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T am directed by the President and Members of the Board of
Revenue to transmit, for your information, and for the purpose of
being placed in the records of your Office, an Ext‘ract from a report
dated 7th September 1807, made by Mr. William Thackeray on the

revenue affairs of the Ceded Districts.

I am,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

J. HANBURY,

Secretary.

Forr St. GEORGE,

11th April 1814.

Despd. 19th July.



EXTRACT

FROM

. @illiam Thackeray's Beport,

PDated Sth September 1807.

HE Ceded Districts contain more oround
cupy the very heart of the peninsula

By SURVEY ACCOUNT.

Males 10,12,208
Females 9,05,168
Total 19,17,376 but

‘as the woman are perhaps not all included the

“population may be taken at two million.

Black cattle 11,98,613
Buffaloes ... 4,93,906
Sheep .o e 11,47,492
GoatS .o eee  wes eee e 6,94,633
Sirkar land cultivated, acres. 33.03,859 at a

rent of S. Ps. 18,562,985
‘Waste since 20 years, acres . 21,33,363
0l1d waste land uncultivated. 41,29,953
Enam land, acres... ... ... 25,99,747 at

an estimated rent of Star

Pagodas e e wee e 12,35,458
Sircar and Enam, acres ... 1.20,63.925
At a Swmvey rent of Star

Pagodas . e .. 3954407

long. This plain whether 1t be consid

* The labor and expense of clearing black land
is very great. For acres 100, They cut down the
trees and bushes then plough Hast and West for
a month then North and South another month
they are then employed in grubbing up the roots,
it is then harrowed with a ponderous machine for
2 month and half. The machinery used is so
heavy as to require 12 or 16 bullocks which work
grom morning till noon and then in general rest.
After the first great harrowing, they harrow with
two smaller machines with 6 bullocks each for a
fortnight, then with three smaller still with four
bullocks each for a week, again with still smaller
drawn by only 2 bullocks, then with labourers
clear the ground of roots fora fortnight, then
harrow again with the light harrows. After all
this preparation, Cotton and Korraloo are sown
together by a drill machine 3 days after it is
harrowed and smoothened Wwith bushes dragged
over it. 'They let‘it alone for a month and then
drill hoe it with the machine called Kuttlamettoo.
In another fortnight drill hoe it again and a week
after hoe it. 'This hoing ought thus to be repeat-
ed after a month ; and in another month or about
3 or 4 months after the seed is sown the crop is
ripe, and they gather it three or four times for a
month perhaps. Next year they may sow any
grain suited to black land. There is no occasion
to plough a field prepared in this manner for 20
years if it be taken care of, but it is annually har-
zowed with four bullocks and sown. 1f it is neglec-
ted the great plough and heavy machinery might
be again brought out. Good black land pays
a Pagoda per acre. The farmer has a favourable
rent to enable him to bring such land under cul-
tivation. A remission of 25 per cent. on the sur-
vey rent of this land would bring & good deal of it
under culture.

and people than Scotland. They oc-
. Adhoni is nearly equidistant from the
two Seas. This inland situation seems
to be the cause of the frequent droughts
which take place in the Ceded Districts.
The soil, however, is good, the black land
especiallay, which, when once cleared
and properly ploughed, requires nothing
more than a harrowing for the next
20 years. A farmer may cultivate a field
of this kind his whole life without per-
haps ploughing it more than once.
This black soil is most common in the
western Districts. A noble plain of 1t
is seen from the top of the Adhoni hill
extending N.W. and S.E. from the
Gootty District to the Toombuddra, six-
teen or twenty miles broad, and fifty
ered as an object of agriculture, or as
a landscope affords a grand prospect.
Tt is one of the first plains of black land
in the country.* It is the produce of
this black soil which is so valuable.
It seems to be pure black mold, runs
from 2 to 12 feet deep, but how 1t was
produced is difficult to guess. There
are no vestiges of decayed trees. The
red and black soils are often abruptly
mixed. The black soil is sometimes
found among rocks where trees could
never have grown and I can account
for its production no other way than
by supposing with the natives that God
had deposited it there. Round the hills
and rocks which abound, the soil is
nsually a red gravel which I attribute
to the ferruginous particles which are
washed down perpetually from the hills.
Both black and red land are mixed with
sand, Calcarious stones and particles.
In some red fields they cannot, nor ever
attempt to, clear the land of stones; the
more they plough, they raise stones,
they may carry them away, but raise
more next ploughing. In some respects
they may be useful. The northern
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boundary of the Ceded Districts is well defined, and the river affords a sure
protection for many months in the year. The River also fills some watercourses
which fertilize the country about Beejanuggur the ancient capital of the peninsula
and at Rampoor in Adhonz.

Tur great armies which have so often traversed the Ceded Districts have
destroyed the trecs except a few Topes which are met among the hills chiefly ; no
expence should be spared to plant trees especially palmiras The bare rocks and
want of trees give the Ceded Districts a rugged, if not a savage, appearance which
well agrees with the character of the people who are more laborious and hardy
and also more ferocious than the people below the ghats. Their food, dress and
form is more manly than those of other Indians whom I have seen. Even Rayets
carry arms, every village to the westward especially is fortified, and the village
people furnish an experienced garrison. The soil is more fertile than that of
Canara and Malabar, 2 or 3 nights rain in the Ceded Districts will ensure a
greater crop in proportion to the ground and seed than six months drizzling in
Canara. The black soil is the most fertile and when once well ploughed requires
little further trouble; but as the red soil is worked with slighter andbcheaper tools
the poorer farmers are generally found upon it. Drill husbandry is universal
The rains are uncertain. It ought to fall in June, and at that time the Ra et&;
are all looking out for a shower. One good nights rain is enough to put the geed
into the ground, but if it fails in June there is danger of the Crop being lost
In September and October the rains are heavy and often do as much (]am;cre b :
bursting the Tanks as the want of rain in the earlier months had occasionefiD 15;
a litttle of that rain which deluges Canara, tears up its soil, and perhaps injures
agriculture in some respects, could be brought into the Ceded Districts, the
would be the most fertile perhaps in the peninsula. Dew in the Cold mont’hs iry;
some measure supplies the want of rain and Wheat, and White Jonna is perhaps
assisted by it. The want of rain during 1800 and this year too had given the
Ceded Districts a most melancholy appearance, and T was much disappointed at
seing nothing but rocks or the bare red or black soil when everything should
have been green. I had hoped to have observed the extension of cultivation from
the extent of green fields but from the
hills I could only tell how much land

Account or CurrivarioxN 1¥ THE CEDED DISTRICTS.

| 5 s 4 5 L ~ had been brought under the plough from

S o the industry of Fusly 1215. In Adhoni

Yoars,| Pryland Garden| g %;Z}tlx;?‘ﬁf I could see the cultivation had been con-
nores. | ores. | siderably extended since my time and

Fusly in other Districts I was surprized to see
1210 [19,01,050, ... |2,14,325 31,15,375\ Theso fone DOW much land had been lately under
1211 122,441,381 . 2,58,592‘l 24,62,973"‘ly{z"‘lr;‘l‘:‘;g‘;: cultivation more than perhaps in most
1212 2398528 .. [2,46,281) 26,44,605) | 1ateof tho large countries of the peninsula. How-
1213 20,390,368 .. |2,54,839] 26,9420 500 ever the land can bear a much higher
1214 |27,48,57411,00,67611,74,356] 30,25,606 culture. There is much waste in Mala-
1215 130,20,52711,03, 06011 85,509 53,0199 T Oszfvez bar and Canara, because the Valleys only
1216 196 67 00ul 9500715 25157 a1 Jchieﬂy_ are fit for the plough-. But what there
Yiy ,00711,23,157| 28,85,168 i

/5%, is fit for the plough is thoroughly culti-

7= vated. In the Ceded Districts poverty
cramps the efforts of the Rayets. I saw some putting the seed into the ground
with the drill plough without any previous preparation with a busk pressed down
by a large stone upon it dragging behind instead of a harrow. This slovenly
husbandry is common in the red land. However I am sorry to say I had little
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opportunity of observing the husbandry of the Ceded Districts because every
thing was at a stand for want of rain.

TrE people of the Ceded Districts are the poorest perhaps under this Gov-
ernment. So far from having any property in the soil like the land holders of
‘ Canara and Malabar they were seldom

bt °ft§’ﬁ;§h§l§ii°tg?§ll§£ii§d T i heie g even fixed farmers, but ran about from
wandering is a simptom of poverty. farm to farm, from village to village, just
as they could get the best terms. They

are now only beginning to settle. Even the houses are chiefly Sirkar property
and the only proprietors of land are the
Enamdars who are*of kinds. The Enam
lands of the Village servants are usually
pretty well cultivated. These Enams were established under the Beejanuggur
Government. They were resumed by Tippoo who allowed a salary in lieu of them ;

* So in the Original.

‘however as they usually kept their lands and charged their pay as Sirkar rent the

resumption was in reality fictitious. Major Munro has described the several
Enams of the villages very amply.

Tue Duswant Enams were originally granted to persons who undertook to
build tanks and are of 3 kinds. In one kind the builder of the tank is allowed to
cultivate a certain field according to the quantity of water in the tank, or else he
gets a certain share of the produce, or else a certain extent of land under the tank.
This Enam is therefore a landed estate which is the mere valuable to the Hindoo
because connected with the useful and estiu.able work of having constructed a
tank.

By an average of 15 years accounts of prices it appears that suppose a Rayet
of the middle class occupied 15681 acres
of dry, 5 acres of garden, and 13 acres
of wet land, in the whole 176} which he cultivates with the bullocks. His dry

land consists of red and black; he may
# Tt is difficult to get true accounts. The ac- have 127% acres of black which is of

Vide Statement No. 2,

count of one Rayot would not either be correct in

itself nor would it show the geucral state of hus-
bandry. The following is the result of an investi-
gation of Rayets and accounts for small parts
of the Ceded Districts—a Rayet cultivating in
this manner is a considerable farmer, tho’ only
reckoned in the second class; poor Rayets who
have only 80, 40 or 50 acres or less raiss less pro-
duce and live worse and they are enabled to live
at all only by their getting as wages of labor what
this Rayet would pay to hir.d laborers. But tho'
this farm may be said to be cultivated pretty well,
yet it would be susceptible of much higher cultis
vation and of course would produce a greater
profit to the farmer since the rent bas been fixed

by the survey.
Ix his second sort of land of which

8 sorts ¥ besides gurug land mixed with
stones and Toowa land mixed with
sand. In the first sort of land of
which the proportion may be 12 acres
he will sow Jari alone—about 15 seers
of seed grain sown in these 12% acres
may produce 3,120 seers of grain
which may sell for Madras Pagodas
19-6-0 and the Rayet may pay Sirkar
rent 12-6-0.

he may have 40 acres he will sow 194

seers of different grains, five or six different species together—which will produce
6354 seers, which will sell for Pagodas 48-8-0; the Sirkar rent for these 40 acres

will be 24-0-0.

Ix his third sort of land of which he may have 60 acres he will have several
species, among the rest 40 acres of Cotton and grain together; he will sow seed
3241 seevs and reap 7,845 seers which may sell for 40-5-0 and of which the

Sirkars rent may be 18-0-0.

In his gurrug or stony ground of about 7} acres he will sow 6 seers of
kungoni and reap 600 seers which will sell for 2-6-0 and pay Sirkar rent 1-6-0.
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_ Inhis 75 acres of sandy soil he will sow 27 seers and reap 666 seers of grain
which may sell for Pagodas 3-4-0 and pay Sirkar rent 0-9-0,

T whole of his 127} acres of black land supposing them cleared in the way
described will therefore be cultivated

* Chiefly Jorma which is the grain of the Ceded i ' ] i

o @ 5 the g { with 4 1 § 1
Dlﬁtl‘lcfs and which is worth Madras Pagodas h 4 )1111'001(@,. will require 5664 peers
6-6-0 per 960 pukka scers on an average of 17 of sced grain, will produce 18,585 seers

years.  Cotlon is another chief product of black of different kinds * 1

land, and the price at the same average is Madras 114-5-0: add ori which &Ite “.’Ol'th

Pagodas 11~0-0 per Maund, The net produce —o=0; add price of straw it will be

of black land is about half the gross produce. 121-5-0, from which 22-4-8 must be
deducted for merah, &c., and of the

balance 99-1-8 the Sirkar’s rent is 56-9-0, the Rayet’s share 42-4-8. This sum

is absorbed by the cxpences of husbandry which may be taken at an annual
charge of 47-8-13 viz.

2—6—4 Implements of hushandry.

4—0—0 Annual charge of bullocks calculating the original purchase and
7 dividing it upon the 8 years the animal is supposed to wark.
11—3-—0 The kecp of cattle including grain cotton seeds for fattening and

salt and masal.

15—6—0 The household expences of the Rayet which may be charged
against the produce of his black land being 63 seers of grain per
diem, and salt, and masal.

10—8—8 The wages of labor which he pays in grain chiefly 6 seers per
diem for 260 days.

3—9—1 The expence of seed grain 5661 seers is the whole expence of
cultivating 1271 acres of black land.

47—8-13

‘ Taw same Rayct will cultivate, it may be supposed, 302 acres of red land of
Wplch there may be 3 sorts. Of the first sort he may have 12 acres in which he
will sow 90 seers of different species of grain, and raise 2,133 seers which may sell
for Pagodas 11-3-13, of which the Sirkar rent may be 4-5-6.

He will have 62 acres of the second sort of red land in which he will sow
55 seers of different grains and raise 756 seers which may sell for 2-7~13 and pay
Sl?kar rent 1-6-6.  In 12 acres of the 3rd sort he will sow 149 seers of grain
chiefly gram which is the best thing to put in bad red land and raise 1,080 seers
of produce which may sell for 3-11-4 and pay Sirkar rent 1-3-12,

Tur account of his 303 acres of red land will therefore stand thus—he will
haxte four bullocks, will sow 294 seers of different species, will raise 3,969 seers
Wluch. are worth 17-10-14, to which add price of grass and from which r’nerah and
sundries Lieing deducted leaves 14-2-12 of which he will pay 7-2-8 as Sirkar rent
and keep G-11-4.  The charges may be as follows :—

Implements of husbandry

Price of bullocks

Keep of cattlo
H(z)tfls:(];fll(; :&(pence.s: to b?'?hargﬁd against the produce}
Wages of labor . -
Price of sced grain

DD

— QO

Total expences of 303 acres of redland ... 14 2 16

A
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% Red land has been arranged in niore classes
by survey paying from ¥ to ¥  peracve; Fhe
average rent of red land mayor ¥ + 7 his kind
of soil requires much turning and ploughing 10
or 12 bullocks may be requisite for 100 acres tho’
they are now usually badly cultivated with fewer.
It is first clearcd by hand labor with the boe and
hatchet; aud then well plonghed. It is generally
stony in some places, they do not even attempt to
remove the stones. They manure cither by keep-
ing sheep on it. 1,000 sheep may be kept 10
nights on 6 acres and will manure them pretty
well, but this must be annually repeated. They
sometbimes manure with ashes, dust, &c., collected
in the village and such a manuring may last
4 years. 1t is either bought or comes from their
own yards. This spread thinly after a shower,
and ploughed in. They then level the ground with
a kind of harrow. The sced is then deposited by
means of a drill machme of a simple but good
construction. Lt is very light, consists of 3 shares
which make 3 furrows about 3 inches deep, and
3 hollow bamboos placed directly over ; the shares
join at top in one cup or receiver, in which the
seed is poured, aud drops thro’ the bamboos into
the furrows. A woman follows the plongh holding
a hollow bamboo perpendicularly with a cup at
top into which she pours secds of a larger size.
This bamboo is towed along by the drill machine
to which it is aflixed by a string 5 or 6 feet long.
The woman holds it steady with one hand and
pours in the seed with the other. The paloogoo
or plough with a horizantal share drawn by
2 bullocks follows, cutting the earth horizan-
tally and filling up the furrows. 4 persons and
4 bullocks are necessary to manage the drill and
Horizantal ploughs. One person drives the bul-
locks which draw the dritl machine, another pours
in the sced, a woman generally conducts the hol-
low cylinder which follows and a man or boy
drives the bullocks which follow with the hori.
zantal plough. 8 different kinds of seed are fre-
quently sown together. This machine is so simple,
light and I may say elegant that I have thoughtit
worth while to describe it. Before they begin work
it is painted and consecrated. The nett produce
of red land may be 1 the gross, when land is given
by Enamdars or others for a share in kind that
is the usual proportion. Gram and Vargo are the
chief productions of the red land. Gram usually
is sown after the first clearing and when the
geason allows of nothing else it sells on an average

of 17 years for Madras Pagadas 4~1-0 per 960
pukka seers.

+ So in the original,

————~——~

* In his 5 acres of garden he will
have 3 sorts of land which require dif-
ferent management and produce 2 crops
in the year. His first crop in one acre
of the best land will be the grain called
Ragge of which he will sow 12 and reap
1,536, Seers which may be worth 8-9-0,
his second crop will consist of Indian
corn, brinjal and chillies and may be
worth pagodas 8-6-0. His two crops
will therefore produce 17-3-0 but oub
of this he must pay Sirkar rent 10-0-0.

Or the second kind of garden land
he may have 2 acres and 2 crops, his first
crop will be Jari and a root termed
Rutnah and be worth 21-0-0 his second
crop garlic. Tobacco and Onions may
be worth 13-6-0. His two crops on
2 acres of second sort of garden land
will be worth 34-6-0 but he will pay
Sirkar rent 16-0-0.

He will have 2 acres of a third sort
on which his first crop will be grain of
which he will sow 14} and reap 1,776,
Seers which may be worth 10-0-0. His
2nd crop be worth 8-9-0 total 2 crops
on 2 acres of third sort of garden land
will be worth 18-9-0 and pay Sirkar
rent 10-0-0.

Tae total produce therefore of
5 acres of garden land cultivated with
4 bullocks will be 6,432, seers of grain
besides Onions, Tobacco, &c., which will
be altogether worth 70-6-0 add priee of
straw and it will be 73-0-0 from which
merah, &c., 7-6-0 must be deducted and
there will remain .. 60-6-0
of which the Sirkar rent will be 36-0-0
There will remain to the Rayet 29-6-0

The annual charges against garden land may be as follows :—

Price of bullocks

Keep of do.

Wages of laborers
Weeding
Repairing wells

Expence of seed grain

Expence of a draw well Rope for 1
2 large leather bags for holding it and drawing it up. 4
Iron ring for the mouth of the bag 3

3

Sundries

Y] ved v

Lol LI IS L)
OO0
WO OOQO

drawing up water. 6 0

0 0
v e 00
. ‘e v 00

— 6 0 O

Total expence of 5 acres of garden ... 28 2 8
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* By the Survey account there are 50,258 wells
in the Ceded Districts of which 13,914 are out of
repairs. Garden produce is snpposed to pay 64

per cent, of the whole land rent.
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I must here remark how important
an object garden cultivation is, how the
revenue and the subsistence of the peo-
ple are secured by wells. *

In his 13 acres of wet or paddy land the Rayet may with 4 bullocks sow

t He may gometimes have sugarcane. By oneac-
count which I got near Kodikonda an acre cultiva-
ted with sugarcane may produce Ky. Pags. 38-0-0
the charges are Pags. 28-9.0
the Sirkar rent Pags. 5-0-0
but T profer the general average taken from the
cntcheri by which it appears that. §

I So in the original.

1,512 seers and raise 26,160 seers of
grain. T Out of 13 therc may be 3 acres
of the first sort of land which may re-
quire 288 seers of seed for two crops,
the first of fine, the second of coarser,

and may produce 7440 seers of grain
P. F. C.
which may be worth 40-10-8 but out

of which he must pay Sirkar rent, 24-0-0.

Ix his second sort of wet land of which there may be 4 acres, he will have
two crops sowing 576 and reaping 8,160 seers of grain worth 40-6-0, out of which

he pays Sirkar rent 24-0-0.

In 6 acres of a third inferior sort of land he may sow 648 and reap 10,560
seers of grain in two crops worth 52-6-0 and pay Sirkar rent 80-0-0.

Tue total produce of 13 acres of wet land therefore will be 26,160 seers of
grain worth 133-10-8, from which merah, &c., sundries must be deducted and
price of straw added, and there will remain 123-10-8 of which the Sirkar rent will
be 78-0-0, the Rayet will get 45-10-8. The charges will be as follows :—

Price of bullocks
Keop of cattle
Wages of labour

Weeding, manuring, sowing, &c., sundry charges ... 16 3 0

1,512 seers of seed grain

Total charges of 13 acres of wet

* Wet land pays 3612 of the whole land revenue
of the Ceded Districts. The survey accounts
makes 8 different kinds of wet land tho’ 3 was
the old division and is sufficiently nice for such a
general average as thiy,

PERCENTAGR TO THE SIRKAR, T0 RAYEY.
On the gross produce.., ... e 43-57=100
On the produce deducting merah, &e. 55-45=100

2 0 0
1 0 0
4 1 01 ]
7507
.81 7 2

* Tins Rayet will therefore culti-
vate 1764 acres of red and black dry
and garden and wet Paddy ground with
16 bullocks, will raise produce including
straw worth Pagodas 354-8-0 from
which merah, &ec., sundry charges being
deducted, there romains Pags. 302-8-12
of which the Sirkar rent will come to
178-0-8 and the Rayets share to 124-8-4,
which will be expended as follows :—

Implements of husbandry ... .. 3 8 4
Price of 16 bullocks divided on each year ... .. 11 3 0
Keep of cattle .. 2011 0

Keep of Rayet’s family which are not bettor treated
than his cattle .20 6 0
Hire of labourers L2411 3
Weeding, &ec. ... .19 7 0
Repairing of wells .10 0
Expense of seed grain .13 10 10
Expense of a draw well . .. 6 0 0
Total charges ,,, 121 9 1
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o MBut to the total produce of the land as abox;aags;:;;:d 01.- o4 8 4
Must be added the clear profit on sundries on 2 5 o
2 buffaloes
5 cows besides milk for the family i g ?)
100 sheep ... P
4 cock and hens o1

3 boar and sow ... o e
The spinning of an old woman and girl bes@es
cloths for the family produces 2-5-0, but takmg
4 persons spinping in a Rayets house of this

class it may be reckoned g 13 8
i of bulloks of out 0 9 0
Picking cotton N Pag@;—_j —2-}—_9——(—)
Total income of the Rayet, Madras Pagodas... - };i g ‘{:
Deduct charges as above —_2?_1_?_?:

And it will seen that a profit remains of

U

i n this.
A Rayet of the fist class gets more, a Rayet o-f the ’g}lﬁrdaljrii :g: e
i ¢ 5 years prices. e
"hi drawn out on an average of 15 year
Hhis ecount years makes the produce and prop}c;x.'-
h . . N *

* Because two years of scarcity are added in  tions some what dlﬁelenf;. ' But ¢ 1;

which grain was uncommonly dear and the value account of a Raye t's cultivation may
of the produce is consequently taken higher. think be depended apon. The result

of different statements which I got out of the Collector Colonel' ll\lux';'}(l) 8 Ig;lztlzzle;';

and have translated will shew the particul}z:r items an(z1 t'ltl;e nf:;a;é e :at o
’s share somewhat more and 1 !

the wholo makes the Hayers e cent. of the gross produce; a wealthy

4+ The merah is part of the cbarges of husban- gets more than a poor Rayet by securing

. The Rayet gets service in = . . o 5o high. the
g;‘{ml}l(l)tfgf ft?e TI? zontributes };hergfore to raising his grain until the pric oh,

the produce and is not part of the rent or clear poor man is obliged to dlSpOSO of it at
profit derived from the sole agency of mother
earth.

It appears therefore that the whole 1

once.t

andlord’s rent is taken by the Sirkar.
The profit { which appears to accrue to

4 By one average M. Ps. ... .. 2311 2 the Rayets in the form described arises
By another 23 3 1 chiefly from his live stock, and whqn
By third o e * bad seasons are taken into the account

ch he must maintain his family and stock on the proﬁtlof df,or'mert yea:)lzs;
there seems no danger in asserting that generally the whole -land zr 1sx r:lax;l 1% :
Qirkar. In Canara and Malabar it is proposed to give the land holder
e e t. £ the landlord’s rent. But there bad seasons never occur, 80 that
. pel(') cer; éezt of the rent would not put the Rayets of ?he Ceded Districts on
oven pfe tin 'as those of Canara and Malabar. Supposing that one season out
the same oOb dgas to prevent the cultivation of his land the Rayet ought ',oo ge§
20 pov S(; i‘ the landlord’s rent of common years or rather the landlord’s rent
e ce’?h‘ Otandard ought to be 20 per cent. below the nett produce ?f each
o asd 48 ; or cent. remission or such a rent would put him on the footing of 8
ﬁ:ﬁbﬁ prop}:'ietor. .We ought therefore to remit a3 much as possible to the

during wh
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Rayets of the Ceded Districts and other surveyed Provinces, whether we consider
the climatc or the present assessment, rather than to the subalpine proprictors
’ of Canara and Malabar.* The Rayets
of tho Ceded Districts arc a very indus-
trious race and are perhaps the best
men in the world for the cultivation of
the earth. They are hushandmen by
caste. In Europe if a man has fonr
sons two or three may become tailors,
soldiers, or tradesmen; but here they

only fy e e W 1502080 710 uet all follow their hereditary profes-

o et o Rt sion of husbandary.  They havo conti
those Provinces. nued to pay the landlord’s rent and have

prospered as farmers under the able
management of Colonel Munro, but it requires a share of the rent to cnable them

to become small propriotors and extend cultivation to the utmost a remission of

. l L ho 10 per cent. might perhaps not make
consider it nunecessary {o argue on the ad- .

vantages of a light rent as it regards the country, up to them the I?SS Whmh. they must
becanse it appears as clear as any moral conclusion feel when 4 new (JOHOCtOI' 18 seb over
can that industry stock and population must be them. 1t may Le said that the Ceded
increased by a light rent. o v,

Districts have improved so much under
the Company’s Government that a remission of rent seems unnecessary ; however
they might improve still morc under a management cqually efficient and under a
land revenue which should leave the Rayets a share of the landlord’s rent.

SURVEY.
* Rental of cultivated lands
in the Ceded Districts is
Ky. Pags. . - 2119,158 8 8}
If the Malabar plan were
adopted it would be neces-
sary to remit % of this
rental or ... .. 847,663 5 6}
There whould remain there-
fore to the Government

Masor Muxnko in his Report of the 12th August 1801 has given a full account
of the former state of the land revenue in the Ceded Distriets, He observes
that as the troubles which have prevailed having occasioned the destruction of
former accounts it is difficult to ascertain the state of the revenue in ancient
times, however from the facts he states and from his inferences it is apparent that
the land has all along been the property of the Sirkar, for the ancient Princes
used to grant away the property in the soil as well as the Government rent, a proof
that the soil itself belonged to the soverign. Tradition says that the Beeganuggur

Government took half the pro duce estimated in kind and converted into money
at a rate unfavorable to the Rayets.

ko the nature of the system the revenue must have varied. However it
most likely exceeded 24,84,188-3-62, the Kamil settlement which was fixed by the
Mahometans a few years after the conquest of Beeganuggar, because a great loss
of people and stock must have attended the forcible subyersion of that Govern-
ment and the revenue must bave fallen in consequence.

Tur avowed principal of the Mahometan settlement was an equal division of
the produce between the Government and the Rayet and conversion of produce

in kind into money at the average price of 10 preceding years, but the Rayet was
further burthened with the payment of fees.

Tuers were, it is said, at that period but few chiefs like the present Poligars.
Those who existed were rated at the full Kamil and their services remitted. The
Polligars of Anantpoor, Raydroog and Owke were great Officers of State under
the Beeganuggur Government and beld their Districts as personal Jageers for
their maintenance. Even the Annagoody Rajahs, the desendants of the Royal
racc who governed the southern part of the peninsula, were at last subdued and
bho” permitted to hold a fev. districts were subjected to a peshkush.

Egtract from Mr. William Thackeray’s Report, dated 8th September 1807. 9
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1 . ischief arose between that
T'ar numerous Polligars who have done so much misc

period and the time of Aurungzebe. |
is no ascertaining the amount of revenue under Aurung.yieb.e, tt)ulz it
| ably below the Kamil, because in his sunnuds the Kan?l , 18 taken
and deductions are usually made for waste. This waste was
( astations of the Polligars who started up between
, and the conquest of the Moghals.

THERE
was most prob
as the standard,
probably occasioned by the dev of
the subversion of the Beeganuggur Empire
the amount of revenue between the

- e
IRE 1S ossibility of ascertaining ;
! d when the Mahrattas got possession

date of the Kamil and the year A.D. 1756,
y try.
of great part of the country |
Teppr’s assessment was Ky. Pagodas 19,77,776 and tho augmented by ;ihg_
R xceeded but little that of 1756, because the Troops ha

resumption of o, during the conquest and Hyder himself had but little

committed ravages probably .
leisure to attend to revenue affairs. N N

TuE revenue rose from 1779 to 1738, 'from T.ippoo ralélng rez}t:;lt rl‘:’f‘lllli e
the Polligars, and in some degree establishing a ;*1goro&s 02\ :‘;}S emi)led ho In-
crease took place chiefly in Goorrlm;lkonda, w Jgrg .’ ppout o oenligars
considerably to the revenue, because Lis father had driven

ER N 7 ;9 ere w reatb decline Of revenue chie y
0} AD ] 89 to AD 1 9, tll re ) as :'L glea g u = “
i thOSQ {)iStPiCtS Wbl-Cll {ell lllldeI the Nizam’s GOVGI nment 1n 1/92 and 01'1g1na-
n 9

; f the Government, the

1 . of Managers, the weakness o '
ted in the frequent chunge i return of the Polligars, whose old Dis-
Fide Majov 3o tricts were not only restored but even

. . o . ]
’ b {3 0 to]
1NCY (:/(ise(l S11 q (] (23 214005,
il‘)“l 1a1s1n ',l e I ll[ al (l X (;‘H ‘ nes I[ m I(}”l“ oose h()rsen]en

to dragoon the country and from anticipating the revenue.
e i ' ally exceeded the
i he Nizam’s Government usually excee
: collections however under the ‘ ‘

1 Tlltlf()ll)zcmluse his officers did not care what they settled, bnlt got aﬁ Zl;eg
Settl(elme Tf)eh* anskilful mode of collection rather than thek?mount t :?chic; ;8 Oeo
s o % 1 ’s Officers taking possessi .

i to the Company’s Office g
ruined the country previous : ‘ pe
'I:he Nizam’s people had regularly plundered part of the country

Tas decline of revenue from 1789 in the Kastern Districts was almost
HE

entirely owing to the rebellions of the Polligars.

Tag decline of revenue in the western. districts was 0003.81;))1?83 'mt:(;:el(;ggiege

by rebellion but chiefly by the famine which ravaged those Dis rlcl s n 1792 t(;
4 f which were aggravatea by measures of Government which 18 sz N

fl};iee ffz?st:dofho assessment 50 per cent. and consequently the price of grain in the

same proportion, | |
Ixn Gurrumkonda the decline of revenue was owing to the violence of the

Polligars. : N
gIN Adhoni in the year 1752 the revenue was fixed at Ky. Pagodas 31,7001-0-0

i i i i n owing to the famine and the indolence
> Whlchlrit; u1 to? (;;ltfl(rellllle?otl;é;??;gzg:s 2,27,?(’;27—8—49. It remained near that
of BaZYfa ul"SlnoWhen Mahabut Jung proceeded to that Jzygeer when it fell to
lovel o0 1 Z)8 022-5-0, at which 1t stood till 1792, exceptlng the year 1787-8,
Ky. Pagodas t, ' 1,< Adoni. ’ The famine in 1792, lowered it in 1793'to Ky. Pagodas
Y};Znog‘(;pgfg ;)zd it continued to decrease till A.D. 1799, when 1t was reduced

to 1,32,451-7-4. .
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Tius the two famines of 1752 and 1792-3 seem to have almost ruined Adoni,

Vide Major Munro, but the bad munugomcl.l‘t of th_o (}ove.rn-

ment aggravated the effect of scareity.

The first Mysore war also contributed very much to injure the Ceded Districts,
because the Troops and Brinjaries had time to plunder the country deliberately.

Tur revenue of former times is stated by Major Munro, viz.—

The Kamil after deducting 21 laes supposed

never collected .., .. 22,314,188 3 63
Revenue between 1750 and 1750 * 1979975 1 81
Revenue in 1779 after deducting 80,000 over

assessed in Kumbum ... o 19,47,776 2 102
Revenue after deducting 2,30,000 from 1784 to

1788 ... . 20,654,224 3 21
Medium Kanteroy Pagodas .. 20,504,046 0 3

which sum Major Munro then considered to be about the proper amount of
revenue from the Ceded Districts when they should have been restored to that
state in which they were during any period of the last century previous to 1796,

War, famine and bad management all appear to have combined to reduce the
Ceded Distriets, but the rebellions of the Polligars seem to have been the chief
cause of the decline of the revenue. The Polligars werc originally either Public
Officers who held Villages for their personal maintenance or they were renters
who set up for themselves or they were mere usurpers.  Some received their
Districts as personal Jagcers either at the usual rent, or for the maintenance of
a body of Troops, some were renters who in the course of time got Peshkush
substituted for rent and so became Zamindars, some were merely Potails or Head
Farmers. These people took advantage of the weakness of Government and the

strength of the country and withheld the revenue with which they supported
Troops.

Tnese self-created chiefs kept up all the state and were installed with the
forms of a prince, tho’ their income did
not sometimes amount to more than two
or three hundred Pagodas; few of them however were acknowledged to bold any
independant authority by the different Governments which preceded us in the
Ceded Districts, but neither the Cuddapah Nabobs nor the Maharattahs could
keep them all in subjeetion and make them pay their peshkush with regularity ;
the attempts of the Sirkar to reduce them to, and their struggles to avoid, subjec-

tion, produced continual Civil wars which distracted the country during the last
century.

Vide Major Munro.

Hyper was so continually engaged in war that Le could not annihilate the
power of the Polligars so effectnally as he wished, but he did all he could to
prevent their doing much mischief by keeping those who had absconded out of
the country by strong detachments, and by obliging those who remained to attend
his person in camp. Tippoo began in the same way; but when his power was
weakened by the English and by his own mismanagement, the Poligars, tho’ they
did not return themselves contrived not only to collect their fees, but even to rent
their former villages. The Officers of Government, allured by a share of the profits,
or feeling themselves incapable of protecting the country against the Polligars, con-
nived at their collections, so that for many years previous to the death of Tippoo

3

* So in the original.
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the Polligars wer
his knowledge.

e annually drawing large cont?-ibqtions frgm the country Wi?hout
In those parts of the Ceded Districts, which fell .to the leam’
. from weakness or corruption not only allowed the Polll‘ga.rs to return
his Officers tro the management of Sirkar villages. Constant Civil wars were
but gave them even The IS the consequence. The Polligars spent
Vide Major Munro. the revenues on peons instead of paying
- to the Treasury. An army was sent to reduce them, and their: rebellion
them into ) were equally injurious to the country they plund.ered in the first
and reduoton forée to defend themselves. The army which marched to
instance 1o rmsiusdered thé country and the result of the expedition was the
o 'tllemf It)l , Polligars on the payment of a fine Wl}i@h he exacted from. the
restoration o blFt ts—iso that the Mysore system which drove out the Polligars
misera»b.le inba ln‘lanto keep them out was in every respect better than the tempoe.
a.nc.l leviec o7 ﬂ; tlyxle Nizam which at a greater expence permitted them to s.et the
Emg S1)1;Set§:1af(;) defiance, and commit every kind of depredation with impunity.
overnme ]

redu

C any’s Officers entered the Ceded Districts in November 1800, and
o OT}F’ yin confusion. The inhabitants had been plundered not only
found every mgﬁicers but by every person who could pay a bribe for the privi-
by the Revenne & e 0 o e chief inhabitants of the different villages had not
lege of eXt‘(wtmc‘itted l)orut encouraged to carry on a predatory warfare against
only been perniheusqme terms. The indolence or corruption of the Nizam’'s
each Otherdon d th(;m abandon the management of the revenue to Polligars,
Ofﬁc'ers 1{9» m(‘(ll %otails c who had by their exactions impoverished if not almost
Zemlnd]mtsda&e COLlﬁtl'V; by their hostilities. Every village was a garrison. One
dfepopu &ff; turned out and fought a pitched battle with its neighbour. The
vitlage Of :1? sil.kf;l, were always Besieging some Fort or another; the exactions
Tfmt(;psseo qrr::ed Wlith the authority of the Sirkar and the obstinacy of the village
i iz ma(de it difficult to say which were in the right. Murders were so common,
f::g)in some parts of the cm;ntry there are few families of any consequence Wl}lch
have not had one of their lieads assassinated within the last twenty or ﬂnri}y
ars | In Adloni there ave few oven of the most respectable leading 'peopl(_a in
T trict. unpolluted with blood. The Potail or the Kurnum acted like a little
th? DIS. PIE-’ pn village and the anarchy which generally prevailed might in
D e sltfr(e)w'ustif; ;’his taking upon himself the Government of his little
;{Omibll?jfl buf 1118 i'mpunity which a few hundred rupees secured for the most
atigcious,crimes tempted ev'ery man who could afford'it‘ t0' indulge his .rapa,city,
enmity, or ambition. In most parts of the Ceded I?lSt’[‘lCtS, the Potail or he.ad
Rayet and the Kurnam, so peaceable in our other provm(?es,.had become captaing
of banditti garrisoning independant c.astles. In the Districts to the ‘eastwar'd
things were worse, becanse the Poll.lgars had genemlly resumed th.en' former
situations and depredations. The impotance in short and corruption of the
Sirkar Officers, the predatory habits and Mlhtary turn of the peons wh.o swarm,
and who have learnt their trade by att.endmg or resisting the great armies, which
have so often invaded the Ceded Distrlcts,.the frequent. transfers Fror.n one G?V.
ernment to another which weakened the‘Su'kar authority, the frontier s1tuatlo’n
which enabled offenders to escape had introduced such a state of an.archy t11z1.t it
appeared a most arduous task to restore order. I' had an ogportum?:y (?f seeing
the effect of these disorders when we took pqssession of the Ceded Districts.

on ohtiged the Collector to make a village
0[1‘11’113 the impoverisbed state of the country
ns under th\t\l’ e Gdvernment, that the settle-
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ment of Fusly 1210 was supposed to be the lowest ever concluded. However every
measure was taken which promised to secure a better revenue for the next year.

Tug Jummabundy of the next year, Fusly 1211, was begun early and was
made Kulwar or direct with each farmer. The rents were in money but regulated
upon the supposed produce, and varied under different circumstances, it was
thought, from 2/5th to 3/5th of the gross produce.

Tur country had hegun to recover from the desolate state to which the
anarchy under the late Government had reduced it when a severe drought which
in Fusly 1212, extended over every part of the Ceded Districts reduced the settle-
ment a Lac of Pagodas helow what was expected.  Some Tanks were empty having
received no supply of water, some having received a little contained some water
at the sowing season but getting no further supply were dry hefore the grain was
ripe. In many places the failure of the dry crop was so complete that the blade
never appeared above ground, in others it never produced an ear, but withered
or was abandoned to the cattle and in no one District, perhaps except Adhoni,
was there an average crop. The failure was not partial it spread over great
tracts of country and in many villages which usually paid 5,000 Pagodas rent not,
a single field of grain was reaped. The Collector was therefore obliged to make
remissions of rent. In doing this he did not make the actual loss so much as all
the circumstances of each village, the standard for remission; for he considered that
rent is supposed to be the equivalent not for a certain proportion of the produce
of one, but of an average of years comprizing the good and the bad. This reason.
ing was supported by able arguments and by experience, because it has sine
appeared from the improvement of the country under subsequent bad seasons anc
other difficulties that it is well adapted to alleviate the hardship of a heavy rer
in a bad year.

Tur same drought which prevailed during Fusly 1212, continued with
unabating severity over every part of the country during Fusly 1213, but it was
attended in a higher degrec with all the evils of a scarcity. The Tanks no where
received water for the first crop. In two only out of thirty seven Districts, did
they receive a full supply for the second. In some they received enough for one
half or a quarter of the land usually watered from them, but in most places they
were left entirely dry. The dry cultivation was begun but failed in many places,
the deep black land were ploughed in many villages but left unsown for want of
rain. The continuance of the drought for two seasons had parched up the ground,
there was no grass in the pastures and straw being enormously dear great part
of the cattle perished. Provisions wero from two to three huudred per cent.
dearer than usual, and altho’ an actual famine did not ensue many of the poorer
inhabitants were forced to quit their homes. This unfortunate state of things
retarded the settlement of I'usly 1213 and when it was at last concluded at much
below what had been expected it was thought to press harder upon the inhabi-
tants than a much higher assessment would have done in another more favorable
season. Colonel Munro has so amply explained the circumstances attending this
Settlement, that I have only to refer to his letter of 28th May.

TrE drought was this year so severe that nothing but the prudent measures
adopted by the Principal Collector to alleviate and his abstaining from those
measures which so often aggravate the effect of a drought could have saved the
country from all the horrors of a faynine such as that which at the very same
time desolated the Nizam’s country and such as had formerly in seasons not so
bad desolated the Ceded Diswricts. The drought was as great, there is every
reason to suppose in the C~ded Districts, as it was in the Nizam’s or Mahrattahs’
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country, and had those countries been under the Company’s Goveerent it 18
ble that actual famine would not have ensued. In Jl'me 1804 rice was at
» rupee in the Ceded Districts, but on the other.md(_a of the Bwer at the
nly of 30 miles it was at 5 seers. The communication was impeded by
- rement, otherwise the difference would only have been one seer. The
u produce of Adhoni and of Rachore in the learn’s country are nearly .the
same. They are separated by the River only, yet in Rachore there was a famine,
while there was but a scarcity in Adhoni. Both Rachore and Adhm"ﬂ were pro-
tected by the army under General Campbell and were cqual]y.snpplled from the
southward. Therefore the famine of Rachore can only be .attnbuted to th.e ba’d
management, of the Sirkar Officers and exactions of Zemindars on the N}zam 8
side of the River and it may be justly inferred that ‘ the system obser_ved in the
Ceded Districts preserved Adhoni from the famine which ravagea Rachore,
Again it appears from revenue accounts that the 'drought was 1e§s severe, th'fxt
there was more cultivation in the year 1792-3 in the Ceded D1§tmcts than in
Tusly 1213; yet in 1792-3 rice sold for 2 rupees Flle seer, and the mismanagement
of the officers of Government produced the famine which desolated the Ceded
Districts. But in Fusli 1213 a scarcity only ensued tho’ the season was perhaps
more unfavorable than that of 1792-3.

Trosk general measures which prevented a famine are, hox.vever, comparatively
easy and plain the great difficulty under such circumstanc?s 18 the settlement of
the rent. The Collector must make a minute investigation into the state of the
crops and the amount of the loss. He must ascertain what farmef's can and ought
to pay and what farmers ought to get remission.. Sl'lbsequent improvement or
loss of revenue always shews whether this investigation has been accurately and
judiciously conducted.

In Fusly 1214, the ensuing year, a great increase of revenue took place in
consequence of a favorable season following the last two years of dear:tb. The
increase arose from waste land brought under the plough, and from raising reng
to the standard which had been kept down by the drought, and by the favorable
leases on improvement not having expired. The increase of cult.ivatio.n was
chiefly in the wet. The dry crops wanted the early rains. The late.rams this year
were more violent than had ever been known, and in some places did considerable
mischief. A vast number of Tanks, Wells, and Watercourses were injured or
broken down. However, upon the whole the season was considered one of the
most favorable ever known in the Ceded Districts, while the scarcity in the other
provinces still kept up the price of grain so that the Rayets had the benefit of
both a dear and a plentiful season—of a great produce and high price.

proba

Tue season of Fusly 1215 was generally favorable and a considerable addition
was made to the settlement of last year, about half of which arose from increased
cultivation, the rest from an augmenta-
tion of the rate of assessment. This
augmentation was of two kinds that which arose from the expiration of favorable
leases, and that imposed by the survey where the old rate was found lowgr than
that of contiguous lands of the same description. The settlement of this year
exceeded the schedule valuation by Star Pagodas 77,949-3-39.

Fusly 1215.

I have thus briefly described the settlemen® of 6 Fusly years which gradually not
only restored, but raised the revenue of the Ceded Districts above the schedule valu-
ation. The method by which this gradual improvement has been effected is amply
detailed in the very long and I may say philosophic vapers from Colonal Munro.

Prorzr principles were adopted and have been pem\ivered in for the adminis-

“tration of the revenues for the occupation of waste, the issue of Tukkavi, the

{
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repairs of Tanks and the settlement of the rent. All this Machinery has.been
well managed and the prosperity of the country in spite of these four unfavorablo
seasons has been the consequence. Under its former rulers the Ceded Districts
would most probably have exhibited at this moment the same scene of desclation
which the southern parts of the Nizamn’s country exhibit.  Until the survey was
compleated the settlement of the rent was the most Important part, perhaps, of the
Collectors duty.  He was the steward of the Company,

the great landlord, and
had to make an annual settlement of the rent of each farmer.
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Tur rent was considered to be an equivalent in money for a certain share of
the average produce not of one but of all years. Taking the good and the bad,
however, when bad seasons or losses have made remissions absolutely necessary,
they Lave been allowed.  Poverty, bad crops, loss of the cattle, death and the
descrtion of the Rayets were the causes of failures during the first three
the Company’s Government, but the vigilent administration which dy
three last years has had time to take effect has prevented the fre
of failures.

Tue Ceded Listricts have improved very much under the Company’s Govern-
ment, in spite of had seasons, in spite of a nunm'o.us popnlation of turbulent peons,
and in spite of many obstacles. About the great improvement no doubt can exist.
But whether this great improvement be owing to the Rayetwar system or to
the excellent police, or rather the compleat establishment c'>f the authority of
Government, some doubt may arise. It appears to me that this excellent police
which has secured tranquillity, has been established by the proper administration
of the Rayetwar system that all the ability of Co}onel MUI.II‘O 99111(1 not have |
produced. it under any other system, and that nothing but his ability could have '
produced it so soon under the Rayetwar system.

years of
ring the
quent occurrence

Respecrine the future system to'be adopted' for the_managcmenn of the
Ceded Districts, I am humbly of opinion that the :ntroductmn of the Mootahd'ilrs
ould be prejudicial to the Rayets and to the Company for the reasons which
N been so often stated. I think that when the Government can afford it, a
11:;;(;58;309:1 ought to be granted to the Rayets to give them frmghm'e of the landlord’s
t. A small remission would tend to make them tpr1v1lxg farmers, a greater
rent. 1d make them proprietors. I think that it mu§t be. the object of
re]nlS?lOn Wt? ‘10 nurse them into thriving farmers if the exigencies of the state
Sg\lfe;:t@aill"ow 4 to c})nstitllt<? them proprietors; but this is not to be don(.a by
i he land-rent, and giving a remission to the I\Ioo@dars. I l}ave written
fa!‘mm{%"t - OO thé subject and Colonel Munro has discussed it in so ample
o Jon pavl?c' that it scems to me unnccessary if not presumptuous in me to say
and ab.lc a \ ‘?e or; the subject. I shall only observe that the permanent settle-
any tl}”lg mzt to benefit the Government and the Rayet. Th?t n respect to the
ment s e dmitted that it is necessary to grant them a remission to give them
Raj.'ets o af It ck and spirit if not to make them comfortable. Shall we then
::f:lzgr?: Sioo ticcl)n and ;;ra.nt it to a sct of farmers to be created on purpose to
o 1“:) spect to Government it is admitted that the revenue depends on hth_e
],I ; llflbI; irit of the cultivators under any sy'ste.m shall we then increa}:ﬁs}ejetm etl;
o ite their spirit by.a direct remission or shall we leave them
stock ang ex% Cl scascns under dheir present high rent, and give the I‘OHHSSIO?I
g "ot a("SA t(; e;lsure them against losses which our own, I may say, hars
;(;13 isr(;ti):))litiacr'sl canct towards the Rayets must probably occasion.
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v (A true Extract.) . HANBURY,
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