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EXTRACT FROM T1HE PRCCEEDINGS OF THE Boarp ¥ REVENUE,
dated 30ih January 1854.
liead the following. ’ .
¢ REVENTE DEPARTMENT.

No. 10.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 4th January 1854,
Tead the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue.
(Here enter 24ih November 1853 No. 551.)

1. With the above Extrpst from their Praceedings, the Board of Revenue submit with
their support, & proposition from the Collectar of Trighinopoly for fixing a uniform rate of fax
on individual trees 1o hia District in'lieu of the ¥atious unequal, and 1o many cases cxcessive

rates that now obtain. The rates proposed in substi-
Mango, Jack, Tamarind and Eloopay iution are specified in the margin, and are regarded
at 4 As. each tree per anmam- - " by the Board of Revenuer to be exceedingly reasonable.
Cocoanut, Orange, bitter Orange and ‘T'he immidiate effect of the measure, it is stated, will
Time, at 2 As. each tree per annum. ,  be a trifling loss of Revenue, but the gain will be
Gooscberry—1 Anna.. = "~ certain by tlre.encotvagement held out to the people
Wood apple andN ut—6 pice each. to plant extensively, and thus repair the devastation
Palmyra «.eeeeeuen ..o .4 pice perannum. occasioned by the storm of March last.

2. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council does not quite gather from the Col-
Iector’s report, whether. the trees to which his present proposal refers are those only which grow
in unoccupied lands and wiethqr the trees in the Ryots assessed lands are exempt from tax,
The Board state that in their opiaion the reviséd rates shounld be charged only in cagses where
no-separate assessment is levied on the land the trees gvow on.  1f this be not now the case,
the loss ot Revenue from the proposed change will be pomewhat more than tha Board calculate,
but the sacrifice in any event will be inconsiderable, and there can be no doubt that the principle
laid down by the Board is the correct one-again, some of the trees in the Collector's list, the
Orange and bitter Orange, the lime tree, the Nut tree, the Gooseberry and wood apple tree, are
scarcely fit subjects of taxation, and might, it seems to Government, will be exempt in Trichi-

‘ ' --nopoly,. a8, in Tinnevelly. The small number of

. Only found in two Taluqs‘.' " Palmyra trees and their frobably small value in an
Toriyoor ......ccovuiniunn... 1,670 inland District would lead the Government to
Volcondapuram . .......... 416 extend thq.exemption. to: them aleo. .

. 2,088, which

at 4 pice per tree. the rate propased by the
Collector, would give a yearly revenue of
Rupees 43 only.

y , Ammss. 8. On the whole the Governor in Council re~

Jango tree ...... seovsdefostiinnes 4 solves to direct that the rates proposed by the Col-

T M AT VRPN 3 gector, 28 per margin, be charged on all Mango, Jack-

[amarind.........cviiininrenniinii. ¢ Tamarind, Eloopay Oil and Cocoanut trees, growing

Eloopay ..ecco ivsniiivianniiiiiccs © 4 soattered-in unoctupied lands that such trees when
Cocoanut ....oeeen.vovnineare. 2

ST soeee-ee 2 growing in the Ryots boldings and for which he pay,
Orange, Bitter Orange, Lime, (3oose- a land assessment, be exemptg from demand, ami 1:?1{1:
berry, Wood apple, Palmyra, & Nuttree. - thd tax on the other treés born in the Collector’s list

be henceforward foregone.
. (True Extract.) °
‘ (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
. Secretary to Government,
*

°
[ R

» ; ' -

Ordered also that 1 Oopy of the former be cimulated to ll ‘e
they will report as carly as practicable, whether a rule similar ato Collectors with a request that

. ‘ ) that sanctioned in ‘Trichino-

Poly for_the taxation oﬁt scattered trees in unoccupied lands, may net with advantage 11)?: inti-fduced

into their Districts, with such modifications as the circumstances of each District may require,
(True Extract & Copy.) '

To | T W. H BAYLEY, Secretary.
P e ‘ : Ce AR

The Collector of Medura -~ . '

-
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No. 42,
Maduora, 13th March 1854
Frowu
R. D. Parrer Esq.
COLLECTOR OF MaDURa.

To
W. H. BavrLey Esq.
SECRETARY TO THE BOARD oF REVENUE,

ForT SaINT GEORGE.
Sin,

1. With reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue of the 30th J: anuary last
I have the honor to forward a Statement shewing the rates of tax levied in the District on vari.
ous descriptions of trees.

2. The Sanction of Government refers to such trees only as grow scattered on unoccu-
pxed lands, and it is stated that the Collector of Trichinopoly, on whose suggestion the regulation
of tax now proposed was founnded, expects that the peop'e will be mduced thereby to plant
extensively.

3. I woald submit to the Board that how ever advanm«requs may be the planta.tlon of
Topes, for which great cncouragement has been already granted, the phmtahon of scattercd trées
is an impediment to the spread of Cultivation ; for the Tree owner may not wish to cultivate the
particular field, and if another person cuitivates there is one owner to the Tree and another to
the land. The Crops are injured by the Tree owner‘gofug to his irec, and also by the shade,
Moreover the Collector is perplexed about the tax. - When the land pays Teerws, the Tree
should be excused, but they belong to different persons; if the tax be remitted, one Ryot gets
all the profit of the T'ree, paying nothmg, and the other all the loss, paying for the land on
which the Tree stands. The accompanymg tfopy ofa * letter.fmn tho Collestor of Tinnivelly

further illustrates my meaning. ,
4. 1 am strongly of opinion, that ifa person wishes to. plant Trees he should take up

land for the purpose; and if it were fully known to all that the land tnx only would be levied
I believe that this arrannement would be preferred by the Ryots.

5. DBut there are"l’rees argently rcqumng indulgence which are not alluded to by tbe
Goevrament. These are the Trees in old Topes which pay high rates while the new Topes aft-
er 20 yem’s exemption will be charged with the land tax only. What induccment is there
now to the proprietors of old Topes to take cdre of their treee or to replant as they decay or
become fruitless ? I would strongly ,\'ecommend that the cdse of the old Topes should receive
the consideration of Government with' a view to’ a ‘reduction of taxation; and T would venture to
express my opmlon, that ng measure will efféct tbeu- preservut:on in the face of the great favor
shewn to New Topes short of the entirc abandonment of the tax of trees and substitution of the
tax on the land. To.do this seems to me only donsistent with the object of Government. That
object is to multiply .Topes and will be defented as well by the decay of Old Topes as by the
failure to plant new oncs.

6. On éxamination of the ‘Statement it will be seen that-the average tax on Mango and
Tamariod Trees is already less then 4 annas; but that Jacky Bloopay and Cocoanut will gain
by the change; the last mentioned very:considerably, but they are chiefly grown in Topes which
are included in the St,atement for the sake of shewing the average taxation.

*14th December 1850.

?

Statement shewing the different rates of tree tax in Madura and Dindigul, whicli was
carried to the J amabundy account of Fasli 1260.
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Frox .
B. Cunrirre Esq.
St SECRETARY TO THE DBOARD OF REVENUE.
Te
R. D Parrer Esq.
COLLECTOR 0% MapURA.
SIR,

I am directed to forward Petition No. 2038 of 1854 bearing your Endorsement of the

9th Juae 1854, and to request that you will inform the Board what will be the eftect of carrying

out in your District the principle adverted to in Board’s Circular Qrder of the 30th January 1854

of collecting the land in preference to the tree tax, cxcept in the instance of scattered trees.

Revenue Board Office,
Fort Saint George, I have t}é(iar}lonor to be,

?nd November 1854. Your most obedient Servornt.

B. CUNLIFFE,
Sub Secretary in chorge.

No. 40. Madura,
27th March 1855.
To
THE SECRETARY TO THB
Sir Boarp or REVENUE.

>

With reference to your letter of the 2nd November 1854 I have the honor to submit 2
3tatement exhibiting the los3 of Revenue which will ensue from collecting the land tax on all
Topes in this District now paying Tree tanx & I beg to refer the Board to my letter of the 13th

March 1854 in which this change is carnestly recommended

The total loss it will be seen is put down at 5147-12-0.

All Topes will then pay land tax only, except such as belong to Government and arce

per odically rented.

Topes paying tree tax Rs...... 7652 8- 1 I note marginally the Revenue drived hoth
Tax on scs_xttgxed trees ....oavienn, 11840-10- 7 from Topes of atl sorts and scattered 1lees in
Topes periodically rented. ... ,. 43376-14- 2 Fasli 1262 when I took a detailed account from
— the Talugs.
Total 23900~ 0-11

Board’s Petition No, 2038 of 1854 is herewith returned.

R. D. PARKER,
. Collector-

—— —— .

Statement

shewing the Number of Topes with tax in the District of Madura.
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No 48.
To the Secretary to the Board of Revenue

Sir,

I have the honor to state that it is true, as mentioned in the accompanying Petitiou
No. 2130 of 1853 that the Petitioner’s Palmyra Tope paid from the time it was planted till Kusli
1249 on the fruitful trees alone and on them at the rate of 5 Pice per trec only. lun Iasli 1250
Mr. Blackburne altered the assessment to 8 P. for bearing and 5 for unfruitful trees. In1251
he oxcused the latter. From Fasli 1252 to I¥. 1258 inclusive, the unfraitful trees were exempt
and the teerwa on cacii bearing tree levied at 5 Pice. In Fasly 1259 and 1260 the rate levied
was the same but un-fruitful trees were included. In Fasli 1261 the Sub Collector in charge
raised the tax on fruitful trees to 8 Pice, continuing that of 5 on the unfruitful trecs.

It appears to me that as Palmyia trees are as uscful for olays and timbers as for fruit,
such as do not bear should not be exempt, but that the rate on no Tree should be higher
than that originally charged viz. 5 Pice. I have already however in my letters of the 3th
March 1854 and 27th March 1853, recommended that only land tax should be levied, hut as it
would be improper to anticipate the Boards decision by an endorsement I beg to submit the
Petition for their orders. 3

Madura, R. D PARKER,
3rd April 1855. ° Collector.

No. 1141,
Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue dated 14th May 1855.
Read letter from the Collector of Madura dated 3rd April 1855 No 48.

The Board observe that the general question regarding the substitution of Tasx ou
lands for that on Trecs is now under the consideration of Government, and on receipt ot their
orders the Collector will dispose of the Petitioner’s case agreeally thereto

(Signed) B. CONLIFF, Sceretary.
Revenue Department.
No. 2901.
TExtract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th October, 1855.
Read Extract Minutes of Consultation dated 31st May 1803,
(llere Enier No. 655.)

Resolved that para 12 of the Board’s letter to Government dated 2nd April Tos5 N
813 be communicated to the Collector of Madura, for his information and guidance
(A trne Lxtract)
To, R. D. Parker [sq. G. S. FORBES,
Collector of Madura. Ag. Secretary.

Extract of a letter from the Secretary to the Buurd of Revenue to the Chicl Sceretary
to Government dated 2nd Aypril 1855.

F »
» *

From Madura 13th Morch 1854. Para 12.  The Collector of Madura has furnishedaa
statement of the trees taxed in that Districs: but astees
Rs. A P in topes are included in it, the Loard are unable tomake

4 Sweet Orange...... creeas 174 215 - 2 any specific 1-emnnnendut'19" in regard to the O 1*‘_‘“{5
5 1Me ceerererrrnreenenenn. 93 - 7-3 taxedin Trichinopoly. They have hm\vc\'_m' no hesita-
7 Orange ......... I 64 -4 - 4 1tion in reconnnending th:\_t the trees no.lu«l in the margin,
9Nuts ...... veereeere... 40- 5 -6 should hercafter be free {rom tax, leaving it to the Col-

10 Cotton .. .nounennnn.. 76 <14 - 4 lecter to exempt from this rul‘c SL}Ch asare iuclu:!ozl in
11 Gooseberry ............ 97 <12 - 7 tepes.  The loss of Revenuc in Iasli 1269 supposing 10
12 Wood apple ......... .. 12 - 2 - 9 deduction necessary Ou tl:xs account, would have been
13 Pomegranate ......... 1_.8-10 only Rupees 735. The Collector will be requested to
14 Guava ..... Cereraeninaen 9. 6-11 furnish a revised Statemcent of scattered trees in unoccu-
15 Pumplemose ............ 0-8-5 pied land of the 5 kinds !nxe.d‘ n 'I‘rlch}nopoly and give
16 Hill orange ......... 30 - 2- 9 his opinion as to the advisability (.)f taxing Palimyras at
17 Wild Gooseberry...... 0 - 5-11 all, as at present they seain to yield only Rupees 313
18 Camala ........ L 0-3- 5 though itis known they abound in the District and yicld
20 Bamboos 19 - 9 - 1 considerable pr;)ﬁt.
21 Che a‘k svesgergeserssy 11 - 7 -3 * : o
ey - (A true Extract.)
735 - 0-6 G. S. FORBLS,
-_— Ag. Secretary.
To, R. D. Parker Eeq.
Collegtor of Madura,

13
No. 114
5! §
To the Sceretary to the Board of Revenue.
L, ’
: ‘ the honor to reply to the extract from the Proccedings of the Board of
aveuue @ ¢ v9th October 1855 relative to the Tree tax.

s .
% .- * arde old Topes paying tree tax I cannot express my opinion that they
F?'ﬁould be adges - #ith the land tax only more strongly than 1 have already done in my letter
withe 19¢h Marceh 1854, I there observed “ that no measures would effect their preservation

the face of the great favor shewn to new Topes short of entire abandonment cf the tax on °
ees and substitution of the tax on the land.”

B
3. From the enclosed Statement it will be seen that the loss of Revenue by the
- .gsure may be calculated at Rs, 6536,

4. Topes now rented out are shewn by the Statement to yield a Revenue of Rs.

. t6.  For some of thesc owners can be found, and will doubtless take caré of the Topes if

rendered to them on the land tax. If the others were made over to the Villagers in

“4pmor T hould fear that they would in general be neglected. I would therefore suggest that

::&.=11e e .-.be sllowed to use their discretion on this point. From the change in regard
§gen‘_m' N he probable loss may be put down at 1000 Rs.

’-\} 4 Topes rented for 15 years exhibited in the Statement were mentioned in
! le :* ~ th June 1855, The original planter is supposed to have been the Nuttam

“:mindar, i. .z since deceased without heirs and his estate assumed. These Rents must neces-
v-ily remain. .

i 8. As regards scattercd trees. Trees grown on Enam land and on Puttah land paying
_ ¢ ent 2ve already free by the rules of the Madura District. For want of sufficient inform-
;f..}‘;_.-;,_ : mplaint however some in both desiptions of fand have heen brought to the
Towdi o ceonnt. Twoes 1n-Buokyards have hitherto paid except those belonging to Bramins

f.gdée«vgem?;zons which I have ordered in the present Fasli will cost the Revenuc 867

From Board to Government dated 7. The Board are mistaken in supposing that
wd Aprﬂ' 1833, para 12. Palmyras abound in Madura. On the contrary they
; [orE--Fhlmyras abound in Tinnevelly. are rare, and a large proportion of what exist are

N situated in the Shevagangah Zemindary. It is almost
r;;possnble to obtain Palmyra rafters for building except occasionally from imports by Sea. The
“31 number of scattcred Palmyras in the Ayen Talugs, liable to tree tax is 5829, and the

3 Revenuc derived therefrom according to the present
oy e ~ rates 225 Rs. Besides these t}.xere are some Palmyra
: Topes paying on each tree, which are included in the
p N recommendation contained in the 2nd Para.
’ 1 8. I would strongly d :
& X strongly deprecate the exemption of
2 \ scattered Palmyras from taxation. 7he new Tope Rules

16 1

xS

afford ample encouragement to individuals to plant
tracts of country with these trees; but total exemption
would operate as an inducement to place trees here and
Jand for cultivat, there & th-“s present an impediment to the accupation of
: cultivation- Some of the Palmyra rates in this District are however much too high, All

'
t



Revised siatement of scattered trees of certain descriptions in the District of Madura & Dindigul.
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CIRCULAR.

No. 2505.

REVENUE DErPARTMEBNT.

Ectract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th August 1856
) Read the following .
REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
No. 748, "
Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 18th July 1856,

Read the following Jetter from the Commissiouer Northern Cricars.

Submitling copies of correspondence with the Acting Collector)
of Gluntoor, regar ding the number rgt‘l{)r;lrr}'/l'll %ld D%e ![ .
trees in the holdings of Ryots of the Trelook of Raypully . . N
and /lluzzqu{(//zerr:;}/ being {/zc/uded in the Abkarry furm, (Here enter 17th April 1856, No. 43)
and proposing that should it be determined to exclude |
these trees from the reat, a remission of Rupees 2,200 |
should be given to the renter. J

The Comimissioner Northern Cricars submits a correspondence between himself and
the Acting Collector of Guntoor, originating in a petition from certain Ryots of the Talook pf
Raypully in that District, claiming exemption from the interterence of the Abkarry Renter in
respect to the Palimyra and Date trees situated on their Pustah land. The Commissioner has di-
rected the exemption of the trees in all the Lalooks but two, on the ground of ’ghe small amount
of revenue concerned : and he submits for consideration, whether such exemption should not be
extended io Raypully and Mungulgherry, the two excepted Talooks, where the number of trees
and the amount of revneue are more considerable.

s 2. In Extract Minutes of Consultation, 31st May 1853, on the subject ot tree taxation,
Government declared their opinion (para 7) that trees on Puttah land ought to be free ot addmoq-
al tax. This however contemplated primarily the case of trees planted by the Puttahdar; but it
may be doubted whether the trees now in question have been so planted. There are tracts of
country, especially in the vicinity of Hills, where the Palmyra and Date grow in great numbers
on land never cultivated ; and when a Ryot takes a piece of such land, his claim to own also the
trees standing on it and to hold them free of tax, is clearly different from what it 13 in the case of a
Zamarind trce planted by himself in his garden. In the present case the existing practice of in-
cluding the trees in the Abkarry -rent has prevailed for above half a century ; and the Acting
Collector fairly urges this fact a8 an argument against any right on the partof the Puttahdars.
T'here is nothing in the correspondence now before (Government to show that the Ryots planted
the trees referred to ; but their right is atgued from the injury supposcd to be doné to their erops
by the renters, which injury however the Acting Collector denies.

3 On the whole, the Government are unable to sec that the course recommended by the
Commissioner is at all incumbent as a matter of justice. They do not approve of the trees having
becn relieved in some Zalooks and not in others; and for the present they desire that the exemp-
tion be recalled, and that all trees be left liable as hitherto to the Abkarry rent. The Government
are aware however that some inconveniences to the Ryot are involved in the prescunt system, and
they are desirous to give him relief so far as this can be done with due regard to the security of
the revenue. But they wish the relief to be general, and not confined to one District; and the
system followed must therefore be one’ applicable to all. They resolve to communicate these
remarks to the Board of Revenue, and to request that they will take up the subject and report
upon it with reference to the circumstances and the present practice of all District. 1{it should be
ultimately decided that a Ryot taking up land is to become thereby proprietor of all trees stand-
ing on it’ whether tax payingor other. it will be proper to enact some rule whereby the case of
land so containing trees should be specially brought under view of the Reveuue officers before it
is occupied, it may be determined whether it is fit to give it to the applicant or not.

(A true Extract,)
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government

. ORDERED to be communicated to all Collectors, who wi ¥ i i -
vailsin their Districts with reference to the inclusion o’f Date amlil ;'egfn;rt:},l et?::sc %fleﬁv;:)ltcs}} hr(ﬁg-
ings in the Abakrry Farms. If relief be deemed requisite, the Collectors will sugaest the arrange-
ments which gecur to th'em as likely to afford it without any undue sacrifice of rovenue or of the
rgghts of Govergment. 1_‘he financial effect of an  exemption such ag that proposed by the Commis-
&loner should be approximately stated, whether the exemption is advocated or not, as well as the
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rules eonsidered necessary regarding the  occupation of land on which treex not planted by the
ryot occur. ‘ . )
(True Extractand Copy
G. S. FORBES,

Secretary.
The Cellector of
No. 193.
To
" Tre SEcrETARY TO T1IE BoARD OF REVENUE.
Sir.

L4 ST .
With refercnce to the Proceedings of the Board dated the 1\%1) Ultimo No. 2565,
T have the honor to state that in this District, the Abkarry Farms inctude no’ Trees' whatever,
the Abkarry Renters being left to make their own arrangements with tho owners or Renters ;
who under Regulation I. of 1820 arc precluded trom cxtending Toddy or Arrack therefrom for
sale on their own account, ;.

The orders of the Baard to exempt from tax Trees standing in enltivated land  were

0 distinct and strong, that in :this District the teerwa has been take‘n';otf in all cases that have

comne to notice without enquiry by whom the Tree was planted; but it is tho Rule not to gt:anb

land with fruit bearing Trees on them for Cultivation: and in cultivated fields where the - Lree
tax excceds the tax on the land, the former is takén and)the latterexcnsed. '+ - : :

Madura, R T T ' R. D. PARKER,

11th Scptembcr 1856, - Couect(n'.

O]

< “ume

Extract Sfrom-the Proceedings of the Board of. Reuenué, dated 22nd January 1858,

‘ In the order of Government noted in tho margin the subject of

Extract Minutes of Concul the taxation of topes and trees was considered, and Governmant
tationy 31st- May 1835, No, 654, after expressing its views desired the Board to collegt the inform-
in Con. 29th October 1855, R. D. ation necessary to carry them into action on those points where
immediate orders had not been given, Circular instructions werce

Para 17, L . ... ancordingly. sent to the Collectors, but as observed by Govern-
* Rajahmundry. ment, the required information was not to be obtained “even
Masulipatam, . in the Districts withoat much careful enquiry” and reperts from
North Arcot. the 4 Districts* named in the margin are still to  be received.
Tinnevelly. As however it i3 the expressed wish of Government that the

subject should receive early attention the Board -procced to
seview those Reports which have reached them.
. Y . . . e
) ; . . ) . N - . ) . ’ ’ ‘l
2. The subjects divides itself into two main branches. : :

L. - The restoration of old topes to the heirs of their original planters or other fit
parties on an engagement to pay the ordinary land assessment whenithey have fallen into the
hands of Government, in consequence of their abandonment by their proprietors owing to
exorbitant taxation in excess of the-ordinary lnnd assessment. L T S R R

II, The gexn‘er;;' system of taxation to be pursued towards scattered trdes or topes
on waste and unagsessed land. .. S SRR P P

0ld Topes. - G ‘3. On the first point the following information has been collected.
Ganjam. 4. From the Acting Collector’s report the topes in this District

No. 2948,24th July,in Con. arc generally private property, and are taxed not for the trees
4th August 1856, - 'but for the land on which they stand.  Z’he tax scems moderate,

: except at Byrce and Itchapore where the rate for betel-nut
plantations is represented to be Rupees 20 per acre. This requires revision, and the whole
system hag apparently the fault of regulating the taxation by the product cultivated and not by
the quality of the land-~but this will be rectified in the general Revenue Survey. -

. 8. There are however a few topes regarding which the Board will except the more de-
tailed report which is promised atter the next Jummabundy. 399 acres of ground plzm’tcd with
cocoanut frees by Major Evans now ray a Revenue of Rupees 2,140 or Rupecs 5-6 per acre.

acrcs assessed at Rupces 95

1y

They are at present rentoed out for a term of 5 years, .rmd when _the lease expires it will be de-

sarving of consideration whcthgr they cannot be advantag eously

Aecres, : assessed at the ordinary rates for the land and made over to

x Moherty...286 Mango trees their present occupaats or to other pm‘:ties in permanent oc-

Soorada... 56 Orange do.  cupancy. There ard also some topesx in Moherry and Sooradah

T which are now rented out, n{)p:tre{ltl}f on an annual money

payment.  Bat it is not shown who planted the trees, or on what principle the rent'is fixed, and
it may be found advisable: to fix a suitable land tax, and give Puttahs for th_ese also

Vizagapatam. 6. 1n this District nothing remains to be done to carry
No. 935--8th, in Con, 19th out the views of Governmment. - There are:no topes under . the
March 1856, Collector’s management and the entire revenue obtained from

A ' ~ scattered trees is only Rupees 482-13-0.  The greater portion
of this sum or Rupees 353.0-0 is derived from Palmyra trecs, and is got not by a tax on ejch
tree ““ but by a fixed rate of takation on the land occupied’ agrecably with' rates agtc_gd to’mutfx;
¢ally by the propristers and ryots in former times, It does'not fluciuate and is moderate ‘in
“amount.” - e ae 0 o0 . .

4. Mr. Smollett observes that the only parts of the District that are embellished. with

fine topes and ornamental timber are the ancient Zemindaries-- and he attributes this to: the

, Government Zope rules of 1848 not being sufficiently liberal

C. 0. B, Vol. 1, page. 442/ - and ehcouraging.: Hec' considers that Government should

: : undertake tht planting’ot topes on a large scale to supply the

timber and firewood which is becoming searce, or should imitate the liberal policy of the Zemndars

and grant cowles in perpetuity at a pépper corn rent to private partics who undertake” to plant
topes on waste land. ’

Gundoor. 8. In this District also the Collestor’s Report shows' that
_ little can be done to carry out the views of Government for al-

No.: £252, 27th September, though the old topes amount to- 883 occupying 4504 acres of
in Con. 21st October 1856. land, they are not so over-taxed that it would be a boon to give
R them to their ancient proprictors or present renters on the

tarum assessment of the land. On the contrary the Tarum asscssment amounts to Rupees 8,157
while the annual revenue now collected is only Rupces 5,493, 'so that the supposed extra taxa-
tion does not exist. These topesused to be assessed on an cstimate of their produgce—one half
Leing in most instances taken as the Government share,—~but the present mode of settlement is

to rent them for periods of from 3 to 5 years, the rent being based “uppn the average of pre-~
« ceding fuslics.” : ‘ .

9.+ The Collector states that from imperfect information & the changes which have taken
place, it is nqt.pQSgblg:»pioﬂ o distinguish those topes which were originally planted by private
individuals from thése which are.the property of Government. But his enquiries show that in

the instancess noted in the margin, the oc-

x No- of Topes. dcres. Tarum assessment. Offer. cupants or the villagers agree to take the

, ‘ }15. Rs.  topes on permanent oceupancy at rates equal
165 733 C 5125 1,125 to or somewhat in excess of the Tarum as-
\: 18 - 72 103 157 sessment. ‘These ofters do not differ much

, _ ) from the average reut of late years, and the
Collector proposes to gl\','C.PU“!th for them in all instances at the Tarum assessment, supposing
with corrcctness that this is the desire of Government. °

_.10. Offers have also been made for the permanent oceupancy of 107 other topes, com-
prising 619 acres, on an annual payment of B~upees 483, but although this sum exceeds the aver-
< age rent by 7 _()kper cent, it.is far below the Tarum asséssment.
.. Rs. For the remaiming 593 topes, now yielding an averace rent of
« Averagerent .........28¢ Rupees 4,050 but occupying land assessed at Rs. 5,653 rio offers
Offer...qyevers s .o s eenns483  have yet been,made, and the Collgetor Jjustly considers that for
Tarum assessment...... 127€ alltgiles% topes the. present system of renting must becontinued

. : until ofiers: are made for taking th g . at
Tarom assessment. Such offers will perhaps be made in;some, jnstztf?ces,:a\xyl‘llle}ilggll;?: nftrlgesatcotxgz
into bearing, and meanwhile Mr. Newill thinks that it v guld be advantageous to rent out these
igg(t:s. on lgnger leases of 10 or 12 years, a pr’oposz_ﬂ whie ,‘ha‘s- the Board’s coneurrence when the
topes.ls not much below the land tax and the applxqagts arc likely to plant and take care of the

Nelloy is District ¢i ) |
re. 11. TIn this District circumstances are stjl] more adverse

than in Guntoor {or surrendering the old Topes to claimants in

No. 1428, 281, A

2nd May 1856, | 1‘)1'11, i Con- Permancncy on payment of the Zarum agsessment. 7he state-

ment which accompanicd the Collector’s letter shows .that the
oy fopes are 2821 in number, and occupy 4057 Goortogs, or 12,592
3,000 while the present annual revenuc is only Runees 3,108 - - .
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12.  The Collector states that it is impossible now to ascertain. with precision how far
topes have been given up from exorbitant taxation, nor arc the descendants of former proprietors
at preaent known. The topes are gencrally * the remnants of old ones and are not considered
“ profitable” so that no hope exists of the land being desired solely on accownt of the trees upon
it, except for the purpose of cutting and #elling the timber, after which the land would be
thrown up. Perhaps as land comes into more demand for agricultaral purposes under the re-
cently modificd assessment, offcrs may be made for the land on which these topes stand, and
when the offers come from substantial and respectable parties the land with the trees upon it
may be given to them; till then the renting system must continue. The letters of the Collector
and Sub-Collector show the care which is necessary to guard against parties advancing claims to
topes solely for the purpose of cutting them down. '

Chingleput. 13.  There arc no ald topes in this District regarding
which a change of system is necessary. Oa the introduction of

No. 263—19th, in Con 22d. the ficld assessment, the former Muctah or fixed money rents,
January 1856. werd “ with some rave exceptions” commuted for the survey
rates of assessment. Where the old Muctah payments still con-

thiue it is because they are lower than the Tarum assessment would be, so that tHe hoiders of

the topes do'not wish for the change. Here therefore again the topes labour under no excessive
taxation.

South Arcot, 14, The circumstanees of this District are precisely similar-

to those of Chingleput. Most of the topes are on lands which

No. 1457, 30th April, in Con. pay the ordinary land Revenue, und a few Government topes,

5th May 1856. yielding a small annual sum of Rupees 1,362-9-0 have continued

to be rented out because the ryots refused to.oocupy them per-

manently on payment of the land tax. My. Hall thinks that under the new modified assessment offers

will be made for them, and if so they can be accepted ; but the Board cannot support the Collector’s

proposal of remitting 1th of the Tarum assessment when a tope is kept up, *“ the full beriz be-
“‘ing invariably levied when the land is cultivated with a crop of grain or any thing else.”

Tanjore. _ 15. In this District there are no topes

_ . which have lapsed to Government from over-
No. 1642—10th May, in Con, 2d June 1856. taxation or other causes & now call for notice.
Trichinopoly. 16. The present topes are limited to

' 10, and occupy 31 cawnies of land assessed
A afiter No. 18903-——20th Mar. in Con. 12th April 18568, at Rupecs 159—3—6. They now yield a
: rent of Rupees 280—4—0 and the Collector

advocates their being made over to the ryots at the ordinary land tax. This can be done.

Madura, - ~° 17, In this District therc arc a num-
ber of petty topes as shown in the following
' No. 2042—31st May, in Con. 8th August 1856. ‘statement : o
 Extent Land tax. DPresent Revenue.
No.  Cawnies. Rs. A. P Rs. A. P.
Topes paying tuee tax .. 1313 763-% 125 7 6 7,660 12 0
Do. rented omitting 4 held ) )
on longleases ....ccovvees 381 394-4 927 3 5 2,345 8 4
Total.........1604  1137-1 2,051 10 11 10,006 4 5

The Collector does not state when these topes were planted, or how they fell under Circar
management, but represents that they are coming into disadvantageous competition with the
new topes planted under the rules of 1848, which are exempted from taxation for a certsin num-
ber of years and then pay the land tax. Mr. Parker, therefore
From Collr. 13th i Con. 20th repeats the strong recommendation which he made in 1854, for
March 1854 all these topes being assessed at the ordinary land tax. For
To Govt. 2d April 1855. some of the rented topes claimants can be found, and he con-
From Govt. 31st May in Con. siders that the Collector should have a discretionary authority
29th Oct. 1856, No. 655, R. D. to make over the gthersto any respectable parties, since giving
them up to the villztfe community would probably lead to their
neglect or destruction from jealousies and disputes. The immediate toss of revenue in this Dis-
tnict by giving up the topes will be about Rupees 7,000.

Salem. 18. In this District the survey agsessment included .all

the cunlturable lands whether occupied with trees or otherwise,

No. 172~6th Jany. 1836, in but the mistake was committed of fixing the highest rate of the
Con. 19th March 1857. village on all land occupied with trees without reference to the

intrinsic quality of its soil. The consequence is that some Jands'

on which- copes were planted have been abandoned, and the trecs are now rented out when no

/it however adyis
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new party domcs forwatd to apply for the l.and at its TamEn assessment. Here it is obvi_ousiy
‘proper to place all these lands on a level with others of a similar ¢lass which were assgssed n re-
ference to their quality only. The immediate loss of revenue from thisreform would be inconsider-
able as the total lands only amount to 1863 acres with an . assessment -of Rupces 3,543. The
portion now rented out appears to be 945 acres, assesgable at Rlupees 1,083; while the renting
system produges a revenue of R\lpees_2,663. ‘The difference between these snms.or Rupees 680
would thus have to be given up, but it would be also proper to relieve the other lands which were
placed at the survey in a higher class than suits the quality of their soil on account of thie trees
which had been planted on them and the total assessment to. be struek_oﬁ may be estimated at
Rupees 1,200; but this would probably soon be made good by the cultivation of some lands which
are now left waste. s . L : :
o 19. The topes in this District under the Collector’s care
. Caimdatore. . . ate very inconsiderable. Those which now yicld any’ revenue
T N , . are 38, ocoupying-218 Cawnies of laitd and they give a revenie
: No 4855—30th, in Con. 17th of Rupees 97—8 while the ordinary land tax would amoumt 'to
January 1857, RBupees: 214—S8, cight petty topes only, which stand on 11
e S . .cawnies would gain Rupces 7, or the difference between
e o Rupees 17 and 10, by being assessed at the: land tux instead
of one the present system. There are also 48 waste topes which like the eight petty topes just
mentioned can in {uture be assessed at the ordinary land tax when applications are made for the
ground.on which the trees stood, but no parties have yet come forward and the CoHeotor  states
that in 21 instances the land tax exceeds the rent which the topes used to yield.

Malabar and Canara- + 20. * There are no lapsed topes in these Districts, such as
» are contemplated in the order of Government. The plantations
No- 19 20th December 18306, or topes in Malabar, which the Collector has under his su-
in Con. 3d January 1857. - perintendence are on escheated lands, and they are mandged on
No. 1127, 29th March in the revenue system which prevails throughout the District.
Con. 7th April 1856, This system is capablé of improvenicnt, but the Collecgor
R S rightly observes that ““ a change will involve the whole subjeet
“of a gencral Revehuc survey, thorpugh land valuation and the introduction of a system of land
“faxation’ ‘on‘a basis ncwv to the country.” '

DBellary. : : . 21. In the Ceded Districts there areé no old__tk')pé&r’phﬂét‘
Guddepali..; - .o, . {he circamstances contemplated by Government.’ ¥ Kurfidol
Kurnool- ... - - < - . ... however there are 605 topes, occupying 1931 acres which arfe

still rented:in consequence of no hssessment having been fixed
on land. Thesc topes have been regarded as the property of Government for many’ yeats
- - . ¢ prior to the assumptiont of the Provirice;” and the Agent ob-
No. 1699, 6th in Con. 20th scrves that ©the heirs of many who planted them are known”
May 1856. o enn Um0 Frededic fatvex-of fixing an assessment on the lind and making
No 1376’, 22d April, in Con.  over the topes to the heirs of the orieingl proprietors when they
9th July 185G. are desirous of taking theém'; otherwise heconsiders it advisable
- No. 2566, 28th July, in Con.  to retain them as Circar topes. since giving them "to the village
6 August 1856. community “ would tead' to- endless squabbles and practically
N ““the profits wnuld be enjoyed by the more influential persons °

iy . . “of the community.,” - :

Thel-'c.appcm's no objection to the Agent being empowered to carry out his suggestion;
but. what.trifling alteration of taxation it leads to will be against the topes and not in their favor,
as the rent ie. Rupees 1,132, while the assessment on'the land would be Rupess 1,196, - - ’

L2 It.t‘hu“s appears that in the Districts under ’  a g

; ) revidw there will only be a. present an-
Lo nual loss of abous Rupecs 8,32 % 1n. carrying out .the plan of

il . 30 0 0 rendeing the topn 401 Goveramnt Vil priite
ura... ...l ex¢ _ n.of the deseription su vizi. ion in.
AR b 1€ desaripilon supposed, viz; faxation in

) excess, of the ordinary land asscssment, has. yi.interter

Salem ...... . .1,20000 0 with the oultivation (.)yf topes. Next ?0 a 'so:foiltt;r?)lty;:ggﬁ,e;ﬁg
§ —— ;d}iﬁculty has been and still is that the ordingry ‘adessment has
8,328 0°0  discouraged the planting of trees, as the land-holders have pre-

S ———m—— ferred to raise produce which ives quicker retutns, unless the
land tax is suspended when the trees are fruitless. ' This is shown by’ the instance of Tanjors

which is well wooded although the trees pay a tax which exceeds the tarum assessment, becaus
?V}len assessed land is planted with trees the tecrwah is suspended until the tress come".to" })earg
ing. The Board presume however that Government do not intend to give a bonus for planfing
trees, by reducing the ordinary assessment of culturable land so employed, and it would cer-
tainly be premature now to discuss such a measure, when the gradual operation of theirules of
}1.8&18, the increase of capital, the late relief of private wells from taxation and the general mov
Hication of the land assessment now in progress may remove all arguifients for it.” They deom-
able that Collectors should be empowered o give tracts of sandy land, unfit for
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ordinary cultivation, on a moderate quit rent, when it is applied for to plant topes. These would

consist principally of palmyra, date and cllopay trees which grow on soils which cannot other-
wise be turned to account.

23. Tt only remains briefly to allude to the parties to whom the old topes are to be
made over when applications are made for them. Government contemplated their being offered
first to the parties who originally planted them or their descendants, when still resident in the

village and otherwise ‘ to certain of the ehief ryots in trust for

Para 15, “the whole village or perhaps to the whole body of ryots as a

. “village tope.” As however the main object of the measure
1s the preservation of the trees, the Board are of opinion that care is necessary to prevent the
topes falling into the hands either of needy men who merely desive an opportunity of selling the
timber, or of discordant communities whose jealousies would lead to the neglect and destruction
of the trees, For this purpose it appears to the Board that Collectors should have a discretion-
ary power in deciding on the parties to whom the topes are to be made over. The choise should
€ given to the deesendants of the origiml planters, when they are men of respectability and
substance, but otherwise it should fall ongnen of wealth and standing, to be locked for among
the chief inhabitants of the village or the former renters of the topes. Zhe Collcciors should feel
a reasonable confidence in the parties to whom the topes are given as they will become absolute
proprietors, and the preseraation of-the trees will depend entirely on their carrying out their
expressed intentions of maintaining and jmproving the topes. Village topes however which
have been hitherto enjoyed in common, should continue so after they are assessed With the land
teerwah, unless tke parties now interested in them agree to resign their shares. The letter of

the Collector of South Arcot shows that disputes and ill-feeling woull arisc from a contrary
course,

24. The second branch of the subject, or the general systum of taxation to be pursued towards
scattered trees, and topes on waste or unassessed land has now to be considered.

25. One reform which Government ordered to be carried out was the exemption of fruit trees

«Malabar from tax, when planted in backyards, on pattah and Epnam lands and on the
Canara. banks of fields. According to the information at present betore the Board
:\Nfizagapatam this measure h# caused no change in the nine » Distriéts entered in the

ellore

margin where these trees were already free. In Coimbatore trees on

Chingleput pattah lands are now untaxed, but accounts have to be prepared for the
Trichinopoly backyards and Enam lands, and in Gundoor also the backyards require
South Arcot. some investigation. In other districts the surrender of revenue, ss far as
Cuddapah it is yet known, will be as follows :
Bellary
. District, Rs. A, P. Remarks
Guntoor...ee.... 212 4 4 . ...
Madura ......... 867 0 0  For backyards—the rest arc untaxed.

Ganjam «.cevevee 4 0 0  On apiece of Enam land.
Tanjore .........22,172 11 8  On assessed lands.

Salem............ 4,500 0 0  Estimated for Palmyras on occupied Pattah lands.
Kurnool....oee.. 705 0 0 o
28,461 0 o j

———

The only large revenue is in Tanjore where the system does not appear to have excited
complaints, as the land tax is light and the trees are the property of the land-owners who can
fell or otherwise dispose of them at pleasure. But the collection of this revenue must lead to
much trouble and interference involving as it does the supposed annual scrutiny of 6,78,975 trees
and a petty demand against numerous land-holders. Its abandonment will therefore be advant-
ageous in the Board’s opinion. In Malabar fruit trees have always been taxed when growing on
assessed land, but this is a component part of the revenue system of the Province and could not
be departed from without a general survey and revised scheme of taxation.

26. In some instances the trees are pot enjoyed by the parties who hold the land—the
trees having been in the possession of parties while therland was lying unoccupied and this causes
perplexity. In some Districts, South Arcot for example, it is the practice to call on the party
who holds scattered trees to give them up or take the land on which they stand when another

‘ person offers to take it for cultivation, and in Salem this usage

Board’s Proceedings 6th Nov. prevailed also. But latterly it has been held that she tree
1854 Puttahdar cannot be ousted, and the Board ruled that the
scattered trees are to be paid for when a different party takes

up the land for cultivation and pays its assessment. Thus a tax must still be levied in some in-
stances for trees standing on occupied ground, but the spirit of the Government order seems to

;'eqéxire that an equivalent sum should be deducted from the demand against the holder of the
and- :

.
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97.  Another reform which the Government desire is the substitution of a tax on the
land for the tree tax or renting system which is now in force regarding village topes, and clus-
ters of trees on unoccupied lands. The object of Government is to encourage the planting and
preservation of topes by red 1cing the excessive taxation wich is now thought to weigh on them
and in formation is called for respecting the amount of revenue which will thus have to be given
up. 98. Tt is however found that almost invariably the land tax would muech exceed what is
now paid for the topes, 8> that the change is rarely wished for, and when it takes place no sacri-
fice of revenue will on the whole occur.  For some time past endeavoura h:a.ve been made to get
rid of the tree tax, whenever practicable, in this manner, and Collectors will continue to -follw
this course. Two Districts however Tonjore, including the wet Talooks of Trichinopoly where
a similar system prevails, and Bellary call for some special notice.

29. In Tanjore when assessed lands are planted with topes, the practice is. to suspend
the assessment and substitute a tree tax which is collected on all fruit beapng at fixed rates for
each kind. In reply to the Board’s enquiry whether it. would not be adviseable to ab(_)lis'h__this
system and levy the land tax always, the Cullector replies that the change would be disadvant.
ageous to the Government and the people. 'fo the former it would cause an immediate loss of
Revenue to the amount of Rupees 14,478-4-1, while as regards the latter it would remove the
encouragement which is now given to keep up and extend valuable plantations by no chargé be-
ing made for the land while the trees are young and fruitless—although therefore the toll system
is cumbrous and has some disadvantageous as remarked by Government, it has procured for this
province the great desideratum of a plentiful supply of valuable fruit trees, and has increased
the revenue and the prosperity of the land-holders. :

30. As the tree tax exceeds the land assessment by Rupees 14,478, it may be thought
at first that an additional tax is thus imposed on the culture of trees, but this is not really eo,
Government give up the revenue to which they are entitled for the land while the trees are
growing and the system is thus merely a voluntary and amicable bargain between the two
parties, Government and the land-owners, to their mutual advantage. Government receives
eventually a small increase of revenue and the land-holders must be large gainers too, as they
are perfectly free to abstain from planting tvees, or to cut and sell them after they are grown,
and they have found planting so profitable that the tree tax has gradually increased from an
average of Rupees 40,436 in Fasli 1236 to Rupees 92,770 in 1262. In the latter year the timber
of the province was greatly destroyed by a hurricane; and the tree tax fell of to Rupees 61,642.
But this shows that the present system of taxation is efficacious in procuring the supply of fruit
and shade on which Government lay stress, for while the young trees newly planted to replace
those blown down are growing up, the assessment on the land is suspended and has caused this
temporary diminution of revenue. But Government and the province will soon benefit by ex-
tensive plantations coming into yield and as other systems have failed to prodace thisresult and
create the rich and wopded appearanee which distinguishes Tanjore, the Board concur with
the Collector in abstaining from a recommeéndation of a change of taxation.

3L. In Bellary the principle of reducing the tax on top~s to the Jevel of the ordinary
Jand assesement will cause an abandonment of revenue to the amount of Rupees 23,435. This
sum consists of two items, tho first is an extra cess, called Riwaz Jasty, levied on Betel-nut
and, Cocoanut gardens planted prior to the Survey to bring up the Survey assessment on them
to what it was under the rents. The additional sum thus collected used to be Rupees 21,570,
, . but from the decay «f the gardens under the pressure of this
Board’s Pro. 15th Nav. 1855, impolitic tax has sunk to Rupees.13,050. 7he Board recom-
para 48—E, M. C. 2nd June mended the ahalition. of this cess when proposing a general
1857, para 28th, in Con- 4th modification of the .assessment in Bel and Governm

; Bellary and Govern
June, No. 531, R. D. wssented to the measure so that this ,.i-gforuy; bas been -ah'!::g;

sanctioned: The second item amounts to Rupees 10,385, and

is the estimated loss which will occur on fixing g land assessment on the village and other . topes

» _instead of renting them. The Board are inclined to think that

» Rentu.oooo oo ... .. 11,555  the trees will aften be found too scattered to fix a tax. on: the
Estimated assessment 1170 land, and that the wery great difference in the €.llector’s
calculation between the rents » and the land tax will not.oceur,

Difference ......... 10,385 but this is a minor consideration and the proposed changes

should be carried out wherever practicable. .

32 The next point relates to the management of topes and clumps of trees, when from
their scattered position it is not practicable te assess them at teerwali of the lind on which they
stand. They must then continue to be rented out, but the mode in which they have hitherto
bgen oOcenpied, their peculiar circumstances and the metheds of taxation which are locall popular
differ so much that it is imposible fo frame any general rule Al that appears practicable is to
lay down certain principles for the guidance of Collectors who will act on them under the control
of the Board of Revenue. These principles are (1.) to induce the parties interested, whenever

practicable, to pay the land tax and thus become proprietors of the tope. (2.) When a tope has
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been long Leld by a pacty, and there is.no apparent prospect of the land being wanted for aori-
cultural purposes, to fix a Muctal,. or fair annual fixed sum, and grant a long lease of 15 or 20
years, thg lveqse-hol_ae_r_ having the decayed timber and loppings, but not beine allowed to fell
trees or make use of the land except for planting (3.) In other inetances, arra;rrements must be
made 'dy putting the topes up to competition or by giving them to partics who mgree to P& “the
tree fax, according as the Collector finds desirable ; but when the topes are thus held on ybrie'f
tenures, the protection of the trees ‘seems to repuire that the contractor should have the
Iruit and'leaves only and not be allowed to touch the trees.

" -33.- The questior. of * Permanent Puttahs” next calls for attention,

o o the Proceedings+ of Government to issu¢ them on two occasions, viz,
-~ Paras. 9and 20. Whena tax is Jevied on one or more scattered trecs standing on u,noc::upicci
. ground; and when parties who have planted topes on unassessed land agree
-to pay te.er'wah for it, instead of the tree tax. It will be observed that the -Collectors a:rrue
against giving a “ Permanens Puttah” in the first case, and the Board entirely concur in the
objections they express. Instead of encouraging the inconventent and embarrassing occupancy
of waste land, by giving  Permanent Puttahs,” to parties who plant a detached tree upon ‘it
Wlﬁhqut pernmussion, the Board consider that the practice should be prevented as much as possi-
ble, since it interferes ‘witl the disposal of land for agricultural purposes, and leads to constant
disputes when onc party holds the land and another enjoys a tree standing upon it. The Board
would therefore, as herctofore, give no separate Puttabs for detached trees when it can be
aveided, entering the tax which is payable for the tree in the. parties’ ordinary Puttah when he
holds one, and otherwise giving him a paper showing merely the demaund against him:for. the
fruit of the tree, and they would as much as possible maintain the practice of requiring the party
to resign the treec or pay tecrwah for the land on which it grows, when Governmeut wants the
dand or another person applies for it for agricultural purpose. Parties _‘\\;lrd"w;‘éli‘;@fplant should,
in the Board’ s opinion, take up land formally for the purpose, cither on “payment of its assesge
ment, or under the Tope rules. - To admit their right to land when they occupy it irregularly
‘by the surreptitious planting of a tree, which is frequently done to evade the land revenue and
prevent the occupandy of other parties, appearing very undesirable ' SR

It is propoéed in

34 In the sccond case also the Board would deprecate the issue of any special or “permas
nent” puttah. Such a puttah is quite unnecessary and would lead to miscontruction. when a
ryot takes land, pays its assessment and reccives the ordinary pattaly for'it, he becomes ‘its pro-
prietor, as far as the Government is concerned, in the fullest sense, He has the absolute disposal
of the land, and of all that stands on it and may disposc of his property in whatever way
he likes. . No futher title is therefore required from the Government, and to grant “permandnt”
Puttahs now on the occasions proposed, would do harm by . tmplying, than.the: holders 'of other
puttahs have not the same rigﬁts and privileges, The Board would have one form 8f pataah for
all lands, whether they are planted with trees or turned to other purposes, snd make known by
the District Hookumnamah rules and- public notifications, as at present, the rights-and advan~
tages which a puttah confers. : S S o

35. Wken however topes are rented out, or given on muctah leage, ‘a'puttah or aovce-
' ment in the form » of that used in North ! Arcos may with ad-
. * Atranslation of it is append-  vantage be abopted, but the Board would suggest-an addition
ed to the Roard’s Circular to to it notifying that the Puattahdar’s right was limited to the

which the Colkectors have now  precise terms of the Puttah and that if he desired to calti rate
replied. ., , | . the land or hold it in permanency, he must pay its assessment,

86." The ttext point is_the right of the owners of ‘private topesand trees on puttah lands
to the full eujoyment of their property. Thishas alreddy existéd in most District and the excep-
tional eases have been removed by the circulation of the orders in which Government expressed
its sanetion of the Board's proposal fdr establishing this principle throughout the Presidency. 1t
will occasionally happen ‘thdt the privilege is a_bused, in 'the instances of the topes which' Go-
vermment is about to resign to private pattics on an’ engagement to pay the land tax, and in
Guntoor the ‘Collector - appears to deprecate a’ departure from the rule which has prevented
land-holders felking their trees until it is ascestained tliat the land will not be so denuded as to
be incapable of yielding its asséssment. Bnt the Board are opposed to any restriction or inter-
ference respecting trees on lands in private occupancy. Indepéndently of the general evils which
resalt form all such interference on the part of the subordinate native servants of Government,
the restriction on cutting trees on private lands without permission must fail to answer its intend-
ed purpose ; for though a few trees may thus be preserv ed, the owners of land are discouraged
from planting others as they would be tempted to do if they had the unfettered cpjoyment of
their property. The bencficial effect of frecing private wells from extra taxation would thus be
seriously -neutralised, and the Board are anxious to avoid such a result, since it js to private
wells more than to the tope rules of 1848 that they look for a gradual increase of fruit trees
over. the land. No apprehension therefore of a few topes or trees being cut down ought in their
opininon to be allowed to interfere with a general principle which is undoubtedly just and sound,
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nd rather than interfere with this right or make it appear doubtful ia the eyes of the people,
:hey would prefer retaining the Government topes under Circar management.

«

i d chanuel banks no
s the preservation of trees in avenues and on tanks an b

:1375. se?xrsx l;:i?{;e(fff?or. 'Il)‘he best descriptions of trees to be planted in_these localities h;.lve_
It:::nr;feady described in a Circular Order issued in the Department of Public works on 3lst
July 195- rv to oive the villagers a right to cut fuel and wood
38. New orders are also l;?:}izez(s)?nznonear kinds for t}?eir dome§tic pf"l;xpom'l Tltlj l?‘oar(}_’

3 i t however enter into the question of how valuable fores

Sea printed Vol. page 160 :i’rlrl]lb:: is lt% be protected and plantings effeoted us a Conservancy

tly established for this purpose. » s
DePartg;,entcl)lzzgi%?elc‘;ic:mgiss, the completion o?the revision of the ratia)s_ of‘taxatiglr:‘ :,(!)1? ]ic'at-
Q'trees. In their late lotter the Board proposed revised rates for 7 Districts, - hi b a‘i;
fored trecs been sanctioned by Government, aund pointed 0’1“‘1}1 ath ;: R
Board’s letter to Govt. 2nd other Districts no si_ich measure was cal'et.l for. of ﬁ:&:} tht an(i
April 1855, No. 813, para 16. mained for future disposal the two provinces O fadura and
I}.i‘ om Gt. 3lst May, in Con. Tanjore. As respects the former the Collector nogi gt rs thad
29thn0ct 1855, No. 665, R. D. the revised rates sanctioned for Trichinopoly would n A 2g7
. ’ ’ plicable as they would raise the collections from Rupees 9,

to 10,628 instead of reducing them. The only reform proposed is to moderate 4nd sitmplify the

3

tax on scatteréd paliyras by teducing i}tzﬂ ‘5 *ﬁilc(ie‘ when :;iit:;‘ia;icxe;id:a ctll‘i?ii; :r:f?%i:t; ee’:‘gg B%ﬁ
this measure for sanction, which would cause ing ees 88, L

éi(i?;lc]t%lf I':sdopposed to exempting scattered palmyras frotha.xa,tnm;i, i;ga :}gh?t\:g:r:&:h description
i ) -in the District fit r its growth... .. .

of tree is now scarce there are large tracts of land in t e gromth. e
: ] i t appear to the Board that any alteration of ra pres
j%‘d’IfP(fTa:n et : e et app6 “yasied in different parts of the District, where they

enp eaTlec A . were introduced by different Co}l’lectcg's,l but all

. Revenne at Ditto at  trees planted since the Pymash have been assess.

Scattered Trees presentrates Bd's rates.  ed at Mr. Harris’ rates, which will soon prevail

' throughout the District as the old trees are fast

8. .. ,
3 ' i i desttoy-
land......... 2715 2003 disappearing and thousands of them were
8:11 Fg‘::x;bz‘llce, &e, ... 6281 6111 ed in the sttt;rm of 1853. This scale tallies close-

: .+ .. ly with-the taxation under the Board’s revised

;'ateé a8 ;hB;n bythe marginal statement, and the voluntary planting whioh goes on under it
» that it is acceptable to the land-owners. .. - |

shows tilf y l{’V‘lﬂle: g:ﬁ;ting the information required by Government, the Board took advant-

' age of the occasion to call for a return of topes planted nnder .

‘€. O B.Vol, page 442. the rules of 1848.- This oall has only been as yet responded to

; by a few Collectors and their replies show that the rule:
« Districts. ':W%e‘m“m&e-um of to the extent wished and anticipated.
Guntoor «ee.. ... 168 From the information before them the Board are on the whole

i atAM.ceeeeeee 5 led to believe that land-owners prefer-the-soll system, peéthaps
N‘gﬁf: d t. e 191 in some degree from the facility it affords for evading the re-
(,‘.banglcpnt—-' casvenes 118 . - 'venue, but chiefly from a dislike to be taxed in: any form for
Souh Arcot «.eeeeee. 336 " trees which are not in absolute bearing. The 'resu“l.t of the
Tanjore. eeessess - eon 204 Tope rules thus far leads the Board to place their chief hope

: of a spread of trees on the encouragement given to théir calture
by a modified land * assessment, and the exemption given'to lands under rivate wells from extra
taz:ation. Tt seems however disirable, as already observed, to promote plantations of palmyras,
dates and other toddy trees which grow on land not fit for agricultural purposes, by measuring
off and giving pieces of ground to applicants on a moderate and fixed quit rent-

(A true Extract.) .’ .
(Signed) J. D. SIM,  Acting Secretary-

CIRCULAR.

S——————

No. 1415, S ’
In Con, 21st April 1858,  Read Extract Minutes Consultation, dated 6th Maxch 1858, R. D.

No. 298, '
(Here enter No. 298,) Resolved that the above

. : H 7 _;-;;M‘_»“
g?:Jam atam ] ggﬁ;::g pely Bajahmum;o;der of Government, and the
Gn:tgn" . % Madura % Magdlipatam 1% .. BAgd's Proceedings of 22d
Nellore 2. Malabar % North Arcot  +<S 'g X ry last be forwa.rdgd to
South Ar: r & Canara ¢ 5 Tianevelly }-5 a t stricts ‘named in the
Chingleput .} S Bellary g ras  J 5-F margh¥ with the accompanying
Salem 1™ Kurnool 1= i B Circu) Order. -
" Coimbato dapah L L
Coimbators ) Caddap J v %HQ"’ /;;’
| p s .)\ A s ’
\ { / h
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Sir,
1 am directed to forward to you the papers noted in the margin relaling to the taxation of
topes and trees, and to request that you will
Pro. of Bd. Rev.22d Jany. 1858 No. 303 already proceed to carry out the several orders of Go-
circulated E. M. C, 6th March 1838 No. 298 vernment given therein,
now forwarded

2 The Board wish to have your opinion on the subject alluded to in paras 12 and 20, viz.
whether any new measures or induccments are advisable to encourage the planting steril and
sandy tracts with Date, Palmyra or other trees.

3  Your attention is called to the mode of dealing with scattered trces on cultivated and
waste lands which is laid down by Government in paras. 13 to 15, and you are requested to
report whether the plan proposed for adoption by Government in cases where one party owas
trees and another holds the land, can be followed in your district.

4 Your attention is also called $o the remarks of Government in the final para of the
Extract Minutes of Consultation and if any misapprehension has occurred on the two subjects
there noticed, you are to report the circumstance to the Board. :

5 Tt will be observed that all restrictions have been removed which prevented a landholder
from cutting down trecs which he had planted on his own property occording to his pleasure.

6 If the rule for freeing trees in backyards from taxation causes difficulty, from uncer-
tainty in the rules and practice of your district as to what con-

Vide from Guntoor 27¢h Sept.  stitutes a privileged backyord, you are to report upon the sub-
in Con, 2lst Oct. 1856 ject stating’ what course ought in your opinion’ te' be followed.

7 Where no orders are given to the contrary Palmyra and Date trees growing on unoccu-
pied land, which have been hitherto included in the Abkarry reats, will continue to be so for
the present. . ] )

pB In Nellore the practice will cease of charging the villages with the tope rents when
offers are not obtained for them. - On these occasions the topes must be taken under Awmany
management, and the fruit disposed of on account of Gevernment.

9 The attention of the Collector of Chingleput will be given to the observations of Go-
verument in para. 22 of their order. The Board approve the

Letter of 19th in Con. 22d plan proposed by him of selling certain ciacar topes plantad
Jany. 1856 para. 4. by Gov. or by former Zemindars whose rights have lapsed to
the State if suitable offers are obtained, as this plan relieves

Government from the care of the topes, and is likely to secure the preservation of the trees.
The conditions of the sales should be that the purthaser is to pay the assessment on the ground
occupied by the topes, and is to have foll liberty to deal with the land and the trees as he
Ple”.s.lo. When replying to this communication you are requested to prepare the draft of «
Notification informing the people of the amended system on which topes and trecs are to be
taxcd in your District, and to forward a eopy of it to the Board for approval beforc publication.

" ReveNUE Boarp OFFICE, I have the honor to be, ¢
Fort Saint George, Sir,
21st April 1838, Your most obedient servant.

(Signed) 6. S. PORBES, Sccretary.
To all Collectors except Sea Customs.

T REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
No. 208.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 6¢th March 1858.
Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue.

Submitting with the Board’s review, reports fro.m]
the different Collectors, containing information l

on the points referred to in E- M. C. of 3lstj (Here enter 22nd January 1858, No. 305.)

May 1355, No. 615, relative to the tavation of
Topes and Trees.

1. In these Proceedings, the Board of Reverue submit in part the information called for by
Government in Extract Minutes Consultation, dated 318t May 1855, on certain points con-
nocted with the taxation on trees and topes.

2. These points were, ) ts
1st. The proposed substitutiop of the Tarom assessment on the land according to ld
quality, together with the extra ‘f%ater Tax,” when water from Government works 13 made

use of, for the existing exorbitant ““rent” under one system, or toll on individual trees in a tope
under another, and the probable financial result of such substitution.

2nd. The restoration of the"topes when practicable to the heirs of the original planters,

- who had been driven to abandon them from the heavy tax assessed on them, and n default the

grant of them as ¢ village topes” for the benefit of the community, either to the whole body
of villagers in each case, or to individuals “in trust.”

8cd. The issue to such “heirs,” or to individual planters of topes’ of a Permanent Puttah,
declaratory of all their immunities and liabiiities.

4th. The system of taxation on individual scattered trees in waste land.

3. From the enquiries instituted by the Board it would seem that whatever may be the cause
of the aband.nment or neglect of old topes, the high special rate of assessment on_ the land an
which they stand can have little to do with it, for so far as is now as-

Rs.  certained only in 4 Districts, as noted in the margin, does it appear that

Trickinnpolh ... ... 121  any loss of present revenue will result from carrying out the Govern-
Madura............ 7,000 ment plan regarding them, and nearly §ths of that loss will oceur in
C"mmba!orr ......... 7 the single District of Madura. Generally, it appears that the levy of
Salem............ 1,200 the T'arum assessment on the site of the topes would greatly enhance

the existing demand.
Rsivueiines 8,328

——

4. As regards Madura, out of the total probable reductioft in the révenue from this source of
Rupees 7,000, the greater part (viz, Rs 5536) is consequent on the substitution of the Zarum
assessmont in liew of thevery-vbjectiomable toll on the individual trees forming the topes, and
the Collector considers the measure necessary to prevent their entire abandonment, in the face
of the encouragement given to new topes under the rules of 1848.

5. In Salem, the loss will be conscquent on the fact of the highest rate of assessment having
at the time of the survey been fixed on land planted with trecs, without reference to its intrinsic
quality, according to which its * Tarum ” rate will now be fixed. '

6. In thesc cases then, and in all those where the * Tarum” rate is less than, or nearly equal
to, the existing  rent,” or aggregate * toll,” the topes may be made over on Puttah to the heirs
of the original proprietors, when forthcoming, or to respectable individual tenants, at the discre-
tion of the Collector, for it seems more than doubtful whether the plan of entrusting them to

the village gqmmmunity as a corporation, would be productive of any thing but evil.

- 7. The remainin i ich is hi Y
g topes, that is those on land the Tarum assessment ot which is higher than,
the ren: of ttl]ze topes; mrust romall undor the cxisting-system of rents, until the enquit;ies con-
scquent on the survey and gencral revision of the assessment shall adjust the * Taram” rates
their sites, for it seems ineredibls th Ltes on

at if fairly assessed they would hot be-giadi i
under the proposed plan t'he‘ sitc may be turned to any purpose that the t'gxllanty ?nc:;plsg;i:zheil}
held on Puttah at the “ Tarum” rate. The Governmagt agroe with the Board that there is no
need;for thre ssue of a distinctive Puttah for topes, differing in form from that for ordj
land, which affords as good a title as can be desired. rmany

It will be at the discretion of the Collector to inse it
. eat rt the necessary condit e 1t 1
desired to maintain the tope for the benefit of the communit , and in sgch case:stma],; gf:aell(;b;tl't;rs

of the tenant to deal with the land as he likes will be curta; i '
sessment may fairly be remitted, riatled, some porm‘on of the Tarum as-

('are will be requisite to prevent the occupation of land under the m
APt . A : se rul
purpose of felling and selling the timber on it fues morcly for the

» With the intention of throwine
clearcd of wood. g up the land, when

8. Only in onc casc does it seem desirable to maintain the cxisting toll on trees, in lieu
of the Tarum rate, or a lump rent. In Tanjore, including the wet talugs of Trichin’opol it
has been usual, where topes have been formed on agsessed land. to remit the demand of lanzrl,t;x
altogether and to substitute a toll on the individual trees after they come into beariny. The
system appears cumbrous, but it has been attended with most satisfactory results and it is
stated, apparently with much reason, that a change would be disadventageous both to the people, -
and to the State revenues, The existing system will therefore be maintained in this insta.llx)ce,
in which the apparent enhancement of the tax above the demand on the land, would probabl;

Va"ish.v were the loss of all revenue durin the ears when the trees were » 1
- N e
into due ¢ id fomn. g y " unp,oductwc, ta,ken

9. The information from Bellary, of which the Board make special mehtion, is imperfect,

. and it is observed that the second item of loss, is not cstimated as due entirely to the substitu-
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tion of the Tarum assessment for the existing rents, as is broadly stated by the Board, but in-
cludes also that consequent on the order of Government remitting the tax altogether on Enam
lands, and on occupied land for which the Tarum assessment is also paid, the result of which

remain to be noticed. As to the rest of the Collector of Bellary’s estimate, the Government .

agree with the Board that more data must be collected before a reliable estinmate can be formed.

The “ Rivaz jasty” on betel and cocoanut gardens to which hoth the Collector and the
Board allude, is altogether a distinct subject, and has been already disposcd of in the orders of
Government regarding the modification of the Bellary land assessment-

10. The information to show the effect of the order of Government remitting the assessment
on fruit trees growing in Enam land, in backyards, on the banks of ficlds, or otherwise scattered
over land already paying the full assessment, is still incomplete, and the Goverpment .observe
that the Board have wrongly included Bellary among the Districts in which it will be inopera~
tive, but so far as is known the loss of révenue except in the case of Tanjore will be gepers;lly
trifling, while the relief to the people will be very great, and the expediency, if not justice,
of the measure is unquestionable.

11. Tt remains to consider the Board’s propossl in para. 22, and also the subjeet of the taxation
and tenure of scattered trees in waste land, and first the Board propose, that ©* Collectors should
be empowered to give tracts of sandy land, unfit for ordinary cultivation, on a moderate quit-
ront when it is applied for to plant topes” which would, they think, generally include only
< goils, which cannot otherwise be furned to account,” and that the topes would consist princi-
pally of Palmyra, Datc and Elloopay tsees.

12. The Government consider that the spirit of the rules of 1848 atready confers'such power,

for the exclusion of Palmyra and Date topes from the operation of those rules Was cancelled in 1854,

when they were made of general application. ‘I'he Government consider a quit rent to be a pay- -

ment made in recegnition of a seignorial right in Government, or some person other than the
occupant of the land, and freeing him from all further demand on account of it, as distinguished
from ordinary rent, based in theory on a division of the produce in certain proportions, and which
in India includes the Government land tax.

On land such as the Board describe in their proposal, the land tax must necessarily be
awessed at 8o trifling an amount, that a quit rent could hardly possibly be fixed lower, and when
it is remembered that, under therules of 1848, even this assessment would no,t be collectqd
during the first 20 years of ‘occupation, it scems difficult to believe that the Board’s plan of 8& quit
rent will offer greater inducement. Should the Board however consider that wd;_iittn_}?nald in ?l(:e-
ment may in any way be afforded for the rcclamation_of such sterile wastes as they describe,
the Goverrment will be prepared to give libersl.consideration to any definite plan they may
submit. :

13. TFinally, to dispose of the case of scattered trees in waste land, or in cultivated land, but
in the enjoyment of some person other than the tenant of the land,

In this last case, the Board say that as the “trcc renter cannot be ousted” the tax on the
trees cannot cease, but that an equivalent sum may be deducted from the demand against the
tenant of the land. .

14. The Government are of opinion that for all exsting cases of the kind, the preferable
plan would be to make over to the tenant of the land all the rights of Government over the
tenant of the trees on the land, as such, whereby he would become the sub-tenant of the land
holder, liable to him for his rent, and in default of payment to be qusted from the fm:m of 't.ho
trees, while the demand against the tenant of the land wou¥d remain unaltered; but if the in-
troduction of this plan should be found impracticable, then in every case the payment to Go-
vernment of rent on account of the trees, should be credited towards the liquidation of :che de-
mand against the holder of the land on which they stand- No farm of the trees of this kind
ghould in any case be renewed in future. Whenever opportunity offers, they should be made

over to the tenant of the land absolutely.

15. As regards trees on waste land, the Governm.ent.des'!re the extension to all Dis_tricts of
the rule already widely in force, that Whenever application is made for the land on which they
stand the tenant of the trees shall have the option of taking the land with the trees at the
“Tarum” assessment on the former, on the same terms as ma have been proposgd by the
Darkhastdar, and on his refusal the trees shall be made over with the land to the applicant.

16. The Government trust that the foregoing orders will meet all the requirements of the
case of these Topes and trees.

17 When it is desirable to maintain them, the discretion vested in the Collector will cnable
“him it ic koped to o so. ' o
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In other eases where the Topes are to be made over absolutely on the Thrum assessment, if
trees form the most valuable crop that the land is suited to produce, the respectable tenant will
maintain the Tope, and otherwise it is not desirable that it should be maintained.

18. Where the Taram assessment is manifestly too high for the qu%ﬂity of the land, it may be
modified under the general authority granted to Collectors by recent orders of Govetnment, or at
the revision of the assessment about to commence,

19. The modification of the sanctioned rates on soattered tress proposed by the Board in
paras. 39 and 40 of their Proceedings under review, is approved:

20. The Government agree with the Board in the opinion expressed in their coneludiug para.
but eo far as land not fit for agricultural purposes is conserned, they consider that the rules of
1848 admit of it being rented out at as low a rate as may be necessary for the purpose, and sab-
sequent improvemsnts made by the tenant, would of course never be subjected to additional
taxation- 'The only cause likely to arise for enhancing the demanl on such land, would be the
event of its being brought under irrigation from a Governmeat source when it is not probable
that the tenant would-object to pay a trifling sum for so great an advantage. .

21.  Therc arc several points in the letters from the Collectors submitted by the BO“PQ:, that
are not noticed in their proceedings under review, but regarding whith the Government stipposeé

o

that distinct orders have been issued,

22.  Among them may be mentioned, the higlily objéétionablé, and most oppressive practice
brought to notice by the Collector of Nelloré, of arbitrarily charging on the village the rent or-
dinarily derived from the topes; in those years in which no 'l‘oddy‘araWer's oan be found to rent
them; and again, the hardship consequent on the practice denouniodd by the Colledsoe of Chingle-
put, of renting ont to strangers by cowpetition_yearly, the Topes or Jungle from which aloria
the Villagers are able to derive the leaves, thorns, or small timber, negessary for their cnltivation,
and honiesteads, the remedy for which however clearly rest with himself, for the practice whick
is invariably pursued in other Districts should be followed alsp in Chingleput, and whenever it

may be found neeessary to give the jungle rents to strangdrs, the rights of the '@'m}'g"hi,‘is to"wood

for domestie purposes, and to leaves for manure shoutd be resdrved to theti, -

These and several otler points demand, if they have not already received, attention..

23. Iu conclusion, the Goverument may remark that they até mot ubashitely: sutisfiedt- shat
the same interpretation has becn put by all the Collectors on the Government orders, or those
of the Board. Some of them appear to have certainly included in their Fomhrks the ‘¢izés of
Cocoanut and Betel gardens, to which the Iix. Mina. Cons. was not intended to apply, while on
“Hhro-ethac_bhand, therc arc it is believed some cases of such gardens being now rented on a « Tree
toll” which have not been brought to notice, but which rent involving as it needs must constant

and inquisisoniat imborforenve; it 3 ranat.dasir, ted i cad dam
NG meoy it an : able should be commuted into 4 ficed demhand d
the Board will please to give consideration to the subjeat, " o e

(A true Extract.) - -
(Signed) H. FORBES,
S _ . Acting Secretary, to Government,

e et i e

No. 170.

o To the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
3

L. TIn replying to their Cireular of the 215t April 1853 ;
form the B9ar‘d a3 regards par: 2 of it, T consider thg?lﬂ}:ﬁi Sgga 1‘)%1,5&1‘11 \:ladth: h:a:‘t: to ilx:.-
the fixing (in connection with the privileges conceded by the tope ruﬁé t 1848) :f‘ ' lngi' by
assessment based on the rates prevailing in the District, of which (&'regt <4 Mag a mo1 erate
enclosed’; such assessment to be at the diseretion of the Collestor who vémxll‘zl Ty ura) o ligt &13
peouliar circumstances of the localities, wanls m bf the

1. Xom of apinion that the plin propsed by Govrsacnt (in para 34 (s + Wi,
» Dated 6th Maxch 1858 No. 208, the laud-holdet%‘, Wig);v fﬁ;yég:ﬁi%?e&in?&%ﬁngt oi(:g
Put té.h and quite foasible. likely to be benéficial i.nlle‘uen‘ing. dispu&os-ubeukiﬁi:{#ysﬁ%e‘ of
‘equj-f mﬁ'ﬂ; ‘coum pointed out with regatd to the trées on Waste Tand i i & ﬂd‘-’"fé T wih

4. 'With refercnce to the concludine pars . .

* August \1856' 1 would observe that the # report of the Cti)lll)ecto: f)‘i? lﬁmsmd M:-I:;?l?

the loax mm G - Inclades all cocoanut T opes eith.er rented or Pﬂying»‘is‘ I'reg o &

£ th d by Government in para 4 of the Min. Con. is anticipated iTom the Substitution
ot the Tarum asgessment in lieu of the present payment, J
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for tlfe B?;:dirig pﬁ) 3 a}l).roposmd notifieation is (as called for in para 10 of the Circular) enclosed

Propesed Dﬁf:dof a Notification regarding the taxation of Topes and Trees in the District of
‘ ura.

1. All Topes either on Nunijah j i i
the commencement of Fasli 126l8m']a Prced s ek have hitherto Bament. of ho.land g

. b be charged with the fixed Tarum assessment of the land
with the additional Teerwah for Govern{r:nent water where it is used. ® land and
2. The To

(] 1 » 3 v
the absence of, pes which are now being rented on the part of Government in consequence of

, or relinguishment by the ownors shall be made over to their or their heirs who

may appear with a willingness to resume and establisk their title to the Topes, subject to the

]{;ly_ltnent of land tax. Such persons will be furnished with a Puttah shewing the boundary
118 extent and the rate of assessment of the Topes

N 3 Where no owners are forthcoming tbe{ will be surrendered to a respectable inhabitant
of the village whe will under take to improve the topes subject to the land tax. A Puttah will
in this case be granted to him-

4 In case the land tax exceeds the toll collécted on trees the latter impost will be conti-
nued pending a revision of the land assessment.

5. Tracts of lands which are sandy, rocky or in any may unfit for cultivation will be allot-
ted on application to the Collector for plantation of topes of Date Palmyra or Eloopay trees for
which they will be pacticularly suited, on a_moderate quit rent in addition to the relaxation
granted by the tope rules of 1848. Wheg.Gwernment water is taken they will of course be
®ubjected to extra cets. When publie utility may be the object in view the charge will be stilt
more light or even waived altogether at the option of the Collector. '

6. 'Where trees on nceupied land may be owned by a person different from the land hloder

the former will be treated as an under-tenant of the latter to whom he will pay the tree tax
under mutual agreement.

7. As regards the trees on waste lands the i ir rj
S thay eglons 1o ke rvee on wa 8 the owneras will be ousted of their right to the trees

Madurs, 19th July 1858, A. HATHAWAY,
— Ag. Collector

Statement shewing the highest & lowest rates of tax in the District of Madura.

Poonjah rate per Cauney."Nunja.h rate per Cauney.
 Talug.
Highest Lowest Highest Lowest
rate. rate. rate. rate.

FARAPFARKAP.FARAPFAIRILCP
Madacolum Division 13 8 2[i3llv 43: 8l...15 860...1211| 8 9r 1 E?
1Madacolumn......{ Sholovundan do. ...[13| 8 213(10| 4 8l...|15| 350...10 9| 8 ;1 sl 1] 9 &
g.aliaputty d%...la 8l 21310 4| 8.1 850...10 €| 8 7 8 1/ 9. 5
. iroomungalum Dn. {15/12| 3| 5 5 4 8...]15 350...10, €| 8 7 §| 1] 9' &
T"mmg“l“m'{Anyoor ivision ...|13| 8| 213(10| 4! 8l..|L6| 340.. 8 7| 8| 7 8| 1| o 5

Meyloor and Too- || | '
Meyloor eeceesees rmboor Dn. 13| 8} 21316} 4| 8..]15 350...101 9| 8 7, 8195
] Nutton Dn. .........122 8| 412| 4| 612} 1| 6]1145...| 9 8] 918...| 313 1
47'audicombo0 cesssssse -« coseenavanereerenne... 22 8| 4112] 4 2 4]...| 7 860121214 2 612 1| 1T
51 emplny co-cocO..n.C'c..t}o.cl.c.tco.-co----22 8 412 4 1 2'n 31067{ 814 5' 1 2 4--- 7 8
7 enkun‘ay-uo-.u.u.-n.-u...u....-....... 22 8 412 4 2 411-- 7 872--.15 41 4‘ 8..- '.5 3
‘ Nmmomy ....‘..,‘.'..O. " tc 000 0 ad80bsvren 15‘12 3 5,I 5 2 4'-- 7 60i1212 l4k 2) 3 600- [ll 5
f I [ ’

Madura,
. 19k Jnly 1858, ‘ A. HATHAWAY,

Ag. Collectos-
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£50RACT from the ProCERDINGS of the Boarn of REVENUX, dated 7th February 18}5@’ - -

Fal
L3N

Read lottar ftom Acting Collector of Madura,, dated 19th July 1858, No, 170,
_ (In Con. 29tH July 1858; No. 3243,)
The Board have aménded on some poinfé the draft rules received with thiis letter and resolve

nended set of rules to the Collector for publication int bis Distrbot. + 2 o2n:. o
to Sm’l?d. thIen a11"'1('ic:1'cnc(: to para 1 of Mr. Hathaway’s lelttgxf, ﬂ'x‘e qurd, will be rt.au;dy, to qtteg(} )
rc commendations for gran€ing wakte Jand-of indifterént quality fo_r plinting purlllloses} on 4 light
assessinent, but their approval shoulg be so_ugh_& whenif 18 proposed tJ graut such land on lighter
{erms than the loivest Poonjah rate. v Ca e
. U A T VN

PR

'. . : o . ‘;‘ﬂ e ’ 0 : . . . ey s . teﬂdgd
3. When offers are made for unoccupied land cotitaiting vahiitble trees, it ig pot intendg
by Rule VI that they should always be accepted. 'The Colle%tor‘hus a discrétionary flower l(:
tefusal when the object of the applicant is appa rently not to cultivate the land; but obtdin the
trees and cut them down. Sl Ae

N |
(A true Extract.) J. D. SIM, Secretary:

TO . _%‘,\. PR '
T. CLARKE Esq; Collgetar of Madue. . .0 o e
ENCLOSURE' BOUTOL) IR IR 7 I G PRAL POR LLINE L 4 -
. X P . P ’Jb‘.ual“,.“,jx‘ﬂa LR o ) . . }..
To egeutrage tHe Prmtiie, ot ‘Fopss; Ghovernméntr hasic bess ploasixlond : pRieRc ﬁh%:
Onow‘Pg ‘1‘}11,08 n ﬂheb istrigt, pf W coategy e R B SR

7

b

: s f, ‘l..‘ .-‘;.‘..“ Sk .“Lc_"u LS s L g i
L~ Topes-and trces on land for whichthe ocbub'&fﬁté'h’awgﬁﬁ’j o ‘agde 10 pay i f gﬂlﬁ .
Tarum assessment, are declared to be free from tre¢ tax. But when Zapes stan oo1ja

land to which Sjreur water is taken, the usudl extra teeywah will be charged for the waters:
A H . K W e :

: ) : S vttt L cn giTe 03 gopsgaitd eqld g 38d3 pacase bau 20
1. When the holigth bY Fopeb | ﬁgftﬁe “Stadtug o iR 0Ru I add 4. tlah: PR 1
piy-the Purum ".'V,"ﬂ&é:;h?;?bl%ﬁgign‘, t éggq‘mbgg’we 0l iy oebilonirr ko i
tax levied as heretofore; V";--',:;,J ! -J—;im N P T TS \

IIT.  No tree tax will be levied for trees on Puttali or Tram lands or in Bac]ﬁf{,"ﬁf}fr
‘ *‘-i-WA iy felt the trees planted by themselves or their ancestyre-on Iands- i, theis
occupaney without any restriction and without first applying for permission.

W S ST T T e e et . ,

V. \Vhé’ﬁ‘&fefparty oultivates Tarum Jand agd another party enjcys trees standing on it
scparate Puttahs will not be hereafter given. The holder of the 1a il dlone reccive a Puttal
and the other prrty must pay the tree tax digectito him.oe.ta the Sicody Ofoers'bdWis aBsbunt,
unless they come to an awmicable arrangement between themselves:s TN T

NI, “When an application (Darkast) is mpde for waste land on which thers ave frui teas."
the tenant of the tl'geg‘gviu be ‘given the o>pti6n of gak? g the land and 'Piiyihg?t}xé 1%5?:;;5}:::
ment. If he deelines to Qo‘ 80 ﬂr!e Jaud and the trecs will be fuade over to the Darkhastdur.

! ERPETCIUN 3 IERRMICTISTR) )

Lk

VII. Topes of trecamow rented out by Government will be sisde sverlf full ps P, oty
right to competant personsi who are villing to take charabiof tham and pay'the"Teerwa g tha
Jand on which thay stand..: In thesé tases the heire of the original plantard 8H@ the prdstiit oe-
cupants Will have the, prefecence:averiather applicants, The Collector wyill‘dég{rmine- %@nueh
land is to be talen up in each cages . , o ' .-;:»’\) o ‘()3” i,

VIIL In the ovent of tho asyessment duf on land ot befng paidyalidlenl togefhée with
the Topes and tregs ll:pon‘ it Will\bg {gble. to be:.sold for the ag‘rear. No ‘eparate sale’Ad tha
trees will be parmitted. [ T T T e e

IX. Partiee wishing to plant bablic or private Tepss under the ruledof. 1845 ‘say  sill
apply to the Coll¢otor for land for,the ~pqcxglose-u Parantpoke and othet tand, ughic “for", ibi&ina.'iy‘
cultivation will beigranted to such f"PQH nts on a light asscssment. e aaPraaih . e

v

Lot 0. D SEM; Secretsty: o

| \ —' » " NO- I;H". 'l-' ' A . e e e
N

1

S § To the Secretary to the Board-ot Reventie, Fort Saint Gedr’g:é% oo
IR, .

© - With vaforsie ¢ Mr. Hathaway's letter of the 19th July 1858 No.. 170 _gm!gsp -drat; of

" 3 Notificatton 19paxling the taxation of Topes and trees for the approval of the Board of Revenue,

1 have the honor to request that you will bs good cnough o inform me whether I can carry
9 , )

-



into effect the orders contained in the Board’ Circular of th i 1 1
G, iect the c s e the Board s Circalar of the 21st April 1858 conveying the Min.

: 118 should wait for an answer from Board to m
A predecgsgor 8 communication of the 18th July 1858 on the subject ' d

Madura, 10th J. anuary 1859, T. CLARKE, Collector.

v No.. 7147. ‘
ExTrACT from the PRoCEEDINGS of the Boarp of Revenog, dated 28th February 1859.
Read letter from the Collector ot Madura, dated 10th Jaunary 1359, No. 1.

(¥n Con. 14th January 1859, No.“ 175)

In Con, 29th July 1858. The Board observe that Mr, Hathaway’s letter of 19th J uly 1858,
waa disposed of in their Rroceedings of 7th instant, and the orders
regulating the future taxation of trees esn therefore be cartied inte effact. - -1/

(A true Extret.) :
J. D. SIM, Sccretary.

No. 198.

Six To the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George.

) ¢ 3 .o . L ’

With reference to the Proceedings of the Board dated the 14th Ultimo No. 2565, I have

the honor to stato. that in this District, the Abkary Farms include no trees whatewer, the Ab-
Renters being left to make their own arrangements with the owners or Renters who under

Regulation 1 of 1820 are precluded from extracting Toddy or Arrack therefrom for sale cm their

own account. _ ’ ’ '

2. The orders of the Board to exmpt from tax treés standing in cultivated land were so
distinct and strong that in this District the teerwa has been taken off in all cases that have come
to notide without enquiry by whom the tree was planted ; ‘but it is the Rule not to grant land
with fruit bearing trees on them for cultivation; and in cultivated fields when the trree -tax
exceeds the tax on the land the former is taken and the latter excused.

Madura, =~ ) T .{ R-Qf!J*R KER,
Y1th' September 1856. N T ™ Collector.

Ly e WLV LTINS gt

P

No. 734. ‘
EXTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the BoarD of REVENUE, dated 28th February 1859.
Read again the following letters :— g S

No. 2356, From Ganjam, - dated 27th May in Con, 6th Sept. 1858, No. 85,
» 3803, , Vizagapatam, ,,  12th Sept. ,, 20d Dec. 1856, ,, 145.

¢4 N .

,- 3730, -, Rajabmund Y s 12th - » st Aug. 1858, ,, 98,

S 3882, . M:gulipmg ” 19th Sept. »  2nd Dec. 1856, , 124
» 8718, ,, Nellore, . 15th , ,, ~ 24th Nov. 1856, , 197.
» 4461, ,, Cuddapah, ,  Oth Nov, ,, 3rd Deo. 1857, ,, 1l6.
& 2541, ,, Baellary, . 25thJune ,,  2nd July 1857, , .65
9 gGGg, v ’K'urm;ol, » 2tll: » 1273?1: Sept. 1856, ,, - 3(%

, 49 » Chingleput, 2. t » 3 0, 1 9V
> 088, N?:tn)% Avcos, ) 13th w  24th march1857, ,, 59.
.oe 1884, Deo., » 18th P 23rd May ,, » 1l4.

» 3417, , South Arcot, , 28thAug. ,,  15th Oct. 1866, , 180.
» 8988, , Tanjore, , 29th8ep. ,,  8thDec ,, s - 152

» 408, Trichinopoly, , 27thAug. ,, 2o0d Sep.  ,, 5 139 .
- 3602, ;, Madura, , 1th -, 17¢th ., ,, 193, .
» 4977, ,, Tinnevelly, ,, 26th Nov. ,, 4th Dee. , ,, 383.

» 4\511, . ~COimbat0!'B, » 28th Oct- FY Gth Nov- » | l72-

» 115, ,, Salem, ,» 2nd Jap. ,, 3rd April 1867, ,, —

,s 3439, ,, Canara,

» 2Tth Aug, ,,  15th Oct. 1856, , 103.
o 4209, ,, Malsbar, 9th

g 18th DO.. » ”» 126.

“ . . Baesolved that the above letters be laid before Government with
In Con, J4th Avjiust I856. rﬁtmffs to Extract Minutes Consultation, 18th July 1856, R D-s
o a o T S

-
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2. In the above Extract Minutes Consultation the Board were instructed to report the

ractice in the different Districts in regard to including Date and Palmyra Trees on Ryote’

goldings in the Abkary Farms, in order that Government might decide whether any change
was generally necessary or not.

3. Since the date of the above orders however Government have in Extract Minutes
Consultation, 6th March 1858, No. 298, R. D., virtually de-
cided the question b{ giving up all ¢laims to trees growing in
Puttah and Inam lands as well as in Back-yards. The

rinciple that the fixed land Assessment includes the value of t.he trees growing “on it having

een thus established, it only remains to consider whether carrying it out fully will involve any
material sacrifice of Revenne. Before proceeding to this point, it may be as well to point out
that under Section X VII, Regulation I, of 1820, Abkary renters cannot “compel or require the
owner or occupier of any private garden or ground to draw toddy from Cocoa, Date, or other
palm trees” mor have they “any right of control or interference therewith other than to pre -
vent the sale by unlicensed persons of toddy drawn therefrom.” The Sccond Clause of the same
Section precludes Renters from levying “ any :{)ersonal tax, ground rent, Quit rent, tope rent or
any tax payable by toddy drawers unconnected with the exclusive privilege of vending toddy.
Under the” Abkary regulation in fact a Renter acquires only the exclusive privilege of manu-
facturing countryfermented liquor as well as the retail sale of foreign and country spirits and
liquors, and is not vested with any power over the trees.

In Con. 21st April 1838.

4 The Board will now briefly review the Collector’ reports.

- & Toddy is ot deawn fromPuimyra Trees in Ganjam.  There are said to be 1,14,508
Cl Date trees, of wich 109,256 are in Jeroyty or lands
GANIAM. paying Assessment to Government and included in the
T. J. Knox, Esq. 27th - Abkary Farms ; 3,199 are profitable in no way becatise ‘scat-
May in Con. 6th Sep. 1858, tered in the jungles on the Hills, &e. 1,140 are under the
enjoyment of Inamdars and Agrabarnms , 14 are in the com-

" pound of a dwelling houge, and the toddy of 899 is enjoyed by ryots in the Estates of Zemindars

and Pr%grietors. Of the trees whi¢h are under the enjoyment of ryots, some were planted by
the r'y 6ts theniselvés to mark the boundaries of their flelds and gardens;” and My, Knox sees
“ no reason why any change in the ryots® favor should be mtdé especially -as none of these trees
are on the Government land” He also recommends that < in Cowles given for waste land on
which Foddy yielding trees are growing, the right to these trees should be distinetly declured to
bUthe Guvortinent’s and not the enjoying tenante.” "+ - e e

6. Mr.-BwOXTTetTRY is wancmg in p 1 itted & | :
loss i8 likely to result from exempting %ll trezmpﬁ he has omitted to state whether any

el el ’ ots” land, from the gpgyg,ﬁf)n of the Ab-
7. In Vizagapatam the gen'eTtal rule lis tlhat when “Date and Palmyra tress existing in
“ _ - eroyty land were originally planted by the cultivatine tvot
VIZAGAPATAM. or his predecessor, the occupant has a riycrht. to the fruif, l{:a—

P. B. Smollett, Esq. ves &ec. free from tax and the 2

. A ‘Loddy dr i g

- 12th Sept. in Con. 2d Dec. 1856, him some inconsiderable allowance f)‘:)r t;‘g?:ifﬁzzg lgf &r;:];f:
B ing Toddy. But this is optional. If a complajnt Were made

of opposition by the ryots to the servants of the renter drawing Toddy their interdiction would

be set aside;” *“in some places the Puttadars unless the trees are included in their leases are not

supposed to have a right to the produce of the trees.” “To trees in the waste the villagérs ‘are

not supposed to have any right whatever,” and no trees can be felled without the Pemﬁﬁn of
Government, or the Zemindar ascording as they stand on Government or private landss

8. Mr. Smollett roughly estimates the loss consequent on any " chang. ich how
he deprecates, at 1,800 or 2,0005i{up'ees- 1 sny change. whiok howevet

9. In para. 6 of his letter Mr, Smollett says: * It is not su in’ this “disteict tha
the cultivator g the owner of his holding. If he vZas, the trees woﬂpdojg (}aourse }l?: h(g;mx;e?:;t
He is the tenant only, therefore the trees do not appertain to him.” 1f by cultivator Mn. Smol:
Jett here means & Government ryot holding a Government Puttsh, the Board must deny both
the assertion and the argument. A Goyernment Puttah gives as valid and permaneni a title in
Vizagapatem as in any othér district and subject only to the pagmert ot tha regulafed assess-
ment the PmQLhcdar i8 the owner of his holding for so long as its asessment is paid, Govern-
ment cannot ejsct him, and he may sell, morigage, bequeath or alienate his land pshe pleages—
nor is this princible of proprietorship lessened by the fact that his rights do net  af. present ex-
tend to trees on the land—for these or any other particulat item may be treserved fo Governz

3

?
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ment without affecting his proprietorship to the land; though of course every such regervation
iessens its value. The Board have certainly countenanced no measures which would reduce a
ryotwary Puttahdak to 2 mere tenant at will, and they maust remark that if the practice of the
district nnknown to them is as described by Mr. Smollett it is somewhat inconsistent in him
to deprecate a change which by his train ot reasoning would so far as it tends to establish pro-
prietorship-in the soil operate to lay the surest foundation ef national progress and prosperity

10. In Rajabmundry the Abkary renters though vested in their licenses with the cx-
: ' clusive privilege of selling liquor are not authorized . to exer-
Rasammunpry. _ cise any interference with the Palmyra and Date tregs, which
A. Purvis, Esq- are separately rented gemerally to Zoddy drawevs, though

12th in Con. 218t August 1858.  in a few cases the Abkary farmers. algo hold these .rgq’_cag
The persons to whom the trees are thus let by the joint

renters of the Villages acquire the right of manufacturing Jaggery, of msing the leaves, fruitand
fibre of the trees, and of appropriating the Toddy drawn from them but they cannot sell the
Toddy or make Arrack without a license from the Abkary eontractors with whom they oeneral-
1y enter into agreements for the purpose. The tregs thus rented oyt howcver are only thosg
which whether situated on Inam or Government lands are classed as Motuxpha” or taxable;
but the Collector has been unable to ascertain when, or by whom, or on what principle this clas-
sification was formed. The Ryots are supposed to have a right in virtue of their Puttah, only
to those trees which they or their ancestors planted, and these are excluded from the tree rents
and can only be worked by the renters with the consent of the Ryots by private agreement bet-
ween themselves. In several Talooks the same practicé obtains in réa'ardP to trees on Inam lands,
the right of drawing Joddy being lot by the joint Village renters and a certain sunr being enter-
ed on this account in the % e rents. - Nearly 80,000 trces are thus rented ous, and the
practioce existed previous to the permanent settlement. The Collector does not think thag the
crops of the Ryots suffer material injury from this system, and does not recommend any chamge
beyond renting the trees to the Ryots themselves, or rather making them pay an extra sun
for the trees and leaving them to make their own arrangements with the Toddy renters
if so disposed: This would certainly be an improvement on the preseatgystes, hut it does
not in the Board’s view go far cnough. As the practice of remting the troea Ip. JIpgm
lands existed prior to the permanent settlement, their produce clearly forms no part of the Inam
and where they exist in sufficient numbers to be worth noticing a fair. but moderatc sum may

payment be made over to the Inamdar as his absolute property. 1f this e, eg

the Tnamdars would have no just ground of complaipt, and all pretext. ayen JoX QRJCC ;
be removed by simply allowing them the option of adhering to the present system if they deem
it more.advanfageous. The rent shquid, phviously be permanent or the Inamdars might oyt down
angd gel} it.l!;%u“ o, Claim remigsions 1n bad scasons &¢, but on the other hand, the tox:shouil.he
materially lighter In cofisequence ot being permanent. The treatment of trees on the ‘Ryots’
Puttah lands will be noticed in a subsequent part of these Proceedings, and it will suflice here
to point out that the Abkary Farms oppose no obstacle to their being dealt wath in whatever
manner may be deemed most desirable. ,

justly be assessed in perpetuity on the Inam, and the trces in consideration of t%gd(h&;oygal
Jéc‘;(og mlght

. TR A A
y 11.  In Masulipatam Date and Palmyra-Trees are not
MASULIPATAM. included in the Abkary rents, and the_ renters interfere na
J: Fraser Fsq, further thay to see that they are not so profusely felled-as 1o
Tk Septx. in Con 2nd })ecr 1856. interfere with the supply of toddy to the Kalalees or drawcrs,
R . who are generally their under fapmers. In regard to.owner-
ship the cugjorn varies in different Taluge. -In Bunder, Peddasah, Kykaloor and-Kbatapsud, the
ryots are. cfiln.aiaej d to have no right to the trees on their Pyttah Jands, and Government rent
them together iyiﬁn', thase on Porumboke lands te the toddy drewers far fixed sums.. In Lalunghy
and Deevy, the Ryots possess a right to the trees on their holdings and pay a tax dircct to Go-
vernment on each tree, or on each group, acgording to local usage. The right however extends
only to teées planted by themselves or their ancestors ; those growing spontangorely beingdeem-~
ed Government property. In regard to private trees the toddy drawers make their own arrange-
mepts with the owners. The Acting Collector congidered no change of system necessory.

'

T

' NELLORE. apprehended the reference made to him. It appears shat the

" ¥. B. Elton Esq. Abkary Renters do not interfere with trees on Puttah lands,

15th Sept.in Con. 24th Nov, 1856. & the Collector believes that they would suffer no real loss if
, - ) formglly prohibited from doing 80, thopghth:ﬂ might tako ad~
‘vantage of such a rule to claim compensation. ~On the other hand Mr. Elton believes. the ryota

ey for B pote

“would gain Tlittle 'b‘gua.uy change, and ke considers Section 17, Regulation X of 1820, quite suffici-
! ne

on which it ndqubtedly is, if enforced, -

12, The Collector of Nellore has in some ineasm:e This-

-

. 13. The practice of the Cuddappah Disirict is very

. CUDDAPAH, 4 obscurely stated by the Collector. In 1830 the Board dire »ted

DEI. Murray, Esq Date trees to be specially reserved to Government but: made

9th Novr. iu Con. 3d. Decr- 1857. no mention of Palmyras which however are not generally

abundant in the Province- The instructions in regard:to the

former are stated to be still observed, but Palmyras on Puttah and Inam lands seem 3irtua,11y' %0
be recognized as belonging to the land owners.

14. In Bellary Toddy is extracted ‘from: Date tiees

BeLiLARY. which chiefly grow in waste land. Those situated on Puttah

C. Pelly, Esq. or Inam lands caunot be used without the land holder’s con-

25th June in Con. 2ds}uly'1857. sent.. Palmyra trees are very rarc and plantations of them
Pro. to Govt. 3rd June 1858, have been formed experimentally at Government expense.

oy _ 15. Captain Russell merely states that. Date and Pal-

KugkooL. , myr4. Trees are included in the Abkary Farm, that there ig

_ Capt. J. G. Russell: no necessity for any change and that 1s introduction would
8thin Con: 17th September 1856 lead to a loss of about Rupees 1,000.

16. The report of the Collector ot Chingleput is in
o g?g;xG%E?UT. , several particulars inconsistent and generally not very in~
ath; Co ubrick, Beq , telligible. As far as'the Board can understand it, the rule
thin Con 8th Sept, 1856. in Chingleput is to inc.ude all trees capable of preducing:

on Puttah Jand T Y Q‘M&B'Abl&ry rents ; where however the trees stan
%nm ‘?1 to h".' ,fto.dy cannot be d.rawn from them without the ryot’s consent, and payment
;;nnume'mu t‘;‘ or 5& Mr. Shubrick calculates that a.remission of about..6,000 Rupees per
from his fa:'m eb'mta ﬁj:o the. Abkary renters if all trees capable of producing; toddyrara emcluded
hension of the 'cu thu A.’BJIECOP,SWM with other parts.of his letter and founded. on, a misappre~
present cannot ase. | h" 1t is intended only to exclude trees on puttah land which the renter--at
tailed on hi buse without payment and the ryot’s consent, it is obvious that:no hoss can be emw
that when :s‘g"ily &ﬁl"ﬂe to this effect: In the concluding para. of his letter Mr. SHubriek proposes
Jeclared liablo :' tvh; mted are issued to Poyakaries, the trees on the land shéuld be expressly
W}ien\WasEe lano(’i ts {hoel,mgb‘?ﬂ‘.pf the Abkary renter, This however would be clearly unjust.
o ryot whether Merassidar or not; and duly

, in the Puttah of another

id for the P i : : e 04
mpudm e Poyakary who wishes to cultivate it must make his own arrangements with the
private proprietor and Government

- Ho-then atands in the position of the sub-tenant ofa
lﬁ::;:: concern with kim as the r%):‘i’etor alone is liablg for the agscssment, and all disputes
Government and is' not. included in any persons 1;::;,1, sirer] e however theiwasts belongs to
on obtaining & cowl from Government is as complste as if he!w"’em‘,‘k‘:i vrlght to-theland or trees

tion which the Collector proposes is inadmissible especiall >wad:the distino~
obtain land until it ‘o _ specially as mo Poyakary or stranger can
w-\,,.mljgg.ﬁ-‘mt own oftered to the residedyayots or Mersseidars. ., - .-

Norre Arcor.
Q. Whitsinghass, Bsq.
13th in'Odm. J4th March 1857.
ash ig Con: 23rd May 1857,

“¥2. In North Aveot the trees: :
Abkary farn, snd the Ryots exer:iééa mbt
those standiny on their Puttah lands.

tneluded th - the
plete oivnershitp dvez

el wmansy i oo
SO G adgpngna o, -

Souts ABCoT, 8. : TR WAL ST
R, el T on Push lad s Souh Arstar i sxcit

z8th Augtin Con 16th Oct. 1855 toddy from them withous the comasat of gho o Wiy
. the trees grow on waste they are regarded as. ﬂi:'c! .

roperty of the villagers who haye hitherto paid Government Anna 1 , Pice 3, for 'ei'ergm?%
actually yielding toddy, and again rented out the produce to the Abkary Contractor. he ar{ap :?
ment as well as the exdeptional ' inclusion ‘1n ' the' Fairmg f

E.M C. 6th March inCon. 21st some trees in the immediate neighbourhood of Ciiddatore 'wﬁlf
April 1868, No. 268, R. D, be considered in carrying out the new rules in regard to the
- N . ownerdhip of all trées o puttak lands, . . .

S B
LR e}

N 19 The practice of including the trees on ryots’ holdings

.Tﬁ-fbﬁ( ' -does not obtain in Tanjore, a8 they are held to-befang.fo th

20tk Be W. Chery, Esg: land owners. The only exeeption is in thie rental by, fhe 0012
Oth Beptr. in Oon, 8th Dec 1856 lector of some Palmyras which stand on the rides of the igh
| ' road from Tanjore to Negapatam. ‘



_ 20. In Trichinopoly there are very few Palmyra_trees

TRICHINOPOLY. and the Date rarely attains such a size as to produce foddy.

4. Bird, Fsq,, The Abkary Farms do not include the right to draw toddy

27th August in Con 2d Sept. 1856. from any tree whatever, and in this province toddy is obtain-

ed only from Cocoanut trees which arc the private property
of the Ryots ont whose lands they grow.
[

Mapbura 21
. R D. Parker Eqq. ;
11th in Con. 17th September 1866.

The same is the case in Madura.

22, Mr Silver reports the Tinnevelly practice in the
following terms— The general Abkary renter or the sub
renter as the case may be, grants a license to certain of the
toddy drawing shanars in every village in the District, speci-
v ) fyin{g the rate at which he or they are to sell Toddy and the
amount to be j aid to him (the renter) for being allowed to draw and sell 1oddy. ‘These Toddy
drawers who are the Palmyra cliabers and seldom the Proprietors of Trees, rent the trees in the

village from their owners for the purpose of drawing either Z'oddy or Pudenye (sweet
wiaf. Toddy) according as there is a demund for either, on condition of paying to them,
swawmy-bhogum at so much per tree in addition to the regular tree tax.

TINNEVELLY.
J. Silver, Esq.
26th Nov in Con. 4th Dec. 1856.

CoIMBATORE. 23. In Coimbatore the trees are included in the Farm,
E. B. Thomas Esq. _but the Renter must make his own agreement with their
28th Oct. in Con. 6th Nov. 1856. owners for 'their use, and cannot use sthem without their -
consemnt, ¢
LJ
SALEM, 24.  In Salem these trees when on Putcut land are not
H. A. Brett, Esq. included in the Abkary rents. The tax levied for them on

2d. Jan. in Con. 3d. April 1857. account of Government has been separately decided in the

Board’s Pro. 2d.-April 1855.  Ryot's favor and further notice of the subject is unnecessary
E. M. C. 31st May in Con. 29th on this occasion. C
Oct. 1855, No. 655, R. D.

CaxNara. 25. In Canara the trees on Ryots’ holdings are all private
W. Fisher, Esq. property, and the Abkary Renter makes his own arrange-
R7th Angt. in Con. 15tk 3ct. 1856. ment with the owners. s

I

_ MALABAR. 26. In Ma]@bar the ‘A‘bkarylregulation is only in partial
W R. B,gbinson, Esq. operation, the knife and Still tax prevailing in portions of
9th in Con. 18th October 1856. the district. Private right in land is absolute in this District.

27. From the above reports, it Will be seen that in the 11 Districts of North Arcot; Madura,
Coimbatore, Trichinopoly, South Arcot, Canara, M labar,

E. M. C. 6thMarch in Con. 21st Bellary, Salem, Tinnevelly & Tanjore, no change is necessary,
April 1858, No. 298, R, D. the Puttadar’s right to the trees on his land being practically
admitted in accordance with the principle established in regard

to other trees. In the remaining Districts it may be necessary to postpone the operation of
the principle until the current Abkary leases expire ; but the Board will call for the leases of
the Renters and ascertain by examination of those documents whether these persons really
ssess a right to work trees on Puttah lands. The new arrangement will involve some present
oss of Revenue, but the Board do not think this will be large and it will be made up by the
impulse which the exemption will give to planting. The Board will ascertain and report here-
atter the exact loss in each District, '

- 28. If Goverument approve of their proposals, the following will be' thé general rule of

practice hereafter:—

I. Date and Palmyra on Puttah and Inam Lands, and in Back-_yards, will be the property
of the lax}d owners.

II. Such trees will be excluded hereafter from the operation of the Abkary Rents, but
the owners in accordance with Regulation I of 1820, will not be at libesty o vend the . liquor
drawn from them without the license of the Abkary Renter. woo T

\

-
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I1I. The Abkary Renter will a8 a matter of course be allowed the use of all Toddy
producing trees on Government waste free of any payment—but will not be allowed to fe]} or
apply them to any other purpose, and will not be entitled to claim compensation for any with-
drawn from the operation of his contract or taken for public purposes, nor when pieces of waste
jand containing trees are given to Ryots for cultivation. In order to prevent all dRputes, these
leases will be so worded as to limit the Renters’ privileges to trees on unoccupied Government
waste, only eo long as the land remains unoccupied and to bar claims to compensation in the

other cases above mentioned.

IV. Waste land on which Palmyra and Date trees grow in considerable numbers will ag a
rule be reserved for Abkary or other Government purposes.

V. Trees on Government Waste cannot be fellad without the permission of the Revenue
suthorities. . : . 3

29. These' Regulations which of course will not apply to Zemindaries and proprietary
Estates will the Board think suffice o protect the interests of Government, while thiey will ac.ld
to the value of Ryotwary Estates' and remove another ground of official interference with
the Ryots. - SR -

30. In their Proceedings, dated TOth Jane 1858, No. 3131, the Board ‘sugggsted that
Palmyra.s' should be placed in the charge of the.Oonservntor of Forests, Fmﬂyf _eonsideration -
however induces the Board to withdraw this recommendation. The necessity of :aHowing the
Abkary Renters the use of such trees renders it desirable that they should be under the Col-
lector’s control. Moreover the Conservator could not take care of them without a large establieh~
ment in every District, while this Fclin be done, as heretofore by Collectors without anyadditivbn—
al expénse. The Conservator’s management would also lead to not & little clashing and increase

df corréspondence not merely in connection with the Abkary but also with applicationsfor land

to be brought under cultivation. It has hitherto been the rule in most of the Districts that Go-
vernment trees shoWIInot-ve Telled withuus the - Colleotor’s permission, and without payment
of & varying sum, and that for every tree felled & certain humber of  seeds should be sown. The
carrying out of this rule in every District wou'd meet every object, and -the Board would now
proposc-thss this should be doné dnd iﬁSI}' trées re-placed in the Collector’s charge. *
(A true Extract) = .. . .
' . Co - u J‘ D\SIM’ ST
: : S L TBecretary.
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to G;QVQ;-annt’RL D, S e L,

To

Copy to all Collectors. HEA T

CIRCULAR .o . ..

Llas ;
ATTUEING S 1S IVTRE: 2
o . e

———— - £ . G L.
RSV REE VIS B

No. 1314,
Extracr from the PROCEEDINGS of the BoARD of Revenus, dated 14th April 1859,
Read Extract Minutes Consultation, dated 14th March 1859, R. D., No. 321 communticating
‘the observations of Government on the propositiopp submitted by the Board with | ref:erence to
the exclusion of Palmyra and Date trees on ryots’ holdings from the ‘Abkary leases; and re-
queptixik\tb em to prepare and submit for approval, a Digest of It.hve Vanous ort)lers) tha}}ﬁel;aen
passed within the last few years on the question of the taxation of trees ggn’onﬁy", SEN

AN
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(In. Con. 16th Mareh 1859, No, 1085.)

.. Resolved that the above Extract Minutes Consultation be cirenlated fo all Collectors;
with reference to the Board’s Proceedings 28th February last, No, 734,

2 The Colléctors of Bellary, NeHore, Chingleput, Ganjam,
géa;ulxpat@; Cuddapah, Guntoor and Kurnool will carefully examine the Abkary Cowle in

t bricte aud forward copies of them if they seeny to oppose s obstacle to the immediat
introduction of the principle approved by Government. PP 4 e

3 The Board will attend immediately to the orders in para 5.
(A true Extract)

Vizagpatam, Rajahmuudry,

J. D. SIM, Secretary.

Revenve Depaktment,
No. 321, R
Eztract from the Minutes of Oonsultation under dats the 14th March 1859
Read the following Extract from the Prooceedings of the Board of Revenue,
Submitting with an expression of the Board's) : ‘
sietos thereon, the replies of the different Co/- |
lectors reporting the Practice obtaining in their L

respective districts in regard to including Date Here enter 28th February 1859, No. 734.)
and Pilmipé treve on ryots holdings {n iheJ ( :

Abkary Farms,

In this paper the Board of Revenue reply to the order of Government dated July 18, 1856
No. 748, reapecting Palnt

yra gad Date trées standing on private lands. 7The enquiry had refer-
ence to the trea ent of such trees as respects tihe A kary farms; viz. whether they should be
~entirely and in all dades exempted from the operation of those furms or mot 7'he Board snbmit
¢ replies of the Collecters s their ¢all for information. Their Proceedings also contdin an ab-
stract of the purport of those replies; & they give lastly their own views and recommendations.
Novth Arcot, - - Matabar, - " 9;. e practice varles considerably in the different distriota.
HMadur, Bellaty, In the eleVemmed in the margin, Paliiyra 20d date trees
Doimbatore, Salem, standing on private land, whether puttah land, Inam, or bqu,yg‘d,
richinopoly, T innevelly, are treated as private property, in common with trees of other
Routh Arced, ' Tamjore,  Kindk, hiid o chitfige is Foquired trert, 1n Gidr th garry- ,
Canare, ‘wishos of Goverinent- X9 .ﬂxmb}emfu b

be added Nellore, Bellary, and C t,.04 virtuall; belong-
128 19 144 mino catogory. I Ui pae W padliog. CHudissr, which is omitted by
the Board as being the one which edfw%%‘re erence), quch trees are more or less interfered
with under Ekm hwa,‘tho'g‘ﬁ’ﬁ the custom is not alike in all, g'is,remarkable that while
e ‘practiee provails in alt the Southern Didivists; this ‘opposits ‘practics is not

only confined to the N orthern Districts, but is found #¢ graw 'in intensity towards. the. North,
and exists in its highest developmenit in Ganjam and Vizagapatam. _ B

. 8. The Government are of opinion that the right of Ryots and others to trees on tdeir
land, already declared in the case of trees geneérully, should be now extended in all Districts to
the kinds now ‘%ﬂbﬁﬁo&l, viz. Palmyra and Date. They approve the propositions contained
in park.28B of the Board’s Proceedings as embodying the future practice, and authorize the
Board to give them effect immediately whenever pacticable, and every where, on the expiry.
of the current Abkhry leases, at latest. In para. 27 the Board allude fo the possibility that
those leases may prevent the immediate adoption of the measute completely ; but for the reason
stated by the Board in the case of Chingleput, (ﬁara. 16), it seems doubtful to Government

whether the Renters can really have any rights which would be compromised by such a measure,
The fourth and fifth of the propositiéns'in para.

28 will require to be carefully attended to and

upheld by Collectors. v '
4. For the reasons stated in para. 30, the Governor in Council is of opinion that Palmyra

and @éte trees ofi ied Jand should ‘be uhder the charge of the Coll%otors, and should

not be included in that of the Conservator of Forests.

.5 A Tﬂ. riety of orders have. been passed within the last few eﬁ‘s on'the subject of Trees,
respecting both their liability to, or exemption frofn, taxation, si.h‘dzaTaé ‘the pro) "l"féta fights
- incivnt to 1%m; s both ih e Revenvie and the Public Worlis Department.  The Govoracr

in Conpal] eonsiders it desirable that thege orders shonld all be hrought to ether and digested
5o :%}!J‘e paper s iﬁgh'e requests tho Board to bhuse such a suxiacy to b orépetedri phetk
office, and s for thw approvil of Governmont, e b
(A true Extract.)
(Signed.) J. D, BOURDILLON, Secretary to Ggg‘_’,"""m' ~

r-
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No. 1469, .
£XTRACT from the PROCEEDINGS of the BoarD of REVENUE, dated 28th April 1859,

t Minutes Consultation, dited 14th March 1859, R. D., No. 321
Read Bxtract Minutes (In': Con 16th March 1859, No. 1085.)

' ‘ : i iveni i . d to prepare
with the instructions given in para. 5 of this order, the Board proceed to pr
f D'I::lst? %%O:g:i%fs rules which have latgly been laid down on the subject of 'lopes‘__a:él l;) rees,
1g2 To place the subject in a clear and conunected form, the ?oartdtrlna%v ::1 l;‘ell‘\?;titv ¢ g;ovzﬂn
] : ive principles of the forme .
by expressing their regret that the faulty a.nld oppres::n pa ncI\)lltutal enterprise and industry.
ments, were so long permitted under our rule to cramp agr p D
Under the short-si;:hted native system, the immediate collection o a,s;dmutcs  revonue as could b
levied, was the principal object kept in view. Hence if any new B was raised if the Tyats jme
vated, an increased tax was demanded, and t!xe ordinary assessment \;'a:f Ay roven;entsywas -
proved their lands by sinking wells, or planting trees. This taxatio ! _Pa Stacnant remeny
Eap ily continued under our rule, and the consequences showed themse v:ﬁ mand v%ant. Tevenne,
in the neglect of lands possessing great natural advsatages and in 21131_ Bépii:: tsy Ibe Canare where
prise on the part of.Agricultual loxgmumty, except in favored Dbistr
sounder revenue principles prevaile . .
3. At length an era of more hope and promise commenced in 1853, when w:]ls qufnbeyx]eﬁg-
holders at their own expense were declared to be exempted from additional taxa 103 ; an o
tion which was soon extended to private tanks and water courses. This enlightenc 130 lc}t’ g th
such a stimulus to the cultivation of gardens and frait tx:ees,-that allusion to 1t 0(;1u '!110 ;)ve th
propriety be omitted on the present occasion Besides being one of the earliest; it has 4 s0
one of the most efficient reforms, and in their Proceedings of 22nd January 1858, No. 305, Pal‘;a-
36, the Board remarked Lat the abolition of the old system of taxing private wells and tanks,
was the measure to which they looked witk most confidgnge for eovering our provinces with fruit
trees and plantations. T e )
4. Butin the interval which passed between the commencement of our rule and the intro<

duction of the above more liberal policy, a faulty
E. M C. 31st May 1855, No. 655,p. 11, - revenue system led to the decay of old gardens and

. oth Octr. 1855, No. 1422. plantations, while few or no new ones. were planted
in Con 20t ’ in their place. “Hence the want of frees and timber
See Board's C. O, Book, page 443. ““ became to be inoreasingly felt ‘wnd eventuslly the

“Tope Rules of 1848 were drawn up with the view of
i ions.” se rules aro divided into two sections. : . C

) enc’lo“!ll?{gi;gg [;1:;1:3%1::1 :he :ﬁtgner in which topes and avenues of trees for. public utility cant
obtain exemption from taxation. Topes of this description may be plangzt\l o; Shfs);%al (%ccupégd)
C-_Q Book, 1st Vol. as well as on waste land. —See C O 15th Qctober i, phge 504.
- Qﬂi@ 8¢005d prescribes the manner in which Waste land may be given on Cowle, Without tax
for 20 years, to parties who wigh to plant topes including plantations for firewood for their private
benefit. e R T e R .

5. The second portion of these rules virtually acknowledged the important principle, since
fully admitted and ag:zd upon, that no revenue should be dgmanded fromr plantations peypnd the
assessment of the land on which they stand. But this principle was only at first admxttled. prog-

. pectively or in regard to future plantations. . Another point in
SeeBoard’s Pro. quoted in note which these Rules of 1848, were in the first instance defective,
5, page 446 of C. O. Book & was in not allowing them to apply to Cocoanut, Betelnut, Pal-
notes 3, 4 & 11 on topes in the myra, & Date trees, This restriction had its origin int fears for the
appendix of 2ud Vol p 204, &c. revenue derived from existing plantations, and was soon given

. _ ~up-  The restriction was removed as regards aveuue trees by
C. O. Book 1st Vol.

C. O of 23rd October 1848, page 475, and was afterwards
C. O. supplt. page 89. abondoned altogether by C. Q.. 28th September. 1854

6. Tha next improvement was to revise the rates of tax collected on scattered trees. The
subject was brought forward by the Collector of Tnchmopo}y who proposed to reduce and Eim-
plity the rates in his District, and the Board took the occasion to ogcerne that in their opinion
the revised rates should be charged only in cases where no separate assessment .was levied on

the land. Governmeut sanctioned the modified rates proposed
Extract Minutes Cousultatson, for Trichinopoly, but their order specified trees on unoccupied

\ Jth January 1854, No. 10 in land only, so that the great prineiple of not levying a tree tax

i in additsan to the land assessment still remained in abeyance.
Q:nsultanon 30th\J-'aTxuary li‘lhe Board then took measures for cx‘tendlng_ to other sttnc_ts
the'zeform which had been carried ont in Trichinopoly & laid the subject be’ror.e' Go‘vernt_nenf in
their lotter of 2nd April 1856. The arrangements on this occasion had two objects in view ;-

I», To exempt all trees from taxation except & few ot the most important kinds, viz. Mango
Tamarindy Jack, ﬁloopah,.(}ocoauut and Palmyra. .

IL = Zoiptroduce into each District 8 wniforn and moderate scale of taxation in superces-
sion of tke former complicated and sometimes burdensome rates. The rates of taxation were as
the same time assymilated in the different Districts as far as their varying circumstances permitted.

Circulated with Board’s C, O. 7. Government entered into a discussion of ths subject inm
of 20th October J858, No, 2%02. Extract Minutes Consultation 3lst May 1855 No 665. The
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arrangements proposed by the Board for modifying the
In Con. 29th Octobét 1853, of tax on seattered trees,t{ frecing all except sig dgscrip:?(}x?s
No 1425 o from taxation were approved ; but ‘Government now weng
fully into the question, and directed several other reforms to bo proceeded with. By far the most
important of these was the great principle lately advocated by the Board of charging no tax for
trees o occupied lands, and it was now directed that trees on Puttah or Inam land, on the bound-

aries of fields and in backyards, should be exempt from taxation. The other ameliorative meas-
ures relased %o the following subjects ;— P o e e

L Arresting the decay of old topes which had fallen into the hands of Government, in conse-
quence of the former native system of heavy taxation, by placing a modeaate assessment on
the land occupied by them, and giving them over to the heirs of the original planters wherc
they could be found, or otherwise to the village community, or some res eotagl‘e Iandholder.

II.  Distinguishing groups of Palmyras or other trees on unoccupied land from detdbhed or
Scattered trees, so that the former might be relieved from the tree tax and its toll system,
by being charged a lump rent or Muctah, or by an assessment being fixed upon the land.

IIL Leaving all landholders at perfect libetty to lop and fell the trees gro: !
and forbidding any private trees to be taken except by purchase when timber or fucl was
required for public purposes. . '

IV. ' Attention was also drawn to the importance of prstecting avenues, valu
forests and trees of all descriptions planted to strengthen the bunds of ta
while villagers were not to be debarred from their
for domestic purposes within their village limits.

8. After collecting the necessary information from the Colletors, the Board detailed ar-
rangements, for carrying out the views of Government, as far as was fonnd possible, in their
Proceedins of 22nd January 1858, No, 305, In some pointe it was found necessary to modify
those views—for instance, the toll system under which the trees are taxed insteatd vf the land, in
Tanjore, and part of Trichinopoly, in Tinnevelly, and Malabar, could not be at oncq altered &
was found to work satisfactorily in the first three Districts. It was also shown that most of the
old topes had not lapsed to Government from over-taxation, as had been supposed, and that gnly
in some instances, therefore, were parties willing to take them from Government'on condition of
Paying the land assessment. It appears, however, unnccessary to enter into ‘these particulars

o N which are noticed in extenso in the Governmet’s review of the
InCon. 21, April 1858, No.1061. Board’s Proceedings contained in  Extract Minutes Consulta-

. tion 6th March 1858, No. 298.
9. Another important subject connected with trees is the extent to which the renters of
Abkarry Farms have been allowed to interfere with tod

dy, producing trees growing on 'Rjots’

holdings. Government directed enquiries to be made  ori” this
In Con. 14th August 1856. point in Extract Minutes Gonsultation, 18tk ¥y 1868, No. 748,

the Board reported upon it in their Peaostflings of 25th Feb.
1859, No. 734, and thir. fepart: hin:fast baeh: mwwgqhemmn?f% thre “Extract Minntes
Consultation at the head of these Proceedings. ) »

- 105, Th img papiers connected with the taxation of topes and trecs have thus been
cnumerated; but a separate correspondence has taken place between the Board and the Colleetors
to arrange such local rules as the peculiarities of each Distriot required to-carry out the orders
of Government.

The gubatance of these rules may be thus summed up :— -’
+- When the taram assessment of the land is paid, no extra tax will be levied on tiees of
any kind which now exist or:may hereafter be planted. ‘ :
Noxg,—The epirit of this rule is not contra
Tinnevelly, Tanjore and the wet talugs of 7'richi
land aseessment instead of being an addition to ;
IL Under the spirit of the above
lands or in the backyards which are all
on the District mamool.

II1. When treés are planted on Poonjah land and watér is-taken for’ them’ from’ &' Sitcar
source, the usual water tax

will be levied in addition to the Poonjah assessment.
1V. The holders of trees on Puttah or Inam land or in backyards have an absolute pro-
prietary right in them, and may lop or fell them at pleasure, and without: fiyst ‘applyiniz o the
Government Officers for permission, DR L o
‘When Cocoanut or other trees ave planted on Nunjah land, a.single-crop, or a double-
crop assessment will be levied, with reference to the registry of the land as one crop or two orop.
Note —This rule is founded on the following reasons—Trees do not require more ‘Water
than one rice crop and no extra charge is therefore made for ther.n when planted on -siqg!e crop
land But when they are planted ¢n land which has been supplied with irrigation’ fo¥ two rice
crops, Government ought not to lose iterevenue and a two-crop asseesment is therefore charged.—
Vi&: Enclosure 2 in Board’s Proceedings of 8th March 1855, No. 599 N ;
VI. Applications may be made for the topes now in the hinds of Government, on the:

condition of paying the tarum assessment of the land on which they stand. Where the heirs of* -
the plantcrs of these topes can he found, they will be sur

: : pe . rendered to them. QOtherwise they will
be made over, at the disoretion of the local authorities, to the village community, or to some
respectable person vho will be likely to take care of the trees, Jn all these cascs after a Luttah

ving on their property,

able timber in the

nks and channcles;
ancient privilege of cutting fucl and wood

vened by the levy of a trce tax in Malabar,
nopoly, for this tax is there substituted for the.
t. ; e )
rule no tree tax will be-levied on trees growing on Inam
owed for the use of the 1701 by the Hookuglina ?h‘mles

13k

: omes atsolute proptietor .of the
is miven for the land on which a tope stands, the. Puttahdat bee atsolute prop .
e : iti ing d assessment,
trecs g i are not made on the condition of paying ‘he lan, men
. VII. Topes f(:lr; wo];lfyn?{zrzive“ out on a Muctah, or fixed }x‘noney rent, or‘th{a tree ?ﬁx lt::
will be put np tto re 1l be levied on their trees. In thesc cases the timtgcﬁ‘age;o or W"thbliﬁ
mi';?oglg,e?h?l:;vv; and loppings as well as to the fruit, but must not fe t_gges wi ‘
entitie L - 1
iesi . ill be taken by the Go-
per ersong are willing to rent topes measures Wi ! 4 N
VeInIt:I ;erzéltir:onga{)her and dispose of 'the Qro‘duce-;—-the village community will m’>i; b
vernm % rent. o
. r pay 1fs previous ‘
obhg&to 'ZkfrZ: ’Zﬁea‘iftgécé‘?iseﬁ rgteys wil‘i be collected ox_xdscatterecl trecs growing om waste
s R ich the tarum assessment 13 not pud. . &
o uu;écur‘s;(lilelsnai\f:;;{i}cl;:ion (durkast ) is made for wa]ste 1lané1 fzﬁtem;ﬁ%n ?s:?g;g‘:nt,"‘?g; athii'
""" . i ise of taking the land a
f the trees is to be offercd the choise o g ; ’ } » .
kglgg;u:g’ the land with the trecs may be mﬁdiro‘é:rktl(i)nﬁl&: %Ek))lli:?xrl‘:ation 6th March 1858, p. 15,
Nore.—This prmcxple '1s 413115‘-1- down in }futaCollecﬁots have been advised :obai?th?e?l lzugg'g::
o : s o Nlv. and With dl}e reaa?d ‘(-'40\05 abl1a DA
In Con 21st April 1858, No. 1061 :fxlxl1 dYt ,he interests of Govgrm?entfr, fl:%eylba&re(};(i&?’;#_
i 1 ywer of refusing offers made for waste land
forted that they posiess a discretionary powelrl_(zf rei'utitzaw) Frentis to obtain the tiber, oF
ing valuable timber or fruit trees, when the object of the ug p'ih' B et Waste Tands con-
annoy an opponent instead of really cultivating the land. 1d the same én ot puTp0SCE,
ining Palmyra or Date trees will be reserved for Abkairy or other Gove: P 8L
tainicE In some instances one Ryot holds a Puttah for the Wo&bgrjq&mﬁigf .\Yfm?
XL Inso ‘ ' upon it. Ip these cases when the gh' lti'ge
ot treey doe t consent to pay the t1
—In the-orders sent to somr. Districts, 4he s~ does no ent
Mgg:‘ami;e{]l;:y:ol‘]'eilore,Guntoor,South Arcot &c., tax toi;the %’utmhdaér,“ u}r:in ;cr)l tbi Fgggzc"gg
1% 'y “y e R : vy e ove
have been prohibited, & the holder from him by the Government oin
d;‘)l:rl?;gﬂli: tt:)a}ll): given merely areceil’)t for his pay- lll)ereto}il'?lro,‘ (,}lfil 1st to bte; :;eilxtiggéi g;gﬁl:ﬂ;g
0 . some | in Salem, this Puttahdar. Collectors are to endeax
tances, as I1n Sale 1ttandar. | 3
me;nt& n]::tt‘;: zglgsc;nzarried ’out, in canse'q’uence %mg hthls mcon\(rleme;l; i\\;};gr? té);i i"g}:};
rule ¢d stablished practice. uttahs to a speedy, epd and are to g
of its departure from long eambpahq\ practice T od ‘flhﬁ“ 1’% ££g,\hs rirteiie St

whenever practicable: h

el a0k gt
i . of cutting’ theéin
" rivilege as heretofore of cutting fuel within
'1i }gll‘ilt.nitgyo'tlgh:;emaalg)ng (:ll;: sﬁgf siged wgod for domestic purposes, under the regulations
aid 3 ' ; EICUR I TRUITTIS PRAN TR I | (N
3 vancy. , R
lsilg-d-lggﬁ.by &zn"r%r;:tlé}:{:a?;f 184{8 are still in force, and anfpgxigor:; 3;&32: g ,gip??n;n y%l;c;
or private topes; indlading plantations of firewood, may apply Or,_an,,_hl, whfit For orfinars il
ile ‘ground,: > wh-l--%l)l d othor ueea.sylll grow, buf which'is w :
ivation: » ill b S aiven on o Hght ssvessment, and this as gt?’&ngt leviable %)r.ZO years.. .
tivation, will be %’wen Hg , , e

Nore—Thik rule does nit apply to the Tinnevelly 2 :i ‘.C.f_si_‘)_ﬁ&.{gg}asé gvhu_:_l:
g ok ot st e
o - «d’s Proccedings . May 1808, No. 1817,
In Con. 6th November 1858 No. 4527. f:a %?:;;g (?t Mlif; o B o ltation, Tth. O%¥sta s
No. 1351.

: . ocoamit . and Palinyras, chn only use them for
XIV. All holders of such trees as Cotoaniits Dates and Palmyras, ¢an only use, S
making toddy under the provisions of the Abkarry i{e‘g'iilaﬁor'g T of 1820. ﬁ?‘t;h%{%&rgg:eﬁfe
cr is prohibited from intetfering with sach treees when growing on privaie land Without the
consent of their owners. LT S :
Note:~~The latter part of this rule will riot be caified o A . until Abe
Nellore, Chitigleput, Goontoor, Masulipatam, ,Rﬁjamuﬁdx?, izagapatam and _q?«t}lam;g, unul. s
present abkutry leases ekpire, of arranpetients Have Beed thade with the renters dertho
XV. "Palmyra and Date trees growiny on' Government waste land will continue uncer, 5
charge of the Collector and not’be riade over to the' Conscivator to Forests. The Abkatry rene_
er will be allowed the use of these trees free of ahy %é%meu?"'but this is %X Vhilst the lapd re
mains unoccupied or whilst the trees dre not requifett by’ Government.  Whe ; of them are

fed by Government, ”__‘.,(??‘P\,;, ¥ari ate
ditector is fo provide that others are

ot 1it* Bellary, Kuriool; Ciddapah,

given are sold to the Ryots for domestic purposes, ths
£ -planted in their place. e
.qwn}gl‘vli.a In the,'eveng of the assessment due oh'land ndt being paid, ‘the 1aad, ‘tocethq{g“{.l,m
tHe ¥epes and trees on it, will be liable to be soll'{or" the arrear. ~No sepatats salc of the trees
mibeR rxtﬂi modification of this rule will be néccssary i prasfice” where' thé holder Of
ves rate Puttah. L s g
roes re;;“g:; a:}v’egg: Proceedings of 22nd J‘anuari 1858, p_a% 41, the: Bognge%cﬁat tlllxg
Tope Rules 0} ¥848 were found thus far to have had little eftect’in exténding Prlvacg fPeB, ar'l B
sageeoul e cud i viow might perlas b beter stlaedup sivizg oo e e,
which avé'wnfit for brdinary cultivation, once and for ever, at a é , - p o

S “than an ordipary rent
peaced to them that & payment of this kind would b mor¢ guitable than an grdinary

) ' o
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sterile lands of the descripsion in view, and that Ryote would show mere willingness ¢, plant
them, if in the receipt given fcr the quit rent, they annually received a document which tatl zo.
knowledged their preprietary right and showed that no additional assessment would be fixed on
the land after the srees came to maturity. Government, however, thought that the present ruleg

would be a sufficient encouragement to p'ant, if such

Extract Minutes Consultation 6th March an extremely light assessment as is suitable for sandy

1858, No. 208, para. 12, in Con. 218t and inferior descriptions of lands was fixed upon them,
April 1858, No. 1061,

andr the Boa'rd_ have, therefore, called attention to the
subject by giving prominence to it in Rule XIIL. The

inoreating scarcity of fuel makes it highly desirable, that plantations of firewhod should spring
up on waste land of this description.

12, One point of some importance remains. In Extract Minutes Consultation 6th Janu-

In Con. 19th January 1858, No. 167.

ary 1858, No. 243, paras 10 to 12, Government allow
the Officers of the P. W. Department to apply the
proceeds of plantations made by them near anicuts &

 river banks, in the first instance to strengthening those works, and maintaining and extending
+, the plantations, Benefit would arise in the Board’s opinion if they were authorized to extend

his principle at discretion to cases where Collectors are engaged in forming topes and spreading

+#hp cultivation of useful trees. The subject has just been brought to their notice, in consequence
bfit}xe Collector of Salem' wanting funds to pay the villagers who are employed from year to year

in sowing Palmyra seeds on Government

See Board’s Pro. of 13th April 1859, No. 1290. waste land. Mr. Orr commenced this practice
»On'this subject see E. M, C' 8th September 1858 in 1841, and it has been followed so success-
No. 1836, P. W. D. Public, 8th in Con 23rd fully that the growing trees were reported in

September 1858, No 4067 respectin
tam and Board’s Pro. C. O. 23rd

ara. 13.
E.p M. C. 8th September 1858, No 1836, para. 8, timbers might be advantageously employed,
P. W. D, in Con. 23rd September 1858, incarrying on further planting of hig very
No. 4067. .
13. It remains to consider the rules which have been passed regarding topes, avenues
and trees in the Public Works Department. i
14, The planting of valuable trees in topes or along tank and channel bunds was im-

Page 16096' Mr. Grant’s book.

N

Re oﬁ{gn njore se ’
i . D;pé anj 1}

th January 1858, No. 9, D. P.W.

Do. 31st'March 1858, Mo. 687, ,, ‘ v ‘
~ Do. 24th April 1858, No. 768, .. _ of the Hmf. ~Bugiuver, #xcept in Tanjore, # on the
C. 0: 18th De 1856 3, Mr. Grant’s

0. 0 Dussmpen 18

¢ 0. 26th October 1856.
Do. page 430. ,
‘When there was a distinct Road Department the Superintendent had the manage-

ment of the avenues, which he

15,

Masulipa- 1854, as amounting to above 25 lacks. In the
%l'uly 1858, opinion of the Board a pertion-of the proceeds

derived from the sale of their legves, fibres &

useful tree.

pressed on the Officers of the P, W. Department in
the C. O. of the Board of Revnue D. P. W., dated
31st July 1855, aud Government showed their ap-
proval of this order in Extract Minutes Cgnsultation
quoted in prra. 15 of these Procesdings. ' (Yovern-
ment aft.erw;"d' mngfermd. all avenues to the charge

‘gréund that their formation was evidently connected
with Public Works,” and on the same principle Dr.
Cleghorn’s paper of suggestions for growing valuable
trees and ‘hedges was cireulated to that Depart-
ment,

}anted along the main lines of road under bis charge; bmt the

avenues on 2all the branch and ngsttict reads used to be under the Collector’s care, Z'he influence
which the Collector has with the native community, and the more efficient means of control
which he possesses in the village and talook establishments make the Board of opinion that the
Conservanoy both of these avenues and of the minor works of irrigation (tanks and channels)
would be more efficient, more promEt and more economical to the State, if placed in that

Officer’s hands, and they are

In Con, 4th December 1858, No. 5252.

No- 687, P. W. D. Bnt as this subject is not under discussion, the Board need only observe that
while the present arrangement contiuues, the, are not aware of any orders being required in

C. 0. 21st Janu#ry 1857 B, pageﬁ&);

of Mr. Grant’s book.

E. M. C. 29th October 1876 No, 2788,
P. w. Dl

No. 4907.

, in Con. 6th Noveniler 1858,

ened in this opinion by the remarks made by Government

in P. 1 and 4 of Extract Minutes Consultation, 13th
November 1858, No. 2386, P. W. D., and in para. 2
ot Extract Minutes Consultation, 31st March 1858,

addition to those already given. These orders call or
_the Magistracy to aid in preventing the theft of wo: 4

BTN ) !c'l)i trees, and to discover and punish persons

those offences, and direct that averues are

not to be logped or felled without the pemnission
the Colleptory who appears to the Board their most
~—gffielent custodian, especially when the villsge com-

B. M. C. 16th March 18541{1«'6. 324, R.D. munity }as 4 part interest in the trees

" Onpy to oll Collactbren

A true Extract.) | N
; [_. J- D. SIM, Seoretary, ‘5“, 4
) Esq.{ﬁpefe,tfry to GOv_grnmqnt,ﬂB.. “ D. o+,

4 Lt . . AR



