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INTRODUCTION.

——————

1 take pleasure in introdacing to the public this booklet
of Mr. T. 8. Kumaraswani Aiyar, 8.A. 1. T, represcnting aa it
@oes o considerable amount of original research in loeal history,-
o task alike difficult and praiscworthy.

The disscwination of knowledge through publication is
coming to be reparded in the West as ono of the legitimate
functions of the modern University. The Arcot Mission College
is glud of the opportunity to encouraye carcful research in
any branch of knowledge ou the part of the members of its
staff.

I ;rnsf that Mr. Kumaraswami Aiyar’s work will result
in a larger interest being taken in the history of the ancient
town of Vellora and its well known Temple and Fort, The
circumstances of the husty preparation of this work for the
press will disavtn criticism of the t{ypogrnphicul errors that
may have crept io.

VELLORE, W
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4n old wood cut of the Vellore Tewple and Fort.

Dedicated
to
Sri Jvara Khandaneswara Swami
| by Whose Grace
The Temple, Fort and Town of Vellore
were builb
by
The Pious Bommi Reddi
of
Bhadraghallam.



PREFACE.

The following attempt st a History of Vellore, is the subs-
tance of two Liectures, delivored at the Arcot Mission College,
Vellore. It iz not withont considerable misgiving that I have
ventured to bring it to light. Tho more T have been studying
up the quostion cf the antiquity of Vellore, the moro have I
been impressed with the difficulty of arrivicg at accurate in-
formation on all things past, and with the presumption
of attompting to trespass into the domain of the Historian and
Antiquariau. Buat itia neither as the one nor as the other
that I now appear bofore the publie; it is only as one who
loves Vellore, with all its foibles, from the bottom of his hLeart.

Though in the beginning, the attempt was rather dis-
courngiug, gradvally the material for the work began to grow
£0 much that it has been hardly possible to do full justioe to it.
And it is because Mr E. L. Vaughan 1. e. 8, the Sub-Collector,
to whom I am greatly indebted for having placed several bouoks
at my disposal, very kindly inquired of me if the book could
not be gos ready Lefore the arvival of 11 E, Sir Apthur
Havelock, tho present and popular Governor of Muadras, that I
havo pressed the work to an early and perhaps hasty comple-
tion—though, under other circumstances, I shdtld huve tuken
s grent deal more time, before rushing inte print.

Though the whole is divided into three Periods, the
Auncient Period is deait with at much pgreater length than
either of the other two. The mediaoval and the modern Periods
of our History, are well before the public slready in varions
shapes. DBut the Aucient Period is usually abridged snd
summarily disposed of as being mythical and legendary. 1t was,
therefore, the object of this atter.pt to present the other side.

- Further the other two periods could not possibly he dealt
with at the game length, on account of the limiteduess of the
time, in which the thing had to be done. Known ghino< donot
neod to be repeated And there Was mot time enough cven to
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verify the various bits of now facts that may have been with
some trouble picked up for some time past. They have either
to be resarved altogether, or given ous with » reservation. Itis,
therefore, requested that errors will be over-looked as unavoid-
able under the circumstances.

The learned authors whose valuable works I have consulted,
are acknowledged either in the body of the book or in the foot-
notes. [ shall only say here that had it vot been for Mr,
Cox’s «“ North Arcot Maunual” Dr. Caldwell’s, “ History of
Tioevelly,” Dr ¥itzsch’s « South Indian Inscription,” and
Sewell’s * List of Antiquities,” [ could not have wade any at-
tempt like this. And.if I have any where ventured to differ from
any of theso, it wus with the greatest ditlidence on ray part.

I have also to thank various geutlemen that have been en-
conraging me in this under-taking, each in his own wny. Nota-
bly nmong them, bnt with no disparagement to others, I may
meution :— Ur. Hultzsch, the Epigraphist to the Madws Govt,
Mr V. Yeokayya u A, his first assistant, Hev H J. Sendder,
M A B, D, tbe ratired Principal of the A. M. College; Rav.
W I Chambsclsin, ¥. 4. pa p. the Piincipal, A. M. College:
Rev. E. Loveuthal, the -Dauish Missionary at Vellora ;
Mr. Ponrs, ¢ gsfixacutive Eaginear, Vellore; Me. Jaganatha
Mudalinr, Tahsildar, Vellore; and a revered old native
gentlomnun, whose uame, I regret.,, I do not know and have no
meand of knowing, but who has been no less serviceable
than any above wentioned.

I feel very thanklul that Vellore should have the good
fortune of being bouored by the visit of H. E  the Governor
of Madras. His Excllency’s visit te this place of miraculouy
origin  and historic importance, is an epoch -making event

of abiding interest and fur-reaching cousequences,

T trust I need offer no apology for having intraduced
¢ the Memorandum on the Fort of Vellore” writken in 1815,
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T is an interesting document, 88 T have ressons to beliewe
that it was written by a Kuaropean. The uso of the wosd
Gentoo in two places for Hindoo is a clear intornul evidenos
$0 establish the abovae position. No ohnngs even where vecesssry
has been iutroduced into the memorandum, les; the iuterest
and the authority of the documont should be affected. I have
to thank Mr. Sudasiva Mudaliar, an octogenarian and a local
retired Govt. servant, for baving willingly placed the above
document at my disposal. '

Tn conclusion, in venturing to appeadliilif before the public
I trust to the indulgence of thoss that may do me the homar,
of reading this book und suggesting imprevements thereon.

VevLore, T B, K,
4th Feb, 1900. v ‘ K

CEAPTER I
Introduction.

Nothing else is so sweet as Self. This is a bit of Nature’s;
Law. A child begins with the instinct of Self-preservation. It
fikes itself, it may be unwitiingly. It likes its mother. It
learns to like the father, the brother, the sister; also, the!
grandwmother and the grandfather. As days go by, the pet
kitten, the time-keeping crow, the calf of the house, and in
turn tho house itself and things therein—all come in for &
share of its liking. And now when the child has learnt to
stand up on its own legs, and to make excursions across the
threshold into the strcet beyond,—then, neighbours and
neighbours’ houses, the street itself, and the village or pettah
to which tho street belongs, come to be liked. And s0 on, ad
infinitum, from town, conntry and continent, to the Creator
of them all. Says Pope ' :-—

“ God loves from whole to parts ; but haman Soul,
Must rise from the individual to the whole.
Self-love but serves the virtuous mind to wake,
As the small pebble stirs the peaceful lake;

The ceutre moved, o civele straight succeeds,
Anacther still, and still another spreads ;

Triend, pavent, neighbour, (irst 16 will embrace,
His country next, and next all human race,

‘Wide and more wide, th’ o'er flowings of tho mind
Take every crealure, of every kind :

Tarth smiles around, with boundless bounty blest,
And Heaven boholds its image in his best.”

Thus man rises from Naturo unto Nature’s God.

So, Dear Reader, pardon me if there is such a feeling in
me; when [ undertake to deal with tho past of Vellore. Vellora
is a place I love very much. Here wus a good part of my carly
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education received. In and around Vellore are places in which *
I have all carthly interest. It is no wonder, therefore, that -

Vellore should engage my attention. R

I have Lecn for some time endeavonring to trace Vellore
to its remotest past ; but thongh the time spent in the attempt

cannot be said to be inconsiderable, neither can the outcome

be said to be considerable. And the reason is not far to seek.
“ Very little,” savys Dr. Caldwell ¥ ¢ is known with certainty
of the early history of most districts in India It is a singular
fact, that the Hindus, though fond of Philosophy aud Poetry,
of Linw, Mathematics and Architecture, of Music and the
Drama, and especially of the Religious or Theosopliic specula-
tions and disquisitions, seem never to have cared anything

for History.” ' .

This may be an nnplensant truth; bot we mnst bow to -
storn realities. The only thing that may be said to come near

History is the DPurana. ©“ The name Purana itself which implies
*old, * indicates the object of the compilation to be the preser-
vation of ansient traditions; a purpose, in the presont condition
of the Puranas very imperfectly fulfilled.” So says Professor
Wilson. # Tle argnes and establishes that “we have not, at
preseu:, the same works, in all respeets, thal were current,
nnder the designation of Puranus in the century prior to
Christiauity.”” 'I'hat there have beon subsquent interpolations
can be illustrated coven with referenco to the Puranas
alluding to Vellore aud its vicinity, That the Sthalapuransms,
or chronicles of shrines, a8 a class, come under the head of inter-
polations, it will not be too much to say, Of course this does
not apply to very anciont shunes. to the same extent, asib
does to more modern ones. At the same timo “a very
~ great portion of the contents oltal), i3 gennine and old. And
the sectarial interpolation orf kmbellishment is always suffici-
enﬂy palpable to be set aside withont injury to the more au-
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2, History of Tiunavelly Page.i. 3 Introduotion to Vishna Puraus,
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thentic and priwitive material.”4 At best, therefore, the Pura-
nas can be but indifferent and unsafe guides; though it will be . .
too mugh to say they are valueless.

Dr. Caldwell only puts the above trath somewhat strongly
when he suys :— Popular legends and poetical myths, by what-
ever name they are digunified, may be discarded, not only withont
loss, but with positive advantsge ®.” Puranas have been tarned,
to good account by skilful scholars, As one instance, we may
say that such an aathoritative work as the Madras Manual
of Administration, has, while speaking of the conversion to
Mohomedanism of the Raja of Kerala in the 9th century
thought it unobjectionable to say * This occurrence is re-
corded in the Keralolpatty”.¢ Kerala-oothpathi is simply the

puranam describing the origin (cothpaihi) of Kerala. But

this ia only onc out of a host of instances. The genealogical
tabies luboriously drawn from inscriptiong, are when patiently
adjusted, identical in many cases with the same given in
Puranas. | Togive one instance :—' Au inscription at Tirutani

‘iu the Pallava country gives a genealogy of five generations,

and the local chronicle of Narayanavanam mentions four,
of which the names corrsepond 7.” And the identity in the
case quoted has been a highly suggestive and useful one. And
ac it is expedient to welcome sources of information from any
guarter ; while at the sametime too much of watchfulness

cannot be exercised in sifting tho material,

If there is no History-~and, according to Caldwell, popular -
legénds and poetical myths are not reliable—what then are

..watodo? Dr. Caldwell ® says ¢ The only ancient Indian History
‘worthy of the name, is that which has been spelled ous from

Inscriptions and Coins.” I shall quote a few more words of

this great authority, which I am sure, will bear any amount of
epetition,

rep 1

4, Introduction to Vlshnu' Purana 6. Convocation Addrees. (Mmras) 1t%9

6. Vol 1. P. 146. 7. Bewell's Aniiguitien (Madras) Vol IL P, 358, 6. Cour
vocution Address (Madras) 1879,




“Tho'study of the history, ancient hiterature, and archaeo
logy of ihe conntry will never reach anything like completeness
of development or realizo results of national importance, till it
is systemmtically vudertaken by edacated natives., Tearned
natives of Calentta nad Brinbay, traived in Enropean modes of
thought, and vicing with Eurepeans in zeal for historical
accuracy, have already madoe a promising beginoing in this de-
partment of rescarch. I trust that the Native scholars of tho
South will resnlva that they will net Lo left hehindd in the race.
Tho most Ty etant aid cduenied natives can render to the
stuly of the histery of ileir conntry, is by meuns of asearch after
inscriptions, wauy of which. hithorto unnctived and unknown
they wi!l find inviting their attention on the walls of the
temples in nlmast overy villago in tho interior.”

Dr. HNultzsel  alen writes to the samo effect.  Fle says
“ It ja to bo Lioped that other young native graduates will follow
on Mr. Venkayya's lines and take up the neglected subjeot of,
South Indinn Epigraphy. The veeords are so numerons, aud so
many intricato historical questions have sl to b wolved, thab
there is rcom for n laree number »f independent qnalified
workers. " ¥

One othersonrec also i: veconmuended hy Dr. Caldwell 00
“ A huamblor, hut still very impectant, brasch of archueological
work lies open to overy educated Hindu et him set, himself,
before it ia too late, Lo search out and digcover the vernacular
works that are commonly supposed to be lost.”

It old books have to be pntiently searched for, old men
fuve to e duly regardad. Tho information stored up iu the
Be vvy hends of wged men should now be allowed to be burnt or
buried, tuo, along with the old men, Fyen thongh it mny not bo
osred srath, it mmy bo taken P whant ot may bo waorth. In-
sueiticens and coins are nndonbtediy the best sourvees; hut ia their
shoonea, even second-best ones nre welcomo. Sceo in this light,
Y. Prafans to the aouth Indian Inscriptions Vol 1. 10 Convaceation Address.

" iy this connaction T may ba allowed to say that fired by such passages,
I have Leon vrying to do romething in theline. Just new there s an inkeription,

on stono planted on this side of the Palar. T wrote abuat this te the Epigraphist
Ho has promised to gos it duciphered at an early date, '
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veneration for mere age as nge, found in ancient Greeks and
‘modern Japanese no less than the Hindus, is not altogether
meaningless.

Even though, then, there may not be any reliable basis
for the early History of Vellore, still there is with me & manus-
cript old kad jan, which it was my fortune to come by through the
kind ofer of a student of mine. On the facé of it, the old book
must be just an attempt to record received traditions about the

origin of the Vellore Fort, and a copy of it must I should think

have been the basis of the account of Vellore given in Cox’s
Manual of this District—though, of course, I cant say of this
anything more than that it is highly probable. There is also a
printed book in Tauil, sold in the bazaars, and called Velaima-
nagara Chritram (Celvurve: #f4@0o.)!1 The kadjan with me
ig altogether different in manner, though fundamentally similar
in matter. I shall tako this as the base of operation : and shall
attempt_to march out in varions directions, when that can be
safely done, and return to the kadjan, when thore is no help
for it. The contents of the baok will be discussed in the light
of the latest inscriptions known us far as possible, and without
prejudice or partiality; and when nothing better is avilable,’
us will naturally be the case- with regard to the first begin-
nings of anythiug, the theory of the book maintained. As re-
gards the more modevn times, there is not the same difficulty.
We can tread upon move veliable soil now. We can hreathe
in a more geuuninely historical atmosphere.

As I was just going throuyh the Proof of this, it was my
peculiar good fortnne to get another very important, and, to all
intents and purposes, reliable document, on the History of
Vellore, through tho kindncss of tho octogenarian referred to
in the preface. This is & manuscript paper, writtenin 1815, and
in the English Language. It does not materially affect the
position taken, though, as must be natural under the circums-
tances, there are somo points of difference mot of & vyery
fandamental character.

V1. Irinted in 18767
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Periods.

,s

1, Theo Ancient or the Heroio Period :—From the earliest
known times to the building of the Temple and
beginning of Pooja br worship,

2, The Mediaoval Period :~Up to the cessation of worships

3. The Modern Period :=After tho cessntiou,

Tho subject, I think, divides itsclf nummlly into thres .

-
CHAPTER II.

The Ancient or Heroic Period.

Oar sown goes by the nsme of Vellore. Itissituated in
12°-54'-7" N. latitade and 79°-10'-7" E. longitude. In the
whole range of geography, we do not come across another town
bearing the same name. True it is that there is in common
parlance another town of the same name in our own Presidency.
And this is dzstmgmshed by the unenviable epa.zheb of Qeppu,
while ours has the dignified title of Roya. As to the significance
of the Jatter epithet, we shall have some thing to say by and by,
But this much can be safely said of the former town OQoppu
Vellore, that itYis no more Vollore at all, but only Ellore, which
as every school boy knows is famons for its carpets.

Now, what is this strange sound Vel-lore ? There are no
Jess than three theories on the point, thongh one of them
commends itsel! for ready acceptance, and has the saction of
tradition, too. Iirst of all, there is the anthority of Dr. G.
Oppert,' once the Sanskrit Professor of the Government Presi-
dency Collego at Madras. He says Vellore is & corruption of
what must properly ‘he called Palliur, the Oor or town of
Palli, the original stock. And for analogy he nges Palh-konda,
Palar, and even Polar.

Next there is the theory that the town has been so called,
because of its resemblance fo the weapon Velayudham, a loug
pole-like instrument with a pointed piece of metal at the end.
The reason assigned for this derivation is the length of the
town. Vellore may vie with Madras in being “ the town of
distances.” I do not know who the author of this faneiful
jdea is. But such is one of the derivations given of the word
Vellore.

1. 1 got this information from Rev. E. Lovertihal, the Danish Missionary at
Vellore,
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There isone ofhier given, and this scems to find favour

with the people at large. Turther, this account of the origin of

Velloro is the one given in the kadjan referred Lo in the lutro-

duction. This 0ld book takes us away from onv present surrouns
dings and associations, into the dima past when there was 8s
yet no such thing ay Vellora.  Tmaeine a vast thick Jungle of
babool trees (in Tamil, oo ar®) al the foot of the immeortal hills
to tho east and extending over several square wmiles as far as
your eye can reack nn any side, bounded on the north perhaps
by the Palar, on the west by the villuge of Seduperi (@ gu
Gud) and on the south by no one knows what, lmagine also,
dear Reader, to have u vivid picturo of tho scene, imagiune that

yon arc on the top of the ncighbouring hilis, looking down up- -

on the jungle below. You will liud then, no Fort or Conrt, no
town or tower, no temples, no churches, no mosques, no trace of
the humnn art. It wiil be all ono vast ocoan of forests, from end

to end, occupying the full fiold of yowr view, varied only

perhaps by the mountrin boueath your f{eet, and the srmdj
stream beyond and infested by ]li:{;illg serponts and  ferocious
wild beasts. A pleasunt :poctacle, no doubt, to sre from the
safo summit of a hill—+o sott, snd so green; but not so very
pleasant to attewpt to pass throngh this primoval forest, ©

Yos, in those carly ages, it was all tree and nothing but
tree, one continuous Jungle without limit or boundary-—one
big Bragilian Forest. 'I'arn to any dircction, and unmistakable
evidences of tho sylvan nature of the surroundings are pouring
in and staring us in tho face. Kafpudi to the north bears in
its very namo a history ot its origin. Arni to the south, is
bo mind, only s corruption of dranyam a savskrit word for

forest, My own Tiruvalam is only Sripulem,? or a forest of -

" Bilva trees. Thiruvalngadu, was only n grove of Banyan trees.
North Arcot itself is & part of the original Dravida Country,®

2. 'Thisi is the view taken by Kokkondu Venknfamﬂmnam Pantuln Garu in
bis Telugn Work Bilvesvarinin. 3. District Mauunl Vol. i, Chapter 17,

0 -

whiok' was iu tke beginning & vast oluster of thickets and forests.
The whole was only a continuation of the classical Dan\da-'
kamny@m. ) L

A vast jungle then was this part of the’ world oalld&
Vellore, years and centaries ago. What were its surroundings:
then ? A king of the Chola Dynasty, Karikela Chola by nams,
wasg, then, reigning in Kailasapatnam at the foot of the Kailasa«
giri hills. At firat methought that the present Oosur was the
original seat of the king. But some time after, the existence of
Cholavaram came to my mind. And then what was moro naturgl
than the identification of Kailasapatnam with Cholavaram 2
Speaking of this place Cox says in his Manual4:—“At the base of.
the hill there once stood a large town called Kailasapatnam,
often a royal residence in the time of the Chola kings, but now.
effaced ” In the Manual of Administration of Madras,® I am
glnd to find:—+Cholavaram : from Karikalan, the Chola king. ™
The pusition of the Knilasagherry hill is L 12°~50" ; Long 79°
07" ; that of Cholavaram is I. 12°-4)"; Long 79°—08. The
position of Kmlasapntnam is not at all given. So mayis
not be suggested that Cholavaram wus once: called Kailasas
patnam, and that it coverd & wider area then now, as it must
have seeing that it was the royal rosidence ¥

Speaking of the hill, Cox says® “ It hes a small hill- fo:‘t
built upon the summit, gome say by the Mahrattes” That.it is
» Hindu Fort there can be no question. Far admist the ruips
of the fortress, one comes across blocks .of stone with Hindu
figures in bold relief. We may also take it that the fort was
built before the fort of Vellovs nnd, therefore, much before the
gime of the Mahrattas. The old manuscript in my hands dis-
tinetly rvefers to this fort as having existed in the. time
of Karikala Chola. Then the only question is whother i
was built by the Pallava kings or their Chola -conquerors—not;
certainly by the Maharattas, <. . if the manuscript speak true.

4. Vol LP.123. 5 Vol9%, 6. Vol LIL P. 128,
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. In this connection, I hops to be excused if T bring in ¥
bit of folk-lore, conneoted with the hill and the Cholu’s towa's
below, and ohtained at first-hand from'some of the shephards:
on the top of the hill. One of the Chola Kings of Cholavaram, -
finding there was no rain for a lung while within his dowinionn
and learning there would be none so long as he was alive, let
himself fall from a precipice immediately below the fortress—
thus making o sacrifice of himself for the ‘well-being of his
people. I had been very near the spot, but lest I should, iu -
apite of myself, follow in the foot-ateps of the reputed Maharajs -

too far, resisted the templution of peeping down the precipive.

Then, six miles to the north-east of the Kailasagsr, is
mentioned a hill called the Dharmalinga Hill (séweddrentn).
This i8 no other than tho Vellore IIill, on whick stands the
lmposmg fortress. Immediately to the south-west of this Rilh
is mentioned » smbll village—Kappam (®ws) is the werd nnd
in tho original-—ocalled Vclappadt, t0 the enst of which, and at
» distance of half a~mile, is said to be a Hill called the Bala
Konda Roya Hill. This namo is very suggestive and a very
interesting question rises as to who this Balskonda Roys may
have been. Now a days the hill goes by the name of the
Bhagavals Hill. The manunal of Madras Admm‘lstmtxon’
speaks of it as the Bhawany ot Balakonda Hill. - Putting all’
things together, it appears to me that the hill was so called:
because there was a shrine thureon of Parvals, or Jbhavane
or Bhagavats or Bala—all different names of the same Deity,;
that at some subsequent period some petty chief who took
possession of this hill and it surroundings, must. have becoure
known as Balakorida Roya ; and that, by a strange circait, the -
¢liief having obtained a name for himself from the hill, musb

_?have ngbn his nqine in tara to the hill,

: lﬂroxn, I mot bub refer to a very mterettmg doou-
. meht, whiskije a:tléar beam of light piercing this -dim past,
‘Thm is an moenption' engraved on u rook below the summit of’

7. Yol LIL P'978, . 8 Dr, Kultasoh bas very kindly sent mo a copy.

B
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the Bagavati Hill near Velappadi and deciphereu and treucds
“ted by Dr. Hultzsch. It is dated the 26th of the reign of Kannara

Deva, who has been identified by Mr Venkayya with the
Rashtrakata King Krishua I1I, who flourished about 950 A.D.
The inscription records the gift of Velurpadi—which, by the
way, must hrve been the original and unbroken name of what
is now called Velappadi-to the shrine of Ponnappeswarar, which
a certain Ponnappai, evidently a woman, had established on the
Stdadu Pdrai Hill, the Balakonda Roya Hill of the Kadjan,
or the modern Bhagavati Hill. The donor was Thribhuvana
Dheras whose son received Vétappsdi from Virs Chola. The
document is8 signed Pullava Murari. Dr. Hultzsch concludes
that Vira Chola and Thribhuvana Dhera, who was probably
connected with the Pullava Rulers, must have been the tribn-
tavies of Krishon 111,

This inseription of Vellore is a very important oneand will
be found of inwmensc value in fixing dates. For instanco Dr.
Baruell says, and Dr. Caldwell® agrees with him, that Vira Chols

“or Rajendra Chola or Raja Rajn Narendra Chola flourished

Letween (064 amtl 1113 A. D. But if Dr.¢Haltsch snd
Mr. Veukayya are right as to the date of the present
inscription, Vira chola must have flourished about 950 A. D,
7. e. full 150 years before the date fixed by the other
two Doctors  Where Dontors differ, what are we humbie
folks to do? Again the difficulty becomes all the greater,
when we {ind a Vira Chola, who asceaded the throsein 1001
Sak or 1079 A. D. It is wvident from all these, that the history
of the Chola kings of the 11th ceatury is very obscure.

This inscription is also important i another way. As
Mr. Venknyyn says!® «The Velappadi inscription derives its im-
protanoe from its being one of the recerds which cstablish this
event”-i.e. the invasion of the Rashtrakuta king, Kannara Deva,

Another bit of folk-lore here. It is generally beliaved
that there is a rock in the bill, ia which treasure is

9. History of Tinnevelly Chapter I1. P. 31. 10. In a letter to meo,
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ugorod up 2ad on which something is writton, aud whoaver, can
tgad 1t will have the key to unlock the rock and take the
trensare nway, The rock with its inscription above refesed to

1y bo tho one in question. v, Hnltzsch wight bave got

richer too for laving deciphered the rock, but not exactly in
the sense that tradivion understood. fhut it is open for one to say.
that it is a differcut rock altogether,

Wo have seen that six miles to the north-east of the
Kailasagiri bill was menticned Welapadi. Now about 2 1iles to
south-west of Velapndi a river is meutioned, and strange to
gay and hard to believe, Kshoera Nadi (awf138) itis enlled!
Though at first sight this may seew absurd, yet it is possible
that the river may have had'! a different course centuries ago.
Tarn to tho District Manual und what do we find ? % The Palar,
the principal river of tho district, which now flows into the ses
42 milos to the south of Madars, forwerly flowed down what is
now recognised an the alluvial valley of the Kurtalayar river
npd entered the sea somewhere to the north of Madras”
Kgnin, neur Virincheepuram, to the west, thd river has changed
its bed, a3 wo evidonily sea. Tt is possible, therefore, that the
river Paluv was to the scuth of Velnpadint tho time we are
speaking of. But tlie probability is that the river did net change
its conrsc here, though it did changa ita course clsewhere; nnd
that the author or the writer of the kadjun only made the
simple mistake of writing south-west, instead of north-west,

A word about tho Palar itself, With due deference to

.Dr Oppert, thero can be no hesitation in snying that Palar is
_otily the Tamil form of the Sunskrit Kuheera Nadi (&8o5s) Mr.
Cox!? says ““The nume of the Pular signifies milk river” and is
by sowe thought to refer to its freshes ; Lut thisseems unlikely,
Takithe rise of the river is not unu ually sudden. One of the
»acred legends related of it, tells us that Siva being displensed

with his ridiog bull, transformed him into the hill of Nandi-

‘Drag of Mysore, whore the Palar rises. Naudi prayed to Vishna
Who interceded with. Siva and finally Ganga, who resided in

i3 L
r head consented to bless the hill by falling on it in & streas
ilk, Thus the Palar criginated and from its m:iéin”'i'.j
hsad to bave the power of purifying from sin.”  Tha
hnt of “the sacred Jegend,” as I fiud it; varies alightly tromi
bove. * Siwva wus dispieased and Nondi was transformeds
o was requested, to and did, save the Nandi by ber sacred
rs, but not by coming down in tarrents of milk! ﬁriginan'f
Pular flowed only in the form of water, and then the nama
mot the Palar but only the Padmini.?’® Subsequenty on tho
ion of the Yagnam of Brahma near Pallikonde, milk Sewed
o River which was sivce culled the wmilk-river or the Palane .

So much about the immediute vicioity, Looking farther
nd, we find that the chief towns that wmight arrest the
tion of an on-looker of the time, were Conjeavaram,
nchecpuram, Narendranagaram, Pallikonda and Padaveda.
town Nurcndranagaram calls for some ramarks. . This wus,
ably founded by Karikala Chola’s Jfather, who was -alsa
d Rojn Ruja Narendra, or simply Narendra. The Kadjan,
that Sarangadhara, who by the evil machinations of the
rious Chithrangi was deprived of his hands and ‘feet ak the.
aud of his father Narendra, a descendsnt of Dbarma Raja,
refuge in the Durga-protected Hill, called the Bewja Hill, 14
e east of TPallikonda and apent his time in the company 6f
oly sages theroon ; when, he had, by the grace of Geod,’
ek his limbs. From this: we may perbaps infer thaf
ndra Naguram itself wue not far away from the Beeja Hiil
llikonda. ' B
These were the towns that were’ famons st thd time jn’
ion. Who were the rulers of the conntry, rownd: Véllore ?
Il quote Mr. Venkayys,*® who has very kindly sewi’ ma
acoount of the ewrly politios} Historof Vellore aud its .sups
ings. «The country in which Vellore {5 situated Wiw’
ally under the Pallavas of Kanthi (Conjeevarat). - Aftor:
tinction of the dynasty, the QGangg-Puallawas took posseses
fit. A nomber of insoriptions belongtitrgo- this! dynautys
been found at Tiravallam and in thet WiGiniby | 6F Welsres
tivu: in thes loonl chromicle of Pallikonda. Sams as 18, - "

I have prefarred this acconut to any other, be APy
pot, wounld be the best. ¥ other, becanae I thonght that this,
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The Banas, who appear to have been the feudatories of the
Gangn - Pallavas, were probably the immedinte rulers The
Cholas under Parantaka [ (A D. 900-940) then uprooted the
Banas and established their dominion. It was during the time
of Parantaka’s son and snccessor Rajaditya that the invssion

of the Rashtra Kuta King Kannara took place. Later Chols &

inscriptions at Vellore itself and in its vicinity show that the
place continaed under Chola Sovereigoty.”

Buch was the condition and such the surroundings of the
place which has becowme since of so great an importance. Lot
us see how this change was effected,

Bommi Reddi and Thimmi Reddi or Nayadu, =ons of one
Yadama Reddi and Kamalatchi, and natives of Bhadrachallam,
on the banks of the Krishna, are now fleeing for their lives

from their home. And for this rcarson. Yadama Heddi had a

married a second wife, nfter the demise of tho first, and by
her had four more gons. In due course, the various ceremonies
aftor birth of a son, like Jatakarma, Namakarana, were all done,
and the children were boing brought up in a fushion suited to

his station. And after sowe years had gono by, like & pradent -
man he, with a view to n.oid any hitch or uapleasautness among

his children, wanted to effect purtition among them bimself. He
gave half a share to the two sons of che first wife, und the otier
half to the four sons by the second wife. This of course jarred

upon the cherished exprctations of the latter, as it undonbredly -

violated the prinviples of Law recognhod by our sages. Some-
time after, he passed the wuy of ull men. .

Boon the anhcnpated quarrel, so far from being avmded,

was exactly excited by the unreasonuble and illegal partition:.

The four sons of the sécond wife put their heads together, and
decided to take the law iuto their own hands by despatching
‘$beir two step-brothers to the other world. The Iatter cnught
soent ‘of the ounspiracy,—snd consequently decided to seek

safor apot. . They are mow on their way to the south, \ery‘}

; p*obubly L Runuwumn.

A

On their way, the l‘nlar arrested thexr i enhoﬁ and tha
two brothers and their little fumily, sojourned on its banks for

_ ten day3 nt s place called Thiromani. This Thiramani, on the

other side of the Palar, asmallinsignificant village as it miay be
now, was once an important aucient shrine from which water wis
carried for the daily sernice of Bri Ranganatha Sv;aml a.ﬁ
Pallikonda.

To return to the brothers, they after ten drys crossed the
Palar and came to Velappadi. Here again they halted for ten
days. During their short stay al Velappadi, they heard all
sbont the Dharmalinga, the Bala Konda Roya and Kailasagiri
Hills, and also of the glory of King Kari Kala Chola that was
reigning at Kailasapatnam.

Now Bommi Reddi, the elder of the two pious brothers
thougrht of payiug a visit to the reigning King. He left Velapadi
for Kailasapatnam, and obtained sn interview with the King. To.
him he related the whole story, of how they were living. at -
Bhadrachallam, aud why they had to leave it, and requested
the King to afford them shelter. The King plessed with the
candour and grace of the now comer, graunted him free per-
mission to settle anywhere be pleased, and conterred on him
lands for his maintenance. Thereupon the pious Bommi Reddi
who always thoaght of t.he eternn! rather than. the epham.
of the divine rather than the mundane, of the world t
rather than the world beforo, pitched upon~V
with its holy surrounudiugs as about the best plece "he ocsuld
choose. Consequently he returned thither and toolt nboda i
choultry.

Someduys went pag
band of Poligars frope®
Jungle between
Beddi rose equalfl
arms in hand, Ny ¥
drove the rest, |
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- The day dawned and the incident spread round like wild-
fire. King Chola too heard it, amoog others. And admiring
Lis prowess and presenco of miud, and considering him
worthy of his encourngement uud patronage, he gave him a
baud of retinne nud eunuwl bo muintain the same. Thus was
Bommi Reddi living happily for sometiue, attonding to his men
and cattle, cultivating his soil, yet all tho while never forgeb-
ting his Creator.

By the Grace of Ged, ono day one of his many cows gave
birth to a the-caif, perfect in its proportions, white all oveé
but with the nose and lips red liko cornl, and the teats fine
fa number, black as anything! Such a cow is called Kerampasu
{sepius), and umong the Hindus, to whom all cows are sacred
is held with marked sanctity and nevcration. When Bommi
Reddi came to know of this prodigy, ke was filled with feelings
of wonder and thankfulness to God!

The calf gradunlly grew into a cow. All along it way
ptudiedly snd scrupulously alove, nover keeping cotnpuny with
other calves or cows, at homs or abroad. In the fulness of
time the cow, indewd, Leeamo the wother of & he-calf; but,
sirange to say, neither did the cow give its milk to the calf, nor
did the calf enre to turn to the mosher’s side. For sli that the
en]f did not get lank or lean. The cow, too, it returned homa
an the evening with its udder perfectly empty. So pussed dey
by duy.

Bopmi Reddi could not solve the riddlo himself. Not
‘¢ould he get it solved by the cow-herd, who saw the cow only as

4§ atarted from aud returned to the stall, but not at all in the

moantime. Bommi Reddvs coufusiou was now wWorse cons
Jognded and therefors ho set his mind on discovering the mys-
ﬂry. Accordingly, one day he followed the cow, without itg
klwwkdga; and passing tbrough the juoglo situated. abt a
. .distance of neprly @ mile from Velaphpdi, he cventually onught
- #ight of ap ‘ant-hill, surrounded by water to the depth of
fonr feot. The cow swam mcross tho water and while it was

ldmxth leavmg his wife big with ‘child at home; and on his

ﬂus was, Bays tha book, on the lﬁkh &ay of Pangum,
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Bhndmg on the ant-hxll a ﬁvo-hea.dod cobra oame out of the
hole, and applied its five months to the five feats. Sdon the
, COW returned

; Bommx Reddi was lost in wonder at the s:ght but
. 'was not & bit nearer the mystery. He devoutly prayed to God; ‘
( ! Who revealed Himself to him and said that all that was HI;A
) work ; aud that He had appeared there in the form of Jali~
-kanteswara. And when Bommi Reddi entreated Him to allow
~ him to build a temple on the apot, He consented and revealed 4
a place in the Balakondaraya Hill, (on which S+i Venkateswara .
. #ad Himself were holding a joint-abode before the “Formers
! departare to Tirapati,) which contained a lot of gold but visibla
. to his oye only for tho space of seven days and nights. Bommi
Reddx aranged reluys of men from the ant-hill up to the other
"hill, and transported the treasare within the appointed tiwme,
-

The matter having been brought to the notice of the Chola
" king, he congratulated Bommi Reddi, promised cooperation, if

" necessary, und ordered all the workmen and coolies in his domi~

- mions to go and work for pay under Bommi Reddi,. Men and :
;money ware now on hand ; but still nob she:man, who- might be .
‘ éutrusted - with ‘the work No- competent Sslpc. or arcfntact L

,,,,could be found.

_Just therr an archxtect from the no:-th was gomg g,o fske"

»way, hea.rmg of the proposml templa, sgw Bomtm Reﬂ d. hone

yam- 1190 Salivahana Saka, in Keliyags, '[he Divi
Bommx Reddx was to ﬁmsh %ha work "mthm
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‘* water up to the neck.” Accerdingly Rommi Reddi begaa the
work in right earnest, without sparing men or money.

He was gotting all the foroests of babul and other”trees,
cleared. Then, lo ! suddenly emergod groups of hare from one of
the bushes ! A hound went after them all. All escaped except
one, which instead of being chased by the dog, was chasing it
round and round the ant-hill ! Bomami Reddi’s Divine Counsel
advised him te mark the track taken by the hare, promising to
reveal its use iu due time. Accordingly, the route was noted.
Stones were got from tho Pallikonda quarries, Work was being
‘pushed through in all haste. Various mantapam were finished
A’pond was sunk. Many miscellaneous things were attended to.

Now, Dear Reader, do you remember that the architect
left his prognant wifo behind ? She gave birth to a male child
The hoy in due course ascortained the whereabouts of the
fathor, nnd came in qnost of him. On the way he was attracted
by tho new Siva Temple, now buildiog. Soon finding out the
architect, and Bommi Reddi alsc, the young archituect told them
that by force of the lagnam or the hoar of commencemeunt, the
temple would have worship, not continuously but only intermit-
tootly. Nnturally Bommi Reddi was very much grieved! And ss
paturally did he seek his Divine Adviser Who said that the sor.
must Lo asked to fix another lagnam, in which a fort round. the
temple might bo begun.

Accordingly, tho son fixed an hour. In the north-easten
corner of the Temple, kalasam*was placed in the chosen hoar. To
test the efficacy of the hour, iron chains attached to the kalasam
were made to be drawn by elephants. The elapbants were
baffled ; but the kalasam stood firm! The fort was then built
slong the track ulreay marked ; and according to the Divine
will tho whole thing was finished within @ years from the date
of comwmoncement i . — 1278 A. D,

Then the inaugural ceremony necessary to declaro the

. Temple open was duly gone through. And worship was begun.

Ta Vessoly apnuxining éacmd wator for corcraonial purpoRres.

Y
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" ot Julakantsroarar shd Akhilandesuurs, the Mok Slitks Fetinlo
" Foroes of Niture. Minor Deities Wore placed all’ totd,  An

- dgrahgram, or houses for Brahmins, was built within the fort;
~ ound streéts for Kshatriyas, Visyas and Sudras were i‘aa.
- And out-side the fort, Chattrams and offices and st}ree"ts‘#‘q'
. brought into existence all round, o that the Deity might 59

“taken round in procession on important occasions, The fort

. #nd the town were then called Vellore, for the réason thab
. babul forest (Qaeéa1®) had to be cleared for the construction

6t the temple and the fort. o
And now one more difficulty prosented itself to Bommi

' Reddi. Having beon solong only a subject and not a raler,  he

felt himself unworthy of tho royal dignity. His Friend, however

* wetiled the difficulty by directing him to go to Proudha Dera
" Roya who was reigning" in Penukonda. and his son Veikata

-

Deve Raya. Accordingly, when Bommi Reddi went to them |

- with the offer of o fort and o small kingdom round it, they
- readily consented, '

- Qonjeevaram.  Ginjes fell o the share of _Rama
. Meharaya Ohandmgiri,‘ Tirupeti pnd Pénnkbnaa':ﬁha {he.
' ©f Vasu Deva Maharaya. = =" o7 o oo e

~ Deva Maharaya to Vellore, and escorted bim to t8
* worship God. Thereafter he was duly installed

* And bechuse a Rays becswe the first roler ‘of'
- fore was this fown called Raye Vellord.: -

| to be cousidered. bhir
' determination. of this- all-i
- thet ‘the Kudjan in my possession gives ¢

But Proudha Deva Raya had four sons and, thotefbre,“ he

-wanted to divide his dominions among them. Lot was cast

sd Vellore casie to the sha¥s.of Venkata Devé Riya. Chakrac
puram asd Srinagaraty fell to the lof of Achute Deva Rays .
D’?ﬂvg‘,-i ‘.

Then Bomti Reddi with intense dehghtbmﬁght\vw 3y

ht Fofalatyls

Vollote]"

The quenﬁ;ﬁ of the

mt question



20

n date as 1269-1278 A.D. We have seen also that the Dmt{-;ce )

Manual gives 1274 A.D. as the date of the.beginning. Mr.
Stuart, the learned Editor of the Dt. Manual adds the following
foot-note.'¢“ On the walls of the temple of Malayampa.ttn,
in the ;Gudiattam Talng, is found an inscription which serves to
fix the dato of Bommi Reddi. It vecords the fact that the temple
was built by the ** Great Lord and Poligar Venkata Bommi
Nayani Lingawa Naidu” in 8. 8. 1320 or A. D. 1398, As this
Lingama Nayadn was evidently the son of Bommi Nayadu,
the latter conld not have built the Vellore Temple much earlier
than the middle of the fourteenth Century.”

Sir W. W. Yunter!? also givos the same date 12741283
A. D. Alexander Rea, M. R. A. 8.,'® the Archeslogical surveyor
to the Govt. of Madras, includes tho Vellore Temple among
the later Dravidian Temples, which belong aceording to this
great authority to “the 15th Century ot-seq.” Dr. Caldwell
says '? “Tho Forts of Chandragiri and Yelar are said to have
been built by him {Vira Narasimha Rayar, whose reign com-
menced in 1437). By some, however, they are suid to havebeen
bailt by his great successor Krishna Raya.’’ Sewell’s?? remarks
on this vexed question of the date of the Vellore Temple, will
be interesting. Ilo says “various dates are given for the
construction of the temple. Soms native tradibions maks it A. D.
1274, and that of the fort A. D. 1205, a succession of eleven
Kings being given from Bowmi Reddi, the north-country
founder, to Krishnadeva Reyw A, D. 1536. This date, it is need-
less to say, is wrong ; and wa want somo proof of the existence
of the elevon chiefs, Another account {Madras Journal XX 274)
states that the Reddi built the fort only 25 years before
Krishna Deva Roya of Vijiyanagar became poosessed of it This
wonld make its date as Jute as A, D. 1485 or there abouts, ”
Captain H. H. Cole R, E.?* the curator of Ancient Monuments

'8, Fpot acte 10 T. 419, Yol II, 17 Gasetteer of Indin.  18. List of
Anolent sments T. 1%, 19. NMistory of Tinnsvelly Chp. 11 P. 48,
*R0. Lists of Astiquities (Madran) Yol. I P. 164,  £1. Prescrvation of N atioun’
;‘yhcnnmonu (’Ktulu Pron) P. 7,
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/48,  Indis, ma.kes of the % Kalyma,l(antapam” wlmh /he charac-
“forizes as * the . gem of the whole place” date from (350 A. D
I may also say here that *the memorandum of the fors of
“ Yellore,3? ” the English manuscript of 1815 referred to in the

;,Pnfm, refers to the event as having taken place about 450
]url ago s.6. about 1865 A. D, :

-~ Dear Reader, I confess I am confounded by thi oha.ou of
MMmdlcnom But we must do what lies in our prower. The
oily two things that can be of may use in this connection are
ﬂls names Kuri Kala Chola and Bowmi Reddi,

_ Firssthen abont Karikala Chola. Dr. Caldwell says?s ¢ Karx
‘Kala Chola’s name occupies an important placo in Chola tradis
W in connection with the life of Rawanujacharys, the great
Vmshnav& teacher ; but it is unccrtain whether the Karikals

ola mentioned in Tmnove]ly inscriptions is tho same peraon
or another person of the same. Dr. Burnell places the Karikala
‘Chols of Tanjore some whero about 930 A. D. This would
‘be too early for any suceessor of Kulothunga Chola, as the
Moriknla of Tinnevelly seems to have been. It is also too
“rly for the date of 'Kariksla Chola by whom Ram&lul}ﬁ
W peraeonted Ramsnu]a is said to huve Hed from Kurikale's
;pordecntions to the Court of Bhitti Deva, the Bellala king . of
Dwarwmudra, whom he converted from the Jaina to the
Vﬁlhn&va Faith. 'l'he king on his conversion, took the niew
pame of Vishnuvardhana, and this event has been siways plaoéﬂ
in tho begmmng of the 12th Cent. Rice in his Mysore igserip-
#ion places it in A. D 1117, 'This is one .?f the, most mpoxtaﬂi
oras in south Indian’ Hl»tory, ns it gives ns
oan depend and £rom whioh . we cao | oalﬁiﬁ o
farwsrds ? :

© . From ﬂns precious : oxh'act,
Knnkala Chola oi Tnn]ora :
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is ¥mown beyond doubt to have been early in the 12th veatury, -

But the Karikala Chola of Kailasapatnam is, it appears to tad; -

can be neither the one nor the other, but o different person

altogther. For even the dato given in the Kadjan, the carliest

given, is only 1269 A. D.

There is another dim light falling from a different guarter

on this King of Dsrkuess, Kuriknla. This is no vther than the'.

geuealogy already referred to in the Introduction ¥4
From the two genealogiosl tables, one given in the local
chronicle of Narayanavanam, aud the other inthe Tirutfenj
inscriptions, the infercnce is irvesistable that Chekravar-
thi is only snother name of Adondai. Adondai being the
son of Kulothunga, and Chakravarthi being givon.as the son
of Karikala, the question that Sewell raises is whother Karikala
is. only anothor mawme for Adoundai. It evidently looks as if it
is, If #0, the date of Karikals must be 1064-1113 A. D. This
date, also, is muoh earlier than that of the Kadjan,

Even this, after all, does not help us. Karikala Chola does’
indeed, as Dr. Caldwell has alrendy pointed out, play a very
important part in South Indinn Histary.  But upparently there
seems to have beeu even wore Karikalas thau have been yeb
brought to light. And I venture to think that the Karikela
of the Kadjan may be provisionally added to the list, to be
oonfirmed there only whon the Kadjan is corroborated by rock-
out oharacters.

We must now hasten to turn our eyes to Bommi Reddi,
i hOpos that he at least will help us over the diffieutty. Undor
the various designations of Bommi Reddiar, Bomma Nripati,
Bomms Nayaka, Bomma Nuyan, we find references made to him
in very many inscriptions. All these inscriptious, however, un-

doubtedly make him a denl more modern than the Bommi Reddi

- ol she Kadjan. Amsong the historical resnlts obtained from the
w0ve important of these inseriptions, Dr. Haltzach?s menlaons 1

’ ‘« 2. P. 3 s Woot-note 7 2, Soath Indion Josorption Yoi. I P. 69,
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“he Sinna Bomma Nayaks of the mwmptm is perhapu
identical with Bommi Reddi ov Nayadu to whow. tradition,
assigns the foundation of the Vellore Templa'” It the two.
should De identical, the fort must bave beem built only in thc
Tatter half of the 1(th Century. :

This date is much later than the latest given by the others.
And no case has béen made out agninst the tradition, or its expor
'nent the Kadjan. On the other hand, with dus deference to
the high anthority of Dr. Hultesch, who only says thab
Bommi Reddi, the traditiona] hero, and Bommi Nayak of
Vellore, are. perhapa identical, the probability meems to
e the other way. Dr. Hultzsch?6 himself refers to the Vilapake.
grant of Venkata I, which mentious the son and. the futher of.
Veluri-Bomma. Naipnti, ' he father is Virappa Nayaka Kshmapa.,
But the father of Bommi Reddi, the traditional builder of the
Fort, is Yadama Reddi. The futher’s name rests on the ‘same
shaky .ground of tradition, as the son’s name.itself. Both
must stand: or fall together. Presumably, therefore, the. two.
parsons are not one. ,

“Again there is this reason to say that Bbmm -Reddi sudi
Veluru Bomma Nripati are different. Infthe K‘ud;uﬁ oT6 TERRON”

“why Bommi Reddi wanted a differcnt person'to rule over ﬁr\

naw town was that he himself was only a peasant’ sml ‘no prmm,\
a ryot and no member of the royal famxly '

For my own part, I'think it qmta pambley noki to
probable, that Bommi Reddi, s peswsnt: that:he was. in:
bigiuning, wag, by being made the head of a: smuli: priveige
raised to the Poerage, as it were, by the: ¢ ke Vigayat
ruler, whom Bommi Beddibad installed: ©
Velur; and that his dasoandun pshavofore: went hythdegnﬁi
name 6f Prigces. &

gard: to
gwen in the body of the aBusl,
T 36, Bouth Tnd. m. m,x ®.
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insoriplion in the}, Temple of Malayambattu in the Gudiyattaw
Taluq This temple, it would seem, was built by the great Lord
and Poligar Venkata Bommi Nayani ngama Nayadu m 1398
A.D. We have' already seen that, in the Vllapaka grant
of Venkata 1 of 152), Linga-bhupala was made the son of
Veluri Bomma Nayakar. Tn the above Malayambatta inscription
Lingama Nayak, the son,is \building a temple in 1398. Are
these two differcnt persons altogether !

As regards the Mnlnynmbattn inscription itself, Dr. Hu-
tzsch?7 gives an inscription in the Siva temple at Malayabattu
near Virincheepuram. In tho latter Nagama Naik, not Lingama
Naysk, is made the son of Veluru Bomma Nayak. And
the date is Saka 1524 or A. D. 1802. TIs the Malayampattu
inscription different from the Malayapattu one ? If so, there are
pot simply one or two, but three Bomma Nayakars.

A word about Mr. Sewell’s remarks about the date. He
says:- “Another account states that the Holdi bailt the forg only
25 years beforo Krishna Deva Raya of Vijayanagar became
possebsed of it. This would make its date as lute us A D. 1485
or throabouts.” The Fuglish document of 1815 says something
like this. Ior instance, it says that the fort was com-
pleted 25 years after the Templo and that at that stage
Krishna Deova Rayar took possession of tho fort, coustructed the
Surya Gunta &c. I find it hard to question the views of my
betters, Still, I do not sce why the date of the {ort should be as
Jate as 1495, True there may have been s Krishna Deva Rayar
in the begiuniug oi the 16th Centuory. That does not exolude
the existence of othaor Krishoa Deva Rayars before him. And as
s matter of fact there have been three of that name, one in the
14th the other in 15th, and the 3rd in the 16th Century If the
Fort should have been built 25 years before the first of that

name, the real date will not be fur removed from the supposed
dats, -

sv. South Tadiaa Tosoription Vol. 1, P. 137,

_undoabtedly gona throngh a ohnnge, 1t need not on that aw#u
;“'be said that the whole thmg is mythologwal. ‘
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- 8o the date given in the book will not be far redfowed from
truth. And until new light is thrown upon the genealogy of

- the Vijgyanagar dynasty, we may take the one given inthe

book as o tentative one.

The question of date being seb aside, one or two other
points Lave to be referred to here. First of all, as regards the
name of the Deity in the Temple. The name generally given is
 Jalnkanteswara Swami” or ¢ the Lord with water up to the
nack.” Jvarakhandeswara i8 the real name,. as is recorded in
the inscriptions and testified to even by the Puranas,

There arg.inscriptions in the following places :—Arapakam,

v Ariyur, Ammbwmtht, Sudupery, Sathuvachari, Sammanginellur,

and Parumai. All of them record gifts of the respective
villages fo the Jvarakhandeswara Temple by Sinna Bommi

- Nayaka, of whom we have already considered.

Jvarakbandeswara is also the name given in the local
chronicle of Virincheepuram. Here again the inscriptions and
deseriptions are in unison.

From Javarakhandesitwada to Jalakhandeawam and theuce

 to Jalakanteswara, the change is an easy one. Love of

laginess, as somebody says, is acoountable for this reenlt.
The gradual transformations are to be seen in tbexr’vatrmtb'
stagos io the inscriptions referred to.

Aft,er once tho latter names had becomo fairly eshabhahod,
then justification coame in us a matter of course. Tha angkrit
author of the Virinchipuram chronicle has not committed sk

~ slip. How did this ‘got into soy serious book? It will be
- intéresting to know if and whers & oopy. of the,

et
loéwd chroniole of 8ré Jvarakhandeswarar is avail Muoch
hght then will ba. thrown upon this question of the change
in'the God's denomidation.” But éven though the name hus
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It is thought by some that the name  Jalukantheswara”
led to tho cuncoction of the wholo Jegend. Granted. But these
themselves say that if not Jalakantheswara, there was Jwara-
Lhandaneswara, oun tho spot. What was the origin “of thut
namo ? Perhaps it may be suggested, that these forest tracts
must have been marshy and malarisl and that consequently
the God was called *the Destroyer of Fover,” Possible. God
does not giva Himself namcs. Tlo is a nameless God. We
givo Him names, according to our several capacities. And just
as gold is gold, even though wo call itiron, so Ho is Ho
whatever wo my call Ilim.

So Jelakantheswara, or Jwarakhandeswara, or something
superpatural, must have appoared there in some form. Other
wise why should a temple, and a temple of such vast propor-
tions, and such untold benuly, spring up in the centro of a
forest 7 That these wero all forest regions, once, every one must
admit. Something unusual, extraordinary, supernatural, miracu-
lous must havo taken place at the spot. Man is such a calenla-
ting being by nature, thut without & strong incentive, he will
not casily part with his coin. Tho Temple, Fort, and cvery
thing abouat them are a standing wilnevi of a forgotten fact. They
aro tho coucrete embodiment of an abstract principle. Thoy
sro the visible language of an invisible idea. Some body must
Jave boer smpressed with and overcome by some imposing sight.
He must havo been crried away by that; he must have wanted
to perpetuate it, immortalize it ; this must have become his ba-
all und end-all in lifo,

‘ﬁfb person wns Bommi Reddi of Bhadrachallam ; and tho
thing was a five-teated cow, feeding a five-headed cobra t Of
course, this is strange, inexplicable, mysterious! But, as Dr.
L. R. Scudder of Ranipet said the other day,*~ mighty ovents
require mighty causes. The appearance of such a Temple and
such a Fort cannot be explained by feeble picty. Something
must have ocourred to fill the whole mind of the man.

35. In 4 Joctuwse dolivored in tho Arcot Missivn College,

o7

We mnst remember that Hindos are a religious nation -

to the core. Tothem religion is the all-engrossing thought.
At least 8o they were in the not-distant past. Any unusual
thing appeared in & religious garb, In this cage, the extra-
ordinary sight must have acted on the mind of Bommi Reddi

~ with all the force of a “fixed idea.”” And he tried to express

and carry out the idea in sll directions,

Again, ‘as regards the hare-incident. We do not find overy

~ temple surrounded by a fort and a ditch. Why shounld this

_alone be? This phenomenon has to explained. The hare-cpisode
embodies the explanation. Of course, sach things are uot
of every day occurrence. Nor ore tewples and forts built
every d&}'-

Perhaps it may be suggested that the Fort was the main
object in view, and tho Temple was only an accessory. The
position of the Temple, with its renowned Kalyana Mantapam,
the pond in front, in which the Deity used to have the celebra~
tion of the boat-festiva), but which is now covered up with

" mud, Hinda religious figures-all round the ramparis, coupled

with the uiter want of auy purely secular or oivil bnilding inside
the Fort—all go to show that the Temple was the first ami
foremost idea. Add to these the fact that there are Manbapa
all along the rond leading to and from the Fort, where it is ssid
that the Deity was made to stop on ocou*s‘ of Fas(zal
"Processions round the Dharmalmga Hill, d the pre
becomes all the greater, -

I shall close this part of the subject, wi
Bommi Reddi, whoever - he was, wag
hearty in dovohon as valiant in arms and’ herow in deod-.




CEHAPTER III
The Mediaeval Period.

Wo Linve secn already that the Fort was completed Tn 1278
A. D. and placed in the hands of Venkata Deva Maharavar of
Penukonda. This was in 1230 A. D. according to the Kadjan.

The Rayar kings and the period of their reign are detailed

below. Years.

1, Venkatadevas Maharayar. 23
2. Krishnadova Muharayar {son) 15
3. Vasudeva Maharayar (son) ... 17
4. Aswadeva Maharayar (sonj ... 23
5. Veukatadova Maharayar {son) 20
6. Visudern Mabaraynr (son) ... 13
7. Krishnadova Maharayar (son) 20
8. Aswadeva Maharayar (son) ... 20
9, Praudadeva Maharayar (son) ... 20
10. Vasandova Maharayar (son) .., 20
11. Venkatadeva Maharayar (son) 26
12. Krishoadeva Maharayar (son) 30
252

Thus tho total number of Rayar
kings that reigned over tho Vellore Fort Territory was 12:
and the total poriod of their reign  was 252 years We aro
pow in 1532 A. D. Thorefore, the date of Krishnadevan
Maharayar! ig 1502—13532 A. D,

In the Dt Manual, also, n list of kings with dates is given,
According to this Krishnadeva Maharayn is made to ascend the
throne in 1586 A. D. Mr. Sewcll, as the result of the comparison
ol 8 number of inscriptions gives 1509—1530 as the date of
Krishna Deva Raja. Dr. Hultzseh quotes an inscription where
Krishna Devn Rajs, the brother of Viranarasimha Deova,
appears as king in 1513 A. D.

— s —— e . -

Ta Kriskns Deva Rayn ls atiributed the Buria Guuta pond; nnd to
Rrishna Reya Ammal, his wife, is attributed a village on the bark the Palar
Ihere in st this moment a village called Krishnapurawm ou the other side of {he
siver 3t is mot easy Lo determivo to what Kristnn Deva Haya theso enn be
weributed.  Chukile drug and Vanan drug are astributad to tho Inst of the three
oy the Kadjan, Another acoount is that they were built by the Mahiatias. (Vide
Mppendix )

- gorvice in the Temple—~no Brahmothgavam &c.
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So, then, the account given in the Kadjan fs not far
from truth, so far as it may be arrived at from a olose stndy
of theinscriptions. A

Mr. Sewell’s remarks have already been quoted. Perhaps,

_ if the Kadjan in question, had been before him, he would have

found no necessity for his remarks. And he would have also,
perhaps, fonnd soms solution of the difficalties he seems to
kave felt. For instance, in the genealogical tables of Vijianagar
kings, Narasimha is ropresented as having two wives. Krishna-
deva Raya is gtiven as the son of the vecond, Nagaladevi, whom
he has reason to suspect to be a dancing girl, but cannot declare
to be ono. Our Kadjan distnictly says that Venktadeva

.. Maharaya (whoso other name, or Dynasty name was Naragimha)
" had Krishnadeva Raya by the lighting wowan of the bed-room.

How useful evon the mnch noglected traditions are !

The Temple wasin a flourishing condition these 250 years.
Soon its glorious days were to come to a close. Krishna Deva
Raya was o pious and guiet-going sort of man. So, handing over

- the Kingdom to somebody, he went to a forest in quest of

peaco of mind !

It was ot this opportune time,,that Khan Khan from -
Delhi seized the Fort. The members of the family of Krishna ~
Dova BRayalu were so far under the inpresaion that he would
be returning from the forest. But when they came to under-
stand the arrival of the Moslem, they deserted the place end "
settled somewhere, Now Khan Khan and his son Mahommed
Khan reigned for 25 years, Abdulla Khan the latter’s son
reigned for 80 years. o : .

During these 55 years there was nothing but the daily -

Now two Maharattas, named Tukojee and Salla Row
came With their followers from the north and were laying siege

4o the Fort from the banks of the river Palar for nearly 1%

years. During the siege, the Mahrattas noticed a stone grow- -
ing of its own accord ot a distance of half a mile, The two

" out of ouriosity and piety, began to obsorve it and wmhlp it
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Then God appeared to them ina dream and revealed to them
His real nature. Tukoji built & temple and formed n village
round it. This is Senbakam. .

Then niter a time, Abdullakhan loft the Fort and lived in
a palaco by himself at a ;lace 2 miles nway to the west, ou the
road leading to Seringapata.n, and formed a small village round
it. He also built a fortress in tho contre of tho Sednperi
tank. Thusfar the Muhammadans had reigned for G7 years.
Then Tukoji reigned over tho Fort and the neighhourhood
for 40 years. Thon Tukoeji’s son, Sanoji Mullah Row reigned
for 20 yenrs. During their administration, the Brahmothsavam
&c., that had boen omitted, were again restored.

Now a certain Muhammadan ealled Deen Bahadar Rloof- -

khan came from the north and laid seige to the fort; and
having offercd a largo bribo (12000 gold) to the Mahrattas got

the fort from them. During his time there was noither Ablisha
kam nor Oothsavam but only Pooja goingon. He reigned for
22 yenrs.

Then Sivaji Row came from tho novth aud got the Fork
after a meigoe of 3 years. Ho reigned for 50 vears. During his
son’s reign, nll the varions kinds of Divine Services that had
been stopped were rovived.

At thia time, Daudkhan, a Nawab of the Patan family, and
Sadullakhan, his minister of the Nawathi family, with soldicrs
and followers, came down from Delhi and, ou their way south,
stopped at the immcuse forest, at the point whero the river
Palar  goes in two branches.”” OF course this refers to tho
place where the Newa river (Poiney R) joins the Paiar at
Tiravalam. Daud Khan cleard the fovost and founded & town,
which is the modern Arcot. After some time ho left tho place
for Delhi, making Sedullakhan, his minister, the ruler of the
Province.

Badullakhan now sent for his brother Gulam Ali Khan,
whom be made the ruler of Vellore. Gulsia Ali Khan ruled
for 15 years. His son Bokir Ali Khan ruled for 35 years,

His reign is made memorable by the building of the fortress on
the Dharmalinms 1111

3N
During his adwilistration Mahommed Alikhan, a descen-

‘dant of Sadutullakhan, sod the Nawabof Arcot, appointed

Eurpeans in his sorvice, and after baving taken Pondicherry
and R{adum, came to Vellore and captured it. %“’* A

#  There has been no service or worship, no aebhishekam or

Oothsavam ever since the time of Gulam Alikhan. So says
the Kadjan. And the period also is calenlated from the
founding of Vellore.
Years,
Rayar Dynasty (12 reigns) ... 250
Kankhan Dynasty (3 reigns) ... 67
Mahratte Dynasty (2 reigns) ... 60
Deen Bahadur Stoof khan 1 .., 22
Sivaji Dynasty 2 60
Gulaw Alikhan Dynasty 2 ... 50

Total number of years . 509
Bomit Reddi's rule 12
Grand Total - .. 521
The Temple was founded in ., . 1268 A.D.
Mahomed Ali captured Vellore in .., 1739 A, D.

T S SEn—

Worship stopped in the Temple, then, abdut 1740 A. D,

~ From tho above list it is clear that the Temple was built
in 1268 or 632 yoars ago; that its palmy days were during
Rayar administration, for 25 centuries, from 1268 to 1518
A.D;from 1518 A. D. opto 1789 A.D, s for a period of
321 years, the Temple was, as it had been predicted by the

- younger architeot, reoeiving worahip intermittently ; and that

from 1740 A. D, all worship has complately stopped. -

Thero stops also the Kadjan. It olozes with this: touching
gentence :— “Tha Temple worship has stopped from the time
of Gulam Alikhan. And itis not known by which blessed
person the worship and other things - are going to be restored !’

1 The Temple has been closed practically. No worship has
been going on from the tima of Gulam' AIi.“Khun.-‘The Temple
jwels hiave been carried away by the Mahommadans, say some,
my are secreted in some shbterranean rooms of the Temple,
soy others, The futurg only can seitle thiy important poipt.



O APTER LV.
The Modern Period.

+S0p,.. The dates given at the close of the preceding Chapter, do not
) rm‘p?‘mlly with the dates given in other places. For want of

“time, we cannot discuss the question here. ““In 1708 Dand Khan
came from' Delhi and onsted the Maharatas,” says Sir W. W.
Hanter. In1710 it wasgiven by Dost Ali to his son-in-law, whose
son, Murtiza Ali, murdered Sabadar Aliin 1741, For mors
than 20 years, the fort was the strong-hold of Murtiza Alj,
who dcfied the authority of his relative and chief, the Nawab
of Arcot, and his English allies. The English marched against
the town in 1756, but retired without making any serious effort.
Murtiza Ali held the fort till 1760, when an TEnglish force
again appeared before its walls, and retired at the earncst en-
treaty of tho Killadar.

An English garrison occupied Vellore soon after. Hyder
threatened the place in 1768, which held its own against
tremendous odds. In 1791 Vellore was the basis of T,ord Corn-
wallis’ march on Bangalore. After the fall of Tippu, his
family wns dctained here. The revolt of the Sepoys in 1808
has bLeen attributed to the intrignes of the members of Tippu’s
family. Colonel Gillespie put down the rovolt and saved the
place. Tippu’s family was since romoved to Bengal,

“Since 1806*” ¢ays Mr. Cox “two alarms have been raised
in the District, both at Vellare, which is largely inhabited by
Muhammadans.” In 1888, a foreigner who gave himself out
to be a Turk was arrested with treasonable correspondence in
his possession. A dosen others were also suspected and seized.
A moulvi of the Town was also imprisoned, for publishing

' treasonable book.

In 1869 the second a.larm ooourred. The Inspector Goneral
. of Police, held an inquiry. The result was that there was only
.m souspiracy among the orthcdx Muhammadans to arouse alarm
the WabaBees and prevent those sectarians from fre-

ad*heir mosques.
9, there has bean no distarbance in the Distriot.

R ® Dt. Manual Yol. I Page 118,

CHAPTER V.
. Topographical Notes.

. Ishall now give some interesting points about the T0: -
‘pography - of Vellora. Mr. Cox in his Mauual® says that Vellore
"mﬁfudes ten small villges. ” The following, I find, are tho

_Hames of these villages i—

1 Vellore Kasba;2 Adavananthal; 3 Ramanaya‘kanpnla-
yam:; 4 Allapucam; 5 Sankaran Palayam 6 Velapadi; 7 Thotta-
puluyo,m 8 Arnkanthampundi; 9 Kavarapottn. aad 19 Kosu-
pettm

Though I have tried to wake out the gradual grow Lh ol the

/ ,vaﬂons parts of Vellore, -y attempts have not bLeeu crowned

~ with any desirable amount of succeas.

Thottapalayam scews to occupy tho greater portion of
Yenoro. As to how this came to bo called by this name, Inm
‘given to undérstand that this was originally 8 Kattubadi’ TInam
‘granted to those who protected the mountain passes on tho
"Chittoor side; and that they wers allowed to settle and carry on

" "gardaning (Osec.d) hero. As to the origin of Pollayans in

general, I shall only refer the reader to Dr. Caldwell’s History

- +of Tinnevelly (Pages 5G-57.) {

" Kosapettas, seems to have been the latest to Fpring into

- sxistence.  Some potters were living iusidn the Pettaj, as the
. central block immediately to tho east of the Pommissary B azwar
Road was callod. A cortain Nawab, asked she potters to have

ﬂi# kiln ontside the limits of the town, in t.he placo which :js
‘now oalfed Kosa Street. They had their. kiln alone thero for

. gome t-me, sad gradually they came and settled there. Hence

‘the name.”

W_Adavammthal was a village with & tank. A great par} of
!;g present Officers’ line and . Kosapettai and the Esplanade to

~ thesouth of the Fort, was land irrigated by a tank, whose band
~.ran easbaud west along the road going in front of Captain,

1 Dbt. Mauual Yol. 11, P. 147,
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weii0's bungalow. The village still exists ; but the tank and.
:Fhe fields have been converted into hotses and streets, .

\' Arukanthampundi.—This, as the name indicates, is drived

‘From Ary (river) and Ranthan, another name for Subramania
‘Bwami.  This derivation differs from the one given. in the
Madras Manual of Administration, ? where the name of-the
village is derived from Arigandam, an iron frame worn ronadd
ihe neok for perferming a vow. '

Thero i3 a peenliarity about this village. It is situated side
‘by side with Thottapalayam. The explanation, I learn, ia thet
this village was once situated on the bank of the Palar, and
that on account of the encroachment of the river, the villagers
removed themselves to a safer locality. The name of the village
evidently leuds itself to this theory.

The other names spenk for themselves.

Koftai Street, T lenrn, was go called, becauso the people
who were once living inside the Fort wera nsked to remove
themscives to a place outside the Fo-t and in loving memnry
of their ancient sbode, the people culled their new place
after tha Fort,

Ka'ashara Strest was similaly called 80 by the Luskare
working in the fort.

Batherimidu (ugQsfiQsD) is derived from the Englwh
word Latiery.

I huve simply thrown ont soms hints.. T have had no
'hm to parsune this nterosting lins of inquiry, or een to
agont the few moro points that 1 may hnvealready nascertains
od. I shall only mention hora thas {find that thers were
two w.llx enclosing two differeut parts of the tuwn bLelow and
oounecting vhem with the hili-fortresses nbove. Madeas Bangas
.Jows Road separated the two parts, which were Mﬂ‘ pro-
-tooted, | huar, by ditches as woll.

2, Yol. LI P, 925,

- -



