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INTRODUCTION.

=t SR e Fe

The bygone history of a town with which one is
_intimately associated is naturally a subject of deep
interest; and when that town has played a promi-
nent partin days of old, and the records which throw
light thereon, (at least those within reach,) are ra-
pidly diminishing, whilst its traditions are even still
‘more rapidly passing into oblivion, any effort,
however feeble, to rescue the memory of the past
.from utter extinction, is not to be despised.
Feelings of the above kind have influenced the
- compiler, and induced him to throw together the
following notices of Cochin, which have been for
. some seven years past accumulating in his common
place Book, hoping they may afford some scraps
of information which may prove as interesting to
“others as they have been to himself. Doubtless had
he had the opportunity of visiting the noble libra-
cries of Europe a far fuller narrative might have been
furnished, many gaps in the history filled up, and
obscure references made more distinct; but, with
the comparatively few books which came within
“ his reach, what could be done, has been done, so
that he would commend his humble attempt to the
* charitable judgment of the public, adopting the
y sentiment of the historian of the Maccabees as his
7“/ (% e ' own: “If 1 have done well, and as is. fitting the
?[’.‘ story, it is that which I desired; but, if slenderly

'/“ and meanly, it is that which 1 could attain unto.”
o - The compiler takes this opportunity of ac-
~e l"'i o\U "‘JK‘/’

tyy

knowledging a debt he owes to afriend, connected

. !
"
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INTRODUCTION

with the Basle Missionary Society, (whose emi-
nence as-a scholar is well khown on the Wegtern
Coast,) for some oftheinteresting particulars, which
he kindly furnished, partly from notes ‘of his own,
and partly through the loan of two or three scarce
books. He is further greatly indebted to two other
friends, a lady and ‘a gontleman, for valuable as-

sistance in the production of the lithographic illu- -

strations, ~without these amateur contributioms,
he féelshis pamphlet would be deprived ofno small

portion of its interest.
Shonld any profits be derived fromthe sale of this

little woirk, they will be devoted to some chatitable
8bjec’t’bearing‘trpon the moral and spiritual eleva-
tidn ofthe Native community of ‘Cochin, a class
which has been sadly neglected, both by the Pro-
testant Dutch, and the Protestant English.

HISTORICAL NOTICES

OF COCHIN.
e 0-0 7P O O

In the year A. D. 1500, the good folks living in
the cocoanut topes which fringe the sea coast boundaries
of the Cochin Rajah’s Dominions, had their curiosity ex-
cited (so far as the enervating effects of a tropical sun in
Lat. 10" N. would admit) by the unusual sight of a fleet
of ten or twelve strange looking ships, sailing towards the
south, hugging the shore as much asthey could with safety,
and cvidently looking out for a favourable haven. At last
the inlet to the great Backwater of Travancore was
descried; they steered for it; passed the bar of thec Wypeen
River with safety; sailed up its deep channel, and anchor-
ed safely in one of the finest harbours their eyes had

cver seen.
It was Christmas eve, Declr 24th; and had they been

Englishmen, they would have thought probably of the roast
beef of their native land and its usual accompaniments
(supposing Sailors could indulge in such luxuries in the
reign of eur first Tudor sovereign) : but they were Portu-
guese mariners, serving under Admiral Cabral, who had
been sent to India by the king of Portugal to follow up
the discoveries which Vasco da Gama had made two years
before; and they had come to a land where to kill a low
caste man was considered a much less heinogs offence than
killing an ox.

,  The Admiral was in quest of a cargo. He had been
disappointed at Calicut, where be had attempted to trade

with the subjects of the Rajah of that place, who was
A



L

2 HISTORICAL NOTICES

known as the Samorin; and in short he had had a serious
quarrel with that then dreaded potentate, and had lost
several of his men ina conflict whichensued. He hesitited

" a while sending on shore, for, in the lawless semi-piratical

habit of the day, he had more than once fired at some of
the country craft connected with the trade of the Cochin
terr}tory; but presently a boat was lowered, and a messeng-
er, in colour as dark as any of the Cochin Rajah’s own
subjects, but habited as a Portugucse Friar, soon landed
as the bearer of a message to the illustrious sovereign oi'
thestate, 0ONNI RAMA KOIL TERUMULPADA. The mes-
senger in fact was a native of the country who had been
taken to Portugal by Vasco da Gama, there proselytized to
the Romish faith, and thenadmitted into one of their religi-
ous fraternities. Malayalim being his mother tongue, and
having become, by his new faith, a warm adherent of the
Portuguese, Friar Miguel was well fitted for the negocia-
tion, and soon won the Cochin Rajah over to the interests
of Portugal.

There were several reasons why the Cochin Rajah
should forget the insults offered to his flag, and be ready
to seek a friendly alliance with these ‘‘outlandish foreig-
ners,” First, from the news which had reached him of
their recent exploits at Calicut, he felt they were a people
not to be trifled with, Secondly, he thought they might he
the means of reviving trade in his once flourishing port.
And lastly he hoped, by their means, to assert his inde-
pendence of the Samorin, who had lately been seriously
encroaching upon the royalties of Cochin, and had gone
so far,as to force the Rajah to engage to retire from public
life, when the infirmities of old age should come on
whilst the right of nominating his successor was to be lefz
to the Samorin; which very naturally caused the blood of
all the Perumals to boil, not a little.*

The spacious harbour, which the Portuguese then
entered for the first time by the Wypeen River, was
comparatively recent in‘its formation. Cranganor had been

® The Cochin Rajahs are considered to be lineal descendants of the ancient
Perumals, or Sovereigns of Malabar, and are of the Kshetriya caste; whils

the Samorin Rajah was merely the descendant of one of their Nair chieftains. °
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the great emporium of trade for those parts, until the
year A. D. 1341 : when, by one of those geological chang-
es, which have not been unfrequent in the history of the
Western coast of India, that vast body of water flowing
down from the western Ghauts, which had formerly dis-
charged itselfat Cranganor, broke through the narrow san-
dy bank which separated it from the main sea, and formed
what is now called the Wypeen River.

The Cochin Rajahs had enjoyed the advantages of
this outlet to the ocean for about a century and a half,
and had been greatly enriched by the commerce which
their subjects carried on, chiefly with merchants who
were Nestorian Christians from N. W. India, Persia, and
other neighbouring countries. The trade of the port was
then in a very depressed state; for the more energetic and
enterprising Samorin had enticed away some of the mer-
chants to Calicut, whilst-his Mussalman allies on the
coast did their best to ruin the interests of the Christian

traders.
The Cochin Rajah sent friendly messages to the

Portugnese Admiral to land. Cabral immediately did so,
and after exchanging presents, received from the Rajah
permission to trade with his subjects. With an expedition
not to be despised even in the nineteenth century, car-
goes of pepper, and other coveted commodities of the
country, were speedily supplied at Cochin and Cranganor,
and within 20 days the ships were all ready to sail back
to Portugal. This was the first merchandise from Cochin,
which ever found its way round the Cape to supply the
wants of the Western World.

Here we should notice, that, on his way to India,
Cabral, having discovered Brazil, brought with him seeds
of many of the tropical fruits of South America, amongst
others, the custard apple and guava, the pine, papaya,
and cashew apple; the last of which still bears the name
of the Feringhee, or Ship mango. These interesting and
useful additions were Thus made to the natural productions
of South India; and hereby Cabral proved himself a
benefactor ta its tribes.

A few months after Cabral had Sailzd‘,) four more ships
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arrived from Portugal, having first visited Calicut to
chastise the perfidious Samorin and his Moplay allics.
Their commander was Juan de Nova Castella. 'The Réjah
received him with favour, assuring him that though he
was displeased with Cabral for forcibly taking some of
his subjects to Europe, yet his aflcction for the Portuguese
in general was unabated. Through the Rajal’s aid Cabral
soon got the freight he nceded, and left the place. On his
way home he discovered St. Helena, May 21 st. 1502.

The next illustrious adventurer {rom the west who
visited Cochin was no less a personage than the renowned
Vasco da Gama himsclf. This was his second voyage
to the Indies, having heen sent under the express orders
of Manuel king of Portugal to punish the Samorin {or his
treachery, and insolence. This he did with a fearful
degrce of severity, and then sailed with his 20 ships to
Cochin. The few Portuguese, who had scttled at Cochin,
reported favourably of the Rajah, and Gama took an
carly opportunity of paying his respects.

All did not pass off smoothly at his first interview
with the Rajah. Gama desired permission to ercct proper
storchouses for their merchandise, and to fix a certain
price for pepper, their chief article of trade. To this the
Rajah merely replicd, that he wouldthink about these
things. This did not at all suit the “go- a- head man from
the West;” so he went away in a huff. The Rajah how-
ever had the good sense to follow the angry man in a hoat,
and to usc his best endeavours to pacily him; in which he
succecded. Da Gama then handed his requirements to
the Rajah in writing; at the same time presenting him
with a regal crown he had brought from Portugal; and in
rcturn reccived presents of golden bracelets, and valuable
medicines.

The Rajah had a complaint to make to which Da
Gama patiently listened. 1t was a victualling difficulty.
"The European sailors after their long sea voyage, and
salt diet, longed for fresh meat; and to satisfy this natural
craving, certain Moplays had been guilty of the very hei-
nous offence of killing some cows, and supplying the ships
with Indian beef, Da Gama, wishing to please the Hindoo
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prince, promised that he would put a stop to this. Shortly
after three Moplays came to offer heef for sale; and Da
Gaha, with very questionable severity, at once handed
them over as criminals to the local anthorities, who forth-
with condemned them to be hanged as malefactors !
After Da Gama had left for Europe, the Samorin
sent messages to the Cochin Rajah, threatening to invade
his territorics with a body of some 50,000 Nairs then
asscmbled at Ponany, unless he at once gave up the Por-
tugucse, who had been left behind under his protection.
Many of the people of the place urged him to deliver up
these haughty foreigners at once; and cven the Portugucse
themselves, fearing the consequences of such an invasion,
requested the Rajah to send them quietly by sea to
Cannanore; but he nobly replied, that “loss of Kingdom
would be a smaller evil than breach of trust.” ‘
An attempt was theh made to stop the Samorin’s
force at Chetwye under the direction’of Naraina, a nephew
of the Cochin Rajah, but without success; chiefly through
the treachery of the native brahmin officials, who had
charge of the commissariat arrangements. The Rajah faint-
ed when he heard that Naraina, and two other nephews,
had perished in this battle; but recovering himself, lost
no time in securing the safety of his Portuguese allies in
a small fort on the island of Wypeen. The Samorin with
his host came to the walls of Cochin shortly after; a bat-
tle fpllowed, in which the Cochin Rajah was wounded,
and narrowly escaped death. The walls were entered by
the encmy, and the houses sacked and burnt. The Rajah,
and a few faithful friends took shelter in the fort at
Wypeen, whilst the Calicut Nairs held Cochin during the
whole of the monsoon.
The native prognosticators read plainly in the stars,
that the Samorin was destined to be supreme sovereign
of Cochin, and all the other native states from Gokur-
num to Cape Comorin; but they “imagined a vain thing;”
for on Saturday evening, the 20d- Sept. 1503, every loyal
heart in Wypeen was filled with raptures of delight at
seeing six Portuguesc vessels sailing towards the harbour.
Nextmorning they entered the river; and on the day follow-

o
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ing their chief commander, Albuquerque, landed to
his respects to the Rajah. The Samorin’s g,mrison didpﬂy
need expelling by force, the very sight of Albuquer 'um’)t
:rlc?:scls had been enough to make them at once tal?c ets
O}Ltflll:;escla]l.s;o!)ut Albuquerque seized an early opportunity
. hoéd Wh(;n}t, So(r]ne of the petty Rajahs in the neighbour-
ncccs’sit f:::d hesm:ted their heg‘e lord in the hour of his
oxercisey(,)f(his p(z)\rv(i,\lzr'l.smted the Cochin Rajah in the free
© the %)t was gratitude for this timely succour which led
'(t) (;(, 'ortugues.c obtaining an independent scttlement
;t ;)(:h‘m; permission was granted to build a fortat the
nouth of the river, and wood was supplied for the pur-
pose. It Was constructed chiefly of the stems of coco&lmut
trees, united with iron hands, whilst a rampart of stones
and sand formed the inner defence. The Rajah ootgtles
went to sce the progress of the work, and could ot
uuderstunq why the Portuguese themselves worked in ?l? t
;Eq and'm'm., and did not hire coolics for the purposc(f
coltltsa Ig:nﬁfsﬁemfgi ;vllen f‘ﬁnislllcd was called Manuel-

3 cl, * after the ki

" was opened with all due ceremony. l{lgialfil]l? (t)l:;uf%a}lt, ' %nd
1urt‘hcxj erected a church of wood, which was dedict te();
to St. .Bar-tholomew, and most probably occupicd thea y >
on which the more spacious structure of the anciscsqltc'
afterwards arose. The completion of the Fort was c:alrel:
brated by a rclfgious procession, and service in thi..ﬁnlittl(;

church, at which a Franciscan Friar named Gast
preached; telling his audience, with mu,ch truth tl: tOYl,
that day a door was opcned for the true God~t0’corg o
India, and they must proclaim to the ignorant natievto
Ithe name of Jesqs. The Native Rajah was amongst tl?z
l:ga‘:?:i,czzgdr?an1fcsted great interest in all the ceremonies
After Albuquerque had gone back to Europe, the
Samorin made a second attempt upon Cochin, but’was

th: g(;)nas'? de Barrog says that Francisco de Albuguerque who superintended
James rllu;;:on of the Fort having a singular devotion to the Apostle
P :]an.( XIe vessel in which he sailed being called by the name of thia
cutta’ ’esu:u t.lu'\t the Fort gshould be dcsxgnatcd Santiago. Perhaps Manuel
was its civil, and Santiago its ecclesiastical name? -
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defeated by Pasegu (who had been left in command of
Manuel-cotta); on which occasion a mere handful of
Portuguese successfully opposed an army of 57,000 Nairs,
accompanied with 160_Patamars, at Kumballum. Three
separate engagements were fought, one on Palm-Sunday,
a second on Easter-Sunday, and a third on Easter-
Tuesday, in March 1504. When the Cochin Rajah trembled
and wept at the sight of the Samorin’s host, Pasegu, with
a degree of faith, worthy of a more enlightened man,
quieted his fears, by saying, ““you are afraid of numbers,
but we need not be, for our God is not an idol of stone.”
So many perished in these conflicts, that the river was
quite reddened with their blood; whilst the Nairs who
escaped cursed the Brahmins, who had urged them on to
this most desperate struggle by astrological predictions
of their ultimate success. The conflicts between the
Samorin and the Portuguese did not end here; but thesc
are enough to show the kind of opposition he manifested,
and the honourable way in which the Cochin Rajah re-
mained firm to his European allies.

‘When security of life and property was completely
established, Portuguese Cochin rapidly grew into a large
and flourishing town. Before Goa was built, it was looked
upon as the official residence of the Viceroy of India; and
here several of the religious orders of the church of Rome
established themselves. The church of the Franciscans
(though not one of their best churches) still stands as a
specimen of the spacious edifices they erected; and the
foundations of the Dominican convent (another of their
structures) are still traceable around the plot of ground
now occupied by the Free Schools. The Augustine
monks and the Jesuits also had their establishments

within the walls. :
Towards the close of the year 1524 Cochin was

again honored with a visit from Vasco da Gama. He came
laden with royal favours, and dignified with the title of
High Admiral of the Indies, as well as that of Viceroy;
fut he came also to die! He was taken seriously ill whilst
at this place, and expired on the 24th. or 25th. of Decem-
ber 1524. His body was interred in the chancel of the
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charch of the Franciscan friars, which is now used as the
English Urotestant Church; but after resting there for
scveral years, one of his sons (in order to fulfil a clause
ol his father’s will) removed his hones to the family vaunlt
in his own land; where, according to a recent writer, who
seems to found his statement on good authority, the cpi-
taph may still be rcad: “Here lies the great Argonaut, D,
Vasco da Gama, first count of Vidigucira, Admiral of the
Last Indies, and its first discoverer.”

Da Gama’s advanced age having rendered it more
than probable he might die before the term of his oflice
cxpired, three other commissions were made out, and
entrusted to his care, specifying successors to the Vice-
royalty. The envelope containing these documents was
sealed with the royal seal of John I of Portugal, and
endorsed with the following inscription: “not to be open-
ed till (which God forbid) Don Vasquez da Gama,
Viceroy and Iligh Admiral of the Indies, shall have
departed this lile.” The royal scal was broken by the
chief oflicials in the great church at Cochin, and Henry
Menezcez found to he the person nominated by the king as
Da Gama’s immediate successor. '

It was from Cochin that the first Romish mission
emanated for the conversion of the fishermen on the
Coromandel coast. So early as 1532, (which was ten years
before Xavier arrived in India,) the attention of the
Portuguese was directed to this people. A certain mer-
chant, named 1'Cruz, going to Tuticorin for pearls, had
his sympathies awakened for these poor natives, who
were then suffering from the oppressions of their Mussal-
man neighbours; and he advised them to look to Malabar
for a redress of their grievances. D’Cruz took some of
them with him to Cochin; where they were forthwith
baptized, and then returned home with several armed
vessels, in which were certain priests, who had not been
long amongst them before they admitted 80 villages,
by baptism, into nominal connection with the church
of Rome. @

Xavier himself seems to have passed through Cochin,
when on hig way to his mission fields in the vicinity of
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Cape Comorin; and in course of time more ecclesiastics of
his order followed, till at last the Jesuits formed an esta-
blishment for themselves within the walls of the Fort,
and built a large church, the lofty and massive steeple of
which rising near the corner of the coast, formed thie most
marked feature in the town when viewed from the sea.
In the year 1557, at the request of Sabastian, king

of Portugal, one of the churches of Cochin, called S. Crugz,
was raised to the dignity of a cathedral, by a bull of Pope
Pius IV. A staff of clergy, consisting of a Rector and
six other ecclesiastics, had been attached to this church
before it became a Cathedral; but now a Bishop was to.
be added to their number. The first Bishop of Cochin
was D. Georgius Themudo, of the Dominican order, wio
had laboured, together with the first Jesuits, among the
fishermen of Travancore. He was consecrated Feb. 4th.
1558, but was afterwards franslated to Goa, as were his
two immediate successors, It is a remarkable fact con-
nected with the R. C. Episcopate at Cochin, that out of
the list of 21 Bishops given by the Carmdite, Paoli, in
his “Indian orientalis Christiana,” 'some were translated
not very long after their appointment; others were chosen,
bhut declined the honor; and othersagain were consecrated,
but never resided in their diocese; so that, he observes,
few of the Prelates arrived in their diocese, and thus
during the greater part of its existence the sec has been
vacant! This does not say much for ker parental aflection,
who proclaims hersclf, “Mother and Mistress of all
churches.” The vencrable tower on which the flag staff is
fixed formed part of the old cathedral, and from the base-
ments of massive columns recently uncovered on its
ancient site, and the remains of others lying at the landing
place close by, it appears that the interior was construct-
ed, in a great measure, of granite, and must hence have
cost a vast sum of money. The island of Wendurti, in the
neighbouring Backwater, formed part of the Cathedral
cndowment.

4 The Jesuits of Cochin so early as 1577, made some
attempts at Book making. This remarkable Society has
ever heen, in its way, the friend of Ed!lﬁation when under
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parcly Romish influence; and thus, it was the first of the
rcligious orders in attempting to print in the vernacular
languages of South India. The honor of having been the
first to cut out the Malayalim letters for a printed book
belongs to Joannes Gonsalvez, a Spanishlay Jesuit;
and the first book that issucd from a press in Cochin was
printed with his type, and was cntitled; The Rudiments
of the Catholic Faith.” * Other Jesuits at Ambalacita,
and Punicail, shortly after made similar attempts in
Tawil.

Towaxds the close of the century Cochin was visited
by Don Alexis de Menezes, archbishop of Goa, who had
come from Rome, with full powers from Pope Clement
ViE, to reduce the ancient Syrian church of Malabar
into obedience to the See of Rome. He arrived at Cochin,
January 26th. 1599. A flight of steps was specially con-
structed for his embarkation; the Governor, Don Antonio
de Noronlia, the Bishop, and the whole city assembled
to receive him, with great pomp and acclamation, Menez-
¢8 was a man of great encrgy, and literally of the militant
turn, able ®with equal skill to direct ““the cannons of
Portugal, and the bulls of Rome.” One of his first acts
in Cochin was characteristic of the man. He called the
council of the city together, and urged them at once to coo-
perate with him in an attempt, hewas dceply interested in,
atreducing a fortress of Mahommedan pirates, at a place
called Cunahle. The gnod folks of Cochin immediately
raised and armed 156 men, at their own expense, and
seut them in five strong yesscls, well supplied with amn-
nition, to join the armament assembled before this place.
The Archbishop, to encourage and keep them to the point,

also sent onc of his hest yachts, manned with some of
his own retainers.

:‘ The P::olcstant. Missionary Sartorius, under the datc of Fehruary 22nd
1732, mentions hav.m;; met with a Tamil hook at $ylicat, entitled Christiam;
Wanakkam, or Christian Warship, pristed in 1579 at Cachin, in the college
ofthe mother of God,” (Collegis det madre de Dios) for the e of the Christi-
ans on the Pearl Fishery Goagt, 1le had «lso previously seon ot Tranqllei)ar
another 'I“mnil Book called Doegrina Christam, printed at the same Collage
and bearing the same date; the anthor being a'feauit namerd 1. Marcos Iurgc’
and the translator another memboer of the fame Suciety, named Anrique An’
nquez. (Sce “Notices of Madrgs amd £ nddlore ia the lust erstury”- pyl, i

FLondon. 1858, p- 105.6.) e
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The zcalots among the Portuguesc of Cochin seem
to have taken a further interest in all the after proceedings
of he archbishop, by which he, at length, rivetted the
galling yoke of Rome on the unwilling necks of the Syrian
community. When he commenced his visitation some of
the gentry accompanied him to Vaipi-cotta, near Cranga-
nor, where the Jesuits had anedncational establishment ;
and when at Kadaturntti, near Cottayam, he wished to
captivate the refractory Syrians, who would not yield to
bis arguments, by the pomp and ceremony of high mass,
celebrated in the true Romish fashion, he sent for a full
choir from Cochin, hoping that the Choristers might effect,
by sweet sounds, what he had failed to do by sermons.

Menezes’s visitation led to the celebrated Synod
of Udiamparoor; and when he burnt the books of the poor
persecuted Syrians many of the grandees of Cochin were
there, to swell the Te Deum by which he celebrated his
triumph over heresy!

Menezes left Cochin before the close of the year
1599. Previous to his departure he had an interview with
the Rajah, at which he distinctly set hefore him the
claims of Christianity; but whatever good impression he
may have made on the mind of this heathen prince, must
have been soon effaced, since his first act after this con-
ference was to confer, whilst yet in Cochin, on the Rajah
of Porcaad, the title of Brother-in-arms to the king of
Portugal. This was done with much attendant pomp,
which only served to increase the ill feeling of the Cochin
Rajah, who had hitherto heen the only prince on the coast,
who enjoyed this honor; and it has been thought tlfat
Menezes, hereby, began to sow those seeds of enmity
against the Portuguese, which ultimately led to the over-
throw of their power on the Malabar coast. .

The treatment which the Syrians met with from
the Portuguese may be judged of from thfa fact that three
of their Bishops came to an untimely, or dishonoured end,
through their machinations. In 1967, by ordef of Pope
Pius V, Mar Joseph was seized when at Cochin, * and

i i i Roman Catholics of Cochin, and:
* This prelate mixed a good deal with the Rom: chin,
used somgtimes to instruct their children in religion. On one occasion, when
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shipped off at once to Portugal, and thence forwarded to
Rome, where he ended his days; but in what way is not
known. Pope Pius V, is described as one who “‘cau sed
cvery one that dissented in the least from the don'ma: of
Rome to be put to death,” and hence, we have caausc to
;‘usp:zct that Mar Joscph did not end his days in peace
n 1578 a similar order was issued for the kidnapping 0;'
o;lchof his Successors, Mar Simeon; to effect which s;mc
(t)o tCe lgfanciscan friars were employed, who decoyed him
oc in, w hence he was sent to Rome, and tried as a
llziiretl]c by its Inquisitjon. There is every reason to be-
. Pti)rlti;;llc}ed his day {wm the dungcons of the Inquisition
' .
o Thcﬁgg:ati of 'the t.hird Syri:}n Bishop, Mar Attalla,
e fromet’} P“as, if any thmg,_ more aftecting still.
e 1e Pope l{ad long been in existence directing
}10 “ortuguese authorities to waylay every Bishop comzi
;ng “j?,m Syria to ‘Malabar, and they had been too
n;l:nc;s;cfzi ;,u J{)trcliv?ntmg any from rcaching Malabar for
o A e A Ca&t a Bishop, namc(} Attalla, managed
ol ann k 'e country, but he was immediately ensnar-
» and kept in close custody by the Jesuits. Some Syrj
an priests however, hearing of this, contrived to got accyrvl-
t?[ him, and at once reported the case to their abrcthrg:?
iw)olftl:icur:sgcgby more thu‘n ever qusperutcd against th(;
of theb Jcséit‘esl[))amng of getting him out of the hands
Tongth to arm;’ '1‘{ any other means, they resorted at
of 95,0000 o . They ass.emblcd, it is said, to the number
fnreo’h 3 and accompanied by their Archdeacon, and a
8¢ body of their clergy, they repaired to Mutt
under the ver “Cochin, T Sy
y walls of Cochin, The Portuguese, alarmed
:?;‘Eint% z;;ll:‘l?el{;fzi\llﬂl(;t(l)xt.xC]l“'dt“en about the Virgin, he told them it was not
these children reportedtfl:::l(w(-“ tl'mllhlul to the principles of their Churc?h
it beneath his dignity to uqelfll;t’:z, fl(x)rltlle .R'onu.s}x Hishop, who did not think
£0 to him, with the e t tliat fur ier hds ;lla .?Iuc.\:, directing them still t»
said ! As may be casily supn mo\'eystitou d carelu_ll.y bring back all he
N ements, which Rome is pleased to

call hcresy, were re
¢ i ported to the Bishop, which le spe
sion, and banjshment of May Joseph. L[:; C;(l);lt; iidS‘tIO the specdy apprehen-

~—~—
. *Attalla is the Arabic fi
tianity Vol I, o 30:’?;:1; form of the Greek name Thepdore, (Houghs Chris.
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at this array, immediately shut the fort gates, and mounted
their cannons for action; resolved to hold out to the last
extremity, rather than admit the native Christians to see
their Bishop. The Ranee of Cochin took the part of her
Christian subjects, and urged that Attalla should be
liberated; but all to no purpose; he was sent by ship to
Goa, consigned to a dungeon Nn the Inquisition, and at
length burnt as a heretic! A. D. 1654, *

Another version of the fate of Attalla is given, in

.which the odium of his death is thrown upon the Portu-

guese authorities at Cochin, who are said to have drowned
him sccretly, either out at sea, or in the deep part of the
Backwater, at the time when the Syrians were asscmbled
in the neighbourhood. This story seems to have beeg
believed by the Syrians themselves, since a representation
of his death by drowning, in alto relievo carving, is still to
be seen in the Syrian Church at Mavelicare; which piece
of carving once formed part of a shrine erected to his
memory, but was removed some time ago by the preSent
Metran, because the Syrians, in their veneration for his
memory, abused it to superstitious purpofes. lough
thinks that the story of his being drowned by the Portu-
guese is a lying invention of the Jesuits, to shift the hor-
rid burden of this crime from their own shoulders. One
thing is plain, whoever did it, it was truly a deed of dark-
ness; one too, we may paturally suppose, the Judge_ of all
the earth would not allow to go ubpunished, even in this
world. T ‘

Eight years after this the Portuguese authorities,
Doth civil and ecclesiastical, suffered most severely'f‘“ the
innocent blood they had shed. For more than half a cen-
tury the Dutch had been struggling with them for suprema-
cy in the East, and with so much success, that at last
s: “ac anno 1654 Goae flam-

% The Carmelite Paoli, speaking of him,say
wis datus interiit.” (Rev: XVIL 6.)

« They also endeavoured to induce the Cotchin Ra{%h to }’a“ii}: all the
Mussalmans from his port; promising thereon to prove themse ves the means
of his reaping double lt)he ;,,‘Lm from their traffic, To this he replied; "Th'ese
are my subjects from days ofold; and it 18 they who have erected my city;
50 that it is not possible for me to expel them™ (Hough Vol. 1. p. 266.)
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nothing hardly remained to Portugal but its settlements
on the Western coast of India. The Dutch however would
not allow them to retain all these; and so, after taking
Quilon and Cranganor out of their hands, they appeared
before Cochin itself in the carly part of 1662.

Cochin was then a place of great trade, and after
Goa the most important city in Portuguese India, being
well built, having many public structures, and extending
a mile and a half in length, and a wile in breadth. From
an ancient plan, preserved by the Dutch author, Baldceus;
it appears to have covered all thc sandy waste to the
west of the present town, and to have run along the sea
shore; in this part was situated thc monastery of St.
Paul; whilst in the opposite direction it narrowed off a-
long the banks of the Backwater, till the walls met in two
or three formidable bastions somewhere in the vicinity
of Muttencherry bridge; and hércabouts stood the monas-
tery of the Augustine monks. The Franciscan monastery
stodd on the casternside of the present Government Church,
whilst the Dominicans (as before stated) occupied the
ground now belonging to the Protestant Free Schools.
The place is said to have had an imposing appearance
from the sea, for the government buildings were well
constructed, whilst the Cathedral, and the Churches of
the Dominicans and Augustinians, are said to have been

truly splendid; and all were enclosed in strong fortifica- -

tions, which, when well manned, could stand a long sicge.
After the fall of Cranganor, the Dutch, under their
commander Van Goens, approached Cochin by way of
the Island of Wypeen, until they came opposite the Fort,
Here they found a church, and a large house belonging
to the Roman Catholic Bishop, which Van Goens made
his head quarters, until, in the course of a few weeks, he
had constructed a strong post which he called Fort Orange.
Having here left 800 men as a garrison, Van Goens reem-
barked with the rest of his men to attack Cochin from the
South side.
At this juncture the Rajah of Cochin came on board
the commandecr’s vessel, to intercede for his country, and
to offer his services to the Dutch. The Portnguese, before
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this, had obscrved that he had a lurking preference to
the Dutch, and had hence curtailed his power as much
as tney could, and cntrusted the supreme authority to
his Aunt. He spoke Portuguese remarkably well; showed
considerable acquaintance with military affairs; and made
arrangements to supply the Dutch with fresh provisions,
from the neighhouring villages.

Van Goens landed without much difficulty to the
South of Cochin, and took up his position within the bare
walls of a Church, which the Portuguese had attempted
to destroy on the previous day. His next movement was
an attack upon the palace of the Ranee, where some
hundreds of Nairs were assembled to aid the Portuguese.
This palace, according to native authorities, had been
crected by the Portuguese for the Rajahs of Cochin, about
60 years after their first arrival, and probably occupied
the site of the present Muttencherry palace.

On the approach of the Dutch, the Nairs, primed
with intoxicating drugs, made a furious onset with long
swords, which they held with both hands. Many of the
Dutch were beaten down; but rallying their remaining
strength, they drove the Nairs back within the Palace
walls, where a fearful struggle ensued, which did not end
till' 400 Nairs fell before their opponents. A spirited
young Dutch officer, named Henry Adrian Van Rheede,
then only an cnsign, entered the Palace, and made the
Rance his prisoner; but at the entreaty of her nephew,
the young Rajah, she was trcated with kindness by the
Dutch. She'is spoken of as being an old woman, very
plain in appearnce, but covered with gold ornaments, and
jewels. This engagement took place in February 1662.

One thing that particularly struck the European
troops in this engagement, was thc want of anything like
national spirit among their opponents; they could not
understand how the Nairs should fight so furiously, whilst
fishermen, and other classes, apparently of the same nation
and country, looked on with indifference! It is however
the patural result of the exclusive caste system of the

Hindoos.
On the day following the engagement at the Palace, an

-—
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assault was made upon the Fort, led by an oflicer named
Was, which nearly succeeded; but unfortunately the
leader fell, and the Dutch rctired with considerable loss.
After this, trenches were opened, and a breach made; but
the besieged, being in great force, repaired by night the
injuries done by cach day’s fire. Thus matters went on
for several wecks, till the Dutch, hearing that the Porcaad
Rajah was coming to the assistance of the Portuguese,
with 6000 troops, and knowing that the monsoon was
approaching, gave up the contest for a scason. They
however managed to quit their entrenchments by night,

$o quicetly, that the hesieged did not know that they had

gouce till noon on the following day; for a certain Consta-
ble Bocrdorp, who was the last to embark, had run about
all night, bawling out, ““Stand,” “halt,” “who is there”?
and similarexpressions; whilst a Jewish ally still sounded
the hours, after every Dutchman had got safely ofl; by
these simple stratagems were the Portuguese deceived,
and all suspicion was hushed. Van Goens left 700 men in
Fort Orange, and 500 in the Fort of Cranganor,

The dreaded monsoon having passed, on the 25th.
of October the Dutch forces returned, under a General
named Hustaart. The Portuguesce in vain opposed his
landing, and in their desperation set fire to the convent
of St. John, to prevent the Dutch occupying it. The latter
however soon extinguished the flames, and made this
building their head quarters. A month later Van Goens
arrived, and the besieged were pressed more closely. In
December the Rajah of Porcaad, the chief native ally of
the Portuguese, arrived witha large force; and the Dutch,
finding that hc was throwing stores into the Fort, determi-
ned to attack his post at Ernaculam; where a bloody en-
vounter took place, in which the Porcaad troops met the
Dutch, whilst still in their boats, pulled them out by the
hair of their head, and stabbed them most dexterously;
nor could the' Dutch heat them back, until fresh troops
were brought up under command of a Captain Rec.

It was not beforc January 6th. 1663, that the Dutch
took the place, by assault. The Portuguese then syr.
rendered their avms, and marched out of the Fort; which
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was given up to pillage on the-two f9110Wing days; b}]t
the captors were disappointed in finding so littie booty. ‘

Besides the regular troops who defended the Fort
there were 400 Topasses * in the place, \'zvho had g.rcatly
assisted the Portuguese, but were not included in the
hasty terms which were made. when the place fvas.taken.
Fearing the Dutch Soldiery in th.e hour'of'thelr triumph,
these men drew up on Parade, just within the port at
which the Portuguese were to go out, an(} the Dutch to
cnter, and sworc that they Woulc.l take terrible vengeance,
and sct the whole town on fire, if they were not forthwith
treated on the saime terms as the Portuguese. Van Gocens
attended to their request, anq offered to take such of the'm
as were willing into the sexrvice of th(;a (]])utch; a proposal

i " them at once acceded.
* Whlg}}hl:z;r{!%;é g;' Porcaad, who had rallied his forccg;:
and was bringing a still greater army to succourkhm
Portuguese allies, on hearing that the Fort was ta ?n,
sent word to the Dutch, that, as they were now mastcrg,.
be would be as faithful to them as he had been to their
Pmdeci?i?&rther stated, by some \Yriters, tl.lat justbefore
the assault Van Goens had private information of a treaty
being concluded between Hollftlilcct) ;l;)(}efé)::fl}ln??l];hggtczz‘t:
ishi c1

:;::x}xlll I;go :gu]sl?v‘};: rllufl?tt i;ll:zn;atter a profound secret.; and
when afterwar’ds taunted by. the Portu.guese for thl?, he
cooly replied, that he was simply playing thcdsame atr;;‘e
which the Portuguese themsclves had. playe_l upon the
Dutch, at the capture of Fernambuco, in Brazil, not many
your blgflotri:hlrtever may be said of the subtle policy of
those in command, and of the zest with which the com-

hristiang, born in_the country, who were cither

* Topasses were native C iristians bor e Portugucse.

the converts, or half caste des

i the Dutch took
to be very probable, since B
templation
i i treaty of peacc wasin con ition,
g:é“?:ﬁ‘é:éluzgﬁitfﬁnz‘::;geof its progress thap the besicged oflicials
in Cochip; this was probabéy all he kpew.

& This story is not thought
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mon soldiers would sack the houses of many unfortunate
fainilies who then lost their all; there were others, we
hope, who entered the place with better feelings, and
gladly flocked to the now deserted church of the Jesuit
fathers to join in a service of thanksgiving, conducted
(probably) by the learned and excellent Dutch Chaplain,
Philip Baldecus, who has handed down to posterity an
interesting history of the siege. Therc was another com-
‘munity in the neighbourhood who had morc cause for
thanksgiving even then the Dutch, and these were the
poor Jews, who having long been chastised with whips,
had, of late, had the whips exchanged for scorpions, on
account of their manifest preference to the more tolerant
rule of the Protestant Dutch. The Portuguese did not
forget that a Jew had aided the embarkation of the Dutch,
by tolling the hours in their deserted camp, and that bell
had proved a death knell to many of this unhappy people;
for the Portuguese bad wreaked their vengeance, in the
interim between the first and second part of the siege, by
burning their houses and synagogues, and murdering all
who did not escape their hands by flight.

The Dutch leader, Hustaart, shortly after embarked
to lay siege to Cannanore, which was also a Portuguese set-
tlement. According to Paoli, Peter de Bitter and Charles
Valkenburg, leading officers in the Dutch fleet, were
left in charge of Cochin, and acted as its first governors;
but shortly after, in the same year, one Ludolff Colster
appears as sole Governor, 1663.

Having once established themselves as Masters of
the place, the Dutch made considerable alterations, Think-
ing the Fort too large, they contracted it to one third of
what it was. Indeed General Hustaart advocated a stilj
further contraction, and advised the construction of a
small Pentagon Fort, only one third the size of that which
they finally decided on. The Fort, as eventually complet-
cd by the Dutch, was strengthened by seven strong
bastions, which were called after the names of the seven
United Provinces, Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Frieslahd
&ec. It was further faced with curtains so thick that two
rows of large trees were planted on them, to afford shade

PLAN #0 ris PLTEH FORT
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during the hot season. Accommodation was provided for
a large body of soldiers within the walls, 4000 being the
cothplement in time of peace, whilst as many as 15,000
could be received (it is said) in time of war and tumult.

One of the first acts of the Dutch was to order all Eu-
ropean Romish Priests to quittheir territory:after which
they demolished all the convents and Churches of the
place; except the Church of the Franciscans, which they
converted into their Government Church, after having
ejected all its superstitious images, and ornaments; and
the Cathedral of S. Cruz, which they retained as a store
house for pepper, rice, and other products of the country,
using its tower for the flagstaff of the port.

Most of the streets were probably allowed to stand
as they had been arranged by the Portuguese, simply re-
celvmg Dutch names; * and the only building of any
importance they erected d@ppears to have been the Com-
mander’s House, which was advantageously situated, at
the N. W. angle of the Fort; its walls being Washed by,
the river where it enters the sea. The river issaid to have
been at this time a quarter of a mile broad, and very deep;
whilst the bar outside had 14 feet of water on it at spring
tide. They also formed a botanical garden on the ground
now belonging to the new Roman Catholic Church; and in
keeping with this, the street to it from the Government
Church, received the name of Bloemendaal (Flowerdale)
Straat. A large part of the now pleasant, airy parade ground,
was covered with a block of buildings, the principal of
which were het ammonitie Huys (ammunition Depot) and
de Lyfwagt. The present landing place for cabin boats,
was called de Boom Port, since it formed the entrance to
a canal which extended the whole length of the present
quay and was used for boats to bring in supplies of pro~
visions, firewood and other necessaries, to the Bazaar.
Its entrance being defended by 2 Boom, or beam, lying,
in the water, probably gave it the name of Boem port; and,
to this day, it is still called, by some, the Watergate

8 The chief names were as follows: de Linde (Lile Tree) Straat,
de Llly Straat, Heere (Gentleman) Straat, de Peeterceelie (Pnrsley)
de Breeg road) Straat, de Smee (Smith) Straat, de Osse
(Ox) Straat, urger (szen) Straat,  de (I)(al2ven (Calf) Straat &c.
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boked llilli)fl)u"tsdzhoﬁi(.:cr w}‘m commanded at Cochin was
ot o{"th ¢ first of his rank, on account of the
b nee of tt? Place, and the extent of country under
e tTlg Dutch? island of Wypeen was then under the
ting all vosn it ; who showed their authority by forbid-
Coé’hin’ wi‘thm ; :)1 enter the Backwater at Cranganor, and
- t'(’)rt . (;het‘\sl? cx;}n:css sanction. They also had a
e ixy)lct o i Esytﬁu;;,,“ch commanded the northern-
vethes ‘lvl_lt(; d;btructfon of the Churches and convents, to-
, 1th the banishment of the Europcan priests, ﬁ,lled

the inhabitants of Cochi i
thitants of Cochin with consternation. Many of

them, throuch fi .

o (loiltltwtlllleilr il«,,:ll', quitted the place altogether, though by
the panic that %:;11)1?ra1 prospects were ruined. Such was
would soon l;aw i :lfitn(trhfcglggltl, applt‘eheinding that they
serted streets, SOmcwh':t hane emptly houses and de-
yfdey . ged their policy, an
‘rhCi(r(lllls:ltChL:I;;Lb enticed the people back, rvilorin(‘l.: ];Z
After a time h;anmscan' Church which they had occul;ied,
the Dutch Rel'o‘rv:\vf}r this church was again resumed, for
induced to make the worship, whilst the Romanists were
where thei ¢ the town of Wypecn their head qu;

'i‘h lct:r parish church still stands. uarters,
Comme; i:ll:;Sth:l}l]cnt )01 the European ecclesiastics was so
de St Mz,xria : ¢ Portuguesc Carmelite Bishop, Joseph
Vicnr Apost(’)licaz{'n?\t exempted. This prelate, as the first
the ancient S yria Clhdabar’ * then exercised rule over
subjection to )th( 2 hUI“C]lOS, which had been forced into
period in the hi (i see o Eomc; and it was a very critical
Datch broasht story of this tyranny to have the Protestant
carliest Oppt(’mum'to such close proximity, so he took the
received b thv mt'y of waiting upon the victors, and was
strait to whichelm in great state. So desperate was the
court so hcreticr]f was reduced, that he stooped cven t(;
chaplain, that 4l a personage as the Dutch Protestant

» that he might use his influence to obtain Special

* Tho Bishop of Cochi
Jesuit, b p ot ochin was then probably residi T
Ml‘SSions%:g‘(‘,‘LtE ranciscus Barreto, who published an l;,uncgc(?t ?0?’ He Was
uth India, and died at Goa, Oct. 26th Jos unt of the Jesuits’
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permission for him to remain in his diocese; but he found
all was of no avail; those in authority were inexorable;
go, fie must. Iic however met with more respect and con-
sideration than any Protestant prelate would have done,
in those days, under similiar circumstances, from Roman
Catholic victors; and obtained permission to stay until he
had consecrated a native Cattanar, called Alexander de
Campo (or, as his countryman would call him, Parumbil
Chandy) to supply his place. *

The Dutch however had more than their match
among the Romish ecclesiastics; though the Jesuits broke
up their establishments at Cochin and Cranganor, and
travelling northwards established themselves in the terri-
tories of the Calicut Rajah, and though the Carmelite Bi-
shop made a parade of obedience, by embarking for Goa,
immediately after the consecration of Parumbil Chandy;
his nearcst brethern and * fellow-workers, the Carmelite
Missionaries, never, in reality, quitted the Cochin territor- .
ics, but hid themselves in remote native villages, hoping
for better times; which came in 1673, when one of their
number, Matthecusd S. J oseph, so ingratiated himself into
the favour of the Dutch Governor, Henry Van Rheede,
that he allowed them to show themselves openly, and to
build a house for Missionaries of their order at Chetiate,
near Ernaculum, and not more than two or three miles

from Cochin.

It may be thought that the conduct of the Dutch
towards these Romish ecclesiastics was harsh and intole-
rant; they were however compelled to act thus, simply
as a matter of self defence; for, so had these men mixed
themselves up with political affairs, that the Rajah of
Candy, in a treaty which he drew up with the Dutch, some
inserted the following article, which

short time before, i
rofers to them: IIis majesty will not suffer any priests,

friars, or clergyman, to dwell in his dominions; but oblige
them to depart as the authors of all rebellions and the ruin
of governments.” Such was the drcad which the Dutch had

.

* This man was the first native Bishop of the Roman Catholic faith, and
was conserated at Caduturutti, not far to the N. E. of Cottayam, which was
then one of the chief strongholds of the Rome-Syrian party.
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cause to have of jesuitical and priestly intrigue, that ¢ven
the native Christians, in the Dutch territories, were com-
pelicd to take an oath, that they renounced ali allegiance
to the king of Portugal, and Portuguese Bishops. *

The Carmelite Mattheeus, who won over the stern
Hollander to look favourably upon Romish interests, was
no ordinary man; being thoroughly educated, well versed
in languages, and of pleasing manners, he gained the fa-
vour of Van Rheede and retained it, by aiding in the
preparation of a work in which the Governor took a lively
interest. This was the famous work on Indian Botany,
known as the “Hortus Malabaricus;” which, after years
of labour being expended on it, was finally published at
Awmsterdam between 1686 and 1703, in 12 Vols, folio, with
794 very nicely executed copper plate engravings,

In compiling they‘Hortus Malabaricus” several per-
sons, both natives and Europeans, were employed. Three
Brahmins by the respective names of Ranga Botto, Vin-
aique Pandito, and Appu Botto, together with another
scholar of the Chogan caste, called Itti Achuden, gave
information about the medical properties of the plants.
All the country round was diligently searched by natives
best acquainted with the habitats of plants; and fresh
specimens were brought to Cochin where the Carmelite
Mattheeus sketched them, with such striking accuracy,
that there can be no difficulty in identifying cach particu-
lar species, when you see his drawings. A description of
each plant was written'in Malayalim, and thence translat-
ed into Portuguese, by a resident at Cochin, named Em-
manuel Carneiro. The Secretary to the Government,
Ierman Van Douep, further translated it into Latin, that
the learned in all the countries of Europe might have
access to it, The whole seems then te have passed under
the supervision of another tearned individual named Case-
arius, who was probably a Dutch Chaplain, and a personal
friend of Van Rheede. A book of its size, on which such
care was expended, must have consumed a fortune before

* Paoli says, that towarda the end of Iast century, copies of this form of
oath were still to be seen in the Dutch Secretary’s office at Cochin,
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its publication; and confers honor, both on those who
compiled it and the place where 1t was compiled. '
All the Dutch Governors hOWeZer fw:l:e Rn:;] i:ﬁ
‘ected towards the interests o e
ié‘/ll‘x,t(::lcr;l;lsy ‘322 Rheede. Isaac Van Dielen, * who was
appointed Governor in 1687, also favoured the Carmelite
Missionaries, and helped them in many ways; but Gelmer
Vosburgh, (1684) and some of his successors, were not at
all disposed to throw the sunshm-e of ?helr favour U%OH
the fathers; which led to such serious d¥sagreements, tfat
the matter was referred to the councils of .Euro‘}i)‘e o&-
decision. An amicable adjustment was in due time effecte
in 1698, by the aid of the Emperor Leopold, whereby per-
mission was obtained, from the Dutt?h East In(-ha Compan v
for the Carmelite Missionaries, thh.oqe B1§hop qf tl}exf
order, to reside, and hold pyoperty, Wlthl.ll their territories;
on condition that they were either Belgians, Germans, or
Italians, and were also well affected _to the.Dl}tch (f’vovem-
ment. The number of the Carm(?llte Mlsiﬂonanes was
however to be limited to twelve with one Bishop; and all
other European Ecclesiastics, belongmg to t'he Church of
Rome were to be excluded. Ever since this agreement
these Missionaries have been ackn(?wlefiged as the lawful
guardians of the interests of Romein t'hls part. of Malabar.
It is further worthy of a passing notice, that the
person who negotiated this business with the Dutch E. I,
Company, was a nephew of Pope Inn.ocent XII, .and that
the Dutch took the opportunity of urging upon this Ecclq?-
siastical negociator, that he shot.llt.i, in return, use hl.s
utmost endeavours to obtair} religious liberty for their
oppressed fellow Protestants in Hungary, from the Emper-
or Leopold. Matthoeus died in 1691, at the advanced age
of 91, seven years before the toleration which he had

i i ig sti i Government
- i ied in 1693, His tomb is still tobe seen in the
Chux;n&:}lﬁ;d\lm Rheede most probably is the ?I‘ahu'w ltndlgu:;:l:sl t‘% :;lheﬁ;
emor ) an enormous tomb still stands at Surat. dls (;cmlta 28 formerly
?do?ne(yi with frescoes, escutcheons, and elegant woo v:')ort 1 Dutgclh L cost
may be imagined, when one is told, that to :epaz; l;i: ; To5.)
pany Rs. 6,000! (See Andersons English Western India. p, 195,
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luboured to sccure hecame the established Iaw; and was
buried ot Verapoli, #

From this time onwards, the Romanists had no real
cause of complaint against their Dutch Rulers; and their
Bishops were reccived at Cochin in all but regal state.
When a Carmelite Vicar Apostolic first came to pay his
respects to the Dutch Governor, he was received with
great pomp, and conveyed in the Governor’s own carriage,
- with a guard of soldiers, to his official residence; a salute
being fired in his honor when he entered, and again when
he quitted the Fort. On these occasions too, the Bishop’s
own hody-guard somectimes consisted of as many as 5000
Native Christians, bearing swords and shiclds, to give them
a military aspect. This custom continucd as long as the
utch held Cochin, Adrian Moens, the last Governor hut
one, having shown these marks of attention to D. Aloysius,
the last Vicar Apostolic appointed under their rule.

We get a somewhat amusing peep at Cochin in the
time of the Dutch, from the writings of the French author,
M. Anguetil du Perron, who stayed at this place in the
Iatter part of 1757, and the beginning of 1758, On landing,
he tells us, his first visit was paid to the Governor, €
whora he calls “le Commandcur.” He was at his country
house, where he gave the French traveller a pelite recep-
tion. Glasses of undiluted brandy, wine, beer, and tobacco
bipes, quickly succecded cach other, and led to a copious
flow of conversation. All this was only preparatory to
dinner, to which he was invited to stay, and makc the
acquaintance of some of the leading Dutch ladies; to whom
the stranger, fresh from Europe, was quite an object of
attraction. One cannot wonder that settlements in the
tropics were then so fatal to European constitutions, when
intoxicating drinks were so frecly, and unseasonably used,
cven in the best Socicety.

He afterwards visited M. Van Vechten, Sccretary

* The Church of Verapoli, dedicated to St. Joseph, was built 1678. The
Seminary was erected by a Carmelite Bishop named Florentius, whe was
consecrated 1746 and died 1773,

9 The Governor at this time was a certain Gaspar de Jong.,

- antiquarian
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of Council, to whom he had a letter of i[}tr.oduction, and
he describes him as a polished man, obliging, and wgll
read: which is more than he says of the Dutch Chaplain,
althc;ugh he had a splendid library, ‘fespecu}lly rich in
commentaries on the Bible;” probably in the literary a:nd
tastes of the Secretary there was more fgelmg
in common, than in the theological views and studies of

testant Minister. ) .
n e ?But the most amusing character he describes is

“mine host,” the hotel keeper, * ‘vho_enJoyed 151(11e monoé
poly of entertaining strangers, for whgch hekpal a %100

round sum to the Governor; and gf)t 1.t .bac , as well as
he could, out of the unfortunate individuals wh? were
compelled by circumstauces to seek shelter under his ro'of,
He was a Dutchman of those round proportions which
one sees sketched to life by some of the Masters of th'e
Flemish School, who “qudffed his dram, and smoked his

i ith inimitable grace,” and was considered by his
Stlali);h:;;l:'sl lﬁ)mbe wortgl; some 50,000 Rs_. He had but one
table in common with his guests, to which Du Perron had
the honor to be admitted. Dining seemed to be t/e great
event of his daily life; then he was to be seen in state,
attended by two Caffres, and four little N egroes; .of whom,
one poured out his potations, anot]!er wiped his mouth,
the third chased away the flies, whilst the fourth fanned
him!

Du Perron found it much too expensive to live at
the Hotel; and so, after making the acquaintance of the
Carmelite Missionary, Father Anastase, who resided in
Muttenchery, he arranged to go, and sl.lare'with him his
primitive domicile of two rooms, and his simple fare of
eggs and rice, greatly to the disgust of “‘mine host,” who
grumbled at his precipitate retreat, and still more, at the
smallness of the bill he had run up with him.

The Dutch establishment t/h Y d of the

Governor, or Commander, assisted by ARdehing:
persons, the Head Merchap?, Qt,h% CMmand@ﬁt,&

4 - Nife
® The end of Bloemendaal Stra led Gasthuys Steeg.‘a
quart:: t‘i\e Gasthuys (Guest house)/ de &,?Obﬂblrswm

towa Bazaar wags called Prince Sh“h t, D
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troops, the Fiscal (who also held the oftice of Nolary)
the Store keeper, the Bookkeeper, and the Cashier, (who
were styled Under Merchants) and the Secretary. Two

“astIndians (Mestices), anindividual styled “le Topaye,”
and the Custombouse officer, were also honored with the
title of Councillor.

The troops are further described as a medley of
nations, among which Germans had the preference after
the Dutch; and then the I'rench, which will in some
measure account for the many German and French names
met with amongst the present East Indian community of
the place. A Captain’s pay was only Rs. 50 per mensem,
a Lieutenant’s in proportion; whilst an Ensign got only
22 Rs! The common soldiers were worse off than thejr
officers, their pay being 9 florins, paid in fanams, of which
20 went to @ rupee, but they were subjected to such Serious
deductions for clothes &ec. that they only received, for
ordinary expenses, 110 out of 212 fanams! They ap-
pear to have been badly fed and clothed, and very subject
to leprosy; which Du Perron attributes to their low
diet, the use of saltfish, and the brackish water of the
place. The number of the garrison is not mentioned, but
as he speaks of a rcinforcement coming from Batavia in
1757, consisting of 300 white, and 1700 coloured soldiers,
and that this was cnough to frighten the neighbouring
Samorin, who was becoming troublesome, into submission,
it does not appear that they supported a very large Eu-
ropean force in this place, at this time.

The Commandant, like the Governor, was allowed
some curious perquisites, to eke out his pay, deriving pro-
fits from the Leprosy 1 ospital, the Orphan house, * ang
from soldiers who wished to live exempt from military
service; which together formed a sum so considerable as
to place him in aflluent circumstances!

In a bird’s eye view of Cochin furnished by Du

* This building ('t Weeshuys) is said to have stood at the right hand
corner a8 you enter Hecre Straat (Gentleman Street,) and opposite the north
corner of §t, Andrews Church, A balance due, amouting (o Rs 14,400 for\he
Orphan house and church Poor, and Rs 3,580 for the Leper Hospital remaing
still unclaimed from the Dutch Government. Rs 600 of the first mentioned -
$um ywas a gift of Governor Moens, “on certain conditions to the Parish poor.”
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Perron, the nave of the old pathedral is represenyilqtll tas
runping in an easterly direction from the tower, W !1 s raﬁ
massive gateway, at the corner “:here the offices of ¥ es]s
Wilson and Ritchie now stand, is sum‘lounted by ‘i, f‘ ag
staff. * On the Cathedral green, and againon Candle sd fmg
in the Backwater, gallows are represented as stan 113?,
to strike terrorin evil doers; this prol.)'%bly serves to verify
the tradition, that the Dutch au.thfmtles used that seclu-
ded spot for the interment of criminals. .The Dutch seem
to have been fond of having c.ountry. res1denceskon :oml(?
of the picturesque islands, with which the Bac wat ei }:b
tudded, ¥ as well in the more immediate environs to the
gonth of Cochin where the Governor, ax::l many of the
upper classes bad their f‘Garden Houses. ! ot
Though a Romanist, Du Perren bears tes 1m?nty
to the tolerant principles of the Dutch Government, sta ;
ine that Lis co-religionists, the Romish Mlsssu;?ane? z;)
wgll as the Syrian Priests, (whom he s?y]es C 1.sme.m ic )
were allowed to live quietly under.thelr prot(-:ctlo.n,- and
to cxercise in all liberty, the functl-ons of their mmlstry:
"The Syrians, especially, were indebted to the P_utcgi.
since they shielded them from the tyranny and op pression !
the Romanists, and even assisted themin the managemeg
of their ccclesiastical affairs. In the latter howeveli-.(zlwcorl ;
ine to Paulini) they were not always m.OSt successful, as the
foflowing cases will show: The Syrians h.a\] often urged
the Dutchtofetch them a Bishop from Persid, to consefzratcr
their Metran, Thomas de Campo, about the regularity lol
whose appointment they h:}d some doubts; at lastth?
most influential merchant in Cochin, who was ;;,1 few,
named Ezekial, undertook the matter, and brought from

i i the Main-
ite end of Messrs Wilsonand Co’s premises was :
ua;rgt':rl;s (ﬁ]c‘;gfl\tveit;in the memory of some still living, there was a clock
gontai’ning a fine bell to strike the hours.

€ The Hotel keeper takes Du Perron out to his conntry house o:;st(}:ehis‘llz.:g-
alled Kanatcha, on the way to Verapoly. He says the{e we(xieta so houses
ngamandourte (i. o Candle Islz;nd) l;‘;}éiacgi:'};eroz)‘)ni (;)r;%?ecl;)ng into the
here wasa Villa with a 00 ]
g::ll?\ig{'érq;m the ground now occupied by the British 'Re_snlencg., am% 3;:
gardens at’Balghatty were a favourite resort for the picnic parties o
Dutch gentry. . D2
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Bussorah, in a Dutch ship, one Mar Joannes, who arriv-
ed at Cochin in 1747, hut proved so unsatisfactory a cha-
racter, that he was put into a ship, and sent back to Bus-
sorah, against his will, four years after his first landing.
Mar Joannes is stigmatized, by the Carmelite Missionary,
as a great Iconoclast; and probably had abundance to do
in the way of image breaking, as the Romanists induced
the Syrians to adopt some of their evil customs, where
they could not induce them to submit to their authority.
If image breaking was the worst thing he did, one cannot
but regret he was so summarily expelled the country. In
the same year that Mar Joannes left, on 23rd of April
1751, three other Metrans, Mar Basilius, Mar Gregorius,
and Mar Joannes, accompanied by two priests, landed at
Cochin; the Dutch company demanded no less a sum than
Rs. 12,000 for bringing these dignitaries to Malabar, but
the Syrian Christians, thinking the charge excessive,
refused payment, in consequence of which a lawsuit of
long continuance followed, in one of the courts of the
Travancore Rajah.

The affairs of the Dutch Company were not very
flourishing at this period, and, in fact, such had been their
losses, that the T'ravancore Rajah sent special messengers
to condole with them on their serious misfortunes. This
Rajah, Wunjee Martanda, from his unscrupulous ambiti-
on, and repeated aggressions upon the territories of his
neighbours, wis a source of anxiety to them. On one occa-
sion when they commissioned a certain Baron Imhoff to
transact some business with him, relative to the affairs
of the Ranee of Changanaad, he let them know plainly
that he did not fear them. Upon the Baron threatening
an invasion of his territories, the Rajah replied that he
had inaccessible rocks to which he could retire, and find
a secure retreat; and when the Baron added that the Dutch
Company could penetrate his fastnesses; the Rajah re-
torted, in irony: “All in good time; and I with some armed
Munjees, am going to make the conquest of Europe.” they
then parted, more exasperated than ever, and prepared
for war.

But before many years they were doomed to have

Xy YIS INL wWowy NIMNIOD
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* more troublesome neighbours than either the Samorin,
orthe Travancore Rajah, in Hyder Ally, and Tippoo Sultan.
So &arly as 1775 Hyder desired te add Travancore to his
other conquests, and requested of the Dutch authorities at
Cochin a free passage for his troops, through, their posses-
sions. The subject being a very important one, was refer-
red to the supreme Government, at Batavia, for decision.
Hyder was enraged at the delay which ensued; and sent
Sirdar Khan with 10,000 men to ravage their territory
with fire and sword, and to wrest from their hands the
Fort at Chetwye, which was captured in 1776, after an
ineffectual attempt to relieve it by reinforcements from
Ceylon. In January 1777, the reply from Batavia, ac-
companied with presents, arrived; and Mr Moens, the
Governor of Cochin, forwarded them on to Hyder; who
graciously accepted them, and aflected to attribute the
late hostilities to mutual rhisunderstandings.

After the death of Hyder, Tippoo attempted to
carry out his father’s designs upon Travancore, and tried
to effect this either through the Samorin, or Cochin Rajah,
In 1789 he sent to the latter a special envoy to inform him
that he wished to purchase the fort of Cochin, and hoped
to do so through him; but though the Dutch had shown
some inclination to part with Ayacotta, and Cranganore,
they were not at all disposed to allow of even one of these
falling into such hands. Ayacotta was soon after bought
by the Travancore Rajah, under the advice of Major
Bannerman, the English Commissioner, for half the sum
offered by Tippoo, which enraged him not a little.

Cochin was destined to fall into better hands than
Tippoo’s. Four years before the ambitious and blood
stained career of the latter terminated, Cochin, upon a
rupture with the Dutch, was taken by the English, under
the command of Major Petre. In the beginning of the year
1795 the revolutionary party had gained such strength in
Holland, that the Stadtholder, with the hereditary Prince
of Orange, had been compelled to flee for their lives, and
pitt themselves under the protection ofthe king of England.
What to do with the Dutch colonies, to keep them out of
the hands of the revolutionary party and their French
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allies, bocame an important subject of consideration with
the Linglish government; in consequence of which in-
structions were sent out to our naval and Military Com-
manders in diflerent parts of the world to reduce and
occupy all the Dutch settlements, This led to the taking
of Ceylon, Malacca, Amboyna, Banda, Chinsura, and
Cochin, in the East. The hostilities against Cochin do
not appear to have been of a very formidable nature, for
the Dutch power was too much weakened to allow of any
scrious resistance. The place surrendered to the English,
October 20th 1795,
According to the Articles of Capitulation all private
property was to be held sacred by the English; and all
the inhabitants, who were willing to remain, and to take
the oath of allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, werc to
be trcated as British subjects. The free cxercise of the
Reformed Religion, according to the usages of the Dutch
Church, together with toleration to the Romanists and
all others, were readily pledged. The Dutch required
that in moving their effects they might be allowed to take
with them their servants, and slaves; but even at that carly
period testimony was borne against slavery, on the part
of the Inglish, who, in reply, allowed them all they de-
manded, “‘except with respect to slaves, a name unknown
in the British dominions;” thus was the planting of our
national flag upon this remote corner of the world, from
the first, accompaniced, as it cver should be, with a pro-
clamation of “liberty to the captive,” and frecdom to the
oppresscd.

Some of the spcecifications of the Dutch required refer-
cnce to other quarters, To the request that the funds be-
longing to the Orphan College, and the Poorhouse, might
not be confiscated, or seized upon, being charitablo trusts,
Major Petre replied, that they would be considered as
the property of lis Britannic Majesty, and persons would
be appointed by him for their management. * And to a
further demand that the fortifications, Government House,
all Magazines, and other public buildings should not be

* That some of these things were never managed at ally a former note
plainly shows,

7
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demolished, but preserved, as they werc; he replied, that
they would all be disposed of as the Commander-in-chief,
or the commanding officer, should think proper at the time.

The answer of Major Petre to the several articles
of capitulation was given at the Camp before Cochin at
half past 11-0’clock, in the might of the 19th. of (ctober,
with the promise that there should be a cessation of arms
till 4 o’clock the next morning; but should Mr Vanspall
the Governor, and his council, not be satisfied with the
terms, hostilities would then be renewed.

Notwithstanding the generally favourable character
of the terms of surrender, the change of masters was ruin-
ous to many who had been employed in connection with
the Dutch Company, and led some of the most respecta-
ble families to emigrate to Batavia, Ceylon, Bombay, and
other places; and when some returned to Cochin a few
years after, it was to mourn over the desolations effected
by the demolition of most of the government buildings, *
withthe exceptionof the venerable Church, and reports ays,
that the mining opcrations necessary in the work of
demolition very seriously shattered many of the most sub-
stantial private houses, and rendercd it nccessary to
support the shaken walls with those massive buttresses
which are yet secn in several parts of the town.

The early history ot Cochin under the British rule
is not calculated to reflect credit upon the Hon: E. I.
Company. Utterly neglected fora long period, with a de-
clining trade, and an impoverished population, gencrally
deprived of all religious and cducational advantages, onc
cannot wonder that it gradually sunk, lower and lower,
commercially, socially, and morally.

In 1806 Dr. Claudius Buchanan, the author of that
interesting work ‘“Christian Researches in Asia,” paid
a long visit to Cochin, principally in search of manu-
scripts. The place then secmed to have been much hetter
stocked with old books than now; for the Bazaar merchants
hagl only just commenced the destruction of those num-
erous volumes of Latin, Portuguese, and Dutch authors,

* This probably took place about 1803.
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which must have accumulated during the three centuties
Cochin had been in the hands of Europeans, but which
are now nowhere to he found.

Dr Buchanan chiefly sought for books amongst
the Jews and Syrian Christians, and with considerable
success. He tells us that in almost every house he found
Hebrew books, printed or manuscript. Most of the printed
books had found their way from Europe, through the
medium of the Portuguese and Dutch commerce of former
days. So long as it was thought that he wanted these
works as presents, scarcely any were forth coming; but
after waiting six weeks, he discovered that the use of a
golden key unlocked the old lumber chests in which the
Venerable records he coveted were stowed away. In an old
Record chest, in the Black Jews Synagogue, where decay-
cd copies of the Scriptures were thrown, he found a variety
of Mss. Some written on parchment, others on goatskins,
and others again on cotton paper. He bargained for them
all forthwith, wrapped them up in two cloths, and gave
them to some Jews to convey to his house in Cochin.

Buchanan perceived that all the by-standers in the
Synagogue did not vicw this transaction with equal favour,
and so hastened away in company with some of the chief
Jews; but before he had quitted Jewtown, the cry of
Jewish fanaticism “Men of Israel help!” as of old time,
had roused the rabble of the place. “The Christians were
robbing the Synagogue of the Law!” and with this com-
plaint in their mouths, some of them outstripped him in

speed to lay the case before Mr. Flower, the chief Magis-

trate. The Mss. were left in his hand by mutual consent;
and after the expiration of some days, when the minds of
the people were somewhat tranquillized, an amicable
adjustment was made, by - which Buchanan was allowed
to retain all the old decayed Mss., and some of the newer
kind. A good many other Mss., chiefly in the Rabbinical
character, were obtained at the Jewish settlements in the

neighbourhood.

These were considered at the time most important
acquisitions in Europe. It was supposcd that as these
Jews had been for so many ages separated from their
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brethern in the West, their Mss. might have been derived
frum a channel independent of that through which the
text of our printed Bibles has been transmitted to us; and
learned men had long desired such testimony to the inte-
grity of the Hebrew Scriptures.

The most curious and important of these Mss. was
a copy of the Five Books of Moses, written on goatskins,
and found in one of the Black Jews’ synagogues; a copy
of the old and New Testament with the Apocrypha, in
old Syriac, presented by the Syrian Metran; and a version
of the New Testament in Hebrew, executed by a learned
Rabbi in Travancore, about one handred and fifty years
before. They are all carefully preserved if' Englanq, hav-
ing been presented by Buchanan to the University ler-ary
at Cambridge. Two of these are worthy o.f further notice.

The copy of the Pentateuch found in Jewtown was
written on a roll of goatsKins dyed red. It measures 48
feet in length, and in breadth about 22 inches, or a Jewish
cubit. It is an imperfect copy, for the book of ];‘ev1t1cus,
and the greater part of Deuteronomy, are wanting; when
complete the whole roll must haYe measured a}bout 90 fe.et.
In its present condition it consists of 87 skins; contains.
117 columns of writing, perfectly clear and legible; a?d
exhibits a noble specimen of the manner and form Ef lt 1e
most ancient Hebrew Mss. Mr Yeates, a Hebrew scho ar;‘
who collated the Mss. at Cambndge with the . [E?Xt'o
Vander Hooght’s printed edition of the Hebrew Bi d'(:j’ m;
forms us, that all the various readings he detected ;t nod
cxceed forty in number, and that not one o_f ‘them altere
the sense of any passage, being merely addltIOHS'OI' czltlms-A
sions of a jod or vau (i. e. i. or v.) letter; and that. hes:i
variations are greatly reduced when' compar('algl “rlste tﬁe
older edition, printed at Amsterdam in 16f31. uc:ﬁgust be
language of the learned Bishop Marsh, this 10 o he
regarded at least as a literary curiosity, dgse;{[ g an
attention of the learned in genera}. And as (;hlsfati OSﬂs.f roI:n
pears, on comparison, to have no important evtl'll  ater
ot common printed Hebrew text, 1t 1s.qf s ll gumenr
Yalue to a theologian, as it affords an additional arg ;

OF the integrity of the Pentateuclﬁ"

~
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The Syriac copy of the Scriptures was not less
interesting than the Hebrew Pentateuch. It was discover-
ed in a remote Syrian Church ncar the mountains. * K g
engrossed with beautiful accuracy in the Estrangelo, or
old Syriac character, on strong vellum, in large folio, and
having three columns in a page. The words of every hook
are numbered; and the volume is illuminated. The Syrians
considered it to be g thousand years old; and Mr. Yeates,
who also collated this Mss, supposes it to have been writ-
ten about the seventh century.

It is said that the last years of Buchanan’s life were
spent in preparing a printed edition of the Mss. discover-
ed in Cochin and its ncighbourhood; and that he died, so
to speak, with the sheets of the Syriac Testament in his
hand.

Here, we may make a passing observation or two
on the Cochin Jews, since our.attention has again been
directed to them; and their location in these parts has heen
now for several gencrations matter of deep interest to
every inquiring mind,

The most reasonable supposition respecting their
origin is, that their forefathers arrived on this coast soon
aflter the destruction of the second Temple, in A. D. 70,
They still have in their possession engraved copper plates,
which date as far back as the times of the Perumals, whosg
dynasty terminated so far back as A. D, 825; hence their
claim to antiquity, as residents in this country, is well
founded; and we further learn that they even then stood
high in favour with the native Princes, and enjoyed privi-
leges granted only to the most respectable classes, Ag
many as 10,000 are said to have come in the first instance;
but their limited numbers for the last few centuries, during
which we have been favoured with correct inform L
about them, makes this very donbtful,

The Portuguesc found them g ﬂourishing Com-
munity at Cranganore. There were then White and Black
Jews. There is every reason to belicve that the latter were
originally their slaves, and natives of the country whom

atioy

—
* Either Angamale, the ancient residence of the §

- ' ¢ yrian Metrana, or Rape;
itis uncertain which from Buchanan's narrative,
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el % id
they had proselytized to the J ewns;lggsllglolnén 'ggy Sl‘l(t
not leave Cranganore till A D. t" W:)f s Cocitin
themselves under the immediate Pr°te§_;°’t1 fihe Por-
Rajah, to escape the intolerance and bigo rhy o e or
ajan, The leading men among them at this 1(;11; e
twuguese. «astil. David Belilia, Ephraim Sa!ah, acd Josep
Samue ;,as f:)ur elders built the first white Jews Syna-
Levy. flf:ir own cost; but the policy of the Portuguese
gozuo & to impoverish them in every way .they could, so
lt)ladtb«ff”thios tilll)le they were in comparatively reduced
lat d
circumstances. a happier condition imme-
N Theths:?i:;ls?friget‘]))utch I:Ill) 1G63. Their leading
diately on t, (i(a David Levy, a lineal descendant of one
man then w aliiers just mentioned. e was ho.nored W.lth
o th‘c fou; I\(':I deliar, and had an official staff given to him,
e utleo‘ r(l)uich wzxs modnted with gold, and hafi the
the top (')tl w H. E. 1. Dutch company engraved on it.
motto e tir;me .to time however there were fresh u'na
t'l?x::[::f settlers from Europe, so that all the white
pmtﬁ i 1ot the descendants of these who orginally came.
o b'i“lrfe ‘lome Jewish merchants came from Amsterdam,
In 1()1?0 ; kindly received by the Dutch Govgrnor, Con.n-
and “‘erif shure. Some Spanish Jews too lived here in
mOdQle (f)“the zlj)'utch, who beasted that they once had a'
the time ¢ hich equalled in splendour that of London!
Synagogue W andering Jews from different partsof western
Rilatﬁzfél‘;i‘:[‘:d theirD way to Cochin, and settled down
st i i itants.
amongst the ;)Irllglcx;f(«)lulnrxtl;wi:):n by Van Rheede, dated 1677,
) wou]I‘('irgI'?pea; that Jewtown then was much what it is

[e says “At the place where they reside they have
now: [

ini eat interest
’ f Cochinin 1773, and took gr
g ‘ag Governor o
* Mr Moeus, who was

jous to the coming of the Portu-
i : vg, states that previo o e ranca
in the llustorf (zlf}t’l(l’t;;)lg“c(;nsiderable comr;(j:;)}}rzyl;ut)zg zi-};:?t‘:’!e’vlt’his T
Buese N e of the Bluck Jetws revolti fe T o e ons
nore, in conseque mie 0[})’%“ leld in slavery. Suchfcxlll)ld}tllgrtnhbewme by
they had previous ythe genuine descendants O . lran in’guﬁicient AR
hvings i .be(f'sr: some Ethnologists have as‘ie,;:(t':;)ztinual B Loyt
o Indln'(t)tdl.u\"ful for them to hold su¢ '
since it was v

XXV, 39.40.) E2
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houses built of stone, in two rows, which form a strect
like that of a small village.” They continued to be an
opulent and thriving community so long as commerce
flourished in the place; and within the memory of persons
still living, the position of some of the Jewish merchants
was such, that they interchanged visits with the best Dutch
families.

‘The concluding days of December 1808, and the
month of January 1809, were fraught with incidents which
naturally enough filled the people of Cochin and its
vicinity with some alarm; and this period is still spoken
of by many of the old inhabitants as “‘the time of the Nair
War.” At the instigation of the Travancore Dewan the life
of the British Resident, Col. Macauley, was attempted at
Quilon, on the night of December 28th. but he happily
escaped. Shortly after 33 privates belonging to one of the
Regiments sent to quell the imvsurrection in Travancore,
having been treacherously enticed to land at Alleppy were
suddenly seized, tied in couples, with large stones attach-
ed to their necks, and drowned in the Backwater! Various
unsuccessful attempts were made after this to drive the
English from the country; and about the 25t%. of January
a descent was madc upon Cochin, by three columns of the
enemy on three different points at the same time.

The detachment at Cochin was then under command
of Major Hewitt, who prepared to receive the encmy by
throwing barricades of earth at the entrance of each of
the Streets leading up from the water side, for the Fort
had been ere this completely dismantled; and though, the
British force was greatly inferior to the Nairs in number,
the commandant’s eflorts were crowned with complete
success. Most of the private families in the town kept in
their houses and witnessed nothing of what was going on
at the barricades, simply hearing the discharges of artil-
lery and sceing the captured and wounded Nairs brought
in to the Jail, the prcmises now used as the Electric
Tclegraph office; but the advance of the Nair troops, who
came up from the south side of the town, with their can-
non decorated with garlands of scarlet shoe flowers, was
what many witnessed, and is therefore still remembered
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ior Hewitt taken up
i e. So naturally was Major
wi tllllethplz;:{citement of the day on Whlcl} the enemydy;v:rs
with the that the wounded were left entirely uncare | for,
repaise, uld probably have perlshed haq it not been
and some \:110 fices of certain good Samaritans amo}:x.g
e t]};e tkilnger(l)try who volunteered their services for this
the Dutc s
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It is to be feared however that the Protestant Com-
munity were generally speaking in a very slecpy state, and
quite indifferent to thosc distinctive truths ot Evangelical
Christianity in defence of which their forefathers in Hol-
land once so nobly bled and died, under the tyranny of
the Duke of Alva; and thus one finds Joaquim Gerard van
Dam, the Vicar of Wypeen, and other Romish priests,
privately baptizing Protestant children with the knowledge
and consent of the Protestant Minister! On such occasions
itis said the priests kept strictly to the words of the
institution, using nothing but water, and not cven impos-
ing the sign of the cross, because it wasnot used in Pres-
byterian congregations! This indicates a tolerant spirit on
the part of the Romish priests rarely met with in the
present day; though, possibly it may still exist in mixed
communitics where there is no life in Protestant Chris-
tianity. 1t may also be noted tifat at this period of history,
in consequence of the terrible revolutions which had
convulsed every Roman Catholic state in Europe, Rome
was so much humbled by adversity that even a Bishop of
Verapoli could entertain the idea of circulating copies of
the Sacred Scriptures among the native Christians, instead
of issuing anathemas, and directing that they should he
burnt.*

After the death of Mr Cornelisz the people were
for years sheep without a shepherd, and for those who
did not choose to go to the Romish pricsts the only al-
ternative was to be married by the civil magistrate, and
to have their children baptized, and their dead intered hy
the same individual! In 1808, when Buchanan was at
Tellicherry, the Protestant inhabitants complained to him

the people knowing by the colour to what object the contents of each bag
wasto bedevoted, whether to the Orphanage, Church, Widows,’ Leper Hos-
pital, or any other charity, and giving to which they pleased.

* «The Romish Bishop who is abon vivant, perceiving that my ehief ob-
Jject was to diffuse the Scriptures among the pecple, began to think it might
be polite in him to circulate thewn among the people too, and to please Mhe
Englishrather than the Inquisition. Colonel Macauley thinks the Bishop will
adopt the measure the moment we seriously propose it ” Letter from Cochip
dated Dec. 24, 1806. Memoirs of Dr C. Buchanan, Vol: 1. p. 02,
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ilmt there was ‘“no Protestant Church or minister on thii
coast, except a chaplain to the ga;‘lrlson cﬁl (iaananorr:ét
. hich was that the gre
The’ natural consequence of whi '
1{;ass' of the East Indian community }v;vas absorbed in the
hi d them. e
. 1 element which surrounde . P
Romlslj&?lehowever at Cochin did not apostatize to Rome,
After making an unsuccessful attempt to secure the ser-
‘ices of an efficient Dutch minister, fhe Brotestant par}tly
:vere somewhat cheered with the visit p:‘;ud them l()ly tle
first Bishop of Calcutta, whose sympa;lth.lei) vl‘]relrfe eeply
, i ly enlisted on their behalt.
awakenlgids’hﬁ?)do?‘lxlcgglgton arrived at Cochin Apnl 11th.
6: and took up his quarters at the B. Resxdeqcy at
1811",11'?& He found Cochin “in all r.espects sufﬁmentl;;
Bi}s:rz;blg. some of the principal edifices neglected amf
;'l;lllin(r int’o decay, the Dutch Church shut up for want o
=]

a minister, the School in the Fort destroyed, the children

- jeft unbaptized, the sick unassisted, and without the last

1 apathy among the inhabi-

v offices, and a tota th on;

gr?r?tssoz'z;ts(;)g:ting e,ducation and religion! Such had bcen
it

,"*

the state of the place for nearly 15 years . Lhe
Bishop Middleton was eamestly] entt:‘eate 3{1 »

i i 5 y them with &
:cipal Dutch inhabitants to supp‘ !
%::210115};1 chaplain, offering to hm:ltl;)e ut»;](?3 olf)'r;ltl:sgﬁ:/:rgf

° ., "rne y

t church. A petition Sig ; : o
nlle“towu was forwarded by the Bl.sho.p to th(,. Madras
t\]e rnment, and in consequence of this, ﬂ}e Bishop, on
h(j";erturn to’ Calcutta, directed a nfasvly amv.ed_chap]am,
tllle Rev. Walter Williams, to repair to Cochin to supply

" its spiritual wants. On his arrival at Madras, it is said,

i .v could to deter him from proceeding
:(()n;]liesd%lg\t‘iv;lr?,t;:scuyring him that he wquld not find ha}f a
dozen })eoplc able to understaqd English, 1amiil ap\l::;z?d;ﬁ
his services. However, nothing daunt(lal(., ﬁeSt ent o
his way, received a hearty welcome on 1sd r.nistmﬁofl
and was agreeably surprised on his first a [tl;‘:an ratio

" the Lord’s Supper to fiod BO fewer R ghty
o B ; eq anxious to partake of this sacred rite! ‘Lhe con
Efésgg?{on, {0 give proof of their gratitude for the rcopening
-]

.
* Lile of Bp: Meddleton Vol I p. 233
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of their long closed church, * did their best to bring it
into a fit state for their weekly assemblies, whilst two of
their number, Mr. Schuler, and Mr. Crockenden, present-
ed a new pulpit, and reading desk, at the cost of Rs. 1000,
The temporal wants of the many poor in the place, and
the educational wants of the rising generation, next receiv-
ed Mr. Williams’ attention.

One cannot wonder that poverty abounded in a
decayed settlement like Cochin; and what we must regard
(to say the least) as the inconsiderate suppression of the
Datch Orphan House, with its ample funds, must have
increased the misery in many an indigent household. In
his efforts to alleviate the wants of this class, Mr Williams
was generously assisted by the Cochin Rajah who esta-
blished a Poorhouse for distressed Natives, and placed it
under the Superintendenece of the Chaplain, assigning, as
his contribution towards it, Rs. 100 per mensem. Here we
see the commencement of the Friend in Need Society. The
Poor house towards which the Rajah contributed fell down
in the opening of the monsoon of 1855. Since then a more
spacious and airy building has been erected, partly by
private subscription, and partly by a grant from the
Government of Rs 2,000; and though many friends have
been raised up in succession, to contribute liberall
towards the relief of the poor, the monthly donation of the
Native Rajahs (continued to the present day) has always
formed a large proportion of the periodical receipts.

Mr. Williams further exerted himself to establish a
Free School for the rising generation; towards this object
also the Native Rajah was a liberal contribator. The first
master was a scrgeant who had some little cducation, and
the School was kept in a large vacant room, in the Govern-
ment buildings, which covered the area of the present Frce
School compound, and though this was once the site of
the Dominican convent, the buildings which stood there in
the later years of thc Dutch rule had been used, at one
time, as an inn, and at another, as a Jjail. The monéy

* Reportsays the Church was sometirpes occupied as temporary barracks
for European troops on special emergencies, when the sacred edifice resound.
ed with far different notes than the Songs of the Sanctuary!
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collected for the Free school was funded as an Endou'J-
ment, connected with the English Protestant Churchfm
the place; and though, the school may have been for
short seasons in abeyance, from }xncontrollable causes,
it is to it that a very large proportion of the males of the
middle and lower classes of ’;he place owe whatever
ish ion they possess.
Enghs};siiut(}itll)mtes};s&t co(llnml}nity] wbere 'again -to bi
i vithout a shepherd; after labouring amongs
E}keins?:: I;l:out a year their kind fru?nd and pastc:ir ;Yas
compelled to leave them through ill hea}l‘th, an 1 ie
shortly after his arrival at Bpmbay, on his wayt (?:ne,
Short as the season of his sojourn was, we waly note lda'st
one of the bright spots in thfa history of the p a(;e, and i
serves to show, that well directed efforts are o ten plt-o-
ductive of the happiest results long after thﬁ .o?.gma (;xl'
has passed off the busy scene of life; the Cons l.an.ZVlt
also see in all this the controlhflg .hand of the mmscx.dn(i
who foreseeing that His servant’s time was short, so guide
him that what he did should be Well.done. .
Before Mr Williams came, C};)chtm had.lz]eent fo; ;ﬁﬂi{
observed, without a resident p s
3v5az Zat;rvsv, t‘(‘),ebgat:’:aﬂy 20 years WithO}lt, :fmd'had no.t Mr,
Williams originated the permanent institution vahl‘ch he
did, one can hardly conceive the accumulation of misery,
dari'mess and degradation, whlc.h mu?t hav.e come over
the working classes. Though during thls-penod there was
no resident Minister, the people ha:ppﬂy‘ were not left
entirely without the ordinances of religion in consequence
of the establishment of the Church Missions 1nBT1f;1vancore_
The first missionaries, Mess;s, Norton and Bai ey, C(iii!ll)le
to Travancore in 1816; and in 1819 they Wt.arﬁ ngeM' y
Messts. Baker and Fenn. Mr. Norton established a tﬂls‘;
sion at Alleppy; while the other three 'clergyann ;en S‘, t
at Cottayam, for the purpose of labouring 'for the fet ;;ir
of the ancient Syrian Church; but, the destitution o

T The building now used as the Cutcherry was Mr, Wﬂl;z;u;:; ﬁ:ﬁ&?aﬁf;
ithad been, before this, the residence of the ‘)tf}?cetl;?x\zooftlie ‘Portu'ruesé
English detachment; and tradition aqu, th?'(;lmh‘ e g

it was the town house of the R, C, Bishop of Cochin.
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sionary, and from that time the monthly visits from the
were all the advantages

Government Chaplain at Quilon

derived from Church of England ministrations, until 1852,
ccupied as one of the Stations of

Ywhen the place was O
*the Madras Diocesan Additional Clergy Society.

The future of Cochin is a subject about which no

' man can even conjecture with any degree of certainty. If,

however, He who disposes of the Kingdoms of the earth

to whomsoever He will, ordains that England should retain

in India, the town is surely destin-~

her present supremacy !

iohter days than it ever did? Its geographical
1 that side of India which is most readily
d, and the fact of its possessing one

harbours of the Western coast, seem
t which is likely to receive more

attention than it has hitherto done from those in authority
That peculiar succession of navigable fockwaters, ex-
tending from Calicut nearly to Cape Comorin, and all those
rivers and streams with which the region below the south-
ern part of the Western Ghauts is intersected, have their
most important outlet at Cochin, and show it to be the
natural central mart for the valuable products of Travan-
core, Cochin, and S. Malabar, when the resources of these
fortild districts are fully developed. The Telegraphic wire
has already put the place in connection with all the chief
centres of influence in India, and when §ts usual accom-
paniment, the Railway, shall have reached thus far, and
Projected plans be accomplished for the improvement of
the harbour, there will be nothing to hinder its rapid rise
to very considerable commercial importance.

Two European pations, the Portuguese and the
Dutch, have been the Masters of Cochin before us, and
we shall be dull scholars indeed if we do not profit from
their experience, and avoid their serious errors. For many
years, it mustbe confessed, the English government failed

in its duty to the place, to refer only to the sad way in
which the moral and religious interests of its fhabitants
were neglected; but since the last three decades have
witnessed the useful labours of religious Societies, sup-

endeavouring to make up,

ported by private Christians;

position ©
reached from Englan

of the most spacious
to point it out as @ spo
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in some measure, for that which Government failed to dv
in the preceding thirty ycars, we have good ground for
hope in this respect also. Though much remains th be
done, surely when we sce the place under the enlightcned
and tolerant rule of Christian England, an open Bibl
within reach of all its inhabitants, and sound moral a8
religious training for all the rising generation, who willav:
themselves of it, we may thank God and take courage!

B s

PR St ok o
S

o

4d6d

~. .,/r,'z' x4

S0t



