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PonpicHERRY, Tih January 1785,

My Lorp AND GENTLEMEN,

Berore I embark for Europe, allow me to express my best acknow-
ledgments for the approbation with which you have distinguished me
since I have had the honor to command the troops and garrisons south
of the Coleroon. Permit me, farther, to obtrude on your Lordship
and the Board, a brief relation of my proceedings in command of the
Southern Forces, and of other particulars material to the welfare of
your Southern Territories. Independently of an impulse to specify
my. conduot while entrusted with a public charge, I cannot think of
leaving India without presenting to you, in one view, the merits of the
Southern Army, the difficulties under which it laboured, and the ser-
vices it has performed. At the same time I flatter myself that the
circumstances under which I acted, enable me to form an unbiassed
statement of resources in those countries as they exist, of embarrass-
ments as they have been felt, and of transactions as they have been
conducted, in hopes that by speedy measures of reform, that which is
benefioial may be improved, and that which is amiss may be corrected.
Before I enter upon the narrative of proceedings that occurred
during my command, I must call your attention to the local history
of those countries, to the previous misfortunes that had almost entirely
exhausted the resources, and ruined the inhabitants of every district
south of the Coleroon. Your possessions in thét quarter are of suffi-
cient magnitude and value to call fofth, g¥tir miost Wgorous endeavours
Xor their protection ; but such was hexn;1 condikion when you assumed
“the Government, that, without yo®r ?%wrtune atbentmn they must
1nevitably have been severed from the Bnglish dominions.
In my opinion, those territories had not obtained their due share
of estimation. Divided into various distriots, held by different tenures,
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and occupied by tribes at varianco with cach other, many parts of
them remained uncultivated and almost unexplored until the assign-
ment* of the Nabob of Arcot’s revenues to the Company, invested
you with the internal mauagement of those countries. Precoding that
period it was impracticable for the most enlightened of your servants
to form a just appreciation of the bencfits they afford.

From the river Coleroon, their northern boundary, which divides
them from the Nabobship of Aroot, to Cape Comorin, the southern
extremity of the Peninsula, is not less than three huudred miles, and
from the sea, which forms their limits on the east, to the countries of
Caroor and Dindigul, belonging to Tippoo Sultaun, and to the Rejah-
ship of Travancore upon the west is, on an average, at least one hundred
and fifty miles. Immemorial mismanagement and late disgster have
hitherto rendered those countries unproductive, but under a system
in any degreo equitable, they would undoubtedly yield an annual
revenue of one million sterling.

Of these, the Rajahship of Tanjore is the most fertile.+ It is
watered by a multiplicity of strenms, which, by means of tanks and
embankments, are diverted into overy fleld. It annually affords two
or three luxuriant crops of rice ; tho country is overstocked with sheep
and cattle; the forests abound with valuable trecs; and it formerly
teemed with an industrious race, export in agrioulture and habituated
to manufacture. Such are the natural benefits enjoyed by this territory,
that no spot upon the globe is superior in productions for the use of
man. You are well apprized, however, that from the establishment of
the reigning family of the Mahratta race, in 1675, to the present period,
there has been such a progressive diminution of cultivation, that the
annual produce of late years is less by fifty por cent. than it was a

century ago. As Europeans nevoer interfored in the management of that’

country, and as it las been scldom ravaged or invaded, its decline
must be attributed to the malversation of its Mahratte or Gentoo
administration. DBul even in its deterioraled state it used to
produce, before the late war, about seventy-five lakhs of cullums
of rice, worth about eleven lakhs of Pagodas, or £440,000 sterling:

* The assigument was concluded in the end of the year 1762, between Mabomed Ally
and Lord Macartney’s Government ; previously to that arraugement the Company’s servaats
were not al.lowed to interfere in the territorial affuirs of the Nabeb.

+ The country of Tanjore contaiged 5,753 town: aud villages at the timo when the
Muliratta Government iras catablished.

)
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~ of this £160,000 was paid as tribute for your protection, agrecably to

the stipulation of 17'76, after the last siege of Tanjore, when the Rajah
became a tributary of the Company. The difficulties that occurred in
reducing that capital,* the strength of the works, and obstinacy of the
defenders, evince its importance in & military view; neither do the
inferior forts and the rivers, rice-fislds, and embankments that inter-
sect the country, afford less eminent advantages in moments of invasion.

The state of Trichinopoly, extending from the western limits of
Tanjore along the Coleroon, which divides it from the Carnatic on the
north, till it reaches Tippoo’s dominions on the west, near Caroor and
Dindigul, including a range of fifty miles by forty, is circumscribed on
the south by the country of Tondiman, and by the woods of Nattam,
inhabited by Collieries. Though less valuable than the country of
Tanjore, the vicinity of the Coleroon still renders it extremely produc-
tive of rice. Under the Nabob Mahomed Ally’s management the ex-
penses of collection absorbed the quarter part of the revenue, which is
at present let to a renter, under the assignment of the Nabob’s re-
venues to the Company, for about ten lakhs of rupees. Yet, in pros-
perous times, it possesses the means of extended cultivation, and con-
sequent inorease of revenue. The size and situation of the city, the
abundanoce of subsistonce in the district, and the long residence of the
Nabob Mahomed Ally’s second son, the Ameer-ul-Omrah, at that place,
have rendered it the favourite establishment of the Musselmen to the
southward of the Coleroon. The two great Pagodas of Jumbakistna
and Seringham, on the adjacent island of Seringham, command the
veneration of Gentoos; while every spot on that island, on the oppo-
gite or northern side of the Colercon, about Semicaveram and Voloon-
dah, as well as on the plains of Trichinopoly, are renowned for the
bloody contests of Chunda Sahjb with Clive and Lawrence, and mark
with classical reverence the scene of those achievements, But above
all, it becomes important in a political and military view, as the strong-
est and most advanced garrison upon your frontiers towards the ter-
ritories of Mysore, and the best position for cantoning your army in
order to menace that power.

The country of the Collieries, including the territories of Ton-
diman, Mellore, and Nattam, extends from the sea-coust to the confines
of Madura, in a range of sixty miles by sixty-five. With the, excep-
tion of some spots, which have accidentally been cultivated, it is

* Tanjore was supposed to contain 100,000 inhabitants previously to the destruc-
tion that followed Hyder's irruption, ; :
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;):::frrom w11)th thickets, and inhabited by savage tribes. Before that
o 1}1'01((:;:1 0 rfmdered valuable, the woods must be cleared, the
bred agto hao:;u{nc;d, .an.d the Collieries compelled to relinquish their
D i gm ! dsEh or in 1ts' presc?nt ocondition, fertile tracts are lost to
o H; nd the wild 1nh§b1tant3, amounting to thirty or forty
o L men in ur.ms, under different Chiofs, are ever ready to inorease
] p;“;hot danger in moments of hostility.
o territory of Shevigunga, or the Little Mara
:xl‘;mwth: sea-coast on the east to the districts of Mellore u:;riz‘[:fir::z}:e;
Iieriesei \ oingh from hthe country .of T.[‘ondiman and the Nattam Col-
o 00}; " o north, to the t.em?ones of the Great Marawar on the
outh oon aining ab<.>ut ﬁft).r miles in length and forty miles in breadth,
e soil, in general, is unfriendly to the growth of corn, though
qult? destitute of running streams or artificial reservoirs l’)ut th; o nOt
try is overgrown with thorns and bushes. The wooc’ls of Cn.li(::m'll-
nearly forty miles in ciroumference, are secured with barriers and tl(;l :
;1;:'9:1}:391 a:;)und dthe forf1 of Calicoil, which is situated in the cont(:-o 2;
ickots, and considered as a refuge fi i i i
These woods and the surrounding countfy a{)(:\]:n; xvt:;:ttilxoshzz m"‘:wn-
tle; ‘the inha..bitants are numerous, and can bring twelve I;l?:us:ztl-
fighting men into the field, armed with swords, pikes, spears, and fire
locks. Though less barbarous than the Colljories t’heir nc;i hbour: -
yet arts .n.nd industry have made little progress ;monn' thei 'l‘ls’
country is capable of great improvement, but at presen: hardly‘ yieh;z
;nore than five lakhs of Rupees to the Rajah, who pays 1,75,000 Rupees
o the Nabob of Arcot. The Rajah is of the Taver family, and a de-
scendant of the sovereigns of the Gireat Marawar, from wl,xioh Shevi-
f}lzi:gt: w:: sepz.zrated at no very distant period. At the reduction of
! kﬁ dry,.m %773, by Gen.eml Joseph Smith, the Rajah having
een killed, his widow, then with child, and somse of the leading peo-
ple of the country., esoaped to the Mysore dominions, and there lived
under the protection of Hyder Ally, until tho commencement of tho
late war. .Dur.ing that period the country was managed by a ronter
an(.l In quiet times the people acknowledged themselves to be tribu-,
taries of the Nabob Mahomed Ally; but while their woods and b
riers are suffered to remain, their disaffection moy be dreaded ¢ :]i
first prospect of their profiting by disturbance. s
. 'ljhe Great Marawar, or Rajah of Ramnad, occupies s country it
miles in Jength, by thirty miles in breadth, extending from the bouny-‘

J

daries of Shevigunga and Mellore upon the north, to the sea upon

the east and south, and to the confines of Tinnevelly on the west.

Nature has been little more propitious to this principality than to that

of Shevigunga, yet arts and industry have made superior progress.

The country is well peopled, the inhabitants civilized, the villages are

full of weavers, who manufacture the cottons produced by the adjacent
lands. The city of Ramnad, where the Rajah usually resides, islarge
and respectably fortified. The sea-coast is skirted with a track of open
wood-land that shelters innumerable herds of cattle. The revenuesare
equal to five lakhs of rupees a year, and the tribute to the Nabob is
1,75,000 Rupees. The reduction of the country, in the year 1773, by
General Joseph Smith, and a garrison of the Nabob’s troops constantly
stationed in the capital, have deprived the Native Prince even of
personal freedom, 'He is still, however, venerated by Gentoos on
account of his high descent, and as the guardian of the sacred waters
and Pagoda of Ramisseram.

T come now to the state of Madura, bounded by Mellore on the
cast, by the Nattam Collieries on the north, by the country of Dindigul,
belonging to Hyder, on the west, and by Tinnevelly on the south. Its
territory is not more than forty-five miles in length and thirty-five
miles in breadth, and its annual revenue is diminished to £34,000.

When the Gentoo Rajah, Trimul Naique, reigned there in the last
century, his territories extended over many parts of the southern
countries. His treasures were great, and he has left monuments of
magnificence hardly surpassed in any age or country. These proud
buildings still remain, a melancholy contrast with present poverty and
depopulation. 'The gallant resistance made by Mahomed Issof, when
he disclaimed allegiance to the Nabob, proves that if the works were
repaired, this place might be defended againgt the most powerful
Indian enemy ; while its vicinity to the country of Dindigul, belong-
ing to Tippoo Sultaun, renders it a position of capital importance in
the event of operations against that power.

The last, but not the least considerable of your gouthern territories
is Tinnevelly. It is a hundred and fifteen miles in length and seventy
milos in breadth. A ridge of inaccessible mountains divides it on the
north from the wild valleys of Watrap and Qutumpollam, belonging to
Tippoo Sultaun, Itstretches to the confines of Madura and Ramnad on
the north-east and east, reaches to the sea upon the south, and borders
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o‘n the west }Vlth the Rajahship of 1'ravancore, both terminating nea
‘(Jape Comorin. Nature has been bountiful to this province. Its surfao
is generally flat, from the sea-coast, till it approaches the mountains or
its no'rthern boundary. Tho rivers by which it is intersected ensur
Juxuriant crops of rice, and the driest parts yield cotton in abundance
The productions of the neighbouring island of Ceylon would flourist
here, and thus render us the rivals of the Dutch in the cinnamon
trade ; but the peouliar tenure under which the country has been held,
_ the c(.)uvulsions it has endured from the first intrusions of the Mussel-
men in the course of this century, and the depravity of its rulers, have
counteracted the benefits of naturo. ’
Even when a Native Rajali governed Tinmnevelly, the flat and open
country only was reduced. This was let for specific sums to great
renters, who were invested with despotio powers,and harassed the peace.
ful subjects ; while various leaders, who possessed considerable territory,
maintained armed forees, and withheld their stipulated tribute on th(;
first appearance of disturbanco. These Chiefs, as well as their subjeots
are called Polygars ; théy amount, at present, to thirty-two, oapabl;
of bringing thirty thousand brave, though undisciplined, troops into

the field. They have also fortifiel towns and strongholds in the
mountains, whither they retire in cases of emergency.

Besides the territory that these Polygars possess under the range
of hills that form tho northern boundary of Tinuevelly, many of them
hold ample tracts in the flat and cultivated country. Adverse to indus-
try, they suffor their own possessions to remain waste, while they invade
cach other, and plunder their industrious neighbours. S .oh is the dread
of these ravagers, that every distriot in the province has been forced to
purchasc their forbearance by enormous contributions. In this situa-
tion you have rathor causo to wonder that your Superintendent, Mr
Irwin, shtolrld l:}::v: been enabled to procure so large an inoreoise o.f
revenue, than that its pro i ;
any proportion to its n?\tuil;feafll\)'zl:llt(}lgez.no rocorded poriod, havo borno
I havo thus traced some hasty outlines of the Company’s posses-
sions south of the Coleroon. Iu extent they are nearly equal to tl;e
.Carnatic ; but in point of soil, water, situation, and capability of
improvement, t%xeiy surpass any district under your control. ¢
The calamities with which the invasion of Hyder Ally, in 1781
overwhelmed the Carnatic, fell heavily upon the southern ’ tri ,
No sooner had thoe multitudes under that ravager poured d::l;n fi::)erz

-

]

the mountains of Mysore, than desolation extended across the Culeroon.
Thousands of his plunderers overran the countries of Kivelore, Tanjore,
Trichinopoly,and Madura. The ground was at that time covered with
the most luguriant crops, which were instantly swept off, and every
water-dyke and embankment was destroyed. The inhabitants who
escaped the sword sought sholter in the forts, where they added misery
to distress, and perished in the streets. The whole country, laid waste
by fire and sword, exhibited the sad realitv of a general conflagration.

. At length Hyder, having left nothine to destrov in the Carnatic,
and regardless of our force, which, from the time ot Colonel Baillie’s
defeat, had never ventured from its encampment near Madras, resolved
to lead in person his victorious armv to tie southward. After
remaining some weeks encamped within random shot of Tanjore, he
proceeded to invest Trichinopoly, ar threatened to fill up the ditch
with his Moormen’s slippers. The repeated checks sustained by the
Company’s troops in that quarter, the corps that Hyder had cut off,
and the forts he had reduced, spread a general consternation. The
important and defenceless garrison of Triohinopol.y seomed reaq;
to surrender, and in that event, the southern countries must have
fallen before him, had not the repulse of Sir Evre Coote’s army
against Chilumbrum elated Hyder with the hopes of defeating the
only force that could endaneer his conquést. This 1nduced him to
renounce more solid, though less brilliant prospects, and to fight the'
battle of the 1st July 1781, at Porto Novo.

Notwithstanding his ill-success in that engagement, and his per-
gonal ¢bsence from the southward, our affairs in that quarter still remain-
ed in great contusion. The Wanjore ocountry was ocoupied by the
ecnemy,* who seoured its crops and cattle, repulsed the Company’s
troops' at Tricatapooly, Patticottah, Trivellore, and confined them
within the fort of Tanjore. There, the granaries were empty, the
Rajoh’s subjects disaffected, and he himself accused of negotiating
with Hyder, and of introducing arms clandestiely into his palace.
He likewise suffered the whole crops of his country to be collected by
the enemy, while he resisted every solicitation to till ‘his magazines and
provide for impending events.

The defeat of Colonel Braithwaite in February 1782. and the loss
of his detachment, would have proved a deadly blow but for the

* The fort and city of Tanjore only cxcepted.
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ac;i:e alf)ilitics and conoiliating manners of Mr. Sulivan, to whom the
safety of Tanjore and of all the southcrn' 1 : i
ascribed.. The subsequent capture of his sc:(:::[;ts?:: vgslotiloinli] e
pr.ocecdmg to the southward from the presidency wi,th nilitar eap.
ph?s, afldod extremely to the distress and embarrassment ex y supd.
at‘ Tanjore. In tho wrovinces south of Tanjore and Trichiug) egllen:;
Pr,ospcct was not less alarming. 1'ho (}r;:ut Marawar cour?try, .
m’fest.od by :T,hust ov-rebels under Maupely Taver, a rolation Zf ‘:lt::
reigning family. whe ~v.ovan tho territory, occupied its best positions
and for many month~ - ~ied the garrison of Ramnad. ! -
The Little Mur. «.r country was controlled by Perria and Chinna
Moordeen, who, after the murder of the late Rajah, in 1773, fled to
H'yder for protection, and rotussseag at the time of his invasion, wain-
tsumcd tl.m country under. his ®Mhority, keeping the infant l’hj&h a
Nt:}t)z 1frlsoner, and ravaging tho tor;itories of the Company and the
The ‘(h?tmcts of Madura, Mellore, and Pallemory were so harassed
4h Collieries, Polygars, and the enemy, that your troops and subjects
wore often attacked within range of the forts, and tho sentries fired at
on the worka. Al the Polygars of Tinnevelly were in rebellion, and
closely contr with the Dutoch Government at Colombo, from
whence attempts were meditated, in conjunction with them uné with
Maupely Taver, to reduce those cour: .-« and the Marawar dominions.”
Near one hundred thousand Polygms and Coluoras wore in -urxrfé
throughout the .-..thern provinces, and being eommdered hostile wa
Gov'ernment, looked to publio confusion as thar saarfuard a .
punishment.  Your southern fore muina.do-quum W ra,:ess thos?m"'
rages and to retrieve your affx , . sne treasury was drained ";}"
cour}try fiopopulated, the revenues exacted by the cnemy, th et,' N
undisciplined, i!l-paid, paorly fed, and unsucoessfully oom);z’m.nc.;edl o
. The coml.)hcuted (remwre. arising from this situation of your n..ﬁ‘air
mduoed: you, in Septomser - .M, to send a reinforcesw- ut of Euro ;
and artillery to the soutwm-r under the command of Colonel £°a115 ‘
and you were [nd s hops. v this detachment, reinforced b a:}f’
troops to be coMectes trom ewyry quarter of the south, mi htyh .
matenfdly pfumatitdie views of Colonel Humberstone th,eu atg P iy
T’VQP‘mDS . !‘"‘"“f’d against Palghautcherry, and t; penotr ? m.at;l,
,:‘o::nbatoro,-awurc.hng to the plan suggested by Mr. Sulivan . mg
% v vour Lordship and the Board, and afterwards carried 1’n:tl£ I;;‘zl-
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But from a vaviety of circumstances, it happened that :
re confined to the reduction of Caroor, ,
Aravarcoorchy, and Dindigul. Being limited in his movements to
hoso distriots of the ememy and to the track between Negapatam,
[anjore, and Trichinopoly, the southern countries continued nearly in
heir former state of desolation. Many as tho representations were
hat reached your Board on this subject, it would have been desirable
in person, to have beheld the miserics enduved, the malversa-
of your subjects under unsupportable

ion by myself.
he operations of Colonel Lang we

{or you,
tions committed, and the patience
grievances.

The ravages of the cnemy were by
{hat those districts sustained. There wore inherent and increasing
Tho husbandmen wore killed or driven off, the’

no means the greatest evils

causes of decline.
cattle booame wild, cultivation was negiected, and the fields desolate ;
yet over this wilderness the Renter, the Amildar, the Monegar, the
"Tahsildar, and all the instrumonts of public exaction, tyrannized with
unabating rigour. The forts, excepting Tanjore, were neglected and
decaying; the military stores had been iu o great measure expended
or embezzled ; and those that now romained were ill-constructed and
worse arranged ; the Military Storekeepers, Grainkeepers, Paymasters,
and Commissaries, belonging to the Civil Service, were habituated to

disavow any controlling power in the Comiandant of the place, nor

were the exhortations and example of Mr. Sulivan sufficient to correct
o ovil, 1o wisorder arose in those departments. The eivil and
. nlitary, the~King's and Company’s officers, were at variance. The
subjeots of the Nabob were loud in their complaints against Europeans ;
wltile the Tanjoreaus extended their aversion to all classes of our coun-
trymen. The large arreais due to the troops, and other grievances,
rondered it impracticable for officers to maintain discipline in their
corps; as it required the utmost efforts to prevent mutiny among men,
Jwho, drave and faithful as they undoubtedly were, oould hardly be
blamed for clamour aud complaint when reduced to procure subsistence
by selling their own children !

The discordant powers of the Civil Servants in the different
departments increased the evils already enumerated. Such was the
measure of those evils, that the ablest persons despaired of retrieving
your affairs, nor was it held practicable to maintain the southern army
in the field, dispirited by defeat and destitute of resources.

Some preceding incidents, however, proved the insufficienay of

o

P
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that defensive systom under which the Carnatic war had beon conduct-
ed, and indicated offensive operations as the only means of future
prosperity. On this principle Colonel Ilumberstone had acted on the
Malabar Coast. He obliged Tippoo Saib to march across the Penin-
sula, and to retive, with loss, from the engagement in November 1782,
at Paniani.  Tho subsequent success of Goneral Mathews against
Mangalore, Beddanore,and the principal forts of the wlj

aceut countries,

still farther ovineed tho wisdom of Mr. Sulivan's opinions and of Colonel

Iumberstone’s operations. Tippoo was foreed to march from Arcot to
Beddanore ; his father’s deatl, in December 17821

1aving made him
-cross the Peninsula from Paniani to Areot.

This cveant rolioved tho
Carnatic, and was tho first cireumstanee during the war that gave a

turn to our affairs, for tho movemonts and counfer-movemonts of tho
Carnatic army, and even the repeated dofeats sustained by Hyder, had
proved of littlo ultimafe avail in the decision of tho contest.
Fortunately for the English intorests, your Twrdship and the
Board resolved, at this crisis, to direct the southern troops to mako
overy effort against the enemy.  The first ohjoct of my command was
to augment our fiold forco by battalions from Tanjore, Trichinopoly,
and Tinnevelly. The zoalous support of Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Lrwin
spoedily cnabled mo to equip the army and to prosecuto offensive
operations. -

The high sense I entortained of tho treaty formed by Mr. Sulivan,
under your Government, for tho restoration of the ancient Gentoo
family of Mysore, formerly doposed and still confined by lyder, was
only equalled by wmy attachment to the system of conctlinling all
classes of tho natives. This was congenial with the spirit of Mr. Suli-
van’s negotiations, and was requisito to givo offoct to his cnlightonod,
views. In support of theso ideas, the abilitics and influcnco of the
Brahmins rendered it essential to treat them with particular indul-
gence; and by similar indulgence the numerous Polygars of Dindigul
were reconciled to our interests, as the supplics derived from thoge
possessions, while under our government, have fully ovinced.

The dependents of His Highness the Nabob felt themsolyos
oxtremely humbled by the assignment of his territory to the Company ;
for eligible and indispensable as this measure appearcd on principles of
public necessity, yet it could not fail to deprive hig adherents of
their power and situation. As far as depended upon me, I endeavour-
cd to convinco them all that their wants should be rolieved, thoir °

i

rights protected, and their consequence maintained. Th.iy were
pleased to credit my declarations, and by these weans we restrained the
dissatisfaction of the inhabitants and native soldiers, who. are warmly
attached to the Nabob, and were ready to b.ur:st forth in the .most
alarming disorders. I acted on the same princq)le.tm.;va.l'ds tl.le BaJah of
Tanjore and the other Chiefs whose countrics fel.lw1th1n the l1fmts (})f lely
command, conscious that unbiassed justice and liberal C.OIICGSS.].OD. should
direct our conduct towards all Native P'rinces and.thelr Bubjee{':s.

My next endeavour was, in conjunction with M.r. Sulivan, t-o
unite all descriptions of men in cordial exertions to retnev'e the Pubhc
interests, and to inure the troops to discipline and enterprize, without
which they neither could be subsisted, nor could we hope for any repu-
table termination of our ill-fated contest. That tl?ese attempts lgave
not proved entirely unproductive of important public benfaﬁts, has eellg
repeatedly testified by your Board, in terms most ﬂa.tt.ern'lg to mysedj;

By the 25th of May the army marched from Dindigul towar {
Daraporam, which felltous on the 2ud of J une. That valual?le place
affords amplo supplies of grain and cattle, is capable of T:onsuierable
defence, and is far advanced in the encmy’s country, being equally
distant from the two coasts. The position of an army there would
always be of eminent advantage, but it was more peculiarly so tW]]zen
we reduced it, because Tippoo Sultaun had recovered Bed('ia,nore, a;l en
General Mathews prisoner, and invested. Mangalore. ' The sout. ern
army was not in sufficient strength to think of marching to Sermga.;.
patam, and was so far from being able to oppose tl.me whole powe‘r 0
Tippoo Sultaun, that we could not even z‘Lfford to garrison Darapoor aéjl’
and were obliged to destroy the fortifications. Yot we ¥mght AssUre z
have reduced the rich tract that lies below the mountains .of Myso.re, ,‘
which would probably have forced Tippoo Sul_taun to 1'alse.;h% gmgg
of Mangalore, and march his main body against us; olr 1 bx[i)smd
had persisted agaiust Mangalore, we should have amp }:1 sfu 8 ted
the army, have reduced a valuable territory, and prepared for m

important conquests. ‘ o
o General Stuart’st order of the 28th May, to join him with the

. b fror V ol i b"""d(z; from the bottom ,
. from Caroor to Coimbatore, and in e
£ ﬂ: Ehx'tlfu(é:;] ghlencls:f{i;xtlgs olf Madura and 'lfrichinnl)o’ly, a couniry B«Pouudlug l“he:l: !(?;3
of ef 1 sd rction for the support of armies, and which may be considered as a ¢ :F of ‘
s o.ngszstabmhed by Tippoo Sultaun for the invasion of the suu*jhern,Pro‘gnc e,a,n
fllltg:f!lno manner as the Barmaul country may be considexed ag afferding bim the 1cans
of invasion on the east,

+ Vide letter to General Stuart of 10th June 1783,
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utmost expedition at Cuddalore, obliged me to relinquish those advan-
tages. You were pleased to think fuvourably of my precautions for
the dofence of Dindigul, which I garrisoned with the 6th Carnatio
Battalion and a body of the Nubob’s Independents. T likowiso threw
in some heavy guns and military stores, and directed that grain might
be collected, wood prepared, and every effort made to cnsuro a desper-

- ate resistance. In obedience to your orders respeeting the domolition
of Caroor, mincs wero prepared and tho works blown up. My instruc-
tions to the Southern Commandants respecting tho distribution of their
troops and proparatious for dofeney, likowiso received your commen-
dation.

On our arrival at Trichinopoly, in Juno, the troops were supplied
with grain, the gun carringes repaired, outtle cofleoted for the army at
Cuddalore, and boats propared for crossing the Cauvery and Coleroon,
which, with two intormediate streams, were then uunfordable. At
Munsurpet, on tho northern bank of the Coleroon, 1 experienced one
of thuse perploxing situations which too frequently occur in Indian
servico. Gencral Stuart’s orders were to march without delay to
Cuddalore : the injunctions of your Board wero no less pointed to
re-cross the river and coutinuo to tho southward; but intelligonce that
Suffrein’s squadron had anchored at Cuddalore, that a disembarkation
of many thousand mon was intended, and the Isnglish army harassed
with the duty of the tronchos, impelled me to hazard personal respon-
sibility, and march towards Genoral Stuart, for | was conscious that
your intentions woro directed to the public safoty, which could have no
existence if General Stuart’s army was dofcatod.  Colonel IForbes, who
remained in comwmand of the southern provinocos, inspired overy one
around him with a full reliance on his zeal and military talents ; and
I shall ever gratefully acknowledge, that on the first commnuication
of those procecdings, you wero pleased to honowr me with your
approbation.

Upon my arrival within three foroed marches of Generul Stuart’s
camp, a cessation of hostilities with the French was announced, and I
returned towards the south. The same despatohes intimated Greneral
Stuart’s suspension, and that General Bruce commanded the Caruatio
army. I wrote to Geueral® Bruce, offering to meke an unexpected
movement against the Fort of Salem, which secures the most impor-
tant pass from the Carnatio into Mysore, and contained many months’
Provisions for an army, adding, that nothing would be requisite on the
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part of Genoral Bruce, but to send a force sufficient to garrison the
place, until he could move thither with the troops from Cud'dulore. The
General finding it necessary to reject this proposal, I left him .to stn.xg-
glo with his difficulties, and proceeded to Munsurpet. 1\"[y intention
was to move next day by Toriore, to restore your trlbutr.u*y, the
Rheddey, to his paternal inheritance, and to advance agiuusb the t
forts and magazines of Settemungalum, Namcul, and bunkel.'ryl-
durgum on the north of the Coleroon, from thence to cross the river
and besiege Erode, with a view of establishing a s'troug garrison at that
place, and in order to prepare supplies for moving, when ?uﬁiexenﬂy
reinforced, against Seringapatam. But these exp.ectatlons were
disappointed by your intimation of an armistice with Tippoo Sult.a:un.
During tho course of these proceedings, your southern. provinces
remained in their former confusion. The Polygars, Collieries, and
other tributaries, ever since the commencement of the war, had thrown
off all appearance of allegiance. No ecivil arrangement could be
attempted without a military force, and nothing less than the whole
army seemed adequato to their reduction. While such a considerable
portion of the southeru provinces remained in deflance of the Com-
pany’s Government, it was vain to think of supporting the current
charges of the establishmoent, far less could we hope to reduce the
arrcars, and to prepare for important operations, in the probable event
of a re-commencement of hostilities. It became indispensable, there-
fore, to restore the tranquillity of those provinces by vigorous military
measures, as the only means to render them productive of revenue. .
You had been p]gased to reinforce us with five hundred Europeans
and two battalions of sepoys under Colonel Stuart immediately after
the siege of Cuddalore ; another detachment of equal strength marched
towards us under Colonel Elphinstone. I meant to have joined those
corps at Dindigul, in order to act against Tippoo, in case he should not
socede to the terms proposed ; but finding that the detachmnents could
not reach Dindigul for many weeks, I resolved to employ the interme-
diate space in fulfilling the objects already stated. In compliance,
therefore, with the requisitions of Mr. J. Sulivan,* I proceeded to Mel-
lore, in order to awe the rebellious Collieries of that district. We left
a strong body encamped there, and marched with the remaining troops
on the 4th August to Shevigunga, about twenty miles east ; from thence

* Resident of Tanjore and Superintendent of Assigaed Revenues of Trichinopoly and
Marawar.
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the two Murdeens, who rule the Little Marawar, fled precipitately with
their young Rajah to the woods of Calicoil, and collected there a foreo to
the amount of 10,000 men, nor could they be prevailed on to return to
thoir habitations and trust to my assurances.

Besides the immediate dischargo of their arrcars of tributo, I
demanded from their deputies 90,000 rupees in compensation to the
Company for the ravages they had committed, and concluded with
declaring that if thesc conditions were not fultilled, I should attack
thoir woods, storm their fort, and drive them from the country. Not-
withstanding the procrastinating spirit of Gentoos, they paid noarly
40,000 Rupees, and gavo sceurity for their remaining debt.

Lfelt o cordial satisfuction in contrasting the lenity and despateh
of this transaction (for it was concluded in four days), with the cirocum-
stances of the expedition in 1773 aguaiust this very place. On that
occasion the Rajah, trusting to the woods and barriers that surrounded
tho fort of Calicoil, and expecting to concludo the business by negotia-
tion, conceived himsolf in sccurity, when the place was surprised, and
ho was killed in the attack. T rejoiced to mitigate tho vigorous treat-
ment which the delinguency of the suceessor, or rather of his ministers
merited, in consideration of thoe soveritics which the predecessor had
experionced.

There noxt remained a more impgrtant undortaking.  The numer-
ous Polygars of Tinnovelly, who Lad rebelled on the commencement of
the war, committed daily ravages from Madura to Capo Comorin.
They subdued forts and ocoupied districts bolonging to tho Circar,
or held by atenuro different from their own. I had been repeatedly
urged by Mr. Irwin, Superintendent of Madura and Tinnevelly,
to proceed against the Polygars, in order to restore tranquillity aund

recover the revenucs. It was now, for the first timo, in my power, to
direct my operationﬁowwfds that quarter, at & moment when the most
powerful of the Polygars in confederacy against your Government, and
in alliance with the Dutch, had assombled twelve or fourteen thousand
men, and wero actually besioging the fort of Chocumpetty, & Polygar
place of some strength, below the hills that form the north-west
boundary of the province. ’

‘When it was determined that we should march towards Tinnevel-
ly, during the interval requisite for Colonels Stuart and Elphin-
stone’s detachments to reach Dindigul, my object was to strike an
unexpected blow, and tfo intimidate the Polygars into submis-
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sion. Of all the Tinnevelly Chiefs, the principal in power and
delinquency, excepting Shevigherry, was Cataboma Naigue. He
was personally engaged at the siege of Chocumpetty, from whence
his fort of Panjalamcourchy, on the south-east quarter of Tin-
nevelly, is distant more than seventy miles. The wusual route
to Tinnevelly passes by Madura, and the Polygars, hearing of
our movement towards Shevigunga, looked for us in that direction. To
favour this opinion, I ordered proyisions for the army to be prepared at
Madura, kept my real intention perfectly concealed, and moved off
with tho force from Shevigunga, on the evening of 8th August, to
Tropichetty, a place twenty miles distant on the southern border of the
Mellore country. I thero joined the remainder of the army, and leaving
tho 7th Battalion and some Trregulars to restrain the Collieries at Mel-
lore, we proceeded next morning by Pallemery, landalgoody, and
Naiglapore, and reached the fort of Panjalamcourchy on the fourth
day, being one hundred miles from Shevigunga.*

As soon as the line approached the fort, a flag was sent, desiring
the headmen to open their gates and hold a conference ; they refused.
The 18-pounders were therefore halted in the rear of an embankment,
facing the north-east angle of the works; a hasty battery was construct-
ed, and in three hours we were ready to open on the bastion. The
works were manned with several thousand people, and every circum-
stance denoted an intention of resistance. It was material to storm
without delay, in order to strike terror by despatch, and also lest
Cataboma Naigue, with his ¢onfederate Chiefs, might hasten to
obstruct our operations. We opened on the bastion, but finding our-
gelves retarded by its thickness, wo resolved to breach the adjoining
curtain, and to render the defences of the bastion untenable by the
besieged. They kept up a constant and well-directed fire, and not-
withstanding our utmost efforts, it was dark before g practicable breach
was effected ; the attack was therefore deferred until the moon should
rise. The storming party consisted of two companios of Europeans,
supported by the 13th and 24th Carnatic Battalions, and continued in
the rear of the battery. The Cavalry, the Ist, and Light Infantry
Battalions were posted at right angles with the other three salient
angles of the fort, with detachments fronting cach gateway, in order to
prevent the besieged from receiving supplies or making their escape,

* Farenheit's Thormometer was froquently above 110 degrees during thege marches,
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while the other {roops remained to defend the camp, which was within

random shot.

Our j
ur noxt. object was to removo a strong hodgo fronting the breach
and surrounding tho whole fort,

asis th tice i
N e practice in tho Polygar system

This dane rvic { wi n
e gerous service was cffocted with u usual skill b)
Ensign Cunningh ommanding e Piomeers, a oo

g gham, cor dlng the Pio rs, and about ten a

night, with tl v i
g 10 advan ; i
, f,, tago .ofbnght moonshine, the storm commenced.
ur troops, aftor they gained the summit of the t
o S of the breach, found nc
: space to lodgn themsolves, and the interior i
slope or talus, they conld not , o he e o8 21
; could 1 . : i
sopn or ! ":' Y 1ot push forward from tho summit as they
: . 10 defenders were numerous, aund opposed ns 8o vigo
ously with pikes and kot fro,
1 o s and musketry, that we woro obliged at last to retire
and reached t : i dos,
. ;1.(‘ 1ed tho battery with considerable slaughtor on both sides
mmediate measures wero taken to renow the charee, hut tho Pol
disheartened with their | " nd salliod forgh ot
med with their loss, ; icd fi
r loss, abandonoed tho place, and sallicd forth at
the easlern gafe.
e
. The corps postod round the works wero so exhausted by the pro-
ceding marches, that many of tho fugitives elfocted their escapo; thoe
Y ore falke 1 * ‘ ,
rest wore taken prisoners.  The breach was ecovered with dead hodies
and the place contained a lavge assortment of guns, powder, shot 'um;
~ 3 . HE . . . M N o
and other military stores, which were of conrse applied to the publie
Ly R 3 Y, . * ‘
scrvico. 40,000 Star Pagodas were also found, and immediately distri-
. ‘s y
butf)d to tho troops.  Your Board was pleased te confirnmi this distrie
bution on the footing of prize-monoy, than which no measure could
more cffectually tend 4o animate the army in our aftor-oporations
S}om](; other‘fuets respecting these transactions, and the treaty betwoon
the }1toh Goverument of Colombo and Cufaboma Nauiruo .(of which
. Y - . . i ’
the original was taken iu his fort,) wero roforred to j
the 13th August, addrossed ol e e of
gust, addressed to your Lordship and the Board.

t l.olltu.vmgr ‘]‘eft Captain Jacobs with five compauies of the 25th Bat-
talion to garrison the placo, I proceedod to Palameottah, in ord t
g;lspc.ct the state of that fort, and from thence by Sln\:nkernnkc?; tz
i)elf):gillerrz). thIt was hoped that the reduction of that stronghold,
e % ém.ﬂe most powerful of all the Polygars, in addition to {he
e anii amco.urchy, would intimidate the less considerable
Ny b; convince the w.hole confederacy that their treatment
e Eropornoned. to their misconduct. Besides, the outrages

mitted by the Shevigherry Chiof were atrocious, and could not be
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forgiven without a total surrender of your authority.  He had bar-
barously murdered Captain Graham Campbell, and cut off a de-
tachment under the command of that officer. On former occasions he
had beat off considerable detachments, and avowedly protected your
enomies, who thought themselves socure in the fort of Shevigherry.
Ho had collected magazines sufficient to supply the Dutch force that
was expected from Colombo, as well asto resist the most tedious block-
ade, for he did not conceive his fort could be stormed, and every
ciroumstance in his conduct marked that he held himself beyond the
reach of military power. On our arrival before the town of Shevi-
gherry, be retired to the thickets, near four miles deep, in front of his
Comby,* which it covers and dofonds. He manned the whole extent
of a strong embankment that separatos the wood and open country.
Ho was joined by Cataboma Naigue, with other associated Polygars,
and mustered eight thousand or nine thousand men in arms. In the
present instance lenity would have been accounted imbecility, but
the approach of Colonels Stuart and Elphinstone to Dindigul, and
Tippoo Sultaun’s refusal of the proposed accommodation, rendered me
oxtromely anxious to finish this Polygar warfare, in order to proceed
towards the enemios frontiors. The Shevigherry Chief and his asso-
tos wero thercfore informed that I meant immediately to attack the
place, unless they would constrain the head Polygars of Tinnevelly,
amounting to thirty-two chiefs, to liquidate all arrcars and re-fund
the amount of depredations committed since the commencement of the
war, agreeably to authenticated vouchers in the different distriets. It
was farthor intimated that if they, on the part of the confederacy,
would engago to pay £120,000 in lieu of all demands, I would for-
ward thoir proposal to the Superintendent of Revenue (Mr. Irwin),
and on his aceeptance, that the troops would be withdrawn, and that
they would be recommended to forgiveness. They wished to confer
with me, but refused to visit mein camp. As their distrust arose from
various outrages committed against them by former commanders,
instead of increasing their apprehensions by any appearance of dis-
trust or resentment, I proposed to meet them alono and unattended ab
their own barrier, adding, that if any accident befel me, it would not
pass unresented. The Shevigherry Chief, Cataboma Naigue, and the
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* A stropghold in the mountains,

3



IS

doposed Polygar of Chocumpetty, with a largo retinue, met me in front
of their emLankment ; before they finished their explanations it was
dark, and a musket inadvertently fired in the rear, alarmed our

advanced picket, who thought it was aimed at me. To prevent the ill -

consequences of that mistake, I took leave of the Polygars, expressing
my wish to hear of their acceding to the terms proposed. We
refrained from lostility next day, but finding that they trifled with
proposals, the line was ovdered under arms on the morning fullowing,
and we made tho distriliution of attack. It proved as desperate as
any contest in that specics of Indian warfaro, not only from the num-
bers and obstinacy of the Polygars, but from the peouliar ciroum-
stances which had acquired for this placo the reputation of impregna-
bility.

The attack commenced by the Kuropeans and four battalions of
sepoys moving against the cmmbankment which covers the wood. The
Polygars, in full force, opposed us, but our troops remained with their
firelocks shouldered, under & heavy fire, until they approached the
embankment, there they gave a general discharge and rushed upon
the enemy. By the vigour of this advance we got possession of the
summit, the Polygars took post on the verge of the adjoining wood,
and disputed overy step with great loss on both sides.

After reconnoitering, we found that the Comby could not be
approached in front. 'We procecdod, therefore, to out a road through
the impenetrable thickots for thrce miles, to the base of the hill that
bounds the Comby on the west. The Pioneers, under Insign Cun-
ningham, laboured with indefatigable industry; Captain Gardiner of the
102nd, supported them with the Europeans, and Captain Blacker, with
tho 3rd and 24th Carnatioc Battalions, advanced their field pieccs as fast
- a3 the rond was cleared. Theso were strengthoned by troops in their
rear, forming a communication with those in front. For this purpose
two other battalions were posted within the wood, and as soon as we
goined the embankment, the camp moved near it and concentrated
our foree.

We continued to cut our way under an unabating fire from eight
thousand Polygars, who constantly pressed upon our advanced party,
rushed upon the line of attack, piked the bullocks that were dragging
the guns, and killed many of our people. But thoso attempts were
repulsed by perseverance, and before sunset we had opened a passago
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ntirely to the mountain. It is extremely high, rocky, and in many
laces almost perpendicular. Having resolved to attack from this
mexpected quarter, the troops undertook the service, and attained the
ummit. The Polygar parties posted to guard that eminence being
outed, after much firing on all hands, we desconded on the other side,
ind flanked the Comby.

The enemy seeing us masters of the mountain, retreated under
sover of the night by paths inaccessible to regular troops, and we took
sossession of this wonderful recess. The particulars respecting ord-
1ance, stores, and provisions found in the place, are stated in my letter
>f the 3rd September.

‘We left the 3rd and 9th Battalions to secure the magazines, and
moved the army to Shevlepatore, within four marches of Madura, in
rder to awe the Northern Polygars of Tinnevelly.

It was little more than a month since we had left Trichinopoly.
Your authority was re-established throughout the whole track that
we had traversed, extending more than three hundred miles; and be-
sides the arrangement with the Shevigunga Rajah, we were masters of
the two strongest places belonging to the Polygars. We remained some
time in expectation of their proposing a general accommodation, but
they knew that Tippoo still invested Mangalore, and that I must
quickly join the force at Dindigul. This intelligence corroborated
their spirit of procrastination. I therefore convened the Vakeels*
whom the chief Polygars had sent to treat with me in camp, and
directed them to inform their respective principals, that I should leave
the province on the 21st September. I added, that if they did not
return to their allegiance, I should make a vow to Siven, the Gentoo
god, whose attribute is vengeance, to march back and spread destruc-
tion throughout every possession of tho defaulting Polygars: this
declaration alarmed the whole assembly. I wrote to Mr. Irwin,
expressing my regret on leaving the province before any settlement
was concluded with the Polygars. He forwarded to me the terms
on which he thought it expedient to restore their forts to Cataboma
Naigue, and Shevigherry.

Vakecls from these chiefs waited on me at Trimungulam,+ and
stipulated in the name of their masters that they would pay thirty-

¢ Vakeely are Deputios, Agents, or Ambaassadors.
t Trimungulam is fifteen miles aouth-west of Madura,
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thousand chuckrums cach, iu liew of all preceding clanms, They like-
wiso gavo their bonds for fifteen thousand pagodas, or £6,000 cach, in
consideration of tho restitution of their forts. I farther exacted obli:*a-
tions that the defences of Pandalamcourchy should bo demolished, »:he
guns, stores, and ammunition removed to Palamcottal, and that the
road which we cleared to the Comby of Shevigherry should continue
open ; that the means of defence should be removed from the placo, and
that the Southern Commandors and the Company’s troops should at all
timos bo admitted within their forts and barriers. 1 concluded with
ifljuuctions to observe & moro submissivo conduct if they valuo their
hv.os, property, or postority. As soon as tho restitution of tho forts and
prisoners® could possibly tako place, tho 3rd and 9th Battalions, under
Captain Mackinnon, wero direcoted to march from Shevigherry, and to
join mo at Dindigul, whither I proceeded by the routo of Madura.

Your Lordship and tho Board are not unacquainted with the
unworthy practices by which tho fortilo province of Tinnevelly has
sufferod since the disreputablo expedition thithor undor Maphuze
Cawn and Colonel Ileron. Their defeat by the Nattum Collicries,
near Madura, was not moro distinguished than the principles on which
that and subsequent armaments against the Polygars had been con-
ducted.

Though clear statements and  specific charges, leaving no retros-
pect of ext'\otion, togethor with simplicity of arrangemont and dospateh
in cxccution, aro tho great barriors against malversation, the oppo-
site 'of such conduct comstantly provailed ; nothing was definite,
nothing was concluded ; partial payments wore received, past claims
were loft for future settloment.  Many months wero wasted on fitting
out on oxpedition, and still more in performing slight scrvices.
During the whole poriod of protraction tho Rentor, the Amnildar, the
Phouzdar, and tho Furopean Commander were reaping the harvest of
corruption, and sowing for an after-growth of pgoulation. The
Polygars are subtle and acute, they took advantage of so corrupt a
systcm;—and notwithstanding their internal feuds, thoy united agninst
a common invader. They administered to the avarice of their oppo-
nent by bribes, and to his passion for command by procrastination.
Thus the province was] impaired, its cultivation failed, its manu-

* Awoung the prisoners there was the daughter of Cataboma Naigue, who, ag well as
“ f 1 ’ ) o
all the others, amnounting to 'many hundreds, were treated with the utnost '1tt,(rnti(rn
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ractures diminished; every unew Collector and Commander entailed -
new evils, and taught the Polygars to consider their peishcush,* not
as a just tribute to their Sovereign, but as a price to purchase the
forbearance of oppressors.

The conduct of Mahomed Issoof Cawn deserves to be exempted
from this general accusation, While he ruled those provinces, his
whole administration denoted vigour and effect. His justice was
unquestioned, his word unalterable ; his measures were happily com-
bined and firmly executed, the guilty had no refuge from punishment.
Hismaxim was, “that the labourer and the manufacturer should be the
favourite children of the Cirear,” because they afford strength and com-
fort to the public parent ; but that the Polygar and the Colliery, though
equally entitled to truth and justice, have no pretension to indulgence,
because they are the worthless prodigals who waste their own means
and ravage thosc of others., ¢ Let them become Zemindars,” said he,
« and cultivate their own lands, instead of plundering their industrious
neighbours, then they shall be cherished ; bub while their habit is
idleness, and their business devastation, I will treat every one as a
publio enemy who wields a pike, or wears the turban of a Polygar.”
On comparing the state of that country with his conduct and
remarks, I found that wisdom, vigour, and integrity werc never moro
conspicuous in any person, of whatever climate or comploxion.

On my arrival at Dindigul I transmitted to your Board an order
of encampment, in two lines, containing one European and three sepoy
brigades, besides four flank battalions that acted as a fifth brigadec.
Our artillery consisted of sixty-five pieces of cannon, with field
ammunition and ten thousand battering shot ; the Engineer’s depart-
ment was stored with besieging tools and other implements; the
Pioneer corps was strengthened ; our cavalry, excepting three troops,
were natives and irregulars ; they amounted to one thousand men,
and served to flank the baggage on the line of march. The Commis-
sary of Stores Department, including the conveyanco of artillery,
required a numerous retinue of draught and carriage cattle; these we
had for several months used unremitting efforts to procure, and by
the assistance of Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. Johnston, in addi-
tion to our own exertions, we assembled a greater number of bullocks
than ever were attached to any Lnglish force in India.

* Peisheush is tho sum paid by those who hold of a Superior.
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The Agent victnaller was obliged to convey arrack and provisions
fo.r two thousand Europeans ; but the business of the Grainkeeper was
still more embarrassing, where 14,000 fighting men and many thousand
public followers* were to be subsisted without money or other means
of supply, except such magazines of the enemy’s as we were enabled
to r.'educe. It had been the usage of Indian commanders to levy
duties on all articles bought or sold in the bazaar or market of the
army. Under whatever sanction this custom took its rise, it is an
odious tax upon the soldicr for the benefit of his superior. I permitted
no such practice.

Another material ohject was, the modo and order of marching.
The practice on the coast has been to form the sepay corps thr:;e
deep, and the European two deep, and then to move by files with a
strong advanced guard, and a still stronger rear guard, in order to
cover the carts and othor wheeled conveyances that follow the line.
The baggage is then disposed of on the right or left flank, acoording
to the nuture of the ground over which the army is to pass, and cove::
od by a strong foree to ropel the rapid charges of the eneny’s cavalry.
Tt is asserted that many benefits attend this mode in India, that if the
line is attncked on either flank, it is enabled to form with much
celerity by a simple movement of conversion, and that if a charge is
made in front ov rear, the corps have only to advauce or counter-
march and form a front to the attack. Bat alavge army marching by
tiles is many miles in longth, consequently thore is little communicg.-
tion between distant parts of the line; neithor can a commander
observe the whole extent and know the state of different divisiong,
If in marching by files, a movemeont to the frout or roar is neoccssary
in line of battle or by corps, much tine islost in the manceuvre, and
in the precautions requisite in the faco of an encmy. The Carnatice
army, adhering to this principle, have been cannonaded many hours
before they conld form the line for action.

To remedy these evils, I proposed to form the army into five
divisions, and to dispose them inghape of a quincunx, The European
brigade, being usually placed in tho centre of the line, should form the
centre division of the quincunx, with a sepoy brigade in front, another
on the rear, and one on each flank ; the battering train and baggage

® The public fullowers consist of Lascars for thr tonts, Drivers of hnlioekn Artificers
and Dooly men to carrv the sick and wounded ' :

’
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to move under cover of the division least likely to be charged, and tho
brigades to move, not by files, but in columns, and at such distances,
that whenever it may be necessary to form the line to the front, flank,
or réar, the centre brigade, and that which is to become the right and
left wings, may occupy the wholo intermediate space. Thus, if the
line is attacked in front, the centre brigade and the two flank brigades
immediately form a line to the front, and the advance and rear
brigades take their stations either as a second line, as a baggage
guard and veserve, or to extend the mainline. If thelineis attacked,
or if it is meant to attack on the right or left flanks, the centre
brigade with the front and rear brigades faco to the right and left and
form the line, while the two brigades, that were the flank divisions
on the line of march, are posted as circumstances may require. Thus,
in every possible point of attack, the line is qnickly formed, the
baggage protected, and the army prepared for action. ’

Your instructions of the 18th August directed me to remain on
the frontiers, ready to act offensively in case of an infraction on the
part of Tippoo Sultaun; and for this purpose the army moved to
re-occupy Daraporam. 'We found that the magazines which we left
there in June had been greatly consumed ; but there still remained a
fortnight’s subsistence for the troops.

‘We had never deviated from the ultimate object of a movement te
the capital of Mysore. Guns, shot, and stores had been collected from
the southern garrisons, and numerous artificers were employed on our
carriages and conveyance. The zeal of Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and
Mr. Hippisley forwarded our views, and the Rajah of Travancore had
been solicited for an advance of stores in the event of our moving
against the southern possessions of Tippoo Sultaun. This could not fail
to coincide with the wishes of the Rajah, which induced him to support
Colonel Humberstone on the Malabar Coast during the preceding year,
and to reinforce his army with several battalions. I also corresponded
with the Zamorin, or ancient sovereign of Caliout, and the other
Rajahs, on the Malabar side of the peninsula, who were disaffected to
the Mysorean usurpation, and no circumstance was omitted that
appeared conducive to the important operation which we had so
carnestly at heart, But although the army had acquired strength and
efficiency, yet we possessed not that fulness of equipment which cannot
be accomplished with an empty treasury. Tanjore and Trichinopoly
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still exhibited every symptom of decline ; the Marawars and Tinuevelly
were new in their allegiance. Those countries, therefore, far from
affording payments to the army, were not competent to defray the
current charges of their garrisons.

The gentlemen who zealously supplicd us with stores and convey-

ance, were obliged to employ their personal credit, trusting to the

future solvency of Government. The native troops were twelve
months in arvear ; our ordnance, though numerous, was of inconvonient
calibres; the carriages had suffercd by continued marching. Gunny
bags for carrying rice, copper hoops for powder barrels, cordage for
dragging the guns across a country uncxplored by armies, and various
other articles in the Commissary of Stores’ Department, were deficient
indeod, when compared with the supplies that the Carnatic army
daily veceived from tho presidency ; above all, the want of money ren-
dered it impossible to pay the head bullock men, who had cmployed
bullocks in tho scrvice for such a length of time, that their privato
funds were exhausted, and their faith in the Company impaired.

During former wars there ever had been frequent payments to
the troops, with which they procured supplics from the traders ang
inhabitants, oven in the enemy’s country. Under these circumstances,
the conveyance of many days’ provision wasnot indispensably required,
whercas the want of magazines and money left us no security of sub-
sistence, except the grain we could earry or capture as wo advanced.
For this purposo statements wero procured of the grain deposited
within two hundred miles of our front or flank, and several hundred
people were employed on that and othor business of intelligence,* nor
in the whole course of our movements did we fail in any calculation
of supply.

The discretionary powors with which your Board invosted me,
rendered it my peculiar duty to considor the mode of warfaro most
likely to distress the enemy. The system of a war in India, which
is to depend on field operations, must over be exposed to disappoint-
ment. In the war of 1767, General J. Smith pursucd Hyder's army
in a series of rapid marches, in order to bring him to a decisive action;
but Hyder, after leading him through the Mysore country in various

directions, marched past our army to Madras,# and intimidated tho
Government into a disreputable treaty. .

* Tuppaloo.

+ Before this event took place General J. 8mith was calted {0 {ho Tresi . (
the army was commanded by Colonel Fitagerald, the Prosidency, and
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it was obvious that our circumstances did not admit of war on such

conditions ; that strong forts must be reduced, territories possesseds

their magazines and revenues rendered productive ; and that we must

proceed by unexpected strides to such positions as might preserve a

communication with our own provinces, and at the same time form

regular stages towards the capital of Mysore. This implied that we

were to act on the principles of a besieging army, to make lodgments

as we advanced, and still to press forward ; to diminish the resources

of the enemy, while we increased our own ; to oblige him either to

suffer us to proceed unmolested in the prosecution of operations, of
which the ultimate object was the overthrow of his government, or
else to compel him, in the obstruction of these proceedings, to afford
us the wished-for opportunity of a olose engagement in the fleld. Such
was the system on which I proposed to aot, trusting that the ineffi-
cienoy of the opposite, or field-system, as evinced in the conduct of the
war of 1767, and in the late Carnatio war, would be held sufficient to
induce & change of measures ; for an army constituted as Hyder’s,
with a superabundance of elephants, camels, bullocks, and cavalry,
must out-march an arny formed of infantry, like ours, unqualified
by principle and formation to commit the devastation of a Mahratta
or Mysorean army. Our field operations are neither alarming to the
enemy, nor productive of advantage to our own cause, and our forces,
constituted for fleld operations only, pass through a country end leave
no vestige of their services.

On the 4th of Qctober I represented our alarming situation in
case Tippoo Sultaun shouldleave us long in a state of uncertainty, and
added, that to remain upon the frontiers in expectation of events, would
be impossible, for we could not hope to progure more than a month’s
provision- within the district. That to fall back upon the Company’s
southern possessions would frustrate your intentions, and exhaust the
produce of those countries ; besides, so large an army, unpaid and
unemployed, is ever at the mercy of the first incident thatmay oceasion
discontent. These considerations induced me to solicit from your
Lordship and the Board alatitude of purveyance, even in the enemy’s
country, in case his protractions should endanger the safety of the
troops so critically situated.

In October the army marched towards Pulney, about thirty miles
south of Darapooram, in order to put the Renter of Dindigul’s family
in possession of their inheritance, or petty Rajahship of Pt;lney. They
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;‘::::’:j me ;)f grain and ca.ttle at that p.]ace' ; and this -was the Jast

N Ce we 12d to expect withoutadvancing into the enemy’s country,

ol falling b‘:).ck on the southern pr(?vinces. Most fortunately, while

impressed with the approach of these impending difficulties, an official
letter fx:om Mess-rs. Frith and Paterson, members of the Residency
of Tellicherry, informed me of a re-commencement of hostility on
the part of Tippoo Sultaun, against Mangalore. I consequently held
myself bound by your instructions of the 18th August, to take
immediate measures to resent the infraction. l
On the 18th October it became my duty toinform your Board of
the embarrassments under whieh we laboured, and to intimate my in-
tention of moving in full foree to the westward. The immediate object
of this movement was the relief of Mangalore : the ultimate object was
the reduction of Hyder’s family, or at least the attainment of a respect-
able accommodation. Our expectation of relieving Mangalore by an
actual appearance before the place, was exceedingly remote, for we
had not less than five hundred miles of an enemy’s country to traverse.
There appeared but two practicable movements of sufficient moment
to make Tippoo raise the siege of Mangalore. The one was to move
by Coimbatore, Settemungalum, and the pass of G‘rudgereddy, which
leads up the ghauts or mountains on which the kingdom of Mysore
ig elevated, directly to the Mysore fort and Seringapatam ; the othe;
was to move against Palghautcherry.

. I l.lave already'stated my design of moving to Tippoo’s capital,
with views of forming a permanent establishment. For this purpose
an intermediate place of strength and resources was required, to serve
as a magazine of stores and provisions for the prosecution of our under-
taking, or to secure a retreat, if necessary ; neither Coimbatore, though’
the capital of a rich Rajahship, nor Settemungalum, nor ArdenelTi
which are the principal forts in the direct road from Darapooram t(;
the city of Seringapatam, were of sufficient strength to justify our
trusting any of them as our main deposit. For the unexpected loss
of such a magazine, while the army might be several hundred miles
advanced in an enemy’s country, surrounded by a formidable force,
might have subjected us to disasters of which the English armies
defeated and taken prisoners during the war were melancholy
remembrances.

Palghautcherry* held forth every advantage ; it was a place of the

. ‘ Palghautcherry was complstely re-built by Hyder, since the war of 1767 with the
oglish, and was furnished with all the advantages of European construction and defence,
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first strength in India ; while its teri’-itory afforded & superabundance
of provisions. The mountains that bound the pass which it com-
iands, are strengthened by thick forests and surrounding woods, and
the intersections of the Ponany river, through deep rice grounds, all
concurred to enable a small body of infantry to defend the territory
ageinst any number of horse. It commanded, farther, the only prac-
ticable communication between the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar,
and promised us possession of all the countries from Trichinopoly by
Darapooram, in a reach of more than two hundred miles. It opened
the means of supply from Travancore, Cochin, and other places on the
Malabar coast. It afforded confidence to the Zamorin and other dis-
affected Rajahs, from Cochin to Goa, who were struggling to shake off
the yoke of Hyder. 1t left us at liberty to disguise our movements,
and to proceed either by the route of Coimbatore and Gudgereddy,
or by Calicut on the Malabar coast, and the pass of Damalcherry, to
the siege of Sevingapatam. It was, besides, of such intrinsic conse-
quence to the Mysore Government, that the reduction of it could not
fail to weigh essentially in the negotiations for peace, then said to be
in agitation, and promised to make Tippoo Sultaun raise the siege of
Mangalore, in order to oppese our farther progress.

‘We marched from Pulney in October, reduced the forts of Cuma-
lum, Chucklygerry, and Annamally, and passed through a rich country
abounding with dry grain, cattle, wobd, and rice fields. At Poliatchy
the ground attains its highest elevation, and the streams run east and '?‘
west to the Coromandel and Malabar seas. During our whole march !
through this part of the country, the flank brigade, under Captain '
Maitland, moved counstantly in front, occupied positions, and secured
provisions for the army. . |

From Annamally our progress became truly laborious ; we had to |
force our way through a forest twenty miles in depth, extending thirty \
miles across the pass of Palghaut. Ourobject was to reach Calingoody,
a post on the western side of the forest, within fifteen miles of Pal-

gbautcherry. The frequent ravines required to be filled up before
it was possible to drag the guns across them ; innumerable large trees,
which obstructed the passage, required to be cut down and drawn out
of the intended track, and then the whole road was then to be formed
before the carriages could pass. The brigades were distributed to
succeed each other at intervals, preceded by piongers, in order to clear
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what the advanced body had opened, for the guns and stores that
were to move under cover of the rear division.
While we were thus engaged, an unremitting rain, extremely
unusual at that season, commenced. The ravines were filled with
water, the paths became slippery, the bullocks lost their footing, and
the troops were obliged to drag the guns and carriages acros’s tho
whole forest. I forced on with the advance to Calingoody,in order to
make the necessary arrangements with the people of the Zamorin. who
had prepared for the future subsistence of the army. The dispo:;ition
of the inhabitants towards us, and their means of supply, exceeded
our most sanguine expectations. The Zamorin’s vakeel informed tho
Brabmins that we were friends to their cause,  and eagor to deliver
them from the yoke of Hyder ; that we only wished to receive the
- public proportion of grain, but none from individuals, and that any
person belonging to the camp who should attempt to plunder, would
be hanged in front of the lines. On hearing these declarations they
testified the strongest satisfaction, and their confidence incroased whep
they found that the first offenders were executed. The raing con-
tinued fourteen days without intermission, the passage through -the
forest became daily more distressful, and the troops were exposed, in
their whole progress, without the possibility of pitohing tents o;- of
affording them either cover or convenience.
Calingoody is fifteen miles from Palghautcherry, and the road
lies entirely through rice grounds, with intersecting ridges covered
with cocoa and other trees ; the water and embankments necessar
for the cultivation of rice render it difficult for guns to pass, and inﬂ
practicable for cavalry toact. As soon as a sufficient force got through
the wood, the advance corps moved to the-bank of the Ponany river
within random shot of the works of Palghautoherry. There we took’
a secure position, and prepared to attack the place. My Brahmin
Hircarrahs* had executed a model of the fort in clay, a work at whicly
they are extremely dexterous, and on all hands we had received aécouncs
of it that appeared exaggerated ; but on a near inspection, my ad-
miration of its strength was mingled with serious apprehensions that
much time might be wasted on its reduction.
Onthe 4th of November the main body of the troops, not includine
the rear division, arrived at our position on the river, which we crossez
next day, and encaraped about two miles cast from the fort across the

——

* ircarrahs are people who give intelligence, shew roads. &o,
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great road that leads from Coimbatore. The Engineer’s storesarrived,
and a post for them was established, where all the preparations for a
siege were collected. As our next object was to circumscribe the be-
sieged and accelerate our approaches, with this view we occupied the
pettah, or open town, on the east and north faces of the fort ; and on
each of these faces we carried forward an attack. During the whole
eriod of our approaches, and in the construction of our trenches,
parallels, and batteries, the besieged kept a continued fire on our
covering and working parties. The battering train and stores, under
cover of the 4th brigade, reached our encampment on the 9th, after a
guccession of toils that would appear incredible if recited in detail.
Apprehending much delay from the strength of the defences and
the obstinacy of the defenders, especially if they should force us to
approach by sap to tho crest of the glacis, and to proceed from thence
by regular gradations across the ditch, we resolved, at a seasonable
opportunity, to attempt the gateway. We found it so strongly flank-
ed and fortified, that it appeared almost secure from any attack ; how-
ever, having no drawbridge, we founded our hopes of accelerating the
siege on this circumstance. We did not permit any heavy metal
whatever to be fired till the 13th, when we opened with twelve guns
and four howitzers from two batteries, at four hundred yards distance
from the east and north faces of the fort, and before sunset the de-
fences were so much damaged, that the fire of the besieged consider-
ably abated. The fortunate circumstances attending our attack, and
the surrender of the place during the night, are explained in my letter
of the 15th November,

. On the swrrender of Palghautcherry, I appointed Captain Dewar,
one of your ablest officers, to command there, and the 19th Battaliow
with & few Europeans and some Irregulars to garrison the place. The
heir apparent of the Zamorin left his retirement in the woods, and
remained ‘with me during the siege. Inanswer to his urgent solicita-
tions that I should restore him to the dominions of which Hyder had
deprived his family, I declared that in the event of our moving by
Calicut, I hoped to effect his re-establishment there ; and that, in the
meanwhile, he should be re-instated in the territory of Palghaut, an
ancient dependency of the Zamorins, requiring only from him that he
ghould furnish grain for the army while in that vicinity, without any
other obligation, until the termination of the war, or until your Go-
vernment should meke some regular agreement with him. To estab-
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lish more fully the Zamorin’s authority, and to afford him the neces-
sary support inhis present situation, alarge body of Brahmin hircarrabs,
who had constantly remained with me incamp, were employed, and
proved not only of material service in the business of intelligence, but
of material influence in conciliating the Gentoos. Accompanied by
them we frequently rode through the adjacent villages, assembled the
head people, and assured them of protection.

During these proceedings I maintained a correspondence with
Brigadier-General Macleod, Colonel Campbell, and the Residency of
Tellicherry, intimating my intention of approaching that coast, and
assuring General Macleod of my earnest wish to co-operate with him
in every measure that could tend to advance us in full force against
Seringapatam. Having heard that there was abundance of battering
guns and military stores at Tellicherry, I wrote for such supplies as
could be spared, offering to move down to Ponany or Calicut, and t¢
proceed to Seringapatam either by the pass of Damalcherry, through
the country of our friends the Nairs, or else to return from Ponany or
Calicut to Palghautcherry, and from thence by Coimbatore, as he
might judge most eligible.

The Admiral, Sir Edward Hughes, being then at Tellicherry with
the squadron, I intreated him to send a vessel with stores to Ponany ;
and to guard against disappointment, despatched messen gers to Cochin,
to secure an ample supply at that place. General Macleod, with his
distinguished liberality of character, assured methat he would unite in
prosecuting the movement to Seringapatam, without taking any advan.
tage of his seniority, and without interfering in the command of the
southern army in the event of my moving towards him. Finding, how-
ever, that his army could not be put in motion in Iess than two months

for want of bullocks and conveyance, that no substantial stock of mili.
tary means could be expected at Tellicherry, and that we should meet
with extreme obstruction in our progress through the deep and intersec-
ted routes leading from Palghautcherry to Caliout, we resolved to rely
on Cochin for supplies, and to prosecute our measures by Coimbatore:
still preserving the utmost union of operation with the Malabar Army,

We arrived before Coimbatoreon the 26th November, having been
' annoyed with rockets on the march, by a very large body of horse,
Finding that there was no glacis, we proceeded immediately to erect a
battery, but before we had effected a breach, the Killadar* surrendered.

* Commandant of the Fort,
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‘We treated him and his garrison with the utmost kindness, as we had

3
I{

done those of Darapooram and Palghautcherry. A great quantity of i

ammunition, stores, and grain, were found in the fort, and t.he.adja-

cent grounds were covered with abundantcrops. The. possession of
this town, being the capital of the greatest ancient Rajabship in the
country, promised eminent advantage; for, although mnot remarkable
for its military strength, it is held in higher estimation than any
other place belonging to the Mysoreans in the Payen ghaut, or coun-

ow the mountains, .

" b%ewnow arrive at the most interesting moment of the war. The
garrison of Mangalore, under its inestimable Commander Colonel
Campbell, had made a defence that has been seldom eq.ua.lled-a.nd
pever surpassed. With a handful of men, worn out by iatlgut? and
famine, he resisted for many months a formidable army under 'Txppoo
Saltaun. The whole power of that Prince, assisted by the science of
his French auxiliaries, could not force a breach that had long beenopen;
and he was repulsed in every attempt to carry it by storm. Tippoo’s
army, particularly the cavalry, had suffered greatly by a perseverance
in the siege during the whole period of the rainy season. ’Fhe mt.em?r
affairs of his dominions, unsettled since the recent accession, were in
extreme confusion. His failure against Mangalore had encouraged the
Coorga Rajah, a powerful chief under the mountains that separate the
Malabar country from Mysore, to assert independency by arms s every
other ancient Rajah on the Malabar coast, from Goa to Coch'm, was
eager to repel the tyranny of the Mysore Governme.nt, .to which the
whole of that extensive coast no longer owned subjection. '

General Macleod, at the head of the Malabar forces, strong in
Europeans, artillery, and native corps, supported these Rajahs, and
laboured with hisusual energy to complete the syste.am that he had
materially promoted. There was likewise a force acting under .Gene-‘
ral Jones, against the Cuddapah count?y, or 119rt.hem possession of
Tippoo Sultaun, where his power was 1ll-estabhshec‘l ; and the ‘army
under my direction Wwas, perhaps, the s‘t.ronge‘st force belonging to
Europesns that had ever been employed in India.

Thecountries we had reduced extended twohundred miles inlength
from thedistricts of Trichinopoly on the east, to Ramgarry,thirty miles
west of Palghautcherry, afforded provisions for one hundred thousand
men, and an annual revenue of £600,000, whil.e every necessary ar-
mngement.had been made for the regular collection of thesevesources,
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The fort and pass of Palghautcherry secured our western flank,
and the intermediate position of General Macleod’s army, between
that place and Tippoo’s main army at Mangalore, together with the
singular combination of ravines, rivers, and embankments that
intersect the Malabar countries, and the mountains that divide them
from Mysore, the passes througb which were occupied by our friends
the disaffected Rajahs, rendered it almost impracticable for Tippoo
tomove in that direction against our new acquisitions. To attack them
by a movement through the passes of the ghauts on the eastern flank
towards Salem and Erode, supposed a circuit of five or six hundred
miles from the position of Tippoo’s army before Mangalore ; his move-
ments, therefore, against these acquisitions, could only be attempted by
the central passes from Mysore at Gudgereddy, which is not fifty
miles from Coimbatore. The possession of that pass assured us.en
immediate nccess to the eapital of Tippoo's kingdom, commanding a
. communication with our new’ acquisitions and with the Company’s
southern provinces. DBesides, as far as the system of defending front,
flanks, and rear can ever be extended from the position of an army
to the topographical circumstances of a country, it would enable us
to secure these territories from any considerable irruptions. At this
period, too, the chumba, or great crop throughout the country was
upon the ground, and, independently of the magazines in our front,
promised ample provisions, :

The Coorga Rajah had repeatedly promised us supplies from his
country, extending within thirty miles of Seringapatam. Theso
assurances were confirmed by the Zamorin, who had abuudantly fur-
nished us with grain at Palghautcherry ; helikewise engaged for the
assistance of all the Malabar chiefs commanding the ghauts, or moun-
tains that bound Mysore upon the west. They were not only willing to
provide for us during the siege, but to form magazines for us instrong
positions among the mountains, and to join us with twenty or thirty
thousand Nairs, if required.

Mahomed Ally and some other distinguished leadershad been
executed in the camp of Tippoo, for exciting disaffection. A recent
conspiracy had occurred in Seringapatam, menacing the exclusion of
Tippoo’s family, the releasement of the English prisoners, and the
re-establishment of the ancient Rana, or Gentoo Sovereign of Mysore.
The Gentoo or Canara race, forming the great mass of inhabitants in

Mysore, had unequivocal proofs of my earnest zeal to support their in-
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terests and favourite family. Inshort, every circumstance seemed to
mark this interesting moment as the crisis of the war.

The troops were immediately provided with ten days’ grain ; the
carriages were repaired, the departments arranged, and the army pre-
pared to march, My desigu against the forts and magazines of Set- .
timungalum* and Ardenelli was communicated fo your Board ; from
thence it was my intention to push forward to the city of Seringa-
patam with the utmost rapidity that could be united with precaution.

-Exulting in the bright perspective that lay before us, we felt a painful
eagerness for the moment of departure, but our expectations of restor-
ing the English name and consequence in India were of short duration.

Your Lordship and the Board had judged it expedient to delegate
your powers of negotiation to Commissioners, who were to treat of
peace at the dwrbar of Tippoo Sultaun, Tuvested with full authority
by your Board to give what instructions they thought proper to all
troops of the English employed against tho Mysoreans, they proceed-
od to the camp of Mudeen Ul Deen Cawn, near Arnee, in the Carnatic.
Between that place and Atcherrywaukum they received intelligence,,
that in consequence of information from the Residency of Tellicherry,
intimating to me a renewal of hostility on the part of Tippoo Sultaun
against Manugalore, the army under my command had moved into the
enemy’s country, and had reduced Palghautcherry. After many com-
pliments to my own conduct and exertions, they directed me forth-
with to restore all posts, forts, and countries recently reduced, and to
retire within the limits possessed by the English on the 26th of the pre-
ceding July. This letter reached me on the 28th November, twé days
before my intended march towards Gudgereddy and Seringapatam.

. Neither feeling mysolf at liberty to disregard an order 8o peremp-
torily conveyed, nor to fulfil the utmost extent of its literal significa-
tion, I stated to them the benefits of our position, and the menacing
appearance on the Malabar coast ; transmitting at the same time
similar communications to your Board, and intimating my intention
of remaining at Coimbatore, until I should be further instructed. My
Aide-de-Camp, Captain Moody, with the same view, proceeded to
Madras, and was fully qualified, by knowledge and ability, to explain
our-situation, and to prove that & movement to Seringapatam would
endanger the throne of Hyder.

+ Settimungalum is situated on the banks of the Cauvery below the pass of Gudge-

reddy. Ardenelli stands on the top of the ghauts on the elevated flat or table-land of

Mysore, 5
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During the succeeding interval, every moment was employed in
adding to the fulness of our equipment. Rochin Cawn,* the com-
mander of Tippoo’s army in the country of Coimbatore, was informed
that I would observe the cessation till farther orders. Captain Mait-

land, with the flank brigade, proceeded to Dindigul and Tanjore, in.

order to bring supplies of stores from ‘the southern garrisons. Mr.
Digby, Paymaster in camp, whose zeal and public talents have, on all
occasions, been conspicuous, went to procure money at Tinpevelly,
and to concert with Mr. Irwin, Superintendent there, a permanent
mode of remittance and supply : and as soon as this reinforcement
should be ready to move towards us, it was my intention to fall back
and cover the junction. In the meantime, the 3rd Brigade was
detached by Palghautcherry to Cochin, where the Governor had pre-
pared for us a considerable stock of arrack, stores, and ammunition ;
while the main body of the army remained at Coimbatore, ready to
oppose the enemy. But these, and all similar arrangements, were
rendered abortive by your Minutes of Consultation dated 5th Decem-
ber, directing me to fulfil the order of unqualified restitution enjoin_ed
by your deputies as the preliminaries of negotiation with Tippoo Sul-
taun. These papers rcached me about the middle .of December, and
a few days afterwards I received from the Commissioners another let-
ter, repeating their instructions.

We had entirely consumed the grain in Coimbatore, and all that
was ripe in the adjacent fields. 'We were not at liberty to move in
our intended course, nor to look for new supplies, which would have
been deemed an infraction of the cessation, we had therefore to return
to Palghautcherry, where the troops received grain to subsist them as
far as Trichinopoly and Madura, a distance of two hundred miles. On
the 28th December the army advanced towards the southern countries;
and at the same time three battalions’under Captain Wheeler were
detached to escort the stores from Cochin, with directions to evacuate
Palghautcherry and to join us by the route of Annamally and Pulney,
close to the mountains. On our second march, we were visited by
the Reverend Mr, Swartz, whom your Lordship and the Board re-
quested to proceed to Seringapatam as a faithful interpreter between
Tippoo and the Commissioners. The knowledge and integrity of this
irreproachable missionary have retrieved the character of Europeans
from imputationsof generaldepravity. A respectableescort attended him

’ 4 Habits of intercourse took place between Rochin Cawn’s camp and ours, of which
there had been no example between contending armies in India,
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to the nearest encampment of the enemy ; but he was stopped at Setti-
mungalum, and retutned to Tanjore. I rejoice, however, that he under-
ook the business, for his journal, which bas been before your Board,
evinces that the southern army acted towards our enemies with a
mildness seldom experienced by friends in moments of pacification.
From him, also, you learned that this conduct operated on the minds
of the inbabitants, who declared that we afforded them more secure
protection than the commanders of their own troops.

The army had now been fod for many months entirely at the

thereby saving to the Company an advance of nearly £500 per day
for the whole time the army was so subsisted, and leaving the troops
to make their after-claims, in case they should expect that grain, on the
footing of capture.t

On the 4th January 1784, the army arrived at Ayryacotta. Colo-
nel Stuart, with the main division, proceeded to Caroor, on the
porders of the Trichinopoly country; Colonel Forbes, with a strong
force, remained in the districts of Daraporam and Dindigul ; and Colo-
nel Kelly, with another division, advanced to Covanoor, on the borders
of Madura and the Marawas. "This distribution was intended to re-

tion of troops; at the same time the divisions were so stationed as to
overawe every district to the southward, and to form the army on
the shortest notice in the event of a renowal of tho war against Tippoo
Sultaun. I proceeded with the Covanoor division, as the most central
situation to the southward.

These arrangements were hardly finished, when I received yeur
orders to re-assemble the army,} and to prepare for a re-commencement
of hostility. You likewise directed me to retain possession of Palghaut-
cherry, in case by any acoident it should not have been restored. I
instantly issued orders to all the garrisons and stations to augment our
equipment ; wrote to Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Hippisley, and the other
gentlemen in the Civil Departments, entreating them to procure
bullocks, gunny bags, and money for the pressing exigencies of the

* Bagtta is the extra sum allowed to troops over and above their pay in lisu of subsiste
ence Wwhile in the fleld.

+ Some other armies had charged the Company with the batte due to every soldier in
the field, notwithstanding the captured graie was sufficent for the maintenance of the troops,
Thus the amount of grain found was .dxverted from public saving to the beuefit of indivi-
duals. If I had permitted this practice, the Company would have lost £200,000,

¥ January 24, 1784,

_expense of the enemy, and directions were given that all grain found .
in the country should be served out to the troops in lieu of batta,* Y

lieve your provinces from the burden of subsisting too large a propor- .
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army ; and farther made a circuit of the southern countries to
accelerate these preparations, From Ramnad I went to Tinnevelly to
forward the business of money and conveyance collecting for us there
by Mr. Irwin ; and from thence I wrote to the Zamorin, exhorting
him to retain Palghautcherry, which he had occupied after it was
abandoned by Captain Wheeler. Captain Agnew was soon after dis-
patched with a party of Sepoysto solicit four battalions from the
Rajah of Travancore, who very graciously complied with my request;
and by means of that assistance Captain Agnew would no doubt
have enabled the Zamorin to maintain the place, but before hisarrival
the Zamorin* and his adherents, despairing of support, had abandon-
ed the place, and retired to their recesses in the mountains.

On the north-east border of the Tinnevelly country I received a
letter from the Commissioners, dated 11th February, near Mangalore,
written in terms that fully marked the enmity of Tippoo, and con-
vinced me that a rupture was unavoidable ; and this opinion was
confirmed by a detail of particulars in a letter from General Macleod.
No time was therefore to be lost in ordering the stores to join Colonel
Stuart’s division near Caroor, and we marched the same might to

Madura., ,
On my arrival at Covanoor,t I found that fanams} amounting to

~ a lakh of pagodas, had reached camp from Tanjore. The impatience

of the troops for this supply was proportioned to the severity of their
distress ; excepting the prize-money at Palghautcherry, and the work-
ing money to the parties employed on extra labour, no sums had heen
issued to the army during our whole progress in crossing and re-cross-
ing India. Unfortunately the coin in which this payment was received
became a more copious source of discontent than all the hardships
they had endured. The star pagoda§ is understood tobe the only legal
tender of your Presidency. It is not coined to the southward, but its
place had usually been supplied by the Porto Novo pagoda, which is
less valuable by ten per cent. The Rajah of Tanjore has not exercised
the right of coining pagodas, and of late has paid the tributein fanams,
The Dutch coinage at Negapatam: formerly amounted to four or five

" The Zamorin aud his followers of the Nair caste are rigid Gentoos, and venerate the
Bramins. Tippoo’s soldiers, therefore, daily exposed the heads of many Braming in sight
of the Fort, It is asserted that the Zamorin, rather than witness such enormities, chose to
abandon Palghautckerry.

t Colonel Kelly’s division was stationed there. It is on the confines of the Maraws
country, less than twenty miles from Madura.

- % Fanams are a small coin of different value composed of silver and copper.
§ The star pagoda is worth eight shillings,
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lakhs of pagodas annually, but this has been discontinued since we
got possession of that city. As there isno gold coinage in any other
place to the southward, nor any regular circulation of rupees, the
whole currency of those provinces, excepting the pagodas that hap-
pen to be in use, consists of fanams ; of these, every district coins a
different sort, and no comparative rate has ever been established be-
tween the star pagodas and these inferior coins, their value fluctuates
according to the relative demand, and the coinage of one province ig
seldom or never at par in another.

Whenever it is known that a large issue of fanams is at hand,
the Shroffs, Soucars, and Dubashes purchase all the pagodas they can
procure, - Thus the fanams are kept at a high price, till the disburse«

'ment has taken place, and the rate is fixed at the current exchange for

the day. But no sooner hag this fluctuating coin been circulated,
than the pagodas come forth, and in forty-eight hours the holders of
fanams suffer a depreciation of six, eight, or ten per cent.

Still more oppressive is this medium of public payment when the
fanams are issued in a province to which they do not properly belong ;
for the Tanjore fanam has no regular currency in any other province,
This applies to all coins of that description fabricated in Trichino-
poly, Madurs, Tinnevelly, Ramnad, and Shevagunga.

The commercial evils arising from this debasement and diversity
of coin are not less considerable. A mercbant cannot make a remit-
tance to any place north of the Coleroon, without much labour and
expense in buying up pagodas, or else by an unreasonable premium
to Soucars. The money remitted to the Army from Tanjore, was
issued in Tanjore fanams at the rate of 224 per star pagoda; but when
the Sepoys received this money in distant encampments, they found
that twenty-four or twenty-five fanams were required for a pagoda
there ; nor could they in many instances, without enormous loss,
procure the necessaries of life for those uncurrent fanams.

To prevent as much as possible the troops from suffering by a
loss upon exchange, which in common justico should fall upon the
public, it was proposed to Mzr. Sulivan, and immediately acceded to

by him, that the Paymaster should carry the difference to the account

of the C ompany. It was therefore directed that the Officers commanding
divisions of the army should form a Board to ascertain the loss sustain-
ed by each battalion, and Mr. Digby, Paymaster in camp, was instruct.
ed to give credit to the corps for the amount of loss incurred, agree-
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ably to the general statement transmitted to me by the above-mention-
ed Board, ‘ »

It appeared requisite to be minute in this recapitulation in order
to impress the necessity of reform in the southern payments. This
will be effected by ordering a large coinage of pagodas, and by estab-
lishing a tariff, or proportional value, between the pagodas and fanams,
in the same manner as in England twenty-one shillings are at all
times equivalent to a guinea.

My next object was to concert measures with Mr. Sulivan for
the safety of the southern countries, while the army should, for the
third time, advance into the enemy’s dominions. With this view I
proceeded to Tanjore, and from thence by Trichinopoly joined the
main division at Caroor. You had been pleased to reinforce us from’
the Presidency with the 98th Regiment, a party of European Artil.
lerymen, and some heavy ordnance. Other guns we received from
Tanjore, and the exertions of Mr, Sulivan procured us many articles
in which we had been before deficient.

During my late progress through the southern countries, Mr,
Digby called forth every exertion of his personal credit, and in addi-
tionto conveyance for the wholeordnance,ammunition, and stores of the
army, he had actually provided carriage complete for 300,000 seers of
rice, which, at therate of one seer per day eachfor 15,000 men, amounteq
to twenty days’ provisions for the whole force, independently of other
conveyance, amounting to ten days more. The main body of the army
was assembled at Caroor, excepting the division with Colone] Forbes
which remained in force at Daraporam, ready to join at the shortes;
notice. Nothing farther was wanting but specific orders from your
Lordship and the Board, or from the Commissioners, to re-commence
hostility. :

I had still a plan of operations in view that promised to lead us
to the capital of Mysore, by aroute not less favourable than that which
we had been directed to relinquish, in case it should have been Jjudged
necessary to renew the war. This event became extremely probable
from the recent conduct of our adversaries. Previously to my arrival
at Caroor, a foraging party had been attacked, and an European
officer, who fell into the enemy’s hands, was closely confined at San.
karydurgum. The 2nd Battalion had been advanced from Gleneral
Jones’ force to the northward, and was entirely cut to pieces by Tip-

Poo’s troops near Cumalum ; while Tippoo himself, finding that the

a9

Southern Army was ordered to abandon his countiry, and that no
other force could venture to oppose him, persisted in his invest-
ment of Mangalore, and compelled that distinguished garrison at last to
yield to the necessity of famine, and surrender the place®
Notwithstanding the flagrant.treachery by which Mangalore was
lost, and the deliberate massacre of General Mathews,t with many
other captive English officers, the Treaty of Peace was mutually sign-
ed on the 11th of February, and exchanged between the Commis-
sioners and Tippoo Sultaun. The treaty specified the enlargement of
the Bushwanna, or Amildar of Palghautcherry, who had been detained
in order to give evidence concerning the murder of a party of Euro-
peans taken prisoners near Palghaut, at the time that Colonel Hum-
berton’s army was before that place. He was sent with an escort to
the camp of Nawas Begg, and from thence returned me his thanks for
the good treatment he experienced. This was the only subject of
Tippoo’s who had not been immediately released,although nearly 10,000
prisoners had been taken by us during the operations of the Southern
Army. The Commissionersalso directed to restore the forts and

gul, and to station a strong force there until the English prisoners
should be actually enlarged.

I lost no time in evacuating the specified countries; and on the
1st of April Colonel Forbes’ division moved to Dindigul, and Colonel
Stuart fell back from Caroor upon the province of Trichinopoly, with
instructions to deposit all the stores and heavy ordnance of the army
in that garrison. 'While we remained at Dindigul the troops in that
quarter suffered a continuation of fatigue, and were obliged to march
geventy miles to the head of the Outumpollum valley, to receive the
grain necessary for their current subsistence.

In obedience to your orders desiring my opinion on the most
advantageous mode of reforming and arranging the southern forces, I
had the honour, on the 26th of April, to express my sentiments on
that important subject, and suggested that the vicinity of Trichino-
poly was the most eligible position fora cantonmt-anb, where a strong
force, complete in every circumstance of ﬁelfl equipment, should at all
times be stationed. That the great deposit of military stores and
provisions should be formed there, with the field and battering train,

* Colonel bell marched off with his few remaining troops to Tellicherry, agree-
akly to :h:ngﬁml{o: with Tippoo, and died soon after, worn out with fatigue,
+ This party was put to death by the express order of Tippoo Sultaun.

~ countries of Caroorand Daraporam, but to retain possession of Dindi-
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pioneers, and main body of the southern artillery. That the Com-
mandants of corps should be charged with the carriage of their bat-
talion tents, stores, and ammunition, as well as rice, if requisite, at
the usual rates specified in the Company’s regulations. It was also sug-
gested, that-whenever military aid should be found necessary for the
interior business of the country, the Civil Chiefs, Residents and Su-
perintendents, should address their applications, not to the subordi-
nate officers casually employed in the different districts, bub to the
Southern Commander, in order that the requisition might be complied
with from the main station or cantonment of the southern forces. By
these means the troops wounld be preserved in a constant state of dis-
cipline, the jarrings incident to the detail of subordinate interferenco
between civil and military would be avoided, and every corps would
have a rotation of detachment duty. An immediate reduction of
peons, tynauts, and other irregulars was also recommended, to the
amount of 10,000 men, from whence a monthly saving of 25 or 30,000
pagodas would ensue. I flattered myself that the adoption of arrange-
ments proposed in that letter would have removed the deficiencies
under which the southern forces labour, and that, in the event of
hostility in that part of India, they would have added such vigour to
your operations as would have precluded a renewal of those calamities
which occurred during the late Carnatio war.

By the end of May, it became impracticable to subsist so large a
forco in the Dindigul country. A strong garrison was therefore left in
that fortress, and the division was withdrawn towards Madura, where
the Europeans and some native corps were cantoned. As soon as
the review of battalions was finished, which had engaged me for
several months, three battalions were detached under Captain Wheeler
to the Tinnevelly country ; and at the same time it became necessary
for me to move thither in person, in order to arrange a permanency
of payment and supply for the troops in that province. Some occur-
rences which happened thererespecting the Polygars, Catabomi Naigue,
and Shevigherry, were immediately communicated to your President,
and evinced the refractory disposition of that race, From Tinnevelly
T proceeded by Negapatam and Tanjore to Trichinopoly, in order to
provide by personal endeavours for the distress of the troops.

It nowremained for me to undergo a duty more painfulthan all the
embarfassments hitherto experienced. Your Lordship and the Board
found it requisite to order a reduction of many thousand independents
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and other southern Irregulars who had been raised by His Highness
the Nabob Mahomed Ally, During the whole period of misfortunes
to the southward they still bore the rigour of distress with a resigna-
tion unknown to Europeans. Among thesc mon there were the most
respectable soldiers of the East; some of them had followed their
fathers into the Carnatic in the days of Doost Ally and Anwaradeen
Cawn ; othersLad been in the service since the days of Chunda Saheb
and the deposed Ranee, or Gentoo queen of Trichinopoly ; many of
them had continued, since the campaigns of Lawrence, Clive, and
Issoff Cawn, in a constant series of military duty. To these
wretched adherents, an average of twelve months’ pay was due.
The misfortunes of the times rendered it impossible to discharge those
claims, for the regular corps of the army were not less in arrears.
Under such circumstances, to turn them adrift to misery, while the
country was in a state that could afford them no relief, would have
distressed the most unfeeling mind. They assailed me daily with
their sufferings, and the only expedient adopted was that promised
to combine the duties of obedience with the obligations of humanity,
by Girecting the Officers commanding the corps of those Irregulars,
to furnish me with rolls containing the names of each black officer
and sepoy under their command, specifying the length of service
and arrears of pay, in order that each of them might receive a certifi-
cate of his demand on the Company, to be counter-signed by the officer,
and by the Commandant of the garrison, with which the corps cor-
responded ; at the same time desiring a particular recommendation
of every individual who had any pretensions to indulgence.

This being finished, our next object was to disband the raw and
undeserving rabble, who had been collected during the distracted
period of the southern affairs, They were ordered to receive on the
first of each succeeding month, thirty days’ subsistencein grain, to be
continued until their arrears should be discharged. The ancient and
respectable part of those corps were to be continued on the rolls, until
we should be able to procure some adequate provision for so deserv-
ing a class of public servants. In neither instance, however, did my
endeavours prove effectual. The latter class of venerable veteransre-
mains unprovided for, and the monthly issuing of grain depending on
your renters and civil servants, it was not within the limits of my
power to enforce performance. So much was it neglected by the renter
of Trichinopoly, that after I left the south, these unfortuna%e victims,
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impelled by hunger, were driven to such excess in their endeavours to
procure relief, as obliged the military commandant to repress them by
force of arms.

To these painful incidents werc added the claims and distresses of
the army encamped near Trichinopoly.* The troops were accustomed
to endure twelve or fourteen months’ arrears with unexampled forbear-
ance, and the public followers, attendants on the army, had long been
strangers to any coin. When to this was added a failure of their daily
allowance of grainin lieu of batta, their case would have been truly
desperate, had not Tondiman advanced a month’s provision for their
relief. Such were the abuses of the renter at Trichinopoly, that in a
favourable season the place was menaced by famine. His disinclina-
tion to have a division stationed in the district suggested this mode of
effecting their removal. But by thismachination any troops less patient
than ours would Lave been excited to revolt, and the Fort of Trichino-
poly would have fallen to Tippoo, if he had thought proper to invest it
at that moment.

So urgent was our distress that I found myself obliged, without
any previous communication, to disperse the troops in quest of sub-
sistence ; the 78th to Tanjore, the Hanoverians towards Tripatove, a
large body of sepoys towards Madura, and other battalions to Mellore
and the Marawas. At the same time the 101st, and soon after the
98th, were ordered to the Presidency, to embark from thence for
Bengal, on their way to Europe.

Your Lordship and the Board were fully impressed with the
necessity of reducing the public followers and field establishment of the
army, in order to lighten the burthen of expenditure and to liquidate
part of those arrears already incurred ; but the protraction of the
treaty with Tippoo induced your Board to defer that measuve until the
mutual restitution of Amboor and Dindigul should be effected.
That event at last took place, while his cruel massacre was strong
in every memory, while his insulting treatment of those whom he
released excited general indignation, and while his detention of

* Such were the embarrassments and distress under which the different Presidencies
-laboured, that notwithstanding these incidents, the Treaty of Peace with Tippoo Sultaun
was generally considered as a measure eligible and necessary for the English in terests in
India. Itis alsoa prevalentopinion that if the negotiations had not been conducted under
some unfavourable circumstances, the distinguished knowledge and abilities of Sir George
Staunton were peculiarly adapted to procure the most honourablo and beneficial torms.
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two hundred English prisoners* seemed to pretlude all pacific
expectations

T hastened to Fort Saint George to lay before your Right Honour-
able President a faithful statement of your southern affairs; of our
proceedings and expenditure ; to explain the meritorious conduct of
the troops in that quarter, and the eminent exertions made by Mr.
Sulivan and Mr. Irwin at the head of the Civil department ; to prove
that even their abilities had not been able entirely to correct the
mismanagement existing in the southern system; and to point out
resources for the speedy liquidation of the army arrears, It was my
intention from thence to have embarked with my own Regiment for
Bengal, where I should have been senior Officer of the King’s service,
and second in command on that establishment ; but I could not think
of withdrawing from the southern station while any thing remained
for me to represent in behalf of your southern forces.

Permit me now, my Lord and Gentlemen, to offer my best apo-
logies for the tediousness of this recapitulation. It exhibits various
incidents in their rise, progress, and completion. In this view it may
prove not altogether uninteresting to that class of public servants, who
wish to derive after-information from past transactions. At all events,
I presume it has sufficiently evinced that our endeavours having prov-
ed less permanently advantageous than might have been expected,
arose from the circumstances under which we acted, and can neither
be attributed to me nor to the army I commanded.

It is fully known to your Board, that the system of conciliation to
which Mr. Sulivan and myself had rigidly adhered,t does not accord
with the opinions of any considerable portion of either service. Vari-
ous circumstances of contention had, for many years, excited enmity
between the Civil and Military. These habits of disunion were greatly
strengthened during the government of Sir Thomas Rumbold, when
the pretensions of your subordinate chiefs were cither established or
confirmed. By the regulations to which I allude, the commandant of
a garrigon or province came under the detail comnmand of the civil

* He hal them circumcised and enrolled in his service,

+ Notwithstandiug the dissensions that raged among all rauks of Europeans in India,
I had the good fortune to avoid every apecies of discuysion ; having neither exhibited a
charge, nor been the subject of a complaint from apy person in the country.
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chief. The chief received reports and parols, kept the keys of the garri-
son, and had directions of stores, magazines, and defences in the fort.
Hence it happened, during the late war, that the command was not
delegated to the military officer until the enemy were in motion
against the place. Then it was omly so delegated that the chief
might provide for his own safety, and throw the odium of surrender
on the commander. Thus, instead of & regular military control, a sys-
tematic animosity prevailed. The magazines were left without grain,
the garrisons without stores, and the country so destitute of orepara-
tion, that on the irruption.of Hyder Ali, the forts in the Carnatio fell
an easy prey to the invader. These irritations were too frequently in-
creased by military vehemence on the one hand, and by assumptions
of the civil service on the other.

As the natives of Hindoostan have little respect for any but the
military character, the Civil Servants, in order to acquire consequence,
have usually assumed a superiority over the military. Thus the Chief or
Resident was frequently held forth as the Phouzdar or General of the
province, who was prevented by greater objects from taking the field,
but whose mandates the soldiery were bound to obey. The recent
contests between Government and the Military commanders, together
with the unusual proportion of King’s Officers lately employed in Indis,
have unavoidably thrown into circulation a greater mass of opiniong
adverse to the civil service, and given a greater currency to military
protensions than could be expected from the officers of your own
establishment. To these irritating circumstances has been added the
extreme pressure of personal distress in a pernicious climate, where
there is perpetual hostility and continued fatigue.

During the late war many officers were obliged to sell their
furniture and wearing apparel, in order to prooure a scanty subsistence;
while others could not possibly find means of appearing as became
their station. If a pittance of their arrears was to be advanced, it
often came attended with circumstances so singularly disreputable,
that nothing short of penury could justify tho offer or accept-
auce. If in Company’s bonds, they were hardly negotiable ; if
in Bengal bills, the holders of them lost thirty, forty, or fifty per
cent. ; and if the payment took place in an out-garrison, the
discretion or caprice of the Paymaster alone determined the mode of
payment. Needy officers, at the mercy of such a superior, have fre-
quently submitted to receive a month’s arrears in rice, teas, wines,
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and other merchandize.* When these and similar incidents recur to
your remembrance ; when you recollect how patiently your troops

" have suffered, and how bravely they have fought, I am persuaded you

will admit that their present discontents are not ill-founded, and that
ir grievances call loudly for redress.
thelrlgtrils: ‘173‘; zhe good ordei‘ and efficiency of the military constitu tio-n
alone, Lhat the English dominions in the Kast can be preserved. .Tlns
is requisite, not merely to repel invasion, but for the current business
of your possessions, which you have never yet l')een a.ble to co‘nduct
without military power. If, therefore, an habitual mterventlon. of
the military in details of civil management, justifies the appellation
of Military government, there is no country on earth r:so pecu-
lisrly entitled to that designation as the English sebtlementf; in India.
Besides, as no country can be more habituated to convulsions, wars,
and revolutions, it follows that the public endeavours should be
strenuously directed to obtain perfection on the military system.
When we compare the discipline of your troops, and the consti-

" tation of your armies with those of other European powers in India,

the superiority is evidently with the English : but when we look back
to the days of Clive and Lawrence, to the smallness of their force, and
the magnitude of their achievements, we must confess that more recent
occurrences have exhibited a mortifying contrast. The history of many
years past is filled with the details of ourimpolioy. The best 1-fag1n1ents
of cavalry upon the coast were driven from the Nabob'’s service %o. the
enemy. Garrisons were left destitute of military stores at}d provision ;
shameful aggressions were committed against every na.txve power ‘;+
unjust wars were unskilfully conducted ; there were neither prepa,xlal—
tions, concert, nor precaution : forts fell at the first su_mmons ; detach-
ments were cut off ; armies were captured ; countnfas de'populated;
a ruinous contest! was concluded by & degradiog pacification, only to
make way for still more huwiliating events. The troops wero starv-
ing ; the treasury empty ; all credit gone, and a.ll ranks dissatisfied.
The empire of opinion by which we governed India, was thrown away;

* The distresses of the country, the want of money, and the calamities of war, rendered
. ticablo for ihe Board of Madras to prevent these evils; on the contrary, the
Y ant on flocted by that Government, under the pressure of such embarrass-

i tions e ; !
m:i::tz:tozzeg :;e sbrongest testimonies that can be adduced in proof of their talents,
m ) V

. sion. . .
foritude, end 1:;;01(;:“11 in our Treaties, T Woar of 1767 with Byder.
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and there remained a manifest impossibility of maintaining the terri-
torial empire, in its wasted and distracted condition.

These form but an incomplete enumeration of circumstances
that mark the hasty progress of ourdecline. The Arabs have fallen ;
the Moors have degenerated; the Portugueze have decayed ; the
Dutch have dwindled, and the Frenchare bereft of territory. All of them
have been great, and powerful, and conquerors in India; all of them
have paid the forfeit of misconduct. The English having attained a
loftiness of situation in the East beyond tlie most aspiring faney of
their rivals, are now precipitating from their elevation. Thus they
are leaving a monitory example to all future innovations, that no
energy of former achievement, or extent of actual power, can support
a Government while wasting with internal principles of dissolution,

If we are to look for a renovation of the English interests in India,
it must arise from such exertions as those of your Right Honourable
President. )

The difficulties with which you have successfully contended, the .

counteraction you have experienced, and your ability under ‘most per-
plexing circumstances, yield a well-grounded expectation that in the
prosecution of a general and digested reform, your labours would be
crowned with the utmost brillianey of success.

Of all the objects within your Presidency, the improvement of
your military system is the most urgent and the least difficult. The
discipline and mancsuvres of the European and Sepoy infantry, as well
as of your artillery and the few cavalry in your service, are founded
on the best models of Europe. It is asserted that before the war, their
appearance would have done credit to any service, while their gallan-
try and endurance form a subject of historical applause.

The officers on the coast are habituated to act in emergencies,
with a facility that few subordinate officers in Europe ever have a pros-
pect of acquiring.  Before an officer attains the rank of Captain, he
must unavoidably have been often charged with the command of
parties on distant marches, in the conveyance of stores, in the guard
of posts and strongholds, in the business of collection and menacing of
refractory. Polygars, together with every other series of duty which can
occur. ¥From hence it will be found, that there are few services indeed
where 50 many men possess the practical requisites of an officer, How
strongly have zeal, knowledge, and ability been exemplified during
the late contest by those who command your sepoy battalions. With
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what address did they soothe the sufferings of their soldiers, relieve
their wants, and restrain the well-grounded clamours of 'xznen, whoxfo.
the public necessities had left in extremity ?f d.isbr.essf ! These consi-
derations suggest the benefit of restminin.g mdlscnmm.ate ad‘mxssmn
into the service, and of selecting a succession of deserving officers for
the command of all your corps. . .
The higher orders of your service, no doubt,.possess in a still
stronger degree tho practical advantages now (1escr1bed.' 1}uh as the
military rise in India is by rotation without purchase, it 1‘3 scarcel:y
ossible to becomne a field officer in less than twenty years. Few co?stx-
futions are equal in that climate to so long a series of fatigue. Besides,
our field officers, in general, command the considerable garrisoxfs. As
:Ley regimentally belong to the four battalions >f your twc? reglments
of European infantry, these corps a}re frequ?ntly left to the junior Cap-
+9ins, who are solicitous of procuring appointments to the Sepoys, and'
take little interest in the discipline of the Juropeans, But may not
the command of an European corps be rendered permanent and ad-

© santageous, like those in England ? May not the condition of veteran
(-]

officers be rclieved by the establishment of half-pay, and the permis-

son to sell their commissions ? By these means, those who are disquali-
;ed for zealous exccution of their duty, might retire with & provision
sor their after-days, and give. o_pport,unities .of advancement to others
more earnest in pursuit of military reputation.

The growing strength and discipline of your enemies,and our late
disasters, point out the wisdom of Sir Eyre Coote’s requisitions for
an increase of Buropeans to form the central strength of your armies.
He maintained that at least 10,000 Europeanfx should be.constantly
complete for service in the threoc Presidencies. An objection has
arisen from the quick mortality, occasioning a burdensome demand
for new supplies of men ; but this may be, in a great measure, remedied
by salutary preparations for the reception of the recruits from Europe ;
by stationing them in healthy quarters, en.fc?rcing' regularity, and
restraining the sale of arrack and other pernicious liquors. ,

With regard to your Sepoys, the publ.ic should be W&tcbftll o
their discipline, and liberal to confirm their at:ta.chment. It is by
their good conduct that your settlements have h.ll:,herto been preserv-
ed, and to them you are to trust for afber-sta.bxhty‘. That theyhare
partial to your service, is evinced by recent experience. Let them
receive the common justice due to every soldier; let them be regularly
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paid, and enabled to maintain their families; let the wise institution
of admitting the children of wounded or deserving Sepoys, to be
enrolled and to draw pay from the battalions, be continued, and the
black officers treated with indulgence and respect. It is further re-
quisite that the mode of issuing pay be so amended as to remove any
possible imputation of fraudulent exactions committed against the
Sepoys by usurious advances of money in the moments of distress, by
undue stoppages for articles which either have not been furnished or
are overcharged, and by other unjustifiable practices. In that case I
will venture to pronounce, that while their expertness in manceuvre,
the interior economy of the battalions, and the conduect of their officers,
continue to inspire them with a sense of superiority, no probable
events can shake their adherence.

As the European officers on the coast are not generally conversant
with the country languages, every one aspiring to the command or
adjutancy of a sepoy corps should be directed first to learn the Moorish
or Malabar dialect.

Although I cannot persuade myself that it is judicious to admit
Pariahs, or outcasts into battalions, with men of reputable castes, yot
assuredly the mixture of Moormen, Rajhpoots, Gentoos and Malg.
bars in tho same corps, is extremely beneficial, for it stimulates by
emulation, and restrains all dangerous confederacies which cannot
escape the jealousy of contending sects. I have also recommended
tho corps of Topasses, or descendants of Europeans, who retain the
characteristic qualities of their progenitors. They form a check upon
the other native troops, and are more easily maintained in movements
‘of difficulty, for they eat any food like Europeans, That corps would
also become a nursery for hundreds of children who are lost to tho
community.

The expenses attending your cavalry, have deprived you of that
essential constituent of an army. Indeed, the strange impolicy which
drove four well-appointed regiments from the Nabob’s service to that
of Hyder, has left you with scarce a sufficiency of horse to form a
grand guard in front of your main army. All parties admit the
nocessity of augmenting that branch of your establishment, espe-
cially as your enemy* can bring more than 60,000 horsemen into
the field.+ But the extravagant yate at which your troop-horses are

* Tippoo Sultaun,
*+ The Mahrattas can bring 100,000 and the Nizom 60,000 horse juto the field.
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purchased, the still more extravagant price at which they are main-
tained, the unreasonable pay of your troopers, and the lavish allowances
to cavalry officers, render it almost chimerical to suggest the means
of new-modelling that service. \

Notwithstanding these objections, I had prepared a plan which,
if it had been my lot to remain in India, I should have submitted to
your consideration, for raisjing 5,000 horse at a moderate rate. The
troopers to receive only a small proportion of pay more than the
infantry, and the horses to be fed at a very reduced allowance, without
any farther contract, contingency, or extra charge. Thus the expense
of o cavalry establishment would be brought within the limits of the
coast finances. Neither would any engagements, on the part of
Government have beon required, except that the officer charged with
the execution should be ostablished in one of the great northern
stations, and that the Nizam and other country powers should admit his
agents to purchase horses freely throughout their territories. Lastly,
that Government should order all renters and collestors of revenue,
throughout the Company’s and Nabob’s possessions, not to charge more
than eight shillings, or one pagoda, per one hundred measures for all
the gram* furnished to the cavalry. This would allow to each horse
more than. three measures per day, at the rate of one pagoda
per month.

The artillery has become a main arm of military operations in
the system of Indian warfare, and has maintained a reputation hardly
surpassed in any service. I shall, therefore, only observe that the
augmentation of so ponderous a machinery is attended with unsup-
portable expenditure, and obstructs those sudden and unexpected
movements, by which the great events in India have boen achieved.
But whether it is to be continued on an extended or contracted soale,
the department. of stores, artificers, and conveyance, forming the great
appendage of the artillery, calls aloud for roformation.

I have already suggested the necessity of equipping every corps
with a sufficiency of artificers and conveyance, for the repairs and
movement of its own bgggage, stores, and ammunition. Thus they
will be at all times ready for emergencies, and the store department
will be relieved from a considerable embarrassment; for itisat present
¥ambered with musket ammunition,and variousother articles belonging
to the battalions.

* A kind of pulse on which horses are fod in Iadia.
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The numerous body of lascars, artificers, and other public followers
attached to that department, constitute the next objeot of consideration.
They should assuredly be regimented, or formed into corps, under the
command of European officors, responsible for their conduet, proficiency,
and regular receipt of pay. From the want of such a regulation during
the late distresses, all regular disbursements to the troops were impeded,
and the public followers were often shamefully neglected. Much benefit
would also be derived from separating the complement belonging to the
field and battering train, and from establishing in each cantonment a
Commissary of Stores, with the full equipment of every article necessary
to enable the division to which he belongs, to move on the shortest
notice, without reference to the storekeepers of garrisons, who are not
sufficiently under military control to be entrusted with military pre-
parations.

Itis further extremely requisite that your establishment of Pioneers
should be increased, not only for the sake of expertness and: dispatch
in the preparations of a siege, but to facilitate the rapid movements of
your armies. IIyder seldom maintained less than five thousand
Commooty men, or pioneers, who preceded his line, cleared the roads,
and enabled him to move with a celerity seldom equalled by Europeans,

The abuses and deficiencies in your bullock department,* have
long been the subject of complaint. When Sir Eyre Coote, in 1782,
required 30,000 bullocks to enable the Carnatic army to move with
effect, the total number octually serving with it did not, I believe,
exceed 9,000; nor has that army ever since been able to procure a
complement for distant operations. To- this cause has been chiefly
attributed thefailureof the Carnatic war. Indeed, the evil in question
seems almost beyond a remedy; for the prinecipal black men, who
used to engage their bullocks in your service, after spending their stoek
and straining their credit on the public faith, have been suffered to run
muster upon muster in arrears. At last, with more than twelve months’
unliquidated balance due to them, having lost many hundreds of their
cattle through fatigue and sickness, they are turned adrift from the
service with thoir few remaining oxen, without settlementand without
seourity.

It was not by such means that the English faith and character
became respettable in this country. There was a period, no farther

¥ The grea{ mass of army conveyance in India is performed by bullocks.
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back than the days of General Lawrencé,}! wh an the natives of Hindo. J
stan held the engagements of an English\h&a’ﬁet\\be unalterable ; /t.hey ’
represented him with all the attributes of préqua‘_g‘j; war, and of justice
in peace. Thus, confidence and veneration \‘V@’é‘%‘n}rx‘t‘ig],ed-‘fﬂtheir
estimation of him, that their sensations of secux~i6§r\avm§tronger under
an English authority, than under the best of their Native Princes.
In those days the purse of the individual was ever open to the public
exigency, for every individual confided in the faith and credit of the
public. Such were the steps by which the English rose to elevation
in India.

The next material object is the department of Engineers, includ-
ing not only preparations for besieging, but the defensive condition
of your forts. You have a respectable corps of Engineers, under an
officer distinguished for his talents of arrangement. A survey aud
report of the actual state and deficiencies of provisions, ammunition,
and other military stores, would enable you to ascertain the specific
complement that should at all times be preserved in every garrison of
Coromandel.

The inspection and descriptive report of all the southern garrisons,
which are the most important on your coast, have long ago been com-
pleted ; for, as soon as the army returned from the cuemy’s country,

" I requested Captain Byres* to undertake a survey of Tanjore, Trichi-

nopoly, Madura, Palameottah, and Ramnad. This he executed with
the utmost ability, and accompanied it with a statement, expressed in
accurate and comprehensive terms. There remains little, therefore,
except to bestow a similar attention on the other forts, and, above all,
most rigidly to enforee ohedience to such orders for replenishing the
magazines and augmenting the complement of stores, as your Engi-
neers and a Committee of Inspection may suggest. But vain will
these measures prove, unless the stores, magazines, and fortifications,
be subjected to severe and periodical examinations ; and unless the
Commandant of the plate be enabled to.enforce your instructions.
On the other hand, if the military storekeepers and oivil managers
be suffered to disregard all orders of the Commandant, in the direc-
tion of the magazines and preparations for defence, assuredly the res-
ponsibility in moments of attack should likewise be transferred to
them, that there might be some restraint, at least, on their negligence
or indiseretion,

* Chief Engineer to the southward, ’
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The late degrading scencs of surrender without resistance, ab
Arcot, Cuddalore, Permaul, and almost every ather place* where the
enemy made ary vigorous attack, have suggested an economical ex-
pedient of destroying many inferior garrisons throughout the country-.
But your Board will recollect, that everything was venal on the coast
for years before Hyder ventured an invasion. That he had secrotly
purchased the Killadarships of Arnce, Gingee, Carnatic Gur, Thiagar,
and various other posts of strength. These he filled with emissaries
of his own, who, on his first approach, secured the European officer, if
there was one, and surrendered; for those important places were
entirely garrisoned by undisciplined dependants of the Nabob. But
unless these or similar posts are re-occupied, filled with supplies, and
defended by regulars, there can be no security of communication and
subsistence ; much less can offensive measures be effected from the
Carnatic into the enemy’s country. It will further be found almost
impossible to re-people the Carnatic without forts and strongholds, for
the inbabitants fly from situations that afford no protection against
predatory cavalry.

Desides replenishing these inferior forts, the country cannot
be secure without better regulation in your considerable garrisons,
and a distribution of your remaining force into three great frontior
cantonments. The main, or central one, in the Carnatic, somewherq
between Arcot s¥a Vellore; the second, or southern one, near Trichi-
nopoly ; and the third at Ellore, or in some other novthern position.
The last would cnable you to act in defeuce of the Cirears, in coun-
junction with the Nizam, or ngainéb Tippoo’s northiern possessions of
Cuddapah and Kurnool, as circumstances may require. Were the main
body of your forces thus established, in a connceted range upon the
enemy’s frontiers, the movemeats of the Cavnatic army would no longor
continue circumscribed and inefficient as they have been ; neither
would Tipnoo dareto penetrate into your possessions, lest you should
retaliate with superior facility against his own.

But we cannot look for any permanent arrangement in the pre-
sent indefinite state of military command, while the power that
should direct, and the power that should obey, ave at open variance;
while the subordinates are at the mercy of contradictory orders from
contending authorities, nothing but counteraction can ensue. The
inferior officer looks not to his commander for preferment, nov cares

¢ Vellore and Wandewash were the only exceptions,
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for his displeasure, provided his acquiescence with the civil mlerest
can procure him an appointment.

The condition of the Commander is still more humiliating. 'With-
out weight to resist the encroachments of the civil service, his oppo‘si.
tion only exposes Lis weakness, and his compliance infallibly forfeits
the confidence of the army. He is, besides, involved in odious discus-
sions, and being overwhelmed with committee business, a very small
portion of his thoughts is bestowed upon the duties of his station.

-Hence, for years past, there have been no regular reviews ; no inspection
of the troops on the part of the Commander-in-Chicf ; no cnforcement
of the established regulations of the coast service ; andsso little encourage-
ment of parade duty, that the discipline of the army rests solely, at
this moment, on the meritorious attention of subordinate officers.

There appears but onc remedy for these inveterate evils. ‘While
the powers of a Governor and those of a Commander-in-Chief rest upon
a different basis, the passion for superiority will occasion violent and
dangerous collision. The mass of the civil service range under the
banners of the Governor ; the body cf the army espouse the cause of
their General. The first are able and united, the others are superior in
vehemence and number. The discontented of the civil service make
common cause with the military ; the obsequious of the military take
shelter under the wing of civil patronage. IHence, a general ferment
isexcited. The civil service prosecute their measures ‘with methodieal
assiduity ; the military indulge in clamorous cxcess. Thoe grounds
of discontent are commmunicated to the numerous attendants who sur-
round all Europeans ; from these they spread through other classes
of the natives, and extending over the peninsula, involve evAery Tnglish-
man in the hatred and contempt of all India. The Asiatics cannot
enter into European distinctions of participated power : 'while they
bebold Generals scizing Governors, and Governors arresting Generals,
they necessarily think ill of either situation.

So indispensable in all Eastern government is power undispuited,
and control without counteraction, that we cannot hope to sce a period
put to these calamities until authority shall issuf: from one souree,
and flow in one cqual, undivided stream. Were this the case, were the
powers of Governor and Commander-in-Chief united in the same person,
still subjecting all public acts of Government to the voice of a COU!.lcil or
committee, the civil and the military would forego their animosi-

ties; and instead of regarding cach other as contending squadrons,
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they would feel themselves confederate forces, acting under the same
leader. No longer would the deliberative plans for the conduot of &
war be thwarted by reluctant execution or actual disobedience, nor the
most alluring hopes of decisive enterprize be stifled by the sparing
hand that should support them. Neither can it be conceived that, from
this amendment, any disadvantages would result to the military. At
present they have the mortification to behold their leader without
power, influence, or respect ; in the other case, he would possess them
all.  'Were the same person Governor and Commander-in-Chief, the
officer next in seniority would naturally be entrusted with the general
conduct of the army, and enjoy consideration due to the second in
command of a great military establishment. Thus the ungovernable
fouds of party would be checked, and there would be some prospect
that the public welfare might engage the undisturbed attention c.
those to whom it was entrusted.
‘With regard to your civil service, it possesses many advantages.

The young gentlemen gent out in the capacity are, in general, well
educated ; and, on their arrival at the Presidency, are admitted to as-
sist in the business of the different offices, including nearly the whole
detail of public proceedings that can occur in any government. In
fact, such has been the salutary operations of these initiations, that
your Presidency alone has produced more men of extended capacity
in business, than could probably be found collectively in all the public
offices of Liondon. These acquirements are extended, as the individua]
advances in the service. He is successively employed as Paymaster and
Storekeeper of a garrison; Paymaster and Commissary of an army ;
Resident with a country prince; Superintendent and Collector of a
province ; or chief of a subordinate settlement in the regular gradation
towards Council and Committee. In each of these employments the

current transactions are more weighty, the responsibility more im-

mediately personal, and the duty more comprehensive than usually
fall to the lot of any unexalted individual in England. It isin your
power to direct towards important public purposes those useful quali-
fications, and to do away any existing imperfections.

Once more allow me to repeat the assertion, that no civil sorvant

whatever, entrusted with the charge of military stores in & garrison, nor

anyone holding an sppointment with an army, should ever be suffered
to eonaidar himanlf ar indanandant Af tha MNammondand TR canatinn
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and discord can take place; for experience ascertains that the main
contentions in India have arisen from the collision of interfering pre-
tensions. These cannot exist where the mutual relations of obedience
and command are pointedly defined. Every officer obeys, with satis-
faction, the orders of your Board, as the ruling power of the coun-
try ; but very few will submit, without reluctance, to the mandates of
subordinates. When military men, therefore, have had transactions
only with the Board, your intentions have been cheerfully fulfilled,
whereas, in all instances of inferior interference, ruinous dissensions
have been generated. Let me add, that the strong enforcement of
obedience by military trial, renders them more prompt and useful
jnstruments of public duty, than those of the other service, who are
under no control, and who, by hazarding an eventual, but improbable
dismission, may commit repeated aots of disobedience with impunity.
Thus far my observations have immediately referred to apuses in
your military system. But what avails the improvement of that sys-
tem, which is only useful to protect your possessions, if waste and de-
vastation are suffered to render them hardly worth protecting, and
unequal to support the force on which their safety must depend.
I have already stated that the ravages of the enemy are by no means
the greatest evils of which those countries have complained. You have
geen misery in its worst aspect, the misery of famine, within the bound-
hedge of Madras; you have seen, under your own walls, the infant
dying for want on the breast of its mother; the old and the young, the
parents amd the children, mingling their last groans and expiring in
your kennels; you have seen whole families of spectres in human shape,
digging into the entrails of a dead carrion; and, when these means

‘have failed, surrendering themselves with a truly Asiatic apathy to the

wild dogs and vultures that waited to devour their carcasses. You
have seen, for months together, hundreds of dead bodies daily covering
your streets, with circumstances of horror too shocking to enumerate.
Nor is it within the bound-hedge of Madras only that the internal wast-

ing of the country can be traced ; during twenty-seven months of con- 1
tinued movement through a large extent of your dominions, the duties '

of my station familiarized me with the whole gradation of territorial
abuses. They are not less palpable and distressful than those with
which you yourselves are personally acquainted.

It has been already stated, that the ravages of the enemy are by
nomeans the greatest evils of which those countries have complained.

{

i
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While the territorial management of the countries now assigned
to the Company remained with the Nabob, the oppressive practices
undoubtedly prevailed, that multiply exaction through every Lastern
government. Indefinite claims and arbitrary impositions fell heavy
upon the Polygars and other tributaries, The head Renters and
Amildars of districts, as well as all inferior instruments of collection;
were impelled to harass the inhabitants, not only to satisfy their own
rapacionsness, but to feed the avarice of their superiors, for they knew
that the only tenure by which they held their appointments was the
- frequent repetition of a bribe. The finances of the Durbar were
involved by an unmethodized expenditure, and wasted on worthless
Europeans at home and abroad. At length the disbursements essential
to the current business of the country were totally obstructed, and the
urgent claims of powerful individuals introduced the destructive
practice of granting tunkaws, or assignuents, on particular districts ;
in consequence of which the holder of the tunkaw considered himself
to be vested with the power of collecting the amount of his assignment,
within a certain space and period, by the most outrageous means. A
band of ill-regulated soldiery and burdensome retainers consumed the
produce of the country, and disturbed the labours of the farmer ang
manufacturer. These causes of defalcation in the Nabob’s resources, at
amoment when the exigencies of the late war demanded the utmost
energy, afforded the strong argument of urgent necessity for transfor-.
ring his territory and revenues to the uses and direction of the
Company. But the truth and justice of these arguments can remain no
longer than that necessity on which they rest; neither should it be
forgotten that, during the government of the Nabob, no European what-
ever, excepting those in his service, was permitted to have any interfer-
ence in the country. Lhe English, therefore, were exempted from the
odium of personal interference, ov rather the rod of Moorish despotism
was contrasted with the milder attributes supposed to characterize an
English administration,

The case, however, is widely different, since the Company assumed
the sovercignty. The transfer of authority from the establisbed ruler
to an alien power, no doubt filled the natives with distrust, in lieu of
which your Committee of Assigned Revenue have, by their eminent
cxertions, substituted confidence and security. They have abolished
the destructive grants of tunkaws and other abuses in the management

of the country; they have exhibited great ability as well as un.
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Llemished integrity ; and they have rendered the revenues extrem'ely
productive in most unprosperous times. It was not, hf)Wt?ver, possﬂ)l:
for them entirely to repress the misconduet of inferior instruments
who are eager to perpetuste oppression M.ld to.enforce unusual mea-
sures by unprecedented means. The situatlo.n of the coEmtry' rex.ldered
it necessary to continue the practice of renting extensive districts to
the highest bidder ; although every precaution was adopted to prevent
the abuse of power, still the collections could not be enf.orced.. unless
an unrestrained authority were vested in the renter. His object too
frequently is, to ransack and embezzle, that he may go oﬁ: at last
enriched with the spoils of his province. The fact is, that in every
part of India where the renters are established, not only the ryot and
the husbandman, but the manufacturer, the artificer, .ar'ld every othf.ar
Indian inhabitant, is wholly at the mercy of those ministers of public
exaction.

The established practice throughout this part of the Peninsula has
for ages been, to allow the farmer one-half of the produce of his crop
for the maintenance of his family, and the re-cultivation of the land;
while the other is appropriated to the Circar. In the richest soils,
under the cowle of Hyder, producing three annual crops, it is hardly
known that less than forty per cent. of the orop produced has been
allotted to the husbandman. Yet renters on the coast have nof
scrupled to imprison reputable farmers, and to inflict on them extreme
severities of punishment, for refusing to accept of.sixteen in the
hundred, as the proportion out of which they were to maintain a
family, to furnish stock and implements of hus.xba,ndry, cattle, seed,
and all expenses incident to the culbivatign of their lands.. . Butshould
the unfortunate ryot be forced to submit to such conditions, he has
gtill a long list of cruel impositions to endure. He must labour week
after week at the repair qf water-courses, tanks, and embankments
of rivers. His cattle, sheep, and every other portion of his property
is at the disposal of the renter, and his life might pay the forfeit of
refusal. Should he presume to reap his harvest when ripe, without a
mandate from the renter, whose peons, conicopolies, and retainers
attend on the occasion ; nothing short of bodily torture and a confis-
cation of the little that is left him, could expiate the offence, Wou'ld
he sell any part of his scanty portion, he cannot be permitted while
the Circar has any to dispose of; would he convey anything to a

» The black agents who manage the whole detail of collectionin the digerenb diatricts.
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distant market, he is stopped at every village by the collectors of

'Sunkum or G?.bella, who exact a duty for every article exported
lmported,.or disposed of. So unsupportable is this evil, that between,
Negapatam and Palghauteherry, not more than three Lundred mil

tlxe.re are about thirty places of collection, or, in other words, a taxeis;
levied every ten miles upon the produce of the eountry; tlm’a mvanu:-

: facture and commerce are exposed to disasters hardly Ies’s severe tha
! those which have occasioned the decline of cultivation. .
But these form only a small proportion of the powers with which
the T'enter i3 invested. He may sink or raise the exchange of specie
at his own discretion ; he may prevent the sale of grain c:)r sell it’ ab

the most exorbitant rates ; thus, at any time he mal;, ax;d frequentl
does, oceasion general famine. Besides maintaining a useless rabblg
whom he employs under the appellation of peons, at the public expen ,
he may re('luire any military force he finds necessary for the l:;ugin:e,
?f oppression, and few inferior officers would have wiicht enousl o
Justify their refusal of such aid. Should any one, howeverndis ut;l fhl o
powers, should the military officors refuse to prostitute m’ilita.f')y serv(')se
to the distress of wretched individuals, or should the Civil Sn perint;f:
dent remonstrate against such abuse, nothing could be more pleasing to
the renter; he-derives, from thence, innumerable arguments for n?m
performance of engagements, and for a long list of defuleations. But-:

there are still some other not less extraordinary constituents in th
cormplex endowments of a renter. He unites, in his own person, all the
: branches of judicial or civil authority, and if he happens to be a ﬁramixle
' he may also be termed the representative of ccelesiastical jurisdictio i
- I will not enlarge on the consequences of thus huddline into the er: .
i of one wretched mercenary all those powers that ou"Tlt to congt'tsotn
the dignity and lustre of supreme executive authorit;. e

At the same time it is but justice to remark that those observati

cannot be, with truth, confined to the countiies under renters appoi lzus
; Py the f)ompany. The interior management and economy of I')lp ; -
/in despite of the representations of Mr. Sulivan and the ex};mrt s ot
j Mr. Smertz, is still more wretched. So wanton and iniquitoss is th
1 sway of despotism there, that the goods of the merchant, or carri e
| frequently seized by order of the Durbar. If an indiv;dual e'r, o
incautious enough to display Lj ab's ministors selnos
e g play Lis wealth, the Rajah’s ministers seldom

| :::1 ill he .15 caught and plundered. Whips, scourges, thumb-screws
\ other instruments of Indian torture, are daily applied to thc;

tions of
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unhappy subjects in every cutcherry, or court of justice, throughout
the country. Every one, therefore, who possesses either gold or jewels,
buries them in some secure spot, and entrusts the sccret only to the :
most confidential of his family. Hence, almost the whole specie of the
country is diverted from the purposes of circulation ; and an enormous
annual loss of treasure is thus oocasioned by the frequent removal and
extinction of families in that distracted territory. By these means the
most fertilo, and once the most populous spot upon the globo, is
already marked with the distinguishing features of a desert.

If I am rightly informed, a survey of the Circars, a northern
torritory of Coromandel, would also oxhibit a melancholy picture.
Neither war nor convulsions have afflicted those distriots for many years,
since they havo been under the territorial administration of the Com-
pany, or of Zemindars dependant upon that authority. The desolation
must, therefore, be still more unequivocally imputed to internal mis-
management. .

‘When we recollect the original object of the English settlements
in India, the benefits of a commercial intercourse with its once in-
dustrious coasts, we find that it bas long ago been overwhelmed beneath
a mass of territorial concerns, assumptions of sovereignty, and wanton
extension of dominions which our situation renders us unfit to govern.
Fow of those who are employed in the Company’s service will submit
{0 the tedious drudgery of mercantile proceedings; they aspiré to fortune

throngh the more magnifying medium of contracts, paymasterships,
cosidencies, and chiefships. The native merchants, Armenians and
others, who conduoted the trading business of your coast, have suffered
so severely during the late distresses, as well as by the abolition of all
confidence and publie credit, that they have removed to some less pre-
carious situation, or else remain inactive in the hopes of better times.
Neither would the present condition of the coast admit of any imme-
of re-establishment from commercial exertions; for the
ce are the produce of your lands, and the
I have already traced the decay and ap-
ubjects.* What, then, is

diate means
staple articles of your commer
labours of the manufacturer.

proaching extirpation of that useful olass of s

¢ These observations concerning the declige of trade, and the extirpation of manu-
facturers, muat not be considered as entirely applicable to every spot upon thg coast.

There are mauy villages to the southward, and also to the northward, where there
gtill rernains a sufficiency of weavers to form an investment if properly managed,_ and I
have beeu assured, on good authority, that the French and Daugs have lately contrived to

export cousiderable cargoes of coast googds.
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to constitute the object of exportation? What is to yield the means of
cireulation, credit, and resource? From the southward you have at
present no investment; in the Carnatic you have no remains of former
industry ; in the Circars, hitherto undisturbed by any foreign enemy,
I understand you find it difficult to load one annual ship for Europe.
If the train of this induction be not false, what hopes can you enter-
tain of lightening the public embarrassments, while every resource in
your Government is wasted ?

Your predecessors left the country expiring under a complication
of calamities. That your wisdom and exertions should have found
mweans to prolong its existence under such a crisis, exceeded the expec-
tations of your most sanguine friends, and excites the admiration of
your bitterest opponents. You have already applied the firm hand
of undeviating retrenchment to every branch of the public expenditure;
and labouring under unparalleled impediments, you have persevered
with a vigour and integrity, of which there was no example in the
East. By this conduct you may justly assume the merit of preserving
the Carnatic, oppressed with the formidable invasion of native and
European powers, and the more mortal wounds inflicted by the
governments that preceded yours. But meritorious as retrenchment
undoubtedly is, you feel the inefficiency of that alone to restore the
public vigour, How are you to liquidate the fifty lacs of pagodas due
by your Presidency for services actually performed or value received ?
from that sum, when audited, you cannot possibly make any diminu-
tion ; to attempt such a measure would forfeit the whole integrity of
Government, or at least would be declaring the Indian public insolvent,
aud compelling their lawful ereditors into & disreputable composition.
You have already heard the clamours excited by supposed injustice
in the prosecution of economical reform. Too severe a retrospect is
always odious, and seldom beneficial ; and in the present instance
would prove destructive of equity and public faith., Perhaps it may

be better to lovk forward, and instead of invalidating establighed
claims for past services, to take care that every future charge shall
accord with that just proportion, which should ever exist between the
disbursements and resources of the treasury.

Your debts, on their present footing, are destructive of gl] pub-
lic welfare. With a wise and permanent management, one year’s
revenue* of your country ought to equal their whole amount. Under

* About fifty lakhs of pagodas, or £ 2,000,000,
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any well-established system of public credit, so inconsiderable a pro-
portional sum, at the close of 2 calamitous war, would. hardly cause a
perceptible inconvenience. But consider to whom and in what manner
this amount is due: it has been incurred in a series of five years of
protracted and growing arrears, in all the fractions of pay, batta, extx:a,
charges, and allowances to civilians, contractors, soldiers, sepoy:s, arti-
ficers, camp followers, and all descriptions of men co.m.lected with the
peace or war establishment. If the unfortunate individual, urged by
savere necessity, though he must not hope for money, should demand
a certified statement, he is harassed with a long and fruitless attend-
ance; the auditor disputes his vouchers, and contests his claims. If
at length the certificate should be granted, it remaing an useless
docket, on the credit of which he can neither purchase, nor procure
one single article of life. Your Government has exhibited a political
phenomenon unprecedented in the annals of mankind ; a State or pub-
lic, indebted almost to every individual in its service, and yet the func-
tions of authority continuing unimpeded by any serious commotion,
Several circumstances, however, have sufficiently denoted the hazard
of such a situation, i
‘When the embarrassments resulting from a treasury exhausted, a
country desolate, and a credit ruined in the prosecution of a destruc-
tive war, impelled you to direct that all allowances of batta should
cease, at a period when the arrears of- the army and distresses of the
country rendered that indulgence, or more properly, that right of the
army, peculiarly indispensable, the remonstrances and vigorous mea-
sures adopted by the military, evinced the public danger of uniting the
individuals of a communify against the Government. There is but
one alternative, you must either liquidate the arrears due to your es-
tablishment, or you must risk the loss of India: If Europeand Bengal
unwisely should withhold their aid, that liquidation cannot possibly
take place, but by the re-establishment of your own credit and finance;
these, as well as commerce, are the offspring of cultivation and manu-
facture, which can exist only by industry and population. Your
endeavours to re-establish that natural relation of things have already
crowned the measures of your administration ; and when carried to
their full completion will add to the merit of having preserved the
Carpatic from destruction, the distinguished character of having
restored it to prosperity.
It would jll-become me, in addressing the Government of an exten-



62

sive country to enlarge on the detail of means by which this restoration
may be effected. Permit me, however, to suggest, that the legislative,
judicial, and executive regulations, neccssary to the prosperity of au
Indian Government, are neither complicated nor refined. 'There is
one maxim peculiary applicable to that country,—that there is no evil
more dreaded than innovation, nor any duty more sacred with the
natives than custom. Let this truth, then, be the unalterable beacon
and directory in all plans of renovation respecting India, where the
continued repeals and fluctuations incident to European establish-
ments, excite the utmost dread and detestation.

The mode of restoring prosperity to your territories is, in my
opinion, extremely simple. These countries experienced the refinements
of civil polity aud regulation, suited to their condition, ages before they
ever heard the name of Kuropean. You have only to restore thc
general form and tenor of the Indian jurisprudence; and where that
system, overrating thc pretensions of superior castes, tends to the
violation of natural law and public welfare, there the rigour of Gentoo
enactments should be mitigated without destroying the established order
and gradations of the country. DProtect the poor from the oppression of
the great; restrain the despotic violence of the native leaders ; and let
every one within the limits of the English influence feel that he is
safe in his property, his person, and his life. If this were actually the
fact, the husbandman, the labourer, the manufacturer, and the merchant,
would very soon fly from every corner of Hindustan to take shelter
under a Government that respected the sacred rights and established

institutions of their ancestors, while it afforded personal security and

independence, the offspring of an English polity.

The country still abounds so much with sheep and cattle, that the
full complement for all the purposes of labour and subsistence would
soon be re-produced; the towns and villages would be re-peopled, and the
fields re-cultivated with a rapidity unknown in other climates. Such is
the natural fertility of those countries, and so strong their propensity
to reproduction, that the quick renewal of abundance, industry, and
commerce, is the necessary consequence of security ; which implies the
protection of every one in the possession of his own, by restraining all
from the forcible or fraudulent appropriation of that which is anothers.
Neither is the celebrated Dr. Smith’s remark less worthy of observance,
that it is the height of impertinence, even for any public body, to
interfere in the private concerns of individuals, Ilow much more
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pernicious must the pressure of that system be, which delegates to
every subordinate instrument of public authority that privilege of
individual interference, not for public welfare, but for selfish purposes,
at the expense of the property and labours of the subject ?

While the Company holds the territorial management of the coun-
try, it is to be dreaded that this happy renovation cannot be accom-
plished ; because your civil servants, by the constitution of your estab-
lishment, are under no restraint but those of their own sentiments.
Every one knows that orders are nugatory where you cannot punish
disobedience ; and the severest denunciation of your displeasure against
a civil servant, only dismisses him from a service, which the very act
that incurs your censure probably enables and inclines him to relinquish,
The expedient of military interference in the business of interior
mansgement is still a more egregious violation of all good policy and
public trust; for though military men are far more proper to be
charged with specifio orders than civilians, because they are answerablo
for disobedience with their lives, yet the exertion of the military arm
in the detail of civil regulation implies s total abrogation of all ecivil
rights, and deolares aloud that no power prevails but that of force.

You have already found that, ruinous as botl these modes undoubt-
edly are, they seem mild and reputable, in comparison with the onl y
other means of management that it has hitherto been found practicable
to adopt with success in any part of India—the delegation of territorial,
anthority to native agents and black renters, who have no tie whatever
of character, permanency, or situation, to restrain them from the com-
nission of outrages too atrocious for any Huropean imagination to
suggest. What then remaius but to perform anact of equal policy and
justice ?  To redeemn the English name from the general imputation
under which it labours of violating the rights and honour of our best
adherents, of coveting the possession of friend and foe, and of a total
incapacity, from situation and coustant change of system, to manage
what we so usjustifiably acquire? Disprove the allegation. Restore
the country and the sovereignty to its rightful owner, the Nabob;
emancipate the TRajah of Tanjore and all other Rajahs, Princes, and
Zemindars belonging to your coast, from the vexatious interference of
the civil, and from the rough assumptions of the military power ; employ
the former in the proper duties of their station, in the business of office
and investment, and, in pursuance of your favourite system of retrench-
ment, reduce their numbers to the proportional diminution of demand
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for their services. Would they acquire fortune, let them look for it,
not in the spoils of districts, but in the prosecution of commercial
operation. As for the latter, confine them to their garrisons, stations,
and cantonments ; suffer them not to be scattered through the country,
and remind them that their business is not usury and exaction, but
discipline and war. To give effect and popularity to this’salutary
alteration, their professional emoluments ought to be sufficient, without
any aid from indirect acquirement.

Should the Nabob, the Rajahs, or the Zemindars, take advantage
of your indulgences, and endeavour to withhold their stipulated pay-
ments, shew them that lenity and justice are neither the offspring of
indolence nor weakness, but, on the first symptoms of their persistence
in such delays, march a body of troops to enforce your orders, make
them pay the expenses of the expedition, and teach them that you will
not suffer misconduct to pass unpunished. You have likewise to restrain
every class of Europeans, the merchant only excepted, from mingling
with the natives; for when they are familiarized with our practices,
they cease to respect our virtues in the just abhorrence of our crimes.
Above all, let it never be forgotten, that in the present state of national
depravity, wherever a latitude of ‘power is lodged, whether in civil or
military hands, the eye of justice must be more piercing, and her sword
more severely pointed against delinguency, before you can hope to
restrain the repetition of abuse.

The restitution of the revenues and sovereignty to the Nabob will
no doubt.be opposed, on the former grounds of unwise and prodigal
administration ; but this evil may be remedied. You will also recol-
lect, that the waste and prodigality of the Durbar arose from the
rapaciousuess of Kuropeans, who never ceased to prey upon the Nabob ;
but misfortune has fallen heavy on the hoary head of Mahomed Ally,
the pioture of European treachery is drawn in colours too strong to be
ever effaced from his remembrance. At any rate, let him be removed
from the Presidency, the chief seat of intrigue and corruption, and
Europeans; let him be re-established in the ancient capital of bis
Government ; let that capital be restored to its former splendour. He
will there be rescued from the ruinous intercourse of powerful and
designing adventurers, and the country will rejoice that there is
again a rightful sovereign.

But it will be asked, how shall you restrain the Nabob’s Govern-~
ment from the detail of individual oppressions, arbitrary exactions, and
frequent violations of the rights of property and persons incident to
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Asiatic institutions. 'To these, let me answer, that the protection
the country, and an adequate appropriation of the revenues for the
sport of your establishment remaining in your hands, it becomes
1 to preserve a” controlling authority sufficient to restrain abuse.
o annual amount of sums dus, services to be performed, rents to Le
id to the Circar, and gross produce of every village or mugamun on
) coast, have been accurately recorded for ages in the cutcherries or
blic courts of the districts. Should a manager or renter exaet more
iz the stipulated or wonted sum, refer to these records as the com-
n and statute law of the country in all cases of revenue; if the
ans of private admonition to the Durbar should fail, let your Board
Government be the tribunal before which the cause is cognizable in
y last resort ; for, it is presumed, no inferior jurisdiction could-give
itence between the Nabob and his subjects. Should any servant of
» Circar attempt to seize the property or restrain the person of an
wabitant, let the injured party, if all inferior means of justice fail,
ve ultimate recourse to the same superior and controlling power.
t the rulers and the ruled feel, that under the sanction of an En glish
vernment, the poor as well as the rich are entitled to protection.
will throw & shade over any casual failures if you eurb oppression, and
18e the pure streams of English justice to unite with Indian jurispru-
108, and both to flow in the channels of saered immemorial usage.
It must be confessed that the power to restrain, implies also the
wer to commit abuse; and if such ministers of public vengeance
involved the Carnatic in the war with Hyder, were again to consti-
o the Government, it would be fruitless to suggest a thought of
ormation. But this letter is addressed to a Board distinguished by
orous and persevering integrity. We all know that your minds
1ot be swayed by any improper consideration; and that the animosity
party, though it may distract, has not been able to prevent your
nest endeavours for the public welfare. It may farther be presumed
it the attention of the nation is so awake to the state of India, that
» succession to the government in the different Presidencies will
aceforth be composed of able and upright men, or else, that all
sectation of preserving these settlements will for ever be relinquished,
It is & truth palpable to every mind at all acquainted with poli-
al economy, that no country whatever is more favourably situated for
y support of public credit, and extensive circulation, than India. The
8s of treasure has been so widely diffused, the avowed possession
private property so insecure, and the mode of pecuniary transac-

~
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tions so disadvantageous, that any Government, on whose integrity and
stability the natives durst rely, might form the greatest bank of deposit
on the globe. To the influence derivable from such an Institution,
would be added the benefits of circulating bank or public securities in
lieu of specie. Those benefits are proportioned to the extent of country
in which such notes or securities can have currency ; to the quantity
that may be safely issued, and to the probable length of time that they
may remain in cireulation, as well as to the gain derivable from the
intermediate application of money, when not needed in the bank.
The profit on bills of exchan ge, discounting bills, granting cash accounts,
and other operations of banking companies, are also considerable. In
all these particulars, India possesses peculiar advantages. The range
of circulation is more extensive; the probable period of the notes
returning into bank more distant; the rate of money higher; the
transactions more numerous, and the profits on each transaction
greater than in any ether country. IHad such an cstablishment of
government security existed six years ago, your Presidency could not
have fallen into the state of degradation which it has experienced,
nor would it have been oppressed with a mass of paltry debts, whose
amount, in their present state, may possibly overthrow the government ;
but which, with the aid of such a bank, could not, for a momnent, have
obstructed the career of public service. In thatevent Hyder, so far from
ravaging your country and menacing you within the walls of Madras,
would have been quickly driven from the Carnatic and from his own
dominions. Such an establishment would attach all classes by the ties
of private benefit. It would subject to your influence every Princs in
India, by enabling you to supply his wants or to support his adver-
saries, according as his conduct merited your friendship or resentment.
I similar proceedings have exalted the Seets and other private soucars
throughout Iindustan to a weight and influence little short of princely
power, what might we not expect from the operation of such a machij-
nery in the hands of a Government whose wisdom, justice, and stability,
should entitle it to public confidence.

If it were possible to suppose that these suggestions should ever
grow into effect, we sheculd no longer dread the courts of India
. meditating our expulsion ; for the adoption of these suggestions im-
plies such vigour or interior management, such increasing opulence,

such strictness in the detail expenditure, such respectability of warlike
Preparation, and so direct a course of liberal policy towards all the
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either remove theil-\qx}n&v, ()1‘b<;l:i<; cviuce )
ssir incapacity to subvert a fabric built upo‘n 89 ;,; r::uathe cc;nd'm 0;‘ &
I have now, my Lord and (tentlemen, laid be 2 gou t edj"sipi;é’c/e/
your southern provinces, and the tenor of pub L.L\, jm %aged e
u honoured me with that command. After baving .i‘am-lyxm 1B;ed .
\barrassments under which we laboured, and the me;m; € ezt e
crcome them, I have dwelt with pleasure and acknowledgm "o
ertions of Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Irwin at th.e head of. you;'l so:lx e
cennes ; as well as of Mr. Digby and Mr. pr.pesley, n ot- ert. epdne
ents of civil service. 1 have repeated the sentlments'of obliga xox; e
Colonel Stuart, Colonel Forbes, and the other semor officers o

i them. It has also
trenuous support I received from :
o partion . r minds with a strong and

Toae o

ountry powers, as would

my, .

n my particular endeavour to impress you
:ting);el:lse of the merits of your southern troops, and I shall feel the
ghest satisfaction if my representations shall procure for them any
rtion of your indulgence, due by indisputable claims. .

With regard to the observations subsequent to the narrative of

1ose proceedings in which the southern army was engaged, they refer
» the causes which occasioned the decline of our affairs upon thfa .coast,
ad to the conduct that appears best suited to provent a repetition of
milar disasters. These considerations, and the motives which .have
iduced me to submit my opinion to your Honourable Boarq, will, I
‘ust, incline you to receive them with indulgence, as the we.ll-mtended
aggestions of one whose zeal to promote the public sgrvxce egoeed;
ther his abilities or opportunities of information on this f!omphcate
nd important subject. Few persous, however: have en_]oye(} nﬁore
wourable occasions of inquiry into the local clrm_lmst'anf:es of t os:;
srritorics. 1 am conscious, t0o, that prejudice and partiality haye hfa
o influence on my mind. It only remains that I should apologlzledor
1e tediousness of this address, and repeat my warmest ackif)v:l 8 g;
1ents for the very flattering marks of ‘pu.bhc conIﬁdeP(;]e :s 1:he Z:st
rere pleased to repose 'in me. Mo;t c?rdlally; 1;1;;)1 o v;:d,integrity *
xpression of my gratitude, that the vigour, . , Lutegrity ¢
our conduct may procure to you the distinguished honour of re g

lish interests in the East. '
e Elnssgh;slll now take my leave of your Lordship and tho Board, and

id adicu to the subject of India.
T have the honour to be,
My Lord and Gentlemen,
Your most obedient and very faithful servant,

W. FULLARTON.
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