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leted the important task
Rnsox.UTon--Colonel Ethendge bas comp
assigned to him by Her Majesty’s Seexetary of State in ‘an able and satmfactory

manner.

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council does not feel calletll uIzlon 1tlo
record any opinion as fo the principles and policy which regulate :he
proceedings of the late Inam Commission. But he considers it duet :o he
eminent officers who were entrusted with those proceedings to state his
conviction that they were actuated by a sincere desire to do justice
between the State ahd the paltles concerned, and that they did their work
“with a degree - of accuracy and precision which produced the most beneficial
effects on the genejal revenue admm1stmt1on of the Presidency.

3. Colonel Ethesilge's interesting “and. concise report will be of lmixcl(;
valuo hereafter as a work of reference. It is to be printed and publishe

as a selection from the recorde of Governrnent, |
F. S. CHAPMAN
Vo e et Seorétary to Government
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* Re-appointed under
mection 9 Bombay Act II of \
1868, For names of officers
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT =

L BOMBAY,

ALIENATION OQFEJCE AND Poowa DuFIoR |

Poosa, 21st Apri 1873,

[

»

‘In accordance with the orders contained in the despatch from Her | .
Majesty’s Principal Sepretary of State for India in Council, No. 83 dated 4th -

April 1871, I now do myself the honor.to lay before Government an epitome of

t And sapplementary settlements,

.t Government letter No. 2054 dated ' 16th June 1843.
The distritts selected were the talopkas of Hooblee and
Nuwalgoond in which the survey operations were in
rog{e:s, comprising, respectively, 256 and 86 villages and
amlets. * .

the opérations and financial vesults of the Inam Commissiont
from the time it was authorized as a tentative

measure in certain. districts of the Dharwar collectorate
in 1843.%+

2. The form the enquﬁy took at t.he' outset ivaé that of a ¢ Committee for

As an instance of the prudent. caution of Mr. Hart
I may remark that after 8 years' operations he thought it
advisable to test the effects and inﬂuen_cé of his work. -
Accox:dingly, on 3rd November 1846 hg put a series of
. questions to various officers who from moving nbout the
districts 'and knowing the people could give unerring
information. - The answers are given at length in
ArpENDIX T, They are very interesting and of undoubted
authority. The officers referred to were :— "

Mr. Reeves—(;’olll_igtof andt quaglstrate of Belgaum and

Political agent Southern A
Mr. Frere-—Judge of Dharwar, * - Mahratta county
My. Mansfield—Collector and Mngﬁtmte»of Dharw;r. .
Capt, Wingate —Superintendent of revenue survey” and
} assessment Southern Mahratta country.
and others. : '

were excluded ‘[| in

the purpose of investiyating the titles of persons hc}ldigg villages and lands .as

Inam. Several years of expeximentalising follawgd.
Then it assumed the .designation ' of the Imam
Commission, and fipally such was the ability .and"
such the spctess with which Mr. Hart condncted the -
operations § and _snxjmourited ’ pll difficulties that  she

‘Commission was by Legislative Enactment (X .of

1852) placed on a regular judicial footing.pnd sxtended -
to _the whole of the territory administered by
the Commissioner ~The  Hoporable

Mahratta country and ‘more . xecent annexations, which

réespect of alienafed revenua from the »ope'rafion of * 3

L o " The reason of this exclusion was not merely to exempt Government from being smed, bﬂt also to relieve 1 b

See preamble to regulation XXIX of 1827, also section
6 of that regulatfon, for the Deccan and Khandesh ;
.extended to the Southern Mabratta country by section 2
regulation VII of 1830.

+it from being tied down by a set of stringent. covditions preppribed ;for -

comparatively. well.seftled districts and inapplicable to térfitdries which had never - .
before bepn “subject to any  regulations. The, imtention of the legisiatupe in
exempting Government -from béing sued by claimanits to Inams iﬁ'the%ﬂw
Khandesh, and Southern Mashratta country oquld only .have .bepn to  Jeu

Government at full liberty to.adopt such rulda for the investiga.tiohg::d .digposal

“of these claims as might thereafter appear just and adapted to the variom%eouliarities of the nusagroya districts o

L e ¢ which were, for the first time, su-jeatel to any reguniations whatsoever.
. regulation XVII that chapter -IX. was not. framed with reference .t
R * * .inppplicable to the tenures, the state of accounts and their past history. M

t is evident f,rom'—dﬁeféﬂt parts of

oreover, its provigiousare luneonaistent -

: with the rules laid down by. the Hou'ble The Commissione ristuart Elphinstone, - ‘A4oiding and dispostng.
. of claims to Inams in the provinces wnder his’~oonwp). r.nop S Blphi "1'19." t ggnnd..‘ i e

2

missioner 0 Monntstnath
" Elphinstone, viz, Khandesh, the Deccon and Sopthgsn:

those distriots, Jts “provisions weke | . -



that fundamenlal law’ of the land revenue of the Pxesuiency revulatxon
-,'XVII of 1827. | , R

/
ot

3. Thus then the alienation law for the older p.ovmces subordmate to
Bombay (G‘uzerat and the Concans) was regulation XVII of 1827 and its
- supplements, that for the provinces conquered from the Peishwa in 1817-18 and:
* later annexations Act XT of 1852. . By the former the adjudication of claims
. 'was vested in the courts of civil 3ust1ce By the latter in a speclal tribunal
' 'called the Inam Commlssmn

4 ‘What ‘was th1s Inam Commission? 8ir John Kaye calls 1t ¢ that great
- conﬁscatm:y tribunal known as the Inam . Commission

- -of Bombay’ * © Bir  Charles Jackson s _ more séem. .
- Just. 1' But,  no' douht .the public - generally have + Boo para. 93

S ldent]_ﬁed it w1th a Resumptlon * Comm1ssmn NOthlng ’ i' But resumption is in no wise to be confounded with
eviction, -Eviction never occurred.

~ could be farther from fact. The saving likely to accrue
'to ,the State was quite a secondary consideration, The :
fikst duty of the Commission was the confirmation of good titles, and this was
‘3 real bleasing to the couniry. Its mext that-of laying the revised rates of

‘asdessment either wholly or partially, though ‘ot during the Ufetime of

B mcumbents, on those lands the titles to whwh proved defective, and this was a
“ simple v1ndlcatlon of the rights of the public ; for Government as guardian

and trustee of the public revenue had other interests to consider as-well as -

B ‘those of the holders of Inams, and it was not justified in allowing public
~ burdens to press on one: pm:mm. of . g(ti subjeots . in. order that the other might
live in luxunous mdolenbe on alienations of the pubhc fevenue ‘which in a great
- majority- of cases had, mo ‘preterision. to authorized ex1stence There was 1o
':"-',,f"good reason Why the holders of such lands should not be compelled to

oontnbute their share to the expe‘nses of the State. All chance of ipjustice

Was remove,d by the elasticity gNen to the Inam Act by
rnlo 11 Schedule B§ which permuted the relaxatlon of

‘tbe rules m- favour of claimants wherever they pressed harshly. Moreover, ‘

in 'ery oase Government took the onus probandi on itself asking claimants lo
Proy: ._hothmg because simple possession proved evety thmg till superior proof

~eo’uld beail&need; : Thns a just and nghteous cons1derat10n of their olauns was
'»secured to all.

”5,

; . + . o '
-’-“‘, Y . ~, S .
A boag

The Inam Cdmmwsxon, then, in lts legal ca(paclty at once to confirm
h however good were nob known to be so by - the holders, or how.-

: ;ﬁ.pro._. g e,se by Goverhment
501' Whlch mever, doubtful aﬂ'ordécl no ‘grol,nds for

i comprised.

/480 ang

lin;mﬂ:gn ~The

their favoax.

Sec paras. 7 and 8

. § See para 36 eonclumon, and para. 48 .

H 'l‘be s dar trequently occurs in thu mm-ahve
he: .1’8. d Th Ie ménns ¢.gno. who holds or pocnua, and is used in
Pl ...n . e cgmpoﬂnds with the object held "or possessed. Thamdaz, .
hr » l §e on, means one 'Who holds an JIwam. It is the second
: RO ee clas S %von r of the idperative of the: Periian verb
,hve&ﬁ?ear by year in ,M and tremhlm lebt the evenue fom, ““mmil’eﬁxﬁ:imﬁ:?‘::

XN

C

,

. set

' I"WW of pﬂb o rovmua.
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6. And was there no injustice of by-gone years to be rectified ? Yes,
old grievances were numerous, The past had not been free from oppression
caused by wrong decisions. Such cases were re-opened and put right‘ At
‘every step the necessity for a department specially trained and possessing the
peculiar qualifications requisite for such technical enqmry became apparent,

7. And, though it became a State necessity in the interests of the public
to curtail -the exemptjons and immunities of a vagt number of holders,
interference even in these cases was never of a harsh or severe kind. The
simple levy of assessment affer the death of an incumbent without in ter:fermg with

kis son’s rzglzt to succeed to possesszon was all that occurred in the most
extreme cases. » :

8. Eviction wasillegal. In other words, possession could not be interfered.

- with.* An Inamdar was considered to be in possession if he ‘held by himself, -

his tenants, sub-tenants, or agents, and very few were so disconnected with
the land which produced their income as not to be in possession under the wide
s1gn1ﬁcatlon which the law thus accorded to-the term. It might, however,.
happen in rare- 1nstances that the cultivator could shew better right to have
his name entered in the government books as ‘vccupant - after the land had
ceased to be Inam; for, instances. have been met with in which fields
grapted in Inam to Bhufst and others have been
uninterruptedly in the possession 'of the - 'amcestors
of present cultivatods from a period anterioxr to the date of the grant,

T Learned Brahmins.

-in which case there could be no guestion of the eultivator being the party to

be entered as the occupant and not the Inamdar. Again, in some instances the
Inamdar merely enjoyed the government right, that is, the right of a landlord
and not of a farmer, or, in other words, the r1ght to the assessment, in which
case also the occupant would remain in possession as the tenant of Government,
Occupancy in these cases never having existed on the part of the Inamdar

could -not be guaranteed. Such were the’ only instances, few and trifling o
indeed, which formed an exception to the 'rule that the son of the Inamdar = .
- whose t1tle had been found défective was, in all cases perm1tted to. retam o

possession after his father’s death paying the survey rates; In the case of an '
entire village the management of course was transferred to Government aftet -

‘the demlse of the mcumbent +in instances in whxch Government could shew A

CIRUULAR No 2449 \
Dated Bombay Castle,27th May 1854

. Y oL
* L » '

» . N
8, His Lordship in Council also has to refer to a donbt which, he has been qurmed is entertained as to

whether Inamdars, whose ¢laims are disallowed, are permitted to remain in pessession of the Inamee lands,
4, 'The Governor in Conncil does not conceive it probable that any ofp

allowable.

8. All that the adjudicating authority (the Inam Commlssmner or (‘oll&etor) can ry is the ﬂrgb ;
exemption from assessment. In the event, therefore, of the.claim of an Inumdar, who is in occupatiod-of the

land, being disallowed, the Inamdar must nevertheless be permitted to continne in possession: of the lan for so ‘, '

long 3 he pays the full assessment imposable on the land 88 khalsat 1land according to the revenue rvey

rates obtaining il the village in which the land is sitnated.
6. In oases in which the claimant, whose titie as Inamdar is disanowed has only ni%re
mght that is, the assessment on the land, the ocoupant will remain in possessmn, and paﬁ ct' to the village o
eera on account of Government, instesd of the Inamdar or his agen -
In short, all that the laws allow, 85. regards resumptlon, is the discontinudnoe o ezemptwn ffm

~N
s 9

the local officers can so misread™
" either Act XI of 1852 or Regulation XVII of 1827 as to suppose that interference with actnal occupamon l; -

ement, or, in districts which have not been subject to the operations of & Tevenne survey,. aoeordmg to the .

the government' .
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that the lowest degree of prescriptive right had not agcrued and- that the holder
was simply a pretender, but a liberal pension from the revenue' was always
' allowed. ' :

9. T must not, however, anticipate. Before proceeding to consider the”

working of the Inam Commission and its results, it will be necessary to explain
what Tnams are, and to trace the steps which led up to the creation of a special
and trained department for investigating claims to alienated revenue, though the
necessity for such a department might be briefly said to
arise out of the admitted incapability* of Collectors _

undertaking the enquiry, both from want of time and want of technical knowledge
of the Peishwa’s system of accounts.

!
See APPENDIX T.

10. And, first, what is an Jnam 2 ' This simple question had puzzled the
revenue and judicial officers of the Presidency for many years. I believe,
however, that much of the difficulty which swrrounded the word, in regard to

'its more or less extended signification, in the earlier years of British
administration, would have been avoided had it been remembered that it wwas
‘an exotic in this country. Whatever might have been the value set upon it
in its own native soil of Arabia, the word had acquired in Hindostan a modified

if not a new sense. It was, in fact, what local usage had made it, and what -

that was could best be ascertained by the evidence recorded in the archives of
the Mahratta Government, not by reference to the dictionary.

11, Inamin its primary sense means gift. In_ its derived or secondary

sense grant. In the meaning of grant the word would necessarily include-

every species of grant which a granting power could bestow. But it is to
grants of land revenue that 1 need only refer. Grants of land revenue were
made either directly in land, or, constructively so, in grain and kind, or cash,
By the common law of the country gvery acre of land is liable to the payment
of assessment to the ruling power. pro bono publico, and the right to receive
that assesstent might be transferred to any individual whatsoever, or conferred
for the maintenance of any secular or religious office. 1fto an individual, it
. 'was perhaps for service alleged to have been rendered by himself or ancestors,
. Or granted it might be out of mere favor and the freak of the moment. Grants
?f this kind might be free froth conditions. Conditional grants would be those
in which civil or military service was ‘exacted by the State direct, or certain
duties had to be performed by the office bearers in a village for the sake of
the inhabitants, in revenue, police, or domestic concerns ; also religious grants,

th(:.h were for the maintehance of worship in the village temples and mosques,
Or 1n shrines situated not actually in the village boundaries, with the revenue.

s A
of which they were, nevertlieless, either wholly or partially endowed. In each
°fl these cases the granting power parted only with its own right, Which, in
the case of occupied soil, would be that of receiving assessment ;t and the

T In most cases, hcivi'ever, the occupancy would follow the grant :—that is the government cultivator
befgre the grant would become the grante%’s citltivator after the grgant. It was only in instances in which the
land was held by a stronger title that provision was made in the royal grant for non-interference with the
occupant and the limit of the grant to the revenue. Such cases were féw. But the principle is wpheld by
authority. Nilkunths in the Vyatuhara Mayukha (chap. IV sect. I para. 8) states that Hindu. Sovereignty in’
Wesgzrn India did not involve the ownership of soil already occupied, that the king’s title in such cases was
to the reverfhie, which only, he argues, is to be understood as conveyed by & Toyal graut, | :

o
.

- +
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grants usually contain, except, perhaps, when waste villages or lands are
‘ . bestowed, a provise that the pre-existing rights of occupancy, or otherwise, are

* That ig, the holder of the Mokassa, a share of the
revenue. For a brief sketch of the divisions of the revenue

~ ‘hnder the Mahratta Government, sce Note 4 para.16

That is, the holder of a Surinjam, an estate held
on s sort of feudal tenure. \
’ I'That is; the holder of a Wuttun, an inherently
hereditary estate. ‘
‘ § That is, a pricst.

on no account to be interfered with by the grantee, who
is simply in the case of occupied soil created landlord
in the place of the Government or granting power. Local
usage does mnot, however, designate all grantees as

VInaxﬁdars. On the contrary, particular names denote

particular holdings, and at once tell the object of the

\ grant. Such as, Mokassadar,* Surinjamdar,} Wuttundar,}
Poojaree,§ but any or all of these may also be Inamdars.

‘ 12. An indirect grant of public revenuie would be an assignment in kind,
as so many measures of grain- &e., but these have all been commuted into
fixed moncy payments or abolished. The official remuneration, of the village
staff, as well as of the hereditary district officers, was also partly made up of
perquisites in kind. The grantee in these cases collected his dues from the
cultivators direct. Lastly, the grant in cash is the land revenue collécted by‘
the officers of Government at the public expense into the local treasuries, and
then paid away by the head of the village, or of the district, or of the province
The cash payments consist of fees to officials for service to the village or to the
State, according to either a fixed or fluctuating rate on the land revenue ; of
dues on the occasion of religious festivals and amusements, and village expenses
of all kinds ; of allowances to individuals useful to the community and to

- hereditary idlers. 1t is, perhaps, to this last class of charges that, as a general

rule, exception might be taken. The wurshasundar, or recipient of .an annual
allowance, mercly comes on his periodical tour and receives his rupees in
monthly or annual instalments from the local treasuries. He yields no publie
return, and is not like the public pensioner who 1s respected for having done
something in his day which has carned him his reward.

13. But to return to the word Jnam. Although in its literal and generic -
sense of giff or grant it must embrace every kind of grant, it has more especially
a © local habitation’ itself as a land tenure. It was not until the year 1769
that the word began to dawn on Clive’s mind as a reality, ad not a mere
empty sign. He perceived how the boundaries of the French East India.
Company’s possessidns had been extended by grents of tracts of country from
the Delhi Emperor.. The French had become Inamdars on an extensive
scale. Arcot had been fought a ‘few years before and their power had since
been everywhere on the decline, but they still had Qossession of a number
of districts in Tnam in the Carnatic. Clive then attempted . the same plan.
with the Nigam: at Hyderabad, and after some  neggciation
succeeded in obtaining the whole of the Cirkar of Masulipatam with gight

 distriets, as well as the Cirkar of Nizampatam and.the districts of Condarir and -

Wacolmanner as az Inam’ for the English Company under sunnud 2sin the
oase of the French, |} ’ .

1] Aitchison's Tmiieef-Vplume V, pages 11, 12, 13, and 18
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14, Then, again, in 1765 Clive obtained from the Great Mogul direct
the grantsin perpetuity of -the 'provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and

“through him from the Nizam aftérwards a similar grant of five districts commonly
called the Northern Crrkars. These were bestowed by royal firman dated

12th August 1765 ‘2y way of Inam’' and the Nizam in his subsidiary

instructions to the district officers of the following year proclalmed that
agreeably to the petrtron of the English he had grven them the districts * by

w0y, of Inam/)

15. Thus, then,; we find that many large acquisitions of territory b&'tho
English East India Compeny were by grant in Inam. The English in the
desolating wars which ensued and.ended in the downfal of the Mysorean

dynasty were enabled to retain pogsession of their Inams, but it is not necessary

to, pause and ask how often smaller grants :changed hands- in those days of
anarchy and misrule and what the popular acceptation among the subjects of
native states must have been of the word Inam and like terms dependent for
their very existence on a ruler maintaining a elose adherence to his promise.
As with treaties, so with sunnuds and minor grants, the foundationon which
both rested was that of reciprocal good faith. Enqumes into .the origin of
‘gome of the governments of those days will assist in setting a right value upon
the word Inam and kindred terms among the Mahratta people, and before
-proceeding farther I propose to take a rap1d survey of 'a few notable
instances, - ,

16 "And, firat, the Nizam. The founder of the famﬂy was Nmam-ool-moolk
-2 courtier at Delhr whom the Empetor: nominated “to -
‘represent His Ma_]esty s affairs in all the country SOUth  The Nizam of Hyderabad.
of the Nerbudda, the natural 'boundary line between
- Hindostan proper and the Deccan. He sfarted for Hyderabad and was duly
.acknowledged as governor, of those parts. Being well versed in the history of

past transaetlons and alive to the signs of the times it was not long before he -

_gained a vrctory over the imperial troops and sent with a ‘congratulatory letter to
his royal mastey of Delhi ¢ the head of the viceroy appointed to supersede him as
the:bead of a traitor.” From that day dates the government of Hyderabad inthe

Deccan,  Contrasted with the noble otigin of the Nizam may next be mentioned -

the humble rank: in life of the father of the great Hyder
Ah of Mysote. He was simply a belted revenue peon, Hyder Ali of Mysore.

qr.more likely in those days the sword and shield were the

badges of persuasion in collecting the revenue.-instalments. ‘Hyder himself

started in life as a private horseman, but by nature born a general he early
rose to be commander of a numerous body of both horse and foot. He
-succeeded in. obtaining  large ass:gnments of territory for their. support and
_then began to attack and. seize the possessions of . the small’ chjefs in his
nelghbourhood "He thus acquired a degree. of politieal importance which
excited suspicion and, dutvut This he no sooner perceived than he made & bold

dash at the seat of govemment and sncceeded in deposmg the raja. , Hts son, :

s

o [ 4

Smaller chiefs and adventurers.

(]

Tipi)oo, extended his conquests,——The grandfather of the great Sivajee, raja of
Batara, was also of very humble origin but his fa‘her had attained considerable.
rank under the kingdom of Beejapoor, had been entrusted

Slva]ee the tounder of the Witha government, and profiting by the weakness of the
Mah ratta empire, and raja of Satara,

'king’s power had rendered himself nearly independent in
the southern part ofthe Becjapoor dominions. The ‘same
weakness encouraged Sivajee to rebel and plunder the country, and he
was enabled by the increasing confusion inthe Deccan to found a sort of
government which the desultory operations of Aurungzebe, distracted
by his numerous and simultaneous foreign wars, allowed him
time to consolidate. Hia rebellion began about 1646. He decl:red himself

independent in 1674, and at his death, about 1682, he was possessed of great .

part of the Concan, the greater part of the line of ghauts, and shared with the.
mahomedans the tract immediately to the east of those mountains as far north.

as Poona and as far south as Kolapore; but the final establishment of the
Mahratta goverument only dates from about 1719 twelve years after the death
of Aurungzebe, whose successor yielded the choutht and made a formal grant
of their territorial possessions in the Deccan.—The rajas.of Kolapore
are the representatives of the younger branch of this famlly, as the rajas of
Satara were of the elder. Kolapore was recognized as a
The rajas of Kolapore, distinct and independent principality under the partition
treaty concluded between Shahoo and Sumbaj ee, descendants

of the great Sivdjce, on 26th April 1731,

-

17. Next I may mention the struggles for power of the smaller chiefs and

adventurers in the country who imitated the greater chiefs
in playing at royalty. The Pecishwa is an accountant
The Pelshwa. - with a ficld force. Anon wesee him prime minister to the
rajaof Satara. He usurps in 1751, like the mayors of the

palace did in France, the supreme power and is full'y ack'nowled*ged by

T The ckouth, ag its name implies, represented a fourth of the govemment revenue. The remaining three-
fourthe of the country war called the jagheor or maglaee ; but, in addition to this, Sivajee Jevied & tax of ten

per cent as sur deshmookhee. 'The dw:slons of the revenue stood thus. , .‘
Suppose the Government share 400
Kur deshimookhee ....cecoevsemcecsnsnsene 40
Government IEVENUe .....c.cccemeeeces 400
-—— 440
Viz. Chouth, or one-fourth ............ 100
Jagheer or Moglaee ...ceeoirenrneernnee 800

400 or 440 with sur deshmookhee,
The dabtes was ane-fourth of the chouth® The remaining three-fonrthe was calledvtlie mokassa. This was
snbdivided into salotra which was 6 per cent on the chouth, and ein mokassa, thus :—

Snb division of chouth

RABLEE secrenirvorivitetieniencsesssesnnserennns 25
MOKABER .....ves earareeartresreiiseaininiiees 75
. ! —_— 100"
fub division of mokassa
SAhOtrA weavereceniiioeniiicnennsenneaeasenns 6

. — 78 ]

The chouth was at first divided thus. The babtee was reserved for the Raja and collected by the Pritinidhi,

the T'eshwa. and the Punt Suciien. The sahotra was assigned to the Puut Sucheo. The mokassa was partitioned
among the sirdars. Thus their separation from the bulk of the revenue was perpctuated but aven where they
all fe Lintq the hands of the government, it =till kept them up in name and sometimés in pracuce One man
would col'ect the sur daghmaokhee—anaother. the ]aghe:r dues-—a third, the mokassa—a fourth, the  badtes—nand

- a fifth, the sakotra, on the same’ villare. In this case the holder of the jaghesr would settle the sum to be.
paid by the village. The mokassadar would send and eollect his share from the ryots, but the other olmmuntl.

would allow the holder of the jrgheer to collect the rest and pay to each his ehare, the amount of wlncb.
each would asoertmn from the vx]lage accounts,

e
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' all fhie Mahiraita chiefs as legitimate head of the mation,” - 1Y
Scindia was a patel of’ Kinherkher in Satara. Scindis of Gwatior, -

Holkur was a goatherd and weaver of coarse blankets

ﬁo}knr of Indors,
in ‘the village of Hol in Satara also. Doing

duty as horsemen under some known leader these’ intrepid followers soon forced :

themselves into notice and were fortunate enough to get shares of the cessions

‘made to'the Mahrattas in Malwa north of the Nerbudda They thus came to bo'

recogmzed as governors of u\dependent “states.
The Bhonslas of Nagpore, or Berar, were patels of Deoor
also in Satara. As the Peishwa served his royal master )
“of Satara, #6 Scindia treated his nominal lord, the ‘Peishwa, and between 1794
‘and 1801 was the virt ‘ual tuler of the Mahratta captains,
meftioned year came HolKur's turn. He defeated Scindia in & pitched
, battfe at Poona, drove the Pelshwa from the seat of government and was for a
aeason supreme. The Envllsh restored the Peishwa and Scindia. The Berar
raja and Holkur were successively. reduced to obedience.
_however, they had of course assumed full soverelgn powers,
no sooner had Tippoo disapppeared than up star.ed R
Dhoondia Wang 'Gaining help sqmetlmes from the  Dhoondia Waug.
Kolapore raja, sometimes from Sciandia, he collects around

. hun the disaffected and discontented in the country and lays whole districts undet
[ Mntr;butlon
"’Putwurdhuns, fnends of the l‘.nghsh and threatening the

~ ramparts of . Kolnpq;p.wlhq‘ preda.tory dggaees, . .OF - Predatory. desses, or -
- hereditary district offieers; the . class that Hyder found - m“““” disteiot, affloers.
- snch difficulty in subduing, when first raising himself from

Bhonsla of Nagpore.

During their sway,
In like manner,

B ot;&cgnty, who fortified their strongholds, nominally to protect their districts but -

- in reality as, the means of laymg others waste, these men. assumed to themselves

- additional importance by stylmg themselves sawusthansks® . . .

" The holders of the forts of Ramdoorg and Nurgoond, | cch,::f ;’:;::o?dl

" bound by their tenure to serve the. Peishwa with quotas . | :

of ;. horse, all to pay tribute also when .the Peishwa - could

epforOe hw demand, - assumed- the same Dpame. A .

- Tamoosee robber, the maik. ..of - Shorapoor, even Chief of Shorapoor.
x-mk the same oomphmentary title, . In, Guzerat :

R B&nges of robbgr chiefs, called - rawuls o0d- grasies, g O grasisa ot

Guserat,

Pﬁ&e‘d on the Vlllage °°mmlmmes ﬂnd extor.ted hpge S I". ; " :'7,““
excmPuogs at land, besides ‘other. immunities, from the heads of vﬁlages and -

~ the goveraylent officers, on the conditions that-they would ‘themselves refiain
. from plundermg for the future and be answerable for the deptedations of others;
'but such condmons ;Jrere of \course nominal. . These .mstu_mcei “of . the sudden

. B . ? - Te—— rﬂ(._. ™ g a.
ST

The word samnthani& mi ot! 0 the ho! . o of: the
of the ol nkth of Natara, ke 1ie Harguare 1o "”""‘" ho er of & very ancient; ponaai, of - ke tikire"

kdr's saorvsthan, but it bas pothing in " its tequre to sj&i&:h» u,v;r
ro

held orn mo fuyonmble terms than ordinaiy efempt touure inthe enuntm It used 60
those places #i-which holy men, sb rﬁbﬂ, dwz ‘t asmn?mmn. rwnyasses, brahmacharyas &o , who, abandoumi
all worldiy coneerns, devoted their. tm to' the comm,ﬂmon oz the dexty, in whom, somelides,’ 85 af
chmchwud.nxodwunppwedto “‘W"‘ RERCEE L

4 . " el ! ‘4 . | N "- .o .

Jl
P

In the last,

Then we see Scindia’s officers .snatching whole districts from the -

" time,:

' over again,

altered ownership was no flaw to-his grant in the’ lnva&ér’s own eyes.

9

rise of mdmduals in those days might be multlphed but it ‘will be suﬂiclenl:'
to close the list with one more famxhar fact. o, The Carnatic,’. says Mr.:
Elphinstone, ¢ was &t no distant period overrun with mdependent aesaees, o
' pollgars, but these have all been gradually awallowed up by .
Chief of Kittoor. ° the Mahrattas, and the desaee of Kltt()()l‘ is the only one who’
¢ gtill retains his poesessions,” This" desaee was’ one of thoso", ’
who was to be re-established ‘undér the treaty of 1790, should the’ three allies Co
succeed in recovering the terntory which T ippoo had u‘zurped from them ‘The
Kittoorkur had ongmally set himself up by fighting and robbing, hke hw‘.;
neighbours, with beruds, kataks and sbetsundees. but in 1310hecamea reqpeotable;, .
farmer under the Peishwa of a large pottion of country, He died during thq )
Mahratta war, but having been useful to Sir Thomas Munro in the sub]ugatlon .
of .the Southern Mahratta country, his son was raised to the dmmty of a
tributery chioftain of the British Government. B8ix years later, in 1824, an °
insurrection broke out in which Mr. Thackeray and other British officers were
killed, and the Kittoor ter¥itory was now permanently annexed. The ("omp'my’i g
desaee, of course, made grants like a Peishwa’s desaee would have done, but asf
the taint of treason passed over all his acts the British government dui not '

consider itself bound to respect the grants made by hxm between 1818 and 1824

18, My object in citing these examples is to shew that from suoh
potentates as these originated many of the mnauthorized grants of public rovenue<
which are to be met with throughout the, Presidency. -To confer grants of land -
and pensions was, of all other rights of sovereignty, the privilege which the
new ruler jealously exercised and by which he knew he could best make the -
arm of his authority felt, as well as to retain that authority for any length o‘f‘

To point to the land as the means of snpportmv his tmops, “to: mh’kéfa

~ written assurance to the military leader that for so long s the sun and thooH* .

endure, should that written pledge be bmdmg on himself and successors, was--
only to act in accordunce with the practice of the * high contracting poWerﬂ'
between whom treaties were ratified (and-broken by:the native poWer) over’ andﬁ‘
The sunnuds had werds ‘introduced’ into theém: of preomély thie™"
samae. force as’ in treaties, for ever, awhile time endures,. . wh’h the worlJ
exists, the grant was to-be obligatory on hoth parties, racs after race, and go on._
A warmng was sometimes added -for the benhefit of the succeeding mhf
who was told that it. was more meritorious to dontinne a grant than to orfgmﬁte :
one hunsel? An imprecation was. cast ot the head of any sudoessor ‘whe' dxt-
turbed the grantee in his possession; a blessing if the oontrary It would not”
riatter whether. the village or land were in possession at the Hhé of grant. I
the invader had been - just expelled and another had taken his place, t’h’ﬁ
g
Hyder purchased from Busalut J\mg the - sovereignty of Sera long’ ‘sfter t'he"‘
latter' had lost possession, thus the grauts by the Nipaneekar in Sholupoor and 3
some by the: Kolapore raja, and some ‘were dfawn up in the nanig, of tﬁg faumn;?
Pumshram Punt Bhow, Pntwm'dhun,'v ancestOt by adophona of the pmseai;,'

X

LI R

Anoﬁ:er inxtanqn oi mceesinl daring mﬂ enhrpﬂle, for the 10 tor N a commo‘h M)wl
ar mondioang brahudin ot the Concsn. d m v

.
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chigf-of - Jamkhundee, made to parties who had supplied him with the thews
and:sinews for his petty warg with factious neighbours, for service of bullets,
and for horso and foot, at a time when as a mere surinjamdar, or sort of
-fendatory of the Pelshwa, he was in no way an authority competent to alienate
the public revenues in perpetuity. 1t is scarcely pecessary to state that the
future continuance of all such grants would depend on the will of the

cangtitutional government us socn as it could re-establish its’ suthority. A
Reaumptlon rather than an Inam Commission would at once have bxouoht back

the condition of the public revenue to its stafus quo before the invasion had

taken place. But even then, some of the grantees would surely have managed

to Tetain pissession, anl by degrees their names coming to be registered in the
villa.ge or district accounts, they would be regarded as Inamdars by the people
themselves, and' that, too, ‘without any compuaction as to the original defect
of title. I mean that, notwithstanding it was the lund revenue which mainly
suppurted the government, the ryots were not sufficieatly civilized to look upon
~ such grants as unjust because it made the'buldeu of taxation fall more heavily
on themselves. In districts furthest away from the seat of power at Poona
greater anarchy. would prevail than in parts whero the ruler could more readily
make his hand felt. Sir Thomas Munro has remarked of the Southern
Mahratta country, that, after the accession of the last Peishwa in 1795 in
. districts south of the Kristoa, there could have been ‘no’ reqular control’
exercised over the government property, an observation which has been tested
. and proved to be fully true by the investigators of titles to Inams. Indeed,
it may be, said thut mismanagement and anarchy had reached their hewht
during the reign of Bajeerow, and- that all attempts on the part of his
‘government had failed to check the abuse, though it had long been well known
that great portions of the country were held in alienation from the State as
Inam in an uuauthorized and frandulent manner.

19. So much then, for unauthorized grants by incompetent grantors but,
‘ not ouly would such improper grants be not held in respect by the Peishwa but

he ‘would even respect his own grants only so long as was expedient. There
lsabundant evitlence of this in the old records in the

_PQO_na Duftur,* which prove that if the Peishwa did not
~ always resort to the extreme act of entire resumption when :
his treasure was low, he put on taxes or partial assessment at will. The
g?ants held in greatht esteem among the people are of course these which -

» See para. 76 et seq.

1ssued from the head of the government, as the ancient raja of Satara, his alfer

ego the Pl‘ltlm(nll, and the Peishwa. High local functionaries as sur subedars
used to be’ specially vested with this imperial power, and any local officer might
in like manner be entrusted with it, by permission, to use what was called the
mootah/m sikka, or scal of the deputy. Thus Purusham Punt Bhow, Putwurdhun,

of some of whose grants I have spoken as unauthorized, was ‘at a later
peuod empower ed by the Peishwa to use the mootalikee seal w1thm a. certain
range, of territory. For so long as that pawer was not revoked he was at liberty

to make new grants and to supply the defects of his originally mvahd ones as

Letter to the Hon'ble Mountatuart
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surinjamdar, prov1ded that he did not step beyond his Jnnsdlctmn The Gaekwar,
during the period he held in farm certain of thesPeishwa’s distriots in

"Guzerat, apparently had similar powers given to him as sur subedar. Scindia

and Holkur and their officers holding their mootalikee seals, also the nuwabs
of Surat and Broach were each held to be authorities competent to alienate im
perpetuity the pubhc revenues within the limits of their respective possessmns
in the Deccan and Guzerat. But, so far from even these hlgh officials using
the very important authority reposed in them with honesty and goed faith, they - |
on the contrary grossly abused the trust and in the Southern Mahratta country,
says Sir Thomas Munro, openly sold their favors. ¢ Many Inams will be found
‘ on examination tfo have been given clandestinely by\ revenue .
¢ officers without authority. Every one from the curnum of the
¢ village to the sur subedar of the Carnatic grants both lands and -
¢ pensions. The sur subedar, or his deputy, when he is about to

Kiphinstone dated 28th August 1818, © quit his office fabricates a number of Inam sunnuds; he gives

¢ away some and sells the rest. The new sur subedar resumes
¢ some but continues a part of them, ~When such Inams have
‘not by long possession become in some degree the fair
¢ property of the possessors, they ought to be resumed.’
And he had previously written on the subject of charitable and religious grants
in these districts that, ¢ a large portion of them will be found to have arisen from
¢ unauthorized grants and other frauds. The whole should be
¢ carefully investigated after peace is restored and the country

Letter to the Hon'ble Mountstuart ¢ gettled, and such part of the expenditure as is of modern date

Llphinstone dated 8th March 1818.

c

_¢and not duly authorized should be stopped. / This course is-
¢ followed by the native governments at every new sucoession

“and frequently more than -once in _the same reign.’
In Guzerat it was chiefly the minor officials, as patels, or “heads of villages,

~ who did what both high and low officials did in the south. ' The patels-arrogated

to themselves the power of disposing of fhe public lands by sale and mortgage.

At has been said that they were forced to do this in some parts as_the only way"
of meeting the exorbitant demands for revenue which an exacting government
Tequired from them. They, at any rate, exercised this power of . dlsposmg oi ‘
what was not their own very freely, and of taking it back and making new -
arrangements when it suited their purpose; and so general was the practice
that the people naturally supposed that it was done W1th the full consent of the
riling power. But what has been the consequende } Patels’ grants of land in
forms of sale and mortgage have come to be treated as ¢ fenures recognized by
the custom of the country'—a phrase to be presently explained under the
denominations of vechinia and yorania lands. Of course, if the patels gold the

‘land it would be a gratmtons piece of kindness to glve it gratis, or in Inam a.nd

the public interests must have’ suﬁ‘ered accordmgly
!

~20. Buch fraudulent acts of the govemment oﬁicmls and the frequont'
revolutions and changes of magters in the dountry, must have left thejr mark on
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the word Inem, and made the- tenure of an Insm to be one thmg in na‘me Whilst -
it was another in practice. K. may. be ag well in this place to cite the endenoe. '
 ofTrdian statesmen: who lived some-50 or 60 years ago, saw the representatives”
 of the former ‘state.of -things, conversed with them and formed their opinions. :

~ I'will présnise by stating that what they Wrote has, as regards this . Presidency,
' _haenprOVed by umerring evidence.of written and authentic ‘manuscripts of the
Paishwa’s , government to be literally ~true, and the researches madein the

- Poona Duftur may also be cited in verification. In his revenue minute of.
" ‘the 2lst September 1815 Lord Moira (the Marquis of Hastings) Governor

ngeral:of India wrote on the subject of rent. 4 ﬁ:ee lands. . ‘ Indeed, the scruples
¢ which have seved the whole of these lands ‘from. mdxscnmlnate

. ¢ reswnption have givén ., cause to admire 25 much-the slmphclty :

.. “agthe extreme good faith of all our actions and . proceedings.

e

Sil C&mles ’Metealfe said in' his minufe of the . 13th November 1828 that it

- might. be: truly affirmed of all holders of hereditary alienations, that they
3 wawe ¢ dmnes swho do no good in the public hive, ¢ I do not profess,” e writes,

. ¢ that I would have recommended resumption in every case; but
.- .“we had a clear right to resume all alienations of revenue.’
-"“.'Mmmentmg onja. proposition made by Sir John Malcolm only six months

Lot Tt

~ after Mr. Elphinstone left the shores of Bombay, that nuzzerana, or a tax,
‘shonld be levied . on every succession to an heredltary rent free estate, he
!ﬁm&ked—c‘ Sir John Malcolm, indeed, is of opinion, that the imposition
} . “Mvould be +repeived - as .a . benefit and confer confidence
6 and: seamﬁy 1 Byen thaty. X pemw,m,\zs possible ; for, the

".:'- < very gratmtous mdulgenee which we' have conferred on the

¢ holders of her editary assignments of public revenue, so different
¢ from what they were before aceustomed to, may not unnaturally

 - ¢ Bave excited an .alarm. that such a boon. cannot be lasting, which
‘ the imposition of nuzzerana on hereditary contmuance wight tend
¢ to allay, as indicating the intention of taking some recompense

+¢ for. the - ‘boon, mstead of ultlmately resummg it .altogether.”
Hﬁ eonﬁdently, then, did these, English. gentlemen, ~Lord Moira,
Cir, JM>»wm1m, and Sir. Charles Metcalfe (I shall quote Mr. Elphinstone
1 presentdy) s-all, . kﬁen&y alive  -to...the.. sanctxty of private property 'at

_refer -to. the: j.exempt -tenure.. ..of India. The latter two wouldl '

W)[ had ne hesatab:gn to" put taxes: on..r meeessmn, whmh is equwa.lent to
P ,_,’_}.,mum:ptwn* ~while. the ﬁrst named, ww(m kmge RO

-mipded Mﬂnrgg expr cautious.of trawpling 00 Jhe rights.

- %y;’dmduals, fu:m.p;; details of w\mat he felt t0 be the true. qhmactar of exempt L
texmxes ‘under nauve mle :m the Carnatlc, Southern Mahxatta conntry, and the

Decoan I have -alrea y. quoted some .of his words. I w111 ‘now go to.his
minnte. of. thg 15th - Mereh, 3893 in which, he states, | tbat ¢ the- terms in- suahvr

~ dpcumentsq(gub nuds).for. euer, fromgmemtwn 1o ganeraion; of, in

1 Q% the grants: sv,mmamly apd entu'ely. Then . ® b mpro: Binennt, a5 already stated,
again, #:howgsmuch stranger language does, the. -generous not MWJ"MP"'“"‘” but Laying om aussaiment.
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‘ Hindu grasts, wlula the sun - anid moon endure, are mere
“Yorms of expresslon and were never saﬁposed either by the
¢ donor  or- recelver to. convey the du:ablhty which . they' _
‘1mp’ly, ’er‘v any beyond the will ¥ of | the sovereign.)
Tn- hi§ “minite of the I16th Jantary 1823 hé “wrote stﬂl ‘more fully :—.
“In this country, under the native governments, all grants'ﬁ
¢ whatever are resumable at pleasure Official grants are pe;manent ‘
¢ Whllefhe ‘office continues bt not always in thesame famlly, grants-i. |
Sy rehgxoﬁs and Bharitable pui'poses to mdlwduals, or bodies of:
¢ men, though often granted for ever, or, 'whzle tlze sun and m«m;
¢ endure, were frequently resumed at short mtervals i grants of ..
¢ jaghgers, or Inam lands, from favor or aﬂ'ectmn or as rewa.rtfs e
¢ for servxces, were scarcely ever perpetuaI It Was rare that any o
¢ term was specified ‘and never one or more lives; ; “but it made‘f
e usually 1itile difference whether t’he grant was For 1 10 parﬁcuiar'*
¢ period or perpetual The altumgha or perpetual grant was 48 -

LY AN

¢ liable to - resumptlon ds any ‘domton grant cbxi’ca%mn{g ‘no.

o

‘»rh:\ v ’

specxﬁcatlon of tnne ; it Was res’umed becaﬁse it'was too arge, -
¢ or beczuse the reigning soverelgn dlshked the adherents of hls; -
- “Préedevessors and wished to reward his own at thelr e;gengef*‘ ﬂ
¢ and for varlous. other cLuses." . There was no rule for- the".
¢ continuatice bf grants but his pleasure : they mlg'ﬁt be resumed-
¢ in two or three years, or they might be contmuefi duung two or
¢ thres or more lives; but, when they escaped 80 long it Wes .
.. “mnever without a revision and renewal. I believe that the terxh
T of‘the‘lr lives is a longer ‘period than gi'ants for setvwés were’ '
‘ generally permitted by the mnative primées ~to run.
He proceeded :—* It appears from these facts that, in the Carnatlc, altumyhal P
¢ grants (the hlgheat sort “of royal grants 80 fpr from bemt; B
e lrresumable, have  Hiot been' ‘g0 Huney res'i)é&ea as many: ﬂl&‘-_‘: :
¢ ordinaty jaghieers.” ‘The Commissmner of Poona, in BWer"to,z ;
¢ a reference made to hitn oh tﬁe subjeo]t has p‘;‘féa that he Bk
ot heen ‘able to firid & single altumyka’ o Ge° Deécan and ’ha
E transmltted a ‘list'of 590 Jagheers resume(i by the Pel'ﬂi ;
e ¢ gbvern meht ‘within the ldst~ 59+ 'yeats In ‘the' ,
* ¢ dominions,’ t00, the resumpnou of the Jagheers a pears,”

4

And added --—‘ There are ﬁo personsto w'hom Jﬁghéert W been oéntm',, 2
L ' ‘thhout some bhalrge or modiﬁeatlon le;d&n easﬂy bQ""‘ ] ;\' " L

¢ thiat when tﬁe’y wete di'spgﬁ"eﬁ ‘fe teﬁfnhe, the aeto2'se Um !

¢ ever wis of could be ﬁyev:‘nt"eﬂ‘ ‘UWinay, be siid WY ¢l 16y, We i
‘&éaﬁqts and Hoted” anfést _v.-f’ﬂ'”a& ‘*tﬁey s,‘_‘ a PVath plopiiele
fmey wbﬁt&“ﬁava“’beeﬁr% B ihs oo
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¢ no injustice was attached to the seizure of an altumgha, as the
¢ people knew that it was a grant of publio revenue. The princes
¢ were, it is true, despotic, but they Were liberal and evén
¢ profuse in their grants, and the grants themselves grew out of
¢ their . very  despotism; for, it was because they found no
¢ difficulty in resuming that they made none in granting.
And in hig first quoted minute he brought in a letter from Walajah, the nuwab
of the Carnatic, to the Government.of Madras, dated 18th October 1790,
on the subject of jagheer grants:—‘I am prince of the Carnatic and
' - ¢for these 40 years I have granted resumed and altered
‘ jagheers in such maunner as’ I have, thought proper.’
8ir Thomas Munro clearly and pomtedly infers that grants of the public revenue
were not regarded by the people in the light of private property. Property,
under whatever name, under native rule, was a very volatile blessing. When
the owner could not bury or otherwise put it out of sight, it was either destroyed
by ruthless invaders, or the sheep or oxen were carried off in cattle-lifting raids.

Every thing passed away but the earth could not pass away, and to it almoat

entirely the rulers had to look for the means of government. If this fact is
constantly kept in mind, that, besides the land revenue, there was scarcely any
other which contributed to the resources of. the State, there being little or no
excise or customs as in England, the difference between the English and native

‘Indian rent free tenures will be better understood, and the ‘wisdom of the
aforesaid statesmen appreciated

91, Enough has ow been said on the subject of the word Inam, I will
next proceed to show how Mr. Elphinstone dealt with the exempt tenure in
giving the effect of law to the rules and regulations of the Presidency in the
code of 1827 when he was Governor. It was the Hon'ble Mr. Elphinstone under
whose auspices the regulatlon bearing upon the subject of rent free tenures was
considered, matured, and at last passed into law. It is numbered XVII of 1827.
In the second section of that regulation the fundamental law of the land revenue
',oflth'e ‘Presidency is declared. - It says, that.a// land is liable to pay assessment
-gooording to its kind ; but that, if a title to exemption from that payment can

be' set up, under certain rules, it ghall be respected ; provided that, such title to .

exemption shall under no circumstances bar the inherent right of Government
4o assess even the exempt lands in times of exlgency, and for so long as may be
teqmred ‘The Tnam tenure, as such, is nowhere defined, nor even mentioned,
notmthstandmg that a list of the. tenures which wére to- be condidered exempt,
as Wg %o recognized by the ctistom of the conntry, \1s given ; ‘but it is clear,
that, from whatever cause, intentional or otherwise, the Omuelon occurred, Inam
-land was not pnmte property in any such absolute sense as to exclude it from
the general scope of the regulation. It might be that. opunons on the subject of
this tenure were: somnﬂ;ctmg, its privileges and limits so indistinctly marked,
that it was considered safer 4t that time not authoritatively to pronounce upon
it, but rather leave it to: Couectors and Judges to deal. with accordmg to local
acceptatxon ag cages, arose. The words of the gection are :

° s
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First, All land, whether applied to agricultural or other purposes, shall
be liable to the payment of land revenue to Government,
according to the established principles which govern the

. assessment of that description of land to which it belongs, except
such as may be proved to be either wholly or partially exempt

from the payment of land revenue, under any of the provisions
contained in chapters IX and X of thiy regulation.

Second. Provided, however, that nothing contained in the preceding
clause, or in the enactments therein cited, shall be understood
to aﬁ'ect the right of Government to assess to the public
revenue all lands, under whatever title they may be held,
whenever and so long as the exxgencles of the State may
render such assessment necessary.

- Here is authority, then, for the partial assessment of even exempt holdings,

ignoring all title deeds, or title by prescription, and requiring in times of
public need the rent free holder to bear his'share of the public burden. Such
property, howeyer justly in instances of unconditional grant it might be
regarded as private property, could, under this provision, never get rid of the
pubhc stake in it, and if the public could ever in this way interfere with it

during the lifetime of the holders, a fortiori they possessed

* By the word /older is meant a descendant gf the  the right of escheat when no more holders* were entitled
grnntee of the public grant, not a creditor or other : i

assignee of the Inamdar merely, to succeed. Before Mr. Elphinstone could- have enacted

such a law he must have satisfied himself that, however
vorrectly in some instances an exempt tenure might be regarded as. of the
nature of private property, in no instance could it be considered as absolutely
free from its duties to the State. And here it may be observed that
Mr. 'Elphinstone’s law of 1827 is in perfect accordance with the records of the
Peishwa’s duftur.

b 3

92. Sir John Malcolm, the next Governor, not a year after Mr. Elphin-
stonc’s departure, did an act which, so far from shewing any intention to forego
the right of partial assessment when necessary, was tantamount to a proposal to
enforce it by the levy of a muzzerana, ‘or relief on successions, as considered,
perbaps, the easiest mode to the parties concerned of putting on the assessment,
I have alluded to the support it met with at Lord Metcalfe’s hands, and I will
now quote a few words from Sir John Malcolm’s minute of the 30th
November 1830 :—¢1 have asserted that this tax might be greatly extended

“and thatit would be most productive and not unpopular.
‘ The reasons for these opinions are fully given . in- my
‘minute. The payment of nuzzerana is in conformity
“ with ancient. and established usage. It is associated with
‘the confirmation of hereditary claims and, as a tax, 1is
¢ peculiarly appropriate to the actual condition and feelxngs of
‘a number of the inhdbitants of the provinces which  have

" “recently become subject to British rule in thig quarter of India.’
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The scheme, however, did not meet with the approval of the Honorable Court
. of Directors who, in 1832, regarded it as though it were burdenmg a partioular
class of subjects with an exceptronal tax, quite-forgetful; apparently, that the
laW never intended that class to be for ever exempt from taxation should the
emgenclee of the State require their contributions. Here is what the Marquis

: of Hastmgs said go far back as 1815, -¢ Of all subjects of taxation, 1 should -

¢ conceive the profits of the rent free lands the. most legitimate.
¢ The holders of land of this desonptmn aré at present exempted
‘from all contributions, whether to_the local police or
¢ Government by which they are protected, or to the public works

¢ from which their estates derive -equal befiefit with the rest of

s the commumty They are indebted for the exemption, either

A

¢ to- the superstition, tothe false charity, or the ill-directed favors

¢ of the heads of former governments and other men in ‘power,

‘and havye little personal claim upon ourselves for a perpetual

exemptmn, from -the obligation they owe as’ subJects
And Sir Thomas Munro, in hls minute of the 31st August' 1820, proposed
pumng a tax of from one- tenth to one-fifth of thé standard assessment on lnam
land He gaid, ¢l can have no doubt of the right of the State to resort to
" ¢such a measure whénever it iay become necessary. It was

‘never intended by the native prince who granted the Inam, it

¢ was never supposed by the owners themselves that their lands

‘were not to aid, in some degree, the pdblic ~resources.”

Mr Elpﬂlnstono gvu'lenﬁy Bﬂf& tbe pa.lgro v1eiws as Sir 'lhomas Munro.

_' 23 1t may be as well here br1eﬂy to mentlon that the advantages of a
- Fdenurg recogrized by the custom of ﬂze country’ over an ordinarily ¢ exemp? tenure],
more appa.rently, ‘that if in the ease of the latter tenure six years’
assessment by Government Jcould be proved, it destroyed the clalmant’s title
(m cases based, of course, on prescriptive enjoyment and not on valid deeds
" of, graut); whereas, in-'the tenure recowmzed by the custom of the country
P&Wf of asseﬂsme,nt for double that period, or twelve years, had to be deduced

- by “the. goxemme,nt officer before he could- assert the - government rlght to

. agmess. But. in 1831 a suppleu;ent came out to

mulatxon Xvi1 of 11827, " the vaernment havmg Regulatlon X of 1§31,

Q&@Gteﬂ. suﬁclently mstworthj information to. guable them ,

- to. &edqre that the two tepnres, which 1 have xofepred to, premqusly, oal],ed the .

vm gnd gerania, $enuxes’ of gu;erat (originating in.  invalid grants

by PBWB) .ngg now - to. be ranked _gmong 'the tenures recogmzed as

 gmempt by:the - engjom of the conntry. Itis a remarkable fact that “in the

re@.deuons of: 1823 end 1827 it was ordered $hat these twe tenures ‘Wwere ‘inmo
Loeo toase, o far as the rlghtq of Govomment are concerned, to be
RO ‘Gon31deml _as tenures recognized, by the custom of the country.’

1 allude ta this as exemplifgi

lifging the fact that the mformatlon collected on the -
conquest of a- eount.gy oangqt be always rehed on. . ln 1833~ another |

\
\
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supplement to regulation XVIL of 1827 was promulgated

Regulation VI of 1833,
o but neither in that does the word Inam appear.

24. In this way the Collectors and Judges had been left ‘as we have seen,
between 1818 to 1833, to set the1r own 1nte1p1etat1on on 'the word and |
necessanly ‘their dec1s1ons were ' very cbnﬂmtmg, even in the same courts. o
Some regarded Inam property as private freehold, which could be used in.
whatever manner the Inamdar chose, and recognized even his right to devise it -
at pleasure (which was to ignore the reversiohary right of the public) on failure
of descendants of the *body of the original grantee This was mterpretmg -
Inam in the sense of absolute gift, but had Government intendéd to part for ever

‘with its inherent rights over this as over all property held under its

protection it would not have enacted the provision
Clause 2nd sect, 2 q
regulation XVII of 1827.  aforesaid  qualifying - the exempt tenures, and
' , ensuring - a prospective "interest in them _for the
benefit of the public. This provision at ~ence dispels the notiom
that an exempt ténure is under all circumstances absolutely free from duty to “ ~
the State. Others again would think differently,' and not rest satisfied, in the ‘
absence of dceds, that an lnam tenure necessatily meant even an hered1tary one ‘
still less a permanently exempt tenure. Decisions resting on this view Would
afﬁl‘m,that so long as the law gave to the Government the nght to assess in
times of exigency, transfers by sale or gift .of Inam lands could only be nsk
transfers; and they would further declare, perhaps, that to transfer without the
sanction of Government would ficutralize the right of Government to ola1m the .
reversion of the holding if the family of the Inamdar became extmot No
doubt the pubhc interests suffered by such conflicting opinions, On ﬂlO
1 subject of transfers the Hon’ble- J. B.: lelmghby, E

Aftcrwaﬂs Sir-J. P. Willoughb; .
. ot tho Logpy & Willoug] y member of council, Bombay,* wrote thus in his minute :

onthe ¢ora giraslevy of Guzerat. ‘The present case
‘also illustrates the necessrty of attending rigidly to, the earhest
¢ symptoms of mnovatmn upon old tenures and custpm. We. Bee
¢ that .instances ‘where the  officers of Government may ave
¢ sanctioned, or not protested against, the aliengtion of nghts are .
“ adduced as ewdénoe to prove the ahenable natare of gueh
“rights; apd T believe, by degrees, Wuttuns, and .ngbfs
K connected with" oﬁices, .and “creatéd and sanotlone by
¢ Government for purposes of police and " policy, and over Whith .
‘it is desirable that- Govemmeut should contiine to exercise I
2 con-trol in orddr to eaforce the petformahos - of ‘the dutmi
¢ attaohmg to such offices,  have beeome shighable to & l”__
¢ extent ‘than the law; properly, aduminisbdnk - will justify.-, Hhire
¢ are many. payments and allowamess Wiﬁéh Governmeww be
¢ bound morally to: mak'e, but whfch ought not and” dmuot bo
'c properly enforeed by'u court:"of Tavw agamst the G‘Wernm&t ) i :
. «Of . this mtnre E ctmuder tHe tora* W pﬁymenb ‘M

& @“ement raash retin tHe ngbt of- dmmhﬂnmg or tetirpeiily - ~'
‘ wrthholdmg mtlxout challenge by a cou.rt of law. These ate
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« imperfect rights and no attempt made to alter their character
¢ ghould ever be allowed without the matter being brought to the
¢ special notice of Government; and I think it will be well to
¢ issue general ‘instructions to the Collectors in no case to allow
¢ of transfers of rights, which partake of this character, without a
¢ special reference to Government,

25, Thus, then, all things pointed towards the necessity for constituting
a special {ribunal for regular enquiry into the vast amount of alienations with
which the Bombay Pres1dency was burdened, with a view both to confirm Just
titles at their worth and to recover the ‘wrongfully withheld revenues; for, in
the Concan and Guzerat, as shewn, the Collectors and Judges had done very
much as they liked, both before and aftexj 1827, under the rules and regulations
which in that year became law, with no consistency whatever; and in the other
districts of the Presidency, not subject to that law, a few rules by
- Mr. Elphinstone issued in 1819, from time to time amended and enlarged, had
sufficed as guide. But that Mr. Elphinstone meditated an extended scrutiny
and - well knew its necessity is evident from the following paragraph
of the letter 'with which those rules were ¢irculated. He says,
“when our system. is more matured, perhaps a year hence, it

“will be expedient to add, as a further reward to officers

¢ discovering recent fraudulent alienations, a grant of the

, ‘revenue of the year in which the resumption takes place.’

But, as in the older provinces so in the new no general plan of operations had
been devised—all proceedings were desultory and isolated, and so it happened,
that, although every revenue officer had assented to the necessity of a thorough

investigation, in no single locality throughout the Presidency was any thing
. approaching to a settlement effected.

26. This was, perhaps, mainly to be attributed to the one fatal deficiency,
if not its natural consequence, that of want of evidence. It became necessary
‘wholly to trust to the assertions of interested persons, either unsupported or

supported only by accounts lately given in by them or lately obtained in the

districts, for the genuineness of which there could, of course, be no ‘guarantees .

The Peishwa’s duftur at Peona was then virtually inaccessible and almost
unknown, ' B

217, From what has been said above it will be understood that little had
been done in the disposal of land alienations either in the old provincés which
were under the direct control of Government, or in the new eriginally
administered by Mr. Elphinstone. The same may be said in respect to the cash
alienations. These payments from the public freasury, especially in Guzerat,
amounted to enormous sums. Their eontrol in the old provinces was originally

vested in the Government, but afterwards they were made cognizable by' the -

ordinary oivil courts, tribunals, it may be remarked, quite unfit for. their
adjudication, In the new provinces the control remajned with Government.

. mahal is a small district comprising from 12 to  pahale® held on a sort of feudal tenure, he found about
23 villages usually, though sometimes more. ] '

T Moro Punt was specmlly selected by Mr. Goldsmid

s being a well trained ‘and capable judicial officer. It Suddur ameen, for the purpose of investigating the titles
+was thought advisable to associate a Jurlwml native officer

with the Committee about to be formed. (Mr. Goldsmid’s of persons holdmg Vlllages and lands as Inam in tWO of
letter to Government No. 178 dated 4th May 1843.)
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28. And thus matters stood till the year 1841 when the alienation
question once more came prominently forward through the energy of

Mr. Goldsmid and received an smpefus which eventually led to final settlement.

29. That gentleman had been appointed Superintendent of tbe revised
revenue survey and assessment in the Southern Mahratta country, and in course
of his operations naturally became startled at the enormous proportion of land
held in aliedation from the State in the two collectorates of Dharwar
and Belgaum which he found to exist. Besides whole

700 entire villages claimed out of the government portion
of both collectorates, and in the balance of 2452 villages loft to the State and
government by denomination, he estimated the number of minor alienations at
about 60,000 estates, the share left for Government, even in these ifs own
villages, not averaging one half thereof.

30. Mr. Goldsmid at once set himself the = task of mveshgatmg the
origin of this extraordmary and almost incredible state of things. 1t was not
long before he was able to collect information and aceounts from different
quarters which shewed, as he suspected, that many of the alleged Inams in that
province were surreptitious holdings, &nd being aware of the immense
importancé of the Poona duftur as evidemce on this subject, he on the
25th September 1841 suggested to Goternment the expediency of taking
additional measures of precaution lest the Poona records should fall into the
hands of the local revenue officers before being carefully examined.

81. Government on the 7th October 1841 assented to Mr. Goldsmxd’
suggestions, and he was subsequently deputed to Poona to collect and make
arrangements for the safe custody of the records relating to the Southern

Mahratta country, a duty which he had completed, as far as it was then possible, .
by the end of 1842. ‘

32. Beingin possession of these important records, and so far prepared to
investigate, under more favourable circumstances than had fallen to the lot ‘of
any other officer, the numerous claims for lnams in this province, the
Superintendent addressed the Revenue Commissioner on the 9th February 1843
and Government on the 4th May following to this effect, and the result
was the appointment on the 16th June 1843 of a Com:mttee, composed -

of himself (Mr. Goldsmid) and Moro Punt{ principal

the districts of this provmce

33. On the 1Tth January 1844 Mr Hart was added to the above
: Committee, and subsequently owing to the successive

% A tried and efficient political officer removal of his colleagues Captain Gordon} was appomted
 of considerable standing.

to assist him in August 1847.
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84. Such, then, is a brief gketch of the circumstances which resulted from

Mr. Goldmid’s proceedings and led to the formation of the first Committee for

the purpose of investigating the t1tles of persons holdmg lands as Inam.

35. -As already remarked the enquu'y was at first authorized as a
" tentatlve measure in the talookas of Hooblee and

- Dlstncts comprising 266 and 86 villages
Nuwulgoond.* . It was, however, soon extended so as to o D ooy Villag

~ embrace titles to Inams consisting of whole villages in .
~ _the other talookas of the Southein Mahratta country, and on 17th January 1844
to all Inams in that province, to which was added the duty of reportmv on the
émoluments &c., of vﬂlages and district hereditary officers.

Finally, under ordets from the Hon'ble Court,t the t Paras. 14 to 18 of Despatch No. 25
B
extension was confirmed throughout the "whole of the =

Southern Mahratta country, and the Hon’ble Court took this opportunity of

" observing that the decisions of Government on the Committee’s reports already

submitted to -them were ‘’ased on jusi and Uberal principles’ and they

repaate& their ¢ approbation of the spirit in which the Committce had commenced.

¢ thesr enquiries’ and hoped that the further mVestlgatxons of the
- Committee, and the decisions passed thereon, might be ¢ characterized by the
o ¢ same spirit of “liberal consideration towards the occupants as
¢ marked ﬂcoae which had been reported’ &c.

Pt
o

& 36.. And thus the enqmry progressed—always in' the face of serious
diffioulties but with such tact, ability, and success on the part of Mr. Hart that

- the’ Government of Sir George Clerk determined to take a decided step in this
direction. It was hot; however, titl the' B‘%ﬁea‘dihg telgh’ of - Lord Falkland that
~ the followmg Act passed into law. -

- AcT No XT o 1852.. _

PASSED BY 'nm Govmnon GENERAL OF Inma IN Cotmcu. |
_oN THE 13rm FEBRUARY 1852,

' An Act far the aa{;udzcatzon of titles to certain estates claimed to

"be wholly or partially rent free in the Pre.?zdency of Bombay. -

“ . 'Whereas, in the territories of the Deccan, Khandeéh, and
Southern Mahratta eountry, and in other distriots more recently
annexed to the Bombay Presideney, . claims against (Government
O acoount ¢f Inams and other estateswholly or partially exempt
from paymernt of Tand ‘revenue are -excepted from the cognizance’
'-»of the ordmary civil courts and incapable of being Justly dispased
v Aof under the rules for the determmatlon of tltles, and the rules
of procedure contained in chapters IX and X'of regulation
‘ XVII of 1827 ofthe Bombay Code and ’thexr supplements ; and

whereas ’i%u deslrable that the sald claims should be tried and .

determined'; “hout farther delay ; Ifr is. declared and enacted as
follows :— -
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I. The rules in chapters IX and X of regulatlon XVII of
1827, and in clause I of regulatmn V1of 1838 of the Bombay

Code, do not apply to any of the districts of the Bombay

- Presidency which were not brought under the general regulations -
-of Government by regulation XXVIII of 1827 of the Bombay

Code ; and no order hitherto passed regarding the continuance or
resumption. of lands in any of the said - districts held or claimed
from Government as wholly or partially free of agsessment shall
be liable to be questioned in any court of law, on the grounds of

" any interpretation or construction of the law ‘which may ‘be

inconsistent with the declaration made and the- rule.u presc:gibéq |
by this enactment.

II. The Governor of Bombay in’ Council may appomt in
any gilla or other division of the territories sub]ect to « the
Presldency of Bombay, which were not hrought under the
general regulations of Government by the said regulation XXVIIL
of 1827, en Inam Commissioner with s9 many assistants, -and
such subordinate establishment, as msy be neceSSary for ‘the
purposes heremafter mentmned

TI1. The duties of each Inam Commxssmnerland his assistants "

shall be discharged aceordmg to the rules’in Schedule A,
annexed to this Act.

IV. Inthe ad]udlca’uon of claims to exempt lands or mterests
therein, the titles of claimants shall be determined by the ruleS'
m Schedule B annexed to this Act.

V. Each Inam Commissioner and his assistants shall have
the‘same authority to procure the attendance of witnesses, and to
‘take evideuce, as now is, of from time' to tife~may be, by law
vested in the ordmary civil coutts; aﬁd .80 far as concerns the
\penaltles for ot giwing evidence, for false. ‘testimony, for ,
‘registance of process, contempts and other like mutters connected.

_with cases under cognizance by any’one of the said officers, his =
) om ehall be held to be he a comrt of civil Junsdlctlon of the

FAmR authonty as the superior civil gourt of the plla or, district -
in which his office. from time to time ghall ; be established. :
Proyided that, all complalms aga1n§t, 9; 9pgeals from, the
proceedings of the Inam Commgsmoner or ailg of his’ assistants,

~in exercise of the au?honty confel;red on em respectively. by

this section, shall be made under the second rule of Schedule A
annexed to' this Act, and shall not: be cogmzable by any other
authority, or in any other manner than as therem specified.

VI Bnbery, extortmn, and generally all pcts of abuse, or |
‘nisapplication of authority, or other mlsconduct, commxtte& by
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any officer belonging to the establishment of the Inam
Commission; or temporarily employed therein under the provisions
of this enactment, shall be punishable as criminal offences, with
fine and ordinary imprisonment without labour for a period not
exceeding five years ; and the receipt of a present directly or
indirectly, by any such officer, from any person against whom or
in whose behalf he may be officially employed, shall be considered
extortion. And no penalty or punishment @djudicated under this
clause shall preclude any other civil -prosecution to which the
offender may be liable.

V1I. No decision or order of the Inam Commissioner, or of
any of his assistants, or of the Governor in Council, under the
provisions of this enactment, so long as the same shall be in force
under such proVisions,. shall be questioned or avoided in any
court of law ; and no Commissioner, or Assistant Commissioner,

. or other person acting under the provisions of this act, shall be
liable to be sued in any civil court for any act bond fide done

or ordered to be dome by him in pursuance of the said
provisions,

SCHEDULE A.

Rules for defining the duties of each Inam Commissioner
and his assistants.

1. The duty of the Inam Commissioner and his
assistants shall be to investigate, in the manner prescribed
by this enactment, the titles of persons holding or claiming
against Government the -possession or enjoyment of Inams
or jagheers, or any interest therein, or claiming exemption
from the payment of land revenue, and generally to act according
to the instructions of Government in all matters not specifically
provided for in this enactmept,

2. All orders of the Assistant Commissioners shall be
. appealable to the Inam Commissioner, who shall also bave the
authority of revising and of modifying, reversing, or annulling, if
necessary, their orders and proceedings; and the orders and
proceedings of the Inam Commissioner shall be in like manner

appealable to, and subject to modification, reversal, or annulment, *

by the Governor of Bombay in Council, whose orders shall in
every case be final.

3. The Inam.Commissioner or his assistants shall receive
from the persons holding, or claiming to hold, lands or any
interest therein exempt from the payment. of revenue, statements
explaining the nature of the title by which the lands or interests
are 5o held, and shall take and record the evidence offered in
support of guch statements.
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4. These statements .may be receivod either directly by the -

 officers of the Inam Commission, or through the' medium of the

. revenue authority of the talooka ip which the land or interest so

held . or claimed as' exempt is situated, or in which the alleged
“proprietor resides, without any previous protédure, except a

. general invitation to such land helders of a district who shall ,

hold, or claim to hold, lands exempt as aforesaid, to state the

nature of thelt tltles

5. But’ when such genelal invitation is “not suﬂiclently
attended to, a notice may be issued to any party holding -or

_claiming to hold any lands, or any interest therein, wholly ox

partially exempt as aforesaid, requiring him personally, or by .
‘his agent, to show his ‘title. -The notice ‘issued in such cases -

shall state the nature of the investigation which is intended, and
shall call upon the alleged proprietor of the exempt lands or
interest held, or claimed to be held, exempt as aforesaid, to attend,
either personally or by an authorized agent, at a spec1ﬁed place,

and within a spemﬁed period (thh shall never be. less than
two months from the date of the notice being served) to explam '

the nature of his title to hold such lands or’ interest exempt as
aforesaid, and to produce- all the evidence forthcoming to prove it.
The notice ghall further explain that a failure to comply with 1ts

'terms will render theland or interest to Wthh it relates 11ab1e

to attachment.

6. The motice shall be served upon the party holdmg, or -

to ‘elaiming to hold, the land or interest exempt. as mforesald ory 1f

his' place of residence be not known, . upon the person -acting for -

- him, or in default of such upon the person in charge of the

‘land or 1nterest. S o g gk

7. If such persons oannot be fountI @ notwe shall “be posted

in tho office of tho nqtive zevenue officer of the distriet, and in ‘-.

. ,the chowree, or most public place of the village. ‘where the land. .

~ or inferest under inquiry is situated, calling on .any person who
- may. cIann as propriétor to appear, ‘either 'personally or. by his
h agent 1o prove his title within six months from' the dabe‘ of the i

__motice, under penalty of the attaohment of the landor' mterest,
and on failure of” the appearance of a claimant the land or

- mterest shall be llable to attachment Lol

\‘!~

8. The atfachment pronded for by mles 5 and 7 sha!f ber

enforced by the Collector or chief' ¥evenue authority ‘of the
‘district in whieh the land’to which it relates is situated, at the -
‘written requisition of the Inmn Commlssmnér or his ass1stan£,
- which shall be asufficient warrant to the, Collector for "the -

attachment of the lan¥, and for the ¢ollection of the rents acormng

~ * ‘therefrom - ox - aoeount of Government during its: attachment. -
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9. As soon as possible after the receipt of the statements in
each district, and of the evidence by which they are supported,
they shall be tested by the ‘entries in the government accounts

and State records, and by any other evidence procurable, whether
in favour of Government or of the claimants, and decisions shall

then be passed on them as to the continuance, resumption, or full

or partial assessment of the lands,

10. In cases where the notices provided for in rules 5 and 7
fail to procure the attendance of the persons to whom
they are addressed, and no claimant appears to prosecute
his claim, the Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner shall
proceed to ascertain the facts of the case from such evidence as
may be forthcoming or procurable, and shall pronounce such
decision thereupon as to him shall seem just regarding the lands
or interests to which the notices referred.

" 11. An attachment . enforced under rule 8 shall be removedv

by the Collector or chief revenue authority by whom it
* was made, on receipt of a communication from the Inam
Commissioner or his assistant eertifying that he considers the
attachment to be no longer necessary; but the rents collected
from the land during its attachment shall in no case be restored

to the alleged proprietor, except. under the general or special
) mstructlons of Government

12 Certified coples of decls1ons made according to the
provisions of rule 9 shall be delivered, as soon as possible after
each decision is passed, fo the persons on whose claims the
~ decision shall have been pronounced, or their agents; and copies
of all decisions made in the absence of any claimant according to
the provisions of rule 10 shall be sent to the mamlutdar, or other
revenue manager of the talooka in which the lands to which they
relate are situated, who shall deliver them to the parties affected

by them, should they be discoverable, or otherwise cause them
‘to be publicly posted in_ the v1llage to which the lands in

' questlon belong

13. ,Dec,xsmns affecting any lands, or any interests therein,
~ ‘passed under this'enactment shall be carried into execution by
the Collector or chief revenue authority of the district in which
* thie lands to which they relate are situated, at the requisition of
the Inam Commissioner or his assistant, in any manner which

may from time to time be prescnbed by the Governor of Bombay
in Couneil, ,, -

14 In all - ; cases whew a person may be desnrous of

appealmg agamlt any deczsmn of the Inam Gommmsmner

3 - ' "y
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or his assistant, he shall apply by a petition, addressed to the
authority by whom according to rule 2 his appeal is eogmzable,
which petition shall be presented to. such authority within one

hundred days from the date of the decree appealed against, a
copy of which must accompany the petition of appeal; and no

appeal which is not so made shall be admitted, without proof of
the existence of a just and necessary cause for its not having
been preferred in due time; and it is hereby provided that no

- deeree passed by the Inam Commissioner or any of his assistants

shall be liable to be set aside for want of form in the proceedings,
but only for matters affecting the justice of the decision.

R SCHEDULE B.

" Rules for the adjudzcatwn of titles to estates claimed _as Inam

or exempt from payment of land revenue. .

1. Al Iands held under a specific and absolute declaratlon by

the British Government, or any competent officer acting under
it, that they were to be’' continued

R ling Inams already declared permanent by competent xempt
mu/:zz(:;_; llegetkc introduction of the Pr esent Gover 7:1{19712 P4 heredltanly or in perpetulty exempt,

. wholly or partially,” from the payment
of revenue, are to be so continued according to the purport’
of such declaration. -

. , ]

Provision 18f.~If any question shall arise as to the competency of -
the officer to make or give such declaration as aforesaid, the Commissioner -
or Assistant Commissioner is to suspend his judgment, and report the
circumstances of the cass to the Governor of Bombay in - Council, to whom
a power is hereby reserved of determining finally whether auch officer was -
competent o make or 5ive such declaration, and the Commissioner or
Assistant Comxxussxoner, upon receiving the determination of the smd
Governor in Councxl shall decide accordingly.

i

2. Any land held under a sunnud decIaring it to be

Regording claims to personsd Inams nok yet aci;udwated . hefedltal‘y Shan be so continued accordm.g
. under the present Government.

to the terms of the sunnud.

Provision 1sf,—Provided that the grant was either ma.de; or

specifically recognized, by autliority ompetent to alienate government -
revente in perpefuity, the question of whith recognition and competency
is to be ‘rafetred to and determined by Gowmment in .the manmer :
predotibed by pravlsﬁm 18ty rule 1.

Provision Ind.—~And provxded that thero be nothmg in the

conditions of thd tentrs Which caxinot be observed without o breach of the
laws of thé land; or the rulds of public decency..

Provision 8rdi~=Azd 'prbvidé’d that the grant was not afterwards

revoked or disallowed, or ad alteration of 1ts:tenpa's ordered or x-ecognmd
by a competent authonty

3
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3. All lands uninterruptedly held as * wholly or partially

exempt from assessment for a period of sixty years before the .

introduction. of the " British Government, and then in .the
authorized possession-of a grandson in male descent, or male
heir of the body of such grandsoxi of the original grantee, shall
continue to be so held so long as there'shall be'in existence any
male heir of the body of the person who was inecumbent at the
introduction of the British Government, tracing his lineage from

such incumbent through male heirs only.

4. All lands uninterruptedly held as wholly or partially |

exempt from adsessment for a period of forty years before the
introduction .of the British Governtnent, and them in the

authorized possession of a son, or male heir of the body of a son

"'of the original grantee, are to be continued for one successwn,
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under the preceding rules, is to be resumed on the demise of the -

; 1ncumbent

Promszon 1st.—1In case the mcumbent at the time of the introduction
of the British Government may have died, the persaission to hold “for life
is to be extended to the person in whese name the land may be continued

when the investigation is commenced, if there he no. fraud apparent nor
other reason for withholding thls mdulgence

Provision 2nd,—When land is evidently held by fraud recently
committed (aswhen an Inam which was resumed nuder the late Gove\i'nment
,has been re-occupied under the present Government without authority, or
as when a pretended Tnam is found to have originated since the introduction,
of this Government with the connivance of district or village officers) it
shall be at once resumed, not being continuable under this or any ofthe
preceding rules, - . o . )

7. Alllands held for the support of mosques, temples, or

further than that of the peteon who was incumbent at the . Regtnding claims 0 Toams apparntly permanent similar institutions, of the permanent
3y the nature of the objects for which they character of which there can be no doubt;

are held, and not ly personal.

introduction of the British Gov ernment that is, until the death

of his Iast survwmg son.

Promswn 13t —The authonzed posgession contemplated by rules
3and4does notanvolve the neoemty of proving any specific authority

PR

from, or recognition by, the Government or Paramount Power. The mere

entry of the holding, as continued in the genuine accounts of the district
officers (even in those not audited and passed by the Government of the
time being) will be sufficient to bring it under the headsof *uninterrupted’

B duﬁldrize&, #0 far as.- Tegards the purposes of this rfle ; provided

i 'mly thed thiére- ‘8 noféititioa Sivihe: gavetmment acoounts which show that.

‘the holding of such lands  exempt as aforesaid must have been unauthonzed.
by the Government or Paramoun‘s Power..

" Provision" 2nd.—1f there be not evidenee forthcoming fo disprove a
elaimant’s assertion that his holding has been undisputediy enjoyed for the

pumber of years and descents requisite to fulfil the conditions of rules

3 and 4, respect;velyt hls preecnptlve right shall be admitted.. '

Promscon 3rd ~—The introduction of the British Govemment is to be
reckoned from the time the East India Compa.ny became the Government
ot Paramonnt Axthority over each district as regards its Inatis. In the
temtones ceded by or conquered from the Peishwa, . therefore, whether

“khalsat mahals or . surinjems- &o., held oxclusive of Inams &, the

htroduction of the-British Government will date from the close of that of .
' the Péishwa. ! But in theé-osss:of the lapse of an independent principality,

*oriefa jegheer more anuenﬂh&mﬂw Peishwa 8 Government and ovei' the
Inams:of which he did npt claun any authorxty, ¢he - mtro&uchon ‘of the

British Government ‘should b reckoned only from the dateat’ which ‘the -

" genoral management of the districts may have-come into the hands of the
Company ; and in.case any question shall ariseasto the preoue date when the

. Bast India Company becams the Govemment over -any " disttict, .or when -
* 4he generdl management of auy district caine into their hands, such

5‘{"(1uestxon shall be referred to - and determmad by @overnment m the
,ﬁnerprescnbedbyprmmnlat, mlel L CNIETIRTR _

6.0 Lam} held as wholly exempt frem payment of ;'evenue

- 6r on partisl Basessment, the possession of which s not éontinuable

Bwle Mmbmd & aﬂmm 7% Mm beon omck outmtlmt “ rembmm @‘the mmbm. o

‘ : e § DR " )
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. are to be continued permanently even
though their permanent continuance may not have been expressly
provided for when they were granted. '

Provisions 1st, 22d, and 3rd.—The same as a{e\ corresponding
provisions of rule 2 of this schedule in those cases in which title deeds,
or other repords proving the circumstances of the original grant, or its
specifio recognition by competent authority, are forthcoming.

Provision 4th.—~—When thero is no. proof forthcoming to show

whether or not an Inam coming under the provisions of this mf:]?vu.
granted, or even specifically recognized by a competent authority, s it

"it has been undisputedly enjoyed for a period of forty years before the

introduction of the present Government, it shall be permanently continued,
and enjoyment proved by the mere entry of the Inam, as continued in
genuine accounts of the district officers, (even in those mnot passed by the
_‘Government of the time being,) ‘i~ to be ' comsidered 'sufficiontly
¢ aninterrupted’ to give an Inam the benefit of this prevision, if there be no
_entries in the government accounts whleh show that . mast. Kive been
unauthonzed by them.

Provision 5th. g the ferthcoming records  do not gofu- enough
back -to test the existence of enjoyment of the duration coptemplated.in
Pprovision 4 as establishing full prescriptive title in such Inams, still, if so
- fr as they do go they are not opposed to the claimant’s assertion that
sufficient enjoyment has taken place, the prescriptive title of the Inam
shall be admitted according to his asgertiops, unless there be other
evidence forthoomng to disprove them, :

Provision 6th—Tho pooulisr advantegés of this rule shall mob .

apply to the holdings of individuals-in their own names for the -

performance of cersmonial worship, claims to which muht be decided- -

under the rules for pemonal elmms.

-

Prommon 7”5 ~—When claims of the denomiriation coming under.

this rule are found to be unsupported by proof 'of - original valid title, and
are proved void of sufficient prescnptwe gniqment they ate ta be
sd;umoated a.ceordmgto rule 6. -, : . N

i
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8. “All lands atthorizedly held by an -offictal: tenure, which
it id ewdent from local usage wids meant to-be hered1tary, and
hag been so considered heretofore, even thodgh there be o

sunnuds declaring it to be so: j—for instance, Inams which form
the authorized emoluments. of any hereditary office, as of cazees,

village joshees &c.,' and are not merely personal, are to be,
contmued permanently :

.Promswns lst 2nd and 3rd.—-The same as the corresponding
p'ro'uuwm of mle 2 of t]:us schedule, in those cases in which title deeds
or other recorde, provmg tbe mrcnmstenoee of the original grant, orits
epemﬁc reeogmtxon by com;:otent authouty, are forthcommg

Provédbn 4& —-When there is mo proof fortheommg to show
whethet or notan Inam, oomfng undet the provisions - of this rule, was
"granted, or'even spemﬁéally recognized by competent authority, st} if it
he been nndlsputedly en;oyed as an official and not merely personal
holdmg from the earliest period to which the forthoommg evidence doea
relate, it shall be conhnned permanently a8 official emolument, unless the
clmnant’s own stebement renders this course improper,

v

\

Promwn 5th.~—The provisions of this rule are not in any way to
apply to emoluments contmued for service' performed to the State, as the
oemoe\wuttnns of desaieee, surdenee-, nargowdas, desbpandeys, pate]a,
coolknrneea, tnhnu, tulwars, whose-claims are to be disposed of acoordmg

Yo the rules which are or iay ‘be- eetablxshed for the regulatlon of
biuch holdings,

.Promswn 65& —It is to be underatood that mere lensth of
of lend ay Inm by am oﬂoul person is not of :tself sufﬁolenbto

vr S N

.Promszon 7ﬂ¢ --If a holdmg, clalmed under” tlus rule, be !ound '
mcepable of permanent continuance under it, the claimant shall be

auowed the advantages of gny. of the precedmg rules of thxs schedule wlnoh
may’ 'be apphoable tohis oase. .

PR

‘9. On the resumption of any lands nuder the mles of this
whedule, a moiety or other portion may -
be ‘Gontitined  to the widows of the last
incumbents- dnnng their lives, in cases.
nf proved poverty and deshtntxon.

A

" Promswn ltt.—"ln the czse of a holding wlnoh is reeog'mzable as an

ardwy provision for the widows of
tln incumbents qf resumed holdings.

1

e ’.nmo,wu ,orothm@whvhomhu Inam will of neeapeity
by right bis s6le faif, and deiug her life the Inam, osnnot be
g laps [,\te Giovernment, 1t should, therefore. mmh.

';1,Ve, or other tenures-foi‘imcg‘ i |
e, o St ¥ gl yﬁez::*..,,,-f,.,,,wg,mm.. oo

~gaue txme for the adjudlcatlon of cash. and gram allowances 'teid'
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11. Any of these -rules may be reIaxed in, favour of
claimants under instructions from the Govérnor

mfjg;‘;i‘[;g; ";.;‘f}f""““‘”‘ and  of Bombay in Couneﬂ in whom shall also be

o vested the power of interpreting the prec1se -
meaning of any of the rules resPectmg which aqnestmn may anse.

- 87. Such, then, was Act XTI of 1852 for the adjudmatlon of ahenated lands -
'in the mew provinces. 'Meantime, in the old provinces of Guzerat and the
Concan whiclt were not subject to this law, but to regulation’ XVIT of 1827

“and ifs Supplement VI of 1833, things remained much as- before.*® Indeed, .
. these provinces may be said for the most part to have remained in sfafu quo for

the next eleven years, until the conversion of the Inam Commission into the
present alienation department by the second government of Sir George Clerk

and the promulgatlon of the Summary Settlement Acts in 1863, as follows :—

Act IIof1863 Jov- the districts subjoct to, Act X of 1852, ‘(
Act VII of 1883 for the districis not subject to Act XI Qf 1852.

38. But during thesé eleven years the Tnam Comnnssxon had been steadily
pursuing the even tenor of its way in Khandesh, the Deccan, and Southetn
Mahratta country, oonﬁrmmg good titles and imposing . prospectively at-the next
succession"the revised rates of ‘assessment, either - whelly or partxally, on those
lands the titles to which ptoved to bo'defective. - :

39 1t may be well here to mention that Act XI of 1852 ‘Was merely tﬁe
embodiment in judicial form of the rules, w1th extensions and 1mprovements,
‘which had gnided the Inam. Gomiittee . from the heglnnmg. , These: rules,
based in the first. instahod - upon -those issued by Mr. Elphinstone in' }819,
constituted the ¢ Inam Code of 1842 They “were approved by the Supreme‘
Government and the Court of Diredtors, .

" ,.'.‘,-\v .

40. Loneurren'tly mth tﬁ""” ités for Tan wéte thoeeuﬁ-arn g

- 453&4

‘1842) approved also by the Supreme Govemment and ‘the
These, after the promulgatlon ot‘ﬁet X1 of 1859, ord *hﬁi’gﬁdga and en b,
Febe.eto be made analogous thereto, ‘and lssued t’o éﬁp I"n a:m COm m kel

Yollowing Cireuler from Government.

oo

. . B ’
Od. ] t G‘ 3 BGPOﬁ'» h 4 be d
- io the two sv:nxtg’\hmgﬁyst f#kﬂ‘ﬁ vﬂ% W rﬁw @ ngerat Ehitfﬂvov‘z rthern), 2hme?lxi

< Kairs, to_gather m!ommou uhena sme Mﬁ!‘ tomeke Teady for
llsn:ltters alienstion, It was m bowever, ‘a héﬂmm attempt*to Lv ‘thie validity of ;ﬂm
_ Jnmy thoueande of xent tree or partially rent free holdiags mﬁm {acs of rupees, }

PRI

hrans.
L i | L S it ~
o Moreover, this law wu most ‘prejudicial to the the zf ju imately to. the
interésts of the publit, for an 'Th&tydd kad only to prove tf them, dekirable; -a8 A plan could be deviei

exemptlgln for 30 yeats a the tune o! enq‘niry t;o be ﬁee settlement by méané 6t which ho!den should be cam 8
“for the ture, =

2

-sbire 10 the expenses-ofithe ‘Shate in Teturn for: havipk.
them, morely: - en{ﬂoy the iﬁsﬂd 4n framing’ o

ier' exbeints, rebbils; ‘and. owhefs: ¥he o
hd"t m:nm towh;gh b XI. of 1863 edhi&&?underthe‘ Rpgiddanss. of
& °t “’ Wf' Mict. asalso Y ihe'i#
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the event of authorized and uminterrupted - enjoyment for 40 years under the
Peishwa, or shorter time if the records did not go back so far, being deducible,
to declare the holdmg a permanent one ; to lagt, that is, until a temple of Truth,
should be raised on the only right foundation, when the, people themselves would
natarally divert the revenues to its sapport. ’I.‘here is a marked difference in
tlus respecf between the law of 1852 for the,r new provmces and the law of 1827

for the old, .In the latter the Collector m;qht ;lnterfere and avenge the rights

of the vﬂlage goddess if the people complained tha.t the managers of the temple
Were misappropriating her revenues. That law went beyond mere toleratlon
and would justify active countenance and support if the ,

coqdmons of grant were not fulﬁlled ; ‘not that the Sect, XXXVIII clauses 2, 3, 4.
Collectors did actively interfere, but that. they would be |

_ ]ustlﬁed by law in 8o doing, if their aid were solicited by the people ( Indeed,
;d: was iny at the end of ‘1842 'that' the practxce was dlscontmued of the
Collectors certlfymg in their ahstracts to the Civil auditor, that the payment for
mds-abubek, J)yas poq;a, and such rehglous peremomes, was made to the proper
parties, aml tha.t during the per:,od charged in the abstracts thqse ceremonies had
been duly performed But by leavmg the rehgxons to themselyes, as the Aat
‘of 1852 requu'ed these false creeds ‘were hkely to 80.to decay, much qmcker
than 1f govel:nmqnt oﬂioers showed the slxghtest mter;ést for the preservation of
’then' WOl‘Shlp ' : .

4 A third class of holdmgs consits of Inams granted” for
the petfonﬁance of service to the village, as  contra-distinguished
féom servide fo'the State) ' These- ate offi¢lal tenures and by local usage are
'heredﬂ:al‘y (tule 8 Schedule f) for they ‘forman - ititegral' élement of the v1llage
constitution®* Whether of not'a grant had words introduced into it of
heréditary import, - the holdings would, nevertheléss, (be so treated, There are
a great many petty village offices, but all do not exist in every village, though
~many are common fo every village. The mode of treatment was much the
_ samé as that described above. The holding would ' be oontmued permanently
ay. oﬁiclal emolument (provision 4th rule 8) if there was nb proof forthcoming. to

shew that it was not what the claimant represented it to be. The holdings here ,

rqfemed 1o arp those, for mstance, of the cazeel, JOSheea~

| lohar soofsr &0,, not those i in any way involving service T 'ummeéanuponnder,otflaw and religion,

10 the State sﬁch a8 thiose of the patel or coolkurnee,

mihar or tulwar. These were to be disposed of under rules expressly estabhahed

féﬂihen r;egulatlon and. descnbed, fm'ther on.

Aiﬂﬁn&hvﬂl hasbeen‘n htl 06} compplet
y tenned a. self conohtuted corporation It i is, i
istle commanwenlth: heyd - together, independent of ‘the lontside workli-po by ﬂ'te iudl Mﬁ?ﬁ
_inhabitants and forms a gentre of stability inthe cotntry, It hgs within itself the means ot m|
mu and necessities: Mmglden days many of its mhlbitlntr neYer:; mrre«bbeyuﬂ IJ
hereditary succession of (fice bearers and artisans, ‘These are commonly known as
vy 'as 0 Who' these twelvel poicrituals wére, but " thef aré gétbrally 'gwo%'m the

revenne and polige officer, (2) the Coolburnce or aocountunt d
J;awe{:)nm mih, (0 ine 56" Chambihay or. worker T lethor, (4 Wxﬁ%ﬂ»
¢ ashierman, (9) the Joshee or sstrologer, (10) t or ]
Somar or goldsmith, and (m)m:’rhr)wgzehman : &:;‘ varied; ho ) ver," mogﬂm« in nat}n:
and number, bat bdrd, or twelve, is congidered the proper number of effective officials, or bulootidass, - for each
village- In contridistinction, there'y Wére other b&mfrgr twelve, “alootddars considered to be non-eﬂ‘ectivo- Under
tho p:é?sh g:vemmm they have- lmn divided isbo- uuﬁstmd weoless: m dispued uw bed in
paus, 65— ' ' ,

"'1 "‘
oo
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45, Passing from the village staff we next come to the hereditary distriot
officers, the desaees or deshmeokhs, surdesades,
. nadgoundas, and deshpandees.* Their dutiss ‘are
* District police and revexme officers. The desaee.and

deshpandee were to the district what the patel and entuely superseded by the Present' ‘revenue system. Of

coolkurnee were to the village. The dutids of the former 1t : : . -
v however  mow sbolisd. Tre  British system of the British Government. Their emoéluments in land,

:ﬁ’s‘;‘:g:";;{.‘:e;“?pgi‘%‘;t;°ngg ;‘i‘lli:;"d;it?: fohwa's grain, and cash were a great burdem on the public
remodelled and retained (para, 68.) : revenues. The service, if any, taken from them was
generally by means of deputies, or a small tender in
cash in liéu of dervice so absurdly disproportionate to their gigantic service
holdings as to make it almost tantamount to keeping up two establishments for
purposes of collection, viz., that of these officers who were the chief mstrumenﬁ’s
in the Peishwa’s time for this duty, and our own costly establishment of
dufturdars, mamlutdars, deputy collectors, mahalkurees and subordinates.
Able revenue servants of Government have over and again recorded that these
\ hereditary district olﬁcers, or mahal zemindars, are a most useless and mefﬁelent
body of men, never w1lhngly aiding the operatlons of the public_ sésvant of
Government, but rather doing their utmost to thwart and mar all his endeavonrs.
Particularly was this found to be the case, when, while professing to brmg the
Inam Act into force, they threw every possible obstacle in'its way, and thls,
considering how handsomely they were remunerated, was scarcely to have been
expected. Instend of regarding their service holdings as remuneration or
wages, they looked upon them as their huks or rights, free from all condltmns
In Bengal the hereditary dxstnot officers of the former Goovernment. had long
previously been numbered among the things that were. How they were settled
on the Bombay side will be described further on. Very fow cases were dwposed
of by Government on reports from the Inam Commmmon.

46. Next comes a class of holdings to which the rules for the ad]udwatlon

of otlrer holdings did not necessarily apply. These are holdings of & political

- nature; an exempt class among the exemtipt. The sirdrs ‘and chiefs have ever

been treated with extreme indulgents. ' They ofteh clamour for their rights but

* do mot always temdirber “their: obligations. The treaty of' Pundeérpoor

(Auglst 1812) by article 2. of which ¢4¥As: jagheerdars - enguged: to ~restore

promplig al usunped lands &e.’ is a-dend letter so fir as'it was- deslgned for the
-advantage of the publie; while they-ave allowed té retain'possession of whateved

 Tabms &, they héld at'the beeaking out of the'war (1817) ‘within the special

dominivhs f'the Gompuhy frrespective -of the queshbn of ongmal right.

That btanch of the pohtmal holdmgs, howéver, which - is not guaranteed by
tredty upholding the stutis guo-ante dellum comes under- the surinjam rules of
the Decoan, and will by detoribied farther on, for all the emaller class of Deccan

su¥ittjatna have been' disposed of by Government’ through the medium of this

depitingnt, It muy briefly beé noted here that . the ‘Deétcsn surinjam  énguiry

" hixs Tevesled the scramble for Tnsms which' tooks place: during the decadence of

thb Peiskiwd’s power and in the cottfision: which' attended his downfal, how soon
the: majoﬁty of officers had giveit' to the word -Inam a genee “of permanency
which it never bore undér Native goverrﬂment and how heldings not stuctly .
Inam ‘onme to be/ entered in the. government adeounts under this headmg, thue
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escaping conditions of service. It has also gone far to correct erroneous opinions
which prevailed, not only on the mokassa, jagheer, or surmjam tenure, three
convertible terms in these parts, however generic the last named may be
elsewhere, - but has assisted in diffusing a great deal of useful collateral
information on alienation matters generally,' ‘

'47. That clause in the Inam Act which authorized the. trying officer to
continue during the lifetime of incumbents those holdings which failed - in even
the lowest degree of prescriptive right and were liable to resumption, or,. more
correctly speaking, to the levy of assessment, in consequence of defectxve title,

gave sufficient warning to the son, or legal heir (as & creditor. under a certificate
of the civil court,) not to Iook to the holdmg, or rather to'its further exemption

from ‘assessment, as a means -of future support or of defraymg money claims
agamSt the holder, though on the demise of the incumbent a moiety might be
continued to his widow for life in case of poverty. In the event of the tltle
not being defective and there being no male issue the widow was. recognized as

sole heir, and the Inam was continued intact during her life. No holding was

interfered with during the lifetime of an incumbent however bad the ‘title, and

although the survey rates of assessment were nnposed upon the land after his
. death, his son; succeeding to possession in ordinary course, became entitled to
the 30 years’ guarantee by virtue of bemg the oocupant of the soil, and his name
- was entered in the public accounts as the guaranteed government tenant. Oof
‘course it was otherwise if he were merely the recipient of the ‘government rent,
© but mh msunees, ag I have rexqarked, were oomparanvely few.

48 The last rule in Sbhedulé B 'I"havb ah-eady referred to (para 4), that
which lends to. this liberal law ‘greater liberality by

R

‘ ,authonzmg the relaxatlon* of any clause whlch from See‘ conclusion para. 36 page 29,

any nnfo;eseen cause mlght press harshly

49, Such, then, was Act XI of 1452 an embodxment of the rules whmh
after 10 years experimentalizing had been found to work well,’ After the

-promulgation of this law its results were watched very carefully by the Home 4

“Government, and when the time came for a corresponding - enquiry in Madras
the Hon’ble Court observed in .their despatch No, 21 dated 27th September |

'1354 t°«ﬂnt ‘Government, that, ‘the rules framed. for the guidanoe .of the

L ‘Bombay Inam : Commission as detailed = in Act XI

, _ ‘of 1862 appear to ms. +%0.. be as liberal .and indulgent
IR “to the. Inamdars a8 is' compatible with Justlce to, . the
“uwa o ¢ other interests mvolved in these questions, gnd we thmk
_m;,"“ N it desirable that the - provisions of . -that Act should

N fform the basis of your futnre demsions of Inam questlons ?

They had Premlsed by saying, ¢ we are d18posed to deal hberally and oonsxderately
‘ Wlth the Inamdars, but we must reltemt.e an ‘opinion we latély

‘ expﬁi‘ned to the ' Government of Benga] that it is -oply justice

¢ to those' ho pontnbﬁte to the ,expenses of Goverpment that

itieg and .privileges _ resiing on . no, foundatmn
ight s ci, be gxadual]y snd conmderately eradxcqted
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The Madras minutes of consultation in the year following (1855) add, that,
¢ after the long possession which has been tacitly permitted it
¢ would be only fair to deal liberally with these cases and to for-
¢ bear to resume immediately; that the proceedings should be
© rather of the nature of those at Bombay under Act XI of 1852.
¢ Thus the immediate recovery of revemue from this. gource
¢ would not Be great but ultimately it would be very considerable.’

But, in the final minutes of consultation in 1857, when the: whole question was

elaborately and comprehensively reviewed, it was declared, that, ¢ the rules

¢ prescribed by Act XTI of 1852 for Inams held in the Presidency
¢ of Bombay though extremely liberal were inapplicable to the
¢ circumstances of the Madras Presidency, nearly the whole of which
¢ had been under the British Governmerit for above half a century.?

50. 'The eventual settlement in Madras partook very much of the nature
of the ¢ Summary Settlements’ in Bombay to be described further on. A
general confirmation of Inams, the owners of which were to contribute to the
requirements of the State in consideration of an absolutely secure title and the .
removal of the existing restriction on the transfer of their estates from the line

_ of the original grantees whether by sale, gift, or adoption. In other wmds, an

indefeasible and unrestricted right of property.

51. I will now bring to a close the mnarrative of the constitution: and
working of the Inam Commission, which may be considered the first part of the
alienation enquiry. I have shewn that it commenced in 1843 as a tentative
measure, that it worked successfully for several years under the - able guidance
of Mr. Hart in the face of serious difficulties, and that finally in 1852 it received
a legal status. It had, however, one great defect. It was not calculated within
a reasonable time to attain the end for which it was designed, It was too slow.
Sufficient progress had not been made in the adjudication of titles during the 18.
years that it had been in force and a multitude of cases still remained -for
decision. Accordingly, a more summary mode of settlement was projected, and
the éperations which followed thereupon may be conmdered the second part of

- the aliénation enqun'y

652. I do not propose to pause here and shew the ﬁnanclal results of the
Inam Commission by itself, but to proceed with a description of the various
supplementary settloments, and then in tables further on to exhibif the
financial results of the alienation enquiry as a whole.

*53. Up to this time Inam pmperty had only been consndered private
property in the restricted sense that an Inamdar could do what he liked with -
his own so long as it was his own ; that is, no éscheat could take place' so long
as the original grantee had descendan{s Such was the custom of the country,
But the public never lost their reversionary right in case of the ‘extinction of

 the family of the grantee and the obvious fulfilment .of the mtentmns of th:

grantor, Now, _however, the time had arrived when all ‘restriction was to be
done away, auid the words lapse and eschest (except when Do owner could be
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fdnnd). ‘were ‘to disappear from the vocabulary of the government revenue
officer. All personal Inams were fto become transferable freehold,
alike those which had not been adjudicated as those which had]
an equiiralenf ‘to the public for the right of reversion foregone
being secured hy the imposition of partlal assessment.

54, The Summary Settlement Acts under which this state of things was
brought about are those numbered IT and VII of 1863, the former relatmg to the
new provmces, the Iatter to the old, as follows.

‘ | Fou. ‘ B X ~ Fom

THE DEcc KHANDEI nm .
Sonmms %’mmrm cog'mxr t . Guzerar AND 3HE Concaw.

)

Act No. IT of 1863. Act No. VII of 1863,

" An Act to facilitate the adjustment_ | An Act for the summary settlement
of unsettled claims. to exemption | - of olaims to exemption from
from the" gayment of govemment J ~ the payment of government land
" land revenue, and to reguldte the | - revenie, and for regulating the -

~ succession fo and transfer of lands terms upon which such exemption

F owhohy or ‘partially exempt from | shall be recognized 'in - future

" “the ' paytiient - of - such: revenue |  in those parts of' the Bombay
in those puits “of - he' Potabay V" “Ppesideney - whith-dre not subject
Presxdency which are subject to | to the operation of Act XI of

:  the operation of Act X1 of1852 | 1852 of the Council of Indla

S ‘ofthe legmlatwe Counczl of India. C ' ‘

55. Thesa, Acts provide: that all, personalr Inams already formally
adjudicated to be exempt wholly or.partially from. the payment of land revenue
"hereditarily.in perpetuity, may, at the option.of the holder, acquiré an ealarged
fﬁm{aand become: heritable . and transferable freehold, on, payment. under
Act II for the new provinces of an annual or ' occasional nuzzerana, and. under
Act VII for the old provinces on apphcatmn to have the holding brought under
the settlement s if-noprevious adJudlcatmn Had been made, when it would be
held-with all the ‘priviléges conférred by the-said settlement’ and’ stibjeot to ail
r‘i'l“etmdlt:mms All temple-and-official’ holdingsmh%adyx formally adjudieated to -
be perméanently continuable - and ot transferable’ would be- 80- contmued

aceordlngtothotermsofdemsmn ST .

56. To Qurqdefect of title in the onse of allunadjudicated ‘lan&s 8 qmctrent :

(in addition to any;; existing payment) ‘under-Act II for the new provinces of
four annas for eaeh Tapee of assessment, and under ‘Aot-VIIfor the old provinoces
of two annas for each -Tpee of assessment, was imposed: Such- of  these landé as
were held on personal tenttre also- became - heritable ".and transferable ﬁ'eel;mld
mthout fm’ther payment mﬂw»m provifioes;. bht in the new av. a&&monal anmp. .
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as nuzzerana was levied. In no ease were lands other than petsonal allowed
to-become private property., Holdeis were free to elect formal adjudication in
preference if they ohose; teking the onws probandi on thpmselves, but thig
alternative was seldom resorted to. '

57. Neither of these Acts, ho‘wever, made any prevision fof Inams aiready -
formally adjudicated to be not continuable hereditarily ; or, in other words: for
terminadle Inams so already adjudlcated

58. 1t seems, mdeed that no measuro of relief for this ¢lass of hofdmgs
was at first deemed neoessary in. the old provinces,* -
Reliof was, however, mbsoquentty  for Aok VII specially - declares that they ¢ shall
afforded, para. 61. ¢ continue to be held according to the decision passed
“in each case’ They were, however, very fow, and
separate treatment may not have been considered necessary.

69. Butin the new prownces wliere under tlia operatwn of Adt *r of
1852 ferminable Inams were numetous, & special measury’ of Belief Wiy paB ded’
for this class of holdings: The goveriment instructions’ wetd contained in' &
letter No, 2900 dated: 1st August 1864 and wers to the effect): tht: (1) o lapﬂét{
holdmg should be revived, that (2) commutation shbuld Only be offered: i

instances in Which an individual during whose life a holding would not lapse to
the State was still alive, that (3) grants’ by the British Government mlght be
treated under the settlement as alike advantageous to the public and the holders,,
that (4) commutation was to be based upon the present stale’ of a hbldlﬁg
and not upon its condition at the date of decisior or griitit, thsit (5) tﬁé“re "shbild
be no distinotion as life holdings between those hoM1ngs ongmally adJudlcated
to be continuable for life aind those which: ongmally adjudxcated to be
contiinable for more than one life’ had by ciruiistanices’ Become
life holdings. Such were the - lesditig feﬁhi‘pr of vt wak~ dalled
The. terminable Inam. Setﬂement in the Deccan, Khandesh, and. Sonthern
Mahratta country ; and. the terms: wets, thit) if an Iuewm - continuable
until the death of the last: suryiving' son . of ‘a&n - ihdmdual ‘Was'
at the time of settlement in the possession’of Himselt’ it” should be subjected to.
one half of the' ordinary asseasment  less' existing* ohaijges, if in: the pommon
of his son’s- gerleration to. two thirds ; and,. in the same Wy, if an’ Inam
continuable until the death of the last survxvmg grandson of an’ ‘individual was
at the time of se*tlement in the possession of himself it should be assessed. at one
third, if in the possession of his son’s generation, at one half, if -in the possep;xgg
 of hls grandson’s generafion at.two thirds. Thefe was.-also a clause in the onse
of life Inams making it incumbent upon the he1r, before succession cqpldf be -
allowed, to pay up: at once the balance of revenue fot any unexpn'ed pprtmn of
10 yéars should the holder die prevmusl)a ) _ PR
.  60. The obJect of this settlement was to enfi'anchue ﬁxe only oIass fif
| Iﬂ‘am to” whom ths" advantiges of the Summary" S'etﬁement oould n@tfbe
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extended and thus complete the enfranchisement of all. The results were most

L
satisfactory*. There were of course a fow dlssentlents, * Government Resolution No. 1887 dated 23rd Msy 1365
those who could not persuade themselves to give up ¢ The results of Major Etheridge’s proosedings are most satisfactory
any portion of their t advant hose holdi "and should e spucially repoted to Hey Mogety's Serasaryof St
anyp present advantages, wnose noldings . 4 cranbornereplied in despatch No.91 dated 15th Dec, 1866,
will now lapse under the terms of original decision, but :

the great majority were glad emough to purehase the freehold for the benefit
of then- famlhes.

61 This -settlement, ooﬁvefting ferminable Inams into private property,
was subsequently extended to the fow such holdings in the old provinces.

~ 62, All the rates 1mposed under any of the aforesald gettlements were
fixed in perpetuity and not liable to increase or decrease on any new assessment,

except in the case of lands which had not been already assessed by the revenue
survey then in progress.

63. Thus, then, the land settlement with which ' the alienation
department was directly concerned is fast approaching +m . .
. . o @ The a te extent of what remains to be d
completiont. Sunnuds have been issued, and it i8 MO i each collestorate may bo seen by reference to the

e abstract figured statement para. 83, col. 5, and the detail
less gratifying to record that the government revenue may be iraced in the classified  tables at the' end,

. appendices A to Q inclusive, the Godra Punch Mahal
has largely benefited from arrangements which have aistrict, » recent cession by Scindis, remaining wholly

given much contentment to the pe Opl e. for settlement.

64, There were, however, certain classes of political, service, and official
holders, excluded from the above settlements, with whom the alienation
department was. only indirectly concerned, and it will now be necessary to
refer to them, They may be classified as follows ;—

X. Surinjamdars and jagheerdars (not guaranteed by treaty)
‘XX, Hereditary district officers.

IXX. Village officers and officials, véz.

A. Government officers.
B. Uscful to Government and village.
€. TUseful to village only.

D. Useless alike to both Government and village,
I will take them in the inverse order to_ that in which they stand.

65. The class of village - servants who are now- useless alike to both
Government and the commtnity consists of those whose

offices if they ever existed have become _obsolete : Class I11, subivision D o
individuals, ;n fact, in the enjoyment of State  Useleis alike ;o both Go:m:n}::md village.
emoluments for domg nothing+. In the new provinces  +

the principle was adopted ofgfontinuing perll)nanently e :et::rﬁ?‘:ﬁ;?ﬁ;m:“, *
one half of these emoluments as transferable freehold, ) C

the other half becoming a permanent lapse fo the State Untaxed land wa

subjected % one half of the °rdmary assessment taxed land ‘was subject to*
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assessment to the extent of a moiety of the difference. That porticn of the
emoluments which consisted of cash payments from the treasury = was
compulsorily bought up at 10 years’ purchase of the annuity if under one rupee.
If above, the moiety continuable was at the recipient’s option either bought up
at 20 years’ purchase or merged in a redaction of any assessment payable by
him on any lands held by the same title. In case of refusal to accede to this
arrangement the cash payment at its original amount was held to be a life
grant, and, under Resolution No. 1269 of 1868, ceased at death. - The object
was to rid the collectorate books of petty disbursements, The settlement for
this class of holdings, then, consisted either of the consolidation as a permanent
chatge of the land and cash emoluments, or otherwise of the cessation immediate
or at death of the latter. Sunnuds are issued.converting the property into
transferable freehold at the rate of assessment specified therein. The few cases
adjudicated by the Inam Commission in former yearshave been similarly treated
under the Resolutions of Government. Nos. 86 and 2786 of 1867.
In the old provinces the lands . of this class of holders have been

fully assessed and the cash items which are few and very insignificant stopped.
The holders become ih all respects government ryots.

66. The class of village servants who are now only of use to the community
consists of those who though performing no service to

Class 111, subdivision C, para. 64, Government are still of some use to the v111age The
Useful to village only. holdings of this class.are subject to local service and are

_ . ’
* Such as the cazes, joshoe &c, not transferable.® In the mnew provinces they were
see pars. 44 and notes. assessed at one fourth 'of the proceeds to cure defect of

title. 'The cash items were not purchasable as in the
case of the useless class, for Collectors were opposed to the diminution in any
way of the guarantee for the performance of service which existed in the
retention of the present official emolument entire. The form of sunnud
sanctioned by Government in Resolution No. 872 of 1867, however, admits of

~ the merging of the cash item in the land settlement, so that in this -way the

Collector’s books are, notwithstanding, relieved from numerous petty entries.
The few cases adjudicated by the Inam Commission in former years have been
treated under Resolution of Government No. 2735 of 1867. When the holding
consisted simply of cash as sometimes happened one fourth was deducted and the
remainder continued under sunnud as permanent emolument appertaining to
the office. . In the old provinces these service holdings were continued subject
to a deduction of one fourth or one half their proceeds according as the service
to be performed was more or less useful to the vlllage community. The cash
items were very insignificant. “Sunnuds have been issued fo all. \

67. The class of village servanﬁs who are useful alike to Government and '
village yet remains unsettled'in both the old and new

Class II1, subdivision B, para. 64 provinces. The holdings are generally small, and,
Useful to Government and village. being for the most part already heavily burdened with
-‘- Such as the mhar, tulwar &e, quit rent, ' perhaps l;equire ‘O- .sett‘[ement"' other

see para, 44 snd note @ than continuance as at present under pohcq -or

municipal regulation,

3
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'68. The class of village servants who are designated government officers
consists of the patel who is the chief police and revenue
authority in the village, and of the coolkurnee, his
assistant, the village accountant and registrar.
The principle of settlement in this case was to provide adequate remuneration
for that member of the family in which the office was hereditary who was actual
officiator for the time being. The sources of income:were generally three:—
land, for the most part exempt from rent, direct levies in cash and kind from
ryots or compensation in lieu thereof, and cash payments from the government
treasury. Thetrue value of the income derived from these sources taken in
the above order was determined and adequate remuneration for the officiator
provided from them when sufficient, when insufficient an assignment from the
treasury made up the deficiency, when more than sufficient the land in excess
was assessed at one half the revised survey rates. This order and mode of
calculation secured to the State the benefit of the lapse of cash allowances on the
doath of present incumbents which made up to some extent for the extra
amount which had to be contributed from the treasury. Patels and coolkurnees
who were not wuttundars merely received the remuneration assigned to
officiators, The remuneration was fixed according to scale, being a certain per
centage upon the village revenues.

Class TIJ, subdnnsmn A, para. 64

Government officers in villages.

- 69. Next for considerationcome the Hereditary district officers. These
officers, as briefly mentioned in para. 45, were the chief
instruments in the Peishwa’s time 'for the colleotion of
revenue. Being now superseded by ' our own costly
establishment of dufturdars, mamlutdars, deputy collectors, mahalkurees and
" subordinates, their services were really no longer required, and, being dispensed
with, the full assessment might properly have been

Class I, para. 64.
Hereditary district officers,

»* . .
. . . N 9. This would have left them a large margin for
levied on their holdings.* This, however, was not done. maintenance. The Peishwa would simply have

dispossessed them,

A fow cases in Belgaum were disposed of by Government
upon reports by the Inam Commission, It is to be regretted that
these reports were not printed but the extreme 'fairness of the enquiry
may be judged of trom the only ~ene that was printed, that forming
selection No. XV from the government records, old series, which illustrates
sufficiently the meaning of the words ¢testing the statement of a ¢laimant
‘by the entriess in the ‘government accounts and State. records.’
The historical portion of another case was published, selection No. XII; but
the settlement by means of these long and laborious reports neither progressed
well nor expeditiously. For many years the enquiry halted and it was only
in March 1863 that Government determined upon appointing a Commission
presided over by the late Mr. Stewart St. John Gordont

of the Bomba)’ Civil Service for the purpose of the T Afterwards the Hon'ble Stewart St, John Gordon
of the legislative Council of India.

settlement of these cases in the Deccan, Concan, and -
Southern Mahratta country. A corresponding Commission was shortly after
appointed for Guzerat presided over by Mr. W. G. Pedder. The principle of

both’ settlements was a commutation for service, There were, however, instances

This district ) _
T Fand \:ifon;sreauf;fsg :oc f:lé)e’:t?gdscmd“‘ Mahalt the rate remains to be fixed. It should be
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in which the abolition of service was not viewed favourably by the zemindars :—
these instances were few and occurred in few collectorates »—the settlement
-effected in these cases provided for the continuance of service under certain
arrangements. Hence the settlements became known as the non-service
setilement and the service settlement.

It may here be remarked that, notwithstanding it was the object of
Government to get rid of zemindars as State servants and to commute. their
service every where, the service seftlement was nevertheless, in the first instance,
adopted generally in the collectorate of Kaira. The idea secemed to prevail
that Government would not be compensated in this particular district for the
loss of service, supposed to be valuable from the intelligence and respectability
of the majority of the zemindars, by the amount which these district officers
‘could be induced to forego under a nom-service setilemest. The measure was
at once exceptional and experimental, As a rule, the Collectors’ departments
had every where complained of the inefficiency of the hereditary officers and
were desirous to get rid of them by means of a fair commutation for the
service which was the condition of thejr tenure. Eventually the Kaira
collectorate provéd to be no exception to the rule in this respect. The service
settlement was found to work badly, and a non-service settlement was substituted.
It came into operation on 1st February last. Y

The commutation fixed in the several collectorates of the Presidency was
very light. It represented not only the government demand for service but the -
cure for a possible defect in title. Although these service holdings might have

been assessed fully the levy only amounted in Dharwar

* Threc annas in the rupee on those emoluments to 6 annas in the rupee, n Belgaum to 5 annas and 3

which had been adjudicated to be held on good title, annas*. in Sholapoor 4 annas in Satara 4 annas, in
subject to the government demand for service. In these ) : )

cascs no levy was required to cure defect of title,

‘Poona 5 annas, in Ahmednagar 4] annas, in Rutnagiri
51 annag, in Tanna & annas, in Kha.nde%h 6 annas,
in Surat 3 annas; in Broach 5 annas,  in XKaira it varied from
3 annas to 8 annas according to nature of emolu'ment, ‘and in Ahmedabad it

varied from 4 annas to 8 annas. In the Godra Punch

added that the collectorates of Kuludgi, Colaba, and
Nasik are not specified above as. they were not formed at the period of the
settlement. The commutation rates in these districts are the same &s' those 6f -

« the collectorates out of which ‘they were “taken. ‘The finaneial .results of the
whole are shewn in tables at the end. "It may be mentioned that the terms of

the sunnuds issued to the zemindars are not only not the same throughout the

Presidency, but are mot the same in all respects 'in the same d1v1s10n.
Tenure and succession have been reouhted by local usage.

70. The political holdings were a class by thems.elves and have beeﬁ dealt

with separately. There were many large holdings of
Class 1, para. 64.

L this deseviptio rer . 1
Surinjamdars and jagheerdars (not guaranteed by treaty). ption all over .the Bombay Presxdency except

in'Guzerat. Some involved the performance of military
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" service. Some did not. On the settlement of 'the country by the
Hon’ble Mountstuart Elphinstone after the downfal of the Peishwa such of the
military surinjams and jagheers as had not been guaranteed by treaty. were
ordered for resumption. Some were resumed but many escaped resumption.
The guaranteed military holdings have since commuted their service. Of the
surinjams and jagheers which did not involve the performance of m111tary duty,

and in contra-distinction were designated personal, some were guaranteed by

treaty, the remainder were made subject to adjudication of title according to
rules expressly drawn up for the purpose. The guaranteed holdings were
eXempt from enquiry of any sort and the purport of the guarantee was to uphold
the status quo ante bellum. - The nature of the guarantee in each “case will be
found in the baok of treaties. The surinjam enquiry (of unguaranteed holdmgs)
“has been one of the most important of the many arduous duties which the

Inam Commission has been called upon to perform, These holdings were to be -

found in the Deccan only. The principles approved by the Home Government
aceording to which the continuance of these holdings was to be regulated were :—

1st, 'That all surinjams granted prior to A. D. 1751, or held in
commutation for any thing so granted should be considered
hereditary. '

9nd. That all surinjams granted between A. D, 1751 and 1796

sbould be continued to the holder at the introduction of British -

rule and for one generation further, with a pension of half the
. net proceeds of the surm_]am to the third generatlon

8rd. That all surmjams granted after A. D. 1796,—that is'to

say all surinjams granted by the last. Peishwa, Bajee rao,—should
be continued to the holder at the,introduction of British rule,
after his death a pension of half the net proceeds being granted
to the next generation. :

The word heredz'tary in rule 1s¢ simply meant, in the first instance, céntinuance
to the oceupant at the introduction of the British Government, #he ﬁ'rst British
9rantee, and his descendants, but it was subsequently - ,

‘allowed to comprise the brothers-of the first British

2 ‘surinjam’ being divided among these brothers,

. s oy . L Despatch from the Secretary of State No. 8
or other separate provision baving been made for datetl 20&?1‘&::&3?1868, paras. 13 and 14, e

them, each brother would in that case transmit his

separate interest to his descendants without the right of cross inheritance-
in case of the fallure of lineal descendantsT : _ . -

71. T do -not propose to enter here upon) any ‘of the details of this
intricate- and laborious investigation as the whole proceedings in 'separate
volumes have been printed and form portion of the new series of selections
from the records of the Bombay Government. It will suffice hereto say, that

so faulty was the enquiry into the Dececan surinjams in 1844 by the agent for

sn;dars, Mr, ‘Wardep, and so lmperfect the revxsmn, though under special

'

‘ This ex‘pansxon of the origiual meaning came afterwards
grantee ' and their descendants®, though in case of o Petermed horeditary in tho fullest sonse of the mord:
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orders from Government, in 1847 by his successsor, Mr. Brown, that the Home
Government decided upon handing over the whole of the Deccan summams for.
scrutiny to the Inam Commission. 8ince then the numerous surinjams of the
Tapsed kingdom of Satara have come up for disposal, and- the enquiry has but
recently-been completed. ~ Each case formed subject of separate report by thls
depantment and special orders were passed on, each case by both the local and |
Home Governments. In every instance has Her Majesty’s Secretary of State |

for India been. pleased te accord his approval of these proceedings. The results
are exh1b1ted in tables at the end. ' -

72. Itnow only remains to desonhe the cash allowance summary
settlement. In para. 40 I have referred briefly to the Amended Rules of 1842._‘ B
and their supplements, ¢ The Code’ for the formal ad]udlcatlon of cash allowauces.v
This Code was equally applicable to the old as to the negv provmces, though m. -
the former the civil courts did not consider thémselves barred from exercising
jurisdiction over Government as defendants in the case of adverse decxsmrtisf
passed under those rales, on the plea that those rules had not the force of law.
These rules were well suited to the circumstances of the new provmcestand part .
of the old, but were not quite adapted to the state of things in Guzerat. 'Ihey \

“ were based upon the assumption that the Poona Duftur contained copious records .

forthcoming of former governments of a nature to test the validity of money.
claims, and for the most part this was not the case a8 regards - Guzerat. It was
well, then, that the civil courts could interfere in that dletnct, but, as no

T egularly organized system of formal adjudication had been devised in Guzerat and

cases only came up for enquiry on demise of incumbents, q_omparatxvely few
decisions under the Amended Rules of 1842 had been passed when the time.
arrived for a settlement summanly of all claims. . It was in the year 1861 tha.t
Mr. Peile was ‘appointed séttlement officer in Gugerat and it was not long
before he submitted to Government an able and elaborate report proposmg mles.' :
for the disposal of the different kinds of allowaneqs baged on: their nature. ap,d, -
origin, and on the past proceedings of Goverment with respeet ‘to them. ;ﬂ}et ‘

‘rules, with modifications, were sanctloned by Government in its Reeolutlon

No. 4309 dated 27th November 1862, and became the. authority for thatl )

géneral settlement of cash allowances whioh has been so well carried out 'by
- Mr. Peile’s successor, Mr. Pestonjee J eha.ngeer, of late years

e
. l,)g .

8. The eash allowances in Guzerat d),ﬁ‘er very essentmlly from those m _r
any other part of the Premdency The most important of them hq.d theu omgm L
in violence generated by the dlsorder of the previous rule. _ Vlllages bougboﬁ::- |
off their plunderers who then often became their proteotors, and thus a speclee of
black-mail ‘sprung up the payment of which continues to the present day The :
girasias of Guzerat are quite a class by themselves wnd happily have: their
counterpart nowhere else. Whether the British Government was | néht when |
putting a stop to this ditect and oppresswe levy from vﬂlages fo , take upon’
itself the payment of the giras kuks is not the qnestmn pow, Tt did 80, aml

thms"commenced the system of' disbursing thede allowa.ncea from governs gt




44

treasuries. The origin of the huk is forgotten and the - descendant of the
marauder clamours for imperial recognition. Perhaps it was politic not to

reduce to want a wild, turbulent, and improvident class of people unaccustomed

to peadeful occupations. Bat if the peace of the country called for the policy”

adopted towards the first British recipients certainly faith has been kept with
their descendants, for the giras payments have been declared continuable
hereditarily. And so have the allowances known as sulames and khichree. The

ghas dana allowances had their origin in certain- irregular exactions by the
circuit army of the Gaekwar from the districts which he farmed from

the Peishwa and should have ended with his connection with those
‘districts, but having been recognized by the Government of the day
in 1821 (though declared to be entirely inadmissible two years
previously *)they arenow paid to the Baroda Government
and regarded as a portidn of the State revenue of the 5 3ony May 1819,
Gaekwar. The Fkothlee santh allowances, the most

numerous of Guzerat cash alienations, had their origin in the grant of
compensation for land resumed, and were therefore settled on the principles of
the summary settlement for land (Act VII of 1863) iz, a deduction of two annas
_in each rupee and the conversion of the remainder into. private “property.
This comprdmige was optional, but there has not been a dissentient voice out of
many thousand cases disposed of. The deduction of the two annas has been
universally accepted as a purchase of relief from enquiry, The further
redemption of these allowances at 20 years’ valuation of the reduced amounts

has found much favour with the recipients. -There are several other deseriptions

of allowances in Guzerat unknown elsewhere which'need not here be specified.
_ Those in common with other parts of the Presidency are the dewusthan or
temple, dhurmadao or charitablet, political pensions, - =
miscellaneous, and those granted as compensation for T treated as personal.
 transit and town duties abolished under Acts I of 1838

and XIX 'of 1844, The dewusthan or temple allowances which had their origin,
or were supposed to have had, in State grants are declared permanently
 continuable in all instances in ‘which they are bond fide, that is, were found in
eﬁ_'ﬂt.enpe and brought to the notice of Government at the introduction of
Bljxtlsh rule and have since been: deliberately continued, The village idol
allowances on the other hand were confirmed at a moiety where that compromise
was preferred to formal adjudication of titls, only in one instance was the
qufpromjse declined. In the same way the 'village personal allowances at the
OPHon of the holder were bought up at ten years’ | |
valuation or continued for lifef. Those payable from

up or disposed of under the Amended Rules of 1842, a anthorised existence.
lib*}.l‘él Ipterpretation being placed on the evidence
available. This class of allowances was not large in Guzerat. When all

grants of g pex:m'anent nature had been set apart and continued every terminable
allowance which did not satisfy the Amended Rules, liberally interpreted,

might it ;was.’co'n'si'dered be discontinued in strict ' conformity .with the policy
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designéd by CGovernment from .the first for the old provinces. The
gettlement in the new provinces, or rather in the

* The settlement of allowances in Khandesh by the

then Collector, Colonel Rgbertscn, in 1825-26 under
Mr. Elphinstone’s rules of 1818-19 had been confirmed
by Government, and nothing more required to be done
in that disérict, :

Deccan * and Southern Mahratta eountry, resembled
that tor the old. In the case of personal allowances and
temple allowances in which the poojaree or priest had a

personal right, there was election between lump sum
payment equivalent to 10 years’ purchase in final extinction or formal
adjudication under the Amended Rules of 1842, and in the case of temple
allowances in which no personal right existed there was election by committees |
or others officiating on the part of the odmmunity, between formal adjudication
and the permanent continuance of a moiety. The demands for formal
adjudication were very few in districts above the ghauts. Below the ghauts
the demands were numerous. They have all been met by judicial investigation.

*. Jetter to the Resident at Baroda

One peculiarity in districts above the ghauts deserves notice. It accounts for
so many recipients being willing to compound. Village sadilwar items,
unknown in the Concan, abound in the Deccan and Southern Mahratta country.

T Sadilmar was an extra assessment above the
revenne, It was levied capricionsly by the village
authorities to ]imy cxpenses not recognized by Government
and (a8 Mr. Elphinstone remarks) naturally afforded a
great field for peculation, im fact was a grand source
of profit to local functionaries. 1In another place
Mr. Elphinstone says that the sadilwar constituted a

‘ large fund for embezzlement and corruption. At the

earliest introduction of the Bri‘tish Government he set
his face against its recognition in any form which might

have the effect of converting it into a permanent State.

purden, .

They were essentially invalid, being irregular payments
from the sadilwart fund by village officers and * devoid
of the conditions of valid title. The Amended Rules
of 1842, carefully framed after mature deliberation’
and sanctioned by the Supreme Government and the
Court of Directors for the adjudication of cash
allowances, took no cognizance of them. _Thosé rules

i The village sllowances whether religious or

the hoozoor | o iy . / wances = wl
an : rsonal usually had their origin in grants by village
d talooka treasuries were similarly bought personal usually fiage funds and hadno pretonsion 5o

e e owsion by Beindia, remaining wholly for
district, a recent cession by Scindia, remaining order under the hand and seal of the Collector, on the

do mnot recognize the right to continuance based upon
prescription unless enjoyment can be proved by the entry of an allowance as
disbursed in at least genuine (though it may be unaudited) accounts of the
district officers, and such were never sadilwar items. The sadilwar fund. Waé,
in fact, entirely at the disposal of the wvillage officers, who at their _caprice
assigned, stopped, increased, reduced, or transferred items. So that not only

was there an absence of original title but the element of stability was altogether
wanting. It was not surprising, therefore, that these fluctuating uncertain
village items should have been excluded by imperial authority from any form

‘of adjudication which might convert them into permanent or hereditary State -

charges—still, in the spirit of the Amended Rules village sadilwar items were
admitted when receipt could be proved to be sufficiently continuous und
uninterrupted, but such cases were exceptional and few. "

. 74, The cash allowance set‘tlement, then, it may be said, is also mear to

completion both in the old and new provinces?.

The aggregate extent of what remains $o be done Sunnuds have been issued in thousands but gome

i h lectorate may be seen by reference to the . . . .
L?)s‘;::ct t?:luigdogfatemen{ para. 83, col. 9, and the detail remain fo be issued. 'lhey bear the slgnature of

may be traced in the classified tables at the end,

ve the Godra Punch Mahai Iis Excellency the Governor, or are executed by his

. part of the Secretary of State, and are granted for all
allowances continued permanently or hereditarily. They beget a feeling of
security in the holders and free them from anxiety as to future scrutiny. -l
respeotto sunnugds cash holders are placed on the same footing as holders of.land.
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76. A very important and responsible duty, however, remains, that of |

preparing accurate lists for the use of Collectors: This will take time. It has
made very satisfactory progress in ‘the Northern division under the

supenntendence of Mr, Pestonjee Jehangeer, and is being rapidly pushed

- forward in the Southern division. In this division revised surxnjam lists are
also in course of preparatxon.

76. It now only remains bneﬂy to descnbe the Poona Duftur, that
remarkable repository which contains the archives or registries and acgounts

. which used to be kept at the seat of the ‘Peishwa's government, This is the
pivot upon which the whole machinery of enquiry worked. Accounts of the
revenue managemeut of their respective charges used to be rendered by the
district and village officers, and all publie oﬂ‘icers sent on deputatron into the

 distriots. Informatlo‘n on 'every ' source , of revenue and expeniditure -
was! centred in the Poona Duftur, the depattments +of which ‘were -

admirably orgamzed to ensure its efficient working. But for the attainment

of .a correct record ‘of  public and private rights, special returns of
the state of the ahenated revenues were required; and the alienation
. department in particular was preserved in a very complete state up to the reign
. .of Bajes Ta0 (A D 1796) A grant of the public revenue could only be got
, -ready after it had gone through some important stages and’ styles of working
_ in stated offices ; and when'its regrstry had been duly effected, the sunnud or
~deed of grant mlght be looked upon as a valid instrument. A good deal of
 technical knowledge is necessary to appreciate the force and value of certain

.;documents and sets of aeconntxs, &nd there were hwng till but lately one or two,
professional withesses of thé time of’ the* ’Pel‘ehwe,,w‘ho ‘were among the class

called hereditary duffur. carcoons®. Tt was' the genius of the celebrated
. Nana Furnavees which brought the Poona Duftur into the state of efﬁclency
~ whidh, dhrmg his admlmstratlon (A. D 17 85—~1796t),it is found to haveacqulred

, thout employmg the particular terms used in the Duftur, and shewing how .

. one branch of it bears upon and checks the other, it is impossible to convey any

‘aocurate notion of what this “great repository consists. In addition to the

. anthentic information to be obtained at Poona, masses of district and village
reyenne accounts have been colletted by British officers througﬁout the country
and located there, though separately. It had been generally supposed that these
~ accounts hatl been destroyed in the burnings of palaces ; in floods, whether of
, the Pindarees or of rivers; by white ants and vermin ; instead of which, they

have been found in. a hlgh state of preservation in the hands of the very
~ pavties-handsomely pald by ‘the - State to frame and keep them, vz, the

heredttary‘drstnct and wllao'e officers, - who had systematlca.lly ‘concealed - and |

mthheld xﬂiem from - thé government oﬁicers in all cages exoept when then'

(e

[

* The office oi dnttur <earcoon was hereditary and the son setved his apprentmeshxp to it while his father
was yet alive to teach him the mazes of the labyrinth, for none but persons long conversant with the dosuments
could know in what direction they should turn when searching for particular information. It was the services
of these persons that Mr. Elphxnntone obtamed and their honesty secured by high pay mdroveuionry pensions.

1' Nans Farnavees also aéted bs ‘regent in thie name of the mfant son of the murderéd mz-yanrao
dunng the dxaturbed period (A D. 1772) sna for the 13 years of comparative tunqmlhty wlnoh followed,

¢
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own interests were at stake. A greater breach of trust u; is difficult to imagine,
for though the individual may have occasionally suﬁ'ered the pubhc must

‘have been -made to. suffer systematically by - this withholding of the

evidence of its rights®,

or

. T11. But to return to the Poopa Duftur or repository of the Sla.l:e records of

the Mahlatta government. Mr. Elphmstone relates, that, from the accession of

.Bajee rao the regular receipts and depos1t of accounts in’ the Duftur was not -

only much neglected but its estabhshment had almost entu‘ely dlsappeared and
people were even permitted to carry away the records or do with them What
they pleased. The Duftur was in consequence much mutrlated and thrown into
great confusion.  After the occupatlon of Poona in November 1817 the records
were found in different places in a state of disorder, but' considering all
circumstances tolerably ‘complete for a period of 88 years; that is, from
A.D. 1729 inclusive up to the breaking out of the war, with the exception of
a blank of about 7 years, from A. D. 1757 to 1163 inclusive, of which most of
the records were burnt when Poona was taken by the Moguls; for the
97 years preceding this blank the Duffur is moderately perfect and for the
succeeding 82 years upto A.D. 1796, the accession of Bajee rao, the records
are nearly complete, particularly from A. D). 1774 when Nana Furnavees came

into full power, but during the reigu of BaJee rao, the last 21 years, they are
by no means se. ‘ '

- 8

78. After the introduction of the British Government Mr. Elphinstone
endeavoured to re-organize the Poona Duftur. He states that he sent for the
principal persons belonging t6 it from the places to which they had retired and
employed them td collect the records.. But after this first attempt at
re-organization on the conquest of the country no further regular effort appears
to have been made, though a great mass of genuine revenue accounts of the
former government, hitherto concealed, was from time to time produced in

support of individual claims; and in the numerous suits affecting alienated land

‘tried in the civit courts, This was between 1826 the year of the abolition of

the Deccan Commission, and 1843 the year in which the Inam Commission
commenced experimental operations.

79. The operatlons of the infant Imam Commission in - and xmmedlately
after 1843 were necessarily confined to alienations regarding Which the requisite
information was known to exist i the records secured- by Mr. Elphinstone at
the conquest of the ecountry. - These limited operations of the Commission were,

It would appear that under this Presidency neither to the revenue nor to the magisterial authorities
had power been expressly granted to cause a search to be made for concealed public records, nor was the
concealment of such records punishable under any existing law. In the Madras Presidency a Collector is
empowered, under sect 9 regulation IX of 1822; to searoh for public records on miormatlou being laid on oath ;
and under clause 2nd sect. 18 of the same reguiatx n the concealment of public: accounts is punishable in that
Presidency by imprisonment for a period not less than one year, nor exceeding five: years. A draft
‘tn prM for the recovery and protection of public accounts and documents relating to the public revenue mt
the Bombay Presidency’ was prepared in 1856 but it never passed into law.
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84. TFrom the foregomg statement it will be seen (cok o) that, in respegt

to land, an annual sum of rupees 37, 17 121 (eqmvalent £ 371 719 sterling) has

been permanently added to the revenues of the State, anq tl}at for spme years
"past. The value of the, numerous ferminable Inams is not ghewn' bgcause the
terminable Inam’ Settlement (described in para. 59) has converted almost all such
holdmgs into permanent freehold, that portlon of the assessment of each whmh
18 assloned to the alienee bemg mcluded in col. 4 and the government share i
col. 3. The total value of confirmations to land alienees i is shewn in gol. 4 and
amounts to rupees 50,20,710 (equivalent £ 502,071 sterlmg) In respeot to cash,
the annual outgoing sum of rupees 12 ,96,815 (eqmvalent £ 129,681 aterlm‘q)
has been recovered (col., 7) for the pubhc, though 2 small portion of it w111 not
fall in till the deaths of present recipients. The total value of copfirmations to

recipients of cask is shewn i in col. 8 and amounts to rupees 19 66,713 (equjvalent
£ 196,671 sterlmg)

85. . On  the subject of ‘arrears both of land and cagh,*
that ig sums standing to the debit of Government, * ‘ ‘ s | "19
payable to claimants ~or not according to result of oo Nate Ty Byt
enguiry, being the amount of revenue in deposit pending enquiry whlch wou}d
- byt for the enquiry be paid, it is to be remarked that a lump sum of rupees
23,28,191 (equivalent £ 232,819 sterlmg) has already been permanently credltgd
to the State. This sum alone nearly covers the total _expense of aliepation
operations from the beginning, which, inclusive of all extraordmat‘y and mcldental
charges, amounts up to 3}.st Ma,rch 1873 to a lump sum of oupees 24 10 813
(equivalent £ 241,081 sterfing).  The Bntuh claita agajnst the Gagkwar, g8
stated in'Note II para. 83, on account of Zors giras also forms another large sum of
arrcars, which, though of a different nature and still under conmderatlon becomps
» an important item in estunatmg ﬁnanmal‘ results Bneﬂy, then, 1t may be smd
that, of nearly a million and g quarter sterling of p,henated revenue (columns
2 and 6), the Inam department has, without expense to the $tate (the expense
being well covered by the arrears), improved the finances of the public
Pel‘manently by half a million asteriing (columns $ and T7), ,wlule it has
. confirmed to alienees nearly three quarters of a million (columns 4 and 8).

86, A lump sum of  rupees 7,63,319 (equivalent £ 7§,331 aterling) 1133
been Well spent in buymg up. allovyances entered in gol. 7.

I
[ ]

87 No power has yet been ngen to Ina;ndm to redeqm thelr gmt rent,
*or jooree, by single lump sum payment, and if given it is not likely that
Iedemptlon will be taken advantage of to any extent, for they are intelligept
enough to know that an investment wWhich will only, yield" 5 per cent will not

be the most proﬁtable ‘mode of employmg then' capital The only motiye .

probany for buying up the qmt rent would. be to prevent the mterierenoe pf
the revenue oﬁcer. : ‘ '

88. No. legal enactment has’ been pasaed on the Bomhay mde,
corresponding  fo- Madras Acts IV of 1862 and IV of 1866, for -

[
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placing enfranchised Inam property under the jurisdiction of the courts, .
and none I think is required. I believe that, "as a matter of course, in
the absence of special legislation regarding jurisdiction over enfranchised Inam
property, it must be consxdered as coming within the cognizance of the civil
courts under Act VIII of 1859, and therefore that nothing in the way of
legislation is necessary. - It is thus, alveady, assimilated in every respect with
other descriptions of real property

89. The completion of the several settlements above deseribed of land and
cash claims throughout the Presidency has conferred a mutual advantage upon
Government and the holders. The vast amount of the charges on account of
alienations with which the revenues of this Presidency were burthened was, as
already observed, incredible. The various settlements have not only brought
about content and security but the revenue administration of the country has
been wonderfully simplified. Questions of great importance involving long
disputed rights so technical and intricate as almost to defy settlement have
been taken up, discussed, and brought to a firal decision under the. sanction of
Government. Gain to the State was not the sole object in view. The Inam
question was one of State poliey. A problem, in fact, fraught with important
and political consequences which it was necessary so to deal with that while
the just. claims of the public might be peacefully vindicated the prescriptive
right of individuals in a vast mass of valuable property should be scrupulously
upheld. . The solution of this difficult question was. indeed a source of great
perplexity to every successive government from the time of Mountstuart
Elphinstone. For many years even eminent men approached the subject with
extreme caution. It was not surprising, therefore, that a long time shonld

‘w}’:;:" = clapse before the authorities acquired sufficient confidence to devise a final

e &= Ttemethod of settlement, 'This has now been done. The just claims of the public
% ave been satisfied and individual rights. respected.

90. On the subject of the future of the Lnam or rather as it is now
med the Alienation department a.nd the continuance of the Poona Duftur or
tate Record office of the Mahratta government, a few words may be said in
conclusion. The necessity for a permanent alienation departinent, if only for the
working of the + Poona Duftur, has been admitted on several occasions.
The Poona Duftur is, indeed, the only source from which information can be.
obtained regarding the sfafus of chiefs and other high personages under tha
former rule whose position has not been defined by. treaty or otherwise since
the British accession, and on many kindred subjects. Historical méemoranda of
persons and States are often required. Two notable instances of late may be
cited in the case of the raja of Jowar in the Northern Concan and in that 'of the
Abyssinian chief of Junjeera on the coast. Government was at a loss
to fix the wposition of these chiefs under British rule till the
Poona Duftur threw the requisite light upon their condition under the
Pgishwa’s rule, shewing that the former was not independent as he was
thought to be and that the latter was independent as he was though

FYRIR FY S dich
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not to be. ’.l‘he Government of Bombay has, moreover, recently stated, that,

*

‘the dutie§ the alienation officer in charge of the
¢ Poona Duftur is called on to perform are not of an ordinary

‘¢ nature, that claims often arise the gettlement of which requires

¢ considerable research and judgment, and appeals are - still
¢ frequently received by Government against former decisions,
¢ that these cases are always referred to Colonel Etheridge whose
¢ duty it is to advise Government as to the manner in which they
¢ should be disposed of, that, usually, they involve heavy
¢ domands in - perpetuity on the public revenues and ot
¢ unfrequently affect our poljtical relations with Native States.’

’Whlle, Lotd Cranborne  had formerly remarked that, the ¢ reviewing of

¢ appeals against former decisions for the due dlsposal of which

“a full knowledge of past proceedings, as well as a technical
¢ acquaintance with theprineipleson which thealienationdepartment

‘had been conducted, was required in the efficer at its head.’
“ More recently His Grace the Duke of Argyll in his despateh on this subject to
the address of the Government of Bombay dated 24th September 1870 observed,.
that, ¢ for the reasons assigned in your Resolution of the 10th Juno 1870* 1 am

s disposecl to'agree in the opinion of

¢your Ekcellency in Council that it
~ ®would be hazardous to dispense

“altogether with the services of a
¢ ppecial department charged with the
“ supérvisiéh of all alienations from the
©Yoventes of the State and the oiistody
‘“of the records of the former
¢ Government.’

Lookmg to the vast amount of the <harges on
-account of alienstions with which the revenues of this
presidency are burthened, His Excellency in Council
is satisfied that it would be a dangerous experiment to
attempt to do away with the services of the special

department entrusted with the supervision of these \

charges and which has effected such large savingsto
the State. The necessity, too, for the maintenance of
_ an office from, which information relating to the
" sdministration’ of the ocountry wunder the former
Government ¢can be obtn.i.ned, has more than once
been admltted ‘
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 held by men of high family, proud of their lineage, proud of

¢ their ancestral privileges, who hdd won what they held by the
¢ sword, and had no thought by any other means of majptaining

< possession. In the Southern Mahratta country. there were large
‘numbers of these jagheerdars, who K had never troubled
¢ themselves about title deeds, who knew mnothing about rules of
¢ evidence, and who had believed that long years of possession
¢ were more cogent than any intricacies of* law. . If they had

¢ ever held written proofs of the validity. of theu' tenures, they
- “had seldom been so provident as to preserve them. Bat,

¢ perhaps they had never had bstter proof than the memory of &
¢ fierce contest, in the great gurdee-ka-wukht or time of trouble,
¢ which had preluded the dissolution of the Mahratta power in
¢ Western India, and placed the white man on the throne of the

* See the admirably written ‘memorial of G. B. Seton-Karr:— Peishwa*. Year

¢ Chiefs who had won their estates by the sword had not

¢ been eareful to fence them in with a paper barrfer which

‘ they felt the next swccessful adventurer would sweep.

¢ away a8 unceremoniously as themselves. Instead of
¢ parchments, they transmitted arms and retainers, with °

‘ whose aid they bad learnt to consider mere titles

¢ superflucus, 'as without it they were contemptible. In

¢ other instances, men of local influence and energetic

¢ character havmg grasped\at the lands which lay within

¢ their reach in the general scramble which preceded the

¢ downfal of the Peishwa’s Government, had transmitted

¢ their acquisitions to their.children fortified by, no better

. *titles than entries in the village accoynt books, which
* a closer examination showed to be recent or spnnous .
. ¢ Roused from the dreams of thirty years, these propriétors

¢ of precarious title, or of no title at all, found themselves
¢ suddenly brought face to face with &n apparaths which at
¢ successive strokes pealed away their possessmns with the
¢ harsh preeision of a planing machine,’

¢ after year

‘had  passed,
‘one. genera-
¢ tion had fol-
¢lowed another
‘in undisturb-
¢ od possesémh

¢and the great

¢tgeal of time
¢ stood them in

“stead of the elaborate technicalities of the conveyancer. " But
¢ the Inam Commission was. eatablished. The fame of ‘it went
¢ abroad throughout the Southern Mahratta country. From one
¢village to another passed the appalling news that the

91 Lastly, before taking leave of the subject I would beg perm1ssxon to
"say a few words respecting the strictures which a high authority has passed

“on the Inam Commission. At page 175 vol. I of the Sepoy War,

T Compare these remarkable ‘assertions with the
gvidence contaired in appendix T, and evidence of Sir
Charles Jackson para. 93—also, mark results for 14 years
ending with 1857, commencement para, 92, .

¢ Commissioner had appearedt, had called for titles that o
¢ could not be produced, wad thet'nothing but a- géneral o
-« cobfiscation of property’ was likely to result from the
¢ operatiens of 'this mysterious tribunal. Each day,

been - said, produeed its  list of vietims -

Blt Iohn Kaye rémarks that, ¢ before passing away from the subject of

[

'-\,

. ¢ resumption, something should be said about the operations
G of that great comfiscatory tribubal ‘known ‘as the

¢Itam Commission of Bombay'—and, after a few

“'brehminary observatnons, continues at page 176. ¢ Years passed, various

¢ regulations were framed, for the most part of restricted operation ;
¢ and still, after the country had been for more than a third of

" ¢g century under British rule, the great question of alienated

e revenue had only been partially ad_]usted 8o, in 1852 an

¢ Act was passed, which empowered a little body of Enghsh
¢ officers, principally of the military profession—men, it was

¢ truly s#id, ¢ not well versed in the principles of law. and wholly '

¢ unpractised; in the conduct of judicial enqumes —to exercise

¢'arbitrary Jurwdxotlon over thousands of estates, many of them .

°

¢it . has’

tand the -good fortune of those

¢ but

added - to 'the -pangs qu ~ the

‘ came forth from the shearmg house,
¢gkin, unable to work, ashamed to beg,

Memorial of G. B. Seton-Karr.

who  escaped

crowd. ‘who
shorn . -to the
condeined  to

s p_envuryf ‘The 'titles of ‘no less than:
¢ 35000 estates, great

and small, were

‘called for by the Commission, end during the -first
‘5 years (1852—7) of its. operauons three
* were confiscated.’

fifths of them

92. The above concluding sentence is a chmnx to these w1ld denunclatlons
against the poor -sinning Inam Commission | Twent J one tkousand estates

[y
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confiscated in 5 years !! Bur wHAT ARE THE Facts? Up to 1857 the
TInam Commission had been at work 14 years, that is, from 1843. During this
period decisions had been passed upon 8599 estates in all, of which the
following is the detail.

I. Estates continued free of assessment permanently............... 2606
I1. Estates continued free of assessment hereditaridly ............ 1303
III, Estates continued free of assessment for two or more lives... 193
IV. ZEstates coutinued free of asgessment during life............... 3951
V. [Estates to be assessed af once «vvvevvrnerviiiiriiniitiinenniinnn 941

In justice to Mr, Seton-Karr, however, it must here be said that Sir John Kaye .

has misunderstood him. Mr. Seton-Karr does not say, as apparently Sir John Kaye
would have him say, that three fifths of the 35000 estates had been confiscated,
but that three fifths of the decisions passed out of that number had been
< sentences of confiscation.” Now, three fifths of 8599 would be 5159, but this
number considerably exceeds the mark even if classes III, IV und V above
are referred to. But these are the operations of 14 years not of 5, "And is not
the term confiscation somewhat misapplied where the levy of assessment only
_ is meant ? Whatever may have been the failings in the Inam enquiry I think
it must be allowed that the picture drawn of it by Sir John'XKaye is
erroneous. ‘The above description is apparently based upon certain statements
made in a memorial submitted to the Secretary of State by Mr. G. B. Seton-Karr
of the Bombay Civil Service on the subject of his services in the Sonthern
Mahratta country during the troublous times of 1857-8. Mr. Seton-Karr had
only recently arrived in those parts and could not be expected to know much
of the constitution or working of the Inam Commission. Had these statements
gone forth to the world under any less authority than that of the historian of
the Sepoy War it would be unnecessary to notice them, but forming as they
de a prominent partof that history and being put forth as one of the reasons
for the excited state of the Southern Mahratta country in 1857-8 it seems but
just that some explanation should be forthcommo even at this late date. 1
purpose, then, in brmgmg this narrative to a close to make a few remarks on the
several points referred to. I may premise that I was an eye witness to all that
occurred, that T was employed throughout the period either in a civil or
political capacity* and was m the Southern Mahratta
country several years before Mr. Seton-Karr’s arrival
and long after his departure. And, first, the year 1852
was merely the year in which the Inam enquiry was legalized, not that of its
commencement of operations which dating from 1843 would make but 25 years
of British rule. But so far from the tentatlve measure of 1843 legahzed
in 1852 being any thing new and startling it was merely a continuation of the
proceedings instituted by Mr. Elphinstone shortly after the introduction of the
British Government, It was Mr. Elphinstone who excluded the alienated
revenue of the new provinces from the jurisdiction of the law courts and it was
Mr. Elphinstone who framed a code of rules for the settlement of Inam titles.
The Inam Commission rules were merely an embodiment, amended and enlarged

* Latterly Commissioner under Act XIV of 1857,

appendix

Ipaletter dated 10th August 1824 the’ Deccan
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as experience from tlme to tlme suggested, of the rules originally ‘promulgated
by Mr, Elphmstone, who  enjoined all -Collectors and Political- agents
to proclaim to holders of Inams ¢ that an enquiry into the.validity of their titles
would be made  hereaffer’* 'The exclusion and

Commissioner detniled ‘his ressong for doubting the the mode of settlement, then, was nothmg new. It
validity of tenure of numerous holdings in the Southern

. Mahratta country and forwarded & st of them to the had been so from - the beginning, and the Inam

"Principal Collector at Dharwar for enquiry. The enquiry,

nowever, was but desultory till 1648 when Mr, Goldsmid enquiry ‘ bemg contlnuous though .desultmy was

took 1t up in earnest.

T See sppend:x T, and Sir Charles Jackson's
evidence conclusion para, 98 :

\

. + See conclusion pars. 93 for evidence of Sir Charles Jackson:
--also

incapable in that respect of creating, as it -did not
createt, any excitement whatever. Ever since
Mz. Elphinstone’s proclamation that a future enquiry
into the validity of titles would be'made the Inamdars

- had been expecting enquiry and were prepared-for it, It was perfectly - well

known to every revenue and district officer in the Southern Mahratta country

. that the prospect of the levy after the deaths-of incumbents of the tevised rates -

of assessment on the many ﬁctmous Tnams, rightly described by Mr. Seton-Karr

as held by men of “ no title at all ’ prorduced “little dlscontent even among
themselves, and the reverse of course among the masses who were dels ghtcd “to
see these spurious holders of rent-free lands compelled at last to co’ntnbute

somethmg towards the revenue It was also perfectly well known 1n the .
locahty ‘which holdmgs were of this stamp, and these pretended Inamdars so fa.n
from thinking themselves hardly dealt. with by the new law  were: agreeably

surprised to learn that the term resumption . meant mmply the levy of

assessment after their deaths. They did not expect any such moderation as that
the land would not be assessed at once. They were astonished when told- that
they themselves during life would not be required to pay. rent, ahd more 8o W
find that no interference with the son’s occupancy after the father's desth wad
allowed ’by the Act. Itis eertam that the ITnam Commission jproceedings' had
nothmg to do with the partial ‘and far apai't Tisings in

te*lt of 14 years' operations commencement para. 92, and this Preﬂdenoy ins 1W'81 The eontént “switich the .

\

* operations describod iit paras. 5 and 6 of this” naﬁ‘hhve
produced far outwelghed the discontent ansmg from the prospechve levy of

assessment  upon holdings which every ‘one in- the localxty *knew ‘had no. .
pretensions to exemption. But, it is' eaid, that, ¢ in"‘the “Southern Mah\ratté‘
' ¢ country there were large numbers of Jagheerdars, men of hxgh |

¢ family, proud of their lmeage, proud of then' ancestral )

 privileges, who had never troubled themselves “about tltle. ”

¢ deeds &c.’ and it is left to be mfe,rred that the Inam Commlssmge )

despmled these. 1t is not so. Wlth very fow exeeptxons the Jagheerdarp n
the Southern Mahratta oountry were guaranteed by jreaty and were exempt
from mtexference, not only in respect to ‘their Jagheet lands but in respect
also to those of their pnvate and personal holdmgs within govemment temtory

vSo keenly sens),tlve was Government on the point of mterfermg with theae‘

Jngheerdars or m any way of woundmg thexr suscepub;,hues that it went the
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Jength of exempting from the gcope.of the Inam enquiry those of #is own
aliences whose Inams happened to be topographically within the jagheer border
though held direct from Government ; Inams, indeed, expressly reserved by the
Paramount Power at the date of the grant of the '

‘ ' ; ideration.
Government., When such report was made it underwent " ,

the keenest scrutiny by- every intermediate authority ending with the Home

Government before action was taken, From what the memorial states or
rather leaves to be inferred, it might be supposed that these unprotected chiefs
had been despoiled by the Inam Commission. Not so. They were
confirmed in their estates through the agency of this department
" though having no other title than that which political considerations
suggested. Such were the chiefs of Héré, Gudjendragud, and
Savanoor. It was otherwise, certainly, with an’ inferior class of chiefs in the
Deccan, known as surinjamdars, but Mr. Seton-Karr was describing the
Southern Mahratta country, and even in the Decean nothing could be fairer
than the mode of procedure adoptedt: It was. simply
the carrying out of Mr. Elphinstone’s intentions. '
- The Southern Mahratta jagheerdars, then, were not despoiled by the Inam

T See paras, 70-71 ante.

Commission. Reference is made to the case of the chief of Nipanee, but the -

fact is that the fief which the last of the Sur Lushkurs held upon fendal tenure
lapsed in 1839 on the death without issue of Sidojee rao.

. . . . + The Inam Commission subsequently dealt with some
This was an lmpenal matter and had no concern with Tnams held by the family which from defect in title could only

. L : v ad remain unassessed during the life time of $idojee rao's successor
‘the Tnam Commission. It was even before its tlmQ+. who by adoption became the titular head of the family, but all

Tt is true that the Jambotee Desaee’s service tenure was the inherently continuable muttuns held as Desaec were

. . . confirmed to the family.
curtailed but then the Peishwa’s records disclosed

reasons why it should not be left on its then extensive footing. The statement

that he ¢had been reduced to penury ’ is however exaggerated. The Secretary

- of State reviewed the case and considered it unnecessary to interfere with the
‘Honble Court’s 'decision, which was accordingly allowed to stand, in

confirmation of 'the local government proceedings. These are the only
instances specified though the inference from the text includes the whole body

of chiefs or jagheerdars. As a matter of fact, the class of holders who, for the

most part, came under the Inam enquiry are described and cbrrectly described

by Ml‘-;Seton-K’arr himself, who, also, . at the same time, furnishes the

justification.  He says, ‘men of local influence and energetic character

~ “having grasped at the lands which lay within their reach, in the

¢ general scramble which preceded the downfal of the Peishwa’s

‘ govern-uent, had transmitted their acquisitions to their children

‘ fortified by no better titles than entries in the village accounts,

¢ which a closer examination showed to be recent or spurious—

¢ proI')fietors of precarious title or of mno _ title at all’

* And so it happens that these a].ieneefs, hbybrea?ion (}f }I:hil
j * i i to aphical chance, have been deprived of the benefits of those
]agheer ’ The Jagheerdars, llil faCt’ (133.1116 u}’;l der n‘OtlllaW segtgg;xgnts which co;\fer a freehold in the soil and prezent 1a£se;
. (5 uld not be, as e but, inasmuch as these holdings are of more ancient date than

but the law of the tree}ty T y o0 L. y tl‘\]e ::rllx?:t's estate within the territorial limits of which they
were not, interfered with. Some few of these chiefs Were nappen to be, and were specially reserved by the Paramount
’ : : Power at the date of the chief's assignment of territory, it isa

not PTOteCted by treaty ’ These also were exempt from question whether these alienees, being government aliences, are
3 ; : : not equally entitled to participate in those benefits with the
mterference, ex¢ePt by Specml rePOIt- at the instance of ‘alienees in government territory. The matter is under

Provision 2nd rules 8 and 4 for PERsoNAL holdings page 26. . L . - . .
Provision 5th rule 7 for RELIGIOUS holdings page 87 right when there was no evidence fortheoming fo disprovg
Provision 4th rule 8 for OFFICIAL holdings page 28. . y . . .

described at pages 31 and 32, o L0 a claimant’s assertion that his holding was such as he

87

This was the class prineipally with which the Inam Commission had to do. It

hasbeen stated above what the treabment was (the levy of assessment

prospectively with no interference of occupancy®) in the

Excepting in the rare instances specified in para. 8 event of bad title, and nothing more need be said on

that head ; but it is stated that the Inam Commission

was invested with arbitrary jurisdiction and it is clearly intended to be
understood that this jurisdiction was entrusted to inefficient Hands. Appeal
did not lay with the law courts it i8 true. This was the special arrangement
at first and legislation after of Mr. Elphinstone, but the appellate tribunals
were numerous and led up- to the local and- Home  Governments,
It was impossible that injustice ecould be dome. The proceedings of
the lower courts underwent the severest scrutiny on these occasions,
and it may not be supposed that Inams could be ¢ confiscated’ if, ¢ year after-
¢year had passed; one generation had followed another in-

¢ undisturbed possession, and the great seal of time stood the

¢ holders in stead of the elaborate technicalities of the conveyancer.

Or, that ¢ confiscation ’ could follow-if the Inam Commission ¢ called for titles
that could not be produced.”” I may f.reply to this, that; the ‘great seal of
time > ‘when really imprinted upon- a holding- invariably -secured for it
confirmation of title, and that because the onus probandi made it incumbent on
Government to recognize to its fullest extent the great fact of possession.
' The whole tenor of the Inam law was to admit preseriplive

represented it to be. The non-production of titles, then,
neither did nor could in any way tell against a claimant. I have confirmed
many titles upon the mere fact of possession, a great proportion of‘ which
were no doubt spurious. ¢ Eack day, so proceeds the memorial, ‘ produced its
¢ list of victims—a crowd who came forth from the shearing house shorn
“to the skin, unable to work, ashamed to beg, condemned to penury.’
Such language cannot be justified, nor. cam- it be.explained. How conld a
holder be shorn to the skin when he himself, however bad his titld, was left
untouched, and his son, on: succeeding. to the ocoypancy which the law
. gubranteed to him after his father’s death?; was mersly-

T Excepting in the rare instances specified in para, 8 'required to pay the revised assessment '(perhaps"- onl‘f

partially) which. represented but a portion of the. yield
deed, be said on the. contrary that thd shears were
applicd so lightly as scarce to vindicate the rights of the public; Certainly, if )
anything less than laying on the revised rates of assessment, oftén only . in l;'art"
after the deaths of i'ncumbents.had"v been dons; Government -in its ,capacityfo'é '
guardian and trustee of the public reveaue might' have been charged with

allowing the burdens of the State to be uneQiz‘auy'-boz‘nevby its- subjects for, ag
is now well known, very few Inamdars ‘had any right to exeuption f:rom"’ tho

payment of rent. Tn a few words, then, it' may ‘be said that'the elements of
oxcitement much Jess of rebellion: were not to be traced as-they did not exist {n |
the Inam Commission operations. . How should it be s0? The masses of the

of the land ? It might, in
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people were disinterested spectators except insofur as they rejoiced lo see these
spurious holders of rent free lands compelled at last to contribute something
towards the revenue as they themselves had always done. The small minority
‘had neither right nor influence on its side. The higher class of chiefs, the
‘ Jagheerdars, both in the Deccan and Southern Mahratta country, were not
interfered, with, being guaranteed by treaty The smaller class of chiefs, the

surinjamdars of the Déccan, were being most liberally dealt with, And so, as -

~8ir Charles Jackson truly remarks®, the - Inam Conclision sira. o8
- Commission had nothing ¢ to do with the subsequent enelusion pare. 33

- ¢ outbreak in a part of the Southern Mahratta country, and

¢ there was no rebellion in the other distriots in which Act XI :

‘of 1852 .was put in force, notwithstanding the excitement
¢ occasioned by a mutiny at Kolapore and intrigues at Sattara.’
1 only remains to say a few words on the subject of the Inam Commissioners
and tReir assistants who, it is stated, were ¢ not well versed in the prmcxples of
¢ law and wholly unpractised in the conduct of judicial enquiry.’
Appendlx 8 gives the names of these gentlemen, and it may be added, that, as
~ Government had pledged itself that ¢ none but men of approved talent, judgment and
¢ experience should be chosen as assistants in the Inam Commission,
so, speolal selections from the services were at all times made to fill its ranks,
No one will deny the pec.uhar fitnass of the ocivil element. Members of the
Civil Service specially selected for possessing every necessary qualification, and
as regards the military portlon Government acted with great care and
- prudence. No military officer was appointed even to act whose antécedents
were not of a nhature to ensure snc!ess, and oonﬁrmatlon only followed a long
probation. Most of the military nominees had already sezved a good
apprenticeship undér well known public officers and political chiefs, and many
despatches from the Home Government testify that the selections made were
right selections, More than this need not be sald For the rest, the records of
Government are at hand.

93, Government may consider it wrong that I should introduce
‘Mr. Seton-Karr’s private opinions into this narrative. I must apologise for so
doing, My excase is that they gather weight from being adopted by so
eminent an authority as Sir John Kaye. ~That the historian of the Sepoy War

~ was, however, misled by this memorial we have the evidence of Sir Charles

Jackson, who, in his ¢ vindication of the Marquis of Dalhousie's Indian administration’
remarks upon this pomt Since writing thjs' narrative I have stumbled upon
this httle work, and as it to a great extent corroborates what I have said I
vénture to transcribe the following passage as containing the independent
opinion ofa high law autHority. Sir.Charles Jackson writes, ¢ although I agree

- ¢ with Mr. Kaye in much that hs hassaid of resumption measures

 ‘ I think, that, misled by -Mr. Seton-Karr's memorial, he has

‘ given an exaggerated account of the working of this Act.
* Mr. Seton-Karr is quoted as saying: ¢Each day produced its
¢ ‘hst of*vxctms, and the goad fortune of those who escaped

59

¢ ¢but added to the pangs of the crowd who came forth from

¢ the shearing house, shorn to the skin, unable to
¢ ‘“work, ashamed to Dbeg, condemned to penury &e.
¢ Now, most readers would suppose from these statements that
¢ these Inamdars were immediately turned out of their houses
¢ and lands and reduced to penury. But, in fact, there was no
¢ ousting from possession, the object of these investigations being
‘ & resumption of the right to the land revenue, and not a
¢ resumption of the land itself. The title which was set aside was
¢ not the title to land, but the title to hold it free from the
¢ payment of revenue. It is true, that, in the case of a pretended
¢ village Inamdar, that is, the holder of a whole estate let out to
‘ subholders, resumption became the same as dispossession, |
¢ because its consequence was, that the actual holder of each
‘ field came to pay the assessment of his land direct to
¢ Government, nothing being then paid to the quasi Inamdar. |
¢ But then, in all these cases, the Act of 1862 permitted, .
¢ and the Commissioners always allowed, unless it was a case of
< gross fraud, the person claiming as Inamdar, whose title was
¢ disproved, to retain the privileges of Inamdar during his life.
¢ In this respect, this much abused Act of 1852 was more lenient
“in its provisions than the kindred enactments of the Bengal
¢ Presidency. The Inam Commissioners were, in another respect,
‘ much more lenient than other gesumption authorities. Previous
“to the institution of that Commission it was the universal
¢ custom, in all investigations of the titles of alleged Inams, to
¢ throw the burden of proving his title upon the land owner.
¢ But in 1843 it was settled by the Inam Commission that the

¢ onus probandi was on Government, and. this principle was not
¢ departed from by Act XI of 1852, which recognizes titles with

‘no other foundation than long exemption from payment
‘“of revenue. I shall not dwell further on, this resumptlon
¢ measure, for it must be clear to every unprejudiced mind that
* the oppressive nature of the Act has been greatly exaggerated.
¢ It had nothing to do with the subsequent outbreak in a part
¢ of the Southern Mahratta country, and there was no rebellion
¢in the other districts in which Act XI of 1852 was put in force,

‘ notwithstanding the excitement occasioned by a mutmy at
¢ Kolapore and intrigues at Satara,’

¢

\

94. In concluding this narrative I beg to apolog\lse for the wearisome
length to which it may appear I have drawn it out.

I have the honor to be
) Sir ‘
Your most obedient servant .

ALFRED THOMAS ETHERIDGE Colonel
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"APPENDIX B | .

. CLASSIFIED table shewing the value and present condition after settlement by the Tnam Department of all tenures .e\ land and cash

alienations existing in the collectorate of Belgaum.

The columns are numbered so as fo correspond with abstract statement para. 83

R LAND ALIENATIONS. CASH ALIENATIONS.
Total value on -
m%v _mﬂﬁwwnnwwuoe BESULT OF OPERATIONS. 4 |Total value on RESULT OF OPERATIONS. g
owmnwm”“ﬁwwn Recovered. Confirmed. m the government Recovered. Confirmed. m
” - - >3 —
CrAss or TENURE ovog&oum.\ ) o2 aa - 2 .books at th w 3 =S
D . -1 . . 0] + B Hao . 2
Olass of holdings .m,m &4 .mrw 2 B k] EEEREE B ; “ BEMARIS.
NN Py = = @D ddl @ = L 8
'S & 8l s2 g g @ commencement juk 25| 5 5 ) 83
. . o= g & g = -8 , — el af 1 3 oy
814 | 3 _,mm 55 §f g g K| of alienation |&&% 8| &8 3 B 2
SR FEESE B 5 | 8 seslas | B B | 4
L operations. =92 =
Z B g [da% == g ~ m perations S5 B o = m
- = e =]
1 »
| 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1. Political.......... 0= < = ﬁéxnw Tupces | rupees | Tupees | rupees rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees 2%3» .
. ..&m ..m - 1] 3 H.N.O@O » ‘m m. Wm . HHL.W.N ’ 486 » ’
b »rd * M
II. Personal...........] » § .m . 16,327 | 1,54,356! 16,563 ] ., - ] .m 4,873 . 3,202
I Dewusthan.........| 8 § & & o B e ’ ) ”
IE I 3 » 32,2668 ,, 2 8 = 5t
R m 2t & 3 ” a m. D B T w.%mm 2
IV. Wuttun....... e 3 028 g 2 - 1.99.45 5 @ g o ’ "
B E g = 2 » ” ,29,458 5 8 8 5| 2 3,386 | 13,831 ) ,,
Talooka wuttundars| & m g 8 m. m m = = .
V. whose services have] & & g m_ o , B2 m W. K
N - — o ’ L2 o
> gob Hmnﬂmﬂ&........ .m .m ..“ am ” » UW. LW m nm ” 2] ”» L L] »”
V1. Villa &2 & % g 8y 3
. ge servants.... mm M .W.M S » H.um\mq» 1 » mm s B M 12 85,326
225 e i 8 83 , i ”
% 8 2 2 2 S
o - 123
& = 8,77,261] 16,327 | 3,42,095 1,63,111] ,, g B8 33,778 | 19,408 | 88,812 | 17,339 | ,,

NoTE.—Acreage omitted because not complete tn this collectorate.

APPENDIX C _ o

and pres:nt condition afier settlement by the Inam Depariment of all tenures of land and cash
alienations existing in the collectorate of Kuludgi. T

CLASSIFIED table shewing the value

The columns are nuwmbered go as fo correspond with abstract statement para. 83

&9

. ) - LAND ALIENATIONS. - - CASH ALIENATIONS. -
¢ . aons_.‘ value on :
. the government ResULT OF OPERATIONS. 4 | Total value on RESULT OF OPERATIONS. o
books at the : F T a d 2.
eommencement Recovered. Ooﬁ?ﬁ.o&.. g the government Recovered. Confirmed. g |
‘of alienation 2 o . - 2
Ou,.-Pmm oF TENURE. Omvoﬁwanbm. .dvm - B % . 3 books at the '.m = 53 . $ REMARKS.
‘ S I3TEE S5 | & | &2 | & 388s 5| & | 2 | g :
Class of holdings. 258% s 2 m % < commencement | £ & s %% m g S
- M} - @ o=
) wo B 22} 3 5 g . mw= H(- 2§ g = =
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- 3 = —_ o = rwt = R=1
’ .lmv E m E282 Ze | & M. g operations .mMmm mw s nw g
28 s FEET RE| "L g | T REET|BE | &
IR 2 3 . 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
cps rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees - rupees | rupees | Tupees | rupees | rupees
I. Politicals........f 5 B B » . o 24,538 . 3 2 B » 360 : 2,104 "
T 3 < 3 3 ) . ‘m L L= ~
II. Personal......... m R m .m » 4,862 | 75,073 | 19,476 " m o m m ” 3,935 2,310 | 4,366 i
. W - m : - - = o M B B
HHH. bmsﬁmwgd.::w.:.:: W ma “mlm p” . it u@.&@ﬂ [T} »» m m. m nom 1] . ” &uwua 12 »
' L. - Q o B . ) . . = ° — [
IV. Wattun...... el g . 31 e » . |otsosl , |S & 8 B » ” . 10921
N ‘& B S . .
falooka wuttundare g » 2 i 5 g =
- . “* e T . < @
4. ‘WOBO services hav o “ ‘m % 'Y Y] » ' » n“ m n.m w 1) » 39 » ” .
."  been retained...... 4 o .W m . . nm 5 E m
o ~ . ey
oL . - = B ) Q =] . : -t B Q <
4«. .SE% Bervatits. ... Hw u,. . m .mo T » o [L20,819 " " Nm g m dm_o »” » 78,914 o »
s EE A . 5 % 3 M
B > - ; :
T A @ . 4,862 (2,19,120 1,353,822 * ,, A& 5o 4,205 | 86,180 | 17,412 |

NoTE.—Acreage omitied because

not complete in this collectorate.
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APPENDIX D

JQN&@QNNHNB&&2@«8@.%&@%?« sxm .»:.%miaea&&e:a\\% &&@%ﬁ@%?&x b%al»ﬁio\am%s:w%o\ .~§& az&&g
A alienations existing in the collectorate of Sholapoor. .

The columns are numbered 80 as to correspond with abstract statement para. 83

B A LAND ALIENATIONS. CASH ALIENATIONS.
Total value on . .
the government RESULT 0F OPERATIONS. - Total val RESULT OF OPERATIONS. u
books at the - g ° value on 8
Re d. . *
o oM»mnMwMMmW%Mn covere Confirmed Lm the government Recovered. Confirmed. ﬂm
Crass or TENURE. __operations. ;B4 ks m . . 2 |books at thelg2 < g3 . K REMARKS,
‘ Class of holdings. m..m mm I = = g 258 #5 = B 8 .
: 588 m s 8 a g < commencement |5 S 28| so g i ”.o
@ = W
i = B g =t ) o gl &8 g b= a
8 2 g |3E5=2 2 H 8 3 ‘d of alienation |[2:8<.2] = A & 3 ‘8
oo L] = = [ - =1 < - 4 m b R
= | 5| 2 |e28% 22 & S g 22 8% Z° 8 8 &
— RO . — 0 @ Hay N
22| A [<g# BS ¥ =) & operations, |4 3& B m Al sl M
, 1 2 3 4 ) 6 7 8 9 10
e o rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees
I. Political.; ....... .. .,m .m M 13,410 ” 2,213 ' ..m m M.. 363 » 15,557 w@. .
II. Personal...... . v g 2 - & .m
el S 37 3,382 | 47,885 | 539 a1 [ B 1,860 3,738 os2 | .
= 2 I o B o
III. Dewusthan.......... - mm . 4,662 " 71 m g '3 =4 ’ 10,138 ’ ’
IV. Wuttan...........|] £ 8 § & . < s f =
V. Wattun............. w m g M&u: w 3 3 mo.wwu ’” m .m m - Mu. ’” 1 _..N.AMO 13
Talooka wuttundare] & m ..M g - _...m m m g =
-] — 3
V. whose services have] = o g & o E 101 | & 3 8 B
[_— b4 ~ »» » ’» 101 .IV.,. cm M & ” ” 3 T
- been retained.. . T 2 5 % 'S = @ 8
& B 5 g R
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NOTE.— Acrenge omitted because not complete in this SN.EQS:«@.

APPENDIX E

CLASSIFIED table shewing &&eiﬁ&iN:.&E&gam&&aQw&..&&?a%:@\? N:Ea b%&.\egie\a&&:S.%Q.Sx&aa&ag%m
alienations ezisting in the collectorate of Satara. . .

The columns are numbered s0 as {o correspond with abstract stutement para. 83

LAND ALIENATIONS. ’ ) CASH ALIENATIONS.
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of alignation - = - 2
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R E g & 85,943 |1,62,8631,63,232 | 60,068 | - »

- 2,96,500| 33,896 |5,40,890 (2,735,741 575

NoTE.—dAcreage omitted because not %:%Em in thia collecforate.
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APPENDIX F

- ~CLASSIFIED 3@? ..,.\R§§ &m e&ﬁ. &:w present condition g\«s. settlement by the Inam b@caiaﬁi of all
~ . alienations existing in the collectorate of Poona.

Y

The columns are numbered so as to correspond with absiract stalement pare. 83

.

tenures of land and cash

. LAND ALIENATIONS. CASH ALIENATIONS.
Total valueon. | - ; s :
the governmest RESULT OF OPERATIONS, m Total value on RESULT OF OPERATIONS. .
s ﬁ - ~ -
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T - Bl A3 ] B = - = g RA° g -5 a T
. ] 1 4 (8553 2 @ 3 g of alienation L35« g| ='H < 3 3
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=1 . . © ’ 2 N = - -
Talooka asﬁmm_u L m | m.. g £ 8 88t &
- . . Q - Q _ bl
q. whose Services Ed ” Lm m N - 3 ”» Yy o am., M.w W - ’ ” ”» ”
> » - © [~ JErYN » >» © o .
, been retained......., .m m. = © 3 ..m. = 6
. R ™ ° - T —
" S 5 8 & 3 S £ :
VI. Villago servants....| & & % 2 : 58,906 ,, o mm ,m g 3 " 90,665 | 307 :
@ B nmw. a v lln.v. <
333 N ,
- . g & 1,99,675 21,124 |1,76,409 67,718 | 101 g 8 1,27,137] 65,714 [1;44,915] 67,227 | 207

- Nore.—dcreage omitted because not complele in this collecturate.
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Qhk@hb«ﬂ@b table shewing the value and present condition after %\&ase.i by the Inam b%&.&:&& of all

tonures of land and cash
alienations existing in the collctorate of Ahmednagar. )

The columns are numbered 30 as to correspond with abstract statement para.- 83

. LAND ALIENATIONS. CASH ALIENATIONS.
. Total value on
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. books at the R d Confirmed N R d Confirmed e
) commencement ecovered. onfirmed. m the government ecovered. onfirmed. g
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v . > (= Q S -y
V. whose services hav ” lm m . M & ’y ” 3 » B LM m L ”» » [0 ”»
boen retained......| § £ 5 .8 E % 2 K -
P w - o
- -1 [ '8 o S @
VI. Village servants....| & @ m W »  } 486611 -» |8 @ 2 s » PBLI |, ”»
. g 83 a « 3 @
- Qo + &) ’
2% 53z , -
N g & 9,49,543 | 14,133 [1,76,105 | 83,825 ” e A 1,68,715, 19,774 [1,40081 | 83,245 | ,

NotE.—~Acreage omitted ‘because noé complete in ihis collectorate. \ - ,
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- CLASSFFIED table shewing the value

waMZUuN H

The columns are numbered 40 as to 8....«.%3& with absiract slatement para. 83

&:« 3&%& condition a\.«% «&&3«& by && Inam b%az:gi of all
a~§§§ existing in the 35&&.&% of Rutnagiri.

tenures of land and cash

- LAND ALIENATIONS.

CASH ALIENATIONS.

* R .Hﬂaamao«%”.ﬂmmn RESULT OF OPERATIONS. m Total yalue on RESULT OF OPERATIONS. v e
, g
. ' . [
~~| books at the Reécovered. Confirmed. g the governmment Recovered. Confirmed. g
{ ‘commencement b ] governmen : 2
[ of alienstion - - 3 book the| 2 T £ - .
Crags or TENURE. operations. ..m,.tm 1 .m .m - . ooks at the .w.wm 1 &8 : . @ BEMARKS,
oo - [ ctass ot holdings, * B mm B 3 m % | commencement &5 38| <% = B ,.M. :
—T 0= 2 a : g ~ 2 238 8 = . ’
mu .m & ;m.“m Mum .m.m m g m of alienation .mww.vm..um .m, m m 3 .m
° orE | 2 13588 3. . 5 ¥ 42| =5 ‘3
. = 3 mm.mM mm - i .m operations. mmmw Ww o "m g
= A el ° | A v = 5 : A
1 2 3 4 1 s 6 (] 8 9 10
rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees | repees rupees | rupess | rupees | rupees § rupees
1. Political........ - 1,130 » 2,061 1 2 i % 10,379 m... 440 m.“ ,
P . ‘ | N . - = Y- .
I Personal..... ... s 3 .m 805 | 44,812 7,895] 26857 8§ .m 3,215 | 2,700 | 2,824 156
IIL. Dewusthan............ ,m. £ ¢ wo | 10,785 BRI 5 wo | 16337| 51
. " b M 1 R
IV. Wuttan..... g EZ|l |- | o] - |2 g A2 .1, 57| .,
.2 L..r o ! .c -~ ”
Talooks wattundarsl § m g i1 8 m. g g & 2
=3 N |
- < ﬂromo mogog HS.A ” w S N ih) ) -9 x»cu._. . co.a. 5] M ”» ” 2 Hquwmmé. -
= S o nM - L+ ° o o
. been rotained.. e 805 @ < ) g8 § = 3
. .18 - g 9.8 3 : .
¥I. <~.=QW0 servanis... , & ] m S » 1,363 9 Rt g ..nam S = ”» 19,270 3 »»
: 2 8 3 o 3 g8 = ° .
g 8 9224 | 1,935 | 56,940 | 10,257 { 10,104 g B 9,546 | 13,654 | 38,307 | 3,521 | 18,189

NoTE.—Acreage omitted because not complele in thig collectorats.

» :_wEm held on cond, or lease, not capable of immediate settlement.
+ Scttlement in abeyance ?é%:: introduction of revised revenuc sarvey (Resolution No. 4159 dated Mh Septenber 1872, pare ?)

>HWHZUHN ) 4

Qh&@w&m&@b ?2« &::S:.Q N\a value and Nx.&&& 25&&8: a\%w settlement by the Naas b%s.&xmi of all tenures of NE:N and cash
~ alienations existing in the 8&%?3& of Colaba.

The 8?33. are numbered so as fo 33.3%3& with abstract statement para. 83

" CLASS OF TERURE.

LAND ALIENATIONS.

CASH ALIENATIONS.

H_c»& -value on
the government

RESULT OF

OPERATIONS.

‘baoks ~ at"
" commencement

the T°

Becovered.

Confirmed.

of alienation -
operations.

Class of holdings,

‘ Villlggos.‘
Lands.

Umauls.

’ 1A pS
including credits
. from all recent
settlements.

\Irea
one or more lives.

Will ia.pse, after

Pemanently.. 3

Heréditarily,

Remaining for settlement.

Total yalue on

RESULT OF OPERATIONS.

the government

bookd at the
commencement
of alienation

- operations.

Recovered,

Confirmed.

from all recent
settlements,
Permanently.

Alroady lapsed,

including credits
one or more lives.

‘Will lapse, aftet

Hereditarily,

Remaining for settlement,

REMARKS.

»

.
w
:

[}

-
.

©

1

1. Political

II. Pergonal .........
,mHH.A Dewusthan .:......
: H<. Wuttun

o .u&oo.rn wuttunda
", V. whoee services bav
A been no.?»ﬁo_n. e

-
& e

5 pastignlarioed it this

3

[Rem—y— o

'Y t&_tal’ of rupees 59,693

9,087

”

11

.J.mxau

"
26,209
11,072

» 2,342

TUupees
9

7,862

T 11

207

rupees

. 1,656

7”

" a total of rupée& 66,519,

period to admit of accnrate specification.
The Collector's aéconﬁ’ts merely exhibit

.4 Not suﬁicién‘tl

”»

- 9,067

V37488

10,294

2,744

Not sufficiently particularised at this

period to admit of accurate specification. .
:The Collector’s accounts merely exhibit

4
s

12,540

.
~

rupees

927
1 E

12,134

rupees

2,571

"

18,239

12,540

13,061

2,571

\
»

- NoTE.—Acreage omitied becausc :&8:.%@« in this collectorate.
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APPENDIX J

CLASSIFIED table %&s% the value and prescnd condition a\«% settlement by the Inam Department of all §S§. of land and cash
alienations existing in the collectorate of Tanna.

The columns are numbered o as fo correspond with abstract statement para. 83

LAND ALIENATIONS. i CASH >HLHEZ>&HQZm.
Total value on s . . .
the gove zﬂs t RESULT OF OPERATIONS. m Total value on RESULT OF OPERATIONS m
bo t the :
oohhonwngonn Recovered. Confirmed. qwmu the government Recovered. Confirmed. mm.“
of alienation - . B -
CrA#s oF TENURE operations. |sm,, | B3 . . 2 books at the .m.um - g m . . i REMARES.
( ’ . ¢8 dm| &.5 B > 5 . @ gl .5 ) > b
Class of holdings. [&. 2 g m « .M " " % [ commencement 2 g ] ] M o E “m ..N N
1 M $8 m - 8 N = @ O 1 - a
4 . .m..mam,m &8 g g m of alienation .m..mo < mm & m ] 3 8
g | 2 .m ‘MMMM ...l.xm Pu nm g operations Mme = . m . wm g
B85 | 4[85 | F8 g | oreeion QEET By | o g
: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
. | rupees | Tupees | rupees | rupees | rupees rupees | rupees | rupees | rupecs | rupees
I. Political........... - .m m R ...m ) » 445 | 10,008 ” m m m ' 109 6,331 1,875 ”
. - . 2 = .2 e
HH. Personal............ k- Jm 1m 10 49,053 wunﬂom . 568 2 ucm -m 2,818 2,064 1,964 »
. Mﬁ . ] d & y g - -
HAH .—uoﬁd.mﬁu.g..... cossn ‘m m. \m. m » Hmvoam ” ” m W m 1,_.un ” ﬂ.mmO » ”»
o @ © o . ] @ @ ©
IV. Wattun...... ] B o2 B2 » ” 4,585 .m e O =1 g » . 119550 |,
=1 @ — ] 8 .“ = nb)
Talooka wuttundar M. m m m. M. & m m W . x .
V. whose sorvices have] ., g & » : . |esz o8 g F 373 » 728 | 5,507
been retained......| § Y = .,w. Tz %
: - 3 = 8 2 8 8 3
V1. Village servaiits....| & * § 8 no | 24351 . € % % 8 o 48601 [ "
2.8 = ¢ 2 8 g e
£33 EN -
) g &8 5,918 10 | 85,885 | 50,249 | 17,110 g & 18,880 | 3,300 | 64,256 | 24,117 | 5,597

NoTE.—.dcreage omitted because not complete in this collectorale.

APPENDIX K

th.mﬁ\ﬁh@b table shewing the value and present condition’ a\?x scttlement by the Inam Department of all ftenures of NE:N and cash
alienations existing in the collectorate of Nasik.

, The columne are ::Swa.& s0 as o correapond with absiract statement para. 83

] LAND ALIENATIONS. . CASH ALIENATIONS.
’ . p.“uon_o«”_hwuwﬂa RESULT 0F OPERATIONS, < RESULT OF OPERATIONS. u
books at the : g | Total value on : g
commencement | Recovered. Confirmed. g h Recovered, Confirmed. g
of slienation . - 4 = the government 2
Orass or Taxvusk. operations. |3+ 58 . ] € |books at thely3s | B3 . 2 BEMARKS,
Class of holdings. P.m 88| g =3 B g 298x| B4 & B S
. a888 -8 q . "m - commencement [5'8 28| 52 | m ” i
1 1 . |L.e=g B3| § | £ ) . [ee=8 B5 | 5 | 3 | &
S 5| 3 .m.w.mm “.Ma £ g .m 8 of alienation 39 mﬂ a5 m S 8
2 S8e =2 > . . . m.l b =0 o
N m "m 3 A.m.m -3 m u = nm operations, E &% B m a4 t mmm
.1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 9 10
- rupecs | rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees | rupces
1. Politioal.. .......... - ..m 5 » | 23,639 | 1,634 | 36,006 | 4777 | F w | 63023 5830 | .
Lo o - ) - s ot =
II. Personal............| .m m » | 2,008 | 63,308 18,942 | 1,177 | 3 m m . | 423 | 5018 ] 3,808| 2,78¢
- : _ ® ©
IIT. Dowusthon...........[ § 3 g " wo sl o, |8 F g ” w o 26106 |, 527
. S R ' 3 .
IV. Wattun.......... ..m 3 o g - " SRR SR I B . | 23806 .
 Talooka wattunds m 4 3 m _. 4 m M m , )
. & g}
V. whose services hav o m k] a ” » . ” 341 .M . m «w. m ” ” ” ” - 751
boen retained......| 4 F § % R E
- 1~ Q - . . s o
.qﬁ. q—EﬂG servants. .. ....m mv M » ” qw.mwdm ” ” M m .W” 1) " 0—.&»0 ” 13 .
| 2 4§ 3 5 8 8
g §. ¢ 2 2 e
- 5 43 = .m 3
< <

» | 26,237 [1,49,052 | 68,268 | 6,295 o | 10541 [1,22,439 | 33,142 | 4,062

v Y ) NoTR—Acreage omitled because not complete in this collsctoratls.

\

0L

[ $



.~ APPENDIX L
Qh\»@m.wﬁﬁwb table &as.:.q the value and %E%i condition after settlement by the Inam U%E.:ﬁi of all tenures of land and cash

i alienations existing in the. 8:8&3& of Khandesh. - : . :
4 mw ‘ . The columns are numbered so as o 83.3‘8.& with absdvact statement para. & - .
. v "LAND ALIENATIONS. . = : " CASH ALIENATIONS.
- wn_.w.mw_o«%“.wmwn BESULT OF OPERATIONS. < I'Total valne on RESULT OF OPRRATEONS. g
. . =]
ﬁw{nawﬂ " Recovered. Confirmed. m tho government | . Becovered. |  Confirmed. g |
e ti, . of alienation - | — , ; ‘ — £ :
Craki o Tanuss. | om.on-:cnu s 8 Mm N M books at’ thel . 2. Mm 5 2 BEMARKS,
B . N . ./ 3 B E L’ ‘“J ’ ) ‘ 3 b — v.' r ) )
L ol Q‘u&ﬁ:ﬁ.nma M. mm J.M 3 .m "~ % | commencement _m.c m.m e,.m g E .mu
L. - o ,..k4 - — =] 2 h- K- e N @ o N =1
. - M m : W .u .W..Wam u.mm m.m m b 8" | of alienation ..m.mﬁaum 23 m .m .m
bk E | = - - Sad] T *
' ? ) ..mu.mm m.o 5 2 . . g8 mO 1 g
- Wm _m m.,m. Wm A W e operations. m..m.mn Wm & | | g
1 S O X 3 s b 6 1 8 9 10
. i i 5 r rupees | rupees | rupees | rupees | rupoes ) rupees | rupess | rupees | rupees | rupees
I. Political....... e Z 5% 14,223 ” 11,147 46 |2 g =B : 8,688 | 9,791 6,000 2,686
) el d g T 1E &5
IL. Personal........ vl 3 8 3 4,017 | 79,144 | R e m q . 6214 | 675 | 2,951 | 7,069
c e . ; . )
HHH. Dewusthan.. . . M qm. m ” -.§ ” » ”m W -m. M’ ” uw.cwu ) 1
B . > : @
IV. Wattan............ g 8%l o ” o loses] L |2 = 8 & - . RETY
SR N N (<} m .- w “ o w - L.v a -«
Talooka wuttundsrsl % § 3 W = - M. m 2 & m. -
Y. whoso services have - um.. £ 8 F S || . seer| o |28 §El P | aam]| 812 ] 385
! : 3 ey © : ' B e °
i voaJ no»Eu&:w..,.. ! .m .m m 3 ‘ v .m .m ,m ...uw
VI. Village servants.... m cm M .m » 1,983,077 o g % M S » 119644210 ”
33 > s = 8 §
Z R 9 - ‘ — % ® 2 -
. m. a8 9,07,080 | 19,820 [2,83,665| 36,567 | 468 |7 B & 32,774 | 19,335 [2,19,001 | 48,315 | 10,140
B N NoTE.—Acreage omitted besause not complete in this colleclorate. : -

. ) | " APPENDIX M
Qhk@mﬂmﬁ@b ?2« &sss@ the e&:« and present n&&.?ﬁ after settlement by the Inam Depaitment of &N tenures of land and 3&.
aliéhations éxisting in the collectorate of Surat.

i

;T A . -The columns n.w. aca&&.&-ea.? correspond §§ abstract statement para. 83 .. . )
ol ST "~ 'LAND ALIENATIONS. OASH ALIENATIONS.
I - - "} 'Total value om | e , . : - N
- the gov ont | ~ BESULT OF OPERATIONS. «  |Total value on BESULT OF OPERATIONS. o )
© fbicks at the . , 8 , e
commenocement Recovered. - Confirmed. . g the government |  Becovered. Confirmed. g8
: of alieuation —— 1 2 . _ - - .
."CLASS OF TRNURR. operations. ,mm Mm - . S | books at the) -S. 58 .| . ) = REMARES.
no i - ; . . b P i . @ o ﬂh- -”o .Wn £
‘e - Class of holdings, m.u.mm 44 | % < commencement m.m $% % = ‘8 ..oma
wodl SE 083 | S| 21 lELiE g8 8§ | £ | B
g bva g eg 4 .m ‘3 " of alienation v.“m‘m 2y &H g 9 F &
g oy & oS — m - ot el Il V) g [ 3
¢ B8 = M‘mmm mm v nm n.m m operations. |m mm 2 s nm m
: B 5| IR B WEERE L .
- 1 ey 8 4 5 6 | T 8 9 10
. S .\,..tm.cl. rupels \.....wa. rupses | rupess - . rupess | rupees | fupees | rupees | rupees
g W S R 229 " T T .m m 3 ’ 1,31,888 » 68,718 1 4,139
s v ‘ [ B =90 s . - L
ER .01 ¢ |wem jaue209) 1435 | sa7e | 3 . E 4881{ 10,775 | 4,33¢|
B RSN 1 - - & . 1. o :
...TW -w- W ” 15,174 » - ” . ”w M. .m. m = B BT 11,268 » T o
5% R0k T R Bl BT R - B3l 5 2| 20484 f Ty
m 23l = ‘ . - € 5 83] § |
5 B ‘ I EEIER I
d i .’Ol 3 ,\ 2" [ 3] » ” -‘l”o‘ M a - "
.m‘ -" M L . - - m W ..N -N -
- iR BRI o g 4 8 & :
- . o028 , Jasss] &g S g 8 n | 42,881 | 899
@ NN .
8 g ‘ v e 2 83«
TS | . . | 338y |-
oot ® . i Y > - H - - . . -
e 71,811 |-19,753 [3,69,788 | 14,254 | 9,059 .N m. 3] 1,04,981 |1,36,797 | 94,028 | 73,062 | 5,038

Zmn..h.l.h%%% omitied because not complele in this collectorate,
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APPENDIX N

CLASSIFIED {able .&ss:.q the value and presené condition after scitlement by the Inam b%&.?&i of all tenures of land and cash
« alienations 3.2.3@ in the collectorate of Droach. ,

The columne are numbered so as to correspond with abstract stafement para. 83

. LAND ALIENATIONS. CASH ALIENATIONS.
Total value on . ‘ v
the government BESULT OF OPERATIONS. g Total value on BESULT OF OPERATIONS. 4
books at the o
commencement Recovered. _ Confirmed. Mm |the government| Becovered. Confirmed. g
of alienation : - ]
. o . . . . P
Criss oF TENURB, ~ operations. 52 v 53 S L a books at the | -2 . 83 . . 3 BEMARKS.
[Clams ot holdingr |22 85| S5 | & | & | & ESEs S5 | & | 2 5
ass of holdings. [ & £3| 3’ 2 T s | commencement [25 2% o 4 m <
- ] 28 a = .n [~ @ O 2 h »
g 4 .m.u.omua “mn.m .m.m .m. 3 .m. .of alienation .m. vwa m.m SH m 3 .m
o 2 oS E8 =° 8 gg9g8!l =8 S ‘e
a = g8 = o . 8 . sB3g = @
= 8|3 Eses e o ar | operations. }Z L@ Do -4 = g
2| B3 [g& BS o2 SEC - a
1 2 3 T 5 6 7 -8 9 10
. . . *ghuoﬁh ‘ﬁ‘an& *éﬁﬁﬂ rupecs %&wn rupecs TUup rup r rupeecs *
I. Political........... 2 8 3 . .,. ool w |8 g 3 3,648 345 | 18,452 »
- ﬁ H - L 1 *
II. Persopal............ % 3 .m 138 [3,71,159] 11428} .,,- | % & ! 4,958 553 | 1,536 "
o g2 . g ¢ .
vl > b= y . E
III. Dewusthan........... .m .m. am m. » 20,287 ' ' .m W m %,. " 4,028 " "
- - * @ o © .
IV. Wuttun............ E m m i 425 | 17,931 , " m g H 21 o (123 |1e3| ”
’ - - « I~ B - -
Talooka wiittundar m g 9 3 = - 2 8 ¢ g o
- . -9 m g “ s m 3 m. °
V. whose services havel », w 8 £ - " ' 243 » o S 243 ’ 436 » .
s been retained...... um .om @ M m .M = %
] g R 2 B =
VI. Villago servants....} & 8 m 3 . 002!, 1,126 m .m m. 3 . 2811 4,523
g S =5 28 8 3 =«
o . [~
M g O -
£ 3 - —|— —l=z € 3 | ——
e A 1,87,710| 563 (520,379 | 11,671 | 1,125 g & 53,492 110,072 | 48,356 | 20,444 | 4,523

NoTE.—dercoge omitted becavss not

APPENDIX ©

complete in this collectorats.

th,mﬁ;dm.b lable ;&3@ the yalue and present condition after settlement by the Inam Department of ail tenures of land and cash
" - alienations existing in the collectorate of Kaira. -

The columns are numbered 0 as o correspondawith abstract statement para. mu

. LAND ALIENATIONS. CASH ALIENATIONS. B
Total value on RESULT OF OPERATIONS. ; ) . RESULT OF OPERATIONGS. 3
%Eﬂa«éﬂusmﬂw < Total value on 5
& ] - . - o
oomumwao.oaouw Recovered. Confirmed. m the government |  Becovered. Confirmed. L.m
- “of alienation B ) T - B
CLASS OF YENUBE. operations, ’ ...mm F] . A ] books at thel . ®2.. 53 m REMARKS.
. . oz &.E Lo B & 2T @ 4| H.4 b B s
, (lass of holdings. m.m mm “. .M M ..m. ..M_ commencement mm mm W.M = ..m ama
) 80, el ) 80— < e = .m
. -] < : Yummum .m.m m .m Hm of alienation m,m.m..mmw \MJ.m g d .m
2l 3| 22258 35| 5 | £ | % . 223 5 | B | 8 g
m m .m EEE | .Wm Ay -H 2 operations. SRS m - H K ,
1 2 3 4 5 6 | 7 _ 8 9 10
: o, ) . . . rupees § Toposd | rupess | rupces ces : TUpses | rupdees | rupees rupéees | rupees
I Political .........| § & = " 0 1,708 w..m. 3 43 Rh 1,346 | 4,729 | 35,070 b
<} ..m . pre BN B =
II. Personal ..........| % 3% 14,476 648822110731 | 2367 | % & % 1,721 { 6,055 | 26006 |
) b b R ’ 3 oo i ,
1IE. Dowusthan ........ .m 278 o | ssen| . | 28%E . | 8ame | "
. . ! Q . B oo@ 9 &
IV. Wattun ......... 1 @ g » 910 | 183 , 2283 o . 1,145 . .
: 23s3t s 01 L oy 12 E eS8 ,
- Talodks wuttundsrd § 5 3§ & m. % 8 8 ¢l = ) )
V. whose services Yav B om m .M » » |18,479 ” ” .m m .m - 213 | 22,860 -
3 . . ) -~ 0 e -
- been uogb& ...... .m ,m .m. M . A o .m .m ,m m
VI S_rwzaaam ..... g e T < oy ] 64407 20, ¢ ¢ 3 2 yy [67.846 |, 66
@ - . : @ = N
53¢ L B
. o . - -
L A 23,209 | 14,476 [7,45860 | 3,000 | 2,387 | T & & ° |111,076] 3,360 {88,151 | 83,936 | 66

“.Zrnﬂ.lhs,sa% 5&& ,wiga‘ ngt complgte iy this collectorate, *
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STATEMENT shewing the proportion of land alienations o net land revenue, ind the
per centage of award lo distriet and village officers from net realizations

" Amount
T g Net.land | Alienations awarded to | Ter centage to
=
2 : . . - . the offices the net land
2 ] revenue for villages Proportion to the of the !
: COLLECTORATES . - land hereditary | FeVeRue after | REMARKs
e the year lands net land revenue | 4idi it and deducting
Pt illae . . .
% N 1870-71 umuls 2}%&;& alienations
= : o
1 ) 2 3 4 ) 6 7
ripees rupees rupees
A | DHARWAR ............} 2218854 | B3,67,919 |  abous one siath 1,32,650 | about 7 per cent
B | BELGAUM........ ceeend] 18,07,176 | 0 5,05,206 | above one fourth 99,157 | wunder 8 per cent
C KULUDGI'..............L 15,29,085 3,4‘7.951 wnder one fourth 189,836 under 8 per cent
D | SHOLAPOOR............} 9,738,146 | 99,141 above ons tenth - 86,082 | under 10 per cent
E [SATARA................ 25,56,786 ] 8,17,206 about one third 1,48,970 | above 8 per cen
F | POONA ....... eniens 14,05,045. | 2,44,228 abovsone sizth | 1,14,854 | under 10 per cent”
. @ | AHMEDNAGAR. ........| 16,88,069 | 2,59,930 | adove one sevent 1,56,839 { ‘wnder 11 per cent
H | RUTNAGIRI............ " 9,87,875° 77,301 aBove one thirteenth + 37,509 | abow 4 per cent
I | COLABA ................ 760,092 | 50,626 |  about e fifssenth 82,108 | above 4 per oent
F |TANNA ... e | 14,93,669 | 1,43,244 under one tenth 1,09,908 [ under 8 per cent
K| NASEE ...l 1557,070 | 228615 | above onesevensh | 2,065,868 | wnder 18 per cent
L | KHANDESH ....... o] 3166463 | 820,700 above one toelfth 4,55,388 | under 15 per cent
M | BUBAT ................ 28,91,138 | 3,93,101 under one seventh 1,85,872 | under 8 per cent
-3 BROACH ...... e, " 27,12,006 |. 5,33,175 abous one fifth. 1,78,690 above 8 per cent
C O IEATBA.................1 2869,085 | 7,79,338 | above one fourth 1,76,006 | undsr 9 per cent
P | AHMEDABAD ......... .| 18,61,694 }- -4,67,188: ¥ about one fourth 77,382 abooe B per cent
. : ‘5 N
Q | GODRA PUNCH MAHAL ” ” » ” »
Wholly remaining to be settied, '
L 4
1
Total..| 3,10,76,412 | 56,29,764 |  above one sizth 22,88,03¢ | under 9 per cent

A,

|-
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APPENDIX §

Shewing the names of those gentlemen who have served in the Inam Commission

Name, (and present’ rank (or rank at
date of death or retirement)

Rank and date of first
entry..

B Remarks.

HENRY EDWARD GOLDSMID
CrviL SERVICE .
deceased

. Hon’ble WILLIAM HART
CIVIL SERVICE
retired

16th June 1843

MEMBER of CoMMITTEE

Afterwards Chief Secretgry to Government.

17th January 1844

MEMEBER OoF COMMITTER

‘
~ Afterwards Inam Commissioner, Secretaryto
Government. Judge of High Court.  Revenue
Commissioner and Member of Legisiative Council,

Lieut.-Col. MICHIE FORBES GORDON
retired

18th August 1847
Asst. INAM COMMISSIONER
Sfrom political department

'

Afterwards Inam Commissioner,

Captain CHARLES JOHN GRIFFITH
. deceased

22nd March 1851

AsST. INAM GOMMISSIONER)| |

Affterwards Fnam Commissioner,

Brigadier Genl. J. W. SCHNEIDER C. B.

lefi department

22nd May 1851
AssT, INAM COMMISSIONER
]

Afterwards Judge Advocate General of the
Army, and now Political Resident at Aden.

Lieut.-Colonel T. A. COWPER
' 1jatired )

OHARLES JAMES MANSON
O1viL SERVICE
deceased

4

| \

23rd May 1854 .
AsST. INaM COMMISSIONER|
Srom public works department

Y Afterwards Imam Commissioner. Revenue

Comms, Jor alienations, and Cominissioner,
Hyderabad Assigned Uistricts. "

28th June 1851

A3ST: INAM COMMISSIONER

v

Afterwards Inam Commissioner, and Political
Agent Southern Makratta country, :

Colonel A. T. ETHERIDGE . 8. L.

present Incumbent

12th April 1852
Assr. Inam CoMuissioNEr
Jrom: political department

Afterwards Asst. Revenue Commisstoner, Now .
Inam Commissioner under Sect. 9 Act II of 1863
and Alenation Officer Deccan and .Southern -
Mahratta country, In charge of Poona Duftur
and records §e.

Hon'ble FRANCIS STUART CHAPMAN

CiviL SErvIicE
left department

23rd June 1852
AssT. INAM COoMMISSIONER|
in charge of Huk enquiry,

FOBSTER FITZGERALD. ARBUTHNOT

CrviL SERVICE
left department

Secretary to Government and Member of Supreme
Legisjative Council. .

21st April 1856

SPECIAL DUTY GUZERAT

Afterwards Collector of Bombay.
iy

v

Hon'ble E. W. RAVENSCROFT
’ Civir SERvVICE
left department

12th May 1856

S - L

1

Govermment and Member of Legisiative Coundil,
. ' . A

Msjor PETER DOLS
relived

N

29nd November, 1856
AssT. INAM COMMISSIONER

Hon’ble BARROW HELBERT ELLIS
o " CrviL BERvIOR
. left department

25th April 1857
RERVENTE CoMirtssioNER
FOR ALIENATION®

*| _Afterwards Secretary to Goveriimant. - Member
0, y o

ouncil Bombay; and now Member of Bupreme
overnment. .

WILLIAM GEORGE PEDDER B. A.
Crvin Bervios |
left depariment ! .-

14th Fobruary 1859 -

SeECIAL DUTY GUZERAT .
A

' JAMES BRATTHWAITE PEILE M, A’ |

- .CrviL SERVICE
_ left depariment,

19th: March 1861 -
 SETILEMENT OFFICER
GUZERAT

JAMES BELLOT RICHEY
CrviL SERVICE
loft department. .

' 5th February 186? ”
Asst. Bey. Con, N. D.

EDWARD HOPE PFROIVAL
. " QIVIL SERVICE
+ left department

r

28th August 1863
SETTLEMENT OFFICER
' GUzERAT

Agent in Kattiawar,

-

Pergunah, Commissioner at Nagpore, and now
Municipal Commissioner Bombay, - =~ . . .-

Afterwards :Under Secretary to Go've'mmentl -
Director qj‘L Pudlic Instruction, and now' Pdliticai .

" .’L«» o »' ,:

" Afterwards Under \;Seore't'ary to Governminé,
ana now Talookdaree seitlement officer Guzerat. -

T T ’
. A}ﬂmrdt"l’rivqtq Secretory to the Governor,
and how speciad politicsd gy, - .. - -

! Kt

Afterwards Collector of Satm;a, and now Chief

.
N

'Aﬁerddrda ‘ Inam  Commissioner .}V;ndv‘ea; -;
: P . “{Pergtnak, und now Acting Chief -Secretary to'»,
| SPECIAY, DUTY GUZERAT

Afterwards Ingm Commissioner, audlbirwtor; !
of Public Inssuction in the Central Provinces. . .
R e A

1

1

N

| Afterwards’ Inam Commiisioner Mandves,”
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APPENDIX T

Guwing questions and answers referred toin Note § pars. 2 of Narrative.

\

QuestioNs pur BY MR. HART 10
Mz. REEVEs.

/
MER. REEvVES’ REPLY.

* _ 1st. Whether the establishment of the
Inam Commission caused any general
feeling of alarm, distrust, or discontent,
among the inhabitants of the districts
under your supervision ; or whether any
such feeling with respect to it has of late
sprung up among them ?

2nd. Whether you have reason to
believe that the summary interference of
your own assistants with the rights of
Inamdars is calculated to create a gre’agﬁr
or Jess degree of discontent among the
ryots, than the proceedings of the Inam

Comrmission, so far as the latter have

come under your observation ?

Para. 2. To question the first I have
to reply that, as far as my knowledge
extends, the establishment of the Inam
Committee caused no generhl feeling of
alarm, distrust, or discontent in the
districts under my control in 1844, I
state this with considerable confidence,
because, in the years 1844 and 18451
was called upon to institute minute
enquiries into the state of the public

feeling, in consequence of the intrigues .

and disturbances which, you are aware,
shewed themselves about the middle of
the former year. It is certain I think
that, if the Inam Committee had then
occasioned any such alarm or distrust as
you allude to, the fact would have become
apparent however disguised its tokens
might at first have been ;—discontent
would have found a mouthpiece either
in Belgaum, Dharwar, Kolapore, or
Sawuntwarree. But among the numerous
examinations which originated in the
course of my protracted investigations,
not even a hint was dropped at the Inam

| Comumittee.

Para. 3. No such feeling of distrust
or alarm has of late sprung up with
respect to the Committee.

Para. 4. To the second question I
reply that I have no doubt whatever that
the summary proceedings of my assistants
are calculated to create a much greater
degree of discontent than the proceedings
of the Inam Committee. 1 find that
between the commencement of 1840 and
the end of April 1845 inclusive no less
than 167 Inam possessions were attached
in the Belgaum collectorate ; of these 155
weére attached previous to 1844 and
twelve subsequently. No enquiry except
what is usually made by a mamlutdar
appeardtohave taken place—the possessors
were deprived of their holdings, the
proceeds of which were arnually realized
and put in deposit, pending final decision
on the several cafes; Wwhich, until the

3rd. Whether, with the exception of |
. the case of the villages of Budlee and

Nurvinhullee (since resumed by orders of

- Government) and that of Modugay, the

Committee has ever advocated . your

adoption of summary measures towards

Inamdars ?

4¢h. 'Whether the Committee has not,
on the contrary, in some cases suggested
the adoption of a milder course than that
adopted or contemplated by the ministerial
officers of your collectorate, regarding
interference with Inamws suspected of
being invalid ?
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formation of the Committee, was simply
an event unlikely to happen. This
seoms well calculated to cause discontent.

- I must, however, mention that I ordered
. the release of all these Inams as soon as
' ever I heard of them.

Para. 5. To the third question proposed

T would observe that as far as it has come

under my observation the conduct of the
Committee in its very delicate inquiries,
has been remarkable for its forbearance
and liberal spirit; and I know one
instance only besides those of the villages
named by you, in which summary process
was advocated by it towards Inamdars.

It was that of the third share of the .
village' Gool Hosoor held by the heirs

Chitambur Dixit—but, in each of the cases

‘noticed by you, preliminary and accurate

inquiries had been made which proved-
the Committee’s recommendation . to be
necessary. In, the case of Modugay I
myself ordered an attachment in the first
instance when 1 sent you the papers
connected with it—while in that of Gool
Hosoor, the share of Mrityoonja Dixit
only was attached, and that only until he
appeared to answer for himself before the
Committee, which had repeatedly but
unsuccessfully called on him to attend
for that purpose. '

Para. 6. Inaletter dated J uly 3rd

No. 257 (of 1846) addressed to me by the

Inam Committee these words occurred. -

¢ The attachment of a suspected Inam

¢ before the final decision of Government
“has been promounced, though of.
¢ common occurrence, is not a step I
¢ should feel disposed o adyocate
¢ except under circumstances of fraud.
this is gquite coincident with the views
expressed by me in a letter which I
wrote to the Revenue Commissioner,
Southern Division, deprecating the system
of snmmary attachment which had
previously been. pursued in this

- collectorate by assistants to the Collector, -

and, considered In connection with
the course advocated by the Committee
in several instances in which complaints
and references were made to it, enables
me to answer direct in the affirmative
to the 4th question propéunded by you.



5¢h. Whether the enquiries of the
Commission (the pecyliar characteristics
of which are its ‘exclusive attention to
claims to alienated land and  its constant

access to a large mass of government
records) are or are not better adapted to
ensure full justice being. dome to the
ryots (as wellras to Government) than the
investigation of their titles by the regular
‘ministerial officers of your collectorate ?
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Para, 7. In ’.regard to the fifth

unable to conceive how a Collector can
‘be expected to supervise in 2 satistactory
manhner the duties now performeld by
the Inam Committee, any more than
those of the Superintendent of the
revenue survey and assessment. I am
asserting, I believe, nothing but a truism
when 1 say that Collectors are unable to

offices ; but if true of Collectors generally,
this is I imagine very palpably applicable
to the Collector of Belgaum who to the
usual duties of these officers adds those

of political agent and commandant of
irregular horse,

Para. 8. 1t will take some years
before the pressure of business occasioned
by several late acts of Government will
be got over; and by that time other
exigencies will probably have occurred.
Indeed the business of Collectors seems

- annually to increase rather than decrease.

There is no hope of their ever being able
to undertake any additional duty. -

" Para. 9. As to Inam enquiries being
conducted by Assistant Collectors, I am,
of opinion that my assistants, even if they
were qualified, have no time for them;
and this may be gathered from the
circumstance alluded to in my answer to
the second question. Assistant Collectors
it should also be remembered are liable
to sudden transfer from one collectorate
or even district to anothef, by which the
local knowledge and progress gained in
one spot would be lost, and Inamdars
would be subjected to much real hardship
and injustice. :

Para. 10. I am very élearl& of
opinicn that inquiries into doubtful
Inams demand the exclusive attention of

‘able persons possessed of abilities and

experience of a peculiar sort ; for not only
18 their intricacy frequently excessive
and, embarragsing but they involve an

extensive acquaintance with the records

and domestic history of late Governments;

‘at all events Ishould say thatuntil he

has become acquainted with the records,
and official history of the country, tho.
cleverest man cannot possibly do justice

either to the natives or to Government,

(5
° .

question I would observe that I am '

meet the current exigencies of ‘their .
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Para. 11, .The Inamsinthis collectorate

amount to very nearly half of the gross
fevenue, a proportion so greatly in

excess of what is elsewhere met with,

that it has constantly attracted the

attention of Government. It certainly
warrants a suspicion that ‘unauthowized
possessions. are now extensively held.
1 trost, therefore, that - since - the
establishmelit of the:Collector of Belgaum

| is 8o -utterly inadeguate to undertake
| double duty of asserting the rights of .

Government and ensuring a nice and
liberal measure of justice to the present
holders of these possessions, the Inam
Committes which is undoubtedly well
qualified for it will continue as heretofore

-| to perform it.

Questroxs PuT BY MR. HaRT To
Mgz. Frene. .

Mgz. FRERE'S REPLY.

\

st Whéther, during the periods in
1845 and 1846, in which years you were

successively in charge of both the
collectorates of the Southern Mahratta
country, you had reason for supposing
that the existence of the Inam Commission
was the cause of any general feeling of
alarm, distrust, ot discoutent among the
inhabitants of the districts under your
supervision? - - :

Para. 1, . In reply to the first question
I have the honor to inform you that the
impression I derived from my intercourse
with the natives was that they had mno -
feelings of alarm, distrust, or discontent
whatever against the existence of th
Inam Committee. g

Pgra.2. 1t has been my lot as acting
Collector of Belgaum to take possession
of the villages of  Budlee and *
Nurvinhullee from the Dixits, and as
acting Collector of Dharwar to resume .
Badh (I think, but I have no records to
refer to) in this latter collectorate, under -
decisions from Government upon reports
of the Inam Committee, and I am very s
certain that both the families affected by
these decisions were well satisfied with the
justice of them and the liberality with -
which they were treated by Government,
‘and if since that they or any others have

, expressed dissatisfaction it has arisen

| from the machinations of "evil disposed

persons and mnot from their own -
spontaneous feelings. ~1. do.mot think

o there is 'ahy part of the Hon'ble :

Company’s_territories 'in  which- the
Government are held in higher esteent -
~and confidence than in ' the Southern
Mahratta country and when we hear the
increased intelligence and information of
our native subjects so.much and so justly.

extolled they would I think lose their.
title to it if they were unable ty appreciate

i B



2nd. Whether the enquiries of this
Commission (the peculiar characteristics
of which are the exclusiveness of its
, attention to claims for alienated land, and
its constant access to & large mass of
. overnment records) are or are not better
- adapted to ensure full justice being done
to the Inamdars (as well as to
Government) than the ‘investigation of

their titles by Collectors or their
assistants ?
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the liberality as well as justice of
| Government, who, when making a strict

| enquiry into thetitles of a few, is at the

same time reducing the assessment upon
all around them, / -

Para. 3. In reply to the second
question I have the honor to inform you
that both experience and the records
of Government shew how much has been
done by the Inam Committee which the
Collectors and their assistants were un-
able to-do. If Government are inclined
to give up all Inams to the present holders
the Committee may as well be abolished,
but if Government intend to continue an
enquiry into the titles, or to allow the
titles to be questioned, it can never be
done so justly as by an authority whose
whole attention is directed to the subject.

Para. 4. 'The peculiar qualifications
for carrying on these enquiries as far as
my observation leads me is an intimate
acquaintance with the Mahratta history
(in further detail than is to be found
in Grant Duff’s most excellent and
entertaining* work) embracing aleo a

ly knowledge of all the different mamlutdars

#nd what their holdings were and whether
they held the lands as mamlutdats or on
any other tenure, a frunitful cause if I-
recollect right of confusion ; a knowledge
also of chronology and contemporary
events, more ready and more in detail
‘than any revenue officer could hope to
command, with due attention to his other
duties, is also I think another essential,
and for this purpose, as well as to - avoid
any rash or hasty opinion, a person

{ enquiring into these titles ought in my

opinion to be free from all other duties.

Para. 5, If the Collector and his
assistants are expected to enquire into

| these cases they will as they have hitherto

done overlook false claims, and should
th.e{ by chance never reject a good title,
still the very inequality and uncertainty
.of their decisions, tho’ they may be far
more liberal than the present, will give
r1se to discontent. A man is well satisfied
to forego his claim or resign it with
content when he sees that the law or
rules and justice are against him, but he
is ot so easily satisfied when he sees .
that it was only his luck failed him, and

that others with no l:et!ter title have been
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a

more successful—a Commission attending
te nothing else would be inexcusable did
any appearance of caprice manifest itself
in their opinions ; all should be cons1stent.
with themselves and with one another;
but such is not to be expected from

Collector or his assistant whose

multifarious "duties enable them to
dispose with much tact and quickness of
cases summarily, butrenders their means
of forming a deliberate judgment very
uncertain, and I fear in many cases
unsound. In saying this, however, I
restrict myself to judgments including
also the grounds of that judgmentand
not to opinions in general, which latter
may be correct tho' founded on wrong
bases and drawn from: false premises.

Qusstions pUuT BY Mr. Harr TO
‘ Mr. MANSFIELD.

MR, MANSFIELD’S REPLY,

1st. Whether the establishment of
the Inam Commission caused any general
feeling of alarm, distrust, or discontent
among the inhabitants of the districts
under your supervision ; or yhether any
such feeling with respect to it has of late
sprung up among them ?

L

ara. 2. Inreply to your first question
1 blt:g to state that 1 have been employed
in this zilla since November 1843 and
with the exception of three months in
each of the subsequent years have bqen
living completely in the districts to which
the enquiries of the Inam Committee
have been exclusively confined, and have
had therefore excellent opportunities of
becoming scquainted with the feehngs of
‘the population towards Government. It
is my firm opinion not only thatthere is

no symptom of ill feeling or dissstisfaction

in consequence of the operations ofthe

Committee, but there has been a
Ip::::improvement in the feeling of the
population in favour of Government, and
in proof that this opinion is the zresult of
my own conviction and not of any feeling
‘in favour of the Inam Com.mlttee I send .
you an extract from my jummabundee

'| report which was written nearly 2 month

ago.

Para. 3. 'Those individuals whose
Tnams have been attached or declared
life holdings are discontented I have no
doubt, and it would be very unr}atural if
they were not so ; but that the discontent

population is not- the case, and if I

| received an order tomorrow to attach

every Inam in thezilla I should not have
the least anxiety regarding the peace of

the ‘country or the-exhibition of any

‘extends to the great mass of the .
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2nd. Whether the enqumexofthiﬁ f
- Commission (the peculiar characteristics. |
of which' are the exclusivenessy of its

attention to claims for alienated land, and

its constant access to a large mass of

government . records) aré  ur: are not

better adapted to ensure full justice |

,being done to tho Inamdars (as well gs

to Government) than. the investigation of |

their titles by the Collector or his
assistants P e _

feeling of general dissatisfaction. The
great mass of the population are the

‘ryuts, who, with the exception of a few

Mussulmans, are all Lingayuts and
would be perfectly indifferent. ~ As for the
village and district officers they would be
delighted, for it would give them an

| excuse to follow the example of |

Government and resume large portions of
their wuttun lands alienated to Inamdars
by their ancestors, as fiom these
alienations they are, as a class, reduced
to extreme poverty. I have received
frequent petitions from these officers to
be allowed to resume these lands.

Para. 4. Among the Tnamdars -

themselves I believe dissatisfaction against

‘the Inam Committee to be confined

entirely to those who have their Inams
attached, for I recollect meeting in last
February an Inamdar while out riding
and on asking him what he thought of

_the preceedings of the Committee he said

at once théy were perfectly just—that all
Inamdars who were entitled to  their
Inams had been confirmed in them, and
only those who had swrreptitiously
obtained them had suffered.

Para. 5. ‘II'.I reply to. your second |

‘questiom, I beg to state 1 have served in
the Poona, Tanna and Belgaum zillss.
The revenue and magisterial current

duties in those collectorates are as much -

ag the Collector and three assistants can

‘barely get through; but it seldom

happens that the Collector has his full
complement of assistants and it is only by
the zeal of public servants that the
current. duties are performed, very

| frequently ' they are very much in
arrears, and therefore every extra duty’
| is postponed ad infinitum. In proof of this

the records of Government can shew the
| difficulty which always eccurs when any
 detailed enquiry or investigation of

numerous claims is ordered, the number

| of circulars issued calling for the

statements  of losses sustained by
individuals by the abolition of the transit

and town duties, and how frequently the. -
statements are returned in consequence .

of the imperfoct information they contain

B | owing to the Collector being unable to

afford time ' to- make a proper
investigation. . " In this zilla there are

two descriptions of ,claimants for losses
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sustained by the abolition of the transit
“duties. A satisfactery enquiry and
settlement conld have been made by any

" 1 revenue officer of experience in two

| months, and yet, though nine years have

elapsed since the abolition teok place, the
enquiry has not been brought to a clese.
Again, Government ordered in 1835 an
enquiry into the wurshasuns of this
collectorate, but no progress whatever
has been made in it, and none will be
until some officer distinet from the
collectorate is appointed to enquire into
them, Meantime, Government are losing

annually large sums by the enquiry being
deferred, .

Pagra. 7. A person to conduet an
investigation into these Inams requires
experience; it is also necessary he should
be intimately acquainted with the history
of the Yormer Government and its records
and he should always have access to the
latter. A Collector and his first assistant

| might have sufficient experience but they

could not afford time to make themselves
acquainted with the history and records

' ‘;‘ thé former Government ; but supposing

ey had time their other duties require
them to be constantly travelling in the
districts ‘and therefore they could not
bave access to the records unless they
carried them about with them which it is
obviously impossible they ‘could do.’

QuestioNs PUT BY Mr. Harr 1m0
CAPTAIN WINRGATE,

Y

. CAPTAIN WINGATE'S REPLY.

’

- 1st,  'Whether the proportion of land
in the. Southern Mahratta country

alienated as Inam &e. is so great as to
make it advisable that Government

should continue to appropriate exclusively
for the investigation of the titles by
which such land is held an. establishment
such 'as that of the Inam Commission;; or,
whether the Collectors or- their assistants
could, in addition to their current
ministerial duties, also complete, with
justice to Government and the ryots, all

 the' investigation regarding - alienated

lands which may be requisite ?
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Para. 2. Inreply ta your first question
I beg to state that in my opinion the
very large proportion of land alienated in
the  Southern Mahratta country,
amounting I imagine to nearly a half of
the whole .province, and held in great
part on defective title according to
common report, the correctness of which
has been proved by the enqairies hitherto

 made, make it most  advisable that

Government ° should - continue- to
appropriate  exclusively  for. the
investigation of the titles by which such
land is held an establishment such as that
of the Inam Commission. The Collectors
and their assistants have already difficulty

| in getting through with the cyrrent duties

of their respective charges, and it would

I am assured bo quite impracticable for
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2nd. Whether the establishment of
the Inam Commission cansed any general
feeling of alarm, distrust, or discontent
dmong the inhabitants of the districts
under your supervision ; or whether an
such feeling with respect to. it has of late

. Sprung.up among them ?, \ J

them to conduct the enquiries in question.
And were the case otherwige, the
enquiries themselves require for their
successful prosecution peculiar qualifica-
tions and a familiar acquaintance with the
records and usages of the former
Governments, which it. would be
unwarrantable to expect in any officer
whose principal duties lay in some other
direction. Many other objections to the
prosecution of enquiries into these Inams
by any other than a department
constituted for the express purpose
suggest themselves; but without detailing
these, I may state my opinion, that in no
other way could they be satisfactorily
completed, s0 asto secure justice to the
Inamdars and a due regardto the interests
of Government.

Para. 3. To. your second question I
have to reply, that, as faras I am aware,
no general feeling of alarm, distrust, or
discontent among the inhabitants of the
districts under my supervision was
occasioned by the establishment of the
Inam Commission or has since sprung up
in consequence ; and I do not conceive it

possible that such should exist without.
my being aware of it.. - And more than o

this, so completely the revepse is’ the fact,
that Iliave no hesitation'in affirming the

population generally to be better disposed
to our Government at this moment than
it was during any part of the period
intervening between our conquest of the
province and the introduction of the

-combined operations for the revision of

assessment and settlement of Inams which
form the objects of the present survey.
Para. 4. T have little doubt of there
being land held as Inamin the Southern
Mahratta country upon ' fraudulent and
defective title, which under Government
management would yield a revenue
exceeding two lacs of rupees per annum,
and I am at a 10ss to conceive a sufficient
reagon in the ecircumstances of the case
for - Government relinquishing o
important a resource at a time when the
eixecution of public works admitted to be

“of the utmost importance is avowedly -

deferred 'from financial considerations.

- The Inamdars as a body do not cultivate

their own lands, and ‘are by 'no means
either liberal or indulgent landlords.

Their tenants wonld generally rejoice to
* hold their lands of Government direct ; so
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that itis difficult to imagine in what
way an enquiry into the titles or
resumption of the lands of Inamdars
could occasion ill feeling among the
general population. The latter; in fact,
will be found perfectly indifferent to the

.| proceedings of the Inam Committee, which

are dreaded cnly by those directly or
indirectly interested in the retention of
lands to which their possessors have no
just title, . 4 ‘




