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I 5avE the honor to submit a report from my Head Assistant,
Mr. Rokingon, on the general condition and prospects of such of the .
Laccadive Fslands as are under the rule of the Beebee of Cannanore.

2. Mr. Robinson, in treating on a subject of which little is known, and

which he has had peculiar opportunities, from local mvestlga.tlon, of
" mastering, has entered into considerable and varied detail. But the 4
- matter of which he treats is one affecting the interests and happiness of

a large body of peoplﬁ who have never befove enjoyed such a means of .

' making their grievances known; a,nd the lgbor of studying what Mr.

Robinson has drawn up with anxion and, selfrdenymg golicitude will,
I am sure, be cheerfully- ‘accorded by his, superiors, who will know how -
to value the rema.rka.ble zeal and diligence: which have dlstmgmshed
that gentlemaq in the prosecution of a very ardnous duty:

8. The nnmedm:e cause of ¢his general report is as follows :—An
address was ptesented to me in 1846 by certain of the inhabitants of
Ancutta, one of the Beebee’s mlands qomplammg of various oppressions
under which, as they- asserbed they, in common with their fellow
islanders, Iabored: = The sub_yect appeared to me to be beyond my
Junsdlctlon, and I gave an endorsement to that effect. The address
(herewith returned) was then forwarded by the islanders to the

- Government, who, under date the 2lst August 1847, transmitbed

it to the Collector of Canara and myself, with instructions to inquire

» ulto its ﬁllegatmns This order was received about-the time when

' Under the ordeni of M¥- Robinson was preparing to visit.the Lacca-
Governmeut of the 24th dives in order to ascertain the anfount of

| Avguet1847. ©  jnjury which they had recei®éd from the sbgrm

of April 1847. The 0pportnmty was too seasonable to be lost
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and Mr. Robinson, in making the researches for which he was partico~ °

arly designed, took advantage of his visit to acquire such informatifn
as ‘would enable us to answer the Government call- on the general
question. -

4. Mr. Robinson commences with the instory and deScmptxon of the
Laccadive Islands, and especmlly of those still under the Beebee's sway.
Formerly the whole group was so, but four of the islands—Chetlat,

-Kiltan, Kademut, and Ameny—were taken away from her by Tippoo,

and, since his fall, have remained attached to the Collectorate of
Canara. .

The inhabited islands stlll remaining to the Beebee ‘are five in
number—Androt, Kalpenni, Kowraty, Ancutta, and Menakay. She has
also threeislands—=Suhely, Bingaram, and Tingaram—wbich, though not

fizedly inhabited, are more or less cultivated, and are valuable besides
for their fisheries. .

5. The state of Androt and Kalpenni, which were almost uttelly
destroyed in the hurricane of last year, has-already been dwelt on in
Mr. Robinson’s special report of the 7th February last. “Attempts are
being made by the Beebee to recover them; with what success remains
to be seen. There are still about 900 persons out of 2,600 in the
former, and 450 out of 1,600 in the latter island ; but almost all of them
poor and struggling.

In Kowraty and Ancutta; which were little -injured by the storm,
there is a population of 2,000 and 1,500, respectwely

Menakay Mr. Robinson was unable to visit, but his mformatlon leads
kim to believe that it has a flourishing population of some 2,000.

6. The whole of these islands are of coral forma.tmn, and partake of
the usual charactéristies-of islands .of that naturey; They are thickly
. planted with a superior description of tooshnulgthe husk of which
yields & cable of a fine quality. They have generally:sxtensive fisheries

and cowry banks. Holothuria and tortoxse ghells can be collected to a -

considerable extent.

But the people, however favored by natural mrcumstances are in
any thing but a happy condition. The fiscal rules of the Beebee
weigh on them most heavily. The whole of their products are mono-
polized by her at rates far below their market value. Her monopoly
is kept up with as much rigor as possible, and the léast infringement
of it is punished with all the severity which her position as an uncon-
" trolled severeign van give her. In addition to this monopoly the
~ islanders are saddled with all sorts of irregular cesses. Fees have to

Vide Mr. Robinson’s . P© paid for liberty to act as pilots to Arabian and
;"e O?ndpam 176 to other vessels, for the privilege of wearing per-
para. 200 sonal ornameénts, &c. All local appointments

'ontrageonsly ‘arbitray
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" are sold,. o,nd thie buyer has to;-recover his. purchuae money and

snpporc lnmﬂ‘elf (fOP the pay is. almosb nommal)‘

n. the best waf. be canx Other grievanoes, one
of the greatest of whmh is the mode by which the people are made the.
bond-credltors of the Beebes in her doub C&P&clty ‘of merehanb and
govereign, are detailed by Mr. Robinson, -who
shows, as 1 believe, with all truth, that all the
evils of unchecked nafive mwmanagement with regard to fiscal arra.nge“-
ments are seen in these 1slands in full play. But still worse remsaing.
The judicial system is- eqna.lly bad with the fiscal, with which indeed it
is closely allied. Justme is administered by parties of little weight or

Paras. 109 l;o 205

l’am 198 to 195,

" character, whose “chief aim geems 10 be. to turn their power and the

peoplefn fanlts to profit. Almost every sort of
- “crime has to be liquidated by the payment of a
fine, wiuch ‘goes into the ooffers of the Beebee ‘or the local oﬁioers,
according to 1ts greater or smaller amount.

Parns, 208 to!ll

The Beebee, on bemg ca.lled on by me soms time &go to report how
serious orimes were dealt with in her islands, insisted that none such

~ had ever been: committed, an aseerhon which, as relating to a popula-

tion of many, thanmdu of ple . who, however pnmmwe, have yet
snﬂicle’ht mﬁlrcwrse with: the WorIa ‘to kdow ita vices, was endenﬂy
ry i iba.ble, aqd ‘ofis ‘that at “all events could ne‘u' be rahed on.&s

iﬁfeimugh wﬁﬁﬁﬁer
bo said of ite wigdom;

To -t,’:.;_” wm ‘i her judi-'
= I3 4 ‘cial ‘capacity cannot Blwdys
ToJoint M 7 ‘do. bear examination. I enclose -
o " Ao, 51:11; Feg:nary 'do some English papers which

f»,{.- will show that her pnxﬁsh-

‘somo. parties wers fo

* staveity from - her ulanﬂ sﬁorem "ﬁey mmmarl o? J’astloe were sent to

confiscate the whole of #ho propepy belonging to the delinquents’ house,

- & process “which waa cm& mﬂf-ﬁth ‘wuch foroe and brutality as to

render it doubtfdl wheiher one ‘ot more tmoffénding parties, who
happemed fo- bem ihe &B%ted hitise, had ot had their Yives shortened

% ' yiok _' 6 40, whml they were suﬁajected This
X 'yrjt will bb observed from Mr. qbinson’s:
port; is not & singular ohe. = This pe uliarly

eastern‘mb&é'of Vconﬁmtlen Bﬂ\p » Jocal and- ﬁxe& demgnatzon in the

Literally pundering.  iabinde (Cowrachy).
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The whole system, both’ ﬁsoal and Jndlcml is no doubt utterly faulty,
and calls loudly for Government interference. Matters indeed have
come. w*«iﬁ‘h a pess that some interference is
xgvhu‘:.’é;’;vﬁ;’ o mﬁf: inevitable. The dslanders in general have become
sonand myselftoremsin  thoroughly (hsconteﬁted' with the Beebee’s rule,

t and sub
%'Sfam;nth:uo;:s‘;;;’: and nothing but the mixed feeling of hope a.nd

ation of their case by fear which they bear towards the British Govern-
overnment., .
o : ment prevents them from &t once openly throwing
off her yoke. As it is, her authority is evaded and her rights infringed
in every way that cunning and obstinacy can invent. Much of the
" island products is sold surreptitiously, and much. is kept by them in
their homes, in place of being brought over to be delivered to the
Beebee at her ruinously low monopoly prices.
The Beebee, who plumes herself greatly on her position as a sover-
‘eign of these petty isles, is extremely indignant with her contuma-
cious subjects, and wishes the Government to aid her with the strong

hand in recovering her power. This, as T have explained to her, is, I-

am convinced, a vain expectation. ‘She had much better, I have ven-
tured to hint, take into consideration’ the desirableness 8f -offering to
give up these islands in exchange for sotie fair - eqmva.lent But this
idea her pride will not allow her to entértain for a moment, and I have

not pressed a matter which, of course, can only be determined by
Government.

)

- But my firm impression is that there is no, other way in which the
affair can be satisfactorily settled. The Boebes,, ‘whatever her promises
and intentions may be at present, and, under a fee’ﬂng of the insecurity
of her position, she expresses, though in a very ‘yague manner, her
resolution to redress all grievances and make the people quite happy,
cannot; be trusted to give:the islenders guch’ hbga*l ‘terms as are just
and reasonsble. She has not the. Tmieans fnrmdnng themi with ‘&
proper judicial executive. Her - police™ systeri ust; ‘I think, be
thoroughly changed, and the ﬁ’scal system chn ha.rdly e‘nst without
8 aid.

7. The Government wﬂl ﬁee, by a reference to past: reeords that the

Vide Appendix to M snomalous snd miserable condition of the Beebee's
Robinson’s_report, an  gubjects abtracted such notice 68 years ago that
abstract of which is
given in paragraphs = it Was resolved by- the Governor-General in Coun-
838 to 247. cil and the Court of Directors that they should be
 seb free from her oppressions, More importent matters seem to have
- thrust thé suBject out of notice, and the. liberal intentions of the
Suprempf'exovernment end Court were in ime: lgﬁt sight of. »

8. At the lapse of 53 years the neg@. of"; Jernment interpositiot

sevms still more requisite then it was t»lvanf ﬁd I. would respectfull;
suggest that it be now afforded. - : :

A ' I see.nd
The details of the ‘measure Q9 Q " %e)
)} a8’k rivnbetm&r p‘“e avs “

o;n'f:’ ;mb::t'bzt;eomd%Mowgo p y

pect on the same footing as»ll;e hmﬂb‘ﬁ' ; z ﬁ froﬂl the il
rsgard to her coast (Cannanore) efgates;  hior -l a anﬂg
i.e., she would zlxlmke her t:wn arr:n.gnoa A]l WG should :have “to, do- thab:
1 er prival groun » con-
::?:?yf?a;?sﬁre of her et 10.Govert:. 50" far 08 the money. part is

: relinquish
T e orobeble (sud metie) thet the cerned, would b:ut:v heg w*;hég
Beebee: will olaim some. dxmm\moﬁnf this md_'. md o
tribute in considedation of the hegvylosmes moss). we N akmg'vl Qx,-l
experienced in two of ber finest jalands— NpBGB s < ;e

'8 storine..
Androtand Kalpennisb by lastyes o
I: thig case the1n uﬂngﬂnent may -

‘ . lands und; a1l
be modified accordiogly: revenms the- is
yestem counld prodnce ‘No, better system oould be mtroduce& tha,n
t8

 that which a% present i8 found to work so. well in the sister. mhnﬁg

attached to Canara, & summary niemomndum regardmg whxoh vnll‘

d in one of Mr. Robinson’s Appendmes )

fou; 13‘ oRobmﬂon is of opinion that the loss ip.seney to our Go o
" ment from this arra:ngement would be inconsi

Pam 233 ma 4. " .ble, if smy, evem -in the, present deprossed

sts,te of the J.s}an&s and eVentﬁﬁﬂy itis most probable waﬂgl}oqld be.
ga.mers Bnt gﬂmyrﬁommeﬂ tions are :

doubt he weight
-.-on consldera,t;ons ?hmkaﬁ'ect ‘the welfa




IAD Msxaum CoLzoToR’s Orrrcy,
A R Pimmuw, 19th »Ma.y‘1848.
W ROBINSON Esq, o -
T - - Head dmstant Oollecto'r qf Malabm,
9 :

H. V. CONOLLY, Fisg,

Oollector ofMalabwr "l
Sm, ,

Report. and inquiries into the state of the Laccadive group,

which I was enabled to make daring’ my late
tOur round these islands,

2. Having on a former occasipn reporﬂed on that portion of the

Confiued to Cunsa. group which is attached to the’ district of Canara,

nore Inisats. I will confine myself genorally to the desdription
of the mlgnds still ander the’ Beebee of Canrisnere, "

8. My attention. Was pprtmvlarly ‘a!geata& t0 the Qbeerfaﬁon of the

Bubjects. genera] fegtmros amy o}mmtemtms of . the group,

Natura.) features.

islands which I propose to describe separately.,.* *,
4, Thexr natural and vegetable yroduct‘lons of economwal or comimer-
Products. cial value were carefully irigiitred into, and & accurate

veturns formed of the extéliy of - their staple—tho
cocoannt tres. 1 secured, also, carefnlly-formed teturns of the popula-

tion, &ec., of the several islands. Up to thxs tlme no statmﬁcaﬂ infor-
mation aboub them-had be¥n obtained. .~ -

5. 1 directed as much: attention s ¢ :
would admit- of, to dn” ing > §hié_ gerieral
history of the groap, bqtk_pﬁsr ana sabséquent
to their connexion with the Beebee of Cennginss ; for it illistrates the
origin of the fiscal system now obtainitig, atd- the naburé of the Rejah’s

2 duty
History of the group.

claims on the people and soil: This sketch: shows, with reference to

their complaints, the cause of the heremry sid deep-rooted bitter

feeling with which the islanders mnder the Beeboe of Cannanors now

-contemplate their depressed. and Qeteriorated congition, theirpast
sacrifices, and, what they .consider, the continned aggression of the

-Pandatam ; and also the cause of their ﬁén-parhmpatmn in the liberties
- of their ancetors; and the freedom enjoyed b{ oiher British sibjects on
the coast ¥~ on the adjacent islands of thexxﬁm group.

6. To this head belongs the aooxdent w_fhc@

wHigh sepa.rated politically
Sepamtion of the -thenorthern and sSuthéri¥divisions of the group_.
Ameny Islands.

a separation which: syiﬁ dontmues R

-

I ﬂn the honor to lay before you the result“of the observatlons‘

and the appearanci fermat;qn iize, &c,, of the—

T

id P ts and.
id-parti ul ttentmn to- the enstmg ﬁaoal a.rrangemen :

7. *peid piti art;exr effect on ‘thio artigles of commierch antl indus-
mm] systerz. .+ * tey of people ,“zds weﬂu to th;tietmls olf thmrd

ity of the people, an

sment, which are so iniportant $0 the progpert
2::: E rom;nent feature in-the ca.taIOgue of gritanices now urged:ly
them. pA very rough estimate only .can ‘be formied of the probu o
r&enue realized from the islanders: ab diffevant perlods ﬁ 0;1 i 4‘??‘.‘”
8. As all the rgsouraas’ ofthe 131511&3 are "faﬁ;ered by fis ar
ge"*menﬁ, ‘trade udrouly. exists as a separate hes
Trade. o -igquiry. Smugghng of prohibited articlés pwn
has probably bedn- limited. . In the manufacture and export of a.. o?agas
jaggery only dé %ese uslanﬂg enJoy freedom The effigt of | |
noticed sindes’ that Beed. mtm‘
of the pupply b‘i‘ salt and 'bqba,cco wag

" T'h:a :;I:Oz:k éuced by the ghm 1mmit«wn of ﬁscml pan
p};tg?gobazoo o "mentson the g0
"mp to this da.y . d

'10. 1 ascertamed the cheracter of +hé' general admmmtratxor an

overnmentm the separate islands, Slso the

: Goneral ‘d“““‘m" i(:ca;g §g46 Maintsined; and the steps- takenand

pder. bhe Mtnhon eﬁmemge If;m; a{co snablgd
£ $he stato of feeling through
gm mppmi@ . the Beebee’a admunstra.

v

. g?:mp is ubont 140 gmn ' ’frofn north to- sout;h.
1 boh and westerly islands, upwards of 100 miles
and between f,he mosteastarly . broad ; the most northerly forma-
g : d danger.

Bel ap“! 4 gpels. tlons,bemg the open an
; Cﬂe’mp } ﬁm« reaf b‘ih gus reef-of Belyapany; the mosf
. Bet“pu " { ishui! %’, ~ sou?;lﬂrly thgAslands of Kalpenn

, o o nearly on the
: ‘,’{‘;;fj:;‘*' -+ ] rehabitea - laland ud suhi;:y;f%gm&e, but 90 o
Py _Kﬂd@m““:v e GW“ mv e ‘"‘" ! 'N‘“]nﬂeB @m I‘ﬂiﬂ chmcf,er‘
8 Agary “with - Vg istio ‘R *his group that the shoal:
%125:::3 o géﬂe,&fy lie at considerable dis
.9 Kowraty. ' tances from euch- other—seldon
| i‘x’ ﬁ;ﬁ:& A © jndeed less than twenty to thirt)
o > miles a,pa.rﬁ—and thus'khg smal
18, Babely. tmnnbetof reefs aud islandaghow
13. P‘“‘l“ P "n the mergin covers g very L larg

. 14, Barny
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_ 12. Several are open reefs, and of those formatlons on which islands
‘are situnted the actual island is but a very small portion of the whe! O
shoal .

13. Between the reefs the sea is deep and clear. On the Barny
even there are few spots where soundings fall short of 8 to 12 fathoms.
14. The peculiarity of these reefs, with oné or two exgeptions, is their
Lagoon sad  shoal abrupt rise.quite to the surface, the formation of
water. 8 natural breakwater, and enclosure of a lagoon
.of a greater or less size, within which the water is stlil in the most

boisterous weather at sea. The currents are exceedmgly treacherous,

particularly to the southward.

15. The chief productions of the shoal water are figh, tartle, cownes
' Their products. and holothuria. The supply of fish depends mainly

Fish. on the extent of shoal water about each island.
Its quality is indifferent, fitted orfty for local consumption. None is salted
and dried for export on the Laccadive group proper. The larger kinds
of fish are the kotar—a very large flat-fish of & cetatious genus—the
porpomb, and the shark. The flesh-of these 18 eaten, the blabber used
in their boats, and the fins of the latte s .are exported in various quanti-
ties from all the islands. The shark & met more frequéntly to the
northward ; the smaller species are very numenom but not fine,

16. The turtle frequents the shoals—the green turtle (murgan) in

Tortoise. considerable numbers; but the tortoise (amah) is

. Vide Note 1. «« rarer. The former is valua}ple for it fat, the
latter for its shell. e

17. Cowries: are, gabhg:eﬂ on all the shoals of the group They are
wathed up-and cling to.the stones, from which
. they are gaﬁhéred onge 6 “shonth: &nmng the neap
tides. The islands remaining to the: Beebae-"f have by far the best

cowry banks, and but’ o{ fiscal restrictions and

unremunerative pnces pa:d to the col]ectora would
apnually produce many candies. , .

Gownen

Vide Note 2.

18. Of the holothuna from whlch the ﬁwhe-de-Mér of commerce is
made, there are several species ; one of which only,
and that the rarest is worth manufacturing for
the Ohmese market In some of the islands it is more plentiful

Holothuria.

Vido Note3. N “than in others, a.ocordmg to the extent of shoal
0 - - ‘water. R v
- Ambergne.
Vide Note 4. 19. Amberghs is otoasionally met with.

Gl and Chacka. * 20, Coral is not an srticle of trade, and chanks
S - do not engage much attention.

S0

" and uoi[

9

21. The islands generally lie round the dhst side of the- shoaf snd;*
General desoription  VAry from one to three miles iti longth, bu nond, ©

of Eﬂ;:e x::andf:vel and exceeds one mile in breadth. 'I'hen' level 'is.
goil. low, no part exceeding 'a few foot abwe high-
Vide Note 5. " water mark ; their appearance is that of : Y sand.! :

bank. The soil is light coral sand, and naturally barren. ,

92. A fow feet beneath the surface is a substratnm of coral'which

Substratum or_orust Strebohies over the whole island. - It Vartesm&ldk-
of coral. ® ness; bnt apparently averages about- ‘one foot
and a half; within thls crust is contained loose, wet sand and fresh‘f:
water. Wells and tanks are formed by cnthng
. through this coral covering and removmg the
sand, when the’ fresh water at once accumulates.

28. In most of themla.nds a greater or less extent of this snbstratnm

Totam of siiificial bas been quarried out, and the damp subsoil of sand -
garden land. " ,1sid open—which is termed totam or garden; ‘Tn"
the islands of Ameny, Androt, Kowraty, and Kalpenni- the’ totamzé
considerable extent, and must have cost great and continuous exerﬁon..
Tradition attributes the totam to the earliest settlers, who are believed =
by the pedple, Judgmg from theu' work, to- ha.ve been above the ordi-
nary stature. = i % ‘

24; The leasﬁ fertﬂe o ¢

ot M eéastward mlanaa*v‘ are deoidadly the - dampest

Vide m

25. The stsylb vegetame"pm&l i
Vegetoble M‘wﬁdﬂ' M which gruwa‘ hidoomg

e wnoﬁmﬁ‘m
‘ha <

Wells and fresh wa’oen

: pulse. bananﬁ, yam, an& vggetables. The areka tree seems also to thrlve

26, Umversal looal trbdrhon pomts tp_the ﬁmoe ot‘ mrchy a.ndf' ‘
Hiivta ~ confpsion on the ) gt which followsdl the
' mzoupstm , Cham [ kbont. ;,Doo*yedriﬁga,utha
the rum o) inlands of this growp |
titpe whir 355 P p’I‘he earlisr nd partia ,~e6cnpa.man is attnbuted to
VideNoto 7. - pocident; bub cqpmderable voluntary: ﬁnmlg'ratxon
has alé takenaa&we especially of the Jower olusses from the coast. .
7. '(;‘he Wdﬂ snpposed to haw jgaen first peopled from the ooaat
Four prineigel - of Were Awer Jpefini, and Androt, and Proba-
Tarawsrt Islands. - bly Kowra

g@- ‘The pmmxpal inhabtﬁanﬁ of

o # Mslabar Joitit Gomw Report, parsgraph 6.
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these four islands claim high caste Hinda ancestry—Nairs and eyen -
Namboodries: The lower classes, Teers and

Muckwars—from whom the Melachery caste are

descended-—bemdes setdling on the larger islands as servants of the

better classes, further peopled . exclusively the

smaller islands of Chetlat Kiltan, and Agaty,

wlnch are to this day Melachery Islands. The ancient mhabltants of
these three islands probably recognized snb_]ectzon to those of Ameny.

28. The early polity of the group seems to have beén exceedmgly
simple. The islands were all independent of
' peme originally inde-  _oh other as' to internal management. Ameny .
 Vide Note 9. seems to have enjoyed some priority (without
Withoutt & mative authority) over the whole group, but there never
prince. .
was, a8 now in the Maldive group, & native prince.
29. The internal management was patriarchal, and conducted by a
Internal administra-  Modalal (chief inhabitant) and the heads of the
tion patriarchal.
Appmntly no tax- Pprincipal families. In Ameny a kind of eouncil
ation. - of four families seems to, have existed. These

little commnmtles pppear to have been sub;eeﬁ 40 no cdmpulaory tax
in those early times.

80. This kind of internal eco,nomy aeems 4o have lasted until the
Which polity lastedtill commencement ‘of their conhexion with native
thesixteenth oentury.  princes on the coast, about 350 years ago.

_ 81. The conversion of the inhabitants to the Islam took place about

uohohu'y Ialanda

Vide Note 8.

Conversion. 600 years ago. Their manners, religion, rules of
Nhh"b‘m“ sroMopll-  gegcent, &c., are now precisely those of the Coast
Pide Note 10. - Mopillah. There is no Hindu.on the group.
32. The traﬂxtmns of the islanders shows thah even dunng the ea.ﬂy
.~ “ centuries jtheir . &
Eu-ly h-a&ihun g M mﬂt

harbours of Gutch and Arabm\i

Commencement  of n?'twe {)rmces of :tha‘ : R

connexion with the ina good ﬁeﬁgof obscufwy anﬂ;mtngne Bﬁ'ﬁ 16
princesof the ooaske ortinly ‘dpad COntgmporary:, writh;. sidiseemato -
have been in some manner- conﬂbcta& withs, tho ﬁz‘nb appearance of the -
Portuguese on these cm Thp Porbugnese fonnd
thegroupmustatebf indepantience, and certainly
made a settlament on the island : of ‘Atiieny. - How far: they" extended
then- pewer over the: other ilabds I could not trace’; but they wers
.. shortly iexterminated through the itrignes of the,:
P-mh of Gherikal Ba;alﬁ of Oherikul,7on whom the group then
o beca.me dependent probably abowb 1545«-50

'ma Notell.”



12

. a yelation in which they early stood towards each other;
with mutual advantage, while the seas were infested by pirates. This
* trade paved the way for introducing exclusive trade in, and monopoly
of, all the valuable production of the group. So late, however, as the
General trade unfot. Middle of the last century trade was unfettered,

tered. and, was carried on with Surat, Muscat and other
barbours. The Laccadives seem then to have been visited by trading
vessels from the coast. But this has long been prohibited.

. rJ

39. No defensive establishment was maintained, and the people seem
No defensive estab- t0 have bent before, never’ resisted, the piratical
lishment. incursions by which they were frequently visited.

40. The Rajah at first possessed no private property on the islands.

Royalty of waste Lhe right over unoccupied land; which is now

land. considered the jenm (fee simple) property of the
Rajah, was not assumed till 100 years at leas ;

connected with the Cannanore house.
to the waste on each of the actually inh
reefs of Subely, Bingaram,

. Thiy agsumption only extended

&e., were assumed af & later period.

41. Bamaly Rajah succeeded his uncle in M.K. 918 (A.D, 1738), and
Power at its greatess TUled till MK. 953 (A.D. 1777-78). His intrigue.
beight under Bamaly with Hyder Ali, and the success of hig trade with
© Bajah. his subjects and abroad, under the Vazeer Kunjee

Packy, raised the power and wealth of the Cannanore family; and
oceasion was taken to enforce the monopoly of purchase of the princi-
pal products of the islands. The authoritative introduction of the coir

Who introduces mono. TM0DOPOly took place beteen M.K. 937 (A.D.

Poly of coir trade. 1761-6%) and 940 (1764.68); and appears to have
met with a good deal of opposition on the part.of the people.

42. Royslties, &c., were enhanced and

preserved under severe penal-
Grea$ oppression. ties ; and, if the traditions of the people may be.

relied on, BRmaly’s rule was marked by oppression,
of which they spesk to this day with exceeding bitterness. It may be
gatherad that exclusive trade

was introduced a fow years prior to the
reduction of prices. o ORI .

43: Tho prices paid by the Rajah were gventually fixed at the low
Prioe to be paid for rate of 30 rupees per candy, paid in rice—less 20

goir fixed, duties obtain- Per cent. for expopt: and import duties on doir and ‘

fll;%t:;ins furiber *de-  rice, and some other deductions,

] ° 44. Bamaly’s power was reduced by his being
deprived of the management of Gherikul in 1766-67, but before his
death his ccmpulsory sy '

stem was in full operation on all the islands.

and possiply

t after the islands first became .

abited islands. The uninhabited_ ‘
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4p. Tt was not long before the introduction of the monopely of oot

. iolence with which it was enforced, gave
Rebellion of .Ameny and the vi

in 1784. rise to the rebellion of 1784, which ended in the- - -

loss, to the Cannanore family, of the Nérth?rn isla.mis, Ameny and:, '?ts'
dep,endencies. For the narrative of this, vide Note 13.

: ht and gained the protection of
46. The exaspera.t?[‘(ipi?o}llfwiguffter some unsuccessful attempts to .
T4 acoepts the - s to their allegiance, granted
islands in 1784, . mdu(;«; il;:mtx:g:i: t;’f ﬂ‘:‘: Rajflh 6£,Ci al
. . . llﬁ -3 68 4 - i B
an ;qmva::?;l .‘]1218‘1:11;:83 AH, 1 Ahamut 1317 (A.D. 178(-){ Blinc?;:g::
:il;:l;l: different pmigns of the group have been practically unde
: t administration. o R
very dlﬁ'ergn :hem sslands, with the Beebee's other possessions, f_ell{by :
47. The‘fgo“‘ ©. " the storm and congpest of Cannanore tomdu " ':lhle’,‘.
Oonquest of Gemna- . oiet end -of 1791, into the possession=of  tha, .
T Bomorable Compaay, sad ware further deded with
ippoo’s entire depen&encies in Malabar hy the peace of §ermgapai:gu§
Tippoo’s en , in 1792* The island of Ameny and its depgndeg,-
Oession in 1792 . .0 oontinued in the undisturbed posgessml;hqf ‘
. . ‘ £ Seringapatam in 1799. Under Tx?p'oo‘an amoho=
Tippoo tﬂl tha fall e .j mﬁagfﬁfm of the Cannanore administration was
oo under Tippod maintained. Bince that time the ’Am‘eny; Ishz:l;
e, in regard to their fiscal and judicial managem“en‘tg ettach ‘
have been, to the district of Qansra. . The mten‘;al TAnAZe. -
Now adhed %0 1 ont of the rest of the group is still in the hands-
Oa;;;:- Appendix A. of the Cannanore family. . .- » - -fth :
I v ‘ lation, &o., of the
' ow describe severally the extent, popu » (00 OFL 1
48. Iwﬂl n:wtiem&ereut islands still under the of Caxfnanoxz
i,iﬁﬂfg;ny?_ farily ; reserving remsrks on fiscal and internal .

oments, in régard to which they are all on the same footing, fg; .
arrang > ) v st g0

a Inter part of this paper.

el o e St This

L . island of the group isAfdrot. . Itis

49. Tho prisoipal 480, o B in 100 miles of o cossh,and i nesrer

L St is the ouly formation

padrel the shars fhan ’mmuhpdm extensive, bat the water
. .. ;- Ehe BiX Oy

of tho group Which s 20 0 e eoratroef only risos to the surfuce

Shosl water deficiont. '+ 3/ mlf’ tound” the island. Fish, cowries,

tortoise, and . holothiis, the presence of which depends on the extent

“!f ;E 'I.‘he length of ﬂxe‘iﬂhhd‘lb’;ﬂﬂb?“t ﬂuaemlles, by gne at 1}3
CETER  eatest breudth. *Fts shape is oval and regular,
oo o rficial ares may thius be abont 2} square
Extent. " The superficial ar land s Bich
miles, or about 1,500 acres. The general level of the island is igher
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than that of any other island of the group, and the quality of its soil -

sppears to be above the average.

51. The totam or artificial garden land, formed by quarrying out
the substratom of lime stome, is considerable
in this island ; but its irregularity and the number
of mopnds into which the excavated rock has been piled, render it
exceedingly difficult to ascertain it precise extent. It is believed to
Sows sbout 70 parahs 80W from 60 to 80 parahs of ragghee and pulse,
of soed. and may be nearly 100 acres of land. Some
attempts have been made to cultivate a little paddy in it, but this
Eetimated produce Tequires a lower level than the general plain of
sbont 700 moodahs of this excavation. The soil of the tofam is damp,
but light and sandy, and the people do not reckon
the subsistence produced therein at more than equal to 700 moodahs
of grain.
52, The island is divided into four Chers (or local divisions), and
seems t0 have been ver: lanted, Before the
Tamportaat land gale Androt was conmdﬁn;f‘tllly tll:e most flourishing
of the Beebee of Cannanore’s islands. The employment by the Beebee
of Cannanore of the members of several of the chief families of this
island in the internal management of the others; had given these families
exceptional affluence and influence.

53. The island is one of those which was laid waste by the gale of
April 1847. 1t is now nearly a desert but I was.
enabled to judge of what it had been'and what it
is capable of again becommg under good management

Totam.

Now waste.

54. The margmalstatemaﬂ% showstbe 60ise shte of poplatxon,
sm»tdmwmropuhmmmabgg v imiediately  before
: Boats, §c., of Androt prior to April 1BAF. ;; . \he. m,—-—m all

. Popalstion residing - & N ponis ] albiout” 2,600 -inhabi-

e 0“"-‘“11'1;:7’ S I ) - tanta. "Puring the

sglwnmanahng the < gl aeaeonbflw severe

o me t:ﬂ,ﬁdmnum , g g ‘choleéra passed
Division. 13 years of age. m through the Lacca-

. gl E K dive . group, and on

KR 3 zé*??%mmm
21312 .,2 EE °18 | believed to have died.

——T “Thus its full comple-

Machery ...} %80 810 | 317l 747 | 180118] 10 | 51 | ment may be taken
358 | 178 8381 1 8|ss| o

gﬁiﬁ.’ihm :ol 198 1?_ ﬁ 8 7 | 30 | at somewhat short of

Yoddeta.. .. {138 176|197t 509 8% 3,000 persons. Of

e fotal ... | 856]1,087 | 689{2,676 6@” st 153 | these less than 900

I 0801 - : now remain ; and left:
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to iteelf, the island will not support the half of this number for se\_renl

years to come.

55. A.lthongh nmeteen-twentletha of the plantatlon was lying prosmto '

WM’MwhokPhuMuafAMﬂd
modpnortodpral&i'l

Total No. of fall-

Leas about 16

per cent. allowed Treea i

ized Trees count- for Troon pastbe is bear-

od prostrate and in 2 to Plants.
107,000 1950 13,769

j 7.su

K

when I visited "the.
island, T was enabléed,
" by counting the fallen
as well as stdnding
trees with* great. ‘care,
to form & sufficiently -
exact return of < the
cocoanut trees it con-
tained, The body of

the island, which is the private property of the people, was very fully

planted.

fectly so.

- Vide N’oto 14. )

kuteynpar&y well planted.

But,. althongh conisidérable, exertions

" had evidently been made to formpluntﬁmns on
the reserved Pandaram Jand (former wasts assumed in rightt of jentmom)
Reserved land imper- great waste of valuable land was appurent in the
straggling slovenly plantations of the Eajah, -
which would have been saved under a better system. In forming
returns from prostrate trees some arrangements were necessary with

. regard to ' classification, whioh are deseribed o
" glsewhere. -Eut the return shows thab:the grown

_ Protably 84,000 "‘9 and bearing plantation of the island amounted o

mmmm

to the Beebce

T4 from 85,000 to 90,000 trees, ogw %(:’oom '
70, 000 were ‘the property of the:isls Qhﬂ,oh‘b’u E

56. %WWMWMW plantednppa.

Stctonant of the Number of Tvess ow the Pandaraty”
' I’gprtyof.dndztwulw

‘ Potal No. of fnllo ‘
ed prostrate pery Plants.
m- ; 2 3

= :‘6!'-W¢ Two or three thonsand

Pandaram property. '

rently within the last
fifty years on the re-
sumed waste land ab
either end of the island.

iThe private property

,wtthepeoploooouplel

- the beet part of the
*almd. Aboutlﬂ,ooo
‘treed were sitoated at
thewestendandﬂooo
<or 7,000 to the east.

werescattered through-

out the M ,':ﬂ:o résult of confiscations and
‘escheats. " I propua goiug more into Aetail else-
where ontheny-tempnmedm refere ‘e to the

v o
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t

Coli’:og:;ﬁg;y::fe.t rade.  influenced the coir trade of this island f

Decreasing, other§. It is confidently affirmed that t’h:.,:se0 e
years, sad certainly ¢ 1‘:: ;C;liulfl.avteﬁgree;‘tly fallen off within the l::}:(:::
The export, : nuacture of jaggery has largely i

i ports of .0011‘ from this island, on the most authenfi‘zlgn;'ncreas?d’
Jxpors stpat 450 1 could obtain, havo variod. during tho nst, i

Ray - Years from 8,000 to 10,000 i g o laat five

Rate per tree, 500 m 5,000 to ,000 miaupds, or 400 to
of sbotit 34 potnds of } candies of coir, a rate which gives an average
58, The ovport o f? coir per tree supposed to be in bearing. g
; cocoanuts from this island was la .

_Cocomnut  exports but it hag falle s'and was Jarge when free ;
fatlen off. monopoly of en off sincé the introduction of the

eriod th : y of cocoanuts in 1825. Pri
fhe expor:mz?rfibfgg‘; t‘:%};t hl:v?;' Of'nuts_ to the coast ;Zl;ni;: ::::

f eun me suppl f .
o b Bt o Tk 0 L
ons b‘; . tyiﬂ hanzﬂ ;ﬁ; 3;2:«;’5 sislguds this one hss hithert:osbgzn%al:

59, Tho savnle. of s b smugglinig was carried on.

Cowries m::}?ply. of :0;:1633 18 very lfmited froma “the physidal causes
ally haifs sondy’ (; . in"- paragraph 49; four or five robbins
has been within about 65 re candy) are fished per annum. Their value
the paoplo geb 8 or 10 vaoecs bens L 2ndy of eight robbins, for which
fron, the geu © or 10 rupees paid in rice. Were the trade a.n(,l Hectior

To, 6 quantity might, it is believed, be doubled  eollection

rtoise. 60. The tortois .
61. This island i ) i8e also is scarce. ,
island is ,pt.e;ulmrly a.dgpted to the growth of the Morinda
:bn :;»q:_tz%vvhwh yields a scarlet dye much prized
o-istands and coast : The v q:mntlty produced
% ptice has dsclined ;

Morinda Citron.
Vide Nots 89. is not great, sind e
Morindo," sitron Was

62. Having reported fully of thie stabe of this talind i 1of By i b -
Present state and O&ne‘of Ap ”11 847, I i eiy §ﬁmup %& ‘ oﬁ::vl.

prospects. ing that. et

o g that the destruction of provedv and wresk
of society is complete, and the shoek is dub Wzighf;ﬁp;g:y bi:;’d k’;r;glt;
Population. from for yeurs, “Of &' populatios of és'ﬁoof"abznt

900 are left on the islind * Disease and. famis
had destroyed between 200 anid 800 ﬁemm‘gﬁguwmmb e, o the
number ofaI;UOO to 1,200, have dispers nsdlives ¢ dor to the
ot_her islands, where they are' living in’ penury and de 1
r;llloretﬂrn gradually,‘ but many will, ere 'thel"{slaﬁd c:ﬁi??:t 1’20 o
wﬂ‘;e formed connexions and commenced new courses of I])1‘f'e lfimﬁ
- wean them from their homes. Those who remain are such ,’r: .

8 as have much at stake. These did not belong to the v%brﬁ;:

" clrases ; but they will now

_ separated by narrow inlets.

ved themsélves over the cosst and
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have to cultivate for themselves in conte-

quence of the loss of the Melachery clags, most of whom have been

forced to emigrate. :
63. The plantation has been swept away, and of 90,000 to 100,000

. full-grown trees nob above 7,000 to 8,000 will
Plantation. : . .
T survive, and these are at present 1n an unpromis-
ing state. The houses and mosques must go to ruin for want of thatch,
and the people are naturally disposing of their boats, for which ‘there
can be little employment for years. There is little or no capital amoug
the islandars, and the recovery of the island must depénd on the assist-

ance which may be afforded.
64. The island of Kalpeni lies 45 miles due gouth from Androt, and

fhe island of Kal: 'iS the most southerly inhabited island of the
peni. " TLaccadive group. The leeward position of this
island diminishes its inter-communication with the others of the group,
‘Androt excepted ; but’ brings it, at the same time, more into contact
with the people of Minacoy, whose boats generally sight the island on
their way from the coast southward.
65. The Kalpeni coral shoal presents all the characteristic featurés
Shoal xtensive of these formations very markedly. The shoal is
o . of considersble extent—eight miles long by thres
or four bread. It rises abruptly to the surface round the whole outer
odge, forming a well-defined and regular breakwater, and encloses a

Jagoon of great extent and several fathoms deep in parts. The-entrénce
. is good: The great extent of shoal water harbours

Fish, &0. phnt’_' abundanoe of fish and cowries; turtleand holothuria.
oo | ‘are plentiful. " ‘ '
66. The island of Kalpeni consists ‘ﬂi}a long straggling group of
Lohand described four islands. The main island of which only is
) inhabited, the other three being small rocky islands
The greater part of its length (about five
e miles) consists of a narrow strip of land not 800
VidNete 5. codq broad, but the sonth end of the muin island
bulges out into an oval shape, where only it is inhabited. The length
of this parb is about one mile by 1,200 feet at the greatest breadth ;
and I should reckon the superficial area of the inhabited part at 500 or
600 acres. ' . .
67. The excavations have been considerable in this island also, and
the Totam land has been formed for sowing coarse

[

Totam. L it i
s:::l 40 parrals of grain to the extent, it is supposed, of forty
peed. . parrabs ‘seed-area. ’

68. The level of Kalpeni is very low; and the natural quality’of the
N soil in the body of the island is decidedly of supe.
Genoral soil fine. . . . fortility. The fallen cocoanut tree trunkg

which I examined were finer and thicker thanI met with anywhere, ang
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a rank vegetation is now springing up over the islund which is not sgen .

.els:;vhirt:. I;l, every part of the island the bread-fruit tree thrives ; and
In the totam, besides the coarse grain, the banana a -
grow At , nd areca-nut tree
69, When I visited this island it was in a state of perfect desolation ;
Inquiries into po- Put I made careful inquiries as to the state of i
. ‘ 1t
Pnhffolf and plaztation. former population and plantation. S
| 70.'.,T]16 ma.rgm‘a}‘ gjatement shows the population as it stood prior
= to April last. The
choleraof 1845 did not
reach this island; so
that the population
was then at its fullest

Sldtonint shosbing the }’opula'tion Number, of House
b s 8,
&4, of Kalpewk prior to April 1847, .

SR s, . .
*, . ' Population residing on the

Island in April 1847, disorimi.

. Namé of the | nating the Children under 13

Number of Houses
Number of Mosques.

g.he."i or years of Age. complement,. The

ivigion, nei i i
1 . principal inhabitant
Males.|Females.| glel: Total. of Kalpe.ni claim good
caste Hindu ancestry

Kicherry 5 | 108 | 73 | 288 and proud ;
85l 4 roud thereof; but

, gaddakacheay... 136 188 153 477 | 116)10] i}, P ‘with .
Moohery "..|188 | 219 | 165 | 558 | 85| 5 ey are, with the po-
ekkachery .| 92 | 162 | 120 | 374 | s2jlo; pulation of this island
Total...| 455 | 675 | 512 |1,682 | sasjpe Senerally, decidedly
. , below the average of

the Laccadive people

in point Pf industry, and are looked on by the inhabitant of the group
Population. as 1nd1‘ﬁ'erent caltivators and bad sailors and
baf;;};l:d?ompamhvely boatwrights. ijo;?erty is little diffused amongst
the peoPle, the weight of individual families is

great, and probably on no island does the Pandaram influence sit
heavmr.. The poorer classes were ill off, and many looked rather to
occupations on the coast than to home resonrces for subsistence

Plantation. and accumulation of _property, even before the
cyclone, :

71. The statement in the margin is a return of the cocosnut plantation
of the main island as
ascertained by count-
ing the prostrate

Rtatement showing the whole Plamtation of Kalpeni
as ¢ stood prior to April 18417.

o 4t N.B.—Some of those trees which, had they heen saen in .8 made by allowing
*° life, would have been reckoned ‘¢ young tr .3,” came no

dou,bb into the 1st column; taken at 10,000 it’will leave fifteen Pe? cent. for
about 90,000 bearing trees for the 2nd columa. unproductive  trees

Probable Number of| 2w | E :

Total 3::.?%?;? Boaring Trees, by é £ | 8% trees. No classifica.
connting both n:afkliggp an :;ﬁw;z;!b o 3'5 tion could be made
P‘":::;zg;“d Lrees past bea"ring E ; f‘. @ of the withered

und mistakes. ‘L Mg 1™ trunks, but an appro-
— L
ximat1 -
105,500 $9,675 663 9,844 on to .the um
) v ber of bearing trees
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. and mistakes in counting, which in go fertile an island is a Large\allow-

ance. The productive plantation may safely be taken at 85,000 to
90,000 trees.

72. The Pandaram garden property on this island consists of the

Pandaram or Rajah’s : outskirts of the main. island and the small and
property. jungly islands adjaceps to it. In short, the leavings
of a population which, at the time of the reSuni’pﬁEp, was not aqual $0the
occupation of the less fertile and productive palby,ef the islghds, The
broad and inhabited part of the island had been plsnted long prm’m
enforcoment of Pandaram right to waste lands. Before the clone, the

Pandaram property consisted of a narrow slip of Jand to the northwirds

which had remained uncultivated ; and a wall Had been thrown aeridhs
it, bounding the people’s plantation as it formerly stood, beyond which,
all was reckoned Pandaram land; about 80,000 trees are supposed to
have stood thereon. Other outskirts had been appropriated and planted,
and some properties consisting both of trees and totam land have
escheated to, or been confiscated by, the Rajah fro:p time to time

throughout the island.

73. Exports of coir from this island have varied from 5,000 to 8,000
maunds, or 250 to 300 candies (of 640 Ibs.) per
Produceand trade. ./ \um, and are ssid never to have exceeded this
quantity. Indeed, though precisely on the footing of the other jslands,
5 X “and equally influenced by the reduction §f prices
Coir quantity small paid for coir, the lazy islanders have not sought
to evade the pressure of the monopoly, and the manufacture of jaggery
has not gained the same footing as elsewhere. But they have evaded
) in some measure the cocoanut monopoly, and the
Ooccaout smnggling: smuggling was on the increase; for the people of
Minacoy, over whom the Beebee has practically now little hold, anchor
their boats off the island, and the whole surplus nuts are smuggled off
with the connivance of the principal people and Beebee’s servants by
these active traders, who carry them to Ceylon and elsewhere. In conse-
quence of the main traffic in nuts being clandestine, I found it impossi-
ble to fix an snnusl average export of this naturally very fluctuating
commodity, but my belief is that several lakhs were shipped away in
this manner annually before the cyclong, "
74. The great extent of shoal water ‘and the number of inlets and
' . sheltered changpls. which exist about this island
Cowty fisheries. o nder its cowry fisheries peculiarly: valuable.
They have mever been known to produce less than four tandies per

Lo ennum, and, even at the present remuneratitn,.
. Valuable. average six to eight candies of cowries. Itissup- ™
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posed that, if properly fished, not less than twelve to fourteen candies

might be obtained. The revenue from this head may fluctuate between
250 to 500 rupees per annum.

75. Twelve or fifteen tortoise are taken annually ; the profits on the

Tortoise shell, shell to the Beebee of Cannanore are large. The
Veluable. tortolse shell revenue of this island may be safely
taken at 200 to 300 rupees a year. ' ‘

. . L)
76. Such was the former state of this island ; but it has been ruined
. . . by the hurricane more extensively than even
p,f:w”:;f d,'tt;?;w;: Androt. The sea washed 6ver the island, and
EER the storm-wave carried away the very soil of the
marrower parts. Of 1,600 inhabitants, 260 were washed away and
drowned in that night, 100 to 150 have died of famine and disease,
about 450 remain on the island, and the rest have dispersed themselves.
Plantation. Of a lakh of trees, about 700 sickly ones are
~ standing : and the prospect is bad for yesrs to
come; for there are only 500 or 600 young trees on whick reliange can
be placed of their bearing within the next four years. Plantation must
be re-commenced : the tofam land will aid, but I fear a jungle'may spring
up. The people are evidently heart-broken, and I entertain some fears
of the restoration of this island, unless the assistance and superintend-
ence given for the next five years be substantial and energetic. Almost
all the habitations, &c., are in ruins, and the greater number of the hoats
have been destroyed or disposed of. ‘

77. The Bebee’s property suffered most severely, and, being for the
. Of the Psndaram moOst part situate on the narrow neck of land, much
property. .~ of the soil has been washed awsay. I should ques-
tion the advisableness of attempting to' reclaim it
now. The escheated and confisested properties
scattered throughout the body of the island may recover their value,

Vide Note 59.

78. The island of Kowraty lies about 85 or 70 milos west of Kalpeni
and Androt, and is easy of access. The reef on
which the island is situate is not 20 extensive as
those of Andrat and Kalpeni; but, like that of
the lattér, it rises abruptly to the surface and
encloses an ample and commodions lagoon, and one of the safest of the

The island of Kowraty;

Reef and shoal water,

group, with from 1} to 2% faﬁhéxﬂ#of water. The island occupies the

east part of the reef, and lies nearly north-east to
potith-west ; itslength is upwards of 24 miles, and
" greatest breadth about 1,400 yardse-narrowing towards the south, where

The isia.nd; ita extent.
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» it joins what spparently was a gmall and separate island : there the neck

is 30 yards broad. The average breadth of the island may be asfsumed
at 1,000 yards, giving a superficial area of 1} to 1} square m;'les, or
vt about 900 acres. The soil of the western islands
The soil: - is doubtless fnferior to that of Androt and Kalpeui;
but still that of Kowraty is ﬁ'ne, especially down the centré of the island -
and along the eastern exposures. *

79. Some extent of artifivial garden land exists ;,but not being very
Totam—artificial gar.” productive or.guited to the banans, it hgs}‘ of labo
den land. years been generally ‘planted out with cgooamitih
‘" trees. The people of Kowraty have thus cast their.
. * all on their cocoanut plantation. And, exqépting the a
comparatively insignificant Products of bread-fruit and lime tre_?\s, the
cocoanut is the only giroduct of 'economical worth grown on-the;.ias.landﬁ;
the retirn t};érgof 18 thereforg. s qomiﬂ_etg ._m_easi.me of !t}}q oonﬂihon of
the people. The island s more or lesit:.h;gkly *plant,?&from qml to .
" " 'end, and there is less waste] ground on it tHan
on any of the larger inhabited islands of the
. group. S " .

‘ island is divided into four Oheris (divisions), and the popu-
latiso% arlx‘i}?n:imbprvof houses, &c., i8 shown in the’ fplhvg‘.ng stgi;gm‘ept.
The hotises ‘ate of average goodness, and are numercus ythosl eutgrggl se
sheds are the cadjen-leaf dwellings of the poorer classes:— = - “

Statement shorwing the Stats gf Fopwlation, &o., in Kiwsraly in Nobmber 1847.

Planted out.

Well planted.

) s [ o | paors e
‘ L ‘ " Porutation.,  } - OF ATS,
SN ettt B P'om T -\ Worsnre ‘
Name. . il - —
of Cheri or ‘ eg ) §
Division. . g o|.|33)8) &
&1 e Slalanld]
@ © o -] ] - g, 5 © 3 (&)
g 'g 2 - = 3 8 ) M-s 'g »
Ela|El 2@ |2|2|F|8%3
dachery we| 17| am| 18| 45| 21 ¢ - | 28
o A Igg % e 08 o o l1afu1| 08 4| E
g‘;nich o «f 186 g3} 264} 270} 1644 608|111} 2 o‘ : 1.‘ f A
e ] 7s] sl 1ip| 183| For|'848) 8F 8} 1] )
' Totd 434 108 | 78 | 7601~ 537-{2,000 | 83 |18 | 19 8 | 104

e * Nwem: “‘"“b‘ 1847, to 2,060 i ﬁb‘
” , population amémnted, in Ns er 1847, to 2,060 inhabi-
8. The popui® tants,’ but'tif? is. gaid that upwards of 500% fell
‘Males .. .o }gg viotilﬂs to i J in 158’4'5, and the full com-
z:mu:lr:: . 203 ploment of e'iiﬁpulation of this ishmd may be
; o7 taken at 2,600. An acourate statement’ showing-
: — the classifioation of the:population with reference

* Numboer 16, . to their occupations is appended in U note. ¥
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Siatement showing the Stats of the

Plantation in Kowraty in November 82. The margma,l return shows the -

1647, state of the standing plentation. The
5 — two latter heads, “young trees and
E o [a%ES lants,” sh i i )
g (852K i plants,” show an exceedingly active state
é . &8 3 E o £ of cultivation; the very high average of

g .??E“’-’-ij w | g the young trees is to be attributed to

g £ §_§ §=8| 8 § | the somewhat recent planting out the

A ol L totam with cocoanut trees. The firgt

86,550 | 75,738 |19,674/40,049 Column shows the number pf full-grown

trees; the second column the probable

N.B-—Under the head ¢ plants”

number of productive —
have come some nurseries of plants; P Vo trees 124 per

uot half the number probably live CeRb. (a reasonable average as compared

after being transplanted. with the ascertained data of the Com-

Vide Note 14. pany’s islands) being allowed for trees

past bearing.

83. In this island, as elsewhere, the body of the island is the fee
riml;lj:gvf:i::: Ian:llorfi;s simple property of the people.  Over a part,
Piscoof lacd eng tovie; hOWever, the Pandaram asserts a landlord’s
half of the produce. claims, on the gronnd that, thongh planted by
the inhabitants, it was formerly waste land, and therefore the property
of the Rajah. The trees are held by the people ; but as the Rajah has
for many years exacted equal division of the produce, this claim for rent
is exceedingly heavy. It is somewhat evaded in practice, and the

People inclined to means resorted to for the protection of the Rajah’s
remonstrate. rights are so injudicious that right or wrong
the people evidently wish to combat the whole claim.

84. This piece of land, locally termed Pandaram Pak (forbidden

Its desoription. ground), consists of the southern end, and is fully

one-fourth of the superficial area of the island ;

but by far the greater portion of the land is indifferent soil. It is cut

off from the body of the people’s plantation by an old wall which was
probably thrown up when the plantations were first resumed.

85. Within the wall stands grown plantation es shown marginally,

Plantation thereon. amounting probably to 1,500 bearing trees.
Fall-grown trees ... 12,;?3 The Beebee has five other small plantations

gﬂ;‘g frees - 8141 containing about 8,500 good trees, which

Tota| Sem B0 have been
T oWl Ohowk| mores | planted by her Karyakars
whose names they bear,

Kalealip .. .. .| 833 y They are now managed
1,060

Namoe of Garden.

Bellya Valip . o 018 :

Ally Massa Valip ... .| 907 4,581| exclusively by the Beo.
Hussan Karyekar Valip ... | 624 bee’s servants. But the
Povalip .00 v 6 J remainder of the trees
Total,..| $,499 . | 1,060 4&591 claimed by the Panda-

ram were planted and

AL
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il enjoyed by different families of the people. As

m::::’ :;i,:z;:;u :ngast otly;er islanFrs these pla.nt‘aations are as

to the people. well defined and distinct as the fee Sl'mple proper-

¢ies which they hold on the body of the island, but the Rajah claims to
be the landlord and takes rent. o

86. The novel system of division of the gross produce requires the

total exclusion of the people from this p?r.ti.on ?f
System- the island, and the breach -of the prohibition is

usually visited with very hea:vy penalties. ' Once a-m‘t()int:h ths (;v;::;s
and public servants ptoceed to the plantation and divide the .pe - ami.
This minute interference i8 vexatious and apt to be oppressive ;
the exclusion of the people from inhabiting

Objeotionable. . large portion of the island, sod from constantlg
superintending their planbatiqns, is- incompatible :;ltth "axﬁre ‘sl::}:h
system of cocoanut - cultivation. The people seemed - to
inclined to set the prohibition at defiance.

87. These plantations were probably formed by fihe péople whﬂe;t;e
1‘, bly origin form. System of imposing & certain .sum, chargeable
°dpr:h?‘°y th"gl people on the head inhabitants of each island, on account

:"Z*ﬁim: aste, &0 86 of all Pandaram property on the island prevailed.
X .

Division of produce The system of dividing produce was introdnced, it

!.-to':ymm introdnoed is .believed, by Hussan Karyakar, about 40 years

ago, and is most unpopular on account of itspo_v}elty and 36vefiﬁy. .
8’8 Some attempted aggression and encroachments by tix? _Pendarafn
. on what the people believe to be their rightts in

Differences between 4 ¢ this land have lately been resisted, and
:,}:2 f:%';l:,,miy Jaéon gegm to cause much ill-will. The profits to the

: g d embezzlement and misman-
Cannapore are very small, an
Bee:;t; :fre::ce the returns from this source so much that a better
o » ) .
:§stem of administration would benefit all parties. N
89. The escheated properties and confiscations on this island a.moﬁﬂ
" to about 2,000 trees. They are generally in the’
Escheated propertied o) o 1535 of the families from whom -thgy were
o mstom of PEET o nfisonted, and Karama¥ (s compulsory rent) of
" Vido Noto 17. 48 Ibs, of coir per tree is raised.

. i jarly rich in juice ax

t tree of Kowraty is péculiarly ric .
90. The cooo.anu compared with other islands, especn;dly Ameny
Mannfacture of jag- R and Agaty, and W manufacture of Jaggery has

;;Z;x very extensively resorted to of; late years in order to evade the

pressure of the monopolies of coir and cocoa.nut\s. ‘
91. Jaggery cannot be manufactured on islapfls where cocoanut trade

| est _ is free and the coir is paid for at reasonable rates, -

Uts disadvanteges,  oxeont af o serious loss to the producer of those

X
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more valuable articles of commerce. But it is supposed that not lgss
than one-fifth of the trees of this island are used

ide N . . . .
Vide Note 16 read. for the production of this coarse article of local

“consumption. The effect of such misdirection of the industry and
Its effect on the coir -©Aterprise of this island from the coir and cocoanut
trade.  trade to jaggery, has been serious since the reduc-
tion of the prices in 1826.  The annual exports of coir are said to have
been upwards of 400 candies, but for years, the Boebeg’s Karyastan
assures me, they have boen below 300 candies—collections on account of
old debts, Karama, custom duty, &c., indlusive—and his statement is
corroborated by the people. But to cover all inaccuracies we may
~assume 350 candies as the annual export.’
92. Assuniing even this higher rate, it may be remarked that, com-
Vide Note No, 24 5.  Paring the supplies of coir t‘:o' the Company’s
monopoly from the northern islands, where the
former prices are still retained, with the exports from this island, it will
be fonnd that the average delivery of coir from the Company’s islands
is 5% to 5% 1bs. of coir per productive tree, while from Kowraty it is
little more than 8 tbs., and that, while the whole bearing  plantation of
the four Company’s islands taken together scarcely ‘exteeds that of

Kowraty, those islands supply annually to the Company’s monopoly 42

per cent. more coir than the whole annual export from Kowraty amounts
to; in other words, 100 to 150 ‘candies of this valuable article are lost
to the public and sacrified to an article of inférior commercial value, the

manufacture of which is detrimental to the producer. The fiscal system

13 at fanlt,

93. The cocoanut trade also has fallen off since the mondpoly of pur-

Covoanat trad chase at low prices was'introduced ofy: the island,.
ons ® . The Beebee's agent assures me that for some years'

ke Beebee had not receive‘d'abov(a“1_0;000‘:1@5 per ahnum; and the
ple admit that they have not sdpiplied of late years any great num-
&, I ascertained that last year the deliveriet to the Pandaram
" “amounted to 20,000 nats, and for some years prior to little above’
10,000. There has bewn doubtless a consider-
able smuggling trade, of which the Company’s
islanders have been ths carriers. It were vain to attempt to reconcile
the conflicting statements of the Beebee’s Karyastan and the people ;
for the latter are afraid to edmit the smuggling, and the former is
suxions to show the smallest jpossible profits to the Beebee from this
novel monopoly, the propriety of introducing which seems very doubtful.
This year the people of this island have ‘openly resisted this monopoly,
and to my certain knowjedge exported several lakhs of nuts ; and, com-
. paring the number of trees with the population, an average annual
export of 3} to,4 lakhs may, no doubt, be assumed.

Smuggling.
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' ’ i8 i i ; bout
banks of this island are estimated to procuce a
4. The ooy 3% to 4 candies of cowries annuslly, and, as far as

C({;n';y ﬁsh:::e;;'é?:: 1 conld judge, the fisheries are not overvalued.
wou e m

" tive, if prices paid were But in consequence of the strict monopoly and .

romunexative. unremunerative prices now paid, not more tha.n
one candy a year has been recovered by the Pam?a.mm. Oonsxd(?ra]cﬁp‘
smuggling of this article takes place, but there is much truth in the

- statement of the people that the prices allowed are such as to preclude

their taking advantage of this valuable produce of their shoals. © .
95. The turtle is not regulrly fished on this island, and probably not
' v lly taken about
' more than four or five are annually
Tortolse. - Kowraty. From Subely Par more are brought.
96. The soil of Kowraty is peculiarly adapted to the lime trees,
. which are very fine, and if free, wguldg_‘}',e,,ogln.
Lime. " vated largely. As it is, there are a considerable
number of trees scattéred over the island. Itis dlﬁicultwrmd&stané
e precise claim of the Pandaram over this product ; hut'as soon.-‘ns
%) P the fruit appears, the Pandaram Pak (a leaf tied:
Vide Note 18. with ceremonies) is put on the tree, arfl‘d any
i ibition i ished: The frujt is’
h of this prohibition is very severely puni ho fruit is
;::;Zreg by the Iéaryauka.r and a portion taken on account of ¥ixs Rajah,

Part of the produce &nd either sent fresh to Cannan(’re'“.;?wmed‘m

" is taken by the Bajab.  thig island. ' The Karyaker stated that his orders

aro to take -and send half the produce of the. trees to, gannaaere
for domestic use. This had been dope for.years, »b_uf« th_e . :rzastl::&
(apparéntly ashamed) refused to claiin s of ,r_xgl.;t,‘ ﬂ;;)ug :n hea
always exacted one-half, any‘,spovr't’ic.m of thxs_rprogifxq:._ - No remune?
tion is paid, and the people are giving up the cultiva 'mn. .
" 97.. About 45 miles south-west from Kowraty hes.t.he'thely 'a;
’ Par L‘ noy 8hoal, I was unable myself to visit it, but wig§
,,,;S:e}:fly Pe " reference to the propesition to settle Peoplexg!
Androt and Kalpenf ther®, it was .cprgfl?lly exa.mi.ned by my sub
nates, and I made all the requisite inquiries abont it. ‘

' is extes viges htls o the surface and encloser
o Thosw? e:t:::;v g;xe l:g::::?ﬂgnt:he shoalare situated twe
Deserted. small - low 'islahds--Belyak;:a ‘anél flferza']:etr;
i i -aid Tiggaram, these islands are de cient in thie
::1;;?;:?:, 13;115::"11;@9, gxli?lg:o fresh wateér can be obta;xl'ledboz z};
larger island ; on the other‘island there 4re one' or two yv;t 8, but the
water is indifferent, ' The islands are six o eight miles ap: ",

99. Suhely Par has mever been permanently umoccupied. Th

TUnocoupied. v valusble fisherie$ and cowry banks on
vide Note 19, . the shoal were owned by the people of
g&?e%?jﬁzgope T Kowraty ; but were confiscated in M K.
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‘
Statement of Cocoanul Plantation !
n S{Wh_, Par. suspected conspiracy and the murder of

Hussan Karyakar, the Rajah’s Agent.

Number of A
Name of Islands. Bearing It is now Pandaram property. The
Trees. | jglands are now covered by almost
Belyakera .. ... 409 impenetrable wild - pine-apple jungle,
Cheryukers... -} 2805 | amongst which some plantation is inter-
Total.. | 8,214 | spersed on both islands ~ Fishermen -

from Kowraty stay there during the
) ~ season for fishing.
100. The soil of both islands is low, damp, and fertile. Coarse grain,
Soil.
there ; and some endeavours have been made
during the last two years to clear and cultivate the lesser island where
water is to be got. This island may become valuable property if the
attempt to establish there emigrants from Androt and Kalpeni (200
were sent) succeed. At present 250 to 300 rupees worth of nuts per
annum are got from the two islands. ' ‘
101. The Suhely shoals abound in cowries, but the distance from
Cowry beds scarcely the inhabited island of Kowraty precludes women
worked thoughvaluable. gnq children from going there; aund the prices
paid are insufficient to induce able-bodied men to engage in this
industry under circumstances so disadvantageous. The returns of
cowries have been exceedingly limited. It is believed that about
10 candies will annually be collected by the colony now established
there. :
rtoise. 102. Twenty to thirty pounds of tortoise shell
‘ at least are annually collected from this shoal.
108. Existing restriction against visiting Suhely, the fishing ground
 Prohibition to go there. | and cowry banks of their forefathers, is a sore
T ~ grievance with the peop?éo‘f Kowraty ; but while
.fhe Pandaram attempts to preserve the few trees and the exclusive
right of fishing, some such rule may be requisite. o
104. The island of Agaty lies about 8) miles to the north-west
Tsland of Agaty. of Kowraty. The shoal water about this island,
The shoal desribed. g9 may be seen from the ‘map, is very extensive ;
but although shown as one continuous coral reef, the island of Asgaty
and the sister islands of Bingaram and Tingaram are enclosed within
separate breakwaters, the connecting shoal having deep soundings
between the two. The Agaty shoal is large, the outer ridge well
defined, tnd the lagoon enclosed by it is large, deep, and clear of

obstruétion—so much 8o that in rough weather the ripple is too strong -

t6 admit of soaking the cocoanut husk on the west and lagoon-side of
the island. Fish is abundant, and the, population are known as parti-
cularly expert fishers and sailors. :

940 (AD.1765) in punishment of a'

as well as cocoanut plantation, would grow well -

g

105. The island of Agaty, the most westerly of the group, is long
! and narrow ; the main island measuring 6,400
yards, or about three and-a-half miles in length,
and at is greatest breadth 800 yards. The average breadth may

ivi i 800 acres. To the
be 600 yards, giving a_ superficial area of Ifearly > th
) ’ ; gsouth lies the detached island of Kalpaty, which is

claimed as Pandaram property; & few cocoanub
plants are interspersed in the jungle that covers 1t.
’ 106. The climate of Agaty is drier, and the
Climate. goil more sterile than that of the eastwa.rd‘isla.nds
: " of the group. :
107. Some attempts have been made to form fotam (artificial .ga.rden
* land), but thegpxtent is too small to merit n'mch
Totam. . attention, and, as in Kowraty, it is almost enbu‘q_l,y
under cocoanut plantation. ; : e
108. The island " is sub-divided into three Cheris or divi'éions,j_and
contained a population, in December 1847, a8 shown in tl.xe statgix)nent
below. Ninety-six males aod some fema,le.s were lost in two boats
which were wrecked in the hurricane of April 1847, and about 200 are

: ; i 5 t comple-
i been carried off by cholera in 1845. The fullgq b comple
said tohave his island may be taken at 1,700 inhabitants. :-—

Extent of island.

Kalpaty.

ment of population of thi

Statement showing the Stats of Population, &o., tn Agaty in December 1847 ‘. ‘v

R £l
nes, | ] RTION: or | _ Boars.
DwpLLINGs, .Pnym:a v oy e
Name - - - 7d '4’-—%
of Cheri or - | g il 2
Division. B g § § il & g )
AEREAEEEREREER
. 2|3 |3 | B2 |3 (8|88t | =
' g 8|88 |8 | [AlAIAN]<] &4
) ad 71 1| 1
.1 8e | 35 | 124 "169 ) 149 | 4424 1.
335313323 "1 gg | 13 | 128 | 166 186 460 8} 8 a; g f}; p
Buddabachery .| 96 | 37 | 220 | 330} 184 | 643 9| 21, 8]
tored .. | 378 | 84 | 481 | 665 | 400 fgi,548)24 1) B | B} B8

A ‘t;ethm ,shoﬁng the classification of the

, V;b Note20. pegjﬁfé'g}cordiﬁg'to‘their occupations is appended
o T e adbe. o

109. The island is & ‘Melachery or inferior-caste i.sl.and, but its

. C j)eople are more active and enterpnsu}g_;those of

Inhabitants of Mela- Eiltan excepted—than any met with on the

chesy casto industrions. islands. They are withal the least amenableto
the rule of the Becbee of Cannanore.
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110. A «very considerable portion of this island still remgine

. i nnplanted. And the whole is imperfectly plantec
E;;“j;‘g‘hﬁ&;’i‘fgf out when compared with Kowraty and the Com
pauoy’s islands.

Statement showing the State of the Plan.
tation in Agaty in December 1847,

g §§E§ . E 111. The marginal geturn sh‘ow
w. g? g "é .5 the state of the cocoanut plantation
? g -go'.;,,g 5E S 4 5 a.llowing 12} per cent. for unproduc-
3L (485w8| 2 | 5 | g | tive trees, the probable number of
L “ 1 & | 4 | bearing trees may be about 39,000.
44,000 39,025 14,512 26,611 17

»

Pandaram property.

Abstract Statement showing the Number of Trees in the -of the planta.tion of the
actual enjoyment of the Beebes of Cannanore in Decem-

ber 1847 island isin the hands

%3 5 of the people. But the

Name of Cheri or 55_6 é | Pandaram claims jen-

Division. 13 H g mum (landlord’s) rights

2 £ N & over - a considerable

portion. These claims,

1. Yeddachery .. .| 286 22 | 26 |

8. Badakachery .. ..| 154 | 158 | 751 owever,. are mot ac-

8. Tekkackery .. 418 4.44. 877 quiesced in by the

Total..| 858 | 619 | 1,644 | immemorial occupants;

4 Gardon inTeko Pak ...| 778 | 130 | gs | ond thenumberof trees

5. Garden in Vaddake Pak. 8 || ctmally In the emjoy-
e ok ” 28 | | ment of the Beobeeis

Total . ) 2478 1 .00‘2 1 5!”, - only that shown in the

margmala.bstraot parti-
N.B.—Tbe first three items have acorued. by oonfls:

oations and escheats. The fourth aund fifth are- plantr- mﬂ”‘m of thh vnn be
ations formed by the Bajab’s servants. : fonnd a.ppendeﬂ

113. Asin Kowraty so also in this 1sla.nd, the differences betweeﬁ -

Difference between the PeOPle and the Pandaram in regard to whaste hnd

people and Rejah about forms a very rife subject of 3ealousy and illfeal-
wasto land. ing, which hes retarded progressive plantation. -

The Pandaram have long claimed the right to all unocoupied land, bt

10 wall has been kept up in this island to separate the plentation of

the people from the waste. :

© ments by natives employed aa such, have enabled some of the chief
famxhea to plant out, and possess themselves of plantations situated on

. land which is alleged to have been waste when the nght was sssamed.
Of these plantations, their descendants are now in enjoyment, and

112. Nearly the whole

- gling, -

Frands of former servants; and encroach-
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somewhat unreasonable and unscrupulous attempts of the Pandaram
to resume these plantations—without power to eriforce the claim againgt
the feelings and influence of the whole island—have miscarried. The

‘mabter is still an open question, the result of wh:ch is watched with

a.nxxety

114. The annual coir produce of this island is differently stated bus

Gotr produoe. it apparently averages about 250 candies per
Vide Noto 28. annum. The trees of this island yield so small a
J,ﬁ:ﬁfeg{m . qua.ntlty of juice that the manufacture of jaggery

is not 8o extenswely carried on as it is in Kow-
raty : and this channel of evasion being cut off, the monopolies of coir

and cocoanuts proas the heavier on the people. Still a considerable
quantity of jaggery is snnually made, though ata compa.ratwely greater
sacrifice by the producer.

115, Of le.te yeara thero has been B goo& deal of smugglmg of coir
Coooanus trade. from this island. While the tmde in nute has
Obiefly clandestine.  been chiefly clandestine and it is diffienlbto ascer-

tain the quantity exported. The Beebee’s monopoly is row but scan-
~ tily supplied with nuts ; and much oil is made on
oiL. the spot, whereby the nut monopoly is evaded.

116. The Aga.ty reefs are exceedingly productive in cowries ; aud,
Cowries. if properly fished, would produce not less than

S three and-a-half to four candies. In former years
the Pandaram obtained two to three candies of cowries from Agaty, but

latterly the supply has fallen oﬁ. Oﬁ candy or one and-arhalf candy is
the recent rate of supply.-

117. The'tortoise shell of Aga.ty cannot be‘separabed from that of the

] nmghbounng islands of Bingaram ‘and Tingaram,
 Tortoise shell. and it is occasionslly brought from Perraal Par to
tlne island. I am told that 10 to 13 Ibs. per annum hasbeen of late the
average quantity received by the Pandaram.” The number of turtle
caught no doubt produce more; for Agaty has the best fisheries of the
Considershle smug. BToup, but tortoiseshell is an article which is easily
smngglad and it is & gatter of notoriety, that the
people of Kiltan are in league thh ‘the people of Agaty and . a;d in
smugghng tortoise shell. . - .
118, There are but few lime a.ml bred-frmt trees in Agn.ty 'l‘he
* codoanut is the only product. of commermal ar
economical valne. -
119. -Attached to Agaty; and at a dmhanoe of about’seven miles, lies
Telands of Bingaram, (0 Shoal 'which conteing the three smal islands
Tingaram. of Bmga.ram, Tingardrs, snd Baba Karyakar':
Note 19. Parly. The islands are small, but the shoal wate:
is extensive and in parte deep. It abounds in fish, cowriesjiend turtle

Other pro&ace
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120., The islands lack the substratum of coral which underlies the X

Descnbed soil of other islands, and are consequently deficient
No water. f d B

of .good water. But from the same caunse their

soil is damp and fertile, and in their present deserted state they are all

three covered with an almost impervious jungle

of wild pine-apple and brushwood—interspersed,
however, with a few cocoanut trees.

Jungle,

121. The marginal return shows the state of plantation on each of
the islands. The trees are fine,
and the soil good ; ‘but neglect,

vermin, and jungle detract
Full-

Name of Ieland, | grown | T9U8 | plants. -greatl'y from their valune. They
Trees. | 1rees. are pilliged by fishermen, and

probably not more than half a

Statement of the Plantation in Bingaram, §¢.,
in December 1847.

Bingaram 2,928 1.452 2,306

Tinowram | 2,605 | 1798 748 lakh of nuts a year are recovered

Parly .. . 81 200 4| by the Beebee of Cannanore.
Total .| 5.618| 8450 8,056 Under good management the

isla.udg would be valuable.

122. These iglands, with their valuable cowry and tortoise banks and

Originally beionge 41, lsheries, were originally the property of the

the peopls of Agaty. people of Agaty. - They were confiscated about
Confiscated. - MXK. 937 (A.D. 1764) as a punishment for the
Note 19.

murder of an obnoxious Accountant to whom the
carrying out of the restrictions on trade then fntroduced had been
entrusted. Free use of the shoal® &c., was, however, at first left to. the
people, a sum of 400 rupees paid in coir being chargeable against the

% Vide Lieut. Bently's inhabitants of Agaty on account of thie Beebee of
Report, 1795. Cannanore’s property* thereon. Their direct
management hassince been resumed. They are now under the Karya-

Now striotly preserv. kar of Agaty, and are strictly preserved. Proceed-
ed. i mg thither even to fish without orders, and
unaccompanied by Nadpaul (village messenger), is severely punished.
A watcher occasionally resides on the islands to protect the trees from
theft ; and once in a month or six weeks the Karyakar goes thither to

gather the fruit of the trees. Once or twice a year the whole populatlon

of Agaty is required to collect on the islands to gather cowries for the
Pandaram. On these occasions two or three candies of cowries are
collected, and the people paid a small cooly-hire. ,
128. The system now obtaining with regard to these islands is peca-
System bad, andwaste.  liarly bad. The want of fresh water thronghont
ﬁfvaalma%le land. the year procludes their permanent occupation,
but thess islands are the Agaty fishing grounds ; and for the sake of a
very small profit the fishing is re_stricted and the comfort of the people
of Agatyahuch diminished. Both the islands are quite habitable during

31

/ the qnonsoon, and the people would, were the liberty conceded, gladly
burn the jungle and sow coarse grain as is done by the people of Ameny
in Kadamut. They are anxious to plant these islands, but’ they are
strictly forbidden. The trees now standmg were chxeﬁy planted by
the islanders before confiscation, and durmg the period when they:
rented the islands. Two or three Karyakars have made some desultory
efforts to reclaim these islands on account of the Pandaram, but they are

* gtill in the wildest state.

124. Again the cowry banks are by far the best of the whole group,

Tho valusble cowry 8nd are believed to be capa.ble of producing
beds not fully worked.  apnually 12 to 15 candies of cowries of the value
of 700 or 800 rupees. Doubtless were they free they would yield six
or eight candies of cowries a' year. The present restnctlons prevent
development, and the unremunerptivé rates of payment hold out no
allurement to fishers ; while the custom of requiring the whole pupula-
tion of Agaty to go there, with their women and children at, certain
geasons is oppressive and open to great abuse.

125. The number of tortoise annually taken does
not exceed 20 or 25. ‘

126. The prohibitions against going to Bingaram and Tingaram are

Fesling of the paox;le dwelt on by the people of Agaty as a grievance
relative to these rosirio. of peculiar gravity; and their breach is one of
tooa. the forms in which their presént defection has.

_ manifested itself. | ) '

Part »S’éﬁmd |

127. Ha.vmg described the islands sevemlly, their. internal state and
Boosomioal state of the fiscal system and genera,l administration of the
the island. Cannanore family remain to be noticed.  The
early submission of the people of the Laccadives to powers on the coast
was probably voluntary ; and ‘the feudatory tribute payable by the
Beebeg, of Cannanore to the Rajah of Cherikul
“was exceedingly light (6,000 fs., or 1,200 rupees).
The early revenues raised from the island consisted in duties (Sunkam)
and royalties, of ‘the same character as those of princes on the coast
“No ‘claim on the land occupied by thé people Lias ever been raised ; for
ere the prm&iple of a land assessment whs inttoduced in Malabar in 1784,
8 more . luckative exclusive trade and monopoly of produce-dud been
efforced on thes¥ islands,  Thus no basis: of rent or of. a'land revenue
was ever laid in the Laccadives,
128. mght over unoccupied land was, however, assumed at a later
s iriod, and jmmwm rights of the Rajah-over it
eﬁlaﬁhe:::p:oo{:;'m::sdts lI::.ve (unwilling perhaps) been acquiesced in by the
and reclaimed waste, people. But such land as had been occupied up to
the time of resumptionis, and always has been, the exclusivd fee-simple
property of the people, over which the Rajah has no jenmum claims,

Tortoise.

No land revenue.
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129. Proprietary right is very clearly defined, and well undersfood

People understand amongst the people. Sales are rare ; the transfers
their rights. are generally on mortgage or service-tenure.

130. Fee-simple property on the Laccadives seems to have been con-

State of landed pro- fined to a fev?' p.rincipa.l families and their branches,
perty, and great infle- from whom it is held on service-tenure by their
ence of a few families. b, 7y ans or dependants. . A service-tenure has a
tendency to become hereditary spd form pre-
scriptive property, and such is its condition on the
islands, The tenants maintain and extend their plantations, and are
Ararely;, if ever, ousted at discretion. Money rents are unknown ; and the
only produce rent known is that paid by the meera (unfermented
toddy) drawer, viz., a moiety of the juice drawn. The services usually
required are the manning boats, tilling totam land, &c. And, accord-
ing to the custom of the islands, these dependants must export their
coir and surplus produce in the boats of their landlord, who is generally a

Rent gervice.
Right to freight.

Landlords are also
the merchants of their
dependants.

boat-owner,and charges freight in kind. The land-
lords thus become the agents of their dependants,
and a&s the protection of the monopolies requires

the restriction of all export trade to these licensed and responsible

Tendency of the
arrangement to throw
the -monopoly of the
internal trade, iato the
hands of a fow, and the
eftect.

Wages.

boat-owners, a monopoly of the internal trade is

R

practically established in the hands of a few fami-

lies. This condition greatly enhances the burden
of the fiscal system obtaining on these islands.

131. Wages are paid by the landlords at sub-
sistence rates in articles of immediate consumption.
Moaney is not in circulation.

132. The staple vegetable production of the Laceadives is the

Figcal.
Coir the most import-
ant production.

Early exaction of &
tithe thereof.

cocoanut ; and of its products, coir is by far the
most important. The earliest source of regular
revenue seems to have been a tithe thereof lovied
a8 duty (Sunkam) on exportation from the islands,
to which was added a tithe of the rice bronght

in exchange, amounting in all to a tax of 20 per cent. on the, éﬁple
surplus produce of the island. For two centuries at least this duty, with
royalties, constituted the revenue of the group. These exactions are

still maintained ; but much has been superadded.

183. Trading relations were no doubt early established between the

Monopoly of purchase
of coir at 80 rupees per
candy (ncuinally) insti-
tuted ; the actual price
prgid being about 28%
xI’{upees ;ortb of nos ai.:,b

upees 2} per moo!
or about io muoodahse,

Rajak and people of these islands, but the right of
purchase of coir, to the exclusion of all others,
was first introduced by Bamaly Rajeh about M.K.
940 (A.D. 1765). The market value of coir was
then between 60 and 70 rupees per candy, and the
price paid to the producer was fixed at 30 to
85 rupees per candy imported into Cannanore : it
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was paid in rice at a commutation price of Rupees 2} pey robbin.
The- duties on coir, &c., exported from the islands and on rice, &c.,

~ imported were transferred to Cannanore, where they were charged as

import and export duties, and deducted fromthe payments made for
coir. The actual payment to the people thas became reduced (20 per
cent.) to about 24 rupees per candy. There were some further miscel~
laneous deductions, amounting to about one per cent. on the whole, on

“account of expenses, nazeranah, &c., and the people received about 23}
rupees worth of rice, at 2} rupees per moodsh for each candy of (foir,
which left a profit—on a market value of 65 rupees per candy of coir—
of about Rupees 40 to 50 per candy. -

134. Judging from the present state of these islands, and the early

Probable sapply and Teceipts of coir by the Company’s monopoly, and
profite derived while from the information obtained by Lieutenant
rice wag at 3% rupees Bently and Mr. Murdoch Brown in 1795, the
quentity of coir delivered annually, when the
monopoly was first instituted, must have considerably exceeded 1,509
candies, and produced a revenue of 65,000 to 75,000 rupees from this
single source, while rice was at the then prevailing high rates. As
these prices fell after the conquest the revenue improved.

per moodah.
Vids Note 22.

185. Further profits on trade accrued from the export of coir frof
the const to Bengal and other places, and the family was rich.

"136. By the rebellion of the Amen;]; Islands inf1h78‘is‘ tl}lle Becbee of
: Cannanore lost about one-fifth of her revenues
Axf;:x.a;. by robelfion of from this source, and the jaghire of 7,380 rupees
granted from the Cherikul territories was no doubt an inadequate equi-
_ valent, but the loss was more than compensated by
the further jaghire of Rupees 12,000, also granted
from the same territories about the same time. In 1792, when both
were resumed by the Rajah of Cherikul, the loss became important.

Equivalent.

187. After the reduction of Cannanore in the war of 1791-92, and
. 'Same system oon- cession thereof with Fippoo’s other territories in
tinued; .afler the com- Mylahag the Beebee of Cannanore was allowed to
;1;;2“.’”“& ceswion ™ retain her Laccadive _possessions provisionally,
paying to the Honorable Company & provisiqul contribution of 10,000
rupees as a moiety of what she represented;to be the profits of her
trade with theislands. The existing fiscal system, with regard to coir
monopoly, was maintained until M.K. 1001 (A.D. 1826). N\

* Juint Comminioﬁer’b Report, paragraph 245.
&



138. When the collection of sea customs duties on merchandige at\

An exemption from
payment of import daty
on coir was made in
1793 in favor of the
Beebes of Cannanore,
who, however, keeps up
the exorbitant import
dusy to Cannanore of
10 per cent. of all coir
and charges 10 per
cent. on all rice im.
ported into the island,

Vide Note 23.
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Cannanore was assumed on account of the Com-
pany in M.K. 969 (A.D. 1793), coir imported
from the Laccadive Island was exempted under
the provisional arrangement ; the total abolition of
the monopoly of trade enjoyed by the Beebee of
Cannanore having been ordered by the Governor-

Geeneral, approved of by the Honogable the Court *

of Directors,and being at the time under immediate
contemplation. Notwithstanding this indulgence,
an import duty of 10 per cent. continues to be

charged to this day by the Beebee of Cannanore on all coir imported
into Cannanore by the people of the Laccadives, to supply her own
monopoly. The island import duty of 10 per cent. of the rice paid
in exchange for coir is also retained.

189. The commutation price of rice had been fixed about A.D. 1770

The value of rice fell
and enhanced the pro-
fits by the difference
Pbetween the commuta.
tion price at which the
poople were paid and
the actual valne.

of monopoly have

at 2% rupees per moodah of rice. And this rate
was maintained in payment to the people till as
late as M.K. 1001 (A.D. 1826). The islanders
did not participate in the fall in the price of this
commodity, which was consequent on general peace
and prosperity of the country, but the profits

been enhanced to the Cannanore family, by the

whole of this difference.

140. As early as

Prior to 1800 the
rice had fallen, and
rom 1800 to 1826 aver-

aged below Rs. 1.13.0
per moodah. Actnal
payment below Rupees
"18.8.0 per candy, snd
profits of the monopely
above 850 per cent.

Sapply 1,400 to 1,500
eandies, ,

Revenune 65,000 to
70,600 rupees,

1784 Tippoo’s officers were able, it is believed, to

reduce it to 2 rupees per moodsh in settling with
the people of the Ameny Island ; apd such has been
the fall since, that for 26 years—1800 to 1826—
the average price of rice in Canara was Rupees
1-10-0 per moodah. Assumed at Rupees 1-12-0
the difference reduced the actual payment (22 pe’
cent.) ‘to Rupees 18-8-0 per candy, and greatly
enchanced the profits of the monopoly. If the
Beebee’s islands kept pace with the Company’s
islands during that time—and there is reason t0
believe they did—the supply of coir must have

been, after the beginning of the century, 1,400 to 1,500 candies of coif

whichm ust have produced s largely enhanced revenue.

141. During the Rajah.Kérntr’s life, M.K. 991 (A D. 1815) to M.K.

" Pxceedéd this rate
much.
Ex. gr.

1000 (A.D. 1824), the profits of this trade probably

exceeded the sum named by Lieutenant Bentley in

Tslands, ,the Casara 1795 ;. for the average revenue derived from the

v Abdiract Statemen

t showing in § years average from
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142. Laccadive coir

1214 (1805) to 1253 (1844) the arket Value of Coir maintained its high

per candy, amd giving in detail the prices of the 5 years,
1280 to 1248, during which they were lowust.

commercial value,—aye-
Candies. Mda. Ibs. Taging upwards of 60

(121418 .. 61 10 5% rupees per candy—till
1919—23 .. 63 2 8

from

Aversgeof 5years 11208700 T 65 8 7 AD. 1827, In Fusly 1236
1122938 .. 6 0 0 i guddenly fell to about

1123433 ... 46 186

o 20 rupees, and even aver-

1239 .. 19 10 10}

Details of 5 years | 1244:
while the prices were { 124 o 1
lowest. P | 1243 . 14 18 1%

s, aged during five years
SR (1239 to 1243) as low a3

{1248 ™ 14 s i Rupees 173. Prices have

————— mot, and probably never
Totsl.. 8 8 1 = il] recover their former

e,

Average of>5 yours (128948 .. 27 12 Jovel. Various caunses
v 1244—48 .. . , :
from {1249-—53 " 94 15 -1} ere said to have affect

from

N.B.—No statement of what the Clannanore ooir

might have realised can

m———

‘ ' emand for coir
Avex-avgevofl’»yem-s}1254_56 .28 14 2 od the dem

—————~_ ghout this time and

be got. The above is an ca“sed this exbra‘ordl'

abetract of the Canara returns, and will serve asan  pary decline (euch [

approximation.

Sudden fall in
value. }

the extended use of ‘

chain cable, &c.,), but the real callse is piro‘b{‘amy -
to be found in circumstances affecting the snppli,

which is' now, derived from other sources.

143‘.. The fall in value has equally affected the coir of the Canara and

Fall equally affected
all coir. |

Vide Canara Ameny
Report of 18868,

No ochanges -intro-
dnced in cunsequence in
Ameny. .

Vide Appendix.

. Cannanore Islands. But i the former the Y_Ia‘rové.m,
ment having enjoyed ‘“sll the advantages of high

prices for mapy years » (a revenue averaging
upwards of 20,000 rupees per annum from 1805
to 1826), it was considered that they coulfi not
« pow fairly call on the islanders to share in the

Joss by low prices,” and no change whatever took placelin the Go'ver?f

ment islands.

S

144. On 'the’Cannénore Islands, on the contrary, 88 soon a8 the prices .

Stateront - of _the
Prices of Canara Island

A.D. 1828

Gt 1000) "t0 4D
1829 (M.K. 1004). - -
bt Per Oandy.

R4, AP,

1826 (1002).. 66 0 0
3327 | 1‘%?-‘5.‘59 1 5%

1895, ijdoi).._. 85 90
1828 (1004})... 38 11 24

_ 1829 (1608)... 39 10 2§

1n Oannanore Jelunds

reduoed to abous 104
rupees worth af rice.

“Profits small. N

‘began to waver in. M.K. 1002 (AD. ‘1826), the
nominal price was redueed from 30 to 22 rupees
por candy, subijéct fo the same deductions, (about
21.por oent om desount of duties and expenses).
The value tontinued o be paid in rice atthe same
commutation price—Rupees 2} per- moodah—
‘alfhongh the market price foll to 1} rupees per:
moodab. . . The astual payment to the peoplo
bocame.about 104 rupses per cendy. Still, as the
prices of coir finetusted -a8 low as 14 rupees

. small section of the group attached to Canara
» was 20,408 rupees per annum during these 20 years. -

per candy, the profita of the Cannanore monopoly,_

Loés to Government must have been small. During some years the

in Canara Islands.
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such importance that a note on the subject is appended, from vghich"‘
it will appear that I estimate this loss at not less than 33 per cent. of
what the manufacture might be, if the same inducement were held out

as in the Company’s islands

152. So sudden, extraordinary, and permanent a change in the

The reductions have price of a great staple as took place about 1826

a‘l'eﬂﬂed very heavilyon i the price of Laccadive coir, would necessarily
o peop e.

have affected the condition of smy people even °

under fre institutions ; but trammelled as is their industry and every

Vide Note 99. resource by oppressive restraints, it could not
e me be meob vnth that elastlclty which finds compensa-

tion in increased energy and industry in production, and the. case of
these islanders has been lamentable.

153. The realization of a revenue was, of course, requisite ; but where

Changes injudicious circumstances had occurred which tended to alter
and probably unautho- the condition of those confided to the care of the
Tized. . . .

Cannanore family so materially, deliberate and
carefal inquiry, in communication with the Government, was called for
before acting. And the Rajah certainly erred in judgment, and probably
mistook his position when he introduced, without notice to the

Government, changes which have affected so seriously the prosperity of
8,000 or 9,000 Company’s subjects.

134. The Laccadives have always exported a considerable number

Cocoanut trade was ©Of cocoanuts aunuelly, This trade, however, was
free till 1825,

not subjected to vestrictions till after the death of
Kérnar Rajah, in M.K. 1006 (A.D. 1825).
155. The Rajahs, as well as the islanders, had long found their account
Trade between the 10 trading in this article. The Rajab gave 4 to 8
People and Rajah. anpas per 1,000 in advance.of the coast market
prices, and, however dangerous the. prmcxple, the trade appears to have
continued for many years on a liberal and, as the islanders admit, decrde&ly
advantageous footing to themselves. The death of Kérndr 'Rajah
and the fall in the commercial value of coir were
Monopoly introdnoced.

precisely contemporaneous in MX: 1001- (AD

'1826),and Hussan Cootty Yellyah, who then became guardian of the minor
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156. The moxopoly, however doubtful may be the right to-introduce
new restrictions, has been strictly enforced up to this year.

Large allowances re. requires, in receiving by tale, larger allowances
quired.

(deductions for bad nuts, &c.,) than is customary
in the free market ; while on the other hand the Pandaram state that

157. A rife subject of recrimination is that the Rajah monopolist

the nuts supplied by the people are below the average quality brought

into market. © Both facts are probably true, and are the natural conse-
quences of the system.

158. During Kérntr Rajah’s life the cocoanut trade was very active.And
Profitable revenue Whet first made exclusive, the supply certainly was
derived therefrom. - ‘

not less than 10 to 15 lakhs of nuts, yielding 2,000
to 2,600 rupees profit. The people state that they were then buoyed up
by promises that the trade should be relieved again as soon as the coir
market righted. itself, and the immediate difficulties of the Rejah had
disappeared. As the monopoly, however, has continued without prospect
of relief, new channels have been found, and for the last five years it
appears, as admitted on all hands, that the revenue derived. from this

source has been comparatively small. Probably the annual supply hes

fallen of late to a fow lakhs of nuts, 50 per cent. of which came from the

single xshnd of Androt. The year before last it fell short of 200, 000
nuts ; the profits from which would amount to from 800 to 500 rupees;

169. In Ahdﬁ'ot and Kowraty the manufacture of jaggery bas rapidly

C»hannels mto which mc“e“"d of hte YW‘B, to the ‘detriment of- Ivhe

industry has  been  coir and nut trade. T Agaty, besides the maxa-

twrmed. ' factureof Jaggery‘ tndbh cocoanut is converted into
Jaggery, &o. . oil, halwa, &c.’ And in all the islands, especially
Smugglibg.

Kalpenni, considerable smuggling has goneon ; of
which the Company’s subjects and the Minacoy islanders are the chlef
carriers. The Rajah’s servants probably connive. -

160. Thus, &3 & financial measure, this monopoly has becotns: nupror-

Bevenne trifling, bat ductive ; but from a morpl and ewnomWyomm;f
the feeling of the people view all ite ncéﬁ cout“inue
nuch rritated. :

,And T found the
people’s foelings much’ opposq& to thid novel
' - Vide? ﬁ““’ 80. unauthorized. nnpést, and greatly ex&spema by
Rajah, took advantage of existing commercial relations to make delivery the Tgvy; laat year,:of some ﬁnes @ rnpeen per. 1 000'} f°" 'breaoheu °£
of all nuts compulsory ; and trade in this article also beoame exoluswe ; th’:‘v ! nct,lon o
‘The price paid for the nuts was reduced to 5 rupees per 1,000 dehvered Jaggery, . 161 The pggary trade is stﬂ] free and increas-
Paid for at Be. 480 in Cannanore, and was paid in rice, on the import Meers, Mweu ‘are ing; but the meera. (nnfermented,todﬂy) drawers,
per 1,000 of which into the islands a dnty of 10 per cent. ],‘:;m w.hf"’ the’ who are the mavufacturers, have to contribute
is furthef chargel, which reduces the sctual price to about Rupees sorvanis, %o, - largely to the support of the public servants, and
4- 8-0 ‘per 1,000. The value of nuts on the coast during this time has Fide Note 81,
Progts. averaged 7 to 9 rupees per 1,000 (oceasionally

more), and the direct profits have ranged from 2

cesses are levled on them under the name of
to 4 rupees, and avemged not less than Rupees 2-8-0 per 1.000 nuts.

0.



Other products have
ooceasionally been mouo-
polized.

Vide Note 32,

40

162. The other vegetable productions of the
islands are insignificant, but they too have from
time to time been monopolized, e.g., the Morinda
citron of Androt and the lime of Kowraty.

163. Cowries and tortoise shell taken on the shoals are, as before

Cowries and tortoise
shell.

described, strictly monopolized as sources of reve-
nue. They were assumed as royalties at an early

period. In the Maldives, where large quantities are fished, they consti-
tute an important part of the native Rajah’s revenue.

164. The cowry has long been an important article of India.‘n com-

Best cowry fisheries
on the Cannanore
Islands.

the Laccadive shoals.

merce, and is found in considerable quantities on
The best fisheries are in
the Cannanore Islands. They are strictly preserv-

ed, and permission must be obtained to fish them ; and when fished, the
whole find must be delivered under heavy penalties to the Pandaram.

Received by measure
in exchange for rice.

Formerly 2 seers of
rice per seer of cowries.

Profits varied with
value of rice.

Statement showing Profits on

for rice.

165. They are received by measure in exchange

1 Candy of Cowries, while the

Price of Rice averaged 2 Rupees per Moodah.

BS. A. P.
To value of 1 candy
of cowries of

312 seers. . .. 60 00

e

Total .. 50 00

BS. A. P
By rice paid for 312

seers of cowries,

at 2 seers of rice

per seer of cowry.

Number of moo-

dahs (of 50 seers

each) 12 maunds

24, seers value at

rupees per moO-

dah e .. 26 00
Boebee's profits 100 '
per cext. .. .. 25 00

Total .. 50 00

While price of Rice averaged 13 rupees per Moodah.

RS .A. P,
To value of 1 candy
of cowries o
312 seers... .60 00
’

Total .. 60 00

BS. A, P.
By rice paid for 312
seers of cowries, ab
2 seers of rice per
seer of cowry.
Number of moo-
dahs of 12 maunds
- 94 geers,value at 13
rupeespermoodah, 18 12 0

Besbee's - profits
.1664 per cent. .. 31 40
Totel .. 60 0 0

At the earliest fixed rates, two seers of
rice were paid per seer of cowries, and at this
rate payment was continued till the death of
Kérnar Rajah 1001 (1825-

26). While the rate
paid to the people
continued unchanged,
the profits of the
monopoly increased
as the price of rice
fell. The value
of cowriesnow ranges
at from 65 to 8O0
rupees per candy,
but the moderate
rate of 50 rupees per
candy is assumed
in the two marginal
statements which are

prepured to show the

probable profits at
different  periods,
according to the price
of rice, viz., when it
cost 2 rupees per
moodah, and when it
cost Rupees 1% per
moodah, as it subse-

.



Other pr(;ducts have
ooensionally been mono-
polized.

Vide Note 32,

40

162. The other vegetable productions of the
islands are insignificant, but they too have from
time to time been monopolized, e.g., the Morinda
citron of Androt and the lime of Kowraty.

163. Cowries and tortoise shell taken on the shoals are, as before

Cowries and tortoise

shell. n

ue.

described, strictly monopolized as sources of reve-
They were assumed a8 royalties at an early

period. In the Maldives, where large quantities are fished, they consti-
tute an important part of the native Rajah’s revenue.

164. The cowry has long been an important article of Indis;n com-

Best cowry fisheries
on the Cannanore
Islands.

the Laccadive shoals.

merce, and is found in considerable quantities on
The best fisheries are in
the Cannanore Islands. They arestrictly preserv-

ed, and permission must be obtained to fish them ; and when fished, the
whole find must be delivered under heavy penalties to the Pandaram.

Received by measure
in exchange for rice.

Formerly 2 seers of
rice per seer of cowries.

Profits varied with
value of rice.

Statement showing Profits on

for rice.

165. They are received by measure in exchange

1 Candy of Cowries, while the

Price of Rice averaged 2 Rupees per Moodah.

ES. A. P,
To value of 1 candy
of cowries of

812 seers. . ,, 60 00

e

Total .. 60 00

BS. A,
By rice paid for 312

seers of cowries,

at 2 seers of rice

per seer of cowry.

Number of moo-

dahs (of 50 seers

each) 12 maunds

24, seers value at

ru per moo-

da .. .26 00
Beebee’s profite 100 )
per cent. .. .. 25 00

Total ., 50 00

P.

While price of Rice averaged 1% rupees per Moodah.

BS.A. P,
To value of 1 candy
of cowries O
312 seers... .. 5 00
’

Total ., 50 00

RS. A, P.
By rice peid for 312
soers of cowries, ab
2 seers of rice per
goer of cowry.
Number of moo-
dahs of 12 maunds
- 94 seers, value at 1}
rupeespermoodah. 18 12 0
Besbee's ~ profits
.166¢ per cent. .. 81 4 0

Total .. 60 00

At the earliest fixed rates, two seers of
rice were paid per seer of cowries, and at this
rate payment was continued till the death of
Kérntr Rajah 1001 (1825-

26). While the rate
paid to the people
continued unchanged,
the profits of the
monopoly increased
as the price of rice
fell. The value
of cowriesnow ranges
at from 65 to 80
rupees per candy,
but the moderate
rate of 50 rupees per
candy is
in the two marginal
statements which are
prepured to show the

probable profits at '

different  periods,
according to the price
of rice, viz., when it
cost 2 rupees per
moodah, and when it
cost Rupees 1} per
moodah, as it subse-
quently has.

assumed

.
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death of Rejah Layoms, MX. 991 (AD. 1815:16). The commercial

‘ OB AR . me.ar value of tortoi )
To value of 1 By value of 15 sears " ot that ti 126 ghell
tortoise  yielding of rice paid in & t time was. at

el average 1} Ibs. exchange .for 1 -
of shell, at 10 tortoise, @&t 2}

rupees per pound. 15 0 ¢ Tupees per moo- o 10e ponnd and. proﬁts
Bosos's pmﬁt ‘wex-e doubtless son-

9,132 per oent. .. 14 58 Blderable Takmg the
Total .. 16 0 0 . "Total ., 16 00
N.B~Ten mpees per pound only are taken. The average ahel! per torbgma, thg

was nearly double. ,&cconqt het V\’GBIJ. the
Boeboe and the islanders must have stood as per margin, Jowin t}w

.lnghest price for rice and the lowest market vdlue for the shell.*
"172. The natural consequence of low prices followed ; the snpp]y fell

\

least 15 rupees ‘8 3

average o) 1} Tbe. of ¥ -

Prices are raised and off and the Ra-]a‘h Kémﬁr, appears to have raised

‘ ::::1‘ st the present the rates to those shown in the margin,
1825 ; and these rates afill obtain,

Rates fized in Bajah Kdrntr's time and sincs obtaining, . {or 8 211& ol

- dlags,
1st Class.—For a tortoise 7 pollums uhall, i 2
The. of abel, oo | moodah s 1 1 w gy’ {ar, evemge) tor

a.bout

$)

9nd Class.—For a tortoise yleldmg 6 pollums (l} lbg.) of \ﬁ,{& now ﬂ’ﬁhont atte.

|hq1l and upwards, rice 1 moodah :
3rd OI;;E —For & tort:xlse yxeldmg & ponnms (l} %s.) oi mm of .rice # ‘but’
shell and upwards, rice 374 seers. “the - nverage market

BS. AL P " ms.ap Vvalue of tortoise shell .

To value of 1§ 1bs. By value of 1 moo-
of tortoisoshel, at dsh of rice paid has also fallenJastenly,
7 rupeesperpound 10 8 0| in exchange for -and may. be ta;ken at .

:emtoﬁom " v : ;‘ rupees per ponnd.
1 ‘
}Mda,;pm per Loa rom the . marginal

Becbee's  profits s _-,statement it appears
600 por ent., at 6 ;

' the proﬁts now
. ampeeaperponnd. 9 0 6 ',

, —_— i - -BETived

Total .. 10 80§ . : 'l’otsl .10 8 0w p

Amonnt of revenus DU the average- supply maﬂ be taken at-1

realized. maunds of shell per annum, and the proﬁuat :

Fide Note 84, 6 rupees per pound, may a.vemge 300 fro 353%
rupees & year: - R
174, The protectxon of this lucrative braneh of revenue is dlﬁicnlt,‘

Penaltion of ovasion 80d the penalties for its, breach have been vary? e

The payment -

 ssvere. -+ sbvere.  The monopolies 6f both cowries and tor-

toise shell were abandoned from the firstin the Company’s islands, Whem -

the people have become mdustnous and sucoessfal fishers, -

‘_ '175. The protection’ of these” pety’ ménopolies, it the fase™ vof
" peflsotion” of ‘these  VeTOPtation 86gréat; and where the whele bodyof
-%oliu ;z»tpeqming the «peopk s dli-ectly interestéd “in their: 6ver-
e thiow, wdnld be impomble under 4 less arbitrary

'forbids superstitious ordeals and the admmstrstton of .mﬁﬁs -to the

* gior'of this Poeple %o his power, conforred them in order to |
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iystam than hbaﬁ whoh prevmls or undér & syshem of Jumge whwh

suspected paﬂn»a . ~ c
~176. In addmon to the tiore geneml he&ﬁlp{ 3

revenue, na,zem’hah zeof .various. desenptxon aro :
exacifed o - : :

17 7. On tho %uccesslon ﬁf the heu‘ to the Kazeesh:p——-whmh s s
: ot's  bereditary office—a nazeranah of 300 t0. 500‘mpéeu o
x'?;:ppn;x;tmons . is requlred before conﬁrmatlon The Kazee on the -
Vide Bote 80. ‘ -~ ‘Beebee’s island le\nes, in' virtue of this naseranah,.
ooﬂsx&erab‘l& eohtr?bntmns from ‘the’ peogle. Exs fees and claims ‘}’ ’
m‘mﬂ to ba'hmyfand are rigorongly exacted. | In’ Amegy, ‘of coum, o
g "'reg*mred qn&theKazeesﬂfeas mnbf P

178 A further hea.d of oasuul reveriue’ of this nat re are the .
- 16 on whom' hﬂel

dprivic. ranah taken from ‘the clnef peop ‘

loglgn.ca.l ml’” = pn». ns Bandor, Patlor, Mulan;ee Ror, Cheye Anje. Bo#
&o.; with, small local dignities, are conferred. . THe origin of t'hes_e atlon
is generaﬂy -att¥ibated to the Clierika] Rajah, who, on the early wiit} i

Bﬁabhshed hig ),nﬁueneb These digt
. Beobioo’s - aaands. maf,

3pt'¥'i'om my kriowledgé; bt thét weight'is.one o &
réb.soﬁabie or. unreasonablb wlnch is urged by the people. L

hzabian Gossts mdthey‘f.‘f
Amft f:‘o)n tha»coaut tﬂlﬂ
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islands. ot comsists”in a-naserangh whichv‘ s now fixed at 4 fpeei‘

\

181, The very{nat
Objectionable.

_Who may engage as p

L Vida Note 5.

a..

5T ibions of Vinegat, lime, the fine gyt o

| WideNotesp.

levied by the servants by sequest : _
.+ 'voluntary, these presents have become. totupulsory, ‘and, bik
.- /Vexations, ' A door is opened to -chvius abuses:

' ) 49@.-10&‘ aze. . .,
o ?‘yﬁ@%éf‘?dﬁbbf
1+ vomision o

being scers : 20, -
valoe of which at

g
I;m'kiaga to Arabia. \"
N . YR . E A
To Nasersnahs:- : By remission of -
ToArakel .. 4 0 0 111(:);})0!1: ch:ty_ o; .
e .. 200 per cent. on o
. :: m& «+ 1 0 0| moodahs of rice, _
. being seers 40,
R value of which at
. : l{permoodah 1 8§ 2
- - : excoss of naze.
Wy | ransh over. value
S », ~ ] of romissioh .. 51210
f-“w:‘.‘ o ':Om,». 70 0}, .. . T;;m . 700
& . Pilotage past the Groug: ;
B8 4 ¥ T B, 4 P
g:Nnm:]nahs—- By rem‘issionf of ¥
yArrakel . 2 0 0 importdutyof 10 y
! » Kéryakar 1 0 0 per . cent. on 4 _ ¥
» Accountant 0 8 0| moodahs of rice, '

ureof this exaction requires
tious espionage; and ss it is claimed .from  al
islanders, whetHer resident the cga'st or the island
ilots, it is one of the most prominently urged o
their grievances, for it ténda to prevent theirgnier
. iug'a field where conipetition isfree. . il
Vaseranahe ere exagtod for permission tewear ornamerts, &0
" i snd-benides the payment of the sérvan

nuts, &o., are levied for usein Camh
© family or theJoval agents. They
ion of the trees,

to the Beebee,-2 to

'~ 'the local “Karyakar,

and 1 to the K Ao~

" countant for the. Ara-
bian tej m&hfm.
 shorter ip bt typees
"2 to the Beebes, 1 to.

the Karyaks

s, o §
S

to ghe, Agopu
On  the ‘dther

ntant.
Thapd
inland iftipbrt- disios
of 10per cent. are
remitted, viz, om
. eight moodahs ofgice

is carefully watched
a constant and vexs

i a r:d
g B
hicd
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Biatement of the Probabls Amwnual Bevenue derived
on an Averdge Supply of 25 Bundles (of 8 Maunds

each) of Tobacco, 189, ‘The a.nnua.l supp‘iy‘to :

Prior to 1899.40 while 3 candiesof s, a, r. ' the four islands is supposed
ooir per bundle of tobaceo were .t
required, and profits were at the 0 be a'bout 25 to 30 bnn

rate of 118 rupaes per bundle ... 2,050 0 0 Of three matnds eauh dnd

Since 8 oandies 16 maunds of coir the probarble proﬁtn are. nhbwn
were required, and profita were in. the
(. 68 TRpees per bundlo . 1,576 o o & ma.rgm Ty ne

190 The use of

The teoarpt of Pan. SMuggling t‘hat ho revenue 0%11 b@ 6
daram tobacoo nok,

bl without an - moonvemently expensive egta_ :

ment if the option were left to the -
remaxve the Bajah’s tobacco or nof. In the Canara Islands,
consamption is at least optional, the maintenance of the monopoly has
proved to be impossible, and all attempts to enforce it have heen

abandoned. The same must have been the case. in the Cunnatiore
- Islands had not the receivin

- compulsory. When tobacog afrives, -the chief s0f
(dmmoy) are assembled, and tg theti . is made: g
distributed in. their respective th. Thm; th

of the Karyakars, make the further dxgtnbnhon to- the péq]ﬁel%

option of recemng it whatever is admitted.". As soon as thé accounts.

are prepared coir is levied in lien, or the value is set down ssh debt for

subsequent realization against the famﬂy of its recxplent or his land‘tord
(Kevy).

W , 3 1 SURAE
Pide Note 42 191. The tobacco is occasionally very mfenor

192. Probably nothing ' has contnbuted #o ‘much to plunge. these

ah a8 this. monopoly—-

Sbiaoe mc‘h& d amannd

of ooi, wmh ﬁi:ﬂva.rds 1 rupss. ¥ ‘ mw
lhsta.nce ;payment for tobaided" ecote book debts, and tHe exorlsitanpe.
Probably » good dan  OF the firide, 019?*83‘1 and mdlscnmm&ﬁe &nd Gom:..

" of bad debts on this pulsory dmtribut;lﬁn render then‘ reco ery :
socount. msta.nces tardy and dlﬂicult

4193, Among' the most permcmns resulta of exis

‘ d;g:,:‘tt Kv;]‘;nce of of the monopohes of. tobaoco,

atising ‘from  necessity arrvears of balances of adcotn
: ;;;‘“"5 arodib o * Rajah against almont every
o " Jecta. - ‘Exerclsmg the eifoﬁmve ﬁght of tralts on.

.; 8 the heavy

the mlands he dlctates his own terms. Monoppﬁﬁng the Whole aVa.Mo 4

produce of the isfands L’li: alote édn ex 8
/?ﬂecmﬂy ‘bars outmﬂem om oompeﬁﬁon by giving, them
w® fac:litm in ‘Yeooveridy Wikt ﬂmt debtors are willing E’o withhold.

tobaceo is universal, but such is. tha, fmhty 0(»“

where tho .

g sshare of the Rajgh’s mpom been mad# ;

| I()lmramat), ﬁnel m;dpemlnes, bdﬁﬁcea

fiseal relations between ths Ragah bo the people,atd

it otvthe books of the
individual of ‘his sub-"

'41

'Tho:é therefore, who are a,nxxons ‘to avail themselves of cregixb must:

¢ seck advances from the Rajah; they ot;n‘ gez:];
3"“““*""“"“ clsswhere. Advances of rice and o erla o .
are made for coir-at the ‘retail monopoly; tpr‘;.c;a N
which obtain on the Island--formerly- at'::: e
d f coir; latterly at six per moodah of rice. “The accm:ll:) i
mm ! ¢ . kept ig bundles of coir (of one maund eac DR
when ihlbwed as a cash debt, this coir is en;:::;i X
ue. Ahe compalsory monopolies of salt and to . :
‘have. been «rich sources of ~these, bilances,

'robqooo. &, mo " accpunt. Judicial fines,and penalties for breache:. o
- omugi w u of fisgal rules have likewisg been carried to hoo i
o

lversation +of -
; and embezzlement::and ma

:k::::ho servante seem to. be commuted intp ﬁeh&;
b or hich their families ‘have been ?a&e ‘
1 Arreareofwntpﬁh&ﬁa)ahs W
’  Jmrama in Kowxatffees lemb‘le onpalqta, unpm i

ride pura- 147

Aooounﬁ kept in coir )

‘t its market vol

dnmes, and nazemnah(those for Kazeeships, }a}f:}h:ll::, t;nar;::l ezr%:
that theg can seldom.be paid in ready cash), have tt oﬁ‘”umcqv. g
P aocount anmst the vq,rxous fagmhes Nobhmg is written -

(,‘. .

3 Ve

sve that of xts permm |
e the om islands. - The outcry m’laud agamst tham
ond kopt"iﬁ évubi“;:d ‘¥t would seem that these debts are rendered mOr&

=1 re kopt, 86,
' comp’(icst/ed bf’“ “the, double set of acoounts in which they. are kepi ‘

resent. Al “yocetit . advances, omrrent. awounts for tobm'

have no 'colel

AR .,I
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¢

. ‘of justice, éruelty of pumshment and arbitrariness of confiscation which
are so apt to exist under petty native powers, appear to have fonnd place
on the islands in an exceptional degree.

* 198. At the time of the conquest the people complained bltterly of
the oppressive administration, and but seven years
before a part of the group had revolted to Tippoo.

The circumstances at the time, however, did not favor the fulfilment of
tke avowed determination to relieve the monopoly-oppressed people, and
.introduce a responsible and efficiently controlled British administration
on these islands ; and they are #till managed by the Camaanore family.
The despotic principles of their rule remain anchanged ; no pretension
has been. relmqmshed no ¢laim has been defined, or relief given. The .
interests of the:people continue exposed 'to the same dangers and
aggression ; fresh restrictions have been introdused, anﬁ the pi-esaure of
old‘ones has been douhled ; sovegeign a.uthonjv ig ekertised, and; indlmal :

. ﬁinoe the conquest.

‘arrahgements are in the hands of a, pef,t. Mopillah Chief who continues -

practically ungmded and uncontro]led wha stands to the people in the
relation of sovereign, sole monopohst ‘of, and exclusive trader in, the -
produce of the group. He is further the-all-powerful creditor of most *
“of his subjects individually. Some measure of moderation in the
‘éxercise of power and some abandonment of harsh and violent pnmsho v
ments haabean mleectly wrought by the influence of the B‘rmsh vule,
but ‘they ‘are based on the dxsoretlon and féars of the ‘rnlers only. : The
rights of the pegple are wholly’ unprotected '
©197. The general administration of the, 1s}a,nds has been a.ml is
Genersl goversmens, Managed’ from' Gannanore, ‘und, s uhnal with
By whom mansged.  Nahive rnlers, the power has’ Boen ‘wiclded ac-
‘VidiNote#4.  cording to the individuslity of the head of the
family ; ; sometimes by thie Rajah ; sometimes by a Yellyah (or Beebee’s
~ husband) ; and sometimes, under a nominal
control, it is really conducted entirely by the
Kariastans on the spot. The rule'seems to have been most despotic and
pow'erful when wielded by an able “chief hke Bamaly and,Kérnfic ; and‘
most oppressive and unsampuloxrﬁ when in. the ‘banda of & ﬁlly&h orF
sorge agent acting for a Beebee—as ftdm 11T to 1784, and. again
‘under Huassen Cootty Yellyah. Nor has it romainéd aninfluenced by the
'dbmeshc discord which hag occasmnally disturbed the’ Yamﬂy ‘From
thie Want of uniformity and the studied’ mysﬁery which is maintained
aBout these things, it is impossible to gather any fixed principle of
’conﬂnet At present, the administration 8 entn-ely conducted by the
Kariastaniof the mle head of the famﬂy
198 The loc&.l admmwtra.tlon of the 1sla.nds }ms been umformly
. entrusted to Karyakars (o agents on the spot).
N either the Rajsh nor any of his immediate attend- °
ants or head a.gents ever visit them personally. A Karyakar is placed

Looal aerva.nts.»-

Loocal admlmsﬁraﬁ
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" Raryskath, &o. on each island, and is nnder immediate orders fromt

Cannanore. An Accountant and three or®four

.Nadpals (village runners) complete the paid establishment of each
island. f.[‘hese servants are aided and checked by a committee of

the principal inhabitants, and conduct the local
N business of each island—such as the administra-
tion of the criminal and civil justice, the maintenance and protectibn

Principal inhabitants.

i

of the monopolies, and the management of the Rajah’s private proper-

ties and trade.

199. The appointment of the local officers has been made a sonréé of
Appointment confor. Févenue. The Karyskar and Accountant pay fine
ren; s: gayment of fue.  (nazeranah) on appointment, and the salary being
ote 4. small, their remuneration consists of cesses levied

on the people. Formerly these nazeranahe were considerable, and the
local cesses double their present rates, but the changed feeling of the
people and circumstances of tbe Cannanore family have reduced the
rates of nazeranah and coinpet.ition for ‘these
offices. The naseranah. or fine now consists of
a cash payment to the Rajah, on receipt of the Perwana of “'ﬂ.]‘)point-

Bate at present.

ment, of 30 rupees (there are further Kariastan’s or Vazeer's fees) ; and

the pay of the office con'sists of 24 moodahs of rice to the Karyakar and
15 moodahs to the Accountant per annum (value 86 and 22 r\ipees
respectively). The Perwana must be renewed on every occasion of
leaving the island under the same fine, and this I learnt ocours almost
annually. ' .

200. The expenses attending these appointments notoriously exceed

Natore of the exac- the salaries paid, and various authorized and

tionlevie@ onthepecple. unauthorized exactions are made and fees levied
on the people by the servants. These consist in articles ‘of consump-
tiqn or commmerce, such as daily supplies of nnts,
. coir, oil, jaggery, meera (aufermented toddy), fish,
ghee, milk, a quarter of every bullock killed, &c., according to-the
circumstances of each island and of the people. The authorized cesses
are fixed and mey be enumerated, but the people

Vide Note 48.

Certain cesses ﬁxed.

complain bitterly of the further arbitrary exactions °

made by the Karyakars and Accountants. Further, fees are levied on
" Parther fees and judicial cases (apparently discretionary) on all
nazersnahs, imprisonments, on pilots, launches of new boats,
marriages, circumcisions, &c. o

Aooountantls feesequal 201, The Accountant receives in every case a fee
m"f""ﬁm& or contribution equal to one-half of that exacted by
Karyakars ; and the Nadpals (village runners), whose pay is from 1 to 4

s r.ﬁ'&"l' “bave alao moodahs of rice each per anium, have certain claims

* on the people of the same nature.
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202, In tho collection of these cesses and contributions the Nadpals
or village messengers are employed. * And they are
secured by attachments and confiscations, and their
They meusge the evasions is punished by fine and imprisonment.
;’E::?m%?l;?gu:; These servants have farther the management, under
&.. - distant and but slight control, of the Rajah’s
private properties and trade, &c., and probably
) draw therefrom considerable perquisites. ,
903. The system is thoroughly bad and dangerous even under the
Bemarks on the ays. MOst vigilant, disinterested and vigorous control ;
em. : - but when, as in this case, superintendence is neces-
sarily greatly weakened by distance and a naturally tardy communication
which is entirely closed for. five months in the year, its abuse is certain.
204. Situstions on these distant islands are by no means coveted by
No mesus faken to Tespectable personson the cosst;and whilereason-
render it efficient. able terms alone, could induce such persons to
proceed thither, it is unnecessary to point out that no sacrifice is made
.or expense incurred by the Cannanore family
to secure ordinary ability, integrity, or efficiency.
A few islanders alone find their account in' taking appointments under
this wretched system. The very first duties of a ruling power are
neglected, ‘and the rights and affections of the people, as well as the
private interests of the ruler, are sacrificed to short-sighted parsimony. -
905. T had aniple opportunity of becoming acquainted with both the
' * “system snd the individuals : and I consider the
Tt prosent sale: hole sdministration tnworthy and inadequate,
and the gystem of remuneration une(jual, burdensome and unjust, and
in pracmce an engine of abuse and Oppi-ession. o . '
906. You are aware that one of the manifestations on the part of the
v eople of their determination to resist the Canna-

porhe *’:fm'{dﬁl;“eﬁ " nore rule, has been evinced by withholding their

Collection how made.

Vide Noto 47.

Vide Note 48.

cessea. : cesses. -The people of Agaby have contributed
Vide Note 49. " "noné for moré than two years. * Those'of Kowraty

In ety “ have, I believe, followed the examples snd-the

. Jn Kowraty. “@esolation’ of Androt knd Kalpenui render their

levij"no[ longer possible. It is”obvious’ e'v(en’ to the Rajah that the
ndensours to hush p system is no longer tenable or advisable. Endea-
thils’ discreditable state vOuYS are, I believe, being made to place the admi.
o thinga. -~ pistration on a better footing; but I doubt success.
. 207. On éach of the Laccadives there is & small body of hereditary
" wwgs.ior - Mookyastans (principat people), whose local influ-

Mf"’.’.‘”’» : - ence.is considerable. - They arc-iile proprietors

Vids paragraph 180. e b ohove-going. boats ; and are the chief land
owners, on whom the bulk of the people are dependent. Somse of the:
bear petty titles,-and- elaim privileges and immunities. \Under th
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immemorial and customary constitution of the islands, the Mookyas-
tans ought to.be assembled to constitute s Cutcherry for the transace
Vide Note 50 tion of local business, and they generally are so,

’ but the dilatoriness, feuds, and individual interests

of these parties frequently retard business. They require to be brought
under effective control. : S

“

208. The police, civil, and fiscal administration of the islands seems to
Administraion  of be exceedingly irregular, ill-defined, and “unger-
justice. tain. Ruled nominally by custom, it is.dependent

Iil-defined. in & great measure on the will of the Rajah or
his Kariastans, and on the discretion of the local servants and principal

No rule or record people. There seems to be no prescribed rule of -
procedure ; no .record of trials or proceedings. ,

Matters of importance are referred for orders to Cannanore, 'and there
settled by the Kariastans. All minor affairs are arranged on the islands.
' At one time most At one time the administration was no doubt most,
arbitrary, arbitrary and severe ; aud stories of .ordeals and

capital executions for witcheraft, &e. 5.0f the most barbaroug kind are pre-

served among the people, but it has probably been tempeiaea for many
timidiby.

years by & milder spirit, and its present fanlt is perbaps’ weakness and

209. The petty police delinquencies and lesser breaches of fiscal rules
Criminal, _ are adjudged by the Karyakars and principal
P‘;’rl,-i;:ffﬁep:fimmenb' people, and punished by fine, imprisonment and
Matters of & heinous 5t0cks. No case of a heinous nature, it is affirmed,
natare. - has ever occurred since the commencement of
the Company’s rule in Malabar. Probability and analogy negative
such a supposition, and I heard of one murder: which is “said -to have
taken place in Kowraty about 20 years ago, besides, othes ‘caiies. which
should have been brought forward
serious cases are by no means nneomman, though the population is less by
one-half than that of the Cannanore Islands.

such.

institutions which would deprive them of that police power which ig

.deemed essential to the continuance of their fiscal éystem.: This requires
‘B.é&ﬁired, immediate early remedy ; and some rule for the fiiture mugt

attention. be laid down.

~ 210. Punishments bydea,th and .mutilati;;i_y';:v‘;;‘jefe\‘ béth practised ‘
 Punishment, ™ -, formerly, but have fallen' into disuse’ gince the

Vids Note 68, \Compsny’s rule was established. Heavy finesand
trire wore ‘and. still are inflicted, "Heinous

--Tines and forfltare. £i.p.c
. erites; gross broaches  of #fiseal rertiictions, and offences dudinst the

judicially. . On the Company’s islsnds,

| , But the Cannanore fumily,
Auxiety to hush up " Sensible of their very anomalous position - and. -

dreading interference, are most dangerously anxi-
ous to conceal what they fear may be considered a plea of fiﬁﬁ}odubing :

- 53 .

. Rajaly’s property—such as embezzlement and theft—have beén visited

" by that peculiar-species of wholesalélcbﬁﬁscatiqn 5
- Kowrsohy. called Kowrachy (geng robbery—a term locally

- used t& describe piratical incursions and these anomalous confiscations).

1ehy, i ing ci tances, drove Ameny

, under peculiarly aggravating circumstances, Ameny
i";”:’;" ;(;yépendéncies into rebellion in 1784 ; and it has been ﬁ'equentl:y‘ ‘
repeated ginee” in individual cases.- And so lately as last year it

was. put _into practice in Androt. It is & remnant of the arbitrary

barbarism of early times; and consists in sudde-nly surrougdmg the h:use ~. |
of the delinqﬁent by amob of persons who 'Ylolenﬂy cgu-rz;D awa,ydeczz
thing it contains, stripping the females of their ornaments, &c., an‘ 4
fiscsting the Whole property for the Rajah’s 'bjegeﬁy. SN
211 Thepun@hmwta tiow chiefly fn use seert to:be gopﬁscq.fi_lopva:p; s
N S fene ik -0 * 7Thesb latter are freqmntlycameg’

Tk ensdo wesbut, kel hosome ook debtdi + Compated .

o f the Coripany’s islazds;‘whore th® oommutation ‘price =
ith ‘the rates of the Cordpauy’s islasids,-where the commatation p n
E‘;};e x::auﬁd of eoir per rupee; the finéd of the:Cunnanore Isla.nds_.are o

high. The form of punishment is, however, mild in its ‘na‘tnre".. o
212 ?etty civil matters are inquired into on the complaint of the

parties by the Karyakars an prmclpalp?%glc ;;
s cognizance, are adjudged by the Kavde. ‘The

- and settled chiefly by oath, or arbitration.

 the cirrtptiess and ineficiepcy of the whols
“v ’:, : : :

ars leviod. in thise
: poni discretionary ; snd in -

D g L e e e o of various -

| . "atiswet to'my ingiifios, the practice of various
.t kmwas oited, and appeared to differ gréatly. Some Had required -

casol; Bt the - abes" 85

:2:5 feom both parties ; and some had required eash fees of considerable -
:;?;‘;:6sOmbﬂiing,‘«btij,hbw‘far the emcjzlp;}s,ant%énth?l??a,;ﬁ@#ﬁ e

learn. Noxié ure, 1 beliéve, carried to the Bajuli’dsobtint.

waste

g s b vy sy o,
‘interest. Bub 'the pooplé liake Tearnt to resist some of
; @erhap sp o:;v:ﬁ:::z :?;aw 6 in the ;ﬁﬁiniétratipn
D e ol aud crmisel oo, s el v vt
e o of vilaio o bl proiiafin. Osh i
the Bate o i ~ly solemn . Qaths on the

n violated. Detec-
‘18, therefore, com-

‘maiand of coir and from one party only ; ‘others had taken more end -

Generally it seems clear that both Karyakars and Mookyastans -
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- cable, is much suspected.
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paratively easy. The barbarous ordeals commonly practised in Native
States were formerly in use on these islands, but have been modified
under British influence. Religious and superstitious ordeals are judi-
cially practised to this day.

216. No distinction is drawn between criminal offences and those
No distinotion. which c?mmerclal and fiscal a}rr.anfgements have
necessarily created and multlph%d. The same

summary proceedings, the same oath and ordesl, the same megns of

detection and search, and the same pains and penalties gre resorted to
in all cases.

217. Smuggling of monopolized articles has hitherto been rare ; for a
g . powerful prestige wus established from the first by
muggling. . . . .

severity of punishment, and many practical impe-

diments conspire to aid the maintenance of such restrictions—so long
Vide Note 56, as the bulk of. the people are good sl'xbjects.
These are: the insulated position of the islands,

the difficulty of communication with the cosst; export on licenced
boats only, local search and the bulkness of the principal article, coir.
Bifionliise. The Company’s 8ea customs cordon has also
aided the Cannsnore family in detecting breaches

of their revenue rules. The same circumstances exist, bui the feelings
The ohange in the of the people have materially changed under the
feelings of the people redoubled pressure of the coir monopoly and intro-
makes them Inseowre. g otion of that of muts. Virtually power no
longer exists, and as the prestige thereof decreases, these monopolies
are daily becoming more insecure. There is' a strong inclination to
burst the barrier; and clandestine smuggling of coir in the form of

218. Minacoy is the most northerly and largest single island ‘of the

The Islaud of Mina- Maldive group, and is now under the Canna-
ooy. " nore rule. I have intentionally avoided all
allusion to it, as I was unable to visit the island mysélf., . As there is
no inter-communication of the Laccadive and Maldives, little relating to
it is to be learnt among the people whom I met. The jealousy and
pretended ignorance of the Beebee’s servasts prevented my obtaining

- much reliable information.

219. The people of Minacoy and Maldives are ,Mussalmén converts,

Genoral remarks.

. retain that language and the customs of that
people. Of"tia history of the Maldives I was unsble to gather any

- facte, but the island of Minacoy, it is said, formerly formed s part of

thiat group,.and was either conquered from or ceded by the 8nltan to the
Cannanore family. 1 did not learn the date of the ecquisition, but the

 people are not

supposed to be of Cingalese extraction. They |
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. Ra_]alg of Cannanore seems to have sent expeditions from time to time

against the Maldives (the last, a successful one

Vide Note 56. during the life of Bamaly, who died in A.D. 1777),
and probably at one time levied a small tribute from tshe Sultan. .
220, Minacoy, I am told, is & long, narrow island, 'abo;)lt le
Information relative THiIES 1B length by 'about half a mile ro;h;
to the island and fairly peopled, but imperfectly planted. o

people. e« - ocoral reefs around the island are extensive, and

abound with fish, cowries and tortoise. I could obtain mno ?[ta.tli;ncs
of the population (probably 2,000 persons), trees, &e., b.ut u1111 er-.
stand that it is afine island. The people are.congregabed in a vil ?ged,
and either do nof, -or -aze:not allowed to liv? in the topes of the is and
as on the Laccadives. They. am;_-e;!to‘rpximng trade;s, and bold an |
ilfal fishers. . g en ol Gt . o
Skl"a}g;.l. ﬁ];‘ nmy mﬁ)rmatlonbe correct; the ﬂsoul 'sys‘i?gmlof : the_-’;éland‘ s
o .~ pecnliar. *The entire plantation of the island ap-
- Toaoal system. _pearsto have been confiscated and appropristed -
at an early period by the Cannanore family, possibly in right of conquestt
But according to another statement made to me,
VideNote 7. 1is confiseation was for rebellion ]a:nd tl':f’ mass:-
‘of theCannanore public servents (an act said to have been per-.
cr:a?i t‘]:;n.k,d- ,pfmted more than once). The ’I%a,]a;.hvof Camnan:;o .
lord’s rights. . .. . claims & jenmom or ]anil;:r;is Tg?t:;o?er Th:
e 13151!!;1:“2 31“1 hﬂtﬁﬁ@pﬁ:ﬁd:mm 'o_ﬁ':) spot I believs;
The systam parsmed:  nd. theplantatmnsmcloaedtothe people except
on certain; dags, when the public servants proceed mthh?:; ;o:?ol:
population into the gardens and cut the. ripe nuts. Eac ‘; 1::. i a.nt
then takes a certain number, probably ten nuts each; and t ; h::s .
are taken to the Beebee’s godown, and there sold to the people. Thave
heard that nuts occasionally fetch 15 to 20 rupees per 1,000 in hgmacc]))y.
The husks of the nuts are retailed for manufacture to the islan Jers by
the Pandaram at & certain price in coir or cash. ?0{(19 fawwtregs mﬂ? |
leased to the principal people ;- b?; even the maem,;th 1% mmm_ :
a-ndthe jaggerjr maﬁufactured'qnaccogpt'oft thelgii s
by, whom it ia retailed for home consumption and éxport, A o
plihtati&h is renewed and kept up on the‘gu.)ah»s a.cc.ouna nd the
onlé are not permitted te plant for themselves. ;Ehe islanders have,
therefore weutly, little ‘or no-interest in the soil, and their whole
orgy if brned to trade.and fishing. G
en;;gyl'.l;i;ldwhéle gurpltis produce ‘'being in bhe BaJ&h’s hands, Zl;e
People ,‘,,"y the: pro. poOplomust buy it ﬁjop h’!;s-quown.' Corr is ade.
dnoe of the islaudy” 'yp fiom the husks of their m;ﬂ!omnce«of nuts
and of thosé bought froin the Rajah. This éon'-ﬂ'therels no monopoly
of coir; but & small poll:tax of one-fourth of & suaund per head, alone




: well “in hand.”
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seems to-be exacted—and the nuts and jaggery, which they pugchase
from the Rajah, are exported to Maldives, Ceylon and Bengal.
993. Cowries and tortoise shell are, it is said, monopolized, but I

Cowries, &o., mono- could not learn the quantities obtained. They are
polized. ' considerable.

224. The Coomblamass fish is taken in great qua.ntltms in the neigh-
Coomblamass. bourhood, and 2,000 to 3,000 rupees* worth of
this dried fish is annually exported,. .
225, Duties are said to be levied at the same rate as in the Tacca-
Duties, export and dives, viz., at 10 per cent. on all exports and 10
import, 10 per cent. per cent. on all rice, &c., imported.
- 226. These active merchants and sailors carry on a considerable
Teade. carrier trude, from which their profits are good,
Their boats, which are very superior to the Lacca-
dive craft, leave the island about August each year with their cargoes
of coir, nuts, jaggery, and dried fish, &c., and proceed to the Maldives
and Ceylon, where the dried fish is exchanged for: other articles fitted
for the Calcutta market. Thither they proceed with coir, &c., and,
disposing of them, supply themselves with rice in cheap markets
of the Arracan Coast. They retsin sufficient rice for home consump-
tion, and dispose of the rest in Ceylon and Maldives. . It appears that
rice, though not indigenous, is the staple consumption on this island.
227. Not having witnessed the working of this system, I can merely
Probably works ill, state that the impression which I have formed,
from what I heard and what was admitted by the
Kariastan who accompanied me, is that it works badly. The Cannanore
family has been anxious to change it—but probably without relieving
the - people—and substitute a , bigh rate of rent. The people ap-
parently prefer the present loose system ; although under it -the home
sources of wealth ere evidently much neglected "More perfect. in-
formation is required on all points,
228. I can form no estimate of the Beebee’s profits from this island,
Revenues and inter- but it cannot be doubted that they were con- -
nal administration. siderable, so long as the people of ‘Minacoy were ‘
This, however, has‘not been the ‘case for meny ‘years,”
Probably falling of. ~ 8nd the revenue drawn from the island have
Vide Note 58, fallen off. The system is, from its nature, one
which can be profitable only under efficient and powerfal control, and
no doubt its direct weight is effectually evaded by fraud and dishonesty.
The people have become rich through an enterprising trade. They visit
many ayd distant ports, and are, it is said, very independent in feeling.
The Cannanore influenge is decreasing; for distance lessens control ;
. 8nd as the trade of the people takes the direction of Ceylon and Bengsl,
. smuggling is not easily detected. The internal
Mwmﬁw' " ‘eduhinistration.is said to be similar tc: that of the



""" the riler, cther sources have become  slightly loss js" i
.. fiore consider that the profit therein shown fairly ropiessiby the probable

- prosent average. Thavenodata on which I wogld b willing to'hassrd |
ey éﬁhjeeture 88 t0 the annual valie of Mmacoyx ' Ad mentioried wm;
tyeatmg oﬂhat mland Thave heard i stated.at 5,000 and 10;000 rnpeaa_ :
i ,
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- 231. Subsequent to A.D. 1800 the profits of trade increased, and
Between 1800 ang Debween tl.xat year and 1826 the revenuve must
1826 exceeded o lakhof have considerably exceeded a lakh of rupees.
Tupees. The revenue derived from the coir monopoly alone
on the Company’s islands—which do not probably equal ene-fourth
of the Cannanare possessions—averaged during those years, upwards
of 20,000 rupees per annum, after paying Iugh rates for the article.

232, The. great fall in the value of coir whi took ‘Place between

Tn 1826 fell or 1826 and 1828, seriousiy! eeted the revenue of
grestly. * these islands, although the prices pald to the
islanders . were mmultaneously reduced fropn Rupees 18-8-0 to Rupees
6-8-0 per candy; and it is believed that at the aame time the supplies
of coir fell off by not less than one-eighth. Local distress was further
aggravated by a contemporary reduction in the prices paid for cowries,

&c., by the introduction of the new monopoly of cocoanuts, and by :

the enhancement of the price of toba,r'co, w1thont probably fully m&m-
tammg -the revenue. e a

288 ,;I ‘have endeavonred to make 8 mﬁgﬁ an
B,oug‘h emmate of hhe prenant teven'nae : _
minagoy. : - T .
4 Rough Est\mate o_f the Probable Amwﬂ-l B'?oﬂ‘ts ﬁmmlw et

cadive proper. from 1880 to 1847~ dnnual revenues of thg

" By 10 rapees profit on 1,200 candies of ovir, 85, . 4. P. Cannsn
yiaud fg' at Re. 6.8-0 per candy and sold : : ore portlon of

B ot T s oy on 1 iy 20 ¢ 0 2 ondives propor

By progt ‘on, 7k lakhs of nuis, a6 60 . i 9000 comes abﬁrgo ,000

' B{ :pz%ﬁﬁ ﬁnagnds of tortowe shell,at 1:;: : : :upee; Proﬁtsonth;

SRR Bt e ed
- L ke 0

years, “and it is ‘How
Privste p:opm en. muam roper : )y
about . . ”“p e ,500 0 0 ‘

Totel... 20,075 9.0
N.B.~Exclusive of all nazeranas, fees; proﬂts on, salt,
such revenue as may be derived from-Menkayat.

Care has been taken to nnderutabe rather than exooed in
this estimate.

cocoantit monopoly has fallen off. Further, w1th. {

I thera—-

I eo:wm.ve

e

L T o ydmtted thet”
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934, Tho Karissten who' ammpmeﬂ e
10,060 rupeed aro below . admitted, however, that thie Government has never
the moiety still . yeouived move than a meiety of the nek prgﬁtp -

that the present fiscal system is: ‘tio - 1éa:
235 T ﬁlmk geneé::gmental to Pthe prOSpenty of ‘the peop‘!e
4hian short-sighted as a financial measure. While -
thie way in which it has been ‘wotked, has cansed comglate and
universal antxﬁathy off" 0 people towards the #ule of the Cannanore

M “Measures ‘of relief such as will enable

Reliof oallod or  the people to develop and m:kt; foll :se of tifgr

called for. ' The effoct of the system on the
:':Z?:::;s :; :h:rg'p;z;lf);, an® the quality and quantity of the coir they -

Gm rsmm'h- :

manufactnre—-—an& possxbly alto on the population which is from 30 to

. er ceib. befow: that: supported by a similar

P Nom . iomfberof el and extent-of Tand on'the Cont-
pany’s 1slan&s—-hn.s Boen' bud.. Bet T have ‘Htls” dvdbbcothat :nas;

a better system, and undeér’ the direct: gwerhmeni of the Ny 1;2: i’ﬁ;b
that ‘the people now seek mlg'ht be granted to them, wi s
» diminution in the revenne when their islands shall,
m'GTt: g:mwm‘t;a:: have recovered 'fom the effects of - ﬁsog.} aﬁﬂ}
better o wans... -« financial error end 1gnom;ce a:;h;;, e(:o_ OWEEN
03 "'ml"a;? e;g;cdhoue-fomh of threCatthanors. Pol-
o1 1 ‘ ‘miunnual rovenus éd’_

' ‘ hmh 1 have
A n.ihr to this Report wﬂl be found m w
“f;pthe o:c,&l thrown together and manged all that appeats on’
B&maw

neau ,,,,, mgrd relative to the Ca.nnanore Laccadives,

exﬁmdmg over & period of sbout’ s:x yemhimz
|~n %i '7&2’
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necessary, to settle for two years in arrear ; for it had been determined
that the
conquered foe, be made to pay from the date of the conquest of Canna-
nore, although‘ the other Rajahs of Malsbar were called on to pay a
Tevenue for 1794 only. B

238. As early as January 1793 it was determined to procure accurate

Difficulties in obtajn. 108l information' relative to the islands, but in
ing any true informa. the meantime an unsuccessful attempt was made

tion. to get some tangible' fysias to the state and
oosea, the soi-disant

_resources of the Laccadives through Chowackafl
mortgagee of the group—but in vain.
939, The negociations for the settlemeniyof the revenue in arrear for
20,000 rupees acoept. 1791 and 1792 took place in April 1798—their
ed for two years in record is of much importance. Although by no
arrear. means satisfied with the conduct of the Beebes of
Cannanore, or that the statement that the profits—viz,, Rupees 20,000—
derived from the Laccadives was bond Jfide, the Joint Commissioners
agreed to accept 10,000 rupees g year, provisionally on sccount of the

Soquostration arrang.  tWO years which had elapsed sinoe the conguest—

ed for, making “ herat; the same time enter into awritten

agreement subjecting her entire possessions on the. Laceadives to be
sequestered by Government,” if on the feport of the Commissioners
the measure should be deemed -advisable. This agreement was
accordingly executed by the Beebee ; but the season being far advanced,
- it was determined to defer the examination of the islands till after the
rains of that year. ' ' . o
240. No further steps were taken during that year, and, pending the
receipt of authentic information, the provisional settlement of the Joint

Commissioners in respect to the Laccadive trade for two years in .

arrear, was continued for the year 1793,
properties was raised after a survey.. o
241. The Governor-General in Council, in hig review of the- report of

But the jumma on. the coast

Beebee of Cannanore should, in consideration of her bethg a °

Eusign Bently des. the Joint Commissioners, dated 27th March 1794,

patehed in 1795. urged thorough inquiry into the state and prodace’

of the Cannanore Laccadives, prior to deciding as to - their fature vv

management. . And in January 1795 Ensign Bently of ‘the' Engineers,

L A " was despatched to the islands. “*He visited them -
R ) all, and submitted his surveys aid report.in April
tht}f2+/ , furnishing af the same time information a8 to the feelings -

. - Information as to the Of the people. He expressed “ in strong terms the =
: miseries to which the oppression of the Boebee had .
- Téduced the inhabitants, who declared thatefrom the surrender of Canna~ .. -
.- «more they had expected the arrival of the English st the islands, ad. -
" Abat from: such interference alone could they Hope for &' comfortable

. feeling of the people.

 éubsistence, to themselves and families,”: He stated further that ke had
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# yory particularly inquired af every island into those circur_astgncels ’_ to
whicR  attention had so forcibly been drawn,” and observedhm cone 1:8102
that he * everywhere he found the same misery amongst the peop] a;l]
e the same anxious confidence of rehef. % . the
Bis - information £ the Bnglish.” The local information-
showed that the revenue  inferference of the tng: . tho rovenué
had been understated.  o1iained at the time showed tha )

drawn from the islands had been grossly understated.

‘ rvi i ibti he report,
he : + remarked, in ssubmitting t r

242. Tho ocal ‘SF&GL‘ZZ’;O persuaded it will appear equally J}’“ as
A omgfnenggz necessary to rescue from o'ppress:on an 1n<?;1:&
gﬁg‘%{’é‘:"’“- trious and considerable portion ,(ff .newljtr acqfu; '
ibiedts, a ﬁéasuré,' consiﬁingtheir inclination and imterests, c; . :;Z
~ccomplishment, slthough, of course, the Besboo would oxpect ome oo,
son for tH ¢ nost luoiative branch of her commerce.
pensation for the loss of gh; e vtan 3 th oGoveraor in Counoilof
OB ey Bombay, the iminediate abolition of he m.:;xo‘g:llg

oun T " WS LN § ori

o do. 0] ion of oppressiott‘and abuses of author:
of trade, and the -091'1‘2?‘;3;133 b‘;PtIl)le Governor-General in Council, under
Ordered by SO%o™°™  date 27th July 1795. The Honorable the Court

in Council. : : val of
?emo?ed o@ " the  of Directors expressed their entire approval

Honorable the Cowrtof der date 1st March 1797. - The deter-.
.. this order under : BN

g \ PR : : ; baywas
Nepgobisitio . - Duntan, ‘Goyernor of Bom ) Wae
%if“e:’fd&:f bpwand on thio- eosab i the'latber~end of the »sa{mgv;yeﬁﬂ;;:z
e .,"_I.".‘.'_‘x AR o ' P ' '_“ A Beabeeof‘(}annmm
Leiwere taken to bring abontthocomaqito_fthfa‘ ebee of Cannand!

ﬁav +kodaction of the Company's Government.. . Thenegociation was
::mrwﬁds entrusted to Colonel Dow, who foug@ her very unwi ‘11.1‘ n‘ ‘ g
to resign her authority and introduce free trade.

‘ iti ' i that so
' : scords in the Political Department it appears '
3. o th sl o e Bl Deprimen g
Political difficaltiss. gion ‘with Tippoo Sultan Was‘ip_sptalrle,gnd the
: : ‘was impugned by the Hajsh
i the Beebee of Cannanore was Impugnet by &% “H¥E."
giig{_‘;i grounds which the loeal‘oﬂ;t}q;!js?faﬂed toﬁubsta.p’gats. S
oty i 1705-06 muh diffculty occurred in the realiation of tho
344, Durg revenne assessed "on 'the continental PTOPG{WBBO{'
Hier | emp o Connsnoro family ; on socomst of sertaln
wnisn;:f«i%'foti'so. -rapees ynfonnded and ‘mdeﬁprte claims - 9?33‘1%,1}16:
e e enes. Booboe of Canusnore’ To put e end fo thoso
%m‘m‘%:m‘m ive: i oulties the local: _Comm;ésxonél’s ("lptermih;ne
‘being ;. coufemplated. ‘4o mi&e the Beebee of Cannanore enﬁer idto a
e ths fabite She was st the seme ;ftimQ‘f_'f:e_l'}.\!‘lff"dA‘deﬁnltely to

pay for the future
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relmquxsh the claims in respect to malikhanah, &c., which she pretgnded

hed been doubiful. And the Commissioners carefully veserved the

right sequester the Liscoadives for the sole use and benefit of the
Company, in accordance with the agreement entered into with the Joint
Commissioners in 1793, whenever it might be resolved on. An agree-
.ment to this effect was executed on the 28th October 1796. The
negociations of this period had reference mainly to the. jrovenue to be
paid on the territorial possessions on the coast, and ag the affairs of
the Laccadive were still under consideration.ghe provisional amount
payable as a moiety of the alleged profits from theta continned unaltered,

and 15,000 rupees per annum was settled as the rate to be, paid in the

- ‘meantime, subject to confirmation, ®

245. The Governor of Bombay in Council having, in the meantime,

This arrangement is WTitten to the local officers to urge early measures
not confirmed, but mes-  to carry out the abolition of the monopoly of trade,
sures for .carrying out
:ﬁ: f}’ﬁ;‘lm“'i‘féhi‘ig ;,; ﬁv;re ;i;i :;t ;xpresi antzp;n;onhon thx; mte;:;::tmogt:
when submitted to him. In a letter
o thelooal ofioers. 15th November 1796, however, that' '@rovbﬁ,mment
recommends the Commissioners to, avoid any meastre likély .50 Tegsen
the degree of attachment of the Besbee towards the Government. The
further negociation, with a view to mdwmg the Beebes of Cannanore
to accede to the determination of the Governor-General and Honorable
Court of Directors, was entrusted to the Northern Supenntendent
Delay—the result of il December 1796, but he appears to have wken
the negoaiation. 1o steps in the matter before August 1797,
(the Northern Superintendent) then found every argument wh.eh he
used to prevail on the Beebee of Cannanore to enter into the views of
the. Government and throw open the trade, fruitless. She even denied

Habterfuge of the. he then reported, privity. to the agreement with
"Bosbae of oFe; ‘

the sequestration of Her LiSondive pbssesmons She was almost eqh
averse, he sdid, to the introduction of the administtation of justite,
‘assented to the measure on condition that the Courts’ s

interfere with the monopolies. She wasHow Willing;
- Qoncespions.

he added, that the ‘Government
. whomsoever t‘hey thought proper to administer justios under
' xegulations might be deemed nocessary ; and aseentéd thie resx&eﬂce

mxght be fully asc‘erbamed

Goverhment in- their.letter of th 914k

* the Jmnb 'Cotmmissioners in 1758 § in’ reference\’"ﬁo B

* of & person o the island for twelve months, in ordev Wt bhe mod,tces.

- M i agreement of 1798 was expoaed ’by the Bombb?:
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g mea. 80 the disposal of the local oﬂicers to carry mto
mn!;s &22" f?r sarrying execution the preparatory measures as far .as the ;
out the caosdsions. Beebee of Cannanorg’s consent had been olteined. -
b °2,‘:’.?°;,‘;m.§‘;f":;‘;’:;‘i It was hinted ab the same time that it mightbe
of the world. ¢ perhaps most convenient to avoid taking forma.l o
and entire Occupatxop. of the Laccadives during the war with France, as w
our doing 8o would infallibly expose them, much more than I;OW, 0
the insults- ané depreda.twns of the enemies’ ships and veweislﬁo Wat.r :
Deferred for want of Ig was found necessary also to defer fi lgen ot
a competent officer. the modified intention of Government, from thewan
of an Enropean officer abmpetent for the duty and lateness of thetsea;:ne
247. The pohtlcal difficyjties of the next few years seems ho v
,yolmeal difioutty in- ,stood in the.way of further measures for the regu.

torvening : $he muiter . lation and Mnehqratmn Of the a.ﬂ'a.xre of the island ;
sppears never 4o have -

this’ dey The -
been sottled. . ‘and the matter is in pbeyance

a::e reasons for mterferenee atzll presenfr t}nemselvee——-bnt ina muoh :
aggravated form.

' 948, The whole correspondence ments ebten-
Attentive perussl of ‘
the appendix denrable tive pemsal ;
249, I have a.leq, with a view to bringing the entire matter under qngf
view, prepared a separate summary of the a

Add - the Beebee of. Ca.nnanoxpeén{ f}trs‘
" x ‘men;t under thh > Ganara lslands, to' wﬁwh?
e pall the official paperﬂ

Vi of the ﬁscal

. alsoappendad,
war!

' ' ‘ gre:. " Suffice it,” hogp-‘.’
reﬁectnons ma:.y ] A
~ ever, to say that the ennpnore honse is vn'imﬂly

" MWWM“ ‘the mdependenﬁ “unwatched and uncontrolled

p'g hbir ruler of these islands, and manage at dmcremon.
mm’ P theu' fiscal, iudicial and police adxmmstratxon
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"Company has been substituted for the irregular and weak or jiarsft

and domineering .rule of Native Princes throughout Malabar. It is
curious to contrast the accidental position of our foe with that of our
allies in the same war ; and the position of these islanders under a grasp-
ing and ignorant rule with that of their fellow subjects on the coast.
251. I venture to think that the fiscal arrangements of these islands
demand early attention, wasteful as they are of

General on the system. 4 o resources of the islands, destrructive of all

motive to industry and exertion ; fraught too they are with defection

of the feelings of the people, and crestive of moral degradation and
artificial crime., My impression is that time bethg allowed for the re-
covery of the islands from their prostrate state, s very reasonable,
revenue might be derived from them; and that at the same tifta
the people may be relieved from much that is evil in their present state.
- 252. Feeling of aversion on the ‘part of the people towards the
Fesling of the peogle. Cannanore rule, has from the first been most
decided, as appears from Lieutenant Bently’s

report, and the declared unwillingness of. the people of the Canara

Islands to becorae again dependent on that family in 1799, This atersion
hag grown in bitterness under the increasing burdens of the fiscal rile ;
.and the contrast which the equitable and liberal policy of the Govern-
ment towards that portion of the group which had thrown off the rule,
has aggravated the hatred. Defection of the people is unanimous.
And of their determination to force a change, I have very little doubt.

253. 1 need scarcely add that the sympathy of the Canars Islanders

Sympathy felt with and of the Moplas on the coast has tén‘ad to
them. enhance the feeling. = DR

254. The peculiar position of the islands and the influence of the
Cannanore family have kept down.these mutterings for many years j
but the people have now made themselves heard, and they will push the

matter till they obtaith fulf redréss. The position between the people

and the Cannanore family is now that of plaintiff and defondantyy .
255. The family of Cannanore makes the retention of their f‘dlé}'pvfgf

these islands a point of honor. Bt it is one to which the interests of the
people have been too long sacrificed, cousidering the close tnd mer-
cenary spirit which has characterized their administration. < .

« 256. Leaving the subject to your mature judgment;and olaiming for
it-only that early and considerate attention which:the dondition of ‘the
poople calls for, T close this paper with the assuvanos that I shall behappy

st all tintes promptly to submit, if required, myfmher information on .

its subidot which it mav ha in 1y Hower o’ afford.
0 lhave, &0,
(Sgu) W. ROBINBON,
TR Hood At ol

_the cowry depends, in a great measure,

NOTES ALLUDED TO IN THE DIFFERENT PARA.
GRAPHS OF THE REPORT.

s ‘ i but prefers the uninhabited
bundant on the Laccadives, ;
T?‘IEt tu;ﬂ;aliea . islands and open shoals. The green turtle is by far
Tzr:I: mfd fortoise.  the more numerous, perhaps three or fourbtc; ]:2::
more so than the tortoise. Both are destroyed whenever they can be ta

i for hig blubber (fthe flesh is unclean
the ml@dm_theff.;e ;ﬁuﬁdﬁ;)}- he thrtoise for the shell. The

’Haunts ® favourite haunts seem to be_:"‘hgiﬁh‘n@ of Binge-

ingaram, where the water is deep afxd agoon xtonsive and fine—
:va}?;l:n tgeTsltiga.?lr islands on which they lay their eggs :lre ?‘ixnha&:iﬁ,uﬁ?:
these islands their traces are very numerous. Suhely s: . t(:;: 1o in g0:
D e i s s i, ik
ii has several small w . :
gj}ﬁiﬁﬁdhby this creature. T.‘!l;:ay1 a,r(e1 occag:;ﬂi]::k:‘: 22 :1]116 t(l;: 11115;:2;’5;
ands se ) ]

e peoltle ! t::: 0;111::(111::; :egular expeditions ‘to .digtan{: hq.unt;rtt;:
an(’mant oﬁfﬂml‘:m- take the tortoise. A singk torboxse, ;1111)1011'1‘1; ::; i
10 rupees in the market, remunerates these for several days {: 1(1’1; ;'wo o
peorp:ﬁ of the Cannanore Islands realize but Rupees 1-8-0, or abo
hire of a boat’s crew. e 2 (tho head of tho for

The Jabor of :i:eeryisgr;ﬁll) he isoi%légvbd (up, ?md, if pogsible,

Mode of fishing. harpooned ; if not, they are wa@d mt:atoles t;:; tl_lli |
rocks and dived for ; the bite is severe. They are oc.ca.sxt(ijlna..llg el';_:h ! thxige h
‘ iohas Very wary, when on ghore la.ym'g eg fhgsée Tho threo
lgv &Eﬁiﬁ&lﬁa last days of the moon are said to be which
roughly from 1 to tgi they generally come to _lsmd The e,};gi ‘ ;(rl y
ek mordanfgé.to ®  much eaten by the people, though not forbi en by
thickaes &2 the rules of the Faith. tocst ool stons in

9. The Cowry is a littls shell-fish which clings fogél:; 00:? e ot oop

N. 17 shoal water, not exceeding three o D

f’““"’“" ) at low water. Tho fishing days are those of meap

m: . _tides when the waterthis yery 1(1)1:;17' Thg st(;::ssog:

taraed aver ead the hﬂé’?ﬁf&ﬁ?ﬁ@ffa Sloan, and picked. The
| Modeof fishing. . fishing is laborious, and 'peri:ormed generally by
S women who wade up to their middle. :

’ e nonth, as the collection of
Cowry beds should be fished regularly %1::39 B 0. over and loosening the

e ' Canara pr nds are inferior as ‘cowrj'beds,. but mer-
oh:‘:tz Biil::xlzhof Zlclys.st go thert and make advances for the cowries at the

9
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current market rates. On the Becbee's islands cowries are monopolized. A

The weights and candy contains eight robbins, of 39 seers each® or in *

measures used. all, 312 seers (50 to a robbin of rice). The poorest
classes only engage in the fishery on the Beebee’s icland, and, at the price
paid, the Suhely beds cannot be fished. The fishing of Bingaram, Tingaram
beds is not quite voluntary. Cowries are got on all the islands; but
the guantity varies according to the circumstance of the shoal.

3. Tripang, Biche-de-Mer, made from the holothuria, or sea-slug, was first

Note on para. 18, manufactured about 16 years ago, when a French
Tripang. ) crew spent some weeks off the group making Tripang.
History thereof on ¥hey had Malays on board. The speculation proved
these islands. ~ successful. Some Mopillahs from the coast then

engaged a Malay #nd-made Tripang which sold well in Penang, and since
. then there has been good deal of competition. Upwards of 80 rupees per
candy have b:ﬁn gsb for Laccadive Tripang, which is said to be of superior
oV % wquality. The sea-slug is fished, gutted, then purboiled,
Mannfactare, . *° dried in the sun or over a wood fire, and allowed to
be out in the dew for several nights. The loss of weight before it gets to
the market is said to be 25 per cent. ; 2,000 slugs average a candy. Onthe
Company’s islands the people have the necessary caldrons, &o., and manu-
facture Tripang for merchants who make advances. On the Caigiid
Islands the sea-slug is strictly preserved by the Beebee. .
" Noteonpara.19. - 4. I'have little knowledge about ambergris, but it

Ambergris. . 1is exceedingly valuable and rigorously monopolized.
~ 5. The position of the islands under the lee of their respective shoals and
Note on para. 21. the 'substratum of lime-stone lead to the conjecture
Remark on the forma. that these islands are formed by the fuller develop-
tion of the island, .ment of the coral formation under the natural break-

water which the shoal itself constitutes.
This lime-stone is the material generally used in making substantial

dwellings, and is the cause of the dryness of the soil. Were this substratum -

wanting, as in Suhely, Bingaram, Tingaram, and Betra, the soil is low and

damp and sweetgwater is wanting. .

6. There is & marked difference in the climaté and fall of rain on the
Note on para. 24" tﬁ%ént islands, the coastward island enjoying the -

Diftorence of climate, ooolef and demper climates. ‘ S
. 7. According to the tradition preserved, the earliest settlers on the'islands

Note on para. 26, left Corangalore to follow and recall the last Permal.

Tradition of the people 10T Mecea as the only person who would be able to
of the_eulg occupation restore Malabar to peace—disturbed as it became by
of the island. petty wars, after his departure.’ And they believe
that Nambood# (Malabar Brahmins) accompanied the. expedition. The
~ expedition was wrecked on the islands and gradually peopled'the group
and introduced the cocoanut from the coast. To the energy and enterprise
of the firet settlers they attribute those extensive excavations called Zotam.

8. Ameny and Kowraty are the principal islands of the group, and were
. Noteonpars.2y. = ocoupied by the higher caste immigrants. They

Remarks on the rela. Seem to have ruled ‘all the Melachery or low-caste
i Dosition of the islands, It is remarjiiiele that Hindu caste prejudice

snds. " .. Das lived through 600 yoars; for to this day. it is

A

- fort.is now the property of &
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. cons‘i;iered discreditable in any of the better classes from a Tarwatolsland to
. [ ]

St live on & Melachery Island. In distributing the
d d . s Y 3
1;11«3I :g;::hﬁ ﬁlﬁ?herﬁo surplus population of Androt and Kalpenni 1‘;]:15
scttle there. . prejudice was found an almost unsurmom'ltablp objec-
tion with some of the better classes to going to the second-rate island.
" 9. The people can still point out the high-caste families of their respective
islands. Ameny has four such families still extant,

Note ort pase. 25. called N4l Umyr, of whom the chief were the Pan-
dambelly and Porkar family, the former the Kazee family, the latter the
chief land-owner. ‘ , .

»

10. The totel change which took place by the conversion of the entire popu-

lation to the Islam has tende;_i ;n g@great measureto -
, _efface the recollection of, matteR pelating to their
history» while Kafirs, but of their conversion tlgy rotaimauy traditions.
Their conversion en masss took place about 600 ye
ake; the first teacher, was a pure Arab, and is alfir piod 2 . fé‘.appegred
miraculously in Ameny, where his dooctrine met wilk' much opposititn. ' At

Note on para, 81 -

* length he secured one female convert, a member of the Pendambelly family,

with whom he proceeded to Androt, where, he Sucoeede‘.i in converting the

Tmﬂihan preserved whole population. The conversion of the.. other
about +4h® conversion to islands followed very rapidly. Kowraty claims an
the Mussalman faith. 4o}, teacher of its own. Androt, the scene of the
first success of the [slam, contains the grave and shrine of the early eaint,
and .’has‘,gl?aya\bean-looked on as & holy island. Tt is usual to this dayto
repost thofatal, whin, it jssighted by boats passing to and fro. .

The Kazeoship of the ehief islands has. been kept hereditary in this stock.
In Androt in the. diréet line off déscent fromi Mumba Moolyaks, and in
Ameny and Kalpenni. the Pandarbelly fkmily and: braniches fornish the
Kazees. The present Kazee of Androt iisttpponid 4o; be.the twonty-second
who has held the office in direct Jine from Mumba:Mbolysks. By this
test the dateiof the"general conversion spems reasonably accurate.

11. There'is a tradition that the Portuguese settled and built a fort in
o o g g ~ Ameny (the walls and ditch may still be traced), the
m;:f ::'mved on central island of the group. - How fanthey established
the group of the first ~ their rule I could not ascertain ; ’bu’_t: the a‘tt;:ex_)rmpt, to
W@“”“?thewc’:::t. the possess themselves of - the groupm?arlyomshe@
primem® s all thegolm axtemagd by ol (o ragea
oison was prepared bears the name to this day, sngl is satred fc
;:9::::;31’ The Rajai :il‘J Cherikul; oné of thembstpowerfulNatwa Princes
on thie coast at the time Was, if,not an instigator, the personswho,aided the
people.‘ " He is said to have been solicited by thie people of Ameny (who
tondéred him their allogiance) to rid them of the Portuguese, the hated
rivals of the Moppilah Sect. A man waa sent by the Rajah, whose name is
preserved as Kadantavanjiraka (bored-ear)—prob-bly & Hindu, though

werdéconpveried—who carried out the design. - The poison was adminis-
:ﬁ:;w::?c&t PW radually exterminated. ' The old site of the
'is now the proparty of Ui Porkar family, and the right theveto was
defended meny.years ago aghinist the Cannanore Rajah’s claim, on the
ground of a grant by the Cherikul Rajah in consideration of the service
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performed at that time. The precise date of this transaction cannot he .
ascertained, but that of the bloody retaliation of the Portuguese®n the*

island of Ameny is preserved in an Arabic song in honor of Abu Biker, the
Kagee of the day, who was a man of great sanctity, and still revered as a
saint. He ¢ with upwards of 400 others ” were massacred by the Portu-
guese, A.H. 966 (A.D. 1549-50). The entire group seems to have come
about the same time under the rule of the Cherikul Rajah, who governed
the islands for many years. The islanders appear to have suffered severely
from time to time at the hands of the Portuguese. On twq, occasions they
- massacred a great number of people in Chetlat. The southern islands
suffered from other pirates.
12. The Joint Commissioners in 1793 understood that the tribute paid by
Note on para 8. the Cannanore family and the Cheriku] Rajah was
Diffroncs as to the * 12,000 fanams. From the islanders (some of whom
smomnt  of - peshkush have had good opportunities of knowing from their

8ayments l;y Bajzt og . ancestors having acted as Vazeers, &c.,) I learnt that
Cutmaaoro touBajeh of it was 6,000 fanems only. The mystory which thay

made of the matter, lest the Cherikul Rajah should

tevive the claim and cite them as witnesses, was very amusing. .
13. At the opening of the season of A.D. 1783 (M.K. 958-59) four boats
Noto onpara. 45, belonging to the principal inhabitants of Ameny loft
that island for Cennanore, which they found ‘in a
state of blockade by General McLeod. Ome boat fell into the hands of the
English and one returned to the island ; but the two others belonging to
the families of Kolapen and Porkar proceeded to Mangalore, where Tippoo
was then personally engaged in the siege of the fort. Under the impression

Narrative of tho de- that all was lost to Cannanore, the cargoes of coir
fection of Ameny. were disposed of to Tippoo, 55 rupees per candy (50
per cent. paid in kind and 50 per cent. in cash) being paid .for it. With
this price the islanders returned well satisfied to their islands, for it was
much in advance of the prices paid by the Cannanore Rajah.

On the restoration of peace by the ‘treaty of Mangalore (11th March
1784), all pylitical relations on the West Coast were restored fo their former
footing and the treaty of General McLeod renounced ; and the Beebee of
Cannanore (the Yellyak was virtually ruler) immediately proceeded to punish
summarily the offence above related. ~Immediately before the setting in
of the monsoon of 1784 Abdul Kader Karyakar (brother of “Abocker
Karyakar, then a very influential person on the group, and Karyakar of
Kowraty) landed in Ameny with a body of Cannanore servants, confiscated
all the property and emptied the houses (Cowrachy) of some of the principal
people, and confined their persons in chains. But the whole population
rose, surprised and overpowered the guard, 'released the prisoners, and
placed Abdul Kader in chains, and kept him in confinement till the season
opened. The entire male population of the island then took to their boats
and went to Mangalore in hopes of meeting Tippoo still there, taking the
Karyakar with them in chains. Amicable relations had been in the mean-

time restored between Tippoo and Beebee of Cannanore. The Karyakar

‘was released by Tippoo's officers, and endeavours were made to overcome
the fears and aversion of the people to the Cannanore rule. They proved
unsuccesaful, and an equivalent was granted in jaghire from the Cherikul
territorion. 1o Vo, fannad the annuel jumma of Ameny ‘ transforred by

. ‘was probably ma:

" bearing i8

30500

.7, Kowraty. - mars (Twatg m \
clas’
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performed at that time. The precise date of this traneaction cannot he
ascertained, but that of the bloody reteliation of the Portugueseon the*

island of Ameny is preserved in an Arabic song in honor of Abu Biker, the
Kazoe of the day, who was a man of great sanctity, and still revered as a
saint. He * with upwards of 400 others ” were massacred by the Portu-
guese, A.H. 966 (A.D. 1549-50). The entire group seems to have come
about the same time under the rule of the Cherikul Rajah, who governed
the islands for many years. The islanders appear to have suffered severely
from time to time at the hands of the Portuguese. On twq, occasions they
massacred a great number of people in Chetlat. The southern islands
suffered from other pirates.

12. The Joint Commissioners in 1793 understood that the tribute paid by

’ the Cannanore family and the Cheriku] Rajah was

Note on pars. 84.. 12,000 fanams. From the islanders (some of whom
mlz;ﬁ“ng? a;e::k:];ﬁ have had good opportunities of knowing from their
payments by Rajah of . ancestors having acted as Vazeers, &c.,) I learnt that
gﬁ';:‘&’;‘i“’ tonBajah of jt wag 6,000 fanams only. The mystery which they

’ made of the matter, lest the Cherikul Rajah should
revive the claim and cite them as witnesses, was very amusing. :

13. At the opening of the season of A.D. 1783 (M.K. 958-59) four boats

. . - belonging to the principal inhabitants of Aneny left

Note on para. 45. that f:lnaid for Clt)mnafore,~whieh they foun?’fin a
state of blockade by General McLeod. One boat fall into the hands of the
English and one returned to the island ; but the two others belonging to
the families of Kolapen and Porkar proceeded to Mangalore, where Tippoo
was then personally engaged in the siege of the fort. Under the impression

Narrative of the de- that all was lost to Cannanore, the cargoes of coir
fection of Ameny. were disposed of to Tippoo, 55 rupees per candy (50
per cent. paid in kind and 50 per cent. in cash) being paid .for it. With
this price the islanders returned well satisfied to their islands, for it was
much in advance of the prices paid by the Cannanore Rajah.

On the restoration of peace by the ‘treaty of Mangalore ,(11th March
1784), all pelitical relations on the West Coast were restored to their former
footing and the freaty of General McLeod renounced ; and the Beebee of
Cannanore (the Yellyah was virtually ruler) immediately proceeded to punish
summarily the dffence above related. Immediately before the setting in
of the monsoon of 1784 Abdul Kader Karyakar (brother of *Abocker
Karyakar, then & very influential person on the group, and Karyakar of
Kowraty) landed in Ameny with a body of Cannanore servants, confiscated
all the property and emptied the houses ( Oowrachy) of some of the principal
people, and confined their persons in chains. But the whole population
rose, surprised and overpowered the guard, 'released the prisoners, and
placed Abdul Kader in chains, and kept him in confinement till the season
opened. The entire male population of the island then took to their boats

end went to Mangalore in hopes of meeting Tippoo still there, taking 'the. :
Karyakar with them in chains. Amicable relations had been in the mean- -
time restored between Tippoo and Beebee of Cannanors. The Karyakar -

‘was released, by Tippoo’s officers, and endeavours were made to overcome
the fears and aversion of the people to the Cannanore rule. They proved
unsuccosaful, apd an equivalent was granted in jaghire from the Cherikul
tervitorios. Ti tho,fpanad the sunual jumma of Ameny  transforred by
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:hl igland An" able-bodied* Melachery is abla'to Jkeep on an average

; to 35 troes cut for juice. Ho climbs twice a ﬂay,. and the tree is
iihausted within six months, and produces no fruit during the next six
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months. The 300 able-bodied Melachery caste of this island probably keep
from 12,000 to 15,000 trees of the better class bleeding thronghout the year.
These might produce upwards of 100 candies of coir, worth 2,000 to 2,500
rupees. But as the people would only receive 650 to 700 rupees, they
manufacture jaggery to the value of about 1,200 to 1,600 rupees.

Statement showing Partioulars of the Disiribution and Occupation of the
Population of Kowraty as ¢t was tn 1847,

2
18T-0LABS
IND-OLASS 8mD-crLABE 47H-CLARS MELA-
K‘:&‘;"‘"" MALIKY. URUKARS. 'OBERY.
g |
or ivief bd 1 o1d 1 T T
sion, 3”8 -§'-*E-§--*§.§-g35 )
o EEEEEELE B E IELE
IR R A R R I R R R R I E R 8
Melachery ‘ co bl b Lo Tl 1a) sl 1] ss|as| 1ee] 156} 128) 448
Tellachery ...(38! ..(68'68153( 170] 53\'s| "53| “sela) 147iss| 8| &7 es)2e) 151 11| 4| 85| 24 10 78
Pallychery ... 9|.-l16(14|14| "44| 16} 3| 27| 24lre| 70l28] 7| 51| 4417} 119| s8li3| 170] 188} 114| 472
Parakarah .| 8\.( 2 42 8 27| 1 28| se2s| oglse| 1| 74 ralss| 30| o|'3| au| 18| 18| &7
Total .., 50]...81 sxlss 231 mo] sl ms! nslss sos'ssju] 193 13699] 478 1ssl85| 382| 386| 274! 1,049

17. Xarama is a kind of fixed rental on trees which have been confiscated
but allowed to remain in the enjoyment of the family
from whom taken. A karama: of fifteen pollums, .
Karama rent in the &bout 5 Ibs. coir, per tree is levied ‘without reference
Island of Kowraty. to the goodness or otherwise of the tree. The rate is
much complained of by the people, who are not allowed to throw up
the trees, and pay on many which are net in bearing.» This fact was distinctly
admitted by the public servants, who stated that they were not permitted to
strike unproductive trees off the accounts. I inspected many such trees which
were paying this rate. . A good cocoanut tree yields about 5 lbs. of coir
on the Company’s islands, but the average rate at which the Cannanore
monopolies are supplied is about 8 Ibs.; the Karama is therefore a heavy
rental. The average amount collected on this account was stated to me as
100 to 120 maunds of coir, and the number of trees held under this tenure

Note on para. 89.

is between 600 and 700 trees. A very arbitrary appropriation took place
about 20 years ago, of 40 &a.rds all' round the island and all trees within-

that line were placed under karama. The people attributed this to the

ill-will of & Karyakar, whose aggression on private property they had =
resisted. I could get no satisfactory explanation of the complaint from the-

Beebee's servants. . v o
18. When I reached this island the Pandaram Psk or prohibition was on

Note on para 96. all the lime and gindély (rose colored and delicate)

Pandaram Pak. cocoanut trees. -The people broughd:this forward as:

& great grievance, and the Kariastan who accompanied me determined to
* relinquish the claim, and ordered the Pak to be ta.ken{'oﬂ‘.‘.' But the people
refused to accept this compromise, as they had, .they said, been unjustly

deprived of one-half the produce of such property for so long. They were

at length induced to gather and take the whole crop.

. 19. Bubely Par and Bingaram, Tingaram, were both confiscated by the
% Rajah about the same #ime and under similar circum-

Noto oupars. 99. . ionces. When the momopolios were fixst introduced
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' they were enforced with great rigour and a Karyakar (ﬁfussan) of Kowraty

+ and aft Accountant of Agaty were found dead in tanks under circumstances
The confiscation of Which led to the suspicion that they had met wi
Suliely, Bingaram, and foul play. The circumstances were considered suflitient
Tingaram, to warrant the punishment of the entire population
by the confiscation of these valuable fishing and cowry beds. o
During a detention of several days from stress of weather on the distan
islands of Bingaram and Tingaram, I had an opportunity of observing the
capabilities of these distant and not permanently owupiedﬁish!fs. . g&
trees which overtop the jungle are fine, but often
thgsgnizﬁlnd;mh . cannot be approached through the.jungle—while
rats destroy the young' nats to such an extent that those gatige d ‘are’ b'ut'
their leavings. I saw many thousands of nuts brought from Sgiely, but not
one of them had escaped the rats entirely. o
The Pandaram is now making desultory endeavours to reclaim these.
islands which they have so long shut up against the enterptise.of.individuals,
and it is-hoped that the colony established -there since the- hilrrics emﬂ
change the face of matters rapidly. Had Suhely been open to- hé ‘people
it would long ere now have been occupied.. Kadamut,- which"is-in the
neighbourhood of Ameny, was uninliabited in 1795 (see Licutenant ‘B?ntly’s
report), and within the recollection of many was an impervious jungle.
with four huts on it. It has now 200 inhabitants, 4,000 or 5,000 trees, and.
 produoces annually considerable crops of dry grain ; and within & few yeazs it
snum o8 y‘{ry‘ﬂo rishi ,islznd.. “Were Bingaram, &e., whm_hw&‘i&
o ' # Agaty thrown open in the same mann er,thsy odld
4. particulazly. for growing coarse grain during the .

s thé Goeupédion of the inbabitants of

“Agaty: jpighitantp were all originally Mela-
- 108 chery. Many ' aib aow wealthy .and respeqtable.
£ Jasid and plantations in the jaland.. The fourth class copiine them.-

'mdggasirawing. = There are 180 to %00 able“’?&“@@@ﬁf@wers,

bt $h4. trésk o Agaty blsed  indifferently Arom the dryaeds of the soil
« that the. people cagnot afford to make jaggery in such quasititios, as in
Kowraty. Indeed the average export of coir is about 4 Ibs. per: tree,
" whetets that of Kowraty is only 3 Ibs..per; tres, .showing' this# the .
“sacrifics of coir and nuts to jaggery.is not s .

o i oliaipal-a 43 {80l 81l o7k
£ j 74l

e e A




72

21. Bingaram is the largest of theisland on the shoal, andisof a horse-shoe
shape, about half a mile in length and 200 y&rds in
breadth. The lagoon is shallow, and there are good

cowry banks.

Note on para. 109.
Bingaram described.

Tingaram hes about two miles distant, and is genera.lly of the same
Tin character. The lagoon around is, however, deep,
garam. and the west side is gradually being washed away with

loss of cocoanut plantation, which happens to be thickest where the waves

gre encroaching fastest.
Separated from Tingarem by a narrow and fordable inlet of the sea is

‘ &zf _. ‘Parly, at the head of the Agaty and Bingaram, Tinga-
Parly. ‘ y ram coral shoal. -It is a small narrow island covered
with brushwood.

22. In writing of the coir mom)poly T have blended the customs duties with
the prices from which they are deducted. Sunkam or
export duty was the early form of revenue, and is
charged on coir only. Tmport duty, though now charged on all rice, was
originally only charged on the rice paid in exchange for coir. The double
duty becomes 20 per cent. of the price. The opgmal

Txpenser. charge of 1 fanam per candy for expenses at Canna-
nore has been commuted to one per cent. of the coir; and includes boat-hire
for landing coir, for the island boats do not stand the surf. The labor of
weighing, beating, and storing is, performed by the islanders, for which
" they received batta. It is alleged apparently with

Batta. truth, that batta was paid ongmally during the whole
time of detention in Cannanore, but it was reduced in 1826 to 12 seers of
rice to each boat (they are manned with 15 to 18 men) for the three first
days, after which the allowance is made every second day till the coir is

stored.
. 22, Another a.l].owgmce is made to boats fglly la.den with ooir under the

ngme of })atta for th? passage 0 and from the coast ; and varivs accordmg
to the nageranah which may ’huve beén pazd on the lannoh of boet in whieb.

exports are mnde.

23. During ﬁp first two years after the Bnt!sh oceupatmn ef Ma.labm't}m
Beebee f (annanore was allowed

Note on para. 184.

. whoodah of rice in w&m s
= M(%)Oou'mmade Wgukofﬂm i
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o

Commissioners to Govemorm Coungil, dated
18th Qotober 17986.

North ' Superintendent to Commissioners,
dated 80th October 1798, metg Besbes of Can-
nanore’s - agreement, 28th October
1786 (15 Zoolam 972, )me"n

Commissioners fo. Governor, dated 1st No-
vember 1796. .

Blovernor in Couneil t0 Oommissioners, dated
12th November 1786, paragraph 11.

- Governor in Council to Commissioners, dated

‘Nolrat;h I‘g overber 1798.
uperintondent to Comwission
dated 15th September 1797, p ph lelm’

Government to Commissioners, dated 21st

16.

October 1797, paragraph 1

agreement with the Joint* Cémmis
sionersy and after much carrespond
ence* and difficulty the: Beebe
oonsented to pay gemeral datior
with reservation on scoolunt ¢

- coir, in the profits of which th

Company participated. This ex
emption was acquiesced in on th
condition that 10,000 rupees sansti
tuted a bond jfide moiety ‘of he
profits, whigh, however, wasat th
time strongly doubledgThe Bee

bee’s coir has been imported free of duty evep since..
24, The rice given to the people has always been of the moatﬁfauor sort

Noteonpmlm. :

This was one of the complaints made to Ensign Bently
in'1795, and to mein 1847; and{ hed the most ample

_ opportumty of tesh.ng its tryth; for o large qnhnﬁt;y of theit rice pasesd

N?mfmord“_ through niy hands duritg my late visit. Thisig s
eription of the ricegiven matter 6f great importance to the" peoplé Tﬁq
to the people. , average contents of the small moodah should be 50
seers of rice, but it seldom contains so much, and the rice itself of & deoxdedly

00m

witn inferior description. T bought such riee in Caliout

thatsu to the Ca- this year at Rupees 1-4¢0 io Rupees 1-5-0 por

eme\usefwhureaﬂyouaﬁmnﬁ

ﬁ?smaé Talands, .

~ 4 ;. moodah; its average price is under Rnpep;l-&o
h‘\:’h:ﬂmmlanﬁernscarefnllychosen, and the 'toodsk
;soseersmd seldom ﬁ less, winle;’hs prmo hu

Oouamdmlly when the marhetptwea nobishghﬂm WW%M'
Eiado!m paid in part by evedit ordere (Rt 7 fanamis* per
leuz: moodah) and left to supply theniselves; 'Fhis:
o:dmatalowarcom camnot do at the Pﬂo@vmomﬁspeﬂmﬂytom the
mutation price. - . oad -of the seasom, whem prices nse. B 8 sfated

#§ to the rupee,

. that frequently one-half of the edir is paid for
_manger. The Besbes of Cunnwm; m‘.\;e , Mﬂw

Exemption from payment of duty on coir.
® Mr. Farmer, the Northern Supenntendent,
dated 26th January 1794,
Sea Cugtom Manager at Cannanore, dated 27tk
Jan 1794,
Bocbee of Cannanare o North Supenntend-
ent dated 13th September 1766.
uﬁntetxﬁdg:;t to Beeil;g%of Canna-
n da 6 ember
o:re, shee of oanm;ngre to- omngiﬂ;lomrs, dated
m October 1798, par
Commissioners to N f penntendent,da.ted

sth October 1796,
¢ommissioners- to Bee Wm%mwe.dm&
xlﬂth Qctober ] 1796 0

ml :ﬁ vtqber 1796,2ndanﬂ6£hclaw.

to colledk all ocustoms duties at

“Cannanore: and when the customs

collection, was agsumed in 1793 on
account of the Odispany, the Besboo
of Cannanorg objected to pay duty
on her merchandise, or claimed a
reduction of her jumma on the plea
that when the Settlement of that
year was made she was collecting
the - customs. - The local officers,
however, considered that she was
not entitled to any nnnmmty by her

nﬂkgpu, wherenthu%%aumonths. The
-~ woody particles rotemd o Bbroeasily soparated.
R Xf used with great econamythic husksef 1,900 nutg of
mm.mmuu mmﬂmofnmr, but the Whﬁm 500 nuts

to a-meand of coie.. T
The bostcwm ,iam tomedmﬁom aand just‘thhin low-water
st gmerk, - owposed ‘to the mon otgau water and wet
g - whod. - I nm; .of the islands stillpess of the

o s
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water in the lagoon admits of this arrangement; but in some, as Ameny,
Agaty, &o., the ripple on th shore is too strong, and many of the soaking
pits are frosh water tanks formed in the same manner as the wells of the
island. Coir boaked in sea water bleaches well, and is stronger then the
other, which is never so white.

‘When sufficiently soaked the husk is

taken out and beaten with heavy
mallets, washed and rinsed several times,

and then twisted.

. . . ‘Women slone manufacture coir,
C’o‘%)’:r #Mi“f’%mm%.%ﬁ" 2%{ and entirely by manual labor. An
Produotion per Hoad. - average twister takes about 15
’ -days to make a maund of coir (a
diligent work-woman would pro-

duce it in 10 days), or 2 maunds per

: > Average
— jes.| Females,
| |Cooton el

Mas, | oensem, and a candy a year. In
Androt., .| 450 | 1,000 9 | theCompany’s islands the average
Ealpou oo f. 800 675 9 18 nearly a candy a head, but on
Agawt? v ggg 'ggg ‘g the Cannanore island it scarcely

exceeds half that quantity; for
~ the price does not provide more
o ; ‘ - than the merest subsistence wages.
25. Weighing by the maund instead of by the } or § a candy &t & time miist
Noteon para. 148.  yiold a considerable ‘excess. The ‘people utge this
"On weighing by the &8 one of their grievances. It is true’that when a
bundlo of one maund  bundle is in exoess of one maund they gre not allowed
(kusser) which it must %o break it, but the bundle, under such & rule, will be
yield, oftener a little short of the maund than over it.

26. T found grest difficulty in ascertain g With precision what weights

Noteonparagraph149, and measures are used by the Pandaram in receiving
N.B—They  weré. coir, &c.; but on every one of the Cannanore Islands
%zggmp:xg tﬁdﬁ ;hey were impugned and openly challengéd as being
. cxaminfigthem on alse and excessive, The tulam used by the people
: M LR s ‘throughout the group i8 the maund of 32 Ibs., 640 Ibs.
to the et 88 the Oannanore Islands the

Yamﬁ?&bf’fh(’ompany’s a8 well
' poople; mistually Aradd- by this standard
oustomary ‘wei £ :

; © been added to the tulasn, Jn
mvgeiiﬁhmgm, conversation the Kariastan told me, that ‘the tulam

qﬂww coir  or maund in use was of §2 Ibs., but thet &n extrs

7o . bound is now regq L to meke up- deficiencies
VI‘lmd &n opportunity of verifying the tif#éh of s charge, for I was made
 Exposs, 8 refereo in a dispute between -the people and the

S i };?htsthemselféi ﬁér:h most discreditable

webgreditable kisd of 8nd if used by shop-keepers on the coast would al
, "‘M CURT Y lave fallen withis the Magistrate’s reach. One ston
o B”Wn‘:ﬁ’ shape, but represeuted no even weight ; the rest were piece

;- tied up with soir. Lo explain this exposé om mv return -t

E penni .. i | 184 x',o;,'éﬁ.%‘%f
%‘;’t’ oo 133‘%[1 50000 | 260"
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: iy ired - dy of 680 1bs., or
\ ; told me that they required -a candy oi 680 1bs., o
m go?tz &: f:ru;la;’m:na’ pleaded ignorance for not havu.lg rqglil;lt:!tlzgig
b, Whes kv sl e o e
g b oust ) f the i was o Rt sl ot
that the customary maund o . .
they know ?* o tice of taking coir, rents in kind, &e.,
‘ t state my belief that the practic e " hout .
bylwneli?ht: and nfeasurbs which are larger than is just, prevails throug
the islands. ir supplied to the Company’s godowns
27. The difference bi':ltw(}ea?ar?e( t;‘:u' n::)l:;pof ‘which is sent on Government
Nota on pars. 150. : i to Bengal) and that whlch the Cannanoi:p
P account to g a gentleman who
slands supply is shown by the fact that two years e%go N fo e adontts,
:l[iadwin:estfdp considerable C?Ipitfi‘ol in ;h&ﬁax(;l{‘f;lc::r:o oa :; i-ta.i:lx) e cano of
: o o ) $0. o . .
‘wrote to Mr. Blans, th:h S"gr ‘; t Eiﬁ'erenoe between the Laeoadive coir which

Gr;:.t deterioration

St deterora i} came into the general market and that which the
in the mant

ol ~ " Ocllaotor o8 Conara sappliod o tho Bengs, Svect
it froin the saine islands, atid expressed hims o
Py lo articls. L L S
of the more valusblo &etiel, @ @ be drawn by contrasting the quantity
98. Very significant deductions may of ofie dupglied
Note on paragraph 151. 1 in the Company’s YO the Com-
‘ ing the Average Bearing Plantation i the and pany’s islands—
Stm:m:m:ﬁnmﬁ, the Average Quantity of 0"”“""”’“—* with - referenice
© Batbpor Tros. . Y - to ‘the bearing
S P S R Average Sup- :
o - Yeaps:
>

z son—with
lv of COir |4 oo pla.ntahon ‘W1

| ety ‘._,‘;A-"'sa.;%:ﬁnﬁd ?ﬁxtep!er the'sa.meo data
dg. " Whibh | prors.] Taland per | Tres. | on the Canna-

e | S Ielsads.
o | om s o, 9  stétenient shows
183047 | 448001 357 1 6 1 %% 4 .t while the
. iggg:ﬁ. 13:222 l-g ii 24 ‘*3‘ .| manufdctured
'. : — Avetage coir aY“,.’:jS‘?’;?
ot 18 |51bs. | 1bs. per tree on
Fotal i [ . 65,415 | 622 13 _ P W

Andoht o %m;ay gg,ggg 509 0 =
—

s

0

’ T | ek 14350 0 ]mdﬂw nhibi-

Dotal .| gy | 16500 L1 tanis of the

— TN THands “Qannsanore

o differéng of Compazy’s and Canancre ,,_‘w,w lands had the
v A e e pame - iridnce-
& Tho ponsas for 1847051‘1‘&“?“?1‘11“"99?“]1&@' .. ment td make

v el : o ons .. the best use of
" s gredh ke fm;,i gaberal i the oW avirags Soolt ¥ thoir  materials
Sopeao with the hitEsbe o troch -

pty’s mhnﬂm. they might supply et lews thea o e-third more coir.
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It lie atroady besn pointed out,
#ge quantity of coir in the Cannanor
maunds) per each fermale, while iri
less than 15 to“17-maunds a head.

Note on para. 152,

Statoment showing the relativs LPopulation sup-
yorted by a given Number of Trees in the Can-
nanore and Company’s Islands.

the Company’s Islands it is probably not

[} | O 2N . . N B

.iggjgéé 333 29. A further illutration of the

Name of Tsland, 13 §.§ HIXE wd felative condition of these islands

, i cEEEE §° | 18 drawn from & comparison of the

R REE% :E g population with the means of sub-

Oom e sistence. I take each island af its

1.1‘:4‘_ v fullest complement, as it wam be-
Ameny and

, fore the group was - visited by
m‘_‘t - 2!%2 4‘;'222 %ﬁ‘c cholera in 1845. Tt will be seen
Kitan .. .| 689 | 13283 | 21°°| from the marginel statement that
Total | — the Canara Island plantations
IR IR IR e - . Support more than one-third more
o o+ | 18 | people. Thoe differenes is nodoiibt

| 138 the Companj’s islands every troe
Averags .| .. » g3y | 18 bourishing a remde‘nt.‘ .
. V.B.—These islands have totam land. Ko ‘-
1oty hag totam, but it is under eocomut,'a:ﬂ
d exelusively on cocosnut and

o

e has recominended that this monopo! y:bo”tgviyeﬂi:'n formﬂiyg d 1 é
endeavoured. to induos the people. to: awhit Hem ""'?on'; “bub - $hoy have, T

eople t]),::e Broken Delieve; sold soveral lakhe ¥

BRI N hggary
‘ ‘:fl Nots o

./ island of Kowraty, the, dadly average may be 4/ dver
r$ ‘whilo in' Agaty it i8-considerably less. . A lsrge quan-

» vide General Note No. 24, tﬁat the aver-
® Islands is loss than half a candy (10 °

. o £ e erated by ﬂiﬂﬁﬂ@t-th%ﬁ&
sands. | oqgoo | 3o | Climifior fumily have rosived
Aniict .. o o a0 | “land ‘of considerable externt, ini the
Kowra fy .| 2,600 150001 30 | produce of which the poople are
* e[ L7T00 | 39,000 99 not allowed to participate, while on

Total .. '

yrobably it will be
48 odmittéd by ‘the

che:o? mitko i 4ho open market
o oevatut ab 13 ripees por 1,000. - Fecin what I observed of
","‘w-~“°"~ "7 '« -the Beebee and her L @ibinotthatpetﬁisﬁm;
W‘Mebemﬁmm. e mpt A
gery is made ‘from meers which is draws bwive & day. The yield
Parai tor1, ' Vavies materially on diffevent ialands. In the damp

thers. TS
¥ 48 Favlto) A the Yomaindyr do mado inte lelva®

i

" s of fairgaty—
j or vinegar—10 seers of the simplo juice ‘{;%l‘ig:”gt ‘ Aiggt*i;
Jag'gmy lls on the coast at 5 or 6 rupées pet wfnoturo s for it is gore
which s i is, an importantnartmle of manufactur " R :m the
Kowrafy. jaggery 18 sofitable than coir at the monopolya&m&,mt‘ e,
Pide Yota 16. %ompany’s islands owners of 1:“9 e:he meera required |
\ s aprgery-makers, and few are cut except Jor A9 ortod from the
Jot troos to JoggeT for domestic use. Jaggery }Bd llagmty have pro-
Fo;-tﬁeieléﬁve M ‘.\C‘a.nnanore ;Zlgn -g;,m ﬁ%gottoag,ooo mpees worth of -
: £ g 50 00, xupecs worl
ﬁ%&%ﬁﬁ%@% ?g;gr;?&uﬂl} of late; th(; othelt; (;Shmz;?eié;:r and,
. . 3 , , . '_,- 1'66]5.976 worth 0 or " ) ! .iat“
82 qudalzl:romsi:gg’w monoPc;lize;lh at ggc:;pees‘ per candy: baadll
Note on para. 108, 7% - ; much reduced.
i itroi ket value 18 oW : ; o may bo
Morinde efeoh: 58, At Kalpenni 1§ to 2 “"“ﬁaﬁﬁma soer,
Note on pars. 188. . o) -\ 3 1,v a womanin a day; &b 3 WO,

A anmat ho Auhed at all:ad:

ity of fixed COLHOV o distant shoa omnb'@ﬂmﬁ oy
raten < on’ \cowries hile the more & for cowries. The M
shown. " the pricenow paid el Rk

bably ‘the ‘averags Bapply of tortoise shell Is sHums & Gxnuct
. Brobally e e nimod 7 Fapase e pomedw tho
Note on para: 178, an?:;e‘ which 15 the Jowest for m to 12 rupees in
Tortoise shell. %ood’ picked toﬁoi:;shgg;a::gn to mystify me as to
ho market, Attompts woro mado. by the Kariostan 1o WSV L5 00
o e e e

: o howeter emall, afe HEwdvery
thae text:fo  hyeaches of mOQOP"’lX" how . For gmuggliag ‘
BBy, 1 with, & view to inspire fear. -Xor S difiod of

- Note's wries M Fartortoise shell the nominel fin
it e 13 pratiot. T s, imhobitant of Aget}
tomy ropoET ana Y lowest rate 51 rupees) for
wA & Sl “awﬂw e Vi v ‘.vaﬁﬁg: citenm-
selling o, Another wes fined 5 rupecs; and ano

m as"ht daye in oonf ement for petty ‘b’@“ 3]388_.“ _TWO

: suspicion, having

pos fog- DOK -
the Wrtoise:sholl they \
ling of theso loteer articles

o Rl ‘o IO GERRUCL D eras v pr h:
e nabitants of Agaty had outesed iato u contract

hed. taken as -soon 4%

o) to & merchant resident in Aliieny.

e A i I 1645 b e B,  Jod o
s fpgligrare wmmad(mﬂ;tmseu Thmge :
1. 3 minoi) i T fush o ke sy, Phe
el s mulotsd 400 supees, 800 rapees 100" rupses
C latl Wi mwmﬁiﬂm‘ym of
{rgrobe m&“@?"””ﬁ“‘?@"‘ e v with me) and
Dol by o s ot Bassoan ond

G mgmp ‘s velationw Weto mmm on & tour of the

sl | ; £ a pot of jaggery.. Bevéral - .
' with cowries tied up in the shape O . R for ok,
beeh m;“hmn& ' who hadpbeen, fined from 120 25.
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- islands toeraise charitable subscriptions to pay the fine. - The Kazes of
]

Androt the direct descendant of the first Missionary.

The Kazee’s dues are large in consideration of the heavy nazeranah, and

their losses were prominently urged on me by the old Kazee of Kalpenni
in reference to the desolation which has overtaken that island.

37. By the less well affected these titles are attributed to the avarico of
Notoon para. 178, the Canttanore House. ‘They are clearly Hindoo in
Local titles. their origin, and correspond .With the title of the
person sent by the Rajah of Cherikul to aid in the extermindtion of Portu.
Theis arigin, guese. The individual name merges for life in the

title. Under the changdd feelings of the people these
titles have been little sought of late at their price. A decreae in the

Liberality of the Boebee was alleged as the reason of this falling off, but

a gradual failing of the respect formerly felt for the family is probably the
proximate cause. A Patlor was created at Kalpenni in 1847 at an expense
of 200 rupees to the individual. '

. 88. An instance was urged on me in Agaty, in which it appeared that
Note on para. 181. Aboker Malimy left the island and resided with his
Tostances of attach- family in Calicut, from whence he made several trips

ment for pilot dues..

Beebeo. s sister’s property was attached and edministored by the

Karyakar for two or three years till & portion of the' aftéars Weré liqui-

dated. Other instances wére mentjoned. - = . L

39. This characteristioal interference with the liborﬁés?ot‘fﬁ;ars_on is still
Notoonpara. 182.  kept up. The right'to wear gold ornaments must
Wearing ornaments, be purchased by a naweranah of 25 t¢ §
&o. : once obtairted, it is hereditary. In Agaty soveral
instances were named in which the nazeranah had been paid within 20
years, and two or three within the last fow years. I
~ 40. T vogret to say that my information on thegmatter of salt was
Note on pera. 185 unsatisfactory, indeed the pructice seerus o be confliot.
Balt. - . sy Atone ﬂme it was 'monopolized. It seems the
islanders frofwently impoit it from Mah6 and Gos, and the Beeboe supplies
them with ealt from Argbis. Oné bost-owner had attempted to tattoduee
salt and was charged 30 per cent. as a duty thereon. , T
The people still wish the indulgence granted to people of the Oompﬁ@’ll
island to be extended to them, which shows they do not supply: themadlvos

: 80 cheaply as we can supply them at prime cost from the Governggiii

godown. * I B

~ 41. The people stated that they are freq'ueni&_ obliga& to take tobaoco
" Noteonpars. 18,  in part payment of the value of coir. MThe, aro

| Jeceive. tobacoo trom - Supplied with an order on Mahs on the Beshos's agent

‘ ::iaru in v,pymant for ::'l:.l:(is.and thence embark, it and ‘proceed. to ihe

;43 It eosurred about four years ago that about 30 bundles of tohmscé
- Mofsompate. 191, - were in 80 bad & state as to be unfit for use, in

T8 of tobagon: Part measured in & seer measure—were forced on
lmﬂe is yrged in the petitions, and I verified the fact fully. -

i
4

.:u~ ‘3, Y

‘ths

as pilot ; but withheld the ‘wsua] share from the -

1 rupées; bus..

45 Itap oate that wHen Ensign Bently visited the island in 1795 he found .

 Nebsoapen 9. " ipdy Androt, Kowrsty, and Agaty ; tho X2
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. P . native spirit.ao is
\ere is every Teason to belieye that in true native apimm »chim.. -
'1:34:539:;. 194.91‘,7 ever writtett off -or relinquished, bumﬂvmw;
o{’d dg&indba,lanoes. unbalanced accounts are kept nplﬂm1 of ndle; ;
nephew for generations. T4 is evident, however, that 8 gw‘;oé;l ua mﬁhﬂ,‘n{ ,
and resistance has been met with for some years; for instan it
oases regular bonds for the amount had been exacted, a thing h horto
unhearwme d of. The people on all the islands challenged the prodl}ctxon of the
et O T Yooks and the deteils of their debts ; said that they
Disputed. ?!ié'v&eimently applied to see the account of d«:)t;t agalli:.::
" them unsuccessfully. The tale of & debtor is not always worthy implia
it ; serious gripyance exists. AR
orﬁ?dﬁﬁbﬁ:ﬁﬁ of acdounts complicate the matter much. ITht?h' a‘:oilutn’::
kept on the islands may possibly in some degroo be_ accessib :; ough the _ .
llection may be made an engine of oppression by the ae::v‘:;. TR
QOTliobe kept by the Kariastans at Cannanore are not so. -2nd on ::00 b o
T2 T ihem 10 per cent. fromall coir isdeducted ot scoouist
10 per cent. lovied on editar) de’bﬁs’ofthsownﬁrs‘iqfﬁggﬁw;;
o om scosunt ofaid ©F the hereditary debls & 42 SRR
i ine 1y st Wwho, i i afrmed, aro all indebled on 4 Outuadie
owners- thrown on tMe - Dufter. ' The W,theirpaﬁoﬂl}"dlﬂﬁ'l‘v, ufe smong
pecple. - people who freight thmr bqats rics mtgeblt::ogu orﬁonéb
they receive it on the whole load; thus throwing the levy fqr' ?d ol g -
. them (the owners of the boats) on @en-: ependants,
NB—bs e i it is nob optional to freight or ast~ AH
inoreaves the deductions ~with whom it is not opul pli
0 31 per oént, on all ir g dmitted this fact and said ¢ that they themges !
tknagw ; thing, and they, therefore, dis fhe
¢ .ot owe any thing, ‘ ! .
d:;, exaction” ‘equally onall. 'The Kariastan who accom-,
toanded: mo: adiitted i, and merely “14 that dthg S

F the occasion of presentation. The Kariastan toldme -

&

that, of late very fow audiences had been sought.

% | the same species of administration in three °fth° '

d'on allowances of 48
KIS L DUy -In

S, 6 servants seut from the copst,
Ttee " frary, e Karyakar Vood vt of thg il
the allowanoes. ;,,;mhemryakm%:q:glgy@m iofty nldpdite,
oo noces have been reduded fo thet rate. <0 <. S
oo BTe e, T beliero e ne s ety
sore m fall héﬁviéztte‘don this Molgdhiery 6t Towest clsss,
e

6 hden fined 2 Tupees in Kowraby fust béfove tuy arrival
Gy i ,:;y-,'; ; ‘202 BRSO
pr

YRR

- the Kaxyskar for. withholding & Tab's ho, ‘tho
, mkai’adhéiﬁ ho Karysket admitted 1, 44 said
" it constitutod itk selery. 'ﬂiaxuyahts'aho ‘trade
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-and have balance of account against many. When Kalpenni wag destroyed
by the storm the public establishment, being without allowance, left the -

island, and the state of anarchy may be conceived when all the influential
people pounced on the little all remaining to their creditors. It was brought
o my notice, and I made them refund it. In Androt things were in much
the same stato; there was no protection of property. There is none of that
stability in the system which is required to meet such exigencies,

Note on para. 204. 48. The Monegar of the Company’s islands recoives

Cost of establishment 174 rupees per mensem, and the wholecsstablishment .

ir An}eﬂy Lslauds. costs upwards of 500 rupees per mensem.

Note on para. 206, 49. The anxiety of the people.that an end be put

_ Wish for proper estab- to this and proper Government servants be intro-
lishment. ‘ duced is very earnest. ,
50. The connexion of these with the administration of the internsl affairs
Note on para. 207, isa relif: of the immemorial and ancient form of polity.
Mookyastans, The existence of the body may become valuable still,
] ) but from what I have seen I doubt if at present their
m.ﬂuence. is beneficial. It is too great, and it is said the bargains driven
with their debtore are very hard. That efficient control so necessary as
well {o check as fo render their assistance valuable is v}anting. I have
had opportunity of testing these assessors in the Canara Islands, and valu-
able as they are as assessors, and important as it is that they be so used,
I must admit I have experienced considerable want of integrity. The native
officials gomplain that the intrigues of these men complicate and retard
business, and from what I saw I think that these remarks may be applicable
to the same class of the Cannanore subjects. The people openly complained
against them ; and the expression ‘‘our Mookyastans and Karyakars gx0
worse than our Rajah” was frequently used in open assembly. When I
. asked_ then-f what part they took in the administration. of jusﬁce they reﬁlied
they sometimes were and sometimes were not present, and wht;n the Karya-
kar fined a man, they begged off a portion. Instance‘wae mentioned in
Agaty where they had been the channel between the persans and the Karya-

kar. I aliould have heard more of these matters, but for the circumstance

that principal peéple of Androt being o} ged with assanlf and marder in

the Cowrachy case'which frightened all, lest they should sulter for OOCUEFINONS |

which might be considered irregular by me.

51. Al release from confinement being acompanied by & feo to. o

Note onpars. 200. Karyakar, the local judge, complaints are made i
. Police. e the power of punishment is put 1§ practics for the x
Oonficement foss.  of the customary foe (miarshady). R 1
. The case of supposed murder was that of & ¢hild for her jewsla. Yt
Gasos of heinus 0CK Place in Kowraty, the vietim was of the Chekyat
aime, heinous et family, and the perpetrator of the Kalampelly
family. The corpse was discovered, the perpetrator's

house wa; “Cowrachied,” and some jewels and a boat sold fo iven
L ORBe e, . & ' d 8 T or given
to the victim’s family, and the perpetrator’s plantation of 8 to 10 treesmwaé :

carried to the Pandaram account.

. Notaon pare. 310, . 52. Tho Belly Illat torture cﬁe, inwhinhm; Y
mﬁ cugital Cowzachy is said by the people of Agaty to have an(-l

- * ved, was for sorcery; and was.committed ALY Years a0
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It is difficult to say how frequently Cowrachy may have taker place -on
b ’ these islands, but it has been a species of punishment
Cowachy. which is occasionally put in practice. 'While on the
islands & case of the kind came judicially before me, which had created a
great sensation. This Iwas unwilling to increase by formal inquiries ; but
T ascertained that a Cowrachy had really taken place ; besides two or ‘three
others in Androt for offences against the Pandaram. In Kowraty, besides
the Cowrachy in Chakyat Illat murder case, & Karyakar had, about eight
days back, t~ken upon bimself to Cowrachy a house, &c., for some fancied
glight to himself. The property was restored, but the party stated that it
cost him as much as it was worth. : :

53. The summary confiscation of 40 yards of land all round the shore of
Kowraty is an instance. Others may admit of expla-

Note on para. 214. !
Summary settlement Dation. In Agaty the owner of a boat sold his boat to
of Bajal’s claim. an inhabitant of Ameny for 80 rupees without leave ;

and T heard that he was called on to pay the whole sum to the Beebee of
Cannanore, and eventually paid 10 r 15 rupees with fees to the Karyakar.
The plea being that the sale of the boat to a Company’s islander is an
offence. The fact is certain; of the principle of the punishment I could
not get an explanation. In Androt and Kalpenni the Pandaram land was
assumed as Rajah's jenmom from the people. On the coast the value of
improvements would have been allowed ; not so here. I, however, inten-
tionally avoided much enquiry into these circumstances. Last year some of
the islanders of Agaty were supposed to have sold some coir to the captain
of a Bagalah who had anchored off the island. One of them admitted
having sold & small quantity, the éther denied, but on proceeding with full
freight of coir to Cainanore the-coir of both was: confiscated, and their
persons placed in confinement, from which they escaped to Mangalore, and
thence to the group by the boats of Amendevy. I induged the Karyakar
to change this arbitrary proceeding into a fine, which has been dome I
believe. The fine was five candies of coir, value 120 to 125 rupees. I have
little doubt some smuggling took place. The fine was, I think, excessive.

54. The confession on which the Androt Cowrachy was ordered was

Nof‘: on para. 215. obtained by administering the test of bread, over

Confession by ordeal,  Which ceremonies had been performed by a member
' of & Sheik’s family. ‘ ,

Note on pars. 217. 55. The prevention of smuggling will depend -
« “Support of monopolies. ~entirely on -whether. sanction be accorded by Govern-
thont to the continuance of these restrictions or not. PN o
Note on pars, 219. 56. This expedition was headed by Chak Karya-
Espedition to Maldives. kar and starjed from Kalpenni. :
5% Gross misropresentation took place from the beginning relative "to
 The asseement isquite e value of Minacoy. Its whole revenue is said to
below, what'it ought to included in the 2,400 rupees which the Beebee repre-:
i‘" o sented to be the value of all territorial possessions on
the’islands. - But 2,000 rupees of this sum were admitted to be the rental
of .the Pandaram gardens on the four islands of the Laccadives proper, and

- probably the value.of Minacoy was not disclosed at all at the conquest.

11
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Meanwhile the whole plantatien of the island ought probably to have been
assossed against the Cannanore family, in addition to the profits %of an
exclusive trade; indeed the entire surplus produce of the island was
probably in their hands at that time.

Note on para. 228. 58, I learnt, however, that the people have
Falling offrin revenues accounted for very little revenue for several years
of Minacoy. past, and less than ever during the last year or two.

59. In the body of the paper I have given the amount, of Pgndaram pro-
On Pandaram pro- Pperty on each island. The plantations are formed on
perties. - ancient waste. It appears that the Pandaram
properties were formerly entrusted to the principal inhabitants of each
island against & certain fixed sum chargeable on the islands and payable
in coir: In this state Mr. Bentley seems to have found them in 1795, and
from what I learned on the islands this system appears to have been main-
tained till within & few years back. During this time the people improved
these gardens under the hope of the lease being continued to them, or
that, according to custom, improvements would be paid for. :
60. In Androt the rent was at one time at 750 maunds of coir (37 candies -
- And at 65 rupeede per candy), or 2,405 rupees; it was
- : gradually raised to 1,200 and 1,500 maunds (60 to 75
candies of coir) ; and still more lately to 2,000 maunds, when, as the people
aver, thoy were thrown up as they were unable to pay the rate. The gardens
have since (about five years ago) been under the management of the Kar-
yakars, who pull and store the fruit. The nutsare sent to Cannancrs, the
- husks are retailed for the manufacture of coir at 1} maunds of coir per
1,000 busks. 1 learnt that the sales are limited. What these gardens may
have produced since this change it is impossible to say, but from the dis-
satisfaction manifested by the Kariestan who accompanied me I conceive
it must have beenrmost unsatisfactory. It need only be said that no account
of the number of the frees was in existence. These plantations thus seem
to have been resumed by the Pandaram without remuneration for. improve-
\ ment according to the custom on the voast.

« 01. In Kalpenni the same conditions have prevailed; the rental of Pan-
- daram plantations was at one time 1,500 maunds 75

candies per annum), and was gradually raised. I did
notlearn whether the people voluntarily threw up the trees, or whether they

were resumed, but for several years prior to the hurricano they were .in .

the charge of the servants. The outturn, if what the Kariestan assured:
me be true, has proved unsatisfactory, being under a lakh of nuts per.annum
only. .

In these two islands only has the Pandararn up to this time established

clear possession and enjoyment of the trees claimed. In Kowraty & amall -

- portion ounly was actually in enjoyment ; however great the desire of the
Pandaram to obtain possession of the rest, it has not been poasible to 2
out the resumption. Whilein Agaty the waste is but imperféotly planm
and the Pandaram has not been able to establish itself in many of the
grdens claimed, against the influence of their occupants, who also planted

em out. o ,

33

Suhely is said to produce about half a lakh.of nuts per annum, and 30,000
or 40,000 nuts are brought from Bingaram and Tingaram.

These gardens are closed to the people, and there can be no doubt that a
better system would vastly benefit both parties. o

62. The immemorial rates*of freight are still current on the islands, and
General Note. ‘10. per cent, of t.he .article ca:n'ied—-whether coir
Freight, &c., exported or rice imported in exchange for sur-
o plus produce—is lévied as freight. The boat-owners

are, therefore, materially affected by any change influencing the value of
commodities. On the Company’s Island, where general trade is fres, the
boat-owner secures 10 per cent. on the market value of all cargoes, coir:
excepted. On the Cayanore Islands 10 per cent. ‘on the monopoly. valie

BS. A. P. .~ ms,a p, only is' obtained. A
Compeany’s Tsland. Cannanore Tsland, | i margin
" Freight of one candy Freight of one candy . comparative , al
‘of coir, being 10 of coir, being 10 : Bﬁl*tement shows  the
per cent. on met per cent.  on net relative position of the
receipts, about receipts, about Rs.
Rs T16.8-0  per 864 " o o919 g - bost-owners on the
candy . .19 7 Diger?{?o being Company’s- and Canna-
abou per cent. in
8001 Bochons nore f.[slands m. reg?,rd
subjects .. .. 0 13 5 to freight on coir which
‘ is monopolised i :
Total .. 1 9 7 Total ...1 9 7 polised in both ;

the difference amounts
to 150 per cent. Thus the carrying interest of the Cannanore Islands is
very much behind that of the Company’s Islands. Competition is strictly
prol‘nibited,' otherwise it would yuin %he Cannanore Island boat-owners,
63. The petty internal traffio.of sthe Pandaram, the tobacco monopoly,
Note on para.133.  collection of debts, fines, &e., lead to the accumulation
. Freight paid by Pan- 0f & cofisiderable quantity of ocoir' annuslly in the
daram., Beebge's godowns on’ the islands, varying probably
from 25 to 40 candies'in each island. The portage of this coir to the coast -
is done by the people in their boats; but under conditions by which they
consider themselves aggrieved. No boat starts without first freighting
any quantity of the stored. coir that may be ordered by the Karyakar ; 5 to
8 candies seem to be the usual quantity in each boat. Freight is allowed
by the Pandaram at 6 per cent. of the coir itself. This coir is commuted
into a rice payment at the monopoly rates, with all deductions for duty
From whichmore valy- 80d expenses, which leaves the actual freight about
able and return cargo 6} seers of rice per candy. This amount is very
10 per cent. 8 take. ghort of the freight paid on the same amount by an

islander. The loss is, however, made up in part by the allowances described
in Note 22. . '

L o

The boat-owner is responsible for the full weight delivered by the Karya.

kar, a1 d'x}m said that the loss by dryage on the passage is thrown on the

The Becbeo ‘pays no freight for any thing else. Her rice, gen

ATl other articles fres 8000UNtING to & fow hundred moodahs to each island,
of freight. must be delivered free of all charge. Thus on the
more valuable and less bulky article the boat-owner gets rio freight.
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o
In t.he ~ompany’s Islgnds the Government does not interfere in afy wa
No interference with With the freight of boats. No collections ei‘, coii

the boats on C *
the bos ompany’s whatever are made on the islands, and even judicial

fines are paid by sureties on
the coast,
On the Cannanore Islands all the coir, &e., is weiogalfzd on the island

o Doub(l,:e 'i’ﬁiilﬁing on bffore export, in order that no smuggling may take
annan . Place on the passage ; and each bu i
L ; ndle is mad, to
ordinanly cocat 8. :g;;}l,f t::;t:issﬂ;d tl:lm process, I believe thee (Illela’lay
. ully 6e days besides the ]
Rin Number799.48,  WOighing and arranging, for it 1 ag;igm;vggiﬁbi:

. annanore. On the Com y u 8
stéwed in bulk and only weighed once for all at %}ﬁ)’g:lg;ands the colr s

(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Head Assigtant Collector,

APPENDIX B.

- MEexoranouyM oF OrriciaL RECORDS.

On the 11th April 1792 the Chief and Factors report the reduct'ion
Chief and Factors to ©Of Beebes of Cannanore “by our arms,” adding
Governor-General,dated that “from motives of humanity she had been

March 1793. .
11:.)1; the Z:?eoﬁ of 8ssured of the personal safety of herself and family,

Malsbar Rajahs. As -‘and that no part thereof shall ever be put under

E:: b§°§i’£’a§b’§,’3§i{’m§? the authority of Tippoo, as she avers that the

cromby, dated 14th  QGread of his power and the influence of her hus-
February  1791—Pide N
Political Department, band were the causes of her conduct, which she

' 80th June 1794 has since severely repented. Her possessions

about Cannanore are small, and it may be a matter of policy and con-
ciliatory of the Mopillahs in general to permit her to retain these posses-
sions. She has also several ships with which she trades to the Lacca-
dives and to different parts in India. The customs at Cannanore have
been likewise levied by her ; your Lordship’s orders on this point will
be-acceptable.” o

Beebee of Cannanore gave in a statement of the produce of her
' property on the coast, which was entered at
30,000 pagodas in schedule appended to Treaty
of Peace, 11th March 1792, ’

But the Commissioners added that the Beebee of Cannanore’s “ trade

Chiof to the Commis- 10 the Laccadives is not taken into the account,
sioners, dated 18th S8ep- which must produce a considerable annual
tetber 1792. income.” They further reported that ¢ the Reebee
of Cannanore having deputed her Head Karyakar to compliment the

Extract from the Commissioners in her name, we took occasion to
Commissioners’ ~ Pro- noint out to him our superiors’ expectation that

2nd May 1792.

i b . P
g:etg:nl%z. Beptomber the Beebee should, according to her ability, pay
Vouoher 20. the Company a tribute for the possessions she

enjoyed under their protection, representing to him, as had been done
to the other Rajshs, their right of sovereignty acquired over her dis-
trict, not by alliance but by conquest, and that it was no less reason-
able that our superiors should participate of the advantages she
acquired from the Maldive (sic) Islands, if Government should not
think -proper to take possession of them for the Company.” :
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On bemg called on relative to the above extract “ to state what sum
Abetract of Commis- She was willing to pay as tribute for the posses-

sioners’  Proceedings,
g8

. - . .
dated 13th Ontaneriay,  Sions she held,”” the Beebee delivered a memorial

Abstract of Memorial, 1D bar of payment of tribute, urging the small. .
ness of her possessions on the coast and *few

dated 13th Uctober,
little islands,” her friendship for the

English, and the losses sustained

by the storming of Cannanore in 1784 by General McLeod, and the

Joint Commissioners’ Report, paragraph 24.
In the early stages of the negotiation
this plea sattracted notice, avd inquiry was
held, bat the resnlt was most unsatisfactory ;
and although the plea was not considered
“as oonetituting any obstacle to the Com.-
pany’s exercising their right and deriving
every proper advantage from their acquired
sovereignty over the islands,” it was left to
the decision of Governor-General to decide
whether it ghonld constitute any bar, On
further inquiry, however, Mr. Handley re.
ports, 15th Febroary 1795, that the allega-
tion was wholly groundless, and probably
made with ginister views.
This episode is, therefore, of no impor.
e, and a8 the records of the inquiry, &e.,
would swell this memorandum, ail that re-
lates exclusively to it is withdrawn, though

allusions may be found which are hereby
explained.

necessity which hig mulct had
imposed on her of mortgaging the
coir produce of the islands to
Chowakara Moossa(the Company’s
Commercial Agent in Tellicherry),
the assumption of certain of the
Laccadive Islands by Tippoo, and
her loss incurred by the Cherikul
Rajah having resumed the equiva-
lent granted by that prince in the
Cuntoor District. She appended
a statement of the value' of terri-
torial possessions on the coast and

private goods on the Laccadives,
which showed ‘“gardens on four islands, 600 Saltanee Pagodas, at
Rs. 4 each, 2,400.” On this representation the Commissioners recorded
& Minute, 19th October 1792, that Tippoo appears to have annually
mulcted her on account of her personalities and gains of her . trade,
“and included these annual mulcts in the accounts of the talook Canna-
nore, which being rated at 30,000 pagodas, seems to warrant ' the ‘sup-
position, as in the account delivered by Arsed Beg the territory of
Cannanore is only valued at 15,000 rupees, which by the accounts
received from the Boebee seems to be about the real value.”

“ Such, however, seems to have been the custom of Tippoo, and in this
light of some annual mulcts she seems to have felt the proposal made
to har of naming some specific sum to be paid to the Company as an
equivalent for the landed property she held and for the exclusive trade
she carried on to the Laccadive Islands; to lessen this a8 much ag
possible she endeavours to prove herself poor, and has¥or this purpose
introduced in her memorial assertions to this effect.” And.it was
agreed to refer to Governor in Council, with reference to Genetal
Molieod’s proceedings, for decision on  the arguments founded
thereon by the Beebee relative to the untaxed retention of the Imeca-
dive Islands.” They observed that  the benefit she derives from her
islands, exclusive of the gardens valued at 2,400 rupees, are through
the medium' of trade; she supplies them with rice, cloths, &e., and

receive in return the coir produced there - at the low rate of Rupees 85.

§
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per candy; the annual quantity is estimated at about 600 candies, and
the market price being about Rapees ,65 to 70, leaves, after every
deduction of charge, s handsome profit.” L .
* In a subsequent Minute the Commissioners obserwfed\thab the set-
tlement of the tribute to be paid by the Beebcie of
Co'llzlgis:g:::: gf", gléﬁ Cannanore was chiefly delayed by the preftensm.ns
January 1793. she put forward .on mortgage of her 1sla.n'ds.
And it was resolved to ascertain from the Governor (then at“Cahcut)
whether the appeal had been determined on. ‘And furt.her. to }xl'ecom-
mend to the Governor as soon a8 'practwal?le' to enquire into the p;'e- |
sent state, not only of the four islands remainng with the Beebee_a, ut
also of the three islands said to have been formerly granted to Tippoo
by the Beebee of Cannanore.” It will be observe?d.that all mentm.n
of the fifth island, Minacoy, is Suppressed.. And 1't is proba.ble’ that m
was not then known that one of the Maldives (Minacoy) was in thg.v
! i the family. - o
- ;:e:vzsnfzfther deteZmined to call peremptorily on the Beebee tci
treat for the future settlement of the country, as well a8 payment of fdr
arrears since the date of the cession, in default of which the Commis-
sioners will think it their duty to take such measures as m;a’y from her
Jooal resomrces secure the rights and dues of the Comp.any. o
On the above Minute the Governor intimated tha.t. it was h:; mte:;;
Minute of 9th January  tion on the return of the Morning Star to desps !
1793. © . Captain Pruem to make an ::::curate survey o
i -as recommended by the Commissioners. .
thi:zol::';lilj; :: the 8rd resoluf,iyon of their Minute of 9th January, the
: Commissioners wrote 'to Beebee of Cannanorg,
peremptorily directing her to attend at Qaﬁcut,
. 854 6rder that some settlement may be mad.e, as well .for w.hat is past
as for the future, or otherwise, if you continue to tmﬁfa thh. us any
longer and withhold your payments .(not, 1 rupee hav.mg, _since ‘thi‘
cession of your town, country, and islands, been. received in part of
your revenue), We shall feel it: .incnmbent‘on us, without farther del:hy:;
to adopt the ready means which we-hm.ze in dur power to s.ecm:e-t(; ‘
Honorable Company their undoubted rights un’de; the cessions ; bqt 1/:vna
hope that your conduct will not bx? snch'w:i to force us to.any © o
measupes than those of mildness, which we wish to ‘obs.erve towards you,‘
f0 that, yon may be rendered happy under the :egultabl? ;‘ule_qf th:_
Honorgble Company’s Government. Your speedy answer is required.’
In answer* to ,the above the Beebee of Cannamore sent two
:,'-n,, “Boobeo. -of Karyakars to treat, .and expressed ?xer bopes 'th&t-‘
Cannsnora to the c%:a; « you will de me the favor ta consider me a8 you
?a.l:du::: i;’oa?“éd ! " do other Rajahs. I'have. entreated this favor of
-~ the General ;7 she further pleaded poverty. _

'9th January 1798. -
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In reply* Commissioners direct her forthwith to despatch the |
* Commissioners 1o P€rson best informed of the state of your revenues,
3

" the Beebee of Cannanore i
Haco ahen aoammanore, and with whom you can entrust the arrangements

to be made for the future settleme i

nt of the tribut
you must pay to th'e Company, and for the liquidation of the 1;9: ;
arrears now due, which We expect you will immediately prepare for.” "

(ﬁmf::::;pi’;s :o obtain any information about the islands proved
s - 1
commmistionore 2;311 abortive, and Mr. Duncan (Governor-of Bombay)

Mav,.ch 1793. gave in an agreement, dated 26th February 1793
ar:nc‘lze;. b by the Beebee of Cannanore’s two agents on he;
Ea bi,ta,m to0 ;Tl 1?' :)ly the declaration on oath of Moossa (who is an in-
abtant of eflcl erry, ar?d a man of credit and to be depended om). as
e of all the said Beebee’s territories, as well as those on the

::n;ll‘n;?li; t: ete: hflllands ; ag.reeing to pay whatever he shall deliver
wluor popy ool on nquiry be otherwise ascertained to be their
Ml s i L ha:aimg 1spokerf to on the subject, Moossa * delivered
bad moves bo Lo c;n J & coir account with the Beebee, and as if he
2 b sppromints :}1 0 ofl')tam possession of the Laccadive Islands so
apponren o i eir full produce under his mortgage” And it
. set_luel that Moossa’s statement could not be relied on

8me 1mpossible to use his accounts, &c., a8 a test of the pro:

bable annual value of th i
ot o e e Laccadives. The whole representation turned

This negotiation

having failed i . ’
NA%B;;trBOt of Voucher s ’ the mtel‘pl‘eter was directed by .the
o. 63,

Commissioners to wait on the Beebee of Canna-
. . 't . . )
Negotiation  wity 2°T® 80d “ intimate to her that for the protection

Becbee of Cannan she mi
for: adiustmons EI0re might expect from the Honorable Company in

N;C:of;nef:l;ien revenue, ) :‘:Ii)ur: the_y must )ce,rta‘inly look for an ‘gnnual
(Dranee g8, 11th April ute suitable t6 the value -of her possessions

o at Cannanore and at th i
e L
pitulate the grounds of these just and reasonable 2;::;3:"?8’ and to reca-

her position as a “ conquered foe

- , whose po i : it
:z' lzgihez gf cor(;questz whereas the other ch?ef?ssi?&o:;t;:; izg)f:}imted
terminat;onm} ) hremmd.ed her that she had paid nothing since :lf:r
torminat ano’ 1;'t‘?lwa.r. And sf.ddgd that ““ the Beebee readily admitteg
o Ip Syhs ;1 © to a participation of what her possessions and trad
Tl o;;th . e also .telfdered & moiety of what she was prepar da .
mavo ont X ei;itlsemtonal possessions yielded ** together ‘Witl? 18 0(1);8
s ﬁ:.) ; th:;, share. of the produce and commercial ady. t’
accadive Islands,” which * tribute ” .y
the full extent she could afford. s sho stnted,

. e Com . . - . ) . .
e missioners were dissatisfied with' this offer on the ground
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1st—Because the territorial produce was understated (atterwards

cleared up satisfactorily) ; -and : |
2ndly.—Because the value of her islands * and the number of candies

_ of coir which they annually produced was now stated by her at only

700, whereas there is good reason to suppose they yielded some years

ago nearly 2,000 annually.”
They, therefore, directed Mr. Lafrenais to expostulate and inform the
Beebee ¢ that unless she made.more reasonable offers, we should be

~ obliged to sequester all her territories as well on the peninsula asin
" the Laccadives and Maldives, and that as she possesses no claims on the

Company,. but had on the contrary shown her ill will and ingratitnde
towards them in more than one instance, so she could not flatter herself,
and would not in fact find that we would be inclined to relinquish or to
gacrifice any of the rights of conquest acquired over her and her estate
by our Government, and that, therefore, her only. resource was to
conciliate its good will by fair and liberal concessions on her part.” '

Mr. Lafrenais reported, with reference to first point, & satisfactory
explanation.’ And, with reference to gecond point,
that the Beebee affirmed that ¢ the produce of the
islands, even before three of them were transferred to Tippoo, never
exceeded 1,000 candies of coir, and defies the contrary to be proved,”
and that she abided by her then made, statement. . .

Commissioners then proceeded to consider the assets.

Among the territorial possessions were enumerated—

N.B.—Inthofirstache- ' « Laccatlive gardens, being on the five islands

danle four islands only

are mentioned, probably that now remsin with the Beebee, producing 600

7th April.

‘Minsooy was mot con- Sultance Pagodas, at 4 rupees each, 2,400,” this

templated. If Minacoy | R N
be inoluded this state- sum, together with other territorial possessions on

ﬁ?ﬁ ;2?5&2" o:mfzg; the coast, made up an actual territorial income of
islands alone FBusign 8 680 rupeds, of which one-half represented the
Bentley found let for A

2,000 rupees. demand.

As to her trade they remarked that the Beebee asserts that her profits
¢ do not exceed 20,000 rupees per annum. But of this last article she
has delivered as yet no particular gtatement, though she has offered, as
already observed, to Mr. Lafrenais to make oath to the truth of it, as
well as to the accuracy of the above statement of her land revenues.

On consideration of all the difficulties of the case, the Commissioners
came o determination on the 9th April 1793 * to cause the Beebee 10
pay up the half of the revenues ghe acknowledges as above to be in
po_s‘session of for the two years, 966 and 967, that have passed since the
last conquest of her fort, and to make her at the same time enter into a
written engagement; subjecting her entire possessions in the Laccadives

“to be sequestered by Goverhment, if on our report thaﬁ shall be deemed
" an advisable measare by our superiors. : .

12
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“ The'sum thus in immediate demand from the Beebee is as follows :— '

“ 1st.—Half of her acknowledged land.

Income on the continent and islands ... 4,?;10 Aé ;;
o 4y

“ 2nd.—Ditto ditto from her commercial profits, 10,000 0 0

. K 14,340
which for 976 and 977 makes... ... 28,680 13 ?
“ The Beebee is likewise to si ing written ¢
' gn the following written en
which is also to be wit inci ini e oo
hich o o 0 be witnessed by her principal Agent or Minister, Coonjee
. “1, Beebee Balea, ‘the Princess of Cannanore and of the Laccadive
Gslands, &c., do acknowledge and give in writing that I will pay to the
overnment. of the Honorable English Eugt India Company the moiety
of whatever is the produce of my country according to the funds thereof ;
and out of the 20,000 rupees annual profit which I reap from my trad(;

with the Laccadives I am also to pay the half to Government, besides

?vhlch I do stipulate to pay in like manner the half of whatever further
income or profits from the said lands or trade shall be hereafter. ascer-
tained to accrue to me by the inquiries of the officers of Government

* “ And as it has been signified to me that after the rains a -gentleman |

18 to'proceed to the Laccadives to sequester them for the advant
the H(?norable Company’s Government, and to appropriate to th e
© the said Government all the produce thereof, I do, therefore A
submi? also to this if it shall be ordered by the’Govemo aéngage 1.;0
Council; neither shall I in any shape ‘object thereto or oth:; fane.ra?,fl. o
be so ordered I shall be ready to account for the true incomgmseé o
duce and to pay the same to Government, wherefore I ha o .PI‘O-
these few lines as a mochulka for the revenue of Government ’v’e Tten
Mr. Duncan informed the Commissioziers that he “ hag sem‘; h‘> I
preter Mahomed Hossin to the Beebee’s house to see he oo the
engagement as above récorded,” and reported to the Comr o cm‘;‘e ;l;e
the .Beebee of Cannanore has duly executed the enga emen;;lsmebn- t. b
her islands to be sequestered by Government, and fer Otnh, .suf Jegmlg
further .inquisition according to the translation thereof ’entee:' d@;ﬂ:}}"
proceedings.” And, further, that she had agreed in writine to ae
" Dated 29th Shabaan, Rupees 28,680-12-3; the arrear ¢ o
th April 1207 (1793).  the Malabar years 966 and 967.
The views of the Commissioners are stated at length in paragraph 243
re;’:::gmph 243 of the :lfl thelilr re(};ort. . After rgférring the diisli)on on
e alleged mort i issi
not.ice the wide difference betvgveen theg:sgt?r’na?;eogoilx:l:ogzlﬁ'zl;sutmelzs
torial possessions and profits of trade, as returned by the Beebefr;;
Cannanore, and the information which the Joint Commissioners had

of revenue due for
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before them ; from which 1t appeared that the islands supplied annually

Joint Commissioners 2,000 candies of coir instead of 700 as now averred
report, para. 246. by the Beebee of Cannanore. They proceed: “Mean-
while we took an engagement from the Beebee, binding her to pay to the
Honorable Company the moiety of what she had, as above noticed,
stated to be her public income from the revenue in kind and in money,

_ and the commercial products of her estates, both which, taken at her

resent estiujates, amount in favor of Government to Rupees 14,340-6-14,
“of which we also thought it fair, and did therefore insist (in view to the
peculiarity of her gituation as a conquered enemy) on her paying the
_ arrears for the two years of 960 and 967 that had elapsed since the last
reduction of her country by Sir Robert Abercromby, although none of
the other Malabar Chiefs have been required t6 pay auy thing to Govern-
ment prior to the beginning of 968; as we still retained considerable
doubts that the Beebee had not delivered a full account of her réceipts
and profits from the Laccadives, and thought it probable that your Lord-
ship might wish, for several reasons, to have those islands explored, we
cansed to be inserted in the engagement from the Beebee a clause
binding her generally to the payment of the moiety of whatever is, or
shall be, ascertained to be the produce- of her country, including the
half proportion of the profit that she reaps from her trade with the
Laccadives ; and farther reeiting that, as we bad, in consequence of the -
. doubts above suggested, announced to ber the determination of Govern-
ment to send, after the rains, a proper person into those islands to -
sequester them for the advantage of the Honorable Company’s Govern-
ment, and to appropriate to the use of the said Government all the
produce thereof, she doth also engage to submit and conform without
objection to this disposition, if such shall be ordered by your Lordship.
in Council, or to be ready, if .called upon for that, purpose, to account
for (what we caused to be termed) the true increase and full produce,
and to pay the same to Government, to whom-we have thus preserved the
right of making every further scrutiny that may be deemed advisable,
which may eventually compensate for the trifling amount of the Beebee’s
engagewents ; concerning which we shall in this place only further
remark that, however inadequate they may appear when compared with
the 30,000 pagodas of Tippoo’s schedule, yet it was not without a con-

.+ siderable degree of perseverance and some show of determination on our

part that we were able to conclude with her even as we have done ; for,
independent of the paucity of her apparent means, her situation, as a
subdued and widowed princess at the head of a young family, and
reverenced by all the Malabar Mopillahs as thechief of their tribe, render
her at once 8n object of compassion and respect; and she had so well
availed herself of these laudable grounds of general sympathy towards
lier (in which we conf’ess that we participate) as, aided by the };leas
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which in combination with Moossa she set up relative to the Laccadives,
to have hitherto avoided paying any thing whatever to Government for °

the period of upwards of two-years that had elapsed since the last
reduction of her country by the British arms; which arrear we have,
however (as already noticed), thought it our duty to cause her to
account, for at the same rate with the current year’s revenue, so that up

to September 1793 she will have paid about 43,000 rupees to the

Company’s Government.” o

The settlement of the Joint Commissioners above detailed was in
Supervisor to Nor. AITear .for 96.7 and 96'8. For the next year, the
tzl;i;n.hns:g‘eri?;;:dent, Supervisor directed that a similar settlement be
i TP made “ for the year 969; and that the sum of
Rupees 10,000 be levied for our half of the exclusive trade to the islands
and 1,200 for her gardens—this being half of 2,400, at which she
values them.” '
And the Beebee of Cannanore expressed herself very willing to
Northern Superintend- P8Y immediately whatever ‘that taluq may be
g;:yt%g:.}»ervisor. 27th  assessed for the Malabar year 969, and also the

‘ ;. 10,000 rupees for her exclusive trade to the Lac-
cadives.”” The settlements for the first three years were provisional.

The Governor-Géneral reviewed the Commissioners’ reportin 1794 and
observed (paragraph 40) that * the next article that isleft by the report

Extracts and abstracts 0 the consideration and orders of this Government

from the review of the relates to the estate of the Beehee of Cannanore
- Governor-General in

Council of Joint Com. ON the peninsula and in the Laccadive Islands ; and
ﬁmig::“' do oo MoTe eSfpecia,lly'to the exercise of the Company’s
March 1794, to Governor  Tights in virtue of the Beebee's state of subjection

. of Bomba\)'- during the late war, and of her _engagement
entered into with the Commissioners (as per the 246th paragraph of the
. general report) to take possession of such of these islands as still remain
to her, being those that had not been, previously to the breaking out
of the late war, occupied by Tippoo Sultan.” Enough had been elicited,
he observed, in reference “to the plea founded on the pledge deed, to

- destroy any important remaining degree of force and validity to a deed
which from the first does not seem to have been acted on, or conformed

, to, by the parties themselves in respect even to the mode or price of the.

This waa farnished by fut;ure recelpt;lsir of the coir, which is the object of
Mr. Handley’s report, ib.” But he directed (paragraph 42) that farther
%ﬁhef",ﬁiﬁﬁn 1795. " information be furnished relative to Cliowakara
cessary, - Moossa’s allegation.

It was further ordered (paragraph 43) that «
are proceeding—after advising the Beebee of our
her concurrence and co-operation in their exec
an intelligent and duly qualified person or p.

whilst these inquiries
instructions, requiring
ution—you will depute
ersons in one of your

\

- 1795.
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izers to pr(;ceed to and make as full an investigation as possible into
cruizer.

‘the state and produce of such of the Laccadive Islands as remain still
° (2]

; t of which investigation we
bee’s government ; the repor
Undel‘s:h;ofiz transi;t to us, together with the result of the other two
reque ‘

heads of inquiry above pointed out, whereupon we may ultimately
~ hea .

decide relative to their future management, as well as concerning the
- , hich the Beebee ‘of Cannanore can on the whole be

annual FOTE ol ith to the Company.”

permenertiy as;z::;dw‘:; placed at the disposal of the Supervisor for
Tho Queen employment on the survey of the Laccadives ; and

visGo(:e;s:; tge‘ilg’gé; he applied for the servicfas qf Ensign Bentley of

1794, com. the Engineers ‘“to examine mt.o the present state;

mf:gi;igmgrﬂi::r, asrd  thereof with respect to population, extent, natura.

. 2 N
Deoember 1794. Beebeo  PTOGUCE, trade and meanufactures.” And the
" Bupervisor to Beebe :

of Cape riore, dated 24th  Beebee of Cannanore was requested to send persons
O! 0,

December 1794. acquainted with ‘the navigation to conduct- the

ship to the islands, and to give orders for such assistance a.é the Com-

" mission might require.

Lieutenant Bentley was directed to report ‘as soon after your

arrival as you shall be enabled to give the
Supervisor’s inetruc-

. tions tb Ensign Bentely, inforwmation, whether or not the service is likely to

dated 2nd January 1795 proceed without any material obstructions either

“on the part of the inhabitants or from the secret influence of the .

Beebee's Agents.” And he was directed éa.re{'ully to avoi'd 'la.ndmf on
or interfering with the inhabitants of Tippoo’s 1{sla.nds. His mstrucf 1:1113
proceeded : “ you will perceive that B parmcul.a.\r knpw}edge o ; ]
natural prod'ucts of those sequestered isles, their quantity and value

‘constitutes a primary object of the wishes of Government. Every

information you can procure on this head, as well as in regard to their
general gtate in: point of population, government, trade, and manu-

. factures, will prove of ‘importance, and must, therefore, claim your
. ] ‘ ]

i ttention.” o
00;‘&:;1(1’:;11;‘; Bentley started on the 4th and made the islayds on-the )
6th January 1795 ; and reported having “since
From E“‘?ig':- B?:::X been employed in examining the natural produce
Zondi:,peﬁltsho ‘Jaonary  of the island, inquiring into its tra.(_ie, gf)ven‘;ment,
and manufactures, and in surveying its circum-
feren'ce."’,‘ He promised further report, an_t.i added that 1%‘3 had “ every
reason to expect the service will be cwrrl.ed forw?,rd .wn;h the utmosfb
facility, and that it will secure every asmstapw in his (the Beebee's

1 “ \
inan’s) power to afford.

Lieutenant Bentley made his report on his return from the;isla.nd )
' which he prefaced by a few remarks on Tippoo's
En,ii gl:ubmi‘t?ee;ufgt: islands. Ameny, he learnt, contained about 1,000
rAeggl j795. inhabitants and manufactured 350 to 400 candies
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of coir.  Kiltan and Chetlat contained each about 100 souls, and manu-
factured 36 candies of coir each. Kadamut was uninhabited and
unplanted. .

Lieutenant Bentley reported more fully on the
Beebee of Cannanore’s Islands. ,

Agaty, he found, produced cocoanut, castor-oil plant and plantain,
with popay. Population consisted of 180 families, supposed to number
about 900 souls. The manufactures consisted of coir, oil, mats, chunam.
The exports comprised of 250 candies of coir and fow cowries, jaggery,
&c. And the establishment consisted of a Karyakar and Writer, whose
pay was respectively four maunds of rice to Karyakar and two to
Writer, who also receive certain contributions from the people.

He inspected the uninhabited islands of Bingaram and Tingaram, for
the produce of which a sum to the amount of 400 rupees (paid in coir)
was charged against the people of Agaty on account of these islands
and of Beebee of Cannanore’s othér property. No compensation is
made for labor.

Androt (Aunderoo) produced, he found, besides the above, also bread-
fruit trees, coarse grain, cuddapilas or, Morinda citron tree. The
population was 250 families, comprising about 1,250 souls. Beebee’s
private property was charged on the people at a rental of 400 rupees
per annum. Fixports were 350 candies of coir, jaggery, &c. Imports
rice, &c. The establishment and its expenses were the same as in
Agaty—with similar cesses. '

Kowraty (Cabuty) is described as similar to the other islands in every
respect. Vegetable products were cocoanut, breadfruit, and lime trees,
coarse grain, &c. Population consisted of 200 families, or about 1,000
soals. . He found the principal people of Kowraty charged with a sum
of 400 rupees per annum for Beebee’s property on the island. Ezports
consisted of ‘300 candies of coir, some cowries, Jaggery, &c. Imports

Abstract thereof.

rice, salt, tobacco, &c. The establishment was the same as elsewhere— -

with similar allowances, and the same contributions from the people.
Kalpenni was peopled by 270 families, or about 1,350 inhabitants.
He found the islanders charged in the sum of 400 rupees (paid in coir
or cowriés) on account of Beebee’s property. Exports consisted of 350
candies of coir and cowries, He found that the same restrictions of
trade and disadvantageous rates of payment obtained everywhere. The
Karyakar of this island being an inhabitant was on hulf the ususl

allowances, but he was exacting the same cesses as the foreign officials .

on other islands. 3

Lieutenant Bentley visited Minacoy and found it physically similar
to the other islands. Vegetable products were, however, more various.
Breadfruit, lime, plantain, supary, and junglewood grew readily. The
population consisted of 400 families of 2,000 persons. The internal
management was on the same footing as on the other islands, the

" Becbeo's property being u
* produce at the expense of the people,

- allowin
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g under the Karyakar, who manufaciured the
and remitted from 600 or 800 rupees
o0 about 400 candies of coir, cowries,
gnw:lalziy;.h T%Z?ﬁiﬁieﬁ?ﬁﬁ?&elve boats in which they traded with
rie .
Ben‘gal‘ it Bentley reportéd that great care had been taken in getting
"Ll?ufi'; enanti n which he collected and believed to be corxfevct. ) He
e o Orlllnzc't(;le annual export of coir must at that time have been at
?h(:::ve‘i ;6?) candies. The information obtained relative to the cowry
east 1, -
tmd'e‘ . detﬁc];eer:t;ley carefnily ‘ascertained the state of the perle’s
Licutenan feelings towards the Beebee's government and
their expectation from the British ; a'nd reported :
« The general information I received respec.tmg those islands I had-
at Underoo from one of the chief men of the 1s'1and, nameq Coot}assax' ;
with this I had every reason to be sa,tisﬁed', as in all. material p?lnts 1:
perfectly agreed with the particular informat}on Ireceived at the dd.fere.n
islands. This man, after expressing to me in strong terms t.;he miseries
to which the oppression of the Beebee had reduced the mhablt;.m};]s,
declared that from the surrender of Cannanore they 'had expecte lt e
arrival of the English at the islands, a,m.i that from such mterferzn:e al 1?ne
could they hope for a comfortable subsistence i:,o themselves an amilies.
« I very particularly inquired at every 1slan'd into those Cll'O}lllm-
stances to which he had forcibly drawn my attention, and I everyw here
found the same misery amongsi the ‘people, and f;he”same anxious
confidence of relief from the interference of the Euglish. < .
In submitting Mr. Bentley’s report to the Government, the upervisor
C el remarked ; It is scarcely necessary to mention
,,of‘"?i’?iﬁiﬁﬁ,eé’lfeﬁ that the imhabitants of the }slands 'msh' for and
15th April 1795 expect to be relieved from their sufferings in conse}
quence of the monopoly of their cuir manufactures by f)hg Beebee l())
Cannanore, and that many advantages must- result to the om;ﬁgi 1;{;
g freedom of trade to the isl'anders ; 11;'degd0;p:$sg:'i1; ded i
1 ally just as necessary to rescue from ; -
;:1; :szzzr:;;idserr;ble portion of newly acquired subjects a,ll'niasuri,
considering their inclination and interests, of easy accomp 1: Ozlxlxe;:) .
although, of course, the Beebee would expect some compensati
the loss <;f the most lucrative branch of her com::e;:'cez. o
In reply the Governor of Bombay stated 'that, 0 is of opinion
: the inhabitants of the islands ought to be relieved
morn 'esnii?éf’,{er:ﬁ " from the oppressions of tlie Beebee of Cannanore,
gﬁ":?i;m oth June1795. ong gllowed the same freedom of trade as the
Becorded 7th Jaly. g higets in the province. of Malabar enjoy, and thS
game has been submitted to the consideration of Governor-General.

* 9th December 1795.
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Lieuteriant Bentley’s report was submitted* by the Governor in Council
* Lotter 30th May Of Bombay to Governor-General of India, whose
1795. N replyt acknowledges its receipt, and adverting
27&%1@‘*53;? William, ¢, the objects of this survey, the confirmation.
Recorded September Tesulting from it of the grievances sustained by
28th. the inhabitants of the above islands, and the
Supervisor’s remarks upon it in his letter of the 15th April, we cannot
hesitate to direct, in compliance with your recommendation, that the
monopoly of the trade of the several islands dependent on Cannanere
be immediately abolished, and that the duties on imports from them,
as well at Cannanore as at other ports on the Malabar Coast, be regu.
lated in like manner with the duties on imports from other places.

¢ Our conquest of the territory of Cannanore, as well as the subse-
quent cession from Tippoo Sultan and the agreement entered into by
the Beebee with the Commissioners, will fully authorise adoption of
this measure, and moiety of the duties hereafter levied at Cannanore is
the utmost the Beebee, under ber agreement, can be entitled.

“ It may, however, in consequence of the abolition of the present

monopoly of their trade, and of the correction of all oppressive abuses -
of authority on the islands, be practicable and just to make some -

addition to the direct revenue which the Beebee now draws from them.
This revenue, which appears to arise from the prodace of lands, the
immediate property of the Beebee, on the different islands, is stated by

Mr. Bentely to amount on the whole to Rupees 2,400, which corre- |

sponds with the account given by the Beebee herself to the Commis-
sioners, and on which her revenue to the Company was fixed at an
half as stated in No. 63 of the Appendix to their general report.
Previous, however, to any determination on. this head, we propose

that the Supervisor be instructed to consult with the Beebee on the .

best mode of managing her several islands in future, and to settle
, with her such plan as may appear most conducive to the ease and
security of the inhabitants, and, at the same time, as beneficial to
the Beebee and the Company in point of rent and revenue as a due
regard to her rights and those of the islanders (computed to be in num-

ber about 6,500) will admit, reserving for the Company a moiety only -

of the total amount receivable by the Beebee in strict conformity to
her stipulation.” '

On receipt of these instructions, the Supervisor
addressed the Beebee of Cannanore :

»

“ In consequence of the accounts transmitted by me to the Govern-

80th September 1795. ‘

ments of Bombay and Bengal of the state of the Laccadive Islands,

the Supreme Government has deemed it just to meliorate the condition
of the islanders, and to place them on a footing with the Company’s
subjects in Malabar by abolishing the monopoly of the trade of the

\
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sovbral islands dependent on Cannanore, and regulating the duties
on import from them in the same manner as from other places. Should,
however, the measure diminish the revenue on which the share pay-
able by you to the Company was fixed, it may be necessary to .make
some alteration in the jumma received from you, and al:i,o tq.make
other arrangements to secure the safety and, ease of the inhabitants,
and make them as beneficial as possible to you and the Comp_any, for
which purposes I shall, as soon as my present time may admit, me'et
you at .Cannanore ; and for the present you can send me a confidential
minister well acquainted with the islands. I way be able to prepare
some plan to embrace the objects above recited.” )
" In reporting the purport of the above address to the Beebee of
' ' ‘ Cannanore to the Governor of Bombay, the
_ Supervisor added : “I likewise propose.despatch-
ing one of the first express boats that may arrive on this coast from
the Presidency to the Laccadive with proper persons to impart to
the islandérs the favorable intentions of Government towards them,
as well as the intended agreement of measures here of their relief and
future security.” o , . : _
The above correspondence passed in the latter end of September, and
‘early in Novembet the Governor of Bombay himself appears to .have
been on the coast. The Beebee of Ca,nnanore applipd to him direct, -
«To ‘Homorable the Ppraying* that an interview might be allowed to,
Governor (st Calicut), }op ut guch place as he might direct to enable her

Beobee of Canna- 1 R
:f:ro(;‘: datod 14th Novem- 0 lay her grievances before him. But the Gover-

Same date.

" bar 1795. Rebee of Can-  BOT had not time for a personal interview, ‘and
JJ&?,’ZM 24th Nov-  referred her to the local officers, whovwould report
embar 1793. « the particulars of your situation, and also make

some adjustment with you relative to the Laccadive Islands. .A.nd you
may rely that, consistently with the Honorable Con.lpany’.s rights and
the general welfare of the inhabitents, your situation will always be
duly attended to.” : ' .

- From the proceedings of the Governor it appears that “the Beebee
of Cannanore came nevertheless to Calicut, in consequence of which the

- following proceedings took \p’lace :—Went this day xto‘visit the. Beebee

: her balance

« 795, ©of Cannanore and urged her to pay up 3
Fo et the Besbes which she said she would do but that she had a
of Caunénore.”: claim on the customs, and was only in atrear like

' the btl{ér Bajahs of Malabar ; she then delivered & letter containing the

,particnlars. of all her claims, to which she requested an answer,” in

ich she -~ - _ , " o on k
Whé%hmplaiuea., fifatly . of the enbancement of the jumma made on her
' A‘ 3 6 of the peti coast territorial possessions by Mr. Handley for
ﬁon.b"h, b _ M.K. 969, although the collection of customs had

13
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been asswined on account of the Company that year, and urges that
her representation, to be allowed the same indulgences as the other
Malabar Rajahs, bad not met with support. |

2ndly.—Urged her claims on the Rajah of Cherikul on various counts,

and among others for the land granted to her by Tippoo in exchange
for the Ameny Island of the Laccadives ; and .

8rdly.—That in October last your petitioner received a letter from

« Bubject of the Lacca- e Supervisor, saying the Company wish to have
dive Islands in general.”  the trade of the island, and ordered your petitioner
to send a man of sense to Calicut to- settle this; your -petitioner is &

woman whose distress are many, and from this all her people who

formerly managed her concerns have left the service, and is alone
without help or friends that can assist her; therefore your petitioner
relies on your honor for support in her right and for a maintenance for
herself and for her distressed children, and that they may enjoy that
protection which has been given them by the Company.

“On my taking leave of the Beebee she requested I would send a

person of confidence to her to discuss the several subjects of her
application since, as she observed, she could not expect I would come
overy day. '

¢ In reference to the Beebee of Cannanore’s reqnesf of yesterday,
referred her application to Lieutenant-Colonel Dow, to whom I delivered

the following memorandum of instructions :—.

«“ Memorandum for Lieutenant-Colonel Dow. -

«T refer you to the Beebee of Cannanore’s address to me on the
several points she wishes to have settled ; and as all these points are
discussed in the Commissioner’s report, I wish you to take each of them
up from the information therein contained, and adding thereto the
proceedings since held, which Mr. Rickards can furnish you with,’i;o
discuss their adjustment with the Beebee accordingly, and to let me

know what may be advisable in respect to the several points thus at °

1ssue.

“ Besides which it is my wish to obtain from the' Beebee her full
assent to the introduction of our Government into and over the Lacca-
dives, as she has, indeed, long ago engaged for, _whe_nevér it shall be
demanded, and to engage her more willing assent it may be stipulated
that she ‘shall still retain all her own landed property therein (as per
particulars thereof included in the schedule on the Commissiopers’
proceedings, and referred to in their report) free of revenue, in all time-
to come, and she will, of course, remain at liberty to trade thither in
common with the Company’s other subjects ;.and the i-equest she makes
in her address above referred to, about herlands in Rardutura, may also

be in that case acceded to, provided you find it absolutely necessary
to 6btain her consent as ta the Laccadives.”
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Mo Honorable J.  Colonel Dow reported the resalt of this mission
Duancan, 1st December 4} o 9t December 1795.
1795.

" «T have waited on the Beobee of Cannanore and discuss.e;d1 t};e
geveral points coptained in her -'a,d'dress to you, togethel;‘ wit the
proposition concerning the adwmission of our Government over the
La‘(‘;c];’g?ir: Istla;:dsi;vvo conferences 1 had on these subjects with the
Beebee 1 ?cumd her perféctly adverse to resign the sovereignby of ;he
islands, and she oxplicitly declared that she would neve: 8'1:’19 ;’:
willing assent to this demand ; she expressed & due respect and °u

" mission to the commands of the Company ; she declared her readiness to

i *mi i for
i regulations that Government*might t:hmk necessary
recer&na;Ybnt insisted that all judicial order relative to them'should
:)he ;mex’m'icated through ber, for the faithful execution of which she
0
Y nsible. :

woclsllsdh:l:;}:loon this hep.d'fh'at it was not for the sake of revenue she
opI;OSBd berself to your wishes, although she allowed this was an

, mportant object for her family, but her chief motive proceeded from the

disgrace which would appear in the eyes of tho country to be inficted

 her. 1held out all the advantages that would be insured to her
s .

; rfully assented to the introduction of our Govern-
' rov:d:i:}vl:iﬂf::: eﬁ'ezt ; and I was only able to obtain that she would
nllfl;;é ton persons, oub of which number we might s,t?lect one..a.nd.
(;i:e him instructions as msy be judged pl'op‘er.. This pl‘OpOBlthJl
caz?%fr:a}:;iigll would take the liberty of recommending, that th'is
di ° measure ghould be accepted until we have leisure t.o. ascertain
e mmu the nature and value of the Laccadive Islands, as it appears
more fa yblemaxt;icﬁl at present whether their produce would defray
oy " o8 of a regular government. This would also give time to
.th? ex‘fn;eebee into our views and dissipate her fears, for she is now
bn'ng s larmed that we have other designs, besides the mere intro-
eﬂd?nﬂy: ur Government. It is almost impossible, and time alone
duetio” © h?ar comprehend our liberal and enlightened policy.”
caql-l' maéiiomme 5. Colonel Dow again addressed the Governor
Dunoan, 6ib Decemb®® yyoro fully. n i
_179‘5‘.Th B boo certainly did not agreb t0 adl'mt a free trade into. l.mr
. 8. 563 the contrary expressed an aversion to the measare, which
xlslglad:b’:'{l;:é’; apon her*as thero was 1o ap pearance of ‘her present

acquiescence ‘Hereafter I have 1o dg Mo brought into

this and thany other peneficial vieys
« Being. well -wquainted how #p

their engagement, T took the_ q .

with me in the severgl meetin 3




100

Verbai Agreement of Addey Rajah Beebee to Lieutenant Walker.

“ I, Addey Rajah Beebee, do hereby declare

that I give T itli
assent to the following particulars, viz. :— ' give wxllmg
“ I fully and freely consent thata person ma ' '
e y be deputed
Honorable Company, to the Laccadive Islands, to reside i:i:rz inb({rg‘:

to ascertain their revenues, commercs, government, and to exami
». ine

into all circumstances relating to the'_products of those isiagxd& TLalo

promiseto order the inhabitants of the Laccadive Islands to furnish
information on the above points without reserve, and to assist, agu::mh
as lays in their power, the objects of the inquiry. ¥ B8 ThRe

|

< T have entered into this agreement under the full o .
B . ost .
that the English Government have no unjust views on my ;:?v{:&egzie .

but on the contrary, by admitting a i
: ary, ; , person to examine i
deliberately, my situation will be rendered secutre and perma::rfgthmg

Tt cannot be gathered from the records why this negotiation was
L) A

* From Governor in broken off, or w i
Council, to Commirsion- : hether any steps were taken to

) carry out these concessions,

:;3 7.8@1 28th Aogust O2TTY cessions, so far as tiley went—
From Governor in :

Council, to Commission- to ascertain whether any further correspondence

ers, 9th October 1797. i iect :
+ From Com!enissioners emste.d on the SubJect, but _the l'eply‘l‘ shows
t6 Government, dated that it does not appear whether Mr. Stevens, th.
12th October 1797. - Supervisor, met the Beebee of Carnanore for, th:
purpose mentioned in his letter of the 30th September 1795 to the

Besbee of Cannanore, or whether she deputed any person, as diregted. .

Digficulty in realising the revenue from the Beebec of 'C'a,nna,nore

From the correspondence noted in'the margin it appears that under a

Beebee of Cannan to C jesion- JW
ers, dated 18th Janp(;rz; Teaeon jummahbundy made by Mr. Handley

Beebee of Cannanore, to Northern in 1798, in accordance with the

Superintendent, dated 9tH February 1795. original agreement with the Joing

Beebee of Cannanore, to Northern o
Superintendont, datsd 20th June 1795. Commissioners, which subjected her

Beebee of Cannamore, to Northern territori i
" Buperintendent, dated 30th June 1795. . fories to further scrutiny, the

Boebeo of Cannanore, to Northers 8Ssessment . on the Beebeo ' of
‘Buperintendent, dated 21at October 1795. Cannanore’s coast - properties w
. ) vas

enhanced by.about 2,000 rupees per annum for the year 969-70. T

this enhancement she objected, and further claimed to be placed on tho
same footing as other Rajahs of Malabar in respect t6 Malikhan Z
allowance of one-fifth from the revenues of her estates and quingquen: ?al
leaso. The Superintendent reported that— . T

« ¢ Although repeatedly informed in persdnal<.conferenc 8 that it wo

, e8 that

I vain fm:‘ kiot'to expect to be placed on the same footing as 'ti,;totv}z::
Native Chiefs (agreeable to the request contained in her first léftér) from

\J'c"‘ LN, '

probably not. A reference was made to Bombay* -

“nore, dated 6th ‘Ap!

diffculty in

* ¢he collection

10l

h she must well know, still she persists in urging this

uses whic )
;’:)int in her subsequent correspondence.’ It appeared further that

there is an arrear for 969 (1795), being 2 .bala'nc.e of nearly one-fifth
“of the revenue, ¢ which it is very probable she
el;ir:gndga’otr?:gcll 2{8):1: retains till she receives 8 final answer to her first
el
gu]y 1795. letter, and as she b;] no means seems to rest
tisfied with what 1 have informed her; » measures had to be taken
:Z enforce prompt payment of these arrears, and a plan of binding her |
to future regularity by signed agreement Was carried out.
° irregularity, bowever, recurred in Tespect to the payment
4 .
The same i i . of revenues in 1796,
Northern queﬁ&ﬁendent, to Bochee of Cannanore: ‘a.nd the same objec-
duced Gﬂ;Ai:: li’C;nn'anora, to Northern guperintend- tions and claims were
! 20 . .
| frdzed 15th April 1796.- - guperivtend- persisted in. Most
F Boelee oF Cannanore, to Northern 8upe volumino res ]
Ergmted obeo o tember 1796 o 4iied 12t luminous correspon
enﬁro; Beebee of Cannanore, to Mr. Coward, dence appears on record
septembgreelggg " £ Cannanore, to Mr. Coward, dated 20th  hetween the Beebee of
om .
Sepheﬁlb%r 1523.“ Ganuanore, to M. Cowsrds astedgoth Cannanore and lti: local
from Bee d
August 1796 ore, to Mr. Coward, dated 1st oﬂicex:s on W she
" From Beebee of Cannanors . conceived to be her
O llggg'hern guperintendent; to Beebe® of Geuna-  orievances, &c., and in
Norshern Su;?ag&teudent, to Beebeo of Camna-  Tespect to the collection
Fror® ted dh August 1796- Boebes, of Cannae  Of the outstanding’
O vom Northert Buperintendents to Beebos, At 1 b
Fron tod 11th September 1796 Cominissioner balance. ength a
*From Nortbers B;’,p:fm“am’ o 0 "™ gevere warning* had to
dated 7th-S'e!3:":: 0;; lhIo;thern Spperintendent, dated - be given . “We have
18:1;080;‘::;;81;91- 1796, 2nd para. N already been so explicit
B ibility of the Rjahs and Chiefs being allowed
ndsitive inadmissibility of J X "
as to f’he Pi&; in arrear OB their qmnquenmﬂ] lease to R;.aja.h of Cherikul,
to run o’I‘;’ beo of Canpanore should be informed .that if they find any
and the Bee fulfilling the terms of their respective engagements, the
11 have 1O objection 0 the resuming the manage.ments of
Company W! a relieving them from the burthen, and that if a ready
. s an s yielded to the former the latter will be insisted ons’
compliance be 104 ¥ The communication of these. sentimentst to
+ Northern BS“IS::";} ‘Beebes of Cannsnore'elicited & memorial] 1;& \:hach
ondent to 85 ims serfatim.
”g::,:::m, anted 35th _ ghe repeated ber grievances snd claim

vember 1796- . obi 1st to the enhancement (about
j;g;?‘“‘“?“‘ '9?tz°ber Q’O%}(;ergsiiz;eif the jutmmsa dn'. her possessions
0 tix :»co;s“'b% ma.de by Mr. Handley in »1793,'wh1c.>h raised .l}er d.emand
un the OF a moieby of profits on Ladcadive trade mcl}mye) to
(195000 rupees 25 sond Of 14,340 rupees a8 it bad been fixed in' arrear
16’251;7 ::I")O;:;:‘: oy 91.9'2’. by the Joint COmmissioners and continued

e [N - ’ o ‘

i;:)l;' M K. 968 (A.D- 1798). -
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2nd.—To pay duty on coir, half of the profits of which she pays to '

Company. _
3rd.—She claimed to be placed on the same
of Rahandatura with reference to her jumma on those lands.
4¢h.~—She revised her differences with the Rajah of Cherikul; first,
sbout Canatoor and Coruchella; second, about certain properties in
Cherikul ; and, thirdly, claimed that he be made to give up certain
lands made over to her in virtue of Tippoo’s Sanad in,lieu of four
islands on the Laccadives which he had resumed.

. 5th.—Prayed to be placed on the same footing as other Rajahs of

Malabar.

In consultation* the Commissioners resolved, “in order to put an

s Minate, 8th October ©0d to difficulties of this kind in the realisation
1796.
due in fature,” to issue directions to Northern Superintendent to
revise Mr. Handley’s enhancement of the jumma which was fixed by the
Joint Commissioners for 966-67 (in arrears) and continued for 968.

Commissionors  to . Y@ have to desire that you will examine the
Northern Superintend.. ground and particulars thereof, which you must,
ent, 8tb October 1796. "¢ * ourse, find upon the records of your division
86 as to form a judgment whether the increase upon the Commissioners’
original settlement is such as can be reasonably defrayed by the Beebee,
and upon your adjusting thus much with the Beebee, we shall recom-
mend it for the sanction of Government; but to prevent all further
altercation, the Beebee must, after this further scrutiny into the state
of her revenue funds, executé an engagement binding.krerself in a fixed
payable amount to Government, from which, in as far as it shall be

sanctioned by the Honorable the President in Council, there will be no
future deviation.” . ' »

“2. You will perceive by the origiha,l é.rraﬁgement with the Com- -

missioners that she is entitled to no remission of customs; none will,
therefore, be admitted. Her claim to one-fifth share of the revenue is

equally unfounded, since she cannot pretend to the privileges enjoyed -

by the Malabar Chiefs who co-operated with, instead of opposing us, as
she did in the late war. Her right as one of the Achemars of Randa-
terra is discussed in the enclosures of our letter of the 18th ultimo.
This will be admitted to the extent described in those instructions, but
Canatoor and Canotchalla have, we believe, been already committed to
the exclusive management of & Tahsildar on our part, snd confirmed by
Government on account of the bitter animosity and disputes that it
oceasioned hetween the Bevbee and her neighbour, the Rajah of Cherikul;
We wish this arrangement in regard to Canatoor and Canptchalla to be
mtinued{g .And we shall, moreover, write to the Beebee the purport of

these instructions, to the end that such an agreement be now -made

footing as the Achans

of the revenue now due and what may become

help expressing Y hope th
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w. . a prev ’ ltercation aboub the terrus of her
" with h revent all further a
1b er as t0

’ iment.”’

\ mpany’s Govern )
" tomure under th? C'(:.tel; to the Beebee of Cannanorfi, n repl;r to her
A Tetter WS T memorial of 4th October, informing her, w1‘th.refe1j-
Dated 8th - October onc t0 thedisputed jumma, that the Commissioners
1796. + octed Mr. Peile to inquire into this dlﬁ'etzence, ang to
had « now direc conjunction with you a permanent jumusa, Tom

in

settle t}%:-re'(:n’receives the sanction of Government, there will be
Whic}l’ L

' i the arrangement that ghall

on hereafte:n ﬁicO:i?gM:? Peile, youg most, therefore,
be thus fixed betv:: revent faoture altercation. As. to Canatoor an.d
sign 5 Blerarmn? £ ement of these small districts mt?st reroain
Canotcha'n&, the mén 8 any’s Tahsildar to prevent the violent fh's-
in the hands of the o:épon this subject between you and the Cherikul

putes that bave :({:ic:(;l;hat yoﬁ are entitled, by your original agreem ent,

ja 1dono ; duties must, therefore, continue to
f:‘rny romissior Ofrcu?)?(;::sir’l ;Oilll:es‘:nannef as upon those of .Q\Tery other
b collected‘ g yo; e any’s limits in Malabar. By your original agree-
trader within the Omr;itled either to a fifth share of the assessable
| we ::ce' cannot, therefore, be granted. And as t:,o your
1t upon the same footing with the other RaJ?.hs of
leave o observe that it is not, reasonable in 'Z}?n
must remember that we found the oth?r R{l] 8,
‘ los, at the commencement of the late war with Tippoo
‘ sad.» :Z,were in the opposite state of & decgag'eg enemy,
1 As it has been settled between you

@ were obliged to conquer. ,

" ; our j lands in
whom W - Gioners that you should enjoy your jenmom

4 Comnmissione
and the firs ,

¢ Rhandaterra on the same tegms 8s are granted to the

istri i instructed
the district © Iv to add that eile has beefx ins '
other Achens, 1 ha‘:;;;;zce towards you; at the same time I cannot

to admib of this in at you will, on your part, similarly acquigsce

no &eviati

ro Ose to you.” . . i
in tho term? I n;:’:el;s ‘o?xpla.ined their action on the Beebee of Canna-,
8

The Commmé . pore’s memorial, dated 4th October 1796, to Go-

. . , d to
From C°mmi(§°i°n.§'{’ vernment by statmg thaf;twl:'l'le, u‘:xl;lee; :0 :-lelgaby o
to Governor 1% \ro6,  her present and past situation,

P i J the exemp-
g::‘;'?l’]; »’(" : - means consider ber entjtled to any of the P

S ailace8 claimed by ber; yot, considerin' that what the
tions o P hg;- grievances have for years. - —

' . : s occurred

B:g::lg!; of qnadjusted‘-'i-epresentamo . gorrsd

. 8 s to be much better to put @ final gt ]‘;@ . i
Z(;bjec\z for the future by causing thy o .

» .ﬁ‘ q
an " .

,\‘Q—)R. ' cu /j
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nent payable jumma on which an Ekrarnama should be exesuted by
the parties, and contain express stipulations as to every point of her °

present claims, or as she terms them grievances.”

The Northern Superintehdent reported his negotiation with the

Beebee on the wvarious poi id" i
16th October 179, ¢ various points, laid' down for his

guidance. As to the settlement of the third point .

(relinquishment of her pretended rights in being considered in the light
of the Malabar Rajahs so far as being allowed one-fifth 6f .ber collec-
tions), he reported that he fouad as much Mdifficulty as he did on the
fourth (her right to the disputed Terrahs of Canatoor and"Canotchalla),
“ However,” he adds, “1 was fortunate enough to prevail upon her
to give them Loth up, but with a kind of reservation on the latter
head, and on which she seemed, with much feeling, to lay a great
stress, she was very willing the Company should for ever consider them
a8 their own and make the collections without any claim on her part,
but that she never could consent that the Cherikul should be put in

possession of the two Terrahs; this I assured her I wounld recommerid
in the most pointed manner. : ST

“ On the second point (the exemption from customs) it was settled that
on all articles of merchandize, save coir imported from thée I@cc&dﬁéé;
she would - most willingly pay the customs as a mervhant. Her reason
for not agreeing to pay the customs on coir as above was that when
the ‘original agreement was made that she should pay 10,000 rupees

per annum for the half share profit on her trade to the islands, the

customs were then in her own hands. This objection appeared to me
very reasonable, and as the amount upon an average for the lust three
years is not more than 150 ru\pees per annum, I think I can, Without
‘any impropriety, recomm*that the customs on this atticle may not be
insisted upon. o a -

.
1

* “The settlement of the jumma wl;ich had beén.ﬁxed‘a.t,.:ls,i?sﬁ
‘rupees (including the half of her profit on her trade'to the Laccadives

10,000 rupees per annum, and half her Jjenmom property in those islands -

2,400 rupees) she complained against as being too high at first, and
that immediately after it had been fixed a great number of trees near
the fort had been cut down ; this I was perfectly well assured was the
case. I therefore proposed that she should pay 15,000 rupees per
annum, which she most readily agreed to. o :

“Having tkus broug‘ht the business into train, which, if confirmed by

our honqrable superiérs, I make no aoubt, but'in futare the collections -

of Cannanore will be a8 regular as any other part of the éoast; with'a

further advantage of those claimsy(which has hitherto beex the soures’of
stich trouble’ and perplexity) being ‘done away. I shall féel miidh

'ﬂleagare‘ if the arrangetnents meet your approbation.” -~ o7

4y
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The Commissioners intimated their approval of the' arrangements,

. and directed that an agreement mlght be a.(.:cord.

uﬁfﬁ'ﬂk’“s'ﬁﬁiﬁ?mnﬁ‘f ingly entered into—with reservation relative to
ent, 15th October 1796. the Laccadives.

« We approve of your proceedings With‘ the Beeb.ee of Cannanore;
agreeable to the tenor and purport of which you will please to-cggse
the Beebee to execute an agreement to be cogszdered as finally l?m ing
when ratified by Government, a copy of wh.xch you will trani;mt tofus
as soon as convenicnt, that it may be transmitted to thc? Pres-x eémy 01;
the purpose of being laid before the Honorable the President 11111 Boux}x)cl
for his sanction. In the above agreement to be .ezfecuted by the ‘ee ee

ou will be carefal to Insert a clause containing e?. reservation to
}(;rovernment respecting the Laccadive Islar.xds‘, to the intent expressed
in the proceedings of the late Jointl; Commission, }1nder date the 11th
April 1793, voucher 63, copy of which was transmitted to you for your
. e
m;z:: :z::iasionen, The Commissioners also advised the Governor

to Governor in Council, e Bombay of the progress of the arrange-
dated 18th  October
1796. ments.

« On the 9th instant we had the honor of laying bef?re you, in our
address of that date, copies of our correspondence with 1_;he ACt;I}llg
Northern Superintendent and Beebee of Cannanore relative to . e
unfounded and indefinite claims which the latter -h&f.l alvyays (\il'rge in
bar to the realisation of the revenues of that 'dlsmct, inclu l:ng our
letter of the 8th instant to Mr. Peile, a.tccompanu‘ed by one of the i'ax:;:e
date to the Becbee, containirg an explicit declaration to the latter odf, o
conditions with which she must comply, and our own corresponding
orders to the former what he is to exact. ‘ We l.mve oW the plea,s;:l;e
of enclosing copy of a letter, No. (.i, received this morning from 3 b
gentleman, whereby you will perceive .thab he .has come to an under-
standing with the Beebee on all the points w.hlch §he p‘retended were
doubtful with her hitherto, subject to the satlaffactlon of Gov.emment,
which we baving approved thereof have desired may coustitute the;
grounds of an agroement in the form of an engagemenf: on the part o
the Beebee to be executed by her under the above provu§o,h andht.ohco;';.
tain also the clause confirming to Government a might whic Lu}
conformity to the voucher No. 63 referred to in the 252nd paragraph o
the Joint Commissioners’ reports, they possess—to sequester her posses-
gions in the Laccadive Islands for the sole use and.beneﬁ.t of t:he
Company whenever it may be hereafter resolved on; and, in consideration
of the Beebee acquiescing in the paywent .of & money revenue to
Government of 15,000 rupees per anoum (Wh.lch is perhaps i:,o thfa full
as much as her funds are capable of yielding since she has relm'qulshed-
her claim to Canatoor and Canotchslla), we beg leave to submit to you

: 14
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whether this adjustment may not be allowed an equal degree of validity .
as to the jumma of past years, so that upon her making good the full *

sum of 15,000 rupees for each of the years at which her revenue is
assessed at the fictitious amount of Rupees 16,237-2-0, which she would
appear never to have acquiesced in, the remainder or balance may not
in such case properly be written off the Company’s books.”

To Commissioners, Northern Superintendent accordingly reports
from Northern Superiu- : . .
tendent, dated = 30th having exacted the prescribed agresment which

October 1796. he forwards to the Commissioners.

« 1, Beebee Balea, Lady of Cannanore, do agree and give this writing
to witness that I will pay to the Government of the Honorable English
East India Compeny 15,000 rupees per annum, being the jumma on
the houses, purrams, &c., situated at and near Cannanore, on my trade
to the Laccadive Islands, and on my yelm property on the said islands,
and I do further agree to pay the said amount of 15,000 rupees at
three different kists the first, or 5,000 rupees, on the 15th Dhannoo,
the second, or 5,000 rupees, on the 15th Medum, the third or 5,000
rupees at the end of Chingon. This article of agreement is not to do
away, nor is it meant to do away in any shape the rights which the
Government have to the Laccadive Islands as it is set forth in my
Mochilka, dated the 9th April 1793, or 27th Shaban 1207 Hegira.

“ 2nd.—1I do agree to pay the customs on all articles of merchandise,
whether imported or exported by me, in the same manner and at the
same rates as the merchants of Malabar, save upon the coir imported
from the Laccadives. :

“ 3rd.—I give up my pretensions to the one-third share of the collec-
tion which is granted by Government to the Rajuhs of Malabar, being
convinced that I have no right to insist on the said allowance.

“ 4th.—1 give up all my right and title unto the Honorable Company
which I have claimed to the Terrahs of Canatoor and Canotchalla, and
do agree that the Company shall make the collections in any manner
they way think proper, except through the medium of the Cherikul
Rajah, which I must earnestly solicit may not be granted to him.

“ 5th.—And I do agree to pay all arrears on account of customs,
except upon the coir which I may have imported from the Lacca-
dives.”

CANNANORE, (Signed) BEEBEE BALEA.
28th October 1796, or

M.8. Y5tk Toolam 992,

A counterpart of the agreement was sent to the Beebee by Northern

fI‘E;-om Northern Saperintendent, to Beebee SuPerintendenti and the Com-
of Cavnanore, dated lst November 1796. ieqi X
From Commissioners, to the Goveruor in missioners further addressed the

Council, dated 1st Novewber 1796, Governor in Council on the
subject,
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« On the 18th ultimo we had the homor of enclosing a copy of the

. Acting Northern Superintendent’s letter o us, dated the 16th of that

month, on the subject of his conferences with the Beebee of Cannanore ;
we have now the pleasure of forwarding e.ax’tract of a further .l?tber
from that gentleman, No. 5, to which is subjoined copy of a provisional
engagement and obligation executed by f;he Beebee on 1Ehe 28th
ultimo founded on our instructions to him of the 8th ditto, and
communicated to Government in the letter we had the. honor of
addressing to you, under date the 9th of the same month, which we beg
Jeave to submit to your consideration, to the end t:,hat”the same may
be ratified or not, as you shall be pleased to determine.

Before the receipt of these last proceedings, Governor in Council
From Governor in had answered the Commissioners’ letter of the
Council, to the Commis= g4 October ; with remarks on the Beebee of

i 12th November .
:1709[166.“, Cannanore’s memorial :—

« We think it would be hard on the Beebee to pay the dut.y on her
coir, besides the moiety of the full profit on her trade, provxded. that
moiety were bond fide paid and accounted for ; and a8 t(: her 'clz?,mx oi:
exemption from customs you will find, by the gomt Commissioners
letter to the Suprevisor of 13th September. !193, that out of the
amount of Rupees 14,340-6-0, which was originally settled for Per
annual payment, on the footing and condition of: the same cons?t;br;%
the moiety of her income, the sum of '12,1.0() silver fanamsdo 2
rupees were to be deducted, she paying in sm?h case the .utles on
her own trade; »” and with refgrence to her claims to certa(;n“pf)ss;s-
gions in Cherikul in virtue of Tippoo’s Sannad, he observe. it has
already been signiﬁed to her that she can have no cla1mhfm o]:r
Government for exchanges made betWee.n he.ar and Tippoo whilst she
was his vassal, as already sufficiently detailed in the two paragraphs of
the Joint Commissioners’ report above alluded to (paragraphs 244 and

245).” |
| :1, on the receipt of the Commissioners’ letter of the 18th October,
Age advising the Governor of the progress of the
From Gé’:;f;?:ﬁmi: negotiation, the Governor in Coun.cil intima?.ted
S:: no:i‘;.:t:d l5th Nov- o them that, under the explanation conte}xned
ember 1796, Par2 87 L jocter above (12th November), he was satisfied
: ¢ odiustment with the Beebee of Cannauore, in which
with the]f mpo;zderiﬁindent) has equitably enough improved on that
be (Northerf‘il st gommissionets’ orders of the 17th of September 1793
art of Ehe rt,ed in our answer to you of the day before yesterday, by
that was q‘;o coir from the Cannanore duty, .., provided the sum of
(;z(z)e(z)no;:)n:fpe: do really constitute the full moiety of her profits from

he trade with the Laccadives ; but that this may not be the case, the
the tra
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further 1Aformation

) appears to contain sufficient indication to demand
N.B.—This refers to

Mr, Bentley's estimate &b least some further inquiry.  Since, by the
of the probable revenue,

. id
Viz,, 117,660 ragens enclosefi copy No. 1 of.‘ papers thaf, he has la
Mr. Murdock Brown's before ‘us on the subject, there is reason to
estimate of 68,512 rupees,

being the profits of the believe.that her profits from the trade with the
{;1: :!?li cowry monopo- Laccadives must amount, according to the most

) moderate of the calculations therein stated, to
and by the other to above one lakh of rupees. The best
way may then be to advise the Beebee of Cannanore of our having
gained this information, to apprise her of the particulars thereof, and to
let her reply thereto, and thereupon to enter with her into an amicable
discussion of the merits, which may lead to some proposition for fully
and satisfactorily ascertaining the point in dispute.”

“On this occasion it is also incumbent on us to advert to that
part of the Government General's instructions to the late President in
Council of the 27th of July 1795, which directs the immediate abo-
lition of the monopoly of trade of the several Laccadive Islands
dependent on Cannanore, an object which our President appears, by
the accompanying copy No. 2 of some papers that passed on this
subject, when he was last at Calicut, not to have been inattentive 0,
although the shortness of his stay on the coast prevented his being there
able to bring the negotiation to a conclusion. It is now therefore our
wish that you shculd endeavour to accomplish this; and considering
how successful Mr. Peile proved in his late various negotiations in the
northern division of the province, we think it may, with every
prospect of advantage, be referred to thas gentleman, together with &
copy of the Supreme Government’s letter in question. That letteris
already we believe among the records of the Supervisorship, but lest
it should be mislaid, we enclose another copy, and if you should

determine to commit the proceedings on this delicate negotiation to
Mr. Peile, you will of course furnish that gentleman with sach further
instructions as may appear to you m

ost advisable, and best adapted to
procure the Beebee’s assent to the measure required by the Govern-
ment General. In this you will not overlook that step already gained
by Colonel Dow in her assent to employ such agents for governing the
islands as may have your approbation, and under such instructions for
their gnidance as you may prescribe ; and should it prove necessary

towards obtaining the Beebee’s assent to grant to her any better terms
than those held out in the Gove

above sixty,

rmment General's letter, something
more may be conceded in this view omt of her land revenues in
Randaterrah, or from that in the vicinity of Cannanor,
find indispensably requisite.

instructions from Calcutta,

as you may
For, notwithstanding the tenor of the

we do not conceive that the Gavernor-

obtained by our President when last at Calicut,
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i i ecially under presens ciroum-
Geneyal io Coumzlﬂt v;:ulgpeie:ll;a‘la?;adiveytrade in. direct opI;)om:;ox;
stances, t0 pr?cee do iﬁ and, therefore, if after all it cfan'not e o u
bo the Beebee’s .goo v:)rt, to ’us the particula.rs for his mfo;ma 1:n-,
effocted, yf_)ll‘ e I'Zzla,)ntime any act Or measure that may te]xIJ I::b(;e
lWOidinti llenass:iah:r1 present degree of attachment to the Hono
rially 1

» .
Company’s G’_Ovem-m ent;he letter of the 1st N?veml?er repo.rtmg ‘
In a‘(:kn"wwig-mgﬂxe conclusion of the negoti.atlon w1tb th: sxgng )
From Goverzor io cement, the Governor in Council observed :
Qou::;l, tog,ted 25th 2%1‘111. having so latety and fully wrlbffen to yon
November 1750, ¢ the Honorable Company’s Proba.ble Clalm;tOI;. ’;11;:
on the sabect © e, renders any present notice on.the dra; 0
Beebee of Cannanol'c ;ssary' But we cannot omit again expressing our
late agl';e:n;;:‘t‘;i?lz may be able, consistently with his other vocations,
desire tha .

() i i ect'
d take the fnrthe! negotia.tion Whlch we have pomted Out‘resp
to unaer A X

i issi directed Mr.
Commissioners to Nor-  Accordingly the Commissioners
thev")n Superintendent, Peile
26th December 1796. —

. incumbent on you to pay particular
vt will be tmt(::zezz)egfl'agtllye Ilgeibee’s returns from her tra;lle 11;:) ;}Ze
regard t o the E)sed in the letter from Government of the 15t l:t ld : ;
La(.:cadwes’ o tremely disproportionate to what she 'ha.s asserte .
which are 80 he: a very strict inquiry into this matter 18 mdxs;}):nlsla. Oi
be the case, tha us to the ratification of her late agreement, whic )t',he
ngfless:zsstwi;stitute accordingly in the manner pointed out in
will p ,
third parag raph .o fizhat :.i:tz; . the same letter and tl.‘e last paragmph ;)f
“On the 1'913;119'1112551Pumm0’ respecting the abolition of the monopoly
the letter of ¢ ef the Laccadive Islands dependent on 'Can'fxam?re,
of the tm:-.leha:e so fully explained the nature of the object 1n v:e:;
Governmen onds also with the views of the Supreme Governmen ”
(which corresp their letter of the 27th July 1795) tha'b we .ha.vte zhe
will be‘ geon “<11d further than calling your serious consideration-to .
any thing tO' 8 inted out as the most likely to ensure your succlesa u;
means tperem r tiation. And that as Govemmef‘t' have been p ease f
this dehcat'e nogo ost unequivocal terms their highest aPPrOlfatlon o
to express it the ﬁ] occasions of discussion on points the most m;slerest-
your conduct on 2 ble Companys employers hitherto, and have t e}:)-feoz
ing to our Honor& uine hope of your compassing .the_ present objec
founded a very santo o and success ; so we desire, in l.lke manver, to
with. equal adjan ?‘ince on your exertions to aocomphs}:l this end, 8o
signify om: firm re loinb of view, according to the precise mar’l’ner m
desir;b(l;e ;I;r _::elthl’lﬂe go much the wish it should be effected.
which Go
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No further mention of the Beebee of Cannanore and her uffairs

From Secrotary to occurs among the correspondence till August
Governmeut, to Commis. 1797, when the Secretary to Government address-
X‘;‘;’; 179751."‘9‘1 7th  ed the Commissioners, communicating an extract
of General Letter from the Honorable the Court of
Directors, dated 1st March 1797, with the following instruction :—

“ To transmit the fifth paragraph to the Acting Northern Superin-
tendent, as furnishing an additional motive for his procuring the Beebee
of Cannanore’s consent to grant a free trade to the inhabitants of the
Laccadives, in the prosecution of which object the Honorable the
Governor and the Commander-in-Chief understand Mr. Peile is now ab
Cannanore.” The Honorable Court had intimated :—

“ We very much approve of the measures that have been taken for

Extract from a letter Telioving the inhabitants of the Laccadive Islands
g:lﬁhtheogonol;?g; ::J: from the (_)ppression' of the Beebee of Cannanore,
dated 1st of March 1797, and allowing therein the same freedom of trade
paragraph 5. as 1s enjoyed by our subjects in the province of

Malabar.”

Northern Superintendent, in acknowledging the above with enclo-

Northern s“p"eﬁn. sure from the Honorable Court, reported ¢ The
tendent, to Commis. Laccadive Islandsis a subject I shall have occa-
23;3:’; 17;’;‘“‘1 1h  sion to discuss with the Beebee to-morrow or

next day ; and as she has hitherto evinced great
reluctance in admitting our Courts of Justice into those islands inde-
pendent of her authority, I should feel extremely obliged in receiving
your advice, whether I may recede in any manner from a total abo-
lition of her authority, by endeavouring to prevail upon her (should she
still object, which, from what she has already said, I think she will) so
far as to agree that a Company’s servant shall reside in some of the
islands for twelve months, to whom all complaints shall be referred by
the people before any punishment can be inflicted, and also, during
that time, to obtain such information of the produce of the islands as
may lead to a full discovery of their value.” He further reported,
with reference to the information gained by Governmeut through
Messrs. Bentley and Murdock Brown that the revenue drawn by the
Beebee of Cannanore from the islands had been greatly understated
by her hitherto, that the Beebee's agent had applied for copies of the

accounts in order to draw up counterstatement, and that they had
been supplied.

The Commissioners replied* to the above: ¢ We have only generally

. to refer you to our instructions of the 26th
¢ Commissioners  to

Northern Superintend- 1December last, since to decide on any particular
ent, dated 14th August

o part thereof previous to the whole subject being

fully discussed would be in many points of view
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objectioﬁable. We have, therefore, to desire t.ha,t you take ai early ax;
opportunity as possible of giving a full (fons1derat10n to ft(l;e genera.
purport of your instructions at large regarding the Beebge of Cannanore
and her tenure of the Laccadive Islands, and that you will thereon exert
yourself to induce as complete an acquiescence on hfer part as may be
practicable to the terms contained in our aforementioned .lettt.er of the
96th December last, when, shonld you find that her obJect}ons are
insurmountable to any particular part ?here.:of', the same will be of
course statedin your general report, at Whlf}h time weshall also ’.be bette’x;
enabled than at present to judge of the virelght thfey may b'e enht].ed to.

Mr. Peile submited a report of his negotiations, 1n which he

remarked that the Beebee of Cannanore * declares
inﬂ,’ﬁﬂﬂ“ﬁf er(l)lnsn‘:geirs: herself perfectly satisfied with her pressnt agree-
sioners, dated 18th Sep- ment to pay 15,000 rupees per annum,” and that
tembor 1797. ghe “ does not wish for any alteration from the
present mode of paying customs, her coir from the island being
exempt, is all she desires” He then proceeded to state the par-
ticular of his conversations with the Beebee on the subjects tadverted to
in the letter of the Government, dated 15th November 1796. .

On the first visit he had discussed her trade with Laccad.wes and
the profits therefrom, which the Government had ‘E)‘een mf‘o?med
were greater than hither to admitted by tl}e Beebee. Herﬁ Mlms:.e;;
Coonjey Packey, asserting at the same tlmg, that the profits w ;]c
Government now received were equal to, if not n?ore 'than, what
the Beebee actually gained ; *” had promised, if supplied with transla-
tions of the information, to draw up within a few days the most true and
faithful statement of the receipts and disbursements on account. of the
;slands for M.K. 970 and 971. In this armngemgnt, thO}lgh hkely. to
delay & final agreement with the Beebes, Ml:. Peile a‘t‘:quxesced, being
anxions to obtain every information, and hoping t,ha_t, the delay' would
be overbalanced by the knowledge I shouh% obtain of the. dlﬁ‘e}'ent
articles of merchandise that were sent to t.he lslands,' and which might
eventually be of material use.”’ Thetmnslafnonswere glvena:nd he fn;lrther
reported : I again waited on the Beebee in (_)rder to prevail uionL er to
come into the views of Government by opening the trade to & : -81100&-
dives. ButI am concerned toadd that 1 found every a.rgun‘:enAt r#tlgzsé
and on my reminding her of her engagement e{:tiered into in dpr;l
with the Joint Commissioners, she most positively asserted that she
had never understood that the islands were to be sequestered at the

leasure of Government ; all that she und'erstood from t}{at agreement
was that if the Government did not credlt' the account glv'en in by her
of the produce of the islands, & person. mlg.ht‘be sent to inspect, and
ghe would be subject to that inspection, if it was proved that the

islands yielded more profit than she had stated, which was 20,000
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rupees per annum. I confess I was much surprised at these declara-

tions of the Beebee’s, which were corroborated by her Minister. I -

inquired if she had counterpart of the agreement, as also what lan-
guage it was drawn in. She answered that she had not a counterpart,
and that the agreement was in Persian, which had been explained to
her as she had asserted, but nothing further. However improbable
it may appear the Beebee denying her agreement, 1 conceive I should
not be warranted if I did not state the circumstance. The, very idea of
throwing the trade open seemed to affect her exceedingly ; she repre-
sented that her whole dependance for herself and family was on these
islands ; that if they were taken from ber, her creditors would imme-
diately call upon her for the money she had borrowed ; and that she
had mortgaged the produce to Chowakara Moossa from whom she
had borrowed 4,60,000 rupees, and was yet indebted to him
2,00,000 ; that she was obliged to deliver the coir to him at 50
rupees per candy, the profit on which barely paid the interest
of the money. She also represented that the islands being taken from
her would disgrace her; and that if such an event was to take place,
herself and family wonld petition to Government to remove them from
Malabar where their ancestors had resided for so many generations. Tn
short, Gentlemen, I found it in vain any longer to dwell upon this part
of my mission. I therefore entered on the subject of the administration
of justice in the islands, and on this head I found the Beebee almost as
averse as she had been on the former. With much difficulty I brought
her to consent that Government might appoint whom they thought
proper to administer justice, under any regulations which might be
deemed necessary ; and that she also would agree, in order to ascertain
the real value of the islands, that a person on the part of Government
should reside for a twelvemonth in the islands for that purpose. But
that a written agreement should be given that the Courts of Justice
would not interfere with her trade. The Beebee was requested to
explain why she thought the Courts of Justice would interfere with her
trade. She replied, that formerly her family gave at the rate of 25
rupees per candy for coir, and she now paid 80 rupees ; but that if
Courts were established, the people might complain that their coir was
worth 40 or 50 rupees per candy ; in which case, a representation would
come to this country, and in all probability she would be deprived
of the monopoly. It appears obvious to me, Gentlemen, that without
this monopoly is secured to the Beebee, any alteration that may be
thonght necessary eitherin the trade or the administration of justice,
will be in direct opposition to the Beebee's feelings. However, by a person
residing at the islands, the mode of administering justice will be known,
as the Beebee readily agreed that all matters should be referred to the
person remaining there, and be approved of by him, before any execu-
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tion could take place: further by this residence Governmem wonld
obtain a perfect knowledge of theproduce of the islands, and of tl}e be.neﬁt
that might arise, either by throwing open the trade or carrying it on
under certain restrictions. Besides, should Government, at any flltlll:e
period, again deem it expedient to negotiate with the Beebe:e, this
information would be of the utmost importance, to those who mlg!?t be
entrusted with the mission, as facts might be qpposed to the assertlo.ns,
which her ministers can now make without any great danger of being
detected. The Beebee proposed that if such a plan was adopted,
she should desire to have a person on her part to be present at the
framing of the accounts, as she was ignorant of those which I had pre-
gented to her. The accompanying account No. 8 is abstract of the
Beebee’s supplies and returns from the islands for two years. The
original accounts were so extremely long and complicated that I was
ander the necessity of bringing the whole into one point of view. I
confess I am at a loss how to offer an opinion on these accounts when
contrasted with those of Lieutenant Bentley, the difference being so very

great, particularly in the article coir. And I have only to obserf/e that
I think if the above plan is adopted (skould Government detexjmme not
to take possession of the islands) of stationing a person in tl‘xem,
together with an agent on the part of the Beebee, all d)fﬁc'ultles will be
obviated, and whatever misrepresentations may have hitherto been
made on her part will be evinced to Government, and put the value of
the islands, in every point of view, beyond evasion or doubt.”

The Dr. and Cr. accounts produced by the Beebee of Cannanore’s
Agents, which purported to be correct returns of receipts and expendi-
ture of the islands for the years M.K. 970-71 (A. D. 1795-96),
received no attention, and merited none.

The Commissioners appear to have submitted Mr. Peile’s report to the
Governor in Council on the 21st September 1797. But the covering
Jetter is not forthcoming on the records, and the views of the Local
Commissioners caunot be shown.

. . * In reply* the Governor in Council, referring to
* Governor in Couneil,

to ( ommissioners, dated  Mr, Peile’s report of the 15th September idem,
218t October 1797. remarked :

“ Paragraph 18. On the subjects'of' the Laccadives. and the Beebee’s
objections to surrender her sovereignty, or to admit of a.free .trade
therein, the following observations have occurred on consideration of
what Mr. Peile hath written on the subject.

« 19. The Beebee’s making a plea of her ignorance of the Persian
language with a view to account for her present pretended want of
pn':ity in respect to the latter part of her agreement with the first

Cowmzoissioners, respecting the eventual sequestration of these Laccadive
13
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Islands, and, above all, in the view of preventing the trade in coir from

them being laid open, is & mere subterfuge on her part. The extract -

herewith sent from the Proceedings of the first Commissioners, under
date the 11th April 1793, will show the full- deliberation Messrs.
Duncan and Page acted with on this occasion, and that it constituted a
concession they were determined to insist on, and did accordingly
exact, not perhaps entirely in conformity to the Beebee’s own wishes,
between whom and the other Rajahs and Chiefs they always endeavour-

. ed to impress her with this distinction, that she was a conquered foe,

and they, men who had taken part with us in redncing her late sup-
porter and protector ; and that she and her Minister Coonjee Packy
were well and thoronghly aware of what they thus agreed, and she
signed to, there is no room to doubt. Nor will the Beebee’s pretext of
ignorance of the Persian avail, since Mr. Duncan has, during his subse-
quent residence in Bengal, received letters from her in that language,
and though the Native Officers who then accompanied the Commission
were mostly either from Bengal or Madras, and are now returned to
their respective countries, yet from Trimmul Row, & person formerly
in the service of the Padinhar Colote of the Zamorin family, and who
was employed . afterwards by Mr. Duncan as an Interpreter, and
happened to be in that capacity at Cannanore at the period of the
conclusion of the agreement in question, he has learnt through Mr.
Wood, his present ‘clerk, that there was, at that time in the Beebee’s
family a man called Bobajee Hadjes, who had been 18 years in her
gervice, and is also a good Persian scholar; adding that it was this Bobajee
who, according to his (Trimmul Row’g) recollection, went with Mahomed
Hosaine, & native of Coromandel, and then one of the Commissioners’
Interpreters, and brought back the agreement from the Beebee
executed ; after (as Mr. Duncan cen safely add) the subject of it had
been for several days before discussed through Packy, her principal
Minister, whom the Commissioners provided should sign as & witness
the original instrument, and if it be now among the records at Calicut,
(as having been probably delivered to the Supervisor), a reference to the
original Persian writing may ascertain whether Packy complied with
that injunction :

« 90. But whether he did or not must be immaterial to the suffici-
ent authenticity of the deed ; and we proceed, therefore, to consider the

Beebee's other objections as detailed in the report before us from
Mr. Peile.

s 21. There is certainly nothing positive and.explicit in that agree-
ment as to the laying open of the trade, and although as much may
perhaps be inferred under the general idea of the islands themselves
being sequestered for the Company’s advantage, yet in their letter of
the 27th of July 1795 the Government General include also the
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i i ; give full

d Tippoo’s cession a8 con.cux:nng to give )

h a:;::s lelney &in passed for.abohshmg theﬁng: ;

,uthority for the © merce; all which has smnce been appr ved and
monopoly of the cHou;orable Court of Directors, w'ho .appea; Z ! ::n
conirmed > th‘? 'Zer the measure as already carried u}to e;; , :hat
Just advices t:-:;i:;de to them, no doubt, of th; orderi‘ 15;;1; ba(y)r. bet

comuienicr t of the Presidency 0 ; ;
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canses of the del:m animents to your letter of the 12t}? u;sih;;t O(rcarry
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ith hi the Beebee of Cannanore
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proposy o revail in this province, as well as for a furt erlm.ahle
those thet S0% 7 4 by a person on the Beebee's part, of the rea .’v °
tainmen’ atteg;l ein chrobox‘ation or otherwise of Messrs. Bentley’s and

ko i xtracts, wherein you
of those X f in the accompanying € , Wb
i thereof 1n : y
Brown's estli;?:: peither of these gentlemen’s calcnlations differ muce
will observe

the Beebee’s profits exceed a lakh of
in the result and ﬂ::hte?::lsl :;x:k;as only yet admit.ted them to a;noeq
rupecs PO s o a difference which it is certainly 'we}l v.vort 1 W] 1h e
£ a,boutu? 0,003. rsl:;:ijf'z;ct;orily to investigate, wit};ou; mslst'mﬁa ::]st(,:

ost fully # i 1 aken out of the Beebees s

fxlxean time on fhe CO“;‘::? ;’)‘;“;g :o the islanders than 30 rupeetae pe:
obliging ‘her %0 pa}l’d certainly feel both loss anq what sge 1::;';1l
candy; 29 she wgi“ﬁ'erent cona\ict on our part; whilst should on the

£
disgrace 1;;‘-01;1 * account of the profits prove accarate, t(;nl oz}i);en::bc;e
other hand B€Y o islands must prove & new an
the Government of th‘Slse Company ; besides whxc}l it may be perhaps
charge on the Honoravoid taking formal and entire possession of the
tto o

. i d infalli-
mosb conve(lllle{l_ the war with France, as our doing 80 woul
1 urmg
Lwcadwea

‘to the insults and depredations
b more than now, :
bly expos® th,em, 3ml(:m‘d vessels of war. So that on the whole we think
of the enemy 8 Shl-pse without public disadvantage for anothfzr reference
there mey be y;fe::n General before that point be finally decided on.
to the Govern
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«23. Mcanwhile we shall leave the Drake or Swift cruizers Lere
under your orders to enable you to carry into execution the preparatory
measures that may be intermediately adopted as far as the Beebee's
consent has been obtained by Mr, Peile, respecting which we shall
therefore, expect in due course to hear from you on the several points,
adverted to in the preceding paragraph.”

to:i‘m’:} Co};nmiasioners The above letter of Government was referred
e Northern Super- o .

intendent, dated 19th by the Commissioners* to the Northern Superin-
November 1797. tendent for further report.

" Commissioners  to : .
Government, 39th Nov- In their replyt to Government the Commis-
ember 1797. sioners remark :

¢ Para. 10. The very apposite observations which you have been
pleased to introduce, Sir, in the 19th paragraph sufficiently establish
the subterfuge to which the Beebee bas resorted on the occasion of
Mr. Peile’s conversation with her respecting her engagement to
accede to the measure of the sequestration of her Laccadive Islands at
any time when Government may resolve on the measure ; but we have
searched the records of our Dewan Cutcherry in vain for the original
agreement which Bobajee Hadjee and Mahomed Hosaine carried to the
Beebee and brought back with her signature. It was our intention to
have caused inquiry to be made whether this Bobajee Hadjee was
yet in the Beebee’s service, and to have questioned him regarding
Packy’s signature as a witness; but noticing in your 20th paragraph that
you deem this circumstance immaterial as to the validity of the deed
we have thought it best not to institute any inquiry on this point’
lest it wight appear to the Beebee and her* Minister as an in&icatiori
of a doubt on our part of what is so sufficiently authenticated, and
consequently presumes and virtually admits the competency of Go(rern-
ment to lay open her trade to those islands, concurring in this with
the inference which the Supreme Government, in their letter of the
27th. July 1795, deduce from the conguest of Cannanore and Tippoo’s
cession.

¢ 12. We shall, after due deliberation, have the honor of communi.
cating our sentiments on the nomination of a person to proceed to
the Laccadives for the joint purposes of acquiring a more perfect
knowledge of the trade of these islands and regulating the adminis.
tration of justice therein, without taking formal possession of them
until our future report on the trade shall have furnished Government
with the meaus of deciding between the reports of Messrs. Bentle
and Brown, and that rendered by the Beebee; since if the statementz
recorded by either of these gentlemen come near the truth, there can
we think, be no room for hesitation as to the necessity of mo.re eﬁ'ectua;
measures for securing to Government at least treble the amount
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they receive at present under the head’of a moiety of the: Beebee’s
profits on the coir trade. This is taking it at Mr. Brown’s statement
who gives Rupees 68,512,-0-2 as the'z Beebee’s an'nual profit on coir
and cowries, exclusive of firewood, dried fish, -tortmse-.shell, .and cucoa-
puts. Mr. Bentely states the profit on the? coir only, including & small
um devived under the head of revenue, viz. Rupees 2,300 (about suffi-
cient by that gentleman’s account to defl'a?’ the expenses of her'govern-
ent) at no Jess than Rupees 1 ,173 669, Whld.l we observe is occasioned by
his sinking the cost of the coir to consxde?ably less than half what
Mr Brown states it, and raising t.he 'sale price 30 per cent. on tl.mt

entloman’s calculation. We are inclined, however, .to be of opinion
ft Present that when political circumstances may admit of the Govern-

ment taking formal possession of these islands without the hazards

alluded to in the concludin.g par.h of your 22nd pat:agraph, it may be
found expedient, in a finsncial poiut of view, to continue the monopoly
° ir trade to the Beebee under proper restriction, from whence,
of the ";,0 real value is ascertained, a more certain advantage might
a{'ter.b; sbe der.ived, than either from an open trade, or retaining it in
posslll y;}s of the Company for the following reasons, viz.:—

th?‘ Fa;-st""lf the Beebee acceded to such terms for the monopoly or
exclusive privilege of this trade, as Government might think jast to

dictate whatever result from them would come into the Company’s
ic

free of Jeduction. |
tl‘éi?sggondly.-—lt would still preserve the Beebee's consequence in the

of the public, which may be a consideration, as Government are
eyes

desirons of avoiding by all consistent means any occasion of mortifying
esir

b e than i8 pecessary, even in her own estimation of which she
er mor 3

isgrace.
term;’ d;;?; It would render unnecessary, an expensive establishment
« Tha —

. ald be otherwise required to levy duties on the trade equal,
whlch‘WOh ross amount, t0 what the Beebee might, on her real
o gascertained (which there is reason to doubt at present)
ro.ﬁts be(l]nfo ay rather thau give up that kind of superiority.
be induce l _EThe high duties which would be necessary in the event
« Fourthy. de being resolved upon, would hold out such an induce-
of an open br® ling 88 We have little reason to expect the vigilance
ment £0 smugg’e officers would be able to contravene ; and, lastly, if
of the Compaﬂymined the trade in their own hands, it would probably
the Compeny 7 to assimilate our manner of dealing with the ancient

time . .
be & v;f)l‘l: ?)i :,he natives, even under all their present disadvantages,
preju 1tce o suro the COmPEDY getting the full produce even at an
so 88 0

5 . i i son to fear the intrigues of
e, which we think there 18 reason g
advanced p‘:Zn,t interested in the trade whoever they are, would work

t}l;ose a:n};!'sf rompelling them to pay, thereby lessening their profits on
the me

ev



s of intruding on their privilege.

“13. We wish the foregoing observations, however, Sir,

to be viewed

In answer* the Government stated their intention “ to write to the
*From Government SUpreme Government very fully and as soon ag
to Commissioner, 20th ossible, o 5 . :
November 1797, " p » on the causes of the non-execution of

Thin letter wonld their instructions relative to the Laccadives, on

throw light on the feel. : : . .
ings of those at the hend  WIICH occasion shall also be submitted to their
you have very

of the Government at consideration the several reasons
the time. ..
commendably brought forward for continuing the
monopoly of the coir trade to the Beebee under proper restrictions.”
The Commissioners again reported, “ Pursuant to your orders of the
From Commissioners 218t October last, and in conformity to our intima-
to Government, dated 4; wing -
13th’February iy tion of the 19th November fol.lowmg. we have
pportunity of naming a fig

een desirous of the o
person fo proceed to the Laccadive for the purposes required, with
the Fly with us.

which view we have hitherto detained

“1t is no doubt, Sir, much to be wished that we had & more perfect
idea of the value of those islands than we at present possess, but to
render a deputation thither subservient to that end requires the
serviees of a person of experience and zeal, and, if possible, one versed
in the Malabar langnage, which induced us, on hearing of Mr, Clephane’s
reinstatement, to turn our thoughts appointing him to execute your
orders in this respect ; but consequent on the deﬁciency of European
officers as detailed, we are necessitated to defer the fulfilment of your
nt, without you can find

views in regard to the Laccadives for the prese
it convenient to depute a gentleman from the Presidency for that
express service.

“ With regard to the best means of carrying into execution the other
part of the proposed system to which the Beebee has yielded hep
consent, viz.,, the administration of justice, we are still more at a loss to
form any judgment of what nfight be fit to Propose for your consider.
ation in the form of regulations for that purpose, being ignorant of the
laws or local usage in the islands, and cousequently unable to detep.
mine how far or in what manner they can be assimilated wig, those
prevailing in the province. It appears to us, however, that, in prefer-
ence to an abrupt interference with the present mode of administering
justice there, it would be more advisable for the person who mav-

have been used to

" and as those wou
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' d equity rua in their
¢ matters of law an .
o :({ liee attains a competent knowledge what.tl;‘a.t 183
1 for your informa-
irected to report to us
. 10 that case be direc iously and
which he will Hlll alterations may be made as shall' l;e b?:):;:: : :’ o
tion, when 51'10 operation to the miva.tltagf3 O.f the in . ]ht, and wrong
direct 0 t};f’“' pF or although the first principles of ;lé vernmen{ on
1 . . : 0
own estimation laces, yet such is the influence o : e
aro the ssm® 18 ﬂ'lzlmlc).l the pirversion of their reasoning :acul‘:;ii u:t,i :n
. n _
the mmdsf? f 1tl'lz:’nny in the constitution of the Gov;rﬁfxtlelzh;:reven [;f o
a system of 1Y ions reconciled by long babit, )
i resentations be such in onr eyes,
in its local repr Minister's should prove to be _
that of her Min to expose the lives of
Beebee's or if the abuses were not such as to expose )
. fter all, if the ! be thoughs politic o refrain
it might & ice of their rulers, be g
. the caprice 0 . 'n so0 lon
the people 2 tion in the customs to which they have b(;t datiof
from any IHETEY ken part of them to a sense of their degra .

than awa o iority in a society where they
used rather f their inferiority in a

ify others by asense o
and mortify ©

take the lead, so that taking any‘ active Pa:‘t tjllzlmti
i i i the evils it was 1nten :

tation might increase th . e

s deigu many under the impression of therr ben:bg meu:heir

remedy by o gld most probably be chiefly of the n;l.n;) 1erto fheix

inci - would be more liable to abs

or principal men, they wo ' o

resent lfa?: Wh};n ours was withdrawn. In e.1ther :asei:;fo:m atim;

rhaut:ilt'h)’a view to the attainment of t,hehw1?11edch;1('3 ; R
whethe” ‘ acquirement of the kno . neir
pecting the traces o btlllltewit}(xl regard to the former object Partlcu
we think, be deferred till after the rains ; fo;

, i an
ime any gentleman can arrive here from tt}:e P:zm::cxizpany
by the tlfm;.tion of a person on the part of thfa B(lae 08 fo socompety
the nom‘lbn obtained, so much of the season will el apselt fo mace e
1 ')
o "c:tion between our island acd another 'dlﬁicu ; et
comm"mxllw which would effectually defeat the m}x:.m pflrg_(; e e
e i But by a juds .

i i -opening of the season. . ‘ f o
o untﬂt}?:il:;t znsuingg, and but an ordinary de?gn;e of tzbz:;v: u:im;
twelve ?ond of iﬁformation might no doubt be qbta-m;ic:sto e
such a A% t finally on the interest they f)ught 1(111 J}lsdom b e oro n
Govzm’m::ade and how far they ought in soun wi
Beebee's s

ini ion of justice.” o ‘
the administration Jmen t approved of Commissioners having deft:lt:red
o roply the Goven:;h deputation of an “ Agent to the Laccadives
! i the
From oo tg till after the monsoon, the more esp?mally' a8

o en 708, biect involves some considerations on
ond March 1798. genel‘a.l subyj : h the Summos

o advisable to communicate wi . prer
d to be furnished with any farther information

at part of the Beebee’s possessions, with a

o on that sex:vi
established course un

thei

res
resent laws and usages,

larly, the deputation may,

which we think it may .b
Government,”’ and desire
« op the general state of th
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view to etble us to determi
; ermine how far i

and exped ar it may be . .

Commils)si()l::cy to .extend the Company’s au}; hori:onslstent with justice

rs replied: “ Our letter of the 19th Novg’tx(n)ljer lggem.” The

er 7 and 13th

F o
T gt Pbraary lust comprise ol that
9 o offer on the . € are pre
subject of th pared
e ex

24th March 1879.

Becbee’s islands, nor e;:t?: (:):)%) btlhe hCOmpany’s auth

boin ,mor 18 1t probable that we shall

peﬂgn!;l;)re ezfpl1cxt until circumstances favor the {Jiave th.e means  of

on that h &Squl}'e the necessary information on the ohabion of some
ead will be, we hope, conclusive on this po?f])gfj whose report

Nothing further a
ear
District. ppears on the revenue records of the Malab
abar

X pediency of
Ol'lty over the

Political Consideration.

From Governor of B
bay to Raj om- The politi
jah of Coor political records h
26ih D & 1 8 have, how
ecember 1796, tully searched with referenc:a to i‘l’]el‘, been caro.
he anxieties of

. From Northern 8 .
intendent to (‘.ox:x}r:?:.‘ the times and dOﬂth entertained of h
amea of the

sioner, 6th January 1797, the Cannanore fa,mi]y

From Govern
Bombay to Commiosr i(.Of It appears th,
sion- at the Raj h
Jjah of Coorg had r
eason to

ers, 16th Feb .

ruary 1797, Suspect the Beebee of being in
corresponden

co

with paper of intelii- 3
gonce of Rajab of Coorg, with Tippoo in the latter end of 1796 H
. Hereported

dated 8th January 1797, th
. t she had : :
The M a ad sent emjssa :
. Commlssuoneris3 however, reported : ‘;‘ZS ]::vthat %rmce.
rom C L. .. ) e m .
to eomﬁ',’,’,’;‘ﬁif“”;g;; lnqmr'les' from Chowakara Moossa ra : P&'rtlcular
March 1797, negotiation which the Coorg Rajah e,i,lardmg the
on fi : jat alle
nanore, and we have (1 c:ot between Tippoo and the Beeb B e
assurance, whs 1t © p-easure to add upon the strength S Can-
Cannanors iy 11;l orm;tldn on all points regarding g;ith O;MOOSSa’s
. h whom he is not e Beobee
considered as the b upon the most cordj of
est procurabl rdial terms)
not a . . e, that the C 1ah’ m&y be
In T;?; lltn this respect to be adequately f(:)(:lrngdgla{?h sallegation does
o .
ppears that the Rayamond and Woodeote Ing;
i ndiamen were

From Governme taken 1 :

oo nt t en 1n
f_ommlssxoners, dugeg the C Tellicherry roads on informat; .
5th May 1798, e Commander of the French Fyi ation given to
i rigate Breme
wn

. by the N

This ¢i y the Nakodah of o

circumstance raised doubts of he:eﬁgiht;e Bf(flebee’s vessels,
» and appeared to

Government
of sufficient i
bo called og - Importance to justif .
avowing a,nyndi tr; explain, without too muchya; x:‘d ,requli"‘-‘ that she
rect suspicion of b Arming: her f
the same tim Sp of ber attachment, whj ears or
e place implicit conf fiment, which you need
such a degree of ci pheit confidence in, but act 1ok a
apot of b ;z; dlisof' c}:.cumspecmon 8s may be suitable totowa,x-(%s her with
position towards us or vur enemies, ay Y(;)_ur ideas on the
» AVolding as much
as

possible an
ope :
“nfOrSeen 5}); pen breach with her unless cire
ould render it necessary,” umstances to us now

loy!ﬂty of
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From Commissioners : .
to Beebee of Jannanore, In repl v, the Beebee of Cannanore stated

15th June 1798.

FromtBegbee of Can- curtly that none of the commanders of her
ssion- . . . . . .
nanore to o ships had mentioned falling in with any ship, and

ers, 18th June }7?8.
reom Commissioners, the Governor in Council remarked :

to Govermment, 19t
July 1798.
« Para. 5. The Beebee of Cannanore’s letter is very little satisfactory,
From Governor in and we recommend you to endeavour to trs_a,ce the
Council to Commiesion- commander of that vessel of hers from which the
ers, 24th August 1798, Fyonch are said to-have obtained their informa-
what grounds there may appear

mine him and report
tting him or his mistress of disaffection
or of attachment to the interests of

tion, and to exa
to you for guspecting or acqui
to the Government of the Company,

Tippoo and the French.” v
From Governor of A letter was addressed by the Governor of

Bombay to Beebee of Bombay to Beebee of Cannanore, cautioning her to

Crunanore, 9th Janus i A ! | X !

ary 1799. abstain from joining Tippoo 18 the impending war.
And one of the same tenor was also sent to Chowa-

Of the same date. kara Moossa.

The Commissioners, however, assured Gov
- every reason to be well satis

From Commissioners . .
of the princess, and to believe

to Government, 7th
Fobruary 1799. attached to the Government.”

'. (Signed) W. ROBINSON,
’ Head Assistant Collector.

ernment that they have
fied with the conduct
that she is firmly



APPENDIX A,

Memorandum on the Grant O
: ompensation on account ¢
Ameny Islands. 7 the four

These islands were lost by defection on ac
er: t.l::eé)alrt of the Beebee of Cannanore, bi(:',u: Zgigzzzzt?ff If"essmn
C]ferl)‘iklll lé)S'ZhOf revenue was granted from the possessions ‘;"" :ﬁe
et X :;]de, to W}‘mt'n‘Tlppoo. was at the time restorin h'o the
g rably diminished—in 1784. The reve g s réj—
:}'la;s lx;ic;:oned at 6,500 rupees, the compensation at ;ggooi;the lands
: s 80 granted were enjoyed by the Beebee of danna ore £o a_nd
%::: On ‘the breaking out of the war and after the ;t:ire f(')r e
oo ;I::;e tlin 1791, the'Cherikul Rajah resumed these gran::tloi o
e ;he r;l on was sanctioned by the Joint Commissioners, wh : nd
aim of the Beebee under Tippoo’s grant :30‘:,1(;) Ceemed
1ld not be

sustained. ;
ustained. ~ The claim was, however, kept alive and reiterated till finall
nally

and distinctly relinquished by the agreement si
\ - ! : ned 28t
l()lr.zfii'i;o%li 904f 2)til nor was it again mentionedgtill on l':h(()aci(ir]:erfl 1?16
Officer Commandine W]?r of 17.99' The Beobee then address(:l he
might be recoveredgfoz (;1 Provinces, praying that the four ?s]aztdg
opinion on the poli er. tl‘he Commissioners declined to i
policy of restoring the islands in event of th:irg;:l?ian
ng

into the British hands when submitt;
of Bombay. Submitting the petition to the Government

The islands fell under the Briti
ritish power in 1799
zobCa.nara. And the claims of the Beebee were g &Zd W:l)ref&ttached
50 mitted by the local officers of Malabar in 1 ey, Boman
_Eldged t%mt the claim was not ruled by the lal\lw
0?;?[ no Justhclalm to jbe pla.ced In any other situation by the ¢
o 3:00;1 ;; an that m.whlch she would have stood if such a‘::lqlleSt
bad nol aken place ; mdepe‘ndently also of that considerati evfll?t
- tlp, would under any circumstances, deem it to be i 011:’ .
Cit:(c;sothe ]:I?ebl?e of Cannanore with the authority which 311111: J;Pedlellft
ver the Laccadive Islands under ot tho
¢ _ the decl i
inhabitants to her government.” But no allus?z(:xd i:vx(:::i(;n tOf :]lie
o the

804. It was, however,
of nations, as “ she can
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important negotiation and resolution to throw open the irade and

. establish the British jurisdiction already detailed.

The Court of Directors took an indulgent view of the claim.

* Para. 123. ¢ Although it is true that the Beebee of Cannanore
has in strictness no legal claim upon these islands,

lett . -
Extract of a letter oy i i her case as 1t now stands rather a hard

from the Honorable
Goprt. of Directors, 6th  ope. The first exchange by which the three

December 1805- islands were taken from her does not appear to
have been sought by her, but was an act of power on the part of
Tippoo.” They were of opinion that, as had the island been within
the control of the Company when the resumption of the eguivalent
granted by Tippoo was made and sustained in peace by the Rajah of
Cherikul under the British influence, it might have been thought right
to restore the islands themselves to her ; and cousidered that as “ those
islands had come into their possession, though the claim was ruled by
po law, and though from the aversion of the inhabitants to the govern-
ment of the Beebee it may not be advisable to restore the possession of

those islands to her, some consideration in money should be allowed

her on account of them.”

The Collector of Canara reported at considerable length, but without
reference to the voluminous prior proceedings or a just appreciation of
the Beebee of Canpanore’s position on these islands. Assuming her
position to be that of a Jenmakar or proprietor, he proposed that an
1 to half the net rent be made in compensation—the real

allowance equa
es from which the revenue is drawn was apparently

nature of the sourc
lost sight of by him—and he recommended a grant of 1,500 Star

Pagodas.

This compensation the Beebee seems to have rejected as inadequate,
and a long gap occurs in the official records. In 1822 the Board of
Revenue made their final report on the claim which had been revived
o few months before. In this they stated that the compensation must
be considered in the light of a voluntary donation, as the Beebee of
apore had been conquered in 1791 while in strict alliance with
as the Honorable the Court of Directors had determined
that that consideration should not operate to her detriment, the Board
proposed thab the same sum, viz., Star Pagodas 1,500, should be assigned
and paid with arrears from the date of the Honorable Court’s orders in
1805. And the Government, having regard to the hostile rélation of
the Beebee of Cannanore at the time the resumptions were made in open
war by allies of the British arms, considered her claim to consist

Cann
Tippoo; but

o Beebee of Cannanore to three of the Laccadivo Islands which

* 297, 228. Claim of th ;
had been ceded by her to Tippoo for an equal compensation.
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entirely of the liberal disposition evinced towards her by the Honorable

the Court of Directors, and in no degree to be founded on right:” °

And as the arrears had accumulated from her declining to accept the
proffered bounty at the time, it was determined that no arrear should
be paid ; but “that a formal renunciation be taken from her of all
~ farther claims on the same account, and in acknowledgment that the
transaction is closed and set at rest for ever.”

The Beebee of Cannanore’s subsequent conduct proved evasive; and
it became apparent that, while accepting the terms, she had every
intention of keeping alive the claim in hopes that by perseverance she
might at length obtain the end. It therefore became necessary
peremptorily to stop all further payments till the agreement which had
been ordered had been formally euntered into. This was accordingly
done and the matter set at rest. -

The following is a precis of the records on the subject. It appears
_¥ide Joint Commis- from the Joint Commissioners’ report that when
. sioners’ Report 81. Tippoo about to reinstate the Rajah of Cherikul,
whom at the instigation of the Beebee of Cannanore he had ousted
# Grant by Tippoo Sul- from Cheriknl in 1783, he gave the Beebeo of
fl‘a:l ktg «’Ally  Rajah, Cannanore two grants out of the Cherikul terri-
f C » Lo G
1‘-',300 :;;eesas:)}t%l:g;:i- K’ry, one mtJ‘(*lgtlre,* the other in lien of the
sions specified for the Ameny granted by a sannad dated A H. 1217
Cherikul territories, ( AD. 1787), which is as follows :— >

“Be it known to the present and future Aumeels and to the Mecca-
dums and husbandmen of the talook of Kushanabad aliaus Cherikul
dependent on the Turrukee Cutcherry under the Sircar of Puttum th;
capital or seal of empire. ’

¢« Whereas the sum of 7,380 rupees for the country Chelaterra, &c.
hath been granted from the said talook in exchange for the isla,nd o;'
Ameny (the jumma of this last being Rupees 6,500, which island hath
been transferred by Ally Rajah to the Government, which thereon
bestowed to that Rajah the lands Chelatarra in question. It is necessary
that, according to the under mentioned particulars, you do from the lst
of Ahmedy of the Sraub year 1217 of Mahomed) sgreeing with the
1st of Cheller Soumy Bemitchee leave the territory in question to the
possession and occupancy of the said Rajah to the end that, having
appropriated its produce to the support of his exigencies, he may night
and day be attentive to and occupied in the concerns of Government' a
new sannad not to be demanded voarly, and a copy only being taken,
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. Particulars of the Tarvahs.

Chalat terra, 1 terra ... l,igi .; 1;
Tuloob do. 1 do. - R
Chooceya terra, 1 do. .. %
Kanootchaub terra,1 do. .. v
Mundicaut  do. 1 do. .o 10 o
Kunutoor do. 1 do. oo om0
Hoons ... 2,214 2 8
— el

ot 3 Fanams per Rupee ... 7,380 0 0O

Signature.

o in obtaining possession in consequence of

: being made to Seringapatam, as t.:he Beebee of
repeated refle:;n;’::n actga‘f’ed by a very malicions spirit towards' the
Ca?n;‘i?%heﬁkul in choosing the land ; but eventually she occupied &
Raje. oa of tha principality for several years.
large ar of the British arms in 1791 and the conquest of Canna~

The success he Company to resume their respective

lies of ©
nore e?ableda;];l;ga;fom the Rajah of Cherikul resumed also the lands
hoi.;eﬁgs:’the sannads in question and collected the revenue.

e

: estoration being preferred by the Beebee of
On a clam for rCannanore’ the Commissioners held that being

Vide Proceedingssu.tz under Tippoo’s Sannad the Beebee of Cannanore’s’
é";‘,‘,ﬁl;’fserf fsnd 01:12- claim ¢ could not be sustained, ’; although the right
Pg“ of J °i"t,.2°mm“' was contested With much bitterness on other

Soxﬁe delay took plac

:i;’.‘,‘iﬁi; No‘.,%& ' grounds than the sannad, viz., on immemorial
4 that her own jenm property had been fraudu-
: right thereto, an ) .
jenm T Jently inserted in the sannad by Tippoo. After
snquiry i ' i legations a
. Mr. Farmer'8  Jdue inguiry into the merits of the allega
rrfﬁzﬂinss’ dated 1002 decision wa8 passed by Mr. Farmer to the effect
Fe:gl:}'r.ynlnertoBeeboe that the inquiry into the etatemer.{t of the Bee‘qee
% %am;a:;;re, 4. of Cannanore had been conducted in form and with
14‘;91?:9 of Ownld';‘::a girmness by Tippoo, who had decidec?. that the. land
ﬁmm?mﬁzf;,e?nd Mr. n quesbién belonged to the Cherikul fermtory,
F"’““";:ef‘;%"t;edgi:ﬁ: and that the collections must consequently be
::;1’11}94, v made over to the Ra,]a?.\ of Cherikul—the Beebee
was rejected, but certain temporary arrangements
. = of pe,,,ce-——to the disturbance of which the bitter
for “h".f“’:"xi’:;f:;nbetween tho Bajah of Cherikul and the Boebeo of
animostty

C ore seemed likely o lead had, however, to be made, and much
annan

of Cannanore’s claim
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angry correspondence on the subject came on record during 1794.

The resumed compensation was, however, permanently made over to
the Rajah of Cherikul.

The resumption, however, continued to form one of the points of
grievances frequently submitted by the Beebee of Cannanore in
petitions during 1795 and 1796. Her bitter jealousy of the Cherikul
Rajah and loss of revenue led her to impugn the justice of the decision

Prom Governor in and keep alive her claims. The Government
Council to Commission. Temarked ¢ that it has already been signified to
ers, dated 13th Novem-  Jyer that she can have no claim on our Government
ber 1796, para. 13. .

for exchanges made between her and Tippoo
whilst she was his vassal, as already sufficiently detailed in the two
paragraphs of the Joint Commissioners’ Report (244 and 245).” Still
the claim was persisted in until formally relinguished by the agreement
signed 28th October 1796 (15th Toolam 972).

The Beebee of Cannanore, however, again revived the subject early
From Beebee of Can- it 1799, and addressed the Officer Commanding
Bonart, oo gi“ni’:yl the Provinces, to the effect that Tippoo held four
1799. of the Laccadives—for which an equivalent had
to%?g‘m?;ﬁ::lft{’;:ﬁ been granted from the territories of the Rajah

Felb‘mnryﬁl799-‘ . of Cherikul, but lost when the British conquered
1 . .
to Generel 'g;ﬂ,ii‘f{‘:{ﬁ the country in 966—which she prayed might be

February 1799. recovered for her.

This petition was submitted to Government. “ The subject of the

From Commissioners Beebee of Cannanore’s claims to four of the Lac-
t]t; ‘(;‘gwernor, 1ss March  cadive Islands at present in the possession of the

A Sultan was fully discussed by the first Commis-
sioners. How far it may be politic to give them up to the Beebee in
the event of their falling into our possession, is a point which we
cannot pretend to determine.

“ From private information we learn that the state of Tippoo’ s'force
there is very weak, consisting only, according to the accounts we have
received, of an officer and 30 or 40 mien.”

No answer to this letter appears to have been sent.

A letter* on record, however, shows that it was suspected that the

* From President to Beebee of Cannanore had clandestinely taken
E:t‘:“:;:;dsl‘;‘t’ﬁ%’;t::g: possession of these four islands to which she had

ber 1799. put up a claim as soon as the war was over; but
Northern  Superin- the fears were unfounded, and the islands were
:.’:?’“‘f:,:ﬁml‘}“:‘;‘::g:; leased by Captain Muuro to Chowakara Moossa

1799. for twelve months.
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The Beebee's claim to the Ameny Islands was report}ed on .by
Mr. Rickards sbout 1804 ; but the records of .the period b(?mg
. Board of imperfect, the correspondence 18 n?t f({rthco.mmg.
Re{gﬁe to Principal The decision of the GoYemment is given in the
gg{]fﬁﬁ'.’;’mgif‘d Bud letter noted in the margin. . . .
«His Lordship in Council bas corfmdered w1.th attention
Pajra. - which has been stated respecting the claim preferred
tho information to the possession of three of the Laccadive

Cannanore .
;;3; thg Biibeezi:iumstances under which those islands were anuexed to
slands ;

i ro and subsequently, by the overthrow of. 1:,he
the ('lomml%l%s ‘i l\gﬁ:an, brought under the authority of the British
empire of ‘PP peared to His Lordship in Council to preclude any

Gjrovernmellllt: h:;eo?pthe Beebee to the possession of that property, for
I'Lght on;a:epno just claim to be placed in any other situation by the
she can

in which she would have stood if such an
conquest of Myf:: ﬂll:; ﬂ::fl :;)endently alsoof that consideration, His
event h'ad nOblfla undir an’y circumstances, deem it to be inexpedient to
Lordship Wwou © £ Cannanore with the authority which she has solicited
vest 1;11116 ]ie:clz::;ve Istands, under the declared aversion of the inhabi-
over the s
tants to her go‘;ertl;nelegz'urt of Directors, however, took a different view.
The Honol;?b ‘z Although it is true that the Beebee of Cannanore
Para. 12f3- Jetter has in strictness no legal claim upon these islands,
ﬁg’?‘:t‘"ﬁe * Honorable we think her case as it now stands rather a hard

the Court bof gi;;cmm’ one. 'The first exchange by which the three
6th December . ‘

Jands were taken from her does not appear to have been sought by
islands

wer on the part of Tippoo.”
hel“,I};\:‘» WI”: a:hz(: ::epopermitted the Rajah of Cherikul to resume
¢ A s

i t she had received in lands taken from
fr.om the_ Beeb:z;};e iz(ll:;tvlzlellnlad been then under our authority, we
his terrltO!l;y:b 17 bave thought it Tight to restore them to her. Their
shov'ld proba ym_ hands by conquest some years afterwards varies
coming mtlo oof the case, but does not, we conceive, altogether answer
indeed-the aw the Company, because it was no doubt the protection
her claim upon Raiah of Cherikul which enabled him to resume and
wo gave 10 the trng glo the grants made to her by Tippoo, so that our
]aeep mth()l;?;:s in effect somewhat more than passive in this business.

overnme

T inion that, though from the aversi(')n of the inhabi-

We, ther;fore, &::n‘:flzzt of the Beebee it may not be-adwsfable _to restore

z;ntspt(;; :e ; 5;‘7 of those islands to her, some consideration in money
o

ghould be allowed her on acconnt of them.

annanore to three of the Laccadive Islands which had

: y of C
* 227, 228. Claim of the Beebee al compensation.

peen ceded by her to Tippoo for en equ
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“That shey (the Board of Revenue) be required to state their opinion

Extract from the Re.
golution of Government,
dated 1st Angust 1806.

respecting the amount of the pecuniary compensa-
tion which may be deemed due to the Beebee of
Cannanore on the principle stated by the Honor-

able Court.”

Board of Revenus to
Principal Collector, 8rd
December 1806.

*Principal Collector to
Board of Revenue, 6th « Para. 3.
April 1807 in Canara

The Principal Collector reported* having com-
municated with and obtained sundry information
from the Principal Collector of Canara. -

The answer of the Principal Collector
gtates the average net proceeds to

Government from the Beebee’s three islands at Star Pagodas 3,004-4-64

per annum.

« 4, As the original owner
The Cannanore family claims of th

and proprietor of these islands the
e Beebeo extend, I should presume,

. ne _
s 8 raler, not Jonny o no further than to derive that emolument from

dives proper. their procee

they been included among those
Company by the treaty of Seringa

«5. The' islands which ceded

As far as the official records go this po-
gition seems to rest only on the assertion
of the Beebee of Cannanore. The jnmma
of Cherikul in the schedule of the treaty
of Seringapatam shows that the revenues
of the island were included, and snch the
Joint Commissioners considered to have
been the case.

The Beebee of Cannanore enjoys nothing
in the shape of rent (except on private
gardens) on the Lacoadives proper. The
rovenues derived is that of a dominant
power, not the rental of a landlord and
proprietor.

¢« 6, The exemption or enams

Mistaken notion of the position of the
Beebee of Cannanore on the Laccadives.
The records are lost entirely sight of;
the slightest referemce to them must
have shown the erronevmsness of this
position, The power she retains are nob
those of proprietor, but is always spoken
of even in the official records as those of
soversignty. The nature of the fund
from which the greatest part of the reve-
nue is paid is loet sight of, 1,300 rupees
only being the jumma on the actual pro-
perty owned by the Beebee of Cannanore.

ds as she would have obtained had
of her islands which ceded to the
patam in 1792, o
to Company by that treaty were
exempted from Tippoo’s revenue,
equally with the three islands now
claimed by the Beebee, asshe appears
to have held them in general, on
what may be termed, enam under
Tippoo’s government, who granted

to her a jaghire or rather enams in
Cherikul in Leu of the rents she

was supposed to have netted from
the three islands which were after-
wards resumed and annexed to the
Beddenore or Canara Cutcherry.

on the islands which ceded to the
Company under the treaty of 1792
were not continued to the Beebee,
but she was allowed, in common
with every jenmkar in the province
to exercise the rights of proprietor
and retain management of the pro-
- perty which she possessed in them
upon payment to the Sircar annually -
the sum of 11,200 rupees, which,

from the best information at that time procurable, was considered to be

. their available jumma.
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“That “hey (the Board of Revenue) be required to state their opinion

i h t of th i -
Extract from the Re. r.espectl'ng the amount of the pecuniary compensa
golution of Government, tion which may be deemed due to the Beebee of

dated st Angust 1806.

Cannanore on the principle stated by the Honor-
able Court.”

Board of Revemus to  Lhe Principal Collector reported* having com-
Principal Colleotor, 8rd municated with and obtained sundry information

December 1806.
*Principal Collector to

from the Principal Collector of Canara.

Board of Revemue, 6th Para. 3. The answer of the Principal Collector

April 1807.

in Canara states the average net proceeds to

Government from the Beebee’s three islands at Star Pagodas 3,004-4-64

per annum,

“4. As the original owner and proprietor of these islands the
The Cannanore family claims of the Beebee extend, I should presume,

it a ruler, not jenmy on

the islands of the Lacca- 10 further than to derive that emolument from
dives proper. their proceeds as she would have obtained had

they been included among those

of her islands which ceded to the

Company by the treaty of Seringapatam in 1792.

“5. The islands which ceded

As far as the official records go this po-
sition seemsg to rest only on the assertion
of the Beebee of Cannanore. The jumma
of Cherikul in the schedule of the treaty
of Seringapatam shows that the revenues
of the island were included, and such the
Joint Commissioners considered to have
been the case.

The Beebee of Cannanore enjoys nothing
in the shape of rent (except on private
gardens) on the Laccadives proper, The
reveuues derived is that of a dominant

power, not the rental of a landiord and
proprietor.

““6. The exemption or enams

Mistaken notion of the position of the
Beebee of Cannanore on the Laccadives.
The records are lost entirely sight of ;
the slightest reference to them must
have shown the erronevusness of this
position. The power she retains are not
those of _proprietor, but is always spoken
of oven in the official records ag those of
sovereignty. The nature of the fund
from which the greatest part of the reve-
nne i8 paid i8 lost sight of, 1,300 rupees
only being the jumma on the actual pro-
perty owned by the Beebee of Cannanore.

to Company by that treaty were
exempted from Tippoo’s revenue,
equally with the three islands now
claimedby the Beebee, asshe appears
to have held them in general, on
what may be termed, enam under
T1ppoo 8 government, who gra,nted

to her a _]ag}nre or rather enams in
Cherikul in lieu of the rents she

was supposed to have netted from
the three islands which were after-
wards resumed and annexed to the
Beddenore or Canara Cutcherry.

on the islands which ceded to the
Company under the treaty of 1792
were not continued to the Beebee,
but she was allowed, in common
with every jenmkar in the province
to exercise the rights of proprietor
and retain management of the pro-

- perty which she possessed in them

upon payment to the Sircar annually
the sum of 11,200 rupees, which,

from the best information at that time procurable, was considered to be

their available jumma.

129

kul was not recog-
“7 The jaghire granted to~ the Beebeo in Cheri

uséa by G(J)virnment but allowed to beresumed by the Rajah, thhz’n
whade territory it was situated, for the i'easonsv stated in Mr. Rickard’s
ohter tb tht Board of the 18th August 1803 ;

L have seen the sunnud in the Beebee 8 possessmn under which
§he fp%%med herejaghu'e ¢onsisting of five tarrahs in Cherikul District.

The sunnnd partmplanses the rent on each description of land con-
inined in those five tarrabs, maklng the total thereof amount to Ru}:‘ees
4 Hath heon bravsfor- 7,380 per annum. It notices the resumption * by
#edl by Ally R*‘j‘h*‘“h’, the Sn:car of three of the Laccadive Islands as
?:f::d oot the bemg the canuse of the assignment to the Beebee of

the five tarrahs hove, mentxoned .
mﬁ P &;armf mmmandmh;ch 'ehe Baehea has, transmtted to

h TS m abggract. the eircumstances of - ﬂ\a*g} e Jratizac~
pr ve.i lion, aftar hotieing it to.higve. baen 'a matter of
siwm: “‘ mm . . compulsion on the part of. Rippoo, she states'that
Tlppoo calculated her three islands to have" ‘been worth: to her 6,600 .
per annum, and estimated the five tarrahs _assigned to her in lieu ab

Ru es7 380 per anDum.

‘rm" The Prmclpal Collector’s (of Canara) avera.galpf t}!s{ nua.l
VIRE 5 “produce t of the islands’ amoun%a, o5 T ‘have
dﬁ,ﬁv ;g;;,‘;%}:m {mltéadyyatated;: toS Ps. U mgkh:ghdlﬂ‘erenée
m the- dralb. ou3 ee:xxpgaﬁvelsrwmh'

.,‘- ot . ln Ghenk\ﬂ.pfjs

ReAR ﬁng&m comvpenﬁ&frwn to. bemow gman to the Buebeo

and considerihg: the ferms on which .
”"“"mﬁﬁé’m&'ﬁ'ﬁ"" sbg posseﬁmmﬂg:e islands already in-
?°H°Y°i’1’°‘“. her possedsion, she - cannot I pre-

. . sume be deemed entitled to a larger
proportion of the net :pfocoeds of -
]1 L i

or of the islands>

eﬁ“fo

liék ‘hand, be BBfisider

o “Bippec’s jaghire . -
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“13. :A]lowing the preceding data to be 8 fair principle of estimating
the claims of the Beebee of Cannanore, it remains to be decided from
what period they are to be calculated, S

“ 14. Should the liberality of Government consider her to be entitled
to the arrears of her share of the net rent since the islands have reverted
to the authority of the Company’s Government, the sum of Star Pagodas
19,032-38-32, being "the half of net collections’ from fogly 1209 to
fusly 1215, as per Mr. Reid’s letter, will now be her dae:" = - ’

“15. Shonld Government consider. her entitled to the propnetor’g
share of the rent from the date only of the Court of Directors’ orders,
the arrears due to her will be abadt half of the net collections of the

last and current fuslies, or Star Pagodas 4,462-7-16, and she will of
courge be entitled to half of the rents of each ensuing year. -

“16. But if i6 be the strict intention of the . Honorsble ‘Court of
Directors that some consideration in money should be-allowed to.the
Beebee of Cannanore on acocount of the islands in question, I lhoulgji in
that case propose that she shall be paid a sqm of ‘money the interest sf .
which shall ensure to her one-half of the snnual net aversge golloctions
of the islands calculated from fusly 1209 to fusly 1218, which by Mr,
Reid’s letter before referred to will be Star Pagodas 1,500, The principal
to yield which income at 12 per cent. per annum being about Star
Pagodas twelve thousand five hundred (12,500), I beg leave humbly
to submit to your Board how far it may be consistent with the orders
of the Court of Directors to present that sum to the Besbee of Canna-
nore, in full of all her claims upon the Honorable Company, past,

present, and futurs, for the iglands in question, ’
“ 1 have the honor, &c.”

The proposed compensation was probébly offered to the Beebee of
Cannanore and rejected as inadequate, and the matter rested for many
years. ‘ . .

It is to be regretted that much correspondence is probably missing;,
88 it might have been of importance to know whether' the. doubtfal *
position ‘taken in the above letter wére permitted t.gym, or whather
any reference "was made to the voluminous and condlisive docaments
already on record sélstive to the Beebee of Cannanei®’s tentivs, on the-
Laccadives, wolig T T N

A

.
R S CONANE S TR YAV N

Y ¥ 1 §

Ny o final report on the subject of the claims
5 wn;“zd Of g:;e:uep?;:ned by ths Begbee’ of Cannanore ;{1 ;coogn;
2& w:f'ﬁo:émi . of the Amend_eyyj;:lﬁand. In paragraphs im
"datod rd Ootober 1838 ) great delay g accounted fqr by the perp ex'lty
o Haed Fighnoss” s which had ensued from confounding these claims
g ' with other points of litigation betwefal.l the Beebee
o w0 o B9 of Cennenore and Rajah of Cherikul. Para.
v _. 'ld 5 Qomin ;a;ﬁtcpn.cise reeupitu]aﬁon of the hlBtOl'y of ?he
i 4.-511? these islands o Tippoo in 1784 and the compensation
""“‘9"""«““ 'od xt vpﬁnce"s‘siinnnd held by Beebee of Cannanbr'e tilt
gramted 02O e conquest of Malabar in 1792 by the Rajah of
its mgppﬁ?ﬂ s annllyof the British during the war. In paragraphs
herikul, w'hom ibula the revify} of the claims in 1803, when they
% ';‘hp Sit‘;ﬁw(}ovamment, 14th January 1804, as shown in Board
&% latter 40 .tho Collestor, 2nd Februsey 1804, and the
w taken by the Honorable Court of Directors in  their

;%dp}% o Noye: # 1805. In paragraph 9 the Board reviews
letber. ot *hfﬁi&%ﬁoﬁm Princimoll'ectog of 6tk April 1807, .
v g:r: “ ph“ uiaappears that the Principal Col!ecbor had bgen
e pt . offef to the Beebee of Cannanore an abatement of revenue
?%msed 58-0“ agodlas per annum, that being the estimated value, less
Ofdbog tl’éednczfons, of the islands to which the Beebee of Cannanore
wie #FP- C @id not scquiesce till 1822, as by her lotter to the -
'.%Mﬂ pyth June 1833 . g0 13 01 mevenwe. The Board the? ;éréc:;ga to |
114y thab tho Sonquesh of ke Beobée of Cantinore,
Eenfmrk @”agﬁnﬁ):lht;t ';‘xl'lgpod, %" might’ n’ e ‘irsh instance have
w‘liulq msh'l i coinﬁenéaﬁoﬁ on’ the ‘part of ue - British Government a
R dshation, bt 86 the Honorablé the Court of Directors have
pomntes od that this circtimbtance shall tiot operabef%fthe'detrm'len.b- of
dotermnos the Board propdde that the terms offered by the Prmclp:.;l
ber °1%P"" . Oollestor in the first instance be made the bas;s‘
, U-B-«“‘I‘%,g’: &’,‘,‘ﬁf af ati arrangement for the abatement of revenue
B S musedh . i .:itothat amount, and that arrears from 6th Novens;,
ne«“ 405 thém of -the receipt of »@ézo‘rﬂars‘of tlhaHonomble Cghﬁ«
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the Court of Directors, and in no degree to be founded on right ; as she
declined to avail herself of the proposal made to her in consequence of
the Honorable Court’s instructions up to the 27th of June last, the
Governor in Council is of opinion that it is only from that date that
she should be allowed to reap the benefit of it.”

A remission was accordingly sanctioned* in “ compensation for the

* From Secretary to  Josg of the Amendevy Islands. But the Govern-
Government to Board, . ..
18th March 1823. ment desire that a formal renunciation be-taken from
: her of all further claims on the same account, and in
acknowledgment that the transaction is closed and set at rest for ever.”

From Principal Col-  The Collector reports having  communicated
L"f:?ﬁ:é’egi’?{f&fb%ﬁ:fy' the resolution of Government to the Beebee of
1823.
first answer was of that indefinite nature which is the constant practice
of natives who make a point of never relinquishing a claim, or
abandoning a point for which there is the least opening. I therefore
wrote to her again to request a categorical answer, intimating
that the same principle which influenced Government in awarding a
certain and defined pecuniary compensation from the 27th June last
might operate in the present instance if she did not in plain and
decided terms accept or refuse to abide by the terms offered ; that of
course if it was ber desire, I would forward copy of her answer for the
further consideration of Government, but that the consequences were
on her own head. To this I received a long memorial, both in English
and Malayalum, recapitulating her claims, &c., in reply to which I
repeated my former arguments, and requested a positive and direct
answer, and have received another letter accepting of the terms, but
requesting that I will again bring to the favorable consideration of
Government her former claims.” He requested further instructions
“as from the disposition of the family I am convinced that they

will never cease prosecuting their claims until the door is closed .

to them by peremptory and final decision from Government, and that
whilst they accept of the proﬁ’e}'ed terms, it is their intention to
renew their claims from time to time, so as to keep it alive to an

indefinite period on the hopes that by perseverance they may at length
obtain their end.”

The Beebee's memorial and the Principal Collector’s letter of the 11th

Cannanore. *And stated that: Para. 2. “ Her

~that she may pe informe

t From Board of Reve. April were submittedt to the Government ; when

nue to Chief Secretary
to Government, 5th May
1823. .
From Becretary to
Governinent té Board of
Bevenue,16th May 1823,

orders were passed that ¢ the Honorable the
Governor in Council does not think proper to
comply with the request of the Beebee of Cannanore
that the compensation granted to her for the loss of

Amendevy Islands may begin to take effect from an earlier date.”
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. : tently paid to the Beebee of Canna-

The amount hq}’mrﬁal;egléegléffvi‘::g;gaiion of all fu'ture .claims had
nore berore thehm;Se'e’bee of Cannanore passed ‘f rec(,a:pts improperly
been exe?uted, t E & they keep alive her pretensions, and as, on her
worded, inas muc achange these receipts, she refused to do so, ,Fhe
being callfa a. O?C:l(_) matter was referred* to GoYernment through the
* Fromg’or;‘?gl(li’gﬂeve- Board of Revenue,T on which the Honorable the

' . o that
Sooretary to (yovernor i Council was pleased] to desire tha
+ From

i ‘be made by the
f Revenue 1o rther payment may .
lsag::jm(; to Govern- ‘]‘;I}zcif;al Collector of Malabar to the Beebee of
T1 ,

823, R .
ment,25th August 1825 D ore until he has obtained the requisite
f ann

tatl her of all further claims on
Re venue,19th Pecember renun clation rom

v

' . T enclose a petition on the subje‘ct
ndevy ISla&iSBeebee, and I am directed to desire
ived fl‘g‘ihat the Governor in Council does not see

»
.+ it, and has finally disposed of the case.
§it to comply wivh 1t & (Signed) W ROBINSON,
. , " Head Assistant Collector.
(



APPENDIX B.

Sommary Skrrem or TEE FrscaL SysTeM oF THE AMENY ISLANDS.

Subsequent to the defection in 1784 the Ameny Islands were placed
under Tippoo’s officers. I have not learnt what modification in the system
which had obtained took place, probably none except a reduction in
the commutation price at which rice was supplied from 2} to 2 rupees
per robbin. After the fall of Seringapatam they were leased for four years
to Chowakara Moossa at an average rate of 8,400, In 1804 Mr. Reade
revised the system, abolished all restrictions and monopolies, that of
coir excepted, and fixed the price at 25 rupees per candy of coir—75
per cent. of which was to be paid in rice at 2 rupees per moodah,
and the balance in cash. The import and export duties were commuted
to a fixed impost of half a maund of coir per moodah of rice supplied,
amounting to a reduction of about 124 per cent. on the entire value,
leaving the actual value of coir about 21 rupees 4 annas per candy of
640 Ibs. The profit on coir, valued at 65 rupees per candy, was then
about 200 per cert., or about 43 rupees.

The commutation price of 2 rupees per robbin being kept up, while its
value fell to 1 rupee 8 annas per moodsh, enhanced the profits by saving
25 per cent. on that portion paid in rice, and made the payments virtu-
ally about 17 rupees per candy, at which rate they stand now slightly
reduced by a fixed classification introduced as shown in note.

The difference of the price received by the Canara and Cannanore
Islands at the time is about 10 rupees per candy, or about 160 per cent.

No other restriction of any description exists. The salt and tobacco

monopolies, which never practically have been in operation on these -

islands (when receiving it from the Government is optional), have been
formally given up and other 1ndulgences granted.

The administration of justice is in accordance with the Regulation.
The civil business being done by the Collector under Regulation V. of
~1822 a Regulation which is in operation in the district of Canara.

An efficient and respectable Shibundy is kept up at an expense of
from 560 to 600 rupees per annum.

The Canara Islands yielded between 18056 and 1826 an average
revenue of 20,000 rupees from the coir monopoly alone.

Between the years 1827-—35, consequent on the low prices of coir, the

 revenue fluctuated exceedingly, and the average of five years, 1830—85,
was as low as 1,768 rupees; after which the market for coir, though
permanently reduced at least 10 per cent., righted itself in some
measure, and the net revenue of the islands, less all eXpenses for police,
&c., has exceeded 8,000 rupees per annum for 12 to 15 yea.rs past. The
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number of productive trees of the four islands having during’ the same
time averaged from 65,000 to 70,000, the revenue derived has equalled
an assessment of nearly 2 annas per tree, which, I _believe, is the
average jumma on cocoanut plantation in Malabar.

Particulars of the Trees in enjoyment of the Pandaram in Agaty in December
1847, showing the nature of "those properties.

] "
* g o g &
L. LB
£a| 5 " e
to % 24 Q
RN sh| 6|3
ef | » | & el w | &
Tekkacherry.
Within Tekka Pék. 11. East of the Totam.| 11 .. 82
1. West of Kunyn
Nupinoda and Panda- Not takenare{ mah . - 4| ..
ram... wee  “v.| 662 ) numerous. [13. Eastof Totem ... 12 1 24
14. Belly Matody ...{ 136 { ... 19
Arenado Kal. 16. By Knmbangare 1} ..
16. Petambalat .. 8 0 7
Addy.. .. .| 60 6 19 117.  Do. porthof 13 1 39
Ballap .. .| 186 111 9 (18, Near Arkal .. ; 19 3 4

Tottakery .. 30 3
Totel ... | 888 | 120 28

Total ... | 290 22 | 216

Baddakachery.
Without the Pak.
, 1. Near Jumat Pally. 51 2

1. Ruttyaweran Kar- 2 Near Jumat

yakar .. 81 33| 130 | Pally,eastof .. 1) o
2. Koyama Karyakar 83 | 405 | 203 | 3, Kalady Kollom...| 101 4| 232
3. Yeryangakad .| 10 .. «. | 4. By Kilacherry ... | 20 9 14
4. By Marka.r Pally. 74 o .. | 5. By Pale Pully ...| 24| 140 | 401
5. Bakina Kad .| 96 2| 106 | 6. Tawakkal Ody ... 1] . 2
6. Beedari Ode ... 134 .. «o | 7. By Yulleka ... 21 .
7. By the Yella Pally. 9y . o
8. Manakada el 251 e 29 . Total ... | 154 ) 153 | 751
9. Near Moiden Pally | 38 4! 209

Total ... |1,195 | 564 | 705 Baddake Pk,

10.  Yeddacherry. Pandaram ... .| 8471 2681 o
1. Talkakada, &o..:. 807 »_444 667

Baba Karyakar Parly.| 81| 200 4

And by the 8heik ) ‘ N;)im
Pally .. | 281 1 18 : b

2. Yeddakata, &e. .. 21 3 4 ear-
8. Umanyode ~ «. | ¢ 71 oo |, o | , fmg2
4. Do, eastof, 4 ... or
6. Wolambat 51 1 or8
6. Kumli)u Mel ... 73 oo oo , yesrs.
- 0. east o
179 Beryatu ... ?‘ 7] o |Tingsram .., 12,605 |1,798 | 746
9. Kunynmatha, &o,| - | - 38 |Bingaram .., (2,928 |1,452 [2,306

10, By the B8heik

Pally .. .. .10 9 31

(Signed)  W. ROBINSON,
Heed Assistant Collector.
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Jomnr MacrsTraTy's OrricE ox Circorr,
CANNANORE, 6th October 1847,

From
R. CHATFIELD, Esq.,
Joint Magistrate of Malabar,
To
H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., ‘
Magistrate of Malabar. -
Sir,

I have the honor to forward, for your perusal, certain depositions
taken from some inhabitants of the Beebee’s Island of Androt by which
you will be made acquainted with one of the most 'bruta’l cases of

oppression, and death in consequence thereof, that I ever remember
have met with. °

T am at a loss what further steps to'take in this matter ‘
. , 88 the off
are servants of the Beebee of Cannanore enders

such criminals should escape exemplary punishment, and T hope th,
Government will authorise their being brought before a tribunalpwh °
they will meet with punishment, which, however great, must b ore
than their offences deserve. » Tmust be less

I have removed to Tellicherry all the witnesses in this
their being molested or tampered with, as the
extremely timid and simple, and seem to hol
than the more civilised natives of the coast,

If any communication could be made with Mr. i "
evidence on the spot it would be highly advisab}:?bl?sz;:z‘ :alsmg
obtain a boat for the conveyance of a letter to that gentleman bpt,eh o
been unable to succeed in my object, and we mugt expect BJte e
taken to Femove the witnesses and confuse the eviden ps to be

- ce with g vi
prevent the capture or conviction of the principal offenders ? v}iew v
oW in the island), \ ~ Who are

poor creatures ape
d truth in more respect;

I'have, &c.,

(Signed) R. CHATFIELD,
.Toinf Magistrats,

; 1t is distressing to think that

case to avoid
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Cavicut, 9th October 1847.

No. 1,607.

From

H. V. CONOLLY, Esq,

T Magistrate of Malabar,

To

R. CHATFIELD, Ese,

o Joint Magistrate, Cannanore.
SIE,

I will translate the documents submitted with your letter of the 6th

;nstant and send them to Mangalore, with a request to Mr. Blane;l to
}ziwa,rd them by the earliest opportunity to the island  where

i is likely by this time to be. . . '
Mlﬁl ROII{):ll)sizzo: hlas n{)t iymprobably heard somethl.ng of f:hls oppressive
d gruta] conduct of the Beebee's Kariastan dur.lng: his resxdencehat;
fndrot Tt will be very desirable te hear from him if he has 8o, }v; a
he has aone ip consequence, or what he thinks best t:,o do now. ; ere
wpill be little difficutly in his getting back to Androt, if necessary, from |
any of the other islands.
1 have, &c.,
igned H. V. CONOLLY,
(Sigaed Magistrate.

Cavnicur, 12th October 1847.

No. 1,615.
From
H. V. CONOLLY, Esq,
Magistrate of Malabar,
e W. ROBINSON, Ese.
. Acting Head Assistant of Malabar.
Siz,

i late to a cruel case of
or to forward papers which re .
T have the _hOn oppression said to have taken place some time ago
' B‘mf'I" 1%2};2-137%::& at Androt. In the uncertainty whether you have
N ! 3 I .
6 Gotober 1847, heard any thing of it in your late sojourn ab that

T‘?ﬁcﬁé’i?; )fl:ﬁ:ih;t& island and taken any steps in consequence, I
el )

October 1847. do not exactly know what to sugge.st; I leave

he matter, therefore, for your own judgment as remarked in my letter

:oeMr Ch;.tﬁeld- Tt is clear that, presuming the case to be as repre-
' 18
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sented, it is very desirable to bring the guilty parties to justice. I
doubt not that they are amenable to a British Court of Justice, and that

the Government would wish the trial to take place before the Sessions
Court of Calicut or Tellicherry.

I have, &c., ,
(Signed) H. V. CONOLLY,
' " Mogistrate.

Cavicur, 26tk January 1848.

From
W. ROBINSON, Esq.,
Acting Head Assistant Magistrate,
To -
H. V. CONOLLY, Esq.,* .
Magistrate of Malabar.
SR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
12th October last, with enclosures, and beg now to submit the record of
the further local inquiry made by me under your direction.

The circumstances of the case are simply these. On the 9th of Medom

The month a8 ron (17th April) last the island of Androt was entirely

e I - . .

koned in the islands is laid waste by the hurricane. The disaster was

z flft.%:t %i)’fhgozgt‘fance early reported to the Pandaram of Arkal (the local
name for the Beebee’s government), when about

400 moodahs of rice were despatched to the island to be sold to the people

for coir at the monopoly price which has for some years been established
on the islands, 4.e., six maunds of coir of the value of 5

or 6 rupees per
moodah of rice.

The rice was placed as usual in the hands of the Karya-

kars and Accountants and some of the principal inhabitants, for distri- -

bution. It soon became sufficiently evident that there must be a famine
during the monsoon on the island, and much irregularity occurred in
regard to this rice; those who most needed it got little of it even at
theprice. The rice was housed in an open shed, the Arkal godown, as
almost all the houses on the island had besn destroyed by the hurricane.
Shortly after being placed there three moodahs of rice disappeared.
Embezzlement was at first suspected, the Nadpals (Beebee’s peons)
Were examined, and many houses searched without suceess. Aboub

eight days subsequently the principal Karyakars, &c., determined to
“put all persons who might be suspected to the ordeal. Thekmaveet
Kassinn Koyah prepared

: , the usual test, and somie 15.or 20 individuals
ato of the bread. One of the thieves, Rajab Kutty, confessed and

. :,hyoﬁie:’nzzs of the families were prevented from accompanying these
e

“brough
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‘ i ice. rdered to
s mpli Poker as his accomplice. They were of
;:n Phcei::gk ti‘:)i?; which they did, and a fine of double the amount
Ting

stolen wag 1mpose i ition i i <) aryaka.rs determined
1 d in addition. Besides this the K

t 'nt;)lpra.ctice a custom of the islands locally termed Cowrachy.*

topub 1 y

0 hy is pub in force, generally for offences against the Pandaram ;
- Qowrac

i i re punished in the same way. The
and 8072 ‘;:hezﬁ'};zgi;“iscrsllze;esl; Sisited by a mob headed by the
house of t,f‘ i,he Beebee, and every thing, to the ornan?ents on the
Nodpe’ ()i" females and the household utensils, are carried off. .The
f ersm:;aiding on their property are also confiscated to the private
rees _
account. o th: gej:lale.be geen that the two houses of Beyata Pera and

In\'thls i ere visited by a large body of men headed by Nadpals and
Ularil Fer? meer of the Karyakar’s family. The prisoners who were

ties, lest they should manage to secrete anything. JIn Uluvil Pera
rties, 1 :

i bu, Moossa Poker’s wife, and

i £ the visit were Ajjima Sema u, . nd

;f e ]Tal,n(ih(:a former and latter were examined before the Joint Magis-
omnac

te) Semabu was at the time still confined to her cot, having been
" {rate) ; nm .,

lv a week prior—the females were turned out of the

¥ t(;,’ :;'(iip(;:;g of the 'jeI:wels, &c., on their persons at the l.mnd.s

hous = hile others entered the house and collected every thing it

o ; The indignity of this proceeding was naturally sore-ly felt,

coati,l}l::re; seems to have been as much roughness used as might be
an

cted at the hands of such people. I inspected the jewels and found
" expe :

that several of the bangles had been cut with a knife and -otherwise
ab 8 )

hed and broken in stripping them off. But the worst feature of
. wrenched ;

haginess is the rousing Semabu, then in a sickly state, from her cot
the busine her before the 40 days’ seclusion were over. o
and exposmgh. : incture that the child, her newly-born infant, is said
. It was atlt liereen pushed out of her arms. This beinga point of
to hav'e fal in ce, ocoupied my particular attention. All the evidence
much lrf‘Pc:lr an til is point is such as appears in the deposition of
I obtainec o1 other, while a few others ‘depose to having heard that
Semabu, the moxim a’te cause of its death, which very shortly ensued.
%is w;i;?:szzms fell sick about this time, pined away under dysentery,
"he chi

' died the tenth or twelfth day after the occurrence. There were no
~ pnd die

arks about the body ; and if it did fall it may be doubted whether
marks about

i fall caused the disease of which it finally died. I should be
the fall cau

. ‘ famine which about this time
. 3.+ the Wretched state of
afraid, congidering S :
‘ . g robbety with violence, and is used indiscriminately
® The wﬂl‘d:: u_'mu:n:.“t; these ‘zholoaalo confiscations and the plundering of
by the islanders with. ‘

pirates.
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existed ifi the island, to attribute the death to the fall. My returns
show that the deaths during those two dreadful months from dysentery,
famine, and dropsy exceeded 200, and a very large portion of the
deceased were females and children of tender age. The very fact that
almost the whole family, men, women, and children, were constrained to
start during the monsoon for the coast in small open rowing boats
shows that this family were among the severest sufferers. I early
became acquainted with all the circumstances of the case, but heard

nothing of the alleged murder till the question had been raised on the

coast, nor can I find that my peons heard this version of the matter,
although we were for weeks on the island. My own impression is
certainly that the death occurred from natural causes consequent on
the wretched state of the island, and thai the circumstance has been
made a convenience of in exaggerating a proceeding of a most irregular
and reprehensible nature, which was conducted there is every reason

to ‘believe, with little gentleness, delicacy or consideration. I must at

the same time admit that a different opinion may be formed, and that
the persons who committed the act must bear the disadvantage of such
an inference.

In Beyata Pera there were Moossa Poker’s aged mother (since dead)
and father ; the deposition of the latter, a very old and sickly man, will
be found on the record now submitted. - Eivery thing in the house was
similarly ©“ Cowrachied,” and his mother’s person stripped of her orna-
ments. Moossa Poker was not present at the time, his aged parents
were there alone. I examined the old man and Moossa Poker, and they
both attribute the old woman’s death to the fright she then got. She
is said from that time to have pined away gradually and died within
one month. I must repeat my impression that with regard to this also
I think that the death occarred from other causes than fright; but
must admit that rough treatment must have seriously affected the
health of one so frail and aged. Moossa Poker personally represented
the circumstances of the case to me on my firs arrival, when he did
not mention this matter. I observe, however, from allusions in the
papers forwarded to me, that a private letter which had passed between
members of the family has been filed before the Joint Magistrate ; from
this probably may be gathered whether the family really entertained
the belief now asserted relative to the proximate canse of the old
woman’s sickening from the first, or whether a fortuitous circumstance
has been made use of to aggravate a serious grievance.

Moossa Poker and Rajab Kutty were both retained some time in
custody, but the difficulty of obtaining food was so great that it became

necessary to release them. In the meantime most of their families
were compelled to leave the island in & starving state.

Permission to
accompany them was withheld.

¢
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Very shortly after my arrival in the island in September last the caso
was brought to my notice. For various reasons I was unwilling to
interfere directly. I listened carefully to all I was told, but complaints
and dissatisfaction were so general here as elsewhere, that I was afraid
of showing the particular interest which minute questioning always
implies. I, however, on this, as on many other cases, spoke strongly to
Xoyah Kutty, the Beebee’s Agent then with me, directing him to settle
it, or otherwise I should be compelled to interfere. I desired him
to return all the property to the parties, and we agreed that a fine which
had already been imposed by the decision of the principal inhabitants,
of double the amount stolen, would suffice. This punishment was
slight, but there were many eéxtenuating circumstances, and the whole
proceeding had been so reprehensible on the part of the Pandaram

that I thought that the confinement and other annoyance already

endured, enhanced the puvishment greatly. The jewels, &c., were |
returned with my knowledge, and I was told by the Kariastan Koyah
Kutty that a fine of the amount agreed on had been imposed. I heard
nothing further of the case till it was revived by your letter of the 12th
October last. When 1 returned to Androt to make full local i inquiry
people wereall prepared. Half the inhabitants ofthe islands were probably

present at the “ Qourachy,” but they, afraid of being treated as aiders

and abettors, would not give evidence. The further inquiry instituted

under your orders has led me to form a somewhat mere unfavorable
inpression of the “ Qowrachy " part of the matter than T did at first, and
I regret to be obliged to confess that I was misled as to the final settle-
ment. I had supposed that the Kuriastan bad, as recommended by me,
fixed the fine at six moodahs of rice, value about 12 rupees, but find on
inquiry that he had enhanced this by enforcing a further fine of 53
moodahs of rice, which he commuted into a compulsory payment in coir
ab the monopoly price of six maunds per moodah, thereby imposing a
further fine of 25 to 30 rupees. I am explicit on all matters that the
whole case may be before you, and in explanation must remind you of
the anomalous position in which I stood ; for I can assure you that, had
T not resolutely refused to interfere in the internal matters of the island
I should bave been overwhelmed : so great is the discontent

The only thing taken in the  Cowrachy > which was not returned by
the Kariastan was some wood taken from these houses. This has been
embezzled by the Karyakar Cheyah Mulanjee Row, &c., who was at the
time building » boat. In evidence it would appear to have been sold.
This to my certain knowledge is a story trumped up long subsequent
to the matter having been first bronght under my notice. The Karya-

kar is a man of influence and wealth on the island.’

‘With reference to the conduct of the Kariastans Cheyah Mulanjee Row,
Hussan Kutty Mulanjee Row, &c., I think that they only put into exe-
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‘cution an gstablished custom of the islands—one which you will observe
was practised only four years ago by the same Karyakars without repre-
hension. They considered this a case which called for the measure, as a
quasi-State offencé. The system ig at fault, not the persons, except in
8o far as the subordinates seem to have acted in an especially objection-
I may mention that the Beebee’s Kariastan

who accompanied accorded his distinct approval of their conduct whan

ble way in this matter.

)

I spoke to him of the case.

The general matter of the administration of public justice and police
on these islands I reserve for another place. As repects this case I
must express an opinion that the two deaths in question cannot be
attributed entirely to the causes stated. That a « Cowrachy*’ actually
took place with many of its objectionable featutes cannot be denied, but
it must be remembered that ““ Cowrachy *’ is a species of wild, irregular,
retaliative justice which has obtained in the Bebbee’s administration of °

the police of the islands. It would, therefore, not be possible to bring
the Kariastans of the Beebee to justice on any direct charge in the

»

matter.
I have, &e.,

(Signed) ~ W. ROBINSON,
‘ Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Cavcur, 27th January 1848.

No. 185.

From

H. V. CONOLLY, Esq.,

Magistrate of Malabar,

To ‘

R. CHATFIELD, Eseq,, .

' Joint Magistrate, Cannanore.

Sz,

With reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I have the
honor to forward a report* from Mr. Robinson on

From Joint Magistrate, . \ .
dated 6th October 1847,  the subject of the aggravated asssult to which
To Joint Magistrate, oo rtain people of the island of Androt were sub-

dated 9th October 1847, -
_:hmted gﬁghe;‘nstant, jected by some of the Beebee’s people. I shall
with enclosures (to be glad to be favored with your sentiments regard-

returned).
ing the matter.
1 have, &c.,
(Bigned)  H. V. CONOLLY,
SRS Magistrats.
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Jornt Mac1sTRATE’S OFFICE,
TeLLICHERRY, 18t February 1848.

From . :
" . . R. CHATFIELD, Bsq,
T ‘ ~ Joint Magistrate of Malabar,
o
H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., .
. - Magistrate of Malabar.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under
e date the 27th ultimo, forwarding a report* of

QH th turned. R ) td A .
eremih roturmed. My, Robinson’s on the subject of an aggravated

- agsault in the island of Androt, and calling for my sentiments on the

subject.
~ Mr. Robinson’s report confirms so much of the statements made

before me by the unfortunate complainants that it would be superfluous

~ to enter into a discussion on disputable points. Taking Mr. Robinson’s
report as the ground work for a few remarks, I have to observe that the

rice was sold at famine prices, and the  utmost rascality ” practised in

the disposal of it. In consequence of this price and rascalfty a couple

of youths, to save the lives of their relatives, committed the dreadful
enormity of taking what they could not purchase, and what, says the
mother, they must all have perished hopelessly without. For this crime
the whole family is mulct in a preposterous fine, the females treated

* ith ignominity and brutality, and an infant, if not killed assisted by a

fall from its mother’s arms, towards that death whither wretchedness
o otherwise prematurely hurried it. The

ers seems to have been conducted under

and famine might-possibly hav
e worst mis-government could alone

plundering of these poor island
the semblance of a form which th
patronize, and the harshest of all tyrannies alona practise.

Mr. Robinson does not produee to my mind any evidence fo show

that tho infant died a natural death, whereas the apposite conclusion of

lvi;s relatives has every thit%g n itt,s favor, without supposing the event
a8 selzed upon merely with a view to aggravate the general charge ;
but whether the child died in consequence of its fall or in consequence -
of dysenbery_, and whether the old woman expired of fright, stervation, or -
- age, the proceeding from first to last is one of a most sickening nature ;
and ag a recurrence is not impossible where the  Cowrachy” exists,
it is to be hoped, if the culprits are now beyond the reach of civilized

law, that the present case may have some influence in effecting a radi-

cal change on the administration of justice throughout the islands.
: I have, &c.,

- (Signed)  R. CHATFIELD,
o + Joint Magistrats,
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Cavicut, 5th February 1848.

No. 189.

From '

H. V. CONOLLY, Esq.,

Magistrate of Malabar,

To

R. CHATFIELD, Esq,

: Joint Magistrate, Tellicherry.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st.
instant on the subject of Mr. Robinson’s report on a case of assault in
Androt. ‘

The point on which I especially wish for your opinion is whether it
is desirable to prosecute the matber ecriminally, or be content with
obtaining for the sufferers in the assault such compensation as can now
be afforded. In the former case the Government must be moved to

decide by what Court the offence should be tried.

It is in intention to propose such steps as will introduce a system
of justice into the Laccadive Islands and prevent a recurrence of similar
barbarities. - T make this reference to you as you are necessarily better
acquainted, from personal inquiry, with the merits of the case than my-
self. But I think your natural indignation has led you somewhat to
overlook the fanlt which led to the outrage complained of without
attempting to defend the heartless conduct of the Beebee’s people. T
cannot think' that the relatives of the parties who complain to us were
Jjustified in their abstraction of the Beebge’s rice. Much is to be said,

You call the two who mo doubt, in alleviation for men who steal food
ﬁgﬁn’ﬁ? {Zﬁ:hi;le ?)dnré under the impulse of hunger, but their stealing is
was 40 years of age. yet a fault, and one that would be more or less
punished by any authority. :

The great aggravatisn of the assault in the present instance seems to
me to consist in its having involved the innocent, or the compara-
tively innocent, the women who merely partook of the stolen food, in the
punishment aimed at the guilty ; and even this, abominable as it justly is
in our eyes, is only an abuse of authority common among all native powers.

1 have, &c.,
(Signed) H. V. CONOLLY,

Mayistrate.
I beg to attract your attention to the suggestion thrown out in

Mr. Robinson’s report that much light may be thrown on the view
which was originally taken by the sufferers themselves of the amount of
injury inflicted on them by a reference to the letter ““ between members
of the family filed before you.” )

' (Signed) H. V. CONOLLY,

. . Magistrate.

To

Joint MagisTraTE’s CrriCE,

\ TrLLIcEERRY, Oth February 1848.
From

R. CHATFIELD, Esq, ,
' Joint Magistrate of Malabar,

H. V. CONOLLY, Esq,

Magistrate of Malabar.
Sie,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under
date the 5th instant, and, in reply, to state that since Mr. Robinson,

_ after an inquiry on the spot, concludes that the commission of a murder
- cannot be substantiated, and that the barbarous assanlt was perpetrated

when the island authorities were executing a process considered legal,
or st least customary, I do not see what wuse it would be to proceed
criminally against parties who could dispute your jurisdiction and plead
prescription in support of their proceedings. It may be. enough to
guard against the recurrence of future iniquities by an alteration in the
law and the parties who administer it.

The letter you and Mr. Robinson allude to spoke, I think, of the
plunder of goods and the detention under surveillance of part of the
complainant’s family, and I thought all the parties examined before me
looked apon themselves as deeply grieved, and-not likely to consider the
“Cowrachy ” a8 a legitimate, or at least pleasant, way of detecting
thieves and remunerating losses.

1 saw the complainant yesterday, and she informs me that most of the

property taken from them has been restored, and I have to-day written
to the Beebee to hasten the delivery of the remainder.

1 have, &ec.,

(Signed) R. CHATFIELD,
Joint Magistrate.

Memorandum by F. H. Orozier, Hsq., on the Report from Mr. Robinson
on the Laccadive Islands under the Rule of the Beebse of Cannanore.

1. The origin of this report was a complaint arzee to the Collector
of Malabar against the fiscal and judicial maladministration in those
islands under the Beebee’s immediate and sole control.

2. After a brief, strong, encomium upon the zeal and ability dia-
played by his Assistant, Mr. Robinson, in the investigation, Mr. Conolly
proceeds to say that up to the period of Tippoo’s snccessaful invasion the
whole group wss in the Becbee’s hands. From the period of Tippoo's

 fall certain four islands have been

attached to the Government territory,
19 , :
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From fhe foregoing it would, therefore, appear that the local officers
of the present and former times strongly advo-

Paragraph 243, p
P cate annexation. Former Governments consented,

and it would appear now to be a fitting, if not a necessary, occasion for
decided measures—a proceeding which humanity

Paragraphs 345, 246, ould strongly urge, and a pecuniary view nob
, o discourage. ’

The persevering efforts of the Beebee’s family to recover the four
islands nsurped, as stated by Tippoo, and ceded to the Government ab
his fall, added to the known parsimonious aggrandizing nature of the
Mopillah character, would lead to the conclusion that these possessions

were far more profitable than acknowledged, and that other and more

weighty reasons than family pride dictated those appeals.

The clemency of the Court of Directors sanctioned a * right ” con-
sidered by the Local Government and authorities

Conrt’s  Despatoh, g ;
dated 1806, forfeited in 1792-—a right orly acquired after
mei‘;‘,’:?::t’;{_’;gtgﬂgzz: H;tder’s invasion and seizure of all the Cherikul
and Board's Proceed- Rajah’s property, up lo which time tribute was
ings 1823, paid by the Beebee to the Cherikul family.

The details of fature arrangements are deferred, but no real diffi-
culties are by Mr. Conolly anticipated. The Bechee pays 10,000 rupees
a year to Government, presumed to be half the net profits ; this 10,000
it is proposed to relinquish and allow other 10,000, taking in exchange

Paragraph 251, the islat‘ld revenues, which, upder s fair and

. encouraging system, 1t i calculated will prove, even
in a pecuniary point of view, advantageous. ‘

Other uninhsbited islands of the Laccadive group ave described to
be capable of successful occupation and extended culture, and thither.
some of the sufferers, by the late storm, have been already by Mr.
Robineon loeated.

The terrible distress existing in two of the Beebee’s islands has been
entered into with painful detail by Mr. Robinson. The loss of life and
property resulting, as stated in & marginal note to Mr. Conolly’s letter,
may lessen the amount of money payment originally proposed in

‘exchange for the Beebee’s possessions.

Minvre By THE RigET HONORABLE THE GOVERNOR.

. .

I have resd not only Mr. Crozier’s Memorandum, but the whole of
Mr. Conolly’s and Mr. Robinson’s detailed and interesting reports.

T do not think that it is anywhere conclusively shown that the
Beebée of Cannanore has ever consented to transfer the islands she still

-
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possesses to the British Government. I consider the arguments
adduced by the Bombay Government in their correspondence with the
Commissioners to be futile as to establishing our right to claim the
fulfilment of any such agreement, especially in the absence of the “ Origi-
nal Treaty, ’ which is stated to have been drawn up in Persian and to
have been signed by the Beebee.

It therefore seems to me to be quite plain that the first step towards
any such arrangement (supposing it may be otherwise deemed advisable)
will be to obtain the Beebee’s consent ; but, judging from these papers, I
do not see the smallest chance of that being willingly granted. I also
presume that this Government could not enter on any negotiation with
the Beebee for the attainment of that object without the sanction of the
Government of India or possibly that of the Home Authorities.

The next question to be considered is the proposed pecuniary stipu-
lations, and I confess that I sge nothing in these papers to lead me to
suppose that Mr. Conolly’s plan of giving up our admitted claim to a
tribute of Rupees 10,000 per annum, and adding as much more as the
price of the (to be ceded) islands, is likely to be publicly advantageous,

~ at all events for a series of years.

I think there is ample proof in these papers that the inhabitants of
the Beebee’s island have the means of asserting their rights, and that to
a certain degree they do so. In saying this, I am far from wishing to
extennate the mismanagement which is shown to exist, but in the case of
¢ Cowrachy ** or confiscation of property, which forms the concluding

portion of the Appendices to Mr. Robinson’s report, I can perceive no

illegality that is not common in all independent Native States. In the
Mahratta (Paishwas) Government it was much worse. There if a man

had a claim, good or bad, against another, and could not obtain

redress, he had recourse to burning the stacks of a third person, affixing

to a tree or bush at hand the name of his supposed injurer, whose pro-

perty was forthwith,seized and confiscated, whilst the incendiary was

allowed to remain unmolested. Many instances of this kind came before

me after the conquest. of the Deckan, and not only the incendiaries, but

the people of all classes were surprised to find that our measures were

directed to the punishment of the proper criminals. These cases—of
which I speak from personal knowledge—will show that wescannot
safely -draw any comparisons between our own procedure and that of
Native States. ,

I do not understand the principle on which the Joint Magistrate of
Malabar appears to have thought it possible that a case of “Cow-
rachy "’ or “official plunder” occurring in one of the Beebee’s islands
could be investigated in our Courts, but I am glad to see that the inter-
ference of our officers (whether strictly allowable or not) has had the

effect of ameliorating the severity of the punishment.
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whilst five islands also specified, and up to the last year well peopled
and well cultivated, are still in the Beebee’s possession

8. The prosperity and population of two of the Beebee’s islands was
greatly reduced by a storm of last year, that of the remaining islands
is estimated at about 2,000 and 1,500 inhabitants respectively. A very
superior coir, valuable fisheries, cowries, holothuria., and tortoise shells
form the staple produce.

- 4. The natural advantages of the islands are g're&t agd yet the
inhabitants are miserably poor, dispirited and discontented—the result
of oppression and exaction. Their products are disadvantageously

monopolised, and the only return granted rice of

an inferior description. The punishment for
infringement of regulations is most severe; fees for liberty of employment

Paras. 180, 181 of Mr.
Robinson’s report.

and trade, such as fishing, pilotage, &c., are exorbitant ; a.nd all local

appointments are bought and sold.

The Beebee’s power as merchant and sovereign is most injurious to
the interests of the people—a power despotic, mercenary, oppressive,
unfettered, and unchecked by legal or other restraint, comprising

exclusive right to trade, monopoly of produce and mecessary import,
regulator of prices and sole advancer (in grain alone) on credit

conseguence 18 described as universal debt and state of abject. distress,
poverty, and humility.

5. Such is the present fiscal state.
6. The judicial system is said to be equally bad and more disastrous

P h 208 parties of no character or weight holding all
aragrapn =5 - positions of justice and of trust, profit being the
chief or ouly aim in fixing the awards ; money payments liquidate the
most heinous crimes, and by which both the Beebee and her local
Paragraph 210, officers profit according to the crime committed

‘ and amount of payment made; one ascertained
and reported case is instanced for theft—the property of the Beebee ; the

Mr. Chatfield’s re- OTders were so barbarously and indiscriminately
port and pars. 210 of carried out as to injure the innocent, and to be
Mr, Robinson’s.

the probable cause of death, and this is represented -

as no uncommon or selected cage.

So bad in short is the present aspect of affairs in the Laccadives
P that, but for the mixed feeling of hope and fear
aragraph 352,

towards the British Government, open rebellion -

ab the present moment would be manifest, as occurred in 1781 and
1784 in Armeric and its three dependencies.
The Beebee is said o have lost much power, her taxes and monopolies
? Ry, are evaded, and Government aid is sought towards -

~ the support of existing and recovery of her lost
influence,

. The
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Mr. Conolly has explained the futility of this expectation, and ven-
ured to hint a total relinquishment of her right of governmen for some
greed upon equivalent ; pride or a point of honor is stated as the chief
'bstacle to an arrangement which Government interference alone can
oring about.

This appears the only course now left open. The Beebee’s promises
of amendment and reform have only been made to be broken, her
denials of oppression and wrong have been disproved, and her means

even were wanting if the intention existed of governing upon sound
principle. The whole fiscal and police system must in short be changed
and remodelled.

The official records show that in 1797 not only the Governments of
See Governor-Geme- India but also the Court of Directors were fully
ral's Order, dated July :

1795, and Court’s ap. Shve to the evil, and seriously contemplated a
proval, 1797.

remedy.
In 1793 an agreement appears to have been made, but not ratified
or carried out, to the effect that the Beebee’s
Paragraph 239.

entire, possessions on the Laccadives were to be

. sequestered to Government ; again in 1797, after much trouble and sub-

terfuge, a second treaty was agreed to by the Beebee, ¢ that, provided
certain monopolies were reserved to her, the Government might
appoint whomsoever they thought fit to administer justice, &e.”

The political aspect of the world at the time—war with France, &e.—

‘ ‘ appear ) ' ented 8o desirabla
Paragraphs 245, 246. aip:nds alone to have prev

Beyond the fiscal and judicial change, it is not now proposed to
interfere with the Beebee’s position as proprietary or private landlord,
as with her present possessions on the coast so her own arrangements
for leasing or directing her private property in the islands will be
established.

. Much private property is enjoyed on the islands, and the proprietary

pmgmph 188, right ‘seems clearly understood. Over this the

Paragraph 195. Beobee has no feunom claim ; the principal inhabi-
tants are of high caste ancestry, independent and patriarchsl in their
habits,

- So. late as the middle of the last century trade was free and unfet-

' _tered, ‘and the total abolition .of her monopoly in coir in 1793 was
‘ordered: by the Governor-General and approved of by the Court of

Dlrectors i'g, communication to that effect was made to the Beebee in 1795.
In the,aame year (1795) an officer was deputed by the Government
Mr. Bentlby of u,,; to inspect, survey, and report upon the state of

" Enginders.

Poragraph 341, - the islands ; the oppressed and miserable state

of the people was strongly represented by Mk,
Bentley and their anxiety for British mterference
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As wenlready hold a part of the group of islands, and have neces-
sarily some establishments on them, I infer that the same (with, perhaps,
a trifling increase) would suffice for the whole. This and all other ques-
tions connected with the revenue will be best pronounced on by the
Board of Revenue, to whom the papers had better be sent for their
consideration. ,

Should their opinion be in favor of the arrangement suggested by
Messrs. Conolly and Robinson, an application can be made to the
Government of India for its sanction to proposing to (or requiring from)
the Beebee of Cannanore the cession of her islands on such terms as may
be considered fair and just to her interests.

: HENRY POTTINGER.
October 26th, 1848.

Revenue DEpARTMENT.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 10th
November 1848, No. 1225.

Read letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 23rd June 1848,
~ No. 19.

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council observes that,

under date the 15th April last, the Board of Revenue were called on to-

give their opinions on Mr. Robinson’s propositions for the management of
the group of Laccadive Island belonging to the district of Canara, and
he now resolves to transmit the further report furnished by Mr. Robin-

“son through the Collector of Malabar respecting the general condition
and prospects of such of the Laccadive Islands as.are in possession of
the Beebee of Cannanore for their consideration, and in order that the
Board of Revenue may afford the Government the benefit of their views
on the propositions it embraces.

. It does not appear to the Governor in Council to be quite clear that
the Bosbee has ever consented to-transfer those islands to the British
Government, or that she can be prevailed upon, even now, to part with
them on the terms suggested ; nor is he satisfied that the proposed
pecuniary stipulations of giving up an admitted claim to a tribute of
Rupees 10,000 per annumn, with 83 much more as compensation for the
islands to be ceded, is likely to be publicly advantageous, at least for
some years to come, or that with the means the inhabitants of these
islands have of asserting their rights, and of which they avail them.
selves to 8 certain degree, the transfer on their account alone would be

o
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pedient. The expense of managing these islands might not be

eat, a3 the Government have already establishments for their own
ands attached to the Canars District; this question and all others
muected with the revenue will be fully considered by the Board of
evenue in all their bearings, and should their opinion be in favor

* the arrangemedt suggested by Messrs. Conolly and Robinson, they
ill state the terms which they may consider fair and just to the
rterests of the Beebee of Cannanore for obtaining the transfer of the
lands, -

8. In the meantime the Collector of Malabar will urge on the
Jeebee the necessity of aiding the islanders who have suffered so much
luring the late disastrous seasons, as well as of redressing the griev-
mces of which they have already complained, and he will intimate to
1er ﬁmt the Government will expect her to adopt such measures in
sommunicatidn with Mr. Conolly for the better management of these
slands as will prevent future complaints of .oppression on the part

of her agents, and obviate the authoritative interference of this Govern-
ment in behalf of the inkabitants.

" (Signed)  H. C. MONTGOMERY,
Secretary to Government.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Eatract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 2nd
August 1849, No. 349.

-Read letter from the Collector of Canara, under date 27th March

In Consultation, 11th 1848, forwarding copy of Mr. Robinson’s report
May 1848. of 22nd February 1848 upon the effects of the
hurricane of April 1847 upon the Laccadive Islands annexed to the
Canara. District.

: (Here enter No. 28) -

Read Extract Minutes of Consultation, 15th April 1848; commumcatmg
a report, dated 7th February 1848, furnished through the Collector of
Malabar by Mr. Robmson, relative to the effects of the same hurricane
upon those of the Laccadive Islands which are subject to the Beebee of
Cannsnore, and calling for the views of the Board and of the Collector
of Canara before pa‘ss’mg final orders upon the subject.
- (Here enter No. 392.)

Read letter from the Collector of Canera, under date 27th May 1848,
Tn Consultation, um, submlttlng observations upon Mr. Robinson’s
Jnly 1848, ' raport sent to him with the above extract,

(Here enter No. 40.)
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Read Bxtract Minutes of Consultation, 10th November 1848, trans-

mitting, for the Board’s review, a further report of the 19th May 1848 -

respecting the general condition, management, and prospects of the
Laccadive Islands in possession of the Beebee of Cannanore, furnished
by Mr. Robinson through the Collector of Malabar.

(Here enter No. 1,225.)

Read Extract Minutes of Consultation, under date 19th February 1849
forwarding, for geport, an address from the Beebee of Cannanore, trans:
mitted through the Collector of Malabar, wherein she solicits the
remission of half the peishcush for 15 years in consideration of the loss

sustained in her possessions in the Laccadives in consequence of the
storm of April 1847,

(Here enter No. 173.)

Read letter from the Collector of Canara, dated 9th June 1849, sub-
; In Consultation, 23rd Initting, for the special sanction of Government, an
uly 1849. account of expenses, amounting to Rupees 42-12-9,

incurred on account of two peons deputed to the Amendevy I
the requisition of Mr. Robinson. | vy dslonds of

(Here enter No. 81.)

Read letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 13th June 1849,

In Consultation, 33rd Submitting, for the special sanction of Government
i

July 1849.
“Y 849 . a statement of the charges incurred in affording
relief to the distressed inhabitants of the Laccadive Islands. |

(Here enter No. 48.)

Read Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 4th ultimo referring, for
the early comsideration of the Board, a letter from th’e Collecto;' of
Mal.ab'ar forwarding an address from the Beebee of Cannanore on th
subject of a remission of half of her tribute. e

(Here enter No. 620.)

Read letter to the Collector of Malabar, dated 25th June 1849,
4 H

requesting information as to the relative posit] }
A y t
Beebeo of Cannanore. , position of the Tl and

(Here enter No. 1,366.)

IRead letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 16th July 1849
h‘; fé':;?l“ﬁ“’ 30th farnishimg the information called for in the above-

mentioned letter from the Board
June 1849, ' , dated 206

(Here enter No. 64.)
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Para. 1. The four first papers recorded at the headeof these
'roceedings relate to the effects of the storm of 15th end 16th April
847 upon the Laccadive Islands, both those belonging to the Honor-
ble Corapany and attached to the Canara Distsit, and those under the
'overnment of the Beebee of Cannanore, and to the measures - which
ave been taken, or remain to be-taken, for the relief of the sufferers
pon that occasion. : a : _ ‘
9. The hurricane which visited these islands in' April 1847. ‘is repre-
ented to have been of & violence unparalleled in the recollection or in
he traditionary history of the group! It commenced on ‘the " 18th
\pril ‘about 8 px. from the E.N.E., and seems to have moved in a
N.N.W. direction between the islands and the main land, 8s evinced
y the’ circumstance of the line of islands. next the’coast having
il been. more or less. injured, while .the outer islands were less
{Fected in proportion ;to- their ' distance  from ;the, ¢ . . Its
lestructive effects were aggravated Loth by its having'ocoutred‘at the
jsason of spring tidds, and by its having fallen upion ‘the islands on

heir eastern or more exp

osed sides... The stormi. broke upon Kalpenni, -

ae of the Beobee’s islands, at 8 .. of the 15th, passed on to Androt,

lso belonging to the Beebee, which it ‘resched between 12 and'2 A
sf.the"16th. . It arrived at the Company’s Island of Kil

Jives severely saffected by it at about anhd

L,

ST el

3 'i‘he ﬁoa.rd Wﬂl “fivab

slands. Of these, thb piily one whicks sk suffiwed to any extent s Kiltan,
sud the isjury here sustained wag mainly occasioned by the ingndation,
the epring tide being aboxt fall wheu the storm reached it, 'The firce

£ thia find was less than st the sonph%terly islands ‘of Kalpenni' and .
And#otiprobably aconsequence of Kiltan lying to the westward of the-

et : -
real Gotrse of the hurricane, and the consequences were, therefore, far .

..

lost ;21 dwelling Housés, 38 ouf-houses, 4 mosques. bavs

down or destroyed, and sorie bafikiaid wells filled up.

3 Ay ever’( . i )i , Y

has,” hov (;”%ﬁndf;fheﬁfﬂy’b“?’h. outborn of thé i+ prodice .
“all that?was repairably had aifeady been ripaire “when

legs disastrous. 6,864 troes, including young trees and plantaghaye been
of ‘the -peop!
s ialands six monthe sfterwards. Mr. Robinson

g pdaﬁ;dﬁiﬁmﬁ?ﬂi g0 'lfnpgés, -puyaﬁ‘le within three years,
4o phrty Whosa bost wes #sbckisd. ~hin reosturiondation, and ono to .
o simil ".‘éﬁ'm";.in:y'favw'bfgﬁ:“ inhabitant of another island, has been’

affordod by the Qollector:.- Tp thévother of the Canars Islands—Cheting

0, ana“x,agmwthélcss sustained has been inconsiderablel’ The
ﬁﬁﬂ, uth[m‘éfora", Pl"béeéd ta x:;\‘r,)lfw t}xe condltxo,ll'; of fl/‘g ~B°°Pe§’s
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iglands ; but they will first advert to a few points connected with those

From Osnara, 27th- Pelonging to the Company, which are noticed by ’
March, in Consnitetion, Mr. Robinson in the concluding pamgmphs of his
11th May 1848. '

Fport of 22nd February 1848.
4 4. The prospects of this portion of the Laccadive group are stated to
be encouraging. It was visited by cholera in 1845, when many persons

_were carried off ; but otherwise the islands have been healthy and

the sessons good since Mr. Robinson’s last. visit at the commencement
of that year. The outturn of the season of 1847, notwithstending the
hurricane; was more favorabl® than had been experienced for 10 or 15
years, and the exports, from Amendevy more particularly, have largely
increased. With the exception of Kiltan, where a case of pmsomng,

which it was-feared was not the only one of the kind, had ocgurred, the -

good order of the islands ha.ve been’ mamta.med and crime was on the
decrease.

5. In 48 and the following paragraphs of his report * Mr. Robingon

*39m am)m”y 1848. describes the measures which he took for distribut-

ing, among the parties who engaged to cultivate
them , the waste lands which have hitherto been regarded as the property

of Govemment The arrangements appear to have been very proper e

He has also, for reasons fully set forth in pa.ra.graphs 69 to 72, and in the
justice of which the Board quite concur, recommended that a Karani be
appointed to each of the four Canara Islands, who is ta be permsnently
‘stationed upon hisisland, and, besides keepmg all the accounts, &c., con-
nected with it, will assist the resident peon in the performance of his
general duties, The aggregate salary for the four Karanies at first
proposed by Mr. Robinson was Rupees 87 per annum, or Rupees 18
above the amount of the pay of a single peon, which the Government

(Extract Minutes of Consultation, 12th April 1847,) expl‘essed t.hgmselves

prepared to sanction for the purpose of raiging the efﬁc\ency of the
office. Some further communication has, however, taken place Yetween

him andghe Collector, and the result is & recommendation that the total

. annual charge for the Karanies be augmented to Rupees 126, m\rolvmg,
~ after deduction of the sum paid to the present Karani, a net inerease of
L 'Bmpees 99'per annum, which, as remarked by Mr. Blane, is: M a-amall

sum. after 4ll in comparison of the importance of the ob;eots to be

consideration of ‘Government, and to adviso that the higher rates of
‘salary, Rupees 126, saggested by the Colleotor be sdopted, the payment
as heretofore being made, not fu money bnt in rice.

6. The JPractice of exactmg sand cusser,,.vor makmg a deduction from
the wengx’b'i'fgf the coir on its receipt st Mamgalore on ‘account of sand,
mentioned tr gk

agraph 76 of the report, shiould be at once discomtinued,
mfthe standard quahty of 'its class,” be. taken at the

S bﬁtmnad The Board beg to recommend the yropoeal for the favorable -

. this oseful-dind.  Many wells and 4

“ﬂ )d and ne@the whole f thein ab the tmxb ofj
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actual quantlty dehvered Any attempts ab frand should be treated
upon their merits.

7. The Board will now turn to ‘the Beebee’s Jslands. The ﬁrst of
. these to experience the fary of the hurricane was,

Mr. Robi rt,
7th ;'ebm:ye‘ig«;stempo ag' already stated, . Kalpenni, situated at the

greph 8. soush-eastern extremity of the group.  The storm .
burst .upon this island at about 8 p.a. of the 15th “April, when the
spring tide was -at the full. *‘The sua rose and flooded the whole,
bat across the narrower part of the main land it seems to have
had tremendous velocity. All the trees, with the very soil, and
between 50 and 60 houses were washed into the ocesn with upwards

- of -200: persons, while along the whole length of the shore a flood
1 of 1

oose coral has' been deposited over the’islend, which will render
ycousiderable tract quite unserviceable until it b decomposed

z :_and become soil. Across the broader parts of the island the water
o f;ria: not 8o destructwely rapid, but so commplete was the inundation

6 the first impression' of ‘the islanders was that the whole shoal
® Exoavated lands in "2 SUDK. The water filled the totam* with
which garden produce -8alt water, killing all vegetahon and ' drowning
i raised. many persons. It was in consequence last year
wa.ste.‘ Over the eastern bank of the totam a flood. of
stones was poured which has filled up and destmyed a £
‘ ks were filled with sand and-

stones, and the fresh wa‘her'm all of them wes epoils. The m\mﬂatlon
was probably more deatrnatlve t'han the” wmd, and has shaken the

confidence of the people in the” stabﬂxty of the islands greatly The
‘storm lasted for about an hour in‘all its violence.

» and the wind soon Sprung up, bmkly from the westward and the flond
' .jaubmdeﬁ leaving the islands i in, the most perfect state of desolation.”

Then & sudden lnll

& ‘.Qf the 348 houses standmg before the' storm, not one escaped ;

- Housei, ¥o. ‘inany Were 80 entirely washed away & soarooly .
Fumgraphe 8,10, - - 44, Jaave vestiges: of their fmﬂapm, “all. . were

unroofe& an& othéi“wme damaged ; all the mosques, 29'in. nmbet era ;

b v ;jymg in a state of mm

opnlatlon pf Kﬁlpenm pmor to>the lmmcane is reckoned‘ :
o L ek 1,642 sonls; of theae, 246 were drowned or

wanhaﬂ.%way dn.re,ug the ntorm, far the la.rger

0l dfiden. ™
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10. “The plantatious in the island have been entu'ely destroyed ; out of
- upwards of 105,000 full-grown cocoanut ‘trees,
% " ‘the number before ‘the storm, 768 only are now
standing ; the ‘total number of trees, ymmg treed and ‘plants which have
survived sca:‘cely exceeds 10,000.* This is° “only “the ‘main islend of
vKglpenm thie state of the adjoining islets—Tujpkum, Patty, and Cheria-
w";kum—--la eveﬁ more disastrous. ' The other- trees—bread-fruit, banana,
and ‘betel-nut—are likewise sll lost. More than 'a thn'd of the trees
destroyed are Pandaram or the Beebee’s property.
11, The hurncane reached "Androt between 12 and 2 AM. of ‘the
 Androt. . ©16th April, five or six hours later_than ab Kai-
Tarsgraph 7. - * . penni. The tide was then happily low, so that only
S small part of the island was inundated, and the results of the visita~

Pnugmph 14.

Before the storm .. . . 2,876

Left . the island from presme of famine ‘ ently deplom‘ble’ were

m::n?% the BOLSOOD e gg? " less disastrous than
of famine or disense e e _

Remaining on island .. . .. 1,422 those experienced h

" ) Houses. Mosques- - the latter 1sland
Buildings before the hurricane .. 408 84

Destroyed or damaged during do. .. 398 . 38. margmal i

Since repaired or pariially so ... w 146 18- 7 £, ’ahows f,he 8 .

Trees blown down or deatroyed by storm .. 101 878 - : "‘h R

8till standing ... . 5,588 ; *population, " “houses,
Do~ young trees and plnnts S 323 and plantatlons in

‘Androt before the storm, and the Tosses consequent upon that event.
The injury sustained in the other islands belonging to the Beebee is
inconsiderable.

{2. The extent to which the population of Kalpenni and Androt had
been’ reduced in consequence of the visitation has been already adverted
to, but the number of the inhabitants still remaining upon them were
greatly in excess of that which the islands in their present ruined con-

dition were capuble of supporting. - It, therefore, became a matter of
parsmount necéssity to .find provision elsewhere for as many as could
be induced to quit their houses. The measures adopted for the settis-

. ment of such parties and their families upon the other islands- belong- ‘

" ing to the Beebee and upon those attached to Canara are described by

Mr. Robinson in paragraphs 20 t0'39 of his report of 223 Februaty and
- patagraphs 34 to 55 of his report'of 7th Fobruary 1848, aud deserve
' utiqualified a,pprobatlon It will ‘suffice to  observe that “the chief
features of the arrangement have been the placing of the emigrants from
Kalpenni and Androt a8 kudiansor tenants of the prmdlpal inhabitants
of the other islands. Trees have been allotted by the latter to the former
.., sufficient to constitutea fair remuneratxon for their labor on the service
.+ %enure customary in the Laccadives ; andwhten the numberigo sssigned

" bas fallen below that required for the iaintenance of” ‘the tenant and

: vlns family, the. deficiency has been supplied in the Company’s iglands |
febin the Sircar trees, tho kudian being bound to render the :service

Population. tion, though suffici- -
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place of to the Government.
m the. measure is Rupees 40 per
trées have been hitherto let ;
nsated b, the
sa0 ﬁc\e of. reven e (:1“9 bt?::e mg:ers, and b}; the.
‘but- thls mﬂmx od to 50 mny of o8 o
relief. t,here y by afford + aoorhe "to the Government C;; N :h:
a.dvantﬁﬁﬁ which- wglfefluthem’ been much neglected xl-:;ﬁz: .
themselves, which | takin sonder the loss, of the treesI aﬂsl Beebe:s
same timehas ben: who” v ;' hitherto rented them 3) e‘mmm‘hy
28 posslble by thoses have Heen pursned, the Beebee, Wé wp;r:t! :
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. htg, avmg 3‘* ill free of rent fo; two years. Advan ge
¥ ) 19¢ in 8. ity to gefitle some parties upon Kadamat,
7 i adr:::cl:e{i ‘and most improvable of the Canarz;.
on t& Ae:azmw sett’fement up0n€19 B:etb::hahhnve l;iee t;
1 nds, 800, we of ﬂhlch up to the l'ese‘? 1! o from
Sphelyr ab, the. osion Jopeds - Th total number © emigran
ary. i perf Y d“e op been provided for in the manner above
J Bobmson’s armngement in these

due for such trees 'to

: those who have
ods alrendy showa, of
,ia thti::e still, however, remained: in Androt

jes, and the way in which’ Hhe exi-
i’ be met, occupy paragraphs 67, to 96 of -

f,hose islanids. namoﬁ of these 1

ance. The co!

ition are 0 x  «Both of these islsnds,”
gin;;mw R tlzom «aro in 8 grest messnro “gmm:’
; rmm?““‘ T "’heﬂ; r{m nly not e sble, unsided, to_prosec

ly pushed, both
md the people ¥ and. if this be not sotive hich

reﬁto wgoro gtate of prostratlon from whic
zgeﬁaese 121‘1”0“ lﬂ fall o At present the whole

]‘;bonous efnrhon must
thz gole articlo ‘of their
p 1t.h the most eﬁicu;nt
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advances after a lapse of ten years by paying one-third of all products
of the island till the whole be discharged. The inhabitants of Kalpenni
have expressed the same desire for aid, but not in such definite terms.
The Head Assistant Collector pas given it as his opinion that the

. number of nuts applied for—a lakh—is moderate, and thinks that the
nut supplied should be the coast nuts, as larger and finer than the

- indigenous put. He also recommends that advances, not exceeding on

the average 4,000 rupees a year for five years, to be repaid wholly or
in part, be made to the natives of Androt ; and that annual advances
for the same period, to the average yearly amount of Rupees 3,000, be

granted to Kalpenni, with the same quantity of seed nuts as in the
case of Androt. *

14. In forwarding Mr. Robinson’s report, his superior, the Collector

of Malabar, has remarked upon this part of it : *“ I was strongly inclined,
on consideration of the whole matter, to support Mr. Robinson’s pro-
position for Governthent advances to the distressed islanders.. But the

Beebee of Cannanore, after much correspondence and personal commu-’
nication, has remonstrated so strongly against our farther interference
ab present, and has so solemnly promised to take such effectual mepsures
as will relieve the present distress, that (though with oon.sldarmble .

hesitation as to her ability) we have thought it necessary to ylela to
her wishes, and allow her to do what she can. It is the immediate

exigency which has more especially to be cared for.”

. Notg.—i..,  of the »
Beebee's rights and .. . .

* srrangements, fiscal  The general question will be submitted for con-

and judicial, in her . derati & ) date . .
islands, and of the Sideration at as early a date ‘as possible, and till
measures to be taken for  that is determined .the . :
hoie fatare govern. 8 ‘ people secured ' against

«ment, discussed in Mr. starvation must wait.

Robinson’s subsequent

report of 18th May 1843.

:15. The Collector of Canara, to whom Mr Robmson 8 letter of 7th
¥roha Canara, 376h - . February 1848 was submitted for his observations,
May, in Consuitation, - 8tates: “ With regard to the advances recommendsd
10th July 1848.

Androt and Kalpenni, they do not appear to me to be large when. ‘dom-
-pured with the importence of the object in view, and them eventual
~ redovery seems certain. I should rather be disposed to. make ‘them to
" ‘the full extent petitioned for by the islanders than to lJower the amount
a8 proposed by Mr. Robinson in tha 85th paragraph of hisreport. . The
difference in the sums proposed would be.of little importauce to Govern-
teent, whilst it might probably restrict the means of restoring the pros-
perity in a manner which would not be desired.” He remarks, however,
that the sugcass of this part of Mr. Robinson’s scheme, as of those
measures whidk bave been already taken, must altogether depend upon
the arrangementé:to be introdaoed for the future administration of -the

Boobee's islands, and that the question of these arrangements is 40

ﬁ_‘mhabatant

) bcmm and mysef wib

by Mr. ‘Robinson to be made to the inhabitants of
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iderations relative to the Beebee’s
ted w1th other copsi >
intimately com::lt tepure of the islands, and th; ::tg:ﬁim:::s subs:s;
rights, koF pre and the Companys that the subj ot admxn ait of
ing betwwn ast be dxacusae& together This opinion, i o
being 8¢ ted’bﬁtm Jeads them to the review of Mr. Robinson’s

o-conost, } ed in much detail the
the 1 which he hes examin
eport of 191'»111:1&7 lg::dfondmon of the Beebee’s. islands, the fitle
resources, 80

1d, and the general features of their
In b they are he
and tenuré un&et w.

' ik tlns report
nich Jed to the drawing up of
16. The mmedm\‘re @;s:ﬂ‘;y ‘gwen by Mr. Conolly in paragrapk 3%f
o 2.MO. 1; Jotter of 23rd June 1848: “ An address wus
in

Fnologure

| by certain of the
'10;11 Novomber 1845 presented to .me in 1846 by

; Beebees islands, oomplammg of
- °f A%cu e, onew;f'Okth“ they ssserted, they, in-common
. The subject appeared to me to
I gave an- endorseme:; toGthat eﬂ‘ec:.
' landers to the Governmen
m‘thenbfom:;::g };M‘;}:z:nsmltted it to the Colleator of
sidor date the 31 A \ractions to inquire into its allegations.
:dl:‘s)out the time when Mr. Robinson was
grde was recew dees in order to ascertain the anlonnt,
g b ‘iwsxt tho. from the storm of April 1847 The
sasonsble 10 be lost, and Mr Robinson, in
fof which he was. part:cnlarly designed, took

&?ﬂ’s gioss under”
Vaﬂﬂﬂ" ishﬁdeﬁb

oy juisdiction, ¥4

 yaking the rese™ eﬂ acqnlre gach information ss would ensbla us

the general question.”
the Governmen t}i:;ltutmg the Laccadive group (melndmg

-39, The'coral formmsm Company's and the ‘Becbee’s islands)

e 11 e poss atretching from 10° to 12" North
f;:pm 10th Ma;"r ;;f;g‘ of 90 Basb Longitnde. The group ‘is
. Bepof w 3 from

sbout 140 miles from nowth -to
gouth, and between thbwﬂ?‘* :
° . ypwards of 100 mﬂmw it, ,
"w i nchmctemhe ofﬂmm

. the shoals: genemlly lie-at aloens
" md,,.:blg ‘distance from ‘each
’é other, seidom less than 20 to 30

,wv

L2°8. miles spart, and thus the small
o *%g gumber of reefs and islands, as
82 ghown in the margin, cover &

23 very large m«g:S'everal are
-5% opén reefs, o8 _*ﬁ 4hose forma-
gm tions on ﬂuch; o
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situated fhe actual island is but a very small portion of the whole, the

remainder being lagoons or back-waters enclosed between the reefs

which form the enceinte of the islands. These lagoons prodube in a

greater or less degree, according to their extent and the depth or

shoalness of their waters, fish, cowries, holothima. or sea slug, yielding
" the Biche-de-Mer of commerce and occasionally ambergris.

- 18. The islands geneiaﬂy le round the east side of the sho&ls, and

. Paragraph a1 vary from one to three miles in length, but ‘none -

. - exceed one mile in breadsh. Their level is low, in
no phrt more than a few feet above high-water mark. The soil is light,

coral-sand naturally barren, but well adapted for the production of the

cocoanut, which grows well in every part of the islands. A fow feet

beneath the sand is a substratum of coral stretching over the whole

island, of varying thickness, but apparently on the average about -one
foot and-a-half ; within this crust is contained loose wet saud and fresh

water. In most of the islands a greater or less extent of this substra- =~ .
tum has been quarried out, and the fine damp subsoil laid. open. In DI
these excavations, locally called totam or garden, are .prod'u‘i;‘gdt oparse
grain-pulse, the Areka and Banana trees; yam and vegata.bwsnwwhc}x '

in ‘most islands may be added the bread and in some the lime trees. "

19. Universal local tradition attributes the settlement of the ‘princi- _‘ ,
History. pal islands of the Laccadives to a period about

Paragraph 26. 1,000 years ago, though some partial occupation

hiad obtained prior to that date. For the next six centuries or more the
polity of the islands remained the same. 'They were independent of
each other in their internal management, which was patriarchal and
‘conducted by a Mundyal, Moodutal or chief inhabitant, and the heads
of the principal families. The conversion of the islanders to Mahome-
danism seems tb‘"lig}'v'e taken i)lace,é.bw. 600 years ago. In manners,
religion, rules of descent, &c., they ﬁbw predisely resemble the. Mopil-
. lahs of the coast. The independence of the islands appears to have

been first assailed by the Portugfiese, who made a settlement on Ameny,
“and. perhaps extended their authority over the other islands, but
" their power was not of long continuance. . They were shartly dfterwards
~ exterminated by poison, with the assistance and through the intrigues

of the Rejah of Cherikul. The whole grougt then bésame depefident

upon that prince, probably about 1545—50, and weré by him con-
ferred in jaghire, with the title of ‘Rajah, qu:_théhpresent‘fa.m.ily,
the head of the Mopillah caste in Catinanore; 44 % peishcush of 6,000
. fanams per abnum. This tribufe was paid. till she middle of the last
_century, when Bamaly Rsjah, the most powerful of the Cannanores family,
 availed himself of the gradual dismemberment and distracted condition
of the Cherikul house to accomplish his independence. &~ =

] remission 1

~ the wu
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: ) o Laccadives had been under the govern-’

20. Hitherto the w:f:ztogft }t:he Cannanore Rajahs, but the establish-
Pavagraph 46 " ment of the coir monopoly, first introdu:ed about;‘

i -eat severity, led in 1784 to the de ection o

1765, &ﬂiezfoé‘iZi;;ﬂ‘Ai:ny’ Kiltaz, Kadamut, and Chetla‘rr—jwhicfh
the nort d their allegiance to Tippoo. Au equivalent jaghire, in
transferreﬁ 1 for the loss of this part of their possessions, was gx:anted
COTDpensy :o the Cannanore family out of the territories of the Raga.h. of
by Tl.ppf1>° der a Sannad bearing date 1787, and since that time
Cherxlfu uli; ortions of the group have been practically under very
tl}e dlﬂ'ere(;l iﬁistration. The northern islands passed, on the fall of'the
different 3 ma,st into "the power of the British, and have . since
Mysore ynnex{a’d to the Province of Canara. The southern division
remsined al,ll with the Beebee’s other possessions upon the coast,
of tho gzoﬂi disposal of the Company by the storm of Cannano.re
becam? a.h end of 1791, and were further ceded with Tippoo’s entire
towards ¢ 'es in Malabar by the peace of Seringapatam in 1792: They
dependenc’® still continued to be held by the Beebee at & pelsh(fush
have, howe;f)riyoo alleged by her to be one-half of her profits derived
° ;ribute which, though at first adopted only provisionally,
ot ad analtered to the present time. In the year 1822 a
has rem,mneh r peishcash to the extent of Star Pagodas 1,500, but
ewzs also sanctioned in compensatifm .for the loss of !;he
the equivalent granted by Tippoo mln.au of them having
the Rajah of Cherikul, from whom it had been taken.

yob in aTrearss
Canara Islands,
peen regained bY ) L
ipti veral islands which still remain subject to

21 A de}a cnp;w;,:fg:::e, of their population, productions, and
thority O detail in paragraphs 46 to 126 of Mr. Robinson’s
is g%ﬁenoltnbe necessary to follow him through his a.ccount .of
report It “{)‘ tli,he Board have compiled from this part of his treatise
. ) t:b alar statement, showing, s far as has been ascertained, .
arions islands, a8 regards their extent, area, popula-

te of thi; ‘LouseS, mosques, boats, quantity of coir, cocosnuts,
ion, number ¢ duced in each, and other particulars, and to this
&c., Przld refer for information upon the points above alluded

abstract they ¥° does not exhibit Menkayat, the most northerly
to. -This alfﬂtﬂ’g of the Maldives, which is also under the Cannanore
and largest xsla'l? . was unable to visit this isla.nd', a.z.ld he cfn.ﬂd
role.  Mr R,obulﬂoimd imperfeot information regardmg its condition
obtain only scanty | that could be learnt is shown in pamgra;?hs
and resources. Tt will be seen that the reveaue sygtem which

yeSOﬂI‘CeS

2]8’229 of th? repo 'n' ome important particulars from t.hat pr.evail-
ptains there dlﬂ"?rs ’ The whole land and plantations in the island
. accadives. 21
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h* as his jenm or fee-simple property, and the

“

are claimed by the Raja

The people are enterprising, and carry

on considerable trade with the other Maldives, with Ceylon, and Bengal
Their condition upon the whole seems superior to that of the inhabi.

tants of the Beebee’s possessions in the Laccadives.

coir monopoly does not exist.

'é.e., on the Beebee’s behalf.

The Rajah and Beebee seem to be spoken of in Mr, Robinson’s report indifferently, th

‘former being the minister or represeutative of the latter.

business of the State has usually been conducted by a male member of the Canvanor
family under the designation of Bajah, although the sovereigniy of the islands rest

with the Beebee.

from Malabar, 16th July 1849.

8ee letter to Malabar, 25th June 1849.
Do.
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22. No trace has been discovered of the existence of any taxation
Revenue. upon the islands, while still independent and
Paragraph 36. under the management of their own headmen.
Paragraph 132. During the Cannanore dynasty an export duty on
coir, and subsequently on the rice imported for home consumption, each
at rates varying from 6 to 10 per cent., was fixed and formed the eantiest
subsidy levied on the people. To this source of revenue were after-
wards gradually added arbitrary contributions called for upon extra-
ordinary exigencies, nazeranas on various occasions, escheats, royalties
of cowries, tortoise shell, ambergris, &c. The sovereignty over waste
land was not asserted till at least 100 years after the islands first became
P connected with the Cannanore House. The coir
aragraph 40,

monopoly was introduced between 937 (1761-62)

and 940 (1764-65). That of cocoanuts dates from the very recent
period of 1825.

23. Of the above sources of revenue, that derived from coir is the
most important. The monopoly in this article was introduced, as
already stated, by the Bamaly Rajah about the year 1765, since which
date the islanders have been compelled to dispose of all their surplus
coir to the Cannanore Sircar at certain rates. The greater partis
delivered into store at Cannanore by the islanders, but some is sold to
the Beebee's officers in the islands. From 1765 or 1770 to 1826 the
price given by the Sircar for the coir was nominally Rupees 30 per
candy, which was paid in rice at the commutation rate of Rupees 2}
per moodah. But from this ostensible price must be deducted 21 per
cent., viz., 10 per cent. import duty on all coir imported at Cannanore
and 10 per cent. export duty on all rice exported in payment of it, with
~ about 1 per cent. for sundry charges; and the commutation price of

rice has remained unchanged, notwithstanding the great depreciation
in the actual value of that commodity. From 1800 to 1826 the
commutation rate still stood at Rupees 2} per moodah, while the price
in Canara did not exceed Rupees 1-10-0, or Rupees 1-12-0 per moodsah.
Thus the actual payment for coir during that period was not above
Rupees 18-8-0 per candy. In the year 1827 the value of coir fell
suddenly from Rupees 60 to 20 per candy, and the monopoly rate was
consequently lowered to Rupees 22, which, after the deductions above
noticed, did not leave to the grower a larger net price than Rupees 10}

Paragraph 146. per candy. This continued until 1832, when the

monopoly system underwent an entire change;

cash rates and commutation prices were abolished, and 5% moodahs of

rice per candy of coir fixed as the price, which, after deduction of

21 per cent. for duty and charges, leaves the net payment at about

4} moodahs; or at Rupees 1} per moodah, Rupees 6-6-0 per candy of
- coir—a price which, jt is stated, -hardly pays the manufacturer. Th
monopoly prices in the Canara Islands have undergong little alteratio
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since their acquisition by the Company, and average Rupees 23-6-0 per
candy.

24, Hardly as this monopoly must bear upon the islanders, its
pressure is aggravated by abuses in its administration. In the receipt
of the coir it is weighed not by the candy but the maund, which is

Parogragh 148 separately made up soas to turn the scale, causing

' a congiderable excessin favor of the Beebee in
each candy. The computation is made by the candy of 680 instead of
640 lbs., the customary candy of the islands, and the weights employed
are above the proper standard ; 10 per cent. in addition to the 21 per
cent. import duty and charges is levied upon all coir imported at
Cannanore on account of book debts—a subject to which the Board
will allude in the sequel. The rice supplied in payment of the coir
is frequently of indifferent quality ; and occasionally, when the market
price of rice is high, the people are paid in part in credit orders at low
rates and left to supply themselves, which they cannot do at the rates.
The coir purchased by the Beebee in the islands or levied as fines, &c., is
conveyed to the coast at a rate below that of the ordinary freight, and
the boat-owner is held responsible for the full weight delivered to him,
whatever loss by dryage, &c., may have occurred upon the passage.

25. The effects of such a system, both upon the quantity and quality
v of the article affected by it, are such as might be
Parograph 180. expected. The people cin make, and do useg.Fbeau-
tiful coir for their own purposes, but they cannot afford to make such
at the Beebee's prices. Hence the quality of the whole coir exported
from the islands is such as would probably be rejected in the Govern-
ment godowns at third-class coir. The difference between the
Company'’s coir and that furnished to the Beebee was estimated by her
: agent abt from 25 to 30 per cent.; much of the
Parsgraph 151. raw material is lost or wasted, either from the
husks not being made up into yarn, or from its being sacrificed to the
manufacture of jaggery, in which the trade is free. It is computed by
Mr. Robinson that had the inhabitants of the Cannanore Islands the
same inducement to turn their raw material to the best account as
those of the Company’s Islands, they might supply not less than one-
third more coir than they now do. At present the rate of coir
manufactured is in the Company’s Islands 5 maunds, in those of the
Beebee only 8§ maunds per tree.

26. The shoals surrounding the islands yield large quantities of
Other monopolics,  COWTies and tortoise shell, but these produots. are
Cowries. monopolised by the Rajah. They are strictly
preserved ; permission must be obtained to fish them, and when fished
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the whole must be delivered under heavy penalties ‘to the Pandaram.
The Beebee’s present profits upon the cowry

Par ag.mph 11(158. trade are calculated at 250 per cent., and give a
Fortoiso ehell. net revenue of from 800 to 500 Rupees. The
Paragraph 173. revenue drawn from the monopoly of tortoise shell

may average from Rupees 300 to Rupees 350. The holothima or sea
slug yielding the Biche-de-Mer of commerce is also preserved, but
the profits are exceedingly trifling. The import of

Holothima.

Paragraph 18. salt into the islands seems to be partially though
Balt. not entirely free. That of tobacco is in the hands
Paragraph 185. of the Rajabh. The annual supply to the four islands
Tobacco. is supposed to be from 25 to 30 bundles, and the
Paragraph 189. revenue thence realised to average Rupees 1,575.

The receipt of the tobacco, occasionally of inferior quality, is made
compulsory upon the people. When it arrives,
the chief people of each chery (division) are
assembled, to whom the share to be distributed in their respective
cheries is allotted, and by them, with the Karyakers, the further
distribution to the chery is made ; no option of receiving it is admitted.

Paragraph 190.

27. These restrictions and monopolies are loudly complained of by
the inhabitants, and their enforcement is daily becoming more difficult.
The discontent is aggravated by the fact that in the Company’s
Islands the trade in cowries, tortoise shell, and holothima has long
been free, and that in salt and tobacco has recently been thrown open.

28. The monopolies described in the preceding paragraphs 23

to 27 are of old standing, that of cocoanuts is

) of recent origin, having been introduced in 1826

cotemporaneously with, and as intended to compensate the Cannanore
Sircar for the great declinein the value of coirin
A that year, already* remarked on. The net price
paid for the nuts delivered at Cannanore is Rupees 4-8-0'per 1,000 ; the
market value ranges from Rupees 7 to 9, and occasionally more. When
the trade was first made exclusive, the supply to the Sircar was certainly
not less than 10 to 15 lakhs of nuts, yielding Rupees 2,000 to 2,500
profit. The pressure of the monopoly has since opened other channels

Paragraph 155.

* Paragraph 28,

for the disposal of the produce. Large quantities of nuts are smuggled,
some are converted into oil, and the manufacture of jaggery, the trade
in which is still free, has rapidly increased. In
1846 the supply to the Beebee fell short of
200,000 nuts, yielding'a profit of from Rupees 800 to 500, half of
which came from the now devastated island of
Androt. It would seem indeed that the resistance
offered to this monopoly bas latterly risen to such a pitch that it will

Paragraph 158.

Note to para. 160.

. Bingai‘&m» &c,, cl
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scarcely be possible to persevere in

it. It do PR
Company’s Islands. ©s not exist in the

29. A further source of revenue is derived by the Beebee from

Paragragh 176, lnaz.zganaz Or compulsory presents. These are
evied under various pretexts—on the appo;
1 : Ppointment
of a Kazee for confem.ng local titles fsnd privileges, for granting
Paragreph 160, audiences, for permission to wear ornaments, and
. a8 fees on the money earned by the islanders for
pilotage. The exaction under this last head ;s felt as a great gri
I : : . _ great griovance,
tending, as it does, to prevent their entering a field when competitiozi
. 2
is ﬁ.:z It ;vould ap[;:ar that even the removal of an islander to the
coast does no secureha Im from .paym'enf: of these pilotage fees if he
8 left behind him in the island any relative from
Wwhom the amount can be extracted. '
.~ 80. The sovereignty over waste land whs not asserted by the Rajah
until at least 100 years after the islands became
' co.nnect'ed with the Cannanore House, and all
lands occupied by the mh.abltants prior to that date are their Jenm or
fee-simple property. Proprietary right is very
. cleurly: deﬁ‘ned and well understood by the people.
The jenm nghts‘ of the Rajah are coyﬁned to those lands which were
waste at the time of the resumption or assertion of sovereignty
above mentioned, and to the uninhabited islets
or reefs of Suhely, Bingaram, &e., together with
the lands or trees scattered throughout the islands which have become
escheats, or have been confiscated for offences against the State. In
Kelpeai, paro. 72 some islands the Pandaram property is marked
 Kowraty, pars 8. off by a wall separating it from private planta-
tions. It is for the most part on the extremities of the islands or along
the shore, in places which, from their soil or situation, were left unocey.
pied when the central and fertile portions of the islands were takep up
by the inhabitants. The trees are held by the islanders on payment of
ront bo the Sirear, which occasionally amounts to half the gross produce.
"The Pandsram lands are st‘ated to be a constant source of dispute
and ill will between the people and the authorities
Kow;aty,hg“;;; 13. and the restrictions against fishing, collectin '
Paragraph 103. cowries, &c., upon the uninhabited islets, Subely,
aimed as Sircar property are felt as a great grievance ;
to require revision, ' ’

Note to para. 181.

Waste lands, para. 40.

Paragraph 129.

Paragraph 40.

the system 80613 g
, 41, Tt is nob to be supposed tha.t the items of revenue particularised
at. » in the preceding paragraphs are realised punctually
Book debts, para-193- 40 d without arrears, and from the balances which
scorned and the sdvances made by the Rajah to the people

have thence o of book debts described by the Assistant Collector in

arises the 878
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paragraph 193 of his report. All advances made on account of coir,
arrears due for salt and tobacco, on account of judicial fines and penal-
ties, of reut of public gardens, import duties, nazeranas, &c., are
entered in these books. Nothing is written off as irrecoverable. Two
sets of accounts are kept, one upon the islands exhibiting recent and
current balances, another at Cannanore consisting of arrears of a longer
standing. Some of these latter debts are said to be of 20 or 30 years
date. On account of the balance due on this last dufter, 10 per cent.
of all coir imported at Cannanore is deducted in making payments,
thus raising the actual deductions from the nomi-
nal monopoly price of coir to 31 per cent. The
accounts kept at Cannanore are inaccessible to the people, and the
abuses incident to such a state of things, where the parties stand to
each other in the relative position of the Rajah and these islanders, is too
obvious to require comment4
23. On the cession of the Malabar District and its dependencies to
Value of the islands th€ British in 1792, the Cannanore possessions
faxn t;g;erilzepas?;r;:f: were valued in Tippoo's schedules at Rupees
" 93,750, of which Rupees 80,359-6.0 appeared to
the Joint Commissioners to have been an annual mulct assessed by
Tippoo upon the family for the Laccadive and Maldive possessions and
for the trade. That this did not exceed their value appears from the
local information obtained by Lieutenant Bentley, who, in 1795, was
deputed to'visit and report upon the islands, and from the calculations
of Mr. Murdoch Brown made about the same time. The former esti-
mated the revenue at Rupees 1,17,669, and Mr. Brown reckoned the
profits of the coir and cowry trade alone at Rupees 70,000. From
what he now knows of the islands Mr. Robinson conceives that,
Menkayat exclusive, the revenue was not less than 80,000 to 90,000
rupees ab the date of the cession. The statement made by the Besbee
in 1793, that the protits did not exceed Rupees 20,000, a moiety of which
was tendered as peishcush, was beyond all question a gross mi srepresen-
tation. Between 1800 and 1826 the revenue and profits increased, and
must have considerably exceeded alakh of rupees, the outturn of the coir
monopoly only, in the Company’s Islands which do not equal one-fourth
of the Cannanore possessions in the Laccadives, having during that period
averaged upwards of Rupees 20,000 annually. The great fall in the value
of coir in 1826 caused a very large diminution in the amount yielded by
the islands. The average revenue from 1830 to 1847 is computed by
Mr. Robinson, who states that he has been careful to understate rasher
than to exceed in the estimate, at about Rupees 20,000. The Kariestan
who accompanied him admitted that the peisheush, Rupees 10,000, paid

See above, para. 23.

by the Beebee did not exceed a moiety of her net profits. The revenue-

above given is exclusive of that drawn from the Island of Menkayat
and from fees, nazeranas, and other minor sources, Itis also that
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derived prior to the hurricane of 1847, which has so greatly affected

.the value of the group, two of the principal islands—Androt and

Kalpenni—having thereby utterly desolated and rendered unavailable as
sources of revenue for many years to come.

33. The general government of the islands has 'always been admin.iS-

General government. tered from Cannanore, either by the Rajah

Paragraph 197. himself, by a Yelliah (or Beebee’s husband), or,
under nominal control, entirely by Kariestans or Agents. Of late
years it has been conducted altogether by the Kariestans. The local
administration has been uniformly entrusted to
Karyakars, general local agents.  Neither the
Rajah nor his immediate attendants or Head Ag.ents upon the' coast
ever visit the islands personally; a Karyakar is stationed on each island,
and is under immediate orders from Cannanore. An Accountant fmd
three or four Nadpauls, village runners, complete the paid establish-
ment of each island. The Karyakar and Accountant pay fines
(pazerana) on their appointment, and as their salzu‘ie&.; are very small
they have to reimburse themselves for the cost of thfnr offices, and to
derive their chief support from fees and cesses, authorised z‘md u'uautho-
rised, levied mostly in kind upon the inhabitants, but falling, it would

Paragraph 198.

seem, chiefly on the poorer classes. .

34. Sucl®a system of local administration, freed from.all practical
check and superiutendence by the distance of the
islands from the coast, the communication with
which is closed during five months of the year,is, as might be expec.tod,
stated to be fraught with abuse and oppression,
and altogether inadequate for the due protection
of the people. Latterly, the feeling of disaffection to th(,j sznn'nom
House has, among other modes, manifested itself
in withholding their customary cesses.  The
people of Agaty have contributed none for two years. Those of
Kowraty are believed to have followed the example, and the (}osolate
state of Androt and Kalpenni render their further levy there ymprac-
ticable. Some revision of the system scems, therefore, no longer to be
avoided. Each of the Laccadives has a small
body of hereditary Mokustans (principal people)
who are the chief landed proprictors and boat-owners, and posscss
considerable local influence. Under the lmmemorial constitution of
the islands they should form a cutcherry for the transaction of local
business, which they generally do, but hitherto with no good results.
The institution, however, under more cfficient superintendence, scems
capable of being made the germ of a better system.'

35. The Monigar on the Company’s Islands receives Rupees 17} a
month, and the whole establishment Rupecs 500 per mensem.

Note to paragraph 200.

Paragraph 205.

Paragraph 206.

Paragraph 207.
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86. The adwministration of justice, civil and criminal, within the
Administration  of islands scems to be exceedingly irregular, ill-
justice. defined, and uncertain ; ruled nominally by custom,
Paragraph 208. but dependent in agreat degree upon the will of
the Rajah or his Kariestans and discretion of the local servants and
principal people.  There appears to be no prescribed rule of procedure
or record of trial or procecdings. Questions of importance are referred
for orders to Cannanore, and there settled by the Kariestans. All
minor affairs are arranged on the islands.  Tlee administration, which
at one time was most severe and arbitrary, is now much wilder, and errs
rather upon the side of weakness and timidity.  Petty police offences
and the lesser breaches of fiscal rules arve adjudicated by the Karyakars
and principal people, and punished by fine, imprisonment, or the stocks.
The mode of treating more serious delinquencies could not be clearly
ascertained. 1t was affirmed that no cases of a heinous nature had
ever occurred since the commeuncement of the Company’s rule in
Malabar. This statewment, which is of course incredible, was put for-
ward from the anxiety of the Cannanore family
to prevent disclosures which might lead to an
interference with their authority. Punishment capitally or by muti-
lation practised formerly seems to have fallen into disuse. Heavy fines
and forfeitures are still inflicted. One mode of punishment‘peculiar to
the islands is that termed Cowrachy. It is a remnant of the barbarism
of early times, and consists in suddenly surrounding the house of the
delinquent with a mob of people and violently
carrying oft all it contains, stripping the females
of their ornaments, &c., and confiscating the whole property for the
Rejal’s benefit. This description of punishment is only occasionally
resorted to, and chiefly in cases of an aggravated character, though i
Note to para. 210. Seems sometimes to be put into practice upon
Civil justice. slighter grounds.  Civil matters ave adjudicated
by the Karyakars and principal people, or by the
Cazec, and settled chiefly by oath or arbitration. The people complain
much of the corruptness and inefficiency of the whole administration of
cwvil justice. The fees exacted for decision of such cases vary much at the
discretion of the Karyakars, and are determined by no fixed rule. Oaths
Parageaph 215. are commonly employed in the adminis.trz.xtion (?f
civil and criminal justice as well as in investi-
gations of infractions of fiscal prohibitions, arc held in much reverence
and rarcly violated. Ordeals are also resorted to, but chicfly upon
questions of rcligion aud superstition. ' ’

Paragruph 210.

Taragraph 210.

Paragraph 212.

37. From what has been stated in the preceding paragraphs regarding
the revenue system, internal condition, and governwent of the Sonthern
Laccadives, it will be evident that the wode in which they have

that the people

1vl

hitherto been managud by the Beebee and hor‘a‘gents tend.\'. to repress
the resources of the islands, aud is fraught with oppression to their
inhabitants. The defection of the northern islands .f'rom the rule of
the Cannanore House and transfor of their allegiance to Tippoo
in consequence of the exactions prac‘tised upon them hqs z}lrca(ly been
remarked.  As far back as 1795 Ensign Bentley,
in the survey of the Becbee’s remaining portion
of the group, found the peop.le loud in their complaints of the miseries
to which they had been subjected, and nrl:)st mgcr to be tak.en under
the direct government of the Comp;my. Jh.ose feciings of antipathy to
the present rule seem to hn\'c‘ since .acqmred gr?a'ter fo'rce, ajnd are
a,ggravated by the contrast exlnblltod in the condlt'l?n f)f the 1slands
which are under the authority of the Company. 'The islanders have
Iy marifested them by their refusal to pay the usual cesses demanded
nee 206 for the support of the local establishments, and
I}::}rz;r:}};}l: 175: by the resistance offered to the continuauce.of
Paragraph 207 the cocoanut monopoly. The other monopolies
are also borne with impatience. The desolation Wl?lch h;.;s fallen upon
two of the islands —Kalpenni and Androt—must of itself for a consuie’r-
time place the Beebee's authority in abeyance there, but the dis-
able . to the Cannanore rule is unanimous, and of the determination
affection O of the islanders to force a change Mr. Robinson
paragraph 252 has very little doubt.
The nature of this change, and the measures which shonld he
38. » the remedy of abuses and permanent establishment of a
adopted fO-AYHG and liberal system, remains to be considered. My,
ore equifab (g strongly supported by Mr. Conolly, appears to be of
é objects may best be attained by tho transfer of the
e to the direct management of the Company, and that if' this be
islands 0 nired relief may be atforded without involving any loss
done, all the rfqur materially dimivishing the revenue hitherto drawn
to GoVel".lmell(i,’, « T have little doubt, 7 says the former,** that under
from the islan a'qud under the direct government of the Company all
a better system 1(10W seek might be graiutcd them with but litele dini-
nue, when the islands shall have recovered from the

Paragraph 241.

m :
Robinson, who 1
opinion that thes

reve )
1 and financial error and ignorance. The Company’s
1 extent and capabilitics certainly do 119t exceed one-
Canuanore POSSCSSIONS, AFC NOW yielding an annual

Rupees 8,000 with cuse. Our subjects are satisfied and
revenu® of P eighbours under native management.”  The details
envied by their n,b :eem to Mr. Conolly to present no great difficultics,
of the aﬂ'angen‘lel;vereiml pays us Rupees 10,000 a year as the half of
« The Beebee asfs - tllz islands.  All we should have to do, so far as
her net Pl‘oﬁf»‘;t ir: concerned, would be to relinquish this demand apg
the m(l)lney])ﬁzz(,q‘ 10,600 more, we taking, in exchange for this “Upves
allow her It = .

nution in the
effects of ﬁsca'
Tslands, which 1
fourth of the
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20,000, suct
b y ch revenue .
This would not affec(tz :; tl}; islands under a fair syst
out the islands, which Gh ecbee’s claim to her pl‘iV‘e:;n could produce.
estate upon the coast she would retain upon the S; e lands through-
1e‘dsing her pl'iV‘Lte E;::/'Olz.,d&%he would make her Ownme footmg as her
€ rounds, ar
Government as a tax.”’ s, and merely pay share é‘?n}glements for
39, How desit : er rent to
bl
islanders, there SCefn:?:?r such a measure micht b
the Beebee. Ouly a .t‘ ittle probability of its tt;einq e as -regards the
vince to the Cotnp(n ew years after the cession Of_btithtuosced in by
an S 8t Ml \
Norg.—Aud  subse- n};(’?n?l (ilrmlar arrangement h‘wi]:L Malabar pro-
2;1;1‘3:)1%:119}: Mareh 1797 opd ed by the Government fé, been recom-
o Direotors. tho Court ered by the Supreme Goverr of Bombay and
found her altogethe proposed to the Beebee b 1(;11011’0, was in 1795
From Col gother averse to it. She eXplic'tf olonel Dow, who
from C 1 A ] ’
Honora,ble0 O.F.elld)u(;)v;a? would never giVC her 'y‘ declared that sho
1st December 1793. » demand, not merely fo thwﬂhng assent to the
. but her chief . T e sake of
\ icf the re .
which would appear in the eyes motive proceeded from tl revenues
That these feelings still e of the country to be infli 10 disgraco
Robinson’s reporg ;[l subsist is evident from e flicted on her.””
. / . 8
“to take into consid;Ct(-)nOHyl indeed, states that?;ee}zal bt of Mr.
these islands in exche li" ion the desirableness of offi ‘éd hinted to her
pride will not ano;»v hdngte for some fair equivalento ;rulg‘ to give up
_ er to entertal . But this i
44. If the Be ain for a is idea her
ebee could 1 moment.”
, t be prevai
cession of her island 10 prevailed u
S Al on t . .
the tl‘ansfer could be rZ: i:’hod(/On)pany’ the OIII)IY g‘jomd(ll{e a Voluntary
to be, first, the ci uired of her, irrespecti unds upon which
A , the circumstance s e5pect1\70 of hor wi ’
dives never having | : wmce of the sovereignty of tl ?1 wishes, seem
aml, SeCOHd[y theo een gum’émteed to ]*:’\1- ‘~b e Soutbern Liacca-
1793, bindin‘f’he1sel?'%mo)‘ehmnb exccuted by he}i any express breaty ;
g nerse : T
should be so ordered }0 submit to the sequestrati pon the 11th April
41. The circmns:( 0y tho G'O"Grn()r_(;,eneml‘i ()(I)l of the islands, if it
. stance i ral in e
given were the f nees under which the eng: ouncil.
. e following —Imr . gagement refe
treaty of Seringapat &) minediately after th erred to was
actual extent ofo' tE am in 1792, attempts were m Od conclusion of the
the purpose of dO pTOf'itS derived by the Beobé af o to ascertain the
Company on a ctormining the tribute to blb rom her islands for
to send an Oﬁ‘iCCOLZUt of those possossionq/ and .i paid by her to the
: cer to sur ISREEBIONS, i : ’
and resources Iuo Zhv'(iy the islands and reportvwLS Ny ﬁotltelnplatlon
Beebee o pril 1793 an upon their conditi
- whe arra on
vears 9’7(;’}1”?’3’ she consented to pay “}gcmem—) was made with the
< an 77. R iy, 10 arrear for eacl
the reven ) up(jeS 10 000 'b N acn Of the tWO
. ue realis , ,000, being, as she \
time entered infolzzd t}) }1’1 her from the Laccadives duegdd, oue-half of
B o " he . ) a ’.., an )
I, Beebee Balea tl(i owng agreement :— at the same
Islands, & , the Princess of C
5, &c., do acknowledg R annanore and of the Ls .
ge and give in writing that T 7'11 ocadive
: ‘ will pay to the
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Government of the Honorable English Fast India Compuny the moiety
of whatever is the produce of my country according to the funds
¢ the Rupees 90,000 annual profit which I I’eud
from My trade Wi Taccadives 1 am also to pay the half tI;
Government, besides which I do stipulate to pay in like mauner the
half of whatever r profits from the said lands or
trade shall be hereafte acerue to me by the inquiries

of the officers of Government.

« And as it has peen signifl
is to proceed to the Lacc

ed to me that after the rains a gentle
. n =
adives to sequester them for the advan

an-

man

tage of the Honorable Company’s Government, and to . npropriate to

the use O rnment all the produce thereof, I "o therefore

engage to submib also to this, if it shall be ordercd by the Governor-

General in Council ; peither ghall 1 in any shape object thereto, or
:se if 1t be 80 ordered, 1 ghallbe T .

oduce, and to pay the same to
i these few lines a3 a moochilka for the 1cvenue of

1 have written
Government.”
.49, In an 8gre
October 1796, 10 W
15,000 for her possessio

f the gaid Gove

eady to account for the true
Government ; wherefore

emen’t snbsequently excented by the Beebee, 28th

hich she engaged to Py an annual tribute of Rupees
ns in the Laccadives '
stipnlated « this article of agreement is not to do away, nor is it meant to
do away 1D any shape the rights W hich the Government have to the

it 1s set forth = my moochilka, dated 9th April

Laccadive Islands, as
1793, or 27th Shaban 1207 Hejreb.”
o first place to be remarked that the contingeney

o »

43. It is in th
the agreement, and in which the Beebee bound herself
a gentlouum “to p!‘oc«‘od to tho

viz., the deputation of
to sequester them for the advantage of the Honorable

Government, and to approp

t all the produce thereof,” an
» has not oceurre

and upon the coast, it was

intimated in
to acquiesce
Laccadives
Company’s
Governmen

riate to the use of the said
d which was to have taken

place « gfter the rains, d to the present day. The
mission of Ligutenant Bentley 1B 1795 was not for Jle purpose of
sequestering, nor did he sequester the islands, bub merely instituted
their condition and resources: No other officer appears

to have beeD deputed to the islands from that time to that of Mr

Robinson’s s;¢, The agreement of 9th April 17903 itself is not
forthcoming, and the Bechee, o1 being reminded of it some  ycars
afterits execution OF in1797, alleged « thab she had never understood b

it that her jslands were to be sequestered at th);

From Northern su- pleasure of Government; all that she understood

erintcndcnt to Commis- .
P Stn September from the agrcement was that if the Government
¢ credit the account gven in by her of the

inquiries as to

gioner, 15t

1797 did no :
produce of the jslands, & person might be sent tO inspect, and she would
that inspection, 1€t was ppoved that the islands vielded

be subject t0
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more profit than she lad stared”” This plea seems at least very
plausible. The negotiations with the Beebee prior to the exceution of
the agreement had all turned upon the amount of tribute to be required
of her for the Laccadives, in the event of their being left in her
possession. It is not probable that she would have assented to any
stipulation whereby she might be deprived of them altogether—a
measure to which, as already shown, she has always testificd the
grcatest repugnance. On ‘;he other hand, the temporary attachment of
the islands having for its object to ascertain their real value, and the
revenue payable on account of them was an expedient in which she
might not have been unwilling to acquiesce, and from which, consider-
ing the reasons which existed for doubting her own returns of their
resources, she could hardly withhold hor consent.  The terms in which
the agreement is drawn up are at least ambighous. The negotiations
subsequently carried on with the Beebee, as shown in detail in Mr.
Robinson’s appendix, for the purpose of indueing her to resign the
sovereignty of the islands, to throw open the trade, or to reform the
administration of justice moreover, seem scarcely compatible with the
supposition of any previous surrender, and secm to show that no great
weight was attached to the agreement even at that time ; and the Board
would be reluctant that it should be brought forward as the grounds
of demanding the cession of the islands so many years afterwards.
Neither does it appear to them that the meve absence of any definite
treaty or engagement guaranteeing the sovereignty of the Laccadives to
the Cannanore House (for that executed on the 285th October 1796

seems never to have been ratified) should now be advanced as a plea for
their resumption, af

ter the tacit sanction afforded by the continu
lons to the present family on the e
so long a period.

44. From what has been stated by Mr. Robinson, the Board are not
disposed to think that, ﬁn:mciallyJ;onsidered, tl
Southern Laccadives would ultimdtely be disa
Company.  The calamities whicl have falle
islands—Androt and K

ance

of those possess Xisting conditions for

1o acquisition of the
dvantageous to the
noupon two of the chief
alpenni—must doubtless vender them unproduc-
tive for many years to come, but the same circumstance will also
necessitate a temporary reductioni n the peisheush paid by the Beebee,
if the islands are to be rctained by her. As, however, the Beebee,
in the event of hey ceding the islands, would of course expect to receive
atonce an annual equivalent equal to her present peishcush or alleged
average profits, the arrangement must at first be attended with loss

to Government —a loss which may not be made up for a counsider

able
time.
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i : i3 '«d.  The eveuts which bave
condition of ose lSla“lds 7L(\),1zlld 1‘;; Z(flf(()){)(tl( the means of introducing
fately 0('0111'1"‘3‘1' szlg;esz)?s‘vlan(is and ameliorating the state of theix:
nmny‘reform%tﬁnut resorting to the extreme measure of a transfer of
iuhablt‘ants "I‘ll OBeebee has reccntly (12th January 184'%)) presented
autborty- - a memorial praying for a remission, for the next

e ey 1540 g rears, of one-half the peishcush, Rupees
19th February 1849. fifteen years, o e-hulf e peisines Tupees
5 -able by her on her possessions m the 1s .
15,000, how pars . f the losses which she has sustained, and
tho const upon e grounlds (;-1% 1(;001; s)ub_jcct‘od in consequence of the
the Cxpen?‘i“; >t(1)) “ti;dllluilleca;(e in the islands of Kalpenni and Androt.
e o Tosa the tevenue drawn from her private property and
Her direcs IOSS’ s < stimates at Rupces 13,000 per annum, thoe
from the inhabltan‘Fs she estimates e el oo o the support
value of the trees given up by ho? on A %,“ }1, . mtéd - Kapers 5,000
ttlers from the two ruined islanc s is 0 Hupeos 10
of the s he value of the supplics in grain, cloth, &c., furnis .
yeurls, andvfj li:) ‘the storm is calculated at Rupees 7,000—an outlay
the Sllﬁ?el"elb 5fred will have to be made for not less than ten years tg
which, lf[‘:a: :ilere ;b very great exaggeration in her allbeg(‘zld l{))iszs 211)1111 ,
come: N ast of these causes cannot be ‘ou ed,
eXpendm}lre fI'(i)sr,n olf['h(?pit;‘ilgnlzlit(;tothe representation respecting the ﬁ.I‘S't,
Mr. ROb.msonof revenue hitherto derived from AndI.‘Ot and Kalpenni, }s
or the fmlurel correct ; and, he adds, some remission of tht.a Beebee i
on the “Tho . rs at’ least is urgently required. The precise amoun
o y}elas not étated ; but considering the loss, Rupees 1??,()(?0
Jut 1'll(jiclzll she has and will for seve‘ral years have to sll%%:atm l1)1(13
per anih “f the ruined state of Kalpenni and Androt, the relief to
conseQI(lleEZj Zhould be on a liberal scale. bt
afforde L <6 circumstances, the Board of Revenue t‘voul eg to
46. Undor theso mission, the precise amount of which must be‘
; :11 }t]l::qf‘jze: eafter fur,ther communicat%on with the }Collect:rt :]i
determine ( d to the Beebee in her peishcush for tI‘C. nex to
Malabar, be allowe' indulgence be granted only upon coudltlpn of her
but tha! tl{ls luduc%ion of such reforms in the fiscal al.ld general
the mtre up as are evidently required, and will tend t’o
: th(f' t%r;r(: gf the inhabitants to that of the Compa'ny s
The det;ils of such arrangement .will be for ;?turf{ z;)c}lll:tr;
islanders. hat purpose it may be desirable that Mr. Ro "
ment, and' for‘ t athé) islunds.  The measure must, .howcvcx‘-,‘ include a
should again V9% f the coir monopoly, the adOpthI.l of fair mte‘s of
thorough refor and abolition of the many unjust and vexatious
o the prodﬂcefs: ( the system. The monopoly of cocoanuts,
aﬂf]; Onld be at once abandoned, and those of
Ouholothima and amhergris, if allowed to

jumn
of remission

recommen

years ;
consenting to
0
management .
assimilate the co

ayment b
?ractices now attend
of salt, and tobacco S

) ‘toise shell;
cowries, torto
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continue, be piaced upon animproved footing.  The disputes regarding
waste land should be finally settled, the accounts of book debts kept
b
- 3 o 5 3 " 1 1
both npon the islands and at Cannanore, be examined, such items as
ave unreasonable or irrecoverable struck out, and arrargement made
for the gradual liquidation of such as may properly be payable. To
this should be added a complete reform of the system of dispensing
. . . 5 . . . b
civil and erininal justice throughout the islands, and the maintenance
of a sufficient Revenue, Police, and Judicial Establishments adequately
remunerated.  The payment of nazeranas should likewise be discon-
N T aYA) 1Tl S ¥ - Y g ! U s .
tinued. The Becebee should further, as suggested by Mr. Robinson,
engage to leave to the cmigrants from Androt
Memorandum,  18th 1 Kalveri ¢l A o
Janvary 1540, parn. 7. and Kalpemui the cujoyment free of any tax, for
Enclosare in B, M, C the next five vears *
, > ne enrs ands
o b, o yers, of the Pandaram lands and
trees on which they have been settled.
47. Tt has been mentioned in a previous part of these proceedings
. . b‘
that the inhabitants of Androt and Kalpenni
applied to Mr. Robinson for relief, both in cocoa-
nuts and money, and that their application was allowed to lie over for
future consideration, in consequence of the Beebee’s objections to any
interference with her subjects, and her solemm assurances that she
would hersclf afford them all requisite assistance. How far she has
N " ‘1 P, ] %] 4
redeemed this pl.edge does not appear. The Board are, therefore, of
opinion that inquiry shonld be made upon this point, and that in the
event of the islanders still requiring aid beyond the will or power of
the Becbee to furnish, it should be supplied by Government, and
arrangements made for the gradual recovery hereafter of such parts
of the charge as it may be deemed proper to be borne by the islanders.
48. In conclusion, the Board beg to submit for special sanction the

Sece paragraph 1.4

Amonant entered in statement for- R, a. P, statements furnished by the

warded by Collector of Canara Collectors of Mala

B7th May 1848 .. .. .. 4580 010 bar and
Do. in do. by do. 9th Juue anara of the expenses

1849 oo e 4212 9 jncurre "
Do. in do. forwarded by . d under the authority

Collector of Malabar, 13th June of Government, 24th August

1849 .. 1,181 1 9

1847, for the relief of the
Total ... 5,772 14 9 inhabitants of the Company’s

I and of the Beebee’s Islands,

The total amount expended is Rupees 5,772-14-9, of which Rupees
1,369-4-2, value of supplics furnished to the Canara islanders, hag
been or will be recovered,  Of the remainder, Rupees 4,403-10-7, tle
sum of Rupees 2,346-8-0 has been disbursed on account of the Beebee’s
* From Canara, 27th Islands, and Mr. Blane states* it will remain to
May, in Consaliation, be decided by the Government whether any and
10th Jaly 1848, p. 9. what portion of this sum shall be borne by the
Beebee.  Considering, however, the lesses which the Beebee has
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herself sustained and her own need of relief, the Board would not advise
that any part of this charge be thrown upon her.
Ordered that a copy of the foregoing extract from the Board’s
Proceedings be submitted to Government.
(A true Extract.)

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Secretary.

Mixcre 8y TR Ricat Hoxorasik THE GOVERNOR.
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated the 2nd of August 1849.

I have very attentively read and considered these Proceedings, and,
in the course of so doing, have referred to the papers which formerly
came before me regarding the Laccadive Tslands, and on which papers
I stated my views in a memorandum, under date the 26th of October
1848,

After the fullest consideration, I sce very little that I can now
add to that Minute. I am confirmed in the impression I formerly
stated, that there is not a semblance of a pretence for demanding the
cession, or restoration, to us of the portion of the group held by the
Beebee of Cannanore ; and as she appears to have the most insurmount-
able objection to any such arrangement, and even protests against
our further interference with her islands, the points before Govern-
ment appear to me to be whether we should accede to her application
for remission, and to what amount, and on what conditions it should
be granted.

I have had some little difficulty in making wp my mind with respect
to the amount, owing to the somewhat couflicting opinions contained
in the various reports as to the extent of the Beebee’s revenue in
prosperous times, as well as her actual recent losses; but the most
favorable accounts demonstrate the necessity for liberality, and
turther that that liberality must be continued for a secries of years
until her islands shall have gradually rccovered the ravages of the
hurricane of April 1847,

T accordingly beg to propose that application bo made to the
Government of India to sanction the remission of onc-third of her
peishcush, or Rupees 3,333}% annually, for ten years, to commenee
with the current fusly 1289 (1849-50), on condition that she wil|
give effect to such reforms in the management of her ixlands as the
Government shall deem advisable on a further report from the Collector
of Malabar.

I am not prepared to say that the rcforms should be ecarried to
the full extent suggested by the Board of Revenue in the 46th paragraph
of their Proceedings under review, but those suggestions may form the
Locle of My Mannllvde anmmonieations with the Beebee, who should
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he assured that Government bave no object ab heart beyond  the
prosperity and good of the islands, and the concomitant increase
of her revenue.

The expenses submitted with the letters from the Collectors of
Canara and Malabar, of the 9th and L3th of June 1849, to the Seeretary
to the Board of Revenue should be sanctioned, and I coneur wit'h
the Board of Revenue that there is no use in making any claim on
ihe Beebee of Cannanore for the share of these disbursements incurred
on account of her subjects. I cannot, however, by any mnicans
subscribe to the opinion oftered by the Board, “that in the event of
the islanders still requiving aid beyond the will or power of the
Beobee to furnish, it should be supplied by Government, and arrange-
ments made for the gradual recovery hereafter of such part of the
charge as it may be decmed proper to be borne by the islanders.”
Kven bad the Beebee been willing to make over her islands to us, I
should have considered the smallest amount of advances proposed
to be made to the inhabitants <n coin to he out of all proportion
to their numbers or importunce, and whatever interest 1 may take
personally in their welfare and relief from their impoverished condition,
it must not be overlooked that Government are liable to equally urgent
calls on their charity and bencvolence, which in this instance seem to
me to have been exerted (including the proposed remission to the
Beebec) to the utmost admissible bounds.

1 fancy there must be some mistake in the 35th paragraph of the
Revenue Board's Proceedings, where the whole est;nblisl;mcnt of the
Cfompany’s Islands is spoken of as costing Rupees 500 per mensem
whilst the revenue is stated in the quotation from Mr, Robiuson’;
vreport in the 38th parvagraph to be only Rupees 8,000 per annum.
This should be explained, and a statement called for showing the

total monthly cxpense, when Government will be able to judge of

the propricty of applying for sanction to the increased charge for the
Karanies proposcd to be stationed in cach island.

The deduction in the weight of coir delivered under the term of
Sand Kusser, referred to in the 6th paragraph of the Board’s Proceed-
mes, should be at once abolished.

In conclusion, the thanks of Government should be communicated
to the differcut officers, and cspecially to Mr. Robinson, all of whose
weasnres are worthy of the highest approval.

10th Septemnber 1849. HENRY POTTINGER.

I concur.

18th September 1849. (Signed) D. ELIOTT.
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Fotraet from the Minntes of Consultation, under date the 1911 October
1849, No. 1,008.

Read the followmg papers :—
Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue.
(Here enter 2nd August 1849, No. 349.)

Minute by the Right Honorable the President.
(tfere enter 10th September 1849.)

The Right Honorable the Governer in Council has had under his
consideration the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue recorded agove,
relative to the condition of the Laccadive Islands after the hurricane of
Apri 1847, in connexion with the papers whi.ch have alveady passed on
the subject, as well as the further correspondence now forwarded by the
Board on the measures of relief to the sufferers which have been or
remain to be taken,

2. The group consists of 14 islands of the names.entered in the
margin of paragraph 17 of the Board’s Proceed-
ings, of which the first seven belong to the British
Government, three being open and uninhabitable reefs, the remaining
four inhabited and attached to the district of Canara. The remainder
of the group, comprising seven islands, belongs to the Beebee of
Cannaunore.

3. The hurricane broke upon Kalpenni and passed on to Andrvot,
both the Beebee’s Islands, and reached the Company’s Island of
Kiltan, the last of the Laccadives severely affected by it.  The accounts
given of the effects of the hurricane are truly lamentable, especially in
the Beebee’s Islands, where the loss of life and property was great.  In
Kiltan the consequences of the hurricane were less disastrous, the lose
in the above respects being incousiderable.

4. The arrangements made by Mr. Robinson for the relief of the
suffering inhabitants of these islands, as described in his reports of the
7th and 22nd February 1848, are worthy of the highest approval, anc
the Governor in Council desires that the thanks of Government may b
specially communicated to him, as well as to the different officers whe
have aided him in those measures.

Paragraph 17.

5. The measurcs taken by Mr. Robinson for distributing among
the parties who engaged to cultivate them the waste lands of the
Company’s Islands, which have heretofore been regarded as Government, -
property, are considered by the Board of Revenue to be very proper
They also support that officer’s reconnmendation for the appointment ui'
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a Karani to each of the four islands, to be permanently stationed,
who, besides keeping all the accounts, &c.; is to assist the resident peon
in the performance of his general duties. The result of a further com-
munication on the subject with the Collector, the
Board observe, is “a recommendation that i~
total annual charge for the Karanies be angmented to Rupces 126,
involving, after deduction of the sura paid to the present Karani, a net
increase of Rupees 99 per annum,” and they “ advise that the Ligher
rates of salary, Rupees 126, snggested by the Collector be mloptm]: the
payment as herctofore being made not in money, but in rice” Iy

Paragraph 5.

" i3, however, not clear whether the sum of Rupees 126 is intended to be
the total charge on account of all the four Karanies, or on account of

cach.

G The Governor in Council apprehends that there must be some:
mistake in the 35th paragraph of the Proceedings, where the cost of the
whole establishment of the Company’s Islands is given at Rupees 500
per mensem, whilst the ' revenue is stated in the quotation from Mr.
Robinson’s report in the 38th paragraph to be only Rupees 8,000 per
annum. He desires to have some explanation on this subject and a
statement showing the total monthly expense to enable him to judge
of the propriety of applying for sanction to the increased charge for the
Karanies proposed to be stationed on each island. The Board will not
fail to furnish likewise, as desired in paragraph 6 of Extract Minut
of Consultation, 12th April 1847, an application in the prescribe
for the increased charge on account of the Karanies.

7. The Governor in Council concurs in the views expressed in
paragraph 6 of the Board’s Proceedings, and directs that the deduction

in the weight of coir delivered under the term of Sand Kusser be at
once abolished.

(&

d form

8. In regard to the portion of the group of islands held by the

2 . . .
Beebee of Cannanore, which are referred to in the seventh and stbse-

“quent paragraphs of the Board’s Proceedings, the Governor in Counceil

Is "f_ opinion that ‘thero are no valid grounds for demanding their

cession or restoration to the Government ; and as this lady appears to
ave insurmounta Jeetic \

h | 8 ‘01 ble ob,](,ctu.ms to any such arrangement, and even

protests against any further interference with her islands on the part

of the public officers, the only questions which remain to be considered

are whether her application for remission should be aceeded to and if
rded to,

50, to what amount, and on what conditions it should be granted
9. Some difficulty has been experie i decids J
; > i y as b experienced in deciding on the amount
of the remission owing to tho somewhat conflicting opinions contained
in the various reports as to the extent of the Beebed’s revenue in
prosperous times, as well as her actual recent losses, but the most

favorable acconuts demonstrate the neeessity for liberality, not morely
o2 - Yy
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for the present, but fora series of years u.ntil her isl:m}lds shall have
oradually recovered the ravages of the hurricane of April 1847.
) 10. The Beebee pays at present to Government on her possessions
Paragraph 46, Board’s in the islands and upon the_ coast a peisheush of
Proceedings- Rupees 15,000, of which it appears from Mr.
. 1ttef from Collec- Robinson’s memorandum on her application for
m‘,nof Malabar, dated pemission that Rupees 10,000 appertain to the
grd  Pebruary 185 islands. The Governor in Council resolves accord- -
_NO' > lv to the Government of India for authority to remit
ingly to aPPL r amount, or Rupees 3,333} annually, for ten

‘third of this latte - "

one thl;o commence with the current fusly 1259, on condition that
y}earﬁ;, ebee will give effect to such reforms in the management of her
the be

: Jands a8 the Gove;vnl\lzlelnt;) shall deem advisable on a further report
N P O alabar. .
t'roﬁ 'tlfl‘ehg(éfs::;or in Council is not pre‘pared to anBthaflt}lfe] {refﬁrms
1d be carried to the full ex.tent suggc"sted by the onrd of Revenue
T;hou LGth aragraph of their Proccedings under review, but those
in the P ?orm the bases of Mr. Conolly’s communications with
snggestions m{:jly he desires that in making these communications the
the Becbee, ali)e assured thab CGovernment have no object at heart
Beebee .1}111%’ rosperity and good of the islands and the concomitant
e
beyond tof hI;r pevenue. ' ' i v
crease‘ ' Governor in Council sanctions the expenses incurred by the
12. The OC nara and Malabar in affording relief to the inhabitants
Collectors of 2 and of the Becbee’s Islands, amounting to Rupees
of the Compau}; ¢his amount, Rupees 1,369-+-2, being value of supplies
5,772—14-9- 0 Ca:n&ra' islanders, it is expected will be recovered ; of
f'urnished.to the Rapecs 4,403-10-7, the sum of Rupees 2,346-8-0 is r,
the remainder, pbeen disbursed on account of the Beebee’s Islands.
represented ko haveor in Council concurs with the Board of Revenue
13. The' Govern in making any claim on the Beebee of Cannanore
that there 13 10 Eselisbursements incurred on account of the people of
#or the share of the ¢ t. however, by any means subscribe to the opinion
herisland. He canso,i that in the event of the islanders still requiring
offered by the Bofﬂ‘iu; or power of the Beebee to furnish, it should be
aid beyond the r:m?nt’ and arrangements made for the gradual recovery
sapplied by Gove jart of the charge as it may be deemed proper to be
fsu?h ! ders.” Bven Lad the Beebee been willing to make
e 1s1anh elz overnor in Council should have considered the
:' ;Zlvances proposcd to be made to the inhabitants in
X Il proportion to their numbers or importance, and
. tore iahe I1)nay have for their welfare and relief from their
whatever interes dition, it must not be overlooked that Government
impovel”lis ted oondt ]"gent calls on their henevolence, which in this
are hab ¢

1

out 0

o equally @
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instance has been exerted (inclading the proposed remission to the
Beebee) to the ubmost adinissible bounds.

Ordered that the following letter be despatched.
(Signed) H. C. MONTGOMERY,

t
Seeretary to Gocernmend

Revenue Drpavryext,
No. 1,007.
To
. J. HALLIDAY, Esq.,

Secrvelary to the Government of Tndia.
SIR,

With reference to the letters noted in the margin, Lam divected by the

Right Hon’ble
Y¥rom Government of India, 3rd July 1847, No. 537, 5 e
From do. do. 14th Aug. do.

w720 the Governor in
Extract Minutes of Consaltation, 12th April do.-

w470, 1 (1 \
From Collector of Malabar, 12th August 1847, 5 18, enclo. 1. Counil to re-
To do. of Canara, 20th do. do, w 387, quest that you
Extract Procs. Board of Rev., 12th do.  do. w375, do. 1. N e
Extract Minutes of Consultation, 24th Ang. 1847, ,, 948, will submit, for
From Collector of Malabar, 20th September do. 23, do. 3. the eonsidera-
From do. of Canara, 22nd  do. do. 10, do. 1. . !
Exiract Minutes of Cousultation, 16th Oct. do. ,, 1,144. tion and orders
From Colloctor of Malabar, 9th Marck 1848, ,, 7, do. 1, ' V(¢ -
Extract Minutes of Consultation, 15th Aprildo, ,, 392, of the Govern-
From Collector of Maiabar, 23rd June do. 10, ment of India,
Extract Minutes of Conrultation, 10th Nov. do.

- w 1,225, with
Memorandum by the Right Honorable the President.

copy of acorre-
From Colloctor of Malabar, 3rd Pebruwry 1849, No. 3, enclos. 2, spmulcnco with
with order.

IFrom Collector of Malabar, 20th Juue 1819, No. 15, with order, the  Collectors
enclo, 1. Y
' . of Malubar and
Extract Proceedings Board of Revenue, 2ud Aug. 1849, No. 319, | ;
enclos. 11, Canara aund the
Minate by the Right Hlonorable the President, 10th Saptember 1849, Board of Te-
Extract Minutes of Consnltation, 19th Oetober 1849, No. 1,000, o '

venue  regard-
ing a hurricane which occurred in April 1847 on the Tiaceadive Tslands,

attended with most disastrons results, involving great loss of life and
property, especially in two of the islands belenging to the Becbee of
Cannanore.

2. The nature and extent of the relief afforded to the suffering inhabi-
tants both in the Becbee’s islands and on those belonging to the
Company, and the arrangements made for promoting their welfare, aro
entered into at considerable length in the reports of the local officers and
in the orders passed thereon, and need no notice in this place beyond
the expression of the hope of this Government that those measures will
receive the concurrence and approbation of the Government of India,

) : .
9. The Governor and Council requests the attention of the Govern-
ment of India to the vivws recorded by this Government in respeet of

Lter

the ista 1ds forming the possession of the Beebee of Cunnanorc. It hus
alreads- been stated that two of these islands have suffered greatly
from the hurricane, andas the Beebce has on that account applied f(.)r
o remission of one-half of her tribute for 15 years, the Governor in
Counci! hs, upon mature consideration of her losses, come .to the
Jdotermination of recommending an annual remission from her peishcush
of Rupees 3,333} for ten years, to commence with the current fusly 1259,
on her consenting to give effect to such reforms in the management of her
islands as, on further communication with the local officers, may be
deemed advisable, and he now solicits that authority to that cffect may
be granted by the Government of India.

(Signed) H. C. MONTGOMERY,
Forr St. GEORGE Secerctary to (Quvernwinend.
10th October 1849




