


Cundapoor, 4th May 1800.

i A .
-To WiLLiam Perrix, E:q., President, and
MEenBERS oF TneE BoazbD oF REVENUE.

GentLEMEN,—I now send you my Moyen Zanbitahs and
estimates for the current year, Tusly 1209.
It was not possible to send them sooner,
because the Jummabundy of Soonda was not finished till the middle
of last month. I could have wished to accompany the estimates
with the Jumma and Kistbundy, in order that you might have an
opportuuity of comparing the probable receipts with the disburse-
ments; but, as it will still require a few days to copy them, I shall
state them in abstract, which I hope will answer the same purpose.

2. The gross settlements are Star Pagodas 6,06,342-12-40.
This sum comprises the whole revenue of the country, as well what
is paid to Government as to Enaumdars of every description, It
also includes a sum of Star Pagodas 14,605-17-1, collected by the
Mahrattas and by the Rajahs of Soonda and Mysore in Soonda
and Bilghi before those districts were delivered over to the Company.
As this sum was collected by Amildars, and is exclusive of the
plunder carried off during the war, it would have been making the
inhabitants pay double rent had I demanded again. I have, there-
fore, deducted it from the Kistbundy, but it will be added to it next
year. As all enaums have been resumed except those cntered in
the Jummabundy, which amount to Star Pagodas 6,567-1-5, this
sum added to the collections of the Mahrattas constitutes the
difference between the Jummabundy and Kistbundy.

Estimate.

3. In the provincial ‘Cutcherry the great distance of Soonda,
and the length of Canara itself, renders it necessary to employ an
extra establishment of servants in order that one Cutcherry may be
detached to Soonda when I am below the ghauts, and to Canara
when I am myself in Soonda. The Sheristadars and some of the
gomastahs have greater pay thanin the Baramahl, butit is actually
less when the difference of the expense of living in the two countries
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is taken into account, and men better qualified for filling every
situation in the revenue line may be found there for -half the cx-
pense they can be found here. As it was the:policy, both of
Hyder and Tippoo, to employ none «f the natives
either in division or district Cutche.ries,
served in any higher situation th-a that of a Curnam. Rice, the
cheapest article in the country, is usually 18 or 15 per cent. dearer
than in the Baramahl, and there is no cheap dry grain to supply its
place in the subsistence of domestics, Cloth. of all kinds, oil and

ghee, after rice the chief articles of consumption among the natives,
are more than double what they are in that country.

of the country
few of them hLave gver

The higher classes of servants, therefore, although their
higher here, probably save less of it, and the lower classes,

the inferior gomastahs and peons,
allow

pay is
such as
will not serve upon the Baramah)
ances because they cannot live upon them. 1 persevered for
some months in restricting them to those allowances ;
that the best gomastahs quitted the service,

peons but such as could get employment nowhere else, 1 was
forced to raise them to what they now are. The difference between
the pay of peons here and in the Baramahl is merely the difference

between the value of Star and Bahaudry Pagodas, which gives them
about o~

4. Lo suict charges the pay of some of the Tassildars is
high, for the same reasons that of some of the head servants of my
own Cutcherry is so,—-the difficulty of finding people fit to supply
their place and the deamcss of all the necessaries of life. The
number of peons is greater than in the Baramahl, because tle
northern and southern distric d miles from

ts, lying near a hundye
the Treasury, when peons

are sent to it with mop
are so long in returning to their district th

. y to have
an extra number to do their duty during their absence, and because
the numerous banditti in almost every part of the country renders
it unsafe to send money, either from the villages to the district,
Cutcherries or from the district Cutc

Cut herries to the Treasury, unlesg
1t 1s escorted by a strong

. ong party of peons. The stull, or district”
Shanbogues, in Sedashignr were under the Mogul Government
gomastahs of the Deshmook. Their enaums,

though resumeq by

but, ﬁnding
and that I could get no

“th mare,

at it is necessar

ey or letters they -
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i i to them. 1 have

» dlways been prwately continued t
ippe I nti lso. not so much on accoun
thought it prudent to continue them 1 80, o

z‘othocir being of any real use, as of their 111ﬂue11”'1tcc'3 e o o
(t) ts, and thbcir connection with leaders of banditti ¢ g
ants, ¢ . le
excite disturbances thg country. U om0 be an ummecessary
5. The District Sauderwaud se ! ti e, ik, o, Y
. '4. . S ot ‘001C , ,
or. after forming an estimat . e o
account ; for, after ) ‘ D s
hicl it’is composed, it ought to be included in the § }is il
‘N1CN S C T . . N o s . ,
“l 1( nd they should be obliged to furnish whati\l/cz > Toaure,
P & . ) . This allowe
‘;vhcthér it costs more or less than w2 l1110\\{a1)c'(:t. e et
» it wi wgsary Lo rase i 13 ar,

: 11 benecessary to -
now too low, and 1t w1 . > 1 Y et
oil, as ‘xll'm’dy mentioned, 1s cxtromcly.dct‘u, and pecase Jortn:

’e;c; paper must be employed ; that which 1s manuk
cruese pa ‘ is ma
¢ ' f the mousoon.
. y ; and the damp o ‘
o n;)lt ) to villace servants 1s too low, becausc not
‘ o village § '
6. 'The allowance o ‘ T
one-half of the Curnams werce present aft(n. It(-)l?t;\;,l,, he couniy:
— ) 1 1 ¥ "¢ i S t/ l [& b 18
' roper to raisc 1 : y
e o e Dot _‘1‘“1’ l1 ITulkars had any share in the pri-
K [ - 2413 O d :
ither t ¥ otails anc ¢ an i
neither they nor the T : ) e e e
t nfmmys which Tkuow were givento Pagodas, and
vate enaum ¢
accounts as outstanding balances.. e anticle i the Survey
) ay Sl d
7. In the charges extraor (}mm y th rarticle 5 e e sun.
Establishment, the lands in this cmulmy nte\le)Cinnr mﬁmown, I
’ ’ ivated and waste g !
r
¥ ' tivated anc
reved. The extent of cul d aste betng o
o h i mixed and divided that hardly any ody !
the fields betng =0 1, 1 saw that without sur-
knew to whom they belonged, 1 s ot sur.
's k ; h hat. L
veying Qistrict it would be impossible to form qlny ‘]1- tb' ot
o che rato refor oan upon the distric
of)thc rate of assessment ; I, therefore, bebmf I e
Barcoor, and it will yet be several months be :u ey
h ’ i as b B
Ve - confinue 1t @ :
ither s the survey or oard miy
shall then cither stop e o st
lirect ; but it may be proper to observe that the. sur 3much e
C i : ‘L N
in this’ province will cost at least four or five times a o
f equal extent in Mysore or the Baramahl, because, as ero s nt
. 'veyors mu
a maln in the country who can survey, all survey

5 & 1s very broken and
’ the land 1s ver}
from bcyond the ghauts, because

i or 1l portions, and
bdivided in a very 4ntricate manuer into very sina b}g orti m,c and
h ( H ‘ . o i {
be ¢ very little can be done from May to. 1\-0\01 cr on iecount
beullus 0 The cxpense of Cutcherries is for the reps
of the monsoon,
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some burned during the late war, of some left unfinished by the
late Government, and of one building from the foundation for
the Treasury. About 1,200 military peons were left in Soonda
by Purneah. I have reduced them gradually to 700. but 960
is entered as being the

nearest the average number employed.
Soonda is full of banditti, The heads of almost every village have
long been accustomed to keep gangsof them in their service ;
they frequently robled each other, but oftener made Incursions
into the neighbouring countries, the

inhabitants of which retaliated
in the same way. Most of the petty zemindars within the Mahratta
frontier give protection to plunderers. No m

erchants can pass
without safeguards, for which they are obliged to pay. Every
zemindar protects them in his own zemindary for the sake of the
customs he levied for them, but L1 uever omits any opportunity of
plundering them when they pass by another route ; and as half
the revenue of §

oonda arises from the customs on be
which all goes to the Mahratta country, and

escorted to the frontier, it will not be safe to redy
ment of peons lower til] more order is restored to both countries than
exists in them at present.  Amin Devee and three small islands de.
pending upon it are under the Cutcherry of Mangalore. They are
inhabited by Moplas, who pay an annual rent of about twe thousand
Pagodas in cowries

» cocoanuts and coir. The establishment of peons
of collecting this rent, and of Protecting the
C¢rews of ships that touch there for water,

tel-nut,

ce the establigly.

private enaym
il probably be about four or five t

The pensions are all paid by order of ¢},
Affairs of Mysore,

. S to them is ascertained,
which w

housand Pagodas,
e Commmissioners for the

K2

I am,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient Sérvant,
(Sd.)

Tuomas Muxro,

Collector,

which must be

Cundapoor, 318 May 1800.
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el and
sa.. President,
To WiLL1AM PETRIE, ;bq" o REVENUE.
: RD OF IWEVER .
. s OF Tie boa . . a report
MeaERs 1 been very slow in making you ftb tp o
- v ave . 4 . 1
Grareprn,—1 has n the state of this province; 1‘ the
. 0ol &1 - o
' ' lifficulties, occasioned partly by .
Land yeats ey 1 partly by the events of
- £ the people and of the country and pz Cc)urred in the pro-
nature o li varicty of other causes, have- Y duat 1t was utterly
the war, an€ - ¢. and since its completion, e 1
oress of the settlement, . lotail at an carlier period.
St to enter mto any actd i Tuly last
i ssible for me to thward 1 July last,
TPe red Canara from the sou 1 Manga-
2. When T entered &« rittel, lying between Bekul and Mang
¢ ots of Coombla and Vittel, yimg tvline themselves Rajals,
the distr : tl posseSQi(m of two chiefs, sty & yment. Jum-
- e In the 2 . overty -
lore, we(; lone been pensioners of the Bombay ¢ of the country from
) ¢ ‘ ‘reat par :
who ha ~Df sed to surrender. A great p Cooroogs. In many
alabad had refu had been ravaged by the Coor ba 't and the
T arcoor ha g laces burnt, @
Nulsurah 12 tlt31‘ had been swept away, the Hl,htl’ fF into captivity.
s the cattle he ildren—carried 0 ¢
places en and cluldre ; Beddenore
. : —Inen, wom irruption from De
inhabitants dia had made an 1rrup . ¢
P R It . - on O
) s of Dondia dohi was in possessi
The fﬁllo‘¥~ei ict of Cundapoor. Bilghi \\?soned b}; he Sultan’s
i SLY . - woere oarris .
into the dis 1 Sedashigur were ge o -
a cdasig -ict as his an
ijoar. Ankola and = < ered that district @
a Polligar. : Q 1a had entere P
ajah of Soond m, and the rivers,
1 the I{J.Jdll A f the annSO()n> H .
troops, anc s the height o ] . 1
. . vas the neig > overy five or six miles,
H ' itance. Ity istance of ey ery v
cient inhert v at the dista . where
. . » country @ w places W
which clOSSnﬂlc d could only be crossed at ‘d}% felt e{)thcr to com-
an . e 1y difficu
were all full, that it was extremely . el
2% ] llltl Wi . 'b ‘inoe (115
: ¢ Ccanoes, so f the neighbouring
there were ble the ryots o g L
or - assembic e after arnving
1o rders or a . ; st care after ¢ )
mumc{}te Od:l' to scttle their xents. My ﬁllslt the districts where
. orae . info a .
tricts 1 1 off Hircarrahs m o s
: Y ine the inhabitar
il was to scuc . warning the
at Bekul ith proclamations ) tho-
e, with D . er my au
they could Vell:)m1 ; ces unless to persons acting undmcerz o the
s an alaliCe ) . . onue 0 R
not to paiyen'zmin(" them to detain all 1ev:“try I had at this
ity 2% V:i‘nme;"c who might be in the co
. - €
former g0

3 < lnil-
N f r men a,bOUt 1me WhO were (1\) ll “
’ t ¢ oniy ou A
11 1)

ays - the Thircarrahs to
I despatched them a few ddy'a af:tel tl‘ Jcarmabs 0
dars, and (f Cppndqpoor, Hunawer, Bilght and dos Iofound
arge O S : - tTO0DS
fake Clmgle : should have submitted to our troops,
ey ¢
soon as th
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it very diflicuit to get men to send to Sther districets  for, as it
had been a maxim, both with Hyder and Tippoo, to exclude the
natives of Canara from all situations in the revenue line, as Tippoo
had dismissed al] the Shanbogues, and as the people who had been
drawn from Mysore to supply the

ir places hag mostly fled, many
weeks elapsed before I eould procure a few gomastahs.

3. I'began with the settlement of Bekul 5 but such was the
unwillinguess of the inhabit

ants to quit their habitations
to the Cutcherry at this inclement se

three weeks in finishing  this
been done in one, While eng
from the Poligar

and come
ason of the year, that 1 wasg
small district which ought to h

ave
aged n this business I received letters
sof Vittel, Bilghi, S

Soonda and Coomla, all to the
same purport, congratulating me on the success of our arms, and
expressing their confidence that they would be reinstated in theiy
ancient domains. I knew that there were pretenders, eithe
or concealed, to alinost every  district in - Canara, T
any immediate discussion of such claims could
tive of mischievous consequences, and I, therefore, gave them
all the same answer, that they must repair personally to camp, ang
lay their cases hefore the President of Mysore, and that even then
they would not be heard until they had withdrawn 4 their
ers from the Company’s territory,
neral Hartlcy had, before my
and Vittel to retury 1o Mal
had receive

I open
saw  that
only be produc-

follow.
Not one of them obeyed.  Ge-
s arrival, ordered the Rajahs of Coomly
alabar, and to deliver up the arms they
d from the Comumissioners. They so far paid attention
to this order as to return themsclveg with the view, 1o doubt of
se.cm‘ing their pensions ; but ach left his nephew behind with’ all
his zm?)cd f.ollowers, hoping that, by keeping matterg i confusion
and hindering the ryots from Coming to the Cutcherry they woulg
at last force me to give up the country to them on t]l(:‘il,‘ own terms
I took 1o notice of the nephews and their bandittj, They /wc1l'e'
B 0L e o a1 51 G oo
! ' tof ary expedition, when the troops
were required for more mportant services, | was also averse to

. o . , e . o .

1131(;]? 'f01ce whenever a point could he accomplished by patience
: air mean; refor ' wi 1

an ta means, 1, thoxefme, Contented myself with sending fye.-
quent messages to the inhabitantg wviting them to come to the

7 .o
: inevita
. t mevita-
ment that mus :
herry, and warning them of the pum;h Bt it was mot il
“herr d . . - .
Cutcherry, - Dersisting in their disobedien oatened to treat
bly attend their p S Raiabs, and threater !
y artley again wrote to the Rajabs, the rvots of Vittel
General Hart € bl dhorents as rcbels, that the Ty la ncar two
and a N ‘oomla nes
'11 3 1‘ above a month, and that of C OO“me e
180Ty A < . 9 tl - as
£tlc Tﬁzst sent for them. In the mef\n.t' m, o o
- L ad Tk v Wi walti -
1n,fmt1‘_S, after ing away, it was necessary \\1thc.xu§ thco outhern
as passing away, " districts on
season wis Passiils - and other dis o
. -, Pootoor a . e auitted
to go into Mungesecr, ¢ ¢ here, too, the inhabitants q
. ol £ the Mangalore river 3 but : ; ¢ 1o come fo the Cutcherry,
ank o oe . refused ' ;
their villages on my approach, and, 1 by themselves. Previous to
y t § crtain conditions preseribed by Is were private property,
eXCCp on ¢ ¢ II 7(161‘ {lll 1“1“( § W o 1
i : : P and
t of Canara by Hydel, Amildars of Hyder
the con(luesre fxed and moderate ; but the Atn;{ e rents were as
th.e rents] \"16011 (;ne assessment after anothcf’ ) t;) recover what they
«}1pp00 arc \1 . , 1 't‘ults anxious l
‘' Mvsor The iphabitants, . rection. and hac
high asin Mysore. I in a state of partialinsurrection, :
h‘;dlost had ﬁ'e‘l”endy been ul L 1 The pl.incipal men among them,
« 2 . 1 .
avetrelv msied. . al cor-
frequently been severely pu -+ object ; they kept up a general '
;, mever lost sight of their Obje¢t ; the other by mecans
however, never Jot ° 1 of the province to . "y
y ohie end 0 private contr

their nephews
e
came to the Ct

.o fron tatained b
espondence  fro aintained by -
lcfl‘ fidential people, who were 1 le an attempt on every
ot con o themseclves. They made ¢ 1d they had so far
butions among I to eain their poiut, and £ about
hange of a Dewan or Asoph to g minal remission or 2
chang ted in 1796 as to obtamn a nOﬁ ¢ vear as a bribe to the
succeeaed 1 . ras paid the first ycar & artl
; VlllCh was P4 mo ears par y
twenty per cent., o, and went the two following 'y ‘eciqll}r the
nimer s habit “especie
officers of Gover mt; and partly to the 1nhabxt,‘mts’1 l transfer of
SCIVY ¢ ¢ . 8 [CIRBY
to the revenue SCIV Ihey thought th

ast wanted it . f securing
. - classes who least ’ N ))Ol‘tllmty Ol & bs
higher ¢ able opy

Cmnany a favour .
the country to the Company a 1‘ and what they could onlyﬂlimc
iy 7 gaimed, < ¢ he cfficers
ad so recently ga . ts to the
what they 111(01d by large and continual paymen { ent they sent
tio rherever
eypected t0.ho ¢ b view, therefore, wherever ‘on as the
of revenue.  With this view, stating this deductio
< >

; o Ld £ bill of rights, any discus-
me in a paper a kind o agree to come to any

- 1d :
eliminar which they cou d to admit any
only plehmlfmtlll'yi?nqettlements 1, of course, refuse
ClI' ¢ S,
sion at all of tht

) e st
at the revenue mu
s oulations. I answered them that ti C e e
previous P back to its former standard, and the
: ack s
first be brought

0
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slsevteral wgeks wasted in message that I would not give up, they at
<1lS cane in. The other districts followed their example, and after
the fall of Jummabad in the beginning of October, the country

being forced from the enemy, the ryots made very little further op

ositi g " :
position to the settlements, Those of Canara were finished in

January, a .
, and the Jummabundy mi
: night h: ~ y
in ey, has st e e 1); gcht 1lmve ;men forwarded to ;ou
, acing Soonda under my chs de 1
. g y charge made it
necessary hich,. from
peces Ii} to twzut for the scttlement of that province, which, from
solate state and from the di 1 : ,
, a 1e disorders to which i
. 11t had long be
s deno ‘ | ordes ad long been
Xposed, required a much longer time in proportion to its r y
oposec s rent than
4. | have i ) 1 i
I I'have been the more particular in describine the ol
met with in the settlement of Canarn, b et o
e . anara, bec: {Ce 1
districts claimed by Tolligars, they ori ated entirely in o o
bt e gars, they originated entirely in the in-
Jbants | g once been in possession of a fixed land rent, :
1 their still universally possessine their | g,
o . . . . - ) =
. cir cull;lstances which distinguish Canar
rom all the countsi
untries beyond the gh

tended to in whatever system m
management,

ands as private property
. b
a 1 a remarkable manner
ants, and which must be at.
ay hercafter be fi or i
i i ¢ framed for
i The attachment of the inhabit -
and rent, and the obstinacy with w

new addition to it under

ants to this ancient

- .
hich they had resisted every

‘ . ; Y 2

ascertain from them what had been the

the Raj: cdde
1e Rajahs of Beddenore, as well as under Hyder and Tippoo, and

the cause of it ine [he a
S dt‘Clll (o) i S
) . | . e, h CC 1\11)21“)’11]0‘ .'tatement sho W ¢
amount of the reventie under the R stows th

, . .. ajahs of Beddenore. -
';lfl‘c r;'uccesswe additions that have been made to ite(;lcisnotl > 1 and all
1ppoo’s reign. I have {r n to the close
i e equently entered -
items , ently entered ten or twelve sm:
o i;nder oxllc head, because it would have beon & (zlllwc small
X o - < r
m plf' tnD to have detailed them all separately. I e nd
fo};S(; 1o .the land rent without taking any nOtiCe thl]Ve confined
e (;tall of them would afford no criterion to the customs,
wa of the country ; because rice, {rom wh; 1 flﬁfdge by of the
as never permi ’ ‘iiich they chiefl
in part preSI;rlvzgttii otlcl) }ll)e freely exported by sea }lr)ut wasy 5::’:;;
. 1) gh 1n g diﬁbr t ) v ) ’ ; ays§
supplying the t o ent proportion, every vear for
) r00ps at Nuggur and in all the garrisons b}; 31; a{)(i}n
‘ ¢

accounts n order to
state of the revenue under

»

.
and below the ghauts, and as this rice paid no custom it therefore
often happened that, in years where the produce of rice was equal,
the produce of the customs was less by half in one than another.

5. ‘The great value of land in ancient times led the Curnums to
adopt. every ekxpedient they cosld think *of for the preservation of
their accounts, because théy were not only a register of the public
revenué but of all transfur of land among individuals, They wrote
their accounts in black books which Jasted above a century, and to
guard against accidents they always made two or three copies,
which were distributed among different branches of thie family to be
kept separately. Whenever a volume became much worn from
length of time and frequent use, a fresh copy was made, and a
memorandum was usually inserted in the title-page, mentioning
the yecar of Shalivahanin which it had been written, and also the
date of thz original or older copy from which it had been trans-
cribed.  The use of these registers haviug been prohibited during
the Mysore Government, a great part of them had been lost from
negligence and other causes, but enough still remains to furnish a
complete abstract of the land rent during a period of more than
four hundred years.

6. Trom the remotest times of which there is any record till
near the middle of the fourteenth century all land was assessed in
rice at a quantity equal to the quantity sown of paddy,—that 1s to
say, a field which required ten candies of paddy to sow it paid ten
candies of rice to the Sirkar. The measure then in use was called
a Lkutti, which contained forty hanis of cighty rupees’ weight;
a kutti was, therefore, equal to three thousand and two hundred
rupecs’ weight, The rent of three such kuttis of land was three
Luttis of rice, or one Ghetti Pagoda of the same value as the
Babaudris now is. The revenue was sometimes collected in
kind, sometimes in mouey, at the discretion of the Sirkar, and
probably as the state of prices rendered the one or the other most
advantageous.

7. Between the years A. D. 1334 and 1347, Hurryhur Roy,
the Rajah of Byjanuggur, made a new assessment of Canara upon
the principles laid down in the Shasters, which suppose the produce
fo be to the seed as 12 to 1, and which prescribe the proportions

23uMm
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into wh_ich it is to be divided between the Sirkar, tlie landlord and
the cultwatqr. Agrecably to the Shasters, therefore, he reckoned
that 2§ kuttis of seed yielded 30 kuttis of paddy, which Le divided
as follows :—

To the landlord ....... e e e . 7L
To the cultivator or labourer . .....ovoeiento.n. . 15~
To the Sirkar ....... et e enenee . 74
------- 2

30

imd still following the Shasters he divided the Sirkar’s share as fol-
OWS i~—

1 . el ar 7 N
For the Sirkar one-sixth of the gross produce .... 5

Dewastaun ...t iiri it iiinn e 1
Bramins, one-twentieth .............. e 12
LY Q
1
71

. He reckoned the 7} kuttis of paddy equal to half or 33 kuttis
.of rice, from which he deducted four hanis, or one-tenth, Eor beatl-
ing 1t from the paddy. "The balance, three kuttis and 15'lmnis, he
supposed to be the fund from which the Sirkar rent of one Ghetti
.Pagoda to 2% kuttis of land was to be paid. Though it is said that
in the 74 parts of the gross produce taken as the Sirkar’s share 21
ate for Pagodas and Bramins, it appears from a statement o;
Enaums .that the share actually allowed them was little more than
one. Tliscurtailment was made on the idea of their possessing lands
to a ]z.trge. amount not included in the Jumma, and it appca?s from
Investigations made in subsequent periods that these Enaums, added
to what they held, openly excceded the 2} parts which oimht to
have been allotted to them.  Besides Enaums to Bramins auz Pa-
godas there were many Enaums to Polligars and Potails, not entered

in ic
the :Iumma, which were brought forward and added to it in
succeeding reigns.

8. is
L aftar a':‘hls settlement'of' Hurryhur Roy, which is referred to in
all ¢ sessments, and is the foundation of the present land rent of

11

Canara, is not supposed to have been made from a;ly actual mea-
surement, but merely from the rough estimate of the quantity
of seed reported to have been usually sown in cach field. The dis-
tance of Canara from the seat of government might have been
the reason why it -Wwas conducted either very carelessly or with
great indulgence to the inhabitants, for between the years 1348 and
1366 -additions were made to the Jumma of above 20 per cent.
arising solely from lands not entered in the original settlement.
From this time down to the year 1587, when Sedashway Roy made
over Canara on certain conditions to Chunnapah Gour of Keldi,
the founder of the Beddenore Government, the Sirkar rental conti-
nued unaltered. It was so light that the inhabitants could have no
pretence for demanding a reduction of it. It is likely enough that
they thought themselves fortunate in being permitted to retain so
great a portion of the produce as they must have then enjoyed,
and that they rather avoided than sought any discussion on so dan-
gerous a subject, and that the Byjanuggur Rajahs in the possession
of extensive dominions were satisficd with realising a certain, though
moderate, revenue from the more distant provinces.

9. The Beddenore family made no additions till 1618, when
they imposed an additional assessment of 50 per cent. on the whole
of the Jumma, except in what is called the Hobly of Mangalore,
which comprises about one-third of Canara, and which, being at
that time mostly held by a number of tributary Polligars, was only
partially subjected to this assessment. Between this period and
1660 the only .considerable addition they made toit wasby an
assessment of cocoanut and other fruit trees, which under the
Byjanuggur Government do not seem cver to have paid any rent
exclusive of the land rent. The Byjanuggur assessment, with all
additions down to this era incorporated with it, has been more than
a century considered as the Rekah, or standard rent, of all the lands
in the country, cultivated and waste, and it is, therefore, entered
under that denomination in the 2nd column of the Statement No. 1.
The deductions in the four following columns are made in order
to show the amount of the standard rent of the Sirkar lands
actually occupied and paying rent at the end of the Beddenore

Government.
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10.  The 3rd column contains the total of Enaums, the amount
of which, like that of Sirkar lands, was swelled by the addition
of the 50 per cent. in 1618, but no recal increase was made of them
by the Beddenore Rajahs. The apparent increase arose from those
Enaums which had been concealed during the Byjanageur Gevern-
ment having been in the course of subsequent iuvestiglxtions digco-
vered and brought to account. The Beddenore Rajahs, tllou"gli they
made no addition to the Enaums, made a considerable alteration in
them by transferring Star Pagodas 23,595-2-13 from Bramins to the
Muts and Pagodas of Linguents to which caste they themselves be-
longed. The deficiencies of Rekaly, or standard rent, in column 4 are
composed of uncultivated lands and reduction of rent. The first
of these heads comprehends all lands overflowed by the sea, or
torn up and washed away Dby rivers and nullahs, and ancient waste
lands which had been in that state ever since the Byjanuggur
G(?vernmcnt, and which from their situation among hills and jungles,
being deemed unlikely to be ever again cultivated, were withdrawn
from the sum of the general assessment of the country. The second
head includes reductions of such parts of extra assessment of 50
per cent. and that of cocoanut trees, as it was found could not be
realized.

The waste lands in column 5 are all supposed to be fit for
cultivation, becausc the whole or the greater part of themn had been
cultivated at different periods under the Beddenore Government.
It was usual to grant Tunkas to peons of Simoga and other garrisons
above the ghauts, on the ryots of Canara for a certain proportion of
their pay. These men, being always impatient to get home, were
glad for the sake of prompt payment to accept of what was much
less than their due. By degrees it became a rule that they were to
get no more than 60 per cent. for their Tunkas, As this was in
fact a remission of rent, the Tunkas were generally written 1'1};0!1
the poorest villages; but when, in consequence of areduction of the’
peons, the Tunkas were discontinued, it was found expedient still to
continue to the villages an indulgence to which they had been 0
tong accustomed, and the diminution of rent which this occasioned
was entered in column 6th, "The 8th column contains the net
standard rent of all the land occupied at the close of the Beddenor®
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Government, which, together with the additions in the following
columns, formed the Jumma at that period. The Pugdi, or extra
assessment of 1711, was imposed by the wife of the Rajah who was
regent during the madness of her husband on the occasion of the
marriage of her son, Buswapah Naique; it was at the rate of one-
sixteenth of the Shist, ¢r standard rent, and was for a few years
Jevied as a Nuzza, but soon came to be considered as a part of the
Jumma. ~ The Putti, or extra assessment of 1718, in column 10 was
imposed by the Rajah of Soonda for the purpose of discharging
the Mogul Pescush at the rate of 30 per cent. upon all gardens, and
from 24 to 124 upon all fields rice. The addition under this head
in Buntwal was made by the .\dju Polligar, who then rented part
of that district.

The Chucker, or extra assessment of 1,720, was imposed in licu
of interest paid to the soucars who advanced the early kis.ts for the
ryots. In Beddenore always 50 per cent. had been paid by the
middle of October, but only 12} per cent.in Canara. The Rajah
wished to regulate the kists of Canara in the same manner ; but-the
inhabitauts, from the lateness of their crops, being unable to comply,
it was agreed that he should borrow the money, and that they shc?uld
pay him as interest half an anna, or one thirty-second part addition-
al, on the Shist or standard rent.

The assessment of Buswapah Naique was made in 1723 at
the rate of onc-tenth of an anna, or one hundred and sixtieth part
of the standard rent, in order to erect chutters and feed pilgrims on
account of the.murder of his father.

The additions in column 13 consist of extra assessment by
petty Polligars in the Mangalore Hobly, and those, in the next
column, of Nuzzurs formerly made to the Rajahs of betelnut. and
pepper converted into money, and a variety of other trifling articles.
The addition of 1758 was made by the Rani to discharge the
arrears of the Mahratta Chaut., They had accumulated to so
great a sum that she pretended she could not pay them off Wlt]lOL}t
a Nuzzwmnamah from the inhabitants equal to one year’s rent. To
this demand they utterly refused to submit, and when sl¥e attempted
to furce compliance they roscina body upon the Awmildars. The
matter was at last accommedated by their consenting to pay 50 per
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cent. in four years at the ratc of 12} per cent. cach year, but on the
5th year, when it was to have been remitted, Iyder ordered 1t to
be made permanent,

Column 17 consists of cxtra assessments made by petty- Polligars
n the districts which they rented, to supply. defictencies from
increase of waste lands, &c., &c. * \oe

Column 18 contains an increase of 2} per cent. in Soonda, which
was the advantage gained on exchange by substituting the Sawanoor
for the Dharwar Pagodas. It contains also a small additional rent
upon salt-pans, the produce of cocoanut trees formerly prescnted
to Amildars at festivals, and a great variety of other trifling
articles, »

11, Hyder had no sooner completed the conquest of Canara
than he ordered an investigation to he made into every source of re-
venue for the purpose of augmenting it wherever it could be done.
The chiefpart of the extra assessinent made on this account is entered
in column 23. Ile was informed that a great part of the deductions
in columns 4 and 5 madein three preceding centuries had been grant-
ed in consequence of false statements; he, therefore, ordered that
such a portion of these lands as amounted, when all extra asscss-
ments were added, to their standard rent—to thirty thousand Pago-
das—should be added to their Jumma, but as it appeared on inquiry
that no such lands were actually in cultivation, this sum was added
to the rent of those that were so. IHe ordered the extra assess-
ment of 1711 to be imposed on the lands of Potails and other head
ryots who had then been excused, and an additional assessment of
eighteen thousand Pagodas to be laid upon the Mangalore Hobly,
because it had only been partially subjected to the additional 50
per cent. of 1618,

12. The additions in column 24 were between 1779 and 1782
by Sheik Ayaz, commonly called Hayet Saheb by Europeans. He
had promized, on being appointed Dewan of the provinces of Nuggh?
and Canara, that he would raise the revenue alac and half ©
Pagodas without distressing the inbabitants, In order to fulfil his
engagement he again added to the standard rent the Tunkas to peons
remitted in column 6.  He raised the rent of all cocoanut planta-
tions, He calculated the amount of all Russooms, services, &€
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usually exacted from Amildars and Keeladars, and added them
to the land rent. These various heads taken together form the
greatest extra assessment next to that imposed immediately after
the conquest by the orders of Hyder himself, and as it is also one
of the most recent.it is always most complained of’; and on this ac-
count Dondia, after taking Nuggur in June last, promised, in the
Cowle Namas which he sent into Canara, to abolish it.

Column 25 is an extra assessment made by the inferior
Amildars in several districts of a certain percentage on the
standard rent by orders from the Dewan. Column 26 is the village
Sanderwaud or the disbursements usually made by the Potails and
Shanbogues as batta to peons, charity to Pundarums, Bramins, &c.,
and allowances to dancing women and showmen, all of which were
ordered to be discontinued, and the money supposed to be thus
saved to be added to the Jumma.

Column 27 contains a great variety of heads, the principal of
which is a sum levied in licu of repairs of forts and cutcherries
which the inhabitants had formerly been accustomed to perforin
gratis every year. Column 31 contains the sumn which arose from
the resumption of the half of all Enaums to Bramins and Pagodas,
and the whole of all service Enaums to petty Zemindars, Potails, &c.
Column 32 is the profit in grain issued to peons. Those stationed
in Ankola, on account of the disturbances in that district, had
higher pay than anywhere else.” Hyder wished to reduce it, but
he could not alter the nominal amount without creating discontent.
He, therefore, ordered that half their pay should be issued in paddy
at double the bazaar price, and that the difference should be brought
to account in extra revenue. A small part of it, however, was by some
mistake or other added to the Jumma, and the whole was afterwards
in Tippoo’s time called land rent, though no part of it was ever
coliected from the ryots, and though the whole after the reduction
of the peons always appeared as an outstanding balance. Column
33.—The sale of prostitutes was the chief source of extra revenue

_under the Beddenore Government. It was farmed to the highest

bidder, and was an instrument of the greatest oppression ; for the
farmer had spies about every rich family by means of whom he
exacted heavy fines for concealment, and very frequently where
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no fault had been committed by threatening to bring forward public
charges supported by false evidence. Hyder put an end to all
lntrusion into private fumilies, and confined the farm to the sale of
such women as had already been expelled from their caste.  The
treasury bonds in column 34" were bonds given dwing the
Beddenore Government by such landholders as had reccived loans
from the treasury to ecnable them to discharge their balances.
Hyder ordered an account to be taken of the principal and interest
still due, and directed that the whole should be discharged in ten
years by the different individuals against whom the demand stood.
The increase in column 335 arose chiefly from the assessment of
cocoanut plantations on the lands near the beach which had not
before been included in the land rent.

€ ne .,

13.  The greatest addition made to the Jand rent under Tip-
poo was by the total resumption of all Enaums. The other heads
of actual increase, being similar to those of his father, require no
explanation ; but there 1s in column 64 a nominal increase of no
less tha ar 1% ' 52,589-27-7 X i

ss than Star ldg‘OleS 2,52,680-27-76, no part of which was
ever collected. It is composed of a tax upon cocoanut trees
: J ~ey o .
m{)o.u.ntmg to Star Pagodas 17,753-32.54 ordered in 1789, of an
additional land tax of 30 per ce "a tax i
| : 3 per cent, and of a tax amounting to 7}
per cent. of the land reuts, which, it was supposed, might be raised
from shroffs : ' armi ¢ ' col n *
" Intoffs ‘m_d tobacco by farming the sale of coins and change of
oney to particular shroffs : ralsing i *hi
o p,z"r cm]it ti:;]llhl b:l{()ﬁb and raising the price of tobacco. This
roz \ - imposed m 1794, as well as a Nuzzeraunal in 1792 of
2l per cent., secem > T3 1
viseIrs merel, witl ) t(.) have .bLCll suggested to Tippoo by his ad-
LG BU0 § B cV ] . T . .
v ylt .'1] Vllw of involving his accounts in confusion,
i migh h t e safoety e i
P y o] :[Vlt; the more safcty embezzle the revenue; for in
1t was on i ¥ : : 1
'” y the md. rent that was collected and entered in the
village accounts, but which was afterwards in the Cutcherries class.
id under thc” heads of Nuzzerannah 37% per cent. additional and
sz.md rent,” and the simple balance of land rent by being divid-
ed int ee ¢ i r ’
v ‘o these tluce' dass_es, grew mto such a confused mass of
an;.:s as to set all investigation at defiance.
ot thz;t Columns 78, 79 and 80 show the proportions of the land
& WeEr O Ye) 3 . 4}
ot (;:e received in kind.  The whole are now commuted
¥» because rice is not now wanted for numerous garrisons,
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and because the monopoly of pepper was destroying the very
plantations from whence it arose. The increase of land rent is
divided into ““extra assessments” and ‘‘new heads of revenue,”
Decause it is the extra assessments alone that add to the burthen of
the landholders, ‘and exhibit the excess of the moder above the
ancient assessment of the same lands.

" Tlis annual assessment is still written, not only in all general
accounts of districts, but in those of every landholder. It 1s alone
considered as the due of Government ; all subsequent additions are
considered as oppressive exactions. They are not called rent, but
are stigmatized with the names of chaut, imposts, fincs, &c, and
distinguished by the names of the Dewan who first levied them.
'They were always opposed by the inhabitants, and it was, therefore,
necessary to make them as general and equal as possible by an
cven rate of percenfage. This forms a remarkable distinction
Letween the land rent of Canara and that of Mysore and the
neighbouring countries, for there the rent of every village and of
almost every ryot fluctuates yearly because it is not fixed upon the
land, but is regulated according to the supposed ability of the
eultivator. _

15. The sums entered in columns 8, 44 and 72 exhibit the
standard rent of the lands in cultivation under the Raui of Beddenore,
Hyder and Tippoo; and, had all these lands been actually cultivated,
they would likewise show exactly the comparative rates of assess-
ment of those three periods. But this was vot the case, for a small
portion of the jand in occupancy even under the Rani was waste ;
more of it was waste under Hyder, particularly in the latter year
of his government, and a far greater share under Tippoo. It never
was the practice under any one of those governments to keep an-
account of waste lands, unless of such as, from the failure of hetrs
or other accidents, had reverted to the Sirkar. The accounts con-
tained a register of the number of landholders and the fixed
assessment of their respective estates, the total of which formed the
Jumma, but they took no notice of wastc lands when there was a
proprictor in existence. As long as he was present lie was respon-
sible for the full rent, whether he cultivated or not.  This was little
folt under the Beddenore Government when there were very few

3IumM

A
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proprietors who had not the means of cultivating the whole of theif
estates, but it became a serious evil under Hyder and Tippoo WHe
the increase of rent diminished cultivation, and by bej gthro d
upon a narrow space pressed harder upon the landhold S et
Both their assessments must, therefore, Be reckotud nig! ¢
than they appear to be from the statemenf. ‘There is no mcﬂ}o-d’:o
ascertaining with accuracy what in either of them was the qu? uty
of waste in those estates which composed the Jumma, and VM
of course, was subjected to the full rent, in the same manner as i
it had been cultivated. So many circumstances render it probabl
that, during the last five or six years of Tippeo’s reign, the land i
cultivation did not exceed the amount of that of the present ye:
entered in column 83. If this conclusion is just, it would adc
about one-sixth more to the proportional rate of his assessment, anc
with the increasing cmbezzlements of his servants sufliciently
accounts for the extraordinary diminution of his receipts in No. 2.
16. The sum of Star Pagodas 1,50,940-4-36 in column &2,
deducted from his assessment in the assessment of the current
year, is principally composed of waste lands of which the propric-
tors are extinct, and which, though they have been in that state for
a long time past, had been permitted to swell the Jumma at the
beginning, and outstanding balances at the close, of the year
It is also composed of a reduction of a part of the extra assessments
on such estates as were rununing to waste from the inability of their
owners to pay the exorbitant rents with which they were loaded.
However much I disapprove of the numerous additions made to
the ancient land rent by Hyder and Tippoo 1 did not think my-
sclf at liberty to depart widely from the system which I found estab-
-lished, as it is the same as that which exists in all the provinces
which the Company have acquired in the cast. I have made,no
other reduction in the assessment of Tippoo Sultan than such a
was absolutely necessary in order to ensure the collection of the rent.
I considered myself merelyas a Collector who was to investigate and
report upon the state of the country, but who was to leave it to the
Board to decide the expediency of lowering its assessment. .Had
such an assessment as that introduced by Hyder and Tippoo e)flSted
in ancient times, Canara would long ago have been converted into @

°
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desert. In a country so rocky and uneven—where cattle are not
only scarce, but, even where they are to be had, cannot always be
employed, where every spot, before it canbe cultivated, must belevel.-
led with great labour by the hand of man—the expense of the first
preparation of waste ground must have been so great that it could
never havebeen attem pted unless the assessment had been extremely
moderate; and even after land has been brought into cultiva-
tion, if it is neglected for a few years, it is soon broken up by deep
gullies formed by the torrents which fall during the monsoon. Not
only these reasons but the more positive evidence of accounts clearly
demonstrate, that the fourth of the gross produce said to have been
taken as the Sirkar’s share in the Byjanuggur assessment was fully
as much as was paid by the ryots under that government ; for after
~ the addition made to it by the Beddenore family, in 1618, of 50 per
\ cent., besides many smaller additions making about 20 per cent.
‘ more, it appears to have been little felt by the inhabitants.

Indeed, it appears that the Sirkar’s share was reckoned higher
than it ought to have been by adopting the Shaster rule of the seed
yielding 12 to 1 as the basis of cultivation ; for an ancient estimate of
produce and the expeuses of cultivation drawn up at the time of the
original assessment makes the Sirkar share one-sixth, which was pro-
bably ncarer the truth than one-fourth. Whatever proportion it
might have been to the gross produce in 1762 at the time of the

- conquest of Canara by Hyder, it still seems to have been sufficiently

. : moderate to have enabled the country, if not to extend its cultivation,

I at least to preseive it in the same flourishing state in which it had
. been in earlier times. Where districts were in a decline it was

3 not caused by the land rent but had been the consequence of the
' diminution of their population during the frequent revolts of their -
© . numerous petty Polligars, or it had been occasioned by temporary

acts of oppression ; for the Rajahs of Beddenore, though they ad-
hered to the principle of a fixed land rent, frequently permitted
their favourites aud dependants, when placed in the management of
districts, to ruin many of the principal inhabitants by the exaction
of exorbitant fines under various pretences.

17. Trom these and other causes there were in many parts
of the country tracts of waste land which paid no rent, and which
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could not be S(;ld; but the lands which were o_ccnpied could, f(zr thf
most part, be sold at the rate of from one to cight or ten years plll 1t
chase of the Sirkar rent. I have met with some m.smnccs of fields
which had been sold so high as twenty-five :m.d t}nr}y years mlu‘lelr
the Beddenore princes ; therefore the oqtstanﬂmg balances w ncI\
have since been so common in Canara were almost unknovgn._... }t
was thought unnecessary to keep annual de?mls of .the state of cul-
tivation. It was never inquired what portion of his estate a land-
lord cultivated or left waste. It was cxpected that, in what.ever
state they were, he was to pay the whole rent. When he fmled.,
however, as was sometimes the case, it was not usual, even where i
could be done, to sell the whole or part of his estate to make good
the deficiency. This was looked upon asa harsh measure, a_ml was
seldom resorted to. The usual custom was to grant him time, to
assist him with a loan of money, or fo remit the debt a\togc.thel'-
The village or district was scarce cver assessed for individual
failures. On the whole, the revenue was then easily realized, and
when there were at times outstanding balances they seem to have
proceeded rather from mismanagement than from the operation of
the land rent,

18. Canara has, however, now completely fallen from the
state of prosperity. Theevils which have heen continually accumu-
lating upon it since it became a province of Mysore haye destr.oyed
a great part of its former population, and readered 1ts remaining
inhabitants as poor as those of the ncighbouring_): countries. ‘Its
lands, which are now saleable, are reduced to a very small portion,
and that chiefly between the Cundapoor and Chandergurry rivers,
and within five or six miles of the sca. It is not to be supposed that
the whole of this tract can be sold, but only that saleable lands are

scattered through every part of it thicker in some places and thimner

in others, particularly in the Mangalore District.  There is scarcely
any saleable land, even on the sea coast, to the northward ©

Cundapoor, or any where inland from one end of Canara to ﬂic
other, excepting upon the banks of the Mangalore and some Oth‘;‘
great rivers. In the vicinity of the ghauts the lands are not o0ty

. D .
unsaleable, but the greatest part of them is waste and overgrow

with wood.

>
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i y ycars, and there can be little
doubt but its prosperity has suffered a much greater reduction,
G.(-)rsapah, -Ankola aud- Cundapoor, formerly flourishing places, con-
tain now only a few beggarly inhabitants. Honawer, once the second
town in trade after Mangdlore, has not a single house, and Manoa-
lore itself'is greatly decayed. It may be said that this change Eas
been brought about by the invasion of Hyder; by the four wars
which have happened since that event ; by Tippoo himself destroy-
ing many of the principal towns upon the coast and forcing the in-
habitants to remove to Jumalabad and other unhealthy situations
near the hills; by his seizing in one night all the Christian men,
women and children, and sending them to the amount of sixty-
thousand into captivity to Mysore, fromn whence one-tenth of them
never returned ; by the prohibition of forcign trade; and by the
general corruption of his government in all its departments. These
circumstances certainly accelerated the change, but, taken all to-

gether, they probably did not contribute to it so much as the extra-
ordinary augmentation of the land rent.

19. A moderate land rent carries in itself such an active prin-
ciple of prosperity that it enables a country to resist for a long time
all the cvils attending a bad government, and also to recover quickly

_ from the calamities of war. When it is fixed and light the farmer

sees that he will reap the reward of his own industry ; the cheerful
prospect of improving his situation animates his labours, and en-
ables him to replace in a short time the losses he may sustain
from adverse seasons, the devastation of war, and other accidents ;
but when an oppressive rent is superadded to all the other mischief
of a tyrannical government, the country, however flourishing it
may once have been, must sink under them at last, and must hasten
to ruin at a more rapid pace every succeeding year.

20. Hyder received Canara a highly improved country, filled

" with industrious inhabitants, enjoying a greater proportion of the

produce of the soil, and living more comfortably than those of any
province under any native power in India ; but, instead of observing
the wise and temperate conduct which would have secured to it

Al
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the enjoymen{ of these advantagc;s, he regarded it asfa] flmdlfl‘lt;)::],
which he might draw without limit for the cxpenses.o 11; mil o
operations in other quarters. The whole course .of' the ad mm“lb : .
tion of his deputics scerns to have })een n.othu}g 13ut- a seuets :])t
experiments made for the purpose of discovering the f]tmost exte |
to which the land rent could be carried, or how much it was })OSS,.ll‘) e
to extort from the farmer without diminishing cultivation. - I'he
savings accumulated in better times.enabled’ the co'untry to supponi
for some years the pressure of contm.ually increasing d.cmzmds, bu) ‘
they could not do so for cver ; failure and outstanding balances
became frequent before his death. .

91. The same demand and worse management increased thf.zm
in the beginning of Tippoo’s reign.  He was determined  to rc!mj
quish no part of his father’s revenue.  Ie knew no way of nmkl;}%
up for failures, but by compelling one part of the ryots to pay for
the deficiencies of the other. He made them pay not only those
which arose from the waste lands but also of dead and deserted
ryots which were annually increasing. N .

Severity and a certain degree of vigilinee and control in .the
carly part of his government kept th.e colle(':tions for some time
nearly at their former standard, but 1t was 1mposs1b'le they could
remain so long, for the amount of land left unoccupied fr.om the
flight or death of its cultivators became at last so great that it could
not be discharged by the remaining part of the inhabitants, and the

collections before the end of his reign fell short of the asses'sment,
(column 71) from ten to sixty per cent. The meusure w!nch he
adopted to preserve his revenue was that which most eﬂcctl.;ally
destroyed it. He forced the ryots who were present to cultlvat.e
the lands of those that were absent, but as the increased rent of their
own lands required all their care and labour, by turning a part,of
it to those new lands, the produce of their own was diminished,
and they became incapable of paying the rent of cither. .
The cffect of this violent regulation was to hasten the extinc-
tion of the class of ancient proprietors or landlords, for many who™
might have still contrived to have held that rank had they been per-
mitted to confine their stock to the cultivation of their own lands,
when they were obliged to “employ it in the cultivation of those of

’
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other people, and when the consequent decrease of the produce
left no surplus after paying the rent of Government, sunk to the
state of labourers. Nothing can more strongly indicate the poverty
of the country than when its lands, so far from being saleable, must
be forced upon the cultivators ; but this practice prevails more or

lcsg through Canara, and is very general every where to the north-
ward of Cundapoor.

22. In order to enable the Board to determine as to the
principle on which the permanent assessment of this country is to
be made, it. is necessary that I should offer some remarks on the
aucient and present state of its landed property.

As far as can be gathered from traditions and accounts, it ap-
pears that in the fourteenth century, at the time when the Rekah
or Byjanuggur standard rent was fixed, the whole of the lands
were parcelled out among a prodigious number of landbolders pay-
ing annual rents in various gradations from five to five thousand
Pagodas, Great estates, however, were not common, and the aver-
age was nearer fifty Pagodas than any other sum. The demand of
the Sirkar was fixed for two centurics and a half under the Byja-
nuggur Government, and may be said to have been fixed under the
Beddenore Rajabs, also, during more than a century, for in all that
period the fixed additions to it hardly amounted to ten per cent.
The price of land, it has been already observed, was low, but this
low value ought not to be ascribed entirely to the assessinent ; some
of it may fairly be laid to the charge of cther causes,—to the dan-
ger of being suspected of being rich, which hindered so much
money from going to the improvement of land, and so much from
being paid for it as would otherwise have been one—to the total
waut of manufactures for the internal consumption of grain from

which the revenue chiefly arose—to the difficulty and expense
of transporting so bulky a commodity by land, depriving it of the
?flarket above the ghauts—and to the want of a nav
tect the coast against pirates, and to secure at all times a free ex.
pl(:rt of the su.rplus produce by sea. But though the price was low,
avevslzrgfi;tt)}’l elisstfs I&::]Sl gl‘x.al“'de‘:d' b)‘r_ several equitable and humane

originating i the precautions

a] force to pro-

which man-

hl
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it i sssions to their
or tr o their possessions to
kind naturally take for transmittng Y

descendants. N i,
93. The alicnation of land by sale or otherwise wasunr
e

ake
ed; but nothing but gift, or sale, or nor}-_payt{)ent ofs :::(tlﬁloéﬂa(}r ;i:‘st

it from the owner. If he absconded with ba anc.e:h e 1,311- .

him, it was transferred to an(.)thlcr. tp:;rj:x; e,S:);te z{ . :13 :ither b thom

turned at ever so distant a period, 1 as ed o ' oxtra
- reasonable compensation for the balance, 'fmd suc
le)i{:élt?s:s zltzqmight have bIccn incurred on aC(-:ount of‘ .ulllprof\'z:lnle;::;
No crime in the proprietor could extmgm:sh thf: right of tll o
to the succession. Where proprietors holding dn‘ectlzr.o .1cv1>)iCh
kar died without heirs, their estates reverted to .tlte bll‘kal, “, !
gave them away to a new sct of owners on receiving one,l‘ttvw: .

more years’ rent as a nuzzuranah, accord.mg to the condt ‘10 o

which the lands might have been at the time. It docs not appe: |

that the landholders were by their tenures bound to the pel:ﬁ)rmanct

of personal service or any other condition be.yond the simple on
of discharging the public rent, and even .tlns was not always .rl-
gorously exacted. Though the estates held‘lmmedlately of. oovern-

. ment were so'small that the rent of cach du} nf)t'exceed fifty PagO-.
das, yet the proprietors held under them an infinite 111|rx}ber of leSbC.l
proprictors, to rent either for a t.erm of years, or for ever, sucha p01.-'
tion of their lands, as was sufficient to discharge the wl‘lole of their
public rent, and to keep the rest in their own hands. 'I'hese tenants
for ever became a second class of proprictors whom notlmilg.c‘ould de-
prive of their right of possession, unless their own act.of aift or su.le.-
On failure of helrs, their lands reverted to the 01‘1g1nal superior
Jandlord ; but the reversion of the cstate of t-he superior landlord .to |
the Sirkar, did not draw with it that of the inferior so long as hcu’s) )

could be found. o
94. As all land was private property no man C(?Uld occupy 01e \
cultivate waste until he had first ol)tuined.a putta‘, elt!mr to Sf:czf ~
him in the possession, or, if turned out, to mdelmpfy.lum f(fr 111:0_
penses; because he was liable, if he neglected this prc.cautlo‘n\;hen .
turned out any time by the owner without compensation. et
proprietor alienated land for a certain vent for ever, h‘c cnthf‘l: o .
ed a price for it, or received none, or paid a sum of money =
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person to whom the land was transferred.  Which of these modes was
adopted, depended on the circumstances of the parties and the
nature of the land, butin each of the three cases the tenant was the
same, and 'the tenant was called tenant by purchase.

"25.  When the Sirkar disposed of lands which had reverted to
it:by failure of heirs it followed the practice of individuals. [t
sold them almost always for a nuzzuranah ; it sometimes gave them
gratis, but it never paid money, and seldom or ever advanced
Tuccavy to the new tenants or owners,

The reason why individuals rarely received, and why the Sir-
kar almost always received, a price for land is sufficiently obvious.
Individuals in transferring or alienating one part of their estates
always endeavoured to do it at the very highest rate that could be
got, i order to free the other, if possible, from taxation ; but as the
Sirkar sought no such advantage it gave the whole or any portion
of the estate for the whole or the fair quota of the standard rent.
As all alienations of land in perpetuity were said to be by sale, all
proprietors, therefore, while the Beddenore Government lasted, were
said to hold their lands either by purchase or by immemorial
prescription.

26. 'Thelands of Canara are still to be considered as held under
the same conditions, and governed by the same rules of transfer, as
they were under the ancient government. The increase of assess-
ment by Hyder and Tippoo Sultan has in some places annihilated
the old proprietors, and it has every where diminished the quantity,
but not altered the nature, of the property. What remains, is still as

much cherished, and the title to it as obstinately contested, as it
ever was perhaps at any former period. The landlords, who once
lived chiefly on their rent, have now hardly any rent at all; few of
them have sufficient to constitute of itsclf the fund of their SubS}S-
tence. Many of them procure a part, or the whole, of their subsis-
tence by the management of farms, or even by acting as labourers.
The destruction of part of the property by the heavy demands of

"the Sirkar seems rather to have increased than impaired the attach-

ment of the proprietor to the remainder. He never quits the estate

of his ancestors while he can live upon it as a farmer or a labourer.

But if, after paying the Sirkar rent and what is due to himself for
4 gum
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ifling sur ill almost as
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97. The only land _ ‘ O s
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yrivate property. . ‘ e
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L i 1 " proper 1e ke
oheers to individuals, the Sirkar having no other meMt}; in ) ‘t e
p ‘ 1 1 om its rent, did no more than transter thu
it W rived from its rent, ¢
D e i he landholder was that
ifference that it made to the la \
and the only differen d
s 1 ) Ane his rent to Government, paid it to the
he now, instcad of paying his T Enaumdar, so far from
D ar » fona ar,
Bramins of a Pagoda or an Enaumdar. 1e o
i itled Ly his grant to take upon hunselt the me
having become cntitled by his g ' o
mint of the land, had no right even to a residence upon 1it.
“ge o 1 siened him upon a
ioner whos as assigned h I
y ensioner whose pension was 3
was merely a pensio 0 bim wpon &
i 'd. This i ubt the reason why there 4
y ar landlord. This is no do ¥
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‘dars to be found in Canara,
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99. None of the Enaum sunnuds in Canara contain any gf o
\ in other parts of India;, all that they do, 18
of lands, as they do m other pa 5.

nt of
specify the names of the different landholders and tllle ?Tl? 2 rent
the public rent of cach, and to dircct that the whole o

But

: a2 cortain Pacoda or Enaumdar.
shall thenceforward be paid to a certain Pagoda ov

be kept up for ever by
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the land itself not being at the disposal of the Sirkar, all suntuuds are

of course silent with respect to it ; and could there be any doubt
to the meaning of this silence it w

custom of the country, by

asy
ould be removed by the universal

which no individual Enaumdar or com-
munity of Enaumdars, such as the Bramins of a Pagoda,

smallest control over the lands assi
Epaum. Government, therefore,

have the
gued for the payment of their

I reforming the revenue system
of the province, have no new rights to private property in land to

create.  They may augment the value of the property by diminish-
ing the assessment, but the right itself is already as strong as
purchase or prescription can make it, and isas well understood
as it is in Great Britain. The state of landed property in the small
district of Bilghi is in every respect the same as in Canara,

30.  Soonda has undergone a much greater reverse than even
Canara, but it has not been occasioned solely by the tyranny of the
Mysore Government. Its decline scems to have begun under the
Mahomedan princes of Byjapoor, and to have continued under its
own Rajahs, who were successively tributarics to the Byjapoor
sultans and the Mogul emperors, and who, besides the payents of
their Pescush, were compelled to satisfy the rapacity of the
Omrahs, under whose control they were placed, by heavy exactions
from their subjects.

3l.  Soonda has, like Canara, an ancient land rent. Sunnuds
mention a survey made in the 2nd century ; but whether what is
now called the old land rent is the same or a more modern assoss.
ment, is uncertain.  Gardens or plantations of cocoanut, betel and
pepper, are considered as private property, and follow the same rule
as m Canara, but all other land is supposed to belong to the Sirkar.
It is also understood that even in gardens the property of the soil
is vested in the Sirkar, and that only the trees belong to the owner.
As the Sirkar, however, has no right to the ground whilst the gar-
den remains, this is a distinction that never can be attended with
any inconvenience to him ; for when a garden is once planted it may
a successton of young trecs, so that he ma
aid to be the proprietor of the soil as well as of the produce.
As in Soonda Payen Ghaut one-third of the |

land rent arises from
Cocoanut and betel-nut gardens ; as all vice lands are occupied by

b(: S,



28

ile they p: ir rents
Sirkar tenants who are not removeable while they pay thgl I 1 .d,l
v al’ ' ‘ ‘. ] e, 1( ; ‘\ T ll »
ox t in the casc of another person offering a nuzzur Lllfl 1, t]v "
except in i,
ld(gn happens ; as in Soonda Balaghaut about three ths of
i : , J yer 3 and ¢
the land rent is drawn from gardens of betel-nut and p(lzpl tl, o
s onl w -atta frontier that the ryots
it i i 1l 1 the Mahratta fro ;
sty e Vludlgcs " ms to be nothing clse wanting but a
i ir Jands, there scems / .
ever quit their Jands, | o vanting buj »
SS1¢ rder to consii
' s present assessiment o of -
reduction of the pres o
s well as gardens. 1e1e 1
lands private property as w.dl. as "Lhe bwl e o
i £ them distinguished by the nam
L certall O i 1 1 tlbis nanner become private property.
ich he his me )
> ands which have m : oper
v aste lands for which a nuzzuranah was paid

LN | , .
They were originally w were made over to the

¢ lar in consideration of which they )

to the Sirkar, 1n consukm’uop e ey e et for ever
yurchaser for the simple shist or standard empt. for ever
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] 10 sunnud being . he ! ‘ ghi
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umprov at the same time, received a

to a stranger for a nuzzuranah, who, . o
ud which secured him against all future mcrease orrent. 1
39. Exclusive of those two descriptions of sunaud lands no
. | 1S ‘ “them cven
land in Soonda is salcable except gardens, and many of them ev (1 ,
. ) 117 > B . . ar ‘ are unsale-
in consequence of the rent with which they are loaded, ml
ahie : > same
able Pun'ymahl, or Soonda Payen Ghaut, 1s ne‘uly' n the 5 ,
st J e most desolate distriets of Ca-
Itis nearly

sunil

state with respect to Cultivatl.on ast R,
nara ; but Soonda Balaghaut is much worse ﬂ.mwn L]1 , (.Wmmt ey
a complete desert 5 it has not throughout its w 10% X N
vated spot of a mile square, except a few small (V)Vl;fll:l:i?:hick ! Lyf.orcst
tered ; all the rest of the country is overg: ()w;? i thm‘e ck o fores
that it can only be penetrated n th.e fcw, }) fu,:r] oxe o3 s
been made. Most of the heads of vlllages' 01.1{1 : (ry etained paries
leves in their service ; for Soon@ having long e '\‘ i
(:f)‘lif:::; touching upon the boundaries of sceveral dlﬂcu;}tt!)oi\z(ﬁ:;
affording the most complete cover to banditti,

and its juneles . >
and 1its jung ]L’;lll“OUl‘Sa and to be

probably been accustomed j((: plunder al! ‘1‘ts n(“t
plundered by them ever since th(‘)sc. cireums .
favour such disorder. These banditti, to the um (1 ot
four thousand, sceretly encouraged hy the prineipad

ances concurred to
r of three of
abitants
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w1796, expelled all the Sultan’s

: garrisons,  excepting. those
of Hullial and Sedashigur,

defeated several parties sent against
them, and though they were at Jast dispersed by a strong detach-

ment several of the ringleaders continued at the head of bands of 50
or 100 men to elude the scarch of their pur

redations on the country tiil the begining
ment. - As they were then offered inde
and lands to cultivate, many of them h
of them, however,

suers, and to commit dep-
of the Company’s govern-
mnity for all past offences
ave since come in.  Some
still hold out; robberies and murders, thoueh not
so frequent as Defore, are still often committed.  Many of the petty
Mahratta zemindaries give protection to robbers. No village is
safe without a guard, so that it will probably be necessary to keep
up the present establishment of peons for some years till these dis-
turbances have subsided.  The most cftectual remedy for them all
would, I imagine, be a moderate land rent, which by holding ont
casy and certain livelihood wonld bring
banditti, who were originally lubourers,

an
back a great part of these
to the Labits of industry.
33. Having thus explamed at some length the
present state of Canara and Soonda, it only rem
a few remarks respecting
and the extent of f

ancient and
ains for me to offer
what ought to be the rate of assessment,
arms under a fixed settlement ; butas the assessment
is of much greater importance than the division of the country [
shall confine mysclf entirely to it in the present letter. It may he
supposed that, without the aid of a previous survey, or of the ¢
rience to be derived from a long residence, 1 canpot form any
correct judgment upon the subject. This may be true with res-
pect to the assessment of farms or villages in detail, but there are
certain points from which sufficiently just conclusions may be drawn
with regard to what ought to be the total amount of the assessment,
There can be little doubt that both Hyder and Tippoo generally
raised rents as high as they could go, and frequently beyond what the
lands could bear. Their example, therefore, ought certainly not to be
our guide ; but the assessment of the current year upon the same
quantity of land is nearly as high as ever Hyder’s was at any time, and
are higher than Tippoo’s collections were, except during a few years
m the carly part of his reign, asappears from the Statement No, 9.
St when it is considered how much the country hassuffored, |

Xpe-

hoih
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within the last twenty years, 1am perfectly
portion of the resources
was in any year under
always be realized In

population and property, | :
convinced that the settlement 1s now, i pro
of the inhabitants, full as heavy as it ever
either Hyder or Tippoo Sultan. It mlg.ht lw ' v 1.
times of tranquillity; but, without a 1'ec1L1qt1011 of it, land WOL.I ¢ nelve
become gencrally saleable, and it ought, therefore, to be rejected as
th the hiberal principles of the Bengal system.

A that no native government
s subjects than the

inconsistent wi
34, It may very safely be assume '
is ever more indulgent in the assessment of it .
British ought to be. It is urge’rd:’ that t!le low asses'smcnt 0; tC ‘1e
Byjanuggur Governmentmxgl"{t» to be ascnb.cd to the dlstal.lce 0 }a-
nara from the seat of governrient cnabling its servants, ?v1tl.10ut the
fear of discovery, to give fulse statements of it. This objection caln-
not surely be brought z);ﬁgainst the Beddenore assessment, for't‘]l(i
capital was within twelyg miles of the nearest part of Cz}nam. l e
Beddenore assessmenf, however, seems to have been raised as high
as it possibly coulg}»’/be without dcstrf)ying private }?roper.ty m‘ 13.'111(1,
by rendering it whsaleable, and could it have been raised higher with-
out producing’” this consequence it would undoubtedly‘haye bgﬁn
done. If/fﬁay, thercfore, without the smallest danger f)f rchn.qm:s 1-
00 1 be admitted that the whole of the land in cultivation

ing too much :
8 ’ an it was under the

ought not to be assessed at a higher rate Eh‘ .
Beddenore Government at the time of Hyder’s invasion.
35. The reduction which it would be necessary to make for
this purpose would be equal to Star Pagodas .98,7’.80-—10—67, the‘
sum entered in columns 86 and 87 of No. 1, which 1s the excess ot
the present scttlement of the land rent ab‘ove Star Pagod'fls
3,39,283-12-8. The Beddenore assessment of the .same la}nds in
columns 83, 84 and 85 of No 1.—T his is th.e rec‘luctxon which, all
other things remaining equal, would be r.e(.]mrfzd m_ord.er to 1'c§tf)1‘c:
the country to the same flourishing condition in which it was betqrb
it became a province of Mysore. Butas Government hzw.c detcrn‘u‘ni
ed, on the introduction of the permanent system, to abolfsh all 19‘?(‘
customs and all duties whatever on grain, which will m a certatt:
degree have the same elect, though not so dircetly, asa 1‘cducthl“
¢he Jand rent would have, it will not be necessary to grant the
of whole of the proposed abatement.
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. 36.. Rice is the grand source of the customs, and the benefit
which fwll acerue to the country from the abolition of them wi]; b
near])f n the ratio of the duties now paid on that article, and th:
quantity of*it annually exported to the amount of the ]z’md rent
But the duties paid on exportation by the districts of Hon
and Ankola arc only three rupees, while in all the remainincrac‘;fel
tricts of Canara they amount to cleven ru rying

fricts pees on the corge, varying
m different places from 15; ho quantits

i 33 to 1638 pucca seers 5 and the quantity
also now exported from Honawer and Ankola 1s so small that the

f]uti,es only amount to S. Pagodas 1,200, while the duties on what
3 ?xported from the rest of Canara are equal to S. Pagodas 32 OOE)
It is, therefore, evide.nF that the immediate advantage which \v,oulci
result from the abolition of the duties on rice .would be to Ankola
and Il?nzl\x’el' only as S. Pagodas 1,200, the amount of the duties
n(lmi paid, to S. Pagodas 75,611-5-33, the amount of their land ront
while to the other districts it would as 8. Pagods is to
S. Pagodas 3,20,366-31-36. For thli)qerel“Sm:r'l I?Ii’;)l?ds'l?lgl’ooo e
, S reason, then, and because
Honawer and Ankola are in a much more desolate state than any
other part of Canara, I would recommend that their fixed assess-
ment should not be more than the Beddenore assessment
in columns 83, 84 and 85 of No. 1. That the fixed assessment of
Cundapoor, Bilsawer and Barcoor, as likewise of Soonda, Bala-
ghaut and Bilghi, on account of the advantages which they will
derive from the free sale of their pepper, should be made equal
to that of Beddenore and 25 per cent. of the assessments by Hyder,
and that the fixed assessment of all other districts should be equal
to the Beddenore assessment, and thirty per cent. of the extra assess-
ment by Hyder, becausce they escaped a great part of the additional
impost in 1618 as mentioned in paragraph 9. The loss of land rent
which this would occasion would be nearly as follows :—

Soonda, Balaghaut and Bilghi 8. Pagodas. 11,456-10- 2
Ankola and Honawer ....cvveve. ... 19,723-16-38
Cundapoor, Barcoor and Bilsawer ...... 18,406~ 1- 2
The rest of CAnara. covveveerverenen.n. 35,785-33-38

po—

——

Total. ... 78,371-25- 0
Or, say, in round numbers 80,000 Pagodas.
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37.  Whetherthe Board may think it expedient to adopt the
assessment here proposed, or any other, as the foundation of a per-
manent settlement, it is very clear that, whatever it may be, it must
be greatly below the existing one ; and as it is certainly desirable
that the inhabitants should, as carly as possible, partake of the bene-
fits of the system intended to be introduced, no time ought to be
lost in making some reduction of the land rent and abolishing a
considerable part of the customs. This might be done by remit-
ting in the settlement of the ensuing year one-half of the proposed
reduction of the land rent, by abolishing all duties on rice in
Ankola and Honawer, and all cxcept one Bahaudree Pagoda per
corge in exportation by sea in the other districts of Canara, and by
abolishing all dutics on rice and one-fourth of the duties on pepper
in the districts above the ghaut.

38. The immediate loss of revenue that would attend these
reductions would be nearly as follows :—

Justoms
Land Rent. on Rice. Pepper. Total.
Ankola and Honawer ........ 6,361 26 19 1,200 s 7,561-26-10
Cundapoor, Barcoor and Bilsawer 9,203 0 41 5,600 ' 14,803- 0-41
The rest of Canara.,..... .. 17,892 34 59 12,000 5 20,802-34-59
* Soonda, Balaghaut and Bilghi. 5,728 5 1 500 1,000 7,288 5- 1

e —_—— ——— —————

Star Pagodas..  39,185-30-40 19,300 1,000 59,485-30-40

The remission of this sum, large as it is, ought not to be regret-
ted, when it is considered that it is merely relinquishing a part of a
burdensome assessment, under which the country could never
make any great progress towards improvement, and thata greater
sacrifice must still be made hefore a settlement can be effected on
the principles of the Bengal system.

39. In a country like Canara, totally destitute of manufac-
tures, which pays three-fourths of its land rent in rice and near
one-half of it from the exportation of that commodity, it is obvious
that an export duty of 20 to 25 per cent. must not only greatly
discourage the improvement of the land now in cultivation, but
must operate as a prohibition to the occupancy of what is wastc-
It is, therefore, of the utmost importance that it should be abolished
wholly, or at lcast in part, as soon as possible, and that the remission
should be published to the inhabitants by the end of the current
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Yusly, because it will have a beneficial influence on the settlement
of next year by promoting the cultivation of waste land, and will be
advantageous  to the la_ndlord by increasing the demand of the
foreign market, and epabling him to get a better price for his grain.

I'am not yet prepared to give any opinion on the number of
chewki¢s that will be required for the collection of sea customs, but
I shall address your Board on this subject as soon as I can procure
the necessary information,

Iam,

Gentlemen,
. : Your obedient Servant,
(Sd.) Tuomas Munro,

Collector,

Cundapoor, 23th June 1800.

To W. Perrig, Esq., President, and

MEMBERS OF THE 130ARD oF REVENUE.

GeNTLEMEN,—1.  As itappears to be the intention of Goverii-
Custon:s. ment, on the introduction of a perma-

nent system, to abolish road customs and all duties of every descrip-
tion upon grain, I have drawn out the accompanying table to sl.ww
the probable loss of revenue which this measure will occasion,
whether it is carried completely into execution or only extended‘ to
particular articles. The table is formed from the accounts of the §;ur
Curnams down to the 30th April of the current year. Fromthat period
to the 11th July it is calculated by the produce of the former years,
because, had I waited for the amount to the end of the year, it
would have cafised a delay of several months. As the produce,
however, after the 30th April, owing to the sea being shut up, is
inconsiderable, there can be no material error in the estimate. The
articles under the head of Road Custom are all calculated upon  the

bIum
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average of former years, because no (‘urnams have been employed
to take an account of the land customs, except in Soonda,

Q. So great a portion of the customs is derived from rice
that T think it probable, after seeing the amount, you will lhesitate
about striking off the export duties, which are at present from 20 to
25 per cent, on the prime cost. Some reduction, however, must be
made; for, otherwise, the extensive tracts of land that have become
waste within these twenty years will never again be brought into
cultivation, and it is even to be apprehended that some of the lands
now cultivated will go to waste. T proposed in my letter of the
31st May that the customs on exportation should be reduced to
one Bahaudrie Pagoda per corge of about 1,600 pucka seers in the
ensuing Lusly. If this is thought too great an abatement to be
made at ouce, let the customs be fixed at 2 Bahaudric Pagodas,
which is nearly two-thirds of the present rate. Unless such a
remission is granted, the inhabitants will but little benefit from the
change of governments, for as much is now drawn from the country
under the head of Revenuc as both the revenue of Tippoo Sultan
and the embezzlements of his servants amounted to.  Notwithstand-
ing the usually received uotions of the impolicy of laying any tax
upon the exportation of grain, it may be doubted whether they will
exactly apply to Canara, and whether it will ever be proper
to abolish the cxport duty entirely. As Canara produces hardly
any thing else for exportation but rice, and as, in the produc-

tion of that article, it possesses natural advantages which will”

always ensure it against any rivalship on this side of India, a reduc-
tion of the export duty on rice will be attended with the same
general benefit to all the inhabitants of Canara as a reduction of the
export duties on all other commaodities would be to the inhabitants
of other countries. About one-third of the rice exported goes to
Arabia ; the rest to Malabar, Goa, and Bombay. .

3. 'The betel-nut and pepper of Canara are much inferior in
quality to the produce of Soonda. The pepper is chiefly the wild
sort; for the high duties, together with the soil, mot being very
f'avc?urab]e, discourage the culture of it in gardens. Were the export
duties upon it reduced to  per candy of 5601bs., it would in time
greatly encourage the culture of it, which at presentis entirely neg-
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lected. It is exported, as well as the betel-nut, to Bombay, Surat,
aud the Persian Gulf,

4. The produce of three next articlesin the table is very
trifling : the red pepper goes to Malabar, the turmeric to Muscat,
aml  the coir to Bombay. Under the term of Pulserck in the
following column are comprehended the various ingredients usually
sold by the vendors of drugs and perfumes.

5. Anchorage is a duty paid by all vessels that anchor in any
of the rivers usually called sea-ports in Canara; it runs from 1 to
30 rupees, according to the burthen of the vessel. The spirits
imported consist of arrack and gin from Goa.

6. By far the greatest portion of the cloth imported consists
of'a coarse kind of blue cloth from Surat, which is very generally
worn by the natives of this country 5 the rest is composed of sail
cloth from Kutch, and of taffctas, kinkobs, and sclampores from
Bengal and the coast.

7. The dry grain is mostly wheat from Surat ; the raw silk is
from Bengal. 'The dates are from Muscat, and are afterwards in
part carried above the ghauts.  The salt is from Goa, Bombay, and
Muscat. The tobacco from Malabar and Surat, for none is grown
in Canara, except in the district of Bekal.  In the column of sundries
is included a variety of articles noue of which are sufficiently
considerable to form a distinct head ; among them are hardware,
glass, and other Lurope goods.

8. Hawlut, which forms the next division of the table, applies
only to Soonda and Bilghi ; it is the term by which the high duties
on pepper, betel-nut, cardamums, sandal, aud bastard cinnamon, paid
at certain stations to which these commodities are brought previous
to leaving the district, are distinguished. The same duty is levied
upon all pepper, but that on betel-nut is at different rates accord-
ing to its quality, as in the following statement ;- -
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unless in time of war.  With respect to commuting them with
<ome other tax, [ see no way in which it could be effected without
causing much incouvenience,  An addition to the land reat of gar-
dens, is the most olvious, and, indeed, almost the only mode by
which the equivalent could be raised ; but this system would be much
less favorable to the cultivators than the present, beecause 1t would
burthen then with a most immoderate rent, which they would often
be obliged to pay in advance from anforeseen delays in the sale of
their produce, and for which they might sometimes receive no return
because, if the exportation was prevented for a few months by disttr-
bances in the neighbouring countries, the betel-nut would be lost, as
it cannot be preserved in Soonda during the rains.  This measure
would not only occasion presentdistress, but it would greatly discour-
age the making new plantations, because the planters would see that
their lands would undoubtedly be loaded with their proportions of
the customs, and that there was, Dhesides,no security against their being
again established whenever it was thought that the plantations would
bear a new Hawlat exclusive of the old one which had been incor-
porated with the land rent. As things now stand, the planter has
nothing to do with the Hawlut; it is paid by the merchant who
purchases his pepper and betel-nut, and should he by any accident not
find a purchaser the demand upon bim is for land rent alone,
without the additional heavy charge of the customs. I am, there-
fore, of opinion that it will be best to collect the Hawlut in the old
way. No incenvenience arises from the whole of the Hawlut
commoditics being brought to the seven different Hawlut chowkies,
because they must come there at any rate, as they arc situated on
the ouly roads that lead out of the country. The agents of
Mahratta merchants, who generally buy up the whole of the
pepper and  betel-nut in Soonda, reside at the Hawlut stations,
where their bullocks, which are all from the Mahratta terri-
tory, are usually asscmbled a short time Dbefore the articles
are ready for delivery. From thence they are sent to the villages
in different directions to be loaded ; on their return they arc un-
loaded at the Hawlut stations, which seem to have been chosen
as the best places for them to halt and refresh, but they are never
detained an hour by the customs, for there is nothing to be done

Y



38

but to count the number of gonies, or, where there is any sus-
picion, to open and measure half a dozen of them. The bullock
men are never stopped for money, as the residents’ agents settle the
account once or twice a month ; but they frequently of their own
accord halt several days, till such a number is assembled as ‘they
think may be a match for any partics of banditti they are likely to
meet with on the road. ‘

10. As far as I can judge from the imperfect knowledge
which I yet have on the subject it does not appear to me neces-
sary that there should be any reduction of the customs on betel-
nut or pepper, considered as objects of Indian revenue. More -
formation may, possibly, hereafter induce me to think otherwise, but
at present it seems to me that the owners of plantations arc com-
paratively more lightly assessed than any other class of the inhabit-
ants, and that the decay of their plantations 1s to be ascribed rather
to the long existing disorders of the country than to the pressure
f’f the customs.  Pepper is never cultivated above the ahauts for
its own 'saLe, but merely as an appendage to betel-nut, round whose
treeit .ch%nbs. The revenue drawn from it, as may be seen from the
table,.ls mconsiderable ; a reduction of the duty would, thereforc,
occasion very li.ttlc loss. T proposed in my letter of the 31st May
?sm\zitsl}l\lsdret((l)uil::lj:OUId ‘be‘one-fbu'rth of th‘e Hzl\\'ll‘lt, but if i.t

age the growth of pepper for the Europe mat-

ket it m1.ght be proper to make the reduction equal to onc-
half.  This would soon produce

. a favorable chanee on the state of
the plantations. vo

n
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e Plantation. ose where the pepper vines have perished i cou-
q of the monopoly and other oppressive impositions of the

former gove '
rnment ' i 1
o g‘ » would soon again be filled with them, and there
s ove y reason to conclude that the planters, encouraged hy the
ouble advantage of an abatement of the custo ‘

ms and an abolition
of the m ' ] L
‘ onopoly, would in a few years raise a greater quantity than
ever was done at any former period.
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Canara, carry their rice on their shoulders over a rugged country
to the nearest river, where it is put into boats and conveyed to the
coast. But the road custom is not all ; they must also pay the river
duty in putting their load into the boat. It is hardly possible to
contrive any other taxes -that could so eftectually obstruct the
pragress of cultivation ; both are extremely oppressive, particularly to
the poorer classes of husbandmen, and ought to be immediately
abolished. -

12. The sumin column is levied on cattle, sheep, fowls,
fish, milk, &c., &c., making in all sixteen different articles ; but as the
greatest part of it arises from a tax on cattle employed in agricul-
ture, with which Canara is worse supplied than any other country
in India, and of which there is, therefore, a great importation, every
year, both from Malabar and from above the ghauts, the duty ought
to be taken off.

13. Column contains the produce of the road customs on
all other commodities, exclusive of those which are entered in the
two last colummns., The Berginin columm isa tax common to
other parts of India; it is a certain annual sum levied from shop-
keepers and other inhabitants as an equivalent for the customs on the
various articles which they retail and, in some instances, on what
they consume, which in some districts includes a tax upon tobacco.

14. T have enclosed a list of the custom rates of Mangalore
(No. 2). It would no doubt be of advantage to the trade of the
country to simplify them and place them under some such regula-
tions as the sea customs at Madras; but any iustructions on this
head which do not reach me by the beginning of August,had better
be reserved till Fusly 1211, because the disturbances within the
province may hinder me from making the necessary arrangements.

The loss of a little time is, however, of no great consequence, for it
must be long before the regulating the customs, either in one way
or another, on a number of articles, scarcely any one of which yields
a hundred Pagodas, can make any material difference to the coun-
try. Rice, cattle, betel-nut, and pepper are the only commodities
that command much consideration, and it is only the rice, cattle, and
pepper that require withouit delay a reduction of the existing duties. -
The decrease of revenue which it will occasion will be as follows :—

y
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By reducing the export duty on rice to
one B. Pagodas per corge .+ .vvovne 19,000 0 0
River customs O THCC « e e v neeeaene. o L0400 0
Road customs on rice and o.thcr gralin.. 7,4 94 0 O

Total Rice .. 28,143 0 0
Cattle...... 1,692 0 0
Pepper ... 1,060 0 0

fotal. ... - 30,835 0O ©

. . ~
) Ilf\.tlns is thgmght too great a remission it may be diminished
y makin eXPOr ’ ; i '
y 1 ing the export duty two Pagodas instead of one. The loss
or(\ the export customs on rice would then be 9,500, instead of
t),f()()() Pagodas, and the total loss, the other articles remaining as
elore a1 LT 9 : - thi
101 pt,' would be 8. Pagodas 21,335, T consider the whole of this
reduc 2XCE pper 1 )
o ion, c;xcept that on pepper, to be immediately necessarys
canse R C
ause, unless it is granted, cultivation is more likely to go back-
ward than forward. "
} .a There are twenty-two stations along the coast where gOodS
h . . v J v .
:;e s }11)1)0(1 andlloaded. Seventeen of them are called ports, beeause
e rivers are deep enoug recelve 5 5
o Ty ae Ctl o { :)15 to receive pattamars and other vcsscl.s',
e o e i lef roads, because there is either no river or 1813
a 0 admit of : i T
distances of thes it of any thing but boats. The names and
stances 1wese different stations from one y inning
ol one ancther, begmnitis
103 southernly, are as follows 3 —

Bekul, ..o oot Ports, Roads. Distance in miles:
Koomlah ............ 1 1
Mungeser .. ......... . 1 N " .
Mangalore........... 1 N )
Mulki .....oians. 1 N >
Porbiddery F
Kaup............ oL \ y

. Oodiawer .....vooer | ]
Eyaadi ..oovivnn.. .y B ,

. 7
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.

Ports. Roads. Distance in-miles.
Cundapoor cee s 1 - 15
Nugunkutta ..oooo .o 1 14
Beydodr . .....- RN 1 3
Shiroor « e vv v - os 1 5
Kaykinl ..o . 1 . 4
Honawer . .....-+ 1 . 18
Koomptah........ 1 . 10
Toodry .o - - e 1 7
Gungawulli ...... 1 5
Bellumberron ... 1 5
Kenl .oovoeroon-e i - 3
Awursah .....0 0 1 5
Sedashigur ... .- ] . 12
Total.... 17 4! _189~
Iam,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) Tuoyuas Munro,

Collector.

*

To WiLniam Perrir, 1sq., President, and
Mpanins orF 1 Boarp oF REVENUE.

Grxrieary,—In making my estimate of necessary reduc-
“ tions of the revenue of Canara In my
letter of 31st May, I was guided by
the principle, which I follow in all other estimates, of making
it so ample as*to provide for every possible contingency. By
obtaining the sanction of Government I was secured against
every chance of a failure of revenue, and I was, at the same

time, at liberty to stop as much short of the reduction as

Oa reductions of rents.

6 I3oM™M

)
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might seem to be advisable on further investigation. The
letter, too, of the Board’s, dated the 26th March 1800, which |
had just received, led me to suppose that [ might be suddenly called
upon to make a permancnt settlement, and induced me to propose
a greater reduction than I should otherwise have done, from an
apprehension that a failure in some quarter or another might be
the consequence of a higher ussessment. It never was my idea,
however, that my scttlement should have been so permanent as to
be exempted from all future change, but only that it should have
been so far fixed as not to be liable to partial and {requent alter-
-ations, and that the right should have been reserved for Government
to avail itself of the increasing resources of the country, by adding
to the Jumma a certain portion of the abatement at some after
period, when it might appear that it could be effected without
detriment to the country.
. )
amougr;t zfli(()lv;111(1)111:;111&()11:::)2 dtTSlrc‘d thaF the question, both of the
) . § e 1cductlon, may be more matm‘cly
.welgbed, and the information I have had an oppoertunity of obtaln-
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Yhat { then stated \'\'ill be sufficient to answer CVery purposc, but
s U My i e o
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with the exception of Soonda, the poor and half:cultivated and
the flourishing parts of the country are so intermixed, that to
separate them and place them under two different modes of
managemeut would create so much confusion that it would perhaps
be best to suspend the settlement till that of the whole could be
unc}ertakeu at once.

3. Many circumstances have occurred within these few months
to induce me to judge more favourably than I formerly did of the
condition of the inhabitants of Canara, but none has so much
attracted my attention as their numberless disputes about landed
property. In the Baramahl a dispute about land scarcely came
before me once in six months; in this country every other cause
of litigation and complaint seems to be lost in that of land ; it alone
produces 19 out of 20 of all the complaints I hear. The accumu-
lated suits of half a century appear to have broken loose at once,
and every moment I can spare from my ordinary business has been
given to the hearing of them without having sensibly reduced their
number. They formed a principal branch of the emoluments of
the Sirkar servants, not only under the Mysore but under the Bed-
denore Government, for it was the practice of almost every Amildar
to receive money to set aside the decision of his predecessors, which
accounts for such a multitude still remaining unsettled. Both those
claims of long standing and new ones which arise every day evince
that Jand, notwithstanding all the subsequent additions to the Shist,
is still considered as a very valuable property. Claims come chiefly,
as may be supgosed, from the most flourishing districts, and the
proportions that come from different districts may be reckoned a
tolerable good criterion for estimating their comparative stock of
wealth or poverty. We may be sure that, whenever lands are so
much the object of' contention, there is no danger of their being
unable to discharge their rents, for men would hardly lose their
time and spend their money for the sake of acquiring that which
was not worth the holding, or which might involve them in loss.
Were all estates in Canara worth disputing about, 1 should not
think that any absolute necessity existed for reducing any part of
the assessment. Thereis no part of Canara where the ryots of
themselves throw up their old lands and occupy new, but there are
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}?1 ts where;1 thcugh a man will not quit his land, yet, when he has beer
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5. [ have endeavoured by every means in my power to ascer-
tain from such circumstances as have come within my observation
what are the relative proportions of the produce, after deducting all
expenscs of cultivation, that go to the Sirkar and to thelandlord.
The evidence of the tenants, were it not most commonly false, would
at once determine the point, because all rents of tenants to landlords
in Canara are paid either in moncey or a certain fixed quantity of
grain, and never by a share of the crop or what 1s called Warrum.
I taking the reports of the landlords themselves, the lowest that
any of them have reckoned their average chare of the net produce
to a district or mogani is 15 per cent., and the highest 40.  Though
I imagine that even the highest of the extremes is too low, yet the
admission of either of them on their part is more than could have
been expected, for it proves incontestibly the existence of a land
rent. The reply of the farmers in the Baramahl to similar queries
was always that there was no rent, and seldom any proﬁ‘(, or any
thing beyond the mere wages of their labour. In both cases they
represent their situation worse than it really is. According to their
own statements, however, there is a wide difference between the
situation of farmers in the Baramahl and that of the landholders in
Canara.

6. Among the numerous causes of land which have come
before me, the landholders’ rents was much oftener above than be-
low 50 per cent. of the net produce ; in many instances it was 60, 70,
and 80 per cent. The most productive lauds, it may be said, are
the most liable fo become the subject of litigation, and cannot,
therefore, be taken as a standard for the average of the whole ; it
does not appear to me, however, that they ought to be regarded asa
celection or that they might not form a fair average, for they com-
prehend every description of land, those of poorest as well as of the
most ‘substantial landholders. A cause in which most of the native
Cliristians were concerned has furnished me with a great number of
examples, the result of which was still more in favour of the land-
lords. In 1784, when they were carried into captivity by "Tippoo,
their lands were confiscated, and either given away or sold to more
of other castes for a price far below their value. - They have now
claimed their restoration, and, in order to determine what their pre-
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sent holder§ may be entitled to, a statement (No.1) has been drawn up
by the parties themsel.ves, a.nd as both have agreed to abide by it there
can be no doubt of its being pretty correct.  ‘The only difference
is about the price of the rice, the one party reckoning the average
three morasto the pagoda, and the other four. '1‘110~lTindoos ass:rt
that the Christians are the most industrious of all castes, and that,
th.erefo'r‘e, they have more rent than any other 5 the Cln‘i;tians deny
th::d 1 1}1 hey. s:tirllthcy lhzwe got the name of industrious from selling
regetables in Mangalore and engaging in vari i
that the Hindoo lmi,lllg)rl(;s,df}:'gl;nc%)j?f;:i]? tY ‘1\1 10}1? OCC“P_"‘UOI‘S’ blUt‘
cultivation of their lands, renders them fz'illl K.H?SC Vei c“'md'y‘ t(; “:
are, that the Hiedoos thoueh they b ))’ h productive 3° Ml‘
more good, and that the -w::ulc I-ZDnthd\.m more bad land h_ave ﬂl?O
averag of Hindoo landlords is not 18

‘Il’l;{ cz:‘s (g tlhc five contained in the statement so low as 80
per cc ﬁ;)f:\ ;tzrnetc{n:'();l}‘lcc. | It was my intention to have pro-
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offences, and of presents for an cndless succession of Asophs and
Amildars, from the arbitrary and uncertain amount of different
kists, from their frequent anticipation by which petty landlords were
often compelled to sell or mortgage their estates for the payment of
rovenue before it was due, from such anticipations being often
directed beyond the general rate against particular landlords in
order to compel themto sell their estates to persons who had bribed
the Amildar for this purpose, and, above all, by the gmtuitous ser-
vices required by the Sirkar every year. The numerous forts 1
Canara have cach a strong shed running the whole length of
the rampart, in order to cover the troops from the weather.
The sheds and all other public buildings, besides the houses
of all other public servants, having been annually repaired
before the setting in of the monsoon, demanded a vast number of
labourers, as did likewize the felling of trees among the hills, and
transporting them to the beach for the use of the Marine Establish-
ment.  All these services were pcr{brmcd by country labourers, and
as the more substantial landholders had usually sufficient influence
to get their own exempted, the weight fell upon the lower class, who
were often deprived of the assistance of their servants at the
time they stood in the greatest qeed of them for the cultivation
of their lands.

3. As the incomes of the landlord were affected by these and
other temporary causes, the removal of them will enable them to
raise it gradually to its former standard ; it 1s not, therefore, so neces-
sary that the reduction of the assessment shonld be regulated by
the present state of income, as by the consideration of what 1t
is likely to be in a few years when the country shall have recovered
from the cffects of these disorders. Whether the conclusions [
have formed respecting the proportions of income are just or not,
there is one thing certain that, whatever they may be, they do not
in any way impede the realization of the revenue, for it has been
paid with a readiness of which I have seen no example. Where
halances have «appeared in my accounts to stand against particular
districts it was not owing to any failure on the part of the inha-
bitants, but to the late disturbances having hindered the revenue
sarvants from carrying on the collections, or remitting what had
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been collected to the Treasury. The regularity of payment is the
more remarkable when it is considered that I have auticipated,
at least three months, what the period of the kists have been
during the last forty years, for the inhabitants opposen 50 stro'ng])"'
every increase of the land rent that no part of the additions cltI}C‘
of Rani or of Hyder and Tippoo was ever paid by the ryots “ﬁlth
the old rent within the year, but the whole was collected se'l’“mtc]y
in the first three months of the ensuing Fusly. They now make no
difficulty in paying both the old reut and the additions before the
end of June, not because they are more able than formerly, but
because they believe that their readiness in discharging their rents
will not, under the Company’s government, be regarded as a proof
of wealth or as an argument for laying new impositions upon them:
I am positive not only that the alteration of their kists has I“'Od”CC.d
no distress, but that their circumstances are improving. | know it
from having few complaints concerning yent, and more divectly
from their own acknowledgment, which ryots very scldom m:lk?'
Isecitin their cultivating waste lands, and in their taking as pri-
vite property lands which have long been cultivated on account ©
the Sirkar. These are lands which, from having no owners, had
been neglected, and which, as the produce had, ()f'éO\ll'SC, decreaseds
had usally been given at a reduced rent to different people for one
or more years. The temporary holder could not obtain the pro-
pr‘iejcary right without paying a sum of money, which he was un-
willing to do, and he could not venture to improve lest he should
be dispossessed in favour of g stranger.  As Lie could gain lirtle, sO
on the other hand he could not lose much, because remissions were
, granted on account of bad crops, which was never allowed in €ases
where land was private property,
the proprietor of Sirkar lang he
Poth in the forbearance of Government ang in hLis own medns OF
Improvement, hecause by the custom of the country whateve!
xgi‘l)r(\ci]a?)olz)indlil:trlit‘: fionl: t]‘lis moment no claim to remission. 1N the
s sirkar |
3,071-15-8 haye this
annlla}l rent of 3,399
NOW 1n cultivation

Lome

When a man agrees to becon
N s dence
shows at the same time a confidenc,

year been given away in proprietary right at 3"
-32-62, and [ |

oo lands
avenodoubt that all Sirkar Lu]l‘
; e S-
May m the course of two or three years be dI

‘ : . v of
ands which paid a rent last year ¢
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¢ ion and the
ed of in the same manuner. The iaullt:y ot Lollectxoxh ‘c'm
it fidence of the landholders convince me that the s(;a 1 e-
rowing confiden he g o o and that
?nent cz)jf 1209 might always be collected Wxtho%tfa bdlafl‘;‘l le;,re -~
1 as8ar secure 1t Irom .
atever is necessary to !
abatement what ry ‘ ‘ . rovenue
flfo im not merely at the obtaming a certain blllmfdb rove thé
ea ‘i i e rai
i) ‘:e Iso at givinn‘ a new spirit to agriculture, me} o S;H o
also ) . 1 o1 S
. ‘Zy to a pitch of prosperity beyond whi)t 11t 125 e;c Vo1
countty ™ ¢ ' » lowered.
; rese asscsshient must be
former times, the 1estr’ ;'“Cf ears the country would so far
i i course ol a few years ag
certain that in the cou : Y ernment s
recover from the shocks it sustained under the late1 gov RN
' ~ 12 e) ( H
that half the net producce or landlord’s rent \:oul.d e leelcause o
' . reduction, b
ic re I would propose no rec .
the public revenue, ‘ v know to
bsefvinw the condition of those landlords whom I pos1t1venszersaltions
(1)) in POS:;ession of half the net produce, and from many co ond not
el $! O ) ate to ever
with them, I am catisfied that it 1s fully at.lequ ite to \ ﬂZ’nd hat &
1v of present realization but of future improvement, & e ol
on £ . v essme
cou>17'1tr }modemtely improved, the basis of whose as‘scf%o e
d K ) . 4
be one)-half' of the net produce, would, .lf pl(l)tl(ici'c“e aid with one-
lemands, soon pay with one-third what it hac T ot I:'Ves i my
ae By 0 a . . i ) , i
half. ‘ let as both the most intelligible among the na.ence "
’ xperi
own cutcherry servants, who have hadll(;?%] exp ) incox;le L am
: ne )

r than half the :
the present assessmcht 10 be highe tional reductions as those which
i ropor ¢

induced to state the following propo

will bring it to that rate :-—

on ner . Reduetion in
Red Li‘xftg(;ll uI::)ln C&c‘c’nt St,fn' \1‘1(;32“55‘133'
. 14
Mangalore g ..veverrmeeeres 12 1,956
:I‘giti:-elll -...-...-.......:::::: 15 },Sig
ekul oneiiiiiinenes 20 :
Kurrup coeeevcoveneevenes 14 1,237
PoOtOOr v vvvvuenvrsnoneenes 16 9177
Bruntwal 99 1,72?)
11114 A R U 99 s
Bilsawer ...ve vuvevrsarasans ; 3.259
Barcoor <.eeeecacaons 38 3.743
CundapOOrf...‘.:.........:: 28 3,968
Holx:aiivet 55 2348
Ankola . ceveearrorrer
30,190
7 JuM



Soopah-...................... 40 1,794
Soonda. ..., 25 1,400
Bunnawassi ... ............... 23 1,410
Bilghi ........... e 40 L1370

5,974

Grand Total ... 36,164

Though this reduction brings the proposed settlement about 77
per cent. lower than 1209, 30 % lower than Tippoo Sultan’s assess-
ment 1 column 71, and 25 2, per cent. lower than his collections
; , . . B . .
n Canara in 1783-89, yet it is to be considered that his settlement
was only a nominal one, ot which a very
could be realized, that the gre
was S. Pagodas 173,

great proportion ncver
atest revenue ever raised in Canara
: 550-3-12 in 1788-89, that of this sum S, Pagodas
2-5‘,93?-6-72.‘11'050 from the sale of grain to forcign merchants, the dis-
tr.lb%ltloll of it to the troops at an advanced priée, and other sources
dlst}nct ﬁ.‘om revenuc as detailed in No. 2, and that his uct.nal coi.—
lection of land rent was, therefore, only 16 per cent. above the set-
tlement proposed for C "

his .‘:m;\m‘, no country that ever has been under
h? government can thrive without an abatement at 1
this

for Canara redirec : east equal to
8, Ior Lanara requires it less than any of them.,

9. In estimating the rates of reduction T 1
many other points wes entitled to as much
or Shist, because [ Su
other assessine:
been incre

ave thought that

attention as the Rekah

vose the Rekaly itself to have been, like all

is, ex: ‘eme e 1s 1

. » eXremely unequal, and that this urregul

ase art - Vet b o ' « o . .

peen ed i p utlcul..u districts by the flsification of accounts

orming a standard to which it may oy sibly 3 i

be raised again, and s b Y Possibly at some future 1’9”0(l

als ar wdas hewe revarde 1 i

o ;-bf 1 and g regarded by the inhabitants as the
y proper toundation of assessment,

that have been brought by time, it ¢

lowed as a guide ;

arity has

b >
But after the many changes
et an no longer be implicitly fol-
of the nhabitnts N %"’ safer to be dirceted by the pregent condition
hash {]‘d lldnltb and of the revenue, with retrospect to what it
S been for the last twenty vears v ide ’

o . ears, T .
By observing 1 y years. No guide is so'sure us collection.
serving how the landholders fo 1 lor 5 e
are made which n " >leclunder it many discoveries
. . ever \VOU. [& h}lV » ) ] - @
and which, thouah thev cal \ ¢ b.ﬁ,en suggested by accounts.
= ¢y cannot he easily explained by figures, the
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mainager on the spot perceives ].mve wa,stod. the.resoﬁ}'ces.of a,\g;*‘l'-
culture, and must have a principal place in his calculation of'a

ermanent revenue. .
e ”‘11(‘)‘.‘ ' I have likewise considered the advantage wluc'h‘ must r;-t
sult to-purtim]ai‘ districts from 1'(>\vcr113g the o':ustoms. 'J he lv).(laixeb
1o the landlords from the reduction of the inland duties “;. te
almost as certain and immediate as if it were made (')n the land rent,
because it is the custom to regulate the inland prices by those on
the coast. The only difference between thenT consists tl}e a;nounﬂt
of the duties, the expense of transportation, and a‘ﬁxe( 11):3};
centage to inland dealers. 'The expense of tmnsportanontal;(f t,he
percentage will remain as before, but the \_vh()le.amoun '
duties will Dbe immediately added to the prlce-pzud to t.he ownen-.
These duties are from 1 to 15 per cent. on ’r.,he prime cos?m prop'o;-
tion to the distance from the sea. Their abohtl.on will 01.)61;1?
in the very way that could be wished, by aﬂ'f)rd’mg the gleatei1
relief to the districts nearesi he ghauts where 1t 1s most wan e".
I have taken column 88, wi ch contains tl‘le who-le o.f the ext‘m
ascessments on the Shist, as the measure for. estimating therl}le-
duction after making allowances for other cu‘.cumsifances.‘ lle
condition of the lJandlords in Mangalore and Vlttye.l is neaxclgmtuii
same, but I have made a smaller allo?vance for \/'lttteio(,),:sumtion
of the superior advantage to bT‘ )c‘l‘izl\;i(leolOlg 1]S3@kul o]
‘ent in kind for money as she - 3 .

(l)l'foi‘;ntfl;lai:l any other district by the ravages of tlle.CooxiLl)gstillle t:hoef
Jate war, but as alarge allowance was made for tl.ns at the e
settlement, the further reduction now In‘(?p()s‘ed \?‘lll be f'm;l?t‘l su1 1;
cient. Kurrup is the most desolate dist.rlct in Luna‘ral, “;j 11; :u 1:-
been occasioned almost entircly by the 1rr.upt1ons of tll()i t;)e . fmi
but as this evil 1s now removed, as it has gained greatly y (;istricts
mutation of rent, and as it will gain more f:han any othell e
by the abolition of the inland customs on graii, I haI\\/Te ntmt( Oe a;{ eru
reduction than I otherwise would have done.‘ . eXf © e il
Pootoor and Buntwal gain most.by .the abf)httlon 0 he i
customs on gra'm. They have 11kew1sg ‘game.a ‘.con51 ) a tytha{
the commutation, and are both very th'rwmg dlstucts% 3. ce?l e
vart of Buntwal which lies in the neighbourhood ot Jumalabad.
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Karcull has suffered by lying in the tract of armies invading Canara,
1 {5 oy SO H 2 :
and Mulki from over-assessment inan equal degree. An abatement
was made for the over-assessment at the time of settlement, and
. [ ’
the present reduction is calculated upon the advantage which
. . 2] . O
Mul%q has obtained from the commutation, and wkich Karcull will
%l?tam by the abolition of the inland duties upon grain. Barcoor,
ilsawer, and Cundapoor have lost by the commutation for which
allowance was made in the settlement.
They are all in : fishing it i 3
i y are @ 1 m flourishing condition, particularly Bilsawer,
uch, however, from its nearness every where to the sea will derive
l;*ss advantage than the other two, which extend to the ghauts. from
. . b ' )
the inland duties. Honawer and Ankola have long been declining
They contain more waste land and fewer letors ¢ o
o ] proprietors than any of
L other districts, and, therefore, require a orcater remission
ove the ghauts I ha , ; ' et J
o e g ve made the greatest reduction on Soopah
cause 1t has suffered more than any of the other districts. Bun
nawassee 1s 1n the best condition. That of § Bilehi i
G Soonda and Bilght 1s

ne . oo .

cannot, like those below t;h: i;r::tzuclt?.m Though these districts

ing tlie export duties on (rraiub }:et ti éu,l,v c oy beneﬁ.t .from 19\ver-

free intercourse has already 1n, ¢ very great addition which @
; ady made to the prices of betel-nut and

Pepper will be a full equivalent; but as the frontler villages which

produce none of thes iti ]
ese commodities : :
a proportionally greater o5 will reap mone of the advantages,
aportion greater abatement must be granted to them it
pportioning the reduction 8 o e
11. These, as p
. » a8 far as 1 can i
would be expedient to o can Juc.lge, are the reductions which 1t
More exac A grant previous to g pPermanent scttlement
perience and a closer investioat] l ’
but none 1 imagine of any n-rowtl “: o sation ey discover mistakes
L S at cot "
mission can be required : . sequence ; if any additional re-
Benal A Mo anywhere it wil] probably be in Mulki and
- As Mulki has all the advantages of viein: )
water carriage which Man“‘alore po oA VlClnlty to the seca and
e . g ssesses, the larg i 1
fls(:\ﬁpled lands in No. 2 (Column 16) t;St'ﬁ arge amount of 1ts
of es aving been over.-assessed | s
muc}lsame complaint has alws
reason, by Bekul, that P

4 at the complaint
)?’ Hyder is not without foundation.
,‘);s ?fﬂen IPade, though not with so
art of it which formerly composed the
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Rajahship of Coomlah. The irruptions of the Coorugs, but. especi-
ally in the late war, have been the true cause of the decline of its
agriculture, which will recover gradually. ‘The reductions, however,
already granted on this account and that now proposed are so
ample that no more ought to be allowed, unless for alimited period
with the view of facilitating this recovery.

12, A part of the rent of waste lands upon occupied estate,
in No. 2 (column 15), ought in the course of a few years to beadded
to the assessment. They consist both of Sirkar and private lands.
In the case of Sirkar lands, where the cultivator of part of the estate
Joes not choose to become proprietor, they cannot be with justice
assessed until they are cultivated, and even then, as they have in
general been deserted on account of over-assessment, very little
more than the Shist will be obtained from them. In the case of
private estates so much indulgence is not necessary. Ihave directed
the Shist to be levied from a portion of them this year, and in the
two ensuing years the whole of them ought to be raised to the Bed-
denore assessment. The rents derivable from those two kinds of
waste, together with a small addition from columm 14, where the
loss by inundation may have been overcharged, will probably form
a total of 12 or 13,000 pagodas, which being added to the Jumma
will make the present assessment only about 25,000 pagodas below

the settlement of 1209.
13. The only reductions I have made for the present year are

by lowering the land rent 21 per cent., and the export of customs on
rice to 2 bahaudry pagodas per corge, and abolishing the inland du-
ties on grain and cattle, sheep, &c., and these are all that are required
to serve the end of affording some immediate relief. The remaining
reductions of customs may be deferred till the Madras Custm.n
Regulations are introduced, and of land till the permanent system 1s
established. Had no alteration been made in the customs, they
would probably have been about 10,000 pagodas higher than last
year, exclusive of 6 or 7,000 of an increase which will accrue from
the Government of Mysore relinquishing their claim of Haulet on
the produce of Bilghi. There will be an increase of about 3,000
pagodas to the land rent from the cultivation of waste, which will
diminish in part the reduction of 24 per cent, My chief reason
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for remitting the 21 per i
e .ttn.lb the 2§ per cent. was to convince the Tandlords that
ih s limted, « ' e
« ]‘m( 1s limited, aud thereby to encourage them to exert their
v ¢ ana 1 1 . M . 3 [ V A ‘ :
: >efmmns mamproving their estates to the utmost without any
car of 3 /o [ ‘ | ‘
d:lti L new 'asse{ssment. Any further reduction of the export
u es upen rice is perhaps unnecessary. It is the onl clrumei
through which a compensation can be recéi [ s o
- pensation can be reccived for the loss of the
* ent, :\nﬂd through which revenue may rise i some degree as
e country flourishes, for i 1 » ose thi
shes, for there is no solid er )
. k round to suppose that
constmmts e for b 8 suppose that
1 ption of:luxungs, or even of convenicences, will ever yield
much revenue in India. &
14. B s reducti
T 1:)th ghc reduction of customs and of land rent will
y benefit the landlord, | ' i di l
. , but they will act in differ
2 e ‘ aiferent ways;
ol i '(,.f ldn(} rent will operate both more directly and more
d o * i ’
. }; 1 gving vigour to agriculture, and of relieving the poorer
[§) H S, U k; ] . | ’
andlords, than any reduction of customs can do because
b «! 3 DA

they receiv :
et e S .
sa\g e herule.ﬁt of “it immediately without waitine for the
e “Tnf . In '.thS case, too, the benefit ig extende:{) exactly
Sdame PI'OI}Ol-tlon to the r- R p Xac

. ich and the .
tion . : : poor. But the reduc-
pon of the customs is more in favour of the rich

ecause the rich proprietor can alwa

produce on the same extent of |

. wan of the poor,
| Ys raise a greater quantity of
15, b et o t.]md ‘.chan tl}e pooret can do.

materially lower the prig; of" riceli)elceaill:t'lc(lm e
greater than the produce, and as,lon " ihis
not seem to be any
merchants,
they

. demand appears to be
- g as this is the case there does
who are the gleislm?y 1f01- the price falling, The Arab
) . : ‘ncipal exporters
ey cfan get in their own country ! and \;ili
s forme \ L
formerly ;flet\;]cel the)lr( can afford to pay here the same price as
exert themselves Zoslizepti(i 1°‘Ve"1ilt’ the dealers will on their side
up. They ar .
sell as the expor . yare notin so great hurry to
nowhere else ?h;;e;t?ci;e t10 buy. The exporters Ca{:l get a czrg;o
. 4 a leavy exnens . . "'
g o\gi?sel'ls 1s delayed, and it is therefore }r,norg 111123 ﬂ:} :tlill?ez:
forced to 10%\3:31‘t§ palyf the old price than that the deu{ers ‘will b}(
Suppose equal to .onef’ however, there should be a small reduction,
Aourth of the remission of the customg then
, , t

the same quant;
q ity of surplus thatnow exists will be equal to its pre-

will consider the’price
le it keeps up there
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sent value, together with three-fourths of the amouht of the remis-
sion. This addition to the surplus will probably for the first year
go principally to the dealers, but they will get less of it every succeed-
ing year, aud it will at last go entirely to the landlord’s rents,

"16. In the statement which accompanied my letter of the
3lst May a mistake seems to have been made by the transcriber.
The true amount of the Shist in columnu is Pagodas 10,006-2-66
and not 1,006, which makes a proportional decrcase of the sum
entered in column A of the Board’s Comparative Statement; from
that sum ought also to be deducted the amount of column 88
(S. Pagodas 16,580) in my statement, which I never meant should be
remitted, because it is composed.not of extra assessments but of new
heads of revenue, especially Shanbogues Russoom, which, though
not included in the revenue, were always paid by the landlords,
who are subjected to no real additional assessment, by now giving
as rent what they formerly gave as Russoom. I omitted at the
time to explain to what heads the Enaums were carried whei
resumed, as they formed a part of the ancient original land rent;
they were added to it again when resumed by Hyder. They appear
in column 30 as a new head of revenue, and with the Shist of the
cultivation from waste lands in column 29 are added to the Bedde-
nore Shist, S. Pagodas 2,46,623-14-12 in column 8, and compose
his Shist 8. Pagodas 3,27,1569-7-62, ‘0 column 44 after deducting
that part of S. Pagodas 3,2%2-3-48, which was Shist. The other
part goes to diminish the extra assessment. In the same manner
the Enaums resumed by Tippoo are first exhibited as a new head of
revenue in column 56, and afterwards entered under their proper
head of revenue in column 72, making his total Shist S. Pagodas
359,752-32-35. They are also, as far as they are cultivated, In-
cluded in the Shist of the settlement of 1209, amounting to S.
Pagodas 284,604-28-45 column 83. The cultivation of the
country is now greatly short of what it was under the Beddenore
Government, yet it appears to be greater because the Shistis increased
by the addition of all the resumed Enaums which arein cultiva-
tion. No increase of revenue, therefore, remains to be drawn from
Enaums unless by recovering them from waste.

17. After having given my sentiments as o the amount of
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assessmern 1¢ > .

e .t which ought to form the basis of the permanent sct
ent, itn \ i : S "
S i; Ol\zoll)ﬂy remaius to offer a few observations on the mode
/ wou st elion : ) - ‘
D on & le llnost eligible to follow in dividing the country
e ﬁ,m as both to promote improvement and cLsure the col
> revenue ountri : .. .
tokno e e:zllue. In countries where privaté property in landis
the gonera p;v :et 1efwho]e is the property of Government, and where
T > 1y N M . -
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Ol C I)a()‘() 1S as T o ‘

: godas as public rent, ¢ 1y ;
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H ntiquity e 5 y
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mon to supply by adoption the want of children, evel'y great estate
must in a short time be divided into a number of small ones. A
widely extended division of property is the point to which things
are of themselves hastening, and to which they must finally arrive,
unless obstructed by violent regulations. Superior industry, several
successions concentrating’in one person, or other causcs, may keep
up a few large estates, but such istances will be rare, and will bear
no comparison to those of the small ones which will be continu-
ally formed by the operation of unrestrainied transter, and of division
among all the sons of every succeeding generation. Small estates
may, therefore, be considered as the arrangement of nature, To
think of dividing Canara into great estates would only be attempting
to carry it backwards a century or two, and forcing it from that
state to which it must again inevitably return.  The effect of the
Bengal system on the provinces of the Coromandel Coast and prob-
ably in Bengal itself will be no more than, after a long course of
time, to make the condition of the great body of the inhabitants that
which those of Canara now 1s.

19.  With respect to the expediency of having great substantial
landholders who may be responsible to Government for the revenue,
there scems to be noreason to conjecture that it might not be collect-
arity from small proprietors. A tyranni-

ed with equal easc and regul
s of this country and

cal government has drained the resource
left the inhabitants less able than they formerly were to cultivate
their lands ; but the same evil would have taken place, and 1 a
much greater degree, had the lands been divided among great owners
of estates of from five to ten thousand pagodas cach, because it
would have been much casier to have impoverished the country by
extorting an exorbitant assessment from a few who possessed all
its wealth than it would have been had it been divided among a
number of small proprictors. Though there can be no very rich
owners where estates are small, yet the aggregate produce of the
Jand may be, and probably always is, greater than when the whole
belongs to a few principal landhoiders, and Government have, there-
fore, a greater fund for the security of the revenuc. It may be
said that there must be a certain limit beyond which estates cannot
be subdivided without leaving s0 little surplus as rent as to be

8 UM
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rinsuﬁ“lcient for the subsistence of the landlord, and that he would
then be forced to withhold 4 part of the public revenue in order
to make up the difference.

Should such a case ever happen, the
remedy might always be found in selling - the estates.: The very

existence of the case, however, supposes a fulness of population not
likely to be soon experienced, and which, it'it were, it would compen-
sate in a thousand ways for such accidents. The division of lands

in Canara, however it may have affected individuals, does not scem
ever to have injured the public revenue,

sometimes reduced the descend
rank of tenants and even of |
ploying more labour, increa
It has not disabled the owne
which the best cultivation
perty, but it has also in the same pro
thoy are te eultivate with th

personal management to
eflicacious.

Though it has, no doubt,
ants o' independent landlords to the
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s from providing for CVeTYy ex
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them feels in lookin

g after his little and by the unremitting
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s attachment to it and his necessity impel
© extract from it its greatest possible produce.
20. The expenses of Indian myst not be measured by those
of European husbandry.  Exelusive of tanks there is hardly any ex-
Pense which may not be def'rayed by the smallest as well as the
greatest proprietor, and even tanks themselves are,unnecessary in
Canarg, all estates are in general better cultivated than the
great ones, and t

: ‘ heir owners are as regular as the great owners in
dlschargmg their kists, Among

the numerous instances which

an

at pro-
exteusive
spirit beyond the
what may well be
andholder is greater than the
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p interest which every one of
gpot,
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entertai ( ith r i
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92, After dividing the country into great cstates, each of
these estates ought to be made over to the Potail or principal pro-
prietor of the small cstates, of which they are principally composed,
in perpetuity. As he has no property in any of the lands compo-
sing the great estate except those which were before his own,
he can only be constituted a kind of lord of the manor. But as
he must be responsible for all failures, he ought to be allowed
the following advantages, in order to cnable him to perform his
engagements :—

1st.—He ought to have an allowance of 21 per cent. on
the Jumma, tobe included in the reduction which I have al-
ready proposed, leaving the remaining per cent. to go
as an abatement to the mass of inferior proprictors and farmers.

ond.—He ought to be vested with a proprietary right of
all waste lands to which there are no owners, on condition of
his paying the Beddenore assessment the sccond year after
they are brought into cultivation.

3rd.— All inferior estates which on failure of heirs have

Lerctofore been accustomed to revert to the Sirkar must now

revert to him, and become in every respect as much his

exclusive property as his own original estate.

Though the establishment of these regulations will, T am con-
vinced, answer the end of ensuring the casy realization of a per-
manent revenue, yet it is obvious that the influence of the 24 per
cent. in facilitating this operation must ever diminish, because if
it follows the loss of other property, though it now belongs to one
man, it must at his death be divided with his estate among his
children. We shall then have several persons instead of one to be
responsible for the revenue, and, as every succeeding generation will
increase the number, we shall at last have almost as much detail
with the superior landlords as if we had made a direct settlement
with the inferior proprietors. If, with the view of averting this
evil, as it is supposed to be, we confine the 24 per cent. to the eldest
son, or some sivgle heir, and make him solely responsible, we lessen
the security of revenue, because, as we cannot prevent the division
of the lands among all the heirs, we have now only the security
of a part instead of that of the whole of them, together with the 25
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per cu'lt. for its realization. 1f we restrict the division of lands to
the original estate, and determine that all subsequent acquisitions

w.hether from the revision of inferior estates or the cultivation 0;"
Sirkar \.vaste lands, shall go with the 21 per cent., we intréduce the law
of entail, and even this can only be effected at some remote period in
the many estates in which there is no waste.  All systems of Indian
revenug must, I imagine, end in making a direct settlement with
every independent landholder, without the iutervention of any
superior lord, and in making every oue of them answerable 1"()1"]1'15‘
osivn rent, and the whole of the estates composing ak vill';n;e or disl-
trict answerable for the failure of any }L)ur’ciculmTj est th erel lk

a second assessment, e Hherem By

23.  Supposing, however, that it may be expedient for the

resent to a 2m of gre: I
fec ; dopt.; the system of great estates, the regulations I have
(;mg)j{l de] will apply to every part of Canara and to the greater
ar o n 4 . . . . . . . i . ’ .
E] pob Ao ola, Soonda, and Bilghi ; but in many villages in Bilgln
nd Ankola, and throughout the whole of the villages in - Soonda
1u1(11n1ng along the Mahratta fronticr, the land belongs to the Sirkar
4111 may, therefore, be divided into estates, and given away at the
Se‘xsluxe of Government. These villages are in general in such a
esolate state that a permanent settlement of them would now be
lll)lade under very great disadvantages. It would, for many reasons
e RS M 3 el Y ) ' , ‘ : S y
1 best to defer the settlement of them and also of Canara for at
east five years. The Collector can hardly i ric (
e year ! an bardly m a shorter period gain
quisi ef nowledge of the country for carrying into execution
a measur S imvorts T T
2 me: 11e‘0 so much importance.  Time should also be allowed
o let the inhabitants become familiarized t their
shake off all distrust and apprclhensi iy asters, and
strust ¢ rchension ange
o o S of change, and to enable
t prehend the scope of the system intend |
mtroduced, and it should also be allowe 1> 1 d e Lo be
a d m order to ] 1
country r " the RSN . et the
fore y ’I?lcovel t?le.long seriesof oppressions under which it Lias suf-
d. 1e remissions alre: y .
jored. ons ahe%dy granted have remove
n the way of this desirable end,

w . :

Jl(x);z':x;v ?:0(}21‘12}11 improvement in the condition of the inbabitants.

moderation and ° ocoodnﬁffi ence they have already assumed in our

period, the val, g ; aith I hfwe little doubt that, within that
1€ of land will rise so much that there will scarcely

. devery impedi-
and in a few years they will

(e

be a single cstate which will not find a purchaser, should’it be
necessary to sell it to pay a balance.

24. In disposing of the great cstates of the final settlement no
price ought 'to, be: demanded of them, because as they were all
before private property, upon which the superior landlord had no
claim; there is no new advantage attached to his tenure except the
21 per cent., nor any in immediate expectation which can make it
worth any valuable consideration. We have no ground to imagine
that there will be any such competition for them as to raise their
price. Soucars and other men of property are too cautious to lay
out their money on land on the strength of the duration of a new
system, and sou the faith of a governmeunt to which they have but
lately become subject.  In provinces which have been near half a
century under the Company’s government they may consider the
property which they vest in land as secure from danger ; but here
they will not readily believe that it can be safe, for nothing but the
experience of many years will persuade them that another war may
not transfer them to the dominion of another power. As we must,
therefore, expect no candidates for cstates except among the land-
holders themselves, and as from the minute division of land very few
of them can be supposed to be rich, no considerable sum can be
expected from them for great estates. But though they have not
the means of making great advances as purchasc money, the reali-
zation of the revenue will not be less secure. It is the wide diffu-
sion of landed property, by which almost every field has a different
owner, who is anxibus to increascits produce and who pays his rents
with a regularity unknown among tenants-at-will, that constitutes
this security, which will be every day strengthened by the effect of
the abatements which have already been made. These will oper-
ate both in augmenting the gross produce of the land now in cul-
tivation and in cnabling the owner to obtain a better price for it.
They will encourage him to enlarge his cocoanut plantations, which,
in a climate so favourable, would have been ten times more numer-
ous than they are, had not the dread of additional assessments
restrained their cultivation ; and they will furnish him with the
means of cultivating completely the higher and more unproductive
lands of his estate, which in many greater estates have been waste
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almost ever since the Mysore conqrest.  Canara will probably never
be a .manufhcturing country, because it produces none of the raw
ma'terlals necessary to render it such, and because the heavy rains
which last so great a part of the year are an insurmountable obstacle
to all operat'ions which require to be carried on undera clear sky and
the open air; b}ut the same rains which deny it manufactures giveit
a sru'cccs'smn of neve1:-failing crops of rice, which place its revenue
anddl‘ts future prosperity on the firmest foundation, for there can be
gzni:l?gil ﬂ'll?ﬁ Ltlll)c1 :V\i:z:]ff(%;:fﬁ ‘f'o(r;r it.s %n'plus produce wi!l ever
be nowhere else so well supplie(‘l "lu,ld ;)ll’ 9‘}””‘% e *'\“ﬂ"  on.
clude that thetr conn Pl y d l(:r.() 1s ev‘ery reason .t() (301'1_

mption by the abolition of all regulations 10

fav toular e
?Llr of particular countries and the reduction of the duties will
be mncreased,

25. i ¥
( ) Besxde.s the land and customs, sandal-wood is another
source trom which an occasional revenue m

my intention e ol ‘ 1

" xypected o t(')t l{;“e given a particular account of what might be

expec ‘.n 1t, !lt, as I }.laVC not had time cither to procure suf-
materials or wformation, [ must relinau; 51

oent mater ‘ st relinquish tl
s have no sandal, others have not yet s¢

ay be drawn. [t was

e design.  Some
| nt in their statementss
* o 3 . M Y 1) ' - .
Nortiuch ﬂi)(‘q"egmwmg[m the ¢ accompanying No, 4 coutains such as
etn Division, weluding non .

Soonda. » weluding T have hitherto received,  The tree ought

not undér fort not to be cut under thirty * in some places
¥> years of age. The average price is bout 20

bahaudry pagod: ge price is now about =

Y pagodas the candy of 560 1bs

’ I am,

.

Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
.
(Nigned) Tnomas Muxro,

December 1800. Collector.

e

0O)
Anagoondy, Yt December 1800.
T'eo i CoLLeEcrors or (Canana.

Gexrreney,—Having been directed by the Board to- commu-

Oa weans for preserving nicate to you whatever regulations I had
the prosperity of Cawara and
Noouda

ment of the resources of {‘anara, I must refer you to my two reports,
which contain almost everything [ have to say on the stbject.

in view for the prescrvation and improve-

2. Whether you wish to carry ini . exeention my ideas,
or to form better plans founded on the resnlt of longer experi-
ence and close investigation, it 1s essential that your cutcherry
should be so constituted as that it should faciiitate, and not 1mpede,
the accomplishment of your object. For this purpose a cutcherry
onght never to be placed under the direction of any one man, as
is too often the case, both in the possessions of" the Company
and of the native governments. When it is under the power
of onc man, whether le be Jenominated  Peishear or Sheris-
todar or Moonshee, is of little conscquence; the habits of the
people, with very little exertion on his part, cnable him to acquire
such an ascendancy that he may do whatever he please, and keep
the Collector in the most profound ionorance of what is going
forward. To obviate this evil the Collector must be his own
Peishear 3 he must be himsell the only head-man. That he may b
<o, his cutcherry should be composed of two equal branches, the one
Hindivi and the _cher Canari, or whatever is the ceneral language
of the country. As they are responsible for the treasure, the
cash-keepers should be appointed by them ; but the Moonsheed
should he of your own selection, and entirely unconnected with the
Sheristedars, because they are intended as a cheek upon them. To
answer this end they should be men of some ability, and should be
made to understand that their own advancement would depend
upon the degree of zeal they should evince in giving you useful
information. When there are two distinct cutcherries and Moon-
shees unconnected with them, so many different interests are created
that a combination becomes impossible, and instead of it a rivaiship
excited among them, which is productive of the best consequences,
by stimulating them to a faithful discharge of their duty. Had I

9 Ju.

5
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remained in Canara 1 would have dismissed a number of the
distriet servauts for peculation.  The Amildar of Ankola is accused
of being concerned i the customs, and | suspeet that he has,
either from indolence or collusion, overrated the loss of the tobaceo
farmer of sedashigur,  The Amildar of Soonda wppears to have
made away with two sums, the one of 35 and the other of 90
pagodas, and to have replaced one of them; but should he have
replaced both, the proof” of his having once used cither of” them
ought to disqualify him {rom holding his situation.

3. In settling the land rent for the current year much caution
should be observed in imposing any new assos;nlcnt on any land
that pays the Beddenore rent and half of Hyder's addition, and
more should be laid on any  land that pays the %cddonoro and three-
fourths of Hyder's assessment. No land that may be raised the earrent
vear t'o the Beddenore and half of Il\jdur’; addition shounld ever
be raised higher, becausoe though :

. many causes have contributed 0
sink the rent of'|

and below the Mysore Government assessment, none
have had so great a share as the quality of the land itseli having heed
such as to have rendered it incnpalﬂehof' ontinuing to pay the high
rates which had been forced fro; . e
that the raising of rents {rom Yerr o year diseourioes improv
ment and weakens the confidence of the (‘;\\'11(\1\- » th: security of
private property in land. o I

4. W - i ' e
- Where land, citler through fraud or favour, has of lats
years been reduced beloy the Be

nat during a few vears, and beeause

-

. dd(‘ll()]‘(‘.:\.\“"Oﬂﬂl‘l(‘nl it oueht to be
raised to that assessment. 1o . Phmsbient, LA T
essment, together with half® of Wyders addition
the course of the present and f. X . ‘ \ i
increase should b Lt anc following year, after which no furthe!
. ie should be demanded.  Thepe may be instances, hut 1ima-
' U g 9 (PN , K S h .
{,mfl: t ey are very rare, where the land is s barren as to he inca-
pable of bearing half of [yders addition, in whicl

1 he
e . . L case we must b
satisfied with one-third or perh 1

aps ouc-fourth of it
5. The rent of fand, however productive it
lf\‘(:’;r on af}y account to be ra?s:ed Iigher than it has been at some
er period.  Lands, therefore, whicly m

or. even wholly the Mvsore
with them y

it
may be, Ou‘r’h

ay have escaped partl;\l’
> additions ought not now to be burdene

ity thus occasioned is of no importances
er can be so nicely adjusted so as to corre”

The inequal
for the rent of land ney

7
~ . : “the pr e. It canuot
spond ahways with a certain proportion of the produce. G
for not one estate (wurg) ma hun-

1he considered, too, that many ot
om from the former proprictors

perceptibly affect the revenue,
dred has been exempted, andit shoulc
the present lolders in purchasing th el
hove given a high price in 1)1‘()1)(71'11011 as the rent was low. |

aking of such land as is private

g. I have hitherto been spe ‘ prive
i land 11 cunltivation

property, but in every district a portion of the vat

" y having reverted to it from

“anci i ' issue, ¢ w causes, In

expulsion of ancient owners, fatlure of issuc, and othet C(“ s

> v ) > CUTLTY rear there 1s d

the form for the Jummabundy of the u.nunt yee e

column for this Tand. In thosc districts which 1 had s?tt ed o m,

leaving Canara it was to private land m the proportion :) ;(t)

1 it 1 avs held at ¢ ‘cr rent. 1s

one-tenth to one-fifth, and it is always held at a lower re e

: ) s vin different years, bu 8

sometimes cultivated by different people m dl[?le.,Ht i.c ,1 -

i Y TS : 1t 15 ofteu C ,

commonly always by the same person, and 1t b o :)m- oo

called public when in fact it 1s private ])ropcrt:\', for the j 1‘ se. ,.

i i ~ : . v Al cultivated  lands commg
ohtaining 1t at a reduced  rente : )

‘ he given away Lo

has hecotme the property of the Sirkar b

under the denomination of Nirkar ()u;_{l.\t o " y .
individuals in proprietary right, according to the I(I).unl ‘\\[111;:
has this year been observed with  respect 't() thlcl (mt(h:: Bed:
transferred in Cundapoor.  Whenever the tax s cqu‘tl tlo‘l he bt
denore and hall of the Mysore assessnient, thc.lh.m(‘ [.x 1(‘ b
made over to the pre-oceupier without any 1\(1(11110.114 'tm‘\ilfxi)l (.‘
When it is below it should b raised to that st:m(l;ud3 and 1 ”1;
holder does not agree to this inc‘rvn‘w 1L'should‘l)c gwcx{ ‘.1}(:0[1[1:;)
highest bidder. The conversion of Nirkar mto private l{u‘u ‘:,an-
not be hurried. Tt must be left to be 10gu\utc¢% l)y the cure '

Fvery occupier of Sirkar land w 10
» Lo finds it profitable, .wdl
cure the proprietary right

stances of the inhabitants,
has the mecans of cultivating it, and w
soon apply for a sunnud or order to sec e of
to himself.  Another reason for not pressing forward the 1211 s

Sirkar land is, that the great reduction of the Custor'nls and ;imle s:acil:é
rity which the Company’s government affords, \'ml Speed }}Il'mhL ‘
the value of land’ and bring forward more candidates an gher

S v succeeding year. .

o 57,evellr>17 St?)((;L cutcl::ex?ry you will ﬁnd‘ a cowl contamug rcgub.
tions for renting out every description of waste land, and every dis-

.
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bmt h'tls one with such variations from the general form as scemed
est adapted to its particular state. In disposing of Sivkar lands,
whether waste or cultivated, no part of the wurg or estate should
oIve . < ; v e ol e M -
.bc given away unless the whole 1s taken, becaunse if the coltivator
is permitted to take only a part, he will select the best land, and
nobody will take the rest, and it is probable that he will also
o some oceasions sclect it 1n such a manner as that the ¢-
_]ectfzd portion shall be surrounded by his estate, so that he may
cultivate it rent fr 1 h daneer of &
ent free without much danger of discovery.

1 8 I' left Instructions with the cutcherry to make a 1.,"011“1"‘l
reduction in the land rent of 4 fanams per bahaudry pagoda, o 2
yor N afror Antehinog S > 1%
'IL1 c]u)t., after finishing the settlement of the current year 5 but this
Hiddulo e we 1 . v v ¢ Y
ndulgence, unless in some very particular cases, should not be
extended to lands which are not assessed cqual to the Beddenor®
rent and half of Hyder’s addition.

9. Asso great a part of land in Canara is private pm])(‘ﬂy
h'el(l at a fixed rent, your scttlements in future will require little
n . « > - iy M . >
tune or Ltbom, bu,a.u.sc nothing is to be done except to add to the
Jumma of the preceding year the extra rent of a fow estates which
may have been held at an under rate, and the rent of such waste
lands as may have been brought into cultivation.  In Ankola and
Soounda, however, more time will be required, because in those dis-
tl]‘lLtS pri rate property 1n land vot being so general as in Canard
the cultivators sometimes quit one village for another, and as they
a.lC ex.posed to an arbitrary increase thcy frcqucnt]y claim a reduc-
tion of rent when they have suflered losses.  'The assessment of Jast
yealllxvas so moderate that there can hardly any where exist the
simallest hretence for demy:
luFumc for demanding an abatement. Buddengoor and
89 v T . O 3 » . 4 . ‘ ®
Zc')mn ’othe1; villages which have suffered from the ravages of Dhoon-
1oee’s adherents : s ent of .
oy . ought to be kept at a low rent for two years.
. wver WY ey (i \ .
; 1 e y enconragement should be given to betel and pep-
AT O r 8] N Y . 1
]:5 kb.u( ens.  This has alrcad- been done by relinquishing the
Sirkar monopoly and interfer ire of : Aving
the q"de , f I tly{.t (l lllttlf HERFR RN ¢ ()f C\,Cly kllld und l)y ]ca\’ln(v
sale perfectly free, so that * is nr : :
in the ell- yIrec, so that " is probable the ‘owners are noW
. Yyoyment of greater

y o;-mer period.

saine line, and
» and to all ; . . /
ow them, without the apprehension ot new

N advantages than they ever werc at
othing more is wanted hut to persevere in the’

o

demands, to carry their culture to the utmost. The land rent of
their gardens, where it is below the Beddenore or Rajah of Soonda’s
assessment, ought not to be raised beyond the standard, for as the
haulet duties of a well-cultivated garden are six or elght times
greater than iis land rent, the augmentation of its produce ought to
be considered as the only object deserving serious attcntion.

11.  The most material points of information to be drawn from
the survey of Barcoor, arc the extent of estates, their rent and pro-
duce per acre, the quantities of Sirkar and private waste land, the cx-
tent and produce, distinguishing the cultivated and waste, of Knaum
lands, classed under their various heads of Deostaun, Gram Duvaita,
Bhutnurtu, Mutt, Service, &e.  The produce of land is to be ascer-
tained in the usual way by the Hoolisnowis, by inspection and in-
quiry, and to correct his estimate he ought sometimes to have a field
of ripe grain cut down, beaten out, and measured in his presence,
and by comparing the result with his own previous reckoning, en-
able himself to form a true judgment of the produce by the eye or
what is called Nuzzur Andazi. To prevent fraud or negligence
in the survey a second measurement of particular estates should
sometimes be made by a different sct of surveyors, and if any
error exceeding ten (10) per cent. is detected, the original
surveyors should be punished and discharged. A wurg or estate
ix often composed of unconnected parts situated in different vil-
fages, and sometimes even in different districts, without having
any specific rent affixed to the different parts, but ouly one general
rent for the whole. The survey must show the number, extent,
&c., of estates thus divided, and must value the different portions
separately, because if cver the country is divided into estates of
whole villages it will be necessary to know for what sum the villages
ought to be assessed on account of the broken portions of cstates
which they may contain. The valuation of those portions ought
to be made by the Hoolisnowis in conjunction with the owner and
the landholders of the villages in which they arc respectively situa-
ted. The landholders must be cautioned that, in the event of any
failure of paymeut by the broken estate and of there being no pur-
chaser, their own lands will be assessed for the deficiency, 'Their
own sccurity will deter them from conniving at a false valuation.
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On all estates where there are tenants (Guents), whether tenants-at-
will (Challi Guenis) or tenants by purchase for ever (Mool Gucnis),
the estimate of the produce of the whole estate

assisted by comparing it with the ten
thatin no ¢

will be cousiderably
ant’s portion,  Wg are certain
ase the tenant pays the landholders more than half the
produce.  We know that the Ladlord keeps the

own hands, and that, therefore, acre for acre their
cannot be less than that of the tenant’s si)
help his judgment a skil1 nspector
u caleulating, from the dif
portions of the tenant
of cach.

121 gave to the cutcherr
ment of what I thought ought to |
of Knaums. It may he
sonie instances one deserd
ought not to be increased.

hest lands in his
lowest produce
are.  With these facts to
will find 1o great difficulty
erent degrees of improvement. in the
and - proprictor, the respective produce

y before leaving Canara a state-
e the utmost limit of the amount
found necessary  hereafter to dinnizh m
ption and add 1o another, bhut the Lotal

In Honawer and a fow other districts |
have reason 1o believe that there is more of what is called Melwasst
than has yet been brought to account.
proportional reduction should not be m
total of concealed Enaums hav

Wherever this occurs a
ade 6l you are sure that the
¢ been brought forward,
you begin carly it will impede the

of En aums in the Moyen
disbursements oy

because if
Though the amount
Zabitah is greater this year than last, the
account of all (
been directed to he

actual total of the

(lisc()vcry.

eseriptions have, exeept service,
ade by the standard of last year, until the
‘

Melwassi is ascertained,

(Signed) Thowyas Meano,

Collector.

MEnorAND U .

t Some parts of Lhe foregoing letter are omitted, relating chiefly
o the Nouthern Dwision ; the onginal is with Mr, Raveushaw.

(Migned) AL Reav,

. Collector.
Bareoor, 14 November 1801

O

To ik PrestoExT and

TR eUENEE
T cREvENUE.
. Meyupers or Tie Boarb or Rev

. — g e to the various
GesrLEMEN,—I have now the honour to reply o e of
JED PR D VRN Y . Ftan po ‘
‘ i mor pe and mmports 0
2 Mr. AL Read,—Additional Report on f ‘ -
B w18 Db P Fusly 1222, information required in
Gettlement of his Distiiet for Fuosly 122 i e o
A T fusly 1222 '
ur proceedings upon my scttlement from Tusly )
yo 5 J

the 20th June last.

] Tunro forr ating
iti Taior Munro for regulating
est propos s of Major Mt
9. The latest propositions or nne
s e } the assessments both on rice ‘m(ll gl; o
i in his letter, dated 9th
Assessment on land produe- Jandsare c(mmmcd m\l]ns ! Vu;sl]’“v oth
Pas) R 1 1 e . ”l ] q’ R . .
1 i «t. the Collector her 1800, to Mr. Re
g gram. Ist pecte December 1800, “
\'ﬁl recapitnlate the sub,\fu.mc L o not hether e Bom |
:»l' Major Munro's proposiftons mysclf. R}
for regulating the assessuent

T ) TROQ « * i4 { 11S l \ti n | t aore 29
on these dl serptions ()t ) uis l) SSCS s a C l ) tl b Y 9 nt s 5 -
l ese

1 dall recapitulate
able to its directiols, 1 shall recapit
L

- . ¢ l < ¢ CI( 1.

l l ¢ < 1 (; L . C lll]" l(.tt(l.
| (&3] ‘ll n (ll‘,‘ 1] l(lb ()1 thlS ﬂlCL
« ’ 1 1 ‘]( m ll[(\ 20 ) (6)§01
WY K 1 C ° 1 MY unal o t() the Oleg g
- l 3 b "€ 1 (&)} ﬂ” (1 ll._, ‘

Y ' ] 0al (1 11 ]Cl v - |

< | [ . ' 3 )OSse n (1 r-

F aces 0 asses M ,“|, art CV jaen l) On

l] e 1 ".l s i ass ; 1e [+ ! 2 ‘ ( l lnl(‘(l mn (hf‘

: "by
d approved of
o (iover lated 25th July, an of by
Board's address to Government ¢ L2 T e L
gus

by Mr. Ravenshaw and

T ‘ ¢ iscov
3. Though I camnot d

its reply to the Board. dated 1?“1 z.\}ies e w
as follows :—¢ That from the 111)(11111 > Taror Munto’s letter of the
;:?\’“le‘alld the explanations afforded by MaJOllmql 1210) of Canara
f)t'hLNovember 1800, the existing settlement ( )1(; g}any to be found
;ms determined to he the bighes: o1 (;1:1(;1;02) far from any further

) ) Ve and that, ¢ . .
under t.he (JOI:I): nge’sfi(s)ivt;mi:?e:lfzaqland rent, th(? 1’61)055?531021(?:
deducth]" dbzit]'t:t@ Sn'omised annually to increase m the propor
unoccuple HLatts -

i s 1 3L llt ()f our
1 COllﬁanCC ()f the ‘lllhilbltllntb m the st lb\ y
that the :

hall be established.”
government SR



72

4. Statement A, exhibits the proportions of my settlement for
4‘ ~ O).) N . P . R R
9ud, the Collector will then Trusly l~.2, lx}lul at and above the stan-
wtate 1o what extent of lmds  dards of Major Munro, which ascended
these rates have been applied, from the si le Shi . " .
and to what extent they remain om the simple Shist or ancient Nugg!
to be applicd—in other words, ~assessment to three-fourths of Tlyder’s
what amount of revenue is now o qditional : . ] 1
Tated below the standard. additional assessments ; but it will be ob-
. served by the Board that by far the Jargest
N - 3 Qe g ‘
}lx'0p01twn of cultivators arc rated above the last assessment, and
that no lands are rated at the simple Shist only
5. That «the establis .
. < l.\he i .‘” H > Y8} ] O QY 19 o
d rates” have been increased, is, 178
mz\nxdlxx-hether the establishea Y€t tO sy, too true. It hasnot, howevers
rates have n any case heer - > CS] ar
e y en  been occasioned, I may venture to declare,
e . both for Mr. Ravenshaw and mysclf, by
b }; -tel ire to increase our settlements from unwarrantable orounds,
ut 1t has gradus akon vlace fr . : e
. g du(‘lﬂy taken place from a decline of agriculture ant
/arious causes of poverty : - the , SRR
by s s 10vclxty among the ryots obliging us to make P
all mcerease ¢ : 5 1 : ' i ‘
failed al to low rated lands the rent of others which had
alled altogether. But at the same ti : inele
e same time we have not in any SIM&Y
é sed the rent of : vttt : . te
at some fo . tof an estate “higher than it has been rated
i riner pertod,” agrecable : : - for
even at the pr d t ,” agrecable to the rules of Major Munros for
¢ e present tume the proporti : ' 'S
pay the fi lll ¢ the proportion of those landholders who
> full assessme ’ ir 1 y i
Y e ent of their lands are few Comp:n‘ed with
Ha S \ ‘ Y et ... M
R t\\‘e‘y omewhat less, still the majority are \m(lucstmnubly
1T assess L R ; .
the standand of };@c;:ssmcnt higher than they would have been had
< < > a 01‘ X RYeY M M H
jor Munro been inviolably observed. Should any

apolo o wanti . L
"EleS,g { t‘l)l(isrx:;n\t\t]llglimf; :1?:“%“’“ from his excellent and moderat®
ments and to the dedsirel & i the annual approbation of ont scttle‘.
Collectors of maintuh‘y we naturally had in common with othet
But as this mode has mg t.he land rent to the same annual standart
sessment f \Sfel( il N Celt{“{“l)i advanced many i the scale of &
BESS ast .' 1 would otherwise have bee Cnee 1f may
be judeoed advis ¢ been the case, 1
Judged advisable by the Board to put a stop to the pra otice @

mmpolitic and unjust.

8. The remissi .
. € remiss S W i has . el
isstons which ithas been found necessary to solictts

As also the ey ) - w .
e extent of remis.  ©F Which Thave (with your cubsequent ap-

sions that have Leen n

. nnv 4 , :

granted on those yates, wlly  proval) taken on myself to grant, though
o

1ot very large, have been sufliciently fre
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quent to show the necessity entertained of relief being required.
These remissions were granted indiscriminately to those appearing
in need, whether highly or Jowly assessed. The following 1s an
abstract of them ,with ‘reference to the document explanatory

-

thereof : — ,

In Fus]'y 1209 S.Ps. 393 26 50 Board’s letter dated 1st Jan, 1801
' 1210 , 0 0 O
» 1211, 0 0 0
” 1212 ,, 0o 0 0

(N

t

’ 1213 ., 2,228 28 3 My reportdatedQSthMarch 1804.

" 1214 0 0 O

» 1215 ,, 1,316 9 24 ditto 30th Apri] 1806.
., 1216 ,, 7,488 410 . 15th May 1807.
L 1217 ,, 2,194 24 60 ., 5th May 1808.
, 1218 ,, 1,034 25 6 . 30th April 1809.
” 1219 ,, 4,628 4 72 . 21st April 1810.
s 1220 ,, 907 14 31 » 30th April 1811.
’ 1221 ,, 0 0 O

» 1222 0 0 0

—_—

Total in 14 years. .20,195 2 51

7.  Statement B. exhibits the mercase of the.revenue derived
in cach year from the extended occupa-
It will also be desirable to  tion of waste Qirkar tands, and Statement

know the increase of revenue . “ :
derived in each year frém the C. the qllantlty of land \Vthh has been
extended occupation of waste - quring 14 years converted into private
Sirkar land and what quantity i

of Sirkar land has been during propelty.

1;3&?8 converted into private 3. To these points it may be obser-
' ved that an increased occupation of waste
as unquestionably taken place in a small degree
¢ Canara and Soonda. But this increase
early possession of the country,
ars now in our annual settle-
e in some parts of the

In the northern part

lands .up:)n estates h
throughout every district 0
has principally arisen during our
for very little exfra cultivation appe
ments. New enclosures have also been mad
province, while in others they have decayed.
of Ankola an increased number is visible, occasioned by the con-

10 UM
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stant demand’ which the contiguity of Goa produced for some years

past and to the freedom of export which the inhabitauts in that quar-

ter have enjoyed by the great reduction of troop stationed there since
the beginning of 1808. In the vicinity of Coomta a considerable num-

ber of new shops and godowns with enclosureshave been made, owing
to the traders with Bombay and Mahratca countries having of late
years formed a depét there.  In the neighbourhood of Onore several

new enclosures took place during the presence of the Court, but many

of them are again falling to decay. In the neighbourhood of Man-

galore an increase 1s very observable and, now that it has become
the permanent seat of the Court, it is likely to increase ; but I can

name no other parts of Canara upon which any particular difference
1s visible.  Many enclosures and improvements in Soonda which
were very apparent in [801-2 are since goue to decay owing
to the want of that sccurity then enjoyed by the presence of a
complete battalion at Hullihall, one company at Bunnawassi, the re-
sidence of the Collector’s cutcherry, and a much larger‘ number of
police peons for the defence of the country than now obtains,

9. The conversion of public into private estates proceeds now
very slowly, occasioned either by the quantity of lands required by
the neighbouring ryots being already occupied, or to want of en-
couragement to extend their agricultural pursuits.  The waste
lands are, as may be supposed, chiefly to be found in the interior
of Canara, and throughout most parts of Soonda and Bilghi the
largeness of the trees compared with any to be found near the sea
proves the superiority of this waste soil ; but it is to be regretted
that the unhealthiness of those tracts, and more especially want of
labourers, are serious obstacles to their cultivation. Emigrating ryots
from Mysore and the Mahratta countries are now no longer to be
met with ; on the contrary a few desestions in every talook appear
at the period of settlement for some years past.

10. The land tax iswell known to be full of the greatest inequa-
3rd, the Collector will re- litles and at present appears the highest on

port in what degree the stand-  ogrdep estates and lowest upon salt lands,
ard rent fixed on the rice land 2

is equal or in what degree proceeding from the reduced price which
unequal,

from the introduction of a monopoly of the latter article.

the produce of the former now bears and
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11.  As the only proper survey ever made in Candra was that of
the Barcoor district before it was extended to its present size, this
query cannot be answered with accuracy ; nevertheless, beiug one
that has frequently occupied my attenticn, I subjoin the result of
my inquiries upon thid subject. I aiw of opinlon that the grain
lands of Lower Canara, for I shall speak of Soonda and Bilghi sepa-
rately, are assessed nearly npon the following scale : —

Gross produce valuation,

Mangalore ....... ...... . ... .. veo .. 35 per cent,
Bekul ..... e e teegeeesn. 33 .
Buntwal ........ ... ... ..., vee.. 32 ’
Barcoor ..... e e e e 42 vs
Cundapoor ......... I 1V ’
Onore ... i e ea e 40 ',
Ankola .. i e 35 »
. e

s
-
>

Average. .. . 30!

Their productive powers have been prefty accurately ascertained
from partial surveys and various caquiries to be nearly as follows :
—From one mora of seeds the average returns in paddy and from
the three sorts of lands are, from

2oe Mangalore ............... ... 112 Moras.

- —t

~E8 | Bekul .......c ... ..., R VT

22 . Buntwal ......... ... .00 8L

»Eug" T

£S5 & Barcoor ......oc ... ool 138,
mo-) .

§§';.%< Candapoor ................. 138,

= . -

B 25 Onore +..viiiiinnnvennn.... 11 "
oSg

god Ankolo ... ... ... ... ... 10 ”

»"—:Eﬁ“ et

IS } ;
2RES ( Average.... 115

hat d From which it appears that the assessment
In what district it is hich- - - . N ~
est, in what lowest, i, e, ju 1 heaviest in Buntwal, Barcoor‘, (,und_a
what district does the Sirkar poor, Onore, and Ankola, and lightest in
rent near the heavies‘t, and in 3 t ) _
which the lightest ?” And i Mangalore and Bekul. - But as I am per-
what degree does the inequa- fectly aware that all statements of this
lity exist in different parts of  ya¢ure not drawn from an accurate survey

Canara ? ) .
are not to be depended upon, and as the
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B y . . . . .
oard’s object will, [ imagine, be equally answered ifit can Le shown

t.'rom reasoning founded on experie
1§ Loo high in the aggregate, 1 shall,
endeavour to prove that it is so and tl,

12, The estimated

The Collector will also ex-
Plain whether the tenant’s esti-
mated share is supposed to differ
much in different parts of Ca-
nara, or whether, as ip Mala-
bar, it may be reckoned on an
average at one-third of the
gross produce.

tity of rice. The aver

nce that the existing assessment
l')ef'orc closing this report,
at 1t ought to be lowered,

share of the tenants differs partly from
the usages of the country :mdM partly
from their being either tenants-for-ever
or tenants-at-will.  The payment between
tenants and their landlords in Canara is
never for a proportion of the crop, terni-
ed Warum in the Carnatic, butis either
for a specific amount in money or quan-

. age payment i 2
A N » S It 2 7ice upon a mora : )
English acres) 1s found to be 5 mor P a of land (11

6 fanams and 10 annas, agr
—_— T e

as, or in money 1| bahaudry pagoda
‘eguble to the following table :
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Average produce from 1 mora of land, 11} =

of paddy, or half that quantity in rice. . Moras of Rice 53
Deduct landlord’s rent . ........ e » 2%
Balance remaining with the tenants ...... » 2

leaving him half the gross produce to subsist his family upon and
to replace his stock of cattle, implements of husbandary, &ec. It
would require a very minute investigation into the affairs of every
individual landholder to distinguish the number of tenants who
pay their rents in rice from those who pay their rents in money;
but it is extremely natural to conclude that most of the old tenants
for ever made their agreeinents in kind, which exempted them from
all further care or trouble in the conversion of their produce into
money. It is also natural to conclude that, since the Com.
pany’s government, the landlords have been more anxious than
ever to receive grain instead of moncy. Other advantages are,
doubtless, derived by most tenants-for-ever from the produce of dry
grain, fruit trees, &c., which are always considered in Canara as the
entire reward of their own industry. But I shall presently endea-
vour to support with greater proofs my supposition that the tenan-
try of Canara are still in possession of half the gross produce of

Talookas, Sorts of Land. In Rice. h Mouey
“\’—‘“ - o Ol
' e [ pp— — ! ————
| Moms, |1 p oy
. Moras, 1 B P, As,
Manglove ...~ '<(i ;ntd 5 ¢ Lo 0&
Y i :)3: |’ 1 7 8
) F{ []f %% 0 7 8§
k ‘ Ls 3] 7
ekul < ‘ 2ud f}i } 5 o
Ui ard 24 0 '(7) ;'5)
Buntwal ... . <r l);td :? ! A
..... : ] 0
(k vln'd RE ] 0 5 8
Barcoor....... ... .. < 2:1td 1(25 | SN
} 3rd 33 | T) ) ;
C | st ] 2 0
undapoor ... .. < 2nd 6 g ?) 0
RN N
Onore ... .. . < 2:“1 /(1)5 i :1; (') )
N } f:g (j | 10 8
nkol % . :
Ola ... < 2nd 3 i‘) 8 3
Sverage ... 5 ;! ! 610
............ H 1 610

N . .
OW if the returns ip para

o

the soil they cultivate and in many situations more than the half.

13. With respect to the practice of mortgagees paying the

It would appear that in Ma-
labar a large proportion of the
Sirkar rent is collected either
from the mortgagees or tenants
cultivating the land and not
from the landlords. Mr. Read
will explain how far this is the
case in Canara. If the tenant
has to pay the Sirkar rent in
addition to the landlord’s or
proprietor’s rent and to find
the means of caltivation and
subsistence out of what remains,
it may be possible that the ac-
tual cultivator, that is the te-
nant, may not be better off in
Canara than the actual culti-

Sirkar rent of lands, this is found to pre-
vail very generally throughout the richest
or best cultivated parts of Canara. M
forms part of the conditions of mortga-
gees to do so, but then it dots not hap-
pen, as the Board seem to apprehend,
that the cultivating tenant becomes in
consequence burdened with his own rent
and that of his landlord’s also ; the subject
will best be understood by a short detail
of the mortgage rules of Canara.

“Land and its produce are sepa-

3]
tenant’s account will stanq thus

s

graph 11 are tolerably correct, the

vator is on this side of Iudia. .
rately mortgaged in Canara.
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. “ Ifethe land itself is mortgaged for a sum of money, ho inter-
est 1s demanded, and as soon as the bargain is conclude
§agee 1s put in possession of the land.
Permitted (or not as the agreement may be) to reside upon the es-

tfxte and (sometimes) is allowed one or two moras of lands to cul-
tivate, (as) in the capacity of

Sirkar rent and transacts the

d the mort-
The mortgager is sometimes

a tenant, but the mortgager pays the
whole business of the estate as if he
was the proper owner. The mortgage bonds always contain a

clause that, as soon as the sum borrowed is repaid, the land is im-
mediately to be returned, the mortgager agreeing to pay the expen-
ses of all improvements,

to be adjusted by the friends of both
parties.

““ A certain portion of the
gaged in Canara for the discha
1t is stipulated that for the in

produce of estates is frequently mort-
rge of interest or debts. In this case

terest of the sum borrowed a certain
number of moras of rice are to be paid annually, but that the person
receiving the rice shall have mno interference with tl
that should the mortgager

to be made over to the oth

1¢ estate, and
fail in his payment then the land itself is
er mortgager, but not sold.

“The first of these mortgages is termed in Canarese ‘Bogia-
dhi’ or living mortgage, the other ‘Torradhoo’ or dead mortgzige.
There are a greater proportion of lands under the first class than
the second, or about 3 to 1. As the inhabitants are far from being

strict in their dealings with each other, it seldom happens that the
owners of lands, styled Torradhoo, ¢

sgquently their whole estate is oblig
for the difference il the number of

is in the one always begun with, but seldom fails to end in the other
Bogiadhi. Previous to the Company’s government a number of

soucars had possessed Jarge mortgaged property in land and produce
in almost all the southern moganis of Canara, but since then free
trade, security of property, and an excellent price for their pro-
duce have enabled many of the people to recover their land
themselves from incumbrances.

ing between the Parties being fr

be wondereg at if the lenders d

principal, Mortgages are some

an fulfil their engagements ; con.-

ed to be given up, which accounts
these two mortgages. Torradhoo

s and free
The rate of interest then obtain-

om 15 to 24 per cent. it is not to

id not press for the payment of the
times adjusted (in Canara) when the
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) and gives security
morteager has paid nearly all the sums borlolwecz1 and g :mt sect exy
101 HeH ) R d A te 1nay ]
1 - : eriod stipuia :
for the remainder, althongh the period p‘ N b xhe.frionds of
pired, and in other instances when 1t 18 1pxo o somsiderabe
H > N
i ‘toaocee must have rea sideral
B e stie. mdm tf-‘fanej an the amount of the remaining
T state and more the
rofit from the esta ‘ e amou maining
}; bt. When mortgages are foreclosed in either of the .all)ot] \ y{
aept. . 5% . . . e vith the lanc
toavee resious all further title to interference v !
e s hi ocations as formerly. A mortgagee
f T »s his avoca ) !
and the owner resume . gagee
) toaoe his lands to another, but when the ougmall lr)nop
may mortgage : he o ropric-
t o omesoto redeem his lands the accounts are adjustec
or ¢

i ion of them.
him and the person then 1 possession 01t

i 5 1 d alent to
« The practice of mortgaging lands 1s sufficiently prev'll.
o answer in some degree the desire of
’ ‘ ' in Canara
The object the Board }?‘me Government to see the lands in
e OBk O hose e
view in bringmg t ‘  erleable.
l(li]ocuments to your notice is_to generaﬂ} zaleab
obtain from you an explanation

i "This 1 lace to in- -
p Whatl respect i“,‘it;‘; ;‘;h::. 14. 'Thisis the proper place t
degree the presen

: ard’s letter
sessment on rice and garden troduce my rephes to the Bho 928th Sep-
Iands in fanara diﬁfrlﬁ‘lom thos; and enclosures under date t : .. btlll)

; existing in Malabar, anc ) of fixing €
inno‘\‘»vhnt resﬁect or in what de- tember last.—The mode =

s difie s and the
gree the present rates glﬁ(l‘ Sirkar rent on seed land
from those in the new XYym-

: ivation in Malabar.
ashee or valuation proposed by expenses of cultivation
Mr. Richards for Malabar.

Mr. Richards states that, whatever may be the p r(\)duecssjsft:-
deductil;g the seed and the Sal'ne quamlty~f.10r11th\$c§xgne-t'hil'd
cultivation, the Kudian (cultivating te.nzmt.) e lv from this

£ the remainder. In Canara the practice dlffers ent(;r fi) th:gén the,z
o «ch as no share of the crop is.cver stipulate .C £ rice s
masmrl and the tenant; a specific sum in money or quantity :]) o rofit
Olwrflxe'r‘s agreed upon, and the cu]tiva.ting tenant stand? to];;t]tex? o
e tictendant upon such bargains. Whatever the s th,
> 1015? aﬁ'om a few fruit trees, vegetables, betel leaf, &c., 15 t ©
acq}llle rard of his own industry. I here allude to the Challi
entlre‘re“z t the Mool Guenies are unquestionab]y petter off, for
Gue.mes; o deed to the lands they cultivate, they improve them
haVl?lg 1;2{?&“ ting, which the Challi Guenies seldom venture to do,
greatly =
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not knowing pnt they may be ousted in favour of some other
tenaflt. But although the foregoing shows the differcuce of cus-
fom 1n Malabar and Canara, yet the condition of the tenants is upon
comparison, found to be nearly alike, for as the Canarese 1:),1’1(1101'(1
never all(?ws his tenants-at-will larger share than one"-huif' the gross
produce, if from the share be deducted the expenses of seed, gcul:

tivati ini I i
o atlon,_&c., the remaining quantity will be about one-third for
e subsistence of the tenant and his family.

15. Thi 11 srhe
e bfhls will, perhaps, become more explicit by a comparison
vato% est etween the condition of Malabar and Canarese culti-

S or tenants. 4
tors { As 114 folds seem to be the average return from
ree different sorts of seed lands in C

, anara—termed Bil
Muzzel, and Bete— >

a comparison must be drawn with lands i
tnd s s 1
Malabar yle]dl.ng the same, and, rejecting fractions, I shall take 11
as the foundation to go upon——

" , In Malabar by
enant’s account. Congee Cooroo’s table, In Canara.

Moras, Moras.
Quantity of seed required to sow
lands yielding 11 fold ....
Expenses of cultivation. . . ,.
Landlord’s share ..... e .., 921.8
Sirkar rent .... .. e :5'2—l7(i } 50

Cul-lubum or tenant’s net share . . 2735 ... 30

————

O .o 10
ceee 9 L 10

100 , 100

tF be difference in the quantity of seed and expenses of cultivati
in the two provinces, as neither of them in all probability are dé' wn
fror'n actual survey, needs no remark ; for even in the Bar);(;or sul:Ym
as 1t was carried on at a period of the year when the ¢ ! were
reaped, not sown, the quantity of seed required to %ow' i
Zpace of land is set down entirely from the reportsk of ra oct(;r;ari?l
i::r;:grv.together._' IF may th.eref'ore be presumed that both, chsc items
inces participating in the same climate and mode of cultiva-

ry equal. The fig i SRR

attention, bECa(llxse 1 gures m.the third line demand particular
» 11 lam correct in supposing the aver: .

assessment on grain | sing the average Sirkar

a . al - i
nds in Canara to be so high as 363 per cent.

rops ,were

. 51

of their gross produce, the share of the landlords in Canara will be
considerably less than in Malabar, while that of the tenant in the
former is rather greater than in the latter. That this is actually the
case I have only the opinion of the people for supposing so.

16. Pursuing the report of Mr. Richards I proceed to a con-
sideration of his table entitled « The precise shares of the Kudian
(tenant), the Jenmkar (landlord), and the Government,” purposing
afterwards to notice his remarks on garden asscssments.

17. The returns from both provinces so far agree that thirty-
fold is the utmost I ever heard of in Canara; but I have always un-
derstood the rice soil of Malabar, especially in the southern part, is
much richer than in Capara.

18. Mr. Richards’ observation ¢ that the share of the kudian
or cultivator is always greatest in the worst grounc )’ &c., does not
seem to me very clear, because no difference whatever is made be-
tween the expense of seed and cultivation in any of the descriptions
of land in his table. It must arise, [ imagine, from a supposition that
the allowance made for cultivation is higher than is actually incurred
by the tenant upon the worst ground, for in rice grounds the labour
sin exact proportion to their fertility.

in preparing them is not alway .
of manure bestowed upon land which

In Canara itis the quantity
forms the chief expense ; but it may surely be suspected that grounds

yielding only three-folds can have had very little of that article

bestowed upon them.

19. Mr. Richards goes on to observe that the adoption of his
rules will promote husbandry, &c., and probably obviate @ ]')7‘(wticc
in Malabar liable to great objection, that of leusing out lands in small
Jarms ; but this, so far from being any objection in (Canara, is the
surest foundation of its prosperity. The multiplication of tenauts
must take place exactly according to the wishes of the people them-
selves ; a sub-division of estates, i1 cousequence, is attended with
many excellent effects, such as the increase of husbandmen, of pro-
duce, of cattle and manure, and of security for .the public revenue,
instead of seeing large tracts of land under the sole management

of one person and his servants,
11 Jum
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20. Passing over his observations on the mutual benefit which
Government and the landlords will derive by an extended culti-
vation 1 entirely agree with him in thinking it wrong to demand
more than one-third of the actual gross produce of the soil as the
Government share. The proportion J am desirous of takinig upon
all grain lands is 30 per cent., or a little less, as will be seer in an
appendix preparing to this address. He concludes his remarks on
seed lands with a recommendation that, after fixing the Sirkar share,
the landlorc? and kudian might settle their bargain for the remain-
der. If this bargain was made for a specific quantity of rice Or
sum of money, the usages of the two provinces would then be alike.

21. The general practice observed in Canara, below the
ghauts, for assessing cocoanut, betel-nut, and pepper produce is
- as follows :— |

Cocoanuts.

_.For new garflens a cowl is generally demanded, securing posses-
sion to the cultivator until his young trees begin to bear, which is
generally the case in their sixth year necar the sea coast and in their
tenth near the ghauts; the average assessment is then demanded
upon the tree, not the produce, of Star Pagodas 0-1-23 per tree.
The trees thenceforward coutinue to be accounted annually by vil-
age shanbogues, and no allowance made for unfruitful onesif it 1s
ot . 13 e, whle . o e are vty pesoming -
fruitful, their Places-;x,re sup lieg“; 166133 “vr(.an“uall)_’ be'commg car
Another mode prevails thIi)ch h oy those Ju s beglnr}ll)g to bear.

not! ails, which has been continued during the Com-
pdny s governinent, of assessing the ground, not the trees, from the
period of commencing the garden at the average reut of the neigh-
bou.ring paddy-fields, aud demanding nothing more when the trt(’ees
begin to bear. ’

The foregoing is the prevailing usage between the Sirkar
and proprictor of whatever description ; but that observed by the
landlor.ds is to grant their Challi Guenies from one-fourth to
(t)}rlle-thxrd the gross produce and to their Mool Guenies one-half

e gross produce, because the Jatter are bound to plant young

trees in li
- 1s in lieu of decayed ones, and not to scll or trausfer their right
in the garden land to any but their landlords.
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It is not customary to demand any additional assessment -for a
few betel or pepper vines intermixed with the cocoanut trees, be-
cause it is sufficiently known that they injure the productive
powers of those trees they are suffered to embrace.

Pepper and Betel-nuls.

92. These gardeus are not assessed in any particular manner,
but pay exactly according to the quality of the paddy-field soil they
are formed upon, They areto be found near the foot of the ghauts
in every talook from Sedashigur to Cavai, and are almost all cultivated
by the landlords themselves, who -are principally of the Bramin
caste termed Hyger. When any of these gardens devolve to the
Sirkar they are rented out at one-third the estimated gross produce,
or, if that cannot be had, they are given away to the highest bidder.

Hence it appears that ‘the mnute division of the gross produce
of gardens in Malabar between the Sirkar and the cultivator does
not obtain in Canara, where a specific tax per trec or a fixed ground
rent is demanded without reference to the produce of either. It
is conjectured that about two-thirds of the proprietors of gardens
below the ghauts pay the land assessment and that the other one-
third pay upon the trees.

93, With regard to the difference in the present rates of
assessment in Canara below the ghauts, compared with the new
Pymashee proposed by Mr. Richards for Malabar, I have only to
observe that I conceive Government are drawing from Canara a
little more than onie-third of the gross produce, as stated in the 11th
paragraph of this report.

94, I now return to the proofs I had to advance that the te-

nantry of Canara, but more especially the

On this point the Colleetor w C e ava Q : 1 f
. 01 : Mool Gue are still in gpossession 0
will be explicit, stating, on an ool Guenies, are

examination of Mr. Raven- half the gross produce.
shaw’s and his own survey in
Fuslies 1211 and 1212, what is
estimated to be the tenant’s
share, °

1st.—TFrom Mr. Ravenshaw’s
survey and enquiries in 1801.

«« The Nisp, or half of the gross produce, is reckoned as the ryot’s
or under-tenant’s share ; the expense he has been at in preparing or
planting gardens is then calculated, and an allowance as Nutaul
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is made thereon and enteredin thenext column. The two sums
.together are the supposed total dues of the ryots, and the b'l]anc;’
is con§id.ered as the landlord’s rent payable to l)im’~ but the n(:\t co;
lumn is m"cended to show the amount absolutely ,puid' to hing now
!)y cach of the 1T11dcr.-tenants, "This amount, however, is probably
3}1‘ many cases incorrect, and considerably less thzm’hc recelves.

he tenants are, no doubt, instructed by the landlords to re ‘I‘ sent
:ﬁ:::{:ou'n; tlzety pay lto him as less than is the casé ;;gnltgpcg

MR o _oget s rent to Government lowere 1' At wny T A
to insure its be : d, at uny rate
the o oy s e ol e 4 the s Fnving U
They care not how et thets w , ‘ea( iy concur in his w}shes.
and they know the %nly wa;”tobzirl:)?({l‘lti r?Prése“ted‘ o Fhe Sll:kar,
insure, if possible, a remission of thei 5 mCl‘e“:SC o tharown s {9

s of their landlords.

(134 . ] :
e am[‘ he1t e w‘Lll always, however, be a very great disproportion in
ihe ount paid by the under-tenants to their landlords from the
owIne ¢4 3 H ’ > i /
ng causes. Many of those entered Challi Guenies or tenants
. D < > I

at-will are, no doubt, Mool Giueni for-eve fixe
4 » Mool Guenies or tenants

' ; s-for-ever, @
and low rents which they h e

: ave continued payi 1s ti
neither any improvemes ted paying to this time, for
neither ! neats they may make to their farms, however
uch he |
16y may increase its produce or however high the landlord’s
own estate may be raised by G ses
own et A atsed by Government, are sufficient causes for
ase o >nant’ ani
Canars may t]le btcnant s rent, and thence the under-tenants in
ruly be said to enj 1 ’
1joy a more quiet possessi " the
lands, a greater share of the prod of g ! the'lr
seward for ang extraon o, produce thereof, and a more certain
iy ) uhlalylabour and expense they may be at, than
- parts I 3 i [ (
rent must fall p ]S. of India. Every increase of the land,lord’S
rent . t upon him alone: many of the farms rented by his un
-tenants were proebably in par -
flr-enar Cwﬁle plobcllbly I part waste or prepared at the time of
g » colisequently the rent fi |
, xed upon them waslow, '
same Jand m: in RN
and may now be as good as any in the talook, but cven the

tents of the Challi Guenies, or tenants-at-will

continue to pay , so long as they

them with regularity ;
therefors, Lol | with regularity, remain the same. It may»
» be presumcd that the landlords in very }'ew cases receive

one-half of 4
He gener{x‘llyl:etzitltas]’t"}?duce of the land they lease to under-tenants:
and what he e € most productive lands in his own handss

ut, though of an infor;
» though of an inferior sort, has most f'reqx,lcﬂt]y
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a great capability of improvement, which the tenants will naturally
take advantage of, under a confidence that they alone will reap the
fruit of their labours. The rent they pay is calculated on the ability
of the soil at the time of their taking it, not on probable improve-
ments they may make ; if, such had been the case, Canara would
long ere this have been a desert. "

« By the accowpanying abstract survey register of 5 villages
it would appear that their total gross valuation is Star Pagodas
2,341-0-67, of which only 793-19-49 is paid to the Moolgars, leaving
a balance of Pagodas 1,547-35-9, including Nisp or half the gross
produce, to the Guenies or under-tenants, and the settlement of the
estates composing those villages for the current year being 724-23-9
Jeaves only 68-41-40 clear gain to the landlords. This statement,
I conceive, may be incorrect, particularly in the amount paid by the
tenants to their landlords, who have no doubt combined in making
their tenants mis-state circumstances to the surveyors.”

2nd.—Major Munro’s remarks on Mr. Ravenshaw’s survey,
July 1801—

«By the statements it appears that the landlords have very
little rent for themselves after discharging the public revenue.
Tomboottoo is the most desolate and hilly district of Barcoor, and
it is not unlikely that at the period when it lost the greater part of
its population the landlords were forced by the difficulty of procur-
ing labourers to rent the greatest part of their estates to under-
tenants ; but even admitting this to be true it will hardly account
for the very great number of those tenants, and there seems, there-
fore, to be reason to suspect that the landlords may in several
instances have instructed their servants to call themselves tenants.
Some parts of Kurkul, Buntwal, and Kurup are as thinly inhabited
as Tomboottoo.  Their tenairts are also pretty nunierous, but they
do not bear so high a proportion to the Jandlords as in that mogani.
In Mangalore, Vittel, and all the best cultivated districts by much
the greatest share of the land is in the hands of the landlords, and
this, I imagine, is the case even in Barcoor, near the sea. I think
it also probable that the Challi Guenies or tenants-at-will in some
cases have been called Mool Guenies or tenants by purchase,—that
is, for cver, because the landlords may get some additional rent
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el

times " pt at long intervals in £ .
.when the additional assessment was 8 el‘,"ll? in former
valuation, vas 1mposed ‘after a new

1 H |
- All the 1.and now in cultivation in C
re was cultivated many centurie

nants encouraged them to lmprove
could, ‘

anara and a great ‘deal
s ago ; the stability of the te-

The o end 1 every field as much as they
oroduce ofspvem/y.ears z(;];y[ wd(m/dlord was calculated upon the
e Lyears while under lids ow /

n managenent. These ex

ent. 1 ex-

V {1“0' 1mes b’) 1
. ) I n Oftel) r ca )d S 3
[¢) SO ll]al] mor S ¥
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} ‘0 S.O L - ms ances i
or

main stationary, Gover
o iary, Government could scarcely ever derive -
al revenue from the tenants.at-will ¢ any addi-

rice a y gained both
gam . gd an abatelr.lent of customs he is not now ent; |

e Indulgence, as in 1209, of a remission of rent for(?ll tlec to the

1e

of hi : )
" Cls];:'stattes,. he ought to be obliged to pay for the whol
uitivates it or not, at a rate not | 0
There i / ot less than the Nuggur asse
s (;3 ‘1:.1111’0 necessity for excusing him when anotéflgfn m“0551116nt.
i . " ma
leave his \:’ng 1/;“; pay the amount, forif e is indulged he willll Caln b
than the orst lands waste and claima greater remission fi . "}Vlays
. . 1 for
nent, Wh};ctet;lv;‘rth.. Ilf the rise of the price should become01 etme;?
perceive, aud afte 1sb .1tt1e room to doubt, the landlords wiﬁ soon
years  that theree?s Em% convinced by the experience of several
they will ey 0 danger of its falling to j
. [ eve . o its ol ‘
™y where raise the rents of their tenants a(: 3:‘,’; r"‘g‘;’
. ’ enants-at-will, an

additional rent
ther by advan-

by arise of

¢, whether

by this means become the more a

wastle parts.
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ble to pay the full assessment

of their estates, whether they -are in part waste or not. This is
one among the reasons for distinguishing the Challi from the
Mool Guenigs, which is not done in the statements, though it has
probably been done by. the surveyors.”

3rd.—From my own enquiries and long residence in
Canara I am persuaded that the obligations between landlords
and their tenants-for-ever are preserved with great fidelity, and
that, owing to the increased demand for rice, and the high prices
prevailing since the Company’s government, those tenants are in
possession of half the gross produce every where, and that the te-
nants-at-will pay their landlords from 50 to 60 per cent. of the gross
produce ; in support of which opinions I have to observe that few
instances have ever come to my knowledge of the creation of any

new Mool Guenie, but on the contrary the landlords have always

endeavoured to get more lands into their immediate possession

or for the purpose of renting them out to Challi Guenies.

95. If, therefore, it should be admitted that the tenantry of
What the landlord’s share Canara below t.he ghauts' are supposed
and what the Sirkar’s share of generally to be in possession of half the
the gross produce. gross prOdUCe of the lands they culti-
1t question—How much is the

vate, I come now to the importar
ar’s share of the gross produce ?

landlord’s and how much is the Sirk
shaw’s survey and inquiries, already quoted,
landlords in very few cases receive one-
t to under-tenants, but he
and that

1st.—By Mr. Raven
he seems to think the
half of the net produce of lands they le
admits that they retain the best lands in their own hands,

the rents of the Challi Giuenies are sometimes raised.

9nd.—Major Munro’s reasoning on the surveys of Mr.
Ravenshaw tend to prove that the landlords’ condition must soon
improve under the Company’s government.
n able to collect from experiments
and enquiries ? am led to suppose that the landlords are, generally

in possession of six-tenths of the gross produce of their
t of the Mool Guenies’ share being

ice of grain produced upon the

3rd.—From all I have bee

speaking,
entire estates ; the improvemen
counterbalanced by the rise of the pr
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!and-lords’ own lands as well as what they receive from their tenants
in kind, and the liberty they possess of raising the rent of their
tenants-at-will, and the Sirkar’s share throughoutb Lower Canara fluc-
tuates between 30 and 50 per cent. of the gross produce. / T ilis wide
difference is easily reconcileable when it is considered that the
l.and tax of Canara was never formed from actual survey, and that
its estates have undergone numerous revolutions. e
. MQrGC O'(I;il; following remarks in a letter from Major Munro
. irn, member of the Board of Revenue, dated 31st
October 1800, are not only applicable to the present’ su(b' et ‘but
shows how correct his judgment has proved to be on‘th JLC" ¢
state of Canara. After advising a trial to be made of a sitf;?r;iint

r h t,() 10 eS(, lentdl [8)

1] 1
demani[lf ;;r appearsl that though you realize them there is no great
.waste ?.nd§, and that the collection still requires th

sGa:rme attention that it did the first year, you may then reckon tl i
gr(())\sf:mrl:gﬁz recst)ves ~sometl?ing between 40 and 50 per cent. of ’gl?e
Cultivg{ ce. 50 per cent. is us'ually admitted to be the expense of
.d 1on,. mc.ludm'g labourers’ hire, &c., and as I findthat th

idea prevails in this country, and that lands are univ 'a l; elsame
under-farmers at « fixed vent of what is either supp o.s;e(; 71?1)3 of'th:(i

been found on experi
perience, equal to half the gr ; ) .
doubt of its being pretty correct.” If the gross produce, 1 have little

N
n ext;me?;e S(Ilr:?;ﬁz,m;lngor n\:;,as:;lg:?s, as has been already noticed,
;‘/}?::0 the difficulty 1 have had 'm( 81‘2;[11-12?“2]:}10:22@‘/25jeus‘YN}:.];
with anyg‘éi;fi? otf?c(::;gte that, had we any means of aSCertainian
y what the Sirkar share actually is lb
rest would be easy, for by reducing it to 25 per cent 'y 15, the
preduce whenever 1t was more, and by letting it remaiA Qll:ntt/fui;;ocsg

wh i
enever it was. less, we should be as sure of realizing our land rent
as we could be in England, &c. (

27, - s dear
The number of Sirkar estates, deduced fibm the village

The Collector wi
. ill also state ¢ .- .
what 35 the . vo als a:t?mei accounts i Fusly 1222, are 8,352, but

number of §; 0 e 1t 1 | .
the tenants‘ssl}rx\;:; ?sm{:s’ vhat f these it is probable that several in
is who culti- every talook are private, though called
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vate those estatcs, and Govern- l)ublic, that they may be held at a
il‘lﬁﬁfm'{{:c:gj ]i':itii‘:_kur and o queed reut. Tt would be extremely
' difficult, without the knowledge derived
from actual survey, to state the exact share of the tenants and that
of the Sirkar hpmf ctich estates : 80 much depends on the ryot’s
family and way of lite, which is not always adapted to his means.
[t is not, however, supposed that the cultivators of those estates
derive any greater advantage {lan the Challi Guenies under a
Tandlord, «'on'ﬁcsﬁucntly that the Sirkar and cultivator nearly divide
in most cases the produce bhetween them.  As @ proof that their
vent is considered high, they are never converted into private pro-
perty without a reduction being allowed of a fourth or fifth part of
the rent. Tt is from them entirely that an addition to the number
of private estates is occasionally made, for no one in Canara will be
at the labour of levelling fresh lands so long as any of these es-
cheated estates are to be found. Theyare gcncraﬂy tilled by tenants,
who, apprehensive of betig remoyed after two or three ycars’ occu-
pancy by a higher rent heing offered, coarch out in such cases other
waste lands which they oceupy @ simitar Teagth of time.
03. 'The number of persons, whether landlords or proprietors, pay-
The Collector will further state if he possesses the g direct to Govern-
inth}'nm‘tiou.11<)§v many landlords or propri(':(‘ors.thcr‘e ment 1n Fus]y 1222,
et o s s 1 B toother with awcnge
Tussildary the average of each man’s pn)'.;.ncnt. })LlylnC!ltSHl cachTessil-
dary, is as follows :—

' No. of Persons. Average Rent.

S.Ps. . c.

Mangalore ..o..-- R 7 £ ;S L. 11 41 6
Belaul o oveevees o 6937 el 3 15 41
Buntwil «ev oo 5,614 .eveoo..o 10 32 30
Barcoor ...eeseass 5,431 ..., .17 20 65
Cundapoor ..... .. 3483 ...l 18 19 42
Onore .o.vvevenas L 4,080 ... ... 1123 18
Ankola. covivevann 4,713 v ceens 6 16 31
Soonda. .- .. 6,830 L.l 8§ 4 40

Bilgh .. A B 1 IR PRER R 1329 13

Total. .. .43736{1

i

General Average. ... 11 37
12 guwm

)
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Qiato N g
Niatement D, exhibits examples of 5 estates in every
talook and express \ . o
o Xpressive s informat
1t is desirable that the Collec. pressive of the information

tor should turnish a statemeut here required, ouly that the cultivator

of a few estates in ea i being 3 1
. ests ach dis-  Pemng considered  while : ‘ne the
trict of which the Sirkarrentis  land as provr while | oceupymg the
collected  divect from the te. &A% PTOPriCtor, no atrempt 1s made to

, nants, showing *POSS 1y istinguish cheir 1 i
ek, show l{)fotli):(%’”;ls ‘f}.‘“l‘“-v dlstmgm,,n el respective profits.
i ¢, the Sirkar e Jdowery | : : :
:en‘t’ the Tmlord-s or promic. o It is deserving of notice that the
or's rent, and the s ST Sirkar ¢ ; v
tor's rent, m; tt:.]](q,&‘::r-phih ‘e rkar and cultivator appear to divide the
g auts share. produce pretty equally between them, as
o i [ R . N «
bt that the (Hﬁe . 1.1entl0nu1 in the foregoing paragraph,
h rence 1s avour of o as it s
b, The et Iy favour of the cultivator as it should
] .t., amples 1 this statement were by no means purposely
: ,; may, therefore, be necessary to observe that the per
ceitage » Stekar e ; ' " ' ]
i age of the Sirkar rent to their total produce valuation, appear
no 2 ‘ - . . M » ) ' > o
t}o s0 equal throughout them all, is occasioned by the custom of
1e counfry in renting s i i L
g such cstates, which is invariabl
s , s mvariably done at
supposed gross produce, T i
gross produce, There can be little :
therefore, if the rent of these and all the Sirkar cst)tt ch ((‘l()llbi,
. > dirkar estates - Canar:
were reduce : F ¢ i i A
' ced to 30 per cent, that their cultivators would 1
mediately become their proprietors | .

30. Recourse was first | i

. SC wa st had to this meas T
it T tns measure i ]‘usly 1220,

) and hac not pursued 1t wit .

f'1‘11_& Collector will explain how | 1 pursued it with great leni-

ar it may have been necessary 1Y the examples of sale would unques-

to resort to distrain f 1

N UL or the 11011&1)1 7 h'l\’C l)(‘ > ¢ N

: Ofl 1, i th i - lb ).}‘ « -Lll maore numerous, I,llC
]] I . wheth mb]y rivat nimbper Of I)I‘l\'ll[,c (’Sti{t,(}.\' \\'Ill(fll ll‘dVC

estates have been sold for l S { )
. ar- yeen .'01 Coarrears [
Tesrs C' re 't, an 1 W]lﬁt nulll‘l)(}r d f()l (lllel S (){ J‘Cl]t ]12!\'(‘ })Cell

ﬁ:;i?)%eﬂi;ﬂfgot(}uf}(lfop,mVincc 81, 'lS detailed in paragrapl 49.
: Company, " 31 . Returning to Major Munro’s
i the 2nd paragraph) he )ioccr olt the .“)th I)ccgmbcr 1300 (quoted
encoumgement\md ) proceeds to ?:ay down Instructions for the
and improvement of this sort of land as follows :—
. Garden land pr - “ Lover
‘:gf’ p:’;;:}_‘rl“;?dp g;ltlécl bem]E\ mly encouragement should be given 10
,cardamoms,  V¢tel and pepper gardens, ¢I'his has already

cocoanuts, &e. T}

i S, &c. The same  heer . R .

11?:?1?:&2“}! Is  Tequired neen]donc by relinquishing the Sirkar’s mo-
eq 107 1 .

the head oo®d 25 under poly and interference of every kind, and by

f assessm i
sment  leay .
caving the sale perfectly free, so that it 19

91

on land producing grain  probable the owners are now in the enjoyment-
with respect to the rates f oreater advantages the il L
originally adopted, and  © greater advantages than they ever were
subsequently followed or  at any former period. Nothing more 15 wanted
altercd in assessing gar- o4 ¢ covore in the I and to allo
den lands. , but to persevere in the same ine, and to allow

, » them, without the apprehension of new
demands. to carry their culture to the utmost. The land rent of their
gardens, where it is below the Beddenore or Rajah of Soonda’s
assessment, onght not to be raised beyond the standard, for as the
Hawlet duties of a well-cultivated garden are six or cight times
greater than its land rent, the angmentation of its produce ought to
he considered as the only object deserving serious attention.”

) 8

32. The same remarks, as stated in the 5th paragraph of this
address, are equally applicable to the garden rents of Soonda and
Bilghi. Itis, however, incumbent on me to remark that those
talooks having, since the departure of Major Munro, been con-
stantly subject to my own superintendence,  their annual settle-
ments have always been made with great moderation and with a
view to their peculiar produce and condition. As a proof of this, the
net increase between their settlements of 1209 and 1222 (Melwasst
being deducted) is only Star Pagodas 6,413-14-62, of which the
chief part is from the oxtended cultivation of grain lands and

addition to those which were lowly rented.

33. It is much to be regretted that the expectations enter-
tained by Major Munro of the prosperity at which these talooks
would soon arrive have not been verified ; on the contrary the
demand for their produce has never been alike for two years
togéther, while the Sirkar assessment and Hawlet duty have in
consequence borie heavy upon the cultivators. The fluctnating
state of .their produce and demand for it is to be found in all my

reports, and, I am sorry to say, continues to the present hour.

34. With regard to the present supposed assessment of these
two talooks, 1 must premise that a very great difference prevails
now in the prices of garden productions to that stated 1 my report
of 3rd April 1802. The average price of pepper per candy of 560
Ihs, was then &, Pagedas 26-27-13, now it is onlv %, Pagodas 9.34-0;



betel-nut (average of three sorts) S. Pagodas 9-17-25 per candy, and
now only S. Pagedas 8-11-77 ; of cardamoms per maund of 23 1bss
S. Pagodas's-8-3, now only S. Pagodas4-39-75 ; consequently the sen-
timents so confidently expressed at that time of the Lightness of the
assessment no longer applies. T am of opinkon that their presentgar-
den assessment may be about 33 per cont. and grain assessment 49
per cent. of their gross produce upon a comparison of former and
present prices and the percentage derived from my actual surveys

in 1802, which upon garden produce averaged at that time about
15 per cent.

35.  With respect to the tenan®s share above the ohauts, that
usage 1s not observed in the cultivation of gardens 5 the cultivators
are most commonly the proprictors, consequently they unite in them-
selves the profits of both. Tenancy is observed upon grain fands,
agreeable to the usage of Canara, and in many parts Warrum or a
division of the crops is also common. The tenants above the
ghauts arc almost all Challi Guenies.

36. That the sale of the products of gardens has been at times

mpeded by the weight of the Hawiet
_ Inaddition, hoy'f;‘m\ totkls  (notwithstanding its veduction in 1807)
mformation the Collector will

show what has been the oper- J(»‘“wd to the want of demand, cannot e
ation of Hawlet duty dwringthe — dopjed, It was evineed more particularty
14 years of our poswezsion on

the gardens above the ghauts, i l“US}y 1219, when the quantity of olc
whether it has impeded in

any degree the sale of tho pro.  PCPPET 01 hand was so great, and the de.
ducts of the gardens. mand for it solow, that, had net yeur Boar

acceded to my requiest of remitting twe
rupees per nidge, nearly the whole would have been either lost o
sold at the most paltry rates.  Indeed, the ideas entertained by
Major Munro of the dependant state of the adjacent coumtries upor
Soonda and Bilghi for their produce have ever appes ‘
be much too sanguine.

37.

ved o ome b

This has certainly been the case ever since our accessiol
’ el ry . o .
And whether the cxport of Canara.  The duties ewere \rcqucml.

duty by seahas been injurions 1 ¢
; s been mpuriows — represenied by me as too high, but an,
to the sale of the produets of l Yy ‘ =

gardens below the ghawts, alteration was deferred until the sea cus

toms regulations were modified, whic
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sundry circumstances led n:xe to expect woluld1 hzct; ;ebgﬁzrilexz \i::;:
severz-ﬂ years ago. Early in 1812 Mr. Bla ce be 1 mOd?ﬁcaﬁon_s
the sea customs of Canara, and several altgmtmlr)? :m(f nodifications
liave been nade in the dutics levied by him. The following we
in October last :—

. 1
the exact rates levied A

' .\ ‘ Land Duty i
i per cent.
l meluding | Centage
G e O | ik
. ARTICLES. quantity. ; ‘ “1»3;@ it | ” Duty.
reaches
\ the sea,
iS.P. f. c. ’
. .. Per candy \ i .
Betel-nut, Tst SOt et g ng, | 1412 69 1 5| 20 4 2
| Di L1925 b 20 | 25
Ditt 9nd diftto e D!“f’ | 70 ° 20 o5
e ded difto ...l Ditto TR B2t ] 95
};1'30 '4)11111 ditto «...  Ditto (% 25 -'(/) l i 20 5
e ‘hite Golee) b Ditto 19 0 | h R T
PDltto {whnte Uroic \ Diito 96 0 0 74 7} !
epper eesesecere por mond. ‘ |
Cardamoms, Ist sort .‘ o8 s, || 12 58 4_)) ({) 8 ii
Ditto 9ud ditlo. | Ditto1 jnwes 0
: 4 dit | Per candy ) }
Sandalwood, It ditto- - BT 4o g - T
i Ditto 36 25 b4 2 2
. o Ho..... D 25 o1 ) . 10
]Igl'ﬁo 3:\5\ 3:&«2 Ditto | 30 38 40 | o )
itto . :
i

stionably 1o sth in the tariff

These rates are unquestmnabl} too high, be e
Tnati 1 duty levied; but it would be superfluous ¢ iy
yvaluation anc i be sl o e,
into any detail here in consequence of the receipt (;f(‘; o Ll“t
m i i ioct, dated 22nd October 1as

eparate communication on this subiect, dated Q~11u1 ,

topwl‘ich a particular reply will her cafter be forwarde

) S -¢ been abau-
1 it 1s imagined that few gardens have be E

2. Although 1t 15 UNag To . heir cul-

3. g - olv. it is certain that their cu

1 ber of gat doned entirely, 18 2 7. tances contract

‘e nunber of gar- . A - stanc g atl-

der; 1;1(;;]§Zetnlicncreascd, orthe tivators have i mauy mnsta b abandon

antity of garden land has o4 the space of their labour by ¢ a

éeen diminished. ;\Ir.}GO\;?x1 e @ portion of their trees; that in the

. . . that the o ¢ .

n his reports states o I PO N7 P

]cultivati(n}l of grain h“dl"”“ arious remissions granted in the settle

found morc profitable, and ga- e Targest shave has always been

: sequence i
den land had in consequei . SN o g yo-
been in many €ases sbandoned. wven to the l)lol’UetOlb ol g.vlld(,llb, es}

o
o
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cially in Bilghi, and that a proportion of the labour of the country
has been annually diverted from garden to grain lands, the demand
for grain having been much more constant than previous to the
Company’s government. The proprictors of gardens-are all Bra-
miis of the Hyger caste, who perform a very small part of the kubour
themselves but depend principally upon labourers from below the
ghauts. As the demand for their produce has been so very low and
fluctuating for many years past it is generally believed that the
pepper vines, betel trees, and cardamoms are not in so flourtshing
a state now as they were ten years ago,

1t has occurred to the Board 39, In exammi“g the COllecgions of

that, as the price of garden the Hawlet duty during the last 14 years
produets is represented to fluc-

tuate considerably from vear to & constant fluctuation appears in a much

zear, it might be desirable to  greater degree than would have taken
x arate of duty, but to allow . . -
the Colleetor wnder the authe. Place had the demand for the produce

rity of the Board to alter the  been commonly steady, such, for example,
tariff value at the time of sale

in each year, inorder to meet as the salt 11101]0})()1)/ exhibits, [ am,

the selling price of the vear. thercfore, much 1)10{156(1 to find a mode
On this plan the Board desire

the opinion of the Collector, as suggested by the Board which will afford

also his sentiments on any  the most effectual relief to the proprictors
other modification of the IHaw- of gardcns.

let duty, in order to afford

further enconragement, if such 40.  'The Board propose to alter the
should be found necessary, to

the cultivators of garden pro- tarift value; but as the products of
ducts. gardens have hitherto been subject to a
specific duty per measure, without any regard to their price, it will
answer the same purpose if the present duties are occasionally
lowered, or a drawback allowed upon a proper representation of
the necessity.  With this view T shall first exhibit the duties they
formerly paid, those they now pay, and the manner by which I would
recommend the drawback to be allowed.,

95

Lormer Rutes of Hawlet Duties.

Pepper. Betel-nut. Cardamoms.

i
i

Per Nidge | | i
of 20,736 1 ‘ |
Rs. welght | \ ‘ Per Maund
in Soonda | h‘jf’m | Zudsort 4 Srd sort 1 of 960 Rs,
and 17,281 P Nidge. T per Nidge. | per Nidge.
Ra. weight ¢ X . <‘

in Bilghi. \ ,

weight,

P el QP fc.

|SPf e BPE e SPE e
Soonda woeceesie ] G 96 51 32046 3 817 143 8 116 57
Bilght vvvueuiunnn. | 63360 529 742071 2 6 60l 116 57
J ! ! |
Present Rates of Fluwlet Duties.
Soonda .veaeces il 5 g3y 51023 22 7163411057
i \
- | | | ]
Bilghi o ovvvvee ol 5 6390 310 230 2 95 57) 1 634/ 116 57

The additional relief which T propose being occasionally grant-
ed in the shape of a drawback is to lower the established rates in a
simple and uniform manner by foregoing either one-fourth, one-third,
or one-halfas the case seems to require, and upon that article for which
there happens to bea great want of demand ; and consistent with such
principles I would recommend an immediate drawback on pepper
of one-half the present duty, or Star Pagodas 2-25-57, without which
it is to be apprehended that the cultivators will abandon thelcalbe1 of

ir vi ] X ; bec i > ' s valuable.

their vines, and their gardens become in consequence less v:

t. I also beg leave to recommend that the nidges of the
two talooks be abolished and made equal to the candy of 560 lbs.,
for a practice has obtained which I did not foresee when I tho.ught
it advisable that the measures of the two talooks should remal‘n as
they were. It seems it is common for a mer.chal.lt to purchase a nidge
of pepper or betel-nut in Bilghi, proceed with 1‘t to a Soonda Haw’-
let chowkey, where, as it does not amount toa nidge by 3,456 Rupces
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weight, he gains that difference in customs, and occasions a deficient
exportation to appear in the Bilghi Talook,  The inland duties be-
ing now regulated every where by the candy, requires also the aboli-
tion of this ancient measure to facilitate the preparation of the
monthly and quarterly accounts, o

‘

Rates of Hawlet Dutics, the Nidges being veduced to the measurcment
per Candy, and exlibiting the duties also proposed for the

Mogani of Hunnur.

| - B | T
; Pepper. Boetelnat, 1
b | Carda-
T “ Ty v - T T mons per
ALOOKS, : ) Ist sort. | 2ud sor ‘ 91 ears | Maund
!’(‘!1'_(‘,1111(1‘\' | ud sort. | 3rd sort. | of J60
Lof 560 Thy | - - — l e Rupees’

“ weighit,

- S

Per Caudy.‘l’er Candy.|Per Candy.] weighe.
|

P o § l
REN LN (-.“S.I’. f, e3P L8P L e3P ¢
| ‘ :

| ! |
Soonda 21 'v;’l 3030523 7()"l 11042116

.

.

.
.
]

Bilghi....

.
)

2

~3}

1
T

i
GO 9 ol o g mpe N
J, O D052 RE /(); 1 10 4.)‘ 1 16 57
Hunnm'................j-3 G A7)

t
110 42‘\ 1 16 57

| .

I'y N - . . .
42. In the year 1803 a communicution took place with the

Resident in M_)'SOI‘C, Major Wilks, concerning a hardship in the
payment of duties levied by t \ /

a small mosani call nat government on the produce of
g ogani called unnur,

(3 ) AY ) ‘ N
attach.ed to the Cundapoor Talook, and wlich has not yet been
remedie s thes 03 ar : -
? nodlcd., As tl ese duties are levied upon the produce of the
Company’s territories, within which the customs servants of that
government arc obliged to maintain two chowkies tor the )
ascertaining tire produce, collecting the d
o
attly at haren Saore b . N
p‘uft.ly at Ikaree Saugor in Mysore, and as such a system not only
]n ‘\ln" . Y ' . » . ’ o
o tbes 11])(;}1 the Company’s dominions hut en
state to interfere wit] inferi " thi
et re with the internal management of this provinee, 1
mend that the same be 1o longer Hem i

bitants of onger permitted, and that the inha-
ntants of Hunnur participate he i '

pate mn the udv:mtzlgm just proposed for

ST 3 . - H ~
situated above the ghauts, bat

wirpose of
uty partly in Iunnur and

powers a foreign

07

the Bilghi Talook to which Llunnur has anear affinity. J'lhe

revenues thus derived by the Mysore Govergment amount .to

about 1,600 Star Pagodas annually, and the duties are CalCL.l]ated

upon nidges c¥ the same weight as obtain in Bilghi, according to
ool v

the following rates :—

That upoh pepper is Star Pagodas 4 per nidge, upon betel-
nut of the first quality Star Pagodas 4-2-7, upon the secon(} Star
Pagodas 3-22-14, and on the third Star .Pagodas ‘1-1667. Should
the right to these customs be vested in the Company, I would
recommend no alterations to be made in the pepper ; but thf)se
upon betel-nut I would advise being I‘)Ie}ced upon the same f'(.)otmg
as now prevails in Bilghi, and as exhibited for that purpose in the

third table of Hawlet rates preceding.

i : s principal alterations in the mode of
43, The foregoing are the principal altu.atlons in the e o
levying the Hawlet duty which I could wish to see established.
b M ‘. . » ) >
Should any further encouragement to the proprietors of galdeni
» sary, 1 ‘ s place in a reduction of their lanc
be found necessary, 1t must takL' })]d.CL in a reduc fon of :
assessment, the propriety of which is alluded to in the appendix

to this address.

44. Statement L. contaius the information' he.re required, in
 which it has been my principal endeavour

,-.llf:{:ﬁ"s‘: iéﬁcﬁf)cl},i(t(:;t ‘t‘m to procure the real prices received by th(t
average export prices of vice landlerds of estates, not that of merchants
in cach year, and, if i unpossessed of landed property, whose
power, a statement of ‘tl.lc : nd op e
wholesale sclling price of each })lOﬁtS fluctuate glcdtly every ye:,n s bu
article of garden product M, o 1y, G proprictors, being obliged to
e ‘provide at stated periods for the di{;c;har.ge
of the Sirkar rent, cannot avail themselves of thosc-opportmntle‘s for
speculation which the merchant may, who is not liable to an)f‘btlllc:l;
demands. Besides, it is; I conceive, the proﬁ.ts of the cultlvzftom lfl .
the Board will be most anxious to ascertain in areport of this nature.

45. The following are the rates of rice and gard.en pEoduce
said to have been fixed when the Shist was introduced into Canara,
and which T have contrasted with the average prices received dur-
1 ’ ) 03 Lp—
ing the Company’s government:

13 sum

N
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to the causes and periods of change in the duties by sea and land

upon betel-nut and cardamoms are equally applicable to them as to
pepper. ‘The variations in the duties levied upon cocoanuts have
been occasioned partly by a change from the Mamoo! to tariff rates,
which upon several occasions have been revised.

47. The pressure of the sea customs upon the people, as
allude(.l to lately by me, is partly owing to their rise from 6 to 8 per
cent. mport duties, to the high valuation of articles by the tariff,
also to a positive increase demanded upon the produce of the upper
country on exportation by sea for the space of the last twelve
months, which, though authorized by the Board of Trade, bears
very heavy on the traders. It consists in levying the full amount
of sea customs in addition to the Hawlet, deducting from the

. 4 e . . . .
total only 5 per cent, or the general inland rate in the following
manner :—

I‘ i
) Betel-nnt, 1st |
. ! L‘}')In“r_ e ‘[ S()l‘)‘\t ]LK'l n(luu\(‘{v - Cardamons per
andy ol 560 Ths.! ™ b Ler jp o l Maund of 28 1bs.

| i

|
The Hawlet of Soouda ........ ISR ey ‘
Sea customslevied by My, Blake! i

|

aft(;r deducting 5 per cent. uponi
tariff value ...... .. .. .. P3 12 68 ¢

238460 LY 0

rp | ‘
Fotal....i 8 37 671 6 S5 10, 2 36 0

Previous to M Bluke's up[)uillt—l ‘ i

ment the total by the Mamool |

levied was ...... | |

R % G556 4 7191 1 2y 2:&
Increase now complai ! - M-»_—u—i_—”___-;“ Sy
owplamed of Lo000 2 32111 9 18
4 o2 ) 05
l | ‘ ) )7{\

But as the sea customs ar . . ‘ ‘%
v customs are about being modified it would be
superfluous enterir
48,
Naleg of I,
ther of {age
jerson
whether

B 1g into further detail concerning them here.

A Fardl . N - ~

)] accounts received from every ook it appears that
and —"The O .

e e Colleetor will state whe- the foll )Wiilg‘ have been the

years ﬂl(} transfer i : f 5

to an ) anster of ]ﬂﬂ(l fmm one ste 0 ke :

anot.hel has ‘)ECOIHC more l’l'()(]ll('n((‘ t]‘a“-‘ r‘\‘ ' Sak}"‘ (){ ld“d
Ly

the price has ;
1as v vy H . . .
S0 general inereased or among the inhabitants, €»-

.
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decreased, whether sales iu satisfaction of arrears clusive of such as were or-
of rent have often been necessary, and whether | . .
sales “in satisfaction of decrees of Court are d.eled t‘Obe madein satisfac-
numerous. A statement of the average price at  tlon of arrears of revenue
which lands sell in each purgunnah compared . Yt .
with the Sirks! reni in a few estates in each or decrees of the Court : .
district would be desirable.” Colonel Munro, from
the opinion expressed in the following extract of No. of

this report, dated 9th November 1800, appeaved Fuslies. | pgates, | Amount ofSales."
to think that land was not every where sale-
able at that time ; he observes that “Canara has, |7
_“however, now completely fallen from this state of S.Ps. f. c.
«prosperity,  The evils which have been conti- ’
“nually accwnulating upon it since it became a 1209 15 974 21 17
« provinee of Mysore have destroyed a great part 1210 59 | 2532 28 49
€ Af' . . H 1 1= E2

of its former population, and rendered its remain 1211 110 5,386 22 14

““ing inhabitants as poor as those of the neigh-
“ houring countrics. Its lands, which are How 1212 126 7,637 ?7 51
«galcable, are reduced toa very small portion, and | 1213 103 | 5,233 30 17
*“lie chiefly between the Cundapoor aud Chender- 1214 94 ] 11,34y 7 &7

“ gherry rivers, and within five or six miles of the 1215 128 { 6,016 7 31
«sen. It is not to be supposed that the whole of 1216 | 127 ; 7,056 15 60

« this tract can he sold, but only that saleable 1217 141 7,378 9 51
“lands are seattered over part of it, thinner in L1218 187 | 11,408 17 29
¢ some places and thicker in others, partieularly in 1919 998 | 18,535 31 14
“the Mangalove district. There is scarcely any | 1926 389 2‘2:3()8 18 26
‘: saleable land even upon th(i sea coast, any where 1991 978 | 22343 38 46
«to the northward of Cundapoor, or any where o0 - 27",,'. 14 37
seipland from onc end of Cauara to the other, 1222 395 O
“cxcepting upon the banks of the Mangaloreand ="~
“gome of other great rivers. In the vicinity of [otal.
“the ghauts the lands are not only unsaleable but
* the greatest part of them is waste and overgrown  The price of land has
« with wood.””  The Collector will report whether .

in this respeet any improvement has been experi- increased con31derably, be-
enced of late years in this state of the landed cause the 1‘eglllatiOnS of

property of Canara, and whether private estates . £ 12
are saleable in every nart of the province. Government allow o

per cent. ouly to be received as interest, whereas from 18 to 24 per

cent. wasextremely common previous to their introduction. The

owners of land, therefore, aware of this, exact a higher price for it.
49. The following have been the sales in satisfaction of arrears

of rent:—

2573 [1,55,815 20 9

Amount of Sales.

Fuslies. No. of Estates. sps. f e
1219 ..., ] 5 41 62

20 ... . . 124 47
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50. The following have been the salesin satisfaction of

103

53. Statement H. exhibits the information here,required. In

decrees of the Court :—

Tillage Taxes and Licenses.
S. Ps.

Actual for 1221, 5,582-44.27
Estd. for 1222 . 5,407-3-56

175-40-51

The expected decrease un-

der this head of revenue is
represented to arise from the
absence of some persons who
are liable to the taxes.

The Collector must be desir-
ed to furnish a particular ac-
connt of each item included
under this head of revenue.

my letter, under date the 5th February
1813, [ recommended the abolition of
several items, on the plea that the con-
tributors, in consequence of the introduc-
tion of the land custom regulation,
would be subjected to a double demand.
In reply to my letter your Board disap-
proved of the grounds for exemption
pointed out by me, but observed that I
should hereafter receive particular orders
respecting personal and professional taxes,

Fuslies. No. of Estates. Amqunt of Sales. |
1216............ S .o 186 25 57
1217, ........... 19 ..o, 3,321 24 GO
1218............ 15 oo L,037 14 24
1219, ... 0oL 9 oL, 986 38 45
1220.,.......... 8 . 978 12 69
1221...., e 24 ... ..., ceeee 1,372 4079
1222, ..., L. 26 0, 3,131 12 68

Total . 104 ... .., 11,013 44 2

ol. Statement G. exhibits the information required by the
Board, though differing a little in form from those of Malabar.
These examples are drawn from sales which have actually taken
place, the average of which give 11 years’ purchase,

52. In reply to the quotation from Major Munro’s letter re.

garding the state of landed property
vanced that the value of land has ris

in Canara, it may safely be ad-
en since he quitted the province,

both from the security enjoyed under the Company’s government

and from the reduction of legal interest.

the sales of lands by talooks will,

required by the Board in a satisfactory m

I hope,

The following abstract of
exhibit the information

anner :—

Talooks. No. of Estates. Amoung of Sales in 11 years.
Mangalore. .. ...... . 550 . 56,236 34 57
Bekul ..., ... 925 ..., 42,749 20 45
Buntwal .. ... . . .. 212 ........ 23:105 15 60
Barcoor ,......... 396 ..... . 16,479 40 64
Cundapoor. . . .. e 176 L 5528 9 51
Onore ..., .. ... 28 ........ l‘ 5,606 3 43
::fr?;‘; Creevaan U6 L, « 4862 22 14
Bilghia AEEEEERIE § B 61 6 34

......... 39 .

.. 886 1 48
ﬁgls 20 19

and that if any should be considered to be particularly oppressive
they might be abolished on a proper representation. In conse-
quence of this I have not attempted to collect the taxes ex.flumerated
in the aforesaid letter, in the hope that they will be abolished ; for
though several others may be termed vexatious and rathe?r oppres-
sive, yet they have not become more so by the introduction of the
custom regulation in the manner these would be, were the‘zy now to
be insisted upon. As their amount is small, and as they arise from a
trade in articles already included in the tariff, I again beg leave to
urge their abolition.

54. But that my replies may be rendered as complf:te as pos-
sible I shall here recapitulate the whole of the taxes Wth!l, I con-
ceive, ought to be abolished, with my reasons thereon, and in lieu of
the revenue thus relinquished to recommend a light house an(? shop
tax leviable at certain towns and populous places only, accordmg to
a method which, if the proposition is approved of, shall be detailed
hereafter. ‘

(1) S. Pagodas 102-3-68, ¢ Kassin Churta.” T his is an ancient
tax levied in the Rani of Beddenore’s reign upon shroffs and bazaar
men to cover a loss upon the exchange of pice sent fr(?m Nuggur to
the lower countyy to be returned in silver and g(.)ld coins. It should
be commuted for a shop tax, and impartially levied.

(2.) 8. Pagodas 11-19.74, « Buttoo Kaniki.” Levied upon the
merchants of the town of Mulki, being a gift formerly agreed by
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them to be paid the pagoda, but which was usurped by the for
mer government,

(3.) 8. Pagodas92-20-46, « Moguer Munday Aunnah.” This
may be changed for an impartial house tax.

~(4) S.Pagodas 6-40-14, « Jansally Kutta.” A tax formerly
paid to exempt certain contributors in the Mangalore and Bekul
Ta.lc_)(?ks from the expense of forwarding coir to repair the public
buildings at Nuggur.

(5) S: Pagodas 0 6-34, “ Pauni Terrighie.” A tyifling com-
pe?nsatlon paid by one ryot for the usc of water from a particular
rivulet,

_(6.) S. Pagodas 3-11-47, « Katti Kaniki”? A present from
ce.rtal.n Moplas in the village of Oolal, Mangalore, to the former
reigning governments.

(7.) S. Pagodas 79-15-8, < Kutti Carack.” See my letter of
5th February 1813.

(8.) . Pagodas 1-31-40, “Moopen Kaniki.” Similar to
No. G.

(13.) 8. Pagodas 92-30-69, ¢ Jooly Carack.” See letter ol
5th February 1813,

(15.) S. Pagodas 69-16-6, «“Pun Bile Carack.” Ditto.

(16.) S. Pagodas 27-1-74, < Choodavey Carack.” This may
be changed for a house tax. ’

(17.)  S. Pagodas 13-36.77, « Sugar-cane tax.” See letter of

5th February 1813,

g (18.) 8. Pagodas 528-13-G6, « Wurgah Carack.” 'This was
levied as a compensation for customs upon the produce of the ryots’
estates bl.'ought to market for sale, but as they now pay the recular
custom's in common with all others, this tax should. in mv o i?]ionl
be abolished, although the amount be considerable, ’ yOR

(¢ >
(19.) 8. Pagodas 6-20-20, *“Chumar Carack” See letter of

5th February 1813.
((22(1)) S. Pagodas 81-39-17, «Teili Carack.” See ditto.
2, s
) S. Pagodas 4-37-23, « Momeen Carack.” Ditto.

(22) S. Pago d
,changed-into g h;‘zeisaxg.g—: 6-31, “ Coomba Carack.” May be
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(24.) S. Pagodas 22-4-60, * Nummuck Agger.”  This extra
tax on salt-pans ought to be abolished, as it is a payment exclusive
of the land tax, originating in a gift of Government for permission
to allow certain salt-pans to be worked.

(25.) 8. Pagodas 3-3-17, « Goode Carack.” Sce letter of
5th February 1813. .

(26.) S Pagodas 235-9-51, « Garden tax.” As itis payable
on fruit and vegetables, already exempted from customs, it should,
in my opinion, though rather considerable, be abolished.

(27.) S. Pagodas 29-35-3, Betel-leaf tax.” See letter of
&th February 1813.

(28.) 8. Pagodas 251-0-26, ¢ Dookan Carack.” This was
formerly a commutation tax levied in lieu of customs upon the
articles dealt in by these shopkeepers; but as their goods are
now subjected every where to the general inland duty, the levy of
this tax operates as a double demand, and should be abolished.

(32.) S. Pagodas 23-35-29, « Kaniar (arack.” This may be
resolved into a regular house tax, and levied in every talook instead
of a few only.

(33.) S. Pagodas 4-16-31, ¢ Paddy and rice tax.” A small
oks only, the origin of which is not very well

duty levied in two talo _
as partial should be

known, but being trifling in amount as well

abolished.

(34.) S. Pagodas 0-25-57, Fire-wood farm,”  Of a similar
nature with the foregoing, and should be abolished.

(35.) 8. Pagodas 112-16-6, «“ Bile Carack.” This is a vexa-
tious and unjust tax, originating formerly in voluntary alms given
to a fakeer, and from long continuance has been considered as a
fixed revenue, though the object in which it took its rise no longer

exists.
(36.) 5. Pagodas 0-9-51, « Mendicant’s tax.”

33 and 34. , :
(37.) 5. Pagodas 0-9-51, « Tax on stone carvers.” Ditto ditto.

Similar to

(38.) . Pagodas 116-1-49, * Kakishaw Russoom.”  During
the reign of Hyder Alian order passed to levy coutribution for the

J4auMm
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tl ey 1 .
;)Ze of a fakeer 50 named, and payable by cultivators of the land. It
Ing an oppressive and partial impost I urged its abolition
(39.) S. Pagodas 0-5-63, « Ta i
. as -6 ax on silk dealers.”  See letter
of 5th February 1813. ’ el et
(40.) S. Pagodas 3-10-7- .
- Lagodas 3-10-74, ¢ Chunam Carack.” . This was
formerly levied in lieu of cus hansed ir

toms. and mav be chaneed into :
house tax. > 1wy be changed irito

(43) 8. Pagodas 97
. Pagodas 97-39- SWeichers' { Thi iol
nated in a custom of o J7-32-11, « Weighers' fee.” This origi-
a custom of giving the weiohers in a fe dfu}
of the ol xS ighers m a few talooks a handlu
produce weighed by them, which in time < 11
the Sirkar, ¢ y - ’ me was usurped by
car, and shoultd be abolished
45 S P'lO‘O' o~ Y .
e pE’ivil)e N ; @ttflﬂs 163-36-77, « Wioloo Benua,” the renting
ge ot cutting pubh ’ e it .
P ct,l g pubhe ‘ha‘\. I urge its abolition, as hy leav-
“;.,. ‘ ftel e p?mer classes of ryots may thatch their huts or feed
eir cattle at a less cxpense ] ' ] '
. . wan when obliged to purchase it of
a renter. ' - ! Lol

N - D N e - .

l({%6) S. Pagodas 87-9-532, « Wanali Gavallah,” or jungle-
wood farm, proceeds from renting ivileae of felling timber
wood 'l,{]. oceeds ¢ ting the pn\:nkgc of felling timber iy
o noopa district, whence 1t 12 conveyed into the Mahratta country

ere this tax abolis s advantaces resultine [ i
) s ttx. holished the advantages resulting from an increased
em.‘m([. for timber, clearing the Soopa district and extending its
(Jllﬁlyatlon, would soon compensate the loss, It is surely a very im-
1 LAX et Ebe 1 .
politic tx.\ to be' permitted to obtain when the nature of the Soonda
country is considered.

s Paoadae 90 < y .

' (4;7) b Pagodas 26-2-46, « Merasy Carack.”  This tax was
orjo : v AN y e s 4 M ] N
] “U]mtlt lyl lelx)xcd from the ryots to pay police and other oflicers, but
1as latteily been considered as the rieht ; s

as | y been congdugd as the right of Government.  As it is
partial and invidious it should Lie abolished.

g s 2o Kol Uatah? the vl of
. 0 gers acros: rivers or nullahs in Soonda, and as
1t empowers an individual situated in a remote part of the country
to oppress travellers, its abolition would open a channel of competi-
tion favourable to the inhabitaits,

55. r 8 ey . v
desirine n“" Botud will please to observe that I am far from
desting a relinquishment of g0 many taxes, amounting i the
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aggregate to Star Pagodas 2,323-12-17, without an equivalent being
drawn from the inhabitants in another and more impartial manner, [
have not noticed such taxes as may easily be commuted either into
a shop, a house, or professional tax ; neither have I touchied upon
certain farms which, as they do not injure the community, may be
permitted to obtain, such as the ¢ terra japonica,” honey farm,
ashark-fin farm,” &c., though these and similar other petty farms had
better be transferred, with your permission, to the lately established
head of « Petty farms and licenses,” when the village taxes will
consist of what I think they should always do, viz. a compensation
to Government by those who do not contribute particularly by their
wealth or labour for the protection they enjoy, collected under
one or other of the foregoing heads.

Arrack and Todidy Farms. 56. This branch of revenue does
Aetual for 1921.. 9’1‘:;)[,;:.) s hot promize to improve much, unless a
Bstd. for 1222, 8,080 1157 greater number of troops were stationed

125 1 1 within the province. Any increase does

The small deerease wnder this head of Revenue is attri- not scem to me
buted to a want of competition among the bidders in the Man- very desirable
galore Talook. 'The hesitation of these personsto engage n .
the rent is represented to avise from the losses and troubles unless it . arose
to which they are exposed from the prescnce of the Zillah from an en-
Court. Mr. Read instances the case of Rustomjee Cowjee which L d sale pri
has formed the subject of correspondence with the Bom'(.i. anced sale price
The Bonrd are not prepared to admit that the case of this hich micht be
however hard it may be to bim individually, affords =
any reasonable ground for the apprehensions represented to 3ttempted if a
be entertained. The appeal of Rustomjee Cowjee from the yeduction takes
decision of the Zillah Court was rejected by the Provincial .

Court orly because it was not preferred within the lhwited place in the more
period. 1f the Pr;g\’ixlc]ia{'(}oxll‘lt lmdla(lmitted]the appeal, t}])(el: important arti-
Board are disposed to believe that the original decree wou

have been reversed. If a similar case should oceur it will be cles of the land
Mr. Read’s duty to advise the party to appesl without delay. rent and salt.

person,

' 57 This is a branch of revenue the raising of which beyond
Ferry Farms. the most moderate rate of individual

S.Ds. ;
Actual for 1221.. 620 31 55 payment I have carefully avoided, for

sstd. for 1222.. 397 7 31 in a country SO intersected with rivers
93 27 24 and unfordable nullas the obstacles which

E———

A triffing decrease appeats they occasion should notbe increased by

e thi 1 which requires
‘:rédf;,;::i head 1 frequent aud heavy tolls.
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I’_he policy of renting out the ferries has heen frequently dis-
cussed among the local authoritics in Canara, and were none other
but the inhabitants of the country concerned in crossing the rivers I
should certainly recommend the ancient Merassi ls.v%lr(’\m whereby
many families procured alivelihood who are now Ma‘t thc, mor-cy: (;f'
the 1‘ent.ers; but the necessity which exists of providing at all times
of the night as well as day for the crossing of troops t:ppal pe‘olls,
?ndt;evenue servagzi has rendered the present mod; more efficient
orthe purposes ol Government, while the ancient Merassidar
are willing, are always preferred as renters.a mh?ct Felnttl:nsj ::?él’;:’f—’;:l:z
pass public servants going on duty free, also sepoys whlen they go
sn.ngly, bl.lt when a detachment or guard marches illn'ouorh the plz)-
vince a bill for the number of rivers at the established r;c’es is drawn
out and recovered from the military paymaster. L

58.  The Board’s proceedings being dated previous to the expi-

1' " . Al
obacco Rel‘-’;u; ration of Fusly 1222, it first becomes
. N.
Actual for 1221 .. 38,549 21 5 1ecessary to correct the comparison exhi-

Estd. for 1222 .. 35,500 00
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ther in his opinion reduction  places, only they could supply themselves
Zi‘uf:;fm‘:’(;:?lgt cg;gg:;c;ﬁof:"] for half that sum. In Iusly 1209 this

; branch of revenue yielded only S. Pago-
das 11,820-44-33, and, supposing as much more to have been enjoy-
ed by the renters, it would amount to little more than half the
present net revenue ; consequently I am inclined to believe the peo-
ple pretty correct in stating that this article still costs them double
what it did 14 yearsago. The late reduction, however, has yielded
the inhabitants universal satisfaction, and I do not think any further
decrease will be necessary. Though the reduction of the monopoly
price took place only on the Ist November last, [ have reason to
think that there will be an increased quantity of tobacco consumed
in the course of the current Fusly.

60. The observations of the Board do not require any parti-
cular remark. I shall, therefore, only

for 1221.. 5,860115']1 o3 Observe with respect to these islands, that

Estd for 1222 .. 4,357 25 12 as their inhabitants are by the monopoly

15133111 of their produce precluded from obtain- -

Ameendivi Revenue.

3,042 21 5

The Board rezret to observe
the expected decrease wnder
this head of Revenue. It is
ageribed partly to the increased
purchase price of the article
and partly to the expense of
extra Sibbendy, which,however,
Mr. Read has reduced by dis-
missing the Amins. The Board
approve of this arrangement
mud of the distiibution of the
peons among the frontier
chowkies. Mr. Read has 1¢-
presented the tobacco mone-
poly as one of the canses that
keep the people poor. Before
the Board can subscribe to this
opinion and recommend any
alteration in the rate of the
Inonopo]y it will be expedient
‘;O:‘; Mr. Read should in-
1 the Board how mucl
more the necesgar 1 1
tobacco costs g f:(ﬁ'f.ﬂuf\f
under the monopoly, and whe.

blte.d in the margin, the real decrease
having been only Pagodas 184-5-12.

This branch of revenue was so fully
considered in my report dated 21st Aug-
ust 1813, and my proposal for lowering
the monopoly price subsequently acqui;
esced in, that it only remains to reply to
that part of the Board’s proceedings
wherein they require to know how much
more the necessary supply of tobacco
costs an individual under the monopoly
than it did prior to the monopoly,

59.  The average information which
[ have collected gives 3 Madras fanams
per month as the very least that will suf-
fice a poor individual, and that previous
to the Company’s government, whet
tobacco was rented out in a few populou®

The decrease under this
head is attributed te the dear-
ness of the rice, to e levy of
duty on the quantity of rice
exported to the islands, and to
a deficiency in the produce
owing to the want of rain. Rice
is delivered to the inhabitants
at the rate of Rs. 2 per mora,
in part payment of the coir,
whereas the average purchase
price of the rice amounted to
Rs. 23, occasioning a loss of 1
rupee on every mora of rice
snpplied. Under date the 8th
Aprillast, arelerence was made
to Governirent relative to the
levy of customs on the quan-
tity of rice supplied to the in-
habitants, and His Excellency
the Governor in Council has
been pleased to direct that the
amount shall be refunded, and
that the rice exported on ac-
count of Government to those
islands shall not be subject to
the payment of duty.

ing more than the regulated sum for their
coir, viz. 25 Rupees per candy, that it
should be made optional to them to have
the whole paid in rice or money at the
uxed rate. Rice such as they use very
seldom exceeds 2 Rupees per mora, and
I believe Fusly 1222 is the only year in
which Government sustained any loss.
The foregoing indulgence of having their
produce paid for entirely in rice or money
is all that seems wanting in the Revenue
Department to make the islanders con-
tented, but they appear very anxious to
have some person of competent authority
appointed to settle trivial disputes among
them without the necessity of embarking
for Mangalore to obtain justice. The
revenue establishment consists of a
Monigar, a Shanbogue, and 2 peons at a
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monthly expense of & Pagodas 9-0-0. . The former comes annually
to Mangalore in November with the first boats of the season, and
states any information he may have collected regarding the islands.
Their duty 1s to expedite the dispatch of the nroduc(e, and to see
that none is disposed of to any vessels, attcmpt‘ing to touch at the

islands for that purpose.

61. The figures in the margin

Road Customs.
S. Ps.

Actual for 1221.. 71,585 16 8
LEstd. for 1222.0 59,457 23 37
12,027 37 51

Tu the Sth paragraph of his
letter Mr. Read states that the
estimated amount of voad
customs for Fusly 1222 s Pa-
godas 59,557-23-37, or a de-
crease below the actual col-
lections of Fusly 1221 of S.
Pagadas 9,882-21-49, which
would make the aetual col-
lections of I'usly 1221 amount
to Pagedas 69,440-3-6 only,
whereas from the comparative
statement  enclosed in M.
Read'sletter it appears that the

are now corrected asfollows :—
Actual for 1221,S. Ps. 71,585 16 8
bDitto for 1222, | 66,730 20 14

Difference. ... 4,854 40 74

S ~

cxhibiting a much smaller difference than
I expected at the time of completing my
Jummabundy for 1222, This decrease
may confidently Dbe attributed to the
causes stated in my letter under date the
16th January 1813, The road customs,
however, being now regulated upon an
uniform and iberal footing, promise to in-

Salt Revenue. S.Ps.
Actualfor 1221.. 69,4403 6
Fstd. for 1222 .. .. 58,500 0 0

10,940 3 6

The decrease under this head
of Revenue is attributed chiefly
to the employment, by the
Mysore Government, of the
salt dealers and their cattle in
conveying grain to the anmy
in the Deccan. The Board
trust that the Collector’s ex-
pectation of an increased sale
in the-ensuing Fusly will be
realized, and that le will give
every attention to the improve-
ment of this important branch
of Revenue. Fhe Collector
will report the operation of the
monoupoly, and will state what
it now costs an individual to
supply himself with salt, and
whatit formerly cost an indivi-
dual, whether areductionin the
monopoly price would be likely
to be followed by an increased
consumption of salt, and in
what degree the pressnre of
monopoltes he alludes to is ap-
plicable to the salt monopoly.
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Actual for 1921 S. Ps. 69,440 3 6
Ditto for 1222 67,336 41 51

Difference . . 2,103‘6 35

With regard to the expectations en-
tertained by me of an increased sale in
Fusly 1223, the season is not yet sufficient-
ly advanced to enable me to judge, but the
greatest care is now taken to proportion
the manufacture to the demand and to
increase the net revenue.

64. Having lately succeeded in pro-
curing a reduction in the monopoly price
of tobacco, to the universal satisfaction of
the people, I am happy that an oppor-
tunity is here given me for urging a re-
duction in that of'salt also. That which
I am about to propose 1s, however, on]y a
partial, not a general, reduction.

65. Itis well known to the Board

that the country south of Cundapoor produces but a small quantity

collections from customs in the  cprease llCl‘CilftCl‘, cspecially when the sea

last year amounted to Pagodas
71,585-16-8. customs shall have been lowered,
The Collectoris desired to
explain this difference. By the o . . :
oer:;tiou of the custom re. 62.  The only articles sulject to the
gulntion enacted in the list road duty which require to be parti-
yeara great proportion of the lar] iced hore ar . 1
duty which was formerly paid cularly noticed here are pepper and bete
at theinland custlom chowkies  nut produced i Canara and exported
is now paid at the sca custom R . ST o
house. . This, of course, led ta  ADOVE the ghauts. The final regulatio!
diminution in the amount of of their dutics must, however, be def‘erred
land customs and to a propor-
tionate increase in the amount
gr sea customs. In hjs letter munication on the customs, dated 22n
ated the 16th January last, |
M. Read explained that the October last. -
lnterruption to trade occasion-
ed by the army assembled in
the “Decean also tended to
dimivish the amount of the
revenue from customs.

. . . i are
63. The figures in the margit A
now corrected as follows :—

till a rveply is given to the Board's comts «

of salt compared with the country to the northward, and that as
the trade from Mysore is carried on chiefly with Mangalore a large
quantity is imported from the talooks of Ankola, Onore, and Cunda-
poor annually. Td meet this expense it became necessary to ad-
vance the price of such salt 5 Pagodas ; when the general rate was
fixed at 25 Pagodus it was raised to 30 Pagodas per garce at Man-
galore. DPrevious to the monopoly a salt depdt had lon.g b?en
established at Buntwal ; but after a few years’ experience, 1t being
found expensive and abounding in many opportunit'ies of frauds
and peculations, . your Board consented to its abolition, and the
traders, leaving their cattle there for the sake of better forage, now
convey the salt they purchase at Mangalore in boats to Buntwal.
They could formerly purchase at Buntwal Canara salt for 22 Pago-
das, Goa salt for 25, and Arabian salt for 27 Pagodas per garce.
They can now purchase Canara slt only at 30 Pagodas per garce,
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and-are obliged to ¢ e for 1 >
e ged to come to Mangalore for it,  Such arc the changes
iich the wholesale dealers have experienced ‘

. 66. Those experienced by the inhabitants of the country
lying between Buntwal and the bottom of the gliauts have -bee"
]‘iltll(:l‘ more disadvantageous. ‘They could fOl‘l:Cl’ly purchase at
Buntwal either of the above sorts of salt at rates decmed fir and
moderate. 'They are now under the necessity of purchasing Canara
salt only from the wholesale dealers as they pass tln'ougl; thg country
at an a(%vance of 30 or 40 per cent., aggravated by the shame-
fu} prz?ctlce which the dealers sometimes have, of aduli’erating their
salt with sand, thereby increasing the hardships of the poor.

67. The abolition of all foreign salt has certainly caused
many of the inland dealers to forsake Canara for Malabar, where.
1 am told, it is still permitted to be imported. To encouraée again
their resort to Canara, as well as to relieve the wants of the petc;ple
depending upon Mangalore for their supply, it seems advisable in
the first place to equalize the price of the salt every where through
out Canara—that is, to fix the general rate at 25 Pagodas per wrgce-

68. This will either enable the Bunjarries to Ddispose of?'DP ;;l 1
salt at from 27 to 30 Pagodas as they proceed to the bottom of 1tellee
ghauts, or the inhabitants to provide themselves with it at that rate
bﬁf hiring cattle for the purpose; and, as a further encouragement‘ to
:h:tr;xel:;(;halr)lés)fr‘eq‘uentmg‘szura, it ‘becomes.me to recommend

y be permitted to supply the Collector in Malabar with an
?nnllaquualltlty of“ Canara salt, and allowed to 1gport an equivale‘n'f
t]r](:?edo"t‘})ay fll (10?1_- B'y an advance upon the sale of foreign salt,

reduction Ihave Just recommended will be completely redeemed
-whll.e the wants of the people will be better supplied. "The foll W"
ing is the calculation I have formed on this subject ';— o

Present System.
1,000 garces of Canara salt, being the average an- S.ps. £ ©
nual import at Mangalore, costs the COlﬁpmv
\J . ¢ v
at Star Pagodas G per garce ' ’ : o ¢
Freight for tl oo 6,000
¥ r the same, including Doney and cooly
vire, at Star P: “
re, at Star Pagodas 4 per garce .......... 4000 0 ¢
Carried over, ... 10,000 U

'
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'SP f. e
Brought over .... 10,000 0 0

Wastage in transportation and before whole can
be sold, at. 15 per cent.. ..ot 900 0 O

Total charges .... 10,900 0 0

Qales of 850 garces at S. Pagodas 30 cach......eo 25,500 0 0
Net profit. ... 14,600 0 0

e ————

Proposed System.

Total charges...... 9,650

500 garces of Canara salt at 8. Pagodas 6 ... ... 3000 0 O
Freight for the same as above at  do. 4...... 2,000 0 O
Wastage 28 above. ..o ovvvvrne e orece S 450 0 O
500 garces of Bombay or Goa saltat do. 8 ...... 4,000 0 0
Wastage at 5 per Cents . voeveeerresreres 200 0 O
0 0
0 0
0 0

Sales of 425 garces of Canara salt at 25 Pagodas 10,625
14,250

Ditto of 475 do. of Bombay do. at 30 do...
Net profit. ... 15,226 0 ¢C

e
6z5 0 0

or a difference in favour of the new system of ....
I therefore conceive, provided Mr. Warden can find a ready sale
for 500 garces of Canara galt in Malabar, that a trial of this plan

should be made.

69. The rate at which it is supposed an individual could sup-
ply himself formerly with salt was from 10 to 20 cash per month
according as he happened to be situated nearer or further from the
places of manufacture.  The above prices comprised 2 quanti'ty of
64 seers of 24 Rupees’ weight.  Tam of opinion that the inhabitants
of Canara, owing entirely to the uncomimon cheapness of salt, were
accustomed to lavish and waste it in various ways, especially in the
curing of fish and manuring of cocoanut trecs, and that an increase
of price has obliged them to observe a more frugal use ofit. Con.
I am inclined, by all the information I can procure, to
enditure of an individual at one fanam per month
is still far below the ratc established in

sequently,
fix the present €Xp
for salt, which, T imagine,
Bel]ga].

15 3eMm.
¥
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. . ;U' {he ])1-9:,.:1111,. (,»f"tllis monopoly, occasionally 1\161\1&()]1941 m
t\\i}cnell)\(;ftb(’y‘dll»llftl?d principally to ‘thu condition of the people be-
‘ ”anha ore and the bottom of the ghauts, who are very nume-
rous. The exchange of commoditics betw - o y e
habit i ) ween the traders and in-
itants is, no doubt, considerahly affecte.l by the former being
(fbhged to give at least three times the price they did for salt l)er/-
forel the 111?1101')()]y was introduced, and as it must now be )Ll;‘;il“lﬂcd
il,lltt;e:g wxltl; relzuly money, the inconvenience is felt by ll}Oﬂl‘; ‘b‘ut,
> wetur .
improvggr;)y 2]:;;]::]1]&(:;:(1){{;:“uCYS) their condition is unquestionably

Seein’;]i.n t'l]]il:b].f:]rff:lf{]i\r:ll([,lfcf ()n?yl ;1lt§1‘:lti<)zxs I am desirous of
S € or, as t e poorest classes have late-
Jreccived o F{ﬁ\ﬂﬁc({:ﬂ m' t‘ i udurced price of'tobacco, as the sea
. - y are, I hope, about bring lowered or oc-
casionally modified, and as the inequalities of the lind tax will als
I trust, be hercafter removed, the inhabitants of this 1)1“ovi11c0‘\:;)l}
then be as capable of puying the general established rate for their sal
as th‘osc of any other under the Mudras Government,  The (id‘t
tion in the price of salt which I have recommended is n.ot only re on
able,. but necessary, whether the revenue increases hereafte)r :)rdr‘joélj
but if a small proportion of forcign salt is permitted to be importoed1
I may cc.m.ﬁdently state that the revenue will improve.  Previous t«
tbe abolition of fbn'?igll salt the expenditure averaged 3,918 garces
since the abolition it has fallen to 3,139 garces annually. i

. 3 le Stat(‘d ar H ( |

From what has been stated from time to cecdedso well as was CXpeCt

tim i 1 o) A . .
e on the subject of this garden the Board are ed. But from this experimen

led to conclude that it wi
il not answer the ¢ 1 i
expected ; they desire to receive the Collcctolrl’li much information has bee

opini : J S .
pinion on the expediency of giving up the at- deriv ed, the result of whic!

tempt to rear the sandal t in 8i 1
' rees in Sirkar gardens, 1S C sar i
2:1;1(1 (;f 1-elvcrtmg to the old plan of sowing the that the sandal tree requi
u places genial to the growth of the tree. both shade and water and

t00 wet durin the rai a soil whicli will not becom

garden, Compglred ,r‘}lilsi also .ﬁ'om the size of some of the trees in th

cultivation is ab IWlt ! those in the jungle, that a certain degree ¢
absolutely uceessary to ensure success ‘

Sandal-wood Gm-dén.
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23. To unite these advantages and to procure a valuable sup-
ply of sandal-wood at as moderate a rate as possible without incur-
ring the expense incident to the formation of regular gardens, I
propose the following plan : —That eligible situations near to villages
in Soonda and Bilghi be chosen, that they be {enced in to exclude
cattle, and the plantation ¢ntrusted to the Potail of the village, he
receiving a small remuneration for his trouble. The trees to be
watered Dy the inhabitants of the village till they attain a certain
age, at the lowest rates agreed to. The following calculation of the
expense of rearing 20,000 trees scems to be the most advantageous
and moderate rate of procuriug a supply of sandal-wood : —

Fencing in the situations when chosen, as already B.Ys. f e
mentioned, at 5 B. Ps. per 1,000, ........... 100 0 0
yiwe monthly pay to each Potail for taking care of
1,000 trees at 1 B. Ps. per month, or anuually. 240 0 O
Watering 20,000 trees during the hot months at
1 B.Ps perl00 vvnvunsnvenenneeeees 200 0 0
Total....540 0 0

74. In addition to this I would recommend that the establish-
ment entertained at present for the sandal plantation at Bunawassi
( S. Pagodas 150 per annum) be continued for a few ycars longer,
as out of the 6,000 treesat present in the garden 4,000 ar¢in a
very forward and healthy. state, many of which would decay were
the establishment immediately abolished, but which a little longer
care may enable them ultimately to reach maturity ; also that a suf.

ficient number of teak trees be planted immediately throughout the
These trees, from an experiment

of Torests at Sedasighur, and seen
ached the height of 12 or 15 feet in
ery slight degree of care.

garden to increase the shade,
made by the Acting Conscrvator
by me a twelve-month ago, had re
the short space of three years, and witha v

75. I also beg leave to propose that the pay of the present
manager bz increased to 8. Pagodas 5 per month, to enable him
to defray the additional expense of moving about, and that the
whole of the plantations should be placed under his superintendence,

the Bunav
Thus vith
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'S
20,000 trees : : Y
; s at the end of six years would cost Government S.

P{'l as : ..
godas 3,846-38-44 (in addition to the present annual sum of 150

Pagodas ich time it ;
o Cf,‘urthg; a‘t ‘wluch time 1t 1s supposed they would require little or’
o un . fc‘;le,‘and at the expiration of 50 years waquld produce 3
ds o S : ©
the first sort of sandal per tree and 2 maunds of inferior

Sa d * n 10 «
ndal, or 5,000 candies, at the probable value of 100,000 Pagodas.

76. T " M . o . F s .
Ihere are altogether 3,272 public buildings of Hindoo

Repuirs of Pa rorshi
. ) godas and WOl ship an : : . .
Mosques, and  adeimistrar pand 131 of Mahomedan musjeeds

o o ! that ar "
ﬁ\ftﬂfeu jcwnues.f’lhe Col- t are supported from the revenué,
ctor will recapitulate the Pesides several other places of private
o IT1VA

measures taken to secure tl i
en o o ‘ e
due appropriation of the en ovship supported by individuals. ‘There

1 are alc

pg;\;llir;e\x‘::)smrg tlllese.lg)laces of arc also some Roman Catholic churches
up ; he will explain ) l

under what control the revenue SllppOlth WhOHY by the proselytes o

is disbursed, and to what extent the Roman faith. The important Qs

the bulldln"s ha\' l i 1 [ y
o € been repawre 1 | >

:)?tll,::(;,rz \Si:::z the acquisition lzmds' under the control of pagoda
S - 7 establishments was fully considered in
tlytel er o your Board dated 20th July 1808, and my opinion
Y R T ) . N ,
;1 btl'le; prevailing mode (since Vusly 1211) of paying all religiou;
esta 5 ‘
lishments from the treasury should be continued
acquiesced . o

Theilr present annual revenue is as follows :—

c chn [¢)} )l()(lll(,(, [¢ ¢ R \.-)0‘ ¥ q f'
) ; - . . . .
Ill mon ’ t ma © > S 3 -

V L A T T 1] ‘
bJ

Total.... 37,0890 36 0

e =

dleurse(ly tl}e ]nonthly p lyln(’“t l f' t ll(ki 1 Ae:snl(l ars

. < ” S T1Irs Sellt tO th Vl‘ ' -1 1‘ 5

hO dlSCll roe th S I A : ,
< e s kS‘ f ac I ( (}eks

W aro 1 S(lee v (] [ (/h )ago 1‘

11 o ' . o . « o) ((l«. ll tl]CSC tu: l

SO]CI tO e irs, 1 1 1t is 1
. au}’ ildgl)aus, i which it is impossible, in a climate so destrugdsi
f all bu ngs, to meet their wishes ' 3‘1‘
it ¢

Their general apper
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conveys at once a notion of this, for the funds appropriated ‘o
repairs being very scanty none can be bestowed but upon the' niain
fabrics, leaving their surrounding walls and entrances in a dilapi-

dated state.

78. No repairs at the expense of Government had ever been
made to these buildings until the month of November 1808, when

it was pleased t

o comply with my recommendation that the sum

of 3. Pagodas 16,999-18-0 should be expended in defraying the
repairs of certain of the principal pagodas and mosques, repayable in
ten years by monthly stoppages from their allowances. Repairs
were accordingly made within the three following years, and half
the amount has been recovered, as the Board will perceive by my

last quarterly return.

But as the sum appropriated to the number

of buildings repaired (225) averages only S. Pagodas 75-24-64

each, it may be supposed the rep
extensive, and many are consequen

airs could neither be very solid or
tly still in a very bad condition.

Should Government be pleased to grant any further assistance

hereafter, it would,
dewustaun

repaired in a thorough manner,

I think, be a preferable plan to select one
and one musjeed in each talook annually, and have them

after an estimate of the same had

been fully considered and approved of.

[

Roads, DBridges, Ferries,

- Choultries and opining of

Ghauts.—The Collector will
explain - what improvements
bave been made under each of
these heads in the province of
Canara since its acquisition and
at what expense to Govern-
ment.

9. These subjects werc so fully considergd in my letters of

21st January 1807 and 25th July 1812
that I must beg a reference thereto.

It only remains to observe that the
roads and ghauts in particular require the
carliest attention, for the labour and dif-
ficulties experienced by travellers upon
most of them are very great, and impede
the trade of the country.

In 1807 the sum of S. Pagodas 1184 was granted me to r'epair

certain roads and bridges,

and in addition thereto the annual repairs

amounted to about S. Pagodas 250 per annum, including those
made by Mr. Ravenshaw, —total in 14 years, Pagodas 4,684,



The Board had indulged the
hope that from the superior
facility, compared with other
provinces with which the land
revenue of Canara is collected,
that the land assessment was
more moderate in that pro-
vinee than in any other district
under this Government, and
that the constant market
which existed for the princi-
pal produce of the soil and the
favourable price obtained for
it, had rendered this moderate
land assessment, fixed so long
ago as Fusly 1209, still lighter ;
and as the” monopolies of salt
and tobacco were introduced at
rates falling short, in the cage
of salt, the rates introduced in-
to other districts, and in the
case of tobacco at rates not
much exceeding the selling
prices which prevailed pre-
viously to the introduction of
the monopoly, as stated by Mr.
Read himself on the occasion
of the late discussion respect-
ing a reduction of the mono-
poly price, the Board did not,
under thege circumstances, ex-
pect to learn that these im-
posts, comibined with a mode-
rate land tax, had proved bur-
densome to the inhabitants
of Canara.

Impressed as the Board were
with the belief that the circum-
stances of the inhabitants of
Canara were improving under
the Collector’s lenient adminis-
tration and the protection af-
forded by the Courts, they have
read the remarks above quoted
with great regret, and in pro-
Portion as it is desirable that
the burdens of the people, if
cXcessive, should be relieved, in
the same degrees it is necessary
that the Collector should expli-
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80. My report having been drawn out when the Board’s ro-

ccedings, under date the 26th November

last, were received, obliges me to notice '

them here.  The four last paragraphs

only demand reply, I shall, theretore,
combine what I have to say upon them in
the order which I think best calculated
to express my sentiments,

81.  The statement forwarded with
my letter of the 15tk October professes
to exhibit a comparison between two
documents already before the Board, viz.
the settlements of Fuslies 1209 and 12922 ;

but it is incumbent on me.in a report-oi”

this consequence to correct, where neces-
sary, the errors of my highly respected
predecessor, when the adoption of his
figures would exhibit an erroneous v

: iew
of the revenuc,

IIis settlement for 1209
included several sums under the head of

land rent which arose from the followino

sources, »z :— S Ps. ¢ j
Road Customs ........ 432 39 ’)

Tobacco ............ 2,959 97 77

Arrack and Toddy «oo. 896 7 31
Total, ... 4,288 29 33

To form a just comparison, therefore, with
these fuslies not only that amount must
be deducted but likewise the Coorg ces-
sions, when the true settlementof land rent
in 1209 upon the present extent of Canara
will be Star Pagodas 440,630 34 20
that of 1222 (Melwassi ©
being dedocted)is .... 464,304 2_9/4,[
Increase \ 93,763 40 21

e oo

citly state, in the report expect-
ed from him, the causes which
have combined to ln_mt the sum-
mit of the ryot’s highest prlos-

i ] ) ther
serity to Fusly1215, or,m o
tvord};, which have cmlt;lbuted
to render stationary, if they
have not tended-to depress the
condition of the inhabitants of
Canara.

Tt is stated that the land
assessment fixed by Colonel
Munro has, in many cases,
been raised in some estates to
make up for the deficiency
where it had been necessary to
reduce the assessment m'other
estates. If the Board mistake
nt though the general stand-
ard of assessment was deter-
mined, it was always intended
that inequalities shou'ld be cor-
rected. [f, however, this measure
of raising the assessment on the
estates which have already been
assessed to the full extent pro-
posed by Colonel Munro has
been carried to any great ex-
tent, and merely with t,he‘we.w
of making up a deficit in
the collections elsewhere, f!‘om
whatever causes, it is possible
that the uncertainty hence re-
sulting as to the limit of de(i
mand may have confnhute
materially to check industry
and improvement. Ités desira-
ble, therefore, that the Collector
should explain.to'whnt extent
and on what principles this ad-
ditional assessment has been
carried, and what have been
its effects.

The Collector will also ex}

ain fully what sources o
t)lxl::lr:e ang profit have been
< much curtailed,'” as repre-
sented by him, In the’ latter

i Company’s ad-
period of the P Ao
ministration, compare wxl
what they were 11 ’the e:nr_ )f
part of the Company's gover
men.t.
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This increase has been ascertained
after a most careful and laborious exa-
mination of all the talook accoun)ts, s'ub-
sequent to my despatch of 15th
October.

82, Star Pagodas 23,763-40-21

i : »real increa iived

being, therefore, the real increase deu}\;eu

from the land rent in 14 years, I§ al

state the causes from which it has princt-
pally arisen.

From the extended occupation of
waste lands, public and private, .afte‘r‘de-
ductions on account of heavy rain, wind,
repairs of hanks, destruction of wild beasts,

b S, Ps. 5,569 14 2
public roads, &c., .S, Ps. 9, '

a 0" :

From concealed lands ;3,957 33
Lands recovered from the

overflowing of rivers  ,
Additions to the rent of

estates lowly rated ..

Total . ...

66 28 33

14,170 9 65
Il it
23,763 40 21

&3. The number of landed proprie-
tors paying revenue to Government .are
43,366. Itis the aggregate collectxcons
from them that 1 conceive to be too high.
Tn addition to their increased as§ess111lex?t
I calculate that, together w1thh flell‘
families, we are drawing from ‘tﬁzm a
further sum of Star Pagodas 4.13,3 5 per
ne Pagoda each 1n the en-

um, or o .
annuin, bacco, salt, ar-

hanced price of their to i
rack, stamp.and law expenses, which 1s not

reimbursed to them in an increascd de-
mand or price for their productions ; and
if the only sure guide be, as Major Munro
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expresses it, ““the feeling of the people under collection ” the expe-
rience of the last six yearsisa convincing proof that they are not
now so able to pay their rents as formerly !

_84. The profits of the traders and cultivators together are
curtailed more or less by reason of the following canses :—

e e o ol b ool gl 1
the people, thereoi‘s great reason to g)ell('fsont ll)“C‘C . b.lll'dGNSOme e
than what they geonerally ; id for e'Ve t)a‘t o sl much more

paid for that article when we became
possessed of Canara, notwithstanding the high price it bore ata
few popul'ous p'laces. Before the introduction of the monopoly any
person might import tobacco on payment of the dutics, and on
selling it to the renter the latter condition they ﬁ'equently, evaded,
as may be supposed. Tobacco is now brought in by one peréon
only, the contractor ; consequently the trade in that articleis greatly
confined.

From the newly established road customs : the merchants
frequenting Soonda have been subjected to a duty on their cloths
which they never paid before, and grain exported by land is charged
with aduty of 3 per cent.  But inall other respects the inhabitabnts
and inland traders have been benefited by the new custom reoula-
tions. )

From the newly established sea customs: the import duties
(as already noticed) are not only risen from 6 to 8 per cent., but the
goods of the merchants are valued by much too hieh mm;, of flle
articles excused the road customs, pay those of :he soa.y They
are subjected to anchorage duties and other port expenses which
were before excused them, from which no revenue of any conse-
quence is derived, and which have only tended to render the native
merchants discontented, and to depress their spirit in trade.

From the introduction of the salt monopoly : previous theretos
the inhabitants could every where supply themselves with salt at 4
average of Star Pagodas 5 per garce ; they now pay*25 and 30. This,
upon the quantity anuually consumed by the inhabitants (360
garces), forms a diflerence of about Star Pacodas 21,500, of th
accuracy of which there i little doubt, as um’o accounts ('onbfﬂ"’[ly
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exhibit the inland and foreign trade separately. No merchant
frequenting Canara by sea can now import any salt from Cutch,
Bombay, or Goa, and many of those frequenting it by land have
forsaken it for Goa or Malabar; all salt must now be paid for in
ready money, which doubtless affects the intercourse which formerly
subsisted between the traders and inhabitants possessed of salt.

From the introduction of the stamp duty and various judicial
expenses, these fall on the inhabitants almost exclusively, and are
to them entirely new expenses. To these must be added the extra
expenses mauy of them arc put to by long journies and attendance
upon the court, so that it may be questioned whether the inhabi-
tants are so well pleased with the mode of receiving justice as for-
merly. From the entire desertion of the Arab ships which used
to frequent Mangalore eight or nine years ago, and reduction in
the number of dows, the owners of which always carry away the
best rice of the country.

By the trade in teak and other valuable timbers being comp-
letely prevented, and the duty on poon spars much increased. By
the fall in the price of their products, especially above the ghauts,
and from a reduction in the number of
establishments, civil and military, and withdrawing of the troops
from Goa. Irom half the amount formerly expended within the
province in payment to the dealers of horses being now paid in
Bombay, and from the frequent large remittance of treasure to the
Presidencies, by means of which a much smaller proportion of
mouey is now circulated in the country than in former times.

joined to a fluctuating dem

These, gentlemen, are the causes which have tended, in my
in some degree the wealth of the peaple ; but,
d by me be carried nto
use of com-

opinion, to diminish
should the various modifications proposc
effect, the inhabitants of Canara will have no just ca
plaint, and their prosperity be greatly accelerated.

I have, &c.
(Signed) A. Reap, Collector.

Cundapoor, 1st Junuary 1814.

16 sum
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No. 58.
m 1
To THE Secrerary 10 THE BoARD o REVENUE
>

. : Fort St. George.
ir,—I have the honour
e r to ackuowlede \ : -
mitting copy of a minute r the. l\(ldg’e o e on th
g o {_ ute recorded by the Governor General on the
process fo o“lec mn the Upper Provinces of Bengal for assessing and
i g dl.e and revenue in contrast with that observed i?l the
ryotwar districts under this Pres:
s . s hesvdmlcy and 1
| . idency, and in answer I beg to
forward such observations as have occurred t ing
Dot moch o d to me regarding the
point particularly alluded to by His Lordship with reference
e rev oo T
enue system prevailing in this district.

2 . I'rom the uature of the tenure under which the lam“i of
Canara is held, the result of the revenue system of this district d
no.t afford any immediate evidence upon the point which His L OZS
ship }'ms had under consideration, namely, the respective merit:r ;'
the village and ryotwar settlements. ‘The tenure of Jand in Canar(')t
the Board are aware, is essentially different from what is generall ’
called ryotwar. "I'hat assessment is formed on every field ; the a:
SESSl.llent of Canara is formed on each estate or wurg, and co’nstitute;
a third class or «“ Wargwar assessment,” the ymrly\:etllemené i)ein ‘
made with each proprietor of an cstate. . ' | :

3 On our o¢ 1 0 .
' ccupation § ¢ v owe X
right in land clearly pation of this country we found a proprietary
v:t d i t; l‘“ y established aud ucknowledged. This right was
sted 1 \ . SN LV , = * 5
el 1(\la ody ;)f hereditary farmers, each holding his separate
tile ™" na paymg s assessment direct to the (fovernment, without
intervention of any zemindar or village community. The rights
of the under-tenants, whether & y. 1herg
ablished ants, whether permanent or tempomry, were equally
ef ablished by the known customs of the country.  We foﬁnd, in
'mrt, alxeady‘exwtmg what it has been the object of every System
si . s o je ‘
nce Lord Cornwallis’ time, whether mootadary, ZClTlind'dl'é'f 0
ryotwary, to create a distiv<t property in (he e of
farmers d property in the seil, and a Ifody
rs F-:votedly attached to their hereditary property ofpd €OV
nected with the workine cultivators ; Pettys The
burdens payable by tl g cultivators as landlord and tenant.
y the landholders were increased under *

been g
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Oppressive governments which followed each other, from the dis-
solution of the Beddenore Government to that of Tippoo, till many
farmers were ruined and many estates lost their saleable value ; but
the tenure upont which land is held remains the same. The only
result has been that some estates have been thrown up and thus
lapsed to Government, but the proprietary right of the great body
of landholders has remained uninjured.

4, The peculiarity of the system is, that the assessment is not
levied upon ecach field according to its class, but upon each estate
in the aggregate. That, so long as the assessment upon the whole
estate is paid, the owner is at liberty to cultivate what portion and
in what manner he may find it his interest todo so ; the profits aris-
ing from any improvements, or outlay of capital, are entirely his
own, and do not lead to any increase of assessment. In fact we
have not formed any new settlement ; we have taken the assessment
as we found it, remitting such portions as appeared to press too
heavily upon some estates, almost the whole of which remissions
consist, not of the original assessment of the estates, but of.additions
made under the government ot liyder and Tippoo.

5, To a district in which a syst‘em so essentially different pre-
vails most of the observations ou the respective merits of the
village and ryotwary systems do not apply, aud I am, therefore,
unable in reference to this province to offer any answer to several
of the queries in His Lordship’s minute. So long as the assessment
fAuctuates and remissions are necessary, the system is open to one of
the objections which His Lordship remarks upon, viz. the minute
interference of the servants of Government in examining the estates.
But the Board are aware that this objectionis daily becoming less ;
that for several years an inquiry has been going on, and is now
approaching to completion, with the view of ascertaining the average
produce of those estates which do not pay the full assessment, and
fixing a maximum assessment in proportion to their capabilities.
With those estates which pay the full assessment, or wlich are to
be raised to the maximum standard by instalments (which have
ranted for the purpose of allowing their resources to be
fully developed) no interference or examination takes place. The
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only insta i i : :
) nce 1n which this rule is departed from, is when the
3 *- g

prOprietor exXpresses i 1 m

h s a wish that his 1:

' . ands should be exami
| sh X d to
establish a claim for remission on that year’s C Dut

requests are 1n ordinary years unfrequent
that of the 55,038 estate ’
above classes, and re

scttlement. But such
e and it is proper to observe
s m the province 42,322 belong to the
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result be truly estimated it might show how far the comparative
state of other districts is owing to a defect in the title upon which
Jand is held, and how far to the numerous other causes which
affect the welfare of people.

4 But in instituting such a comparison it would be difficult
to muke a just allowance for those extraneous Causcs which have
tended to check the prosperity of the country. In Canara these
are, lst, the large amount of its revenue annually sent out of the
district to Bombay, instead of being chiefly spent in the country,
as under the former governments; and, 2ndly, the decline in the
prices of agricultural produce caused principally by the scarcity of
the precious metals. Other districts have felt these disadvantages
to as great, and in some instances greater, extent than Canara ; but
their depressed condition, contrasted with the facility and steadiness
with which the revenue is still realized in Canara, speaks highly
in favour of its system, and of the advantages which are derived
from the land being private property, and belonging not to village
communities but to single individuals.

9. The questions which apply to this district are the 2nd, 3rd,
4th and 6th. I shall proceed to offer remarks on each in succession.

It is most satisfactory to observe that a very marked increase
Question No. 2. has taken place, and 1s now going on in
How far has_each of the ¢he galeable value of the land of Canara.
several descriptions of land, ) A .
garden, irrigated and unirriga- It is difficult to estimate, or rather to
ted, acquired a saleable value ) . )
up to this time in the several p.rove, the actual . l,ncrease’ from the
districts ? difficulty of ascertaining the actual pro-
duce of estates ; but I believe it can be clearly shown to have risen
of late from 8 to 12, and that itis frequently sold at 16 and 18 years’
purchase. The following are examples of sales which have taken
place within the last few years in the Mangalore and Buntwal

Talooks :—
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But although it is clear that a marked rise has taken place, it
would probably be an error to attribute it entirely to the operation
of the revenue system. Many causes have been assigned for the
fact, and where this is the case it is more probable that all have had
some -influence, than that it is to be attributed to one, or a portion
only,, while others are excluded. By many natives it is assigned to

the diminution of credit and the danger of lending money on

L
interest, or, as they express it, to the operation of our courts, and to
do not think that the first

the diminution in the profits of trade. 1

of these causes can have had much effect, for the principal com-
plaint alleged by the ryots during our late unhappy disturbances
was the rigour with which the money-lenders were enabled to enforce
their debts. Still I believe it has had some influence, because there
corresponding decrease in the interest of
The second cause assigned,

cause can only arise from

does not appear to bea
money lent to persons not landholders.
18 more probably the real one, and this
the tacrease of capital and from trade being shared by many instead
of monopolized by a few. Ina country like Canara, combining a
highly commercial with an agricultural population, such would be
the natural consequence of peace and of increasing wealth. The in-
crease of capital and of the number of traders leading to a decrease
in profits, would necessarily lead them to seek a safer investment than
private loaus in this country afford.  This investment land offers
is now sought with avidity. With this progress our re-
ly concurred, aud thus, although I believe
stem as the only cause
en place

them, and 1t
veiue system has fortunate
ould be an error to speak of our revenue sy
it, this improvement could not have tak

'The fact may not prove the lightness of our
assessment, but it proves, at least, confidence in the Government
and in the permanency of the present settlement. It is not unattend-
ed with evils; it is leading to the dispossession of the old ryots, to
their being supplanted by the commercial and more intelligent
classes, and this is frequently accomplished by fostering their family

disputes and taking advantage of their ignorance and improvi-
:¢is the natural course of things, in which the good

dence. But 1tis t
outweighs the evil, and which no precautions could prevent, were

it even desirable to do so, except by checking, as far as possible,
pa

it w
of the improvemel
without its co-operation.
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Magal and fraudulent acts. It is leading to the improvement
nd under cultivation, and to the cultivation of waste, and ,

be hoped that it will also lead in time to a more healthy state

e and improvement of credit. : ;_

n the 17th paragraph his Lordship has alluded particularly.

L 3rd RQuestion. to this district with reference to the sub-,
Can the Bengal system, of ject of this question and the difficulties,
combining a professional with . . - p »
a field survey so as to embrace which have been experienced in tramingg

the whole country in its circuit, 4 pev . "
b, a revenue suarvey, lhe T ntie ¢ %
and to afford valuable topogra- Y evenue system

phical and geographical delinea- which prevails in the province, and parti c
:‘r‘l‘g‘;:;‘l’g‘;}} aigefl"olxd;gz;rtl:s cuI‘arIy. the r?visirm of the assessm.entiﬂ
with advantange in any district which 1s now in progress, render this &
at Madrils? subject of much importance, but at the
same time they render it one of much difficulty. The revenue -of
thfa (?-overnment on the more productive estates is limited by pre?
criptive right, the intimation given by our Government that t§
ancient rates, or shist and shamil, will not be increased On%
poorer .estates it is proposed that it be equally limited, by dec\arﬁ*
the revised assessment permanent ; and the wisdom of this measit
cannot, I think, be questioned. 1f the assessment upon the ric‘é:;
estates is in some cases too light, upon these it certainly is not 4.
and it would be a false measure to swell the revenue of the provi;g
by making these estates compensate those which have not b
subjected to inquiry. But when the whole assessment on the
vated land is thus limited, it is to the waste alone that Governr—
can look for any increase to the land revenue. It thus becomc.
matter of much importance to define distinctly the extent of la-
upon which this assessment is fixed, and I know of no measure .{
which this could be more adequately accomplished than by a survey
but it is a question of much nicety whether the benefits will com-
pensate the shock to that confidence which is now felt in the enjoy-
ment of their property, resulting from the adoption of a measure
calculated to excite alarm, and to one to which the natives of the

district are averse. Under former governments a survey was un-

known; the original assessment was formed upon a rough estimate of

the Capgbilities of the ground, which was measured by the suppOSed
quantity of the seed requiredto sow it, A candy or mora of lan

.

129

varied, therefore inextent according to the nature of the soil, being
* larger in proportion to its productive powers (as good land requires
less seed than that of an inferior quality). Any actual survey by
measurement was unknown, the recorded  Beejwary” and the’
déscription of land under the classes Byle, Mujel, and Bett being
the usual record. Although rude and imperfect, the result of a
survey of this nature is wonderfully accurate, and practised inhabit-
a-:ts of the district will vary but little in their estimate of the extent
uj'a field. The same custom of the country has been continued un-
der our management, both in the division of estates and in making
the annual inquiries as well as those made with the view of perma-
nent reductions of the assessments until the last few years, when
actual measurement has in some degree been introduced. In the year
1801-2 Doormoty such information as could be collected from.
the shanbogues’ (or curnums’) accounts regarding each separate
estate was entered in a separate chitta, or putty of that wurg. If
the Becjwary was on record this was entered in the chitta, but
this -was not universally the case, and in many the Beej-
wary was omitted or entered on a basty inquiry made at the
time by the native district servants. Imperfect as these accounts
are, they are generally referred to when inquiry is necessary ;
the limits of the estates being determined upon reference
to these subsequent accounts, and the evidence of the elders
of the villages. From the absence of survey accounts and
specified boundaries, and from the frauds of the shanbogues,
especially during the changes of the government of the country,
and from private collusion, as well as encroachments upon waste,
there can be little doubt that the proportional value of estates has
been much altered. That the assessment of some estates has been
thrown upon those uncultivated, and land belonging to estates
reported as uncultivated, included in estates to which they did
not belong. The extent of the Government right in the jungles -
and waste has never been very clearly defined, and some .extensive
tracts have beerw gradually included by persons whose right is
extremely doubtful. In many cases the just claim to the right of -
pasturage or of gathering leaves for manure preferred by the holders
of the neighbouring cstates to the exclusion of other villages has

17 jum

. 2
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been changed to a claim of proprietary right in the soil, and many

secret encroachments have been made upon waste to which the ,

parties have no title whatever. Much jungle is cat, especially i’

the nerth of the district. as tirewood for the Bombay and other

markets, and there is reason to believe that ittle is cut without pay-

ment of a fee to some alleged proprictor whose claim is gradwally

becoming prescriptive. On a late occasion the cassia of the

Government jungles was rented for one year, but the renter’s

agents found their right resisted in numerous instances by

private claims. In 1823 Mr, Harris deputed servants to the

Bekul Talook, I believe as an experiment, to ascertain and

report the extent of the Government jungles. Their task

was an easy one, for throughout that extensive talook the
inhabitants admitted ouly 14 small patclies to be Govern-
ment jungle. These remarks will prove that I consider the subject
one of much importance, as the Government right to property,
which may soon acquire a very high value, is at stake ; but, besides
t‘he ob‘)ectlot.l to a measure of this nature being adopted from the
fear of shakmg the confidence of the people, T am not possessed of
data from which to judge of the immediate expense which the
results of the measure would have to counterbalance. His Lord-
'ship has alluded .to a survey now going on in Chittagong by which
it is hoped that difficulties similar to those of this district have been
successfully encountered. 1 shall feel obliged if the Board wil|
endeavo'ur to put me in possession of the system upon which this
survey is conductec}, as it would probably afford valuable informa-
tion ap.phcalfle to this province, and enable me to judge whether a
survey 1s advisable, or whether other measures could be adopted
in preference to secure to the Government its title to the forests and
waste lands.

I think that the system of minute annual scrotiny ou.ght to be

Ath Question. avoided as far as possible, but I have

It is the general belief of the  above observed that the necessity for this
revenue officers at Madras seruti 1 i iber
that the system of minute ~CFUC1Y €an only be avoided by a liberal

annualfgcrgtgny and adjust- -reduction of the assessment upon the
ment of individual assessments 3 i 1
can be kept free from the evils POCTEr estates now under investigation.

of oppression, abuse and exten. It is Only on the estates upon whicln the

o .
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sivedissension and ill-will,which  proposed fixed assessment has not been

\}:':?t gfﬁﬁ,f}f %fg";‘fﬁﬁ’a“ﬁﬂ,ﬁf} determined that any annual investigation

rest ! is made.

The interests of under-tenants are sufficiently defined by the

6th Question. known usages of the country, but there are

What “:{.““E’i"’mi“ts o O no express arrangements for recording
may expediently be made in e N .

the Madras settlements for them. T'he genel‘ll tenor of the regu-

defining and recording the in- lations, which were apparent]y framed

terests of under-tenants wha . der hen

may have fixed rights of here- for the protection of under-tenants whe

ditary occupancy or otherwise? Government resigned their proprletary

There are passages in Mr. | . . o oqe e 0%
Campbell’s paper which seem title in the land to private individuals,
to leave it doubtful whether js however, so favourable to the tenants,
B e o e peaiiction and so inapplicable to this district, that

tinct record for.the protection
of hereditary under-tenants. the landowners themselves are those who

have most ground for complaining of the absence of suc'h arrange-
ments. Theunder-tenantsare divided into « Mool Guenie” or per-
manent, and ¢« Challi Guenie” or temporary. Leases for a certain
number of years are little known. The portion of the r'egul'ations
which is objected to, and which is inapplicable to this district, is that
which empowers the Collector to interfere in d_etermining the rent to
be paid by all, even yearly tenants, such interference l?elxlg clearly
inconsistent with the undoubted right of the Jandlords in Cm'lara to
manage their own property. Any arrangement for 1'eg15tcr1ng the
rights of permanent tenures and even annua% leases might be ad-
vantageous, but the rents ought to be settled with the farmeri on such
terms as they may choose to grant without referenc? to the Loll.ector.
Under the present system the tenant is treated with much indul-

gence. If he has paid a fixed rent for a number of years, the

ishi i " im, is generall
landlord on wishing to raise the rent, or to oust him, 15 ge e hy
ge a Mool Guenie right.

referred to the court, should the tenant all.e o
This perhaps is correct, but the power given to every tItemé)(())lllel”c}’
cultivator to bring his case before the Collector, and to 1e' ] th:
tor to inquire into and adjust the rent, wealfens fh.e p.owe} > . ;
landlords, and ‘is an unnecessary and }”_‘I’Olmc interterence.
Much land has mow become Mool Guenie property by. the

y-hold property became established

same process by which cop .
W p Y right rendered pre-

in 7 England by the courts confirming 4
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scriptive by long possession, and much by the proprietors
coPtenting themselves” with a small rent in preference to
gomg either before the Collector or the court. If the tenant
alleges prescriptive right, the burden of proof is generally
*h'rown on ihe proprietor, and if the tenancy has been inherited
vithout disturbance the courts are gener:;ﬂl y averse to disturb at.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your‘most obedient Servant,
(Signed) E. Mavtsy,
Acting Principal Collector.
Mangalore, Canara, 92nd July 1839,

*

Revenve Devanrmest.,

Lztract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue under date
the 15th September 1831,

1. Read again the letter from the Secretary to Government in

the Revenue Department, dated the 25th, in consultation 31st
March last.

. 2. _The Board are directed to prepare and submit for the
information of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council a re-
Rort (.m the state of the assessment in Canara in Colonel Munro’s
time 1n 1800, and the several variations which it may have under-

gone sub.sequently ; with copies of the documents and instructiohs
upon which the alterations were carricd into effect ‘

3. 'The Board accordingly proceed to fulfil these orders.

anciett tifn l:: x;a:)t;rei_?lf thfz lapded tenures which have subsisted fz’O{“
doomment, alr,e ; still exist in Canara, have been fully described 112
o ady on the re.cords of Government ; it will be sufficient

. bresent purpose briefly to notice that the hereditary posses-
sion and usufruct of the soil was in former times vested in a military
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tribe, the Nayers, to whom the present race of proprietors have suc-
ceeded; who in part cultivate their estates by means of hired la-
pourers and slaves, and rent out the remaining portion to tenants,
of whom there are two classes, 'viz. permanent tenants and tem-
porary tenants. The former obtained from the landlord, generally
on the paymeunt of a fine, a perpetual grant of a certain portion of
land to them and their heirs for ever, on the condition of paying an-
nually a specified invariable moncy rent. Subject to that condition
they areat liberty to sub-rent, mortgage, or sell their interest in the
land, and are rather a description of subordinate landlords than
mere tenants. The only manner in which their title in the land is
liable to cease is on failure of heirs, when it lapses to the landlord.
The temporary tenants rent, on such terms as are mutually agreed
upen, land for a limited period, and, unless through failure in the
payment of the stipulated rent, cannot be ousted during the period
of their lease. There is also another class of tenures held by mort-
gagees on terms somewhat similar to those last mentioned. These
mortgages are never liable to be foreclosed, and are redeemable at
any period however remote. It is from the landlords that the re-
venue of the state is received, and it does not appear that the ruling
power has ever interfered with the arrangements subsisting between
the landlord and his tenants.
5. Trom the remotest time of which there is any record till
From Major Muaro,3}st May ~ 1€ar the middle of the fourteenth ceutury,
in consultation 28th August Jand in Canara was assessed in rice at a
1800. Paragraph 6. quantity equal to the quantity of paddy
sown. The revenue was sometimes collected in kind and sometimes
in money at the discretion of the Sirkar. Between the years 1334
and 1347 Hurryhur Roy, the Rajah of Byjanuggur, made a new
assessment of the province on the principles laid down in the
Shasters. Taking two and a half katties of seed as the basts f)f
the calenlation and assuming the produce to be to the‘se.ed in
the proportion of 12 to 1 he apportioned the produce in the

following manner :-—
71 katties

To the landlord ... ... .. heeeeeeenas oy
To the cultivator or labourer ....... R 15,
2 TotheSil‘kal' P A S R R E R R R R R 7% .
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The Sirkar’s share of the produce as above was supposed to
be divided as follows :—

To the Sirkar one-sixth of the gross

produce ........... e .+. 5 Katties
To Devustauns one-thirtieth .... ... .. 1 '
To Brimhaday or Bramins one- .
twentieth ....... Ceeaen N
2 5y

‘ 6.. Seven and a half katties of paddy were reckoned egual to
31 katties of rice, from which was deducted one-tenth. or four hanis
per katty, as a remuneration for beating it from thc’ paddy. The
balance, 3 katties and 15 hanis, was supposed to be the fund]from
which the Sirkar rent of one Ghetti Pagoda for 2} katties of" land
was to be paid. The effect of this arrangement is stated in reality to
have been to raise the assessment so as to absorb nearly one-fourth
of the gross produce, instead of being limited, as it ostensibly was
according to the rules of the Shasters, to one-sixth part of the
gross produce.

7. This settlement of Hurryhur Roy, which is referred to in
all subsequent accounts, and is the foundation of the present land
ren_t of Canara, was not made on actual measurement. but from the
estimate of the quantity ot seed reported to have been, usually sown
in each field, and the aggregate of the assessment on fields. consti-
tl.lted the Jumma of'each estate. Up to the year 1587, when Ithe ro-
vince came under the Beddenore dynasty, the Sirk‘ar, rental ;'enulz:in-
ed with little alteration. No additional assessment was im ')()‘S(Bd by the
Beddenore Government till the year 1618, when an c‘m'aI :mcqsnfweﬁt,
equal to 50 per cent. of the ancient land rent, was ];;id onlt‘h.c‘ whole
of panara with the exception of the Hobly of Mangulore. The
'By‘]anuggur assessment with all additions down t(; tT;e '(:;.u' 1660
mcorporated with it, had for more than a century prior t()J the con-
(ll;ui:(st of the country by the princes of Mysore been considered the

i s?:t or standard rental of all the lands of the provitice, cultivatedor
cment marked A enclo- - waste. The standard rental of the province

sure in Colonel Munro's let
te (
dated 315t May, in consultatior: thusfixedamountedto Pagodas 5’80’759'*

28th A ) " . .
ugust 1800, Column 2. From this various deductions on accotnt
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of Enams, of lands destroyed, of irreclaimable waste, &c, amounting
to Pagodas 3,34, 136, * were allowed, leav-
ing a total Shist on the Jands actually
occupied and. paying rent of Pagodas 2,46,623,1 which together
with various extra assessments imposed
. under different pretexts, such as for the
purpose of discharging the Mogul Pescush, the Mahratta Chowk
Nuzzurs on the occasion of marriages, for the erection of choultries
(some partial to particular parts of the province, others general)
amounting altogether to Pagodas 40,33Y,1
or about 12-92, per cent. of the original
$ Column 22. land rent, coustituted a total Jumma
of Pagodas 3,20,827§ at the close of the Beddenore Government,

-

* Column 7.

4+ Column &.

1 Column 19.

8. On the conquest of the country by Hyder in 1764 he
ordered an investigation to be made into every source of revenue,
with a view to its augmentation. He caused the rent of much ot
the land which had formerly been deducted as waste and still re-
mained uncultivated, to be collected, and a variety of oppressive
essmentstobe imposed, by which the Beddenore Jumma was
* Column 19, swelled to Pagodas 5,33,20'2..* A simi-

lar course was pursued by his successor
Tippoo ; the greatest increase made to the land rent' by him was by
the total resumption of all Enams. A large‘ proportion of the extra
assessments imposed during his administration werc never collect-
ed ; they nominally amounted to Pagodas

extra ass

‘ 67. : ‘
U 3,38,076,1t making a total Government
Column 68 demand on the whole of Canara of Pagodas

[¢] . . . .
' 8,71,278.t Deducting from this a remis-

9,600, and items of extra assessment, which though

sion of Pagodas '
ordered had never been realized, amount-

§C‘Olumn o ing to Pagodas 2,52,589,§ left a net
‘,Lt‘oiumn :; demand of Pagodas 6,16,039.| ‘Of this

o= sum, Pagodas 359,752* only consisted of
+ Column ¥3. the standard rent or Shist. Of the re-
1 Column74. mainder Pagodas 2,08,956t were extra
$ Columu 76 assessments, Pagodas 33,5031 were new

itemns of revenue, and Pagodas 13,876§ village taxes.
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9. Informing the first settlement after our acquisition of Cana-

ra, Colonel Munrostated that he considered himself merel y asa Collec-_ -

tor,whose duty it was to investigate and report upon the state of the
couflt‘ry, and that, however much he disapproved of the numerous
a(.ldltlons made to the ancient land-rent by Hyder and "Tippoo, ke
did not consider himself at liberty to deviate widely from the systent
he fOllI.ld established. That, accordingly, he had made noJothel‘
A reduction in the assessment of Tippoo Sultan than such as was
absolutely necessary to ensure the collection of the rest. ‘

10. The deduction thus made in the settlement of Fusly 1209*
amounted to Pagodas 1,530,940, compos-
ed of the rents of waste lands of which
+ Colunn 82. the proprietors had become extinct, and
oral . which, th(')ugh they had been in that state
a long time back, had been permitted to swell the Jumma at the
begm.mng, and the outstanding balances at the close, of the year
and included a reduction of a part of the extra assessment on qucI:
estates as wererunning to waste from the inability of the own ) to
pay the high rent with which they were loaded. ’ -

* Paragraph 16.

I Col\lmn 92 1 C d‘ ) 4. t i V i o
aD’O as 4‘,()(), l (ury Of A 'lllCll I).lb[()(l‘ '

§ Column 83. .
standard land rent or Shi 2,84,604§ were composed of the ancient
or Shist, the remainder Pagodas 1,80,545 consisted

* Extra asscssment b i
t;;e R of %fltcms of extraassessment imposed by the
eddenore .. .. 51,679 Deddenoreand Mysore Governments. and

Do. byHyder.. 83,462

Do. by Tippoo. 15,319 denominated Shamil, as noted in the mar”

New heads of re- g“’)% and also included legodus 1()’505+ Of‘

Venue........ 5 1l ' e
! 16'_“80 village taxes. "This settlement, Colonel

Village Tax 170,038 Mlmro observed, was on the same quan”
ceeees 10,505 tity ofland nearly as high as ever Hydel"S
180,545 Was at any time, and higher than TippOO’S

f:ollections were, except during a few yea
that, considerin & what th in the early part of his reign; an(‘)
years, be was of opini ¢ country had suffered during the 1ast 1*
opinion that the settlement he had concluded wa%

——

1 Column  33. |
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in proportion to the resources of the inhabitants, full as high as
ever it had been at any period under the Mysore. Government.
Such an assessment, he conceived, could always be realized in times
of tranquillity ; but without a reduction of it the country could not
improve, nor land ever pecome generally saleable. Colonel Munro,
considering that the Beddenore assessment at the time of Hyder’s
invasion was as high as was consistent with that desirable object,
recommended —with reference to the relief that would be afforded to
the agricultural classes by the abolition of all road customs and of
duties on grain then contemplated, which were levied at different
rates in different parts of the country, and to the existing condition
of the several districts —that tlie assessment of the land rent in the
talooks of Honawer and Aukola should be fixed at the Beddenore
assessment ; 1 Cundapoor, Bilsawer, Barcoor, Soonda, Balaghaut,
aud Bilghi, atthe Jeddenore assessment
with 25 per eant. of the additiona assess-
ment of Hyder; and in all the other districts at the Beddenore
assessment with 30 per cent. of the Mysorc extra assessments. ' The

) reduetion in the amount of the land rent

Paragraph 37 which would thence be occasioned he

md numbers at eighty thousand Pagodas, and
dient to authorize

Pamgraph 36.

estimated 1n rot
Suggested, in the event of its being thought inexpe :
immediately so large @ reduction in the assessment, that in the set-
tlement of the land revenuc of the ensuing Fusly o.e-half of the
ight be granted. Such a remission, he

remission proposcd by him m .
-as considered that 1t

observed, ought notto he regretted when 1t v
was merely relinquishing a part of a burdensome ag~cssment.

of  August 1800 the Board laid before
Government Colonel Munro’s report on
the scttlement of Canara for Fusly 1209,
observing that they were not then pre-

pared to enter into a consideration of his propositions f(?r redu-
her explanations on

sessment, as they considered furt A
necessary ; but in the meantime the abolition of the

es would, they remarked, afford relief to the

12, On the $&¢h

Doard to Governrued! 23Lh
in cons. 28th Aungust 1300,

cing the as
certain points
inland custom dati
cousitry.

’ 1§ suM
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13, The Governme g convi i i
e -Governmeat being convinced that an immediate
 Government to. Toned 20th and mm‘e'eﬁc(rtu:\l remedy for the evils
,;,SL;JO},_ cons. 20th September N der which Canara had so long suffered
was indispensably nccessacy, and trust-
. A N ;
1 ' ing to Colonel Muury’s known pruderice
;m discretion, granted authority for assessing the whole. ef* the
ands of the province at the rates recommended by him; at
the same time leaving it to his discretion

Pal‘agraph 13.

Paragraph 14.
~to make such alterations as subsequent

information and reflecti i in his j
flection migl 5 ment, render i
They, howerer. o ight, i his ‘.}m.lg,;zm/nt, render expedient.
1 ) ver, desired that such remission should be considered
and entered in the accounts as temporary.

14, 7 : “ders ‘

The above orders were communicated- Ly the Board
~Tothe Collector 2 in iy, for the information and guidance of the
cons. 29th September 1800, C j ‘

Jollector without comment.

15, In his report d: - : .
is report dated Oth November 1800, written just be-
, fore relinquishi I .
Fl'f)m Collector 9th Novem- C/‘Idll)qlll?]]mg Cl]lugc of the province
?;Bom cons. 11th Decemiee ©f Canara, Colonel Munro, in reference
b) . ' .

. to the observations of the Board in re-
ductions from 1 ‘ gard to the apparent inequality of the re-
by him ‘St ) ’;‘ E eancientassessment which had been recommended
indnne’d };1; tt ’f‘t (lm(,;un.stam;es had cubsequently occurred that had

; Y 0O judge more favours . , Y
the condition of tli 1l ‘[‘/"Wmudbl) than he had formerly done of
. ¢ > lihabitants Yt . IO

from which he inferpo nts of Canara ; the principal one, and
innumerable dis red the value of landed property, was the
observed th ;L\pntes about land that had come before him. He
in};abitaI')tq ﬂt, Llould t_hc relative degrees of value attached by the

s to land in different parts of the province be ascer-

tained . )
, that combined in some degree with a retrospect to the Shist

il‘(l)lrd dc:tl:g:ilx(l):]swofhformer tiIT)es, would afford the best standard
be reduced. I;e t}e I)I;)portxons of the assessment which should
mode of g‘ainin‘rr ) ;{f:ug lt that, next to a regular survey, the pest
would be by k:epin;m.v edg.e of the produce and value of Jand
produce of a1} land tl?atdbreglster for So'me years of the rent af
Munro had ende ecame the subject of litigation. Colone
eavoured by every means in his power to obtain
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information as to the relative proportions of the produce, after
deducting all expenses of cultivation, that go to the Sirkar and the
landlord. In the cases that had come judicially before him the
landlord’s rent was oftener above than below 50 per cent.; sometimes
) ) it was as high as 80 ; and, from all the
Paragraph 6. . .

. information he had been able to collect,
he was inclined to believe the average rent of the landlords to be
about 50 per cent. of the niet preduce in all the districts below the
ghauts, except Mulki, Cuudapoor, and Rekul, where it might
be from 30 to 40, and in Ankola and part of Honawer, where
it was somewhat less—in some parts as low as 15, in others as high
as 80 per cent. Many of the estates that were formerly valuable,
he observed, had now fallen into decay ; various causes, to which
they are not now liable, had under the Mysore Government contri-
buted to this result ; hence the reduction of the assessment should
not, he said, be regulated solely with reference to the present state
of income. Referring to the facility with which the collections had
been made, and to other circumstances proving the improved con-
dition of the ryots, Colonel Munro was of opiniou that the settlement
of Fusly 1209 might always be collected without a balance, but that
if it was wished to raise the country toa state of prosperity the
Were he certain that in the course of
afew years the country would so far recover from the shocks it sus-
tained under the late govermment as that half the net produce or
landlord’s rent would be equivalent to the public revenue, he would
propose no reduction ; but having doubt as to that result, and
as persons of intelligence and long experience considered the exist-
hau half the net income, he proposed
ttlement of Fusly

assessment must be lowered.

ing assessment to be higher't
the following proportional reductions from the se
1909 as those which would bring it to that rate :—

Total assessment Reduction, Reduction per cent,
in Columu 8%. S. Ps. on Colum 88.
Mangalore. ..o 8,797 1,231 14
Vittel oo v venes 7,971 956 12
Bekul. .. cvarevers 11,049 1,656 15
7,192 1,440 20

Kurrup «eeceervee
Carried over ...

.35,000 0,283
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'l‘.atalw assessnient Reduction, Reduetion per cent:
i1 Column 83, 3. Ps. on Colymn R8.
| Brought over.. 35,009 5,283
Pottoor ........ 8,865 1,237 ‘ !
Buntwal .,.... 13,614 2177 16
Karcull .... ..., 7,987 1,755 22
M_ulkl R (11} 2,340 24
Bilsawer........ 10,595 3,071 29
Barcoor ... .... | 3,208 ‘3;/'
Cundapoor. . .... 135,579 3,743 :28
Honawer ...... 14,170 3,968 2%
: } Ryt
Ankola ........ 5,710 2,34% 35
mrmm e 1,533,885 ——— 30,150
A\l
Soopah ........ 1£,491] 1,794 40
Soonda .. ..... 3,008 1,400 25
Bunnawassi...... 5,124 1,410 23
. . ’ -
Bilghi ,....... 3,419 1,370 10
e B2 5074
1,003,457 36,164

aboutlgczse reductions, lie remarked, would bring the settlement
: tl;; per cent. lower than that of usly 1209, 30 per cent
ower th: i 50 her o '
than Tippoo Sultan’s assessment, aud 25 2 per " t. lower
than his collections in i e T
ons in Canara in 1788.9, of which:

sum arose from the proft i of ' ,

. n the sale of grain to foreio 'che
and would only fall short of hii f?;‘mm to forcign merchan'®
per cent If‘)f‘ ] short obhis - collection of land revenue by 16
per ce t}. y l}lt]el rcmls:s‘lon was required any where, Colonel
Munr f‘lt(l)us 1t 1t would be in Mulki and Bekul.  He added. that

art of the re raste 1 | | ‘
b(}))th fSll(j rent of \'mste lands upon occupied cstates, consisting
of Sirkar and private lands, ought in t] ' N
e » ought 1n the course of a few yeat
o e added to the asscssment
e cultiy: .
they ultl\lzdtor does not choose to
_ cou : 1
oo 3 d not be assessed until ¢}
,1 ; ut that in ti
would not need to b

however, a large

In the case of Sirkai lands when
become proprietor he observed
1ey were brought under cultiva-
1€ case of private land so much indulgence
e shown.- The rents of these two kinds of waste,
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probably about 13,000 Pagodas, being addéd, would make the
ultimate assessment of the province only aboat 25,000 Pagodas
below the settlemeut of Fusly 1,209.  Chiefly withthe view of giv-
ing confidence to the ryots Colonel Munro proposed that for that
year a reduction should be allowed in the land rent of 2} per-cent.;
as & set-off against which, however, there would be the rent of waste
land newly brought under cultivation. |

16.  On the 25th July 1501 the Board submitted to Govern-
ment the letter from Colonel Munro, above

To Govermment 25 in dy. referred to, together with the reports of
cons. 27th July 1501,

From Major Munro 9t No- Messrs. Read and Ravenshaw, who had
vember in cons. 11th December  been appointed to the charge of the two
1828(',,“ Mr. Read Ist, in cons. divisions into which, on his resignation
Idih May 1801 ‘ of its management, the province had
in f[,ﬁ;“ ;;?)]t{; 1{;,\1(1;111” Y heen  partitioned  on  the scttlements

of their repective districts for Fusly
1210; obscrving that they considered the scttlements made
by those officers to be satisfactory, and that, after an attentive
consideration of every information relative to the province of
Canara that had come before them, they were impressed with a
strong belief that its assessment was lighter than that of any other
district under this Presidency, and that any permancnt remission
of its land rent would, therefore, be unnecessary, aird they hoped
under efficient management that a oradual improvement in the
revenuc might e looked for from the cultivation of waste land,
They also intimated an opinion that a reduction of the export duty

on rice was not required.

17. The Government expressed on the occasion .much
From Government 15th in satisfaction at the favourable picture
cons: 27th August 1301 drawn by the Board of the state of
Canara ; and inthe annual reports to Government on the settle-
ments of the revenue of this province for the next 10 years, in the
amount of which there occurred no very material variation, its
resources and- the condition of the people were represented to be

progressively improving.

)
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IS, After that time the Collector began to complain that he
From the Collector M. experienced more difficulty than formerly
ﬁi“\d\gﬂf}‘ il‘ag‘f'l}l)’a:.:gfil;ilm‘ m making his collections, that of late he
From do. 2Ist, in cons. 30th  saw no signs of improvement. At first
April do-, paragiaph 2. he seemed to.thirk this in some degree
owing to the operation of the judicial system, to the insuffcient
protection afforded by the police, to the harassing process of the
courts, and also to the precarious demands for the produce of the
country. At length, however, Mr. Read felt himself constrained
to declare that morce revenue was drawn {from the country than was
consistent with good policy. ‘

19. On the 29th of December 1810 that officer represented
29th December 1810 in cons.  that, anticipating large demands for re-
10tk Jawuary 1811. missioil in the scttlement of that year
arising out of a spirit of combination on the part of the ryots over
the whole province with the view of obtaining reduction of rent, he
recommended the publication of'a proclamation in the name of the
To the Collector Joth in  Board, declaring that unreasonable claims
cons. 10th Jannary 1511 to remission would not be allowed, and
specifying those cases in which indulgence in that respect would he
granted. )

. The Board, referring to the reputed moderation of the assessment
1n Canara, authorized the publication of'a proclamation of the nature
of that proposed by Mr. Read, but decmed it objcctionable t0
specify in that document the peculiar cases in whicl remission
would be allowed, and desired that it might be so modified as to
declare generally that the assessment would be ‘enforced to its
utmost extent,

20. In his report on the settlement of that year the Collectol
alluding to the spirit of combination that
had shown itself among the ryots as
tates waste ‘ cvin(:cjd by their lcz}ving‘purt of thetr es;
be o , stat'ed that a more rigorous exaction of rent would no

© Consonant with sound policy, and that he considered the assess-
ment generally, and particularly at a distance from the coast to be

. From Mr. Read 30th April,
10 cons. 16th May 1811,

(43

too high ; theinhabitants he thought were beginning to feel the ef
 Boord's Proceedings 23th - fects of gver-assessment more every yea
June and 2ith Novewber 1513 qii o ghservations being repeated i)
in cons. 8th Jnne and 2th 5
November. : his reports on the settlements for the nex
two years, the Board, adverting to Mr. Read’s approaching de
parture from Canara, the affairs of” which had been administered b,
him from the departure of Colonel Munro’s up to that time, beiny
a period of 14 years. deemed it propes to call on him for a particula
report of the measures that had been pursued by him i relatio;
thereto, aud of the causes that had coniributed to retard the im
provemeut of its resources and the condition of its inhabitants
specifying the particular points on which they required informatios
21. In reply to the Board’s requisition the Collector in th
From Mr. A. Read 1st in  first place recapitulated the substance o
cons. 17ih January 181, the instructions of Major Munro’s to hi
subordinate Collectors for regulating the settloment for Fusly 1210
Pavagraph 2. Colonel Munro had desired that cautiot
might be observed in imposing any new asscssmeut on lands fh
paid the Beddenore rent and half of ITyder’s additions ; that no adg
tion should be laid on land that paid the Beddenore and thrce-fo‘ff
of Hyder’s assessment ; that 1o la:rd which might i the then’;
rent year be raised to the Beddenore and half of Hyd.r's assessmen
should ever be raised hizher ; and that where land, cither throug!

fraud or favour, had of late years been reduced below the Beddenore.

assessment, it should be raised to it together with half of Hyder’s ad-
ditions, but that nb more should be demanded. It was laid down as
a general rule that the rents of private estates, however productive,
ought never to be raised higher than they had been at some former
period. On Sirkarland the assessment would, of course, require to be
proportionably lower thanon private estates; but whenever it could
bear an assessment equal to the Beddenore and half of the Mysore as-
séssments the land was to be made over to the occupier without any
additional taxation, and when it could not immediately bear that as-

sessmen® it was to be raised gradually to that standard.  Mr. Read
stated that, though he could not find that

the foregoing instructions had ever been
communicated to, or directly approved of by, the Board, the settle-

Column 3._

]
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Fusly 1210, whichhad beeu sanctioned by Government on

commendation, was fo NP ) . .
Meng g o , found according to the directions therem

thejl. P
con/ 22,

The Collector i ‘
) ctor subn as h: i i
tomenis o ol 2 tted, as h‘ad been required, various
s atory o " the /
L What - ? C f,,lC state of the assessment contmsted
,ConSide] 2 \vixs mt I L;sly 1209, and of the ratio which it might be
ered to bear to the oross and ¥ |
. gross and nct produce, and explai
w fact, the majority of i rere mahed that,
] y ot the estates in Canara wer

o fact, o ajor ‘anara were now assessed
! gher t]fd;l ]th.,) woulil have been had the standard of Major Munro
een nviolably This 1 ‘
been olably observed.  This, h said, had gradually taken place
1’ SC 2 * 2y 3 3 g H N 7 ‘
e qu!uv.cc of the decline of agriculture and poverty among the
rvots rey Ay “ 3t TRaYOHQan T M M N
a{ ‘ts,f dering 1t necessary, in order to maintain the land revzmle

1ts former standard, to mak i

stan: s akenp by an inereas ;

‘ : ‘ : ) ase on low-rated lands

for the rent of others which had failed altogether ‘
o .

23, In the settlement of Fusly 1209 some items derived
Mr. Rend's Report 18t in from other sources, Mr. Read explained
N - A YOV ] ’
cons. 17th January 1814, were meluded under the head of land re
. venue, amounting to Pagodas 4,288
1 dc1 sum, as well as cessions made to the Coore R";hh had ;o bc:
( e / ‘ . ‘ o ‘ . ‘ oL ; D (‘ I ) (2 . .
‘ }uctcd m order to afford a fair comparison between the revenue
0 tt‘mt year and that of Fusly 1222, After that adjustment the
settlement of land reve or I x mount
and revenue for Ifusly 1209 w amoun :
a0 o e e for I/us‘]_, 1209 would amount to Pagodas
4,490,620, e that of Tusly 1222 was Pagodas 4,614,394 : the real
mcerease, therefore, being Pagodas 23,763 k S (
& by - y 1)),
3] AN Ve . : ;
. 24, 1 101;1 the acconnts then submitted it appeared that of this
Hicrease only Pagodas 5,569 hadacerned from the extended cultiva
tion of waste lands, Pagodas 4.024 from the discovery of con
] v ATIR AR Y T *\ 1 ‘ ~v ’() -
cealed or the recovery of inundated lands, and no less than Pacedas
14,170 from the additions made to the rents of comp‘u‘-ttively Towl)"'
asse cintes \Whi 360 indive R
n e("ssed estates.  While of 43,366 individuals pavine the total
nd revenue amounting to Pagodas 487,366 only 99 zf67 persons
pPaying P; £ Q. - SIS *
esgami}} ﬂ{g(l)das(?,ll.),Sﬂ were then assessed within the nximunt
: ed by. C 0, ar :
y- Colonel Munro, and no less than 20,899 persons

paying Pagodas 2,7

godas 2,971,518, or more than half of -
ASSOSS ' alf of the revenue, were
assessed above that standard., evenie, W
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25. The Collector added that it was not the land tax alone,
but the aggregate amount of revenue drawn from the province,
which, in his opinion, operated to deteriorate its resources, parti-
cularly the burdensomeness of the salt and tobacco monopolies
and of the sea and land customs and stamp duties. The decline
in the export trade in the staples and the fall in the prices of agri-
cultural produce he considered had also conduced to render the
condition of the inhabitants less prosperous than it was in the first

years of our government of the province.

96. In a supplementary letter M. Kead submitted his views
in regard to the measures that should be
adopted for modifying and equalizing
the assessment in Canara.

From Mr. Read, 19 in cous.
31st January 1814,

97.  After adducing a variety of facts and arguments, with
the view of showing that the assessment in the aggregate absorbed
f the gross produce, and was very unequal in

more than one-third o
expressed his opinion that the Govern-

its detailed application, he
ment demand should be limited generally to 30 per cent. of the
gross produce, including the estimated produce of such parts of
estates as, though now waste, may at a former period have been un-
der cultivation. In Soonda and Bilghi and on the Mahratta
frontier he said 20 per cent. would perhaps be as much as should be
taken. Assuming the land rent to be equal above the ghauts to
364 and below to 363 per ceut. of the gross produce,
ed that a net reduction from the settlement of Fusly 1222 of 4 per

cent. below and 7 per cent. avove would render the assessment
roregate reduction at

very moderate and easy of collection ; the ag
‘ ae
these rates, he remarked, would amonnt to Pagodas 21,5642.

28. On the 28th April 1817 the Board transmitted to Mr.
To Mr. Harris, 28 in cons.  aiTis, who had recently been appointed
28th April 1817. Collector of Canara, cerfain paragraphs of

a minute, which was ultimately recorded on the 5th January 1818,
¢ ¢ in which, after describing the. nature ot

§ 5 : ry 1RIR. 8
Ta cons. e Tanvery | the tenures and the system of revenue

which had existed prior to the acquisition of the province by the
British Government, and tracing the measures adopted by (olone!

19 Jum

he consider-

v
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Munvo, tf

, the Board express 1

: 3 xpressed " reor inci

e press t‘heu regret that the principles on

foe ] _arrangements were founded should have been departed
fom by his successor, observi i ‘ econt |

1cces observing :

their knowledee t} ,1 ) "8 ‘t]mt it had only recently come to

| ge that the Rekah, with the full amount of the Shamil
l J > | . e 2 ) 3

o )c(;m declared the maxinnun demaud on the provinée, and

hoderately assessed land had been Toaded with the assessm ént of

1 e rean N ¢ (6} l’ cse s .
dttl ]bU.tL (1 ”l( (10]" CS5¢ (l \"1 a ‘,(‘, ()“ h( "

) aove v . .
Canara, igricaitural population of

29, the Cgli

29, SoLeCtor was requested

. W uested, with eferenc

Leor o .. i s 1 referetice
observations, to furuish such expl > to these

N anations as he mioht consider
uccessary, and was des s he might consider

Lo

i Arat i "yt Rate ~ Is Al §

oy, s de red to 101}»3.1_(1 a copy of'the paper to Colonel
, vas then m the district, and to submit to the Board

any observations he mivhi i
v observations he niight communicate with reference thereto

I-‘x"_iln Me. ffarris, 2700 Aue- A .gr(.). )J\hv‘ Harris,s reply ; dated 27“1
nl:;t{ L_”l conr. 15th S\'lm'mh:[. 1 u.glht 181 7’ together With WhiCh he lald
817, sefore the Board some remarks by Colonel

Munro, )

131 \( r r 1 ~ o
. < b Y - ] CK SANY ‘

Column 3. ilf‘.‘sessment, the Collector also cxpressed
. 1S ©shief 1y . .
shist even did not heay “iﬂ’ 8 b(,h;f that the ancient assessment ov
B 1t any deoree of 1
estates.  He explained that hel?’ 1bol% of equality ou the several
uent by his estimate of the ‘U‘thul cen guided in‘making the settle-
but that his actual productive powers of tat
: s denn , powers of each estate.
it She o 11ﬂmd{‘ had Nnot been limited to the standard of the
e - + H P N . ’ g L ©
observed by € (l 1 ot the Shamil, because that rule was not strictly
serve . - rule was not str
y Colonel Muuro himself in his first sett] t; and
s first settlement y

A¢ < .

ever since :

rents Of'c;ntZei):g: IS}: ?ug_i'her assessment.  The agoregate of the

Shist and § of the S‘h::e-cl he .Stated to be Pagodas 21,532, 1f the

ment, the ;‘educt' ; ‘f.nl were to be declared the limit 8f assess-
'on from the Jumma of Fusly 1218, he added.

*attributed the deteriorated
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39, Colonel Munro had left Canara before the paper above
Encloswe in Mr. Hamigs luded te was communicated to him.
letter, dated 27th August, in  With reference to it he observed that his
cons. Bith September 1817 former reports and the recommenda-
tions he, as Collector, had made for regulating the assessmeut
were founded on the best information then obtainable, and were the
result of his best consideration of the subject, but that, from what
he had gathered duiing his recent visit to Canara, he wasinclined to
think that the assessment formerly proposed by him for each dis-
trict was sufficiently high ; more accurate knowledge acquired dur-
ing a period of 16 ycars might, he observed, show that the propor-
tions suggested by him were not exactly suited to the state of the
respective districts, but in proposing them he had not thought
minute cxactness necessary, or, if attainable, half so important as
the giving to each district a fixed limit of assessment. In regard
to the maximum that had since been established in the Pottabs
annually issued, viz. the old Rekah, with the full extra assessment
of Hyder, he considered it calculated rather to discourage than
give confidence to the landlords, because it held over them an
assessment which few would ever be able to pay. Colonel Munro
further stated his opinion that Canara was more able then, in 18]-7,
than it was at the time it came under the British Government, to
, and that though there had been partial failures,

pay its assessiment :

particularly in distriets near the ghauts, the country in general
had improved.

312, With reference to the correspondence |

the Board observed that they did not

a

ere adverted to,

To the Cellector of Canie gpntemplate  any measires such as

80 in cons. 30tk October 1517, . ; ‘ ‘ vey

minute local serutiny or new  SUrvey,

) . v

Jization of the assessment in Canara. Theu
demand on all estates.

sment,

with a view to the equi
object was, in the first instance, to limit the
What had hitherto constituted the maximum of asses

i ' shanil, was k » areatl ]
the Shist and the whole of the Shamil, was known to be greatly bc.
of the country, and never had been realized ; and

e to this high standard, in the actual as.
£ the landed property in Cavara, they
state of the province. It was to th's

yond the resourcss
to the approximation mad
sessiment on mMore than hal
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evif they were desirous of applying a remedy. On the whole thfe
Board were of opinion that the best universal standard of demany{
would be the average collections realized from each estate since thie '
province had becn under the British Government ; and they desire}d
tha!: the settlement for Fusly 1227 should be formed on that bass,
This maximum was to be relaxed when necessary, but never added : 0.
34. Before proceeding to carry these instructions into cffe t
the Collector broaght to notice that,
co:;mg:’ q’eDU‘,’nmor’ ie v acted on, their immediate effect woulld
$- 22nd December 1817. be to add from two to three thousahd
Pagodas to the Jumma of the last Fusly ;
;md.as he considered that this result was not consistent with the li’n-
tenfslons of the Board, he solicited their orders. He further l'equést-
ed instructions for the assessment of certain descriptions of land, in
regard to which he considered the rule laid down by the Board not
to be applicable, such as lands descited by their proprietors and
now waste ; Sirkar waste ; lands brought under cultivation since the
acquisition of the country, and for which cowls had been granted
by polonel Munro; also estates which had only been partially
cultivated, and which had hitherto paid' assessment on that portion
un_der cultivation ; and lands hitherto concealed, which had only
recently contributed to the revenue, ,

35. The Board cxplained that, in suggesting the average of
) tormer collections as 1mi S8-
I‘f) the Principal Collector : L'O s s the hn?lt of asd
29 in cons. 20th Decombey MENt, their object was, by fixing a moder-
1817. ate demand, which could not be increased,
. " to protect wnd give confidence to the
wners ¢ 'cmded property, which the measures of his predecessor
\\}f]ere considered to have shaken, but that tl:ey did not mean that
that standard should be indiscriminately applied to all cases.
3‘6. The)t c'onsulered it might be applicable to land of the
following descriptions :—
Fzrst.j-—To all estates fully cultivated, and which had at various
times been assessed beyond the maximumn fixed by Colonel
Munro.
\J
Second,— it ulss . . ;
e 1'}‘0 .esttes cultivated in such proportion as Lo bee
pPable of yielding the maximum assessment.
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Third.—To estates of which the progress of improvement had
been slow under the hitherto fluctuating assessment;
but if the average collections from any considerable
fluctuation in their amount did not appear fitly to apply,
it might, they remarked, be advisable through the medium
of a jury of neighbouring proprietors to fix a progressive
and ultimate maximum assessment,

37. They desired in regard to unclaimed and Sirkar waste
that the rules prescribed by Colonel Munro should be applied, in
regard to land cultivated under cowl, that if its terms had been
confirmed to by the ryot they should be adhered to on the part
of the Government, but that where failures might have occurred
through inability on the part of the tenant, an assessment should
be fixed for a period of 15 years, founded on the past collections,
and a fresh cowl granted, defining the period when the full demand
should become payable, and the amount of the progressive and
maximum assessment ; and in regard to concealed lands that a
similar course should be pursued. Finally, that the average collec-
tions should not be applied to cases already sufficiently provided for ;
where the Jumma had at times exceeded and at times fallen short
of Colonel Munro’s maximum it was considered fair that the estate
should be assessed in future at the average collections made from it,
and where the estate had never paid the full assessment, and was not
likely to yield it in any reasonable time, it was also deemed equitable
that the demand should be similarly limited. The average taken, it
was observed, need not be the average of 17 years or any fixed average, -

.but such average as seems best adapted to the local peculiarities of

the estates past and present. In orderto afford the Collectf)r time
and opportunity to consider how far the principles prescribed for
his guidance would be adequate to secure the objects contemplated,
he was authorized to defer their introduction till the succeeding year,
and to make the Jummabundy of Fusly 1228 in the manner that
had hitherto been customary. .

38, The Collector, on the receipt of these instructions, re-
quested to know when the assessment

From the 00“6“105" 8"“’ in  on concealed land belonging to private
cong, 26th January ' .
cons. 26ith January estates should become payvable, and was

;



150

informed that it should commence from the date of the detection of
the fraudulent concealments. Before proceeding to carry them into
effect he made a further reference for the purpose of ascertaining
whether it was intended that a new assessment should be limited n
all cases to the standard of Colonel Munvo, or whether, where the
assessment had already been raised beyond that standard, the average
“collection should be the rule of assessment. '

39. The Board explained that to adopt any universal or
Tothe Collectors, 11 in dy. indiseriminate rate of remission would, in
cons. L“l“tc‘;()se(g’cm?:tfml81i’; tl_wir opinion, be objectionable. Remis-
Government 9 in cons. oth  sion, they observed, was chiefly requur-
September. ed in those over-assessed estates the
revenue of which it had not been practicable to raise beyond Colouel
Munro’s standard, or which, though assessed at it, had been unable

to pay it; that on the other hand many of the estates which had

been assessed above Colonel Munro’s maximum were understood
jto be fully capable of paying their present assessment. They accord-
mgl.y desired that the average collections might be taken as the
basis of the new settlement, but that i applying that standard the
Collector should personally grant such remission for a term of
years not exceeding 10, as particular estates might require ; 1t was
supposed that in a few cases he might fiud it proper to raise the
assessment beyond the standard of the average collections.  Finally,
the Collector was informed that he must endeavour to keep the ag-

gre_gate of the remissions within the total reduction that had been
estimated by him. :

40. After making the Jummabundy of Bekal and Buntwal
From Mr. Harris, 26th beh.  for Fusly 1228 the Collector reported
ruary, in cons. 8th March 1819 tlat the abatement he had been ()blige‘a to
allow in these talooks alone amounted to Rs. 11,933, ana that
he estimated the remission that would be necessary thronghout the
whole province at Rs. 80,000. ‘ "

41. In submitting to Government the correspoudence that

Board's proceedings & in had passed between them and the Collec-
cons. 8th July 1810, submitted  tor, the Board observed that, frem the
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10 Government on the 12th do.  information which had been furnished by
in dy. cons. 15 do- the late Collector, Mr. Read, they had
been prepared to expect a reduction in
the revenue of Canara, which had injudiciously been raised by him
beyoud the limit contemplated by Colonel Muunro, but they were
desirous that its amount should be determined by the result of the
principles explained by them to the Collector, applied to individual
cases, rather than by any general reduction fixed prospectively, as
had been proposed by Mr. Read ; and they recommended that Mr.
Harris should be authorized to make such remission as might be
found necessary within the amount which had been estimated by
him_ »iz. Rs. 80,000,

42, The Government approved of the instructions that had
been issned for the guidance of the

From the Secretary to Go-  (‘gllector in the future settlement of the
vernment, 30th Aungust, m . .o
cons. Gth September 1810. land revenue of Canara, and authorized

the Collector to make such remissions in
., .
the settlement of the vear as might be found to be necessary.

o o
From Mr. Harris, 30th De- f13. (?n a further representation o
cember, in cons. 10th January  the difficulties that opposed the introduc-
1820. tion of the new assessment in the talooks
of Ankola and Soonda he was autho-
To Mr. Harris, 10 in cons. rized to settle them for Tusly 1229,
10th January 1820. -
: according to the old system.

44. The report of the Collector on the settlement of Canara

for Fusly 1229, wherein he explained the

From the Collector 2nd in  Inanncr in which he had carried 1into
cons. 14th August 1820. offect the instructions for introducing the

d’ lings 26 i
cmﬁ?a;&fl 5;3:,‘;?{);,“““ " new system of settlement, dated the 2nd

From the Collector 13 i Apgust 1820, was taken into consider-

cons. 26th February 1821. . . 8th Decem-
To Government 206 in cons. atloﬂ‘by th'e Board on the 2 .
26th do. ber following. In the observations then

recorded, the Board, from the. language
used by the Collector, were led into an errorin regard to the

comparative amount of the settlements for Fusly 1228 and Fusly
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1229. Mr. Harris in consequence addressed them an explanatory
letter, which was laid before Government on the 26th February
1821. ‘

45. Mr. Harris premised that the remission submitted by hirh
)  to be required in Fusly 1228, and estima-
From the Collector 2nd in .
cons. 14th August 1822. ted at Rs. 80,000, was occasioned by
a temporary and uncontrollable cause, viz.
by storms of wind and rain, and had no reference to the consider-
ation of over-assessment, as appeared to have been supposed by the
Board. He was satisfied that, on the whole, the country was
capable of yielding the amouut of land revenue that had hitherto
been derived from it; but he at the same time remarked that the
large amount of revenue drawn from the country through the
medium of the salt and tobacco monopolies and other taxes had
without doubt retarded its growing prosperity.

46. The settlement for Fusly 4229 was formed according to
the new rules in all parts of Canara, but in Ankola, Soopah, and
Soonda. The following abstract statement exhibits the amount
of the ancient beriz of the province, with the exception of the
districts just mentioned, including both Shist and Shamil ; the
standard rental assumed by the Collector on the average of past
collections, and the amount of the settlement concluded by him for
Fusly 1229, divided into different classes with reference to the
scale according to which the amount of the assessment Wwas
regulated; and distinguishing the number of ryots who, under
the operation of the new system, were assessed above the stand-
‘fll‘d contemplated by Colonel Munro ; the number paying accord-
ing to that standard, and those the assessment on whose estates

was reduced below it with the amount of revenue paid by each
class :—
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. N Jumma-
No. of | Ancient W bundy of

Ryots. Beriz. | Standard. Fusly 1229.

- Rs. Rs. Rs.
i i 28 7° 1,19,396

whist and Shamil ..o ... 5650 | 1,28,722 1,928,386 1,19,
ZA\L: ::I(l:\.:g(le (::lll]eclions ............ 16,396 | 8,93,053, 8,34,669 8,09,691

;

Total above Col. Munro’s maximum .. 22,016 110,21,775| 9,63,055| 9,29,587

PE— L

‘ K ) Shi i
At Colonel Munro's maximum or hist, 2515 | 3,62,367 3,30,528 0,856,337

and § Shamil c.oveeererreeeen g 367 33
At the Shist and 4 Shamil.....ro. .. 462 | 40,597 3(3)’82;’ ?g,géz
At the Shist and § Shamil.....e0... 280 27,248 ol 93:491
At the Shist only «e.evnves Veeees.| 2,698 | 1,68,687 1,36,285 ]’484
At the terms of Cowl  ..eeenoees - 148 3,002 1,613 ,

On Moslputiah orswmnods L PRI oo | soson 20863 20870
Not rented at any standard ...o.. . 398 15,023 12,287 )

—

——

4655 | 2,88,465 2,381,206 1,73,325

e i

|
Total below Colonel Munro’s standard.|

e e
———

Total....| 34,216 i16,72,612115,24,883 13,88,255

47. The beriz of the districts to which the'new settlement
of village taxes but including Devustaun,
amounted to Rs. 16,72,612. The standard rental‘prop(?sed 11{)y
the Collector was in the aggregate Rs. 15,24,883, beu.l‘g thS.
1,47,729 less than the former maximum demand,—that is, thg
whol’e Shist and Shamil. The settlement for the Fusly l?e'mg :
andard rental, modified according to the condmosn Qa;l’ ‘
circumstances of the landholders, amounted to.?s- :E{;Se;te:t,
being a temporary abatement from the new stamdal:l tle v 1‘{ppbo
of Rs. 136,628 and Rs. 9,844,357 below the. standar O et o
Sultan. lOf 34,216 landholders paying t]lfi‘ll' 1i‘er’lts ,,.rle(,ate e
the officers of Government, 92,046 pay.mg ?SS;deina}g;;:rp:tUity "
9,63,055 under the new arrangemen;:’;; fdaslf; e Py Colonc]

: 1 . than the maximum S ’ .
K}tcs hlgl;elf lt’hl dholders, whose aggregate rental is Rs. 3,30,5628,

unro ; 515 1an s . S |
ti ,{’to be assessed at the standard, and the assessmen;
fixed on 35 ' ing a revenue oOf
fixed on the cstates of 4,655 landholders paying a

S0 203uM

I

extended, exclusive

proposed st
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Rs. 2,319296 w
o 31,296 was, under the -operation of the new systei,
educed below the standard in question, .

48. - ; ’
. t{]e '}I‘lhe]settlement of Ankola and Soonda, made according
old plan, amounted t 3., % y 1
o the < thi, a(; ol Rd to f'{:. Z,SG,}IL}O, and the village taxes
hore : aggregate Rs. 18,868, making the total Jumma of
whole provinee for Fusly 1229 amount to Rs. 16.,93,259,
. .« . RN
exceeding the demand for the preceding Fusly by Rs. 31,199
49. In submitting \ A Sl 0
. submitting the Collector’s report to Government the
Proceedings 28 i cone Bozml‘expresscd their approval, in which
98th December 1820, the Government also  intimated their
had o ' concurrence, of the manuer in which he
ﬂa carrle mto' eﬁgtct the instructions for the revision of the set-
ement, and then‘.wwh that hie should extend the new system with-
out delay to the distriets of Ankola aud Soonda.

50. The settlement of Lower (tanara for Fusly 1230 was form
ed according s e ;
From the Collector 11 in fic = .to the new S)'Sfem; but
cous. 25th June 1821, rom the very imperfect nature of the in-
formation pos '
4 possessed reeardine t] :
o . ‘ garding the re-
soul;es of Ankola and Soonda the Collector was indueed to conform
S?tt'e mode of scttlement that had heretofore obtained in these
ls 1‘ rys N ' . , -y :
lets.  To Soopah  also the Surasurce settlement was not
extended. "

- i{;teihi Zegdem?ut (.)f' that part of'.the district to which the
above) extenda; fi}ll)‘lmt)hled, andl to which the abstract entered
S, amounted, exclusive of wilats
13,138,908, exceeding the demand oil-‘\ ;‘usolfy l1)‘2-‘”‘)“1&““]]; t(1)4 ‘IQ{T
which excess chiefly arose from the rents of ost';t;s 61),}/ 1 g] lgte’
men’?s from the new standard rental had l)t;oni all )\:v“;li;li)the
previous year, being partially raised to the full st'u‘ 1.( ‘de(' 1 from
- Moolputtahs issued. : standard, and 19

52. The settlement of Ankola and Soonds amounted t©
FBS;Y }230..Rs. 2,76,570 Rs. 2,76,570, being an' increase of Rs:
e 270,346 6,174 upon the demand of the fore-

—_—

6,174 %iomgyear, stated to have been caused by
= the assessment of concealed lund being

. of the mogani of Budungode, w
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added to the Jummabundy. The village taxes amounted to Rs.
12,128, making the total laud revenue of the province, exclusive
Settlement in Fusly of Moturpha, which was this year for the

1230 Rs. 16,07,608 6 11 first time separated from theland revenue,

1225)\,, 1503842 8 7 Rs. 16,07,608-6-11, and exceeding
+ pha 6,352 11 ¢ o :
Deduct Moturpha 6,352 149 41,0 povenue of Fusly 1229, after the

13,8748 4 10 pecessary  adjustment of the item of

20,] 19 2 1 l\‘IOturl)ha) by I{S. 20,1 19'

53. The Collector reported that he had commenced an experi-
mental survey denominated ¢ Panee ” or
trial by sight and measurement, which he
stated to be founded on the usages of the country, and carried on
by means of his fixed establishment of servants. These he repre-
cented to be incompetent to the proper performance of the task,
hority to appoint a separate establishment for

Paragraph 14.

and he requested aut
the purpose. The Collector strongly urged the necessity of a sur-
vey being made of this part of the district, with a view to the
development of its true resources, and submitted certain proposi-
tions relative to the conduct of the proposed survey and assessment,
in regard to which the Board deferred passing any opinion until
they should have before them a specimen of the survey of a few
villages.

54. The Government approved of the proceedings of the

Board's Proceedivgs,20th in  Collector, and on the recommendation of

cons. 29th October 1821 the  Board authorized the surveying
ft;&llnDe(:gr:ﬁ::rlfmn’,/ weons: o stablishment which he had requested.
55. On the 27th May following the Collector laid before the
From the Collector, 27th Board statements exhibiting the result of
May in cous. 3rd June 1822 the experimental survey and assessment
ith a report in explanation of the

principles on which it had been conducted.

56. The plan on which the Collector proceeded was first to
class the lands of the village under the heads of paddy and garden ;
the former were divided mnto three sorts-—the first sort being

K

;
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situated under tanks, was liable to be overflowed and have the crops
destroyed, but to counterbalance this it had the advantage of being
convertible every second year into sugar-cane planttttion ; uf;
§econd sort la‘y above the level of the tm;)k,, and wa; watered,ﬁ'om
it ; and the third was still higher, and the cultivation depended on
the usual fall of rain, and was considered the surest crop " The
stulls or plats of land were measured ; and one-third of thé gross
produce ascertained by actual reaping and measurement conv::)rted

into itable
: money at equitable and moderate rates was assumed as the
uture money assessment,

57. The scal.e of assessment proposed for garden land was re-
gfl}lated b){ the estimated value of the produce, and a certain number
of trees being assumed to grow on a specified extent of’ land, a fixed
rate of teerwah became payable ou the number of goontas of
grom}d includcd in the garden, without reference to thebnumber or
description of the trees, or their productiveness.

r L Al . . »

58. lhc'a result of the new survey and assessment of the lands
ofthe.mogam to which it had been applied is exhibited in the
following comparative statement :—

Add mcrease which

Amount to he
may hereafter

Amount of the

resent J ~ | assessed by the
g‘undy of “;}::l? Survey, exclusive Increase by be realized if the Total Net
1231, of Bunger Tennn Survey. Bunger and Nusht Increase-
and Rekahnusht, be brought into
cultivation,

Rs. a. p.| Rs. a p.| Rs p-| Re. a p.| Rs. a

(]

B

4

Mr. Harri i st
assessment a{r 1(118 expressed his conviction of the moderation of the
sion to the ;:Stucff:dsfrom the survey, and his opinion that its exten-
of Soonda and Soopah would be productive of an

3 l 1

59. W o
of Governmelrfltlvs): rticular injunctions to be careful that the demand
$ moderate, the Principal Collector was authorize
N
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to use his discretion iu levying the new assessment of the mogani
in question, and to entertain an establishment to enable him to survey
and assess on the same principles the whole of the Ankola and

the Balaghaut Talooks._

60. On the 24th August 1825 the Principal Collector, Mr.
Yaly . 1 ) are .
From the Principal Collector, Dabington, submitted a report on tl.xe fur-
2.4th August 1825, in cons. 3uth  ther progress that had been made in the
il 1R29 .
April 1827, survey and assessment of Soonda.

61. e reported, that in addition to the Buddengode mogani,
the survey and assessment of four other moganies, viz. those of Wront-
ghy, Palliah, Maganoor, and Mulligy, had been completed on the
sare principles as had been followed by Mr. Harris in regard to

the first mentioned mogani, and that

Board's Proceedings, 30 in the land measurement of the Punchmahal
32??953310‘&'51ml.b,f,'mtBjé’fﬁ of Ankola and the Talook of Soonda,
March in cons. 10th April with the exception of one mogani, had

1828. I
been finished.

62. The result of the survey and assessment of the four
moganies above mentioned was an increase of revenue to the
extent of Rs. 1,924, but the Principal Collector expressed doubts
s« whether, under the Stulwar settlement that had been adopted,
the ryots might not be induced to relinquish parts of cstates now
under cultivation.” Mr. Babington explained that his apprehension
arose from what he conceived to be crroneous in the rules which
had been preseribed for the conduct of the survey. According to
them, one-third of the gross produce was to be fixed as the share of
Government on all kinds of land, «“ good, bad, or indifferent,” :m(‘l it
appearcd to him that the assessment so determined could ‘not fall
tairly on each sort. As the expenses of cultivation are less 1n good
land, so the profit to the ryot would proportionably be greater
than from bad land, and he was fearful that if the assessment was
regulated on that principle it might have a tendency ?o cause the
ryots to throw up all inferior lands and concentrate their stock and
labour on the superior description of land. He therefore re.zquested‘
authority to fix the assessment on each entire estate, consisting of
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good and bad }aud,- at an amount equal to one-third of' the gross
produce, and to sub-divide it on each sort of land at rates varying
from 35 to 20 per cent., instead of : R =
for the whole. T ., mstead o one uniform rate of 33} per-cent.

e whote. T'his, he thought, would ob{viate the objection he
conceived to exist to the plau followed by Mr. Harnis.

63. The Board observed that the object which was consider-
ed by Ml Babington desirable, viz. so to regulate the assessment
as to give the ryot an equal net profit from every acre of land
he may occupy, was not only not attainable in practice, but was
wrong in principle ; that the proper object of Government was to
equ:fthze therassessment on the land, not the profits of the
cultivators. To equalize the profits from good and bad lands, they
observgd, would be to render assessment in reality very unequal
fmd un‘]ust.. The proprietor of good land would be taxed not only
m pl‘Op?l'tlon to the larger return which it yielded, but in a greater
proportion. e would not be even on a par with the owner
of bad land who would enjoy an equal profit, and from being

a.nswerable for a smaller amount of revenue would mcur a smaller
risk. \

t 64. The Board, after explaining what they considered the
;lf }tlheﬁlylof a just assessinent, and the various circnmstances
which should be adverted to i i R
P rted to 1 regule 3 PP
land, desired that the Princi ol lating the assesswent oF the
o | at the rincipal Collector would proceed to assess
. Zw villages of those which had already beer surveyed in the
T « N vex - ra . . 4 M
%e lnei;lntlogdn%tls’ lttl the li‘te“ which, from the result of his inquiries,
1t consider them able sar - and af .
le to bear ; and after completing the work

ubmit for the consideration of the Board the detailed accounts of

men S, COt ras l”r(‘ t asSs ‘bSln nt

thus determined with what would have been the settlement at the

ra S CATIOS .
Oftfls of assessment plOpObed by Mr. Harris, with a full exp]anation
e process by which the new assessment was arrived at, and of

the causes of an lati ;
caus y deviation that might appear duced
from Mt. Harris’s rules. ght appear from that dbd?

65. T EN
he Principal Collector was also requested to assess two

or three villages o .
ages containing only rice lands, and similarly to cubmit
5

’
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the results for the Board’s consideration, on which they would be
prepared to furnish him with particular instructions for his guid-
ance in completing the settlement of Soonda and Soopab.

66. The observations of Government on the subject contained

Tn zans. 10th April 1828 in Mr. Chamier’s letter, dated the 28th
30, in cons. 30th April 1827, March 1828, were, together with the
In cons. 10th April 1828.  proceedings of the Board above referred

to, communicated ou the 10th of April for the guidance of the
Principal Collector.  Mr. Babington having soon after proceeded
to Europe, and Myr. Dickenson, who succeeded him, having admi-
nistered the affairs of Canara for a short period only, the Board
were not furnished by them with any account of what may have
been done in pursuance of these instructions ; and the attention of
the present Principal Collector has been so fully occupied with
matters connected with the general state of the district that he can

hardly have had time or opportunity to carry on the survey.

7. ‘'The annexed abstract statement exhibits the amount of
theannual settlements of the land revenue of Canara since the revi-
sion of the assessment in Fusly 1229 by Mr. Harris, distinguishing
the revenue of that part of the district to which the Surasuree sys-
tem was applied from the revenue of Ankola, Soopah, and Soon-
da, which have been settled for the most part on the old plan, and
contrasting the amount of the actual settlements of Lower Canara
with the ancient Rekah and the standard rental of that part of the

province assumed by Mr. Harris.
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68. It is necessary to explain that previous to Fusly 1232 the

; ; R D B revenue derived from Coomry lands or uplands sitgated on the
2 . - W | ol . SN ! . .. .
& T as S e #Proccedings 19 in cons. 19¢h  sides of hills was entered in the accounts
4 B8RS 2 August 1822, . under the head of village taxes, but under
= o= i o 13 . N ’ ) . X
{ - Rl N the orders® of the Bcard has since been brought under its proper
cod — — |~ R
o 2 mEe = head of laud revenue.
X . (el - ~—
% & = : . , o ,
= Pl B 69. Tt will be observed that during the eleven years that have
e = 2iE & . . < \nt 1 ; anar
2 = g:g; A R clapsed since the revision of the asscssment in Lower C‘m:‘ua by
,,,,,,,,,, oo Enie e Mr. Harris the settlement of that part of the district has not 1n anyl
: . ' ' * 5.7 347 11 12 year attained the standard rental assumec
I oY R ) e Rs. 15,77, + ten ¥ nt 'Of‘ the
a = [”‘ - 0 by him.* The average amou
~ ~ - — ag N v g . |
= i E8i%1|3 tRs. 16,10,025 0 settlement of the last four {uslics, included
§ §2 OE ?rza 1Rs. 16,07,140 0 0 in the statement, falls considerably short
— — S ‘ cour fuslies 1 i cceeding the -
NI of the averaget of the four fuslies nnmcdlatclgtlsu. t od‘ "
s . : . : - The averacet 1¢ intermediate
65 “ NE : LT introduction of the new system. The ave dDLf ‘01 e (w‘el
" . we 2 . < the » first averaoe rher that aver-
= g BS 2 8 three years is lower than the first average, but higher tha
2 L I ’ .
B sior |8 13 age of the last period.
Iy ey T R S : 3¢
: | =0. The fluctuation in the amount of the scttlement of thelsb
3 . ol o = ’ . g
G T oanlnlw several years has been mainly caused by the natural elfl”e(:ts1 of the
.. n : e e  porie -al produce.
E e ?’,%l E i;’i seasons and by the variation in the prices of agricultural pr
= ~Z 12 18 ]
ok I = . Yo ¥ 932 Mr. Harns
I LTTEE o A 71. In reporting cn the scttlement of Fusly 1232 M H: .
4 ) R RO o represented  that, though 1t exceeded in
4 < — . . ! . )
i ol B From the Colleetor 17 i gmount that of the preceding year, 11L
- ] S : . > 1892 . - . -
E & Z0%cE cons. 20th June 1823 must not thence be inferred that tlt;l‘
. otan | - ~ -
/ Nle |<$ . y eanfrary. 1 rices ©
- - - country was prospering; on the coutrary, from the 10;"’ PO osed
8 Do orain during the preceding three years and the obstacies PPf >
= R e o ‘hed with other causes, the general state 0 tnc
Fi EE to its export, combined with other causes, g | to render it
= ol Lo . . . ] s ch asto
=RE TN Z agricultural intercsts appeared to him to be Su]di osted with
PR R .
St . ~ advisable that he should be o
| §is Board's Proceedings 20 ' 3isoretional authority to grant remissions
g -3 . cons. 25th August 1823, From - o fusl to the extent ol
1 ::E: : Government 4 in cons. 10th in the cnsuing L. y derst: : |
S : November. Rupees 50,000, which, O(;l thi‘, UE -u;l Al i
5 -5 : ‘ a3 Ty
R & : ) farv and on e alowced
ST ing that the indulgence should be temporary > ‘Y o]
5 :E 3 1 lices of grain continued, was accordingly
. -8 ;ﬁ SO ]ong as the low P >
g gflz 2
ERZ g granted.
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'*E sg = 21 jum
s oH v




162

2 e rthare .
72. On the ﬁuthe.l representation of the Principal Collector

From the Prineipal Collector
5th December 1822 in cons. 2nd
January 1523.

¥rom do. 11 in cons. 20th
Febroary,

Proceedings 220d i
220 My, g in cons.

From Government 11 in cou
17eh July, nt 11 1n cons.

To the Principal Collector
14 in cons. 14th August,

that the export trade in grain had greatly
decli.ned, and that the conscqugnt re-
du‘ctmn m the selling prices materially
aflected the means possessed by the ryots
f)f'paying the Sirkar dues, the Government
 this ycar aathorized a reduction of the
export duty on rice from 10 to 3 per cent.
The old tariff valuation was also set aside

and orders gi
given to collect duty on the current selling prices 5 a

modification was at the same time made in the

custom duties leviable

on betel.n .
shape t tuht’ pleppel’ and cardamoms. The relief afforded in this
0 e ¢ .
e landed interests was very considerable ; the amouut

of revenue relinquis X
quished by the reduction on the d i

3 t v . »

was estimated at Rupces 1,40,737. duty on rice alone

73. . . X

theis usualhll coil§eqxllence of the prices of produce having regained
evel m the course of s £ : LG

of the following year the anticipated

thhro? the Sub-Collector
: une In cons. 12t}
i v July
Board’s Proceedings 21st in
co;s. 21st October.
"rom Government 16 in ¢
22nd November, 1 eons.

of the Principal Collector,

settlement
season.

74. There was a small incre

From the Principal C
pal Collec-

tor 11th August in cons. 26th
Se;})}tember 1825,

oard’s Proceedings 3rd i
COIF. 3rdGN0vember. & "

‘rom Government 29th No.
vember in cong. 5th December,

remission was found to be but partially
necessary ; and the decrease which oc-
curred in the settlement of Fusly 1233,
comparcd with the preceding one, was
ascribed by the Sub-Collector Mr. Stokes
(on whom, in consequence of the death
Mr. Harris, the duty of reporting on the

devolve ai
d) mainly to the unfavourabl> nature of the:

L9341 ase in‘ the settlement of Fusly
234, from which, however, the Principal'
Lolle'cto);, Mr. Babington, requested that
he might be allowed to make a remission
to the extent of Rupees 7,0()().to the
ryots of Soonda and Saopah in conse-
quence of the low price of betel-nut,
which he was accordinely authorized
to do. e

J.

Trom the Principal Collee-

tor 26th October 1826 in cons.

Hth April 1827.

Board’s Proceedings 21st in
cons. 21st June.

Frow Government 31st July
iu cons. 9th Angust.

From thePrineipal Collector
15 in cons. 21th Septenber.

Board's Proceedings Ist in
cons. 1st September 1823.
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v5. Inthenext Fusly the prices of grain continued favourable,

but the season was unpropitious, and the
revenue in consequence fell somewhat
short of that of the preceding one. The
Principal  Collector represented  the
necessity of granting remission to the
proprictors of certain estates in the
Buntwal and Barcoor Talooks which, he
said, had suffered severely from over-
assessment. The Board concurred in

the propriety of granting reliefin cases of notorious over-assessment,
but thought that it should be given, by way of cowl, expressly as a
special and temporary indulgence.

From the Prineipal Collector
15th Angust in cons. 13th Sep-
tember 1828,

Board’s Proceedings 30 in
cons. 30th October.

Trom Government 9th in
cons. 11th December.

From the Principal Collector
23rd January in cons. 5th
Yebraary 1829.

Board’s Proceedings 14 in
cons. 14th June 1830.

From Government 30th
July in cons. 2nd August.

From the Principal Collec-
tor 19th in cons. 29th October
1829. v

Board’s Procecdings 17 in
cons. 17th June 1830.

From Governmient  30th
July in cons. 2ud August.

78, During the late Tusly

From the Principal Collector
1st in cons. 29th December
1830 .

Do. 17th in cons. 27th do.
Do 14thin cons. 20th Jan-
ugry 1831. .

Board’s Proceedings 31st
cons. 31st March. )

From Government 3rd 1
cons, 5th May.

7G. The season in Fusly 1236 was
again favourable, but the prices of grain
had sustained a decrease. Sickuess also
prevailed, and the settlement consequent-
ly fell short of that of Fusly 1235 by
Rupees 23,299.

%7. The season was on the whole
favourable during Fusly 1237, and the
prices of produce at average rates. The
result of the settlement gave a small in-
crease on that of the foregoing year.
During Fusly 1238 the season was equally
good, but the prices of grain had fallen
‘» the settlement ; however there was a

small increase.

1239 the season Wwas again un-
favourable, and the prices of all produce,
with the exception of betel-nut, unprece-
dentedly low. In the settlement there
was a net decrease below that of the
preceding year of Rupees 33,254 arising
chiefly from these two causes. The
Principal Collector reported that difficulty
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in making the collections and distress was very generally experi-
enced owing to the depressed state of the grain market, and that, as
he saw no immediate prospect of improvement in the prices of
produce, he was apprehensive there would occur a further and large:
falling offin the revenue of future ycars. '

79. Thevery imperfect nature of the information furui"shed_
to them in regard to the annual scttlement of the land revenue ot
this provinee, attributable to the defective system of account that
has obtained in it for many years, and the destruction and mutilation
of the old records, has been a frequent subject of complaint with the
Board of late years. I'rom a recent communication from the Principal

From the Principal Collector Collector it appears that the whole of the
18th Junein cons. st July ancient accounts which were taken from
4350 the shanbogues by Colonel Munro and
deposited with a view to security in the talook cutcherries, have since
been nearly all destroyed by insects or by fire, and what remain are
stated to be so extremely imperfeet and mutilated as to be totally
useless. It is greatly toberegretted that more cffectual measures for
the preservation of these valuable documents had not been adopted
by the officers in whose charge they were deposited.  Many of the
accounts of a more recent period are also not forthcoming, and from
the manner in which such as are now extant have been prepared no
reliance can be placed on their accuracy. Partly on this ground,
and mainly with a view to the correction of alleged inequalities in
the existing asscssment, the necessity for a new survey has, more
than once, been urged by the officers in charge of the provinee:

The Board have hitherto been unable 0

From Mr. Babington 20th  judge of the necessity for the adoptio?
September in cons. 3rd October o
1825, of that or any other measure having

the same object from the want of

tlie means of obtaining a clear insight into the actual operatio?
and bearing of the present assessment; but, as before noticeds
the Collector has been authorized in the meantime to grant
such remissions as might be necessary in all cases of ascertained
. To the Principal Collector 8 OVer-assessment. By instructions on the
m cons. 8th February 1830. subject to the Principal Collector the
Board have endeavoured to lay the foundation of a better system ©

s
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account, calculated to illustrate the true nature and effect ﬁf tile
annual settlement, and they confidently hope that, ‘thﬁou(i_g tlg
instrumentality of the third member who has been specially elI))::tti :
by Government to inquire into the state of the province, a .

From Government 12th ia  system of revenuc managc?mer'xt may e
oo lsml\l"\"gq“tfﬁ(i: "l i introduced. In the meantime it is so falf
cofs]:o?llth Decentber. catisfactory to find from the 1'epf)r.t of
Mr. Stokes, recently made to ‘Govo'rnment, that that (t)fﬁce}n (1rs (t)o
opinion * that the late commotions in Canara werce not Owilis
the state of the assessment.”

(True Extract)
(Signed) D. Ervior,

Secretary.

Collector’s Cutcherry,
Mangalore, 20tk September 1848,
To thE SECrETARY To BoaRrp o ReveNuE,

. .

Str,—By the minutes of consultation of Government under
s 1 (9} [ ) 1 3
Board's Procecdings 16t date 2nd .Lmu:uy 1847 my attention
Novembey amm’ No. 602, was called to the several papers connect
0. 0. 3rd September 1 .

- ed with the Pr i
1846, o ]le 1lloceedmgs of the Board
. , 1e land revenue svste -
and 1 was mstrreted to eyv 1 o ysem of Canala,
ation to ] b 1 give my deliberate and best consider
B i¢ subject, and to submit m 1 :
. ) Su Yy views at as carly a peri
. o ' - period
ei mlght be consistent with the attainment of sufficient local
bepeuencc. fI‘hc subject las since the receipt of these orders
o 1eln onc .wlnch has much occupicd my attention. I have care.
aSl ti Studled' the whole of the papers connected with it as far
ey are within my reach, and have endeavoured to bring the
experience which my general duties as Collector have thrown in m
Way to bear upon the questions which
oard. In now venturing to write u
W1§hmg 1t to be inferred that I consid
ficient experience

have been discussed by the
pon the subject I am far from

er myself to have attajy
‘ ) aned suf-
to pronounce a confident opinion upon all the
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many important subjects involved. On the contrary, the more I
have studied them the more I have found them involved in difficul-
ties, and so many consideratious to arise out of the different bearings
of the question as they are viewed with reference to'the individual
and general iuterests of' the people or those of the Governmert,
-the desire to correct abuses without introducing unnecessary
Innovations, and the uncertainty which must exist respecting the
effept of changes until they come to be tested by actual experience,
that T would willingly have deferred for some time loneer to address
the Board. I have, however, formed a definite op:;nion upon at
least some of the points lately discussed, which I think it unlikely
tha.t I may hereafter sec reason to change, and there are others
which may be considered more as matters of fact than of opinion,

and which I have less hesitation in now making the subject of a
letter to the Board.

2. The late discussions which have taken place respecting the
revenue system at present in force in Canara, and upon which the
Board and the late Principal Collector, Mr. Blair, entertained opi-
nions so widely different, may be divided under two distinct
heads, which will, as it seems to me, prevent perplexity if they are
kept as distinct as possible.  The one is the general system of land
revenue traced from its commencement, particularly with reference
to the introduction of a general or partial survey by which its
‘k?feCtS may be remedied, and the other is the soundness or other-
wise of the measure introduced by Mr. Viveash for improving the
system as it then existed, but without disturbing the Tarrow settle-
ment made by Mr. Harris. To some pointsocomlected with the
latter I have already had occasion to refer in my report on the
settlement of 1256, and although not so fully as may be deemed
necessary hereafter it is to the former branch of the subject that 1
purpose principally to confine my observations,

3. It will not be necessary for me, in reference to the past
re:;‘scnl' ‘history of Canara al- fiscal history of Canara,.to do more than
Y givenby the Board. refer to the Board’s Proteedings of the
:l5th September 1831 and 16th November 1843 in which all that
13 noW known of it i3 concisely and clear],y traced from the

v,

Board’s views.
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earliest times, and the result of the measures adopted since the
acquisition of the province discussed.
With the inferences and arguments which
the Board has ¢educed from these results, as shown in the last nam-
ed of its Proceedings and in those subsequently held on the
: settlement of Fusly 1254 as far as they

3rd September 1846. relate to the defective and unsatisfac-
General concurrence in the tory nature of the carlier settlements,
I desire at the outset to express my
gencral concurrence. The subsequent or later settlements, as
they are founded entirely upon these, must of necessity in a great
measure partake of their defects. There does not appear to be
any difference of opinion as to the fact of the generally improved
Board’s Proceedings 3rd Sep-  state of the country. It is remarked
tember 1846, paragraph 17" that « botl the Board and Principal Col-
lector concur in believing that the district generally has greatly im-
proved in wealth and prosperity, but that the revenue so far from
indicating that any improvement has taken place would rather
tend to the opposite conclusion, and that, too, where the progress
of improvement has been the most rapid and perceptible.” My
own observations and inquiries fully bear out this remark, and I am
strongly impressed with the belief, that not only has there been a
vast improvement in the state of the country, but that it ncver was
in such a state of prosperity as it is at present. Indications of this,
which cannot be deceptive, are furnished by the immense increase
in the population and agricultural stock, by the flourishing cocoanut
plantations every where springing up on the coast, the cxtension of
cultivation over the waste lands, in the difficulty of procuring l'a.nd
for purchase and the increase in the price paid for it, the facility
with which it is let and sublet to tenants, and even by the obstinacy
with which the possession of the smallest spot is contested, ar‘xd the
shameful manner in which every species of fraud and forgery is per-
petrated to obtain or hold possession of it. The Board has, however,
noticed the fact, .the correctness of which t'here is no room left
for disputing, that all this increasing prosperity has been attende.zd
with a very insignificant addition to the revenue, and that this,
such as it is, is derived almost wholly from the Balaghaut talooks.

Paragraph 49 at infra.
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The statement given in paragraph 17 of its Proceedings of 3rd
September 1846 admits of a slight correction, but the difference is
so small as to be immaterial to the general question.

4. The result, as given by the Board, shows a slight (1.301'0;18(5
Discrepancy in former state- inthe 8 Tarrow scttled talooks of Rs. ,4,889
;22?;3“ yearly reveuuc cor- a‘nd 3,195according asthe average of the
first and last ten years, or the highest

year of each of thesc periods, istaken. Thereis, however, in reality
Highest years— a small increase in both these periods, in

2050 s 144,607 the average of the first and last 10 years
1254 Land 14,42,875
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6. In its proceedings of the 16th November 1843 the Board

Former estimates not access-
ible. Paragraph 57.

has referred to a calculation made in 1807
by Mr. Thackeray of the probable produce
of Canara, and a similar one appears to

have been previously mnade by Mr. Read in 1802. These are

5th Report, paragraph 816.

Herewith enclosed B.
sumption and from the
Population in Fusly

1210 .. .... 592,000,
1257 ...... 994,000,

not accessible to me, but I have been at
some pains to frame a similar one, de-
duced from the probable internal con-
ascertained exports by sea and land.
The increase of population since Fusly
1210, as given by the first and last census,

"is 402,000, showing an increase of no less

Salt.. .. 10,569

14,53,344

Increase .. .. 7,373

of Rs. 5,257, andbetween the two highest
years of these periods of Rs. 7,373. The
difference in the calculation has arisen
from the fact of the beriz on salt-pans
having been previously to Fusly 1240 cre-

_dited as land revenue, whereas it has since been kept separate and

Average of 10 years—
First, 1209 to 1218..14,27,054
Last,1245 to 1254

Land 14,21,742
Salt.. .. 10,569

no longer appears under that head.  This
will be apparent from a statement
which I have appended to this letter,
showing the actual collections in cach year

than 68 per cent. in somewhat under half’ a century. Such an in-
crezse, which is not far short of that which has taken place in England
during the same period, is, I believe, unprecedented in any other
part of the Madras Presidency, if not of India generally ; but there
seems no just ground for suspecting the general accuracy of
the earlier census, and that which has been just completed has been
framed with particular care and attention.

7. 1 have taken the consumption of grain Dby a family at
somewhat below that adopted by Colonel

— 1,32,511  since Fusly 1209, distinguishing those
Increase . ... 5,957 settled by the Tarrow from those which
' were not so, and keeping the revenuc
;gnt;fe;?:’te; Coorg moganies as well as the beriz of the salt-

5 4] M . St
5. Before proceeding to offer any observations upon the fact

Estimate of the present and established by the Board of the stationary

former resources of the distriet, rEVenue of Lower Canara, it will not be ,

. out of placeif I shortly advert t0 the
subject of the general resources of the district, both at the com”
rr}encement of our Government and at the present time, with the
view of attempting to throw some light upon the question of how
the land revenue has borne upon these at the respective pel‘i"ds’

and. : . .
nd of enabling the Board to judge whether there existed fair and

legitim ’
ate O‘rounds f . R :

S5 or the expectatio radus wease
the revenue, pectation of a gradual 1ncrc

Probable Consumption.
Colonel Munro’s Estimate.
2 men ) 3 seers of 128 Rs.
2 women >weight =384 Rs.
2 children ] weight.

2 men at 1 seer per

Munro in the ceded districts, and have
assumed it to be as follows, a family con-
sisting of 6 persons—

diem.. 2 ) 41 seers of 78 Rs. weight

3 seer 172 :
2 women at 3 seer  ...... 13 351 Rs. weight.

;=
2 children at § seer. ...... ] )
And in calculating the price I have allowed for one-fifth of the po-
pulation consuming the cheaper kinds of dry grain, such as raggy,
allowing the price of rice to be 30 seers per Rupee and of raggy 42
seers. In this and in every other respect the estimates and prices
have, wherever there was room for doubt, been taken at a low rate,
i. e, at a rate unfavourable for showing a large increase. The parti-
culars of the calculation will be found in fuller detail in the state-
ment (B.) appended to this report, but the following is an

abstract :—
22 JUM

)
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————
. i

Fusly 1910. { ¥ 57

: ! Tusly 1257,
Population 5,892,000 % Population 4,44,000,
| G per cent

i
I
|
]

."'“ - "“"”"“’"J T T T T e e s . lnerenve
Quantity, Prieo, 7 Quantity. o Price.
i eers, s, I Seors. Rs.
Cirain ! |
[ e, e e 20,40 10,936 Pin n g 300
1020500000 50,95,310. 27,20,07 560, 85,51,950
Deduet— A, ! [
| |
Imported from Mycore  sal ; I
cowsumed o Canarn ! 2551500 5 i
MLl 0551500 5.0 906 5408
| = ) ( 83,030, 1O2.06,0000 340,200
S e T

|

Nt 15,95.08,5000 5008000 on '
. | 3,565,085 )‘, UO,‘.)\*,J(:\): ‘lf),lf?,iil,;}ﬂ(}: H2,11,750
oeoanuts L, Ned 5600000 ! 00
Setlne o ,,,r'{)),.r)() if «;.3014\_‘»«;} 6,63,00,0000  10,60,800
Pepper oL, R 'h,“.t(o‘j LES”;Ni 5’400}‘ 9,000
. sy 21,000 I 55.H00
'IV ,‘!Z?l, . : VWf:_* T T
! | IRZZEZUT I 94.97,050
(h‘gin, exelasive of cstimate ] 1 - B
n]np()rts from shove th(-; i
ghauts. . ..., .... 2.52,00000 840000 70.& '
i N 2.52,00, N o LT0R2.000 0 15.69
i’sm ll-nnt by land and sea,, .. ] Iv’LU(J‘l{ 0,060,000 20 U‘)(jl _"90‘("“”
Pepper do, . 1,100 55,4 100] o ?‘./zn’u“::i
Uarda 3 o T PO T 20,000,
irdamoms  dg. o ].5()' 57.200" 24y 5,600
i | 240 1,05,600;
Total I | rEw | ’
slal Lxpores., L. 15.12,200 565 |
| 2 7:,:(.)1); e f 25,653,000,
Total | -~ g e o
Potal,, ! l- 7284210, 11,2062 ()50’
) l i ! I Ay U
:t: i; the gross produce ... . J | 13,21 ()T"r IEOREY: "
A " 521,002, (VS Fr 5% 5]
uho b I MAGsdz L o210
RTINS -3 U157 (O 10’:;4-2’
Sett ement .....,....... } i 1= ‘\ ’ ]
co { { ]/:3&701;‘ e 18,75,27.’:]
Average of first and last H\. ; " o
veurs' settlement. | . . . |
...... bo17,69,005 b 18.45.505! Mmausive
_ | ! i’ f 18,456,695 (,;!(cuorr:'

I -the above statement it will be observed that 1 have
thn,m,,e,“.c i prices i s\_nm,d an uniform price of rice for both
¢ calenlation. periods under comparison, Thisis, how-
SC¢ UL . . . N ‘
\ » Hie average prices during the first ten years having beet
o anerage per corge of Rassi  about . : N
Hioe from . 1909 11218, Re. 80 s 20 per cent. highor than during the
1956 -Rsﬁ-to;n Fasdy 1347 1o 1ASt, It was not, however, easy to make
“eiy 0y,
out the statement otherwise, and my
object is principally to afford some means
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of estimating the increased production and its value at the rates
now prevailing. The colnmn of increase, therefore, particularly as
it refers to guantity, would not be affected by the prices during the
earlier period, nor would the present proportion of the land assess-
ment to the gross produce, supposing the estimate to be correct, be
altered. There can be no question, at the same time, that the
state of the country and the facility of collecting the public revenue
would be greatly aflected by the high prices formerly prevailing.
If the gross produce had remained the same while the prices had
fallen 26 per cent. it wou'd have borne hard upon the landholders,
and absorbed nearly the whole of their share. The statement now
given would make the total value of the staple produce of Canara
at present to be Rupees 1,20,62,050, and show an increase since
Fusly 1210 of no less than Rs. 47,77,840, of which the Government

share would have beeii—-

At 4 the gross produce Rs. 11,94.460

8] Wy > yeceNg t - o pa
glc};r;{s?)ldt:l(ln of agsessment to At ! do. . 9,-);9,:‘)63
8 i >, ¢ - -
At 0. ' 7,906,307

0

and would make the present amount of land revenue to be about
one-sixth of the present gross produce of the district, inclusive of
the allowance to the pagodas, and, therdfore, considerably below the
proportion assumed as the busis ot the Nugguer Rekah.
9. If, however, a sufficient proportion of this Increase at ifs
Allowance made for low present price be altowed w3 a set off to
prices. Large increase  sfill
apparent- produce of [usly 1210 it will amount to

tie decreased price of the supposed gross
- [ . v L N e
Rupees 20,36,524, and leave the difierence iu favour of the present

time only Rs, 27,41,5165, and the Governmenc ~hare

s, 6,585,330

‘Atl.. e e
~ D2

l\t l]?..... e e e e R I T ')v487"'(7)‘)
| 4,56,886

At L e

It is, however, perhaps too favourable to deduct 'the C‘n.“,.“'
differcuce in the price of rice, for the other necessaries of life,
such as cloth, oil, &c., have also fallen iu price, and retider hiving
generally cheaper fo the ryot In regard to the other staple



172

pl’odupts I do not find that the difference in price is so great, or the
quantity so considerable, as materially to affect the calculation.

10. Such estimates as the above are no doubt always liable to
_ Uncertainty of such calenla- great error, and cannot be accepted as
ton- more than approximations to the truth ;
but, as formerly remarked by Mr. Ravenshaw, Canara presents,
30th  April 1802  Fifth from its situation, unusual facilities for
Report, page 816. framing an estimate of this nature, and

I must repeat that in many respects the
data above assumed have been purposely taken at a low rate. This

wi]_l be appar(?nt from the value of exported rice given in this calcu-
lation according to the assumed rate and the actual declared value
Exports af 30 seers per taken from the sea customs returns.
Rupec. . .. Rs. 19,09,600. Nothing also, it will be observed, has
yegzdamn‘;a];;;;edg’}c of 3 been taken into'account but staple pro-
. duce. The estimate of gross produce
for Fusly 1210, wiz. Rs. 72,84,210, makes the amount of the
public assessment at that time a little more than one-fourth of the
produce, which it was caleulated or supposed to be by Colonel
Muuaro taking the whole district together, but at the prices then
prevailing it would not have amounted to more than one-fifth.
11. The increase in the population has reduced the share of
Rate of assessment per head. the land revenue paid by each person
_ ahout 35 per cent. The assessment per
head was, in Fusly 1210, Rs, 2-14-8; it is now Rs. 1-14-2.
' It would be satisfactory if the bearing of the entire revente
ncluding those other sources which are actually collected from the
people of the district, were also ascertained ; but I have no account
~of the extra sources of revenue as it appears in the accounts
which, however, cannot be taken, for there are many items appei?-fi“g
as revenue collected 1n the district which are not paid by the inha-
l()lll::;tsllOE Olttéostil,c(lglz gs the sales of salt for inland consumption, export
12. The exports, or what may be considercd the surplus
Amnupt of exports as com- pl‘Oducc beyond that ::onsumed in the
pared with land revenue. country. amount. it will be obs rved to
something under 26 lacs of R " : ‘,  owE e e hé,, .
$ upees, being about 7 lacs in excess ©
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the revenue derived from the land, but not equal to the gross
revenue including other sources. I do not feel clear as to whether
the inference to be drawn from this can be considered favourable or
otherwise, but I imagine that the revenue bears a greater propor-
tion to the exports thar will be found to be the case in other districts
wHich export much manufactured and raw produce, such as cotton
and cloth. In Canara there are no manufactures o.f' any kind what-
ever, and the whole of its external commerce consists in the export

of raw produce, principally rice.

13. While I fully admit the fact that the revenue of Lower
Causes for stationary amount Canara ha§ been statlonar).r, and cannot
of revenue. do otherwise than agree with the Board
in considering it as an unsatisfactory resul't that, after 13early half
a century of peace and prosperity and W1tha' poptlla}tlon ne:flrly
doubled, the revenue should be now only what 1t was 1n the time
when the district was at its lowest and most depressed state. I am
not disposed to attribute it in any great degree. to the .system
introduced by Myr. Viveash, but am persuaded that its cause 1s to be
sought for in the great inequality in the settlement from thf:: com-
mencement, 10 the omission to take early measures for procu:{mg in-
formation upon those points on which the future cogrec:ha n:tr:;;
tration of the revenue would much depen_d, par.tlc.ul:n y (;] e )

d resources of the ostates, in the defective principle on W ich, as
L S to me, the Tarrow settlement was formed, and in the
lfz.:ilfilt)fezrivhich tl’liS want of information. has ever since Oﬂezei ;Z
the people for éncroaching on the. 1'1‘g.hts o? Governnlelll o
evading every attempt to vxpdu:ate its fair claim to a partcip
in the growing prosperity of the country.

14. The inequahty in the assessment, by w.hich the burden ;)f
. the land tax, light asit would appear to

Tnequality of assessment: be, on the whole district has been. SO
as to have been the subject of frequent notice,
find that it has been sufficiently accountfad .for.
It seemsentirely opposed to the principle
Opposed to ancient assess-  fan uniform share of the prod“(‘.e being
ment paid upon all the land on which the

unequally distributed
but I am not able to
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Rekah settlement is said to have been founded, and it is difficult to
account for it in any other manner than by supposing that in the
\lapse of time, and by the frauds of the shanbogues, tavoured by cach
successive change of government, the.
true Rekah had, «n point of fact,” begd
gradually abandoned and lost, and it seems reasonable (0 suppose
that this had never been the case to so great an extent as immedi-
ately previous to the annexation of the provinee to the Dritish domi-
nions. The state of disorganization into which the covernment ol
the country, but particularly the revenue ;ulminism‘ni(m, had fallen
hasbeen depicted in sufliciently vivid colors by SirI'. Munro. He
the

Probable causes of it.

deseribes the  administration under
X Mussulman Government to have been @
serles of experiments of how mueh revenue could he extorted from
the cogmtry: the people were frequently in a state of surrections
the Pl‘m?ipal men kept up a general cun"cspmulmm- from one end of'
the province to the other, they attempted to defeat the objects Ot_
the government by bribing its officers at CVOTY SUCCoSSIVEe change of
Devans or Avophs, The nse of the
registers of fands had heen })!‘01'”’1t
and a great part of thew had been lost, and the native ;u’«'ol!”mms
or shanbogues by whom these had been kept had afl been Jismissee
angers:
vly the

,
fast mentioned, would i themselves be

Paragraph 20.

old

Paragr
ragraph 3. ed,

To Board 31st Moy 1300, and their places sapplied by str

paragraph 2. . Fhese cirenmstances, p:u'ticn!:\

sufficien how ,
i t t]() hllU\V tho utter (l(‘l'(ll“-’:('l'wl”' mio @ ]lit‘h the ]7111)]. 1
) ‘. . .n A l | 1
Dilis ad fallen, and ¢l necessity for extreme caution l
admitting those whicly i | A ! o
readi tD : Heivwere afferwapds prounced as ociume.
214 COQ e ‘ N ' S
seemcst 1}(50111&0 the People appear to have to save \rhcnl-“'l‘ee
S o People 08
of d .O_HVL been the falsification of (he wecounis tor the },nlllo
My H ' |
pri C?Luuln?; the officers of Government, 1 is to this cause e t
Tincip: g ‘ . nd
b l'gl y attribute the CXCOBSIVe incqll'l“"' i the :MCW])CH{
different estatesy - . i ( v e
Such est_-ltc.s sand 1 think i¢ more reasonable when W6 )
~d numerous st o

ances of estafes not paving, as .nnL'u'ul by )

A . . . P "
b of thei, produce, and verv many not s muchs )
v . ‘Oh!m&

lvgash, one-tent
ascribe it Tather

10 the sueeece o L <.
the shanbogyq ¢ success with which influential land!

3 and' their relation, ed {ocon

Hlouy and friends, were enabl

ceal the actual state of their farms, and lower the original assess-
ment, than to the fact of the old Rekah having been originally so
absurdly low as it is now often found. To reject this supposition
“seems to me toinvolve the bnly other alternative, ¢iz. that the prin-
ciple upon which the original assessment is said to have been fixed
never had any operation in these estates.

5. A clue to the true explanation of these great inequalities
Fransfer of asscement feay 15 aftorded in paragraph 51 of Mr. Blair’s
one estate to another in the ne-  letter of the 30th Jllly 1842, lle says
“{ beg to explain that the several additions
to the assessment made under the former government were fre-
“quently unfairly distributed upon the cstates of the poorer ryots, in
order to relieve the rich and influential landholders from the burden.”
There can be no doubt that they were so, and not only in the case
of ““ the additions to the assessment,” butof the original assessment
itsclf.  How, indoed, could it he otherwise ? The shanbogues were
the sole depositories of all iuformation respecting the revenue, they
and their relations were ali landholders, and every facility was afford-
ed by the unsettled state of the country, A trueaccount can seldom
to this day be got from a-shanbogue, and it would be contrary to all
expericuice to suppose that they were more honest then, or that they
would not embrace cvery opportunity atiorded by the confusion mto
which affairs had fallen, and by the successive changes of Govern-
ment, to reap the utmost advantage in their power.  That they did
s0, is indeed so notorious as to render idle

_ (’u{% ‘Nmml““)xzi C.oNos- 4 any laboured assertion of the fact. Nothing
o, b, s and .

coants of shaubogues.

therefore surprises me more than the man-
ner in which the accounts furnished by the shanbogues appear to

Shanbogues” acconuts too have been received at the commence-
readily accepted at the cow- ) ) oe our administration as genuine

mencement of the Company’s i .
Government. documents which might be relied on. The

<« Shist,” or original assessment of each estate, and the ¢ Shamil,” or
subsequent additions, appear to have been accepte(.l, and are .to this
day treated as ifsthey were of ascertained authenticity, and might be
relied on as x'epresentiug the actual state of the assessment, whereas
there can be little doubt that the system described by Mr. Blair, of fa-
vouring influential ryots and oveg;assessing the poorer, was carried
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t0. an extent far beyond what he represents, and that the greater part
of these very lightly assessed estates are the result of such frauds.
In some of them, particularly those situated along the banks of rivers,
the plea of extensive improvements to account for the lightness of,
the assessment has no doubt considerable foundation, but in many
there can have been no room or means of effecting such improve-
ments, and the plea is one of those subterfuges of which a Canarese
ryot is never at a loss to avail himself, and to which the intricacy
o‘f the settlement and the absence of all efficient checks is 80
singularly favourable.

16. The inference which Iam disposed to draw from these
observations, is that we were from the very commencement building

upon a rotten foundation, and that the inequality in the assessment, -

now s0 much complained of, was the necessary result of proceed-
ing upon false data. No district perhaps ever came under the Com-
Want of adequate data and pany"s Government in which some im-
checks for regulating the sctte- mediate measures for ascertaining the
ments. actual resources of the country were more
urgently called for, owing to the confusion into which its affairs
had fallen, the strong temptation to mislead which the great value
of landed property offered to, and the fact of those who could alone
give a correct information, viz. the public servants, being nearly all
landholders, and having interests therefore directly opposed to those
of th.e Government. Had Sir T. Munro remained in charge of the
province there can be little doubt that he would soon have perceived
the absolute necessity for ereating some more secare basis on which
to carry on the settlement than that of a statement of the amount of
produce or of rent paid furnished by corrupt and interested district
servants. He would have seen the necessity of ascertaining what
proportion each estate bore to its assessment, and that it was. not
less necessary for the future administration of the revenue to
have some recor'd of the extent and value of the land than of the
i;alnt pald for it. This would have led to a2 measurement of
even then have be’en wo 1 i1 beum ton O’f caying it o't mig>
now, owing b the ), would have been ten times less than they are
influence which Furopean officers have always
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possessed in a newly acquired country, and the comparatively
trifling opposition, if any, which would then have been offered to such
a measure. In the settlement which would have followed, the
comparative difficulty of equalizing the assessment would have been
even still less, for he would have been unfettered by any regard for
real or supposed pledges g\iven by the changes which have been
effected under decrees of our courts, by the grants of estates in
proprietary right made by former Collectors, and by the sanction
afforded by uninterrupted enjoyment for a long series of years.
17. Independent of direct falsifications of the ancient assess-
ment by the shanbogues there seems
Difficulty of appreciating the much reason to doubt whether the an-
actual bearing of a native sys- . . .
* tem of revenue. ‘ cient assessment had, in practice, been
more than a nominal operation for a

period long antecedent to the acquisition of the province by the

Company’s Governmernt. We are imper-
peclxg’rti‘;cﬁresi,“?;‘:mi"“ s fectly informed also as to the real nature

of the wurgs or so called “ estates”
in Canara, and of many minor circumstances relating to the tenure
and privileges under which they were held, but all of much im-
portance in their indirect influence on the state of the land revenue.
It would lead me too far to enter into any discussion of these points
on the present occasion, nor would it perhaps tend to any useful
purpose now to do so. T will only remark that Canara appears
to me to offer a strong example of the difficulty of engrafting

" the regular, syste-.natic, and bond fide proceedings of a civilized

European government upon the uncertain basis of an antiquated
and fluctuating native system of revenue. There are elements
which enter into the latter which seem to render it difficult to adopt
only 4 portion of 1t and reject the rest without compromising the

rights of Government or those of the ryots, and disturbing the gene-

L  ral working of the system. I refer prin-
tieiW:; ::sel;:m‘;:tm‘}vle,:;egﬁf cipally to the measures of the fqrmer gov-
ly rectified under native go- ernment by which the inequalities in the
vernment. ancient assessment would appear to have
ted, and which rendered the nominal retention

been practically obvia : :
t o matter of comparatively small importance.

of this old assessmen
23 JuM
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Amongst these may be named the practice of indirectly obtaining 2
revenue from the lowly assessed estates by means of a heavy duty on
Export duty alone estimated the transit and export of grain, the pay-
by Sir T. Munro from 20to 25 ment of large nuzaranah for permission to
per cent. of the value, scll or transfer estates, and anotherp’rirlcf‘,ice ’
to which Sir ‘T'. Munro refers in one of his reports, of not allowing
the aggregate revenue of the mogan to
fall off, which in fact amounted to impos-
ing an additional assessment on the nominally lightly assessed
estates, or on the ncreased cultivation in them, and was @ provision
sqmewhat analogous to the system still in force in the ceded dis-
tricts of obliging Potails to hold what are called < Appamini” oF high-
!y assessed lands on the strength of the farge enams which they en--
Joy.  Whatever may be thought of tlws:\, practices n the abstract,

1t1s evident that they aflforded a safeguard more or less efficient
revenue,

tandard
ed the

Fifth Repoft, page 803,

Appropriation of waste Tand aganst the diminution of the

a main cause of stationary and th i inci ‘
' avy it while the principle of a8

assessment and incquality. . ) tle the P m(,l])l(« 17
. Shist on each estate was *recognt?

system render 18 recoenits ' i urnishing ¢
y e edlth‘lzs recognition ot less importance by furnishing
ready means of infringine if. |

. I8, There is one point, however, in connection with this
subject which seems to have so great an influence on the general
revenue as well as an incquality of the asscssment that T shall refe.l‘
to 1t somewhat more in detail 1 the conrse of this report. This 1

with regard t s wact
o o the waste l;mds, to the l;u‘rr)“(: ;\l)l)ropri;[tio

on th ! > My : .
Iam ‘ plle‘a o thetr b?mg ncluded within the liinits of the estates
mchined to attribute in a great measure the fuct, which has

been ¢

e colrftlmci}te(l on by the Board, of the little increase which has

withst:) :1ce in the revenue of the talooks of Lower Canard not-
nding the great ine s6urce’

of the country, and rease i the population and, re
which has taky, a‘]‘( by which it will e scen that the increas®
8 er V3 o .
! place 1n the cultivation hasg gone cxcluswely

enrich the private landholders

19. The Bo: g . . .
oard has noticed with sufficient detail the Va”‘,’us

Former m, N, .
e asaesmfri‘f“xfiiiﬁﬁfi,"lﬂmu measures which were adopted dur®t
Roticed by the  the first 17 years for procuring more Ac”

n of which -
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Board, and the causes to which  curate infor . )
e, Zhe b ; rmation : .
their failure is attributed. ¢ ; W}ﬂl respect: to the
. resources of the estates, all of which
appear. to have had the same unsatisfactory result, because they
were founded upon the returns made by the shanbogues, or the
reports of the ryots themselves, both equally untrue, and because
no megus of checking these or of testing their accuracy were in the
hands of revenue officers, and it is also to be observed that such as
they were confined to inquirics into the ren? produce of the estates
withont any attempt to ascertain the cxtent of the estates.  Itappears
to me, however, sufficiently evident t'lmt the one was no 'Icss neces-
; insight into the actual bearing of the

sary than the other if any
Jand revenue upon the resources of the country was aimed at. If

. the returns of rent or net produce had been kuown with accuracy

. . ] they would doubtless have afforded means

f prodnce anc . . .
,.e,i?fjfj}fg‘fmﬁmﬂm.t_ M of judging whether the revenue paid to
(overament was high orlow, but the

same may be said of other Gistricts besides Canara, It 1s because

no true statement, or even an approach to aceuracy, can be obtained
by any other means that some measurement and classification of
the land becomes necessary, so that it may be known upon what
Jand the revenue is paid, and the probable proportion which it bears
to the produce. No such ifformation, however, was ever gained, or
even attempt made to procure it, except in the Balaghaut, and i -, /
during this state of uncertainty and real iguorance on wh Jaowas
was one of t}- 2 most important points in a question of land l_tga\at ever
settlement that tha Tarrow scttlement was carried into eﬂ,ec)r?a)\?jﬂ“:;x
the southern talooks, the principle upou which it was fram 'h"m {:;mo-
an average of the collections of the 17 previous years. "'nt?d'Ed i
920. The destruction of the records of this office 1 ;/,;,; pwvented
Tarzow gettlement made MY 1‘eferring to the l‘ep01't§i”30f’/’11" Jiarris
without sufficicyt datn. for the arguments by whi€” ? sertlement

. ; supported ; but
founded upon such a basis were advocated an/ Supy ’

. s . C . v me that, even
¢ information exists in other shapes to 15y .
sufficien on exists er shap saff - scely and faith-

ata upon which it was founc ag
had the dat : 11), e _ ou} ddedll))een 841y shown that they
fully ascertained, which experience had a 1}11%018% as a basis on
were not, they would sti'l have been quite »¢d rax.
which to found a permanent and unalterable

7
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21,  Setting aside for the present all consideration of what has
. :\;vesa%? conecﬁo;l in de- been said above respecting the want of
ressed times an unfavourable X 1 ;
Dacisfor s mor et T ablC mff'mlmatlon as to the extent and resources
of the estates which were thus t
‘ ates o be
€r i 1
E vr.nanefltly sett.led, I think that it canuct fail to strike any one
aving his attention directed to this po ] :
g 1 Atk ! dire s point that, taking the circum-
7 mme at which the Tarrow settlement was made, an
N <l y ¢

average of the previous collections would be n

ccossar: ,
unfavourable to the Government. oy most

It was shov 31

. as shown Ly Sir T. M

and not <y [ 3 < 1 y ‘ : unro

ind n » as far as I am aware, cver disputed, that Canara never ha(i
een 1n such a depressed state as it was at the

: fime it came
the government of the Company. under

An average of
rage of 17 years, there-

f B . . . . .
ore, which included thosc which mmmediately succeeded to such’

as * affatr ; i 1
: utase of affairs, would necessarily be nearly the lowest which could
e adopt s 1ot :
; opted.f It 1s not at once that a country recovers its prosperity
and even if 1t could be s b ’
> supposed that the people had
o could | : P 1ad at once
thmmenced their improvements with all the industry and vigour
e yer . Y 41 4 1 ‘ ‘
" y were .capaplc of, still the eatlier years at least would Eave
shown butlittle improvement or increase

10 in the cultivation
how | : . compared
with what has subsequently taken place. )

In point of f; i

' : : act no 1m-
roy hut rie

provements i auy but rice lands have bheen shown m more than

‘ one ])']lf Of t! ese )rcr "3 t - 1 Y2Ya) t . t )] N lante‘l

3 the (! g ’ . -
come Tpyo o \ht. (‘fompany’s government, would not have
the Oqf}[;e tr'llng or paid revenue, the one for more than half, and
averaé‘ r unti nearly the whole, of the 17 years on which the
*» was formed had expired
29. '

€

Improvemexlx}_ut m realit n(.) such rapid improvements either were
ual. only very gra- 01 could have been commenced so early.
under new rul, absenlc}(leosf}ls'pl?.tl«o ln o the l'.nhabitants coming

the low state of tile populatibn WC:}:;({L- a(rl)d agricultural stock, an-d

(o a great MEAS e, and wh;re fhe ‘H(lli lllzllit have prevented
means of ascertaimy, oo y did take p.lace there was no
fore, that to take tL g them. Lo me it appears, there-
less than to make the . 25¢ of these first years zmounted to little
of all future demandz’ €RUe When nearly atits Jowest ebb, the basis
and thus to exclude from the calculation all

prospect of improvem
nt hereafter. 1 do not wish to argue that
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such a principle was in itself bad ; on the contrary if the Government
was prepared avowedly thus to limit its demand, and to allow the
ryots the full and exclusive benefit of all improvements and exten-
sion of cultivation, and tolook for no addition to the public revenue
from the general increase in the wealth and prosperity of the coun-
try,:it would and undoubtedly has operated as a great stimulant to

the industry of the people.
93. 1 cannot, however, ascertain that any such limitation was

deliberately made. On the contrary I

Limitation of demand whe- LY. . .
ther intended to be absolute or observe indications, even in the smallest

not. portion of the correspondence of former
years which is now accessible to me, of an intention of gradually
bringing to account, as the state of the country improved, some of
the deductions which the decrease in the cultivation had rendered
it necessary for a long period to make from the demand. Sir
T. Munro, in a letter to the Board dated in December 1800,
observes It never was my idea that any settlement should have
been so permanent as to be exempted from all fature change,
but only that it should have been so far fixed as not to be liable to
perpetual and frequent alterations, and that the right should
have been reserved for Government to avail itself of the increasing
resources of the country by adding to the Jumma a certain porfion
of the abatement at some after period when it might appear that it
could be effected without detriment to the country.” It was
surely very necessary, before this wise reservation was abandoned
and a permanent settlement effected, that the fullest information
should be obtained, and surer ground occupied than any which the
nature of the accounts and previous settlement presented to Mr.
Harris.
94, Much has been said in favour of former averages as the
: ground work of a fixed settleﬁaent, and
Average collections only & .
properly applicable to land Sir T. Munro has himself observed
already cultivated. « that there is no guide so sure as col-
Jection ;” but this remark must be taken to apply to lands which
have been under cultivation, and presupposes some degree of
information as to its increase or decrease. -Previous collections

are no better test of the capabilities of an individual estate
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when a lff"ge portion of it has lain waste and uncultivated,
fmd remissions have been made on this account, than they are
n th(?, case of a district under similar circumstances. 'To ap-.
ply th.ls remark, then, to Canara it must be recollcoted that‘ the
pract'lce dogs not here exist, as in other distriets, of a ryot only oc¢;
cupying the land he pays for, and throwing the waste land given.up
or left Emcultivated into the general Ayacut Bunzer, or wz?st(;, land
of the village ; but whatever be the amount of waste 1t still continues
attached to the c.state, the beriz heing, except in special cases, remit-
ted. It wasof importance, therefore, in ﬁxing‘ a permanent beriz
on such an estate, not only to have some 1110sz5 of judging whether
1.he' estate comprised only the same quantity of land as that on
\\Ihlch ?he original assessment was fixed, but also to take into con-
sideration the deductions which had been previously made on ac-
count of waste and the remissions granted on other accounts, such as
FhQSe for bad seasons, losses by fire or floods, and by loug and
indulgent cowls or vaidabs ; but none of these circmnstaﬁccs appear
to. have been taken into account, and the actual money collected,
;\ntltl}?ut reference to any of the causes of deficiency, was adopted
aicorgege:g i It‘hence lmpper}ed that a permanent 1‘edl}Cti0n wrf‘s
— . a great number of estates of which the Dberiz was 1
:;ahty very light upon the amount of fand capable of cultivation,
Cll(l)g%gtelg 1\1';3 11;;‘7,6 ‘been so on that which had ;1ctual¥y be.en
in the inst.ructiloens Oil_d appears not to have overlooked this pom.t
pott of which T gather h it issued to the Collector, the general pur-
chr 1 gather from its })roceedings dated .l 5th Scptember

Paragraph 34 et seq. 1831, in which one of the first rules laid
down seems to indicate tl}at the average

collections
- nsIsh‘ould only apply to estates fully cultivated.
- Itis true that the Tarrow assessment was never fixed. at

2{!‘1);’:3 ;?:thllzi,r}l tt'he Shl.st, butit had still no reference to thé extent
% much r'eason ctolon, neither of ‘.NhiC.ll were known, and there was
it should have be ;uSé)ect_the 'Shlst itself that it seems strange that
the, e’stéte, - putfmi opted WlthOl}t ascertaining hqw 1t ‘bm"e: upon
the extent of 1andb e Sol_ne’kmd of test by comparing 1t with
average of collect] . By ,Oln}ttlng to do so, and adopting the

ections, the beriz on large estates was often wnduly
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lowered, while in other cases an exorbitant Shist was confirmed as
the fixed beriz on the fully cultivated estates of poor industrious.
ryots, from whom it had been rigidly exacted, but who ought to
have had a diminution. In estates which were unoccupied at the
‘ time, and which from this circumstance perhaps required still more
attention with a view to ascertain the causes which led to their being
givet{ lxp, no enquiry whatever appears to have been made, and a
Tarrow beriz was confirmed on them which would prevent their
ever being occupied.
26, Generally speaking the reductions granted at the Tarrow
appear to have been made to those who
m\g‘fzﬁi;’;‘g’;":ﬁ& S:ltfzfem:(‘,t were most urgent and clamorous in press-
to equalize the assessment. ing their demands, and who had influence
to second them, but, for the reasons T have
stated, they appear to have had little effect in modifying or
equalizing the assessment ot the lands of the district generally, and
to this canse may be attributed the subsequent calls for further
reductions, of which the Board has scen cause to complain.

97. 1 cannot learn that any material deviation from the above
system took place in the recommenda-

\ R\*‘Imisé\;{’“s h"CCO”‘mf;:“:‘:‘l‘l tions wh'ich were subs.eqflently made for
by r.inf;:r;iiiogn P e & reduction 10 the beriz in Tusly 1243.
made at the Tarrow. I some of the talooks the applications
for reduction were scttled by a summary

inquiry and agreement at the time of the Jummabundy, and occa-
sionally by the appointment of a punchayet who were to settle and
recommend the amount of reduction required. Great pains were
Additional paiis taken in taken in the Balaghaut talooks and
the Balaghaut ineflective for Ankola by Mr. Stokes, who then held
want of true data. the appointment of head assistant. An
investigation was made by him’ into the

resources of each estate, founded upon the returns made by the
shanbogues of the Footmoully, or produce, according “to a system
which had for some time prevailed, and if it now appears that many
of thfz red.uctlons which were recommended by him were not actually
required it cannot be attributed to any want of zeal or ability on his

part, but must be ascribed -entirely, in my opinion, to the radical
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effect of the system of ascertaining the state of the wurgs then
prevailing, to the facility which was thus afforded for frauds and
misrepresentations, and to the corruption or incapacity of the native
servants,

28. The system of calling for returps of the produce was first
adopted by Mr. Harris in the Balaghaut

of ﬁiﬁ,“;}“ of produce a means 4 afterwards extended to the other ta-
looks. It has been a fruitful source of

abuse, although it is difficult to say what other means were available
for ascertaining the resources of estates where no record of the land
existed. It is curious, however, to observe that the survey accounts
which existed in 1243 for the talooks of Soopah, Soonda, and An-
kola were not made use of, or in any way referred to, in the revi-
See B sionthen attempted, but the investigations
ee Board’s Proceedings 3rd  wore conducted solely with reference to
September 1846, parngraph 18- the accounts of produyce and to the aver-
age collections, as had been the case at the Tarrow settlement. I
will not here enter into a detailed descrip-

* Gross produce. tion of these accounts of Khan Hoota-
us‘falﬁfﬁﬁ ,‘;’fﬁg‘ Cgf.oscsa;cl.l:}(qﬁeci wully, * Raway Hootawully, +and Hazir
attainable if all the land were [Jootawully, 1 of which the particulars

cu?vgtce(i;‘l rent produce of differ in the different parts of the district.
land under cultivation, after de- [t is sufficient to observe that they are

docting th t : -
losses of QfoZZS eand all other prepared by the shanbogues and, it is not
too much to say, are scarcely ever correct,

while they are often grossly fraudulent. They, therefore, afford but
a very imperfect idea of the value of an

[Error of inferring the extent agate and arve still more fallacious asa
of available land from the re- > . ticular]
turns of produce. test to judge 70f' its extent,. particularly

: where, as in Canara, there is not even a

Beejwary account of the extent of one of the most valuable de-

scriptions of land, viz. the Cocoanut Bagayet. Yet the quantity of

land appears-to have been deduced or inferred from these accounts,

Z“d the consequence was a recommendation in many cases for re-
+ . b

l:’t““} of assessment under the head of « Deficiency of land,”

‘;I erte , %) oint of fact there was an abundance of it. The ¢ Raway

L2 B .

ootawully * is in such cases only calculated on the actual number

b
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of trees then standing : so that, although there might be 50-acres of

land capable of cultivation with such Bagayet, if only onc acre were

actually culti\"ated, the return of Raway Hootawully would show

* the produce of only one acre, which on these data would be assumed
as the full quantity of land available.

29. It is scarcely possible to give an intelligible description

of the complicated process by which the

Reference  to exawples by
Hootawully is caleulated in Canara,

way of illustration,
differing as it does in various parts of the district, and of the open.
ing which it gives for every kind of concealment and evasion. 1
have, therefore, prepared a memoraidum of some cases which came
to my knowledge during the last Jummabundy settlement which
will be found added as an appendix to this report. Aun attentive
perusal of these will, T think, hetter explata the working of the
system, and the great facility for frauds which has always existed,
than any deseription which I could venture to offer. It 1s to be
observed, however, that these case$ have niccessarily been selected
prineipally from those talooks in which a
survey had taken place, because it is here
alone that the previous settlements and
statements can beﬂn‘ought to any thing like a test, by comparing
them with the extent of land thercin recorded.  ‘They have been
selected also principally from those estates known under the term
Board Shifarish, . e. estates in which a reduction of beriz was
recommended on the ground of thewr being absolutely incapable of
ever paying the amount cntered as their old ﬁxe:l beriz; and as
it has been stated that the resources of these estates had heen minute-
Principal Collector to Board Ly examined, they appear o furnish a
30th July 1842, paragraph 2. fayourable means of judging of the value
of the means which the revenue officers have had at their disposal
for ascertaining the resources of such cstates. In requesting the
Board’s attention to these, I would only wish further to remark that
they are selected from a very limited class of estates, »iz. those
which not paying’ the full beriz were subject toa yearly examination,
and that they throw no light upon any of the « Bhurty” estates, or
those which have paid the full beriz, the resources and state of which
may be said to be now involved in impenetrahle obscnrity, Ido

Beejwarry account tested by
the survey accounts in the
Balaghaut and Ankola.

21 Juwm
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it unreasonable, however, to infer trom .thc f’zl'lsxﬁcatm‘ns
similar ones were i all pro-
regard to the more valgl-
d to them, as well as m
were recommended  for
Tarrow settlement.

not think ‘
here shown to have taken place tl‘mt '
bability practised at different. periods =
able estates paying the full revenue assigne
obtaiuing the reductions of beriz \\'hl(‘,h‘
estates similarly situated at thc.hmc of" the fartow settiemss
The Board is, in my opinion, eatirely borne out in its obsc
i ’ that on both occasions the attempt to
DG 13@»~S:;3:f\“‘1\,}§“ remodel the assessment has failed from‘
1846, paragraphs 2/ and = e same eanse, © the impcrtccmess .
the means employed,” and that the consequeice of stich a state of
! LAy qohts of Government at the mercy
accounts has beeu to leave the righnts of & . K ¢ the merey
of local interests, and to paralyze the exertions of the Kuropea

M bl
] eck ative servants.
officers to keep in check the native servant

«

>

30. 1 have stated above that the subject ol waste lands. 18
one which claims, perhaps, more attention

Waste Jands, parazraph 15 than®any other, from the importance
which it bears in relation to the land revenue of this distn?t; a.nd
it will not, I think, be without advantage if, before proceeding fur-

. . . \ , . oot A S ‘t
ther, 1 refer somewhat more in detail to this gubject, because 1t

e o et anr > . ()t
appears to me that some confusion has arisen from the absence

a fixed and definite understanding as to the different kinds of waste
land mn Canara.

31, Ou referring to former reports and proceedings 1 find that
_ mention has from time to time been mz.\de
th:{;;;‘:fcdeOi’j)'f’i”“(;:;-ii.‘,).i‘:\tlﬁ of Sirkar waste land ; but a’il expression
waste lands. made use of by Colonel Muuro 1n his
Board’s Proccedings 15th  fipgt report upon Canara appears to have
September 1831, puagmplt 3 4 goy yery | geaeral impression that
every kind of land in the district hokmged .at som'c time or other to
some estate. ‘Thus the Boardin its Proceedings of the 5th De'cembel
' 1844 uses the expression *“there 1s not 2

- Pawgraph 9. foot of ground unappropriated,” and 18
hence led to the inference that in all cases of encroachments th.ey
have been made at the expense of the lapsed estates. The‘re 1s,
however, no point connected with the revenue system of Canara
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which [ think can be so clearly established as the existence of . much
public waste land which is not nown or ever has been private pro-
perty ; aad it may not be out of place here to endeavour to trace
Jow the impression to which 1 here refer lias arisen, and whether
a -broader iaterpretation has not been given to Colonel Muuro’s
words than they were intended to convey. The passage in his
: report to which I refer is as follows:-—
Colonel Muar."s statement «The only land in Canara that can in any
respecting  wasic  lands mavy .. ey
have been misundenstoud. - way come under the desceription of Sirkar
lands is unclaimed waste, to a great deal
of which it is very likely claimants would appear were it once brought
into cultivation. There are also some uncultivated lands, particular-
ly in the northern districts, which may be reckoned public.  These
are lands which were originally unproductive, and which, from the

-

v

death or absence ol the owners, would have been allowed to run to
waste had they not been coutigrous to more productive lands whose
owiers, 1t was supposed, were able and were, therefore, compelled to
cultivate thenr ; but exclusive of this land, cultivated by compulsion
and ‘unclaimed ’ waste, all other is private property.”

32. It will be observed that the expression < unclaimed” waste
s here twice used. Itisone, however, so indefinite as scarcely to con-
vey any meaning when it comes to be applied in practice. It could
not have been Sir I'. Munro’s intention to convey the idea that the
simple fact of waste land being “claimed” would make it private
property ; this would, of'course, depend upon whether the claim were
a valid or fictitious ouc. | am, therefore, disposed to believe that the
wordintended to be used may have been unreclaimed waste, and this
would very mnfe;‘ia]ly' alter the state of the question as relates to the
Government right in waste lands, because it would, as a general
rule, confine the private | roperty in waste to such as had at some
former period been under cultivation.

33.  Itis possible, again, thatin the above passage Sir 'I'. Muuro
intended to makesno allusion at all to immemorial or unreclaimed
waste, but referred exclusively to that which had been formerly
under cultivaiion, and in this sense it might be conceded that 3
private property existed or had at some time existed in such land
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and that only such parts as had been abandoned by their former
owners, and for which there were no claimants forthcoming
(Koolnusht) conld properly be held to be Sirkar lands. But, _hOV.V-
ever this may be, there is abundant evidence still existing, both .m .
Colone] Munro’s reports and statement as well as from the practice
prevailing at the present day, that the opinion which has sometimes
obtained—that all lands, whether formerly cultivated but abandoned
waste, or immemorial waste, had been at one time private property-—
was founded in some mistake which may have arisen from making
use of the general term ¢ waste ” without sufficiently distin guishing
.the different kinds of land which come under that designation. Ij‘of
cases are constantly arising, even at the present day, in which
applications are made for, or disputes arising respecting, the
occupancy of waste lands which are admitted to be Sirkar l.anfl,
and which are not alleged or supposed to be included Wlthl.ﬂ
the boundaries of abandoned estates or Sirkar Guenie wurgs. It Is
properly only this description of land which, when ta?cer.l up, is
included under the term « Hosagami.” But those descriptions of
waste land which in this district are termed Koolnusht and Rekah-
nusht have always been essentially Government 1a11ds—Koolnu§11t
being land at some former time cultivated but the owners of" wh}ch
had become extinct, and Rekahnusht being land fit for cultivation
but never before occupied, in fact « Sayet Bunzer.”

34. The state of the case will be more clear, as I wish to ex-
T ~ plainit, by referring to the accompanyng
-~ Gologel Munro's historical o000 (marked C.) which has been
abstract shows a large amount ) h T
of -Government wuste land. drawn up by my Naib Shegishtedar. 1t1is
nuaHon B warded. tothe trken from, and carries on to the present
orw . i . .
pm;??nt time Jorvar time, the historical abstract of the land

wvenue of Canara given by Colonel Munro in his first report, but
ﬁiﬁﬁhg some of the details.' The following may be given as a
Fhort abstract of the result as it relates to waste lands.
: oy :

. _ o -
utire cultivable land or general Ayacut of the district
" jount assessed under the Beddenore Government
odas 5,80,750d Mupees 26,32,668. - -

S8 L (O

8y

. From this was deducted, and entirely excluded from the set-
tlements, ancient aud recent waste unoccupied Rs. 6,36, 147, leav-
ing the land occupied, inclusive of Enam, assessed at Rs. 13,96,511,
.which land, it appears, was alone included in the subsequent:
seftlements, and on which all the subsequent additions under

the Governments of Beddenore and of Hyder and Tippoo were
made. '

"Tippoo’s assessment on these occupied lands at the
commencement of Company’s Government

WS i ittt ittt e i . Rs. 30,40,375
Of which Colonel Munro struck out altogether as

, never having been collected ..... e s 8,384,064

\ Leaving the demand or assessment on the occupied _ ‘

lands ......... e vev.vee.. Rs. 21,56,311

The Bunzer Ayacut or waste land unoccupied, and =

previously deducted as above shown, viz. .... Rs. 6,36,147

appears to have been disposed of as follows :—

Brought under assessment by Hyder ..... 11,656

Ditto by Tippoo...... 809
Assessed since Fusly 1209 under the
Company’s Government ., ......... . 54,951
. 67,416
- Leaving waste land never yet brought to
account....%.......... Ceieeirenenea.. Rs.....5,68731

This is entirely.independent of the sum of Star Pagodas 1,50,940,
or Rs. 5,28,290, remitted by Colonel Munro at the settle.
ment of Fusly 1209 from the gross demand of Rs. 21,56,311,
which he stated to be * principally composed of waste lands of
which the proprietors were extinct.” The following may be given
as a ‘rough summary of the manner in which this last mentioned
remission has bgen disposed of, althongh the destruction of the

records of the cutcherry and the absence of 'an_y talookwar or -
villagewar accounts of its distribution renders much

accuracy
impossible. . N
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Cpl]ectmns made by Polhgars and deducted from
. the settlement of 1209, but brought to account

in subsequent YEALS «oiniiiininn, ieee.o Rs. 50,600
Moturpha and tobacco. taxes transferred from land* .
revenuedemand  ........... U B » 43,000
Collectlons gradually brought up since Fusly 1210 s
by the occupation of waste estates, cowls, &c. 5,000
'L‘dtslv recovered . ... e e R A
Struck ont of the demand altogether by the Collectors
previously to Mr. Harris’s time ............ , 63,000
Deducted by Mr. Harris at Tarrow settlement ,, 1,47,000
Now remaining under ¢ Tunkey” or yearly examina-
. tion, exclusive of 2 moganis of Coorg and other )
~small heads of account ........... ... .00 »  1,50,000

Of this last item there may, perhaps, be land forthcoming equivalent
to'about Rs. 50, 000; the remainder has probably been absorbed by
encroachments on the waste estates, which, if added to the amount
of Rekahnusht deducted in former times and not included in estates
or holdmors, will make the total assessment of lands unaccounted
for, and now lost or absorbed, Rs. 6,68,000, or, if the 68,000 be
deducted for lands actually destroyed by rivers, &c., Rs. 6,00,000.

) '3 It is then partly on the waste estates, but more on the Re-
kahnusht or waste never occupied as estates, that the large encroach-
’meuf,s have, I conceive, been made, though it canfiot be known at
What’penod they took place. Itis clear to me, not only from the
“higtorical abstract, where the unocca pied waste is so distinctly shown, -
bq;also from -many passages of his reports, that Colonel Munro, in
-Speaking of waste lands, referred only to the waste included-in

s:which comprxsed the greater part of the remission glanted

15 of. hls letter to the Board, dated 3]st May 1800, he’
he sums shown in columns &, 44 and 7%as the standard
nds‘under cultwatzon at the dlfferent periods indicateds

rin Fusly 1209 from the gross demand of that year. Inpa-~

-

onght fo be raised t8° he Beddenore assessment.”
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- he goes on to siy “that it never was the practlce to keep an account
of waste lands, and that the accounts contained a remster of ‘the
number of - landholders and the fixed assessment of their res-

.pective estates; the totdl of which formed the Jumma; but they took

ne-notice of waste landS where there was a proprietor in existence.”
In another part of the same letter (paragraph 34), in recommending
a reduction of the assessment, he says « It may, therefore, without
the smallest danger of relinquishing too much, be admitted that the
whole of the lands in cultivation ought not to be assessed at a higher
rate than it was under the Beddenore Government.” . Again, he
speaks of there being very few proprietors ¢ who had notthe means -
of cultivating the whole of their estates >’ in the time of the Ranee,
and « though there was no means of ascertaining with accuracy
what was the quantity of waste in estates, yet the whole of it
was, of course, subject to full rent as if it was cultivated. ” In
all this he clearly refers to the lands which had fallen waste
out of those actually occupied and ordinarily under cultivation,
or what would in the ceded districts be known under the term
Shamilat Bunzer, and not to the «waste Jands and reductions:.of
rent,” and ¢ waste lands fit for cultivation” amounting to Paorodas.
1,81,755 under the head of « Deficiency of Rekah,” which was never
included in the demand, nor indeed could have been, as it was not
occupied or held by any one In the following passages he
. evidently refers to the remissions made:
; %’S'PS' 5"2’:29948 from the demand on account of waste in
: occupied estates at his first settlements:
“ A part of the rent of waste lands upon occupied estates in No. 2,
column 15, ought in the course of a few years to be added to the
assessment. They consist both of Sirkar and private lands. In’the
case of Sirkar'lands where a cultivator of a part of the estate does
not'choose to become proprietor, they cannot with justi¢e be assessed
until they are cultivated, and even then, as they have generally been

‘deserted on account of over- assessment very Httle' more than the
Shist will be obtained. bﬂthe case 'of private estates $0 much in-

dulgence is not necessary, and T have dlrectéd the Sh1st to be levied"
from them this year, ap in thg fwo'eisuing years the whole of
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He estimates the rent of these waste lands at ﬁom 12 to 13,000

Pagodas on estates then under occupancy, but whether it was ever °

added does notappear. In a letter of instructions to the Collectors,
written subsequently to his qmttmg the district, he says ¢ Your
settlements in future will require little time of labour, because nothmﬂ
is to be done except to add to the Jumma of the preceding yéat the
extra rent of a few estates which may have been held at an under
rate, and the rent of such waste lands as may have been brought

under cultivation,” meaning this last no doubt the Rekahnusht
newly taken up.

36. 'There is no possibility now of tracing what has become
of this large amount of Government waste land (Rs. 6,00,000 at the
low rate of the Beddenore assessment), but it is certain that, with.the
exception of an incousiderable amount, it has all been appropriated.
-1t seems to have been entirely lost sight of at the Tarrow settle-
ment, there is no record now to show men in what talooks or villages
it. was situated, and the few old accounts through which this might
have been, lost, burned, or made away with. Notevena villagewar
account of it was taken when the Tarrow settlement was made, and
the occupiersof estates have been, if [ may be allowed the expression,
in helping themselves to it without check or restraint ever since.

37. The theory at present asserted by the landholders of
Canara, and which has “been practically

Present theory regardinge
° " acted upon at least qmce the Tarrow

waste lands in Canara.

c

settlement, is this. That their estates '

include not only the land which was in cultivation at the time the
former settlements were made, but also tracts of waste of two
descriptiom—~1st the waste lands which had fallen out of cultivation
in former times, and, 2nd, immemorial waste lands which never wele
in cultivation—both of which kinds of waste they allege that they
have a right to bring under cultivation without any additional
assessment. They assert that the beriz was fixed upon the entire
esf&te, Including lands of every description. Of these waste lands,
as haf{e before stated, but cannot too often repeat, there is no
accotint' or record whatever, and even of the cultivated lands as
they orlgmaﬂy stdod at the commencement of the’ Company S
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Government the only record which exists, and'that in but some of
the talooks, is an account called the Doormoty Chitta, being a
Beejwary, statement furnished by the shanbogues in the second

. year of the Company’s Government of the lands then actually under

cultivation, but whiclt is.said to be only an estimate, and is not
admitted as a correct or authentic record, or one which can be used
practically as a check in all cases.

38. With respect to the cultivable waste, assuming that it
originally formed part of .the wurg or
holding to which it is now claimed as
' belonging, and that no additions have
been made to it from the lapsed estates or Sirkar waste lands, it
seems necessary to consider how a permanent settlement such as
the Tarrow, made upon the average collections of former years,
would affect the public revenue. The original assessment or
demand on the estate may be assumed tobe, or ought to represent,
the Government share of the produce of those lands when under
cultivation ; but it has been that very large remissions were made,
and continue to he to the present day on acecount of waste portions
of estates, which remissions, where the assessment was fixed solely
with reference to the collections, would be excluded from the aver-
age, and the rent would be permanently reduced by the amount
of temporary reductions. No provision was made at the Tarrow
settlement for re-imposing this assessment when the lands were again
cultivated, nor was the waste land separated from the estate. It
continued to be attached toit, and when again brought under cultiva-
tion may be said to be enjoyed free of all rent.
39. In the instructions of the Board for carrying out the
Board’s Proceedings 15th  Larrow settlement 1 find reference made
September 1831, paragraph 38 to a question from the Collector as to
«when the assessment on concealed lands belonging toprivate estates
should become payable,” and the reply of the Board that it should
commence from the date of the detection of the frandulent conceal-
ment; but as i does not appear whether this referred to the
additions made to the cultivation within the limits claimed for the

Average collections  how
bearing upon waste lands.

 estate, or what was to be considered concealed land, or the means

of distinguishing 1t 1o reference can be drawn from this order,

25 junN
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N 49. Upon the whole I am inclined to the belief that it was the
mtfentlon, in fixing the Tarrow beriz, that no account should be taken . °
of increased cultivation within the limits of the estates, and to give
the ryots the full benefit of all the lands they might $o bring under .
cqltlvatlon, but that it was under the impression that these lands bose
some kind of adequate assessment, and that neither the extent of

such .lands, nor the importance generally of the question, were at
the time sufficiently considered or understood.

*

- 41.  With respeet to the other class of waste lands claimed as
b'emgattached to estates to which I have referred, viz, the immemo-
rial waste, they may be considered to form a distinct question from
that of the waste lands just referred to. It is to the claim to these
~ lands which has beenincautiously admitted, or at least not 0pposéd,

that 1 attribute the absorption of nearly the whole Rekahnusht

or Government waste land. The claiin appears to have recently
a.ttracted the notice of Government, for it is apparently for informa-
tion respecting these that it called for some information in its
minutes of consultation dated 5th August 1845, There are

Paragraph 0. considerable tracts of such kinds of waste

lind attached to a great part of the

estates, some of which is cultivable and some consisting of hilly
or_stony ground, incapable of improvemeut. They are often
termed “ Koomeki” lauds, or land allowed to assist in the cultivation,
and they were intended to afford to the ryots the means of procur-
ing leaves from the brushwood or jungles growing on them as
manure ‘for their fields, and to furnish grass as fod?ier for their
cattle ; but they do not appear originally to have differed materially
from the waste lands used for similar purposes in other parts of the
country, except that, in place of being common to the whole village,
they were divided and enjoyed in scparate portions by the ifdi-
-vidual landholders. The original terms upon which they were
. held then I conceive to have been essentially as an adjunct
and in connection with, the cultivated lande, and the right
:  to havg been a modified right, and only to be enjoyed

Tposes, ﬁ‘)ri which they were held as above stated. The
hem:(:for such.purposes was a necessary concession,

.
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but I do not conceive them to have been on that account the less-
Government lands, but only lands which they were permitted
to occupy for particular purposes. :

42. Ifsuch were,in general terms the nature of the tenure
" Tenure of immemorial waste inder  which they were held, it has
now apparently much altered become entirely altered under our admi-
to the advantage of landlords. —y5otiation,  The ryots now claim the
absolute proprietary right in them the same as to their cultivated
lands, and, as a neceszary consequetice of such a right, the liberty to
bring them under cultivation without the payment of additional
assessment, and even of selling or letting them, and thus separat-
ing them, if they choose, from the cultivation, and alienating them
from the original purposes for which they were intended. "Another
effect of such a tenure is, that even where they are greatly in excess
of the quantity necessary for the purposes for which they
were. intended, they can prevent others from taking them up
on a puttah and uapon a fixed assessment payable to Govern-
ment, and the person occupying them pays the reat to the
landlord, not to the Goverameat, and is in every respect his
tenant. It is necessary to observe, however, that the right to
cultivate such lands is notadmitted in theory, but it is, as a general
rule, actually enjoyed in practice, from the simple cause to which I
have so often alluded, that we do not know the extent of the origi-
nal estates, and cannot tell, therefore, what is new cultivation and
what is old, and the ready answer to all questions on the sitbject is
that it is part of the original cultivation. I have,.since I have held
the office of Collector, endeavoured to set my face steadily against

@u

~ the admission &f such claims ; but lands which have been formerly

brought under cultivation in this mauner are beyond recovery, and
it gray be said generally that nearly every case in which it is attempt-
ed to restrain these encroachments involves a protracted contest, and
nearly the certainty of having to defend a law suit if there be the
most slender grq'unds for disputing the award. - '

43. The forest and wood land oc}cupied’f,‘orﬁCOOmri, to which

e 3t August 1847, para- Ireferredina former letter* upon the sub-

graph 17. ~ ject of the conservancy of the forests in
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Forest and wood land clai Yanard. i 3 i se, t - wi ;

a5 private pmperty?o e aimed (Jd.na, a, is also of the same nature as the enjoy the lanyd,‘ the site of the h9use, toge.thex with the jungle, Bett
above, and claimed much on the same - (uplands), Chitley, all Alab Nirdary, Nikshepah, Jala, Pashnana,

grounds. It is sufficient to repeat here that the landholders, claim: &c.” The additional terms here introduced are most significant. It is
on these, as well as other waste lands said to be intluded in their . . not without a'purpose that they have found their way ipto this and
es‘lliteS, the exclusive right of cultivating, of renting them out, .or similar recent deeds, #ud that purpose is to create a right to addi-
seliing them and their produce, i °. - tional land, for which there was no authority ; yet it is by such

_ , in every respect in the ssame tonat falld, 5 10 4 VR y

manner as their old cultivated lands, upon which, according to my documents that the people have for nearly half a century been trans-
view, an assessment was alone fixed. ferring to cach other lands which did not belong to them, and the
44. Some light will, T thiuk, be thrown upon this subject, and courts have been confirming by their decrees (founded on the terms

of these deeds) the alienation of land which alone belonged to

Preceding observations jl.  OPOD the manner in which the people of : o "
Government, and it is to such documents and decrees that appeal

lustrated i WASOTR e b )
by ancient grants and  Canara have been gradually and quietly

deeds as compared witl . . . . .
A ith these N . . . a1 s _ . ts.
xow 0 use. 5 nzdl\mg new rlghts for themselves, by re- ) is now made whenever an attempt 1s made to assert its rights
ferring . : . Lo . . .

grants and private deeds w ng to the terms in which public _ 45. Under this curious and anomalous state of things the
ments. and eeds were worded under the former govetn- functions of the revenue officers may be

» and are now under the Company’s rule. I would b The undefined state of land- .

, pany . I wou eg to said to a ercat extent to have been
refer for examples of the former to the translati £ d ed property causes revenue S a great ¢ ¢

\ ' ons of deeds questions to be disposed of by  practically trausferred to  the  courts.

;vhlch accompanied my.letter to the Board of the 23rd September the courts.
ast. From thesc ancient documents it will appear that estates
were not in former times the undefined tracts of land, both culti-
vated and waste, which they now appear to be ; there w

A Canarese ryot of ordinary intelligence
and cunuing who wishes to tuke up new land does not think of go-
ing to the Collector ; he has a varicty of much better plans by which
he secures it for nothing. One very common one always appears
to have beeu to get some neighbour to scll or mortgage it to him,
and then by a fictitious suit procure the transfer to be confirmed by
a decree of court. In other cases the shanbogue or moncgar who
examines the land is bribed to insert the spot coveted as within the
estate of a particylar party, and this is produced years afterwards.
It would, indeed, be impossible to describe adequately the ingenious
and cunning manner in which evidence is got up, not only in the
revenue departinents but before the police, also intended to be
afterwards made use of in establishing a right to lands.

lowed for v as no roomn
allowed for doubt as to what was granted, but the Government

was careful i defining the exact limits of the land, for which
purpose a person was specially deputed from the Huzoor ¢ to
plant boundar).r stones in the presence of the inhabitants of the -
four surroun.dmg villages, so that no dispute may arise here-
after respecting the boundaries.”” The deed then usually goes
on to say “You are to enjoy the said land with all the Ashtah
Bhogah (eight kinds of right), »iz. Nidhi, Nikshepah, Jala, Pashnana,
Akshini, Agami, Sidha, and Sadyah (which are usually interpreted
treasure trove, valuables, water, rock, present and future profits)

together with all the Sameahs arising therefrom,” &c. These 4re ® 46. When itis considered that this system has been going on
ﬁhe very terms-of a deed exccuted in 1730 by one Krishnappah Result as it affects the for thelast 48 years it may be readily
KUII{IC, making over lands originally granted to his ancestors by pablic revenue. imagined to what an extent lands have
Eﬁlé;Buswappah Naik about 1701 There is no mention of jungle thus been apprepriated. This has arisen from there being no
a":tdmw‘aqte lands of indefinite extent here. But I now request public record of the extent of any man’s land to . which the public
attentien.to the terms of a deed by which the very same land was " officers could refer. In suits between individuals the rights of

transferred \in : . . . .
ransferred in 18371 « You are henceforward, as full proprietor, to Government do not come under discussion, and the production of
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an admitted sale, or mortgage deed, or other evidence of a like
nature has always led to the land being decreed to one. party..
There has never been any application in Canara of the simple rule,
that a manehas only a right to as much land as he pays for, nor is .
there any rate or rule of assessment by whiclt the Collector can de-
termine whether he has more or less than he ought to have, or by
Which he can recover or re-assessit. It is of noavail for him to say,
You have three or four times as ‘much land as is equivalent to the
assessment you pay ; the simple answer is that it is within the limits
of his wurg, or the production of some document or the evidence of
friendly neighbours to prove that it is his, and if the claim be

resisted there is the ready resource of carrying the case into the
court. )

47. 'There isanother point which I think it right to notice, and
«p . _ that is the subject of ¢ Moolputtahs.”
s oolputtahs eq\uvalfnt m e are grants of land upon a fixed as-
y cases to Euam grants. .
The facility with which this sessmentnamed, and wherethisassessment
has been admitted. . . : :
Appendix Nos. 7, 12, 19,22, 15 unduly low they are essentially of the
nature of Enam grants. It can, forin-
stance, so far as the public revenue is concerned, make no difference
whether land which, under the ordinary rules of assessment, would
pay 100 Pagodas be granted on Moolputtah on the annual payment
of 10 Pagodas, or whether it were granted under the name of Enam
with a Joree, or quit-rent, of 10 Pagodas. In other districts, such as
@he" ceded districts, one of the first measures for determination, on
taking possession of the country, appears always tb have been to lay .
down some rule as to what grants should be held entitled to confir-
' mation as being made by sufficient authority and what should be
iféjected. _ In Canara no such rule has ever prevailed in respect to
Moolputtahs, but, on the contrary, not only have private deeds been
always admitted as the best evidence of the right to land, but efery
- kind' of - grant by a public officer, by way of Moolputtah, has been
“#ecepted and decrees passed on them in the courts. Thus the
puttahs of Tippoo’s corrupt asophs and amildars granting land
hal assessment, and obtained probably for some petty bribe,
et vmh :the same respect that  the most authoritative
3““““‘}’;‘ W?’.@N&*”&mmand in another part of the country. The
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effect has been not only that a nominal or inadequate assessment
has been confirmed on large quantities of land, but the very cir-
cumstance of their being so readily received has led to their whole-
.sale forgery. ‘*There are parties in Canara who, it is well known,
maintain a regular manufactory of forged documents; and I could
mentjon the name of an influential shanbogue in Ankola from '
whom it is commonly said that documents of any dates and of
any dynasty may be procured according to the taste of the
applicant. ,
48. Ihave added in the appendix which accompanies this
o letter a case to which I would request
tivIencftt‘a;;ceiiEe‘f‘:r::iatr(l)\.;l,lusua' some attention as illustrating, in the in-
Marked No. 22. stance of a single estate, many of the points
. ' I have above referred to. The Board
will here see as plain an instance of large appropriation of public
land as it is possible, perhaps, to adduce,
OfOﬁlﬂZC1i§ag‘alﬂgS;seZsl‘,‘l‘)‘if;'j amounting to 7 or 8 times the original
priated. holding, and increasing on this account
in value from 140 Rupees to 2,300. It
demonstrates, at the same time, the difficulty which the revenue
officer has to contend with in vindicating the rights of Government
without subjecting himself to be dragged into court, which the
want of any rule of assessment and the undefined extent of estates puts
it in the power of every one in every such case to do. The other
points which this case seems to illustrate are—1s¢, The want of any
true information of the resources and extent of estates when the
'farrow settlement was made, a remission of beriz (though, as it
, , happens, an inconsiderable one) having
Tagg:‘vt Zﬁn‘]’lﬁ?ﬂi‘tﬁiﬁ atcf)ll‘ﬁ been granted on an estate paying oply
seqifent unnecessary remission Pagodas 4-6-12, the net produce of Whlch
of bariz. is admitted to be equal to 95 Pagodasand
probably much exceeds that amount.  2ndly, The kind of documents
which it has been the practice of the courts to admit as _evidence of
N proprietary right, and .the manner in
~ Fraudulent and uvauthentic which the rights of Government are
documents admitted to the loss . 3 ‘ . . X
of Government. compromised by decrees in private suits
» where the public claims are not re-

.
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res . ~ .
presented. 3rdly, The unequal division of the public assessment

Unequal division of gssess- :ll-p(.m separate portions of estates when
;rfnednitigzdthe several portions wided, an assessment of 8-6-6 having
v . . .
estates. cen apportioned in this‘case by putting
-(' - 1] » 1
leaving the remaing ?}J ]1 0 upon only*3 moras of laud, and
<] aimnder o . L ..

moras, assessed at only 4-@ the land claimed, consisting of 59
only 4-6-12. dehly, The little weight which
tl Little estimation in which an.-'orde-r m‘ the Revenue Department
aathontier of e reveue carries m Canara, and the coufidence
s are held. with which the people apparently look to
the courts Y defeating it as
exemplified in the fact f ourts “ a means of defeating it, as
sum of Rs. 9,500 act ol a person having purchased land at the large
belone to 'ﬂ“’ » the greater part of which had been declared not to

i e TN o 3 . r N .

g )€ person d).sposmg of it. 5thly, The manner in which
the absence of any rule for the disposal
of such cases cnables the people to pro-
. ) long the most simple questions through

C Q A 3 »
o Cfrssum of years, and take them from one public officer to an-
er . ..

» 1 the hope of eventually obtaining a favourable decision, and

| Delay m settlement of gi-
Ple questions,

at all events in the meantime reaping the full advantage of delay.
49.  The case here referred to is one which would be disposed

of in Bellary or Cuddapah in ten minutes by assessing the extia

cultivation 5 in Canara it is protracted through ten years, and it is
nlot settled then, and cannot be, without the risk of going through
:’V]ﬁh 2;;‘1‘-’?11[‘?5? law suit, from .which it is natural that the Collector,
ik ‘ Lr‘ous. and pressing claims on his®attention, should
uk. He may, 1f' he be zealous, enter into a few such contests ;
but the.re are fifty-five thousand landholders in Canara, and he can-
not aﬂo.rd to go to law with all who may have more land than they
have a rlght to, and they know this well. The Board has seen-the
n.ur?ber ‘of cases in which suits have been brotight aoainst ufider
mm_;lal: circumstances within the last two years by thecapplications
%ichi&lave been made for permission fo defend them,
‘ .- Shortly, then, to- recapitulate what I have above stated
b ﬁ:izm;l: conses W ith respect to the real causes of the
""itt;iﬁﬁ%d. nd stationary amount of the land revenue
M, e . 1n Can,qg_a.r I‘Ia_ttl‘ibutv.e' i,t .ndt phly to the

be

¥

>
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cause pointed out by the Board, «iz. the fraudulent appropriation
of waste lands belonging to lapsed estates, although there is no doubt
that this has been carried on to a great extent, but also, Ist and
principally, to the fraudulent lowering of the assessment upon va-
huable estates by meanls of the false accounts of the shanbogues and
to 1ts -imposition either upon inferior estates which could not bear
it, or on land which ouly appeared in the accounts but had no
existence at all; 2nd, to the re-occupation of waste lands formerly
cultivated but abandoned, and the assessment of which had in point
of fact been gradually remitted and deducted from the beriz, although
the lands were not formerly separated from the estates to which
they had belonged; 324, to the cultivation of waste lands never before
cultivated but claimed as grazing grounds and jungles attached to
the cultivated lands; 474, to the concealed appropriation, without
any actual claim being advanced, of lands belonging to Government
such as the Guzni or marsh lands situated along the rivers, parti-
cularly near the sea, and of other waste lands (Rekahnusht) never
before cultivated but enjoyed by the community at large, and which
in receat cases which came to notice are not deniod to be Govern-

ment waste land.

Under the combined operation of these and other causes 1t
will be seen that there has always beén, and still continues to
be, a large quantity of waste land alleged to be private property,
and that the extension of cultivation has been carried on in
these lands, the sprofits of which have goue entirely to the land-
holders without any participation in them by Government, while
it has had to bear all the loss arising from permanent and
temporary remissions granted on account of the over-assessment of
other estates and from the destruction and deterioration of.the lands

of¥poorer ryots.

51. I have been the more particular in’ endeavouring to
explain the actual state of the  case with respect to waste lands,
because it appedrs to be a point upon which information sufficiently
expliéit has not hitherto been afforded. It seems to me, indeed,
doubtful whether the Board and Government ever have been made
acquainted with the great extent of waste land claimed as private

. ® 26 UM -
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property. Iu the 13th paragraph of the Board’s Proceedings of
the ]6.th November 1843 it observes, ** Repeated mention is Tnade
of ancient waste brought under cultivation (Hosagami). What,
».tlxexx, has become of the additions? Either the supp’osed. increase;
1n population and cultivation has not taken place, or, if it has.
the”corresponding addition to the revenue has not been ’accoun'tec,l
for.”  What [ have above stated will, I believe, furnish sufficient
ans.\ve‘xf tp this question. The increase has assuredly not been
a‘ccounted for Fo ('“xovemment, the extension of cultivation having
taken place principally in what is claimed as private waste, with

which in ili
» accordinig to the theory at present prevailing, the Govern-
ment has no concern.

9 : abov v i
52, I'rom the above passage it would almost seem that the

Hosagam aeﬁued e ns Board was of opinion that all waste land
s ; ses . . ] fats
of its ol meamec brought under cultivation ought properly

_ to be assessed. In paragraph :
| ' . as . ph 31 of the
same Proceedings the Board explain the term * Hosa?gami » to be the

rfa.occupatiot.x of the lands of ryots who have deserted or become
tinct ; butit is necessary to bear in mind thatit does not includ exl;
lands where they are registered as distinct estates, however lone iﬁc
may have been abandoned and left waste. Such’ waste land gwhz
re-occupied is not entered as Hosagami, but as an « estate” again
brqught under cultivation. Hosagami is, therefore, exclusivel zoxl-
ﬁflefi to .Koolnushtvor Rekahnusht, i. e, Governmer;t waste li,nd
dlstnx)gU}slled from Government waste estates, and these lﬁa 7 serve :Z
explan} In some measure the small amount of Hosacami cfllti.vati 1
shown in the accounts as noticed by the Board in the paragraph of (i)tls
Proceedings above quoted. It must, however, have beenbvenP much
larger had all waste lands of this description been brought to aZco t
'bu‘t for along series of years they were looked upon as of so l}lt'xt]l :
importance that it did not signify by whom they were held. - Itl“ .
considered so much gained if any rent, however small, .couldwl?:

' Obtained for waste ; and offers made for the exclusive privilege of

%’i?%%ﬁcatﬂe or Cutti_“g the grass were readily accepted, the land
i)}’ the ﬂgi);?ce-s s of time converted into valuable cultivation either
: ¢ olders themselves or by tenants who took it from them
at considerable rénts, - s ‘ o ; ‘
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53. Before any attempt could be made with the least prospect

, of success to recover any portion of this

Necessity for some fixedrule acte Jand, or bring it under assessment,
upon the preceding questions. : =4 L.

: it would be necessary that a distinct de-
claration should be made on the part of Governmeut as to what its
intentions, with respect to the occupation of waste lands of the
different kinds I have above referred to, were. I donot think that
this has been so specifically laid down as to free the question from
all doubt, although there are grounds for urging, as the people do,
that, at all events since the Tarrow was introduced, they have
been at liberty to bring all the waste situated within the limits of
their wurgs into cultivation free of any additional assessment what-
ever. There is a distinct declaration to this eflect embodied in the
puttahs granted by the former Collectors conferring the proprietary
right in lapsed estates by which the ryot is authorized to “improve
the estate and bring the waste land into cultivation ;” but I may here
add that there is also another clause in most of these puttabs which
appears to have by some means or other kept out of notice, and

“which reserves the right of increasing the beriz on any permanent

settlement being made, This is a point of no little importance
when it is considered that the low beriz at which these estates were
granted does not appear originally to have been intended to have
had that permanency which has since been assigned to it, but to
have been designed as a temporary encouragement to persons
to take up and bring into cultivation the abandoned estates.

54. In the old proprietary estates it is under the existing sys-
: , tem equally out of the power of the Col-
The same uncertainty 1es- Jector to recover such waste lands as have
pecting waste in old proprie- . . . .
tafy estates as in those recent- already been occupied. The cultivation
l)s'tft':;“ed or in Sirkar Guenic may have been avowedly increased, the
' beriz out of all proportion light upon the
estate, the old accounts may show that the ryot has now far more
land under cultivation than he had before,—every thing, in short_
may combine to favor the inference that there have been extensive
encroachments, and still the ability to re-assess it is as far off as ever.

The answer always is, that it is a part of the old cultivation, or, i
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_ev1dentl_}.f new, that it is. waste belonging to the estate brought agaie
1mto cultivation, that the beriz of the estate always was low, and that
the old account (Doormoty Chitta) was merely prepared on, esti-

mate, and cannot be accepted of itsclf as affording sufficient ground |

to authorize any addition to the standard beriz of the estate.

55. In considering the question, then, of a revision of the beriz

f Breliminary steps necessary which has been frequently referred to
ora revision of the assessment.  POth Dy the Board and Government as a
L means of rectifving the present inequali-
ties I the assessment in Canara, it appears necessary, as the first
Step to such a measure, to dispose of the question of a fixed beriz of
ancient assessmeut upon undefined tracts of cultivated and waste
land as distinguished from the principle upon which the ancient
land tax of Canara is said to have been grounded, viz. the pay-
men't of a fixed and uniform share of the supposed produce,
or 1its equivalent, *to the Government. The whole difficulty in
which the question is now involved appears to me to have arisen
from the abandonment of the latter principle as the foundation of
the assessment. A revision of the beriz with the ohject of equa-
Equalization of the assess- 1.1zmg th assessm.ent can Ol]ly be effected
ent. _ - m two ways,——either by reducing the
assessmient  on the highly taxed lands

to a level with those whicle are lowly assessed, or by lowering it on
the one and increasing it on the other. The first of these two
modes of effecting the object it is scarcely necessary to discuss,
because it would involve a direct and verj heavy Joss of revenue,
and is evidently -not the kind of revision contemplated. The
Board, indeed, expressly states that the « inequalities should be
' adjusted by a revision of the beriz,
not by a sacrifice of revenue.” With
| respect, then, to increasing the bez
upon the lightly assessed estates, it will be sufliciently apparent
that it is the estates which are classed as Bhurty, or paying the
full amount of the ‘ancient assessment” which would be prin-
cipally subject to an increase in their assessment. Whether this
3“°‘§“ﬁhg&i;}wa§ at first ascertained upon sufficiently trustworthy
data s not 10w the question. | have not hesitated to state my opinion

Proceedings 16th November
1843, paragraph 36.

-
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that it was not ; but it has been adopted as the limit to the public
demand on those estates, and it must be determined before any other
step can be taken by way of revision, whether the Government
considers itself at liberty now to abandon this limitation or not.
If.it considers that it is pledged to restrict its demand to this ancient
beriz,.then the nequality of assessinent must of necessity continue ;
the beriz of an estate, however low, provided it be equivalent to the
ancient beriz, could not be raised, and it must continue to be lowly
assessed in comparison with the others. If] on the other hand, the
Government be not pledged to limit its demand to the ancient beriz
on the aggregate estate but be at liberty to revert to the original
principle on which the Rekah was founded and, after having ascer-
' tained by such means as it finds necessary what the actual produce
and capabilities of the estate are, to impose as an assessment a
given proportion of the produce so ascertained, the adoption of
this principle will in itself constitute a rclinquishment of the
ancient recorded beriz as a standard limit to the demand.

56. 1 am desirous of stating this alternative in clear and
*Equalization of beriz incon- precise terms, because, although the
patible with ancient beriz as  measure of ¢ equalizing the assessment”
recorded in the accounts. has been repeatedly referred to as a neces-
sary measure, the retention of the ancient beriz as a maximum ap-
pears to have been considered as not incompatible with it. The
Board in one of its last recorded Proccedings upon this subject,
in speaking of a general survey, observes that « if free from inter-
ference with the ‘old maximum assessinent, except in cases of
proved fraud, it would be a very desirable measure to the people
themselves.” > : _ ‘

57. With respect to the condition here referred to, of proving

Quéstion as to what should fhe fraud, much would depend upon what
be colsidered proof of mis- was admitted "as proof. I have in para-
appropriation of land- graph 54 stated the difficulty, nay the
impossibility, of procuring direct proof of the misappropriation of
lands. The only pyoof available, therefore, would be inferential, »iz.
the possession of land greatly in excess of the quantity upon which
the assessment which the holder now pays would have been pay-
able according to the principle upon which the Beddenore assess-
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ment is said to have been calculated. This would in effect be to

adopt the principle, t_hz'it a given amount of assessment represented

a given quantity of land, and to set out with the assumption that

all held in excess of this had been at some time, or by some means .
which it was not the business of the Governnient to inquire or prove,

fraudulently obtained. It would, in short, be to leave the onus of'the

proof, which the Board speaks of, not upon the Government but
upon the holder of the estate, aud would in point of fact lead to
an entire re-assessment of the lands. ‘

58. It is not at present necessary to discuss the pmpriety. or
fairness of such a principle, or of the numerous objections which
would be urged against it; my object being only to state my
full conviction that it is the only means now left - of dealing with
the question of encroachments. The
Board has fully appreciated the nature
of these encroachments and of the
) various fraudulent means by which
the assessment has been lowered. I would particularly refer
to its Proceedings of the 3rd September 1846, and it has _with
Jjustice attributed it ¢ entirely to radical
errors in the revenue system of the
district occasioned by the absence of correct registers of the land
and to the defective character of the accounts generally.”  Still there
appears, notwithstanding this admitted want of a correct basis on
which to found an inquiry, to be a general impression that by some
process of examination, seconded by proper exertions on the part of
the local officers, it would be practicable to detect the encroachments,
and identify the lands which have been fraudulently appropriated
from the lapsed estates. Thus the Government in its consultation
of the 12th January 1843 observes that it would be the duty of the
Collector to «explain in what manner he had ascertained the “area
' of the different estates and the means
which have been adopted for detecting
the land not forthcoming (or Koolnushts),

o ER e which there seems reason to fear bas beeu
occasioned rather by the fraudulent appropriation of waste land than
the erroncous registry of over-measurement.” And the Board, in

Encroachments on Govern-
ment land ;—difficulty of de-
tecting and proving them.

Paragraphs 28 to 33.

) . "Area of.estates supposed by
; G‘_’!‘e'r_n‘meht to have been

*
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remarking upon an observation of Mr.
Blair on this subject, states its opinion
that it is not apparent why means should
-not be devised’and successfully «applied for the detection of frauds
which all the public dfficers who have presided over the district
concur-in believing to have been extensively practised. There
is undoubtedly a means by which this might be effected ; but it
consists only, in my judgment, in that pointed out by Mr. Blair
when he says that ““nothing short of an entire survey of the whole
district and a minute local scrutiny could give a chance of dis-
covering them.” [ will go even further than Mr. Blair in stating
that the identification of the particular lands which have been

Proceedings 16th November
1843, paragraph 33.

" appropriated would not even be effected by this means. A survey

would only show with accuracy and in every case what is now
frequently coming to notice, and is in numerous instances, as pointed
out by the Board, notorious that large numbers of individual estates
are extremely lightly assessed ; and this would afford a fair ground
for suspecting that this light assessment was occasioned by the appro-
priation of the waste lands of neighbouring estates, particularly
where the land which ought to belong to these data is not
forthcoming, but it would not enable the Collector to fix upon
any particular part of the estate as that which bad been
appropriated. It is to this I conclude which Mr. Blair refers when
he states that Mr. Harris could find no satisfactory evidence
on which to re-assess these lands, by which he probably meant that
‘he .could not fix on any particular lands as liable to assessments
although it appears to me that the evidence might have been
sufficient for raising the assessment on the estate in the aggregate
as long as that measure remained open to him for adoption, and

- if he was not restricted by the maximum of ancient assessment.

°59. Much of the misapprehension which exists upon this
point seems to have arisen from the impression thatarecord of lands
belonging to lapsed estates actually existed, but such is not really
the case. The only fact recorded is of a certain assessment said to
have at some time been payable on these estates, but there is no
mention of the lands on which it was paid; and one doubt which arises
at the very outset is, whether this entry is a bond fide one, whether
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‘the lands ever did exist which could yield this beriz, or whether it
18 one of those instances in which the assessment of s’ome influential
party was collusively transferred to an estate which never paid it.
Not only i§ there no means by which these lands could possibly
‘be recognized now by any exertions of the public servants,
n a vast number of cases they could not be pointed out By the
owners themselves. One estate or wurg is not, as the name would
imply, a compact extent of land in which the fields all adjoin each
o"cher, and which has boundaries which might easily be defined. The
different parts of each estate are often t;epzm"uLed by the fields of
ZZY](:{:lioonther’sI,‘ f':md all mixed up with each cther in the most complete
. ey are not always in the same village, and in many
Instance of the difficulty of cases e.ven thel.‘e al:e pOl‘tiOHS of the same
recognizing lands. - ; wurg situated in different talooks; none,
. in short, but the owners or his immediate
nfﬂghbours can often point them out. A singular instance of the
difficulty of identifying lands was brought to my notice some monthl'
ago by one of the Sub-Collectors. It was the complaint of a man t(:
recover possession of certain land which had been mortgaged by his
ancestors to the Chouter {petty Rajah) of Moodbidry. f] e wiihed
to pay off the mortgage and regain possession. The Chéuter did
not deny that the land was his, and was willing still to continue
to pay®a rent for it, but he stated that it was impossible to restore
thg Jand its.elf‘, for no one knew where it was, and he defied even the
claimant hl'mself to point out the fields of which the mortgaced
es.xtate consisted : so completely had they become mixed u;\:ith
his own lands. If such difficulty, then, exists amonast the people
themselves in recognizing lands, it may readily be icr)nagined how
insuperable would be the obstacles opposed to any attempt on behalf
of the Government, where, so far from having the assistance of the
ryots to aid them, they would throw every kind of obstacles in the
way for the purpose of defeating the object of the investigation. -
1 N 60. Moreover, a Beejwary measurement of land being that
: Diffeulty much | which exists in Canara is in itself, even
by the complex Jnereased o ere a record of it exi nel
by e sompln muur o B, Where a_record of it exists, so extremely
o lond. ’ records  indefinite that it affords the readiest means
‘ of throwing obstacles in the way of a

i
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public officer and raising objections to his proceedings wherever
he is called upon to act upon its details. It is sufficiently definite
to serve the purpose of the people in transactions amongst them-
selves, and, at the same time, sufficiently indefinite to enable them,

. aided by the courts of law, to oppose the revenue officers. There

is po standard mecasurement by which the superficial extent of a
mora or candy cgn be determined. It not only varies in nearly
every mogani in the couutry, but varies also for the different classes
of land. There are three or four modes of calculating it in each
talook by which the mora under the different denominations of
Kimchia Mora, Ajul Mora, Stul Mora, Beej Mora, Sunna Mora,
&c., vary from 60, 56, 54, 50, 40 to 30 seers. In some villages
the extent of land is calculated by Coiloos of 5 seers each, aud in
others by a measure called a Poodoopadi of 30 seers ; in the Honore
Talook it is calculated by a measure called a Hussigee, and in the Ba-
laghaut talooks by the large and small candy, the latter being 12
cutcha seers of 24 Rupees’ weight or three pucka seers of 72 Rupees’
and the former being equal to twenty of the latter. The seer, again,
by which these moras are reckoned, is equally uncertain, varying from
96 down to 72 Rupees” weight. These various measurements afford
ample room for dispute and doubt as to the actual extent of a ryot’s
land, and when they are taken in conjunction with the complicated
local village rates by which the rent produce is calculated, and the -

" 'Hazir Hootawully, Guenie Hootawully, and Rawaz Iootawully, some

calculated in seed and some in rice, ascertained, the whole subject
becomes involved in such a maze of obscurity that any attempt at
revision, by which the objections of the landholders, purposely raised
and persisted in, shall be satisfied becomes all bit hopeless.

. 61. It is surely, thercfore, an error to suppose, as the Board
has done, that the Collector has an equal facility in Canara as in
other districts for revising and controlling the settlement during the
short season which the nature of the climate allows to be devoted to
the Jummabundy. Had the system been devised for the very pur.
pose of eluding and defeating scrutiny on the part of the Govern-
ment officers it could scarcely have been more effectual for that ob-
ject. One is almost tempted to suspect that a system has been

27 JuM
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. . adopted for each village something akin
Complex system of Beej- to that which Sir T. Munro stated to have
wary accounts favourable to . . S e e ppe ’
frauds. prevailed in the whole district in T ippoo’s
time, by which the demands and balances,
sely so mixed up and confused-in” the
t it was impossible to unravel them, and, the
y enabléd to carry on their frauds without

old and new, were purpo
accounts sent to him tha
district servants thereb
fear of detection.

62. This leads me to a consideration of the several plaus

. . which have been noticed by the Board as

Different plans which have havine . . ) sted
been proposed for revising the 1AViNg at different times been sugges

assessment. by way of remedy for the defects in the

present system of administrating the land

revenue of Canara, and for furnis11i11g more accurate information res-

Pecting its actual resources. 1t is to these pofnts that the Govern-
ment, in its minutes of consult

desired that I should give my deliberate and best consideration.

63. The first plan discussed by the Board is that which was

. ‘ originally referred to by Sir I. Munro
16th November 1843, para- i his report dated the 9th November
graph 64,

Proposal for recording the 1800, viz. a registry of all sales and trans-
state of lands in litigation ;

difficulties of applying it as a ... . . .
genernl mmm};py ® litigation, and it appears to have been

again mentioned with approbation by the
two Commissioners who have at different times reported on the affairs
of this district, Messrs. Thackeray and Stokes. It will not be neces-
sary to discuss this plan at any length, nor is it one which the
Board has brought forward as fit now to be adopted. 'To commence
it now would, the Board observes, be to postpone reform to.an in-
definite period. The plan is one which I cannot think would ever
have afforded sufficient information upon which to frame
and detailed settlement. It is true, as remarked by the Board, that,
had it been prosecuted with care, a large mass of information would

havg been accumulated for the last 40 years ; but, although it would

g

S5 _ have thrown great light upon the general
Pamh 85, Proceedings q S b .
; “‘!%%171843‘. S

a geneml

4. produce of the district might, according

ation under date 2nd January 1847, has

fers of lands that become the subject of

. Tesources of the country, and the average -
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to the opinion of Sir T. Munro, have be.en judged of fr(_)ml szg:bﬁ e.}z-
amples as it would have furnished, yet it woulc% be scarce 127 enn} e
enough to have been at all a sure guide on wh_lch to make an in-
dividual settlément of estates, nor would the information evlen in
parfii:ulair instances gained 30 or 40 years ago have I‘)e?tn.a wafyﬁs
applicable to the present state of the estate. Morl(eovel,l} ;sles::nl-
ciently evident that it would have beerll espe.clal.y a};)p 1%1' thi
to those estates which had come under mve.stlgatlon. y ell(?gl
subjects of litigation and registry, and. even in t_hesg it vx;ou L xa:;g
failed to throw much light upon the pomt§ of chief dlfﬁcudty, Xzz. e
actual boundaries of estates and the qu('estmn of wasfe llanb. : s sbotox;
as the object of it came to be knoYvn, it could scarce )f" def (t)u eit
that it would have led to the adoption of some means of de e}z:: xﬁg i
by secret and under-hand agreement t?etwef:n the parties, }v u(:i 1ant
even now not uncommon where a man 1s desxrou.s, for some fraudu ei !

urpose, of concealing the real resources'of his estate. ]t‘ wolzx- d,
zll)s sfate(i by Mr. Thackeray, bave had consldeliz;liblle effect in :h,eizen;ig
itigation ; on the other hand, it wou 1ave. given 1
}il(tzltgl,;lxgglsl s’ull)tust,’ and to the registry of false deeds, ba;_ls,hand n:.(;l}‘ltgg;
ges for the purpose of establishing a lo.w record of the ,Z:; o
fands, and thus keeping down theh?j}??t c:sr Szbrtlzzlcn;li:; e gua.rd'
Th(’:re . nofih“')‘tg:’inl nl;}c; (;:Zirx“(;z’ov; the civil courts as a guide in the
agane o ?)ml rtmgfant where the rights of Government may l?e
ReVenue_ ;Pa There is no one to represent or defend the Publlc
‘Comprom'lseth.e court, and it is not unusual to get up an.amlca-ble
m?erest; mbtain a d’ecree or the registry of a compromise which
'smt - duced as a decisive proof of rights whlch. h.ad,
fs aftervards B - were at best but of doubtful validity.
perhaps, no real foundation, or were a | o vsion ot

The second plan referred to by the Board 1s .

S the Beejwary accounts, as suggested

;’lan for revision of the' in a memorandum furnished !)y .vthe
Beejwary accounts rejected 1o 0 hoanq gherishtedar. The objections

" by the Board on sufficient

to it, however, which have suggested

o , themselves to the Board are, in my

opinion, sufficiently strong, to justify its rejection without. further

irf uiry,- and after what I have above stated respecting the
q > : |

2
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indefinite  character of a Beejwary

measurement, the great complexity of
a settlement founded on this ‘system, and the little value it

Paragraph 60,

possesses as record or check for the use of Government, it is .

scarcely necessary for me to express my- full concurrenceé in
the opinion adopted by the Board of the futility of any attempt
at revision on such an imperfect plan. To take the specifications
of the Beejwary from the present or past accounts, the falsehood
of which is the very point which requires correction, would only
be to perpetuate and confirm the errors which they contain ; and
the time has long gone by, if it ever existed indeed in Canara,
when either the representation of the wurgdars themselves or
the examination of neighbouring wurgdars could be trusted in
matters in which their own interests are concerned. Whether. a
work of such magnitude be ornot absolutely be'yond the powers of
the shanbogues may, perhaps, admit of spme arguments, and the
opinion of Mr. Stokes upon this point is entitled to great weight,
though .opposed, as it appears, to that of the late sherishtedar ;
but I have no hesitation in saying that present and past experience
abundantly demonstrates that, even if it could be executed by the

shanbogues, it would be utterly untrustworthy when completed.
65. But there is a modified pian of surveying the lapsed estates
. or Sirkar Guenie wurgs which was sug-

Plan for surveying lapsed

estates suggested by Mr. Blair, geSted by Mr. Blair, and appears to have
but considered impracticable. been favourably received by the Board,
Reasons assigned for this opi- 4100k more in the Light of

nion. g n the Kght ot an expe-

To the Board, paragraph 3. dient, which it thinks might be further

‘ . . applied to two other classes of estates,
viz. those under investigation (Tunkey) and those recommended
for permanent reduction. Though not inclined to admit it as, 2

measure at all equivalent to a general survey, the Board seems

n.evertheless to consider that, so far as it goes, no reasonable objec-
tion to its adoption can be urged. -

wh 66. The advqcacy accorded by the late Principal Collector to
edﬁl;,.the Board so justly styled a patchwork measur‘émept of detach-

quaes?’és& tenders it incumbent upon me to state in the most un-

lified manner that, after having well considered both the results to
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be expected from it as well as the means of carrying it out,-I see

many and strong ‘objections to its adoption. It appears only neces-

~sary to anticipate the progress of such a survey to form some idea

@

of the difficulties which would arise before half-a-dozen estates had *
been ‘surveyed. I have before observed that the estates are not
compact tracts of land, but consist of detached fields mixed up with
other different estates, and often at considerable distances from each
other. Unless, then, the Government were prepared to adopt with-
out inquiry the boundaries pointed out by the neighbouring landlords,
and thus at once to concede and confirm to them all the encroach-
ments which have been so much complained of, as well as new ones
which they would attempt to establish on such an occasion, the con-
currence of every dispute regarding the boundaries between a Sirkar
Guenie wurg and those of a Bhurty Mooly would, under the measure-
ment of the latter, be necessary also, andat this stage it would soon be-
come necessary to lay down some rules as a test by which the quan-
tities of cultivated and waste lands in Bhurty should be tried. By
the necessity which would thus be forced upon the surveyor of ex-
tending the measurement to the neighbouring Bhurty wurgs also,
unless, as I have before stated, every question was to be conceded
to the proprietors of them, the survey would naturally become
extended, not by regular and systematic progress but in detached
spots without order and without method. It would, moreover,
entail much of the  expense of a regular survey without any of its
advantages, for it would fail to exhibit the resources of any one
entire district, os of the proprietary estates, which are really
those regarding which we have the least information, and which
most require inyestigation' if any revision of the assessment be
contemplated. It would afford no chance of paying even-a portion
of jts expenses, for it would be in effect to incur the charge
of eurveying all the most unprofitable land in the district, and
to leave all the valuable land unexamined; nay more, it would
afford immediate occasion to the occupiers of the Sirkar Guenie
wurgs for pressing their demand for a reduction of their rents
without showing any means by which this reduction might be made
up, and would thus lead to a diminution in the revenue in addition
to the expense of the survey itself.
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All the machinery of a survey would require to be organized
and persons to be trained for conducting it, the same for apartlal as
for a general survey, and it would to a considerable extent give
“aloose to all the intrigue, bribery, and corruption which a measure so
closely aﬂ"ectmg the interests of the landholders, where land is.of |
such value as in Canara, would not under any circumstances fal to
produce.

67. But the strongest objection which I see to it is the em-
barrassment it might lead to hereafter. It would in a manner put
the seal of conﬁrmatlon upon all encroachments by proprietary
wurgdars, and thus render any subsequent general measure of
survey and revision of the assessment still more difficult, for a
boundary once defined and confirmed by authorlty cannot apply
to only the estate ; it equally defines and recognizes the extent
of land comprised in the estate on each side of it. The marking
out and recording of the boundaries of the Sirkar Guenie wurgs
would thus amount in each case to a tacit recognition of the
proprietary right of the neighbouring wurgdar to all beyond it.
In this view of its effects I canuot look upon an imperfect and
partial survey as otherwise than directly prejudicial to the interests
of Government. There is much reason to believe that it has had
this effect in the northern districts of Ankola and the Balaghaut,
where no investigation of the actual extent of estates formed part
of the plan of the survey. But the land as it was measured was
entered in the accounts as belonging to the different estates
according to the dictation of the ryots themselves, and now
often when a case comes to light in which extensive encroachments
may be reasonably suspected, an appeal to the entries in the survey
accounts is considered as settling the question beyond dispute.

68. The above considerations have led to the fullest persua-

‘The objects in view cmn SiOT:l .On my part that any attempt at 2
only be obtained by a full and revision of the assessment founded upon
systematic survey. the old system, and the records which
neW exist, would lead to much confusion and expense, and to the’
cex:tamty of ultimate disappointment. The great object of Govern-
ment appears ever to have been to effect a settlement which it

should be able to pronounce permanent and fixed, and-the reason

.

»
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for its having withheld its sanction from the settlements before
‘effected has been a well-founded suspicion of the accuracy of the
information upon which they were based. The first and greatest
desideratum, then, is to obtain a full knowledge of all the different

~ points  upon which thé success and permanency of a land revenue

settlement must depend, and to attempt this upon the antiquated
system of Beejwary measurement 1s, in my judgment, to attempt an
impossibility. The only practicable means
Board’s Procecdings 16th 1s that pointed out by the Board, viz. a
November 1843, paragraph 09 survey founded on an entire measure-’
ment of the lands, and until this can
be undertaken it appears to me far preferable to abstain from any
:innovation which, however carefully it. might be pursued, would
assuredly lead to as much doubt and suspicion on the partofthe-
people as the most perfect survey, and to the same effortgto thwart it
by every species of corruption and intrigue on the part of those who
really would or might suppose they would be losers by the mea-
sure. Itis no light evil either that every such attempt at a settle-
ment leads to the hope and expectation on the part of the people
that it is to be a permanent and final measure, and to disappoint-
ment and discontent when they find this expectation deceived.
Such has been the effect of the Tarrow settlement, which has
rendered a settlement on a more perfect system now more difficult
of execution for the reason pointed out by Mr. Blair, that the
people have been led to expect that it was final, and on this
faith to enter into,all the complicated arrangements to which the
possession of landed property gives rise in Canara to perhaps full ag
great an extent as it does in England.

69. An accurate survey, even considered by itself and :
. without reference to a revision of the
Adwpntages of asurvey even  land revenue, - would be a measure
;f,&,‘i?c“f,m{:,ff;’;’;‘_“ o the ,f the greatest utility and benefit. It
is probably, indeed, one which will be
forced upon the Government before the lapse of many years, if -
it be only asa record of private rights which have never been ade-
quately defined, and are daily becoming more complicated and
difficult of adjustment. One of the most intelligent and well in-
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formed of the public servants in my cutcherry, and himself a large
landholder, has stated to me his belief that a survey would dimi-
nish the litigation now going on by one-half. ¢ An equal and-mode-
rate assessment has nore effect in preventing litigation and crimes
than all our civil and criminal regulations. When the lands aré regu-
larly surveyed and registered the numerous suits which occur when
this is not the case regarding their boundaries and possession are
prevented. If we employ inexperienced Collectors, if our assessment
is not only unequal but in many places excessive, if we have no
detuiled accounts of the land, litigation will increase every day, and
all our courts will be inadequate to the adjustment of them. No-
thing can so effectually lighten and diminish the business of the

3 > . . .
courts as a good settlement of the revenue.”—>Minute of Sir T.

Munro, 22nd January 1821.  But when its effect in defining public
as well as private rights is considered, and the mass of useful infor-
mation which it would furnish is taken into account, it must be
admitted to be a measure well worthy of being undertaken even at
a considerable expense.

70. Itisnot, however, as a distinct measure that it is now

o to be considered. It is in connection
rerﬁﬁiﬁ??ihﬁ:ai\‘tlnfg’v:-vnﬂ with the land revenue that it has been
settlement. brought forward by the Board, and
‘ avowedly as the means of effecting “a
more equitable and fair settlement” of the public demand. In this
view it is impossible to look upon it as otherwise than oue of
the most important subjects which can come under the consideration
of Government in relation to this large district. It would be in
vain, however, and worse than useless for me to attempt to blink
’ the fact, that no such revision or equaliza-
eﬂ'gc‘:fl si,trde?le?i‘:ed “2.‘.'30%;12 tion of the assessment could be effected
“ancient beriz” at the suue Without abandouning the system vehich
time retained. has hitherto formed the basis of all
previous settlements, wiz. a standard

maximum of assessment upon estates, the limits and resources of

Whi_@:ﬁ,,hgye never been hitherto ascertained or defined, and this
Sta;ld?rﬁ,;ﬂ@rammum or ancient beriz, as it has been called, derived
only frém ‘the accounts of interested district servants, which are

@
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‘now admitted on nearly all hands never to have been deserving of
credit. It would be necessary, in short, to re-assess the land upon
some equitable and uniform principlefand with that liberality and
consideration which Government and the Board have always felt
and acknowledged wert necessary to secure the valuable private
propexty in the land which has not-now to be created but has been
in existence for centuries, and has gradually been acquiring stability
ever since the Company’s acquisition of the country under the
operation of an indulgent systemof revenue administration and
the establishment of regular judicial tribunals.

"71. Mr. Blair has expressed an opinion that the effects of
such a measure as a survey * would be
. Sf;.“‘g"‘l’h 42, 30th July ¢, overturn the ancient principle on
Mr. Blair's objections to a which the land revenue of Canara was
survey as disturbing the ancient  fixed,” I cannot, I.confess, see that
principle of agsessment. . < . .
this objection rests on a valid foundation.
To me it appears that it would rather
be to revert to or restore that ancient principle. It could be
no part of the ancient principle of fixing the rent that the lands
of one estate should be surreptitiously transferred to anotber,
and that by this and other fraudulent means some should be
saddled with an assessment so high that it is impossible that it
can be paid, while others are assesscd only at a nominal rent.
Mr. Blair observes that the assessment was fixed ¢ not on actual
measurement, bute from the estimated quantity of seed sown
in each field, the- aggregate assess.
ment on fields forming the Jumma on
each estate.” Granting this, and that the
assessment so fixed was supposed and intended to be a given por-
tioneof the produce of these fields, it is necessary to assume as
a fact that the result aimed at was attained with some tolerable de-
gree of accuracy, for otherwise the principle of assessment would, in
point of fact, havg been no principle at all.- The case, then, appears
to stand thus :—We find that the Jumma on the estates does nof re-
present ¢ the aggregate assessment on .the fields” of which it is
composed according to the principle on which it is said to have
-28JuM

The ancient principle of
assessment has already been
overturned.
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been ascertained, and that, whereas the principle was that one-sixth
or one-fourth, according to the period we take, of the produce of
the fields or estates should*go to the Sirkar, the Sirkar now takes
from some three-fourths of the produce and from others not
one-twentieth part. The principle, therefore, is already overturned.
We ' cannot trace how this has taken place, but we suspect that it
- has been in gradual operation ; that itis the result of frauds,
fer;croaqhments, and falseaccounts which we have too readily accept-
ed as true ones; and that, in short, the aggregate Jumma of the
estates is not what it pretends to be, viz. a true record of the Sir-
kar’s share of each field; while the plea of improvements, often urged
and admissible to a certain extent and in some cases, is yet wholly
insufficient to account for the great inequality now existing. The
. question, then, arises, whether any measure which the Government
might' adopt for equalizing its demand by reverting to the first
principle of taking an uniform proportion of the produce of the land
can fairly be deemed an abandonment of a principle which has
practically ceased to exist and which it seeks to re-establish. The
‘history of Canara shows that such revisions of the assessment
have at former periods been thought necessary, and imperfect and
rude attempts have been made to effect them under different native
sovereigns ; and I can discover no circumstance which appears to
bar the abstract right of the Company’s Goverument to undertake a
similar measure if it deems it necessary and advisable.

72. Whateyer objections, then, may be urged against 2
survey and a revision of the assessment, they must, I think, rest
upon other grounds than those of the abandonment of an ancient
recognized principle. It may be impolitic, from considerations of
a general nature, from the disturbance it would create in the exist-
ing relations of landed property, the loss it would entail upon. those
who have invested their capital in land, the disappointment ofé rea-

-‘sonable expectations that former settlements would be perman‘ent’
- :and. the discontent which might be occasioned by such a ¢hange

nfluential classes, and from the heavy expense whiel it

I

wé L' but it canxiot, in my view, b X fal
Wi il 5 but it canrio s belooked upon as a materia
mf““@‘??@.tpf 'dxe angient principle of taxation.  All these objec-

: %{zg;g’;f?me difficulty of carrying it out against the opposition of
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 tions have been forcibly ur;g'ed by Mr. Blair, and are many of themof

. great weight, and unquestionably deserving of that serious and

attentive consideration which they will no doubt receive from
Government Before .any final determination is come to on the
subject. : ° . _ o . (
73. In the 55th paragraph of his last report to the Board Mr.
Blair has observed that the settlement of
~ Mr. Harris has been guaranteed to the
pl (Xgl:iﬂ:grdi’ep(j:;im’;‘:;tff people by every pledge that' Government
the Tarrow settlement. Neces- ~cCan give, «and that its V§y name was a
oy ;‘::tsie;stl‘ﬂ':lgc e‘_}“s questionin - guarantee for its fixity.” . 1 do not, how-
. ever, find that this is admitted by the
’ Board ; on the contrary it observes that <the Government is inno
way pledged to the present state of things.” The whole question of
a revision of the assessment, however, may be said to turn upon the
decision of this point at the outset, for, if sucha pledge be admitted
to have been made, the same faith will be kept by Government as
in other parts of the country where the interest at stake has been
greater, and it will only remain, as in these cases, a subject for regret
that freedom of action should be precluded by pledges forme:f:ly,
made upon defective information. This is notapoint, however, upon
which it would be either necessary or becoming for me to offer any
opinion ; nor, if it were, have I the means of forming a judgment on
the subject, in consequence of the correspondence which took
‘place at the time Mr. Harris’s settlement was made hayi_ng been
‘destroyed, and no’longer remaining for reference on the records
of the office. e

21st October 1845,

74. But, a'ithough no specific pledge may have been given, .
LI . neither the Board or Governmert - will,
,’év(;)::;?,cﬁg; ’a;;s:;‘e‘,ﬂi"{vﬁf‘c‘i I apprehend, be inclined to.‘.withlllo}fi'a
have arisenout of the length due consideration of expectations which
_ﬁt;ft:f:zfmmg which ithasbeen 1o heople may have beenled to entertain
s ,  of the various exchanges of property and
other transactions which have taken-place in reliance upon the per-

:manency of the Tarrow settlement, and of'the disappointment which

‘would be occasioned thereby when they found them not destined
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to be realized. Upon this subject I think I should be wanting in my
duty if I were to shrink from avowing my concurrence with Mr.
Blair’s opinion, that such a revision of the assessment as would alone
be adequate to the end in view, the equalization of the assessment,

would give rise to great discontent, and,

_ perhaps, to a renewal of the disturbances
which have more than once taken place in Canara. The possible

occurrence of such opposition would not, however, in my judgment
form a sufficient ground for abstaining from carrying out a measure
which might, on a full view of all its bearings, be considered in the
abstract politic and just.

- Not acceptable to the ryots.

75. When the great value of landed property, the tenures
Complex tenures of land an .

objection to a revision. cated relations existing between land-
lords, tenants, and mortgagees, as well as

the large prices which have been paid for their estates by many of
the present holders, are taken into consideration, it cannot be denied
that any general revision of the assessment would cause a consider-
able revolution in the state of landed property. It may even be
doubted whether it would not becorpe necessaryvto insure protection
by legislative enactment to those who have entered into agreements
and incurred liabilities under the existing state of things. For in-
stance a very great number of estates are held upon mortgage, the
annual surplus profits being taken as interest on the debt and for
the gradual discharge of the principal sum. In some of these the
-mortgage is for a term of years, and the lands made over to the mort-
gagee for a time calculated as sufficient to pay off the amount borrow-
ed. In some the mortgager continues in possession of his own land,
but with power to the creditor to foreclose the mortgage at a stated
time if the debt be not paid, and in others the owne: }Tolds his ownt
- land as tenant under the mortgagee or by a still further complioation
" as sub-renter under the mortgagee’s tenant. Again, lands are every

under which it is held, and the compli-"
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_ these transactions would create great confusion, give rise to almost

interminable lawsuits, and fall most severely upon some of -the
parties, as in the case of a landlord who had granted his land on

_- permanent fixed lease, who, whatever alteration might be made

in his own assessment, would be precluded from raising the
rents of his tenants to meet the additional demand on the part of
Government. '

76. It would not, then, be prudent to build upon any hopes
Comsent of the laudholders that a survey and. revision of the assess-
not to be caleulated on. ment would be acteptable to the people,
Paragraph 70, 16th Novem- that is, to the influential part of them.
ber 1843. ' The Board has, in noticing this difficulty,
observed “‘thatitis not to be expected that such parties would cheer-
fully submit to have their advantages diminished by such a process;
. ' _and, as the owners of the most profitable

Powerful influence of public
servants would be exerted estates are almost all men of wealth or
against it. connected with the public service, it is
to be expected that the whole weight of their influence would be
exerted to thwart and nullify the results to be expected from
a faithful survey.” This kind of influence would be still ‘more
effective against any measure of revision short of asurvey. It is
a poiat, in fact, upon which it is scarcely possible to lay too much
stress. It appears to have been the real cause of failure in all

* former attempts at inquiry, and would, there can be no” doubt,

attend any future attempt at revision of the assessment, ie. a
revision which was intended to consist of more than making reduc-
' Dificulties of the European tions in the public demand. It may be
officers owing to the native pub-  said that, with very few - exceptions,
lic servants being landholders. every p ublic servant in the district, from
the head sherishtedar to the lowest peon, is in some way or other
interedted in the land, either directly as owner or through his
relations. In any measure, therefore, which is likely to ‘diminish

" their profits the Collector stands in a position of the most complete

B *day given upon long or permanent leasescalled Mool Guenie, the rent
“?ﬁlngﬁxed and unalterable. The mostbinding wrjtten eng;g'ements

:wtgken in all these transactions; and amongst a people so hatefully
'vlv'hi ch: .88 the Canarese there can be little doubt that the disturbanceé

wauld: ensue '_i“'the-ff?lations between the different parties (@

isolation : the, sympathies and interests of those through whose
agency he can alone act are powerfully. enlisted against bim, and,
without any overt act of fraud, they can be rendered equally effec:
tive by passive inactivity, indirect connivance, and by withholding .
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all information which is not, so to speak, extorted. The impres-
- sion of this has been particularly forced upon me during the late
Jummabundy settlement by observing what may really be done
in the way of exposing abuses by an active, intelligent, and dis-
interested native officer such as, I am happy to say, may Naih
Sherishtedar, a native of Cuddapah, has proved himself to. be.
" In addition to his admirable qualities as an accountant and un-
- wearied diligence he 'has exhibited a degree of nerve in freely
exposing abuses where they have come to his knowledge which

could not have been looked for from a native of the district. But

even he candidly states that the odium which would attend any

Odium which would attenq S€TiOUS attempt at revision, to say no-

any native servant effectually thing of personal consequences to which
co-operating. . - T

_ I will not more particularly refer, would

be so great that no sherishtedar would willingly incur them by

taking that active share in carrying out such a measure which would
be necessary to render it successful.

77. While it is clear, therefore, that this species of influence,
Conﬁéctidn of public servants to which the Board refers, must COHtinUe
with land cangot now be reme. 35 10NE as the revenue offices are filled
died. by landholders, and that it is at the same
‘ time impossible to dissever this connection
between the public service and the landed interests, because every
respectable inhabitant of the province is more or less connected
with theland, it seems that the remedy is to be looked for rather in

resorting to the same measure of employing European agency, which-

: hd§’been found necessary in other parts of the country, than by
prphlbltlons with regard to the native public servants holding or
purchasing land which they have no difficulty in evading, and

’ « . . . =4
A.‘\jhlc‘h often have an injurious effect by converting an open and
- avowed interest into a secret and concealed one. © e

from ryots and public servants, .would

fwitlon which  would be mamf(.esf; itself, it is not possible altogether
_ofas""" 4mvey‘gnd revi‘sion to anhcxpate ;but itmay, I think, be Safely
... . predicated that, if did not amount t0
.. positive physical resistance, other means

*b's'.ble natare  of the

.-.78. In what manner the opposition to be looked for, both

e e

of-a passive nature, but in reality more difficult to overcome, Would
be freely resorted to. These would consist in a neglect on the

part- of the ryots to attend and declining to point out which-

. fields belonged to the several estates, in freely bribing the agents

employed and in gettingup false accusations against the -few who

would be inaccessible to such inducements, in throwing the lands out

of cultivation during the progress of the settlement, in disputing at -

every step the correctness of the survey or equity of the assessment,
by incessant appealsand petitions to the
This has been exemplified Board and thus placing the Collector in a

even during the progress of the s P sve
partial preliminery enquiries. manner on his own defence, -and; abov

See petitions. all, unless the settling officer were specially

gg:f;“me"t No. lssgf 1848.  protected, by carrying every case into the

o » 365, courts which the regulations permitted.
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There are no people in the world probably

”» » 694 I . .
who would be greater adepts at this kind

of hafrassing opposition. It was fully exemplified in a former

attempt to survey a portion of the Bekul Talook, which was com-
pletely defeated by resort to such means : the landholders all man-
aged to absent themselves on some plea or other, and no one would
give any information regarding his neighbour’s land. This, indeed,
is a point of honour amongst the ryotsin Bekul, and is so successful
as often to impede for months, or altogether to defeat, the execution
of decrees of the courts. -

=9. The above are only given as specimens of thé kind of
impediment which might be expected to be thrown in the way ofﬁ
survey, or, indeed, of any effectual measure of revision. Itxsnot
pretended that they might not be overcome by patience an,d_'P}eT'S?:_
verance ; but they would consume a great deal of time, and gtegﬂx
add by, this means to the expense. On the other hand it canscarcely
b doubted that a revision of the assessment, if the motives of
AL ' ‘the Government were fully explained,
" Barvey ‘and revision would would be as- accelftqble : —tg thehlgh]y
ﬁﬁ;eg;::sl:etdo. thgse who are assessed landholders as it would be dis-
o tasteful to”the others’; but these have

necessarily less weight, and are for the ‘most part poor, ignorant, -

‘and easily misled”
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80. The expenses of a survey would in a great measure
depend upon whether it were a compara-
tively rough field survey similar to-that
of the ceded districts, or 4 scientific to-
pographical survey such asis now in progress in the neighbouring
. districts of Dharwar and Belgaum under the Bombay Presidency.
The latter, I feel confident, would be the only kind of one which
would prove statisfactory and correct. I must confess myself to be
under the strong impression that a field survey and classification of
the lands by the assistance of the people themselves cannot be safely
undertaken or relied on, unless it be made soon after the acquisition
of the country. The European officer then holds a position infi-
nitely more favourable for such an undertaking and as different as
can well be imagined from that in which he is afterwards placed.
He is looked up to with respect and deference, the people have not
been taught to thwart, oppose, and set him at defiance, and he in-
herits, it may be said, all the influence and fear of offending
him which was accorded to the officers of a despotic government
who preceded him. He has, in short, a simple and tractable, in
place of an artful and factious, people to deal with.

_Expenses of a survey would
much depend on its nature.

81. There is probably no part of the Presidency of Madras in
Factious and litigious disposi-  Which this change has been so rapid and
tion of the people. extensive as in Canara. It would almnost
seem as though the superior condition they enjoy- had operated as
a stimulus to all the evil and corrupt passions of the people. The
“basest acts, forgery, corruption, and perjury are ddily committed for
~ the purpose of depriving a neighbour or tenant of his rights and
property or for defrauding the Government, and the Collector s

almost as helpless to protect the one as to vindicate the rlghts of

the other. He can undoubtedly exercise the powers vested in him
by the regulations, but this is strictly all that he can do. The great
‘ﬂuence and prestlore of his former posmon has gone. An attempt

d and corruption is as freely’ practlsed in the first instance
¢ tgose of delaying the settlement of the case and fairly
wearying him out, and when it has been at last'settled it is again
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renewed in the form of an appeal from every subordinate. officer
upwards and eventually to the court.
‘Peculiar causes have tended to hasten and increase this. state
Causes which’ have tended of things in Canara. The heads of the
$o increase it. "+ Revenue and Judicial Departments were
for many years on bad terms with each other ; the ryots were en-
couraged to oppose and appeal agdinst every act of the Collector.
They were not slow in perceiving the advantages of playing off one
authority against another, and have never forgotten the lesson so
taught them This disposition, which I have never seen- equalled
in other parts of the Presidency, would, there can be no doubt,
greatly enhance the difficulties of a field survey, and ‘- when ‘added
to the prevailing corruption of the inferior district servants and

- many of the higher class, and the interest which nearly every servant,

high or low, has in the land, it would oppose difficulties almost
insuperable to the attainment of any thing like a correct result from
a survey carried on the same principle as that which was made in
the ceded districts. Independent of any of the factious means

~of opposition to which I have above alluded, the value of land

in Canara is so great that it would be worth the while of the
holders to bribe to an extent that no remuneration which the
Government could afford to give, nor the honesty of the majo-
rity of Canarese employés, would offer any opposing motive. It
is the means by which many of them have secured the undue
advantages they now enjoy, both under our own and the preceding

‘governments, ard they have reaped too much benefit from it to

allow any reasonable Jhope that it would not be again extensively
brought into opexatlon as a means of vitiating a future survey and

revision.
~ 82 I‘or this and similar reasons I cannot think that it would
* T be advisable to undertake any other kind

Gorclygion that . topogra- o survey than one conducted on the
phfcal sdrvey is the only one d such
which would meet these difi- most perfect principles, and such a one

culties. - )i as would render the Government compa.
ratively independent of infrior native

Aaoency, and afford a ready and permanent means of checking frauds
“and correcting errorsy which might hereafter be detected, and thls, '

29 JuM
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conceive, could alone be attained by a ltopbgraphical survey executed
by prf)perly trained surveyors, and carried on under the immediate
superintendence of a skilful surveying officer. '

83. 1 need hardly observe that such a survey would be a very
expensive undertaking. There are pecu-
' liaritjes in the climate of this coast and
in the conformation of the country which would render it more
than ordinarily so. It could not be carried on at the most for more
than seven months in. the year ; and the land being for the most
_ part broken up into small patches on different levels dand in ter-
raced fields up the slopes of the hills, would render much more
minute measurement necessary than in an open plain country.

- , ‘Expense of survey.

These are amongst the causes noticed by Sir T. Munro where

o the Tomd 4 A he states that it may be proper to (.)bser\.'e
1800, parngraph 7. Y <« that the survey of a district in this
’ province will cost at least four or five
times as much as one of equal extent in Mysore or the Baramahl.”
Some record may possibly exist in the Board’s office of the actual
expense incurred by him in surveying a portion of the one talook
?f Barcoor. The expression above quoted does not appear to have
mtended for more than to convey a general idea of the great addi-
‘tional costliness of a survey in Canara. The cost of the survey of the
Balaghaut talooks of Soopah and Soonda and § moganies of Ankola
was Rs. 53,634, being about double that for a similar extent of

country in Bellary or Cuddapah, not four or five times as great ; but -

it seems to have been a very clumsily and ill-conducted affair, and
certainly not such a one as it would be advisable again to under-
ke, :
.. -84. It by no means follows, however, that a topographical
; Relative e:?pénse of a perfect Zirve}’_ Wm'lld S A
vy wortd s o g pertet pensive in Canara than in any other
S otber districts, part of the country. The superiority an
’ *gﬁ S greater faxactness of such.a survey, wher-
2y Be carried on, would diminish the difference occasioned
e t;:re\fz? 31); t{né igqqnality of the surface of the country s
REsse. of th -operations during thgra'my months wotld

.gFothers continued still over-assessed.

will attend any future attempt at revision on the same or sig

pgzg_f'léss importance, as I find that in the survey naw going on in
PDharwar this time is well and fully employed in making up the
accounts and in preparing the requisite forms and village maps.

_ If this supposition be correct it would seem to furnish an addi-

tional argument in favour of the topographical survey, by showing
that, an avowedly more perfect measure, the superior advantages
held out by which have been considered sufficient reason for prefer-
ring it in other parts of the country, would be attained at a less
comparative cost. :

- 85. " The length to which the preceding remarks have swelled
may render it convenient if I here'shortly recapitulate the conchu-
sions to which I have arrived in considering the many questions
involved. They are shortly as follows :— ' I

.. That too much faith appears to have been placed from t

_ commencement in the accounts furnished by shanbogues of the state

of the assessment.

That the adoption of these as a standard basis, without any
means having been resorted to for, ascertaining and recording the
stiperficial extent of the lands belonging to each estate, has had the .
effect of confirming all previous fraudulent reductions of the’asséss:

-ment, and has afforded unusual facilities for subsequent’encroach=

ments on the public lands and frauds of other descriptions by
shich the interests of Government have suffered. o

That the attempts at revision hitherto made, and which haVe
consisted entirely of reductions in the public demand, have fiot
had the desired effect of equalizing the assessment, because the
nature of the accounts afforded no efficient means of ¢heck, and the

‘agency through which they were conducted was untrastworthy ;

that persons of influence were thus enabled to misrepresent the -
cﬁsabi‘]ities and extent of their estates, and obtain a permanent

uctidph of assessment. which was not required, while. the lands

re

. " 'That, from the influence of these caisses, »tyhe_}i‘ﬂggl}aﬁfy ofassess-
"ment is probably now greater than it has been at any former period.

That the same causes which have led to this result heretofore |
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data and by the same kindof agency, and effectual revision cannot be
hoped for without previously acquiring a distinct knowledge of the
extent of land both cultivated and waste and its present and future
capabilities, and that the only means of attaining this is by a survey;
and that after this were effected any thing approaching to an
equalization of assessment is incompatible with a strict adherence to
the present record of ** ancient assessment.”

That such a revision, if it had been effected at an earlier pefiod
of our administration, would have been attended with almost un.
mixed advantage ; but during the long period which has since elap-
sed certain conditions have arisen which now cause the question of
revision (by the only effectual means) to be a balance between the
advantages and objections which would attend it. ‘

» That the advantages to be expected would be the attainment
of an accurate knowledge of the’state of landed propesty and of the
resources of estates, the determination of boundaries and of public
and private rights, the imposition of a light assessment on all the

lands of the district, security against future frauds, the rectifying of

former errors, and the prospect of a gradual and moderate increase

in the public revenue in proportion to the increasing population and
wealth of the province.

That the disadvantages or objections would consist mainly in
the disturbance of | rights and interests which havee erown up since
we have held the country, and of the relations bebtwcen landlords
and tenants and other parties having a mixed interest in the land,
the disaffection which it might give rise to, the genéral difficulty of

carrying it out against the opposition of all the influential classes,

and the heavy expense it would occasion. N

+- - That, whatever may be the present determination upon this
qbl:lsfmon, 1t is not advisable that the Government should pledge
18elt to hold the present assessment perpetual and unchangeables

not ¥hat;it should confirm absolu . .
: T ' tel , have
hitherto bgen made, y any reductions which

until it hasbetter information of the necessity

which existed for granting thein, but that it should leave itself at

‘liberty to undeitake a revision at some future period when the

necessity for it may become still more apparent, or circumstances

‘may present a more favourable opportunity.

.,86. Whatever determination may be eventually come to b
Government respecting a survey I wish
A survey, if undertaken, to take this opportunity to express my
cquld not be conducted by the . . .
Collector. : decided opinion, that it could not Be
o ~ carried into effect under the superin. .
tendenge of the Collector. I believe that the increased -duties
which have been gradually accumulating on the hands of that

. officer are not sufficiently estimated ; and yet so strongly 1s this

fact constantly forced upon me that I am fully impressed with the
conviction that the system of administering the civil government
of a large province like this will, if I may be allowed the expression,
break down before the lapse of many years from the sheer want of
time to execute the duties which are daily increasing in the Reve-
ngygk Department, and will render necessary cither a subdivision of
the district into smaller separate charges, as was the case before,
or alarge increase in the agency by which the business is to be.
carried on,
87. The business of every office has a natural tendency to
' increase ; but the chief part of the in-

Great increase in the geme-  cregse in Canara 18 in matters which
ral business of the Revenue

Department. have scarcely any connection with the

: immediate administration of the public
revenue. Itis in the miscellaneous duties imposed on the Collec-
tor in the numerous departments under his charge, and arises-not
only from the great addition to the population, but in some mea-
sure from the altered character of the people, their abuse rather than
use of the institution intended for their protection, and to a system of -
unlimited appea!)by which arecord of the most trivial and unimport-
ant business has become necessary and is continually coming back .

" to occupy the time of the Collector and Magistrate after once being
disposed of. It is not a little owing also to the numerous departments



Bonard- of Revenue, Depart-
ment of Public Works, Fouj-
daree’ Adawlut, Sen Customs
Collector .and Reporter of Ex-
ternal Commerce, Accountant
General, Civil Auditor, Military
Board, Marine Board, Superin-
tendent of Pensions, Post Mas.
ter General, Sessions Judge at
Mangalore, Assistant Judge at
Mangslore, Subordinate Judge
atdMangalore, Sessions Judge at
Honore, Bombay Government,
Accountant General, Bombay,
Timber Agent, Calicut, Timber
- Agent, Sedashighur, Pay Mas-
ter of the Division, Commissa-
riat Officer, Civil Engineer, 4
Offieers superintending  the
construction of ghauts, 2 Sub-
Collectors and  Assistants,
neighbouring Collectors, Magis-
trates and Superintendents in
this Presidency, Bombay, and
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to which he issubordinate or isin continu-
al correspondence, each pressing for addi-
tional information or petty details solely
with reference to their own exigencies
and without advertence to the waats of
other departments, which are equally. ur-
gent and equally expect compliance with
their demands. Some of these depart-
ments are noted in the margin. 1 would
instance merely as specimens of the kind
of extra work to which I here refer the
quarterly lists of old arms fuarpished for

the use of the police in the talooks .

which have to be compiled and translated
from detailed lists obtained from every
station where they are in use, and ‘which
are forwarded to the Military Board and

 grdiat Part of theif time

M,’.’sore" checked with apparcntly w same

minuteness as the arms of a regiment ; the mass of detailed vouchers
and accounts called for by the Civil Auditor in support of the most
trifling expenditure, amongst which therc were this year demanded

detailed lists of cvery man who has reccived the petty reward of 2 -

aﬂ!)as for killing a dog and the same for every wild beast ; copies
of detailed accounts in the Department of Public Works already

furnished to the Board, and even of such petty items as the torches '

furnished ‘to the extra dawk runners, of the name of every cut-

, . . . o .
cherry servant who has received travelling batta, with the stages,

distances, and dates of cach march. ‘The accounts and statements

furnished to the Board itself, the Accountant General, and Civil

" lbfij.lﬂdi_tbr_yliave increased since Fusly 1238 upwards of two hundred
 per cent., and other departments in large or smaller proportion.

et th QQ{!@CtDr or his subordinate district officers have ac-

5“\88 Even a cursory notice of this subject may seem out of -
Pl edn a revenue report, but it is not in reality so; for it is of im-,
to endeavour to show to the Board that, in point of fagh.

18, to enter into revenue details and examinations, A:

is consumed in miscellaneous- duties which
 Business of a judicial nature 7€ mearly or altogether fo@eﬁéﬁ to those
f)e\rformed by ‘the Revenue of revenue officers and yet cannot be de-
epartment. - ferred. Amongst these may be named
the interminable squabbles between landlords and tenants, appeals
agalnst attachments of property often resolving -themselves - intg
complicated police cases involving char-
- Number of revenue cases ges and counter charges of forgery of
;’:“}l‘};;‘y“i‘ggf._‘fg‘%g.v' °F1822  documents affecting the land, incessant
: and unreasonable appeals against cases’of .
the above nature decided by the subordinate officers, the’ exami-
nation ai® division of lands and apportionment of the assessmenton

* them to assist in carrying out the decrees of the courts. The acqui- .

This duty alone is ome sitions of four European courts for

 which prefses most heavilyand  jocumentary evidence and other assist-

inconveniently on the time of . .. it
the district d servants, and is ance in the civil department and-in the

continually on the increase.  criminal in meeting objections raised
against tWmportant proceedings of the magistracy and police. To
theke fay be added the immense increase in the Public _Wo;jlgs.
Department which has of late taken place in Canara, the repair‘of
the roads and keeping up the ferries, the erection and repair of ‘all
civil buildings whether revenue or judicial, the charge bf the
Laccadive Islands, of four post offices and 400 miles of dawk road,

- the cogservancy of forests and provision of timber for the Dockyard

at Bombay, the sea customs at 25 different ports, the registry of

shipping, the tobacco and salt monopolies, pensions, savings’ banks,

passports, talook tapals, vaccination, light-house flagstaff, and a

| great many other duties unconnected with the land,féiiéﬁiié"

which, though many of them may appear trifling when considered

individually, are often the subject of incessant correspondence, of -

voluminos accounts, and of periodical report, and require both time
and attention to be devoted to them. The®mount of business in
these respects may be measured by the strength of ‘the judicial
establishments which it has been found necessary to keep up, for the
same causes which tend to swell it in the one are ‘it full operation

Yy

" in the other. In Canara there aretwo zillah' courts, one Assistant’ -
~ Judge and one Subordinate' Judge, 5 Sudder” Ameens, and 11
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Moonsiffs. In the Revenue Department there is an additional
Sub-Collector without an establishment, which was abolished by
the Reduction Committee in 1830.

89. A full shareof all this kind of labour falls upon the dis-
" State of business in the trict native revenue servants, and if it be
talooks. fairly taken into consideration it is less a
matter of surprise that they should be able to devote so little time to
revenue investigations as that they are able to do so much. Some
idea may be formed of the increase of duty falling on every depart.
ment when I state that the annual expenditure of paper in the dis-
trict has increased within the last 10 years by noless than 165 reams ;

and the Board will be at no loss to estimate the labour required to fill .

this with writing, and that, too, by servants who were already fully
employed. There are in some of the talooks upwards of 300 cases
in the revenue and police undisposed of, notwithstanding that the
tasildars sit in their cutcherries till alate hour at night endea-
vouring to do so} and, further, the labour thus devolving on them,
imperfectly as it is performed, is ouly got through at all by the
wretched expedient of employing oomedwars, or of filling up the
appointments of common peons by persons who can assist as
gomashtah.

~ 90. Suchis in plain truth, however inadequately set forth, the

My Naib Sherishtedar, who Present state of the public business in

3 ! 1 M ., . . . .
was for a iong time a revenue  (Gapara, which 1is as discouraging as can
moonshee in Cuddapah, states SRS

his full conviction thatthe or. Well De to any one désirous of fulfilling

dinary native correspondence  his duties with efficiency. It is a con-
and record in Canara is four

times greater than in Cuddapah tinued struggle to kecpedown arrears of

and probably from eight to ten  current business with most inadequate

times greater than in Bellary. . *or
Consequent want. of leisure  11€ans, but which, were the means €ve

to'devote to questions of land  so perfect, would be more than shuffi-
. Tgvenue. M 3

- cient, if properly performed, to occupy
his full time and undivided attention.

- g

. 91 ‘Great allowance, then, is in candour due when it.'is
0“?_‘*’*-‘5;1:\;}? subjects of a general nature requiring patient -
Vebt‘gatmﬁ,'-‘thought, and study have becn neglected or are post-

Fotu
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pouned, and in this will, I believe, be found one main, cause

~ of the unsatisf‘aétory state of the revenue settlements, the want of

correct information, and the abuses of which the Board has had zo
‘much cause to complain: The strictly revenue business must
always have been amply sufficient to occupy the time and atténtion
of the revenue officers ; but when it is considered that, in addition to
this, the Collector has had every department of the civil administra-
tion of a province little short of 300 miles long to attend to, with
Incrense of populationabout the sole exception of the judicial, and

~ four hundred thousand. that business in all these has been

gradually increasing as the population has multiplied, and ‘as ‘the
habits of the people have become more artificial and théjr morals
mote corrupt, with a reduced establishment and under a system of
increasing centralization, and the attempt to exercise control over
#e minutest details from the seat of Government, it ought to create
no su;prise that he has not had leisure to enter on a patient investi-
gation of revenue details, or to exercise sufficient control over a
system of revenue management complicated and yet lax beyond
any that I have witnessed in any part of the country.

92. Though at the risk of having it attributed to a personal

“and intcrested motive I will venture toadd a few words on a 8ab-

. ject which I cannot but think is in some
fm{;?tfh:eg;ﬁ:’gf :fPf:éim measure mixed up with the future effi-
Collectorate considered injudi- cient revenue administration of Canara. .
clous. I refer to its reduction in the grade of
collectorates by which it has been placed on the same footing as
the smallest and least important district in this Presidency, and that,
too, by a singular coincidence at the very time that quesﬁonfswo’ff
the gravest importance, which in other districts .have long since
been settled, are being again opened for discussion, and ,ngce,ssax_'fly
entsil a great addition of anxiety and responsibility. Ido not desire
to offer any opinion as to what is a fair remuneration for the duties -
which a Collector in such a district as Canara has to perform, or to
ask whether the, superintendence of so many departments in an
equally extensive country is in any part of the world performed at.
a lower rate, but simply to express my conviction that, as additional-
labour and responsibility are not-sought for themselves, the charge

' 30 jum '
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of an office in which they must be encountered will hereafter cease
to be an object of ambition, and the smaller and more easily
managed, but equally well remunerated, districts will be sought for
in preference. For my own part I will candidly avow that, with a
salary less than 1 enjoyed ten years ago and looking to the harrass-
ing and laborious duties of this office, I should consider my removal
to one of the smaller and fully settled districts in the light of pre-
ferment, and is a mark of the favour of Governfnent which [ do
not solicit only because my period of service is fast drawing to
a close.

93. It now only remains for me to notice some of the points
connected with the present revenue administration, <. e. as distin-

guished from the question of a general survey and revision of the

assessment.

94. After what I have stated above respecting the uncertainty

< Board Shifarish® reductions OF the information we at present possess
not recommended to be con- regarding nearly every class of estates, I
firmed at present. need hardly say that I do not recommend
any permanent reduction in the beriz of that class termed ¢ Board
Shifarish.” The number .of these, as at present shown in the
accounts, is 4,163, of which 904 have been brought under that classi-
fication since it was first adopted by Mr. Viveash. Much greater
care has been taken in examining these before they were permitted
to be so classed than was the case in the first instance ; but still, as [
have before endeavoured to show, the means do mot exist of deter-
mining positively whether the reductions are actually necessary of
not, particularly in those parts of the country in which there has

been no survey. To judge from the Inquiries I have made during.

the last Jummabundy in the Balaghaut talooks, so many instanees
(some of which will be found in the appendix)in which theyeare
1.3,0} necessary have come to my knowledge that I am inclined to the
opinion that not more than one-fourth of the proposéd reductions
31¢ permanently requisite. There are many which cannot be imme-
gxixt;e:gfosed, but which might m.evertheless b; treated as remt.i:;
dth 1P°“?f‘,-, rather to be continued for a longer or shortet
petio WW‘“@ and final reductions of the assessment.
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" 95. In the meantime I will observe that, though the last
" «“Board Shifarish™ reductions Pproposed reductions of beriz, termed the
have niot been interfered with. ¢« Board Shifarish,” ‘have not been sanc-
tioned by the Board, they have hitherto been treated as permanent
reductions, only awaifing sanction, and the revenue officers have
not considered themselves at liberty to cancel them without the
permission of the Board. I have not, therefore, taken upon myself
to do so, but I can see no object in this restriction, and I would
But might be subject to recommend that they should still be held
gradual revision. open to revision ; and wherever they may
appear to be clearly the result of misinformation or positive fraud,
or on other accounts unnecessary, the recommendation should be
either annulled together or modified as circumstances may seem to
require, In many cases the amount is so low as 2 or 3 annas,
and from this circumstance alone clearly unnecessary as being of
no use to the person who received the remission. They appear
to have been given more with a view of allowing those who de-
manded remission to have a share, however small, than from any
actual or apparent necessity which can now be ascertained ; but-
each of these remissions formsa distinct entry in the accounts which
has to be gone through every year at the Jummabundy, and creates
no small addition to the labour and waste of time at the settlement.
96. With respect to any arrangements which can be made
in the revenue settlement pending the determination of Government
on the question of a survey, I do not feel sanguine that any greé}t
improvement car’be made without a measurement of the land ; 1t
must be acknowledged that any attempts at revision will continue
to be the most complete groping in the dark which it has hitherto

been, and the revenue officers be still exposed to deception.

There are some points, however, in which the progress of error may
be thecked in future, although what has already happened may not
be remedied thereby. Amongst these one of the most important
is some authoritative declaration respecting the rights to waste land.
' 0 I have in a preceding part of this
Declaration regarding the report stated my views at some length
:;EEE;O waste lands much re- upon this subject, and I only here add
that I can see no objection to the intro-
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duction of seme rule similar to what prevails in other distrigte, viz.
that the lands which a ryot can claim should tos certapn degrte

be measured by the assessment he pays, and that where he has alesady -

in his possession land fully equivalent to this assessment Jais glain

_to more should not be admitted without imposing an additioned
agsessment on it. 'The application of this simple and, as appears 49
me, equitable rule would do more in checking Jifigation and fraud
than almost any which could be devised in the absemce of a regular
survey. It might also, I think, beextended with advantage to cases
where there has been a large apparent increase in the cultivation
upon which no assessment is paid.

97. I would also beg to suggest for the consideration of the

Board the propriety of setting aside the ancient beriz as it staltds
recorded upon estates at present unoccupied by any one. ©

There seems no object in adhering to what appears the arbitrary

© Retention of ancient bLeriz OF false assessment recorded by the
on waste cstates injurious. shanbogues on land with which the pre-
sent interests of no one are bound up or can be brought in jeopardy-.
At present it is considered necessary to adhere to the ancient beriz
'!lowever absurdly low or high it may be. This is disadvantageous
intwo ways. In the former case, as cultivation is advancing, a man
may take up an estate upon an assessment entirely inadequate
. merely because it stands so recorded in the old accdunts, whilst in
- the other heis prevented from taking up land because a beriz
‘;V?.'ppeax"s assessed on it which it can never paye There can be
‘o object in perpetuating these inequalities, and it would be much
‘better to give such lands upon a fair and moderate assessment

~without reference to accounts which are not trustoworthy and very

_'i’)rpbaiblybfurn‘ish no true account of what they profess to do.

-~ 98. Tor much the same reasons it appears to me that thefe 19

© Large waste estates might 10 advantage in maintaining the integrity

al i
12180 be subdivided. of waste estates. At present, however

‘:t:enslve the lands recorded as having once beloaged to an estate
nor?ev})i;gl ?’, cannot be separated. A man must take either all of
cular’ of ait gnce hag arisen the practice, in the Balaghaut in partt-

R ‘ﬂ!?wmg,large estates to be taken up by persons who have
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ﬁdﬂty’to cultivate the whole of them; they only pay, however,
2 whek.is -ackually brought under cultivation, a remission being

- yhdd for that which remains waste. They thus retain a lien on a
- Aarge wantity of land which they pay nothing for, and prevent

idthexs &pm taking it up exceptas their tenants. I can see no good
wpewson why all waste land, whether it ever constituted a separate
holding or no, phould not in Canara as in other districts be thrown
into the generst Ayacut Bunzer of the village, and given to appli-
cants in small and convenient spots upon a fair and equitable
assessment, only taking care that the good land be not separated in
_unfair proportions from the inferior. So strong is my impression,
‘however, of the frauds which are committed, and which the reve-

‘

nfe officers have no means of guarding against, that I would not
propose that any assessment fixed on the land should be considered
absolutely permanent or irrevocable, but would insert in the puttah

a general reservation for its future revision.

99. TEndeavours have been lately made to ascertain the actual
Measurement of lands when extent of land when newly taken up, and
taken up should be recorded-  jt would, in my opinion, be desirable to
grant no new land upon such a fallacious récord as the estimated
Beejwary extent. In all such cases the superficial measurement

in acres and goontahs should be previously ascertained by sicﬁigl
measurement and distinctly recorded in the puttah.

100. Some definite rule is also required respectin’g a class of

~ " estates of which I do not find that any
Proprietary estat’s when : : . ' y

ob adined shpuld b considered mention has hitherto been made. The§e

the property of Government.  are what are termed Mooly or proprietary

; estates which have .been given up but

. not entered as Sirkar Guenie estates. The only estates entered

under this class are such as were so recorded in the accounts at
th€ commencement of the Company’s Govesnment. There is thus.
a distinction without a difference between the two, arising merely
out of the mode of recording them in the accounts. All land, I
consider, whick the proprietors have given up or abandoned, and
for which they cease to pay the publi¢ assessment, necessarily reverts
to Government, and can be made over to any one else who is’ will-
ing to take it up and pay the assessment on it. Instances, however,
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have recently occurred of estates long abandoned by their former
owners which had been taken up by new comers, who have gone t0
considerable expense and trouble in bringing them into order, and
when this has taken place the former holders step forward and sue
for the recovery of the land on the ground of his being the ancient
proprietor. In some instances this has been awarded to” him,
principally, I imagine, in reference to a right casugfty mentioned by
Sir T. Munro to have existed in ancient times by which proprietors
could come back and reclaim their former
holdings. This right is not at all well
established, even as an old theoretical one ; but it is manifest that
it is quite incompatible with our system of revenue administration
that a man should be able to give up his land, and cease to pay any
assessment for it, and yet retain the right of ousting any ene else
who may take it after it has been brought into a profitable condi-
tion by the labour and expense of the new holder. The giving up
of land and ceasing to pay the assessment ought, ¢pso facto, t0
constitute a relinquishment of the ownership, as it does every where
else, and such estates ought, therefore, to be subject to the same rules
as those which werc abandoned before the Company's rule com;
menced (viz. the Sirkar Guenie estates), and to be at the disposal of
Government like other waste lands,
101. It was my wish to have offered some observations res:
. _ pecting the Balaghaut districts which have
e pintsvnstng oy circumstances pecaliar to them-
the Balaghaut talooks. selves which do not cénveniently come
under consideration in treating of Canar
generally, particularly with reference to the survey which has there
taken place; but I must defer doing so until a more conveniept
occasion, and when I have more leisure than I can now comma“d'
There is little, however, in the remarks which 1 have ventured t0
offer in this report on the system generally which is not applicable

to the Balaghaut, although there are other points specially refersing
to those districts which require notice.

Fifth Report, page 808.

»

102, If there be any thing contained in this report, as 1 fear:

there mdy be, tending to the inference that I am an advocate f:l'
a high assessmient, I am desiroy s, before concluding, of most earnests

239

ly disclaiming it. No one who has served in so many of the dis-
tricts of this Presidency, as I have, can on coming to Canara fail
fo obsérve and appreciate the blessings of a light assessment and

an indulgent settlement. Though it may appear a paradox it may,

) ngverthe]ess, I think, be assumed that the very ignorance which I

haye endeavoured to show has ever existed, and still continues, in
regard to the resoprces of the country, has in no small degree
contributed to the rapid increasc of its prosperity which is now so
apparent, for no one can doubt that the energies of the people are
more likely to be stimulated by the prospect of enjoying the full and
entire profits’of their exertions than where these have to be shared
with the Government, in however moderate a proportion.  As little
canit be doubted that, with the ideas which prevailed 30 or 40 years
agd as to the share of the produce which the Government. might’
fairly exact, no such liberal settlement as would now be deemed
politic and just would at that time have been accorded, and the
consequence would have been that the advancement of cultivation
and general improvement would have been retarded. This,
indeed, is apparent from the rates which are now in force regarding
the appointment of the estimated produce in newly occupied lands,
by which one-third of the gross produce is assumed as the Govern-
ment share and by the high rate put upon all new land taken up for
garden cultivation. Could these rates really have been exacted I am

under the fullest persuasion that little increase in cultivation would

actually have taken place; and we might have the examplein Canara,

as in other parts gf the country, of thousands of our labouring popula-

tion leaving their homes to seek employment in foreign countries, in

place of finding an ample demand for their labour at home, as they
now do in Canara. '

o

o 108, Whatever arrangements there might be adopted should
not be with a view of increasing the general rate of assessment, but
be directed mainly against previous and future frauds and the
hitherto almost unrestrained encroachments of wealthy landlords,
Bramins, merchants and others, who are not the really laborioys or
productive class, biit who by the variqus means I have attempted to
detail have contrived to lower their former rents, and to approprfiqté,
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as they still continue to do, the surplus rent of nearly all t.he .
occupied lands which are taken up and brought into gultwat} .
_persons holding under them as tenants, instead of directly uyler.
the Government. By this the condition of the actual cultif
would not seem to be improved, while the Government is defr ;
of its legitimate share. Itis only thus that, in my opiniony ghe’
fact can be accounted for, that, with an increased population offour

: red thousand persons in a cot,
This is between Fusly 1210 hundred t u'b P ) i ntry
and 1257. The increase in the  almost exclusively agricultural, t

in-
average of the first and last 10 opoqge in the land revenue has beg, no
years is Rupees 75,692. e
more than Rupees 1,46,500. x
rec-

104. It must be admitted, however, that while such cdS
tion of.former abuses appears the only means of, in any mealyrg,

equalizing the assessment, it would be expedient to apply 4t ith

great leniency and indulgence. Iam informed that it is upoti the
principle of overlooking past abuses that the ge.neral revépue
gurvey in the lower provinces of Bengal 1s now being carrieo oI},’
and that without a previous and distinct understanding upon this
point it would have been almost impossible to effect it. A supyey
in Canaraconducted on the same principle would probably be at.t.%d.
ed with all the advantages which have been anticipated fro

adoption in that part of the Honorable Company’s territories.

I have the honour to be, a
Sir, \
Your most obedi"ent Servant,
(Signed) T. L. BLANE.

its
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APPENDIX .

) a
’ ., 2

Being-notes regarding certain Bstates in Canara dllustrative of the
preceding Report, and of the operation of the system of Land
Hevenue Settlement, : ‘

No. 1.

Achwah village, Nagoor mogani, Ankola ta]ook,yMooly'WLirg
. No. 1, comprising the entire village, owner Chandayanah Hebbara,
a man of large property and influence. .
Antient assessment Pagodas 834-5-11.

The following is the statement of produce, &c., in Fusly 1243

-~~~ upon which the recommendation for a permanent remission of

assessment was founded ;—

* Rewaz Hootawully, or attainable rent produce, calcu-
lated at £ the gross produce on cultivable land .. . Ps. 672
Hazir Hootawully, or actual rent produce derived from )

the lands actually under cultivation, calculated in
the same manner Ceeeann s evaas s 437

ER T S N IR S S

Particulars of lancz——,

Rice land 400 candies.
Cocoanut trees, 4,130.
~ - Soopari trees, 30,734.

Average collections of 17 years from 1209 to 1225 ..
S

’»” 436
Do. 15 do. 1226 ,, 1241 » 440
Collectiqns of Fusly 1242 ........... ceeeviinens o 418

With reference to these returns it appeared to the Head
Assistant Collector that the ancient assessment was greatly in
excess of the actual rent produce and, indeed, of the entire rent’

produce if fully cultivated. He, therefore, recommended that
31 Jum
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Pagodus 384-5-11 should be permanently struck off as “deficiency
of land,” and the assessment in Juture be fixed at Pagodas 450,
and this has been suspended ever since. .

In consequence of the representation of one Vittul Joisee’
in Fusly 1257 (last year), who offered to take the estate for the full
beriz, it was ordered by the Head Assistant Collector "fo be
examined by a monegar and shanbogue. The following was given
by them as the result :— -

Rice Land. Candies. Rewaz Hootawully. Hazir Hootawully.
Ps. Ps.

Cultivated. .. vo0eee... 477
Uncultivated ., .v.v0ne. 47

524... ... 456 «onunnns 432
Cocoanut trees No.....8,511...... 3820 ........ 147
Soopari trees. ..... 1,41,255. ... 447 ...ovo.. 230
~ Other trees, mango, &c. ... cvevun 12 o0eee. 12

Pepper, jungle. ...oovenvinanane 3l ceiiis 31

Coomri, cut and cultivated by 100
PEISONS, +uanvsoonennnens cee

1,291 877

—

This return shows the full rent produce to be about double
and an excess of 124 candies in rice land alone.

the former return
X : 0,734 te 141,255, and the

The soopari trees have increased from 3

cocoanut trees from 4,130 to 8,511. ,.
however, is still probably far from the
following calculation, assu-
be correct. The village
d, and the account can-

This return of produce,
actual trath, as would appear from the
ming the Beejwary extent now given to
is not one of those which has been surveye

not, therefore, be compared.

_'The candy, according to
to 20 copdoos or 200 seers O
equal to 47 Company’s seers of 84 Ru
40 Company’s seers (1 seq@er goontah) to sow 1 acre.

the local rates of this village, is equal
f 24 Rupees’ weight, and, therefore,
pees. On an average 1t takes

AL
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“ liacr;ff:jdcz;ndy in thi.? village may, therefore, be reckoned equal to
ran :[‘h 7 goontahs, 524 c&ndies would then be equal to acreg
takon. a1 ; average gross produce of an acre of rice land may be
w-h.icI‘{’ o gvmga very low ratie at 240 Company’s seers of rice
oo seers per Rupee gives 8 Rs. per acre, or for 746 acres,
810ss produce of .............. B U : 5,968

Deduct for expenses of cultivation one-half, or ... » 2,984
. ’

Remains probable rent produce of rice land .. ......Rs. 2,984
C 3
OCoanut trees : — |

3.trees are reckoned to occupy a goontah, or 120 to an acre.
8,500 trees would then giveacres 71. :

. ul] :Se rate at whic!x new cocoanut garden land is assessed by
 tion op; n;)w m force is at 4 Hydferl annas per tree on the calcula-
and 1 t;;Oththe gross produce'z going to the Sirkar, } to the ryot,
prod l;;ceo ; e landlord. This makes 8 H. annas per tree rent
- Or per acre Rs. 24, but this is much too high. Takeit,

therefy;
refore, at only 18 Rupees per acre rent produce.

- th

at 3571 acres will then give rent produce Rs. 1,278. Sobparl',
o 2 trees per goontah, or 1,400 per acre, 1,41,255 trees will
Cupy acres 10]. ‘

: H)’dg;l‘le rate of asse‘ssmept now preyailing for soopari garden is 1
he re ! anna per tree, which, reckoning the assessment to be half
N 7gt produc_e, Would give for .],41,000 trees rent produce
only o’ 50, Bu.t this also is* too high. Taking it, howevet, at
ing tone~.half thi3, the rent produce.\n‘fould be Rs. 8,625, Accord-
Wo this very moderate computation of the rent produce it
, uld stang thus :—* ' " SR

Ricelands .......convvnenenesns. Rs. 2,984
Cocoanut garden ...oseeeveessses 5 1,278
So0pari garden seee..ecinesessiie oy 3525
Coomri, pepper, &C.  vaveiviieces iy 274

Rs. 8,061
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or Pagodas 2,015, being Pagodas 722 in excess of the estimate of
full rent produce made at the last examination and 1,343 more
than that made in Fusly 1242. A fair and very low assessment on
this estate calculated on the assumed extent in acres would b.e —

Rice land, acres 746, at 2 Rs. per acre PP Rs. 1,f1§‘)2°
Garden land, cocoanut, and soopari, 172 acres,at10 ,, 1,720
Coomri, pepper, jungle, &c...... G hdeseereeans ” 110

Rs. .3,322

or Pagodas 830}, which is as nearly as possible the ancient beriz.

Note.—This estate has since been ordered to be regularly sur-
veyed for the purpose of testing this calculation, and from the:
progress as yet made it is supposed that the general out-turn will be

- found much greater. e .

No. 2.

- Goodihully village, Ankola mogani, Ankola talook, Mooly
No. 12, registered in the name of Neelkuntappah, the Peshkar o
Bunnawas, a relation of the notorious Pootappah and Madappah.

This estate was waste land at the commencement of the
Company’s Government. It was taken up in Fusly 1213, and an
assessment fixed on it of Pagodas 24-2-4 which was divided into
Shist 19-7-3, Shamil 4-5-1, though no such distinctions existed for
Rekahnusht waste,

In Fusly 1222 it was granted on Moo]puttah. by the Collector,
Mr. Read, to Madappah, then a servant in the Honore Court, in the
reduced beriz of Pagodas 11.5:0, being stated in the puttah to be
75 moras Beejwary. .

°

On Madappah being sentenced in the court for a loig Sﬂ'i‘?s ,
of corrupt practices all his lands were ordered to be sold, and this ‘

estate was bought in by a relation, the talook moonshee Sudarobas
“1n the name of a Bramin at Gokurn, Shenkanarain, who afterwaffls

in 1“.0'51}' 1226 made it over to him, and he entered it in the nam‘; ‘
of his nephew, the above named Neelkuntappah, Both Sadarob® .

g
and Neel‘l-‘“m?PPah were gomashtahsin the talook until Fusly- 1289;

‘%
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Considerable\ quantities of land were at various times taken in,
and in 1232 the survey accounts showed the extent of land to be—.
. Rice land 114 candies Beejwary—

).  Acres. g
Cultivated ...........0....s.. eees. 126 2
Uncultivated .. .,.... it ibeen e, 4 38

) 181 0

being 39 candies in excess of the Moolputtah. In Fusly 1248 theac-
count of produce, &c., rendered to the Head Assistant Collector was
Rewaz Hootawully, or attainable rent pro- '

duce on rice land........ veserees Ps, 384 2 0
Coomri.oooevnnns ceeees Cetererenas » 1 6 4
| | s 385 8 4
* Hazir Hootawully ....ovvvuuienn. eeee » 16 0 0
Average collections of 17 years from F. 1209
£0 1225 vvveveornensenone senennns s 19 314
Deo. do. of15 do 1226 )
£0 1240 v eenneerneeninannn et , 10 410
Collections in 1242. .. v veiivinnnenns ’ 9 5 0

Upon these data it was recommended to strike off Pagodas
12-7.4 from the full beriz, leaving the permanent beriz at Pagodas

- 11-5-0, the amount at which it -was granted on Moolputtah,

‘ﬂthough the Moolputtahs all contain the stipulation that the

assessment on which the estate is granted is only to hold till a

Permanent beriz is fixed. No account appears to have been taken

of the additionat land (39 candies) appropriated.

" The beriz thus fixed amounts to only As. §-5 peracre.. .-

As the estate is in a remote part of the country a fair assess-

ment would be at the rate of Rs. 1-8 per acre, or, for 131 acres,

R:. 196=DPs. 49. -

‘ - No. 3. R
Ahmud Ali viliage, Kudwad mogani, Ankola talook, Guenie

T e

| No. 10, held by Bab Mulyah,—has relation in the cutcherry.

This estate was first cultivated: in Fusly 1210 ; it is entered in

the chittas as 43 candies, and the beriz 13-8-2 divided (fraud“léﬁdy )
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into Shist 9-1-1—Shamil 4.2-1. It was subsequently given up and
taken again in Fusly 1230 by Vencup Mulyah, the talook shroff, .
who entered it in the name of his brother, Bab Mulyah. In the

survey accounts the extent of land is given at—
. Acres. g.
Rice land 113 candies Beejwary ........ 81 36
o Acres. g
Cultivated ..7..ccvieanenen 48 28
Uncultivated ..+ ... e 36 8

The Beejwary measurement is here 70 candies in excess of the

former record. _
The influence of the talook shroff appears to have been suffi-

cient to keep down the beriz, and it varied between Fuslies 1230 and
1242 from H. 2-5 to H. 6-5. In 1243 it was recommended for a:
reduction of beriz by the Head Assistant Collector on the follow-

ing data :—
Rewaz Hootawully, or attainable rent produce,. H. 15 8 0

Hazir Hootawully............ veiereaas vee 5 17 00
the owner. stating the additional 2 H. to be the result of each

exertion on his part.
Average collections of 17 years from 1209 to

1225 Yo sssesr a v v s R P N S T H- 2 6 6
Average collections of 15 years from 1226t0 1240, ,, 4 4 9
Collections in Fusly 1242 .. .......... viiee 5y 660

The portion of the beriz entered as Shamil was, therefore,
recommended to be struck off, and the permanent beriz fixed at
H. 9-1-1. The Board Shifarish is entered as « deficiency of land.”

The falsity of the above estimate of produce from 84 acres of
‘rice land must be evident, .
- The cultivation in this year, Fusly 1257, is 81 acres 18 goot}:
tahs ; an assessment of only 1 Rupee 8 annas per acre would amount
fosz. 128, or H. 32. * o .

S —p——

G b, No. 4.
: W"S}gY;; }’il}age, Cudra mogani, Ankola talook, wurg Mooly
No. 29, bel‘mgmg,to Appajee Shenvi (father of the notoriot®
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“ Pootappah,” sherishtedar of the Mangalore Court, and* nadei.
-num of the mogani). ' seore Tourt, and: nadear.

. Survey extent of land— Acres. g.
_ Igce:dlan”d et et et 77 0380-12, besides 8 acres
sarden ....s..,.... 3 12§ since appropriated.

;. Ancient beriz Shist.... H.40 9 15
Deo. Shamil .. ,, 19 0 9 H. 60 0 8
Present sgttlgment ve.e 5,449 8
Board Shifarish ...... »» 151 0 Recommended on ac-
count of ¢ deficiency of land.” ‘
Statement given in Fusly 1243 on which the recommendation

of Board Shifarish was founded.

Extent of land—
Rice land 84 candies.
* Bagayet, producing 100 cocoanuts,
Gueni Rewaz Hootawully ... .. . Rs. 54 4
Hazir Hootawully ............ ,» 54 4 (theland being

fully cultivated).

Average collections of 17 years, F. 1209 t0o 1225.. H, 21 2 9
Do. do. of 15 years F. 1226 to 1240.. ,, 31 015
Collections in 1242.... .....eivvvrneeaens 5 41 0.0
In the survey accounts the rice land is recorded as 115 candies

exclusive of the 8 acres since appropriated. In the statement given

In 1243 it is only set down at 84 candies. |
The cocoanut trees on 3 acres 12 goontahs of Bagayet are

€ntered in the survey accounts as 146. The produce (100 cocoa- -

nhuts) given in 1243 would be that of a single tree in good bearing,
This estate includes the beriz on two estates which was added

under the following circumstances :— . .
The estate adjoining to it (No. 1), assessed at 15-1, had J.aeen
entered as Koolnusht until Fusly 1241, when information was given
that it had in reality been ineluded within the limits of the wurg
No. 99} and was enjoyed by Ganapah Shenvi, the brother of Appajee
Shenvi, and the,beriz (H. 15-1) was ordered by Mr. Cameron, the -
Principal Collector, at the settlement of 1242 to be added to that
Wurg, In the very next year it was "1*ecommended to be strugk.oﬂ‘ .
a3 Board Shifarish, and the wurgdai now refuses {0 pay even for
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the 8 acres in excess of the survey extent of land, alleging that this

is part of the land for which Mr. Cameron ordered 15 H. to be -a(!ded'

to his estate. :
The beriz ought then to be either ancient

berizon'No. 29 oo .vvviiviniiinns L
~ Do. No. 1 ovivriinnnereninns 15 1 0
60 0 8

or the ancient beriz No. 20 with the additional assessment on 8
acres excess of land. . The former of these would be extremely
moderate, viz. H. 60-8 on 88 acres of rice and garden land, or

Rs. 2-12 per acre.

No.

oy |

©

Kunusgerry village, Seveshwar mogani, Ankola talook, Mooly
No. 36; and Chittacooli village, Mooly No. 57.—These two
estates adjoin, and are held by the same man as No. 4, viz. Appajee

Shenvi, the former nadcurnum.
Their survey extent is as follows :—

Acres ¢

No. 36, Riceland .....c.eoviviiiiinnns 121 13
ss 87, Riceland ............ .. 51 928
» » Bagayet ...........0.. e 4 6

55 34

Total land in both estates...... veo o Y77 7

. . . € e ——— :
The beriz recorded as the ancient beriz at the commencement

of the Company’s Government was—
No. 36 Shist. .H. 1 5 6
ohamil,, 0 7 10

——2 3 0

Deduct kut-kootar ...... 1 0 0
* 130
No. 57 Shist. . H.1 9 3
Shamil ,, 0 6 7 *
> — 2 510

- Total on both estates.,,. 3 8 10
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It was subsequently, however, ascertained on the seizure
of‘ cerfain papers and accounts that the beriz has been under
Tippoo’s government H. 150. In Fusly 1212 Pootappah, the son

. of Appajee Shenvi, was hoozoor moonshee, and he got the two

-estates granted on -Moolputtah to his father for the recorded
arfetent beriz of H. 3-8-10, on the plea that they were small spots
of ground in the vicinity of his house, and the family has ever since
enjoyed 177 acres of fine rice land at an assessment of Rs, 15-12-0,
about As. 1-6 per acre. The rent produce is, said to vary from
800 to 1,500 Rs. per annum, and a fair and very moderate assess-
ment would be at an average of 2 Rs. per acre, or Rs. 350,

—

No. 6

. ‘ L n
Asnoti village, Seweshwar mogani, Ankola talook, Mooly
No. 10, Pandorung Dhar Shenvi, Raganath Lucthmun Shenvi,

The “ ancient assessment” previously to the Company’s rate on
this wurg is stated by the present shanbogues to have been by
report 150 Pagodus, but it was altogethier excluded from the accounts.

In Fusly 1218 it was entered in the Jummabundy accounts. as
Hosagami, or new cultiyation, and an assessment .put on . it
of H. 18.8.8, which, for some unexplained reason, but probably with
the view of still further reducing it hereafter, was divided into
H. 15 314

Shist  vevevenevaenes
3.4 10

Shamil....oovevvnn. R ’

For 21 years, or from Fusly 1213 to Fusly 1234, it pgid on}j

from 34 to 16 Hoons, and it is entered in an estimate of the Tarr?w

settlement of this talook for a fixed beriz of H. 17-9-14, or full Shlst
and 2 Shamil, It has since paid the full assessment of H. 18—8-‘8.

. This estate contains by the survey acco.u’ﬁ'f’s" aCIBSI ]9-]‘,‘ and

18 remdrkably fine land. Its present assessment is 11 -appas per

acre. It was spld in Fusly 1245, for H. 943-7-8, er??- 3,:775_. The
Sum reported to have been formerly -assessed on it vz H. 150,
| for such good land would be ‘mo-

Would be Rs, 5 per acre; which

derate and fair.
32 rum
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No. 7. ‘ .

Kudwad village, Kudwad mogani, Ankola talook, Guenie .No.'
24, granted on Moolputtah in Fusly 1225 to Ankali, a dancing-
girl in Ankola. Ancient beriz recorded at— .

ShiSt +evnvennsonnsns Ceeeen . H.5 910
Shamil w.oieneieenens couena .« » 3 710
H.9 7 4

——— 3

In the Mooli)uttfh granted by Mr. Read it is stated to contain

70 candies of rice land, and is granted at the reduced assessment of

Hoons 3.

By the Punash accounts this wurg contains acres 145-26, and
is estimated at 8 candies of land. ‘

The candy in this mogani is about equal to 1 acre. The
quantity of land was, therefore, either falsely cntered when the
Moolputtah was given, or the excess has since been appmpriated.
It is at present rented at Pagodas 100, or Rupees 400, one-half of
which, or Rs, 200, would be a moderate assessment.

o No. 8.

- Tulguddah village, Ankola mogani, Ankola talook, Mooly
No. 1, comprising the whole village entered in the name of
Nar_nappah, at present sherishtedar of the Honore talook.

Ancient assessment, Shist ...... H.1 8 9
Do. Shamil,..... ,, 9 9 6
. A
. . 528 715 -
Added in F. 1212 for Rekahnusht .
land takenin ....... cieaver 99 5 2 5 ° o
Total assessment.... H. 34 0 4 _

~This wurg at the commencement of the Company’s government
was en;eggd in the nameof Lingappah, whose son, Soobah Row, wa$
then a gomashtah in the talook, and it was transferred in 1231 to
the name of Narnappah, |

&

,13)’ Purchase. '
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- The estate was rented in Fusly 1209 (the first year of the
Company’s government) for H. 20-2-8, but the owners contrived

to reduce it for many years subsequently as low as 8 H.
.. By the survey accounts it contains— '

a2 : : Acres. g.
Riceland........coovvuv..n, 1333 2g9
Bagayet .................... 0 8
Huckle or dryland .......... 2 11
217 8

. The rice land is estimated in these accounts at 260 candies

Beejwary, ‘

In Fusly 1248 Soobah Row, who then held the office of tasil-
d'ar of Cundapoor, petitioned the Sub-Collector for a reduction of
assessrgent, and gave in an account showing the rice land to be 161
candies (or 100 less than in survey accounts), the Rewaz Hoota-

. Wully or attainable rent produce H. 53-9-8, and the Hazir Hoota-

wulily
On rice land, cultivated ............ H. 11 6 8
On Coomri cut by 21 persons . .... e o, 428
15 9 0

”»

I . R © .
n consequence of which the Sub-Collector proposed to reduce the
assessment to the amount of recorded ¢ Shist,” or to 18-8-9,
and entered the Shamil (9-9-7) as well as the additional assessment

- for merly imposed on account of Rekahnusht appropriated (6-2-5)

as Board Shifarish. This reduces the assessment to 6 annas per
acre on the rice cultivation, exclusive of Huckle and Coomri. The

returns of rent, produce have evidently been false throughout. Z‘he
Cultivation is enfered in the present year (F. 1257) at 161 acres

and the rent produce at 54 H.
9

° No. 9. e ,
* Bateolli villa ge, Sygunhully mogani, Ankola talook, Mooly No.
1 (consisting of the whole village) held now by Sayarobah Bapojee

Anéient beriz Shist:;...'. S, H 3027 13} H.309 1 11 g
- Do. Shamil ...... ,, 6314 o



252

This wurg was granted under the Becjapoor Government as
an enam to Desai Munju Bapajee to the extent of 250 Hoons,.
and was resumed by Hyder Ali. The owners, however, as admitted
by Lutchmun Naib, the representative of the old family, contrived to
keep down the beriz to about 220 Hoons, zad it continued in their
possession until Fusly 1228, when the family quarrelled amongst
themselves, the estate fell in arrears, and half of it was sold by the

Collector, and purchased by the present owner for Rs. 600. The .

other half was subsequently sold by decree of court, and purchased
by the same man for Rs. 400. The low price was owing to collusion.
The present owner, who is a wealthy soukar, also continued by a
resort to the usual means to keep down the beriz. The highest
collection up to Fusly 1244 was 230 Hoons.

The extent of land by the survey accounts is ‘

Acres. p.
Rice land 407 candies............ 372 30
Cocoanut garden land, 932 trees '

—other trees 142............ .9 32
Huckle ..... et e 7 17
Salt-pans ...... Crreiaeseienaats 34

392 33

It was nearly all cultivated even at this time,

‘In Fusly 1243 an examination was made by a monegar of the -

produce, when it was returned as follows :—
Rice land, 353 candies.

* Rewaz Hootawully or estimated rent pro- °
duce 1,490 candies. . e e, H.298 0 12°

o

Cocoanut garden, 256 trees, at § fanam per @
tree.l.'."...ll LA I I I R b1} ]2 8 0
.Othertrées.....o-o--..........-..... 9 4 Oo OO
,COOmri,&C. A R I I N O T Y ] 4 3 ]'2
, 319 2 8

Hazir Hootawully or present rent produce. ,, 227 6 10

3
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. Observe that in this return the Beejwary extent is rediced
from 407 candies (as per survey accounts) to 353, or 54 candies
less, and the number of cocoanut trees from 932 to 256, the rent

+ produce of nearly 10 acres of Bagayet being estimated at 12 Hoons.
At this time the former owners petitioned that there was great
cone¢ealment of produce, &c., and offered to take the estate at
the full beriz.

In the following ycar, Fusly 1244, an order was passed by
the Sub-Collector rejecting this offer for various reasons, stating
that from the returns of rent produce and of former collectlons the
estate_ was evidently over-assessed, and directing 89-1-11 to be
struck off as Board Shifarish, leaving the present beriz at 206
Hoons, exclusive of salt-pan beriz also remittcd according to custom.

9

This estate is near the coast, and consists of very fine land.
The ancient beriz was extremely low. A fair and moderate assess-
ment would be—

Rice land ;

Ist sort, 52 acres, at 5 Rs. per acre.... Rs. 260

2nd 2] 37 | 9 4 3 reee 9 ;452 i

3rd 9 284 3 3] cese 9y we
375 . ' 1,26‘0.,,,7,}.:53

Bagayet b 8 » veie 5 80

Hucklc }'1 ee
Coomri 1OL KNOWD  +osverunencnns T
v, Rs. 1,340
Hoons. ... 335

Note.—In a suit 1e<ra1d1nfr “this estate before tl;erel;lgfnogs
Comt an amin was sent to estimate the produce, dé;l Jeturned
it at 450 Hoons Hazir Hootawully, which is also said to

“the mark, though double the return in Fusly 1243

s

P, S.~See account of actual survey made of this estate.



- 254
No. 10.

Kyganad village, Kudrah mogani, Ankola talook,Guenie No. 7,
entered in the name of Vittobah Shenvi, father of the present
tasildar of Mangalore, consists of the entire Muzrah of Devukar.
This estate was formerly a pagoda enam, and was resumed by
Hyder. The former beriz is stated to have been Rahtee Héons
128, Hyderi Hoons 92-6, and it was collected both by Hyder and
Tippoo; but the owners were the village shanbogues, and at the
commencement of the Company’s government they entered the
beriz of the estate at 24 Hoons, notwithstanding which they kept
down the collections as low in some years as 8 Hoons.

Average collections 17 years, from Fusly 1209 to 1225, 14-6-3.
In Fusly 1246 an examination was made of the produte at the
request of the owner, who was then tasildar of the talook, and a

punchayet consisting of servants under him and his own brother was
appointed to conduct it. '

The return given by them was as follows : —
. Rice land 166 candies Beejwary.
Rewaz Hootawully 180 candies
Hazir Hootawully ....., .

%. e. making the attainable produce only slightly more than the seed
sown,

On the strength of this return an order was giyen by the Sub-
Collector in Fusly 1247, reducing the beriz (of 24 H.)7 Hoons,

which was entered as Board Shifarish, leaving the proposed per-
manent beriz 17 Hoons, which has since been colleéted.

The survey accounts show this estate to consist Acres, .

* g'
of Rice land, 147 candies................ 192 4°
Bagayet ............ v e *00 0 gg0000 LI N ] O sz 6

' 192 10

()] 4

The present cultivation is given at acres 177-10, and the mogani
bO%“? ‘states the rent paid this year by the tenants to be
1. 122-7-13, besides 10 acres of concealed cultivation.

shan
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The estate is situated in the jungles, and would only bear a
light assessment, something as fgllows :— Co

© Ist sort land, 3acres, at Rs. 2{ peracre .. Rs. 7

: 8 0

co20d 73 ., 2 .. » 146 0 0

dd o, 116 ”» 4 ,, - .. ,174 0 0
Rs. 327 8 0

or Hoons 81-8-12 besides the concealed cultivation.

In another wurg belonging to the same parties (Guenie No. 5,
Kudwad village, Kudwad mogani), but entered in the name of Doo-

, 83jee, the tasildar’s servant, and consisting of 16 acres first-rate land

assessed at 3-5. Doogajec was brought forward and a Board Shifarish
remission allowed in Fusly 1243 of 2 Hoons, under the head of
“ Deficiency of land,” leaving the beriz H. 1.5.

No. 11.

Kyganad village, Kudrah mogani, Ankola talook, Guenie No.

2, registered in the name of Mahummed Boodun, a dependant

of Murtabah Row, former nadcurnum of the mogani, a man
Ot great influence and of very intriguing character.

This wurg was uncultivated up to Fusly 1217. In 1218 f.t was
‘taken up by Murtabah Row’s father, Sedashavah Row, but in the

: flame of Mahummed Boodum. It was entered as follows :—

Transferred from Neelah Naik (no particulars of land). '

Shﬂmi] ,..a.o...o-auo ”

Shist s svveeneaneeeses P55 41;1
I veeew 18
Shamil ..... e , 6 8 0
Koolnusht waste, cultivated— |
*° Shist....... vvreieePs 6 81
2 7 L

:Pagodaé;v.. 16 3 2
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The extent of land, as per survey accounts ‘made it

1 Fusly
1231, is . :

o ‘ 'Acres.‘ g .
Rice land—Cultivated in that year ..... RS « 107 36 .

Uncultivated .o oo Feeeiieen oo 7 37" ..

Notwithstanding this large extent of cultivation the Hootawully
was in some years returned aslow as 6 Pagodas, and the collec-
tion made on this varied from 34 to 6 Pagodas.

In Fusly 1243 a demand was made for reduction of rent as

Board Shifarish and the following returns furnished :— .

Rewaz Hootawully or attainable rent produce...... Ps.12 6,0
‘Hazir do......vts Ceeeeaeaeaee creaenee s 6 0 0
“Average collections of 17 years from Fusly 1209t01225 ,, 6 6 13 =
Do. do. 15 do. 1226t0 1240 ,, 3 4 5 g
Collections in Fusly 1242 . Ve eeeaeeens ey s, 4.0 0 %
incapable |

Upon which data it was assumed that the estate was

of paying the full beriz, and a reduction of the recorded * Shamil

was- made to the amount of Ps. 4-0-13, which was (_antér‘ed_ as

«deficiency of land.”  “ “
The present beriz now paid is Ps. 12-2-5.

It is said that the ancient beriz was formerly

which was struck out of accounts as Koolnusht. The estate is situ-

. fited in a jungle partof the country, but at th& low rate of only

Rs. 1-§an acre would yield an assessment of Rs. 173, or Ts. 43:2-8

Pagodas ]00-0—0‘: .

¢

oher village, Kudrah mogani, Ankola talook, Mool)f Ne. 1,
ing: the entire village entered in the name of Sedashavah
‘nd belongs to the same man as No. 11, #iz. Murtabdh Row.

ent beriz, Shigt - ... Ps, 44 0 7

. R X . 7 7 7 .

. 51 714
! 3 M‘——-—/—"‘

957

Surveyed n Fus]y 1231. e
hlxxtent of land as per Survey— o

»Rice land—Cultivated . . .. t;cll? g”
»Unc.ulﬁvated. e 71 Z -

{

Bagayet cultivated ......... 18:;/ 136)

161 9

L —

The collections u Tusly rari :

when the owner Prodﬁctgdrzsg oo ﬁ‘m.n- 20 to 30 Pagodas,

addressed in 1798 to hi ocument purporting to be an order

been ondored b ~IS to his ancestor by an amildar stating that he had

0 redis ﬂ i)ft e Asoph, vyho had been ordered by Tippoo Sultan

of this db 1e beriz o-f' the village to Pagodas 25. Upon the strengtI;
Cand [(;Ument, which has no pretension to be a regular sunnud
the bef')ilzo 'dbclly a f’orger).r, altogether Pagodas 26-7-14 were struck oﬁ"
| Particularsd:f t ;ntel:ed in the.acc?unts as Moolputtah kumri. The
but thery o v Ce pl?_i;fent Cultlvathl.l of this estate are not known,
‘yent yeur | o‘o.mu attz}ched to it, which in Fusly.1257 (the pre-
Berig the];Z O]gl):l;lfzitgodasl QQ-_QI-S_, b?ing 4-28 ’m gggqesé of the
A l?tirely ey eregular cultivation, wblch :-§s, therefore, held

0 E No..13. B
‘ :Kfiamp Ie' of an arrangement for reducing the beriz enam estate.
@‘5 » lnnar village, Kudwad mogani, Ankola talook, Mooly No.
- TeBistered in the name of Mulloo Neel Naik.
Ancient betizp Shist.veevenevurnennens, . Ho 69 7 5

. Shamili.. . vssveeingsnesen 5 18 6 9

i ——

S_unvey extent of Jland— Ry
Rice land, 121 candies Beejwaryss:
P - “3,”“’?@’?

Bagayét containing 672:tocoats
O.ther trees 62:«' e ' .

4
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In Fusly 1243 a reduction was made by the Head Assistant .~ Remains assessment on No. 35 containing acres 46-13..
Collector of H. 28-8-14 under the following heads : — : S -~ No.82to Yessoo Timmu Naik, a relation. |
Deficiency ofland .............c....,, H.25 8 14 . ) Correct  pgiva: Rewaz. -
Carried away by river....... e, ‘3 00 . ' ' Acres.  Beejwary tered. Hootawally
39 Candies. ¢ ’ Pagodas.
and on the following data:— . 0 . " e :
Average collections of 17 years fi 12 >3 ) : ' ‘Rlce fand ... 20° % . 5400
) s rom 09 to 1225 1 40 0 ll 2 . ‘Shal'e of‘ beriz in proportion to Hootawully’ as
Do. 15 do. 1226 to 1240. 552 5
Collections in Fusly 1242 ”» 5 0 0 above . Liiiiiiieeiieees ceeese 35 7 1
.................... s O .
Rewaz Guenie Hootawully or attainable rent pro- - Deduct share of Board Shlfamh ..... e 11 OB
du.ce SEREERERRTTRRRY LR TP RR R SR 90 1 3 Remains assessment on No. 22, containing .
) viz. Rice land, 131 candies .... Ps. 8810 20acres ....eevennn D ieeesaneese.s 24 0 5
Bagayet, 55 trees, producing . : = "’
500 cocoanut ........ ,w,w 203 No. 83, alleged to be sold to Shabba Bappai—
the number of trees being diminished from 672 to 55, and the pro- . Correct . Rewaz
duce of 10 acres of Bagayet entered at H. 2-3.0. ° Acres. g. Beejwary gﬁgld:f H}gotﬂguﬂy
: . Candies. ' agodag.
'Ir{}?zu' Hootz;wull), or present produce, in 1243 H. 79-7-8. Rice land. ...92 32 agol ® 30 19
e owner, howéver, was not contented with this reduction of Share =2 6 5
of benz in proportion of Hootawully Ps. 18
his assessment, and adopted the following plan of reducing it still Deduct pro OI‘thIl)l OIf)’ Board Shifarish .... ,, 6 014
further by dividing the estate on the plea of having to give a por- prop '—
; .
lon to a relation, and having sold another portion, and by dividing o - Remains nssessment on No. 83, contammg o
the beriz on these three in unequal roportion, k! 5 7
Teri o p p ) aCreSQ.e-32 . . e e s s v o s v Tl PRPER S BEAY ] Ps Jgﬁ
The divisions and amount of assessment fixed were . as R '
follows : — The object of the owner was to retain Nos. 65 .angi ‘83 on a
No. 65, portion reta.med by himself— Aniyisheq beriz, and get rid of No. 82 with more than its fair share
,Right o .o Rewaz of‘ the beriz,
‘ Acres. g. Beoj\\'al'y e)nct é];\e?il%’s Hootawully L Th fictit and tO av01d
. Candies. Pagodas. . ed; Itocrether ctitious,
Riceland.... 33 30 61 58 32 7 0 o< Sugpi vision “and sale were 2 he assessment Of all
Bagayet 10 93 - 9 0 3 .t pi cion the owner continued to dlschar“e the ¢ the
TN, .. o o., oree eStateS,regulaxly for 12 years, but in the names Ow;:%g#
R 46 13 : 34 7 8 - 9 Palghtom they were entered as transferred, and a"ﬁ o
. ‘Tﬁ% benz fixed on this portion was not according to the eStent ! he revenue servants made no inquiry. BT % |
g o Timmu Naik 0.

I Y O .
nQI’“SI.Y 1255, however, he brought * 658 reslgnatxon of Ins o

" tender the S
mabundy, and made him Zd Assistant Collector. The. L

1a}*1d but on the Rewaz Hootawully gn en qbovc as follows :—
Bhare of gross beriz (of Pagodas 88) in the proportlon Y of i
: Bewaz Hootawully 34-7-3 to 90 . . H.34 08 i euate’ Which wag accepted by the He

E%ﬂ share of Board Shifarish . ...00v. 5 111 4 _"GISult of which was that the owner retained acres. 69-5, (md“dm

£ - ——— : vas to p&f. -

| H. 22 9 4 JH, ¢ profitable land) out of acres 8%, upo™ which he a A
94-11 out of an original beriz of 88 Pagodas. -
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This also passed at the Jummabundy of 12357 before the
Collector, but was subsequently brought to light from secret infor-
mation, when the owner acknowledged the fraud, and at once agreed
to take back the estate at the present aggregate assessment,

The chief points worthy of observation in this case are
the utter unfairness and inutility as a Government record of the
Begjwary and Hootawully accounts, and the ingenuity and perseve-
rance with which a plan for defrauding the Government is laid

and systematically pursued through a long series of years to its
final accomplishment.

If the transfer of land had been carried out through the agency

of the courts, the fraud, though detected, could not have been
remedied.

The ancient beriz on this estate was very light, the estate
being for the most part very good, and situated on the sca coast.

——

No. 14.

: Hfllg'i“ﬁvillage, Cudrah mogani, Ankola talook, Estate No. 65,
- held by Narain Hubboo, potail of the village, and formerly desai,
a man of great local influence.

This wurg at present consists of a number of separate wurgs

G joined together as follows :—

In Fusly 1209 it was entered at the
Shist ......... H. 38 8 9,

Shamil ..,.,.. | 4 8 5
—H. 43 6 14
Another wurg, Shist........ , 3 712 . .
Shamll ..... » 1 3 1
ey, D 0 13 .
blch were joined to;,ether n 1211 making wurg of ;E;—- 7 11
-E\lt__ﬂvthe former beriz is reported by those well . * e
hed to have been actually 350 Canteroy Hoons,

’»269 Hyderi Hoons.
SPfeguent additions in Fusly 1211 for Kool-

;1nv, .."“','-'-m"'.’.!!'»%';!*" 34 4 4
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ProuohtOVer...,............. ..... ....H.83 115
. Which though no such distinctions exist, for Kool- S
nusht land was divided as Shist 26-1-12,Shamil 8-2-8, R
r usly 1213, for waste land appropriated «..... » 1 9 9 .

"+ Also distinguished-as S Shist.o.vovens 119
Shamil......0 4 O L
Tusly 1215 do. do. do.. ...... s 3 7 ‘
Also distinguished as Shist..... 259

Shamil ....1 1 11
Fusly 1217 do. . do. . do. s n 0 014

Total in Fusly 1217.... » 88 510
Deduct separate from the estate «.eo 5

' 2
s Remains «.ooceveces it ieseise.. n 82 813
Fusly 1225 added on information of large
apploprlatlon of waste land ...eoeee 9

39 310

Total as the estate stood in Fusly 1242.... » 122 2 7

The collections, however, were kept down mr
above beriz by the influence of thie owner.

Average collections of 17 - years from

fi%'h* below the

1 13¢
12909 to 1226 ...evveee oo ' . H. 56
Do. do of 15 years ﬁom
1996 to 1240 «o ceeeseerreetes » 90,

Collections’in 1242, the year preceding the
recommendation for a peunanent

reductlon i ereeerearaaese :

recoms:_

The accéunt of produce in Fus]y ]2-12 on vahllcllcllefihewas w
mendation for Board Shifarish -reduction was ou

follows :— _ o, R o
_Rijce land 257 candies ..eoeenmrer it
‘Bagayet producing 300 cocoanuts ceseoe 3

Mlscellanéous ..‘:.- PP L A Ooo aee s 0' ” ,::'_,
ey
‘Hazir Hootawlilly ¢

[
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On consideration of which returnsthe Head Assistant Collector
proposed to strike off the Shamil (H, 14-5) and entered it as Board
Shifarish under the head “Deficiency of land,” leaving the proposed
assessment H. 107-7.7, '

With reference to the plea of deficiency of land, on turning to
the survey accounts, it appears recorded as follows : — '

_ Acres. g

Rice land, 318 candies »u.....vuvrs oonnn.. 300 35
Bagayet containing 147 cocoanut trees and 169

other trees ............, e e 14 15

Huckle or dry cultivation ........... ceenans .7 G

Total .... 322 16

The Becjwary extent in the account furnished to the JHead

Assistant in Fusly 1242 was reduced by 61 candies, and the attainable
rent produce of 14 acres 15 goontahs of garden land entered at 300
cocoanuts valued at H, 1-9.

& very moderate assessment on this estate, and much below
that paid by others in the same village, would be—
Rice land, 1st sort, 233 acres at Rs, 4 per acre Rs. 932
Do. 2ndsort 51 do. 3 do. ,, 155
Do.  3rdsort 16 do. 2 do. ,, 32

1,129
Bagayet 14 acres at Rs. § | Ceererieaea, s 112
Huckle, unassessed ........ . . Ceereen Rs. 1,241

or Hyderi Pagodas.... 310 2 8

Memorandum.—There is said to be a considerable quantity

- of land appropriated since the survey, besides the above.

o
©

No. 15.

Aligerry village, Ankola mogani, Ankola talook, ,Mooly No. 2,

0000, Kristna Nak.
“Ansient beriz,” Shist...... H. 14 § 14

Cemes o Shamil L., 9 B}H' 16 8 0
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In 1243 a permanent remission Qf H. 2'—0-§ was recomm'endedl
-as Board Shifarish, and on the ground of deficiency of lar{d upon

~ the following data :— | veesees.. Ho17 48
. Rewaz Hootawully ...oovee-es S .y 1620
>~ Hazir Hootawully- .. ... caasees 1200 to 1225 .. 14 5 6

"3+ Aver 1 f 17 years from
| Aybemge COl(liiCtmns zf 15 Mo, 1226101240 ,, 1417
0. )

The same estimate of produce is still retained :nt;};e ;3\]7:2:;?
. accounts, and was recorded not two 1n011tllsdagoba ! (11  Jummna-
bundy. Siace this the estate has been orderec t:,. m:te_ _of"i)t‘sv fecres
of court, aud the shanbogues callec} on fbf‘ a::) e}sl ;s ate of i v e
. according to custom. The followmg estimate

court by the same shanbogues :—

Rewaz Hwotawully .ooooceeeeeene .

Hazir Hootawully ....ooeeesereneens
being somewhat more than
annual return.

1. 37 6 1
34 0 7

”

. Survey extent. : ]Cg‘s | 255 3
Riceland ....covvveenvennes RETTEERREY 16,28
Bagayet - p
Huckle or dry land. .o coovconarreens . o 30

—
No. 16.

Illétan:'e of fraudulent Reduction of Anceent B_e:zz.k .
Codgee Byle village, Caroor mogani, SO(I);d:a dt:g:(;d, sumg_
Mooly No. | , registered in the name of Rama Hieg d-

.batgah Hegada. . b very weal
e 'These persons were former y ana .
'i‘herefs an en'try in the survey ?CCOUﬂt; -‘;]e‘.:tg;n%of:;:hg;gzt
the “4ncient beriz” on the estate was fo§m§r1?: sz e ootom
equal to Bahsudry Hoons 183-83-12. ‘In «£500000ro9=00 - year
qua., . ° the war, somg forcible "collections were mad‘?»bx
'(l}i;?)?t;’sd;gre]f from the ryots,‘?ib make up the sums payablet;ﬂtgf =
British Government by the treatys and a temporary remlssxtm, re

thy.and influ ential.
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wards allowed for this, which was permanently dedycted from the

eriz at the commencement of the British Govemment, and the'
ancient berjz then enfered as—

Shist............. veveal H. 32 g g

Shamil..... ., .~ reee 0 85 414 ’
' —_— 63 3 6.:

Added in Fusly 1225 for concealed cultivation,. 3 8 7

Hoons. .72 1 13

 at which it has stood ever since,
*

By the Survey aceounts it contajng—

Acres. g, Aeres. g
Rice land, 1st sort

.......... 45 12
Deo. 2nd sort, , . .| cevvs 1539

Deo. 3rd sort....... ... 19 93¢ o

— 80 97

Bagayet soopari garden, 36,209 trees ., 33 33

| 114 20
The estimate assessmeut to be fixed on which, made in Fusly

1985, was.. reeeen P 165 2 715

The average collections of 17 years were 69 g 14

No. 17.
Moondeki village, Hullihg] mogani,

Guenie No, g, Present owner Jeey:
potail of the il age,

Thi¢ was new cultivation ip I*usly 1223, Tt was then taken

up by Neelappa, and entered ag consisting of 13 coddos of rice land
~assessed at 7-9.3, 13 coodoos

Soopaly talook, wurg
appah, a wmlthy soukar and

v

<. 24 shahi Pice = 1 geer.

12 seers «r-o = 1 pylee. ¢

weight,
'~ 1'candy,

R

according to the village custom, ought -
“t’f’ be ¢qual to about 15 acres 94 goontahs by the f’ollowmo' ealcu)la- _

= 1 coodoo =e4g Company's seers of 84 Rs:

As it takes 1 seer to sow.] goontah, acoodogr ;;f lande::)::;f 4; -
seers would be ‘equal to 1 acre 8 goontahs re ass o
H. 7-2-3 in 15 acres 24 goontahs is Rs. 1-14 per acre: £3 7 7 -

. From I‘us]y 1223 to 1233 he only paid an ta:)v;:iie;; g
and in the following yedr was fourid by the su:’Vey S o
instéad of 15, of which 90 acres was cultivate . . th Sub i

No addition was made’ to the beriz till 12?{8 when e B
bollector added H. 7.7-13, making the beriz 15 Iy bei

UPon the false under-estunate of the Hootawu ly g

1 i
“H. 128.7-8, accordmo‘ even to this the assessment WﬁSbel"W %’ 5

‘uslies 1238 and 1239,
B w: S (;)dejg:; ;uurjno the Nugger dxsturbances ;he ;1;:1:};35 ](;f »‘
he t nanl:: };Vere burned and the land left lwatstfce1 or 3
;I(‘:on:pwete remitted—1 Hoon only belno: col; ecte . restore&
In the following year (1241) the cultlvatxongvgasa r;Jd {n 1242 &
but the Jummabundy was only raised to H. 1 | ‘
" gli i“usly 1243 the return of produce was given at H. 35 5-12 B

Iteﬂaz IIOOtaW y all(] Ilaz 1 H()()iawu y. 26 5 4‘ Upon Whl(«h
uu ’ : 111 lncreas’e t the benz
data t e ()

n]ade m

has ever since been done ders durmg
O thination of the estate made by my or
n an exa

tained to be—
the late J mmabundy the actual cultivation is ascer
e late Ju

Acres‘ fg h ‘
' 76 - ]9@* ‘“g’.‘t"’ '
) ‘ N e r e s e s sesse et
Riceland“."‘".‘."...'.. . s e v e 00 e ]8 6 E
s D I Dd s o0 00 seren SRR _.- . ,«~ ‘*A"T-’._:-
W land .. T
3 ; . . P (N : W

Ca ¢

'lﬂ the same: vxuaggw e AR

) 34 Jum;
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. LB _ S No. 19

Moogar mogam, Cundapoor talook wurg : No. 1
ame of Nurna Muﬂayah but granted in Mool«.

5 Codi vzllacre

Tepistered in the n

Puttah to Nurnappah Naik.

- OId Shist granted as enam to the VenCut ’ -

AL Ramadeo pagoda .... ceeree... P5. 90 0 O

- Of this resumed by Hyder ..50 SR

Remained as enam payable to the pagoda
40

‘Rice land, 1st sort, 10 acres at 2.8 peracre .. Rs. 25
46 . .

Do. 2ad do. 23 do. 2 do. ..,
Do. 3rd do, 44 do. 1.8 do. .., 66
9

Huckle or dry land 18 do. 0-8 do. e
. Rupees.,.. 148°
or Pagodas 36-2-8

d
LI B Y

--------

e up to Fusly 1211 .......vvvnn....
No. 18. . . Shamil ..., e erenee e, 7 1. 7
(Instance of Assessment ﬁ'aua’ulgnt{y entered under Koolnusht.) R : 97 4 7
h talook, Mooly No. 2, w At the settlement of 1209 MdJor Munro granted the estate
Tinney village, Soopah mogani, Soopah taloo ooly No. 2, L Jin Moolputtah to Nurnappah Naik on payment of Pagodas 50 ie.
registered in the name of Vencappah, desal, : . 5 the SHist which had been zupted by Hyder. The remaining Shist
oo Th1s estate is reported to have been formerly assessed Rahtee 4 - (40 Pagodas) was still payable as enam to the pagoda, makmg the A
Pagodas 200, Bahaudry Pagodas 153-8-6, but to have been reduced | Payment to which the wurgdar was liable Pagodas 90, o
at the commencement of the Company’s Government by the shan- ;= . He was to hold it on these terms tIH aregular beriz was ﬁ‘(ed
bogties to Pagodas 29-0-5, at which it now stands. . on the land. - d
The remainder of the assessment was entered under Koolnusht, inon 1n I;] usly 12ls 2;3‘2 :::dpiggti; deni::: g‘gl;g::;:neei’:@?é:m{
or assessment on deserted estates. This appears to be the case esta;yb:c:t::t;fa;able to Government makingthe beriz Pagodas 90,
" from the accounts of the village in which there is an entry :
In consequence however, asis said of the land remammg out
of 138-2-7 Koolnusht, but of which no particulars are given, and the q s e
of cultivation, the collections never rose to this. The aveag
land is not now' forthcoming ; as also from the quantity of Iand coll * he T settlement was Pa odas 50-2-8,
tion to the small beriz now paid on it, ollection of 17 yearsat the Tarrow s Pag
enJoyed in propor r p ‘ _and the Tafrow beriz was fixed in 1225 by Mr. Harris at the.
The account of land as per sur vey made in 1234 is as follows : Jen Shist (90) deducting the Shamil 7-4-7, a vaidah of 5 years
", Acres. . g. Acres. g. being given in Fusly 1229 to bring it up to this full beriz.” He paid
Rice land, Of which was cultivated in that year-146 6 = instalments for tdo years, but at the Jummabundy of Fusly 1231
Uncultivated ...... .. 94 26 e Nurnappah Naik produced the puttah given by Major Munro grant-
’ g %40 32 mghigx the “estate’ for 50 H., and as no mention appears to have
. .Huckle or dry land— ’ T g been made by thé cutcherry servarits of the 40 Pagodas which had
S Cultivated .. veoeee-- 1417 5« K sincé tha t.timé¢ been brought to accéunt, an order was entered in
e L Uncultivated, .. oo e+ 13 14 , ) thechxf, il 1’ the beriz front- 90 to 50 but addmg the ol
S —— 97 3} E B mak:ngthebengb’%:}-? (On this occasion thera:
o » - S A e - must beent collusion on ‘the part-of the cuteherry servants, who
o o ... 268 .23 'could ot faﬂ to s8¢ from the chi’ttas ‘the real state of the case.)

e
e :49%’.‘*‘
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The' reduction of H.-32.5.9 was continued up to Fusly 1243,
when it was entered as Board Shifarish, ‘
be struck off, the estate being unable to pay it.

Apparently ‘for the pur
Rewaz Hootawully, or rent
the shanbogues’ accounts as

...... treereenai,  Ps, 68 -
- And loss of produce

w2
Ps. 66

Thus'making it appear that the wurg
66 Pagodas’ rent, has to pay 57 to the Sirkar.

In Fusly 1246 the estate was ordered by me to be examined,
and the shanbogue of another village was sent for the purpose.
'I:he wurgdar objected to his examining the estate,
8ive a fair return of the produce, which was as follows §— .

Rice, cultivated, Paying agrain rent of 47 moras at 2 Rs. H. 23
. Uncu]tivated, fit to pay rent of29. C '

Bagaye§‘2,03_5 cocoanut trees at £ fanam a tree. .

——

H. 124

. L4
return given by the owner, it
th the chain, and a proper estimate

‘Not being satisfied with the
was ordered to be measured wi
made of the produce.

" The result is as below : —

" Total extent of land. . ., , et Aclf';s(.)
Deduct Parampoke. .. ..,... e 32
- Remains fit for cultivation . . . e . 138

Particulars— | ¢ =

gy MRS ICICIU IR IR . . *aq . 27
ek - Uncultivated ,, . e 9 e
a S ’ 36 % r
Bagayet’cultivated . . e e cedoen o, ‘u. 86
i - Uncultivated. i’ L T I S n- . .-._o 18

EEE TR SN PR

" The nﬁhmbér of cocoanut trees bemg
. e. beriz recommended to ' DR -

pose of covering these frauds the
produce of this estate, is entered in .

dar, while he only'obtain's
but agreed to

. 101

~ the owner, . ,
' The probable rent p;oduce‘, thei?,“

" Rice land at average of 1 Pagoda ar e |
4,101 trees at*} fanam each..cooeiseaiunenre s

[tivation .... 230

Wouid be as fbllqufs;—'é H.
oda an acre .. Ceee

Produce of land actually under cu

at fite..... -9
: : at 1| Waste, but
Add =T e Jor caltivation.LLoo. 45
S ST S T S
Total capab‘i]’ity‘ of the estgte' as relatesl to;-: v '[j234 I
cultivation . eecaceaeeeeee coeen T R
The beriz on which at } the gross produce 71
| wouldbe -------- a-v.o..:n-.»-..-.‘.Q'l;o.a'.u.
But the principal part of the vdk:g;?s i?xil&idoin
Wl{ﬁ)’ ,* the shipping port at CunQaPOO ;1 ground rent
“Vthis wurg, and he receives in addition the g rtained
of 217 hox;ées; the rent of which cannot be ascer a:l nun; D
’ but taken at the low rate of 2 Rs. per houge(}.)er,f a.. Tjos-
’Would be tee W8GE a0 .7.v. -' . " 'v:;“._‘;’:’,,’_v, .-x,, \1;""»"*66.@_9_2',‘
BR e T Total Hoons. ..+ - 3927

S

“The above pers :
“is another.small estate (No. 2) situa
It was also-ah enam land granted to
assessment was Shist PS', 30. -
Particulars :=— . 5 19 e R
S Resume%l by Hyder...... ‘ H ﬁ 12 5 SECRRRD
.~ Retnained to the pagoda T
g < upto Fusly 1212-.- - L ET T,
amll,, e !‘! s 33 ;‘3\ 0
X v:a;ge collectionslofll’Z years .“5 . .-...; g({; (.‘_'; g
: ’ ~'I;§HTOW ﬁxed at Shistoo c‘:;‘:?-,- CERO N I )

ted under similar circumstan:c‘égz
the same pagoda. Its ancien
E 4 o

o biie, which he has paibregularly ever since,

4,101, not_?,035',- as’ give'ﬂ;. by

25
905

on is-a ‘wealthy influential merchant, but there

el 3 years’ cow} 10 bring . up the estate to this full

_
X
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The particulars of the land in this estate are —

. : . ) - Acres.

Rice land, cultivated ........... - 12

Uncultivated ....... Ceeaes "1

13

Bagayet—
Cultivated ...o..vvvviniinn., 12
691 trees ..........ivi..n, , 25

and rent of 35 houses.

If the other estate paid at the same rate per acre independent
of the large amount of house-rent he would have to pay H. 165 in
place of 57. .

If he paid at the low rate of only 2 Rs. per acre for ride land
and 4 Rs. for Bagayet his rent would amount to Rs. 121, and he
would have all the house rent. ’

The points deserving of notice in relation to this wurg are, the

whole site of a town having been included in the limits of the estate
in the puttah granted by Major Munro, no doubt by the misre--

presentation of native servants, and, secondly, the manner in which

he has succeeded in keeping down the beriz, while the only other . 8

estate in the same village was assessed at the full amount,

The real key to all this appears to be that Somagah, the head

sherishtedar, was a neighbour and friend of his and helped him to

deceive the revenue officers. He has estates in ofher “parts of the

district on which he pays 1,500 Hoons, and is said to have 200

~ or 300 Hoons on these estates recommended as ** Board Shifarish. ”’
°

— [
, No. 20. ' e
(Instance of unnecessary Reduction of Assessment at the Tarrow
' Settlement.) ° v

- Hullihosoor village, Coloor Qotar mogani, Cupndapoor talook,

- Wurg. Mooly No. 1, consisting’ of the entire village, registered in
the nmye‘iof ‘Rama Mayah, and hel® ~* - ;esent by Vencup Mayah
and Krishta Magah, .. .~ R .

. M T
" Hoons 141-5.7, on the ground of its being acco

o DR
) O ~ B ) [ .
Ancient beriz, Shist .....- H. 154 Z 5 }H. 183 3 13
: : Shamil .... » 28 %

. ] he present beriz,
. This was reduced at the Tarrow settlement to the p

ding to Major

o to i to be only
Munro’s puttah, which puttah on reference to 1t appears ,

oné granted for a single year and not a «Moolputtah.

| : been
Since Fusly 1235 the Beg¢jwary extent and produce have
entered as follows :—

Rewaz
: Hootawully-
| | 1 0
Rice land, Stull moras 232 eeaeees Ps. | 1412 g _ 18 )
Bagayet, no extent recorded ....... om0 : .
- - , , 143 3. 2
) 4 127 8 12.
Hazir Hootawully sovereeevees ceene 1 o
A\.Ierage collections of 17 years.......e "

. .
. In consequence of a dispute between the landlo,rd and :;n:vne:é
s 1h"i?:h' there was a charge of forgery, the landlord’s gl:ap:ﬁe'r’éhts
:;i:;d amongst which there were old acc?lxrgx:t;?)si}:lo‘v:high fie rentt
civ tenants in the very year ;
rec‘:-ilVeS }f;‘:imbt:; entered at 127 Pagodas to be 993-1-4 exclusive
roduc ’

of all cultivations by the owners themselves.

An examination and survey of the extent of land has since been
‘ n i 1 ®
made by my erdess, and the following is the result :

. Acres. 8.
Extent of land. . 80 27

 Rice landyIst sort - oexoo00r 7777t L 112 28

” 02[1 b2 .....‘i. cesrss e’ 18 26

. L 3rd 4 serereccs ) s
© 4 , . ‘ 211 36

| . ‘ ; n-to.‘.o. 1 6
0 Bagayet..eeeeeeerenet

L3

. Cultivateﬂ‘.‘ . Vg peseeedd 1!;.‘07 132
- Uncu‘tivat I EE R
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-

There i§, best 4
q . )
, besides, the Coomr1 and waste land extend'mg f
o for

be hereafter bro
ught under 1
property by the wumdax - tivation, which is all clazmed as h1s

A fair and
mode
rate assessment on thecabove surveyed exteng o

of 1and but exclusive of the waste, would b
’ €—

Rice land, 1st
Do. sort, acres 80-27 at Rs. 4 per acre Rs. 322 12 O

bh

2nd do. 1
Do. : 1223 do. 3
g, M do 1820 do. 2 oo N
o 16 do 8 do. ., 9 40

et e

Rupees.... 807 00

_ or Pagodas.... 201 78

Upon this e
state a
Pa"Oda.s 41-8.6. permanent reduction of berlz was made of

dand . ) . [}

" No. 2(1. ‘

(I nstance of wnnecess v
ary Reduction of Bert ‘
Radoo village, Caup mogani, O £ epZ ;ztzio.’(l)'{zmg/z[o ;Sl'etthmnent) .
00 y (] 46’ o ,

registered in the name of Mudye Hegad
_‘Anc_xent assessment— o

H 51 6 4
vee ,, 14 614

4

at whmh the beriz now payable was fixed.
| xe

as b .
X an . }

. fol}owmg result obtained : —

SR Extent of land. P
tce4 land cultivated .. Acres. g.  Acres s
 hodvated | 44 14 o
RN EEE] . 2 31 O 2

Cocog:npt garden 1and..._

273

lu_P,roducé-— o : '
Rents agteed for by tenants in money and gra1

" Rice land and Bagayet censsnssenee CPs. 2202 5
Deduct— ’
", . For cocoanut trees not yet producing. 34 9 0
Uncultivated rice land .- ... 1 912

Rent profits to Mool Guenie tenants

and purchases of small spots .. 5 7 6
' 42 6 2

—

Remains net landlord s profits enjoyed by the =
Jandlord in Fusly 12570 annnsencees"" veenene Ps. 177 6 3
M

One-half as 2 Government assessment of :
110 1 2

'Pagoda522025wouldbe.. ......... PR

._’._—-—‘

No. 22.
Mangalore talook, Hari Kullah mogani,

-]

_'Mooly wurg No. 18, reglstered in the name of Jhan Beezee

This wurg is entered in the clntt

Qhiste ownwsessrsres sttt 'H

Shatml PP R A ,, 4 7 14

. . e
8 6 6

L2

and in thie Doormoty Chitta of the following year the land is

entered as ‘follows —

Beejwary Moodab- Guenie Hootnwully.
Mogur (’Muzzel) Th  eaeeveneretet” 32
Bett..J.Ci‘!... 2 ......'C.‘..!. 6 A .
s % Price, H.12-6-10. 38 moodahs of rice.

(<
C .
Add—
*  Produce of dry grains for 2nd crop— .
. Wardeed, 2 moodahs .
*Cooltee 6 moodahs cerenese 8

r———————

46

———

35 JuUM
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Bagayet, cocoanuts, productive ‘ 28
sesagrssvane 5~'

Unprod v _
Mano‘o .o .’Po UCHIVE s evveevaoe T4~

n-non.-oo.!al"‘7

In Fusly 1211 th
e
to Seth Janoonappah, m\::urg was dxvxded and a portxon transferged

Moodahs,
M [ Theapportioned . .
pogur 2 4 beriz on Whlch\ Shist .. H. 2 1 0
KR Shami l ' -

— L was . e » 1 810
3 ‘ - . - :w’ T
1eavmg as the - H 3 9 10

old wurg No. 18 excl '

Ogur . Beej. Moodahs, usive of thie g;iay et

Bett .~‘l 000?‘0-‘7‘9-5% Shist.. ..-‘..‘...‘

65—

ln 1226 a.btheTarrA R
Wse;tﬂemantG BT L IRATPY

this beriz, leaving the TaTKOW"benz e ;am RESRACNLILH.

In 1814 the wuro-d s
ar Shaw B .

of this estat eeree had mortga, '

e to one Luka Naik, yielding a net annﬁaigign: pnglt:;n
o

of 212 Rs. for 680 R
s., and a suit arose
Z}f;:z:lc;?fe before the zillah court in 18190‘;132?1;: trngction
e ore the provincial court, during th equently by
old documents were produced—- g e conrse Of Whmh

L P“fPortmg to be
an
~ petty chieftain, about 90 Vearszr;:e“t grant by the B}:nger, or

 chief .
sale deed by one Mathes Naxk to Shaw Beeree

l lle plll'(:]la e m tat d t 3 H
1 t S I y 1 5 |

~ Rupees 140.
°
o

"In these t
Razeenarmah :a‘:“iicu;ézztice;tam boundaries were stated, and a/‘j"‘
endered th
it, and dir € prOV1nc1al 4
. ected the terms of it to be enforced, whlcl‘io‘g:saipepuzld
geord- .-

i
ngﬁy c;one I;y thegudxcxal officers 1 in A, D. 183a

SCITER: B _ 1 7 8
‘nooo 1. Shamil ..‘v.'.....‘." 2 ‘g 4

] .;_ "_q -
P Wentpersou-- i
éd' thm “"0“”% OTdﬂ’ ﬂéfhns that the -

975

\ land in dispute, s W
- appeared to be Sirka
result was reported as follows :—

\
ell as some other which had been -cultivated -
r. land, and directed it to be measured. The

Lat Land.wzthm an old embankment.
Ta ' .- ' ' ' M:f)?i?k.xs. Acres. g
~Old cultwatxon ceaens cesecesan ... 114 89
" Cultivated within 6 years .occeeece ., 6 512
Prepared for rice cultivation ..... ... 2 116
Grass land under dispute fit for rice :
 cultivation  ceeeeeee Ceseeraane 5 4 6
A Back yard to house, &c . verwee 1032

Besldes 367 cocoanut and other. trees.
Outside the old embankment

———26;}-———-19 35

: Cuitwated between 3 and 10 years .. 3 227
 Waste land fit for rice cultivation ... 1} 11
G,raSS land fit for cultxvatwn ..... eee 313 7 24

e 4_--31 12

. Total in and -outside the old embank-
ment, aiid claimed on the strength
' ofthe décuments which had been _ '
ﬁledbeforethocourt 628 51 7
= s

Thus ‘atl estate originally comprising

63 moodshs had grown into one. . 624

Mr. Maltby’s decision upon this was, that
_ the land beyon

and the-tasildar was ordered to take offers for it as

theland in dispute, i.¢.
& the old embankment, was Government waste land,

Hosagami. No

ade- of the excess of land within the old embank-

menﬁomwas m

‘ment,, which was all allowed to the wurgdar. Ano

fler was made by

one Shaker Alito take the waste land on an assessment of H.25-2-8
and reported by’ the tasildar. The order was ‘that it would be
settled at the- J ummabundy, but in the meantime the grass on the

dlsputed lands should be sold on ‘public ‘account.

The wurgdar

continued to press his claim to the whole of the land before



o

: exceptlon of the grass land.

276

various offic
icers who had.charge of the division, and a variety of

‘orders we x 3 . .
. were_from time to time issued which prevented the offer of

Shaker Ali being : ¢ wh
tinfe ?:;‘IEA ;r::sl ﬂg accepted. -This lasted for 7 years, during. which.-
y was sold on Government acCOUI}t,:.,and'reiaHzed con- *

siderably ’ ¢

Septemger?:gzgl}aﬁ!,} the entire assessment ¢ the estate ; but At

sonally i“SPecte’d “tl?eReaie’ t}(lie ‘acting Sub-Collector;” agiin-per-
spot, and, a . -l, e Rt

the old documents above mentiong)dp.a;:gg&i?ltk reference ﬁgly to

1 5 . i -
and to belong to the wurgdar, and wrote to the Cotiedtorsey

this, 3 4
and requesting that all the money which has been realize

ariing

Svr; Swgich' ;he whole claim fested. ‘A partictlat report of his reasons
, therefore, called for,'which was’ never fiittiished o"winé to his
. e R . .- K

transfer to another division’

R g

P A b e

that tllnetile feantim.e, notwithstanding the decision of Mr. Maltby ,
- s:) 1da;zest portion of the. la.nc_l was Government land, the estate ¥
a wealthy Christian merchant in Mangalore, Juan

Salv
alvador Coelho, for Rupees 2,300, and the sale deed'registered in

th . ‘, 4 “.;, e . .
e comt. 1 e deed - he wholoof choland i e ST,
Guin aste fand, bose, &, aceording to the provincial courbs

, i§ named, with the exceptionsof 2 moodahs left for the siP” -

pqﬁ of a female relation of the former wurgdar

r

it. The wurgdar rejoined by teferritty to the decree of the !

eptic ys the :‘E_V_hqléfpf the land, with

L .

.\v \ AQ

estmad 5i 28 P g dn

. eX ik 48 Pagodas by the shanbogue, '

it was merkdawad tn 1 y .the;ﬁl_{i,anbogue, which is.clearl false, 38
| et 10, 1814 for 53 Hoony yearly ; and the shanbogl”

o

the whole vof the

i . !\ .
:g:tg}‘;ass might be refunded. This was Obmte&w on the oind
that he ought notto bave upseh the decson of'4 formit SubiCol.

, and upon the suspicious ‘appéarante ‘of the old documents

transfefl(‘):dtr: Eur chaser applying to the tasildar to have the wurg
transferred to his name the tasildar referred him to V7 Maltby’s
" it. The ring alarge portion of the Jand claimed ot to belong 0
and rei ‘ \ ¥ coui'tw""
- and reiterated his demand. The case is still under disputer afd in_

. the 1t 1 A
-the meantime the purchaser enjo the..

t produce of the land already “under cultivation 35

77

notwithstanding that the estate has been the subject of inquiry for
the last 12 years, has recently, on being called on for a statement,
omitted 10 per cent. of the land, the capabilities of which he esti-
mates at 95 Hoons, . They are probably, therefore, much greater.

‘.- And now, with reference to the documents upon Wwhich the

acceptance of the Razeenamah by the provincial court was founded
and by which Jand more than eight times the original extent of

'the holding was made over to the claimant, it appears on examina-

+

that the first igonly a pretended copy of a Mookuttah granting

lagl% to a certain pagoda in the village of Poracood%, whereas the
_land in.question is.in the village of Bunger Koloor, an

by s Moplah, Shaw Beeree, who purchased the Jand from a native
. Christian, Mathes Naik, who produced it as a grant to himself. No

was produced

one appears to have inquired whether the Bunger had any authority
t, mate such a grant, or how, if he had land granted to a pagoda, it
could ‘have come into the possession of a Native Christian, or how
a document referring to land in one village could prove any right to
land in another village. The provincial court appears to have
newly looked to the Razeenamah tendered by the parties, d
confirmed it. The revenue Juthorities were not consulted, not, if
they had been, is if, probable that there would have been any differ-
éat result under the lax system which has always prevailed . in
Canara, where there are no_rates of assessment, nor any public
record of the extent of each inan’s holding. ’
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