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“ADDRESSES, &., PRESENTED T0 AND REPLIES MADE BY HIS
EXCELLENGY THE LORD WENLOCK ON HIS SIXTH TOUR.

. L 3 B
Address from the Inhabitants of Bezedda.

. May 1t rr.ease Your- Lornsure,— Your Lordship’s determination, regardless of the extreme
heat, to see for yourself the nature of this part of the country and the work that is being carried
out for ifs'further development, is & source of great satisfaction to us, both because we can now
addPess you as possessing that increased and more vivid knowledge which comes from personal
observation, -and because you have, by coming at this particular time, enabled us, before itis too

. late, to put before you the very important question of continuing the Southern Mahratta line to this
side of the river. 'We beg most earnestly that Your Lordship will weigh this matter in all its
beariugs, because an-error now made will be irretrievalle. The chief leverage brought to bear
on the Government of India to induce that Government to sanction the great expenditure
involved in building the Kistna bridge was, that theline from Guatakal would be seriously defec-
tive as a famine prevention scheme unless it were put into connection with the whole of this
tood-producing delta. 'I'he value of the bridge, in case of famine, would be ‘enormously reduced
by a break of gauge and the chief idea in building it largely nullified. Although the river will
cease to be an obstacle, we submit for Your Lordship’s very serious consideration that the break
of gauge will half destroy the object for which the famine line was constructed, and in oase of a
great famine be an error that may cause terrible regret. To be brief, we may add thaf Bezvéda

.18 50 thoroughly the centre of communication in’all directions, both by land and water, that in
every way the original plan is the only satisfactory ome, and to depart from it will be fighting
against nature. Another advantage of bringing the Southern Mahratta line to thia side of the
miver would be that the bmanch to Masulipatam could be constructed at very much less cost by
continiing the metre gauge to that place. The whole arrangement would be symmetrical and
the Southern Mahratta Company have a suitable terminus for their main line. We beg to urge on
Your Lordship’s attention the proposed Masulipatam branch, because of its excellont align-
ment. It passes through a wonderfully rich®territory, where, for the greater part of the year,
communication is almost imPossible. We suggest that the proposed line from Madras should
have the name “ East-Coast ’ given to it, so that the whole 1ailway from Madras along the sea
¢ ast to-Cuttack may have the same name, and we recoramend for %onr Lordship’s consideration
that, in default of some Company taking up the work of construction, the Goverhment do, it
themselves with their prosent Kast Coast staff as that staff become available by completing the
more northern work. Bathing-ghauts an¥ water-supply are the mext points for which we
bespeak Your Lordship’s kind attention, and although of less magnitude than the previous ones,
the masg of the people feel a far deeper interest in them thau in anything else. Nothing touches
g0 olosely thair daily-comfort, and the greatest blussing that can be given them is good water
and means ofe bathing in the river.. In both respects Bezvida is in an unsatisfactory state. In
the hot weather the wells are nearly dry and the canals are closed and the river is the only place
for bathing and washing purposes.. The ghauts on the Kistna are quite insufficient. The train.’
ing banks and other stone work, when the Kistna is full,.make the difficulty greater, and the

. work of washing clothes and bathing more dangerous. We therefore beg that more ghauts may
®eo provided, for in no way could money be better spent. Regarding water-supply, there are
two plans—one by Mr. Jones and the other by Mr. Spring. Mr. Spring’s plan comes incidentally
as part of the bridge arrangements. It possesses three virtues :—1st, Small cost ; 2nd, Is capable
of rapid execution ; 3rd, Will give more excellent water than any other plan. Against it
may be put the faot that it is a very small scheme; but as time goes on it could bq,
extended or supplemented by Mr. Jones’ or any other scheme. A Municipality needs time
to get used to taxation. We therefore incline to Mr. Spring’s plan as the cheaper one,
This being-the time when Mr. Spring’s plan must be either accepted or rejected,s we bog
Your Lordship to give its merits and demerits your kind consideration. A few stand-pipes,
giving a good supply of pure water, would be a real blessing to all classes, and especially to the
ioor. A point that closely affects the mercantile people of this district is the transfer of the

Sllore Sub-Judge’s Court to- Bezvéda as the more suitable and convenient place for it. We
believe Mr. Hanna could make some useful extensions in the pavigation system and thus, at a
. low costy facilitate communication, where it is much wanted, by water, which after all is the

_cheapest. 'We believe that he could miake some useful improvements in the Buckingham Canal,
and we would urge Your Lordship to consider what a splendid water-way could.be wmade of it
by putting in locks which would retain the water at high tide level.. Goods from Madras are
brought by it at a very ohéap rate. We regret to have to inform Your Lordship that cholera,
which in past years was only too prevalent in Bezvéda, has visited the town again this year,
though in a mild form. We believe that this is partly due to the cramped position of the old
town, surrounded by hills on two sides aud by the river and canal bankg orf the others. Recently
our esteemed Uollector submitted to Your Excellency in Council certain important proposals
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for the further development of our town; including amog them th cutting |
of the Ellore and Rives’ Canals within the Munic?pal limﬁs, 50 that? nclgiilr;%ti;)iwﬁ;tOé'fgt}t:) al\lﬁs
into the town and the low-lying lands might be converted into dry and elevatec‘% buildin s}:ey
. The estimated cost of the whole scheme is Rs. 80,000, which is small as compared with th g‘bl ,
fits which will, we believe, be derived fromit. Your Excellency in Council was le?),se?in:(;
approve the proposals, but owing to the pressure of famine expenditure the necessar I:)Lllotment
for cutting down the banks could not be made. Webeg Your Lordship to extend c))’ur interest
to this important improvement and to sanction the scheme as soon ‘as funds ai’e available
Meanwhile the Council is expending its own funds in cutting openings through the banks for
the streets of this new sub}lrb: In conclusion,, as representing the inhabitants of & town than
wifich none in all the territories under Your Lordship’s care has more prospered through the
enterprise of the British Government, wo beg to express our devotion to you aud our %eart
loyalty to Her Majesty the Empress.  We feel bound to also add a word expressing our admir):
ation of the vigour with which you have et the distress prevailing in districts less Torturate
than the-one you are pow visiting, whers, thanks to the utilization of Kistna water, we are safe
against famine. We feel we cannot close the address without expressing our sincere rogn.rds‘ to

r. Arundel, to whose able administration the district owes its improved condition.—Jesrada,

14th April 1892,

. Address from t}w‘Inlmbz'lants of Masuli[mtam:

. May 1t pLEASE YoUR ExcerLency,—The inhabitants of Masulipatam, the chief
Kistna district, beg permission to present this address of weloome Epon Your E;cellt:z;’gfﬁtxgg
' visit to this district. Your Excellency’s petitioners hope that, in giving attentionto the works
at Bezvéda, which is the central junction of the various lines, the necessity for the early construc-
tion of the branch line to Masulipatam will not be overlooked. The cauals of this delta are
primarily an‘irrigation work, and traffic an them is only a secondary objoct. As Your Exoellency
gees at the present mqme;nt, these canals are closed at the most important period of the year
when the rice harvest is in pr%)?ress and when demands from other districts are heavy. Tho line
which has been approved by Your Excellency’s Government and by.the Government of India,
and for which surveys and estimates have been prepared, will pass through a populous and fertilo
country torMasuhpa.tam, which is the commercial centre of the delta and a town of over 38,000
people. Your Excellency’s %etitioners hope that #unds may be allotted and that the line may be
c?mtpeneed at onte.  Your Excellency is aware that the proposed line will pass through the
Gudivdda taluk, which is one of the most flourishing grain-producing taluks in Southorn India
the irrigated area in which is rapidly increasing. Your Excellency’s petitioners beg leave also
to lay before.)-Ygur.Excgllengy the need for the transfer of the Subordinate Judge’s Court from
Ellore to this distriet, viz., either to Masulipatam or to Bezvdda. All small cause suits from 50
to 500 are tried in the Subordinate Ccurt, and from 400 to 600 such cases belonging to this
district are annually tried at Ellore, to the great discomfort and inconvenience of suitors. The
God4vari district ncw possesses two Subordinate Courts, one at Cocanada and the other at Ellore
and your petitioners venture to urge that this district, which now yields Government the Iarges;,
la.nd: revenue in the Presidency, may fairly claim the transfer of the Ellore Court tp & more con-
venient loca}hty. And your Excellency’s petitioners shall, as in duty bound, ever pray for your
Lxcellency’s long life and happiness.—Besrdda, 14th April 1892. :

Address from the Tar-papers’ Association of Guntir.

May 11 PLEASE YoUR Excentency,—We, the representatives of the Tax-pavors’ iati
G}mtﬁr,. beg to.approach Your Excellency, on the ocIc)asion of your gracious E')is}i,t tz 35:03?:3?:{
ht}'l this address of welcome,‘and to express on behalf of the people of Guntar our heartfelf;
feel;ngs of deep loyalgy and sincere gmtitude towards the Representative of Her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen-Empress of India. While we keenly appreciate the cordial good-will and
kearty sympathy which Youl.' Excellency has been known to accord to the millions entrusted to
your care, we beg to take t'hls opportunity of respectfully bringing to your notice certain wants
for which the people of this district—those of Guntar in particular—earnestly desire to seek
remedy at the hands of Your Excellenoy. Although the town of Gunttr ig inhabited by nearl
25,000 pgop]e, and is a 'most important place in the district, famous as the centre of oon}]'meroia);
life an.d industrial activity, still it is very insufficiently supplied with drinking water. We ha
a spacious low-lying expanse which is called a tank iu the rainy season ; but it becor.nes %othi e
but a barren' waste even_before summer sets in, and in consequenee, the roservoirs and well . :
the town, which get their su.pf)ly from the tauk, aleo become almost dry at a time when f » 11'11
water is most needed ; especially the most thickly~-peopled portions .of the town—Oldeg r:z
and Sangadigunta—have absolutely no water in their wells during the hot-season w beun tr
request, therefore, that Your Excellency will be pleased to order that some effective ents b
adopted for supplying this great want, by laying out a scheme by which the tank mentioned
may get a nover failing supply. Further, apart from the advisability of sinking a large number
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of wells in various parts of the town anl supplying them with a sufficient quantity of water to
aﬁeviate, in & measure, the acuto sufferings of the people, we beg to lay before Your Excellency
a special grievance in connection with a scheme proposed to be carried out under substantial
support from the Local Boards and Government. It was proposed that-the tank should be
improved and the town supplied with water by means of pipes, and that in the eastern part of the
town, on the site of the Sub-Magistrate’s office, a reservoir should be oonstructed *for storage of
wator from the tank. For this purpose it was resolved that the people of Gunttr should subseribe
Rs. 5,000, and that Rs. 15,000 be contributed in equal shares by the Municipelity, the Local
Boards and Government, and to this end the work of collection was actually bdgun, and
subscriptions were fortheoming. But to our great disappointment, we have heard that the
authorities. are not very anxious about the subject, and that the Giovernment have resolved to
dispose of the site mentioned above. However, we beg to submit that it is highly important that
the site pointed out should be utilized for this kind of public good, because those who have
generally come forward with large subscriptions reside in that quarter of the town, and if there
1s any place that stands in urgent need of speedy water-supply, it is that portion of Guntr and
1o other. Under these circumstances, we pray that Your Kxeellency will be pleased to cause the
project to be speedily undertaken, and order that the site referred to'should be reserved for the
construction of the cistarn. Amnother point which we wish to lay before Your Kxcellency is that
the town of Guntir is devoid of any easy rapid means of communication with the adjoining

- districts and with the capital of the Presidency. Though the Bellary-Kistna State Railway

connects this and the Ceded Districts with the Presidency Town through the Madras Railway,
still the time that is occupied and the long distﬂ;e that has to be gone through are so great
that there is not much facility afforded for the rapid passage of traffic and free communication
with the more enlightened part of the Presidency; hence we are anxiously waiting td seo
the day when the long-contemplated line from Nellore to this district will become a reality.
Seeing that Guntlr is one of the most important places in the district, and eutisfies all the
requirements for a junction station, we beg to suggest the advisability of making that place
the point of junction, in preference to constructing a branch line from Guntir to somes station
on the main line. If what we pray for becomes an accomplished fact, it will be conferring

~ a great boon upon the people, and will not only promote the best interests of the district

by encouraging the trade and industry of Gruntir, but will also be a source of great saving
to Government, as the plan suggested will obviate the necessity for constructing several
additional miles of railway. Amnother point to which we beg to invite Your Excellency’s atten-
tion is the want of a good and useful seaport for this district. The Kistna district is one of the
most fertile districts in’ the Presidency, and it has always been exporting to distant places large
quantities of raw produce such as rice, oil-seeds, indigo, cotton, &e. Masulipatam, the port at
which the steamers call, is not well adapted for commerce, as the vessels anchor at a very great
distance from the shore. Hence these articles are now transmitted in boats through canals to
places such as Cocanada or Madras, more than 200 miles away ; further even this tafdy means of
communication does not exist in the hot season, since then the canals are closed for repairs, and
at such times these articles have to be stored up till they oan be transmitted on the opening of
the candls. With Your Kxcellency’s permission, therefore, we beg to mention that, at a distance
of about 40 miles from Guntr there is a port called Epurpaliam, in a healthy inviting
locality, affording every facility for easy and rapid shipment of goods, as there the steamers can
safely anchor within a few huudred yards from the shore; and the value of the port is greatly
enhanoced when it is considered that the Nellore-Guntir Railway will make the lgort very easy
of nocess from the inland towns of the district, as the line will pass through Bapatla within
4 miles from that port; and this circumstance will give great stimulus to the trade and industry
of these parts, since all produce from this and the Kurnool distriot can be readily exported at a
comparatively much less cost. We cannot close this address without acknowledging the deep
debt of gratitude under which Your Excellency has laid the people of this Presidency by the
warm inferest you have always evinced in their welfare and prosperity, by your ‘untiring efforts
to relieve the miserigs of the suffering thousands in these days of severe scarcity and famine, by"
going to such tracts and graciously inviting the publioc to lay before you their grievances, if any,

wand we respectfully beg to assure Your ExoceHency that we most gratefully appreciate the earnest
endéavours you have been making to inspect in person the relief works and other famine
operations undertaken by District Officers —greatly at the risk of youw health in series of visits
to unhealthy tracts on long tours during the hottest mouths of tha year. Praying to the
Almighty to bestow upon Your Excellenoy long life, sound health aud increasing prosperity. —
Besvdda, 14th April 1892,

. Address frah the Inhabitants of Bdpatla Taluk.

Mav 17 rLeask Your ExceLnency,—We, the representatives of the inhabitants of the taluk
of Bépatla, Kistna district, beg respectfully permission to approach Your Excellency, with our
humble requisition embodied 4n the following lines :—On Behalf of all those whom we represent,
wae most cordially welcome Your Excellency, and request that this your first visit into the district
will not fail to teem with benaficial results to the district. In connection with the matter of
railways, we on our part, beg pormission to plead tho great desirability of a direct line from
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Madras to Bezvéda ¢i¢ our town of Bapatla and neighbouring places, and this necessity we be
to put forward on the following grounds : —(i) The necessity for such a line has been along-felt
destderatum,- which was sought for some four years.ago in a unanimous petition to Government,
eventually leading to*an expensive survey of the proposed route, which was already completed
and fa.vomblg' recommended tn 1890. (i) The line which is the subject of our prayer, if granted,
would run by the important weaving and emeroantile centres of *Ipurpalem,” * Chirala,”
“ Perala,” *“ Vetapalem,” * Pandillapally,” and “ China (fanjam,” covering an extent of about
25 miles with a population of 50,000, (iii) The taluk of Bépatla and the neighbouring Répalle,
the principal delta taliks of the district, export large quantities of paddy and other grains to
Madras. (iv) The present railway line from Madras to-Beavida vic Guntakal is 550 miles,
whereas the route proposed is about half the distance, carrying us through healthy and populated
tracts, and through the town of Bapatla, considered to be the sanitarium of the district, in contrast
to the unhealthy and arid tracts of feverish Cumbum water riz Guntakal and such like places
through which the line runs. (v) There exist no engineering difficulties to speak of in the
proposed line in the absence of darge rivers to bridge over and rocks to excavate, with the special
advantage of high sandy ridges always favorable to the construction of a railway line. (vi) The
important salt factories of China Ganjam and Kanuparti would thus be connected by railway
with the interior, and it would thus facilitate the exportation of salt. (vi#) This line has also the

advantages of sufficient fuel and water, the necessary demands of a railway. Bezvdds, Gunttr,

and other places, connected as they are by rail at present, not one of these lines is connected
with Masulipatam, chief port of the district and its capital. We earnestly pray that the railway
line may be extended to that station, mekinggBezvida the common terminus of all the railways.
In conclusion we beg Your Excellency will kindly condescend to grant this our humble prayer,
whicB we trust will be strongly supported by Mr. A. 'I'. ‘Arundel, our able Collector, to whom we
are indebted for the interest he takes in our general welfare. For which act of kindness we, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray for Your KExcellency’s long life and prosperity. With due respect
and profound loyalty, we beg respectfully to remain Your kxocelleucy’s most obedient subjects.—

Besrdda,*14th dpril 1892.

P ]

Hig Ezcellency’s Reply.

Lapiks AND GentrEMEN,~-] have, in the first place, to express to you the great pleasure
I feel at being able to come and see Bezvada, a town sitwmted in this important district,
at 3 moment in its history of so great sm importance as the present one. 'The building of
the great bridge which is now proceeding over the Kistna river is a moment at which I
. think suy one who knows this country well must carefully oonsider what an extraordinary
improvement is most likely to ocour within a very short period in the history of this part
of the country; and every day as he watches the progress of the great bridge he cannot
but think how graduslly and certainly vast improvement is sbout to set in not only in this
town, but in all the neighbouring distriets; thevefore, it is to me a matter of great satisfaction
“und pleasure to be able to come here at this moment and to see the town at this period of its
history. You paturally refer in your address to the questioun of the railway. It is one of very-
eat importence, not only to you, but also to all the dwellers on this, part of the Coromandel
asst ; bt I can only say for myself that I am as anxious and watching as keenly the progress
of the line as any of you who live here on this coast. I am perfeotly convinced in my mind that
what is really wanted is to get an extension of the railway ﬁ'om adras up to this place made
as soon as it possibly can be made (loud applause); but, however anxious the- Government
of Madras am;)0 the people of Madras may be for any particular work, we havé to deal with
another Government still, because it is from the Government cf India that the funds are to
found to earrly on this work ; aid, as we ll know the old saying, “that the man who pays
o piper has the right to choose the tune,” so in this partioular matter we are left in the hands
of the Government of India. We have urged upon them as far as wo possibly can that this
- work should be carried out, and every day and up 0 the presect we have been - assured that gheyw
have no funds at their disposal to carry out this work. I} am glad to say that the Secretary of
State is himself as anxious as we are here to see that this work is carried out. I cannot say
for certain, but I sincerely hope that before long we shall see some change in the non possumus
policy of the Government of Indias, and that they will come forward and oheer us up with
the words that they will withdraw their present plea of non possumus and come forwurd, I
hope, and help us to carry out the work.. I do not say that they will, but I only say that I
have great hope that they will be induced to do so, because no efforts will be wanting on our
part to get this work done. We forwarded to the Secretary of State our own reptesentations
and representations from the Chamber of Cdmmerce of Madras which were most strongly sup-
ported ; and the Madras Railway have asked the Beoretary of State to be allowed to domplete
this line on debentures which are to bg furnished through them, and I only hope that it may be
found possible in that way, if in no other, to carry out this great work. You naturally ask
about the question of the gauge of the railway down to Maeulipatam. As you know, the
Government of Madras and the Government of India too have both approved of there being
railway to Masulipatam; but the great question is of what gauge it should be constructed. My

-
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" own view has been very much what is-put forward by-you to-day. When I first had this matter

mentioned to me, the arguments which you brought forward appeared to me to be very strong ;
but since then it has been very strongly urged that the East Coast Railway will be a trunk line
roper point of ocutting off the narrow gauge

running between north and south, and that the-}) L
will be at Quutfr. However, that matter is still before the Government of India, and the

Southern Mahratta Railway have been asked to express their views on this subject, and the whole
question will come up for further consideration in a very short time. I am very glad to have
received this expression of your views on this subject. 1'he great advantage of going to a parti-
cular spot is to find out the wishes and feelin%s of the people on any particular subject, and by
being breught face to face with them, and by hearing their arguments and by satisfying myself
what their wishes are, and how they think that certain works can be carried out. Personally,
I am bound to say that I feel you have made out a* very strong case for the line' being con-
structed on the gauge you propose. The Bezvdda address, to which I will first refer, mentions,
among other things, the great desire that they have for a better provision of bathing ghéts.
Your Collector, Mr. Arundel, tells me that the Municipality are constructing a ghét for this
purpose above the anicut, and that Mr. Spring is going to construct another — one below the
anicut onthe new banks which he is there making—and will see that the revetment is so
placed as to be able to afford facilities to the people for bathing. With these two ghéts I hope
the town will be satisfied. The question of water-supply is naturally one which creates a good
deal of inquiry and anxiety. You mention two plans put forward, one of them by Mr. Jones
and the other by Mr. 8pring. You strongly recommend that Mr. Spring’s plan should be, at
all events, tried. I am glad to think that in this majter you are not asking Government to come
forward at the present moment with any money, but that you will be satisfied if Mr. Spring
adopts this experiment that he will caxry out, namely, by pumping water from the wells on the
abutment nearest the town here, laying it on at certain points and by seeing that not at a very
large outlay may be provided a good supply for the whole of the town. I think the town should
be very much indebted to Mr. Spring for the idea which he has evolved, and the manner in
which he is going to carry it out. Igshall watch with very great interest the result of the
experiment which he will take up (applause). The next point touched upon in the Bezvé
address is also alluded to in the address from Masulipatam—it is the transference of the Ellore
Sub-Judge’s Court to Bezvdda. All I can tell the inhabitants of both Bezvida and Masuli-
patam is that I will send up their representations to the High Court. It rests very muck with
them —as to how they view it—to carry out this project. The judicial work of the country is
“under their particular eye and under their supervision, and the Government ere advised by them
as to the best means in their opinion to carry out judicial work in this country. However,
I shall see that your views are laid before them, and that the matter is carefully considered. It
is impossibile for me to say at the present moment what possibilities there are of the improve-
ments you suggest im the Buockingham Canal being made. You suggest that by putting
locks a great incredse might be made to the facilities of navigation; but I am not prepared to
say, without kuowing more of the subject, that your suggestion can be carried out. owever, 1
will have the matter looked into, and I will see that you are furnished with an answer as soon
a8 it can possibly be provided. You then go on to say that your town is being visited by
cholera, which you attribute to your cramped position. There i1s no doubt that you are closely
shut in here with all these hills, and the banks of the canals are also very disagréeable obstruc-
tions. I'he Government has sanctioned the removal of these banks; but every work that can
possibly be undertaken is now put off in consequence of the trouble we meet with in other parts
of the Presidency. However, as soon as funds are available, they will be placed at your disposal
for the purpose of removing these obstructions (applause). You then go on to speak in terms
of the most sincere loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress; and I can only say, as her
representative here, that it has given me very much satisfaction to receive these assyrances from
you. I believe that under the administration of Her Majesty the Queen-Emprees the whole of
this country ought to go on continuing in a career of continued prosperity ; and I do not see any
place in this country round hers which is more likely to advance in that direction than the town
of Bezvida. I only hope that you may reap all the benefits of the great worksgoing on around
you, and that the Kistna district may continue to be, as it has been for somertime past, one of
the most prosperous and fertile of this part of this country. I have to thank you very much,
gentlemen, for the manner in which you have alluded to myself; and I can only say that I
ad great pleasure in being able to come here. It was merely, as it were, a chance visit, as
my work lies a little bit further from Bezvéda. I am glad to think that anything in the
way of inspecting famine works. is not necessary in this part of the distriet, though there are
in the upland parts of the Kistna certain portions which require careful watching, I am

glad that under Mr, Arundel’s eye those parts are being properly watched (applause); the

distriots a little further away, I am sorry to say, have not been so fortunate as you are. In
Kurnool and ig Nellore there has been and now is a great deal of scarcity and distress ; bt
the Government have taken, I belisve, every step it is possible for the Government to take
to relieve that distress. Works and kitchens have been opened wherever they have been
required, and the management of the works and their supervision have been most carefully car-
ried ont under the eye of Mr. Clogstoun, s member of the Board of Revenue, who has great
experience in this matter ; and I can only say and I can assure you from my own personal
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inspection I believe that everything is being done to carry the people through in a time of soar-
oity. At certain plaves every now and then the people appeared to be not so well off, rather in
a lower condition than in others. .Generally speaking I may say that I found the people up to
now in a very good condition. On one work there appeared to be a falling off from that condi-
tion, and that work is going to be most specially watched, and a different system is to be insti-
tuted as regards the weakly members, and I hope that we shall soon get better reports of the
people there. The people suffer very much in that part from malarious fever, and there is no
doubt that it affects considerably their constitutions; at- a time like this, when prices are very
high and crops are scanty, they are more liable to attacks of this character than they would be
on ordinary occasions. Therefore it is, I think, that Government should take special cage of the

people of that particular part, and I am glad to think that this will be done. The numbers on -

the works up to now have been very much:less than what the Government had reason to expeot.
There is almost a total failure of crops in a great many districts not only in this, but also in past
seasons. Wae foel we are able to provide larger work for people, and I think we may take it as
a sign of the general prosperity of the people that they have been able to hold out so well during
this protracted time of drought and scarcity and up to now have given no considerable anxiety
to those responsible for their welfare. AIll I can say is that if tge south-west wmonsoon comes
in its usual quantity and at its usual time, all the troubles of Government will very soon vanish
away. I have no anxiety myself whatever, and I do not believe that anyono need have ahny
anxiety that the Government will not be able to deal with the subject of distress up till t a}:
time; but if the monsoon should fail we will no doubt be placed in a position of very muo
graver responsibility than we now find oyyselves in.. Our attention has been for & long time
seriously attracted to the particular quesfion, and the subject of having to pr"uv.lde work fox;’ very
much larger numbers is receiving the careful attention of Government; and if it should un ort}x:-
nately be the case that we should complain that the south-west monsoou is a failure in the
distressed districts, we should have to provide work for large numbers. I think I can assure y?u
that you will find thaut the Government has done all in its power to meet the necessity of the
"ogse.  The next address is from the Muhammadans of Bezvéda. In reply tothem I should like
to say that I thank them most extiemely for the kind words they use towards myself in coming
here on this oocasion, and it is to me a matter of gr y :
it in terms in whioh they do—at the position in which they find themselv‘es in this country and
at their sincere and deveted attachment to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress (applguse). I
think I have answered the Masulipatam address in answering the Bez(\iréd?- gddrtess.l 1;1}38 two
points are the-question of the railway and the question of the Sub-{il guoi 8 tour'.b t think we
are as anxious as anybody can be fo have the railway extended to Mas II')a:hamé ut as we are
not provided- with funds we are not able to do what we s.houl('i like to do. 't'he Guntir address
is the one, I think, that came next. It brings to the notice of the Government the faét that they
are badly off in the matter of water. I am a.fra.ld. in that" respect they. are like greaf many
others iu this unfortunate dry season; but they point out that they think that Government
should provide a site for a reservoir to supply the water. As far as I oan ascertain, the.su ply
is to be from & lake which dries up at this partieular period of time. Tberefore, I am afraid I am
placed in some difficulty as to whence the supply should come. Mr. Arundel 131f9r1}xs me _that it
1s purely an engineering question ; that levels have been taken, and he finds it is 1mpq{1ble to
bring water from any spot except one irrigation tank which lies a})ove Guatar .and the bund of
which has not been repaired. I should like the Gunttr people to inform me a little more clearly
what is the particular supply they think Government sbould tap. Asfaras mformgttlo_n goes, the
particular configuration of the country makes it impossible to provide water by gravitation. Any
suggestion put forward which would point out the direction to whtch t}_:ne attention of Government
should be turned will receive most careful consideration. One of the points they refer to is that the
Municipality passed a resolution to the effect that Government should pay Rs. 15,000 towards the
soheme. In respect to this I would liko to point out to them that if the Government were
called upon to subscribe money whenever a resolution has been passed by the Municipality that
the Government should pay, the finances of this Presidenoy would be before lung in a rather
embarrassed condition. I am afraid we ehould present the doubtful spectacle of an adverse
balance. It is easy to vote for money, but it is not so easy to provide for it. The question of
the Sub-Magistrate’s office also hinges upon the water-supply, and there is no intention at
present to dispose of that. You ask with regard to the Madras Railway. I think I told you
exaotly what the position is. The Madras Government are vemy anxious that the railway
should be made as soon as possible. They also recommend that the alignment should pass
through Gunttr and go up to Bezvdda ; but that is only a recommendation. The final solu-
tion of the question rests with the Government of India. You then point out that the port of
Epurapaliam should be made a seaport of the distriet. I think we should wait and see what
the effect of the railway if opened at Bépatla will be. In aonclusion, I hope that all those
good things which you have foreshadowed may very soon be provided. As regards the Govern-
ment of Madras, you have our sincere wishes and our great hope that this railway will be
pushed forward as soon as possible. The great Kistna bridge is befote your eyes every day ;
and before two years the Godavari bridge will be completed, but-I do not think myself that
this communication can be called a complete scheme till the whole line is made right through
e from Madras to Caloutta (applause). It appears to me that it is a most extraordinary thing

at satisfaction—and they are able to express
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that the two great important towns of Madras and Calcutta should have waited very near till
the end of this century before they were joined by a line of railway ; it appears to me also to-
be a most extraordinary thing that the idea of the East Coast Railway should have been started
with constructing 500 miles in the centre of 1,000 miles; and all I can tell you is that you
have the best wishes of the Government of Madras and the sincere desire of the Secretary of *
State. It rests with the Government of India to give us funds, and I can assure you that no
efforts will be wanting on our part to induce them to adopt such measures as to finish off the East

Coast Railway as soon as possible (applause). I have to thank you very much for the kind
manner in which you have received me here at Bezvédda (loud applause). o

[

Address from the Vijayavada Sabha and Rate-payers’ Association, Besvdda.

Mav 1r pLEAsE Your ExceLLency.—We, the undersigned members of the Vijayavada

. Babha and the Rate-payers’ Association, Bezvédda, venture, on this occasion of Your Excellency’s

presence among us, to approach Your Excellency with our humble but hearty address of welcome
Dot only as the illustrious ruler of our province, but also as the worthy representative of Her Most
Gracious Majesty, our beloved mother, the Empress of India. While we are fully alive to the
innumerable blessings bestowed upon us by the benign British Government, under whose paternal
protection Providence Ha:s cast our lot, we gladly take this opportunity of Your Excellency’s
presence amidst us to bring to Your Excellenocy’s notice a few prayers which vitally interest the
town, and which, if granted, will be lasting boons both to the townsmen aund to the commuaity in
general. Our first requesf, in which the townsfolk are chiefly interested, is the privilege of
election of members to the Local Municipal Council and increase of their number from twelve to
twenty-one with a non-official Chairman. In the year 1888, when this town was first consti-
tuted a Municipality, the public were given to understand that the Council would consist of
twenty-one membegs who would all b(::a representative ; but to the utter disappointment of the

eople, the Council, when formed, consisted of only twelve members, the selection of whom did
not satis{y the cravings of the people. Consequently, the Government was moved by a telegram
and a memorial from the Vijayavada Babha, stating that the Council was not thoroughly repre-
sentagive and praying for the enlargement of the same by the addition of representative members.
The Gtovernment was thereupon pleased to issue G.O , No. 5256 M., dated 21st May 12888, to the
effect that no change could be allowed so soon, but that, when vacancies occurred in the Couneil,
the wishes of the Sabha would be favorably considered. Many a time vacancies did ocour, and
the Sabha represented its views t& the Council, but, to the total disregard of the Government
Order, they were never fa,vorably considered. Here we beg to be understood that we are no
grievance-mongers if we rubmit to Your Excellency that the public feel the Council’s
administration hard to bear in many ways, the taxzation very heavy and the return compara-
tivelg small. Thesecond pdint to which we beg to invite Your Excellency’s attention is the
prohﬁ)ition of Municipal Councillors to sit as Honorary Magistrates in the Bengh® Courts, and
the appointment, in their stead, of well qualified persons from the community in point of general
education as well as of requisite legal knowledge. For, in the existing system, it happens %ery .
frequently that the same oﬁjcqr vyho a8 & Municipal Councillor sanctions a prosecution goes
8s a Bench Magistrate to sit in judgment over one acoused by himself—a onrious instance
in which the complainant himself as the judge, hears and disposes of his own ocase, Singularly

. in our town there are five Honorary Magistrates, four of whom are Municipal Councillors, the

de facto Chairman being amongst the list. We next submit for Your Exoellency’s favorable
consideration the necessity of supplying water to the town by meuns 6f pipes from the river.
This extensive town of rising importance and increasing population, of which ounly a corner of
small area is in ogntact with the river, depends for the waler-supply for the most part on wells,
of which there cah be only a few in this roeky soils and few of w{ioh retain a good supply of
water during the hot season. Hence the water-supply of this town, as it exists at present, is very
defective ; and the -occasional conflagrations recurring almost every year and sweeping dnwn
houses by tens and hundreds call for an immediate water-supply at hand, for which, on past
ocoasions, the Krishna had to be reached. Consequently the introduction of the pipe-system of
water-supply, if accomplished, will be an everlasting boon to Bezvida. In connection with this
we beg to submit that we came to understand that the supply can be cheaply effected by pum

ing up water from the Kistna bridge wells. Our next prayer igon a subject which onoce drew the
attention of Your Eicelleney’s predécessor, namely, the extension of a branch liue of railway to
Masulipatam, the head-quarters of the district, and the port nearest to the Nizam’s Dominions.
It is.needless to dwell on the political and commercial importance of this line, whivk has been
repeatedly urged in the several memorials of the Masulipatam publie, any more than to point out
that, if laid out, the line will pass through the Gudivéda taluk, the unfailing granary of the
district. We beg to represent next that though sanctioned by Secretary of State, the socheme
fo» the separation of the Revenue and Magisterial functions has not yet been introduced. We
therefore pray that Your Excellenoy will be pleased to accelerate its speedy introduction in this
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Presidency. Lastly, we beg to represent that the enforcement of the Forest laws in all their
rigour has been a source of inconvenience to men and cattle end therefore pray that theybe relaxed,
For instance, most of the lands adjoining this town have

80 as to remove the inconvenience.
been reserved without sufficient space left for grazaves, &c. We therefore beg to suggest

that sufficient margin be allowed around crowded towns for the convenience of men and eattle.
In conclusion, we devoutly hope and pray that Your Excellency may for many long years be
preserved with health and strength to sustain the responsibilities of Your Excellency’s exalted
position. .

.

Address from the Inkabitants of Gudivdda Taluk.®

- May 1t pLEasE Your Exceriescy.—It isewith feclings of unalloyed pleasure that we,
the undersigned public of Gudivéda, crave permission to approach Your Lordship to offer a hearty
weloome to this our district. We need hardly say that, in seeking the privilege of an interview
with Your Lordship to-day, we have been mainly influenced by a desire to express our loyalty
and love to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Kmpress’ government of this country and

our thankfulness for the manifold blessings we enjoy under Her benign sway. We are fully

cognizant that Providence could not have placed our safety im better hands than Her Majesty’s,
and that no Government is so solicitous abont the welfare of the people committed to its charge
as the British Government. Nothing would better illustrate this care and tenderness for the
ﬁgvemed than this trip of Your Lordship through those parts of the Presidency that have been

sieged by that grim mouster of famine, whose periodical visits to thigscountry have been the
source of 8o much concern and anxiety to Your Lordship’s government. This trip, undertaken
at no small sacrifice of personal comfort at a time when the country should have expected Your
Lordship dwelling on the snowy and delightful tops of the Nilgiris, amply testifies to Your Lord-
ship’s sympathy for the sufferers. We must confess that, in coming to welcome Your Excel-
lency, we have not been unselfish. We have long had a petition to urge and have thought this
the best opportunisy to lay it before Your Lordship. During the time of Your Lordship’s pre-
decessor, we begged that the railway might be extended to %{asulipatam, the head-quarters of
the district. The Government sanctioned the survey which has been cofnpleted. N pth}ng
further has been done in 4he direction for some timme. We have taken the liberty of reminding
the Government of the promised boon. Your Lordship is aware of the importance of Bezvéda
which has become the nucleus of railways. It is now the terminus of the Southern Mahratta
Railway and Nellore State Railway, and the East Coast Railway is ere long to l}avg 1ts'term;nns
here. The system will not be complete in the distriot unless ra.ilyvay oom_mqmoa.txon is settled
between Bezvéda and the chief town, which is also the chief port in the district. .We neefi not
take up Your Lordship’s invaluable time by enumerating the advantages of extending the railway
in Kistna, which is one of the few large paddy-growing distriots. Gudivéda being one of the
important delta taluks of the district, our grain would be within the easier reach of plpces where it
may be wanted. The line already surveyed passes through the Nizvid, Challapalli, and Vallur
zemindaris and tbrough Gudivdda town, which, besides being the Read-quarters of the taluk, is
also the statibn of the new Munsif’s' Court established since the 1st March last. The tradimgand
litigant population will, not to speak of others, find an immense boon if the railway be soon
. opened, for, except during the three hottest months of the year, communication 1s, for want of

good roads and owing to inundation by water, not very easy. In conclusion, we beg to state
that we earnestly hope that it will be in the power of Your Lordship’s government to see the
* line between Bezvéda and Masulipatam completed at an early date. Wishing Your Lordship

and Lady Wenlock long life and prosperity.

Hisx Excellency's Reply.

Tlis Excellenocy had in the first instance to expgess to the gentleman of the.Vijayavada Sabha
and the Rate-payers” Association, Bezvéda, and the gentleman who came there as a deputation
from the Gudivéda taluk, his sincere thanks for the kind words with which they had received him
on this his first visit to Bezvéda. It was especially fortunste perhaps that they had been able to
have a second meeting at Bezvéda as it had enabled, in the first instance, the gentleman from
Gudivdda, who had unfortunately met with a severe accident on the road the day before to present
his address from that part of the country. In the second place, it was fortunate, he thought, that
they should have that meeting, as thure{y all misapprehensions which ocourred in consequence of
the address from Vijayavada aBha not having been rqoexved would be set at rest. He regretted
that there had been any misunderstanding on the subject; but, as they well knew, t}le formality
that Government required in respect to presenting addresses had not been fulfilled with regard to
that address, which was not in the first 1nstance gsent through the Collector. 'There also appeared
to be some misunderstanding as to whether the address should be presented or accepted as a
petition ; but it appeared ovident that a great. many gentlemen had expressed thair wishes to lay
cortain matters before him, and he was glad to think that Mr. Arundel’s management and
arrangements had got over the difficulty and he was thgre that day to hear what they had to say.
"The Yijayavada Sabha memorialists wished oertain points to be decided in their favour. They

_in its  wisltes on

9

first of all addressed their remarks to the i ioi
_ _ question of the local Municipal Counci i
gﬁ:;r:aﬁdh;:/? :l:xag:n it ﬁsh'mil‘é}})e' merea.seg. 131 numbers ; and their secclwg?l reczluu‘:::tl’vavgg zlﬁztrtg:s;
-official Chairman. As they all knew, in this country th ici -
E;);iﬁltne:::r?ﬁ ogne thit ll:ad only %gto;b;]})een introduced ; and f‘il;ls rl%xoeﬁle%(;;n:;?to?:? gcf)
) dy must be aware that the introduction of such a f i
a.G country as India must be considered to be more or less an ex;gri;ez?:ﬂxgcfl 1t0Z§:::f1::: bﬁ)gggg
overnment to see that that form of government should be iutroduced with proper precautions
and safeguards. It was only four years since the Bezvida Municipalily was formed at the
instance of Uovernment by nominating Councillors to attend on that Council. The very great
interests which Governmept had at stake, the very large amount of property it had there
and the absolutely new life which had taken place in the town, required one particular head
to manage the whole affair, and it was extremely dangerous, if he might be allowed to use that
expression, to allow any personal interests to become mixed up with what really were largely
those of Government. With regard to the general principles of allowing their representatives
to take their seats at the Council, he fully agreed. He thought that all local self-government
should eveptually be in the hands of the people, but in & country like this it must be allowed
to develop itself gradually, so that people might be trained to take the management of their
i).vl:%;ﬁmrs into their own hands; and therefore it seemed to him that, in the case of a town
i o egvgda, it would be a very good thing in the first place, after the Council had been started
a:vt:) ulda th::::f ;:wv:;!v‘kv}vqtghf(}r four years, hgradually to introduce the system they desired He
, ) ith favour any scheme to place six new memb. th il
elected by themeelves (applause). He hoped that that would satisfy, izr:ho: ﬁrs: ig:::;;l tt(;nla)ii
aspirations, and that these gentlemen who “took their places on that Council would show that
(gﬁfgg 1:11;1;: deIYIc::II(I)ll:J s:o ff(;.lbh(i . b!;ltsmess which government requireéd fromr all those who were
. 8ad a slight warning. Government w i
could be to see that this Municipal form of government shoxfi?l al?emela;lt(:::le?ls azng d(ggzﬁ)mexse:ltl;
over the country. He was bgund to tell thet.n, as head of the Government, that it had foticed
with a great deal of disappointment the laxity, he might eay, and more than want of care dis
¥layed by Councillors in the performance of their public duties, and it had been found necessa ;
or Government in its general review of the Municipal administration at this Presidency to l'])lf
attention to that fact, and warn Councillors to see that a decided improvement should be};ﬁ ::d
He only hoped that such a falling off in the duties of public men as Municipal Councillors ;‘i)ulti
not be seen in Bezvdda, and that they might be able gradually to increase the number six to
still larger number. He looked forward to the day—but he did not say that the tjme had :
:,}mved—when they oould have an elected Chairman. As he had said before, the interests of {}ge
o o;f;nm:n% at ]?}o;zvéda were so large that the experiment should be tried cautious] ¥, and at present
t'e 1'11;;1 t (111‘11 e could recommend to Government the adoption of the suggestion’s in that}:) direc. '
liovne'n T :n‘zl L r:::lsl dst:}EG% tﬁatcwhen’ﬁhe tolx:/in was first constituted a Muniocipality the publio were
\ at the Council would consist of twenty-o i
g:lllg% ‘11;<t) gla;e a.ngf gecord IT Gov«;rnmtext)tdoﬂihoes which tshofve&1 eﬂf:? ra?xﬁg:n?e;: :?{s;veg:
d y such hope. was also stated that they did not wish't i
without saying it very definitely they said that thg_ taxationwisas ovge g}xl'lei:a&nc:;]rgc;ﬂgersé s
comparatively small. He was very sorry to hear that these were their fee ings. As far as hreo&n;
:x:lcaéargmf, the taﬁa.tmn u(l)cfi the Eezvétzat%iuﬂioipality was by no means as heavy as it was in :thers
. ar as he oould make out, the returns were in all i :
otheg's, and better than in most, dr,ld oxgept in the matter 1(1)1{& tgflr:o::iggo((i}::;:n; g%og_zlnany
:gn:;dex; It;h:r:hhadt‘:)een ﬁ:l); lflaltluflg off r(iin tge work of the Municipal Council there If:anws,s1 sonoti
e that they brought- that forward, though they did not mak efinite st
as to the way in which they found the Bezvada Municipalit] n;i‘m:t aonfyv:g:z de:fEiII:t; st:gmtlflnt
when the new members were elected any shortcomings would soon disa pear. The " kat
ﬁhat Municipal Councillors should not be allowed to sit as Honorary Mag?stmte.ss. HZ ::: .: ‘?g
ite :31\1111&1 I;.)(;t pﬁomlset ot alterha. systemdwhich v:rins universally prevalent in the country. T}nlizlsa'
shown that such a procedure produced any injusti ] i
:l;,s a;rz E};aal.‘ret&o?larléndxv}lldl:a}], a(‘;‘r 1t;.ny gf'reatdnumber of inydivxduall‘:shto‘dgg ::t rﬁ(ilnin ol::;glsll:;g:
7 o alter wha een found to work harmoniously and efficiently i
life. The next point was about water. They wished the Ki 3 b tappod by o very-day
: . : ' tna to be tapped b ;
and Mr. Spring was going to make-an exy in hioh P enoesafal. oy o
Mr. 8 periment which he hoped, if .
Mhu!:mlpaht.y, would be able to take up and extend. Naturally the?y v;(:ul(;ul?:ees;ful(;tfage{’ ?)';aa
Kn: :Ere: aﬁ);ﬁl;ttlz)e ﬁxeulgha:: of }lhe oxpendifure. Asregards the sub]%ot of extensigz of a l:’rancl’:
asulipatam, he was not prepared to say yet that the G i
would take the matter up. As far as they h Y Taattor on ton i Sia
d ) . y had goue, they had i i
:lxlld ﬁf at any time the Government of Indiagsho’uld y;mt ;:VSB:.?I th;itﬁ?;g:e:: :gslt:t{:onttﬁon;
th :st iadmmpo:tgntzvz?melﬁ would (;iot;lts best to do something to push tl{at railway on wh‘iao w;m;
e. As regards the separation of the revenue and magisterial funof;
st 1 oty oot Lk, "Rt ot U o o e Rty o
_ t n be able to introduce it. He quite sympathised wi
i o, 2 kel 4 e T o ot Lt
3 2 ! ‘ ricts to meet as i i
requirements of the ryots in the matter of working the Forest Lal.:lv:(; :z 530" ;Bketilfm?sil:e:v:: (:
. ) 4 ’
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-matter of huge national importance that their forests should be preserved. By such preservation
" of the forests, which were their great property, he looked forward to the day when fuel and
fodder might be supplied very cheag, and a large income might be derived, so that a large pro-
portion of taxation which pressed heavily on the people might be abolished. Therefore they
must not press the Government to throw away that great prize which was before them, though
he thought it was quite right that they should call the attention of Government and Collectors
whenever they thought that the Forest Laws were worked with rigour. 1e was sure that Mr.
Arundel would be only too anxious, if he possibly could, to meet their wishes in that direction.
Mr. Arundel told him that down the hills certain places were open to cattle, and that where the
presence of cattle was absolutely fatal to trees there growii g, every one who liked to go and out
grass was allowed to do so free of charge. He thought that the Collector had done in the
immediate vicinity of the town all he could to meet their wishes in the matter. In cortain places
"be was bound to say that if the forests were thrown open there would be in course o? time
neither fuel nor fodder, so that they would be eating up the whole of the fodder of the district,
and thus destroying all chance of preserving, as they much wished to preserve, those animals
which were valuable for breeding and working purposes. Iu such hard times as thq present, if
cattle were allowed in indiscriminately, in a very short time there would be nothing alive.
Therefore he hoped they would understand that the Government in this matter was simply doing
its quty, and watching the interests of the people at large. In conclusion he thunked the Mem-
bers of the Vijayavada Sabha for the kind words they had used regarding himself and hoped
that the gentleman who had presented the address of the GudivAda public would take back with
him the aesurance of the pleasure he had had at hearing their representations and tell them as
regards the railway—the particular point they brought forward—that he hoped Government.
would do everything to see that that line was completed (loud applause).

Municipal Address at Ananlapur.

May 17 PLEASE YoUR ExXcP1LENCY,—We, the Municipal Councillors and Residents of Anan-"
tapur, are glad to avail ourselves d¥ this opportunity of welcommi Your Excellency to our town

and expressing our sincere gratitude for the kindness of heort with which Your Lordship bﬂm

the heat of the scorching summer sun to alleviate the suffering of the starving poor. It s8¢~

small consolation and encouragement to such people to see with their own eyes that, unmind®
of personal comfort and under presstire of enormous business, the noble representative of the:
. Gracious Sovereign works for their common good harder than they themsolves toil for ther
daily maintenance. We do not wish to tnke up Your Excellency® precious time by recounting
the vari8us difficulties and troubles of our little Municipality. Most of them have nlrgadwn
brought to Your Kxocellency’s notice officiaily, and we are sure Government would do its to
help us out of at least some of them. But these dwindle into insignificance when we are face to
face with the grim famine bringing in its train distress, disease and death. We would the’?fgs
" * mention, with Your Lordship’s permission, one or two points which are counected Toasible
famine relief of this district and which, in the general opinion of the townsmen, 87 ¥ since’
and beneficial under the present circumstances. Your Lordship has no doubt observed th‘h ver
January last the prices of food-grains in the distriet have been pretty stationary 'thozgto th};
high. This is perhaps due to a large importation of .grain from ofher diutn'“,'.wt' of an
prudent foresight of righ ryots who stored up the produce of their lands in - anticipd 1013t :
unfavorable season. We would have had cheaper prices ere long, had {he charges of traqys:l 3 :leln
fninimised by opening the new railway for thm‘gg traffio without unnecessury del8y- 1€ L9
- condition of labourers has not improved to any a prgcinble degres. We foar it will grow worse if
the next monsoon does not set in sufficiently ea.r?y and thereby give an impetus to the suspended
agricultural operations. There is not much scarcity of food, but want 8 useful employment
is keenly felt. Your Excellency knows that the majority of the population leads & hand-to
mouth life, de%ending for daily maintenance on the wages of daily labour. Tf, ns at present,
the labourer has no work in the flelds and does not get any wages, his distress does
not cease with the fall in the prices of grains. Hgq must get money to buy his food,
bo it cheap or dear. The relief works now opened to help him do not sufficiently pay him
for his subsistence. The wrescribed famine wages of this distriot are low. ‘I'here have been of
1ate strikes of famine coolies. Scme of them say they would rather die of starvation than do
for one anna and a half a day as much work as they used to do for 3 or 4 annas a day. This is
no doubt a foolish idea, but if it gets hold of a large mass of ignorant coolies, the result would
be disastrous. 'We would therefore venture to suggest the desirability of either raising the rates,
#ay to two annas per day, or lightening the task asgigned to each famine oooly. Tie present
state of the season threatens to create, if it has not already created, a water famine in many
parts of the district.® There are many large villages with populations varying from 1,000 to
3,000 that depend for their water-rupply mainly on one or two wells giving scarely a bucketful
of water at a time. The soil in many villsges is 80 hard and rocky that it is impossible to dig
deeper than a ysed or two without the help of the costly and dangerous dynamite and profes-
sional skill. The Local-Boards are trying to assist the vii'lagers. ®But unless a larger expenditure

- ' .
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is incurred and Engineexs or Overseers are sent out fqr digging or deepening drinking-water
woll, the present distress would assume the most serious aspect. The work should be done
departmentally, as the unskilled labour of villagers would be of no avail. Another question we
would submit for Your kxcellency’s consideration is that of feeding the large thnks of Anantapur
and Singanamala by means of a channel from the Pennar. This is known as the Bookacherla
Project. The work is large enough for purposes of the famine relief. It would provide
employment to a very great number of coolies for & eonsiderable time. It would be a source of
unfailing supply 1o numerous minor tanks as well. ‘lhe general condition of the district
would materially improve, as large areas now lying waste would be brought under wet culti-
vation. We think any amount of money spent on this project would not be spent in vain.
'We beg to conclode*with most heartily welcoming and thanking Your Excellency, and with a
fervent prayer to the Almighty that He may shower His choicest blessings on Your lxcellency
and Lady Wenlock.— A rantapur, 26th April 1892. . .

- His Excellency’s Reply.

[ ]

MR. CHA1RMAN AND GeNTLEMEN,—I beg to thank you for the kind words of welcome you
have addressed me on ogming to Anantapur again, the second time I have had the pleasure of
paying you a visit. The first time I came here with the view of consulting Mr. Underwood and
the officers of the district as to the works which might be cousidered necessary to be opened in
the event, as was clearly proved, of labour being found necessary to be kept going during this
present time of ecardity and distress, in consequence of the failure of the recent monsoons. The
work which was then laid out for Anantapur I believe has proved to be amply sufficient for the
requirements of the people. At the same time I must ohserve that we believed that a larger
numbgg would come forward in this particular district than we have found now apparently
-anxious to avail themselves of the opportunities we have given them of finding work at Govern-
ment relief-works.

You point out in your address that you consider that a good deal of hanging-back has
taken place on the part of a great many of the labouring population in consequence of the
smallness of the Government wage. Well, I can only say in regard to this that Government
are naturally mot inclined to give any larger wage than what is found to be absolutely proper
for the mafhtenance and support of the cooly. who vomes forward to ask for work. This is a
gnestion which has naturally occupied the very closest attention of Government; and I do
believe myself that the amount of wage which the Government gives to each individual is amply
sufficient to kewp him in health and strength during the time he is on the work. I have had
the opportunity of seqjng in different parts of the gresidenoy, in very large numbers, coolies
on relief works. I have given this particular subject my closest attention, and I have found,
I may say almost in every case, that where gangs are being worked upon third-class wages they
have been supported for months together in a manner which we consider as perfectly satisfactory.
The condition of such coolies is in all respects everything one can wis?:. ‘We do not wish
of course to compete in any way with the open market labour, and we are obliged to restrict -
our wage actually and simply to the amount we find to be sufficient to keep the coolies in
Qroper health and in proper strength. Beyond that I donot think Government should go.

oy yourselves suggest that the rate should be fixed at 2 annas. If the prices of grain should
rise—as it is quite possible to imagine that they may— the wage given would amount to 2 annas or
even more ; but at the present time we find that the wage given is sufficient.

You point out that a great amount of work is necessary now to be found for the labourers
at this particular time of the year; but I am surprised, when I come to this particular distriot,
to find that on two large works close by this particular part, where the employers of labour—the
Railway Company—are offering very much higher wages than the Government offer on their
works, up till now labourers will not come forward ! In Pamidi, which is only 13 miles from
here, which is in the middle of what we may consider an affected tract, so much as 4 annas or
5 annas can be earned by a man a day, and 2 annas by a woman by 9 o’clock in the morning,
and yet labourers cannot be had. This makes me think that it is quite Possible_that the neces-
sities of the labouring olusses are not quite as greatas you point out. This morning I was down
at the bridge about three miles from here on the new railway, and the contractor told me that
he offered 4 annas for a mgn and 2 annas for a woman, and that he could not get labourers.
The demands of the distressed in this particular district do not seem to be very great, otherwise
they would have come forward and testified by their numbers their willingness to acoept
the wages this work offers. 'I'herefore I can only come to the conclusion that the amount of
distress in the Anantapur district cannot be so severe as is represented to be in some quarters; at
the same time, I must say that my information leads me to believe that in the south of the
district distress is greater than it is in this particular part. We expect to find before very long
that larger numbers will come to the works there; and here again I bdieve that if they will
come forward and do an amount of work which will enable them to get third- class wage, they
will find themselves perfectly able to get throu s of scarcity and hardship till I
hope, by God’s blessing, we shall get good m 1 be able, I believe, to resume
their natural avocations and their troubles _
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Among other things you mention in your address there is a suggestion that the task assigned
to each famine ccoly should be lightened. I would like to point out that the amount of bour
asked for from each famine cooly is only one-half of the amount which is considered as an ordinary
day’s work by an ordinary cooly in better times ; therefore I do not think that you can very well
say that the Government is asking for a very large sacrifice of labour on the part of the cooly,
when he is only asked to do one-half of the amount of work. That task has been decided upon
after close consultation with all the authorities concerned, and after very carefully watching the
condition of the coolies. You point out that the scarcity of water is very much felt in great
many parts. Well, I am afraid your remarks are only too true. The Local Boards are
naturally entrusted with this work, and I expect, if they find in any locality that the difficulty of
raising water is beyond the means, that they will make some representations to the Collector, so that
Government may be informed of them to see whether the assistance required is one that may be
most legitimately asked for and most properly met on the part of the Government. The first move
in this matter should be made by the Local Boards, which are entrasted with this particular duty.
As regards the channel you ask to be brought forward from the Pennar river to fill the tanks not
only here but also in Singanamala, from the information I have received up till now I gather
that this project has been condemned by the Chief Engineer, not so much on account of the
actual difficulty of the work concerned as of the abstraction of water from the river which is now
taken up not only in Nellore, but in various other places; and if an emicut were constructed in
the place you point out, these peogle who are now deriving water for irrigation and other
purposes from this river there, will be deprived of the water they now enjoy. However, I will
have this point looked into, and if it is found feasible to carry ot this work, { will see that proper
steps are taken ; but I am afraid I cannot encourage you very much from*what I have already
learnt on the matter. I do not know about the engineering patt of the question, but shall be
able to send you a correct answer as to what the Engineers have to say on the point.

1 think these are the different points which are brought to my notice, and I hope € have
been abie to satisfy you in all these various matters. Government is as anxions as you are to
see that everything that can be done for the alleviation of the distress of the people is being done,
ard any mistakes that are being made I believe we shall be able to detect. The subject is receiv-
ing the most anxious and careful attention of Government. We have various works in the various
districts which are carefully supervised and watched ; we hear everything about them every week ;
and the amount of work that is done is very carefully watched, and you may depar.d upon it that
if we are found in any way falling shoxt of efforts to keep the people not only alide, but in a
proper condition of bealth, that matter will most certainly be attended to and, if necessary, proper
alterations and modifications will be made. In conclusion, I beg to thank you very much for
the kind manner in which you have received me on this oocasion, and hope that the next time
when I come round to Anantapur it will be at a time when all the presegt symptoms of trouble

will have passed away and when I have th i
propitious season (10“3' applansc) may have .e pleasure of congratulating you on a more

His Excellency’s Speech at Distribution of Prizcs of the American Mission Middle School,
Madanapalle.

Tapies AND GeNTLEMEN,—The distribution of prizes being over, it remains for ma to

express to you the very great pleasure I feel in having had 1 i
. . . y ‘ g nad an opportunity to take part on this
§nt:£95tmg c;ocqgloil‘ of the oele%ratxpn of the thirtieth anniversarvp I(;f the a{rival of Fl(:is mli]ssion
1 i 18 001(1111. l'yt-m til‘Oﬂl the report just read, I see there are 56 pupils on the rolls, receiving good
ant s%un. gx‘s ction within the walls of their school. I am partioularly gratified to find that
ﬁﬁt :hne{r 1;] en?:i It;r&:]?;céni?:l‘:: {g(r) 1:3«; g.emzy e?;)mation })f the children attending these schools,
: ] ] training is . atisfactory feature in the t of
this particular institution is the arra ?0 o dor tmod: o of toohni
branches, 80 that it may bo seid ot hggement made for imparting a knowledge of technical

Boquire are going togetner. hand i b re the two kinds of instruction necessary for a boy to

nd ; 8o that not ouly are provided opportunities here for

raising the tone and the intelligence of th il i i
life. I am much pleased withgthe appe:ng‘xloglo’ib‘g)e:?ﬁoto o out_for higher spheres of

their prizes. I beg once more to repeat my thanks for the oo yare bright and cheorful over

me preside on this extremely interesting oocasion, —28¢4 A;xg;‘xollggz?u have done me in making

Address at Madanapalle H igh School,

MAY 1T PLEASE Youe ExceLLency,—~We, the teach .
palle High School, bgg most respectfully to approach Ymi:‘ Ea:oill:l:xz pnpltl]: Of‘ the Madana-
weloome on the oocasiam of Your Exopllency’s wisit to our school v with this our bumble
. We welcome Your Kxoellency first as the Chanoe]l . ivers: '
: %e ra.retéh.on%nr olfi ha.vini.been the first to oonfeg'e o?xrdﬁyu:;uatlli'!ﬁuerier;zhthat oy Mquiw;
Joentiaté in Teaching, which has tended to raise the dignity of the 1o ers the Degree o
at the same time holy, profession of Teaching. ¥ of the hitherto neglected, shd
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Next we welcome Your Excellency asthe President of the Council of Fort Saint George that
has recently effected many salutery improvements in matters educationsl, such as the present
Educational Rules, the transference of the Training Institutions from the management of the
Local Boards to the direct control of the department, the present Fee Notification, and the form-
ation of a standing Text-Book Committee.

Once more we welcome Your Excellency as the representative in this Presidency of Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Empress Victoria, who gave Her Royal Uonsent to the famous Kducational
Charter of India, viz., Sir Charles Wood’s Despatch of 1854.

At the same time, during Your Excellency’s Chancellorship many improvements have
also been effected in the constitution of the University and the bye-laws relating to its Examin-
ations. All these have tended to better iinmensely the quality and tone of training of the younger
generation in the schools of our Presidency.

All the above reforms introduced during Your Excellency’s administration obviously testify
to the deep interest which Your Excellency has been taking in the education of the people
coufided to Your Excellency’s charge.

It therefore gives us pleasure to acquaint Your Excellency with the educational concerns of
this small town of Madanapalle, which is slowly becoming an important place by the introduction
of railway and telegraphic communications.

‘Wo however belicve that Your Excellency. is already aware that this district, as a whole, is
one of the most backward parts of this Presidency. In the whole district there are but two
important localities, viz., Cuddapah and Madanapalle, which have been maintaining institutions
up to the Matriculation standard, and of thesc the High School at Cuddapah is the only
institution that is supported by a public bodﬁr. Our little town cannot boast of a High School
maintained either by Uovernment or by the Local Fund Board, and the little that is being done
now to promote socondary education is duo to the earncst efforts of some philanthropic gentle-
men. While these gentlemen are very anxious to emcourage education in every way, and
appreciate the lessons of sclf-roliance, they cannot but regret that the general public have not as
yet reached that stago of onlightenment where they might lend a helping hand to the cduse

. of education. It is thercfore very desirable that the only institution now in existence at Madana-

palle should be placed on a safer footing. We have reached a crisis in the educational history
of the town where private effort alone cannot do all that is neccssary. We thereforo carnestly

pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to deviso such means as may be nccessary to guarantee
the stability of the prosent institution.

We further beg to state that the school is at present located in two buildings; the three
Lowor Secondary classes in this Government building and the three Upper Sccondary classes in a
rented building opposite to the Sub-Collector’s office at the other end of the town, It is thercfore
necessary for the convenience of all concerned with the school that the present building should be
extended so that the whole school may be located hero.

‘Wo most respeetfully pray that Your Excelleney will be graciously pleased to accord sanction
for the extension of this Government building. :

In conclusion wo beg most respectfully to submit our hoarty thanks to Your Excellency for
honouring our school with a visit, and earncstly pray to God for tho long life and prosperity
of Your Esxcelleney and Lady Wenlook,—29¢4 April 1892,

—

His Ercellency’s Reply.

His Excellency assured them of his sympathy and promised to give the subject his con-
sideration when it camo up.

Address of the Townspeople of Madanapalle.

May 1T rLEAsE Your ExcerLiency,—We, the townsmen of Madanapalle and neighbouring
places, most respect fully beg to assure Your Excellency that it gives us very great pleasure to
welcome Your Excellency to our parts as the representative of our beloved Q,ueen-h_[qther, whose
benign rule hes ensured the safety of our lives and property, has raised our condition intellec.
tually, socially and morally, and has showered on us a thousand and one blessings such as we
never enjoyed under any other rule. Being grateful for the mnupmra'ble ben?ﬁts' tha..t we have
derived from British rule, and proud to be the subjects of a Sovereign whose Ewmpire is founded
not upon military valour and military power, but upon the loyal feelings, love and affection of
the millions of I{er Majesty’s subjects, we have found it impossible to leck upon the domestio
culamities and sorrows of our Queen as mot our own, and we therefore most sincefely deplore
the death of Her Majesy’s Grandson, the Duke of Clarence and Avondale; dnd if human
condolence can be of any avail, we sincerely assure Your Excellenoy that the hearts of the loyal
people of these parts now pulsste with the heart of Her Majesty, and that we mourn the logs as
deeply as all other faithfuf subjects of Her Majesty.

4
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To Your Excellency we are very deeply thankful for honouring us with this visit ; for we
hope that this tour of *Your Excellency will be produective of results beneficial to the suffering
reople of the sub-division. We wish we could give a more joyful welcome and a better report
of our condition on the present occasion ; but at this unfortunate moment we are in the midst
of one of those bitter experiences 80 common in this country at the end of every ten years or so,
the prevention of which has been a serious problem both for the Goverp{nent and the people to
solve. Wae are entirely at the mercy of the capricious, uncertain, tantalising monsoons, and the
failure of even a single harvest causes not a little anxiety and misery to our ryot population. Allthe
irrigation works of our parts are only rainfed, and all our food-crops cannot thrive without timely
rainfall. What is most deplorable this time is the fact that a severe famn.xe has overtaken us before
our people have had time to recover from the effects of th'e terrible famine of 1876—77, which had
caused the greatest loss of life in this district and contributed largely to the desertion of whole
villages and hamlets, and which would have led to the extermination of a still greater portion of
our population had it not been for the most willing help that our benign Government, under the
presidency of His Excellency the Duke of Buckingham and Chaudos, had rendered and for the
most loving paternal care exercised by it. This time also we have the satisfaction to see that the
Government is as ready as ever to come to our help, and one of the unmistakeable proofs of this
readiness is the visit of Your Excellency at this time of the year, when the solar heat is unusually
powerful, and when travelling must be most trying, intolerable and enervating. Not only this,
we are also thankful to the chief Administrative Officers, and we are glad that our Sub-Collector
and Coliector have been doing their best to mitigate misery and suffering. We are also conscious
that our authorities recoguised the existence of distress here in due time, and we are also alive
to the diffieulties of organi~ing proper relief works in affected parts. ‘Therefore, it is 10 small
satisfaction to us to find that while the authorities are not to waste the tax payers’ money
without advantage to the country, they have not been sparing any pains to save the people from
impending starvation.

With regard to the effects of the Great Famine of 187677 in this district, we most respect-
fully beg to invite Your Kxcellency’s kind attention to the Census figures of 1871 and of 18€l.
According to the Census figures of 1871 our district exhibited a population of 1;351,194, but
" in the subsequent Census we had only a population of 1,121,088, the loss being bt
the sub-division of the district, consisting of the four taluks of Madanapalle, Kadiri, Réiya-
chéti, and Viyalpad, must have suffered most terribly, goes without saying, for we had no railway
communication at the time and all our people lived in out-of-the-way places.

ow, under Your Excellency’s Government, we rejoice to find that the great civilizer
of mEZlii?]d, the Steam-engine, has ynow been doing us exoellent service by facilitating the
transport of grain and maintaining a constant grain-market. During the progress of these
railway works, many of the laboring classes had lucrative .emplor}jn}ent, and since the eomple-
tion of these works, grain trade has been rapidly inereasing. This we regard as one of the
greatest blessings conterred on us by the Government. We feel also deeply thankful for the
proposed estension of the telegraphic line from Chxnna@ppasamudmm to Madunapalle. But
with regard to railways, there is yet another want which we humbly beg to bring to Your
kxcellency’s motice. We have as yet had no railway line to communieste with the adjacent
parts of Mysore, which produce very large quantities of ragi, the staple .food-gram, and there-
fore it will certainly be & very great boon if a railway line from Chmnatlppasamu.dx:am or
Kuruvalakota should pass through the towns of Madanapalle and Punganir and join the
Madras Railway line at Kolar Road Station or some other station close by.  We hope there are
not many engineering difficulties, and pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to sanction its
construction at an early date, so that it may also serve as a relief work to all classes of laborers.

With regard to the relief works, we attach the greatest importance to the principle of
providing labour to the suffering people near their own homes, and also to the principle of
spending money on reproductive works. There are, we believe, a very large number of
minor irrigation works in this sub-division, and they may be selected in preference to road
works. We understand that the importance of this principle has already been sufficiently
appreciated by the Goverument, but what we now wish to submit for the kind consideration
of Your Excellency, is a general complaint here and there, that the rates allowed for these
works are much less than the rates given in ordinary times. No doubt there is now a keen
competition among laborers, but as the cost of livi'ng is much higher at the present time, it is
earnestly hoped thut the rates may not be curtailed in the oase of works given on contrz_l.ct,
since the contractors, who are in many cases the village officers, would try to reduce the wages
even lower than those prevailing in Government relief works; the consequences of such &
curtailment would lead to the undesirable increase of numbers on works conducted under direct
Governmental supervision, and it will also be not stnctl.y regsor_mble on the part of Government
to expect to get their works done at a lower cost during famine than during ordinary times.
Contract labour in these cases saves the trouble of constant supervision and leaves the workmen
aud their employers to arrange their own terms, and the. Goverument will be, to a great extent,
relieved of the responsibility of opening relief kitchens in these places, as the workmen bemg

aid their normal or somewhat reasomable rates, can take care of themselves, their children an
also their helpless dependants. But if the contract rates are reduced, the work will not only be
not attractive to contractors, but the effect will also be to induce labourers to flock to relief

works in great numbers.

239,166. That -
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With regard to relief works, the general complaint is that the wages given are ver
We do not advocate the principle that the Governmgnt should spend publ%c m%ney extmvag{ulﬁ;:
Bl}t what we beg to submit for the consideration of Your Excellency is, the wages paid to coolies
might at least give them their ordinary subsistence. We are aware of the numerous difficulties
of setting tasks to the people, of measuring them and apportioning wages according to these
emeasurcments. DBut considering that weak women, nursing mothers, and also delicate children
have to come from long distances and are to work in the heat of the sun all day, considering
also the fact that only those who cannot find any other sort of works under private employers
come to Government relief works as the last resort to save their lives, we wouﬁi earnestly bring
to Your Excellency’s notice the necessity of devising some sort of plan or system by which the
minimum wages of labourers actuully dishursed may not fall below what is indispensable for the
necessaries of life. We trust that the cases of nursing mothers, little children, and very old and
incapable persons will receive sufficient attention. -

There is another point which is as important as the wages of labourers. At present there
are no resting sheds for the coolies at the works now under Government supervision. In the
case of coolies who come from great distances, and also in the case of all ordinary coolies wishin
to take rest for a few hours after their work is done, resting sheds in or near the site of worﬁ
are, we believe, absolutely necessary.

In the matter of granting loans for digging wells, it gives ns very great pleasure to info
Your Kxcellency that our popular Sub-Co]lectogr, Mr. J. Igl Atkinson,yhgs matxl)e very creditag;::
progress in the disposal of applications. Had it not been for this circumstance, the condition of
the people would have becn much worse. These well works are giving eraploymeut to many
able bodied men and women, and have done much to discourage coolies from resorting to
Government relief works in great numbers. They have also brought under cultivation many
lands, which it woulc.l have been impossible to cuitivate at this time of the year by any other
means. But therc is, ns yot, one obstacle to the free extension of cultivation under wells,
The great waste of cattle power involved in raising water from deep wells has been a dis-
couraging circumetance to ryots to undertake cultivation under wells. If some kind of efficient

. pumps or other appliunces caleulated to economise cattle power could be introduced and their
etlicacy demonstrated by Government, it will give u fresh impetus to the digging of wells on a
larger scale than hitherto. These appliances to be attractive must be not only cheap, but their
mechanism must be most simple. Government may also undertake to dig some wells as famine
works and use pumps or other appliances 80 as to convince the people of their special value. We
would also make one other suggestion res ecting this subject, viz, that Government should
remtit fhe loan advanced in all cases where the work fails from causes over which the ryot has no
control.

Next in importance to rclief works, and all manner of giving relief to famine-stricken
people, stands the question of granting remissions for lands lelgt waste. During the last three
years the agricultural outlcok has beeu throughout of a gloomy character ; and this year we are
in the midst of a famine which threatens to cause serious suffering and much alarm. If the
next monsoon should, unfortunately for us, fail, then the result would be most disastrous to the
country, and would cause no small amount of anxiety and trouble to our benevolent adminis-
trators. It will, therefore, be necessary to grant remissions on a large scale for lands left waste
and we would suggest that Your Excellency will be pleased to order remissions bein granted
on dxl-{ lands a/so, of ryots who, through no fault of their own, have had to leave their lands
uncultivated.

One eyceptional feature of the present distress is the want af driuking water for men and
animals. This water fumine is unprecedented. All the bost wells, springs, and channels have
failed ; and unless something is done to provide deep wells for all communities in towns and
villages, the suffering will be immense. In this connection we regret very much to inform Your
Excellency that the cattle of many villages are being taken under the scorching sun to distant
lands for want of water and fodder. It would, therefore, be desirable to provide some wells for
the use of cattle and men in places where they are most needed, and this, we beg to suggest,
mny be undertaken as a relief work, :

With regard to forest administration, our ryots complain very bitterly of the undue severity
of the Forest Laws. We most respectfully beg to submit, for the kind consideration of Your
KExcellency, that many of the hills and jungles now constituted into reserved forests are devoid
of vegetation, Thg’ oontain no forest trecs nor any timber worth preserving nor any large
quantity of fuel. er.ce the reservation of such places has been felt to be a great hardship
by the ryots. To live in the close proximity of forest reserves has become very troublesome ;
for it is often complained that the slightest straying of cattle in or near the reserves is sure to
involve the neighbouring ryots in prosecutions under the Forest Law. In our humble opinion
it is necessary to release some of the hills and jungles that have been reserved and to place
them at the disposal of the ryots either for grazing or other purposes, aud also to relax some of
the forest rules.

" We may also bring to Your Excellency’s notioe the high rates of seigniorage that are being
now charged for grazing cattle in reserved jungles and also for leaves. Considering the extreme
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poverty of the ryols of these parts, considering also the fact that the majority of our population
have only a hand to moyth existence, we earnestly pray that Your Excellency will be graciously
pleased to reduce these rates.

No doubt it is very good to reserve fine and productive forests. There seems, however, to
be & tendency to show an increase in the acreage of reserved forest year after year, and this
causes the reserving of almost all the hills at some time or other to the great detrimeut and®

»

inconvenience of the publie.

The ryots of the town of Madanapalle and the surrounding villages are put to great incon-
venience by the reserve of Madinikonda which is the only hill near Madanapalle that has any
fodder during the hot weather. The recent destruction of several cattle by cheetahs in that hill
amply testifies to the loss and danger that may be caused to the inhabitants of the town by
reserving it. We therefore pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to order this and similar
hills to be removed from the category of reserved forests.

‘With regard to matters “ Medical,” we are very glad to inform Your Excellency that we
have a very useful Local Fund dispensary presided over by Mr. T. Ward, a Medical officer of no
less than thirty years’ experience and skill, whose amiable qualities have endenred him to all
classes and whose bepevolent influence has done much to popularise the institution. We learn
that the funds for the supply of medicines to the public are insufficient to meet the wants of the
people and we therefore solicit Your Excellency to order sufficient pecuniary help being rendered

to this most deserving institution.

We hear that, at the suggestion of our Local Fund Board, the Government has authorised
the levying of house-tax in this town and also in some adjoining villages. We regret to inform
Your Excellency that the time is most inopportune for levying it, as the people do now find it a
serious problem to keep the wolf from the door. Corsidering the present state of the season, we
would earnestly pray that the levy of the house-tax be postponed till prospects improved.

'We beg to bring to Your Excellency’s kind mnotice the proximity of the toll-gates to the
towns, which necessarily causes great bardship to the agricultural classes. ‘The Government
has already noticed this tendency, but we pray that a distinct ruling be pasted to the effect that
gates shall not be established within certain limits of the town.

Of all the topics which deserve our careful attention, the subject of education stands fore-
most in the ground. We regret to inform Your Excellency that our district in point of educa-
tion is one of the most backward parts of the Presidency ; and in spite of tho poverty of the
people, some of the citizens have been endeavouring to the best of their power to maintain a
bigﬁ school accessible to all the four taluks of the sub-division. The school has had no support
whatever either from the Local funds or the Provincial funds. During the lact four years, that
is ever since the abolition of the only First-grade Middle school in the whole district, which was
under the direct management of the Local ¥und Board, Madanapalle, the amount spent by the
Board on secondary education in the sub- division amounted to Rs 67. Considering the
educational wants of the sub-division, this sum is exceedingly small. We are fully aware that
Your Excellency takes a very deep interest in educational matters and as it is important that the
school, now solely supported from fees and private subscriptions of a few philanthropic gentlemen,
should be kept up in efficient working order, we earnestly pray that Your Excellency will be
graciously pleased to render such help as it may be in the power of the Government to do.

After four years’ struggle and toil, we have at last been able to secure but one High
school for the whole town ; and in a place like this, where the general public have not so far
advanced in enlightenment asdo ajpreciate and work in the cause of education, Government help
is indispensable. We therefore reepectfully solicit that Your Excellency will be pleased to give
sufficient encouragement to the present institution which is now entirely managed by a private
body composed of educated and enlightened gentlemen. But if the school is to be permanently
gelf-supporting and is not to depend upon the unaided individual efforts of a few of the members
of managing body, and if the school is to be maintained in an efficient working order, we be
to submit that either the Government or the Local Fund Board will have to render substanti
help and give it sufficient stability. We therefore implore that Your Kxcellency will be pleased
to induce the Local Fund Board to maintsin the school for ever. In this cunnection we beg
to add that the Local Fund Board does not maintain any High school in the whole district, and
that, therefore, it would be easy for it to undertake the upkeep of the present institution. We
trust that this suggestion will meet at Your Excellency’s handsa most sympathetic consideration.

As regards primary education, Wwe are happy to see that it is recéiving sufficient help
and support from Your Excellency’s Government. ‘We most cordially thank Your Excellency
for the progress that is being made in this direction. 1It, however, behoves us to state in this
connection, that one community to which the benefits of primary education ought to be extended
have not, as yet, been enabled to take advantage of it. This is no other than our Pariah
community, which, we are soxry to say, still remains in the background of human progress and

enlightenment.
We therefore crave Your Excellency to direct steps being taken to establish schaols for the

exclusive use of this most backward class.
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« We are also glad to inform Your Excell i
b 1 ency that this ¢ M .
?0_}10?11 lf)Ot tlllle exclusive use of Muhammadan boys and gixl-is Ovyﬁlhillxasu:efulll}i]:; r:lat'('la“ Primary

ained by the Local Fund Board and has been making satisfaotory progress. Hon 18 main-

With regard to female education we f

_ : fem g eel grateful to the Ameri issionari

?agliileiip of _ﬁ. 1fmste girls’ school in the téown. We however feel bzﬁﬁntg lssi:g: aggz fo:e tthe
168 will have to be giwen for the extension of feale edueation in this cotntry ; Endavfg

therefore most humbly beg to suggest to Your E : i i
Government girls’ sghools on a souﬁ% and secu(l);l: b&sﬁ.e floncy the exped.lency of starting a fow

In conclusion we once more beg to cordially welcom

. L . e Y E
y(fary grateful for this visit, Whlqh 1s a rare ho);lour done tgulfs. xcx%eng;totoh‘;: fﬁ:t?)?‘nd focl
of All Good will shower His choicest blessings upon “Your Excellency and yLad W llslr;ense;
grant Your Excellencies-long life and prosperity.—29¢h April 1892, ey e‘n oos e

*

. His Excellency’s Reply.-
After thanking the Deputation for the lengthy address and after acknowledging t’he

condolences contained in the address in connection with the dea i C

Governor expressed himself pleased with- the words of preetilalt(i)ofnthi?lI:;l}:{isztt}t;larenc? th?
Madanapalle spoke of the zeal and energy with which the District officers of Cudda arl)le(;f ek od
to relieve distress 1le was sorry that during the last famine the cafastrophe was sg im rons
but now that they were provided with a railway and other facilities of communioatig:;mf’
hoped that the injury this time, in case the present distress deepened, would be far less disastr ;
As regards. the ra_xlvqa.y-from Chinnatipasamudram to join the Madras Railway at Kolar R 0:;'
or some other station, asked fpr in the address, the Governor said that Provinecial Governmgnts’
had no power to construct railways, but the power rested only with the Government of India;
but from what he knew of the attitude of the Government of India in this respect, he was
sorry he could not hold out any hope to them in that direction. With re'gardpto ihe com-

* plaint that the contract labour gave the coolies very small wages, His Excellency said that the

system of placing the headman of i1l i ; .
sﬁouldvbe ddministered o deservina wo o lnhchurge of Vﬂlage reliof works was that relief
cases and bring th rving: poor, as he woald be able to detect the rea)ly d ing
ng them on the relief works. With regard to the question of wages rffisyE em;;'vmg
y .XOG 9!1(?’

sail that if Government gave full wa i
full wages it would u
;vg;"h;t: ltyl'x ﬂ_rg‘t’g that the existing third-class wugs stt %:r lubﬁur mnrket and oontinned: * [t
s e 1stance of 8ir Richard Tomple. T'his héwevpr (;Z it an that introduced in Januury
. N ] n .
is in excess of the Templ of nge and nursing mothers OOTOt' The third-class wagos
including girls above ]2P ;e:;g%fb{ L of a pound of grain and ‘Io(; also get the man’s wnge
] , i . \ ]
:Ifeat}:l:itl:inéil&fs grain and }th of anafne;l. the thn:d-dm wages exoeed :'ll)eu'lll‘n‘. Fo
- wuge excoeds the T'empl
anna. . ple
SUPerses;}:nOZ?rzire(}I‘ with the waie introduced by ith of a pound of grain and Ath of an
boys above 12 : e ?mple_wuge, the present third-class wage f ment in May 1877, in
they are dear ye%m o1 age 1o equal to it, when prices are_at ‘Zg-7 or mwen, uursing mothers and
+Wetwoem 12 aefi, 7 ut is lower when prices are cheaper than thu?z:‘ pel-Iru Poe aid better when
bve .an years, as in the case of men, the third.clas v um.  In the case of children
-8 per rupee, being better wheu they are dearer and worse whage 18 equal when prices are
(‘flse. of ﬂv;v orlnen the present third-class wage is better than the hizlllxes:]e{v ore oheapor. In the
normg; 3 agt great famine by ith of a pound of grain. It should be “getg(iven to women
gang is limited to the third-class rates and that every gang b inP lss:d out qlso that
:I}gyv e:irn the second-class or even the.ﬁrst-class wage, both be?ng);ar Z;e sed exertion may
:E'grd u;,t could huye been e#irned during the past famine. The ola sgﬁ (‘}; tl,n excess of any-
? 1 b-lo mes gang instead of a second-class or first-class gang has no oth N ffOf " §ang ne
‘i:‘:gmlde one of assuring to it a somewhat higher rate of pay for doing a tb'es e] cot Luau the
Wit(];u %,:(ti 1tf it did only that amount when clussed asa ﬁrst.c]mgor alge(;g?]tuk than
extenderggt " theos resltl;mg she?e,.they were now provided on large works and ;]h class gang,
e ot thmaG er ones too as funds allowed :—T'urning next to the subj tey youd be
Higsagi That fte 1c:veruor was pleased that they were able to speak 80 well feo of loo,x.m for.
the district ?1 & eré].e present period of scarcity passed away Mr. Atkinson’s (;d M. Atkinson,
good barriers pyst ;s period would be long remembered by those wells, which ll:llmstrauon of
to grant remi::s?a - &1 tﬁlre famines, "In the matter of remissions the l’ooa.l (c)ffioee hl:)ped oree
ME W on, a(.in he \ﬁ?s sure that good deserving cases woul& be properly a{:m ;dd power
said thet tho urray during his jamabandi. - As regards relaving thé forest rules, th .Ge to by
re protection of the forests was for the good of the people, and a:'ind?mr?:.’m‘:r
N nate

For girls

«» opening of the forests would be productive of harm. As regards the levying of the house-ta
X,

he said that their Board was the onl i istri i

i y one in the district that did

}:he Jnany demands they were making on the resources of 'tlhe lBoz.;')(ti l(i’fv {oabl;orl;:ot. t?nx, :t;: ot
lror.n. increased funds. It was a tax which other places than Madann’palle aid, and tllllse or mﬁ:
egitimately to pay too. As regards the removal of toll-gates to a sufficiently lo’ng distaxiyce flr’i)m

: 5
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‘the town to enable the ryots to carry manure without ootroi duties, the Governor said that ryots
~used the roads as much as others, and it was only fair that they should pay for the wse they
mads of the roads. As regards the Pariah guestion, the.Governor said that ge was glad that the
long-neglected class were beginiing to receive attentiun at the_ hands of their more eultured
brethren. Any scheme that might be started to amekorate their lot would have his sympathy
and encouraggment He was glad also-that the Muhammadan community were understanding
the value of education and bestirring themselves to compete with their Hindu brethren. If they
did not exert themselves amd compete properly with them, they would be left behind in the roli.

He then concluded by returning thanks to the people of Madanapalle for the reception they
had given them, and wished them a happier and a mose prosperous season. .

.

His Ercellency’s Spee’ck at Distribution of Prizes of American Mission, Sch;)ol, Punganiir,

GenTi.EMEN,—I am sure you all here who are interested in this school must have listened

with great interest to the report that has just been read by the headmaster. It tells of a year
of a good many anxieties and of a good many {roubles such as naturally befall any institution
which attempts to raise itself above the standard -of ordinary elementary education in this
country, and to soar into higher and more elevated regions. Your school has just become a
‘High school, and I am glad to hear, from the report that in this particular school you passed no
less than four et the last Matriculation examination, —a eondition of affairs which I think, I must
siy, connot but reflect credit on those concerned in its management. I must also say in Ppassing
that this is the second school of which I have had the opportunity of visiting and distributing prizes
since I have arrived in this part of the country, both under the management, of Mr. Chamberlain,
and that I cannot help being struck at the admirable manner in which he and those who
are working with him are carrying on this extremely good work ; and I think he really deserves
our best congratulgtions on the results he has been able to show. On arriving here, I am also
~ plpased to note the great interest taken in the cause of education by your chief nobleman in this
part of the country, the Zemindar of Punganiir, and to find that here he not only assists most
liberally by giving a large grant to the school but also does more by the example which he sets
" by sending his own sons to take part in the education which is impartel} here (applause). . I must
say it has given me special satisfaction this afternoon, sitting in this chair as President of the
meeting, to have given prizes to two ef his sons (applause), and I congratulate them very much
on the position which they have occupied in this sciool. I am glad to notioe this, because I do
not think it ean be too sufficiently impressed upon all those in this part of the country what great
advantages good education brings with it; and I am sure the Zemindar fully appreciates the
advantages he oan get hers, and I trust that his good example will not be thrown away on those
who are lower in station than he himself and who occupy different positions in society. Every-
body is awarerof the enormous advantages which education gives in this country, and finds how
impossible it is to get on in any of the professions you may take up unless you receive sound
education. It is a matter of congratulation to note the nature of education imparted here ; and
it is especially gratifying to me on coming “here to find this good work going on and flourishin
a8 it appears to be under the present system and undsr the present management. I beg to the.nE
you, Sir, for the kind marner in which you have referred to me in the report, and I can oul
say that I shall have much satisfaction and pleasure in putting down my name on the booé'
which I have had the pleasure to distribute as prizes (loud applause).~—14¢th May 1892.

Address of the Inhabjtants of Palmanér Toun.

May 11 PLEASE YouR ExceLLENCY,—We, the inhabitants of Palmanér Town and neigh-
bouring places, beg to inform Your Excellency that we feel a great pleasure in welcoming Your
Excellency to these parts, as the representative of Her Majesty, our well-beloved Qyeen, the
Kmpress of India. Being loyal and grateful for the hundreds of benefits in various forms which
we have been enjeying during Her Majesty’s peaceful reign, we assure Your Exocellency that the
recent calamity in the household of Her Majesty which presses so heavily on Her Majesty’s
heart has rendered our hearts equally doleful, as if it were our own.

. To Your Excellency we owe our hearty thanks for honoring us with this visit; for we
feel confident from what we have heard and from what we have seen of Your Excellency’s beni
administration, that this vis¥ of Your Excellency will be productive of many good results to the
distressed millions. We are glad to inform Your Excellency ¢hat during the able administration
of our popular Collector W. J. H. LeFanu,, Esq., B.4. and Barrister-at-Law, we have lacked ®

. nothing that we could obtain from him. He has diffused love instead of dread among our ryot
_ population. He has been always ready to hear the complaints of his ryots and he has boen
equally prompt in lending help to the distressed. Yet there are many thin gs which it may not
Le in his power to grant, but which we should hiope to obtain at the hands of Your Excellenoy.
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The readiness with which Your Fxcellency has always
distressed has given us courage to explain our grievances an
all our prayers will not'pass unheeded.

We regret to say that we are entirely at the mercy of the capricious monsoons, and that all
the tanks in our taluk are purely rainfed. Therefore the anxiety which a little delay in the
rainfall causes to s ryot can be easily imagined. The distress which the deficiency of rain
during last monsoon has caused is manifold and great. The tanks have been dry and cattle,
which form the only property of a ryot in India, have been deprived of water and fodder. And
we regret to say that the rigid rules of the Forest Department have only tended, at least at
present season, to consummate these difficulties of our poor ryot population. A glance on either
side of the road over the tank bunds over which Your Excellency has now to pass will convince
Your Excellency of the truth of what has just been said.

To ofviate the difficulties arising- from the uncertainty of monsoons has been a problem for
Governmont and the public to solve; and attempts were once made to solve this problem in
1866 and %67 and again in 1883, during the presidency of Sir Mountstuart Grant uff, when
it was proposed to lead a canal from the Kowndinniya river throuilil the Punjani tank, after the
construction of its bund, in Pungantr zemindari, seven miles from this p}aoe, to §everal. tanks. On
the first occasion, that is in 1866 and 1867, a few thousgnd rupees W«_are.spent in finding out t}lO
level and course of the proposed canal, the vestiges of which still remain in the town of P!_ilmanér
to be seen even now. 1t was then found that it was feasible to lead a canal along the line then
surveyed by the Engineering Department, and the old Pymash Records also would show that the
water of the Punjani tank was onco Yrrigating the landg of some neighbouring villages of Pal-
manér taluk as now gayed for. But the works were then stopped, as we learn, in the interests
of the Zemindar of Punganfr, within whose zemindari ‘tract tho proposed canal commences.
On the second occasion when His Kxoellency Sir Mountstusrt Grant Duff honoured this place
with a visit in 1883, the same proposal was again moved. And His Excellenoy then replied
that orders wou}d be issued for the Ereparation of estimates for the construction ofy the proposed
canal ; and the’'then Collector of the “district, Mr. Stokes, reinvestigated into the matter and
reported to the Government that the canal would furnish 127 tanks with water, thoreby increas-

held out the helping hand to the
d has inspired us with a hope that

" ing the revenue of this taluk between 85 and 40 thousands of rupees for a ycar and that the

construction of a canal was very essential for the good of this taluk; but that the works could
be postponed to a convenient future, if, at that time, Government could not afford to spare funds
on account of the then existing war. Lands belonging to the zemindari in the vicinity of the
tank are in such a high level that the wator from, the tank cannot b utilized for the irrigation
of these lands. We respectfully beg to say that any objection on the part of the Zemindar on the
score of any loss can be met with by a compensation by way of deduction in his shkist, whioh
can be made good from the increase of the taluk revenue, We believe that this question of
compensation was already put before the Zomindar by Mr. Stokes, the then Collector, and that
the former might have given his consent. If this project were carried into effect, the people
ould have been relieved of anxiety on the score of tantalising monsoons ; many dry cultivation
ounds would be converted into wet cultivation grounds and many waste lands would be it for
cultivation and it would fetch far greator. amount of revonue to Government, and the people
would have been much happier. ut the evil star which was hovering over the population of
these parts has not allowed the pfoject, which was partially carried into effect, to be completed.

‘We therefore earnestly pray Your Excellency that this request of ours for the construction
of a canal be granted, and thus a boon be conferred on us. We respectfully beg to propose that
the canal may be named “ Lord Wenlock’s Canal.” We also earnestly pray that the rigidity
of the Forest Rules be relaxed a little so that the cattle which die for want of fodder may be
allowed to graze in forests, free of taxation, that the tax on the firewood be reduced, and that
timber be supplied gratis to ryots for their agricultural implements, &o,

to say that we are now enjoying one of those boons which extremely facilitate
the x:t;':n:r:fl:;%zunioaéon, namely, the tele]gl?;.p io line ; nnd we feel deeply thankful- to Your
Tixcellenoy for.this extension of lelegraphic line to this place. We also pray that the Railway
communication be extended to these parts which would increase the facilities of trade. 'We have
ot some hope that there are no obstacles for bringing railway through Palmanér, for it was
found feasible that a line can run from Chittoor to Kolar road cic Palmanér. We now pray
that this our proposal might be fulfilled, by the extension of rail through this place, hitherto a
secluded one. .

request to make to which we hope that Your Exocellenoy will deign to.’
lend VZ: :;:Zzti?ew e:a.‘;'(.)m’.[‘h;l Munsif’s Court was permanently stationed in this plao? till 1884.
On the representation of Chittoor people, this Court was removed from Pglmangr' to Chittoor, tc;
the great inconvenience of the people of these parts. On the representation anH lim rtltllmtlessq
the people of these parts at a subsequent date, sanction was eaccorded by His Excellency hu-
Mountstuart Grant Dufl, for the Court of Chittoor, to hold a sitting of 10 days every 2 mont :i
in Palmanér. Railway communication having mow been established between ; C?l?'ore m{)e
Chittoor, the people of Chittoor can experience no inconvenience in case the h(i)so‘:lr't to. ¢ l::stoogee
retransforred to Palmanér. We also learn that Kélahasti zemindari of t u; riol n
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transforred to the juriediction of Chingleput district. Hence a necessity arises for certain
changes in connection with the jurisdiction of Courts in this district. Unger these ciroumstances,

- Palmanér would be the central position for the jurisdiction of a Uourt in the organisation. We
therefore earnestly pray Your kxcellency that the Muusif’s Court may be permanently located
at Palmanér, as it was once, for a long time. '

We now beg respeotfully to represent that we have asked only for four things and hope that
they are not too extravagaut to meet with Your Excellency’s favorable consideration ; and we
ask them “ For every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth; and te him that
knocketh, it shall be opened ”” as the Scripture says.—Palinanér, 16th May 1892. .

.
.

His Excellency’s Reply.

GexTLEMEN,—I beg fo thank you .very much for the kind words of welcome tha#ou have
received me with on my visit to this, your town, in my tour in this part of the cagtry ; and
in the first place say to you how grateful I am as representing on the prosent oocasion IHer
Majesty the Queen-kimpress for the kind worls of condolenoe which you offered for her, on the
occasion of the deep loss sustained by Her Majesty and the whole Royal Kemily of Kngland in
the death of the Duke of Clarence'and Avondale. I am glad to find in this part of the country
there is no sign of immediate soarcity or distress, and it has not been found necessary to do
what we have done in other places—opening relief works for those who are not able to carry
* themselves through the present times and gain their livelipood during this partioular period of
scarcily and pressure. Your neighbourstat Punganir are not so well off as yourselves, and there
are at present some 1,200 persons employed on the Government relief works. I have had the
opportunity of inspecting them, and I am glad to be able to find that almost sll are in, gbod
condition ; and I have no reason to doubt that the works we have opened will enable thom to get
through the few wecks with ease and without difficulty until the south-west monsoon will
remove their anxiety in this part of the eountry. .

You allude to the exertions which your Collector, Mr. LeFanu, has always tuken in meet-

" ing all your reasonable requirements and your wishes. I am glad to hear from -you, you find

in him a sympathetio friend who is always ready as much as he oan not only fo relieve the
distress but to enable those who are willing to help themselves, to be able to work for their live-
lihood, by advice and assistgnce, and to do all that he possibly can to promote the welfare of this
partioular part of the distrf. You say there are certain Yoints where his unaided powers will
not enable him to give you all that you wish.* You take the opportunity of my being here and
press those particular points, hoping that I may be able to grant them to you. I find the first
one you mention is the question of the canal, which you say will fill 127 tanks, and which it
will be found possible to be put into execution, for the relief of your anxiety on the score of the
scanty supply of water, on account of the rain being short. ‘Lhere is no doubt whatever these
gorts of works are of enormous benefit when they can be executed, ;because you are no longer
dependent on the rainfall, which is precarious in this part of India. You naturally look fo
works of this kind to relieve you from anxiety in occasional times of.dlstress: At‘the samo time
I must point out that another good form which will obviate deficiencies of rainfall is found in the
" oonstruction and in the extension of the system of wells. I only hope it may be found possible in
this part of the country to do what we are doing in other parts, namely, wherever possible to make
the ryots take advantage of this system, and let them come forward and ask Government to assist
them with loans, which we find in other parts, are taken in great numbers by the people, thereby
securing themselves against future scarcity or distress. Now, as regards this particular canal,
1 have not been able to ascertain very clearly from the records in the Collector’s office what has been
the actual position of affairs. Assumin} that all that you have said is correct, there is no doubt
that whatever may have gone before, the canal has not been constructed I do not know myself
what the actual reasons are that prevented this work from being earried out, but I will take
immediate steps to ascertain the exact positiofPof affairs, If it is found feasible, on investigation,
and that the scheme is one which the Government might, with safety, carry out gt a reasonable
cost, I do nat think we shall be long before we acoomplish the work. You should understand that
the Governrnent cannot undertake it until we ascertain the actual position of affairs, You men-
tion the faot of the Telegraph which is extended to your place being found extremely useful.
1 believe myself such a work as this is of enormous advantage to the people amongst whom it goes;
and I hope it may be foand to be a permanent institution. You then ask about a Railway.
There is no doubt, as you say, Railways d¥e of great bepefit to the places where they go ; but as
- regards your line, I am afraid at the present moment.I cannot give you much encouragement,.
'I'he Government of India, as you are awsre, has been at great expenss, and laid out a very
large sum in extending railways over the worst parts of the Presidency’. The last one is that
which was actually opened between Villupuram and Guntakal, und that with the Bellary-Kistna
line has gone right through thé*worst parts of the Madras Presidency. I am sure that on the
present occasion it has done more than any other work, to alleviate scarcity, which exists at
present. There is no doubt whatever that the steadying of prices and the fact they have not
run up to any exaggerated extent, is entirely owing to the presence of railways here, because
though we find up till now no very large importations of grain have taken place on this railway,
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yet the very fact of their being here causes the prices to be steady,—and in fact they have begun
to fall appreciably since the beginning of the year. But the Government of India are working, as
you know, the East Coast Jine, which I hope will be some day finished, and which when finished
will run right through to Caleutta from Madras, with the purpose of obviating famine in Ganjam
and Orisea ; and that railway will place another portion of the Presidency, so far as human
ingenuity can do, out of reach of the dread consequences of famine. Having done so much, I do -
not know that it will be wise for you to ask them to make this particular line. You must know the
Madras Government has not in itself the power of constructing any line, as it has not the power of
the purse, but it is alwgys open to the Government of Madras to represent to the Government of
India that, in its opiniom, a certain line is desirable. I believe the line which you mention is
now in contemplation to be constructed by a Railway Company which will extend the line from
Kolar gold fields up to Nellore and so to Bezvdda. I 8o not know what tHe position of that
company is, whether that will be able to effect it or not. But if it is successful, I have no doubt
it will bring to you what you require. I am glad to find that if the company can find its way
to make this line, this particular part of the country will benefit very much by it. You mention
among other things that press hard upon you at the present time is the management of forests in-
this partioular part of the country. I have got & memorandum which I think I had better read
to you, as it will enable you, as it has enabled me, to know the exact position of affairs—

“(a) That the cattle, said to die for want of fodder, may be allowed tograze in forests
without fees. ,

“ (b) That the tax on firewood be reduced. |

“(¢) That timber may be supplied gratis to ryots for their agricultural implements. In
regard to grazing, the accompanying memorandum has been issued as a standing ciroular for the
guidance of the district officers. In this, provision has been made prescribing half the maximum
of the seigniorage rates as per margin, as-grazing fees for agricultural cattle—

Per annum

por head.
. RS, A, P,
Buffaloes, bulls, cows .. . o . e .o .o .. 0 4 0
Bullocks and calves .. .o - .., .. .. .. 0 2 0

“ Non-agricultural cattle will, inder these instructions, be allowed*to graze when the require-
ments of the aglr‘igultural cattle have been satisfied, and full fees have been proposed to be charged
in their case. These instructions have not been brought into force this year vwing to the unfavor-
able character of the season, and, as usual, only half the fees have been levied this year in
respect of all cattle last year when the distress was begun to be felt keen, i.e., about June, Avgust.
Free permits were, on the application of the divisional officers, issued to Tabsildars for distribution
to deserving ryots, and about 20 permits fell to the share of Palmanér. This year the season
has not yet taken such a turn as to necessitate the throwing open of the forests for free grazing.
Already there are symptoms of a favorable south-west monsoon which, it is hoped, will obviate the
necessity for adopting such a course. The next prayer of the memorialists is that the tax on
firewood be reduced. The fees chargable for firewood are as shown below :—

Green wood. Dead :vood.

. ‘C ¢ load : RS. 2 P. RS. A. P.
ar oa [ 3 L2 [N ] e L 2 ] ) l O 0 5 0
Bullockload ..° .. .. .. .. .. 0 40 01 0
Ass load .o .o - .. .o . 0 2 0 0 0 6
Head load .. .o .o .o .o .. 01 0 0 0 3

: .

“There were four coupes under felling up to the end of the last official year, one worked
departmentally at a distance of five miles to the south of Palmanér, and three let out to contrao-
tors under the cowpe system of felling, one of these latter being situated at a distance of about
four miles to the north-east of Palmanér. The-contractors in all the couprs were bound to sell
to ryots at rates not exceeding the seigniorage rates quoted above and to be responsible for right
felling of the wood. To take the coupes that have been worked nearer the Cusba and its adjacent ’
villages which the memorialists represent, there is the Musalimadugu reserve to the south of
Palmanér, where departmental felling is carried on and firewood sold at Re. 1 a cart load at the
coupe. It is, however, said that people do not resort to this owing to the distance (5 miles) and
difficulty in oarting the wood. The contractor of the Mehnoi coupe to the north of Palmanér
says that only the sugarcane-growing ryots have purchased wood from his coupe in permits at
rates ranging between 5 annas and Rs. 1-4-0 a cart load, that he has also opened an e xperimental
depét at Palman€r for the benefit of the local publio, but that there was o demand from the
people in general for domestio consumgtion as the contractor did not and could not make retail
sales in quantities less than a cart load. The contractor adds that with difficulty he has been
able to sell about 25 cart loads here at Palmanér at Rs. 1-14-0 or Rs. 2 a cart load, that for

urposes of cremation. The chief suppliers of fuel to the Palmanér public are the Koravers who
Ering firowood on asses exclusively from the Punganfir zemindari and Bangari Polliam forests
within four miles distance. The seigniorage rates charged in these forests are considerably less
and supervision over them must necessarily be so much so that these Koravers naturally prefer to
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take wood from the zemindari forosts. They sell at 3 annas an ams load (40 ses Joade being equal to

~a cart load) which gives Re. 1-14-0 & cart load. This is about the saume rate whish the contractor
of Mehnoi has been charging for a cart load at Palmanér, but the Koravers selling in small
quantities at the very door of the people and having their wood cut in small it for imme-
diate use command the fuel market of Palmanér. Under -these civdumstances 1t will be imosaible
for Government or its contractors to compete with these Koravers Jnless the foes ibed for -
- dead wood is invariably charged for all wood that may be sold as firewood, or the fobs proscribed
for green wood are reduced in ¢ase of such wood set apart as useful only for fuel. ‘I'his subject is
now engaging the attention in connection with the orders passed on the memorials of the Arni
people, and some satisfactory comclusion will be arrived at soon.” St C

You also sagghat timber may be given gratis to the ryots. In this respect I am afraid
I cannot hold ou? any hopes, in consdjuence of the difficulty of distinguishing between what is
required for agricultural purposes and what is not, It is found almost imposeible to make the
distinction of exception for which you ask. But what the Government cem do is to supply,
through its distriot, officers, this timber at as cheap a rate as poseible. In conuection *with this
matter I may point out that it is almost impossible in times of drought to throw open the
resorved forests to all cattle indiscriminately. The greatest object of Government is to carry
through better times the bullocks and the breeding cattle which the ryots should be anxious to
have. If you throw open the reserved forests to every one of the eattle to the worthless aud
should animals which are neyer useful to anybody, fuel and fodder will eutirely disappear in‘a
short time, and also the agricultural cattle and breeding animals will perish altogether. 0“5
only hope is that if we can devise some scheme by which we can carry through nooeasgt:g t]:n'
useful animals, so. that when better times come the ryots may be ena led t‘;E‘i onfo‘g d weilui
- ordinary operations. If you do not do this, I believe in a very short time no fue ork o rder !
be available. At the same timé it will be seen that the rates charged would not wor. . tj‘h l;]:lon
the people, the charge being extremely low—4 annas and 2 annas. I do not hllloww o el‘be iny-
body wgo wishes to keep his useful animals alive will complain of the low o .arg'est now oir Ig
lovied. 'While on this subject 1 may mention that 450 cattle from buddopaléz ‘dmtm.a y or:'e;rves
the owners were willing to-pay ful, rutes, were turned away for Palman r‘grﬁx&s o
in order to leave those reserves open and agailable for cattle owned by Palmanér _people. .

. ) that
The next point that ye take up is the question of the Munsif’s Court. 48 regards that,
we must undergtoand these (iourts sre fixed %vhere there is f?entre of prho:o::wm&:
means of communication appear to be best. 'What we have to logk to in ;‘tion o Palmunce
test happiness for the greatest number. All I can ascertain is the iOpu a Thare is 1o
cannot be looked upon as such a centre as you would wish it to be looked upon. e ot
doubt that the Munsif’s Court near a railway affords much more facilities than ﬁn he far-of
laces. ButT find you have certain privileges accorded in the matter of the }mslt hs pourt
ing held here for 10 days in 2 months; I do not know whether you wish to m:il‘tlon u?d e
.'is not sufficient for §>ur purpose. Is that so? (Those assembled ¥upll Mto'{"”
" to have 20 dsys.) You know the question of the Munsif's Court will have to | mhbn }p
when the transference of Kélahasti to Chingleput district may come up 'h?doonmand . [
that case the subject of the reorganisation of the Munsif’s Court may be considered, o t%:n
say is, in that event, I hope your request may be found feasible. I cannot say more n'd &
on the present occasion. X: matters stand at present, I have to look at it from various consider-
ations, and I cannot promise in this respect your prayer can be met with in full. In reference
to these points you end with a quotation which, however appropriate #may be as regards epiritual
matters, can hardly be looked upon as fit for the case as regards temporal matters. I am glad
to have had the opportunity of hearing all that you have had to say. I hope I have given you
to understand that @il your various requests and Fraygrs have been most carefully oonsidered,
and as far as the Government can act consistently with the requirements of the surroundin
population, .it will do its best to meet with your wishes and your requests. I beg to thank you
very much for the address you have presented mg.
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