience of
conjuresup visions of yellow
~of happy children, idle
*d holiday. The long

'men and wornen taking a well-ex

T

straight shore -at Madras has noz;:«;::'»;g in common with
the English beach. Yellow sand the:- i3.in abundance
~.my foot first
nineteenth

in far greater abundance now than wis:

century the spray of the waves fell upon the ai#
Fort St. George, and there was no driving road

therbeach and the sea-gate. In 1877 the road hut been
made. At only a few yards distance from it the sk:icton

of & ‘wreck lay half buried in the sand. As the buliying
of the southern arm of the harbour’ progressed the’ oa
retreated, throwing up broad stretches of sand behin(vl;-.\s
antil now in the presen$ day the wavés break more then
surf. * Patches of vegetation are finding foothold in tb;
gend; and that prince of sandbinders, the goat’s-foéf;

“s creeper (Ipomaa pes-capre), is extending its strong arme;

adorned Wwith blue-green foliage and wine-coloured flower:

."of ‘the convolvulus form, over the very spot where thé, .

rolling wave sent our boat ashore with a mad rush of:

. tumbling water. Another marked feature has made its !

appearance since that time, altering the very character of 1
the beach and modifying its desolate look. Groves of f
¥

" casusrina trees—the Tinian pine (Casuarina muricata)—

Ij.a.vc—,‘ been planted. The tree grows readily in the loose !
yellow sand which even ‘the sandbinder takes time to :

. conquer. The fine drooping pine-like foliage is of a soft
sea-green, and the wind soughs through it with an_answer-
ing echo to the moan of the sea. The planten}l“ons at

' Madras are sufficiently thick and well-grown to “mask

L]
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large guns that someiimes booin across the water at a

floating target. - i e

In 1877 there was not » iree to bc seen l:mai‘the cocoa-
nut palm which girew furt: rland on the etlg( -of the
marshes of the river Coonst. = e glare upon; the beach
under the mldday sun Wik ant nup!- .zant experience as 1

' landed, and 1 looked in vam for some xind o} shelter To-

~ the right was Blacktown, now called Georertown ; fo the
left was the fort with 1ts lew thick wails c:nmea.?md the
¢ terraced houses within. ~As I waited, Whl I msband
w was carried through the s surf as I had been; my .,urloqlty
" was not unmingled with atouch of dismay.; The heat of
the sun, the da.z7lmrr hght, the dusty sand stirred by the
{eet” of the fa.mme-wallahs the crowd of dark creatures
staring at fae with a greater curiosity than myp own, the
clamouring porters and noisy touts for carriages, above all
the discordant foreign tongue, produccd a sensation of
helplessness and bewilderment that can never be for-
- gotten.  'When ‘the luggage reached the shore it was

seized by a horde of gesticulating Hindus, who seemed to .

hurry away to the four p'oints of the compass with it.
However, we succeeded in gathering it together, and 1t
was placed upon a hired gharry, one of those antiquated

conveyances which are now relegated to the exclusive use .

N of‘v the native. The coachman sat upon the roof, and his
large bare feet almost filled up the front window that
-should have let in air. He was directed to drive to the

Capper House Hotel, chosen on account of 4ts proximity .
to the sea. - It was a long drive by a road that ran

parallel with the sea. We passed under the walls of the
fort and by Cup;d s Bow, a fine open space with a band-
stand enclosure in the centre. Here the English residents
came every evening in their carriages to enjoy the sea-
. breezes and the music. Here the matches were said to
be made, and hence the name by which the spot-was
. ) /

\¥
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known. Now it'is deserted by the sea and by Cupid. The -
bard no longer plays there and the matches are made
elsewhere.

Capper House “still qtands upon the beach near the
sea, but it is buried in a casuarina grove that has sprung
up since we spent-our first night in India.-” The house
was named after Colonel Capper, who built it at the end -
of iffe cighteenth century as a private dwelling-house
when he retired from the command of the Madras Artillery
at St. Thomas’s Mouns. It isa fine building, pillared with
polished chunam columns that look like marble Here,
apparently, the famine had actually penetrated, for the

. native manager 8f the hotel came to us an hour after our
arrival and borrowed two rupees with which to purchase.

provisionss—80 he said—for dinner that evening and break-

fast the next morning. He boldly pleaded the famineas *

a reason for his destitution and. the necessity for a loan.

Subsequent experlence with the natives and poor Kura- . -

sians raised e% doubt ln our mmds as te the truth-of his

-~ gtafement. %

Indeed, the famine entered into everv topic.of conver- .
sation, and served as an excuse for all kinds of actions.
Well-to-do Eurasians came to beg—becausc of the famine.
They lost their employment and pleaded for help——because -
of the famme They could not come to church or send -
their childrento school—because of the famine. . It even
penetra.ted to the Europeans, and ladies excused them-
selves fror 6ffering hospitalify—because of .the famine. -

"1 was given to understand that Madras was a very

different sort of place before it was overbhadowed by the'

‘calamity.

At that time Frederick Gell was, the 1)1shop of’ the
diocese, and Charles R. Drury was the archdeacon. The
former, who was away on tour at the time, was tall and
very thm in ﬁgure, & grea.t contrast to the archdeacon,
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who had a ﬁne presence which his archidiaconal. dress dls-""
played to &dvantage A littlo later, when 1 bad ntade -
some acquaintances in Madras, I remarked on his hand-
some face and adnma,b’e muportmns to a lady of thel;
cathedral congregatm,]% 1 observed that his calves wero f - 4 _
worthy of his gaiters. =~ She replied with a sigh, as though..| . 1 .
regretting departed »"Iorles ‘Abh ! you should have seen i i CHAPTER IIL
them before the famine.’ e ' : L
. ' ! MADRAS CATHEDRAL AND CONGREGATION .

It is prudent to live on good terms with one’s cook, with ballad-mongers,

“with doctors, with magicians, with the rulers of one’s country, with rich " -

"people, and with obstinate folk.—Sroxa. .

My husband was gazetted to the ]omt chaplamcy ab
St. George & Cathedral in Madras, .an appointment he
held for eighteen months. His colleague was the arch-:
deacon, with whom he divided ‘the duty. The bishop
assisted whenever .he was in residence, but he was away
on tour for more than half- the year ) LT :
_Bt. Georges Cathedral -is one of the most’ bxautlful ,

' bulldlngs in Indxa It was erected in iSla-;‘lS on Lhoultry A

&

Pla:{‘lhﬁ plain in the elghteenth century was an open

tract-of land lying between the fort and the jungle that
extended to St. Thomas's Mount. The early occupa,fxtcs of
Fort St. George, never free from fear of land attacks,
were -careful to keep the plain open and clear of any -
undergrowth ‘that might form cover for. an enemy. The °
untry must have presented a very different appearance .

i that which it now has with its. beautiful avenues
fro ded compounds It was the French who caused -
and W(()):t uneasiness. They threatened more than once
zgebg:ome a serious rival to the Fnglish Company on the |

- Coromande] Coast, and in 1’{'46 were actually in possession
of the fort itself. Again, in 1758, thgy were before the
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walls, and were with difficulty driven back. It was not

-until Pondicherry was taken {rom them (1761} thai The
- fears of the English wore allayed; and then, as I8 so
" often the case where thore i & remetion sfter long
tension, the switg of the pendulum earricd t}

1 t0 the
other exsreme, and the Enylish becams over-confident in

their safety. P
One of the servants of the Cowpany, o Mr."Mackay,
offered o buy or lease a large poriion of t‘?;c;'.Chcnltry
Plain for the purpose of érectingdweﬁings for himself.
and his fellow-countrymen. .The Company was very
unwilling to make the concession. Though the power of
the French was believed to be broken with the fall of
JPondicherry, it was impossible to tell what the future
might hold in store ; they still had a grip upongthe land.
Mackay succeeded, however, in obtaining his desire, and’
he set about raising the first of a long succession of noble
buildings, which have frequently, and ot without reason,
been called the palaces of Madras. His house relains its
name, and is known as Mackay’s Gardens. = '~ .
-, The fears of -the Company proved to be not without
. foundation. Urged by the French, Haider Ali'myade war
upon the English, and in 1769 threatened to déscend upon
Madras itself. The terrified inhabitants of the garden
~ houses at St. "Thomas’s Mount and upon the Chaultry
- Plain fled to the fort for protection. The scare ended
* in a treaty, & kind of peace-at-any-price ‘compact, which
vas not to the credit of the English.- e :
This treaty is said tohave been signed at onc of the

houses built upon the Choultry Plain. It was known Jater |

as Blacker’s Gardens, probably on account, of its having
had for some time as its oceupant Colonel Valentine
. Blacker, a distinguished officer in the Company’s service

- (Cavalry) ‘and author of a history of the Mahratta war.

. Haider Ali was encamped near Madras at the time, and

a

\V
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};e'expressed himself as being in fear gf C({lopel:Joseph’
Sufith, who was nicknamed by the natives f&s.c.afd iung, .
the Lion of War. While dictating ‘terms, the 1\.‘ydso;e
Prince demanded that the dreaded Assad Jgng shm}l h_e
kept out of the way, and he refusqd to negotiate unlcsst‘xs\\
request was complied with. Smith was ordered to re ntg -
to thes north, which he did. The Government a,]amm}eJ
for Blacktown, with the 'Mysorem}s S0 near, re(_:alled tbe
Tion of War, and he returned with alacrity, only to be
told to keep his distance once more. The treaty ;vgms -
executed on April 3, 1769; and the dwellers on..the %) ?1111
and at St. Thomas’s aMount_re.t;lrned to their palatial .
:idences.with restored equaninity. o
rcs}dBiﬁZiz:stardéns stan%s on the west side of the:Mount
Road, neay the village of Teynampet, and qloss'g.to it on
the same side is & smaller house, whlck%, tra.d?tl‘on s?lty‘s,
was occupied later by the Duke of Wellington ;-but j1 1ts ’
more probable that he resided Wlth’ the tx:oopskm the- tor ,
where a house near the St. Thomé gate 18 pomtetii out as |
i been his quarters. - T
hayi]:xg 10’;18053 Cuddalor?; surrendered to,?h_e I l:ench, W}.lo ' |
supported Tippoo ;. Madras was once again stirred to. 1:3 ‘
very . ceitre by panic. The Enghsh Army_went_ into -
11 ténments' on the Choultry Plain, anfl the .n}ha.b'lta.nm
czfl-nthe arden houses fled to the fort in anticipation of
:c)he speegc{y advent of Tippoo and his allies. In 1784 peace
was made, and the disturbed householder_s returned go their
homes on tife plain. . The troops remained under canvas
in clogse proximity for several years. . The Comrixalxlz.dez- .
Chief .occupied a housge. (now knowh as the Elp 1gls_tonb N
Hotel) standing near the-Mount Road, and the mi 1£arz
orders were dated from “ Headquarters, Choultry Plain :
early half a century. - In 1_794‘6 there were no fewer
f;?xiz.ﬁ five English regiments Vencampeq there.. The fort
was crowded with the infantry and artillery belonglgg to
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: Com.lx,:afl,v > epd ﬁhele was 1o room fof the Kine'
troops within is.walls, =~ 3t gs

* The commencenient ine
corimencenient of the nineteenth contury saw the

poer of Tippoo broken and the “ Tiggs o
5 ppoo broiten and the “Tiger ¢f Mvsore” him-

sy

self slain, "Wipnoa’ ‘
heatts of thi% poo’s death puf an end fo,sll feav in the |
ts of the inhsbitants of Madras. *'hey mimie | >

g ° & 2lady

tlflezlr garden houses where they pleased without Y
ofl fieeing tecki ‘P' e

eing to the fort for protection. . Roads were thade

14

avenues of trees were planted, and b

i

utzini gardens were

1tn tlle ]da S[l 18 it e
! Vi €ex end;t’ re t! &L Fony Led & tlm

. :;'ll;egpfn'ghshmgg ‘loo.ked upon Tndin a.s.‘ahéir home for

vne best part of their lives. L
Qe le?tue ;}}Srn;}x:ist otfh t%x,ese luxurions homes a spot was
o eted fo ca eﬁml,- and a park-liks enclosure was

A1 'Planted with trees. 'The ‘as- raised
f}artly by privatc donations; bub the greater p'(‘)érttédilaiz;s '
| W::;f;?h}t of zv],lottery, a method which wounld not meet

vith ‘the approval of the Governjueni nor of thé ecclé
_slastical authorities in the present dav ) o ewle’-
by fgrﬁlzl;:e I:ILlLterlos,' which were "u};ez; legal, were sta’rtef‘l‘

Y priy begprise in Madras in.1795 us & means of
providing money to support charitics—the Male Asyl X
and others—connected with S, I‘.’T;:.rv":; Church i the
fort. Government impesed one ?mm u ]fl)lzlcnfilfl t'he

’l?ot.ers,,but; oth_erwise did not inte‘ra‘eré ~for fhe ﬁrlgt 1;411(:\;
. gj:;; ,ré&nzfz’gafzr;hport-min of ¢ ie sum was %0.be set asi;ie
oo e top a?l ; f;, Toxds sxd bridges of Madras by which
D veni;;; nd ; 1e ‘%‘u{o?c}fnsg@uld equully. benefit, '
Loese vanty eve called » ihe Malt-Asylum and Road *
es,” and they specany sprang into popularity with

. all clasges”

4y ¢ 3 ‘ N "
mmﬁeﬂ:ge‘nllygii and 1805 fourteen lakhs of rupees werg
used, ! E;av-:lc thlrtcen~ Jakhs went in prizes and one
ch & nb'lfl‘ y. - Ip 1805 the management grew beyond
¢ capabilitics of the fow privaté individuals in whose

& thought

A\

MADRAS CATHEDRAL AND CONGREGATION 31

&

hands it had rested hitherto, and a committee was ap-
pointed to inquire into it. By the advice of 'this com-
mittee a directorate was formed of six members, three
being servants of the Company and three free merchants;
.and an agent, who was not in the service of Government,
was to act as secretary and manager on a fixed salary.
Tram 1805 to 1844 the Madras lotteries continued to
flouriSh. In 1844 the system was suppressed throughout
the British Empire and the lotteries came to an end.
Up to that date considerable sums were devoted out of
the proceeds to the roads of Madras. At the beginning
of the century these were in a bad condition, having been
cut up by the carriage of heavy artillery, ammunition and.
commissariat stores, and they required remaking. Under
the directiqn of Major T. F. De Havilland of the Madras
Engineers the roads were remade on the plan—then quite
new—invented .by M‘Adam, who was known to fame .
later (1821) as the best roadmaker in England. Besides
. the roads, which still testify to De Havilland’s excellent
. work, several handsome b%ges spanning the Cooum were
' puilt at various points, fa¢ litating the increasing- trafiic
,of the town.  Charities in the Mother country also bene-
fited by tHe Madras lotterics. ' B
Colonel ' James Lillyman Caldwell, afterwards K.C.B.,,
‘was Chief of the Madras Engineers at the time of the
projection of the scheme for building ghe cathedral, and -
he was called upon to furnish the pla He had already
distinguished kimself at the taking of Bangalore (1791),
where he was wounded, and he was accounted an able
and distinguished officer. It seems strange that the man
:2¢ war should be called upon to design a cathedral; but
the Government engineer, even in these days, has to turn
his hand to many things which ‘would not be in his
pfovince in’ England. Caldwell proved himself equal to
the occasion, and provided the builgiing committee with

-
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plans of wk h any modern architect might reasonably be

proud. o
The exccution of the design wasleft to his subordinate,

© the road-making, bridge-building De Havilland, who carried

it’ ont thoroughly and toethe entire satisfaction of the
promoters. '

Colonel T. Fiott De Havilland belonged to a Ggernsey

family., He joined the Madras Engineers in 1792, and

took part in the crushing of TlppOO, thu Tiger. His name-

had been bcfore the public in connexion with what the
authorities were pleased to call a mutiny of the officers,
a severe term which overstated the case. It was practi-
cally & protest on the part of the Company’s military
officers against certain existing conditions of their service,
which they held to be unfair. They had petjtioned the
Goverpment for redress, butin vain. One grietance which
had for years weighed heavily upon all military men in
the Company’s service was the fact that they were not
in the King's service, and were not therefore looked upon
as officers at all by the officers of the King. Their
anomalous posjtion rendered them liable to supersession

by younger men holding the King’s commission. Another,

grievance was the deprivation of the Command@r-in-Chief

of his seat in council, whereby they considered that they

as a body were no longér represented in the Government.
There were other matters which also required refor-
mation ; but to ail appeals a deaf ear was turned, and
when it was no longer possible to ignore their complaints,
Government e\pxcssed its displeasure¢ and demanded a
pledge that no further proceedings would be taken.
Needless to say the officers declined almost to & man to
sign such a pledge, and their action was regarded as
" equivalent to a mutiny. Three hundred of the malcon-
tents were arrested, deprived of their swords, and sent to
"Pondicherry, which was then in the hands of the English.
. . - .

) -
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De Havilland ‘was among the number, and o little later
be, avith many others, was dismissed from the service.
‘When the Government ‘had had time. to cool and had
examined more closely into the matter, they recognised
that they had acted hastily, and had deprived themselves
of the services of their best and most experienced officers. .
The cquntry had barely settled down after the devas-
tating” wars with the Mysoreans and Mahrattas, during
which the Company had sustained severe losses in officers

‘and men; they could ill afford to lose the services of

a smgle individual, more especially. if he had ‘already
gained experience in the field. .The sudden suspension of
three hundred left them short-handed, on all sides—
infantry, artillery, and engineers—and they found it eg-
pedient togescind the -order of dismissal as soon as they

- felt it to be compatible with their digdity.

- In 1812 De Havilland, with the majority of the
culprits, was recommissioned and appointed to Madras.
Three years later he was throwing himself heart and soul
into the construction of the beautiful cathedral of Whlch :

. Madras is so justly proud.

The polished chunam: pillars are amonc the best
specimens known of that peculiar work, The cement is

made from a small bivalve of whltey grey colour.  The
shells are gathered at the mouths of rivers by the Muckwas.
They are ground into a fine powder which is made into
a kind of cement, This is plastered over bnckwork and
when dry takes a fine polish, presenting every appearance
of pure white marble.

Aft~ the cathedral was built, De Ha,vﬂla,nd was
request.d to lay out the cemetery and enclose it." The
spot chosen ‘was'to the east of the building; and it was
planted with ornamental trees.. But before he, ‘hady
finished his task a dire. misfortune overtook him. " His .
wife died, and was laid to rest in the unfinished cemetery.

- -~ . D
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She was the Sest person-for. whom the sod was broken.
The concluding words engraved upon her monumen?y are
as follows: ‘She stands first in the awfal book, and gives
a date to the register.” She was the daughter of T. de
Sausmerez, of Guernsey, Altorney-General in that igland,
- and sh3 was taken at the early age of thirty-five.

. The cathedral was consecrated by Bishop Middleton '

(1816), and the property was vested in the names of four
trustees — Geotge Stratton, John D.- Qgilvie, George
_Garrow, and Richard Clarke. :

George Stratton came ol a family that had known
Madras for a century past, and was connected with the
Tiockes (of whom the philosopber was & member), Cheirys,
Lights, and other well-known names in the Presidency.
At the time of the building of the cathedral he was a
member of .the commission appointed by Government for
revising the internal administration of the country, and
third judge of the Sudder Court. Ogilvic was Mint-

_master, and George Garrow was Accountant-Gener‘al.v
He also belonged to a family that had known Madras for
balf a century. Mr. J. J. Cotton says of the Garrows:

The Garrows are connccted in an interesting - way
“with the family of Anthony Trollope. His e}(fer brother,

_ Thomas Adolphus, also an author, married in 1848 Theo-
dosia, only daughter of’ Joseph Garrow (d. 1853), who
was the son of one of these (Madras) Garrows by a high-
caste native lady. Mrs. Trollope died at Florence in
1865. Her literary tastes are celebrated by’ Liandor in his
lines ““To Theodosia Garrow,” and it was at the Villino

" Mrollope that George Jiliot stayed as a guestrin 1860.”

In 1877 the lay trustces of the cathedral, who per-
formed the duties of churchwardens as well as fulfilling
the trust, were Surgeon-Major King, M.D,, Colonel J. W.
Rideout, and Mr. (now Sir) Leslie Probyn, the Accountant-
General: Dr. King wuas the anonymous -author of a

L3

- enjoyed the warm climate of the town in which he w

AW
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brochure that appeéred,x.s\hortly after this date in ﬂ
colufnng of' the leading newspaper of Madras ‘Tlle
Madras Mail.” It was called ‘ The Leaky Palace ”a, d M:
 created a good deal of amusement at the time | ’Wrx'ltt :
in an archaic style, it made fun of Governm;ant Hlo o
at Ootacamund, upon which a considerable .amountusi
mo.ne.y‘dla.d heen spent in an endeavour to mal ¥
building water-tight. o e the
_ Archdeacon Drury, with whom my husbs |
clate(.i at St. George’s Cathedral, \V’asytlleszgzdo?laé aSS:-
Dominic Drury, of the Company’s Civil Service e(f{f'e
mother was Marianne Graham, the daughter of C‘ -IS.
G‘rra,.ham, Yvho distinguished himself in the wars 1'nﬂéneuid
'Indla. during the latter part of thé eishteenth ce ’:) e
The archdegcon was born at Pondicherr; in 1823 I;lury.
sent home to b_e educated.at Eton. Report said ,t?lnt ‘Z’;}’«S
i)suke of Buckingham, wl}o was Governor of Madzrta,s 'e'
)77,; and' also-an old Etonian, had once been Drury’s f .
‘ In the absence of the bishop on tour, the a.rch}c'lS -
P]a,yed the'a part of guide, pkilosopher, and friend teazgn
newly .a.rrlved’ chaplain. By his invitation we o apied
half his h%use. He was living by himself ; hif; C.Fupled
second Mrs. Drury, being in England. His, first ‘Vz}fz’vf'};:

! * Martha Mary, the daughter of the R
. s y > Rev. R
Rector of Fontmell, in Dofsetshire. Her lg)zatﬁef a&if:

tenant Salkeld, was one of the devoted band that blew in

" the Cashmere gate at Delhi (1857), ) i

The archddacon’ was a popular man, kind and éoniﬁl '

" toall. His name will live in Madras in connexion with

the building of Emmanuel Church in South Georgetown

" and of the Parcherry School for poor Kurasians now

known by hisname. As archdeacon h

. bRl e “7 i

in the right place. " He liked the work a‘:nghi;ﬁ'};flgﬁn
! §aly

obliged to live. A ¢: hi b
‘g d 8 4 Fulc, his health was. excellent ;

» .
» 2
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but it bappened while we were with him that he was
indisposed. His medical attendant thought that it Wwould
be advisable if he took three months’ privilege leave to
the hills. He locked dubicus over the suggestion, and
remarked: ‘The doctor says I've got gastric catarrh.

I don’t know what it is; it sounds like a musical instru-.

ment. I suppose I h‘Ld better take his 'LdVICG' and go
away.’

.rcsb of his leave and returned to Madras. Never was
holiday-maker more glad to be back than he was.  Accord-

ing to his account, he shivered the day in and shivered'

it out on the hills. He left Ootacamund without any

regret, rejoicing more than a little when he found

‘himself back again in the warm, humid -atmosphere of
Mettapollium ut the foot of the Nilgiris. At the énd of

his - service he went home and took the living of West:

Hampnett, in England, wheee he died in 1891.

Among the residents of Madras then were 13, F. Car-
- michael (Chief Secretary), Sir William Robinson {Member
of Council), I.. C. Innes {Judge of the High Court), H. E.
Sullivan (Member of Couneil}, Sir Leslie Probyn (Accouu-
tant-General; brother of Sir Dighton Probyn who raised
Probyn’s Horse), and Sir llenry Bliss, who was appomted
by Government to reorganise the Salt Depurtment. Colonel
S. H. E. Chamier was a Mutiny veteran, having gone up
- with the Madras Artillery to take part in its suppression.
Colonel Thomas Tennunt was liead of tHe Gaol Depart-
ment. Major Conway Gordon stands out a clear, distinet
figure in the past—a tall, spare, soldierly man, afterwards
head of the railway department at Simla. He was a
keen fisherman, and learned to marage the Muckwa's

log-boat, sitting astride with his feet in the water like

o mnative. , Report said that he wore black stockings
on these expeditions to escape the notice-of the sharks.

He went, but at the end of & month he ca,ncelled the‘
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A native is seldom niolested by a shark, but the white skin
of tlte European is as attractive as the bit of white cloth -
with which the fishermen bait their hooks when fishing
for sharks. I'or this reason sea-bathing is not sa.fe for
Englishmen beyond the breakers.

Louis TForbes and R. Kindersley were Judges of the
High Ceurt. Sportsmen of that time will remember the
pleasant breakfasts given to the Meet by Mr. Forbes.

-Among others were C..G. Master, Colonel Tom Weldon, -

.(‘olonel Moberly, and Colonel Gutherie (head of the
Police). - Sir Frederick Price (of the Civil Service) lived ,
at Saidapett, between Madras and St, Thomas’s Mount.

" Colonel Kenney Herbert, slterwards ‘well known by the

nom-de-Juerre of Wyvern, was-& great antnorlty on the
art of cooking, and ox wrned the gxatefnl thanks of all
Anglo-Indian housewives by his works on _that subject.
Captain Evans Gordon, M.P., whosc name of recent years
has been connected with legwlatlcn on.the alien question,
was one of the duke’s aides. Diajor Bertie Hobart was

" the Military Sceretary, & man whose old-fashioned court-;
" liness and peifect dress, af a pericd when the ¢ Saturday

Review ' was. fulminating its criticisms on the young .
people of the day, reminded us of Talleyrand.

* Among the medival-men were Surgeon- Major 1 M. C.
Turnell, M.D., the eq-discoverer of the use of chloroform ;
Surgeon-Geneval C ormug, M.D., upon whom was con-
ferred a C.L 1. for services rendpred during the famine;
Surgeon-Major "Uockerill, one of the very few men who
had seen sorviee in the Crimea as well as in China and
the Mutiny. Wi«'i,'a Donald was DaPuty-Accountant- ‘
General, one of the best-kaown, best-liked men in the
Prpqdm 3 Kind- -hearted and genetous he was ever
resdy £o help in any case of need, and was much given to
hos ‘v. He and his wife kept open house to all their

4y

it
sick Lendq up-countiy who were obhge& to pay visits to -
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Madras for medicaladvice. For a time he was one of thi
. lay trustecs ot the cathedral, and was most helpful to the
" . cathedral chaplains while filling that pdsition. H. A.
Tarrant was a burrister. His wife took a deep interest
in the cathedral. The beantiful embroidery which still
adorns the altar was the work of her clever fingers. Sit
Charles A. Lawson stood at the helm -of the e Madras
Mail,” with- Henry Cornish as his colleague, editors and
part proprietors of the daily paper which Sir Charles built
up-on a firm fonndation until it ranked foremost of all the
journals of the Presidency, a place it still .maintains.
H. R.-P. Carter was Chief Engineer of the Madras Rail-
way. Reddy Branson, a barrister, was a & remarkable per-
sonality among the leading natives of Madras. Born of
English parents in the country, he was a perfect master
of the Tamil language. The native gentlemen gave him
/thelr confidence and trusted him with their most intimate
" concerns. Fis knowledge of them and of their innermost
thoughts was unique.. John Shaw was an expert gardener,
. and threw himself heart and soul into the development of
the Botanical Gardens and the annual flower-shows held
in the grounds. He lived in the house near the gardens,
which was afterwards occupied hy the Bishdp8 of Madras
in turn. Helaid out the garden, which is the most artistic
in Madras. He was succeeded gs sccretary of the Botanical
Gardens by J. Steavenson, who was equally enthusiastic
over horticulture, and ever ready with advice and encourage-
ment for the amateur gardener struggling under tropical
difficulties. . A lady once wrote to him to say that a tree
“in her compound, which she had r'ecently obtained from
the Botanical Gardens, was showing signs of decay and
. had the appearance of being blasted. Steavenson rephed
prompily that-he would come at once ‘Lnd examlne hex
blasted trge. -
'T‘he bommander-ln Chief dir Neville Chambprlmn

[}
¢
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“had his hes dqriarters at Ootacamund w»db.xl; visited the

Preaidency town as occasion required. Sir Neville wus
the heau ideal of a soldier, with handsome features, of a
fine figure well set up, and gracious of mauner. The

geneml officer who, commanded the district at that time

was small in statare. “He possessed a charger that was
over sigteen hands, a perfect animal with but one draw-
back a% far as his owner was concerned. It was impossible
for the general to mount him without asgistance. 'This
was obtained from the syce, who leaned forward on all-
fours until his back presented a suitable ¢ jossing-block.”
The general ‘stepped up and the man gently elevated hlm
until the stirrup was reached.

The Commander-in-Chief had heard of the general’s
method of mountmg, but had never witnessed it._, One
day on parade in Madras a spirit of mischief seized him
and he dismounted. If is etiquette for the rest of the

staff to dismount if the ohief sets the example-, and the

general had no alternative but to follow suit. " When the
chief remounted, the staff had to regain their saddles also
with as little delay as possible. The general was per-
. plexed for the moment ; but his syce solved the difficulty
without the least hesitation. Going down on all fours.

v as usual, he presented the helpful human jossing-block,’

which his master made use of, regardless of the smiles
of his fellow officers.

Sir Neville Chamberlain distinguished hlm\(,lf in thn
Mutiny and ewas present at the taking of Delhi. Liord ~
Roberts served under hlm and mentions his name fre-
quently in his memoirs. He says there that Sir Neville )
was a great supporter of Colonel Richard Baird-Smith, who
eng,neered the attack. Colonel Baird-Smith as a young
man entered the Madras Engineers and arrived at Fort .-
St George in 1838. A year later he was sent to Bengal
to a.,smt Slr Pxoby Cautley in makmg the. Doab Canal
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But Baird-Smith was not destined to spend his life making
ditches. - He -saw service at Aliwal and Sobraon (1816)
and ‘at Chilianwalla and CGujerat (1848). In 1855 he
returned to Madras to visit the chief irrigation works o
the Presidency. - .
In 1857 Baird-Smith was at Roorkee, where, by his
prompt action and quick foresight, he saved that station
from an outbreak. In the last week of June he was
directed to proceed to Delhi, which at that time had
fallen into the /hands of the mutineers. Barnard, whe
was in command, decided to make an attack upon the
town. Lord Roberts writes thus of Baird-Smith: *On
the morning of the day on which it had been arranged
that the assault should be made, the staff at Delhi received
& most valuable addition in the person of Licutenant-
_ Colonel Baird-Smith of the Bengal Engineers. Sum-
moned from Roorkee -to take the place of the chief
engineer, whose health had broken down, Baird-Smith
. was within sixty miles of Delhi on July 2, when the news
of the intended movement reached him. He started .at
once and_ arrived in camp early on the 8rd, but only to
find that the assault had been postponed.” The post-
ponement was a wisc decision. The engineers *and artil-
lery were weak and unequal to the task. Baird-Smith
set about strengthening thew at once. Soon after his
arrival Barnard died of choleta, and the command eventu-
ally devolved upon Sir Archdale Wilson. Wilson had
very little hope of taking the town, but, as $iord Roberts
says: ¢ Fortunately for.the.continuance of our rule in
India, Wilson had about him men who understood, as he
was unable to do, the impossibility of our remaining any

longer as we were. They -knew that either Delhi must-:

be taken or the army before it be withdrawn. The man
to whom the commander looked for counsel under these
conditions —Baird-Smith of the Bengal Engineers—proved

.
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himself worthy of the high and responsible position in
whizh he was placed. He, too, was ill. Naturally of &
delicate constitution, the climate and exposure had told
upon him severely, and the diseases from which he was
suffering were aggravated by a wound he had recoived’

soon after his arrival in camp. He fully appreciated the * . .

tremengdous risks which the assault involved, but, in his
opinioqh, they were less than those of delay. Whether
convinced or not by his chief engineer"s arguments,
“Wilson accepted his advice and directed him to prepare

-a plan of attack.’

These ‘preparations were completed by September 7, -
and Baird-Smith was allowed to open his batteries upon .
the walls of the town.  On the night of the 13th, two .
-breaches having been made, he urged Wilson to attack

- without further delay. Even after the English troops had -

successfully entered the town, Wilson’s heart sank within

" him over the completion of the task at the cost of life it

must involve. Prudence prompted him to retire lest his -
whole force should be well-nigh annihilated in the supreme
moment of victory. But with Baird-Smith at his elbow ]
.no such fatal mistake was made. When Wilson appealed

. to him fof advice as to whether he should hold on to the

position his reply was: ¢We must hold on.” One of
Baird-Smith’s supporters was Sir Neville Chambe_rlam.
He, knowing the bent of Wilson's mind, sounded Nichol-

. son on the subject. ¢ The dying Nicholson advocated the

same course with almost bLis latest breath. © So angry and
excited was he when be was told of the general’s sug-
gestion to retire that he -exclaimed: ““Thank God! I
have strength yet to shoot him, if neccssary.”’ ‘
On September 23 BairdlSmith gave up the command
of the Engineers at Dclhi. He returned to Roorlfee by
easy marches to lie up and nursc his wound, which by
this time was aggravated by neglect and exposure. The
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Wound healed, but hlS health was never proppﬂ) re-
stored. In 1861 there was a great famine in Bengal, end
.Baird-Smith was sent lo inquire into its cause and to
_Teport on the best method of preventing such calamities
in the fnture.  Again the self-devoted servant of Govern-
ment threw himself into the tasle allotted to him, giving
no thought or care to his health, Wlth the result fJ.wt he,
broke down completely. He was-ordercd Liome, bit the
step was taken too late. - He reached the Madras iloads
.and died there on board the Candia.- His body was
Ianded, and he was buried with full military honours in
. Bt. Mary's cemetery on the island. Mr. H. G. Kecne,
C.LE., who knew him, says: ‘ He was a man-of singular
intelligence and versalility—a welcome guest wherever he
went.” His grave is marked by a modest slgb of grey
granite. A floral qross is engraved on the rccumbent
stone with the name and the date of his death. There is
not a word abaul the docds hc dld nor of the honours he
won.

- He married (18’ 6) 'mt the catlredml Calcutt&, I'lorence
Blizabeth de Quincey, the sccond daughter of the author.
Of this same lady Mr. Hogg, writing on family resem-
blances in « Harper's Magazine’ for February 1890, says:
*On one of my visits to the Houscs of Parlinment, while
passing t}nouOh one of the corridors, I was ‘startled by
the features of a sculptured figure quite unknown to me.
The thought flashed, how strikingly that face resembles
Miss Florence de Quincey. She was always remarkable
for her pale statuesque, beauty. On reading the inscription
I found that the figure was actually that of her ancestor,
Saher de Quincey, Earl of Winchestor. When 1 returned
to'Edinbmgh""I reported to de ('WuiLcey this singular
rescinblance of “the effigy of the old carl {0 his daughter
over a gap of some five centuries.’ The Opium-Eater
was much taken with the rescmblahce, but he was unable

(]l
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to find any historical proof of £ the relationship. He clung,

Ahoﬁ? ever, 19 the belief- *hau he was u,wended from .the

oreal earl, a tnough the earldom came to an end and the ¢
property was dividefl between heiresses in the thirtcenth
century, malunu a gap between T homam de ‘Quincey’s
emelicst known ancestor and.ithe Tast carl of pearly four

‘bundged years., The feat ures of the statue must have

peen evolved from the braih of the seulptor, and the work
could not have been a likeness. Mrs. Baird-Smith sur-
vived her Husband for morb than forty years and dled ab

the beginning of the twentzuh century.

-
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CHAPTER IV
THE BISHOP AND THE ARCHDEACON

Kings look for war, wisked men for duarrels; but good men look.only
for peace.—SyroxA.

F'rEDERICK GELL, the Bishop of Madras in 1877, was
the fourth son of the Rev. Philip Geil. He was born
at Matlock Rectory in Derbyshire, 1820. Ifis mother
belonged to a Cheshire family named Dod, one of whom
was a friend of Bishop Heber.

‘When Philip Gell was appointed curate-in- charge of
Matlock the rector was non-resident. Miss Dod and her
sister lived ab the rectory. The curate was speedily
saptivated, and before long he became engaged to the
ady. They were married and took up their residence
it the rectory, where they lived for twenty-two years.
\ large family was born to them numbcnng thirteen,
vight of whom lived.

Frederick Gell and his elder brothers were educated
mder Dr. Arnold at Rugby. Philip Gell in one of his
etters to his son (1835) described the doctof as- truly a
nan of fierce countenance, but: ‘of a kind and affectionate
isposition.” In the followmg 'a? the careful father,
vho possessed strong evangelic opinions, “warned -his
on against worshipping. A':nolcfa" ‘While expressing a
ope that he would get much good from him, he said
hat some of the boys ma.de an idol of Arnold and would
ot believe that their beloved headmaster could hold a

g}i‘
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(wrona opinion. “But he is not mfalhble, concluded

P}ﬁhp Gell: , :

At that time there was & notable group of boys at the
school, who were afterwards to dxstlnguxsh themselves
in various .spheres of actlon A’ small volume called -

« Memorials of Bishop Gell,’ prmted at the press belong-

) ing tp the Society for Promoting’ Christian Knowledge,

Madras (1900), contains some of ‘Bishop Gell's letters.
One, written in reply to an lnv;tatlon from Liord Sand-
hurst to a Rugby dinner held in Bombay, July 30, 1898,
describied his schoolfellows thus:— -

‘I went to Rugby at the beginning of 1834 and left in -

the middle of 1839.. Arnold’s two most distinguished
pupils finished their school course at the end of my first
half. Stanley, to fulfil a briliant career at Oxford. then
to become Canon of Canterbury and, in due fime, Dean
of Westminster, and- a faithfu] writer of history and
essays ; and Vaughan, after a no'less brilliant eareer at.
Cambridge, to be Headmaster of- Harrow, and afterwards
Master of the Temple and Dean of Llandaff, and a no
less fruitful composer: of excellent sermons. Other
uobeums of my day who dist mguished themselvep were
Clouvh “the poet ; Hughe the author of the popular
book “ Tom Brown " ; Fox, the first Rugby missionary,
the founder with hxs colleague Noble, of the C.M.S.

Mission to the eighteen mllllon Telugus in Tastern India.

His earcer was a bnef one of a few years between 1840
and 1850. Bui the mission he began grew, and is now
represented by fourteen Iiuropean clergy and seventecn
Telugus. - Then, teo, there was Bradley, now Stanley’s
successor, as Dean of VVestmlmater and -Matthew Arnold -
of literary celebrity, eldest son of the great Headmaster.

¢« Qeveral came out to Indis: Seton-Karr, who rose
to high office in Calcutta; Sherer of the North- \Vest'
Provmces, a pleasant Wnter of Indian remzmscences
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and Hodson, who fell at Delhi. Arbuthnot, a Madras
civilian, who rose to be Member of Council, then Meniber
of the Supreme Council, Caleutta, with the. significant
" letters K.C.S.1. attiched to his namo 23, and ‘then Member

of the Indian (Jounul whxoh post he hab only 1ecently .

- vacated. .
‘Adam was also my comcmpomry, who was @n the
- Governor’s staff, Bombay, I believe, for some years, and
- afterwards came out as Governor of Madras, which
appointment he held for about a year and then died.

¢ These are a fow of the many Rugbeians whom I re-
member and knew. They were all men of high principle,
who used the advantage of the Christian and manly educa-
tion they had received under Dr. Arnold for mitigating.
‘the evils around them, and promotmg righteonsness and
prosperity to the best of their powers.’ ,

Bishop Gell’s friendship with Bradley remained to
the end of his life; and, though they seldom met, they
continued to correspond to the very last.

The Rugby Fox mastership of the Telugu College at

Masulipatam had its origin ‘in a movément made by
Frederick Gell himsclf in ]8;123 long before he was called,»
to the episcopate. IHis old schoolfellow, the Rév. H. W.
. Fox, went out to India in 1841, as he described in his
letter; and after cstablishing the mission he returned
‘to England in 1848, Fis health was undermined and he
died soon afterwards. Ifrederick Gell, with the consent
of Dr. Tait, raised money, which he called the Fox
Memorial Fund. The interest went towards maintaining
a mastership in India for promoting Christian education
at the Church Missionary Society’s college at Masulipatam,
To the end of his days the bishop was deeply interested
Ain this mastership and in the Telugu College.

From Rugby Frederick Gell went to Trinity College,
Cambridge. The college was chosen for him by his

N . ()‘q
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fai her Who expressed a great VVlSh which was carried

out@that he should have. Charles J. Vaughan, afterwards

Master of the Temple, as tutor. In 1839 he won a
Ru0by exhibition, and the October of that year saw him
in residence at the University.. The following Aprll he ‘
took the Bell scholarship, which was succeeded in course -
of time by other honours and distinctions. In the
Mathematical Tripos he was twelfth senior optime and
his name appeared in the first class of the Classical "I'ripos.

In the year 1843 he was elected Fellow and Tutor of
Christ’s College, and ordained deacon at K1y Cathedral to
the -caracy of St. Mary’s Church, Cambridge. He took -
priest’s orders in 1844." As curate and lecturer he led a
busy life; a.lways showmg’ a keen interest in all matters
pertaining o mission and church wprk in India.

After thirteen active yeats at Cambridge he was offered
an examining chaplaincy to the Bishop of London, Dr.
A. C. Tait, who selected him on account of the sympathy he
had always evinced in the mission cause. It was probably °
through this connexion with Bishop Tait that he was
ultimately led to the episcopate of Madras. The offer of
¢he bishopric came on the:death of Bishop Dealtry
in 1861. °Tt was a surprise to the humble-minded man,
but he accepted it. The consecration took place at.
Fulham, and before sailing to Indla. his D.D. degree
was conferred-upon him.

On his consecration he received a kmd and sympathetlc
letter from Bfshop Cotton of Caleutta. Among other
subjects - the metropohtan drew his. attention to two
matters: which would require his immediate consideration
.on arrival in Madras. One was his choice of a resulence
‘:,nd the other was the choice of an archdeacon. There

48 DO official residence for the blShOPS of Madras. His
o »:1eceqsor had occupied a house in the Presidency town
am \:Lm;her at Ootacamund, both of which were his own

:,{‘ ,\\
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-private property. The BlShOp of Calcutta hmted that

Bishop Dealtry had lived too much on the hills, where .
he was out of reach of his subordinates. He expressed -

-a hope that Blshop Gell. for the sake-of his work would
reside more. in the Presidency town, which hope was
amply fulfilled.

In November 1861 the Blshop with hlS sister, Miss
Caroline Gell, arrived in Madras, aud he was dualy en_throned
in St. George’s Cathedral. He allowed himself only a few
weeks to establish his sister in a house, which he was to
. share with her, and then started on his peregrinations
through the diocese. The severest critic could not accuse
_ hith of shirking his duty in respect to the paying of
pastoral visits, nor of retiring to the alluring climate of
the Nilgiris. He travelled as indefatigably gnd roughed
it as uncomfortably as any itinerating missionary under
his jurisdiction.

In those days there were few railways, and the weary
miles had to De traversed by means of  palanquins, pony-
jutkas, tongas, chairs borne on the shoulders of coolies,
lastly and most frequently by bullock-carts. :

The build of the bullock-cart varies. It may assume

a tolerably comfortable form with springs anl cushioned

seats and ample.room for the feet; or, on the other hand, °
it may be springless and consist of a flat-boarded plane

without seats, cushions, windows, or even o well for the

feet. A-mattress or at least a-bundle of styaw is necessary .

to save the traveller from being jolted t¢* a jelly on the
rough country roads. Between the spring coach—which
is clumsy in its jerking motion and very noisy—and the
country cart there are many kinds of vehicles, each a little
" more uncomfortable than the other. The pace at which

‘the cattle draw the ordmary country cart is about two .

miles an hour.
Many hundreds of mlles dxd BlShOp Gell travel in thls

Y
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way by whatever vehicle he could procure He considered
himeelf fortunate iff he secured the services of a pa,lr of

- fast bulls capable of trottmg three or four miles an hour
- instead of walking at therate of two. - Various also were -

the accidents that happened, and still more numerous were
the escapes. The bullocks sometimes ran away with
him. ’I;he; began their tricks early, and he thus desecribes
them in the’ ﬁrst year of his episcopate: ¢Three or four
times in the course of the journey my bullocks dashed off
the road through the ditch (happily not very deep) and
yan imminent nsk of breaking the springs and injuring '
themselves and me. -On oné of these occasions they
rushed betwecn/two trees in the- adjoining field. On
anotber they dashed down a steep place at the side of the
road and came close up to a block of brick building.;:
which would have smashed th% carrld,ge if it had run on

=)

. two or three more feet.’

“When travelling by bullock- cart a conveyance is
necessary for each person. Only in dire need is it shared.
The uneven gait of the cattle and the roughness of the
yoad throw travellers occupyinig the game cart from side
¢0 side and cause collisions and contusions. Now and
then tbere was no alternative but for the blshop and his
chaplaan to ride together. On’ one occasion when the o
Rev. 8. l\forley, aftervsdrds Bishop of Tinnevelly and
Madura, Was chaplam, he lost the bishop.. They had

‘arranged to travel all night and ‘laid their ‘dak’ - ac-

cordingly. It*was usual “for the ‘chaplain- to take the -
lead and, for the bishop fo'follow close hehind—as close, _
that is to say, as the dust would permit. In the middle -
of the night Mr. Morley dropped into an uneasy slumber
from which he awoke with a start. - He glanced back
along the road for the glimmer,.of the lights on the cart
that camed the blshop, but could see no trace of them
anywhcre. The way was ‘hedgeless and the country
NIV - B B
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level 5o that he ought to hive distinguished them had .
they been a mile or more in the rear. Calling fora falt
he listened for the <u-un<"’0- hullock-bells, and Decame
uncomfortably aware of a dead silence broken only by the
- The driver assured him

deep sighing of the bul
that his lordship had : sed on in front. Perturbed

in mind and fearing an accident he turned back, h)okinn'
anxiously at the rmuvtz'-i signs of the missing prelate.
At length he reached e } rlnt where they had dzanwd
hullocks; there ke discovared the bishop resigned to his
.fd'.k and Ilepaw': to ; the resk of the might at the
i that only one pair of bullocks
arn and thess had beeut yoked to
sleepy -native driver 'mthout
informing 18 ousup: ‘I'he bishop was  lefb with the
two tired pairs, the drivers of ‘which refnued, to take their
" cattle-any further then the stage for ...uch they had
arranced. Under thic cizcumstances ther® was no alter-
native but to shave the foremost caxy if they wished to
: prcm—,ed. . .

Those adventures w
he-did not make any naie m them beyund congraiulating®
himself or having esea rith o-ny a shaking, which, be
is underqtood meant “Icn & bruising. _

On one of his tours hs arrived at cur hm»- in Trichi-
nopoly without any Inggage. He was to hioid & confirma-
tion at the church. Yortunately he had uot arranged to
take the service immediately cn arrival. Alf'his vestments
were with his lost baggage, including his dressing-case.
He and, Mr. Morley had come nintiy miles from the

district whore confirmations had Been held in the native
churches. The portmanteaus wete in another cart, which
to the best of their belief was following closely behind
their own conveyance. .

. We marvelled at his pa‘mence under the delay and the
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unfaxhncr good-humour of his domestic chaplam Tirec
jolted dusty, and hot, they were unable to avail them
selves of the refreshing warm bath that hadbeen prepared
or to take the couple of hours rest to which they hax
been looking forward cduring the weary hours of slov
travetling. - -~ -

But ghe bishop was no* always ‘to be- seenbin the
humble hallock-cart. Occasionally he travelled in- greate:
staté and.with moge speed than was desirable or safe
When visiting the Ra]ah of -Mysore two carriages drawr
by feautiful 1 horses werd sent from the palace to bring
Lim énd } 1315 chapinin Into the town of Mysore. - An escort
of a duzen hur smen (outriders) and. forty lancers of the
Sil]aﬂf_@ HO s¢ accompanied the vehicles and formed an
1ztn§>omnrr5 gus, J’ . ‘But the pleasure of travelling in such
state was probably gualified by the
nrust havu'e!wolupeg the corte(}re- (.:loud Of duSt whieh
¢ +'When he went to Elhchpore, wheie troopb were then
statmnefi he\m.s conveyec’i‘{in a two-wheeledrtransit drawn
. by four artilléry horses. ; Iis own words tell the tale in
_a lettar ad 1rc.ssed' toe hls sister in England from Amraoti
‘i thn Bemrs dated Pecember G, 1866.

R Since leavmg Bombay last Thursdav evenin
tmw«upd to- Akpla, ihree hundred and ‘sixty mllsswfehléﬁz;

~to Budneirg;’ f;fty mlles, .all by rail. Then last Friday,

Novembm 30, weleft the rail and travelled in a bullock
ransit nor%hwa,rds six miles to Oomrawthee (Amraoti) ;
then on, Sa,tm'rf’ay morning ‘we travelled further north,

. tblrtyvnve miles.to Tlhchpore n, very grand faq}non——wv

in a two-wheéled transit drawn by fanr artillery horses full
tilt over & very bad road. Most of it was a mere bandy
track” About a mile on this side of Ellichpore down ¢ame
one of our pole hors&s wngd smash went the pole. He was
an ill:tempered biter 'md kicker, and was probably think-

ing evﬂ when hlS accldent befell him. He was, however
. p D R ‘ ’
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- only humn]ed not -hurt ;- and on Monday morning was
taking part with his brethren in trotting and galléping
over the parade-ground with a gun-carrimge In returning
from Ellichpore yesterday moruing our hospitable military

friend with whom we stayed there, Colonel Prescott,

thinking that four horses were not enough for the exigén-,

cies of the road, supplied us with the full artillery team -

of six. Our three postilions brought their horses safely

-over the. ground this ' tjme without accident, though

occasionally shaking our bones much over the inequalities

" of the road and lslcbng up a tremendous dnst.’

On the west coast the bishop had his e\perlence of
munchils—hammaocks slung on poles and carried by
bearers—and made the acquaintance of the house-boat on
the back watus of Cochin and 'I'ravancore, the pleasantest
mode of all tssvelling in the south of India.

A luxuriant tropical vegelation forms a bea.utlful

setfing to these natural canals. At sunset, when the.

flaming crimsons and yelldws, thoe translucent: greens and
bluns of the sky are reflected upon the e.moo-,h surface of
the w ater, a a glorious scene is presculed which the traveller,
reclining in ease and comfort, can fully apprecmte The

Boat glides evenly along and without any Llpp arent effort, |

and *hough the mosquito is present, there is no dust to

choke the pores of the skin, blind the dazzled cyes, and:

" parch the throat. Most striking of all its features in con-
trudistinetion from journeying ulong the roads is its noise-
lessness, and the absence of tmlmgf beasts and grinding
wheels, shouting drivers and lg_llxn«r blows, necas_sary to

keep the stupid animals moving, and to prevent them from

lying down in the road.

Of his influence in the‘dioce:e I will leave others to *

speak in detail. His evangelical leanings. gave him lLttle

sympathy in the earlier pa,rt; of his episcopute w1th men !

who held extreme vxews in the (\pnmlte dn:ectlon But

»
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his patiencs and "entlenebs, his ‘warm generosity and
kindness of heart rendered him friendlyto all. In the
case of the native Christians and clergy he was especially
pahmt over their shortcomings, preferring in the exercise
of the highest charity to hope all things with regard to
them. - He recognised the enormous temptations Lo which™
native Ghristians are subject living among their heathen
relatives; and he dealt very tenderly with those who
failed to live up to the standard of Christianity.- High or
low, rich or poor, he commanded respect and set an example
of perfect living, as near as it can be perfect in. this busy
WOI:dea.V world. The opinion recorded of him that he
consistently presented in his person and tea.chmg a high
ideal, that he was devoted fo the thorough performance
of his duty and. that he was influenced b y the highest

. and purest motives was endorsed by Christians and non-

Christians alike. - A remarkable testimony to this opinion
was given in. the columns of the leading native newspaper
of & 'xuth India, ‘ The Hindu,’ which wrote as' follows :

#In his retirerhent Madras loses the influence of @
yreat. c‘la,mcter We are not Christians; and we cannot
Tretend to be in any scnse enthusiastic about the results .

of the momgat‘on of the Christian gospel. But a pious

man is a pious man, whether he be a Christian or a
Hindu. Practical religion—religion as concretised in
thought, feeling and conduct--is unseptional, above and
abeyond ail forms and dogma;, and universal. And, as '

trme Hindus, We are large~hea rted enough to recognise in -

Dr. Gell a sainfly per%onage —in ‘the presence of whom
all sectarian strife is stllled *and the fhought of tty
ontward difference is not.” - .

His deeds of ch'",nty were" Innumerable, and were
perforrﬁed with humble secrecy ; - frequently in the case of
personal relief they were known only to the recipient
hlmself‘ One of hls most stnlung ‘characteristics was

v
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54  ON THE CORUMARDEL C’ : lunched.at a house where this servant was butler. During
- Y : Lo d bearing many tiffin the punkah caught the man’s, turban, and to his
ility. and although a great scholar and bearing . . , . ,
humility, and-although & gr showed any consgiousness great confusion and shame he was left bareheaded.. The
. > R 1 N ‘e owe 8 . M : :
university bongurs, he never show B ; bishop laughed and remarked on his height, sctting the
of superionity. . harness kept him working disturbed hostess at her ease with the observation that .
saed oY - 3 § N SR 3RE S =3 e . e h
.. 1ls carnost desire to die in ds {howght advisgble. In the ‘boy’ ought to be called Ramrod instead of Rama.-
Pm AT s iy i ALVis .
longer. thun somue of his Ir.ll(‘l." v 9 lém was compelled swamy, It was overheard, and the man straightway
e « much sesinst<his wi > We : , ; . :
-~ 183, very much & .“t S '%}’10 ric. Hisstrength assumed the name, yvhich he jealously retained under the
i v S AN O oy 3¢ . e N . . IREET N 4
Ahrough itt-ieaith 10 {eilg; = to ?nterfere with the Impression that it not only added to his' dignity, but wus
“had msterially  diminished sa o8 . ; ' ili : i i
had materially - dim R his duljes. In the intercsts also & passport of respectability that ‘would weigh with.
conscjentious phriormance of nuis tiva4o make way, for " every master and mistress whom he might serve.
his Master's work it was imperative 0 . S ity i ‘ ikely i} ,
o.f his Masier's WOLk 1t :‘;;A e had & great horror of With bo.xgentle a person.ahty_ it was uphl;el v that any
‘younger and u strongor ixmxl'g,,, , “-esp' otful appella- action on his part should give rise to stories such as exist .
i ermed ¢ a returned emply, o Gisre o . : I . fo add
being termed ¢ one bime towards, colonial.bishops who of Bishop Wilson of Caleutta, who is still remembered
tion employed at one”time tow e, " P that he might for his ecgentric sermons and vigorous incisive manner.
yotired,  He openly expressoed 8 nope 2 v - : )
had robized. - | “; Upillfn}t Ltworv but that. ke might be The tales which lfofnlclerg BISh(.)tI;l Gil relate rather to tie
er coemses under that cudsfory, ’ PR ) v - ]
never uin n 1 ! ' }.‘w,nv,ﬂ who had died in harness ,gdventures tha}; efell those wi _whom he *was brogg (1
nunihered among those bishops whi had labouréd . 1nto contact. There was one which we heard soon after -
and buen buried ' $he Mnfi‘]w]“?r‘“ they 5 sin"'(;';)f huamont -our arrival in Madras, and which was solemnly ‘repeated
p Gell was not without & quiet sense Ol . in Ceylon as having happeped to Bishop Copleston
: L G Ya cantretomps in Yravelling. Mr. fo us o e br 3 = p-or
-which lightcned many & contretemp it before. he passed cu-to Calcutta. “Since my rsturn to
. was cqually blessed with g(godf spirits. 3 s thc . England it has been toid to we by CGana dians as & iving
Attentive servant was o many I',.b JR— happene to their bislfop. The world-wide chesinut runs
tendant of the hishpp.  his man's nam i * a5 follows: L e e
e - Tlatieyr ong natives, me C Y. . oo
my, a very comiuoh appellation among alreads - The bishop was on one of his innumerable tours far
~ . JPOp | P ¥ 7a8 a,ilre - o « » g - .
ha entered the episcopal hm}neuplg there w ?Zard e away from hotals and eivil and military stations. He had.
YLQ ﬂ.;:.S'r'yva.my est&f;blish.‘?‘;, The:hls;;ol) bovi’::f;:“llllt oi accepted the h()fil)iiahty l)f a missionary aild:his Wlfe. It
sister discussing the new s name and T;; d lm {;*ed?thf is customarysfor the missionary and iis family, who 4l
ing iwo Moonaswamys in tHe House. ¢ solve ‘ - 1guage well, t0 use the vernagularin gpeakine - -
£ x.‘.‘."O Moonansw a.l.':i:/ "Lh: { the }ate? {],]’Yiva-'l should knOW ?he_lanoaab - ‘NTh’ O\ : . v“w.f'?( 3:' n SPG(Lk "‘g
knotty point by suggesting thal i dopted at once by - to their servants. . yhen a guess .&gve&awho;‘;dogs Dol
Le cslled Sunneswaiuy, » nickname adopte o ‘know it the mistress instructs ter butler how to 2ddress
the ¢ boy” with great pride. =~ . A ived . Ll him in Englisk.  On-this occasion the man was told that
" Ancther native servant claimed to have rex:zni ol “he was to.cull the Lishop in mornihg and take in th
name from Bishop Gell. This man Wﬂsf umlsg bi}tne.uﬂ' early tea. 3o wadinst#st Inock at the dooxy
. rere v : rom ha N Al e e T
50 tall that he at last acqum:d a :&dOOp ot off b on the bisliop saymmg —
A bending his head to avoid having his turbun swept off b; : S

the swinging punkabhs. .. When the bishop was on tour b el
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¢Who is there? ' he was to reply : ‘

¢ The boy, my lord!’ - a

The following morning the butler carried ouh his
orders to the letter, arriving with the tea-tray at the
bishop’s door to the minute, and knocking .as directed
belore entering. To the query «Who is there?’ the
butler in his agitation at having to speak tosg great a
personage in an unaccustomed tongue, replied :

¢The lord, my boy.’ . T

It is more than a quarter of a century since ib was

told to us. Doubtless it is still doing duty in the’ diocese

with Bishop Whitehcad. Thanks to the rules of super-
annuation bhe chestnut in India is endowed with a remark-
able vitality and lives to embellish a succession of heroes
without fear of detcction. The old Anglo-Tundian with a
long memory who might say: ¢T heard that same tale
told of old So-and-so thirty years ago,’ is sately planted in
come suburban villa at howme and has no power to blast
the verdancy of the story and spoil the fun. :
The same difficulty .existed with the servants over the
English language and the butler needed drilling. In those.
early days it wus the fashion on the arrival*of dinner
guests to otfer them 2 glass of sherry. The butler had
been instructed to bring the usual decaniers of dark and
. light sherry and to offer a glass to the bishop with the
sentence : < My lord, will you huve dark or light sherry ?’
The bishop arrived and the butler approsched with the
two decanters in his hand, a sccond gervant bore the tray
containing the glasses. - His lordship was fairly clectrified
by hearing the startling words addressed to him: BN
¢ My God, will you have thick or clear?
In justice to the butler it is only right to say that the
word « Swami,’ the Tamil term for God, Lord or Chief, is
commonly used by an inferior towards a superior, and in

v

At another house up-country the bishop was to dine.
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his own language the servant would have made use of
Swami. His knowledge of English was too slight.to ’
allow of -his understanding the subtle difference between
the word ‘God’ and ‘lord’ as applicable to the bishop.
He had forgotten the terms his mistress had applied to
the different sherries and could only think.of those by
which the soups were known. .

- In the cemetery of St. George’s Cathedral lies John
Franklin Gell, a nephew of the bishop, the son of the

- Rev. John Philip Gell, for many years the Rector of

St. John's, Notting Hill. The young man came out to
his uncle and aunt, hoping that a warm climate would

‘ prove beneficial to his delicate constitution. His health
~ improved and he. became tutor to some minor zafmii;dars,

who were biving in Madras. But in 1884 he céught a -
chill which resulted in death-at the age of thirty-three. .
His mother was Eleanor, the only daughter of SirJohn

. Franklin, the great explorer of the regions of the Arctic -

circle. *: . , . Cos

* After thirty-seven years of unremitting work Bishop
‘Gell handed over the reins to his successor, Bishbp
“Whitehead, and retired to Coonoor, on the Nilgiri Hiils
February 15, 1899. He dfed March 25, 1902, in the
eighty-second year of his age. He- was buried in the -
beautiful lchurchyard of Coonoor, and thus a part of his
desire was accomplished ;'é his bones rest in the diocese
which was so long the object of his care as well as his
prayers. - R R

- On our arrival he was unable to greet us pérso-nally,l

but he had not forgotten the advent of the- new junior

. chaplain. "My husband ' received-a lefter from him that

was full of grace and kindness, giving evidence of the

character of the man under whom'he was to work. -
At that time the Rev. William Weston Elwes filled

the post-of domestic chaplain. The bishop's gentleness
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was reflected ir_xb-his chaplain ; and when later he became

archdeacon and was nominated by Bishop Gell fop the
bishopric of Tinncvelly and Madura the choice was

universally approved of. But unfortunately Archdeacon

Elwes's health failed, and he was obliged to decline the’ .-

" offered bishopric in favour of afellow chaplain, the Rev.
S. Morley, who was nominated instead. Like his chief,
Elwes died in the land where he had l_ribonred,, and his

body rests in Indian soil. During his service he was

assisted by a devoted wife, who allowed nothing to separate

her from him. She survives him, and like Miss Gell, the
bishop’s sister, has retired to the Nilgiris. Mrs. Elwes -

tells many tales of her adventures up-country. . One of
* these may be recorded in her own words as & ‘warning to
clergymen not to share their travelling trunks with their
. wives. I had it from herown lips. ‘

T travelled with my husband on one occasion to
Palghat, when he had to visit the place as an out-station.
As we were only going for a few days we shared a port-

- manteau together. We arrived on Saturday evening at’
. g friend’s house; and T left my husbrand to unpack his -

own things. He put ‘aside his vestments ready to hand
when he should start in the morning for fhe church.

There was & dear old lady living then, & Mrs. Tomlinson, ©
and 1 went with her to church, occupying a seat next to .

hers. It wanted a few minutes to the hour for service,

when I caught sight of my husband anxiously scanning

“the faces of the congregation from the estry door. " 1

divined that he was searching for me, and I could see by’

his expression that something was wrong. -1 hurried to
the vestry and entered, closing. the door behind me. Wit{r—
out a word and with the most patheticaﬂy’distressed‘ face
 he held out before my eyes & ‘white garment, which I
. recognised at once as one of my own befrilled treasures
of underwear.” He had brought it in" mistake for his

* ‘had" begun, and ‘the ludicrous
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surplice, not .noticing the frillies in the' semi-darkne | f
thescocoanut oil lamp-light ich I okod
the evening before! P g K b.y\ ‘:’ hl"i i I‘md ‘mP?‘Ckefl
s Hbrror-strioker'lf seized the y a.rmz"f"\t ’1‘ .
tucked it under my arm.- Théi%’glg ﬁéx&i‘% zgzgxifguol)u:iz
. T'left him, « Wait! whatever ¥ou-do;waititill I Ztarn!”
The ballook-bardy driver, whohad brgiightime to jhutch,
‘saw me rushing away, andtasked i ﬁ’%vo'hé”ﬁld? br%ﬁf"r’ ﬁhéf"
coach. I said « yes,” but did not v?aiﬁﬁzl the bullks’;ﬁo"beA
re-yoked ; my 1mpatience_;ti:)‘r~-reetify§$;né dreadful mistake : -
- was so great. AsTleft the cl;urch,cbﬁig’!o»uﬁd the sbsurdity-
of it ‘suddenly struck me, and 1 ‘Iaj_lg‘ﬁe&; as I ran’ Wiﬂ)l’"

)

N helpless abandonment. ‘Ipassed a memBay of.the congre- - E
gation whom.I knew on the road. l‘l&féfbpp‘gd" t3 asi; R

wh?.t was dhe r'natter, and inquired if. he_coul &.be GF anv -
assistance. Still gasping with I&ﬁéh‘éfei%?%ﬁer}e q: « Ng

_thanks; the bungalow is.coming afteriine! ” I'meant to "»-'7

say *bandy,” but ig my hysterical state I used the word .
bungalow. . purs.uqd'; my Way, running and shoutiﬁg o
_with laughter, leaving my friend: tb'étﬁfg: at my rétréatixlg, ‘

figure in . perplexéd ‘astonishment. He was convi .
v o - . wids convineed™ o

« that for the mqment I-had gone completely ® ff-riiv;hle afie e
¢T refched the house and found the. right élrmer;t- .

Then I returned tothe church as ‘fast-as the-

-could trot. By that time I had rega,ined m%ritigfilgxi(t)skls
and when I arrived at thé vestry door I thru‘s‘;;. the sty I'O',
into my husband’s hands witk: the gravityof a judge P}‘;e :
had been in s agony of suspense lest the right vges‘;;me i
should not have been forthcoming. - ;'f hagtened back It]o

-my seat by dear old Mrs. Tomlinson, and pr‘ésentlv’ I saw

my husband enter and begin the service.. ‘Suddenly his

* ‘face twitched.as his eye met mine. I knew the si ,
: T . e s )
" If once he gave way to 1t I feared that he would be lf;:elt? -

beyond control. The anxiety being at an end, the reaction. %
side of the episode was,

RIS I N
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presented ﬁo h1s ind. I rqturned his.glance with a stony *

stare in which he could find neither sympathy nos re-
sponse.. The s1tuatmn was secure and the laugh was
held safely in reserve until after the service was over. ,

“Of " course' the story leaked out at Palghat and ab
Coimbatore, our headqiarters; and much fun was poked
_at my husband by the ladies, who were for ever, asking
him if he had designed a new-shaped surphce Later we
paid another visit to Palghat, and we, took pains to pre-
ventany confusion of garments this time. The vestments
were carcfully examined before they were carried off to
the vestry, and we both satisfied ourselves that there was

no mistake.- For some reason or other the ‘éorgamst failed

toturn up that morning for the servxce, nd once more
A saw my husband appear with an anxious cpuntenance

24 the door of the vestry leading into the church. I went. .

at once, and was asked to take the missing organist’s place

"at the harmonium. I consented, and returned fo my seat
to fetch my books. As I came up to Mrs. Tomlinson, the
dear old lady, who was very deaf, said in'a loud voice
~which could be heard distinctly : < Well, my dea.r! ‘What
did he want? Has he got your shimmy again?’ . I dared.
not glance at the people who were seated néhr us, but,
hastily explaining that I was wanted at the harmonium,
I xetreated as quickly as I could.’

.-

CHAPTER v

'N OLD POR"‘UGUE 3E QUBURB :

»

;rempornl blessmgs pass Lke a dream, beauty fades hke a flower, ths .

* longest life dxsq,ppes.rsl iké & flash, Qur existence may Le hkened to the

‘bubbip thd.t forms on the smf- <o of the v.s,wr —»Snom

I Was qomewha.u appailfng to }uarn that 1t was the duty :

_of the chaplain’s wife to call on: ull; the ladies of the

cathedral congregation, and that 1o oné * dreamed of - visit-
ing new arrivals unfil a call had been m@}e; & complete

reversal of the ectiquette in Iingland. = |
I was provided with a list of names and adulps'Ses by '

. a neighbour, who took comp‘&}lon on my ignorance ‘and -

con&tltuted ‘herself my guide and mentor in things social.
«She proved a lifclong friend. The callig had its draw- ‘
backs, but it also had its compensations for me. Among -
the former were the heat and glare, the dust and smells.
vThese features of the Hast are inconceivable to the.
dwellers in a temperate climate. The dust of Madras = 7
rises from the.laterite, a fenugmous earth of ‘which the -
roads are made. i {lhe latetite is beaten down with watet,
and binds into a hard, smooth surface that is very pleasmnt
+0 drive over.. The constant wear of cart-wheels and the
poumﬂng of hoofs, equine and bovine, reduces it in time
to the finest powder, s0 fine that it resembles an. ochre"_
paint of venetian; red tint ready ground for raixing. It :
eates everything, and penetrates through clothmv to |
It stalns whlte matemal Wltb whlch 1t "

RN ;E".,
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comes in contact, just as powdered paint would stain it.”

Walking over such  dust is impossible for a lady who

would wear light garments and keep them: spotless. As

‘for the smells, they are indescribable. A fuend who was

once on a visit o us, went for a drive along the.marina.

The sea bresze had died away and there was a land wind.
" * How far did you go?’ I asked on his return.

*1 went along the beach until I came to a smell
Poof ! It was like o wall! You could have cut‘ slabs off
it It was enough for me, and I turned back.’ .

. From his desu'lptlon I knew exactly the spot. where
he had turned.

The heat in the m]ddle of the dmy, when it is in-
cumbent.on gentlemen to pay their calls, is somewhat

trying. The seasoned old Anglo-Indian zudopts the pru-.

dent course of wearing & sws-bhat in his brougham. On
arri¥al at & house it is exchanged for the smarter head-
covumg that fashion decrees should be worn on these
oceasions. It is- told of a certain absent-minded man
lately arrived from up-country, who was making a call
on one’of the grandes dames of Madras, that he effected
the change of hats in the brougham correctly, but forgot
to leave his topee in the carriage when he entered the
drawing-room. Throughout the regular ten minutes of
small talk he continued um.onscxously to wedr his black
hat whlle he held his sun-topee-in his hand..

Among the compensations of calling were the drives

s

which I was obliged to take to accomplish my .visits.

They led me to the four pomts of the compass, and
were full of interest. The scenery, the natives, the

gorgeous colounnc, the brilliant sea and sky never failed .

to delight the eye. In addition, each district of the town,
whether covered with buﬂdxgs or with luxuriant tropical
vegetation, was full of -historical associations. :

- My first impressions of Madras were received on the

-

v qvj
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beach, and were not favourable. The long flat shore,’

unreligved by bay or cove, gave né promise that it would

contain behind the fringe of cocoanut palms anything to
fascinate the eye. No sooner was the belt passed than -
avenues of noble trees were disclosed with groups of
picturesque houses, patches of emerald green rice-fields, -
thronged, bazaars, and palaces set in park-like grounds

Villages of mud huts cluster outside the very walls of
the compounds which contain the palatial residences of
the Europeans and the happy, careless children of the.
sun Sseem to revel in a picturesque squalor with every
sign of contentment. If the dwellings of the natives are
mean, the #rees that shelter them are not. Many of the

. roads are adorned with magnificent avenues, and every

compound possesses groups of trees 'that would be an

ornament to any English park.
One of "‘the most striking trees is the ﬁamboya.nt

:’ Poinciana regia, a native of Madagagcar. Its acacia
~ foliage is'of a vivid green, and its boughs are ‘laden with

masses of brilliant scarlet blossom. In some parts of
India the flowers bloom before the leaves unfold.-- The .
tree then appears clothed completely in scarlet, a strange.

sight.in the’blaze of the midday sun. In Hindustani it

‘is known as the gulmohr, or peacock-flower, from the
‘markings on one of its petals. The name has been

corrupted into goldmohur, by which it is known to _

" Europeans in some districts.

As- an .averfue tree, nothing equals the bany:m in
Madras, ‘which retains its leaves until the fresh flush
comes Wlth the monsoons. Four.varieties are common
on the roadside and in the compounds. The many-

| ‘stemmed Ficus indica is the finest,-and to the eye of

the foreigner the most wonderful of all the trees in the
Fast. It is seen to best advantage standing by itself in
the compound, where it looks like a small grove. Some
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are of enormous extent with a perfect’ forest of smooth
columns, which have been compared to the plllags of
some great cathedral aisle. Bishop Heber exclaimed, as

his eyes rested on a hoary giant in Central India, ¢ What -

a noble place of worship!’ In old treés a palmyra or
a neem tree may sometimes be found growing from the
central trunk. This is brought about by the agency of
the birds that drop seeds. It is called by the Hindus
‘the sacred marriage, and is highly venerated. There
are many superstitions concerning the banyan. One‘is
that lightning never strikes it;-¢a notion,’ says George
Johnstone in his ¢ Stranger in India,’ ‘probably founded
on experience. 'The fact, if truth it be, is to be accounted
for by the resinous non-conducting quality of its leaves
and wood.” With its many stems and evergreen folmge
it is the emblem -of immortality. - The tradition is that

_all nature will pass away except one big mystic banyan .

tree. Under this tree the Diety will be enthroned and
glorified. The leaves are of a glossy green and the fruit
is a scarlet berry of the nature of a small)fig. Birds
during the day, and bats at night, chatter/and quarrel
over the feast. Some natives are said tofeat the fruit,
and all who have no brass and china plat{frs make use of
the leaves. They are pinned together with stalks of
_ﬁrass and form excellent plates and dishes for the boiled
rice. After, use they are thrown aside and fresh ones are
manufactured for the next meal. There are many beautiful
specimens of the many-stemmed banyan in Madras; but
the ‘largest that I ever saw was at Madura, in the com-
pound of #hé house usually occupied by the judge. When

Mr. Weir filled that position, a party of American visitors

came to see the tree. They had -heard tales of its
enormous size and were sceptical as to their truth. The
States consider that they possess a monopoly of big thip s

including trees. At sight of the gian{ the gentleman of

o Rk
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the partyw S ma,nlfestly 1mpreﬁsed but: he Would commlt
himsglf to no opinion until he had thoroughly examined
into the matter. He puced out the area that its branches
sovered and calculated in thoughtful silence. At last he
spoke. *'Wal, judge,” he said, ‘I guess yours is rather
1 tall tree!” More than that he would not admit. . ‘

The pepul, the Bo-tree of the Buddhists, is of the
banyan tribe. It isto be found near all Hindu temples ‘
According to the teaching of the Hindus, man’'s dutyin .
life is to plant a tree, diga well, and beget a son. To plant
y pepul is more than a dutly, it is a sacred act, and no
1eathen gardener will root up a pepul seedling willingly.
T'he legend relates that when the old tutor of the gods -
12d- taught them all that was necessary to know, they
urned himeinto a - pepul. Their affection for their
receptor remained, and out of love for him they came
iometimes into the tree. Its foh'age is like the aspen, and
s so delicately poised that it is always trembling. Often
vhen I have failed to feel the hg,htest breath.of wind, I
1ave geen the pepul leaves quivering against the yellow
ky of the sétting sun. Other trees stood motionless with
lrooping fohage in the heavy warm air, but the pepul
vag alive with gentle movement that was almost uncanny.
[he trembling is attributed to the presence of innumerable
pirits that never sleep. Night and day they watch and .
isten to learn what human beings are doing. And on this
ccount no -native will impart any information beneath
ts branches to hnother person, lest the story should be .
wverheard and repeated by the. mischief-loving sprites.
When it flushes with verdant growth men rejoice ; it is
. gign that all crops . will, flourish and bear a plentiful
:arvest.

There are two other va.netles of banyans that are
ommon in Madras. One of these has pendulous roots
hat hang in dark fringes from its boughs, ever reaching
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: leaves of the neem or margosa (Melia 'z:ndica) are said to
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towards the earth which they never touch. I have-seen
an avenue at Coimbatore of these trecs with thelr Erown

" roots 5o thick overhead that they scemed to form | a tunnel |
. of earth, pierced at intervals with openings to let in the
light. -The other banyan has no rootlets nor supporting

stems to its bmnches, a,nd its long arms suffer badly when
the cyclone sweeps in from the Bay of Bengal.

The tamarind is s familiar tree common to most com-
pounds. Inshape it is not unlike an elm. Its foliage,

of the character of acacia, is extremely fine, each tiny

leaflet being barely half an inch long and not more than

an eighth of an inch broad, yefpits green crown is so thick
_ that-the rays of the sun scarcely penetrate, and the weary -

traveller and tired cooly eagerly seek its shade during the
fierce noontide heat. The {ruit crop is valpable, as the
tamarind is a necessary ingredient in every curry. Tts

" prescnce in the garden is not approved of by the gardener.

The acidity, which is so marked a feature of its fruit,
extends to its leaves, and the moisture dropping from the
foliage 1s said to be tainted also ; it pmsons the vegetation
on whu,h it falls; also it produces decay in tents that are
pitched beneath its shade. No native will sleep at night
under it, as it i3 supposed to be a favourite abode of
devils. I once carried my little daughter out into the
compound at Trichinopoly, and, not noticing where I

. was going, wandered to a. beautiful tamarind tree under

which I often sat in the morning. The ayah hurried
after me with an urgent entreaty notto take ‘baby’

there. *Why, ayah?’ ¢There’s a devil in the tree, was -

the reply, given with bated breath and terrified glances

at the soft, thick foliage above, and she fled to the house, -

lest the devil should take possession of her. . As & pro-
tection against the consequence of my rash act ‘baby’
played with bunches of neem leaves the next day. The

- the ‘smell is o abommable that Europea.ns prefer the;‘:“.

AN OLD PORTUGUESE SUBURB T 6T

Y f -

. dmve away evil spirits ; the natlves ha.ng them up in thexr
. roomg as we ha,ng up old horseshoes. - :

. The neem is like the ash, Wltho‘ut’ its freedom of o

: growth Itis pla:nted near native houses as.a preservatlve '
of health, as well as a warmng to devils to keep their.

d1smnce “The word ma.rgosa. 1s Portuguese for ‘bltter.

o exceedmgly bitter and has a strong scent of garhc - The
- warm climate of .the Tropics encourages insect life, and’

the natives anoint themselves with the oil-as a protection ;

insects. -

. There- are- seveml other trees that are pleasalgt to look .

" at as the carriage rolls. smoothly over the level roads of *
red laterite, Near the sea- the portia,tree (Thespesia
_ populnea) hfts its tulip blossoms into the sunlight. .The:
foliage is a bright green, and the flowers are : of & prim-
. rose tint wi hiﬂeep madder blotches in the centreg, They»

- open and dmp ~qulckly withofit gwmg the dust fime to

 gettle upon “théir creamy petals. © The Place to see’ the -

®

portia in perfection”is moist, humid Colombo, where the -

fiery blasts of the land-winds are not felt. " - .- -

The mo8t: graceful of all Eastern treeg is the palm—-'
the 'sea- lovmg cocoanut pa.lm Its slender stems are'g‘g
thrown up in ‘artlstlc EWeeps. towards the sky, no_two >

making the ‘same curve, and its crown ‘of foliage Sprea&s
out intd a bouquet of “fronds, arranged by. nature.with a
gkill that exceeds the cunmng of the humsn hand. Whonf

. the sun has set and night is approaching - the fire-flies

swarm out and carry their scmtlllatmg iamps to thelr. .

playground among the fronds. .

“Madras is well said to be ‘a clty of magmﬁcent dls-'

tances.’ Not only are the roads:long, but the: private

(4

drives up to the houses are & considerable length The' .’

Mowbra»y Road runnmg pa.rallel Wlth the old Mount Roa.d :
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‘i ‘bordered with some ﬁno'bghyans The branches inter-
ace overhead and-form a long aisle of wood and f(;rllage
[t is beautiful in all its aspects: in the early morning,
when the mist is rising’and the blue smoke of the wood-
jres hangs like a curtain of delicate gauze over the still
vegétation ; in the broad rays of the noenday sun, when
svery leaf glistens with reflected light ; at sunget, when
rorizontal-shafts of gold pierce the western side of the
:oad and touch the grey stems of the trees ; and even at

¢ 2

~ * night, whn the full moon throws a lacewdrk of patterns

upon the roadway. The road ends abruptly at the en-
- trance to the grounds of the Adyar Club, losing itself in

" .. the crossway called Chamier’s, Road. _ . ,
The compound of the Adyar Club slopés down to the -

" Adyar River—one of those smooth, still backwaters, like
the Cooum, that begins as a watercourse, and spreads
“out into broad reaches It i a natural boundary to the
suburbs of Madras on the south, and is unpolluted by
drainage., ‘It has always been .the favourite resort of the
. lovers of boating. The club-house has a history that is
interesting: It belongs to the Portuguese Roman Catholic
. Mission at the Luz, to which it was bequeathed by

De Monte moye than a century ago. %> Petrus Uscan, the
son of an illustrious Armenian of Julfd; came to Madras

“early in the ecighteenth eentury and settled there. He |

‘built up a flourishing trade with Manilla in the Ph]]lp-
‘pine” Islandé and accumulated a fortune. His name is
. connetted with the Marmelong Bridge arfl with the stéps
to the church on St. Thomas’s Mount. When he died
(1754) his commercial mantle fell upon the shoulders of
a+merchant named De Monte, the descendant of one of
the proud®ld Portuguese dons who settled at Mylapore.
Business prospered with De Monte as it had done with

Uscan, and a fine fortune was made. He had an only,

* son whom he sent to England to be -educated. - During

., . BRI
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h“i?absence De Monte built the house now used as a club

and farnished.it with every luxury that money could buy.
The time approached for the young De Monte to return

to join his father. . The white sails of the ship. appeared .. -

in the south and the distant boom of a cannon announced

-a little later that the vessel had come to anchor in the
Roads. *De Monte hurried to the beach as fast as his
. Arab horse could carry him: The Muckwas rowed him .-
. out through the surf, and he’ climbed the gangway. ladder
with an eagerness he ¢ould not control. His eyg.sdanned -
the company as he came on board but he searched in ,
."vain; . his boy was not there 'to meet him. Then the -

captain came forward, and a hush fell upon the passengers

as they drew away and left the two together. " It was a ,‘

sad .tale that- the captain had to tell of a foolish quarrel'

Jollowed by a duel. Only the evening belore had the- ‘

d1ﬁputants crossed swords and De-Monte had: been killed.

Bowed with grief the broken-hearted father; was, conducted

to his son’s cabm where the dead body lay. . He bore the

the Liuz. - !

. Chamier’s Road Tuns eastward towards the sea and‘ o
- para.llel with the river. It curves and changes its name PO
before' it reaches St. Thomé, passing scveral fine houses

standmg in wvell-wooded compounds that stretch-to the

"% river’s edge. Cne of these houses bears the name of

Brodie Castle. It was built. by James’ ‘Brodle,. the eldest

son of James Brodie, of Brodie, N.B., ahd of Lady Mar-

garet Duff,-the daughter- of Wﬂha.m first Earl of Fife.

Lady Margaret was bume@ to death at Brodle House in’
Scotland in 1786. Her son James also met with’ a violent .. ..
dea.th He loved the beautifal “river and was" never.. R

-

- beloved remaing to-the house. by the Adyar, and after- "
- wards. @ the cemetery at .Mylapore. : When: he died he -
lett the nouse and grounds to the Portuguese MlSSlOn in
L .

. ,

happier than when he ‘was jpa_ﬂxqg,_)ovegﬁlt\s broad reaches. -

e, PR
R
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* One day he was starting out for a sail ,Wheﬁ 'his: ‘wife

came to. him in great distress and begged him not®o'go,

" .He asked thec reason; and she, .somewhat unwillingly,

confessed that she had had a bad drcam about him and

feared its portent. His only reply was to laugh at her
-superstitious fears. ~Saying that he would show har how

little occasion she had to be nervous, he got intd his boat-

and sailed away. She never saw him alive again.” What
. happened exactly no one knew. The boat was overturned

~and Brodie was found dead in the water.-_The house was.

put up for sale and bought by the. firm  of. Arbuthnot for

" the use of the Arbuthnot fa,mily. For some timg Sir -

Thomas Strange lived init. =~ . .

In 1866 another sad fatality was connected with the
" house. John Temple, Lieut.-Colonel in the Madras Army,
and a brother of the late archbishop, was drowned with
three other people while boating. Mr. Henry. Cornish,

who was then editor of -the ¢ Madras Times,’ and- after-

wards co-editor ‘and part proprietor with Sir Charles

- Lawson of the  Madras Mail,’ published an account of
the accident in the ‘ Madras Mail’ on. the death of the
-archbishop. -He said :— . . 0
¢ At the time of his death the colonel was president of

the newly organised Madras Municipality, an outcome of
the recommendations of the Army Sanitary Commission,
 who had strongly condemned the insanitary arrangements
-in Indian towns. . . . A tiffin party ha(l becn given by
the late Mr. John Meclver, manager of the Bank of
. Madras, at his house, Brodie Castle. . . . Among the
- guests were Colonel Temple, Captain Frederick H. Hope,
Aide-de-Camp of Liord Napier, the then' Governor, and

Mr. Bostock, the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s

‘agent. About six in the evening these three gentlemen,
‘with two Misses McIver, daughters of the host, went
outsfor a row on the river in a boat belonging to the

1
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hbuse; ... The i\n-t‘exit-ion was to jcross the river and ta}«:e ;
a stzpll on the opposite bank, but after going a short dis-

’{ance the boat grounded on a¢sand-bank. According to
(A YIRS - . - '» v . . ) E\ - .
© Mr. Bostotk’s- evidence,’ whp was the only person who

b}

; . Shad tol ; cand. -
_saw what took place, the*party had to ianldvo:n the b"nd

bank in order to right the bna" MR ;
o Appprently in doing this the boat recen:ed a strain,
“for soon after re-embarking it sprang a.leak and filled
rapidly. The wholp party wes thrown into the water,
and Mr. Bostock alcne was a,b‘le;tmci rea,cholan_d. He
found safety on & gmuil island and shotited for e_v.ssmtance..
He was heard by r. J. D. Mayne, who occupied one. of:

'- P A dv a ’ .
- the houses on the hanks of the Ad yar,.and he was rescued

by that gentleman. The rest of. t}zg ~party.were unfor-

A ‘
* tunately drowned, and their bodics were recovered.some

distance from the spot where they sank. -The two officers -

" were buried op Christmas Bve with full military honours.

The Governor, Sir William Dennison, and the Commander-~
in-Chicf were present." The Miss McIv:er's' ‘were the -
sisters of. Sir Liewis Mclver, M.P., W:ho was in the ,M@d_m‘s
Civil Service before he entered Parliament. S
* After passing Brodie Castle the road bends towards

St Thomé. The'river Adyar widéns into a broad back-

" water with mud banks and shallows and the roadway is

raised on an embanked causeway. Brown wading bird

' paddlo in’ the ripples, filtering the mud through their long

boaks, and the }.'ra,ter-—sﬂg,ke's pw:éx}e_their sinuous ¢wav in
their hunt forsthe frogs. . Once{~ while we were away f_rom
Madrasa strafige sight’was to b% seen from’the bridge.
that crosses the Adyar. The water was unususlly low,

" and round the p?er‘s were masses of writhing snakes inter-

twined like tumbled coils- of . rope. ’“\'?Vha.t had ‘brought’
them there no one seemed able to say. It was a loatl};,

: -ht which did not last long, ra-nd 11; has never petn
Soem s)fin The backwater extends on either side of the
seen again. The BACEY o ther side of

) . X . < - . R
¥ e R L . .
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road, reflecting sky and landscape, the gorgeous colours of -
-the sunset, the groves of palms, the handsome trees, and ,
the skimming gulls and curlews. The moan of the surf .
upon the shore becomes audible, and St. Thom4 is reached
. with its silent old-streets, its big cathedral of modern :
growth, and its pleasant little bungalows, nestling con- |
* fidently upon the beach with the waves beating up to the "
. Vvery compound walls. - K . . 1‘
~ St. Thomé was the name the ‘Portuguese merchants.
gave to their settlement in the ancient town of Mylapore, :
the Maliapha Empgrium of Ptolemy., Here, it is said, |
8t. Thomas was ’buried, -A.D. 68. Mgylapore was a
flourishing city then, with a prince to rule over it. - Ships |
from many countries far and near puk in with their
_merchandise, bringing_pilgrims’ﬁ;p the tomb of St. Thomas.
" Atoong these were said to bg, t%ne ambassadors of Alfred .
‘the Great (A.D. 883). . Thitberf/ without doubt, came the '
great traveller Marco Polo in the thirteenth century, in -
whose time the town was prosperous. The narrow streets !
still remain, many of them too narrow for a carriage to
Dbass along. They were laid out when. the palanquin was -
the chief means of locomotion for the wealthy ; and :
. Marco Polo, borne on the shoulders of the® fishermen |
bearers,” must bave ‘passed by- those deserted ways down
which .I gazed.. The houses that line the streets are
small, and many of them in a ruinous state. The wooden
rafters and beams decayed and the roofs fell in. As they |
+ {fell so they seem to remain in the piesentrday, a symbol !
- of the decay that has overtaken the trade of the port. :
Early in the sixteenth century the Portuguese appeared
“on the Coromandel Coast. Tempted by the anchorage in '
the Adyar, they brought their little ships over the bar |
into the backwater. They obtained leave to settle at |
Mylapore, and weré granted a ledse of a part of the, town '
that. touched the sea. ‘Warehouses and dwellings rose °

the seaport, 2

" 'the-cotton and other

P
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: qﬁickly and the hew quarter received the natne ;ofl San.
" Thomé de Mylapore. They fortified themselves and built -

a wall round their property, and the moribund trade of
the town revived. - ' B . S
" "There was no such thing as going to the hills then;

' the heat of the summer must have been Well_-nigI} insup-"~
’ portable,f when the breeze from off the sea died away and

the hot land-wind. blew. The merchants sought relief
inland, and built garden-houses amoag the luxuriant

! j 1z i : ot and -
trees of the Liuz. . The Luz lies between Teynamps .
" the sea, and- is within easy reach of St. Thomeé. .'_[Ihe .
“large ;Lil'y houses with their thick walls and wassive
pillars Wefe»mo_re suited to the taste of the proud old dons

than the crowded fort. They laid out gardens, cultivated

' the sweet Persian rose, the oleander,.and the double

jasmin ; they lived in princely .fashion with & number of

_ glaves to do their bidding. The road betwcen the Luz

and St. Thoms, as well as the streets of Mylapors, pre-

~sented a gay and busy scene. Palanquins, bright with -

scarlet silk and ladquered woodwork, bore the {iark-eyef‘{
Portuguese ladies to the market in the city, while a hovy
of gaily dressed slaves followed close upon the heels of

" “the chantifig bearers. | There was as much rivalry among

the ladies over the brave show made by-their household

" as there was over their own silken skirts and lace mantillas.

i i .an tin cloaks
tlemen, with flowing plume_s\and sat ks,

Tlcliz %gntheezili' warehouses on the restless little Persian
e prought down from the north by the Afghans.
k bullocks carrying bales of cotton goods to
nd lines of porters bending beneath their -
B treasures that were sent 1n exchange for .
Loads of straPgs Indian products, passed to and fro
i ' ranished ; the

i . ending stream.  They have all vanished ;

‘g ; 1;::(11 :zd t%e streets of -Mylapore are (_ieserted..ga:ve
fo;lza. cizance pédestrian,who turns to gaze in 1de curiosity -,

horses,
Strings of pac
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at the unusual sight of ‘an Englishwoman in her carriage,
_.or a pony-jutka taking a party of Muhammadansfrom
Triplicane to the beach, - e '

The palaces of the dons are occupied by Hindu gentle-
‘men, whose families, although not purdahshin, live in the
retirement of the thickly wooded compounds, some of
- which are enclosed with high walls. The gardess round
the houses are cncircled with hedges, from which comwes
a breath of the sweet inga, like the "scentof the honcy-

o

- suckle in England. 'In vain the eye scans the grounds

through open gateway, or chance breach in wall and

.. hedge, for glimpde of silken garment and tlash of golden
“.ornament ; in vain .the ear is-bent{o catch the sound of
the merry voices of children playing among the oleanders
and roses. The silence that broods over the Lz is even
greater than that which -has settled upon the dead city.
Yet nature lives, and the mnynas and parrots chatter and
screaln with a royal licence, as they chattered and screamed
in the time of Marco Polo and of 8t. Thomas. The

“crows afe vociicrous upon the verandah roofs, and the
squirrels, with. jerking tails, scud shrieking along the

+ walls. The song of the gurdener comes from the well ag

he draws water for the garden ; and occasionally the sound
- of a tomtom may be heard, as some domestic festival is
being celebrated within_the jealously screened halls,
» The Luz church, to which De Monte left his money,
stands in a grassy meadow at .o little distance from the
~ road. It wasfounded (1516) by the Portugaese Capuchins,
" and for nearly four hundred years its bell -has called the
people to prayer. 1ts congregation no longer consists of
rich merchants, proud dons with their lace-veiled donnas,
" but is composed ,of natives and a few BEurasians. These
. lgst have some of the high-sounding names of the Portu-
guese nobilit® but they inherit little- else’ flom their
distinguished forbears. . S A

. .
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* Take care not , o

* headman, no school, no river, no a§trploger,_an(l no dqctcr.—.——SLm'm.: - *
Books on geography a,ssigri no river,to Madras, and the
map

"across the Coromandel Cog.st,f hav%ixg‘Majdrazz‘ as its ter- -
mination. It is, therefore, a surprise to the visitor to find
what is to all appearances a handsome. gfzref}n};wmdmg .
_through’ the -town and .suburbs and presenting broad -

" stretches of silvery water al various points.. The calm -

L int ori ildings, the beautiful

reflects the quaint oriental bu@dmgs, the beau
* S:if;ze and trees that flourish on its. banks, and - the
gorgeous zolours of  the sunset, with & picturesque cha¥m

River is nothing but a sandy -watercourse ‘that. meryos

" that delights the artistic eye. Like the Adyar, the Cooum

T ad backwater as soon as 1t 'téu'rrivés xvithifx'..sou_nd '
into & bro In bygone days it was connected V-v1§h thg v
508 The immense tract of sand thrown up eince the '

" of the surf.

i of the, harbour arms has divorced the, Cooum .
. building. 0 and, closed it against the smali country :-°

L he ocean, ; : ,
. S:)ir;; tweiﬁch were said in the old days to seek an anchorage

across its bar. I

o fix ypur a.bod;a in a plgce where there is no temp’]e,"t‘xo‘

confirms the implication that it is without a water-'
way. No crinkled black -thréad is to be’ seen’ marked -

t still has its rivér cra{t, rafts and barges,
‘which travel for miles without haste or hustle to distant

-

" villages by way of the silent canals with which tnln'e‘riyer,.jis '

" connected. -

3 PN
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ci " o ’ “bargs. was- “upon it for the use of the
"and .a -State barge.was kept-upon 1t 1 the 1 7
‘ 8(Jajrlvc)v&rnor. In 1688, when the putch ~Comm1'ssary-Ge¥1era.lv )
f 'paid a visit to the Governor, he was entertained at dinner - -

B “fort, and afterwards went: by water to the Com- .
and money upon the making of canals.. As early as 1802 m th? f O;:_’d:;l%:‘ pe;ita.ke of a sumptuous: supper. The
- the waterway to the north was opened and much used. - panys, e dotned’with scarlet and gold, as was*becoming .
In more recent times a great deal of the matcrial that J bargﬁ-wg? 1i:mbf:thég‘Engliéh “Company ‘of merchantsy. )
was once carried thus has been diverted to the railway ; to dt de'ﬁi;tglés syﬁhé ‘banks of . the Cooum were lined with™ -
. but bulky countdy products such'as firewood, palm leaves, Aa}z: d%k‘-skintle 4"inhabitants of Blacktown eager to seé =
cocoanut fibre, and  bamboos are still transported by the B '2112 ha;)W‘ " The centuries that have elapsed have made no
Jeisurely barge that is towed and punted ,between the | ¢ w0 SUOW..". the sightseers.” Their/dress is the same and- -
&b banks of the canals and over the g] tor of th e by 1u andiminished, They:stll come in .
§80 banks of the canals and over the glassy water of the their curiosity is undiminished. . Theyi's come . 1n- .-
Cooum, Appearances are nowhere more deceptive than ‘ he river, not to see a State barge, but to gaze
in the East. The canal looks an ideal st for th AT A i 5f football which the soldiers - -
house b(;at but 1t is hot and stifling T}feama (l))r . ~in-gtolid silence at the ga,n:iSO,__ 1331&  The fortunes of the .
-boat, : . The sea-breeze : riison’’play on' the.island. ortul e
sweeps over its high banks, rustling through the" trees A'Ofxiﬁéagi;:; api)gai?;:ﬁ ‘~i§'£érest them, but the struggle for., ~ .
with a sound -that is suggestivesof coolness and shade ., tg:e ball, the chance-slip_and overthrow of one of the ™ °
without touching the surface- of the still water below ; ,

- .elicit suddén shouts of laughter. The laughter =
and the mosquito is the only creature that feels thoroughly - : g}gﬁ;’g:{gzmy asnit. is. roused ;. and at the end of the
happy in that muggy heat. Vegetation grows luxuriantly; - game the crowd melts awsy. in thie sunset light ;W’Ath no ..

and there are spots where the pampas-grass flourishes and - gign of émotion at the issue of -the contest.” - ~ S
the wild caladium lifts its graceful triangular leaves. The - ‘e The island.is formed by the ‘branching of the Cooum; - -
* long flowing foliage of the pampas lies like the combed s -

near the fea. It is a level piece of gms‘g_;@nd full of .;_f”"
locks of a water-nymph upon the banks of the ¢anal, 3 » go ol interest.. It, was here that the contumacious °::

At the end of the éig‘hteenth century, when the country
‘was beginning to settle down and before railways were
projected, the Bast India Company spent some thought

o LS ot PR is ‘Seatén;‘commandant of ‘he - -
Dropl in s Lap from somo once Hovely Head, | qiﬁsggle;ag§££?2if ::‘:;;éxowr‘ the Company’s calic'oes a _‘
3§ the Persian poet sings'of the hyacinth. At other 'fb the g;ea,t‘in_digna,tion of: Governor Pitt. . At til‘gt,tlge‘ o
Places ‘palms and trees bend over the water with. their ~‘the Company “bad 311”39-f1y‘?,’“g estabhshmez}; on ;; e
. glistening mantles of evergreen ; and the impfudent mynas, © jisland by the e@ge of the rver, Whé’re. th%“’as g;:s[tco}l L
_the starlings of India, on insect-hunting intent, tumble in .. work in safety under.coyer of the ford uguns.'h_r‘_ :V :‘s o
‘and out of the leafy shade as if they were playing at * usual for the Governor to attend the fort church ;ln ; i}%ﬁe G
hide-and-seek. At night, when the chatter of the mynas | _gvery Sfbday. He sat In the g&llery,hiﬁx}lld.reﬂsllet b?, RE
is silenced in sleep, the fire-flics bring their fairy lamps ° “ seat by way of the outside staircase, w ;A.:ls Mt e
- among the palms and kold their revels. S * seen. 'The duty of the commandant of the gaVrVn]:x?on v:}z:s; :
. In the old days, when the Einglish first -settled in {to perade his troops and line -the road. When the

Madras, the Cooum washed the walls of Fort St. George, |
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Governor lived" in the fort thls Tas done w"fthout much
trouble, but when he chose to occupy the gardcn-h?use
by the river, the bunda,y pamde Wwas & muc h more arduous
business. - . C.

The calicoss on one particular Sund&y (1708) were -

: sp;rea.d out in the sun after having béen dipped. Pitt was
pmceedmﬂ to church in his palanquin. Instead of, finding

- th? road on the island lined with troops as usual, he saw.

" : Seaton pargding them.all over ther calicoes. His wrath
knew no boynds. De~cendnm from his palanquin? he .
went in’person to the qpot and ordered the men off, but
. ¢hey had already done considerable gamage. The next
| day the commandant was cal lled Before the council to be
;rcproved The reproof was not reccived with proper

' humlhf\y, so he was suspendzd until the matter of * break- .

ing him altuvether gould be discfBsed. There was further

“{riction between Seaton and Pitt, and it was decided in
council that the captuin should-be sent home by the first -

ship smlmg This happened ‘to be fhe Heathcote, com- .
manded by Captain’ Tolson. When the time. came to-
embark Seaton refused to stir. The council ordered him
to be carried on board, and told off an officer with.a file
of soldiers to carry the order into exccution. It was
easier said than done. They succeeded in getting Seaton
_through the surf and alongside of theship ; but they could
not put him aboard without the assistance of hoisting
tuckle, and this Captain Tolson refused to lend.- He said
“that he was quite Wlllmg to receive anyoneeas a passenger
who desired to sail with him, but he would carry no onee
by force. He asked Scaton if he wished to come on
board ; and, on his replying in tk® negative, the captain
ordered the boat to leave the ship’s side. . Against this

decision there was no appeal, for the commander of an East .
Indiaman was a veritable wonarch on board his own ship. -

There must have been much amusement in the fort over

‘of Nature: = ™

TH_E RIVER ‘{i jj‘i B

RS

‘ the mc1dent an(l pos51bly some gra,tlﬁca,tlon for Sea.ton

had riends and relatives on the" ‘council who! sympa.thlsedu .

_wifif him rather than with Pitt. -

"> 'T'he shape of the island has been. shghtly altered .

- since those. da,ys and the’ river reduced in breadth, but
Naturé remains the gsame. The birds that haunt its

borders’ are unchanged The timid . sandplper still runs -

oveI: the mud-banks by the' water's edge after the ‘still
fleeter Jand-crab that scuds ‘along like a Piece of thistle- .
- down ;blown by the wind. The' kites sall overhead with

3 -
. their; melancholy scream, and the vulga,r Yoice “of tha

crgw sounds in the trees. - The fluttering kmghsher dmps

- like & stone upon. the unwary fish as-it comes for. iis -’

draughb of air to the surface of the water. Lhere isa

splash and:the fisher-bird is on the.wing once’ ‘more; a

bade the coa.chman stop that I might take my fill of the
tropical Slghts.: He obeyed the order without a shadow’
of wonder upon .his placid face. Now and then his-eye

would follow the flight of a bird: ar mark*the passiug of &

buman bemg He would Wa,tch apprehenmvely for the *
ominous spotted owlet, lest it should settle in a tree hard

- dazzlinig spot;of black and white in the sunhght, the -
" silver fish in its beak. AsI passed by road and- bridge I. .

by, and with one shrill screech- tell him .that ‘grim deaih *
was- overshadomng his family; or for ,man, woman, ¢r “
animal. whose approach would sm’mfy bad-lock. If ueg

pondered ﬁt all on my eccentrlc -conduct in mttmg by

the roadsidd, ire the cairiage where there was' nothing tq, -
. wait’ for, heiprobably came to- the conclusion: thaf Iteo

was lookmg for omens and rea.dmg the tut.ure i tme Lace

Good dressmg goes & long Wa.y towards gwmg dlgnny;{’;

to' & woman; grod. bridging' does the same for a river.,
_ The Cooum is spanned .by no. fewer than ten’ -bridges. -
between. Chetput afid the sea.. Nine of them are of stone -

s

£



could be- done until money came,
~ -the bridge was not. completed untll 1755.
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and worthy of -a Presidency town. The tenth is by no
- means ugly, but being of iron it is less picturesque. oIt is
*on the marina, where it carries the road across the mouth
of the Cooum.

The most 1nterestlng of the stone brldges-—-though it
is neither the handsomest nor the largest—is the one
across the northern arm of the Cooum near the fort. It
bears the inscription, < Wallajah Bridge,.erected by ordeér
of Government in 1755 on’ piers which had been laid
about 1740; Mr. J. Brohier, Engineer.’ The.fort gate,.
_ opening on to the road that passes over the brldoe, has
- veceived the same name. - -

The date given by the 1nscr1ptlon “about 1740 for
the foundation of the piers does not agree with the records. .
-~ In 1742 Major Knipe was appointed chief engineer; he,
" was the first of a long line to command the Madras corps, !

which was then in its infancy. His attention was at once,
dirgcted to she enlargement of the fort. Before this couldi
“be done it was necessary to deflect the river, which ran!
‘close beneath the walls. Knipe lost no time in setting!
" about the.work (1743) ; but it was not until the bed of ;
the river was altered that the piers of the new brldge
could be built. Want of. funds prevented him from com-.
pleting it; there was so much else that was more im-|
portant to do. - vl i
.~ Plans for the enlargement of the gott had been pre-|
pa.red by Mr. Smith, the fatkér of Colonel Joseph Smlth,,
the bugbear oiv’xﬁildu Ali, but bP e %hey could h¢
executed -dhe, E,,anh were in poasses:smn (1746). The!
fort was: ﬂw‘en back three years lajer (1749), but .nothing |
4[ Thus it happened. that

At -that time Brohier, whose name ﬁgures in ther
inscription, was an ensigng in” the Madras Engmer 5.

Promotlon came. fo. him rapldly, and in 1756 h? was|
, ’ ]

i
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made majof Hé succeeded Colonel Carohne Scott as

.chief englneer in the- Same year. " His downfall was as

mpld as his progress..: He was transferred .to Calcutta «
‘to rebuild Fort William, and his work there was said to
be so defective that it had to be done overagain. - He

_received his dismissal in 1760 without any reason belng

given, and retired to deylon, where apparently he settled.

" Through: the kindness' of one- of his descendants, Mr.
. Siebel, a retired Queens Proctor of Ceylon, I have had

the oppoq:umty of readmg a long letter addressed by
Major Brohier to a friend in “Fngland. In it he excuses

“himself for shortcomings,. compla,ms that he was short- o

handed " in the work at Cal cutta, not having enough over- h

" geers on his staff, and asserts thiat he was ruined by the:
: personal spite of Boddam and Vansittart, two influential

men in the Company’s service whom he had offended. . The.

' name of the friend to' whom the letter was writteX is not

mentioned, but at the erid of the copy I found a note of
part.of a letter from Sir John Call; who' was Brohlers
successor for a short tlme at Madras. The letter from
Sir John was da.ted Eebruary 14, 1771, and swid, ‘Iam ;
‘qn very good terms st the India House ang- ofter’ con-
sulted Mr. J ames, the late secretary ;. and the modore, %
now a director, inquired kindly for you, and. took the
opportunity to tell him it was a misfortune o the Com.
pany that you was [sw] forced from Bengal in ‘which they

~agreed.’, Following thls extract there is: 8 memorandum

which. suggests'that perhaps_after all it .was not entirely
on account of defective building that Fort Wllham was 4,
rebuilt. - The memorandum i8:— . = 1-7
«Of the Plans stolen (by & man. Of the name ofﬁ
Fountaigne or Fountayne) from - John -Brohier, late
Engineer-in-Chief- of Ca.lcutta. on the evenmg of. Decem- :

ber 2, 1760. .
¢The large ongmal ]?la.n of the Cltadel ‘
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- Shnbcarlouche finished with the ‘renvoys.'( » R
__{Ope Plan of the Citadel with the scale of the Pley of

the Town.’ , - T

The taking of Fort St. George by the .Frengh (1746)

and the destruction of Fort St. David at Cuddalore (1758)
werd still rankling in the midds of the Company. . The
French name of the thief is a possible clue to the reagon
of the theft and to the destination of the stolen property;
the Fort William authorities may have' found it con-
venient to make the excuse d® bad workmanship in order
to alter. the original plan. The loss of valuable docu-
meénts, for which Brohier was_responsible, was sufficient
reason virtually for his dismissal, whatever officfal reason
may have been given. WHvther his work was good and
lasting upon the bridge that bears kis name there is no
possibility of ascertaining; for under the master hand of
De Havilland it was widened, iiid very little of Brohier’s
structure remains. , ‘ ' . ‘
The Wallajah bridge was named after Mohammed
Ali, upon whom was bestowed the title of Nawab Walg
lajah. He was the Company’s aily in the wars' with
Haider . and the French, and he, received permission to
build himself a palace in Madras at Chepidk (1767).
- With Orientals it is considered a great honour to have
a-diown or building named after them. ¢The first lease
granted to the &inglish upon the Coromandel Coast had
" that condition attached to it. Madras, was, and still is,
known among the natives as Chennaputnam, the town of
Chennappa, who granted the lease. The bastion artd the
fort gate that opens towards the bridge reccived the name
ol Wallajah at the same time as the bridge ; and the road
leading from the Chepik Palace to the Mohammedan

v oo it

. pringe.
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quarter of »Triplic_a,né was named in ‘honopit of the same
‘When thegdfches ;weré’but _f:hre'e y'eeyfs'oid Stfiﬁ’gef‘
Lawrence with his troops probably thundered across
them as they retired from the Choultry Plain before the.

. superior_forces of Lally (1758). The regiments passed

" over the moat by the drawbridge, and the great iron-

armoured doors of the fort clanged under the archway as :
they were closed and barred. A clamouring crowd of
natives, fleeing before the invaders were left outside, for
the fort was already crowded. The Wallajak bridge saw

thern disperse and mielt away to seek an uncertain refuge

- in unprotected Blacktown, or to hide themselves armong

. -the palm groves of Chepik and the river swamps. Pigot, .

the Governor, was obliged to forsake the new garden-

. house 'in" Triplicane, and he, too, crossed the bridge ,;_t(?;

take up his abode in the fort. * . = . - s :
In later years there were Other streams .of fugitives,’
the English inhabitants of the: ‘garden-houses’ - thak -

Mackay -was .erecting on’the. Choultry. Plain; and the

‘people from the Mount, all in fear of the Mysore horse- ..

men, who were more intent upon loot than on conquering -
a country in which they had no intention of settling. " It
took many years to subdue those hardy. cavalrymen: of

" the plateau of Mysore. The old '191;1‘1 Dragoons, who
-frequently crossed swords with them, used to complain-

that they could never gef the Mysoreans and Mahrattas .-
‘on the raw, ®they were s0 padded and armoured and ’
turbaned. The .irate troopers adopted the "trick of
riding at their opponents’ turbahs, tilting them off, and
then slashing at their' bare skulls, a plan which they.
found effective. .~ v o T o
Over the Wallajah bridge rode Warren Hastings as.
be conducted his . fellow-passenger, Mrs.. Imhoff, to his-
garden-house at the Mount, where she stayed with him
L L ST T e T e
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as his guest in 1770. ‘Seven years later Liord Pigot, dis-
graced by an unjust arrest, and broken-hearted by the
action of his unsympathetic council, was: driven out to
the Mount from the fort, ounly to return in his coffin, and
be carried across the bridge to his last resting-place—
a nameless grave in St. Mary’s Church within. the walls
of the fort (1777). The Duke of Wellingtorr as the
Honourable - Colonel Wellesley, Tiord Cornwallis, - Sir
Thomas Munro, Sir Eyre Coote, and many other dis-
tinguished soldiers and administrators have traversed the
island and crossed the bridge in their time, as well as the
more humble privates.and non-commissioned officers who
»contnbuted their share in the making of the British
" Empire in South India.
Whether they passed in the pale yellow llght of the
. morning, with its blue.haze, 1is sparkling dewdrops, and
fresh sea-breeze, or whether they hurried homewards in
the gorgeous colouring of the sunse}, the scene that they
gazed upon was the same as-that which meets the eye of
their successors and descendants as -bhey cross the bridge
to-day. The broad expanse of the;Cooum reflected the
group of hospital buildings contemporary with the bridge.
The -fisherman, wading waist-deep, cast his net, and the
- laden barge floated up to Chintadripettah with its load,
of firewood. Drum and bagle sounded over the grassy
sward of the-island, and the moan of the surf came in
on the breeze. The kingfishers dipped from the old
_piers of the bndge, and the crows foradcd in thé mud
below. - .
.- There is one blot upon the hlstory of the Wal]a]ah
bridge. In 1875 Liord Hobart, the Governor, died. " His
remains were placed in ‘a vault in St. Mary’s Church,
The funeral passed along the road over the island and
entered the fort by the Wallajah gate. At that period a
wooden footway was attached to the -north end of the

* Mr. George Chambers,
" Mr. Burr, and Mr..C. Pmsent

‘THE R’WER Lo 85

brxdge, and on thls occasmn 1t was crowded with natives .
eages. to see the funeral procession. Suddenly the wooden.
structure gave way:and the mass of sightseers were pre-. .
cipitated into the water. Some English gentlemen, who
_happened to be” within reach, heard the cries of the-
- people -and ran to their assistance. Thanks to- thelr‘
efforts only five of’ the natlves were drowned.! - :

" At the time when I was begmnmg to ‘meke " the
acquamtance of*Madras and its beautiful suburbs, through o
- thé exigencies of social duties, the fort chaplaincy was .. °

held by Dr. Sayers. -His wife” was, dead, - and her body
laid to rest in the cemetery on the island...'As there was

no lady in the chaplain’s quarters, I had no-éceasion to *

call at the old house, which many years afterwards my
husband and I occupied ; but Dr. Sayers called upon me.

preachmg eccentric sermons. Speech was given us ‘to

‘He was an excitable Irishman, with, & reputatron for -

-

hide our thoughts.’ With Dr. Sa.yers his ready speech 7 -

. betrayed his thoughts ‘all too qulckly, and raised laughter .
or wrath as the case mlght be. In his sermons it led hnnv o
‘into familiar terms which brought smiles "to the fa,ces of“ .
his hearers. . In speaking of Boaz and Ruth. he’.s5aid,,. .
¢ She was ]ust a gmss-cutter‘ such as you may see any -

day of your lives in the Mount Road:! '

One Sunday, when the Weather Was hot- and fhe '
,punkahwallahs slack in therrw duties, he noticed that his = .

congregation showed sxgns of somnolence -Hig’ ready

Irish wit came to . ‘his assistance ‘at once. He broke off .-
from his subject and began to. repro'Ve them. for. th“lr,l;“‘
 lethargy after this fashion: * When you come. tc church - S
- o listen to the word of God. your attention wanders and

you let sleep paralyse your senses. - But if 1t were clothes

1 Among the gentl

emen were Captam C. J Smith, R.E., Mr Tuarnbal}, ;
Dr. Benson and Dr Formhy of the Medical Servxce, Ly
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now, instead. of the word of God that ye had gathered
together to ‘consider, there would be no sign of slumber
among ye; and at the first sound of “ Hawker, Ma'am !’
—here he gave the long penetrating call of the Indian
hawker with the prolonged nasal chant of ‘Ma'am’ to
the life. It echoed round the church with electrifying
_effect, and before the last cadence had died away, every
member of the startled congregation was wide awalke.
There was a pause and an audible grunt of satisfaction
from the preacher as he continued: ¢ Ye see the truth of
what I'm saying. . Ye sleep at the call of God, but eve

one of you is awake at the call of a hawker.’ ;

87

!
CHAPTER VII -
A i)ADY MERCHANT AND A ‘RUROPEAN' @ALLEY ‘SLAVE
'Theﬁ; are six things whiéh_ entail m;mhhppy conseqnences—the service

of kings, robbery, horse-brea.kingt the accumul;tiog of weal‘tl:,' sorcgry, -and
anger.——Snpm. .

Jusr above the Waila.j@ﬁ bridge there is a bend in the

river. .. It was from this bend to the sea that the altera-

tion’ was made. Above the bend ‘it keeps its original

course, touching the grounds of the General Hospital and

forming a boundary on the south and west. " There 18 a

bridge at this point called St. Mary’s bridge. The ground -

between the twor bridges on the Georgetown side, upon

which stand the central station, the General Hospital, and:|

1 i 35/ ' i ting spots
Medical College,dsone of the most interes
f)?lisid: the fort WZ,:%;F It was here that the first garden-

houses of the Kng ish -were built. They Stpod on the. .

Lo

fort side of the river, and ‘their owners were near enourh ..

to the guns to feel .that they were safe from the Mahratta

and Mysorean horsemen.- These were the residences

described by Fryer when he visited Madrag in 1674, He

speaks of their vegetable and fruit 'ga.rdéns, and of the

ti ‘ sentlemen
tirement of the cool houses. The gentlem
fi?ifgrgnriorseback and the ladies carried in palanquins

resorted to them after the heat of the day and took their -

pleasure by the banks of the river. It was ~a purer

' ' it 1 bling the Adyar as
then ‘than it 1s now, resem :
?:r::‘vips pa.s?‘. the house that was once De Montegs.

Y
‘ *
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Chintadripettah did not exist, and Blacktown had not

overflowed into Egmore and the Choultry Plain to spread
a network of drains over the banks of the river and turn it
into a city sewer. Here the Company had its first garden-
house built upon the west end of the present grounds of
the General Hospital. It was destroyed by the Frerich
(1746), and with it was destroyed the carefullyelaid out
garden which occupied so much of the attention of Pitt.
On the return of the English (1749) the half-ruined hoyses
by the Cootim were abandoned by the servants of the'
Company for others that were erected further afield. In
1753 twelve of the old buildings were taken by the Com-

. - pany for the use of the General Hospital, at first by hire
.and afterwards by purchase. One of these, which stood

at the western end of the property, had been formerly
used as a store go-down by the Company. This gave rise
to the tradition. that the General Hospital was once the
Company’s warehouse, a tale not,altogether without
foundation. There was an old bridge over .the Cooum
leading to the garden-houses that went by the name of
the Garden Bridge. It wasdemolished aftes the Wallajah

" bridge was built and. the course of the river altered. °

~ The river has witnessed some strange scenes, and
could tell queer’ tales of the revelrysthat went on' by its
‘banks. Mr. Warner, the Company’s chdplain, had some-
_thing to say on the subject; but we have no proof that
sqclety was any worse by the side oé';he Cooum than it
was by the side of th¥ Thames. e pliritanical spirit
was abroad frowning disapproval on all kinds of-amuse-
ment, and classing the innocent with the guilty. It was
here that Yale had a garden-house, and scandal was busy

- with his name and that of Mrs Nicks, a remarkable

woman, who was his friend-and neighbour. -She wat
bridesmaid to his wife at his ‘marriage in the fort—the
* first to take place in the new church of St. Mary’s (1680)

oo T
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Miss Latherine Berker’s was the second. “Her spouse was -
Johy Nicks, one of the.servants of the Company. He
possessed a good house in the fort, and, according to the
custom permitted by the Company, traded in- country,
goods, inland, as well a3 by sea—firewood, stfa.w, ofl, gi'ain; .
salt, curry-stuffs, country fruit, and vegetables.,,.Fdr bona- -
fide country products there was no need to have a free-.
trade licence, which ‘was enly granted’to those who were
not employed iff the ie;%ice. ' VT L

~A great Iriefidghip existed between the:Yale and the
Nicks.families. - Childfen were born of both unions, .and -
the parents stood sponsors for each others babies at the V‘
font. "There were other circumstances.‘which’ possibly. .
served. to rivet the bands. In each caseonly one son was =
born to live and fejoige the hearts of their ‘parents, and"
very dear did those iftle ‘boys become. aA e S
. Mistress Kitby Nicks was thé first -to.meef ‘sorrow."
Her son was taken from her at the age of three yedrs. TIt.,
is not difficult to’ imiagine how that-passionate -natire -
grieved. ) She was a woman of unusual spirit, sxibs(e‘qtlently’
known to every servant in the Company’s service on.thé
Coromandel,Coast. - The loss of: her .son.and héir must "
have wrung her heart with anguish, and thogh she had
many daughters, the ®dcant place was not filled till many -
years afterwards, ] en & Benjamin was born to her v hom
she na.megl,}?f}éjh'lf. R e L .

]?9,:5@*‘5 year after the death of little “John Nicks,
Eli%; and Cafherine Yale were called upon -to part with .~
iLur (‘)n;_i;‘He died at about the same age, é,nd.'was buried.--.
in the old cemetery wheré the present Law Courts stand.
It was sometimes called the Guava Garden.  The Dutéh -
used to plant guava trees .in their cemeteries; and their’
example was followed by the English. ‘The old vestry
records speak-occasionally-of the cemetery as the ‘Guava -
Garden. Here, under the pink blossoms of the guava -

B
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bushes, were laid the hopes of the two 'familiés, and a

" common sorrow. bound them in a still closer bord of -

friendship. : . .
. But though.Mrs. Nicks might grieve, hers was not a
- gpirit to be broken by sorrow. She still had her girls to,

‘“'think of. There were nine of them by the year 1696, -

+*and six lived to grow to womanhood. They Had to be
- provided for, or portioned if they married ; and the brave:
hearted, ambitious mother set herself to work for them.
With ships of her own and a gang of warehouse slaves
.she launiched upon a course of free trade which astonished
her neighbours by its boldness and its irregularity. Her
efforts were not confined to Madras; they extended south
.along the Coromandel Coast. She acted as the middle-
man, and bought calicoes from the country weavers which
she sold to the Company, & course thattwould have been
perfectly legitimate had her htisband beefi a free trader
end held the necessary licence. As he was in ‘the servicé -
of the Company the proceeding was illegal, as the direc:

tors refused to recognise the wife apart from"her husband."
At that time the President in Council was endeavour- -

i‘ngAto -estublish a factory on the coast of Arcot.” Thé

calicoes made in and dround Cuddalore were found to be .
of a. superior quality.” They were painted, "as it~ was

called, dyed we should say now, and the patterns had
_caught the public taste -in Europe, where the stuffs were
in great demand for curtains.. The unsettled state of the
countty, - from tife presenge of the Mahratta horsemen
bent on marauding, made the transit-of incrgbendise by

road impossible. |, The only way of proguring the calicoes =

‘was by persuadillg the weavers to bring-their wares to
“some centre on the coast and to ship themn to Madras.
,Cuddalor® was a convenient centre, and here, after some
vicissitudes, the Company managed to establish a small
factory (1682). © - . R

=14

oy

. . irregularities; such as tradin

. into trouble:: -
o1 °

N
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- A few"years later John Nicks was sent there as chief.

The gppointment suited Mrs. Nicks exactly. She found

o herge.lf‘ freer from observation and with more oppor-

tunities of trading than she had at-the Présidency town

Moreover, her husband, bexing chief, could wink at hél:
and’ ing’ :

' in the Cémpany’s go-dcwns.g ‘ d Wa.reho I}S‘l“an:ylller g ogds :
- As long as Yale continued in power (1687-1692) véry-
I}tt,le was openly said, except that she ought to-take out a -

' .hgzen/ce:"{/D;oubtless there were jealousies, and the refnark
was not without its sting. - Everybody knew that if she

: h.ad asked for & licéence it would have been refused.” The
directors were already regarding the free traders with ™
suspicion ; and it was becoming more difficult each year .

- that passed for a man to obtain permission to ‘go to India

or to purchase a licence to trade. A woman who begged

¢« -for such a boon could not ho in
i . could not hope for anything but a curt
- ‘refusal.” Women’s mg}nts had riot’ been heard of at'that

speriod. - . Sl it
~ The Dutch, who had settled at Cuddaloro before the
- .arrival of the. El'lg!ish, showed themselves imfriendly from -
.. the very beginning. Their enmity increased to such an
extent that the President decided to close the factory.
The goods and servants were sent to Conniizeer negl:
~ Pondicherry.. It was in the transference of the Com’ any’s "
stock from one factory to the cther.that Mrs. Niclli)s gyot’ .
Her goods were apparently moved with those of the
'Company, and she thought *to claim them on arrival, but
- herein she was mistaken.. There had been for some ’time .
" past a growing feeling of jealousy on the part of the other
merchants in Madras, among whom there was some com-
petition for the inland trade. - The freemen considered -
- that she was infringing their rights; and the Companv’s .
_servants, whose wives were not imbued.with thepsar};e |
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mercantile spirit, did not see why Mrs. Nicks should have
~ an advantage not possessed by themselves: Now was the

opportunity to ¢ break ’ her.and her husband, and they did -

not intend to lose it. They accused her of having broken
open the Company’s go-downs at Connimeer and of
having taken forcibly a quantity of ealico. In all proba-
bility it was hers, and was paid for with her owi? money;
but, holding no licence, she had no right to be in posses-
sion of such goads. She fell back on her old friend and
~ declared that the property was Yale’s. '

Yale's reign was over, and he was no longer able to.

_ help her, being overshadowed by a cloud of trouble him-

self. She was asked for proof of her assertion, but of
course could give none. Qther accusations of fraud were

brought against her,.the chief witnesses being, as in

Streynsham Master’s case, the native merchants or brokers
who brought in the calico, evidence that was utterly
~ unreliable. ‘

Mrs. Nicks was suedipersonallyfor'the ~value of the A

calico ¢he had -taken, ‘she - being & woman _notoriously
known to be & separate rperchant from her husband,’” said

the indictment ; and she’ was asked to give bail for het

appearance to answer for her illegal’ proceedings. She
refused ; s0 4 warrant was issued for her arrest. There
seemed to be a difficulty in putting the warrant into exe-
cution, as the lady also refused to be arrested. Accord-

ingly, a guard of musketeers was placed over her house in’

the fort, to which she had returned, and there was Do
small excitement in the little community within the fort
and in the garden-houses by the river. In the end she
'paid what was demanded, and the guard was removed.
) ‘We have only the. council’s * version of the story;
_what Kitty Nicks bad to say in defence of her conduct is
" not recorded.*She-did.not possess the ready pen of a
THamilton to fling back mud at her enemies. Whether

e 2 -
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she was to blz.nne or not, it is easy to read the moraﬂ of
her sfory, which was that there was no sympathy among -

the sterner sex for women who entered into competition .

vthh' men ?n money-making and trade. In modern days-
pubhc opinion, as regards her position of being ‘a se ara{e
mgrchant from her husband,” would. not have a,ppligd th
e};)lth.et"motorious ’ to her actions. It brought about the
dismissal of her husband from the service of the Compan ; :
an event }vhich at that time carried no disgrace Witph» i{’
Ee”obta,lned the licence, with which he should ha.v.
provided himself when he married the intrepid Mi .
Barker, am_i spent.the rest of his years in free trade =
+ Mrs. Nicks paid a short visit to England and ret;urﬁ d
to Madras, where she married three of her daughteré (:; |
men ?vho held good positions in the Company’s servi ;
She lived down the scandal that grew out of the sh g
with Yale of his ga,rden-house' by the Cooum a.nda'gl'ng
at Madras, probably in her house in Choultry ’Street P
. the north side of the fort, in 1709. Her Iiusba.nd’foi[
) igwed ier ixghl’i'lll1 ;da.nd both lie buried in the old cez:e-
“:tery wherg they had already lai well
" @s the litt?e sog‘. ‘ , y‘:"lald thrfa ° ,daught?lj? o well
A tragic story is told of one of : -
-Madras who lived in the fort and pri%:.bﬁl;?éh:.fiaie::“ Of .
the, garden-houses by the Cooum, to which he and h(?
wife retreated in the hot weather. - The story has b n
told more than once in. print of how Peter Cur, ensen
was taken priﬁoner by the pirate Angria and nindeej1
galley slave; “how he served at ‘the oar for five lon iy
terrible years, and how he was ransomed and rclurn g&
home to die. Thanks to the kindness of a member ef
the Curgenvery family, 1 have been put in. possession 0f
" the details of/the story. - .~ L ’ ? k
Peter was born in Lelant in Cornwall - an »
educated at Sherborne School under his augzcgﬁa);&nedl%wea;s /
j Y en o
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~ Thomas Curgenven, who was afterwards Rector of Folke,
a- pretty little country parish in Dorsetshire. Thomas
Curgenven married Dorothy Pitt, the sister of Thomas
Pitt, Governor of Fort St. George (1698-1709), and great-
aunt of Liord Chatham. This connexion with India was
sufficient to find employment for members of the Cur-
genven family, and Peter entered the service of the
Company when he was seventeen years old. Five years.
later he became a free merchant, and by and by settled
in Fort St. George. After the manner of free merchants,
he was often away for months or even years seafaring,’
as it was then familiarly termed, trading at Eastern ports
"and bringing indigo, saltpetre, silk, "sugar, rice, and other
commodities, which were purchased and sent to England
by the Company. He named his ship the Sherborne, after
his old school, and she was commanded by Captain

Henry Cornwall. ‘ - ’
It was on this ship, when he was passing down from
Surat to Boinbay, that he was attacked and taken
prisoner. The story is told on his monument, a marble
tablet on the south wall of the church at Walthamstow
in Esscx. The inscription is as follows: e
+ *Near this place lyeth the body of Peter Curgenven.
. Erected by his widow. He was sent in his youth to the
East Indies, where, attaining a thorough knowledge of
the India trade in all its branches, he acquired a plentiful

fortune, and, withal, what is more valuable, the universaly,

character of a man of great honour ahd honesty, of
inviolable faith and integrity, which virtues he adorned
with an uncommen affability and politeness. Preparing
after a twenty-five years’ absence to return to his native
country, he unfortunately fell into the hands of Connajee
Angria, Admiral to the Sou Raja, then at .war with
the English at Bombay, and remained in a miserable
captivity about five years, during which time with an
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unparalleled patichice, eneros
continued nof ly comfoitiaiy
01 [ ) Y- CCInioes; ¥
" hig fe sufferers Lo 20 B ARG Supporting
b1y fellow-sufferers; pus even refusing his own deliveia}\xge

-

without that of his combanions i s
. S npanions !D mISery_{,, At I t. havine-
freed. hirself and the rest by his own indm;s;:l;:x?g :

management; he embarked for En ‘i y
) i, [ b r gland in- h of -
s@ting-dewn invquiet and ‘enjoying the fruitspgis h(i)gf

Iabours. - But see “ihe uncertai
) e ibe mty of ‘all things :
. below 1. Just before his landing, a vi'ole?lt ﬁ;l l:fg ir:;r;

- selzing his thigh, though' the effects were hardly. discern- -

", 1ble, yet was hd forced soon after his arrival in London - -

\to bave hjs thigh first laiq open and then cut off 5]
ciose. fo: the body. Scarce ever was the like o ; Htl'OSt ’
. perfornizd {4 Neyer any.undergone with more pell' ation
.and .ﬁrmnes,s,ﬂ without so rhuch as a groan, of (:ISJO o
. IPOthI‘I to express his ang A‘ish. “He oti,tlive,d thi ® onst
tion twelve days, when the wbimd, bléeding a;:é:k? ell‘j: ’

- resigned his last breath with a surprising sedateness and' .

 untoncern” at leaving this world, being fully persuaded

* he was_ going to exchange his perishable for everlasting © -

%,

. /riches. He died on the 26iL of .
47th: year of his age." He vfz; the sg;ngi égii’ in the
ggnvg?n; a gentlemen of goodk.f_ _famﬂ'y in Com 3'11’11- Cur-.
married Frances, daughter i Jhhn ﬁothérha wa’, and
parish; Esquire, whom he left hé sole éxecutrz-n’ gf this
no 1ssué, and who. erected this monument 'ovellulil’ié g::vl'g
> len e

as a tokgﬁ of her affection and gratitude.” - .
,Mzs. .Curgenven had gone home to- ﬁ;gl;ﬁd'

gt

Some

“years before,. and 'he; after realising his fortune, wac'
y SWas

. hoping .to'r’join'her and settle down to 3 happy English
& inglis

_hfe. Then came the ferrible. news: of his capture and of . -
. 0 . B

the large ransom demanded. She wag 5 1.

e . °. Lo . * 4 S .

:Having twenty thousand pounds of hez:.‘o;‘r‘nl%é%}?: tneans,
“was sent and she sat down to wait, with what Pza;l.isom ‘
she .could : muster for the coming of hep jori  alcl

. R e e Iord With
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mingled joy and pain the suffering man and his faithful
wife were united once more; but he was broken in health
and spirit, though his noble patience still remained: ,.On
his body he bore the marks of the cruel treatment that
- he had received at the hands of hiz captors.. The iron.
~ bolt by which he had been fastened to the galley had,so:
galled and injured his leg as to cause. the attack thathis,
wife described on the monument. 'ng”muStWTé
man of jndomitable courage to ha.vegp_x;yj?fg Wi treat-
ment, and to have submitted to the operation mentioned’
- before the use of chloroform was discovered, -
“-..Thus passed away one of the good old merchants_of
. Madras, who traded honestly and whose name was never.
entered in the Company’s. ‘ Black Books.’ Peter Cur-
genven’s name has long been forgotten in Madras; but
his figure was once familiat in”the fort and upon the
besch among. the shipping; he was to be seen with his
_ wife in the church of St. Mary's, and_he ¢ took the air’
in the evening after service on the sands outsjde the
. sea-gate, or loitered by the banks of the Cooum ‘among
" the oleanders and Persian roses of his garden-house.
“"His widow married for;her secopd hgsband Lord Somey-
ville, a Scotch baron, whos history s as romantic, though
not so tragic and anfortunate, as that of Peter Curgenven
free merchant of Fort St George. - S

"CHAPTER VIII
THE .GO'VE'RN'OB"
‘Great rivers, s"l.m/dyy-treéé, :medicihg_l L -
\  plants, §nd .
_born for themselves, but for the good of mankind in E:ﬁﬁ:;s_fgiﬂﬁm not

AN'i‘mp(}i'té,ﬁt socia) duty which has to be dc L
. o ! e done on arri -
-in Madras, besides paying calls on the residents B;gn:}f,;

writing of the name of the newcomer in the visitors’ . -

book at Governiment It i . .
acall. ) rE YHO,?I,SE,}',_ ,It 18 e‘IUIYalept to malking

-As my husband and I -drove up to the house Vthe‘t:"

‘scarlet and gold of the uniforms, sacred to the use of -

the i'e_presentatives ‘of the Empress of Iridia, was an
- . Indra,

impressive, and picturesque sight.- The peohs
grouped Zt.'the‘ wide entrance with a bagkgtguns;o%i

" marble-white pillars and" green palms and ferns. The .

long scarlet coat, the red sash with burnished badge worn .

~-across the chest, the neatly folded turban, the bare feet = -

and silent tread, the brown complexio uiet dis -
and deferential manner, were touches I;ilileaz:é;tl;lignﬁy
with the noble blilding. - .- . I well
We were conducted inside the large hall, of v}hiéh"fh -
staircase occupies a considerable portion, to a table whier on
lay the visitors’ book for the year 1877. The voh:' oy
yvhich by this time fill more than one shelf, must bznesf’" :
immense interest, containing as they do thegauébgra hs Of
almost every Englishman.who has been in the civﬁ axfd

‘military services of Madras. .When the name was duly -
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C st doposite n. the {able ~ by the aides might be the old house, There is no means
inseribed {.md the ca,ll-ngwula ,;Lf:(;ltgg]; Iz:(()m'ducted us - of corroboratifig this surmise.  The latest authority on
the ma,g‘mﬁcent‘ peon Tv‘x _-.aitul Iti'r l‘e 1 away twith Fewrot ab” the topography of Madras is Colomel Tove, RE srhe
bac]ic to the ca.rrm;j?};-i::.t - ; i:;;ewtw make'iﬁy aéquai%t e ' . says in his book, * A Tiist 9{ i ctures in _Govérnmenf;
having had so slior {;'1  descrves the title of palace. & =i “: House, Madras,’ that- Madeiros's house was the nucleus
_with & building that {fully 1o laid out the Company's™” " of the present biilding. Lt e
X Tpe 'old merchzu):lts, ;Zs o the Cooum, litt] 2 though f, " Sihee the _»aequisi-tion _pf, the property the ‘road has
Physic Garden on ﬂ?; an Juctant permissioﬂ from . the - been altelje(l. fAL, t’z‘mtltxme,’ says Colonel Love, the
when they obtaine aJ'tre ‘two or three chambers"for. ~ roads ‘which now ‘bdund the park did not exist. The
- directors in 1676 to Pud utp.sa,natoriul would in course . * Triplicano high road ren north without deviation' up to-
the sick,” that the_lr moh esim Seing pile e call Govern- . .Government House. }.x::dge, and passed within fifty yards -
of time develo?‘ mt{D t’l def gf the first house was com-- of the .houseA——t.ha,t is, throggh_ - the present compound.
-mentdfl’oui%SIlh;t ;)Zlca;leg the official residence ¢f the . ‘;];hést(r)ogf V&"ZS(;I;? ’facfs, the"mgl_q\thoroughfare from the ‘
leted 1n . . YN T 7 . ] : L “ o ,
'E‘rovem,or' ].:ts succ%ssirhhcaz ;fsil;s;;il(l}geg;‘ea ff,\lets;t?vr:s’; ;/b lTl])ile line -follo?'ed by this old road is still distinguish;
beginning with i 11};3 in the State barge, and cul- v B I?F-y tlzgaven:_ue of old trees. e
conducted to the old house King-Emperor, who, as . Fiveyears alter the purchase the French were onte
“minating in the person of -the .mg :b pthe,])uke of _nore m Mhadras, but not 1 possession of the foyt.
Prince: of Wales, was entertaine y b NEEEE ' Government House was: invested w

gk 6] stra pulled’down the verandahs, bufn sziilthlgllwir't’r?ogi ol
B e o bt about by Testruic- - patied down the.verandahs, bufned the village of hepik,
e e e e I stroyed the privsio houses of the Einglsh in the -
Hon o b O e tho_ rendit . eL2 . meighbourhood. = The year 1759 saw Lally defeated and
]Ellnglish returned after the rendition of tlhe ﬁ)rg g’Z :1?23 i armny i ,,-et}:e?_;« e Ll dtnod and
ey o e Company’; gifiﬁ_hzi;orirvif e(YL.wle and -occupied, but it did net assume its present proportions -
' ' iated wi e mem
ground. . It was associa

. s eoin V‘l h 8 1% ll - I\ ‘ Cli ve Was GOVSI.'DOI‘. In a Jtion to the exte

T2

ngive alteral

tions, the present banqueting hall was built) ' Tn 1860 .-
hoso bones lie in the cometery o8 t1e idand, -, : t;xilss étoréI;' wal zidde:il, and the park énlarged-’Ilg' igg?ns
- Morse, wt Ot‘?'e Ozarried little weight with the Company, o patt of the garden that hod Do ealarged 3 sdding
dA-:SOZl: c’igleisded (1753) to purchase for the,Gove‘rnor"'s el Cmatin, © o g had belonged o @ Nabob of
' Z;rdlenzesidence a house in Triplicsire- that had belonged e e beidse over the Cooum neat it

to Luis de Madciros,. . descendant of one of “the old “is omo of the bandsoment 1n M

‘The natives call it -
Portuguese micichants of Mylapore. Sir Arthur Have-, |

“the Gove“x‘n'mentr-.bridge on account of its proxim

. : i ‘ ity to
e wor, took an interest in local the .Governor's residence. ,' It bears this inseriptios: -
lhai(;f(’)r;v nzgdhzewgigg;;::én:}zat the burigalow‘sta‘_ndi.ng ‘St George's -,1 brifigé : "".érected( curn Shio | Qrd£s°§£~ '
."betWee; the banqueting hall and the river and Qgcppledﬂ N R e e o e

: PP S . . - -
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Government, 1805. Lieutenant T. Fraser, Engmeer@
" Seen from the road that runs along the south side. of. the
river from the Mount Road to the sea, with the sunset
colours behind it; it forms a subject worthy of the artist’s’
brush. The trees along the banks and the-emerald green
" of the island lend % charm that belongs to a gylvan
- country far removed from the habifations of fhen ; yet
the old Blacktown is barely a mile distant. -
Between this bridge and the \Va.lla]ah brldoe the
‘white tents of Lord Roberts gleamed on the 1slend a few
* years ago. He bad no house agsigned to his use in
Madras, and he considered that he had just -cause of
complzunt ‘His right abode should have been in thes
fort in the midst of the garrison. He cast longing eyes
on the Accountant-General’s office; once occupied by the
Duke of Wellington. It would have made a fitting
residence for the Commander-in-Chief of Madras, as he
was then called; but the -authorities did not take the
hint, so he pitched his camp within sound of the garrison
bugles and in sight of the fort.

The Duke of Buckingham had been Governor for'

nearly two years when we arrive§. It was not long

" before I had the opportunity of seemg him as he passed

me in the Mount' Road,. 1eav1ng aneimpression on my

* mind of clattering outriders in handsome uniform, the

. rattle of hoofs from the horses, and a -vision of three

modest-looking ladies, his daughters, and a grizzly

bearded man in a grey sun-topee. A cloull of dust raised

by the/feet of the horses enveloped the cortége and hid it
from: {ny backward glance of cunoswy

. Hewasan able man, blunt in manners and casual in

dress, caring nothing for State ceremonial. He wore the

grey sun-helrgt on all occasions \vhen not in uniform,

y whether it was a garden- party, or'the inspection of troops,
, or & State visit to a native pr;mce I suW him frequently, ’

-.z, "o FRR o
- . « PN

: as the Duke is not Tere."- i g FITU ok

/

THE GOVERNOR ‘},

and always in a grey hat When out- of—doors He used o
“to drive a,long the marina with his daughters every even-' o
- ing and enjoy the sea-breeze. Above all things he was
- practical and given to exa.mmmg personally into details,
- sometimes to the gnnoyance and confusion of the people

. in cha.rge -His twmkhng dark eyes were everywhere; : -

nothlng %eemed to escape them as he plied his victim -

K with searching questions. The theory of persdnal inspec- -
% tion is excellent, and has found favour with exalted per- - .

sonages of higher rank than dukes ; but'it leads to curious
: expenences as he discovered on more than one occasion,

‘and some embarrassment to the staff whose- duties keep

- them in cldse attendance.” The following stories are told: .~
~of him, I cannot vouch for thelr accura.cy I not trus” N
. ‘they are ben trovato. - = -

He had once. been chalrma,n on the dlrectorate of the“

Grea,t Northern Railway, and while occupying that posi-
~tion he acquired a taste; ‘which he, never.. lost, for the -
- detailed working of the iron road. A story was told that
> when the Viceroy was to pay an oﬁiclal visit to Madras e
it was arranged that the Duke and"his sfaff should meet .
. Him on the border of the Presidency, and that they should s

stop and see ‘some of the places of interest on the way.

. Thé Duke’s special ran into the station where ‘they e
“ were. to meet, closely followed. by the. one carrying tue .
. 'Viceroy.- The Vlcerega.l rarty stepped out on to the
‘ platform “Not seemg the Duke they moved up towards ~ -
-the Madras train.:" An aide in umform descended from
. the saloon carriage followed by the private Secretary and -
other members of . the staff; but there WasHo-sign of the

Duke. They gazed- blankly up and dow: 'ﬁié”@i
and the Viceroy, turning to one of-*he aldes, matt 4
“There must be.some mlsta,ke - we hagwb %Zn
: Jg/etter gp‘

'v"

He was ]ust movmg awa’y to retum to- his sa.loon 1
N . R S §$& -"‘V‘-‘---"‘- '**O

13‘ %6
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carriage, when a grizzled, travel-stained man in a huge sun- -
topee and with blackened: fingers hurried towards them -
with apologies for having kept the Viceroy waiting, saying .
that he had understood that his arrival was to have been
later. This remarkable person’was none. other than his -
Txcellency the Governor of Madras, who had been riding
onithe engine and driving his own train! = °. =
, When the Duke visited - Trichinopoly in his official |
capacity he is 6aid to have been again lost by his staff.
Report had it that they found him inside the boilor of

- ".; ‘ :V"‘_"A i _. ) oo L. )”/
.. Certain alterations were required in one of ‘t;é

oL . ode ‘ i
B Lo LB N
. PR
. ‘
'
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©.up iﬁ;u;atry, and they had to be s‘anptioned.;b’é?éfég;h: ;

. ;:s;lward:d;;;t in ;a&d ~Plans were 'prepared and ?Awerz
-forwarded through the-executive engineer 4 dras
‘be laid' before. the Governor il The ppras to

. be lai _ r and council. The alterati
was i the east end, and there casion to e o

1 . end, , Wwas .occasion to "uge th

§ _Zlvl(;r(}) . Ezni}:zzr)bi? ((111'1e ‘:bom"se the plans came befor:
the Duke, . scribbled in blue pencil over them ©W

: ;.; a .sa‘ncztx;\la.rj_r? ' . They were returned fo . the Tofﬁzzhz; |
‘the chief engineer, who sent them on t¢ the ‘executive

. -engineer of .the district to ‘which th g

. ‘ > district fo e church hel -
! II)FIIe fotx:wazjded them to the chaplain in charge fo: ;r;gsg B
planation.. Back went the official reply wri oy offisial
SR DA k : writt : ial
baper in official language. - The chailziﬁ h&ﬁﬁ? ;ﬁmgl

etu inform the,egcequtxye engineer that the word ‘sancty our
+was the fochnical term for that portion of the churoy
. Where.the altar stoods .~/ i ¢ .. oo church .

an engine which had been  disabled by an unusual acci- -
dent. He was.inspecting the flaw th# had caused the
trouble, and was discussing it with a Europcan engine-
driver in the employment of the South Indian Railway
whom he had known in England on the Great Northern
Railway. : ) ’

The Duke used no ceremony towards his s(ubordinatesi
He was in the habit of addressing them by their susnames

with the familiarity of an old friend. At our first dinner T

at Government House he leaned forward, Iooked:towards
my husband and called out ¢ Say grace, Penny.’ N
Some of the older men, who were accustomed to tHe
_ ‘Ceremonial *which is traditional in Indian official life
between the Governor and his subordinates, did not alto-
gether approve of his style of address.. As one of them"
rercked : .. ‘ . S
It is Yhrdly fair upon us. When the Duke says
boy.”’ : e
For all his eccentricities he made an excellent Governor,
sparing himself no pains to gain all gorts of knowledge
connected with his duties and responsibilities, and seeing’
to the best of his ability that laws and regulations were
_ properly carried out. His thirst for information was often -
a source. of trouble to the already over-worked officials.

© .+ It was said that the D‘u/ké, once fséﬁi i)aék thé

“Cockerill, my boy,” I can't reply « Buckingham, my

: plans 6f
the compass marked! -, ¥

uy

" a church to have the points of
o Im the‘nia,ttei'géf'questions he insati
o+ qesiions e was insatiable : '
'them continually, important gmd unimporta;r:; Iil’v ihi I;;It 1
Cestaff no rest until they obtained the ,informatidn, };’e ;I;J 2 :is
- Aware: of this-ardent pursuit of knowledge, they sired:
times drew a bow at a venture.. .. .-, = . ys Omes s
- On one of his visits up-country he wae . -
U . l'y he‘w s
seated in the carriage that was to take’h?r?; Irlg s;o;:'gr -
statioh+g the different’points he: wished - th in m; the, -
he beganhls aatechigm 3— | *» e g;g) . %ﬁc than
. “Whose house is thit?" he aiked,addressing ths |
‘gentleman whose duty it #as to abcc"’ﬁl{f&ﬁy“him e § the
hat individual racked Ms brains to remeniber who Jiveq /-
_?he.rq. - Priding himsell- on . his’ :geners] krfowledpe YE» i
Would /not, admit zgpox_“&nce,‘ and Teeline sure thagt? é‘hef_ -
Duke would not stop t6 verify the truth of his statonic -
he ventured to reply :— . . - o S ement,

‘e
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‘ 'ershna. Moodelhar 8 house gir.’ )
. ‘Oh!" Why is that woman wearing that bnght-,
coloured cloth?’ lnqulred the Duke pointing to a native
in a garment stained with brilliant aniline dye. ‘

‘ Because she is out on a hohday to see you, sir "—

and so on.

It happened that they returned by the same route
The Duke still persevered in his questions : — :

‘Whose house is- that?’ he asked, pointing’ to the
same house that had raised his cﬁriosity ab-starting.

‘ Ramaswamy Moodelliar’s, slr, was the unwary
AnSWer. ,

_ <OhY’ re;omed the Duke qulckly, ¢ I thought you told

me that it was Krishna Moodelliar’s.’

Born and brought up a peer of the realm he possessed
a' certain aniount of imperiousness in his nature, which
-occasionally showed itself in spite of his casual manner
and disregard of ceremony One da.y in council he took
up a document, saying :— :

¢ About this letters I see it is from Kuff >

One of the Members of Councﬂ ventured t® correct
him: ‘He is called Keough, sir.”

‘I call him “ Kuff,” ’ replied the Duke decisively. . And
Kuff he remained all through the sitting of the council.
. The old story about the three-chatty filter is - well
‘known to Madrasees. I have been assured more than
once that it is true. TFor the benefit of those who have
not been in India I venture to repeat it. S te

It must be explained that just before the Duke bega,ph
hls reign there was an agltatxon over

iy thoir Wells &ni}’ tenkm
widght; o Mw on ;&e h::‘;& ;
I};c-mn

er-suﬂply in

: THE ;A‘GOVEVRNO? :

S

'”*wee}nng themselves, the:r cattie and thtéf ems*,e;s n.4h
- same tank from which they draw their .@Mmg_ﬁ, tér..

" By the advice of the medical faculty the hospitals.and -
pubhc offices were supplied with filters, which Wer&cheep -
_and effective. They are still to be seen m every Eumpean

~and Eurasian house. . - L

The filter is formed of three Ierge earthen ﬂots, Whicl‘f .
. are placed upon a stand oné above the other. . _The pot at E
the top contains sand, the second charcoal, and the lowesi, -
"js the receptacle: for the filtered water aztcr it has per-
. ‘colated through the sand and charcoal.~The two upper
* chatties are pleroed with holes to allow. the water to drip.
" through into the lowest. But the best: plans devised by ..
‘Eutopean skill and science are. ‘often upsei; by. the natlves, h
who dislike the- trouble involved in’ car*ymg them, out.
. The Duke was greatly interested in the working of' '

the filter, its. snnphmty and cheapness commendmg the -

a,rrangement to his’ practical mind. -/He was’ visiting:
- a_town. in ' the Mofus®, and" among other things he™

IS

- 1nsl)ected “the hospital. - There he *saw ‘& chatty-filter. .

Stoppmg before it He asked the medical, officér. to explajn ;
“$he procese "He: accordmgly descmbea how . thé: water -
filtered throurrh the sand first; leavmg its  grosser. zmpurx-l 1
¥ ties behmd Passmg throuah the second pot containing- -
" the chaxcoal it was ‘again’, nl ered.  The Duke listened -

’ attentxvelv and“ tummg to one of hla aadee,.he sexdf'

‘Fetch 4 chair.” ", ‘
- It was; bmughb ana hJs I&xcellency mzmntel 11: -

L]ftmg ‘the; 1id from the topmost,pot he plunged his hand
“in, while; ;m eagle eye ﬁxed the unfori;xmate medical .
oﬁicer T R S : ‘ :
- «The pot’s empsy¥ ha exclg:meu in surpnse
. «H m1! wag *he’-”&é’inment as the ducal hand evplore
ghe depths ‘of the, seeeﬁe poi: A,gem . .ngﬁmese met hx

gropmg ﬁnc'ei‘n




106 uh’ wa CﬂPHMANDL L COAST .

“Sois ﬂns‘ he rervmrkpa, as he ftpp,_mu down from

~ the chair.

The brimming pot below t(,ld its.own Lcule of how the
waterman, to save himself the trouble of lifting his pot
to the top, had poured the water straight into the lowest
chatty ! . , ) .

- Refeewboring his expericnee, the Duke never passed

u chatty-filter without close inspoction. He did- not wait .

for the officer in charge of the hospital to play the part of
showman, but vfd to push his hand into the sand and
~ charcoal pots without ceremony. People soon learned his
ways and téok care, when he was expected, to warn the
- waterman before he arrived to have the jars properly
filled.

One doy he stopped - .short as USu'ﬂ before 1 ﬁlter

The upper waterpot was full of water which was perco-
,latmrf in orthodox fashion thmrsn Y the perforuted bottom 4

into the ch‘n,ftv containing the charcoal, '?“m rh.vfu hand

-

' sought the wnd to muke sure that it was there. . [netea,d ’

of 'sand it graspcd a mass of sodden muslin, which was
drawn out ‘before the astonished gaze of the assembled
party. The hospital peon, it appeared, knowing the wagy
of the waterman, had been in the habit of keeping his
best turban in the dry waterpot, and unaware of the order
given, had not removed it. .. -

One day, ;hortlydx-forp our 'erlval the Duke was bemg -
driven down the Mouni Road in an open wagonette which

wag unusually bigh in the build. The carriage wus drawn
by four horses and was -accompanied by the bodyguard.

Coming up the centre of the Mount Road was a perambu-

lator wheeled by an ayah. It contained the child of Mr.
Leeming, one of the chaplains attached to.the Cathedral.

At the sight of the cavalcade bearing swiftly down upon .

her the ayah fled shrieking in terror to the side of the

road, leaving her charge to its fate. {ihe horses and the

THL GO‘\'EI’NOR £

1))

camage WIth a clatte: of hoot's and a cloud ot rnd dust
. appeared to pass directly over the 'deserted child.: Mar-—v -
.. vellous to relate; the little eq\npage remained intact, saved .
- by the height of. the earriage. ' The screaming of the ayah Pl
i gttracted the. attention ‘of ‘the Duke.: He called a halt, :
.:',hand instead of deputmg an ‘aide to mqalre into the com- -

motiom Be descended from the c&xrxage himself, hurried to.

: the perambulator, stlll standmg in the middle of the road, .
and felt the limbs_of the little one to discover 1f it had -
sustained any injury, - Ha.vmn' reassured’ himself’ on: this .

. pomt he resumed his seat and-coutinued his journey.

“When the Duke came to Madras he brought with him

o d large amount’ of family plate..  His guests at Govern- ‘
* . ment House ‘had ‘the nnusual experience of eating their

-dinners off silver pla.tes Dessert was served on a beautiful

;E"’,servzce of silver-gilt. - He was a genial host, peculiarly " -
- ‘“easy in his manner, and was much liked in spite of his .
' eccentrlcltles He died a few yea.rs after retl ement and.

the tltle became extmct

- B RIS\




108 on THE cOROMANDEL coaST~

! CHAPTER IX .
‘oLD MAbRAS AND ITS'WORTHIES'"“ '

A mirror is of no vse to a blind manj; in the same wa,y knowledge is
of no vse 1o & wan withoub discernment. = SrorA, .

‘WE shared, a house With,the archdeacon for a few months
and then settled in A smaller one on the N unﬂtﬁnbaukum
High Bead. Nungumbsukum is a small nabwu,vﬂlage
with ouly & few of its original rice-fields apd cncoanut-
polo topes left. It is all part of the cxtensive: (‘houltry
Pinv,  The River (;ooum divides Nungumbaukom from
%Lvtput and Kgraore, and is here a bm‘md ghallow, inland

sczeam broken by stretches of pale sand, shining pools of
water, and belts of emerald green herbage. There m?
trees cverywhere, always green, and at certain seasorfly

coverad with luxuriant blessom. M any of the hojses are -

~of historical intersst and connectsd with e mesﬁm‘c may
~ be found in the annals of science and cowmmerce.

It was in the very heart of Nungumbaukum that

- James Anderson, M.D., lived, the first Physician-General

of the Madras Medica.l Service. Ho occtipied & house,

afterwards owned by Sir Thomss Pycroft, and now known
" 23 Pycroft’s Gardens. L

. The Service merits more than a few Words of ‘men--
“tion, since it is ornamented with a long line of botaristy "
and naturalists from Edward Bulkley, the compiler of the -

first list of Madras birds, to Ronald Ross, the discoverer

of the malarial germ in the mosquito. Like the Clvil .

1
&

and Ecclesmstlca.l Servxces, lt has 1ts ongn at the ver

. commencement of the Fast India Company’s operations

‘When' the merchants recelved their Charter (1599-1600

. and fitted out their. ﬁrst expedltxon ‘under Sir Jame

' La.nca.ster a surgeon Was one of the ﬁua ofﬁcers gn th

 stagh -

.g

The ttannmg of. the ea.rly dlca.l ~m!ﬁl cénsmted .0
servmg an apprentxceshlp to a surgeon and an apothecary

) which two professions were generaily united in one person

At the. termination of the apprentmerhxp 8- .,ertxﬁca.ta wa

- given ‘which conftituted his diplorga..” The knowledge o

the ordumry practltlom,r was not great.  He k(new hov

“'to ¢let-blodd Which seemed to be considered & panace:

b for all complamts - He could set o mmple fracture, an
 he-had some knowledge of the pxepqratlon ‘of: infusions

‘emulsions, and extractions from herbs. : Of tropxca.l disease:
. he was totally 1gnorant. , It was..pot _surprising’ to. rea

hat Master Surfilict, . who salled on tlie . Dragcm witt
ir Henry Middleton (1604-5) in ‘the comhmed capacxtw

“of doctoF of ‘physic -and chapla.m, was' counted ‘incapabl

: 'both 88 & splntual and medical adviser,” and . utterly un
" able tot cope with ‘the ¢ calentures ' and *fluxes;” as. the)

-called fever and dysentery'in. those days, that dec:matec
. the crew. . His knowledge must have been of the mos
§ prlmltive na.ture - Tt was certainly not sufficient to enable

the physxclan to. heal himself. - He died on the voyagt

. home, of one of the strange i;roplcal complamts Whlch ha.c
) ca.med off so many of his patients."" . - \ ,

. As soon as settlements ‘were established Surgeons were

'f _;appomted to them.” They were recognised as cnvenanted

" gervants of the Company; and their names uppeared on

Cbe Pa.y-llsts with those of the Governor and the rest of
" the staff.. They messed in the - Company’s house ‘with
. their fellow-officers, and had their place marked-out in
" order of precedence The salary of a surgeon* was ’chn'ty

CTa
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pounds a year, and it remained unchanged for at least a‘
hundred years. He was expcsted to prepare muhcmes
~ and make salves for emergencies; and he yvas prov1ded

with an assistant, ¢ alled a surgeon’s-mate, who sometunes
~ rose to be surgeon himself. He was allowed to engage in|
" country trade, and was often to be seen at the sea-wa.te
huying and selling with the merchants. . @

About the year 1750, when the Madras Arny *mz;ﬁ.
being called into existence, it became nec egsary to appoint
surgeons to the regiments then being'rajsed. They moved

with the troops, and though they bad no rank and were
~ dependent entirely on the goodwill of the commanding
officer for- Lhelr position, no disadvantage was felt until a
century later. ¥ They maintained friendly relations with
the officers and with the men under their charge; and -
rendered good service in the field. In times of ‘peace
their small number perhaps sufficed, but during the war
in the Carnatic, in the middle of the eighteenth century, it
was ‘insufficient to cope with the exigencies of the ‘times.
After the victory at Wandiwash, Coote deplored the want
of medical attendance-and hospital comforts He wrote
from the field (1760} : .
: ‘Really the scene is now dxes,dfuk to see.: Such &
multitude of poor objects, and not in my power to give
" thern the least assistance for wunt of every, one necessary
requisite for an hospital. I make ‘no doubt upon this'
reprecenyamon you-will do everything humanity can direct

I itis possible to send surgeons and proper people from

Madras. to a.ttend the vwounded ‘here, who are very

~ numerous, you may by that means save the lives of many

gallant men, several of whom have not been dressed since

the day of action. As [ shall be obliged. to carry away

. Some Burgeons out of the iew, numbers must lose thexr
- lives.’

The result of this patheaxc dppeal was & conmdemble

i 111"‘

ddxtlon to tne (Jompany s medxeal staﬁ" ‘Wlnch mcreased';
5> such an extent that it ‘'required & separa.te Qrgamsatlon
o*control 1t In 1786 a Board of Direction was formed-
rith A:nderson at its head, and thus the Madras Medxcal;
,ervme was deﬁnltely established.. e e
Anderson was & great botamst a.nd mwht be called;
be plonéer of the Botanical Gardens of ”VIa,dras, although
ie had nothing to do with the present Agr1~Hortlcultural
Jociety and its beautiful grounde in Teynampet (founded
835-6):} His experiménts were confined to his own Pl‘l-’
ate ga.rden, Where he cultivated plants with a view: of
evelopmﬂ the mdmenons resources -of the: country and._
f naturalising foreign plants of mercantlle value. { =i
A visitor to Madras in 1792 described him as bemg at
hat - pemod an elderly ‘man and somewhat; infirm. The
rarden was, shown: by an assistant.- There were a number
" flowets: and fruits foreign to Madras.’ Some of them,
he 1oqna{; pcmmelo (gmpe—frmt), : custard-apple, and
1apzm are- Weh in the present da.y The Papaw,
v gt & yv_x = ‘ inswx. arowmg upon’ ‘g -smatl
ree, 1s Tich-in c.lgestwe proper’ty‘ n" yxexaq g, arug thcnv
uupdmmedlcme. Do o L .
- Anderson died in 1809 at thn age of seventy~two and‘
wis buried in the cemetery on:the: 1sla.nd., He corre-
jponded with Sir Joseph ‘Banks, bendmg him & great deal
of information that is now incorporated in standard worls
>n botany$ He: especially divected attention to: ‘the culti-
sationof sugar-cane, coffee, and cotton, which  plants in
‘he present day are ‘permanently” estabhshed mn- d;ﬁerent
arts of the Premdenrzy, A A PR S TR
At his death a number of plants Were ;removed from
tns ga.zden in Nungumbaukum to*the . /compound of ‘&
house in Saidapet on the Mount Road. > There ‘they were
sarvefully tended by another -botanist, and the experiments
were contmued untll 1836 ’I‘he Work by that tune ha.d
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S e T T : - wer -of acquiring languages and devoted ..
grown too big and tod important to be loft to private | Ear:;léozlos tﬁi‘“study of 318 1it§rature of India. Had he
enterprise, The Agri-Horticultural Society was formed l-mld he would have made valuable translations and anno- -
and ROb?rt Wight, an eminent and enthusiastic bota.nist’ t“;?ons He was transferred to -Bengal, and died early -

~ became 1t§,hollorm‘yﬂecremry. He threw himself hem:{; fa m t’t'le effects of the.climate: His name is'best.,known
and soul into the creationm of the beautifu] gardens of Br(y)the Soetry that he has left. Another botanist, whose -
which Madras is justly proud.. - ‘ : Y e igr‘perpétu&ted in.an Indian plant, is Roxburgh; -
As late as 1877 there might be scen in the e8mpound Ivlvi;l like' Leyden, paéséd on to Bengal, but not before he]

_of Pycroft’s Gardens and at Saidapet strange trees and hed :ione something for the history of the flora of Southern' .
shrubs foreign to Madras, the relics of Anderson’s éﬁ’ortq Indis. Harris; Balfour, Herklots, Shortt are a few more -

- When he dreamed of the possibilities of the. fertile soil oif out of the many that adorned the Service. -« .- .

- South Indis. S - . Ths man who is perhaps best known to posterity 1s .
- Roused by the example of Anderson and other sc’ie-n!l;iﬁ\n T C. Jerdon. His name is familidr to e{y}gzyfgaturalxst_ n
men the Company began to turn its attenticn to éciehtii‘i; E'ng'lénd as well as in India. His. catalogue of Indian' "
research. - Witk the crushing of the power of Tip éé ‘ birds is & standard work on the subject. To drawing it up =
Sultan the country became more settled. The ba};tléﬁild he was greatly assisted by Walter Elliot, of the ,CIY-ﬂﬁ :
no longer required the undivided. services of the medical . ‘Service. - Jerdon was-on the Nilgiris and in Travancort?, -
- faculty, and men had more leisure to devote to any branch the Deccan; Trichinopoly, and other parts of the: Presi--.
~of science that promised to be usefal.. ' dency. He was also_ in M]a:‘&.ia,s in é84'5"tWh;l;Jifg :;:z
Benjamin Heyne, M.D., a_co rar At ary’ of the Madras Literary Society, which was
was an expert ii minemlsa‘ﬁéoﬁglnizu;if '}?(f)t‘g: derson, izifézzy by Sir John Newbolt.” His .pecuhan_tne_s,‘ the
: | otany. He ' .of his favourite pursuits, were |

is intense love . :
result of his the tales still told of him..”

travelled with eyes and ears alert, and discovered, among d many are
and m . SRS :
well known, te thus in the;columns of; the -

" other minerals, valuable deposits of sulph
a 5 deposits Uphur. Pascal Befzas ; i

]v;as aln Italian, who entered the Medical Service,of Madras. One of hlsvowln relatlve§ VYI,‘O i i :

Te also assisted in developins AR s ¢« M adras Mail’: S ‘ ST, i
the. Presidency. Hig c:;e?;n;ist}:x;f?rﬁg:tleg Sc(ilixx;;sogf — M?erdon, the great maturalst an](: bottlj‘utls;, mu:ngdbzng
by & fall from bis Lo, On“ e Nl ub short . s cousin, and it is to my mother that 1 am ndebted -

y s horse. on' the Nilgiris. The injury to o et ini .- Lo tell e story 1
his bead must have affected lis brain. He comjmiz’ted for the ol ePuE can vou o o o

1 bead by . : A TR vouch for the truth of these .
suicide after being invalided home to the lad of his birth. to court incredulityy d afélrl;banian were walking in the ;

TR TR . P \ 14 i o inci i don an kin

ga;nbﬁlh(.}}?rmtxe wag in the Service and obidined leave fnpldex{fs‘ g:r Jerdon, as usual, poking info every hole

*0 apply bimiself to scieuce; he spent his own miney on *’“figlf,uzﬁ*e ngidenly be stooped down to the level of a®
~an . ¢ ' ’

' imed; im, b 1’ adding quickly,
d exclaimed; ““ Got him, by Jove g quickly, _

Baﬁg a;xy Jingo! but he’s got-me.” "It appeaged }hat _he_ ;
' had seen & cobra slip into &-rat-hole., The- temptation

expeusive instruments that were necessary for his;e.t‘fmri»
ments. The Company, though ready, tos allow their ser-
vants to-do- special work, were net prepared to’ speﬁd o
money on laboratory furniture. - John Leyden physﬁcian
vwas another member of the AServic'e; He i‘xosséssed a:

H s
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was too great to be resisted. He seized the dlsmppmrmg
tail, intending to pull the reptile out and fling it against
a tree or stone; but the snake proved to be more than

" a match for the nataralist.. It doubled out of B second..

hole close to the first and mpped its, captor on ¢he top
of the forefinger. In a rmoment his penknife ‘was out
and the top of the finger sliced off. “That ‘will do,”
remarked the enthusiast as h& bound up the bleedmg

Ce

C

wound. It did do, for he proVed to be none the worse.

for the accident.” - . 3
Another snake incident might have ended fa.ta.lly for:
his wife—a long-suffering woman who had much to endure’ -

* from her husband’s pursuits and hobbies. She was in the’

habit of sitting in the evening at the foof of a staircase

‘that led up to the roof of the house. .One day at sunset -

she was decupying her favourite seat, her attention 1tu
absorbed by her guitar—an instrument upon which she *

* played with scme: proﬁc1«=ncv Suddenly she was startled

. by the report of a gun close behind her and the sight of
a cobra writhing in its death agony a short distance away,
" Jerdon had observed the snal\e swaylg to the musieg,; and
without saying a word ta his Wife, he fetched his gnn ard
shot 1t over her stpulder.

He was by nature rash; his pursuit of the sfudy of
Nature leading hjim into situations fraught with danger.
He once kept tvih bm;y pythons in a box “full of straw

7

which. was plac@d in & 'spare room. He bandled them

. {reely, allowmg them % glide over his *body and wind
, themselves round his limbs. They grew rapidiy, and as

t’hey increased in, size they naturally increased jin strength.
‘When they were six or seven feet-in length, Jerdon was
playing. with them with his customary freedom, ‘when
suddenly the house was roused by his shout¥'for help. A
friend ran to the room and found him gasping for breath
Wlth & python wound tightly Yound. him. So strong had -

£

e

'f,.
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_,(,f it become tha.t 1t had to be cn* to plecers before he could;
‘ "‘be released. - :

It s recorded that when tvs,xeimg o’ Egypt he ,
ob ained two crocofhlr1 s eggs with which he was highly
delighted. He carried one “of the egas inside his shirt

_- next hisbedy, and in‘due conMe of time a young crocodile *
 was hatehéd.. .abotit the - size M a large lizard. Tt was

deposited in a- batiiak whk s log for s pefch and was
fed upon the yolk of egg und ‘tsnder- meat. It grpw -
rap]dly, like the ¥y« mzn m,‘}mr:, and bscame too blrr for-

" its tub.. It developed a:habit of travelling over the house.

‘and snappibg st the heels of the inmates, and it became -

" necessary to benish it to a tank in the garden.. There it -
’dlstmomshed itself b ating ihe house cab (?!id drowning

a half-grown spowed‘é\ ' V

-+ and held under water when it came to drink. After this

. it was condemned to’death, and Jerdon’s study of the

* ‘habits of crocodiles came to-an abrupt termination... ‘

decr, which it seizgd* by the nose -

He spent hours.in the open watching the birds; beasts,

" - and reptiles in their natural haunts ;pr he seated himselt .
. silent and motionless in a tree to learn the ways of the' tree-

- frog and the lemnr. On return from ‘these expedltlons .
< his pockets were stuffed with speumcns collected during
" the day. They were intended for the jar of ether, but
‘fréquently some of  them escaped and might be 6. "
wandering over h'lu perﬂon '

‘5. :Hh & = B
Jerdon’s name had been familiar to' me am ;fa,;j

childhood: theough my father’s love of natural history., .

-1t was strange: to- come in tcuch with one of the very"
-places wherg he, had pursued his studies of kl'w-cmwu,*i}

. honeysuckers; mlmvets, and. babblers go- common to. the,i'
~eompounds of Madras. He must often have loitdred by
" . the Cooum watching the shy bxrﬂs ag they came down"
. to the silvery shallows to" “drink and bathe. Birds ' as
:'vselhas beasts suﬁer frcm thirst. - Ewn thc Butterﬁ)es

‘“‘(‘{:"!. ] e I“ !
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AT

ot

| , en]oy the. mo1stu1e of the cool, wet sand by the Wa,ter

edge, and sit with outspread wings in the sunlight dmntlly ,
- quenching their. thirst, Jerdon rhust have revelled in the .

5 abundzmce of tropical nature on the Choultry Plain. The .
trees and bushes are full of feathered folk; and every

flower-bed hasits butterflies, giant black and red, graceful
green and bronze, and tiny trembling blue. 'I"he coarse
grass of the compounds teems with insect-life in spite of
the hungry birds, the seven sisters, for ever hopping and
~ babbling and feasting. - Upon the scarlet poinsettis the
black robin sings, keeping a watchful eye on that parti-
cular piece of the garden which it has’ appropriated to
itself and its family as a hyntingiground. Let another
dare to poach a fat grub on its preserve and the song is

hushed, the robin is at him with a sharp warning not -
to trespass on other folks’ land. The birds have their -

regular beats and keep to them. Great is the racket

. When those preserves are encroached upon by strangers.

. After leavmg Egmore and \Tungumbaukum the Cooum
;cxrcles round’, Chmtmdmpett&h the old weaving town qof

the Company. . It was founded by the merchants 734)

for their weavers, spinners, painters, washérs, and dyets.
The site was chosén on account of the protéction offered
by the river which more than half surrounds it. In its
- garlier days Chmtadrlpettah may -possibly have, been

.pleasanter than it is now. In pmturoequeness it lacks -

nothmg The road betwecen the river and the village
still gives beautiful scenery. of wood arfd water. There

are two or three old garden-houses standmg b'tg_k among -

" - the. trees; with herc and there a. massive arch, and
- handsome pillar that bespeak better times. ' The phos-

phates bred in the bed of the Cooum impregnate, the air -

" and drive the fastidious away. The same reason prevents
the wanderer from lingering in the Napier Park, a small

ornamental piece of public ground at the. entr'mCe of‘ ‘_

d "of charm. -

®OLD MADRAS AND ITs’ WORTHIES 1T

e

) Chmtadnpetta.h and opposﬂ;e to the present Govemment" g
House. - . ‘

-On the other sule of the river below the old Wea,vers‘ -
ha.mlet is the 1ilitary cemetery It lies at the extreme
west-end of the 1sla.nd and is a qmet retired spotb little

. visited except, by those who have occasion td go there::
"It was.Jaid out:as a burial-grourd in the middle of the

eighteenth - century. 'In -1787-8 it was surrounded by -

. a wall that is historical, and lives in.the archives of. the

Madras Engineers. ‘It was built by Garrow by ‘private - -

" contract at a cost to Government of thirteen thousand .
" pagodas (over forty thousand rupees). It was one of the
.. extravagances that led to the withdrawal of large building -
~confracts from- the hands of - private mdlwduals, and

caused Government to carry out lts own’ Works through(
1ts owp engmeers. . -
-The distapce between thn lea.fy shadga of the Chou]try" .

: 'Plam and the busy native town of Madras, known: in my

time as Blacktown, but- now ¢alled Georget()wn, is not
great; yet there could be no gréater contrast of gcene as
one ‘passes from one. to the other. The Juxuriant herbagp .
gives place to narrow streets thronged with busy humanity:

" The only tr8e that remains faithful is the cocoanut palm, |

which springs from the tiny” enclosed yards and lifts its
crown high up:into the brilliant sunshine -and  humid
sea-breeze. . Red-tiled foofs and colour-washed walls, the -
scarlet, blue, and white clothing of the people; the green -
palms and the #zure sky make an onental plcfure full
: £ 2

Hlstonens d)ﬂ'er as to- the exact age of Blacktorw}‘

‘ On one point they are agreed. . If it existed at all' before °
- Fort - St. George was’ founded, ;it was an insignificant

fishing village of no unportance ;Fne ‘eentre of trade -

“was at Mylapore, apd until the ‘Eyglish formed their -
. settlement !:he shlps rode at anchorlbefore tha% old sea-

A LI
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port.. With the advent of the Company’s mercharits the
fishing village became a "busy town containing the native
traders, who served the Company as middlemen and
procured goods from inland. The quarter occupied by

. -the Findu merchants was called the Gentoo town, and

was included in that part which was generally known as
Blacktown. When the fort was threatened by the enemy,
the English were equally concerned for the safety of their
native brokers—without whom commerce would have
come to & standstill—as for their own safety. To ensure
-their better protection, Yale, when Governor, walled in
the Gentoo town without the consent of his council.
"The houses came close up to the old fort wall on the
jorth and stretched along the beach. The sea washed
lose in—so close:that 'in heavy weather the spray,.of the
turf dashed into the verandahs. In pldce of the present.
3roadway, the only street in Georgetown that hag any
yretension to . respectable dimensions, there was & small
tream, a tributary of the Cooum. The walling-in of
Yentoo town was a subject of contention in the icouncil.
t had been Yale’s pet scheme when the place was menaced
y tl'g’e wandering hordes of Mahrattas, and he conceivéd

he i&ba of making it & kind of outwork to the fort." Being -

f an imperious disposition and apt to act impetuously,
16 took the work in hand on his pwn responsibility and
rected the wall. - He. imagined that he would have no
lifficulty in justifying himself as soon ‘as the directors
inderstood the importance of his action ;" but he reckoned
wvithout his host.  His tenure of office coming to an abrupt
sermination, his® successor refused.to accept the liability
or sanction the outlay; and Yale was sued *for twelve
‘housand rupees, the cost ‘of the fortification. Upon the
ine of this old mud wall was subsequently built another
»f & more substantial character, portions of which may
still be;) seen. o .

7 OLD MADRAS AND ITS WORTHIES .~ 11¢

_The Choultry gate in the north wall; now filled i
with masonry, was the chief entrance into the fort from
Blackfown, although there was another called north or
middle gate in the same wall. The Choultry, the original
court of justice, was situated near the gate. -The dwell.
ings of the native merchants 'came up. to the wall, from
which -they were separated by a space sufficiently: broad
to allow of the garrison being paraded there.. These
houses belonged chiefly to the Armenian mierchants. The
barracks, according to Vibart, were situated in this neigh-
bourhood outside the fort, probably between the Choultry
and middle gates. - The married soldiers were allowed to
live with' their ‘wives 'in Blacktown, a privilege much
appreciated by the men, = . . ' . . 0
""" Along the parade which followed the north wall to
the seashore the daily market was.held. ‘For the first
shirty~or . forty years the market people brought their
goods into the open space, and spread them on mats on
the ground, as is still the custom in up-country towns.
Towards the end of the seventeenth century the English
merchants built a row of small open shops, called * bou-
ricas,” for the accommodation of the market people. They
were on the town side of the parade and faced the fort
wall, and were let out for a small sum monthly. It was
;he first -established market possessed by Madras, the
himble predecessor of the imposing Moore market of the
oresent day. o L Do

~ Here ‘Blacktbwn met Whitetown- daily. - Here Mrs.’
Nicks, Mrs. Yale, with other ladies of the fort, wearing
quilted cotton hoods or sunbonnets, came.to do their
narketing, while their husbands were busy‘in the con-
sultation-room or at the sea-gate. Each. lady was
secompanied by two $br three slaves, happy chat.téi:ing
sreatures, on whom the ;bonds" of slavery sat  very
ightly. If their conduct was:satisfactory, the mistress

[
-
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did not forget to purchase betel leaf and sweets as a
reward. o TR

It was a busy bustling scege, this morning meeting
of the fort and town. The vendors of the market-stuffs
sat by their wares brushing away the flies, disputing the
price, fanam by fanam, cash by cash, gesticulating, talking,
and refusing the offered sums, even as their hands were
extended to receive the money. 'The thrifty housewives
depreciated the goods as vehemently. Yet-in spite of the
chaffering and noise, good-nature prevailed between the
-dark and the fair, and all were friendly.

The‘Portuguese ladies, whose husbands had forsaken
Mylapore and had come to live in Gentoo town, mingled
with the English women and gossiped as they bargained.
They wore the black lace mantilla over their heads. just

as Taylor describes their descendants in later” years, and.

they prided themselves on’their blue blood and their
name of castee.! The commen tongue of the household
and the market was Portuguese ; it was spoken by slaves
and servants, mistress and shopkeeper. On all sides if
echoed, with Tamil and English interspersed, as the news
of the day was exchanged. ' .

There was no post, no English mail, except at very
rare intervals. The afternoon parties at the garden-
houses, approaching weddings, the last case of sickness
and death were discussed with absorbing intercst. The
latest movements of the terrible Mahrattas, greatly ex-
aggerated by the rative imagination, were related; and
., the last tricks and delinquencies of the household slaves

. were confided by each housekeeper to her neighbour.”

Gossip and scandal, chaffering and bargaining filled the
air. The sight of a diamond merchant passing along in

* his palanquin from the 'larger mort at the sea-gate .

- reminded them that business was over and that their
C ' Of pure blood.

X
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husbands. would be/returning, . The' soldiers, having
finished sheir drill, were sitting down before their wooden

¢ platters to breakfast, and the sun burnsd fiercely over-

head. At the bidding of their mistresses the slaves hoisted -

the laden market-baskets' on to their-heads, and the

English ladies hurried back to their homes inside the fort.
It was a dirty, squalid Blacktown, albeit a very happy

"_one as a rule. - The contrast between it and the well-

laid out, carefully preserved fort distressed the” worthy

" merchants. = In vain they rcpresented.to ithe: citizens,
~ through. the headmen'of t-peir castes, that cleaxﬂiness was -
“desirable and beneficial. The citizens of Blacktown did .
. .not wish to be clean. ' It was their time-honoured custom
* 'to throw their houschold ; rubbish into the streets, where -

children and pigs gamboled among buffaloes and goats,

- and they said that it was good enough for them. ' When "
" they wanted it cleaner, they would clean it themselves.

The municipal difficulties of the merchants were re--
ported to the Board at home, and the ‘master-mind of
Josizh Child was brought to bear upon the subject.- He -
ga,‘ve Blacktown a mayor and- corporation, and the town

“eawas raised to the dignity of o municipal city (1687). . It

was an unexpected, unsolicited honour, and one that was
not appreciated at the-time, although it has made Madras
the oldest municipal town in India. There was no pride -
about Blacktown in those days, and its mayoralty was .
‘s kind of white elephant to it. The civic functionary and -

.. .his council might be elected, but they could not conjure

up by virtue of their oﬂice.the town hall and the public
buildings, which-J: osiah Child pictured when he sent out
the charter, the maces, and the robes of office. . In happy
jgnorance of the customs of the Hindus, ihe masterful '
chairman of the diregtors fondly hoped that the robes
of office would be an attriction to the native citizen, and

. 'lave him on fo appear as @ ca:ndidagc_ er an aldermanic +

5
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seat. He little knew that a Brahmin, whose full dress
then consisted of a snowy flowing loin-cloth and a sacred
thread, would have fled to further India sooner than don .
an alderman’s robe. In spite of its mayor and corpora-
tion, which soon became enbn‘ely Europea,msed Blacktown |
remained unaltered, busy in the morning with its trade,:
noisy at night with its punch and” ‘rack’ houses, the
delight alike of the British soldier and the native.
Occasmnally its happiness was clouded by the shadow
of famine or by the approach of an enemy; and there .
- were times when it was shaken to its centre by religious
' troubles in the shape of caste disputes. There were
quarrels between the different sects, and at times they -
raged high with deeds of violence. The more peaceful |
natives qmcﬂy closed their houses and departed to the |
villages of Chetput, Nungumbaukum, Triplicane or even, !
furthur afield. The absence of -the washers, weavers, -
dyers, brickmakers, and other workmen inconvenienced
the Company more than a little, as it stopped commercial
. operations.” On this acconnt the religious troubles of |
Blacktown penetrated the consultation-room itself, and ;

absorbed the attention of the council. Different sides"!.
were taken by the members, and the quarrel threatened -

to be as fierce round the office-table as it was in the
streets. Peace and order prevailed in the end, and the
busy city resumed its ordinary life.

There were other and ha,pplcl occasions when the
- Black and White towns united in comnfon rejoicings.

These were held when firmans® were granted by the

native rulers, making trade concessions to the Company,

when native ambassadors were received, and when a new ;

sovereign was proclaimed. At the proclamation of
James I, the servants of the Company, the free merchants,

and a large number of natives who were connected with

! Yicences to trade.

.

ﬂ;e Comgany gat;hered in the Company s ga.rden by the

Goo#{n?and formed themselves into one of those. ‘motley
processions which are now only to be seen.in native
States. . The' Governor, &with his- ‘council and other
members of his staff._dressed in their robes of office;
rode on horseback;. native .merchants, resplendent - in
jewels, followed in palanquins; and a large -number of
soldiers, %armed peons, Enghsh trumpeters, and natlve
tomtorn bedters marched on foot. The Companys;ﬁa,g
was ‘carried on an- elephant, and 'the procession ‘was
accompanied by a crowd of ‘Blacktown inhabitants. The
entire length of the town .was traversed and, the cortegz
balted before the Chouliry gate. Thé proclamation was
read;’ the Compa.nys servants hstenmg bareheaded " and
with drawn swords. : After volleys of firearmns and salutes,
ihey all returned to the garden-bouse, where festivities
were kept up.with' feasting and fireworks mto the‘ mght
ind many bowls of punch were consumed. <

There weré other, processions of a dlfferent nature
which " too: often passed -through the’ streets of Gentoo'
;OWIL. ~Though - Enghshmen lived in the Whits town,
sheir bodles were laid to Test: in the. Guava. Garden in
Blacktown. The coﬁin Wa.s taken info the church for
he first part; ‘of the service, . and from there it wag
;arried through one of the gates in the north wall and
Jlong the. crowded streets of the native city. - The noise
o buymg and selling, disputing and drinking was ‘hushed
18 the sympﬁthy of Oriental” natu;e was roused at the
nghf; of fhe grief of the exiles. .~ » - o

For. -a. bundred years;did. this Gentoo town ot the»
krmeman and native~merchants flourish:  Then came
he French and the whole of the town enclo.,ed by Yale

n hxs cxtv wall was Ievelled to the gmund R

*
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CHAPTER X
OLD BI;:’\CKTfO\VN AND ITS MERC‘I:{ANTS

‘Nothing is'more seductive and at the same “ime more deceitf
wealth. It iy extrem_e!y troublesome to acquire, o keep, to spend, to lose.
o : . Sroga.
WaAT the mayor and corporation failéd to do, the French
effected. They cleaned o large portion of Blacktown by
sweeping it off the face of the Coromandel Coust.” The'
market, the Armenian quarters, and most of the (Gentoo
town disappeared; The deasely populated native houses
that filled the space between the old wall of the fort and the:
spot where the Law Courts now stand were annihilated,
and the materialg afterwardé were used to form the glacis,
Liooking to-day from the top of the north gate over the.
fort stables and the outworks, it is difficult to imagine”
that the place was once g labyrinth of strects humming
with busy life, : ' EE
It took some ‘years after the rendition of Madras to
the English for the disorganised, half-destroyed town' to
recover itself, The work of restoration wagsbegun, but it
received a check when Lally invested it with his troops,
nine years later, in his altack on the fort. . In the wake
of every invading army in the old days there followed

gangs of - budmaskes, under the protecting title of camp-- -

followers, whose solo object was loot. They rifled. the
dead on the battlefield, and pland®:d the living in the
conquered and unprotected villages. The remnant of

ol
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' ‘of . thie siege. 1.
_the guns of . thie siege. i i
" Gn Lally’s departure gome ol Johab
"lbacl??.and yﬂie, febuilding; was contirued;

A o
iwall. was built round the town &n
,'L{\r?x- " 3

by' Burke. in one of his. gres

" the Cooun thatwaghed cm:;i wa
 and the Broadway was made. ~

R b T P L 1§5‘thanffr0m$‘f
Blasktown suffered more frof these seoundre [N
180 N < It Lo WETL T

- the inhabifants venture

o ot From 1760: .
- M 3 B . OW .
id. - Although the sireets Were narrow .

, s rapid. ¢ Althou.g he streels Were RAmOT
‘:Przgzgzsﬁ:;?éé *h%nse‘év iﬁsig“xx;@}ni; it v]z:as ;J']zz)‘)g;  olesner,
‘ana- % s . L% AP o id.gmenye ; x:3 11 ».
and bandsomor oy, bl o % . th. shost, wnd morth |

: e 1 oot ¢ Mhe man Who |
. whi sy still be seen.). Then Sl
et s of which may stii S taliséd -
e, T efield, whose name has been immiorta e
built it was-Benfield, whose 5 “gpeeches.” - The orator’s.

Sk i ; ndemnation:

. .were not in praife, but;in scathing .col}i? orously

“}Og i hﬁe?d ‘who had shakex the pagoda tree t00: eorons
of penheid, S A S

: ‘the b -, B e o
_over the contrde “of the eizhtéeiith century the arm ol
", ‘Towards the.end:of the edzllgail the west was filledin, «

[ :

~"The work was vcar;i(i:;l; out;
“who eto Madras as'solicitor of.

by Stophen POP_h]‘:?fl hél?ggzgn;o,the ~same ?&mily as ‘the
the Compan}’“’der' Sir- Home Popham, whe: }181@ a:,o}rﬁ;
v 'comn?n" (1é00—3).«"Ste13hen Pogha;n b;quh ; d@
© mand in Imo a daughter of. Si}' Wilham:{fhoma-s,{ :.; "
~wife with 1 kt"iown as his liome. “He had' given up ald*h’é.‘.
: seltz)c;te"xirghﬁ?arliazdenf*to’.:take the appomi‘nﬁgt}; ssrix&su)r‘ :
e reial enterprise end o AT
-« came out A,f“h : ‘Off ,;:g?;glécﬁtojvn a princely mprcgﬁt;txylef
. Hobad visio™® gﬁe merchants would live over their o ges,
suburb, Whefgtom in’ Liondon.” ;It;;,vms_ San _gra.m.lxﬁchipz
s B8 V.@Sthec &n importgnt £&ch m lﬁ 'ﬁ\nthw. (, ;
‘but there, Was ot .reckoned. This wag the Jmpossibility
.~ Popham’ h“}& no ;o’reSide with Sa‘fet}?%ﬂif)}’lg _t;‘rzc ne.t;xyes:
for the Europeag;mcsv the epidemic, bred m‘.i!’;nen: 1ns:a:p}tar}‘
© Sooner m?ﬁi Englishm?.«n succp‘mbs:é : : 1; T
©  habits, an hed -the coursge of bis - convictio ‘S:ﬁ d
govhizit; live upto them.  The resnit was disas-
- endeavoured o L¥VE B, IR R T
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,txous F*rst hig -littlg son of six yea.rq old was tq,keu,
then a cousin named® Weekes Popham died, and was
buried in the cemetery on the island ; he had come out to
collect the estate of Captain John Popham, commander
of one of the Company’s ships. A few mouths later
Mrs. Popham followed. With a courage worthy of

- better cause Pophamn stayed on for eight years after his

wife’s death, and was killed at Conjeeveram by a fall {rom. .
his curricle. Mrs. Fay, a lady who visited Madras in .
. 1780, has left a vivid picture of Blacktown. She says:..

. . “Weare at present with Mr. and Mrs. Pophum, frem
“whom we have reccived every possible civility. Heisa

brother lawyer and & countryman of my husband, and

she is & lively woman ;" her spirits have in some measure

~ restored .mine. . . . Mr. Popham is one of the most .=

eccentric of bemds I have ever met with. Poor man!

Heisa porpetual projector, a race ‘whose exertions have

frequently benefited society, but seldom, I believe, been*’

‘ produatno of much advantage to themselves or their
families. § He is ut present laying plans for building what

is called the Black Town to a great extent, and conﬁdently\

@

expects to realise an immense fortune; but others foresee<. -

such difficulties in the way that they fear be may be -

rained by the undertaking. The pleasure that be fakes.

in his visionary schemes should not be omitted in the™

“account as of some value, for it realiy seems to be an un-"

commen source of enjoyment. E*The Black Town is that

part of Madras which was formexly inhabited wholly by

" natives, but of late many Turopeans have taken houses
there, the rents being considerably lower than - in Fort
St. George;

Tt was with the rise of the new Blacktown t‘u’mt th@f

merchant houses came into prominence. During the- last
half of the ecighteenth century, when the Compnnys

revenues were augmented by their territorial acquisitions, -

-

L 0:%) BLAGKTOWI\ ,J\m lTS m‘roHA\Tg 1'27
'they became less 1ea10us of thelr trade rmhts Thls wat

the free meérchant’s opportumty, and he sexzed it. - It was
then that the big mercantile firms sprang into existence

.. connected with ‘the names of Harington, Dare, Roebnck
' Garrow, De- 1\/Ioni;e, Moora.t De Fnes, Balfom', Parry
" Biuny, and mahy others. K

Dare bmlt :himself a- house a,t Chﬂtput whlch shl]

goes by the namé of Dare’s Gardens:” He was the

* founder of the firm now known as Parry & Co. - To this

f-':day the natives call Parry’s place’of business on - tbe
. beach ‘Dare’s House.” ".The De Tries family. were of
Dutch origin, and the name appears.on & monument at

Cochin .dated 1670, put up‘ to. the memory .of Gerrit

* Jansz de Vmee who was born at Oldenburg, and came
“-out in the service of, the- Dutch East India Compnny
" They .amassed great Wealth ‘and, spent it lavishly. At
" her marriage one of the ladjes of the! family wore shoes
i.sewn all over with brilliants of enomous value, i7" o

" .Moorat is an Armenian name. :The Almema.ns were
' gonnected with Madras from a very early period. “-After a
“ cruel parsecutxon in their own country they cbtained per-

mission to settle in Madras (1688) - throngh - Sir . John
- Chardm the celebra.ted tra.veller, Whose brother Daniel
lived and died in- Fort, 8t. George.: Petrus: Uscan, or

f"VVoskan, who -built .the ] Wfarma.long Bridge, was ofie of
.:those who_suffered in the""&"estructmn of (Jentoo “town,

t'TBe French offered hxm protwtlon i he would give. hls

l« . a.lieumnce to them..  He remained fa.xthful to the English,

_-who rewarded him on their return to the fort. When he
died: (1751) his heart was sent by his own rququ to
Julfa, the town' of his birth, in a golden box and- buned?
thére Moorat also amassed wealth, and left somb of it to

f‘ chantxes for the benefit of his countrymen, which' (_zmmt)es

il exist. The rest of his furtune i3 dissipated, and. his
deseendants h‘We to work for rhmx‘ l wmg In one ot my

_4&“
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journeys to India I pa,-sééd through- Paris, and T asked
for a guide from an English travelling agent. A tall,

handsome man’ of about thirty was sent to attend me,

and he proved to be everything that could be desived.
Learning that I was going to Madras, he told me that hig
ancestors had been merchants there, . I asked his name,
and he presented me with hig card, which bore the name
“of Moorat. , S
The native merchants of Georgetown are many of
them descendants of the men who were . contemporary
‘with the first settlers, Mr. Reddy Branson, who knew
more about them than any man in Madras, said that the
. memory of their old rights was still cherished, and that.

the papers which confirmed those rights were jealously -

preserved among the family archives. They related {o

the carrying of umbrellas—ithe umbrella being more a -

sign oi state than an article of protection against the
sun—and the privilege of using palanquins. Ohne of the
most highly prized- of these privileges, and for shich

vouchers are still preserved, was permission to entsr the.

fort in a palanquin, :
" town has its squalid parts, where the streets are
plessent 2s the fuhabitants can make them, in spite
of o vigilant munieipality ;ound i might not prove atirac.
tive to the cosual visitor. It abounds in interest with
all its memories and associations ; peace and war, famine
and plenty have passed over it, and?fortunes have been
‘lost and won. In recent years it has been adorned with

it an tha

8% unp

handsome buildings—the Law Courts, the Gerneral Post- -

office, the Madras Bank and others—which have given
& new note to the town; but it cannot pretend to be
on a level in architectural beauty with its sister cities of
Bombay and Calcutta, - .

~—" Between Georgetown and Mylapore is Triplicane, the . -
Mohaminedan quarter of Madras, Through the centre

. -

-occupants are dhirzis, :
" wares from the north:o

SN

' L
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of the Saburb runs @ wide street, which-is said to have- ..

boen laid Gut by the| French in the seventeenth century.
. be .

during their occupation for a few years of Mylapore. The
urir )

4 ‘those "
houses, in Triplicand -are of the same character as those™
0

e ' : " insignificant in.ap-
] “streety of Georgetown, nsigmb . s
i the ’b‘mkd iicr)t mbre than two storeys In he*ght- Their .-
Pearance aic, small shopkeepers, and’, ‘??al‘?rs n;
of.India—1the silks and B&tmsfjﬂf“’
, L i d. Over scme -

. smibroidery, and gold thread. Over some

51 tha foors in the Motni Roud, s will s’ in Trpli
Ofizte %igh TRoad, are some quairt r;gtmesﬂ  Overa s S
ca DA I eds. .0 T

o i shed I noted::. Lt
»doorgeg?;g% énytf]: :'glg General’ Engincering- Compa'{l}-,\, '
. "‘ n B < h

Y ; inium. Madras Rickshaw Company.’ .
»'Age(’éffefﬁnﬁgiﬁ?woma not have held .more than’.
If.a-dozen bicycles at mosk: - R
he lf‘f;dt)::: fx;zgiture for sale. or hire” was upon a '15101'?3,
’ “f neegtoréj which was overcrowded with a .qﬂ?p{,?’ e
" 010 ' : . 3 el resnd LR e
ble; and: five chairs. - L e L

- SOfa: o mlgig tgtables,‘ Government Auctioneer, Comnjl_sil. i

- "ihzntsyandv Carriage Builders, was ﬁforg th‘afl,l} m

tth b B ancient gharries past all hope of repair. ite; Best -
Wl D Sanlaton Billiard Saloon. Ale, Wine, Spiri “bottle
. ¢The rack’ and English liguors scld by the bottle
00lomb? g.r; one room eight feet square for the accommo-.
or glass, “:he imaginary bﬂlia.rd-mblg ax;d_ the. gay com-
| datmnﬂt:ét might frequent the place. A’ bench outsida
pany - %inviting. oo
. was perng:nmszsy@;ieai . xrery,':(gheap }peblgs [,?zf:] A’ fqrﬁ
R 0(11) oung to be had at any price.. [ <. ¢ T ther.
, oldandy indows of all the houses in Triplicane, w }‘i ,
Thel ‘Wc,ed to the dwellings of the well-to-do mﬂl‘; ] 'tli

. ‘they be an, orer - classes, were all closely sbuttere’ w11-1 .
%Jf to';:;as p?ndiéative-oi’the strict g,OShf' p}x;e ?gﬂfgebia;g

o ene ] - n seems o old - e & 3
. inmates. -The Moha.mmeda - PR SR
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view of woman as St. Chrysostom, who is smd to have ‘

remarked that she is ‘a natnral temptation, a desirable

calamity, a domestic peril, a.deadly faseination, and a
- painted ill”  Acting on tome belief- of this- lind the,
Moslern shuts her up, convinced thab nothing bubrigorons.
imprisonment will preserve her virtuo. Nou until khe is
suprernely old and mﬂv is she nllowed to relax the rules
of her gosha and go beyond the limits of the backyard.
Even then the veil is worn and the toothless mouth and
sunken cheeks are hidden.

Tt js in Triplicane that the Prince of Arcob has h1<;
palace, the Amir Mahal.” He.ls a descendant of the
Nawabs of the Carnatic, one of whom, the Nawab Walla-
jah, built the palace at Chep‘xk (1767) between. the town

of Triplicave and the ¢pa.  Lovrd Valentia, in his book of |

travels, says that it was designed by anm English officer,
but he does not mention his name. On the death of the
last Nawab (1855), who loft mo direct heir, it was re-
solved by Government, says Colonel Liove, ‘to abolish

the Musnad and to pension Prince Azim Jah’ (the uncle '

of the lagt Nawab) ‘and the other members of the Car- 1

‘Sv

natic family.
¢The late: Nawab's military force was dis banded in'

1855. One British regiment, one of native infantry, and |
the bodyvguerd moved to the Chepak parade-ground, !
where the palace force was drawn up facing them. 'I.‘he
. (Government agent expluined the necessity for the step

i

¢

The men, ancient retainers for the nfost part, remon-i

strated znd their women implored, but eventually arms,
were piled, There was more trouble with the mounted
* men, who were -somewhat disorderly ; but the battery of!
six nine-pounders was taken possessmn of without diffi-
‘ culty Thé palace property was placed in the hands of a!
. receiver for the settlement of the Nawab’s debts. Thg

!

i

arms._and the historical pictures were taken over by.

SR L L
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Government aba va.lua.tlon in 1859 The land and bulld-
ings were sold by public sauction, and fell to Government
for five and a-half lakhs of rupees. . .". The palace was
divided ‘into the Khalsa Mahal of two floors, so called‘
from its dome, which' is now part of the College of Engi-
neering, ‘and the Humayun - Mahal and Dewankhana
both of one floor, which forms portions. of the preseni:
Board of Revenue Office, and which contained the Durbar.
Hall. " The Whole‘of the land. between these. buildings
and the eastern- ‘enclosure wall was occupied by a net-
work of domestlc apattments The present residence of
the Principal of. the, College of Engineering - was the
Mahakama or Court of J ustice, which was presided-over
by the Kazxﬁul Mulk. : The ground to the westward  wag
taken up by tanks, sepoys’ batracks,-elephant-lines and
slgve-lines. The saluting battery was near the site of
the Senate House QOutside the compound between it
and the sea., ‘were numerous’ bulldmgs, mcludmrr a gre’ ’
stone structure resemblmg 8 mosque, with ﬁve arches u};
front and two handsome- minars.  This was said about’
1826 to be the only noteworthy Mohammedan buildin
in ‘Madras Bishop Heber visited the Regent Azim Ja,g
in that yeaf, but he has unfortunately left 20 descnptwn
on record. R ‘ ’

“The palace grounds were gradually cIea.red of mmor
buildings, and the principal edifices. were added to and
altered into Government offices. The northern portlon
was devoted to ah extension of Government House com-
pound down to the sea and to a site for & Senate House ;
on the southern portion the - Presxdency College Was
buil ; - while - the. western part was- converted mto a;
~ncket-ground C
_ «In 1867 the title of Prmce of Arcot was
Prince Azim J ah and his descenda.nts "The ;O;fit’:;ilfaﬁ
was built - by Govemment ﬂS the Prmces J:esulence on’
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groun& formcrly belongmg to the waab of Royapetta,h
" (Rayada-peta—Royal suburb) ‘»

- - In 1899 there was an old ponsmned ‘soldier namet
. Gibbs who was in charge of St. Mary's Cemetery. H
belonged to the 1st Madras Fusiliers (now Royal Dublir
I‘usﬂlers), and he was in Madrasin 1855. He took par
in the. dlsarmmg of the Nawab’s troops, and had many
" tales to tell as I wandered with him through the ol
burial-ground among its tombs and flowers. His regi
ment was ordered out on that occasion by Neill, who was
then in command, and the men were not informed of then
destination,  The women belonging to the Nawab’s troops
occupied a set of lines, the windows of which looked upon
the place chosen for the piling-of the arms.  As the men
deposited their weapons and retired, the women spat at
them and reviled them. :

Gibbs had a kind of* hero- Wmshlp for his old com-
mandant. He said that l\elll during the Mutmy had
the utmost confidence in himself and his men. ~ He
secemed to pick up information by magic and to know all
.that was going on around him. In 1857 Neill took the
regiment up to Calcutta by sea. He landed his then
promptly, and, knowing ‘the urgency of the situation, he
marched them straight to the station. - A train was just
‘about to start. He drdered his men, Gibbs among them,
to board the train. The guard and driver represented
that they were duc to start at once. Neill would not
hear of being left behind. He placed®a guard over the
engine with orders to the sergeant to shootf the driver if
he attempted to move out of the station before the
regiment was properly accommodated. ,

Gibbs's regiment was-the first to usc the Enfield nﬁe
“which replacpd the old Brown Bess with flint and lock.
In using the Brown Bess, he told me, the men were
taught when firing to take aim and' shut their eyes as
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they pulled the tngger This was to guard the eyes

against splinters from the flint. ‘A man who did not take
the precaution mlght escape,.but the chances were that -
some time or other he would be struck by a splinter ; if
it touched the ball of the eye it meant blindness. Long

. after the Enfields were in use, the old soldiers, who ‘wefe.,

accustomed to the Brown Bess, shut their eyes from
‘habit and spoilt the accuracy of their shooting. ‘ ‘
In the Mutiny the sepoys were not long in discovering

- fhe advantage of the Enfield rifles, and they made use’

of them in their rebellion. -There were great - quantities -

‘ lymg in store with ammunition at Delhi and other places, -

and they adopted them and -the cartridge, which: had '

- ‘offended their caste . sensibilities, without any scruple .

whatever. ' _At first- the FEnfield cartridge was not a.

“success. ‘The end of it had a plate of iroxi which” was
frequently blown with the bullet out of the, rifle, leaving *.
~ the shell which jammed the weapon. Men whose rifles
were jammed were as good as: disarmed until they could °
‘meet a -sergeant who had the Decessary tweezeru “71”1 ‘

+ him to extract the shell

~ During the campawn Nelll was supc?rseded by Have- B
- lock. : It was curious to hear the different opinions held -
- by Gibbs and another old pensioner from the same regiy
ment named Hart. ‘Hart would bave .preferred Ne111 B
at their head, and would have foilowed him with . con- |
‘fidence wherever he chose to lead. Gibbs preferred the
‘more careful Havelock. When they entered Cawnpore, -
. the day after the massacre, even Havelock was filled with
B just wrath,. and ‘'was roused out of -his customary self-

‘control by the awful sight. which met his éye. Gibbs

" said he saw him wave his hat to the men as he cried out

to them to pursue the enemy wzthout spzmng 8 smgle

‘black skin.” .
. Nana Sahlb retreated before the 'egxmenia came up, .

H
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and his followers killed the women and children, throwing
. them'into the historical well, down which Gibbs looked
twenty-f8ur hours after the dreadful deed- was done. On
. gentle soul like Gibbs's it only left an indelible impres-
sion of horror, but on the more mmpetuous temperament
of Hart there remained the smouldering embers of resent-
- ment, which nothing but death could wipe‘out. He could
never forget that the hand of the black had been turned
* against the white in a manner that was devilish and
. unpardonable. . '

. From Cawnpore the Madras Fusiliers formed part of
the force that marched to Liucknow, fighting three battles
en route. The force was not strong enough . to take
Lucknow, so they retreated to Cawnpore to be reinforced. -
They advanced again and fought three more battles at
.the same places. Then they occupied the Alum Bagh on
the eastern outskirts of the town, and Gibbs was left
there with a detachment. The attacking force took
stores and provisions into the Residency to aSsist the
defendels in holding out against the rebels. There was
a good deal of street-fighting before they could get in,
and as they wers not strong enough to disperse theenemy,
the Residency was again besieged; as also was the detach-
ment in the Alum Bagh. Gibbs was shut up there with
his companion in arms, Fart, for two months, when the

final relief was effectod. .

The Mutiny was quelled and the regiment roturned to

- Madras. The rule of the Company came to an end, and
British India became s possession of the Crown. . At the
time of the proclamation of the abolition of the Company
the Company’s regiments, European and native, wero
- transferred to the service of the Queen.

This was done without previous reference to il T,

themselves..- The Europeans resented the transfer in

* consequence. - Their dignity was Gurt; they considsred
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ghat éhey were pléced on @ par with commissaxiaf cattle.

ition to this theylooked upon the.act a{s{a:‘}sxeach::
i?czi%;{:g: They had enlisted for servige in Tndia-only.»
Service in the Queen’s army. 131volved service, a,.nywher?
in the Queen’s dominions. - ’J:‘hJs was 'not i their aggee~ :
ment when they enlisted. .Be.gs.rdx'ng ~th§mselvesha§ .
domiciled for the rest of their hves,m'Indm, they_ a.";
married women of the country, East Indxans a.nd natlv.es,
and raised families. Their wives were ~not suited. to llive,
in- any but a tropical country ; they foresaw that 11; t :}yl
were ‘ordered “to. Canada or some. similar plgce ;vx ’
a temperate climate their wives would not go with ¢ ?m;
The two circumstances together caused: them@c ob]gc ‘,
with all the argument they could summon.to their a,§f_15t-’,,
‘ance against the new arrangement. 'Argument fa1' 1}111g,
they asked to be discharged.  Some of them found ot e;/
employment in the country ; \some'accelzptefi the offer of
a passage home with the pn;rzg.z‘ determination to x.je-:ephst' :
. . oming out to Indwa. .. . . sy
" igg::g Sof suchgmen were sent h?me in a ].11red trooper’
round the Cape,under the command of Captain Ponsonbdy‘
Hill of the 1st Royals. . They were gulky and ‘_Vlll-t.empere ,
smarting under their grievance gndwt}‘le separation fr:;n,‘
‘their wives and families, and they'gave frouble from th‘e
very begiﬁhin@ f’ljliey declmeq to g§sxst the sailors 1% £ e
-usnal way expected . fr'om 'sol'dlers% on a tr?oper. -] .ey>
id - that they were not soldiers, but :quy com@ssanat .
sat le’; the diffieult problem of bringing them to:reason.
g le s menner as was possible wag left to Captain
.m-&?‘ Slg}fe lan be adcpted was to fall in ‘with their view
Hflizlhe cise P ha ga.vé,;'ﬁ'dersthat they, not being s'pldiers,;
; ' ‘to’ be emplozred.on deck. They spent the hours
in trinmph until dinngr-time game, when the soldiers were.
rmd n USI:IBL They wbre left‘lx‘%'i;;hbut food: and the ’dmgeg
izblz: were cleared away. Thik: resulted in & deputation

weére no
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.to Captain Hill, who in reply explained to them that he
had no orders’ to provide meals for civilians, let alone
‘commissarigt cattle,’ and that his orders had only re-
. ference to soldiers. The situation was too ludicrous to
- last long. A laugh swept away the contention of the
- morning, and no more trouble %as given. Many of the
men on arrival in England carried out their design of
- enlisting in Queen’s regiments ;uc,t going out. By this
means they assured themselves. of about fifteen more.
"years’ service in the country, s time sufficient to bring
them to their pension. Their wives and families joined
them, and their original intention of netthng in the country
was fulfilled.
Gibbs served in the pohce for some years. Durmg
that time he was stationied for a certain period at Conjee-
veram, where there is a larrfe annual heathen festival.

- Two teraples stand about & mile apart; each has its.

processional or Juggernaut car, a huge cumbrous vehicle
highly ornamented with. .carving and glldmc These two
cars, to use the old soldier's expression, have to relieve |
each other every year. They should be drawn by the.i
worshippers themselves. "On one occasion Gibbs was o’
duty to preserve order. TFexe was the nsual assemblage '
of pl]grlms who _brou ght their offerin gs end did pulah to |
~ the idols in the-t,emples When it came to moving the ; |
- cars they made fio offer of hielp, but looked on idly whlle'

" the men attached to the temple endeavoured to drag the '

heavy carriages to their respective destingtions. One of |
" the pujaris, ex axpcrated by the apathy of Lhe onlookcm *
complained to Gibbs, saymgr

¢ Please, sir, order some of theﬂe Iazy oountry people
to belp us to pull the car.”" \
. *What do you want to move the bar for?’ mqulred
Gibbs. ¢ It does very well where it is.. .

:* The god wants it taken over to the pther femple.’

OLD B

- plants.

- One day n 8

E You nhould see himidress the pots. o
- comes dow

- very well be the gsame as 1

fls‘, Ty ‘1
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1

- If your gord wants that car moved Iet hlm move }t )

s the reply of the old soldier. - "t - c
e Sgi :va:fle :n g*g:ellent custodian - of the cemetery

which was made up chiefly of pots of orna.nlgxztt;}s:z;:': |
,Clean and trim in his own person, he ke[z1 © can
t and tidy as a barrack square,:an grrh s
lv in sympathy with’ ‘the chaplain’s love of or (:,1 X
sy . 3101;.1csb of conﬁ&ence and admiration he sal

der. ..
‘to have everythma in -or -
dr fa mormnfr When he .

garden,

gronnds as nes

s His Beverenoe

n here to 101(1) 1:7;: 1<]:1€:?I1(ate1'y Hls eplta.ph mwht L *:,:-

bat which is written on & tomby

f a Greek Cbnstmn -4 I hved
Pray for me e

" Gribbs hes buried 1

in Syria over the grave O
Well I dle well I rest well
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CHAPTER XT -
E.URA'SIANS .

e T gy,
Take cave to spend nothing v:ithof‘.‘.v.

. without reflsction; to begin no casrre

My life in Madrd§ was not mads up entirely of social
duties and driving Toned the suburbs to leave cards at the
white palaces of the 5 aropeans. A new phase of pastoral
“work opened before us with our introduction to Hurasia
in Sunday-school and the almshouses. -

A chaplaincy, which is g Government appointment
paid from the revenues, conveys to the mind of the
man who accepis if, that his services are to he sde-
'voted- to thé troops and to the civilians of all grades
employed by Government: but these do nob constitutos
the whole of his flock. * There 1s-another commanity that

comes under his spiritual charge, the domiciled B

iuropeans
and Eurasians who have no employment under Govern-

ce of such a.class is not realised
by the chaplain until he acrives in the country and
personally makes their acquaintance. S

In the earliest days Burasians were termed balf-cas

"Aope ot profit; to undertake néthing
I without good cause.—Sroxs,

fes,
hildren of English and
sed the offspring of pure-
aumbered by the children of the.
These resented the appellation
n as Indo-Britons. - For two or
Were content.with this as a term

native parents. As time pas

and preferred to be know
three generations they

£
3

B
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L R e untry and in whose veins
to denote e the word h?lf-cashlal it gradually
mixed o rt space all peop ’
into dlstf &VOI‘::-; ,maa;,l‘:{irf ::a:ht%eirga}'en?age might bf;
he coun ;Y :){ﬁcially as natives. Thls title -wa,s m:,ct
e lasstl;an Indo-Briton, ,and it was not ?’nf G;;};eir‘
offenS.IV(? f a People who claimed by ng_h?} 0 ot‘
des.mflpmon; Huropean® descent. certain Pr“”lege:sl Dnd
Vreh‘[glltzg ta(';nnatives, such as appointment tp the c%‘" a
ra - . : S
g’nilitary serwc?;i?;i (f}:rm g: }1’1sé. of the term * natn_r;a,’
~ T h‘?re “:’&if was an injustice to the v'vhole community,
which In 1tse erly rosented, It marked (in 1:7@6) a cm_:lo\zs
and very‘PrOI;:heypart of the rulers of British Inti;& e(i
z.mt,tempthOI} herited status of the Eurasian. The _,?l?df
“ignore the mH de, when speaking in 1903 at a meeting .
rable H. B. T Sz;nd' Anglo-Indian Association, stated the
e e He. related how the Coutt of Dirockore
case..c.lea; }1;1& wards of the Bengal .M111tar¥ Socie g’,
prohibite thers were naftives, from being sent home tc
‘Zhoi;l:;?ed? This order marked . the rise-of a strange
e € i

z

state of feeling on the part of the English in India whick
" state ‘

the ° h
lastod for twenty or thirty yesrs..The loyalty of the
T lasted :

Furasians. was actually doubted; and a distrust of the
uras -

n was en i I t f(

whole commu i y S € gendeted amoun ',tlng a-lm()s

: 9;’ the Supreme;G’O etnment »ena:cted tha
In 17 ‘ \

-
-alarm. ather belonged to a race nativ
mother g
hose father or
' no onG:,W

v, might-be employed in the civil, military

: ‘count and on
bo the (;ne services of the Company, nor commang
or mar

ips. i ibiti t enoug
'g ghips. . This prohibition was not 0

of the Colmpa.frg]:; yléars later it was furthgr‘ proclaime

- apparent y-}r:unless descended from European parents o
. that no o ,i ht gerve in.the European ]oa_,ttahons excey
 both Slqesi";.rlxz i Eurasians were also inéligible tlo servfeti

cians. > iy
- ?sn?sum}:’or a whole generation the general po icy-of ¢

e
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Company scemed directed towards the obliteration of any
distinction between FEurasians and natives; except that
the former were actually debarred from certain employ-
ments open to the latter, ’ ‘

In 1825 4 movement was organised by the community
itself to obtain emancipation from these unjust regula-
tions” John William Ricketts (the son of an ensign in

the Engineers who fell at Seringapatam), Da Costa, -

’\Vordswm'.’th,'Martindale, Imlach, Henry De Rozario (the
Lurasian poet), and Charles Pote (the painter), together

with other leading men of the race, drafted and signed )

& petition to Parliament praying for the amelioration of
their condition. This petition was entrusted to the care
.of Ricketts. A sum of twelve thousand rupees was sub-
" scribed to meet the expense of taking it home and getting
it presented. - ' )
Just at the time of Ricketts’s arrival in England
(1830) Parliument was engrossed-with the burning- ques-
tion of reform, and there was liltay thought for anything
else. The petition, however, was heard, and there was 5
debate upon it in both Houses. Ricketts was examined
at length before o Select Committee. He was able to
explain in detail the disabilities under which the Eurasiang
laboured. e pointed out that people of mixed British
and Asiatic blood were not recognised as British subjects
by the Supreme Courts if they happened to be resident
outside the Presidency towns. They were subject to
Mohammedan law, and were therefore excluded from the -
‘benefits of habeas corpus and trial by jury. They were
also excluded from all superior covenanted offices ; neither
were they allowed to act ag pleaders in the Courts, .nor
.. could they hold commissions in the King’s or the Com:
" pany’s scrvices, though they might serve in the irregular
forces. The private schools for the education of their
children received ng assistance from Government. In

$

- agent this time.

-~ tasteful to the class ;

" ' EURASIANS 14

i

hort ths man of mix
;rivileges,pf the European nor

ed blood possessed neither - the
) the full privileges of the

natrve. atition w t to Parliament from Benga- |
“esccond petiton WE,‘JISt;Serx;l:itera,ted in brief terms the

o ip, 1881, tho
" ??&iagfd tlt?e former petition. John Crawford was .
conte .

"he fruit of the movement so vigorously clhéa,srgpi:i:g
T'hi tts and Crawford in turn was s’een in s C,harter N
by Riose inserted in the Company’s revise: harter
?lau'se; leer?Eurasian from the anomalous position be
reein

. t of
N of the law. An Act
hitherto occupied in the ey;‘;e same year under which .

. ed In t :
Parhamenf:_was pass ted servants of the Company, _
others, besides the covenante ¢ as Justices of the Peace

became eligible for'appm;ll;m:;; the old disabilities were -

g . adua .
m Iudlg. glh;l;itirof their disadvantages the Eurasians
removed.

in . private life. . They
i themselves 1n priva ; :
' ma.d'e da, Eozlot;g: cf(f)rthe.largest mercantile businesses 1n
carried ©

: d
dia and became owners of house property and lande
- India & )

tes. After the recognition of their rights they gave
estates.

. of their worth by dist:ingm:shing themselves as
. ‘AeYu‘llezzz military officors and Prng81on§é ﬂ;;!;- obnoxious -
el : ian had shaken 3
Eurasian shake : © .
. When tl.l:he title East Indian was z?&»op’ced.‘b Eorcl;-)h(?
term naSiTe £ the nineteentb century 1t. was the :e gd
 greater part ;’ thenixed race. - In time it bet_:ammef Vmgefd
nised name 9 & ‘apd was changed to Eurasian, orrfng
with contem%g FRurope and Asia. - AlFeady the iamre ;,ixz
from he ¥ the term Eurasian, thqh has -glo*.‘-l(l1 >
is overtaking " and an effort is ‘belpg made to
ame Anglo-indian, which has .hlthelzto been
a.dop.t ihe I; to the English-born 1_'e51dent in India. - e
applied SOletyver term the commumty may be knoVbVH,d :
s, Wi}')gefy to fall into disfavour through the.band o
name 18 1 e ) S o
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» ne'er-do-wells hanging on to‘.the skirts qf the Eurasian

. . society. To all intents and purposes this band is native -

in instincts, though it clings pathetically to certain Euro-
pean habits and to English speech. Sometimes they call
themselves ‘poor whites,” although in complexion they

are as dark as the natives. It may be doubted some- -

times if there is any but the remotest drop of alien blood
in their veins. They would do better if they were brought
up as native Christians and taught to. work like the
natives. Many of them, although not actually criminal,
are sufficiently degraded to ‘bring disgrace upon the
Eurasian proper, and, to use one of their own expres-
sions, to ‘spoil the name’ of the class to which they
ckim to belong. . . '

The man of mixed blood, who has as much of -tha

— BEuropean in him as he has of the native, or in whose

veins European blood preponderates, is confronted with
many difficulties. The wonder is, not that he falls away,
- bat that he follows so closely in the footsteps of his
Europesn forbears. Born in the land of his dark
ancestors, and brought up under the enervating influences
of the country, he struggles nobly to preserve the tradi-
tions of the white man’s home. He becomes a usefal
member of the domiciled Anglo-Indian society, and earns
an honest living as clerk in one of the many offices,
Government or otherwise, that the country offers. He
is also an efficient apothecary, assistant-surgeon, school-
. master, and railway servant. If fortunes favours him
- with a good education in Ergland, he loses almost all
trace of his East-Indian breeding—always excepting
racial features and complexion which nothing can

eradicate—and he becomes a thorough Englishman. He

not infrequently fills some distinguished post, showing
his ability to compete with the Englishman, The names
of meny Eurasian gentlemen will live in history..:

EURASIANS  ~ = -

One faéf in the formation of the Hurasian must not

" be overlooked. A great deal depends upon the: classes

that unite. There is no doubt that if the best Engligh .’
blood had sought the daughters of the princely houses in .
India, there would have been born and bred .a far mare
noble race than now exists. Too often .the Egrasmn
has been the result of the union of the worst with the .
worst. The British soldier of bygone days was a rox-lgh, -
illiterate man, possessing his full share .of animalism. -
He chose his mate from the lowest women, those l_)galong- )
ing to the sweeper, the horse-keeper, and the klt(?hen-
woman class, - His child at best was no better 'than

himself; too often it favoured its mother, and the result .

was deplorable: 'Where Englishmen of higher birth have
sought the nobler born of India’s daughters the result
has been good. - . S P
. Though the Eurasian has only in recent times made a -
name and a place for himself in history, he existed long
before the English, Dutch and Portuguese went to the
Fast. Timothy, to whom St. Paul wrote, was one,-his
father beiﬁg a Greek, and his mother an Asiatic Jewess.
« To come nearer home, :Thomas 3 Becket. was Pf .
Furasian birth. The love-story of his parents is told in .
song'a.nd verse, and though of the nature of a legend,
there iz no reason. to doubt the truth of the tale. The
passionate, emotional nature’ of the man was enough to’
testify to its verity; his “very faults indicated the
Orientalism ofehis blood. - ©--.- - © R
Gilbert & Becket was & rich London merchant. Fired
by ther?réaching of the erss'xders, he ma}.de a pilgrimage -
to the Holy Land, accompanied- by a faithful attendant

" pamed Richard: Evil.times overtook them, and they .

found themselves the prisoners of a powerful Emir, who

-made them his slaves. The Emir bad a daughter, who

fell in love.with the fair, handsome young Englishman,

x



v

144 *" ON THE. COROMANDEL COAST

and, through Her good offices, he and his servant Richard

- made their escape. They fled for their lives to the sea-

" coast, where they were fortunate enough to secure a

- passage on a ship sailing to England. ‘ :

' After their departure the Emir’s daughter was plunged
into grief and despair. Life in the harem seemed no
longer endurable, and she determined to go in search of
her lover. It was truly the wildest of quests; but she
set forth upon it with an indomitable courage, two words
upon her lips, ‘London ’ and ¢ Gilbert.’ Repeating these
constantly, she was guided onwards by wayfarer and

* travelier until she arrived at _the port where the ships

from the west touched. The sailors heard her. plaint, and

a kicdly sea captain gave her a passage on his vessel to

the far distant town. Once again her feet touched the

shore, and 'she stood on the cold misty land of her beloved.

Still repeating the talismanic words, she was guided to
the great city of merchants. And here chance favoured .

the courageous lady. . She arrived all unknowingly at the
house of Becket.” Her Oriental garments and strange
speech excited the curiosity of the people in the street.
They crowded round her, and began to deride and hoot
at her helplessness. : : T

Richard the servant, hearing a commotion in the
~ street, went out to see what was the matter. At the sight
of him the poor lady flew to his side for protection,
‘Tecognising in him one of her father’s prisoners. He
drew her within the strong oak door, which was quickly
barred against the clamorous crowd. Gilbert was out
at the time; but when he returned a little later, a great
and unspeakable joyfilled his heart, as his eyes fell on the
beautiful woman, who stood on his hearth and stretched
forth her arms towards him with words of love. The
merchant, mindful of her honour and his own happi-
‘ness, consulted no less a person than the Archbishop of

Ao

Canterbury. The lady was béptised by the name of.

EURASIANS

‘Matilda, and was united to the man’ of her choice. She

bore him a son named Thomas, who became Liord Chan-

cellor and afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. Had

ssessed the strain of hot impetuous Easte'rn'

{])foogc—)t-iggerited from his motherf_—\yhich. m.a,de hlm
reckless of the consequences of opposing hl_s king, Eng-
land might never have seen the tragedy of his death. )

Every whit asromantic as Becket’s are the love stories
of the more modern progenitors of the_ Eurasx?,ng. That
of Colonel William Linnmus G&rdnez.: is very welln knowr_l ;
his descendants, who occupy the position of zemindars in
an Indian village, being heirs to the barony. -Colonel
Gardner was a nephew of Alan, ﬁrst,Barox'l Gardner. He
came ‘out in the King's service, but left it to serve with

" Holkar, for whom he raised a brigade of regular infantry.

i i f Cambay, who was
He married s princess of the h9use of Cambay, who w
'on?y thirteen years old at the time.: She hvgd with h1m
for over forty years and died broken-hearted in 1885, just

* . gix months after his death. The story of his marriage as

i o Liady Fanny Parkes is as follows:

EOId‘ %};1?;: iflir;ung n}]raﬁ I w}:rvas entrusted to negotiate
; treaty with one of the native princes of Cam.ba,y ” (on
behalf of the English). ¢ Durbars and consqltgtlons were 4‘
continually held. During one of the former, at Whlcp I

resent, & curtain near me was geptly pulled a,sul.e,;i
Wa;l? aw. as I thought, the most beautiful black eyes n
2}; Wzﬂd’ 1t was impossible to think of the treaty;

those bright and piercing glances, those beautifnl da)rk :

ly bewildered me. o -
eyes foggleézt{ere d that a creature so lovely as she of
black, loving eyes should ventfur'e' to gaze upon
those d,;ip ’thi danger might not the veiled beauty I?e .
me;;ed ghould the movement of the purdah be seen by
amy of those present st the durbar? On quitting the
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assembly I discovered that the bright-eyed ‘beauty was
the daughter of the prince. At the next durbar my agita-
_tion and anxiety were extreme to again bchold the bright
eyes that haunted my dreams and my thoughts by day.
The curtain was again gently waved and my fate was
‘decided. — o

‘I demanded the princess in marriage. Her relatives
were at first indignant and positively refused my proposal.
However, on mature deliberation the ambassador was
considered too influential a person to have a request
denied, and the hand of the young princess was. promised.
The preparations for the marriage were carried forward,

‘ Remember,’ said I, it will be useless to attempt to

deceive me. I shall know those eyes again; nor will

I marry any other. » ,» S
. *On the day of the marriage I raised the veil from the
countenance- of the bride, and in the mirror that was
placed before us, in accordance with the Mahommedan
' wedding ceremony, I beheld the bright eyes that had
bewildered me. I smiled. The young Begum smiled
too.

Another soldier of forturie was the son of an English
officer and the daughter of a Rajput landowner. James
- Skinner, after various vicissitudes in the military service
of native princes, joined General Liake in 1803. A little
_ latér two thousand of the defeated Scindia’s Horse came
" over. When the troopers were asked which officer they
would choose to serve under, with one %oice they cried
+ out  Bikander- Sahib,” which was their name for him in
Scindia’s army. He was given the command, and the
regiment became the celebrated cavalry corps known as
‘ Skinner’s Horse,” now the 1st Bengal Lancers (Duke of
York’s). They were given the nickname of ¢ The Yellow
“Boys’ from their uniform, which was yellow with black
facings. They won their lanrels during the next quarter

.

.
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l y and m i e for themselves
of a century and made a lasting name'.
under their Furasian commander. Compton says that to-
the end of Skinver’s life an old spoon was placed on his

"breakfast-tablé every morning to remind him of his

- humble origin. .
o bzlmlttleﬁeld gf Uniara, to build a church to the God of his

In fulfilment of a vow he madé on the

tather if ‘his life was spared, he erected the edifice of
St. James’s at Delhi at a cost of 20,0000, - . <
Tn the same spirit of humility before noted he often

i i \ ied he should be interred
sx#ressed a desire that when he die ‘ » i |
. ';o&ﬁ"’;'iphin it, but under the threshold, so that all - persons -

.entering might trample upon ‘the chief of sinners.” -He'
o

. was buried at Hansi where he died, but afterwards his .-

. body was removed to. Delhi. Tlerc all that was mortal
* of the gallant old adventurer was met by thd m}uhans 'md -

military officers of the statiQn and a vast ‘multltude from

*- the city, and so escorted to its final resting-place.

. . &, \ N ‘ - : AL:
¢ No Emperct of Hindustan,’” said the natives, ‘ was

ever brought into Delhi in such state as Sikander Sahib.’- *

A

‘Heé was laid by the side of his old friend and comrade”

il ' f St. James’s Church.
* William Fraser, beneath the altar of Chu !

"— A shil moré Pomantic story is-thht oﬁj’ the 1\/?'&-&1‘9{5‘(
- officer, James Achilles Kivkpatrick: In his case 1t was. -

. the lady who proposed marriage.

{

i ick’ r t to India in 1738 .as ,.
Kirkpatrick’s father came ou : - :
o free mIe)réhant. He belonged to a branch of the family-

1 ick’ 08 d lived at Keston, near -

Kirkpatrick of Closeburn, an ‘ ot -
OBfroxflxleg) in Ken}, in Lig later years. In 1762 he {nayrneﬁm
"Katherine, the daughter of Andrew Munro, the Surgeon

of Fort St. George; she was considerably younger than

) W 0 James
) nd. There were three sons born to _
llqéik:aﬁli)jli Twe-of them, William and James Achilles,

" _entered the military service of the Company. William

i ' Achilles joined .
Resident at Hyderabad and James Ack :
111?;& H;Z z:;istént Resident. Colonel William was . a

.y . "' L2

g B
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well-known Oricntalist, and he was often away from the
Residency pursuing his researches, making maps, ex-
~ "ploring, and recording valuable facts about the resources
of the country. In course of time the Colonel went on
. leave, and his brother succeeded him as Resident.

~ While occupying this position, Benjamin Heyne of
-the Madras Medical Service vi ited Captain Kirkpatrick ;
he has left a description of the ﬁosidcncy. It was situated
- 1n a large garden wherein grew cypress trees and grape-

_vines, besides flowers and ornamental shrubs. The garden

was o‘il,.tjhe banks of the Musy, a river that wound round -
~ theouter walls of Hyderabad: The house was thoroughly -

"“Oriental in its architecture. Probably it was originally a

*. Mohammedan palace. The centre room was lofty, with -

. 8 roof supported on pillars. Round this hall, which was
" used as a living-room by the English officer, were a
" number ‘of curtained alcoves and screened galleries from

* which in old days the ladies of the harem could watch
the occupants. 3 L :

“Kirkpatrick was & man who appreciated Oriental

habits of living; he readily adapted himself to his sur-
roundings, and enjoyed the semi-Oriental life in‘ His
* beautiful palace by the river. He was besides an excellent
Persian scholar. i ) '
- One’evening he was sitting alonc in the central hall
after supper when an old. woman craved an audience.
- . Anticipating a request for promotion in the case of a son
or nephew he bade her speak. To his. astonishment she
poured forth an eloquent story ,of passionate devotion
of which he was the object. A% first he listened with”

incredulity, which was not diminished when she revealed

the lady’s name. Tt was none other than the beautiful
Khair un Nissa, of whom he had heard but whom he
had never seen. She was of the purest Arab descent,
claiming relationship with the Prophet himself. She lived
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Wi;h her witlowed mother under the protection of Akil

ud Dowlah, her grandfather, and was the darling of hist ’
. heart. The old man was as proud a Moha-mmedm% as
~ ever lived; he occupied the high position of bukshi or

paymaster to the English subsidiary force.

¢ Where has the lady seen me? * demanded Kirkpatrié‘k,hfi

i ] i i the harem. ,
bering the jealous .guardaa?nshlp of -
rem’i‘llllle oldgwoma.n cast a swift glance round the hall

with its screens and curtains.

EREI

¢ r! Her eyes—they are like the stars of‘h‘e&ye‘n»’; :
; __ﬁr:sih}zﬁoupon youjgn»the house of Akil ud Dowl‘a.hf t"hﬁ "
h f~-bukshi, as you sat with him‘m his durbar hall. - The h; b
‘js like this, and the ladies of the harem are able to seo t e. 7
-guests. You talked for more than an hour, anq fimng‘; ,
that time my mistress watched your every .move;:x_n’en’t,_:é
never once taking her eyes from your handsome form. ’

.

%

e

Kirkpatrick thought of the rigid old Mussiﬂman Wlth
all his family pride and traditions, and pictured the rage.

"which would fill his heart could he but hear the story.

“Why have you .come? To ask’ me to leave t-lkie. 4

‘sh o ‘ ly ?*
try and save a foolish girl from her folly _
co:l '?Arl}: no, Huzoor !, She, to whom you are the very

‘sun .of her existence, would die- of grief if ...yduj_lﬂeft»

‘Hyderabad.”

¢Then what is it you want?’ he queried,’fv;vonderihg‘»

if the young Begum’s folly went so far as to desire &

) : cti tht" with the .
e meeting, a course of action fraug with -
flllirslf? ezt;:;strous “consequences to the mterest s of th?”

. se, were it to be discovered. o '
Engll‘l}il: i:gy had no intention of de§cendixlg to any
: mon intrigu"e ;. her desire soared to blgher things. .
COE: She entreats you to ask the bukshi fo;} her hand in
ma{rlmrf;;;ssible‘f » cried Kirkpatri_ck, aghast at the Wﬂd—\
. ness of the‘proposa,l.' I . _



. , {
"'Was it probable that a Mohamimedan of*Akil’s birth

and position would entertain the\; idea for a moment ?

He dismissed the old woman with a refusal which was at
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- once decisive and curt, afraid to trust himself to- listen

again fo a tale of love that had stirred him to hls very,
soul. - : :

The next day at'the same hour the pld woman sought

the English officer and repeated her story. He resolutely

" - put her aside; ; and on a third and fourth attempt forbade
~ her to speak to him again on the subject. One night,
"having supped and dismissed his servants, he occupied

- his usual easy chair in the great hall. Perhaps he idly
" wondered what the fair unknown of the bukshi's harem
- was like. The romance of the situation must have ap-
pealed strongly to & man of his nature—for he was no - -

ascetic—and he could not have béen indifferent to the

* frequent appeals which had becn made.

T~

‘side she lifted hoer veil and revealed the beaygifu:

While he thus rested, & purdah was drawn asi ide and
veiled figure glided into the room. Kneehn% by his

Akil ud Dowlah’s granddaughter. Before he o 19 utter
a word ‘of remonstrance she poured forth = Qasmon&tu
declaration of her love in soft Persian, a tongue he under-
stood as well as his own language. Even now he did not

‘succumb {0 the temptation of the momenti Reason

sounded a note of warning, and he struggled at*amst the

;" . responsive passion that sprang into flame under the
" thrilling tones . of her pleading. Comptlicd. to listen in

spite of himsclf, he felt the soft touch' of a Trembling
hand'on his. Then, and only then, was reasom thrown

+ to the winds, and he ‘abandoned himself to the witchery

‘of the monfent.. Taking her in his arms he vowed

eternal ﬁdehty, while she, in a heaven of bliss, only asked

~_to be one of the humblest of his handmaids.

It was not as his handmaid, however, that the Xnglish

faco of -

. : C\ ‘,
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officer’ openly sought the gmnddaughter of Ak11 ud
Dowlah, but as his honoured wife. ‘Whatever might have
been the bukshi’s real feelings, he wds persuaded to allow
of a nikah marriage, and Khair un Nissa became a happy
bride. Naturally the marriage gave rise to a great deal
of criticism. Captain Kirkpatrick came through. it with-
out reproach or blame, his"wife’s mother testifying of her
own free will to the fact that the m&ma.ge was entlrely

of her daughter’s seekmg ,
A child was born of the union, afterwards well known‘ o

-as Kitty erkpatmck_ Carlyle has immortalised her &s .
" Blumine in his ‘Sartor Resartus!! He was acquainted,
with her when she was a girl,-and he describes her as .

having soft brown eyes anfl floods of ‘bronzed hair; she
was low-voiced and languid, an 1nterestmg picture. of the

* semi-Oriental Englishwoman.

Kitty inherited 50,0007, from Eer father, and mmrned
Captain James Winsloe Phillips of* the 7th Hussars.

".8he became the mother of several children, to whom she

was devoted, and she died at Torquay in 1836. -
Captam Elers of the 12th Regiment went home to
«England on the same ship with Miss Kitty Kirkpatrick

. and her brother He thus ‘deseribes’ them in his °

¢ Memoirs ’ :
“A Mrs:. Ure, the mfe of a Dr Ure, of Hydera,bm

had two fine children of three and four years old under
her chargd; the children of -Colonel Kirkpatrick, of- :
Hyderabad, by a princess, to whom report said he was
married. Her Highness would not part with her children

until 10,0007, had been settled upon each of them.: They .

were a boy and aygirl,- and they had a faithful old black
man, who was very fond of them, to attend upon them.
‘Mzs. Ure had an infant of only a few months old, nursed
by a young pative woman, immensely fat,’and She had
also a young European woman as her maid.”

P
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After the usual voyage round ‘the Cape, they arrived

in sight of old England. The Custom House at Ports-_

mouth was an ordeal to be passed, and it 18 interesting
to read how it was managed. © . T

. Captain Elers offered his services, which were gladly
. accepted by Mrs. Ure. She was bringing home a- good

deal of property that was contraband, shawls, jewels, and

other valuables, amounting to upwards. of two thousand.

‘pounds’ worth.. The articles were liable ‘to. be seized by -

~, the Custom House officers, Elers succeeded in getting

~ éverything passed by means of a handsome bribe, to the
great joy of the lady. .The party slept at the Blue
Posts, and the next morning siarted in two post-chaises
for London. A second night was spent at Guildford, and
in the evening of the following- day he delivered the two

children with their attendant to the care of C_}oionel ‘

Kirkpatrick, of Nottingham Place.
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" CHAPTER XII"
. ¢ . PoOR FOLK

Virte e i‘s’the‘b"est. of friends, vice is the worst of enemies, disappoint-
irta of v

: t is the most cruel illness, courage is the support of all.—Sroxs.
men : ) i

It is not "a.r'norig the Kitty Kirkﬁatricks and Skinners

that the chaplain is destined to find a sphere of labour.

- fThe Furasians ‘who..come under. his spiriﬁual chargf“m |
Soutiu Indis, and. who .mogt nefad_ his care and aittenuloxsé JE
~do not as a rule rise above their low-born Mand, ow-cast -
' tors: - A great many of them bear Portuguese B
' il;:xi:s and are in complexion almost as dark as the
1

inning i th .

ives. ~ Up to the beginning of the nineteen
daﬂt‘?St n:ht;Yiomexf wore the Spanish mantilla. _And
z}igui;rg bonnets were assumed by a few of the more

‘enterprising, the black lace shawl was the favourite head-

"covering. The French and English shawl succeeded the

i it i t class.
' 3 to this day it is worn by. the lowes :
?ﬁlem(‘;lllsi’k?sf ax(;d poorest- of the Eurasian women cling

 tenaciously to their old-fashioned dress; and generation

i i from the
tfon without seeing any change from the .
f?{lilr?;: f?::;:t_ﬁthe gkirt, ungored and voluminous; the
8

]'aicl;?;’g jt—which were introduced into the East by the
pia A

three centuries ago. e
Dutcl; Itlzzﬂgistribution of some glothes made by the
.A 's League in Bangalore, a poor East Indian, who
C}ilgig:gna little pride in her personal appearance,-was
s son : |

s <

loose and concealing the figure rather than dis-  ~
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asked if she would not like to wear a hat or a bonnet.

Bhe smiled, and modestly cast down her eyes as she
replied a little wistfully,: 4 o

‘I should like it much, madam. I have often wished
to wear a bonnet like a European.’

‘Then you shall have one at once.” :

Her brow clouded with disappointment as she an-
swered, o S

‘I am afraid.1 cannot wear it, madam. My neigh-
bours would say I was making myself too glorious.’

And so with a hypersensitiveness to public opinion
the coveted bonnet was refused. ) .

- Their expressions are often quaint, and their English
is 'spoken with the foreign accent of the native. They
have the same rapid enunciation, A debased Portuguese
was formerly the lingua franca between Europeans,
Kurasians, and Asiatics. It was in common use at all
- the ports of Ceylon as well as of India, and it served the
traders” ¢qually well™in Bombay and Calcutta as in
Colombo and Madras.. It has gradually fallen out of use
and given place to English., Clive owed his life to his
knowledge of it on one occasion, when he accidentally
fonnd bimself alone and surrounded by sepoys in the
service of the French. Hearing the familiar Portuguese,
they took him for an officet belonging to their own army,
and periitted him to pass on.

The faults -of the. poor Eurasian are the immediate
causes of his poverty : unconquerable laziness, innate un-
truthfulness, and an inherent dishonesty under tempta-
.. tion, " Never was there o class more lacking in principle

without actually .being criminal. It is these traits that

weigh down the pauper Eurasian- and render him a
-standing disgrace to the comununity. It is a pity that
. this particular class cannot be known by some_other

name. ‘Povr Eurasian’ instcad of ¢poor white’ would

&

o
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' ‘no£ Be ingppropriate, since he is more worth.y’ of pity

than of condemnation. * - . - _
Our first experience of poor Eurasians was In ﬁhe
almshouses belonging to the cathedral district. Here old
people were provided with a room and a dole of money, 4
which they spoke of as their pension, regardless of_t}}e
trie.meaning of the word. The women earned a little
extra money by doing plain needlework.” They were ex-
pected, both men and women, to attend the daa}y services
at the cathedral. They were without exception gex}tle
creatures, grateful for any.notice, and full of self-pity.
Any little gift of clothes or money that came in their way
was eagerly accepted. Begging was strlctly forbldder‘l.
It must often have been a sore trial to refrain from this
favourite 'pastime of the poor Eurasian.- Begging seems
to be a second nature with them, and it comes as easy- :
as puring toacat. - . . . . : -
-. There was a certain Mrs. Brewer at Bangalore when
.I was there, who begged round the officers’ quarters
regularly. Nothing but death would have stopped her;
and for all I know her ample figure may still be farpxhar L
oto the young men. - When the 21st Hussars were stationed

" at Bangalore, the officers soon became nsed fo the sight
3 of Mrs. Brewer, standing among the ferns and crotons of .
" the front verandah, and to the sound of her plaintive - -

voice. They gave her relief, pitying her conditioh of ,

" widowhood and destitution. In course of time their pity

-was mingled with ire. The whining voice, pouring forth R

" the same old tale, fell on their ears at inopportune

moments, and her visits were often a serious intcrruption
to the occupatiott of the day. ...~ "~ - o

One of the young men, more practical and energetic
than the rest, determined-to take the old lady in hand.
He questioned her as to how much she needed to suppors
‘herself in comfort. = Mrs. Brewer was taken aback by this. '

6



156~ ON THE COROMANDEL COAST

~ sudden interest in her domestic arrangements.© She con-
sidered the matter for a few moments. In days gone by

"+ she and her husband had cxisted happily on twenty-five

rupees a month and had brought up a family upon it.
She looked at the handsome cavalry officer as he waited
for her answer. Twenty-five rapees a month would be
nothing to him, and it was more than she could make by
begging. She- replied with a world of commiseration in
her tone that she thought that she might manage to
‘push along '——one of the expressions learned from the
early settlers—on twenty five rupees a month.
- The hat was sent round. Not only was the sum pro-
~ mised, but additional rupees were subscribed to purchase
an outfit and a few bits of furniture for the old lady. A
- small but comfortable house was taken at six rupees a
month, and the chaplain was asked to disburse the odd
_nineteen on behalf of the officers of the 21st.- One con--
;dltlon was attached to the charity : Mrs, Brewer was to-
promise faithfully to abstain from all beagmg
The plan answered admirably for six months. At

- the commencement of the seventh Mrs. Brewer arrived -

at'the chaplain’s quarters, and he tendered her the usual ®

nineteen rupees. No eager hand was extended to receive -

the money. * On the contrary, she shook her head in a
" dispirited manner and whined in mournful tones
¢ Sir, I cannot take it.’
‘Can’t take 1t? What do you. mean?’ cried the
. astounded chaplain., Never in the course of ‘is experience
in India had he known a Eurasian of her class to refuse
money.
“I cannot take it; it-is too dull for me.’

‘Too dull?’ he repeated, more bewildered than ever. .

‘Yes, sir; if I take this money I cannot beg. When
‘I go out walking I have nothing to do and nowhere to
go. I have no other amusement, and my life without it

<.
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is so dull that it is affecting my health. Thezefore sir, T’

shall be much obliged if you wilt thank those very kind '

officer gentlemen and return their money to them. To- -
morrow I will begin. my rounds aga.m, first selling these™
clothes which are too good to beg in.’

8o Mrs. Brewer’s spirits revived ‘and her health was
restored as she once more perambulated the station"in -
suitable costume, taking her edercise fogularly and earning .
her livelihood like other h@est folk, if beg gi’nfr‘can be
termed earning. n

In India, where the weather is warm and congemal
to the country-born, there is no hardship in.sauntering
through the cantonment,- calhng at . the houses of ‘the
Europeans The excitement of uncerta,mty, and ihe
triumph of siiccess when the rupee is bestowed—more:
often to get rid of the importunate beggar than to relieve
visible distress—are sufficient to renderthe tramp round{ '
the station interesting, ifnot actually exgiting.

Frequently the begging is done by letter, which is

carried by one of the children of the famll,}, who thus

receives its first lessons in the art. The following-epistle
was brought by a smiling chubby little one, who pattered
up ‘to the verandah of the chaplain’s sitting-room with -
bare feet, over the warm dry sand. She .handed the mis.-
sive to the padre, as the chaplain is known among them,

with a confident smile that seemed to antxcxpa.te a Welcome .

rather than a rebuke. \
¢ Reverend “Sir,—Pardon me troubling you with these
lines. I humbly beg to state that I and my four children
are perishing with bunger and can’t no longer keep up.-
I hope you will be ever kind to help me to cool the burning ‘
stomachs of wy children, for which act of chamty I sha,ll
feel thankful 1 remaln, Reverend Sir, .
‘ * Your obedient *
¢ GRACE ALLEN.”



158 ON TIIE COROMANDEL COAST

The ¢perishing’ little one, who acted as®messenger,
was offered some tea by way of coo]ing the burning with-
. out delay. She ate the bread and jam and drank the tea
with no sign of voraciousness or starvation.

One more out of a large number of similar epistles
may be given. There is a family likeness in them all,
variety occurring more through eccentricities of spelling
. and grammar th'tn in the matter. This came by the hand

of a small boy whose appearance did not support his’

mother’s statements,

‘Reverend Sir,—I take the l1berty of addressing your
venerable honour with following pitiful lines, and hope my
unfortunate condition will move your charitable com-

-passions. I have received from your reverence one rupee
four menths ago. And my poor young children are dying
for food these two blessed days. I thereforebeg to throw
myself and four children before your pious footsteps for

aid. In domg me this act.of charity shall ever pray. I-

beg to remam, Reverend Sir, your Bevereuds obed1ent

servant
¢ Mrs. JAMES, a poor dedow.

The small boy on being questioned about his midday
meal spofe of a salt-fish curry. Any chutney with it?
No, mother had no money to buy chutney; the chxldren
had to cat it without.
of such letters. With them starvation méins to go with-
out something to which they have been accustomed,
the obligation of breakfasting off rice-cakes and water
instead of bread and coffee, and of eating dhall curry
when the more expensive curry of meat and vegetables
would ‘be preferred. In times of famine the Eurasian
must of course feel the pinch of real  privation; but in
ordinary seasons the pangs of hunger can be assuaged for

3

The term ¢ starved”’ is not unde,rstood by the erters'

o | 'Y,
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a very small sum. - For a yet smaller sum a man may -
drink himself blind. It is some consolation in reading

“espistles of this kind to know that the ‘starving’ and

¢ famishing ’ little ones are more likely to be crying for
chedp native sweetmeats than for food. .

The habit of begging is contracted in earliest infancy,
and every incident reasonable or unreasonable is made an
occasion for it. An able-bodied man employed as a writer
or booking-clerk by a native shopkeeper was expecting a
domestic event shortly in the bosom of his family. He
appeared with an insinuating smile and pleaded for a
rupee to pay the hire of a gharry to take his wife to
ho:.pltal He was given four annas and told to send her
in a bullock-cart, her usual mode of travelling when unable
to walk. He accepted the sum gratefully, pocketed it,
and his wife walked to the hospital which was not far
from her house. A day or two later he came to announce
the birth of the child. He finished with an earnest request
for half a rupee to buy some milk for the new arrival.
The hospital did all that was necessary for its inmates;
neither mother nor child needed anything. This was .
pPointed out to Lloyd, who was further informed that the

baby would not need cows’ milk yet awhile. “After a

_ lecture’on the reprehensible practice of begging he was

sent away. A third time his importunate voice was heard
in the verandah. This time he begged for a little money, .
]ust a little money to buy the baby some clothes.

«When your wife comes out of hospital I will see
about it. ‘You are earning a regular salary as a writer,
and can afford to buy clothes for it yourself.’ - ‘

Lloyd departed, and the next day saw him at his old
trick again. He was in the veranda.h as insinuating as
ever.

‘Now, Lloyd I can’t ha.ve thls «Thxs 13 the fourth
day within a week that you have come up here to beg.’ -

-4
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‘ Yes, sir; please, sir.’ o
He put on an e*{pressmn of mmvled .;elf»complacency
and deprecation that disarmed unger.

¢ But you mustn’t do it ; it is very wrong
¢ No, sir.’

‘And I have nothing to give you. Go back to your

work, or your employer will dismiss yon.’
. *He has given me leave for an hour, sir.’
“Well, T can’t do anything more ‘for you, and you
raust go, for I am busy.’
- ¢ Pleuse, sir, the baby

‘The baby is all right. I saw your wife -and child’

yesterday. They are doing very well indeed at hOSplt{ll
and have everythlng they want.’
" ¢Yes, sir; but, master, please glve
‘I won't give you anything more.’

‘ Please, one little thing your reverence can give, and

I won’t ask for anything more.’
‘What is it ?’ : !
¢ Will your reverence please to give a little baptism ?’

‘Oh, yes, when the time comes. Now go to your -
work, Lloyd, and don’t come bothering up herc agaim.” ®

- “Not till next week, sir?’

‘No, nor the week after that.’ '

They are but big babies themselves the% poor
Burasians, and it is 1mposs1ble to be very severe thh
them. S

In the matter of dress they are favollred. The needs
of the climate demand so little that it becomes more a
matter of ‘decency than of warmth. = Abroad the women
‘of the poorer classes wear the skirt, jacket, and shawl,
as has already been mentloned Their under-garments
consist of a long ‘camisee,” as they call it, and a petti-
coat. Boots are optional, and stockings only kept for
special oceasions. The men wear shirt, trousers, and

.
9
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éoat with 2 European hat of some sort; and they sLx:e :
very particular about canymg a walking-stick, which is
entirely for show. In the privacy of their homes, Where

. ventilation and punkahs are unknown, they lay aside as

many of their garments as decency permlts
After a short experlence of surprise visits, which were

* as much of a surprise to myself as to the people I called

upon, a timely motice of the proposed visit was given

‘beforehand. When this was done I found the rocms

swept, the fowls expelled, a chair placed in the centre of
the room for my use, and the whole family beaming’in

" their Sunday best. The visit'was a pleasure to all con-

cerned, and there were no uncomfortable moments on

_ .arrival, nor long waiting while a hurried toilette was
"made. 'The chaplam, however, was not always able to

send notice of his advent. The absence of a child from

" school or the report of sickness in a family gave no time

for heralding his visit.

There was an old European pensmner who had
married an Fast Indian wife and had adopted the
country as his home. For half a century ‘she had been -
his faithful helpmate. The children were all out in the
world, and the old couple jogged comfortably along on
his pension. . They were regular in their attendance at-
church; he in spotless white drill, and she in black silk
gown, white lace shawl, and flowery bonnet. ‘One Sunday
they weré missing from their usual seats; and on the
Monday the padfe, fearing that one of them mlﬂht be ill,
called at their house ‘to -inquire if all was well. He
entered the little front-yard and walked quickly to the
door of the living-room which opened into the yard.
There stood the old lady, her feet apart, her arms akimbo,
and in her mouth was a long Trichinopoly cheroot, from.
which she puffed columns of blue smoke into the morning
air. She wore nothing but the one cotton under-garment

M
&
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It was Ion

8§ and voluminoyg
She was

serenely cohtem.-

were finishing 5 matutinal

For ten secondg she ", remaineg

y the unexpected appearance of

at unuiual hoyy, Then, gathering hep

» she bolted into Some hidden recess at
i red from view,

meal of bojled rice,

motioness, stupefied b
the padre at th
scattered gengeg

- forward to it with pleasure, v
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" 'CHAPTER XIII
TRICHINOYOLY

: T o . l;ecIaWSor
T d t to trust yoﬁrself to the current sof & river, .to the c]
’ i : i ings.—SLoga.
ak: :x:eanimal or to the promises of kings
orns of an animal,

A is’ ~and my- husband received
"BicH months passed .an d
IGHTEEN mon

18 P! : haplain who
ichinopoly to relieve ac
orders ).50 ggntqea?; VViIi);h‘ all the soc§al alﬁddp&ifsl:g
was golllllgt ‘were expected of us, the time at gk‘our
du?lisl t :nd it was with mixed feelings that we 0 e
o gf, the Presidéncy tO\_Vn- t opened then as
leaveh South Indian Railway was not po‘ had to be -
e drasg, and the journey to Trxchln'op' Ly nnocted
far a3 Mo .:Ero,de' where the Madras Rall}hﬂ?’ ({:;‘Zit was
made via South" Indian. The heat was gl'lea&I looked
with the but as it was my first journey inland X loo ¢
February— o .
. travels in
tarted in the ovening and began our tra
We .startedf ;r}llet-nigh: For hours the t;alntseemiri
thebdarknes?‘n‘é through a vast plain devoid of town 5
to be run

ight fli in the
»single light flickered t
‘ ‘ané there a-sing
village. - Here an

i atcher. . At long
tive of a .solitary Wa
dis1;311(:16" s: gf:i 1i‘;to noisy little stations. A halt of .
intervals we !

1 i miliar whistle
: mi ded in the shrill fami
 eight or ten minutes en

i t again into the loneliness
- e glided out again in B
of the guard, &(I)lf‘.i S;e gp]ainJ “In the early hImluskal gi:'
and darkr;;is air grew perceptibly ZOOIe:i’ ! O(f)ohius ut
in ed outlin .
fﬁo?ﬁe ig:vimdovv agd-sayv :ﬁhe rugg_ . L,

s
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_both sides of the line. No light was visible, and the
scene was more desolate than the plain. A little later a
grey .light on the eastern horizon heralded the Indian
day. We passed over the Cauvery River, its silvery

" waters broken by dark water-worn boulders and its banks

. covered with elephant-grass and tangled jungle. Before
" the sun touched the distant hills, which we had left
behind, the train pulled up at Erode, where we were
more occupied in the consumption of the welcome cup of

" morning tea than in studying the beauties of nature.

'J_‘he‘run frqm Erode to 'l‘nchmopoly at that period
took about five hours. . * Haste is of the devil,” says the

Hindu, who hates to be hurried. The leisurely pace at-

which we travelled gave ample time to enjoy the charms
of. tropwals nature dwpla,)ed in bhc full hght of the
_Imorning sun.,
.+ Theline passes down the fertile vallcy of the Ca.uver3
Twice a-year the river comes down in flood from the

 hills, ‘bringing with it a fertilising deposit.- At each over- .

flow the land- yields a bountiful crop without reqmrnw
- the assistance of artificial manures. -

In all directions nature, whether under cultivation or
in a wild state, was prolific. The trees. and-flowering
shrubs, the scarlet gloriosa lily festooning the thorny

arms of the cactus, the weaver-birds’-nests hanging °

from the boughs above the water channels, the: green
parrakeets and bronze honeysuckers and sunblrds, the

“blue roller jay-bird, and golden oriole “playing about the -

foliage in the sunshine ‘hke a yellow lambent flame,” were
sights that reconciled me with parting from Madras.
At every station a crowd of happy, cha,ttermo' people

- climbed into the train, taking the seats of othern “who -

left the overflowing carringes. The object of their ]01@-
" ney was a feast at some temple, a vxsﬁ; of ceremony to

& friend or 1elat1ve, or to be present st & wedding: The

o
]
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hlgh ‘castes’ ]estled the low ‘castes as they. punhed their
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way in or.out of the compartments. Everybody talked

at the top of his voice and no one listened; and all wore,
whether high or low caste, their best clothes. Blue and

" white, red and-gold, green and -yellow, they ;rivalled‘«

gorgeous nature and outshone the gay plumaged bird and
painted butterfly. A ‘number of Brahmin women and

children, unve;led except for the cloth being drawn over,
the head, were tra.velhng to Trichinopoly to a,ttend a feast -
at the temple of Srirungam.  Their silken draperies were -

of a rich tawny red, highly becoming to their glowing

brown skins.. Some of them-were loaded with ornaments -

of gold their ‘necklaces, strung with many sovereigns,

secming to weigh them down. Green emeralds and blood- .

red rubies gleamed in ear and nostril, and their sarees .

were girdled with belts of the precious metal cunnmolv
. wrought into the suppleness of a linen band. The vxswn
" of colour and wealth was stnkmg T s ‘

®
?

A hundred years ago the display of rlch rrarments. ..

'and jewels would have brought a calamity upon the

wearers by attracting attention to their wealth. - If they

dared to venture out. at all they clothed themselves in

rags and exhibited every sign of poverty. At the smallest

-hint that they. possessed any riches, the agents of the

native princes who ruled the country descended upon
them, “armed “with official authority, and spoﬂed them of
their goods: It mattered not who. the ruler might bé,

the ‘agriculturist. ‘Heyne describes how the taxes ‘were

I8

gathered in native territory. Peons were quartered in -

the villages and maintained at the expense of the villagers -

until the demands made in the name of the ruler, Hindu
or Mohammedan, were paid. If there was a delay the’

SO A
. & : 4

. whether the Hinfu Raijah or his - -enemy, the \Ioha.m- L
" medan Viceroy of the Mogul,” oppression was the lot of
the villager, ‘the weaver and dyer, the metalworker and



- . " - ' TRICHINOPOLY -~ - 167

- 166 ON THE COROMANDEL COAST . ] -

potter, barber, sweeper, shopkeeper, and ‘several others.
Among the latter are the schoolmaster, doctor; accountant,
" moneylender, and the religious teacher, who sometimes . -

practises fortune-telhng as well. The village has its own

_ peons resorted to tbrture, or pulled down the houses and
drove away the cattle. The inhabitants of one of the :
(districts through which Heyne passed asked ‘ When will’

the Dharma Company (East india Company) take care of court or panchayet, composed of five membet:s elected by
-us also?’ Some of the villages were deserted, the people

h fled t th ltv of the th ’ the villagers, to settle- dlsputes over boundaries, debts,
. having fled to escape the cruelty o ¢ lax-gatherer. | and inheritance; and a savings bank that is conducted -
‘When Heyne asked an old woman to provide him with upon @ system of its own. There are amusements of all
- a fowl, for which he would have paid her, she replied kinds, feasts at the temple, and sports outside the Vmaoe” sy
) g‘;ﬁ:‘;{o‘ f (:;V;'lw . X?}?’tts’fw oi an efxm*nal is a fowl? wherein the young men have a,nTl;f)Portumty (;‘f eXhl:’lt;'
Ors taxe ca al we never 'see any I ing their strength and prowess. e cGmmunity, perfec
This state of fatal oppression ended when the Enghsh in itself, continues the da,lly tasks ‘of -sowing, planting,
took over the administration of the different districts and ' and reapingy without paying any attention to the political
" pensioned the native princes. Even at the dawn of better situations that agitate cities. The villagers do not see a

times the villagers could not at first believe that the old | newspaper from one year's end to another. After work is

-systemn had been swept away, and that justice for the over they take their intellectnal .recreation by listening to
%;rtlt]xre ;;f:us to be meted }:)ut to tihe lgd:ﬁmzus :)vorker ‘,' . the recitations of the proft.}essmnai L poet aid stglry gelllsr
en their crops were ‘harvested an e tax becamo Day by day the men and boys go to work in the fields,
due; they left their homes to hide in fear lest they should . "ploughing with the bullocks “or thxashmg out the corn.
be spoiled of all they possessed It took some years to - “The cows and goats dre milked. The women fetch water
foster the confidence which is so marked a feature of the ‘ from the well and gossip over their brass pots, finding
happy, contented dwellers in the Canvery Valley to-day. ample -to mtcresu and excite them in-a prospective
1t is not among these peaceful people of the land that - weddmg, in the death of a member of the commnnity,
* political agitators are to be found. It is true that the ot in a.cause célébre in the panchayet. . The sole link
villagers are credulous and their fears may be played between the powers that, be .and the villager is the
upon. . They are foolish enough to -believe that the ° periodical visit of thefnglzs;x ;ﬂicml wl(;os;add\;tyr:; 1;‘@0
:ﬁcrgicm; blood of thfexf) céuldren gﬂi}bc nzeded tol insr[fe E collect the riv(:,ix;?e tz:m sc;eth a é)zxgs aﬁnaoge el : pcon:ent
e firm foundation of bridges, and that a disease like the - . The markedeafeature o e -
plague is due’to the wholesale'poisoning’ of their wells by | ment and the desire to have no mt;xgerencle with, thexg
the.British ;- but of politics they know nothi d care |, d internal ‘government. e. only scurce o
less, %‘;om txlrlneoufiér;c:nale{hengmgz v1ﬁ§g21;yste:§ ! ::(t)izllihfs one not - connected with politics, but with
has remained unchanged, -surviving every- political con- religious and caste disputes. Their conservatism is such .
. Vvulsion and every change of government down to the’, that they regard with SHSP]ClOXl any advance'in civilisa-

-present. time.
Each village is complete with its different trades and pro- -
fessions. To the former belong the Wa.sherman. carpenter, |

tion or.education that is made by one caste and not by
_another. A few years ago the Vellalans of South India,

£
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. who claim to be next to the Brahmins, althowgh they are
of Sudra ‘origin, were under the impression that the
Shanars were becoming too prosperous and -advanced.

"The Vellalans gathered together from their -various -

villages, descended upon the unfortund.te Shanars, killed
% number of them and burned their houses. Having
administered what they considered a necessary lesson to
a lower caste, the Vellalans returned t6 their homes,
* leaving the Shanars to understand that the lesson would
be repeited if they did not mend their rapid ways and
~ advance more slowly.

In the old days the native ruler would not have
troubled himself over a caste a{fair that did not materially
affect his revenues, and the Vellalans would have gone
unpunished. It was a surprise to find that the Engh%h

Government disapproved of their action to the extent of

punishing the ringleaders.” To prevent a repetition of
the assault, a punitive force of police was placed in the
© disturbed districts. The indifference of the villagers to
~events outside their own little world is great, but it is
. nothing compared with the ignorance of the jungle tribes
of the hills, which is almost incredible. ' e

As an illustration of the ignorance of some of the
inhabitants of Tinnevelly, Bishop Caldwell used to tell
the following story. The King of South India, seven or
.eight hundred years ago, was called the Pandyan. A
» descendant of his, a petty landowner, lived at Singantpatti,
not far from Courtallam. The bishop met some of the

hillmen ‘one day; and out of curiosity he asked them -
who. governed the country at the present-time. The

reply was— The Pandyan.’
“Where does he live ?’
. * At Singampatti.’ '
“What about the white men? Have they nothmg to
do with the government of the country ?’

&
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¢Oh, no” rephed the hlllmen : ‘Theyh'dften ‘come

here, but only to shoot. They, have nothing to do V‘]f.h
the government of the country.’
Some time before we reached our destmatlon we saw

) N

the wondertul rock, brooding in the vmlley with -the town

clustering at its feet. Tnchinopoly is one of the largest
towns of South India and is famous for its tetaples. The'

rock is a natural fortress easy of defence. From.the time

when mer’ first cultivated the swamp-loving rice it .must .
have been an object of attraction to rulers Who desired fo -

retain possession of their lands. Gold and gram might be

safely stored and guarded there, and workers in the fields

might retire there to ﬁn(. a sceure refuze from marauders.

In the middle of the sixteenth Lefl*ury Trichindpoly
was deserted, and the fertde land of the Cauvery Vzn ey

88 overgrown with jungl ,
Various causes contnbutp to 'Ehu deq»;:tlon of cift

™
<u.

neither palace nor. hovel The terrified people appeal to

their gods'with bloodshed and beat of druni Perhaps it - ’

dlesf out ; but if, on the other hand, it continues in unabated

fury the miserable remnant of the ne,ople cre2p away,-
. carrying what they are able of their household goods, and ¢

silence reigns over the city. Vegetation fs rapid in growth.

The deserted streets are soon covered with a mantle of
green, which rises above the low houses and hides them N
" from view. White ants assist in the decay- of bcams..
Roofs Tall in and floors give way, and the ruined town is

" the East. .One is epidemic disease, such as plague J?’
cholers, which emv the ckill. of modsrn science cannot ’
goafrol or subdue. It sweeps: down upon a. . place, sparing -

known only to the jackal and the tiger. Sometimes gaunt -
famine has been the destroyer and driven the inhabitants -

away. Occasionally the devastating troops of an énemy

" have done the work of destruction. When there was :
' nothing more to be stolen the mamuder departed leavmg‘



170 ON THE COROMANDEL CO&ST

death and desolation behind him. Tt was probubl)
through the avariciousness of man that the vock was
deserted and the neighbouring town of Worriore reduced

- to an impoverished hamlet.

About 1560 a Hindu adventurer took undlsputed pos-
session of the fortress. .He had men and money, and he
fortified the rock with a double wall round its base.
Houses sprang up within the.walls, and the land outside
was brought under cultivation. The King, as he is
termed by historians, built a palace for himself, where he
lived in'state with a large retinue of followers. Building
was a passion with him. The evidence of it may be seen
to this day in the huge pile of the temple of Srirungam.
- The small village temple that he found there dedicated to

Siva and his consort, he surrounded by walls which were
pierced with gateways zmd Eurmoutt ted with handsome
towers callod goparums.  Withir the walls were mmmi;cw
“and dwellings for the pu](ms and attendents of the 4 tenple
~ and pillared hails for the assembling of worshippers ab it m
shrice. ~ = did 2ot compiste the work as i3 st‘mds ef thn
“presomb day with its seven enclosing walls; bub e Wl i
a great portion -of ik Tirumal, one of 1113 swcvcnvi.:,
added more walls and ga.teways (1650). The prmmpal
gateway is unfinished. It is constructed of enormous
blocks of stone, which are put together without mortar
The wonder is how the heavy blocks were lifted into ‘[051-
tion without the appliances of modern machmery G
The story of the payment of the workmgen is kept alive
in the name of the north arm of the river which forms the
island. The wages were to be paid in rice, but when they
became due the King’s granaries were empty. The people
bécame clamorous and turbulent, and the King feared
that they would commit some violence. He invited them
over to the north side of the island and persuaded them
with false promises to- embark on rafts. In the middle of

A,
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, the stream they were overturned and drowned and the
“river was called Colladam, the place of slaughter, cor-
rupted into Colleroon. There is probably some truth in’

the tradition. A sacrifice of life at that period would
have been considered necessary to ensure the stability of

the building. g
A full and complete hlstory of India has never been

Wmtten by & native historian. The history of the country.

as we know it has been complled from .the records left by
Europeans who have visited it since the discovery by the
Portuguese of the route to the East Portuguese, Dutch,

French, and English have given ‘accounts in the past of -

what they saw and heard. As far as is known Trichi- .

nopoly flourished from the time of the building of the
fort until 1736. )

- At that date the King died and left the government in
the hands of his widow. Her right was disputed by =

- Hindu prince of the royal blood. The Mohammedan
‘Nawab of Arcot, Chunda Sahib, seized the opportunity
" given by this internal strife to appear before the city

with the secret intention of obtaining possession of it.
He gained his end by craff. Tradition says that he made
love to the widow and persuaded her to admit him and a

. body of troops into the town. Having effected an entrance

he took no pains to hide his designs. The poor. queen

" was thrown into prison, where she dled and Trichinopoly
"was occupied by the armyof the usurper

From thie moment the city had no peace until the

English, under Clive, defeated the French. Xven after ~

the town was troubled by Haider and his son Tippoo.

The Mysoreans overran the Island of Snrungam, plundered .
- -the peaceful inhabitants, and burned their v1llages as la.te

a8 ,17()0
Moo sbury o: Churxdw :mh.b i‘ m.i of {"rnmn I-ua

&

" the power of the F¥ rench was broken-the country round .
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joined his fortunes with those of the French, and during:“
.the early part of the war he had every hope of secing

himself master of the Carnatic. ILater, when the Frenc},?;
were suffering defeat at the hands of Clive and Lawrence, |
Chunda Sahib recognised that his cause was lost. Tt was *

after. the English had taken the Island of Srirungam,
and defeated Law that the Nabob’s officers and most of
his troops forsook him, leaving him broken in health and
spirit without the means of flight. Law, the French
Commandant, seeing the hopelessness of protecting his
ally any longer, recommended him, as the only means of
saving his life, to give himself up to Monackgee, the
general of the Tanjore army, who had been fighting on
the side of the Tinglish. ,
Law’s hope of safety for his ally by this means was’
unfulfilled. There were old scores against the Nabob
that had to be wiped off—acts of violence committed by
his troops at the siege of Tanjore and clsewhere when
 the victory had been on the side of the French. At the
bottom of his heart Chunda Sahib must have known that
his chance of escape into honourable captivity was small.
* Monackgee swore by all he held sacred that he would
give the Nabob a safe escort to the French settlement.
As soon as the various native allies—the Mysoreans, the
rival Nabob . whose claims were supported by the English,
and the General of the Mahrattas—werc dware thaf
Chunda Sahib was in the power of Monackgec, there was -

a clamour for the possession of his person. The demands -

coming from his superiors took the form of commands
accompanied by threats if the Tanjore general refused to
comply. Stringer Lawrence also asked for the prisoner,
_ proposing to keep him at one of the English settlements.
. Fo this the disputants wonld not consent. In his per-

B

plexity and dread of bringing down the wrath of those

who were stronger than himself, Monackgee ¥iolated his

R

© was.

o.;uth and solved his dilemms by ordering the head of
; a,Sahib to be struck off, - L
um(l')li'l:lf says that the black dee}d was done.by a Pathan
" who served the Tanjore general in the capacity of execu-
tioner. The Nabob; nowan old man (1452), was s_tret?hed
upon the ground, unable through smkness to rise. \.‘( I?en
he saw the Pathan enter he.--guessed what his mission
Nothing else, indeed, could be expected from his
enemies. He lifted his hand as though to stop the
assassin, and begged that he might have a few ‘words
‘with Monackgee, saying that he had something of great

.. TRICHINOPOLY |

. importance to communicate. The ‘man of bloed” paid

no attention to the request. He stabbed the prince to
t and cut off his head. o
tme"x‘\}zeoa}_’fackgee_sent‘ the head to the Xabob at Trichi-
nopoly, who thus saw his rival for the first time. The
head was tied to the neck of a camel an@ carried five
- times round the walls of the city-that all mlght sea how
the enemy had fallen. The horrible procession, accom-
panied by thousands of excited peoplfa, passed th.t‘; paiace
where, as a young man, Chunda Sah.xb, decked in bright
» arvay, had won the heart of-the widowed queen; and
went tbrough the gateway which he had once e;}ft_;ered
1o take possession of the town. On all sides the liteless
features, ghastly in-death, were greeted with insulting
epltzlcf};éugh his methods of warfare did not differ from
those of the “period when treachery and cruglﬁy marked
, every campaign, he stood out above the princes. of the
day in courage and military qualities. Orme says that he
" was o brave, benevolent, humane and geuerous man as
.prjnce's went in Hindustan ; and he pays a tirlbute fo his
ability as a leader, venturing to suggest that if the T renc.h'
had listened to the counsels of the Nabob and placed their
army under his direction, their power might nop have

&
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been so completely crushed, nor need the prince have
met with such an ignoble end. A
Every foot of the country round Trichinopely is
associated with this struggle between the French and
- the English for supremacy in South India. There are
battlefields in all directionis. The cantonment stands
upon an old battlefield over which the cannon-balls have
roared. It is no uncommon thing for an iron shot to
be turned up in the gardens by the marmotty of the
gardener. Trade jealousy was at the bottom of the strife, .
although the ostensible reason for the presence of the
- Buropeans was the support of the rival claims of the
‘native rulers. "It was during these wars that Clive dis-
 tinguished himself. He seems to have borne a charmed
life. Men on either side of him were shot dead, while
he remained untouched. His presence of mind and in-
trepid courage carried bim safely through every difficulty.
It is said that he often climbed to the top of the rock
to study the surrounding country. The view towards
- all points of ‘the compass is grand. The country lies like
a map below ; every rock and landmark mentioned by
. Orme in his fascinating history is distinguishable through «
- the clear atmosphere. During the nine years that we
were at Trichinopoly I frequently went to the top, some-
times. in the early morning, sometimes at sunset. The
- greys and golds and pale-blue haze of the early hours of
. the Indian day had a beauty of their own, but the time
-to feast the eyec in colour was in the evening when the
sun had just disappeared below the horizon. Crimson,
orange, and purple flooded the heavens in the west, and
‘the green vegetation took on & richer tint. If the moon
were floating in the east, the picture was complete. .
At all times of the day Clive's presence haunted the
rock, especially in the narrow space at the summit where
ths temple of Guaesa giende. Frowm thal very snot e
must have locked down nipen the old fork with i walls

L e

| narrow
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: * His k en eye must have travelled over the
e towzils:éet?:ngethe c);osely packed houses stretcl%ing
up the skirts of the rock, and have searched ?he huxuriant
] Il)a.nd of Srirungam to the north and the thickly W.ooded‘
::)untr'y to the south for signs of the enemy. “The island
to the north remains the same with its brown g(_)};):z,nflmsE
but the woods on the south are gone. All that is left of
them is a solitary giant banyan on the 1porders 0
Puducottah, and & few old trees by. the roadside and in
the compounds of the houses occupied by the Europeans..
The cantonment stands. on part of the _ground once
covered by the wood, and mqst_, of the jcrees that orna-
ment it, now in the full Vbea,uty. of their growth, were .
planted when the houses were bull.t. )

All through the wars the Tondnnar} or ruler of Pudq-
cottah” remained faithful to the Engh_sh, who drew th_eu:
food supplies from his country. In vain the French tried
to intercept the coolies and capture the convoys. There
were occasions when they were successful., and the unfor-
tunate coolies lost their noses; but Stringer Lawrence
put an end to the blockade by two hard-fought battles
3hat drove the French from the field (1754). No amount
of bribery, or threats, or persuasion could deﬁect the

fidelity of the Tondiman’s people or their prince. . They
reap the reward in the present day. They pay no
tribute, and possess certain privileges of self-government

TRICHINOPOLY

' it inhabitants of -
ioved by veryrfew Indian States. The mhq
‘ ‘;ﬂgly;zottajg belong to the thief-caste. Every householder

N i nment employs one of them as a watchinan.
Eet 1;: C: n\igeful, indusIt)rious _member of the household,
-working hard all day, a willing servant o_f the servants, -
and shouting during the watches of the night to let his
fellow-thieves know tha.t'he' is at his post, a,nd" that the.y
ust pass by the dwelling in his charge on ’thelr
Is. ‘
nocg‘l;gail%rcg;t is no more. Its sixty square turrets
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mentioned by the Jesuit father (Bouchet) *who -visited
Trichinopoly in the sixteenth century, and the eighteen
towers where grain and ammunition were stored, have
vanished. Nothing remains but the mainguard gateway,
a portion.of the wall on the west, and Dalton’s bastion
on the north, which have been preserved as a memorial
of British valour under Clive, Stringer La.wrence, Dalton,
- and other officers.

The house in which Clive lived was to be seen in
1879 when I arrived. It had once been a chuttram or
* native rest-house. The front was adorned with handsome
carved stone pillars, on which were the figures of prancing
horses, similar, but on a smaller scale, to the pillars in the
temple of Srirungam. - It stood facing the west in front
of the tank at the corner. Since then it has been built
over and absorbed into the Jesuit College.

The rock itself is unchanged. The street that runs
round its base is intact. The only access is by stairs cut
in the living stone. The temple elephant swings slowly
up the steps every day bringing water from the sacred

Cauvery for use in the service of the idol.> Right and .

left of the stairs higher up are halls and chamber8
belonging to the rock temple. At the top of the stairs is
. @ room cut out of the rock. It was formmerly used as an
arsenal, buf is now furnished with a shrine before which
lamps burn. When I paid my first visit.to the rock the
- attendant did not trouble to come forward and open the
~ door, but in these days when globe-trotfers abound he,

with two or three companlonq is very much in evidence. °

Offerings are asked for, and in rcturn the sightscers are
allowed to gaze through the open doorway into the
inurky atmosphere of the windowless hall. They may
also enjoy, as I did, the real smell of a heathen temple,
wherein .the stale smoke from burning incense and the
odour of bats and rancld oil are mingled. ‘

B

" ,

CHAPTER XIV L
THIE OLD GARRISON

Let us realise that death watches Iike & tiger to seize us unawares, -

- gickness pursues us like a relentless enemy, earth]y joys are like a leaky

vessel from which water trickles ceaselessly nntil it is empty.—Szoxa.

A REMARKABLE feature about life in India is the rapidity
with which the Government official uproots himself and

< his family from one station and settles down in another.

He considers himself fortunate if he has a few weeks’
notice of the change ; sometimes only ten days’ warning
is given. In that time he has to hand over charge to a
successor and take up his new work.

The servants are adepts at carrying out the details of =

’?‘the move. With a good staff of coolies the butler or

head ‘boy’ gets the furniture into position. The cook
busies himself “with: his pots and ‘pans in the kitchen.
The ayah packs and unpacks the house linen. Though
the bungalow may have been empty st sunrise, by dinner-
time the master will be sitting down in comparative
comfort to a five-course meal. "It did not take long to
estublish ourselves in one of the houses of the cantonment
situated conveniently near the church.

The cantonment is' about three miles south of the
rock, and stands on ground that is slightly higher than
the site of the town. It was laid out (1805) after the
district had been taken over by the Company from the
Nawab of the Carnatic. ' There was nothing further to

. N
8
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fear from the p1llagmg troops of the Rajah of Mys.ore,
nor from the French. Barracks were built and sub-
stantial. houses erected in the style of those on the
Choultry Plain. Trees were planted and gardens made.

The change from the confined quarter in the town to the -
cooler and more airy cantonment must have been accept-

able to the English soldiers. The heat inside the fort

walls was intense, and was the cause of sickness and

excessive drinking among the troops.

The first English garrison stationed at Tnchmopoly ‘
consisted of a’company of a hundred and twenty men who -

were sent to the assistance of .the native prince whose -

cause we espoused (1749). They were quartered in houses
belonging to the natives.

An Indian town does not alter its character with

advancing times. In England each period—the Tudor,

the Jacobean, the Georgian—is marked by a distinctive

style of architecture. In India the native house of three-

hundred years ago is identical with the dwelling of to-day.

The indication of antiquity is ruin and decay, and that may

be deceptive. The style of house in which the English

soldiers lived may still be seen. The rooms are small and -

have few windows. The yards are walled in.‘and the
verandahs screened to the exclusion of light and air. There
was no room to build barracks in the town on the English

plan, and the troops had to accommodate themselves as
best they could in quarters thai were only qulted to the -

native 5epoY. ﬂv

In 1751 the garrison had largely increased, and it is .

about this date that the- name of the veteran missionary

and politician, Christian Frederick Schwartz, is associated -

with the town. He was a Prussian by birth, and was'

sent out to the Danish Mission, which had its head-;

quarters at Tranguebar. He mastered Persian, Tamil, '
Hmdustam English, and Portuguese, the study of v&hmh

&
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he began Wefore he left Denmark. During ten years’
residence at Tranquebar he paid visits inland and probably -
came to Trichinopoly. In 1762 he took up his residence
there to convert the heathen, but he soon found plenty to
do in the garrison. His services were so keenly appre-
ciated that, at the request of the military authorities, he
was made garrison chaplain, and was the first of a long
line of men who have ministered to the British troops for
nearly a century and a half. He has left an interesting
account of his work among the soldiers in some manu-
script books, which are in the possession of the Mission -
of the Soc1ety for the Propagation of the Gospel, which is
stationed in Trichinopoly. The earliest book was begun
in 1751 to record the baptisms which he performed in-
the district. The langnage he used at the commence-
ment was German mixed with a little Latin. - All English

_names, however, were carefully transcribed in Roman

letters. The German quickly gave place to English,
showing how he must have applied himself to its study

. for the sake of those members of his congregatlon who

could understand no other tongue.

* A number of English soldiers were hvmg with native
women and having families. The men brought their
children to be b&ptised. Schwartz not only administered
the rite to the little ones, but prepared their mothers and
baptised them also. After baptism he maryried them to
the men. Where the marriage ceremony had been per-
formed prevxousﬁy, he ‘confirmed’ the marriage after

‘baptlsm In the absence of a chaplain the officers were

allowed to perform surplice duties and marry, baptise,

-and bury as necessity required. If a soldier wished to

marry a womar no questions were asked apparently con-
cerning ber religion. The missionaries did not recognise
marriage between Christian and heathen. Upon inquiry

Sch“artz found a number of such cases which he set

s N2
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- right. . Schwartz was succeeded by Christiait Pohle, who !
continued the ministrations to the garrison on the sume,
lines.

" "Phe entries in the mission books g give many mterestlntr‘
1tems of information about the men who served. Thele
- is'no doubt that when they entered the Company’s ranks

they adopted India as their country and did not expect to
“return to England. Under these circumstances a natlve
wife seemed desitable in every way. She made a devoted,
mother and kept house economically, studying her
" husband’s tastes and conducmg greatly to his comfort,
The following is a specimen of the mixed l@nouage inj
which seme of the entries were made : |
1782 15. Martii wurde der Qu‘trter Master Serjeant i ln\
the new Battn, Andrew Brown, seines alters 24 Jahl}
copuliret mit Anna a native of Madras die sub hoe dato:
getauit’ wurde vid: mein Verz: Getauft.
schon vorher mit ihm gelebet.’ ‘
Pohle hu.ptused a corporal’s child and made the follow-
 ing cntxy in English. After having given the names of
the parents he described the mother as: , ‘_
* Mary Mootimah, a heathen, to whom he has beén,
married from a certificate at Poonamalie, 10th I‘ebruary,
1785, by Lieut. Samuel Agnotey, Quarter Master of the'
52nd Regiment ’ (afterwards Sir Samuel Auchmuty), who
signed the certificate, but has not expressed the marrying |
la,wful, which word is left out, probably because such a'
marriage with g heathen cannot be lawiul. I e}saminedt
the woman, called Mary Mootimah, in the presence of Mr.;
Klein, and she confessed that she was not baptised by
anybody, nor knew she a single word of any Chrlstmn
prayer, but was a heathen.’ "
-The names of god-parents were scrupulously entered, |
as also the fact of the child’s legltlmacy or otherwise.. The ,
terms used in Grerman were *ehrlich’ and ‘unehrlich,’

& ' t

i

N.B. Sie hatz'

h‘l-ch were d¢ranslated later as ‘lawful’ and ‘unlawful.’ .
'Sqme supervision was also exercised over the choice of
god-parents. * Serjeant Bloome, mstead of the drun
William Lemoze.’ ‘

Two more entries in the book of ba,ptlsms are oz,
mterest

(1790) ‘Jonn, lawful child of Jonn Ross, bandmdqer
"of the 36th Reglment and of Mary. The child is about
two years old, and has been badly and insu 1fficiently
‘baptlsed by a drunk officer at Wallajabad.

. (1789) ¢ Sarah, to which was afterwards added Amold ‘
supposed to be the daughter of a soldier of His Majesty's
regiments, aged about seven years. Has been five years -
‘ W1th Captain C , whose woman wanted to bring her
up as a dancing-girl without baptism, of whom Captam
L got her lately after two years application, and. got
her now baptised in order to send her to the Asylum.’

This institution was founded in Madras through ‘the -

exertions of Schwartz to provide for the orphans of
goldiers. If it had not been for the good offices of Captam‘
TL—— this little Waxf Sarah, with English blood in her
. véins, would have met with a terrible fate The status of
& dancmn-gxrl is too well known to require an explanation.
She occupies the lowest and most degraded pocnmon to

. which a woman can sink.

Morta,hty was great in the ranks of the Enghsh
troops. There is no one more careless of Health in the
Tropics than the British soldier, even in the present day,-

- -when the dangers of exposure, bad watér, and infection
are better known. In the old days he neglected to take
the commonest precautlons, and the result was too often
fatal. The entries in the burial register give details of
how some of the men met with their deaths, and mention
the county gr town in England from which they came.
‘In the time of Schwartz and Pohle, Hanoverian regiments

THE OLD GARRISON ~
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were serving in India. One of these was .stationed
Trichinépoly, and German as well as English name
occur. In 1784 Pohle wrote : _ L

T buried also, besides others, a German named Roth
muller, who died suddenly, and whom I had in the
foréncon exhorted.” - - 3

(1783) ‘ August 1st I buried a Serjeant, and on the
2nd, buried Mr. Kohlhoff’ (i.e. Mr. Kohlhoff buried) ¢
man, the casualties of whom we never got though we
desired them.’ : ' S ]

(1783) ‘ Buried in the churchyard —— Savage, an
Ensign, quite young.’ ~ :

(1785) ¢ Of the two Europeans I buried this morning,
one was o Corporal Morgan.”

Apparently the names of the men who were com-
mitted to the grave were not always to be ascertained.
More than once the entry merely contains the words,
¢ Buried two soldiers,” with the date. i

Occasionally Pohle was unable to perform the service
- himself. With scrupulous honesty he recorded the reason

why he failed to fulfil his duty as chaplain.
- (1786) ‘Buried by the soldiers (as I had to perform
divine service) John Turnecr, Private, 78th Regiment,:
~aged about 30.’ :
(1786) ‘Buried by the soldiers, (as I take physic),
Charles Fossctt, Corporal, Europcan Invalids, native of -
England, 34'years.’ .

(1786) ‘Buried William Robinsons Serjeant, 1st
European Infantry, native of England, 30 to 85 years, -
~ who, being asleep last evening, fell into the “tank about'
the Main Guard and was drowned.’ i

(1786) ¢ Buried James Mc.Bane, Serjeant, 20th Native :

Infantry, who died by being wounded: He is reported to i
be a Scotchman.’ 1
l
|
I

(1787) ¢ Buried by M. (on account of my bad

<

<

. Q . ton
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leg) J’an;es Purdie, Private, Artillery, native of England,

% }Z(i?%% « Was shot and Buried for desertion on Madura-
7

i William James, Private, Artillery, native of Bng-
ace,

land, not fully 28 years. T was attending him with the
and, 0

Revd. Mr. Kohlhoff to the place of his execution.’

787) * Buried Nicholas Twineham, Priva,t’e, Recruit
Qa7 ‘r)ivéd o native of Oxfordshire, 16 years. .
1atelyﬂ2h}”7 ‘]’Suried William Fluke, anate,. Emop}c :

ar )Native of Wiltshire; a,n"ived_ on this C?S' n;
Klf?::;ziyl’ast and died last evening, being drowned m

ugus ’ N i A ' |
mn}zﬁggid‘ %%;ried Thomas (formerly Benjfan]x;n) L:g;z,.
t ' i evons ,

. ’ opean Infantry, naA?lve 0 :
Pru'&t:;e’dltsottk}?sgeﬁvice June 1786, died of consu:’rfptlon,
adm 13 ears; Was baptised by me 25th J une las 't‘ .
"] thi{a bap;ﬁsmal book under that date1s the en r13 9
e Tiewis, born a Jew, a native of Eng and,
S ’ Qince the 11th year of his age he

county Devonshlre- d been to sea. Plresent beside

" Ti ts an ]
b 1;35’0“};2 gge%h. Daniel Klein, Myles Fleming and
myse :

John Chapman both Privates, and 2 number of those in
»jonn y ) |
hospital.’ d to explain the circumstances
iz o further recor P :
?Vhﬁ];:;i James's desertion. Ab that tvxme t}];eref ;ra‘?hz
o N 1t myptation to desert to.the enemys xanks for the
grle&'tofe tt?e large bribes offered by natlvehfrmczb. o
o . 7 ispecially sought. £ axt -
i s were especially :
pefcll?ncivditfgf?ne; knowledge of his profession had a good
goldier 2

jvi i " command with_the
ecelving, an important . ¢

chunce ¢! rd rank of major or colonel under the colours

commissione 1 an. h he had the opportumity of
joni ajah. AssucC 4 th A :
of & r'elznxleilf}{lq:nd' at the same time he ’hved like a
apnassin , 8 e o ‘ |
prinrtie. drowning {atalities were unfortunately frequent.
‘The dx - )
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Uhuble to endure the stifling heat o
came ont to cool themselves in the

They seated themselves upon the broad low wall that
sarrounds the ‘tank. The slumber they vainly courted
on their charpoys overtook themn in the delicious coolness

induced by the evaporation of the water. They sank

into deep sleep, and rolling over the hard stone-bed fell
< into the tank, from which ther

¢ was little chance of
. eseape without assistance. '

(1790) * Buried a gentleman, —- Jortin, having been

shot by another gentleman, Williams, last evening,
both of them belongin

ging to the 52nd Regiment. No
salute fired at the grave.’ ' ’

(1791) < Buried John Williams, Invalid Artillery, who
was Lilled this day by g piece of wall falling down in
Sindamoni Gate.’ ‘ ‘ «

{(1798) «William Hendrick, Artillery, buried by his
companions without my knowledee,’
- (1802) * Buried by Serjea
Europeans, who were ' that early morning killed by the
-old rotten battlements in Sindamoni Gate which tumbled

~down on them. Johann Neumann, Pensioner German,»

- Thomas Phipps, Invalid Artillery. His woman or wife
was also killed.’

The Hindu Kin
bricks, upon which

f the houses, the men
open by the big tank.

g Who built the fort used sundried
white ants and weather  left their
destructive mayk, The fortifications became 50 unsafe

28 to necessitate either the rebuilding or the demolition
of the dangerous parts, '

e have no record of the circumstances attending .
the death.of Jortin, whose name was probably Jordan. .
Duels at that period were of frequent occurrence. The
stories of the

_ quarrels have one feature in comunon, the
* triviality of the reason assigned f

or resort to arms. Not
only was there the useless loss of life, but, more often

@&
Lo

nt - Lutter the two followin .

o QO
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" hadowed the life “of .tbe
o ot e Major Al e
AR 'gh:jlist Colonel Henry " Hm“ve)a . ;1211\’011«5, |
Kle GJZOtfﬁd Ngrth z’\fCOt (11298). hgs‘J lielresé.dlr;ftelrsu’ards, and
s gt ¢never held up s, |
ays that A o thres hs of a raging fever.’ . Aat‘on |
Zigd in Joep th;n til‘;te}? I'%c:;};ﬁlent, which to:Qk an e{wt;;;z |
belonged 0 < ¢ in South India. Z.Blaklstog o ”*hiCh
iy 'Warrs has left a description pf thn \11;110 ”
Mt ﬁlxlzflrllfgehtly men regarded duelling In |
shows -
Ao e t Arﬁee);l saw a handsome tomb egctec(lmt;l
i ¢ Colonel Harvey Aston, who fell in ad fuel
the memory 0 of his regiment. He hf.%d geen & goo feal
with the m&]%r fore he came out to India, had ?oeen ag cat
of the o tron of the fancy, and a leadmg‘ mexﬁ e“;
B e ponting ¢ ircles. . He had many good points at ou t
of the Sportmgc:rous ‘a.nd brave ; but. he 'hﬂzd a mff niln
him ; Was,gergition to quizzing, which mvo}veg p ;lm i
vetemteégslsg;l encounters, whereby he obtaince e
many p

. . . . !
i t tion Of & prOfeSSGd duelhsb. He uoed to tell a StOI)

: i i houeh not at all credlﬁable to
of one of 1S i:flle;z,s:vsl;ltc;z zn thté pmctiée of duelhng tllza’iz
himself, was acined. “I was at a theatre one mgll) ,
can well ]‘J‘e 133 sieing a fellow eating &pples in the k'ox‘
S&i,d he, anwere some ladies I tcok the liberty. of p;) 1ixeg
whelze th;’fe throat with my fingers. The man Str‘:;) < me. |
one into li-m %own and gave him a sound dru ang .
Iknockedl : ¢l was a famous bruiser). “He calle ﬁud
(for the co ot;nhim through the arm; ?,nd, the fqol cze;1 'eh

- out. It;}lsction 1" One of the few instances i whic
this sa :

‘ W own tO ha.ve been rlght was on ‘;]le (o]

i iving his antagonist’s shot, ‘
him. On receiving g .
r}?'vilt?cfgl :tc;éct in his body, he staggered a few paces,
whic

i 1829,
filitary Adventures, by J. Blakisten,
1 Twelve Years of Military ;
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o then‘recovering himself, he presented his pistol delitrately

at his opponent, and said, “ I could kill him” (for-¥e was

a capital shot); “but the last act of my life shalllnot be

an act of revenge.” Words sufficient to redeem allife of
error.’ ¥

- Blakiston mentions another duel where the survivor

was full-of remorse. Ahmednuggar was assaulted and:

taken in the Mahratta war. ¢Among the killed was a
* . Captain Grant of the 78th Regiment, who, at the time of
the attack, was under arrcst for having been engaged in &
duel with a brother officer, who fell in the encounter. The
opponents had been intimate friends till the dispute which
caused the fatal event. Such was the effect on Captain
Grant that he became careless of life, and, although In-
capacitated by his situation for military duties, he courted
death on the first opportunity, and was among the foce-
most that mounted the ladders.’

* In 1781 a sergeant named Carol was buried by Pohle.
Report said that he was a Roman Catholic. Being in
" the Company’s service, however, and declared a Protestant
by Major Patterson and Captain Mackenzie, Pohle, as
-chaplain to the troops, read the burial service over hinf.
His conscientious mind was not altogether satisfied. that
he had acted correctly. He added a note to the effect
that if it were subsequently discovered that the man was
not a Protestant, and ‘ the case should be proved to our
prejudice, it shall not be counted as a performance of a
burial service.’ ) o .

It is difficult to understand how a burial service could
be read provisionally. The worthy padre was,satisfied
that by the insertion of thé note he had secured himself
from the reproach of having performed one of the offices
of his church over a herctic. BT ‘

To the end of his days Pohle's rendering of the English -
language was quaint. Although he mastered it snuffi-

Q ‘ . :

, inted.
‘ Z%ifpg: 3id not displace. Pohle at the. fort. Ball
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reach to the soldiers with fluency, he never

ciently to ¢ Jae : o the Cerman
succezdc‘-"i in cmancipating bimself from the Germa

idi » wrote. :
ldlo?;)zzge;gewas buried William Power, son of a Euro-

i i ' d to

rly in our Charity (school).. ‘He use
Pefnf’t:ning)rs?iva}; found dead the f,ollqwmg day in the
Deitc}t ’(moa,t), and buried by the .Cha,r;ty and School

has been afishing.’ o .
ma?;eczll;le%iid at the age of seventy-three (1818) and was

.\buried at Trichinopoly in the fort churchyard. - He

i own and garrison, and

ad for-forty-one years 1 the town and g )
Iailbour;idns I1.:6001‘()17 of his having taken furlough or paid &
b .e.r.et bhis native land. Although the Rev. Uharlgs Ball
S o chaplain to Trichinopoly in Pohle’s lifetime

inister ‘ & at Warriore and in the new can-

‘mmlsmltedv\z(:eg%tii?ﬁch was afterwards built, and Pohle
tonm_t:;éf in chérge of the smalf garrison that still con- |

l;?;:laeld to be quartered in the fort. - He was the second
aplai ichinopoly. : ‘ -
chal‘i}z;nlf:ni]:cotfuzogmiber of officers commanding the -
ifferent companies to .w]'n_ich the men be}ongfa?i are
mentioned . in the old Mission bOO:kS, also the regn_nents.
The 19th and 25th Dragoons, the lgt FEuropean Reglfneni;,
_the 2nd Europeans, the 2nd Battahon Furopean Artillery, .
the 2nd Battalion Coast Artillery, tbe 2nd KCa.v&Iry,othe :

th Furopean Infantry; the 78th, '1_0'2nd,-1.015t, 7204,
52nd, 36th, 718t, T4th, 19th, 12th British Reglmentsi, the
o Battation of Sepoys, the 19th, 7th, 13th, 23vd; 5th,
95th, 31st, 1st, and 16th Native Tnfantry formed port, Qf
ison in successlon. : L _ .

the %iinigg 1clzlh?h:ch in the fort was built through the

éxertions’ of Schwartz (1765-6). " He was a man of great .~

' i 3 ' 1 charm
t character, possessing a..strong personal :
' iﬁﬁgﬁt&; felt by all who caine into contact with him.
T e e

<%
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In 1763 he accompanied the English troops on field
service to Madura. There he won the hearts of the
officers and the men’ by his ministrations to the sick
and wounded. On his return from Madura he proposed
- to build a suitable place of worship for the garrison in
the fort. His proposal was 'received favourably and
money flowed in. Colonel ‘Wood, who was command-
ing, assisted, and Schwartz himself contributed g con-
siderable sum. , : :
~ While he worked among the Europeans he did not
. forget the cause of the natives whose language he had
- learned. They, too, felt the spell of his personal influence,
which was so strong that the Government appealed to him
to help them in their difficulty with Haidér. He was
entrusted with a political mission to Seringapatam, which
ke undertock from = sense of duly, although it was much
against his -will to enter into politics. e hoped that
through his mediation peace might be restored to' the
country. He returned from Seringapatam and became,”
-at the request of the Rajah of Tanjore, tutor to Serfogee,
his adopted son. : l
The natives of Trichinopoly as well as of Tanjores
worshipped him, and ascribed to him the qualities they
attribute to their own heathen ascetics. Stories of him-
remain to this day which indicate his vigorous and prac-
tical mind. ' -

Or one occasion when he was in Ramnad he met a
_-convert who had been behaving badly and had brought
- disgrace upon his' name as a Christian, - Schwartz admi-

nistered o sharp reproof. He concluded with the words :

Wil you have my punishment or the Rajah's ?’

‘I will have yours, sir,’ replied the repentant sinner.

“ Then kneel down.’

?‘hf: mar knelt obedient to his word, and Schwartz
administered o severe caning.

]

&
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V‘A ﬁow rise a.nd go ; and see that you take better care
' * said the missionary. - | a
for gi)ijf:tggg,pl:acame to him and asked him how they
should pray to God. He answered promptly: -

1 . ]
i starving beggars.
¢ Pray as if you were ,  the
s w}fm but natural that there should be among :h
AT Wt i Ll -
Tinglish officers one or two who were not in- sympathy 4_
!:;;1 lqn ; r;zligious moverent, 1t interfered with t;hl,.fr
vVithh ar L. “ orking uneondorie
NS de ‘0~c ylife and set their consclences Working uustniict
mo A L X h
ably.

Sehwartz was not a man to withhold repreof
where 1t was nee

THE OLD GARRISON
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ded ; he called 1t exhortation.’ o
William Taylor, the historian of the Mission, says

; \ » .rtain captain who sct himsell in' -
- here was & certain’ cap \ e
: Z};ztos:tizn to all the church work that was going on.

issi > instigator of every-
Knowing that the missiopary was the instigator ol every

i irecte i imosity openly
i f the kind, he directed his animosity O n
I t}(?i?aid: . Schwartz,{ and never lost an opp_ortumty _qf.

| ing him.. -~ -~ . o :
ab}%ﬁi da.y when the padre was upon the roof of the

L i i : i the cap-
erintending a gang‘of native masons, )
' 4:2511‘21;11?:%2&@ the walls and poured forth a torrent of

schwartz w into making a reply, though
gy iih;;ﬁiu:tixozfegaké any no%ice of such d.is- 
‘ tesies. As a rule he was wont to treat them with
«cpuf N tt;bus .silence. He stood up and rebuked the -
zgézfa I?efore all the workmen, denouncing the wrath of -

it was n

| “God upon him unless.he repented of his evil ways. The

in was s vehement reproof. The words
Capt&-{n ﬁd: iirrg:g 1?31:11;1};?1 into "his brg.in and he: cqu}d
o Widrmnté t.hc;m.' He tried to drown his thoughts in
nov forged while under the intluénée of it he fell over the
: drmk,i age' of his own terraced roof. He was mortally )
!)a,.hls Eﬁ nd died a few days later: The incident made.
mll;iataimpression on the natives who had heard the
& : o . . X
rebuke. ' ‘
3
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Schwartz died and was buried at 'lanjore-(1798). He
never married, though the directors o: the Danish Mission
sent him out a lady for a wife, Miss Anna Sophie Pap.
He had no desire to change his staie, and declined the

hononr politely but firmly, while she found a busband at
Tranquebar

1901

CHAPTER XV

LOAFERS

In the aflictions, misfortunes, and trihulatipns of life only he who helps
us is our friend.—SzoxA. ) .

TaE removal of the English troops into the cantorment
left the fort almost deserted; Christ Church, the scene
of Schwartz’s and Pohle’s labours, did not remain empty.

© . Tamil, Portugueso and English services had alw ays been

held there, and these were continued by the missionary.
He llve(&m a small house adjoining the churchyard It

was built by Schwartz for his own accommo&algb ,and
; occupied by each succeeding missionary -for.some’ years

after. From its steps Blshop Heber preached hls Tast

© sermon.
* The Church of St. John in the cantonment was*”m:‘“-

" charge of the chaplain. The troops assembled for parade-
~ service every Sunday morning, and.rejoiced in the fresh

air of the open situation. : *

’

«

A parade-service has its attractmns and is one of the

brightest scenes a military station has to offer. The men
march to church to the strains of the band, and enter the
building in military order. Some regiments, whenever

- . they turnfout to march, take the regimental pet with

them, At Fort 8t. Georgean antelope used to accompany

" the Warwickshire Regiment everywhere. The old animal

had died and a new one was procured to take its place.
It wasg unfamiliar with its duties and responsibilities and

‘g‘
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was inclined to be refractory. Instead of trotting along
in front.of the men it endeavoured to scud off by itself
across country. Two men were told off to lead it uniil
it should learn its lesson. A rope was atiached to eadh
‘horn, and by keeping the lines fant it was under control.
Every Sunday the antelope mada its appearance with the
troops, and as soon as they Lad filed into the building
it was taken back to its quarters. R
One Sunday, for some reason or other, there was

only & single orderly to munagoe the regimental pet. He
~had great difficulty in making it keep its place jnst in-

front. When the regiment halted before the church-door
the antelope turned pugnaciously upon its leader and
butted him. A lively and spirited contest ensued while
the men were filing into the building. The last seen of
the pet was its hasty and undignified retreat in company
with its keeper towards the barracks. It was impossible
to tell whether the beast was pursuing the soldier or the
soldier was driving the antelope. e ’

The musi¢ at the parade-service is provided by the.

band. The accompaniment of the instruments tg the
bandsmen’s voices gives o martial tone that is appropriatg
to a soldiers’ service.  If the bandmaster happens to take
an intercst in church-music he can give a fine rendering
of the chants and hymns. A great deal depends upon
whether he is sympathetic and willing to carry out all
the details. - T
A few weeks after our arrival at Txichinopoly the
half battalion of European infantry quartered there was
ordered away. Less than a year later we lost the battery

of artillery as well. The order came unexpectedly, and .

the troops werc' not relieved, After their departure the
wilitary dutids of the garrison devolved upon the sepoys,
of which there were two regimenty then stationed in the
place. The parade-services came to an end, although the

E:
g
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- degth -

Viahuid,

af

1 Y O
that he will be tho gue fo fall

¥

ade, bat 1t will not be be, e
As soon as nn unexpocted order to mdyrch Is received
LN SLHGS -3 =24

lagh denmraer-boy.  There 13 an
; .the execution of daty. Soecial
e set aside, and all"is orderly bustle. As

the grey ¢ 7 their escors. The reoimens
wway under the charge of theiwr :3,-',\.0 % The regi )}:,
"qv trim  workmanlike kharki, assembles i the
ng o

wonrl

The word is given, the band sirtkes up
; 1 i T Ay
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Infantry, there were a number of Civil servants, as well
as the staff of the South Indian Railway, who had their
quarters at Trichinopoly. All alike greeted us warmly.
with the old-fashioned hospitality which is fast dying out
in these days of many tourists and hotels. The chlling
- began as usual, but was not such a lengthy business’as in
Madras. The distances were not so great and the number
of people considerably smaller. P
There was plenty of parochial work among the;men |
employed on the railway and occupying subordinate posts -
in the different Government services. Several old pen-
sioners had married Eurasian wives and had settled in
~ the place. Our work among these. various members of
the congregation was very pleasant. They were for the
most part highly respectable men and women of refined
manners and gentle ways, who were earning an honest
living and doing honour to the name of the class to
which they belonged. It was not their fault but their
misfortune that a contingent of the very poor and very
dark-skinned should be living in the same place, and that
these feeble folk often brought the whole community into '
bad odour with undiscerning Furopeans by their feckless
ways. Poverty was undoubtedly the lot of these, and it -
was impossible to raise them out of their impecuniosity.
Their propensity to spend not only what they had: but -
‘also what they could borrow was incorrigible. They -
shared with the Hindus a view of debt that was entirely . :
different in its moral aspeet from that which is inculcated
in the English mind. They saw no harm in being in
debt, and-esteemed it a sign of importance to owe a'large
sum. - : a
This fact was exemplified in the reply given to-me
when & native dhoby died. A great tamasha was niade
over . his funeral. I inquired if he were a man of
any distinction among his caste men, and were possessed

8

- glad to avail themselves of this arrangement.

LOAFERS . \6\ 195
safficient to warrant such an expense. I was

;)ct;lé) rggzzt};le was a very important person among the
dhobies and had ¢ plenty of debts.’ A man who hai .pg
security to offer in thé shape of an income of any 'm.
which may be hypothecated to the moneylende.r,. :15
reckoned to be a poor man indeed and much to be pitied.

" A man like the defunct dhoby, who could raise money on

i ings, 1 idered a man of substance:
his monthly earnings, 1s consiae; . .
Tlliere is noyshame attached to borrowing to the utmost

~ and contracting debts that can never be paid.

. The same shamelessness 1s atta,c}.:)ed _to beg:gmg. 'AS‘
has already been said, the poor Eura,s,lan is an mveteu_ztﬁ \
béngé,r. It was part of my husband’s work to dgal W{t

t;h:e3 cases that occurred in the cantonment. By his desire
they were all sent to hiny for relief. The ladies at whose
verandahs they appeared with doleful tales were only too

A mean who shall be called John was constantly

" begging, and the money he obtained went in drink.

i its influence he treated his unfortunate wife
E’Zgll)l'e m’i‘if: lpooi woman had lost heart over her house
antl her appearance. No sooner did she get a few things
about her than John sold them .for drink and left he1r
destitute. Sometimes she was without food. In such
straits she used to come to the chaplain, a,nd her appeal

) ade in vain, - )

‘Y%OI:;): :;;; a disreputable-looking native Bz:ought a letter
which purported To be written by her in which she begged
for help. It had been’her c}lstom to come to the house
herself and receive the gift in person. A reply was sent

intimating that no money could be given by the hand

of @ coolie and that she must come herself, otherwise
her good-for-nothing husband would take it atfd §pend
it in drink. The next day Jchn appeared bringing a

letter written by himself which he sent in by the peon.
: 8 o2
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It ran as follows: ‘ DEar Sir,—If I don't disturb you
" will you please explain the substance of an endorsemen:
to my wife, the purport of -which is that if you send he;
any money by the hand of a messenger her “good-for.
nothing husband ” will only spend it in drink? I an
_really surpn@(‘d for ‘such defamatory and unchristian un-
, gentlemanly insinuation (sic), and I would wish for you
to explain yourself to me if possible now. And further ]
would ask you as a favour to let me know what amount of
- help assistance you hnve.rendered to my wife for the last
two months' stay she was here, which shall be refunded
" to you by me, as you are not oné from whom a respectable
woman can ask for assistance. Further anon.—Yours
faithfully, Jomn.’ ‘

John was ordered to take himself off, an order he met
with the blandest, most insinuating smile. Instead of
departing he drew a little nearer and begged to be allowed
‘to say one little word.” Would the reverend gentleman
"be so very kind as to give him a rupee, for really he and
his wife were starving. As for himself, of course he did
not mind starving. Here his fat face spread into a still
broader smile. He only begged assistance for his wife,
whose health was too delicate to allow her to starve
without serious results. ' o

It was impossible to be angry with such people One
could only laugh and treat the plausible beggar like a
naughty child,

John’s wife died soon after this, anﬂ a,fter her death
he went down south, where he had worked hefore and
hoped to be employed again. Somgyears later he turned
up, smiling as usual, and begged” Hfor money to go to

- Madras. He produced a testimonial to the effect that he
had served soberly and satisfactorilyfor four years. On
the strength of this excellent character' he obtained
help, and with profuse thanks went on his way. About a

A N ,

/
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month afterwards he a,ppeared once more with a Ietﬁer in
which he said that he had not been able io ‘push’

"himself forward from Erode to Madras and that he had

been ill. He added : ‘It.is more prudent to go back to
Trevandrum than play the' part of a wandering Jew.
Can you please be so charitably obliging to pay my fare

‘to Madura.’ * (It was on the way to Treva.ndrum)

‘I have not a cash in hand to find my way.as far-
there. I am totally a changed msn; have entiraly left
taking  any drink.’ ' He was sent on to Madura with
a ticket that was purchaqed for him, and We never saw
‘him again.

Mathew was a ﬁne, strong, ablebodled man, who was
alwa.ys on the tramp, professedly looking for employment,

" but in reality begging. He passed on from’ one place to

another, staying a short time at each station until he had
exhausted the patience and the charity of the kind-
hearted English residents. He ought to have been -
working at some honest trade, bt his long tongue stood
in his light. No sooner did he get somethmg to do than

" he talked himself out of it.” If he committed -a slight

ervor and it was pointed out’ by his superior, he at once
began to justify and excuse himself. His employer lost
patience and dismissed him. My husband helpcd him
now and then from the Poor Fund, and at his own request
gave him a letter testifying to his sobriety and ability
to work.” At the end of it was a note to the effect that
“ this letter is nobsmtended to assist the bearer in beggmg,
but is for the purpose of procuring employment.’

In & few months’ time Mathew returned bnnomg the
epistle. - He handed it back with an injured expression,
and explained that it was useless ; no one would gWe him
anything after reading it.’ VVould his . reverence be so

'good as to write another leaving out the last few lines
about ﬁeggmg? That part spoxlt ‘be who]e ; it was

g
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positively ¢obscene "—he- proliably Ineant obstructive—
and did more harm thap good. -

The poor Eurasian knows the value of o long tongue,
and that when the patience of the listener is exhausted
a rupee is produced, more 85 & means of getting rid of
& troublesome person than of assisting boverty., Mathew

- relied on this devige with success. Hao had found it pre-
vail more than once with the chaplain " himselt. The
Indian bungalow lends itself to the system. The open
doors, which cannot be ¢losed because of the heat, allow
the voice to- penetrate to évery corner, The suppliant

stands under the portico and pours forth his tale of woe

in a plaintive voice more Irritating and distracting than
the croak of the verandah crow or the piereing shriek of
the squirrel, In Mathew's cage the production ‘of the
desired coin did not always bring Immediate deliverance,
From force of habit he still talkeq on until entreated tn
take himself off ‘

‘Can I go, sir9’ he asked one morning after the
bestowal of the gift. o

‘Yes, yes, go,’ wag the reply.

“Very well, sir, and T thank .

‘I quite understand ; 89, Mathew, go.’

‘ Yes, sir ; you see, sir—-.’

‘My good man, will you go ?° :

‘I I'go down the line they say !

‘Go away, T am busy; I can’t listen to you now.’

“ Perhaps I had bettar 80 up north— -

*Go north | g0 to Bombay ! g0 to Ching if you like,

One more echq from the verandah that penetrated to
my adjacent sitting—room must be recorded,

‘ Well, who are You?”' asked the chaplain, searching
the‘feat_ures of an*olive-complexioned gentleman of the .
road. . : ‘ ‘ C

&
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o 7 | : its owner, as
¢ Mj} name is Sylvester,” was the reply of its owner,
rel ry 2

» ; min"
g. s . y A

humility and propitiatifg.,
“*What do you want? - -
v‘gilﬁfeq;(;ur honour, I want to go to Nelag.ap:ga.m
A sii‘ixtj pause ensued, and the padre exclaimed :
_ = 1 H .
‘I n your face nefoxfe. ‘
‘I‘Ih‘;e :tz,c;oexgent. was received with a start of
and’ ieved refutation. ,
\&nd‘ i\?oaiil' I’ve never been here before. e
t in 'i‘ﬁchindpély-before; please your hmiho, E s
foe '1:111l chaplain regarded him with as much s
e - . . ..
“he was capable of assuming and said : Erode”
e~ < A year ago I sent you from here to . - been in
i i\Tc? : sir',I assure your honour I have neve( ‘
" tHe plac :fore.’..d. e e | ’
| 'the ‘pa(;e:: months before that I sent you to.Ma,d}lrta..thP
| ‘ﬁ\T s?xr ' «ButIdid ‘No, sir” At this po;n ote:
-ha itaiox; reéired to his room to c:_onsult the vagrant n
;’) i He returned with it in his 4ha,nd.A : han once
' QO‘ "l‘here’s your name and it occurs more t a,? ( ':) u
| ber perfectly well having a ticket bought otr 3 o
l'relxlnéie and sending the peon to see that you got int
eac endu ‘ .

> L o i
' he train.: LT .
f ‘N: sir. I've never been here before. Some othe
.2 ..*No, sir. 1

i name, only, sir.’ L
| mgr'll‘llizl?xiigdniﬁnccence of thettone in W‘t_nch this was
‘s;';zid was inimitgble ; but it ‘was nolt convmcltl;lg. i, T
< Nons K a lling me the .
. *Nonsense! You are not te : h. L
| ::;n’ttl'\hoaﬁiei anything to.do with bad men‘ who don’t teli
ca o o e -
~the truth) ™ =.. 7 .

surprise
- ~t ;

I've never set

o3 a i i,': o k‘
+.¢ No, sir, please, sir ™ like you.’
»- «Go away ; I have nothing for men like you. :
o ‘%o éﬂ‘;f;u!_r’ ‘was the: melancholyvre}gly as Syllvester
' ghc'ii; i’af;-hnd the padre’s retreat to. his study. Thero
sadly v ae DA Cooow ‘ :

L
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was an interval of a quarter of an bour broken only by ~

~ the swish of the punkah and the scratch of the busy pen.

Then through the ferns and palms of the verandah came
& deprecating voice : - :

¢ Please, sir, I was afraid !’ :

It brought the chaplain out again. Whether the truth
is forthcoming or not, the poor creatures must be helped,
as they are physically incapable of helping themselves by
working,

‘It is very wicked not to tell the truth.’

¢ Please, your honour, your honour knows that T was
afraid !’ :

‘ You should tell the truth.’

‘8o I did, your honour.’ .

‘No, you didn’t. You said that you had never been .
here before. I can’t help a man who tells lies.’

‘No, sir; but please this time to give some little

. assistance.’ - . o

 “There’s two. annas for you to get some food; and.
when you can tell the truth you may come again and I.-

will consider your case.’

. This love of itinerary begging brings the unemployable,
round periodically. The Poor Fund was intended partly -
for them and partly for the resident poor. . Some of these
were unemployable also, but a pretence was made to give
them work where they were able to do-it. Coarse
sewing was. provided for the women, and anything that
was possible for the men who had neither strength nor
skill.  An old man named Richards thought. that he had
done sufficient to earn an honest rupee when he had
written & long letter. A clause begging for an increase to
his allowance was usually inserted either at the beginning
or the end— Duan Sig,—1I humbly beg td inform your
hoz}our that by this small pittance an Hast Indian cannot
maintain for his whole monthly expense. I beg your

o

- Here, O heavens, and give Ear O Earth:
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in i . -Jesus spat
“‘honour to increase something my allowance. -Je P

he spittle, and He

the ground,.and made clay of the 7
Zzointedgthe e5;e.s of the blind man with the clay. St. |
John 9.8, also 7. Here the ground meaning common .

~ people, or low people, or servants who living by their

superior’s favour through' their labour. For instance in

i ] It is wribten (sic
the- bookof Prophet Isaiah 1 ch. 2 ver. " It is WnHere(thl

heavens denotes the Kings, princes, rulers, and Dukes and

" Nobles And the word Earth denotes common and low, .

: 7 i id or like to

servants. -~ Spat ” meaning, Upbml
Sfﬁ:pfngzher man’s face. Jesus rebuked the common
nleo le for their pride and warned’ them' not sl}ovs{, -proud '
iikepGreat and Nobles. “By his rebuke Jesus said unto

- them, ye are common people, ye ‘are se?vants,_ ye shal! not
" be a-dtmit‘té&‘like great men. . Dear sir, I gin a maimed

man : one of mine eyes is lost and I am turned very old. .
2 .

- Respected sir, 1 humbly beg your honour, by your great

! i i ; 5 to be sufficient for
kindness to increase mine allowance as to I or
thz month I shall praise only the name of the Liord and"T
shall be very thenkful to your honour. If Iusespectacles

i ' i Y s 1d
e a lttle. Dear sir, I remember once as I to '
‘gsw;ysezhrﬁéstian name is Manuel. ' But my Ohngtxa’rx 3
' pame is Philip, not Manuel. It is one of my relation’s .-

S, - reas - I was yet small,
¢s. Upon some - reasons when
xxizilghbours used to call me by the name of Mannel, _VV.hen
I was unawares the question came, th.ergeforg sudd_gnly I
t—iﬂd Manuel at $he day when you enquired of my . circum-

" gtances. I am, sir,'your most faithful P. Ricnarps. . With

' required for writing this letter.”,
spe(]:;zgie 051(;1 a%?chz&'ds appeared before our bungalow at
Bangelore some years later. He was quite blind, and‘ ,
was Ted by a man who, he ¢aid, was his brother. He
was passing under the name of Davis, gnd Wz:-s_ asked for
an explanation. He assured the ‘chaplam that it was not

2

x
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his fault; he did not call himself Davis. His neighbours
had given him the name because it belonged to e half-
brother who was taking care of him. Here his com-
panion, who was the half-brother alluded to, tried to
make matters clearer: -

‘You see, sir, this is how it i5. We both had the
same mother, but we each had two fathers.’

There was another old character of the name of
David, who was on the Poor Fund. He used to delight
in black clothes, and was the proud possessor of a
clerical coat and hat much the worse for wear. He was
asked why he did not work for his living, for, though
between sixty and seventy, he was active and ‘able to get
about. He replied that he was a preacher by trade, and

" trade was slack, _ ‘ A '
‘ Not at all,’ replied the chaplain. *You shall preach to
the servants of the house, and so earn a rupee a month.’
The arrangement pleased all parties. The servants,
who were Roman Catholics and good souls according to
their lights, liked listening to the old man as he-held
forth volubly in their own tongue. He used to come
regularly once a week. I often caught sight of him
walking about the compound in the most businesslike
fashion, gathering his flock and persuading some of the
. heathen to come in as well. He was always neat and

tidy, with white trousers, long black coat, clerical hat,
white beard, and silver-knobbed ‘walking-stick. He took
himself very seriously and earnestly, and,,was supremely
happy in his appointment. Once a month the butler
came to the study with the information, ‘David done
preach, sir,and asking pay.’ The first time his rupee was
given he sent in for another, saying that the first rupee
was his ‘church pay,’” by which he meant his allowance

out of the Poor Fund. So for the future he.was given
two rupees, o
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i o wred  with reqﬁésts for
Occasiqnally Lyropeans appeare : ,
assistance. For these people one felt much pity. They

could not accommodate themselves to the conditions of

ife i zaars like the Furasians, who were l?orni in
?If:; 120231}11121'};; nor &id the curry a_nd rice and fruits suit
them as they suited thé man of mixed blood. There W}::.S
also more danger from esgosure to the -sun \Vlt%l'f;h(i
-Europeah than with the comatry-born. One Apml:\I e
_hottest month of the year with the exception of May,

- three-Italian musicians paid us a visit and asked for |
. money to piy their rail-fare on towards one of tl.xe large
© seapotts. “We .invited them to come that evening and

el some music in the garden. There was & bright _-
ngizsnl,lil:d their music was charming ; but _thfﬂr pleasur.e
was even greater than ours in our appreciation of their
performance. They left the station t%xe next day, and .
- we heard no more about them. English, Germans,‘an.dv
Americans down on their luck. passed through'T;1ch1:
nopoly and were helped as far as -the funds would allqw.
‘They were usually of the mechanic class. Once or twice
‘we had men of good education x.;vhose pockets were tem-
pora: ly empty and whose credit had come to an end.
One of these, formerly a planter and afterwal:ds an
engii eer in a manufacturing company, was making his
#.raoﬁ 2ome as best he could. The company had gone
ba.ﬁkrdpt and was unable to pay him his salary.. His

@

. planting venture had been equally unlucky. He was glad

of dinner insthe verandah and a shakedown on.one of

- the verandah couches until the small hours of the morn- -

ing when the mail train left. The Europeans_passed. '
cdmpletely out of our lives_, and never 1.'etur1.1ed like the
" Burasians. Did they rejoin thel}' 1‘6.313;‘6103118 n temperg.te
climes, or did they lay down their lives in-some Indian
hospitalfriendless and 'iorgottep ?

L3
.
a ¥
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CHAPTER XVI
ORPHANS

It is easier to snatch & pearl from the jaws of a crocodile or'to twist ar
angry serpent round one’s head than fo make an ignorant and obstinat
person change his ideas.—Sroxa,

gf;IN India death comes suddenly to all men. Nothing
§ brings the fact more forcibly to the mind of the Furopean
than the rapidity with which the event is followed 'by the
-funeral. Barely twenty-four hours elapse ere the deceased
man is carried to his grave. With improvident Rurasians
the death of the bread-winter is nothing short of a
catastrophe. The family is thrown into sudden destitu-
tion and reduced to deplorable beggary. To provide
- against this, orphanages have been founded in India for
‘the children of poor Huropeans and Eurasians whose
fathers have died or deserted them. The orphanage at
Trichinopoly, known as St. John's Vestry School, owed
its origin to Schwartz. During his “ministrations as
chaplain there was an explosion in the powder magazine
at the fort. Several Europeans were killed, and their
wives and children were left without means of support.-
He made an appeal on' behalf of the orphans, which
met with a liberal response. A sum of money was
collected sufficient to found the school and endow it.
Pohle called it < Qur Charity,” and was greatly interested
in-bts welfare. So also were all the English residents,
civil and military, some of whom, members of the vestry,

=, ..
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" sat on thes committee of management. Similar. institu-

i i adras and other’ military centres have been
gzﬁ:, :xlldhllla‘ve proved of great benefit to the Huropean
jan community.. _ N .

3md’I}‘:‘;llelarE,J';‘ll'ichinopoly oZ'phanage was" ongmal}y in thﬁ
fort. After thé troops were moved and S};. 'J ohn's Chl;rc
was built, a habitation was found forAlt- in.the (:;n_ c;?-
ment just within its limit. When we arrived. in ] rlctx(i :
nopoly it had its own buildings in Puttoor, situate
about a mile from the church. After the Engl}sh tro:};;s\'
left, a fine airy building which had b«_aen ocqupled byt- (;i
soldiers was assigned by.Goveml?J'enb, at the request of
the chaplain, for the use of the orphz?ns. ;It was nearer
the church and wag~ more ,c(‘)m_rement in every :wagf.
With a few alterations the building was aidapted to the . .
new purpose and the children went into residence (1881).

" Since then there has been no-change, and the Vestry

School continues to flourish as far as its funds allow,

- always full, and with a list of candidates yvaiting_for a
. vacancy. . ' o -

‘The children regard the chaplain as their temporal as

. awell as their ‘spiritual father., With the assistance of a

n the large family is not a -very onerous

gﬁﬁg: ?'tfl?he little’oxgles of mixed blood are gentle and
- obedient. They have no desire to break bounds or run
away. The rules that govern thent are those that exist
in any well-ordered house and no severity is r‘eqmred'fio |
enforce them.® A certain amount of discipline is good for
boys and ‘girls all over the Werd. Eurasian chﬂd;ep
conform to.rule with more readiness th&l'l t{hose Wh? are
ure-blooded and born in England. . Habits.of clganhnfass
and truthfulness have to be enforced ; and. certain native
practices, learned in early cl_nldhood when there was a
too intimate acquaintance with the ba.zaa._rs, have to be

eradicated.

.

‘Q'
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Soon after our arrival we sent a bar of yellow soap to
the orphanage with a request that it might be used night
and morning. The woman in charge, a snuffy old person
who had been born and brought up in the bazaar, came
to inquire how it was to be used. The children had been

" accustomed to ablutions in the native style—with water

only, and an occasional Saturday scrub with soap-nut.
A big bar of soap was a problemi she could not solve
without assistance. The poor old soul acted the part of
matron to the best of her ability, but she was obliged at
last to resign. A more suitable matron, a kind, motherly
woman, country-born, but with European instincts, was
elected for the post. _

. The boys and girls lived happily under the same roof,
their quarters being divided by the big schoolroom. The
classes were mixed, and the teachers mostly young women
with the gentle speech and refined manners that are
natural to the Eurasians. Life at the institution flowed
smoothly as a rule. The inmbhtes learned to love
each other as though they belonged to the same family.
In course of time the boys went out into the world to

follow some trade or take up a clerkship, and the girls
‘married or went into service. The former was preferable

in many respects. If the engagement between mistress
and maid terminated before another situation could be
found, the girl had no home to go to, and ran a risk of
being exposed to temptations. When once a member of

. the school had left, he or she could not Be readmitted.

The vacant place was filled immediately.§

The children were devotedly attached to the orphanage |

and had no desire to leave.” They usually came from

wretched homes, utterly unworthy of the name, and com-

pared with which the school was a paradise. There

were more applications for admittance than there were

vacancies. It was sometimes hard to refuse the parents
- . f;) -
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‘when their 'requests were accompanied by the wistful

looks of the little ones. Ablebodied men of the poorer
class, who were able to work for their living and support
their families, used to beg that their children might be
admitted. . The preference had to be given to those who
had lost a parent or whose father was incapacitated
for work. o g

A fair-skinned boy of eight with a pair of pathetic
grey eyes manifestly English was admitted on his own’

_entreaty. One day he was found sitting on the steps of

the chaplain’s verandah just outside the study. How

long he had been waiting there it was impossible to say.
*Who are you, my boy?’ ‘Pat’ ¢Pat what?’

«Pat Campbell.” ¢ Where do you live?’ ¢In the bazaar,’

' «Who is your father?? ¢Father is drunk and mother is

dead. Please, sir, can I go to the orphanage?’ The
request was accompanied by such a wistful look of
entreaty that it was imposs‘iblq to say'no. On inquiry
it turned out that the little boy’s story was perfectly
true. The old Scotch pensioner, to whom he owned his

"existence, was rarely sober. He was one of the tough”

old Englishmen who had survived the hardships of the
Mutiny campaign. He had\‘sett'led-in the country and
was devoted to fishing when be was sober. "He left his
children to the care of an old native woman who kept
house for him. Pat and a younger brother were admitted
-to the orphanage to-their great joy and comfort.

Another child, whose circumstances were somewhat
similar, found a haven of refuge in the orphanage. When

. he arrived he was a miserable little bag of bones with

unkempt hair and grimy skin. After a few weeks in the
school he picked up flesh and grew bright and h:;ppy.
One day his father arrived-at the school with g request
that his son might be allowed to spend a few days at

" home, Remembering the old times, the scanty meals;
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the blows that were -showered npon him by his tipsy
parent, and the squalid misery of his home, Dan begged
the school-sergeant to refuse the request. The father
- wag persuaded to depart without the child.

Some days later he again appeared at the orphanage
driving himself in a dilapidated jutka drawn by a wiry
pony hired for the occasion. Again he was met with a
refuqal in which he apparently acquiesced. - Producing
some tempting sweetmeats he persuaded the child to get

into the jutka to eat them. No sooner had he mounted -
than the man whipped up the pony and dashed away

towards the bazaars, the jutka swaying from side to side

in imminent danget of being overturned. Nothing could :
be done in the way of rescue, as he had a perfect right
to his own child. Notice was duly sent to the chaplain
that Dan had been stolen by his own father. 'That same »
evening as the matron came out of church after evensong .
she felt a timid pull at her skirt. Peering down in the !
darkness she discovered poor little Dan, dirty, forlorn, -
beaten, and hungry. He clung to her and begged with .
tears to be allowed to return. His father had attempted -
to lock him in his miserable house. As soon as the
drink had done its work Dan crawled out of the window
and escaped. Never again did he allow himself to be :

decoyed away by either sweets or threats. -

The inmates were not all orphans in the true sense of °
the word. Many had no relatives at all, some had lost
one parent, and a few still possessed—to 2heir detrlment 3
sad to say—both parents. Four children belonging t6 a .
couple who were incorrigible beggars were admitted that
they might be saved from the contamination of their!
wretched home. At'seven years of age the girl was still’
running abount the native bazaars as naked as the Indian-

children with whom she played. Within a very short;
period she and her three brothers were tamed and
u '
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converted into mild, gentle littls ‘members of the in®

stitution. S S
The eldest boy, who from lomgest association with the
ya.zmrs might have been the worst, was one of the
steadiest am.d most trustworthy lads of the place. Perhaps
he owed his sobriety to the fact that his mother had once

. made arrangements for his funeral. The exchequer was

low, and Mrs. Robins was thrown on her own resources to
provide food for her family. Her husband, an. able-

bodied man and an excellent carpenter, retired from work..
. at the early age of thirty. He absolutely refused to do

more, and based his action on the*Bible; Our Liord, he

"averred, had laboured as & carpenter thxrby years and no
lIonger. He but followed his example in laying aside his.

tools. The responsibility of making -an income sufficient
fo keep body and soul together feil upon Mrs. Robins,

. who set herself to the task with more zeal than principle.

The burial of her son was not her own invention, but an

old trick which has been played off on more. thf-.n gne,
unwary chaplam new to the country, °- T e,

One morning she appearsd in the’ verm&an ﬂ'z& QN

.1atgd with torrents of tears & sad story. . Her dear litle

son, ¥red, had been taken ill in ihe night and had died.

She described bis symptoms and how he drew his last

breath. The plt“‘O:lS tale was concluded with an urgent
appeal for money. She wanted a few rupees to pay fc;a
coffin, quite a plain coffin, to put her poor boy in. The

. cheapest- she could get would ‘cost seven rupees. Then
there would be buarers to pay, and in ‘addition she would

be obliged to give them some coffee and bread. The list
of hey requlrements poured {rom her lips with a ghbness

- that ought to have raised suspicion; but.the tears were

convincing.: The unsuspecting listener. was melted to

pity, snd at the end of her tale of woe he placed fifteeh
rupees in Ler hand. The burial was ﬁ‘:ed for five o’clock

0 2 P
£ . ; .
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that cvening. The chaplain was at the cemgtery and the
grave prepared, but no funcral party ar,eared. He
“waited for more than an hour, and then mtmned to his
house with many misgivings. "He took the earliest oppor-
- tunity of paying Mrs. Robins a visit when his suspicions
were confirmed. He discovered that there had been no
death in the family, and little Fred was playing in the
road with some native children, with whom he seemed to
be on excellent terms. When reproached and further-
more threatened with the police, she shed copious tears
and said that she must live. She considered poverty and
an idle husbund sufficient excuse for her conduct, anpd
she seemed surprised that the chaplain did not regard her
action in the same light.

The charity was intended primarily for- the pogr of
Trichinopoly, but there were many applications from
outside. - A widow on the west coast hearing of the in-
stitution raised sufficient money to carry herself and her
children Dy rail as far as Beypore. From Beypore she
-walled, arriving one afternoon travel-stained and weary,

the veriest tramp in nppearance that ever trod the high-.

+ways. A loaf of bread and some tea were the first cop-
sideration ; then followed her story, a sad one of conrsg,
justifying the reception-of the children into the crphanage.
The following day she departed. The little ones were guite
happy, but for some days they put by part of their food
for the abseht mother. The kind-hearted matron smiled
as she bade them take it to the kitchen 4o be kept hot.
The. choir of St. John’s Church was furnished with
choristers from the orpbanage. No amount of training
could eliminate the metullic sound from the boys voices,
but they learned to render the music of the simple services
- correctly, if not as musically es might be desired. Their
conduct was -orderly, and only once did the lads put the
chaplain into any difficult Y.
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the matron setting forth his wishes. She jwas asked to
introduce him to So-and-so. The girls of whom he was
to have the choice were of a complexion that matched his

own. Unless some arrangement of the kind was made,

trouble and discontent epsued. The darkest man in-

varigbly aspired to the hand of the fairest girl. Had he .

been permitted he would have tried to win a pure
European. The girls were just as particular in their
" choice, and quite aware of their own value.

. When it was known in the school that a suitor was in
_ the field a thri%i‘ of excitement stirred the whole institu-
tion. - The boys were full of brotherly anxiety that their
adopted sisters should be well and suitably mated. The
young:man usually drove up in a hired carriage. As he
was received by the matron he ran the gauntlet of many
pairs of eyes. Presently Daisy Brown, Leonora Smith,

and Maud Jones, all dressed in their best, were presented

In turn by the matron. After the inspection the suitor

- intimated that his fancy had fallen on Lieonora Smith. '

He begged to be allowed to have another interview, which
was granted. After talking to her a little time and telling
her about himsclf and his prospects, he put the questiqn.
Did she think that after she had seen him 4gain she could
bring herself to look upon him with favour? If she

smiled, hung her head, and whispered with lowered eyes

that she would like to have a little time to gonsider hig-

offer, he departed a happy man. If, on the other hand,

she frowned and turned aside in silense, he understood
that he must either make s second choice or leave the.

* place disappointed of his bride. A refusal, however, was

rare. It usnally ended in a wedding that turned out
happily for both. The courting after the first interview

was done under the chaperonage of the matron, and the -

trousseau was made in the school.

@

No suitor was allowed to appear at the orphanage
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before he had<been seen and approved of by th(? chaplain.
In one institution a widower of about igrty 1ptroduf:ed
himself and inquired if he could see the girls with a view
to making choice of a wife. He was asked to produce
his. credentials; and when tl‘ley found that }}e had none,
the girls armed themselves with the sweepers’ brooms and .
drove him out of the compound. : .

A handsome young sepoy from one of the regiments - -

stai ichi to pay attention to a
tationed at Trichinopoly ventured to p >
ii?; in the orphanage. She was the dau.ghter of a,‘natlve‘
'Ey a Eufopea.n soldier. The ample diet of the school

“had conduced to plumpness in the maid who had no pre-

tentions to beauty of feature. Em]czonp‘oint is reckoned -
by the natives one of the most attrfxct;w of female cha.x:ms.
Tt was doubtless the. attraction in this case. Marmage
between natives and Eurasizms was not _encoura.ged, and
no applications were entertainfad from either Hindus or
Mohammedans, Aware of ‘this fact, the son of Mars
trusted to his own personal charm. Whenever they x-net
upon the road, as she took her walk with the other girls,
he directed amorous glances at her, which she received
with flattered embarrassment. One day he brought a
beautiful sugared cake as a love-token. . A small boy_wa}s
.decoyed’ from. the playground and bribed to, take it in

" with'a message. Having fulfilled his part of the contratt.

the little urchin returned to the playgrourd with the news
that a sepoy was courting Susan. The boys trooped off .

. in the direction Thdicated, and found the unfortunate man
* waiting near the girls’ side of the house, in the hope of
" receiving some sign that his gift had created a favourable

impression upon ‘the heart of his ‘plump lady-love.

. Whooping like a pack of jackals they descended upon
" ;ﬁzm a.Il)ld ie took to his heels in terror. He attempted to

escape over a wall, but they seized his legs and adminis-
tered a sound  pommelling with their fists. He never
2 & ‘ ! o

o~
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ventured to appear again, but sought a bride among his
own people.
- Refusals to marry have been known among the girls,
Sometimes they arise from a desire to remain in the
institution, where thoy are so happy that they do not
wish to make any change. After a certain age, when the
education is finished, they cannot be retained, and if they
refuse to marry they have to go out into service. Marriage
1s nct pressed upon them if they show genuine dislike to
it. Sometimes it is nothing but a little shyness that has
to be overcome, and this can be managed by the suitor
himself if he.s inclined to persevere. o -

A man applied at an orpharage in Madras for a bride.
His credentials were satisfactory, and he was allowed to
make his choice in’ the usual way. An interview was

grranged in the matron's private sitting-room, where two’

chairg - were placed opposite each other for the young
people to be seated while they conversed. Although
Maggie had corsented to think over his proposal, his suit
did not prosper. She listened to all that he-had to say
about himself, his work und pay, and his family ; instead
of respouding she drew back, and he pleaded his causedn-
vain. e pressed her for a reason, but none was forth-
coming. She could only give the feminine cxcuse that
he did not take her fancy, and she wished to have nothing
1o do with him. When the matron entcred the room

some time later to learn how masters were progressing,’

Maggie was sulking in silence, while th® unhappy swain
was regarding her in sorrowful perplexity. Sceing at a
glance that his wooing was not prospering, she dismissed
the rcluctant maid. ‘

‘1 am afraid, Mr. O’'Brien, you have not been very
successful ?* she rernarked. R :

‘She will have nothing to say to.me, ma'am. Bhe
won't even leok at me,” he replied plaintively.

- -
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uld like to see anotber girl ?,"'{, i
« No, ma'am, thank ’you‘; Ijjgould rather _havg’ ngjgg;ga .
¢ But if she won’t have you, you must gxlve ‘e;ﬂﬁn .
hoose another. We mnever force our gir s un E;tgev
?ﬁ;o marriage. Liet me send for Rosa or l\’Iary. ither
of them would make you an ex.-cellent vzrlie. .

The lover shook his heagldi;c?nso}aue y. |

<1 don’ oss or Mary. ,

; éggg,tm&i{l(g}?ﬁen, I think we Illad beiy:ter ::.1 %Z(;i: |
bye,’ said the matron, feeling ‘tha,t mant}::rsb “Zﬁ; : o
lock and that there was nothing more o 6;1 nh;. N

He rose from his ‘chair to go- Suddenly bis ey

i od with an inspiration. ‘ L N
bxlg}l ‘:;:y 1 come again? = May T have one more try?” he
BRI - MILE : '

<k ) 1 < ‘. ;e . ' E .
aske‘dczjﬁyifﬂyy it vou wish ; but T warn you that l\iaggle

rige her mind easily.’ e
ohome o o T will come next Tuesday, and

. ¢ Perhaps=you W0

N

.« <« Thank you, Da am.

"wi ‘ne my concertina.’ ] | "
. mllilebz:ﬁe a.srrxd prought his concerting, and -Maggie was.
rooed a second time. When the matron went 1n t»(.> see
}:Oviah: fared there was no need to ask any questions.

o

The concerting occupie
the other. :

d one echair and: the young couple -

3
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CHAPTER XVII
THI INDIAN GARDEN

It is ‘micre easy to discover flowers i the sucred . fig-tree, or a white

erow, Qr the imprint of fishes' feel; than to know what & womnn has in her
heart.=Sroka. : i

A HOUsE with no upper storey is familiarly known in
India‘ss- o bungalow. If there is an upper storey it is
called by the natives an ‘upstair house.’ In a Mofussil
stationi; there are many more bun gslows than storied -
houses, and the lstter are occupied by the senior men in the |
Services. All the houses of the Europeans stand in their

- own compounds, and the ground is surrounded by a mud

wall or hedge. The wall is pierced Dy a gateway, but it
Is raro to see a gate or barrier of any kind, It would be

- useless'as a means of kecping out intruders. There are

gaps in-every boundary made by -the scrvants of the

establishment, who have a natural aversion to using the -

(s

legitimate approach ; and ingress can be obtained from
all the points of the compass. Inmany cases the masonry
posts-have no hinges upon which a gate could be hung.
The only purpose of the posts seems to be a mark to
show where the carriage-drive cornmences, and to support
the black board on which is painted the name of the
occupi‘eif-'of the house. It is a convenient custom to have
the name ready at hand for the guidance of the caller,
but it strikes the stranger as being odd. The compounds
in which bungalows stand usnally have one gateway.

S . . @
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Storied houses, being larger and moze ‘pret_entious in
appearance, have bigger con_lpounfis with ?ntranqes at
each end. The natives con::qder the -second gatewsy &
dignity rather than a convenience, for they dispense Wlﬂf
th?a carriage-drive altogether when én foot themselves;
and they term & residence thus fgvoured a two-gate
e 7 ) .
hou {;e fmd the honour of livipg_ in & two-gate house at
Trichinopoly, although the building vs“ia.»s only a bungalow. |
The compound was large ;@nd possessed some ﬁ}{e trees,
- as well as an excellent spring of water. This spring was
*ealled a well, but it had the chara.cter of a small tank,
: being square in "shape with’ sol}d: stone-walls. - The
bungalow was in’ruins, but by an ’arfrangemfenﬁ with the
landlord we were permitted to put it in repair gnd:mpay
ourselves the cost from the rent.:.As soon as‘the move
had been effected my attention was turned to bh.e, ga,rdefl.
I had already had some hérticultqml experiences - 11’1
Madras, and the garden was one of .the regrets in 1eax'1x;g :
- the Presidency town. ) . ,
There arc certain conditions about an Incna,z'z_garden
¢hat are a distinct disappointment to.the gnthusxast fresh -
out from the temperate climate_of Eggland. In the first
place there is no turf. Grass grows in abundance, green
enough in the wet season, but ‘coarse and rough without
" any resemblance to the cool, soft, velvety lawns of
Englend. Beneath the grass are ¢ creeping things innu-
merable,” of démensions that are appalhng to the.new-
comer. They are content to live'in the obscurity of

. their retreat under the green blades if unmolested. Should

a blundering human being be' tempted to take a seat

upon the grass, they declare war and proceed to invest

his person: . Their feet cling, their tails sting; they

tickle, and bite, and scratch until their gnfortuna,te,

victirr’x rushes headlong to the bathrcom to dislodge and
o
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slay his enemies. .Ants'in BEngland are not to be lightly
trifled with, bt they arc mild coxipared with the Indian
ant. This monster is half an-inch in length, and if of
the red variety that Jives in the mango tree, it has all the
“courage and. twice. the ferocity of s tiger. - When I
watched the tawny hoopoes runving hither and thither
along the sunny gravelled paths, I earnestly hoped that
each time they dipped their crested heads and snapped
their long pliant bills a red ant was slain. .

Anpther disappointment to the ardent lover is the
necessity of allowing the gardener to do all the meanual
labour. To take a trowel and transplunt, to weed the
flower-beds, or to water the planils oneself, is impossible
be¢guse of the heat. The were effort of superintending
and directing the compliant coolie makes one hot. The
utrnost I ever achieved in the way of manual labour. in
India was the occasional holding of the young plant in
its place while the gardener filled in the soil. This
privilege would not have been accorded, had it not heen

* for the superstition of the gardener, who believed that I
had a lucky hand, and that all plants touched by me
would live and thrive. ‘ : ‘

A third feature of the Indian garden.to which a lover
of flowars must be reconciled is the pot-garden. . In
Madras, not having made the acquaintance of the white
ant, T rebelled, and bade the man dig borders ‘'and make

" beds. The beds flourished, and became ‘& wonderful .
blaze of colour with magnificent zinifias; marigolds,
coreopsis, and other annuals. Under ﬁlli;B:: ficrce heat of
the Indian sun they faded rapidly and ran to:sced, Their.
glory lasted just three weeks, and than' SBabbiri ss|marked
the garden for its own. 'The border: Sere clearcd” and

-turned into 8 pot-garden of ecrotons axos; coleus;
caladiums, dracwenas, ferns, and paims, ’fvim&hfﬁté’fej)t‘:r-“ i
manent. The beds were filled with floweribe: ghridbs, "

.o
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conspicuous a,moﬂggﬁ‘wb_ich was fhe, Ls}egzrleeg; MNM;‘WSS-
love the oleander, and mske wreaths of the bfsgom;; \;
etringing them upon a t-hremd.__ T}lougkl they w 1117 fgar iun(f
their idnls and their friends Wxt,h the WTeaﬂ‘ls, the:,’- do tﬁlo
approve of the oleander as a fiub flower f_oz" -vhe: dfuforn, 1(;111
of the house. The scent is supposed ‘t{) ‘n' .:mtc. t e
temper. They have a_ proverb that says: W }}(‘)soley*er
causes quarrels is not a man, }()ut 'he s like ‘a\. ’pmcup}ne
quill, or the flower of an oleander In foae h.ous?:. ot e
The Hindua -of the south l}as_all the instinets o ilc
agriculturalist planted deep within him. 'xIe ;vo?:’s vr*xl 1
ingly among the’ plants cgmnnttefi to his crcnge,i cms‘ ‘
comes to regard them as his own. He exch.anges pu“nf,;
and cuttings with other gardeners, and supplies a certain
number of bungalows with cut flowers for one rupee a
month. Such is the nature of the_ crea‘ture tha-t. he is
mentally incapable of seéing'anythlpg dishonest in the
P’-C‘i«’t (f'{ll,‘lrlg:hinopoly T had a man who threw himself heart
and soul into his work. He Was'engaged as soon as we
took up our residence in the repaired bungalow. ‘Ix.xlsplte
¢+ of the experience gaiile;d in Madras the man was directed
to make flower-beds. The spot c.hosen for the garden '
was to all appearances a stony Wlld&rnca.%s. In no way
daunted, bowever, the gardefler, dressed in nothing but
8 large ‘white turban and I(')m cloth, set to work. He;
began with a. stick stuck in the centre qf the }?lot 0
ground. To ®this was attached a rope with  which he
drew a series of semicircular beds intersccted by paths.
The beds were excavated and filled with loam' and
mﬂl?ﬁz;e were no nurserymen in Trichinopoly of wl%om"
plants could be bought, so it was necessary tr? go begging.
lady living near ki;1d1y offered & few seedlings, an .oﬁet
that was gladly accepted. ']‘?;he gardencr was sent with a
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basket and was shown the seedlings which were intended tained from Brahma the gift of being invulnerable, even
- to stock the new beds. Telling him to dig them up she shoyld he be warred against by the gods themselves.
-moved to another part of the compound. Fifteen Armed with this virtue he attacked Indra and the other
minutes later she returnad, and discovered that he had deities. His excuse was their refusal to allow him to
not only removed all the scedlings but was digging up partake of ‘the amritam (ambrosia, made by churning the
half the contents of the established beds. Sorelt;réa.gainsb ocean). The demon by virtue of kis gift provailed, and
his will he was made to replant them before he was " in their despair the gods appealed to Vishnu. He dis-
allowed to depart. ' o covered that the secrct of the demon’s success lay, not so
Another friend promised a few rooted cuttings cf  much in his invulnerable quality, as in the virtue of his
crotons. The gardener was sgain despatched with a wife Brinda. .It was impossible to corrupt her fidelity by
basket. This time he carried n letter as well. The pith ~ yiches or cajolery. Vishnu had recourse to stratagem.
of o lady’s letter is said fo Lie in the postseript. At the He took upon himself the form of Jalandhara and lived
"botiom of this was the P.S.: ‘Do not trust my man “with her while her husband was away fighting. The
alone in your garden ; and exdmince his basket before ho device wes successful. Jalandhara-fell on the field of
leaves.” He brought back morc than a hundred beautiful battle mortally wounded. On learning the fate of her
young plants, over which be grinhed delightedly. When _husband she was-filled with sorrow and despair, and
‘thanking the generous donor for his bountifel gift he * throwing herself upon his funeral pile she was burned
smiled and made reply : with bis body. Vishnu was so much impressed with her

fidelity ‘that to commemorate it he caused the tulsi to

of the digging up of the plants and did not attend to spring {rom her ashes. He farthermore enjoined upon-

your warning., Keep them and you will have a fine show his followers the..Wors.hip of'.the plant in her honour.
- of crotons.”. ' » . In accordance with this command the Vishnuvite -

housewife tends the tulsi and makes obeisance to it before
she begins the household duties of the day. * At night
‘she lights -a lamp before the pot containing the plant and
repeats her adoration, calling to mind the virtue of the
lady represented by it. There are different versions of
the legend. Bome say that it sprang from the hair of a
nymph beloved by Krishna (one of the incarnations of

‘ Fact of the matter; I was called away in the middle

'Indian gardeners have many strange superstitions
bes1§es the -bolief in a lucky hand. To ensure the pro-.
sperity of the plants they make a marriage of » copralite
. to some tulsi (sweet basil). The copralite is an emblem
of Slyu, just, as the ammonite is an emblem of Vishnu,
Tulsi (Ocymum sanctum) grows everywheres -1t has small
puple flowers, and is not unlike the wild basil “of Eng-

(l‘i?lzheodr ﬂtlhg common calargint._ When the leaves are Vish‘nu). o held ' d‘ o _ .
t‘heA ey have an aromatic scent. - As I walked about .’lhe vervain, held sacred by the Romans and ancient
compound I often trod it underfoot, and the air was _ Britons, was of the same modest character. "Brooms

ﬁllerd with the sweet smell. . ) made of vervain were used for cleansing the sacred places
) There is a legend which ascribes its origin to the before the idols, or when any space was required for -
Hindu deity Vishnu, A demon named. Jalandhars ob- mystical ceremonies.. A Hindu follower of Vishnu takes

@ ' ! o .
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an oath upon the leaves of tha “JI, angd swallows
them afterwards to show that be will vespeet his cath.

It enters into many of the domestic rites of the
Hindus, and may always he found q;rrmfing near their
_dwellings. -

The gurdener (‘mncd the COp)‘(hliC snd a friend cirried

a plant of tulsi. The two were put in the ground together
in a retired position: where the presence of & weed would

not offend. Muntruing were recited ns the earth was

filled in and pressed round the roots which embraced the
copralite, and the tulsi was watered daily with the rest of

the'garden. The performance of this ceremony was sup-

posed to render the gaxden fertile and to protect it from

evil, .
Some gardencrs try to increase the production of flowers.
by strange superstitious devices and by worshipping the

ulsi and pepul tree.  Knowing the disbelief of the English

in such pmctme‘ they are careful not to perform the rites
_in their sight. 'Hindus are sensitive to ridicule. They
can better bear reproach and abusethan s Iwugh turned

against themselves. Ridicule ‘puts a ball of fire in their
belites,” as they pm.miv express . the fcelmp “When .
~ the master and mistress are away strange plOCPDd]H’“’S
take place in the compound. The aid of the gods is

invoked on behslf of the house, the surden, the e}nldwn, ~

" the horses, and the whole houseboid.

Although 1 was not there to see 1t, no doubt the
marriage of the tulsi was effected as soonwas the garden
was laid out; and probably the plants in the beds were

.freated with other dressings besides stable-manure. Milk;
sigar, honey, bleod, are all said to increase the fertility of
the ground. It is believed that seeds soaked in blood or
in the fat of animels will produce marvellous resuits. The

- native of the south has a proverb io the effect that < old

) 'muck and p'enny of water” is good for the scil ; but there

2
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is a lurking conviction at ‘the bottom of ewry Hindu
heart that the best of all manures is human blood. Blood
is life, and when it is poured oul upon the gmund the life
soaks in with it. It is this superstition that 1s at the
bottom of occasional murders. A foolish woman who
has no children will believe that her. barrenness may be
overcome by anointing herself with the blood of a child.
A short time before Queen Victoria died her Majesty had
an illness, and a rumour went through the bazaars of
Madras that a number of men were to be slain to restore.
her to /hemlth Some sepoys, belonging to one of the
native regiments stationed at the time in the Presidency
town, were ordered into camp -for signalling practice.
The men twere greatly perturbed, and the officers had
some difﬁculty in persuading them that their lives were
not going to be sacrificed on behalf of the Q,ueen ‘
The great trouble with the garden in India is the
txwpassmrr goat and the blundering buffalo. The animals
rely enter by the open gateway; they prefer the gaps.
The invasion is aided and abetted by the owners of the

. animals. It is said of an English garden, where the

Jpruning ig not done with a liberal hand, that once in a -
way the visit of a sheep is beneficial. The Indian black
goat does not come singly. It browses upon everything

. that is green and tender, and its aWility is so great that it

can almost climb a trce. 'What is spared -by the goat is
trodden underfoot by the buffalo.

Of all the domestic animals in India the buffalo is the
stupidest, " Like the camel, it will eat anything that
comes within its reach, sticks, leaves, rotten fruit, dead
rats, and garbage of all sorts. In spite of its unwieldy
horns and staring eyes, which give it a savage look, it is
abjcct before its keeper, usually a small, black urchin
with a shaven head and a piece of string tied tightly
round his waist for clothing. The urchin goes to sleep

@
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. under a tree, and his charges wander and trespass to ‘the

great distress of the gardener. :

My man impounded wandering animals in an empty
stall in the stables. It was illegal, but that fact did not
seem to matter. An hour or two after the impounding
the owner would appear, and there would be a long
palaver with the gardener. If he was accompanied by
any of the female members of his family, a good deal of
feeling arose between them and the resident women in
the stables. I once had the curiosity to watch one of
these encounters that took place behind the buildings.
There 1s something strangely fascinating, though it is by
no means pleasing, in the display of uncontrolled emotion.
In England it is seldom seen except in a baby, but in
India extravagant joy, pleasure, grief, anger, and surprise
may frequently be witnessed. '

The women—there were four of them, two on each
side—began with an animated conversation. Gradually
they drew closer to each other, gesticulating and speaking
with great rapidity in their incomprehensible tongue. It
was like a thunderstorm, growing in intensity as they
waxed' warmer, until it culminated in a torrent of
hysterical speech from all four at once. They shook
their towsled heads and flourished their arms as though
they were coming to blows. They stamped upon the
ground with their feet, and beat the air with their fists.
Bending their bodies forward they drew themselves up
with a furious jerk as they fetched fresh breath to con-
tinue the wonderful outpouring of syllables. Occasionally
they emphasised their words by spitting on the ground.

The whole thing came to a sudden and inconsequent

~end. The owner of the buffalo put a coin into the hand

of the gardener after an amicable discussion, rose to his
feet, and approached the women. In an ordinary busi-

nesslike manner he administered a thump with his fist

-]
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his wife and ordered her to'fetch out
Elig ?r;;:;s}c))zcgfi cs)aii}:nal. She meekly obeyed without alzy
resentment, and after a few disjointed sentences theaz.u? 3{
disappeared down the road. Th'e stab.le Womgn e neg
into tlieir godowns, and peace reigned in thelcé)mpouﬂré
After a few impoundings the garden was troubled no m
>y %‘;Sf?:fg::bln a road are unpleasant creatures to pass.

They invariably cross over with a heavy porcine gait,
Witli)ut any warning, just in front of the horse.. An

" officer in the Royal Artillery met with his death in that

/e were living in Madras. The horse was
Wﬁfiv?fﬁa e lidod with & buffalo. Tt fell heavily snd
f:r?lshed its rider beneath it. -The 'Rev. H.P.J a.m.es‘3r W ;Z
chaplain at the Mount at that time. One evemntz ©
dine:t with him, and the conversation turned upon a topi
that was being discussed in some .of- the neWsp;pers.
Was there a future state ) for ammals'? Mr. .a,mfs‘
remarked : ¢ Well, if there_ is a future life for‘ fmlma 8,
I hope there is a hot place in store for buffaloes ! e
The seedlings blossomed and faded, and were rlcp acre.
py foliage plants in pot.s. Among these was the xglax
flower, & scentless gardenia, that was useful .for @ecora 1've
arposes in the church. Anothe'r interesting plant was
Ehe pas rose (Hibiscus mutalgilzs), 8 beautlful. double
hibiscus that unfolded at sunrise a creamy Whl{_:e. As
‘the heat of the sun increased a delicate blush of pink i:}z,}n
through its petéls, deepening as th.e day passed_., ]?y ; e
evening the pas rose hung its droopmg-head on its s ef er
stalk, withered and limp, and o_f a crimson wine co our.. -
1t is the rose of which the Persian poet sings:

d David’s lips are lockt; bqh in div}ne -
?Irilgh-piping Peblevi, with ¢ Wine! Wine! Wine!
Red Wine | '—the Nightingale crics Po the Rose
That sallow cheek of hers go’ mcamadmé. ‘ ' .
]
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One of the charms of .the garden was the blue
- Morning Glory (Ipomea Nil). It hung like & mantle
of azure blue in the morning sunlight over a bamboo
trellis, & mass of colour which no other plant could rival.
It was the more welcome, as blue is not a common tint
among Indian blossoms, the preponderating colours bemg
red, yellow, and white.

In the compound were several tamarind trees that
gave a thick shade. From seven-to nine o’clock in the
morning it was pleasant to sit beneath them with work or
book. The cye often wandered to bird and butterfly, to
the noisy squirrels, and the ugly bloodsucker.

Every tree had its barbet, a greeny brown bird with a
long Latin name (Xantholema hamatocephala), better
known as the coppersmith from its note. This is exactly

like the beat of the blacksmith’s hammer upon' the anvil.

A very industrious workman it is at its. 1mag1nary forge,
* for the tink-tink-tink continues from sunrise to sunset.
Most birds adhere to the eight hours’ labour movement,
even when they are courting. The English thrush and
blackbird sing two hours in the early morning, and then
take an interval for breakfast; another spell of singing
comes during the course of the forenoon until the

luncheon hour. After lunch the birds have a snooze -

among the branches without puttmcr themselves to bed
with their heads under their wings. The last four hours
of song are distributed through the afternoon and evenmg,
and then the day’s labour is done. The coppersmith
works at his anvil the livelong day, inespective of his

_courtship. When the nests are deserted in England the - .

birds- relapse into silence. . The robin and the sparrow
-may be heard, but the ¢ unﬁmshed song’ of the blackbird
and thrush sounds no more from the elm-trees. As long
as the weather is warm the barbet never ceases. The

climate of Trichinopoly. is hot during the winter months,
- e :

.
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‘and hotter during the rest of the year, and ‘the copper-

smith is in full song all the year round. ,

A bird that was always with us was the green.
parrakeet. Flocks of them came bustling into the
branches of the tamarind trees overhead with whistling
skrieks, like a parcel of schoolboys just escaped from
school. After raiding the fruit they left as abruptly as
they came, flying off helter- skelter to their next play-
ground with a chorus of screams. ]

Over the beds and among the grass of the compound
hopped quiet little birds of an unassuming greyish brown
tint, the babblers, or, as they are better known to Furo-
peans, the seven sisters. They chirruped and twittered
as they poked about for food, far too busy to find time

. for a song. I could never get near them. ‘Although

appa,rently absorbed in their search for ¢ poochees,” there
was purpose in that continuous ‘hopping, and a respectful .
distance was maintained between themselves and the too
curlous stranger. : ’
The mynas and the crows remained near the house for
reasons of their own, chiefly connected- with their com-
missariat. Among the crows I thought I distinguished
the rook. Without his elm-tree he is an undignified
degraded bird, with a mind given over entirely to the.
flesh-pots of the verandah. There is an Indian saying
that a good Hindu wife should be like a crow. The
unscrupulousness of the hen crow in her maternal solici-
tude qualifies th8t virtue. She is an mcorr1g1b1e thief,
bold, impudent, and utterly unashamed, and it is difficult
to forgive her her sins on the strength o¥ her being a good
mother. The caw of the crow is strangely familiar to the
newly arrived exile. Twining, in his'diary of ‘ Travels a
Hundred Years Ago,” relates how he landed at Madras
(1792) and walked into the fort to the office of Mr. Parry.

. He had to wait for the arrival of that gentleman from his

)
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garden-house ‘on Choultry Plain.’ . As heestood in the

‘shade of o small tree near the office, a crow came flying

towards him with a familiar caw of welcome which made
him fccl in fouch with the home he had left six montha
before. ' . Y

(rows, like owls, lizards, and other creatures, are -

supposed by the natives to be indications of guod and evil.
A singls bird cawing wpon the xoof or in the verandah
bofore noon is telling good news or bad, according o the
peculiar utterance of its nots. After twelve o’clock if it
cornes ‘1o talk,’ the servants say that it is only asking for

food. The variety of expression in the caw of an Indian -

crow is remarkable. It secms to express curiosity, satis-

faction, complaint, surprise, interspersed with wicked ,
chuckles and bad words. Crows hold ciub ineetings on '

the roof of the verandah for the ostensible purpose of

talking scandal and velatiig naughty stories, bub all the
while their watchful eyes are upon the cookroom. Tf the
kitchen boy is rash enough to bring a basket to the |
* bungualow with any portion of its contents exposed, the.:
crows swoop down upcn it and clear off the contentsin |

a very short time. "

The opinion of the native concerning the bird is .
expressed in a Tamil saying. ‘Put out the eyes of a
young kurnam and a young crow. Both are bad.” A

kurnam is a village aceountant.
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CHAPTER XVIII
PEbPI]I;". TRICEINOPOLY HAS ENOWN

The meaning of a dream, the effects of clouds in autumn, the heart of a
woman, snd the character of kings are beyond the  comprehension of any-

body.—~SLOKA,

PRICEINOPOLY, like other up-country stations in India,
possesses several fine houses. The solid walls, terraced
roofs; and noble pillars of polished chunam indicate the
Engliéh architect lavish with the Indian labour at his
command. Some of the buildings have fallen out of
repair, and a few have disappeared altogether except for
their foundations. The site of the reception-rooms can
still be distinguished ; but the prickly pear and the thorn
bush spring up.where the Persian rugs were spread ; and
the black goats loiter, nibbling the tender shoots of the
shrubs where the English ladies once lounged:

It is a matter of regret that local history is so soon
lost in India. The Englishman, ever on the move through
the exigency of promotion or of health, leaves few tradi-

“tions behind him. A viceroy, a general, a distingunished

visitor arrives as 8 guest of the judge or the collector.
The grounds of the judge’s house blossom with white tents
for the use of the staff; the house itself is furbished up
for the reception of the great man and-the guests invited
to meet him. = He departs, anfl the memory. of his visit
lasts just as long as the hostgémains. A few years later
the judge leaves the station. The gaily dressed crowd

e
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‘that came at his bidding to welcome the ,big-wig al
passes on, and the associations connected with the hous
‘sink into oblivion. , . _—

A name well-known in Trichinopoly during the las
quarter of the eighteenth century—though it is neither ¢
historical interest nor known to fame—is that of Charle
Darke. e was the grandfather of Sir Robert Peel’s wife
In 1770 he came out to Madras as a cadet. Four year
later he gave up his appointment in the Service and too
out indentures as a free merchant, tempied by the man
roads to rapid wealth which the country offered.

 Tortune is proverbially fickle in the distribution of he
favours, and she did not at first smile on Charles Darke
He suffered through the broken promises of an India
brince. Just at that time the Nabob of the Carnatic
unchecked by & paternal Government that now watche
over the expenditure of Maharajahs, was filling his im
poverished exchequer with loans from the Lnglish fre
merchants and others. The enormoue interest  promise
was & teraplation few eould résist. Darke was one of th
merchants who risksd his cipital, and he had to wuit
long time before he saw any return. e spent part e
"the time that he was detained in the country at Trichi
_mopoly, whers oppottunity offered of making & sccon
fortune by taking contracts for Government buildings
His name is connected with u handsome and substantia
bridge over the picturesque Wyacondah channel, a tribu
tary of theé Cauvery River. The bridge is still known a
Darke’s” bridge. Tt is unlikely thet this was the onl
building that he undertook, and it is more than possibl
that he had a cobsidersble hand in the erection of th
barracks outside the fort at Worriore.
Darkes wife Rebecoa, the fajthiul companien of hi
fortunes and misfortunes in the East, was the danghtero
Williamy and Sarah Gyles, of Norihampton. She Jic

- o N3
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¥ of the old churéh in the fort at Tricki-
nenoly. Po‘iﬂe haried her in 1797, _She was ﬁfty-thrcg
ars of nee. He entered her name in the register book
as ‘.;l‘lle ﬁ;dy Rebecea Darke” The honoi“.a,ry t1§1e that
he conferred upon her suggests the state m whl_ch. the
merchant's household was conducted and the title by
which its mistress was known to her bevy of s.la.ves. . M.rs(i
Darke’s only surviving daughter, Rebecca J qlm,nfa,, marrlg
Colonel (afterwards Sir Johu) F‘loyd, ab ’St. Mary’s Chun,' 1,
Fort St. George,in 1791. Sir John’s daughter, Julia,
born at Worriore probably, and certainly baptlseii'by
Qohwartz, married Sir Robert Pesl, a:fterwards Prime
Minister of England. Lady Peel was in every sense &
holpmate to her distinguished hu.s}mfnd, although she
alwavs declared herself to be no pohtxcxam.' L '
Colonel Floyd commanded the 1‘91;}1'.Lf.ght' D{B.-go‘o'ns,
a regiment raised cspecially for serviee n ..In(hai in .1781.
It was known at first’ as the 23rd, but'm 1783. it was
renumbered the 19th, which title was retained until it was
disbanded in the military reductions that took place after
Waterico. Tor twenty-four years it gather:ed laure‘ls tp
itself and did good service in I.ndxa,. Under Colorel I lqyd
it played a prominent part in the cRmpaigns by»jv%u.cl‘l
Southern India was gradually drawn beneath tl.le Byxf;tsh ‘
Ryj. Fouiteen years out of the twenty-fox.]{ it cn;oygd
the honour of being the only regiment of British Cavalry
in the Kast. Military pride and precedence were us
strong then as pow, and the gallant 19th reck'oned them-
selves, and not without justice, the crack regiment of the
rmy. : ) '
Squiflfiitatheyyear 1785 the military quartgrs inside: the
fort were-so crowded with the increased garrison then sta-
tioned there as to be insanitary. Ne?w ba,rra'cks were built
at Worriore and the trgops went 1nto'res1denc§. " They
remained there ten years. At the cud of that time they
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were driven away by cholera. One of the vigtims of this
scourge of the Fast was General Horne. A new site was
chosen, but it was decided to ascertain if the spot suited the
health of the men before erecting barracks, They re-
mained . in camp for ten years before the permanént
buildings were ready for their reception.
The remains of the old cantonment at Worriore are
still visible. There is the open parade-ground with its
bungalows clusteripg round ; these were once inhabited
by the officers of the 19th. The huts that housed the
men have long since disappeared, and on the site has
sprung up an irregular village, thickly packed with native
- houses of mud and thatch. The bungalows, which the
officers of the 19th so hastily forsook for their camp on
the ground occupied by the present cantonment, are in-
habited by native merchants engaged in the cigar industry.

In one of the largest, a two-storied house sﬁggestive of
better days, lived o Furasian family upon whom I called.
As I sat in the reception-room—its fine dimensions
broken up with canvas partitions—I thought of a possible
past, when the imperious tones of the daughter of My
Lady Darke’ might have cchocd through the house, as
she sent her slaves flying to do her bidding; or as she
© greeted her guests and bade them welcome. '

. Mrs. Floyd was a handsome woman and an excellent
rider. The saddle was more to her taste than the slow
palanguin with its labouring, chanting bearers. Colonel
,B&yly, her contemporary, tells the following story in his
diary. 4 '

One morning all the troops of the garrison were on
parade waiting for the general who was to inspeet them.
Rebecc:a. Floyd was among the spectators; so also were
her children.. The general, who was no favourite with
~ the lady, was a little late in arriving on the ground. = As

- be was scen approaching a spirit of mischief seized her.

. ou
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She snatched her child from the arms of the  bearer,
cantered up to the general just as he reached the -edge of
the ground in full view of the waiting troops, and tossed
it upon his saddle, crying, “ . ’
© +(h, general, just hold the baby for me a moment,
and then she galloped away. ‘

Captain Elers of the 12th Regiment, writing .at 'the
beginning of the nineteenth century, described Trlch.mo-
poly and mentioned several of the residents at that time.
Among them was ‘ an old gentleman of the name of Darlc?,
formerly very rich, and to whom the Nabob of the Carnatic

" was indebted for many lakhs of rupees.” Other names

that appear in the diary besides that of Colonel Floyd and
his wife are Captain Prescot of the-Artillery, William
Hawkins of the Civil Service, Colonel Browne, Major
Lennon, Wallace, a civilian in the Service, and Irwin his
assistant. Captain Elers saw the initiation of the annual
week of gaieties known in the present day as the ‘ Trichy
week.! Theresidents sent round a subscription list, which.
was responded to with liberality. Balls, breakfasts, and
a race-meeting were inaugurated. Amusements for the
.men of the garrison were provided very much on the lines
of the gymkhanas of the present day. It is more than a
hundred years since that first race-meceting took place.
The festivities still continue with cricket, golf, and tennis
competitions added. The races may often be termed
with more justice gymkhana meets.

‘The Trichy week in our time was always looked for-
ward to with pleasure, not only by the residents of the
station, but by the Europeans who lived within easy reach
.of the cantonment by road or rail. The residents kept

_ open house. If the accommodation within the walls of

the bungalows was not sufficient, the guests overflowed

into white tents set up beneath shady trecs in the com-

pounds. The friendly. gathering, whick only lasted eight
®
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or-ninc days, waz some compensation for ibe patient
endurance of the long and trying hot season with its
monotonous round of duties connected with the parade-
ground and office.

A building which has retaincgd the history of its asso-
ciation is that which is known as the Court Flouse. It
was one of the first that was erccted within the limits of
the present cantonment, Planned to sustain a slege,
all the out-buildings—stabling, kitchens, and servants’
quarters—are enclosed within g substantial fortified wall
pierced with narrow loopholes.  Here in 1825 lived John
- . Bird of the Company's Service. o

‘When Bishop Heber caine Lo visit the romoe
portion of hig diccese, whern
- make marked progress, he w

" The Rev. W. Taylor,
bim on more than one
. appeared

te southern
Christianity had begun to
ag the guest of Johp Bird.
who was his conteraporary, saw
occasion, and described him as he
at a confirmation service at Madras, as a slender,
~ dapper figure, wearing his own hair ¢ fashionably dressed.’

He carried himself very erect and had a penetrating eye.

Nor was he a man to spare himself in the performance
of his duties. Ttwas this

his death.

He went to the fort from Mr. Bird’s house and held
& long, fatiguing service at Christ Church. . An enormons
congregation of native Christians assembled, not half of
whom could find room within the walls. His eye fell on
the great crowq waiting patiently to catch, sight of him.
Soonpr than they should be disappointed, he determined
to give an address from the top of the steps leading into

the humble domicile built i, the churchyard by Schwartz
Exposed to the sun Heber

ind once occupied by him,
~ 8tood” {*’9‘,'01‘3 the. ]istening multitude and preached .fo
8 head uncovered. o

some time, probably with hj
The effort was a tax upon his powers, but the excite-
r ‘ e

. jmmersion sent the bloo
. master stayed so long

' dead at the bottom.

. tective railing. Itiss

- ' ference for

very trait which probably caused. -

o | »\C.)’\
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) i v through to the

t carried him safely through to hc

he moment carried ( he

mCUt i)ff: ffj:s! niﬁ; until after his r.etnrn to I(‘l/I; Iz; :m,
end.' ’c.hmt the evil effects of the exmten;;mj; :éltheﬁldaen
house that ted. He took & plunge bath, & osudden
vese mani{esE d to his head with disas r(; 18
i se why his

servant came to see | ]

o on hxlrf the bath, he found him lying
: ek

he bath, which is like & small tank built of bric

T1he bath,

i ' :losed with a pro--
3 epaired and enclose oI
and chunsin, bas oot }l;olsvn to the visitor as one of. the

. ichi ly. :
interesting SEbte oL e in 56, Joln's Chrrch, e
. Buhop he floor of the chancel at the north en 2 |
lies undex ¢ ?h Gell, who had an old-fashioned pltl'-’ |
 the altar fﬁz 1fc¥:)rth en:1 of the altar, was 18‘1“;;2}’? a'él‘;f‘;’
v R -brated the Holy Com-
; exerc'ised inwltuz ;11111;(;“1}?;:: igez(zigst'his inc].in'atiou to‘
. Tamuon at"‘z‘w‘/ara‘position, and yet he could never recox:
u‘blkeht{:isi?fs t‘o the desecration of his predec?essors grave
cile .
by treading 11}:)01:11:1-1 February 1 had occasion to go to the
One a‘fte}'fl; owm but o few minuates’ walk from 0};1"
churchs ’}Vg:bui]diknﬂ was kept open during thg_?ayf “’1; :
© house. duty to Ic;.gk after it. Af thg altar-rails T Otlﬁ L;
o peon o ulhc‘l" couple silently regarding the })ra.ss . a}
% homelyh 0 laco where the body of Bishop Hegel: reste(t;
(]‘?v: rliiot\ﬁenlc)mwhet‘ner they had Liomlfi 1%}’ aPPO"“.tmen
0 Sting to see the padre, I asked :
and vlv)ere Wmt}ixzi iz :2‘; e fha,pl&in i ’
‘Do you V\k*: '+ then by way of explanation the man
"1\0, tn‘a.rt bar’é visitors and arc looking at the chnrchn.
contmued’i;“ fviﬂl an: American accent. Alymy:s gl_ad AT;OI
'}geoﬁogge fe“,:objects of interest that S%. John;
poin d o

contqine,d ; i said: .
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‘Do you know that Bishop Heber, the suthor of the
* hymn :
- s From Greenland’s icy mountains,
From India’s coral strand,
- lies there?’ . o
They looked at me with the gravity to be seen on the
countenances of real pilgrims as the answer was made :
. “Yes, we know it, and we have come all the way from
America to see his grave.’

- They showed no curiosity concerning anything else,
and were indifferent to the fact that & large heathen’
temple was within reach and g big thickly populated

" heathen town cloge at hand, These sights had no interest
for them. I left the old pilgrims from the New World
silently worshipping at the shrine of the saintly man.

- To the sonth of St. John’s Church is a handsome

- house standing: in park-like grounds on the Dindigul Road.
It was built upon the foundation of an old chuttrum or
native rest-house ; part of the original building is incor-
porated into it and forms the lower rooms. It was
erected for the use of the general officer commanding
the Southern Division, with a bungalow in the compound»
for his aide-de-camp. While we were in Trichinopoly -
(1879-1888) the house wasg always in the occupation of -
the judge, each one taking it in succession from. his
predecessor. - '

Here Liord Roberts, then Sir Frederick, stayed when
h.e visited the station ag commander-in-chief. We met
him on Tnore than one occasion. He had a quick obser-
vant eye, and was gifted with g grace of manner that was

_Inherent. He also possessed a good memory, and seldom

forgot a face that he haq once secn, or the traits of

' cl.la.ra,oter that marked the owner of the face. Among

his many accomplishments were to be numbered riding

. and tent-pegging. On one occasion at Hyderabad he was
. . :

Qi
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‘persuadett*to try his skill against that of the Nizam, a

( the lance. Lord Roberts beat _hls High-
‘f:z::dtls a:ftxir iozftense gratification of the English troop.s,
i test. ) o
Whorfié?iiiﬁféf :c?:)mpa.nied him on one %f his t;71;11‘5312
: e received by Mr. Snaith, the ju ge at tha
31‘;;?, &Wr(;fgn of delica,t};' health, to Whoql tlga neceslsl?;y :
entertainment of his guecsts was an effort. One :ve'hicﬁ
there was to be a ball at the old assembly rooms, & Wt ;
Sir Frederick and Liady Roberts were to be the guels s gf
the station. Mr. Snaith excused himself on the [1 e !
ill-health,.and went to bed as soon as the d'mnferbvxf?u qw;(}el é
The time fixed for the ball was half-past nine ; 3 orf the
half-hour strnck most of the people had arrive ba e
rooms. Ten'o’clock sounde.:d and half-past ten, bu nt
chief appeared. I was detained at home, and 1t vs;?s no
antil h;,lf-pa,st ten that I was able to reach the ba r(;?n;.
At that time we had a large grey Australian horse which

". was driven in single harness. The judge had a pair of

i in si s well as double.

hich also went in single harness as we '
i;krseﬁ’):]z;achman pulled up at the door there was a rattle
. of arms at a word of command. A group 9f gentlemefn
in full uniform stood in the verandah looking at me in

blank amazement. Seeing the grey horse they had sup-

' he Chief was coming ; the guard haq presented
Efmsnf: ; t?ﬁ: ta.ssembled company had risep to thelrf{eet, and
a signal was given fo the.ba.nd to stnk‘e up. The Pe'r-
plexity of the moment quickly mgrged into laughter, in
the middle of which Sir Frederick ar}d Lady Robert(:ls
" arrived under the portico almost unr;‘otlcea. The guar ,
having seluted, was in ignorance thafg the hqnourv 'VI:&S
misplaced, and the men were already withdrawing .“ 1lt & -
sigh of relief to stand at ease; the'delay had been. ongz
zu?d unusual, for military punctuality was a prominen

i jef. ' tily reformed, .
virtue with. the Chief. Thimen were hasti xre
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‘and the salute repnaucd as Lord and I a'lv Robg:t ste ppe&
out of the carriage.

The explanation was that the judge had gone to bed
his butler suppoqed that the rest of the household Would
follow his example, and so had counter-ordered the car-
riage. When the mistake was discovered there was a
further delay while the coachman and syces rchameq%d
the horses, and they were late in starting.

In 1875 King Edward VIL, as Prince of Wales, =spunt
a night at the judge's house. Mr. Forster Webster had
the honour of receiving him. Special preparations were

made, and the natives were much impressed with the .

news that the son of the great Queen, as they called her,
was coming to Trichinopoly. Among other duties, the
dhirzee was commissioned to put up new mosquito nets
on the bed intended for His Royal Highness. The man
set to work, and, having crowded as much material as -
was possible inte the net, found that after all it had a
very commonplace appearance; it might have been thé
couch of the youngest civilian in the Service. It is beyond
human power to invest a mere mosquito net with a regal -
air or to give the fittings of an Indian bedroom a princely ©
appesrance. Whitewashed walls and matted floors are
insuperable difficulties to ornate decorations of any kind.

The dhirzee waé a man of resource.. He spent some

hours in the ‘evening bazaar,’ otherwise kncwn as the
thieving bazaar, where he purchased several yards of
cheap turkey-red and a huge secondhard pincushion.
He cut up the material and foxme,d it into a number of
lardx: rosettes, which he sewed broadeast over the mosquito
-netéing, The pincushion was the chief ornament of the
dressing-table. He called his mistress to bebold his

hand_work, and stood swelling with pride as she ran her.

eye over the scarlet excrescences on the curtains and the

: P}lg?l’shlgn upon the table, The tightly strefched szatin
, . o

‘f?
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cover bore the word * WELCOME’ done in Whlte pins.
Under the greeting could be read in pinholes CLITTLE
STRANGER.” The pins had been removed, but they
had left the words indelibly printed on the papery satin.:
Mo the dhirzee's intense chagrin the pincushion was
replaced by an unpretentious toilet set and the rossttes
were- removed, reducing His Royal Highness’s couch to
the level of an ordlnary bed such as mlnht have been
occupied by any ordinary mortal. .

The Prince came and went, and ‘the memory of his

wisit was fast fading into oblivion when we arrived in

1879. 1t was proposed to commemorate it by the erection

| . of his statue m‘ the grounds of the housé which hed the

honour of receiving him. A site was chosen, and a plat-
form built,with a canopy; but the statue was never
placed in pbsition, it being considered wiser, on the whole,
not to carry out the design for fear tke natives should
worship it.

At the back of this house, Just beyond the lluuts of

_the compound, is the spot where the duellists of the old

days settled their differences. It is easily reached by
riding south-west from the Artillery Barracks in the.
direction of the Ruttamullee Hill. T have ridden past it
more than once in the carly morning, when the rocky hill

- has been the object of my ride. Following this line across

country, the duelling-ground lies to the lefu, between the
barracks and the old road. .

" - One of theepensioners pointed out the spot.” He

remembered the last duel that was fought there. The
victim of it was buried in St. John’s Churchyard, at the
west end of the cemetery, not far from the entrance
leading out'on’ to the parade-ground. The monument is
+To the memory of David Edward Armstrong, Captain
H.M. 84th Regiment, who died 24th August, 1852, a,rrpd

30 years and 11 months. The cause of the dispute was
N ) a f
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rifling, said the old soldler, who was in vhe same regiment,
ome difference at mess with an officer in the artillery.
‘he next morning they rode out at dawn to the retired
pot behind the house, and the tragedy was enacted. On
ne following morning the narrator of the story formed
ne of the firing party at the grave

A well- known figure, fumlhar durmg the last half of
a1e nineteenth century to the residents of Trichinopoly—
ative as well as European—was that of Bishop Caldwell.
Ie and his wife were frequent visitors at the house of his
on-in-law, the Rev. J. L. Wyatt of the S.P.G. Mission.
tobert Caldwell came out to Indis in 1641 as a missionary.
Ie was an indefatigable student, and was learned in

averal of the sciences. Sanscrit and the Dravidian lan-

uages were his special study, as being the foundation of
11 the vernaculars of Southern India. He was not long
2 mastering Tamil, one of the most difficult of the
dravidian group. As soon as he knew sufficient Tamil

0 speak to the people in their own tongue, he began his
aissionary labours among them, moving about from
illage to village, far from the Kuropcans and out of the
caten track of Governors and commanders-in-chiek
Ie was a man of magnificent physique. -~ One of his
ssistant missiondries described him as a fine man, over
ix feet high, and weighing twelve stone. He was well
juilt, and was endowed with handsome features. Few
inglishmen, even if they ever dreamed of attempting
uch ‘a thing, could walk as he did inethe heat of the
[‘roplcs from Ootacamund to Tinnevelly; the distance by
ail 15 more than three hundred miles. When he first
xrived ‘at Idalyangudi he spent nearly all his time in
ravelling about his district.” He passed the heat of the
lay in v1llage schoolrooms, while he slept at night in the
)pen sir, because of the bloodthirsty insects which haunted

he native houses. He was fortunately blessed with a
L
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- capital appetite and & good digestion to Walt upon it. He
“could eat and assimilate almost anything; and it was

probably owing to this that he was able.to work in India
for upwards of half a century, and that he possessed such
wonderful recuperative power. As he moved.about from
district to district, he was met on the way and welcomed
at each halting place by crowds of people with the usual.
accompanlment of band, banners, and torchlight proces-
sion, After a long and tiresome journey, the tamasha
began with addresses and songs, and the DBishop replied
with unflagging patience. He sat listening by the hour

.to all that they had to say, and appeared as happy and

philosophic as if the dust and heat, the din of tom-toms,
the blare of the dreadful brazen instruments, and the evil
smell of the oil torches were as refreshmg as the bath

" and dinner that were awaiting him. Even in his old .age,

when he could scarcely see to read, he stood erect as a
palm, thé* episcopal vestments, the long White’hair, the
snowy beard, and the clear-cut features giving an ideal
presentment of a venerable Bishop.

He was a voracious reader, and remembered what he
read, and was a student of nature as well as of books.
His studies of the Hindus by whom he was surrounded

~ had o curious effect: their Orientalism seemed to enter

his very soul and put him in sympathy with their mode
of thought. It enriched his speech with the imagery of
the East. The sermons he delivered occasionally from
the pulpit of Si. John’s Church were full of beautiful *

‘word-pictures, which touched the imagination and charmed

his hearers.” It was a style of preaching that was parti-

~ cularly impressive with the emotional Hindus.

In 1843 Caldwell attended Daniel Wilson, Bishop of
Calcutta, as, interpreter on a pastoral tour through the
southern part of the Diocese of Madras. The Bishop, as
was the custo'n:i with all Government officials, travelled in

& . n
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State with a large retinue.  He was carried in,2 pulanquin,
“and the camp ejuipage went in carts or on the backs of
" camels, which were then used as a rueans of frauspors,
‘When the Bishop approached any place of importance, a
red umbrella was held above the palanquin by a peon in
‘gorgeous uniform. It was a sign of dignity, which in
olden days before the advent of the British was the pre-
rogative of rajahs, and it mmade a deep impression upon
the country people who came to meet him with music and
- fireworks. His camels, however, produced an even greater
sensation than the red umbrella upon the simple Tinne-
velly folk, who had never before seen such creatures.

A confirmation was to be held at a certain village,

. where the Bishop was timed io arrive a short while before
the service, just allowing hims self an hour for early tea
and robing. The carnp was usually pitched outside the
village under a hpreaarng many- -stemmed banyan trec i

- possible,

The Blshop arrived, robed himself in his vestments,
and proceeded to the church in his palanquin punctual te
the appointed hour. The catechisis and native clergy
met him at the door. The building was perfectly empty,
“without so much as a chorister boy or bellringer to be seen

¢ Where are the candidates ?” asked the Blsh(;p.

The clergy wrung their hands as they replied ir
consternation and distress :

' We could not help it, Yyour I,-orﬁs‘nip! An hour-age
they were uil here waiting cutside the charch.’

* What has become of them ?° demandad ﬂm astonishet
prelate.

‘They heard of the arrival of your Loqulnp 8 amels
and the) have {'OI](‘ to gee them.!

Mr. Caldwell was obliged to go back to the uunp, anc

. with the assistance of the catechists and clergy collc»t rh(
wandering flock.

o . \¥
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~ The experiences of Bishop Whitehead in the present
.day are very similar when he visits the native Christians
in the remote corners of his Diocese. In an account of a
tour in 1905 e relates how he was carried in & palanquin
with a great deal.of shouting and chanting : * When we
arrived at the village a large crowd met us with music and
fireworks. Fireworks in this part of India seem to be

" regarded as a regular part of the ritual of confirmation.

Even in broad daylight they invariably form the prelude
or sequel of the service. Doubtless they will soon claim

" to take rank as an ¢ Oriental use,” and have some subtle

doctrinal meaning attached to them. At any rate, when

* we are accused, as we often are in England, of Anglicising
the Indian Church and preventing it from developing on

its own lines, we cdn appeal to the ﬁxeworks to refute the
charge.’-

Bishop Whitehead goes on to say that they proceeded
¢ with much pomp and noise’ to-the house Whlch had been
prepared for him. Breakfast was eaten, and the travellers
took an hour or two of rest. Meanwhile the people came
in from far and near, and about two o’clock in the after-
moon there was a congregation sufficiently large to hold a
service. Over the Bishop’s chair was erected a canopy of
scarlet cloth (cotton) gaily decorated with tinsel. In the
eyesof the natives it was no doubt a suitable and imposing
ornamentation of the episcopal seat. The choir was
accompanied by tom-toms and cymbals. They sang lyrics
which seemed t® have no natural end, and they continued
to sing until they were told to stop

On returning.to the missionary’s house B]shop White-
head had an interesting talk about schools. Those belong-
ing to the Mission obtained assistance from. Government

by complying with the regulations enforced by the

Educational Department. One of these was to the

effect that benches must be provxded for the pupils.
2 -
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Natives are accustomed to sit on the floor,.and they are
unhappy if they have to adopt any other mode of sitting.
It would be positively inhuman to make the little ones
. use the benches, so the forms ‘stand in the school-room
ready for the Inspector’s visit, while the children follow
the custom of their forefathers for a thousand generations

" - and sit on the floor. It reminded me,’ adds the Bishop,
‘of the story of the missionary in one of the South Sea
Islands, who wrote home saying that he could not induce
his flock to give up cannibalism, but, happily, he had
persuaded them to use knives and forks. If we cannot

educate the village children, at any rate we can teach
them to sit on benches.’ '

CHAPTER XIX
A PIONEER MISSIONARY BISHOP .

» i i i A t lig t of the
1 n is the hght of the mg_ ht a X the sun e (o)
Just a.srthe moo:! . ldren t ikt of £ o !llld' h ) h h h
da.y, S0 are {100(1 children he\ gh of the amly —SroxA

Bisgor CALDWELL was fortunate in the choice of a wife.

The lady was a faithful and constant companion to the

end of his life. She was filled with the enthusiastic

missionary spirit that influenced her husbend. In

- addition to the care of théir souls she applied herself

i is flock, and dispensed
o the care of the bodies of his , ‘
gi)mple domestic medicines to all who sought her aid.

Mheir faith in her skill was unbounded, whether she was

ministering to thgir bodily ailments or to their spiritual
‘nee%s]:.le was with her husband on one pi }:ﬁs many t01‘1rs
in his Diocese. 'There had been a service 1 tpe morning
of Sunday at the.village where -they had pchhed the.lr .
camp. ‘In the afternoon tile Bishop and hls;: ~ch'apla1n
went to & neighbouring town to hold a service In the.
open air. It was customary for the catechist to conduct

matins and evensong when no clergyman was available.

ingly the catechist fulfilled the usual duty at the
‘:}fii:;gmiiythe Bishop’s absence, Mrs. Caldwell belr'lg
present. Evensong was finished, and they sang a lyric,
At the conclusion. Mrs. Caldwell was surprl'sed to see the
catechist, who had ‘been officiating, seat himself without

giving the usual Benediction. She looked round; the
B [ 4
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congregation had also settled down, and showed no sign
of departing. Tieaning from her pew towards the catechist
.she whispered in Tamil :
‘ Why don’t you conclude the service 9°
‘Because we are waiting for your sermon, madawn,”
was the embarrassing reply. o
Robert Caldwell’s experiences as a missionary before

he became bishop ~ were varied, and miust often have -

aroused his sympathy for St. Paul when the apostle was.
dealing with his converts. One of the difficulties, which
siill remains with native Chuistians, is the position which

- the religion of Christ gives to women. In the eyes of
the Hindu she is an inferior creature whose chief dnty is
child-bearing, and she accepts this posifion, shaping her
conduct accordingly. It is almoss impossible in the
.present generation to persuade a modest, gentle Hindn
woman who has embraced Christianity that she does not
still occupy this traditional position,

The height of becoming conduct on the part of a
Hindu bride at a heathen wedding is an exhibition of
overwhelming modesty. The more shyness she can
display the more admiration does she evoke. She neither
speaks nor smiles from beginning to end of the ceremony,
The consequence of thig assumption of shyness is to
make the bride late. It takes time to overcome her
modesty sufficiently to allow of her being dressed.
‘While her toilette is in progress she [requently has to be
propped up against a wall; and even thén, if not sup-
ported on either side by assistant bridesmaids-—who are
usually drawn from the clder women of the family—she
allows herself to collapse and roll over helplessly, to the
great admiration of the feminine portion of the family
circle looking on, , .

In Christian weddings the old Hindu customs cling,
and there is a difficulty in bringing the bride to church ;

" patience is exhaus

“*  Bighop Caldw

. . , \
. ) ' "
s, PIONEER MISSIONARY BISIOP s

’ ‘ gyman ‘waiting till his
he frequently ke the clergyman Wwabing i s
he g 1&5;21:18 When she does appear she 18 s«;)
1 and so painfully shy that she looks »

importoety oy Jothes snd jewelry. Her head

y - C
s bundle of new

eles g to bs’
shapeless : ' her saree, and she has to

. . ds of her saree, : .
s hidden in tl}lfcgfuir(s:h by her old bride-women. Onece

gupported up
placed at the al
‘a response, or even

1 g TESPOnSe.
. : sken as & resy N o .
Lk fiarey ell wag once marrywng juse such 2

i st silence. Aftet
the bride maintaining a modest Q-ﬂ.e}ll;s alter
f snt repetitions of the Letrothal sentence tg ionce
frequent repe Tt had already been severely tried by ‘5*1
ur of valuable time he could il
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tar rails it is almost impossible to eht 1‘1
: o murmur which may be treateu
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ing. the book, he said : e

'mosmgh':e fast time I repeat the sentence.. If you

.spare. ‘
I shall send you home

L ¢ Now, for
) NOW, ° -
do not say -he words after me,

lmma,rrlii;:lrh;é this terrible threat, one of theﬁbrzl;:-l
_Oﬂ h » a5 the bride’s great-aunt and an iniluen )d
S e ‘fa-ther’s household, rushed forward, seize

porson 8 0 d gave her a violent shaking, as she

sthe bride, an

imed : , " vo as the
ch{a%];w dare you behave so! Why don’t you flo
A
9 ) ‘A
gentleman tells you ? ch as it gave the

g ho desired effecs, inasmu .
b dI t l};iget:o speak. She found her voice—a firm,
ride let

trong youngevoice it was, too—and the ceremony wa
sonoladed wi delay. -

, d without further delay . o
conigdzlhzlbpc&nle Bishop ‘he madg his headql{,'m}!f;iu::
Tuti o;iti where he occupied a curious O]d.Dlé. g Bwhcp
Tutic a i'ts staircase outside. Hewas consecrate shop
that had elly in 1877, and died in 1891, in the sc?ve,}l'. -
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LY
born at Belfast (1814). Like Bishop Gell, it was Cald-
well’s wish to rest in the land where he had laboured.
Six out of the first seven Bishops of Calcutta left their
bones in India. Middleton (1822), Turner (1831), and
Wilson (1858) were buried in Calcutta. HHeber (1826)
lies in Trichinopoly; Cotton (1866) was drowned at
Kushtia and his body was never found; Milman (1876)
lies at Rawal Pindi. Corrie, the first Bishop of Madras,
was buried in Madras (1837); and so also was Dealtry
(1859). Sargent was buried at Palamecotta (1889),
Caldwell at Idaiyangudi, in Tinnevelly {1891), and,
lastly, Bishop Gell at Coonoor (1902). :

The house in which Bishop Caldwell stayed when he
visited Trichinopoly was at Puttoor, a part of the canton-
ment occupied by sepoy lines when I first arrived there.
‘The lines have since been pulled down, but the officers’

- bungalows remain, as at Warriore. The largest of these
was purchased by the S.P.G. Mission. Here Mrs. Wyaitt,
Bishop Caldwell’s eldest daughter, lived for many years
in the midst of her scholars, orphans, Bible-women, lace-
makers, and converts. She had her father’s gift of
language, and spoke Tamil fluently. ' -

Like Mrs. Caldwell, she was a veritable mother in
Israel to her people, ministering to their spiritual or
temporal needs as -occasion demanded. Among the
natives she had a great medical reputation founded on

‘the judicious use, in the shsence of qualified men, of
castor oil, quinine, and other simple druzs. Being the
mother of sons herself, they believed that the touch of
her hand brought prosperity and good forttne. . Chance

fa)voul"ed a further belief that she could bring fruitfulness
to barren women, 3 reputation that was not without its
" embarrassments.

: She engaged a teacher for her school,

a married woman who had no children. Whether it was

the regular occupation, or better food, in consequence of
?

‘gpread, and

V !/
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' ; - - t . o '- ‘A ‘
o better inceme, or the change of air, 1t 1s z_imtg;lonmbk ';101
ays esul th, ¢ oman |
: sult was better health, an e w |
gav: but the result w ; W ™ |
beﬁégme the happy mother of a son. Her - delighted

husband put it down to nothing less than.the ‘fact of 1 "

i Vi Trs. Wryait. -~ The news
o \mkenonssrt;:;? a,migszla.rgrws}vho iad been m:‘aurried
teen vears and had n;)t been bléss_ed with children
e, ndyentrea.t-ed Mrs. Wyatt to exercise her powers on
;aér:f);galf and grant her the priceless boon. In vain she

‘protested that she had no such powers; the poor creature,

ho was emaciated and out of health, begged 'u.nd prayed
W(;) efused to depart. It seemed to the kmd—hea.rted
a‘}Lflnglli:hvvom'cm ‘cruel to send her away in that miser-
able condition, especially as from all appeamnie ,‘(slhiewe(i
suffering from & very common complaint. ose of

santonine was made up, and afterwards a tonlc was

" pdministered, together with a diet of wholesome food, -

with the result that the woman not only became fat and
strong, but also, to her endless joy, a mothe;x_:. Thoeham

At the close of the war mad_e upon King vee a ,;
‘some woembers of the ‘royal family, who by the meres

" ghance had escaped the general massacre made by
’i.‘heebaw were sent to Trichinopoly and placed under
) . H

the charge of the European. mﬁssionary and hl.S ;vﬁeT\;rfo
were superintending t?e Mission at that period. o e};
arrived while the missmna-.ry was awey on & pasnoaa (}ld

shrough his district. His wvlyﬂ?rrto_ok th??lh ut'l er e;
wing, but not Fithout some trepidation, xylnch was 11:1 nt
way lessened when she heard phc?.a,ccount cf ¢ ‘e1rv }font 'u_c

on the journey - given by the "mspector. Int e jain
one of the boys crawled under the scat of the carriage

and Iﬁﬂlﬂiﬂed there the WhOIG tlmb‘, refusmg to come out '
(}IL > L

of his hiding-place for food or for any o_ther induceme?t.

) The ladsdhad, been brought up luxuriously at the p{%fl'e
rere imbued with the Oriental prince

at Mandalay, and were ambueﬁ;‘ ith the ! fal p y
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contempt. for their inferiors. It would not do to place
them jn the dormitories cof the school; on the other
hand, unaccustoracd as they were to lluropea.n habits of
living, she could not give them a bedroom in her own
house.. There was & small bungalow in the compound
which was used as a store-house. One of its rooms was
empty, this was prepared and made as comfortable as
. was in her power for the reception . of the scions of
royalty.

Fortunately she had on her staff of tea,chem a high-
caste woman who had been brought up in the palace
of Tanjore, and knew something of the treatment suitable
for Oriental princes. She had been educated as & dancing
girl, the only class of women to whom the Hindus grant
education. She. possessed sufficient knowledge of the
classical languages of the East to make hetcelf undex-
stood by the boys. She was put in charge of them as
their governess, and under her care they settled down
without further trouble to their new life. .

Before long the spirits of the boys returned.: They
mixed witli-the scholars of the Mission, and with an
imperialism that was in their blood they took the lead:
in all their games. Athletics were a popular form of
amusement “with them. -They organised sports with
wrestling and acrobatic. performances, which were made
atbractive by the spemal costumes donned for the occasion.
The young princes’ pocket-money went in bright-coloured
cloths and tinsel for personal adornment. =

The curiosity of the Hindus. of the bazasrs und
villages found Puttoor was avouscd., Trespassing in the
Mission grounds had for somo time past been o nuisance

~in more ways than one. The curiosity increased. Not
content with gazing, the t:@spassers laid light fingers
upon any tirifle thot might be -within reach. When
at last a brilliant acrobatic property disappeared the

@, . i

.
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Buormese princes took ‘action. At the first mght of

stranger they started off in wild 1mpm,tuous pursmit, Ti
‘mild Hmr‘.u—-partmululy mild in the socath—ifed -
terzor for his life. Such & scare was established thi
the bazaar boys dared not so- much 4s peep over &}
wall, much less venture inside the gaLes.

The .princes had a falent for . picturesque deco 2a1¢
in their own fashion, not only of their persons, but i
the gala ornsmentation of the house and garden. . A
Christmas they begged to bé allowed to assist in tk
decoration of the roem used as a chapel. (A church hs
since been built.) The effect produced by light garlanc
was thoroughly Eastern and decidedly pretty. Had the
confined their attention to the walls it would have bee
a thorough succéss. Their ambition went further tha
the walls. They wished to give the kind English lad:
who had been so good to them in their exile, a pleasm.:
surprise. - They cut out in paper two large angels wit
a strong Burmese cast of countenance, and painted ther
in the brightest colonurs they posse s&rd The heraldi

word ‘rampent’ is. the only tertn  that will exactl
describe their attitude, one foot bemg lifted and Ih
hands upraised. On Christmas morning, as she eniere
thre chapel, her eyes fell upon these wonderful creations
which werc pinned upon the altar cloth over the em
broidery. Whatever the lady felt she took it in the righ
spirit. The congregation, with their Bastern tastes, savy
nothing to givéoffence, and they expressed their unqua.h
fied admiration for the effort of the Burmese.

It was some time before Government would permi
themm to return to Burmah, though they petitione
frequently for the termination of their exile. Whe
permission-.came at last the eldest boy had arrived a
man’s estate. He embraced Christianity and married th
daughter of his governess.  He, with his wife, mother

. & '
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in-law, and ‘bmbhcrs, settled in Burmah, . where he
obtained a post in the service of Government, and beca,mt,
a loyal, law-abiding British'subject.
The lives of the people of India are full of tmrreﬁy
for two simple reasons : they make no attempt to, .control
. emotion, and their minds are steeped in superntltlon
Anger, joy, fear of demons, grief, disappointment, sway
and toss them as the tempestuous blasts of their cyclones
sway and toss the trees, laying many of them low, never
to rise again.
The governess of the princes, who was born and
brought up a heathen, had many strange tales to tell
of the palace where her childhood was passcd She was

the daughter of a high-caste man of Tanjore, who was
of the same caste as the Rajah. Her father had the’

good fortune to save the life of the Rajah at Siva Gunga
by killing & wounded tiger that was charging down upon
him. As a reward he was made food-taster to his prince,
and was given quarters in the palace. There he died,

leaving his wife and little daunghter under the Ranee’s

protection.

The Ranes and her women, Wxth the rest of the»\{
Rajah’s wives, were strictly purdashin. They occupied
a huge block of buildings within the walls of the palace, !

where they were sexrved entirely by women slaves.

About seventy children were brought up and educated -
in the palace to minister to the wants of the ladies of !
the Rajah’s zanana. They did not all fil the duties of
domestic servants. Some were taught trades such as
carpentering, masonry, iron and brass work, jewellers’
and goldsmiths’ work. Some learnt to drive and to '
harness the palace horses, so that the ladies could take .

carriage exercise within the walled grounds.

The governess was taught to dance; and she learned

Sanserit so that she counld perform n’ the Sanscrit plays |
@ ' :

4
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that were got up for the arausement of the princesses.
Jertain pujaris, by right of their sacred office, were
wdmitted to serve the palace temple, and to give in-
struction to the girls, who not only danced to amuse,
but took a part in the temple ritual at- certain seasons
of the year. - ¢

One of the yea,rl} festivals was the Ayeetha which -
1ffects every tradé and calling in India. Itis the blessing
of the tools, and ‘the otfcrmg of a sacmﬁce fo ensure
success for the coniing year. &

There is a legend to the 'cffect that one year a fair
and beautiful Mahrd.tta maiden was chosen out of the
rest to perform some special and mysterious pu]a.h in
the temple. She was very proud of *the honour of being
the chosen~one, and was the envy of all her companions.
Each day that passed some ceremony of preparation was
performed. She was washed and anointell with scented
oil, and fed on sweetmeats and delicate curries. Her
hair wag combed and perfuined and adorned with jewels.
The finest white cloth was soaked in saffron and hung .
out to dry in the sun to be remdy for her use.
_ On the great day of the Ayeetha all the girls assisted
ab the toilette 'of the chosen one. When she was ready,
the pujari, ga,unt and wild from the ascetic ceremonies
pelformed in prepamgon came in ‘person to carry her
to the temple The little heart ‘beat fast in mingled
awe and pride as she was lifted to the shoulder of the-
dishevelled, @h ~be<;prm1d€d ‘Bmhmm, and borune away
bo. the mysterious dosrway through which only Brahmins
nnuht pass. No! there was a,nocher who possessed the
hght of way, but he seldom exercised that right. This
was the Ra;ah himaself. No door could be. shut against
the reigning prince within the palace, not even the door
of the mulasthanam.

The children watched their ‘companion dlsappear

Cw
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within the tmn.ple. Her fair face and youn,«gr hmbs, the
yellow robe and gleaming jeiwels, a vision of brightness in
the Indian sunlight, flashed before their admiring cyes.
Once she looked back as though a qualm of fesr had

i

touched her, but curiosity and .pride stifled timidity; -

and they saw her turn her head towards the. grim idol

she was to serve in some mysterious manner. Then she .

vanished into the murky darkness and was lost to sight.
They strained their eyes to penctrate the dim light of the

windowless temple, and they could distinguish the red

" flame that burnt like a spot of blood before the idol. In
another moment the door was shut on pujah and pujari,
and the temple was wrapped in its usual silence.

They waited long in the hope that their little com-
panion would return. The sun went down towards the
- west, and the childrep shuddered as the Brahmins—wilder
“and more fanatical than ever—issued from the door, but
the girl was nowhere to be seen. A great crowd had
gathered, bringing ‘their tools for dedication after the
pujah had been performed within the temple. The group
of childrefi stood on one side, and watched the strange
rites and ceremonies by which the gods of the people weree
to be propitiated.

As night fell they went to their supper well-nigh
fainting with hunger, confident that their companion
would join them in the hall ‘where the foocd was placed,
and would tell them all she had seen and heard within
the dread ternple. ®

Their quick eyes soou discovered that no bowl of
special curry had been prepared to-night, and that the
absent one was not expected. Wondering and full of awe

at the thought that she would have to spvnd the night

with that dre'adful idol, each silently rolled herself in her
sheet and fell ableep
The next day she did not appear; and when one girl,
. :

b
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bolder than the rest by reason of Her friendship with the
missing companion, ventured to ask a ‘question, she was
told that the child had become the wife of the god and
could no longer live with them. After this they ceased to
lock for her, believing that she had been sent away to
some other temple.

The English Government, under whose protection the
Rajah lived, began to ask’ questions that were not easily
answered. It was whispered that, though the ritual
was carried out by Brahmins who profess to abhor blood
sacrifices, the practice of human sacrifice was sometimes
performed within the palace temple.
~ The Rajah, who was an enlightened man, did all he
could to aid the Engish Govemment in thelr evlqumes
but could discover nothing.

_ A year passed and the Ayeetha was once more ap-
proaching. There were rumours that this time a youth
of fifteen would be the vietim. The matter jvas discussed
between the English .officials and the plinc‘éf'and it was
decided that the Rajah should pay the temple an unex-
pected visit while pujah was being performed It was no
dight task that he had undertaken. So strong was the’

“hold of superstition upon the minds of the palace people,

that even the Ranee herself would be on the side of the
Brohmins, and not in sympathy with her husband.
Before taking part in the Ayeetha the pujaris went through
a long course of ceremonial, which rendered them espe-
cially sacred im the eyes of the people. To lay s finger
upon one of them when he was thus prepared would, in
their belief, be as sacrilegious as meddling with the god
himself, and draw down his wrath upon the presumptuous
person.

On the day appomted and at the hour when the
pujaris had assembled in the temple, the Rajuh appeared

.zmd asked for admittance. He brooked no delay, but

2
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pushed open the door and entered. The ~worshippers
assembled outside were aghast but none. ventured to stop ¢
him. When the Brahmins recognised their sovereign, ;
they made no attempt to obstruct the way. Never before
had he done such a thing, and his sudden appearance in
their midst caused consternation. : !
He pressed forward through the crowd to the sacri- |
ficial spot ; and there, sure enough, Iny something beneath (
a blood-stained cloth. ' ' ‘ '
He was not altogether free from superstition himself, .
and to raise the cloth with his own hand was more than '
he with all his courage cared to do. He ordered some |
en standing near to lift the sheet, They glanced at -
“their chief, awaiting a sign of his consent. The pujari;"
made a few passes before the Rajah and signed to the!
men to withdraw the cloth. ' i
Slowly it was raised, and the dead body of & sheep
met the Rajah’s gaze.
The eyes of the chief Brahmin never left the face of |

- his prince, and a light of fanatical triumph shone in them |
as the Rajah turned away. He passed out of the temple '
in silence and without comment from the assembly. Ha,.
Was unaccustomed to give reasons for his actions and they
were used to the ways of an Oriental despot. . The door -

closed behind him as he left the stifling atmosphere of the !
temnple, and the m

ysterious ceremonies of the Aycetha |

were continued. '
Whether he saw g shee
“impossible to say. There

wo;d. He and hig English friends were inclined to |
believe in the sheep. Tlis people thought differently. !
The}.r said that the pujari had exercizsed divine power :
acquired by his severe Preparation, and that he had -

cha:nged the youth into o sheep on the entrance of the |
.Rajah, ‘ i

p or a human body it was
was no reason to doubt his.

1

¢

‘one day.-
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. - . . . rall. ‘;a youth dis~
) On htﬂg was certain. A .Well ?&VOUI‘(‘ °

B peareedtfrlom the towgn H and when his pe 3[)10 were asked
ap

what had become of him, they replied that he ’Jhad gone

' istant temple to serve the go - ,

v ﬂTtZtaIr{la.jah xgha was reigning in 1878 was tl}e las;t oé
i . His {iredecessor vas for & fong tunfs Wlthc_)u a :

i;;ls'rrac%n despaif he made a gigantic effort at );ua:nmox;i\l}l
oa eventeen gi s twenty-two—

‘ jed seventeen girls—some say © . :

- manl%‘he matter was reported to the directors of

the Bast . India Company, and a discussion toqk plsa,ce is

tt’;oethé prépriety———ﬁélitically speaking—of his act. Seve

teen girls for the old man meant a probable future charge

‘ i -evenues of the State.
g teen ¥idows upon the revenuces ! :
of “;‘}Ilinnews of this remarkable marriage cau;,ed sc,lomfi_
-*ﬂr;ient to the Board.. On the margin of the ‘braa
gigi;r"-x prepared for the consideration of the members,
Spauiil, }e

" one of the directors seribbled ¢ Oh, what fun

The matrimonial effort produced one daughter only,

and when her father died she suc.ceedec}1 hiﬁ.} h Af c}'gr;?;)gt
- her, and he was given the title of Rajah.
| %afl:;u?dnf;t to Tanjore -she and her husband were

© réigning.

There were fourteen Wido“7s.living, but thelr'ngn;]belisj
have: considerably diminisl(;ed gx;:e t};:x;ile 'gg:g'l v;*f Zl;e
i and unjust. b ,
g}l?arl?a‘glmfsewgisﬂzmhea& to sxgbmit to. the deprivatjons ‘
as:{)ciate‘d with Hindu widowhood. They were shut up
for~1ife in the palace, a hage building containing ‘more )
than a hundred roomis, besides t.he durbar ha}ls of audlencr:i
_the courtyards, gardens, stabling, sgrv_amts .q}}art-ers, Bi;nai
alace temple. There they spe.x.)t their lives, ivingon w : b
I-) itement they could find behind the purdah. It usna 5;
‘ ;::g;{ the form of quarrelling. Their litile world was ful
of jealousies. The widows vyerg'supfoszdﬂtlc; Zsb;?;taé;
equality, but were constantly in exspu e on e
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'precedence Many were the appeals made to the political
agent who had charge of them. He patiently listened to-

_ their complaints, and did his best to restore peace.

I visited Tanjore two or three years later with a party
from Trichinopoly. We were the guests of the Rajah
and Princess, who were marrying a niece of the Rajah to
~ a prince from the north. The ladies were allowed to pass
behind the purdah that screened a dais at the end of the

durbar hall, and were introduced to the Princess, the’
bride, and the first wife of the bridegroom, who had come

“with her two children to see the wedding. This lady
excited my interest, and I asked her through an inter-
preter how she liked her husband's new wife. She
replied with a pleasant smile:

¢ She is all that I could desire, and will be a beloved
sister to me.

- Had I put the same question to the bride, something
of tfe same reply would have been given, with a difference
in the last sentence:

¢ Bhe is all that I could wish, and she will be a mother
_ to me and my children.’ y

The first wife looked about twenty-five years of acre
and the bride, a slip of a girl, not more than fifteen, if so
much. ' ‘

It was at Tanjore that the women of the palace who
proved unfaithful or obnoxious in the old days were shut
in a dark room, into which a male cobra was introduced.
Ttrequires a knowledge of the people and §f their language
to draw from them the stories of their tragedies and
their comedies. Questions by casual and curious visitors
addressed fo the guide fail to elicit information, for they
-resent inquisitiveness. =

¢ Are there no traditions connected with the pa.lace? ’
¢ No, sir, there are none.

[
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*I have heard that in the old days such and such a
thing happened A

¢ Perhaps, sir. The people are ignorant and have
many foolish beliefs, but T have been told nothing.’

‘Which is perfectly true. Being a -pariah he neither
knows nor cares about the legends of the higher castes;
and even if he did, it is not likely that he would be made
a confidant.
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CHAPTER XX
GHOSTS AND DEVILS

.. An intelligent man is he who knows when to speak and when to be
silent, whose friendship is natural and sincére, and who never undertakes

anything beyond his powers.— Sr.oxa.
TRICHINOPOLY sits in the very bosom of idolatry, an
idolatry which is real and apparent on every side. 1t is
the worship of the power of evil, unmixed with any
leavening ‘ philosophy ; nor is it elevated byany idea of
symbolism. The devil, in whom the man-in-the-street

believes, is a malignant sprite with a strong personality. -

The devil must be propitiated in his opinion, lest it should
. exercise supernatural powers for evil. It manifests its

presence to its votaries in all kinds of ways, taking the .
shapes of animals and men when desirous of moving, and

resting in an uncut stone or rude image when stationary.

Buropeans look on the idolatrous practices of the
. heathen with varied feelings. Many pass them by with
a scornful contempt, as though they were beneath their

not?ce.. Some.a are repelled, others merely show an idle ,
curiosity, which is too often mingled with & flippancy
that gives offence to the keen-witted native. A few

openly ridicule the worshippers of idols, & method that'

does not assist the missionary in his endeavour to teach
the people better things. ' '

In the early days of the British in India heathen rites -

" and ceremonies w

remor ere regarded by the Europeans with
something like ho

rror. It was a time of superstition in -
la - .

*®
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. v - ioved in wiloh-
Fngland.. Men and women se,mm:lsly 1{5;?1me§hm Wb
cra{t and intercourse with the devil. "What they saw i

" India did not tend io lessen that faith. Tt is not swrprising

b
to read that when Matthias Vincent, one of .tlxc Con‘:pzmy) n;
servants, was accused (16'_79) bj' an T’I*:mghshn'l‘an‘:;z:ﬂ:;;ﬂ
Thomas of having * practlsed. ngnoncgﬂl ,arts' ,’Wﬂl_ bt L
Bramines and others for bewitching him, the (_'1(_):1111, ;0{
Directors gave car Lo the tale. ‘They not .onlé .' 1.”;‘,.]11 1—,,,
but took action, directing the authorities mn . cngt“;
prevént him from ‘exercising charms or us'elng})(;}h‘jt_?l.i
by securing him a safe custody f‘rom, conversing with aiy
of the said witehes or other natives.” "

Thomas afterwards went out of his r_m‘n'd a‘nd &'{t‘*:‘»f“P ﬁx, .
to murder his wife. In those days t:nxs fact no$ oxiy
served to show that the man wasa lunatic, l?ut that he ;‘Lﬁl‘ﬂ
suffering under a ban or spe}l cash upon him by anot 1&...‘;
Vincent succceded in clearing himself of the c}-mrge‘;&
witcherafs after he reached England, and he }*ecelve_d thf‘
honour of knighthood within two years of hig departura
fmn;?hI;ilﬂ; something very pa-thetifz in the defe‘?-roated'
faith in demons exhibited by the natives vr_?f the b‘onthhc_)i-
Tndia. A man may einbrace C}‘:rxs'tmmty, dgciarq nl.!.*_{
faith and allegiance to thv.? God. of his new religion, m@
live an exemplary Qhristla;n h‘fc, jwt his demon creed
clings closely. Tha devils are still lfvmg and real person-
alities, and he trembles beff)xf'e thenj power; }rmt he g_o
lannger worshipt and propitiates—that is left for his
heathen relatives to do. Thf)ug'n he docs not wo:;:;—;mllnor .
propi@iate them, ke believes in the I:mwe‘r o'f casting -u-‘u‘.f\.;,;i
out through the examplc of Jesps (;hrx.st,_ A nu,m‘ ﬁ
clergyman once descnb.ed to me in good faith eu'x‘d @ ,.
seriousness how he had successfully caqt the devil out
of & young girl. He was born & Christian, and was the
son of a native clergyman.
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. {hristiang, he told me, were very rarcly pdescased, but
he had known of cases of possession smong them. The
girl in question was the daughter of a poor woman;
she assisted her mother in making rice-cakes for sale..
The usual: ympﬂmna were, shown, such as indicate hysteria
and derafigement of the nerves in Engl&nd T'he girl was
beaten several times, and heathen magicians were called
in fo exorcise the evil spirit. As she was a Christian it
would not leave her at their bidding. In despair the
mother came to her pastor for help. Affer some con-
sideration he decided to make an attempt. He sent word
that the girl was to fast on a certain day. On that same

dw} he fm.fmi himself, and met her and hor mother at the

church. ile led the gisl to the altar steps and bade her
kneel ab the v railing. ()penmg his Prayer-book, he began
to pruy in a low voice. As he proceeded the patient
groaned. Gradually her voice grew londer ; but the more
she groaned the louder did the worthy man pray, until at
last he was obliged to shout against her screams, still
praying earncstly at the top of his voice. "The power of
his supplications prevailed, The girl sank exhausted by
‘his side, silent, but once more sane. Hoarse and word
out with the efforf, he handed her back to ber mother
freed from the spell of the cvil spirit..

He had another story to tell of the wife of a school-
master, who occupied a smiall house near his church. She
was a famine orphan, from one of the orphanages, a good,
quiet girl before and for some time aftéd her marfiage.
She hved with her husband like an y other native woman,
cooking his food and | keeping the house.

' One day after sunset she went o draw waler at a well,
which was near a trec inhabited by a devil. give thb
good man’s story as he told it to me.) From that hour

she was possessed, and it was supposed that she must
inadvertently have gone too near the tree. Iler husband,

2
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who was much attached to her, was greatly distressed.
¥ia tried to beat the devil out of her. Several times a day
he beat her severely, but it had no effect. She did not
seera to feel it, and was certainly neither better nor worse
for the treatment. He then ftried what native doctors
could do, but their medicines made no differonce. He
was advised to take her to the General ITospital, and
he &id so. The devil never manifested hlmself before
the Kuropean medical men, and, after a fcw days’ obser-
vation, she was discharged as having no ailment of«any
kind. The moment she set foot inside her own house
she was seized by the demon and thrown mto violent
convulsions. '

During its manifestation she screamed and cried out
in different languages, singing strange songs in unknown
tongnes. One of the songs she sang was in the language
of the Koravans, the bird-catchers, a people she was nok
known to have scen or spoken with. (Could she have
héen an orphan of that tribe?) ' '

Another peculiar feature of her possession was the gift
of gecond qwht At times she prophesied and told peopk
their mncrmost thoughts and secret actions. A man passing
in the road heard her cry, ‘Aha! you beat your wife last
night; you think that no one knows that you beat her
cruelly.” He slunk away like a whipped hound, for she
spoke the truth. No one was safe from the revelations
that might be made.

There was.an clderly woman living a few miles away.

She was of some consequence in her th"e, owning the

house she occupied, and giving herself airs on that account.

She professed, to have certain powers of magie, and when

‘she heard of the young woman's affliction she expressed a

wish that she might be allowed to try her hand at casting
out the devil. She entercd the patient’s room; hut befors
she conld begin her exorcisms the demon spoke by the

<
4
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“"mough of the girl.- The crowd that had __f;athcrg& to

_witness the casting out of the devil was siricken with
horror at the revelations which werd poured into their
ears. - This woman, who held her head so high, and pre-
tended to be so superior to her neighbours, had led a lifs
of infamy in the past, the demon declared, and it- began
to give some of the details of her cvil-doing. * When she
heard the story of her life proclaimed in this public
manner the shock was so great that she fell down in a
fit of paralysis before the ‘possessed wife; and she was
carried to her house, where she died two months later.
It was found that everything that had been reveslod was
« frue. . =
The young woman was eventually cured by a Moham-
medan hakim, who wove spells and wrote them on thin
slips of paper. The slips were soaked in water, and were
swallowed by the patient. c | '
- When people arc possessed they are frequently gifted
with the power of prophecy, and this power is made use
, of by others for their own purpose, so my informant said.
'I“here are professional casters-out of devils, who can make
the demons speak through the lips of the afflicted, and,

' With the assistance of these professionals the devils may

be consulted. The belief in harsh treatment as » cure is
‘ umvegsal. He assured me that the patient was incapable
af feeling pain when possessed. - Fe further drew attention
to the .fact that therc were two kinds of spirits, the demon
or mahgnant sprite that lives in trees.and rocks and takes
possession of the human body ; and the ghost or spirit of
& depal“ted.hqman being who'has met with a violent death.
. The ghost is apparently almost identical with the Eurcpean
‘g}}ost. He related .tale that was told to his father by
Bishop Dealtry’s butler. The butler said :
¢ VS"e were tra,vell_ing up-country, and we came o a didk
| bungalow one evening, where we intended o sicop the

L]
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night. The Mussulman servant,of the bungalow met his
lordship at the door, and said : ‘ .

¢ ¢ You cannot sleecp here, my lord. No one can spend
__the night in this house. An evil spirit disturbs it; and it

,j)is not good to be in the same house at night with an evil

GHOSTS AND DEVILS

* ¢The Bishop was not afraid. He said that he would
- sleep there, and he begged us not to fear any evil spirits;
they could do us no harm. .

" “We made his lordship’s dinner, prepared the bedroom,
and cooked our own food. He ate his evening meal with
a calm mind, and, having said his prayers as usual, he laid
himself down on_the cot in' the bedroom, while we spread
our mats #n the verandah close by. In the middle of the
night we heard sounds of people moving in the kitchen.
There was chopping of wood, rolling of the curry-stone,
and -noise - among the cooking-pots. From within the

. house came the sound of splashing water, as though

someone was bathing in the bathroom adjoining his lord-
ship’s sleeping-room. Presently the Bishop called, and I
went to him. -

«  ““There is someone washing in the bathroom; bring
a light, that I may see who it is,” he said. :

. ‘I brought the lamp in from the verandah, and together
we entered the the bathroom. The sounds ceased as we
opened the door. The Bishop asked:

¢« Who is there ?

‘He received no reply. The room was empty, and
there was no sign of water having been thrown about
since the Bishop himself had taken his bath. He closed

_ the door and returned to his bed, while I went back to

my mat in the ‘verandah. No sooner did we close our
eyes in sleep than the noise began again. I knew from
the beginning that it was not the noise of a human being,
but of & spirit. It was the spirit of a man who years

‘-
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ago had been murdered there. The circumstances of the
murde?r were well known to the village people. I heard
the Bishop call once more, and I went to him. "

‘5 My lord,” I said, *“ this is neither man nor woman |

who disturbs the peace of the night. It'is the ghost

) WI.HCh has for so many years driven travellers away from
thl.s bungalow. The bungalow servant will tell your lord-
sh%p that I speak & true word. Did he not warn us of this

. evil thing?” )

_ “His lordship made no reply, but began hastily to dress- |
leself. When he had put on all the cl%thes th&g’ he WC?IS‘: :
in tl}e hpuse he asked me for the robes that he used for -
service in the church. I gave him his long silk gown
with thg large white sleeves and the other garments that
went with it. Taking his Bible in his hand, he opened

: th.e door of the bathroom and slowly advanced into the. -
middle of tpe room, we, his servants, watching at the open :
doorway with our livers turning to water. The Bishopv j'

raised his hand: }

“ T conjure thee, whatever thou art, to d i ‘
o ee, ,}o depart :
and trouble no more this house.” PR R
t, 'dVVe could see nothing, and when the Bishop had o
stood a feyv minutes in silence, perhaps making a silent ’

lp;x_‘ayer for the spirit of the murdered man, he returned to
is r(()logl and went 1o bed. . The rest of the night was
fg:se In peace and quietness. We left the bungalow :
hau.n?:c)litb molfnlng. From that time it ceased to be |
e ¥ ghosts ; and tra,vellprs are ablesonce again to .

The same native cler i

‘ had another authentic
host st eyen s
iis fa,tlsxe(;l.ry to tell. It was one that he had heard from
‘ Among his father’s con i i |
‘ > gregation there was a Eurasian,
?E:lei .R:ﬂly, who had heard the tale of the Bishop laying
ghost. He expressed his disbelief in it, and in all

<

)

other ghosts. Ie held a situation in one of the merchants’
offices on the beach at Madras.

It was customary for a peon or watcher to stay all
night at this office, and some difficulty was experienced in
getting & man to fulfil the duty. The reason given for
refusal to take the post of watchman was that the placo
was haunted by the ghost of a punkahman who had met
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' with an accidental death on the spot. This punkahman

in, years gone by had served the head of the firm as a
body servant while his master was in the office. His
duties were to meet his master on arrival, carry his office-
box upséairs, where the merchant sat, return to the

_carriage for the tiffin-basket, and make a third journey to

fetch the water-goglet and tumbler. One day, in returning
for the water-bottle, the man tripped, fell down the stairs,
and broke his neck. He bad.a tall, spare figure, and was
always dressed in & spotless white Mahratta dress, the coat
being full at the waist and reaching to the fest. The dress
is seen ab the present time on the servants of the Madras
Club. He wore a muslin turban of blue check of a peculiar
pattern, unlike anything that is used in the present day.
Soon after his death he was met by the night-watch-
man running up and down stairs as if in the performance
of his duties. If there had been nothing more to disturb
them but his appearance the servants might not have
objected. The peculiar feature of the haunting was, that
wherever the night-watchman slept he found himself in

" g different prace on awaking. The move was made with-

out the knowledge of the slecper. Nothing was felt: he
merely awoke. in a different spot from the one in which
he had laid himself down. :

The watchman became nervous and took & companion
to kecp him company. It made no difference. In the
morning the two men found themselves in another part

_of the house. Then ‘a party watched, kecping awake all
a N S
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night; but nothing happened and no ‘ghoste was seen.

The following night they watched again and unintention- ’

ally fell asleep. The next morning the whole party found
to their consternation that they had been spirited away
to a different part of the building. .
The matter was reported to Reilly, who expressed his
annoyance with what he termed their folly. He had
often stayed late at the office, though he had never slept
there, and he had seen no sign of the ghost. One evening, .
however, he had to remain later than usual.

-A ship was
expected to arrive and it wag necessary for him to await
her anchorage in the Roads. He sat upstairs in the room

belonging to the head of the firm, and a peon stayed
below with the night-watchman. Reilly seated himself
at the writing-table and beguiled the time with a book.
On the table were two candlesticks with glass shades and
the candles were lighted, the sun having long since sunk
below the horizon. -
He was deeply interested in his book and took no heed

of how the hours were passing. Suddenly he felt
impelled to raise his head and gaze into the room across
the breadth of the table,
of 1t, stood the dead punkahman. It was impossible to
mistake him. He wore the long full old-fashioned coat
and the blue-checked turban.  Although the man had
died before the employment of RéiIIy in the office,
yeb the strange visitor smiled at the Kurasian clerk as
thgugh he were greeting an old friend aftera l’ong absence.
" Reilly could not believe his eyes. He rose from his seat
and, taking the two candleg from the table, he advanced
towards the spectre.  Still the man smiled, regarding
Reilly with o steady gaze unti] he was close upon him,
Then in & moment the lights were extinguished and
Reilly found himself alone in the dark. A sudden panic

seized him. He called hig Peon, but there was no reply.
+ o N s

There, just on the cther side *

!

GHOSTS AXND DEVILS 269

ing o tairs in hot haste hfe found his
Stumbhr;g :}g;;n t(l';zn?used, angry, fmd' unhinged l;y E;hi
&Ft?n:f:l; ti;le gh.ost he had derided, R:;llllly 80 nfa.:esgrl;z:d
ey erely. 6 ma 1te
il}ilm:sxiltfig; t:nge:ﬁ: };zzg;eggysfgok 03{113'& summons against
e ’ .
D . :}C])r &cS::;l Iic;;zlne on surprise was expressed that
‘Nhe? so egéntle and quiet a nature should have czx;;
Sucted 0h' self violently towards a servant who' was .
dHCted' i any way. There could be no ob]ecleond'g
off endmg«;’i‘m the hours of waiting in sleep. Reilly ¢ 111
oot oy }lx?sg act. He admitted beating the man 1n the
e den1y itation of the moment, anq he gave, as zn;
ecplans t'ag of his extraordinary behaviour, t.he storytg
el 1OPtion From that day the haunting of 1e
ﬂ’:"gceaﬁ:;d a;xd the watchmen slept at their posts m
0
i s ight and the power of r_eadmg
s regatfet?uzzi;)?ghzliatives believe tha.,t it is done
e et B)I'ld of the demons through the lips of the
D el There is another way of learning what the
pOSSBSSed-ld . it is by the reading of the stars through
'fu:urligl;o S']’?he latter process is entirely one of‘ calcu-
astrology.
letict ; il living in 1899 a man named Streeni-
asar].? }gll;:xx:rlztig h;{e gWa;s of the Bmhmi?hcisftes;ii
. i ichi . A clever you :
s b?m Litrw,l‘vgl:hlxglfgllxyt to the notice of th(? police
educa'tlon’denﬁ who admitted him into the service, and
superlntend hix’n to study. He learnt several languages,
encoqrigiemg one of them ; he had been a student. O}f
o from his earliest days. Like many other hig
8JStmlogyt' es, he was gifted with a ma.rvel!ous memory
vcas;ean?:l};;r ’nmthematical brain. \thiie 1Cr}1htheb 53:5?
o r the influence of a Mr. Cham 1in,
_gervice he came u?de ; e
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-who persuaded him to embrace 4Christianity. He was
baptised, and took the name of his benefactor. Several
-years later he had a severe illness and was brought to
the General Hospital, Madras, where he created much
excitement among the Luropean nurses by telling them
something of their own lives. It was all done by casting
their horoscopes and making calculations. Among other
things, he said that a change would occur on the ‘staff
of the medical officers of the hospital. He professed by
& series of calculations to arrive at the name of the new
officer and he gave the name. A few wecks later an
unexpected change did occur, and the officer named was
appointed. '

I asked the native clergyman how Streenivasa recon-
ciled his practice of astrology with his profession of the
Christian faith. He replied that Streenivasa saw no
harm in it as long as he believed in the grace of God
‘intervening. ‘By the grace of God,” he added, ‘ we are
able to do things spontaneously and of our free will
. which may avert the ruling of the stars’ He gave as an

instance the following, as he cast his. eyes round my
drawing-room : A e

‘ Here you have a palm which shonld be living outside
exposed to wind and rain and sun. By the grace of your
hand it ig brought into your drawing-room, tenderly
nurtured, and safeguarded from the destroying cyclone
and the knife of the hut-builder, which in the ordinary
course of events would .cause it to suffer. The palm, of
course, has no free will or independent action; but we,

* . Who have both, and at the same time enjoy the providence
of God, Who watches over us as well as the palm, may
_ study the reading of the future and call upon Him to
avert the evil which threatens’ ,
It is a belief in a higher power over fate which pre-
vents the Hindu from becoming an apathetic fatalist.
o o

o

GHOSTS AND DEVILS \ 271
T have s vivid recollection of tl_n's faith u&j 3.1399&::2?;
astrologers foretold all kinds of disasters. vgas ere 1o
1 in;t'e in November, when a gre.a,t nation oD
oabn iand lost; plague and famine were to devastate
Submerge:nd on t};e 13th of the month the end of the
e to come. Propitiatory offerings .m‘ld prayers
Ny WadS by people.of all castes and rehgl.ons,'who,
ho 1:;& fﬂ fognd that the catastrophes prophefned did not
oo teymss declared that the gods had ll‘stened and
e torvon c']{ to ’save men from the threatened eV}l. It may,
mterve?eba remembered that just at this period troubles
perhapb, (;ccurred which ended in the loss to the Boers of
m Afm:)?mtry The prediction of the end of the world
thell?; re-a,t commotion throughout the .1s1a,nd. of
o .fi- gmuch so that many of the Buddhists .W']th-
Ceylonh, 'Somoney from the banks and spent it on religious
iy eg‘:'n halese and Tamils attended the\r‘ places of
e ]ndg.; made offerings more frequently than usual.
WOI‘Shll:i : fatal 13th dawned the native mercha,nts. closed
Wbenli]is and the workmen belonging to the different
thﬁlr ; ?11 I;a,mifactories failed to appear. The day passed
,mllls anf Ill ;. the gods had been merciful, and men re-
) uneveél fi’, uﬂ})e’ir daily routine happy and content.
brne : : oedy is without its stray straws of humour.
S w:(t three months scarcely a chicken was to be
f‘0§ ?xlletlille; island, to the consternation of carcful house-
18 /

keepers. The old henwives of native villages had set no
teepers. . ,

eges. . ing time over such foolish-

) . the good of wasting

s?“rhigflel:s gOdsgwill not ask fowls of us when they
nes

' id. . .

comg, :}]::3 :Srried the unfortunate:-hensg that deswed. to
i a;ld realised on the fowls that-were fit for roasting
si . : .

. ortunity offered. ,
Whl'll?oﬂ;gtgfxf to the subject of the possessed. There was

E~]
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- a man of the Velalla caste in the Trichinopoly district
who had been born of Roman Catholic parents and been
brought up in the faith. One of his sons was afflicted
with epilepsy, and the fits were ascribed to possession by
a demon. The father tried various means of curing him,
but without success. He employed native doctors, who
could do nothing. He next called in the Roman Catholic
_priest, who endeavoured to exorcise the evil spirit by
prayer. It was said that on one occasion the padre
placed the Bible on the patient’s head, but the power of
the demon was so strong that the holy book was thrown
high into the air. The man, by the priest’s advice,
brought his son to live close to one of the churches.
Together father and son attended the services of the

church constantly, but without any visible improvement

. in the lad. ‘At the end of three months the Velallan
took the boy to Trichinopoly, and they presented them-
selves at the S.P.G. church, never missing a service.

They persevered for three months more, and at the end of ,

the time there was no improvement.

The man was then tempted to go back to the heathen
practices of his ancestors. He made sacrifices and obla-
tions to Karmachi, one of the forms of Kali. After &
short time the lad seemed better, and the epilepsy
gradually left him. The.cure was ascribed to the bene-
ficence of Karmachi.© The man and all his family forsook
their Christian faith and returned to idolatry.

The belief in the power of the priest to exorcise is
not confined to the East. I remember a case in 1860,
when the parents of an idiot boy came to the incumbent
of a parish in Norfolk, and begged him to exorcise the

evil spirit from their son. They explained what they .

. had dore in their broad Norfolk speech. :
S ‘We ha’ beat him black and blue: we ha’ runned him
-up a:ngi down the roads till he cou'n’t stand ; we ha’ held

P S

i)

| R
GHOSTS AND DEVILS 273

the Bible with the church-door key atween its leaves over
his head, while we burnt bacca under him, with him tied
to a chair. You'd ha’ thought, sir, as that would ha’
druy the devil out of him; but that didn’t fare to do him
no gbod. And now if you'd be so kind as to {ry-your
hand at it, may be the devil will hear yew.’
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CHAPTER XXI
CASTE AND THE LEGEND OF THE ARTISANS

However learned one may be, there is J;lways something more to be
learnt ; however much in favour one may be with kings, there is always
something to fear; however affectionate women may be, it is always
necessary to be wary of them.—8roxka.

CasTE is a puzzling subject to the new arrival in India
"who has not made a study of it. Everyone has heard of -
caste, and knows the use of the word in England, where
" it can only be applied to class. It has, however, 4 very
different meaning in the East, and has no counterpart
in Europe. It is founded on religion, and so intimately
connected with it that someone has said ‘Caste is Hinduism,
and Hinduism is caste.’ B

From ancient times there have been four divisions—»
the Brahmin, or priestly ; the Kshattriya, or soldier; the
Vaisya, or merchant; and the Sudra, or server. The
impression conveyed by these divisions on the uninformed
mind is that all men attached to the temples and minister-
Ing there are Brahmins, that all sepoys are Kshattriyas,.
shopkeepers are Vaisyas, and Sudras servants. This is not
.- 89, although originally it ‘might have been the case in the

dim past, when the caste distinctions were made to indicate

the trades and professions. The Brahmin is certainly to

be found in numbers in all the big temples built for the

worship of Siva and the incarnations of Vishnu ; but there

- are thO.USE'!-I-ldS of small temples dedicated to demons where

~ the pujari is not a Brahmin; On the other hand, Brahmins
. ° ,

° ' ' )
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may be found cultivating the land in villages where poné
but the twice-born live. They are ¢lerks in offices, shop-
keepers, postmasters, telegraph clerks, soldiers, station-
masters, and beggars. Rich or poor, educated or ignorant,

~ the caste is always respected, and nobody presumes to

outrage it because the Brahmin is poor and ignorant,.
The Kshattriya is not represented in the south of India.
The Vaisyas also have no representatives in the south.

The greater part of the Hindus of the Madras Presi-

dency are of Sudra and Pariah origin. They are divided
and subdivided, and divided again. It is doubtful if they
have ever been completely tabulated and numbered. The

- higher divisions of the Sudra, in the absence of the two

intervening castes, rank next to the Brahmins, and they
consider themselves of high caste; but the Aryan of the
north looks down with contempt upon the Dravidian of
the south, upon whom Hinduism was forced by Aryan
conquerors. There 'is a proverb, ‘ Beware of the dark
Brahmin and the fair Pariah; both are.shams.’ In the
opinion of the Brahmin of the north the characteristics
should be reversed, the outcaste black and the twice-born
4air. 4

Although the term Pariah indicates an outcaste, the
class in the present day is split up into many divisions,
each jealously maintaining certain caste rules to which
they really have no right. The Pariah servants of the
Turopean’s house will not eat with the horsckeepers and
grass-cutters, and the horsekeepers will not eat with the
sweepers. As to which is superior or inferior, it is im-
possible to say. -All are outcastes, and the least honour-
able calling is that of the sweeper. - ~

Caste had its origin in trade. Men learned their trade
from their fathers, and taught it to their sons, and then
made a trades’ union of it. In these days the educational.
advantages offered by England has tempted men to forsake

: ® ’ T2
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the calling of their ancestors and seek appomtments in |

the merchant’s office and under Government. The artisans, .

who think highly of themselves, whatever may be the
opinion of those outside their castes, are known as the

Panchalar. Panch is Sanskrit for five. The five Panchalar .
are the goldsmith, carpenter, blacksmith, brassworker, and -

. mason; A romantic story is told of how they were all |
well-mgh exterminated through the inherent arrogance
which is said to cling to their descendants still. ;

Long ago they lived in a fort by themselves. Trade -
came to them, and they prospered. With prosperity came
pride and independence, till at last they cast, off their
allegiance to the King of the country and refused to con-
tribute any longer to his revenues. The King determined

.to attack them and bring them into subjection. -He:
gathered his army together and encamped before the fort."

~ The walls were built of loadstone ; as soon as the troops
approached to assault the fortifications, their weapons were

drawn from their hands and became unmanageable. The .
Rajah made a second and a third attenipt, but always with '
the same result.

. Foiled and angry he retired to his capital, and 1ssued'
a proclamation, offering a large reward to anyone who
would reduce the fort and humble the pride of the inhabi-

. tants. . Many attempts were made by force of arms, but

.-, through the power of the loadstone they all ended
- ..disastrously.

* One day the queen of the nautch- girls craved an |
audlepce with the King. It was granted. She offered |
to bring about the destruction of the rebellious artisans
- if the Rajah would give her his assistance and allow
* sufficient time. Both her requests were complied with;

A but a condition was'attached. - She and her troupe ofx
" nautch-girls were required to swear that they would:

-succeed or die. They took the oath, without hesnatlon s

N | WY
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on betel leaf and areca-nut. Then the King 1nqun‘ed how
he was to help them.

¢Build us a house exactly opposite to the enemy s fort,
so that we may take up our'residence close to it,” was hey
reply.

‘The house was built, and the qucen with a number of

beautiful girls occupied it. It had a broad ferraced roof **

level thh the fort walls. Upon this roof the qucen
assembled her girls every evening to dance and sing. At
first the men looked on with curiosity and wonder. The

older ones shook their heads at such folly, while the '

younger men laughed and chaffed the girls on their
method of warfare. .

. A strange kind of Rajah is your ruler to send out a
band of da.ncmg -girls against us!’ they cried from the
walls.

The chaff was received good-naturedly The girls
laughed and showed their white teeth between lips that
were full and tempting. Each evening, when the day's
work was over, the inhabitants of the fort gathered upon

the walls before the palace of the nautch-queen. Each -

"da.y the girls, decked in fresh jasmin and oleander flowers,

- posed and swayed and showed their supple limbs in the

dance. With their songs was wafted the intoxicating scent
of sandalwood and attar of rose as their silken draperies

~ floated upon the evening breeze; and the young men were

filled with madness. The older wiseheads, however, looked

on with grave apprehension, and would have _driven the ‘

‘women away or killed them but the young men were
infatuated, and cried : ,

‘Liet them be! What harm can ‘a parcel of women
do? Their smglng and dancing serve to pass the hours
of the evening. It would be more fitting if we invited
them to come into the fort instead of driving them

away.’
L:d
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. So they remained, and the dances continued with much
la,ughter and banter until all enmity was forgotten.

One day the nautch-queen asked for a private interview
with the King. When she came from the audience-chamber
she was wearing & magnificent diamond necklace which
" was not upon her neck when she went in. Bright as were
*the gems, they did not sparkle more than her eyes at the
thought of what her reward was to be. This was nothing
less than marriage with the King.

-Among the people of the fort was a handsome young
" geldzmith, who had lost his head and his heart over the
‘charms of the nautch-queen. She did not appear to be
indiffercnt, and had favoured him to the extent of meeting
him under the walls of the fort. Often he had entreated
her to return with him and take up her residence in his
zenana. There was nothing that he did not promise, and
" no secret that he withheld. He was as wax in her hands.
At length she promised that he should have his desire;.
but she told him that she wished to give an entertainment
upon the roof of her house before leaving her palace that
should cxceed all others of the kind. The dancing should
be superb.: As it was necessary that they should prepare®
properly for the tamasha, the dance must be somebxme
during the next moon.,

Meanwhile the King was not idle. His people, with
their carts and cattle, were busy night and day. At-the
end of four weeks the nautch-queen announced that she
was ready. She sent word to the inhabitants of the fort
that if they would -all assemble on the walls, they should
see a nautch that would exceed anything they had ever
" witnessed before. Decked in flowers and jewels, silks and -
embroidery of gold, the nautch-girls sang-and posed, while
the queen addressed herself to the young goldsmith in
‘words and’ actions that maddened and intoxicated all
alike. : oo

&
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In the smidst of the revelry there arose an ominous |
sound, and a pale light played around the base .of the
walls. Even as the occupants of the fort turned their

‘affrighted eyes from the nautch-girls to seek the cause,

flames leaped into the air on all sides and a dense smoke

_enveloped them. Under cover of the darkness, and while
thé attention was centred upon the crafty queen and her= <~

girls, the King’s men had brought straw and firewood,

~ with which they had built up a circle under the walls. At

a given signal the plle was simultaneously fired, and the

“fort was enveloped in flames.

Madly and triumphantly danced the queen and her
troupe, while the crackling of the fire rose above their
shrill song. In mocking tones the queen bade her lover
come and claim her. The young chief advanced to the
very edge of the parapet, and stood in the clear yellow
light of the burning straw. With fierce words he cursed
his betrayer, declaring that the reward of her treachery
should be nothing less than death. He cursed the King,
who had instigated the cvil deed, and the people of the
country who ha,d assisted in the destruction of the fort,
saying that the hour would arrive when they would be
glad in their dirc necessity to rebuild the fort with walls
of gold if they could only recall the inhabitants. Then

leaping into the fire below he was the first to perish.

The heated stones snapped asunder and split from end
to end, and the fort crumbled beneath the only power that

-could destroy it. The place was reduced to a mass of

ruins, and the magic spell of the loadstone was gone.
The King with his troops effected an entrance unopposed;
and what the fire failed to perform the sword completed '
Nearly all were killed. The few who escaped fled in terror
to the seashore and took ship to the Far East. They
did not dare to land until they reached China. There
they ‘were kindly welcomed, and in return for the
&
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hospitality, they taught the Chinese their cunning crafts ’

which knowledge is retained to the present day.

The King, jubilant at his success, proclaimed a general

' rejoicing. The nautch-girls were rewarded with munificent

liberality, and the queen herself was honoured by the King
with marriage with accompanymg festivities that were
asually accorded only to princesses of royal blood. All'

through the ceremonies she never once gave a thought to
the unhappy man who in his great and trusting love had
confided to her the secret of the walls of his fort. On the
" night when she was conducted to the palace of the King,
when silence reigned and his Majesty slept the spectre of !
the goldsmith appeared by the queen’s side. What he
- gaid is not known. The following morning she was found
dead by the attendants. She had been strangled with the
~ diamond necklace which had been part of her reward.
Time passed and the proud independent artisans were -
almost forgotten, when difficulties arose which had never ‘»
+ troubled the people of that kingdom before. There was °
a scarcity of agricultural implements. Carts,axcs, harrows,
sickles, brass cooking-pots, and other indispensable articles
for field and household use wore out and had to be re-
newed. The supply in the shops was exhausted, and the .
shepkeepers were unable to procure a fresh stock. * Mats, °
furniture, the fittings for houses, even jewelry and personal
cornaments became dear and well-nigh impossible to buy. |
. The curse of the young chief was beginning to work. |
When the ‘King's daughter was about to be married the .
King sent out in all directions for jewels; there were -
none to _be had but those that were secondhand. Not'
a goldsmith, carpenter, or brassworker was to be found |
. throughout the length and breadth of the land. All had -
fled to China or'had perished. 1
The King was in great distress. His people blamed

him for the cala.m1ty, and openly expressed their dlS-
o
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ontent. * Alarmed for the consequences, he issued a
yoclamation and sent heralds round his kingdom in
wearch of artificers. He offered money and land; but
n vain. His subjects were all agriculturists, and knew
wothing of the handling of chisel, saw, or forge. He
)ersevered his throne being at stake, and "bethought

rimself of a device. He sent a crier out with a branchse

»f scarlet coral. .Running through the coral there was
y tiny passage crooked and sinuwous in its course. Any-
yne who could thread ‘this piece of coral with a fine
strand of silk should receive a large reward. Many tried,
sut they could only push the silk in & short way. They
vbandoned the task in despair, saying that their hands
were accustomed to hold the plough and to milk the
sattle; they were not suited for such delicate work.

A woman buying rice in the bazaar heard the pro-
Jlamation. She asked the crier if she might take the
picce of coral to her house. She had a son-who was
clever with his fingers; perhaps he might be able to
acwmphsh it. The coral was given to her with the
promise that if the boy succeeded he would certainly be
rewarded. .On her return home she called him and bade
him thread the coral with a fine piece of silk which she -

asve him.  For some time he tried to thrust the thread -

through the narrow, tortuous passage, but without success.

Finally he’gave it up, and sat silent and thoughtful with
his eyes upon®he warm sunlit sand, where the ants toiled
ceaselessly at their self-imposed tasks. They lifted and
dragged all kinds-of objects always in one direction—
towards the entrancg of their nest. A tiny ant, so small
as to be scarcely visible, fastened its nippers on to a finc -
shred of cocoanut fibre that had dropped from a sugar
bag and was impregnated with saccharine. Gradually
the strand was drawn to the hole of the nest, down which
it slowly disappeared.

@
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The boy started to his feet and ran indeors to the

| storeroom, where a- pof of honey stood. He dipped the

" end of the silk into the sweet syrup and hurried back.
. 'With delicate touch he arranged the coral in the entrance
»_of the ants” nest, stopping all other ways of egress with

. 7earth. He placed the silk close to it. In a short time

uthe honeyed silk was discovered ; ‘but the ants were per-

- plexed by the altered appemrance of their front door.
Presently an ant came from below. There vms an ex-

_change of confidences, and- the two tiny- creavires set to
work without further ado. Gradually the silk was with-
drawn ; inch by inch it vanished until only a short piece
remained. The .boy caught it and "gently removed the
coral. An exclamation of delight escaped his lips as he
saw the other end of the thread hanging from the coral,

--the two ants still clinging tenaciously to their treasure.

‘ His mother carried the coral to the palace of the King.
An order. was sent out summoning her to-his presence.
He demanded her history. She confessed that she was

. oneof-the women of the fort. On the night of its destruc-

~ tion shé happened to be on a visit to her sister, who was
the wife of a merchant in the King’s city, and so she
escaped death. Her husband perished in the flames, and
she remained in the house of the chetty. In due course
ber child was born, and it passed as the merchant’s son.

The King was delighted with his discovery. He
loaded the widow with presents, and directed that the
boy should apply himself to his father’s trade under his
mother’s supervision. Materials were supplied, and the
boy began to fashion swords and agricultural 1mp1ements

- When he became & man he married his cousin, the

. daughter of the chetty, and had five sons. They followed
the five trades, and each became the founder of one of the
castes or guilds. The King gave them the name of the
Panchalar. As descendants of the chetty they adopted

: ‘ \xx%
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the thread worn by Bralimins, but the twwe-bom say
that they have no right to.it.

Another difficulty for the casual observer is religion.
The castes differ with a strange bitterness and bigotry,
and will not eat together nor intermarry. Yot they
worship the same gods. The Brahmin and the higher
Sudra castes are followers of Vishnu or Siva. The lower.

" castes and Pariahs worship demons. The Brahmins

profess to have a contempt for demonolatry and the blood
sacrifices which accompany iss ritual. They worship in
large temples, where their offerings consist of fruit, grain,
sugar, butter, and camphor, in addition to gold and silver
and precious stones. The doctrine of the' high caste
Hindus is deistic and philosophical. Religious exercise
lies more in the performance of domestic ceremonies than

_in a frequent attendance at the temple.

The Hindu woman, no matter what her caste may be,v
takes no active part in public worship. She may provide
the gifts and carry them to the temple, but a male member

of the family must present them. Her office is in the .

privacy of the house. Before eating the midday meal she
rings a bell or strikes a gong to call the rest of her
family, and she does pujah to the household god, whose
image in brass or copper she keeps upon a shelf. A lamp
is lighted and a small offering is made. Prayers are said
with clasped hands and many genuflexions. It is a short
cerexnony,,incuinbent on every female head of the zenana.

The man performs his ablutions and orisons at stated
times. Domestic ceremonies connected with births, deaths,
marriages, and the attainment of certain ages are carried

- out with the assistance of the purohit, the domestic

chaplain of the family. At intervals a visit is received

" from the guru, the superintending domestic chuaplain and

inquisitor. It is his duty to discover if caste rules have

been broken, and if domestic rites have heen properly

. @
.
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performed. These visits are always a source, of excite
ment and pleasure to the ladies of the household in al
well-to-do Hindu families.

The temple feasts are attended periodically. Th,
ritual takes place within the adytum, known to the
Hindus as the mulasthanum. It js the innermost hal

~~aiiito Which none but the Brahmins may enter. Itsdesecra.
tion entails a long series of expensive purificatory rites
before the mantric essence or ‘divine afilatus can be
restored and the sacrilége atoned for. - ‘
- An English official was once asked to enter the
. mulasthanum of a celébrated temple in South India.
He hesitated to accept the invitation, knowing what it
" involved; but thahe&d-m&n pressed him to enter, and
. assured him that his visit would be acceptable. He
accordingly went, and was shown the idol in the inner
_sanctum.. His guide pointed out certain engraved marks
upon ‘the figure which indicated the particular sect that
worshipped there.  He listened to the explanation with
interest ; and when he had thoroughly examined all that
. there was to be seen he was courteously conducted to the
door. A little later the mystery of the special favour was
. “explained. A case came into the law courts brought by
B certain sect that claimed the temple and its rich revenues
+ . from the sect that was in possession. There was & great
~ deal of hard swearing and conflicting evidence. The
Englishman was summoned as a witness to testify to the
kind of marks he had seen in the temple. His evidence
was conclusive, and the impudent claimants lost their
© case. -“The cost of his evidence wag great, as no festival
could take place until the mantric essence. had been

restored ; but the stake W43 a high one and well worth
' the expense. '

- Aurungzebe desecrated L
cows in “the mulasthanums,

&

undreds of témples by killihg
When the Hindus had an

»
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opportunity of retaliating they killed E]lgtsa,]l:; tIl)llz ;20;111&;1 .
sant little amenities wou e

Trl:;:itp}ii; were it not for the strong arm of the Eugl ish
P v »
lijW;I‘he mulasthanum is a disappointing place ]v;h;?, :1:;3;
it .m sterious recesses have been penqtmtc;d. te;ljng Dt“ro' '
o 'dgnce in India I had the opportunity o 'Pﬁ ing two.
l:Slow h:;d been slaughtered in each, and Ig}lt :Iras 1 been

c 3 . . ne .

i when I visited them. U n it
reg?ﬁitﬁis‘;ﬁ?}a}indigul. There were ruins of 1;19:1?(;:;3
roitl built of masonry and partly rock-he&ﬁll, vs}/, : 1(}:l e
-p? 3‘Z)een occupied by British troops. A little : g -
o 1, clear pool which it was smq had nevei o
V}Zas ; cOtcc)),fa,il At the extreme summit was the temp

! . ' .

I;?}\x its brown, wedge-shaped tower. A
’ IThe view was beautiful. In thetgveshins . z; deep
inking 1 olden glory, turning the dec
Smk];:ag I%e?m% lay the fertile land of thﬁ Ma,du:‘:oé:iflt:::;

LA f heat. 'The gres

i rent haze o .

Yoot fo‘ntnxl'lf:lzn;g;n the length of the Pen.lnsulafa to Cigz
O was easily distinguished by a line Q{ a.\(;e pue
Comom’.l[‘he rock was deserted except for mysell an 12
i She was sketching and I egplored the temp di

ting into the Hindu holy of holies. 1t )VE: a Stf;; !
genlitxl::omgwith a low ceiling of stone. AThe l;gpqr:r(x) oxed
. ; i reat pa
i 'way, the door being gone. A g
Py e dv?z(s)n;:cyupied by a raised- platform of §tone, on
SP&'C(; “"ns carved in outline the figure of & t;or’cmse.d'thCn
Whl% :;x; this platform the idol formerly rest_ed an  then
b i ily; the image was wa
ies were performed daily; g sh

Ceremorgiftger:ng decorated with ﬂower-wreaths% whlilte
and dax:zadasis (temple girls) anced and sang pe"orfhch.‘
Sl of pilgrims came up the rock .bearlln,, : o
Nf? @geg? and prostrating themselves outside tae walls.
offeri

w belween the un-
: serted. Grass gre sween .
Now it was de G

. ‘ ~

companion.
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mortared stones outside, and the dust of ages clung

about the simple moulding of the interior. No wild-eyed . -

fanatic barred my entrance, and I could wander where I
chose. .The place was abandoned to the bats, and from
their unsavoury presence I quickly beat a retreat. The
Indian bat has an appalling smell as well as a villainous
appearance. It may be a timid creature, but its looks

belie it, for it is nothing short of impish. A sailor in

Captain Cook’s service™ encountered one when he was
;aking & walk on shore at some tropical port. He swore
that he had seen the devil. ‘He was as large as a one-
‘gallon keg and very like it ; he had horns and wings, yet
he crept so slowly through the grass that if T had not

been afeared T might have touched him.’
- The idol that rests on the dais in the mulasthanum is

made of five metals—gold, silver, brass, copper, and lead. . -

At the temple of Srirungam, near Trichinopoly, the

o image is said to be of stone and always sleeping. Pujah
" . 1s performed every day, and the water used in the diurnal
~ ablutions runs off into a tank, where it is reserved for the

pilgrims. They receive the precious liquid as a sacred

- gift that is full of virtue and drink it. <

Wken Clive took possession of the temple of Srirun- i
gam two thousand fierce Mahrattas stood before the door
of the mulasthanum, declaring that the Europeans should ,
only pasg in ovér thetndead bodies. Their superstition .
vas respected, and Clive loft them in undisturbed posses-
sion of thg inner hall. . S

“An image is brought out once & year at Srirungam

and borne in procession through the streets. It is.cased ~ '

in gold and rests upon a silver car. In showing the
vehicle the guide—a, temple attendant-—explained that it
was the swami’s dogesrt, ' ‘ '

"!.‘here are’ no blood sacrifices at Srirungam. ¢ B);
sapnﬁces are the gods nourished,’ says one of the Puranas,
. C ° '

P
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It is belieged that the nourishment is received by the.
inhalation of the aroma or essence rising from the offer-
ings. Manu states that creatures dyin'g in .this way are
conveyed to abodes of bliss. The sacrifice is mystically
identified with the victim ; it is regarded as the ransom
for sin and the instrument of annulment.. A third reason
for sacrifice is the acquirement of superhuman power b_y
means of which the gods may be compelled to grant their
favours. _

The killing of human beings was repugnant to the
Aryan instinet, and the horse was substitut.ed for man, t.he
part of man that was suitable as an offering to the dcity
entering the horse. From the horse the same part passed
into the ox, and from thence to the sheep and ’.che goat.
The horse and the ox are no longer used in sacnﬁge, but
the sheep and goats—in some parts of the Presidency
buffaloes and pigs also—are still in use. To_the. orthodox
Brahmin, however, blood is abhorrent, and he is content

* to offer to his deity the inanimate products of the earth.

Wy



988  : ON THE COROMANDEL COAST

CHAPTER XXII

A DEMON, A FUNERAL, AND SOME SNAKES.
¢ . : .

One should keep-oneself five yards from a carriage, ten ym‘ds‘ from a
. horse, one’ hundred yards from an elephant; but the distance cne should
keep from a wicked man eannot be measured.—SLoxA. .
A MARKED feature in the south of India is its devil-.
worship. It is not noticeable in the town of Madras,

- although it exists there as well as elsewhere; but in the .

south it strikes the eye at once. Village temples and
wayside shrines abound by the side of the road and in
out-of-the-way spots. Passing down .the line towards

' Tuticorin the traveller sees uncouth representations of.

animals arranged in rows before the temples. Under
-~ innumerable trees devil-stones are set up with small plat-
forms_before them to hold the offerings. Everywhere thet
-devil-is in evidence. It is usually said to be of the-
feminine gender. Nothing seems to satisfy it but -blood. ;
. Thousands of goats are offered annually to these demons.
~ The largest festival of the kind takes place at Puttoor, the
- suburb of Trichinopoly already mentioned. The legend
- of the foundation of the feast is as follows: ' *

. Once upon.a time a female demon, Kolomayi by name, |
had a temple in Travancore. She was of a blood-thirsty
nature and would accept nothing less than human beings -
from the people who offered her pujah. Children were
. often sacrificed before her image, but her wrath was not |
appeased. Sickness and famine affljcted the people ; these
" - calamities with the holocaust of children threatened to :

L]

. o \ARCD
A DEMON, A FUNERAL® AND SOME SNAKEs 289

depopulate the country for miles around her temple. A
deputation wasscnt to inform Kolomayi that the sacrifices
would be no longer continued. They begged her to with-
draw and seek another country. For the future they
intended to place themselves under the protection of a
milder deity, who would be satisfied with goats and fowls.

They then made & raft, placed the image upon it and”

set it afloat on the waters of the Cauvery. Kolomayi was
borne for many days on the bosom of the flood that
poured down the hills. In time she reached the broad

channel of the river below Erode. The raft was carridd »

into an irrigating c&i;al,'and was stranded at Puttoor, where
it was buried in alluvial deposit. T

Some ryots were digging in the banks of the canal"

to open a place for the flow of water on to their rice-fields.
One of them struck the image with his implement and
broke its arm. The man picked up the broken limb; he
was filled with horror when'he saw fresh crimson blood

. flowing from the fracture. With trembling lips he asked :

¢Who are you?’

A terrible voice that came from the earth beneath hig -

feet replied: - : :
~ ¢I am the goddess Kolomayi, once the honoured deity
of the Travancore people. The floods have brought me
here, and I rested from my journey till you disturbed my
slumbe:rs. It is well known how the gods serve those who
rudely awake them.” ' o

In fear and dread the men besought her not to curse.
them. ’ o

« What can we do to serve you? Tell us and we will
be your slaves.’ ' o

‘Set me up and build a temple over me,’ réplied .

Kolomayi.
They hastened to fulfil her command, washed away
the mud “with which she was_encased after her long

U
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entombment, and pla'ced her upon a pedestal of stone.
The broken arm, on being restored to the image, healed
miraculously. A goparum was built and a pujari was

!

found to take charge of the new temple. The ryots =

brought offerings of fruit, camphor, sugar, and butter, and
prepared to do pujah. The terrible voice spoke again.
‘ You must sacrifice a child to me. I am not to be

appeased by gifts such as these.

‘Her words filled them with dismay. The pujah was '
left unperformed while they returned to their homes to
_seek the advice of their women. Long into the night
they sat by the fire under the big banyan tree in the centre -

of their village, holding council with heavy hearts and
perplexed minds.. At last an old woman arose and said:

¢«Pah! foolish men that you are to bring this evil ‘

upon us ! but since it has come wesmust rid ourselves of

it as best we may. To-morrow take beams and boards to -

the temple; and there, before the open door, let Kolomayi
see you making another raft. Now depart to your houses
and sleep in peace. At sunrise carry out my instructions

and all will be well.” A ‘
The next morning they began the raft with much

‘noise of saw and hammer. -When the evening came they .

heard Kolomayi’s vdice.
- ¢What are you doing?’ she asked.
*We are making a raft.’ :
- ¢What for?’

. “That you may continue your voyage on the river
towards the sea which is but eighty miles away, and the,
flood is full and strong.’ ' |

_*Why do you wish me to depart? Have I not pro-|
mised to protect you if you sacrifice at my shrine?’.

*Our wives bave told us that they are not as fruitful
as ttfe women of Travancore; therefore they will not
- permit us to offer you our children.’

A DEMON, A FUNERAL, AND SOME SNAKES +201
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¢ What, then, do you offer to your gods?’ asked the

. demon.

‘We give. them goats, of which we have plenty.’ '

Kolomayi was silent for a space. The raft journey
followed by the long ‘entombment in the mud was not a
pleasant memory.

‘.You may substitute goats for children when you offer
sacrifice to me,” said Kolomayi., ¢And I will bless your
lands with double crops, but the goats must be as black
as your own children without a single spot of white.’

So she was allowed to remain in her temple, and ever
March a feast is held in her honour. A pujari i,s supposeg

to be filled with the afflatus or divine essence of the

lglt.)ddess who feels, speaks, and manifests herself through
im. ’
Kolomayi's pujari stands upon a raised
that he may be seen by all Whill)e the sadriﬁctf ?ftfglr:)?):l S;Z
II]?L(]G. It is a disgusting orgy, with revolting ceremonies
mingled with the amusements of a country fair, Hundreds’
of .bla,ck goats are driven in from the villages round
Trichinopoly. I used to hear the flocks bleating as the
passed my house in the night under charge of a goat-herdy
The animals are led up to the pujari singly, Water 'is 
sprinkled on the head, and as the creature shakes itself to
throw off the drops, an attendant swings round a heav
sword ‘and decapitates it with one blow, The bleediny
pea.d is caught up and presented to the pujari, who séizcg
it eagerly. Placing his lips to the artery he presents all
the appearance of drinking the blood. It is impos;sil;l
to say whether he does so or not. - If he does not hi
must have some secret method of staunching the bl,ood)
for the bleeding ceases when he throws the head aside ’
All day long he continues his ghastly feast II1

clothes as well as his body become’ saturated Wi;;h ths
crimson stream, and the crowd shudders as it beholds thi

.8 ve
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. insatiable appetite of the demon. There is no doubt that |
“ he is under the influence of some powerful drug; his wild
- bloodshot eyes, his eagerness to receive the heads, and his '
- insensibility to the presence of the excited crowd that ¢
surges aroutd him point to the fanaticism produced by
bhang and datura poison. . o 5

" The body of the goat is returned to the owner, who?
prepares a curry, which is eaten as a love feast by the
family party that has accompanied him. All night long'{1
the excited worshippers remain in the streets uttering !
short staccato cries of Ah! Hah!’ drawing in the breath |

- with the first syllable and sighing out the second. Sweets, '
coffee, arrack, and toys for children are sold at temporary |
stalls, and the festival is turned into a fair that Iasts"
several days. - i

- The English residents usually played tennis or some
outdoor game between four and six. As I did not join |

in these games I spent the time in visiting the Eurasians o

. and taking evening drives. Sometimes I went into the .
town, left the pony-cart and wandered about the evening !
_ba,za.ar, and down'some of the parrow streets. The shop- :
keepers brought their wares into an open space befote |
the old ruined palacewhere the last Hindu queen lived.
The strangest articles were exposed for sale, all neatly
spread out upon mats laid upon the dusty ground. I saw
91(1 glass, crackéd and discoloured; old brass, copper and .
iron articles, lamps and candle-shades, native garments, |
.caps, shoes, betel-bags, toys, fans, sweets of native manu- |
facture, and a hundred other objects of no great value, )
but affording hours of serious bargaining between buyer
and seller. The crowd was good-natured and amusing if

ather redolent of garlic and oil. There was nothing to

fear fI'Ofn Hindu or Mohammedan but infection. ]

In tlm'es 'of ‘cholera. it was not safe to mix with them, !

_ nor was it inviting. The careless, contented expression ’
. :

‘ ? . : ’ \A(‘(}
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was gone, and each countenance bore an anxious harassed.
look. The goddess Kali was angry and would assuredly
kill them all if she were not appeased. The prolonged
onotes of the funcral horns never ceased as body after
body was carried to the burning or burial ground. Columns -
of blue smoke rose from huge fires that. were lighted for

* the purpose of disinfecting the tainted parts of the city.

The beat of the tomtom told the story of frequent pujah
done to the malignant demon. At such times it was best
to keep away.  Cholera is no respecter of persons, and it
rarely disappeared after a bad visitation without claiming
toll of the cantonment. One or two fell victims, struck
down with awful suddenness, dead and buried before the
news of the illness reached those living at a little distance..

On two occasions I lost servants. It was the same in
cach case. They came to their work in the morning as
usual, and were in the midst of the performance of their
duties, when they were seized with pain. It was followed
by 'symptoms of biliousness. A few hours later they were
convulsed with cramp and before midnight . death had
claimed them. Natives and Eurasians frequently collapsed
from terror and despondency. They gave up hope and
their friends ceased to apply remedies. The chaplain’s
ministrations to the sick Eurasians were physical as well
as .spiritual. At his urgent request the efforts of those
who were nursing were renewed, and not rclinquished -
again until the patient recovered or death ensued, which
last happened too frequently. ' :

In the town of Trichinopoly I felt in much closer
touch with the natives than in Madras. The people of
the intand cities have been less influenced by contact with
foreigners than in the seaports. They are indifferent to
the presence of the European, and pursue their vocations
as though no stranger were near. If their curiosity is

roused they stop to stare, and possibly to ask questions;
1o S e
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otherwise they go their ways with ﬁnconcern.

the road with wailing ‘and eve
-the wayside devil-stone or tem
his pujah careless of those wh

cocoafints and recites muntr

flowers. He

watches his odd ritual. Mohammedans kneel on their

- sprayér-carpets by the road side, with thoir faces towards
" thé settin

tions.

As:I sat and sketched T.had opportunities of seein

_ Various things that escaped the observation of the devotee
of . tennis, " Landscape painting always puzzles native:
Their.own art is highly conventional, and they have ver
little notion of perspective. When they look al a paintin
they seem unable to distinguish the sky from the grounc

- or understand which, is the top of a picture and which th
bottom unless there is a very distinet figure 7\ it. TK
-Presence of an Englishwoman sketching always excite:
the curiosity of the passers-by, and most of them foun
time to come and look over my shoulder. They did n
harm ; but at such close quarters they were not alway
‘agreeable by reason of what I have already mentioned.
One day I drove out with a friend some distanc
beyond the old Wortiore cantoiment to sketch the rocl
fs;froﬁ; -the north side. We found & charmning view fron
& road’ that ran along the top of apn embankment? Thi
‘evening sun lighted up the old fortress and touched the
-town at its foot. Tn the middle distance were broac
stretches of cultivated fieldg of a rich green, intersecte
* With pools of water reflecting the tints of ‘the sky. 'Ir

Through
the streets passes the wedding. procession with beat of

drum ‘and playing of pipes. The dead are carried along
ry sign of bitter grief: Ate
ple the worshipper performs

1 0 may have the curiosity to
stopsand look on. A pilgrim in fulfilment of a vow breaks

1 ums before an qil-anointed
- image, upon which he has placed a wreath of jasmin

, t00, takes no notice of the stranger who -

g sun, and say their prayers with many prostra-

.
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he foreground was the rankt large-llcc:;:rzi ;ege%ag;osr; :txég
jar to a tropica .
i:s};({xr.gspf:;t:; fi:‘gil;e of the emba;kmentgr;df?g;?nt lt;(;
sound of a horn ca ‘
ili?:z::’iaiof f)efs\e?sgzri;?: It was blown at int%r;ali) :1-12(;- :vvzz
i beat of a tomtom. e $

Lc?om%?nfd ;I:J};c%;ngl(;jr the road we hgd tra..ve.rsedf. 1':?;
iv'ldeg bzcalr)rll)e uneasy. She had a curious dislike ofr tho
Lneyv- artly instinctive, and partly on account ob ;
[}'&tlf LS’SIL rc);se to her feet and walked down the embank-
i t e*l;he fields. Feeling nothing of the same pre-
fﬂef}t lfi . ained seated and continued sketching. .
e rCIﬁ roved to be a funcral procession. T. 19;

The I,)&t:l?;.tpof an old man. It was garlanded W{th
b{)e?r’ld\;: ba.nd jasmin flowers, and was parltlf); ci;(;r:jdww .
. nd hands being left e .
i clo(‘;héthspf::e' :nt(ii:: ?1gier,, sui)ported upon the
e e F bearers, who were chanting a monotonous -
§h0u1.ders . hant. Two men carried long horns made of
l{lartlculate ;'ch they produced notes like the hoot of a
e Wh} d had a drum. Behind the corpse \_va,lked
molor. it ﬁi mourners, whose voices were occasmna'llly;
P ieod in lelgd lamentations. It was a strange scene, Wit :
e Olll)edecked body of the old man stretched ou
e e d and gold bicr, the clean white garments of
o e res stained here and there wit-_h the red dust
the' fOll;WGI’had thrown upon themselves 1n the ecstasy. of
N t'eg the brilliant colour of the sky, and the r;c}(;
itiziraftmlaa’ndscape. The party approachecio slrcx)lx;/ly’, r;r}xle

ti s they came up .
Ehzmezgazggicdiezfg :1s1 eycg were directed upon vthe
g i nd.

strang:(ﬂilse&;izd ;%z?d%h:hgri:hole party sidled up close

Wixt fo(; their flowing garments to 'couchh m];:, ::r(:,
fgrl% forward to look over my shoulder. The bea
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on the further side were as eager as the rest to get a .

glimpse of the precious paper I held in my hand. TIn
their endeavour to see the picture they tilted their uncon-
- scious burden so that he rolled slightly on his side. For
a few moments I was speechless from surprise and appre-
~ hension lestthe body should be precipitated into my lap.
At the hasty words, ‘Gol go! go!’ in their own language
they moved on like obedient children, the bearers resuming
" their chant, the mourners their wailing, and the horns
" and drum their melancholy notes.. The transition from

grief to curiosity, and from satisfied curiosity to grief, was

the oddest feature of all.

To the south and west of the cantonment are some
isolated hills composed of rock. They are not more than
three hundred feet high, but standing upon the level plain
they look imposing. To one of these I found my way
with Mrs.-F. F. Smith. Her husband was one of the
-engineers- in the South Indian Railway Company, and
later on chief engineer. He arranged for us to be taken
down the line in a trolly; from the railroad it was but a
short walk to the hill. ‘ '

- At the foot of the hill there is a small temple standing
1n & walled enclosure. The entrance of the enclosure has
tvyo giant figures of demons in place of gate-posts. We
did not attempt to enter the compound, but contented

-, ourselves with making a sketch at different points of view.

The guardian demons of the gateway attracted me, and
I sa't dqwn upon ‘a flat stone that seemed to offer a con-
venlent seat., It was immediately in front of the images.
In a few minutes there appeared a wild figure with long
tangled locks. He had a white cloth about his loins, and it
was his only gatment. He addressed me in excited tones,

- and explained that I must move from my seat. It was

on which' the offerings of blood were

~ the sacrificial altar up
‘Placed when pujah ‘was done to the images. I rose at
. f-’" o ,-55 & ) '
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once and glanced‘a)t the stone. It b?re dark Zte(min‘l.sdttz}?:
corroborated his words, and though the sun ha 1_1eh he
surface, there was evidence to show that the last pujah wa
ry remote date. :
nOt\?\EaZ;eiiflg round outside thfa wall of t'he temple con‘;
pound we came upon the decapitated bodies of t\\;;) g]r;)a. s
lying in a pool of crimson blood. They had recently bee

i ' d was intensely vivid.
 killed, and the colour of the bloo : ‘
l}{?lujea,h was going on inside the temple, but nothing could

be seen of it. - The heads of the animals were presented

to the idol; the bodies were subsequently divided between N

i ttendant.
he worshippers .and the temple attenc .
t eI“was oI;lI::e the spectator of a pujah done in my own
compound. The tamarind tree, that was supposed to

harbour a devil, had a devil-stone set up against its trunk. .

T sted on & platform built of brick and mortar.
%’\?geiiiﬁz izpair of thg bungalow was nearly ﬁm:jlhetd tl(;e
heathen servants of our establishment arranged to to
pujah to the devil, unknown to us. T'h’elr ob)t_act ;vas 0
propitiate him with offerings and to dispose him avolzr-
ably towards the whole household, 11’1c1ud1ng the master
istress. : B

ﬂnd;élﬁill:lstt}llf? building operations were going on we
shared » house with a friend in an adjomning cf)mpmrllx‘x};l.
One evening I returned from my drive about seven. e
dinner hour was eight o’clock. There was time to spare
for a stroll in the garden. T ca:ught f.;lg}‘lt ,c_;f a g‘roup
under the tree. The ayah observing said, Mlssus, come

d see.’ It was one of those lovely moonlight evenings
aJnhich .are the delight of native and Eu:ropean alike.
:;J’}mm was a flickering gleam on the other side.of the aloe

[ d
o jivided the compounds, and a cloud of wood .
hedge that V0 ire had been kindled bemeath ‘the

smoke arose.

tamarind tree. The sound of a tomtom rose and fell,

and figures moved to and fro through the g‘tpoke. The -

]
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picturesqueness of the scene was alluring. My curiosity
was aroused, and I crept to the hedge to -wWatch the
strange ‘mysterious rites which were about to be per-
formed. The aysh and butler, who were Roman
Catholics, were also gazing intently through gaps in the
fence. '

Upon the fire stood an earthen pot containing oil,
which was  already seething. The stone had been
decorated with garlands, and the platform had received
a coating of colour-wash on its sides in broad, stripes of
alternate red and white. On the surface of the platform
“was arranged a row of leaf platters containing various
offerings. The centre leaf held the head of a cock that

. had lately been decapitated. The people belonging to our
establishment, with their relations, stood round in a circle.
Their hands were placed together in supplicatory fashion,

the flickering fire illuminating their serious faces. The !

pujari was the coachman. He was bare to the waist, his
head uncovered, and his long hair hanging down his back.
I scarcely recognised him in such a guise. He began by
reciting muntrums. One of the syces handed him a ladle
of oil taken from the pot,and he poured it over the stone.
~ Someone gave him another wreath of flowers, which he
hung upon the dripping stone. During this performance
the assembly murmured something by way of response,
and’ bent their heads over their hands as if making
obeisance. It was quietly done in the still summer night
-of. the Tropics. The bats flitted to and fro, and large
‘moths hovered over the long grass-of the compound.
.The ayah’s voice at my elbow startled me. ‘Pujah done
finish now,’ she said. As I went back to my walk alang
the garden paths I could not help wondering whether it
had been so arranged that I should be included as &
spectator, if not a worshipper, in that heathen ceremony. *
‘ Eaf'ly.morning rides on a mount lent by a friend and
T .

. .
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sketching expeditions in the afternoons were plca.sa,nt
forms of recreation in between visits paid to the Eurasians,
choir-practices, services, and superintending the clothing

of the orphans. There was a boat at that time on the

Wyacondah Channel. Colonel Byng and his wife made
up some parties for expeditions upon the Qld c.a.nal. tI‘he
caladiums, pampas grass, and wild vegetation, 1nte’rtwme&
with masses of luxuriant creepers by the water’s edge,
ave excellent subjects for sketches. It was very warm
ander the shelter of the banks, and the water was muddy
and uninviting. At the upper end of the qana,l there was
a branch that was nothing more than a trll?utary stream.
One afternoon we pushed our way up tl'ns streamn and
were startled by seeing a snake swimming across. A
land-snake moves through the water w1t'h‘ the samme sex-
pentine motion that it takes on land and it§ head 1slransed
above the surface. The presence of the snake directed
our attention to the tangled bushes on tl}e‘banks. It was
easy to distinguish more than one ophidian form coiled
upon the pbranches that hung over the stream. A story

" was called to mind that three men boating on the

‘Wyacondah had encountered a snake at this very qut
and had rashly hit at it with an oar. The cobra 18
endowed with plenty of courage when attacked. The
cnake leaped into the boat and s_xmultaneously two' of the
men leaped out of it. The -third, who qould not swim,
armed himself with a stretcher an broke .the ba:qk of the
creature before it could fasten its fangs 1n§o him. The
story told- on the spotwwith the snake passing our bowg
resulted in & ananimous vote to turn back without delay.
» The native has an even greater dislike ‘and fear of
snakes than the European. The following letter was sent
astern paper for insertion : -
o 8»‘11 Silz,——l shc?ul% like to bring to notice of public through
widely geattcted columns o@f your valuable journal a per-
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adventure that overtook my personality whilsy taking

nocturnal perambulations on the road in order to caution:

‘fellow-citizens against simultaneous danger. Whilst
" wending my way along above said thoroughfarc in the
evening of the 22nd ultimo, and pursing a course as crow

flies towards my humble domicile, I was. suddenly and -

instantaneously confronted with monstrous hissing and
much confounded/in immediate vicinity. I first remained
sotto voce and then applying close scrutiny of my double
optics to spot whence proceeded above said disturbance I
was much horrified and temporaneously paralysed to lo!
and behold a-mighty enormous reptile of Cobra de capello
making frontal attack. My pedal appendages being only
" clothed in wooden sandals, I thereupon took to nether
limbs and beat hasty retreat (as stated in war telegrams),
or, in other words, made rapid retrograde movement by
locomotion of lower shanks though personally much
- courageous. , I should like to indignantly question—what
- are newly ﬁelected City Fathers cogitating that they
.shou}d not' take commensurate steps to relegate such
carnivorous animals to limbo oblivion and ensure safety
of pedestrians and foot-pads? Please answer me this
Inscrutable question, famous Sir!

‘ Praying for welfare and increase of filial bond T am.

I am most obedient Sir your ever obedient servant B. C. B.
N.B.—If this epistle is consigned to wastepaper-basket’

and no nét_sice taken of my humble complaint, I shall
memorate in other papers.” sea 0 o0 ¥

CHAPTER XXIII °
SNAKES AND EAGLES
1f one ask which is the more dangerous venom, that of & wicked man or

that of a serpent, the answer is, that however subtle the poison of a serpent
may be, it can at any rate be counteracted.by virtue of mantrams; but it

" ig beyond all power to save a pérson from the venom of a wipkcd man,—

SnoEa. .

TrE isolated hills of Trichinopoly are not peculiar to
that district. They occur all over the Peninsula. On the
Mysore platean many of them have a number of boulders
strewn at their base; others seem to be nothing but piles
of detached boulders and look like magnified heaps of
stones. Every hill has its demon. If no temple has been
raised for the purpose of propitiation and sacrifice, a stone
will be found set up somewhere close at hand, like the
stone beneath my tamarind tree, and pujah is done before
it. The performance of pujah to these demons follows no

* particular rule. "If the seasons are good and epidemics are
_absent in the neighbourhood the demon gets very little -

attention. Should the monsoon fail, the harvests be poor,
or cholera make its appearance, offerings are brought and

. muntrums recited to appease his wrath.

The scattered boulders at the base of the hills, lying
broadcast over the level plain, bringwts=fitlid -the story
told in the * Arabian Nights’ of tlie crieHiyintels who
turned her lovers into stone.* There are siml Honlders
and large ones, lying as if the knight and his horSg, \

fallen with his men-at-arﬁigs and - retainers-round HiA

“"v‘. e . M
A i .a-/'l o
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. just as the spell struck them. Vegetation grows rankly
between the rocks at the base of the hill. Bracken, giant

grasses, brambles, and cactus push their way through rift-

" @nd crevice. Over the hostile thorns the red gloriosa lily
twines its long arms and lifts its crinkled petals into the
sunlight. The brilliant- scarlet’ creeps over the yellow
tint as the flower warms in the fierce rays, and by sunset

it is ruddy to its very heart. Tiny birds hop and twitter .

over the top of the boulders, dressed in the colours of the
lichen that patches the rock. When startled they stand
motionless and become invisible. Nature has taught them
that their moss-tinted plumage will prove a better pro-
tection from the hawking-kite and prédatory wild cat than
flight. Butterflies pass over the rocky, thorny surface of
the hill with enviable ease, as strong on the wing as birds.
They come to deposit their eggs on the vegetation, and,
having done so, they return to the paddy fields and jungle,
where the flowers are more plentiful. Overhead the kites
circle, swooping down now and then upon a snake that
has come out of this thorny lair to sun itself upon a slab
- -of rock. The monsoon winds sweep over the hill with
flash of lightning and roar of thunder, but the princes lie
there deaf to all sound and insensible to heat and cold
until the spell shall be broken.

The story of the petrified lovers is not current in India.
There is another legend to account for the presence of the
stones. It has several variations, but the main features
are the same, o

Before man reached southern India it is said that the
country was inhabited by devils, who were called Rakshas.
T'hey were evil.creatures of darkness, the source of alb
kinds of trouble to men when they settled in the Country.
They with the snakes are guardians of hidden treasure,
and they love wild solitary spots, which they still inhabit.
- Many of them were destroyed when the mountains fell, In

o _ o
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former days the' mountains flew aboutin flocks and obscpred
the light; but one of the gods cut off their wings with
a diamond sword, and since then the hills have.been
stationary. In their fall they buried Rakshas, dwarfs,
men, and all kinds of creatures, some of whom are still
alive, and may be heard to groan, or even move, when the
earth quakes. .

Some of the Rakshas cescaped, and as soon as the
mountains settled down they took up their abode in the
rocks. They preyed upon men and animals, devouring
them until not a living creature was left in the vicinity. .
There were two Rakshas, named Illavan and Vatapi, who
devastated the whole countryside round a certain hill in
the south, At last they were reduced to preying upon
travellers who chanced to come that way. Their method
was to invite them to supper. Being of a supernatural

. constitution, death had no-terrors for them. Illavan

retired with his brother to the cook-room, and there he
killed him and made a savoury dish of his flesh. As the
villages were deserted the unsuspicious travellers were
glad to avail themselves of the invitation given, and they
partook heartily of the excellent curry served up by
Ilavan. As soon as the travellers started on their journey
Tllavan called to his brother to return. Instantly he came
to life, rending and tearing those who had eaten him so
that they died; and no one knew how the unfortunate
travellers came by their death.

There was a Tamil pundit, named Agastyan, who
journeyed into far countries’ to learn wisdom. . He was

* returning from Tibet full of knowledge to take up his

résidence upon & mountain in Tinnevelly, near Courtallum.
He intended to devote his life to the instruction of the
young men of the south of India in medicine, astronomy,
and the worship of Siva. His way led him near the hill
where the Rakshas lived. é;mong other things he bad
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learned the story of their iniqui |
samod the story I iniquity from no lesg a perso
Illavan met him with the cust :

. : omary offer of hospitali
Z:lhxch was accepted.. ‘While the traveller rested the gvﬂ?
o ;ry vzr'a.ls prepared in the kitchen. The pundit partookd

eartily, for he was hungry. Immediately afterwards h

be . . . . .
ok gan his religious exercises, repeating prayer after prayer

mt;ntrum' after muntrum. He put on his sandals and s
?rl.; rl;nh_lusrsoui:thiplrardl journey. Still the muntrums fee;
, is lips. avan called to his brothe i
13 . r a :
252,11111, 1but _Va,’tapl was powerless. under the striirt::thar:)c*
dissolo % n'nan S prayers. In due course the Rakshoa Wa,:
Qies ;,:tin a,l;hlfn 11:;he gundlt turned upon Illavan and curse(i
. , e too died. The bones of the t
petrified, and were scattered oot o
' , s abroad at the foot
2115 there they had lived, and may be seen toot-hiosfdta,he
ofgaz gfgsciz:c%CourTllum, where he still lives on the to};
i Sible peak, rapt in religious contemplati
. . LI .« t )
. }Sgn t:ne Nilgiri h}lls the demonsoare said by tlEl)e;anl:tl"l'.'es
ol Engll?n}:st.of white complexion. Since the arrival of
e i sh the demons have retired to clefts and caverns
, ~none can find them, and they never show them-’

- selves, as they are afraid the white people should lay a

spelé'upon them. '
has ﬁlg] gglileng{oc%: at Trichinopoly is a solitary hill that
n the history of our struggle with the French
In;ltia.' it is so called from
- ; t is a mass of irun-stor
swe:; oirgrwsh ;o ;ts.elf the lightning of the storms ti?}?:é
N Il)afam. It is believed that untold wealth
st 'Venomouscs e t, but the treasure is guarded by the
wealth in oon inﬁ& .is. When a rich man dies and his
brned o kerl ed by others, it is said that he is
snake and guards his property in that form.

€en m ‘
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treasure in .the Golden Rock, but the gearchers have been

* driven away by the appalling number of cobras they have

encountered. The sun heats the rock, and the snakes are
drawn to the crevices, where they can feel the warmth,
‘and yet cscape the sharp tolons of the kites. It is unlikely
that anyone, having treasure to conceal, would place it
where he would not dare to claim it again. The Hindus
believe, however, that-no snake can bite the holder of a
rod madé from the pao da cobra, the serpent-wood. If

. treasure were ever placed in the keeping of the Golden

Rock, it is possible that its owner relied on the power of
his snake=wood rod to recover it. Therc are two kinds of
wood from which the magic wand may be made. One is
the marsh-date palm ; the other is the S trychnos colubring,
a highly poisonous plant, which yields the nux vomica of
medicine. The natives say that the snake will flee at the
sight or smell of either. (
In spite of the offer of rewards made by Govern-
ment for killing snakes, the great ophidian race is in no
" danger of extermination. The rocky hills are safe asylums
for all kinds of reptiles. It is not every Hindu who will
turn his hand against the serpent. In many parts of the
Coromandel Coast cobras are regarded with veneration,
and are worshipped, but not to the same extent as on the
Malabar Coast. Women usually perform the pujah, which
consists chiefly of feeding them. Milk, butter, and fruit
are placed near their holes. They come out readily, and
grow tame with the familiar sight of their superstitious
benefactors. There is a Tamil proverb that says, ‘ Give
‘ag much milk as you like to a snake, you will only get
poison in return.” If by an unlucky chance a foot presses
one of them it turns and buries its fangs in the ankle.
Or if the careless wanderer approaches too near the hole
where the eggs are lying, the cobra will strike at the

intruder without further provocation.
. & X

3
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I was once gathering grasses in a compound in .

" Bangalore. The feathery heads werc uscful for decorating
the drawing-room. They grew luxuriantly, and were of -
every shade of delicate brown and green. "I was near j
& masonry culvert which conducted surface-water away -
from the carriage drive. As I was about to put my hand
down to gather another stalk, I saw a cobra only a yard |
away with its hood spread. It had raiscd itself and was |
gently swaying backwards and forwards, making ready to
strike as soon as the hand was lowered to its own height.
I.stepped back, and it dropped to the ground and slipped !
into the dense grass. Its colour harmonised with the
brown tint of its surroundipgs. The polished surface of
the scales gleamed with reflected light, and the black
markings of the spectacles on the hood stood out clearly, .
a fortunate circumstance for me, as it was that which
first attracted my attention. In its healthy vigorous life
it was a beautiful creature. In all probability it had its |
eggs laid somewhere inside the masonry, where the warm
stones retained their heat sufficiently to hatch them. The
egg is white and blunt at both ends. The shell is not so ‘
hard as that of a bird’s egg. I was presented with one-
at Trichinopoly by a gentleman who had pitched his tent
" over g large clutch of cobra’s eggs. They were buried in
- the sand and were not far off hatching. I made no
attempt, like Jerdon with his crocodilo’s cgg, to hatch my
gift, but broke it open and found the young cobra like
& young bird considerably developed. Tts head and eyes
were large out of all proportion to the rest of the body.
Natives believe that snakes have feet, and are able to
use them when they have any real necessity. A proverb
says that, ¢ The snake knows its own feet’ The belief in
thf.e existence of feet has probably arisen from the wonderful
agility which it shows when it is frightened and attempts
to escape. Tt no longer glides along the ground, but
-]

1
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raises its body in curves, and .pr0pels itself v:;thha. Coif}ll{;
screw motion by pressure against the ground where the
coil of its body touches. The movement 15 sugges kv
of leaps taken by the aid of fget. A large r:ith tsrtm e,
perfecﬁtly harmless, and which might have beel'l eft to gg
its way in peace, was once pursped'thr011gh my cqxllllpmar; 1
by & band of excited coolies. Ag it sped alf)ng the ed 8
of the carriage drive, out-distancu‘lg the yelling enemzr., i
had the movement of a rope twisted by a rotary n:in ion
of the hand. Where it touched th(? ground the sand was
ushed into alittle ridge. Not bemg_trouble.d‘mth hzu;
?nstink:tive antipathy to the serpent tribe, I re]ome% tha
‘the poor thing escaped. The coolies were of a dlf etrlent,
mind. They intended to‘ put it in the .curry-pot, 1 1iy
had succeeded in killing it. Its flesh is said to be quite
* glotm}safiiifextult to understand how a snake can drink
milk with a cleft tongue. It manages to 1mb1b£ tpte
liquid somehow. Of all the offerings presented' 1 (}17 its
worshippers, milk finds the_ greatest fz_wour, and. wil . I11'a.w
it from its hole when notihmg else VVIH‘ tempt 1t. sri
. is'a belief that a snake vs_nll suf:k the .m_ll'k from a cow, bu
with such a tongue this is an 1mp0551b11?ty. —
According to legend, the tongue of ?he serpen }slvas
not always slit. In the old mythological days, there
- isted upon the earth with Rakshas and.demons. a race
E}f{ terrible serpents. 1t was through their audacity that
. the curse of a split tongue. descended _upon the whole
- gpecies. The legend relates that certain treasrurcs were
ch;st during a deluge that drowned the WOI‘ld.. The go?g
were anxious for their recovery. A.t th;}t period the wgr
was surrounded by seven copcentnc_ cxrcl}lar seas.‘ Ee
of these was of milk, and 1t was in this ‘sca that the
treasures were submerged.

Vishnu turned himself into a tortoise and .st:t;g:ped

i
'
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~ himself a,t the bottom of the ocean of milk. The gods
assisted by the demons, twisted the great serpent Vasuki
- round, the mountain named Mandara, and placed the

mountain on the back of the tortoise. They divided

“themselves into opposite partics, and using the serpent as

a rope, they churned the sea with the mountain, the back
of the tortoise serving'as a pivot. The first thing recovered
was the amritam or nectar, which conferred immortality
upon all who drank of it. The demons, eager for its
possession, contended with the gods for the precious liquid.
In the struggle that ensued some of the amritam was
_spilt upon the earth. Tt fell upon the sacred coosham
grass and the serpents licked it up. As they did so the
grass slit their tongues as a punishment for their temerity.
Tver since then the tongue of the snake has been forked.
The old race of serpents have long since departed. The
only sign left is the rainbow, which was formcd by their
dying breath as it escaped from their bodies and rose

- hem enwards. :
The head of the snake is said to contain a small red

pearl, which is highly prized as a charm. It brings
the wearer good luck. T never had the good fortune to
possess such a treasure.

The treatment of snake-bite is full of superstition and
devoid of common sense. Charms and the repetition of
muntrums are relied upon 1mp]1mtly with the application
~of the snake-stone, which ig & porous substance of the
nature of pnmice-stone. or calcined bone. It is supposed
to draw out the poison if bandaged tightly upon the
wound. If the paticnt dies after these remedies, it is
considered that his death is the fulfilment of .the will of

the gods, and what is written by them cannot be effaced
by man from the book of fate.

The natives believe that a snake hears and sees with .

its eyes only, and that it cannot do both at once. If it

o

e
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listens it ig,blind. If it usesits eyes it is deaf to all sounds.
The snake charmer plays his pipes by the side of the
white ants’ nest, where the cobra has its lodging. It hears
the strains of music in the dark cell and is attracted by .
the sweet sounds. Still listening if issues from its hole,
blind to the presence of its hereditary enemy, man. The
music draws it until it is within reach of his grasp. Then
comes the rude awakening with returning sight. It is
seized by the neck too close to the head for it to turn

and bite. Its fangs are drawn and its poison-bags

destroyed. The warm dry cell in theants’ nest is exchanged
for the cold draughty prison-basket, and the unhappy
snake meets with an ignoble end in an unequal fight with
the snake charmer’s. pet mongoose. Sympathy is surely
with the music-loving serpent ! ,

The snake charmers are clever in their ha’ndlmg of
the snakes and seldom get bitten. They are supposed to
render themselves immune to the poison by inoculation.
Nevertheless, they prove vulnerable sometimes. A snake
charmer, who practised the trade of conjuring as well,
was bitten by one of his own cobras and died from the
effects. It transpired that the man wasintoxicated at the
time. He was handling his pet carelessly and must have
hurt it somehow.

Natives divide the ophidia into castes. They use the
four original divisions which were apphed to themselves—
Brahmin, Kshattriya, Vaisya, and Sudra. They believe
that the snakes observe their caste distinctions as rigidly
as human beings ; and that they never break their caste
by interbreeding, or by sharing the same hole with one of
lower caste.: The cobra and the bis-cobra, the most
dangerous of the hamadryads, are of Brahmin caste. The
bis-cobra prefers the jungle to the cantonment, which
is fortunate for the gardener, as it is said to be of
rare courage, and will act onﬁthe offensive at the very
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commencement of its acquamta,nce with man.- »It does not

wait to_be hurt or even-insulted before it attacks. With
those corkscrew coils it will pursue at a pace that needs
a good sprinter to keep his distance. I once met a man
who had been so chased. There was one moment which
he had no desire to live over again, and that was when
he was in doubt as to whether he was gaining on the snake
or the snake was gaining on Him. If it had been the
latter, it is unlikely that he would have lived to iell the
story. The natives believe that if the bis-cobra is cut in
- two, a head will grow on the tail half and a tail will grow
on the head half, so that there will be two snakes instead
. of one. ’ :
" Thousands of people die in India every ycar from
snake bite. The mark of the fangs upon the flesh is
sufficient evidence to prove.the causc of death. They are
not difficult to make artificially. Poisoners are well aware:
of this, and the serpent bears the blame of much evil that
might with ]ustlce be charged to man.

Visitors to India mgake no special study beforehand of
. the conditions’ of life in the Tropics. They are under
& vague impression that the country abounds in tigers
and snakes, and that both these terrors will haunt their

T footsteps at every turn. They look for a cobra sitting

" -erect and combative upon the doorstep with its. hood
- spread; and they expéct to hear a tiger roaring in the
distant ' jungle beyond the confines of the cantonment.
I went through a quarter of ‘a century in India without
seeing one of the royal. beasts at large ; and the snakes

I have encpuntered”’ might -be numbered on my fingers. -

Yet in a place like Trichinopoly the cobras arc never “far

off and may be easily found.

, A visitor.who had been'in the country for a few months
expressed his dlsappomtment at not having seen & snake.

- I undertook to gratify’ hlB curiosity at once. It Wwas

<
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a moonlight.night, and I led him towards a depression in
the compound which a recent shower had temporarily
filled with water. Treading softly, and on my part very
gingerly, we approached the edge of the water. He had
the satisfaction of secing a snake that was frog-hunting
glide away into the swamp. - . .

The enemy of all snakes is the eagle. In England it
is a rare sight to see one soaring and wheeling overhead,
with outspread wings that never seem to beat thc air.
Alive or dead it fetches a high price, In India it is not
worth the expense of powder and shot. It is as common
as the crow, although not quite so much in evidence.
The eagle tribe, including kites and vulbures, spends its
time in “the dazzling blue overhead, where it is invisible to
the human eye. I have watched the sky over the barracks
in the morning, when the meat rations were being served
out. No sooner did the barrows of beef and mutton
appear, than flocks of cireling birds came into sight as if
by magic. They were chiefly the brown species, the true
kite and the Brahminy kite, which last is more correctly an
eagle. Ihavealsoseen the hideous vulture, distinguishable
by its bare red neck that gives it the appcarance of being
half plucked for roasting. It has a bold sinister eye when
it alights, and it shows no fear at the presence of man,
scarcely taking the trouble to stalk away at his approach,
Its disgusting predilection for carrion should fill it with
shame, and cause it to sneak away like the jackal ; instead
of which it will swoop down upon a bit of flesh only a few
yards from your feet with the impudence of the crow.

The eagle tribe is furnished with terrible claws which
are curved and of great length, Tt strikes its living prey
with its feet, and the cruel claws dig deep into the soft
flesh, penetrating the vital organs and causing death by .
internal hsemorrhage. With the snake the claws are less

successful, and the reptile is not so easily dispatched. The
(1]
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bird catries it to a gréa\t;‘heigl‘lt and lets it fall t& the
ground, dropping itself close behind it. The snake is
a tender‘bodicd-ereature, with o delicate backbone that is
rea:?lily bfoken by the stroke of a slight cane. A fall from
a height paralyses it, if it does not kill it outright, and
the snake is eaten before it has time to recover con-
., “Hclousness. . :

It is strange that the Hindus should hold sacred the
natural enemy of the snake. The Brahminy kite is sacred
to Vishnu, and is known among them by the name of
Garuda. Like the snake it is honoured by a kind. of
pujah which consists chiefly of feeding it. Pieces of meat
are thrown into the air with the repetition of muntrums,
and it is believed that Vishnu will reward the good action.
Garuda is the emblem of the infinite. Itsconstant move-

_ment in a circle is symbolical of eternity. The sight of
a Brahminy kite in the morning, especially if the day be
Sunday, brings good luck. Many a Hindu takes the

** " trouble ‘to walk some distance to a spot where he is certain

to sec the bird so that he may be sure of good fortune.
It is one of the handsomest, though smallest, of all
eagles. . Its plumage is a glossy chestnut with white on
-the breast, neck, and head. The wings are pointed with
black, which enhances the rich tawny colouring of its back.
It is the only eagle whose size and appearance commends it
as a po<ible pet. It might make itself useful as well as

ornamental by killing the snakes in the compound, as the

cat earns its living by destroying the mice in the house.
Appedrances are deceitful, however ; there is something
gbout .the beautiful Brahminy kite which renders it
Impossible as a pet. Being of the samnc carnivorous mind
as the vulture, it smells if anything a little worse than the
Cooum River. .

The note of the bird is a plaintive cry with a trembling
_at the end of it, as though it were on the point of bursting
T (2]
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into tears. Its articulation is ¢ kiang,’ with the prolonga-
tion of the last syllable. In the days of the gods Garuda

‘served as & steed for Vishnu. In addition to this duby 1t

did the washing for the deity, and continued its servif:e_ up
to the advent of the kali-yuga, one of the Brahminical

" ages.

With the coming of the kali-yuga, the world entered
on an iron age of misery and misrule. A great upheaval
of the Universe took place, and there was a terrible flood.
All mankind perished except Manu and the seven holy
men known as the Rishis. They were saved with their
Wifres, Vishnu himself piloting them on the face of the
deep. The waters subsided in time, and the earth was
repeopled by the children of the Rishis. When the holy
‘men died they were fixed in the firmament as the seven
stars in the constellation of Ursa major. Their wivcs are
to be seen in the Pleiades. . )

One day Garuda departed to the tank as usual with ~
the week’s wash. During his absence the kali-yuga
dawﬁéd,"aha the whole face of the Universe was altered.
‘When he returned he was utterly bewildered by the change
that had taken place. He searched everywhere, but he
could find no trace of his deity; the gods were gone from
the earth for ever. .

He still flies about in his fruitless search, calling for
his god and carrying the clothes round his neck, as any
Hindu can sce who looks at the bird. IIis melancholy
distressed cry for Vishnu will never cecase. If he found
the god he would not recognise him, for in the awful birth
of the kali-yuga Vishnu himself was changed from white

to black.
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carrying 2 motly variety of weapons—bows and arrows,
Elizabethan blunderbusses, curved Oriental swords,

" daggers, lances, and loaded staves. This disorderly
crew rushed upon the enemy with yells and screams.-
Fach man acted on the initiative, without any regard
to his companions or to his leader. The mancouvres of .
the army seemed to be comprehended in the one word,

CHAPTER XXIV
¢ Charge!’ The English withstood the charge, and were

- CUDDALORE AND PONDICHERRY R left masters of the field with two. officers and & dozen of
of Sfr?yare of becoming attached to any country which is not your own, or the rall.lk and file killed. The enetny lost & hundred and
Ing any master who is a forcigner; and leave a guru, who can-do g'ou B i1in killed (1711).

_“Barely half a century after the founding of Fort St.

George at Madras the Company’s servants decided that &

- ON the Coromandel Coast is an old
nde 4 seaport town called)
/ C}xddalore.. Tt is in the distric(" of Sout}}?l Arcot, about & { settlement was desirable at or near Cuddalore. The cotton
hundred miles south of Madras/ Near it & river runs out f materials monufactured in tho viligos o7 oy, and
_ greatly in demand at that period in Xurope, and

Into the sea over a broad shallow bed full of sandbanks; P were
“and the sea breaks upon the shore with a violenée that | commanded a good price. They were not procurable in
. “has proved more than once an effectual protection to the ! Madras, and could only be bought at Cuddalore, Porto
town when enemies have attempted to land. ' ' Novo, and Pondicherry. An attempt was made to open a

no good.—SLoEA,

The locality is full of interest. The : ! factory at Porto Novo, but: it failed. The French were -
Cuddal ground round y ( ]
uddalore has been bathed in the blood of Europeans _ in possession ab Pondicherry, which town they purchased
from the native ruler (1672). The Dutch had established

a;ld nfatiVes, shed during the many struggles that took
E_a,;:{e or supremacy. The contests, in which Europea;ns
0ok 8 part, began at an early date in the history of

" themselves in premises which they rented ab Cuddalore.
' Phe attempt to hire a similar block of buildings in

bBliitiSh‘ India. The first conflict arose over two officers . Cuddalore that might be adapted proved incffectual,

pii;);l;;lsgbtot}tlhe (‘Jonvzpany's‘ garrison. ‘They were taken _owing to Dutch jealousy and intrigue, and the English

b Gingz,e :nn:%n;ng Ra,]a:h of the district and carried were obliged tlc:i , (llgok glsievs;here. In their scarch !;hey

" the history of,S o ortress inland that figures often in - discovered anold disused fort near the mouth of the river,
 wos 8 collisionoset Arcot. “The outcome of the incident on the oppo§1te bank to qudalore, b.llt furt.sher down.

, ariny of the Ml Wefgl the Company's trgops and the . The fqrt ?1&({1 bfﬁn bm}t by ?tnc(:lh Hln(;u mzrchamt

Europeans. * Th . was a novel experience for the . named Chinnia for the purpose of trade. W’ en Aurung-

: ey went out in regular formation, armed zebe advanced southward intent on conquering the whole

Peninsula the Hindu merchant gathered together his

with pikes and guns. Th

‘ . e army that opposed them w.

.C?mPoseq of a. rabble mob, wearing I1)1]?) uniform ar?s ey e e Th 1¢igning Fajab was roedy

L - ® left empty and deserted. The reigning Rajoh was ready
- 0 | |

L
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to sell to the,foreignér that which was neither his own
‘Property nor of any use to him. Elihu Yale was

Governor of

Fort 8t. George at the time. He quickly

came to terms, and entered- into possession forthwith in
the name of the Company (1689). He gave it the title of

- Fort '8t. Dav

id, whether after his own Welsh patron saint

= or after the little son whom Lie had so lately lost history

does not say.

A B

It was conveniently situated, being out of sight of the
Dutch ard heviag a waterway connection with the sea by

, means’ of the®iver which washed the fortifications. In
- addition to the buildings and earthworks, the English
purchased the land on which they stood. The extent of

the settlemen
, shott’ from a
obtains in th

the wild tribesman was
obtain the latest pattern

'session of a g

knows that by this means

boundaries.’

T
‘St.G
longest range
St. David, T
and a careful

despatched by

cannon-balls

occurred. Th

t was to be decided by the firing of ¢ random -

cannon, a truly Oriental method, which still
e north among the frontier tribes. When
asked why he was so eager to
of rifle, being already in pos-
cod weapon, he replied : “Surely the Sahib
alone can we enlarge our village

here was some exciteinent in the.giinroom at Fort -
corge when the order was received for the gun of the

and for the best gunner to be sent to Fort
he range of the different guns was tested,
selection made.. The chossn canron was
Sea with the most expert gunner. The

0] were thrown out from the ramparts in a
semicirele from north to sout

.+down. {The line included som
others. Oné wond
of demarcation §
cattle and goats
been ‘made, so it

h and carefully marked
e villages and intersected
ers how the villagers liked this methiod
or themselves as well as their wandering
- No complaint i§ recorded as having
° may be presumed that no casualties
¢ villages thus obtained are known to this
o :

/
o

!
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i > The origin of the
s ‘the cannon-ball villages.” ° '
(tl:gﬂ?lz Wetween the English and natives, which resulted

"in the first battle, occurred through those divided villages.

j manded rent and kist for the portions that
E;;f)nl;:éa;rg;erly to the English. The nmtte(a; was {in'allly
gettled by the purchase of the whole by the lonzﬁ? §O.f N

The boundary line was marked by the p atn g of o
hedge some thirty feet wi@e. The fortlﬁcfa 1?ns e
rvp::ired; warehouses, dwellings, and barraclxsk“ erci) Wder:
aﬁd the earthworks were tunnelled to madf.z P oo
O o Eore bt the ensihwrorks Tomain.

1 ave disappeared, bu :
g};;i;}'mciz léescribedpg]us in the Manual: ‘Thta ctxlllo;z
littte barrack-yard with the wrettch.e;l /(:f:;n;i Iflz shero
the European soldiers were quartered, :

n ways, alluded to by Orme, are In
SUbfie.rrgénszitagngﬁ The }l,a,tter seem to have gone com-
g(lmtelxrrJ round the fort under the glacis, and to have fqrmed
r éme;ms of . communication for the garrison ; Whll(.} ;,tt;
:hort intervals other little galleries, running off ateglgas
ancles and terminating in powder-chambers, t;er\‘rmupr
m-ilxanes. At the south-eas{(:1 corner of the fort the gallery

rater’s edge.’ -

o '%?Z?i\tgrtgea“sleepy ba%kwater near the fort; but in- -
lan(i ;t forms an important watercourse. At a certain

* time in the year the torrent rushes dowr: from the Mysore

i cat body, sweeping everything 'before it.
' gfizgg;:ll; ﬁxre bridge)s of both road and®railway ar}e,
carried away. The flood comes suddenly and may c::tc 1
the unwary dhoby asleep on the sands. . At such z: }llmi,
he has to run for his life, with. barely time to sna ?11 ;
his money and jewels hidden in .the sand by his pi t% aé'
‘When the river is not in flood, 1t 1s & peaceful vs.tream mue
meanders over the gleaming .yellovs{ gg,nds 1‘1ke.ad e
ribbon. Buffaloes wallow in its shining pools, un
S
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dhobies spread their white garments to dry on the warm
sand of its bed. Fishermen wade waist-deep in the
stream and cast their nets Wwith inimitable skill. The
shoals of small fish look like living bits of silver as they
are drawn out of the water. They are of a muddy flavour,
but much sought.after by the natives for curry. Gulls
fly over the surface of the pools with melancholy cry.
Sandpipers run over the shining mudbanks lower down,
where the water is brackish and where the recds grow,
and tiny sunbirds flaunt their metallic tints in the brilliant
" sunshine on the banks. " )

There had been a ‘wash-out,” as the railway people
familiarly term a flood, a short time before I paid a visit
to Cuddalore. The road bridge, a fine erection with many
arches, bad been broken in the centre and the heavy
masonry piers partly demolished. Enormous blocks of
stone and brickwork were found some distance down the
" bed when the waters abated, showing how great had been
the strength of the flood. On my way from the station I
had to cross in a boat, as there had not been time- to
repair the bridge.

In one of these floods a passenger train on the South
Indian Railway was' feeling its way along the line in the
‘hands of a careful European driver. He arrived at one of
tlge bridges. The water, breaking all former records, was
just b(?ginning to flow over the top. As his engine passed
on to it he felt a sfrange trembling of the structure. It
was the work of a'moment to reverse the engine and back
-oﬂ:. No sooner did he regain the embankment than the
bridge was carried away with a dull roar of crumbling
masonry, and the river rushed on its way unimpeded by
arch or pier; it was a narrows.escape for the unconscious
passengers. : ‘

When I visited the fort it was nothing but a group of

deserted mounds, overgrown with coarse grass and those.

[
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tough milky-juiced plants that come under the order of
Euphorbiacee. The juice is sticky to touch and acrid to
taste. The name is said to have been derived from
Euphorbus, a physician to Juba, King of Mauritania. If
the character of the man of medicine was in keeping with
the character of the plant, he must have been an ex-
tremely disagreeable person. The black goats do not
seem to object to the Euphorbia. They poke their long
noses in among the plants and emerge chewing. Whether
they eat the objectionable plants or find something more
palatable underneath I cannot say. ) :

% On the glacis of the fort facing the river a bungalow
had been built. It was occupied by the European mis-
sionary.; Fortunately for himself he was away in the dis-
trict a good deal; otherwise he must have felt the
loneliness of the situation. Trees have been planted and
a garden laid outround the house. Beyond the compound
boundary the vegetation' is rough and thorny. There is
an old piece of the fort wall near the bungalow which
has been utilised as a support for steps down to the river.

" The desire to explore is strong, but the thought of snakes

kills the desire at its birth. If any warning is necessary
it may be found in the monument put up by Dr. Busteed,
C.LE., to the memory of his little dog Nettle. The dog
was bitten by a snake among the ruins.

\ In its palmiest days the fort was never strong; and it
was too small for the force that was required to protect
the property of the Company at Cuddalore. There wag
no room for enlargement or further strengthening. As
long as attacks from natives only were expected, it
sufficed ; but when the TFrench, under Lally, brought
their guns to bear upon it (1758) it easily fell into their
hands. The best of the troops had been withdrawn to
protect the interests of the Company i Bengal under the
leadership of Clive, and the remnant left to garrison the

9
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fort were for the most part invalids, veterans, and pen-
sioners: *

/ The French settlement Qi_l?é)%tbc v.is.on.the.coasty—

a few nules noxth.of Cuddalore. 11s town and Cuddalore
were made the unfortunate objects of retaliation between
the two nations. When Lally took Fort St. David he
gave the inhabitants three days to clear out, and then
blew up the place with gunpowder, destroying three gate-
-ways and making breaches in the ramparts. A few years
later the English took Pondicherry (1761). They revenged
themselves for the demolition of their fort by razing the
French town to the ground by the same means. It was
done-under the direction of Josiah Dupré. Mr. Garstin
says in the Manual of South Arcot that according to

" Voltaire, Dupré was the grandson of a Frenchman, who

was a'refugee after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
When one of the Roman Catholic priests remonstrated
with Dupré and accused him of severity, his reply was to
the effect that Lally had given the inhabitants of Fort
St. David only three slays to turn out, whereas he had
given the people of Pondicherry three months.

Between the fort and the Company’s garden-house was
a room’ built by the Danish missionaries, and used for
a school during the week and for services on Sunday.” It
stood in a garden, and on the top of the roof was s little
cross. Some Roman Catholic fugitives took refuge in the

room, hoping that they might be spared, as they were of

the same religion as the conquerors.” The French were

told that the chapel was a Protestant building, and that .

?h¢ r‘efugees were not Roman Catholics. Without {further
Inquiry they set fire to it and burned it to the ground,

their native allies cutting the unfortunate people to pieces
as they tried to escape. s

With the proclamation cif peace the damaged towns of°

A Pondicherq and Fort St. David were restored to their

Q
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respective owners. Fort St. David was repaired to a certain
extent, but a great portion of it was too much injured to
be capable of restoration. Pondicherry was rebuilt on lines
laid down by the ambitious Governor, Dupleix, which
would have made it the handsomest cityin India. Sonnerat,
the naturalist and friend of Buffon, was there at the time.
He speaks of the beauty of the new town that rose on the
ashes of the old Pondicherry, and says that it surpassed
anything that had yet been seen on the Coromandel Coast.

. Tt was barely completed when war broke out again.

Under the plea of assisting Haider Ali, the French
appeared before Fort St. David and Cuddalore town, where
the English had sntrenched themselves us well as in the
fort. The Tinglish made a counter attack on Pondicherry.
They took the new town and utterly destroyed it (1778).
Tt cost them a large sum of money to demolish the hand-
some buildings, and one cannot but regret the necessity
of its destruction. The French captured Fort St. David
for the second time (1782), and in return for what the
Hnglish had done to their town they completed the work
of demolition and left the fort a heap of ruins beyond
possibility of repair. Then came peace with the usual
restitution of property. :

For the third time war broke out, and Pondicherry
was again taken (1793). It was, however, a very different
town, poor and insignificant compared with its short-lived
predecessor. It was occupied by British troops for some
years, and restored to the French at the signing of the
treaty of peace in 1816. :

Perhaps the most cruel of all the acts of the French was
thedhanding over to Haider Ali of a large number of English
officers anfl men—soldiers and sailors—taken by the French
Admiral Suffrein in a sea fight off Cuddalore. It must

" have beentknown by that time what kind of fate they would

meet with',"q,ut the hands of Haider. They were marched on
R Y
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foot in the heat of June from Cuddalore to Seringapatam,
their wounds undressed and their supply of food and
water utterly inadequate. At Seringapatam they xvere

put into irons, the officers fettered indiscriminately to

" some of the roughest and coarsest of their men. Their
scanty food was of the very worst kind. Many succumbed
to their inhuman treatment as Haider intended that they
should. Theremnant that survived were released in 1785,
‘after three years of terrible suffering, with others who
had been taken prisoners many years.previously. The
wonder is that they had strength to live through such an
ordeal. Nearly all were naked when they were releascd,
and many of the earlier prisoners had long been given up
as dead. '
Among other treasures lost in the destruction of the
“second Pondicherry was a fine collection of natural history
specimens made by Sonnerat. He had travelled as far as
New_Guinea for the purpose of forming the collection,
and had brought it to Pondicherry to be shipped to Paris.

Pennant, in his ¢ Eastern Hindoostan,” relates a curious °

incident connected with this collection. He says: ‘On
January, the first, 1779, the Deuz Amis, a small French
Indiaman, was wrecked near my house. Among other
letters found in it was one from M. Sonnerat, containing
a sum total of all the plants, animals, birds, &c., which

he had collected, and full of exultation in his good fortune.

f.[‘ lent it to a friend, who took it into his head to forward
it by post to Le Jardin de Roy [at Paris] as an insult on
the*French nation, and so [he] deprived me of what T
should have esteemed an interesting piece of history.” -
_ Lally’s fate was sad, and calculated to raise pity even
in the .breast of his enemies. He was recalled to France
:.md t.ned for mismanagement of the campaign. He was
imprisoned, and finally beheaded. When he hcard the
sentence he threw up his hands in despair, demanding of

I ;
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his judges if this was to be his treatment after forty-five
years of faithful service for his nation in the East. He
broke out into imprecation and abuse of the men who
had passed the sentence. It was of no avail. He was
led to the scaffold, and, lest he should address the people
on his way there and endeavour to enlist their sympathy
on his behalf, he was gagged and bound.

Dupleix, the Governor of Pondicherry, a man of
unbounded ambition, and who would undoubtedly have
become the master of the Coromandel Coast had he been
properly supported, suffered from the ingratitude of his
superiors. He was recalled, and his place was taken by a
man who was utterly incapable of standing at the helm
in such troublous times. Poverty and disgrace were his
reward, and we may surmise a broken heart as well.

&It was at Fort St. David that Bernadotte, afterwards
King of Sweden, was taken prisoner. He belonged to
the garrison when the fort was in the hands of the French.
The English attacked it under General Stuart. The
garrison made a sortie, and he was one of the party sent
out. Bernadotte had a romantic career, although he was

» himself of an unromantic turn of mind. He was the son
of a French lawyer of Pau, and was destined by his father
to follow the law. A spirit of adventure prompted him
to run away and enlist. e went to India, and became a
sergeant in the Regiment of Acquitaine. In the sortie
he was wounded as well as taken prisoner. The com-
mandant of the Hanoverian regiment, ‘Colonel Wagen-
heim, took a fancy to him and invited him into his own
camp, where he treated him with great kindness. When
he had recovered from his wound Bernadotte was réleased
in exchange for English prisoners. He rejoined the French
army and-rose rapidly from the ranks. When only
twenty-eight years old he was made a colonel, and a year
later he was put in command of a brigade. He distin-

® Y 2
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guished himself at Austerlitz and was created Prince of
Ponte Corvo. . ) :
When he entered Hanover witk the victorious French
troops under Napoleon he met his host of Cuddalore days
at the levée. He recognised Colonel Wagenheim and
greeted him warmly, repeating his expressions of gratitude
for the kindness shown to the unknown French sergeant.
At this time Sweden was full of trouble, which
involved the loss of Finland (1809). A year later
Europe was electrified by & request from the heirless
Charles XIII., backed by the Diet, that Marshal Berna-
dotte might be made heir to the throne. The honour
was accepted, and he was given the title of Prince Charles
John of Sweden. He was not idle in his exalted position.
Through the foxce of his arms Norway was conquered and
came under the Swedish crown. There it remained until

* recently, when by a bloodless revolution the monarchy of

Norway was restored. Bernadotte arranged the constitu-

. tion.of the government of the two kingdoms under one
. ruler (1814-5), and when Charles: XIII. died the French

Marshal was crowned king as Charles XIV. He married
Désirée Clery, a lady of the same family from which
General Cornelius Francis Clery was descended. - Henry
‘Clery, the great uncle of the General, migraft-ed to France,
where be entered into the wine trade at Marseilles. "One

.- of his daughters married Joseph Buonaparte and became
- Queexf of Spain. The other was Désirée, and she was

the grandmother of the present King of Sweden. It is
said that Désirée refused the great Napoleon when he was

, @ young and unknown officer in the French army.

The house in which I stayed was the old gardea or
factory hotse of the Company. Originally it was without
an.upper storey. The walls were seven feet thick and the
roof domed s0 as-to render it bomb-proof. Lord Valentia
mentioned it in his ‘Travels” He went through South

: e ,
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Tndis just gfter the country had come under the rule of
the Company.

The natives never quite understood what was meant .
o by that mysterious Board of Directors on the othér side

of the globe. When Lord Valentia came to India they

were under the impression that the Company was an old:

woman and that the Governor-General was one of her
numerous family. The arrival of the noble traveller was
announced to the Vizier of Oude as  The Lord Wellesley’s
sister’s son and the grandson of Mrs. Company.” Liord
Valentia wrote thus of the Garden House: * The factory
house is a chaste piece of architecture built by my
relative, Dinmond Pitt, when this was the chief station of
the British on the Coromandel Coast. It has a noble
portico, and had a terraced roof that pleased Mr. Lally so
much that he carried it away to Pondicherry.’

If the house was built by Pitt it is probable that he
laid out the garden as well. He was a great gardener,
and frequently mentioned his horticultural experiments in

his letters home. As I wandered among the flowers with

my kind hostess I thought of the redoubtable old « Pirate

°Pitt,’ as he was once termed by the Company before he

became their zealous servant. At the time when he

directed the familiar méli, or Molly, as some pcople call

the garden coolie, the forest was close to the house and
required cutting away. When cleared of jungle the soil
was good and only needed water to be productive. 1'rom

. his letters we learn that vegetable-seeds were sent out
" from England. Country ships brought plants and seceds !
~ from China and the Straits. Men like Sonnerat, Bulkley,

Andérson, Roxburgh, and Jerdon were .always ready to
help in experimental agri- and horticulture.

We dined in the large central room over which therc
are now a drawing-room and bedrooms. The story was
told of how the French surprised some English soldicrs,

<
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who with their officers were quartered in,the house. |
They were taken prisoners, disarmed, and placed under a
guard. The Frenchmen then proceeded to explore the
building. They discovered a quantity of Madeira and |
brandy in the storeroom and forthwith refreshed them- -
selves. Half an hour later they were all completely
intoxicated, including the guard that had been set over the |
prisoners. One of the Englishimen managed to free him- f
self from the rope with which he had. becn bound and set |
his companions free. They recovered their weapons and '
took their captors prisoners, disarming them in their turn, |
and tying their hands. As soon as the Frenchmen were :
- sober enough to walk, they were marched off to the fort,
where they were held as prisoners until they were
exchanged.
There is another and more gruesome story of the:
- assassination of seventeen Frenchmen in the’ dmmg-room
. by the English. - It was said by the native servants that .
the ghost of one of these men walked, but I could not
_ hear that the spectre had shown himself to any European. '
—~'The old town of Cuddalore is about a mile from the
fort. The factory and warehouses of the Company were!
fine buildings, and a great number of troops were’
cr®wded into the barracks. One of the streets is named:
after Clive. )t was the scene of a quarrel between Clive
and Fordyce, the chaplain, who for some’ reason had
abused the other behind his back. The words were:
uttered in the house of a Dr. Belsches who lived in the.

- street; they were repeated to Clive, and he gave his traducer:

a thrashmg just outside the house. Fordyce complained’
to the council, and an explanation was demanded. When'
~both sides had been heard the council blamed Fordyce
and reprimanded him. e was annoyed at their hostile!
attitude and left the council chamber with dxsrespectful
. remarks, for which . they susPended hlm Clive wan
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exonerated from all blame in the matter, It was in Fort
St. David® that the gambling incident occurred when
Clive refused to pay losses which he averred were due to
cheating on the part of the men who were playing with
him.

‘When the wars were ended the barracks at Cuddalore-

were used for the Invalid Battalion. Here the old
soldiers of the Company found rest from their labours.
They ¢ married into the country * and lived comfortably on
their pensions. There were Hanoverians and Swiss as
well as Enghsh ‘When the De Meuron Regiment of
Swiss mercenaries was disbanded many of the men went
into the Company’s Coast Artillery. Like the English,
they married the women of the country, as the register
books testify, and settled there permanently.

It was at Cuddalore that Forjett (or Forgett), the man
who saved Bombay from disaster in the Mutiny, was
educated as a boy. Hisfather was a pensioner. He died
and left his boy to'the care of an old friend and comrade
named Hillier, Who.sent the child to the barrack school.

-Tt was a good school, and had a reputation for giving its

pupils a better education than was to be obtained from
others of the same class in India. Forjett profited by it,
being of a studious disposition. General Conway hap-.
pened to be passing through Cuddalore and remembering
Hillier, who had served under him, he went to look up his

old sergeant-major. There he saw young Forjett. The

appearance of the boy pleased him, and he offered to take
him to Bombay, where he was going, and to find an
appointment of some kind for him. Hillier accepted the
offer gratefully, and shortly afterwards Forjett entered the
police service at Bombay. He rose in course of time to a
high position in the force. Douglas, in his ¢ Western
India,” tells the story at length of how Bombay was saved
from the horrors that overtook other towns through the

.o
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promptness and foresight of Forjett. He was the proto- -

‘type of Kipling’s * Strickland Sahib,’ the man fho could

* speak the language and assume the garb of a native with- -
~ out detection. It came.to Forjett’s ears that the sepoys .

-

‘were holding seditious meetings at a certain house in the

fown belonging to a native. The officers of the regiment, '
like many others similarly situated, were not only un- .

guspicious, but they reposed absolute faith in their men.

To convincé them that they were wrong, Forjett arranged .
. that they should overhear what passed at one of these ;

- meetings. -The result was that timely arrests were made

and the town was saved. The merchants and tradesmen .‘

of Bombay recognised their indebtedness to Forjett and

showed their gratitude by.the gift of a substantial sum of

money. : :
The town of Cuddalore, that once hummed with

Jilitary life and'shook at the cannon’s roar, has sunk into

quietude. It has its bamaar with stalls of vegetables
and meat, shops of brass, copper, and tin ware of rough
country make, a * Europe goods ’ emporium, where ribbons,

§ardines, cheap looking-glasses, &e., may be bought, and
1ts to<‘idy shops. Groups of placid natives haggle and ;
bargain as though time had no value. Marriage pro-

cessions pass t%lrodgh the streets, and the dead are carried
out to the burial-ground. Over all shines the wonderful .

tropical sun, turning the yellow sand to ‘gold and the

whitewashed walls to gleaming marble. In the azure of -

the sky, Garuda circles, calling for his deity as his eye is

cast earthwards in search of a meal. Happily there is no ;
battlefield with str?cken horse and bullock to bring him :
down and tempt him to forget his sorrows in the terrible

feast,

- A few tough old pensioners occupy the bungalows in

th? old town that were oncc the residences of the English
officers, '

e

They find recreation in fishing, and in an.

: : A
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occasional spree when they brew trouble for themselves.
The race ‘will die out, but their reputation will last long
after the old fellows are gone. The memory of the wars
of a century or more ago is green among the natives of
the south, and they have a wholesome respect for the
British soldier. When he is drunk they fear him more
than a little. The uproarious laugh that follows the joke
as he strolls along with a boon-companion is a sure sign ~
to the timid Hindu that Tommy Atkins has had too much
of the fiery arrack in the toddy shop. .

There was an old pensioner at Trichinopoly who
occasionally found himself in trouble. He used to send
to the chaplain praying him to come and .extricate him
from his difficulties. He had a Furasian nephew who
tried to keep the old man in order by hiding his trousers.
On recovery from one of his ‘sprees,’ as he called them,
he wrote & pitiful letter begging for an old suit. His dis-

. respectful nephew had deprived him of his clothes, and he

was ‘left in a condition not fit for a gentleman. It was
impossible to walk abroad like & dirty Mohammedan in
pyjemas.’

A pair of white ducks was sent, and a day or two later
a visit was paid to the old Irishman. He was rcpentant
and excused himself on the score of having received his.
pension. He had bad a few glasses of drink, and feeling
rather merry and light-hearted, he had fastened a brass
pot round his neck with a bit of string, and had played
a little tune on it with the door-key. ' As he walked along’
the bazaar, sure, he thought he would give ’em a bit of

‘song to cheer 'em up. But the natives had got no music

under their. black skins. They took offence at his song,
and the police locked him up. 'When he had paid his fine
and had gone home his rascally nephew took away his
trousers. His reverence really must speak to the boy

. seriously. It wasnot the proper way to treat his old uncle.

&
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¢ Sure, sir, there was not the leastest bit of harrum in
" the song at all, at all. It was a very good song,‘all about
ould Oireland. T’H just smg you a versg of it that you
may see for yerself.’
A Eurasian boy in the school at Trlchmopoly thus
deseribed the British soldier in an essay:
‘The soldier has to learn how to fight and how to
° shoot and how to drill. He works all the morning in the
guard-room. When he is not on duty, he and five other
soldiers take a carriage and drive round the town. - This
is their favourite amusement. They stop many times to
.drink, and at the end of the afternoon they are quite
drunk. Then they fight the natives in the bazaar until
the police take them away. It takes many police-peons
to‘catch and hold them. Ten peons on each side are
hardly sufficient for one English soldier when he is drunk.
‘When his time is up in this country he returns to England
-and is made a lord.’

sl :nyx\

CHAPTER XXV - -
GINGEE AND ITS GHOST. .

The quality of gold is known by means of the touchstone; the strength
of n bull is known by the weight it will carry; the character of a man is
known by his sayings; but there is no means by which we can know the
thoughts of a woman.—SLOEA,

GINGEE, the old rock fortress of North Arcot, is not as
easy of access as towns like Cuddalore and Pondicherry,
which stand upon lines of railway. It is, therefore, not
visited by the ordinary tourist. The Government official
‘who goes through the district with his servants and tents
has an -opportunity of seeing it in the performance of
his duty. Mr. Henry Sewell, with whom ‘I was staying,
had just returned from one of his periodical tours. . His
wife had accompanied him, and-she had much to say about
the old fort that was of interest.

The fortifications extend over three rocky hills that
are in close proximity to each other. Being perched up
on high, the fort has not suffered such terrible things
at the hands of its enemies as Fort St. David, which
stands on level ground. Gingee was once a place of great
strength ; it was the home of the ancestors of Sivajee,

- <ut not his birthplace, as has sometimcs been stated. As’

early as the year 1382 it was a stronghold of importance.
The date of its foundation is not known ; it is conjectured
that it was built early in the fourteenth century. There
is a legend connected with the event which ascribes the

&
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foundation to a worthy Naick of Conjeeverum, a town
some forty-five miles distant, on the plain of the Coro-
mandel Coast.. . :
This Naick, whose name was Tupakala, was a ‘devout
follower of Vishnu. He possessed a garden which he
tended with love and care.. The flowers grew and
bloomed luxuriantly. Being a worshipper at the temple
_of Conjeeverum, he dedicated his garden to the deity
“Varada ‘Rajah Swami, the pig incarnation of Vishnu.
Every blossom that arrived ‘at perfection without blight
from insects or weather he presented at the shrine. One
day his servants came to him in terror with the news that
a boar of enormous size had entered the enclosure and
was rooting up the plants: The Naick called for his bow
and arrows, and hurried to the scene of devastation. His
garden was well-nigh destroyed. In furious anger he
chased the mischievous beast from one corner to another,
,shoo?ing his arrows at it, which it always succeeded in
evading. Finally it escaped unhurt from the garden, and
went off towards the jungle. The Naick was determined
to kill it lest it should return and renew its depredations.
He followed closely at its heels and it led him into the

jungle. He kept pace with it, and whenever he had an’

opportunity he discharged an arrow. Every time, how-
ever, he drew his bow, in some mysterious manner the
beast escaped injury. _

) At length the pursued and pursuér reached the hills at
Gingee. The boar ran up the hill on which the temple
now stands; the Naick followed closely. Suddenly a
cleft appeared in the rock and the boar entered. As it
did so its shape changed, and Tupakala found himself in
the presence of his deity. The god informed him that

» hfz had assumed the shape of the animal and ravaged
- his garden tfo test his fidelity. He had purposely led him
t9 this spot that he might point out to his faithful follower

-
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a place where he desired a temple to be raised in his

honour. ¢ It was to be dedicated to him as Varada Rajah ' *

Swami, the pig avatar or incarnation of Vishnu.

- The Naick prostrated himself and expressed his
willingness to execute the order of the swami., At the .-

same time he explained that excepting his beloved garden
and beautiful flowers he possessed no riches. It would
cost money to build a temple such as would be worthy of

the diety. Vishnu directed him to pay a visit to an

ascetic, who was living on one of the hills close by.
This ascetic had spent his life in searching for the
wonderful plant that has the same property as the philo-

{pher’s stone, of turning certain objects into pure gold.

He had discovered the plant and brought it  home to his
hermitage on the rock. The leaves required boiling, and

“& holy man had to be thrown into the infusion, when he

would instantly be changed into gold. While the ascetic
pondered on’ the means of procuring a holy man for his

e§periment the Naick appeared, and told him of his adven- ~
tt

re and the commission which the swami had charged
him with. The hermit said nothing, but he divined from

the incidents that had occurred that Tupakala must be a .

devout worshipper of the deity and a holy man. He
determined to make the experiment at once with the
wonder-working plant and sacrifice his visitor. Bidding
the Naick be seated, he built up a fire and prepared. the
infusion. As soon as it should boil it was his intention to

_seize the stranger and plunge him into the caldron.

Ag the Naick sat by the fire the evil that was in the
mind of the ascetic became known to him. He closcly
watched the water in the pot. At the very first sign of
seething he took hold of the ascetic and cast him into the
infusion. The water closed over him, and as Tupakala
watched he saw the body turn to a bright yellow. He
poured away the liquid and cut off a limb. It was of

o
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pure gold and solid throughout, a heavy bar of the

precious metal. .

He passed the night in the hermit’s cave, and at sun-
rise he rose and looked at the golden figure to see if it
were really true or only a dream. There was the body
shining in the rays of the newly risen sun, and wonderful
to relate the arm had - grown .again. Here was an
Inexhaustible source of wealth, and the Naick made good
" use of it. He built the temple and the great fort that
subsequently became one of the most important strong-
_ holds in South India. When the building was finished
and the treasury filled to overflowing, the wonderful image
of gold, whole and unblemished, was thrown into the
tank inside the fort, where it is said to be still lying.

Gingee passed from the hands of one ruler to another,
and then was captured by that prince of robbers and free-
booters, Sivajee, who held it for twenty-two years, and

who put in & Mabratta Rajah as Governor. - It wasabout.

this period that the two English officers were carried off
from Fort St. David and imprisoned there. Aurungzebe’s

troops wrested it from the Mahratta Prince (1698) and

occupied it for a time. ‘The French attacked and took it
in 1750, but it proved very unhealthy for the Europeans.
- During the eleven years that it remained in their possession.
they lost twelve hundred men out of the garrison. It
was taken by the English (1761), since which date it has
been. without & garrison. The fort has one of those
ho;nble places of. torture such as found favour with
Oriental rulers in the old days, and would be used again
were European influence removed. That at Gingee is in
' the form of a huge boulder which has a natural well-like
h_ollow. Intg this living tomb prisoners were lowered to
die of starvation. There is a similar kind of oubliette at

Trichinopoly in the form of a cleft of considerable depth

i9 the living rock. No one who was lowered into the
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cleft could get out without assistance. It is terrible to
think of the deeds done in those days by men who knew
nopity. Mutilation, the cutting off of hands, tongue, nose,
and ears were ordinary means of punishment for the lesser

~ crimes of thieving and lying. Impaling, starvation, and

imprisonment in places unsuited to human health and life
werc the reward of the greater crimes. Manucei, the _
Venetian doctor who was at the court of Aurungzebe for
many years, mentions them. He treated many patients
whose noses had been cut off, and gave them substitutes
for the lost member by peeling down a portion of the
flesh of the forehead and fashioning it into the semblance
of a nose. He speaks with some satisfaction of the
success of his efforts, and says that the result was good
and the disfigurement much lessened. It is as well that
the hoary old rocks cannot relate what they have seen
and heard. Their tales would make the blood run cold.

The natives believe that ghosts and demons haunt the
deserted fortress. Mr. and Mrs. Sewell were in camp for
gseveral days at the foot of the Gingee rock. At night as
soon as it was dark strange sounds came from the direction
of the fort. They were like the cries of some forsaken .
creature left to starve and die in the prisoners’ well on the
rock: The camp servants declared that they were the cries
of ghosts and devils. Being of a practical turn of mind
Mis. Sewellreceived their assurances with scepticism. The
peons were disturbed that the mistress should think that
they were telling ¢ lie-words,” and to prove the truth of
their statements they brought an old man from the village
to support them in their story.

» He bhad a terrible tale to relate. Many years ago
when he was a boy his grandfather went up the rock one
afternoon alone ‘to search for treasure. While the sun
was above the horizon he was safe, but the moment it
touched the earth and disappeared every evil spirit awoke

®
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in its full strength and payver. His grandfather, absorbed
in his task, did not notice how the light was fdding, and
" he was overtaken by darkness in the midst of his search.
The old man remembered how they listened and watched
for him as night came on™“with its tropical swiftness,
growing more anxzious each minute that passed. Sud-
.. denly a horrible shriek fell upon their ears. It was
followed by cries such as might still be heard after dark.
All night they listened and watched, not daring to’ climb
the rock, their blood curdled by the screams of the demons.
Tt was not until the sun was well above the horizon that
they ventured to look for the old treasure-sceker. They
found him dead with every bone in his body broken, and
his features mangled and crushed beyond recognition. It
was evident, quite evident, said the ancient villager, what
had happened. His grandfather had encountered the evil
. pirit that guarded the treasure, and it had killed him.
The cries were to be heard every night while Mrs.
-Sewell was there. They-were uncanny and could not be
. accounted for. Jackals abounded, but no jackal could
have shrieked in that manner. Their cry is unmistakable.
Neither did the sounds come from a leopard nor from
a tiger or wild cat. T&@ peons were triumphant with
- their ghost and devil theory since no otber solution could
be suggested for the mystery. ) e A
Some months later Mrs. Sewell was travelling by-rail
towards the hills. She had to change at a certain station.
Buddenly she was startled by the sound of a cry. ‘The
Gingee ghost !’ she exclaimed.
Led by the uncanny wailing she went in search of the
demon. Standing on the platform, half hidde= by a pile
 of luggage and fruit-baskets, was a cage containing a
- couple of baby hyanas. The mystery was.solved and the
demons stood revealed. - In later years I heard that self-
same cry on the Nilgiri hills below Dodabetta. It was a

L
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weird scream of a nature to suggest a devilish origin.
Remembering the story of the Gingee ghost, however, I
was able to assure the timid servants that it was not a
devil. : : /
Natives believe that evil spirits assume the shapes of
animals. The sight of the hymna would not have brought
conviction to their minds that the disturber of the night
was nothing but a hungry animal. Soon after we arrived
in Trichinopoly a murder case came before the canton-
ment magistrate. A villager had killed an old woman, a
stranger, who was travelling south, begging her way
along. The poor old body had been forsaken by her

* family, who had gone to Ceylon. She was in search of

them. The man was in his field having just finished his
day’s work. The sun had set, and it was the moment -
when the devils of India are supposed to awake and go
forth on their errands of mischief and spite. He saw the
old woman approaching and. took her for a devil.
Snatching up his marmotty, hé rushed at her and slew
her on the spot, in the full belief that he had conferred a
benefit upon the hamlet by his prompt action. This

. was the only reason and excuse he could offer for his

conduct. ,

Although many Europeans died of disease and were
killed round the old Fort of Gingee, there is no sign of a
cemetery to be seen in or near the place. A piece of
ground must have been set apart for that purpose, as was
customary at every stition occupied by -Europeans,

. whether English, French, or of any other nation. Pro-

bably tombstones.were erected over the graves.to mark
thewpot. If this were s0, the monuments were destroyed
when the fort was given back to the native Prince. The
stones, no longer protected, were carried off 'by the in-
habitants of the town that lies at the foot of the hills.
The Hindu discovered long ago that a monumental slab

® Z
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makes an excellent curry-stone. Caste scruples have not
interfered with the preparation of curry-stiffs or the

building of houses with the spoils of a Christian cemetery.

A few engraved stones have been rescued in various parts
of the Presidency; numbers that might have borne valu-

able family records and preserved names that live in

history have been lost for ever.

Of late years Government has interfered to' preserve
old burial-grounds where Europeans have been interred

from desecration and destruction; and a record has been

" made of the most important of the names mentioned.

. " The great plain of the Carnatic lying between the
“Cororhandel Coast on the east and the plateau lands of |

- Mysore on the west was once studded with forts of

. various degrees of strength. Many of them have been |

utterly destroyed like that at Trichinopoly. Some are in

ruins like Fort St. David and Gingee. “A few remain |

intact like Fort St. George in Madras, although, as a place

of defence, it would stand little chance if the artillery of |

modern days were brought to bear upon it.

_The earliest were mere earthworks faced with sun- -
dried bricks. They were sufficiently strong to protect the |
u%ha,bltants from such aggressors as were armed only with "
pikes and bows and arrows. When the more warlike
Mahrattas descended upon the Carnatie from the north- °
west, they took possession of the old mud forts without -
difficulty, and pulling them down, rebuilt them with :
d.ressed stone. Their method of building showed con-
siderable military skill, and it has been conjectured that ',
they had  Europeans among them to teach them the art -

of fortification. .

One of the best specimens of fort building by the |
Ma,.h‘rattas.ls to be found at Vellore, whither I went to pay .
& visit during my residence at Trichinopoly. The fort is
sxtua@ed on the plain near some rocky hills which at the |

[*]
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pex;iod of its erection were too far off to command it. The
massive bfocks of stone that form the walls and bastions
were dressed with such precision that in putting them

. together no mortar was necessary. Each stone fitted like

the section of & puzzle into its place. The labour—most
probably forced—must have been ‘infinite to shape and
build on such a system. Walls and bastions still stand .
as firmly and symmetrically as when the builders left
them ; not by virtue of the blood sacrifices, too probably
human, that were made as the foundations were laid, but
by the consummate skill of the master-mind who directed
the painstaking mason. The evidence of this enormous
amount of labour is striking throughout the Presidency.
The stones had to be quarried and carried to the spot
where the building was to be erected. The earth had to
be excavated to form the moat that surrounded every fort
that did not crown a hill. There were no cranes, no
powerful engines to lessen the task. The toilers had

' nothing but primitive tools, strong ropes, and their own

strength to serve them. Thelabour force was unrestricted
by any limitations in the matter of age or hours. The
full wage of an ablebodied man did not exceed fourpence
a day. FHis wife was content with twopence, and his

children earned only half that amount. The length of.

the day of labour was from sunrise to sunset, and the
wages were paid in food at a valuation set by the
employer himself. * .

The fort -at Vellore is eloquent of the busy past.

" Bvery stone tells its tale. When finished it was reckoned

the strongest building in the Carnatic. A testimony to
its strength lies in the fact that it never fell to Haider Ali,

. although be blockaded it and cleared the country round it

of food supplies. As is usnal with Indian forts, there is’
a temple and a palace within the walls. Like that at
Dindigul the shrine was desecrated by the Mohammedans,
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who killed a cow in the adytum. The outrage was com- !

mitted when the Nabobs of Arcot ruled tht district. -
Close to the temple is & tank. Tradition declares that :
there is-a subterranean way from the tank leading out of:
the fort into the country and passing beneath the founda- .
tions of the walls and bed of the moat. Connected with
_, this passage there is a jewel chamber. The entrance to !
the tunnel is submerged, and when I looked for trace of
doorway I could see none. Once the water sank unusually !
low, I was told by a resident, and the entrance was un-§
covered. Tempted by the hope of finding treasure,
.some one ventured to explore the passage. He did not .
get very far. The presence of snakes drove him back,
and before he could summon up sufficient courage to:
repeat the attempt the water rose again and covered up
* the entrance. Tales of subterranean passages and hidden:
treasure are related of every fort and temple. Thd Hindu

% is a born gambler, and he will spend days in a fruitless

=~ search for what usually proves a will-o-the-wisp. If
treasure is found the secret is kept. ' '
The moat at Vellore contained crocodiles. Pliny .
relates that these reptiles were turned off into the moats
for~.the purpose of preventing desertions among thé
- garrison. Tavernier corroborates the statement, which
seems reasonable. The saurisn is undoubtedly a very
unpleasant creature for a swimmer to encounter. The
croc'odi‘le, common to moats, tanks, ponds, and rivers of
India, is better known as the mugger. It is the scavenger
of th- fresh-water world, as the jagkal is the scavenger’
on dry land. It eats fish, animals, and human beings.
Thgre 1s % horrible tradition that in the old days, when |
native pri.cos hunted the mugger, the best bait to draw |
the reptile rom his lair was & black baby. Th iling |
i y. e wailing |
of the deserted child never {ailed to bring it out. Many

.tales are told of men who have ventured within its reach, |
. ‘
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and have swum the moats in defiance of the mugger.
They have not always escaped. Some have been wounded ;
others have lost their lives. When the crocodile has
gecured his prey he does not consume it at once, but
buries it in the mud as a dog buries a bone.

In some parts of India the mugger is held sacred, and

is fed by its devotees like the cobra. The pujah is an act -

of propitiation. A power of evil is recognised in the
personality of the mugger, and its hideous appcarance
goes a long way to support the belief. The only indi-
vidual who prefers a request is the barren wonian. She

‘geems to think that it can assist her, a strange belief
considering that the reptile is her deadly enemy. Many

women going to the river or the tank to draw water have

been seized and carried off. Lying flat and motionless
- upon the river bank, or floating like a log upon the water,

the mugger escapes the notice of his victim. She stoops
to fill her pot: The grey log becomes animated with
hideous life. There is a sudden silent rush. The enor-

mous jaws close with a snap upon the tender flesh of a
‘limb, and before she can utter a shriek for assistance she

is drawn under water and held there until her struggles

cease. Then she is hidden away in the reptile’s larder.

Her companions have not noticed the tragedy, so quietly
has the undertaker, as Kipling aptly calls him, gone to

" work. Presentlyshe is missed and a search is made. No

sign is visible to give a hint of her awful fate. Her
water-pot lies at the bottom of the river out of sight, and
she is never seen again. Should vengeance in the shape

of a sportsman ever overtake the mugger and an unerring

btillet lay him low, the secret of the girl’s disappearance
is revealed. Her bangles and anklets with those of other
victims are found in the stomach. A ball or two of black
hair that once shone in soft glossy locks may also be
discovered with the jewellery.
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A party of the English residents of Trichinopoly
made an excursion to the Cauvery while I was there.
- A boat was procured and some of them went for a row
on the river. As they glided along a lady trailed her hand
in the water. Suddenly & log-like object came silently to
the surface scarcely a foot from the tempting white fingers.
- With a startled exclamation one of the rowers bade her
take her hand out of the water. The mugger disappeared,
sinking below the surface as suddenly as he had come up,

and was not seen again. The danger was over and the
matter was treated lightly, but there was a disagreeable

possibility about the incident which might easily have
turned it into a tragedy.
- A légend relating to the miraculous orxgln of the

-+ mugger may account for the veneration in which the .

- reptile is held, An ascetic of superlative sanctity took
*a vow that he would travel throughout the entire length
of Hindustan without making  his toilet. 'When. he
reached the end of his journey he stepped into one of
the sacred tanks: of the north and shook himself. ~His
. travelling companions that had made the journey as
passengers upon his person fell into tfe water. So
“imbued with, virtue were they from having lived so lpng

with their patron that they did not drown. They grew - »

and-increased in size and numbers until the tanks and
rivers were stocked with muggers.

Vellore was taken by the English (1761) during the
war with Chunda Sahib and the French. From that
time it was ‘an important. post between the Coromandel

Coast and MYSore In 1806 it was the scene of a serious.

mutiny among the sepoys. For half a century the

- Europeans had been busy evolving a serviceable native
force out of the raw material. Their efforts were attended
with marked success, and the sepoy proved an efficient

ﬁchtmg man. Inthe desire to.make hlm a perfect soldler
&
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the military anthorities lost sight of the nnporta.nt fact
that first and foremost he was a Hindu full of conserva-
tism. The traditions of his caste and his religion were
nearer to his heart than even life itself. He accepted the
uniform without objection, although it was different from
the dress of his ancestors. When it came to depriving
him of his castc marks and interfering with his turban,
wherein all his dignity and self-respect lay, he rebelled.”
Instead of the turban he was ordered to wear a head-
covering which resembled’ that of a low-caste person.
The belief was general throughout the ranks that this
was only the first step towards forcing Christianity upon
him. Colonel James Brunton, an experienced old officer
of the Company, warned the Commander-in-Chief that it
was unwise. His caution.was unheeded ; the first batch
of protesting sepoys were punished and the order was
rigidly executed.

One hot morning in July 1806 just before dawn the
smouldering sparks of discontent broke out into open
rebellion. The sepoys shot their officcrs and a considerable
number of European soldiers as they lay asleep in barracks,
and took possession of the fort. Within the walls was a
palace where the.sons of Tippu were in residence under .
the charge of a mlhtary political officer. The mutineers

“declared for the state- pnsoners, and called upon the eldest

Prince to come out and join them, a step, fortunately for
himself, he did not take. The English flag was pulled
down from the fort flagstaff, and.the Mysore flag, said to
have been handed out from one of the palace windows,
was hoisted. )
. A party of the 69th European Regiment, statloned at
Vellore, made a gallant attemipt to dislodge the rebels.

They succeeded in retaking the gateway and three of the
entrances under a heavy fire. The raising of the draw-
bridge was thus prevented, an importan‘t matter, as it

& -
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would have delayed the relief of the fort. The fourth
“and innermost gate was in the hands of the enémy, who
kept up so fierce a fire that it was impossible to take it
- without guns. The 69th also succeeded in reaching the
flagstaff, and a soldier attempted to haul down the
objectionable flag. . He was shot in the attempt. His
death did not deter others from the hazardous task. The
“Hlag was lowered by two men, who volunteered, amid &
shower of bullets. ' : i
Meanwhile s message had been promptly sent to

~ Arcot asking for assistance. Colonel Floyd's old corps, -

the 19th Dragoons, received the news just as they were
about to go on parade. The men, who boasted that they
- were ‘proof against sun and arrack’ and were the
¢ Terrors of the East,’ started then and there with Colonel
Gillespie (afterwards Sir R. R. Gillespie) at the head of
the force. On arrival at Vellore they found that they
~weuld have to wait until the galloper guns arrived before
. they could burst in the inner gate. While they waited

Gillespie at his own request was drawn up by a rope on'fo -

the.g_amteway, where he encouraged the men who held the
position, ‘ -

‘When the guns arrived the barred gate was blown in
under the direction of Lieutenant Blakiston, who gives a
+full account of the rebellion in his ‘ Memoirs,” and the
fort was retaken. Colonel Fancourt, who commanded
the garrison, was murdered with ‘twelve officers. A

hundred men of the 69th- also were killed and nearly as

many more were wounded. When the mutiny first broke
out, Colonel. Fancourt ran out of his house, which was
near the mainguard, to ascertain the cause of the firinge
‘He was shot down close to his own door. Mrs. Fancourt
hgd & narrow escape. With the help of her servants she
hid in a fowlhouse, where she lay half dead with terror
| under a hea}p of fuel until the Dragoons arrived. Another
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Englishwoman was saved from peril by a sepoy whose
wife was ‘her ayah. He took her to his barracks, disguised
in a long military cloak, and guarded her until the danger
was over. If help had not been so ready at hand, and the
19th so quick in responding to the call, the death roll
would have been far greater, and would have included the
English women. Fortunately the sepoys were too fully,
employed in holding the fort to find time to sack and burn
the houses in the cantonment.

It was thought best to remove the Mysore princes to
Calcutta. Probably the rebellion had their full sympathy.
The claws of the young tigers were growing and their
father's kingdom was close at hand. They had a large
pumber of retainers, many of whom attended the seditious
meetings of the sepoys. It was but natural that hope
should spring up in the heart of Futteh Haider, the eldest
of the four. Some years later one of these princes, a
pensioner in England, was a large holder of stock in the
East India Company, the Company that had defeated his
father.

The country round Vellore is rich in fields of grain.
The hills break the monotony of the plain and are
picturesque in their rocky outline, but they shut out the
air. On the top of Koilasghur, sometimes called Kailasa,
there is a bungalow. The site is suggestive of airy
breezes and a temporary escape from the fiery heat. Ap-
pearances are not to be trusted, however. The spot has
no water supply and the elevation is not above fever
height. In spite of these drawbacks the bungalow has
had occupants at various times, who have braved the .
dilemmas attendant on a difficult transport, and reconciled
themselves to the irregular visits of the milkman and the
dhoby. : ’

Buried in an old number of the Bangalore parish
magazine is the following story from the pen of -the editor,

- . o bt ]



-

L3
o4 . ®

346 ON THE COROMANDEL COAST

. the Rev. H. A. Williams, chaplain. Whether ‘it relates
to the house on Koilasghur he does not say.  *
*About 5 p.M. one afternoon twelve years ago the
general of a certain division galloped up to my house
. and told me that a very sad_event had happened in the

-station. The wife of the judge had fallen down dead. "

.On making further inquiries, I was infored that one of

" the court peons had just come in with the news and was
unshaken'in his statement. ;

‘ To understand the,matter aright, my readers must

know that the judge had built a house for himself on the

. summit of a high hill, which rose more than a thousand

feet above the station. It wasreached by a very circuitous*

and rough.road engineered by the judge himself.
¢*On asking the general if it would not be well to ride
up to the house and verify the fact on the spot, he said
. he fearcd it was only too true; and as it was getting late
and the next day happened to be Sunday, he thought
I had better make immediate arrangements for the funeral.
He also considered that it would be best to have the burial
~ in the evening of Sunday in place of the usual service, the
cemetery being two miles distant. '
‘Regarding the expression of his wish as an order,
I rode off to the town as soon as possible. On arriving
at the house of the church clerk, who was also the local
_ -undertaker, I told him the sad news and we proceeded to

~ business. First I asked him whether he could make

& coffie and have everything ready in time. He said he
- had on hand a large first-class coffin which wds made for
a man. As the poor deceased lady was on a somewhat
large scale perhaps it would suit. I was shown the grim
article and agreed with Him that he could not do better.
*I told him to send it up without delay, as it was heavy

- and the hill on the side facing the town was precipitous, ‘

it was ten miles round by the easier road. o
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¢I then rode back and comforted my mind that I had |
done my duty zealously and expeditiously. -Our com-.
munity was & small one, and in spite of some mutual
failings we had been a very united and pleasant little
society. Many were the parties end afternoons we had
shared together, and as I sat down to my solitary meal I
felt regret for the loss of the lady. It was a sad duty that
I had just performed, and I had done my best to dis-
charge it. ' -

¢ The evening passed and night came. I was sleeping
with an easy conscience, when a loud knocking outside
woke me up. I hastened to the door and there stood
another court peon with a note from the doctor stating
briefly: “False alarm. Mrs. So-and-so is doing well and
is eating her supper.”

<Oh! agony; oh! horror, to think of that huge coffin
carried up to the front door in the morning just as she
was sitting down to breakfast ! '

«Jt was then past midnight. The town where the
aundertaker lived was three miles off, and there was about
the same distance again to the foot of the hill, across
a dreadful rough country intersected by deep nullahs and
sprinkled plentifully with rocks. Was i possible I could -
reach the base of the hill and stop- the coolies with their
horrible burden before it was too late? The lady would
surely have a fit in reality if she saw them. Thinking it
was hopeless to get across the country and to catch the
coolies, I sent a runner down to the clerk with a letter
saying that Mrs. Judge was not dead, and that he must
get back the coffin at once.

o ¢And now it is time to follow it. Obedient to my
orders the clerk had despatched the coffin with extra
coolies for the hill journey. They were ordered to deliver
it as expeditiously as possible. They .toiled along for
about four -miles and then began to ascend the hill.

©
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Finding their burden heavy and the path rocky, they.sat
down when they were half way up and waited for the
breaking of the day. : o

T could never follow events exactly after that point,
and I never.dared to question the judge. One thing was
certain that the coffin did not go up to the house. I believe
- that one of the coolies went up and told the judge that
there was a large box waiting for him. on the hill-side.

Being an active man he went down to see what it was

like. -
¢ Acting on the principle that the least said is the
soonest mended, I was quite satisfied to hear that it
" returned to the clerk ; and I paid the coolies. -
‘The judge never alluded to the subject, but the lady
did not forgive me so easily. Some weeks afterwards we
-met on a public ground. She shook hands with me and
exclaimed: “Oh! how shocking! Death is written in
your face. It is truly awful; you are perfectly ghastly !”
_‘ I'understood what she meant and laughed as I ex-
plained thg.t it was not my fanlt. The general had ordered
me to make the arrangement for burying her, and there-
fore she ought to slay him and not me. Thereat we were
good friends again, and I have never engaged since to
. order another coffin for a lady who had fainted.’

- After a residence of some years on the plains we
refg;qu to England on furlough. Never had the green
marshds and silvery stretches of the Thames seemed so
sweet as on the morning when our homeward-bound
vessel passed out of the turmoil of the channel into the
smooth water of the estuary. A lark singing overhead
scemed & messenger sent expressly to greet us. The deep
tone of the lowing cattle, so different from the pig-like
grunts of the Indian cow, was a direct call from home;
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nd grey smoky Liondon was’ positively beautiful to our
omesick eyes. _ -
Down in the depths of East Anglia we found a
smporary anchorage among old {riends and faces. -Their
relcome was warm, their comments outspoken to frank-
ess. Said the oldest inhabitant of the village with a note
f surprise: ¢ So you've been living in India all this while,
ev’ yer? Welll you don't look like it, for yer haint-
arned yaller !’
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