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PREFACE.

rr———

ProsccuTED, fined, and imprisoned, for publishing, as an exposi-
on of Native feeling on the Indigo question, 2 translation of the
1 Darpan, 1 desire to shew that it was not

"ative drama called Vi
ithout cause that I interfered in the controversy. I have been vio-

utly assailed, a8 well as indicted as a criminal, and my answer to
ssailants and prosecutors is < Strike, but Hear.”

I have compiled the following pages to illustrate the Indigo system
\ Lower Bengal, because 1 believe that very few persons have access
) the voluminous evidence on the subject published by the Government
od contained in the Parliamentary papers, and that many, even of
10se who have access 0 that evidence, have not the leisure to read it.

I have selected and extracted such passages as have impresse‘d my
wn mind as bearing on the points at issue; but as my object is not to
\ake any personal attack, but simply to develope the evil character and
andencies of the system, I have struck out the names of the plan=:
ed in the official papers, and have “merely

ars and factories mentioned
1dicated by foot-notes, the books from which the documents are

uoted.

I T have commenced with some ExTrACTS FROM THE MINUTE
¢ teE Hon'sLE J. P. GRANT, THE Ligutr. GOVERNOR OF BEN-
AL, pp. 1—6. I cannot refer to that document, giving a sketch of the
istory of the Indigo system from 1810, without offering the humble
ribute of my gratitude to that distinguished man, for the noble impar-
lality, courage, and benevolence, which have marked his whole+course °
uring the late troubles in Bengal. I am aware that my testimony
aay be of little value, but others of far higher position than I, bave
poketyiof whom I will here quote but one—the Hon’ble Mr. Laing
n his published minute of the 9th February 1861.

«No one can doubt the radical unsoundness of the system which prevailed in

Lieut -Governor the highest credit for

sower Bengal. - No one can fail to give the la
which he has set his face 1n spite of much

he spirit of true humanity and justice with is fa
ibloquy, against & system SO oppressive to the peasantry of adistrict under his charge.”

We hear in these-Hays, of the civilians of India being employed
no longer in_the administration of Bengal, or probably of any othet®
province of India! I trust that the Euglish statesmen who are

k to imitate that justice and

expected to succeed them, will at least see
that sympathy with pulation, which distinguished

the vast Native po,
Mount-Stuart Elphinstone, Thomason and Colvin, and which now so
congpieuously mark the Government of Mr. Grant. ‘
' 1. I have given an Extract from a DispaTcH OF THE COURT
or Drarcrors IN 1832, pp. 6—10, on Indigo Cultivation if Bengal.
1 I have added evidence in the form of OFFI LETTERS
gy e OF THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT,—MEN OF
NT, FAIRNESS, AND -EXPERIENCE,

pp. 10—23, and I do this
‘ ['fhe italios in the various extracts thagoghout this pamphlet are mize.]
‘ o A
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:}}lueﬂy.dfor two reasons ; first, because the Planters fi
P:os;u ence of Mr. Gubbins and other officers in th
2 thgcle;.s“ in favor of the Planters there, as if it were evidence in favor
o Iazcrlllti(:‘li: {l};}re, ;n;(tler aql 1entirely different system ; and secondly
) 0se letters will carry great weioht with i
tial reader. One of them j SUTY 8 B0t With every jmpar-
Al r . em 13 written by Mr. Yule, th
missioner of Qude, who is fre . e
quently extolled by the planter
e Wg;; a su}pporter of their svstemyI ¥ the plantersaa though
. ave also inserted some specimens of P
‘ ‘ ETITIONS PRESENT-
F}:J:S;;{IE ?OV}JRNMENT BYTHE Ryors, pp. 2430, Tt is well tfhat
e exwl: 0 t}(llese complaints should be understood. T admit that some
o wm;l?ibirate > but if they are to be wholly rejected on that account,
tatona eof{xeﬁ:a:sz;‘ly ztllso t& put out gf' consideration the numerous
ta : ' planters that a trade of two millions h
:,}l:;n::ée::]?:;eats, in reahtyl,‘lnot one-fourth of it has been‘ aﬂ'e?:ste(;) el?;"
X ntroversy. The extent to which exargerati
o ) gerations have be
cya':‘;::‘:i :y the organs of the planters, is indeed c<>3xtraordinary. Tf\l;
s ]?:3 sgeiz;r as tolxmg)rovle ;)n the story that a trade of two
( ruined, by declaring that the ryots had
g:epnve;l of advanc_es to the extent of two millions ! T{w fact is t;m
e crfzr.si zeexpexzfltgd mhadvances is comparatively small
'ese pelitions have their significance, as indicat] (
. _ cations of ¢ -
zr}z;qs qfhthe people, and I have added to them some official lett::sjt‘elflt
show ‘; at they have foundations in Jact. .
e I have given the OFFIcIsL NARRATIVE OF THE Events
gr ID XSJA.R 1859-60, pp. 30—34, taken from the © Report of the
thl:d : ministration for 1859-60.” From that statement will b
%:r ere till? fact, that the proclamation to the Ryots of which the Plan?-
thast iﬁ:}yp :‘;I;, ;x;ai Ixss%:.d at thehrequest of the Planters themselves ; and
! T. Grant, whom they have 80 often assail ’
A : ed as
ﬁg} lt)h(i;fef:lm;il lt‘:)lsd{)‘ro&osah_t% palss a temporary summary penal la?:ttlg
| e difficulties of 1860. Unfor ly, instes
of using the txmebgiven ther in conciliating. by Roee
v m by that Act, i iliating the R
the Planters institated m i ich thay olaimed snd obtiiacs
: nany cases in which they claimed and obtained
f}fgﬁﬁé iaﬁ?lgeslﬁgaxtnsfi t§1e Ryot? and threw several hundreds of
. 13 truly lamentable to find from the i
papers,* that many cases were instituted and d fariamentary
R e heany ecreed on forged agree-
e ,eturn, pp. 11 to 16).  No doubt this was the wicked-
ness of the native servants of the factories, but it must be remembered

that on these servants the ryot is d
epende :
to take advances. y P ot when once he is made

VI. Next, I have given extracts
FORE THE INDIGO COMMISSION, AND ¥rOM THE RerorT OF THE C
MISSIONERS, pp. 34—71.  On this Report I could remark thatitl'ﬂ om-
mon for the Planters to represent it as the report of the majorit is lcoxi
namely Mr. Seton-Karr, the Rev. J. Sale, and Babu Ch'llmde{' 3\2 }I”un
Chatterji ; and the T%mes newspaper has gone so far as to say thato‘Wilr-

* ¢ Return of orders, &c., relative to the dig ute.
Ryote" printed by the House of Commons on the 38th :i ;’i:; ?::t. the

requently quote
e North Western

from the EVIDENCE TAKEN BE-

Indigo Planters and

PREFACE. i

the Commissioners) profested against it; whereas
Mr. Temple, who merely qualified

th a reservation as to paragraphs
»*

Temple (one of \
in truth, the Report was signed by
his approbation with the wor?sil“ wi
69 and 70 in which I do not fuily concur.

It must be remembered, that Mr. Temple and Mr. Fergusson the
(latter represented the planters) in their separate minute, wrote as
follows :—

. . o ortant
« But we deem it right to declare our apprehension that unless some importan

* I give the paragraphs here, they are the only ones not fully concurred in by Mr.

Tem?‘lg;}—_ Thus the constant attitude of the ryot, when under the planter as zemin-

i to the ryot ought to be, and some-
£ dependence ; and that of the planter ug ]
gi?)?c;sizneo(x)xe ofl “advice and protection. But, even should Sﬂ(ill pr:ﬁeitlzl?_snzix;uz?
Y i duct, it is quite clear that thy
ed for harshness and oppressive conduct, ¢ ;
:::lilt‘it)‘:lgis hardly compatible with the free and uninfluenced exertions of manufacturer

and producer. For according to the decisi)(l)ns of(’1 the l}igtl{esil; r(ll(in{)r(:lsgnwsh::agrr ;(1)1:
oe i i he 1a .
law may come in between the parties, the produce o the lund belongs b0 e the
is mot the planter's, to enter on at his free will, s quite ¢
am:hgiu;;dcgmwlled 3) pwsue whenever he resortls tg nydcl;}txv:it:?ln,c ::gacwthe‘;
i the ryot, who is only bound by ]
the.plang gmw:h\;mfitl;:longﬁ::e’ toofywtt’a must discountenanee an erroneous notton,
e s be A o the effect that the labour of the ryot costs

;V'hwh ht,’;nsi beel:nl:ill‘xielgri?;gg tu:trffﬁxf the performance of his contract, wiﬂ:\ hxshow.n
r:ll:;cll:; d;‘igx:es his own plough, behind his own bullocks, over landsl (l))f thl'c:;]e ;a (1):
undoubted oceupant. The bullocks, the implements. the time and the la (ir o distﬁ{: ok
reprosent to him Ais capital ; and it is quite certain that ju the populous Jistricts
prower Bengal. such labour has a market value. Besides, a ziyqt u}?emp.gibours
am-king out his contract would be cultivat]iln(gi bxs_(l))wg I_andz«x,s(:vrml.ni1 g;ng Sltsil?e;ﬁe iy
- sistance, well described m an .
unde;etkglepizncﬁiivlixl;ﬁls Ii:snd with ,indigo at a cheaper rate than the p{;\rl\lbeil lco:g:
v b x5 and i he ame arop Iy M i M Lt
. n i
ook mgument\:h:; :Zt r‘e)::g;ecaplizal. OOur object is simply to show that, until the
ecm’mmye;sl%:he vats in l:;he factory, no share in the labour of producing it has beﬁn
?r?et%)ﬁﬁﬁe planter. He has jiven his advances and his seed. Everything clse, the

f isk, 1 ot's. . .
'land,“l ;Bou%\’znl?a:tedgzﬁclds itth:u;y&uty thus to draw attention to the unfortunate posi= .

i iti i hitherto
i i i . because it is onc of those points that hfls 1
tion of theyot 22 & cultivator of incigs, b misunderstood. The Commission, which

been kept out of S‘%ht’ tm\l';:(':g;:s&rrﬁ:g ,fo(x)'rthe last twenty-five years as a desideratum,

has been meritm{:ed f;‘r anxiously by the agricultural population; the more intelligent
has now beenf ;)xo i ware of its objects; and we fuel that it is incunbent on us ﬁni‘tlt_w
P;n-fm_ﬂ :;e t‘:-o'zvrest and clearest light, the ryot a3 he appears ta us, '(]epr}v‘e.d :ud:f
?'r:‘e‘evxvli]ll ;:d bound to continue a cultivaﬁ(){\, wlh“ill“ ﬁ;es not (%li‘;)eilt’s"; :stmfl'agomble

4 1ot l ~ solute 1shkes, an %

.q e plmﬁ";’ w‘:\IICh :::(;;qcevamx :(S)}l)::;ttlel.e a}{ll the ydefects of the sysb?’l':v mh]e“r:::‘;alﬁ
;:gi?i?rltﬁ,ﬁl (;hey faults which justly are lt)o i); izl(;j o{:itgitx?ailydgglo r:): ’:;t‘eefl:ac}:, e vy
ryot, by their mspectfvtei;lppoil:nigs,ﬂlllil:yth:t mainly renders the p(,;seismnhof l:lmd_ed
of adeguate ,remun;’l“ to extensive cultivation, and it is owing to this that ; :l P alnte.r
influence mdxspensfl $ io Jough and to sow, to weed and to cut, by ;pe]ans nlleks hort
has to urge the ryot It’ o his that brings out into strong relief the well-known
of actual compulsion; 1 £ the Bengali; that sharpens his cunning, aggravates
defects of the national character 0 52 S an fosters his proneness to concealment ;

s i : 1 to procrastination, and foste .
?tmilsmi(l)xli?cfz’\ tes;ln‘)[;t;s htll?;t rgnders the whole relation between the two parties one
A y

aed d ggle M. W 1 * I I itude, and

prolonge: an unhappy rugg in. which lo-Saxon enerv 1_'_‘1., Trom 'tlt.u s

periinacity are often allnosst%. baf;ledl b, f.;!at {ln t»erfuge and evasion which are the
y

proverbial resources of the weak.
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chiefly for two reasons ; first, because the Planters frequently quote
the evidence of Mr. Gubbins and other officers in the North Western
Provinces in favor of the Planters there, as if it were evidence in favor
of the Planters here, under an entirely different system ; and secondly
ecause I think those letters will carry great weight with every impar-
tial reader.  One of them §s written by Mr. Yule, the present Com-
missioner of Qude, who is frequently extolled by the planters as though
€ Were a supporter of their system !

IV. T have also inserted some specimens of PETITIONS PRESENT-
ED TO THE GOVERNMENT BY TR Ryors, pp. 2430, It is well that
the nature of these complaints should be understood. T admit that some
are exaggerated, but if they are to be wholly rejected on that account,
it would be necessary also to put out of consideration the numerous
statements of the planters that g trade of two millions has been
ruined, whereas, in reality, not one-fourth of it has been affected by
the recent controversy. The extent to which exaggerations have been
carried by the organs of the planters, is indeed extraordinary. The
Times went so far as to improve on the story that a trade of two
millions had been ruined, by declaring that” the ryots had been
deprived of advances to the extent of two millions! The fact is that
the cash expended in advances is comparatively small.

These petitions have their significance, as indications of the Seel-
ings of the people, and I have added to them some official letters that
show that they have Joundations in fact.

V. I have given the Orriciar N
OF'THE YEAR 1859-60, pp. 30—34, ta
Bengal. Administration for 1859-60.”
gathered the fact, that the proclam

ARRATIVE OF THE EveENnTS
ken from the « Report of the

From that statement will be
ation to the Ryots of which the Plan.
ters complain, was issued at the request of the Planters themselves ; and
that they owe to Mr. Grant, whom they have 8o often assailed as bent
on their ruin, the proposal to pass a temporar
help them through the difficulties of 1860,

| . Unfortunately,'insﬁea;d‘
of using the time given them by

that Act, in concilisting the Ryots,
the Planters instituted many cases in which they claimed and obtajned
excessive damages against the Ryots and threw several hundreds of
them into a jail. T¢is truly lamentable to find from the Parliamentary
papers,* that many cases were instituted and decreed on forged agree-
ments (see the Return, pp. 11 to 16). No doubt this was the wicked-
ness of the native servants of the factories, but it must be remembered

that on these servants the ryot is dependent when once he is made
to take advances.

VI. Next, I have given extracts
FORE THE INDIGO COMMISSION, AND ¥rOM THE REePORT OF THE CoM-
MISSIONERS, pp. 34—71. On this Report I could remark thatitis com-
mon for the Planters to represent it as the report of the majority only,—
namely Mr. Seton-Karr, the Rev. J. Sale, and Babu Chunder Mohun
Chatterji ; and the Times newspaper has gone so far as to say that Mr.

* «Return of orders, &ec., relative to the dispute; between
Ryots” printed by the House of Commons on the 90th of May last.

from the EviDENCE TAKEN BE-
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inst it; whereas
tas) rofested against it; whel
f the C0m1111ssnoner§) p ely qualified
fl‘emplti EﬁZeRme was sigoed by Mr. Temple, ;yh;) ar::; gagaraphs
;l} P bation with the words, “ with a_reservatio °
his appro

i i t fully concur.”* .
8 "tl k;‘;hxl-(:r:mfn?l?efgd, t.ha{ Mz. Temple and Mr. rflizgu::;)orze tl;:
(lattelrt::;:esented the planters) in their separate minute,
follows :—

p[) p 14
But W deem it 1 'ht to declate our 8 1eben310n that lmless some wmpor tan
€ (=)

Iy concurred in by Mr.
* [ give the paragraphs here, they are the only ones not fully ¢
1
e itude of the ryot,  zemin-
et o Yy bt to be, and som
e of den th(;e(;%r;s?aand that of the planter to the lt _ylof; I‘l)(l:lligprotecti’o and some-
dar, is one of def]‘?el:l( ice and protection. But, even shou ('t‘ e el
aned f ﬁ “ h‘ ess and oppressive conduct, 1t 13 ql(lll ee“ertionS D e
exleha“g?dhfm‘cll;lzo;patible with the free and unfmt‘lixue‘;:ciibes;t e o mever the
O praducor. 1 the decisions of the hig enever the
B ven the parti f the land belongs to y
aund producer. For aceord o e e be produce of the hing o e
e o ot dhe planter to enter on at his free will, 18 quit s
That the land is nOtllteh; &la;‘ﬁi'e whenever he {esortls t;;oa‘zlzdc\;)l;w;t:ﬂ , and when
course he is compel g s only o
e e up,f lttbelongilzge,tht%o:ywé must dlicoux;tenax{)c:utn (}n;(})ll;e?;i Jotio t;
e i aeld in oo be effect that the le _xyos .
i‘;l;zﬁrh;s been be e gronnd tlir%leﬁ: otlfe performance of his contract, with his owu
i)

y 3 3
l d] hls owh plouﬂ‘h, behmd hlS own bll“()(,‘ks, over IandS Of Wlllch he 1
muscies. 1ves

i f the ryot
i he time and the Jabor of the r
'ks, the implements. ti . O O e
undoubted occupant. '1.‘112}:‘!21'10;“3 it is quite certan th’?it ia ':h;a g:plilngmployed e
e angal hzhcl“lll’)our has a market value. Bes:l es:) r‘he);,) o e iohbours
o e Bte{:gal’of\lzractdwould be cultivatilng his '(l))wclil liz:‘n a:;swer Iping B neid ry{:{;
wotking ot e al assistance, well describe o the planter. cou
under the Plen o mut\;]. land with indigo at a cheaper rate e el nse
may be able to vt it crop, by hired labour. ) e hardy nse
cul{ivate e nytsh;die;“g:f;l:: ;;i[:eﬂongx" on}e_ oi’ .t,;\;aint)i}xj; gﬁ:(;?vlet&;] n(;;, Entil o
further argumen ) ital. Our objecti w that, untl the
e'::l(momy iﬂ to what }'ePi‘ es?’::t::;?‘nl:, share in the labour ofdproggg;n'r,ihixm ke
thaf v he tl;e vtats mI;eehas glve;\ his advances and his seed. ything ‘
orne hy-the planter. k. js the ryot's. ' e anfortanate posi-
i ‘ ; tion to the un e
1and, labour, and the risk, 18 | ety thus to draw atten e wnforamte posi-
| )y 70. Wehave deemed i o e because it is one of those Egmts a

i y a cultivator of indigo, ssunderstood. ‘The Commission, which
tion of the ryot as ented, or misut

. [N a1 desideratum,
been kept out of sight, mist ?gsgsﬁmes for the last tweuty-fli"‘? i‘]c.alti:’;:ore intelligens
has been meritml? e((il fgxt' a‘nfilnusly by the agﬂc““f.‘"‘fltf,ﬁ)?t ?:“i)nc’umbent on us ﬁrstll.:av
has now been looked f¢ of its objects ; and we fee aet {0 U5, deprived of his
portion are fully awared clearest light, the ryot as he appe ot give him a fair or ade-
lace in the strongest an . wultivation, wluclf does not give, st favorable
g‘ee will, and bound to C(:)I;'g::sepfe‘c(; he absolutely (hshkes’fa:hi l:y;zzr::oinhe'e"* and
quate profit, which in d‘tsce ‘("i to tolerate. All the defec}t}s odoor of either planter or
aspect he 43 only ‘ml . hich justly are to be laid at t eu to one bare fact, the want
incidental, all the faults W onents, may be traced origtnally the possession of lunded
ryot, by their respective Opp Tt s this _ that mainly 1~9ndel:i" to this that the planter
of adeguate "emu"e"atwnéxtensiw cultivation, and it is owxc 8 by means little short
influence indispensable mlou"h and to sow, to weed and to N rdlief the well-known
has to urge the ryot to p is this that brings out into s‘tron sghis cunning, aggravates
of actual compulsion; 16 cter of the Bengali; that sharpe romeness to concealment ;
defects of the national chara rocrastination, and fosters h{,s {’ween the two parties one
his indolenc_e, texl:]ptts htll?;ttorgnders the wh}:ﬂe re]lt:shgl;xo: energy, T‘romptitude» i?ld
it is this, in short, aole in. whic p -asion which are the
prolonged an(: (I;'nteh:pzﬁfnoittnﬁgm& by that Subterfuge and ey
pertinacity, av

proverbial resources of the weak.

when under the planter as zemin-

.
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concessions are al once made by the planters to the ryols in several districts, nothing
short of actual force would

induce the ryots to sow. In such places, if an attempt
were made by the planters to perpetuate by compulsion the present system, the
ryots would, in their present temper, meet force by force, and serious disturbances
would result. Qr if in virtue of previous contracts the ryots were even legally
coerced to sow, still a contest would arise that must seriously dumage the interests of
the planters. 1In either case we believe that Jjudicious concession will be the best

policy for the planter to adopt towards the ryot.”

VIL T have further given the REPORT OF THE CancuTTA Mis-
SIONARY CONFERENCE, and Mr. Schurt’s remarkable statement of 1855,
pp- 71—77.  This will show that the Planters had warnidg in time that
their system was oppressive and unsound.

VIIL  Quotations in this part of the pamphlet are given from the
DispaTcHES OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND SECRETARY OF
STATE, pp. 77—80. These most. important documents well deserve
most careful perusal and consideration.

~ Inappendix A. passages from Mr. J. W. B. MoneY’s WoRk oON
JAva, pp. 81—82, are inserted, to shew how the cultivation of Indigoin
Bengal was at first forced on the people. I quote this, not because I
think it tells all that might be said on the subject, but because Mr. Money
is a member of the Landowners’ Association, he speaks in the interests
of the Planters, and all his sympathies are with them. His statements
have, in fact, the force of an admission, and they go to shew that the
foundations of the Indigo system were laid in violence, by men, who,
a3 British subjects, were exempt from the local criminal tribunals.

I hope that the evidence thus collected will satisfy all candid men
that the Indigo system in Lower Bengal is one in which the Mission-
aries of the country might well interfere, The Planters are active
and powerful. They have an energetic Association in Caleutta, and
the vehement advocacy of two of the Caleutta daily papers, and their
influence both in India and at home is great. In all the Indigo dis-
tricts the Magistrates and Collectors treat them with deference, and
often live with them in terms of friendly intimacy. The ryot knows

"mot his ruler’s language : he has long been accustomed to be treated as
a man who must submit to the requirements . of the Planter ; and he
has no political influence to support his petitions. The Missionary
sees him reduced from his rightful condition of a peasant proprietor
to that of a serf; he finds him ignorant, and wnable to read those
blessed records which iwpart light to the conscience and to the under-
standing; and so depressed that he will not listen to the Gospel or so

suspicious of the British settler that he can scarcely believe that mi1s

religion can be a blessing. Then, I ask, is the Missionary not to plead
for him :—not to make his sufferi

ugs known :—not try to elevate,
enlighten, and protect him ? ’

But what it may be asked are the present aspects of the Indigo
question? Is it not now seteled? I answer that I find by the recentTy
published memorial of the Landowner’s Association to the Secretary
of State, in answer to the Minute of the Lieut.-Governor of Bengal,
that they contend that the cu‘lnvtlvatlor.l of Indigo is profitable to the
Ryot! Tt is true that they mike this out, by calculating that the
Planter takes only four bundles for the rupee, whereas it is proved

PREFACK. A

i ission, that six bundles
by the evidence before the Commission, !
::g Og‘zlgnael}'af]l?; b:;kzn, and in many cases even mo}re,t ;nthh:,tt; ;.2:
bundles are imeasured by the Hooto oy bribo theso venal men.  But
; ey br .
never exp}ec_t S azfr" tlie;;ll;:ﬁ;;n :ﬁiws 13;“; little they are disposed to
this calcq o Indeed it i8 well known that thg Plante::s in
el el ey a post give up the cultivation of Indigo;
Lower Bengal are not in a position to give uj e e e
and I am co%vinced that 1f call'rleg ?::t’ :)tr rtr;ll;stl.) : a(':nzzera? Z[‘ ixe Ryot bas
tipn is, anall thatdlgstsoleela?nitf leTl?e Planter has acquired ngin(_iary
hitherto been»maewate this system, and rome are now threatening eject-
e Pe?ider to induce or compel the Ryots to sign contracts to
et o e l::.nd these contracts are to be calle(_l ¢ Voluntary, an,:i wg
sow IUd];got’old that the Ryot has come * begging for advv:tnces, lm;r
?fli.:nt}(:as Zttempted fraudulently to avoid sowmgx; :ln(}asv(;sv!ve Zr:dt; el&: )
] i ry pe
the Planter et lforn?tfg;t;?)l slig"j’eg: tS}:len ]I;I;:n{ef to the jurisdiction of the
Mo ]?rop(t)sltu;:le genoundes it as a “ Black Act” and declares, that the
lédr?;:is:a? f]sc;urts of the country are wholly utlftrust.\v’;x}'lt‘:l_yl.{ent et of
Y ings cannot continue.

__The presexéti:itla ;.Sr;’:esgi‘z?ihg increased numbers of Courts, ar:la
1838, the Ill:ew;l ryot acquainted with justice; ) while the increase
sure to En ?{ e}a::] a{-isino‘ from the demand for oil seefls, ﬁbre.s, sugar,
valne o e 1 s,whichohe cultivates with great skill and industry,
and Othe'r a'lf"ncl ei'au' more independent than formerly, and farll)elss ;n-
makes him eean approfitable crop. On the other hand, the atn :r
clined to sow s in folimer days, when there was but one N{agmtra eitﬁ
:ac;li:(t):i:t() :;vs’ ]a:lrge as Yorkshire, carry onda sly;stie:;o&f; éel:;oxzr?t ‘:(res
impunity. s ities as a man deeply Y. gag
lmp‘m:ityl; ?e;il::t::::: sl3'01‘ sugh is frequently the position f(‘) t]h_e
or by debts or ) P a man having no other employment for lns
Be'}gal Plante knowledge of any other trade, and his irritation at t 11e
cathﬂl and ;’1 oth%lR ot “whom he has been accu§tome.d to delal \V}tl?
resistance o o 11}371“ to press the old system still, (it may be W1]t..
as he chos_e, i ) and to use all his local inﬁuenqe, and all. h{s poli-
S?me.mOdlﬁcanons’ u‘;ember of a powerful org?.mzed assoclation, to
(t:::xl'ti:‘lggvegz; a(!:sv‘r:))lvemment that checks him in his career.

i h apprehension to the future. If the

o f(;fi“?:’:ll]kl‘;“gv;n u;; t}fg cultivation of Indigo 1n (’Lowext;
Fonters wgl(ll vote their energies’ and experience to the.rr}:a:lfberlnen

B.enga.l, ates f which they have obtained leases, or whic A eybmvz

;flri(lzfa::(t]atfsb(;Iieve that though the proﬁtt},] might ull)(‘l)tb:tmot:?ce:m?n

’ i t they wo

targe a8 In prospil;lonuts. I:r?&g:::;s:zi’nyxefaluab%e pr0perties. WOl:]]d bs

?:fm‘ggr:vﬁﬁgnfow timere is little to sell beyond the supposed goo
£

ill of a factory, and its book debts; and this employment of European
- WLl ’

i beneficial to the people.
ital i | would be eminently cial ‘
?l?lll);t;llt;?estlz %I;‘g%uropean aund nauvgwould be alike ; and the success



iv PREFACE.

concessions are at once made by the planters to the ryols in several districts, nothing
short of actual force would induce the Tyots to sow. In such places, if wu attempt
were made by the planters to perpetuate by compulsion the present system, the
ryots would, in their present temper, meet force by force, and serious disturbances
would result, Orv if in virtue of previous contracts the rvots were even legally
coerced to sow, still a contest would arise that mugt seriously dumage the interests of
the planters. In either case we believe that Judicious concession will be the best

policy for the planter to adopt towards the ryot.”

VIL T have further given the REPORT OF THE Carcorra Mis-
S1ONARY CONFERENCE, and Mr. Schurr’s remarkable statement of 1853,
pp- 71—77.  This will show that the Planters had warniszg in time that
their system was oppressive and unsound.

VIIL  Quotations in this part of the pamphlet arve given from the
DisPaTcHES oF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND SECRETARY OF
STATE, pp. 77—80. These most important documents well deserve
most careful perusal and consideration.

~ Inappendix A. passages from Mr. J. W. B. MoxneY’s Work oN
J AV, pp. 81—82, are inserted, to shew how the cultivation of Indigo in
Bengal was at first forced on the people. I quote this, not because I
think it tellsall that might be said on the subject, but because Mr. Money
is a member of the Landowners Association, he speaks in the interests
of the Planters, and all his sympathies are with them. His statements
have, in fact, the force of an admission, and they go to shew that the
foundations of the Indigo system were laid in violence, by men, who,
as British subjects, were exempt from the local criminal tribunals.

I hope that the evidence thus colleated will satisfy all candid men
that the Indigo system in Lower Bengal is one in which the Mission-
aries of the country might well interfere. The Planters are actjve
and powerful. They have an energetic Association in Caleutta, and
the vehement advocacy of two of the Calcutta daily papers, and thejr
influence both in India and at home is great. In all the Indigo dis-
tricts the Magistrates and Collectors treat them with deference, and
often live with them in terms of friendly intimacy. The ryot knows

“mot his ruler’s language : he has long been accustomed to be treated as
a man who must submit to the requirements .of the Planter ; and he
has no political influence to support his petitions. The Missionary
sees him reduced from his rightful condition of a peasant proprietor
to that of a serf; he finds him ignorant, and wnable to read those
blessed records which impart light to the conscience and to the under.
standing; and so dep}'essed that he will not listen to the Gospel or so
suspicious of the British settler that he can scarcely believe that mis
religion can be a blessing. Then, I ask, is the Missionary not to plead
for him :—not to make his sufferings known :—not try to elevate,
enlighten, and protect him ? B

Buat what it may be asked are the present aspects of the Indico
question ?  Is it not now settled? 1 answer that I find by the recenﬁy
published memorial of the Landowner’s Association to the Secretary
of State, in answer to the Mmut.;e of the Lieut_.—Go_vernor of Bengal,
that they contend that the cul.tlvatlor'l of Indigo is profitable to the
Ryot! Tt is true that they make this out, by calculam}g that the
Planter takes only four bundles for the rupee, whereas it is proved

.will of a factory, an
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i : ommission, that six bundles
beyond all dl?ubt"]);y:heai‘(v{d?chngflf;ri:?:sceven more, and that the
%rendgl:: :-Z ie;:u:e(i by the factory servagts, lso tha: g;emlziots ](;a‘,lr:

. ; they bribe these venal men.
never expect S azfr" tﬁ:ei‘)slzgi’erusm:ls;ws hiw little they are dlspose'd to
this caleulation o Indeed it is well known that the Pl.auI)te]x.s in
relax tl’lﬁll‘ Bysltea;f: not in a position to give up the cultivation (:1{"1 ud lgeos:
i:::lwlel;xmeé:)%iinced that if carried on, 1t rtr;usfi) ll):n?f;;l? lo:sfi)e : {?;oi,luhas

| vot or the ? (
tipn is, shall thatdl:a)stsoff;](}a.;mitfhe'll‘zlx}eoi’lanter has acquired Z?mx_nglal't)'
?utherto been ma tuate this system, and some are now th'reatemng eject-
mﬂuencq " per}l):ler to induce or compel the Ryots to sign cm’l’tra(ats to
ment site, 1 ‘:i these contracts are to be calleq « Voluntn}'y, an Ws
sow Tudigo, laln that the Ryot has come bcggmg for adv unce:, lael;r
?{:ntga: ztttzx;pted fraudulently to avoid sowing, :ln(} :v:s\;’e Zr:d (; e]t %
{arti mary pen A
the Planter beg lfor nggt;?)l slsgvj;:: ts}:lemPlanzef to the jurisdiction of tﬁe
Mo r_)ropomtloln (?ezlounces it as a “ Black Act” and declares, that the
%‘%g‘?“;?tgéu:ss of the country are wholly untrustworthy. et of

nm’?h sent state of things cannot continue. '.'Fhe Rént : c(;:e

: . presec_ il Procedure, the increased numbers of Cour 5, e
1859, the neWI w:- ot acquainted with justice; while the Increase
e mal.ie]t l% a)xl‘isintr from the demand for oil seeds, ﬁbrqs,dsu%ar,
value of his ,alﬂ ’whichohe cultivates with great skill andf m1 us rl)::
and other artlcli‘:.r more independent than formexly, and }ar Pelss ;er
m.akes him fee unprofitable crop. On the other hand, Mt 1:. P ;;r; er
clined to sow a‘.ln fol:-mer days, when there was but one Lagis te to
cannot now, ]a 8 :,e as Yorkshire, carry on a system of tell;xorlsn.lt with
a dlstl‘,‘ct as Y?}l‘to his necessities as a man deeply involved )y mor % :he
:’Trl)’l;nzltgl;ts toehis agents, (for suph‘ is fr: q:)l:!}:l(::y et::;lg;:lte:?x: f(':)r his

. on d A
Bel}gdPlaﬂterﬁ) 031:;&: ;? a:n;a‘(’)l&%r trade, and his irritat:lon lgt t.lzle
cap.ltal and noh ml){ ot whom he has been accu§tome.d to elu \V}ﬂ}
resistance of the lym to press the old system still, (it mayh.)e w1l; \
as he chose, urge by and to use all his local influence, and all his po tx-
spme.modlﬁcatlon;’)l;ember of a powerful ».orggmzed assoclation, to
f)lcaxlti:]lgl\::gfl; aé‘rovernment that checks him in his career.

ver

1 he
i h apprehension to the future. If t
I look f(iﬁ“};;ikf;‘tg*;vz u;p t}{?g cultivation of Indigo mMIeJ;\Zﬁxt'
Boniers wm:l ¢ote their energies’ and experience to the'l?la:h: ment
Dongel, e e‘f which they have obtsined leases, or whltc ﬁrst.ybe e
;flfg;xea::ctlatfsb(e):lieve that though the przﬁt;] ;x;’lg‘};t:) urllgtb: first be 0
3 . e .

o prospel:;s' I:t?(llg(‘)r:re;szgi,nyvalunble properties wm(xlld 023
R iy there is little to sell beyond the supposed g d
gt d its book debts; and this employment of Emopeiz
would be eminently beneficial to the people.

capital in Bengal ean and nativﬁjvould be alike ; and the succ'ess
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of settlersi iti i
in thus legitimately expanding the commerce and developing

the resou
rces of the country, would speedily tempt other settlers to

follow, who are n
t ow deterred :
losses of the Planters, by the complaints, and the notorious

The whole subject is full of mat
. > atter for reflection, and j
. ?}?:t?;;g(;ar”’]lg:oo? the peace of the country, and z’xls:(zm):h};a: mos(ll"
Sy Sutm T ong has Christianity appeared to the eoplreaf
many parts of 1 18, In the guise only of the energy of Efope:o
pace, Wt ¢ g mild attractive influence of its meekness an;elg'fn
The Chri¥e) een conquerors; and we are traders, bent on azf .
lfrobm the oppress[i?)intog‘ ai{ﬁiﬁfm;eai{&l:he lpeople e delié]er(:ii
ron usulm. r3, have reco
g:o::i, ::11‘(11 :;Zg dtxileadec(li assimilation with us; and stgli)%e'ggize ‘})lur
Fion and str d(;gv ener, 1wh11e Christian Missions have (i’one ?‘s
woie; and an do hery ittle, to counteract this hostile influence sk
which the (io g): faf) fo contend. Our great hope must be onaganll“
rious o ;pbut "2 :doe ;vT:tG':E\:;,vzo asoften andf to open the l?e%r‘:;
g . : ny one of us fr
dth)tr)(rl ’(;fow nbr:;zielz:glevery yoke and letting the oppresZedf u;:}:'l:e I’)’Tegnt
g S exal ple teaches us to feel for the sufferings . ",
seek to do them good. I trust that the Missionarie

will not be cens 7
work of merey. ured for what they have begn led to do i

of the poor,
s of Bengal
n thi§ blessed

But I have hada i .
personal connection with the
. cont; H
Iel;;l;;stals)e alllt\)l\vyeq briefly to call attention. After a sexi‘;fsz'fto which
Zéve reasoi : 1ls{sxonary_ of the Church Missionary Society, carri t(‘;v P
nave reason 0 dnow.thh. the approbation of that Society 1 ha . fon :
Iilf)yel 1 an; IeI;ICG to Imprisonment on an jindictment for « a nrzl‘o'und
i L z).veIv been bitterly attacked by a portion of the E opean
mercial Anssl(?'- G Iy”l),.os(;!cultors have been the  Landowners’ ax::lng)ean
sociation” and the editor of the Engk o
sharged against mo h of the Englishman; the off
: g e has been the publicati ) ion of & Nov
e Il)ra:;a Czlled the « Nil‘])arptrz)n” 01'arr:i(¥;o(i'f otfh(intg?x fation of & Na-
n the i i Y
rtiie ex‘tracter:]pgndlx hB. to this pamphlet, pp. 82—97, I publish an
aan o Calé‘\(:tt? t '\Z’ Calcutta Christian Observer of August, the
e SR, O? th;ssxonary Conference, which narratesbman’y of
jeots case and embodies the Statements of my
The Judge who tried the c .

. e .
zompels me thus to call attenti iy sed language on the Bench which
been led away in the coluigtt:ogft(t)lr'ny individual case, for il I have
: : s ¢ . e
sountrywomen as he has represented, I czgt?versy it hbelllmg my
ne with sympathy. Xpect no one fo regard

The passages i ; . :
s follo WSI: ges in the Nil Darpan relating to European ladies are

:‘ Reboti—Moreover, the wife of the Ind;
and's case strong (pukka, ) has sent a lette
Magistrate hears her words most attentively,

4
'

5: planter, in order to make her hus-
o the Magistrate, since it iy said the
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« Aduri—I saw the lndy ; she has no shame at all. When the Magistrate of the
Zillah (whose name occasions great terro? goes riding about through the village, the
lady also rides on horse-back with him. The bou (married woman) riding about on a
horse! Because the aunt of Kesionce laughed before the elder brother of her husband,

all people ridiculed her; while this was the Magistrate of the Zillah,
* * * * * * * * *

“ Darogah.—Did not the Magistrate say he will come here this day ?

« Jamadar.—No, Sir, he has four daysmore to come, At Sachigunge, on Satur-
day they have a Champagne-party and ladies’ dance. Mrs. Wood cannever dance with
any other but our Saheb; and I saw that when I was 2 bearer, Mrs. Wood is very
kind; through the influence of one letter, she got me the Jamadary of the Jail.”

The following is part of the language used by Sir M. Wells with
referencg to above passage :—

«But I must say when I read this
* »

disgust and horror” *
the females of England.”

passage, I dropt the book with a feeling of
«the foul and filthy libel it contains against
* * *

* “I'blush that a clergyman

of the Established Church should have so far forgotten himself as to give publicity to
* * * »

this foul libel.”  * *  «Read this foul calumny, &c”

« But this foul calumny does not concern the Planters alone ?”
« Could the defendant, who is & man of intelligence and education, have believed

these filthy insinuations.” -
The Editor of the Indian Empire remarks on this* :

« For ourselves, we have before said, we have read the dramm attentively, and
the alleged insinuations and filthiness never oecurred to us for a moment. We read
that a planter's wife liked to dance with the Magistrate of the district, and rode on

o more on the subject, and it never oceur-

horse-back with him ; we remember nothing 8
red to us that this imputed prostitution and adultery to the individual female, much

less to the women of England I .

s This, with a passage to the effect that the planter’s wife had sent 2 letter to the
Magistrate in order to make ler husband’s case strong, and that she had no shame
since she rode through the village on horse-back with the Magistrate (@ Native woman
speaking) is the “ gross” and “ cowardly,” * filthy,”  foul” and * unfounded” libel
on the-mothers and daughters of the middle class of England. But it must not for a
moment be supposed to say that this was the language of Sir Barnes Peacock. His
Lordship contented himself with the opinion that the Indigo Planters could prosecute
as o class, and that the work was libellous. His words were,—* I don’t say the Jury
were right, or that they were wrong in the conclusion they have come to.” The lan-
guage we have quoted came from Sir Mordaunt W ells.m his charge to tl.le Jury, and
it has so strong a bearing on the merit of the vex:dxct, or _rathe; we will say on the
question, whether we are safe to rely upon that verdict as a dispassionate, uninfluenced

ere we proceed.

expression of opinion, that we must pause : L
« We said last week that a Judge was entitled to express his opinion, whether a

iven publication was & libel or not : we repeat it, and we submit, as we then did, that
ge is not entitled to say more. We cannot find any authority for the Judge’s right_to
say it is a libel, even; between which and giving his opinion that it is, there is a wide
difference, since even Judges have not always agreed on the point of libel or no libel,
and the decision is undeniably with the jury. On this point the Judge is simply a
thirteenth Juryman and no more; but the freedom of lnnguaée which may be permis-
sible in private deliberation can never be tolerated from the Bench. .

% The inuendo of the indictment (it follows the conclusion of Reboti’s speech) is
this,—* meaning that the wives of the said European Indigo plunters had an 1mproper
influence over the Magistrate of the District in which they re.nded. ) _

 Another : “ meaning the said person represented in the said drama as Mrs.
Wood had an improper influence over the said person represented as @ Magistrate in

the said drama,”

& * *

« Indiog Empire, July 24, pp. 8L
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“ The meaning aseribed by Sir Mordaunt Wells needs no further comment : it is
before the publie, and we shall simply ask whether a Judge has & right to extend an
inuendo beyond the language of the indictment, and whether
ceptible of any milder interpretation, as it clearly is, he was Justified in suggesting and
wsisling on his own® It is s0 monstrous to say that a woman using her influence with a
Magistrate is synonymous with prostitution, that we erpect to hear entire discredit
thrown upon the whole report. We leave this part of our subject with an expression
of astonishment that the first inotion was not for a new trial.”

The Calcutta Christiun Obscrver, the organ of the Bengal Mis-
slonaries, states® ;—

“ The Chief Justice
influence aud nothing mo
himself able to represent to the Jury
charged with the worst offences,
language,

* We may leave our readers to judge if it be not true that the natives do misunder-

stand the friendly and familiar intimacy which exists between the sexes in Christian

Saciety ; and if it be just to impute an intention Joully to livel our countrywomen, to
every one who republishes a native work in which this misunderstanding appears ?
If Sir Mordaunt’s rules are to be adopted, no native works should be published for
the information of the European community, till everything characteristic of their
native origin is carefully eliminated from their pages.”

Mr. Seton-Karr, Member of the Legislative Council, one well
acquainted with oriental opinion, remarks to the same effectt :—

* Ag to the alleged imputation on the virtue of E
drama itself. T can conscientiously say that, until the point was strongly insisted on
1 did not think there were any passages capable of any such construction, and a close
inspection of a work consisting of 102 pages has not discovered to me more than two
or at most three passages in which Englisk ladies are mentioned at all,

“ The first passage occurs in a conversation between two poor Bengali women in a
village. One woman says, “ that the lady has no shame at ull, and that when the Ma-
gistrate of the Zilluh rides ubout through the villages, the lady also rides on horseback
with him.” "The speaker then goes on to say ** the bou (or married woman ) riding abont
on a horse I’ ‘The other woman has just before said, that “ the wife of the planter, in
order to make her husband's case strong, has sent a letter to the Magistrate, since it is
said that the Magistrate hears her words most attentively.” To say that these words
impute want of virfue to a lady, because she writes g letter about a case in Court to
a judicial officer, or to go on’to argue that it ascribes unchastity to a whole class
of Englishwomen, does not seem to me to be fair or reasonable, leTo doubt, it may be
injudicious’ for Iadies to write private letters to Magistrates and other Judicial officers
in order to get situations for servants, or for applicants whom they wish to befriend
and the fact ol such an officer receiving and answering in Court a letter from a lad):
the wifg of an actual or possible litigant, on whatever subject it may be, may convey
impressions to the very suspicious mind of an ignorant Native ; but it never entered
into my thoughts to conceive that an allusion to this practice would warrant a general
charge of even indelicacy in thought or deed, against women, Ag regards the state-
ment that a lady riding about the village “ must have ng shame,” I do most, ‘emphati-
cally contend that this, expression in the mouth of either 2 Hindoo or Mussilman
woiman expresses nothing but the regular innate idea generated by Orientul seclusion.
The very words, which, in Hindustani, would be iskqg huch sharm neh hai; and in
Bengali takar hichchu lajja nahé; are fumiliar expressions in the mouths of every
Native spesking of any act which he thinks offensive or in bad taste, done by any one
who does n-o't: please him, A Native woman brought up in seclusion, with the ideas
she has received from childhood, generally speaking, can no more understand or appre-~

, it will be observed, treats this pnssage as imputing undue

that the wives of the Planters generally were
and ou this subject he commented in very violent

nglishwomen In portions of the

* Caleutta Christian Observer, August 1861,
1 Engliskman newspapergguly 27.

if the language were sus-

re ; but Sir Mordaunt's imagination coloured it, till he found o
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i iety i " iberal, enlightened, and virt@ous intercourse of
e pr((xlprlety n ‘th?)u:,tz;‘:,:?ét’;n:fﬁn]lzve cbn?n&erstaud or apgreclate the s.ocml.pdxcx
mephan w9f?e“l.,f£, in their (:I;ildlwod and consigns th.em t_rough ml:ln'ne(lll htekol
\\;‘blc “;lnarizfn a&;“re widowhood, to the Jealous s'eclusnon‘ of four d;z ;'va s . \;{e
t }’O(lilc pr if she holds to the tenets of her fathers, 13 exp_osed s am.e if 3"
o OI:) Woman,vxeu of her husband's brother, and must then veil her own _}f;aw,' :;]n Iu
389315 f)fucli' e" too much that she should be expected to understand that nghs'ﬂl::, :
:tg; won?e’rlnssllal:)?xld sit, walk, ride, and mingle together in social intercourse, Wi

rrassment. that
S O STt nto the month of  fomadr,ance s bearer,who says

i ' ‘s wife, * who wrote one

i is. situation by the influence of a planter's wife,  w ote ane

%:‘i?r”t: btt}la;neﬂd{:;:s;;x:ﬁwzld ywho never danced with a{]ty otherr.‘ e:::lm all;lr:ltsf(l:; jfi'loagae
‘ e <plai thi ears to e to be merely

trale, mnon. a]::ft(}gee:ﬁl::::fl(}nguie?gﬁs of recommendation in favor of i;ld :her:at,lllt:

very C?”[’mz:s(gta:}e& who have places at their disposal, T believe lIu}‘nest {mar:; e

L oo f{,as long existed un(( will continue to exist. But where L aved e ",lé !

mcm}?eard of axTy lady sending letters of this kind, it has never ou.urﬁr}e o me o
f:gean; ez;il desion therein; and as to the asSenlL;db par;alzt%e%; e(:ln auzllguncha,-it(.-
; ) 3 it sur ar-fetc

{ tuer in a dance, it surely would be a far- L unchar N
Jfor one ?ar::-f;;ilz,'}zﬁz’ g:;‘guld attach thereto any hidden or flzsgraceful meam:ig.e' - th. ev‘
ble c‘fflvi;’l;“c are the only two passuges which I think it necessary to notic 98 they
ese“cll talked of, and misunderstood ; and as they relate :10 c{w"'ltﬁ ti: 1 which
ha\(e bee.l;_ - t possessed of accurate informatien, or it not furnishe '"1\ h the uctus)
?omflzy:xsi:dl;g tl?; drama is likely to be sensitive. ’}n a third pnjs‘?ahge’ }::Mlmzil e is
et ity ¥ in the presence of her .

i writing a letter to a lady inthe p Z I )
;;:l‘iglvye zlhe:: ::P::: p’::rsons who know India and 1ts”people, w'lll read all this as I have
done. 1 still think my reading is the correct one. ) hat thoy

' own
I have quoted thelwgyds of :he J ludtg:}.lenghave )
nt in the Indictment ; wha ; ) ;
had nIo ‘\:?\Is‘ml?eld up to the Jury by the Judge (with gt}eatIefdf;;(;f
I fear) as imputing to my countrywomen, thatzwhlch even the Indic
. g 1 v
i i to them
' t charge me with imputing . ) -
mem%iﬁ;::eanin; of the passages in the Nil Darpan evx(}eﬁ)tly;l is, S:zf
the intimacy of the Judicial officers of Government l"ﬂltl tht ‘e ;:)tives

Turopean residents in their" districts, (an intimacy whic] a?l nE,um-

iquererstand, but which is quite common and innocent (;n I Buro-

mis ociety,) tends to pervert judgment; and I have no t?nh t
p\?z?f;ar m)z ,in this respect does truly express the feelings of t e]na ]lr;i;
fI‘l df not understand our habirs. They think that w]01nen s}s1 hou! be
exlc(lezded' from society; they think biihat e{)er{) _Jud g‘iebywh i(;n tsan(l

i ip wi iter, is lable to be biassed 5 &
riendship with a suiter, 18 : . ’
te]rm: :?lfer see ju({icial officers, who are to try their cases, :lw:ow;t”h
z;léePlantzrs, treat them with special respect in (iom;;, :not iy
thev conclude there is very little hope of redress Ort ehe;he'.' s The
. u?z.)e'tion is not whether this is a groundless .prq;uflwe?, b; at::l cther it Is a
grime to make known thes feeling oj}"\ .tlh;) Native ;u::f .expression e
i i rpan ;
ause | published the N/ Dar expre t
:)get?rg:;t?eznd sentpit to men who were 'lzkely to wcz/yk u:{l and c;ns'zlr‘/;:
‘the testimony of the native press and its influence on the (;tba tve min . The

arrative e;,]n(i statements in the article from tneb serve(;i (;v :s h
ll:ave reprinted in the Appendix, B., will I trust be regarde y

indication, . . )
delf{ere 1 leave the case, earnestly begging all to whom ‘tln:; 31)33‘
phlet may come to consider its facts seriously as affecting grea
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. <148 GLlL

Tre Records of Government show that the system of Indigo
The Indigo systom has manufacture in the Province of B‘engal Proper
been long unsound. has been unsound from a very early time. Whilst
in all other trades all parties concerned have
been bound together by the usnal commercial ties of mutual interest,
in this one trade, in this one Province, the Indigo manufacture has
always been a remarkable exception to this natural and healthy state
of things. It would be doing injustice, both to the present race of
Planters and to the Administration of later years, not to admit, at
the outset of any discussion of the case between the Indigo Manu-
facturer and the Producer of the raw plant, who are now at issue,
that there has been in later years a gradual, but what is now a marked
and great diminution of the gravest and most striking classes of cases
of abuse and oppression, as well as of the most serious sorts of affray,
connected with this business. But, substantially, the system at the
beginning of the present year was as false as ever it had been,
In the year 1810, the licenses granted to four Planters to reside
Abuses in 1810 in the interior of the country were withdrawn,
‘ on account of the severe ¢ll usage of the Natives
proved against them; and the Governor General in Council,} found
it necessary to issue a Circular in that year, of date the 13th of July,

from which the following is an extract :—

« The attention of Government has recently been attracted, in a particular man-
ner, to abuses and oppressions committed by Europeans, who are established as Indigo
Planters in different parts of the country. Numerous as thqse abuseg a.nd oprressions
have latterly been, the Right Hou'ble the Governor General in Council is still willing
to hope that this imputation does not attach to the character of the Indigo Planters
generally, considered as 2 bady or class of people. The facts, however, which have
recently been estublished against some individuals of that class, before the Magistrates
and the Supreme Court of Judicature, are of so flagrant a nature, that the Governor
General in Council considers it an act of indispensable public duty to adopt such
measures as appear to him, under existing circumstances, best calculated to prevent
the repetition of offences equaily injurious to the English character and to the peace

and happiness of our Nulive Subjects. .
{gxe offences to which the following remarks refer, and which have been esta-
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blished beyond all doubt or dispute against individual Indigo Planters, may be reduced
to the following heads :

* Minute by the Lieulenant-Governor of Bengal on the Report of the Indigo Commission

1860. Parliamentary Blue Book. 4th March 1861, pp. 70—72.
+ Lord Minto.
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“ Lsh,—Acts of vivlence, which although they amount not in the legal sense of the
word to murder, have occasioned the death of Natives,

* 2nd,—The illegal detention of the Natives in confinement, especially in stocks,

with a view to the recovery of balances alleged to be due from them, or for other
causes,
* 8rd,— Assembling, in a tumultuary manner, the people attached to their res-

ective Factories, and others, and engaging in violent affrays with other Indigo
Pl ¢ ’ o o o ./ o
anters,

* dthy—TIllicit infliction of punishment, by means of a rattan or otherwise, on the
cultivators or other Natives.”

The Magistrates were dirccted, by the same Circular, to cause
stocks kept by Planters to be destroyed ; to report to Government cases
of illegal corporal punishment, not sufficient to warrant a commitment
to the Supreme Court; and to impress on all Europeans who wished
to continue to reside in the country, the necessity of abstaining from
ill-treatment of the people. '

In a subsequent Circular, of the 22nd of July 1810, Magistrates
were divected to report all proved instances of Planters who were
convicted of “ obliging the Ryots who reside in the vicinity of their
respective Factories to receive advances, and of adopting other illicit
and improper means to compel them to cultivate Indigo”; the Gover-
nor General in Council observing that he had reason to believe that
this was a “ habit” of the Planters,

I have said that grave crimes connected with Indigo have much
decreased in frequency; but it cannot be said that the character of
the abuses to which the system of Bengal Indigo manufacture is sub-
Ject is essentially altered now from what it was fifty years ago; seeing
that the published Records of Government show examples “that have
occurred within the last eighteen months of each one of the four heads
under which the offences connected with Indigo, as prevalent in 1810,
are classified v the above cited Resolution. Of the first head, the
Jatal case of Seetul Turufdar is a very melancholy example.* Of
the second head, the case of the men whom Mr, Bainbridge, the
Acting Joint Magistrate of Backergunge released from the godowns
of a Planter, is but one of many instances.t Of the third head,
t}}e fatal attack on the village of Mullickpore, wherein one man was
killed and three men were wounded, reported by the Commissioner of
Nuddea,} (except that the attack was not made upon 2 rival Factory,)
is a strong instance; the more remarkable as occurring long after the
rupture between Planter and Ryot had attracted publie a?tention to
the Indigo question, and when all Poljce Authorities were on the alert to
repress disorder.  Of the fourth head, the case which was made matter
of complaint against the Magistrate, for sentencing a Factory servant
to imprisonment for one month for dragging a man to the Factory and
flogging him severely, because he would not plough for the Planter,§

* The commencement of this is to be found at p. 292

. , pt. L. of th .
ment Records, xxxiii,, and the continuation at pp. 71 P ot the Bengal Govern

7, part iii., No. xxxiii.
t Bengal Govt, Records, xxxiii., pp. 124, pt. 1.

1 Bongal Govt, Racords, xxxiii.,
pr 919, pt. i, § Dengal Govt, Records, xxxiii

. PP, 1059 pt, iii,
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will serve as an example. How frequently the peace of the.co?lnt;y
is still broken by offences connected with Indigo, committed by
one party or the other, will be seen from the long list of fifty-four
such cases that occurred within the last five years in the single District
of Nuddea,* and from the latter part of the list of serious cases
i inb ; the Hon'ble Mr. Eden,} both of which will be found in the
i‘;e:r:dit)(r)f’the Indigo Report. The sole cause of all such offences is the
sy[sfe;n under which the Indigo plant is required by the I\Ianu('actu,x["e}:',
without paying nearly the cost of its production to the Ryo{t.l wf
evidence taken by the Indigo Commission fully proves that the © habi
denounced on the 22nd of July 1810 was still the habit of 18:)9. .
At the same time, that is to say in 1811, the same (rover‘x‘)me.n
of Lord Minto declared thatit could not, dis-
A special law in favour — popy the gmallest necessity for converting the.
of Plantora rofuwed remedy already open to the Indigo Manufacturer
. of asuit in the Civil Court, into a eriminal
rosecution” : and further on, in the same letter, the GOVerIfl‘m.%n(li
gnid : « Lven at present, complaints are but too fre_quently pre 8“.39
vrainst Indico Manufacturers for the violence of their conduct toward:
;falv tive. Cases of that nature have regularly received every atten-
tit:n f:"Lom ‘Government. In some instances criminal prosecutions ha}ve
peen instituted against the offenders; in others, they have beer:’ de-
rived of their Jicenses for residing in the interior of the cnunt.ry. ¢
d Tt is indeed in itself an all-sufficient exposition of the ch}:uact(;.r.lot
the Bengal Indigo system to state, what xsl demled bg uon}e, tena(t]o\:/ﬂx)iesd
ithin a_ 8 ¢ i Il agricultural produce hav
hin a few years the prices of all agrict 1 .
(‘:;'ltnle'trly douijled, the price paid, or nominally l)md,‘lfotx} Ir;;lg(t) plllzx:lt:
‘ i /o si ; hs til the Ryots ,
hae not bee 1‘1118(21(1 oy Sl"glf; g'l'”;]:t,s/ilor:t(;ln tt}l)z’clztt Zzl single Pl;z/ntrrr, for
as it were, declared open war, it is n s Jo
] tertained @ thought of any increase of price.
several years past, had cver el : ‘ ucrease of price:
' "hi : ¢ Dt his manner become intoler 3
Whilst the pressure had in t : come infolerable, Lhe
i dmini jon which, by an increase of Sub-Divisions, g
improved administration which, ' o O
; : acisterial Courts, showed them P
the Ryots access to Magis 1 them tha enlly
i i : oy eless; and they car ’
tion of the law was no longer 10pe 5 an ) ‘
t'hel'pl;oiiz fact that in the matter of contracting to grow Indigo, thi)y
t::rlzz in truth, free agents. The case of the Jessore P.lan.ter,.tot‘v:
found in the p,rinted Indigo Records lately published} is nfstmcuxs1
( ugh on this point. The Plauter in question luul. -.st.xenugeimyr
grl;;ectt,ed to the Head Quarters of one of the "?wISUb—D(ltVISlﬁ?;vatiu;
; 'y of hi he said he had a ryotty ¢ '
rear a Factory of his, where had 4 ‘ :
Oz‘agegoloebeerrahs, on the ground, amongst otlllel.s, (])I t};e;, pl&?}?i);:tsﬂ?é
i itioati (i ans at their doors. :
v mfhf;lgatlotr;;e“};el'lttlll (til:;rltxexig l:‘ema'med in abeyance, the Joint
. xln(?‘ d A 2 >
%"Il::;z?afe on g%ing to pay an accidental .E;l]']d puvs;ts :11131:;050 t'{,ll;:
t y his way by a villager who allege
Factory, was appealed to on his way by a_ g ! ¢ N
certainyfwrsonsl\Ivere confined there. On instant search being mad

* Appendix No. 11

+ Appendix Yo, 2L, * Bengal Guvt. Records, xxaiii; pt. 1. page 116.
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by the Joint Magistrate, several men (three at least, for so many

prosecuted successfully,) were found in confinement in a godown, having
been so confined, it would appear, there or in othier places about two
months : and the Planter being prosecuted was fined for the offence,
whilst five of his Omlah were sentenced to both fine and imprisonmnent
for it.

The Indigo Commission, as has been said, report that the crisia

The erisis could not VHCh occurred in 1860 might have oceurred in
have been proventod. any other year* The combined effect of all
the foregoing considerations upon my mind is,

that no human power exerted in defiance of the law, in support of the
system, could have upheld it much longer; and that if the Govern=
ment had disregarded justice and policy so far as to make the attempt,

@ would have been speedily punished by a great agrarian rising, the

destructive effects of which upon European and all other capital, no man
can caleulute,

On the actual question of fact as to the dislike of Ryots to Indigo
cnltivation, on the old system, the Report of the
Ryl(:’[:e’;’ff I‘};&E‘: c(zlfltit::\e. Com.mis_si(m 13 conclusive as to the intensity of
o, the feelingt. Indeed the Report, which in the

mildness of its tone is admirable. can give but a
faint impression of the intensity of the fecling on the Ryots’ part, com-
yared to that which a reader will derive from a perusal of the appended
ividence of the Ryots themselves, and -of the Missionariest, who,
Jiving in unconstrained private intercourse with the Ryots around

them, know the feelings of the whole class of Ryots better than any
other Europeans do.

This is the great point of politioal bearing in the whole question,

and it cannot be too attentively considered by all who have any res-
ponsibility for the tranquillity of the country, and the strength of.
the British  Government within it. 1f any one thinks that such a
demonstration of strong feeling, by hundreds of thousands of people,- as
we have just witnessed in Bengal, has no meaning of greater impor-

tance than an ordinary commerojal question concerning a particular
blue dye, such a person, in my opinion, is fatally mistaken in the signs
of the time.

The Commission report—that there is no proved instance of the
burning of bazars and houses, though ane Planter, whose hich
character entitles him to great respect, “has known of such acts§n;”
~—that the demolition of houses, either by the direct or indireot
order of the Planter, does, the Commission fear, occasionally occur| ;
—that the practice of imprisoning people in the Factory or its out-
offices is of common occurrence i—that the seizure of cattle, though
the oases are not 8o numerous, s also spoken of as a common

* Report, para. 131, 1 Report, para. 131,
} Sue especially Answers 138, 918, 1248, 1249, 1262, 1351, 1165,.1624, 1625, 3214.
§ Report, para. s, i Report, para, 90.
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sl raid  that in
ommissioners are afraid
*. and that the C | ’ ke room
rome instane date-gardens and plants are up-rooted to make full
some mstancesof{l Dtr oes to women, the Commission mostd u} )g
. ; outrages . a
1ord Indltgq;]'fsﬂ acquit all Planters. It is much tdo be i:gre:::rtetr .+
Tr]ly r:l?:rni 80 )«;’ross and so unfoundtidk“iflls e"lel';n:\met}l‘“i; ig’§q H
h B o H ikelihood o - .
it is nei rue, nor has it any _ siable
for lt’ll‘? n%ﬂ;ﬁ:ngesio’uers lay most stress on .the p1 OfY‘;:], lz:d z_Ii'nde e
o f seizing cattle, and more especially of Aid» IPP 9‘" A
prevalence b n z’ba.te in’stron(r, but not too stmpg, anguage. }
faat orime Ithey lzglt)llx‘othese offences are committed h“b'"'“]a“y ’ ag':r(il(;l Il::
country ‘:]:;'riih iﬁlpunity, is a country In Wh'ich A:ieminn"ivsti:ation. 1t
woak oo tection. The fact is a disgrace to the Ad o, il
weak no prlo eonﬁn.emem: in one godown that is practisec e et(])) seane
o B‘mp';z’dc and sent avout from one Factory to anot tlma,lu:m . ec]e N
sznozgysezanr’l as in Seetul Turufdar’s case, they are no &
2S¢ 'Y ) .
heard of again. lusi his point is, that setting aside
n on this p I
whole, my conclusior ecessary con-
indi %I;atlhcises hav,ingyno connection, or at l.eats:tirrllo crllmme:\bl); Tith
n ".’ ] he Indigo system, that system 13 fu Y} 5° Viar pre-
nection wn)b]t p ortion of those classes of offences, the p{:)i/ut - Iom‘
a very notable por Bengal has been from the first a blot u o
valence of wmchIm zpinion it is rather the system th{:lm “19
ini ion. In my ; rofitable-
%ldmtl,:tl‘zt;:(tllividuully who are to be blamed. ‘It 1slto itx?qed :(ll\l[:am brice
" f the cultivation of Indigo, at the extremely In: d cultivation,
Sovan for it 1 der the system, necessitating either a for i'e ttv plant
given for it unde of the manufacture from Bengal ryo Ly It sty
or the abandonment cted with Indigo is attributable.
i air and free system,
. t live upon a fair an
indivi wufacturer could no i T roduce
An mdl;l((liualnMa?{ gides by competitors who gelt tlllenrdr{(tl\vn (E)t apon.
4
su.r;‘our; ea i(x)lo' nearly its full value. That a Who'e):i;ilsﬂ. e T
wit xoulp Y form jtself from within, is nut surj 8 ot imoartial
pnpousy - (t)he defective, and I fear I must say, tletate of l:hinnrs
f:mlt‘ was 11 f the law, which allowed such a v1clousl? ate o whigh
administration 0 r fellow-countrymen were Concernec; hand if only
to exnst,twyhlerfiv(fllllld have been put down with a high hanc y
very certainly ! 4
; en concerned. . ave not
Native gentlfmcn ha{l Z?UO Commissioners) find that Magistrates lmveded
They (i.e. the Indigo ! ition of the Ryots, nor accor
1 been sufficiently alive to the position They say: It is not too
¢ W]ays due share of protection and support. [ eyin Y(’- wal balance, a
tothem a that had all Magistrates held the scales . I(]dz' o b ol
e o t;z‘e character which we have clearly shown Indig
cultivation of b Roportpura 85, i
s en
2 it was no object of the oppon lauter's
4 It must be stated howl,::\ ° ti}r:tt 11',lm)' regarded it as re-latmgt Txintﬁnet«hfsz/ allln'ing
b tl? layteat;issn (22 Itné?s‘?oc“l;’ivaﬁon’ I;md :hder?fozzydlgvi?l(éucé before the Indigo
rivate character thal A igsion : 1 stated in laces
Indigo Commission ; ith the names of persons or pli
Furwa.rd cases before the It “g 1 did not tax m);] ;gefgogq‘:;:g abeout a system, a.u‘c'l we[ mlg‘}l:
asm\’v; a bad man working a good system.” My ov

£
ood as that of any other class o
=8 § Report, para 9141

* Report, yata. 94,

g ; oot
Commission on this subjec
connected with nutria‘ges oiagzl;ﬁ';;n :

ce a good man working a 8 s In
Egi‘:iongis that the mora] character of plaute
Kuropeans,—J. LoxG.
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not have gone on for such a length of time.” I am obliged to support the
L finding of the Commission on this point. - The
caﬂl?fﬁfrff'.m}n’i“ii ,:,;t Commission entirely exonerate the Missionaries of
the charge of having taken upon themselves the
character of political agitators; they show that these excellent men,
circumstanced as they were, would have been inexcusable had they turned
a deaf ear to the well-founded complaints of the people in close and kindly
intercourse with whom they were living, and some of whom belong
to their own flocks; and the Comnission find that the assertion that
the refusal to sow Indigo was owing to the preaching of the Mis-
sionarics is one which is ““entirely without foundation of truth.”™
I must not pass this last point, without respectfully expressing
my admiration of the conduct of the Mis-
sionary body, throughout these trying events.
The Commission conclude their findings by reporting that the
discontent of the Ryots was not fostered by
the Zemindars; and that there is no founda-
tion in the stories of emissaries from Caleutta going about the country
encouraging Ryots to abundon Indigo.t In
short, the Report concludes that the system
broke down because it was hateful to those on whom it pressed.
On the part of the Ryots, the complaints are, that by oppres-
Ryots’ complaints. sion, and acts of unlawful violence in themselves
very harassing, they are compelled to engaue to
cultivate Indigo, or to cultivate it without engagement, for the Plant-
er, at a nominal price, which even if fully paid would be ruinously
unprofitable.  The fact of frequent acts of unlawful vivlence and

Conduct of the Missionaries,

Conduct of the Zemindars,

Why the system broke down,

oppression is fully proved ; and the motive is manifest j also the extreme

inadequacy of the price paid by the Planter, and the unwillingness
with which Indigo is cultivated by the Ryot, are fully proved.

J. . GRANT.
17¢h December, 1860,

ITL—INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL IN 1831, LET-
TER FROM THE COURT OF DIRECTORS IN 1832.1

Our Governor-General in Council at Fort William in Bengal.

You say it will afford us satisfactio
M.aglstratcs .and Commigsi.oners., that the focal Officers generally enter-
tain a very favorable opinion of the character of the European planters,
n‘nd that they are represented as kind in their treatment of the natives.
Such undoubtedly is the opinion expressed of them by most of the

n to learn from the reports of the

" Report, para, 120. + Indigo Report, para. 194,

+ Report of the Indigo Commission. Appendix 16, pp. xeii-—East Indic oo (fonle
wissions; House of Commons Return, March 4, 180'1,,1.][):1. 335, ndia Indign Com

-

Court of Directors on Indigo Cultivation in 1831. .

Magistrates and Commissioners in_the papers you have transmitted
to us. Yet although we arc not disinclined to give credit to those
favorable reports of the planters, it is obvious that such accounts must
be received with some allowance for the delicacy of the enquiry, and
for the disposition which men naturally feel to speak .le.vorably of
those with whom they ave in habits of familiarity and of social inter-
course. < The habits of private intercourse” (says the Cominissioner
for the 5th Division) « existing between the planters and the public
Officers, is a point of considerable moment, but it is a delicate matter
to interfere with. I have known the appearance of intimacy deter the
natives from bringing forward their cmr.zplaint.?, and I incline to agree
with them,” (meaning no doubt the natives with whom he had con-
versed), « that the idea of throwing aside our lml?ltual private ('eelings
in public business, is, with most of us, more specious than real.” This
consideration suggests the propriety of separating, as far as may be
possible, the opinions of the officers from the facts to which they
referOne of the Magistrates speaks of Indigo plaqters who had been
twenty years in a District without a complaint against t,h.em ; while on
the other hand, we hear of planters who_cannot hold.a factory a few
months without numerous complaints being made against them or their
servants. There is too much reason to believe, tlmt_ the ryots are 10 a
great extent oppressed and defrauded, if not _by .Indxgo. planters them-
selves, by agents employed by them, acting in their names :}ndfor
their advantage ; while breaches_s of the peace attended with VIQlence
(often with wounding and sometinies even with murder) are committed ;
the chief actors in which are l.lired ar.med men, engaged by planters for
the express purpose of enforcing their claims in defiance of the law.
These facts are affirmed even by those who have borne strong testimony
to the personal good character of the planters.

Mr. Turnbull, one of the Judges of the Sudder Dewanny Adaw-
lut, says—< The contract fon'ned with the ryot is sometimes not in
writing, is frequently insufficiently defined, and is generally extremely
unfavorable to the ryot, rendering him in fact, a slave fo t{ze estublish-
ment with which ke has once engaged, and thereby preventing an open
and fair competition to all, whiqh .wou.ld zEﬂ"ord the only true and eﬁ.ec-
tual remedy. Too much also, it is said, is entrusted to dewans, naibs,
gomashtas, and numerous others employed by the plavter, who, I fear,
looks but little beyond the quantity of the land procured fur him, and does
not pay suﬁz‘cient attention to lthe means by w/zzclz‘ it has been obtained.
In such a state of things (says Mr. Turnbull) it cannot be much
matter of surprise that the 'ryot'who is aqknowlcdged to be in poverty,
and has perhaps Yeen laboring in vain for years to €vork off his old
balances, as it is called, should readily yield to the temptation of an
offer of money from a rival factory to pay off his old score, and there-
by liberate himself from t.hruldom,. as well as engage on more favora-
ble terms.” The contracts are said to be geneml]y for two and th‘:w
to eight and ten yupees advanced on each, and some of the factories

have thousands of such engagements.



8 Court of Directors on Indigo Cultivation in 1831,

The greatest of evils of which the ryots complain of (says Mr.
Walters* “is the almost utter impracticability of being able to free
themselves, should they once have the misfortune to receive indigo
advances, either by their own free will or compulsion.”

It is further said by Mr. Walters, that if a ryot should possess
the means of paying off his balances, and desire to emancipate himself
from indigo cultivation, there is at present no legal process by which
he can compel the planter to settle his account and give him his dis-
charge. “ The planter will not receive the money, and the ryot gene-
rally finds himself reluctantly compelled to continue the cultivation.”

“ Other grievances (says Mr. Walters) complained of by the
ryots are, their being forced by threats and ill-usage to enter into
indigo engagements; their having other or more lands than those
contracted for taken from them by the indigo servants, and being thus
unable to raise other crops intended for the support of their families ;
their having entered into engagements, perhaps voluntarily with one
factory, and being obliged to execute engagements with another for
the same lands, or although they have no concern with any factory,
still having their lands forcibly sown without any pretence or colour
of right. "These (says Mr. Walters) are evils, ail of ¢o0 common vecur-
rence, and which it is not in the power of any Magistrate 1o prevent.
They are to be attributed more to the factory servants than to the
planters themselves, though the latter do not perhaps trouble them-
selves much to ascertain Aow things are carried on, so long as a cer-
tain quantity of lands is sown, and a certain produce is to be ex-
pected.”

“As Magistrate of Nuddea (says Mr. Turnbull) T had some
opportunity of witnessing the scenes of contention and strife, ensuing
from the various and conflicting interests to which that competition
gave rise. The disorders which then prevailed in that and the neigh-
bouring indigo districts, have, I believe, nothing abated to the present
day, and they are certainly such as to call for the serious interposition
of Government. From the moment of ploughing the land and sowing
the seed, to the season of reaping the crop, the whole district is thrown
into a state of ferment. The most daring breaches of the peace are
committed in the face of our Police Officers, and even of the Magis-
trate himself, In utter defiance of all law and authority, large bodies
of armed men are avowedly entertained for the express purpose of
taking or retaining forcible possession of lands or crops, %iolent
affrays, or rather regular pitched battles ensue, attended with d/ood-
shed and homicide. QOur Police establishments are corrupted, and the
darogahs are said notoriously to be in the pay of the planters, Euro-
pean or native, to secure their good offices. Private assassinations
occasionally occur, and forgery and perjury have their full sway ; in
short, every species of crime is committed, and in the list should not
omit false charges of murder, arson, &c., which are very common, and
are the most harassing of all to the accused, as well as to the Niagiﬁw
trate.” :

* Comminsic ner of Revenue and Cireuit,
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Tlhis statement is confirmed b.y Mr. Walters, who says,l“dI wxlg
not here put on rccm-(} acts which have come to “f].y'!ﬂ']?‘;t erg?p(i
open, daring, violence (]ll‘(:(?t(‘,d to .the <]estmct10(p }0 uvat :%c (tn;]:,
but will ask, where is the instance in this part of the qoxflin ry o I:IL
native zemindar, who, unaided by Lurqpean partners or influence, has

indi g 1es d successfully carried on the speculation
erccted indigo factories, and succe: y carried on the speeulation
without being in the end either entirely ruined or o 1Dc{) te T it bis
more powerful neighbour to a s".r.n‘c in his concern}, or eu?‘_,/ o
perhaps cast into jail for standing up in defence qlf his ({)w?i‘?:z‘r] Lf,. ol

The practice of indigo planters maintaining fulg)e ‘0( 1c§ 3\(1‘ me.
men, is noticed by other Judges of the bud(i:al 'ewi{nu)tt a\f\‘ ue,
as well as by Mr. Turnbull jl\lr. Ross says E‘ ely are \(la)rér (;)fe‘;)ﬂggsq
the ryot’s contracts, and Mr. Sealy speaks of ; n'e} l'llim er 0 U{;ﬁ()/;l.
that now annually take place for indigo lands, w 1‘1cl\ la © int i iﬁ
attended with secere wounding, anq ?rcquex}?]y with ’;)?.s of ,}{L i
consequence of the planters enfertatniry Lmue.»i q'f jl_y‘z 131.)9]] e
the express purpose of fighting their battles on tl‘O:? (.;c((;nsut 17 S

Mr. Walters refers to the custom of enFextmr;mP a ,L; ;s(l.;i( :
and native indigo factorics, a number of peraolns 0 lf‘:;;mloxls‘ C ‘cer,sngc
tions, someties proclaimed offenders, f‘sc.a‘})eé lco'nzz.c“,re " gum s
descharged from jails. These people (he says) bt .11 e l;i(g],t L in
indigo factorics, from whence they Issue 'u‘ndv;‘ )c;nﬁcx :(1 e1ven r;,w;-;,'e,-s
are guilty of heinous offences; dacmtles‘, t he ts a.q Jeven, musders
have been brought home to such factory 1e-tame‘1_. o e Lolice
Officers, he sayx, are afraid to enter an i{/.d/go;f(ég’(:iir/, “:[\,z,i)s'uspi(;i(,n
A n}(x)t' ok B tto assiltStatll)l;o'g(s) ;(';'?),llftiz)sm‘texbrllent accompany-
' eir owi servants, ars {rom a st ent accompany
iﬂlsl\(}l; tVValter’s report that one of the indigo 1{1?“‘:;915 1(3_}2;?7:?11:3
Lias in his service 240 persons under the denomiuation i

3528, )
hlmlal\qlf-. Prinsep, the Secretary in the Geflelr.al Depa_rtrlr.)efr;;;:g \;E;;(;w;
some of the papers cannecte(.l with t]?ls s]u )Jec.: we;es t(z) exm':d e
the following remarks :—< It is where in the ea?elrn‘f:  to extend eul
tivation tl,e‘ Manufacturer piresses money upon & 1]a , r?"]yt t(;

I [ several joint ryots, or on ryots, w xq ‘f).ve no righ
chanme their ¢ Jtivation without the zemindar’s permisgion or on ryots
rcu l‘in all which and in 500 similar cases that nn.gllt be
anufictt has not the land measured out to him and
specified, but relies on the ryot’s word, as to the l)l)SSCSSll(')I; (')1::;1\51&”::
t}I:e ]and’; firness for the plant, cgnﬁrmed‘ perhnps' l»)(rr :;I(u;z:rh ml;;e..
mashta: Mr. Prinsep says, the Courts are not st.lonﬁ ( ug Lo bre-

" : vom thriving hy violence, and the Manufactu
vent people fron ials (Liudgeon men) to supply the deficiency of
present to then“ Ii;[‘:“i":insep u(?(ls, “ the stronger party benefits nhvays
their cvjntract,s ; of .:m enﬁzuremcnt, and while this is the case, that is,
by he Jooueness inefficiency of the existing law to'pmtect.the
while, through th'e‘t“'ers can ybear down the ryots by kired ruffiuns,
\_VGer", e “Hm'm;u“%u)ulir:l/‘ to ery out against the system, as com-
it may be part of tw."[I such means of righting themselves, but Govern-
pelling them to resort £o .

change thei
not in posse '
cited, the manufacturer



vy
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mentacdl wot readily be persuaded that they are the oppressed class,
who require to have their hands stremgthened by further lgislative
provisions.”

Mr. Walters says, that false complaints are made, and witnesses
are suborned, hat that the planter’s name does not appear, though the
ease is brought forward by his servants, and af fis eapense, he himsell,
maost probably knowing nothing of its truth or falsehood, Many a
planter (says Mr. Walters) has confessed to wme that he has been an
accessory to acts, of which he would have filt limself ushamed in his own
countrys acts awhich he was driven to permit, or (o lose the eupital
he had emheked e vemarks, that the European planters holding
Linds in the name of their servants, are subject to no tangible respon-
sibility.  They meuy direet Brigands to be entertwined ;  they may plan
aad arder attachs to be made, but if not personally present as princi-
puls, it is difficult to bring them to Justice. * Instancos have occurred,”
says Mr. Walters  in which the mere warning a Furopean planter
aguinst heing accessory to the hreach of the peace on the information
of a Poliee officer, that armed men on liis part were collected, has
ealled forth a threat of prosecution in the Supreme Court, so that Mauyis-
trates wre really afvaid to act against British subjects, except on the
strongest grounds,”

We desire to be informed whether you have any reason to
believe that the fear of prosecution in the Supreme Court, operates
to prevent Mayistrates Jrom evecuting their duties in respect to Dritish
subjects. At this distance we have not the means of forming o
correct judaiment on such a points the mportance of it, hmvever? iy
obvious; and it Mr. Walter's imputation is well founded, an effectual
vemedy for so intolerable an eril should be sought without delay.
HL—EVIDENCE OF MAGISTRATES, AND JUDGES LVI-

DENCE IN 1835—59 ON INDIGO CULTIVATION.*

From A. Scoxcr,t 1

; i%Q., Judge of Nuddea, to the Seceretary to the
Government of De

1igal,—(dated Kishnaglhur, the 20th Alu'il; 1854.)%
My pear Brivox,

T am more sure that some such statement
should be submitted for the constderation
proper manner of doing it. T profe

. . N [P > . R > ) ; N
spaken complaints which people here make wyainst the system generally
but me " o v verer v g . T,
ut not, ws they allow, universally practised in the cultivation, of

Indizo s and I wonld hee 0 l : : :

a0 g you to do me the favour of lavine the

. . 2 b [ )xll)Cl~
Lelure the Governor-General, g 1

"wtay that T now enclose
ol Government than of the
ss merely to put on paper the ot~

T Eact Todia Indigo Commisson Papers, printe (
: AP prntad by order of the
monz, 4th March 1861, Recurds of the Bengal Gove, Xxviti ptoi R

+ Subzequently Member for Bengal in the |,
v Bengd Gevt. Recerds, xxxiii. pt,

House of Com-

“shlathve Cuunedt.

ke L
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M . . 9 e -
I write. of course, not knowing whether or no ‘the same matter
h ’ O A -
has not been already pressed upon the attention of Government, ])0:‘
h H o . AT . PR ‘
haps I should sav, not knowing but that Government has reason to
{dl‘;’ st]l - Zli e discussion of it. My own idea, however, ig,
decline the immeds SCUS ] » iden, however, s,
that it is o longer enough to measure the 11(114(1.711,'0[/(}3 0/{}]?701;;1]” cqy ;z‘ L
d en e valuc of ports of Indigo : the cffects of the systen
' salue of our exports of Iudigo : : .
and energy by e o dered ; and I should wish to be
y 1o ¢ 1 also be considered ; anc N .
wpon the prople shoulc . o : ‘ h b
;fti:ﬁed 1‘1{'1t7in connection with the cultiv at.mx}l zn,;]l .n)]‘ull)uf;((lfli:ﬁl 2}
It b why i N | W IIO] y' ; :
i abour under none of those evils R
Indigo, the people la of ovils which, by a kind o
d i re, furmer rev: nav, which men may regret,
social misadventure, fuunﬁlly Sle‘(‘l']lllel():ev l{l’in fich me
' Tee to allow, do still prev: gland. .
re perfectly free to altow, : i Fa -
but allt? 3)9 suw{vostion which I make, of a (,o;/nhzsa.mn of I/tzqm/]/
listened ik seeimns Y
hould be listened to at all, I should I.ll\e to m]‘\l that 1tcseun~. ~(‘; 1“1(?;
?‘ r the purpose, should be associated with the Revenue Commizsio
N ’ 1 . ALY v
. lish and 2 Native gentleman zot in the Public Serviee.
an English and a N g

Nor. ]
it rcecord the remark-
I (eel that I ought not to hesitate to put ;mﬂ }ccr(;;fih.itc:“nt -
-di lizo system of this Dist e
3 nts reearding the Indig te i : at |
?)ble &mteilenio me By NaZ’zw of respectability and mt(:/{z'//cncre.. ;m{l in @
10l i : . e g / mis-
ee'rtli;:z to be informed of the facts which they narrate, au_({ i /ufr}:, /if ;i(m
L . ¢ . !
'o;'ji med, they themselves assuredly belicve. My connection with nI o
nformec 2 R o ‘ . N
}ji‘tl'icts’ is too reccnt to permit me to state the lcunuinitﬁfx(;xce;mloed
b ’ ; - . a . . . l( . le
about to describe as having fallen within mly own know (Liocn L ndead
: ' rears : asual communica
I have known ]\;0‘. )Q;HS{,{/ ﬂ/‘(:’:;lgvllloucl(l shrink from the approach of
; wdhold X '
eople, that a Native lan coul ink m th proach of
El(li'/ o,cnltivation as they do from fire ?‘/u, d/_{/ p;auizlcs eqz' America ;
d.(/)ther\vise the violent outrages that from time t()ﬂun . It) t"qpyots
the o o i ’ ili 3 art of R
i * Indico 1 : )oness on the pa
the sowing of Indigo m(]lcntf} an l}n;vxllll)rﬁ resa on | exlceptim, byots
to place their lands at the service of t re Planter ; ], epting thes
0 pia nal and very general sources of observation, Il have pcll;t i G)I
asional 4 u bs . " nall
000&1'1i0\\'10d<re of ﬁ\e complicated .rehtmns}up su )SL.T_ng; , :H cen
1101'\ l’lalnt::‘rq as landlords, as cultivators, or as manu J.Gfl r‘. ,l,‘ .
o lﬁ() ts as ‘teuwts or labourers, or producers and scllers o pm(fuoie‘,
Y ‘ “ . . . . < , . - .. N s
the 1}0 :l‘ the recommendation which it is the mam pur pose of t u\
e tlguc lbﬁ\it be manifestly grounded chiefly on mv own 1gnlmanccl
s {0 su < b N " ) - wrm
b?pflll ’u?,'eof it is so plain to me, that the strong sentime n‘ts]mu 1:“ ”
: ' : " the : , people
0 zt-z),essqu,/tg’I;mplu’ or at all events of that pm?mr\l of :I(;)'LI\'C xImt,
-{i;tfn ‘.?vhom T have communicated, are not suﬁ?clzjﬂnt,g/ }ineo‘zfer‘,],ts {O 2 o
beevn suthiciently investigated and d.iscussed, an la I‘Lt 1 nts 10 their
reiwn*ion have not heen sufficiently refut;a( ot \Z} * vlsif‘gc(]
:LII)rIr)rreqt timt the complaints made shoul'd be authorita n:n)] ;]e : i{mti‘m
Ob\fvh .1 seeking information on this subject, onet s 1‘ {1 cs jon
l tt, o ]i% at the bottom of the whole matter, 11{}111(, }I, )
seemed to m a ; mattor, nonly, the
willineness or unwillingness of the Ryots to co opte“em n the cultiva-
o of Indivo.  Willinwness would betoken contentment and | abl
tion of Iudigo. Ul ] zTjs might express constraint, banl.ruptey, wundeli-
h stry 5 unwillingnes g 1 ¢ " e
mdu;le)b:m(ls I have asked therefore simply whether thq cultt or
b 3 't 2, (
L?T(Il dizo was acceptable to the people ; and the answer given to we,
(o] 1 a as 4 d ‘



12 Magistrates § Judyes' Ecidence on Lidigo Cultivation in 1855—59.

interrupted more than once b
Sully to deseribe the
was a long narr
diless Tnjustice,

I cannot sufficiently guard against the possible inference that I
advance any statement of my own knowledge : I write what perfectly
credible and perfectly respectable people have told me ; and what [ am
persuaded they themselves believe. No one, 1 may add, who has had
long intercourse with the Natives can have failed tg notice the credulity
and weakness of judament which, in some respects, and particularly in
whatever relates to their position towards Europeans, impertect edu-
cation, narrow experienee, and the timidity of their national character,
tend to engender ; but allowing for this source of error, there is, I

think, in their statements 4 substratum of understood grievances which
cannot unlistened to, be cast aside.

The general impression conv
o]

y the declaration that tongue must fuil
various forms in which misused power was exercised,
ative of what appeared to be, to the speakers, reme-

eyed to me regarding the Indigo
system is, that it is sustained throughout by compulsion, and by the
advantages gained by arbitrary and wnrighteous dealing.

It is said that the Ryots are driver by force or fear to undertake

the cultivation of Indigo; that they are not allowed to cultivate other

crops-till they have sown Indigo, first, it may be, on the Planter’s
nijjote land, next on the Ryot’s own lands: that done, the Ryots’ labour
and cattle heing limited, it is too late to go on with other erops,

It is said that Ryots are not at liberty to devote what lands they
choose to the cultivation of Indigo, but their best land—this field or
that, as the Planter may point out,

It is said that, in contracting engagements for land, Planters
require large and unusual measure, two-und-a-half beegahs of the
common beegalt to make one beegah,

It is said to e notorious that a Ryot gains little if at all by the
advance of two Rupees a beegah made to him by the Planter ; he has
to pay it away to the Factory Amlah.

It is said that in delivering his produce the Ryot is compelled to
deliver two bundles for one; two bundles are taken from him at the
market price of one bundle. This is said to be done by tying the leafy
heads of two (or more) bundles together, and making one Factory
bundle. :

It is said that the work of the F
quately requited services of labourer
by the extortionate cesses which Planters levy from their tenants; by
the compulsory loans which Mahajuns are obliged to make for the
purpose of hquidating Ryots’ balances.

Ryots, it has been said to me, have nothing and can have nothin rs
they are working cattle merely, not men reconciled to labour by their
sain .

& I find it difficult to obtain anythin
forms in which the force or compulsio
Ryots is exerted : it is said that catt]
they are carried off altogether, perh

actory is carried on by the inade-
8, boatmen, angd hackery drivers ;

g like an exact conception of the
n alleged to be used towards the
€ are not allowed to graze ; that
aps plundered, perhaps drowned ;
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red ; the uses are harrvied and burnt.
that orops are wantouly deﬂ;o') ifo,ulty‘l?t/()]::} have the poor man and the
Complain,—say they, how often : O
‘eak y to complain? 1t is better to bear t
R ! 1 t adopt these statements: they
It will be understood that I I(o :;10 enrinlled s 1t T
- a 8¢ !
are deplurable s but e u-tm(-)bi but that they should be believed to
deylorable, not that (hey ) ot I think measures of inquiry and
be true: and it is to this belief that
redress are due. o N
issi uted, these points w
Should a Commission of Inquiry be instituted, I
specially be attended to: N
e (‘13)’ The whole conditions of a Ryot’s f(‘mlgngem;en.f, as ae)te:::nitl:
. i i ature of his rent in money or
i dizo; embracing the nat \ i
fo culpwate Il'n of h’is reunt ; the rate of advances and erftlant] to]“xglm.},
oS o en'ule . the size of the beegah compared with ({ e )(,e;‘of
ﬂ(f!V'ig]Ceslﬂlﬁ 1 "rhe i)eriod of the engagement, and terms and mann
of Rice land; the
ivering the Indigo. ' S
delivering The 1 1?nro being ripe for delivery, does the Planter acctu ¢
2) ke ice ? Under what condition is Indigo see
for it at the full Bazar lzrxce ;
— nd accounted for? o o .
iy Ordinarily, what provision is made for the termmah'p‘x.l ofof
(,3') e nts?—is any period specified 7 Has the 1)10\1T19(mI
Syots engagf{mel l;f.iOI) V. of 1830 been taken advanta%e of? In
30 . . eottiat -« ) ) X i L .
bwttl?n lY mycis an engagement considered interminable -
actice by ¢ H e )
pree d , failing, on whom does the risk rest? Is the Ry
" SeaSOllldl oo ly ; or for the entire money rent of the
‘or advances only ; : ;  the
accounta.bf]:rfgfe't;ﬂue of an estimated but ungrown crop of Indigo;
cear 3 or a
3)1‘ fmz both rent and advan(;es? } N
What proportion does the advance bear to the w lf e, Tent;
at : nee bear to t ;
. 5.) ent be Lstinmted in kind, what is the proportion o ' e -
or If the llen alue of the crop? In delivermg the pﬁ)dutc;:, at wh
A% ] e e
Tate d t?h::leiortion not advanced upon credited to the Ryo
e tically, in this Factory and in that, to wh:}t extent m.e
6) Pllc?g up ur’r'tinst Ryots; ordm:;rxly what adjustments are
es seor 'D( H aterr {
bg}m;c-d . how long 1s adjustment deferred . N A
ey tically, what is the comparative position o {_o‘,s? ho
R Pmﬁd (;f' Ryots who grow other crops but not ]lnu%l? F s
grow Indigo ?iq,b]e to fail than other crops? If so, d? ‘t lleis~ﬂ‘}'eatcr
pndigo lnmebee‘enrah from Indigo -remuncrate the Ry«])g ) or his g
!‘eturn?s pgrdin:rily are Indigo Ryots above the world ? .
¢ a . . P ,
losses ? hat rate, under what conditions, 18 th'e Ial}ﬁ}lr 0 ]xarloqs
(8) At w l'u-ed by the Planter remunerated ; for ‘n ing rt, e pri-
descrlphonsfret(l}l; Factory; for gathering the crops; for ma]nud‘tctllll:u;%
v P e 4 . = o O
yate ]d?'ds o d for transi)rtmg it? Is a losFP crop worke
the In(glgol,fﬂ"’vm.ked out, how is account taken? ' . .
labOUl‘-) In Farms and Talooks attached to Indigo Factories, what is
9. n Farms 4

9
the condition of the sub-tenants as such !
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14 &
These queries i
] e, CrICS May SCem ng ¥ it
native Livot; but Lh)p)r ncc]:d“ﬂ:}’ o rejor to the conditions of (e
A 3 8 3 cessariy ST ] 1
and interests of the Planter fn'\\ embrace the co-relative rights
or for lalf a cenfur iter. - A Factory worked for twenty )'T}éll's
sort of Tielia : 1 ury miust necessarily  be invested with some
k . . (11t » E ) ’
e et ) ([ln(,(,lulll), to define, and to preserve these rights
Y : he advantaceons, and 1 i e 0
P ' geous, and 13 certainly to tl i
anter : and possibly eve P y due to the Lndiz
! 3 na Planter should i
‘ _and pos=1] ! er should e > 1
that in the system into which le was necessaril © oxpected Lo adinit
eessarily i 1 1
ssarily adopted, investigation

n)«]’ dlS l()"e ]n\“lu y c((’(: 53 W i > 3 )“()St
H 8 = llt:l] d {
o N ) U(.all ]l(., llllnselt W Ould b(}

) A. Sconce,
Kishnaghur, 20tk April, 1854,

——

From II. Starxvont
Si(m' {ST};;M('()HH, Esq., Commissioner of th
sion, to Ao W, Russen, Bso., Under-Se

ment of Bengul,~(N0.
Six,

) The Ryots
Lhey know th

of ¢ e Cthitt?gong Divi-
280, retary to the Govern-
33, dated the 13th January, 1855, )

genera ;
;.'t/whe,,[lf{ :;iz(ijz' a f/mrd time of it under the Planters
ooy that wh Opp()ru\l\;‘eilr} uf!ls they wust be compelled to assist
1 cultival 7 for rowing wil o
river rises, the 3 o curne i, hat whe
river & dc;n-oyyé(inl;lstt{)g compelled to assist in cutting 'ch’eﬂm'L e "
better ¢ - Y the water, and they feel that Tl el
1 '?tl 80 (l'” more majorum cultivating other ¢ N? i tlhey o
admits to be more profits v I L L e od b
Admits to be :me profitable than Indigo ; bnt1 some ugftr' o
advance: xecu . 1 o on
written out in th:»?‘ engagements, while others have cn:':f[:ted v
writter o wiewr names and adeavees forced wp o or mot
given at all.  Such contracts are of cour o ”CII'{I‘ e on met
: ourse readily  brok
) oken, and no

reat n i“(_,n i b l 3 tl e d & ¥
e 1 1 2 Le, ]t any [¢]] ' 1 emmnaar S€ems n h y
I s t] ¢ )nlt ()f ccessay
to l[ld”(/(l the ]{ ) ots to bl C‘ﬂl\ thcnl / ‘

g 'l‘lns‘ I believe to be the rea] s
he premises that the cultivation
tion ; and that it can only b
whhcn' the interests of Pla )
assimilated by their standine, in respee
of landlord and tenant, inn’whi‘l b[t( )
on the Planter than it is e
of the Ryots,

tate of the case, and it i
state of the case, - nd it is clear on
of Indigo in Bengal is in a Jalse posi-

carried on with any degree of fairness

antel an h ke m so asure
d the I‘Vﬂt ay e, ome me
R H

:tit::nefl::h other, in the relation
at present to los 1t would be miore impolitic
ssen the income and resources
I need scarcel ’
(1 sCcarce b ]
weak and poor \\']1(3, flld‘d it until T eame to the conclusi
s el oo v orm the great mass of the 1, ] ston that the
therand poorer for the beucfit of population, should be
of whom ure ve ; J a small body of men many
. el g

; ry wnserupalons and ;
S ‘ Yy nd oppress P 1
cur in Mr. Beauforts recommcndutioxlef ey L am not hkcly to con

" Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiid,, pt, i pp. 35
The Legud Re g ccommen:
t The Legul Remembrancer whe recommended a penal contract Iy 1
3 ract bill for Indigs.
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From W.IH. Evvrorr, EsQ, Officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan

Division, to the Secretary fto the Government of Bengal,—(No.

33, dated the 22nd Mavel, 1853.)%

S,

The whole system of cultivating of Indizo in Lower Bengal is so
radically bad, that I believe there are Tew Planters who are not com-
pelled at times to resort to vivlent measures, which their better
feclings disapprove, for the preservation of their Factories {rom ruln.
1 do not here allude to those acts of gross injustice and open violence
which admit of no palliation; but I kunow from personal experience
that Planters, who would scoru suck acts, do too olten econsider them-
selves obliged to take Jand for Indigo against the will of the Hyot who
has refused advances, and to foree advances upon others,

Having served in the largest Indico Distriet in Tndia, and in
others of considerable importance, 1 have seen no little of the working
of the system; and I rcgret to say that I wecer yet heard of one
insthnce in Bengal of a Lyot gaining substance by the cultivation of
Indigo. The Gowashtas and other Omlah, the Takidgivs and other
subordinates of Indigo TFactories constantly amass wealth, more or
Jess, but the fact of a mere cultivator of Indigo having become
wealthy in Bengal has never yet been brought to my notice. Indeed,
under the present system, strange as it may appear, the wealth of the
Ryots is inconsistent with the well being of the Fuctory, which depends
upon keeping a Ryot invariably upon the Debit side of the Account, a3
the only hold which the Planter has upon the land for the next year.

From W. Luxe, Lsq., Civil and Sessions Judge of Midnapore, to

the Under-Secrefary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 1,
dated the 4th January, 1855.)1

SIr,

None but the necdy will voluntarily engage to sow Indigo plant,
and in support of this fact T would observe that the first (vl\quF of o
Planter in establishing an Indigo Factory is to sccure the proprietary
rioht in the land where his future operations are to be carried ony by
{his means he obtains power over the Ryots, and his first step in far-
therance of his object is to require all those holding lands adupted to
the growth of the Indigo plant to et apart a portion for that purpose.
This requisition is strictly enforced by the servants of the Factory, who
measure off the lands, superintend the sowing, weeding, and subsequent
reaping of the crop, and no solicitations or remonstrances on the part
of the Ryot are of any arvail Can 1t theq be a matter of surprise
that the Ryot should be unwilling to resign his independence and
vopuntarily making engagements that he knows

means of support by ;
Certainly not, and for these

full well must terminate to his detriment ?
veasons I think it would be impolitic to make the Laws in regud o

* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiii., pp. 4%
+ Bepgal Guvt, Reecords, xxsiit, pt. L opp. 46
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Indig : i
g0 contracts more stringent in their

Present, provisions than they are at

From G, U. Y

UL Yo, Fso. * b

Ressiin, g, Ui eiating Judgeof Rungpore, to A. W.

~—(No. 4,’dat&ytl:;;;lti;&orcm'y to the Government of Beneal,
anuary 55 °

Sin, wy, 1855.1)

The o

18 oreat crops of B i >

. ] b $ encal Rice St Silk, T i
&c., are advanced upon to an gxtent {o ’wl oh T )“\, . lbres’ O']'SECGS’

no comparizon bich Indizo advances can bear

: the advancer
b advancers wounld, donhtless, - .
a sunnmary Las £ > doubtless, “be glad of the aid of
without héinf‘v.’ but xtill the Ryots cenerally f'nlﬁl‘ theirlil(: t“d (t)£
bribed Zcmi:(](?‘).mpe”m'] to do so either by bands of armed ]‘r‘w‘?
extensive “llﬂ(‘llim'rr I fully allow that the necessity  of koo )im:n o
contract by the l'{‘.,:?tand a larze establishmeut renders o ,le-ex?ol mt)'
advancer on )rudu: m.(ln'e mjurions to the Planter than it is t‘lb ]ﬁ?
it for the m'n']kot 'lJe “l iich requires no manufactory pruc(.%slm . ﬁe
favour, and if it o wut that is no reason for changing the I i ¢
avour, and if it was, it applie Gl eI the Law in' his
of trade : k s 1t applies to Silk, Snear, Lae, and :
rade as well as Indie : > ouagar, Liae, and other branches
10 general com )1‘ i t igo planting. But in all these trades f/‘ . i
should Indigo ];l:’r“:g’- that the Ryots will not fulfil their (:rmtl't'zct ‘."e.]”
answer to that ]u»lu, tng be an exception ? 1 believe there i Slj A
ably, are 'lveug testion._ because the Ryots, reasonably O‘S onmly one
il mi se to Indigo, believing that t] k ¥ or unreason-
vch yield @ more certai 3 \ere are many other
for the wniversal d 1"’] ll/lll as well as a better profit. 1 cannot oon
: crsal distike ghown ¢ ; : annot aceount
other way. 1 n to Indico by the cult oeot
oy can H » > J cultivators ;
than ot} }. - umot show in figures that Tndico ; itors Inany
know bxe‘f CI(,})[S- The Ryots believe that it is s " 110;8 profitable
N est, 1ev take , e 018 50, and they )
other, and ]mvimyﬂrt;;;lci?‘ the advances under pressure of ‘*()lie();]gh; to
from wh & satisfied the present necessity. endenve kind ov
o vhat they know to be a losing contract r)i‘ll.n( eavour to eseape
NG conecey " . s "ACT, . .
R heern can afford to pay lwrve sums t e mere fuct that an
‘ u ot ;M)-;nn from  opposition shows that ,{) a Zemiudar to induce
strained deall \ 1t the 1 e
dealing between the Planter and the er(‘et 3 ot fair uncon-
and t yots.

In buyin,
] v 3 .

the power {Zf.tu;-g;’”(; iil)l}’gl([a[r 1 consider the Planter simply purchases
slares, who are expested yots, so fur as Indiyo iy . i
. . xpected to waoyl s concerned, into

profits of their wedke b < not only without any share in t}
ut at & ! any share in the
Rvot the nower of todoi o real loss, unless we ar .
J power of judging for himself as to \vhmt‘cen<ale o dfny o
' at crop pays him best,

Formerly ¢l !
e unwilline Ry
’ el ; ots wer
Jear of vivlenee : A e compelled to culti
it is thoualit 11 ;]\en. 1t was found better to 1‘1 o l‘oycult.wa!g by the
Law will', it \l()z agistrate will be cheaper fl, I’v)'nxe J(;)mmdu.r; now
UL ever be passed to ] an either; but I tr
ot . oe merease the e . T trust no
oppressing s . profits of 1) -
many im?m ttzll mlme those who suffer cuough al 1(1150 p)antmg by
¢ ate @ 5 3 VY g ! reda . ,
come still. and Imlg]'x)n(t)lst esteemed friends amone the )l:[{ t I have had
the Rvot y L like them as a class, kuow a 11 anters, and have
Yot is unfairly treated, and it was 1ey do not belieye that

Qo Y sanll € “,hh ST
go found myselt foreed to come to that cunclﬁ”_ pleasure that I long
‘ ston.

; ?)ow Commissioner of Oude
ow Con .
engal Gove, Records, xxxiii i 3
» SXIULpt, opy. 50,
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e of Backergunge, to the Secrctary

From C. Sregr, Esq.,* Judg
al,—( No. 31, dated the 7th February,

to the Government of Beng
1855.)t

Sig,

" None but
was not profitable to the Ryot.
such a system ?  Make the cultiv
of their own free will and accord, and w
cial Laws, enter into contracts for the cultiv
as they will any other sort of produce,
to break their contracts as they are when eng
of any other sort of produce.

Every honest Planter
advance unless he is in the Ia
the Planter’s books who are ouce in them.
Indigo cultivation is ruin to the Ryot. A
countenance and support to the usurious Mahajun as to the Planter,
as he now deals with his cultivators. Both Planter and Malajun act
in the same way—both take advantage of the Ryots’ necesstties, and both
derive an usurious profit from  their dealings.  Let the Planters
allow to the Ryots a fair share of the profits they themselves derive,
and there will be no complaints that the Ryots arc eternally breaking

their contracts.
As the Planters then have it in their own power to remedy, the

evil they complain of, they should be told to apply that remedy; and
a hateful and an unfair system, such as the system of adm‘nces now 1s,
should never, in my opinion, meet with any support from Government.

It may well be questioned how far Indigo cultivation, carried on
as it is now, is really beneficial to the country. A Planter spends a
great deal of money; he gives employment to a great number of
persons; his residence in the country 18, In many Ways, peneﬁcml to
the neighbourhood in which he dwe}ls——-th.ese are .all obvious 'advan-
tages ; and it is also very true that in Indigo Districts many 2 Zemin-
dar gets a good rent for his Lstate from the planter, promptly paid,
where he formerly found it difficult to collect a small and precarious
rent. The profits to the Planter on his Indigo enable him to pay a
rent above what he can himself collect. But if, as I have not the
slightest doubt, that the Indigo has been obtained on a syStem ruinous
to the Planter’s tenants, then however valuable Indigo may be as an
article of commerce, it would be better for 'the sake of the Ryots if

there was not a stick of Indigo in the land.

As Planters only, Planters do not .benfaﬁt. the country. As
Planters they certainly introduce a crop which Is Lighly remuncrative,
but they take all the profit themselves, and keep the cultivators poorer

* Now Judge in the Sudder Dewani Adawlut,

+ Bengal Govt. TRecords, xxxiii, pt. i, pp. 63,
/

a Planter would deny that the cultivation of Indigo
Is it for Goverpment to cncourage
ation profitable, and the Ryofs will
ithout the enactment of spe-
ation of Indigo as readily
and will be as little likely
aging for the cultivation

will admit that no Ryot will take an
st extremity, and that xone ever get out of

The reason of this is plain.—
s well might Government give

[e3
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Indigo contracts move stringent in their

provisions than they are at
present.

From G. U. Yurs, Esq.,* Officiating Judge of Rungpore, to A. W.
Russeru, Baq., Under-Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,
—(No. 4, dated the 28th January, 1855.1)

Sik, '

The great crops of Bengal Rice, Sugar, Silk, T
&e., are advanced upon to an extent to which Indico advanees can bear
no comparison : the advancers would, donbtless, ‘be glad of the aid of
a summary Law, but still the Ryots generally (lfil their eontracts
without being compelled to do so either by bands of armed men or
bribed Zemindars. I fully allow that the neeessity  of keeping up
extensive buildings and a large establishment renders a breach of
contract by the Rvot more injurious to the Planter than it is to the
advancer on produce which requires no manufactory process to fit
it for the market, but that is no reason for changing the Law in® his
favour, and if it was, it applies to Silk, Sugar, Line, and other branclies
of trade as well as Indigo planting.  But in all these trades there is

no general complaint that te lf_t,'ot.;' will not Julfil their contracts ; why
showld  Indigo planting be an exception 2 1 believe there is only one
answer to that question,

because the Ryots, reasonably or unreason-
ably, are averse to Indi

) 0, believing that there are many other crops
wlich yield a more cortain as well as a better profit. I cannot account
for the wniversal distike shown to Indigo by the cultivatrs in any

other way. I cannot show in figures that Tudigo is less profitable
than other crops.  The Ryots Lelieve that it is 30, and they ought to
know best. They take the advances wnder pressure of some kind ov
other, and having satisfied the present necessity, endeavour to escape
from what they know to be a losing contract. "The mere (et that an
Indigo concern can afford to pay large sums to a Zemiudar to induce
him t9 refain from opposition shows that there ig not fair uncon-
strained dealing between the Planter and the Ryots.

In buying off a Zemindur I consider the Planter simply purchases
the power of turning his Ryots, so far as Indigo is concerned, into
slaves, who ave expected to work not only without any share in the
profits of" their work, but at g real Joss, unless we are to deny to the
Ryot the power of judgine for himself as to what crop pays him best.

Formerly the unwilling Ryots were compelled to cultivate by the
Jear of vivlence : then it was found better to pay the Zemindar ; now
1t is thought the Magistrate will be cheaper than either; but I tryust no

aw will ever be passed to increase the profits of Indigo planting by
oppressing  still more those who suffer enough already, " | havz had
many intimate and most esteemed friends amone the planters, and have
some still, and T like them as g class, I kuow ihey do not bc’lievc that
the Ryot is unfairly treated, and it was with no pleasure that I long
ago found myself Jorced to come to that conclusion,

* Now Commissioner of Oudo,
t Bengal Govye, Records, xxxiii., pt, i, 1

ibres, Oil-secds,

W 59,

|{ Cof g ¢ Y 1N ., N o L~ -

LKLaqg e trates (I)Il} JI((]y(’S' ]41 ?(lt’)l(.(. on Ill( Iq() Cuh IU(ItIOn (213 1}3 JJ l
1/ (gt\ b LN A . (
rom . I'EER ;SQ. Ju e o d rounge 0 € Secl(— ay y

Yy I 314 > B‘lcke b3 [t
B S, ‘g l“ * l In. f v o t th : t

C (\‘ ernme Q 5(‘ ,—(\L 0. 1, l eb ’ )

to ”]e TOover nt l)[ I)(’ll’ l 3 (l:l‘(’(l ”]e i 1 h ruary

1855.)t

o : at the cultivation of Indigo
e tui tpl(;;l{erR;}ootuIdI;l“;t/ If(ﬁ Grovernment1 to I;nciour\;‘)%ﬁ
Take the cultivati ‘ vois
2 Make the cultivation p1:0ﬁtablel, and t‘::neuf it
s will and accord, and without the enaclz e
of their own fre_e.nto contracts for the cultivation of {)n( Xg-ol't‘t;(. e
i ?ntffl s other sort of produce, and will e fil/b lAulltivqt'mn
to bthe}lrc t‘}‘;t:lilr g(l)lgrtmc'ts as they are when engaging for the ¢ :
to brea 7 s

of any other sort of produce.
Every honest Planter

was not profitable

W '; 10 y” 1 1 tdrl\ an
lll admlt thﬂ, 1 R t \\4 l } HO q‘.f
aQ lV«”H:(‘ mic t ty an 1 H ‘. Hone eve? flt ut 0
1 ]1(.53 he 15 1n he lﬂbt extreml Py 'l} d 1 ;ll ! Of ][. .S ] (.'

{ ] b

the 1 lant@] s 1")00)&9 whe are once m me. 2 Le 1eason thes b 7la’ l.-’_"
] [4 t,le ly()t AS W e”. lnlD‘ht (]O‘v(/ t\l [

—Z [ 0 7TUIR LO j .

7dlg cultlbatl{)n 1S TY lnnlent olve

i Planter,
ious Mahajun as to the Dl

2 ort to the usurious 2 , o Dlanter,
COUlltenﬂﬂceldI:{l S:\]rli)gl his cultivators. Dotk Plc;n’ter gg;rsiit?esa « 7;1 un act
a8 ];]e 1’;)7‘):3(1$;zz/————both take advantage of dthel '@Zo 5 fet' the, and both

rive - g their dealings. t
X rofit from e e
ey 10 }usu{{zoz.tss IZ gir 'sfl;are of the profits they tthe?f:lclhe;reakin;
allgvzh - tw]iell bz no complaints that the Ryots arc eternatly g

an ere .

their contracts.

P C it the
Y'
.A.S ”le I laubels l,he" }la‘re 1‘ in tllel] own power {() |(}[“(3l

eV Il ‘ Iley Q [ (li l hey S]I()uld be tOld tO app] y tha.t relned y s d,nd
a hate ul aﬂ,d an unfarr S SteTn, Such as tﬂe S St&"'l of advances now 23,
com )]aln f ’ y y f d
shlo ldf ever, 1n m y Oplulon, meet Wi an y Suppor rom OVer Illllent.
u n , t th t f 0 ‘I ,

y W l) estio e(l Il()W fﬂr ¥ d on
Indl“o cu]tlvatl()n, carrie
It ma ell e qu St n e

. i he {
iti eally beneficial to t reat number o
e l“Sdnolw’olfs rl;loneyy; he gives employment 1t;)nﬁl v%ayS, beneficial to
gl‘eatn:‘ahis residence in the counltlry xffl 1;1611“8)’ all obvious advan-
Persons in which he dwells—these are nv a Zemin-
the nelghbol{rh'ooglsl(? very true that in Indigo Disntmts mrao nslf )ﬂ; paid,
tages ; and it dls ent for his Estate from the plan erl’l P d lrecm‘ious
dar gets a goo reln found it difficult to collect a Sm{:l a;:im p‘00 pay a
whire r}f?lefogﬁgsyto the Planterfon hlxls Itndl%)u tenl'ft :S Linve ot tho
rent, - H If collect. ’ ol
at he can himse I gtem Tuinous
rent above Wh‘lth ¢ the Indico bas been obtained on a sy be as an
slightest doubf, o nts thenrilowevel‘ Valuab\le Indigo nge R :)ts 'f
o ?hle Pi'antfrl;rzetsél; it would be better for ‘the sake of the Liyots i
arficle of co >

there was not a stick of Inlciigo :’n thedian:li;)t benefit the country.  As
ers O i spativ
As Planterstali)zll.;{’intrgguce a crop which is 1;1gh1’)71t1?n;u?1cra()t;;eevi
fl? r;/tlerstﬂ;;ya;}lel‘the profit themselves, and keep the culiicators p
U ey ta

Now Jue ge m the Slldd()l Dewam A(l l\\hlt,
> it . 5 6
ovt. = ? RS e
¥ BC.\gal ¢ vt I\COOIJ* xxxu Pt 1 hy



18 Magistrates and Judyes' Evidence on Indigo Cultivation in 1855.

than they would be if allowed to cultivate
produce. Planters who are also 7
to, their Indigo and their Ryots.

the poorest description of
emindars have two things to look

From the Hon’BLz A. ey, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the

Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,—(No. 500, dated the
19th June, 1858.%)

Sik,

From information derived from Pl
trict, regarding which I have had an o
L am perfectly satisfied that contrac
entered into by both parties for the
almost entirely unknown.
are made is as follows :—

The Blacksmith of each vill
every plough in the village.

anters and Ryots of every Dis-
pportunity of making inquiries,
ts 7. c., engagements voluntarily

purpose of mutual benefit, are
The manner in which the so-called eontracts

age furnishes the Plauter with a Hat of
The owners of the ploughs are then sent
for into the factory, and are informed that they will have to sow a
certain amount of land, cencrally two beeeahs for cach plough. This
estimate being made, cach man receives two Rupees per beegah
advance, whether willing or not ; from this two annas are deducted,
or, in some, cases subsequently charged to the Ryot’s Indigo accounts

for stamps.  The Ryot then signs his name on stamped paper generally
blank, and this is called a contract. No particular spot of land is

mentioned even where the paper is filled up; it is generally considered
preferable by « hizh Planters” that the papers should be kept entively
blank, so that whenever the Byot demurs to obey a SJactory order, he

is brought to submission by a threat of Jilling wp his stamped papers
s a heavy promissory mote. 1 have heard this threat made use of
more than once mysclf,

The only men who ever go to the factor

are those who go openly with the intention of defrauding either the
Planter or the Ryot. These are the widdlemen, generally prosperous
Ryots who have a number of Jotedarst under them. When in want of
money for a law-suit or any other purpose, they go to the Planter, who
gives a large advance, but this man never sows a cottah of Indigo him-
self; he makes all his Jotedars sow five cottahs or a beegah, aned thus
produces the requisite quantity of plant, sends it all to the factory in
his own name, and takes the price himself and neyer pays a farthing
to the Jotedar who has actually grown the plant. "The Planter never
oppresses these men, as they huve too much influence, and they are
the only men who really ever make money {rom the factories, except

the Amlah. 1In nearly every village in the Indigo-growing portion of
this District one pucca house may be seen; thebhi:tory of its owner
will be nearly always found to be such as [ have related above, There
15 auother class who come for advances. These arc men of notoriously

* Bengat Govt. Records, xxxiii, pt, i, pp. 220.

tes willingly for advances

+ Peasant proprietors,
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ion 1 y to defraud the
1 ion 18 to cet money
bad character, whose sole intention 18 & adrances to such men, he must
factory. 1 tho Planter chouses b & e Police.  The dgra Bank i
i i expecting aid of t 2 Lgra Dank o7
run th/e risk w lt?;)illllti Iw}t?e might as reasonably demand the 'r;ssz.stauce of
> er $ | ) o X .
ary o o7 comm - money advanced without s./z[/u??nt securily it
the Lolice to recover mox t/ ay a fair price for his plant, and Oll;le t]m
lanter was to pay o f¢ e ) donld be less
oul}]frzhn?m];rate the Ryot, there 13 no le?:o‘n why iclsosh;)hat rouives
:Zillinn‘ to sow this than any other erop: there ;18111:101 o P
Y SRR ither irrigafion nor manure. )
so little care; it llequnes nes]tzﬁllich S der the'cultivation of Indigo so
e are other reason ! > o - e fastor
Ttllzl;c ::: that the Ryob 13 c()nst{mﬂ)h Sc\nxgxefe(:e t}?istllidino i);
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:1.11;‘ tory for the Ryots, but satisfactory for the pls j/: i TS
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1e Ryot’s ! ; o it -
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the Government is determined to uphold the Planter against the Ryot ;
and I think that there is cause to view with considerable alarm the
enactment of any measure which will encourage the belief that the
Planter will be invested with more summary powers. If there is any
difficulty in sowing Indigo iu this country in a fair, honest, and legal
way, it will be surely better that the cultivation of Indigo should Le

left for Africa and other countries, where it can be produced without
oppressing the people,

From E. A. SAMUELLS, Esq., Commissioner of the Cuttack Division,
to the Under-Secrctary to the Government of Bengal,—(No.
128, dated the 12th January 18353, )*

Six,

The Indigo Planter has already an amount of protection afforded
him by the Civil Law,in his dealings with the cultivators, which Las
not been conceded to any other class of manufacturers or agriculturists ;
and I am strongly impressed with the opinion that it is this system of
protection which has encouraged the lar and reckless contracts, of the
frequent evasion of which the Planters now complain,

Merchants who advance for rice and other agricultural products,
take care cither to deal with responsible parties, like the Mahajun or
the Zemindar, or to take security for the fulfilment of the contract on
the part of the Ryot. The Bengal Planters mnot only neglect these
ordinary mereantilé precautions, but they are in the constant habit of
making advances without security, to the Ryots of Zemindars from
whose co-operation they know they have nothing to expect, and of
whose enmity they are in many cases aware. Men who act in this
way cannot be said to trade; they gumble, and but for the Law which
makes a diztinction hetween their contracts and those of other traders,

they would pay a much more severe penalty for their rashness than
they do,

From W. Daxrier, Exq., Commissioner of the Patna Division, to W,

Grey, Esq., Secrefary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 1197,
dated the 18th January 1835, )t

SIr,

I have always understood that the cultiv
generally remunerative to the Ryots,
less compulsory.  The advances are sometinies as recklessly given as
reccived, the Planter trustine to his own means of enforcing the culti-
vation, which he knows the Ryot will, if possible, evade.

I consider Mr. Beaufort’s suggestionf as bad, it tending to protect
and perpetuate a system which is an evil, and to place the Ryot in a

ation of Tndigo was nat
and might be considered more or

* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiil, pt. i,
t Bengal Govt, Records, xxxiii. pt. i,
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state of subjection to the Planter in which he ought not to be continued
by any legal enactment.

wmmissioner of the Dacea Division,
. T. Davipson, Esq., Com 1  Dacen Division,
Fron:octh? Sle)(‘retary to the (Government of Bengal,—(No. 45, date

the 26th January 1855.)*

Sir,

It ot be denied that the culiivation of Indigo is a fruitful
cann

i E fr T in those
' source of the seréous affrays which are of frequent occurrcnce

actur igo is carried on.
districts wherein the manufacture of Indigo is c2

rom * [TITERTOD b ANy C it ”n J“ b.a O ll[l“], 0 . .
RUS SELI ! SQ [_} II(IQI—SOCH’(:U y Q hc Qv met [} :‘ d 1,
iy uUn., e t t (l elh[ e 11 1 l;e]l’]

—(No. A1, dated the 2nd February 1855.)1

Sk i ivatl ¥ ot any good, and I
L deny ot I'}dl,l‘%')o c):(l):;,(zimtol?atd(_)[?ns(li;;e é}}l’tivatioyniis specially‘
to tlllét cuelt,ilvator, special Laws for thedenlolrciax(nlantﬂ?et
advantageou.sr lico cultivation cannot justly be e:nacte . told he
contracts f]“tl\z:;:m? carried on as it usually is in bengal? to be a(_feo‘;;;
(I:Eilt‘i%?ttii?l,dand thi’s 1 consider to be ‘I“‘]OV?S el)‘_j,;rtlg(a)l?‘(};l:;:lea(io‘r‘\'itcl)] M t],)(;
Plﬂ}lfel‘ poo el‘;e};)}; ;)g‘c]fivll)x(:;z]r: adﬁ‘nce of say ten rupees, would
PN that'nf(i) o n" Indigo zf allowed to grow any ot/zgr erop. .
o e in gll; v(r-d lave $0 multiplied that the I lantel- czm'noI
I‘?‘dCtorleS‘llﬂ e;?lﬁ‘lz sortion of the Ryot’s land for Indlgol, d;lll(
be satisfied with t,{ta"ﬂ; take place in the attempt to compe ]'T;
%er:foieit;l{:af]{f (:iv:: up his land for Indigo or to sow Jands for whic
yot, 08

he has received advances.

maintain that, unti

S iatine Magistrate of Nuddea, to
) 'TORD, 1I5Q. Officmtmn o .
I‘roth.I IB.I I“\S“;;-(Zgr, to t},m Govermment of Benml,—-(No. 31,
the nder-» ary R

dated the 12th January 1855.)1

ye . . .
ngioo 18 bt on ] I)'l\ S \Y e Vl“ a IO\V
I] ] not a cr l “IHC 1 aAV>s, as i ].v ])Onest, P]an v P
(4] 1 t . [

a l ‘ (4] 1 1] 1 m HY g it 1 ss to 1]10 RVUtS ; tll]S
n very ‘\ en, s ar v 1 aving, it 15 a /an(l [() ; > X
, 108 th ’ "]Se’ l l.‘ lon l‘])‘ut‘/[}/ bt,() t])e Cl‘op iS !10t O be nace d at )
I)e' t eir ant

1I e case ) | t wo 1 Tre

el >

moreover ]1 1 a 1 e »n y } { * iv 1 o ances
1 if| 3 th 2 1{: Ot, 1)0 ()

3 na b (1 seasvn, (" { W v) 8§ receivel 'Hl\
cannot l 10(]1108 a Suﬂ‘l(:iellt C“)p ()[ Il‘(.]lz\o to cover ’?]IO..SG( advan(:es the
sum ]4"‘ ’ \‘V] i l ]]C iS llldebled to t]le I Zlctol y 13 Cdlllel on ui (l * |l

uei €l 1¢

.. ) t (r € Mma y Ie(:e’\e llothmo a,t all,
l ea.d Or '|d‘ ncees 1o [llm, althouoh h a B
1 H A1

. : aq
p ords ciil. pt. 1., pp. oS
* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiil. pt. 1., }
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22 Muagistrates and Judges' Evidence on Indigo Cultivation in 1855.
From A. Grorr, Esq., Corimissioner of the Nuddea Division, to
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 94, dated
19th August 1856.%
The Magistrate of Jessore gives the

number of petitions con-
nected with Indigo cultivation in the

season of 1836—
L. Complaint of collections of lattials for Joreible sowing of

Indigo and prevention of sowing sometimes, including charges of
plunder.

. 40
2. Sowing Indigo in paddy and other lands belonging to and
sown by Ryots, e 19
. 3« Durning a house for the purpose of sowing Indigo on its )
site,
4. Forcibly taking away Ryots’ bullocks to sow Indigo and
to compel them to fulfil contracts. e 9
5. Duress to compcl Ryots to fulfil contracts, &c. e 4
6. Cases of assault and oppression on Ryots to compel them
to give Indigo lands or fulfil contracts, 5
7. Aftrays connected with Indigo. e 2
8. Trespass in Indigo e b
9. Cutting Khals 1o fill up paddy lands, so as to make them
fit for Indigo . e 2
10. Compelling Ryots to sign blank paper e 2
11. Forcibly taking away Indigo seed ; e 2
12. Breaking up Tudigo cultivation. e 2

———

From the same letter

If the Ryot unde

the Planters says Mr.
ner’s report which is fi
in which Mr,
examination, *
by making a s
from interferin

s paragraph 9.

r advance fail to sow when the season comes on,
Moloney, sow his lands themselves, Mr. Skin-
wwarded by the Magistrate gives an instance
had during his absence from Magorah, at the April

made a clean sweep of the lands available for Indigo,

how of plough, and men which would prevent any one
»

(y\.
o

From J. . MavoLzs, Esa., Officiating Joint M

to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Divig;
the 30th June 18356, )¢

Six,

agistrate of Barasct,
on,—(No. 376, dated

I am fully impressed with the conviction that the present system
udigo planting is in most cases Jorced and unnatural, and that it
cannot act otherwise than oppressively towards the cultivators of the
soil. It may be, and no doub i, probable that in the majority of

cases the operation of this system is and will be borne with the apathy

of I

* Bengal Records, xxxiil. pt, i., pp. 93.
+ Bengal Govt, Records, xxxiii, pt. i, pp. 101.

¥ s tiom 7 == 4
Magistrates and Judges' Evidence on Indigo Cultivation in 1835. 2
ag:

i 1 cur when
1 teristic of the country, but occasions will of c?\}é‘s;zo 3(; e
Cllarac e_ltb of oppression by violence will give ris y
the 7resistance

. : . . . rced
breaclhes (;t 111]}:(303(:3;::%(1 that here, and especially in the — case, a foree
am {u

* Indigo tn the country.
system alone heeps a plant of Indig

3 N ivisi to the
From A GROTE ) issi s of the D uddea Division,
¥ \ ESQ., COnImL.Slonel (4] . . t
S : etar 0(’ the Government of Beuoal,——(No. 119 Ct s dated the
ecr y o)

12th June 1859.)*
Sir,

I b o t l ‘ vel lllllf‘ll( l) i f the
Qo 1a ¢ 5 2 f(‘r el’usal, COples 3]
now e L‘y bcfol‘e GO s ¢
N = F ] O [‘ﬁ e . b l( ’ : ] E . ].
En"llsh deClSIOHS o the C]atll o (el tadatd

1 \l J . o f l
tl (4] y W 111 ShOW that MY, llaS becn con VLCth m t“ 0 Cd
1 ¢cases o the

. , is Factory,
- . brick godown of lllS.

. jon of certain Ryots wm a brick o in appeal
illegal d{’)tiztl?zesj;?,()o in each case. The bessxon.sﬂJ;?g?ntentigln of
un((ll ﬁmla(tl' 1%]16 to Rupees 250 in each case, no(t1 th; br?nf* o Gotal
reduced this o ) but 1n order g

habior ate’s sentence, . IIL
mltlgattmgf t}i‘zel\i[\?i%}llsi;r the limit of 500 Rupees imposed by Act L
amount o

[ ]
I1I. -
George CERN AND BUOLIE SHEIKH versus Mz. ]

: eorge 11IL
Charge.—1llegal detention or duress under Act LIIL. Georg
arge.—lileg e
153, Section 10% 1 hich is good, cons1dermg_the
Cap- i learly proved on ewdengq, which good, con e e
It is clea q,)ccused and his position, that Bholie Sheik s e
POWeX‘kOf :10 a:rz'ouc factories and there detained foge i the M-
o it ‘tain persons were re t 3
: + indisputable that certany ‘ cleased by e by
is further 1indisp D ed 10 (he
i se persons having ed | el oY
e Onfl Ofoti}xlgs.bigeli)fl‘ ba brick godown, within which he a
he
person on ,‘x e hat uD. | -
Other’i‘ltl‘el(fz';‘zs(})f}‘lzlgetentiOn o abou(tl o xgoir':)trhssuI])&I‘)ors)irx?nr tha.tysuch
: ‘is good groun osing t 1
P andl'gzgl‘etongyots,gwho desert or default in Indigc

statement on 0
treatment is often app
matfers.

E A. R YouNG T v aal,
Q ) y he Government of Benoa4

rom Esq. Secretary to t e ¢
t ] Cmnmiqsiémer O,f the Nuddea DlVllen,—-(l\ 0. 4144, dated

=g \+
Fort William, the 30th June 1859.)%

a r 44 1 ¢
I, not but conside such ecases of long continue
1 y n

His Honor ¢

: ras found guilty as ¢

f which Mr. was 1ol j
illegal conﬁtfmer:t asf'tV‘hl?:feoth‘e} ())ﬁ'ender is a British suhject, noy doub!
great opprobrium.

yl iy ; c,
th ‘ l l ery unju ot TdS t}le 7!] d Z\a

) yme. ) v J J st towa tnjure tlU
e rimna aw 18

. 5
* Bengal Govt. Records, XxXill., pt. i, pp. 11725
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24 Native Petitions against the Indiyo System in 1855,

IV.—NATIVE PETITIONS AGAINST TIE INDIGO
SYSTEM IN 1855.%
Petitions expressing Jeelings of the

Byots and Letters r:jfe;'/'inf/ to them.
Translation of u e

tition, dated 1s¢ Chyte 1265 B. S
In consequence of the emmity which My, —_
us, our lives, honor and pro

perty have bheen with o
during the last few months,  As an instanc

has conceived against
reat difliculty preserved
¢ of his oppression we may
mention that we had sowed our lands with Sugar-cane and "Tobhaceo, aud
since congmtuiuting ourselves on the fajp prospects of our crop, “'1‘,0"
on the 26th of Faleoon last, the Dewan of the I'actory accompanie

by 50 or 60 lattals, armed with clubs, spears, and guns, and a Keraneé
Salieb on horseback, cane to oup villages, and having foreibly sglze'd
us like judement-debtors vowed vengeance to us and to ouy families if
we did not immediately sow oup lands with Indiga; and by foreibly
bringing out the ploughs of some of the Ryots from theiy houses an

by maltreating others by putting the ploughs on their necks, they got
some of the Jands culfivaed with Indigo. These people now come

daily to our villages and with stmilar parade practise oppressions. The
oppressions of the Indigo Plante

rs are beyond deseription.

We, poor Ryots, find no means for the protection of our honor,
lives and property. Police officers ave posted for the preservation of
the peace; yet even they dare not come forward at the critical time.

—_—
Petition of Sareryowy How

Nuddea, to the Hon'ble t1

DAR, and others, inhabitants of Zillah
—(dated the 12¢l

18 LIRUTENANT-GoVERNOR of Bengal,
August 1859.)t «

Most NvapLy SiEw

That your Hono
to your Honor that
accompanied with ()
with hackerieg

ETII,

v’s petitioners most humbly

—— Gomashta of
lirty or thirty-two lattials,
» attacked their 1o
ornaments of gold and silver in

bell-metal and in cash, as also the pady, mustard seed, linseed, gram,
wheat, cows and Calves, &e., and drove the owners (your petitioners)
together with their families,

The servants of t}

beg leave to present
——-— Indigo Factory,
shurkeewallahs, together
uses on 26th April and plundered the
cluding the plates made of brass and

¢ Indigo planter have driy
tioners from their houses, and have plundereq ¢,

el States amounting
to six or seven thousand rupees, and the suit that was instituted for
these is still pending on. It has costed your Honor’s pettioners many
rupees for the brick-built Loy

ses ; they have their paternal Jammy
Jands and trades ; they have to

¢ 10 get upwards of twenty or twenty-five
thousand rupees from thejr debtors, and |

} ow they can leave thesc
cstates and retire to a different place ?

* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiii., Pt i, pp. 238 House of Commons Blur Book,
4th March 1861,
T Dengal Goyt, Records, xxxiii.,

en your Honor’s peti-

pt. 1., pp. 288,

& :J 9- &
Aat ve Ietlllon’ a r?lilsl t)lé Indz‘?o System tn 185 A ;
(4

. e tary to the GO-
fficiating Secre vision
rox, Esq., Offi Nuddea Division,
From E. H. }ESH(I':}G to tl’le Commissioner of the
vernment of DBengal,

(No. 6124, dated the 23rd October 1859.)*

—y 1 : ases referred to
Sk Mr , in the several ca Jeer °
’ 1 i i red the house
The repors showg ;h'tfws charged with having pl!\‘ltndecxm3 Ahe honses
in petitions Nos. : ?onm considerable al}lo'U{lt ggegloggd,};;used o Ian(ll)s
of the petitioner f their lakheraj tatle- R cased e e
. iy as to preve

[rece, de‘éplnyed tPetheir houses to be dug l{p sowere alIi event py o
in the v1p1mty Othereto and that the .caae]s O e ore 3 the
taining ingress ot pn:ved, :l]thoul%h in thre e, oxs, the
plusde of pr omplained of 1y »s were made over, re-

lunder of property comp , to whom the caies “ﬁ e‘: :d e o
%eputy Magl};%tr‘cltes tain of the offenders ghould be

that cert

commended

o I ed pr( l Clt5 .
ed and I l() O 1 the piun el wperty
d requlle( ! lll{]l ¢ O Nl 1he vah e ()f h 1 d J

who
is that of - Mr.
erted tois t when near
The case next ﬂagv etitioner }nmse_]f') was se]z:dto hion. and after
(as represented b};lec‘tino? some debts which }:e;ﬁexc\ was flogged by Mr.
Y cO 1S -
’s factnry the factory by Mr. -—-“—"“] vibed how he was con
being dragged toh etitioner has there desc epace of one month
himself. T efpom factory to factory fm? 2 )III) being that he had
veyed as & pnsoY:ler tfme cause of all this oppr etblbl;vinf: b o dismissed
when he escape ; vant of the factory, and }h& ‘Mr'o for sowing
formerly beet & se;:used to take advances l(;?sl on the delay on the
from emplay he ref ting Commissioner remar ‘hich was commenced
Indigo,  The Ofﬁm%r‘:lt?}’]e disposal of thlS] catset’ ‘:axamine the cmnplu.in‘/
— ; . et to L
ot o as stillon his negioe arge Mr. wit
on the 30th M}:Ly, a;ﬂadﬁtst app&red befo({e hl}’:;st(;nc(]l)eazour to persuade
vhen . on
ant’s person W 1 impmsonment, an ‘
sault and false : se. . nt-(ro-
the assaul to compromise the ca bserve that the Lieutena Y
the plaintift same time desired to 0bse! of the manner in whic
I am at t]?e sa unfavorable impression Lugisterial Authorities o y:
vernor has derwe(ll;‘lr:»n protected by the ﬂda'({:i)t been exercised in
the people have esesiI()n, such as has beyond do hi
T r 5 ¢ .
Nuddea {rom opp e ' | wav. when on
the cases bx:ought Ei-ra)glx(f}ernor heal‘len y getazlt‘ailn WIr',:l{(/o cases they
The Lieutena laints from Natives that (rsfactonily investi-
tour at Nuddea, O-f tig;:;r;)z ; and this sting ofl ulr:s::ma e it fmpos-
did not get rea‘l ])TSismissed cases Now reportec eveprvthing that can be
gated and has“ly. 1 certainly convinced th_at e Distact to repress
vible for hlmdto i,eflas been usually done 1n .
]egitimately s o occurrence, in which
abuses of this class‘hich are known to be of d'aé]‘?from lace to place by
These cases, Wd and imprisoned and carree dipraeefil blot wupon the
Ryots are ku‘lnap];;?l nters wilh impunity, (f‘reﬂz’e duty of every Magis-
Zemindars qnc.it 'a;;on in Bengal ; and it is
District admimistral

< op. 957,
* Bengal Govt. Recotds, xxxiii, pt. 1, PP
eng:



26 Nutive Petitions against the Indigo System in 1859.

terial Officer to strain every nerve to bring them home to the offenders,
when they can obtain a clue to them, Instead of doing all that could
be done to ascertain the trath, and acting it must be presumed in the
belief that the cl '

arge was true, the Deputy Magistrate recommended a
compromise 5 as though the ease had been g trifling squabble or a nomi-

nal assault, instead of a charee of one of the grossests acts of oppression
and eruelty that can be magined, short of injury to life or limb,

From A. Grore, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Div
Officiating Secretary to the Governmen
Ct., dated the 19th November 1859.)*

ision, to the
t of Bengal,—(No. 151

Sig,

Possibly the people of the ——0 Thannah, one of the quarters
from which the Lieutenant-Governor was

petitioned on his tour, did
for a period entertain some doubts whether it was intended that they
should have any real protection in Indigo cases; forin 1857 they saw
the head of all the concerns in ihat Thannah empowered as an
Honorary Magistrate, 1t was My, Cockerell who, I well remember,
brought to notice the undue influence which Mr, —— —_ g Assistants
exercised in that Thannah consequent on the latter gentleman’s having
lad charge of its Police.

From A. R. Youxg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Ben
to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Divisi
the 2nd April 1860, )t

Six,

I am directed to acknowledge the

dated the 29th ultimo, enclosiug.a copy of the late Magistrate of
Nuddea, Mr. Drummond’s decision in the case of —

, and in reply to inforn you that, in the opinion of the Lieute-
nant-Governor, it is a clearly substantiated case of the class, known

to be so common, of kidnapping and lengthened false imprisonment
in different places.

It is much to be regretted that the
terest the offence was committed, has esc
1s impossible to suppose that the Ppriso
outrage on his own account,

gal,
on,—(No. 1446, dated

Acceipt of your letter No, 5,

principal party, in whose in.
aped all punishment. For it

Abstract Translation of a Petition SJrom Guryb
and other villages in Thannal,

dated 13¢h Pous 1266.1
State that an Indigo Planter of a F
factories situated in the petitioners’ villages

Mundle and others, of
s in Zillah ——

actory, having purchased
» 18 practising great op-
* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiii.,, pt. i,
" Bengal Govt, Records, xxxiii., pt. i
1 Bengal Govt, Records, xxxiij,, pt.

s Pp. 260,
» pp. 277.
i, pp. 299,

. . o7
Native Petitions against the Indigo System in 1859.

ain no redress from the Magis-
g:iflsli(::i}?:ritt]i]:s %i’oggxi:;zitl};:lg ,t}ij%,ol}))%i-? g? C{)szen;i]sl 1?{; tt]ifeplgﬁfﬁfs,dgs;
miss the complaints ins}ti)t NfZilitbi](/)rfgjs]ljim(ll lg(y)lmpl’uined against ltluin}? g:;
}i‘elir;;;lntfq()li‘glel()lo;l;::s;ollr Ioi"all their property, and compel them
angry, taxe abitations. ‘ BT bove facto-
1?”3‘3}‘6}1;};il}fehgurgexﬁi(?tfi?g:sﬁ; al?x(}l N('J:ILE:’:C::;,V a’?rle ogog;iastliy; z(r)nn;)xllz)i;
mes'flnve‘:I;.)ﬁfls;?xsxxﬁler. That the Bu'dmamesdzetjllilr?ﬁ(tl, in the
Ilﬂlli;dzx;' the property of the Ryots in open day=iig

—

Zillah — to

. e £ Thannah — .

Petition fﬁm fg‘lz lfcll}llgblﬁl;g;'smNANT-GOVERNOR of Bengal,—(dated
the Hon

20th January 1860.%

. N TH .
SPECTIULLY SHEWETH, itioners to obtain
RESPECTY ts on the part of your petitione 2 i T
That those attemp e {urther incensed the servants of th g

oe themselves and to make your
Jondern above mamed, who, t0 PHERS collected armed men and
Concern submit to their demands, have O ercont anl stire amd
petitioners ar about the viliages in order oty similarly ob-
near @ 1 a )
posted the[}lto the factories your petitioners a
carry away

noxious persons.

protection and redress hav

VDRI

ats in the Districts of Nuddea and Jessore,

Petition from the inhabltaPANT, Licutenant-Governor of Bengal.

to the Hon'sLe J. P. G

. HEWETH, )
Mos'r RESPECLFUL.LY > findine the cultivation of Indigo I)I?nt (‘{etg
itioners > have refuse
Té]tai)l}e’mil: }:i:tt]; ruinously unp;'oﬁtitbri(: ;zdtltlﬁgé folre the manufac-
unproftabic, to cultivate the plant, . ew t
i sontracts to cu vith a view to
enter 1nto c.on‘t,:‘;g(tms ways proceeded to oppress them v
turers have in variou such contracts. . trate of
force them o entert}ggilers having Petitmned} the t'}]otl:nihlzl; %11181:;; SOW
That your peil functionary told them that th e
i he latter lfunc into a compliance with his
Zillah Jessore, the rce them into a !
fndivo seed, and in or'der}f) L?/(L):;'lr Sfellow-villagers into confinement for
© ne o

"ty ’ ; contempt
orders, ordgred fozzli‘:,{ ?)Lretence that they had been guilty of 1
short periods, o '

y . isi t the factories
v the Joint Magistrate is a frequent visitor a
That the

— i rom there.
1 any of his orders _h'om ‘ )
of — and issues mﬁzg thus opportunitics to. (3pl(=1tatetﬁxé>?lr:t£§stscozf
' Thﬂ-thll‘- mnate in a marner prejudicial to
victions of the gist

1 itioners.
justice and prejudicml to your petition

ong i, pp- 00.
Bengal Govt. Records, xxxi1il., part T-, P 3

+ Ben .al Govt Records, xxxiii., part i, no, 90,
eng . 30
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Petition from of

) in the District of Moorshedabad,
to the Hon’sLe the LukuTexant Governor of Bengal,—(dated
Berhampore, 24th March 1860.)* '

MosT REsPecTrULLY SHEWETH,

That your Petitioner is the proprietor of a mehal called Turruff
~—— which has for few years been let inlease to Mr. owner
of the Indigo fuctory. Being desirous to let the above-mentioned mehal
in putnee on advantageous terms, a proclamation was given by your
Petitioner, inviting parties willing to take it to offer their terms. Two
parties, wiz,, the proprietor of the aforesaid factory and one Baboo

expressed their desire to take the mehal in put-
nee, but the jumma offered by the latter heing higher than that pro-
posed by the former, a settlement was made with the said Baboo, and
a conveyance in his name was drawn out on the 21st Maugh last. On
the 23rd idem when the people on the part of the putnee holder went
to that mehal to take possession of it, Liateewals, Surkeewallahs, and
other armed men of Mr. numbering about 409, headed by the
Naib aud other people of the factory, walked up to your Petitioner’s
house and surrounded it at about 9 o’clock A. M.  Your Petitioner
taking fright closed up all the avenues to his house, hurried upstairs,
and there together with his family and children shut up in a room.
Then the people outside began to cut open the doors to enter within,
aud though the people of the neighbourhood and the Policemen of the
adjacent Fandee were attracted to the spot by the noise and shouts
none had pluck to confront such a large body of armed men and to
come to the rescue of the beleaguered party. Not succeeding however
80 soon to cut open the doors, the people of the factory dashed down
a part of the cutcha wall surrounding the house by the force of ele-
phants, and made good their entry into the premises,

Then commenced a scene too revolting to humanity, and one
which your Petitioner cannot recall in his mind without a ehilly sen-
sation of horror. Zennanah mehal was entered into, women and
children dragged forth, their bodies stripped off of all ornaments, their
noses and ears torn and lacerated in the operation. All the truuks,
chests, recesses of the house were ransacked; the floors of all the
rooms excavated in search of hidden treasure, and property consisting
of gold, silver (both in specie and bullien) jewels, utensils, wearing
apparel, in fine, evervthing the house contained to the value of
(1,00,000) cne lac of Rupees was plundered; which, together with
your Pefitioner and another inmate of the house, by name ——
seized and bound by ropes, were carried to the factory of Mr.

There for ten days your Petitioner and the said were
confined, by the order of the Sahib, in separate places, under a guard
of about 10 Burkundauzes, during the day in the jungle, and in
godowns by night ; the food that was served to them was doled out so
sparingly, and after such long intervals, that the suffering they under-
went both mentally and physically exceeds all deseription.

of

* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiii,, part i., pp. 530.
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N. B.—The Planters have diligently represented this proclamation

as containing an intimation that the Ryots were at liberty to brealk
their contracts !—EprTor.)*

From A. R. Youwne, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

to the Commissioner of Nuddea,—(No, 926, dated the 14th
March, 1860.)t

Sig,

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you

lierewith a Notification which I am to request you will, as speedily as
possible, have very carefully translated into Bengalee, and distributed

extensively in those Districts of your Division in which misunder-

standing has oceurred, or s likely to occur, in connection with the
cultivation of Indigo.

Government Proclamation,
NOTIFICATION.

Tt appears from the reports of Liocal Officers, as well as from
complaints which have been preferred to the Lieutenant-Governor by
Tndigo Planters, that a misapprehension prevails in the minds of the
Ryots of sowme Distriets as to the views of Government in regard to
the cultivation of Indigo; and that in some places it has been falsely
represented, by designing persons, that the Government is desirous to
discourage the cultivation of Indigo; and even that the Police will
protect Ryots in the evasion of contracts entered into by them with
Indigo Planters. It is surprising that such foolish reports should have
obtained credence. Nevertheless it is proper that they should be au-
thoritatively contradicted. Wherefore it is hereby declared that al-
though it is always optional with Ryots to take advances and to enter
into contracts for Indigo, or not to do so, as they may think best for
their own interests, and in this matter they require no assistance
beyond that of the Liaw, which is equally fair to all parties, still if
they do-enter into such contracts lawfully, and of their vwn well, they
must expect to be required to fulfil them. 1If they dishonestly refuse

to act up to their engagements, they will be liable to the lawful con-
sequences of such misconduct.

ExTrACTs FROM THE Lisut. GOVERNOR'S MINUTE ON MAKING A
Pexar Contracr Law.t

If the Indigo Planting trade were in a wholesome and fair

state, and an equal Law were practically applicable to the rich

and to the poor in dealings between Planter and Ryot, it is certain

that the Ryot would be as much afraid of the manufacturer not

buying his plant, as clamorous for a special Law on his side, as the

* Bengal Govt. Records, xxxiii,, pt. il., pp- 354.
t Bengal Govt. Records, xx3iii, pt. ii., pp. 369,
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manufacturer is afraid that the Ryot will not cultivate and supply him
with enough of the plant, and clamorous for special Law on his side.
We sce that the present strusele on the part of the Ryots i3 to avoid
the cultivation of Indigo,  Ifram this it is eertain that Byots who culti-
vate Indigo are forced to do so by illegitimate coercion.  The same men
who fight for the privilege of culticating a field with Iice, for sale in
the open market, are now almost in rebellion in order to escape the
calamity of cultivating a fild with Iudigo for sale (if sale it can be
called) to the Planter,

There must be a thorough inquiry into the whole system. - There
would have been such an inguiry long ago, I believe, if people had not
been afraid of bringing on such a crisis as has now occurred. The
system was such that sooner or later a crisis was certain; it has now
come in the natural course of things, and there is no longer an excuse
for shirking the disclosure of the disease, and the application of the
remedy.

V.—THE LIDUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF BENGAL ON THE
CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED TO THE APPOQINT-
ING AN INDIGO COMMISSION.*

INDIGO DISTURRANCES,

The disputes connected with the Indigo Cultivation in Bengal
have long been a subject of anziety to the Goverument, In the year
1856 veports were called for from the several Divisional Commissioners
as to how the Indigo sowing scason of that year had passed of in respect
of such disputes ; but nothing of importance calling for the immediate
interference of the Governnent, or of the legislature, was then broucht
to notice. It was not tiil the commencement of 1859, a little before
the time when the present Lieutenant-Governor succeeded to the
Government, that the question began to press itself wunavoidably
upon the Government. In April of that year, a Planter in the

o District of Baraset complained of a general dis-
Disinelination o f the 5, ]ination among the ryots of his -
ryots o cultivate Indigoat- 1D C/INANION among the ryots of his concern to
tributed by the Planters in  cultivate Indigo. This feeling he attributed
phe ?{’.S"mcfe g‘ “}e “{’ﬁ‘ﬂiﬂd not to the unremunerative price paid for the
wstility of the local Ma- - .. ;
gistrage to thetr interests. Cl.'Ops, but t(.’ the conduct of the District Ma-
.gzstmte,_wluch he averred waa openly hostile
to the interests of Indigo Planting. On enquiry, owever, 1t appeared
The Magictrate’s conduct that the conduct of the Magistrate complained
¢ Magistrate's condue I o . .
found, on enqnivy. to have AZainst had been perfectly legal and impartial.
been legal and impartial. In cases of such disagreement, it is manifestly
, the duty of the Magistrate 20 leave the parties
to make their own bargains as their mutual interest may direct, and this
was what the Magistrate appeared to have done. At the desire of the

* Britieh India Adwinistration Report, 1850-60, vol. i., Bengal pp, 109113,
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late Lieutenant-Governor the Macistrate used his good offices to bring
the complaining Planter and the Ryots together, but no good seems to
have come of the attempt.
About the same time a difference of opinion arose hetween the
same Magistrate (the Ionorable Mr. A. Eden) and Mr. A. Grote, the
Commissioner of the Division, on the question of the general interfer-
ence of the Police in cases of disputes arising from Planters sowing or
attempting to sow the land of the Ryots with Indigo against their will,
on the plea of a contract. Anapplication had been made to the Magis-
trate by certain Ryots for protection against a Planter who they said,
was going forcibly to plough up their lands, and to sow them with indigo.
The Magistrate had ordered the Police to proceed to thespot, instructing
them, if the land appeared to be really the property of the ryots, not
to allow any one to interfere with it. Mr. Grote objected to this
order, on the ground, chiefly, that it imposed upon the Darogah undue
responsibility.  This difference of opinion was referved for the decision
of Government, as a general question, respecting the employment of
the Police. The Lieutenant-Governor gave it as his opinion, that
My, Eden’s principle stated above was a true exposition of the law as
it stood, according to which the Police were bound to protect persons
and property from unlawful violence, and to abstain {from entering into
disputes respecting alleged contract, which are only cognizable by the
Civil Courts. In the case in question no claim is made to the owner-
ship or possession of the land entered upon, which are confessedly the
ryots.
Y In the month of August the Lieutenant-Grovernor proceeded on
a tour by water through a part of the Bengal Districts. In the
course of this tour lie received petitions from numerous ryots of the
Nuddea District, complaining that in Indigo cases they did not obtain
due protection and redress from the Magistrate ; that Ryots obnoxious
to the factory were frequently kidnapped, and that other acts of great
violence were committed with impunity in open day. These complaints
met with the consideration their importance deserved. It appeared,
after due enquiry, that, on the whole, the petitioners had not always
received that redress from the law, and that practical protection from
the police to which they were entitled. Some of the cases, though
many months old, had not been disposed of, and one case, in which a
Ryot, after having been wounded inan affray in which the factory
people were the aggressors, was carried off from factory to factory, and
undoubtedly died in durance from the effect of his wounds, was most
weakly and improperly treated at the commencement. The local authori-
ties were admonished that sush remissness on their part. could not fail
to produce in the minds of the natives a suspicion of partiality. They
were directed vigorously to prosecute all pending cases, and to bring
them to such a termination as might satisfy the ends of justice,
As the year advanced complaints on both sides began to thicken.
Complaintsof the Plantors In Novemb_er 1859 an influential planter in the
agai metthe Ryots. an Nuddea District represented to Government
that a spirit of opposition to the factory was
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manifesting itself in the conduct and action of his ryots, and that to
encourage this opposition a rumour had been sedulously circulated that
the Government was opposed to indigo planting. On the other hand
numerous petitions were received [rom the ryots, complaining of eruel
_ oppressious practised upon them by the planters,
agggg;%}ﬁ:’;n‘l’{ef? ryots zm{; of the compuleory cultivation of la crop,
which they represented, not only as unprofitable,

but as entailing upon them a harassing, vexatious, and distasteful inter-

Jerence.

On the 10th of February 1860, a representation was submitted
by the Commissioner of Nuddea from another planter in the Nuddea
District, alleging that mischief had been done in the indigo factories
under his management, by the issue, from the Deputy Magistrate’s
Court at Kalarooah, in the District of Baraset, of a perwanunah, on
the subject of the interference of the Police in tudigo disputes. This
perwannah was said to be based on the correspondence of 1859, of
which mention has been made before. It appeared on enquiry that
although the publication of the perwannal by the Deputy Magistrate
was certainly not a discreet measure, there was no proof that it had
done any harm anywhere, whilst all circumstances of time and place
were against the supposition of its having had any influence in

Nuddea, where no one probably ever knew of jt.
To petitions from ryots complaining of indigo cultivation, the
The ryots were informed Licutenant-Governor’s reply was, that ryots
by Governwent that they who had contracted to cultivate indigo must
could not be forced to con- . . y . 2o .
tract to cultivate indigo; be expecled fo 6e‘ﬁ” ced to fu{ﬁl/ their oblzyat%ons ’
but no ryot was forced to contract to eultivate

Lut that those who had con- >
tracted must fuliil theivobli-  who did not choose to do so.

gations.

In March, when the Lieutenant-Governor returned to the

) Presidency from his tour in Behar, his atten-

Serions consequences an- . f d ) ) . p
ticipnted from the oconti. Hon was directed to reports regarding misun-
nued wide spread_indisposi-  derstandings between the planters and ryots,
which were represented as likely to lead to

tion on the part of the ryots
to cultivate indigo. . indi
serious consequences. A very general indis-

position on the part of the ryots to cultivate indigo during the ensuing
season had been manifested. The same subject was pressed upon the
attention of the Lieutenant-Governor by a deputation fromn the Indigo
Planters’ Association, who had an interview with him, and who laid
before himn a petition from their main body.
The Association represented the state of feeling manifested by the
The subject pressed upon IYOts, attributing it in part to a mistaken be-
{l;e:;ttgzgﬁg of Go;elnmtellll: Iref z;)s to ;he vxewafot' (?overufx[n‘]eut in regard
¥ ation frcm | to the cultivation of indigo. 0 protect their
Ludigo Planters’ Association. interest, thus endangered,a the Ass(iia.tion peti-
tioned for two things : first, that the Government would take steps
to remove the mistaken impression stated to exist amoungst the ryots;
secondly, that a special law should be enacted to make the breach of an
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. Nobifioation issued ¢ agreement to cultivate indigo punishable sum-
10N 1ssue o M ' m .

correct the erronems ideas  T22TILY by a Magistrate. To the first prayer

the Lieutenant-Governor at ouce acceded. A

a!l‘eged to have been enter- A
Zi’;‘“‘*d-bﬁ' the ryots as ko notification was issued, having for its object
¢ Wihes and policy of  the correction of any erroneous ideas as to the

‘Government, . .
wishes and policy of the Government, and
impressing upon ryots the necessity of fulfilling existing engage-

ments.
* The second prayer involved questions of a very serious nature.

On the one hand there was reason for believing that a great commer-
cial calamity was threatened by the feeling which had suddenly mani-
fested itself; on the other, there was the fact that laws and courts
already existed to redress any grievances proceeding from breach of
contract or other causes. After due consideration, the Liecutenant-
Governor came to the conclusion that a special law of limited appli-
cation as to time was called for. The danger was a great, a sudden,
and a pressing one. An exceptional evil required an exceptional
remedy. The regular procedure was inadequate to the occasion and
to the dangers springing from a combination amengy a mass of ryots.
In the interest of both parties it was desirable to ensure time for calm
consideration and mutual concessions, to enforce, by summary process,
for the approaching season, the fulfilment of lawful contracts duly
entered into, on which actual cash advances had been received, and
thereby to save from sudden ruin a great commercial interest. Acting
upon these considerations, the Lieutenant-Governor recommended to
the Legislature the passing of a law of the nature above referred to,
) which should extend to the current season only
Special law emacted for 5,4 which should be accompanied by a promise

th t season only, to g bt MR A
ko the b S o of full and thorough enquiry into past practice,

make the breach of%an agree- 'y ] (
ment te cultivate indige and thereafter of a well considered law, which

i’&“i.iht:::: summarily by 3 gholl afford practically, equal, and complete
glemte. protection fo the ryot, as well as to the planter.

Accordingly Act XI. of 1860 of the present year was passed.

In the meantime the excitement against the cultivation of indigo
had become so strong as to lead to acts of violence in some of the
Indigo Districts. The first disturbances occurred in the Aurungabad
Sub-Division, where the Ancoorah factory, belonging to Mr. D. An-
drews, and the factory at Bunnyagaon, belonging to Mr. Lyon, were
attacked by a mob of lattials and ryots. In the District of Maldah
the Buckrabad factory, also belonging to Mr. Andrews, was similar]
attacked and plundered. It appeared upon enquiry that the ryots in
this part of the country had been goaded into rising by the long conti-

The ryota in one part of nued oppressimgs and extortions of t'he factory
the country goadedinto ris- Servauts. While, therefore, the rioters, who
were concerned in the above disturbances, were

ing by the long continued
oppressions and extortions promptly pumshed, strmgent measures were

f the f . . !
o the factory secvants. ordered to be taken to bring to justice those

whose oppressive acts Iay at the root of this evil.
E
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In the Districts of Nuddea and Jessore, although the excitement
was as strong as anywhere else, no distur-

Encounter between the .
Military Policoand s body bances of a serious nature occurred. In the
of armed lattials who had District of Pubna, a Deputy Magistrate, with
?ffft?olﬁeff ti?] gf;ftthe cul- a small party of the military police was (partly
in consequence of his own injudicious conduct)
repulsed by a body of armed lattials, who had assembed to resist
the cultivation of indigo. On receipt of intelligence of the first
of these occurrences the Government at once acted with promptness
and vigor. Troops were rapidly collected in the Districts where the
excitement prevailed, and by a judicious display of force in suitable
Theryotsultimately over.  Places the ryots were overawed, and all ten-
awed by a judicious display dency to any violent out-break was suppressed,
of force, and the outbreak  The best available Magistrates were placed
supprosse over the Indigo Districts, and the staff of mas
gisterial Officers in those Districts was considerably strengthened, On
the passing of the new Indigo Act the Lieutenant-Governor issued cer-
tain instructions to the Local Magistrates, enjoining them carefully and
patiently to sift the evidence and to decide in the truestspirit of equity
all cases instituted under it. Subsequent results have proved that
these cautions were needed. Legal opinion on seversl doubtful points
connected with the practical operation of the law Wwas obtained, and
circulated for the information and guidance of all Officers engaged in
carrying it out. The number of suits under the Act in the Nuddes
District increased so largely towards the end of May, as to threaten to
stop all the regular m{l}gisterial and revenue work of the District.
N ] pon an application from the Commissioner,
emﬁg{%’“g:%ﬂ”&‘:f?} two Principal Sudder Ameens, with magiste-
cases under the new law. rial powers, were therefore specially deputed to
 Nuddea for the trial of the breach of contract

cases, the magisterial officers reverting to their own proper work, in-
cluding the trial of cases under the penal clauses of the Act.
W. 8. 8eton-Karr, Esq., C. 9., President. Meanwhile all p artxe; beﬁlg
R. Temple, Esq., 0.8., Hember. . . eager 1or ihe
Rev. J. Rale to represent the interests of A special Commis- proposed Com-
the ryots in the Committee. sion appointed to en- mission of En-
W. F. Fergusson, Esq., nominated by the QuireinteIndigo mat- .
tera. quiry, the gen-
tlemen named

Indigo Planters’ Association to represent the
interest of the body and

Baboo Chunder Mohun Chatterjee nomi- 3 . .
nated by the British Indian Association to ;‘n the hmatgln w.erg app ointed to
represent the landholders’ interest. orm the Commission.

VIL—EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE INDIGO
COMMISSIONERS IN 1860.* '

61. The fact remains of the greater number of ryots being in
balance and sometimes in heavy balances in all the large concerns of

* Indigo Commission Report, pp. 1. East Indigo Commission, House of Commons’

Returns, 4tk March, 1861,
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which we are qualified to speak, and of their having been so for years;
in other words, the fact of their having repeatedly grown plant without
profit, under a supervision which planters themselves avow to be requi-
site, and which the ryots declare to be vezatious stands out as a broad
and decisive one, from which it is possible to draw but one inference.

63. Some ryots may have been pacified, contented, and even
willing to sow, and several ryots even in the past years have cleared
their advances; but when we consider the small number of those who
have done this, and the large number of those who have nof, within
the limit of one of the largest and best managed concerns, the Bengal
Indigo Company, the huge amount of bad balances of a long series of
years, pronounced irrecoverable, as well as the frank admission of
planters, that most of their ryots are on the wrong side of the books;
we can have no doubt thas the question of direct pryfit to the ryots as.
a body, is no longer matter for serious discussion.

64. As far as our inquiries have enabled us to discover positive
facts, we have heard of but two dispensaries, that at Mulnath, and that
at Salgurmudia, and a few vernacular schools; and we can of course
readily understand that every Kuropean, remote from medical aid in
the interior, keeps by him a supply of medicines, not enly for himself
or family, but for the use of such of the neighbouring population as
may apply to him in cases of sickness.

88. Then as to the durning of bazaars and houses, we have a
clear admission from a gentleman whose character entitles him to great
respect ( A. 670) that he “* has known of such acts,” but no well proved
instance of this sort has been brought to our notice in any oral evi-
dence. In one or two instances mentioned to us, when a fire took
place, it was a matter of doubt whether its origin was not accidental,
and we cannot therefore but acquit the planters, as a body, of any
practice of the sort, though we do not mean to say that cases of arson
do not occur in lower Bengal, in consequence of Indigo disputes.

90. The demolition of houses, either with the direct or indirect
order of the planter, does occasionally, we fear, occur; and it is quite
certain that four respectable gantidars* of the village of —————had
complained, three of the destruction of their property, and all four of
their valuable ganti tenures having been taken from them; nor did the
manager deny that those tenures were no longer enjoyed by their
rightful owners. _

94, Of serious charges, those of kidrapping men, carrying off
cattle and rooting up gardens and other offences; these practices being
said to be habitual whenever ryots disobey orders issued from the
factory. Here, we regret ‘to say, the cases brought to our notice are so
numerous and so well authenticated as to mahe us apprehend that the
practice of imprisoning individuals in the factory or its out-houses is of
common occurrence. As regards the seizure of cattle, the cases are not
80 numerous, but Mr. speaks of it as a “general custom,” and

he was, no doubt, speaking from facts within his own knowledge.
*

* Peagant Iroprietora.
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the Government of Bengal; and to the recent kidnapping of a boy
named , reported in the letter of the Commissioner of the 3rd

of July last, wherein it i8 shown that this offence had been compro-

mised by the Deputy Magistrate in opposition to the orders of the
Magistrate of —

97. Of all cases in this country, those of kidnapping are the most
difficult of discovery and proof, and those in which conviction rarely
follows. But in some of the above instances the ends of justice bave
been actually attained. In one, there was a positive failyre of justice,
even when the facts were shown and the means for redress were avail-
able. We allude to the case of , and though it is some
satisfaction to us to find that the Head of the concern was absent in
England during the time of the nan’s confinement, and is therefore
blameless in the matter, yet looking at the whole facts, we must record
our opinion that one such case of violent and unlawful confinement
spreads alarm throughout the whole neighbourhood, reflects discredit,
by its results, on the administration of justice, and lowers the estima-~
tion in which, for legality and fair dealing the Kuropean character

ought to be held. )
98. That a man of the respectability of one of
to whom, as a body, so much of the improve-

those small proprietors
ity of the country is owing, should be sub-

ment in the actual prosperi )
jected to the mere in ignity of confinement for three days,is also a

fact which speaks for itself.

99. Nor did this man tell his story
phasis. Being of good family, and having an hereditary and inalienable
lease, liable to no enhancement, he merely objected to have his rent raised,
and confinement was the natural consequence of lis refusal.

100. Indeed, this practice of confining recusant or obstructive
parties in the interior of the country, is so commor a8 to be spoken of
Without the least reserve. A most respectable witness in answer to a
question put as to what would be done, suppesing 2 silk conmtractor
were to refuse to take advances, replies “ we should have demanded
Instant payment of his balarices, or we should doubtless have confined

the man in one of the godowns if there was no possibility of getting

speedy justice.”
104. For this pract
sometimes in a wounded

with any exaggeration or em-

taking them,

ice of carrying off individuals, and
in order to

condition, from place to place,
elude research and detection, we can make no extenuation.

105. On the contrary, we deem it our duty to mark it with our
deliberate reproval as alien to the British character ; and while we ear-
nestly call on all unofficial Englishmen henceforth to discountenance it
by precept, authority, and by the dismissal from their service of any of
their subordinates, Jiuropean or native, who resorf to the same, we
also think that no means ought  to be Jeft untried on the part of the

authorities to check and eradicate a practice which must, more than
any other species of i_llegality, tenfi to make the ryot chary .qf com=
plaining, hopeless of redress, and inclined to cherish the belief that
Europeans are placed above the law.



38 Report of the Indigo Commissioners in 1860;
117. The style of order whj

. ¢h is held to be unfavorable to the plan-
ters, and which they object to a

8 showing a regard for the protection

s Magistrate of Baraset. The orders W8
allude to are the following : « Sinee the ryots can sow on their lands
whatever crop they like, no one can without their consent and by
violence sow any ot her cr

op; ordered therefore, that the original
petition be sent to the Depn

ty Magistrate of —— in order that. he
may send policemen to the r

that are likely to ensue fro
lands, and instruct them that, if the land is reall

not to allow any one tointerfere with it. If the ryots wisk to sour
tudigo or anything eise, the policemen will see that there is no disturbance.

119.  Sofar from the charge of discount i
planters being true, we believe the facts to be that Magistrates have
not been sufficiently alive to the pesition of the ryots, and have not
accorded to them a due share of protection and support. It is not too
much to say, that had all Magistrates held the scales in even balance, &
cultivation of the character which we have clearly shown indigo to be
would not have gone on for such g length of time.” The real truth we
take to be that, if anything, the bias of the English Magistrate has
been unconsciously towards his countrymen, whom he has ashed o his
own table, or met in the hunting fleld, or whose houses ke has personally
visited. In any case, the supporters of a system which, with such
defects, has been allowed to €0 on so long under the eyes of the
authorities, have hardly a right to complain of unfair treatment,

123, From the foregoing remarks, as well as from our study of
the relations between ryot and planter, we have come to tire deliberate
conclusion that the late extensive refusal to sow, manifested by ryots
in Nuddea and in other districts, might have been manifested at any:
time, on any opportunity, There was every element ripe and ready
for such an outburst of popular feeling. The cultivation was virtuall
compulsory, in that no ryot conld get free., The ryots, denied the
opportunity of benefitting to the fullest extent by the generally
ncreasing prosperity, suddenly discover that ideas spread abroad, that
Government had a direct interest in the manufacture of Indigo, are
unfounded ; that it ig quite optional with any man to take advances or
to refuse them; that they are free agents; that no more force is to be
used ; and that in thege respects the Grovernment had decided to give
them fair support. We must not be surprised if they proceed at once
to act upon this discovery; nor is there anything to be wondered at
if in their anxiety to complete their social freedom, they should some-
times have extracted that part of the orders and notifications which
best suited their purpose, or sometimes wilfully misapprehended and
misinterpreted their intent altogether, or even if they have exhibited

a spirit of resistance, a determination, and s power to act together,
in contrast to their

l previous condition of apathy and inability to help
themselves.

y that of the ryots,
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made for stl’, 13 :ay of loans on the .

i d in the way he transactions between
money, is advance he real nature of the e ene-
for this we hold t‘f bfi fve are not aware of dealers co?[;l}z:;i 8 & et
mebnjun a;:d lc‘ljo}t(’)::sty of the contra];:t}ngfpartl:s, ?) n the co;trary,
rally of the die cted in their favour. boo Joy~

i hould be ena Hill, Mr. Eden, Baboo Joy

some special law 8 Mr. Morrell, Mr. S. Hill, ) iven
i r. Morrell, tioned facts or giv

several witnesses, d Mr. A. Forbes, have men e

i j e ts and other class
kizsen Mookerjee, 25 fair dealing on the part of ryo L1

i air ceaung inference which we

evidence which prove fitable to them, One infe ) o

1 1 tters pro . d the raising of Jute, a

es of patives 1n Ma le of hides an g Iv these
is is, that the sale ties who supply thes

draw from this 1s, ofitable to the par v ) ”

i i P i suits the ryo

ordinary rxcs crog): ’thirirtﬁnary mahajani dealmtgi’heltyear when the
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: igsi of Churamankatty,
n, Baptist Missionary, 0.
Reverend ({a{ileg?x{fr:gd examined on oath, 29th May,
Jessore,

. 4 d as follows :— . just and cruel

W“n}eysi};l ipdoi:tericts, the ryots evzgwhzfeviﬁgg’ep? favzfoti)}lsirzz{i the nll‘im of

n the Nuaae jected. on g e from the op-
treat{nent to which thi}f ﬁr}?avs:bgggn abandoned by die ry;) tv:i:g :S(r::x}:nber of people
o or thres ?.Off:; ;‘Va&csuﬁ‘ered. In an&therﬁt{)‘iﬁf frozefnctory to facto;yb’ in ordz:

ion whicl ized and sen 1 . heir labour.
Evlixe:s:;omplained that theza\ﬁt:erea:fi'zihat they received n:éh;:gbefaotr ﬁtze indigo for two
to beat the plant in th(l:d b ;he ryots that they were f'orcﬁon of two rupees each. I
another place I was to ey sent “away with a remunera o the oppression of the
or three months, fmd werviﬂti"es, it was said, - Save ?;ccawion 1 was on a visit to a
remember that in tWO beco;’n o Christians.” On' Onsd wl;ile there, & ryot of the
planters and then we may the banks of the —— @ to do what he could to
gentleman, residing on d entreated the gem.lem;:ne’1 plundered, and  that ke
village of come tuxl‘t;ed that his house had oeid by the planter’s people.
render him help, He m;‘?een away from their h"mgs———- who had become a8 con-
3nd b b’“'é"m"“in‘%ﬁl that & Christian name
He happene m ?

i fsei ‘ f Com-
Report, pp- 77 East Indis Indigo Commission, House 0
izo Commission Report, pp- /
m:m}'n%‘e%;%m, 4th March, 1861, pp. 4 .
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vert to Christianit i

baptized by Mx, —X:l I;SZ?C{};G e

(ciluldren had been forced to le
own by the agents of the

), .

plainb(l)(f)'u;egggg}:“-“gl of M_r, and who had beet

ave their a‘}.mdQ' h]a-t this man and his family of seve?
» Which on being deserted, was broke?

short tim : planter, as Mr. —
e before. I proceeded to the S;mt . L‘g{‘iplueft th.cl Jessore dititril‘CtnA
py with an o

that the state
5 meat made t
able gantidar* 1 fome was corvec v
i ; 8 ¥ e ct, T .
e g ity Rl o s i e g,
kutcha houses were si rounded by high ged to the ganti. He
ere . " . uch ; . )

stood : the whole ;ﬁ‘g:ated’ outside this calt twg Wdllls{ within which two or thre?
locality, but scarcely was a perfect ruin. I spok golas or barns and a stable b8

» ce Iy\‘my one ventured to r poke to one or two individuals in te

spoke to me whil . . eply ¢
destroyed the m" vas standing on the ruh‘x) )i,m()l‘"&e' A remark of one man ¥
property. About the same time plied, that the planter’s ngents

b4

my notice ; their evi

id : o ¢
uot been on the spot b?:;ctc} hdq recently been tukenas{’] of t'he‘ — came unde;
together with the fhct th’e circumstances that [ hay y this Commission. I.h“.ve
torious for many miles at the injustice committed ‘;' witnessed in another villsg
with the -concerl;nomi‘d’ convinee me of the trutho ;he gantidors 1_101'l
hearsay, T desire to meniimil a&ddlmm ta cases of o reo the case. In connectt?
residing on the property at case of injustice pract[g) dsuo“v which I knov(of: y
ago; the facts are brie};i & tgched to the — concee upon a family of Christis?
gola was plundered and so{n : f’se i—About 150 head (1;? i it oceurred several ﬂf eli
off, I.n addition to the afor e rice then standing on the f {:‘?ttle were carried 0%
Is attributable to many Otfmentmned canses the un Ole1 was cut down and, tak}’fz
ryots have been working f‘o-ler causes. Un some ingi ?u arity of indigo cumvaﬂof
subject, T have made pacti ! ln series of years on a sin lg,o estates a large num :h(i)s
statement is correct, so t;;lar enquiries and have bge advance, In-regard t0 '
at all remunerative. | at in fact the labor of ¢},ee;'; generally assured thet t:‘;y

In the ca: , orer peasuntry is $care
o, o i o the gantda o sl proprict, e
matter was referred tgm&lamts were made on l‘t, o t_o whom I have refer-
Magistrate; but the com 1e- ,MOfussil Manager of WO occasions. In one case, th
as they considered the genrila“""g.pa“:‘es thought it? {\e being then an Honor#

Bave no reason to thie]l(nem implicated in the cn:u l:}fss to pursue the comp
authorities, nor by the Pt(l)l' the planter is unlawf'ulle dro“gh his own servants. il
properly recorded by cither, e, but T 4o not think that sy, 20 M€ o
of cow};al:eeix?:al:élpggni“m cows and goats iat the wrongs of the 4%

° $ long as they give milk

Reverend Charl

. - s Hgnry Bl

sionary Soci Blumhardt, Migs; .
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member that from the first ¢

villages constant ¢ Urst time of my gryi this I can of I re

k ¢ ant com rrival at give severs, f3.

time I did not take soplll?:xxzf were made to me Ii';‘}’,“ﬁgur, when goin pl::d into the

of the natives to complain.nﬁtme of it, because I :ﬁnst Infﬁgo cult r-%n At d!“t

;o me of oppression and of }? Wever, sometimes p, ought it was |na i,ropens‘"

fecmse it did not pay them t ‘e} impossibility of pr?)l‘e serious comf§®R7, . were waid

Or Many months they had ‘not ‘f‘zy ‘?ften the fuct"ryzii%l:,:gt SWxth ) digo clﬂtivﬁgz
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I will just ment;
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relation of his, a My
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was locked up in his own house, and by his own factory servants; they watched the
bouse from vutside, armed, and ready to kill him, and threatening to do so if he did
not pay their wages in a day or two, The factory servants were nwmerous ; Mr.
was kept as a prisoner iu his house for two days. On one of these days, however, he
managed to thrust a nete throuzh the door for one of liy servants to take to the
Magistrate of Kishnaghur, asking him for immedinte aid. The Magistrate sent a large
number of hurkundazes for his relict, and they happened to arrive there at a bhappy
moment when most of the factory servants had gone to eat their food.  On the arrival
of the burkundazes, Mr. was delivered, and the servants ran away. My,
told me this himself at my own table a day or twa after his release, and added as the
cause of this that the men had not Dbeen paid for two years; this delay of the payment
may have been caused by a confusion in the accounts at the time of Mr. s

death.
What form did the complaints you allude to, take some years ago,

and what form lave they taken lately ?

The form of complaints then were much the same as now ; the ryots complained
that their carfs and hullocks were taken away, and little or no remuneration given for
They also said, that the Indigo creps did not pay thew, aud further that the
45 were handed down from Sfather to son for generations. T remem-
tehi; a head man of the villpge sowed

This man often complained to me, bus I did not much listen to his
he died about nine years &0, ‘and his Indigo liabilities have been trans-
wing up to the last year. 1 may mention also
igatchi, when the bearer of the Chapel, the
that he could not remain any

theur.
debts of thewr porci
her one of the bearers of the Chapel of Buhirga
some Indigo.
complaints 3
ferred to his children; they have been so0
of another instance in & yillaze cailed Pip!

head man of the village, continually complained to me

longer in the village. .
®The planters have unfortunately not gone along with the times in raising the

wages of labour and the price of the Indigo plant, and therefore the cup of the
¢ is at last full and now runs over. 1 believe also, that the insur-

patience of the Tyot .
rection in the Soutkal districts has greatly encouraged the natives of Bengal to come
Sorward with their complaints, asking for the same rights which the Sonthals have

obtuined, It is also very probable that the late mutiny has inspired the ryols with some

energy which till now was latent.
Do you think that a ryot can contend fairly with a planter for his

just rights in the Foujdarry Court or in any other Court?

Never, never ; it is o hopelees case, because the planter has his mookhtar (A.tmey)
in the Court. The ryot has not the means of employing a mookhtar to plead his cdbse.
At the same time it must be remembered how difficult it 1s for a ryot to bring any case
into Court. Hehas first of all to pay for a stamp paper, then to get the petition
written out, for which he has to pay s he has, hesides, to dep«:sxt six or seven rupees
for the witnesses, and if he does not bribe all the amlas in the Court over to his side,

¢ his obtaining satisfaction, But suppose, that by some extrior=

there is no chance O f : :
dinary chance he gains the case, the man is marked and cannot remawt any longer in
: g
] bocause he witl be persecute(l by the planter.

the village,
The Missionaries must have had good opportunities of judging of
the weneral condition of the plauters, and of knowing if they habitu-

ally behived oppres:sively to the people, and have they done so?

) . e o k for mysel{ it
Yes. I believe they had opportunities ; but 1 can now only sped b !
this ca:o’ and I can only 3% that T have not shrunk back oceasionally to pomt, out to
sume ph;mtcrs the unfairness of the system on which they cultivate indizo, whick,

though generally admitted was put aside by them, wsler the plea that it would not
otkm:nise PAY $ and on some occasions alge, when ryats compl:.nnnd to me ahout minor
o preggi{mg, T went straight to the planter himself and told Bim a1l about it, because
I thought openuess and straightforwarduess was the best course for mé to pursue.

(=] .

Can you state any

concerns or factories in which schools or dis-
pensaries are established for the benefit of the surrounding population ?

w
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1 know that Mr. Forlong had, some years ago, established a school and hospital
at Mulnath to general satisfaction, but 7 do not know of uny other instance,

When you stated that you have had to remonstrate with the plan-
ters regarding the existing System, were such occasions frequent or
otherwise ?

They were by no means u
‘or at the planter's place,

Have you been acquainted w
ly and considerately to their ryots ?

ncommon and took place generally either at my house
ith planters who have behaved just-

Yes, I know planters who, to the best of their ability under existing circum-
stances and with a bad system, try to behave kindly to the ryots. 'There are some
planters for whom I entertain sincere respect,

Have such

(ave, Planters been able to keep their indigo ryots tolerably
contented ? :

I am sorry to smy that they have not met with better success than the rest,
However kind and considerate g

planter may be, he cannot lift the ryot out of the
mire in which ke is swamped,

Do you think that the Police could have ha

) ] ) ) d any motive or
interest in fomenting this agitation ?

I cannot see what motive they
the planters, especiall
planters.

Do
tation ?

could bave had in jnst;

gating the ryots ngainst
y as the Darogas are generally kep

t on good terms with the

you think the zemindar have in any way fomented this agi-

Although T know that the zemindars are ofte

n at logoerheads with the planters,
yet I do not think that on this occasion they have ed P ’

fomented this disturbance,

From what you know of what is called the contract between the
planter and the ryot, would you say that every ryot who endeavours
to free himself from it, is necessarily dishonest ?

By no means dishonest ; on the contrary, it is amazing that the ryots have till now

been so patient. A planter told me only the other da , that he knew the ryot wag
fooser on each beegah of land of about eleve ) g y

hb d o 1 or twelve annas by his own calculation,
If this be g0, it is only astonishing that any

his ¢ Tyot remains connected with the indigo
cultivation. .

But under the circumstances }s not the r
from the fact of an unfulfilled contract much the
and is this morally justifiable ? :

T cannof consider that \what is called a contract, or what the planter atteinpts to
prove from his bOOks- a3 & contract, is in reality a contract. A contract ought to be
renewed after & certain period and last only for a definite number of years, but in the
present case this not so.

From what you have seen of

forcement of the fulﬁln_lent of contracts, do you think that if that law
were made permanent, it would work beneficially to the ryot?

No, it would not, and indeed the law coyld not be permanently enforced, The
ryats would rathér die in juil than souw indigo,

yot’s freeing himself

same as breaking it,

the new summary law for the en-.

[ mission in 1860, 43
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1881 h Missionary Society, call-
3 &, Missionary, Churc y Y
Reverend C. Bomwet:c i’n, P my . od on oath.*

. ‘ence
Will vou state to the Commission the nature of your experienc
1 yO
in Kishoagur ? . N
to Solo and lived wi
1 was sent from Burdwan
" litlt(le fl'n orﬂhﬁ%’l}éQJ‘)e::}t:sag:;d vs’ince Mr. Lincke was ;ix:m;z((ll tzfﬁgﬂ:}i}g&fé
Mr. Lincke for abuat: . ived there for about seven years, anc s
ilived a}met i:lxﬁgﬁeg]esl;mt%p‘(l)::dwhere I have been for a little more than 5 year
urope, I retur:

H ou been in the habit of holding conversations with
ave y .

R i istial but with other

’ in the habit of conversing not _only vgthwcllzzls;llaél ryots,
tIoﬁnmalllnsubjects, and with all classes if \ they dra

ryots

i i ately on
ou been in the habit of co‘nyersmg.uwn‘})lu rztc;ttse l;(fggrex-
the sﬁ}};’:tyof Indigo cultivation ; and if so, will y

H P . 9.
4 n the SUbJect : . bitterness, Wth’ is grow-
perience 0 i intense grief and of bitte h, Wil faeling
T wnd e, every Gy naver perceived any_biar lding
M Te H ' New . .
g ,UP;’:hzhgz;::nme"t until ”fte;‘ the p : SSI;%OO;; tbce;ul';e I went over oneldmorntﬁg;
oaIns - mn to . :h
table Brahm , Assistants, and he told me,
There was a respectable lace of mine and my Assi ¥ ; hs of
. . ching place ble bad ploughed up eight beega
which was a regular preaching b factory-people had ploug ; ke an ad-
o nlight, the 's object was o get him to take an
the night before by moo it; the planter's objec " the village was
P digo upon 1t A " being the head man of the villag
his rice and sown Indig deration of being three -
the consider d had only to sow
vance. He, however, Onh the mediation of the dewan, an d, the ryot
. e media ; hole year round, the ry
afterwards let off through the meciat almost during the w : d from
tion is ruinous; jug and clearing the groun
beegahs. The cultiva tion to ploughing and ing it to the
is obli he closest attentiol ine the indigo, and carrying
is obliged to pay t ! eeding, cutting 50 s to serve the
ing clods, sowing, weeding, Jer pretence of cart-advanc
grass, crushing ¢lods, § obliged under p ¢ that they cannot
fncto:'y; a‘nld man)("r O:ngxl‘:néai: duribng the whole Cu;t,l-n(ﬁ'-slzzout,hzoryozt is og,liged to
factory with one ice fields. Almost every ye ime to weed, or, if 8 man
their own rice s ich he has not time to ) Ofy .
;let:sgdhit: rice half spoilt by the]un"};lfi'e;h(;g money in weeding expences : all this

o indi ivati from all his
mfu ropert ’uhe ha:nat.{:)e ehilxjgngi:like and even hute_ 11:;(1;;;:)0 ilﬂug;c?x; rom all b
Y cides thi hen the ryot brings his own mdig h ated
heart : besides this, w d

. 1 of it by the fuctory. le Hindoos of —
outof a great deut of f.‘/ Christians snd the most re¥ pec:a})deme with great grief
One evening, some ot Ty ted the land for the Mission, to s in their
from some of whom we rep: disarace or beating, for the first time
1] « € =

to take
that they had suffered apaman, t d been there, and wanted them

Y ‘ Y : ir hands,
; ves. e h o fl‘;s::d ; thl they would not tuke the money into their
advances, which they re . W

) up, he applied his

d when they were reluctant to pick bt;z_e an;;;e-:akep ,advarfc,:s; this
he threw it down, an wzhem In the end they were © tgfI? was under the necessi-
riding whip to some of ars. ago. On another occaswl;; Jages. because for several
occurred about muel&’e istrate to send me some bur unﬁbouf: my village, and as
ty of begging of the :fn by my people to be hovermsgent O & message that they
evenings latitals were Sr lattials, whichever they were, to be afraid, especially as
those factory servants o powder (tamaku,) I had reason n the roadside quite unpro-
would grind me to tobace ipn a school-room, which wasf 0 thelr threatening me were,
at the time [ used to hl‘;'e lattials myself. The reasons grck some rupees of advances
tected; I did not see b etured to mahe the planter take aho at the time had neither
beeause at the time I ven two poor Christians of mine, ;;ue factory was quite suffici-
that had boen j:):lud :r{)gnbecause my very presence mear ¢
ploughs nor cattle ;
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who bad investiguted the case on the spot, tellivg bim, “here at lust is
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ent fo check oppression. Two burkundazes remiined with me about a i'urtnig’?t, but
no lattials were apprehended, ‘

Reeently @ man came to me and told e that his howse was burnt down in the
night, because he would not sow indigo; this man lived within the Ruttonpore concern.
For some years wany persons have compluined of their houses being burat down,
There was one case in — or The people stateid to me that some
houses ar one howse (L forget which) had besn burnt duwng brevuse ihe people
were reluctant to sow indigo, and in order to oblige the ze&mu' of the place,
by harassing his people, to give up his village to the planter, [n this ease an inves=
tigation was made by the Magisirate, and both parties were punished.

Did you ever see a village in which houses were knocked down,
and {rom which rvots had deserted? ‘

On one of my tours, I saw a village with only o few houses left; the remaining
people told ne that the village was so deserted on nceount of the indigo oppression.

‘F'wo wen (father and son) while endeavouring to rescue their cows that were
being tuken awny, were beaten, and one very severely, on account of which it was
thonght necessary at once to vemove him antil his wounds weve healed.  They were
taken to the factory, and from thence suceessively ewrried about from
Suetory (o fuctory, always’or mostly by night, for about free months. The brother
of the mugg who was so severely beaten, and the son of the old man complained to
the DaroZa and Magistrate ; the case way investizated both by the Daroga and by
the Depury Magistrate.  ‘Lhe Deputy Magistrate found on the spot the marks of
Blool, which the young man had Jost, and reported the matter correctly, nnd at the
same thne reported also that w cownler-conplnint by the planter or his people was
an entively fulse one. The case was put off because the ckief culprit would not
make his appearance before the Court, and as the man despaived of the case, he
in onder to get his father and brother back, prowised at last to compromise the
maiter; this was done with the Deputy Magistrate’s consent, The two men, after
having been relensed, found that the brother and son bad put in a ruzinema,” but the
vounz prisoner himselt” was not willing to compromise, as he had heen suffering and
ot his brother,  The man was again  taken by stealth to the ~ fuctory, to make
hém give in a compromise ; he then ot ten yupees and was told that both of them,
he and liy father, must at once go with the plunter to Kishnagwr, unid say before the
Magisirate, that they hud only been bmpréisoned in one factory wud had been treated
very hindly. zetting plenty of food, and that they had no longer wng complaint to
malke,  The man saw this would not do, for he knew the case had got into the papets,
and he bad been to Me. Lincke and told him all.  Then afterwards the men, under
the pretence of having no cloths with thew, hepged to be permitted to go home for
that eveaing and promised to return the following day, and in order to deceive the
planter, they took the ten vupees that he had offtred to them and then they went
home, and that very nizht, [ believe, the young man fled away, first to Mr, Kricke-
berg &0 Chupra, who sent him disguised as a woman to me at Sautipore ou a cart, I
immediately took the man and went vight ap to the Deputy Magistrate of ~—
" and
pointed out the wonnds of which he had seen the blood on the spot. No sooner did
the Depaty Magistrate see the man, than tears came into his eyes; he asked ofter the
old womn, his mother, who bad buplored him 8o earnestly to get her son and her
husband bk to her; but when he was told that the old woman was dead, and that
her death was attributed to groas grict, as she fancied her husband and son were
dead, the Deputy Magistrate expressed his wreat sovvow; but at the same time toll’
me that ke c(:ulgxnnt undertake to do anythivg in the matter, but that 1 should go to
the M“g‘ﬂtl‘f\te onfehalf of the man. 1 did so, but the Magistrate s, * you must
not come with the pyan to me, as there is a bad fecling between the Plunters and the
Missionavics.” " ‘Pheq bimself put in & complaint on his own part and that of
Lis father.

I was determineq 3,
take advice and to brjgy @
of the mutinies, the o
several other Ilindoos
refused, as I counld not gy,

p

ave the case looked into, and went down to Cualeutis to

-

v was dropped. At the time I took up the man's casc,
word to me to assist them in their cases, but Lof course
owith propricty. :

55

! withdrawing the complaint.

vp befbre the superior authorities, but that being the time.
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Do you know of any other instance of kidnapping ? —

There was a yonng man near (I believe it is the very man whose
hotse was burned or plundered) who along with bis father, had been taken away and
carried about {or about three months from one fuctory to another as prisonevs. They
could not enmplain at all, as the village had been taken possession of by the planter
and they feared the consequences; so nothing was done.

If we took up every case that is brought to our notice, we shounld all day be
writing to the Magistrates or planters.

With regard to outrages on women, the brother of a man, whose wife bad been
taken away from a ghaut, came and told me of an incident; the man's story ran
thus: Two young women were fetching water at a ghaut and were taken away by
the servants of a planter. After finding out which was the woman that they wanted

" (who is suid by the people to be one of the greatest beauties in Kishnagur), they let

the other one go on her way, and the one, who was the beauty, was carrted to the
factory. The Daroga was at once brought by her relations, but he went away without
doing any thing. Afterwards, [ believe, they petitioned a Deputy Magistrate near
#he place, who some how or ather got rid of it.

Do you know of any other case of oppression, besides those you
have mentioned already ?

L]

I know of some more imprisonments that have taken place during the last year;
some people of Govindpore and of a neighbouring village, who had been for months
imprisoned. Oue party, I believe, six in number, were caught at night ; whilst beiag
earried from one factory to another they were observed by the Government pustman,
who, I was told, on seeing them shouted out, asking who they were; (becanse they
carried sacking on their heads, which looked very much as if they were going to steal
rice). No sooner did the lattiels who had accompanied them hear aud see the Go-
vernment postman than they ran away, and the men went home or were taken by the
postinan to Kishoagur, (I forget which) but at any rate they were presented to the
Magistrate.

I know the case of a garden which was cut down in this wise. One evening when
T was sitting at dinner with Mr. and Mrs, Lincke, a great noise was heard, and some
of the Christians came rugning ami told us that the plauter had come and ordered a
plaintain garden to be cut down in order to use the land for his indico.  Mrs. Lincke
and wyself dil not think it advisuble that we should interfere, but Mr. Lincke did o
ont and tried to prevent them from cutting down the garden, but without suceess. I
saw the garden atter it was cut down,

On the whole, do you consider, that cases of idnapping or con-
fining among the ryots or others, are rare or frequent, 1 mcan within
your knowledge and experience ?

I must say, that such is a standing rule, and indeed almost an every day occurrence.

Have you known of a concern i which this practice did not
prevail ?

There may be such concerns; T do not know of any factory or concern, within
my range of experience, of which 1 could say, that the practice does not exist at all,

Can you say, whether this practice prevails more in some facto-
ries, and less in others?

Yes, it does so, more in some factories and less in others ; there is a difference
between planters,

Do you know of any planter who does not practice oppression ?

Yes, I do, almost my nearest neighbour; T mean the gentleman who manages
the Culna factory, whose uame I just now forget. | have never seen him, but never
have T heard any complaint agaivst him ; on the contrary, Lhave on several occasions
heard him well spokeu of,
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Do you not consider that a planter who treated his ryots well
would be better served, and would thereby be a gainer ?

1 do think so; but I do not mean to say, that a planter who does not oppress will
soon get rich, because if ke does not oppress «t all the work won't pay.

Is it then your deliberate opinion, that under the past system,
no Indigo Planter could get on without practising oppression ?

Decidedly so; if the planter wishes to get as much indigo as he makes up his
mind for, he must oppress, except he has all nyj cultivation,

Has the planter generally much influence over the Police, or are
Police afraid of the planter ? .

Both ; the planter has much influence over the Police, and the Police are sore

afruid of the planter. I have known several Darogas, who were justly inclined, but
* who did wrong through feur of the planters.

Why should the Daroga be afraid of the planter ?

.
Because the planter may make ill reports of kim to the Magistraie, and he may
be dismissed,

Rev. G. G. Cuthbert, Secretary to the Church Missionar
. : Calcutta, called in, aud examined on oath.*

Did you not, some years ago, take part in a discussion on the
cultivation, and, if so, state what led you to do so ?

Yes, in the year 1856 ; what immediately led to the discussion at that time
was a viclent and abusive attack by a certain planter upon me and others, for state-
ments, incorrectly reported to have been made at a Missionary Conference in Cul-
cutta ; but previous to that time I had felt compelled by a conseientious Seeling of
desire of duty to help people in distress, to take an interest in the subject. T may
mention here that in my annual visits to the Kishnaghur district, as [ stopped at the
various Mission stations, the ryots, chietly Christians, hearing theve was a Sakid from
Calcutta there, used to come and state their grievances arising from indigo. This was
done from year to year, and | was IMPLORED RY THE PROPLE to try and do something
fov their relief. I told them again and again that L had no power to help them, but
they did not seem disposed 1o believe it. My Missionary friends also urged me to
do something either with influcnticl parties beve, or through the press. Thus partly

constrained by my own feelings, und partly by the urgent entreaties of both these
parties. I was anxious to do something if possible.

y Society,

In 1856 was there any excitement among the ryots, similar to -

that which now prevails ?
Not by any means sp great.
Was there the same discontent ?
Yes, much the same, but it was not so plainly manifested by open aets.

When you first became acquainted with the country in 1846 was
there the sume feeling ?

Yes, 1 believe there was a feeling of hatred to the cultivation of indigo.

Then the feeling has always been the same since you were firat
acquainted with the country ?

U think it bas been always much the same; but it appears to be more intense
now, because it has been exhibited by open demonstrations.

* Beogal Indige Commission Report, pp. 163. Fast India Indigo Commission, House
of Common’s Returns, pp. 100,
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Then are the Commission clearly to understand, that under the -
present system the ryot is not a free agent ?

As a general rule, be is not.

Would you please to state more fully to the Commission the

reasons which made you take part in the discussion about indigo
in 1856?

~ .

I mentioned some the other day, and will now add two or three more bearing
on my own particular work. Qur Missionaries make extensive preaching tours in the
cold weather, and almost always send their journals to me; and. I found frequent
mention of this kind of experience. On reaching a village, where they were not
known, and beginning to preach, the people used to ask them—* Is your religion that
of Neel Sahibs (Indigo Plunters) because if it is, we wisk to have nothing to do with
1t on account of the klesh (trouble, misery ) which they inflict upon us.” Again, they
have said, “you profess to be our friends, and to come here to speak to us for our
benefit, show us that you are so by delivering us from these troubles and then we will
hear you” Further, what we desire to see in our Christians and in the native pea-
santry, generally, is an independent spirit, an ability to stand on their own legs, as it
were. It seems to me, that the comnection of ryots with indigo planting tends to
repress that spirit; and farther still it is found in a” thousand instances most difficult
to improve lthe moral condition of a people, whose social condition is extremely low ;
and hence Christian philanthropbists in England, such as Lord Shaftesbury, aim at -
raising the physical and social condition of the poorer classes, whilst seeking to bene-
fit them religiously, and we have thought that the poverty, distress, and unsettledness
of mind, which the people complain of in indigo districts, stand in the way of their

moral improvement, and their attention to religion: to use an eastern proverb, “ An
empty belly has no ears.”

Have you seen any of the ryots who have arrived fyom the dis-
turbed districts, and can you say whether or not any persons have
tutored these ryots as to theic mode of giving evidence ?—

1 have seen many of them. On the first occasion when they came down, bear-
ing they were at our Missionary Station at Caleutta I went to see them. They were
songe hundreds-in number ; there was no attempt made then to tutor them. The
desire was to ascertain what they had to say, and for that purpose they were placed
in groups, say five to ten persons from the same neighbourhood, with a native taking
down an abstract of their statements. I think I should have heard of any of the
Missionaries attempting to tutor them, and X have not heard of it. In fact it would
have been impossible to ¢ cram” a3 the newspapers allege, from one to fwo thousand
men, which was about their number in Calcutta at the time. Further, there was no
necessity for it, as they were already cram-full, so fo speak, with their own grievan-
ces, such as you hear in most’ parts of Bengal. And thirdly, when the men whose
evidence was actually taken were selected, 1 saw the President of this Commission
selecting them from their intelligent looks, their difference of caste, and their residen-
ces in different parts of country, so as to represent all classes of the peasantry.

Have you from facts brought to your knowledge formed any opi-
nion as to the causes of the late excitement?

I have stated already that the people were decidedly “and bitterly hostile to
indigo cultivation, Several years ago I leaxnt from persons in constant communi-
cation with the ryots, that they were in a %tate of extreme irritation and ready to
break forth at any moment and on any incitement, 1 think, that incitement came
quite unintentionally from the present Lieutenant-Governor, from some remarks
made by him when visiting Kishnaghur in 1859, to the effect that the ryots should
be left free to cultivate indigo or not as they chose. The excitement caused by this
was strengthened by the letter addressed to Mr. Grote on the subject by the Officiat-
ing Secretary to the Government of Bengal in October 1859, about a complaint againat
be ﬁlaﬂtﬁl‘ of Tbis led the ryots to believe, that the Government were

n their side, and in favour of their refusing to cultivate indigo. I think it likely too,
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In this instance also Iwrote at once to the planter, begeing him
Their families said we don't care about the cattle,
I said I wrote to the planter, but got no answer;

round'Hheir waist.
as their Pustor, to set them free.
restore us our husband and father.

this occurred in 1856 or 1857. . . .
When there is & dispute between planter and zemindar, the ryot invariably

suffers. In connection with this dispute for two successive years, a cordon was
drawn or perhaps for two months, more at & thne, between the planter’s and the
zemindar’s village, and all communication was stoppeq hetween them, There was a
large haut in the zeaindar's village, and a su}all one in tI}e planters .rmd people could
not pass from one haut to another ; our Christians, living in those villages, were not
allowed to come to Church. Two Christians who were coming to a sacramentul meeting
were stopped in the way, taken to the village cutcherry and abl'ls‘ed, and then to the
factory, which is about two miles distant, and back to the village; they were then
laid under a fine of 25 rupees; but having no money ny catechist became security,
but the fine was never required to be paid ; I paid a rupee to the peada with my own
hands as his fee tor seizing the people instead of their paying thomselves. They were
carried throngh my village in charge of four lattinls and one chowkidar who threaten-
ed them, that if they ventured to speak, they would be speared ; there was no com-
plaint made to the Magistrate. 1 wrote 10 the planter on the case, :1]1(1 Jbezged
he would not allow such treatment; he rephied that he was very busy in packing
indigo, but would enquire into it. T reminded him of it afterwards, but no notice

was ever taken of it. . )
Is there neither Law nor Police in that country, to which you
could apply for protection against such proceedings?
There are both law and authorities in the country ; but ia the first place, the
ryots have not money to prosecute ; secondly, they ave afraid to be way-laid; and
thirdly, they have very seldom got justice done them.

Will you please return to the instances referred to in my last
question?

I know another case of kidnapping ; this happened on Easter Sunday two years

ise a cutcherry in one of the zemin-

aco. At that time the planter was anxious to ra ] ¢
dar's villages, and went with alarge force with every thing prepared to do it, but he
was resisted by the zemindar's people. On that occasion a Government chowkidar

and his son were tuken away ; in about 3 months they re-appeared, but 1 did not see
them on their return. On the same occasion there was one house burnt down, and
others looted ; T was on the spot two days after when the Daroga went to make a
report; I saw things of small value strewed ‘ahout which had, been thrown away hy
the loniers; 1 saw the ruined hor'nestead. The .Mngxsn'n,te nwestxgate@ the case
himself and found both parties guilty both parties were fined and imprisoned. .Ic'
wonld appear the Magistrate judged the case as one of double affray, lfut my beliet
is that it was an attack by the planter fmgamst the zemindar, and a defence l?y the
zemindar. The planter’s people complained that the house burned down was their cut-
cherry, and that a man had been killed. T kl}OW that there was no cutcherry, and I be-
Lieve h:) one was killed, T have had no complaints made to me about outrages on women.

Then, on the whole, you have no reason to believe that such

things ever occurred?
No; that is, nothing has come to my personal knowledge.
If such a thing had occurred, do you not consider that with your
intimate knowledge of the ryots, it would have come to your notice?
! .' ik it wonld have come to my notice, as they are most careful not to speak
on suﬁhd:zzlbjt‘p:ggmf ;nce hnown that any thing hat happened to their women, their caste
subjects ;
would be gone. i .
Were you in the district at the time when pl:}gters were appoint-
: i u givé us an idea of the mnpres-
ed Honorary Magistrates, and ca(.in,yo giv I

sion which that measure produced?
&
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nce also Iwrote at once to the planter, begging him
Their families suid we dou't care about the cattle,
T said I wrote to the planter, but got no answer;

rn:t)tdi}th'eir waist. In this insta
as their Pastor, to set them fiee,

restore us our husband and father.
this oecurred in 1856 or 1857.

When there is a dispute between planter- and zemindar, the ryot invariably

suffers. In connection with this dispute for two successive years, a cordon was
drawn or perhaps for two months, more at a time, Letween the planter’s and the
zemindar’s village, and all communication was stopped hetween them. There was a
large haut in the zeaindar's village, and a small one in the planters and people could
not pass from one haut to another; our Christians, living in those villages, were nhot
allowed to come to Church. Two Christians who were coming to a sacramentul meeting
were stopped in the way, taken to the village cutcherry and abused, and then to the
factory, which is about two miles distant, and back to the village; they were then
laid under & fine of 25 rupees; but having no mooey my catechist became security,
but the fine was never reqnired to be paid; I paid a rupec to the peada with my own
hands as his fee tor seizing the people instead of their paying themselves.  They were
carried through my village in charge of four laftials and one chowkidar who threaten-
ed them, that if they ventured to speak, they wonld be speared; therc was no com-
plaint made to the Magistrate. 1 wrote to the planter on the case, and beoged
he would not allow such treatment; he replied that he was very busy in pucking
indigo, but woutd enquire into it. I reminded him of it afterwards, but no uotice

was ever taken of it. _ ]
Is there neither Law nor Police in that country, to which you
could apply for protection against such proceedings ?

There are both law and authorities in the country ; bust in the firs? place, the
ryots have not money to prosecute ; secondly, they are afraid to be way-laid; and

thirdly, they have very seldom got justice done them.

Will you please return to the instances referred to in my last

question?
1 know another case of hidnapping 5 this happened on Easter Sunday two years
fo roise & cuteherry in one of the zemin-

At that time the planter was anxious o d ¢
roe force with every thing prepared to do it, but he

On that occasion a Government chowkidar
3 months thev re-appeared, but I did not sce
casion there was one house burnt down, and
others looted ; T was on the spot two days after wheu the Daroga went to make a
report; [ saw things of small value strewed about which had been thrown away by

the lonters; 1 saw the ruined homestead. The Magistrate investizated the case
both parties were fined and imprisoned. It

himself and found both arties guilty ;
ronld. a7 1') the case as one of double affiay, but my belief

would appear the Magistrate judged )
PP i mindar, and a defence by the

is that it was an attack by the planter ngainst the zc
zemindar. The planter’s people complamed that the house burned down was their cut-

cherry, and that a man hadl hoen killed. I know that there was no cutcherry, and I be-
lieve ‘n’o one was killed. T have had no compluints made to me about outrages on women.

Then, on the whole, you have no reason to believe that such

things ever occurred?
No; that is, nothing has come to m
If such a thing had occurre
intimate knowledge of the ryots,

T dowt think it world have come to my 1
on such subjects ; onceé hnown that any thing k

would be gone. ) '

Were you in the district at the time when planters were appoint-
ed Honorary Magistrates, and can you give us an idea of the mnpres-
sion which that measure produced?

ago.
dar's villages, and went with ala
was resisted by the zemindar's people.
and his son were taken away § in about
them on their return.  On the same 0C

y personal knowledge.
1, do you not consider that with your
it would have come to your notice?’

otice, as they are most careful not to speak
ad happened to their women, their caste

[«
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T was there at the time; the impression was very unfavourable among the~wyots 3
their expression was, “now they have made the wolf the shepherd of the sheep.”

On the whole, do you think the ryots better off in respect to
house, clothing, and {ood on the estates held by zemindars, or on es-
tates held by planters ?

T have ohserved no difference; butin the Burdwan dist;i'".t T think the villages

are much boetters there are more pucka honses, thaw in Kistbagur.  In Kishnagur
youmust go a lono way to see a pucka honse, except what Bélongs to zemindars, a

Government servant, or the servant of a _factory.
Then within the last six months have the ryots generally mention-
ed freely in conversation to you their objections to cultivate ?—

As [ have said before the objections are nothing new, hut have gradually gone
on inereasing.  But since the time the Queen took the Government, they have been
hopiug for velease, and as there is such a wnity amongst them as has never occurred
hefore, they think it s from (fod, and that "the time of relief is at hand, and they
also look to this Commission with great hope; but if they should be disappointed,

none can tell what will be the consequences.

Upon what objection did the ryots chiefly Jay stress ?

They say “there is injustice in this, there is injustice In that, in fact infustice m
the indigo procecdings from Leginning to end” ; and in addition to this, they have gat
a special and inereased dislike to it

Have you sny reason to believe that influence from without has
been applied to the ryots ?

No, I don’t know of any, nor do [ believe this,

To say wothing of the personal conduct of the planter, do you
think that the Indigo Planters’ system, as it now exists, is favorable
to the progrees of Missions?

No, I do not think su: on the contrary I think it unfuvorable..

Do you cansider that the Magistrate has taken adequnate notice
of the complaints of the ryots?

No, I do not think so.

Do veu believe that the Magistrates ever entertain any prejudice
against the planter ?

1 know of no insiance.

Rev. F. Schurr, Church Missionary of Kishnaghur, called in and
examined on oath, 28th May 1860.*

Witness deposed.
Since 1 have had charge of Kapasdanga (eleven years ago) the cultivation of

an vyots has considerably inereased, but I am not aware of one in-
They have been

inlign by Christi
stance Dy which the ryot has taken the advances of his own accord.
induced first by my persussion, in order to live peaceably with our neighbonr, as the
planter was holding the lease of the land, and gradually a few new men were told
that thev must ciltivate indigo; the condition was that if they did vot cultivate
indigo, they would not be allowed to cultivate their own lands for any other crops.
Can you state if there are any other causes which have made

the ryots more averse to sow than they were before?

* Bengal Tndigo Commission Report, pp. 63, House of Commons East Indigo Com-
mission Return, py. 39, .
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The chief eause is that the cultivation of indigo Is very unprofitable to them, on
which account the planters are under the necessity of resorting to compulsion, such
as threatening them with withholding their lands for other crops 5 or abducting their
cattle; or fining them; or mprisoning them in the godvwns j—one such instance I
bave seen with my own eyes, I refer to a case of abdueting cattle, or beating the
ryots. My own Christians have been threatened twice with the loss of their lauds for
cultivating other crops. In one case the European Assistant told me bimself] that it
was the planter’s intention to do so.  Two or three days after I heard from my cate-
chist that the proprietor had called upon the Windoo ryots who hold juamias (rented
lands) and demanded of them the withholding of their Iands from the Christian ryots,

I remember an instance of a Christian who had been living within the
concern; his son Dbeing in my employ, the whole family were auxions to settle
at Kapasdanga, and so left their old abode. The Manager of the concern
demanded that the man should sow a quantity of indigo for which he had reccived
advances, which the ryot ohjected to do, stating his willingness to cultivate the same
quantity of land in the concern, and that his name and debt only xheuld
be transferred. This at first not heing acceptable to tie planter, one Sunday morning
when all the Christians were assembled in chwreh, some of the Sactory
servants abdu~ted  that Christian's catile from the fields and took them towawds
. The cow-hoys running in gave notice, and all the Christians ran out and
rescued the cattle; I was just then on a visit to the Kishnaghur Station for two or
three days, when I received information of it on Sunday evening, 1 immediately re-
turned home on Monday morning, and found the case as I had been informed. ~ My
friends informed the Magistrate of Kishnaghur of the occurrence, who showed his

wi'lingness immediately to afford redress, but I considered it more in accordance with

Christian doctrine and practice to speak fivst personally to the planter, who, admitting
all the facts, apologized to me, and granted the transfer of the alvances and
debt to the factory. In July 18356, some seven men, Christians, ro-
ceived advances for ecarts.to carry indigo. The Christians desived the planter and
dewan or gomashta before beeinning their work to give them receipts, viz. hut chit-
ties, for their daily work, which was agreed to. They went for some days to their
work and they received their receipts, but the servants began to malke excuses, and
they did not receive the receipts regularly; whercupon the Christians stated that
they could not carry indigo any more unless the contract was adhered to by the
planter’s people by giving them their regular kat chitties; the gomashta came to me
and I requested him to procure the receipts for the Christians, promising that if he
brought them on that day, in the evening, the Christians should fulfil their contracts,
and myselt’ would see them do it. The Aﬂ)Howing morning, (July 31st 1856) the Aat
ehitties did not come, nor did the Christians go to carry Indigo, but an wnin came and
told the Christians that that day their cattle wonld be taken away. I disbelieved the
statement, saying, * that no such thing could be done to them,” But at 4 p. @ when
I was writing at my desk, two or three men ecame running in, saying that the letiuls
had taken the Christians’ cattle away, As it had been so often asserted that Mission-
aries listened only to false stories of natives, I had my borse immediately surlded and
rode out in the direction of the factory. Near the bazar, T overtook some thirty-fve
head of cattle, and when the clubmen saw me, they ran away and I rode round the
berd and turned them back; some of the Christians running after me took the cattle
home ; I was then told that another herd was coming up from the river side driven
by lattials, T vode in that divection amnd close to myv duy school, the eattle came up,
some eighty head. 1 rode along, and an amin with some eight leitinls was in the
rear of the herd, Imwmediately he wow me, the amin eallod out * Murra rako)” staud !
“ Suhibke maro,” beat the Sakib; twice he used these words; 1 had only gone out
to be an eye-witness, so [ called out “ ami dekhiyachi,” or, I have scen it, turned mv
horse round and galloped away, and 1 am told that oy of the Laitials atiempted to
tuke hold of the bridle of my horse, and to aim a blow at e, which fell on the syee.
Returning home, I wrote to the planter briefly stating what had happered, and he
returned vather a sharp reply, telling me to mind my own business,,. .1 ‘"Emedinbcly

wrote off to the Magistrate, who promised to send out the#sfizli or roga
as soon a8 he could get bearers. The cattle were tuMﬂw‘Qxﬂﬂ&ky: '
Daroga arrived on Saturday morning. . ‘r
. . A o
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.A.S to ﬁﬂes I cannot IeC()”QCt a aas 18 nat oceur ll",," Rﬂlo”g ln)
ase of th S ature

fines having bae inﬂictgdl'mlm‘d complaints when preaching in the villages, of heavy
oppression practised towards ;llllﬂ © 10 euquivies of their sufferings or the injustice an
Justice, kindness, holiues.‘: c/larz‘te i but Whe_“ ﬁrmzc},_ing or speaking to them abo¥
which they suffer from the in(lig‘:{’si%,’mﬂw villagers f requently speak of the wrongs
ome twelve years aoo ] : o . .
spoke to his "‘("ilf\'ee(;};'kfl\l; (’)‘G‘t)r:"pald‘a visit to Mls'smnm-y, and at breakfast time, be
g down a certain villawe : ‘aes}fl th.e neighbouring planter and of Lis threat of burne
oceurring, and after brtel;’xl;f" b o noe b s astonished to hear of such things
ed out to me the direction astt‘, ‘lve both went to the top of the house, where he point*
was in the cold season: | ? the village and I saw the smoke arising: I think it
things. T have ne pe;son':fdilnewl (t]o the_ country and did not understand these
one case in particular abmic o Ic]zz()gv:~e if;e of Pullmg‘ (_]own‘ houses ; but T remember
people puinted out t0 }‘ o was then living in a tent for some days, an
me where a good many shops and houses were standing, ab

aﬂll']ﬂ@d t]]at a ce i W C tal
t 'rtain )l;mtcr l y 1 i
}" (‘,1[8())), l)]]t; I f()ﬂfgt i o li - had burned dO\ 11 th(} phu:e. Th(! 11(1 assign

L happened to pitch my ¢ Iong agonow. A few miles from that place where
pectable houses \leichyh ((imt" saw another village with the vestiges of very Tes*
also told that the rlant, ah de vidently been inhabited by Pmsperm?s ryots ; I was
to hLis terms; it Ihi‘ld i;‘ ! ad desolated th'e place, because the ryots would m’)t agree
I know no instance of an‘L appearance of having been once g prosperous village.
has ever complained to m}; g}'l ttll‘llf e:]b:)ln L‘y omen to my personal knowledge ; no one
> abduction of his wits o : )
s‘ii‘))’s agol the ryots of one village said in"n(:ty hlbu“f‘tflh or (‘l‘uughtep; but only forw
. . N = o ; .
nejxsnw(;rt;;zt oppression they bave practised on OIl)n' “’Olrcli’n Swe will tell the Commis
I civoums e C : _ :

grievances to the "]‘(l’lgiaéncgs }llms, L think, given the ryots courage to brine theit
the Magistrate of Kjsl N ht ¢ authorities. The ryots” of onc village complained to
the plﬂﬁters' 'Gl'adu'll‘lnag ur about the hard conditions they were pl cedp l;nder to
before the time of m'llk'y:e.veml villages joined, and the movementpla ing begun
tion to cultivate Tndin o8 advances, the Magistrate rele; iaving begun,
ond cultlvate indigo foreibly, This spre ad like cased them from the obliga~
;gt t;’)letltlon upon petition wag poured into th; %jgﬁ}i‘ﬁ:e‘ among the indigo ryots,
e perw s istrate : ' s,

trat tf” D anna which has heen so much discussed— ¢'s Court. A perwanna-
e of the Sub-division. This ed—was placarded by the Magis-

encour; . ac
redress. ouraged the ryots to petition the Magistrate for

mmission in 1860,

.. Will you state what ie the natur
gIving to the ryots regardin
Before the i

Passing of the §

to R g Summary Act i

outrane Sotb;ﬁ;t i(l]l‘::rfjly and patiently to}the pl’nn{;(}vmm the r
© ace e R |

should be ungll d t;)nc;al llroyn thexrl grievan

. ger, they

S .e constituted authorities? a;Id ﬁ{‘e

u . .
ryot do{;go;n:gﬂthe Honvation of Indi
JOUs 0t the p ayp N
which, on the wholle}a::ﬁ?hgfgil_th?tl‘yob various collateral advantages,

I know of no °© AK€ 1t worth his while to sow ?
1e such at py . . .
they had schools, I Dresent existing except <1 i
besides the schoo] r’ll‘tlh:e Mulnath concern there \la)vas I; rll fev.v‘ca§es i Jn former times
D . 1ere were other schogls in the o;u 13 SHMM foumen and_ womet
0es not the plang Tyriages.

; . 4 er 1 ]

him satisfaction 5 end sums of noney t6 those ryots who give

Besides the gy

it e of the advice you have been
g the indigo question 7

yots in my neighbour-
and by no means to commit any
ces to God; but in case they
should respectfully represent their
ryots have done so.

g0 is in itself unprofitable to the

- ances I know of none.
8 1t not often 4 o
oreat conveni
advances at the very tiu?e he want:nrl::ce t‘? the ryot to got the casd
I know positively ey

of a few inst .
tage; but BOW L am not ggypre o thar?ces mentioned above in which it was an advan-

the advances are made, and I think thyg ghe 15, MODEY int hand in October, whes

Fyots would rather be left alone,
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ider i 1 number
der it possible, that so large 2
he whole, do you consi - . aber
fr ?tr; ZOuld be aibsohyl’tely forced to cultivate Indigo for such l;ns%t;)xe
ne(y{ periodé unless at least there were vamfﬁqs mducgemems 0
or J j gness ?
ind or other held out to overcome their llll\‘:l lm]D it pen
. i st the law, like ing
: . od the benefits and protection of th X ongli e
If the ryots el].JO)FLl(llrct);‘)e I should consider it impossible ; but t%le‘ ter_:i (::Is ntxhtlvt];n‘cl r1l
b pcﬂsant{‘)y 11111 klept su’lﬁciently accounts for their submzsszo;t ; C)(fs; mmen; o
he ryots have ezeems long to have existed among them, thabt t! tlfedx T eesent
Mbave 1 Opllllut(;)}?eir proﬁcs,aand being loyal subjects, they sumtem ted .
IeSharﬁtb ma: soon as they were disabused of that opmion, up y . o e
: SI i - . . . .
at : o did a change in their opinion take place as to
At what time dic a g

i e .g() concern ?
nterest v 1t in th Indi ‘
Gradually, for the last six months; light came upon h.ﬂht, 3:nd inow th‘ey are qu ie
ure t le‘ Ovler,nmmt have no interest,¢@s the Magistrates have given heed to
he G > b g their

omplaints. - s pression that the Government is
re the ryots imbibed any 1mpre ‘. ortunit

1ostil§€tl(‘)eIn(li(roq.)clﬂtiVMiong or that it desires that a fair opp y
g D7y

: ts? o
hould be affonded bo fho e I believe the ryots entertain this opinion of

i the case: 4 yots )
! behe\;etﬁhf tl}?(te;e:vtlﬁ llx):ncetbrth vender Indigo cultivation optional, and treat the
Yovernment tha

i -ee subjects. , -
Se"g’;‘ ’);‘;:S ffazees \ihere the ryot has excess of fazil (payment) to re
n 08

e {r ivances ?
sl oes he take fresh ac . )
lelve, Why dt help himself. There is such mor:ll} &nﬂuence brought to bear upon
im }tI}?atciafniz refuged, physical force would be applied.
Y

D think that the planter’s estimate of the balances, and the
0 you

9
Ryot’s estimate of the balances wo;ﬂd agrfael;sses ey
i i ts brought up thew
‘ertainly not; for if the Ryo ug '
balan(;::; ;;rl:zi);zst the planter would be very he:}iy] s the Ryots ould, moteith-
¥ q t many estates, on \ ) ith-
{Lle tllt’(l(()3 ‘;i(;n bei?m allowed to them, and noc‘ftl'thstt:u?;:ﬁa? i
o . -
ita_ndmg (il: pe{?fectly free agents, still continue to cultiva g
eing ma

ir landlords?
«der to please their . o
o 1 belielve they would cultivate a small quantity for

landlord.
Are theren

o
I believe there are many among

prove of the present _sxstem‘, tz}n(’lﬁm
different and more satistactory footmg,

but individually they have.not the power to 2
Do you consider t.h.at adequate n’ \

the Magisterial authorities of t'he comj s ©
I doonot think that adequate notice has been .

judice in the
as been a strong preju
G there b and in favour of the Ryots; as

ears past, the

a kind, considerate, and just

such landlords among the Indigo I?Ianters{?

A the Indigo Planters who must declldded]l{t i%xi::p;

> . . . . u
. 'tll::lypllzlvt ﬁfn&? (t:gfllslidz(;:’te;,, 2::1(()1 jusf landlords
: mend the system.
otice has been generally taken by
Jaints of the Ryots?
I lay stress on the word

adequate. :
d tha

Tt has been stated t

minds of Magistrates against Planters

9 v y .
lfll as our Obsel athL\S go, do ou tahlnk tllls collect

E . Jiaree of being pre-
f }I, h.avi r?;?fsro}{ r;{:zlclul‘;ivatg's, which exposed then: to the charge p
the jus
jfllc'liced‘]againgt the Llanters.



5% Native Evidence before the Indigo Commission in 1860.

The Ryots are now looking for the action of Government, and confidently expect
that they will obtain redress of their grievances, but they declare that if they are
disappoiuted, the consequences will be terrible. 'This is not my imagination; 1 only
state what 1 have lieard. This feeling does not exist in Kapasdanga, but I have
heard of its existence from persons from all parts of the district, )

Baboo Pual Choudri of Ranaghat, in Nuddea, examined on oath,
18th May 1860.%

If the ryots have, for the last 20 vears, heen unwilling to sow
Indigo, how then have they gone on cultivating the plant up to the
present time ?

By numerons acts of oppression and violence, by locking them up in godowns,
burning their houses, beating them, &e.

You have said that you prevented your ryots from sowing Indigo
to induce the Plauter to take putni and ara leases from vou, but did
you prevent them from doing so on account of their having been ill-
treated Ly the Planters? -

Yes, I bave always told the P

' lanters uot to practise oppression, but I was not
listened to ’

Nussi Joardar, inhabitant of Thanna Zillah Nuddea,
Concern — very lately a prisoner in the Kishnagur Jail, called
in and examined ou oath, 13th July, 1860.+

Would not it have been better for y
this year than to have gone to prison ?

ou to sow Indigo once more

I am quite unable to sow Indigo any more; T min quite tired of it,
manager used to give us something,
Mr, — has not given us u pice.

If you never made an agreement, how 1s it th
case, and was sent to prison ?

. : The former
but sinee the fuctory has got the permanent lease,

at you iost your

The ameen and takidgir gave evidence ag

c_am g ainst me ; I cannot say whether the
dewan did, The case was tried in

Factory, near the Thauna,
Would you prefer sowing Indigo next year, or going to prison ?
No, I would not. 1 prefer begging. T have a Jumma of rupees 20-8 at three
beegalis per rupee of rent. I have not been able to cultivate it, as I have Licen in

prison, and my sons are not grown up, and I have no relations, and I could not make
any arrangements as I was in jail.

Iow have you got out of jail, has your time expired or how ?

My father-in-law sold two milek cows, two bullocks,

fusherIn-law sutl oo milch « : goals, and fowls, and scraped
together 36 rupees, of which here is the receipt.

Now youware geing home, what is it your intention to do ?

I shall have to work as a duy lebourer, I have no other meaus.

Clunder Ghose (caste Goala), inhabitant of
present a resident of the jail of Nuddea,
on oath 13th July, 1860.1

Witness deposed as follows:

Thanna at
called in aud examined

TFormerly there used to e some justice in Indigo, and men used to be well

s Iudigo Com111i5§iv)1], pD. 11. 'i' Illdigo Commission, pp. 50, T hldl‘g() Commission, PP 51.
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aid. T have heard so from my father and mother. Now there is no_justice. 1 l)ga;‘d
iT;;{];’I(ll"‘u;t last that there was an order that those who had plcast\l‘r}e 1}1)1 Indlgo(,) r;u;g it
© ’ ‘ i i idn't sow e bave no October
i leasure in Indigo T didn’t sow. v }
sow i, bub as 1 e e ch 1 presented a petition to the lMugz.\-tmt}e saying
i j ‘ th afterwards, the peon took me to the Court,
t wish to sow. About a mon te . et .
:Inil{;dln‘r;“ “]\wl why L broke my coutract. The amin and takidgir g_&'(é ew.1‘<r1e1199
ainst o witnesses to the eontrary were not belleved‘. 1 was csst in damages in
?{g(unimmg% ’;;Z :upeés T used to sow two beegahs and five cottas with Irldll(go.I My
e § 2 7 . se s t rh
br;thler’s shareholders have run away, mytson 13 v;iﬁ‘y%ﬁxgalx\%ﬁ?ﬁ(f ‘;(ﬁ: q“ow‘:’::
5 ¢ N BN ‘( r ¥ I { 53
aud I used to manage matters, ar \ o tow
e iéldei br(ith:;’ read and write a little. DMy father-in-law is dead, and there is tio
to ploug A ce out of prison. It is better I should remain in prison. I shall ha_ve
one tol .t:‘lr et )me.lf I was token away like Seeta, the wife of Rama, by the Magxsxl-l
:OT% n}l?mv(e 1(4' days left of my sentence, and I have only two old cows, not wort|
rate, H 4

three rupees.

sowings in onr part of the country.

waste Kyburto ), inhabitant of —_ Thz.mna —
Buddzui?hﬂ)ﬁig ggfiéf&onceﬁn , very lately a prisoner in the Ifxsh-
pagur Jail, called in and examined on oath, 14th July, 1860.
> )

Witness deposed as follows: . l
iti agistrate in Phalgun, whereupon we

3 “tition, several of us, to the Mtglg .

\V? 112}a:|{1:eiglwr‘:(q ;)pfin’nul to sow Indigo. .In Bmsa!eh,_l was sugd by th: ) factory
v:'e“? t? , b . ch nf: Icontruct. The dewan, amin, and takidgir gave favule(rlxce aé’ams?‘l-nfj
i/}th? ':;chr: am the contrary was, that I had not been to the factory and not receive

BV1 e ¢ h
angr advances, but it was not believed.

PRSESENEEEES Y

fullick, inhabi f Thannah. ——— Zillah Nuddea.
Dud}i‘ ]c'{:ﬁ/:’d[, mha%gilncter(x)l called in and examined on oath, 14th
1 3 R _ !

July, 1860.1 , ‘
Have you sown Indigo this year and if so, what has happened ?

i : - was a servant of the factory, after his death

My story 1s as é‘?llloxié I:III}; {}:ﬂ;ﬁ;c;v ﬁf takidgir. My fht}lex' was sirdar of tlfe
ﬂ’?)’ sent_for me a m%;‘/lair for 22 years. I was told to give evidence in a case
wij-abad, I served ;S dusad to do so. In Phalgun, they sent for me and fined
but ru;‘r‘e-xlized by the aale of cattle, I px'escnteq a p'etmon' ‘to the
Mavi the 4th of };/Lals1trl saying I wo‘u)d‘ give up my s}tunfmtn. t]Jhe’n I
fagistrat? 07 £ contract in Chaitro, but the factory did not prosecute the case.
was sued for breach of contrs and the marks ave still on me.  Also they have cut

(I}have Beer;, l{);i;’i%r:) :st tlﬁ?ﬁggry broke up 7 beegahs of my rice lands and sowed it
own all m .

with Indigo.

about )
me 100 rupees, which

any A “(1 n lbi‘ int f T 1a —_——— Ai“ah I\'uddea.
j 1 o « 3 O 1 nnﬂ . . : 3
P / 1{3—; ‘I(‘lhf/v i h Cnncel’n, at [)resent a ]'eS]d nt n tll 1shnaﬂ:u
actoy t e e l( I
]‘l” (ca]]ed'iu and ex%umnod on Oath, ..'4‘,}1 July, 1860.1‘
e) )

i ‘ 9:
ness deposed as follow . . -
Wit : account of the injustice. T had sown in the previous Baisakh.
there der of Government that those who had not entered
d as 1 bad always sown by compulsion, I would not

I could not s
T understood that there was anor
into an agreement need not SOW, an
sow any more. - . |
‘Would not it have been better for you to sow this year, instead

of going to prison ?
* Indigo Commission, pp. 51.

+ Indigo Commission, pp. 51 T Indigo Commission, pp. 52,
ndigo Commission, pp. 51.
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Yndi :NO. T would rather be killed with bullets, and have my throat cut, than sow
igo.

Chundra Nath Sircar, resident of Zillah Nuddea, called in,
and examined on oath, 26th May, 1860.*

How did you loose possession of your ganti jumma?

Mr, theManager of the — indi 0, 1 i “vi

My gantiis a mourasi (:ele()fg\t(ll; and hc-]gnll(lll;(?: ;.Ori';i’tzl’ 1fs' tihle;izem”:da? of my Vlllng.ev
old one. Mr. and his naibs sent for nllc):m?l 'xskegf more ents i the » Veh‘f
3 s addiiom o od his nt for me and asked for more rents at the rate o

rupees addiional a beegah; 1n some instances 1 rupee ; in others 8 annas; in others
cvenso much as 2 rupees 8 annas. I did not agree to this, on which 1\.Ir '
m:dcrer} me to be kept 2 days in a godown ; I was so kept for 2 days u]l(iel‘ locl; and key
with a jemadar at the gate.” Two days afterwards Mr. sent for me, and I from
distress said, “let me go home and see what the others says' I went and remained
concealed. Al.mut 10 days afterwards, Mr. - sent 25 7rz’ttials 7. e. armed ‘meﬂ
but as 1 was in the habit of concealing myself in another berﬂﬁn’é house, they (‘r)lﬂ(i
not find me. They surrounded my own house, but 1 fled to Nuddea; this was in
1264, Bepgnh year. [ preferred a complaint to the Magistrate: the ll\slfl'r"at“ te
beeame displeased and said # you are come to complain agninst a h(‘tk:m " ﬁls ‘:l}"n
told me to point out my witnesses, which I coull'nt do ?vr fear; I co "]d te p
the village, as it was beset with lattials ; so my cuse ended m ne thi r"u N
unable to sue for re-possession either in the Civil or (,‘rinlninﬁl Courr;() g, and L wos

Had you any dispute about indigo with Mpr. 2

I have o ploughs of my own, but Mr. indieo i
and not pay me my rent; this was when L still had poss‘el:sei((lmt%snr‘l‘:e":};fﬁ - lmy ﬁgl(:s
sow Dby force. Through fear I was unable to complain of this; 7\T- ot R 10
31;("!1 to cut down my trees, mango and jack, to burn their briél: i{ﬂ] d > peop'e
indigo boxes; I was never pafll for them. ¢ Kilbs and to make

When did the oppression about Indi
ndm*o t]lﬂ.t ou h
commernce ? o ¥ ave stated,
Fm"n 1263 to 1264, Bengali year, Mr. s peaple used to cut my troes, and
ot pay for them, 7. e. for a tree worth ten rupees, | was paid one rupee ; A‘m;l Ind; o
v < 34

used to be sown and no rent paid for the land; all this i
and 3 all this oppression has 3 1y M
reon. DI 1 has increased b

Muddun Mohun Bose, of ———, Zillah Nuddea, called in and examined
on oath, 26th May 1860.1

Have you any possessions in your village ?
I had a ganti jumma of eighty rupees which Mr 1
) . eizht, 8 ‘ . has taken nws
I'(h(l not agree to pay a higher rate of rent. The Nuddea Raja’s '\11‘1‘:’:’}:’?(])):”3":5
given my family a potta at a very low rate, at five annas four ple a }/,(;'e;yh. J\lh
wanted me to pay four annas more upon each rupee. 1 was “;illiy{n;cat’ a :
two annas ; but this did not satisfy him. Ile has also-takon away our rent-fre (1)' P(‘liy
Mr. 'revented me {rom collgct.ing my rents from mv under—tena;lte lrelid‘tgoll-'
lected them himself. T only complained to Mr. ——— and not to any of'"t’hep Courts
but the Sakib wouldn't listen to me. My Indi ”
s X . used to sow Indig -
o e ndigo up to my very

If these ryots do not like to sow Indico, why don’
. 018 8 : on’t th u
their balances and free themselves ? 8% WY €y pay up

The factory won't take them, we are not allowed even to speak about it

* Indigo Commission, pp. 54, t Small form, 3 Indigo Comumission, pp. 55
, PP 50.
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_ Did the ryots ever speak about it, or did they take the money in
their hands to the factory ?
Some of my under-tenants have, but the factory would not accept it.
Why did not the ryots put it under the Summary Law of 1830.
pay their money, and be free?
They are not aware of the law.
Are you afraid to go to your home now?
Yes, on account of the expenses of the laitials, who were used in twrning me out,.
which expenses I shall be called upon to pay. '

, Thannah , Zillah Nuddea, called in, and
examined on oath, 2nd June 1860.*

Ameer Mullick of

Have you had any dispute with the factory about indigo, or about
any lands?

I am a gantidar. About five or six years ago, Mr. wanted me to receive -
advances ; my ganti is one of 58 rupees jumma (rent); Ihad neither plough not bul-
locks, so I did not consent. When pressed I made my escape and eame home. The
dewan of’ factory came and called on my sons to-produce me, .and on this ocoasion
the dewan took my two sons first to , and then to ————.  About four or
five days afterwards some latlials were sent headed by the dewan, and they pulled
down my pucha house with three rooms and the wall round the premises and plundered
three of my barns ;_besides this they knockel down five thatched or kutdfa houses; I
think it was in the Bengali year 1263 or 1264, 1856 in the month of Bkadro. Besides
this they netted my tank of some very large fish with which I had stocked it. They also
plundered my house of all my farniture, tables, chairs, chests, brass, utensils, rings,
&ec. When I saw the lattials, I ran away, and fell down and twisted my foot, so [
could not complain, My two sons were kept in confinement I . After
four or five months I got well, but I thought it useless to complain after that delay ;
but now I have complained under the new Act in the Collectorate, because 1t is
cheap and easy. I laid my suit at 3,984 rupees; I believe I have got a decree.

Where are your family now, and what are they doing ?
My \.vif'e, seven sons, one daughter, and four grandsons are now living on their
relatives in the best way they can. .
Do all your ryots always sow indigo willingly ? |
For fear of being beaten, they sow.
What is the condition of your own ryots now ?
Having seen the ryots of three other villages seized, they are all in terror.

Gunnt Du m?ar, inhabitants of ——————, Thannah , near
]ﬁcmry, called in and examined on oath, 2nd June 1860.t

How long have you been in the habit of sowing indigo ?

wkidar and happened one day to see the ————— village
Oolice chowkidngphe raised an out-cry, whereupon the lattials of
and while insensible, set us on an elephant and took
were kept for about an hour, and then to the—
ay to some factory, the name of which

My father is a ch
burning, and being a P
the fuctory struck and speared us,
us first to the factory where we
factory. From the—fictory, they took me aw

4 Indigo €ommission, pp. 97.

* Indigo Commission, pp. 311.
b
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T don't know, as this happened in the night. T was always kept in a godown, with
the door Jocked. "I'he dewan told us that he would give us regular wages and res-
tore to us all the property that had been taken away. I and my father were kept
together. They also enjoined me not to make 2 complaint.

_ Did they ever {ulfil their engagements, and if not, did you com-
plain?

They nover gave me anything, but put me off with excuses from time to time,
80 I complained to the Magistrate of Kishnagur, but I was persuaded by the factory

people to put in a razinama (withdrawal of the case) This is about three years
ago.

When you were confined in the godown, what sort of a place
was it ?
It was a dark room, in which the day and night were the aame.

Was there any window for air ?
No.

Did they let you go out for daily exercise ?
No.

What food did you get, and who brought it ?

I don’t know who the man was,
water. The man brought it to me,
prisoner confined,

but we used to get some rice in the husk and
when there was.no one by %o see that there wus 8

®
Abadi Mundul, Christian, inhabitant of , Thannah , near the
Factory, called in, and examined on oath, 2nd June 1860.*

_ Before the factory got the lease of my village, my catile were grazing on the
{)lam one day, when 50 or 60 le*tials came up and were taking them away, when the
herdsman gave me notice. 1 ran out and remonstrated ; they threatened me, and
when I persisted in going near them, I was wounded on the head and thigh of \;hicll
I still bear the marks ; my father was also wounded at the same time:;’ ;vhereupon
they carried us away first to , thence to

ay . , from there to , and
theuce to Fhey took me in Phalgun, and let me off in Jyeshio ; they took

cure of my wounds, but for eight days did not give me much to eat, after which they
fed me tolerably well, confining me in the drying house. They gave me one full meal
a day and wmoorki and chera (preparations of rice dried) besides, in the evening they
nlso brought me water to bathe in the godown, In the'end, the Dewan of the
factory gave me 25 rupees and let me go. 1 complained to the Magistrate of Kigh-
nagur, but no order was passed on my petition by the Magistrate.

Why did.they give you 25 rupees ?

They told me that I had suffered a wood deal of loss by my cattle be;
away, and that X had been wounded ; besides which they told ,z,e, % y?»u em_: ng (f;‘]’;e::
tian and they hoped I would not tell the Pudre Sahip any thing ;  but for all that I
thought it necessary to tell the Padre Sahip

Kulin Mundel, Hindoo, inhabitant of —————, Thannah near the
Factory, — called in, and examined on oath, 5th June ’1860.1'
Why did you not complain to the Magistrate ?

Because the planter tells us that whoever 2
house pulled down, and be turned out of the vill

oes to the Magistrate, will hqre his
age. This year the amm ang takidgir

* Indigo Commission, pp. 97. t Iudigo Commission, pp. 111
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told me that there was a new law passed, called mughurer alz;n, Io(; }the laﬂu‘: ofh :;c:la

v;z)allet that unless I dug the indigo lands sl{ttTiCL(EIr‘\;;l};’ (::ieg),t hI'ztst l:)el; hac.la;gt v v{o head
» W d indigo sown In 1t hey at t Y

(l))ﬁ:t:fr" tﬁvétgoﬁxrﬂig?t t?:a other law was for breach of contract; both laws are now

“in force.

What terms would you require to imh_rce you ;o sow indigo in
future, supposing you had perfect freedom of action

(o) ms W i W thirty, or even one hundred
hatever; if I had got twenty, or ¥, or even od

rupeesnange:i;hsl would not sow indigo. The amin and tahidgis said, they wou
¢ Rt

make our wives and families weed. ) o ]
i zemindar or any person in whose justice you had
Do el indi hat price would you do it ?
confidence, asked you to sow indigo, at what p
’ I~
I would sow indigo for nobody, not even for my father and mother.

, Thannah ——— Zillah —_—
Concern, called in, and examined on

Alam Biswas, inhabitant of
Factory, "
oath, 8th June 1860. _—
. qe . . not 2
Did you sow indigo this year, and if not, why S
I did not sow this year, althou%hfl have soIvJv; tb;f:;: ;IIsofv:fl st(:v vn wid ha{f
efore me.
father and grandl-fﬂfl:lzzdh?;esosv?z:e and a half beegahs; by degrees the lexte(t;t' }rxra:s
beegahs ; f°"3?r3f,e ear I could afford to fee the servants, it was not mcwle'aset‘ A (;y;_
B e mot sowi z is that I am required to give sll my time to the cultiva mre of
e A d that it was the order of the Queen that ryots we

i"dig'o.di Thiosry“e:é v;:, ltlﬁz; liked; I did not hear or see it as a written order, but
f0wW 1naigo .

every body was talking about it

2

j, T€s] Thannah
e y Chowdhart, residence X
Babilillfg i G'o’v Zc,:{fled i:, and examined on oath, 11th June 1860.1

Have you any thing to complain of ?

. istrate

factory made an attack on my cutcherry and plumtlere(% nltt heThe Ma.{;'::::ry

The a:rsox}ny to investigate it and be took up his qtua(;'isrim e e o
c?me :zlrll {;uropean assistant was living, The Magistrate

where L 8¢

i not allowed

herry in the house for three days. My agents and w].l:?; ss?;is‘zgieon.c At last

:leld c'uttco iIheJhouse by the factory servari!;s, as {)h? S a;i‘;’ .Vp laingift and bis witnesses.
o go in : - to brin A

thegMagistrate sent one of his own order 1ne:d dismigssed my case and punished the

istrat returned to b s ' impri nt and 2. rupees
The Magistrate then retur. Lai th six months' imprisonme

. 3 complaint wi 3
complainant as for a n:;}:;::::encelzv as reversed, and the fine returned by the Judge of

fine, I appealed and

inhabitant of Baghberia, Thannah , Zillah

Mandari Biswas, Concern, examined on oath, 11th

-, —— Factory,
July 1860.1 .
Witness deposed as follows ;:—

i ive g0. I bave been
Tu to be in the habit of sowing indigo four or five years ago a
sed to be 1

’ fidn’t sow this year, because
i or since the month of Agran. 1 didu’t so . .
told to sow this year e"hir iler:fiupees to sow two beegahs of mdlg'o,7 and L_lmtef[';nﬁ%xg
i kne;: :lllm; no‘:'l(l):il lgalt;e fwo Somewhere in Magh or Falgun & perwanua 1ssu
eegah they w .

* Indigo Commission, Pp- 129, .

i smmissi 149.
Indigo Commission, pp- ) ! L
1 Tudigo Commission, Evidence at Kishnaghur, pp. 31
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the ————— Thanna to the purport that the sowing of indigo was optional, Also I
‘presented a petition with twenty or thirty others, to the effect that the factory people
were going to take away my cattle.” Then out of 200 people in the village, they
pitched upon me and two others. They preduced in Court a Xhatha or book in which
they said my name was, They produced no stamp paper bearing my name. The
dewan arnd the planter expluined that the stamp was a mere form, and also witnesses
came forward and said that I had agreed to sow. And I produced witnesses on my
side to depose to the fact of my having signed no agreement. I don’t know the name
of the oflicials who tried my case, but I was cast in a sum of 171 rupees, and I bave
heard that two of my houses and four head of cattle were sold, but I understand that
this only amounted to forty~two or forty-three rupi, and I had nobody to raise the
remainder of the decree for me, as who would lend to a man who hud no property

remaining ?
Wonld it not have been better for you to have sown this year,
than zo to prison ? ,
No, it would not.
How did you manage to escape from sowing indigo five or six
years ago? ‘
There was a dispute between me and the factory in which one man was wounded,
and so afler that no one gf our village sowed any indigo.

Andai Kulhwu, inhabitant of ————, Thannah , Concern
at present a resident of the Kishnagur Jail, called in, and examin-
ed on oath, 14th July 1860.*
- Didn’t you go to the factory and take money ?

‘Ten years ago, I went to the factory, and took an advance at two rupi per
beegah, Since thew I received nothing; I was imprisoned for breach of contract,
and my son was imprisoned for an afiray, Iam a Kulhu and make oil, but I also

have & plough and cultivate,

Would it not have been better this year, to sow Indigo, than have

to go to prison ?
No, we only get ten chattaks a day which is not sufficient, 4. ¢. four in the morn-
ing and six in the evening. Still for all that, I would rather be iu prison than sow

Indigo.

Buddun Chowdari, inhabitant of ————, Thannah , Factory
, ~-—— Concern, at present a resident in the Kishnagur
Jail, called in, and examined on oath, 14th July 1860.}
Witness deposed as follows ?

My fore-fathers were under agreement to sow Indigo; T was not.
to sow by compulsion, and since last year, I parted with my cattle. I was cast in
damoges of 120 rupees for six beegahs of land. I had not a farthing.

Astul Mundul, inhabitant of ———, Thannahf—-——-, Factory y
Concern , at present a resident of the Kisbnagur Jail,

called in, and examined on oath, 14th July 1860.¢

Witness deposed as follows :
I and five others were sued for breach of contract, We were all cast, but the

* Indigo Cornmission, Evidence at Kishnaghur, pp. 53,
*+ Indigo Commission, Evidence at Kishnaghur, pp, 53.
1 Indigo Commission, Evidence at Kishnaghur, pp, 54,

.
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others managed to get the money together, and thereby got off. I was castin a sum
of 110 rupees for five beegahs and a half. I understood that there was an order that
it was optional with us to sow or not to sow, and as I considered that I was not under
agreement, I did not sow. My cattle and property have been sold and realized only
thirty-two rupees, and I lie in prison for the balance. I heard that m y property had
been sold from some villagers who came here ; I was sent off to prison as soon as the

decree was passed against me.

Did not Mr. Fuarlong with the Commissioner of the division go to
the jail, and offer to forego his claim, if you would sow ?

Yes, sometime ago we were called into the cutcherry and told to sow a little

Indigo, and so get our release, but we said, we would rather be killed with bullets,
than sow again. We thought that some Sahibs would come up from Calcutta and

release us.

The Hon’ble Ashley Eden, at present Magistrate, Collector, and
Salt Agent, Cuttack, 21st July, 1860.* ]

Witness deposed as follows : —
I was first appointed Assistant Magistrate and Collector of Rajshahye, and, for
a short time, had charge of the Sub-division of Nattore in that district; I was then
appointed to the Sub-division of Aurungabad in the distvict of Moorshedabad; I was
then employed on special duty, and then made Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal
Pergunnahs, and was next appointed to be Magistrate and Collector of Baraset,
Then I officiated a8 Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue, and this year I joined
my afpointment as officiating Magistrate and Collector and Salt Agent of Cuttack.
always endeavour to miz as muck as I could with the people, to ascertain their
views upon all subjects ; and, in the districts of Rajshahye, Moorshedabad and Baraset,
I had ample opportunities of ascertaining, both from the natives and the planters, the -
working of the system,
My opinion is’ that with the exception of Factories which have a large extent of
chur lands cultivated, Indigo cultivation is in no instance the result of free agency,

but that it is always compulsory.
Will you state to the Commission as.fully as you can, the facts,
proofs, or reasons which have induced you to hold this belief?

First, I believe it to be umprofitable, and therefore I cannot believe that any
ryot would consent to tske up that cultivation, involving as it does serious pecu-
niary loss to bimself; secondly it involves an amount of hkarassing inferference
to which no free agent would subject himself ; thirdly, from a consideration of the
acts of violence to which the Planters have throughout been compelled -to resort
to keep up this cultivation as proved by the Criminal Records of Bengal; fourthly,
from the admissions of the Planters themselves that if the ryots were free agents, they
would not cultivate Indigo; fifthly, the necessity under which the Planters state them-
selves to be of spending large suws in the purchase of Zemindaries and otlier descrip-
tions of rights, giving them Zerritorial influence and powers of compulsion; without
which they would be unable to procure the cultivation of Indigo ; sixthly, the state-
ments of ryots and the people generally in-the district in which I have been ; seventhly
the fact, that as soon as the ryots became aware of the fact that they were by law and
practically free agents, they at once refused to continue the cultivation.

I beg to hand in an abstract of forty-nine serious cases of murder, homicide, riof,
arson, dacoity, plunder and kidnapping, which have occurred from the year 1880 to
1859, some of which I have taken from records which came before me during my
Incumbency ; others from printed Nizamut reports, and all from authenticated papers.
I also give a file of heinous cases connected with the cultivation of Indigo, which
occurred previous to the year 1810, with a view of showing that on the commencement
of the system of private trade in the interior of the country, these acts of violence
were resorted to, and in consequence of those acts, five Europeans were punished,
and deported from the country : and the Government, in a Circular Order of the

* Bengal Indigo Commission, pp. 1.
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20th July 1810, considered it necessary to warn the Magistrates, to check the system
of forcing the cultivation by means of advances on ryots.

These cases do not in ‘awy way represent the total amount of such outrages that
have been committed during the period embraced. 'The greater part of the selected
cases of which an abstract has been given are only those of so serious a nature as
necessitated a reference to the Sudder Court either oni acconnt of the severity of the
penalty involved or in appeal on points of law. My own opinion is that not one tithe
of the offences actually committed ever came before any Court at all; of those which
are actually brought up by the Pulice very mauy are disposed of by the Magistrate
himself; anothers of a more serious nature are decided by the Sessions Court without
reference to the Nizamut,

1 believe that deeds of the violence of those noted in the abstract filed are not
frequent, but still they are such, as to keep up and perpetuate a feeling of ferrorism
without which, in my opinion, the cultivation of Indigo could not be carried on for
one duy. Any act of great violence, committed in any district, sueh for instance, as
the attack of the village of ——, in the district of Rajshahye, in the concern
of Messrs. in which three villages were gutted, three cultivators killed,
and siz wounded, would be enough to strike terror into the hearts of the ryots, in that
part of the country for many years to come, and it is only when the ryots have for-
gotten such acts as these, that any fresh violence of this sort is necessary.

When I went to the Sub-division I found that it was the custom
lo carry off the cattle of the ryots who would not sow Indigo. Ithaving been brought
tomy notice that a great deal of suffering was occasioned to the ryots, by the sale
of their cattle in the previous year, I instituted enquiries and having “ascertained one
of the places in which the cattle were kept, 1 seut out a party of Pulice, and released
from one of the out-factories about 2 or 300 head of cattle which even when brought

1o my own house the ryots through fear of the Planter were afraid for several days
o come forward and claim.

In such instances as you hav
dereliction of duty on the part of
the Europeans ?

There certainly was a failure of

e mentioned, was it not a gross
the Government not to prosecute

Justice which, in my opinion, may, to a certain
extent, be attributed to the strong bias, ‘which the Governor and many of the officers
of Government have always displayed in favor of those engaged in this particular
cultivation; this may also partly have arisen from the diiﬁcultycwhich exists under

the present law of obtaining a conviction against Europeans, as for instance in the
case in which a Planter, named

alias was murdered by a Euro-
pean Planter named a French Planter named —— and some native
servants, in which the —— and the natives being amenable to the Courts of
the country, were imprisoned for lite, whilst the European British subject,
not being subject to the jurisdiction of the local Court, was tried in Her Majesty’s
Supreme Court in Calcutta, and was acquitted on precisely the same evidence as was

brought against the foreiguers and natives who were convicted in the district Court ;
the sentence being upheld by the Nizamut Adawlut,

e

Then you consider that in that case justice was oltained in the
Mofussil Courts and denied in the Supreme Court ? :

I consider that the Judges of the Court of the Nizamut Adawlut are fully as
competent to come to a decision on the evidence before them, as a Calcutta petty
Jury. I shall therefore consider that in this instance g failure of Justice oceurred in
the Supreme Court.

I believe the establishment of the numerous Sub-divisions throushout Bengal
has had the effect of decreasing violent open outrages of every descriﬁtion such 19
affirays; but the seizing of ryots and the confinement withjy, the Factory walls, has
in my opinion, increased as violent overt acts have decreased. ’

You have mentioned generally that European Planters are pr&ctically

never punished for acts of violence ; i3 it that prosecutions are instituted
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i iti il i Court, or is it that
uthorities, and fail in the Supreme y .
}k))zé;?:ult\;loorflzzsﬁoz attempte:i; and if the latter be the cause, what is

the réason ? L.

rtly because
i : ttempted. The reason of this is partly t
Prosecutions are scarcely ever af p O O ation in 1he, Suprome
i istr know the difficulty of procuring ) e

Mofusil M?glfs‘tlxeereat unwillingness among prosecutors a‘nd w1tnez}ses‘to s(tllb.%eci
Court, partly ';) I':bi[itv to come to Calcutta to attend the Supreme Court, anl do' 1
e s lbiasuin favor of the Planters, which has been too frequently dis-

great extent o the est officers of the Government down to the

played by men in all positions from the high
lowest. ) .
As an officer of Mofussil experience, what do you consxderh toSbe
rac:ically the difficulties of prosecuting the I;lzmters before the Su-
greme Court ; or how do these difficulties arise :

0 ¢ it any Planter, but judging from my ex-
A o myf l?}fetfi’::::: :?1 f)%?ﬂriy:ling gonvictions against Europeans, I con-
et actical difficulties exist. For instance I have‘ comm:}tte‘d
E to the Supreme Court the bill has been thrown out by the ({:ai\don 13 1};
dor oiveums s which led the Government to direct a re?onltnll a o the
e c'“.cumsm?[‘cl& evidence was described by the Advocate General as eu!,:,;)
O elour. d conclusive description. 'The parties wers re-committed Ion prec}:: 5
t;e e celf"ilge%e cand were convicted and sentenced. In another case, I committe
the same 2

. . g
i : . The officer admitted before me having commi
an officer forltrmlh?éﬁ lll;:lns:zu%hzerman's death. The medical evxdencﬁ sh}ow.equt;g::
e e e man in bad health, yet his health had been hastened by t 1(;,]119 ies
although th? m(im ‘}?;e grand jury threw out t]ze bill; and it is in cases‘hke 2} f;s:tt i
fll? l};eai'gnc ehl;:fu.ssil Magistrates from committing Europeans to the Supreme Court,
is

Then do you consider that the Government Officials have sacri-

justi lanters ?
ustice to favor the P . |
ﬁce(i gonsider that it has frequently been the case, and I bave stated so in official

T i i and an European
Is it not the case that if a native gentleman P

iti j found guilty ‘of a similar offence
a British subject, were . : ce
%e?tlzzall\lfiofussﬂ Magistrate, the.former might be s_entenfcied 2(()) 2:}1}18
e'o(:.nment whereas the latter might get off by paying a fine
ris 5

of 500 Rupees? ) o

oxtent English gentleman and a native gentleman were placed.slde(}% f{detm g:l:
If an Eng ldl othillk that any Magistrate could punish them in a differen gl

same c€ase, I har _yb t separate cases, L think that it would frequently happen t _atda
ner, but in similar uld bI; imprisoned, whereas the European would only be fineil,
native ger}xltleﬁ:?ri;g:w has no£ except in particular cases, the power of imprisoning
because the Mag )
an European. mvself concerned, I would sooner be tried, if innocent, in the

l{‘s‘s - '?sCquratT with an appeal to the Nizamut, than in the Supreme Court. If
local Session i

urt and a Calcutte Jur_‘y. .

gl Toould el e varaly patent in.enduring oppressons.  Yewrs of

The peopleo ons Eave taught them to bear every wrong withou 'rists ance.
ey and opp}l}‘esz taken the form of sullen morose hate, rather thatﬂ active opposi~
Cheir feelings hav feelings have now for the first time found & vgx; . 1 alone be-
tion, These p ent-lg.) tever causes it may have arisen. bz.we certanly all a ong be
. Ryots, from w dnt and Government officials were interested in the Cl’:ltlv.?tl(;l;
lieved that Governme o 30 strongly prejudiced in favor of the Planter, t a“te w
of Indigo, that they wehe ots were unable to understand, how a man living in . Z:ms
uselzss lo complain. rgm daily communication with the Planter, was capa of
of the greatest intimacy, af: in which the inferests of that Planter were concerneds

‘{:, ‘L’d:”g case: }l’.z}l;:l{h;e f;‘;gartiali'y of the individual Magistrate, it would be difficult
atever m

perienc
sider that very greal pr
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to persuade an uneducated native that intimacy of this description would not bias a
Magistrate in his official acts. This intimaey has very often, it may be, without the
knowledge of the Planter, been made use of by the factory servants as a means to
accomplish their wishes. Again, facilities of complaint have been afforded to the
Planters by the higher authorities from which the ryols are allogether excluded, and
1 belivoe it to be the case that this privilege hus been made wse of, o influence suck
higher authority agaimst such of the locul authorities as may have shewn a disposi-
tion to do justice between man and man. And theve are cases, in which lhe removal of
officiuls has been attributed by the ryots to the influence brought to bear by those
in the interests of the Planters against such officials.

Can you mention any cases within your knowledge, in which

officials were either interfered with or censured or removed for alleged
bias against Planters ?

was removed frop for giving an_ order pro-
tecting the ryots agninst the forcible entry of the Planter, My predecessor at
~—-— was complained ot for saying that it was optivnal tor ryots to sow Indigo or
not; and was censured by the late Lieutenant (overnor. Of this last case I have
no knowledge except what was derived from the Planters themselves, and from the
people who still believe him to have been removed for protecting them. In my own
case, L was, on private representations made by Planters reprimanded and interfered
with by the Commissioner. . Representations were made to the Government for my
removal on the ground that I hud told the ryots that the cultivation of Indigo was
optional. And three petitions were presented by parties of influence in Caleuttn within
a few months, demanding my removal on this account, and I had considersble diffi-
culty in defending my owu position and upholding my independence as a Magistrate.

My own experience leads me to believe that fear of the planters' influence and fear
of the representations he may make to their official superiors, render the Police very
apt to side with the Planters’ peaple when the opposite ‘party were poor natives. My
great dificulty has always been to get the Police to act boldly and straightforwardly
in cases of this sort. T have frequently had to find fault with the Police for display-
ing an unjustifiable bias in favor of the Planter.

The refusal to cultivate Indigo is in Baraset nothing new. So long ago as the
year 1853, a former Magistrate, Mir. Mangles, having expressed an opinion (in certain
cases connected with the cultivation of Indigo) that the ryots could not legally be com-
pelled to take advances for the cultivation of that crop against their wishes, the result
was, that the ryots having discovered this, at once threw up the eultivation, and the
out-turn of the concern for that year was only sixty-five maunds. Complaints were
made to Government by gentlemen at Caleutta connected with the Indigo trade, and
it was stated by themselves, that Mr. Mangles was reprimanded for having told the
ryots that the cullivation was optional; whether this reprimand was actually adminis-
tered or not I cannot say; but the result was, that on Mr. Mangles leaving the

district immediately afierwards, the ryots understood him to have been removed for

affording them protection, and they again weve afraid to resist the endeavours made
by the Plantersto force this cultivation upon them, and sowed Indigo that year toa
small extent. The subsequent year being the year of the mutiny, and there being
strong reasons £o believe that the natives of were impressed with a great
dislike of planting, and as they had on a previous occitsion (about 1832) actually
attacked the Factories under the leadership of Titoo Mir, the Planters on this oc-
easion were afraid of similar attacks, and applied for and obtained a special guard,
for the protection of their lives and property ; the consequence of which was, that the
ryots that year being afraid of being charged with intimidating and opposing the
Planter, sowed a mo lerate quantity of Ifldlgo- In a subsequent year however, a
question having arisen as to the right of the Planter on an ex parte allegition that
ryots were under advances to him, to_enter lumsel_f upon the lands of such Planters
and cultivate their Indigo, I expressed a strong opiuion that the land being the pro-
perty of the ryots and not of the Planter{, the Planters had no right whatever on any
such plea to take possession of the ryots’ lands, and that the Magistrates were bound
sn case of such trespass to irotect the ryots in their possession, On. that occasion my
views were not upheld by the Comuissioner, and I was directed o induce the ryots of
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i ig d. Next
— Indigo. I went to the spot and the ryots sowec
o e 1 the question to a practical issue, and a similar ques-
the same order to my subordinates lto aﬂ‘or(ih pr_otelctx?]n
i ) tering violently into their lands
event of the Planters’ servants entering vi z
:g :gsvrt‘;lzt:é ;nctr}:)e which the ryots chjected to. My orders were again upset by the
Commissioner (Mrp cage of 1853-53,) and I was reprln}andeq. ) I remons-
trated, and the res;dt was the correspondence 1n the Blue Book in w}ncha ;’ilga oc;(')der
was _ﬁ"nally upheld. Early in 1859, Mr. —— and Mrl. : ——unts 8 < tx;;e
plained to me that their ryots refused to take a.d;;mces t(t) sett ; tt}? :’ztcc; s for the
ing requested me to use my influence lo make them tnke ddl X
??&Z:&q r’n‘: "di::l;rillrilt? tg do so, and told them the only way of inducing their ryots to
sow or to ex}llter into the cultivation, wouldhbe lby qﬂ:ermgi szs’enr r::’) rrirﬁmgggizéea f::,c,fl
. is, they complained to the l.ieutenan ernor, Mr. H: )
;t{l?steﬂgulotfwgf?;n%nth;i'tersi{:w as described in the Lieutenant Governor's Minute, pt}g}?
15el ref the Blue. Book. After this I drew up a vernacular paper, or rubakari, whic
i i;’en in page 156 of the Blue Book, and the ryots then learnt 'tbat it riall]{ was
lo;tgional for them to enter into contracts or to refuse to doso. The fact that it was

istrict, and ryots came from Jessore and
optional, spread generally throughout the district, and ry d

i i sopies of my order, knowing that the effect of the
< achur and took authenticated copies of my ) g : t
ilr\lltisx}:l?l';,?on would be, to spread gradually throughout Bengal, a knowledge of the fact

i 1 i ter into the contracts or not, as they thought fit.
that it was optional with ryots to en tracts or nob as they thought fit
1 apprehended that the result of such knowledge wou d e k E b s t,h{:_) b the £i0ner
system then existing. I thought it necessary to obtain the sanctio  Commis
p'z;z:ioualy to aranting such copies. The rubakari wus issued on the 20tk Feb. 1859.

(=4 p=

i i dge as explained in my letter to
anna was not issued with my knowledge ;

G Thmi3 nl;al‘vx'::;tuml consequence of the ryots finding that they were 7§alll:y Sree
ovetrn'nnd éhat for the first time for a long period of years, there was an _inc ﬁngmﬁ-

Cltgmlz s’e":‘l by the authorities to afford them that practical protection, vahxch 111 d:;
;llsgvayl1eenyti1eirs by law and theory, wai‘;,dthat; t. 1eg' ;efuse;iht: so:r, }il:s ﬁff:asfates

A iti - protection from force. lo not believe that, as
glet%utfl‘,(f:ntzif_ﬁng r:the'rs, the ryots ever believed that it was the wish ;)_f G(()ivg:nme{)xt
tl{at fl')ey should nof sow Indigo, but I heheveI simply that theg7 hbaix i;)v?lndl i ntoth:
] g at T long foresaw that such a crisis was al - ,
i’ptwnal.ﬁ Irir;\eﬂ};x:l (tl}(ll:s g:ﬁe of a?lrl commodities, and the labor markgt, nol}:lhmé,‘vll i}'lortt' of
alg?.tgre(ﬂ ree could have for any period compelled the ryots to continue the cultivation
of the crop which though always distasteful to them, had latterly involved a pecuniary
>

of the crop.
less, which they were unable to bear.

Were there any peculiarities in the Baraset district which might

i i irrhts, compared to the
’ ots more keenly alive to their own rights, ‘ ‘
rn;r‘:)l;se tr:]fe :t};ler districts, say for instance, Pubna and Moorshedabad, or

re and Kishnaghur? o

ever;3 Jesio’s a Suburban district. The ryots are the most mtelhgent.set'of ry9t}:
arasel ¥ et with, in any district. They have constant communication wit

that I bave ever n(l‘alcutm,, and know all that is going on in the neighbourhood ; being

the merchants " ﬁemees) they bave a complete organization, and fr'equently m,‘c’et

Shara-wallas (m.ha re ideas. On account of the great intlux of troops into thellax g?‘
fogether & mgerl: otzlé Dum-Dum and Barrackpore, &s well as in Calcutta, the rva ue o

eltary ‘Statlmf: their lands has greatly increased; a consndemble.mar;lu :hcturmg
th prqduce o u sprung up in the district, for the purpose of supplying the deman

population has eve %cti;e therefore of the increased demand for export crops, they
for gunny and irresp Iy & surplus for the population laboring for wages in the manu-

have also had to supply a surp hich is being made 1n the district. Tt should

ail-road wi .
fb?.ctuzzocifegggz yt’h’;:deszr;hi;o maunds of rice or seed exported from this country,
e T v 4

e had a ready sale for the jute employed

}ﬁquiris“a gu}x: oo téag:sandT;beeL?: ‘zf: :l}z]: rl?zf?;r and pr_oducye market has of course 1:11ade~

ln making tdfase a?l'to the ryots to have to give up & portion of their land to

it still more 1stasteHI addition to this, Baraset whichis a small district, ,has three

D O istoate's Offices, in addition to the Sudder Magistrate's Office ;
u (-3

1

Mr. 1
year I was determined to brir
tion having arisen, I again gave
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it has therefore been easy to control the police, and the people have had to go but a
short distance to get a hearing for their complaints,

In the districts in which T bave been [ have never seen schools or dispensaries
or other establishments erected by Planters, but 1 believe it is the habit of every
Planter as well as of every Englishman to have a Jamily medicine chest, out of which
he no doubt may give an occasional dose to a ryot, but from my knowledge of the
ryot I am of opinion that a dose of medicine is considered as anything but a collateral
advantage, and I cannot think that any amount of medicine would be considered by
them ws an equivalent for loss of liberty and maney which the Indigo cultivation in-
volves. 1 have heard that in Mulnath, Nischindpore and Salgamoodia there sire dispen-
saries kept up by Dlanters, but even these would not compensate the ryots of Moor-
shedabad and Malda for the losses which they sustained by the cultivation of Indigo.
Lhave heard of occavional loans been given, without interest, on the loss of cattle
and other accidents of that description, but they are always earried to the ryot's
wndigo account, and I knew of roads having been made by Planters between their
out-factories, and in such places as without such roads the plant could not have been
brought into the Factory, but I can call to my mind no single instance of a road
being constructed for the public good.

Although I have no doubt, that there are many individuals who bave done great
good and rendered assistance to the authorities, yet as a general rule, I do not think
the residence of Indigo Planters has improved to any great extent the physical or
moral condition of the people. T believe there are to be found more e characters
settled around Indige Fuactovies, than in distant villages in which un European hus
uever been seen. My remarks do not apply either to silk manufactorics or rum  dis-
tillers or Sunderbund settlers; of the latter of whom I had a great many in my
district, but against whom I never had a single complaint. 1 allude only to the
Indigo Planters who, as a rule, live in constant antagonism with the people around
them ; a state of things which cannot conduce fo the peace of the country.

W.J. Herschel, Magistrate of Kishnaghur, called in and examined
on oath, 9th July, 1860.*

Witness deposed as follows :—

Latterly my attention was generally drawn to the subject of Indizo Cultivation,
and in the year 18535, a Planter told me, that it was absurd to think that the Ryots
made any profit out of Indigo. :

When in the Malda district, were you ever called upon by the

Ryots to give them protection against Indigo Planters ?

I was called upon by the friends of two Ryots, to release them after having been.

carried from Moorshedabad to the district of Malda, and I think, I was called upon to
prevent their cattle being carried of, :

Will you state the result of the abduction of the two Ryots?

I released "the men from the Malda djstrict. They had been imprisoned in a
factory.  The evidence in the case implicated Mr.
warrant for his arrest.  Owing to an irregularity in the process the case was brought
before the Judge, who pronounced it illezal; and the Magistrate of the district at the
time, at once struck the case off, or acquitted the defendant, I foroet which. This
would not have heen the case, if an appeal from my proceeding had not been made
to the Government by Mr. direct, as the ease would then have continued in
mine own hands, and I eould have completed the evidence,

You took charge of the district of Nuddea, both as Magistrate
and Collector, on the 20th of last February, will you describe as fully

* Bengal Indigo Commission, Kishnaghur, pp. 3.

personally, and 1 issued a’

Magistrates & Judges' evidence before the Indigo Commission in 1860. 67

ibl i igo Plant-
as possible the state of the Ryots as regardshIndlgo an(} tI.nd;)
ing, as it was then and has since been broug t’to your notice ? .
With the exception of the Sub-division of Santipore, and two T]xaqnas on th?
Bhacirutti, the whole of the rest of the district was very ‘strongly excited lou. t .(,
subiZOt. of Indigo planting. There appeared among the Ryots daf.geneza :le'mi
of u proachin freedom. They behaved as if about to be released from somel .1111?7,
very[gppreasiveg and a3 if impatient of the slowness of the px;;c%ss. th()ner:a;elll:rtfut;;
’ h 3 H 3 P
i sulti t Indigo was stopped by the orde
seemed to prevail, that the cultivation o zo was stopped b irdurs of the
! secemed to prevai, because Y ug
Government, and a good deal of irritation sceme ; e they (rought
i i : as not, carried out, Since then the
that this order, according to their ideas, w 1s‘nd rried out. Since e e peen
tirely abandoned, and a very enlarged vie g
g::;rgigg ekl)]yl th{: Ryots; and generally speaking, they seem to have stoed upou those
rights with moderation and firmness. et e M
i i / her the Mis-
During your incumbency, have you obsery ed whe

si;)naries have at all attempted to influence the Ryots either one way

or another? o |
I bave never had the slighitest intimation of the kind, either one way or the other

during my incunbency.
Are you in a position to suggest any measures, whereby the cul

tivation of Indigo, as between Planter and Ryot, may go on more

smoothly in future ? )
I can suggest nothing but justice between the two parties. .

ivil . i dge, 24-Per-
_Latour, Esq.,c. 8., Civil and Sessions Judge,
Edwa;zxﬁghs,acglle,d in,qa’nd exa’mined on oath, 30th July 1860.*

i deposed as follows :—
SVthtl‘n:Si' re. er ’s factory, at , had been attacked and burnt dOWl:l,

i v OII 7d : , was carried off by 'the ryots, and up to the
h'ls gomashtt:i' oo el of the case at the Sessions, no information as to what had lzecome
e of the ll)sposieceived. And in a word, that district was as thoroughly disorga-
of hira, had eenssible for a Bengal district to be. I found about the end of 18;45,
nized as it was po lanter sz stem;tically lifted up against the.hfe and property qf @
the hand of the Dl o ither to recognize the existence of a Mugistrate

. e ne A v g .
ryot; & sysiel” ”zlzaz'(;[:f 27,;51521:,‘1 found a total absence of ordinary justice. I ybelieve
o eart/l,‘ ngr‘:{ iudwe from the records of the case, the outrage on Mr. Y 311‘ "'c.;.
ag far as Lc ) 2 the fotal denial of ordinary Justice. My meaning will be clear i
tory originated tn th sion to page 47 of the authorized report of the trial of Dudu
I refer the Comms in 1847. In Dudu Meal's defence after referring to a
Meah and his followers 1 and which had

R . . Mr.
i : i instituted against him by : : .
series of faised ahc:lo:esf‘ers to an attack made by Mr. - his Gomashta, ‘u}:}
Seen_ disisnect nied by a force of seven or eight hundred men, arme

certain Babus, 13053?&1')& weapons, upon the actual residence of Dudu %\'Iea:lh
it £ mIléhadro his house was broken intv, four of his servamttg mulrt e;-e N
bimself. In amded, and his house and property to the amount of twelve lacs
others severely wo ' s of the slain removed, and the Darogah sent in

s - die 3
of rupees were plunder;(sl ’p;l;: 2;? ::n unlawful assemblage. They were forwarded to

the wounded persons, iruddin, died in hospital. The Magis-
the Magistrate, and .m:(ete (:f,izhi:::t I,]:)T:)l blz!:oo lengthy, it would appear that terms of
trate did not mveﬁl'gcussed y to which the Magistrate was more or less a party.
compromise were .'5. » 10 means of coping with the said gentleman, Mr. ~
And Dudu Mesh °eel’l°1ise Dudu Meah said in his defence tl{at the Magistrate
conse(lf:gd :onocceoen‘;i}:gnm 1 got him to sign it. He then sent an English letter and a
recor ' )

* Bengal Indigo Commission pp. 57.
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Parwanna to the said gentlemen and the Babus. They have ruined me of wealth,
life, talooks, lands and houses, and have made me an outcast from my country.” To
these proccedings I attribute the retaliation upon Mr, 's Factory in the Decem-
ber following, There is one more point which 1 would prominently notice: The
Magistrate himself went to the Mofussil, dined with Mr. in his tent, and
after some consultation, and after taking the deposition of some of his creatures, and
without judging the case, committed Dudu Meah.

With reference to what has been stated above, I would wish to bring prominently
to notice the system that prevailed, and may or may not prevail still, of European
British-born Magistrates, associating with prosecutors and others having cases in those
Criminal Courts upon terms of social and familiar intercourse. It appears to my
mind to be utterly repugnant to every sense of duty, to be disgraceful to the character
of a British Judge. It utterly destroys every feeling of confidence in our Courts in
the minds of the natives, for what native will ‘bring forward his case when he sees
under his own immediate eyesight, such instance of moral corruplion in a British
Magistracy ; and well might Dudu Meah complain of his committal after Mr,
dining with the Magistrate in his tent, who refused to enquire into the attack on his own
house. Such was the disorganized state of Furreedpore, when it was cither my mis-
fortune, or my good fortune, t0 be sent to that district. I had to solve this problem,
whether justice was not better than soldiers. To have cantinued the previous system
would have led to an insurrection in that district which would have probably involved
all the Factories in the Eastern Districts in Bengal. And the steps that T took were
the simple steps that any Magistrate would take. That is, to punish every ruffian,
black or white, without exception. I have brought with me, to save the Commission
needless recapitulation, copies of my proceedings in the various cases in which Indigo
Planters were brought to punishment by me in 1848, In these different cases,ba
system utterly disgraceful fo any one calling himself an European may be brought to
light. Cases of kidrnapping by Mr. ’s Assistants, A case of kidnappir?(r by
Mr. and the conviction and imprisonment of Mr. » an Assistant in the
firm of Messrs, ————a——_ T first put in my report to Mr. Dampier, Superinten-
dent of Police, No. 246, dated 29th May, 1846. ‘The case originated in' that revolg~
ing practice, if I knew a worse term than revolting, T would use it, of sending in an
armed force to plough up and destroy the home cultivation of the ryot, and upon the
remonstrance of the ryots that cowardly ruffianism that spears the ryots down on the
spot, and then plunders the village.

What could be the feeling of a retired citizen at Brompton, finding the owner of
a gas factory, wanting to make a short cut to his fuctory sending in two or three hun-
dred sappers, who begin to smash his couservatories, cut down his apple trees, destroy
his fences and injure his crops, and to hear in Justification that a Magistrate had told
him he might do so. Comparing little things with great, that was exactly what a
Planter was doing.

The next case will show how some planters endeavour to make Jalse criminal
charges a means of oblaining leases. In this case Mr. : - Was the person princie
pally concerned. It turned out that the active parties in getting up the falge charge
were the factory servants; Mr. then being ill. The worst feature in that case
is, I consider, Mr. 's willingness to relinquish the prosecution, provided the
party gave kim a lease for Indigo land (No. 93.) I beg now to putin the sentence
of my Court of the 19th August 1848 upon Mr. y an Assistant of Mr. —_—
for kiduapping - He was sentenced to pay 2 fine of fiva
hundred rupees, and in the event of _the fine not being realized, he was sentenced to
imprisonment in the Furreedpore Jail for a period of one month ; I also put in letter
No. 827 to show the lattial practice, and that I cowld uot send a witness Srom my
Court, without his being intercepted by the Planter. There is one thing more I wish to
state, that considerable odium has been thrown on the Missionaries for saying that
«not a chest of Indigo reached England without being stained with humgn bleod.”
"That has been stated to be an anecdote. That expression is mine, and adopt it in the
fullest, and broadest sense of x»‘ts meaning, as the resu}t of my experience ag Magistrate
in the Furreedpore district. Speaking of that experience in Kngland four years ago,
I stated that the result of my experience as a Magistrate in Furreedpore led to that
conclusion. I have seen several ryots sent into me as a Magisirate, who have been
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b
. through the body. I have had ryots before me who have been shot down by
Z{::algignter?ucl have pu‘z on record to-day how others have been first speared and
then kidnapped; and such a system of carrying on Indigo I consider to be a system of
blondshed. 1 hold now depositions in my hands independently of those already filed,
which will show how the Planter accompanied by a fleet of fifty or sixty boats attacked
the village of how several men were shot down at the time ; how Mr.
was himgelf one of the party who did it; how the men were .stowed away into the
deck of the boats removed to the factory, had such shots pl(‘:lfed dut of them, ],:5
could be picked out; how the men were removed to places 'ot imprisonment in t ;
Dacea disg,rict, and kept in confinement until the man prosecuting the case was compelle
ive 1 ; h (acquittal). . s . .
“ g“',lghl: gogzuzlggi?f ha(s b(g,en to)ld by Planters’ \vxtn§§s§s of r{)(;ts s1gnaiurgs be:ixpg
: first that enables the dishonest Planter, who is a dis-
taken to a blank stamp paper; first t ) shonest Planter, 1 o dis
' " Planter yots that he
to the brotherhood of Planters, to seize upon any t
;glt?)g(:es? second, it enables the Factory to ﬁlll up a ki;mdh?fe ghei t};leea;gelss“éot,h e:vel;:;}; :EZ
) Lia could put in in a suit and prove by hired witnesses ;
i a(::t(::}}x’oc:igzg Sa, blank sta?np is in every sense, the merest slave of the Fact.oryf: l?l:ﬁh
;y;)ystem I consider something worse than dishonest. It lies at the root of all the

dissatisfaction of the ryot. . .
Do you not think that the cunning, fraud, and perjury of tht;‘

Bengal ryots is often more than & match for the asserted violence o
g

the Planter and conducive to it ? o .

i ryot not improperly described in the question

Tehink b th?scf:;:;:;;e;u(’)ii;htf) onoptressions, xll)ot%f g(’)-(.lay or yesterday, but as

addresse;}l v hl:\% been ryots. Whether such idicsynerasies can compete thh.or

lm():tgczsatn; ra,ective oppression, may or may not be th‘e1 9;1§eta. I kré(:v‘;r dthat oppression

1 1es with 1t its own 1 .

is athel necess}::ry, :gsitlsczogf? rtl(l); ]c‘;t;{t;{;i;tn:{xst, I as a Civilian, pbject to, but to the

Itis no;l f eal))étal;sl in all such Factories and the day which substitutes the .rgalf
absgncq of fhe o lative owner, will be one of the greatest advantage to Britis

capitalist for. e ’ s security. The produce of the current

i T actory stands mortgaged as I f ent
I“'dla. 'lgfogjweg over to the Calcutta firm, and the‘ debt in the hbotolix'z o(fi'i :gf,c% l-
zeﬁonﬁ l:: is me(acé the ryot is in the books of the Factory; wit it ‘
utta-firm,

t. I am of opinion that with re-

an account and the other does not. 0

I.hac thetoﬂjxgeiﬁmense increase in the value of any other kind of I{l;?d;‘z%t:r(;ezysﬁlz

oirfgggluzure compatible with common equity, c.:;)n dma::lnlcaztz}xl niu:he Factories, the
» bel her circumscribed, anc ) i

regources of thle Planter being altogethe o cap’i O s "dy

Factories are close

d, and in their stead the bond /i
of great advantage to India. My remar

k only reters to Factories bought on borrow-

¢ caIpz'tal. ider the offence of Aidnapping as common to boﬁh lﬂ?lt:i}zeagg bZeeﬁ?l(ll)zll;;:l;t
I consi . d the oppressive, be ¢ .
. -esort of the violent and ppr | have
}ls‘lthe custon:i“;;); 1Ielsl(z)we submitted as evidence, will she;iv‘ thg.t l‘]vliltelfhe}:grt‘llgs antil
b N (;B{fsfled the common practice is to carry them off and s )
een w 1

ithdr 7 prosecutions.
their relations prosecuting the charge agree to withdraw their prosecuti

' issi f the Sunderbunds,
-atio Reily, at present Commissioner o Sur
James Ho::l;lt{zd in gr’xd examined on oath, 27th June, 1860.

1thi ledee which would show
o1 anyv facts within your knowledg :

how gxzvfu{t(;ga?i[x of Indigo was from 1838 to 1846, regarded by
9

cultivators or by landholders ?

p rt O e Kiny is .c, f()l‘ the [V I- )
Iﬂ art f th d' ¢ 'Ct of JeSSOIe Whel'e Iand 18 hl"h‘ and b.ette'l ﬁtted K u
tivat. f .C the fyotls I Observed generally disliked the Cultlvatlon Of Indlgo. But

10n of rice, r

* Bengal Indigo Commiseion, pp. 249.
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in parts of the district where there are alluvial formations such as churs and light
soil, Indigo was not so unpopular, In fact, I remarked that in those parts where the
land was high, it was impossible to grow Indigo, unless the Planter possessed zemin-
dary influence.  In my time, it was the ohject of every manager of a factory, to

acquire zemindary rights either temporary or permanent as he could. On the high.

lands, the Ryot’s objections were that rice was profitable and Indigo was not, and
rice cultivation entailed less inconvenience. The ryots objected to the system of
advances; that'they were given to them at a season of the year when they were in
want of money, and they were thuy tempted to give up more land thanthey could well
afford to do; and that a large percentuge of the advances was intercepted by the
factory servants. | have been present when advances were made by the DPlanter or
assistant to the ryot, and I have been told by the ryots that they were afterwards made
to give up a portion to the servants; the said servants, threatening to impound their
cattle if they refused to do so or otherwise to oppress them. The ryots also ohjected,
that they had no optionin giving up their landy tor Indigo cultivation. "T'he hest lands
were marked off by the factory servants. Their time for several months was also not
then at their disposal ; they were called upon to plough, sow, weed, and cut and convey
Indigo to the tactory, and were at the beck of the factory servants ; it was also urged
that Indigo was a very precarious crop.  For five bad Indigo seasons the rice crop
failed but once ; and they also complained of unfiir messiurement in the delivery of
the plant tv the factory; that the chain was drawn over the tops or leafy part of the
plant, whereby three bundles went to one ; these were the chief arievances.

I don't think that indign cultivatinon has raised the moral character of the ryots.
Some planters have dove a great deal of good within the sphere of their operations,
but I cannot say so of indigo cultivation in general. '

In your former experience, were any schools or Dispensaries
maintained by planters ? :

Not in Jessore. Planters gave medicines when the ryots came to them; but
there was no regular Dispensary.

Was not the expenditure of such a large sum as the annual indigo
outlay beneficial to the district ?

It tended to the sectity of the Government revenue, and it afforded employment
to the peaple; but as I have before saill, I do not think the cultivation of indigo has
improved the general condition of the ryots ; for instance, In Backergunge where
there is no indigo, the ryots arc better housed, wnd betier clothed, than iu Jessore.

Flanters’ admissions against the Indigo System.

The Indigo Commission Report states on this head :

60. That the cultivation of indigo is not profitable to the ryot on
the terms heretofore existing. We think it absolutely essential, for a
right understanding of the whole subject, at this stage of our report,
to draw Ilis ITounor’s special attention to this fact; and that it is a fact
not to be disputed or questioned, we shall now show, not from the
evidence of exasperated ryots relating their grievances, or from that
of the gentlemen who have testified in their behalf, but from the ad-
missions of the plunters themselves, or of those who have spoken some-~
what on this side of the question.

61. It is admitted, then, by one planter, Mr. J. P. Wise, (A. 30),
“ that the ryot takes very little interest in his indigo crop,” and presently
hy the same witness (A. 120) “that indigo at present is not so profitable
1o ryots as other crops ;” by a gel.xtle_man who has had experience as &
Magistrate of a large indigo district, that the erop s unproductive,

Planters' Admissions against the Indigo System. 7.1

and that “ Litherto the planter has taken upon himself too little of t{zs
risk, and left too much of the rish with the ryot (A. 6273?_;11))]7 an old
planter of large experience that “‘the risk is, no doubt, uZ{“ the 7]/o't
(A. 372) and (A 374) that “ the ryot, geacrally speaking, loes nult pro- -
duce enough to cover his advam-ea"; by a geutleman whg was a p aluter
formerly’. “ that the cultivation is not popular becaus.el ’z’t zz n5mi3p7.0]§t-
able, and the ryot has to bear the whole brunt of the risk ( .] ).‘,d’y
another gentleman, that nyj is more p,rqﬁtable to a planter tz;znd Izs-
satisfied ryots, who give a great deal of trouble, t.z.nd cio.?t a '{]re?c , L;a of
» by a gentleman who has a large nyj cultivation, tZ even
were a beeqah of indigo to pay ”better than a bei{/la'h I(:f ?'zce,f e r/yo;
would give a preference fo the rice (1,453); by ll. ?;Ugoluﬁli .t i)a
indigo may wmot be profilable or popular in some p aces, (2, § )s h.y-
Mr. Clarke, that the ryot “ will sow a small gutmtz.t‘z/” t(é p_}g{zs'e z(.ls
zemindar, although he may not gain much prqﬁ{.by it,” ( .,4 tt‘), ;;It)
senerally, by planters and by zeindars of experience In wu} ¢ cu i-
satinn, that the cultivation is not dlreqtly remunerative ;)o(;.le .r?.ot,
but it is pleaded that this is to be a_ttrlbuted mainly to ba se?(;;;'s,
hich prices, and the precariousness of the crop. In mltlgfm.on ) 1‘13
ron it is ureed, that it has still been found compas atively easy.
:(l)“;%i?('io?l,ie 1-yot,§nd’ to keep him contented and faithful to hxlsnen-
gameme;ns, by ‘the grant of what .have been termed tlzo.llateral ac;gn{:
tar:es; and even with the above d1sadv:§ntages, several ryots, w(;)rI \1.nro
hoz:;leslly and faithfully, have cleared their advances, and r%cexxge . m{ne
paymeuts in excess. This last averment is quite :Lrueil ut 1.t]1tsha 2(;
true that by the practice of ;h;, fac}tﬁorltes., s:}zrze; ll)g(?;;s ewitow :lzlz,lgdz '/ :m’
cleared themselves are nevertheless Rept in A use 16 oy e
‘hen their delivery of indigo would suffice to clear their ba anc‘e,"
;I{;ﬁltle;h;:}e‘afiis to gay fresh cash to the ryot for the indigo, and retain

the old balance against him.

money ;

— NARY TESTIMONY AGAINST THE
VL MISSIO INDIGO SYSTEM.

An Essay on the Influence of the system of I”di.'io {?Imf’fl;"g ‘{7_’ t]]“’
spread of Christianity was prépared by the‘R.ev; F. SICPU.X 1; (ft ! LGNBLSS ::
nagur Mission, for the general Conterence of Leng‘a mbeb mé 18%5
onaries af their request and reald before them, September 6, 1855,

__*
forty-two Members were present:

ioo, 1 istrie ddea, Jessore and Pubna, is ano-~
T nti Indigo, in the districts o_f Nu , :
ther ;liﬁitg(lia”st;geﬁi \Iéhg‘e’ individuals profit by the poverty and misery of tens of
thousands. ) o S
istri invariably try to obtain zemindary rights, by either
I these districts, the P]an’f‘?nr:slenz?)’z::iné}:i, t%xey are the feudal lords of the ryots

1 ing estates. q ) R L
E::Ect};?:ll:{l;aﬁ:‘i:e asft\gis therefore not to be wondered at, that on sguh cstates the

Conference of Bengal Protestant Missionaries, 1835,

i sneral
. * Proceedings of a Gener Oct. 1855.

pp. 87, Calcutta Christian Observer,
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evils of th i
enjoys Me;”?e“;lfsl:;?ry }S(‘y;]temcf!rg aggravated rather than diminished. If the planter
voots with fmpun"i h p l(; s‘(l;ne “;:l ESer‘va?zts, he can oppress, imprison and ill-treat the
and individuels b y some punlers' orders, villuges have been plundered and burned,
[ 'l‘ * . .
Fights, t(])u;_(gén:ievrahnldlnég ta ‘t(lIO(.)k, _considers himself entitled, by his zemindary
Too oty i i}; l:.YO . 0 sow indigo on any of his lands, and to any amount.
Land. o whicl‘x e tlclrue { unjust, that they should be compelled to cultivate on
thus’merel o I"Lb(){l ¢ f_ems;: ves pay the vent, a ¢rop whick yields them no return, and
i e Ia);xd w‘hich ht)lr those with whom. might is right; they must do this s,ome-
e e indi’go Thécr(;!:)%swtﬁoo(t]l;?r z:nnm;_l:n's, who refuse to lease it for the culti-
. 20. ) res to refus i X 1 g
the z‘e‘}r}ll:néialr is frelquently ruined by eitherel::vesullli]tesert)sr s:;leff‘:yss.evele punishment; and
most they lr)(sz:: tt?> ]).l)ve p legal hold on the ryots, advances are made to them, but on
ryot to get ont of it)-t'{‘,-‘(."'«ce-’l‘ If once in the factory-book, there is no chance for a
A appe;l o o ﬂr(Lllll(i f'm':} constant balance is kept against him, so that even
the nooney 0 i ’VlV W;.b.u not llbc_mte him. 1 know instances where ryots went with
L I{itli;ro e l1 zm'c -igto pay their balances, but their offers were refused.
has beon chn’ o \3“;?1 L tingal, does not pay the ryot, and is a forced cultivation. Tt
P exrz It: ;at, tll_e money advanced, or ()t;'herwise allowed for indigo barely
lantér’; serv‘] et\'.selo cultivation to t!le_ ryot. * Be "the produce ever so Eog)d the
{)oser o pers ants always manage to divide the profit among themselves, ang the
| ctenceless ryot, ° » and the only
:11 " - . R ; . -
substit,ui.leL ig(f"«:xt:itt-n]('lxlblscl??te]d for indigo ; frequently the ryots bribe the servants to
quired, for they ar ; m'.] the cultivation paid them, no such intrigue would be re-
P e;:en e ‘gzl‘t‘lfeb;v;(he.:}wake to their own interests; but the Indz%go not procuring
from the other crere o eir rz](:ef, they ave compelled to look out for their subsistence
interest to retain tll:e' 1{:}’ Cllx tivate. On these alone they can rely, and itis their
describable.  In mful\r eStt arll;ls for them. I.f‘ the rice crop fails, the misery is in-
would be hopelecs f(‘orytl?ar s t ;_ay have to cultivate half their land for indizo. yet it
Tnbad rice—seaS();ls i em to fall back on the out-turn, in case the rice should fail
exaets e lon oy | f:gnrlm;}sg have recourse to the mahfjan, or money-lender who
cover the debt aooumulotme o to 75 per cent. Even the richest harvest will scarcely
the mab4jan in the Morm;?{}‘”s gofx(;?)?x?nulnd mferest, pnd e poor fellow is huntgd by
these“tjwo evils he is frequently cruthed. eppressed by the indigo cultivator, and by
and its ;)_”ii‘l’l’g’eloc;i]llf;l‘(‘byt‘h’(r)i complain also of unfair measuvement both of the land
Boogahy tha '(;t - u: greatly ageravates the evil. If a piece of land measures six
s tl'u'ee 03 ﬁ;u : 0 p;y SIX rupees rent for it; but by the indigo measurerer it
has to pay the murm’:fgﬂ[%-b The ryot looses therefore in two or three ways. He
6'or § vupees instend " ‘;' 211.at he raceives a smaller advance for indigo, that is, only
the planter asks, ¢ H s and the land for his own erops is greatl; curtailed; for
him s oix bee’oahsowfn‘m:;'y l’)ce';:}ms does he cultivate ?* Answer: twenty, “Let
o ton 30 that L ob s o 1ln' igo” T hese nominally six beeghas, however, are equal
in p\oilghin;z, snwinrr.liv(:(idti]:r{:ti(llxt:?nf lsdgone. vor these ten beegahs h,e must t(;il
the vﬁly ;)est,l bie rgfum p ; hfft A ﬁ" ::]ftxi: carrying the produce to the factory, and at
¢ Besides this, the seasons ino o . . .
siably cvmeide.” The vyon (;foj:‘oi(;;‘:'i;ggtge?}?ng ﬂ‘le indigo and rice almost inva-
never attends to indigo, unless he s foreed, I};utm:(?t wll;rln?l\ yleldi h;m l]e”St’ e
proper season for his own crops, whilst he is forcibly kept 'tllutl)"le".t. % 1‘33 osscs the
m({:;i;) ﬁellds, ﬁnd thu_? h(i becomes a double loser, pt, with bitter teelings, in the
esides these evils, I mioht mention tha
the T}")tf, that the servants :ppress and exntftm\:f?tthgxfl‘tthyief‘ccvt n?n(;%xssnses. ful e
may suffice to show, that the helpless and oppressed condition (’;f‘ the ryot On‘.l})ut t(}l ,
Jor sympathy from the phzlunthropist, and for justice from the Gove?‘nn{eni S Lowdty

IL—Tujustice in the system of the Indigo Planters. -

“ 1 M

ﬁ,l-clifll:?) :;Lrézudnded by Indigo Planters in this Zillah, the 1yots of each village
arle e e e iX]ances (,1 if aryot refuses, lattials are sent, numberless as Jocusts
an pounded and carried to the tactory, or the factory’s ploughs are

Dissionary testimony against the Indigo System in 1860, 73

sent, and the ryot’s recently sown rice is ploughed up, and indigo sown by force ; from
fear of this, the ryots rather yicld to the evil, and take the advauces, though with
reluctance. When advances are made, the ryots receive two rupees per beegah, but
from the time of leaving the factory, to culting the erop and carrying it to the vats,
there is nothing but giving salamis and bribes, and thus all the money goes away. For
to the Dewan eight annas have to be given for salami ; to the Ameen and Dagiddar
eight annas each; to the ticeah Dagiddar four annas ; and at the manufacturing time
some eight annas must be given to the various servants, Besides this, if a bullock
strays into the indigo, the ryot has with folded hands to pay a fine accord-
ing 'to their wishes. If the ryot does not submit to all this, he cannot cultivate any
land for the support of his family, nor can he remain in his native place, but must flee
from village to village.

« Even when there is a full crop on the land, for which the advance was made,
the amlahs, at the time of the accounts being made up, manage to pay only a fourth
part of what is due; consequently the advance not being balanced, the ryot has to
sow again each successive year for the debt carried against him, and he has to sell
other crops or produce, in order to pay the rent for this very Indizo ground, otherwise
he will be beaten to death ; besides, Il the labour of the ryots for indigo is lost
labour. Tt is owing to this oppression and fruitless labour, that the ryofs are so very
poor. We know to a certainty, that for the fertility of the ground, and the industry
of the peasantey in Bengal, the latter could rise to opulence, it no one deprived them
of the fruit of their labour ; and they could with ease pay the government taxes.

« Besides this, the planters have also thousands of beezahs of Nif dbdd, (. e.
their own cultivation) within the borders of each factory. Ior cultivating this, they
send lattials to eacl village, and bring the ryots with their ploughs and bullocks
there without paying them; in like manner they force them to house the Indigo
without due remuneration. If apoor man refuses, either because he has to, attend to
his work, or because he has nothing to cat, unless he gets his day’s hire, he is shame-
fully abused and beaten and forced to go. Coming home at night, nothing remains
for him and his starving fanily, but lamentation, because without his daily wages they

cannot live.”

N

—————

The Calcutia Missionary Conference and the Indigo Question
in 1860-61.

R

Conference Meeting, April 5, 1860.—Reference was made in' the
Confereﬁce to the proposal just made by Government for a Committee

irv into the Indigo system. ‘
o eni\qluelgsyrs.l Sale, Hill, and Liong were appointed by the Conference, a

- ‘toe. to watch the question.
Sub C(?orfll;]'c};i;ece’ Meeting, J[a_Z/qS.——Mr: Sale reported to _the Conference
that a memorial on the Indigo question had been sent 1n by the lSllb—
Committee to the Lieutennnt-(}overnm; and he himself <]1mdf );}e’n
appointed on the Commission. The Conference approv{a’ 0 e
memorial being sent and appointed Mr, Cuthbertin Mr. Safetali ,108111.
Conference Meeting, November 6, 1860.-_—-The Report o ; l.e om-
Indigo ((%uestion was. subrrlntted toltzfagiﬂeelégﬁ?f
. minute, and it was unanimously agreec he -
zl;iefoil(g&na‘znhepo;t’ and offer thei.r thanks_to the Ciommlttee, for
their diligence in watching the question and in pafticu ar tlh'at tyu:,‘xr
warmest acknowledgments be prescntefl to Mr. Sale fpr usI wdq(ry
valuable aud efficient services as onc of the Members of the indigo

Commission. ]_
\Y

mittee on the
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Rep;rt of the Committee of the Calcutta Missionary Conference appoint-
ed to watch and veport on the Proceedings of the Indigo Commission
and approved of by the Calcutta Missionary Conference, Nov, 6, 1860.*

On the appointment of your Committee in April last, one of their
first acts was to address a letter to the Lieutenant-Governor of Beneal
stating the grounds of their interest as Missionaries in the appozi-,nt—’
ment of a Commission to inquire into the working of the Indigo
system, and expressing their hope that every means would be adnptSd
to allow the full disclosure of opinion and complaints on the part of the
ryots.  They also had an inferview with the Lieut.-Governor on
severz)xl points relating to the efficiency of the Commission.

Before the Commission sat, they met several times with bodies
of ryots who had spontancously come to Calcutta seeking for redress
2g§d§hey utse(%]thelir influence with them to exlbort them to peace ami

edience to the laws, assuring it i
Thanoca o o s : o pm%egl'xem that the authorities were fully

During the sitting of the Indigo Commission, several of your
COmmltt?G, as far as tune allowed, attended the sittings, in nrer to
show their sympathy with its great object, and they are glad to record
their opinion of the impartial manner in which the Conﬁnﬁsaion con-
ducted its procecdings, and of the abseace of a spirit of acrimo
the part of any Commissioner. nyon

19111‘ Committee here beg to record their thanks and obligations
to their .brotl‘ler Sale for the cheerful and prompt way inbwhich
he cm‘npheq with the wishes of your Committee and consented to t
as a Commissioner, when, on the principle of impartiality, the Go o
ment expressed a desire that a Missionary should sit on Ehe CJr nnie.
sion. Mr. Sale’s regular attendance and influence on bel?'rxxllz'ms%
the “dumb ryot” has been very useful: it has shewn the 1 o't th?t
Jilzsszf)nmy sympathy was on his side, and has tended to ra):is tl::
question out of one merely of Rupeces to its bearings on th Ny . ]e
intellectual and religious clevation of the down-trod ;easaut o ool

_In connection with this your Committee would here beg to re d
thg:r-deci(}ed conviction, that though the active part taken b sevcorl
Missionaries on this Indigo question has given offence yet tl};e lem}
reason to know that the advocacy by Missionaries of t,he caus > fml‘1e
feeble and friendless ryot, even against their own couxlt;-'ne ; lt .
had a mosj_ﬁavngﬂ;blc effect on the minds of natives, both edzi:a?;:l’ (117?;
Zgz(i,:zg;f;/m alcutta and in the Mofussil towards Christians and
. T'hey beg here ht‘o make'an extract from the Report of the Indico

'‘“ O . . . L e &
the;u}?;is:(i:il:n?: this question, as being a full vindication of the course

“120. We come now to the last point of our inguyi
. :  the las| quiry u
¢ yiz. the. conduct of the Missionaries and the cri"si niythzdera:t};l eSSrst great head,
¢ deal of indignation has been evinced at Rev, (?entlemen Iv)vhbose e:i:::d isA togre:)lt
] tt I)I' -

¢ claim peace and good will, taking on themselves the character of political agitators;
(=] ’

* Calcutta Christian Observer, December 1860,

Rissionary testimony against the Indigo System in 1860. = 75

¢ certainly, if to express dislike of what they deem oppression, when forced on their
¢ notice, and to staud up for the rights _of'.thosg who have had no fongue to plead for
on agitation, the Missionaries of the Church Missionary Socicty
But, in so doing, they had no private interests to advance, and no
except the contentment and well-being of the agricultural
however, sacred his calling, may

¢ them be to carry
¢ have done this.
¢ political object to gain, hy
< population & objects which, if political, any man,
¢ fairly exert himself to forward. _ . )
«191. That Ryots should ask these gentlemen ﬂ‘n' . afllee or even assistance,
“.is, in our opinion, perfectly natural: They, tl}e Missionaries, are thoroughly con-
« versant with the Janguages. ~ They mix freely with the people. They hold converse
interests, and they are not distracted, like other Euro-

¢ with them: on their highest 1 . ! -
¢ peans are’ seen to be, by the accumulation of business, by the speculations of

¢ commerce, or by the pursuit of trade. It would have been ungenerous and even
¢« unmanly for Mr. Blumhardt and his colleagues to turn a deaf ear to the com-
¢ plaints of such ryots, especially when these very eomplaints .appear.ed to them to
¢ form some hinderauce to the attainment of the avowed objects of the Missionary

¢ calling. )
“a 122, We bave, too, the distinet denial of these Reverend gentlemen, that
¢ they have, by words or deeds, added any fuel to the excitement, On the contrary
they have advised the ryots to obey the laws, to commit no illegalities, to sow indigo
the higher autborities. What more

L3
¢ this year, and, if oppressed, to appeal to ] What m
¢ ()ln-is}tian’or str,aightt'orwami course could have been taken by men in their situation,
. Indeed, the assertion that the refusal of the rvots to sow

it is not easy to conceive. | that toe ref; . !
¢ indiro has geen produced by the preaching of Missionaries, is one entirely without
f=)

¢ foundation of truth.”¥

In taking these steps the Mi_ssionm'ies hLave, as to general objects
and philanthropic intention, qxlly f«:llowgd* Fhe ’courge 'adnp_ted' b): Dr.
Philip and the London Missionary Society’s Mls?onarles in South
Africa with respect to the Dutch boers»—-by‘ the Baptist and Wesleyan
Missionaries in Jamaica in relation to the Sugar Planters—and by the
Cliurch Missionaries in West Africa with reference to the Slave Trade.

Your Committee are fully convineed that the Indigo Report
recently published has thoroughly su-bsrm}tlated the charges‘ adya.nceid
acainst the Indigo Planting systenn Five years ago at a Conlercnce
of Bengal Missionaries it was shewn to be a_forced system of cultiva-
tion, which consequently cannob generally be carried on in Lower

Benral without having recourse to Jraud and oppression. ¢ el
“Your Committee beg to conclude with the expression o their
y arise in breaking up

iction, that though incidental cvils ma )
B iy o :, yet they look forward to it on the whole

cisti digo systen 0
;‘;z;xiggfaiam )(he ryot from a serf to the condition of a man, avr“i}
80 proddcing a desire for edugatxonal and other improvement. Ihb\u
shew him and his children’s children that the Missionaries have been
his disinterested friends, while it will remove one great barner. tn}the
preaching of the G0§;>el, viz., Europeans engag?d E‘“ gc;sﬂof ()E)-!)ul-is,.}]f)?’
which ignorant natrves bring {-ox-\\{ard as a p¥oo that the precepts of
the Bible cannot be realised tn practice.

R

Petition of Missionaries in 1861 to th‘e Legislative Council against
a renewal of a Penal Contract Law.
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,
That your Petitioners have on severa
* Report of the Indigo Commission; pp- 30--31,

1 occasions presented peti-
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tions both to the Executive Government and to the Legislature res-
peeting public measures that affected the condition of various classes
of the community, especially where the peculiarities of that condition
have had an important bearing upon the progress of Churistianity, to
promote which your petitioners have come to Lndia.

That they have hieard with considerable surprise that a Bill has
been suddenly introduced into the Legislative Council for rendering
certain breaches of Contract in agricultural matters eriminal offences
and that, taking this measure in connection with the Report of the
recent Indigo Commiission, they judge that it is chiefly directed to the
support of the cultivation of Indigo.

That when a similar Jaw was enacted many years ago, it was
found to press very unfairly upon one class, the agricultural popula-
tion, and was speedily repealed.

That the expericnce of the like Act of last year, which on all
hands is allowed to have borne very hardly on the same class, has
shown, that apart from all question as to the abstract merits of the Aect
in theory, the peculiur circunstances of the people of this country
render it difficult i’ not impossible to adninister it equitably in prac-
tice ; especially when as a summary Act no appeal is allowed {rom
its decistons.

That the Report of the recent Indigo Commission and their mi-
nutes of evidence have proved in the most ample manner that to the
agricultural population fudigo has been, Jor a long series of years, a
most unprofituble cultivation, not voluntary, but to a large extent com~
pulsory ; and that the ryots lhave the heaviest grounds of complaint
against the system.

That in the judgment of your petitioners no guarantees appear to
have been yet offered to the Government that in future that cultiva
tion shall bie so condueted as to render it profitable to the culiivator,
and sccure his fiee agency therein 3 and that therclore, to commence le-
gislation on the matter by preparing paius and penalties for a class al-
ready deeply injured, when it is only fair prices for which they plead
seews. tosay the very least, premature.

_ That, without entering into the general principle of the Bill, or
urging the objections entertained by modern jurists against visiting
with criminal penalties breaches of merely civil contracts ; or arguinﬁ'
that a very large portion of the agricultural population are not mere
laborers, but possess Jands, cattle, and implements of their own—
Petitioners would urge that the passing of this Iill
juncture may only tend to complicate existing difliculties, and further
to endanger the peace q.f' the country, by exciting new fears respact-
ing the futurfa in the minds of the people, already embittered by the
experience of the past.

'On these gounds, your Petitioners respectfully pray; that should
your Honorable Council see reason to pass this Bill at all, its enact-
ment may at least be delayed until sufficient guarantee has been aiven,
that the uc/mow[e:d.(/cd evils of the Indigo system shall be l'emediedb; that
the terms on which contracts for Indigo “produce are made shall be

your
at the present
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made just to both parties; and that such contracts shal} be maﬁe with
the free and intelligent good-will of the cultivators, T] )'ey at}t.]e Sl‘lrlinz
time beg permission to express 1t as _theu' conviction 1 m;, whi (; \c:n
measures may tend to mitigate existing evils, no qﬂ“ectua] rems(]y .
be found for their removal, except in the mtellegtuu s 1;78}4.?‘:%111
spiritual, improvement of the masses by a course f)t soux.K t;u:.tmn
education, which your Petitioners will do their utmost to promote.

(Signed) by DR. DUFT and eleven otler Missionaries.
CaLcuTra, March 13th 1861,

\ issi ot Burdwan, Krish-
At a Conference of Church Missionaries from ) .
pashar and Caleutta held in Caleutta, Nov. 27, 1860, the following

resolution was passed :— .
Much time has been oceupied in previous meetrtxix_gs ({f‘ : thilconfﬁlie;::;ﬁy 1{1‘1]0 (( thl(’}‘t:g'(;
i : ; ith the oppressions suflered by the peasuntry o)
ing questions connected wit ; : | 1 preasintry of «« B
i g PouL eration of the prevailing system 20 plun
artion of the country through the opera prevailin; tem oft Ludigo b
gzg ReCent evexxts{xnweve;, tha appointment by (xox(rlqmmmt ottl a ;1)?(11111‘;,(1112(1]1;5)'
on ire i > the results attending upon the step, have alread;
8 o enquire into the matter, and ! ing v P, 4
G}'?:ctetzd couisidemble relief,  The brethren therefore record T‘l exp{z le;,smlr: o(‘);[idz}:ég
. siders C ) : : o,
thankfulness to the great ruler of all things who lthmughﬂthf txil‘lex’x:i:({rwhiph rovidence
' e events and they earnestly pray that the g Qs 2
has brouzht these events about an 3 v L ] s been
);oducmf may be permanent, and that a cause of just complaint uguinst t{h;,, p/}(;;i L
{'nrrs of” European Christiaus may thus be done away and a hinderance to the prog
(=4

of the gospel xemoved T. SANDYS, Chairman.

| (NING'S AND
/TIL—EXTRACT FROM LORD CANNING'S .
VIL=E50R ¢, woOD's DESPATCIIES.

ir ¥ ar ; Her
ivht Honourable Sir C/zm_‘lcs“ lloo.d, Ba t., G. C. B.,
To the High Mu(jesty’s Secretary of State for Iudia.
Yome Department, Camp Kuttra Moharee,
29th Deccmber, 1860,

Sir, .
2. Inthis paper (the minute o
the Lieutenant Governor has deal

f the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal)
t with the subject fully and clelz'lrlg’.
i i istor hich lie has given of the
nothing to the succinet history whic as g
stgztlguil(Z)(fl' indi"oocultivation in the lower provinces of Beungal, and I
¢ in his reasoni slusions.
: 11y in his reasoning an(.\ cone o
dgre%ge}e;:tizelyum‘ee in the %pimon that the cause of thefevnls in t;:at
8 sfen-l is to be found in the fact, that _Imdel‘ it the mantu actg;;el;{ u;;:;
1-‘237 uired the ryot to furnish the plant for a payment not neatl "/t,.]t !
toqthe cost of the production and I concur in t}']e'dopl]llu’ont,h ;dbll m;e
to the system, much more than to the planters individually, that bla
- 3
attacl[}e;.m a careful retrospect, it appears to me that the onl)g ﬁaprotach
i e Gover is justly open in its treatment of the two
o which the Government 18 justly op 1 ity ‘ '
t‘(l) Wg;. Jlanters and ryots, is that of having left th.e ryot to? lo’n‘//' [,,:
;iqz:zii'a;w[e ;f the protection whick he might claim against the procecdings
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of any planter who had bound him by wunreal oblinations, and who had
enforced these by unlaweful means.  The Lieutenant Governor is quite
justified in saying that our administration of the law has nof been im-
partial. - The evidence taken before the Indigo Commission shows
what the nature of the above-mentioned obligations and means has
been, and how they have been used, especially by the native servants
of the factories ; and I am sorry to say that it does not show that the
ryots have been adequately defended against them,

In this respect the Government has Iong heen in fanlt.

4. Noone who reads the Ividence recorded by the Commission
will fail to see that, having regard to the strong  feeling ecineed
by the people against the cultivation of dndigo, und to the rea-
sonableness of that feeling, the Government would have been un-
faithful to 1ts duty it it had not made known to the ryots exactly
their position under the law. Ile will sce that any aftempt on
the part of the Government to persuade or reconcile those ryots to
sow, even for one season, who were not bound to sow, would have
heen liable to wery dangerons misinterpretaion,  And if he will refer
to the Licutenant Governor's minute of the 17th of September, des-
cribing the seenc through which Mr. Grant passed about that time in
Nuddea and Jessore, he will find that althongh 1t was the peaceful
people of Bengal with whem we had to deal, and althongh they were
quite orderly and respectful, their conduct demonstrated unmistake~
ably that to endeavour to stint or delay their exercise of free judg-
ment in disposing of theiv Jand or labour, mizht have led 1o conse-
quences much more disastrous than any partial discourayement of the
growth of Ludiqo,

To me it appears that there was onlv one fitting and safe course
for a a Government to take in such circumstances—to =peak the truth
plainly and fully to both sides; to warn both; and to be prepared to
enforce order with a strong hand.

Canxive.

From W. Grey, Esq., Seerctary to the Government of India, ITome
Department,—(No. 1287, dated the 17th May 1561.)

Forwarnrn to the Government of Benwal for inlormation.

From the Tieur Ho¥’sLe Sir Cuarrks Woon, Banr., k. ¢. b.,
Neeretary of State for India, to his Excellency the Right Hon’ble
the Governor General of India in Council,—(No. 63, dated Lon-
don, the Sth April 1861,

2. The labours of the Commissioners* have extended over some
very important fields of inquiry. The

# Ny, Set'x"n-K;m-, N, C()Hlmissi(m()\'s Lave lH'()llg']lt T(Y;L'(’HIGY a
Jln-\'.:'x\jl{'.l fﬁi’)‘i’ € lavge and valuable mass of evidence on
Baboo Chunder Mohnn Chatterjee,  Many points connected witly the secied
My, W, B, Forgusson, condition of the 7){)”‘\,’“”]?/ of the .Il)(“.‘-f('
Districts in Bengals and they have

‘
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very properly, given prominent aftention to the relation existing be-
tween the Planter and the Ryots, and.to the clucidation of that which
13, in fact, the gist of the whole question numc]):, whether the cultiva-
tion of Indigo, as recently carried on in Bengal, is profitadle or wupro-
JSitable to the Ryots, and therefore free or ﬁ)‘}'c?r[. ) ‘ :
3. I entirely concur with the Comuus:smners with th Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal and with your Lordship, that the evidence taken
before the Commission, including that of the Planter himself, is conclu-
sive as to the fact that the cultivation was unprofitable to the Ryot, who
was required to furnish the plant at a price whn:h,_ w1.th the extra
charges to which he was subjected, did not reumburse him for the cost
ol' production. ) )
' 4. Theumwillingness of the Byots to cultivate IpdlgO was the natural
consequence of the unprofitiblencss of the cultivation. The testimony
to the compulsory chavacter of the system, as 1t }'ecently px_‘cvzul‘cd n
Bengal, is abundant throughout the Minutes of evidence which follow
‘the Report of the Commissioners. And it is not surprising that, when
once the Ryots were made aware that they could not legally be com-
pelled to undertake this cultivation, they should have expressed their
resolution to abandon it, and to turn their fands to more profitable
3.000131.1 t.There is nothing in the volume comprising the proccedings of the
Commission which more painfully shews the ev1ls.of the.a Indigo system,
as carried on in Bengal, than the evidence contained in thgm of the
oppression practised upon the Ryots, and thc_' amoz;nt of violence qnd
crime to which it has given rise. That many of the Planters are kind
and considerate in their treatment of the people.z, and !mve egerted
themselves to repress the prevalence of such practices, will 1'eaf111y be
adwitted. It is in evidence, however, that Iudr:(z].)plng, confining and
removing Ryots Jrom place to place, were qfe{wes of n‘vl uncommon oc-
currence, and that up to a very recent date, indeed wnﬂn.ﬂ]le(]:“ few
months, cases of the kind have been reported by the Local Govern-
menté It has been alleged that the Wnnt‘of a gqnd I’Q.Iicez and a more
., perfect adnnmstrzgtw_n of justice, l)ms bcen,
¢ YWhen matters come tn this, that gycut]y to t])e'preJu(hce of the 1 lanters
the assistance or support of the  Tiierests  But whatever may have been
Police can b?t -p“'ﬁlaesﬁfiaf:‘fa{l’ﬁ’; the inefficiency of the Police and of the
el remna Mofussil Courts, the remark of the

advantaze will remain with the party !
who has the freest hand and fhe (v niegioners at paragraph 112 of their

. it i 1 t . . . s
Sullest purse ; and it 1s surely no Report, a3 given in the margin, is fully

that in this respect, ifhe . & :
;’({:;:ngeg a:: a dis-advantage with  horne out by the evidence taken before

the Ryot, or lies at his mercy.” them.t .
7. On acarelul consideration of the

+ 650, 2.453, 859, 931,1,001 1,006, evidgnce which accompanies the Repo.rt
1,839, 1,754, of the Commissioners, I cannot avoid

the bonclusion arrived at by your Lordship, that the Ryot has been

left too ]()D‘T: 1n 1gnorance of the protection whic e .n oht ¢ : m
against the pr eedings of any Planter who had bound him by unreal
gaing 0C ‘



80 Lord Cunning and Sir C. Wood against the Indigo System in 1861,

obligations, and who had enforced them by unlawful means; and
further, that the Ryot hus not been adequately defended against the
Native servants of the Factories by the Government and its Officers.

8. Ihave further to express my entire concurrence in the opinions
expressed by your Lordship, and by the President in Comncil, that
the conduct of the Dengal Government, and of its Officers generally,
in the transactions under consideration, has been marked by a strictly
impartial admmistration of the Law ; and that the Lieutenant- Governor
was justly entilled to the full and cordial support afforded to him by your
Lordship in Council.*

11, Thereis evidence on record,* given by men of intelligence and
experience, to shew that, if fairly treat-
ed, the Ryot will readily act up to his
agrecment, and that, in regard to Indigo, it is the unprofitableness of
the contract which has led to evasion on the part of the Ryot.

12, Aguin, the experience afforded by the operation of the Law of
last year (Act XI. of 1860), for the summary enforcement of Indigo
contracts, shews the danger of transferring to the Criminal Function-
aries matters which more properly belong to the jurisdiction of the
Civil Courts.  Hundreds of Ryots were thrown into Jail for wilful
breaches of contract under circumstances which, considered in the light
of the proceedings of the Liocal Government, and of the Reports of
some very able Officers in the Indigo Districts, are calculated to lead
to the presumption that not a little injustice has been done, in con-
sequence of some Magisterinl Officers not fully inquiring into matters
urged on behalf of the alleged defaulter, which would have been fully
investigated in a Civil Court, and which, if proved, would have been
a complete answer to the case for the prosecution.

13. The true remedy in such cases is not to be found in a resort to
legislative measures, which by making the Ryot criminally punishable
for the breach of a Civil contract, may operate unfairly towards any
other creditors who may have claims upon him. 1t is rather to be
found in dealing fairly by him and in making him feel that a violation
or evasion of his contract will involve the loss of what is advantageous
to himself. ‘

* 2442, 2615, 2616, 83694, 3781,

* In April last the Indigo Planters memorialised Sir C. Wood endeavouring to show
that Indige Planting was nob unprofitable nor oppressive to the ryot, to this Sir C.
Wood, replied by reiterating the assertion in paragraph 8 of the above despatch, adding
“a counsiderable portion of the memorial is oceupied with endeavouring to show that the
cultivation of indigo by ryots, as carried on in Bengal, is profitable to the ryot. That the
reverse however is the fact, is not merely the opiniou of the Lieutenant-Governor, but
the conclusion at which the whole of the Commissioners have arrived, on a mass of evidence
including that of sore of the plunters themselves, which appears to Sir C, Wood to leave
10 room for doubt on that point,”—Editor.

APPENDIX A

J. B. MONEY ON INDIGO CULTIVATION.*

Former Mode of establishing a New Indigo Factory.—The men
who formerly established new indigo factories in Bengal were like the
American pioneers to the far West. They had an unpleasant task
before them, ouly to be achieved by determination, by reckless treat-
ment of the Natives, and by disregard of consequences either to others
or to themselves. If successful, the speedy results made a valuable
property, which could be sold high to the more quiet and respectable
members of the community who followed. '

Some strong-bodied, energetic Anglo-SaXon, with a due contempt
for niggers, and a little money of his own, would go to some agency

or other house of business for the necessary advances. The hou.se
knew the process he would have to go through, but that was /s affair,
not theirs. If his character led them to think he would succeed, they
made him the advances, at high interest, for the benefit they were to
derive from the sale of his indigo.

With this borrowed money he would go and settle on the selected
locality, buy or lease a bit of land, and buld on it a house for himself,
and out-houses With vats for the manufacture. He would then apply
to the peasants on the surrounding estates to enter into contracts to
plant indigo for him, and would have it intimated to the Zemindar, or
Native landlord, that he was prepared to make such advances to the
ryots or Native cottiers as would enable them to discharge all arreary

f.

of re"ll]‘he zemindar would probably send for the ryots, and command
them to take the planter’s money, and pay their arrears. The ryots
might perhaps objeet that the planter would only advance the money
on their entering into eontracts to plant indigo at prices less remunera-
tive than riee, and which would, perh'aps, not leave them land enough
to grow rice for themselves, or not give them enough money both to

ice and pay rent.
buy Iil{cxz onlypluzvful resource, therefore, was the hopeless attempt to
recover damages from paupers. If he submitted to that course, he was
ruined ‘and Jaughed at.  Zemindars and ryots knew that he was em-
barked on a sea of litigation, where all the chances of pexjury zm.d‘
forgery, as well as the probable sympathies of the judge, were their
favour. At the best, he must eat his hezu:t out.wnh 1)1-ot}‘acte(l litiga-
tion, whieh, even if successful, would bring him no selid compensa-
tion. The attempt to establish a new indigo concern had failed. He
lost the confidence of his employers, or of those who had made him
advances, and was soon turned out of his house .and factory by their
foreclosing their mortgage against him, and. putting some other ad-
venturer 1nto his place to try and recover their money.

“* Java or how to manage a Colony, by J. B. Money, vol. L. pp. 142.
L
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But he gencrally either foresaw this result or had it explained to
him. His Anglo-Saxon energy would then make him prefer the more
hopeful but lawless process of  helping himself. - He collected hands
of latteals, or fighting-men, numbers of whom are to be hired in all
parts of the country.  Under their guard, his servants pulled up the
rice and planted in fresh indigo seed. The zemindar would see that
his influence and rent were equally in danger., He also collected
Iatteals, and sent them and his men to pull up the indigo and re-plant
rice, which the planter’s people and his latteals would equally resist.
A pitched battle would ensue, where some perhaps would be khilled
and more wounded,  The police hearing of the affray, the darogah, or
head ot the police station, and perbaps the magistrate, would go on to
the spot and make a local investigation. The ryots, the planter’s and
zemindar’y servants, and probably the zemindar himself, would be
scized, together with as many of the latteals on both sides as had not
made themselves searce. The planter would remain at liberty, for,
being a Furopean, he was not subject criminally to the mofussil o
provincial jurisdiction.  The zemindar and the servants on both sides,
the ryots, and the latteals would be kept in arrest till tried for the
affray, and then mostly be sentenced to further long terms of impri-
soinment.

The high interest and other charges of agency houses from whom
the planters derive their funds, and the uncertainty of the indigo crop
in Bengal, partly from natural causes and partly for want of Govern-
ment support, prevent the planters generally from paying to the ryots
enough to make the cultivation of indigo more profitable than rice.
The planter is also cheated in every possible manner. :

APPENDIX B.

THL PROSECUTION OF THE REV, JAMES LONG.

. About six months ago, when the Indigo controversy was at its
height, a copy of a Bengali drama called the N Darpan was sent to
the Rev. Jumes Long of the Church Missionary Society, who was
then out in tents in the Baraset district. The work appeared to re-
present the Native opinion on the Indigo system, and a desire was ex-
pressed by several persons of influence that it should be translated and
published. ‘

. . Mr. Long had previously distinguished himself by lis zeal and
industry in the work of improving the popular Vernacular Literature,
and had, on mauy oceasions, called the attention of Government and of
others to the imniense and growing importance of the Nutive Press.
Iis connection, therefore, with this work was nothing remarkable.
Ilq and others‘ regarded it as an expression of Nativg opinion, anc
believed that it was, necessary that the Indigo question should be

* From the Caleutta Christian Observer of August 1861,
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judged not solely by the arguments, or in reference to the interests, of
the Planters and the papers that espoused their cause, but also with
due reference to the feelings and interests of the cultivators of the soil,

When the work was translated at the reguest and published at
the expense of the Secretary to the Bengal Government, about a
dozen copies were sent from the Bengal Office to persons in India,
and about a hundred and fifty copies were sent home. All these
were sent out under the Government frank. This was a grave in-
discretion, and the Planters who had been watching very eagerly
took advantage of @. Their first course was to denounce the drama
as infamously obscene, so that they excited a strong prejudice against
it, and against those who were charged with putting it into circula-
tion; and then they declared it to be grossly libellous, and thus they
checked its circulation. No one, after that, was disposcd to give away
any copies; and the mass of the undistributed copies appears to have
remained in the Bengal Office. Very few persons therefore have scen
the work : most men take it for granted that it is as foul and as ob-
scene as the newspapers represent. Butin fact it is not so. The
original contains many most cbjectionable passages, but such passages
are far too common in all Oriental works. Nearly all of these seem to
have been struck out by Mr. Long from the translation, and very little
remains to warrant the outery. But in the native author’s preface
there remained a short passage referring to the Newspapers that sup-
ported the Planters, and inferring that they were paid to do so.

The landowners’ and Commercial Association (in which the Indi-
go Planters’ Association is merged) met, and resolved to pay for an
indictment of the printer. This was said to be done as a preparatory
measure With a view to indict afterwards those who had employed hinw
They *seem, however, to have thought that, as.regards the lanters,
there was very little ground for a prosecution, as they used the name
of the Kditor of the Englishman as the person aggrieved, and in their
Indictment based their principal count on the passage in the preface
which we have mentioned. This was certainly strange ; for the license
the local press had taken in discussing the Indigo question was such
that nothing more unlikely could be conceived than the appearance
of the Editor of one of the Calcutta papers as complainant against
others. There must have been great mistrust of the other charges
against the Nil Darpan, or this course of putting forward the English-
man never would have been adopted.

The printer on being indicted gave up the name of Mr. Long.
Mr. Long never had concealed his connection with the work, and he
authorized the printer to say so. Soon after, Mr. Long published the

following statement :—
STATEMENT. BY THE REV. JAMES LONG.

1. Great publicity having been given to my connection with the publication of s
translation of the Nil Durpan, I beg leave to submit a brief statement on the subjecs
for consideration. I have to apologise if this statement appears egatistical—but it is
written in self-defence. I have been usguiled by name, and with great wvirulence, by
the newspapers that support the Tudigo system, during the lus.t fitteen months, and
within the last few weeks I have been threatened with a prosecution for libe) by the
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proprietor of the Englishman and by the Planters. 1 write therefore to explain my
true position. .

2. During the Jast ten years of my residence in Caleutta I have been led by cir-
cumstances to take a very deep and active interest in that which has excited much
attention of late in England—the Vernacular Press, as an exponent of the views and
Jeelings of the masses, and as a medium for working on those masses for their improve-
ment. I lave also been in connection with the Vernacular Literature Society during
the lust eight years, as well as with the great cause of Vernacular Education.

My peculiar position in Calcutta has brought me more in contact with the native
press than other Missionaries, and this has led me as a member of the Christian
School Book and Vernacular Literature Societies, to compile three volumes in Bengali
of Selections which T made from the native press. I have also had to examine various
Bengali manuscripts, and to edit works. '

While occupied in this manner, my duties to the south of Caleutta and itinerant
work in other districts, have brought me”into close intercourse with the agricultural
population and have forced practically on my notice their wants and woes. I have
there a class of teachers and readers whom I am educating through the Vernacular;
for these I must provide mental food; and thus my Missionary position, as well as
my intense conviction of the paramount importance of a sound indigenous literature,
has compelled me to attend so much to Vernacular publications.

T have reason to believe that my humble efforts in this cause have not been with-
out success, and I have been much encouraged by letters received from Missionaries,
Civilians and intelligent natives on this subject. In fact at the present time it is
evident, there is a wide and increasing sphere of usefulness in working the native
press. Ihave been frequently applied to by Rajahs and others to send them a collec~
tion of useful Bengali books for libraries, and in many other ways I have laboured to
make known the resources of the native press.

3. Thave neverreceived, nor would I take from Government or any other party,
one cowrie as pay for services in this way—looking on them as part of my work—as &
branch of Missionary literary work, Government, however, have encouraged me by
publishing some of my Reports on the Native Press. In 1855, they published in the
Selections of the Bengal Government my “Return of Authors and Translators in
Vernacular Literature, &c.;" of this 800 copies were printed by the direction of Sir
F. Malliday; and of my “Classified Catalogue of 1,400 Bengali Books and Tracts”
(which was also published in 1855) 300 copies were subseribed for by Government, so
that the work paid its expenses. ~ Of my Returns relating to the Vernacular Press in
1859, Govermmnent also published 500 copies. I have renson to know that these have
been of use to the friends of Missions and of Education in India, England, and even
in Germiany, and that they have called serious attention to the subject of the native
press.

4. At my suggestion, the Hon'ble Mr. Beadon, when Secretary to the Bengal Go-
vernment, issued orders requiring annual returns of the Vernacular publications
in Bengal. I strongly urged on Sir F. Halliday, when Lieutenant Governor, the
appointent of a curator of the native press to supply full information respecting its
progress; a proposition that met his full concurrence and was only rejected by the
Supreme Government on financial grounds, Inmy examination of native books I was
struck with the open way in whicl obscene books were sold, and the number that
were thus putin circulation in Caleutta. I therefore brought the subject before the
Legislative Council, and o law was passed on the subject, which has worked well in
this city. A Bengali Education Gazette has also been established, and T had much to do
with the procuring for it the pecuniary support of Government. This has proved &
very useful means of diffusing sound information amone the native population.

The constant activity of the native press has led ne to urge on Christian men in
every way, both by pen and word, the pressing need of a Christian Vernacular
Literature, and of Vernacular Eduaeation. = An a petitle for knowledge is arising, but
the people Tausg have healthy food, It may be said, why should a Missianary meddle
with these things 2 The simple answer is, that there appeared to be scarcely any one
else who took sufficient interest in them, and fow who had from circumstances such

fucilities a3 I bad for gaining information. I should have been very thankful if & lay-
wan had been available to relieve me of such duties,
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i ith this subject, when new vernacular books of special interest
nppeg, IC(::rIlmi(r}ltlt%I:a ﬂ%ﬁ of sendiri]g them as tndices of the native mind to ;}Ilssxon-
aries, Educationists, and Government Officials, without reference to the cmrech;ess
of the sentiments of the works, in order that such persons may observe t}?ed c%rregzt of
popular feeling, Thus, two clever wor}ks in defence of H“‘d"‘sr{i _appeared a é)\i ‘ :stvo
years ago in Calcutta. 1 sent notice of them, and nearly every Missionary in Calcutta
purc}é:a}sed coge;‘ o the late Court of Directors sent orders to Calentta to provide for
the Inzl)?ayl—eause iibmry copies of all ori ginal publications in Bengali. "I was Iaske%
to procure them, and 1did so. Itis only a fortnight ago since, at hls req.uelslxti3 s;enli
to Professor Williams, the Boden Sanskrit Professor of Qxford, copies of a X en,:,as
translations of Sanskrit texts. I have f}‘uﬁi boo}(s sent, in the same way to Benares,

i : various parts of Bengal. ) ] .
Lhd%apu(’(’Ellxn'tclllzg‘;’n?(‘:(\i/iew of m(rz)king kuown the lendency of the native mmd‘, I have
inserted from time to time in the Hurkaru newspaper, articles qalledf“ the isplrll':' of
the Native Press,” and with the same object Ibroughtto the notlceho hs'e‘}’;;m }l)a r::;,
last year & Bengali Drama called the Nil Da"l}’a"v which t{:);m‘q' ighly co WTI ,
appeared to give the Native view of the effects of the IndrlgO 1 nntmgdsy\zgexp. r'e]:
dispute bad hitherto related to the opinions of Civilians, Merc antsi an lb -1ss;onaT|hi. ;
but some were anxious to know the tone of the native press on the subject.

- work was already in circulation among the Native population, and several persons

3 ransluled, for the information of those to whom it
expressegla (:i;;rfffu;; zft;'z}:l(:ll‘i‘tla?zfitn‘;h‘rve fe’e{;ng. It {‘:as as an illustration of natwve
wa.;‘ 4 ;;n(fnot for the purpose of controversy, that attention was attracted to this
fecb;'ng’tion . but of course in a work like this Drama, whlch‘, as stated in the' Intro-
gﬁctigi is a’vowedly published ¢o depict the I.ndigo system as viewed by the Na‘twesf at
large éhere are statements and passages which the purer and more.reﬁ(r;e‘d t:s{eﬁ (t) an
Eurof)ean wounld reject. Every man, however,_ who 1s acq}xamted with ngnha ext‘a-
ture, knows how prominent these defects are in many Oriental works of high reputa-
tion_’ In the English translation of the Nil Darpan, the coarserhpaisjcilges gegg
expunged or softened, and I regret that any that have given offence sb;)u ! ave gne
inadvertently allowed to remain. But any one who will take the trouble to examlh
m original will find that a good deal has been omitted. With ref‘erenlcle to the

assace in the native author’s preface as to two newspapers, insinuating that t iy Zvlgrﬁl
Ilinﬂer? the influence of the Planters, I never could haw_'[‘el 1m§lg1.ne(%ﬁzl:;1; ea(r:g t.henas fm
importance to the imputation, The insign : of
xx::gteitngl;lg t?xtzt?rcl}ée:wrtri?e, (a thousand rupegs orf.f:l'g(),).seeins% to exhibit at once
7 iy lied to newspapers of wide circulation.
the f('j[l‘llz’agfntxl;'e 151}::;3: i?xs 2g?deertal«xin;_g top p}:));s the translation through the press was
t malevolent, may be inferred from the'conclusmn of 'the Introduction written
o “ It i’s the earnest wish of the writer of these lines that ha.rmony may be
by r?(; stablished between the Planter and the Ryot, that mutugl interests may
‘;)’.’efi”t‘l{leetwo classes toeether, and that the European may be in the I\IOquS}I
tlig rotecting Agis of tlfe peasants, who may be. able to flh each ln;zmI und?r htlg
P d tamarind tree, none daring to make him afraid.” T would also refer

m:mg?(;l ’ ce given before the Indigo Commission in which I admitted the improve-
:::Zn?éf el[::,te ygeax-s in the chamcterhot' th_? Plt:‘u'\;;:lers, atnd expressed my view that the

the ewvils o e system. ) .
com?ve?);sggluflgell)ii:: It],{x]:)l:gugl)ﬂy;in the truth of {ord W. Bentinck's maxim ‘1‘ Illdlil;
must f)e nllaz,mned at present by Native agency under Luropean S}:};en;l)xfu‘t}?‘; 22:315
But in order tg maintain that European superiority, and on the l;;mllcxp:; of fus eat ab
hoste doceri I believe it would be most useful for European of;1 awc laéssn iian o then-
selves now and then in the mirror of the Native Press. Lord g entir ck thought
! he allowed its criticisms on himselt an(l. lus_adrgmls‘tra ion,— nnS} ring

50 when he 3 and safety valve for the public mind. So did 1he. Marquis o
IItI::gn:: :v'}'leix in 1818, he patronised the Serampore Darpan, by 5“.'"““? it tz;:xe':
culate for one-fourth the ordinary postage. That paper 'wm; un(‘l‘e'r..l\l_lss%nm y :::] nage.
ment and often contained extraé:ts from llg atlvebpape;? :Eic; _)[') :}; ::utsll;ilagui;z}; ans and
mber reading in old numbers er, tr nost

g(t)t‘g:l::igts‘ ﬁ‘()Ix:ill?ee Bhaskar and Chandrika, one part of which represented an Lng
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lish Judge drinking brandy on the bench, and speaking a language none could under-
stand, while his amlahs were busily engaged receiving bribes. The late Rev. W,
Morton, a Missionary, frequently made translations from the Native newspapers, giving
extracts kostile to Missionaries and others, 1 was requested three years_ago by the
Missionary  Conference of Calcutta, to compile a tract giving the opinions of the
Native Dress for and against Christianity, in ovder that Missionavies might know the
real state of the Nutive mind,

That this resard to Native opinion is not inconsistent with a zealous support
of Dritish interests, may be proved by a reference to the Hon, F. Shores’ most valu-
able “ Notes on Indian Affairs” No one more boldly advocated the settlement of
Europeans in India thirty years ago than he did, and no one more ably pleaded for
their services being used by the State as Justices of the Peace, yet few men ever
dwelt more faithfully on the effects produced on the Native mind by the misconduct
of his countrymen. . .

7. It is said that to meddie with such subjects as Indigo isnot consistent with the
charucter of a élergyman, 1 would ask, is not the preservation of peace in India one
of his duties? Iere in this country is a small number of Kuropeans in the midst of
a vast body of Natives. Tew of the former know anything of the Native language,
or of Native feeling; a volcano may he forming beneath their feet, and dark clouds
may be gathering on the horizon of India. Is the avatchman then who gives warning
to be counted an enemy ?  If a clergyman knows of a state of Native fecling that may
end inbloodshed, is he to give no information of it ? It is admitted that in the Indigo
districts there was and (s a state of feeling of this sort.  How is it to be brousht to
the notice of officials and men of influence, to put them on their guard ? Surely the
Native press well indicates what is going on beneath the surface, and is ¢éne of the
safest guides to genuine Native opimon. I solemnly declare that I know nothing
more important for the future security of Earopeans inIndia and the welfare of the
country, than that all classes of Europeans should watch the barometer of the Native
mind. I feel strongly that peace Jounded on the contentment of the Native population
is essential to the welfare of India, and that it is folly to shut our eyes to the warnings
the Native Press may give. The late Honble J. Wilson folt that the views of the
Native Press were deserving the notice of even the highest authority, for he organized
as an essential part of his official establishment, the office of a paid translatorship
which supplies the authorities by means of translations, with the views of the native

ress in Bengali, Urdu, Persian, Tamud, &e., on Government Financial nicasures,—I
Eave lately read in those translations some bitter philippics against Government meg.-
sures. The Bombay Governme

ut obtains information respecting the native press from
the Persian Translator's Omfice, and | have reason to believe that ere long similar

measures may be sanctioned by the Government of India for Bengal. The Licute-
nant-Governor in his recent letter to My, Fergusson, Secretary of the Indigzo Planters’
Assaciation, says, referring to this Nil Darpan, “How can the knowledge of respect-
able officials or other European gentlemen of the existence of such indications of
popular feeling as this, be anything but a security against actual sedition and breaches
of the peace ?”  Well, would it have been for India had the mutterings of the native
press been earlier attended to before the mutiny ! They were neglected and men
slept quietly over the brink of a volecano. Had translations been made Srom the
witwe press of the Agra Presidency, indicating the state of Jeeling towards Govern~
ment a year before the muting, and had these boen communicated to official and other
influential persons, it is possible that Europeans might not have been taken so unqwares
with all their arsenals in sepoy hands, 1 was in the Agra Presidency a few months
before the mutiny, and was mueh struck wit

I nd wa t ; _h the contempt with which influentig}
parties regarded any indications of native opimion a8 expressed by the native press.

Similarly in 1853 when exploring the lanes and gullies of Delhi, in search of Verna-
cular books, T was impressed with the prodigious activity of the Moslem mind, and F
left Delhi with the intense convietion that the combustible materials were gathering
and only required the match to be applied to them. ° ©
8. A Missionary is pledged—in fact it is his work—to rear an indigenous Chrig.
tianity. I have seen with deep sorrow how much of our Mission work in Bengal, is
still too much of a Rot-bed system, maint ds

o a ained at o heavy cost by the Junds of
Joreigners.  Christianity has as'yet made comparatively little way among the rural
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population of Bengal. In my own observation and expelemgnce 3‘5 of t(l)lf(? txﬂgstrp:;):
minent causes appe?u‘s to be the mental, moral and SOC“"I qgmt fglllle Vil Dar'y .
and here I must reiterate what I wrote in_the h\\trp( }1011()121 '](;.1 the Nt Dar pthé
“ Attention has of late years been directed by Christian Phi ‘:vhiclll)tile ouffon
condition of the ryots of Beugal, their teache'rs,.und the opprc::sl(m“ibilit ofyamelinr-’-

lusion arrived atis, that therg is llL.tle prospect or possi ! y1 : o
an’d th,e oren -ll moral, or spiritnal condition of the ryot w1t|x(_)ut giving him security
atfnlg tlxedmellt«l. It tile Bengal ryot is to be treated as a serf, or a mere squat‘tel‘y
of lana ]P ! te“-m-e.the missionary, the schoolmaster, even the Developer of the rgsouhlces
g; %i{l}qﬂ 1);;);111] ?‘i’!’ld their work like that of Sisyphus—vain and useless. Statistics have

<y

proved that in France, Switzerland, Holand, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark, Saxony, the

; cecuri ° ure, he enjoys on his small
education of peasant, a.h?":l“-mﬁ tt}z'fn;:%;;ty 31";’!1[1’;‘;;?7;71(1 ,clecml_z}] Iz);bz'is, Sostered a
farm, has en(ioul‘ffgeq “'l ({zl;;(’l‘l:(i)g;al cv;nforts,,-cherished a spirit of }.Lealthy and active
respect for propert m‘;‘? et/xe cultivation of the land, lessencd pauperism, and re(zdered
;ZZ ef)izz;: cf:velifzgnt): erevolutibn, and friends of Qf'zlcr. Even Russia is carrying out
a grand scheme of self -e."la"CI’P‘:l“”fthiflhls:s,;{?:f;;t' evils were great obstacles to the
It was the conviction bl ce Church Missionary Society and its friends
iffusion of the Gospel, which led the Church Missions Dy the West
dlﬁ}m-m ; ive part in promoting the abolition of the slave-tra Toiod
to take an fo }\t a, and in the protection of native rights in New Zealand, anc
Indies and Wost ”C{',' d Wesleyan Missionary Societies to wage a crusade
whigh inducedI tHeﬂ ‘gﬁ)‘f;t‘ ‘ltr[‘munh their Missionaries were impriso'ne_d by t‘.he ?l}:}mte'rs
?ga‘;n:u‘i(x: s:n(’ll rl)t‘hexz colonies. The same view# have led Christian” CLurches in
g i ir voices against slavery. . )
Amesr)]ca ‘t\(}}lnqlleS% ::3:11'2tv:lzacxzstﬁ;:;;sginadveZtence rer}?arks ‘k}ythe ?zatt;)ve }R;itlh% ;l)tp\zglclf
i e e 2 remain in the preface of the [ s
offence Im? k)efll;ll?l;l‘l?l’(;v: tIiltltllnewl?lge%;)l11)6(!)1(1 of a recurrrzance of similar madvertG(ence "f
ag;nt;‘catli:{nuwith ‘illlliV'id\lﬂl European responsibilitly, afi I tr}:;t thastutiatr:b%gn%;};i lis(;:,;xf:rlrt
o i ‘ 1 servants employed with a s le establ
ment will have 02? k(;fert)?:‘lf tﬁgzuﬁ:{:}ties acq}minted with native opinion llln its Bea::
for the purpn‘sel questions, But while I regret the pubhcatl‘on throlll’g n"‘” geto
ings on genera ! {-eséions or passages that have given oﬂ"et.lce, _I.must elzzl owe °
tence of ;3‘"y1e§\pseem strance thabt any complaints on this spbject shou! progfzoem
stdd, that ¢ é’o;sutta new.spa;er.g that have supported the Indigo sys’t{emi] (t)rI "
from those alcl circulated ¢ Brahmins and  Pariahs,"—for I think t ak _rtflhz'a
the Planters w! °n who has resided here since the beginning of 186(), and as dl e
appeal to any math annals of modern controversy, greafer virulence an )1k.
remembers mh of ansl of the Plunters have exhibited n their repeatqdh attz}zlc s
terness than 1 int fhe Missionnries, and those officers of Government with w o?
on the Goverm;l've’ Deen dissatisfied. 1 might append to this statement lnlumeroll‘ (;
measures they ml erimonious extracts from those papers, and leave ail candi
most violen? a'fltf ﬂ“ liberty of the press has not been abused, and if native uf iters
men to judge if leEuro ean contemporaries any example of moderction. .n_m);
have seen '+ ”felrﬂ J ca,szt)z of Mr. Bomwetsch, some of our friends wished flctlon-f
own case and] o Is;ibtuted but we have been’ content Inthertp, as the officers o
for libel to 1)-e lnbeen t«’) bear the revilings of those journals in silence. ¢ in the
Government m‘{)ee '1“1‘)“‘9(1 that T vouch for the entire trl{th of every statemen the
10, Ithes fhlr:m of the kind. I never meant to doit. ' he case of a re_sp?lced
Drama. I dono ant proprietor happy in his family till the Indigo system C(l)mI;e ed
able ryot or peasmq sndllhat case alone, is declared to be pointed ?{“t m'ﬂan,tua;,
him to take ﬂdvanlc?e\;én this limited statement was not meant to be ltla 'c?rthIt how :ny
plain bat true. 1 1; was intended, all that ought fairly to be dedu]sel_, f}b tha e:fr‘fl‘e :1;1 6&;’
e Alllt;u«; to general opinion, and popular report andh e]l)e , the o s
insmncef, aceorting {;at.ive families has been as ruinous as the Drama repr .("lve;.
the Indigo system Onmmtions being everywhere current and believed amongt!lﬁll o
Such or similar re]’)restier‘ such rep;esenrations are entirely true or only P?‘;eh e}; s lé
they ought not, w!leoncealed by any who desire the peace und 7”?’0“_""‘3 of peop
e T L i
] 2 ) .

J. LONG.
Calcutta, June 20th, 1861.
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It is well known that on the appearance of this statement, most
moderate men in Calcutta, including not a few of the merchants, and
even some membersof the Landowner’s Association, wished the prosecu-
tion to be discontinued. But the counsels of the more violent pre-
vailed, and on the 19th July, the Supreme Court beheld “ its first
State trial.”  So it has been called. The Government and the Civil
Service, wildly as they have been assailed, have never attempted to
prevent discussion either by criminal or civil proceedings. It was
reserved for those who, if they had ever been indicted for libel, would

have raised an indignant shout of defiance and derision, to introduce -

into the Courts of India the process of an indictment for libel: and
they did so with every advantage. The law has been so amended at
home that a defendant may justify himself by proving the truth of
his statements: there is no such law in this country. The Landowners’
and Commercial Association had it all their own way, and were able
to enact one of those scenes which most men believed to have passed
away for ever with the domination of Lord Lldon.

Prior to the trial, however, several of the principal Natives pre-
sented to Mr. Long the following Address:

To trE Reverenp J. LoNg.

Str,—We, the undersigned, have perused with attention the Statement, which you
have lately published, explanatory of your connection with the Nil Darpan, a work of
fiction, illustrative of the feelings of the people of Bengal, on the subject of Indigo
Planting, as carried on in this part of the country.

The part which you have for years together taken in the advancement of Verna-
cular Literature and in the dissemination of the views and feelings of the Natives on
topics of administration and social improvement, as reflected through the medium
of the Vernacular press, has justly entitled you to the gratitude of all classes of the
native community, notwithstanding the difference of religious sentiment between you
and them; and we believe the caumse of good government has been not alittle
furthered by your industrious application in bringing those sentiments and feelings
to the knowledge of the governing Authorities, aud the local European Public.

Constituted, as the British Indian Government is, it is needless for us to dwell on
the importance of consulting in matters of legislation and administration, native opi-
nion and native feelings expressed in whatever form and through what medium soever,
but we beg leave to state that we fully endorse your opinion that “ peace founded on
the contentment of the native population is essential to the welfare of India, and that
it is folly to shut our eyes to the warnings the native press may give.”

We are persuaded, Sir, that the part you have taken in carrying through the
press the translation of the Nil Darpan bas been in perfect accordance with your cher-
1shed convictions as to the importance of enlightening the European mind here on the
contents of the Vernacular Press, and we have therefore observed with pain and
sorrow the bitter personal controversy in the newspapers to which your laudable efforts
in this direction have given rise.

That the Nil Darpan is a genuine expression of Native feeling on the subject of
Indigo Planting we can with confidence certify. We are aware that there are passages
in the original put into the mouths of females and others, which may grate on the ears
of men of cultivated taste, but such passages only express the thoughts and ideas
current i the order of society painted in the work, Tf, however, an occasional indeli-
cacy of expression should be a reason for the suppression of a work of fiction, we fear
the most ancient and the best classies of our land, which are so Justly valued, all the
world over, would remain sealed frqm public vjew; and, judged by the same standard,
there are not a few of the master-pieces of European genius, both ancient and modern,
which would suffer from the ordeal. We, however, apprehend that the open censure
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with which your effort has been visited is simply the result of an interested and fac-
tious opposition. i . . ) -
We have deemed it due to pnt you in possession of this expression of our opinion
on this important question, in the belief that it may be the: means of correcting Fhe
wrong impression which we have been sorry to find entertmped, viz. that the ‘nnpve
cmm:\mitv do not consider the Nil Darpun as an embodiment of _popu']ar feeling,
and that they do not appreciate the motives which actuated you to bring its contents
to the knowledge of the European public. Nothing could be more mistaken than this,
and we do sinc:rely trust and hope that this letter will remove the nusappreheuswn
so much to be lamented. .
We have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servants,
(S4.)  Rapuakant, Rasa Banaour,

Rasa Kavt Krisuxa BAnapur,

Rasa Narenpra Krisixa,

Bansu Ramanatu TAGORE,

And forty-three principal Natives of Calcutta.*

The trial was conducted fairly enough by the counsel for the pro-
gecution. He had no difficulty in proving, what Mr. Long had never
denied, that he had published the work, and had cause(} it to be dis-
tributed to many persons whom he beheved to be deep y{mterested in
the condition of the people of this country. We will not com-
ment on the charge of Sir Mordaunt Wells, except to motice one

i He told the Jury that he would not pronounce whether the
pm'-)]:' was a libel or not, but state the law and }eave that question
Zvnotlirely to them; vet he went on in terms, and in a manner mreg/

itnessed on the DBench, to denounce _both {llr. .Long” and the work.
?IlL;Iz ’ )ovke of the latter as a * foul and disgusting libel,” and used other
sitiiilu' expressions. The .chiet'_p'assage that he dwelt %n 2:;/;1}? d%;‘mrlt
with by the Chief Justice in deciding a po.mt'of law on the e e
from the Hurkaru, which, _this instance, gives one o the
quo‘t'e uoted by the Judge; but, for the most part, the public have
pasad{?‘&‘; (%n z'qnor‘ance of the extracts of the work quoted in the; in-~
ﬁ??tlm:{:t and by the Judge. The particular passage we now refer to

: European la(ly — ) ) )

mentTlonShﬂJ econdpcount found by the jury is that the publication was intentional,

.1\m'v the $ alicions, written and published for the purpose of lowering them in
that 18, 1k was ;‘nihe ulﬁic and society.  (His lordship here read an extract from
the estimation ¢ Dore)q this not show that the Indigo Planters as a bod.y had exer-
the P“bhcfmm}.) r iM{ucnce ovor the Magistrates, to induce them to give decisions
cised an improp® Now what wonld be supposed if one of the Judges of this Court
contrary 0 law ! <-Eed in that way ? 1t appears tome that this passage Is suflicient
was saidl to have 2 f the two allegations, and to be capable of such an interpretation
to support elthe{q(.)mer; into disrepnte.  Mr. Eelinton, I think, has sca.rcelrv arzued
as to briug the f:l~st .zn't of this allegation, 1s'het,11e1"the words in this hpel_ were
in respect to the v 'g)mtntion on the whole body of the Dlanters. And lt)IS not
sufficient to cast an U Irt to say whether the words are suflicient to bring the Plunters
necessary for the C‘;ﬁe first part of this Jibel has been referred to by Mr. Iiglinton
into (}1scred1t. NO‘;'t -4 set out in page 66 of the pqxnphlet, and 1 vglll read it,
® bc?‘nf)gfsfﬁe' Did not the Magistrate say, he will come here this day ?

gah.

« A subsequent address was sent in signed by 3,000 natives.

M
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« Jamadar.~No, Sir, he has four days more to come. At Sachigunge on Satur-
day, they have a Champagne-party and ladies’ dance. Mrs. Wood can never dance
with any other, but our Saheb; and I saw that, when I was a bearer. Murs. Wood
is very kind: through the influence of one letter, she got e the Jamadary of the
Jail.”

That is the wife of Mr. Wood, and through her influence the bearer got the
Jemadari-ship ot the Jail, and the Magistrate was the only person with whom she
would dance, and that in consequence of the Champagne-party probably the Magis-
trate would not come.  Now, whether this wonld lead fairly to the inference that Mrs.
Wood would improperly influence the Magistrate, is a question which the Jury have
already decided. Mrs. Wood is the character in the play, and is deseribed as the wife of
an Tudigo Planter.  But it iy said that this does not mean a Planter’s wife, and stll
he is asked to look into this mirror and sec his reflection. It must therefore be taken
that it is one of the Indigo Planters, and that it means to impute a general course of
conduct of the whole body, and that they did by such means exercise an undune in-
fluence over the Magistrate of the distriets. In my opinion it Is incapable of bearing
any other interpretation.  Supposing it was published that the Judges of this Court
had, when a suit was pending, received such a lefter from one of the ltizant parties,
would it not be said that an improper influence had been exercised over them ?  Are
not Magistrates in the country entitled to the same protection as this Court? It ap-
pears to me that it is doing as great an mjustice to the Indigo Planters to say that
they used an improper influence over the Magixtrates through their wives, as it would
be to say that the Judges of this court had, while suits were pending, received such
a letter from one of the litigant parties. Theu the question is whether there is any-
thing in the libel to show that any 1mputation, independent of that influertce over the
magistrates, had been cast to bring into contempt the admmistration of Justiee in
the mofussil.”

. The Chief Justice, it will be observed, treats this passage 23
imputing undue influence and nothing more ; but Sir Mordaunt’s
imagination coloured it, till he found himself able to represent to the
dJury that the wives of the Planters generally were charged with the
worst offences, and on this subject he commented in very violent
language.

) We may leave our readersto judee if it be not true that the na-
tives do misunderstand the friepdly and famikiar intimacy which exists
between the sexes in Christian Society ; and if it be just to impute an
intention foully. to libel our countrywomen, to every one who re-
publishes a native work in which this misunderstanding appears? T

, ;

Sir Mordaunt’s ru}es are to be adopted, no native works should b
published  for the information of the European community, till every
tlm?g charaeteristic of their native origin is carefully eliminated from
their pages.

After am arpument by Mr. Long’s cou

Mr. Long read the following statement ;—
ADDRESS OF THE REVEREND J. LONG TO THE COURT BEFORE

My Lorn,—As the result of this trial involy
beyond the sphere of Caleutta, or even of Indi
consideration, the following points referr
in publishing the Nil Darpan:—

Tried by the mode of acriminal prosecution, in i

ourt, I had no o ty ¢
make a personal statement to the Jury. I can onfy state, previous to g;::;tu};:szin;
sentence, what is personal to myselt as to the motives which actuated me to publis]
t‘he .Nzl Darpan, on th'e gmund.? of my being a Migsionary,—an expounder of nativ¢
feeling a3 expressed in the native press,—a friend to securing peace for Europesns ¥

the country—and a friend to the social elevation of the nativgs. P

nsel in arrest of judgment

SENTENCE WAS PASSED
es consequences extending fa
. a, I beg to submit, for your Lordship’
Ing mainly to the motives which actuated m
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My Lovd, it is now more than tweaty years since I came to India. During that
period, I have never appcared in a Conrt of Justice as plaintifl’ or defendant ; my
occupations have been of a very different character, and my time has been spent
chietly among natives, engaged in vernacular teaching, in the charge of a body of
Native Christians, and in the promotion of Christian vernacular literature, These
pursuits, along with my interest in the rural population, called my attention to the
vernacular press of India, its uses and defects, as well as its being an exponent of the
native mind and feeling. It is In connection with the latter branch of my labours,
that I appear here to-day as publisher of the Nil Darpan, which I edite‘l with the
view of informing Europeans of influence, of its contents, as giving natice populur
opinion on the Indigo question. The work, {the English translation I mean,) was not
got up at the suggestion of nalives, or even with their knowledge, and was not circu-
lated among them. It was commenced at the request of others.  Many of the re-
marks of Mr., Peterson, the Council for the prosecution, are strongly in my favour,
because if, ag he stated, the work was so injurious in its vernaculur dress, was I not
doing a public service by making such a workknown in English ? But not in Calcutta,
where it might only lead to more bitter controversy, und where mew's interests are so
converned, that all representations would have beew useless, producing trritation not coi-
viction I circulated it chefly among mer of influence in England and those con-
nected with the British legislature, whicl, to the oppressed of whatever eolowr or
¢ country, has always afforded sympathy and redress. I have aimed for the lust ten
years in my leisure honrs to be an exponent of native opinion in its bearing on the
spiritual, soeial, and intellectual welfare Qf' natives of this land; as, for instance, when
applied to on the part of the Court of Directors seven years ago, to procure for their
Library, copies of all original works in Bengali or as when lately, I sent to Oxfurd,
by request, copies of all Bengali translations from the Sanscrit; or, When'I have
procured for missionaries, Government, Rajas, &c., vernacular books of all kinds—I
should have been a strange person, indeed, had my opinions harmonised with all the
chaos of opinion, tn these various publications.—Why, at the request of missionaries
I have procured anti-Christian works for them, as they wished to know what was
written against Christianity, .
I am charged with slandering English women in the Nil Darpan.  Now, waiving
the point that it is only planters’ wives the native author refers to—1 myself believe
planters’ wives are as chuste as any other females of Tinglish society India, and it
was my impression that even putting the worst construction on the passage the :mtl.\orpn]y
referred to some exceptionad cases, not giving them as specimens of a class of fe}naleg.
The view however that [ and others who know ariental life, have taken of this part
relating to females s, that it gives thie castern notion of the high indelicacy of any
woman who exposes her face in public, or rides out in company with a gentleman.
I have heard such remarks made of my own wife; but I treated them as a specimen
of village ignorance. Sir J. Shore in his ¢ Notes on Indion Affuirs,” states instances
of a similar kind, and Lieatenant Burton, who weut disguised as a pxggm_n to Mecea,
mentions the greatest reproach the pilgrims there made against the English was, that
they shook hands with thewr neighbours’ wives ! —I regret, however, I did not append a
note of explanation to this part. _ ] ]

I hold in my hand the first drama ever ?.r:msla!ed, :nlad that by an 1llus.tr1f;us
Judge of this Court—Sir W. Jones, in order to give a view of Hmfiu saciety, similar
sorvice was rendered by Horace . W xlﬁo.n., by Dr. Taylor, and varions ot!ler pel.'5<.>ll':‘-
1 beg to say L was far from wishing to vx!xty })]zl))tcl‘;ﬂ‘g'ellc)‘:llly7 though laoll)llit‘&’l‘)uf{e:
conviction and enquiry opposed to the Inrligo system. 1 hus, when sunnntl»‘ne be (fn eD xl(,
Indico Commission, my evidence thpre was considered even by the planters’ friends
as moderate and free from invective. [ was elected a mewber of a sub-commiittee
of the Calcutta Missionary'Cnn{'erence to watch the progress of the Imh.g.?' contx:oll
versy, and it was never objected then that any of my ac‘uo.r;..sf“l.n con[n?: ion wit :
that Conference on this subject, were for the purpase of vili _}'mgah ave nelvliz(l1
lived near planters, nor have.I had any personal altercation with them, that wo

04 vindictive course. . L
Jead in;}t((: :liézdhllf;dyeds, yea thousands of Bengali hooks were subgntte(}i ll;y me
during the last ten years to the notice of 9Eu3*opeal{x of ylﬂﬂ”‘;’l‘?bwa{t elNllx d‘l‘(’l'l’li‘o’:
to be the only exception ? Andwherefore ? The ryot was a dumb animai who
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know his rulers’ Ianguage. And at the time of this A3l Darpan appearing matters
on the indigo controversy were ussuming a threatening aspect; so it was important
that men of influence should know that the wound was not « surface one, hut required
deep probing.  Could 1, as a clergyman, have withheld a work of this sort” which in-
dicated some of the causes of the deep-seated aversion of ryots toindigo cultivation ?
This work, the N Darpan, was sent to me as hundreds of vernzcular books have
been, because 1t is known in many quarters that I take a deep interest in vernacular
literature.  Here is an illustration’; these two vernacular books were sent to me a
few days ago from Benares—one Robinson Crusoe in Hindi, the other a Choral Book
in Urdn, * Alinost every week T receive new vernacular books, and [ make a point of
bringing them to the notice ot” Kuropeans on various gronunds. Siv I, Huliday honored
my “ Reports on the Vernaewlar Press” by publishing them ; so did the present Go-
vernment in the case of publishing my Sketeh of Vernacular Literature ; so «id the
Vernacular Literature, Religious Tract, and Clristian Tract and Book Societies shew
their confidence by publishing various works of mine.

U will now state the grounds why, as a clergyman opposed to war, I published the
Nil Durpun. My Lovd, four years only have elapsed, since Calcutta was waiting in
trembling anxiety for the result of the mutiny. Few could look with calmness on the
future, while watch and ward were kept all night by the citizens. Many felt then, as
Fhad dong felt before, how unsafe it was for the English to reside in India in ignor-
ance of and indiflerence to the current of nafive feeling. 'The mutiny, in common
with the Affghan war, has showed the English in India were generally unac-
quainted with it5 so, a short time previous to the mutiny, the Sonthal war
burst ot unexpectedly to the public. For a lmg period” were not thugsuee
and tortwre prevailing in India, without the English kuowing any thing of them ?
Had 1, as a wissionary, previous to the mutiny, been able to submit to men
of iutluence a native drama, which would have thrown lisht on the views of
sepoys aml native chiefs how valuable might the circulation of such a drama have
provad, uh'nwu«:h_ it. l_nighn ave censured severely the treatment of natives by
Buropeans; the indifference of sepoy officers generally towards their men; and the
poliey of Government to Native States! Such a drama might have helped to save
millicns of money and torrents of human blood. In Cabul, the authorities, throurh a
false seeurity, founded on iguorance of native opinion, entailed a loss of fifteen millions
sterling on the State and the damage of England’s prestive.  Has Caleutta forgotten
the lessons tanght by the muting? ¥ ask, was it very malicious to reveal to the govern-
ing race the lateut current of welive thought and foeling on the subject of ind;
was convulsing the whole country, and threatening it with anarchy,
assassination ¥ Wonld I have been justi il

1 digo, which
: ] icendinrism, and
o : ified to withhold eontributing my mite at
such a crixis to the great object of rousing men of influence by shewing them, from

. . . 3 o
A wtive soucee, that the dissatistaction was deep-seated, and that the wound must be
thorouohly probed hetore healing measures could be eflicacions ?

My Lovd, the muting has passed away ; who knows what is in the future ? And
as a clergyman and a friend to the p.eacguble residence of my countrymen in India,
I beg to state the following as a motive tor my editine such works as the Ni/ Darpun.
I, for years, have not been able to shut my eyes to what many able men see looming
in the distance. Tt may be distant, or it may be neav; but Russic and Russian i
Huense are rapidly approaching the froutiers of India. 1ler influence, so manifest
in Cabul twenty years ago, as shewn in a recent Parliamentary Blue Book, was
beginning to be felt in Indin during the last mutiny.  Now she goes on the principle of
divide et impeii i previous to invasion she gains over the native population in various

N . ™
countries to her side. Couwld I, then, as a cleroyman have watched with apathy
measures like those in comnnection with the indigo system which were Surthering this

! ! : X SR >
Russian ])(.)ll.‘lll, and which might lead to war and dissensions that wonld- retard tfor
a long period the progress nf x:chgmn, education and peaceful commerce ; I now
speuk merely my honest convietions on this point ; and T ask if’ this conviction has.
any toundation in reality as also §f there be any ground for another ag deeply rooted
in my mind sgethat mere izrmies can no more secare the English in India than they
establishied the dustrians in Italy would it not be my duty as a clergyman to help the
good vause of Peace, by shewing that the great work of peace in India could be best
secured by the contentment of the native Ppopulation, obtainable only by listening to their

The Caleutta Christian Observer on the Nil Darpan Controversy. 93

complaints as made known by the native press and by other channels. I pass over
French views in the East, but T say, forewarned is foreurmed, and even at the ex-
pense of wonunding their Seelings in order to secure their safety, I wish to see the at-
tention of my countrymen dirccted to this important subject.

As a missionary, I have a deep interest in seeing the faults of my countrymen
corrected ; for after a residence of twenty years in India, [ must bear this testimony
—that, of all the obstacles to the spread of Christianity in lml,x;‘x, one of the greatest
is the irreligious conduct of many of my own countrymen. Thousands of natives
have said to me, * We judge of the Christian religion by what your countrymen do,
not by what they say; by the life, not by the ductrine.” For twenty years 1 have,
as a missionary, been in close and confidential intercourse with natives of all classes.
Olten and often has my spirit been harrowed and almost crushed by a close view of
the condition of the ryot, his wauts :md.his. sufferings ; ghut out 'trom that abll!ty to
read, without which the pages of inspiration ave locked up fo him. I can see in the
improvement of his social coudition a means of enabling him to enjoy the lLight of
knowledge. I lave circulated many pamphlets in England, on *The ryot, his
teachers, and torturers,” and on the evils resulting from the ryots not having a sound
vernacular education. When I have not shrunk trom exposing many social evils to
which the ryot is subject, T beg to usk, conlid I have avoided, in my position
exposing his sufferings for resisting the indigo system ?

The Chief Justice here stopped Mr. Long, stating that the
Court were willing to hear anything that he had to address to them
in his defence.  That it was not the length of the matter he was now
reading, but its substance they objected to, asirrelevant. The remain-
der we give as from the MS. prepared by Mr. Long :—

Influential men in England have deeply sympathised with me on these points,
and have said * You and others that expose those recesses of human suffering and
degradation must let us kuow the results,” and I have been, my Log-d, amongst those
masses for years, and hope, as long as I luze, and have a l{l'alfl to thmk and a pen to
write, to advocate the social elevation of the masses as incidental with the progress
of mental and moval light. Should I not have been a traitor to th‘e religion I pro-
fessed, whose great Founder’s motto is, * The poor have the (‘mspel preached to
them,” had [ not availed myself of all legitimate opportunities to bring the wants and
sufferings ot the ryots, and the feelings and views of natives generally to the notice
of men who had the power of remedying them ? It may be called too political 2
course, a3 SOME NOW undaly restrict tln.u; term ; Dhut (,In-lstmml.:_y n;se)li is I)()]‘Itlc:.ll in
the extended sense; for in the early ages it assailed the slavery of the Roman me‘n‘e 3
in the middle ages it afforded an asylumn fo t}le serfs against the oppressions of thye
feudal chiefs; at the period of the Reformation it brought fieedom to the peasant’s
home; and in modern days it has 211)0115136(1 slavery in th‘e West I]ld'l(’.s 1 l.las
protested against American slavery, and is now t!u-mﬂvmg its 1.namle of protection
round the aboriginal tribes throughout the world. In IS..')G, I delivered an address in
Caleutta to the friends of Missions on * Peasunt degradation an oblsgztclc to G()S!)(‘El pro-
pagation.’ —~No one then ohjected to that address on the ground of’ its being politieal,

My Lord, [ am sustained in Lhis.com‘se by the (;()llvicti(vns of I trust an en.l.ight,_
ened conscience, and confidently re!ymg on the goutmued S_s"mpur_hy of many trx‘ends
" both among the Luropean :mq native community, anfl ot all in India :\lnr'l Great
Britain, who desire to sec. India governed, not mc_r«:ly for the Eulvantage of its fluc-
tnuting pupulationﬁ‘o‘m Europe, 'but; for the benefit of, and with considerate regard
for, the feelings and Interests of the 180,000,000 natives over whom st_l'el('hes the
Aigis of the Queen and P;u-]mm.cnt, I lfnovg I shall have tl}e sympathy of good men
the friends of the natives in Iudin and in England, :md' of all th.ﬂse thronghout the
world who believe in the indissoluble connection of spivitual and intellectual improve-
lm,nfMy Lord, a Court of Law has decided‘ that the work is a libel, m‘I. it is my duty
to submit to that verdict and fo act acc‘t;rdzu.(;rl‘l/. ‘l\ly conscience conviets me, how-
ever, of no moral offence or of any affence deservmgf lhq langnoge us(;’({ in your Log'rl-
ship's charge to the Jury. But I dread the eflects of this pre’icut. This work being
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alibel, then the exposure of any social evil, of caste, of polygamy, of Kulin Brahminism,
of the opium trade, and of any other evils which are supported by the interests of
classes of men, may be treated as libels too, and thus the great work of moral, social
and religious reformation may bhe checked. ’

My remarks are ended, my Lord.

Then followed Sir Mordaunt Well’s scntence in the following
terms:— -

The sentence of the Court s, that you pay a fine of Rupees 1,000 to our So-
vereion Lady, the Queen, and that you be imprizoned in the Common Jail of Caleutta

for the period of one Calender month—and that you be further imprisoned till the
fine is paid.

In the course of hisecharge to the Jury, Sir Mordaunt thought .

it not unbecoming to comment on the address which we have quoted
to Mr. Long, though it was in wo way before the Court, and in his
judgment, he could not refrain from an attack on the Government, with-
vut waiting to hear what it had to allege in explanation.

The fine imposed on Mr. Liong was at once paid by Baboo Kali
Prosono Singh, and we hear on good authority that there were many
other native gentlemen in Court anxious to be allowed to render that
service to the defendant.

The next day Mr. Long was applied to, to ascertain if he would
consent to a petition being sent to Government by the native commu-
nity for a remission of his imprisonment, but he stated that it might
embarrass Government and that he should prefer the matter being
allowed to rest. And this was his wisest and most proper course. It
18 well to suffer as a Christian; ¢ for this is thankworthy, if a man for
conscieuce toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.” (1 Peter
il. 19.)

The amount of native sympathy this case has evoked is very re-
markable.  Mr. Long is well known to the native community as having
been engaged (or many years in various works for their henfit, and as
aman animated by a warm desire to ameliorate and to elevate the con-
dition of all classes. It is most shamnefully imputed to him, day after
day, by one of the papers, thathe 1s a retailer of obscene native pub-
Lications, whereas the fact is, that he has for several years been an inde-
fatigable mewmber of the Vernacular Literature Committee that was
established by Mr. Drinkwater Bethune, Mr. John Colvin, Mr.
Hodgson Pratt, Mr. Wylie, Mr. Samuels, Mr. Townsend and others,
expressly to purify the native literature, and which has suceeeded in
putting 1nto circulation many popular works of the soundest character.
Mr. Long’s ¢ Statement ” on this subject ought to silence his assail-

ants. It was he, as he in that statement shows, who applied for and '

obtained the cnactment of the law for the suppression of the sale of
those vile works that were once so commonly hawked about the streets
of Calcutta.

But the policy of the planters and their organs in this whole
controversy, scems to have been to overwhelm every one who has
resisted them with public odium, and Mr, Long has been a chief object
of their mali%e,

We shall not indulge in many further comments on this case, but
there are some othe*poiuts that call for observation.
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Mzr. Long himself stands before his brethren as he ever has done
—abold, faithful, benevolent man ; most enthusiastically engaged in
promoting the welfare of the people of Bengal, according to his own
view of their wants; and most sineere, upright, and faithful in all
his Missionary Jabours, and in his character as a Christian minister and
a Christian man. There may have been points on whieh we have
differed with him. We may have sometimes doubted the accuracy of
his information and the soundness of his judgment. But there have
been mauy other occasions on which we have admired his intuitive
perception of great principles, his untiring zeal, his single-hearted
labours, and his sterling worth. He is well known beyond the limits -
of Caleutta, and his name will be well remembered, and will be
honoured ever here in this scene of his present punishment, when all
the excitement of this Indigo controversy has passed away and is
forgotten. E

Next,as to the effect of this prosecution; the Planters think
they have gained a victory. They may be assured that nothing has oc-
curred, since their system was first commenced in this country, more
calculated to destroy their influence. It is useless to look for a dis-
passionate, judgment on the question from any in this city, who are
involved in the vortex of discussion, or from any whose interests are
at stake. But the spirit manifested in this prosecution will be noticed
out of Caleutta. In other parts of India, in Great Britain and in the
United States, Mr. Long’s case will be taken as involving much more
than the Planter’s perhaps intended. It will look like an attempt to
suppress all freedom of discussion. It will prove the weakness of the
Planters’ cause. It will arouse suspicion that Angls-Saxon dominance,
for which some sozealously coutend, wouldmean nothing less than arbitrary
government for the benefit of the European settlers, with a total indifference
to the sentiments and feelings of the great native populalion. Mr. Peter-
son in his speech for the prosecution made a most unfortunate allusion.
He warned the Missionaries (whom he denounced as mischief-makers)
by the example of Mr. Smith of Demerara! He instanced him as one
who had incited the slaves to disaffection, and had suffered the extreme
penalty of the law! He was strangely forgetful of facts! The case of
Mr. Smith is a warning indeed, butit is a warning against colonial
persecution. 'That man was falsely charged, and was cruelly treated by
the Planters of Demerara, and he died in prison; but very soon the
walls of the House of Commons resounded with the eloguence of Sir
James Mackintosh and Henry Brougham, the spirit of England was
aroused, and nothing probably contributed so much to the downfall of
West Indian Slavery as that very case. .

We await with confidence the verdict of the English people on
this prosecution too. We have no fear. of the result. The cultiva-
tion of Indigo, if it is to be maintained at all, must be maintained by
fair prices and fair dealing. We hear as yet but little of better prices
in Lower-Bengal, or of any conciliatory pohcy‘ towards the ryots.
The object of the Planters’ Deputation to the Governor-General in
February, apparently was to obtain a Proclamation of Martial Law.
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In that they failed. Last year, in like manner instead of raising
their rates as the Government did in its Opiwn cultivation, they called
for a Simmary Coercion Law ; and so severe was its administration in
the disturbed districts, that the ryots became still more disinclined to
sow Indigo. The object now appears to be to force on the old system
still; that 1s, to carry on the cultivation at rates that are not remune-
rative to the ryot. Itis not concealed that Zemindary influence has
been acquired, and will be used, to compel the ryots to go on sowing;
and that rents are being enhanced, and other harsh measures re-
sorted to punish those who have committed the offence of refusing to
sow. In vain do we look for anything like a measure such as the
recent measure of Government which was adopted without hesitation,
although it involved a cost to the revenue of an additional £250,000 a
year. We refer to the fresh addition to the price for Opium, raising
it from four rupees to five 5 that is from three rupees four annas in
1859, to five rupees in 1861—from six shilling to six pence to ten
shillings. Till this course, or some course of the same kind, is adopt-
ed by the Indigo Planters, there will be constant irritation
and excitement, and the DPlanters may rest assured that these
prosecutions for libel will only tend to open the eyes of the.people of
England to the spirit in which they are acting, and so will strengthen
that determination which the Houses of Parliament have already
shown, not to permit any further coercion of the ryot by law.

If Mr. Long’s case tends to this result, we well know that he
will rejoice in all the anxieties and aspersions he has been made to
bear. In the meantime, he will enjoy the happy consciousness that
he has struggled for the poor,—for those, on whom we are 8o often
told by the Evangelists, that our blessed Lord « had compassion.”

Since these pages were written, the Missionaries of Calcutta
have adopted some Resolutions, which we have great pleasure in pub-
lishing.

ResorLuTIoNS oF THE Carcurra MissioNarRY CONFERENCE.

At a special meeting of the Calcutta Missionary Conference, held
on Tuesday evening, July 30th, with a very full attendance of mem-
bers, the following Resolutions were adopted and ordered to be pub-
lished:

« 1, —That this Conference has viewed with much concern and regret the proceed-
ings recently institut;ed.against one of their number, the Rev. James Lowng, for the
part he took in publishing an English transtation of a Native Drama, the Nil Darpan.

‘he members of. this Conterence have knowa Mr. Long too well, and have witnessed
his zeal in connection with the Native Press for too many years, to doubt the perfect
accuracy of the Statement he has put forth, explaining the history of his connection
with that production, and the reasons which induced him to assist in making it
known, as an exponent of native thought and feeling ; and they deeply regret, that
after that Statement appeared, he should have been subjected to a prosecution,
especially by a form of procedure which has been characterised as the harshest known
to English law ; and should on that harsh form of trial have been condemned to
imprisonment and fine. .

« That while they cannot but regret that, in the introduction to that translation,
Mr. Long has not more carefully guarded himself against the supposition of having
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jopted as his own all the sentiments and representations of the native author, yet,
»nfidently relying on the purity of his motives, and highly respgcting his missionary
saracter, this Conterence sincerely sympathize with him in his present untoward
sgition, and cordially assure him of their continued affection'and respect.

«,2,.That the Conference do not feel called upon to pronounce an opinion on the
wdgment exhibited in the mode adopted for circulating the Nil Darpan ; since, on
iis subject, the party chiefly concerned; the (late) Secretary to the Bengal Govern-
ent, has already’made the most ample acknowledgments ; but they entirely concur
ith Mr. Long in his appreciation of the importance of the Native Press, and of
atchful attention to its productions. If the effect of the recent trial shoutd be to
wstrict freedom of action in the translation and republiéation of native \works, the -
onference have réason to believe that serious detriment may ensue.

«3,—That the members of this Conference lament exceedingly the continuance
* any strangement between the non-official classes and the Government, or between
\e different classes of the community themselves ; aud they therefore refrain from the
cpression of any opinion, which might twittingly provoke further contention. The
[emoRiAL recently presented by members of this Conference to the Lieut-Governor
* Bengal, asking for an enquiry into the social condition of the millions of this great
rovince, embodies all that nppears to this Conference as of most pressing urgency in
ynnection with its public interests. And they cannot but believe that their motives
.giving due attention to these and similar questions, ag providential circumstances
ay.suggest, will not;bevmisponﬁtruod,byl.any who take into account the very pecn}mr

reumatanees # couuiry, Ot have at heart the welfare of its inhabitants.
o (Signed) Axexinpzk Durr, Chairman.

Joseru MuLLens, Secretary.
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