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“ or interfére with the natural course of transit trade. . . . . Ttistolittle Mu

« purpos-: that the Imperial Government reduces or abolishes Customs duties in

“ the kiterests of trade, if municipalities are permitted tolevy duties on articles

“ of commerce passing through their limits.” _

_ . .The most direct means of effecting the desired object is the establishment of
- bonded warehouses, and the grant of refunds on re-exports, but this system is

very generally reported to have proved ineffectual, the merchants usually not

taking the trouble to claim the refunds.

It appears by the reports received from the Punjab and the North-West
Provinces that a system has latterly prevailed in the municipalities in that part
of the country of taxing at a reduced rate the whole of such imports into a town
as are subject to octroi duties, leaving the incidence of the tax to adjust itself by

a natural commercial process. The tax is reduced in the same proportion to a

full rate as the local consumption bears to the import. This method can only
be adopted when the local retail trade and the wholesale export trade are in the
same hands, and it is not sanctioned unless the municipal committee believe that
such is the case. There can then, it is urged, be no injury to trade, for the
octroi must either be passed on to the consumer, or be borne by the trader him-
self as a deduction from the profits of trade. Assuming tlie former to be the case,
so far as it falls as a transit duty, it cannot be passed on to the customer in the
town where it is ultimately consumed, for the market rate there is dependent on
_competition from other quarters. 1t must, therefore, be borne by the con-
sumer in the municipality ; that is, the merchant must recover the whole octroi
rate he has paid out of the local retail prices ; or, if he cannot do this, he must
bear it as a deduction from his profits, and as his share in local taxation. If that
share appears to him excessive, he will complain, or reduce his operations, and
thus its effect upon the local trade is the true test by which the system of rate-
able reduced duties must be tried. And as to this, there is, in the opinion of
the North-West Provinces Administration, every reason to be satisfied with the
judgment of the merchants themselves, upon whom, either ag members of the
committee, or through their representatives in the committee, devolves the
primary responsibility of the tax and its rate of incidence, and who are altogether
in favour of it.

While this practice has been instituted by the Local Governments with the
express object of guarding against the danger above referred to, it is, nevertheless,
opposed to the principles laid down by the Government of India; and the
Secretary of State has pointed out to that Government that, if it be thought
desirable to continue it, the greatest scrutiny and vigilance will be required to
prevent its practically defeating the purpose which it is designed to accomplish.

Another plan adopted during the year in the Punjab, and previously in
general use throughout the Central Provinces, is collection under direct manage-
ment. It was ordered by the Punjab that-in any town where the incidence of
taxation exceeds 1 s. per head per andum, the duty should be collected directly
instead of being leased to contractors. The result has been, as was anticipated, a
financial success, while the measure has also conduced to secure more accurate
statistics, and to prevent improper taxation of through trade, chiefly by ensuring
refunds. The Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces believes that the
probable effect of this system will be such that ¢ it cannot be long before muni-
“ cipal taxation comes to rest on a thoroughly sound foundation.”

' In the Madras Presidency yet another expedient has been resorted to, namely,
the division of the proceeds of the munieipal tolls between the municipalities and
_ the Local Fund boards, on the ground that the through traffic is indebted to the
boards for the maintenance of the roads. The proportions in which the pro-
ceeds should be shared would depend on local circumstances.

The Chairman of the Municipal Corporation of Calcutta reports that during
1874 there was complete harmony in the relations between himself and the
justices. Of the latter there were altogether upwards of 100, of whom about
25 took an active part in the administration of the affairs of the city.

The ordinary income of the Calcutta Municipality during 1874 was
266,839 ., and that of 184 townships in the interior of Bengal aggregated
181,000/ Both figures were an improvement on the previous year. The muni-
cipal system has now been extended to all the principal places in the province.

~The'local objects for which taxation is raised are becoming more
ciate% by the educated classes. The attention of the a
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foxserpatiries. drawn in the Native newspapers to the need of this or that municipal cr sanitary

work. Complaints of the pressure of taxation are very rare. The Native
members of the imunicipal committees are generally appointed by selection, the
elective principle having been introduced but to a small extent; they usually
perform their duty with a fair degree of public spirit. The exercise of muni-
cipal functions is stated to be undoubtedly raising the character of the upper
and middle classes of the people.

The consolidation and amendment of the law relating to the Calcutta Muni-
cipality belongs to a later period than the year under report. The main object
of the measure is, in concession to demands made by many classes of the
ratepayers, to introduce a representative system, whereby, instead of the present
justices, a body of municipal commissioners would be established, the majority
of whom would be elected by the ratepayers and the remainder would be
appointed by Government. .

A reorganization of the provincial municipalities is likewise in progress. The
Bengal Municipalities Bill of 1872 was vetoed by the Viceroy, mainly on the
grounds that it would comprehend many classes of people not prepared for it,
and would lead to a sensible increase of local taxation. But Lord Northbrook
observed, at the time, that the Bill contained many useful amendments of the
existing law, and that it was not his desire to interpose an obstacle to improve-
ments, provided they were not accompanied by any material increase of taxation,
or by such extensive changes as those embodied in the Bill. Legislation has
now been taken up once more with a view to consolidate and amend the several
municipal laws, avoiding any provision which would be open to the above
objection.

~ The Madras Municipality having requested the sanction of the Gove‘rnn.'nent for
the appointment of Commis<ioners by election, the Government authorised the
holding of elections on the occurrence of vacancies until half of the entire
number should be elected by tHe ratepayers. The right of election of nopz
official members was, as a tentative measure, also conceded to ten other towns in
the Presidency. L )
The aggregate revenue of all Madras municipalities was 106,438 [, in addition
.to an opening balance of 17,465 /.

The municipal finance of Bombay was unfavourably affected by the fall in the
valuation of rateable property, which had been steadily proceeding since 1867,
and continued in 1874. This circumstance, however, is not considered to furnish
cause for dissatisfaction. Property in 1867 had acquired an exchangeable value
far in advance of anything warranted by its value in use or by the purchasing
power of its possessors, and that that valuation should now have descended to the
legitimate worth of the commodity is not unnatural. The assessment is still con-
siderably in excess of what it was in 1864, and it is considered probable that a
natural level bas now been reached. As the city recovers from the prostration
of mercantile activity that followed losses occasioned by abnormal excitement,
the replacement of capital will, it is hoped, lead to greater elasticity in the cor-
porate income.

The diminution of income in 1874 would have been still more serious but
for certain windfalls. As it was, it amounted to 298,132 /,, against 332,411 /. in
1873. The town duties amounted to nearly 60,000/ ; and as refunds reached
over 16 per cent. of the collections, as compared with 124 in 1873, and 2 per
cent. in 1870, it is inferred that they are now allowed to the full extent
germitted by law, and that the dues are divested of the character of transit

uties.

During the year the new Municipal Act (VI. of 1873) was extended to all
parts of the Presidency, except the capital and Sind. The aggregate receipts of
the 168 “ mofussil” municipalities, including an opening balance of 104,354 L.
were 317,863 1., of which octroi constituted 125,792 /. The incidence of taxation
averaged 15 a. 11 p. per head.

In the Punjab the municipal system was extended to 63 towns, making a total
of 191. The aggregate income was 213,525 L.; octroi formed the sole source
of income in 52 towns.

In five large municipalities in which there is a considerable English population
the WS‘ are. appointed wholly or in part by election; in others they are

Pamoigst the leading men of the principal classes of inhabitants.

PO
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That the system of election has not been further extended has not been owing
to unwillngness on the part of Government to concede the privilege; on the
contrary, the Lieutenant Governor has frequently expressed his readiness to

rafit an elective system to any municipality in which there is a bond fide desire

for its introduction, and a reasonable prospect of the privilege of the franchise

being honestly and intelligently exercised ; but, in truth, save in localities where
the inhabitants have been indoctrinated with the ideas of Europe, the system of
election by a majority of votes is opposed to the wishes of the people, who prefer
that the selection of their spokesman should be left to disinterested authority
rather than to the capricious or corrupt action of numerical majorities.

Mux~icipavritizs,
S 2

There were 81 municipal towns in the North-West Provinces, and their united North-West Pro-
revenue was 197,220 I. The proportion of octroi to the total income was 89-28 V:nees.

per cent. In many instances, where the system of refunds did not suffice
thoroughly to protect the transit trade, the octroi was abolished or modified.

The municipalities of Ajmere and Beawur are reported to have shown much
energy and activity, and the careful discharge of their duties by the non-
official members is stated to have been very creditable to their public
spirit. . '

pIn both those towns every facility has been given for bonding goods in transit,
but hitherto without any success, as the traders prefer paying the small tax,
which permits them to take their goods to their own shops, to leaving them in a
common warehouse. It 1is, however, firmly believed by the Commissioner
that, so long as the rates remain low, there is no fear of trade being injuriously
affected.

In 42 ouvt of 56 municipalities in the Central Provinces octroi was the principal,
if not the only, source of income. The total receipts from all sources amounted
to 82,129 I.; those from octroi reached 49,733 ,, being an increase of 4 per cent.

~un the previous year. .

Under an Act passed at the close of the preceding year, the first municipali-
ties (in the proper sense of the term) in RBritish Burma were established in the
seven most important towns, the committees being selected among the official
and non-official residents in different proportions in the different towns, and
a president being appointed by the Local Administration. Sufficient time had
not passed to show any decided results, but the committees generally are reported
to have taken considerable interest in their new duties. The octroi tax has been
nowhere imposed ; the principal source of income is a land assessment rate, the
entire proceeds of which at the close of the year were, as a tentative measure,
made over to the committees for expenditure on the improvement of the several
towns.

The receipts of the newly-constituted municipalities amounted to 79,461 I.;
those of all municipal and town funds in the province aggregated 101,898 /.,
against 65,513 /. in the previous year.

There were altogether 22 Acts passed in 1874-5 by the Legislative Council of
the Government of India, some of which were of considerable importance.

Two enactments were passed to provide for the exercise in Assam and Sylhet
b%r ]';he Clllief Commissioner of the powers heretofore exercised by the Government
of Bengal.

Two measures related to salt. The Government having resolved to abolish
th.e southern section of the Inland Customs line, it became necessary to make a
slight increase in the salt duty in the Ganjam district, to lower the duty in
Orissa, and to provide for a different mode of levying a lower rate of duty in the
Central Provinces. The other Act has for its object the equalisation of the salt
revenue throughout the Madras Presidency. An Act was also passed to conso-
lidate and simplify the law relating to Inland Customs duties generally.

One Act has for its object certain amendments in the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure. And another is designed to regulate the procedure of the High Courts
in the exercise of their original criminal jurisdiction by the same law as that
which applies to the other criminal courts of India.

In cases where a ship has been lost or abandoned, the Local Government,

~ under the law heretofore in force, has appointed two persons to make a formal
investigation, one of whom must be a magistrate, and the other a person con-.

versagt with maritime affairs. The principal object of the Indian Merchant
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Shipping Act of 1875 is to strengthen these tribunals
member conversant with mercantile affairs. ‘
facilities for thé attendance of witnesses
previous law. ’

The rules for the regulation of the Burma fisherics have been emhodied in a
legislative enactment. By the custom of the country the exclusive right of
fishing in British Burma belongs to the Government. It is not, hosvever,
intended to nsist on the right of the Government to anything approaching its
full extent. ) lhg right of angling with a rod and line is conferred on the public
in all fisheries, €xcept when for some special reason its exercise. may be sus-

by the addtion of a
Other objects are to provie greater
and to clear up some ambiguity'n the

- pended. Powers are, moreover, taken by the Act to declare fisheries open to

the public, and to grant rights of fishing free of all charge ; and an cxamination
of the fisheries has been set on foot with the view of determining what waters
should be so released from the claims of the State, the intention being to set
apart as free in every case sufficient waters for the use of such of the villagers
as choose to fish to supply their own wants. °
Acts were also passed during the year relating to the disposal of Furopean

vagrants,’the local extent of certain Acts and Regulations rulati
ports and port.dues, : | gulations, and the regulation of

Of four Acts of the Ben
portance to be mentioned
markets in Calcutta, which

and to borrow money
markets in that city.

gal Legislative Council only one is of sufficient im-
here, namely, the Act for the better regulation of
ich gives further power to the justices to acquire land
for the establishment and maintenance of municipal

No Acts were passed in Madras, and three i »
. ulras, ee in Bombay. Among the latter
was one for the regulation of jails and the enforcement of zliscipliue t 1cre?n.
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1.
JUSTICE AND POLICE.

'ArTtER allowing for improved reporting, and for a change in the classification of Sratx or Caixe.

certain offences by the amended Code of Criminal Procedure, there was still shown Bengal.

a decided increase of crime in Bengal. 'This unsatisfactory feature is ascribed by’
Sir R. Temple to insufficiency of supervision over bad characters, the low
degree of efficiency in the village police, and the chances of escape which our
judicial system affords to the guilty, while all these causes combined induce
unwillingness on the part of the people to search out offenders and bring them
to punishment. ‘ '
There was a decrease in serious offences against the person only, but those
of a serious character against person -and property rose from 1,202 to 2,010.
Dacoity is still carried on; the attention of the police has been called to the
discreditable fact that some of the old gang leaders remain at large.

Much attention has been recently given in Madras te improved detec-
tion and repression of crime. During 1874 more precise rules were intro-
duced for the registration of known depredators and suspected persons, and, as
a consequence, the number of the former class included in the returns was
reduced from 47,762 in 1873 to 21,245 in 1874, aud that of the latter from
12,337 to 8,074. There was a slight increase in the number of dacoities, which
was due to an unexpected outbreak of this crime in the districts of Tanjore,
Madura, and Trichinopoly. The detective success of the police in dealing with
dacoity xas more marked than in any previous year.

‘Ihece was a great number of re-convictions, which, it was apprehended, was

.indieative of the growth of a distinct criminal population in the Presidency.

In Bombay there was a general decrease of crime in 1874, which was no
doubt partly due to increased police efficiency, but was mainly ascribed to the
effect of plentiful harvests. Accordingly the decrease was chiefly in offences
against property, and in minor offences against the person ; in fact, there was a
decided increase in the more serious offences under the latter head. In the
Konkan, where drunkenness is not uncommon, Rutnagherry shows a decrease,
but Canara, Tanna, and Colaba, an increase of crime. It is said that the
inhabitants of 60 villages in the Alibagh taluka have taken the pledge to abstain
from liquor. .

In Sind, the statistics were not so satisfactory, but the apparent increase is pro-
bably due to the criminal classes being brought under stricter control. Several
offenices in former years did not come to light through being compounded.
Sanitary regulations also have been more stringently enforced.

There was an unsatisfactory increase in the proportion of re-convictions and
of habitual criminals. The Government has called attention to the necessity
of making the imprisonment of such persons sufliciently arduous and irksome.

The year was marked by the presence in the Poona and Tanna districts of
armed robber gangs ; in the former district 16, and in the latter 31 dacoities
occurred. Dodies of men entered villages with the utmost effrontery,and, owing to
the terror they inspired, there was the greatest difficulty in obtaining information
against them. An armed police force of 175 men was detailed to operate against
these dacoits, and rewards ranging from 100/. downwards were announced for the
capture of their leaders. A great deal of hard work and exposure was under-
gone by the parties in pursuit, the ghits being an inclement country during a
monsoon ; but the gang was only once surprised and then unsuccessfully. But
though the leaders escaped, eight of the robbers were captured and sentenced
to penal servitude for life, and a check was given to the restlessness excited.

The Punjab statistics show a steady decrease of serious crime; and there
was also a diminution of minor offences against property. To this satisfactory
result many causes have contributed, but no small share is due to the improved
working of the police. The per-centage of convictions to cases reported rose
to 43, from 38 in 1872, and 40 in 1873. Minor “ bailable ” offences increased,
but this was simply the result of multiplied local laws, and increased attention
paid to their enforcement.
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In the criminal courts there was a marked increase in the severity of punish-
ments. The number of re-convictions diminished from 2,306 in 1873 to 1,761
in 1874.

The returns of crime for the North-West Provinces showed a large increase
both in petty and serious offences. Dacoities rose from 99 to 120. There was
also a large increase in the jail population ; this had continuously risen for three
years, but in 1874-75, a year of comparative prosperity, th.e numbers went up
to an unprecedented extent. The crime’statistics are alw?,ys influenced by prices,
which were high in the year under review notwithstanding that the crops were
good. 'The Lieutenant Governor thinks, however, that the'apparent increase
is due in great measure to improvement in reporting. A circumstance which
partly explains the large number of prisoners is the exercise by magistrates .of
the power conferred on them by a recent Act to imprison or commit for trial
persons of dangerous character who cannot give security. With the in-
crease of cases, there was a satisfactory increase in the proportion of
convictions.

There was a large decrease in the number of criminal offences in Oude. The
falling off was general ‘throughout the province, and was not confined to any
special class of crime ; but it was most marked in cases of housebreaking or
trespass for the purpose of theft. Cases of culpable homicide fell from 79 to
59; on the other hand, dacoities rose from 32 t(z 41.

In the Garo Hills district there was very little crime, and the cases that
occurred were not of a serious nature. The administration of justice is carried
on in the simplest form, and with very satisfactory results. The Deputy Com-
missioner was enabled, during the year, to bring to a satisfactory and peaceable
conclusion many blood feuds of long standing. &\

There was a material increase in almost all classes of crime in Ajmere, c})lrpled‘
with a falling off in detection, and also in the success of prosecutions. Thefts
and burglaries are, and always have been, the normal crime of the district.

There appears to be a steady annual increase of crime, pointing apparently to
inefficiency of police action. .

The statistics for the Central Provinces show a great improvement on the
preceding year in the amount of crime; the only unfavourable point of com-
parison is that some crimes of a more serious nature were committed. These
good results are due mainly to the cheapness of food consequent on pros-
perous harvests, but also to the successful action of the police in proving
former convictions, and in using their legal powers to prosecute bad
characters. _

The Chief Commissioner has impressed upon magistrates the ineffectiveness,
if not harm, of the inadequate punishments frequently awarded. Too short
terms of imprisonment, he observes, serve neither to reform the criminal nor to
deter him from the commission of fresh offences.

In Berar there was a satisfactory decrease in serious crime, as in fact had

been the case during the past few years, special surveillance being exercised
over criminal tribes.

In the British Burma Report for 1873 a satisfactory decrease of violent crime
since 1870 was shown. In 1874, murder increased from 60 to 72 cases. Dacoity
continued to decline, not only in the number of cases, but in the character of
the crime; since the close of the official year, however, the daring operations
of the Pyagalay gang, the suppression of which cost the life of the officiating
Inspector General of Police, pointed to the need of special police vigilance at a
time when excitement is fostered by political events.

There appears to be a tendency on the part of magistrates and judges to
undue leniency in awarding punishments for crimes of violence. .

There was a large rise in the number of offences cognizable by the police,
and an unsatisfactory decrease in the proportion of convictions obtained, though,
with regard to the latter point, the proportion is said to compare favourably
with that in other provinces. The classes of crime in which the increase
occurred were miner offences against the person and against property. There
is stated not to be in British Burma that connection which is observed in other
provinces between the prevalence of theft and dearness of food. The year
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under review was one of remarkable prosperity. The increase in cases of theft
is explained on the theory that those who formerly indulged in the more violent
crimes have become more timid, and content themselves with minor breaches of
the law. There were also special temptations during the year in the transit
through the country of large sums of money in connection with operations in
addy. :
P The per-centage of re-convicted prisoners increased from 17 to 18:57. This
is mainly attributed to a system of classification which has been adopted by the
jail department, and does not altogether, if at all, point to an increase in the
number of habitual offenders.

An interesting report has been drawn up by Mr. H. R. Cooke, of the Bombay
Civil Service, on the repression of female infanticide in the Bombay Presidency.
He introduces his report with the following remarks on the origin of the
crime :—

“Its origin is obscure. Infant sacrifice isnot required by the Shastras, nor
“ tolerated by Hinduism. The murder of a female infant is indeed declared to be
“ a sin above all sins ; 2 man may be freed from the guilt of l_{illing a Brahman,
“ but nothing can remove the taint of infanticide ; and yet, contrary to the voice
“ of religion, contrary indeed to the voice of nature, it s to be feared thousands
“ of this Presidency have not only been guilty of the crime, but have habitually
“and systematically practised it, until it became a custom which they openly
‘“ avowed ; a custom so deeply-rooted that, after years of perseverance and patient
“ endeavour, it is yet doubtful whether the last trace of it has been eradicated.
“ Yet, though the origin be obscure, the reasons which perpetuated the crime
‘ are very clear, and divide themselves into: (1) such as render the marriage
“of a girl a source of great difficulty and expense; (2) such as render
“ her nop-marriage a calamity ; and (3) such as tend to a lack of parental
“ affecidon,”

._ s 1821 Government authorised the throwing of all fines lgvied on Kattywar

Chiefs, for other offences as well as for infanticide, after indemnifying the sufferers
by each, into a fund to be distributed in portions to female children preserved.
In 1825 the Gaekwar readily agreed to give up his share of the fines to the
same purpose, and thus originated what has since been known under the name
of the Infanticide Fund. It has been used to encourage and protect informers,
to reward the preservation of female offspring, and to assist the indigent to
marry their girls, :

Thus matters remained until 1834, the success attained being very partial
and delusive, In this year, however, Mr. J. P. Willoughby awakened fresh
interest in the undertaking. He began by obtaining returns of the Jadeja popu-
lation from the Chiefs, and suggested (1) the taking of a more accurate census
in the following year ; (2) that the Chiefs be required to send half-yearly regis-
ters of births, betrothals, marriages, and deaths, each of his own clan;
(8) that the annual report be made with greater regularity; (4) that a fresh
proclamation be issued to all the Chiefs to remind them of their engagements
and warn them of the alertness of Government; and (5) that a circular be
sent to all the other Rajpoot tribes of Kattywar, asking them to refuse to give
their daughters in marriage to Jadejas except under a stipulation that the female
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issue of the marriage be preserved. These measures were approved by Govern-

ment, and forthwith adopted.

The diffusion of education was also looked to as a potent counteracting

ency. :
T hg result of the repressive measures adopted in Kattywar has been that the
practice has ceased as a custom ; the last conviction having taken place so long
ago as 1854, and no cases of suspicion even having been recently reported.
The proportion between the sexes in 1872 was 10,461 males to 9,513 females.

In Kutch the measures adopted were substantially the same as those resorted
to in Kattywar. ‘ _

A census was at first objected to by the Chiefs, but in 1840, at the Rao’s
request, they executed a deed, binding themselves (1) to render annually a
correct census ; (2) to report all premature and still births; (3) to give early
information of all cases of crime, and.in default to submit to a penalty ; and
(4) to allow all fines inflicted to constitute a fund in aid of the marriages of
indigent Jadejas.

The geports from this State are b}i3 no means 50 favourable as those from

406.



IxFaNTICIDE.

North-West Pro-

vinces.

Oude.

MAGISTRATES.
Bengal.

Madwac

10 STATEMENT EXHIBITING THE MORAL AND MATERIAL

Kattywar. The number of Jadeja females compared with that of males was
in 1873 as 4,272 to 8,371, a proportion far below what it should have
been, though in 1840 the proportion was only 335 females to 4,912 males.
The Resident, however, expresses his opinion that death now only results frpm
neglect after birth; and he suggests that a fresh proclamation be issued, drawing
the serious attention of the tribe to the unfavourable results shown in the returns,
and that increased vigilance be displayed, and an example made of one or two
suspected villages. ) o

It should be mentioned that the operations for the repression of the crime n
Kutch are conducted wholly by the Durbar, whereas elsewhere they ure under
the direct control of the Political Agents. The Rao has expressed his deter-
mination to continue unrelaxed his efforts to eradicate the practice within his
territory. 3

The results accomplished in Pahlunpore and Mahee Kanta are on the whole
satisfactory. The returns from the latter show the number of females belonging
to the infanticide tribe to be steadily on the increase. .

But Mr. Cooke points out that in all the above territories the success attained
cannot be regarded as permanently secure so long as it continues to be con-
sidered a disgrace to own a maiden daughter of mature years. The only solu-
tion of the difficulty appears to be to per§uade the Rajpoot chl‘efs to enter into
an engagement that they willnot give their daughters to any tribe who will not
give them their daughters in return. . )

The repression of infanticide among the Kunbis of Gujerat I}as l?een a much
more easy task, and they have, by certain customs recently instituted among
themselves, removed from themselves every inducement to a return to former
evil practices.

The measures for the suppression of infanticide in the North-.\Vest Provipces
progressed satisfactorily during 1874-5. The proportion of girls to the tvtal

number of infahts rose from 289 per cent. at the beginning of that year to 30°9 -

at its close. The great prevalence of the crime is defnonstrated. in the Adminis-
tration Report by various tests, of which thg most important is the following.
It is deduced from a comparison with English rates, after making allowance
for the different birth-rates in the two countries, that the per-centage on the
total infantile mortality ought to be, for boys 24'65,and for girls 20°41; whereas
the rates in the proclaimed districts actually are, for boys 22:57, and for girls
29-38. It is thus clear that many girls are murdered, and that of those who
survive their birth, many die through violence or neglect. It has been established
that the crime has no existence in the Goruckpore district.

The statistics show that infanticide is not at all generally practised in
Oude.

The rule of the Code of Criminal Procedure by which a magistrate may, in
petty criminal cases, hold a summary trial, and pass a sentence of short im-
prisonment or fine, from which sentence there can be no appeal, was at first
regarded with disfavour and apprehension by the upper classes in Bengal. This
dissatisfaction is stated, however, to be decreasing, as the rule is seen to be
.worked in a considerate manner, without undue haste, and without any dispo-
sition to deal harshly with respectahle persons. On the other hand, the rule
affords to the poor complainant a better chance than formerly of obtaining
redress, tends to check personal oppression, and conduces to the enforcement of
social order. The Government have from the first arranged that trials under
this rule should be held by honorary magistrates sitting together with the
ordinary magistrates, such a course being likely to win the public confidence.
The benches thus formed have disposed of a considerable number of these cases,
apparently in a satisfactory manner; .

The rapid disposal of cases has promoted the public convenience, and the
relief afforded to judicial officers has been considerable.

The policy of associating honorary magistrates in the administration of

criminal justice has been fully recognised and acted upon in Bengal, where more.

than 6,000 cases were deeided by them during the year under report.

The powers of the magistracy in Madras were extended in several ways. The
power of summary trials was conceded to magistrates in certain positions, and in
36 towns the experiment was made of appointing benches of honorary magistrates,

PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF INDIA, 1874-5. T

with a salaried magistrate as president, who should' be nominated by the magis-
trate of the district. :

In the North-West Provinces the same system of appointing honorary magis-
trates for the disposal of petty criminal work was inaugurated during the year,
and there was every reason to anticipate its success.

~ There were 124 stipendiary and 80 honorary magistrates in the Central
Provinces ; 33°9 per cent. of the work was performed by the latter. The Chief
Commissioner, while fully appreciating their services, particularly in the deter-
mination of petty disputes, cases of assault, defamation, and similar matters,
hesitates to multiply the number of honorary magistrates without sufficient
guarantees that the persons selected for the office shall be in every respect
qualified.

Except in the matter above referred to of inadequate sentences, the magisterial
work in the Central Provinces is stated to be well performed. Cases are

promptly disposed of,'the procedure is correct, and appeals are comparatively
few.

The Lieutenant Governor of Bengal having made special inquiries as to the
estimation in which the police are held by the Native public, the result was not
so favourable as might have been hoped ; in some quarters they are more com-
plained of than any other institution in the country. At the same time most of
the thoughtful and well-informed Natives regard the organisation introduced in
1862 as a step in the right direction, and would regret any retrogression from
its: principles. The most conspicuous need at present is the raising of the status
of the lower grades of the Native officers.

The nuwber punished in the Bengal police was somewhat less than in the
previ..is year; but the large number of men dismissed shows that the discipline

of »de force was far from satisfactory. Complaintsof torture and oppression

were however infrequent.

The conduct of the Bombay police continues to improve. In Bombay city,
the dismissals numbered 37, and the resignations 3, as compared with 55 of the
former and 9 of the latter in 1873 ; and these favourable returns are borne out
by the testimony of both the late and the present chief magistrate, to the
efficiency and good behaviour of the force.

The per-centage (throughout the Presidency) of convictions to persons brought
to trial was 74, of convictions to persons arrested 62, and of stolen property
recovered 64. The per-centages were especially good in the Kaira district, viz.,
95, 63, and 69, respectively. The police are not usually so successful in tracing
up gang and other robberies as in other serious crime ; special measures appear

~ to be required to check the depredations of wandering and criminal tribes

in the southern districts, and an inquiry into the whole subject has been
directed.

Excluding the Bombay town police, about 28 per cent. of the force could read
and write, or 560 more men than in the previous year.

The conduct and working of the police in the Punjab were satisfactory. The
per-centage both of dismissals and of resignations was decidedly lower than in
the preceding year. A measure was carried out which, it is hoped, will tend to
still further improve the efficiency of the police. They had been formerly divided
into separate bodies, the members of which were not interchangeable, owing
to differences in rates of pay. These various sections have now been merged in
the general force as regards pay and promotion.

In the police force of the Central Provinces, 90 per cent. of the officers, and
31 per cent. of the men, were able to read and write. There were no cases of
very serious crime, but the number of both officers and men departmentally
punished was considerable. Absence without leave was a frequent offence in
some districts. '

The general conduct of the police towards the people is commended, and the
confidence of the people in them has increased.

In Berar also the conduct of the police is reported to have been generally
satisfactory, a decidedly fewer.number having been punished or dismissed.

Among the police of British Burma, whose aggregate force was 6,552,
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655 men were discharged for misconduct, and 1,124 resigned. Special diffi-
culties arise from the national temperament of the Burman police ; they have
impulsive energy, but are deficient in perseverance and patience. The number
of men promoted for specially meritorious service was 122, as compared with 41
in 1873. The frequent changes in the force prevent much being done in the
way of education.

Continued attention has been given in Bengal to the object of making prisons
not only deterrent but a means of reforming the criminal. Itis sought to
raise the low character of the convicts by judicious rewards for good beha-
viour; to carry out instruction in reading and writing, and to enforce the
classification of prisoners, both in the workshops and in the sleeping wards.
Numerous substantial improvements and important reforms were effected, and
discipline is reported to have been greatly improved.

The mortality in the Bengal prisons is very unsatisfactory, especialy con-
sidering the efforts that have been made of late years to improve their sanitation.
The general death-rate in 1874 was 5°59, but, high as is this figure, the real
extent of the evil-is oply seen by looking at particular jails. In one, for in-
stance, the rate was 27°02 per cent.; in another, 17°68; and in another, 12-86.
No satisfactory explanations of this state of things have been afforded by the
medical officers, but the Local Government is apparently alive to the importance
of searching inquiry belng made into the causes.

In the prisons of Madras the system of ““ marks,” for earning by good conduct
and industry the remission of a portion of the sentence, was found to answer
well.

Of 14,554 convicts admitted in 1874, only 1,106 were well educated. Of the
whole number in jail during the year (23,665), 1,254 were taught %@ud and
write fairly, and 2,598 to do so a little. ~

The health of the prisoners in general was good, the death-rate having be}oh‘\

268 per cent. on the daily average strength. In some Jjails, however, the mor-
tality was unusually high.

The jail accommodation in the Bombay Presidency appears to be far more
deficient than in the rest of India. In buildings constructed for 6,845 prisoners
a?;hough even that allowance is apparently inadequate, there was a daily averagé
of 8,068.

The Bombay Government advocate thé use of the reward and mark systems
leading to remissions, which afford a valuable means of strengthening the hands
of the prison officers, and raising the status of the prison inmates, and not the
least as distinguishing the hardened from the first offender.

Much care appears to be taken with regard to juvenile offenders. The

working of the Poona Juvenile Prison was very satisfactory; the health and -

conduct of the boys there was good. Their education is both scholastic and
mechanical, and, on their leaving the prison, means are taken to ascertain their
future career, without, however, permitting any police surveillance. Here the
year passed without any re-convictions, but among juveniles generally in the
district and central jails ghe proportion to the total imprisoned was as high as
10 per cent.

The importance of segregation of juvenile prisoners has been pressed upon
the jail superintendents.

Satisfactory progress was made during the year in the construction and
alterations of jail buildings in the Punjab, but still much remains to be done
before the jail accommodation of the province can be considered as sufficient.
Of 19,518 prisoners admitted during the year, 19,000 were quite illiterate
(including all the females), 362 could read and write a little,and 156 could read
and write well. During their confinement 1,180 males and 13 females are
reported to have learnt to read and write well, and 7,618 males and 120 females
to have made slight progress.

The death-rate in the Punjab jails fell from 487 to 325 per cent.
Although this rate is high, the Lieutenant Governor does not think it can be
said that the state of the prisons in the Punjab is generally insanitary, for a
considerable proportion of prisoners are shown to have benefited in health.
'The mischief chiefly arises from outbreaks of infectious disease in a few jails,
and no efforts are spared to guard against the occurrence of such outbreaks.
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Arrangements are being made, as funds permit, for the segregation of newly- Jans,

arrived prisoners ; -elaborate rules are in force for securing cleanliness and pre-
venting overcrowding ; the scale of diet and clothing allowed is very liberal, ;
and in the event of its being considered inadequate in the case of any individual
or class by the medical officer of the jail, he has only to represent the matter to
the Inspector General, and on his concurrence the necessary increase is at once
allowed.

There was a terribly high death-rate in the Goruckpore and the Meerut Central North-West Pro-
Jails, being in the former 20°14, and in the latter 12'83 per cent. of the average Vinces.

strength. This was owing to the unhealthiness of the districts, to combat
which drainage works on a large scale and at a great cost have been undertaken.
At Goruckpore there was an epidemic of cholera. There were also high death-
rates in other jails, which are to a great extent attributed to the effects of the
scarcity.

Although the average daily strength in the Oude prisons was 1,381 above the Oude.

proper accommodation, the death-rate fell from 2:51 to 164 per cent.

The results of jail instruction in this province showed -a slight falling off on
the preceding year. Of 12,535 persons imprisoned, 146 could read and write
well, and 213 a little ; during the year, 877 were taught to read and write a
little, against 258 in 1873, but only 10 were taught to do so well, against 66.
A system was introduced on 1st April 1875, under which certain prisoners in
the central jail will be selected, educated, and trained under free teachers, and,

when qualified, will be transferred as schoolmasters to the district jail ; and

eventually every prisoner will be taught for one hour daily.

The administration of the Ajmere Jail is reported to have been thoroughly Ajmere.

syreessful 3 the health of the prisoners was good, and their general conduct
“tisfactory ; there was no overcrowding ; the diet was ample; and restrictions
and measures were taken to provide a more systematic education for prizoners
below 50 years of age. '

The conduct of prisoners in the Central Provinces was on the whole good. Central Provinees.,

The short sentences usually passed are a great hindrance to educational benefit
being received by the prisoners. Of 6,931 males and 938 females incarcerated
during the year, the numbers totally unable to read or write were 6,523 and
931 respectively.

The death-rate in the jails taken together was 36 per cent. of the average
strength. Ulcers and dysentery were the causes of most deaths, but in all cases
these diseases are stated to have been brought into, and not contracted in, the
prison. Increased sickness, as compared with the previous year, prevailed
among the free population also. There are no jails in the province which
can be called unhealthy.

Owing to the fertility of Pegu attracting population in preference to the other British Burma. - |

divisions of British Burma, the jails in that part of the province were over-
crowded, while those in Arakan and Tenasserim were comparatively empty ;
and this circumstance necessitated frequent transfers of prisoners. The jail at
Thyetmyo was enlarged, and a similar measure was in contemplation for that at
Bassein, while a further remedy has been applied in the establishment of lock-ups
for short-term prisoners. The jails generally maintained their reputation for
healthiness ; the death-rate was only 2:98 per cent. on the average strength.

The per-centage of convicts employed as jail officers to the average daily
number of prisoners was 3'38. It has been decided that long-term prisoners
shall be eligible for jail appointments; the prospect of this indulgence will, it is
hoped, operate beneficially on the character of such convicts.

Of 8,396 prisoners, 1,216 could read and write well, and 2,785 a little.
Contrary to the experience in other provinces, it was found that 31 out of 355
women had received some education.

The business of the Civil Courts of Bengal, which had increased rapidly during CrvisLitigarios.
recent years, remained nearly stationary in 1874. The great majority of the Bengal

cases relate to small money claims, or to rent of land. The working of the

Courts gives satisfaction to the people and secures their confidence in the main,

though there are frequent complaints of delay in the disposal of eases. The

Courgs are looked up to by them as a palladium of their rights and privileges.
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Universal opinion attests the integrity and probity of the Native judges, though
as to their competency there is more hesitation. Those, however, who have
been appointed of late years are men of superior stamp and education. 'I'he
Native bar, also, is fast rising in position.

Sir R. Temple has used his influence to encourage the registration of deeds
and assurances, which can nowhere be more important than in Bengal, where
so large a portion of the people come within the category of borrowers or
lenders, where landed property is undergoing much subdivision, and where land
is constantly being leased temporarily or permanently, or being transferred by
every form and variety of transfer. The system is being adopted by the people
more and more, in the case not only of compulsory but of optional registration,
although the small proportion which the latter bears to the former shows that
the system admits of being still further popularised.

In Madras there has been noticed of late years a gradual falling off in the
proportien of suits instituted in the superior courts. . during the
Registration is stated to have steadily increased in this Presidency durmg

last few years. . :

There was, during 1874-5, a general decrease of civil litigation, and 99 per
cent. of the suits in%titut{ed w,eregfor sums of 50/ and under. Conneci:e_d with
this circumstance is the important subject of the indebtedness of the cultivating
class, on which remarks will be found in the chapter on LAND ADMINISTRATION
(p. 28). ‘ .

A reference to the returns of other provinces showsa comparatively large
amount of litigation in the Punjab, but this is explained by (1) the wide dif-
fusion of property and credit, there being upwards of three million PTOPPRtOI'S
of land, beside other petty capitalists ; (2) the legal limitation of sales of*a-

perty compelling creditors to limit their advances and to enforce prompt adjust-"..

ment of accounts ;* and (3) the cheapness and accessibility of the courts, and
expeditious disposal of suits. On the whole, the Lieutenant Governor thinks
that the statistics may be accepted as indicative of healthy progress, continued
prosperity, and increasing confidence in the courts.

A decrease of litigation in the North-West Provinces is chiefly due to a
new regulation by which many suits formerly cognizable by the civil are now
heard in the revenue courts. It is also attributed partly to the unwillingness
of creditors to press for their money during the early part of the year when
prices were unusually high, and partly to the abundant khureef harvest, which
assisted many debtors to come to terms with their creditors without the inter-
vention of the courts.

In Oude there has been annually a falling off since 1872 in the number of
civil suits instituted. In 1874 the decrease was in suits of a value not ex.
ceeding 2 /., while there was an increase in those for higher amounts. The
suits are said to be comparatively few in which the defendants conduct their
own cases.

There is comparatively an enormous amount of civil litigation in Ajmere, and
the number of arrests and imprisonments for debt is extraordinary. No satis-
factory explanation has been afforded, but the increase in 1874 was probabl
connected with the good harvests, which created property from which creditors
might realise decrees.

The total number of civil suits instituted in the Central Provinces was 76,639.
They were of a petty nature, chiefly for the recovery of small debts. In ’con-
nection with the large amount of litigation, the attention of the Local Adminis-
tration has been drawn to the fact that not one-half of the decrees passed are
executed. It is believed that a very large proportion of decrees are immediately
on being obt.auned, superseded by fresh bonds, and thus the decid,ing of a suit
and the passing of a decree are not by any means the end of a transaction, but
only one stage of a debt case which is for ever before the courts. The Code of
Procedure lays down that a payment on a decree must be made through the
court, and if not so made shall not be recognised by the court. If therefore,
after such private arrangement, the creditor were to sue the debtor on a fresh
bond, the court would not give to the latter the benefit of any payment he
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had made. If the creditors were to use their power to the uttermost (which it is CivirLirtesion

believed they do not do as’a rule), their debtors might be reduced to a state
quite as hopeless as slavery ; and the more so as, although our law does not
regard the son as responsible for his father’s debts, Hipdoo custom, Whlf:h the
people have not yet ventured to break through, mainfains the opposite view.
The administration of civil justice in British Burma is stated to have been on

the whole satisfactory, and, as far as can be judged, acceptable to the people.

 Most of the work is disposed of by Native judges. In the present year a

second Court of Small Causes had been established at Rangoon, presided over
by a Burman judge, and the use which was made of this court showed in a
remarkable manner the confidence which the Burmese have in a competent
judge of their own race. Additional evidence of the popularity of this judge
has resulted in his being attached permanently to the court. )

There is no evidence of any increasing appreciation by the Natives of the
advantages afforded by the registration of contracts. The people in the in
terior live in a most simple manner, seldom borrowing large sums of money,
and whatever private transfers of land or immovable property are effected do
not often end in litigation. -

Civil suits in Northern Arakan increased during the year from 41 to 79,
showing a greater willingness on the part of the tribes to substitute a recourse
to our courts for their own arbitrary appeals to force in satisfaction of their

disputes.

British Burma. ’
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I1I. .
FINANCE.

The following is a statement of the Ordinary Revenue and Expenditure in
India and England, compared with two preceding years: —

1872-3. 1873-4. 1874-5,

£. £. £.
Revenue - - - . . . 50,219,489 49,598,253 50,570,171
Expenditure - - - . . 46,343,316 40,968,569 49,000,412

Guaran?eed Interest, less Net Traffic

Receipts . - - - - 2,110,501 1,437,352 1,244,662
£.| 48,453,817 51,405,921 60,250,974
Surplus - - - 1,765,672 — 319,197

Deficit - - - — 1,807,668 —

The principal heads of Revenue are shown in the following summary \\x:z

’ Land
Rev . .
ini;sgiuneé Opinm, Salt. Excise. | Customs, | Stamps.
Fisheries.
|
£. £, £, £, £. £,
India (General and Po-
litieal) - - - 61,559 | - - 70,138 17,104 | - - 19,081
‘
Madras - - - |4635487 | - - | 1,331,600 | 605,892 | 821,025 | 492,878
Bombay . - - | 3,688,076 | 2,953,804 | 797,22 | 378,000 | 730,068 | 463,030
Bengal - - -|3,645726 | 5,602,825 | 2,676,303 | 663,407 | 1,001,077 | 895,452
Punjab -~ - - |2,004595 | - - | 841,263 | 07,085 86,387 | 240,381
North-West Provinces - | 4,259,179 | - - 476,612 203,800 85,901 356,492
Oude - - - -|1,855025| - = 1,688 73,047 2,346 02,804
Asam - - -| 333603| - .. | - . 137,800 | - - 48,458
Central Provinces - 684,919 | - - 18,624 128,620 10,402 02,300
British Burma - - 728,425 - - 14,032 140,655 392,273 67,131
ToraL - - - £ (21,296,703 | 8,556,620 | 6,227,301 | 2,346,143 | 2,678,479 | 2,758,042

Under Expenditure, the Army absorbed 15,375,159 1., and Interest on Debt
4,834,003 ., On Ordinary Public Works 2,504,230 /. was spent, and on Raflways
239,277 [.; if to these two items be added the Extraordinary Expenditure of the
year (4,249,571 L), the total outlay on Public Works amounts to 6,993,078 L.
The amount spent on Famine Relief was 2,237,860/, which added to the
expenditure on this account in the previous year makes a total of 6,102,533 ..

The Extraordinary Expenditure was divided as follows : Irrigation, 1,235,391 4;
State Railways, 3,014,1801.

The net revenue of the Opium Departmentin Bengﬁl was 3,264,530 [, against
3,584,766 I. in 1873—4. There were sold 45,000 chests of provision opium,

being an increase of 2,250. The price realised per chest was Rs. 1,207.0. 4,
against Rs. 1,265. 13. 4.
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In consequence of memorials received from European and Native gentlemen,
expressing their apprehension that the consumption of spirits and drugs is in-
creasing to a harmful extent among the people, and is indirectly encouraged by
the excise system, the matter has been fully investigated by the Bengal Govern-

‘ment, with the result that the amount of consumption per head of the whole

population is found to be infinitesimally small, and that the excise system,
whatever it may have done in past times, now offers no encouragement to in-
temperance, but rather tends to impose a check upon the consumption. The
prohibition altogether of production and consumption would be quite futile.

In his answer to the memorialists Sir R. Temple thus expressed himself :—

“The memorialists may be sure that the Government entirely agrees with
“ them in thinking that any general excess in the consumption of liquors, spirits,
“ or drugs, is really a national evil; that, so far from encouraging its existence
“ or its growth for the sake of the revenue, the Government already does, and
“ will willingly do, everything in its power to impose a check or to exercise
“ repression upon any excess; and that the efforts of Government in this direc-
“ tion are only limited by considerations of the practicability or otherwise of
“ attaining actual success in sucb repression. oo
W * * * »* *
“ The result of the fiscal regulations of Government now is to render liquors,
“ spirits, and drugs dearer than they would otherwise be; to place some artifi-

¢ cial restrictions on the production and sale of these articles; and pro tanto to
‘“ impose a check on consumption. It is impossible to doubt that but for these

7 ¢ fiscal regulations the consumption would be greater than it is ; and that, if the

““ present system of taxation upon these articles, and the consequent interfer-
“ ence on the part of the State, were to be abandoned, there would be an in-
¢ crease in the consumption. If it be an object morally (as I quite admit it to
‘%) to do all we properly can to prevent the consumption exceeding reason-

"~ ¢ able limits, then that object is in some degree effected by the fiscal interfer-

“ ence, without which, indeed, even this degree would not be attained. In
“ making its arrangements, the Government is not influenced by the desire of
“ fiscal advantage, nor by the fear of fiscal loss. If any measure or proceeding
“ of this nature could be demonstrated to be capable of checking excessive con-
 sumption, the Government would not be deterred from introducing it by the
¢ prospect of diminution in the revenue. If such measure or proceeding should
¢ promise an enhancement of the revenue, the Government would refrain from
“ adopting it if there were reason to fear that an excessive increase of consump-

¢ tion would be a concomitant result.

“ But it must not be forgotten that, in making its arrangements, the Govern-
“ ment is never free from the question as to how far it is possible to check the
“ consumption. It is not possible to stop the consumption altogether, nor
“ even to attempt to check it in any very great degree, without introducing a

"¢ fresh class of evils. Nothing would be easier, in the first instance, than to do

¢ all that is recommended in the memorials, to shut up public distilleries, to
‘ close shops, to withhold licenses for production and vend, to pass prohi-
“ bitory regulations; but all this would utterly fail to stop, or even check,
“ manufacture. 'One main result would be that the manufacture, which is now
“ licensed and controlled, would continue, though illicit, and would be without
¢ any really practical control. While, on the other hand, new evils, namely,
“ inquisitorial proceedings on the part of Government officials, and persistent
* evasion on the part of the people, both circumstances directly conducing to
¢ demoralisation, would be introduced. _
* * ’ * * * -
“ Similar remarks may be made regarding the drugs opium and ganja. The
¢ opium, though not universally produced, is yet grown over a very extensive
“ area. If there were to be anything like prohibition of the local consumption,
“ the temptation to illicit practices would be so great that they would spring
“ up to a degree beyond our power of prevention.”

Op1uM aND
Excisk.

While sobriety still distinguishes the mass of the peéple, the vice of drinking

is ascertained to be on the increase among some sections of the educated classes
at Calcutta and at other large centres, especially among young men, and even
youths., The Government is considering how its influence can be exerted to
check the incipient mischief. : '
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The Bombay Government have frequently intimated their aversion to any
increase of the liquor revenue which is the result of increased consumption ;
but, aware as they are of the many illicit practices by which the revenue is
now defrauded and the public are imposed upon, they have long seen the
necessity of seeking a remedy, and are considering the advisability of legislating
on the subject.

The opium revenue in Bombay exhibited a marked increase. The receipts
from passes amounted to 2,952,703 L., being nearly 212,000 /. in excess of those
for the previous year, which then were the highest that had ever been reached
except in 1862-3. From Malwa, where there were exceptionally large crops,
there was an increase of nearly 5,000 chests. The quantity exported to China
was 48,845 chests. The revenue was collected without default, and at a cost of
less than $ per cent.

It is believed that smuggling prevails to a considerable extent. -

The receipts from the sale of excise opium in Oude showed a slight advance.
It is believed that much smuggled opium is used, the plant being extensively
cultivated near the places where there is a considerable demand for the
drug. o

Tghere was also an increase in the excise revenue'from spirits. The consump-
tion of native liquor equalled about one-eighteenth of a gallon per head of the
population.

In 1874-5, as in the previous year, there was a large increase in the revenue
from opium in the Central Provinces, which was consequent on the extension of
the system of supplying Government opium to retail contractors, cultivation
being entirely prohibited. The advantage of this system is that it makes it
possible to ascertain the exact consumption, and fix a higher rate o(]' duty
should consumption increase. Under the system which permits auctio -
chasers to supply themselves with opiun, the price of the drug is but little co
trolled. The object of the contractors is to sell as large a quantity of opium as
they can, and this object they attain by offering the drug at the lowest possible
price, thus stimulating consumption.

The excise revenue of the Central Provinces is steadily increasing ; in the year
under review it made a large bound of ahout 14.per cent. This was parily
owing to a change in the mode of taxation, and it does not indicate a corre-
sponding increase of consumption. The Chief Commissioner remarks, however,
that, as the year was a prosperous one, and as marriages were more than ordi-
narily numerous, it is probable that the people had more money wherein to
purchase luxuries, and that more liquor was consumed.

He also states that the population of the province is generally more a spirit-
drinking than a drug-consuming one. -

‘With a view to check the consumption of ganja in the Central Provinces,
cultivation of the hemp plant without a license has been prohibited, and the
drug can only be sold by cultivators to licensed vendors.

The net revenue derived from €xcise opium in British Burma was 83,699 1.,
against 73,536 /. in 1873-74. Of that sum, 54,338 /. was derived from the sale of
Government opium, and 29,361 [. from licenses to vendors. There was also.a.
considerable increase in the excise on spirits. Much of the yearly increase in
this branch of the revenue is consideréd to be due to the growing prosperity of
the people, but it is also in great measure consequent on the improved working
of the department.

The salt revenue in Bengal, which had shown some falling off, fully recovered
itself in 1874-5. The net revenue amounted to 2,671,768 /., or if, in addition to
charges of collection, refunds and drawbacks be deducted, to 2,643,7661. Both
the quantity of salt which paid duty and the amount of the revenue were larger
than in any year since 1864-5. There was an increase both in the local manufac-
ture and the importation, pointing to the material progress ‘of the poorer classes.
The extent to which the indigenous salt holds its position, notwithstanding the
importation of foreign salt, is very satisfactory. But although there was a con-

‘siderable increase in the quantity of excise salt manufactured and sold, the reduc-

tion in the duty led to a falling off in the revenue under this head ; and the increase
of revenue, therefore, occurred entirely in the receipts from duty on imported salt.
The importations are mostly derived from Great Britain and from Indian ports,
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aud importations from other countries show no tendency to increase, with the g,pr.

exception of those from Italy, which advanced by more than 10,000 maunds.*-

In round numbers it may be said that 593 lacs of maunds came from Great
Britain, 11 from Indian ports, and 6% from all other ports together. .

Consequent on the abolition of the Customs line between Orissa and Madras
(by Act X. of 1874), the selling price of salt in Ganjam was raised from Rs. 2 to
Rs.2. 4., and the duty in Orissa, which had previously been RBs.3. 4., was
fixed at a graduated scale, rising from Rs.2. 4. on the Ganjam frontier to
Rs. 3. 2. on the northern boundary of the Balasore district. The effect has
been, not only to stimulate production in the northern parts of Orissa, but also
largely to increase the importation of Ganjam salt into the southern districts of
that province. The ultimate extinction of the Pooree manufacture is antici-
pated, for, in spite of the reductions in duty, the manufacturers of Orissa are
still at a disadvantage in competing with those of Ganjam, the former being
weighted with charges for preventive police and warehousing, from which the
latter are free ; while the labour employed in making salt is also cheaper in
Madras than in Orissa. Some measures of relief to the Pooree salt were in
contemplation. .

In Orissa salt is used for exchange and barter, and forms a very important

item in market transactions. The amount manufactured in Balasore in 1874-5 .

was 189,479 maunds. In Pooree salt is made by solar evaporation ; it is coarser
in grain and more pungent, but is preferred by those accustomed to consume
it; 356,657 maunds of salt were manufactured in that district during the year.
In the whole of Orissa 558,438 maunds of salt were manufactured, and 331,638

maunds were sold for consumption, yielding a revenue of 107,1881. to Govern-
ment.

The salt revenue in Bombay amounted to 899,053 I., which exceeded that of
187.2-4 by 169,439 /,, and the average of the five years ending with 1873-4

, ~ by 227,867 1. The increase of revenue is accompanied with enldrged consump-

tion and better quality of salt.

For many years past the system of exporting salt from Bombay to the other
Presidencies without pre-payment of duty, in addition to the facilities it afforded
for smuggling, had entailed a very serious sacrifice of Imperial revenue. After
much consideration the withdrawal of the privilege was determined on, and
from the 1st October 1874 pre-payment of full duty became compulsory.

The Bombay Salt Act of 1873 came into force on the 18th May 1874. Under
it the manufacture of salt without license is prohibited ; the owners of salt works
are obliged to superintend, either in person or by duly-appointed agents, the
removal of salt from their works, and are rendered responsible for all irregula-
rities committed in the removal of salt; and salt officers are vested, with respect
to offences against the Act, with powers similar to those exercised by the

. police in cognizable cases. The Act gives the Government power to frame rules

for regulating the manufacture, storage, and removal of salt, and the import

and export of salt by sea and land ; to punish licensees, whose servants may be

detected in fraud or breach of rule, by fine or withdrawal of their licenses; to

regulate under licenses the storage of salt for purposes of sale at all places

within ten miles of a salt-work or sea~port ; and generally to control the opera-

tions of all persons transacting business at salt-works, whether as manufacturers
- or exporters.

Many of the salt owners of the Konkan, who are the persons chiefly affected
by the Act, are men of influence, and it was only to be expected that the impo-
sition of new responsibilities would be resisted. With the exception of two, the
whole body of proprietors of the 256 works in the Northern Konkan declined to
take out licenses, but after a time they all yielded and resumed manufacture.
On the whole, the opposition met with was less than anticipated, and it has now

" been successfully overcome. It was the desire of Government that the Act

‘should be worked with moderation. The Collector of Salt Revenue reports that
this desire has been strictly acted up to by the department, and that those con-
cerned begin to see that the Act does not harass manufacturers nor hamper
legitimate trade, while it offers a decided check to malpractices which pre-
viously prevailed. Since the Act came into force no complaints have been

# A moeund (which contains 40 seers) is equal to 823 Ibs, uvoirdupois,
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made to Government on the score of its harshness or stringency, and it has not
been found necessary in a single instance to put its penal clauses into action in
order to enforce compliance with any of its new provisions. As regards the
revenue, the measure has proved a decided success.

In the preceding year the Kharagora salt-works were finally opened. When
the railway was completed to Ahmedabad, it was determined to close the works
which supplied the country between Cambay and Bassein, five of which were
on the Runn of Kutch and fourteen on the sea coast, and to open one large work
on the Runn. It was anticipated that the result would be a large saving in esta-
blishments and a great diminution of smuggling. To enable this scheme to be
carried out a branch railway had to be constructed from Viramgam to
Kharagora.

More than a million of maunds of first-class salt were made and stored at
Kharagora during 1874-5, although the season was an unfavourable one. The
sales of this salt amounted to 610,092 maunds in 1873-4, and 668,815 In

. 1874-5. It is exported to Malwa and Central India and to
Vears. | Indian Maunds. ) o Central Provinces, The first branch of trade has been for

1869-70 - - 7,843 . ey . ith Raipoo-
187071 - - 26084 - some time diminishing, being unable to compete with Rajpoo
v 73 . liivie  tanasalts, which pay no tax to theBritish Government. On tlﬁe
187475 - - 209,789 : ' orts to the Central Provinces are on the
1874-75 - - 269,789 other hand, the exp C 0 :

increase. The marginal table shows the progress for a series
of years in the exports to the Central Provinces and Berar. .

Salt reaches the Central Provinces from three directions. That coming from
Madras, in consequence of the Customs line from Burhanpur eastwards having
been abolished, now bears a duty of only Rs. 2. 4. per maund, which is levied
at the coast, instead of Rs. 3. (i.e., Rs. 1. 14. at the coast and Rs. 1. 2. at the
Customs line) as formerly ; that from the Rajpootana salt lakes is taxed Rs. 3.

* per maund at the Customs line at Saugor and Hoshungabad ; while that TemR,

Bombay is charged a mileage rate, which reaches to Rs.2. 8. per maund at
Nagpore,and Rs. 3. at Jubbulpore. The aim kept in view in these arrangements
was so to modify the duties on the western salt as, on the one hand, to enable it
to cope with the lighter taxed eastern salt, and, on the other, to restrain it from
too forcibly interfering with the Rajpootana salt on which the full duty per maund
was retained, and the mileage scheme seemed likely to meet the difficulty. The
result has, however, somewhat disappointed expectations, for in the very first
year the Bombay salt drove back the Rajpootana salt to almost half its dimen-
sions. That portion of the former which passes up the Nerbudda Valley stops
about 100 or 150 miles of Jubbulpore, so as to pay less than the maximum duty,
and thence spreads itself over the field formerly occupied by the lake salt. To
add to the complications, there were found, immediately the Customs line was

" removed, vast quantities of salt stored in depdts outside or south of the line

which had only paid the coast duty, and which now flooded the markets, com-
peting severely, and at a considerable advantage, with the legitimate trade from
both the eastern and western coasts. The uncertainty as to the magnitude
of these accumulations appears to have seriously affected the importations at
Nagpore.

'The Chief Commissioner observes that the year was, in respect to this matter,
one of transition, and that the circumstances cannot be regarded as certainly
indicative of the ultimate effects of the measure. But, he further remarks,
whatever the fiscal effects may be, the measure cannot be regretted. The feel-
ing was very strong against the Customs establishments throughout the country,
and the situation in Sumbulpore particularly was anything but easy. The
removal of the line under these circumstances was a political gain, and the
local authorities bear witness to the popular gratitude in town and country at

' the freedom of intercourse with the coast now open to them, and at the reduc-

tion in the duty which enables them to obtain one of the necessaries of life at
smaller cost and in their own way. '

The Deputy Commissioner of Sumbulpore states that the facts prove “ that
¢ the salt line simply checked traffic along all the most important trade routes of
“ the country, and no measure could consequently have been better calculated
“ to advance the general prosperity of the people than iis abolition.”

[
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A prolific inducement to crime has also been withdrawn, fn the shape of Sawir

smuggling, and of the conflicts with Government establishments consequent
thereon.

In British Burma there was an increase of 1,45817. in the receipts from im-
ported salt, and a large decréase in excise on that locally manufactured. Taking
the total realisations of the two years together, they were nearly balanced
13,554 1. against 12,028 /. ’

The allotments to the several Administrations on account of provincial services

are shown below: —
\ £.
Madras -~ - - - - - 853,854
Bombay - - - - - - 982,727
Bengal - - - - - - 1,104,160
Punjab - - - - - - 542,044
North-West Provinces - - - - 648,984
Oude - - - - - - 218,266
Assam - - - - - 175,512
Central Provinces - - - - 278,894
British Burma - - - - - 307,000

. The road cess is being extended throughout Bengal, excepting the hill tracts;
1ts imposition is not felt to be burdensome by any of the classes who pay it.
Thfa zemindars are ceasing to object to it now that they see their rights will not
bein any way encroached upon.

The advantage of having a fixed income at the disposal of the local com-
mittee in every district for roads and communications is very great, and fresh
life has been infused into district work all over the country. The registration
which has to be made for the purposes of the assessments contributes much

~-1t(wards that knowledge which used to be so defective, and which is so essential

to enable Government to devise benefits for the people at large.

Out of a total demand on this account in 1874-75 of 74,213 ., the actual
collections were 57,635 /.; demands to the extent of 8,918 7. were remitted.
The cess will ultimately yield an income of at least 300,000 /. per annum.

The circulation of the Government paper currency has considerably increased

in Bengal. The notes are largely used by the mercantile classes for purposes

of remittance, and the proportion remaining in circulation increases, indicating
the growing confidence of the people in the Government, and especially in its

' financial credit.

The Bombay Administration Report contains the following remarks on the
depreciation of silver :—

“The year under report has been remarkable for the enormous and
“ unprecedented influx of silver, the imports exceeding those of the previous
“ year by upwards of a million sterling. ‘The German Government, which has
“ since the war been converting its silver currency into a gold one, sent us
“ alone 47 lacs. That and the fear of further shipments had a marked effect
“ on the exchange. The value of Council bills kept down the cost of silver,
‘“ and, when they were nearly on a par, silver was often bought at once as a
“ means of remittance to avoid the risk of an extra demand, forcing up the
¢ price of Council bills. The extra export of cotton was greatly the cause of
“ the extra import of silver and of gold. The cheapest medium of laying down
“ funds immediately available was generally made use of. The fact that an
“ unknown quantity of disposable silver was always hanging over the market
“ reduced the value of silver to a lower price than was ever before known. It
“ touched as low as 558 per ounce. But, besides this, the production of silver

British Burma.

Provincian
ABSIGNMENTS.

Bexcar Roap
CEsy, -

CURRENCY.
Government Pt
in Bengal.

Depreciation of
Silver.

“ has of late years increased largely, while there has been a decrease in the pro- -

“ duction of gold. Hence gold has risen in price. Almost all the English

. “ gold imported was sold before shipment, and yielded a known exchange.

“ Why gold was in such demand during the year under report is not clear,
“ unless it was owing to the depreciation of silver, and larger transactions in
“ cotton with the interior, where gold still continues to be hoarded.”

¢
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LAND ADMINISTRATION.

TaE professional village survey of Bengal was almost comElete}(lli.c N gepll)'gss
very valuable for the administrative changes anq m.nproven.xgn :d wb h are comg_
carried out in the interior of thfrzi di.stricts },1 but it 1sﬁc({)ex:is1f0€;rthe e}s,tablishment

thorities to be deficierlt in not having provide : hme
gt? t;;'tmzlrllent boundary marks, and also in affording no details of cultivation
< i - ions. Th
an%llﬁtesiﬁlll remain to be effected some important sur'vey1 OI;ZTSISOiItl:te '1';}1:
continual changes caused by the great rivers of Benga >
periodical re-survey of the alluvial tracts In th?lr.bamlns.l is in Orissa and in

"I'he distribution of canal water ameng the irrigable nr}ll I I e  Sube
south-west Behar renders it very expedient to survey eac <ol ucstions
division of a field marked by permanent limits, so as to pre(,;rehov; LSt
hereafter as to how much canal water he}s been tz.iken an.ed o minute
irrigated by each husbandman ; this work is now being carri

ision by professional surveyors. o o . s
preAmfll:tI;ilgdpsurvey of the hill tracts of Darjeeling and British Blflo:ta_n; g
required, in order to determine disputes as to tl‘le boundaries of tea-g
and other settlements, of new cultivation, and of State forests.

3 ; eration

The Revenue Survey Department in Mz}dras ha(): be'ei‘r;1 in acttewe :tP survey
for 22 years, and was continuing to do efficient work. e sys m\.
in force in Government lands is described as follows:—: ¢ tho line t;éi“g per-

“ The village boundaries are first settled, every turn o fe. Der oun-
« manently marked with stone; then disputes are disposed (()1 , jrrgage} =
“ daries are adjusted, very small villages :{re.am.algamat? iddg n(ia);ies 5
« yillages are sub-Hivided. After these preliminaries the fe é)u s e
“ permanently marked with stone, and every h9ld1ng is reglsl:,ereteh. e
« cuits of from 50 to 100 square miles are carried out by t eb eto ?ver.’ |
« pegular work being chicked by azimuth observations at a O(lil l(éck);ines
“ stations ; village boundaries are also surveyed by theodolite, and ¢ : Wi
« within the village, forming minor ciréuits of from 100 to 20(1) at(l:re.;i v bile
« the boundary work is being set up by traverse and plotted, .\e e; 3 ave
% being measured by chain in triangles, so that, when the mcg‘s?let.r{en Looks
«“ gre received in office, the map with traverse lines and o s;ts hd rte. yist
« receive the fields; after correction of any errors that may be o:‘mh ‘,o ex b
“ the area of each field is taken by computing scal'e, and the sum 9.‘1 (i z‘u'e:a i X
¢ obtained is compared with the traverse area. Ihe village map is then se
« gut for insertion of topographical details.’

’ ical S i iles during the
Topographical Survey in Bombay mapped 8,919 square miles ;
yearl;‘},l(inakli)ng aI;o'tal of 36,514 square miles. One_party was emp{fyed 1r11 thg

wildest and most rugged part of the Satpura Range between fB usawa .ain

Khargun. Scarcely a habitation was met w1t.h ov.er.hun'dreds 0 square1 31;1 es,
although the sites of numerous villages still distinguishable Proveft 1a t?ln
attempt was once made to populate these hills by aborigines dnfyer}ld rom le
plains. Either the deadly climate, impure water, and the ravages o w1(1 animals,
compelled the abandonment of so inhospitable a shelter, and induced a mcgre&
ment towards Khandesh or Holkar’s territory, or the uqhappy settlers succ:(r‘n tﬁ

in the effort to prolong existence. The surveyors with dlfﬁcult)tr) secur / e
necessary supplies, and once or twice were savagely attacked by t%ars.. . n no
part of the range was the compass found to work, which led to the inference

1 ore was present.
tha'ii‘;lxlgoeel;tablishmgnts of the Revenue Survey Department surveyed 2,028,541

scres, and classed 1,500,146 acres. |

Revenue surveys were in progress in eiglree localities in the Punjab. During
-miles were surveyed. y
';h'?1‘1);:f"fl';e‘lic’l:a g;(sl lil':::ag ‘;nd periodically ‘corrected by village draftsmep, who
are trained to the use of the plane tabl(e;, a:lxlr(:lzt ﬁlpemse by tl::e ::::le;rlxgg etsﬁz
i finished an accurate y
}Jl? hﬁ]e: tséul?\lfle:)}:1 gIl)lepE::ment, are found to answer all practical require-

-

\
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ments; and the Lieutenant Governor, on the ground of cost and for other

reasons, deprecates a proposal which has been made for the introduction of &
scientific village survey.

The Revenue Survey of the Central Provinces has been completed. The
total area surveyed amounts to upwards of 55,000 square miles,

The Survey Department in the Hyderabad Assigned Districts classed 590,229
acres of land. The acreage of the whole of the villages in the province,
numbering 6,665, has now been measured. The survey has brought to light an
immense extent of what is called surreptitious cultivation ; that is, cultivators

were paying rent to the State for land supposed te be very much less in area
than it was actually proved to be by measurement.

Survey work progressed rapidly in the Henzada district of British Burma;
13,167 holdings, with an area of 63,503 acres, were surveyed during the year.

In the Rangoon district the survey and measurement of about 90,000 acres
were effected.

" Dr. Hunter has recently submitted to the Government of India his Quin-
quennial Report on the Statistical Account of India. During the 10 years sub-
sequent to the tramsfer of the direct Government of India to the Crown the
attention of the Government had been frequently directed to the absence of any
trustworthy statistical acccunt of that country, In 1869 Dr, Hunter was
instructed to visit the various Local Administrations to ascertain what had been
done in the past in this respect, and in 1871 he was appointed Director General
of Statistics, with a view to the organization of a statistical survey, the compila-
tion of the results in the provincial statistical accounts, and the subsequent
fo(rildensation of these provincial accounts into the Imperial Gazetteer of
ndia. -
+~Dr. Hunter reports that, as regards British India, the successfal corpletion
of the work may now be said to be secured, while in Native and Feudatory
territories the operations are still in a very backward state. He expects the
Imperial Gazetteer to be commenced on the 1st February 1877.

' The land revenue demand in Bengal realisable within the year (including
arrears) was 3,921,450 /., of which 9236 per cent. was collected. The steady

growth of the land revenue indicates a very satisfactory development of the
agricultural wealth of the country.

The collections of land revenue in Madras amounted to 4,632,063 /., being an
increase of 185,369 /. as compared with the preceding year. This increase is
ascribed to the more punctual realisation of current revenue and the recovery

of a large amount of arrears in some districts, and to extension of cultivation in

others.

In land revenue collections in Bombay there was a falling off in the Northern
Division, due to less acreage under grain crops, but this was more than com-
pensated for by an increase in the Southern Division consequent on revision

‘of rates. In Sind also there was a falling off, owing to floods in the early

part of the year. The total revenue for collection in 1874-5 was 2,887,858 1.,
and the total realisations up to 31st July 1875 (the ‘end of the revenue year)
were 2,865,224 1. .

The revenue was collected without difficulty, and the pressure which it was
necessary to exercise was considerably lessened by regulations which were in-
troduced for inflicting a fine, and forfeiting the privilege of payment by instal
ments, in cases of default,

The result of the Revenue Survey operations was an increased assessment to
the extent of 18,263 1. The increases were carefully considered, and ure be-
lieved to be moderate. Remissions were also made, chiefly in the Poona and
Sholapore Collectorates, in consequence of the fall of prices having occasioned
to the cultivators a difficulty in meeting the claims upon them. .

While recognising the necessity of continued caution and moderation in the
revision of assessments, the Bombay Government entirely dissent from the views
of those who would advocate a permanent settlement. On the one hand, it 13
considered that the Government must never pass from its position as a share-
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. Lanp Revexus.  holder to that of a landlord; but, on the other hand, the conditions of the paration of a record of rights. In eac}.l of the distric_ts vs.'here operafion§ have Laxp Revem
increasing value of the land are too uncertain to admit of the Government been concluded there has been a great increase of cultivation and a rise in the
binding itself down to a fixed share for a large number of years. ) value of land. !
That the settlements are of the greatest advantage to the land itself is shown " 'The collections of land revenue in the North-West Provinces (besides out- North-West Pro.
by the following description of a taluka in the Deccan : — standing balancés, 8,323 ) amounted to 4,165,494 L, against 4,130,102 /. in the viaces.
“ The original survey settlement was introduced in 1839 and 1840. At that previous year. ‘
“ time the condition of the taluka was represented as most deplorable. ° I am The result of the revision of assessments in 1874-5 was an increase of 30,307 1.
% ¢at a loss,’ says Lieutenant Nash, the Settlement Officer, writing in 1838, “to to an expiring demand of 298,231 L.
“ < convey the idea of poverty and ruin which I have received during my resi- In the revision of settlements great stress has been laid on the accurate pre-
« ¢ dence here. Several causes,—the ravages of Holkar's army in the beginning paration of village records, from which will result correctness and economy in
“ of the century, the dreadful famine which followed that campaign, and was future settlements, and confidence and method in dealing with drought or famine,
% repeated two or three times in the next 20 years, the violent epidemic of cholera while the present advantage to a large class of the community is obvious. The
“ which raged about 1820, the heavy fall of prices after the introduction Of. ‘ possession of trustworthy agricultural statistics may also, Sir J. Strachey ob-
“ British rule, and the consequent oppressive weight of the old Mahratta rates ‘11 serves, reveal the possibility of establishing agricultural banks and freeing the
“ assessment,—were assigned by the settlement officers as having all contribute small landowner or cultivator from the hereditary money-lender.

“ i 1t. More than half the arable land of the ; .
« :Zlgligdvl;zclg &Séiﬁﬁ“ﬁiﬂi g?s?t t:ovel‘(?(iewith thick thorny jungle difficult to The land revenue demand in Oude was 1,435,278 I, of which 1,260,625 I. Oude.

“ eradicate. The average rate of Government assessment was about 13} annas an “;‘als) c(;)llected, and 98,719 I. was remitted in consequence of the effects of a series
“ acre, in addition to ¢ haks’ and illicit exactions to a considerable amount ; but ol bad seasons.

“ s0 utterly pauperised were the people that the realisations of revenue averaged The revision of the settlement of the land revenue in Ajmere was brought to Ajmere.

“hardly half of the nominal assessment. In the 10 years immediately pre- a conclusion during the year under review. The gross demand fixed was 19

“ ceding the settlement, the actual annual collections averaged only Rs. 26,661 per cent. less than the previous settlement, which had unduly pressed on the

“ not less than Rs. 13,567 were annually remitted, and, in addition, nearly a lac people and impoverished them since 1857.

“ of rupees were outstanding, and were finally written off, on the introduction of Th . . .

« the settlement. g e amount of land revenue collected in the Central Provinces was Central Proviacel
““ The effect of the settlement (which gave an average rate of sever annas per 591,480 /. Inquiries were brought to a closg during the year into the alleged

“ acre, and relieved the people of direct ¢ haks'), both financially and on the }mdue p'reﬁsure. of the Government demand in two tracts. In one case, the

“ condition of the people, was most satisfactory. Nearly half the waMe land mpover 1}? ed villages were found tobe held by thriftless Brahmauns and Mussul-

“ was taken wp in the first year, and the actual annual collections for the T ~Dearis, who expect to realise gains without labour, while certain Jarge villages,

“ decade of the term averaged Rs. 43,407, for the sccond decade Rs. 57,850, which had been put down as heavily assessed, were found to’ be in good con-

“ and for the last decade Ks. 72,588, against Rs. 26,661 for the ‘decade imme- dition, and in no need of a revision. In the other case, the cause of suffering

“ diately preceding the settlement. The assessment of cultivated lands in the was not the land revenue demand, but the famine of 1869, when maay persons

“ last year being Rs. 81,475, the effect of the settlement has been to more than were carried off by disease, and a murrain fell upon the cattle. Considerable

« treble the Government revenue. advance had been made in recovering from the effects of that and subsequent
“ The condition of the people improved equally with the Government revenue. bad seasons.

“In 1838, more than 50 per cent. of arable land was waste; in 1871, only The land revenue demand in Berar rose from 596,599 /. to 606,450 .. The Berar.

‘1 per cent. Population increased during the term of the settlement 394 per
‘“ cent., agricultural cattle 19 per cent., ploughs 22} per cent., carts 270 per
‘ cent., and wells 40 per cent. Government land was unsaleable in 1838;

increase of revenue is due to the operations of the Survey Settlement, which
resulted in the settlement during the year of 455 villages, comprising an
area of 454,824 acres, and a consequent increase in the assessment, amounting

“ during the last five years of the settlement, examination of the registration to rather more than 10,000 .
““ records showed that it fetched from 10 to 52 times its assessment. Thirty .
“years ago there were no made roads, and communication was costly and The demand in British Burma was 440,704 [, exceeding by 11°1 per cent. the British Burma.
“ difficult ; the taluka is'now traversed by the railway and by several excellent assessment in 1873-4. This was in consequence of the exceptionally large area *
¢ roads, and the increase in the number of carts indicates the extent to which brought under cultivation in antigipation of a repetition of the profits of the
‘“the people avail themselves of the new facilities of communication with famine year. :
“ markets.” The result of the Henzada survey work was an addition to the revenue from
Similarly it is reported that during the 30 years of the first settlement of a that district of 1,994 /. per annum. Cultivation is so rapidly extending in
portion of the Kaladgi Collectorate the better class of houses increased 85 per Henzada that it has been deemed expedient to defer any settlement of the land,
cent., cattle 45, carts 1,360, ploughs 220, and wells 106 per cent. And in even for a short period. :

Dharwar, houses of the better sort increased 74 per cent., cattle 9'8, carts 494,

and wells 42 per cent. There is stated to be a general concurrence of opinion as to the marked im- Rerarions sg.

‘ - . sstent with provement within the last few years in the condition of the ryots of Bengal tweex Laxprorn
ety L i et s e s ol 10 vt i o, ki et o e il e a5 b st i S
Collectorates is computed at from 8 to 12 years' purchase of the revised assess- In some localities their social progress is said to be quite remarkable: =

ment as originally introduced.

Settlement operations were in progress in 14 districts of the Punjab. They
were completed in Dehra Ghazee Khan and Hazara, in the first for 20 and in the
latter for 30 years. .

The collections of land revenue for 1874-5 amounted to 1,897,585 I., being
15,5627 [. more than those for 1873-4. The assessments in all the districts were
extremely moderate, and in border villages nominal ; they were readily accepted
by the people, and collected with the greatest ease. A still more important
advantage than the fiscal one is the security of tenure conferred by the pre-

The rent laws of 1859 Tﬂ 1869 raised up a class of middlemen with an
occupancy status, that is, of men who, having held for 12 years or more, would
not be liable to ejectment while they paid their rent, nor to enhancement of ren#
save by decree of a court of justice. .
It is believed that the great majority of cultivators have now acquired the
occupapcy status, and that mere tenants-at-will are comparatively few. In
Berar and Orissa also occupancy rights are gradually growing up. :
The relations between landlord and tenant have, however, not improved, .
continual disputes arising as to enhancement of rent. The rent laws, while

doingﬁ so much for the status of the cultivators, did something also for the land- ‘
406. . n _ : .
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lerd, inasmuch as they asserted the principle that even from occupancy ryots he

TWEEN LANDLORD o, 5y]d be entitled to increase of rent under certain conditions. Of thesc con-

AND TENANT.

Illegal cesses
in Origsa.

ditions, the most important was this, that the value of the produce, or the pro-

ductive powers of the land, must have been increased otherwise than by the -

agency or at the expensc of the ryot. The growth of the export trade in agri-

cultural produce has greatly augmented the profits of cultivation to the culti-

vator. ‘Lhe zemindar considers himsclf entitled to a share in this improved

income, and he founds his demand on the couditio_n above; .cited. The
ryot hesitates to comply altogether; he will pay something additional, but he
will not accept the arbitrament of the zemindar, and he is disposed to join 1ssue
at law. He will withhold payment of rent altogether if he cannot come to terms
with the landlord.

Combinations are often formed on both sides, especially by the ryots, W?o
subscribe to a general fund for law expenses. Whenever 1t 15 found lt{mtl the
ryots are only opposing attempts at rack-renting or other oppxiesswnl, ta ;L{ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ
the sympathy of Government oﬂicer‘?},l S0 Ion.gn ztllsl eta?(;ri(;ep themselv

imit of the law, but sometimes they are 1 . . )
th?rllllgigsuet of the Puibna disturbanZes has been that both sides claim
the victory, but 'it is believed in the main to have been favourable to
to the ryots. Similar disputes which arose in Dacga.early in 1875 were I:efcrred
arbitration, and the decision appeared to be rather in favour of the zemindars.

At the same time influences of a higher kind are at work among the zemin-
dars. They recognise the justice of allowing to the cultivator a good share in
the increased produce of his toil, and the exﬁedlency of maintaining with their
tenantry those friendly relations which ought to spring from community of
interest in the soil. Though far from doing all that they ought, still they evince
a growing disposition to help their tenantry in time of nped. i )

They displayed much kindly feeling in tonnection with the famine ; and in
Sir R. Temples last Report it is stated that in all parts of the province siditgh

"instances of activé and comprehensive benevolence and of munificent liberali

for all sorts of useful objects on the part of zemindars frequently occur, which
would be deemed honourable to the landlord class in any country.

The agrarian troubles are partly attributed to the process of * sub-infeuda-
tion,” which has greatly developed itself in many districts. In most of such
cases the zemindar becomes a merely nominal landlord, with a very limited
income, and the temporary leaseholder, having no abiding interest in the land,
may be tempted to resort to extortion.

From various causes, the subdivision of ownership throughout the country is
much increasing, Such partition of the proprietary title in land is held by some
to tend to the creation of a helpless class, who have neither enough capital for
good husbandry, nor the habits of manual industry which belong to peasant
proprietors. It appears, however, that in Bengal such petty landlords betake
themselves to other professions, and this intellectual activity and spirit of self-
help which pervades the landowning community is considered by Sir R. Temple
as a circumstance full of hope for the future of Bengal.

As to the cesses imposed by zemindars in Orissa, it has been ascertained that
some have undoubtedly beenverygenerally levied whichwere unauthorised by law,
and that in some cases they have been exacted in an oppressive manner. The

Lieutenant Governor, however, stated last year that, from recent reports of the’

local authorities, and from what he himself observed during a visit to the pro-
vince, it appears certain that the ignorance and timidity whick formerly character-
ised the people are steadily, though it may be slowly, giving place to a spirit of
intelligence and independence, and that there has been Iatterly a marked absence
of complaints of oppression on the part of zemindars towards their tenantry.
While those cases which were oppressive are believed to have been stopped,
others remain which have the sanction of long prescription,and which, though not
recoverable by law, virtually form a part of the rent, Such cesses the ryots them-
selves prefer to the payment of a similar amount as regular rent, while the zemin-
dars appear anxious that some more precise ruleg than those at present in force
should be laid down as to the rents which they may demand. A voluntary com-
position of the cesses would apparently be a desirable ement, and would
strengthen the relations between landlord and tenant. The whole of this diffi-
cult question is under the special consideration of the Lisutenant Governor.
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On a review of the working of the Punjab Tenancy Act, the Lieutenant
Governor shows that the measure has not, as had been apprehended, resulted
in any wide-spread contention between landlord and tenant, and the excitement
which attended the discussion of its provisions is said to have completely sub-
sided. In 1874-5 only one landlord in 1,180, and only one tenant in 1,160,
were sued, and the number of suits instituted is decreasing.

The question of the tenure created by the settlements of the Chanda and
Nimar districts in the Central Provinces has been before the Government of
India since 1871. By those settlements the malguzars were made proprietors .
of their villages, the older ryots were made occupancy tenants, and the other
ryots were left unprivileged. The position of the ryots was believed to have
been injuriously affected by the change. After much discussion, the Government
of India have laid down the principle on which they desire to sce the settle-
ments carried out. The position of a malguzar must, they say, be so defined
as not to trench on the rights of other classes, who by custom have claims which
at first were not sufficiently understood. It must be an established principle
that the tenure of all cultivators is a fixed and permanent one so long as the
revenue or rent is paid, and that the payments, as a general rule, are not to be
liable to enhancement, except at the time of settlement.

The effect of the Government decision generally may be said to be that it
places the various classes of persons who derive their subsistence directly from
the soil on as nearly as possible the same footing as they were before the set-
tlement proceedings were undertaken, without, however, withdrawing the gift
of proprietary right which had been made.

The work of the Madra_s Inam Commission is gradually drawing to a close,
apd pnly a few cases remain to be dealt with by the Board of Revenue. It is
considered that the proceedings of the Commission have been very successful.

Londed property, in which not less than 2} million persons are in,some measure

interested, and extending to nearly 54 millions of acres in area, which had hereto-
fore been held on defective and doubtful titles, and which paid to the revenue less
than one-tenth of the regulated land assessment, has now been confirmed to the
holders on indefeasible Government titles, and the measure has resulted in a
clear gain to the revenue of about 80,000 l. per annum. The alienation of State
revenue has been considerably reduced, and, at the same time, contentment has
been diffused throughout the whole body of the Inamdars, a class which numbers
probably upwards of a million individuals in the Presidency.

Inquiries in Bengal as to the indebtedness of the cultivating class show that
it is not so serious there as it once was, although it still exists very largely.
The amount of debt is for the most part not excessively burdensome. The
ordinary rates of interest are believed to be as high as 37} per cent. per annum,
and on rice advances 50 per cent. The creditors are generally the village
bankers, but often the zemindars. The loans are contracted partly for the

purchase of cattle and implemeuts of husbandry, to some extent for law ex-
penses, and largely (or marriages.

In Madras, the increase of coercive processes for the recovery of land revenue
has attracted the attention of the Government, as it appeared to indicate that
the agricultural class was becoming impoverished. In many individual cases,
men who have not sufficient capital take up waste land when seasons and
prices are auspicious, and then are driven to ruin by a fall in prices, or an un-
favourable season. This ambition to rise in the social scale, though it injures
the few, is, however, regarded as beneficial to the comrunity at large, as the
land-holding class thus gains to its ranks the thrifty, enterprising, and in-
dustrious. ‘

But besides this and other minor causes, the principal one appears to be the
substitution of law for arbitrary usage in the collection of the revenue. The
actual statistics do not seem to furnish any matter for alarm, for 95 per cent. gf
the revenue is collected with ease and regularity, and 4 per cent. more with onY
the trouble of formally demanding it. "Many ryots do not pay up till the last
moment. The rate of interest charged by Government is much below the
market rate, and the ryots know to a day when the low can be put in force,
while the mere attachment of property carries with it no humiliation to them.
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The causes assigned for the indebted state of the ryots in Bombay were re-
ferred to in last year’s “ Statement” (p. 5). The Administration Report for
1874-5 enters into an argument to prove that low prices are mnot the direct
cause of the indebtedness reterred to. As far as agricultural distress is concerned,
the present is, in fact, a period of recovery. Taking Khandesh as an example,
it is pointed out that 187 1-2 was a year of marked scarcity, and that the floods
of September 1872 caused much temporary misery. Money was consequently
required, and was largely borrowed. The money thus lent to meet temporary
necessity has now been to a great extent recovered; and it would be incorrect
to describe a period of general recovery from a condition of over-active lending
and borrowing as a time of national impoverishment; although it is true that
the rvots parted with most of their savings, and even with their ornaments,
to satisfy their creditors, rather than lose their ancestral holdings. But so far
as low prices, by diminishing agricultural profits, induce money-lenders to
withdraw capital lent, the present period, otherwise prosperous, may be regarded
as a period of depression. The ¢ Limitation Act,” reducing the time for the
recovery on money bonds from 12 to 3 years, came into force in the Deccan
at a most unforbunate crisis, when there was a great deal of floating debt,
securities were rapidly falling in value, and demand for commodities was
gradually subsiding. The result was that the money-lenders found it for their
interest to recall advances, while the borrowers found a difficulty both in obtain-
ing silver and in disposing of their grain. In the present state of the law, the
courts are successfully used by money-lenders for purposes of extortion, and
they find this the most easy and profitable way of collecting their debts. Nearly
all plaintiffs are money-lenders. During 1873, no less than 57 per cent. of
cases disposed of were .decreed exr parte, only 15 per cent. were contested,
and of the latter only 17 per cent. were decided in favour of the defendant;
and- the proportions only very slightly improved in 1874. The number
of cases in which immovable property is attached and sold is Wy
large, and imprisonment is freely resorted to. In the Deccan the ryots
combined and rose against the oppression, and openly destroyed bonds
which, though good in the eye of the law, were grossly extortionate
The whole question of the action of the courts is now being tho.
roughly inquired into. The fault is in the state of the law, not in the judges
who, as a body, are distinguished for their industry and intelligence. The
courts must act in accordance with the law and rules in force; but it is th
almost unanimous opinion of district officers that the manner in which the
rapacity of the monev-lenders is aided by the civil courts is an evil whicl
Government ought to attempt to remedy, though the question is one beset wit}
difficulties. On the one hand, there is the danger of interfering with fre
trade in money ; but, on the other, there is the necessity, when the contest i
between a shrewd class and an ignorant one, of taking some measures for th
protection of the latter. Whether the Government can permanently preserv:
the independence of the peasantry, can protect land against capital, is a dispute
question, but one occupying constant and earnest attention.

While to permit frequent transfers of land for debt is generally held in Indi
to be impolitic, the Bombay Government are not oblivious of another sec
of the question. The rise of a class of monied landlords is not to be r  .tted

_provided they attain their position by fair purchase, and not by abr  of th

law. Such owners will be more capable of undertaking & super . style ¢

farming, and will eventually, it is to be hoped, be able to ex eriment i
agriculture.

The favourable view taken in the previous year by the Punjab Governmer
of the transfers of land in that province is confirmed in the year under review
The Lieutenant Governor expressed his conviction on the former occasiol
that the "transfers which are taking place do not exceed; or indeed nearl
equal, the number which may safely accompany the development of wealt
M a country which is in backward circumstances, The Financial Commis
sioner of the province was of opinion that a natural and healthy proces
was going onwhich should on no account be interfered with. Further special
inquiries have been made into the matter, from which it appears that durin
1874-5 there were 5,952 cases of sale, of which all but 341 were voluntary; i
other words, that only one proprietor out of 540 parted with his land. STh
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aggregate area of land sold was 79,750 acres, being 13,895 acres less than that INDEBTEDNESS OF
sold ip 1873-4 ; the amount was in the proportion of about four-fifths of an THE CuLrivatiNe

acre per square mile of assessed area, and about 2% acres per square mile of
land actually cultivated.

Moreover, the bulk of the land sold passed into the hands, not of money-
lenders, but of agriculturists, at an average price of 27 years’ purchase of the
Government land revenue. The total area under mortgage at the close of the
year did not exceed 13 acres per square mile of assessed area. In the Mooltan
Division, where the greatest proportion of cultivated land is in mortgage, 85
per cent. of the cultivated area was unencumbered.

Another advantage as regards this provinceis that the impolicy of permitting
too rapid or wholesale dispossession from hereditary lands has from the first
been recognised by the Administration, and special restrictions exist which are
not common to other parts of India. The Lieutenant Governor is of opinion
that to increase those restrictions, while it woyld fail to teach prudence to the
improvident, would operate to depreciate the value of land as a security, and to
raise still higher the rate of interest, while it would also tend to destroy the

‘habit of self-reliance and industry which characterises many of the cultivating

races of the Punjab, and which is one great cause of its agricultural
prosperity.

In a “Report on Current Rates of Interest on Loan Transactions in the
Punjab,” the Financial Commissioner makes the following remarks :—

“ The rate of interest charged to agriculturists is generally higher than that

¢ charged to other borrowers. It is stated in some of the reports, and it is

“ no doubt generally true, that the rate of interest varies according to the social

LASS.

“ position and respectability of the borrower and the nature of the security .

“ offered. This general assertion does not, however, apply to cases where the
“ security of land is taken. The returns of transfer of lands submitted with

,.* the Annual Revenue Report show that the value of land is steadily increasing,

“ and it is @ matter of notoriety that there is a general desiré among all classes of
% the people to acquire land. Notwithstanding this the interest charged upon

““ loans granted on the security of land does not decrease with the increasing

* value of the security.

“ The Deputy Commissioners of Lahore, Mooltan, and Rawulpindee ascribe
‘ the high rate of interest charged on loans made on the security of land to the
“ difficulty of obtaining possession of the land if the loan is not repaid. This is
“ no doubt one reason, and another may be found in the general poverty and
“ improvidence of agriculturists. To these reasons must be added the absence
“ of competition among village money-lenders. The Financial Commissioner
“ believes that an agriculturist who has dealings with a village money-lender
¢ (and this is universally the case) cannot open an account with another money-
“ lender, and transfer his dealings to him, however much he may desire to do
“ so. It would be contrary to the custom of the money-lenders to compete in
¢ this way for clients, and to do so would cause bitter animosity.
_ “If another class of money-lenders could be induced to enter into business of
“ this kind, the Financial Commissioner believes that the rate of interest to
“ agricultural borrowers might be lessened, while at the same time the lenders
‘ might obtain very good interest on the money lent.”

In the Central Provinces there was & decrease in the number of compulsory
registrations, as compared with the previous year, from 8,044 to 7,663. This
points to the satisfactory circumstance that indebtedness among the agricul-
tural classes was not spreading. From most districts it is reported that, owing
to two successive good harvests and to a large export of produce, agriculturists
have been less pressed for money, and have not been forced to raise money on
bonds in which they mortgaged their holdings as security for the loan. ‘

" In the Hyderabad Assigned Districts land paying revenue to Government was
brought under attachment in execution of decrees in 1,042 cases. Of these, in

261 cases alienation was effected ; in 166, sale of land was recommended ; in 72,
land was actually sold. : '

The Resident thinks that the number of cases in which actual sale followed
attachment is not such as to inspire anxiety, especially as possession of land in
406. ' D3
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Berar “partakes more of a mercantile speculation than of a sentimental
¢ attachment to the soil.” .

It is also noticed that in this province the money-lenders, owing to difficulties
in the execution of decrees, are becoming more cautious in granting loans, a
fact which is not to be regretted, considering how much borrowed money is
wasted in marriage and other ceremonies.

The Government estates in Bengal, which from various causes are copstantly
being added to, amounted in 1874-5 to 8,164 square miles, representing a rental
of about 186,000 /. In these estates the Government endeavours to illustrate
the principles which it impresses on other landowners. Tenant rights of all
degrees are recorded and respected, and 3; per cent. of the rental is set aside
for current improvements. ]

So also in the case of Wards’ estates. The ward, on taking possession, gene-
rally finds that the income has been augmented, and often that debts and
encumbrances have been cleared off. The amount of land under this manage-
ment was nearly 3,300 square miles, with a rental of nearly three-quarters
of a million sterling. The care of Government extends to the wards them-
selves, for whom a good education is provided at Calcutta.

In Madras there were 29 Wards' estates under management. With a few
exceptions the bebaviour of the minors was good, and their educational progress
fair.

There are no Government estates i? Bombay. The Wards' estates num-
bered 56, none of them of any great value. Most of the minors are receiving 3
suitable education ; their estates are being released from encumbrances, and &
balance is usually accumulated which is paid over on the heirs coming of

age.

)

The estates in the Punjab of which the proprietary right is vested in the

Government amount in area to 15,763 square miles, and yield a revenue of

67,5421. There are also private estates in which the Government collects its

revenues direct from the cultivators. The number of estates under the Court
of Wards was reduced from 34 in 1873 to 31 in 1874.

There is a large number of estates in the North-West Provinces held by
Government as confiscated properties, or escheats. About 120 villages, or
portions of villages, have come into this category, chiefly through the rebellion
of the proprietors in 1857, but in some cases by order of the criminal courts.
The number of the former is constantly diminishing, as they are sold or given
as rewards whenever a fitting opportunity occurs, and in the course of the year
as many as 30, with an income of nearly 1,900 /., passed out of the hands of
the Government, but it will probably be very long ere the whole of them are
disposed of. :

Besides the above, other estates come temporarily under Government manage-
ment, on account of arrears of revenue, and in other cases it devolves on the
Government to assume the duties of landlord in the absence of any person with
a sufficiently clear proprietary title. '

Sixty-seven estates, yielding a gross income of 179,545 1., were managed by
the Court of Wards during the year. Of these estates, 44 were encumbered
with debts, amounting in the aggregate to 385,481/, when they were first
placed under its charge. By the close of the year 1873-4, debts amounting to
187,712 L., besides interest, had been paid off, and 13 had been entirely freed from
their encumbrances. The expenditure during 1874-5 on improvements
amounted to 6,831 /., and that on wells, tanks, embankments, and other works
of irrigation was 5,4857. All the minors who are old enough are being educated.

The practice of farming villages to resident cultivators in preference to
strangers, which was at one time confined to the Benares and Allahabad
Divisions, has been extended to other parts with marked success, and with no
less advantage to the estates than to the peasantry, for while the latter are
protected, the former escape the deterioration that must result from the depres-
sion of a rack-rented tenantry.

‘ PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF INDIA, 1874-5. 3

- In Oude, there were in all 78 estates under direct management, with a gross
rental of nearly 4000007 Most of these estates came under Government
supervision owing to the proprietors, after years of extravagance and mis-

‘management, finding themselves hopelessly involved ; and it has been a work of

great difficulty to introduce anything like order into them. At the close of the
year the prospects of the greater number of them were promising. Advantage
has been taken of the legal right of the Government in some villages to create
an occupancy right in favour of some of the resident cultivators, who are secured

in their holdings subject to the payment of rent, which is fixed for the period of
settlement. .
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which happily were not realised. In the Benares and Allahabad Division
T o . S Srasowns ax
cotton and indigo suffered from the ill-timed distribution of the rain, and the CPRAOSI?:.Q o

V. autumn sowings of 1873 were below the average; but in the central and upper
districts the spring l.larvests were unusually good, in the former owing in
AGRICULTURE. . Ig:i;ast measure to irrigation from the Ganges Canal, in the latter Yo seasonable
zl:t:;sr(;Ns AND The rainfall of 1874 in Bengal was moderate, but was happily d‘IStrlb“ted’ The northern parts of Oude suffered from the unseasonable rains of the Oude
Bengal, and the out-turn of the crops was, generally speaking, above the average. former year, and remissions of revenue and relief works were found necessary .
The rubbee, which was being reaped when the year 1874-5 .opened, was a The distress was to some extent counterbalanced by the brisk demand bfro}.
deficient crop over all the northern districts, but after this the seasons were Bengal for food grains, and the consequent high prices. The rains of 1874—12
propitious. The rains set in early in June, and were eagerly taken advantage were much more propitious ; they commenced eariy We;'e abund(ant and were
of, people leaving the relief works in thousands to prepare .the gr_ound for the equally distributed throughout the season. ’ . ’
rice crop. 'The rains continyed to fall freely up to the middle of July, and by The Central Proi i . . .
that time a good autumn crop was seeured. ) each v n dra (I]‘O‘mces being a purely z}gr.u:ultural country, their prosperity, Central Provinces.
But the winter rice, the main staple of North and East Tirhoot, was far from o vear, depends on t.he monsoon. This, in 1874, set in early in June, after
being safe. August is the month during which this rice is transplanted, and ree r}l:onths of exceptionally hot weather. Rain continued to fall in abund-
without heavy rain transplanting is impossible. The rains, which had be_gun anceﬂt ml'llgk? .fh;ly and August, and in a less degree in the two following
go propitiously, ceased,suddenly about the middle of July, and from then right mon llls.d‘ e fall for the whole province exceeded the average, but it was un-
through August and up to the beginning of September no rain fell in Tirhoot, equally distributed. In most of the rice-growing districts a good harvest was
and very little in Sarun and South Chumparun, Towards the end of August secpred 3 1n Chanfia there was promise of a good crop, but it was damaged by
the prospect seemed very gloomy. The seedlings were beginning to wither in apl insect. Jowari and cotton generally suffered from excess of moisture, but
the nurseries,and in ancther week or ten days transplantation would have been oil-seeds and other spring crops turned out well. On the whole, the year was
impossible. Happily the rain came in time, and only just in time, to save the °"§n°f plenty, and prices were lower than for several years past. .
crops. A heavy and universal downpour in September made everything safe, e c.ereglis occupy 86 per cent. of the total area; and of that portion rice
and it became obvious that the famine was over ; and accordingly, in October, approp 1.‘1ates. 31, wheat 26, and all other food grains 43 per cent. Wheat
orders were issued for the breaking up of famine establishments and closing all 15 grown umversally, but mainly in Hoshungabad, where it is of the very
relief operatious. hlghles_t‘ quality, and in Saugor and Jubbulpore. Oil-sceds are the next prin-
There are in Behar and Northern Bengal very large areas of culturable waste cipal evop, and are produced more or less in all districts of the province.
land which would be available for the surplus population of parts of the former™ e decision to construct a railway from Chutteesgurh to Nagpore, the
province. Statistics have been called for to show the proportion of cultivated - necefsxty for which had been strongly urged by the Chief Commissioner in the
to waste land, and whether the population, allowing for a normal rate of in- previous year, was not taken till after the close of the year under report.
crease, can be supported for some time to come by bringing waste lands under Chutteesgurh is the granary of that part of Central India, but there
. cultivation. :; r?: preserlxt t];o outlet for its resources except by cart and f)ack bullock
age. Inthe pre ; . e e
Madras. The season in most parts of the Madras Presidency was decidedly favourable, is said to be nlexlzl‘ﬁtsgnitrfl;‘grsriri)slza?c:;g:}]c ultural de\;(?lop%?xxt in this district
although the rains were not as evenly distributed as usual. Some damage to its wealth of surplus food prevénts el comparative difficulty of access
resulted from the occurrence of heavy floods. Wurda bei > P s any larger area in the valley of the
a being put uqdex cotton, for which it is eminently fitted, and for which
Bombay. In Bombay the rainfall of 1874 was unusually heavy, but the season was, a demand would spring up which would make its production highly remuner-
upon the whole, favourable, and in many parts crops were above the average. ative. What it has been possible to do in improving the road communica-
The area under cultivation in the Presidency proper showed a tendency to con- tion has been done by the Local Administration, as will appear in the section
tract, while in Sind it was very largely extended. The ground which has been on Pusric Works (p. 46.) ' ' )
abandoned is comparatively unproductive, and it is believed that the cheap Much attention has been paid to horticulture in the Central Provinces
prices at which the commoner grains sell do not leave a sufficient surplus to The attempts to acclimatize forcign plants have resulted in partial success. Rhea
the cultivators. High prices, in former years, stimulated the desire to secure grass is found to be suited to this part of the country. During the year t‘he
large crops, without sufficient attention being paid to the manuring of the first flower-show took place in the Horticultural Society’s Garden. The pri
ol ’ a\fv?{de;lb were .libe(i'al enough to tempt a large competition, but t.he ignolx)‘m?gése
‘Punjab, There was a splendid spring harvest in the Punjab, following on the season- gibitlsrs (;llfctthzlm:ft z(;} ;ﬁe&ll\?ht-s}mws \lnzas marked by the total absence of ex-
' able tains of 1873, but in the autumn harvests there was, in most parts of the ; bt . ative public, and competition was therefore chiefly
] A ¢ A ” confined to the European community. There were several imen:
province, & considerable falling off, the rainfall of 1874 having been geuerally of flowe oo o AN ¢ several very good specimens
er and vegetable growths exhibited. The show was to be '
very scanty. Lo i : i following year. S repeated in the
'he area annually brought under cultivation during the last few years is .
shown in the following table:— hT:l: t<ii‘0p§ in Berar were, on the .whole‘a, very fair. In the Buldana district, Berar,
Aeres. whe e rainfall was partial, the rice crops were a failure, and 78 vill
1871-72 - - - - - - 17928140 there was almost a total loss of crops. » G An 78 villages
1872-73 - - = - = - 19771986 The area under cultivation in this province increased durine ti
1873-74 - - - - - 19,724,540 by 187,743 acres. In Akola 95°5 per cent. of the culturable a 2 oW thdlon
1874-75 - - - - - - 19,968,976 the plough. Of the total cultivation, dry crops cover 98'5 perrsgnlts pow under
There was an universal fall of prices, partly resulting perhaps from increased The two chief produc.ts are jowari and cotton. The cultivation of tobacco
cultivation, but chiefly from the cessation of demands from Bengal for food and of opium was on the increase, though still of small dimensions,
grains. _ The rainfall in Coorg was an ‘unusually heavy one, and caused so o
_ North-West Pro-  In the North-West Provinces the rainfall was nearly three inches less than that to the “ragi ” crops in the north of the province, and to the ‘30&@@11(13(:'03: I'mzlbl: Coorg:
vinces. of any year since 1868-9. The year began with fears of serious scarcity, paddy crop, however, was a good one, and the rise in the price of rice, as’well

as the abundant rain, led to a large extension of this cultivation
406. '
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In British Burma, the rainfall, though below the average of the previous five
years, was evenly distributed throughout the monsoon months, and the harvest
was a very good one. ]

The area byought under cultivation during the year showed an increase of
10-77 per cent. In the area under rice the increase was 240,005 acres, or
11-64 per cent. The abnormal demands of the previous year from Bengal both
stimulated cultivation and raised prices, and much difficulty was found in the
year under review in bringing the latter down again to their proper level.
In the cultivation of tobacco, sugar-cane, and cotton tht‘-,re was a decrease.

The crops in the Karen country had since 1870 suffered annually from the
ravages of rats. In the commencement of 1874 it was found that the scqrmty:
had. become serious, and relief in money and paddy was distributed.  LEvery

* inducement was held out to the people to proceed to Tonghoo for employment,
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Bombay.
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AGRICULTURAL
Stock.
Bombay.

but with little success, until they were compelled to yiel(} to necessity. ?lle
rats had not returned during the last season, and it is estimated that, with im-
munity from further ravages, 10,000!. will cover the total expenditure. No
deaths from actual starvation were reported,although the mortality was excessive,
owing to innutritious-diet before the migration to Tonghoo.

The experimental farms established in Bengal during recent years have not
answered their expectatious, and it has not been found possible to maintain
them. The real need in this direction i believed by Sir R. Temple to be the
gradual education of the rising generation in all that relates to scientific agri-
culture, agricultural chemistry, &ec., and with this object it is in contemplation
to found an agricultural college in Behar. .

The model and experimental farms at Sydapet are the only Government in-
‘stitutions in the Madras Presidency for the development of agriculture. At the
latter, various experiments were made during the year in the breeding of live
stock, and with much promise of success. The working of the model farm W
financially a failure.

It was in contemplation to inaugurate a school of agrienlture at Sydapet., as
it is found that example is not sufficient to influence the race of agriculturists,
and that practical training is necessary for this purpose.

The Bonbay Government have come to the conclusion that model farms are
of much service in improving materials at- hand, and in furnishing statistics
with reference to the cost of production of different varieties of crops and the
profits of the cultivator, and collecting information that may eventually form
the basis of a popular manual for general clrculation; but that experiments in-
voiving any considerable outlay of capital are difficult of success. Stch crops
as are capable of being produced in this Presidency do not repay extraordinary
labour or the use of expensive manures, and machinery requires considerable
modification before it can be profitably worked with bullock power on a small
holding.

The operations at the Nagpore Model Farm were not productive of any very
valuable results, and though some experience may have bgen gained, it was

acquired at considerable cost. A small irrigation project was nearly completed,”

and it was confidently hoped that better results would be obtained another
year.

Successful efforts have heen made in Bombay by the agency of Government
staliions to improve the hreed of horses. A great di'ticulty to tontend against
is the constant deterioration caused by the number of miserable but entire
animals found all over the country. The farmers are quite alive to the value of
the stud horses provided by Government, and resort to them freely. Scven shows
were held duving the year, which were well attended and fully appreciated.
Cat le shows were less succes-ful, owing to the cheap value of eattle gencrally,
and the little usc they are put to. The stock of cattle, shecp, and goats has
steadily increased. But nuinbers are by no means a satisfactory test, aud often
where animals are most plentiful they are most neglected and valueless. _lhe
limitation of the grazing area of late ycars has led to a better style of feeding;
bit cattle disease was, as usual, very prevalent ; shecp and cattle receive little
attention, and the breeds have sunk to the lowest possible point.

Aunimal food is hardly at all used.by the Natives in Bombay; and the value
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set upon agricultural stock is not sufficiently high to encourage much expendi-
ture in the direction of rearing a better class of animal.

In Dharwar, where formerly numbers of nearly useless animals were allowed
to roam at pleasure, they are now very usually stall-fed, and none are kept beyond
actual requirement. It is hoped that the natural enhancement of the price of
stock that will probably follow will draw more attention to cattle breeding, and
to the systematic preparation of manures.

Efforts were made in the Punjab to improve the breed of both horned cattle
and sheep, by the introduction of bulls and rams of superior breeds from the
Hissar Cattle Farm. o

Three new cattle fairs were started during the year with some success, making

AcGricurTURaL
Stock,

Punjab.

with those previously established, 15 such fairs, at which the total number of *

cattle brought for sale was 186,315, against 174,773 in the previous year, and
121,754 in 1872-3.

In British Burma both live and dead stock of every kind increased, especially
the former, and this notwithstanding the prevalence of cattle disease, which in
the Rangoon district alone carried off 11,661 head of cattle. The veterinary
surgeon who is specially employed in the province says that mortality among
the cattle will always be great until the people learn the importance of taking
care of them. There was a remarkable advance in the number of ploughs from
253,472 to 383,976. -

Exhibitions took place at the head-quarter stations, and upwards of 600 .
was distributed as prizes.
* An agricultural show was held during the year in Northern Arakan, at which
rizes were competed for by chiefs of savage tribes. Two of the principal
hamie chiefs were on the committee for awarding prizes. In almost every
class there were several exhibitors.

“he area cultivated with cotton in Madras, as compared with the preceding

year, was .diminishe.ad by 189,366 acres; the decrease was chiefly due to the
falling off in the price of the article.

The area under cotton in British territory in the Bombay Presidency increased

by 51,101 acres, but in Native States (principally Kutch) it decreased by 87,655
acres.

There was an increase of 46,447 acres in the area unde
while that under exotic cotton was less by 83,001 acres.

In theyformer, the area and the estimated out-turn exceeded the average of
thg four preceding years by 396,559 acres and 97,661 cwts. respectively.

I'he largest increase in the acreage and in the yield was in the Hyderabad
Collectorate, where the latter is said to have reached 287-19 Ibs, per acre. In

other parts of Sind there was ‘a considerable falling off, owing to heavy floods
in the chief cotton-growing districts.

Dharwar-saw-ginned cotton was on the whole of
complaints have been made of the injury to the fibre arising fr
. . g from want of proper
attention to the state of the gins. In Khandesh cotton a decided ilnprm!emgnt
was noticed, while that of BLroach continued to hold the highest place in the
market.
Some successful experiments in growing cotton w
ome lents g cotton were made on the Government
modd{ax:ms. At Salaru (1p Sind) a yield of 473 1bs, per acre of clean cotton
v;las ](g) till.lfled; much of this success was considered to be owing to the use of
t .ed ng 1lsh plough,_ and the decper moving of the soil.  American cotton also
El?t-uifi( a l.lfeavyt ylt;l(ll, but at a financial loss ; it is believed, however, that its
witivation, 1t extended, would prove remunerative, as the superior stan
ensure its finding a better market. ’ perior staple would
In the Punjab
but the out-turn

r indigenous cotton,

approved quality, although

> the area under cotton cultivation increased during the year
Was poor, and the prices realised were low.
. Tl}e 011}y cotton in the Central Provinces h
is raised in the champaign country of Na
are produced in other districts.

The area under cott
400,

aving any commercial reputation
gpore and Wurda ; inferi iti
g a5 inferior qualities

on in Berar increased by 82,912 acres.
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Cotton is grown in considerable quantities on the Kooladan and Pee rivers
in Northern Arakan, and is largely exported to the Akyab district. Its cultiva-
tion was being extended- The ordinary hill cotton is inferior to the Egyptian
in staple, fibre, and texture, but it yields a much larger crop, and it has been
reported by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to be somewhat superior to ordi-
nary Bengal cotton. It is a hardy annual, and requires little cultivation.

The following are extracts from an interesting Note on the culiivation of rice
by Licutenant Ottley, Assistant to the Chief Eungineer, Irrigation Branch,
Bengal:—

NoOTE ON RICE STATISTICS.
* L - . * » » L g

Rice is grown more or less in many countries; in America, in th(; sogth of TFrance,
in Spain, Piedmont and Lombardy, in Egypt, on thq west coast of Africa, in the ] Islnn}ls
of Bourbon, Mauritius and Madagascar; but the rice continent of.the wqud.xs Asia,
and in Asia, British India is pre-eminent as the territory where rice cultivation most
prospers. . . )

The largest crop ever known to be raised in America was in 1847, when it reached
51,893 tons ; since then it has decreased, and in 1873 was only 14,294 tons, of which
10,932 tons were exported. Italy in 1867 exported 85,191 tons, and S[]min in 1866
exported 8,975 tons; but these amounts are insiggn.ﬁcant \yhcn compared with the exports
of Asia generally and especially with those of British India.

* - L4 » L4 L4 * L

American rice, from the careful cultivation to which it has been subjected, has
acquired 2 quality far finer than that of any other rice. Persistent efforts have been made
by the Indian Government to introduce the Carolina varieties into India, but hitherto
with only moderate success. On this point Sir George Campl)ell, in his Administration
Report for 1872-3, writes thus :—“E
 water is necessary, and instructions have now been issued that the seed should be sown on
“ our canals, and duly irrigated. Carolina rice is much more highly priced in the market
< than ordinary rice, and it may be that with command of water we shall be able to realise
¢ from the cultivation of Carolina rice much that is now sunk on canals.”

L * L - L . . L ]

The following figures may be uscful as showing the immense importance of rice
cultivation. Rice is the principal article of diet over Bengal proper, and among Bengalees
is often the only food caten ; pulses, fish, vegetables, oil, salt, spices, and other condiments
are only added to give the rice a relish. It is generally admitted that the comsumption
varies from grds to fths of a seer per head per giem. The population of Bengal and
Orissa amounts to 44,913,305 souls; this number therefore at {;‘r(ll)s of a scer per diem, or
six maunds per head per annum, require nearly 270 million maunds of rice. 8ln RBehar,
rice is still the principal food crop, though among the poorer classes, and especially in the
district of Sarun, maize and barley arc in a great degrec the food of the people. * *
The population of Behar is 19,736,101 souls, and allowing 3 maunds of rice per head per
annum, we require nearly 60 million maunds of rice. ]icixgnl and Behar together, there-
fore, consume about 330 million maunds of rice yearly, or say 12} million tons of rice;
add to this an export of half a million tons, and two million tons for seed grain and waste,
and the total requirements amount to nearly 15 million tons of rice per annum, or say 574
million maunds of paddy. An article in the * Indian Economist,” taking the consumption
at §the of a seer per head per diem, and allowing that amount for Behar, as well as
Bengal and Orisea, arrived at-a total requirement of nearly 20 million tons of rice, or say
765 million maunds of paddy. Both these calculations exclude the reserves which must
be stored, and deal only witi: the actual yearly hand-to-mouth consumption. Taking the
lower of the two estimates, the area yearly under rice probably amounts to from 30 to 40
million acres, or say from 60 to 80 thousand square miles; unfortunately, there is no
reliable information obtainable on this point in any district, so that it is difficult to arrive
at even an approximation to the area under rice cultivation.

- L ] L2 % - L] »

Rice being the staple food crop of Bengal, it isimportant to ascertain as nearly as may
be the average out-turn per acre. Regarded also from a canal officer’s point of view, it 13
important to ascertain the average out-turn of each description of soil, so that he may be
able to estimate, more or less correctly, the influence of irrigation on the out-turn.

& . . L] L » . .
The conclusions which I draw from a very careful study of a mass of statistics on
this subject are as follow :—

1st. That very good land in very exceptional years will give an out-turn of 48 maunda
per acre, and in such exceptional places as Hidgellee even as much as 54 maunds.

or Carolina rice cultivation an artificial supply of .
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2nd. That the out-turn of the same land in an ordinarily good year may range frem Rics

36 to 40 maunds per acre.

3rd. That the out-turn of erdinarily fair low land in a really good year may range
from 30 to 36 maunds.

4th, That this same land on an average of say ten years will give a yearly out-turn
of from 18 to 24 maunds.

5th. That poor ~ lhigh sandy land will give in a good year 18 maunds.

6th. That the sume land on an average of say ten years will give a yearly out-turn
of 12 or 13 maunds.

7th. That the average out-turn for a number of years of all classes of land will be
about 15 maunds per acre.

These conclusions have reference only to crops depending on the rainfall or irri-
gated from sources the supply of which is not assured, and it appears to me that a never-
failing supply of canal water would eliminate the unfavourable years, and would thus raise
the average yearly out-turn of the irrigated crops from 15 maunds to between 24 and 30,
according asthe lower or higher estimate of a favourable out-turn is accepted.

* * * L J L - . L

Doubts having been frequently expressed as to the value of, or necessity for, irri
gation for rice crops, a great number of experiments to ascertain the out-turn of irrigated
and unirrigated crops were carried out in 1873 by Mr. Apjohn in the Midnapore district,
The results may be here briefly stated thus. The unirrigated lands gave an out-turn of
about one-fifth of a bumper crop, lands irrigated in October and November gave nearly
half a bumper crop, and lands irrigated from June and July gave six-sevenths of a
bumper crop. The crops irrigated from the beginning of the season exceeded in value
the altogether unirrigated ones by Rs. 16 per acre, the value being obtained from the
selling price of the paddy and straw on the ground.

Now, inasmuch as the year (1873) in which these experiments werc made was one
of deficient rainfall, the comparison is decidedly favourable to the canals and unfavour-
able to the unirrigated crops, and this proportion of out-turn, viz., 4% to 1, cannot, and will
not, hold in ordinary years.

This much, however, may be safely inferred—firstly, that in bad seasons the canal
irrigated crop will be say 4} times better than the unirrigated one; and secondly, that in
ordinary years the canal irrigated crop will compare with the unirrigated one as 6 to 5 at
least ; this increase may not appear great when merely one acre is considered, but becomes

of vital importance when the area of cultivation is reckoned in hundreds of thousands of
acres.

The experiments made in Bengal with Carolina rice were not more successful
than in the preceding year, and it is not proposed to repeat them, except under
experience and scientific supervision. Only two officers speak favourably of the
culture of this rice. They are of opinion that Carolina rice can be grown
successfully in any ground, and that it will give as good a return as any of the

more hardy native varieties, but that, until by repeated trials a course of culti-.

vation suited to the soil has been fixed, the cultivators are not likely to take to
it. An important feature noticed in the cultivation is that this rice takes
less time to come to maturity than any other kind, and that, if sown broadcast
in an average soil, it will be the first to shoot into ear, and will be ready for
cutting before any other kind ; but that, when it is transplanted, this quality
does not become so apparent as when sown broadcast early in the season.

Carolina rice was again grown with success in Rutnagherry in Bombay. The
Natives prefer it as yielding a larger and heavier grain, and occasionally a
second crop. Arable land being scarce, these qualities are appreciated.

Seed was distributed to the rice-growing districts of the Punjab, and the
crops produced were very fair, but the complaint made by the people is that the
grain, though large, is brittle, and that, as it breaks in the husking under the
Native process, it is useless for sale.

Carolina rice succeeds well in the North-West Provinces, and does not
require so much irrigation as the indigenous kinds. The difficulty of re-

moving the husk is however an objection prominently pointed out by Native
cultivators. )

Chinchona operations in Sikkim contin}xed to be very successful. The
number of trees planted out during 1874-5 was 385,000 (of which 310,000
were the red bark variety), bringing up the total number in the permanent
plantations to 2,765,000. " The red bark trees were in good condition. Though
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this bark is not so rich in quinine as the yellow variety, it apparently yields a
greater quantity of alkaloid, which is an equally efficacious febrifuge. L

Some experiments were made during the year in taking bark by Mr. MIvor’s
mossing process. Sufficient time had not elapsed fox: reporting decidedly, but
it did not seem to promise well. The result of coppicing, on the other hand,
was quite satisfactory. )

Tl?e inquiries of ythc Government quinologist have r.esulted in a cheap
and efficient method of extracting the febrifugal alkaloids from chinchona
bark.

The area of land in the Nilgherry Hills under chinchona is about 31,0()()
acres, and of this a large portion consists of Government plantations, lbut there
are also extensive private plantations. The manufacture of amorphous lqu.t-
nine having ceased in August 1875, all the bark is now dispatched tor‘ls:'L e 13
the London market. During the year 28,659 lbs. of mpssed bark were 'b?lplt)lee
to England, and the prices averaged about 4 5. per lb. ; in the previous year th
average was below 3 s. per lb.

After a 10 years’ trial it has been decided to abandon the attempt to raise
chinchona plantations on the Mahableshwar Hill, the climate being unsuitable
for such cultivation.

There are two plantations in Mysore. One of them was reported to contain
30,526 trees of different ages; thebark, however, was of an mfenor .kmd,
although it was found efficient in checking ordinary mild cases of intermittent
fever. The other plantation, extending over 49,000 square yards, contains
entirely C. succirubra plants, the bark of which has been favourably reported
on by Mr. Broughton.

[
The cultivation of chinchona in the Sittang Division of British Burma was

carried on with success. There were at the close of the year 19,234 plants~ ~

growing well ; a further area of 30 acres, to receive from 20,000 to 25,000
seedlings, had been prepared; and the nurseries contained 46,823 I.)lfmts. The
Government of India have decided not to manufacture quinine in British Burma,
and also prefer that the extension of the cultivation should be carried out
through the agency of the Karens, and they have accordingly suggested that
four Karen youths should be sent to the Sikkim plantations to be trained in
the work.

The cultivation of tea is rapidly spreading in those districts of Bengal which
are suited to the cultivation of the plant. The amount of the out-turn, though
falling far short of the sanguine expectations of the first days of tea planting, is
now amply remunerative, and the prices obtained in the nmrlg*? show that the
average quality is good. The Jindustry is indeed In an iphmtvly better and
safer position now than it was 10 years ago. The cultivation has cnormously
extended, and the gardens are, as a rule, well filled with plants, highly culti-
vated, and carefully managed.

The Native labourers are well treated by the European planters, and are
generally contented ; the best of them come from Nepal, and bear a good
character for industry and aptitude. . -

There were 26 new gardens opened in the Darjecling district ; the inerease
of area under eultivation was 3,193 acres, and the increase of out-turn was
971,201 1hs.  The average yield of an acre was about 325 s 'in l_87:2 it was
about 256 1bs.  The average quality of the Darjecling tea was inferior to that
of some other districts, but it is believed that this fact has been rvcpgnisvd by
many of the leading planters, and that improvement may be l()()lgv(.l for, -

Tiie field for expansion of teu cultivation is stated to be indefinitely large in
the long tract at the foot of the Darjeeling Hills, and there is also still room for
increase in the Chittagong Hills and in Chota Nagpore.

No soil that has yet been explored appears to have proved better adapted for
the growth of the tea plant than that of the Western Dooars.

The tea plant was introduced on the Nilghefry Hills abont 40 years ago, but
it is only during recent years that-any real progress has been m:}de in t.hc
cultivation, which now covers nearly 2,000 acres. The China variety, with
which the oldest estates are planted, is the most hardy, but grows slowly,_nnd
produces very little leaf ; the Assam variety, on the other hand, grows rapidly,

- private firm for the conduct of o
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and is a large producer of leaf, but it requires a sheltered situation on a rich
fertile soil. The cross hetween the two is the most generally useful.

The private cultivation of tea in the North-West Provinces progresses ;
the out-turn for the season was 1,217,975 lbs.

Not less than 13,000 acres of land on the Nilgherries are now under coffee
plantations, whereas 20 years ago the area did not exceed 500 acres. This
great increase is entirely the result of private enterprise, and the industry is a

benefit to the neighbourhood by the large employment of labour which it
involves. '

Allusions to the coffee crops of Mysore and Coorg will be found at pages 90
and 33 respectively. g

o9
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Tobacco is grown extensively throughout Bengal. The Poosah farm is now Tosacco.
being utilised by the Government for experiments in the cultivation of tobacco Bengal.

and coffee ; and it was intended to obtain the services of an experienced curer,

practically acquainted with the Manilla method of manufacture, to cure the
crop of the next season.- o

The tobacco grown in Madras is of inferior quality, owing mainly to the great Madras.

demand for the coarse article. This must apparently remam so until the Native
growers can be convinced that the production of a better article secures higher
profits.  The existing defects in curing arise from want of capital. The Govern-
ment have determined, while giving publicity to all that has been written on
the subject, to leave the matter entirely to private enterprise.

The relinquishment of the Government Stud lands at Ghazeepore in the North-
West Provinces afforded an opportuniey for an

the culiivation of tobacco, and an arrangement has been entered into with a

: perations under the supervision of a skilled
American curer.

_ The cultivation of tobacco is carried on almost all over the Central Provinces
in small richly manured patches near village sites. 'Ihe quality of the indi-
genous varieties is considered inferior, especially by foreigners. The distribution
of foreign tobacco seed has had no satisfactory results. Few agriculturists will
undertake the cultivation owing to the risk of failure in the after-process of
preparing the leaf for market. )

An experiment in the Model Farm was made with Virginian and Burma seed.
The returns were 390 and 340 lbs, respectively per acre, and the quality of the
leaf apporently good, but the Superintendent reported that to Native taste the

flavour was weak, and this was attributed to the plants being cultivated on

cotton soil, .

Tobacco is grown throughout the Arakan Hill Tracts. There is no tax there on
land under tobacco cultivation, and, owing to the tranquillity of the district
new land is being gradually taken up on certain streams, where, a year or two
ago, people dared not live for fear of raids. The export is therefore increasing
every year; but the actual quantity is not known. It is stated that during

1874 there were 4,000 acres under tobacco cultivation, and that each acre yielded

from flour to five maunds, which would give a total crop of 16,000 to 20.000
maunnas., ’

Q Y g 2R ) 3
Several experiments appear to have been made in former years with different

vnnetlﬁ? of lfl\merican tobacco seed, but until 1874 with no success. Inthat vear
some Manilla seed was obtaine ' ne!
some Man Vf 7‘ ‘_s ((:bt‘uned from Rangoon, and turned out exceedingly
11, caves measuring three feet by one. Some seed was obtained from
this crop, and sown again the next year with equal success. It is hoped that
with care, this industry muy become a most valuable one, ’

The indigo crop of 1874 in Bengal was one of the worst on record, which
was chiely owing to the drought in Tirhoot, Sarun, and Chumparun T’he dis
content which once prevailed amongst the ryots in connection vv.'ith indicr-
cultlx'athn has much abated, though it has not wholly ceased In B i (i
Proper.the area under cultivation is much reduced ; in Behar, on fh'e oth }tl‘ncg
it has mcreas?d, and the average annual out-turn is hardlv’less than it(j I;vaszS(;
)eiffﬁ,a:o. The Native zemindars ha;;e:aken of late years to indigo planting.

North-West Pro-

experiment, on a large scale, in Vioces.
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dufihi ai'lea u-nd'er indigo in Madras was 231,454 acres, or 53,431 less than
S hg the previous year. The decrease occurred chiefly in the North and
louth Arcot districts; in the former it was due to untimely rain, and in the
atterl to the lands ordinarily planted with indigo having been cropped with
cercals. :

On the separation of Assam from Bengal, only about 120 square miles of forest
remained under the latter Administration. During 1874~5, additions were made
to the reserved area amounting to 1,347 square miles, of which 885 were in the
Soonderbuns, and 847 in Chittagong.

In determining the boundaries of these reserved forests great care was taken
to ayoid any infringement of private rights.

The sal timber, for which. Bengal has been so famous, exists largely in most
of these forest areas. Bn past days there was much unnecessary destruction
and irreparable waste of these trees, and it may be doubted whether the timber
resources of the country are now equal to its prospective demand. -

In the Darjeeling Hills the tea industry demands a large consumption, not
only of timber, but of wood for fuel. There, also, the waste of timber has been
considerable. Even within the tea estates the forests are cut down for fuel, with-
out sufficient forethought heing exercised for the preservation of some trees at
least for the purposes of reproduction. But many fine sorts of trees, besides
the sil, namely oaks, maples, laurels, magnolias, toons, and some sorts of firs
still remain. ’

The soondri trees in the Soonderbuns furnish the best wood for the hoats
which are built in such great numbers throughout Eastern Bengal, and if the
wholesale destruction of this wood had proceeded, great inconvenience would
h.ave been the result. Although the tree is of rapid growth, the best desgrip=-
tions have for many years been cut d@wn in so reckless a manner that Nye
western parts of the Soonderbuns have already been exhausted to a large (*xt('r;t

and complaints gre made that soondri logs of good quality are becoming =
: g

scarce in the market. The Bengal Government have laid down regulations that
in th'e reserved tract no soondri trees of less girth than three (:ﬂ)its shﬁll l‘e
permitted to be cut, while trees of three cubits girth and upwards will he Lallowe)d‘
to be cut on payment of half an anna per maund for the timber, and firewood
anfi‘ other forest produce will be chatged for at half the above rate. |
These regulations have heen sanctioned by the Government of India, on the
understanding that the change of system will be introduced gradually, and at
first with much consideration b those who have hitherto been in the ]’l'(l])it ‘()f
using the forest without interference or control. Great care will be’tui\'m to
prevent oppression on the part of the subordinate officials, and the rules will
be made widely known.  The fisheries are not to be interfered with, and inerease
o‘f revenue 1s not to be regarded as the main object of the scheme The
Government has also directed further inquiry into the question whether \'mm:
portion of the area might not he made availabie for reclamation, with a \'i(“v' to
the gm“‘t}% of population in the neighbouring districts. ’ l
Sir R. Temple personally urged on the Minister of Sikkim the expediency of
checking the regkless destruction by the people of the magnificent sal and pine
forests of. that State. Thousands of these trees are cut down, and replaced by
comparatively worthless crops of maize or hill rice ; and it is a common practice
with the cultivators to burn the forests of sil and pine in order that the soil
way be fcrtxhsgd by the ashes, and the labour of ploughing be saved. |
Ihe suggestions of the Lieutenant Governor were received in an intellicent
and friendly spirit, and arrangements are now in progress for the conservation
of forests in 1):L1't1(tula1' localities. Tt is helieved th&t‘, with care, they may
become a considerable source of wealth to the State, by enabling it to supply
the markets of qujeeling and Northern Bengal. \
In coursc of time there will probably arise in Darjeeling, when the local
supply Is exhausted, a great demand for fuel for the drying of tea products.

The work of selecting and demarcating forest reserves made considerable pro-
gress in all parts of the Bombay Presidency. Imthe Southern Division, except-
ing in Canara, the work was nearly complete. In Sind there was a gain of
17,120 acres of sand and mud, and a loss of 7,204 acres of land covered with
forest of more or less value. Measures have heen undertaken with a view to

render these encroachments of the Indus as little injurious as possible
)
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Some difficulty is found in preserving forest lands from undue encroachment Forests,

by cultivation ; while, on the other hand, the utmost care is taken to prevent
the rapid advance of forest conservation causing distress, and gradual are pre-

ferred to sudden measures.

The plantations were doing well in all directions. In Surat nearly 200,000
seedlings were planted out. In Canara upwards of 9,000 seedlings were trans-
planted, but the season was not favourable for the work. In the Deshnoor

lantation about 50,060 teak, mango, and other trees were firmly established,

and about 40,000 in the Dharwar reserves.

Forest demarcation progressed in the Punjab, and much was done in the way Punjab.

of sowings, and of extension of the plantation area. Arrangements were made
for the transfer in the Kangra district, under agreement gith the landowners,
of 19,650 acres of forest land as the absolute property of Government.

The Assam forests may be divided territorially as follows :—

1. The Brahmapootra valley, comprising the districts of Goalpara,
Kamroop, Darrang, Nowgong, Seebsaugor, and Luckimpore.

2. The Surma valley, comprising the Sylhet and Cachar districts. )

3. The regions under political control only, viz., the Garo Hills, Khasi
and Jynteah Hills, and Naga Hills.

The Brahmapootra valley consists of rich alluvial plains, comprising the
deposits of ages, as washed from the Himalayas on the north, and the lower
mountains, as the Garo, Khasi and Jynteah, and Naga Hills, to the south. These
alluvial plains are either but little elevated above the flood-level of the Brahma-
pootra and its tributaries, or so low that large extents of them are flooded for
three or four days once or twice in the year. Large areas are annually washed
away, through the Brahmapootra changhhg its course, and are re-formed in
different localities ; and,.as far as forests are concerned, they cannot, if occupying

_the banks of the Brahmapootra, be depended on.

The Surma valley is very similar, the whole district of Sylhet consisting
chiefly of a large alluvial plain, formed by the deposits washed from the sur-
rounding mountains, and even more subjected to inundations than the plains
of the Bralmapootra valley. The Surma and its tributaries have, however,
more permanent banks, the shifting of which is trifling compared with that of
the banks of the Brahmapootra.

‘Ihe whole provinee, except the cultivated area, may be designated as fogest,
if the Yrass lands with trees scattered over them ore or less abundantly be
included in that term. The sil forests are met with chiefly in the Garo and
the Khasi and Jynteah Hills, and in the Goalpara, Kamroop, and part of the
Nowgong and Darrang districts.

The supply of timber and other forest produce, as well as grazing grounds for
ryots, are so abundant that they are granted free, and without any necessity
of permitting access to the reserves; and this fact, together with the docility
of the people, obviates the necessity, for the present at least, of any strict forest
rules.

What is however required is that none of the better forests should be given
up for cultivation until the Government forests, both reserved and open, are
demarcated, and that this work be carried out with as much expedition as
practicable, since without this there is always great danger in Assam of
encroachment on the forests by temporary cultivation and alienation of Govern-
ment forests by sale or lease, according to the views the respective Deputy Com-
missioners take of the necessity for forest conservancy, and their knowledge of
the forests in the districts. )

Owing to the comparatively exhausted state of the Cachar forests, the small
extent of the Sylhet forests, and the absolute non-existence of forest in the
Bengal districts beyond Sylhet, it will require the greatest possible vigilance and
care to keep up the supply of timber at the rate at which it is at present being
removed by the very extensive trade which exists.

The denudation of forests on the Khasi Hills is to some extent attributable
to the extensive manufacture of charcoal used for iron-smelting.

Sufficient time has not yet elapsed for much to be reported in the way of forest
operations under this new Administration.

The area under the charge of the Forest Department in the Central Provinces
increased during the year from 1,902 to 2,323 square miles, through the transfer
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of promising tracts of jungle land, a process which it is intended shall continue
until the reserved area is considered sufficiently ureat to supply the wants of the
population. Such additions will be made gradually and not suddenly ; an oppo-
site course would necessitate immediate increase of establishiment, besides creating
discontent and distrust among the people.

The financial results for the vear in this provinee are the most favourable of
any since the formation of the department. It is chiefly from the rescrved
forests that the increased income has heen obtained.

Experiments which have been made in the propagation of lac have turned out
so far very satisfactorily. In a sclected part of the Satpura reserve the seed lac
was applied to 1,174 trees, and-the inseets had taken well, but the crop was not
due till November 1875,  Another experiment was tried in the southern forest,
but unfortunately fai®d throngh fire getting in and sweeping under the trees.
In the central forest division it is intended to gradually extend the area now
occupicd by the insect up to four or five square miles. The Conservator looks
forward with tolerable certainty to raising from this source in the course of a
few years a very considerable revenue.

The cost of collecting lac in the forest averaged Rs, 4. 1. 11. per maund, and
the price realised in the nearest market was Rs. 20 per maund. Eventually,
if the propagation succeeds, the cost of collection will be merely nominal, as the
lac would be gathered in one situation, instead of being searched for over large
forest areas as at present.

The arca of forest plantations in Berar was increased during the year by
2,390 acres. There were altogether 661 square miles of State forests, and
about 3,600 square miles of unreserved forest, which is controlled by ‘the civil
officers in charge of districts. .

The Deputy Conservator makes the following remarks in regard to the 'results
derived from the protection of forests from fire :— ' .

“ As year after year fires continue to be excluded from the above forests, the
4 beneficial effects are becoming more and more apparent. The grass on the
“ better wooded hill-sides is gradually disappearing, and the surface of the soil
“ becoming covered with leaves and other vegetable matter in various stages of
“decay. In the more open portions of the forest natural reproduction is
making steady progress; and it is satisfactory to observe that teak increases

“ almost as rapidly as other trees of less value.
* . * * * » -

[14

L4 .
“ The effects, however, of the exclusion of jungle fires arc not confined solely
“ to the vegetation of the reserve. Climatic and other changes are also taking
“ place, of which the following are examples popularly recognised.

“ The extreme heat of the hot weather is modified by increased moisture,
“ diminished radiation, and other effects of a dense and extensive undergrowth ;
“ whilst in open tracts, during the cold season, frosts are becoming common.

“ Water is now much more plentiful throughout the reserve than it was a few
“ years ago. There is scarcely a nullah of any size that does not contain a few
“ pools of water in the hot weather, whereas formerly it was the exception to
“ find wuter anywhere after February, except in the main streams.

“In former years, sudden floods used to oceur regularly in the Scepna,
“ Kapra, and Kandu rivers @it the commencement of the rains. Since 1871
“ these floods have occurred later, and with less severity year by year, which is
“attributed to the effect of the unburnt vegetation in retarding surface
“ drainage.
. * _ * » » -

¢ There is less mortality at the commencement of the rains among the cattle
“1in the reserve than in the unreserved forests. The cattle are. moreover, in
“ petter condition.  This is attributed to the cattle not being able to gorge them-
“ selves with young green grass as they do in burnt jungles.”

On the other hand, it is noticed that the climate of the reserve appears to be
becoming more unliealthy cvery year; fever and dysentery are prevalent at all
seasons, but more particularly at the end of the rains and commencement of the
cold weather. The plantations also suffer extremely from the depredations of
field rats, whose increase is no longer checked by annual fires.

There were 282 square miles of forest reserved during the year in British
Burma, making a total of 563 square miles. It is proposed to extend the area
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considerably. Teak cultivation was extended by 623 acres. The out-turn of Fogppsrs

the Government forests was 37,990 tons of teak, and 4,665 tons of other woods
The net profit of the department was 41,216 . It is expected that stricter con.
servancy of teak trees will, in future years, considerably modify the revenue
unless it can be made up from other sources. The system of permits,” under
which the best and most easily worked logs were got out in large numbers year
by year by private persons, has, with very few exceptions, been stopped, and the
forests are to be worked by direct Government agency. ’

Lac breeding was carried on successfully in the Rangoon Division. A nursery
of: three acres was established, and an additional area of 19 acres was stocked
with several thousand transplants of three to five years old, 61 per cent. of which
succeeded. From the Sittang Division 91 Ibs. of lac were sent out ; 04 1bs. were
subsequently obtained, and applied to 117 trees, on @ll of which lac had

formed.

The successful plantations of teak and cultivation of lac in the Northern

Arakan Hill Tracts show that that district is capable of considerable productive
power. - .
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VI.
PUBLIC WORKS.

As regards irrigation works in Bengal, the year was one of inqui‘ry'rather than
of rapid progress. The Soane works progressed fairly. The area irrigated from
the Orissa Canals increased from 12,571 to g:.!,459 acres ; that from the
Midnapore Canal from 36,39 to 72,318 acres, The navlgatu.m returns of the
latter are very promising. It is, however, unfortunate Fhat_ this le«:l.l is unabl.e
to maintain a constant and regular supply of water, \'vluch is most liable to fail
at the time of the year when it is most quntcd ; while, on .thc other hand, ?h}flz
canal is also exposed to very serious injury from the violent floods whic

vn from the river Cossye.

Cm’?ﬁ(ﬁ?ﬂgincering works of tl}xe Soane and Orissa Canals are stated byv th?
Lieutenant Governor to be excellent in all respects, creditable to the Gos crr;
ment service, and honourable to British skill and science. He has s.ubnnfttte}(1 é
at the request of the Government of India, a scheme for t]u'e (sompletmndof e
Orissa system, by which the Cuttack district w:ould be fairly pmt(:ct‘e‘ :}is-
drought, the means would bhe afforded of protecting a part of the Baiasor l(j ‘
trict, and a through canal navigation between Cuttack and the IHooghly ltltl
Calcutta would be opened, A portion of the proposed outlay has received the
sanction of the Secretary of State. T

Sir R. Temple has further recommended a scheme whereby the fiwe principa
streams which permeate the Sarun district, running from the river nduk to

low

join the Ganges, should be improved so that their waters might be M ; ;f“'_‘}lll'
able for irrigation. This project, and a similar one for North Tirhoot, B with
the approval of the Government of India, and are being matured. ~

An extension of the Gunduk embankment was carried out in Chumparun, ar@
a smaller one ulso in Tirhoot. These works gave employment to some 45,006
labourers in a very distressed part of the country.

The admission of a supply of fresh water from the river Damooda into the bed
of the Kana Nuddee, which was mentioned in last year’s Report (p. 10), has con-
ferred very great benefits on the people of the district.  They have found them-
selves for two consccutive years in the enjoyment of a stream of fresh water,
valuable alike for domestic use and for irrigation.

The following is a statement of the * extraordinary ™ capital outlay during the
year on new works in the several districts of the Madras Presidency :—

£.
Godavery - - - 30,926
Kistna - - - - 10,688
Nellore - - - - 4,298
South Arcot - - - 2,000
Tanjore - - - - 458 -
Tinnevelly - - - 5,187

£. 53,557

. .
The “ordinary” expenditure on new works amounted to 26,927 /.

The progress made with irrigation works in Bombay was satisfactory, but no
new work of any magnitude was undertaken, except the Kusmore and Begari
embankment in Sind. By the end of the year 38 miles of this work werc com-

pleted.

The total area irrigated by canals in the Punjab was 1,208,073 acres. On the
Baree Doab Canal the excavating of the Kasur and Sobraon branches was nearly
finished, and the remodelling of the canal was put in hand. The new head-
works and distributaries of the Western Jumna Canal were pushed on, and the
Sirhind Canal made steady progress. A large embankment for protecting the
district of Moozuffercurh from devastations by the Indus was nearly completed.

A remarkable development of irrigation was effeqte(.l in the Ferozepore.(hstnct
by the cnergy of Captain Grey, the Deputy Commissioner, by means of inunda-
tion canals from the Sutlej. In the space of a few months 10 canals were con-
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structed, with an aggregate length of 213 miles, and with capacity for watering
an area of 100,000 acres ; and this work was accomplished by the district estab-
lishments without any cost to the State.

The capital sunk on irrigation works in operation in the North-West Provinces
up to the end of 1874-5 was 3,191,455 1. (of which 154,642 /. was expended during
the year), not including the Agra Canal, on which 644,864 [. has been sunk, and
which only began to irrigate in the last half of the year under review. The
profits on the works in operation during the year are computed at 6'5 per cent.
on the capital. The per-centage of net direct profits from the Ganges Canal is
stated at 3-78, and from the Eastern Jumna Canal, 186 ; including indirect
profits, the per-centages are 5°29 and 2639 respectively.

On the Lower Ganges Canal there was an expenditure during the year of
303,716 ., principally upon the weir and headworks, the massive foundations of
which were nearly completed. Steady progress was made in several works con-
nected with the remodelling of the old Ganges Canal. Revised estimates were
sanctioned for the completion of the Rohilltund Canals.

The East Indian Railway is reported to be fairly successful as regards its
traffic both in passengers and in goods, though in the latter respect it has a
formidable competitor in the river. The diversion line between Ghogah and
Bhaugulpore was completed, and was officially opened for tratfic on the 13th
April 1874, This line was severely tried by unusually high floods during August
and September, and a large quantity of rubble stone had to be used to protect
+the slopes. l

The traffic of the Calcutta and South Eastern Railway made but little progress
during the year.
‘The Northern Bengal line was rapidly pushed on. It was commenced in 1874

as a relief work, and a good portion of it was to be opened during the current
year. .

>

There was much discussion during the year with reference to the important
subject of improving the third class passenger traffic on the Bombay Raiiways
by making the servicg more popular with the classes who avail themselves of it.
There has been considerable improvement in the treatment of passengers of
the lower classes in recent years, but there are still many points in which im-
provement is needed. The traflic in the “ mofussil ” showed little or no tendency
toincrease. On many parts of the Great Indian Peninsula line there were fewer
travellers than there had been in previous years.

The Nizam’s State Railway, 120 miles in length, was opened on the 9th
October 1874. It is worked by the Great Indian Peninsula Company, but is
maintained by the Hyderabad State. It returned a net profit of 679 L., the gross
receipts amounting to 11,464 /.

On the Sind, Punjab and Delhi Railway, the Sutlej Bridge was repaired, and
was re-opened for traffic in May 1874.

On the Punjab Northern (State) Railway all the great bridges over the Ravee,
Chenab, and Jhelum approached completion.

The Sutlej Bridge works on the Indus Valley line were being pushed on with
vigour; it is hoped that they will be completed in 1878. Some delay has been
caused on this line by want of funds, and by the necessity of preparing revised
estimates for the broad gauge. .

The Hathras and Muttra Light Railway in the North-West Provinces is the
first of a series of projects for facilitating communication with large centres of
trade or population lying off the main lines of railway. The construction of this
line was vigorously carried on in 1874-5.

The branch railway from Moradabad to Ramnuggur was surveyed and sanc-
tioned, but the work was stopped at the instance of the Oude and Rohilkund
Railway Company on a question of economy. The statistics collected during
1873 and 1874 show an improving traffic between the hills and the plains in
the direction of this line, and the Government of the North-West Provinces
strongly urges its prosecution.

On the Rajpootana State Railway various extensions were successively opened
for traflic during the year, aggregating 2375 miles. In one direction the line
was carried ou from Bhurtpure to Sambhur, and in another from Rewaree to
Bandikeen.
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D AR EAR M T4 = . )
The Wurda Valley Coal Railway was opened on Ist I‘e]‘i{"m” 1874 ; and
1 ( i icnsior is i o Wurrora was pro-
during the year under review an exicnsion of this line t 1
cecded with.

ications 1 neal sd to no less than

The total outlay on communications m Bt.ng.dl dm““??.d-()-l s dhi

1,321,589 /., consisting of 327,794 L. from provincial and .).‘);‘i,/.. akt %
funds.  Of this amount, 1,046,706 /. was on account of reliet works.

H Tt S ote ne t‘e
The Hooghly Floating Bridge was satisfactorily completed and opened to th
public in October 1874.

\ e ;ork was . in Bombay in conncetion with
A large amount of useful work was done in \
roads. : . e
e in: ar in metalling the roads coun
A commencement was made during the year m' met: g e o with
nectine Sealkote with Wuzeeraba:l, Kohat with Baunu, anc
Badabir ¢ 31 iles, widened
"l'he Hindostan and Thibet Road was extended for about lel mt}{:) T;x vl 1o
in some parts, and was open for traffic along its whole length fr Ay :
b
December. . L feom
The Kanera Valley Road was completed, and opened fou claxt .tlggess o
Pathankote to point opposite Dhurrumnsala ; and considerable prog
made in its continuation to Pahlunpore. . vioe 195 muiles of diffi
The important work of re-aligning and greatly 1mpr()' Ibf -‘|2 L O ver
cult mountainous road on the Kullu route, from the bauks .0 the Txa 1) t 'm\i
to and over the Lachalang Pass, was effected, with the cordial (,Onlb)ulvi(r(n'
assistance of the Maharajah of Cashmere. This wor:k, which lw‘}bttoth: s
ously proceeded with, will have the effect of removing Obstd(,l 9; ul 1 :;mly
and free intercourse between British India and Turkestan, while, by not il
ilitati i Iso ches ing and increasing the supply of carriage,
facilitating trapsit, but also cheapening s sing the sippy of cares®,
it will have the desirable result of checking the present cruel pracuice
loading animals. .

The portions of the Agra and Ahmedabad Road which lie l)ef‘vvi(.an ‘telll.ei;(l)itﬁritr-l
pore and Jeypore States were reported by the Superintending L{nnlmf,l ol .
a very creditable condition. They are metalled aEld brl(lg<:( . cxclcp‘ J( e
laz'qe; rivers, and are entirely maintained by the btat_es." Iq'lom trl(;,iseix;}):;:l-
houndary to the south-western boundary of the Ajmere district t 11e r;)le s
tained from Imperial funds. Beyond this point it runs tlnn'ou;;;}ff d'rwg,rghi
afterwards enters the Serohi State at Erinpoora, and 1s t.net]z;ll.efi\{t: drx:(i t‘ ﬂli:
The Ajmere and Mhow Road, for thg ﬁrst 41 miles, is in .rltlhll t'u’l 0 t\ ,tll:
pertion is metalled and bridged, and is ina fair state of repair. ttm_rll cn ft 1.\1 _.'l,
Meyvwar State, through which it runs for some 80 lllTll(’,S, the fir-t 40 mll es ()f Wll}b-ﬁ
are metalled.  The total distance from Ajmere to Neemuch 1s 148 fnlfes, of w nlc
81 arc metalled.  From Neemuch towards Mhow the line runs }(1)1‘ 70 lllll e
throueh different States of Central India. rIt; is mf‘,ml}cd .lh'N‘nJlf-; Otut[i),'full(i‘lllb
supplied with culverts for minor drainages.  The main 1évers {1’1(1, “‘(t) ~1lfl(vhyui
The whole cost of maintenance and consiruction has been hitherto deirayec
from Imperial funds.

The Eastern l{()ad, in the Central Provinces, over whi(_:h the vast grain traffic
with Chutteesgurh passes, was pushed on towayds cqmpletmn. Wheu the two last
~cetions bave beea finished, a metalled road will exist fr(m} Nagpore to Rall)()t]‘(‘,,
a4 distance of 179 miles, and except at the vm‘y-lm‘ge rivers the' road \‘V‘lllv‘\)(’,
bridwed. 'These large rivers can, however, be \\'.1thout difficulty lor(lefl’ iu the
dry weathrer, and where, owing to the nature of their beds, they present difficulties
to traffic, they will be provided with temporary bridges. L whicl e it

Work was vigorously prosecutegl on the Saugor Road, which C()nn(J(itS ‘t.m
station with tue Great Indian Peninsula le‘way", and opens up the mos: dnc'ct
route by which the produce of the Saugor District 1na.?: hn:lp 1ts way tovthe- rail-
road. This road is sald to satisfy a loqg-fclt want.  For 75 miles it was b(()l'fin:
completed as to admit of wheeled traflic at all seasons except for a few days
,-'4‘111).(., s.
dhf\l“:éhl;l}‘ itnix(l);(()ll'tant road in the Ceuntral thoviuces is one to counect Mandla
and Jubbulpore, and this also progressed during the year.
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VIIL
MINERAL RESOURCES.

The coal niines of Burdwan generally did a good business during the year. CoaL.
It is said that the Madras railways are likely to be supplied with toal from Bengal.
Bengal, which will tend to develop the mines still further. .

In the Sonthal Pergunnahs coal, iron, copper, and lead are known to exist ;
and coal of a fair quality is found in many places close to the surface.

Experiments with some coal from the Talchere field are favourably reported.
on. The prospect of utilizing on any large scale the coal fields of Orissa de-
pends, however, on the discovery of coal in places which are accessible by a
water route, and with this object the Government of India has sanctioned the ¢m-
ployment of an officer of the Geological Survey to explore the Talchere coal field.

There are indications of coal at N arage, near Cuttack, and also in Dhenkanal,
on the banks of the Brahminee river.

Considerable progress was made at the Wurrora coal mines. Some more Central Provinces

powerful machinery was obtained to keep the pits dry, and a second shaft was
in course of being run down. Until this shaft was complete, the pits would not
be in full work. Two bore holes put down during the year resulted in a discovery
of supcrior coal, and in materially increasing the ascertained areas of the
seams. The supply of available coal at Wurrora is now estimated ‘o be 40
million tons, or sufficient, at 500 tons a day, to last for 260 years. Some trials
on the railway with ordinary Wurrora coal showed a consumption only about
13 per cent. more than that of English coal; with selected coal, still better re-
sults would be obtained.

From the Mbowpani mine some 15,000 tons of coal were delivered to the
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. Attempts to discover a continuation of the
Nerbudda coal field have so far been unsuccessful, but they. witl be continued.

The exploration of the Pisgaon coal fields has been completed, with the Berar,
following results. The extent and capacity of the fields are found to be
considerable; the analysis and practical testing of the coal have determined it
to be of the same quality as that of the Wurrora fields ; and data have been col-
lected to enable a site for a colliery to be fixed on at once, when the time
arrives for opening those fields. Meanwhile they will remain undisturbed until

the Wurrora field, on the other side of the river, is no longer "able to supply
the demand from that part of India.

- Coal exists in British

other parts, but it has never been worked to any extent. It was discovered
during the year in small quantities in the hills of Northern Arakan, but is in-
accessibly situated, and is not likely to be of much practical value,

At Raneegunge, on the East Indian
been found in abundance,
the title of the Beng
district.

At Narainpore, in the western divisio
established iron-smelting business.
fines of the Sonthal Perguunahs.
existence, and they are reported
during the year.
very profitable.

Mines arve believed to exit in South Bhaugdlipore,
The small quantity of iron that is smelted in the di
workimen to be superior to the imported metal,

Iron of excellent quality is found in man
is smelted by the native process, and finds
Talchere iron and coal are found together.

Railway, iron, coal, and limestone have Irow.
An jmportant company has been established, under Bengal,
al Iron Company, for the opening of iron works in this

n of Moorshedabad, there is a newly
The ore is obtained chiefly on the con-
There are six different establishments in

y to have smelted about 200 maunds each -
I'he manufacture thus far would, however, seem to be not

but they are not worked.
strict is pronounced by

y parts of the Orissa hills ; it
a ready sale. In Ungool und

The question of utilizing in India the iron r

subject of very much discussion. Mr. Bauerman, who was deputed to examine Yinces.
and report on the iron works, submitted g preliminary report in 1873, in which
he did not speak favourably of Kumaon as & site for iron manufacture. On the
other hand, the Commissioner of the district (General Ramsay) thinks that
300, F 4

Burma on the banks of the Tenasserim river and in British Burma.

esources of Kumaon has been the North-West Pro-
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“there is a vast field of profitable industry {ying at the foot of these }3ills un-
“developed, and the continued neglect of it is a wrong to Ythe C()uPtr}'.) IF has
recently been determined, by an agreement between the 1\‘()r‘th-V\ est Irovmfres
Government and the Kumaon Iron W orks Company, to s?t this nnportqnt question
finally at rest. By this agreement the Government is allowed, w1th’0ut pay-
ment of rent for three years, the use of the whole of the company’s works,
with all block and stock now existing ; the Government may surrender the,
works to the company at any time that it pleasc§ before Ehe cxpiration of the
three years, on giving six months’ previous noticc ; the Government agrees to

.restore the works to the company in a condition no worse than they were when

the Government took possession; a fair allowance will‘b.e madc for dep_rcciution
by use, after taking into account the }'alue of any additional works or .unproE’ec—l
ments made by the Government ; but if the total Yuluc pf the works be 1{1015(3351(3
by the operations of the Government, no claim will be made against the
company on that account.

The experiments which were sanctioned in the previous.ye:’\r for the pr.ctl-
duction of pig iron at the Lohara field, in the Chanda district, and for its
conversion into steel, had not been commenced in the year under report.

Tron manufacture is an important industry in the Jubbulpore district. For
sore years back certain of the mines have been worked by Mr. Olplwrts.,'s
district engineer on the East Indian Railway ; and with the application of c.’unta
and European appliances a considerable development has alread.y been attained.
Mr. Olpherts was recently granted a 10 years’ lease of these mines for the ’SuHrl
of 200 I, per annum for the first five years of the lease, and for a royalty of 0
per cent, on the out-turn for the last five years.

Iron is the only metil found in any considerable quantity in Mysore. The
amount manufactured in 1874-5 was 23,468 maunds.

An examiuation was made in the year under report of the auriferous rocks in
part of the Wynaad district.  Gold has long been obtained in this district fr.om
alluvial deposits, but in such small quantities as to prevent the o.pcmt{ox.ls being
very profituble.  The question has_recently arisen whether quz}: tz-.mll‘rTl‘ng 1‘1-1;_1y
not prove more productive, most of t-hc_ quartz-reefs being more 01f eSS a‘m‘lte-
rous. Preliminary experinments have given an average proportion 0 7 d\} ts. of
gold to a ton of quartz. Several applications have been made for land in the
Wynaad, ostensibly for coffee-planting, but really for gold-mining, but tl}e
Government have determined to act on the principle that lun.d known to contain
minerat wealth should be removed from the category of cultivable land, and be
granted on special agreements only.

Gold has been long known to exist in the Kolar (‘Ii.strict of Mysore, whpre
Natives have been in the habit of obtaining small quantities by wq‘shmg. During
the year under review mining operations were com_mmccd by an European whose
nttention was attracted to the prospect of extracting the ore from the quartz by
proper appliances, and certain privileges were granted to him by the Chief
Commissioner for prospecting the ground and.holdm‘g a .lease of s.elected parts
for a definite period. The result of the experiment 1s still uncertain.

Tin exists over a large extent of country in the M_ergui and Tavoy districts
of British Burma, but until lately had only been obtained from alluvial deposits;

.now, however, lodes or veins of the mineral have been discovered in the

Malewoon township. The right of mining there has been leased for 30 years
to a firm of Rangoon merchants, who are carrying on operations vigorously, and
have discovered in the neighbousing hills a large lode containing tin in valuable
quantities. :

The whole of Chota Nagpore is full of mineral wealth, and it only requires to
be thoroughly opened up by roads and other communications, if possible, to
render all this hidden wealth available to the country at large. ,

There are valuable quarries near Balasore where a description of chlorite, or
black marble, is obtained, from which plates, dishes, cups, aud other house-
hold utensils, are made ; thesc obtain high prices, and are much sought after.

In the Hazareebagh district there is a talc mine, from which 5,000 maunds
of talc yearly, valued at 2,500, are distributed.

"~ the country gins
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VIIIL.
MANUFACTURES.

\ THERE‘iS no immediate probability of cotton manufacture in Bengal rising
any considerable proportions; some factories near Calcutta, however, are
understood to be prospering.

The only manufacturing industry on a large scale in the Bombay Presidency
which is remunerative is the spinning and weaving of cotton. There were 28
companies in the capital, besides 12 in the interior; fears are entertained lest
over-speculation should check the healthy development of this desirable industry.
The complaint is very general among Native manufacturers that their goods
are bf}lr{g pushed out of the market by machine-made European articles. As
association of capital and labour rarely exists among the Natives, they are
placed at a great disadvantage as against united effort intelligently directed.
On the other hand, besides the advantage of the raw material being produced
on the spot, they enjoy the additional benefit of the cheapness of Native labour ;
an(_i the result is apparent in regard to the hcavier and coarser descriptions,
which are now rarely imported. The Native products are stated to be finding
a x:qady sale in Russia, America, and China.

There were 2,379 steam gins at work, being an increase of 93 over the previous
year. All these are in the Northern Division, except six which were started in
Dharwar during the year tnder review. ‘

The use of machinery is extending in Kattywar. The prospects of all the
presses in this agency are considered good, but those of the ginning factories
more doubtful.. The staple is said to be broken by the machinery more than by

The manufacture of cotton cloth is an industry diffused all gver the Central
Prqvmces; hand-looms may be found at work in any considérable village. The
?grlcultural and labouring classes prefer their home-made stuffs to any other.
The produce of the looms in a few towns is of a superior quality and finish, and
much of this is exported to Western India, and elsewhere. The gradual increase
of foreign importations, and the growing ‘taste for English piece-goods, and
}atterly for the productions of the Bombay mills, have materially affected this
ihdustry, and many of the weaving class have taken to other pursuits ; as yet,
however, the manufacture of the coarse strong stuffs for the labouring classes,
and of some kinds worn by the better classes, are left wholly to the village
hand-looms. A first-class cotton-mill, designed, it is believed, to meet the very
humblest demand for cheap clothing, has recently been set up at Nagpore, to
be worked by English machinery and under European supervision; and it

Eemains to be seen what effect this will have on the struggling Native in-
ustry. ,

The manufacture of silk in Bengal has so fallen off that it can no longer be
sold at a remunerative price. The work of the tussur silk-weavers is so in-
different, and even the pieces are so unequal in quality, &c., that the Calcutta
merchants are unable to do business with them. If a  better and more fairly-
priced article were produced, it is believed that it would find an European
market. It is hoped that a better future may be in store for this manufacture
if European capital is applied to it.

Towards the end of 1874-5, the Government of the North-West Provinces
resolved to open a silk farm in the Doon, but the details were not settled until
nearly six months after the close of that year. A plot of 90 scres, planted
with mulberry. trees, has been leased for five years; silkworm eggs have been
sent from Cashmere and Japan ; and skilled silk-reelers are expected from the
latter country. The annual cost of the operations is estimated at about
3,000 1.

Silk cultivation, and its manufacture into silk
industry of moderate dimensions in the Centra
capable of indefinite expansion. ‘

The tussur worm thrives on the leaves of trees which grbw in néarly every

distrigt of the Central Pravinces, and succeeds well in the hands of the
4060, G .
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406, ‘

G2

millions sterling the corresponding



52 STATEMENT EXHIBITING THE MORAL AND MATERIAL

ForeronTrapeor  Lhe value of the trade with China is compared below with that in the two

Bririsu Inpia.

TRADE,
Calcutta

preceding years :—

—_— 1872-73. { 1873-74. 1874-75.

ImponTts: £. £. £,
Merchandise - - - - - 1,347,875 1,412,765 1,520,114
Treasure - - - - - - 1,022,241 1,725,618 1,436,887
TotaL InmporTS =~ - - £, 2,370,116 3,138,383 2,057,001

Exponrts:

Merchandise - - - - 12,187,397 11,404,172 11,648,189
Treasure - - - - - - 121,739 12,460 102,613
Torar Exports « - - £. 12,259,136 | 11,506,632 11,750,802
“TotaL TrapE - - - &£. 14,629,252 14,645,015 14,707,803

A full review of the foreign and interportal trade of British India accompanies
the Trade and Navigation Statement for 1874-3, which has been presented to
Parliament.

The value of the trade of Calcutta with foreign countries and with ports in
other Presidencies, so far as it relates to merchandise, is compared below with
that of the preceding year :—

\

—_— v 1873-74. 1874~75.
£. £.
Imports - - - - 15,067,630 19,729,843
Ezxports - - - - 27,056,457 26,074,414
Totar - - - &£, 43,023,087 46,704,257

It will be seen that there was a considerable improvement in the imports,
while in exports there was a decline.
The importations of rice on Government account (not included in the above

figures) reached in value 1,226,016 .

The imports of bullion and specie amounted to more than four millions.

"The exportation of jute fibre, thougly large,,was still checked by reason of
over-production, and of the foreign market having become overstocked, and also
owing to inferior brands having got into the market under the influence of high
prices. Jute manufactures, on the other hand, show an increase of 17 per cent.,
mainly in exports to Singapore and China. Bombay, Madras, and Burma, take
by far the largest portion of the exports under this head ; the foreign trade is
mainly with North America, the Straits Settlements, and Australia.

_ The indigo crops in Tirhoot and the neighbouring districts affected by the
drought having been only one-third of those in the previous year, the short
production proportionately affected the export. Since 1868-69 the value of this
trade has regularly increased in comparison with the quantity. The United
Kingdom takes about three-fifths and France about one-eighth. . \

The increase in the exports of tea from Calcutta steadily progresses, and the
trade will probably soon rank second to opium. The value in 1874-75 reached
nearly two millions sterling. The use of machinery in the manufacture of tea is

tending. ' o . N
exTheregwas a still further fall in rice exports, attributable to the scarcity.
Much of'the exported rice goes to Bombay, and a good deal to the Maurlnf?ﬁf

 went by
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s of raw cotton there was a decrease amounting to 38 per cent. ; this
;ghf..;%wmm é:” extent attributed to the circumstance that supplies which formerly
B v Calcutta are now attracted to Bombay. The whole of the produce
o oorted from Calcutta comes frox.n N orthern and Western India, not from
equ 1. ‘The decrease in 1874-75 is entirely in exports to China, those to other

‘éountries showing rather an increase. There is, however, little prospect of im-.

ovement, as the short-stapled cotton of India cannot compete successfully

. with the American article. \ ,
* "Cotton goods represent the value of about half of the whole imports. The im-
“port trade in English piece-goods does not make the progress that might have been

expected, partly owing to the goods not being quite cheap enough, and partly
owing to occasional faults in their quality during late years. It is said that the
quantities imported have been too great for the demand, and that there is always
a heavy stock on the market; in 1874-75 there was an increase of 1,556,798 I.
in the value of grey cotton goods imported, and a large increase of 43 per cent.
in twist and yarn. The trade is thought to have passed the point at which it
could be profitably carried on with due regard to the actual requirements of the
part of India which draws its supplies from Calcutta. On the other hand, in
printed and coloured goods there was a decline, as there had been also in the
previous year. The latter circumstance would be satisfactory if it could be
traced to any extension of the native industry, but this can hardly be the case,
considering the increased import of piece-goods generally. Although the use
of English goods by the people of Bengal may not be increasing as fast as might
be expected, Sir R. Temple considers that there is no immediate probability of
effective competition springing up. The consumption, if not rapidly progres-
sive, is yet well sustained.

The exports of raw silk fell off 32 per cent. The steady decline in this trade
is attributed by some to the languishing condition of the manufacture, and by
others to the obstinate demanding of too high prices in the face of competition.
from other countries. The imports under this head, principally from China,
showed an increase. ' '

The tobacco trade, as was stated in the last Report (p. 15), is fast rising into
importance. The exports showed an increase of 93 per cent. over those of
1873-74.

Hides and skins have during recent years assumed a prominent place among
articles of export. Sir R. Temple observes that the facilities which Bengal
affords for cheap breeding and rearing of cattle render this trade capable of
boundless expansion, but he also states that the practice of poisoning cattle for
the sake of their skins is becoming common. - /

In the exports of oil-seeds there was an increase of 38 per cent.; in the pre-
vious year also there had been a large increase,

The export trade in saltpetre has suffered in consequence of the heavy duty
imposed upon it some years ago; it has never recovered itself, although the
duty was removed. in 1866. Whereas in 1862-63 the value reached nearly
840,000 1., in 1874~75 it was 491,3381. The latter figure shows, however, a
slight advance of 7 per cent. on the preceding year.

There is a fairly steady trade between Calcutta and North America. The

Trabz.

imports average in value about 50,000 /., and the exports about two millions

sterling. The former consist of gums, ice, oil, and timber; and the latter of
hides and skins, jute, linseed, indigo, lac, saltpetre, and india-rubber. In
1874-75 there was an increase both in exports and imports ; under the latter
head, chiefly in cotton goods and mineral oils. ‘,

In the total number of vessels which entered the Calcutta Port there was a
slight decrease, accompanied by a slight increase in the total tonnage. In the
number of steamers there was a decided increase, which was due in the first
instance to importatiops of Government rice, but also to increasing traffic
through the Suez Canal. The following figures represent the value of Calcutta
trade through the Canal for three years :—

. £.
1872-93 - - -, - 16,556,519
1873-F4 - - - - 18,849,585

1874-75 - - - - 21,611,525

The 'expom trade fromﬁhittagong consists almost entirely of rice. This
trade was disorganised by the famine, and showed a further falling off in

400. : . G3
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1874-75. There is a steady increase in exports of tea. The Commissioner of
the district reports that Chittagong is conveniently situated, with abundant
and commodious anchorage, and that the trade is clearly capable of expansion.
The one drawback is its comparative inaccessibility to Native craft, the remedy
for which would appear to be to shorten the pas-age for boats from the north
by opening out the Moishkhally Canal.

The progress of the trade of the Orissa ports has recently been rapid. New
ports have been opened, existing ones improved, and inland communication
extended. A trade by sea is fast springing up with other ports of India, and
with foreign countries. The trade resources of Orissa are derived, not only
from the deltaic tracts between the seashore and the hills, but also from
extensive hill tracts, the products of which are coming more and more to the
markets of the plains. During the previous year the famine In Behar and
Northern Bengal gave an unusual stimulus to trade in Orissa, and there was
some apprehension lest the next year’s returns should exh’l‘blt a reaction. On
the contrary, however, it showed a still further advance. The total value of the
trade for the two years was as follows :

1873-74. 1874-75.
£. £.
Imports - - - - - 289,127 358,384
Exports - - - - - - 300,716 439,103
Torar - - - £.] ° 589,843 197,487 \ -

Rice is the most important of the exports. In consequence of a favourable
barvest, the value of the exports in 1874-75 advanced from 68,249/ in
1872-73, and 231,042/ in 1873-74, to 311,208/. There appears to be’
every reason for believing that the trade of Orissa is now established
upon a sound and permanent basis. There was nothing abnormal in the
occurrences of the year 1874-75; it was not a season of marked agricultural
prosperity, and the extraordinary demand for rice for export which had been
causcd in the previous year by the famine in Bengal no longer existed. That
under these circumstances the trade of the province should have exhibited -sq
remarkable an expansion affords a good ground for hoping that it will continue
to show a steady development in the future. Itis noteworthy that the increased
value of the imported goods is very large, although unot so large as that of the
exports. :

The i:0at traffic on the rivers of Bengal is, for its magnitude and variety,
quite unique. The number of craft of all sizes must amount to hundreds of
thousands, and the navigation is remarkably skilful. This river traffic has
not, as was expected, been diverted to the railways. Native 'merchants
are apt to complain of the detention of their goods at railway stations when-
ever there is a press of traffic, and there seems to be a prevalent opinion
that the railway rates for goods of the commoner and heavier descriptions are
tou high, and that the ordinary amount of rolling-stock kept up 1s not suffi-
cient to meet great and emergent demands. The water route which competes
with the Eastern Bengal line is 250 miles in lengt.h, as compared wntl} 156, :.amd‘
yet the traffic ordinarily follows this old circuitous rqute, when ’1mmed|ate
despatch is not required.

A comparison of the traffic borne on the Matabhanga (one of the Nufidea
rivers) and the Eastern Bengal Railway shows that the latter attracts to itself
jute, oil-seeds and tobacco, while rice, food grains and salt still prefer the
river route. . .

About half of the whole Ganges-borne traffic consists of rice (which, coming
into the Bengal marketsin December and January, is sent up-country during the
dry season for consumptivn in Behar and l}enar—e§), and oil-seeds (which,
coming into the Behar and Benares markets in April and May, are sent to
Calcutta in the rainy season for exportation). After rice, the next most im.

by 2,744,512 2.

was accompanied by a decrease in the impo i

In exports of rice there was a falling off t(I; tll;t: :itgllcls (E?
1s accounted for by the demand from Bengal -hziving giv
the trade in the preceding year. There was also a dec
in the exportation of indigo, owing to the fall in the p
London market. In cotton wool exported to France, Italy, and the Mediter-

ranean ports there was a very large increase, the total val i
against 1,283,309 /. .- The export of food grains to the Uniltl((:dbmng 120878 L,
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portant item of up-stream traffic is salt. The uantit
case, hpwever, only half of the amount sent b}(r1 rail a);)d
" increasing. ‘ ’
It is believed that a complete system of
well-as of that of the railways, and 3;' some of tleli
established. The following statement indicates th

empty boats and passenger boats) that
and canal routes ;— J ) that were reg

the latter ig steadily

istr?.ti9n of the river traffic, as
principal roads, has now been
& number of boats (excludin

1873. 1874,
Uanges - - - - - - 35,865 30,045
Nuddea Rivers - - - - 32,887 27,249
Calcutta Canals - - - - 1 101,777 77,096

Registering stations hay
Pudda, and the Megna.,

 Endeavours were mad . )
On the Bengal side ;n ders establ}§ h a fair at Selbal, but the

€ now been established on the Brahrﬁapootra, the

The total private trade of M adras was as

ing year:—
e ——
1873-74, 1874-75
Imrorts:
Merehandise - . . £ . £
Treasure i . R 006,028
SR T 846,929 960,162
Torar Imporrs - . . I —
T8 £ 6,311,454 6,617,085
Exrorys ;
Merchandise - -
T - s - 8,524,541 5,681,840
- - - - 1,840,918 ' 975,097
Torar Exports - . -
£ 10,365,459 9,657,837
0 - - - 7 | 1627402
ToraL Trape . £ 16,676,913 16,274,929

Exports of merchandise (not including re-exports 280,406 [.) exceeded imports

There was an increase of 7 5,628 L in the value of imported paddy ; but this

about the same extent.,
about 160,000 1., which
en a special stimulus to
rease of about 11,000 /.
rice of the article in the

ainel & Kingdom and the
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follows, compared with the preced- Madras,
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Mauritius increased, while there was a considerable decrease in that to Bengal,
Bonrbay, and Ceylon. :

The trade of the Port of Bombay (exclusive of Government Stores) was better
than in the preceding year by 4,277,9307. There thus continued to be a steady
recovery from the depression of 1872-73, as will be apparent from thg f_ol]pwmg
comparative table (which does not include thetrade with other ports within the
Presidency) :—

. 1
— 1871-72. 1872-738. 187374, 1874-75.
£. £. £. £.
InMPORTS: .
Merchandise =~ - - 14,819,377 14,180,678 14,860,168 15,149,228
\ .
Treasure - - - - 6,888,899 2,868,404 . 3,436,010 4,730,339
Torar ImporTs = - £ | 21,708,276 17,049,172 18,296,178 19,379,567
i
Exrorrs: ,
Merchandise - - - 23,029,280 19,109,139 19,573,409 22,765,502
Re-Exports: ' \\
Merchandise - - - 3,221,563 3,474,379 3,461,343 3,453,002 \
Treasure - e« = = ,1,483,977 1,666,545 - 1,253,120 1,661,009
Torar Exrorts = £. 28,284,820 24,260,063 24,687,902 27,282,503
ToraL TRADE - =« £, 49,993,090 41,200,235 42,884,140 47,162,070

In imports the increase of value was close upon 290,000 Z, and in exports
2,892,000/, Under the former head the increase was chiefly in coffee, spices,
jute, metals, machinery, &c., raw cotton, silk, twist and yarn, and petty articles
of apparel. On the other band, owing to the over-stocked state of the market,
the importation of cotton piece-goods fell from the abnormal excess of 1873-74
to a more natural position; and the Bengal famine occasionsd a decrease in grain
and pulse. There was a large increase in exports of raw cotton, notwithstand-
ing the continual decline in prices in the lome market. The popularity of
Indian cotton on the Continent is said to be iucreasing. The export of wheat,
which in 1873-74, owing to the abolition of the export duty, advathced from
50,730 1. to 254,203 [., showed a further advance in 1874-75 to 317,126 1. The
Indian wheat is stated to be of very fine quality, which may account for its
keeping. its place in the market against the disadvantage of long transport.
France took an unprecedented quantity, and an important trade is springing up
with Trieste, . \

The private imports of treasure, compared with the previous year, were as
follows :— ' ‘

— 1873-74. 1874-76-
, ' £ £.
Gold « <« « = = 1,017,549 | 1,269,091 ~
Silver ‘; - - - - - 2,418,461 3‘,(70,848‘
Torar - - »£.| 3,486,010 4,780,330 '
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The comments of the Local Government on the large importation of silver
have been already guoted (p. 21). :

There was an inerease of 251 in the number of vessels entered at the Port of
Bombay, and of 82,211 tons in the aggregate tonnage. The proportion of
steamers to ships was 10 fo 17. ' ,

The private trade of the Sind ports amounted to 3,405,6237. Of this, the
value of imported merchandise was 1,604,659 ¢, and of exported 1 771,174 1.
The imports were better than ia the previous year by 97,811/, but the exports
showed a falling off of 357,792 £, principally in wheat to the United Kingdom,
under which head there had been in 1873-74 an advance on the average of the
five preceding years of 165,216 7. It appears that in exports to France and the
Mediterranean ports there was a considerable increase.

The trade of Aden amounted to 3,329,204 [. against 2,844,276 I. in 1873771.1.
The condition of this settlement is reported to be highly prosperous; itis
the emporium of a large and growing traffic with Zanzibar and the interior of
Arabia.

Au improved system of registration, which had beed worked out with. great
care, was introduced in the Punjab at the beginning of 1874-75. It consists in
the registration, at selected posts on or near the fronticrs, of all trade passing
those posts to and from adjacent countries and provinces; at the same time
returns are obtained of the railway traffic, of the boat trade on the Indus, and
of the amount of timber floated into the province from the north.

The weight and value of the external trade registered during 1874-75 under
this system are as follows, compared with the preceding year:—

Maunds. £.
1873-74 - - - 6,641,549 4,512,615

1874-75 - - - 15,635,619 16,951,961

The figures for 1874-75 do not include the traffic of the Indus Steam Ilotilla
(valued at upwards of 23 millions), nor several items of which statistics were

_not forthcoming, so that the comparison is really much more striking. It is

roughly estimated that the total value of the external trade may be set down at
20 millions sterling. '

The principal articles of import are * charas,” opium, silk and silk manufac-
tures, flax, metals and metal manufactures, *“ghee,” tobacco, wood, and
European cotton cloths; and the chief articles of export are saltpetre, indigo,
cotton, wool, horns, hides and leather manufactures, oil-seeds, and Indian
cotton cloths. In food grains and salt there is a large import as well as export
trade, but the latter is far in excess; and the exports of tea also exceed the
imports.

One remarkable instance of the effect of the new system of regisiration is the
enormous apparent rise in the imports of European cotton cloths, The largest

formerly recorded were those for 1872-73, amounting to 65,587 maunds,
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which were valued at 735,116 7. In 1874-75 they reached 341,474 maunds, .

valued at 7,406,646 L.

A special statistical department was formed in the North-West Proviaces
towards the close of 1874-75. As a result of this measure, at a statistical
conference held at Allahabad in March 1875 a scheme of frontier registration
of traffic was devised, a classified list of articles for registration was compiled,
registration posts were indicated, forms of registers and returns were drafied,
and the general basis was laid of a system which will, it is hoped, ensure the
collection of accurate and valuable information regarding land trade.

There have been curious fluctuations in the trade of the province of Oude.
In 1868-69* the exports exceeded the imports by 50 lacs of rupees, and in

1869-70 by 10 lacs. In the latter year and the two following it the trade

declined ; in 1872-73, and again in 1873-74, it improved; but, although the
improvement in 1873-74 was fur greater in exports than in imports, the value of
the imports exceeded that of the exports by 379,136 /.; and an excess of imports
has prevailed more or less since 1870-71.

® These trade years are up to September in each case.
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The principal articles of export are food grains and oil-seeds ; and of import,
English piece-goods, cleaned cotton, and salr.

Central Provinces. ~ The trade of the Ceutral Provinces is mainly with the Western Coast. Agri-

British Burma.

cultural produce is the principal staple of export, and the demand for this in
1874-75 was diminished, owing to universal good harvests.

The exports of oil-seeds showed a very large increase. There was also an
increase in the quantity of raw cotton exported, but a decrease in the value.
There is stated to have been a persistent decline in the value of Indian cotton
of late years, following on the abundant supply of the English markets with
longer-stapled cotton from America and other countries. )

The imports were chiefly of salt, sugar, metals and hardware, and Eng,hsh
piece-goods, and these had generally declined. ‘The decrease in the last-
mentioned item was very considerable, and the Governmeut of Inlia have
directed that an inquiry should be made into its causes.

The value of the trade of British Burma (including the provincial trade), as
compared with the preceding year, is shown in the following table :— .

—_ 1878-74. 1874-75.
SEs-BorNe TRADE,
£. £,
Imports :
Merchandise - - - - - - 4,288,635 4718,518
Treasure - - - - - - - 8,591,810 951,120 \
Total Tmports = = = = 7,880,345 5,649,636 ‘
Exports: , .
Merchandise© 3 - - - - - 5,809,963 | 5,242,084
Treasure - - - - - - - 989,676 344,883
Total Exports - - - - 6,869,529 6,087,817
Torar SEa-BorRNE TRADE - - 14,779,874 11,787,453
Inranp TradE. £, £.
Imports :
Merchandise - - - . - 967,729 1,097,608
Treasure - - - - - - - 334,450 869,963
Total Imports - - - 1,202,179 1,457,672
Exports:
Merchandige - - - - - - 1,188,649 1,260,147
Treasure = - - - - - - 128,906 210,114
Total Exports - - - 1,287,645 1,470,261
Torar INvanp TRaDE - 2,689,824 2,927,838
Torar TRADE - - = 17,369,698 14,665,286

The decrease in the value of merchandise exported was wainly caused by
the delay in shipments of rice, owing to the merchants at the chief ports having
agr.eed not to pay more than a certain rate for the grain brought to market,
while the producers attempted to keep up the high prices of the previous year.
There was also a falling off in hides, through a large decrease in the supplies,
and in lac, consequent on the king of Burma having made the trade in that
article a monopoly. But apait from these disturbing causes, the trade con-
tinued to show a satisfactory tendency to development, and there was a large
increase in the exports of cotton, cutch, -india-rubber, jade, spices, preclous
stones, timber, &ec. :

A comparatively large trade in india-rubber has sprung up within the last two
or three years ; the value of the shipments in 1873-4 was 3,195 L, and in 1874-5,

PROGRESS AND CONDITION OFINDIA, 1874-5. 59

12,649 1. The whole was drawn from Upper Burma, but it is. hoped that, in Taape.

course of time, the exertions of the forest and other officers in seeking out and
cultivating trees which produce this gum, and which are believed to he numerous
in the forests of British Burma, will enable a much larger export to be made.

The large amount shown under imports of treasure in 1873-4 was connected
with the Government purchases of rice.

In the trade with Upper Burma, the Shan States, and Western China, vid
Bhamo, there was a considerable increase in both imports and exports. That
with Upper Burma is, however, hampered by the king’s monopolies, The export
trade improved mainly in piece-goods, rice, salt, and raw silk ; in the imports the
most marked increase was in cotton, which was more than doubled in quantity,
and almost trebled in value. )

The square-rigged vessels which entered the four principal ports in 1874-5
numbered 1,751, being 30 less than in the preceding year, and exactly the same
number as in 1872-3; the aggregate tonnage, however, as compared with
1872-3, had increased by 124,609 tons. In clearances there was a decrease
both in number and tonnage, which was due to the late commencement of the
rice trade; but in comparison with 1872-3, while there was a considerable
decrease in numbers, there was an increase in tonnage.

The Irrawaddy Flotilla Company had a splendid fleet of nine steamers and
19 flats, and are still making additions. Besides the steamers, 8,203 boats
passed up the river, and 8,819 down, with goods.

There is a remarkable development of trade in the Northern Arakan Hill
Tracts. The chief imports are rice, salt, cattle, piece-goods, copper pots, &c. ;
and the exports, cotton, tobacco, sesamum seed, ivory, and bamboos.

The ~uestion of improving communication with Thibet has received the Trape wirs
further consideration of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, who is decidedly Taiser.

of opinion that the best and shortest route is that over the Jeylup Pass. This
pass is open all the year round, and is the lowest in the Thola range, which
again is one of the lowest sections of the Himalaya. It leads into the Thibetan
territory of Choombee; and the journey from the pass to Lhassa is said to be
from 250 to 300 miles over a not very difficult country. The distance to
Jhansu Jong, the principal mart of Eastern Thibet, is only 150 miles, and to
Tashilumbo, on the great Narichoo river, where one of the best tracts of Thibet
is situated, it is 200 miles. '
From Darjeeling to Fedong (37 miles) the route is folerably good, except
where it crosses the Teesta, where a cane bridge has been provided. for foot
passengers, and a raft for the passage of laden animals, which, however, is
useless in the rains. From Fedong to Jeylup (56 miles) the trade is carried on
the backs of men. The construction of a suspension bridge over the Teesta
has been ordered by the Bengal Government, as also the survey of the route;

"but the improvement of the road from Fedong to the Jeylup Pass has been

deferred for the present for waut of funds.

The present annual exports from Darjeeling to Thibet consist of broadcloth,
fiannels, chintz and cottons, American drill, tobacco, indigo, catechu, umbrellas,
iron hooks and pots, brass utensils, looking glasses, goor, hookahs, &c., and
amount in value to 16,455 L. .

The exports from Sikkim to Thibet comprise millet, rice, oranges, madder,
&ec.; value 675/.

The imports from Thibet into Sikkim and Darjeeling consist of ponies,
blankets, salt, jewellery, yak’s tails, China caps, musk, silk, tea, sheep; value
7,505 1. ‘

"The total value of all the ascertained exports from Darjeeling and Sikkira
to Thibet being 17,180., while the value of the imports amounts to
7,505 L., there remains a balance of 9,625 /. due by Thibet.  This balance
is said to be paid in British rupees, which the Thibetans obtain by seliing
their cattle, salt, and other produce in Assam and Nepal.

There are other items of merchandise which enter the trade route at various
points, and which are believed to bring up the total value of the trade to nearly
43,000/.

Dhunisong has been selected as a site for an annual fair. The Government
of India, in expressing their approval of this selection, observe that it is
Y ﬁn% open platqau, and that, if connected with the plains by a fair and easy
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road, it will doubtless, in time, become the deps i

. tless, pot of trade between the hills and
the plains. The indigo and tobacco of Rungpore are much appreciated by t:he
Thl.betans, whose intercourse with the plains is, however, restricted, owing to
their dread of cholera and fever, and of the heat. ’ °

There was an apparent large increase in the year's trade with Eastern Turk-
estan, but this was due to the experimental despatch of a caraven to Yarkund
by an English company under the enterprising direction of Mr. Russell
Including this abnormal addition, the value of the trade passing through Leh
was about 125,000/, Mr. Russell has come to the conclusion that ?,he cir-
cumstances are not favourable for direct commercial dealings by Europeans
The trade is in the hands of the Ameer, and the merchants appear to be s<;
entirely under his influence that, unless he allows them to buy and sell, the
cannot trade. Mr. Russell has proposed that, in lieu of sending car’avang
wholesale depdts of European, Indian, and Central Asian goods should be esta:
blished at Leh, Srinuggur, and Peshawur, and a prospectus has been issued
for the formation of a new company to carry out this object. The demand for
English goods, however, is apparently small, and the fact that payment has to
be received by barter must limit the transactions considerably.

The origin and nature of the Povindah trade were explained in the Progress
Report for 1872-73 (p. 113). Inquiries were made during the year undepr
revicw into the best means of removing existing difficulties in the way of the
development of the trade passing from Ghuznee through the Guma]
Pass to British India. It was found that the two great obstacles were the
existence of internecine feuds between Povindah tribes, and the fact that the
trade route lies for upwards of 100 miles through a country inhabited by variollk
sections of Wuzeers. :

Endeavours were made to induce the Povindah traders to settle their disputes
or, failing this, to agree to abstain from tribal warfare along the trade l‘outep- ané
advantage was taken of a great gathering of the representatives of the Wuzeer
tribe, who assembled in unprecedented numbers to pay their respects to the
Lieutenant Governor, to sound them as to their willingness to undertake
the protection of the route in consideration of an annual subsidy. It is hoped
that, as our relations with this tribe become more cordial, and the value of }t))ur
trade with them increases, they may be induced to accept and carry out the
proposals of the Government. y

A great improvement was effected in the trade route between Kho
British territory vid the Sanghar, Sori, and Sakhi Sarwar Passes ; tlﬁzsxsrz;,rlluﬁno(}
the trade has risen during the past few years from nothing to 35,000/
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. X.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SANITATION.

THE statistics of sickness and mortality in the British Army in India during Euroresn Anms.

1874 were most satisfactory, mainly owing to the almost complete absence of
cholera. In no year of which there is any record have the troops suffered so
little from this disease.

The death-rate in each Presidency was lower, in Madras very muchso, than
that of any previous year. The rate for the whole Army of India was 1358
per 1,000 of strength. :

What little cholera there was in the Bengal Native Army occurred mostly Narive Arwmy.
in the Assam regiments. There were only 55 cases of small-pox, of which 13 Bengal

were fatal. Malarial fevers were the chief cause of sickness.

In the Madras Army malarial fevers produced by far the largest amount of Madras.

sickness. There was no cholera or epidemic of any kind.

Improvements have been effected in the lines of some corps, and the autho-
rities bestow much care and attention on their conservancy.

Vaccination was very carefully and effectually attended to, and there was in
consequence a very small number of cases of small-pox among the troops as
compared with the civil population. '

Only one case of cholera occurred in the Bombay Army, and that was not Bembay.

fatal. Of small-pox there were only a few isolated cases, with one death,
showing how well the troops are protected by vaccination, as in some parts th
disease prevailed extensively in the neighbourhood. A '

Conservaney and sanitary arrangements are reported to be good at most
stations of the Presidency. The dry-earth system is very generally employed,
and is found to answer well. N_—

The late Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, Sir G. Campbell, considering the
apparent hopelessness of obtaining accurate vital statistics over the enormous
areas of the province, with their vast population and uneducated agencies,
inaugurated a plan for perfecting the system on a smaller scale in certain
small selected areas. At least one town and one country area was selected in
each district. Over these areas special pains are taken to secure accuracy
in registration ; and although it cannot be said that the returns are yet alto-
gether reliable, they are more so than any which had been previously furnished.

Some of these areas lie now within the new province of Assam. Those in
Bengal during the year under review numbered 139, of which 76 were urban,
and 63 rural, comprising a total population of 2,686,428.

The death-rate per 1,000 was as follows, compared with the previous year :—

- 1873. 1874,
e B
Y 9?
Towns - - - - 2684 2851 Q
Rural - - - - 2327 21-20 ‘\‘
Combined - - - - 2485 24°72

There was a marked improvement in the registration of birth statistics.

In Calcutta, where registration is better organised and more aarefully
supervised, the recorded death-rate was 28'26 per 1,000. This rate cannot
however be accepted as correct, owing to the census of Calcutta not having
at that time been accurately taken. °

Cholera occurred in every district of Bengal, but less extensively and less
severely than in 1873. The deaths during the year are given as 56,876,

Deaths from small-pox numbered 12,056. It appears to have been present
in some part or other of all the districts throughout the year. It prevailed
with the greatest intensity, as usual, in the hot season, April and May being the
most fatal months,
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The registered deaths from fevers amounted to 324,156. The amount of
fever, and the mortality caused by it, were much lower than in the preceding
year.,

Bowel complaints were the assigned cause of 31,240 deaths. On the whole,
this class of disease prevailed with greater severity than in 1873, The most
prominent cause is climatic influence acting on the poor population, who for the
most part sleep on the ground, wear wet and insufficient clothes, and drink impure
water,

The registration of deaths in the Madras Presidency is extremely imperfect ;
the rate given for 1874 was 171 per 1,000. . In the capital the mortality was
returned as 36'6 per 1,000.

Deaths from cholera only amounted to 313 ; in Ganjam alone was the mor-
tality scrious. The disease was verv irregular in its diffusion, attacking only 12¢
out of 55,421 villages, and exempting many groups of population. Small-pox
deaths numbered 48,343 ; and 226,220 deaths were ascribed to fever.

Registration in Bombay is making steady but slow progress. The death-rate
arrived at in 1874 was 1717 per 1,000, a figure which obviously is grossly in-
correct. In Bombay city it was 24'04, against 24'31 in 1873, and a mean of 25°86
during the five past years.

There were in this Presidency 63 attacks from cholera, and 37 deaths. The
small-pox deaths were only 3,903. The fever deaths were stated as 183,717,
being to the total deaths from all causes in the proportion of 66 per cent.

The accuracy of registration in most towns of tbe Punjab is believed by the
Sanitary Commissioner to be yearly improving, and in not a few cases to be already
perfectly reliable. .

Ouly 78 deaths were registered under cholera, and in only two towns did th\e :

disease appear in at all an epidemic character. )

There was & very marked decrease in the mortality from small-pox, the total
deaths numbering 12,026 ; in 1873 they amounted to 25,699,

The number of fever deaths was 190,631, or 60 per cent. of the deaths from
all causes. They have never been so few before, and the per-centage also was
below the average.

There was very little cholera in the North-West Provinces. It prevailed in
the epidemic form only in Goruckpore and Bustee, which, with other ecastern
districts, appear to be the home of cholera in the province,

Small-pox was prevalent and very fatal in the plains. The hill districts continue
to testify to the perfection of the vaccination practised there.

Fever was less prevalent than in either of the two preceding years, but 67
per cent. of the total mortality was ascribed to it.

Registration in Oude, instead of advancing, appears to be becoming more
defective every year.

Oniy 68 deaths were put down to cholera, against an average of 17,000 for
the previous five years. The deaths from small-pox were fewer than usual by
about 2,000. This apparent decrease was probably due in some measure to de-
fective registration; it certainly was not due to the effect of vaccination, the mass
of the people not being thus protected. :

_ In most of the districts of Assam proper, and in the Khasi Hills, the registra-
tion of deaths appears to be on a tolerably satisfactory footing.

There are 17 selected areas in the province, nine rural and eight urban, The
average ﬁdeath-rate In the whole of these areas for 1874 was 37°3 per 1,000; in
the Brahmapootra Valley it was 40°9, in the Surma Valley (Sylhet and Cachar)
31'8, and in the Khasi and Jynteah Hills 28-0.

Cholera caused more deaths than any other single disease; 16,478 fatal
cases, accounting for 38 per cent. of the total mortality, were registered.
This number is largely in excess of the average of the two previous years.

There were recorded 1,370 fatal cases of small-pox, against 569 in 1872
A large portion of the apparent increase is clearly due to improved registration.

Under fevers, 15,910 deaths, or 37 per cent. of the total mortality, were re-
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The great majority of fevers are of a malarious nature. The exubcrant vege- Hearra or
ation, large amount of rice cultivation, and extensive tracts of swampy and Geseear Poru-
ncultivated lands, render the climate essentially malarious. LATION.

The ratio of deaths registered in the Central Provinces was 23°49, while the Central Provinces.

irth rate was 3493 per 1,000. Both rates vary very considerably in different
districts. The Chief Commissioner perceives some little improvement in the
registration of life statistics, but urges the importance of constant attention being

given to the matter. The public health was fairly good, though not equal to

the preceding year. Fever and bowel complaints showed an increase. Cholera
occasioned only 14 deaths. Small-pox was more virulent than for several years
past, and was fatal in 17,696 cases.

I he birth-rate in the Hyderabad Assigned Districts is givenas 36:1 per 1,000, Berar.

against 27'1 in 1873, and the death-rate as 27°9, against 22°8. These ?atios
give evidénce of improvement in registration, and it is hoped that, with continued
care, better results will in time be obtained.

'There was only one death from cholera. The deaths from small-pox ff,ll fI:O[n
8,326 to 1,112. The credit for this great decrease cannot be-given to vaccination,
but the severe epidemic of 1873 had left a very large proportion of the popula-
tion as well protected against another attack as if they had been vaccinated.
Fevers accounted for 26,732 deaths, as compared with 19,242 in 1873 ; while -
there was also a rise in the mortality from bowel complaints from 11,112 to 18,693.

In British Burma the recorded number of deaths fell from 41,154 in the pre- British Burma,

vious year to 32,937. The decrease was mainly due to the comparative absence
of cholera, from which there were 960 deaths. There was a marked diminution
in fatal cases of small-pox. Fevers caused more than half the total mortality ;
and the deaths from bowel complaints were also numerous, and are attributed
to the injudicious use of fruits and to impure water. :

The number of operations effected during 1874-5 in the Lower Provinces g::;;i"ﬂm"-

by circle and dispensary vaccinatots, as far as returns had been received,
was 959,673, against 791,634 in the preceding year. The aggregate cost was
10,207 I, of which Government bore about 90 per cent. The Government of
India comment with disapproval on this latter point, being of opinion that the
support of vaccination should be made more a matter of self-government, as is
already the case in other parts of India.

The general results are considered satisfactory as compared with former
years, but they fall far short of the requirements of the population.

In the Madras Presidency there was an increase of 69,736 in the number of Madras.

operations, which amounted altogether to 428,162. The average per-centage
of success was 95°88. Of children under one year old 36,444 were vaccinated,
showing an increase of 4,750.

Several Superintendents in this Presidency concur in opinion that nothing
short of compulsion will induce the people generally to submit to the operation.

The total number of operations in Bombay was- 732,624, being aun increase
80,401 on the preceding year.

There is now no real opposition to vaccination anywhere in the Presidency,
but there is shown in some communities a great deal of apathy and carelessness.

The operations in the Punjab numbered 511,425; much less opposition was Punjab.

met with than formerly. The Native Chiefs and the more influential people
generally afforded very ready help. The municipal committees, with some
exceptions, gave effective aid, while the masters of schools invariably ‘opposed
the work.

The Sanitary Commissioner, during a tour in the districts of Umritsur, Gurdas-
pur, Hoshiarpur and Jullundur, had almost daily illustration of the immense
progess that vaccination had made in the estimation of the people. They
laughed at their former fears and suspicions, and brought their children with
the greatest thankfulness to be operated on.

of Bombay.

gistered. The numbex: vaccinated in th.e North-West Provinces in 1874-5 was 494,928, North-West Pro-
‘ ' 445,901 of which cases were primary, and 128,080 were those of children under vinces.
406. R4
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one year. The Natives dislike their children being operated upon when very
young. .o

It is estimated that within the next two or three years the North-West
Provinces will have a body of vaccinators which will admit of each town and
village being visited every second or third year. So far no very perceptible
impression is being made upon the mortality from small-pox, but the work is
being carried on in the right direction, and a continuance of the present system
will make itself felt as the establishments grow in numbers, and the people be-
come aware of the benefits resulting from the measure.

The number of vaccine operations in Oude fell from 30,409 to 22,019. No
satisfactory cause has been assigned for this circumstance. Of the operations
performed an increased proportion was successful.

Vaccination in the new province of Assam is in quite an incipient stage, but
the question of its extension is engaging the serious attention of the Govern-
ment, as small-pox is a terrible scourge there, and is specially fatal to the hill
tribes living within and beyond our borders.

In the district of Ajmere-Mhairwarra 12,463 operations were performed.
Compared with some of the Native States, British Rajpootana is stated to be
backward in the matter of vaccination.

Up to the end of 1873-4 systematic efforts for protection from small-pox in
the Central Provinces had been confined to the districts of Betul, Chindwara,
Seonee, and Sumbulpore, and the favourable results in thosc. districts painted
forcibly to the benefit of vaccination. In 1874 the Chief Commissioner
sanctioned a scheme for the whole province, under which every Civil Surgeon
is to be the Superintendent of Vaccination within his district, and there will
exist a fixed establishment in each district, under a Native Superintendent, on
rates of pay sufficient to attract a good class of men. Consequently on this
measure, whered8 in 1873-4 there were in all 103 persons employed in the work,
the number in the ensuing year was 144. -

To ensure the protection of the whole population, the present annual rate of
vaccination must at least be doubled.

The Resident at Hyderabad states, with reference to vaccination in the
Assigned Districts, that it is clear that more and better work has been done
“ during the year under review, and this is mainly due to the zeal and
“ judgment with which Dr. Abbott has supérintended the work of his
¢ subordinates.”

The total of successful cases was 42,959, against 29,932 in 1873-4. The
proportion of infants vaccinated increased from 31 to 38 per cent.

There were 21,154 vaccinations in British Burma (cxclusive of those in
dispensaries). Both the number and the success compared favourably with
preceding years.

The charitable hospitals and dispensaries of the Lower Provinces nurabered,
at the closé of 1874, 203 ; 23 had been added during the year, and two closed.
These results, the Lieutenant Governor considers, speak favourably for the
public spirit and benevolence of the Native community, by whom the necessary
funds for the establishment of these new dispensaries have been for the most
part provided. Of the total income Government still contributes somewhat
more than one-third, not to mention the gratuitous supply of European drugs
and other medical stores, the value of which in 1874 was 25,126 I. In the year
under review there was, however, a slight improvement in the extent to which
the Native subscribers came forward. ~The number of municipalities contribute
ing towards the support of dispensaries also increased from 52 to 65, and the
amount of their contributions ranged higher than before.

Excluding the Calcutta institutions and 102 special endemic dispensaries in
Burdwan, the number of persons who received relief during the ycar either as
indoor or outdoor patients was 660,131, of whom 23,842 belonged to the former
class,.and 636,289 to the latter. If all the institutions are included, the grand
total is 1,840,822,

Dr. French’s arrangements for provisional dispensaries in Burdwan appear,
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to have proved a great success. He reported on 23rd February 1875 that 29
villages had subscribed, and, with one exception, had paid their subscriptions
for six months in advance. The object was to make the dispensaries self-
supporting until those which are eventually retained are established on the
guaranteed subscription system under one of the classes of the Government
rules. In some cases Native doctors, who were good men, were appointed to
the charge of the dispensaries at the express wish of the inhabitants.

There were during 1874-75 nine public charitable hospitals in the town of
Madras, at which there attended 9,396 indoor and 63,990 outdoor patients.

"The number of dispensaries in the Presidency (in addition to the above)was 122,
of which 12 were opened during the year. The readiness with which the people
tax themselves to maintain these institutions is noticed with approval by the
Government.

Out-patients at Bombay dispensaries showed a large increase, numbering
509,266. The amount of donations and subscriptions, which was small in
1873-74, was still less in 187475, but in contributions from local and municipal
funds there was a satisfactory advance. S

There was an increase of 16 in the Punjab dispensaries, making in all 136.
The total attendance of patients exceeded that of 1873 by 68,382. Thisincrease
is the more satisfactory as the year under report was one of the healthiest ever
known. There was a falling off in the subscriptions both of the Europeaus and
Natives, which is to be especially regretted in a time of prosperity and low
prices. ‘

Although the year was a remarkably healthy onein the North-West Provinces,
there was an increase of 1,718 in indoor, and of 4,604 in outdoor patients.
The latter increase was entirely due to two new institutions.

The question of the expediency of maintaining branch dispensaries under the
charge of Native doctors or hospital assistants has engaged the attention of the
Local Government. Such men bring discredit on the European system of
medicine, accommodating themselves to popular ideas, and throwing overboard
all they have ever learnt in ourschools. The result is that the abuses of the
dispensaries are a constant topic in the vernacular press; that the Natives,
while they fully appreciate the science of European surgery, only come to the
dispensary as a last resource in medical cases ; and that municipal committees
are increasingly transferring their support to Native hakims. The Lieutenant
Governor thinks it extremel® questionable whether these establishments should
be maintained for the sole cost of dispensing, through more or less ignorant
men, medicines of which the use is as well known to the people as to them-
selves ; and he has determined for the present not to increase the number of
branch dispensaries under the sole charge of hospital assistants, except on very
special grounds. To the extension of *sudder’ dispensaries under regularly
trained Assistant Surgeons he will, however, coutinue to give his warm
support.

In Oude four new dispensaries were opened; and the number of persons
treated increased by 19,256, notwithstanding its having been one of the healthiest

- seasons which the province had enjoyed for several years.

The number treated in Ajmere and Mhairwarra was 27,775. The Ajmere
dispensary was maintained in its usual good order, and so was that of Beawur.

At 77 Government institutions in the Central Provinces there was an attend-
ance of 9,558 indoor and 334,117 outdoor patients, giving a total of persons by
whom medical relief was sought of 343,675. That the people appreciate theze
institutions is shown by the fact that in the larger towns applications are often
made for- branch dispensaries to be opened. The subscriptions by Natives rose
from 1,813 . to 2,112 L.

There were 17 civil dispensaries in British Burma, of which one was opened
during the year. The Burman population are very slow in accommodating
themselves to our system of medical treatment; in surgery cases, however,
they believe implicitly in the skill of Government doctors.

A new medical school was opened at Patna in June 1874, and arrangements
were made for opening another at Dacca in June 1875. There were altogether

* 1,185 students in Bengal training for the medical profession.
I
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The question of increasing the teaching staff of the Madras Medical College
was considered during the year, the supply of medical.men from the college
having been hitherto short of the requirements of the country. The establish-
ment of provincial medical schools was also in contemplation. '

In cousideration of a large proportion of the Indian female population being
debarred by social custom from recéiving skilled wedical aid, measures were
instituted during the year for the education of fumale students at the Medical
College. In the case of various subjects which could not be convenicntly studied
in conjunction with male students, separate classes are held. Three female
students had availed themselves of the privilege.

The Principal of the Lahore Medical School says that most of the students are
doing very well, and that there is every reason to anticipate much goo.d. from
the plan of sending young men for. qualification as private practltlonlerts:
in their several districts. The Inspector-General of Dispensarics hopes tha
it will not be very long before these men will entirely replace the hak'lr_ns‘;
He does not believe that much good comes from the latter .pract'\stnzg
medicine, although they are for the most part a well-behaved and mtell.lé;(,rtlo
class, and he thinks the best thing th;xt can be done with them 18
employ them for the diffusion of vaccination.

The Bulrampur Medical School, which wasopened in April 1873, and is euldotz’std
by the Mabarajah of Bulrampur, is reported to have made a very goot]SVirh,
and to be in a fair way to become very popular. All the professors work‘t,( \l h
zeal, and took great pains in teaching their various classes. The sclmglh"}(" its
full complemeut of students in the course of 1874. Among the ('qudl'(]meskf
admission were two DBrahmans, of whom one had beeu formerly dmms_sod r
insubordination, and the other had resigned on account of CﬂSt%“])l‘\‘JndiCes:
These were afterwards reported to be among the best students. The aversion
which was at first shown to dissection is being gradually overcome. All the
instruction is given in English.

The general working and progress of the Nagpore School of Medicine during
1874-5 is reported to have been satisfactory, but t!le character and qualifications
of the students, more particularly of the new admissions,do not appear to haveleen
good. It is stated that some progress has been made towards carrying out the
objects of the school, especially the object of supplying hospital assistants for
Government service. Through the liberality of @ few Native gentlemen, the
principal was enabled to offer 21 prizes for learning and general proficiency,
which were carried off by twelve students.

There was a very great advancement in the sanitation of municipal towns in
Bengal. Dacca, Patna, Durbhunga, and Chittagong are noticed as special
instances of this improvement, and in many other stations the relief works
undertaken during the famine haye been of a kind likely to have a good effect
on the public health.

The famine is suid to have largely extended, in a most practical manner, a
knowledge of what is needed and how it can be done.

The underground drainage scheme which has been ‘carried out in Calcutta
has produced the most marked sanitary improvement, which appears to be
well worth the great cost which the works have involved.

The new water-supply from the Red Hill Lake is much appreciated by the
residents in Madras, who attribute to it their comparative immunity from
cholera in 1875.

Very satisfactory accounts have been received of the arrangements at Madras
fairs and festivals during 1874 and 1875. Latrines were erected, sweepers
entertained, cattle kept at a distance, drinking water guarded from defilement,
and medicines and temporary hospital accommodation provided. The effects
of these measures were in many instances very marked.

Increasing attention is given to conservancy in the Bombay head-quarter
stations and municipalities, and a great deal has been done towards supplying
wholesome drinking water. ‘

The question of the provision of a system of drainage and sewerage in the
capital is still in abeyance, but has been occupying much serious attention.
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Not much advance was made with the great works of drainage and water-
supply in the Punjab which have been for a long time under consideration.
The injury to the public health which results from the continuance of the im-
pure water-supply at Delhi was urged on the Government of India, and it
was hoped that a loan would soon be granted, so that the work might
be taken in hand and vigorously pushed on to completion. Works of minor
but still very great importance, such as paving, guttering, latrine construction,
and surface cleansing, were carried on.

Municipal committees in the North-West Provinces, continued to give atten-
tion to works of sanitary improvement.

ThLe project for the drainage of the City of Saharunpur, which comprises
25 separate works, aggregating a cost of 11,164 /., was nearly completed.

The reports from Oude do not exhibit much progress. A great drawback in
the municipalities is their extreme poverty. As a rule, the sireets of all muni-
cipal towns are well swept, the latrines kept clean, and nightsoil removed ; but
the absence of drainage and of urinaries, conjoined with the practice of throwing
ashes and. rubbish into pits near the houses, has causcd 4 deposit of sait and
nitre in the soil in every old town, frequently in sufficient guantity to be
extracted as articles of commerce; in consequence of which the water in most
of the wells within the densely populated area is so contaminated as to be saline
to the taste.

Some sanitary progress is reported in the towns of the Centra! Provinces.
With a few exceptions streets have been opened out, surface drains constructed,
and conservancy fairly attended to. The existing sources of water-supply are
impooved and preserved from pollution, but, except in Raipore, no municipality
has in hand any conprehensive scheme for providing its population with a pure
and safe supply of water. The great obstacle to bringing the villages iuto a better
state of cleanliness is the practice of keeping the cattle at*hight within the
village precincts, but reform in this respect will be most difficult to hring,about.
Improvement of the water-supply of villages would be more easy of attainment,
but even in this mattcr the apathy and prejudices of the people impede progress.
The fact of the intimate connection between cholera and pollution of the water-
supply is, however, beginning to be recognised by the more iutelligent classes.

The poverty of the municipalities in Berar is a serious bar to sanitary iw-
provements, but the matter is not neglceted either in municipal or other towns.
The establishments, after the cleansing operations of the day are over, are em-
ployed in various improvements, and in villages the people are stirred up to
maintain cleanliness. A great hindrauce to sanitation is the want of frec spaces
around villages ; and this is an evil not very easy to remedy without infringing
on the settlement rights of the proprietors.

Nothing important was effected in British Burma in the way of sanitary pro-
gress, but, as all the principal towns have now been brought under the control
of municipal committees, it is hoped that there will be more to record under
this head in future. '

SANITATION.
Punjab,

North-West Pyo-
vinces,

Qude,

Central Provinces.

Berar.

British Buyna.



EMigrariox.
To the Colonies.

68 STATEMENT EXHIBITING THE MORAL AND MATERIAL

XL

EMIGRATION.

Tue general results of the working of the Emigration Department in Bengal
during 1874-75, as contrasted with those of the previous year, are shown in the

following table :—

1
| 18783-74. 1874-76.
[
Number of emigrants admitted to' the |
depts - - - = = - 29,267 23,393
Absconded - - - - - | 4,562 { 1,178
Rejected - - - - - -J ’ L 1,660
Died in depbt . - - - - - 836 70
Death-rate - - - - - - 1-14 0°33
Despatched to colonies = - - - 24,669 20,230
Died on ship-board - . - - 775 285
Desath-rate - - - - - - 816 14
Number of emigrants who retuned from
the colonies - - - - - 2,481 3,634

There was thus a large decrease, amounting to 5,874 persons, in the number

of intending emigrants admitted to the de
in the number of persons rejected, absconding, or dying 1n depdt, and resulting
in a net decrease of 4,339 in the number of persons actually despatched to the

colonics. Tha uecrease in mortality, both in depdt and on board ship, is
satisfactory, as is also the large increase in the number of emigrants who
returned to India with their earnings. Although, however, the general
death-rate was small and considerably below the average of the previous
year, on particular voyages it was lamentably high. In such cases the
circumstances formed the subject of careful inquiry, and it was found that
there had been no want of proper care and attention on the part of the
responsible officers of Government in the selection and examination of the emi-
grants prior to their shipment. No satisfactory conclusions have beenarrived at
as to the causes of the outbreaks of sickness, further than that the coolies,
before they are driven to emigrate, are in many cases much reduced by want,
and that their constitutions are little fitted to withstand the hardships of the
voyage to the colonies. Every precaution is taken by observation in depit to
provide - against infection being carried on board the emigrant ships, yet
instances are frequently occurring”in which a diseasc in a latent form must have
eluded detection. An emigration season has been prescribed for the various
British colonies west of the Cape of Good Hope, such as will give the greatest
probability of the voyages made being fair ones, and in addition it has lately
been determined to provide that the bulk of the women and children, who are
the most frequent victims of disease on the voyage, shall be shipped in the late
months of the season, when the weather is fairest.

There was a large decrease in the shipments to Demerara, and a total cessa-
tion of emigration to Dutch and French Guiana. The requirements of the two
latter colonies appear to have been fully met in previous years. In both the
health of labourers has been far from satisfactory, and it was determined on
this account to suspend emigration to Surinam for the present. There was a
renewal of emigration tp Natal, which is considered satisfactory, as the coolies
have good prospects there of bettering themselves. ‘

Although there was a large decrease in emigration as compared with 1873-74,
the total number of emigrants despatched to the colonies exceeded that of
1872-73 by 3,059 persons.

Of the total number of 20,230 emigrants despatched to the colonies, 9,688
were natives of the North-West Provinces, 6,406 of Bchar, 2,781 of Oude, and
1,041 only of Bengal proper and Orissa. The number clsewhere recruited (in
the Punjab, Central India, and the Native States) amounted to 314 only.

pots, followed by a decrease of 1,881
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There were 1,058 more return i

Ther y emigrants than in the i ’
ch:IedisggI)ls W}';‘l}f::l :onlyeyed fihe latter were found to be generally ix? l:‘sr;otlilssfac}:t?)a:;;
¢ . oolies made n i i i i
so lt&u; clolonies or om the s g serious complaints as to their treatment either

ot less than 500 persons re-emi i
; 00 . -emigrated during 1874~75 ; d i
::Lers:,r ;?:;)é({)‘glr:ez(s),n it is said, f\Zve}l;e willing to emigrgte again/t?o’ thl'?nid;)(f SII(}E:
sequence of the enf: iti i )

re%uc?d After the ret?x nence of the enfeebled condition to which they had been
Maurll}izgill;atm;} from Madras is almost entirely confined to coolies proceeding to
ot IS,Q% W'hom there' were 1,186 during the year under report. There
qriive th,~r1'163turn emigrants from the same colbny, and 172 from Natal

Theg L e former only six deaths occurred, and two among the latter. .
oS Ofe‘port. gf the Lieutenant (_}overnor of Bengal for 1874-75 gives some
Frsulls o Inquiries that have been instituted in pursuanceof a Despatch from
portani;ret?ry of S.taye (date%d 24th March 1875), which dwelt on the im-
poranCe 1(1)e Ienézpuragmg emigration to the colonies, and raised the question
positioﬁ iy ren 1atn Government might not assume a more direct and responsible
A S}t)lec (t].(') this rpattgr. The emigration agents have pointed out what
coﬁlplainedecff 1e {fﬁcpltles in the way of emigration; some of the measures
Follcoring rutos Wef](? ﬁutlated or concurred in by the colonies themselves. The
of opimton sho,u Kl ich are now objecte_zd to, the Lieutenant Governor is strongly
force Tor the ot notfbe relaxed, viz.: (1) the modified regulations now in
Fred promontion fey of emigrant ships; (2) that ifi each ship there shall be a
o desertiI; rtion of women; (3) th?t'a re.fund of fees shall not be allowed in the case
Y respéot bo gm3g_rzmt(si ; (4) that full railway fare to their homes shall be charged
Corespec o dl ejecteh applicants. On the following points the Lieutenant
reforrey s el out hopes to the emigration agents that the inconveniences
i :m\_w;)uld be 2bwated as far as possible: (1) delay in registering
of age 5Witllcrants & (2) the chax:ge of an uniform registration fee irrespective
thobe g (11 regarh to the pecuniary loss stated to be sustzined by the colonies
P Slor : on the part of those registering themselves, the Lieutenant
o offenceecc:)r;m;ex?ded that a substantial penalty be distinctly attached to
engagemont. y emigrant withdrawing, without due cause, from his
Degl})l:tclﬂleltlltlzl':mfl;f) (:g;gi'noi lfullér agreed with the view expressed in the above
es A e the Government to carry out its proposed poli
:fo ;:1(;1;1?0 I;ﬁisiizar;mre tcorfm)lete information and guarantees thIz)m Il)t at prl)'(élslecr}lré

5 ment of emigrants, and that, with this object, th i

:;;%?éltggsbilrx(ﬁxllél GTecewe and pfgl)} for & number of qualiﬁJed ’agegts(ioi?)ml?;
P ¢ Government of India, who would furnish the Gov
with the fullest information, and also that all emigrants should bemc?:sl:ilg:;

before their d i i
De eparture, so that specific wages might be guaranteed to each

Various measures were adopted duri i
lab'lqilrex:s in the tea districts. P Hring 1874 for the ell-being of the
16 Important experiment was adopted of opening
' b was pening the over-1
(I;aj{r;elll)# and Doobree to the Immigrants into Assam px?oper, a secon?gr;? utet.by
d lfg)l’?cc elrrll‘g},rl opened attlthe la}tlt({}"f Place, and the coolies being embarkegr?rt)om?
nee. e journey through Western Bengal, and the d i
where the coolies had often to wait for someg dz;.ys before d?;:rttl;ﬁ?eagagaliiu\tvt:’
2 s S

said, most disastrous consequences. It i
S. w i i
tth thels seeds of cholera w%re sown. 2 during that Journey and detention
nother measure, which was sanctioned late i
¢ meas : ate In the year
additional clothing and shelter to labourers during ch wix,xter ths i
voyage up the Brahmapootra. Tms was suggested oriove. putbrens o

cholera being attributed to cold from insufficient clothli)lyl’  serious outbreak of

Complaints had from time to time b i
. . ) een received of i i
efficiency of Native doctors sent in charge of coolies ; 'chet)}il (:vgf: oresatad
%e men picked up for the occasion, and paid by the e el
uropeans is now organised for this service
all Imuc}:]h lf)etter qualified than the Native do,ct'gi'lso » though not at ali tegally, are
n the famine year there was a great in e i

here crease

despatched to the tea districts, and as the effects of ltllllet}slfc:ml'lc‘;::n . tabourers
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flow of emigration somewhat abated. The latter circumstance is attributed,
not to any decrease in the demand, but to a growing difficulty in finding
persons willing to emigrate. The recruiters have considerable competition to
encounter in the large demaunds from the colonies, and from British Burma,
and terms will probably have to be raised to ensure the necessary supply.

The number of labourers imported during 1874 was 22,288; and at the end
ot the year there remained altogether 70,992 imported labourers, being 12,295
more than at its commencement. . )

The following table shows the various territories from which the labourers

were supplied : —

4
Males. Females.
Bengal - - . - - - 6,883 3,268
o
Chota Nagpore - - - - -~ 4,272 8,397
North-West Provinces - - - - 2,201 1,24)
Madras - - - - . - 1y 7
12,376 2,913
L]
22,288,

»

These statistics are not to be implicitly relied on, but they may be depep<led
upéu so far as showing that the sources of immigratl_on are as much the thinly-
peopled districts, of Chota Nagpore and Sonthalia as the over-populated
districts of the Ganges valley and delta.

The total number of deaths during the year was 2,540. The death-rate per
1.000 was as follows in the several districts :—

Kamroop - - - - 937

Darrang - - - - 36-9

Nowgong - - -~ - 804

. . Seebsaugor - - - 41-3
Luckimpore - - - 458

Sylhet - - - - 202

Cachar - - - - 29'3

Total death-rate - - - 365

With the exception of Sylhet, the rates of mortality in all the districts com-
pare unfavourably with those of the previous ycar. In Nowgong the rate is
nearly double. The Inspector says the deaths were principally among new
arrivals, and were mostly due to choleraand other non-preventable causes. The
year was one in which the public health in Nowgong was far from good;
cholera and small-pox were prevalent in an epidemic form, and, as coolics are
generally careless about their health and what they eat and drink, the deaths
among them were consequently more than usual. The Inspector for Upper
Assam remarks : “ The mortality during the past year has been higher than
“ that of 1873 in both the districts of Seebsaugor and Luckimpore, duein a great
“ measure to cholera, which was very prevalent in many of the gardens. The
“ rainy season was also exceptionally unhealthy, owing to the frequent and long-
“ continued floods. I am often told, in making inquiries on the estate as to high
“ death-rate, that it is caused by the state in which the coolies arrive on the
“ gardens, ill and debilitated from the voyage. This is quite true, as I have
“ often seen myself, but it is difficult to find a remedy.”

The mortality in Kamroop would appear by the above figures to have been
disproportionately high, but the number of labourers on which the per-centage
is based was comparatively very small.
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The number of desertions was 2,955. It appears that desertions have been
steadily increasing during the last few years. Its most fruitful cause is said to
be the system of giving bonuses. Few of those who desert settle in the province
or return to their homes, but they are tempted to other plantations by the
offer of abonus, employers finding this a cheaper plan than importing labourers
on their own account.

Although there is no great disproportion of sexes, yet the birth-rate is only
2 per cent.  No cause for this has been assigned, and it is regarded with some
concern, as the welfare of the teca industry must depend to a great extent on
the fecundity of the imported labourers.

The system of State emigration from Bengal to British Burma was continued
throughout the year, 7,397 persons having been despatched through this
agency. The influx of this number of labourers led the British Burma
Administration to regard the scheme as, on the whole, a success, but the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal was disappointed with the result of the efforts
made to induce emigration of the- surplus population, even from the most
densely populated part of Behar, where the effects of the famine were much
felt. The scheme was about to be merged in a much broader one con-
templated by the “British Burma Labour Bill,” under consideration of the
Legislative Council.

Most of the immigrants were employed on the works of the Irrawaddy Valley
(State) Railway, many were privately engaged as labourers and servants, and
others found profitable work in cultivating and reaping the rice crops.

« There is also a migration to British Burma from the Telugu districts of
Madras, but the movement is voluntary, and unaided hy the Government.

The greater part of the labour required on the coffee estates of Ceylon is
furnished from Southern India. ‘The number of coolies proceeding to Ceylon
every year averages 70,660, and about 54,000 return annually: The arrange-
ment works very advantageously on both sides ; the planters can always obtain
as much labour as they want, while the high wages received by the coolies
enable them ro save, and ultimately to take the position of small farmers in
their own villages. The Ceylon Government undertakes to see that while

they remain in the island they are properly housed, fed, and provided with
medical attendance.

EMigration,
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XIL
EDUCATION.

Trr policy of Sir G. Campbell in regard to the extoTnsio.n of prl.mm'yﬂluca-
tion has been steadily maintained by his successor. l\ot\.\‘lthstundmg the very
great addition to the number of aided primary schools in the two pl'e‘cedmg
years, there was a still further increase in 1874 75 of about 1,000 §c}10(t)_ls. -

The aim has been, not only to augment the quantity of this 11?>t1‘uc. mn-zew
also to improve its quality without making it too high for tl}le puxprc?f:lr; S‘s]e e

As it appeared that the education of the cluldren‘"of I% 191‘ pO(;]e, clagses of
Europcans and East Indians was being neglect(_ad, oir 1. 'erllllthe aphere of
those interested in the matter to co-operate in elthi‘)'i;;g arﬁiz;l ot the same
existing institutions or establishing new ones, prot aut% orised by the rules.
time assistance from Government to the full ﬁ;};t(?:aﬁort
These proposals had not, so far, evoked any ot to two srofessions, the public

" sority of Bengal youths resort to I > HIe g

Ihe great majority ¢ ; nce that many cannot obtain employ
serviee and the law, with the con_Seﬁlue iew to open out other lines of cmploy-
ment, to their great discontent. Wit Al stablish technical and industrial
e Governmc]nt i]s'ende{x?;o;}?;gs ° 13:11(1‘(15 are being raised among tl%e.
schools of a superior kind 1n many piaces. 5 Are e
Natives themsé)lves for two such institutions, on? at. (IJ(Llcutgx(,)lzlmcr:ileo}rll:Satn (())t ]1) fen
Patna.  The Civil Engincering branch at the Presidency (0llcge A eltions

: i are i t beine in sufliciently close relations
very successful, owing apparently to its no B ent.” The School of
with the Public Works Department of the LQ(Zﬂll’ Gf%‘f;";g “tates : “There is a
Art at Caleuttads pttracting some pupils. Siv k. lemp L e Native
“ great want of even the most rudimentary traming i art amons -4 s for
« i\Drouth generally.  The art culture, once indigenous in the count')i.):ﬁ;, N
“ the most part, died out in the course of ages, and nothing new has bee
¢ substituted.” . .

Sir R. Temple discerns a healthy ambition among tl}e Natwe.s of Bet'lgd(l)ig
raise themselves by education; an increasing pride finds expxe,smlozz am ne
them in respect to the achievements of the Hindoo mind; in fact, there ‘?‘1 h
¢ sort of intellectual restlessness and mental fermentation ™ going ol, which ltz‘
is most important should be guided into a right direction. The numb(;p 0'
young men who visit England to complete their education, or to study for a
profession, is gradually increasing. ] ik

Almost every Bengalee youth who can afford the means aspires to Englis

education as one of the main objects of his life ; and there is a desire for lcarn-
ing English even among the poorer classes, o

A result of education has been the formation all over the country of societies,
having for their objects chiefly educational and §ocial matters. There were at
the close of the period under review about in.oi tl.xem, numbering about 2,000

members in all. The British Indian Association is one of the oldest and best

n among them.

kng:xe satisffctory result of the visit of the Prince of Wales has been that the

wealthier Natives of all classes are raising subscriptions to commemorate the
event by founding educational institutions,

The schools in Madras in connection with the Kducational Departrr}fent
increased during the year by 936, and the number of S(_:holars by 24,917. The
number-of lower-class schools was 81"306,1 Sz:owmg an increase of 881, accom-

i an increased attendance of 22,100.
pm’?ﬁi l()?.}(’)\'ernmen’c have felt it necessary to intimate their wish that a larger
portion of municipal funds should be devoted to education, and have specially
enjoined on municipalities the duty of directing elementary education.

The number of schools in Bombay connected in any way wit}} Government
increased by 181, and the scholars by 10,125 ; the numbers being 4,334 and
238,686 respectively. .

The returns for the Northern Division are reported to have been affected by
the unusually large number of marriages which occurred during the year. In
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Sind, too, the increase was small, owing to the disastrous foods, which for
several months emptied many of the schools and seriously affected others
in the district of Shikarpur.

Education made continued satisfactory progress in the Punjab. The number
of Government and aided institutions increased during the year by 100. an
the number of scholars by 9,876. The iucrease occurred principally in primar2
schools. '

‘There are good reports of the working of the Lahore and Delhi Colleges.
From the latter ¢ight out of nine candidates passed the First Arts’ Examination
of the Calcutta University. '

The development of education in the frontier district of Hazara has been
very striking. In 1872 there were ouly three ill-attended schools in the
district, and the district authorities considered there was no desire for education,
.and that it would be long before anything like progress would be made. There
are now 25 schools, attended by 1,098 scholars, among whom are the sons of
Atta Mahomed Khan and other local Cliefs, and somne children from independent
territory across the border. This remarkable advance is aseribed by the Deputy
Commissioner partly to the fact that the settlement operations, now closed,
while they have largely increased the value of property in land, have awakened
the people to a sense of the practical value of instruction, and partly to the
influence of the district committee and the extension of the municipal system.
A similar change in the feelings of the people towards education is reported
from the district of Peshawur.

Notwithstandiug the above enccuraging features, the fact remains that cf

children of a schuol-going age in {he Punjab about 70 per cent. are receiving
no instruction.

) The number of Government boys’ schools in the North-West Provinces
ncreased from 4,017 to 4,184, and scholars from 155,819 to 159,419. The
“hulkabundee > schools (the lowest class of Government schooig, which afford

{)ree clementary instruction to the village poor) increased by 161, and the pupils
y 3,346.

Government schools in Oude increased by 47, while private schools decreased
by two. There were 1,059 village schools, of which all except five were sup-
ported and managed by the State. The course of study for these schools was
revised by a committee, and it is hoped that the effect will be to make the
schools more popular both with teachers aud pupils.

Of 94 candidates presented for the Calcutta Entrance Wxamination, 457 per
cent. passed, which 1s above the average, as, of the fotal number of candidates,

the proportion passed was 43 per cent. The result was chiefly due to the
success of the Government schools.

In the northern Garo Hills education is entirely conducted by the American
missionaries. Of 20 village schools five were closed during the year, but the
falling off will, itis hoped, be only temporary. The future success of the schools
mainly depends on an adequate supply of ‘suitable teachers. In the southern
part of the district, wiere education is supervised by the Deputy Commis-
sioner, there was a fair average attendatice of boys. Only the most elementary

lnstruction is given. It was hoped that during the ensuing year several new
schools would be opened in the interior.

The year in Ajmere was, on the whole, marked by satisfactory progress in
educational matters. The number of pupils increased ; the experiment of a
branch school in the city of Ajmere (the funds for which were provided by the
municipal committee for one year) was attended with some success 1 while

night schools established in Mhairwarra to accommodate the agriculturai com-
munity also proved successful.

Although the number of schools in the Central P
the average daily attendance increased by 4,051.
Chief Comnissioner as a very healthy sign;
labour, consequent on the pov

409,

rovinces decreased by 30,
- This is regarded by the
for in India the value of cach bov's
erty of the people, is always a serious drawhack
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to the progress of education, while it thisy ' e he B triets,
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) 11‘( (x'{ (.l‘u((-v;l’ l:; the lower grade, and 22 lower-¢lass schools
were re
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i Getime. maekine the total number 380, lll(.,l( 18 a l‘kllhve*‘
number previously existing, makmg beyond keeping the hoys

i - provinee, which _
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tl\\l( ()m"v)rv the teachers and their pupils by fric ndly adviee ar

neowray -

- Inspectors of the Educational Department.

instituti 55 exhibitions, to enable
Other measures of the vear were the institution of 95 (r\hlllnit:o: (1;,( N
) e b > " A . R ‘ ) i , ";
1 t\‘«(M )1‘(()mi\~insg pupils in the village schools to push 0{1 t l.(u Ceation In
the i lll Jass school of the neighbouring town; the ¢y pment of 4
B dib f t sstant masters in schools in which the average
1 0w »xtra assiste asfers _
restricted number of extra ass _ n xche Jrhieh tho avcrage
l(t:t wdance exceeds the teaching power ot the p(]n.].ment %t(lli ; ‘Ehin‘thp ision
af ’(ll ates of school fees, so as to place primary mstruction wi | the reach
Oft {l o st‘ classes.  To render the Government schools })()plfl ar, (tln ;
LAY : N T » formation o
o : larity in attendance, instructions were issued for -tlu :
O ol co ‘ 1 , . and villazes in which schools are
local school committees in all towns and  vilages
< ¢ >

established.

i y ! v of schools
Fducation made satisfactory progress in  Coorg. 'lhctn:lr::ll)(:;v(ufl hnte
was increased by the establishment of three Governmen S
institutions. . e »ft the country to com-
A Coorg student at the Bangalorc High School left t y
plete his education in England.

1 e orreSS
In the last Report (p. 23) an account was given of t}llc»?mn-;l[:‘lll\db(l)(; Bt}'g.,:‘tlz
effected in British Burma in matters ()_f edu_catmn, and cspec ! Gy'qtem o e
cessful attempts to bring into co-operation with the G(')l}fl(‘.r}lln‘fxxl} :l‘)r;m,) 2 rge
number of the indigenous schools of the country. 1 us y"(-.dl,‘ (ti; i .
of continued advancement. Considerable additions were m:u IL L inspect.
ing staff, on which the success of the whole system dep(lfufb(.ml e
schools increased from 21 to 24; aided missionary ‘s.choo S lrt L
and other schools aided in one way or another hy'(x(')\'(fr‘llln(kll 4iuner‘\'mder
1,143. The number of children whose (zducatmn is in :sx‘)m( 1Ivn('1 ner wner
Government supervision was 33,027, w_luch, llow_evcr,_ .w.xa on {ic(-lti()n PO
1-2 per cent. of the population. But this proportion 1s no m(“ lu. N
extent to which education is carried on, as there arc 'Il}ll!(ll‘(lf))r;l,](‘])t e
schools throughout the country which are unconneeted \;‘n ! ;(31(0 i[]_(l;ltr("n()us
many of which firmly resent Government mtvrfvlpﬂ(:v. . 1'0'11(1). o .' V(’I'Vh”‘l'llti'
lay schools which have heen brought um!er the msp.(*(.tt‘l‘n;l,ltz(,}wg‘n iﬁfo:mod
fyvillg results are obtained, an.d th?, educational au{h()rlt}t: ;lL »;()mid stom of
that they must look in this dn‘ectlo_n.for the deve ()1)m(;,1‘1 ;) A \;,-mt e lifed
primary instruction. The great difficulty at Prvsent s t 1(," Vi t;) sty this
teachers, but various measures are being carried out with a view to supj
V ‘L'IIl‘fl.ebe is reported to be an earnest desir(: among the Burman youths to
acquire a knowledge, however superficial, of English.

. B 1 3 ) rStoe f
At the Calcutta University Entrance Examination of 1874 (tihc‘eily stt'i‘ll\letsc
setting papers in English without reference to text-books was introduced.
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had been in 1873 an abnormally large accession of candid
impression that the difficulty of passing fature examinations would be areatly

enhanced by the abolition of text-books in Enslish; and the result of that

examination showed that a large number of candidates had got admission to it
who were not fit. to appear.

In 1874 the number ot candidates fell {rom 2.544
to 2,254, Lut of this number 966, or 43 per cent., were successful, against a
per-centage of 33 only in the previous year. Vittv-six candidates registered
for- examination did not present themselves, and of the 1,232 who failed, 789
were rejected in mathematics, and 724 in English.  The number of candidates
from Bewgeal was 1,717, or 76 per cent. of the whole. .
Having passed the University Extrance Examination, students are admissible
to colleges and high schools affiliated to the university in arts, in which they
enter upon a course of study extending over two years. The subjects of this
course are prescribed by the university, anl form the ~tandard of the examina-
tion known as the First Examination in Arts.  After passing this examination,
stulents enter upon a further course, extending over two years, thie subjeets of
wiich are also preseribed by the university, and form the standard of the B3.A.
degree examination. -
The number of students at the colleges is, however, small.  The averaze
number of graduates for the three years 1873 to 1875 was 232, and the number
of graduates from the founding of the university in 1837 to 1875, a period of’
19 years, is only 2,307, In gencral terms the fact is that not more than 12,
perhaps 15, per cent. of those who have matriculated after examination ever
proréed to take a degree. . It is clear that the passing of the LEntrauce lixa-
mination has been too often regarded as being an end gained instead of being,
what it ought to be, a step towards an ¢nd, namely, the taking of a deyree.

The Principal of the Bangalore High

the University intrance lixamination, makes the following remarks :—
“ Many re

sort to the bad practice of secking employment as soonas the Entrance
“ Examination has been passed, and yet striving to pass more examinations.
“This is detrimental to themselves, and lowers the character of the mstitation
to which they belong.  Many a poor student musxt, however, adopt this course
“until Native liberality provides for such cases. But for founders and bene-
(19

factors in our Lnglish sents -of learning, the world would have lost much both
I literature and science.”

School, complaining of a similar abuse of Ma

-~

The number of pupils who presented themselves for -the Matriculation Ex-
amination at the Madras University was 1,911,
year, and the number of those who pased w
passed to cxamined candidates rose from 36'7 to 41 per cent; and in the
number of first-class men there was an increase from 62 to 120, At the First
Examination in Arts 183 passed, against 125 in 1873-74; and here also there
was a satisfactory merease in the number of those who passed in the first
class. '

At the Presidency College the S
tory condition, and a new chai
of Physical Science.

The Free Chureh Mission Tnstitution is the lar
and has besides a school department of nearly 800 boys. This college is very
successful in 1ts working.  Of its 153 students in 1874—'75, 38 passéd the Matri-
culation Exarmination, 24 the First Arts Examination, and five took the B.A.
degree.

The Doveton Protestant College h
half succeeded in passing the unive

against 1,704 in the previous
as 781, against 626. The ratio of

anscrit class was reported to be in a satisfac-
r was formed during the year, that of Proiessor

gest college in Southern India,

ad only 24 students, but of these more than
rsity examinations.

At the Matriculation Examination for the

\ : University of Bombay there was Bombay.
an merease of 90 candidates, but a decre:

ase of 93 in those who passed.

d of the candidates passed, while in the year
successful candid tes was reduced to less thag one-
fourth of the number presented. The falling off is most marked amone candi-
dates privately educated. In the higher examinations the results were sati
factory, but here too the proportion of successful candidates was s]
than in the previous year. In 1873-74 the total n

400, K 2

In 1873-74 more than one thir
under report the number of

sutis-
ightly lower
umber of candidates in these

ates, owing to an UnsivemsiTizs.
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U X1V ERSITIES. was 297, of whom 121 passed; while in the year of review there were 392 During the year under review Municipalities and Local Fund Boards N Fraarr Epues
candidates, of whom 150 passed. . Madras were relicved from all charges on account of elementary girls’ schools, Trox,
which were all made Government institations. « Mad;qs,

Punjab University  The Punjab University College made good progress. It held during the
College. year examinations for Iligh Proficiency and Proficiency in Arts, for Proficiency
in Law, Medicine, Arabic, Sanskrit and Persian; it expended 1,1;18 [. in
scholarships held at various cducational institutions, 5G9 /. on fellowships, and

The total number of girls’ schools in this Presidency increased from 237 to
269, and the number of pupils from 11,193 to 11,906. The total number of
girls under instruction in any schools connected with Government rose from
17,113 t0 19,582. Among this number Hindoo girls increased by 780, while

1,660 L. on the Oriental College and on the translation of English standard works the number of Mahomedan girls more than doubled itself.
into the vernacular. ) ) ) In B k o ‘

For the Entrance Examination held in 1874, 115 candidates prescuted them- ¢ n Bombay there was a net decrease in girls’ schools of 12, and in pupils Bambay,
sclves, of whom 59 passed. o of 150. Except in the Poona sub-division, the schools are generally pro-

The Oriental College maintained by the Punjab University College has been mising.

. . y - . . . - . » "" L1- ‘o . . " ‘1d
greatly improved in efficiency. Instruction is given in Sanskrit, Arabice, a

The number of Government female schools in the Punjab " 0 .
1 i ics, hi g soeraphy are taught through the 0 mment female schools in the Punjab rose from 101 to Punjab.
dorsian, whilst mathematies, history, and geography are taug rough t 198, s of ! n: : . i
}n((}(Iiltlm; of Urdu and Hindi. ’ Recvtit,ly classes have been opened for instruction decrensed ig)['ggzlgrgrmf?’nggg; d,t3182.18fhe (im]&e]d fell}l}&l}(:‘r fcl;;i)ols, h(;\; ever,
in the English language and literature. A school department is attached to t}le : 6,284: rom 223 to » an e scholars from 6,444 to
we. € y andi el ssed the Entrance Examination of the =< . ' o
g)u‘.gt‘ U().Ut Oft 2400?1‘:3(@2\?(,1 (é%?lftpca:nZidatcstor the Proficiency in Avts I'he aided schools comprise 53 mission schools, two sets of zenana classes, and
unjab University College, ght c ates

. 163 schools whi e or less - loe ' ; : 2 case
Examination all failed. To the Arabic Examination, however, the Oricental " Native comxsniz:}e]:s:h are more or less under local officers and in some cases
College contributed 14 out of the 16 successful candidates, to the Sunskrit

. . o L n . ; . 2 . -- o . . .. ] ) . . .
. Examination 12 out of 29, and to the Persian Examination 21 out of 36 Female education in British Burma progresses satisfactorily, principally at British Burma.

. T . issionary instituti \ ial fre i N : .
Of a total of 436,098 pupils in Government and aided institutions in Bengal ]t)kllersn o ry Ht““ltf‘tl(zni- "lhe.socxal freedom which B.urmesg women enjoy gives
MAHOMED AN M | ¢ . numl;cred 87,917. Of these, 87,087 were at institutions ,other n: §rea advantage in this respect. But there is a difficulty in obtaining
EpucaTion, - anhomedarns ’ o . tion The number in the lowe thOlOUgdly. suitable teachers, Combmlng a knowledtre of Enelish and of the
Bengal. than colleges for general and special instruction.  number Wt 1( ver vernacular. ° °©
primary schools was 74,644, being 86 per cent. of th.e who erx;xmth: a s(l 1001, ) . '
There was an increase of 24 per cent. on the prevxouhl_}’(lf"‘;l “b y nu(;n )(;r of ‘ The Pengalee literature chicfly excels in fiction, but an aptitude is also shown Literature axn
. R N N o > g R . . . 3 . .
Mahomedans learning English; the per-centage was sughtly DEOW 6, about or history, and many books of this character have been prepared, which are 7HE Press,
half that for Hindoos. . for o A1 education 1 sound and good as far as they go. 'There are also ethical and didactic works of Bengal:
The number of»Mahomedan students in colleges for gencral ed SO e 5 some merit; and rudimentary hooks on science, derived from: Edropean sources,
creased during the year from 36 to 53, and in institutions gwing msltruumu in are beginning to be written.
e .. : . P 5 - i ing the opening i . o e . . . .
law, medicine, and engineering from 79 to 115; while, (l)“l"a' t." " e" Stll ll' o A steady Improvement is reported in the Native press, The circulation of the
of the Rajshahye and Chittagong madrassas, during the year, the students 20 principal papers is believed to amount to about 20,000 copies. The general
attending madrassas increased from 314 to 657. . | Enelish. ; tone is decidedly loyal und favourable to British rule. The confidence felt in
As the students at the Caleutta Madrassa show a dusn'e. to learn fl]l,’ s 1,f1n the good intentions of the Government, and the gratitude of the Natives for
addition to Arabic and Persian, the I_)rmmp:}l the counsidering a scheme for external security, religious freedom, material prosperity, and English education
encouraging the study-of English conjointly with was other languages. are frequently expressed with the greatest warmth and impressiveness. At the
. same time, there is often much matter : i v a disnositi
The schools for Mahomedans in the Central Division of the Bombay Pre- - .2 5 matter of a controversial character ; a disposition
Bombay. . e sc;oo 8 to ‘ ‘ Suraeing results, and the number of pupils shows is Sometlmes manifested to find fault with cverything that is done or omitted,
sidency do_not present €ncouraging: restiits, « ‘ e and an increasing jealousy is evinced resardine B IR
a counsiderable falling off from the previous year. In the Northern Division, on towards the Natii'é]s. Y ) g the bearing of British pcople
the other hand, the Urdu schools inereased from 31 to 38, and the results
showed @ marked improvement. In the Southern Division there ui'c BIllisllllxlan The Madras School Book and Vernacular Literature Society receives from Madras
voet P ¢ . e 3 J A aros & N 1 , ) i il . 5 2 ) ! A 3
musters and assistants n some of the[ - ordm‘m‘y Canarese schools, and many Government a yearly grant of 2007 The Society's report for the year is stated
Mussulman pupils learning with the Hindoos. fo contain interesting details of the efforts made to supply the masses with
. . . iterature which, while instructive or amusine. j \ .
Punjab An indication of the growing appreciation of cducation by the Mahomedans a healthy moral ot sing, is pervaded at the same time by
in the Punjab is the circumstance that of 1,026 boys attending the Lahore
- District School and its branches 554 were of that religion. Of 701 bc(l)%ks' registered in Bombay during 1874 (of which some, however, Bombay,
were printed before that year), 625 were written wholly or partly j )
r 3 3 . - e A . 2 3 e 1
Oude 1he Mabomedans in Oude are, in proportion to their numbers, far more oriental languages, such as the vornaeulars of Tndia an)d thepeacl{:;dnl or:e of the;
. . ~ . AT > s yers g , AT es
. ready than Ilindoos to accept the offer of State education. This fact is apparent the indigenous and naturalized races. The Euro’pean e anguages o
in English as well as vernacular schools.  If, however, the low caste Hindoos sented by 74 English and by two Poituguese works guages were repre-
ccluded fr - i i eriorit 1¢c Mahomedans no . .
?re e)\clgdul from the.-cumparison, this supupmty of the Mahomed: The grants for the encouragement of literature and the presentation of books
onger appears. amrﬁlunted to 1,166 /., or little more than half the amount of the previous year
R . . - were were 55 vernacular '8 i i :
Femart Epuca- Female cducation in Bengal, though not making as rapid advances as might acular newspapers in the Presidency.
. Togiye 12 7 . < e ]. 8 i:‘ll‘r . .
TION, Le desired, is yet marked b):’ steady progress. Opc of the most promising O.n‘ a review by the North-West Provinces Government of the working of the Nor
Bengal. features of the new “ patshala ™ system is the extension of primary female in- Notification of 1868 offering rewards for the encoura g 1¢ North-West Pro-

o . gement of vernacular cop- vinees.
pesitions, it was found that from August 1868 to March 1874 no less than 1,164
b

specimens of authorship had been sent in, of which 125 had been rewarded. 'Lhe
Guvernn}ent concurred. m the conclusion arrived at by the Director of i?ul)lic
Instruction that the time had arrived for gradually raising the standard by

demagdmg more original thought, more research, and greater attention to cop..
490, K 2

struction in the wixed schools. Zenana education is believed to be makipg
decided progress among the higher classes of society, but it is conducted guite
privately, and it is doubtful whether it goes bevond reading and writing. The
attempts to establish normal schools for female teachers have scarcely
succceded.
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works ‘which were not deemed deserving of a prize of at least 30 [

1y
i itle ¢ Fdueat azette
y periodical journal in the vernacular, entitled the ‘D Iudutdtl(l)lrtl i?;d{h'iti;h
v ! -car by the E i partmel
Lewnn to be issued during the year by the Education Depart in Britisy
B ne i ] lisscmination of general information, a
4. Among its objects arc the dissemina gene . ne
e kening of an i1 in li . The report of the editor at the en
the awakening of an imerest 1 literature. 1e TC] ol Il ing o the
of the first six months was promising, upwards of 1,000 nd g

«abscription list. ] o
The © Rangoon Literary Socicty, .
Governnient, was 1'<-1)0rﬁed to be In a very

» which is aided by a small grant from
ourishing condition.
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In retaliation for a daring raid upon Munnipore territory by the Moombee

. Sooties, an expedition was despatched from that State against the offending

tribe, which, however, appears to have left matters much as they were
before. .

On the northern boundary of the State the Angami Nagas gave much trouble
by a succession of raids,which led to the loss of many lives and much valuable
property. It was intended to put an end to this state of affairs by strong
repressive measures against the villages implicated.

The Maharajah and two of his sons met the Viceroy and the Chief Commis-
sioner of Assam in Cachar in August 1874.

The usual apathy was shown in this State in regard to vaceination, and the
ratio of successful operations was very low. ‘ .

In former reports complaints had been made of the failure on the part of the
Maharajah to keep the road to the British frontier in the state of repair
required of him by treaty, but in the year under review the obligation was
faithfully carried out.

Trade was in a languishing state, that with Burma having been prohibited by
the latter State, and that with Bengal having declined owing to the oppressive
measures adopted in Munnipore. The latter circumstance, by inducing former
traders to have recourse to robbery in order to fill the pockets of the authorities,
has led to great and widespread disconteut.

. The Rajah of Hill Tipperah, owing to expensive litigation in_which he had
become involved, and to disputes with his farmers and ryots, was much straitened
in funds, and consequently means were not available for initiating expen-
sive improvements in the administration, or for supporting and carrying on some
of the measures which have been already originated. But notwithstanding his
embarrassments, the Rajah has always been ready to accept advice, and is said
by the Political Agent to have on every occasion done his best to carry out
recommmendations made to him. The present Rajah is the first one who has
been honoured with an interview by the Viceroy, and it is said that he is not
likely to forget the occurrence. He had never seen a steamer, or anything
worth the name of a river, and his delicht as he was carried rapidly along the
Megna river iun a splendid barge was unmistakable.

He has introduced a marKed improvement in the administration of the jails
in his territory, and has established a new dispensary. He has afforded his
co-opcration in putting down any attempt to carry on an illicit traffic in arms
through his dominions. The fact also that a new sub-division has been opened
out in the southern part of the State would seem to indicate a desire on his part
to improve the administration of justice. .

Little progress is reported in the matter of education. With an estimated
population in the plains and in the hills of nearly 75,000 souls, there were but
103 boys undergoing instruction at the two cxisting schools.

The administration of Cooch Behar was carried on with very satisfactory
results, and the people appearcd to be in a prosperous condition, The fields

were fully cultivated from end to end of the territory, and there was a remark- .

able incrcase in the production of jute and tobacco. There is a small but
effective Public Works Department, with a good Native officer of practical
training at the head of it. ~ Commuuication by means of roads and bridges has
Leen greatly exténded. ‘

The establishment of a Department of Education is producing good results,

The nuwber of schools and scholars rapidly increases; the proportion being

gcltlcatcd was, l_mwever, only one per cent. of the population. There is a good
library of Euglish literature at the capital of the State. Money for a Sanscrit
scholarship has been given Ly a Native gentleman. '

The Lieutenant Governor of Bengal paid a satisfactory visit during the year
to the Sikkim State. : ,
400. K 4
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The present Maharajah is a boy about 16 ycars of age; he appears to be
not wanting in intelligence, but is very retiving in manner. His mother is
a native of Thibet. After the death of the late Maharajah, she ma}'mcd the
Changzed or Minister of Sikkim, who may, in consequence of that po‘sxtion and
his marriage with her, be considered the regent, and is de facto ruler of the
Staie. ] _ . '

The voung Maharajah expressed his gr.utltudc for t'hc kindness sho“"n him
hitherto by the Dritish Government, and his hope that it would be continued ;
and the Maharanece also represented very strongly that the management of the
State and the guardianship of the young Maharajah had de\:ulvcd upon her, who,
being a woman, was ill fitted for the task,. and. that she relied on the protection
of the Dritish Government to  accomplish it successfully.  The Lieutenant
Governor assured the Mahagajah and his mother of the continued goud will and
friendship of the Goverument, and promised them his advice and support in any
difficulty in which they might be involved.

Of the Tributary Fstates in Chota Nagpore, 9 are under the Bengal Adminis-

tration, and 15 under that of the Central Provinces.

In the former it is reported that an abundant harvest, added to the favt'thatl
the public health was good throughout the ycar, rendered the people happy anc
(m'l[t‘](;r(:t;((}t.ums of crime were somewhat heavier than in the pr(‘\:i()us year, ,t‘h(-
pumber of offences of all kinds reported having been 106 agzunst 375. The
increase was chiefly under the more serious heads of crime, while petty
thefts and the like decreased.  Considering, however, the gr(‘:lt area ()t'tll(‘
country concerned, the amount of erime reported was (‘omp.nri}nvvly small.  The
])1-n1)01"ti0n of convictions was not quite so g('m(l as in 1873-7+1, but was not, on
the whole, indicative of a want of discretion in tne (f()m]mt.nu-nt of cases, -

Colonel Dalton, the late Commissioner, states that during the whole l)('l.'l()d
of his incumbency the Chiefs have eenerally distinguished themselves by a just
administration of the territory under their rule, & benevolent policy towards
their people, and thorough loyalty to thc.]h‘itish.(ln\'(:rmn(-nt.‘ o

With regard to the Mehals which are in relation with the Central Provinees,
the Clief Commissioner observes that it has rarcly been necessary toexercise
any active interference in their affairs. The two estates of Khaitagurh and

datna were trausferred to British management in 1870 and 1871 respeetively,

and the condition of both has greatly improved in consequence. The former
used to be a refuge for organised bands of robbers, who infested the roud that
runs from Nagpore to Raipore; now these bands have been broken up, and lite
and property are apparently as safe as i British territory. A (‘,()n‘.s‘ulvruhlu
trade has been fostered, and the people enjoy the fruits of their own industry.
Tn Patua, also, trade has greatly inercased, agriculture has been extended,
there is a good attendance at the schools, and the people are contented and
prosperous. X )

In the year under report it beeame necessary to interfere with the Rajah

of Sakti, who 1ot only was tyrannical towards his own subjeets, but was
aggressive towards his nieighbours, and even encroached on British territory to
cut down crops and carry them off. Repeated remonstranees were only -mct
with arrogance and obstinacy.  The estate has now been taken under direet
management; those of his subjeets whom he has ruined or grossly injured will,
as far as is possible, be compensated, and it is hoped that peace and quict will
soon replace anarchy and misrule.

The Licutenaut Governor of Bengal reecived in durbar the Rajahs of the
17 Cuttack Mechals of Orissa, and presented to them the patents signed by the
Viceroy confirming them and their heirs in their titles and status. Satisfactory
assurances were received of the peaceful condition of those hill states.

‘I'he only two States conneeted with the North-West Provinees are Rampoor
and Gurhwal, of which no accounts have been received for the year under
report.

The depressed condition of the Cashmere shawl trade has induced the
Maharajah to turn his attention to measures for extending the culture and
manufacture of silk.  Some progress in this direction has already been made
machines have been imported from Calcutta, and silk-reeling commenced; but

~ canals, varying from 5 to
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the silk, though of good quality, does not command a hi
owing to its inferior reeling, and, to remedy this defect, an official has been
sent to Europe, in order to acquire a knowledge of the silk business of Ital
and France. Hop-growing has also been experimentally introduced. d

With the object of providing shelter for travellers and traders, the Maharajah
has constructed a serai at Srinuggur for Yarkund merchants ; and he has given
much attention to the improvement of communications.

Measures have been taken for the translation of English standard works for
purposes of education.

In recognition of the assistance rendercd by the.Maharajah to the Yarkund
MISS%OH, and gf the hospitality shown to the Lieutenant Governor during his
tour 1n 1873, it was arranged to present him with a steam launch, which was
constructed in England in pieces sufficiently small to admit of their transport
over the mountainous roads and passes into the valley of Cashmere. The
launch - arrived at Lahore at the close of the year, was put together at
Srmuggur, under thf‘i superintendence of an English mechanic, and was
i\:)c;::i;tgi‘l{hlglgsgsg. in August, being named by the Maharajah ¢ Victoria,” in

In April 1875 the Maharajah proceeded to Simla to pay his respects to the

Viceroy, and, after a stay of nearly a fortnight, returned hichly grati )
the honour and cordiality of his rzception. ght, rne .xb 1y gratified with

There are 26

is said that the peo : :
violent ovire. people were contented, and that there was not a single case of

The Maharéjah of Puttiala was visited b
f]n this §tatc education has made considerable
¢ }fncia) otf -Rlam Chandra, the eminent mathematician ; two youthé educated at
Usive:}si?? aaic({u::c;ll l}ave pafssed the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta
b Ys ¢ foundations of a college for high education have been

advance under the. superinten-

MT}ile a.dg)inilsltration of Kuppoorthulla had in

aharajah’s illness, been entrusted to a Native C i i

] ) s, , ouncil of Regency, but th

(vi;sz(lagsum.s made it apparent that nothing but the control of a Bg'[itislg1 oﬂigg‘

e Lsg;ilra rtil;iz;rrllql:lhtsy an@ go((;d government. Since the appointment of
. Le § oSuperintendent, all has gone on well. The f

gﬁgir;gxentdhqs remained unchanged, but intr%gue and faction heavgrrll)lee(;lf

> and vigour infused into every department of the administration.

The Bhawulpore State continued tem

giﬁx(‘):gfl‘tlltgfnireg of the lan(% under cultivation was greatly reduced owing to the
o o s l o:lv' ation o{ll 87.3-74’, the income of 1874-75increased from 181,094 ]
fo 187, NI ulsn%‘ -t(l)lt equperlor quality of the produce, the extended s’ale of
Good prosses alley Railway, and increased receipts from other sources

gress was made in the construction of irrigation works ; 44 branch

15 miles in lengtl istri
239 w gth, 185 distributary chan
crime e’tlk?e V;Zli?c:anade at the expense of the State. There was ya dimi?x(:}:i’oﬁnol}
Nawab in education, port has been received of the progress of the young

Khyrpoor is a State situated in Sind, an

territory left independent after the battle of Md s e only portion of that Khyrpoor.

occurred there during 1874735, ceanee. No event of importance

N . .
The following constitute the group of Sikh Feudatory States :

Puttiala,

J vheend. ¢ Mallairkotiah,
habl}g. Furreedkote.
Kalsia. Kuppoorthulla,
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gh price in Europe, NAtive Srarss.

petty Hill States in relation with the Punjab, i i j i
L es ; jab, in regard to which Punjab Hill
nothing of importance is recorded for the year. Of Chamba (pol?. 130,000) it States.

y the Viceroy in his own territory. Puttiala.®

the preceding year, owing to the Kuppoorthulia.

porarily under British management, Bhawulpore.
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In three of the Rajpootana States the Chiefs were minors, viz,, Oodeypore,
Ulwur, and Dholepore. Their education was carefully superintended ; in the two
first cases trustworthy Native guardians were appointed.

In four or five of the States it was in contemplation to make a survey and
settlement of the land, but the accomplishment of the scheme would have to
depend on the machinery and the funds available. o

A measure of reform instituted in Marwar and Jeypore was the consolidation
of Customs collections in substitution for the numerous local dues levied on
traders. This measure had the entire approval of the Government of India, but
it secmed to be somewhat doubtful whether it would effectually accomplish its
object. . _ ' i

The means of information regarding crime are very d.efe.ctl_vez and con-
siderable advantage ariscs to criminals from the diverse jurisdictions. The
Courts of Vakeels were devised as a remedy for tl}esg Ob'Stacles to justice,
but these are stated to be becoming more and more juries for award of com-
pensation rather than criminal courts, as they seldom punish offenders, and
the system is open to much abuse. The high rogds are, however, now reported
to be in a fairly safe coundition. The policy of.mducmg maraudlpg bi}'."}?- of
outlaws to surrender and settle down to industrial p‘ursm?s on receiving pardon
for the past has been very successful in the Marwar-Serohi territories.

There have during recent years becen great improvements in the Rajpootana
jails ; those at Ulwur, Kotah, and Jeypore are especmlly well reportedd on,

The supply of food and water having been good during the ycar, the people
suffercd little from illness, Small-pox was mild, and cholera 1nsig‘tﬁ£pa\nt.
Western Rajpootana is considered to be a particularly healthy country. .,

The Maharana Sumbhoo Sing, of Oodeypore, who was mucly beloved and~
respected by his subjeets, died in October 1874, at the early age of 27. The
succcssion wae d=termined in favour of the young cousin of the deccased, Sujjun

Sing; but the uncle, Sohun Sing, maintained claims of his own, and refused to. .

ecognise his nephew.,
' Agdecrensc (l)f crime in this State during 1874-75 was rcporte(.l ; and the
administration of civil justice was cfficient and gave general satisfaction.
Vaccination was vigorously prosccuted. The Political Agent induced ltfhe
durbar to engage in the sanitation of the city, which had been somewhat
neglected, with renewed ene?g.d An abundant supply of good water now
ists throughout the valley of Qodeypore. .
exxThe condigti(m of the BhZels in the Meywar Hill Tracts is thought to be im-
proving slowly. They are in every way more prosperous in this part of the
country than in Malwa, which is probably due to their being engaged in cul-
tivation to a much greater extent, and to food being cheap and plentiful. Their
passion for driuk, however, continues. ] . .
Crime was diminishing, and traffic consequently was increasing on the main
road from Oodeypore to Guzerat. ]
A reformer, Soorjee, has for some years past been at work among 1n§ country-
men on the Meywar-Guzerat frontier. He preaches worship of one God, peace
and good-will. ~His followers take an oath to abstain from all crimes and offences,

» The following is & list of the Rajpootana Statesi—

Meywar Agency: Harrowtee and Tonk Agency—conisnued.
yOodeypore. :l‘hnlluwur.
Doangerpore, Tonk.
Banswarra. Shahpoora. \
Pertabghur. Kastern States Agency :
Bhurtpore.
Jeypore Agency : Kerowlee.
Jevpore. Dholepore Agency :
Kishenghur. b oleporge. Y
Ulwur Agency :
Marwar Agencey :
Jodhpore. Ulwur.
Jeysulmere. Shoojanghur Ageney
i kaneer.
Harrﬁ‘;'::% ::d Tonk Agency Sorohi Agency
Kotah. ' Serohi.
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from spirituous liquor, and from causing death to any living thing. They Narivz Sraras

bind themselves to live by the produce of the soil and to bathe before eating,
Soorjee has now a following of upwards of 1,000 “bhuguts,” or believers, and
three disciples, Gurus, ordained by himself to preach and convert.

In Jeypore education was making the most encouraging progress, heinous crime Jeypors.

was reported to have materially diminished, trade was active and prosperous, and
there was a liberal expenditure on public works. Several important irrigation
works were in hand. Sanitary reform, however, appears to be limited to the
capital. The Maharajah liberally supports the medical institutions. Although
small-pox prevailed, less vaccination work was done than in the previous‘year.

The Maharajah Jeswunt Sing, of Jodhpore, continued his vigorous administra- Jodbpore.

tion. He exerted himself earnestly to put down violent crime, and attempted
financial reforms. He intended to introduce some system by which the enormous
number of liquor shops in Jodhpore shull be reduced, and the quality of liquor
sold be improved. .

A thakoor who tortured to death some unfortunate women, on the su spicion
that they had killed his son by witchcraft, was sentenced to imprisonment for life.
For years past the thakoors of Marwar have considered themselves as sujreme
on their estates, and have cared little or nothing for the authority of the durbar ;
and the punishment awarded in this case is stated to have produced a good effect.

The Kotah State was being ably administered by the Nawab Faiz Ali Khan, Kotah.

who had great difficulties to contend with, owing to previous misgovernment
and confusion, and to the want of trustworthy officials.

In Bhurtpore, the working of the civil and criminal courts appears to have Bburtpore.

been iutisfactory, and education made progress.

Th

ample does good, and nearly all the Sirdars were beginning to havetheir children

educated at their own houses ; but, generally, education is not much appreciated
by the people,

The death of the Maharajah of Ulwur without leaving any lineal or adopted Ulwur.

heir caused some difficulty in the succession, but it was decided in favour of a
boy of 16, called Muugul Sing, The thakoor Lukdeer Sing, who was
another candidate, refused to accept the choice, and he and his purty held
together as a faction, and showed plainly that they only wanted strength and
opporiunity to go much further. The estates of all the refractory thakoors
were attached by the Ulwur durbar, and Lukdeer Sing was ordered to leave
the tervitory and reside at Ajmere, an order which he obeyed reluctantly.

The effeet of exacting school fees from non-agriculturists (who do not con-
tribute to the one per cent. educational fund) was to reducethe attendance of that
class at school from 3,403 to 3,145, while the number of agriculturists in-
creased from 937 to 1,383. :

The attendance at the dispensaries increased. The vaccination returns showed

. considerable progress ; except among the thakoors, opposition had ceased.

The condition of the people in Serohi appears to be very backward; although Serobi.

several schools have becn established at the instance of the Political Superin-
tendent, they do not care to accept the advantage offered. To meuasures of
sanitation the opposition is such that the people have threatened to vacate a

village if obliged to attend to any sanitary rule el d ;
universal. \ y s. The belief in witches ig

There has, however, been a marked decrease of crime in Serohi.

The reports received of the several States
favourable. In the States generally

* The Central India States may be classified as follows :—
Gwalior,

) ) Bhowapur (or Bh ]v : .
glﬁi;r:l, DhmP)——-ll States?e) Ageney (not including
Rewan. Deputy Bheel Agency—G States
Dhar. Goona Agency-—7 States, )

IBJewas. . . Bungellcung ﬁgency_ao States.
hopal Agency . . Bagheicun enc; i ;
Western ﬁed?a%;:;lﬁ%guzﬁ?ml)“" States. 5 States, ooy (Mot including Rewah)—

Guaranteed Grassia Chiefs—16 States.
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education of the young Chief of Dholepore was progressing. The ex- Dholepore.

of Central India are in most cases Central Indis
there was a slight decrease of crime ag Stetes
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compared with 1873-74, and especially in the number of dacoities. The dimi-
nution of serious crime was very marked in the Goona Agency, considering the
predatory habits which are natural to the people, and the facilities afforded by a
wild hilly country.

In school attendance there was considerable improvement. The Residency
school had in it many young Chiefs and thakoors, both Rajpoots and Bheels.
The Rutlam school was in a particularly flourishing condition. The Native
States pay all the charges for the schools maintained in their territories.

A Camp of Exercise was held by Scindia during the year, at which, the
Political Officer remarks, the troops were well drilled, and the artillery steady
and eflicient.

The durbar used its utmost endeavours to put down the gangs of dacoits
which infested its own and neighbouring territories.

Besides the college in the Lushkur, therc were 93 district schools in the
Gwalior State, affording education to nearly 4,000 children.

Sir Madava Row, whose services were transferred to Baroda, was succeeded
as Minister of the Indore State by his relative Ragonath Rao.

The revenue of this State showed a slight increase, reaching 500,000 /.
The land revenue collected was 338,600 /., nearly 8,000/, more than in the
previous year.

The expenditure on education (2,800 l.) was small in proportion to that on
other objects. The Maharajuh, however, sanctioned an increase of 1,200,
which is not shown in the accounts for the year.

The services of an English engineer (Mr. Carcy) having been secured by the
durbar, considerable advance has heen made in public works. The strects of
the capital are now drained and lighted, roads are metalled and kept in order,
and measures are taken for preserving cleanliness. ‘

The dispensary, under the supervision of an English physician, was largely
attended, and is stated to be a real blessing to the inhabitants. The Maharajah
has given 1,000 I for the building of a new dispensary.

A new jail on the Government standard plan was being built outside the
city, and in the ieantime both the present jails and the treatment of the
prisoners have been improved. The Minister states:-¢ The internal cconomy
“ of the jails, and food and clothing of the prisoners, are now just the same as
“ in the jails of British India. The prisoners are very healthy ; not more than
« 3 per cent. of them are, as a rule, on the sick list.”

The event of the year in Bhopal was the marriage of the only daughter and
heiress of the ruling Begum to Mian Ahmed Ali Khan.

The waterworks were in full operation, and proved a great boon to the inha-
bitants of the city.

A survey carried out in this State resulted in an extraordinary increase in
the classification of the best kind of svil, and the rates for each kind were also
enhanced.

The administration of the Rewah State having gradually drifted from bad
to worse, the Maharajah at length asked that the management of lus territor
might be undertaken by the Political Agent. The work had been commenced,
but promised to be a very serious and complicated one, the accounts having

been brought into great confusion after many ycars of extravagance and
mismanagement.

A very gratifying account is given of the Dhar State, and of the Rajah’s
courtesy and liberality on all hands. The revenue for the year was reported to
be 68,000L. The road connecting Dhar with the railway at Mhow was
approaching completion.

A full account of recent events in the Baroda State having been laid before
Parliament, it will not be necessary to do more here than briefly recapitulate the
leading points. '

‘Mulhar Rao succeeded his brother in 1870. In March l§73, Colon.el Pha}'re
was appointed British Resideht, and he soon brought to notice the serious mal.
administration of the State by the Gaekwar. In the winter of the same
a Commission was appointed by the Government of India for the purpose of in.
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ve.sti.gating and reporting upon the general condition of the State; this Com-
mission concluded _ their proceedings in February 1874, and their report
substantiated to a considerable extent the charges against the Gaekwar. A
period of 18 months was thereupon allowed to him for effecting the necessary
reforms in his administration, and every assistance was offered him for that
purpose. Not long after, Colonel Phayre was replaced by Sir Lewis Pelly, and
while this arrangement was in progress, information was received of the attempt
to poison Colonel Phayre, an attempt which that officer himself firmly believed
to have been instigated by the Gaekwar. It was then determined by the Govern-
ment of India to arrest the Gaekwar, and to assume the administration of the
State pending the result of an inquiry. The Government felt that a public
inquiry was more advisable than one conducted in private, which would have
given occasion for suspicion and mistrust. The action of the Government being
taken, not upon legal, but upon political grounds, the Commission was not
constituted a judicial tribunal ; its functjon was to report to the Government of
India, with whom the decision would ultimately rest.

The Commission commenced their proceedings on the 23rd February, and
closed them on the 31st March 1875. ~On the grave imputation of instigating
the attempt to poison, Sir R. Couch, Sir R. Meade, and Mr. Melvill, found
the Gaekwar guilty; the Maharajah of Jeypore considered him mnot guilty,
while Maharajah Scindia and Sir Dinkur Rao thought the charge was mnot

roved. '
P The Government of India carefully considered the reports and evidence,
and, after due consultation with Her Majesty’s Government as to the Gaekwar’s
general maladministration, issued a proclamation on the 19th April 1875 by
which Mulhar Rao was formally deposed.

In the administration of Kutch there had been, in the preceding year, much
confusion and many abuses, resulting from the want of any responsible Minister
at the head of the State, A satisfactory selection has sines been made by the
Rao of an officer with some experience of Government service ; and he will be
assisted by a deputy who is also favourably spoken of.

During 1874-5 general progress was retarded by the Rao’s disputes with his
Bhayad or kinsmen of the blood, and with the neighbouring Chiefs of Kattywar.
The finances were not in a flourishing position, and trade was depressed. There
was, however, a diminution of serious crime. Out of an expenditure of 26,554 /.
on public works, nearly 20,000 /. went to the construction of a new palace. On
the other hand, a lighthouse was erected, the light of which is visible at a dis-
tance of 20 miles; and some other useful works were carried out, or in
contemplation.

The dispensaries at Bhuj and Mandvi made progress. The prevalence of
small-pox induced the Rao to adopt special measures for its prevention; 3,034
vaccinations were performed, or 558 more than in the previous year.

Five new schools were opened during the year, and the building for a
Mahomedan school was completed. The Alfred High School succecded in
matriculating one boy. The Government Inspector, who examined several

schools, expressed himself pleased with the acquirements of the Rao’s son and
daughter.

Progress in Kattywar is stated to have been very marked, both in administra-

Ati]on and in development of material resources. The condition of the lower
:haessgsh iappears to be generally prosperous and comfortable, and the attitude of

efs towards the British Government is, without i

¢ Chi _ t is, exception, loyal and

gsr il :9:1 the Governor meeting the chiefs in Durbar, they addressed him
“ Your Excellency,~The countr i is i

. ir Excellency, Y, as you will yourself see, is in a state of

:‘ 1;;et_xlcte, Jﬁxsuce 1s improved, factories are rising, roads and l;ridges are being

* built, scl ools are multiplying. While we frankly own that the great change

“ }s;nceﬁt e days of our forefathers has been made under, and is due to t%e
eneficent counsels of the British Government, yet we claim what c;'edit

= The province of Kattywar consists of 86 separate talukas, of which 23 are of the four chief cl;
asses,
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“ is due to Chiefs who have ever adopted those counsels with alacrity, and have
« admitted their wisdom, even where their adoption was hard to regc;u(cilu w('ith
“ the habits and associations of the past.” ' '

In his reply, the Governor fully accorded them the credit they claimcd, p:
ticularly in regard to the establishment of the Rajasthanik Court (t- ,p;;r«
equitable deciston of disputes between the Chiefs and their kinsien» ({r [m
they had yielded part of their most cherished prerogative.  He als:)“ lll(’l(;j};
with satisfaction to the practice of completing the education of yomwa, ul()]“
by foreign travel, to the great attention paid to the suppression ‘of cri I’? %i
violence, snd to the general development of national prosperity. me and

A centralised police was checking lawless tribes and mercenaries, and tracki
outlaws. The Chiefs have agreed to subscribe « fund, “mounting to l(‘;“."l.ng.
yearly, for ten years, to be spent on the great trunk roads, so far :?s th ,-f_la.l.
the poorer districts, while the greater Chiefs have themselves undertaken tfl?( l-e b
within their own boundaries. Works on these lines were in active o barts
and several large bridges were being built. progress 4

Much improvement might be ettected in education if some of the Chief, v
take a more lively interest in it. The practice of carly marriages sw.o, 1d
interferes with the course of study. Mmateria Jlly

Five schools were added during the year, making a '
number of scholars on the rolls showed :{ fallin o off. § @ total of 399, bu

A praiseworthy effort has been made by the Raj Saheb of Drangad
cate the dangerous and predatory classes of his subjects b 05 1A to ed
schools for them. Y opening spec
Vaccination was largely resorted to; 77,311 perso : .
976 in excess of the previous year. PErsons were operated on, heing
Kattywar has a flourishing trade, principally in e
Those from Bhownuggur aloue were}) vah?ed yat 1,;Il)gr;§)63f r'zll‘? cottlon.
exports are wool, common food grains, ghee, hides, oil and ‘bulii -m ! the
imports (the valu¢ of which is much less than that of the ex orton: and the
cloths, timber, metals, rice, cocoa-nuts, oil-seceds, and groceriésp 'I§1)1 o (‘:oltlton
sand and lime stones of the province are very little exporte.d aexhcc ot
granite of Girnar is hardly known to its owners, » and the fine

There was no nnteworthy occurrence in the State of Camb
that the Nawab liberally promised an annual subscription otf'l}‘; g’ley (t)'gx(‘lttl))fsf::;t

- port of the schools.

In Pahlunpore the reform of the judicial administratic i
. : : m oc i
together with the reclamation of large tracts of waste land t%l;plfglt?‘t,t?tmn;.
cotton, and other local improvements. ’ ation o
The financial supervision exercised by Government :

2 . 3 A ' ove ‘ \
Pahlunpore State since 1817 was withdrawn in August 1874r tntx::ai lelilc;:i?lﬁtggs
of the Dewan’s debts having been arranged, the whole herem ‘

A ma S
over to him. ’ nagement was made
The petty States have now ncarly all been ranged

: : ) under the ”
system, which superseded the defective police arra%gements for:)erlth::? ‘(tl.ar
The measure at ﬁrst occasioned much discontent and oppositiony Aflnt,}%
Chiefs, powever, with the exception of the Tharad thakoors uften: ers ei
jcrsuasion, consented to co-operate in the reforms so \’xrgentl pnee?lzg
and to bear the expense of their introduction, and the irritation had }i’n agr {
measure subsided. The whole of the primary civil and criminal businegsseﬁf
the administration will pass through the hands of the thanadars. This bene
ficial change has been followed by the reorganisation or reform of the village
police of the several estates in which the system has been established. 8

The Maha..rajah of Edur being a minor, his territory is under direct manage-
ment. He is being privately educated. The State debts were considerably

reduced. There wasa fair expenditure on public works. Vaccination was
steadily on the increase.

» This Agency comprises 11 States, with other petty jurisdictions.
+ In Mahee Kanta there are 12 larger and 47 smeller States; and in Rewa Kanta, 6 larger and 56 sma"--

ones.

PROGRESS AND COKNDITION OF INDIA, 1874
. s —5.. .
hd
A school has been opened for the special b I

; e .
frontier, the Maharanee having consexﬂed that ?lfg l;i:)sf; g)hgel children on the
master should be defrayed from the revenues of the State SvePd th‘? pay of the
no new §chools were opened in the State, but those in ex] 1th this exception
with efficiency. ' 1stence were kept up
In the Agency generally there was a very decided i

which is attributed partly to recent police refolrn(is lirrllzlt‘;(i?us;; fbl'eported crime,
Agent, and partly to the great number of liquor stills in the prov)irnf,};e Political

The intercourse of the Political Agent wi . e
satiSl}actory. gent with the Chiefs of Rewa
The results of the first year’s working of t ‘
gratifving. Its origin Wa)s as follows.g Thehivilllng;‘;sssy:)tfel:();f police are ver
Kanta. its proximity to Meywar, and the absence of an € parts of Rewa
tection of life and property so favoured the commissionya Si,lSt.ematlc_ pro-
crime as to attract in 1872 the attention of the Bomb::l (lj;mpumty of
It was necessary not only to check the incursions of Bheelsyfro,ﬁv%}nmem'
who in former times thought nothing of attacking a berder villag eywar,
it on fire, and harrying all the cattle, but also to overawe thbe’l\;emng
villages, which claimed independence of all authority, to keep the e deywar
from marauders, and to protect the peaceable section of the Ii)nhab':oa s free
secure these objects a federal police was organised from the materi 11 ants. To
which the Political Agent describes as having been without subord'rlat'S at haqd,
cipline, the men beirg accustomed to live upon the country, to mg ion or dis-
selves from their posts, and to screen offenders for a considerzft’ion ¢ 'Is‘ﬁr_lt them-
paid, over-worked, and badly-equipped body of men is now report‘e iin 18 undgr-
able state of efficiency, with a total strength of 63 officers and 323 a redit-
while in the mounted branch there are one officer and 47 men T;ne? Onl foct,
over which their operations extend is 1,595 square miles. Of égoom Aarea
arrested in the year under report 70°34 pur cent. were convicj;'ed Pr porsons
stolen to the estimated value of 1,560 /., of which 29-30 per cent. was operty was
Cattle-lifting is still a favourite pursuit amongst the Bheels ; the ¢ re?()fgred,
with which animals are kept by their owners, both by day ’andb are lesaness
the apathy with which their loss is regarded, favour the oﬁ’enceya?lhg lltz and
detection, whilst a great proportion of these thefts, being perpetrated b l;glder
from Meywar and Wagud, have to be dealt with by the unsatisfact y oneels
of international courts. ? ory system
Measures are in progress to ecxtend the benefit of t :
whole northern frontier. The States of Rajpeepla, Cﬁl(iang‘;)dl;ol;ce to 'the
Balasinore are organising special police services, but the Political 2{’1 Zoi‘,f(md
that, with the laxity prevalent in Native States, a policeman Willgnrl b
employed exclusively on police duties, but will be expected to perform ever be
vice, however foreig(rix to his proper office. any ser-
The vaccination department was carefully superinte .
operations vgas l?,O?}?, algainst 1 53,?0;) inh the grevigus yea!:ied ; the number of
The number of schools was 65 (of which four were girls’ .
average attendance of 2,737. Only one English clags;ﬂ; a:cl:)ozls), “';Yttilh an
average attendance of nine pupils. The Mahomedan POPUlationpof ,thelt an
appear to take more interest in education than formerly. The Urdu sch olwns
Lunawara has been re-opened by local effort, and another has been commoo a;
in Baria, where the Mahomedans have shown their earnestness by erect?;l;ea

school-room.

Nattvg Svur ES.

Kanta Was Rewa Kanta#

The Surat Agency comprises three States. One of them ‘(Sucheen) is under Sura¢

attachment. The other two (Dhurrumpoor and Bansd :
a backward condition. P nsda) are reported to be in

In the small State of Narakote there was an increase in the number of crimes, Narakote
] o

in regard to which, however, the Political Agent observes that t

though s.im}.)le and amenable to authority, are not free from the lax ig:aspe:splt%

minor injuries to person and property which are natural to half-civilised tribes

and that the increase of offences is probably an indication rather of increasing
2

* See last note on previous page.
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NaTive StarTes.

Khandesh.®

Peint.

Jowhar.

Junjeera.

Sattara.t

Kolbapore.

838

strictness of police and
habits of the people.

kenness, and this is necessarily accompanied by
in the absence of any supervision,

Petty cases are disp
be that of fine only, and the rapacity of the

STATEMENT EXHIBITING THE MORAL AND MATERIAL

magisterial supervision than of any deterioration in the

e principally notorious for drun-
lawlessness and crime, though,

little of what goes on ever comcs to light.
osed of by the Chiefs ; the ordinary punishment is believed to
Chiefs doubtless leads to great abuses.
general condition of the people in the
and terribly afflicted by fever. They

The inhabitants of the Dangsin Khandesh ar

Deplorable accounts are received of the

Peint State. ‘They were poverty-stricken, : .
the hill-sides, otherwise than by putting

have not capital or energy to cultivate
in seed on ashes, w
seasons.
as they might be.
the land revenue of 1131
endeavour was being made by the Co

or cight years, and the bul

hich is scldom done in the same place during two consceutive
Even fertile valleys, of which there are very few, arc not cultivatqd
The result of the settlement, however, was an increasc 1in
, chiefly on account of increased cultivation.  An
llector to improve the water-supply.

ignored in the Jowhar State until within the last seven
k of the population consists of wild tribes. Consider-
has been made. The young Rajah prose-

Education was entirely

ing these facts, satisfactory progress

cutes his studics at Poona.
The forests of this State are said to be mearly

furnish the main source of revenue, their conscrva

importance.
The administration of Junjeera was most sa

all departments is considered by the Govern :
credit on Mr. Larcom, the Assistant Political Agent, to whose exertions the

favourable results arc due. The Nawabh was applying himself to the redres
of abuses, although he had not freed himsclf entirely from unprineipled
favourites. The cwocess attending Mr. Larcom’s efforts to establish superior
schools is noted with special commendation. There were cight of such schools,
and the gross income on account of them was 583 {., against 77 [ in the pre-
ceding year, while the number of pupils was 517, against 373. Thesc schools
are becoming very popular, especially among the Mahomedans, and no diffi-
culty is experienced in obtaining suitable school-houses as gifts, or rent-free,

from wealthy residents in the larger towns.
Two vaccinators performed 4,309 operations,

revious year.
The Political Agent, contrasting

worked out, and as they
tion is a matter of great

ment of India to reflect great

as compared with 2,983 in the

the present condition of things with that of

15 ycars ago, when no European life was safe in the country, observes that, on
a tour through the Hubsan, he found a healthy, well-fed, coutented, and orderly

opulation, among whom serious crime is almost unkunown, an efficient and
respected police, good criminal administration, vaccination general, schools
being established everywhere, postal and steamn communication to important
places, and Bombay traders engaging fearlessly in commerce with the inhabi-

tants.
The Rajah of Akulkote is a minor. In this petty State the police force was

reported to be in much need of improvement, the revenue was not satisfactory,

cultivation was in a backward state, and the educational returns showed retro-
gression, lained of.

while the inefficiency of the teachers was comp
In Kolhapore, good progress was made in all departments. There was a
satisfactory decrease in crime. The expenditure on public works amounted to
modate about 400

36,710 1., and included a high school, which can accom
students. Several important road bridges were being constructed; and a

water-supply for t
The total area of culturable land in Kothapo
which 334,650 were under cultivation during 18
4,141 acres. The area of land under cotton cu
about 3} per cent. of the whole.
There were 9,507 patients treated at
vaccinations there was a decrease of 892,

re proper was 428,417 acres,

the number reported being 17,620.

tisfactory, and the progress in.»\

he capital had received Government sanction.
of

73-74, showing an increase of
Itivation was 12,072 acres, or

the civil hospital and dispensary. In

# 'This territory comprises 23 petty States.
+ This includes, besides Akulkote, 5 petty States.

e

PROGRESS AND CC.o... . .

)

Tt oress i
] I::a{);(();rl'z:b of Educa.tloq continued satisfactor
ol (1;;:3 atxax}x{natlon 12 passed, and onye.of the‘é.7 obtaims®
pains are taken with the education ot['ntl?t:) tameu:ﬁa
young Rajai3

In Sawunt W :
aree, w .
» while there was a considerable increase in the numb
umber of

persons brought to trial
of convictions. » there was not a proportionate increase in the numb
mber

av;alrgg:e d‘:ﬁ; a;ti::é'ease of 71 in the number of schol

a ance was less than i :

stated to have b 3 less than in, the precedi .

past. There ap[f::r;ntgl t])f;ng‘“b‘zlmg c((i)m]ition ig this Sr'ltitg’ ?'211:. sonElgufcatlon s

the children no strong desire for it am dthough

Measures wg;gmsgl-‘fes are pamnstaking and full of int(;);ﬁ the People although

Measure eing taken to bring the S gence and emulation,
Pﬁf ision. ‘ g tate schools under closer

e young Chief, and other
3 ! ¢ youths belongi is fami
flcft\og)x})sl:ggreisl in their edueation at Ko(ﬁ]li;:)gr; o his family, were making satis-
iderable trade in cott i ,

the Decean to th on and grain passes through S

and other gratinseosfe Z!t;port O.f Vingorla. Forlocal consumgﬁona“:}‘:::t Vl‘)’z}_rqe from

are sent abore 1l gh%tURper country are imported ; whilst c(’)coa and %thl’{gram,

that si 2R eX .S in return. Statistics +1 s e el-nuts

l,“_’t “llnge the construction of the Amboli Ghétare s e, able, but it is stated

argely increased. road in 1869-70 the traffic has

The vaccinations
numbe. i :
32 deaths from sma]l-pox.”ed 7,003, against 5,181 in 1873-74. There were

ars on the rolls, yet the

The affairs of th ;
e Sangli State w '
and th iaf? .0 > were conducted b it -
the ap;)g;ﬁigs antagonism to this arrangement ledyt?) E;rltl}slh Administrator
able, | Them rll]i;sosz.ellllew Mlnxster, however, the Chief ha:(i)eef,m:lt())le.
liabilities of the S an 1mprovement in the general -1 _more reason-
: tate have b general administration : th
during t een reduced; a su on 3 the
Satisfg he year on works of public utility ; and th m of 3,495 L was disbursed
Thactory, e progress of education was
ere are five other jaghiredars i -
which are divi Jaghiredars in the Southern Mahrat
The a dminisl:xl-gf'd between elder and junior branches o?atlt:: coxlx'ntry, tqu of
1on of most of those States is favourably reporte(;.'u wg familics.
, on.

.

struction and repaj
) pair of roads, and 906 ! i i
Education o progressed sutinctosly, - On Improving the water-supply.

No account has b i
as been received for 1874-5 of affairs i
alrs in the territor
y under the Hyderabad.

direct government of the Nizum.

which 12 were worked by ¢ !

which g were by committees. Advantage is ta iti
o t)al rel; :(i)petgtgtl'l:}tl the moreadvanced municipalitilfezr\:';)ti;l?;}i{e?l%p(()lrtunmes
de'xif;ed from eopts € municipalities were 52,285 L., of which 15 e79§ (;val:.
: ‘ ' , . was
e hea)(’iezl;' a(}ilowg a general diminution of seriou

bl ill)C.OI.tl.es, “:hlch rose from 34 to 39
e Re gj * ivision, in regard to which the Ju
« the poreer stances of the Nagar Division appea
« o pe gf t?tm'\/]n of this description of crime d
. el numbere Malnad, with isolated houses i.tt
« g b hs qu reputed criminals and nomadi
« prore U alf the year in quest of work or
€ measure for the prevalence of d

. » ’ y

“ endeavour is be;j
I eing made b
“« suppression " Yy the 1008.1 and c .
. ontrolling authoriti i
g rities for their

The workin
g of the police d
ment, was far from satisf: epartment, although i .
reorgunisation, and ‘int;;f%cﬁ?r - The department ist ﬁgowed Some 1mprove-
approaching efficiency caniLeVed that some time must e]:?: eli) 1;1 process of
o1 : Py e 3 1 fa ) € %

beginniug to be better understoozatabhshed. The fuuctioni of fhzri) ai's'lswm
‘ : ’ olice are

400,
'’ . M .

8 (c)rflme in Mysore, except under
_ 'the latter, 21 cases oceurred
dicial Commissioner remarks :
’Ifhto afford peculiar facilities fox:
e wild and sparsely populated

L0y Bouthern Mahrat
Since States. "



Cochin,

Travancore.

Poodoocottah,

. o U'HE MORAL AND MATERIAL

mr -

. ut prisoners was on the whole good, except at the Bangalore
of noti- sl where there was a prevalence of scurvy. owing to the daup and
cold during an unusually wet year. In this prison 588 convicis were taught
the rudiments of recading and writing, against 496 in the previous year; and 156
learned to read and write well, acainst 141. ’

The demand on account of land revenue was 735,127 1., showing an increase
of 17,398 L.

There was an abundant rainfall, and the crops were gencrally good. The
season was favourable for coffee.

The cultivated area, as compared with that of the preceding year, inercased by
24,901 acres. Theincrease was principally under the heads of rice, sugar-cane,
and dry grains:

There is a growing appreciation of the benefit of hospitals and dispensaries.
The number of out-patients has steadily risen from 69,830 in 1871 to 105,550
i 1874.

Improvements which will considerably increase the water-supply of the town
of Mysore were carried out during the year, and a commencement was made
with works connected with the supply of water to Bangalore.

Education in Mysore made satisfactory progress. The year closed with BOS
schools and 31,577 pupils connceted with the department, being an inerease of
34 schools and 1,279 pupils; but, as 28 of the new schools were established only
in the last week of the year, this inerease of 15°7 per cent. in the number of

upils is not due to the opening of fresh schools.

The “ hobli” schools numbered 562, with 15,035 pupilg, the inerease in the
latter being nearly 34 per cent.  Of these primary schools the Iuspectors
reported 23 as very good, 116 as good, and 214 as fair.  Applications for the
establishment of schools of this class are of almost daily occurrence, and there

is no doubt that the people as a whole appreciate the instruction imparted,

which, elementary though it be, is yet superior to what was commonly obtain-
able in the formerly existing indigenous schools.  But that consideration would
probably not have sufficed to invest the hobli schools with the populaity they
enjoy, had they not been established on the basis of the old country schools,
and, to a great extent, under masters who had previously sceured the contidence
‘of their respective neighbourhoods,

As a preliminary measure, 37 of the purcly vernacular schools, which had
hitherto been graded in the lower class, and in which the standard of education
was sufficiently high to justify the step, have been advanced a grade, and now
rank in the middle-class schools. ‘

It is stated that in Mysore not only is the number of schools sufficient, but
almost all the children of a school-going age are actually under instruc(i(m’

With the view of preparing officers for the higher service inthe Survey, Forest
and Public Works Departments, a special school of engineering :uu'].mtm‘"Li
science has been opened in connection with the Iligh School. ° o

The Chief Commissioner is of opinion that there is unquestionably a disposition

“springing up in favour of female education, but both the attm'd'uu\: !11111 ﬂlc
progress of the schools fluctuate very much. T

The bty I;Cahsed by the Cochin State during the year ending 15th August
18713 was 125,152/, Increased energy was shown in the exceution of public
works. » :

The revenue of Travancore wa ighest on ree i =
larger than that of the‘l)rcvious ;0211‘01)];_'\1}81(-??: (l)l rtflt‘)lr(l’. ViZ. 553,161 L, and was
5 ‘ . ] D . 1€ 1Mmcerease oy . N
arious heads. ase occurred under

In the small State of Poodoocottah there was a net increase of veve he
extent of 1,549 [, owing to the favourable scason, and t(; ‘w’us‘u*I (\lf(nlh-e]t.() t l.(,:
been consequently brought under cultivation, There was a cas] b'dll'u ) "“V“l‘-‘f
close of the year of 44,644 £, and the question arose how to ! '11‘1“_“']“.[ the
creasing surplus revenue.  The working of the police was not demp ”i‘ N
force has been organised from which better results are exmn: gooud, but a new
of dacoity, 29 remained undeteeted. s are expeeted.  Of 32 cases

PROGRESS AND CONDi1i"

A TREATY had been concluded in January 1874 with the Ki

XIV.
FOREIGN RELATIONS.

ng of Siam with Foreigy

the object of affording protection and facilities to British subj . ‘
timber trade wij;h Zimmay. This treaty came into °Peratif§fti gn%:tgesl in the gi:;nxons.
1875. It prov1dqd for the creation of a mixed tribunal for the adjudic %puar}’ ’
disputes between foresters who are British subjects and the Zimma;’ Chiaéf} Oll)l (Zf

» but,

as far as the

promise success. The Native judge dreads any responsibility for

institution of this court is concerned, the treaty does not appear t
0

proceedings

which may make the Cbief liable for large sums of money in favour of British

subjects.

A raid occurred on the Amherst frontier ; about 30 men (an offshoot of
large marauding band in Siam, numbering 300 to 400" Siamese, Shans. Oa. 3
Tongthoos) made an incursion into the Salween district, attacked a village and
carried off 1,300 L. and five captives. They had not since been heard ofg ’ Itni
supposed that they were part of a band of dacoits who infested the trans-§31Wee§
countrv in 1872. An investigation of the case was called for from the Siam
Government, but so far with no result. ese

Relations

with the Court of Mandalay maintained a friendly character Bur
. ma.

With a view to obtain acql{rate informa?ion and a scientific survey of the China
Bhamo trade route, an expedition was organised, on a scale which should furaish .

every guarant

of the party

ee for success. Negotiations to secure the unmolested passage
and their escort as far as the confines of China wore concluded

with the King of Burma. Mr. Margary, who had come overland through the

Chinese provinces fo mee

January 187
Sawaddy the

further delay
town of Manwyne, where

former visit.

t the expedition, reached Bhamo in the middle of
5, and the party proceeded from that place on the 23rd. At
v were detained by the obstructiveness of the Kachyens ; and, after
d ,on 2Ist February they reached a spot within 12 miles (;f the
Mr. Margary had been hospitably received on his
He accordingly preceded the party to prepare the authorities,

but was treacherously murdered that afternoon in the town; and on the fol-

lowing morning the party was 2

local authori

Some information reg

found under

ttacked by an armed Chinese rabble, and turned
1he measures taken to investigate into the conduct of the

" back to Bhamo. ]

ties in this matter will come into next year’s Report.
arding our commercial relations with Thibet will be Thibet.
TRADE (p. 59).

A fair was established in 1874 for the promotion of trade between Bhootan and Bhootan.

the plains, and was held at

of view it wa
friendly inter

The Lieutenant (Gov
at Buxa. Everything poss
and his followers, as it was

Santrabaree, near Buxa. From a mercantile point
s a failure, but it was successful as regarded the promotion of
course.
ernor interchanged visits with the Deb Rajah of Bhootan
ible was done to give a fitting reception to the Rajah
the first time that a Rajah of Bhootan had agreed to

meet a Lieutenant Governor of Bengal.

The Deb Rajah, during t
pleasure he had experienced
Governor’s acquaintance, his
friendship betw
the Lieutenant Governor’s
nothing could bg more sati

lished.

The relationg

out the year,
were frustrate

Several importaut visits were

he course of the interview, expressed the great
in coming to Buxa, and in making the Lieutenant
hope for improved communication and a lasting
cen Bhootan and Bengal, and his desire in all matters to consult
wishes. ‘The visits were visits of ceremony only, but
isfactory or cordial than the relations thus estab-

. with all the tribes on the Burmese frontier were peaceful through- North-Eq
‘ i : . =] stern
with the exception of two attempts at raids by Shindoos, which Frontier.

d by the prompt action of the police.
paid to British territory during the year by

Chiefs and deputations. Amopg the latter werg representatives of fowr clans of

400.

\:“»ﬁ
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_ss of poligil, where.t)()‘s, of whom the Chicf Commissioner of British Burma
~told durigmt their reputed skill in workmanship and superior physigue would
tofider them extremely desivable settlers witlm} our frontier. o

The continued cfforts to tranquiilise the frontier were attended with gratilying
success. The Mro and Khyeng chicfs were inn.ted to a feast, at whigh_, to the
number of about 60, they agreed to abstain in the {uture from raiding and
from interfering with persons wishx‘ng to resort to our bnzaars_. In order to
show the sincerity of their promises, t}wy” .madc a mutual_ interchange  of |
captives taken in an intertribal 1’:1.1(1 in 187 2~/“-3, a}l(l four captives on the one
side and five on the other were given up. Iighting was not rcuewed during
the year between these tribes. ) ) ]

The following deseription 1s given of“o'r}n of’ the tribes, w}n(:h lies part.,ly
within and partly beyond the fr(?ntmll' 1 l'\‘m Khyeng language is :n]m(_)st dis-
« tinct from that of the other hill tribes.  The dress of the men is confined to
« the smallest possible strip of .cloth, but the women dress more decently.
«The Khyengs are the only tribe who tattoo the faces of their women, and
“ they themselves say the custom arose to prevent thnm being tuken by the
“ Burmege rulers. The d(.-sire to mark their wonmenso as to knmv. them when
“ o & away by other t.rﬂ)es, or to cone al .thc women taken captive by them-
« selves, mauy, however, cither have iven rise to the eustom, or, at any rate,
¢ helped to- make it permanent.  There 1s fitthe hope of the custom dying
« out, as the young girls look upon 1t as a disgrace not to be .t:xtto'n('d.
"« Yn their domestic lives there is little difference among any of the hill tribes,
« gnd thiir social usages are much alike. With no caste (hstnu:hf)l.m, their
« peligion consists in a worship of the spirits, who require to bLie propitiated on
¢ eveﬁy occasion. Priests are unknown among them. o

The trans-fronticr Khiyengs are even wilder and ore uncivitised than those
within the boundary. )

The Shindcos do not differ very mucli in features from the other tribes of
the district, and are probably of the same extraction.  "They are, however, rather
better formed and more muscular, and both men and women are more (]('(3()1.‘()I{S
in their dvess.  They have a dread of water more than knee deep, which, 1t 18
said, may account for their extraordinary filthiness.  Their religious and other
customs differ little frow other Lill tribes.

With regard to the tribes adjoining the new provinee of Assom, the Chicf
Commissioner remarks that, although relations with them were not of the pv:uwfpl
nature which he could have desired, yet much progress has been made m
securing peace for future years,

The Kookie and other tribes surrounding the district of Cachar were
friendlv, the Looshai expedition being still in their reeollection.

The Nagas gave serious trouble, both the eastern and western tribes,

In 1873 a survey party, under Licutenant Holcombe and Captain Samuells,
explored the castern hills towards the Patkai range.  Althongh the Nagas
were somewhat suspicious and salky, it was hoped that on more intimate inter-
course with us they would be convinced of onr peaceable intentions.  No show
of hostility was made during that year, but in the following vear, and the
beginning of 1875, the scene changed, and Lieutenant Holcombe and his
followers were treacherously massacred.

In the western hills Captain Butler, in charge of a survey party, was attacked
on the 4th January 1875 by the people of Wokha, under which village his
camp had been formed.  The attack was made in creat foree, but was promptly
met by a counter-attack, and, as the night was very dark, the villare was fire
and quickly occupied. The ascertained loss of thc'Nngns was 18 killed, and all
their property was captured. Ou the other side, four men were slightly wonnded.
Awgam on the 10th January Ehe party was attacked in open day, but the
Nagas, who numbered 400 or 500 men, were casily driven off with considerable
loss. Both these attacks were entirely unprovoked.

The Chief Comn'xissi.(mor thinks that the work done by the castern and
western survey parties in the Naga Hills is very satisfagtory, aud. the addition
to our knowledge of this part of the country invaluable, ’

The Mishmis are a powerful clan, extendivg to the border of Thibet and
China, aud trading with the latter country as well as with British India-
Formerly they gave trouble, hut thf’)’ are now very cordial in their relations with
us. In order to promote good feellng with the Mishmix, Khamtis, Singphos, ant
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other tribes, a fair is held annually ac Sadiya. ‘1he wl. -

1874 far exceeded that of previous years, and ev erything passec.

factorily, as was also the case in 1875. Un the whole, this fair is ve O

and its advantages can hardly be over-estimated. It is not only the Do i

people anxious to trade, but is used as a rendezvous by all the tribes Wl‘}ilisoxl'lt of

dificulties to settle, or who wish to sce the Deputy Commissioner on ano ave
ject. There seems little doubt that Sadiya will become g, place of COnSidy Sl}l)llr
importance in the history of this remote corner of the world, and the eé?,- (t’;
Commissioner of Assam thinks that, when the time comes for opening u t;le
unknown tracks between India and China, Sadiya will be thebstfrtin;
oint.
P The Abors occupy the hills adjoining the Mishmis. Tt is not known ho
far to the north they extend, but it is probable that their remotest clans are ivr:
immediate contact with Thibet. This tribe has always been warlike, and more
or less troublesome, but in 1873 an:ad 874 it behaved fairly well, I’n the first
of thesc years it was at war with its neighbours, the Chulikata Mishmis. An
endeavour to bring about a settlement by British intervention failed but in
1874 they came to terms of their own accord. It is satisfactory, as ’sho‘win
the extension of our influence over these rude people, that peace was matified
at our station of Sadiya. - o
It has been clearly proved that there was no political motive involved in the -
Duffla raid on Amtola. The object of the raiders was simply to ¢ > 2 number -
of slaves, as equivalents for some of their people who had ¢ .. ..
which they believed, or pretended to helieve, had been brought 1.
by persons living at Amtola.  As soon as the raid was known to i N
the Tagin Duffia Duars were closed, gnards of police being stationed 1y, ~ ", .07 "
at all the principal point along the frondier. These guards were afterwards rey cadod
by military. Notwithstanding thattheblockade was kept upas strictlyas is possible
in such a jungle-covered country, and along so extended a line, the release of the
captives was not obtained. The Dufflas believed in the inaccessibility of their
hills, aud laughed at the idea of our entering them. The result was that g
large force was colleeted, and in the co,ld' season of 1874-75 effected, without
any opposition, the release of all the captives who had survived the hard treat.-
méiit to which their temporary masters had subjected them.

It is believed that, although the raiders were not punished, except by fines
the effeet of this expedition will be permanent.  The expedition has shown the
Duftlas and the neighbouring tribes, who were eagerly watching the result
that we can enter their remotest hills in large numbers, and stay there g
Jong time. Ou the other hand, it has much increased our knowledge of the
tribes. A )
Fairs have been held at a place called Uﬂ{;lgil'i for a great many years back.
The principal frequenters of it are the Thibetan Bhooteas. of Towang. The
inhabitants of Bhootan proper are prevented as much as possible from attending
by the 'Thibetans, in order that the latter may reap the profits of the trade.
In 1875 the imports were calculated at about 4,480 [, and the exports at
3,540 . The articles brought down Dby the Bhooteas are ponics, sheep, dogs,
salt, blankets, yik's tails, musk, chillies, spices, &e.; and they take in exchange
nglish and Assam cloths, thread, rice, betel-nuts, covking utensils, bar iron,
&e.  The fair, as usual, passed oft quietly.

On the Agrore border the Akazai tribe gave much trouble, harassing the North-Western
valley by keeping up a constant fear of raids, carrying off cattle and other Frontier.

property, and burning houses. Ag, l.lowcver, they have made fl{ll submission|
imploring forgiveness of the past, it 18 hoped that a resort to military coercion,
which at one time appeared inevitable, may not be necessary.

In the autumn of 1374, compensation, amounting to about 100 L, for varioug
setty acts of plundering, was demanded from the Hassan- Khel-section of the
Afrcedies, and the tribe appeared disinelined to ﬂ'&»ffﬁ:\wﬁfffent_;_ ‘reprisals were
nade on the 20th October by seizing a large carayanr-of camels laden with grain,
yut it was not long detained, as security was at once tendered by the tribe, who
atisfactorily adjusted all the claims within the folloxymg 15 days.

By a scttlement of differences which was eﬁ':'cteqf m;.th‘e_ spring of 1874, two
cctions of the Orukzai tribe bound themselves as strees f"f‘ S8 foture
ood behaviour.  They have since given no trouble WhisteYer, ot

400,
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- raid in the Bannu district, full reparation was

- - «wo tribes concerned, and compensation awarded to the
.. o wpgregating 2001. After that, the frontier was undisturbed, the occu-
asation of the two great sections of the Wuzeer tribe in internecine strife and
feuds tending doubtless to withdraw their attention from plundering in British
territory. ‘
In Dera Ismail Khan two plundering raids were committed by sections of the
Mahsud Wuzeers in the latter part of the year. For both full reparation has
been demanded and partly obtained, the hostages of the offending tribe being
committed to prison, and other members of the tribe, to the number of 56’
being detained pending restoration of the property carried off, which consfsteti’
entirely of camels. The animals deported in the first case were quickly restored
as a result of the measures taken, and the greater number of those carried

away in the second raid have also been gradually recovered. All the propert
belonged to wandering tribes of Povindahs, who had exhibited extreme laxity
of precaution on exposed parts of the border beyond immediate police control)t
and the raids are believed to have been promoted rather in the interests of par.’.
ticular factions than as evidence of hostility on the part of the Wuzeers. ‘
With the above exception, the general state of this part of the frontier during
the year was satisfactory. Several Hindoo boys, who had been kidnapped and
~gcarried’away into the independent hills by small parties of marauders, were

“pegodgred thvhugh the influence of the tribal representatives, and restored to

“theI oY eY 1d one or two criminal refugees were delivered up to justice.
Thego make 1 1‘ing results of the measures taken with one of the most fickle
: as the YOUNG tribes on this frontier.

their domestiGyyred on the Dera Ghazee Khan border. One British subject was

iuthedr &4, but the offenders were delivered up to justice by the headmen of the
tribe.

On the whole, the list of outrages on the Punjab frontier is not so favourable
as that of the previous vear, but the lieutenant Governor forcibly contrasts the
peace and security which now generally prevail in those parts with the state of
things in days gone by.

A continuous policy of conciliation, a growing trade, and a wholesome fear
of speedy chastisement for hostile acts, have combined to make the tribes
amenable, and to render the frontier districts almost as tranquil as those of the
interior. Where twenty years ago all was desolate, cultivation now presses the
extreme limit of our territory, and rich crops are gathercd in the very mouths
of border passes.

India Office, .
7th August 1876. } HENRY HILL.
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