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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

BELGAUI\T DISTRICT.

In the following account I do not purpose to enter into the
internal history of the people of this district, but merely to give

-~ some account of the successive Governments under which the

country comprised in the present limits of Belgaum has passed,
and of the causes which led to its change of masters. Where I

‘can, I shall add such particulars as may appear likely to be of in-
terest to those who are well acquainted with the district, and

whose occupations lead them constautly to travel through it.

Belgaum is rich in inscriptions ; there ishardly a village of any
size which cannot show one or nore. Many of them were copied
by Mr, Walter Elliot before and after 1830, whén "he "‘was em.
ployed in the Dharwar district ; but many still remain unread to
reward the patient decipherer. The people do not regard them
with any religious care, and therefore take no pains to preserve
them. Hence every year they become less able to yield their
meaning, and call more urgently for protection, They are gener-
ally engraved on great slabs of stone, formed from a compact
black basalt, which takes a fine polish, and secems particularly

-adapted for resisting the influcnce of the weather.

These stones are the chief materials for constructing the
earlier history of this part of the country. Mr. W. Elliot, in a
paper read before the Royal Asiatic Society in London in 1836,
gave the historical deductions made from his large collection of
inscriptions, and from that paper I gather the following facts
with regard to this district.
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Tradition represents the Kadambas of Banavési, in Mysore, as
the earliest rulers of this part of the country. They are famed
for honour, as the kings of Anegundi are proverbial for riches.
They were subdued by the Chalukyas of Kalyan, about the end
of the fifth century of our era. After that time they continued in
the position of feudatories to Kalyan, at different times ruling
Hangal (in Dharwar), Sunda, and Banavési.

Five rust-eaten copper-plates, belonging to the period when
the Kadambas were independent, and recording grants by kings
of that family, are still preserved in Halsi, the anclent Palisika
of the Bidi talaka.

The Chalukyas rose on the ruins of four dynasties, which
they subdued,—the Kartas, the Rattas, the Kalabhuryas, and the
Kadambas. Their kingdom extended over the greater part of the
Deccan, and included all the Kuntala Desa, or Southern Marétha
Country. The capital was Kalyan, in the Mahommadan province
of Kalburga. They were deposed by the Kalabhuryas, who in
their turn lost their kingdom to the two Yadava dynasties of
Dvéra Samudra, now Hélubidi, in Mysore, on the south; and of
Dévagiri, now Daulatdbid, on the north.

" The following is a list, with dates, of the kings in whose

territoty this district was included :—

From - To

AD. .. 479. The Kadambas of Banavasi.
» 479 1157. The Chélukyas of Kalyén. -
» 1167 1198 The Kalabhuryas of Kalysn.

. 1193 1219 Vira Bellila, Yadava king of Dvira Sa-

Y

- U rwwdra.” .
1212 1318;?:1‘he Yadavas of Dévagiri.

‘Vira Belldla possessed the country up to the Malparba. The

%‘;#ﬂtm'y between that river and the Krishna seems to have been
"o f; Veg,_and_ to h_avg belonged indisputably to neither Dévagiri
_nor £be Southern ‘Yédava monarch.
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The boundaries of the kingdom of Kalyan were the Narmada
river on the north ; the ocean on the west ; the line formed by the -
Canarese language on the south.east, which includes part of the
Bellari collectorate; and on the south-west the provinces of Nagar
or Bindr, and of Sunda,

The Chalukyas are believed to have been Réajputs. One of
the ancestors of Jaya Simha, the founder of their kingdom, is said,
in a traditionary account of the family, to have been married to a
daughter of the R4ja of Chikkédi. ' '

~ This -d):nasty continued to exercise sovereignty without
interruption from a. v. 479 till 4. p. 899, when the Rattas, who
had not been wholly exterminated by Jaya Simha, rose against
their masters, and- gained ascendency over them. The Chélukyas
migrated, anddid not recover thei}' lost dominion until A. . 974,
when Teilappa restored the kingdom to its former full extent, and
finally reduced the Rattas,

The history of the Ratta family is peculiarly interesting, and
appropriate to the matter in hand, on account of their connection
with Saundatti, near Parasgad hill in this district. There are four
inscriptions there having reference to this family, and it appears
to have been their capital. Its old name was Sughandavati, which
means sweet scented,—a name which will hardly be considered
appropriate now by those who know the village. The Rattas
were Jains: they were Maha Mandaléshvars, or great hereditary
chiefs. Their signet’ was an elephant, and they bore on their
ensign a golden hawk and crocodile. The latest date of a member
of this family is a. p. 1098. While authentic history may be said
to commence after Teilappa, the restorer of the Chalukyas, enough
has been discovered to show that their kingdom included this part -

of the country previous to the restoration. One copper-plate

found at Dambal, marked with a boar, the symbol of the Chélukyas,
records a grant made there by Vikramaditya in a. p. 609, Two
other grants found on the Séangli Jaghir, and three on stone at
Lakshmeshvar, all belong to the dynasty before Teilappa.

I need not enumerate the kings of Kalyan, and will proceed
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to mention the families tribatary to them, among whom this dlstnc't
was divided. The hereditary chief of Kolapar was one of their
greatest feudatories ; the talika of Sankdshvar was probably part

of his domiuions. He belonged to the Silahara tribe of Rajputs. - .

I'rom the Canarese inscriptions f'orm_er]y at Belgaum, since
moved to the Asiatic Socicty at Bombay, and from a stonea:‘
Réaybig (formerly called Havinabig) we learn that a family, o
which the names of seven generations are given, held a hereditary
chieftainship at Belgaum. : ~f

The castern part of the district was under the g?_vcrnm.enlt.;)e
the Ratlas of Saundatti, who have been already n‘nax‘ltloneda,‘I .wnA
Bidi formed part of the estate of the Kadamba chiefs of Hﬂi
stone, found at Aminbhavi near Dharwar, records a renewu 1y

Ananta Pal Arasu, Dauda Nayaka, of an early
‘I'he date isat the end of the eleventh

A. D, 1077—1128.
liction is recorded to have mcludgd

grant.
century, Ananta Pal’s jurist
12,000 villages. _ W. Elliot
Most of the 595 inscriptions deciphered by Mr_. . f the.
have reference to the period atter "Teilappa 3 (,fth.ese lolffieg'q;;:;é'l '.
reign of Vikram, who was the most powerful pnncel ° as in the
He reigned for 51 years, from a. D. 1077 to 1128 E;v‘l on the
\ 24th year of his reign (a. n. 1101) that the grant 1eCOTe e
greatest of the ten stoncs at Hali* was made.
of his reign the southern provinces were invadet
Dvira Samudra, and the Konkan revolted.” His get
back the invader, and reduced the Konkan by the capture 9
The chiefs of this district can hardly have failed to
1n this expedition.’

In a.p. 1157 Vijjala, a Jain, and onc of the Kalab

| by the Bellilas
eral drove

fGoa.

A: D, 11571166, £his PO
. of Kalyén, taking advantage ot It

: fegeral of the Chélukya armies, turned against b
hd expelled him from the throne. -

2 Vin ’ . . J
ﬂueﬁzewala S reign brings us.to the event which-has had ™ 2 her
uence over the population of the Karnatak country than g/

AREES

el { : DI I
: ‘?'?‘“dung the two ‘mcril?“‘ pillars in the temple of Rt Jma Ling#*

Towards the epg;é‘ .

have taken part y

hurya family, -

. ince.
, .o e prOV z

who W N ar cth‘b 01 lh . o
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that could be named. 1allude to the establishment of the Lingayyat
religion. It hasbeen one of the greatest checks that Brahmanism
probably ever received. It brought about the destruction of the
kingdom of Kalyan, and thereby contributed to the weakness which
afterwards laid the Deccan open to the Mussulmans. It led to
contentions and persecutions, which have resulted in inextinguish-
able.bigotry, and enduring religious hatred; and it has given a
creed to the masses, who without it would probably have been in-
cluded in the common degradation of the term Sudras.

Most of the Chélukya princes were worshippers of Shiva.
Byt they exercised perfect toleration towards other religions. The
Jain faith prevailed in the Karnatak until towards the downfall of
the Chélukya family, when having for a long time previously used
every exertion to undermine the influence of the Jains, the Brah-
mans began to see their efforts crowned with success. But the
kings seem to have extended their patronage indifferently to all -
religions. As late as a. p. 1096 grants were made to the Buddhist
Vihérs at Dambal ; a large proportion of the inscriptions record
endowments given to the Jains, and Braihman buildings rose
throughout the country. The Jains are famous for the very beauti.

ful temples with which they adorned the land. They were the

first to cultivate Canarese literature, and their writings are models

of composition, But their priests appear befure the time of Vijjala

to have separated themselves from the populace, aud to have ali-
enated their affections by insolence and religious exclusiveness.
The Brahmans took advantage of the declining influence of their
Jain rivals, and used every means to supplant them ; among others
they successfully emulated them in the cultivation of vernacular
literature. They would soonhave established their supremacy, had
not one of their own number, an Aradhya Brahman, named Basava,

“appeared as the founder of a new faith,and declared that all previous

religions were to merge in the doctrine preached by him. It washis
special mission to be zealous in the extermination of those whose
creed differed from hisown, of the Jains, Buddhists, and Charvékas.
He preached the worship of Shiva as practised by the Aridhya
Brahmans, that is under the form of the Linga. He declared
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himself to be ¢“the axe laid to the root of the tree of caste;” and
proclaimed that the worship of Shiva had the power of cleansing
what was impure, and of sanctifying and elevating even the very
meanest of the Sudras. He was once blamed for his friendship
with a priest of the lowest caste, and replied to his detractors,
sshe only who leaves the path of justice is unclean ; Shiva’s encmies
are unclean ; the Brahmaus, though twice-born, are profaneg Is
it wrong to converse with good, harmless, honest people, of what-
ever caste they be ?”” The jangams, or priests, of the new religion,
were considered incarnations of Shiva, and to providc for them
was the first duty of a Lingayyat. Basava gave out that he was
: Nandi,'the Bull that carries Shiva incarnate ; and Nandi and the
Linga became the two chief objects of worship. The Linga was
carried in a silver box, hung round the neck, instead of being
bound to the arm, as was the practice f’f the Ar;i(.lhyas. Lingayyatg
were to spread their religion, to abstain f'ron‘1 animal f'ooc'l, and to
eat nothing without first offering it to God. Worshippers of
Shiva, even ifenemics, were to be treatedas fiiends. Great stress
was laid on always speaking the unvarnished truth,

Basava was born at Bigavadi, cast of Bijapur, a few miles
north of the Krishna, He showed remarkable cn,pamty at an ea'rly
age, and having moved with his parents to Kalyan, there married

the daughter of the prime miuister Baladéva, His advance was -

hastencd by the beauty of his sister, of whom the king beczfme
enamoured. Ou Baladéva’s death, Basava was created pf‘lme
minister, commander-in-chicf, and treasurer ; and, in fact, obtained
the whole power of the State. This he employed to strengthen
his influence, to displace the old officers of Government, and‘ to .
put in his own adhecrents. Basava’s increasing power at length
roused the king’s jealousy, and he endeavourcd to seize him.
Basava fled, and being pursued by the king, turned on him, and,

 with the aid of a large body of his adherents, completely defeated{;@‘
him, and returned to the capital with his conquered master. He®"
now resumed his power, and soon after caused the king to be

assassinated. Of this event there are several different accounts ;-
the one in the Basava Purin being that on account of Bijjala

-«
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1aving-caused the eyes of two pious Lingayyats to be put out,
Basava ordered Jagadéva to kill the king; and having cursed
Kalyan, withdrew to Sangaméshvara, at the junction of the Mal-
sarba and Krishna. Before he reached this place he heard of
Bijjala’s assassination. He hastened on, and having prayed to
Shiva to receive him, the image of the Linga opened, and he was
wsorbed therein. A depression is still shown in the stone as the
spot at which he entered. Another account, the Jain version of
he story, represents Basava as having to fly from Kalyan after the
nurdey of thg king, and having in despair flung himsef down a
well in Ulivi. This village is twelve miles westof Yellapérin the
Canara district. Its former name Virishapura was changed to
Ulivi, as Basava said “ulivenu,” «I shall be saved,” when he
wpproached its walls. It is a place of pilgrimage much frequented
oy Lingayyats. '

‘Chenna Basava succeeded to the post of leader of the sect, left
vacant by his uncle Basava’s death. He completely established
-he Lingayyat belief, and it is now the prevailing form of religion
:hroughout the Canarese country.

The great cause of the unprecedented rapidity with which
:his new faith was promulgated was that it rejected caste; all
velievers were to be equal. 'I'he Brihman was not to be degrad-
2d, while the Dher was acknowledged as a brother. No more
certain way could have been devised of drawing multitudes
of converts from the lower classes. Other causes were that the
Joctrine of the sect was ready, ,and had not to be invented ; and
svery convert bore the symbol of his religion proudly on his
preast. Basava’s high position and great power, and on the other
hand the dissensions between the Brihmans and Jains, and the
lecreasing influence of the latter, were unequally balanced forces.
Basava lavished money to assist the spread of his doctrines; and in
every .way advanced and aided converts. Again Lingayyatism
started as a propagandist religion; one of the chief duties of a
convert was to persuade others to join, and highly paid missionaries
were in every village. This tendency to spread seems soon to
have ceased to be vital. It may have been checked by the
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obstinacy roused by the pcrse(:ution.? \Yhich thc. Linga_lyy;ttsbemr;
ployed without stint towards .other rel:gl?lls ; or it mayI 1avet E:n
killed by the desire for exclusiveness, wlu.cl} seems to have ?this
possession of the Hindumind.  However }t is, we ﬁnc.i signs o] o
radical change in the Chenna Basava Puran, wrlttendm -A.}D.l 1;) .;
four hundred and thirty years after Basava. f\lrzaigt:: t];:; cs::,
ruled that a Brahman, who wished to be 1'ec<,>.1veiouq Observatior;
munity of Lingayyats sho'ul(l- ulldCl“g‘O ‘|:1T:/ > (:0,- hservation
for threc years, a Kshatriya for six years, a ¥ a .l);‘ o the,gpreud
Sudra for twelve. A doctrine such as this would sto}
of any religion. . .
Though persuasion seems to have been_the chief means ::‘
obtaining converts, yct vmlcn.cc and persecution wer: by ntobme:]\ §
abstained from by the early nguyyn‘ts. We hear‘ of grea .atl. es
between the rival rcligions,‘ a'nd of su.lch 'Cl.ll-?];,le:\at; g];(l;:r;;ll\nﬁ
Jain priests in oil-mills, and filling a gram pit with tee e
out of Jain heads.

It is a remarkable fact that while Brahmanism supplanted
Jainism to the south, the worship of the Linga was its successor
here. There is hardly a village in the dfstrlct tl}a.t.lm.s not one
or more Jain temples to show. Many of these are 1n ruins; but
many have been turned to use by the enemies of thosc that |3u1lt
them : and the Bull and Linga are worshipped where they were

b
once abominations.

The number of Jains now in this district 1% not considerable.
There are more in the Chikkodi '12/!.ll,lklll t.h:.m’ in any ’othel:. In
Konganoli, Sadalagi, Borgam, ]hln':u]x, licEllk}l\ul, AKKivit, Barvéd,
Konur and other villages, they still remain in some ml.mbers. In
Kagvid they have a curious ander-grouund temple, with a mona
strous naked figure in it,

We have now come down to the end of the 12th centurys,

After the greatkingdom of Kalyin was broken up by religiou

dissensions and rebellion, the possession of its territory, as T hav

r1 1
. "l Y '[ l l
mentioned, was disputed between the Yidavas of Halubid

Mysore, and of Dévagiri on the north.  For about 20 years th ‘:

-
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southern kingdom held the country up to the Malparba river.
After that, and until the Mussalmans invaded the Deccan, the
liege lord of the chiefships comprised in this district was the
Yédava king of Dévagiri.

The Belgaum stones before mentioned are dated a.p. 1206,
and give the name of Kartavirya as the tributary chief who-ruled
Belgaum. His r4j reached as far as Raybag. He was a Jain.

Between the date in these inscriptions and a.v. 1335, one
hundred and thirty years, there is no landmark in the history of
Belgdum. It may be safely presumed to have during this period
remained under the sway of the chiefs of Kélapar, Belgaum, Saun-
datti, and Halsi, tributary to Dévagiri. There may have been

other chiefs having possession in.the district, of whom I have been
able to learn nothing.

A.D. 1335 is the date of the building of Vijayanagar. Therise
of this city is nearly contemporaneous with the establishment of
the Mussalman kingdoms of the Deccan; and the history of the
14th, 15th, and half of the 16th centuries in. this part of the
country is the narrative of the nearly equal contest for suprem-
acy between the Bahmani kings (with their successors) and the
rulers of Vijayanagar. In no part of India did the Mussalmans
meet' with such determined and successful resistance ; -and the
vitality of their kingdoms in the Deccan has been with Justice
ascribed to the constant activity which they were compelled to

mpintain in order to avoid destruction at the hands of their
vigorous enemies. . *

“The first Mahommadan invader of the Deccan was Ala-u-din;
the second Khilji Sultan. He subdyed Dévagiri (now Dau-
latébad) in A.p. 1294. After he had ascended the throne, he sent
an expedition in 1303 through Bengal to attack Warangol. This
expedition failed. In A.p. 1309 another army was sent under Malik
Kiéftr, the eunuch, who was Al4-u.din’s general. He succeeded in
taking Wa.rangél, and forcing the king to become tributary.

Next year (a.p. 1310) Kafar was again sent to the Deccan.

* He marched by Deogiri, crossed the Gédavari at Peithan, and
2n
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‘pen.evtrated, after a great battle, to Dvara Samudra, the capital,
)thCh .he took.” Dvéara Samudra is the name of .a great tank
which is al a town called Halubidi, 100 miles north of Seringa:
patam. It is the town to which the Bellala Rajas are said to have
retired after their early expulsion from the ancient Anegundi.

. This invasion of Kafir's threw the whole Deccan into con.
fusion. He marched as far south as Adam’s Bridge. The defeat”
of: the Bellilas and of the king of Warangdl left the peninsula
without any ruler able to collect an army powerful enough to
make head against the Mussalmans; otherwise it is diﬂic&\ t
understand how the countries which they found so hard t%
pe'neletrate a few years afterwards, were then so easily overrun
Kafar returned after his expedition with vast treasures Hé
brought with him 312 elephants, 20,000 horses, 96,000 mdu'ndf‘éf.
gold, several boxes of jewels and pearls and other precious effects.’
~Fens.hta has a passage on this, which may be fitly quoted here:
¢ It is remarkable that silver is not mentioned as having beel;
taken during this expedition to the Carnatic, and there isbreasbn
to conclude that silver was not used as coin in that country at all
in those days. No person wore bracelets, chains, or rings of an
other metal than gold ; while all the plates in the housbes of the
great, and in the temples, was of beaten gold.”—(Briggs’ Ferishtle
vol.i. p. 375). Colonel Briggs observes on this that the statem t .
to the currency was true till very lately. The common coirfnw::

the pagoda, and there was a small coin called a gold fanam
]

low in value as a sixpence. *

Again, in a.p. 1312, did Kafir carry his army into th

. e Deccan
and lay waste the countries of Maharishtra and Canara t

- In a.p. 1318 the next invasion took arik
A place, under Mobaérik
Khll:]l, who suppressed a revolt in the Deccan, and flayed HarpAl
son-in-law of the R4ja of Dévagiri, alive. .

In 1322-23 two expeditions entered the Deccan, and Bidr

a.’.‘.d‘Warangél were taken. 1In th . ,
the Emperor G heias-u-din, an e first of this Juna Khan, son of

d himself three years afterwards Em-

\
\

\ king’s name was Hari-hara.
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peror of Delhi, was unsuccessful, and had to make a disastrous
retreat. This was ‘a foreshadowing of this Prince’s ill success,
which subsequently lost Delhi the Deccan. ’

It has been seen that on the conquest of Dévagiri, Warangdl,
and Dvara Samudra, the Deccan was disorganized, and there was
no recognized paramount power. An officer, who wasone of the
guards of the treasury of Pratipa Rudra, with the aid of Yavanas,
it is said, took possession of Anegundi, and commenced building
Vijayanagar, a few miles higher up the river Tungabhadra, opposite
to Anegundi. There had been before this a kingdom at Anegundi,
perhaps tributary to Kalyin and Dvira Samudra; but when the-
people of this district speak of Anegundi, and mention it as the
traditional capital of this country, they do not refer to the early
metropolis, but always mean Vijayanagar, which seems popularly
to have retained the name of the ancient seat of government.
‘The new city was fully built in seven years in a.p. 1335. The
He ruled for fifteen years, and in

s D. 1344 formed a combination with the Réija of Telingéna to

drive out the Mussalmans and recover theirindependence. They
i gucceeded, and expelled Mahommad Toghlak’s garrisons from every
| /Bart of their dominions.

\ At this time Hukkéri was in possession of the Mahommadans.

It probably was taken in the year a. p. 1327, when Mahommad
. Toghlak «‘subdued the whole of the Carnatic, both in length and
{ breath, even to the shore of the sea of Ooman.”

Whether or not Hukkéri was retaken from the Mahommadans
in A. D. 1344, when the confederate kings of Vijayanagar and
Warangélleft Mahommad Toghlak, as Ferishta tells, no possessions
in the Deccan except Daulatabad, it is impossible to say. The
statement is probably exaggerated. But when the Amir Jadida
{new nobility) were summoned by the Emperor to Daulatabéd,
and revolted against him, in 4. p. 1347, one of their number was
Amir of Riybdg and one Amir of Hukkéri. This revolt resulted
in the founding of the Bahmani dynasty, and the independence
of the Deccan Mussalmans, who did not again acknowledge the
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supremacy of Delhi until the conquests of Aurangzib. ‘iuw
our district may boast of having afforded one at least of the tem
Amirs, who laid the first stones of the mighty Mussalman kingy
doms south of the Gdédavari. Ali-u-din Iasan Gangu foundoed$
the new dynasty called Bahmani. His capital was at Kalburga,3
about midway between Bijapar and Heiderabad. From the factd
of one of his Amirs deriving his title from Hukkéri, another from ¥
Réybag, and a third from Bijipar, we may fairly infer that th‘al!ti
whole Chikkddi talak and Athani were includedin the new king’s-*
dominions. Belgaum was not taken till 125 yecars after this date; ,
it was then held by a chief tributary to Vijayanagar. ® So thdt the.
. couclusions may be come to that in a. p. 1347 the northern partof
this district belonged to the Mussalmans, and the southern- to
Vijayanagar, and that this state of things continued for a century

and a quartcr. o
For the history of the district during this Pel‘iod there are
next to no materials. A few stray notices in Ferishta, and some
names in Buchanan, are all that I can find.
 Ali.u-din Bihmani in 1357 divided his- kingdom into fousr
principal governments. What he possessed of this district wag
includedin the first of thesc, which extended from Kalburga as far
west as Dabal, and south as far as Raichdr and Mudgal. It wag
placed under Malik Seif-u-din Ghari.

Al4-u-din diedin a.p. 1358, and was succeeded by Mahommag
Shih Bahmani the first. His coins were struck square; and
one of the sources of quarrel, which commenced the long wars
between the Mussalmans and the Réjas of Vijayanagar and Teljy,.
gina, was the attempt of the latter to prevent the circulation of
these square coins by inducing the goldsmiths'in their dominioug
to melt them down as fast as they could get them,

“ Early in the reign of Mahommad Shéh the Rajas of Vijayad
nagar and Telingina demanded restitution of the territories wrest-' "
ed from them by his father, threatening, in case of refusal. not
only to invade his country themselves, but_to draw upon hin’l the
army of the king of Delhi.” This ledto war, and ended in the
defeat of the confederates in a. b, 1360. At this time the Réja of
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Vijayanagar was named Buka. War again broke out between
Kalburga and Vijayanagar in a. p. 1368, and its origin is worth
recounting, Mahommad Shah was one evening in his garden listen-
ing to a band of musicians. He was so delighted with their song
that he ordered his minister to give the three hundred performers
a draft on the treasury of the Rija of Vijayanagar. The presen-
tation of this draft naturally incensed the Réja beyond measure.
He seated the presenter on an ass, exhibited him through all the
city, and sent him back covered with contumely. He also imme-
diately assembled his army, entered the Bahmani king’s territories,
and taking Mudkal, put men, women, and children, all, with but
one exception, to the sword. The man spared was sent with the
tidings to Mahommad Shah, and was exccuted by him for daring
to survive the slaughter of his comrades.

Mahommad Shah swore revenge, and that he would not sheathe
his sword until he had put to deathone huudred thousand infidels.
The true believers slain at Mudkal he regarded as martyrs.

At his approach the Raja’s army fled towards Adéni; the king
fell in ‘with the baggage, and put todeath without distinction, men,

‘women, and children, free and slave, to the number of seventy
- thousand souls.

Next year, A. p. 1369, the king crossed the Tungabhadra,

~ and entered the territory of Vijayanagar, now, for the first time,
" invaded by a Mahommadan sovereign in person. He met the
'Hindus on the 22nd August, and after a combat that was long

doubtful, succeeded in breaking their line, and defeating their
army. Ferishta continues: ¢ The scimitars of the faithful had
scarcely been sheathed, when the king appearing, the massacre of
the unbelievers was renewed in so relentless a manner, that pregnant
women, and children at the breast even, did not escape the sword.”
Krishna Ray, as Ferishta, giving the name of the most famous of
the Vijayanagar Réjas, improperly calls Buka, fled to the woods
and mountains, the king following him, and for the space of three
months putting to death all he met without distinction. After
another battle, in which the Hindus were again defeated, peace
was made on the musicians’ order being honoured. The exceésive



14

horrors of this campaign led to a treaty between the two powersg
which greatly tended to mitigate the cruelty-of future wars. I
was agreed that the helpless and unarmed inhabitants were not toy
be slaughtered, and that after a victory no enemies were to be;
slain. Henceforward it became the custom in the Deccan to;
spare the lives of prisoners of war, and not to shed the blood of

an enemy’s unarmed subjects.
i . A
Soon after this Mahommad- Shah issued orders to his gover-

nors of provinces to endeavour to extirpate the banditti, whose
audacity and numbers had grown excessive. They werg exe-
cuted in all directions, nearly eight thousand heads were sent
to Kalburga. . ” » L Ll

Mahommad Shah died in a. p. 1375. \.'ijaygnagar was at peace
and (according to the M ussalmanfz) pa.id h}m tribute since his last
campaign. Ferishta says that ¢ in his reign ﬁve. hundred thoy:
gand unbelievers fell by the sword of the warriors of Islam, by
which the population of the Carnatic was so reduced that it did

not recover for several ages.”

" Mujahid Shih Bihmani, the successor of Mahommad Shéh,
commenced his reign by demanding that the R4ja of Vijayanagar
would give him up the territory east of the Tungabhadra, the
fort of Bankapir, and other places, among which Belgaum was
probably included, as it generally was classed with Bankapdr,
they being the two strongest fortresses in this part of the country,

The refusal of the Réja of Vijayanagar to accede to this de-
mand led to war, in which though for six months the Réja is said
to have fled through the forests towards Cape Réimas in Gos,
and to have been driven back to his capital by jungle fever, yet
he seems in the end to have got the best of it. The Mussalmans
retreated, :

At this point Ferishta stops to give ashort notice of the Khrnétﬂ

- country. He says—‘ The people speak in some parts Canarese,
angd in some Telugu, and are so brave that they advance to battle
witlt songs and dances, but their ardour does not Jast. The country
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is full of fastnessesand woods, almost impenetrable totroops. The
seaport of Goa, the fortress of Belgaum, and other places not
included in Carnatic proper belonged to the Ray of Bijanagar;
and many districts of the Thul Ghaut (Concan) were in his posses-
sion,” : ‘

This is the first mention of Belgaum in Fetishta. The date
is A.D. 1375. It was not for a hundred years after this that Bel-
gaum was taken. .

Ferishta continues that the Raya’s country was well peopled,
and the subjects submissive to his authority.

After Mujihid Shah had retreated from before Vijayanagar,
he attempted to take the strong fortress of Adéni. He belea-
guered it for more than nine months, but met with no success.
Malik Seif-u-din Ghari, who has been mentioned above as the

‘Governor appointed by Ala-u-din Bihmaniover the south.westerly

of the four divisions of the kingdom, came to aid the king, and
advised him to give up his attempt on Addni, and first take the
forts between the rivers fram Goa to Belgaum and Bankapir.
fl‘he king accordingly consented to retreat. He was soon after-
wards assassinated. This event led to widespread disaffection,
bf which the Raya of Vijayanagar took advantage, and invaded
the Mussulman territories. During the reigns of Mahommad Shah
ahmani, Gheias-u-din and Shamsudin from a. . 1378 to 1397 the
éountry seems to have been at peace.
‘

“ T A. p. 1396, the dreadful famine, distinguished fromall others
by the name of the Doorga Dewee, commenced in Maharishtra.
It lasted, according to Hindoo legends, for twelve years. At the
end of that time the periodical rains returned ; but whole districts
were entirely depopulated, and a very scanty revenue was obtained

_from the territory between the Godavery and Kistna for upwards

of thirty years afterwards. The hill forts and strong places pre-
viously conquered by the Mahommadans had fallen into the hands
of Polygars and robbers, and the remaining cultivators were driven
from their villages.” ' ’
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In a.p, 1398 there was another war, and again in A.0. l:t?:;

The latter is important with regard to ,this part of thel‘:OllMuS?’
inagmuch asin the course of it BankapGr was taken by the "
salmarnis. .
v 16 A.D. 1417 Ferza Shah was badly Iflhefeate:l by Di:aalt]?:é
i . 'Hedied in a.p. 1422. The next year w "

o Vuzy:s: %‘:: VijI:yeanagar. Ahmed Shih Béhmani overran the
:a;:ﬁ: country, and breaking the compac.t made by hisPredecesso:'
put to death men, women, and children without mercy. \.in:‘eney;
the number of the slain amounted to tvs.fenty. thousand'hls ulfst;)he
to halt three days, and hold a f’estwal. in celebration o -
::(:ody event. He also broke down the Hindn temples, and des

troyed the colleges of Brihmans.

is year (a.n. 1423) no rain fell, and there qug‘g”;i‘gw

; Thtll?r(}),ugho(ut the Deccan ; multitudes of cattle died for waat

fammteer. The next year again was one of drough.t, and the people
gf,:‘::ne seditious, alleging that Ahmed Shah’s reign was unlucky

‘We hear no more of wars between the two Sta.tes, which -di
vided this district, for the rest of Ahmed Shil’s reign. He die

in a.p. 1435.

Alé-u-din Shéh Bahmani II. began his reign by demandin
arrears of tribute from Déva Réja of Vijayanagar, who ha‘d with
holden payment for five years. The Mahommadan army la.ld. waste
the country, and forced the Raja to purchase peace by giving uf
twenty elephants, a large sum of money, and two hundred females
skilled in music and dancing. The king’s brother, Mahommad‘
Khan, whohad commanded in this expedition, elatedat his success,
resolved on rebelling ; and allying himself with the Vi.jayanagalji
Raja, his late enemy, he took several important forts, but was
soon after conquered by Ald-u-din.

Déva Réja, in 1444, having strengthened himself by enlistin
Mussulmans and practising his Hindu troops in archery, crosse
the Tungabhadra, and entered Als.u.din’s territory, Three ac<
tions were fought in two months, and in the end the advantage lay

17

with the . ,
conting e gy Ussalmans. Déva Raja again agreedto pay tribute, and

to (o so till 4.0, 1457.
or '

Muss-a]mthese constant wars and their results we have only the® '
advance an side of the story. Judging from the little permanent
hesitate t My ge by the Mussalmans during all this time, we may
their ady g elieve that they so uniformly succeeded in humbling

I Usaries, and compelling them to pay tribute.
n

mans, Ao 1455 Navalgund was in the possession of the Mussal-
For y

and Nizg, © mext eight years, d.uring the reign of Humayyun Skih

Mahomm S hah, we hear nothing of Vijayanagar. In a.p. 1463

and in hig Shah Bihmani I1. ascended the throne of the Deccan H

history of l‘Qign events took pluce of the first importance in the

" his district. :

! In . :
king, m;:b- 1469 Mahmud Gavin Gilini, the first minister of the -
the wet «, e with a large army against the Konkan. He passed
'Coa from, SR e her in the Kdlapar district 5 and in a.p. 1470 took
gud Gay, ¢ "'e Riya of Vijayanagar. For this great service Mah.
With the kin was honoured with the highest titles, and decorated
. "g’s own robes.
This

‘Werishta* Qﬁlnpaign fore-ran the taking of the fort at Belgaum.

ikrama Sf‘ys ¢ “Inthe year a.p. 1472, Birkana Ray (properly
f the Ra,, Wa ), Raya of the fortress of Belgaum, at the instigation
8 did alse, € Bijayanagar, marched to retake the island of Goa,
aining iy he Hindu Chief of Bankapir. Mahommad Shah, on
orces, andﬁlligence of these hostile preparations, cbllected his,
urrounde oy M gved against Belgaum, a fortress of great strength, -
roach to Wy & deep wet ditch, and near it a pass, the only ap-

Ich was fortified by redoubts.”
I ma = ’

gaum to takhQUSC at this interesting crisis of the annals of Bel.

ing of the t(? some notice of the traditions concerning the found.
n, and connected with the fort.

3m * Briggs’ Ferishta, vol. ii p. 491,
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The name ¢ Belgaum” is a corruption of “the words « Vépu-
grama,” as the town is called on the two Canarese inscriptions that
Jere in the fort, and in that found at Riybdg. The change of ¥
to B is one of the most common in Canarese, and the cerebral N
frequently interchanges with L. Indeed in Marithi the Sanscril
word Vénu has become Vél." In copies of the Vedi made by
Brihmans at Beglaum the superscription is always ¢ written at
Vénugram4.” The word Vénu means bamboo. The name may
be compared with that of Bednore, the great city in Mysore,
which is poperly spelt Biduriru and means Bamboo-town.

- That it should have this name is not surprising when we re
flect that until lately the place was surrounded by forest. It i.
situated in what was the great Dandakaranya given by Ravana to
the musicians, and is even now considered by natives as but.onj
just out of the jungle. The great road from south to north pass.
ed well to the east, by Sangdli and Gokék, through the more
open country.

R Opposite the second milestone on the Dharwar road, at
short distance, may be seen the embankment of the mud fort

old Belgaum. It is said to have been built by a Jain Rija. There!
was a moat all round it, and at one corner are the remains of a high ¢
turret. On the south side was a well, the stones of which are said!
to have been carried away to be built into the wall of the fort oy
new Belgaum.

The Khénapar road, within a mile of leaving Belgaum, passe
along the ruined bund of what was once the.great tank of ],
place. Its name was the ¢ Nigara kere” or cobra tank, To thi
day the soil included in its limits is full of water,—a hole a foot q
two under the surface will yield a supply.

The best water in Belgaum is said to be procurable from th g

*« Nagjere,” a spring at the upper end of the tank, whose nam 1
preserves the old denomination, .

"~ The «“Nigara kere” is mentioned in the inscriptions Which
fovierly adorned the Jain temple in the fort.
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Tradition sayd®hat the village of Belgaum was first clustered
round the small well called the Dhers’ well, on the right hand of
the road leading from fort to camp, a little on the camp-side of the
post office. The compound hedge was purposely made to exclude
the well, which is one of the oldest relics in Belgaum. Thevillage
spread in the direction of the Né4gara kere. There is a tradition
{whose value T have no means of testing) that the original Vénu.
gram4 was where old Belgaum now stands, and that a Jain monarch,
called Jaya RAya, son of Uttunga Rdya, built a large mud fort,
surrounded by a ditch, on the site whereon the present fort was
afterwards coastructed. The Jain gate is said to have been a
short distance to the south of the present small gate of the fort.
After he had finished his building, he is said to have demolished
sixteen villages, and peopled the new town called Vénugrama with
the inhabitants,

\ There is no name resembling the names of either of these
kingsin the fort inscriptions, so that, if they ever existed, they lived

before the Karttavirya, whom I have mentioned above as the

ndower of the Jain temple in the beginning of the 13th century.

‘The village granted to the Jains was called Ambaravani., The
present Unchgim, Bommanvad, Navage, Sivangi, Yelldr, and-
dnnagim are named, with other villages, in describing the bouns
aries of the Inam.

The existence in the fort of the very beautiful Jain temple in
the Commissariat yard, and of another built into in a large two-

- storied bungalow (now used as a Patcherry), seems to show that

the fort for the use of which they were built was completed long
before the arrival of the Mussalmans, and to disprove the vague
tradition which I have heard that only its foundation had been
laid by the Jains. It was no doubt the fort whose siege and
czﬁpture are described by Ferishta, whose narrative I resume from
the point of digression,

“To this place (Belgaum) the king laid siege, and Birkana,
out of regard to his future safety, sent persons secretly to Khwaja
Mahmood to obtain terms, but Mahommad Shah, in order to show
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his power, and to deter other fortresses from h#lding out, refusg
to accede to any conditions, and resolved to take it by stort
He commanded the fire-workers, as they valued their own safet
to effect a practicable breach in fourteen days, and committed.»‘
Khwaja Mahmood Gavén the duty of filling up the ditch, sayu
that he expected to have it possible for the troops when the gu
had effected a breach. Though Khwaja Mahmood Gavin du.rli
the day threw great quantities of wood and earth into the_dlti
the enemy in the night always removed them; upon which
changed his operations to another quarter, and began to fo
trenches and dig mines, which till now had not bee.an us?d  f
Deccan. Birkana, confiding in his wet ditch, fancied himself,
cure, when suddenly three mines from the posts-of Khawja Ma
mood Gavén, Yusuf Adil Khén, and Futteh Oola I}nad-9ol.Moql
having been conducted under the fort wall, succeeded in formin
breaches. The troops of Birkana ad\'ul.lccd galluntl}" to defendi the
place, and nearly two thousand of the king’s troeps fell in the at.
tempt to storm. The besicged had nearly repaired the work witl;
woodand stones, when Mahommad Shih, advancing for theassault
drove the cnemy before bim, and gained the ramparts.  While iy
tle act of attackiug the citadel, the Raja himself, having assumed
disguise, came to the royal attendants, and requested to be intro
duced to the king as a messenger from the Ray. On bein
admitted to the presence, he threw his tutban»rour}d his neck, auy
discovered himself, saying that he had come with his family ¢,
kiss the foot of the throne. Mahommad Shah, flattered with thi
exhibition of confidence and magnanimity, adr.nitted him tuto ¢,
order of the nobility of his court. When opposition had ceased, th,
king entered the citadel, and gave God thanks for the success
his arms. Having added Belgaum and its dependencies to
estates of Khwaja Mahmood Gavan, he returned to the capital,’

¢ This yearand the next (4. D. 1472.73) were years of famine
1o rain fell, and no grain was sown for two years; many died, an
many emigrated; so that on the third year ‘when the Al J
showered his mercy upon the earth,’ scarcely any farmers
inghe country to cultivate the land.”
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At this time the tutelary goddess of the fort, Dyamavva, is
said to have been expelled by the Mussalmans. She is still worship-

. ped once in every twelve ycars at a small temple between the pre-

sent civil hospital and the fort. Twelve buffaloes are sacrificed to
her, along with goats, sheep, fowls, and cocoanuts,

The very distinguished man, part of whose estate Belgaum
fort now becamne, was of royal descent, being connected with the
family of the Shiah of Persia. He first served in the Deccan,
whither he had come as a merchant, under Ala-u-din Shah Bahmani
II. in 4.p. 1445; be was murdered (or martyred as Ferishta says) by
Mahommad Shah IL in a. p. 1481. He was in many campaigns a
successful general; he took Naulgund; he was entitled Vakil.u-
Sultanat, and Malik-u-Tujar ; he was made Governor of Bijipar and
Berar, and on the death of Humiyun Shiah Bahmani was on the
council of regency, and a guaypdian of the young prince Nizam
hih ; he was Vizir, and acquired great honour by his important
onquest of Goa from Vijayanagar. He was very famous for

iis learning, justice, and muuificence, and left a library of three
housand volumes.

It w#® by him that the Bihmani territories, originally divided
nto four tarafs (or provinces) were distributed into eight. The
ract to which Belgaum beclonged reached southward from Junir,
nd included several dependent districts, such as Indapir, Way,

an, and the fort of Goa; 1t was placed under the governorship of
Fakr-ul-Mulk.
/

Mahmood Gavin put a stop to the custom which had existed
up to his time of leaving all the forts in each province in the hands
of the governor, or tarafdir. He allowed one fortress only to
the governor, aud entrusted the remainder to officers and troops
appointed by the king, and paid from head-quarters.

In 1481, Mahommad Shih again visited Belgaum with his
army, and saw the city and fortifications.

Five years after thisin 1486, a Mussalman officer, named
Bahidur Gilani, instigated by Yusuf Adil Khan, Governor of Bija-
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pl’u: revolted, and possessed himself of Goa, Dubal I\olz’xp\'m};
Kolhar, Punala, Shirilagand Belgaum. ik

This was the first open defiauce of the Bihmani monarch‘?‘
authority, nnmedlate]y preceding the break-up of the monarchy‘t‘
Soon afterwards, in a.p. 1490, we learn that though the tarafdars
still professed obedience to Mahommad Shah, their submission was
only nomional.

Bahadur Gilani continued in possession of the territory he ha&
acquired for himself until 1493. He established a system of piracy -
along the coast, and seized many rich ships belonging to Gujaraé
merchants. He extended his power to the east, haung possesss.
ed himself of Miraj and Jamkandx which he took from Bijapar. N

His piracies led to his destruction. Mahommad Shéh of Guja
rat sent an ambassador to the Bihmani king demandm pun
ishment of Lis excesses. Thereupen the king applied to hls vassalg
for support. Ainong the rest Yusuf Adil Khin of Bijapir sent iy
thousand horse.

Jamkandi was taken and delivered over to the troops of Yusy
Adil Khan. The royal army then marched to Sankéshwar (in thi
district), where Bahadur Gilini had taken up his ®esidenc
Sankéshwar was taken in three days, the works not being com
pletely finished. After having suffered more than one defeat
beyond our boundaries, the rebel leader was killed by an arrow,

Bahadur Gilani’s estate was conferred on Malik-ein-ulfMlll
Gilani,

In a. p. 1849 Yusuf Adil Khan, tarafdar of Bijapur, assume
the title of Shah, and in a. »n. 1498, when the three strongest chiefs
in the Deccan agreed to divide the country between them, Ein- ul-
Mulk’s estate was assigned as part of the Bijapur territories.

Ein-ul-Mulk Gi{léni did not resist this transfer of his estates,
but joyfully submitted.to the Bijapar king. »

At this time Hukkéri was in charge of an Amildar named
Fateh Bahadur, captain of 1,000 horse.  Under his governorship
the: kmg Yusuf Kbhan caused the Gumat of Gajabara Sihib to be

ks, Lo s om
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built by Kéta Gauda, Désay of Nanadi, near Chikkédi. This
mosque is on the rising ground to the east of Hukkéri, near the

. Gokak road. Yearly an “uras” takes place there. Until lately it

enjoyed a cash-allowance of Rs. 300. There is a small mosque at
Khanapar which is called Gajabara Sahib’s ; the man, whose name
both buildings bear, may be the same.

It is probable that no part of Belgaum district was subject to
Vijayanagar at the time of the foundation of the Bijaptr kingdom,
in o. p. 1489, Naulgund and Belgaum had been taken, and it
may be presumed that the mastery of the intervening country
went with the possession of these fortresses.

In ashort time Yusuf Adil Shih became jealous of the increas-
ing power of Ein-ul-Mulk Gilini, andin 4. p. 1502 deprived him of
the command he held in the army ; and resuming the districts he
had possessed during his father’s life, allotted to him for his private
support Hukkéri and Belgaum in their stead.

| This Ein-ul-Mulk was the builder of the largest of the tombs
\at Hukkéri. The date of its building is about a.p. 1509,

The smaller Gumat to the west was built, Whlle Ein-ul-Mulk
held Hukfcerl, by his brother Seifhan Mulk, about a. p. 1515.

The aqueducts and cisterns were constructed by Sakhi Mansér
Khén, also in Ein-ul-Mulk’s time and at his order ; the same ruler
built the fort, and the Mahal which once stood in it.

I may here add (although in anticipation) that the smaller tomb
on the east was built by Ein-ul-Mulk’s third brother Fatéh-Mulk,
in the time of his second brother Seifhan.Mulk’s gover nmshlp,
between A. p. 1547 and 1568.

Thus the three tombs were built by three brothers, in order
we may suppose to entomb their own remains. No monuments
now exist in them ; they may have been destroyed; or as is more
likely the three bu1lders bodies may have been taken to be buried
at Bijapar.

Ein-ul-Mulk heldthe governmentof Hukkéri for 43 years from
1503 to 1546.
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On 27th February 1510 Goa was surprised by the Portug
and captured, but was retaken a few months afterwards by )

Adil Shah. -

It was again attack.ed, and finally conquered by Albmluerqg
on 25th November 1510, : ;

~ Ismael Adil S8hah began his reign at Bijaparin 1511. He wa
a minor ; and the attempt at usurpation made by his guardian wé
the means of first bringing conspicuously forward Asad Khan Lﬁﬂ
the greatest man Belgaum can boast of as a master. He was:
Persian of the province of Lar—his patronymic was & husro Tur
(Khoosrow Toork)—but as he had assited in the deliverance ?f th
young king from his guardian, he was honoured with the title
"Asad Khén, and had Belgaum conferred on him asa Jaghir. At th
time (1511) Ein-ul-Mulk, to whom the late king had given Belgaun
still lived ; Ferishta does not noticc the reason why part of h
estate was taken from him,

In 1519 Asad Khan completed the building of the Mas;
Safa, the fine mosque in Belgaum fort. Over the door ig ¢
following inscription, which records the builder’s name and hig

qualitieS. ' -

«¢[n the time of Adil Ayam, son of Adil Klxin, a man of higﬁ‘

rank, who bore the palm of excellence from all the world, of gooff.

counsel, the aim of merit, the defender of the faith, who utterly

uprooted the unbelievers from the country of the Deccan, Asad

Khan, the best of all uprightmen,bu‘ilt this house of God, by good: -
fortune, and with much labour. By the grace of God he called

it the ¢ Pure Mosque’ (Masjid Safd.) The lustre of the religion of

the Prophet grew greater.”

The mosque formed part of a group of buildings which have
been all pulled down. Asad Khan’s palace, or mahal, is said to
have adjoined the mosque on the south side. Opposite it were his

kitchens, and to the right hand as you look from the front of the

mosque stood the Divan Khin4, or hall of audience. The road to

this group of buildings led under an arch, standing on the site of |
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the present arsenal, beneath which an elephant with his rider could
pass. The present arch, which faces the main gate of the fort, was

.straight opposite the one last mentioned. It was the place where

the ¢“naubat,” a large kettle-drum, struck at stated hours, and used
for salutes, was played.

While these buildings were being erected, the fort wall was
in course of construction. To the north of the main gate a Per.
sian inscription is built into a recess in the parapet which runs as
follows :-— :

« Yakub Ali Khan, who is a joy to the heart, and by whose
benevolence the world is ‘prosperous, built the wall of the fort
from its base as strong as the barrier of Sikandar.”

The date is then given in a sentence, the letters of which
amount to Hijra 937 or a.p. 1530, so that the wall was completed
nineteen years after Asad Khan first got possession of Belgaum,
if, as I believe, this stone commemorates its completion,

It is probable that he found a great part of the curtain of the
fort already erected, and had only to repair it when necessary,
and add towers for its further protection. He is, however, believed
by the Mussalnans in Belgaum to have built the main entrance,
a massive structure, which opened on the avenuc leading to his
mosque and palace.

There is a tradition that 360 Jain temples were pulled down
to supply materials for the building; and that this destruction
reached as far as Halyal and Bankapér. The wall does contain a
large number of ornamental carvings, such as are found on Jain
temples, built in without design to adorn, but merely as the blocks
fitted. There are richly relieved figures in stone—rows of sharp-
cut lotuses, a warrior laying about him with his sword, slender women
dancing, and players performing on various instruments. Examples
may also be seen of those curious monumental slabs, which were
erected to the memory of ancient heroes, who fell in battle. The
sculpture of these is divided into three compartments:—the lowest

represents the fight in which the warrior was slain; the centre
18
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il]l(?s\: T]f\;'(? ‘c?l‘eftml nymphs bc?aring !1in} to heav.en ; in the upper-

ost he has dm.ved at the regions of bliss, and is seen before the
Linga in adoration. Ou one very remarkable slab on the bastions
under the flag-staff battery, the central compartment, instead of
the usual nymphs, has sculptured a gigantic hand and :’u‘m pointing

upwards ; ' .
! pwar d's 3 the body of the deceased warrior follows its dircction with
arms raised towards the sky.*

, tBelgamfn fort is situated in an extensive plain, surrounded at
a distance of fi " six miles by ranges of i i ir
e .01 ﬁvefl 'sm miles by ranges of.lo\v hills. It is an 1r-
fb ar oval, enc osed by a deep wet ditch, in seme places 72
fct wide. The revetment averages in height about 32 feet above -
tlle berm 9f the ditch, and is backed by substantial earth-work.
T 1e wall is well covered by the glacis, particularly in those parts
which are most subject to attack from proximity to the village of
Belgaum. The interior is level, and extends about 1,000 yards in
lex_llgth by 800 yards in breadth. The enceinte measures about 4
mile and five furlongs. /

'The work protecti i ‘
J e 1 p tectlpg the present main gate was not part of
he original edifice. The entrance was made at first between the
two semi-circular machicolated bastions facing the south,

Two years after Belgaum fort was built by Asad Khan’s
mders; he is said to have had the fort at Miraj construéte(l
We next hear of Asad Kban in A, . 1519, after the disas-

trous fight which Ishmael Adil Shah, when excited by wine and

music, brought on with the Ray of Vijayanagar on the banks of - -
i1 A D

the l&jrislma. It was to his advice on this difficu]
the king resorted. He was rewarded with the title of Si
.(,commander-in-chief), while several districts were :
Jaghir; and henceforth he became the ](ing’g chief

{,\S?d Khan was envoy on the part of Ishmael Aldil I%T:ICPLmiCl,lor;
Sholapore, on the occasion of the kine's cicfoe M. 1ah 1n 1523 2
to Burhdn Nizam Shah. & sister Ma

’ ’ '
pih Silsf

riam’s marringe

* Fine exampl
he examples of these monume
at Moda'tr (near Mundli) X

n belongivg to the Jains,

e e

s (bearing inseriptions) may be scen
se at tllc'ﬁrst named place is singular
of the Linga.

ntal stone
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In a.p. 1524 Asad Khan’s generalship gained abrilliant victory
over the confederate kings of Ahmednagar and Berar, and the
regent of Bidar, near Sholapore. He took Nizam Shih’s royal
standatd, 40 elephants, cannon and baggage. He was presented
with five large and six small elephants, and the pay of every
soldier in his army was increased. To enable him to bear this
expense the king appropriated the land hitherto allotted for the
support of the Seraglio to Asad Khan’s troops, and gave up half the
customs levied at the forts for the same object..

Four years afterwards the Ahmednagar king was again com-
’ ; pletely defeated by Asad Khan, who took
much baggage and twenty elephants from
him. The king gave him all the clephants but one, named Alla
Baksh (Gift of God), and called him Farzand (son) iu the firmans
addressed to him. :

Next year Asad Khin marched with the king against the
regent of Bidar; and it was chiefly by his
conduct that an important victory was
achieved. After the battle the king particularly distinguished
him by clasping him in his embrace in sight of all the army.

A short time after the battle Asad Kban captured Amic
Birid, the regent against whom they were fighting. This achieve-
ment, so graphically described by Verishta, ended the war. Amir
Barid’s troops, harassed and distressed, had become careless, and
sought to drown their miseries in wine. Asad Khan taking advan-
tage of this, penctrated the enemy’s camp at night with twonty-five
horsemen and afew foot, reached the commander’s tent, found him
lying senseless on his couch, ““around which the dancers and singers,
male and female, were indiscriminately jumbled together amid
the filth of broken vessels and spilt ligours.”  Asad Khan had the
“old experienced and crafty prince” lifted up and conveyed on
his bed towards the Bijapar camp. When he awoke, and thought
that evil spirits were bearing him through the air, his purloiner
explained the situation, and bantered him on the circumstances of
his capture. Shame and vexation made Amir Barid mute, and he
was conveyed in silence to the king.

A.D. 1528.

A.D. 1529.
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Asad Khan’s next achievement was a victory over the king of

Ahmednagar in 1531, which established the superiority of Ishmael

Adil Shah throughout the Deccan. This however he lived three -

years longer to enjoy, as he was cut off by fever, after a glorious
reign of twenty-five years, in 1534. Before his dcath he appointed
Asad Khian protector of the kingdom, and guardian of his eldest
son Mallu Adil Shah.

Disorder, which threatend to break out on the king’s death, was

firmly repressed by Asad Khén, to whose authority all submitted. .
He returned to Bijapar; but soon disgusted with tke conduct of -

the young king, who was deficient in ability and of degraded

habits, he resigned his office at court, and retired to his estates at

" Belgaum with all his family. ‘ |
Shortly afterwards Yusuf Khén, a Turkish nobleman of ragk,
was insulted by the young king; and being
in danger of his life retired to his jighir
of Kittar, with his familly and followers, .

A.D 1535.

The mother of the late king resolved to depose her grandson
and with that object invited Yusuf Khin to return from Kittar.
This nobleman, seeking the advice of Asad Kbhin at Belgaum, and
having obtained his approbation, marched rapidly to Bijapar, de-
posed Mallu Adil Shah after a reign of six months, blinded him, and
proclaimed the prince Ibrahim king amid the acclamations of the
nobles and the people.

| Thus in 1535 we find Ein-ul-Mulk Gilani at Hukkéri; Asad
Khan, the greatest of the subjects of Bijapir, at Belgaum ; and
- Yusuf Turk in possession of the Kittar jaghir,

Ibrahim Adil Shah changed all his father’s ordinances, and
- restoring the Suni rites, ordered Asad Khén to enlist Deceanies in
his service, add to adopt the Suni faith. Asad Khin, out of a
thousand, dismissed six hundred foreigners, but « refused to change

his perstiasion, and both in his camp and on his own jaghir publicly
exercised the Shiya ceremonies,”
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Though Ferishta does not directly say so, we may conclude
from this that Asad Khin resumed his position as commander-in-

“¢hief under the new king.

We next hear of him advising the king to accede to the invi-
tation of the usurping Riy of Vijayanagar,
and to march to establish him on the throne.
The army arrived at Vijayanagar without opposition ; and did not
retire until the king of Bijipar had received fifty lacs of hoons
(about £ 1,750,000), besides a vast amount of presents, as an in-
ducement to withdraw, :
?

A.D. 1535.

~ On the V;ay back Asad Khan was detached with the greatest
part of the army to reduce Addéni. A force marched from Vijaya-
nagar to relieve this fortress. Asad Khan, after an indecisive
action by a brilliant surprise got possession of the enemy’s treasure
and elephants, and captured the commander’s family. Thisled to
a peace. ,
When he returned to court some malicious persons tried to
excite the king to jealousy against him, by falsely representing that
he had received enormous bribes from the enemy. The king,

thanking God that hehad a servant to whom great kings conde-

scended topay contributions, summoned Asad Khén, and in the pre-
sence of the informers honoured him with a suit of his own robes.

Asad Khan was now created prime minister, as well as com-
mander-in-chief. This more and more excited the euvy of his
enemies, whose insinuations at length prejudiced the king’s mind
against his ablest servant. Yusuf Turk, one of the king’s chamber-
lains, already mentioned as jaghirdar of Kittir, was the foremost
in slandering Asad Khan. He was probably meanly jealous of his
great neighbour. He accused him of secretly corresponding with
Burhan Nizam Shah, of Ahmednagar, to whom he meditated the
surrender of Belgaum fort, and the trausference of his own services.

‘The king led at last to believe these calumnies, acting on Yusuf

Turk’s advice, summoned Asad Khin to Bijapar, iatending on
his arrival to imprison him. He however having got witd of his
danger was on his guard, and excused himself from coming on the
plea of illness. Attempts made to corrupt his servants to poison
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him failed ; and it was at last resolved that Yusaf Turk should have
lands conferrel on him close to Belgaum, whither he was to repair
and wait an opportunity of surprising the minister,

‘One day Asad Khian proceeded with a few attendants toa
garden-house at some distance from Belgaum, leaving orders for
four hundred horsemen to follow. A spy told Yusuf that he had
gone out almost unattended. Yusuf hastened to avail himself of
this opportunity ; but was surprised to find the garden surrounded
by horsemen, who had followed Asad Khin according to his orders.
Yusuf, however, relying on his more numerous band of men, deter-
mined not to let the chance slip and fell on. He wasrepulsed, and
obliged to fly with the loss of many prisoners.

The king, on this conspicuous failure, professed indignation at
Yusuf’s attack, and confired him, writing to Asad Khén an offer
to punish him in any way he desired. The latter quite aware of
the real state of the case, threw all the blame on himself, and re.
leased his prisoners with presents of honorary dresses.

««This breach between the king and his minister becoming
public throughout the Deccan, Burhén Nizim Shah and Amir Birid
availed themselves of it to circulate insidious reports, that Asad
Khén had promised to deliver up Belgaum to them whenever they
should approach.”  Accordingly in 1542 they invaded the
Bijapar territory. ¢ Asad Khan, though not originally privy to
the invasion, deemed it pradent, in order to save his estates from
plunder, to join them on their approach with six thousand horse.”

Tbrahim Adil Shéh, deeming himself unable to oppose them in the
field, retired to Kalburga.

This is the only action of Asad Khin that even his cnemies
could attz.xck with any appearance of fairness; and he took the first
opportum‘ty of withdrawing from the dubious position in which it.
placed 1“"’.;..,“:1;‘@' to the interests of his sovereign, though
ftb.andoped by him,” hesent to the king of Berar, and promised to
Join him if he would aid his master. Imad Shah of Berar consented
an¥l the siege of Bijapir as a consequence was raised.  Asad Khin

31

joined Lim; and being conducted to the king, soon made clear the
error into which he had been led. Ibrahim Adil Sh&h clasped him
in his embrace, expressing contrition for his ill-usage of him ; and
in order to convince him of his sincerity, he not only imprisoned
Yusuf and his agents, but conferred his estates on Ein-ul-Mulk
Gilani, an officer of distinction, whom Asad Khan had prevailed on
to quit the service of Amir Barid. The cnemy was immediately
driven from the king’s dominions, and ample revenge taken for
the depredations which had been committed.

The last time we heard of Ein-ul-Mulk Gilani was in 4. p.
1502, when he was deprived of his command in the Bijapar army,
and presented with Hukkéri and Belgaum for his private mainten-
ance. In a.v. 1511 Belgaum was conferred on Asad Khan. This
may probably have been the reason why Ein-ul-Mulk, an active
officer, who could hardly stay quiet in stirring times, took service
under Amir Barid, to whom he might more properly than to another
offer allegiance as the minister of the rightful king of the Deccan.

In 1543 the kingdom of Bijipar, attacked at once by three
powerful armies in separate quarters, namely by Ahmednagar, Jam-
shid Kutb Shih of Golconda, and Ramraj.of Vijayanagar, seemed
on the brink of destruction. *Ibrahim Adil Shéh, at a loss how to
act, and without confidence in the opinions of his counsellors, sent
for Asad Khin from Belgaum, and asked his advice.” [le recom.
mended that peace should be obtuined from two of the adversaries by
concessions, and promised himself to chastise Kutb Shah of Gol-
conda. The king followed his advice, and Asad Khan fully re-
deemed his promise. He reduced a fort; relieved another; and
following Kutb Shah close to the walls of Golconda, there
defeated him in a severe action, and with his own hand gave him
a sabre wound in the face which struck off' the tip of his nose,
his cheek, and part of his upper lip.. This woundnot only disfigared
him for life, but rendered it difficult for him cither to eat or drink.*

* The Historian of Golconda asserts this to have lmppéned to Sultan Kuli Kuth
Shdh in 1534 ; and Colonel Briggs considers him more likely to be corré®w. It may
still be true that the feat was perfoimed by Asad Khén, who would be ten™ years

~younger, and therefore readier for dashing actions.
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Asad Khan returned triumphant to Bijapar, and was received by

the king with 'honour.

Some time after this [probably in a.p. 1544-45] Burhan Ni-
zam Shih again attacked Bijapar. He was totally routed with

heavy loss, leaving on the ficld of battle two hundred and fifty

elephants, and one hundred and seventy pieces of cannon. Ibra.
him Adil Shah *«had the generosity to attribute this'victory solely
to the conduct of Asad Khin, on whom he conferred several dis-
tricts in addition to his jaghir.”

This was probably Asad Khan's last battle. It'is the seventh
great victory in which he is narrated to have taken the chief part.

After this the king, elated by vain-glory, insulted Burhan Ni-
zam Shah, who wished to treat for peace; and excited disaffection
by cruelty to his own sub_]ects War was again declared, and the
king twice defeated in six months. The king became desperate,
and attributing his losses to disaffection put numbers of Mussul.
man nobles and Hindus to death. His cruelty led to the forma.-
tion of a conspiracy to dethrone him, and put his brother
Abdulla on the throne. The king was informed of this, “and
Abdulla had to fly to Goa. Ile alsorenewed his suspicions against
Asad Khin, and so conducted himsclf that the old minister was
induced to withdraw for self-protection to his estates at Belgaum,
An eloquent letter from Asad Khéan full of professions of faithful-
ness led the king once more to change his miund ; but the prince
Abdulla’s rebellion suddenly breaking out, his mistrust of the minis-
ter recurred.

Prince Abdulla, with the aid of the Portuguese, Nizam Shah
and Kutb Shah, proclaiming himself king marched for Bijapir. A
Brahman was sent to prevail on Asad Khan tojoin the insurrection ;
but he indignantly rejected all overtures. ¢ Most of the nobility
were about to desert Ibrabim Adil Shah, and go over to Abdalla
when an event occurred which changed the face of affairs, Asad
Khén was taMn"erously ill ; and Burhén Nizam Shah, suppos-
ing he miight die, cast his eye on the fort of Belgaum ; and instead
of marching direct to Bijapar with Abdulla, Which would have
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assured the accession of that prince to the throne, he halted at Miraj
to prosecute his own designs; and deputing the same Brahman,

* who had formerly gone to Belgaum, with a vast sum of money, he

was directed to employ it in corr uptmtr the soldiers of the garrison
to deliver the fort into his hands, in case of Asad Khin’s death.
The Brahman had ncarly succeeded in his commission, when the
plot being discovered by Asad Khan, he slew the spy, together
with seventy of the soldiers whom he had already bribed. The
nobles of Bijaptr, on hearing of this event, became fully con-

" vinced that the old minister took no share in the pretensions of the . -
'prince'oAbdulfa,' and accordingly remained firm in their allegiance

to Ibrahim Adil Shah, while the adherents of the prince began to
fall off daily.”

“The disorder of Asyd Khin continuing, and old age hayving
rendered him too weak to contend against it, he prepared to meet
death, and entreated Ibrahim Adil Shih to honour Lhim with a fare-
well vmt in the followmrr Verses :—

“s IIaste, like the mor ning breeze, to the bower of f'nendslnp ;
comne, like the gr a(,eful cypress, to the garden,””

Ibrahim accordingly marched in Janumy, A.D. 1549, towards
Belgaum: -After passing Hukkéri he received accounts of the
minister’s death. He arrived the same night at Belgaum ; and while
he administered consolation to his family, he attached all Asad . .
Khén’s estates and treasures. In this state of affairs, the Portu-
guese, with prince Abdulla, marched back to Goa, while the other

confederates also withdrew to their own dominions.

Belgaum was conferred on Asad Khén in a.p. 1511, he died
at Mandoh, three miles from Belgaum in January 1549, having
held Belgaum for thirty- elght years. “ Asad Khén was remark-.
able for hlSJUd"‘l’ﬂGﬂt and talent¥, and his admmlstratlon of the
Government during the 1e1gn of Ismail Adil Shih has justly ren-
dered his name celebrated in lustony For n‘éaxly years he
was the patron and protector of all the noble and dis™guished
men in the Deccan. He lived universally respected and esteem-
ed, and maintain®d a splendour and magnificence suited to Mis

in lal
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high station. The sovereigns of Beejanuggur and others ac- .

‘knowledged his great ability and influence, by frequently honour-

ing him with letters, and propitiating him with valuable presents. .
His household . servants—Georgians, Circassians, Hindus, and

Abyssinians,—amounted to two hundred and fifty. He had sixty
large elephants, and one hundred and fifty of a smaller size. In his

stables were four hundred and fifty Arabian horses, exclusive of

those of mixed breed, foaledin India. During his administration he
‘had amassed great wealth. In his kitchen wercevery day expend-
ed one hundred maunds (Ibs. 2,700) of rice, Deccan weight,. fifty

sheep, and one hundred fowls ; from which some notion may be form-

ed of the expenditure of other articles. He first introduced the
fashion of wearirig the waistband of gold cloth, aud the dagger,
which have been ever since assumed by persons of rank in this
country. He also attempted to ride elephants with bridles, jn-
stead of managing them with the kujjuk, or goad;but as Wose
-animals have frequently sudden starts of vice, this mode of guid.
ing them was not found to answer. VIbrahim‘ Adil Shih, agreeably
to his last will, gave the daughter of Asad Kban (Mahtab Beeby)

inmarriage to Ally Bereed Shéh, with whom he sought an alliaice.”

This is the end of what Ferishta tells of this great man. 1

have been careful in copying out this account; inasmuch as he is

the hero of whom the Mussalmans in Belgaum are justly proudest.
They say that it is to the tender regard'in which he held Belgaum,
that the town owes its comparative immunity from the scourge of
- cholera. - In the Safi Masjid, his gift to the place where he lived,
are preserved his quilted jacket, which was sabre-proof'; his Kurén ;
and a pair of shoes, the soles of which are lead, and the uppers
iron ; @ man can hardly raise them.. These he used for gymnastic
-exercise, of which he was passionately fond. The small square
platform on the south wall of the mosque he built, they say, to leap
up on wearing thes:ﬁjﬁgnﬁ“c shoes. Tradition alleges that he could
Il‘f?i the greatiro Ste81 before the mosque by the edge of the foun-
- taln. oS0 his strength must have been indeed more than human.
“EligAword was preserved in the mosque until a year before the
tiny, when a soldier is said to have stolen t®e precious relic.
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In 1857, when the mutiny held all India in alarm, the
authorities in Belgaum ordered the Masjid Safé tobe closed. They

. feared lest its proximity to the arsenal might be a source of danger.

Since then it has not been used for religious service. WNow that
the perilis long past, it would be an act of grace to the Mussal-
mans, and of respect to the memory of its famous builder, to allow

it to be re-opened.

“Asad Khén is buried in the Dargih in ‘camp called by his
name. : ‘ _
.. :,Though Ferishta does not mention it, the Portuguese historfans

.tell us that the use made of part of Asad Khau’s riches was to

bribe their Government to give up the prince Abdulla.

In 1557, Ibrahim Adil Shah was on his death-bed ; and his
eldest son, Ali Adil Shah, under surveillance in Miraj, having
incurred the king’s -displeasure by manifesting a leaning towards
the Shiya doctrines, while his younger son Tahmasp, a far more
zealou®Shiya than his brother, was in confinement in the fort of
Belgaum. ‘ /

Mohammad Kishvar Khan, the son of Asad Khén, at this time
governor of the districts of Hukkéri, Belgaum, and Réybag, ** who
possessed great wealth and influence in the State,” on hearing that
the king’s end was approaching, declared for Ali Adil Shah, the
king's eldest son, and marched to Miraj to support him. The new
monarch made Kishvar Khan his comamander-in-chief. He was
sent on two occasions as ambassador to.Ram R4j of Vijayanagar,
who joined Ali Adil Shah in his attack on Abhmednagar in 1558.

Ram R4&j had grown very powerful about this time, and
insolent in his treatment of the Mussalmam monarchs, than any
one of whom he felt himself stronger. ‘

* . His encroachments and outrages led toa league being formed
against him by Ali Adil Shah, Ibrahim Katb-Shah, Hussén Nizam
Shah, and Al Barid Shah, the sovereigns of B?j}’xf)u “iolconda,
Ahmednagar, and Bidar. < The allies united, and mdr d to
the southward: they crossed the Krishna, and encamped onhe

~,
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‘Hukkéri river, situated twelve miles from the former.” Kishvar
Khén was the original proposer of this league, and chiefly instru-

~ mental in bringing it about. Its result was the destruction of the
power of Vijayanagar, the last great native monarchy in the Dec-
can, at the famous battle of Talikéta, fought eightcen miles south
of thetown so named, on the banks of the Krishna in 1564.

[t was in this campaign that the ancestor of the Névalgund
chief, now the Désay of Sirsangi, in this district, first came promi-
nently into notice. The founder of the family was called Vitta
Gauda, and was patel of Avaridi on the Bhima. Under lbrahim
" Adil Shéh he commanded a body of horse and foot, “and obtained
in recognition of his scrvices the déshkat vatan of the pargana of
Kokkatanur, now in the Athani taldk of this district. In Ali Adil
Shah’s campaign against Vijayanagar, he marched with a force
of 1,000 horse and 9.000 foot ; and having greatly dxstmguxshed
himself by the capture of the fort of 'Torgal, he was entrusted with
the subjection of the surrounding districts.

Among the parganas then taken possession of within the
present limits of Belgaum: were Térdil and Yadvdd; among the
villages Sattigéri, Mudakavi, Savandatti, Gévankop, Yekkundi,
Muragéd, Asundi, and Ilali The Padshab rewarded him by
creating him Sardésay of Torgal Prant i a.n. 1560, and conferred
on him many rights and honours,

"Three years after the great battle of Tilikéta Kishvar Khan was
presented by the king with the standard of’ Asad Khin, on which
was embroidered an angry lion, and sent to invade the Nizam Shah’s
territories, In this expedition he lost hislife, being killed by anarrow

while defending the fort of Dhar(r. - The Dargi, built into the -

present gaol over the tank at Belgaum, is called Kishvar Khan’s.
He constructed it for his tomb, but his body was buried at Bjapar.
This mosque bears the marks of shot directed from the fort at
General Thomas \/Iu;;gs first battery.

In (;hm!’é" part of 1570, the Portuguese ambassador at

51 4 and his suite were confined at Belgaum, till reparation
sh fild be made for the capture of a Bijapar vessel,

y
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In 1573 Dharwar was taken from one of the officers of Ram
Raj, the late king of Vijayanagar, who had acquired great power.

~ Thesurrounding country was perfectly reduced to order, Bankapar

was taken shortly afterwards, and Belgaum and Kittir ceasing to
be frontier districts, their value in amilitary point of view declined,
and their names are henceforth seldom met with,

, In 1580 Hukkéri, Miraj, and Raybag were laid waste and
plundered by the kings of Ahmednagar and Golconda.

Belgaum was once more conspicuous in A. p. 1593, when it
became the soene of rebellion. Prince Ismael, the brother of the
reigning monarch lbralim Adil Shah, had been since his accession
to the throne kept prisoner in Belgaum fort. Although treated
with generosity he determined to rebel against his brother ;- and
having gradually brought over the governor and garrison of
Belgaum to his interest, he took possession of the fort, and on
May 12th, 1593, openly raised the standard of revolt, He obtained
a promise of assistance from Burhan Nizam Shih, and was supported
by the open or hidden sympathy ofmost of the nobles. The king
at first hoped to be able to persuade his brother to return to his
allegiance, but failiug to do so, he ordered Elias Khéan to proceed
with an army to quell the rebellion, and to besiege Belgaum.

Elias Khan marched with five thousand men, and closely be-
sieged the fortress, in which the prince had shut himselfup. Ein-
ul-Mulk (not to be confounded with the Ein-ul-Mulk who formerly
held Hukkéri) was with the royal army, ostensibly aiding in the
siege, but in reality in the prince’s favour, and doing all in his
power, by throwmnr grain and other necessaries into the f'ort to
aid him.

After some time he openly declared for prince Ismael, and
withdrew his division from before Belgaum. On this great con.
fusion and dangerous insurrections ensued throughout the BxJapur
territories. Llias Khén raised the siege, and returned to the capi-
tal without orders. Ein-ul-Mulk ¢« marched with te
horse and twenty thousand foot to Belgaum, where he prevailyd on
prince Ismael to quit the fort, and without waiting for the Junct?Qn

[y
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of Burhan Nizam Shéah, who had already begun his march from
Ahmednagar, resolved to move against theking at Bijipar.” Ibra-
him Adil Shah IL appointed Hamid Khin te command his army,
and sent him against the rebels. ¢ On his arrival at I'sapdr, .he
was met by some confidential persons from the rebel army, to in-

duce him to join them. According to the secret orders of the
" king, he received the messengers favourably, assuring them that

. he had no designs of opposition, and meant to join the prince

YIsmael, who if he would quit the fort and tak.e command of the
army, might gain possession of the throne without _trouble, or
putting himself under any obligations to I?urhan‘ Nxzam. Sh-éh.
Ein-ul-Mulk was deceived, and forgetting his usual caution, im-
prudently moved with the prince Ismael Eo an extensive p}axn at
somé distance from Belgaum, where, fanc:ymg himsgelf quite secure,
he was intent only on making .preparatlons for the ’!,‘ecep{;ton of
Hamed Khan and the other chiefs of the royal army.”. < Hamed
Khén advanced in good order towards. the camp of .the f'eb.els,
where the prince and Ein-ul-Mulk wam.ed, leth their principal
adherents, in a magnificent tent to receive him, so th;a? he was
allowed to approach close to their lines without opposition. He
then suddenly removed the mask, and made a vigorous charge,
which threw the camp into disorder.” The prince and Ein-ul-Mulk
endeavoured to rally their troops in vain; the former was.taken
prisoner, "and the latter having f'al_len wounded, was decapitated.
His head was sent to Bijapur, exposed on a high pple for a week
before the palace, and afterwards blown into th.e air from a great
gun. An end was put to the existence of prince Ismael by the
king’s order. :

This is the latest mention of Belgaum in Fefishta. His his-
tory of the Bijépar kings ceases abruptly three years later, in A.p.
1596. - ) ‘
* From'the beginning of the 17th century until the fall of Bi-
japtr in A.D, 1686, she-district continued subject to Bijapar.

, Fulla Khan is said to have possessed Hukkéri from 1669 .
w This was the Bfjapir general under whose orders Shahji,

o', 4ji's father, joined in the expedition to the Mysore Country.
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In 1629-30 no rain fell in the Deccan, and famine and ﬁesti-
lence were the result.

In a. p. 1616 Hukkéri came under Rustum Zamén, an officer

oof Bijapar, who was stationed at Miraj. He is called the son of

Ranadulla in the account obtained from the Kulakarni of Hukkéri
already quoted. He was the builder of the Chini Ghumatat Huk-
kéri, which is the only buildiug in the district on which painted
tiles are used as an ornament. He also built the Kadam Rasul
mosque close to the Chini Gumat, planted. the garden around,
and ccastructed the well. In his time, from 1616 to 1667, the
mosque beside the road near the great dome was built, and the
small tomb and well near by. The inscription on the latter isa
passage from the Koran,

In the end of the 16th century the. founders -of the Kittdr
family emerged from obscurity. Some account of them will be given
more conveniently afterwards.

In . p. 1631 the main gate of Belgaum fort was built by
Bandeh Ali. 1t is said in Belgaum that the work round this main
gate was built by the Binivala, a Brahman officer of the Peshwa,
who obtained stone -for the wall from the Mahal. built by Asad |
Khén, This cannot be believed, as the date of building is. c'!ea';'ly
given in the inscription built into the wall, which bears all the ap-
pearance of being part of the original construction designedly
placed in its present position, The tradition may be accounted
for by supposing that the Binivéla was the constructor of some mud
and stone advanced works, which formerly existed directly in front
of the present gateway. T

In 1635 the Moguls from Delhi for the first time enltered
these districts. .After the submission of Daulatdbad, Shéh Jehan
emperor of Dellii, thought that all thek(\hmednagar territories had’

~ become his without dispute ; but was exasperated to find himself

defied by Shahji, Sivijis father, who was su})pwte

Shah Jehén sent his general, Khan Zaman, against Shihj
gradually driven from the northward towards Miraj and’KiS
Here Khén Zamén, wearying of a fruitless pursuit, employed

Bijipdr.
0 Was
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forces in laying waste the country about Kélipar, Miraj and
Réaybag. ¢ He took and destroyed the town, carried off the inha-
bitants prisoners, and continued every species of depncdation until
an armistice was concluded with Bijapar, when he again resumed
the pursmt of Shihji.” This war was ended in 1636, and the treaty
resulted in a large accession of territory to the Bfjaphr sovereign,
‘who on the other hand bound himself to pay a heavy tribute to
Delhi.

In 1640 a part of the wall in the S.E. quarter of Belgaum
fort fell down owing to excessive rain. It was re-constructed by
Abdul Husen Amin, as is recorded in the mscnptmn built into
~that portlon of the wall.

The only msc“ptlon as yet unmuxtxoncd in the tort 18 that
which is preserved in the library, which was f'ormcrly the Kile.
dar’s house. . It is dated 1648, and states that, in the time of
Khan Mohammad, the fort wall was completed by Mohammad
bin Zabit Khan. Who the latter is I cannot ascertain, but Moham.
mad Khan was a conspicuous officer in the Bfjaphr army of that
time, in whose Jaghir Belgaum was probably included.  Of him

more mention will shortly be made.

In 1649 Sivaji’s rebellion began to excite attention. Next
year Aurangzib was appointed for the second time viceroy of the
Deccan. Six years later Mohammad Adil Shah of Bgltpul died ;
and was succeeded by his son Ali Adil Shah II., then in the nine-
teenth year of his age. Aurangzib took advantage of hisyouth, and
without any excuse for hostility better than his enemy’s weakness,
declared war against him, The Bfjapir army was commanded by

" Khan Mohammad, general and prime minister. Aurangzib marched
on Bijapar in 1657 ; his gemy was much harassed by attacks of
light horse, until he .succeeded in corrupting Khan Mohammad,
who shamﬂlyaeg’lected every opportunity toimpede the advance

: oguls. This treachery led to the siege of the capital,

“which would have fallen thirty yeats sooner than its actnal subjec-

on, had not Aurangzib been obliged to hasten from the Deccan
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by the news of what was supposed to b“ the mortal illness of his
father Shih Jehin.

This left Bijapar with ouly Siviji to contend againstin the
field; but its most dangerqus enemies were its own nobles, who
1ende|ed its strength pow erless by their factions and treachery.
« Khan Moham'nad the prime minister, who had betrayed the
cause of his king, was justly condemned, but instead of being tried .
in any regular manner he was invited to court under promise of
protection, attacked by a band of assassins at the gate of the c1ty,
torn dgwn from the elophant on which he sat, and put to death In
the most barbarous manner.” He was originally an Abyssinian
slave named Reban. His estate was not sequestrated, but bestowed
on his son Khavas Khan. We have seen Khin Mohammad’s name

on the library inscription.

In A. v. 1659 Sivéji acquired Pandila, and with it the Kélapar
district, which included the Sankdéshwar tilik, now in Belgaum.
Rustum Zaman, whom [ have mentioned as a builder of mosques
at Hukkéri, was Jaghirdar of the districts of Miraj and Kélapar.
He was believed to have been bribed by Siviji, and to have him-
self shared in the plunder of towns in his own jaghir. He was
ordered by the Bijapir king to march against Sivaji, when too late
to save the Kdlapar district.  He was defeated, and driven across
the Krislma by Sivdji, who marched forward and plundered vil-
Jages in the neighbourhood of Bijapér itself. This Rustum Zamén
is oftcu mcnnoncd in the letters of the English mexchants establish-
ed at Karwar and Rijapar at this pertod.

In 1661 Ali Adil Shih in person took the field against Sivaji,
and recovered Pandla. Khavis Khin was appointed second in
command of the Bijipar army, and went with the king on a cam.
paign to the Carnatic. [e was still a high officer at Bijapar in
1672, the datc of Ali Adil Shih’s death, and was appointed regent
and guardian to the young prince Sultan Sikandar, then in his fifth
year. He was three years afterwards assassinated, #mjust punish.
ment of a plot which he formed to get Ilimse]fadnnitMvassal
of the Mogul Empire, and to hold Bijapar as its tnbut’uy "

Gn °
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From 1668 to 1686 Hukkériis said to have been held by Indu
Rao Ghorparé.

In 1673 Sivaji retook Panila, and passed through this dis- -

trict on his way to the sack of Riya Huaballi. It was probably
during this expedition that he looted the town of Belgaum. I
have been shown a renewal of a sanad destroyed on this occasion,
in which the fact is recorded. He is the reputed founder of the
forts of Parasgad, Kattirgad, and Hili in this district, which he
is said to have constructed in 1674, at the time that he fortified
Nargund and Rimdurg, and built the Rayagad at Torgal. These
and many other forts were completed in the space of eighteen
months. His garrisons were inaintained for the purpose of realizing
his claims on ihe surrounding districts, and were supported by
s« Gadapatti,” or fort-cess on the neighboming villages, for which
he obtained sanads from Bijapur. Sivéji erected a temple to his
family goddess Bhavani in whatever fort he resided. According to
tradition he built 8360 strong places, that number commonly stand-
ing for a large uncertain quantity.

The Bijaptr armies, which resisted Siv4ji during this campaign,
were led by Abdul Karim Bahlél Khén, one of the most powerful
noblemen at the court of Bijapar. Ilis grandfather had entered
Mohammad Ali Adil Shal’s service ; his father had been employ.
ed in 1660 to resist the growing aggressions of Sivdji. They are
the ancestors of the Navibs of Sivanir.—Abdul Karim Khin was
appointed, on the death of Ali Adil Shah, to the government of
the southern Marathd Country, Sunda and the Konkan. ‘The
Regent, Khavas Khan, did'not allow him to take charge, and
Sivaji taking advantage of the distractions and jealousies which
ensued, made himself master of the Konkan and the whole range
of Ghéts from Sunda northwards. Abdul Karim Khén in vain at-
tempted to resist him, and was twice defeated in the neighbour-
hood of Miraj. He returned in disgrace to Bijapar, and succeed-
ed Khavis Khan as regent. His son Abdul R4af Khan entered
the imperialmservice on the full of Bijapar. Sivaji retained the
Panélg district, which included the Sankéshwar talak, and reached
tb}}!‘é Hirankashi till his death,

A
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In 1678 the Bijapar country between the Krishna and Tunga-
bhadra was over run by the Marathés, who completely defeated

. the Bijapar army. -

Next year Dilér Khan; Aurangzib’s general, was compelled
to raise the siege of Bjjapar, in which he had engaged. At the
end of the rains he marched westwards, plundered Athani, crossed
the Krishna, and was laying waste the country to the south, when
Sivéji’s forces under Janardhan Pant, who was operating in aid of
Bijapdr, attacked him, and compelled him to retreat.  Sivaji died
in 1680, and was succeeded by his son Sambhaji.

In 1631 Mohammad Akbar, the fourth son of Aurangzib,
rebelled against his father, and was compelled to fly for protection
to Sambhaji. He welcomed him, and appointed for his residence
the village of Dodsay, to which, in compliment to his guest, he
gave the name of Padshabpar. From this it follows that that part
of this district, as well as Sankéshwar, had been acquired by Sivaji ;
we find Miraj also in the possession of his successor, and taken
from him by the Bijapar troops in 1683.

In 1634 Sultan Moazzim, Aurangzib’s son and successor,
was camped on the Krishna during the monsoon. He was engag-
ed in war against Sambhdji, and received orders to march and
retake the districts which Sivji had taken from Bijapar in the
south.west of the Bijapar kingdom. He accordingly marched
southwards, while another part of the emperot’s army commenced
the war against Bijapir. He captured in 1685 Gokak, Dharwar,
and Haballi, and placed garrisons in them ; but had to withdraw
towards Ahmednagar, his army having been greatly reduced by
detachments for garrisons and constant marching.

On 15th October 1686 Aurangzib took Bijapar. From this
date this district, though not taken actual possession of in its en-
tirety, may be held to have been portion of the Mogul,gmpire,
Thus 50 years from the first entry of the Moguls under Khan
Zaman, they had possessed themselves of the district.
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In A.p. 1689 the Pandla district (Kélapar) was in the po
session of the Moguls. This included the north-westerly portion

of Belgaum. Most of the remainder of the district passed under

Abdul Ra4f Khan, who has been already mentioned. On the fall
of Bijapar, he (as is written in an account of his family) ¢ displayed

his wisdomn,” and entered the emperot’s service. He receiv--

ed the title of Dilér Khan Bahidur Dilér Jang, was appointed
Mansabdar, and granted in jighir the twenty-two mahals of Ban-
kapar, Azamnagar (or Belgaum) and Torgal. He was employed
on various services, and afterwards sent to subdue the refractory
zamindars in the Southern Maritha Country, of whom the princi-
pal ones were those of Kittar, Navulgund, Sirhatti, Havanr, and
Damal. The SivanGrvéla, who thus by grant and - conquest

acquired possession, left the administration of the country with the:

Disays, who paid him Péshkash or tribute.  Tlis greatest vassal in
this district was the Désiy of Kittar, who held Sampagém and
Bidi. The founders of this family were two brothers called Hirg
(elder) Mallashetti and Chikka {younger) Mallashetti, who came
from the Sagar district as saukirs, or dealers in money, with the
Bijaptr army towards the end of the 16th century. By distin.
guished service in the field they obtained a grant of the Sard¥sh.
mukhi of the Hballi district. The fifth Désiy established himself
in Kittar, which is said formerly to have borne the name of Gijaga -
nahalli (weaver-bird town). The name of Kittar howeverbelong-
ed to the place before the Désiys came, as we meet it in Ferishta,

Kittar became part of the Savanir Navah’s government during the

life-time of Mudi Mallappa, thesixth Désay.

While the southern part of this district was under the Navéb,
who was the emperor’s licuterant, and afterwards immediately
‘subordinate to the Viceroy of the Deccan, in the northern part
Hukkéri was held by an independent Désiy the ancestor of the
present Vontamarikar,. During the dynasties of Sivaji and Au-
rangzib the Bésys of the Hukkéri pargana (including the Chikkédi
districty renounced all obligations of allegiance, assumed the

im};{endent title of ““ Samasthaniks,” and by means of frequent -
ericroachments succecded in acquiring a firm hold over the district.
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‘They maintained themsclves in this refractory attitude until
1763-64, when the Péshva reduced them to obedience.

Thus at the end of the seventeenth century the greater part
of this district was under the authority of the Savanir Navib ; the
remainder, with the exception of Hukkéri, under an officer of the
emperor. But the Marithis did not leave the Moguls in quiet
possession. Their forces appeared in every direction, and their
leaders exacted Chauth, Sardéshmukhi and Ghésdana from what-
ever district they penetrated. In 1690 Santiji Ghorparé, and
Dhéannaji Jadao were sent by Raja Ram, the Marathd king, from
Ginji, whither he had retired, to raise troops and plunder the
Moguls.

Two years after they retook Pandla, which they retained till
A.p. 1701, In the same year Santiji defeated the Mogul officer
stationed near Miraj, and obtained a grant of the Déshmukhi of
that district. About this time too the fort of Torgal was taken by
the Marathas.

After the fall of Bjjapar Belgaum fort was in the possession
of Aurangzil’s second son Prince A’zam for some years. It is
from him that Belgaum acquired the name A’zamnagar. The fort
is also sometimes called Mustafibad, in memory of a Kiledar
called Mustafa, who thoroughly repaired and strengthened the
ramparts. It may here be mentioned that Shahptr is erroneously
said to have been founded by this prince A’zam ; its real founder
was Shér Khén, a Saiad, son of Faten-ul-Mulk whom I have men.
tioned in connexion with Hukkéri. The name Shihpar means
king’s town, and not six villages, as it is wrongly interpreted.
The town was first called Shihpét, and was built as the pettah of
the fort of Belgaum ubout the year 1550. The name of Shér
Khéan, its founder, is preserved on the key-stone of an arch in the
Juma Masjid of Belgaum. This he erected in 1548 ; and nine
years afterwards he commenced building the Juma Masjid- in
Shahpar. This mosque was unfortunately never corpleted ; it
is, however, even in its unfinished state, a fine specimen of Mussal-
man architecture, ‘ :



46

In 1707 Aurangzib died, and in the same year Shao, the son
of Sambhéji, Shivaji’s heir, who had been executed by Aurangzib,

was released by prince A'zam. This led to the rivalry of the

two families of Kélapir and Sattard, which made the first part of
the eighteenth century a period of ceaseless disturbance in this part
* of the country. Prince A’zam aimed at the throne of Delhi, and
hoped to find an ally in Shao, whom he promised on condition of
steadfast allegiance, the territories conquered by Aurangzib from
Bijapar. Shao, in spite of the resistance of Tara Bay of Kdlapir,
took Sattara, and was there crowned in 1708. His authority was
much strengthened by a treaty made next year with-the Viceroy
of the Deccan, by which he and such Marathé chiets as acknow-
ledged his authority, were allowed one-fourth of the revenue of
the Deccan, the right of collecting and paying it being reserved
by the Viceroy. This assured Shao’s ascendency. In 1713 this
treaty was dissolved, and the Marithd armies again .entered'the
Mogul territories for the purpose of collecting their tributes,
Nizdm-ul-Mulk, who had been subedar of the province of Bijapar
during the latter years of Aurangzib’s reign, was now appointed
Viceroy of the Deccan. He favoured the Kélapir party, which
had it not been for the ability of Baldji Vishvanith, who in 1714
was appointed Péshva by Shio, might have acquired the sovereign
position among the Marathds, which was held by the Rajas of
Sattirs. Owing to the imbecility of Shio, the entire administration
devolved on Bal4ji Vishvanath.

" In a.p. 1716 Husén Ali, the younger of the Saiads, who after-
wards usurped the authority of the emperor, was appointed
Viceroy of the Deccan. He was induced by the depredations of
the Marathés, and the intrigues of Delhi, to negotiate with Shao for
peace. This led next year toatreaty with the Maratha State grant-
ing the Chauth, and Sardeshmikhi or ten per cent. on the revenues
of the six Stbas of the Deccan, with cession of'the territory called
Svaraj, possessed by Sivajiat the time of his death. On their part
theMarathas gontracted topay a large tribute, keep the peace, sup-
press plundering, and maintain abody of horsein the emperor’s ser-
vice. They further agreed to clear the province of Bijapiar which
was'then overrun by the partizans of Sambhaji of Kélapar,
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This treaty was not confirmed until 17]9, when the Saiads
deposed Fardksir. They then gave Shéao three imperial grants for

_ the Chauth, Sardeshmukhi and Svaridj. Among the sixteen dis-

tricts included in the Svardj were the parganas north of the Tunga.
bhadra, including Kopal, Gékak, Halyal, with all the forts which
had been captured by Sivaji; and in the Kénkan Bhimgad and
Phénda.  Of these last two, the first is now in Belgaum ; and the
second gave the name to the Phénd Panch Méhals, which once
included the Mahals of Khénapdr and Sipa, with three others now
within the Goanese limits. o

Fatih Singh Bhonslé, R4ja of Akalkét, was appointed to col-
lect the dues of the Carnatic, in which this district was included.
However it was not until after some years that the Sattara Govern-
ment were able to enforce their rights over the country comprised
in Belgaum, which was at this time held by the Kélapar branch,
and its ally the Navib of Savancr.

In 1720 Nizim-ul-Mulk, who after bis supersession as Viceroy
of the Deccan by Husén Ali, had been created Governor of
Malva, entered the Deccan, and throwing off his allegiance to the
Saiads proceeded to establish his independence. He assumed the
title of Asaf Ja; and was created Viceroy of the Deccan, and Vazir
of the empire on the accession of Mohammad Shih. Three yeérs
afterwards the countries south of the Nerbudda ccased to form
part of the empire of Delhi. '

In 1721 there were disturbances in the Bijapar Carnétic, in
which this district was included. Nizam-ul-Mulk engaged himself
in restoring order, and appointed a new Sibedir to the Bjjapir
Sabah. It may have been in consequence of these disturbances,
of which there is only a bare mention in Grant Duff, that Nizam.
ul-Mulk took into his own hands the fort of Belgaum, as he did
about this time. He is said to have retained it for ten years; after
which his deputy, the Savanir Navab, resumed possession;

Although Shéo bad received grants for the Carnatic f'fdm the
emperor, yet his General Fatéh Sing Bhonslé, owing to the power
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of Sambhéji, Maharij of Kélapar, and his abettors Chavin of Jat
(north of Athani), Ghorpore, and the Navab of Sivanir, could

scarcely venture to cross the Krishna. However, in 1726, the

Peshva with a very large army under Fatili Sing Bhouslé proceed-
ed into the Carnatic, and plundered as far as Seringapatam. This
expedition does not appear to have been a successul one. It led
to no territorial changes in this district.

In 1730 Shio, after the Kdlapir troops had suffered a total
defeat, made a treaty with Sambhiji, when the Kélapar Rija yield-
ed up his claims of the sovereignty of the Marithi .nation
to Shho, and accepted Kélapar as a distinct and independent
kingdom. The claims and districts of the Sattara branch, with the
exception of some forts, in the tract of which the Warna and
the Krishna to the north and the Tungabhadra to the south
were the boundaries, were wholly ceded to Kélapae. ..Thus
whatever part of this district to south of Krishna was not held by
the Sivantr Navib now became part of the Kolapar state. North

of the Krishna, Miraj, Tisgim, and Athani, and several villages

along the northern bank, were given up to Shéo.

Athani had passed under the control of the Viceroy of the
Deccan about the year 1720. In the course of the succeeding
Decade the talak was over-run by the Kolapar troops, and became

part of Sambhéji’s R4j. It was now ceded to the Sattird branch.’
It is the first part of this district which came into their possession.

On this acquisition onr limits were divided among three differ.
ent powers.
In 17386 B&i Rido's claims in the Deccan were enhanced by

an hereditary grant of the Sardéshpindegeri, or five per cent or
the revenue of the six Sababs.

“In A.p. 1740 a large Maritha army marched south to Mysore:;
but this expedition does not appear to have affected this district.

~#h 1747 a treaty was concluded between the Péshva and the
Navib Majid Khan of Savanir, By it the Navib was compelled tc
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yield up the whole of the country comprised in the taliks (as they
were in 1830) of . Bagalkét, Bddami, Pidshapir, Kittar, Dharwar,

N Navalgund, Parasgad, Dammul, and part of Réani Bedndr and

Kéd; Gokak, Yadvad and Térgal were also ceded, with others—
in all 36 districts. The forts of Bankapir, Térgal, and Belgaum
being family possessions, were specially continued to the Navab.
Whether the stipulations of this treaty were fully carried out at
this time seems doubtful. Anether and more formal treaty was
subsequently made, as will be seen, with Majid Khan’s successor,
Abdul Hakim Khan, compelling further cessions in addition to
those "enumerated above. The treaty of 1847 is described,
in the report quoted, from a copy from the Poona records; local
tradition gives a later date for the actual transfer of some of the
districts.

In 1750 Sadashiva Rao Bhio, the cousin of the Péshva, being
discontented with his treatment at Poona, made overtures to the
Kélapar Raja, and was appointed his Péshva. He obtained the
session of three forts in this district, Pargad, Kal4nidhigad and
Chandgad, together with a grant of land of five thousand ru;.)eeS a
year. However he soon resigned his employment under Kélapir,
and returned us Prime Minister to Poona.

Towards the close of 1753, the Péshva Balaji Béji Rio
made an expedition into the Carnatic, with the object of recover-
ing the tribute flue to the Maratha State which had got into
arrears. *When the Marathas proceeded beyond their boun-
dary to collect revenue, and to make war, were synonymous; when.
ever a village resisted, its officers were seized, and compelled by
threats, and sometimes by torture, more or less severe, to come to
a settlement. When the garrison of fortified places made an un.
successful resistance, they were put to the sword.” These expedi-
tions were called “Mulkgiri.”’ The present one extended to Mysore,
and in the course of it on the return of the army towards Poona,

in February. 1754, Gokak was taken possession of by the Péshva.
It had previously belonged to the S4vantr Navabs, who construct.

ed the mosque, and Gan)i Khana which overhangs the river.
78
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In the western part ofthe district there was also a change this
year. The Jaghirdar of Hére was compelled to cede half of his

taldka to the Péshva. Forty-seven villages were continued to him. .

The Hérekar belongs to the family of the Désays of Savantvadi.
About the year 1724 Nagsavant, the second son of the Sar-Désay,
Phénd Savant, under whom the Wadi State attained its greatest

celebrity, over.ran and subjugated the Wadiand Chandagad Mahals’

above the Ghats. He established a thana in Chandagad, and built
the fort of Gandarvagad. The Chandagad Mahal was afterwards
taken from him, but Maina Bai, his son’s widow, was in possession
of the Hére taltka in 1840. - '

The proximity of Baliji Baji Rao’s army threatened Belgaum
fort, and alarmed the governor llachi Beg, who held it on behalf
of the SavanGr Navab, He wrote to the Governor of Goa solicit-
ing aid. The answer received, his descendant S.hamshar Beg,
Inimdar of BdstaV'éd, in the Hukkéri Mahal, has put into my hands,
It is dated 15th May 1754 ; and declines to give the aid required,
on the two grounds: first, that though allied to the Mogul -or
Mogor king, as ?he word is written, the King of Portugal was also
in alliance with Bal4ji B4ji Rio; and, secondly that the danger to
the fort had passed as the Péshva had continued his march towards

" Poona.

Again, in November of this year, the Péshvd’s army advanced
into the Carnatic. Balaji B4ji Rao himself accompained it as far
as Yeddr, the village on the Krishna, within this district, famous
for the sanctity of its temple, and its magnificient grove of mangos
and tamarinds. e there gave over the command of the army to
Mahadaji Pant, and returned to Poona. ‘The Marathis marched
to Bednore. With them was a Mussalman officer Muzaffar Khan,
who had left the service of M. Bussy, and gone over to Péshva in
a.0. 1752. In the course of this expedition he took offence at
some interference in the muster of the corps, and having left the
Péshva’s service, he entered that of the Savanar Navab.

The Péshva indignant at this defection, demanded his surren-

der. .Abdul Hakim Khan, the Navab, refused to give him up. The
Péshva, who previously had been on friendly terms with the Navab,
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now declared war against him, He collected a large army on the
Krishna in the cold weather of 1755, and having taken Bagalkét,

. marched against Sdvanar. The Navib was soon reduced to sue for

a peace, and was admitted to terms in the beginning of 1756, on
giving up eleven ‘s Mahals,” or districts to the Péshva.. This ces-
sion amounted to half the extent of his estate, and included all *

that was situated in our district except a portion of the Parasgad
taluka.

Belgaum fort was probably surrendered with the rest. Itis
difficult to ascertain the exact date of its cession.

‘The Péshva, as the Savantr Navib had done before him, con-
tented himself with receiving a tribute from the Désays of his new
territory, and lcft to them the management of the country.

Gopal Rio Patvardhan was with the Péshva at the seige of S4-
vanar. He is said to have arranged the terms of the surrender. His
father, Gévind Réo, had got employment at Poona about 1730 ; and
had by his active support of the Péshva laid the foundation of the
subsequent greatness of his family, The service rendered on this
occasion may have led to the Patvardhans settling in this part of
the country. Within a few years a great part of this district was
granted to them in Sarinjam,.

Vi3

In 1760 Nizam Ali was defeated by the Marathas, and made

large cessions of territory, in which was included the province of L

Bijapar. The greater part of the territory thus acquired was grant.
ed as military Jighir by the Péshva to his officers, among whom
the Patvardhans obtained a share proportionate to their distinction.
In 1761 Gévind Hari Patvardhan held the fort of Mirdj and other
Sarinjims.

About this time the administratiop of the Kélapar State fell
into disorder under Jiji Bii, the widow of Sambaji, the late king.
Great irregularities prevailed, and marauders from Klapir spread
across the Krishna far into the territory of the [é
to the first of the numerous changes of masterg#y
of Chikkédi and Munéli bave undergone. £’
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The Péshva had reduced the Hukkéri Désiy to subjection in
1763-64 and had handed over his district with others in the Carnatic

to the Rani of Kélapar on payment of a “nazar” of five lakhs of

Rupees. But in 1769 the Péshva, on the occurrence of a dispute
withthe Rani, arising from the plundering incursions of her subjects,
ordered the resumption of the district; and in 1770 appointed a
Méimlutdir of his own, named Ramchandra Mahadeo Paranjeppe,
who at the same time held Mundli fort in pledge for money advan-
ced to Kélapar. To describe at once these frequent internal
changes would result in such confusion, that I shall not attempt it
here. ' ’ ‘

In 1761 Haidar Ali was invested with the title of Navéb of
Sira, and took possession of that province towards the close of the
year. This was a direct attack on the Marithas, part of whose
possessions Qira then was. In 1763 Haidar’s conquests included
‘Sunda, and his frontier reached far tothe northward of the Tunga.
bhadra. He determined in order to form a defensive cordonalong
bis northern frontier, where he was exposed to retaliatory attacks
by the Marathés, to attach to his interest the Pathan Navabs of
Karndal, Kaddapa and Savandr.

The territory of the latter formed an indentation into the late
acquisitions of Haidar, who now endeavoured to force the Navib
into alliance. But interest bound him to the Marathas, and
Haidar's advances were met by a direct refusal. On this the
Mysore army marched against Savanir, and early in 1764 reduced
the Navab Abdul Hakim Khan to submission. Fazlulla Khén
was left by Haidar to extend his conquest northward. This he
did successfully by the capture of Dharwar and subjection of the
country nearly up to the Krishna. In our district, however, his
posts do not seem to have passed the Malparba, as neither Gékak
nor Belgauin were taken possession of.

In the month of April Gépal Réo Patvardhan of Miraj marched
against Fazlulla Khén,and was defeated with great loss.

Early in May Madhava Réo Péshva crossed the Krishna with a
latge army, and in a month had forced Haidar out of the Savanir
country. He cantoned at Narendra, a place of whose position Grant

’
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Duffhas doubts, byt which is probably the town of that name six
miles north-west of Dharwar ; and as soon as the weather permitted

. he laid seige to the fort at the last-named place. By the end of

January 1765 he had compelled Haidar to make a treaty, in which
gne of the stipulations was that Haidar was to relinguish all claims
on Abdul Hakim Khan and the country of Savantr.

In 1764 Gévind Hari Patvardhan of Miraj had assigned in
Sarinjam to himself, and his two nephews, Parashurim Ramchandra
of Tasgam and Nilkant Rao Trimbak of Kurandvad, lands yielding a
rental of twenty-five lakhs. Among these in our district were villages’
in the Ainapir and Manjare Karyats; eight  phut-gams” or de-
tached villages in Hukkéri, at this time belonging to Kélapar; and
in the Karnatak (as the country south of the Gatparba is called
in the Taindt Zibita of the Patvardhans translated by Captain
West) the two Prints of Yadwad and Shahpir (near Belgaum).
The tribute paid by Kittar, amounting to the large sum of Rs:.
1,40,000, also went to the support of the Patvardhan contingent.

In 1769 Madhava Rao Péshya, irritated by the continual
incursions of Kélapar marauders into his country, determined to
circumscribe the power of that State. With this end he dispos-
sessed it of several districts, including Chikkédi and Munéli, which
he handed over in 1770 to his own relations the Patvardhans.

From this period commenced the long and rancorous enmity
between Kolapar and the Patvardhans, which gave rise to a
series of attacks and reprisals, continuing into the next century.

Madhava Réao died in 1772, Next year his successor was
murdered by Rughunith Rao, better known as Raghdéba. Early
in 1774 the revolution broke out of the ministers against Raghd-
ba. This event, which shook the Marith4 state to its centre, was
quickly taken advantage of by its enemiesin the Deccan. Haidar,
in September 1773, had sent his son Tip4, with a strong detachment,
to recover the districts conquered by the Marathis in the late war.
Nizam Ali now prepared for hostilities, and his brother Basélat
Jang, Jaghirdar of Adoni, at the same time entered the Marathé
districts, and levied contributions as far as Athani and Miraj. But
Véman Réo Patvardhan soon compelled him to retire, |
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Towards the end of this year Raghunath Rao marched against
Haidar ; but on hearing of the confederacy of the ministers was but
too glad to conclude a treaty by which Haidar acknowledged
him as the exclusive head of the Maratha State.

Kdélapur was engaged in constant warfare withthe Patvardhans ¥
and strengthened herself about this time by analliance with Haidar,
and supported the cause of Raghunath Ré4o against the ministers.

In 1772 the Péshva among his last act restored Chikkédi and
Mundli to Kélaptr : it is said that he believed his fatal illness to have
heen caused by the curses of the Réani, whom his seizure of these
districts had aggrieved.

In 1772 Konhér Rao Trimbak, Patvardhan of Kurandvad, made
a raid into the heart of the Kélapar country, and after destroying
many villages was defeated by Yesdji Shinde, the minister of Kél4-
par, at Bhéj, in the Chikkédi tilaka. Towards the close of the
year however he again invaded the kingdom with greater success.

_ In March 1776, shortly after his conclusion of the first treaty
~with the English in Bombay, Raghunith Rio wrote to Haidar, and
proposed an arrangement just such as the Mysore king desired.
It was that Haidar should take possession of the whole of the
Maratha territory up to the Krishna, and should there hold himself
ready to assist Raghundth Rao with troops and money as occasion
required. In accordance with this arrangement Haidar marched

" against Savanarin April 1776, and before the rains had succeeded

in making himself master of about half of the whole original pro-

vince. It will be remembered that the Navab had been deprived of
half of his country by the Mar4thas, in which portion the provinces
in our district were included.

After the rains Konhér Réo Trimbak Patvardhan was sent to
dislodge Haidar’s garrisons. He was defeated and slain at Saunsi
(S.E. of Dharwar) by Mohammad Ali, Haidar’s lieutenant, The
pursuit was continued for nine miles from the field of battle.

. The death of Konhér Réo, and capture of Pandurang Réo,
left to Parashurém Bhéo of Tisgém the leadership of the Patvar-
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dhans, and command-in-chief of the forcessupported from their
extensive sarinjim, He assembled an army of 30,000 men at

_ Miraj in the beginning of 1777 ; but after some timid manceuvring

south of the Krishna, he recrossed that river, and left the country
to the disposal of Haidar’s officers.

Another attempt to check Haidar made by the ministers in the
cold weather of 1777 was f'rlustrated, and by the end of 1778 he was
in possession of Dharwar, taken after a protracted seige, and of all
the country south ofthe Malparba in our district, and of the Krishna
to the gastward. ¢« The rapidity of the conquest was facilitated by
his attention to local circumstances; he found the country chiefly
held by hereditary Disdys, and he consented for the present to
receive from them their accustomed Péshkash, on the condition
of the prompt payment, asa free gift, of a further sum equal to
their aunual revenue.,” The chief Désiys so treated by Haidar,
who held lands in this district, were those of Navalgund, Kittar
and Nargund. The Désay of the first named place had to pay a
nazarana of a lakh of huns.  The Marithas had themselves assumed
the management of all the Khalsat villages in the Désays’ estates,
and only continued to the Désays the inam villages, and the hak-
vartans, &c., under the head of «vatan” in the Khalsa villages,
Haidar now restored the charge of all the villages to the Désays.

It is curious hcre to observe how, after a lapse of nearly six
centuries, history repeated itself in this part of the country. At the
end of the 12th century, as is mentioned in the beginning of this
account, the Yidava kings of Dévagiri and Dvara Samudra were
at war for the country on the Malparba; and now armies from
Poona and Mysore were again contending on the same field of

_battle. Again the northern power succeeded finally in driving

back the southern; and to continue the parallel, had not held its

conquests many years before they were wrung from it by a
foreign invader.

No serious attempt to dislodge Haidar was made by the
Government at Poona. The hands of the ministers were too full
of the war with Raghéba and the English to allow them to attend
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to other matters. Besides this, in 1777, the Kdlapdr troops
had made a predatory incursion into Miraj, and had declared war

in support of Raghdba’s cause. Réamchandra Hari, one of the .

Ministerial officers, was sent to drive back the invaders, and re-
occupy the districts, among which were Chikkédi and Mundli,
which they had taken. He was defeated by Yesaji Shindé the
Kélapir commander. The famous Mahad4ji Shindé (Sindia)
was then sent from Poona. He soon restored order, and dictated
a treaty at the gates of Kélapar, by which Chikkédi and Mundli
were restored to the Péshva.  On his departure in 1777 Parashuram
Bhio of Tasgim resumed his attacks on Kdlapar, and laid seige
to Akkivat (in Chikkddi), which was gallantly defended by two
brothers. Their death in an assault and the pressure of famine
soon caused the place to be surrendered. :

About this time a war broke out between Kélapir and Savant.
vadi. The Raja of the former State was jealous of the distinctiong
which had been conferred on the chief of the latter by the
Emperor of Delhi; and the ruler of Wadi continued by intrigue
to foment disturbances in Kélapar. The result was thatin 1778

-the Rija attached the Héré talaka, captured the forts of Gandarvy.

gad, Narasinhagad, and Bharatagad, and over-ran a great part of
the Wadli territory. In 1793 these forts were restored to Wadi
through Sindia’s influence.

In 1779 Haidar married his daughter to the eldest son of
Abdul Hakim Khan, the Navib of Sdvandr, and his second son
to the sNavab’s daughter. 'The half of Sivanir given up to
Balaji Baji Réo in 1756 was now restored to the Navab; and thus
that part of our district, namely Parasgad, Sampagam, Bidi, Gokak
and Belgaum, which had before been included in the Navab’s
possession, come again nominally under his jurisdiction, Butin
reality Parasgad, with Sampagam and Bidi (the KittGr Chief’s
estate) were only at Haidar’s disposal. Belgaum was protected by
its fort and that of PAdshapur; while Gdkak had been over-run
and occupied by Irappa, the Kittar Désay in 1778, and was

reconquered for the Péshva in this year (1779) by Parashuram .

Patvardhan, the Désiy being taken prisoner. This taldka
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continued to belong to the Péshva for three years. Then in 1783
1t was given over in Sarinjam to the Datvardhaus, at a revenue

_ calculated at Rs. 98,109-15-0.

While these marriages were being celebrated an envoy arrived
at Haidar’s court from Poona to propose an alliance. The minis-
ters had intended war ; but the escape of Raghoba, and his reception

" by the English, determined the Poona Governmentto form an alli-
ance with- Haidar and Nizdm Ali, for the purpose of expelling
the English from India. To induce Haidar to accede to- their
proposals, they confirmed the cession of territory: between the
Krishna and Tungabhadra which had been formerly made to him
by Raghoba.  On his part Haidar engaged to pay a tribute.

In this treaty, at the special request of Haidar, Keélaplr was
included. This State had been in alliance with Mysore since 1777.
It now was induced to join the Péshva by the nominal cession of
Chikkédi and Mundli.  The two talGkas were however retained by
the Péshva for the liquidation of a contribution of fifteen lakhs
imposed on Kdlapar to pay the cxpensces of the late wars; and
remained in the undisturbed possession of Parashurim Bhio for
twelve years.

In 1784 Nin& TFarnavis and Nizim Ali entered into an
alliance, the principal aim of which was to recover from Tipa the
districts which they hadlost through the encroachmentsof his father
Haidar. Action was not taken immediately on this treaty ; and
Tipd took advantage of the opportunity thus given him {o
strengthen his frontier by securing the fortresses. With this object
in March 1785 he laid scige to Nargund, the Désiy of which
-place had refused to submit to the heavy exactions laid by Tipa
.on his tributary chiefs, Parashurim Bhio Patvardhan advanced

-to relieve Nargund, but was driven back; Tipa acquiring, in the
advance movement which eusued, the fort of Ramdurg, which
fell to him on the 5th May.  Ndiund Farnavis directed a large force

~.to support the Patvardhan, but at the same time ¢xpressed his

. . (4 A ’ . . L 4 3 ’
.desire for an accommodation, Tipdreadily acceded, and the Mari-

" «thé army retired behiud the Krishna, Hardly had they done so

:8 B
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when Lipd, in defiauce of the engagement he had just entered
mto, seized Nargund by treachery, and garrisoned it with hisown
troops. In a similar manner he took possession of Kittar and
occupied the fort with a strong detachment,

*“'To crown these acts, as if he designed to render himself as
odious as possible to the Marathas, Tipa forcibly circumcised
many of the Hindu inhabitants of the territory south of the Krish-
na, and two thousand Brahmans, disciples of Shankaracharya,
destroyed themselves to avoid the detested violation.”

These outrages compelled Nana Farnavis to assemble another
army toact against Tipia. The alliance with the Nizim was drawn
closer; and the confederate forces advanced to the seige of Badamn
in May 1786.

While the main army lay before this fortress, a detachmeunt
under Tukkdji Holkar marched westward, and expelled Tipa's
troops from every part of the Kittar districts, except the fort, which
was invested ; Holkar, however, failed to take it, though he was

_ before it for more than a month,

In the campaign which ensued Tipi had rather the advantage,
Yet he was driven by his fears of English invasion to hurry on a
passification by large concessions to the enemy. Peace was made
in April 1787 ; Tipa, among other places, giving up Kittir to the
Margthas. Their army however had scarcely recrossed the Krish-
na before the fort was again seized by the Mysore troops. On this
occasion the Désiy Mallasarjya was taken prisoner; he soon after
escaped, and took refuge in the Maritha camp.

No immediate step was taken by Nand Farnavis to punish this
glaring breach of the treaty; and it was not till Tipd’s attack on
‘Travancore had broken the ties that bound the English to his alli-

“ance, and set them free to join a confederacy against him, that the
Poona Government decided to.make another effort for the recovery
of the districts usurped by Mysore.

During the three years which elapsed, Tip@’slieutenant, Badr -

ul Zemén Khén, took the management of the Jaghir landsinto his
- own hands, and merely allotted to the Désiys enough for their
support, depriving them of all power.

.....
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While the Maritha and Mysore armies were engaged in the
east parts of this district, the west were not free from disturbance.
The Chief of Nésaragi-(near Daddi) joined the Chief of Andrina
rebellion against his master the Raji of Kélapar, and possessed him- .
self of the forts of Vallabhagad, Gandharvagad and Bhimgad, which
are all three situated in this zilla. He and his confederates were -
put down, their army dispersed, and the forts retaken in 1787.

e The treaty between the English, Nizam Ali, and the Mara.
thas, which was the cause of Tipd’s final expulsion from these dis-
tricts,owas made on st June 1790, a preliminary agreement having
been signed on 29th March, Parashuram Bhio Patv'\rdhan was
u})pomtul to command the Marithaarmy, and set out from Pooua for
'Tasgam early in May, in orderto collect and equip hisarmy. He was
to be aided under the treaty by two battalions with their artillery,
which the English had engaged to furnish. These troops, under

captain Little, arrived at Thsgam in June. They are the first
British troops which ever entered our districts. ‘They consisted
of 8th and 11th battalions of native infantry, one campany of
european artillery, and two companies of gun lascars, with six
field pieces.

The advance commenced in August. On the 9th the army
crossed the boundary of our district, and the English officers got
their first sight of the Krishna from the rising ground above the
town of Kagvid. 'Fhence they advanced to the Krishna, and
camped at Yeddr, a favourite halting place.  Their next camp was
Kalsli; thence Bhendvad ; thence on the20th August they reached

“the Gatparba, opposite Gokdk., Here the “f'cld officer” (Lneut
“Price) (from whose account I quote) went with his companions to
“see the falls, whose thundering sound had been in their ears all
-':mtrht Gokdk was found 1emarl\ablc for ncatness and cleanliness ;
?‘and then as now owed its prosperity to its weavers. The fort at

~that time contained no artillery,  On the 31st the British battalions

l. _‘itarted from Gokak and marched to Mundli, camping for the night

At SivapGr.  On 4th Scptember they crossed the riven and enter-

/*{d the enemy’s territory. Mundli fort was at this time in the
pmsessnon of Parashuram Bhio, who had taken it from the Chief of
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Torgal in 1786. They next marched to Saundatti, going by way of

Ugaragdl round Parasgad hill.  Hence they reached Gtiral Hosdr,
where they remained one day, and then went on to Kallir, near
Bétageri, in the Dharwar district.

Then began the opertions against Dharwar, which océupied a
period of 209 days, and ended in the surrender of the fort on the 7th
April 1791. This conquest involved the mastery of all the sur-
rounding country ; so that the parts of our district which were
subject to Tipa, namely Parasgad and the Kittar Désay’s lands,
now again became portion of the Maritha country, although the
formal cession was not made by treaty until February 1792, when
the Maratha frontier was again extended to the Tungabhadra.

Parashuram Bhao had been obliged to raise troops for this ser-
vice in excess of the quota due from his estates ; to reimburse him the
Lonquered districts were assigned to him. He placed a Mamlut.-
dar in Kittar, and made it a suboxdmatc pargana of Dharwar, the
Désay receiving only an allowance for his support.

With Parashurim Bhio’s force marched a partizan officer
named Dhondo Pant Gdkhale, in command of 1,000 horse, He
was originally an agent superintending a part of the marine cstab.
lishment at Vijayadurg, and subsequently rose high in Byji Rao’s
favour, and was appointed Sar Sabehdar of the Karnatak., At
this time however he was in the position ofa dependent on Parash..
uram Bhao, and was left behind, while his chief marched to Serin.
gapatam, to collect money from the R4ja of Kittar, ¢ When the
Bhéo returned, he found Dhondo Pant had made himself so strong
by his intrigues in the country in which he had been left, and by
applying the money he had raised from the R4ja of Kittar to the
raising of troops, that the Bhio was under the necessity of temporis-
ing with him, and from that period Dhondo Pant Gokhale main-
tained more the character of an independent adherent than an
obedient servant of the Patvardhan family,”

In 1792 a severe famine devastated these districts.

The close of the eighteenth century was a period of great dis-
turbance in this part of the country. Shivaji, Raja of Kélapdr, took

advantage of the confusion into which the suicide of the Péshva
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Madhuva Rio threw the whole Maratha State, and temporarily
extended the limits of his kingdom as far south as the Tungabhadra.

" After Parashuram Bhéo’s return from co-operating with the English

in Mysore, he immediately renewed his old feuds with Kélapdr,
and in 1793 laid seige to the city. During the next two years he
was absent at Poona, and deeply involved in the intrigues at that
court. These resulted in a falling out between him and Nénd
Farnavis, who in revenge incited the R4ja of Kdlapuar to attack
the Patvardhan districts. He accordingly, after the rains of 1796,

marched southwards, and plundered Haballi and Nalamdhi, and”

took the fort of Vallabagad above Sankeshvar. He then besieged
Téhsgam, which he took and sacked, burning Parashuram Bhio’s

alace to the ground. Ile also took possession of Chikkédi and
Mundli; the fort at the last named place not falling until after a
_seige of one month.

The fort of Saundalge (on the road north of Nipani) fell also

~this year to the Kélapar Rijd’s troops.  Great loss was suffered by

the assailants, as the defence was obstinate.  The principal towers
had been mined and were blown into the air as the enemy entered.

Towards the closc of 1797 the Rija was again in the field.
Gékak was forced to pay a tribute of Rs. 1,20,000; Kittir was
‘mulcted in a large sum as tribute ; and officers were left to manage
the country, and to collect the revenuce on behalf of Kélapar,

In 1798 Parashuram Bhio was released from the confinement

* $n which he had been detained at Poona. Being obliged to serve

in the war which followed the insurrection of Satira, he could not

. immediately avail himself of bis liberty, in order to drive the Kéla-

,pur invaders from his estates. They continued their aggressions,
“‘being generally successsful in the field against Dhondo Pant Go.
(Mhale, Sar Subedar, the only officer of the Péshva, who opposcd
them He succeeded indeed in giving them a scevere check in

<.an engagement fought near Sivanar; but the Rijd, who had been

gbsent, soon joined the beaten army with reinforcements, and

ff mstored and increased the dominion which he had acquired in the
: Pg;hva s territory.

'y
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‘large sums in gifts and charitable endowments.
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It was at this time, in 1798, that the large tract of country
once included in the Navalgund Chicf’s jaghir, but n®w usurped
by Dhondo Pant Gékhale came into the posssession of the Réja
of Kélapar. With the object doubtless of binding the Désay to
his interest, the R4ja restored him the full extent of the former
Jaghir,

The way in which this family, one of the oldest in the Deccan,
and now represented by Jayappa, Désiy of Sirsangi (deccased
since this was written), lost its possessions is curious and interest-
ingin connection with this district. I have already mentioned how
the family was founded more than three hundred years ago. The
fourth Désay, Linga Gauda, received honours and an extension of his
vatan from Ali Adil Shéh in 1649, asa reward for distinguished ser-
vice in the field. The last king of Bijapar further increased the
estate, and it does not appear to have suffered diminution at the
hands of the Savanar Navabs, who, on the fall of Bijapar, became
the paramount lords to whom the Désiys owed allegiance. Linga
Gauda’s son, Jayappa Désay, was the most distinguished member of
the family. He had areputation for great wisdom and ability. For
aid rendered to the Kdlapar Réja in establishing his rule under
the treaty of 1730 with Satira, he was rewarded with many villages,
and several more were granted him by the Sivanar Navab.  Among
these were Hanchinél, Saundatti, Sangrashikop, and many others
in our district. He built the fort of Saundatti in 1734, and spent
In the time of
his second son, Lmoappa, the war ot 1755 broke out betweeu the
Péshva and Savanar. The sanads and other valuable documents of
the family were entrusted for safe keeping to onc Juneju, a Kiledar.
When peace was made he refused to surrender the papers; and
even though an order from the Péshva was served on him, they
were never recovered. Hence it bappended that only certain
Indm villages were cogtinued to the Désays by the Péshva. Sub-
sequently Haidar Ali, in 1778, restored the full posseemons of the
Samasthan to the Désiys on payment of a nazarina of a lakh of
huns ; but after three years’ quict possession, his demands rose
with his wants to such unbearable exaction that the Désdy, after

" ¢ver his interest,
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great disturbances had arisen, had to fly his districts, and take-

refuge in the Péshva’s territory.  Badr Zaman Khan, Tip@’s lieute-
nant in Dharwar, broke all the vatandirs under his control, and
~only allowed them to retain enough for their subsistence. This
took place in 1787. Three years afterward Parashuram Bhio
promised to do his best to obtain the release of their vatan for the
Désiys. The Péshva’s Government refused, alleging that they
had been put to great expense in the late war, and cculd not release
the Inimdirs’ vatans until this outlay had been reimbursed. In
the meantime the Désiy was granted ten villages for his support,
which #&re those still remammg to the family, with the exceptlon
of Belléri, which was given in exchange for Gural Hosdr. - It was
the intention of the Désdy to go to PO()IM, and negotiate the release
* of his vatan, when the confusion ensuing on the suicide of Madhuva

" Rdo made it so extremely improbable that he would obtain a

hearing, that his expedition was deferred till a better opportunity.
Subsequently Dhondo Pant Gékhale having risen high in the
* favour of Biji Rio, took Navalgund and Gadak, both parts of the
Désty’s vatan for himself; and no claim, however just, could prevail
Whenhein his turn was defeated by the Kélapar
Réj4, as has been mentioned immediately before this digression,

- Jayappa Désay was once more put in possession of -almost all his
“ large estates.
~ be shown, the Kélapar Riaja had soon to withdraw from his new

‘These he only enjoyed for a year ; for as will now

acquisitions, and Gokhale once more possessed himself of the
Désay’s villages, and left him only the small number allotted by the
Péshva for his subsistence. Against the Péshva’s favour towards
. @6khale it was vain to strive; so Javnppa Dcmy finally resigned

5 himself to the loss of the great possessions which the worth of his

ancestors had acquired, aml which the misfortune, and not the
2+ fuult, of his father and himself had alienated from the family,

:f«‘? “ It was not till June 1799 that Parashuram Bhéo was able to
& utidertake the recovery of his districts, and the expulsion of the
?%Eﬂija of Kélapir from the DPéshvi’s territory. It was resolved by
Wﬁl’e Poona Government that the force, which it had been intended
_jtb' employ in alliance with the English against Tip4, should be
.’(f'x‘ected against Kélapir., But as it coald not be got in motion

'i
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before the end of the rains, Parashuram Bhio hastened to the south

inadvanceof the main army, and was cngaged in the middle of the .
monsoon in retaking the forts between the Gatparba and Malparba.
He advanced from Gékik in September, and marched towards -

Kdlapir, hoping himself to end the war before it became necessary

for the army to start from Poona. He encamped in great force .

at Chikk4di, and was confronted by the Réja of Kélapirin person,

‘with an army of 16,000 men, camped on the low hills near Pattan-

kédi, a small village about three miles east of Nipani. Here a battle
was fought, which after being some time doubtful, ended in a victory
for Kélapar, and the death of Parashuram Bhio, the most famous
of the Patvardhans, He is said to have been mortally wounded,
taken prisoner, and carried into the presence of the R4ja, when he
was beaten to death with bamboos. The account of this barbarous
action is however variously given, and is denied by all belongig
to Kolapdar. '

Parashuram Bhio’s body was buried where he fell ; the spot
is marked by a small tomb.

This victory did not prove of any permanent advantage to
Kélapar. The force already prepared to act.against the Raja has.
tened from Poona, and sat down before Kolapar in November,
The seige continued till March 1800, and would no doubt have
terminated disastrously for Kélapar, had the war not been brought
to a sudden end in consequence of intrigues at Poona. Sindia, five
of whose disciplined Dbattalions were with the force before the
town, had long wished to possess himself of the Patvardhan’s
extensive and fertile jaghir. B4ji Rio desired to ruin the family, and
Sindia was only too glad to lend himself to further the Péshva’s plot.
Intelligence of this couspiracy reached the sons of Parashurim Bhio,
and caused them instantly to retire from Kélapiir, and seek safety
where they could. Sindia’s five battalions were ordered to attack the
Patvardhan j4ghir and give assistance to Siddéji Rao Nimbalkar,
commonly called Appa Sahib, Désiy of Nipéni, who now for the
first time comes prominently into notice. He had been engaged

‘in-a series of foraysinto the Miraj Jighir, undertaken on directions

from Sindia, and was now before Nérali, between Sunkeshvar and
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Hukkéri, having unsuccessfully besieged the fort for some time.
No sooner however did Sindia’s troops appear than the garrison
evacuated the place, and Nérali was taken possession of for Nipéni.
The battalions were shortly after recalled ; but the Nipanikar at the

head of a body of horse plunderedanddevastated this country from

Miraj to Bijapar.

At this time the districts of Chikkédi and Mundli were ceded

to Koélapir by the treaty which Sindia forced the Péshva to conclude.
They were taken possession of by Sindia’s troops, and the Nipani
Désiy; nominally on behalf of Kolapar, This treaty was afterwards
repudiated by the Péshva, on the ground that it was exacted from
him.

While the siege of Kolapir was in progress, this district was
exposed to the ravages of the famous depredator Dundya Wig, As
it was in pursuit of him that Colonel Wellesley (Duke of Welling-
ton) first entered our district, some notice of his career is necessary.
He began life as a private soldier in Haidar’s army, and rose gra-
dually by his daring and unscrupulousness. During Lord Cor-
wallis’ campaign against Tipa in 1790, he deserted the Sultan’s
service, and betook himself to the country about Dharwar, where
he commenced his career as a frecbooter, The Poona Governinent
did not succeed in checking him till June 1794, when Dhondo
Pant Gdkhale totally defeated him, and drove him to take refuge
with his late master Tipa. The latter reccived him back, and
offered him large preferments ifhe would turn Mahomedan, Dun.

dya refused, was forcibly circumcised and cast into prison; where -

he was kept in irons until liberated by the English on the taking
of Seringapatam.

. He soon commenced to plunder, and was driven by a British
force from Mysore. He then hastened to repair to his old haunts
about Dharwar, and having again raised a force of desperate

~_characters of every sort, was taken into the service of the R4 of

Kolapir, about August or eptember 1799. He soon, however,
quarrelled with the R&ji, quitted his service, and commenced

- marauding on his own account. For this there were now great
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facilities, as Dhondo Pant, the Péshva’s Sar Sabedar, and the other

Maratha chieftains, were engaged on the seige of Kélapar, and left
the country unprotected. Dundya accordingly gathered strength,
“and plundered several places near Kittar, and to the northward of
Dharwar in the early months of 1800. He established himself in
the Savanidr country, and threatened the territory lately acquired
by the Company. Colonel Wellesley was in command of the troops
in Mysore; and on his representations of the impossibility of ever
settling the country until the suppression of Dundya, he was or-
dered to march gainst the depredator, and authorised to enter the
Maratha territory. He accoxdmgly marched in June 1300. Be-
fore he reached the Varda river Appa Sahib Patvardhan and
Dhondo Parit Gokhale went to Kittar for the purpose of procuring
some money from the Désay, intending then to march south, and
co-operate against Dundya. But the latter immediately marched
against them from Riya Hiballi where he was camped.

They endeavoured to draw off into the jungly country north.
west of Kittar ; but on the 30th June Dundya attacked the rear-
. guard commanded by Dhondo Pant, and put to flight the whole

army. Dhondo Pant was killed ; and Dundya, in fulfilment of &
savage vow made when he was defeated, and his family and effect
captuxed by Dhondo Pant after the British had driven him from
Mysore, dyed his moustaches in the dead man’s blood. This battle
took place near Kittar, probably to the southward, between Halyal
and Dharwar, to which two places the fugitives from the beaten
“army fled.

Dundya remained in the Kittar country uutil Colonel
Wellesley’s arrival at Savanar drew him in that direction. He did
not dare to risk an engagement, but fled ; and towards the end of
July lay at Saundatti, with his main force, intending to cross his
baggage over at Mungli. Colonel Wellesley arrived at A’lagavadi
on the 29th, and Dundya immediately broke up from Saundatti
one part of his army going to Doddavid, another to the eastward
cand a third towards Mundli with ghe baggage. On the 30th
Colouel Wellesley marched from A’lagavadli to Ugaragdl, and hear-
ing that Dumlus detachment was at Mundli, immediately deter-
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mined to move on and attack him. ‘L'he action is thus described
in the despatch :—¢ Larrived here. (opposite Mundli) with the ca-
valry at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and found the camp stand-
ing, and that we had surprised theenemy. Iinstantly attacked his
camp with the cavalry only. Lieutenant Colonel Torin attacked
their left with the Ist and 4th regiments, and Colonel Stevenson
and Colonel Peter their front and right with the 25th dragoons and
2nd regiment of cavalry. The camp was strong, with its rear to
the Malparba, covered by the fort of Mundli on the other side of
it, and a deep nullah along its front and left. The 2nd regiment
of cavalry, under these circumstances, was the only eorps which

‘v

ot into it, but every person there was either killed or driven into

the river.  All the baggage, two clephants, many camels, horses,
bullocks, &c. &c., fell into our hands. Numbers of people were
drowned orshot in attempting to cross the river, and many prison-
ers, women and children, &c. &c., weretaken. Major Blaquiers
with four troops of the 25th dragoons pursued to the eastward a

party which appear to have been outside the camp, and drove

them into the river.” Six guus belonging to Dundya had been
passed over the swollen streambefore the attack. Halfan hourafter
the camp was carried a party of Dragoons attempted to swim the
river and scize a boat which was lying under the fort. The force
of the monsoon flood carried them tar down below the spot where
the boat lay. But two oflicers, Lieutenants Fitchet and Jackson,
succeeded in stemming the current, brought back the boat, and with
itsaid the guus were soon taken possession of. About 5,000 men were
driven into the Malparba and drowned. Among the rest one
of the leaders, “Bubber Jung, was in the camp, put on his armour
to fight, mounted his horse, and rode him into the river, where he
was drowned.” The fort of Mundlifired on the Company’s troops,
and was taken possession of by Colonel Wellesley. He handed it
over to Appa Sihib Patvardhan’s Divan, who again transferred
it to the Nipani Chicf.

Dundya Wag after this heavy blow made off towards Kittdr,
and on the 4th August was before Khinapar. His baggage wa?
sent on through the jungle to the sources of the Malparba, where
it was passed over. His people were exposed to every kind of
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hardship, and deserted him in crowds. He marched to Shabpar,
and attempted to loot the town, but was driven off, He thence
went on to the Gatparba, but was unable to cross over, his passage
west of GSkék being resisted at Colonel Wellesley’s request by *“a
Polygar called Narity Seerjary,” Désiy of Chikkédi. Colonel
“Stevenson was seut, with Colonel- Bowser’s detachment and the
4th regiment of cavalry in pursiut of Dundya. Colonel Bowser
crossed the river at Khanapar, and went on to Shahpdir. Dund-
ya made an unsuccessful attempt on Gdkak, and thence went on to
Kaujalagi, and marched out of our district by Yadvid to the
eastward. ' ‘

- Colonel Wellesley was at Saundatti on 1st August, at
Kittir on 7th, on 16th on Malparba, opposite Huaballi, on 19th at
Haballi, on 22nd at Chimalgundi, and on 23rd at Tallar. Dundya
had left in the care of the Désay of this place five guns, tumbrils,
muskets, and ammunition. A detachment was sent which seized
and destroyed them ; the fort of Kattargad being abandoned on its
approach. ’ .

Another detachment had been made under Colonel Capper
to march through the Parasgad valley and occupy the fords of

the Malparba. When passing Hali occasion was taken to punish
the garrison, who though they had received “Cowle,” (or promise
of safety from attack on condition of committing no aggression), yet
had plundered the baggage of the dragoons on its march from
Mundéli to Saundatti after the affair at Mundli on the 30th. Hah
" was carried by escalade on 22nd Augaust; and on the same day Sir-
angi was attacked. Some of the fugitives from Mungli had taken
possession of this fort, and now made a spirited resistance. The
. fire of the garrison was so heavy that the pioneers could not place
the ladder to the wall. ¢ It was carried thither however by the
officers, and was found to be too short. The gateway was then
aitacked, and the outer gate carried, but it was too narrow to
admit the gun upon its carriage. This was taken off the carriage,
and was carried to the inner gate, under a very heavy fire from the
dort, by Sir John Sinclair and his detachment of Coast and Bombay
artillerymen, and the gate burst open.” I need not follow the
pursuit of Dundya beyond the limits of this district, suffice it to
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- say that this short and brilliant campaign, which first conspicuously

"showed the powers of the greatest captain of hisage, came to a suc.

cessful issue on 9th September at Konagal, where Dundya

“was slain and his forces dispersed.

In the present peaceful and prosperous state of this district it
- is difficult to imagine its condition when at one and the same time

no less than eight independent forces were manceuvring throtgh
it.  When Dundya attempted to cross the Malparba he was stop.
ped by the Chikkédi Polygar ; while the latter’s possessions were at

- the same time attacked by Sindia and the Kélapar Raja. The

Nipani Déséy, Dhondo Pant’s nephew, Bipu Gékhale, and Appa
g4hib Patvardhan.” each headed a force of his own ; and the only

. army of the eight that did not live by plunder was Colonel

Welesley’s.
Chikkadi and Mundli had been taken possession of by Sindia’s
troops ; Mundli we have seen handed over to the Nipini Désay ;

" he also received Chikkadi from Sindia’s lieutenant, who was called

away to the north at the end of 1801, and henceforward these two

. districts may be considered as held by him on behalf of the Péshva,

although the whole of Chikkddi was not in his actual possession.
A sentence from a letter of General Wellesley, written at

" Yedar on the Krishna on 1st April 1803, will give an idea of the
' gtate of the country between the end of the campaign against Dun-
~dya and General Wellesley’s return to this district on his way to
" Poonato reinstate Baji Rao Péshva, in accordance with the terms
of the treaty of Bassein : ¢ Since the year 1800, when | wasin
this country before, it has been one continued contest for
. power and plunder between the different chiefs who have
“.armies under their command; between the Patvardhans
' (Parashurim Bhdos family) and Gdkhale, in the countries
». bordering on the Tungabhadra, Varda and Malparba ; between the
"~ Patvardhan and the Réja of Kélapar in those bordering on the

Gatparba and Krishna; between Baphji Sindia, the Kiledar of
Pharwar, and the Raja of Kittér ; between Gékhale and the Raja of
Kittir, and Gékhale and Bépji Sindia ; besides various others of
nferior note, either immediately employed under these, or for
themselves under their protection.”
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All these Chiefs except the Raja of Kélapir joined Colonel
Wellesley in 1803. The Désay of Nipani also marched with him.

A company was left behind at Sangoli (in this district) tokeep

up the communications of the army, and guard the hospital and
+* boats stationed there. The Kittar Désay had consented to give
up the small fort at this placetoserve asa post for the Company.*
General Wellesley marched through the district by the old road from
Dharwar, by Sangéli, Nésaragli, Nagar Muudli, and Y edar.

The Kittir Désiy contributed 100 horse and 100 infantry to
act with the British force § while the Nipani Désay fell inat Nésaragi
with 300 horse and. 100 infantry.

During the latter’s absence the Kélapar Réja took the oppor.
tunity again to harass him. He had forcibly retained Hukkéri, and
the greater part of his tilak of Chikkodi since 1796, so that the
~ Désay had never been able to obtain actual possession of his sarin-
jam. The R4ja now induced his adherent Chendrappa, the Désay
of Tallir, to attack the fort of Munéli. This Désiy beseiged the
town for some days, and harassed the Désay’s country, until Major
General Campbell was ordered by General Wellesley to advance
for the protection of Nipanikar's country. Mundéli was relieved,
and as the Tallar Désiy could not be prevailed on to come to an
accommodation, but fled to Kélapér, his fort at Tallar was also
handed over to the Nipanikar’s manager.

As a reward for his services while co-operating with General

Wellesley the Nipani Désay, in March 1804, received the title of
Sar Lashkar, and sandds for lands in « fau] sarinjam '’ that is for
maintenance of troops for the service of the Poona Government,
valued at Rs. 5,41,120, besides the Mundli district, together with
Pargana Hukkéri, Talakd Chikkédi. Henceforward he becomes
the most conspicuous figure among the chief men who had concern
with this district. He was constantly at war with the Raja of Kéla-
pér, who in the begining of 1804 formally preferred a claim to the
district of Chikkadi, and resisted the Nipanikar, when he tried to

* Similar posts were established on the Krishna and Gatparba.
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take possession of it. The war about this district and Munéli. was
not finally ended until 1808, when the Nipanikar gave the Rija of

Kolapar a total defeat at Séngam, which cost him a loss of 5,000

men, and all his cannon, colours and elephants. The R4ja himself,

severely wounded, escaped by night to his capital. Appa Désiy

then attacked the R4ja’s dependents, and peace was not restored

until the Péshva mediated. It was then agreed that one of the

Kélapir princesses should be married to the Désdy, that hostilities

should cease, and the disputed districts be given up without further

question to Appa Désay on behalf of the Péshva. - The marriage was -
celebrared on 21st June 1809; buta considerable gloom was cast over

the festivities by the sudden departure of the Nipani Chief, who

suspecting treachery decamped during the night with his bride.

After this there was peace until 1811, when the Désiy again
defeated the Raja. In February 1812 the fight was renewed ;.and
in September the Désay was besieging Kolaptar, when the British
Government interfered. This forced the R4ja to agree to a treaty,

by which he finally gave up all claim to Chikkédi and Mundli.

This treaty was accepted by the R4ja on 1st October 1812, ‘and
was negotiated by the Honourable Mountstuart Elphinstone,

‘Resident at Poona,

During the continuance of these contests, operations of the
greatest importance in the north of lis district, the Kittar Désay
was in some danger of being ruined in the south. Bjji Rao, had it

- not been for General Wellesley’s intercession, would have dis-
;possessed the Désiy as soon as the aid of the English has restored

him his throne, and increased his power far beyond what he had

- before possessed. In 1805 the Péshva came down through this

country on his way to a pilgrimage at Bellari, and took the Désay

=" there with him, and thence back to Poona. He did not obtain his
- dismissal until he had entered into an engagement to pay 1,75,000
' Riupees a year as tribute to the Péshva. This agreement was made
" by Mallasarjya Désdy in 1809 ; he received sanads for his talika of
 Kittbr, and the title of Partib Rio. Hence the name of Partib-
gad, a fort built by him over Nandagad, a town which owes its
" _merecantile activity to this Désay’s having withdrawn the merchants
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from Khanapar, and made them settle there. He also was the build-
er or completer of the lower fort at Kittar. He was invetsed as

- Désdy in 1782, and died in 1816.

The Nipanikar did not long coutinueto enjoy his hard-earned
possessions. In 1§13 Baji Rao summoned him to Poona; and al-
though he came on being ordered, he refused to comply with
certain claims devolving on the Péshva by the late settlement, or
to give up some territory belonging to the Raja of Kélapir. The
Butlsh authorities interposed, but Baji Réo artfully contrived by
his intrigues, to induce Appa Désdy - to trust to his lenity, and to
resist the demands : by which insidious conduct, the Désay was led

 on to forfeit one-fourth of his jaghir to the Péshva. A detach-

ment from the Poona Subsidiary Force was sent down at the close
of the rainy season of 1816 to enforce the forfeiture, a duty which
was not completely cffected until the middle of December, and
even then proved to have been a bootless expedition, for no sooner

"had the detachment returned to Poona than the Désay retook his

lost possessions.

. We have now come to the time when this district passedinto
the hands of the Company; and the reasons and manner of its
last change of owners have to be shown. It may be premised that
although since 1804, with the exception of the Nipani and Kélapar
wars, peace and quiet had prevailed over this part of the country
to a great extent, compared with the constant disturbances preva-
lent bef'one yet the very power which helped to keep order, help-
ed also to support an iniquitous administration, by which as much
misery was caused as by the war. I allude to the notorious farm-
ing system, which lasted from B4ji Réo’s re-instatement, until we
took possession of the country, and was probably, as G. Wingate

. writes, the source of greater suffering to the industrious inhabitants

than even the preceding period of bloodshed and pillage. The
districts were farmed to the highest bidders; and those who failed
in their contracts were compelled to surrender their whole property
with that of their securities, and should all be insufficient to make
up the sum stipulated, they were thrown into hill forts, and treated
with the greatest rigour. Thus there was every inducement to con-
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tractors Lo bid highly for, and to exact the last penny from a district.
The severities used to them they applied with tenfold cruelty to the
unhappy cultivator; and had not an end been fortunately put to
the system with Baji Rédo’s reign, it could ounly have resulted in
rebellion or total impoverishment of the country. Its inherent
evils were increased, when, as generally was the case, the farmers of
the districts had the superintendence of civil and criminal justice
and were enabled to increase their collections by fines and judiciaj
exactions.

By tbe treaty of Poona, made in June 1817, the Dharwar and

- Shvahir districts were ceded among others to the Company in

lieu of a contingent of cavalry and infantry, which the treaty of
Bassein had bound the Péshva to furnish., The early occupation
of these districts was considered of great importance to the
Company’s interests, as it would facilitate the exteusive operations
at that time in course of development against the Pindaris;
and in case of a rupture with the Péshva the possession of
Dharwar would be of infinite value to any force advancing .
from the south. Colonel Thomas Munro was appointed Com-
missioner to arrange the transfer; and taking with him a force
already assembled on the Tungabhadra, he marched to Dharwar,
‘I'he garrison evacuated the fort without resistance, and it was
taken possession of by the Company in July 1817,

The battle of Kirkee took place on the 5th November 1817,
and the long suspected ill-faith and enmity of the Péshva was by
it put beyond all further doubt.” News of this event did not reach

‘Colonel Munro till the [4th; he immediately commenced to make

preparations to act against the Péshva’s troops, and to take posses-
sion of the country. For these purposes his means were of: the
slenderest. The total amount of force at his ‘disposal for field
service amounted only to five companies of native infantry with
two field-pieces. The Péshva had directed the southern Chiefs to
re-occupy the districts ceded by the treaty of Poona, and had order-
ed Kashi Réo Gdkhale, who was in command of a corps of regu.
lar infantry and cavalry to support them.- He had further filled
every fort in his power with his adherents. Thus the task before
General Munro (he had been promoted in November) was one of ex-
10 &
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treme difficulty. He determined to avail himself of the confidence

and good-will with which he never failed to inspire all who came in
contact with him ; and took the bold step of using the inhabitants
of the ceded country to subdue it for him. He appointed military
Anmildars to most of the districts in the enemy’s possession to the
south of the Malparba, with orders to raise peons, and get posses-
sion of agsmuch of their respective districts as was practicable. He
had soon as may as twenty-five Amildars, with about seven thou-
sand peons. This body of irregulars, acting in separate parties,
drove the enemy from the open country, and succeeded in taking
possession of several minor forts and walled viliages. A pfocla-
mation was issued forbidding the cultivators to pay taxes to the
Péshva’s officers, and had the effect of inducing the ryats to give
every assistance to General Munro’s irregulars, while it crippled
the resources of Késhi Rao Gokhale.

In Janaary a reinforcement of two iron eighteen-pounders,
two iron and two brass twelves, and two mortars was received from
the garrison at Bellari, With these came in also six more com-
panies of native infantry and soon after three troops of native
cavalty, With this force General Munro took Gadak, Dammal,
Haballi and Misrikota, garrisoning the places with detachments
from his corps of peons. On the 5th of February he marched from
Dharwar at the head of twelve companies of infantry, three troops
of horse, four companies of pioneers, four long guns, four field
piecesand one howitzer. Badémi surrendered to him on the 18th,
and Bégalkot immediately alterwards. Hence he turned .west,
along the right bank of the Gatparba,and reached Gékak on the 7th
-of March. Here he crossed the river, marched round, re-crossed it
at Ghoérgéri, and advanced to Padshapér, which submitted im-
mediately. Thence he marched to Belgaum. He arrived at and
camped near Shihpar on the morning of the 14th March 1818,
with the undermentioned troops and detachments : —

3 Troops H. M.’s 22nd Light Dragoons.
3 Artillery-men.

11 Companies N.I,
4 Companies Mysore Infantry.
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4 Companies Pioneers.
His ordnance consisted of—
1 8-inch mortar.
1 3}-inch howitzer.
2 iron 18-pounders,
2 iron 12-pounders. B
4 brass 12-pounders. "

»

The insignificance in numerical strength of this force tended
to confirm the garrison and the inhabitants of Belgaum and Shih-
par, who~had a high opinion of the strength of the fort, in the

| belief that it would not be taken. Owing to this cause accurate

intelligence could not be obtained as to the state of the ditch, which
is the grand. defence of the place; otherwise the attack would
probably not have been made from the points selected.,

The contemporary memorandum, which is here quoted, con-
tinues that on the 15th the pettah of Belgaum was taken possession

_ of and the fort invested. Preparations were commenced for the

siege, but nothing particular occurred till the 20th. On that. day
the force moved ground to the north of the fort, and encamp(ed

about 2} miles froxf it.

On the 22nd the first battery opened on the defences: of the
fort. As the map accompanying the account from which this is
drawn has unfortunately been mislaid, the exact positions of the
batteries cannot be given; but the first to open was situated near
the Dargéh of Kishvar Xhan, now built into the jail. Onthe 23rd
the Pioneers broke ground, and began opening trenches. On the

~ 8lst, owing to an accident, the expense magazine belonging to No. 1

battery, in which there was a considerable amount of ammunition,
blew up. The garrison took immediate advantage of this misfor-
tune, and made a sally. They wére met by the artillery and guard
of the battery. They succeeded in pagsing over the Battery dur-
ing the confusion resulting from the explosion, but were immediately
repulsed.

Next day an enfilading battery of two. brass 12-pounders

| opened a fire from the pettah along the north face of the works,
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and kept the fire of the fort down considcrably. On the 2nd

breaching battery No. 2 was armed. On the 4th a battery No 4
was constructed, with a view to silence some guns on the north *

face of the fort along the curtain between the gateway and the
Flagstaff Battery, but not being found to answer, was soon after
tlismantled. On the 7th one 12-pounder was moved from battery

No. 4 to battery No. 5, completed the night before. It opened in

the morning, but burst after a few rounds, causing several casual.
ties. Two more guns were brought into it during the night, and
opened fire on the 9th. '

The rapid progress which had been made towards the fort had
considerable eflect on the garrison. During the day the Kiledar
sent out a flag of truce to propose terms, but General Munro did
not accept them. = Next day all the batteries kept upa heavy fire
on the fort, and the breach,* though not nearly practicable, began
to have a more favourable appearance. The Kiledar sent out
offering to accept the terms offered by General Munro, which
were immediate possession of the gateway, and the garrison to be
allowed to march out with their arms and private property. 'This
they did on the day following, to the number of 1,600. They had
lost 70 men in killed and wounded. The loss of the besieging
army amounted to 23 killed and wounded. By the'capture of the
fort General Munro acquired possession of thirty-six guns of large
calibre, sixty smaller guns, and wall pieces, besides complete
stores of every description. This acquisition of ordnance was op-
portune, for through repeated use his eighteen-pounders were so
ran at the vent, that three fingers coyld be easily inserted,
During the siege 5,555 shot and shell had been expended. The
troopers of the 22nd Dragoons did serwiee as gunners,

" General Munro rested at Belgaum till the 17th; he then

marched north, and was joined by General Pritzler, with the main

body of the reserve, at Nagar Mungli in the Chikkédi taldka.

He arched thence toShélapir, and took the fort ofthat place on
_ the 14th of May.

. _* Which was in the parapet near the main gate.

W
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The fall of Belgaum completed the conquest of the Péshva’s

- territory south of the Krishna. None of the Jaghirdars had resisted,
% and there remained now no more fighting to be done.

" The Kittar Désay had given great assistance in furnishing
materials during the siege of Belgaum. Appa Désiy of Nipéani
was following the Péshva, but serving him without will or spirit.
The Patvarfihans had too much to lose to venture to resist the
Company’s troops. ‘Thus in the settlement of the districts which

" had been taken, the Jaghirdars were not dispossessed. They all
" retained their, estates, in some instances receiving more, except the
* Désy of Nipéni. Irom him it was determined to take the two
. talaks of Chikkédi and Mundli, so long the subjects of contention.
’ He was ordered on 20th May to surrender them as a punishment
* for his adherence to the Péshva, and the tardiness of his submission
¥ {o the British Government. They were to be har.lded over to the
 Kélapar Réja asa reward for his conduct in having espoused the
" Hon. Company’s ca#se. The order of General Munro for their
" ¢ransfer dated 2ud August 1818, directs Ram Réo, Mamlutdar of
- Chikkédi &c., to transfer to the Kolapir Raja the whole taldka,
. according toalistaccompanying, except the three villages of Nipani,
fi Sirgap and Belkar, hich were to I:emain to Sidddji Rao Nayak
* Nimbalkar Sar Lashk#r, the Nipanikar. This arrangement was -
. confirmed by Mr. Elphinstone, who was in political charge of the
" pew conquest, and was declared valid in a treaty made in 1826

-~ with Kdlapar, »

The Nipénikar, thotfg‘h he had not left the Péshwa till the

" end of April, and thereford need nothave anticipated very favour-
" able treatment, was muéh dissatisfied at being deprived of
" these talikés, and was read? to join any combination against the
“ English which he thought likely tade successful. “ General Munro

continues: “But he is too wary, andspas still too many posses.

" sions, acquired almost entirely from his counection with ‘the
. -British Government, to run any risk of losing them. He is
, " pesides not ignorant that he is detested by all the inhabitants of his
"+ jaghirs for his oppressive and wanton cruelty, and that they woulq
~ gladly co-operate in his destruction. During the late campaign [
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received invitations from most of his villages to take possession of

them. They did not even demand assistance ; all that they asked
was, that I would authorize their expelling the garrisons, and engage? 1

not to restore them to the Désay afler the war., Iam therefore
persuaded that he will remain quiet.” ‘

The villages of his sarinjim resumed by B4ji R4o, and retak-
en by the Nipanikar, had all been occupied by General Munro’s
Amildars, The Désiy hesitated to give up Chikkédi and Munéli,
and endeavoured to negotiate. General Munro detéermined to
avoid all delay by marching on Nipani. He started from his camp
at Yedar on the 31st May, 1ntendm0' to lay siege to’Nipam in case
the Désay delayed to give up the districts thh‘(l).l ut reservation.

e did immedi-

ately on the arrival of the army before Nipani. .-
-

He had from the beginning of his career pursued a system of

throwing into prison all the rich inhabitants,—not only of his own

districts but of every district in which he ebtained a temporary
authonty, with the view of extorting moneg from them, and of
seizing and keeping in confinement the women most remarkable
for their beauty. Many of these unfortunate people had been in
prison ten or twelve years, and many had died from cruel treat.
ment every year. When General Munro was near Nipani he heard
only of a few prisoners, whom he ordered to be released. When
he marched from the place, he learned ghat about 300 remained in
confinement. He wrote to the Désiy jo release them, and many

- were set at liberty, but many still were retained. He directed that

some of his villages on the south bank (f the Krishna should not be
restored, until all were released. '3

Strange stories, born of gne-féar he inspired, are still current
in the district of the Désj#”’8 cruelty In one he is said to have
amused himself by mﬂng several young and beautiful women
stand side by. side .¢fi a narrow balcony without parapet, overhang-
ing the deep reservoir at the new palace in Nipani. He used
then to pass along inside the line of trembling creatures, and sud-
denly thrusting one of them headlong into the water below, he

.f'\

ff. 53
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used to watch her drowning, and derive pleasure from her dying

agomes
%" When possession was taken of this district, there was but lit-

tle of it which did not remain in the bands of the chiefs. The
Patvasdhans held Gékékand parts of Athani, and had large posses-
sions in Padshapdr. The Kittir Désay, w whose zamindiri was ];{éw
“erected int® a sawasthan, held Sampagam and a great part of Bidi,
The district of Khinaptr, and an annual cash allowance of 25,000
fupees, we resumed, because they constituted the whole of
what he actgally received for furnishing his contingent, whxch he
“%as now abs8{ved from keeping up. His péshkash (tribute) was
'%xed at its foxmer amount of Shahpm rupees 1,75,000 ; and an
“honorary dl‘eSS{\’VﬂS yearly to be'given to the Désay by the Govem-

f’inent accordmﬂ‘ to old custom, valued Rs. 3,955. With this ar-

tangement the Désay was fully satisfied.

The remaining part of Athani was held by Government
&r two years, andwas then given up to the Nipanikar. His
iarm_]am had originally included Parasgad, but it had been resumed
"y the Péshva. A shecial engagement was made with the inhabi-
“tants when they submitted to General Munro that they were not
- to be again placed urgler the Désdy’s authority. ;
"+ Munéli and ChikWdi were made over to Kélapir, so that: all

¢ that remained to the Q)mpany as Khalsat was the Khanapar talak,

part of Padshapir, and'part of the present talak of Parasgad.

The settlement of §he newly acquired country® was justly
&mmdered a work of the #Rmost importance; on General Munro’s
: mommendatlon, Mr. Ch lin, Collector of Bellari, was appointed,
»’i‘mder Mr. Elphinstone, Pr Prikcipal Collector of the Maratha Country,
‘bouth of the Krishna, and Pugitical Agent with the Raja of Kélapar
Hd the southern Jaghirdars. Su'bsequently, when Mr. Elphinstone
ﬁ%‘,pk charge of the Government o ay, on the 1st November
*1819, Mr. Chaplin succeeded him as gmissioner for the con-
':’Aq;iered territory. - o
1t now remains only to relate in what manne? tl)ébdis”trict ac-
- wed its present dimensions; and shortly to notice sbme disturb-

* The proclamation of occupation issued on 11th February (818.
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ances that broke the reponse into whlch the country settled on its
conquest.

Shivalinga Rudra, Désiy of Kittar, was the first to break the

peace. He became indignant at some intermission of the honours
due to him as Patélof Tarlhal a village belonging to Kurandvad, near
Belgaum, and attacked it with a ]arge force i m 1822, This rever-
sion to the old state of things brought down on hima }kavy rebuke
from the Government, but was pabsed over.

The Désiy died in September 1824. Hec left ho children ;
and the endeavour made by his Kéarbéri to pass off the son of the
Patél of Mastamardi as the adoptive son of the late Désiy ‘was the
cause of an outbreak, which ended in the 1esumption of the prin.
cipality. What occurred need not be minutely desqlbed, as Captain
West has so lately related all the circumstances. Iy transpired  that
the Karbari had put a pen into the dead Désay*s hand, and with
it has signed his name to a forged deed of adoption. The boy thus
put forward as the Désay’sheir would have bé®n allowed to succeed,
had he been a descendant of the old Désiy®, or a near connec.
tion of the late Désay by the female line. Iﬁr Thackeray* found
he was neither ; and while his reports were under consuleratlon
the tragedy occurred which cost him and mény others their lives,
and finally ruined the old Kittar family. *

On the 21st October 1824, Mr. Thackeray wishing to make
arrangements for the safety of the treasure at Kittar, proposed to
call on the late Désiy’s step-mother, @ithout whose orders the
headmen of the village had objected t&act. She refused to see
him that day, bidding him call on thegmext. Then also she stil]
declined tosee him, and as Mr. Thacgfay heard that shétsandis
and peons were assembling in Kiglr from all sides, he thought
it time totake precautions., Captain Black, with a troop of
Golondaz, was with him e was directed to bring two guns
into the fort, and posgfem at the gateways. Next morningt
¢« when the Anille'y fficer went to change guards he found the
outer gate locked; "and the inner Court full of armed men, and

* Political Agent and Principal Collector.
1 Captain West's account.

yxded into three taldka

3 the throne in 1821,

| “‘Mranteed jéghirs of Kagal and Inchal Karanl'ﬂ
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as refused admittance. Several messengers were then sent
Mr. Thackeray; but as they were not attended to, he or-

of:.openedyjn twenty minutes he would blow it open. At the
Mgtion of e a% ecified period, Captain Black, Captam Sewell,
t

:_'L@&enant Dig

\\quxet ‘the msurgent} : ot, and _\

'he remnant of th® British’ detac' , &
it up, and Messrs. Stevenson and Elliott, Assistants
Agent, who had concealed themselves in a ho't'fse,'

%oere made prfsoners, with some Native Officers and sepoys.”

‘ hen news of this outbreak was received, Mr. Chap)m,\ hé Com-
aed to Kittér, troops were collecte from all
pinvested onthe 30th November. On the 2nd
ecember the prisogers were released ; on the 3rd an advanced
ified post was caftied, where a battery was erected, which next
day effected a pract' able breach, when the gamson surrendered at
iscretion. The as lanns lost three killed (among whom was Mr.
snro, Sub-Collect®yof Shélaptr, who was qtruck do\vnén‘ﬁie
tack on the advanceg post)and twenty-ﬁve wounded

e The Jaghir was cXﬁscated the country thus ac qulred bemg
Kittar, Sampagim, and Bidi. :

f terrxtory was that of ChlkkOdl and
pir had, en two occasions since commg
Bade it necessary by his smplcwus and
igh troops to march to Kolapﬁr. Ol}
0 suppose that he was preparmg ‘to

parters, and the

., The next gccessior
unli. The Rija of

X:ﬁ;:a th:rd

n ‘e a British force was collected at Kolapur, when that fortified
T 11m

xe&wh'e other two guns, and declared that if the gate was

on of the Golundiz were preparing to blow »

¢



town, although garrisoned by 3,000 Arabs, immediately surrender, :
ed ; a revised treaty was tendered for the Raja’s adopzlon on d¥
: 23rd October, and a brigade was left to enforce its provigions.
bound the Réja to reduce his miltary force to 400 horse and 800
infantry, and to cede the districts of Chikkédi gnd ~Mundli. #The
" reasons for requiring, this cession..are. thus set forth in the treaty.:
b \K@n this grant was made it was hoped that. gesce ang. good-will
ve subsisted for many genexatipns® betweep the two
Gove‘ments, but instead .of this, His Highness h@ uniformly
evinced a total djsregacd of the friendship of the British Govern.
ment, and, in Yiolation of the cOnditions, has repea i
the nghts of the Indmdérg and Watandérs of those
' B,éja was alsp compelled.to cede Akkivét (in Clu édi) in conse.
: ‘q,uence of the number of robberies commlftted on S% injamdars and
* othér persons under the protection of the th Government
by its inhabitants, and because it was a place of reneral resort of
robbers. Lands to the value of" ten thousa’i rupees per annum
%re ceded with it. ) :

akas.” The

" “The next event of 1mportance as aﬁ'eet this district was

the outbreak of Sangéli Réyappa. Hé wa 8 Sanadi, or village
watchman, of q::mgéh, and had been ongfof the Kittdr Déséy’s
retainers, He had received a pardon for
febellion of 1824 ; but now rendered despefate by the confiscation
ﬁf his servwe-land (a measure necessury gn his case as in others
owing to the. enormously saperfluous inber of Sanadis), and it

{s'sdid exasperated by.a quarrel which he®8ad with the Kulakarni of

his village, he gathered round him maghof the disaffected ; ; and.
_taking with him the boy “alleged to h¥ve been adopted by the
late Désay of Kittr, he commencglfa revolt with the avowed.
fobgect of restoring the sama 7

RN

Thg Déséys of Kitt d always been regarded with aﬂ'ectlon
by the poorer. clasgagdin their country. Their memory is still

tenderly cherishege They were Lingayyats, as the mass of the -

- .population a#But them, and were therefore naturally inclined.to” -

mme}wpoorer subjects without harshness. On the other hand

s participation in the
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g ',dlasaqya,- the last Déséy'but one, who ruled for thxrty four
gars, and is the best remembered, had not. spared the wealthier
M the populatlon from whom he often found pretexts to-
_"ﬂsrgeq;uctnonsa He also in the beginning of the present -
iy ‘resuniéd the!whole- of the infm lands of the districts and
Mg ‘heredltary(oﬁcers, and appointed stxpendxary Karkiéns to ’
duct fhe dutieg of the oﬁices, the” emoluments of whig ¢ix
i . ly increased his poph:
Qutbreak

L yapp . commenced by burnmg the Kacherl at Bidx in tbe

eginning of §829. He had then about one hundred ‘men with
'1m Subseq ntly many more Jomed him, and he went about
oting and bunping various villages in Bidi, among the rest. Nan.
\agad In a shyrt time hehad a thonsand men with hndr They
ent the day in’ Balagunda and Handi Badaoanéth hills, . and

night they divfded into parties to loot. The Mamlatdar of
mpaghm, Knshnsjléo, my informant’s father, got instructions to
hdeavour to arre Bayappa He placed the treasure, Rs. 40,000,
SN top of the mosq e in Sampaga,m, and leavmg a. guard of peou,i,

Red it. It was hoped at first that the nsmg_
'thout military force, but when the Kittir -
rve, and the dlsturbanCQ continued
esgary to obtain the services of strong
alar. . troops, however, as might he.
ell suited for pursuing bands of robbees
ntry Krishna Réo after scoux:mg#ha '
ughutkhén Haballiwith a large
rse. There helearned that -
y alittle known athb
he Kachéri',agififﬁ&\

achments. These |
xpected, were not foun
rough close and difficult
angles in vain, came from :
ody of‘ shétcanadis, and some Jafr

‘ ’yed the records. The Mémlatdar hastened f :
Year of Rﬁyappa’s band at the httle tank Outsg |



Ao 4

of the rebels, The rest retired to Suttagatti, where they divided mw
two large bands, one of which returned with Réayappa to Kittarhi

by Sangdli, while the other looted and burned Marika{tt. e

Mamlatdar attacked the latter band on Nésaragi hill, and dxspersed
it, killing ten or twenty, and taking about one hundred pris€ners.

At this time the late Déshy’s widow, Ighvva, wgs living at
Bait-Hongal. It was found advisable to reife her % Dharwar.
ﬂhrﬁeaxly excited another rising; in. feet "2 thousafld men got
togetfier at Anegdl toresist the removal of Iravva, Mostof them,
howewr, submitted on receiving a promlse of parden, while the
-.’rest.]omed Rayappa. o f
Iravva died in July at Dharwar ; it was suppg sed by poison,
‘taken by herself or administered to her. Sodq@ after this the
insurrection was quelled. Krishna Réo the latdar, disco-
vered that Lingana Gauda, Patél of Khudinpar#had wished his
own _son to be adopted on the death of thie late Désiy, and
. resented the refusal with which his propo$tion was met. He
was chosen as a fit instrument to betray Ifiyappa. Emissaries
were sent to join the rebels and suggest tofhem to call in the
Khudanpur Patél, who could aid them with ghree hundred men.
Rayappa took the bait and wrote to Lingaj
co-operation. The Mamlatdar sent Lingan¥Gauda with a body of
men ; and as he was timid and weak, Yenka Gauc_la of Néginahal,
‘who was bold and  courageous, was? t with him to support

him. They joined Réayappa, and contifued with him for a fort-
night looting. Then one day, when R#yappa had laid aside his
arms, and was bathing, Lakkappa, a S
-suddenly on him and clasped him roun
-secured his weapons. The rest o
hand and foot on a stretcher
Dharwar. :

he body, whilst another
hwhelmed him, bound him
carried him in triumph to

He was condemneg#fto be hanged at Nandagad, the scene
of his chief robber s he passed along the road to the gallows
-he pointed out a#pot for his burial, stating that a great tree
‘would spring” from his remains. He was buried where he de-
‘#iéd, and’ a magnificent banian is now shown close to the road

1 Gauda to ask his

di of Néginahal, rushed -
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liucar Nandagad, as the one which grew from his grave. Under the
thade of it a temple has been erected, to which poor people who
lesir® affspring, or wealth, or health, make pilgrimnages from great
Bistances ; snd where the husbandmen on their way with thexr pro-
C® to the nbirketin Nandagad, stop to vow an offering on their
"’rn, if they obgain good prices. This deification of Rayappa is -
the mosf)inrrular 1t of his history, Whether it is to be ageribed
the retiams of £ l&omg&‘ evil worslup, and he be now
{fuglonﬁed a account of the excess occasioned@ in_his
< life tnne, whether his popularity as a 1 be poorgr classes
in a “causeywhich had thé&ir sympathy was thé reason of his
,"laquheosis, Xe questions that naturally present themsclves.

Rayappa'®outbreak lasted about four months. At one time
he came to Kamabaragi with the intention of seizing Belgaum Fort
by a rush at thg time of changing guard, but did not carry his
intention into Ngecution. His betrayers were rewarded with
Inams. Lingana¥Gauda got Kaldli near Kittir, and Yenkan

Gauda Dhéri, a villfe in Dharwar.

On the 17th March 1830 Regulation VII. was passed by the
.Qovernment of B. bay, brxngmg the territories of the Southern
M ratha Country, aWguired by conquest from the Péshva, or by
Y treaty and agreement$rom other States, under the opelatxon of the
~Regulatlons. ‘The a¥ministration had hitherto been conducted
' under the orders of thé'donorable the Governor in Council. The

terrltones were formedl into a Zilla, denominated the Zilla of

%harwar.
u, In 1831 the Nipani
*ghlld on Government as
Lﬁ,.,nd it was shown that one
“‘to a house in Nipéni, on the pr
a child. A widow, who expecte
“eonveyed to the house; and when the

iie was placed in Téy Bay’s arms, and n out to be her
@’dﬁ'sprmg. The widow was murdered. lnfowon‘ of this
wgmtrigue and crime was given by the owner of the hotRg in which

r endeavoured to impose a suppositious
reir, The fraud was fully discovered ;
his wives, Tay Bay, had been taken
' ce that she was about to bear
n to be delivered, was
ild, a boy, was born,




-§#4 tilieno son of his body or of his-adoptien

_ Horthern ahd southern. Mr. Dunlop was then A
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it was transacted ; and he soon after died with suspicious sudden"

body. Government, in consideration of the Nlpam Chief"s ag
and of his services rendered to. the British Army im 1800 an

ness, His story was confirmed by the discovery of the widow’ i

1803, did not accede to the- recommendation of the Political Ment

immediately to confiscate the satinjém-; but detprmined to'punish
the' Désay by declaring that the estates were t?psea orhis death,

ould be iecogmzed
as heu'ﬁo the sarmJam, which-was to be held as a life gant.

“In ”}836 the Goveérntnent of Bombay determined- to separaté
ihe ganclpal Collectorate of Dharwar into two Cdllectorates, a
ing Principal
1gaum Collec-

Collector of Dharwar; on’hisré¢omnséndation'the
torate was made to consist of ten talakas, Paras' d, Sampagém,
Padshapur, Chikkédi, Bagalkéta, Indi, Mudibihal, fungund, Béda.
ml, and Bidi. The order of Government direc no' the separation
is dated 28th April. 1836. Charge was taken ger of the Belgaum
Collectorate onthe 3rd May 1836 by Mr A. Rafenscroft, 1st Assw-
tant Collector.

' did the Govern.
je civil station to be
d and Munéli were
s almost determined
Lollector, in a series of

Not until nearly two years had passe
ment consent to allow the head quarters of
fixed at Belgaum. Ankalagl, Gékak, Mura
all pwposed ; indeed, at one time G{dkak
on by Government ; but Mr. Dunlop, the
letters, pointed out the various disadva
the head quarters being fixed at any other "atlon than Belgaum, and
at length persuaded Government to adog® his views. The order

fixing Belgaum asthe civil head quartergFis dated 9th March 1838.
The Collector was also Political Aggf' A First Assistant, with”
_ enlarged powers, was stationed :

Soon after the forma j
Indiand’ Mudibihal t
torate of Shélapﬁr .

It had'htﬁ' 'ecxded hy Government to deny the prlvnlege of

o QQoptxon p certain Jaghlrdars as 1t was at that time cons,}nr d

g
e

hges likely to arise from

*’ at Ka]adghl.
of the Be gaum Collectorate the -
as were handed over to the new Collec- ‘

87

: 'pirable that the limits of alienated land should be narrowed as

ach as possible. Oane of the first estates which, under the opera-
m of .this décision, lapsed on the faiture of an heir, was the
Hnjém of Lhinchani, The Chinchanikar Gévindrao belonged to
@ Gsgim:Mangh of the Patvardhan family. He died on 31st
eo@ﬂber 18365 gand his sarinjam reverted to Government. It”
na of G6kak, and several separate v1llagesﬁm
strict. «jl'hi,s new™ nk. to Belgaum was managedz@n the
;lmcal ~

sbi.g;,;bf“t Reves and’ plunderers lapSec "1t wa mut;h
‘ owmg te the rigorous management of Qe &inch-
ikar. ‘In tRis respect Gokak was less fortunate than the other
itvardhan lafds, even than those included with 1t m the Cblqgh n5
rinjim, wluc&\were well managed and’ prosperous 0

¢
N ‘q-_l wg*

‘ qﬁy had for some time past been f'alhnﬂ' in
ealtn. 'He was veyyinfirm, and subject to ﬁts, under which, fOr '
letely tolose his senses, ' On the 28th Jiine
g previously adopted Morar Réo, son of hifs
]f-brother Raghugith Réo, as- heir to his Dédhkat, estiinated to
v ‘worth Rs. 15, per annlmh; *THE hﬁnj&ﬁi%&*’ﬁl
gumed, and divid between the Collectorates: of Belgalrm;
harwar and Shélap®. - The chief parts of it accruing to this -
strict were the pargamas of Athani (with the Kasba) and Hon:
d; and the flourishing@bwn of Nipéni. These acquisitions were
first managed by the Eolitical Agent ; by Aet Vl of 1842 they
ere made subject to th ,

‘W”"i
: ;‘Thq year after Sidd_. \é.yak Nimbalkar’s death hi& &&MY
ws began to quarrejzbvel.diggproperty. - The eldest had the
stody of the heir, al the ﬁve Ok
g 1840, and the nang

opﬁed by the late Desay, and with the aid of‘ tbe N v}hom, N

the nutaber of 300, the Nipanikar had kept in his'} vice, to .

N

N

g8 kept up continued com.

S Lt oS (\_l (VI o
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take possession of the fort, and set the authorities at defiance. Th
aid of the military had to be called in before the fort submitted¥
It was attacked on the 20th February 1841, and surrendered of
the following day. The ringleaders of the Arabs were pumshed‘
with various terms of 1mprxsonment and all who had joinefl in
¢ the insurrection forfeited their pensions. The fgrt was dismantled
at ;b@xpense of the Désay, who had also to. ay the +cost of the

sfﬁed‘bn . §

03 the 4th 8y, "r% Gop'él Réo, a replesentqtiveﬁfa divided
branch 3ft~he ifaj family of Patvardhans, died without heiy, and
his estgfe lapsed to Government. In it were nine vil ages now in
the Be galfm Collectorate, of which Ainapir on the rishna is the
largest. This estate was brought under the Acts agd Regulations
by Act I11., 1863, Bombay. - : :

The years 1844-45 are memorable for the disturbances in
Kélapar and Savantvadi, which from their opse nexghbonrhood
to Belgaum, necessarily made this district gheasy, and in some
cases actually overflowed into its limits. ccounts of these

 disturbances are .given in two of the series%f‘ Selections from
the Records of the Bombay Government, tfe Report on Kéla-
par by Major Graham, and the Memoir@n the Sawuntwaree
State. Their causes and how they aﬂ"ecte(? Belgaum need only
here be mentioned. :

The great “abuses and mismanfment existing in the
Kélapar- State induced Government {o appoint a Minister, Daji
Krishna Pandit, in 1843, to improve §ke administration, His
reforms éxcited the - alarms of - the fHadakaris of Simangad
(near Hukkéri) and Budargad, who it their gates, and declar-
ed’ thelr mtentlon of defying t soverngpent, A force of 1,200
mEh, w1th four mortars an 0 9-pounflers, moved from Bel.
gauin, and arrived on gffe 19th September before Samangad.
“The place Was ‘not’ until the 13th October, after battering.
guns had been ght from Belgaum and a breach made. In

- the meantime the insurrection spread, and assumed the dimensions -

of'’a natithal rising of the Kélaptir people against the British
' ,ﬁ'“?

NY

bhwer. On the 10th October the Gadkari garrison of Budargad
dndered the pargana of Chikkédi, and robbed the Miamlutdir's

asury.
. I was not until December that this insurrection was got

-under, and in the meantime another of a similar character had

broken out in Sivantvadi. [t was commenced by the Gadkaris
of Mandhar on the 10th October. Ina short time outrages be-
came genera], and almost of every day occurrence throughout the
State. But the movement did not reach its climax until Phénd
Savant, a Sardar of note, joined the insurgents. He had before, in
1828 and 1832, headed outbreaks against the Sar Désay of Wadi ;
but being adnfitted to an amnesty in 1838, had since lived in
that State, and Yeen treated with exceptional gencrosity and kind.
ness. He now (November 1844), with his eight sons, openly es.
poused the cause of the rebels, and persuaded Anna Sahib, the cldest
son-of the Sar Désiyy a boy of 16, to escape from Wialdi and lend
the support of his nagle to the cause.

This insurrection and the Kolapir disturbances threw the
whole surrounding country into confusion and alarm. At one time
Government had reaspn to believe that there was an orgamzcd
conspiracy to seize th forts of Dharwar and Belgaum, and excite
a rebellion against the British throughout the whole Southern
Maratha Country. To guard against the immediate danger of
aggression by the insurgepts on the borders of this district was the
task undertaken by the officers in charge of Belgaum. With this

end Shétsandis in large nwmbers werelevied, and posted in various
*. gtrong positions along the® Ghits; while parties of regular troops

were distributed at Bidi, Kigur, Haballi, Talevah, Chikkddi and

. Patna. Notwithstanding thesc pncc.mtmns our territory did not
. escape insult. On the Might of thé 30th December a body of about
" two or three hundred rebels attacked an plundered thv custome.

station at Pérvid, and on 2nd January that at lunkumbi waslooted.

Chandgadiand Pirgad were threatened, buta timely reinfurcementof
Shétsandis saved them from attack. A large numbéof insurgents
agsembled below Talevidi, but were prevented from attacking the

.custom-house there by fear of the garrison who protected it
.= -
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About 800 Shétsandis were employed on special duty in Bidi alon&g
Bhimgad was occupied. Savarda, two or three miles from Patna,
was attacked by a band of rebels on the night of the 11th January;
a party of regulars was 1mmedlatelv sent from Belgaum for the
protectiort of Pitna.

This state of alarm and danger continued until the forts of
Manéhar and Mansantdsh had been taken possession of, and the
rebels scattered. Colonel Outram drove one body of them from
the jungles below the Rim Ghit in February 1345; and most
of the leaders took refuge in the Gda territory, among the rest
Phénd Savant and his sons. The Government of Goa declined to
surrender them, as they were regarded as political refugees.

By March 1845 the district near the Ghats was reported to
be in a peaceable and tranquil state.

Shivalingappa, the soi-disant Désay of Kittir, attempted to
excite a revolt in Sampagim and Bidi while the Kélapar rebellion
was occupying the attention of Government. A treasonable
correspondence was discovered between him and the Désay of
Chachadi.  Sums of moucy were distributed through the districts,
and many servants of the late Désdy pmmi%d to did with bodies
of men. The plot was discovered in time to prevent its being

carried out, pant]y by the aid of theVontamuari Désdy, Shlva]mg-
appa’s father-in-law. Legal evidence syfficient to secure convic-
tion could not be obtained against the onspirators, who escaped
punishment, Shivalingappa spent the rest of his life dependent on
the bounty of the Vontamiri Chief.< One son of his, a youth,
survives, who is still professedly regapded by the adherents of the
family as the legitimate Désay of Kittdr. He receives Rs. 12 a

‘month as subsistence from the. Collector of Belgaum, who manages

the Vontamari estate dépﬂqg the present minority, Hope that
the Kittar Samasthay m8y yet be restored is not extinct in the
breasts of their heredxtary servants, who still persist in importunat-

ing the Secretary of State to reconsider the decision of Government.

When the rich forest and rice lands of Bidi and the fertile plains

' ,OF Sampagam are the stake, who can wonder that the game is pro-
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longed, even though the chance of winning seems too remote to

~be perceptible.

On 29th April 1845 Vaman Réo Patvardhan of Séni died,
leaving no heir. Séni was part of the Miraj Sarinjam, and became
Vaman Réo’s on the division of the estate. It now lapsed to Go- >
vernment ; seven of the twelve villages being added to Belgaum.-
These were brought under the Acts and Regulations by Act IIL
of 1863, Bombay

Soon after, in 1848 this district received a further addition
by the lapse of the Tasgim estate. Parashurdm Bhdo Patvardhan
died on the 8th June. On his death-bed he addressed a letter to
Government praying that his widow might be allowed to adopt an
heir to the Sarinjam. His request was not complied with, as the
late chief had mismanaged his estate, and had done nothing enti-
tling him to special conmdenatxon. An attempt was made by his
w1dow to impose on Government. She pretended that an infant
which she had procured from the town was born of her body. The

imposture was fully detected. The lapse included the parganas of
Saudi on the Krishna, and Yadvad, in this Collectorate. The estate

was brought under the Acts and Regulations by Act III. of 1863.
On 1st January 1862, the Tisgim tildka previously included in
Belgaum was handed gver to Sétara.

Trimbak Réo Appa Patvardhan, called variously the Shedbal-
kar, from the village where his father resided, or the Kavvadkal
from that in which he hvgﬁ died on the 19th October 1857. He
had'no son, and was refused permission by Government to adopt an
heir. His estate lapsed to, Government. Fifty-six villages were
placed under the Belgaum Co]lectomte, and were managed by a
Karbhari for two years. Subsequently, a Mamlutdér was appointed ;
but it was found uninecesgary to keep up the separate. talika, and
its villages were distributed in 1863 tq the Gékék, Belgaum, and
Athani tilakas. They were prought under the Acts and Regula-
tions by Act III. of that year.

Phond Savant’s younger sons had been alloweﬂtﬁ return to
Wadi in 1850, and pardoned for the part they had taken in the
rebellion. He and his elder sons Nana, Biba and Hanumant Dé.
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S4YS were not included inthe a
Surveillance, Taking ady
Government wag placed b

Muesty, but remained in Goa unde?";
antage of the difficulties in which the‘
y the matiny, the three brothers escap+

d February 1858 from the guard placed
ly commenceq

two hundred men, 'who attempted to set
fire to the custom-house ; on the 8th Warkund w

as attacked, and

the custom.house at Didval burnt to the ground. A large

number of Shétsandis was. called out, anq two companies®of the

_28th N.I., with fifty Europeans, were put at the disposal of the
- civil authorities by the Brigadier‘at’Belgaum

» ] -~ A special Commis.
sioner for the trial of offences against the State was appointed.

The insurgents took Up a strong position on the pLij] called
Dhara Singh Pal, on the Khéla Ghit, below Talevadi. This was
attacked by the ficld force on the 24th. Hopes were entertained
that the whole gang would be captured. Byt the force had left theiy
encampment at Hemdidagi at 4 poy, the day before instead of at
night, as had been proposed, and the consequence was that their
movements had been obscrved, and whey the summit of the hill
was reached it was found that the enemy had disappeared,

A company of the 28;h Regt. N. 1. under Licuts, Nutt and
West had been sent in advance by a circgitous route to crown the
hill under cover of the night. While Performing this operation

they were fired into by a picket of the insurgents, and a Havildar
was killed.

At the close of the year tranquillity was so far restored gs to
allow of most of the regular troops being withdrawn from Bidi. The
Stvantv(i Locals, Police, and Shétsandis undertook the duty of
Suppressing the insurrection.’ In the meantime villages had been
looted, and several outmges and murders had taken place. Large
rewards were offered for the apprehension of the ringleaders, and
careful measures were taken to prevent them penetrating the open
country. Before the end of the year the gang had been reduce::d
to about five and twenty men, who still maintained themselves in
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ed in avoiding t 1‘: before they gave alarm. d Shanta, sitting with
» yards of the rebe Two other men Rowba an the thick and dark
I killed Babloo. fire, tried to escape 1nto m by their long
him over the same on seeing this caught thztﬂ,ggle, in which
jungle (ilose by ;(;": ‘;2(1 them out after a Sl})ll‘:;r:v pat an end to the
back hair, asdsomregslight wounds.” This
they receive

insurrection.’

July 1859 in the Hamdéd jungles.
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repaired, and the artillery quartered in it. The European and

Eurasian inhabitants were formed into a small volunteer corps

and drilled daily. It was found necessary to make an example -

of certain emissaries of the rebels who were corrupting the Sepoys. . oL

They were blown from guns. Thedanger fortunately passed over ; e e ' ' >

‘reinfowcements of English soldiers arrived ; and no actual Outbreak IR
took place.

‘The years of the mutiny will long be 1emembered by the
inhabitants of Belgaum on account of the execution of the - '
Brahman Chief of Nargund. As the narrative of his outhreak o POSTSCRIPT.
and murder of Mr. Manson does not come within the scope of ' o
this account I need not enlarge on them here. The Chief was con-
fined in the main-guard of Belgaum Fort, and was tried, and

sentenced to death. He was carried on a cart drawn by Dhérs In the letter forwarding this report I took occasion to express
through the town to Hay.stack Hill, on which the gallows was best thanks for aid rendered me by Captain E. ‘West, the,
erected. The sentiment of horror natural in Hindus witnessing Vv, Mr. Beynon, Khadir Sahib, his friend the Maulavi, Mr. Ven-

the violent death-of a Brahman, was intensified by the unhappy
circumstances of thisexecution. Therope broke, and the wretched
man dropped to the ground still alive, and remained grovelmo' till
the noose was re- adJusted

~ On' 1st May 1864 the three taldkas of Bafrall\ot Hungund,
and Badami were transferred to the newly f'ormed Collectorate of
Kaladghi. The Belgaum district then assumed its present pro- H.J.S
portions. Itconsists of seven talikas—Belgaum (lately Padshapir), / 7 )
Bidi, Sampagam, Parasgad, Gdkak, Chikkddi, and Athani. Negapatam, March 29, 1870.

Saundatti, 13th Dece77zAl{qz_t&;§.§-$)n.
M1t . "““1.
L. } 3 il - =

‘a Rango, and Mohammad Khén.

This letter not having been printed 1 here repeat my ac-
Owledgments : as space restricts me not so fully as before, yet
'MNe the less heartily. ‘

"



