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MEMORANDUM

OF
RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT.

PArA. 10. That the Principal Assistant should be directed to effect an
arrangement with the Rajah of Pachete for planting some large groves
of trees in the neighbourhood of Purulia, the country being now quite
bare.

13 and 14 That the Principal Assistant be directed to ascertain on
. what terms thirty or forty families of experienced weavers from Ruggo-
nathpore and the neighbourhood would consent to go to Chyebassa, and
that if they will move on reasonable terms, small grants of land should be
made to them to induce them to settle there.

15. That the local authorities should be directed to show, why the
spirit of the Law should not be acted upon in Pachete, and putnee te-
nures sold for arrears of revenue.

26. That the list of attached estates be carefully revised, with a view
to the sale of such estates, asin conformity with the Orders dated the 17th
July 1851, ought to be sold, if the sums decreed against the owners be
not liquidated.

27. That when an attachment is continued, the proceeds of the estate
should be carefully tested by a trustworthy Officer, and instead of 16
per cent. on the rental being allowed the insolvent owner, that he should
receive no more than will keep him and bis family from actual want,

30. That a Principal Assistant should never admit a suit for the
summary adjustment of accounts, between a land-owner and a money-
lender, without the express orders of the Agent, on a Report submitted by
the Assistant in each case.

34. That most of the summary suits instituted should be made over
to the Deputy Collector, Kaleedoss Paulit.

35. That assistance having been afforded as above recommended,
registers of the records should be prepared as directed by the Sudder
Board of Revenue.

41. That Kaleedoss Paulit, late Abkarree Superintendent, now Deputy
Collector, be allowed to remain attached to the Purulia Division, and
also have charge of the Abkarree of Hazareebagh, and eventually, when
he shall have placed the Department in that Division on a satisfactory
footing, of Lohardugga. )
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46, Repeats the recommendation that the establishment allowance
of all Native Judges be increased.

49. That all original suits and Moonsiffs’ appeals, except such as for
particular reasons the Principal Assistant may desire to keep on his own
file, be sent to the Principal Sudder Ameen.

50. That the Principal Assistant should be prohibited from dispos-
ing of Civil suits in Camp.

51. That all Miscellaneous Suits, connected with the execution of
decrees, should be sent to the Principal Sudder Ameen.

52. That summary appeals from the orders of the Principal Sudder
Ameen be heard by the Court vested with authority to hear the regular
appeals.

53. That Vakeels should be nominated for the Court of the Prin-
cipal Sudder Ameen, as in the Regulation Provinces.

55. That the Agent, Deputy Commissioner, and Principal Assistant
at Chota. Nagpore be directed to draw up some simple Rules of Pro-
cedure, for the guidance of the Civil Courts of the Agency.

57. That all the local Rules and General Orders, prescribed by the
Agent, be collected, revised, and submitted for the sanction of the
Government.

59. That the Agent should submit monthly to the Government a
separate precis of the Orders issued by him, sanctioning proceedings
opposed to the spirit of the Laws.

68. That in all cases of general application, not of immediate ur-
gency, the Agent should report to the Government, before sanctioning
any custom not in conformity with the spirit of the Laws.

71. That appeals from the decision of the Principal Sudder Ameen
should be heard by the Deputy Commissioner rather than by the Prin
cipal Assistant, and that the system be sanctioned by the Governments
under the provisions of Act XIII of 1833.

77. That a third Writer be allowed in the Assistant’s Office on a salary
of Rupees 20, and that opportunity offering the salary of the second
Writer be reduced from Rupees 40 to 30.

78.  That the Burkundazes and Chupprassees be reduced as recom-
mended by the Agent, and two Kalassees allowed.

84 That all trifling Criminal cases be systematically made over to
the Principal Sudder Ameen.

86. That the Moonsiffs should be made use of in all departments.

the ensuing cold season to vis
the revision of the Mofussil Police establishment.

Report on the Police of Soopoor,
of the Zemindar.

¢ v)

102. That the special attention of the Principal Assistant should be

directed to the Police of his District, and that he should be directed in

it the worst of his Thannahs with a view to

103. That the Pr?ncipal Assistant should be called upon for a special
with a view of taking it out of the hands

104 to 109. That various alterations and improvements should be
made in the Jail. .

113. That the prisoners should be allowed Kajur mats twice a year.

114, That the Cutcherry House should be improved.

115. That the Thannah should be improved.

116 and 117. That raised roads never should be made unless the
gxpense of complete Dridging can be allowed.

192, That 520 miles of fair-weather roads be opened at an expense
of about Rupees 10,500 and repaired yearly at an expense of Rupees
5,250.

924 'That secret enquiries be made at Ghuttal, Ramchuncerpore,
Bishenpore, and Munglepore, regarding the supply afld price of Salt
at those places, with a view to the prevention of smuggling. .

131. That a Bengalee Teacher be appointed to the English School,
and boys admitted to learn Bengalee only, paying four ann’ast: per month,

132, That the Government wards be brought into Purulia and placed

at the Government School.
18+ That Rupees 250 be given by Government towards the com-

pletion of the School-house.
(Signed) HENRY RICKETTS.



PURULIA OR MANBHOOM.

GENERAL,

Previous to 1833, this District was under the Regulations and
formed part of the Jungle Mehals. After the enactment of Regu-
lation XIIIL of that year, it was placed under the Governor General’s
. Agent in the South-Western Frontier. The whole was included in the

*Perpetual Settlement. It must be admitted, that a settlement in perpe-
tuity was a short-sighted measure as regards these jungle districts. 1In
reporting on Chyebassa, I have mentioned Pergunnah Dhulbhoom with
its 900 square miles of country and 58,232 inhabitants, assessed in perpe-
tuity at Rupees 4,266-10-8. In this District we find 31 Zemindaries,
embracing 7,896 square miles of country, containing a population of
7,72,340 souls, assessed in perpetuity at Rupees 91,789-6-4 !

2. The owners of these large estates are, for the most part, uneducated.
The Rajah of Pachete, whose estate pays more than half the revenue of
the whole District, and the Zemindars of Chatna and Patcomb, know a
little of the Bengalee and Oordoo languages, but the remainder, the
Principal Assistant reports, are as ignorant as their grand-fathers were—
they know nothing.

3. There are no European Zemindars. Dr. Cheek, of Bancoorah, has
in different places sixteen small indigo factories, and Messrs. Watson and
Co. have two, but their business is conducted by means of advances to the
ryots: they hold no farms.

4. The Principal Assistant says, that “ the establishment of the head-
“ quarters of the District Authorities at Purulia, in the centre of the
“ jungles, has removed all the apprehensions of the people of the adjoining
“ districts, and has induced them to come in with the products of their
¢ labour, and make exchange with, and purchase those of Manbhoom.”

5. It is to me most astonishing, that years ago, roads, such as I have
now proposed should be cleared, were not opened in these districts. The
zemindars of such countries are always opposed to these operations; they
like to be surrounded with forests and to live segregated, seeing no one
but their slavish followers and their wives; and I grieve tg say, that even
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with the more civilized, increased facilities for the progress of European
travellers, and the passage of troops, are by no means regarded as advan-
tageous ; on the contrary, an estate, with a road, though it be frequented
by travellers, will generally be valued 25 per cent. less than it would be
if not burthened with the responsibilities attending the highway.

6. Captain Oakes reports, that the products of the district are sugar,
wax, honey, safflower, tusser, sesame, bamboo-manna, oil-seeds, lac,
timber, ebony, tanning materials, India-corn and millet, but T imagine,
that, with the exception of tusser, lac and oil-sceds, the quantity of
each article produced is small : tusser, lac and oil-seeds are exported in

considerable quantities.

(.
stone dishes, tale, erystal, copper and coal There have not been any

extensive speculations in any of the articles named but coal. The gold-
dust is, procured by very poor persons, who wash the sands of the
Subenreeka. The quantity obtained is so small, as not to be worth
notice. The iron trade is said to be considerable, but no other than
the simple, unscientific native process for excavating ore has yet been
employed.  The trade in stone dishes is considerable.

8. The coal dealings are now very extensive and are yearly increas-
ing. The Principal Assistant estimates, that from the mines at Cheera-
koree, Necheebad, Chaneh and Burmoree, from 2 to 5,00,000 maunds
are now annually sent to Calcutta. The terms of lease on which the
land is held are perpetual at the option of the tenant.

9. The Surgeon represents, that the almost total absence of trees acts
injuriously to the health of the inhabitants of Purulia, and that if some
stringent means be not taken to prevent the people from cutting down
the few remaining, in a short time a great part of the district will be
uminhabitable, He states it to be a remarkable but undoubted fact, that
only a few miles from the station, where there are extensive jungles, the
rains commence nearly a month earlier than at the station of Purulia,
and that it is at this scason the inhabitants of Purulia constantly suffer
greatly {rom cholera, while there is not a case in the jungly pergunnahs
above alluded to.

10. It is certainly desirable, that any measure practicable should be
taken for preserving the few remaining trees near Purulia, for there are
very few of any size left within sight from the station. Only a few
months ago, two fine trees, which were an ornament to the place, were

7. To the above list may be added gold-dust, iron, stone for building, *
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cut down and carried away for fire-wood. But it is too late for measures
of preservation to do much—there are so few left to preserve. The Lj,&ssi
tant should be instructed to enter into arrancements with 'the Rajah sf
Pixchetf-s, to whom all the land near Purulia Eelonn's for makinov‘Ja X
plfmtatlons of mangoe, mowa and other trecs, whicfl :vill flourish . poor
soil. They should be planted in clumps of about 100, and a fenzlel IZIOO;
to keep o'ut stray cattle. A party of prisoners might be constango
employed in making and preserving such plantations t?) much advanta"y
11, In sunnert of what is represented by the Surgeon, I can st o
that three stages South of Purulia, I had the thermom:ter z;t sun-ri S ;:‘3’,
l:md two stages to the South 36°, while at Purulia, with the wind ]fr(: the;
sanie qu |

o )1, 1:§§f,i ;:l::; z%f7f.qually clear, and every reason why it should be

o 12, The same  great mistake has been committed at Chyebase
'evente.en or mgh'geen years ago, the Coles sheltered by the jungl g sed o
try to pick off the sepoys when they went to the river tf) db'el'ube .,
all‘ around is as bare as Purulia, but the soil not beine  han oo
arid, the want of trees is not so severely felt. °
. 13.  In reporting on Chyebassa, I mentioned that a considerable trad
in tuss?r h.ad sprung up at that place, and that some of the C le'- r]a .
shown inclination to turn their attention to silk-worms which Iotlelb i
should.be encouraged as much as possible, At presen,t the e
lected in the neighbourhood of Chyebassa are sent at a great o o
loss from thence to Ruggonathpore, Soonamookee, &e ::&c Ietxpense -
:1}116, ;‘hat; in many ways, there would be great gain}, if \-ve (‘:ouldal;ier:i(zo
e lantees to go to the cocoons, instea, i ; .
to the Tan.tees. There are hundreds o? ?:;giieo;o;‘ilii peing carried
nathpore, in the Purulia district. I think it would 1;e cres d&t R.UQSO‘
endeavor, by grauts of land, to induce thirty or forty familt’,oo poliey Lo
Chyebassa. They would soon be reconciled to rem P
ch.eapn‘ess ofithe cocoons, and if successful in the first
;1115;}1"0 V;ﬁd;s: (;t»lilers to join them. I I%ave said that the Coles, thoueh
e C;;r;t::;ger; :‘?b:lettle n thefir villages, admit Tanteoes

‘ . ess som in ti

gg;l'fl% nearer to tlfe cocoons, and eventuafl; gl?f)i?iiii:xﬁ ln(;uln .
ive by the silk-worms, the existing jealousy respecting land ey

relax i
. ffnd on a stranger coming among them, they will ceas
respecting his calling. *

quite as hard and

ain there by the
two or three years,

land may
to enquire

L2



( +)

14, If the importation of experienced Tantees into Chyebassa should
have no effect on the habits and prejudices of the Coles, still it would be
very advantageous as increasing the party in the country not Coles, The
constant transactions between the Tantecs and the Coles would in time
timprove the latter and it must be advantageous to have the manufactured
article to parry to market instead of the cocoons. Of all raw produce, the
most inconvenient for transport is the cocoon : from its shape, the loss
of space is 4 to 1, and it is liable to great damage from wet and friction.
I beg to recommend, that the Principal Assistant at Purulia be instructed
to ascertain on what terms thirty or forty families would emigrate from
Ruggonathpore to Chyebassa, and if not unreasonable, that the Assistant

at Chycebassa be ordered to procure land for them in Chyebassa and the’

neighbourhood. I should like also to see a Sonar or two established at
Chyebassa. Though we have not been very successful in teaching the
Cole women to value clothes, we might have better success with ornaments.
Any thing to induce them to seek for money, and then to spend it, must
have more or less effect in altering their habits, and alteration of habits
must be improvement—they cannot be worse.

15. The Rajah of Pachete complained, that though many of the
villages in his estate were held as putnee talooks, he was not permitted
to make use of Regulation VIIL of 1819 for the realization of bis revenue,
This is another of the cases, such as I have alluded to, under the heading
“Civil Justice.” In my opinion, the local Authorities were bound to
explain to the Government, why the spirit of the law should not be acted
up to with reference to the Pachete Putnees, and to show, if it could be
shown, that for political reasons it was advisable to suspend the summary
process, and to obtain the sanction of the Government to the measure
without which such interference was certainly unwarranted.

16. It appears to me, that it has been too common in this Agency to
conclude that a system must be unsuitable to the Districts on the South-
Western Frontier, merely because it had been found suitable in the Re-
gulation Districts, but 1 will not pursue this subject in this place, as I
shall have occasion to enter fully upon it hereafter.

Laxp REVENUE.

17. The land revenue of the District is but Rupees 91,789-6-4, which
i3 paid by twenéy-seven mehals, all settled in perpetuity.

(35)

18. The revenue being very light, it is, generally discharged with
great punctuality. Estates are not sold for arrears.  On a balance
accruing, if not paid after the issue of a notice, the whole, or part, of the
estate is brought under attachment, and the collections made by Govern-
ment Officers, till the balance shall be liquidated. It is held, that under
the Orders dated 13th October 1834, an estate must not, under any cir-
cwmstances, be sold for arrears, but it appears to me very doubtful whether
such was the intention of the Orders alluded to.

19. In kis Report of the 3rd 1834, the Governor General’s
Agent reported the state of Khurrukdea, in the District of Hazareebagh.
He represented, that most of the Ghatwals or Tickaits, as the Zemindars
are called, were difficulties, in consequence of the usurious demands
of the Merchants with whom they bad money transactions; that the
Tickaits were an ignorant set of people, and by no means expensive
in their habits, but that the Mahajuns had imposed on them ; and that if
they were allowed to recover their debts under Regulations XV. of 1793
and L of 1798, or XVII. of 1806, they would, in the course of three or
four years, become the proprietors of the whole of the landed property in
Khurrukdea.

20. The Agent submitted his opinion, that the consequence of the

'ickaits being deprived of their lands would be disturbances of a nature
similar to those in Nagpore and Bunabhoom ; that the Tickaits, although
ignorant, possessed great influence in the country ; that they were impress-
ed with an idea they had been cheated, and would not be deprived of
their estates without resistance. He therefore proposed, that he might be
authorized to direct his Assistants to adjust accounts between the parties.

21. In his 8th paragraph he wrote as follows:—* I would extend
“ this mode of settling accounts to all the old hereditary land-holders
“in the jungle estates, who have heen in possession of their lands for
“ generations, but only apply it where the necessity was urgent, for I
“ am extremely sorry to say, that five or six Zemindars of the Manbhoom
“ Division, particularly those of Jhulda, Manbhoom and Chatna, are
“so deeply involved in debt, that nothing, but the adoption of some
“ plan similar to the one now recommended, can possibly prevent the
“ sale of every village in their estates.”

22. The Orders of the 13th of October sanctioned the proposed
adjustment in Khurrukdea, and paragraph 2nd is as follows :— You arc
“also authorized to cxtend the same mode of scttling accounts to all
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“ the old hereditary land-holders in the jungle estates for generations,
“limiting the application of it as proposed in paragraph 8th of your
“ Jetter.”

23.  Such were the Orders, which have been interpreted to rule, that no
Zemindary shall, under any circumstances, be sold for arrears of revenue,
and that the Assistants may receive applications for adjustment of accounts,
and adjust them in such a manner as they may deem equitable. The
orders have not been regarded as relating only to mehals paying revenue
to Government, but as embracing also “ shikmees” or sub-tenures.
The Agent, in his letter dated 22nd January 1839, peremptorily ordered,
that no sales of land belonging to the Baghmindree Mankees should be
allowed for the future. ‘

24 Ifind in this District seventeen mehals under attachment—

9 Zemindaries.

2 Shikriee Mehals, held by a class of people called Mankees.
1 Ghatwallee.

5 Rent-free holdings received by the owners from the Zemindars.

17

One of the Zemindaries has been attached since 1837, another since
1839, a third since 1842, Tt is held that the Orders of the 13th October
1834, 1 spirit, if not by word, prohibit the decrees obtained by creditors
being satisfied by the sale of lands. The lands are attached only, and,
under orders from the Agent, the insolvent proprictors enjoy an income
of 16 per cent. on whatever may be collected by the Officers of the
Government entrusted with the management of the mehal! Moreover,
there is, I think, good reason for supposing, that the income of these
protected spendthrifts is by no means confined to this 16 per cent. The
papers by which collections are to be made are received from the Zemin-
dars. The Tehsildars are directed to collect according to those papers,
and to make enquiries, should there be reason to suppose that resources
have been concealed by the Zemindars, but it is clear, that, in practice,
collections are for the most part made according to the Zemindar’s papers,
and that he may enjoy a considerable income. I was told that there
is no instance of a decree-holder deputing an agent of his own into
the Mofussil to watch the proceedings of the Tehsildar.

25. The Orders of the Government, dated the 17th July 1851, in the
case of Lalla Hurree Sunkur, contain an admirable precis of the circum-

(7))

tances under which the Orders of the 13th October 1834 were issued, and
f their intention, and distinctly direct, that in future, “they shall be
<applied only to Khurrukdea, for which they were especially provided,
“excepting in cases of urgency and where caution and discretion are
« admitted to be necessary in their application, even when it is open to
« the discretion of the Agent to apply them.”

96. 1 recommend, that all the cases of attachment be revised with a
view to the careful observation of the Orders above quoted, and to the
sale of the estates in liquidation of the sums due under the decrees, if
there are no urgent circumstances making another course desirable.

97. In cases in which attachments may be continued, the resources of
the property should be carefully scrutinized by a trustworthy Officer, and
instead of allowing the Zemindar 16 per cent. on the proceeds, whatever

~ they may be, I would limit his income to just so much as may suffice to

keep himself and his family from want, and no more.

28.  Were these Zemindars the honest unfortunate victims of adverse
circumstances, they might be entitled to sympathy, but (there may be
exceptions) as a body they are ignorant, savage, selfish, vicious and corrupt,
without one single redeeming virtue. Instead of being in any respect a
useful, meritorious body, it would be good for the country, for traders,
and all classes, but thieves, if all were to be at once dispossessed and
replaced by those who would improve. There is but one single reason for
maintaining them in possession, and there never was but onc reason, and
that is lest, if dispossessed, they should incite their ignorant ryots and
followers to create disturbances. Even their mischievous rule is preferable
to anarchy. If disturbances are not now likely to be the consequence of
dispossession, whether from decrease of their influence or the increased
knowledge and independence of the inhabitants, there can be no reason
why the claims of creditors should not be satisfied by the sale of estates.

29. There is another class of cases, to which, notwithstanding the
unmistakeable instructions contained in the Orders of the 17th July 1851,
the Orders of the 13th October 1834 are still considered generally to
apply, viz., claims of Zemindars to an equitable adjustment of accounts
and the release of their mortgaged lands from the hands of their creditors,
to whom they may have been mortgaged.

30. There is but one cas¢ of this sort now pending in the Purulia
Office, and there is 1io special reason assigned why that case should be
admitted to trial under the Orders. Instead of the admission of such cases
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Leing regarded, as it still is the rule, their admission should be the excep-
tion, and I think the Assistant, Lefore admitting one, should submit to the
Agent his reasons for considering the Orders of the 13th October applica-
ble, and obtain his sanction to the trial of the case in the manner therein
directed.

31.  Besides the many other objections, the indiscriminate application
of the Orders of the 13th October is objectionable, as occupying so much
of the time of the Assistant. The annual rental of the seventeen mehals
now under attachment in this District is Rupees 35,456-5-2, the proper
management of which, by means of Tehsildars, must occupy time, which
might be much better employed.

32. Some up-country Merchants complained to me greatly of the
system above described, which they said protected all land-holders of these
districts against the just demands of their creditors, and enabled them to
continue living in comfort, however much they had defrauded those who
had had the misfortune to deal with them.

33. Though, asT have said, I consider the system open to many serious
objections, it is easy to answer the petitioners by saying, that it behoved
them, before dealing with the land-holders of the South-Western Frontier,
to inquire to what Laws they were subject, and if they did not approve
of them, to limit their transactions with the protected classes to ready
money.

3% In the five years, from 1847-48 to 1852-53, there hzwe been
instituted 2,367 summary suits, which is an average of 473 per an-
num, and since the 1st May, the number instituted has been 419, of
which 103 are still pending, but there are but two above three
months old. In the same period there have been 4,721 claims for
money in deposit, and 465 stamp cases. T would have the greater part
of these suits made over to the Deputy Collector, Kaleedoss Paulit,
who, though he has hitherto been employed only in the Abkaree Depart-
ment, is a very clever, well-informed man, and will doubtless, in a very
short space of time, make himself as well acquainted with the Revenue
as he is with the Abkaree system. This will be a great relief to the
Principal Assistant, and if the Deputy Collector is allowed to remain in
the District, I anticipate that the administration of all departments will

be thoroughly efficient : hitherto it evidently has been a continued struggle,
every one, from the Principal Assistant downwards, having more than he
could do properly.

¢ 9)

35. The records have not been arranged in the manner ordered by the
Board of Revenue. They are kept in bundles of cases arranged by the
month and year. There are noregisters of the papers in the Record-room.
The establishments have “hitherto been quite insufficient to maintain sys-
tematic management, but if they are relieved, as 1 have proposed, by the
transfer of work to the Principal Sudder Ameen and Deputy Collector, I
see no reason why the internal arrangement of the Officc should not be
precisely the same as in the Bengal Districts.

36. The average stamp revenue for the last five years has been

Rupees 18,958.

‘ ABEAREE.

37. Till lately the Abkaree Department,in Zillah Bancoorah, Man-
bhoom or Purulia, and Pergunnah Dhulbhoom, in the Chyebassa District,
was under Baboo Kaleedoss Paulit, Superintendent, stationed at Purulia.

38. The Abkaree shops in the Purulia District are no less than 833.

The average collection under the Abkaree Superintendent have been,
frcm 1848-49 to 1852-53, Rupees 26,851-12-114 ; under the Officers of
Land Revenue, from 1836-37 to 1840-41, they were Rupees 9,655-9-0 :
the expenses under the Superintendent have averaged Rupees 5,627,
leaving an average gain of Rupees 11,569 per annum.
89, The Abkaree having now been transferred to the Collector of
Revenue, Kaleedoss Paulit has been transferred to that department,
and the Principal Assistant is very desirous, that he should remain
here in charge of the Abkaree Mehal, and to assist him in the other de-
partments of his Office connected with the Revenue.

40. The Governor General’s Agent having consulted the Assistant as
to how the services of Kaleedoss Paulit could be most advantageously
employed,Captain Oakes replied :—* With regard to the 7th paragraph of
“your letter, I beg respectfully to state for your information, that I have
“already almost the entire charge of the Civil, Criminal and Fiscal duties
“of the Division, besides the miscellaneous work, such as those of the Post
“ Office, Schools, &c. &c. From these circumstances, most of my work
“ gets into arrear ; I therefore do not deem myself competent to undertake,
“in this present instance, with any degree of efficiency, the duties of the
¢ Abkaree Mehal, without a moderate addition to my Sudder establish-
“ment, as proposed -by me, since those duties are no less onerous than
¢ those I have to conduct at present.”
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41. Captain Oakes concluded by proposing that “Kalecdoss Paulit
“should have also the Abkarec duties of the Hazarcebagh and Lohar-
“ dugga Divisions. Iwould begin by giving him charge of the Hazareebagh
“ Division. He has had so much experience in the department, and has
“given so much satisfaction in the conduct of the duties, that as a tempo-
‘rary measure, I think it might be very advantageous to place the Abka-
“ ree Department of each of the Districts of Chota Nagpore for a time
“under his charge, with a view to the development of the resources and
“ the establishment of systematic management, such as prevails elsewhere.”

CiviL JUsTICE,

42, The Civil Courts of the District are the Cowrt of the Pnnmpal
Assistant, the Court of the Principal Sudder Ameen, and four Moonsiffs’
Courts. Appeals from the Moonsiffs are received by the Principal
Assistant ; he tries some himself, and makes over some to be tried by the
Principal Sudder Ameen. Appeals from the Principal Sudder Ameen
were formerly tried by the Assistant; they are now tried by the Deputy
Commissioner, and it has become a question, whether it is on the whole
most advantageous that they should be tried by the Deputy Commls~
sioner at Chota Nagpore, or by the Assistant at Purulia.

43.  The Civil business is light, compared with most Districts in the

Regulation Provinces.

44. The Returns received, show that betw een January and September,
the Principal Assistant disposed of 20 cases, original and appeals—the
Principal Sudder Ameen decided 124 cases, original and appeals. Tn
the Returns from the Principal Sudder Ameen, I find that, as in Cuttack

and Midnapore, most of the cases are disposed of by that Officer in the -

last week of the month. OQut of the 124 cases decided, 85 belong to the
last weeks of the months, and so with the Moons1ff of Manbazar
In January he decided no case before the 28th.

» Febraary ditto ditto 17th.
55 March ditto ditto 1Gth,
5 April ditto ditto 8th.
sy, May ditto ditto 10th,
,y June ditto ditto 1Sth,
5y July ditto ditto 14th.
©, August ditto’ ditto 8th.
» September ditte ditto 22nd.
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The Moonsiffs of Lukdah, Ruggonathpore and Chatna were for the
most part employed throughout the month.

45. The Principal Sudder Ameen has on his establishment one
Mohurir receiving Rupees 4, and one recciving Rupees 3 ; the Moonsiff

of Lukdah has one Mohurir, receiving Rupees 8 ; the Moonsiff of Rugg.o-
nathpore has two Mohurirs, receiving Rupees 4 each; the Moonsiff
of Chatna has four Mohurirs, receiving Rupees 4 each. N

46. As three out of the four Moonsiffs employ themselves in deciding
cases, throughout the month, it is evident that, with good management,
it is not absolutely necessary to limit the decision of cases .to the
latter weeks, but I consider the Returns reccived as confirmatory
of the correctness of the representations. I have already submitted,
that the establishments allowed are not sufficient, and that it would
be good economy to aliow larger establishments to all grades of
Native Judges. Officers receiving Rupees 20 per day sit idle for want of
a few Mohurirs, who are paid at the rate of 5 annas per day each.

47. Cases have hitherto remained pending longer than is necessary
with good management. The cases disposed of by the Principal Assistant,
between the 1st January and the end of September, had on an average
been pending two years six months and twenty-two days, and the cases
disposed of by the Principal Sudder Ameen had been pending one year
nine months and three days, and one suit disposed of had been pending up-
wards of five years. Before the Moonsiff, the average was from three
months and thirteen days to seven months and twenty-nine days. If the

increased establishments and the distribution of the work I have recom-
mended be sanctioned, I expect that the average time for a case to remain

@ pending will be greatly decreased.

48. I examined several nuthees of cases disposed of, and found the
decrees of the Principal Assistant in his own hand-writing attached to the
nuthees, as directed.

49. The Principal Assistant has, on his own file, original suits of no
particular consequence, and also appeals from Moonsiffs ; all these should
be sent to the Principal Sudder Ameen, the Assistant himself occasion-
ally keeping an appeal decided by each Moonsiff, in order that he may be
acquainted with their manner of transacting business, and any original
cases, which for some special reason it may be desirable he should keep
on his own file. The Principal Sudder Ameen, Tarrucknath Sein, is a
very able Officer, and it is desirable that the time of the Principal Assis-
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tant should not be occupied with business which can be timely and effi-
ciently disposed of by the Principal Sudder Ameen.

50. It has been usual for the Principal Assistant to dispose of Civil
suits, as well in Camp as at the Sudder Station. There is no occasion for
this. It must be extremely inconvenient for all parties concerned, and
the practice should, I think, be stopped.

51.  There are pending, in the file of the Principal Assistant, fifty-six
miscellaneous appeals, connected with the execution of decrees, &c.—all
these I would transfer to the Principal Sudder Ameen.

52. It appears to be undecided, whether summary appeals and other
miscellaneous appeals from the orders of the Principal Sudder Ameen
should be to the Principal Assistant or to the Deputy Commissioner.
Both receive them ; this must be wrong: I would have the summary
appeals carried to the Court authorized to hear the regular appeals,

53.  There are no Vakeels appointed, according to the system which
prevails in the Regulation Provinces. There are forty persons called
Mooktears, who practice before the Assistant and before the Principal
Sudder Ameen. T see no reason whatever why Vakeels should not be
nommated for the Court of the Principal Sudder Ameen, as they are
elsewhere. Some of the Mooktears appear able, and to have considerable
knowledge of the Laws, Circular Orders, &c., and though it is very desira-
ble, that the Rules of Procedure, which are considered cumbersome and
unsuitable in the Regulation Provinces, should be kept out of these
Offices, I would have all Rules which are generally allowed to be suitable,

. obsgrved, and appoint Vakeels after the manner of the Civil Courts.

5% In 1834 Major Wilkinson drew up some Rules for the guidance of
all the Assistants in conducting the Civil business of their Offices, but as
1t was supposed then, that some new Rules of Procedure would shortly be
promulgated, they were not sanctioned by the Government, and there has
been no subsequent attempt to preserve uniformity of proceeding in the
several Offices.

55. As anew Code of Procedure is now under preparation, perhaps it
is not worth while to disturb any existing practice not shown to be ac-
tually mischievous, but if it is probable there will be considerable delay,
by which I mean delay of two or three years, before a new Code shall be
promulgated, I recommend that the Agent, the Deputy Commissioner
and the Principal Assistant at Chota Nagpore be dirccted to prepare a
few simple concise Rules of Procedure for the guidance of the Assistants,

answer filed !
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the Sudder Ameens and Moonsiffs, till the new Rules shall be promul-
gated.

56. That they are necessary is shown, I think, by its being now a

question, whether a summary appeal from the orders of the Principal
Sudder Ameen shall be heard by the Assistant or by the Deputy Com-
missioner, and by the Principal Sudder Ameen allowing a case to lie over
for two years, because the Government being concerned, and there being
no cne entrusted with the care of Government cases, he could not get an

T have no doubt, that the Officers I have named, sitting
as a Committee, could in a few days prepare Rules sufficient for remedy-
ing all existing informalities and inconsistencies.

* 57. Itis not only Rules of Procedure that are called for; it would

[y

appear, that the local Authorities have been in the habit of laying down
Rules, which here amount to Laws, to have effect generally without having
sought the sanction of the Government ; some of these have been commu-
nicated by letter, some by rooboocareer I think it would be well, if all
these By-laws, whether contained in rooboocarees or letters, were collected,
revised, submitted for the approval of Government, and then made public,
in order that all might know what Rules prevalled in these Districts, and
shape their conduct accordingly.

58. The necessity for this course is I think proved by the following
cases, which show how uncertain it is, whether the spirit of the Regula-
tions and Acts or local Rules should be observed. The Sudder Ameen
begged to be instructed whether the promulgation of an Ishtehar by the
Governor General’s Agent, in any of the estates of the Agency, forbidding
Mahajuns to lend money to the Zemindars of the estate, was sufficient to

" bar the creditor’s claim to the recovery of a loan, actually taken by the

Zemindar, after the date of the notice alluded to—if so, what was the
authority for it?

59. Secondly, whether Captain Hannyngton’s proposal, to hold the
heirs and estates of deceased Zemindars irresponsible for their debts, was
sanctioned by the Government ; if so, when? if not, whether it is to be
considered as a local Rule, if sanctioned only by the Governor General’s
Agent?

60. It appears that no answer was given to this letter. The Assistant
called up the case from the Office of the Principal Sudder Ameen and
decided it himself, ruling that as the bond had been proved, and no
proof of sanction to the Agent’s Rule had been produced, the plaintiff was
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entitled to a decree. It was returned by the Deputy Commissioner for
revision, and is still pending. :

61. The parties in the case filed correspondence, which had taken
place between the Assistant, Captain Hannyngton, and the Agent, Colonel
Ouseley, in which the Assistant, (dated 30th March 1842) said— For the
“past there seems no remedy but time and patience. If however we
“regard the future, I would hope to ameliorate the condition of the
“country. I have no hesitation in recommending, as a most effective
“measure, the promulgation of a Law, or equally authoritative notice ;
“that so long at least as the peculiar system of this Agency continues,
“the heirs of the several Zemindars will not in future be held responsible
“for their predecessors’ debts” The Agent replied—¢ I perfectly coincide
“with you in the mode you point out of relieving the heirs of insolvent
“Zemindars, and shall not delay submitting your letter to the Govern-
“ment. After due notice, if Mahajuns are weak enough to lend money
“to the Zemindars, they must run the risk of losing all on the demise of
“the debtor.” ‘

62. The last sentence of this letter appears to rule, that a creditor
shall have no claim on the estate of a deceased debtor, though the letter
was not submitted to Government.

63. A curious correspondence took place in 1852, between the Com-
missioner and the Deputy Commissioner, relative to the sale of estates in
execution of decrees, showing a state of things which certainly calls for
speedy remedy. In his letter of the 17th June, the Agent told the De-
puty Commissioner, that he had ascertained there were eighteen tenures
held under attachment by the Principal Assistant of Lohardugga in exe-
cution of decrees of Court, and that there was no reason why the rights of
the proprietors, with one exception, should not be sold in the ordinary
course of execution of decrees. The Deputy Commissioner told the Agent
in answer, that he did not understand whether the Agent expected him to
do any thing in furtherance of the views expressed in the letter above
quoted, and reminded him that his letter of the Sth November had
entirely removed such matters from his control. To this, on the 21st

June, the Agent replied, that although from what he had said, the Deputy
Commissioner might infer, that he ‘Was of opinion the Judicial Authorities
could bring the tenures in question to sale in ordinary course of Law,
he did not wish to see such a measure taken, for the sudden advertise-
ment of so large a number of mehals for sale might prove a source of in-
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convenience, if in no other way, by depre?ia.ting the value of sucéll (;cem;xl‘zls;
and he suggested to the Deputy Commissioner, that he shoh dso !
instructions from the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut as to how the ecrﬁzt
should be executed. He proceeded to sa:y.:—-“ It seems to me, t .
« although the said tenures do not fall individually -\Vlthlfr‘l the .ge:g';sn
« jurisdiction of this Office, yet they may be deserV}ngdo cton? eration
« collectively, and that as they appear to have receive 1 protectio: o

 sale originally in pursuance of local, though unauthorlzed'practme, e
« Sudder Court may think it expedient, that.such protection should be
« continued to them.” Again, in his letter of the 22nd of' J une, 'th.e
Agent wrote :—* The tenures in question are of a class, to which mdivi-

*« dually the reserved jurisdiction of this Office does not extend, and

« regarding the disposal of which it appears t,? me desirable that the
“ highest judicial authority should be consulted.

64, The Deputy Commissioner accordingly reported to the Sudder
Court, and was told in answer, that the Court had no compe'atency to
prescribe Rules for the exemption from sale of the lands in question, or ?f
estates similarly situated ; that it was understood, tht? f}overnor‘ Gene‘ral S
Agent had a discretion to stay such sales upon political considerations,
and that if other Rules were considered necessary, a reference r%lust
be made to the Government through the Agent—in the meantime,
that the Courts must act upon each application in the ordinary course.

65. But notwithstanding this, the attached estates were not .sold.. On
reference to Giovernment, the Agent was directed to exercise his discre-
tion. Though the Agent had admitted that the tenulje's were not sx.mh
as were protected by the special Rules, and that no political Teasons exist-
ed why they should not be sold, and the Sudder Court h.ad instructed
the authorities that they were bound to act on the application of decrec-
holders in ordinary course of Law, some were neither sold nor released—
they remained under attachment as before. ‘

66. The purport of the Orders of the Sudder Court is clear'. 'l"he
motives which led to the reference were altogether mistaken. It is diffi-
cult to imagine how the Governor General’s Agent could have supposed
that the Sudder Court had jurisdiction to interfere. The Chota N.agpore
authorities are to act up to the spirit of the Laws. When t}ley think th.e
spirit of the Laws inapplicable from special reasons of policy or expedi-
ency, they are to report, in order that the Executive Government may
make use of the powers created by Regulation XIII. of 1§33.
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. I?Z;cti ist(])f Ill)z:;vies:;d, lllt certainly is necessary that all Orders directing
o ™ a ; rally observed, which practice* is opposed to the
A egulatious, should be collected together, revised, and sub-
mitied discrect).vernment for appx.'oval ; and, for the future, though a
Fom,ard monﬂii; Lria}(rll:):rt\;eited in the Agent, I would have the Agent
. tly a se 1 i \
huéaé dirfcting proceedings opgosed tcl)) a:zzesl;):ictlsof? f’;}tZeLS\r\iers ety
vai'nce: iz:pgsca;ﬁet; mei‘:l};a;‘ ;he tf}’li;ryROf the Government of these
‘ cellent, T ws of the Regulation Provinces are
Ei?j;e?;ls?;fc elf t;n a;y 1ns'tance of gerfeml application, or if in anytopalf-3
oy T t,Oldeno :\&l;ylsdii(; c;)esadlifegarded, the Agent practically
: ncti s g, di i i '
fhﬁ“erent course to be followed. T thi:l?, ifl;] ii:ufési:mxl? i?u:eCt Iai
ix;s}f;g;efsb:ft }ieneral .application, not of immediate urgency, i’:he Xl“;lt
h S.{L.DCUOD. of Government, before directing th X
vance of the spirit of the Laws., 08 Tho momobser-
69. I will return i j i
Mgt a0 Doty Ct;) n’]cllzlss Ssil;ln)Jeest when reporting on the Offices of the
70. The Principal Assistant recom |
iiec.::ees of‘ ‘the Principal Sudder Ameen s;lllci?lgs‘;)etllllzzrdaipi?slsogzzn ';I{le
‘ :r:fepsr.o ceec'i[i‘};e ?argis in the case would be spared the trouble and expens:
o o broces TthOM o}ta. Nagpore, -for the purpose of having their cases
. appea.“ ' 00 teaf's unanimously gave their voices in favor of
eal lying to the Assistant, but they are not in a positi i
an unblass.ed opinion, for it would be greatly to thei ! d*wn o
apgeals being heard at Purulia, instead of at Chota, Nat 0 the
71. Upon the whole, I am decidedly of opi;ion btll)loze. h
should ‘be to the Deputy Commissioner. He will alw:jt z;o o
of considerable experience, whereas Principal AssistantsyS oo 'Omcer
f.rom the necessities of the service, appointed when th ar‘; .t
little experience, and sometimes when they have had noey' o o
Moreover, tI}e Deputy Commissioner represents, and I ci};{:)z:'lenfliat 'aH.
;};at the tc%u’mes of the Principal Assistants have so much ixlcreazl;a f}im’
ve no time to take up and decide these cases within proper time’ Tlelz

* I allude to such Orders as th i
ose directing that attael
179 ot ' . achments under Regulatio X 3
e smu;:l b1812 ihall m?t be allowed in Dbulbhoom, directing tlmto 1no tlenns' }":’H. ,
e‘conudered liable to sale in exccution of decrees of Court el by
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Agént is also of the same opinion, and as it appears
the Sudder Court is of opinion, that according to the spirit of the Regu-
lations, the appeal should be to the Principal Assistant, I recommend that
the Government, by virtue of the power vested in the Executive by Act
XTIL of 1833, should direct appeals from the decisions of the Principal
Sudder Ameen to be reccived and decided by the Deputy Commissioner.

72, From July 18532 the records have been arranged in conformity

with the Orders of the Court,but the records previous to that period have
seribed, nobody having time to do
d with the appeal

to be destroyed

present Officiating

not, been arranged in the manner pre
it. In appeals disposed of, though the nuthee connecte
has been arranged in the manner directed, the papers
*after one year, and the papers to be destroyed after twelve years, being
separated, the plan has not been carried out as regards the nuthee of
the original case filed with it. This remains to be done. The old papers
up to 1838 have been destroyed, retaining the decrees and the proofs as
directed. Two additional ticea Mohurirs have now been employed,
pending the sanction of the Government, to perform this work, and by
degrees it will be completed.
73. Sheik Kettro Meesh, a prisoner in the Dewanny Jail, having

complained to me, that he had been in prison above a year and a half,
T called for the proceedings, when it appeared that he was imprisoned on
the 24th July 1852. On his representing, that what property he was
possessed of had been sold, the Moonsiff was directed to enquire; he
reported on the st April 1853, that he appeared to be possessed of a jote
in Lahovileea, but whether any saleable value attached to this tenure or
not, does not appear, and though the prisoner petitioned again on the
5th September 1853, and the decree-holder has done nothing to bring
the jote if saleable; to sale, he is still in confinement. It appcars to me
that he ought to have been long since released.

74, Another case of irregularity came to my notice. On the 28th
November last, Asmunmuttro was committed to prison for an arrear of
rent, under Regulation VII. of 1799. He shortly after filed an answer
to the plaint, denying that any thing was due by him to the plaintiff He
is still in jail, and the case has not yet been heard. It should have been
brought to a hearing without reference to its place in the file, the party

being in confinement.*

* T brought these cases to the notice of the controlling anthorities, and suitable orders have
L ]

D

been issued.
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75. The Principal Assistant and the Principal Sudder Ameen hay
both brought to my notice the necessity of appointing a person 'ti‘c
Mooktear or Vakeel, to watch over the interests of the Governme,n;:a 1 e(;
I.[? conduct Government suits. Under date the 1st April 1858, the i’il;-
ilpal Sudder Ameer.l wrote—* The practiceof appointing almosl; all Mook-
) f:ears, who plead.n.l our Court‘s, by turn, to defend the Government, is
‘ in my hu.mble opinion, not only open to objection, but susceptible of g;eat:
) inconvenience and delay in thedecision of the suits. The Mooktears thus
) appointed do not scruple to resign their mooktearnamah on the part

of Government when they can be engaged on behalf of the Zemindald)xj ”
76. 1 1"ind on enquiry, that during the last five years, there has been bzt
one case, in which the Government was interested—the amount at stake
was Rupees 1,274. The necessity therefore of having a regular Gover
ment Pleader appointed is not made out. ) "
77. The Principal Assistant represents, that his Omlah are unequal ¢
the work demanded of them. He requires a Mohurir in the R;lven .
I)epa.rtment, a Mohurir in the Criminal Department, and anotl o
English Writer. If the arrangements I have recommend,ed for mak'lej
over more of the Civil and of the Criminal business to the Princimci
Sudder Ameen, and part of the Revenue business to the Deput CollpaL
tor, be. approved, there will be no occasion to increase the establ)irshmezi-
exc.eptmg in the English Department. The Principal Assistant has t ’
Writers for all the business of his three Offices. It is quite im c; ‘ b‘;r .
that two men should prepare all the Returns required to the Opfﬁiz ef,'
Account and the superior authorities, and conduct the corresponden S Of
the Office. I would allow a third Writer on Rupees 20 \iiithpthe r:e' .
that opportunity offering, the salary of the second \Vriter’who now fece‘rlso,
]‘Rupees 40, be reduced to Rupees 30 per mensem, so ,that the eventwes
increase will be Rupees 10 per mensem only. ’
78.  There appears to be no objection to the reductions in the n
ber of Burkundazes and Chuprassies proposed by the Agent, i 1211111-
Statement enclosed in his letter to your address, dated the ?Yth ’O : b :
1852, except that no Kalassies are entered therein: Kalassie ot
be maintained, especially in these Districts, the Officers of WhichS o
p'ected to be at all times ready to proceed into the Mofussil. Two fljgelex-
sies .at Rupees 4 each, should be added to the establishment N a(sl—
fnakmg it Rupees 115, instead of Rupees 107, and the savine pons 60
instead of Rupces 88. )

al

Rupees 80

(19 )

CRIMINAL JUSTICE.
79. The Courts of Criminal Justice are, the Court of the Principal
Assistant and the Court of the Principal Sudder Ameen, with powers of

Magistrate.

80. The Principal Assistant ex
Regulation Provinces, with the special powers mentioned, when reporting
on Chyebassa. If he considers sentence of more than three years necessary,
and a sentence of between that and seven years sufficient, he orders accord-
ingly, and submits a Report of his proceedings to the Agent for approval;
when a sentence of more than seven years appears called for, the party is
committed for trial before the Deputy Commissioner, who comes on cir-

* cuit to Purulia, to hold a Jail Delivery twice a year, or oftener, if necessary-

81. From 1851 to 1852, there were 7,953 witnesses examined ; of
these 659 were detained only one day, 4,871 detained more than one,
and not exceeding six days, and 2,423 were detained above six days and

ercises the power of a Magistrate in the

not eight days.

82. During this period, the convictions in heinous cases were 590, the
acquittals 557.

83. The detention of the witnesses for such long periods is not satis-
factory. The Principal Assistant represents, that having to attend to the
Civil and Revenue Departments of his Office, often times two days, and
sometimes more, intervene between sittings in the Criminal Court. I
have recommended, that nearly all Civil cases should be transferred to the
Principal Sudder Ameen, and a portion of the Revenue duties to Baboo
Kaleedoss Paulit, late Superintendent of Abkarree, now Deputy Collec-
tor. Should these recommendations be approved, the Principal Assistant
will be able to give more time to the Criminal Court, and witnesses will
not be detained.

84 Cases are made over to the Principal Sudder Ameen by the
Assistant. Tt would be well, I think, if all trifling cases were systematically
transferred to this Officer. In 1851 he disposed of forty-eight cases, in
1852 he disposed of forty-six. He has time at his disposal, he is able and
willing, and the Assistant should relieve himself as much as possible of
all cases which the Principal Sudder Ameen can dispose of.

85. Because these Districts pay but little Land Revenue, it has been
usual to suppose that the business must be light, but with a population
of above 7,00,000 people, the work must be heavy. The Officer in
charge of all departments should regard it as his chief duty to superin-
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tend, and sec that his subordinates perform their duties efficient]
and never to busy himself with any thing that could be done equ ily
well ‘by one of them. Such a system has been quite unknown at Pl(l1 uiLl Y
but it is indispensably necessary to good management, o
86. U1‘1§1‘01' the Orders of the Government, dated 17th March 1834
the Moonsitfs hear trifling Criminal cases, and fine as far as ‘Ru e 5,
sending Monthly Returns of the cases disposed of to the A(ssistsz ezs I’
hqve z.ﬂready said, in reporting on Midnapore, that I x%ould all'ow 11
Moonslffs to hear and dispose of such cases with the ordinary powerszt)f
an .A‘ssmtant, of course I approve of this system. Especially in this
Division, where the heads of Offices exercise authority in the Civil, Crimii

nal and Revenue Departments, I would make use of all subordinates in "

all departments likewise,

_ Poricn.

87. There are three systems of Police in this District. The .
Th'annah system of the Regulation Provinces ; the unchecked a lusual
assisted Zemindary systep, in which the Zemindars manage tl nl() ll'm-
themselves ; the checked and assisted system, under which (i: ea‘c;eZ )O fce
dary there is a Mohurir, appointed by the Assistant, and aidlb(‘ml}n_
Govel"nment. He is regarded as the Assistant of tl’xe Zemilildar ‘ ltle
standing in the same position towards him, as the Mohurir of a T’l . 1;3
?tands to the Darogah, but, in point of fact, in some parts, the K}allma'l
is something more—he is a spy on the movements of the 7Zemi‘d? ‘u{“'
others he helps and instructs the Zemindar in his duties. He

88. There are four Thannahs with the usual Police establishment

89. The Zemindars of Soopoor, Ambeckanusoer Manbhoor BVS.
bhoom, Simlapal and Pandra have the Police e:toirejly in their 1;1, o

90. In the Zemindaries of Soopoor, Makundpoor, BajmoorIl ;ﬁds-
Beginkhoda, Hemsla, Tirang, Patcomb and Toon(iree the eg, i .
have the management of the Police, but at the residenc’e of }Tnémdz‘us
dar, a Mohurir is established, who writes the Report of theea; ’emm_
and 'is regarded by the Assistant as his representative, his ao eltn?ndars‘
?emmdar’s Office. The Reportsare always signed by the Zjemindc‘en n the
in the hand-writing of the Mohurir ; the Zemindar is answer ill" ;hough
con’%ents. It is not usual for the Mohurirs to correspond at jdl {iviz;; :11::
Assistant, but thf Assistant would expect to be informed by the Mohurir
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of any transactions on the part of the Zemindar, or his people, incompa-
tible with his position as the head of the Police.

9. One of the four Thannahs, Rajabila, has not been long establish-
ed. It comprises only five Zemindarics, Noagurh, Kattras, Nugger
Reconee, Jereea, and J ynuggur. Formerly, on the system above explained,
there was a Mohurir in each Zemindary ; now ; the Mohurirs have been
dispensed with, and a regular Thannah establishment entertained.

92. A Deputy Magistrate, located at Baghshumar, on the high road,.
has jurisdiction over this Thannah and over the Zemindaries of Pansa
and Toonree. The Zemindar of Pansa has the immediate management
of the Police; the Zemindar of Toonree has the assistance of a Mohurir
on the footing above described. The Deputy Magistrate located at
Munglepore has jurisdiction over the Thannahs of Ruggonathpore and

Goraugdehee, which formerly were under the Principal Assistant of Purulia.

93. In the Statements for three years, from 1851 to 1853, I find the

following heinous crimes :—

Murders, «.seveees veveassranaes tvresancans .o 18
Culpable Homicide, «veveeencriereorncnnenens . 7
Assault with Wounding, .cevevieananereroneneens 25
Dacoity with Murder, «ooveveiriiraieesocanenns 3
Ditto ditto Wounding, «..ceveeeocecass ceseeane 7
Simple Dacoity, «eeeenereaceiasierenaneenes 73
Highway Robbery, «coceeenes. S 15
Theft with Wounding,.seeevteerescavernaresvens 7

94, Altogether 941 heinous offences were reported, of which 484
took place in the four Thannahs under regular Police, 457 in the fiftcen
Zemindaries, of which the Zemindars liave the Police.

95. Thisis a heavy list of serious offences and the Returns do not
show the Police to be efficient.

96. In 1850, out of 275 accused of dacoity, 6 were punished; in
1852, out of 776,43 were punished ; and in 1852, out of 1,376, 174 were
punished. Though the proportion of convictions has increased, and so
far there may be said to be improvement, the great increase in the
amount of erimeis certainly not satisfactory, and the best endeavors of the

local authorities should be exerted to put down these violent robberies. We
may make roads, and open markets, but all will be vain ; so long as dacoity
shall be common, merchants will not send their capital into these Districts.

97. In the three years, the average number of persons apprehended
was 1,456}, the average number of persons punished was 6094, of the per-
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sons apprehended on an average 354 were released on bail by the Police
and not sent in to take their trial,

98. The disproportion between the number apprehended and the
number punished has, on several occasions, attracted the attention of the
Court of Nizamut Adawlut, and the Principal Assistant has been directed
to take measures for effectually preventing the apprehension of accused
persons, against whom there is no proof sufficient to warrant their being
punished. These orders have been carried into effect.

99. There is no first class Darogah in the District, two are of the se-
cond grade. It is usual for Officers of the third grade to be appointed
and dismissed by the Assistant. Officers of the superior grades are ap-
pointed and removed with the sanction of the Agent. All the four Daro-
gahs are persons who have been many years in the service in inferior
posts.  These are the last Districts in which the effects of improved sys-
tems will be felt. The people are so wild and rude, and the establish-
ments are all so small and so poorly paid, there is such want of soclety,
and such difficulty in procuring any thing, except the commonest sup-
plies, that no Natives will remain who can procure employment elsewhere,
Though Purulia has been a station for nineteen years, and is not far from
places very thickly inhabitéd, the number of inhabitants is still estima-
ted at 3,287 only, and there appears to be very little trade connected
with the place, and nothing to induce a supposition, that it will ever be
a place of any wealth or consequence.

100. The Principal Assistant represents, that the Police in the parts
of the District where the Zemindars have the charge is extremely ineffi-
cient, in consequence of the Zemindars being altogether unfit for the
charge, both from their habits and their character, but unless heinous
offences are systematically concealed by the Zemindars, this opinion is not
borne out by the Returns, which show the number of crimes committed
to have increased in the Thannahs and decreased in the Zemindaries :—

Years. Thannaks.
1850,.... «. .. 11l .. .. .. .. 195
1851000, o0 .. 118 .. .. .. .. 155
1852000 oo .. 195 .. .. .. .. 107

101. The Police of this District appears to require much attention.

-As when I commenced my tour, the year 1853 had not expired, and the

Returns for that year are still not made up, Ihave limited my inquiries,

for the most part, to 1852 ; but as the Returns for this District gave such

Zenundaries.
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a very unfavorable account of the Police, I called on the Principal Assis-

' tant for Statements for the year 1853. This Statement shows, that there
" has been very great improvement. In the past year, there were but

three dacoities and two attempts to commit dacoity, and seven highway
robberies, but only 19 persons were punished out of 191, said to have been
engaged in these crimes. Though these guesses at the x}umber of per-
sons supposed to have been engaged, are generally speaking greatly ex-
aggerated, improvement is still called for. o
102. Captain Oakes represents, that the Mofussil Police 13 ex.tremely
inefficient. It is composed of Soudar Ghatwals, Suddeals, T1'kadars,
Digwars, Naib Digwars, and Chowkeedars.  Most of these hold jagheer
Jands—some are paid money salaries, which are found as low as four annas
per mensem.  So long as the Police shall be in the hands of such persons
as the Zemindars of these pergunnahs, it seems hopeless to endeavo.ur to
effect improvement, but I think, the Assistant, relieved as he'now will be
in the Civil and Revenue Departments, should, in the ensuing cold sea-
son, give his especial attention to the Police of his f?ur Thannahs ; visit
them ; and if he cannot immediately introduce uTlprovement, a.t .all
events lay the foundation for future increased efficiency, by providing
sufficient remuneration, either in land or money, for those employed.
One Chowkeedar, with a sufficient salary to keep him above want, and to
make his place a desirable occupation, would be more useful than any
number of men compelled to serve on four annas per mensem. On vacan-
cies occurring, no new appointments should be made,. but the land or
money be transferred to another, till he shall have sufficient to secure the
servces of a person with some intelligence. o
103. The Principal Sudder Ameen brought to my notice the c?nduct
of the Soopoor Rajah, who has charge of the Police of his Zemindary,
in a case of dacoity, in which the Rajah concealed the fact f)f one of the
accused having confessed, and allowed the case to be a.d.]ulsted by the
payment of Rupees 10 to the party plundered. The Principal Sudder
Ameen, in his letter of the 7th March 1833, reported the case to the
Principal Assistant. On enquiry from the Principal. Assistant, whether
any proceedings had been held in the case, he informs me, “ tl.lat
“he had detained the said letter in his Office, with the intention
“ of drawing out a special Report and bringing many del.mqtfencies of
“ the Rajah, who was incapable of conducting his dutles in a pro-
« per manner, to the notice of the Agent.” This letter should not
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have remained nearly a year unnoticed, especially when dacoity prevailed
to the extent shown in the Statement. I think it is desirable, that the
Principal Assistant should be called upon for a special Report on the
Soopoor Police, with a view to taking it out of the hands of the Rajah
and appointing a Police force at his cost, should his delinquency appear
to be such as to call for that measure.

JAIL.

104, This Jail is of the same character as the Chyebassa Jail, mud
and thatch. The plan is open to fewer objections, but the arrangements
are worse.

105. There is one large room 130 x 16, in which all those sentenced
to long periods of imprisonment are confined. In this room there are
now 106 persons ; allowing 6 x 4, or 24 superficial feet, for each person
to lie on, the space should be 2,544 fect, but the ward is only 2,080 feet,
so that there are now more than there should be, and the number,
if necessary, is increased to 125. In the room to the left of the
gate, 90 x 16, those sentenced to short periods, and those under trial are
placed. Here also there are too many. I found 70 in confinement;
they ought to have 1,680 feet, they have only 1,440. At this scason of
the year it is of less consequence, the Jail being a little crowded, and
they are not unhealthy ; but in the hot months, there should not be above
86 in the long ward and 60 in the smaller ward at the utmost.

106.  The cook-rooms are longer than is necessary. I would convert
one-half into another ward for prisoners. The Civil prisoners and the
women should be removed clsewhere, and the rooms they occupy made
into another ward,

107. The Hospital for the sick is situated to the South, the cooking-
room for the sick is to the North. I would enlarge a sentry-box, which
stands near the Hospital, and make it into a cooking-room for the sick.
I would make the room marked A the apartment for women, and the
present cooking-room for the sick their cooking-room. This would, with
walls erected, as marked in the plan, be as much separated from the male
prisoners, as circumstances will admit of. The godown-room marked B
I would make the Civil Jail

108.  The whole is now surrounded by a bank and diteh. T would
throw the bank back into the ditch, and build a pucka wall eight feet
high all round, The prisoners could buwrn the bricks, burn the lime, and
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assist in building the wall. The cost would be inconsiderable, and there
would then be some little security. The godown may require a few
alterations to make it suitable for the Civil prisoners, but alterations of
mud and thatch cost but little. The thatch should be every where lifted
a few inches from the wall for the sake of ventilation ; of course escape is
facilitated by such an arrangement, but it is of little moment, when there
are so many other chances of escape, and such ventilation is most needful.

109. I found charpoys, made after the usual plan, with wooden frame
and net-work of rope, preparing for the prisoners, but I recommend that
pending further orders they should not be allowed. They have been
tried again and again, and always failed. They soon become so full of
vermin, that they cannot be tolerated. If circumstances are such, that
the prisoners must be kept off the ground, the best plan is brick-work at
the head and feet, with planks that can be taken out and thoroughly
washed and dried, or planks placed on edge between uprights will answer as
well, when for any reason brick-work is scarce or objectionable.

110. The Returns show that the prisoners of this Jail, though for the
most pare healthy, are liable to periodical visitations from the cholera, on
which occasions the mortality is very great. With the further accommo-
dation I have proposed to provide, there will be no such crowding as there
has been, and the Assistant should be instructed, when the weather is
very hot and cholera apprehended, to allow the prisoners more rest in
the heat of the day.

111, During the last five years, the deaths in the Jail have been

A Statement showing the Number of Prisoners in the Juil ineack 196 : in the las
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having remarked that when cholera prevails, those sentenced to short pe-
riods, and prisoners under trial, always suffer most, rccommends that all
prisoners, however short their period of confinement, should be provided
with a blanket. Privies certainly are wanted ; and in this, and all other
Jails, with mud walls and floors of masonry, there should be a little slope to
the middle of the ward so that the floors may be washed without the water
soaking into the walls and making the place damp and unwholesome.

113. The prisoners should all be provided, twice a year, with the com-
mon cheap mats made of the leaf of the Kajur-tree.

CurcHERRY HOUSE AND THANNAH. ¢
11+ The Cutcherry House is small, and built on the worst possible
plan. Nearly all the rooms, even that in which the Principal Assistant
sits, are filled with records arranged on shelves from the top of the doors
to the ceiling. There is no Treasury ; the treasure is kept in the room
on the South-west corner,* which is open North and South, and always
full of Omlah and other people. I recommend that the additions
dotted in the accompanying plan should be added. If as much use as
possible be made of the prisoners in burning the bricks and assisting
in the building, they will cost but little. The separate building close to
the Office of the Assistant, now occupied by the Superintendent of Ab-
karree, I would make over to the Moonsiff who now sits in a hut at
some distance from the other Offices. The Principal Sudder Ameen’s
Office is built on a plan, by which as little as possible is made of the quan-
tity of masonry it contains, but no alteration is immediately called for.
115. The Thannah ought to hold seventeen Burkundazes, and it will
not hold above seven. I found the Lock-up Room without a door, the
explanation was that prisoners detained were always sent to the Jail. A

room should be added capable of containing ten Burkundazes, and the
Lock-up Room should have a door with a lock.

Roaps. :

116. I have lately traversed what is called a made road, which in this,
as in other parts of India, is made by digging two trenches and throw-
ing up the carth in the middle between the two. There are very
few localities in which this operation makes a good road, and in these
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parts, where the country undulates, it must
make a bad one. Unless funds can be
afforded for making a complete road with
bridges, this throwing up of earth always
increases existing difficulties, and creates
more, especially when the country is not flat
and no part of this country is flat.

117. By raising the road and interfering
with the drainage, many places, where there
would have been no difficulty without the
made road, become impassable, as shown in
the margin. Theline above represents a sec-
tion of the tract before the made-road was
constructed, and the line below a section of
the made road after the first fall of rain;
and this is not the only disadvantage. The
drains on the upper side of the road conduct
all the water into one channel, and that which
was excavated two feet deep in one scason
becomes a ravine seven or eight feet deep.
The money laid out in this sort of road-
making is worse than thrown away, and I
recommend that throughout this Division

- improvements should be limited to jungle-

cutting® and smoothing, unless complete
bridging be contemplated and then that the
bridges be made first, and the road to them
when they shall have been completed.

118, In reporting on Chyebassa, I have
described the system of fair weather roads,
which should, in my opinion, be introduced
in these Districts. Captain Oakes, who has
now been acquainted with these Districts
for many years, says, the “roads required
are one from Bunabhoom to “ Purulia, for
the transit of Timber.

* The line should be marked by the smallest mark that will last, merely to prevent future
claims for compensation,

<
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“From Sillee vid Purulia to Bancoorah, for the export of Grain and
“ tmport of Salt. ‘

“From Purulia to Raneegunge, the terminus at the Collieries.”

He is of opinion, that traffic would be greatly increased if these roads
were improved.

119. T have already proposed, that the road should be made pass-
able from Chyebassa through Seraikela to Purulia. Burra Bazar is only
sixteen miles from this line. There are already several paths from the
line to Burra Bazar: one of them should be improved. There also is a
road from Sillee vid Purulia to Bancoorah. Five rupees per mile,
laid out each year in repairs, would make it an excellent road between
Purulia and Bancoorah ; where the opening through the jungle is not
sixty feet wide, it should he made that width. The line from Purulia
through Ruggoonauthpore to Raneegunge might for a few miles East of Ra-
neegunge cost a little more than in other parts, as T understand there
are ravines which each year would require a good deal of levelling
and smoothing. '

120. If there already is not aroad, a track of the same sort should
Ve opened from Bancoorah to Raneegunge, and from Burra Bazar South
to Ghatseela in Dhulbhoom on the Subenreeka.

121.  All Singbhoom, Dhulbhoom, Patcoorah, Bunabhoom and Man-
bhoom will then be opened out, and seeing the way in which traffic is
carried on, notwithstanding all the difficulties, drawbacks and dangers to
be encountered and overcome, I cannot help thinking, that in a few years
the traffic may have no inconsiderable effect on Railway dividends and
the proceeds of the Custom House.

122, Annexed is arough sketch of the fair-weather roads proposed, the
aggregate length is about 520 miles. For Rupees 10,500 for the first
year, and Rupees 5,250 at the utmost each year afterwards, these long
lines of communication may be made practicable for all sorts of wheeled
carriages from the beginning of November to the middle of June in
each year, provided the repairs be conducted on the plan I have Ppropos-
ed in reporting on Chyebassa.

SALT.
123. The Salt for the supply of this District is brought partly from
Bishenpore and Ghuttal and partly from Cuttack. The Cuttack Salt is
brought from the Keypara Golah, through Keongur and Chyebassa. Bala-
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sore Salt is said tc be sometimes procurable, but whether brought from
Molu sbunge or not, I could not discover. The Beeparres told me that
Salt * was ncarly always procurable at Bishenpore, for Rupees 4 per
m.aund, and that oftentimes it could be had at Ghuttal at from Rupees
2-12 to Rupees 3-4 per maund. Of course, Salt sold at Ghuttal, at either
Rupees 2-12 or Rupees 3-4 per maund, must be smuggled, the price
being less than the price of the illicit article at the Golahs of Tumlook and
Hidgellee, but the people in these parts spoke of the traffic as always exist-
ing, and evidently were not aware that it must be illicit. The subject
appears to call for enquiry. I can see no reason whatever to doubt what
was told me. Indeed the price of Salt in the villages through which I have
“marched has been such as it could not be if the whole supply was Rowan-
nah Salt from Tumlook and Sulkea. At Ramchunderpore, near Mungle-
pore, the price is said to be from 14 to 15 seers per Rupee, or under
3 Rupees per maund.

124. T recommend that enquiries be instituted at Ghuttal, Bishenpore,
Ramchunderpore, Munglepore, and Bancoorah, as to the supply of Salt
and the places from which it is brought. Tt must be fieedless to remark,
that such preliminary enquiries should be condu(ited with the greatest

I

secrecy and circumspection.

SCHOOL.

125. The only School in this District is an Englfsh School, established
at Purulia in May 1853. S .

126. It is managed by a Committee composed of thred” members.
They have since May held three meeting, at which all-attended. *

127. Though so lately established, the number on the books is 57,
and the average attendance is 3+4. -

128. The Secretary writes, that ¢ the demand for education is confin-
“ ed to the middle class of people, who hold it in great estimation. The
« Zemindars and the rich people think it below, and the poorer classes
“ above their notice.” He states also, that  the people generally are
“ averse to contribute to the furtherance of education, thinking themselves
“ entitled to receive from the Government everything necessary about it.”

129. Tt is unfortunate, that such a prejudice against education
should exist on the part of the land-holders, for they possess extensive
estates, inhabited by very wild and barbarous people, whose ignorance
has, on more than one oceasion, caused very embarrassing disturbances and

.
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much bloodshed. The spread of cultivation, and intercourse with those
who live in more civilized parts, have done some good, and if the Village
Purdhans, and people of that class, would allow their children to attend
the School, the seed of much eventual good might be sown, but while
the Zemindars remain aloof, and are content to know nothing beyond
what is to be learncd in the jungles, it cannot be expected that those
under them will seek instruction.

130. Of the 57 boys in the School, 29 are the sons of persons in the
employment of Government, 23 arc the sons of Mooktears, 5 are the sons
of Merchants.

131. There is not one connected with the land, that is, not one the son
of a Zemindar, or middleman of the District. Captain Oakes informs me,‘)
that he received an application from many persons, who gain their liveli-
hood by cultivating theland, requesting a reduction in the schooling fecs
to enable them to send their children. They desired to pay four annas per
mensem. Preference being had to the condition of those connected with
the land in these parts and their extreme ignorance, I think it is most
desirable to endeavour to induce them to give their children in-
struction, at all events in Bengalee. I recommend that a Bengalee
Teacher be appointed to the School and boys admitted to learn Bengalee
only, paying four annas each. - It is probable that some who come at first
to learn Bengalee only, may afterwards join the English School.

132. There are at present three minors, whose estates are held by the
Court of Wards. I recommend that the Principal Assistant should be in-
structed to bring them to Purulia, and place them at the School. The
School-master, Baboo Kaleechurn Dutt, is a person of excellent character,
and possibly it might be arranged for the wards to reside with him, and
under his care. If this be not feasible, lodging for them and their guar-
dians should be provided in the house of some person of respectability at
Purulia. The Assistant, in carrying out such a plan, will meet with oppo-
sition, especially on the part of the female relatives of the wards, but no
remonstrance should be attended to. The children may be sent to see
their relatives once a quarter, or if this will not satisfy them, they may
themselves take a house at Purulia.

133. The Committee speak in terms of high praise of the dili-
gence of the Master, and certainly the boys have made extraordinary

progress, considering that the School has been established a few months

only. e
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134, The Committee are engaged in making additions to the School-
house, there not being sufficient room for the boys, but they are in want
of funds, and at such a remote staﬁion, with all those who ought to sup-
port the Institution prejudiced against it, more than ordinary support
and encouragement, is called for. I beg to recommend that Rupees 250
towards the completion of the work now in hand be provided by the
Government.

185. The School-master represented to me that he is allowed Rupees
100 per mensem only, while 150 Rupees is the remunecration usually
allowed.

¥ * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * *
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N MEMORANDUM
d OF
RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT.

ParA. 13. That the Assistant stationed at Xoruda should be dircct-
ed to inquire into the successions which have taken place among the
Jagheerdars of Palamow since 1830, with a view to the imposition of a
suitable assessment on such Jagheers as are held by parties not direct
Leirs, and that should Mr. Thompson remain at Koruda, he be directed,
when he has become better acquainted with the people, to carry out the
Orders of the Government, dated the 25th October 1827.

14. That employment on the establishment be given to the son of
Kouree Gouree Churn, hereditary Canongoe of Palamow, in order to se-
cure the assistance of the father, who possesses more information respect-
ing the Pergunnah than any other person now alive.

15. 'That the head-quarters of the Tehseeldar of Palamow be removed
to the head-quarters of the Koruda Assistant.

19. That the Principal Assistant be authorized to make over sum-
mary suits, and other business connected with the Revenue, to the Moon-
siff whenever the state of his files may make it desirable.

20. That records belonging to the Office of the Governor Ge-
neral’s Agent, in the Assistant’s record-rooms, be removed to the
Agent’s Office.

23. That summary cases for the adjustment of accounts between land-
owners and money-lenders and mortgagee be no longer admitted under
the Orders of the Government dated 13th August 183+4.

36. That, should it be resolved to continue the system authorized
on 13th October 1834, it be publicly notified, that landed property or
tenures of land will never be sold in execution of decrees, in the Pro-
vinces subject to the jurisdiction of the Governor General’s Agent, in
the South-Western Frontier.

37. That an improved system of attachments be introduced.

38. That whenever an Estate be brought under attachment, it be
settled under the provisions of Regulation IX. of 1822, and the interests
of all under-holders be ascertained and recorded, and leases given to
them for suitable periods. .
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40. That should sales be introduced, the Government should pur-
chase, whenever an estate can be procured for less than five times its
annual rental, minus the revenue payable to the Govermment. ‘

47. That the Governor General's Agent be directed to choose
at random a small Pergunuah of Chota Nagpore, and by means of
his Assistant, Mr. Spencer, inquire what has become of the original
village-holders in that Pergunnah, with a view to test the correctness of
the representations, that through the machinations of alien Ticcadars,
the ‘whole of the original village Zemindars are being dispossessed.

57. That when Pergunnah Dhulbhoom shall have been settled in the
manner proposed, Stamp duties be levied there, as they were before the
transfer of the Pergunnah to Chyebassa.

72. That the Principal Sudder Ameen established at Golah be with-
drawn, and a Principal Sudder Ameen, with a salary of Rupees 350, be
appointed at Chota Nagpore and Hazareebaugh, and that each should
exercise the powers of an Assistant under Regulation III. of 1821.

80. That all local Rules should be collected and revised.

89. That the Moonsiff of Kishenpore and Lohardugga be vested with
powers of Assistants under Regulation IX. of 1807, to try all cases of
petty assault, affray, &c., brought before them.

92. That the Principal Assistant be directed to visit his Thannahs,
and endeavour to ascertain the cause of the increased number of dacoi-
ties. ‘

98. That careful inquiry be made as to the necessity of longer leav-
ing the Police in the hands of the Zemindars.

99. That the Sudder Thannah of Rainchee be thoroughly repaired.

104. That if the Jail remains where it is, it should be surrounded
by a stone wall, to be built by the prisoners. That separate buildings
be provided for the women and Civil prisoners, and the Guard-houses better
arranged, and that the large wards be divided.

112. That a new kutcha Jail, capable of holding 200 prisoners, be
built at Rainchee.

113. That a small Hospital, capable of containing twelve or fourteen
persons, be established at Rainchee.

115. That a suitable Office-room be provided for the Deputy Com-
missioner.

116. That the Treasury be altered and made secure.

121. That fair-weather roads be opened from Chyebassa direct to
Rainchee, Chsta Nagpore—from Sumbhulpore through Rygurh and
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Oodeypore to Sirgoojah.—from Sirgoojah to Mirzapore—from Chota
Nagpore to Sirgoojah—from Chota Nagpore through Chittra to Sheer-
é‘i)m‘ty.

¢ 1?6. That most stringent orders be issued not to cut the trees im-
mediately by the roadside, in clearing roads through forests.

127.  That the ditches cut by the side of the new road from Hazaree-
baugh to Golah, Govindpore and Chota Nagpore, be filled in at intervals,
so as to prevent a rush of water, and that where open places have been
left for bridges, they be sloped and smoothed. :

130. That the Sillee Fair be removed to Chutra, near Chota Nag-
pore.

157. That a District Officer, when he recommends a foreigner to fill
any post under him, shall be bound to certify that he has been unable
to find a Native of Nagpore fit for it, and that on vacancies occurring
among the Burkundazes, Chuprassies, &c., Coles be invariably appointed,
till at least one-half the establishment shall be Coles.

142, That common School-books be supplied gratuitously to Cole
Village Schools, whenever as many as twenty can be collected to learn.

(Signed) HENRY RICKETTS.



CHOTA NAGPORE.

GENERAL.

THE Lohardugga Division of Chota Nagpore comprises an area of
wbout 7,346 square miles, and contains 6,78,759 inhabitants. It contains
out two estates, Nagpore, the property of the Nagpore Rajah, and
Palamow, the property of the Government, purchased at a sale for arrears
»f revenue in 1813,

2. The chief articles of valuable produce are cotton, sugar, sirso, and
sirgoojeea. Cotton and sugar are grown on widely scattered spots. The
:otal area of each may be considerable, but there is no traffic in either
worthy of mention. Thatin cotton, Captain Oakes supposes may be worth
Rupees 10,000 per annum. The oil-seeds, sirso, and sirgoojeea are exported
n cousiderable quantities. The crops of oil-seed, which I have observed
>n ground lately reclaimed, are superior to any I have seen in other parts.
There is a small quantity of saflower, but no indigo. 1t is expected that
the roads, which have lately been constructed by Government, to Govind-
sore, on the Grand Trunk Road, and to Hazareebaugh vid Golah, will
tend to increase the traffic.

3. The District also produces coal, iron, and gold; a Mr. Tayler
worked the coal mines at Rajhara,in Palamow, for four or five years, but the
andertaking was abandoned in 1848.  [ronisfound in many parts, especi-
lly in Pergunnahs Sonepooree, Toores, Oomachanda, and Dewarkahund.
Gold is obtained by washing in the sands of the River Kanchee. Captain
Oakes, who has had charge of this Division for five years, reports, that
:0 the best of his knowledge, no inquiries worthy of any trust, have been
made into the mineral resources of the District, except the inquiry
regarding coal made by the Committee in 1845, and Mr. Williams’s in-
vestigations regarding iron, conducted in 1851.

4. There are no European land-holders; I have already said there is
but one Zemindar paying revenue direct to the Government. There aro
four land holders, who are styled Rajahs, holding their possessions under
the Maha Rajah, and paying to him from Rupees 3,000 to 8000 per annurn,,
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and several minor holders, who pay from Rupees 100 to 1,000 each. In
Palamow, the property of Government, there are persons holding lands
yielding from Rupees 1,000 to 10,000, but none of these persons are 4t
all educated. They are capable of reading and writing Hindee. They
have none of them been instructed at any Schools ; what little informa-
tion they possess, they have acquired at their own houses.

Laxp REVENUE.

5. The land revenue of the Lohardugga district is but Rupees
46,015-2-8, which is paid by two Zemindars :—
 NUgPOTe, ereverrereruirarereerreinien Rupees 15,041 0 O
Palamow, » 30978 2 8

6. Nagpore, the property of the Rajah of Chota Nagpore, is settled
In perpetuity at the sum above-mentioned. The rents of the Rajah are
said not to exceed a lakh of Rupees; all the Zemindars under him enjoy
considerable profits.  This estate is supposed to be above a hundred miles
long, and to contain between 4 and 5,000 square miles. In the neigh-
bourhood of Rainchee, and for many miles round, it is open and well
cultivated. To the South, there are still heavy jungles.

7. Palamow was bought by the Government in 1813. The Per-
gunnah was assessed at the perpetual settlement with a jumma of Rupees
12,000, and now pays the jumma above-mentioned, Rupees 30,978-2-8.'
The whole is held by village proprietors or farmers: there is no husta-
bood management. The Governor General’s Agent having dated in his
Report for 1851-52, that the state of Palamow was not satisfactory,
and that it was so distant from Rainchee, it would not be efficiently
managed by the Principal Assistant there stationed, a Sub-division was
created, chiefly with a view to the improved management of this estate,
which the Government remarked, should be an example to all the Zemin-
dars of the Agency.

8. This Pergunnah attracted much notice, and was the subject of a
great deal of correspondence twenty-five years ago. It was finally deter-
mined, that the whole should be measured, with a view to a regular
settlement under the provisions of Regulation VII. of 1822.

9. The Government, in the Orders dated the 25th October 1827,
said that the settlement was to embrace  the definition and adjustment
“of the public demand on tenures which it has been determined to
“ maintain as fiefs, to be heid in capite of Government, the composition

................................
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“of each of the tenures falling under the above description, with the
“Jseds by which they were originally constituted with a view to re-

“sumption, and annexation to the public rental of all lands held in

“excess of the grants in each instance, and investigation of the cir-

“cumstances and state of property in each village of the Khalsa

“lands.” The Jagheerdars and Ijardars were to be called upon -
to furnish lists of their possessions, with a view to adjustment. The

Settlement Officer was to subject these documents to examination by the

Canongoes or other local Officers of experience, and, after taking such

other measures as might be available for ascertainivg that the lands and

mouzahs stated under each head were actually in the Jagheerdar’s pos-

session at the sale and purchase by Government, a new pottah or grant

was at once to be given, subject to the final sanction of the Government.

As it was agreed on all hands, that the Jagheers were not alienable, but

lapsed on default of heirs, it was directed that a stipulation to that effect

should be introduced in the new pottahs. The measurement of the Khalsa
lands was completed in 1830, they were then leased for various periods,
and, in 1839-40, leases for twenty years were granted to farmers, which
will expire in 1838-39. In conformity with the orders, the Jagheerdars
and [jardars, in 1830, filed a list of their lands and their sunnuds ; but
from that time to this nothing has been done, no inquiries in confor-
mity with the orders have been made, no new pottabs have been granted,
the careful instructions respecting successions have been entirely over-
locked, and claimants have been allowed to succeed without ques-
tion, .

10. DParties with whom I have conversed say that execution of the
Orders of the 25th October 1827 would increase the rental of Palamow
Rupees 20,000 per annum.  Others say, that this is" an exaggerated esti-
mate, and I believe it is greatly exaggerated, though there is no doubt
that many are in the possession of lands to which they have no right
whatever, and some are holding lands at a mere quit rent, who ought to
pay full rental

11. It would appear, that the death of Mr. Prinsep, who was entrust-
ed with the settlement of Palamovw, first caused interruption of the pro-
ceedings, and the disturbances of 1832 and 1833 having extended to that
Pergunnah, the authorities of the time, after quiet had been restored,
either had not time to complete the settlement, or it was not thought
advisable then to prosecute the investigation ; and all shose who have
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since held oftice have contented themselves with collecting the revenue
payable by the farmers of the Khalsa villages. g

12. An Officer has now been placed at Koruda, with the immediate
management of Palamow, Oodeypoor, and Sirgoojah. By his means
the Orders of 1827, as regards the Jagheerdaree and Ijardaree lands,
-ought to be ¢arried into execution, but Captain W. Qakes, who has had
charge of the Lohardugga Division for five years, is unwilling to disturb
the existing state of things, at all events not till the expiration of the
existing settlement of the Khalsa lands in 1858-59.

13. There can be no doubt that it is very desirable to avoid proceed-
ings that may possibly lead to discontent and disturbance, but I must says
that it appears to me there has been in this Agency a great deal too
much fear of resistance. The first question never appears to be, as to
the propriety of a measure, but whether those whom it may concern will
readily submit to it. I would instruct the Assistant at Koonda to
inquire into the successions which have taken place since 1830, and
where he finds parties in possession without any right, to hold a summary
enquiry into the proceeds of the Jagheer, and impose a suitable assess-
ment.  Should Mr. Thompson stay there, when he shall have had some
experience in the Pergunnah and become acquainted with the people,
I would either vest him with the full powers of Regulation VII. of 1822,
and direct him to carry out the Orders of October 1827, or by virtue of
the powers vested in the Executive by Regulation XIII of 1833, furnish
him with special instructions for his guidance. I cannot suppose it
likely, that any disturbance will ensue. It is true, that formerly distur-
bances in these parts were a common occurrence, but to the best of my
recollection, they never were caused by the Government enforcing an
undoubted right by straightforward and lawful means.

14.  The hereditary Canongoe of the Pergunnah, Kouree Gouree
Churn, is still in existence, and could afford a great deal of information
respecting the land-holders of all classes, and though I would by no means
counsel the immediate acceptance as correct of all the information he
might afford, I would give employment to his son on the establishment
of the Assistant at Koruda, and by so doing secure the assistance of
the Canongoe, who apparently is fully acquainted with all the circum-
stances of all classes connected with the Pergunnah, while no one else
has any information whatever respecting any portion of it except the
Khalsa lands. «
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15. As the Tehseeldar of Palamow has no Khas Tehseel, I think it
wowdd be advisable to station him at the head-quarters of the Assistant
ai Koruda He and the Officers of his establishment may be of great
use o the Assistant, and as his Office will be so near, it will be no great
inconvenience to the Ijardars and Farmers to pay them revenue at
Koruda, instead of at Leshbegunge, the present head-quarters of the

Tehseeldar.
16. There are no cases under Regulations XVII. of 1793 zmd V. of

1812 in this District. There never has been any prohibition against
attachinents, but the Law is unknown here

17. It has been customary for all persons having rent to pay, if the
landlord, for any reason, objected to reccive it, to deposit their rentin the
Collector’s Office, there to remain, till the party to whom it should have
been paid, applied for it.

18. It is supposed that this privilege, allowed to all under-tenants
of every description, has the effect of preventing unauthorized and
extortionate demands from being made, and acts as a great protection
to all the inferior classes. As I know that the propriety of allowing
such deposits has often been mooted in Regulation Provinces, it is in-
teresting to learn that the practice is regarded as entirely successful here.

19. Such of the Registers prescribed by the Board of Revenue, as
are suitable to the constitution of the Office, are kept up. Tn Register No.
2, in which are recorded all proceedings from other Offices, urzies, &e.,
received, I found above 4,000 entries. This tells of a good deal of busi-
ness in the Revenue Department of the Office. A Return received from
the Principal Assistant shows 8,041 cases of all sorts in three years, being
an average of 1,013 per annum, of which 963 were summary suits, giv-
ing an average of 321. Hitherto the whole business of the Collector’s
Office has devolved on the Principal Assistant. The Assistant stationed
at Koruda will now of course dispose of all summary suits connected with
that Pergunnah, and I would give the Principal Assistant anthority to
make over summary suits, or any other business connected with the
Revenue Department, to the Moonsiff, whenever the state of his own files
made the transfer desirable.

20. I found records belonging to the Ageut’s Office in the record-
rooms of the Principal Assistant’s Office. As there is ample room in
the Agent’s house, these papers should all now be removed to the Office

to which they belong. R
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21. In reporting on the Purulia Division, I entered at some length
into the subject of attached estates. In this Division, I find fifteen uxiier
attachment, the annual rental of which is Rupees 15,219-10-0, and the
sum for the liquidation of which they were brought under the attach-
ment Rupees 1,02,063-0-7.

22. Nos. | to 9 are attached under the Orders of the 13th October
1834, or rather under the interpretation put upon those Orders. The
circumstances under which they were attached, the Principal Assistant
reports to have been as follows:—* The owners finding themselves
“involved to such an extent, that they could not pay their debts, applied
“for a settlement with their creditors, under the provisions of the letter
“ above-mentioned ; and the sanction of the Agent having been granted,
“the estates have been attached for the benefit of the creditors. The
“ sanction of the Agent may be considered as equivalent to an order
“ that the estates shall not be sold.”

The remaining six estates have been attached by decree-holders.
There is no order of the Agent forbidding the sale of these estates,
They have been brought under attachment in execution of the decrees
against the proprietors as a matter of course, and Captain Oakes reports,
that “as far as he has been able to ascertain, no sale of lands has ever
“taken place in this District in satisfaction of a decree of Court, and
“that such a thing never having been heard of, parties naturally suppose .
“that an estate cannot be sold.” Captain Oakes concludes by saying,
that though he can see no political reason why any one estate should not
be sold, he cannot say that the sudden introduction of an indiscriminate
sale of lands in execution of decrees would not be attended with risk ;
at the same time he is of opinion that to sell some and exempt others,
would not be expedient. |

23. Whatever may be resolved respecting the sale of lands in satis-
faction of decrees of the Civil Courts, I think cases such as those under
which the first nine mehals were brought under attachment should be

admitted no longer. It certainly never was intended by the Orders of
the 13th October 1834, that every owner of land, who did not quite
approve of his creditor’s account, and anticipated a suit in Court, should
forestal the lender and apply to the Courts for what is called in this
part of the world an equitable adjustment of accounts, but which really
is an adjustment for the bevefit of the land-owner. It appears to me
high time, that a system which is based on the assumption, that all lender
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must necessarily be infamous extortioners, and all borrowers the
innocent and ignorant victims of the lenders, should cease to have
existgnce. It is true interest charges are high, but as the lenders
by trade can realize, without any increased risk, a very high rate
of profit, I cannot call that an equitable adjustment, which, when
the borrower’s imprudences have brought him into difﬁcult.ies, sets
at nought the engagements between the parties, and awards to the
lender a rate of interest, not regulated by the rate of interest wusually
current and the returns of capital vested in other speculations, but a
rate suitable to transactions, where borrowers are less unprincipled and
accumulations of capital less rare. I recommend that no more such
suits be admitted to be tried summarily ; that encumbered Zemindars
be left to make such arrangements as they can with their creditors, with-
out the intervention of the Courts, except on the institution of a regular
suit by one of the parties ; and that a suit, by whichever party instituted
should be decided on its merits, without any reference to the question,
whether one of the parties is a land-owner or not. The mistaken inter-
pretation of the Orders of the 13th October 1834, which the Orders of
the 17th July 1851 so completely exposed, is still acted upon, and a race
of spendthrift Zemindars, who as a body are opposed to all improvements
of all sorts, and without a single claim to exemption from the usual conse-
quences of neglecting prudence and thrift, are still protected from the con-
sequences of their follies to the injury of their creditors and the country.

24, Whether, when a civil suit brought in the usual form and decid-
ed in the usual manner shall terminate against a land-holder, his land
should be sold in execution, is a question not, I think, so easily disposed of
as that of the propriety of stopping inequitable and partial adjustments
of account. The correspondence books show, that the system has not
been uniformly approved by the authorities, but no one is willing to
undertake the responsibility of counselling a change.

25. On the 16th August 1847, the Governor General’s Agent wrote
thus to the Deputy Commissioner:— It is a subject of such very serious
“ importance, this sale of landed property, that I think, only under the
“ order of the head of the Office, should such be sanctioned. Left 1o
“ themselves, the limit could not be defined at which an Assistant might
“ stop—he might be an old and experienced cne, or quite the reverse,
“ therefore it is best as Major Wilkinson arranged it.” Colonel Ouseley

- would allow no sale of land.
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26.  In lis letter of the 26th August 1851, Colonel Ouseley’s successor
Mr. Crawford, expressed the same sentiments. Only a month after‘the
receipt of the Urders of the 17th July 1851, he wrote to the Deputy
Commissioner :—*¢ Whether it was the intention of the Government, that
“ such a practice should spring from the operation of the special Rules
¢ authorized in their Secretary’s letter of the 13th October 1834, cannot
“ now be well ascertained. T do not perceive how the spirit of these
¢ Rules could be observed, or the object of them gained, unless the Agent
“ exercised a general controlling authority in regard to all such sales.”

On the 8th of November, the Agent again said, in reply to a letter

from the Deputy Commissioner:— I see no reason to change the opi
“ nion expressed in my letter dated 26th August, that it is both neces
“ sary and unobjectionable that the Agent should exercise a controllin;
“ authority in regard to all official sales of land in this District.
Again, the Agent, notwithstanding the expressed opinion of the Govern
ment, that the Orders of the 13th October 1834 were not to be applie
excepting in cases of urgency, beyond the case of the Tickaits of Kur
rukdea, for which they were especially provided, extended the Orders tc
all lands within the Agency.

27. On the 17th June 1852, the Agent told the Deputy Commis
sioner, that of eighteen cases of attachment in Lohardugga, with one
exception, there was no reason why all should not be sold in the ordinary
course of execution of decree. He admitted, that there being no par-
ticular reason, in seventeen out of eighteen cases, why the lands should
not be sold, execution should follow in ordinary course, but he did not
direct that sale should take place.

28. In a letter dated 20th September 1852, the Agent brought the
subject to the notice of the Government. He informed the Government,
that although lands had frequently been alienated by private salesin
Chota Nagpore, none had ever been sold in execution of decrees; that
he was aware of no reason why the anomaly in the condition of landed
property should be maintained ; that on the contrary many arguments
occurred to him in favor of the introduction of a new system. The
Agent concluded by recopnmending, that those who would furnish valid
security to liquidate all demands within a reasonable time, should be
left in possession of their estates, otherwise that stringent legal pro-
cedure should be enforced. What Mr. Crawford meant by stringent
legal procedure, if he did not mean a sale, it is difficult to say, for at-

¢ 9)

tachments were already common, and he distinetly recommended im-
pgisonment of the person of defaulters in another part of his letter. 1If
by ¢ stringent legal procedure” he did mean sale, it would have been
plainer and shorter to say so. The Orders dated 16th December 1852
left it to the Agent to deal with the attached estates at his discretion,
and to order the apprehension and imprisonment of the debtors if he
thought fit. A

29. The Agent, in his instructions to the Assistant, dated the 13th
April 1853, directed him to call upon the insolvent proprietors of the
estates which had been brought under attachment without any suffi-
cient authority for exemption from sale, to furnish security to liquidate
their debts, and in future, on a Civil Court directing execution against an
estate, to report for orders, whether recourse should be had to sale, or
not.

30. . On the 26th October 1833, the Assistant reported that all the
owners of the estates attached in execution of decrees of Court had
failed to furnish the security required, and at the same time he repre-
sented that “ there were two general objections to selling lands in  Chota,
¢ Nagpore, the first is, that it does not appear that since the District
“ came into the possession of Government, land has ever in one soli-
“ tary case been sold in execution of a'decree ; second!ly, that it would
“ be difficult to draw a satisfactory line of demarcation as to what
“ parties shall be exempted from a sale of their lands, and with respect
“ to what parties a more rigorous course should be pursued.”  Orders
were issued for the imprisonment of certain debtors and the attaclyment
and sale of their personal property, but orders for the sale of their lands
were withheld ! -

3l. No real progress has been made towards adjustment of the
question. The authorities feel, that while the claims of creditors hold-
ing decrees of Court are not satisfied, it cannot be right that the
debtors should continue to hold their landed estates. So long ago as
1843 Orders of Government said— You should be careful yourself, and
‘“ ghould warn your subordinates not to let these rude Zemindars become
“ impressed with the idea, that they will be supported by the Courts
“ in refusing payment of just demands, which their own perverseness
“ may have kept unliquidated for a length of time.” But this warning
has been disregarded, and these rude Zemindars do in fact defy their
creditors, the authorities all fearing to incur the responsibility of a sale.

n
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32, Major Hannyngton, the Deputy Commissioner, who has had sorue
seventeen or eighteen years’ experience in Chota Nagpore, writes— At tke
“ present time the continuance of an unsound system has brought an
“ accumulation of debt on the large estates, and were sales to be enfore-
ed, these estates would pass into new hands, not without risk of
considerable local disturbance. Here of course the question occurs—
How long shall an unsound system be allowed to continue? I believe,
“ that by this system, not one land-holder has been relieved from his
“ debts, or is to any uscful extent put in a better position than he held
“ before. Iwould propose the cautious introduction of sales under decrees.
With our past experience, there would be very little risk of the Civil
Courts venturing on dangerous gromnd. The assent of the Governor
General’s Agent should always be required, and some discretion should
be allowed to the Courts in effecting amicable settlements between
“ the debtor and ereditor without compelling sale.”

53. This comes from Major Hannyngton, the Officer of longest
experience in the Province, and strongly opposed to the system of
attachments: he would not allow a sale without the assent of the

Governor General’s Agent, and would give the Court’s discretion
to avoid sales.

'y
[14

13
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{3
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34 It appears to me that the system existing is the most mischievous
that could be followed ; that any change would be for the better. It is
enough to say, that it is uncertain, as being uncertain it must be bad.
If it was resolved, either that estates should be sold in execution of
decraes, or that they should not be sold, lenders and borrowers would
understand their position, and regulate their transactions accordingly.
Under the existing custom, a land-owner may borrow with the under-
standing that his estate is not protected from sale, and when the lender
shows inclination to proceed to extremities, he has but to cause hints

to be conveyed to the authorities that a sale could not be enforced with-

out risking the peace of the country ; and he may defy the creditor and
the Courts: the Agent will not allow a sale.

35. There are other weighty objections to the system. Thereis not
even an attempt to disguise the truth, It isnot said, that it is desira-
ble to maintain the old Zemindar, because he is a good subject, manages
his estates well, and is a friend to his ryots: on the contrary, it is
declared, that it is advisable to protect the Zemindar, because he is a
bad subject-—hecause it is supposed that should the authorities endeavour
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:0 do justice i)y his creditor, he is prepared to stir up his ignor.nt fol- -

logrers and cultivators to resistance—in short, that he is prepared to
rebgl rather than pay, and therefore it must be permitted to him not to
p{\,}.o Further, the effect is to place all the District authorities in a m'oet
undignified, and therefore most harmful position. On a . sale bemg‘
pressed by a decree-holding creditor, the Principal Assistant in charge of
the District has to inquire and report, whether, in his opinion, thg defen-
dant is so bad a subject that he is worthy of the protection of the Court.
He has to seek information, whether the inhabitants are ignorant and
likely to be misled—whether the influence of the Zemindar over them
is considerable and likely to be exercised for mischievous purposes.
Should the results of the inquiry affirm all these positions, it is the busi-
ness of the District Officer to propose that, to use the phraseology of the
Division, “ the estate should receive the protection of the Agent’s Ofﬁ‘ce.”
Should the inquiry show that the Zemindar has always been, and is, 2
well-disposed subject, that his ryots are not much under his influence,
aud that what influence he docs possess, he never would exert to their
injury in order to obtain any selfish end, the District Oﬁ:l.oer‘must re-
port that there is mothing to prevent the Law from taking its course.
The effect of all this cannot but be bad, it must bring the Courts and
the Officers who preside in them into contempt, and it must incline these
Zemindars to have a bad character rather than a good one.

36. That change is desirable, must be admitted. I see -thnt all
the existing authorities are unwilling to take upon themselves the
responsibility of proposing the sale of land in execution of decrees,
though they fairly see the mischief of the existing system: I am un-
willing to propose a-change, but it is unquestionable, I {hink, that
a positive prohibition of all sales, under any circumstances, would be pre-
ferable to the existing uncertainty. If it was declared that no landed
property of any sort should be held answerable for the debts ?f the
proprietors, all dealings would be conducted with reference to the immu-
nity declared. , .

87. Should such be the resolve, as a matter of course all landed
tenures in execution of decrees of Court would be brought under attach-
ment, and in such case I would, by means of an improved system of
attachment, remedy, as far as possible, the disadvantages consequent on
the prohibition of sales. Major Hannyngton describes an attachment
thus—* By one means or other, the rents of the estate are imperfectly
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“ eollected, and the creditors allowed shares in proportion to their clajms

“ In this transaction no one has reason to be satisied. The landlord ma;
complain that his rents are wastefully collected ; the creditor may com
plain that he gets no more, and gets it tardily ; the District Officer ma,
complain that the work is more than he has means to accomplish, anc
the ryot may complain that he is fleeced.”

This is a picture drawn from experience. Major Hannyngton, t
show how the system is abused, instances the following case. The estate
of the Rajah of Kendy is under attachment for the benefit of his creditors
The property consists of 139 villages, which are disposed of as follows :—

-

<

-~

4

-
-

Granted in alms gifs, .. .. 18}
Sold (by private sale,) .. .. . N X
Sold by auction, .. .. - . .. . 5
Held by relatives of Rajah, .. .. e .. o 441
Mortgaged, .. . . 16
. 128
Under attachment for the satisfaction (or dissatisfaction)
of the ereditors, . .. . . . .. 11
" 139

On inquiry it appears, that the amount of the liabilities of the Rajah, on
account of decrees actually in execution remaining unrealized, is Rupees
16,582-7-1; a further decree has lately been passed for Rupees 4,000, and
the Principal Assistant estimates, that his remaining debts may be about
Rupees 10,000 : the gross liabilities therefore are about Rupees 30, 000
and the amount proceeds of the attached villages is Rupees 1,119-7
after dedugting Rupees 399 annually allowed the Rajah, Rupees (‘19
remains for his creditors, which will liquidate the debts in forty years.
During all this time, the management of the property will fall on the
Revenue Officers of the Government,

38.  Whenever an estate shall be brought under attachment, I would,
at the expense of the owner, make a settlement of the land under the
provisions of Regulation VIL of 1822, measuring it if necessary, and
funds are available, and then give all the under-holders pottahs for a
suitable period, with reference to the nature of the interest held, which
pottahs I would cause to be respected in all the Courts ; of course in
conducting these proceedings, the imposition of increased rents, or any
other cause for creating discontent will -be carefully avoided, At first
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there may be some uneasiness; it is always supposed that a measurement
cannot be made from any othergnotive than a desire to impose increased
reptb; but when two or three attached estates shall have been measured
and %ssessed, and the under-holders find themselves secured in their
holdings for considerable periods at moderate rates, and all ubwabs,
manjuns, &c., relinquished, they will no longer object. Ignorant people
may be opposed to measures undertaken for their good so long as they
do not understand them, but when the advantages are clearly seen and
acknowledged, they will not oppose them. The advantages I desire to
obtain by the settlement are the prevention of fraudulent alienations on
the part of the Zemindar with a view to cheat his creditors, the estab-
lshment of all under-holders in their rights, and the diffusion of confi-
dence leading to the improvement of the estate, the independence of the
cultivators, which in time must have the effect of lessening the influence
of the Zemindar amongst them, which influence being always used for
bad purposes and never for good, it is most desirable to decrease the
punctual and easy collection of the revenue.

89. The management of these estates should of course receive the con-
stant attention of the Governor General’s Agent, and the Board of Revenue
should be furnished with Annual Returns showing the results, as they are
with Annual Returns of attached estates in the Regulation Provinces.

40. Should it be considered advisable to rule, that in execution of
decrees of the Civil Courts, land shall be sold in the Districts of this
Division as elsewhere, in that case I would recommend, that any estate*
that may be put up should be bought by the Government, if procurable
at any thing less than five times the estimated rental less the Govern-
ment jumrma. There will always be less likelihood of disturbances when
Government shall purchase, indeed L see no more reason why distur-
bances should be anticipated on Government taking possession as
purchaser any more than on Government taking possession in pursuance
of an attachment, provided the attachment be bond fide, not, as is some-
times now the case, nominal. I would not retajn estates so purchased,
but having made a settlement in the manner proposed for attached
estates, when the influence of the former Zemindar shall have been effectu-
ally destroyed, 1 would again offer such estates to public competition,
assessed at a suitable jumma for fifty years.

* That is, 2 mehal paying direct to the Governmelt.
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41. But I desire to withhold any positive opinion as to sales in
execution of decrees, till T shall have vigjted the remaining DlStl‘lCt of
the Agency, Hazareebaugh. The system originated in a desire to protect
from sale Ghatwalee Mehals of Pergunnah Kurrukdea in that Disiriet,
and probably I may there find that which shall greatly assist decision,
whether the system shall be abrogated or maintained.

42, Though- there was no complaint preferred to me, there seems
reason to apprehend, that the people of the District, the Coles, suffer
much injustice at the hands of the Foreign middlemen introduced by the
Rajah, their Zemindar. Dr. Davidson, who was a person of much intel-
ligence, and studied the condition of the Province with much attention
writing in 1839, says,~—“ In point of fact, there was no regular Police or

“ administration of Justice in Nagpore till the present Agency was esta-

“ blished in 1834 ; that they (the Coles) are frequently imposed on by
“ their land- holderh is not for want of comprehension, but that they have
“ been so long completely left to their mercies, and so entirely deprived
“ of any protection from them, that it is difficult for them to make up
“ their minds to resist.” Major Hannyngton now tells me that—< In
“ Chota Nagpore the Bhooi has lands which exist in every village, have
“ been exposed to the rapacity of the middlemen, aliens who are hated
“ by the people, and who, to obtain these lands, spare no species of force
“ or fraud—against these our Courts do not afford any facile remedy, and
“ the day may not be distant when the veople, goaded beyond endurance,
“ may take the law into their own hands.

“ To protect these under-tenures is therefore not only as a duty impor-
“ tant, but it is also essential to the permanent tranquillity of the coun-
“try. Forthis end, it would be necessary to ascertain what the tenures
“ chiefly are, and how far they should be recognized : this being done,
* and the resnlt made known by authority, the Courts would do the
“rest: the inquiries would demand some time and care and caution, but
“ it is practicable, and in the end would requite any labour that might be
“ bestowed on it.” . ’

43. This evidence from a very intelligent Officer, who has been many
years in the Province, appears to me to be deserving of much attention.
I have shown in another place, that alien Omlah monopolize all the
public Offices ; that though Dr. Davidson declares that « the Coles are
“ an intelligent people, as much, if not more so, than the laboring
class of any pdrt of India which I have visited,” they have heen,
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with very few exceptions, regarded by the authorities as unfit to run
with. a message or carry a spear. . With alien farmers, alien Omlah, and
align subordinates in all Departments over them, doubtless the Coles
must have much to endure,

44. 'There is nothing authoritative to which the Courts can look for
guidance in cases of the nature of those alluded to by Major Hannyng-
ton in Chota Nagpore : each Officer takes his own view of a case, cdnse-
quently it is said that very opposite decisions may be found. It appears
to be Major Hannyngtou’s wish, that the nature of all classes of middle
tenures should be inquired into and recorded, and the rights of those
whose ancestors cleared the lands so defined, that the Courts should have
no difficulty in protecting them against the encroachments of the Zemin-
dar and his Ticcadars or alien farmers.

45. Major Haunyngton says, that © the mischief done in Manbhoom is
“ jrreparable, that all improvemeixt has utterly ceased, the ancient groves
“ are fast disappearing, and the wastes remain unreclaimed, for no one
“will undertake labour, the fruits of which would assuredly be wrested
“from him.”

46. I have already proposed, that on an estate being attached, a com-
plete settlement of it should be made under Regulation VIIL of 1822,
a component part of which settlement would of course be ascertainment
and record of the rights of all classes connected with the land : by this
means, in the course of time, the rights of all then in possession will be
ascertained, but some may lose their tenures before such attachment
shall occur. Immediate settlement under Regulation VIIL of 1822, the
Zemindar remaining in possession, might be of some avail, but it cannot be
concealed that it must be a hopeless contest between a middleman of any
degree and a Zemindar in charge of the Police. However carefully his
richts may have been ascertained and recorded, if the Zemindar Darogah
is resolved he shall go, he must go ; his ruin may be effected ina hundred
ways, and if he resist, will be effected, though the Officer in charge of the
District be his friend.

47. Tt is not probable that the Chota Nagpore estate will come under
attachment; there will be no opportunity therefore of making a settlement
of the mehal while in the predicament. If any thing is to be done for the
protection of the occupants of the soil, it must be by means of a Pergunnah-
warree investigation and record of rights, the Rajah remaining in possession
as usual. To such a proceeding, among other objections, there is the in-
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superable ohjection of expense: such an investigation could only be con-
ducted by an establishment entertained for the purpose, and would occupy
a large establishment many years. Though it is impossible to dlscredlt
the evidence of men who have seen so much of the Chota Nagpore
people and institutions as Dr. Davidson and Major Hannyngton, for
they cannot have been altogether deceived, I have not before me any
sucht evidence of the necessity of extraordinary interposition for the
protection of the indigenous occupants as would wartant my recommend-
ing such an undertaking as the immediate extension of the provisions of
Regulation VII. of 1822
composing full two-thirds of the Lohardugga district, but I would not,
on the other hand, discountenance all inquiry. It is said to be useless to
examine the files with a view to ascertain whether there have been any con-
tests hetween the alien Ticcadars and the indigenous tenantry, inasmuch
as the tenantry, seeing that contest was hopeless, have for the most part
yielded the field without a struggle ; that the class of indigenous village
Zemindars is gradually, or rather quickly, disappearing in that character,
though still existing as discontented ryots brooding over their wrongs ;
and that the real truth can be ascertained only by careful local inquiry.
Thus beginning on a small secale, in a contracted circle, I would be
guided Dby the result. T recommend, that the Governor General’s Agent
be directed to select, at random, a small Pergunnah of Chota Nagpore,
comprising fifty or sixty-three villages, and to direct his Assistant, Mr.
Spencer, to ascertain, by careful inquiry, what has become of the original
village-holders of every village in that Pergunnah—whether they are still
in possession—if not, how, and when they were dispossessed, and what has
become of them. The inquiry should be made with the least possible parade.
A list of the villages in the Pergunnah should be obtained, and then three
or four of the head-men of each quietly sent for and examined as to the
fate of the party who possessed it in 1834. If he is still in possession,
inquiry as regards that village might cease—if out of possession, then all
the circumstances connected with his dispossession must be most carefully
traced, and his present condition and means of livelihood ascertained.

48. Of course ultimate measures must depend on the results of the
investigation. Should it be proved, that most of the original holders arc
still in possession, and that those ousted rightfully suffered the conse-
quence of their own imprudence or neglect, of course no further proceed-
ings will be needful : on the other hand, should it appear that intrigues

to the whole of the Chota Nagpore Zemindary, -
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and the rapacious dealings of the alien Ticcadars are, as is represented,
fast reducing all the original holders of villages to holders of the plough,
it wyilf become matter for consideration by what measures such dealings
and the probable consequences may be averted.

49. Mr. Allen, the Officer at present occupying the post of Governor
General's Agent, isso prudent, that I have no fears of any evil conse-
quences from such an inquiry in his hands, but great prudence and cireum-
spection will be necessary—not one word should be uttered as to the
object of the inquiry, and if all the information necessary can be procured,
as it were incidentally, by setting on foot an inquiry as to prices and
wages on any other subject of general interest, so much the better. On
the other hand, on the inquiry being concluded, it would be well,
whatever the result, that the Rajah and his subordinate Zemindars
should thoroughly understand its intention, and from it the resolve of the
Government, that the peace of the country shall not be risked by the
dealings of alien Ticcadars.

ABKARREE.

50. The Abkarree Department has never been under an Abkarree
Commissioner, and on the whole I consider its condition very satisfac-
tory. Between 1842-43 and 1852-53 the revenue has increased from
Rupees 23152-14-7 to Rupees 36,323-9-6, and in 1851-52 it was as
high as Rupees 42,243-12-6. The falling off from Rupees 42,243 to
Rupees 36,323 in 1852-53 is attributed by the Assistant to a short
crop in Pergunnah Palamow and the enhanced price of mowhooa, of
which there was a scanty supply. During that year, the Assistant visited
Palamow, and he can confidently affirm that the falling off was the
consequence of short produce.

51. There are in the District 336 shops, which pay in the aggre-
gate Rupees 116-2-9 per day. As a general rule, licenses are granted
to the highest bidders, but where the tax has been as high as Rupees 100,
5 the Assistant exercises his discretion in rejecting an offer, unless it
© approximates that sum,

i 52. The settlement is made mostly by Pergunnahs and in lots
' consisting of two or more villages, but some lots embrace one village
¢ only.

53. It is sometimes necessary to sell the property of defaulters, but
slands have never been sold for the realization of Abkarsee balances.

d
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The Orders of the 13th October 1834 certainly never were intended to
protect from sale the lands of a defaulting Abkar and his surety.

54, I can find no reason for dissatisfaction with the state of the
Abkarree Revenue in this District, though the Returns appear small§ with
reference to the habits of the Dangah Cole population, who all indulge i
intoxicating liquors. For the most part, they drink a sort of beer mad
from rice and other ingredients, which is not taxed. It is difficult t
assign any reason for excluding Hurreea, while Tarree 1s subject to taxa
tion ; but as I know the local authorities would all strenuously oppos
the imposition of a duty on this favorite beverage of the Coles, anc
there might be very great difficulties in some localities in carrying ou
such a 'schemé, T am content to leave the Hurreea untaxed.

StaMPS.
55. The Stamp revenue is gradually increasing. The sales were—
1848-49, 9346 0 O
1819-50, ... . e e 10,777 13 ©
1850-51, e .. 13317 8 0
1851-52, ... - .. e eeeees 13,715 4 O
1852-53, - 15,38¢ 2 0

56. Having learned that the Stamp duty was not levied at the same
rate in the three Divisions of Hazareebaugh, Lohardugga and Manbhoom,
1 called for information on the subject from the Governor Generals
Agent, when it appeared, that on the 22nd October 1834, the Governor
General’s Agent prescribed, for the observance of Officers in charge of
the Districts, a scale of duties differing from the scale of Regulation X.
of 1829.

In the District of Lohardugga and Manbhoom, the Agent’s orders
have been superseded; and Stamp duty is levied strictly in conformity
with the provisions of Regulation X. of 1829, but in Hazareebaugh the
Agent’s orders are still in force. These circumstances having come
to the knowledge of the Deputy Commissioner, he reported them to the
Agent, who has now directed, that in Hazareebaugh also, the scale of
duty laid down in Regulation X. of 1829 should be levied.

57. When Pergunnah Dhulbhoom formed part of the Midnapore
District, and also when it was transferred to the Purulia or Manbhoom
District, Stamp duties were levied as in other parts of Bengal ; but since
its transfer te the Chyebassa District, it has been declared beyond the

¢ 19)

reach of Regulation X. of 1829. I can see no reason for this, As soon
as the Pergunnah shall have been settled in the manner 1 have proposed,
I ;vox‘ﬂd levy Stamp duties there as elsewhere.

]

CiviL JusTiCE.

58.  The Civil Courts in this District are the Court of the Principal
Assistant, the Court of the Principal Sudder Ameen at Golah, and two
Moonsifts” Courts.

59. In three years, from 1851 to 1833, the suits instituted in the
Office of the Principal Assistant were as follows :—

Suits above Rupees 1,000, .. . . 58
Ditto under Rupees 1,000, .. 51
Moounsitls’ appeals, ... .. . .. .. ... 291

60. Since a Principal Sudder Ameen has been located at Golal,
suitors go into his Court, or into the Court of the Principal Assistant at
Lohardugga, whichever they may prefer. Shéuld the Assistant find his
file heavy, and that of the Principal Sudder Ameen light, he transfers
cases to the Sudder Ameen’s file from his own.

61. From the Ist January to the Ist September 1853, the Principal
Assistant disposed of tweny-five original suits and seventy-five appeals.
The average time that an original suit remains pending is two years, two
months, and twenty days. The average time for an appeal is one year and
four days.

62. The Principal Sudder Ameen of Golah decided between May
and September, eleven original suits. Theaverage time each suit remain-
ed pending was three years, three months, and twenty-eight days. He was
appointed in May only, and of the cases made over to him no more were
in a state to be disposed of. The Principal Assistant had not, transferred
any Moonsiffs’ appeals up to the end of September, but he has now made
over forty appeals.

63. The Moonsiff of Chota Nagpore or Kishenpore disposed of 270
cases ; six months and nine days was the average time during which a suit
had remained pending. ' ‘

64. The Moonsiff of Lohardugga disposed of 543 cases ; ten months
and twenty-nine days was the a\ erage time a case remained pending,

65. The Returns show that the Officers of this Division contrive
to employ themselves throughont the month in disposing of cases,
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though the Chota Nagpore Moonsiff has only four Omlah, and the Moou-
siff of Lohardugga only three,

G6. In para. 7 of their letter of the 12th August 1852, the Courn/pr(o—
posed, that the jurisdiction of a Principal Sudder Ameen to be stattoned
at Golah should extend to the limits of both the Hazareebaugh and
Lohardugga Divisions, and that appeals from his decisions, in respect to
suits appertaining to these ditferent Divisions, should lie to the Principal
Assistant of the two Divisions respectively, but that the general control
of the Office and records should lie with the Principal Assistant at
Hazareebaugh.

67. The Orders of the 16th of February 1853 vested the Principal
Sudder Ameen of Hazareebaugh with Civil jurisdiction in Lohardugga,
and also with the powers of an Assistant under Regulation III. of 1821
in both Districts, but with respect to the Division of Lohardugga, the
Orders last mentioned have been a dead letter and regarded as a clerical
error, no proposal to that effect having been submitted to the Goven
ment ; but it appears to me, that the jurisdiction of the Principal Sudds
Ameen was designedly extended to the two Divisions. At all events, tt
local Officers, if they supposed such Orders had been issued by mistak
should have referred for further instructions.

68. The Governor General’s Agent informs me, that he believes it w:
the intention of his predecessor to recommend the establishment of a Sul
Division, but that it was not a part of his plan to annex any part «
Lohardugga to such Sub-Division. Mr. Allen says he will now, in purst
ance of the orders, direct the Principal Assistant of the Hazareebaug
and Lohardugga Divisions to make over Criminal cases to the Princip:
Sudder Ameen for trial ; but unless a definite jurisdiction be assigned t
him, and parties are allowed to commence their cases in his Office, hi
location at Golah will be no convenience, but rather an inconvenience, fc
having commenced their cases at Chota Nagpore, they will have to go t
Golah to procure investigation of them.

69. Mr. Allen is by no means desirous of seeing a Sub-Divisia
established at Golah, with jurisdiction over any part of Nagpore. If an
part of Nagpore is to be attached to a Sub-Division with the head-quar
ters at Golah, Pergunnah Sillee would be the most convenient, but h
thinks there are objections to placing a Pergunnah, having a large Cols
population, under the sole management of a Native Officer, and I concu
with him.
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70. The people generally seem very much dissatisfied with the Golah
arrangements.  They represent that the Principal Sudder Ameen being
lo,catifed in the North-east corner of the District, suitors have a long way
to ge, and that it greatly increases the expenses of parties obliged to have
recourse to the Courts : they wish to have the Civil Court established at
Rainchee, near the other Offices. It cannot be denied that the existing
arrangencent must be attended with many inconveniences. The Principal
Assistant, when his file of either original suits or Moonsiffs’ appeals is
heavy, will transfer a number of cases to the Principal Sudder Ameen at
Golah, and parties will consequently be obliged to make entirely new
arrangements for the conduct of their cases.

71.  The inhabitants of Palamow are especially dissatisfied. They will
now have to provide Agents at three places—Koruda, Rainchee, and
Golah. Iconld not find a single person to speak in favor of the plan. Of
the 107 cases now pending before the Principal Sudder Ameen at Golah,
12 belong to Pergunnahs near Golah, 95 to Pergunnahs near Rainchee !

72. 1 cannot see why the system which prevails in all the upper
Offices in the Division should not be extended to the inferior Offices. I
would appoint Officers to Hazareebaugh and Lohardugga, with the powers
of a Principal Sudder Ameen and the salary of Sudder Ameen, or in
order to secure the services of very good men, the salary of each might be
increased Rupees 50 per month. By this mears, the wants of all Depart-
ments will be supplied, and all the objections to the Office at Golah will
be remedied. Each of the Officers should have the powers of an Assistant
under Regulation IIL of 1821, in order that he may relieve the Princi-
pal Assistant of all trivial Criminal cases. Thus relieved, the Assistant
will have ample time to dispose of any original suit or Moonsiffs' appeal
which, from its embracing any point of great local interest, or from an_');
other circumstance, he may think it desirable to keep on his own file. I
may add, that this proposal has the entire approvalof all the local authorities,
the Governor General’s Agent, the Deputy Commissioner, and the Principal
Assistant of Lohardugga, and would be very acceptable to all classes.

73. The Civil suits and appeals instituted at Lohardugga from 1851
to 1853 were, as I have stated, 300.%

* Suits above 1,000 R.upccs.

1851, 24
1552, « e e et eareene e e 18
3L TP 16
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74 If the Principal Assistant keeps on his own file 10 per cent. of these
cases, the Principal Sudder Ameen will have about 120 cases to dispose
of in each year, which, with all the miscellaneous Civil cases and the
trivial Criminal cases, will give him sufficient employ. ‘

75.  The record-room is in excellent order. All the old papers, up to
1825, received from Ramgurh, have bheen destroyed. The papers from
1825 to 1834 remain as they were when transferred. The papers from
1834 to 1840 have been destroyed according to orders, and up to 1851,
all old Monthly Returns and entirely useless papers have been burned
also. The papers from 1841 to 1853 have been separated and prepared
for destruction, as directed by the Circular Orders of the Sudder Court,
No extra establishments have hitherto been allowed, but an application
for two extra Mohurirs for two months has lately been submitted. These
two extra hands must be allowed for four months, and in that time the
arrangement directed by the Sudder Court will have been carried into
complete effect.

76. The orders of the Sudder Court, respecting the preparation of
issues in the trial of all cases, have been carried into effect in the Court
of the Principal Assistant, and the Moonsiffs have been directed to attend
to the instructions. I represented to the Principal Assistant, that mere
orders were not likely to obtain all that was desired ; that it was advis-
able to send to each Moonsiff some cases, in which issues had been pre-
pared with success, or to send for them and thoroughly explain to them
what is required of them. This will be done, and T have no doubt, that
within a short time, the reformed system of conducting pleadings will be
thoroughly understood in this Division.

77. The local peculiarities in the procedure of the Moonsiffs Court
appeared on inquiry to be as follows.

78. The Moonsiffs are prohibited from deciding a case ex-parte, with-
out having obtained the permission of the Principal Assistant in each

Suits under 1,000 Rupees.

1851, ceen i e 18

1852, 1ot e e 17

E853, ettt e 16
oonsiffs' Appeals.

1851, wateninne e e e e 115

1852, et 98

1833, tetre e e 78
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case so to dispose of it.  Further, when Momdas, Mankecfs, Coles,. Kher-
was. and other ignorant people are defendants, the Moonsiffs have 1'nstru?—
tim?s not to pass judgment against them, either ex-parte or on th'elr
confession of judgment, without the personal appearance of the parties.
Should a defendant not appear, when served with the 1.1sua1 process, the
Moonsiff is to report to the Principal Assismnt,. who will take mefx.sure:s
for procuring his attendance before the Moonsiff, throu.gh. the Pm.xce, if
necessary. These orders were issued in 1838 by the Principal Assistant,
Mz. Davidson, who was thoroughly acquainted with the people of Nag-
pere and their habits. He had ascertained that ignorant persons of the
classes above mentioned would, when served with process, a‘bscond, or
conceal themselves, or confess judgment, though the plaintiff had no
claim whatever against them, from fear of the Courts. .

79. When an inhabitant of Sonepore, a Pergunnah in the forest- to
the South, sued in Court, the peadah entrusted with the process recewef.
a Perwannah from the Principal Assistant, addressed to the “ ITlakadar
or land-owner of the Pergunnah, desiring him to cause the defendant to
give an acknowledgment of the process. The people (')f Sonepore are for
the most part Lurka Coles, resembling the Coles of Smgbholon.l.. ‘

80, These local Rules appear quite suited to the peculiarities which

they are intended to provide for, but they should have been reported for

the approval of the Government. I have now in another place recom-

mended that all the local Rules should be collected and revised.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

81. There has been but one Court of Criminal Justice in this Dis-
trict, that of the Principal Assistant ; but he has lately beex‘l reliev‘ed by
the establishment of a Sub-Division at Koruda, and a Junior Assistant
now devotes part of his time to the Office of t¥1e Governor General’s
Agent, and part to the Office of the Principal Assistans.

82. In the three years, from 1851 to 1853, the average qumber of
persons brought to trial was 943-3d, of which 448 were punished. The
convictions in heinous cases were 528, the acquittals 557. :

83. The total number of witnesses examined was 9,810, of whom
1,680 were detained one day only ; 5,951 more than one, but not exceed-
ing six days; 1,800 were detained above six days, but not more.thi%n
eight days. This is not as satisfactory as might be, but I bave said in
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my Report on Purulia, there must he occasional delays, when all Depart-
ments being in the hands of one Officer, each can have its turn only
instead of being daily attended to. The quantity of work in this De-
partment alone, was sufficient, or nearly sufficient, to occupy the time (r)f
one Officer. Assistance has now been afforded, but it is easy to make
an arrangement by which the assistance shall be less precarious, and T
shall propose that more continuous aid should be provided.

8t I have, in reporting on the other Districts of this Division, said
that the Principal Assistants, if they consider a sentence of not mor(,e tha,n’
seven years called for, have special authority to pass a sentence not ex-
cecding seven years, reporting their proceedings for the approval of the
Deputy Commissioner. In practice, in Nagpore, in cases of burglary and
theft, the jurisdiction of the Principal Assistant is not held to be barred, if
in cases of burglary, the value of the property stolen exceeds Rupees 100,
or in cases of theft Rupees 300. Such cases are disposed of without
reference to the value of the property stolen, but should the Principal
Assistant consider a sentence of three years insufficient, he reports his
proceedings for approval as above described.

85. In cases of petty assault, &, if the peadah deputed to serve the
summons cannot find the defendant, his apprehension is effected by an
order to the Police.

86. When witnesses are summoned, a subpeena only is not issued, the
peadah is ordered to bring the witness in,

87. In cases of simple theft and burglary, a written petition is not
required from the prosecutor. A verbal application is sufficient. and
after his deposition has been taken on oath, investigation is entered,upon.

88. I have before mentioned, in my Reports in the other Divisions of
this Agency, that the Moonsiffs are authorized to fine in Criminal cases to
the amount of Rupees 5, and there is an order of the Agents, that when
the fine is not paid, the chattels of the party fined are to be sold in realiza-
tion thereof. AsI have already proposed, that all such General Orders
issued by the Agents should be collected and revised, no comments on
these local Rules appear to be called for.

89. I would give the Moonsiff of Lohardugga and Kishenpore the
powers of Assistants under Regulation IX. of 1807, to try cases of petty
assault, affray, abusive language, &c., within their respective jurisdictions.

90. The useless recerds have all been burned, excepting those of a
later date than 1843, ;
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' PoLick?

91. From 1850 to 1852 crime increased in this District, and the
pr.op3rhion of those punished to those supposed to be concerned decreased.
Thewmumbers were as follows :—

Yzrazs. Crimes, Persons concerned. Punished.
1859, .. .. 258 585 150
185, .. .. 303 787 129
1852, .. .. 353 1096 177

1

.
But in 1853, there was a great improvement.

1853, .. .. | 218 | 957 | 229

02, In 1850 there was but one dacoity; in 1831, there were two
ducoities ; in 1852, there were thirteen dacoities, and only two persons
punished ; in 1853, there were eleven dacoities, and ninety-five persons
punished. This sudden increase in the number of dacoities calls for
searching inquiry. In reporting on Purulia, I have proposed, that the
Principal Assistant should be directed to visit during the ensuing season
all the worst of the Thannahs, and I would recommend that similar
orders be issued to the Assistant at Chota Nagpore. A mere flying visit
will avail nothing ; he must remain for sometime in each Thannah, and
trace the mischief to its source and check it at once. Relieved as the
Assistant will be by measures I have proposed, he may well devote
from two to three months to this duty. '

93. There are seven Police Thannabs with the usual establishment ;
and ten Zemindars, holding under the Rajah of Nagpore, have the
management of the Police within their respective mehals. About three-
fifths of the District are embraced by the seven Thannahs, the remaining
two-fifths are comprised in the ten Zemindars. In two of the Zemindaries,
there are Darogahs named by the Zemiudars ; in eight there are Mohurirs
also named by the Zemindars. Four of the Thannahs are now uncer the
Assistant stationed at Koruda, and one Zemindary Silleedagh, is under the
same authority. In six Zemindaries, all orders are addressed to the
Zemindars, who have charge of the Police. In four, the orders are direct-
ed to the Mohurirs, who are appointed by the Zemindars to assist-in

' ¢
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the performance of the Police auties. In one, Rehaz, as the Zemindar,
the Rajah of Nagpore, does not reside in the estate, orders are necessarily
sent to the Mohurir, who does. In Berwa, the possessors of the Gtate
being women, the Mohurir receives the orders, and conducts the dutides.
In Sillee, the Zemindary being attached in execution of a decree, the
Police has been taken out of the hands of the Rajah. The possessor of
Silleedagh, in Palamow, holds lands on condition of paying the Police, but
as he has no further concern with the establishment, the orders are address-
ed to the paid Police Officer.

94. In reporting on Purulia, I mentioned that the Mohurirs who,
under the Zemindars, conduct the Police duties, are nominated by the
Assistant and paid by the Government. Finding a different system in the
Lobardugga District, I requested the Governor General’s Agent to inform
me under what circumstances the arrangements in the two Districts
were so entirely different, and which was in practice found to be the most
efficient. Mr. Allen says he can find nothing in his Office, from
which the cause of the diversity of system can be discovered, but he im-
agines that the ditferent systems found in force, when the Districts were
transferred under Act IX. of 1853, were, without question, adopted. He
is of opinion, that so long as the Police is entrusted to the Zemindars,
the appointment of all the subordinate Police Officers ought to rest
with them, as divided responsibility is likely to be productive of inactivity
and neglect, if not worse. Reference being had to the general character
of the Zemindars I incline to the opinion, that the appointment of a
Mohurir, named by the Principal Assistant and paid by the Govern-
ment, might act as a useful check on them. The Governor General’s
Agent has called for full information from the Assistants as to the
origin of the system which prevails in their respective Districts, and will
bring the subject forward for consideration and final orders.

95. The Principal Assistant represents that the Zemindary Police is
inefficient, that the Zemindars are generally ignorant, and either unwilling
or unable to perform their duties, and the establishment employed under
them are so under-paid, it is hopeless to expect good service from them.
The Mohurirs receive Rupees 6, many of the Burkundazes Rupees 1-8,
which is a quarter less than is paid to a cooley for the commonest manual
labor. The Assistant represents, that the only remedy is the abolition
of the Zemindary system, and the establishment of a regular-paid
Police in its stead. The Governor General’s Agent also represents that
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what he has seen of the Zemindary Police, has not given him a favor-
able impression of them.

.96.. No information is procurable as to the terms on which the Police
was originally left in the hands of the Zemindars—whether they are
bound to keep it in a state of efficiency—whether the expense was limit-
ed, cannot be ascertained. The Principal Assistant, Captain W. Oakes, is
of opinion, that for the sum now paid by the Zemindars, a more effici-
ent establishment could be kept up, were the Police placed directly under
the Assistant. In short the Assistant considers the Zemindars as imped-
ing rather than forwarding efficient management.

97. There can be no doubt, that an honest, able, and active Zemindar,
with the power of a Darogah, might afford most efficient assistance to
good government, while the power of a Zemindar of opposite character
to do mischief is unmeasurably increased by leaving the Police in his
hands.

98. Circumstances are much altered since the Police was placed in
the hands of these Zemindars, and careful inquiry appears called for, as
to the necessity of longer continuing a system, which places the duties of
the Police in the hands of those whom the Principal Assistant reports
are either unable or unwilling to perform them.

99. The Thannah in the town of Rainchee isin a very dilapidated,
disreputable condition, and it was represented to me, that the sum allowed
was quite insufficient to keep it in repair. It consists of one lock-up room
of mud, standing in the middle of a square of mud huts covered with
tiles. It should be thoroughly repaired at the expense of the State.

JAIL.

100. The Jail consists of three long wards, 187 x 14, 119 x 14, and
98 x 14, and one room in which women are confined. There is no Civil
Jail. T found six prisoners confined in Civil cases in the same ward with
seventy criminals sentenced to various periods of imprisonment by the
Principal Assistant. The room in which the women are confined opens into
the same yard as the ward of the male prisoners, there is no attempt to
keep them separate. There is no wall of any sort round the J all, The
building is of mud, with pucka floors and tiled roof. The objectionable
system of having a Burkundaz alone in the wards with the prisoners;
which T have found fault with before, also exists here. The Hospital is a

large airy room, in no respect objectionable. ,
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101, The cost of the subsistence.of a laboring conviet is Rupees
1-11-6; of a non-laboring, Rupees 1-8-3. This is higher than ig the
other Divisions of the Agency which I have visited, and I think the
quantity allowed is more than is necessary. A working prisoner recives
twelve chittacks of rice, one chittack of doll, two chittacks of vegetables,
and two chittacks of fish orflesh. There is not, I believe, alaboring man
in the District, who habitually consumes seventeen chittacks, including
twelve chittacks of rice per day. .

102.  The dietary system prescribed has been carried out, and opium
and tobacco are not allowed. The prisoners are all employed in repair-
ing roads, with the exception of those required as Jail servants, and in
the Hospital.

103. A statement of the deaths in the Jail, from 1846 to 1853, fur-
nished by the Principal Assistant, contains very striking proof of the
effect of over crowding a Jail. From 1846 to 1849, the deaths averaged
17.52 per cent each year. In September 1849, the number was reduced
by the removal of some of the prisoners to Hazareebaugh. The average
from 1850 to 1853 fell to 3:23 per cent. per annum, being less than one-
fifth of the average of the four previous years.

104. The requirements arc a wall round the Jail. It should be
built of stones, so far shaped as to present a smooth outside, without
cement, except for a few inches at the top. The Executive Engineer,
Lieutenant Moncrieff, who was with me, assutes me, such a wall, if pro-
perly built, will last for a very long period. T saw one here a few days
ago, which had stood for 150 years. The stones may be collected, and
shaped by the prisoners, and they can perform all the labor connected
with building the wall, except actually placing the stones, A wall of this
description would be very suitable at Chyebassa, where there is stone in
abundance. There should be a separate building for women, and a
separate room for Civil prisoners, and the houses for the Guard and for
the Burkundazes should be arranged with more reference to conveni-
ence of position and space. As there is nothing gained by wards of 137,
and 119 feet in length, I would divide that 137 feet long into three, and
that 119 feet long into two, and then separate the prisoners into classes.

105. When, 1n order to effect a separation of conviets into classes, it
is necessary to incur a very large expense, there may be good reason to
question whether the advantage is worth the outlay, but four or five mud
huts cost so very little more than two or three mud huts, that in all
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these kutcha Jails, there should be the most careful and systematie at-
iention to classification, whereas it is usual, because the Jail is of kutcha
m@te(r.lal, to have all the arrangements connected with it kutcha too.

106. The Jail at Rainchee may have been suitably situated when first
erected, but it is now very necessary that it should be removed elsewher?,
The Bazar has grown up on three sides of it, and there being no Jail
walls, it appears to be a part of the Bazar. It is to leeward of a large
tank, which bLeing formed by a dam across low ground, the upper part,
that nearest the J ail, is always swampy, and from October to the beginning
of the ensuing rains, there is always a margin of considerable breadth
drying up. Moreover, immediately outside the Jail, to the West from
which quarter the prevailing wind blows, there are paddy-fields.

107. It being agreed by all the authorities, that the removal of the
Jail is most necessary,* T carefully examined the different sites in the
neighbourhood available, and requested the Surgeon to state his opinion
of each.

108. Dr. Brongham accordingly submitted the annexed plan of the
Station, with the three sites avaifable, marked 1, 2, 8, with reference to
his estimation of each. He prefers the spot marked 1, but there is no
water near: it is close to the road, and almost immediately opposite
a beautiful new Church erecting by the German Mission located at Rain-
chee. As the Surgeon always lives at Dorunda, it would be very conve-
nient to him to have the Jail at this spot, 4+ marked No. 1, which is on the
Dorunda road; but there is no other advantage observable in this site,
and it would be most objectionable to place a Jail within a few yards of
the Church.

* On the 22nd September 1849, the Surgeon wrote as follows, respecting the present loca-
lity of the Jail :— Immediately in front is the back of the Bazar, to the West up to the very
““ Jail compound are rice grounds, from which, in the Lot season, the most offensive
“eflluvia is warted by the prevalent winds direct to the Jail. To the South, about three
¢ hundred yards distant, is a large sheet of water, which being shallow at the North end has
““ during the hot season, a margin of verdant mud, while in and about the immediate vicinity
“of the Jail are Loles and pits of all sizes, full of putrefying matter and water, to
“ fill up which will, 1 am sure, employ the prisoners for the next twelve months, I think then
“ T have cause to say the site of the Jail is the reverse of good, especially when, in addition,
¢ the present locality presents this inconvenient feature, véz., that the Jail compound can-
“ not be enlarged, at least without taking in rice fields, or pulling down the Bazar.”

t In justice to Dr. Brougham, I should state that he is not personally interested, for ke ex-

pectsto be promoted and removed very shortly.
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109. No. 2 has some of the same objections as No. 1; there is no
water, and it would he objectionable to place the Jail lmmedmtel n
front of the Agency House. .

110.  No. 3 is preferred by all, except the Surgeon. Itisata cenve-
nient distance from the great tank, without being too near. It is to wind-
ward of the tank, the prevailing winds being West and North-west:
The wind is never from the East, except in rainy weather, when the
tank is not unwholesome. Though not far distant from the Bazar, there is
no chance of the Bazar ever reaching the spot, the tank being between. It
1s not so near the hill, that any inconvenience will be occasioned by it. In
my opinon, this site is, in every respect, the most suitable to be found.

111, If it were not that the labour of prisonersis so much required at
these new Stations, T should propose to build accommodation for no more
than fifty prisoners, and to remove all sentenced to above three months’
imprisonment to Hazareebaugh ; but the repair of the roads at Rainchee
and Dorunda is performed entirely by the prisoners. Additions to the
Jail at Hazareebaugh would be more e\peume than mud accommoda-
tion at Rainchee, and if the prisoners were removed, hired labor would
be necessary to keep the roads in a passable condition.

112, T recommend therefore, that a new Jail of mud, large enough
to contain 200 prisoners, with rooms for women and Civil prisoners quite
separate; be erected on site No. 3. The outside wall should be of stone,
cemented at the top only. The Jail yard enclosed by the outside wall
should be at least 300 feet square, the most space being allowed to the
west, the quarter from which the prevailing wind blows, The floors of
the wards should be pucka, sloping gently towards the middle, so that
they may be washed without injuring the mud walls. The roofs should
be thatched, with tiles over the thatch. I have seen work of that sort in
these Provinces, which has stood for eight years.  Such roofs are cool, and
there is no fear of fire. The thatched roof should be raised about a foot
from the wall all round, in order to free ventilation. It is my belief that
a Jail of this sort, if not over-crowded and kept clean, may be as healthy
as the most expensive Jail of masonry that can be built.

118, 1 beg to recommend that a small Hospital and Dispensary be
established at Rainchee, the head-quarters of the Agency. There is no
place into which persons requiring surgical aid can be received. A room
not far from the Jail Hospital, or near the Regimental Hospital, capable
of holding twelve patients, would suffice.
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PusLic BuiLpINGs.

114. The public buildings are in good order.

11%. The room occupied by the Deputy Commissioner, which is no
morg than the enclosed verandah of the bungalow in which the Prin-
cipal Assistant sits, appeared to me exceedingly uncomfortable, and
unsuited to the position occupied by the Deputy Commissioner. It is so
low, there is no room for a punkah to swing with advantage, and to have
a punkah at all, the Deputy Commissioner is obliged to place his chair on
the floor. Major Hannyngton made no complaints, dignity and ease are
not with him matters of paramount consideration. I think a suitable Office-
room should be provided for him, having a raised bench and a punkah.

116. The Treasury should be altered. At present two small rooms
are devoted to Treasury purposes, one opening to the Kast, the other to
the West, as shown in Plan A. I would alter them as shown in Plan B,
C will then be the Treasury opening into D, the receiving room, which
having adoor at each end will Le convenient and airy.

SaLt.

117. I mentioned in reporting on Cuttack, that 85,000 maunds of
Salt are now annually taken from the Kypara Golah under rowannahs
to Chota Nagpore. A considerable portion of this Salt is not taken to
Rainchee, it is consumed in Singbhoom or taken to the villages'N. N, E.
of Singbhoom, and N. W. to Govindpore, Lohardugga and Palamow, and
part is carried on to Chuttra, Hazareebaugh and Shergotty, ifnot farther.

118. It is estimated, that about 20,000 bullocks come by different
routes from Chyebassa into the Chota Nagpore District, some going North-
east to Sillee, some North to Tamar and Rainchee, others North-west to
Govindpore and Lohardugga.

119. The price at Rainchee is generally about Rupees 4 per maund ;
occzmonall) eleven and twelve seers may be obtained for a Rupee. They
sold me Salt at Ramghur, (Guttack Salt from Kypara,) at eight secrs
per Rupee, or Rupees 5 per maund, and nine and ten seers per Rupee
are sometimes procurable there, so that Kypara Salt would cost about
Rupees 4-7 at Hazarechaugh, Rupees 4-9 to 5 at Shergotty, Rupees
4-12 to 5-4 at Gyah.

120. Salt from Kypara may be sold at Purulia and the adjacent
Pergunnahs at from Rupees 4 to Rupees 4-8 per maund, and I cannot
doubt that the Salt from the Eastward, which there meets it, is smuggled

.
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from Hidgellee and Tumlook, er is Mohurbunge Salt taken from Sirsa. T
should suspect, that it might be Balasore Salt, smuggled direct from
the Aurungs, were it not that the Rajah of Mohurbunge would nof allow
it to pass his territory and interfere with his sales. "

Roaps.

121, The roads which are most required are a direct road from Chye-
bassa to Chota Nagpore, by which the distance will be shortened fifteen
miles, and two ghauts, all but impassable, will be avoided. Captain Haugh-
ton carefully examined the proposed line, and a copy of a map, prepared
by him, is submitted herewith. With the exception of a short distance on
the crest of the hills, I believe the estimate 1 have made of Rupecs 20

per mile will be ample for this road—a road from Sumbhulpore through
Rygurh and Oodeypore to Sirgoojah, a road from Sirgoojah to Mirza-
pore, a road from Chota Nagpore to Sirgoojah, a road from Sumbhulpore
to Chota Nagpore, a road from Chota Nagpore through Chuttra to
Shergotty. They should all be fair-weather roads, made and repaired
in the manner proposed in my Reports on Chyebassa and Purulia. There
are paths already ; all that is necessary, is, that those paths should be
widened where they pass through jungle and smoothed.

122, T have, since my Report on Purulia was written, travelled over
more made roads and more unmade roads, and I repeat the assertion,
that the system of road-making by digging two ditches, one on each side,
is entirely unsuited to this country. The track selected for a road may,
without harm, be a very little raised, just sufficient to prevent water
lodging, but there should be no ditches any where, and in most places
even the little raising had better be dispensed with: the making should be
merely a mark to prevent encroachments. The hollows in which rice is
grown should be crossed by a stone causeway, raised level with the usual
flood in the hollow, no higher. Stone is found almost every where. The
stones should be thrown down without any® attempt at arrangement, until
nearly the height required, which will never be above two feet; then
smaller stones should be thrown over the larger ones, so as to make the
caus.eway passable without difficulty.

123. On the Dék roads, light wooden bridges on the tension prin-
ciple, may be thirown over the few torrents which cross the routes.

124, Many. of the routes, on which I have proposed to make fair-
weather roads, will, on the system I have proposed, he passable for

()

hackeries all the year round, except at the torrents and rivers. Doubt-
less, as soon as the roads shall Le constantly open, cheap means for
crgssi.ng the rivers will be provided.

195, 1t has been remarked to me, that roads such as I desire to
introduce, though they may answer for a little traffic, will soon be cut
up when traffic shall increase. 1 answer to this, that no consistency
is obtained by heaping up earth; on the contrary, the raised and made
road will be more dusty in the hot weather and more muddy in the wet
weather than the unmade road. Nagpore, Manbhoom, Dhulbhoom,
Burrabhoom, Singbhoom, and the other Districts in these parts, have not,
like Bengal, large plains subject to inundation, through which the road
must be considerably raised to be out of the water. These Districts are
composed of large tracts of undulating uplands, and a few hollows, by
which the surplus water is drained. There may be on an average
2 per cent. hollows. These hollows must be roughly paved with
loose stones in the manner described above. It is my belief, that
Rupees 20 per mile will do more for the roads over this Province
than Rupees 1,000 per mile will do for roads in Bengal. 'The aggregate
length of the roads now proposed is 640 miles. Rupees 20 per mile will
amount to Rupees 12,800 ; Rupees 3 per mile each year for repairs will
be Rupees 3,200.

126. Again, I beg to represent the necessity of the most stringent
orders, prohibiting the cutting of trees by the roadside. [ have just
traversed twenty miles of the new road between Hazareebaugh and Go-
lah; though the road runs through a forest, there is no shelter. The trees
near the road are all gone, while the still standing stumps will, for many
years, bear evidence of the want of thought of those who were employed
in the work. Tt is true, that for the wmost part the trees are small, and
individually can afford but little shelter, but that is the consequence of
their standing so thick. As soon as those on each side have been remov-
ed, and merely a row is left, they will begin to spread, and in three or
four years afford more shelter than trees now planted would afford in
thirty years. When a road is cut
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the improvement of those best suited to the purpose for which they have
been saved.

127. I understand it is proposed to lay out a considerable sflm,in
bridging the new road from Hazareebaugh to Golah, and from Golah to
Govindpore. The money will be much more profitably expended in open-
ing fair-weather roads. The work immediafely required on this new
road is that the open spaces left for bridges should be made passable
by being sloped and smoothed, and that the ditches on the sides of the
road should be filled in at every hundred yards to stop the current, and
prevent accumulation of water and the consequent formation of ravines.

SILLEE FAIR.

128. The theory of the Sillee Fair, a place at which, at the finest
season of the year, all the Chiefs of the neighbourhood should meet, and
exchange the courtesies of good-will, and all the Merchants should meet
and exchange their commodities, was good, but I fear there is little, if
any, chance of its succeeding, for the simple reason, that nearly all the
Chiefs for many miles round are beggars. No one has any money to
spend. Knowing that the success of this Fair was much desired by Mr.
Crawford, the late Agent to the Governor General, who established it,
many of the neighbouring Zemindars, and some from a distance, attended
last year and the year before, but it was in conformity with an invita-
tion, which they regarded in the light of an order, to present themselves at
this meeting. This year there were very few visitors, the traffic was
limited, and many traders who had come from a distance, said they
could not afford to come again. Unfortunately all Rajahs think it neces-
sary to come with the retinue becoming a Rajah, and land-holders of infe-
rior rank thought it beneath them to attend without a considerable number
of followers. Those unable or unwilling to incur the expense must stay
away, and henceforward very few will attend. Moreover, there is no shel-
* ter near at hand, not even a considerable village. Last year, and the year
before, rain fell to the great discomfort of all, and this year also there was
rain for several hours.

129. A Rajah or Zemindar of any position would consider himself dis-
graced, if he attended the Fair and made no purchases, so that all who at-
tend, not only have to take more followers than can be of any use to
them, but besides that, they have to purchase things which they do not
want.  Looking to the condition of all the land-holders of any rank in the
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neighbourhood of Sillee, it certainly behoves the authorities, if they inter-
fere at all, to endeavour to persuade them to avoid all opportunities of ex-

trmw*;ﬁl%nce, and to live as retired as possible, till they shall have liqui-

dated their debts. 4

130. Saving that a few Horse Merchants attended with some very bad
horses, the Sillee Melah of this year was not better attended than many
good markets, and the Horse Merchants said they could come no more.
The present Governor General’s Agent will do all in his power to support
this I"air, for he knows that the Government and the Court of Directors
have approved of the scheme ; but vitality is wanting, the place is incon-
venient, the people of the neighbourhood are poor, there is no shelter
for either Merchants or visitors, the Fair must die. I would recommend,
that, before matters become worse, it be removed to Chutea near Rainchee,
where there is a mangoe grove, covering above one hundred acres of
land, three Ia.rge tanks, the River Subenreeka near at hand, a large village,
in which, on rain falling, all perishable goods may be secured, and the
bazar of Rainchee within one mile and a half, in which visitors may lodge.
I am not sanguine, that a Fair at Chutea will flourish, for the same
reason that I feel sure the Fair at Sillee must fall ; there are few
people in a condition to buy, but there are more than at Sillee. The
Palamow Jagheerdars are people of some substance, and many of the
Zemindars under the Rajah of Nagpore are solvent, if they are not
rich, Moreover, all, or nearly all, must have some business to be trans-
acted at Rainchee, the head-quarters of the Agency, whereas there can be
no business at Sillee but buying, and as I have said, very few arc in a
condition to buy.

131. It is true that Rainchee will be three days farther for the
people of Bishenpore and Bancoorah, but they bring for the most part
hard-ware, brass pots and pans, which will suffer no injury from being
carried a little farther. I have no fears of the change of site keeping
away that class of persons, while it will be more convenient for the
people of Behar, especially if a fair-weather road is constructed from
Rainchee through Chutea to Shergotty. .

ESTABLISHMENT.

132, The Principal Assistant represents, that the number of the
Chuprassies cannot be reduced without impairing the efliciency of the *
Office to which they are attached, Lut he does not assign any reasou,
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why more should be required at Chota Nagpore, than in Manbhoom.
There is one Kalassee attached to the establishment, and I would 'z}llo\v
a second on Rupees 4, making the reduction of four persons at
Rupees 4 each, or Rupees 16 per mensem, instead of Rupees¢ 20,
as shown in the Statement submitted by the Agent on the Tth of
October 1852.

EMPLOYMENT oF “FOREIGNERS.

133. It having come ta my kuowledge, that nearly all in the em-
ployment of Government, of all classes and grades, were Foreigners, I
-called for a Statement showing the District, in which every person draw-
ing Government pay resides. The Return has not been received, but I
know that it will show, that the Moonsiff of Lohardugga is the only
educated Native of Nagpore, in the service of the Government, and
that nearly all the places, in which a knowledge of reading and writing
is not required, Burkundazes, Chuprassics and Peadahs are filled by
people from the Districts of Behar. ’

134. This state of things appears to be pregnant with mischief, and
I regard it as exceedingly unjust. So long as the inhabitants of N: agpore
shall see all the advantages, to be derived from the Government service
in the hands of others, there must be a feeling of estrangement on their
part ; alienated and ignorant, they will remain quiet only, till some
one shall again preach to them, that they may better themselves by
burning and pillaging their neighbours” houses.

135. All classes in the country would gladly accept service. The
Nagbunsees, Chonaus, Chandels, and Birtias could, without any sense of
degradation, perform the duties of any Office, from the highest down to
the duties of'a Jemadar. The Roteas, Khirwas, Bogtas, Dussuarrees and
Burraiks would all serve as Burkundazes, Chuprassies, Hurcarrahs,
Peadahs, &c. These are all connected with the land, and rank above
those who actually hold the plough. '

136. The Cultivators are, generally speaking, Coles (Moondeeas, Kureas,
and Qorwans,) and among them some may be found equal in intelligence
to the Mahomedans and Hindus of the Behar Districts, and in diligence
and honesty their superiors. So long as all the higher offices are in the
hands of Foreigners, there islittle, if any, chance of the Coles obtaining
employ, for all the higher classes of course have followers, always hang-
ing on, ready tp be thrust forward whenever a vacancy.shall occur.

137. I recommend that whenever, on a vacancy occurring, the District
Officer shall recommend a Foreigner to fill it, he shall be bound to show
thgt Ne has endeavoured in vain to find a Native of Nagpore qualified to
perferm its duties, and that all vacancies among the lower classes, such as
Burkundazes, Chuprassies, Peadahs, &c., be invariably supplied by the
appointment of Natives, till at least one-half on all the establishments shall
be people of Nagpore.

138. Great firmness on the part of the European Officers will be ne-
cessary in meeting the complaints and remonstrances with which they
will be assailed—Especially, they will be told, that a knowledge of the
Persian character is absolutely necessary to enable a person to transact
the business of the Office, butif seven or eight persous were at once
assured, that on vacancies occurring, they should he appointed if they
would qualify themselves, the Persian character would soon be learned.
I hesitate to recommed, that Nagree should take the place of the Per-
sten character. Major Wilkinson, after much consideration, preferred the
Persian to the Nagree character, and we could not change without largely
increasing the establishments in all Departments.

SCHOOLS.

139. Though an English Government School has been established
for some years, it has done nothing towards the education of the people
of the Province. The number borne on the books is 44, and the
attendance in the last quarter of last year averaged 24. There are
but two, whose families are connected with the land of Nagpore. The
German Missionaries, established at Rainchee, have better success. For
many years the prejudice against them was very strong, but they have
now quite overcome it, and their Schools are full. The children are those
of the lower orders,

140. Tt is hoped, that the introduction of Hindee in the Government
School will have a good effect. Tt was first allowed in September 1853,
and the number on the roll quickly increased from 27 to 44,

141. T have elsewhere mentioned, that the Government Offices are
almost exclusively filled by Foreigners, and have proposed, that for the
future any Officer recommending that a vacant office shall be filled by
a Foreigner, shall state that he has endeavoured in vain to obtain the
services of a Native of the Province qualified to discharge its duties.
I expect that when the Natives of the Province shall feel assured, that
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[ 4
if qualified, they will be preferred to Foreignérs, they will not be back-
ward in qualifying themselves, for they all speak the language of the
Courts, and have but to make themselves acquainted with the Pgrsi:'gn
character. ' . «
142, There are no Government Vernacular Schools in Chota Nag-
pore, and notwithstanding the success which has lately attended the
German Missionary Schools, I do not think Government Schools would
meet with muoh, if any, success, but it is a mistake to say, that there
is no inclination any where to learn. I believe if School-books were
provided gratuitously for the use of the children of the agricultural
classes, whenever fifteen or twenty could be brought together to learn, a
few Schools might be formed, and it certainly is very desirable that an
effort should be made among the Danga Coles. They hold the lands of a
. beautiful Province ; they are notorious for industry, honesty, enterprize,
and a most fortunate freedom from the many prejudices which enslave
the people of the Plains ; and though the lower classes are inferior to
Bengalees in shrewdness and intelligence, there are doubtless many
hundreds of youths of the middle classes, not less gifted by Nature -
than the Moonsiff of Lohardugga, who require only the opportunity to
become useful servants.

* * ¥ * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * *
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MEMORANDUM
OF
PROPOSALS CONTAINED INTHIS REPORT

PArs. 6. That the Tehseeldar of Oodeypoor be empowered to try °
cases of abusive language, trivial assault and affray, with the powers of an
Assistant under Regulation IX. of 1807.

8. That the Manager of Sirgoojah be empowered in the same manner
to dispose of trifling cases.

9. That the establishment of the Assistant at Kornda be increased,
- that at present allowed being insufficient to enable him to perform the
duties of his Office.

17. That Mr. Thompson, the Assistant stationed at Kornda, be direct-
ed to make inquiries during the ensuing cold season, and supply the
omissions in Mr. Ryan’s Report on the Zemindary of Oodeypoor.

(Signed) ~ HENRY RICKETTS.



SUB-DIVISION OF KORND A.

THae Sus-DivisioN orF KorxpaA.

THE Sub-Division of Kornda was established only in 1853.

2. The Officer stationed there has jurisdiction over the estates of
Oodeypoor escheated to Government, Palamow purchased by Govern-
ment, and Sirgoojah, a tributary Mehal, held under the Governor Gene-
ral’s Agent.

3. In the 5th para. of his letter of the 21st February, the Agent
recommended, that the Assistant should ordinarily exercise, subordinate.
to the Principal Assistant of Lohardugga, the full powers of a Magis-
trate, and corresponding powers in the Revenue Department: the pro-
posal was sanctioned.

4. In his letter to me of the 19th October, the Assistant in charge
of the Sub-Division stated, that Palamow had not then been made over
to him, and that Lall Bindasaree Persad, the Rajal’s younger brother,
hade the sole managemens of the Police, subject only to the supervision
of the Assistant, and, consequently, that, on that date, Qodeypoor only
was really subject to the entire management of his Office.

5. Having called for copy of the instructions issued to the Assistant,
I find, that on the 8th August, the Agent directed the Assistant to
exercise in Palamow the full powers of a Magistrate and Collector,
in subordination to the Principal Assistant of Lohardugga ; and on
the 10th February, the Governor General’'s Agent instructed him,
that in QOodeypoor, the entire Judicial, Revenue and Police duties
were under his charge ; that he would dispose of all Revenue and
Civil cases which might be brought before him; that in the Cri-
minal Department he would exercise the full powers of a Magistrate
of the Regulation Provinces, and refer to his (the Governor General’s
Agent’s) Court all cases which in a Regulation District would be com-
mitted to the Sessions ; that in heinous cases, likely to be committed
to the Agent’s Court, the depositions should be taken by the Assistant in
person, but that in petty cases, the depositions might be taken by the
Tehseeldar as heretofore ; that in all cases of crime or misdemeanour,
he should hear the defence of accused persons before passing sentence,

but that in petty cases of assault, &c., he might pass orders upon the
B
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record received from the Tehseeldar; that in forwarding cases for the
orders of the Agent’s Court, he should submit a brief statement of the
case and of the proofs adduced against the accused.

6. With reference to that part of these orders which says, Jhat in
petty cases of assault, &e, the Assistant may pass orders at once on the
record received from the Tehseeldar, I think it would be better to give
the Tehseeldar power to dispose of very trifling cases, with the powers of
an Assistant under Regulation IX. of 1807.

7. With respect to Sirgoojah, the Assistant was instructed, that in con-
formity with the practice of the Office, he would interfere as little as pos-
sible, with the internal management of the Mehal ; that in cases referred by
the Manager, within the competence of a Magistrate, he would pass
final orders and submit to the Agent such cases as in the Regulation
Provinces would be committed for trial to the Sessions.

8. In cases within his own competency, Mr. Thompson was instructed,
that it was not necessary for him to require the attendanmce of the
witnesses at Kornda ; that the evidence taken by the Sirgoojah Manager
would suffice, provided there was not reason to doubt its genuineness,
but he was at liberty to summon and examine the witnesses in any
case whenever he considered it necessary. As in the case of Oodeypoor,
instead of the Assistant passing orders in trivial cases on the strength
of depositions taken by the Manager, I think it would be far safer,
and better, in every respect, to give the Manager power to dispose of
trifling cases with an appeal to the Assistant; as a Native, who would
not hesitate to cook a case to be disposed of by the Assistant, would
hesitate to cook a case to be disposed of by, himself.

9. With these alterations, I approve of the instructions issued
to the Assistant, but it appears to me, that the establishment he is
allowed, is not sufficient to enable him to conduct his duties with any
efficiency. I would increase it to Rupees 174, which will enable the
Assistant to entertain six efficient men; without sach an establish-
ment, he will be unable to perform the duties expected from him, I
must, here remark, that it is the very worst economy to employ an expen-
give official, and to stint him in establishment. It is an economy univer-
gally prevalent, especially with reference to all our Native Judges, Deputy
Collectors and Deputy Magistrates. Often times, 2 Mohurir at Rupees
10 per mensem is saved, at the cost of three days’ pay of the master at
Rupees 10 per diem. I now propose to increase the Assistant’s establish-

(3)

ment allowance by Rupees 50 per mensem, which will enable him to do
justice to his appointmept, and to himself.
» N -
s OODEYPOOR.

10. In para. 13 of his letter of the 27th May last, Mr. Crawford
makes mention of the satisfactory Report on Oodeypoor, prepared by Mr,
Rya.n, Junior Assistant, but I find little in that Report. It gives no infor-
mation whatever as to the resources of Oodeypoor. The Revenue yielded
is Rupees 1,773-2-0. There are twelve Tlakadars or Zemindars, who have
held the lands in their possession for several generations: fr;)m time to
time increase has been imposed on them. In 1847, the late Agent
Colonel Ouseley, gave them and the Goomteas who hold the Kﬁalsai
]fmds, leases for one year, under which they have held up to the present
time, paying year by year the amount then imposed, with the exception
of four, whose payments were, to a trifling extent, increased. Mr. Ryan
remarks, “that the tabular statements will show that the Zemindars
“ pay much less revenue in proportion to the number of villages and
“ land, than the Goomteas of Khalsa villages.” The Statements ccertainl
show, that on an average the Zemindars pay about Rupees S per Villatre:Y
while the Goomteas pay Rupees 11, and in all probability the assessmentaog
the Zemindars is considerably less than that paid by the Goomteas; but
the statement makes no mention of land, and for any thing to the’ con-
trary to be learned from the statement, it may be that the Z:mindars are
ﬁflly assessed, for, in the absence of all information as to the size of tile
villages, it can only be guessed, that as usual, the Goomteas pay the most
Mr. Ryan suggests that the estate should be newly assessed, but he offers ;)(;
suggestionsas to the principles on which the new assessment should be made

11.. He proposes that the Zemindars should be called upon tc;
fur.msh a Report of their male heirs: that in the event of a proprietor
dying without direct male heirs, the Zemindary should lapse to G?)vern-
ment, and be farmed to Goomteas, as he feels convinced, that it would
tend greatly to promote the welfare of the people, incre’rxse the revenue
and be of much benefit to the estate. As it appears the Govcrnmeniﬁ
poss.es.s the right of imposing any assessment that may be considered
fit, it is of little consequence who is the Zemindar ; however, the recistr
proposed will, in the event of a lapse, enable the Government torirjnak.z
sucl} arrangement as may be considered best, entirely unfettered ; and s
far it is a desirable measure. e
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12, The soil is particularly good, nevertheless there is much jungle.
Mr. Ryan proposes, that land should be given rent-free for five years,
and assessed on the expiration of that period; but he does ot say at
what rate, or with reference to what staudard he would assess it.

13. Iron is procurable in all parts of the country, but unless of a
most superior description, it never will be of any value in these remote
parts, until the stock nearer to water communication shall have been ex-
hausted. Tusser 1s procured, but, as yet, has been but little sought for.
The demand for tusser is daily increasing, and doubtless that of Oodeypoor,
when the roads proposed shall have been opened, will soon be in demand.

14 Rice is the staple, though but little is exported. The oil-seeds
common in all parts of these Districts are produced, but little rubbee.

15. The Police establishment consists of one Mohurir, five Burkun-
dazes, forty-two Goraits, and fifty-seven Kotenars. The duty of Goraits
15 to afford protection to the person and property of the inhabitants, to
assist travellers, and to attend at the Thannah when wanted. The duty
of the Kotenars is precisely the same, only they have not to attend at
the Thannah.

16. This Report can afford but very little assistance towardsa new set-
tlement for a term of years. Mr. Thompson, the Assistant now in charge of
Oodeypoor as part of the Kornda Division, will derive no more informa-
tion from this Report than he might obtain from a few hours’ conversa-
tion with any old intelligent inhabitant of the Zemindary, and an
abstract of the old rent-roll of the estate.

17. Before sanctioning a lease for a term of years, the Government
will of course expect to learn something of the resources of the estate,
and to have information before them as to the advisability of allowing
these twelve Zemindars to continue in possession of their * Ilakas” at the
rents they now pay, or of making inquiries into the amount of rents they
receive and the imposition of increased demands on them. It is necessary
also that the condition and resources of the Goomtea villages should.be
ascertained, and the system of rent inquired into and reported. I recom-
mend that Mr. Thompson, the Assistant now in charge of Qodeypoor, be
directed to supply all these omissions in Mr. Ryan’s Report after inquiries
during the ensuing cold season.

18. As I have already, in my Report on Chota Nagpore, entered fully
into the question of the settlement of Palamow, no further mention of
that Pergunnah is necessary in this place.
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MEMORANDUM
™
M OF

~i’ROPOSALS CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT.

ParA. 11 That if it be desired to drive out the Goruckpooree
pice, now current in Hazareebaugh and the neighbouring Districts, pies,
twelve to an anna, be issued, worth, within a small percentage, the intrin-
sic value of the Copper.

18. That the process for the recovery of arrears of revenue (sales
not being allowed) should be embodied in a few concise Rules.

19. That if Butwaras are not to be allowed, the Orders of Govern-
ment be obtained suspending the Butwara law.

90. That the Governor General's Agent be directed to inquire and
report which of the Registers prescribed by the Board of Revenue are
not suitable to the state of things in his Division, and when on Circuit
to see that those declared to be suitable are regularly kept up.
© 87. That the Governor Generals Agent be directed to send for and
revise the proceedings connected with the settlement of nineteen re-
sumed Mehals, which have been settled with those who caused the
resumption proceedings, or farmers.

41. That the attached Mehal Kungalee should be settled under Re-
gulation VIL of 1822,

45. That Mehal Gowa should be settled in the same manner.

48. That Mehals Kurdama and Bugreedee be settled in the same
mancer.

49 and 50. That the local Officers should systematically conform to

the printed Settlement Rules, unless from local peculiarities they are
found to be unsuitable.

78. That the Orders of Government, dated the 18th October 1834,
he modified, and Mehals be sold in execution of decrees of Court, unless
sale be suspended by order of the Government.

79. That it be declared that the Orders of the 13th October 1834
had no reference to under-tenures of any description, and that applica-
tions for the sale of such holdings be disposed of on their merits without
any reference to the orders aforesaid. )

va 2
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8+ Repeats the recommendation that the Abkaree Department of
Hazar‘eebaugh be for a time made over to Baboo Kalee Doss Paulit, late
Superintendent of Abkaree, now Deputy Collector in Manbhoor . ’
91.. .Repeats the recommendation that the arrangement under which
a Principal S}tdder Ameen is located at Golah be superseded, and if that
recommendation be not approved, recommends that a defined jurisdiction
.be .seF a.part for the Principal Sudder Ameen, instead of his havine
Jurisdiction common with the Principal Assistant over the whole Di"trict?
0 ; D .
.9d. Repeats the recommendation that Moonsiffs should be invested
with the powers of Assistant under Regulation IX. of 1807
96. Repeats the recommendation that inci .
¢ h at the Principal Sudd
should be removed from Golah. pe udder dmeen

99.  Recommends that if the Principal Sudder Ameen is to remain
at Golah, his jurisdiction should be limited and defined

111. Repeats the recommendation that the ol

. lon that the establishment al
for Moonsiffs’ Offices be increased. iowance
112, Proposes that the Moousiffs of Chittr.
a a and Kurrukd
shortly be pensioned. e should

113.. ’-l‘hat all miscellaneous and summary appeals from the orders of
the Principal Assistant may be heard by the Deputy Commissioner.

123.  That the attention of the Agent be directed to the state c;f th
Police. :

127. That the pay of the Police, for which the Rajah of Rameurh is
af1swerable, ShOl.lld be paid by the Rajah into the Treasury inszead of
direct to the Police Officers, and that the Police Officers should be re-
gularly paid by the Assistant,

128. That the Police Reports furnished by the Principal Assistant
should be confined to a precis of the most heinous cases and general re-
marks on the state of the Police. ©

131.  That inquiries should be followed up respecting the nature of the
engagements of the Rajah of Ramgurh to keep up an efficient Police. and
measures for its improvement be taken with r ’

. - eference to
o the result of the
138. That the Kutcherry-house of the Princi i
rincipal Assista,
and a treasure-room built. ! b enlaged

139.  That a separate guard-house of mud be erected, or the buildine
ngar the Kutcherry, now used as a record-room, repaired and made avaif—
able as a guard-room.

(v )

141. That the house, which forms part of the Government godown, be
allotted to the Moonsiff pnd Principal Sudder Ameen for a Kutcherry,
till r'equfﬂied for some other purpose. '

142, That when thatched buildings are erected without windows,
the roofs be always raised from the walls for the sake of light and venti-

lation.
144, That in future, before Deputy Magistrates are appointed, office

room be provided for them.

147. That for the present no more prisoners than forty-eight should
be employed on the roads of Hazareebaugh, that all the rest should be
employed on the wall to be built round the Agency Jail.

149. That all prisoners sentenced to above six months’ imprisonment,

be sent to the great Jail, and only those sentenced to six months and
less than six months, insane persons, and women, be kept in the District

Jail.
154. That a wall be built round the Agency Jail.

155. That the plan of turning the Barracks into work-shops for pri-
<oners be abandoned, and suitable work-shops erected in a more con-
venient situation.

156. That every man in the J

made a blacksmith.
160. That if Mr. Gill, the jailor, does not learn enough of Hindoos-

ail, who knows no trade, should be

tanee to make himself understood, he be removed.
161. That the system of locking-up Burkundauzes at night, with

the prisoners, be strictly prohibited.

162. That suitable accommodation in the Jail for females be provided.

164 That the Jail be made large enough to hold 1,400 prisoners, and
all the work-shops built inside the wall. ‘

166. 'That all the fetters, pick-axes, spades, &c., required in Bengal,
be made at Hazarcebaugh, and that Mr. Thurl, the Deputy Jailor, be
sent to Caleutta to learn the art of working up iron.

171. That one of the writers in the Office of the Principal Assistant,
should devote five days in each month to the preparation of the Returns

furnished by the Assistant Surgeon. ’
172. That if Dressers are allowed in other Jail Hospitals, they may

be allowed in the Hazareebaugh Jails.
175. That the floors of all the wards should be bricked. R
177. That the Sepoy Hospital be removed outside the Jail
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180. That another Writer, on Ru
\ pees 20 per mensem, be ¢ i
the Office of the Principal Assistant. ! v bo sllowed i

183. That 2 Chuprassees and 17 Burku :
ndauzes b 2

second Kalassee allowed. > b reduesd

15?5. That instead of expending Rupees 1,000 per annum.on the
G?v1r?<1pore road, Rupees 5,000 should be immediately expended in
brld?ﬂmg the worst places on the road, and for five years, no furth
repairs than smoothing allowed. ’ e

198. That the. Kutcherry at Govindpore, instead of being one large
room, should be divided so as to provide rooms for records, &c g

209. '_.[‘i.lat the Officers of the new Police should be authorized to
bold inquiries, when crimes are committed on the road.

202. That the Diew: i .
the road. e Digwars belonging to the old Police be removed from

207. That a new Police Station be establi
< ablished betw
and Rungamuttee to be relieved every third day. veen Huddoopore

208. That a well be made at Muddoopore
209. That a well should be sunk at Govi .
hat a at Govindpore and th

deepened, it being nearly dry, when seen in Ma};ch. ? lnge tank

210. That the parapets of the road, where much raised near bridges
should be made of stone without cement, except the top layer, as %h’
mud parapets are always washed away in the rains. T ’

212. That a map of the road be lithogra
for the use of travellers. -

215. That cheap element _ ..
lage Sehools p ntary School-books be distributed to the Vil-

, and a
&

phed and sold at a cheap rate

220. That the information i
. D procured respecting the iron of H -
baugh, be communicated to the Railway Officers. o

(Signed) HENRY RICKETTS.

K HAZARELBAUGH.

GENERAL

I'HE area of the Hazareebaugh District is estimated to be 12,444*
square miles, containing a population of 667,585 souls, being on an
average 53 to a square mile. Though parts of the District are in
a high state of cultivation, one may still travel a whole day’s journey
in several directions, without seeing a habitation, or a beegah of cleared
land, except at the places where travellers usually halt.

9 More than half the District is held by the Rajah of Ramgurh.
He pays a jumma of Rupees 28,023-4-1; his estimated rental is Rupees
942 965-2-0. There are but four other Zemindars, who pay above Rupees
1,000 land revenue. ‘

3. The District may be said to be composed of the Ramgurh
Estate.—

The great Pergunnah of Kurrukdeea, held by Ghatwals and others,
at little more than a pepper-corn rent.—

Pergunnah Kendy, attached in consequence of the Rajah’s encum-
brances, with no hope of ever being released.—

Koonda, held Lakhra).— R

Kudorina, confiscated for felony.—

Bagreedee, ditto ditto.—
4. The Rajah of Ramgurh and the Tikait of Salgorah have learned

to reac Hindoostanee in the Persian character ; the other proprietors are
all ignorant and illiterate, quite wanting in all useful knowledge, and
improvident and bad landlords.

5. There are no European Zemindars ; Mr. Inman and Mr. Mackenzie
have since 1849 been working a coal mine in Pergunnah Kurrukdeea
to the North of Hazareebaugh, but the great distance of the mine from
water carriage renders the success of the enterprize doubtful. Mr.
Mackenzie has also endeavoured to work a copper mine in the same
locality, but hitherto has made but little progress. ‘

* This is the estimate of the Principal Assistant ; the latest maps make the arca less by
about 1,500 miles, and the cstimated avea of all the Thanuas, added together, is less
by 2,000 miles. '

. D
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6. No indigo is grown; sugar-cane and cotton are cultivated in
small quantities in scattered localities; a little safflower and turmeric
are produced ; oil-sceds and cotton are exported to the Eastwvard, and
a considerable quantity of rice and ghee is sent to Behar.

7. Ironis found in several parts, and is exported on bullocks toall the
Districts round Shahabad, Gya, Tirhoot, &c.  Very good coal is procured
in several places, but though it is superior to the Burdwan coal, the
difficulties connected with transport have hitherto limited its consumption
to within a few miles of the places where it is found.

8. Antimony mines at Sidpore, twelve or fourteen miles from Chittra,
were worked for some years by Europeans half a century ago, but were
abandoned ; lead also is found, and mica, and rock crystal.

9. In aletter dated the 29th October last, the Principal Assistant, in
answer to a call from the Accountant, explained the state of the copper
currency in this District. He reported, that the Government copper pice
are not generally current, but a rude native coinage, called Goruckpooree
pice, of which from eighty to eighty-eight are exchanged for a Rupee;
that of the whole copper currency of the District, one-eighth may be
Government piceand seven-eighths these Goruckpooree pice ; that in the
large Bazars Government pice are usually procurable at the standard of
sixty-four for a Rupee. The Principal Assistant represented, that the
cause of these Goruckpooree pice being preferred to the Government pice
was that the Government pice were § less fractional,” and therefore not so
well adapted to the wants of the people. Captain Simpson informed.the
Accountant, that the Goruckpooree pice were introduced from the Behar
Districts by traders, and that he saw no means by which the Govern-
ment pice could be introduced in supersession of the Goruckpooree pice,
except by a Government copper coinage as fractional as the Goruckpooree
pice and having a similar weight of metal. He further stated, that he
was informed the pice were brought into the Behar Districts from Mir-
zapore, Goruckpore, and Butwal, in the Terraee of Nepal.

10. I found, on actual experiment, that of the Goruckpooree pice
eighty-three weighed a seer, the current exchange being eighty-four for a
Rupee, while sixty-four Government pice weighed one pice less than
seven chittacks, or less than one-half. The Goruckpooree pice are merely

-square lumps of copper, with no device or inscription whatever, but a
Native, when he has his eighty-four Goruckpooree pice, feels that he has
the worth of a Rupee in his possession, whereas the intrinsic value of the

¢ 3)

sixty-four pice, weighing one pice less than seven cl}ittacks, being some-
thing less than half a,Rupee, he has no faith in the exchangeable
value of Nis copper, and he has some reason for his douhts.' In many
parts‘ the Bunyas insist on ignoring the inscription, and will have no
dealings without using the scales.

11. By all accounts, the people of these parts are much attached .to
these copper lumps, and except in the few considerable Bazars, t-hey.m'll
take nothing else. A copper currency of pies,* equal to the intrinsic
value of the copper within a small percentage, might drive away t?le
Goruckpooree currency, but heavy penalties only would prevent its
circulation till such a substitute be provided.

* * * *

< *

Laxp REVENUE.

13. On the fixed Towjee there are eighty-eight Estates, paying
Rupees 52,479-11-4 land revenue fixed in perpetuity, and on the fluctuat-
ing Towjee fifty-three Mehals, paying Rupees 2,044-6-0, so that the whole
land revenue of the District, containing 12,000 square miles, is only
Rupees 54,524-1-9, of which Rupees 28,023-4-10 is paid by one Zemin-
dar, the Rajah of Ramgurh.

14. The Summary Suitsinstituted between 1848-49 and 1852-53,

numbered, 480
Execution of decree cases, ... ceieee 226
Miscellaneous, 716

’
1,422

being an average per year of 355. The work in the Revenue Depart-
ment is light, considering the immense extent of the District and the
number of the inhabitants.

15. The Rajah of Ramgurh holds his Territory at a very light jum-
ma fixed in perpetuity. A large portion of the estate is held by Jagheer-
dars, who pay him a very moderate rent, so that, for the most part, rents
are easily collected, without the necessity of application to the Courts.

16. Tt appearing that sales for arrears of revenue were considered
as prohibited, and that on an arrear accruing, the first process was a

* Twelve to an anna.



¢ 4+ )

dustuck, and that if the dustuck was unsuccessful, the personal propert,

of the defaulter was attached and sold, I inquired from the Princi aﬁ
Assistant, whether there were any orders of thov Government, er of fhe
Governor General's Agent prescribing this mode of realizix,]: grrears
how many dustucks had been issued in the years 1852 and 10853 howj
many attachments had been ordered, and in how many cases thej per-
sonals had been actually sold.

17. The Assistant reports, that the custom of issuing dustucks for the
realization of land revenue has existed since 1834, when it was intro-
fiuced by the Principal Assistant, Mr. Davidson ; that a list of defaulters
is brought forward once a month and dustucks issued ; that no orders of
the Agent or the Government are forthcoming ; and that it is probable
such may not exist. In the two years, 1852 and 1853, 408 dustucks
were 1ssued. In 400 cases, the arrear was recovered either immediately
or within a limited period. In eight cases, orders for the attachment of
personal property issued, but it was not found necessary in any
case actually to proceed to sale.

18.  Although as regards the majority of the Mechals of this Dis-
trict, there is no good reason why they should be exempted from
the stringent process usual elsewhere, viz., immediate sale should the
arrear not be liquidated, nevertheless, as the revenue appears to be
c?llected without loss, and all are so strongly opposed to the introduc-
tion of sales, I will not, merely with a view to uniformity of practice re-
c?mmend a change, but the process to be observed should be carefull
digested, embodied in a few concise Rules, and submitted for the }i
val of the Government. PR

19. The Assistant, in answer to my inquiries, reported that three .

But\?’ara cases had been brought forward in the Revenue Department
of his Office during the last ten years; that all were disallowed and
struck off the file ; and that in fact, since the formation of the Atrencyl no
Butwara has been carried into effect ; and that the Agent had :xpre;sed
an opinion, that Ghatwalee Mehals could not be subjected to Butwara
‘I am 1o advocate for increasing Butwaras more than is avoidable bui;
if in cases not coming under Regulation X. of 1800, Butwara is not ’to be
allowed, the orders of the Government to that effect should be ob-
tained.

20. I found that the Registers prescribed by the Orders of the Board
of Revenue ha}d not been kept up as regularly as they might have been.

«5)

Several are mnot applicable to the state of affairs in these Districts, but
those applicable, and culc%ulatod to be useful, should be carefully prepared.
The Registers have lately been revised by the Board, and detailed Orders
issued respecting their preparation. The Governor General’s Agent
should be directed to report which Registers are not in his opinion suited
to the circumstances of the Agency, and, when on circuit, should see
that those which may be declared suitable are not neglected.

91. There are no cases under Regulation V. of 1812 in the Collector’s
Office, but it having come to my notice that cases for the sale of attach-
ed property were admitted by the Moonsiffs, T called for explanation.
The reply I received was on these terms :—“ It appears the Moonsiffs of
« this Division had always been entrusted with cases of attachment un-
« der the provisions of Regulation V. of 1812, and which are brought
«forward on the principle set forth in Regulation XVIL of 1793.
« The Moonsiffs appear to have been entrusted with such attachment cases
“ gince prior to the abolition of Zillah Ramgurh and proceeded in
« the same manner on the first formation of the Agency, but
“no special orders for their doing so are to be found in this Office,
“ and may not exist. At first the mode of procedure after attach-
« ment was for the defaulter to obtaina certificate of attachment from the
« Moonsiff and present it to the Principal Assistant in the Revenue branch
« of his Office, when the casc was investigated and disposed of under the

« provisions of Regulation V. of 1812. Since 1841, the Moonsiffs were
« instructed to receive cases for replevin under the provisions of Regulation
« VIIL of 1831 in the Civil Court and on Stamp paper of the ordinary
“ value.”

At the same time, the Principal Assistant sent a statement, showing
that in 1852 and 1833, 597 attachment cases were disposed of by the

Moonsiffs as follows :—
5 decided in favor of plaintiff and property sold.
85 security filed and suit instituted in Court.
235 struck off on Razeenama or receipts filed.
156 struck off on default.
114 still pending at the end of 1853. .
99, On further inquiry it appeared, that on the 13th May 1841,
the existing system was introduced by order of the Principal Assis-
tant, who directed, that in future no cases should be admitted under Re-
gulation V. of 1812, in the Revenue Department, but that ryots whose
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property was attached after having given security, might sue, paying
for the Stamp dues in the Moonsiff's Court under Regulation VIIL of
1831.  In practice the procedure is as follows :— -

23.  The party claiming the arrear does not attach and apply ,to the
Moonsiff to have the attached property sold ; the attachment is ordered by
the Moonsiff, who issues a notice of from seven to fifteen days, calling on the
defaulter to pay the arrear claimed, or furnish security to contest the
claim in the Civil Court. If the defaulter attends and gives security,
the attached property is not released but given in charge to the surety,
and the defaulter is allowed fifteen days, in which to institute his suit on
quarter Stamp paper in the Civil Court. If the suit is not filed within
the time allowed, the property is sold, and the security must produce it,
or is held answerable for the amount. In the Office of the Moonsiff
of Hazareebaugh, on a party claiming an arrear and praying for attach-
ment, a preliminary inquiry is made into the correctness of the claim
by an examination of witnesses, whom the party is directed to pro-
duce. These depositions are recorded, then the order for attachment
issues.

24, If security is not furnished, or if security is furnished and a suit
not instituted within the time allowed, the attached property is sold.

25.  This account of the proceedings is furnished by the Assistant.

26. It is clear, that in thus shutting the Summary Court against the
ryots, the Assistant exceeded his powers. He should have reported to the
Governor General’s Agent, that he was of opinion, investigation by the
Moonsiff in a regular suit was preferable to summary investigation in the
Revenue Department. The Agent, if he agreed with him, might have re-
commended to the Government the adoption of the Assistant’s plan, and
the Government, by virtue of the power vested in the Executive by Regu-
lation XIII. of 1833, might have authorized the innovation, but no other
authority could suspend the law, and the under-holders have, for thirteen
years, been deprived of the summary redress ag
ment to which by law they are entitled,

27. Many are of opinion, that to abolish the summary jurisdiction of
the Revenue Department,

ainst a wrongful attach-

and to have all claims for arrears of rent intro-
duced as regular suits in the Moonsiffs Court, would be a judicious re-
form, but under the local reform introduced in Hazareebaugh, the poorer
party is driven into the Civil Court. A ryot who cannot afford to pay the
Stamp fee has no redress against attachment, however wrongful it may be.

€7)

98, I have before remarked, that the control o.f the Aﬁizzzzs ;?;
been as intimate and immediate as %t shouldvbe. 'f{hls unauth
llegal sysfem should not have remamfzd 50 long'un ;1(1)\“1. dreaty recon

93. . The remedy I would apply is that which 1’mme oy o
mended in reporting on Chota l\flagl?olre.th I \v:;: (r)r;q;e 1\)1:; u(;y .
siffs, in all Departments, veste .Wl%l . e p \ o
A Moonsiff might admit these smts mstltutsei ‘;):Ill :l }:; pasru e
aninszgli;attl(r)lrdsert(])f{:;Tlt:tsit;na‘;?z};nl)glllgq. aTheir deci}srion; would of;) cz)t;rrste
N inci i in the Revenue Depart-
. SubéeCt FO %pé)::l t;flfilzltii:‘lg(l)izlif Stizti?i?sting system will be, that
me’? t 11I111 i})tas admitt.ed on an eight-anna Stamp, instead of quartfar the full
SSTuSn‘I‘) fee, and will be tried summarily, insteftd of as regula‘r 3}11tsl. i

4 0. On the 31st July 1848, the Agent dlre(fted the P}'lnClp& d» f;)r‘
an? .to attach the whole of Gadee Latakee in Kurrukdeea, an

formation a copy of his letter to the Government. The

parded for 1 a female could not hold a

he grounds, that
attachment was made on the g | L
rgwr:lee The estate had passed, by a sale for arrears in 1804, out:b Zifn“ z
hl Vds. of the original Tikaites, and the heir of the purchaser g
an o
female, the Agent ruled that she could not su;ceid. b Febraary 1559
ale, ) |
Government, dated the 5th
81. The Orders of the . . 158,
directed that a settlement should be concluded with the heiress o
er at a light jumma for ten years. o ‘ N
pu.‘r;’has()n the 105th May 1850, the Commissioner instructed fthe Assist
:—l. 12 es-
i i 1 eceived from Government atter corr
ant, in conformity with orders rec -
o lence with the Board of Revenue, to call upon Mussumut Ameeroo
POTXC

o . o
the claimant of the tenure, to consent to pay an increased jumm

Nissa, and if she refused, to institute

in i hatwal service,
to Government in lieu of G : |
§ mption suit against her ; the notice was to be for one month 1
) r;;u I()) the SOt}T October 1850, the Agent told the Assistant, that her
. On the . _
offer to pay Rupees 200 more than the former jumma could. IlO.tt ble ) zlcd
cepted, but that if she would pay Rupees 2,100 in perpetuity, 1t sh
ended for approval. . . -
bef;fcoxglrrxl the 30th April 1851, the Agent directed the As:tst:u;t to ;eh
. i wvha
port what revenue was then actually paid by the Gadee, and under
ancement it was demanded. )
T on he 23rd September 1851, the Board ruled, that the nego
e ar suit for resmmption

o~
05,

i 1 i regul
tiation with the claimant having failed, a reg
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must be instituted, and any collections made in excess of the former
jumma returned. .

36. It appears, on inquiry, that the case was only brought on the
file of resumption cases on the 21st July 1852 ; a reply has been ﬁle’d on
the part of the defendant, but no proofs have been produced, and up to
this time, the case is still pending. No reason is assigned why a year
was allowed to elapse before bringing the case on the file, or why nearly
two years have been allowed to pass without any step having been made
towards a final adjudication.

37.  Observing from the Refurns received, that many resumed Mehals
had been settled on temporary leases with the owners, or let to farmers,
I called for explanation why the owners had been excluded. The
Assistant reported, that in thirty-four cases the settlement of resumed
Mehals appeared to have been made with the former proprietors or
persons actually in possession at the time of resumption ; that in nineteen
cases the settlement had been made with Ticcadars or the parties who,
as informants, caused the institution of the resumption suits ; that in
sixteen of those cases the proprietors failed to apply or bring forward
any claim to settlement ; that no permanent settlement had been made
in consequence of the uncultivated state of the Mehals resumed, and that
the Governor General’s Agent had, on one occasion, declared that he had
no authority to allow a permanent settlement. I recommend that the
Governor General’s Agent should be directed to call for and revise the
proceedings connected with these settlements, and to cause the restora-
tion to possession of the parties who were in possession when the resump-
tion suits were instituted, if they were not formally and legally dis-
possessed, and if restoration is feasible without injustice to those now
under engagements.

38.  No attempt has been made to carry out the Board’s Orders and
plan for the arrangement and registry of the records, and without assist-
ance and further Office accommodation, it might have been difficult to
effect the system of arrangement prescribed. I found the papers metho-
dically arranged.

39 The Deposit Accounts have been revised under the Board’s Orders,
and out of Rupees 71,495-4-3, no less than Rupees 67,258-7-11 will be
transferred to “Land Revenue.” Thisis the revenue of attached and con-
fiscated estates. It should not have been held in deposit at all, but

credited at once under the head of “ Land Revenue.” It has been intimated
t

(9)

to the Assistant, that the new jumma of these Mehals slllould be brought
on the Towjee forthwith. It is desirable that the attention of the Agent
should be directed to this subject, lest it be lost sight of.

40 df)sewing in the list of estates two attached anq two confiscated
Mehals? I called for all the papers connected with them, in order to learn
the system of management pursued in such cases. .

41. On the 19th July 1848, the Governor General’s Agent directed

that this Mehal should be attached, on the ground

Kungaleo—Attached. that it was a Ghatwallee Mehal, and had bee.n
improperly alienated by its possessor, who had no right to disp(?se of , hlt.

Attachment was ordered by means of the Darogah of Police, w o%

having carried the orders into execution, reported the attac}m}ieixt 0

5,952 beegahs of land assessed at Rupees 1,909-11-9.. The 3 fe 1:; Waf

subsequently leased to five parties for five years, at a jumma o upleeb

970 per annum. The term has expired, and no further settlement 151’5

been made, so that at this time no one is answerable for. the year’s
revenue. Orders have been issued to the Darogah to ascertain the exact

amount of Mofussil rental. . o .

42 I disapprove of such attachments and investigations bfemg. con-
ducted by means of Darogahs of Police, who }%ave full occ':upa%tlon in Fh.(;
Department to which they belong. As four suits are pendmg. in the .C1v1
Court for the reversal of the attachment, it is not worth Whllf} to incur
the expense of a settlement, till those suits shall have been disposed of.
In the event of the attachment being confirmed, the Mehal may be mea-
sured and assessed, in conformity with the rules of settlement prescribed

1 ovinces.

forfig.le %Zg‘;}lsl’;’);]?; une 1847, the orders of the Governn.lent having

been received for the attachment of this Mehal, an

Gowe: order was issued to the Darogah of Police to make
the attachment, and at the same time an Ameen was appoint'ed. I}i:
does not appear to have been determined what part of the dutlﬁ?S eacd

was to perform. On the 6th and 16th July 1847, the Agent. directe
that the whole should be measured and the assets a§certamed. Ig
August 1847, a jumma-bundee was submitted, amounting to Rupees
9.090-8-2, but no measurement was made. On the 4th May -1'848, f\
s;attlement, by which the jumma assessed amounted to Rupees 10,552-3-5,
was submitted for the approval of the Agent, who confirmed the settle-

ment for five years.
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4+. Rohu Sing having sued the Government, and obtained a decree
for possession, the Orders of the Government, dated the 26th Januar
1853, directed that a scttlement should be made with him at Jair r"«.ltey
The Principal Assistant, on receiving-these orders, reported to the ,A::en:'
that as he had the jumma-bundee of the villages of the estate for :ev :
.ral years, there could be little difficulty in immediately carrying t}i;
1nst1"uctions into effect. The Agent replied, that as it a ‘eflrbed a
detailed settlement could not conveniently be immediatgl);) ‘madei
atemporary scttlement for one year, or for such loncer period as mirrht’
prove to be expedient, should he com pleted. i i
45, ' A temporary settlement was accordingly made for two vears, and
the 'PrmmpaLAssistant, in his letter nf the lulth March desvired ;o be
ﬁ.urnl.shed with instructions as to the course to be p\ll‘Sl;ed on the ex-
prration of the Jease. 1 recommend that the Estate should be mc'xsure;d
and assessed in conformity with the Settlement Rules prevalent (in the
Re.gul'ati(m Provinces. I observe, that in the temporary settlement, th
Principal Assistant provides four Digwars to protect the Trunk I’{oatfl3
at an expen;e of 1Rupees 144 per annum. These Officers are no loncer
necessary ; they should be dismiss i
jummargf b f\[ehal. 1smissed, and the Rupees 144 added to the
46.  These Mehals were attached on the 13th September 1840, in
grjié‘éﬁ"“n“ and Bur- .con]seqlfence of the owner having been conceljned
‘ m dacoity, and on the 26th March
fiscation was confirmed by the Government. The attaclmzeiftg’wzls]erncz?; -
by the Darogah of Police, who reported the Mofussil rental to be
Rupees 3,288-10-0. On the strength of the Darogal’s papers, tl :
estate was farmed for one year, then for three years ?or ﬁv? l'eftr; fle
one year, and then for three years to the end of 126;2. The uymcm ’ hor
increased from Rupees 3,904-6-1 to Rupees 4,485-12-0. : o
:L?'.. I find, that on the 30th March 1830, the Agent informed the
frmmpal Assistant, that “no data had yet been gaiZed on which the
) S(ittlement for a term of years, as recommended by him, can be effected
) mth'a proper regard to all interests concerned ; that it was his duty to,
) colleci.z such .data. on the spot in the next cold season, accordine to in-
structions with which he would be furnished ; and that in the me?mtime
“ the settlement, with all the lease-holders, should be renewed for a TEAr »
On the 16th May 1851, the Agent again wrote—* If the requis;te) d(at.a

“ be still wanting fo indi i
3 r a settlement, asindicated in my letter No. 91, dated-

()

« 30th March 1850, you will be so good as torenew the current settlements
« for the coming year 1259, and proceed in the cold season to collect on
“ the spqt detailed information on those points, in which it is essential to
“ the, stability and justice of an arrangement of longer duration.” In
the 5th paragraph of his letter of the 20th September 1851, addressed to
the Governor General’s Agent, the Principal Assistant wrote thus—« I
“ beg you will oblige me, by letting me know the nature of the data re-
“ ferred to in your letter No. 146, of the 6th May last : the instructions
¢ referred to, in the concluding part of the Ist paragraph of your setter No.
« 90, of the 30th March 1850, were not, I believe, subsequently received
“« by my officiating predecessor, and T will be much obliged by your
“ Jetting me know the nature of your wishes as to the dgta therein re-
« forred to.” These data have not been furnished, and apparently the
Principal Assistant has not been told what data were required.

48. There is no reason whatever why these Mehals should not be
measured and assessed, asthey would be, if situated in the Regulation
Provinces. 1 recommend, that the Governor General’s Agent be instruct-

_ ed to cause a settlement to be made in strict conformity with the printed

Rules, or to show cause why the Rules arenot suitable to the circum-
stances of the Mchal. The management of the Government property in
this Division should serve for the instruction and guidance of the Zemin-
dars in each district, whereas the authorities seem to have acted, as if
they supposed, that because the management of the rude Zemindars of
the District was rude, therefore rude management must be more suitable
than a digested and improved system.

49. T have given the details of those cases to show that the system is
loose and unbusiness-like, devoid of method or tule. There are very con-
cise and plain Rules for the conduct of settlements. The Assistant should
study these Rules, and make his settlement in conformity with them,
unless he should find the provisions unsuited to local peculiarities, in
which case he should represent the nature of the peculiarities to the
Agent, and describe the course of proceeding which he thinks should be
followed, instead of conforming to the Rules observed elsewhere.

50. The Superintendency does not appear to me to have been’as inti-
mate as it should be. It is not enough for the Governor General’s
Agent to hear appeals: he must make himself thoroughly acquainted
with the system of administration in each of the Offices under him ;

“secure uniformity of action, where a uniforin system can work with
Bl
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51. The present Commissioner, Mr. Allen, is well acquainted wj ' the

systems of the settled and unsettled Provinces.

He should very care-

(

efficiency and where variety of practice is called for; take care that the
various systems allowed are good in themselves, and as far as may be
fully observe all the proceedings of the District Officers under him, con-
nected with khas management and settlement, and on all occasions,
insist on the strict observance of such of the printed Rules as are
adapted to the Agency, and, with the sanction of Government, supply

consistent with each other.

ATTACHMENTS.
The Orders of the 13th October 1834, on the subject of sales of

the place of the unsuitable provisions by local rules suited to any local
°

peculiarities which may exist.

52,
land in execution of decrees, noticed at some length in my Reports on

Maunbhoom and Chota Nagpore, having been issued chiefly with refer-

ence to Pergunnah Kurrukdeea, in the Hazareebaugh District, in order

to satisfy myself of the working of the system, and to enable me to

report confidently respecting it, I called for all the original papers con-
nected with the eighteen Mehals now under attachment, as shown in the

statement annexed, and carefully examined them. -
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I think a brief precis of some of the cases will convey a more cor-
rect impression of the system which has prevailed than any des-
cription I could write. I will, therefore, in as few words ,as possible,
state the circumstances of Nos: 1 to 11 of the eighteen,at'tached
Mehals. They are all attached in execution of decrees of the Civil
Court.

53. Summary adjustments of accounts under those Orders, such as
are admitted and disposed of in the other Divisions of the Agency, not
being now usual in the Hazareebaugh Division, I inquired from the
Assistant under what orders, the alteration was introduced, and when,
and how it had worked in practice. He replied, that « cases of wasilat,
“ under the provisions of the Government letter of the 13th of October
“ 1834, had been decided in the Hazareebaugh Division, both as re-
“ gular actions and summary suits, and were formerly brought forward
“ at the option of parties having such claims in the Principal As-
“ sistant’s Court, but that the late Agent, Mr. Crawford, in his
“ letter of the 17th July 1850, ruled and directed, that such suits,
“ under the provisions of the letter of 13th October 1834, should not be
“ instituted without first obtaining his special sanction to the measure.”
I told the Assistant, I presumed he intended to represent that a “ wasi-
lat” case would not be admitted to be tried summarily without the per-
mission of the Agent, to which he replied that “ the orders of the late
“ Agent were indiscriminately with reference to all cases under the pro-
“ visions of the Government letter of the 18th October, none of which
“suits he considered could be instituted without obtaining his (the

“ Agent’s) express orders and sanction to the measure. This was a view
“of the matter which had not formerly been entertained by either the
¢ former Agents or Principal Assistants.”

54 The Principal Assistant mistakes the intention of the orders.
The Agent cannot, and never intended, to prescribe what regular suits
parties might institute. I have proposed, that such inquiries should no
Ionger be allowed as summary investigations ; but of course regular Civil
suits, instituted to obtain adjustment of Account, must be admitted and
decided on their merits according to law. It appears necessary that the
Assistant should be instructed, that regular suits for adjustment of Ac-
~ count must be admitted as a matter of course.

55. T proceed to give a precis of eleven of the cases of attachment

now in force. ¥
1

56. This land is held rent-free by the defendant, under the 'Rn‘]ah (.)f
‘ Ramguh. The defendant is a Brahmin. Tt 1s
sitnated in six different places.

57.° Th; plaintiff holds a decree for Rupees 875 principal, and Rupe}es
521 int:rest on a bond. The decree is dated 11th June 1839. Orfl' t} e
19th June 1841, the decree-holder applied for the attachment 04; ui
fand, the property of the defendant, and on the 26th of July 1841, 1

4 poi t of an Ameen to call
; nder attachment by the appomtmen
e Engagements were

1. Sooltana.

on the rent-payers to pay their rents into Court. “ngagemex e
accordingly taken from each by the Ameen, but no Inquiry wals ma )

hether the rents, which the Ticeadars agreed to pay, were t e Yents
No investigation of any sort was instituted.
attachment for ten years, during which

asto w
they ought to pay or 'no(ti. 0

vine remained unde .
rtrilx:eets}tlzt;&iltiﬁ? had not received mo're Fhan t]l(.i interest ’}co ggn‘c}f\ [he
was entitled under his decree, the Principal As:%xsta'nt, on the 1 ,h ] ;y
1851, ruled that the decree-holder should receive interest only tf(? the
amount of the principal. No reference was had to the date od t ef
institution of the suit, or to the date of the decree; a summary order o

that date ordered that no more interest than the amount of the principal
h

hould be paid, and an account Was made out accordingly as fol-
§ )

lows :—
Sa. Rs. Co’s Rs. As. P.
7500
Principal, «aeereeenrrensranree ZLZ -
........ 7
Interest, saeeessecossaces 8100 30 0 0
...................... 116 10 8
lgmm, ...................... 130 15 3
0SS, eeeeresaenasenrasreeTee o0
P R R K 63 1 6
Costs in eXCEULON, +ovavrsornamsrmrmeses o s o
Ploaders’ fues, cvsssveoososreaarcenese et 2
2,086 7 &
- 111 9
Due under another decree, «oeceeeessremuersess 7 B
2161 3 2
Paid at different times since the decree, +esvasseoses 1,083 4 0
1,077 15 2
....... 71 2 0O
In deposit, «eevensreererrernrTiret e
Carried forward,  -sec-coesneees .. 100013 2
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Brought forward, ........co..u.... . 1,000 13 2
Since paid ’
S e et eeree ettt et aaee s 149 4 ©
L}
Still due, ........... ... , Company’s Rupees, 85179 o

58, The Order of the 30th May 1851, ruling that the decree-hold
should have no more interest than the amount of his principal, was ?r
fact setting aside the decree, and therefore altogether unjustiﬁabl(; ‘Sin ;
May 1851, the decree-holder has received Rupees 149-4-0 a‘t wl 'cli
rate his claim will be liquidated in about six years more bu;: the stuC
page of interest was unwartanted. The interests of the ’defendant h:fe;
been consulted at the expense of the decree-holder. The Rajah of Ram-

gurh would have objected to the sale of this t :
s e ‘
defendant as his servant. nure as being held by the

59. The Principal Assistant having been called upon to report on
;_:: Is?(ﬁl}; OI§1°°I”“ this case, which is the one alluded to in my Report
' . on Chota ngpore, represented that some of th
villages have been attached since 1843, others since 1851, in executi ;
decre.es to a large amount ; that the proceeds of the \;illaorc;s werlon .
certained by an examination of the pottahs of the Ticcada:s and eFas-
mers ; .that of 149 villages held by the defendant, ten onl w;ref aii-
to admit of attachment, the remainder havino bee,n eitheI:Y sold ron
gage(%, or given in “ hirat” ; that several cases c(,)f mortgage were v:ritrlrll:lrlt-
permission of the Agent, disposed of under the Srgers of ’ the G i
vernment, dated 13th October 1834, and such of the villages as .
released from the hands of the mortgagees, were brouohto tlmd ot
tachment ; that the rental of the attached villaces is Rup:es 1 11;1'7- alt-
that the rental of the villages not attached is al?out Rupees 2 6,”'9 ~- }-1 ’
the liabilities amount to about Rupees 30,000 ; and tha;t I’{u{e, '031'1;
per_annum being allowed to the Rajah, the proceeds availablz feosr the
creditors would be only Rupees 719 per annum, which would li uidJ;‘
the debts in about forty years, but that, should some of the moqtfr aj
villages be recovered, the assets may increase. e
60. In this case also, the interests and the legal rights of the credi-
tors are considered entitled to little consideration. It appears to b
ta-ken for granted that interest is to cease. The insolvent Ra,jaI; is to hav:
his Rupees 819, while numerous creditors with claims to the amount of
Rupees 30,000 are to have Rupees 719 divided among them. Again, the

€

iuterests of the defendant have been consulted to the prejudice of the
rights of the decree-holders.

Glb. In this case, the defendant was a Ghatwal, holding a Ghat-
o wallee tenure under the Rajah of Ramgurh; ob-
4. Ungwallce. L. . .
jections would have been urged against the sale
of this tenure. After the lapse of ten years, the whole debt, with the
excoption of Rupees 79-10-6, has been realized, but it is observable
that interest has been excluded from the account.

62. On the 13th March 1839, Benecram obtained a decree against

Thakoor Brijmohun Sing for Rupees 2,758, prin-
Boorhutta cipal and interest, till the principal was liquidated.

The defendant having taken no measures for sa-
tisfying the claim, on the 2nd July 1845, the Assistant asked the
permission of the Agent to attach the defendant’s landed property.  This
was accorded. On the 20th September 1843, the defendant gave a
list of the villages of his estate, showing which were already mortgaged
and which were liable for the plaintiffs claim. No inquiries were

5. Gadee
in Kurrukdea,

. made, whether the defendant possessed more villages than were con-

tained in his schedule, or whether those which he represented to be
already mortgaged could not be held liable to the decree. On the +th
February 1846, orders were issued to the Darogah of Police to bring
the villages in the list furnished by the defendant under attach-
ment. This was done, and the collections made through the Darogah
of Police.

63. In the proceeding of the Agent, dated the 1lst of December
1845, in which he authorized the attachment of the estate, he in-
structed the Assistant, that he was to bring into the account a
little (¢ Cheezee”) interest, or no interest at all, as he thought
proper. On the 8th of June 1850, the Assistant acting on the orders
contained in the above-mentioned proceeding of 1845, ruled that 6
per cent. interest, and no more, should be allowed in making up the Ac-
counts. The decree-holder, dissatisfied with this order limiting the inter-
est to Rupees 6, appealed to the Deputy Commissioner ; he ruled, that the
original decree of the 13th March 1839 (though it had been confirmed
in appeal) was wrong, and should not be executed at all. On appeal to
the Sudder Court, this order, forbidding execution, was reversed, but no
notice was taken of the Agent’s order saying that no interest should be
paid if the Assistant approved, or of the Assistanit’s order, limiting the inter-

' d
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f N .0 T g ans M
est to 6 per cent.  The villages continue under attachment. The collec-
tions made by the Darogah of Policc amount to Rupees, 461 0 0
s ma ; ‘ s, )
The Government rent is . J2 2 5
vee - <
2

3y a—

(Not upon these villages only, But upon the whole estate,

though these villages are now made answerable for the o
whole.) .
368 13 7
Allowance to the defendant, . 120 0 0
Remains, ... e 24813 7

This sum remains to be divided among several decree-holders, who
have claims unsatisfied to the amount of Rupees 16,983-15-1. .:erain
the interests of the defendant have been consulted to the prejudice o? th;
rights of the decree-holders.

64. On the 6th March 1846, Ameer Khan obtained a decree acainst
Musst. Doop Kunswar, for Rupees 1,068-{130-10
principal and interest, and further interest till the,

decree should be completely executed.

65. On the 22nd August 1846, the decree-holder applied for the
a;t;;hment of the Jagheer land held by the defendant under the Rajah
of Ramgurh in payment of 5 1,573-10-0 princi i (

o amgurh It (Il)e ;ee. Rupees 1,573-10-0 principal and interest pay-

66. On the 26th August 1846, the Jemadar of the Police of Hazarce-
baugh was directed to bring the lands under attachment by taking
engagements from the rent-payers to pay their rents into Court. Thiz
was done, |

67.  On the 15th May 1851, the Principal Assistant ruled in a proceed-
ing of that date, that although the decree was for principal and interest till
the debt was paid, it was not proper that such interest should be recover-

ed. A new account was therefore made, showing the sum to which
the decree-holder was entitled to be Rupees 1,158-2-10, of which
I?.upees 954-11-8 having been paid, Rupees 228-7-2 remained’for realiza-
tion. * The lands are still under attachment. In this case also to make
.out a new Account, opposed to the ruling of the decree, was altocether
irregular, and consulting the interest of the defendant to the pre?udice
of the right of the decree-holder ; the Rajah of Ramgurh would have ob-
jected to the sale of this Jagheer,

[ 3

6.—Salgara.
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68. Kuwruck Ram Tewaree obtained a decree on the 2ith August
— 1§46, against Baboo Thakoor Sing for Rupees 1,920,
. ’ principal and interest, and Rupees 306-15-0 costs.
The decree ruled, that 6 per cent. interest should be levied, provided
the decree-holder was not dilatory in taking out execution. :
69. In December 1847, with the permission of the Agent, the landed
property of the defendant, (villages held under the Rajah of Kendy,) was
brought under attachment. On the 11th June 1850, the Principal
Assistant ruled, that as the defendant owed a very large sum, and all his
property was under attachment, intercst should cease. From this order
the decree-holder appealed to the Deputy Commissioner, who, on the
923rd August 1830, ruled, that as the principal had not been all collected,
it was premature to pass any order respecting the interest, therefore
the order must be reversed, but that when the principal had been paid,
the Assistant might pass a suitable order regarding the interest, so that
the merchant cannot tell whether he is to have any interest for his
money or not. In this case also, the interests of the merchant have been

- treated as altogether secondary to the interest of the Zemindar.

70.  On the 27th December 1845, Sulal Sing obtained a decree against
) Chowdree Narain Sing for Rupees 707-10-5, prin-
8.—Sindwaree. . . - .
cipal, interest and costs, execution having been
taken out on the 14th September 1846, On the 13th Qctober, Chowdree
Narain Sing presented a petition, requesting that his property might
be attached, and all his debts liquidated from the proceeds. The Agent
sanctioned the attachment. The debts amounted to Rupees 3,388-6-7.
The rent payable to the Rajah of Ramgurh is Rupees 133-13-0. An
allowance of Rupees 100 per annum was fixed for the support of the
defendant, and on the 27th August 1849, all interest stopped, on the
grounds of the debts being heavy, and the property under attach-
ment. Up to the 22nd June 1853, Rupees 2,441-5-0 had been liquidated.
71. Gourluker Sahir, on the 14th January 1840, obtained a decree
for principal and interest, Rupees 3,050, against
Chowdree Gourdeal Doss ; without any good reason
assigned, the interest was restricted to 8 per cent. '
79. On the 30th May 1847, the case having in the mecantime been
twice struck off the file, the decree-holder applied to have the defen-
dant’s landed property, a tenure held under the Rajah of Ramgurh and

paying to him Rupees 432-8-7,attached.  As wsual orders were issued to
1

9.—Nowrangee.
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the Police Darogalr to make the attachment ; this was done.  On the
4th September 1849, the Principal Assistant ryled, that as it appeared
Rupees 5,013-13-0 was due under the decree, and that after dischprging the
rent due to the Rajal but little remained for the creditors, all juterest
should cease, and that as the defendant was a man of respectability, he
should be allowed Rupees 120 per annum for his maintenance. The
Rajah of Ramgurh would have objected to the sale of this tenure.

73. The papers of this case having been forwarded to the Deputy
Commissioner, I had no opportunity of examining
them, but it appears from the statement furnished,

that the debt is Rupees 1,498, the proceeds of the land attached Rupees

63, of which Rupees 11-11-9 is rent, leaving Rupees 51-4-3, which will

provide for one-half the interest. Such being the case, continued attach-

ment can never give the decree-holder his due.

74, On the 29th of November 1843, Jhunker Tewaree obtained a

11.—Gadee Dichee, in decree against Musst. Tekaitnee Doorpa for Rupees

Pergunuah Kurrukdea. 544-6-04. Interest was decrecd at 6 per cent., and

that was made conditional on the decree-holder not delaying execution.

On the 23rd May 1843, the decree-holder applied for the attach-
ment of the defendant’s property.

On the 10th July 1846, he applied again.

On the 27th May 1847, application was made to the Agent for sanc-
tion to the attachment, which was accorded.

On the 27th May 1851, the Assistant ruled, that the decree-holder not
having applied without delay for the execution of his decree, he should
have no interest subsequent to the date of attachment. So interest has
ceased. In two or three years the principal will be liquidated.

75. In 1851, the late Agent, Mr. Crawford, circulated Rules for the
guidance of the Principal Assistant in the management of attached property.
They provided that a statement of the rental should be demanded from
the proprietor, also a statement of his liabilities: that the Assistant
should determine how the lands were to be held, whether to be assigned
to creditors or held rent-free ; that lands might be leased, provided the
farmer offered to pay 95 per cent. of the estimated rental, and gave
security ; that if Khas Tehseel was resorted to, Tehseeldars were to be
paid a percentage increasing with the percentage of the gross rental

which they collected ; that Tehseeldars should be nominated for the
approval of the': Agent ; that Quarterly and Annual Returns should be

10.—Gareah.
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furnished ; that «ll proceedings vecorded i " prosecuti)on' o'j tLh;) of?ttfis
wnder notice should bc’ murked as belonging to the Political Depan
m::;', '!,‘he“ Rules, as far as they go, are e}ltirely free from oloje:n;nz
except the last. Without the special sanction of tl-le Grovernmen1 , ;Ic
Agent had no authority to direct that all pro?eedmgs, COI]I:IC(?EG(C wi tl
the management of estates attached under executlor{ of decrees o . 0;11'1 ,
should be removed from the Department to w.h.[ch they legxtlina ;3 y
belonged, and regarded as belonging to the Pohtl(.:a.l Depm:tmen.1 . ¥y
virtue of the authority exercised under the‘ provisions of Regu {11011
XIIT. of 1833, the Executive Government directed, m. thfz letter datef
13th October 1834, that certain estates, under certain c1rcumstanc;a,‘
instead of being sold in execution of decrees,. sho\}kl be. attached 101)
the benefit of the creditors. The same auth(.)rlty might direct tl.lat the
attachments should be conducted in a p.artxcular manner, n<.):o in c?n—
formity with the law, but the Agent certainly w?nt beyond hlb‘ plo“ elrj
when he directed that all proceedings connected with attachments shou
itical proceedings.
be'il;fld It: t)i?)eiotltgzaselem neces:ary to detail the circumstances offthe
jemaining seven cases, nor to make any lengthened remarks on the1 oreLi
coing details. The Orders of the 13th October 1834, never contemplate
;)roc:edinws of this description. The Darogahs have more than they
can do i: the Department to which they l?elox.1g. To ‘employ thf}ll.l
to manage attached property, were it unolgechonab?e in other ,11-63-
pects, would be extremely objection{ﬂ-ﬂe as occupying tnne,1 \? :lu
ought to be given to the Police, which, as will appear under 119
head “ Police,” requires all their attention. It has not ?)een thought
necessary to institute inquiries, whether a defe‘ndant has given a corre;:t;
list of his villages or a correct statement of his rents. On an attack1-
ment being made, the Darogah of Police has been 'orderefl tto tz;lej
engagements from the Ticcadars and ryots, that they will p{my 01 . 1:
Court ; they have entered into the engagements required, and accoi)( ing
to those engagements collections have been made. They may e‘mkrace
all the rent procurable; they may be one-half. No Accouuts‘ are epjc.
“Remittances received are sent to the Collectorship to be held in deposzt,
till called for. When money is wanted to pay the decree-holders, it is
sent for, but thereare no Debit and Credit Account;s'. ‘ When the head of
the Office has to inquire how the Account stands, it Is necessary to hunt

)
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through the ponderous nuthee, and by noting the remittances received
from the Darogal, and the payments made, to discover the balance, and

in this way, the Quarterly and Annual Accounts required by the Agent

are made up. .

A. regular “ jumma-khuruch” Account of each estate should be kept
n the Office, and each remittance be entered therein as received,

78.  In reporting on Chota Nagpore, I have represented, that if attach-
ments are to be continued, these abuses must Le rectified, and the attach-
ments made conducive to the benefit of all and productive of an improved
system of management in the country, instead of being a subject of re-
proach; but I have no longer any doubt as to the course that should be
pursued. T would modify the Orders of the 13th October 1834, and rule
that after the Ist January 1855, all estates, 4. ¢. Mehals paying revenue
direct to the Government, should be sold in execution of decrees in this

Ageney as elsewhere, unless the Agent considered, that urgent political
reasons demanded that the sale should be stayed, in which case he
should submit a full Report of the case for the orders of the Government,
In other words, I would have the Government the only authority to
suspend the law. The authority delegated to the Agent has been
abused. Though the Orders of the 17th of July 1851 distinctly said,
that the Orders of the 13th October 1834 were limited to the Tickaits
of Kurrukdeca, and other urgent cases; that the object of the
Rules was the prevention of disturbances; that the retention of the
lands in the hands of the old Zemindars, which the Agent treated
as the object of the Orders was but the means to the object ; that the
Orders were not to be applied beyond the case of the Tickaits of Kurruk-
deea, excepting in cases of urgency, they have continued to be generally
applied. The original intention was, that except in Kurrukdeea, sales
in execution of decrees should take place, unless it was supposed that
disturbances would follow. I would adhere to such intention, and make
it incumbent on the Agent to show from whence, and in what shape,
disturbances would come, if the Executive did not interfere to prevent the
sale desired. I would not exclude Kurrukdeea from the new system.
I would not have one law for Kurrukdeea and another law for the
remaining Pergunnahs under the Agent.

7). " With respect to under-tenures, I would declare, that the Orders of
the 13th October 1834+ had no concern with under-tenures, that they
were not under any circumstances to be attached ;and that applications

t
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for the sale of such holdings were to be (?ispo‘sed of according ]t.o Z:C

it of the Regulations. If they were on inqury fc?uud t(.) be subject to
SP“{ the parcl)‘, of others not the debtors, incompatible with a trz‘msfer
by sbai?: a}:;;)lications for sale should be refused and the dclal?tor csull)]ec}jj;lt
to suchqpersonal durance as might be caleulated to make him use his

lien

7 isfy the claim against him,

eni?;\’ Ol;i;‘; S?St nc{ occasion for alarm lest the many references made b?r

the Governor General’s Agent, with a view to procure orders for deol&}l-

ino & Mehal exempt from sale, should be numerous and oceupy mu(,vl

th:le. It is my belief, that there will not be a reference once ?n two

vears, and that the exemption sought will not be grz}nteti once1 ,m,l ten.

iVithin a few years, sale will become as much the' rule here as elsew 1f31rle,

though the Government will retain the power to interfere and' sFop'a 51 e,
should peculiar circumstances of political emergency call for 1‘ts e.‘\erm:e,
1 would have the revised Rules held applicable to all applications for
the sale of estates paying revenue to Government, that may be pre-
forred after the 1st January next, till then. Mehals now under attac‘h-
ent to remain attached as heretofore. With regz}rd to under-tenures
now under attachment, I would have them disposed of at 0'11(?9
under the new Rule, and either sold or released, as appearec} Justi
with reference to the rights of all parties co'ncerned. Of coluzse al

orders passed by the Judicial authorities for se‘lhng under-ten'ureii or for
exempting them from sale, will be appealable, like all other miscellaneous
orders connected with the execution of decrees. '

81. Though I find fault with the abuses which hfwf; l.)een allowed,
as sanctioned by the Orders of the 13th October 1?34, it 1s to 1')8 borne
in mind that the principle has been “the prfesen.'atlon .of tranquillity, by
“ maintaining, if possible, the Jungle Chlefs. in their estates. More
« attention should have been paid to the warnmmng not tf) let the rude
« Zemindars become impressed with the i(}ea that they wﬂl‘be supportevd
“ by the Courts in refusing payment 'of just demands, which jcheu)') OSIL
“ perverseness may have kept unliqulda.ted f:or a leng'th of time, u1
the spirit of Colonel Ouseley’s administration was indulgence t.o.nl
connected with the land ; and the lower Cour.ts have.learned to think
that the transfer of a ryot’s jote must cause an Insurrection.

82. In justice to Mr. Crawford, 1 sllonlq sa,y'thnt the abuses otj t.he

svstem were diminished during his administration, and by prescribing

issi es, he had laid
the transmission annually of a statement of attached estate.s, e had lat
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the foundation for further improvements. In the 4th.parwra h of hi
letter of the 7th of May 1853, Mr. Crawford reported th‘az hz :30 “""
aged a hope that the system may be gradually abolishe({ altowetherxl'coull-
will not exist long, if my proposal is adopted, that in each Ufnst’tﬁ(; i"
the law being suspended the Agent shall obtain the sanctiontofet}?e

Government to the exemption.

g *
*

ABEAREE

: o=
OG88 3(:_ 11(;18118341.).), the Abkaree Revenue in this District was Rupees
26,807-10-85.  In 1848-19, it rose to Dy 7 | .
$ wpees 89,736-1-42) and i 52-5
P n 18 7) ] , i and in 1852-53
-, ? Rluspees (- L,/-)O—l.—7. In 1834-35 the number of settlements wa;
'“i- In 1848-49, 426, in 1852-53, 892. The shops are let separatel
0 ¢ ; i ‘
n 1(:;{1(:0.5; for one year, and this arrangement has uniformly prev%iledy
ex rears 184 :
f cept in tIIe')eala 1840-41 to 1842-13, when the whole were let to twc;
farmers. ‘t 1s worthy of remark, that during this period, the revenue
. N ~ g
ll}lcrease_d from Rupees 22325 to Rupees 27,832 In explanation of
. 2. xplang 0
1e}fallmg off, the Assistant writes thus to the Agent, “ T can only stat
* Y e
that the unfavorable harvest and seasons must have been thi hi t’"
|t “ a chie
(t:'m%e of arrear, because although the Abkaree Revenue in eight o
A = o -3 I‘
1@11 years prey lously had gradually increased to nearly :130111)1
t,DlO cingmal Jumma, at which it was when I first took charce of thb
1strict, and notwithstanding the i o .
2 1e 1ncreased extra rev i
oD | g xtra revenue derived
lf;lorr} the ).Iehal, the balance at the close of each successive year wa
) t yas
T111t mlconsu{erable, and in many cases a great portion in these recovered
us however has not been the cas ; ‘ .
he case the last three years, s
decided increasing arrear 1 i i Tl e hen o
asing arrear has arisen, and it is uroed 11
‘ the want of means, or b , & s of o that
ans, adness of the season and fai
. : - seq ailure of crops, 1
given rise to this arrear, whi i it
arrear, ch I must believe as chi i
s ; as chiefly causing it ;
a}llthotcligh the undivided attention of an Officer, whose time zvqs lb ilt ,
thened with other duties t] - to fmrove
han my own, might, I think, ¢ i
: ; T - oW, might, nk, tend to improve
d]e Department.”  Again, Captain Simpson says—“T would withpdifﬁ
“ t:nc:[silggest, that the best means of improving the administration of
) O,;; ] eml}, would be to place it under a Deputy Collector or other
¢ cer who could afford sufficie i 1
) a $ nt time to minutel cami
" ‘ ) . ¥y examine and
dlzplose of each case connected with such an extensive ¢ Seer’ or KI
! : 3 3 Khas
) )t en;tlant, and at the same time keep a constant and recurring check
ponall arrears. I have no doubt that, provided good se~sons i:terveue
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and judicious management is carried out, still further improvement in

the amount collections from the source of revenue may be anticipated.”
Je concludes by saying—j“ It may not be out of place to add, that aseries
- of Years have convinced me of the great encroachment the settle-
¢ ment of this Mehal forms upon the time and other dutics of the Principal
¢ Assistant, in fact I have never, any single year, since I got charge of the
¢ Division, been able to complete the settlement during the ordinary
« Kutcherry hours.”
84. In reporting on Purulia, I recommended that the Abkaree De-

Hazareebaugh should be made over for a time to Baboo

partment of
Deputy Collec-

Kaleedoss Paulit, late Superintendent of Abkaree, now
tor in Maunbhoom. He has had great experience in the Department, and

ands all the details of Khas management. He might

thoroughly underst
At the time of

undertake this duty in addition to his duties at Purulia.
settlement, and probably a second time during the year, it would be
necessary for him to proceed to Hazareebaugh. The distance is eighty-

eight miles, or about twenty-four hours dik.

STAMPS.

85. I have,in my Report on Chota Nagpore, represented, that in 1834,
a system differing from that prescribed by Regulation X. of 1829, was
introduced by the Governor General’s Agent in this District, and has
been observed up to- this time. The Agent has now directed, that the
Authorities, shall, in all cases, be guided by Regulation X. of 1829. The
Stamp revenue has increased from Rupees 10,473-10-0 in 1848-49 to
Rupees 12,632-8-0in 1852-53, and in all probability, will be further in-
creased, now that the fees prescribed by law are to be imposed.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

86. The Courts of Criminal Justice are the Court of the Principal
Assistant, the Court of the Deputy Magistrate stationed at Burree on the
Grand Trunk Road, twenty miles North from Hazareebaugh, and the
Court of the Principal Sudder Ameen stationed at Golah.

87. In threeyears, from 1851 to 1853, the convictions in heinous cases
were 676,* the acquittals 539.% The average number of persons appre-

hended was 736, of persons punished 492.

¢ Including Burree 44. t+ Ditto ditto 71. °
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88. T i v
The number of witnesses examined was 14‘,184‘ of WhiCh 7 408
] H

were d 1 2 "'
etained only one day, 6,]L6 were detained more than one, but not
3

exceedln“ SIX da WeEl ei; Ile(l more ”l“ N S1X 1 I not exce o
VS, 6:)0 ere d
'y a.
c‘ + 2 y b XC edln

89. . . . ‘ (
As mentioned in reporting on Chota N agpore, the Orders of Go-

vernment vested the Principal Sudder Ameen, stationed at G lah, wi
powers of a Magistrate in Hazareebaugh and,Lohardumra o itk the
90. In 1851, 225 cases, in 1852, 361 cases, and ini§5.3 67
;\:ere referred by the Principal Assistant to the Principal Slldde:atinzlny
N E: (:(1; Zii;se ;\tegi ;Seefei:ji I?.eli?fi, because the Principal Assistant did not
sided near :
the i.nconvenience of going to the l;si:niiiz;;:flb;?i}; thzlsl G'(Odl&h, .
heading of “ Civil Justice,” I have described the inconvenie;lc h}nlll , t'he
suffer, fr?m h.aving to attend at Golah, it is unnecessary ic‘)v elzlaf:mes
Z};;t; 5_1-1-1‘):];3}2 emn il{z; pla;e.c .Tl%e Assistant, in a letter addressed t: emoer,l
§ A;neen’s decisionerd(;ri;:nlle cas;es referred for the Principal Sudder
‘ , g past year, you wi serve, i
: paratively very sn.mH ; this arises frgm jchZ lilso‘lvaiid()bbj;i:f; ) f(': Oln}-
E())ourt at Golah, with reference to the other parcts of myPDivisix:)n(z’ "
Nagll.)orel 1;;: ;e%eriﬁptge Ssu%lrgestiin submitted in my Report on bhota.
' , al Sudder
shou.ld b(.a appointed to each District ; :;ZGZ{l OILhiv?lig r.ii ?upees 3'5('),
Justice, is equally applicable to Criminal Justice : indeed t}i‘ e ., CW{I
:lnce attending the administration of Criminal J ust,ice will be irelzzsf(:: Zznk
hose connected with Civil Justice ; Civil cases may be cond : d b
out by means of Vakeels ; in Criminal cases 1 ond i -
Should it be determined to continue the exisngrn:irzlnlfgrztc}s? d'tm Per_son'
would be better to confine the jurisdiction of thz Princci’ al Su,dil Cimmly
to the Pergunnahs near Golah, rather than that persong fro Ifljr s of
the District, should be liable to receive orders to attend at tl?;ta lparts *
.92. I have before recommended that the Moonsiff s‘hould g o d
w1th‘ powers, to receive and dispose of trifling complaints of ot
a,bl‘ISIVB language, affray, &c., with the powers ofo Assistants u 0d aﬁau“’
lation IX. of 1807. I repeat the recommendation but if Mn er'ﬁ' e
to be so employed, the increased allowance for establi;hment ;’1‘_”351 hare
proposed to give them, must, at least, be granted. phich Lhave

. .
Including Burree 1906.: t Ditto ditto 1704,

L}

3 Ditto ditto 202.
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C1viL JUSTICE.

93. The Civil Courtsjn this Division consist of, the Court of the Princi-
pal Agsistant, the Court of the Principal Sudder Ameen stationed at Go-
lah, theCourts of three Moonsiffs, Hazareebaugh, Chittra, Kurrukdeea.

94 Up to 1853, the Principal Sudder Ameen held his Court at
Hazareebaugh, but the Civil business at Hazareebaugh, not being
considered sufficient to give full employment to the Principal Sud-
der Ameen, it was first of all proposed that he should divide his
time between Hazareebaugh and Lohardugga, in which District there
was more Civil business than the Principal Assistant could timely
dispose of ; eventually, instead of the Principal Sudder Ameen pass-
ing part of his time in cach District, it was determined, that he
should be located at a place equally convenient for both Districts, and
the Orders of the Government, dated the 16th February 1843, placed
him at Golah with the usual Civil jurisdiction, and the special Criminal
powers described in Clause 3, Section II. Regulation IIL of 1821, in

both Districts.

95. In reporting on Chota Nagpore, I recommended that this ar-
rangement should be superseded, and a Principal Sudder Ameen be
appointed to each station with a salary of Rupees 350.

96. After having carefully again considered the matter, with reference
to this District, I earnestly repeat the recommendation. All, of every
class, are dissatisfied with the arrangement. T have not found a single
person with a word to say in favor of it. The map alone is, 1
think, sufficient proof that the objections preferred are reasonable.
Golah is the extreme South-east point of one District of 12,000
square miles, and the extreme North-East point of another District of
7,000 square miles. . It really appears useless to say more.

97. In reporting on Chota Nagpore, I showed how few cases con-
nected with that District, belonged to Pergunnahs near Golah. Inquiry of
the same nature in this District shows, that of forty-seven appealed cases
pending before the Principal Sudder Ameen at Golah, forty-five are
connected with Pergunnahs nearer to Hazareebaugh than to Golah, and of
fourteen original cases before the Principal Sudder Ameen, eleven con-
cern Pergunnahs more distant from Golah than from Hazareebaugh. It
is not only the inconvenience parties suffer in having so far to go to
institute a case, it is the greatly increased expense; a Peadah from

Golah to Palamow costs 6 Rupees.

»
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9s. In.my Report on Chota Nagpore, I mentioned that effect had
no.t bfeen given to the orders respecting the Criminal jurisdiction of th
]?nnmpal Sudder Ameen, and I find that in this District also, the P .
cipal ‘:\ssistant, unable to resist the importunities of artie; n £t “}?"
sent with their cases to Golah, has made over only si‘(tP -5 rascs 1o
the Principal Sudder Ameen there stationed, e e
‘ 99.  If the Principal Sudder Ameen is to remain there, his jurisdi
tion should be arranged as conveniently as may be for EI,H’ ﬂrt:]uns ./1: -
Present, as regards original suits, there is a double jurisdictifl; oui: tl ;
Wl%ole? District. On a difference ocurring, one party may g ‘tr thle
Principal Assistant’s Court, and the other tco the Cour}t of Ltieg];) neipal
Sudder Ameen, and process may issue from both Offices. to £h Iljtx'mlpal
expense and vexation of hoth Plaintiff and Defendant. ’ e

100.  The original suits and appeals, instituted and disposed of dur-

ing the last ten years, have b g i
s the years, een as shown in the under-written State-

—_—
. . EE g ’
Pending from ’Inst)tuted dur-'I =54 ’ = |

preceding ing the | :éDG'i = J «
year. year, ] A 5] ECRP
YEar. ! T O g E
iToran,| 5, €7 | 23 g

— 2k ~3 g tb

= ) % 3= ot = =]
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0
1815, 29 | 163 | ¢ | o
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o | 207 | 404
40 ] 120 | 573 ( 51 | 314 | 365 | 908
1847 5
g 55 1 154 417 ¢ 61| 220 | 95 136
1848, 34! o ( 261 f 20 | 130 ! 150
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4 26 18] 135 | oz 2| 104 10
Jl g 6 | 118
Total o136 551 | 2018 | sna
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Cases for possession of land are not numerous; I find on examination
that of the 280 cases original and appeal, instituted in 1852 and 1853,

24 only were for land. ’
100 to 106 * . * . * L 0 F e T s ox T
105. The cases transferred to the Principal Sudder Ameen were as
follows :—
Original Cases. Appeals.
In 1850, .. .. .. .. 44 .. .v .. .. .. 86

o 1831, ... .. L. aaen

L1852, .. .. . .. .. 18 .. Lo . .. .. 123
. 1853, ... .. - R -
- S -+

L 1854, .. .. ..

106. The cases which had being lying over, without being once
brought forward in all 1852, at all events ought to have been transferred

to the Principal Sudder Ameen in 1853,
107. The Orders of the Sudder Court, respecting the preparation of

-issues, and the arrangement of useful, and destruction of useless, records,

have not been fully carried into effect. On the 13th August last, the

Principal Assistant reported to the Court—“The effect given to the
¢ introduction of the drawing up of issues referred to in the Court’s
¢« Circular, No. 154, of the 20th November 1851, alluded to in the 35th
¢ Clause of the Sudder Court’s 16th paragraph, has been inconsiderable in
“ this jurisdiction, where the Mooktears are in many cases of no great
« ability. The Sudder Ameen is however endeavouring to introduce it, and
“ the attention of the subordinate Courts has been, on several occasions,
“ called to the necessity of adhering closely to the provisions of Section
“ X. Regulation XXVI. of 1814,” but in point of fact, no measures
likely to be attended with success have been adopted. The less the
ability of the pleaders, the more cor_nplete and particular should have
been the instructions.

108. Following up the inquiry commenced at Pooree, I found in the
Office of the Moonsiff of Chittra the system before reported. Between
the 1st January 1853, and the end of September, the Moonsiff disposed
of 167 cases. Of these, 109 were decided in the last weeks of the several

months,
The Moonsiffs of Hazareebaugh and Kurrukdeea were regulagly

employed throughout each month.
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. ;(;ES)(;I Ofn. qllisti;)ning the Moonsiff of Chittra why so many cases were
sposed of in the last days of the 1
ther than that the Omlaliy allowzmc;n :\n;:hl,nl:jﬁ(i)giftd 1o explanation, for
110. In' the Court of the Principal Sudder Ame;en the av(er e ti
a case remams pending, is eleven months and twenty-se\;en days ag ";;e
Court of the Moonsiff of Hazareebaugh, one year five months 37:1(’1 tm o
seven days; in the Court of the Moonsiff of Chittra niné mont:enty(i
nine days; in the Court of the Moonsiff of Kurrucl,ideea t outh
and three days. s ton months
111, The Moonsiff of Hizareebaugh employs five Omlah at R
8,6, 5, 4,3, each; the Moousiff of Chittra four Omlah at Ry ees ;) 8 ugees
each ; the Moonsiff of Kurruckdeea five Omlah at RupI()aes 10’ 5, 5 %’
:5, each: Having already reported my opinion, that the alloivz,no’ .
insufficient, I will only say that my opinion is confirmed b C; N
I have heard in these Districts. Two Moonsiffs, with a suitwble;y H "
ance for establishment, would do as much work as three AL usi ) O.W'
the present establishment. ool it
112. The Moonsiff of Chittra is seventy and infirm. The Mo iff of
Kurruckdeea is sixty-nine or seventy. Itlis almost time that Ath -
old Officers should be pensioned. They are both men of ver rresz tlzvo
racter,.butthey are nearly worn-out ; and if my proposal, to jri:aoc;llct:-
Moonsiffs authority to try criminal cases with the powers’ of Xssistmt ’be
approved, I think more active men will be required. o
113. In reporting on Purulia, I recommended that appeals. i
regular suits from the decision of the Principal Sudder ArneIe)IIz tsh, 13
be heard by the Deputy Commissioner. Up to the 16th Auwu;’c 121;7
they were in this District heard by the Principal Suddeor 'Am ,
On that date, the Governor General’s Agent, observine there wa, el?nt.
]ittlfz business before the Deputy Commissioner, directeg the Prinii :.I
Assistant to transfer nine appeals pending before him to that Court - y d
that the Mooktears should be instructed, that for the future a , aJnl
were to be filed in that Court. This has since been the pmcticpp(;)a:
all a‘ppeals in miscellaneous cases, and cases connected Wi‘il the, .
cution of decrces are still heard by the Principal Assistant. vI ha,e i
my letter on Purulia proposed, that all miscellaneous a'nd sumve, o
appeals from the orders of the Principal Sudder Ameen, should. as Wnlllary
regular appeals, be heard by the Deputy Commission’er. 1 ;'e eate tl?s
recommendat{on, as being suitable also to the Hazareebaugh DiI:trict )
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114 There is no Government, Vakeel, and cases in which the Govern-
ment is concerned are so rare, the appointment of a Vakeel does not
appear call)ed for. Wh&n a case is instituted against the Government,
the Prir}cipal Assistant, with the sanction of the Agent, directs one of
the Mooktears of the Office to take charge of it.

PoLICE.

115. The Hazareebaugh District comprises five Government and
eight Zemindary Thannas. The five Government Thannas are Chit-
tra, West; Burree, Kurruckdeea and Gowah, North; and Bagodah,
East of Hazareebaugh. Chittra is a small Thanna containing only 168
square miles. The remaining four Thannas, comprising 5,772 square
miles, are under the Deputy Magistrate stationed at Burree. The eight
Zemindary Thannas embrace 5,018 square miles, and all but one*
containing 638 square miles, are in the Zemindary of the Rajah of

Ramgurh.
116. The Government Thannas have the usual establishments, but

" the Zemindary Thannas are very inefficient. Thanna Ramgurh, with

an area of 1,444 square miles, and a population of 76,000 people, has
a Darogah on Rupees 10 per mensem; a Mohurir on Rupees 5, a d
five Burkundazes at Rupees 2-13 each. Thannas Pagar and Esmea,
comprising between them 2,000 square miles, have each the same esta-
blishment. These Officers are all paid by the Rajah of Ramgurh.

117. T called for information as to the nature of the arrangements
made with the Rajah at the time of settlement, but the papers had been
cent to the Office of the Governor General’s Agent, and the Assistant
could give me no information on the subject.

118. Besides these five Burkundazes, there are Ghatwals, Digwars, and
Chowkeedars. The Ghatwalsand Digwars hold land, and In sorne cases, a
very small cash salary is paid by the Zemindar. Those on the Grand
Trunk Road are for the most part paid in this manner. Some of the
Chowkeedars hold lands, others are paid trifling sums in cash. In some
places « Goraits” are found, who also hold service lands, and whose duty
it is to carry reports to the Thanna. There are in the District 134
Digwars and about 2,500 Chowkeedars, or one Chowkeedar to 267 inha-
bitants and five square miles of land. Were the Digwars and Chowkee-

& Anuntpoor, in Pergunnah Koonda.
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dar§ really paid in such a manner, that they could devote their time ¢
their calling, instead of having to seek their livelihood by other mme ,
the‘ remuneration, whether in land or money, being quite inade, ua::nts,
their support, they would in numbers suffice for aon efficient i’ol(ilc ' b X
the zﬂlowance Is in almost every case quite inadequate, and ins‘t.e,d uf'
looking after the ryots, the Chowkeedur is obliged to 1001}{ after llirzzelfo
.119. 'ljhe state of the Police in this District is not satisfactor f.
hexflous crimes have greatly increased. The number punished in 1§7=’520'r
an mnprovement on the Returns of the two previous years, but still th1 s
amount of erime is large. The humber of persons punish:ad in 1853 s
compared with the number of crimes committed, shows that the Police ’az::

as inefficient in their detective capacity as they are in their preventive
_—
1850. | 1851. | 1852. | 1853,

D . ) »
aco; leS, = - - = = - - { 14‘ -9 8( 39
ersons pu ghed - - - - - - - l I 3 I l 62 l |
P g nm O

Highway-robberies, - - - . _

Persons punished, - - - . _ _

120. There appe :

=\ ars to have b : 5

in the Zemind o f.aen a greater increase of heinous offences
indary Thannas than in the Government Thannas

Government Thannas. Zemindary Thanna
s,

§
1850, - - -9223 ; 123,
1851, - - - 9284 ; 184,
1852, - - -310. E 241.
1853, - - -153. 238.

‘) . - . -
121. The Principal Assistant represents “ the cause of the great

:: Increase of crime for the three years, must be attributable to th

‘ drought and consequently great scarcity of grain, and the want of he
“ Decessary articles of food is said to have contin’ued until the 10 o
‘ the last rainy(season, when the price of food somewhat abated."c o ot

(33 )

122, Many of the dacoities were cvidently caused by want. Dacoity
Ly organized gangs, living by robbery, is said to be rare. The sudden
decrease of crime in 1853, is, I think, confirmatory of the correctness of the
Prindipal Assistant’s representations, but the rarity of convictions shows
that the Police is inefficient. In 1853, the number of persons concernerd
in the thirty-nine dacoities was reported to have been 588, of whom ten
only were brought to punishment. The number of persons supposed to be
concerned in violent robberies is always exaggerated, but in all probabi-
lity at least 390 persons were concerned in the thirty-nine robberies. If
s0, the convictions were about 2} per cent.

123. The state of the Police evidently requires the vigilant at-
tention of the Governor General’s Agent. If the Rajah of Ramgurh
is bound by his engagements with the Government to keep up an
cfficient Police, a force increased in number should be demanded
from him. .

124. He represented to me, that the inclination which has existed on
the part of the Authorities to suppose, in all disagreements and disputes
between the higher and the lower classes, that he, of the higher class,
must necessarily be in the wrong, has greatly weakened his authority, and
that a threat of complaint to the Court is the immediate consequence of
any attempt on his part to make the subordinate village Zemindars, the
Ghatwals and Digwars, do their duty. I think it likely that there may
be some truth in these representations. They deserve the Agent’s care-
ful attention. Though it is desirable to check any oppression, legitimate
support should not be denied to those responsible.

125. Of the five Darogahs in charge of Government Thannas, one is in
the first grade, two in the second grade, and two in the third grade. There
are several of the Darogahs in the Zemindary Thannas who have been
in the Service for many years* I requested the Principal Assistant to
report whether the position of these persons had ever been brought
under consideration. Though they receive their pay from the Zemindar,
they are responsible to the Magistrate for their good c¢onduct like any
other Darogahs; their posts are equally difficult and equally laborious.
The Ramgurh Darogah is the chief Police Officer in a tract of country
much larger than the usual area of Government Thannas. It cannot be
right not to hold out to a person in a position of such temptation some

* Sigopal Darogah, of Ramgurh, since 183",  Jubulall, of Gomar, since 1820. Jhumun~

lall, of Etkorce, since 1819.
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inducement to do his duty beyond the remuneration of Rupees 10 per
mensem.

126.  The Priucipal Assistant reports, that seé'veral of the Zemindars’
Darogahs have been promoted to Government Thannas, and” that’ now
a good Zemindary Darogah is pretty sure of advancement to a Govern-
ment Thanna on a vacancy oceurring.

127, The Zemindary Police receive their pay from the Rajah of
Ramgurh. It is not paid with regularity. The Burkundazes of Haza-
reebaugh represented to me, that, in November last, their pay was in
arrear from July. T think it in every respect desirable, that the Principal
Assistant should pay the Police regularly month by month, and that the
Rajah should make his payments to the Treasury.

128. As in the other Divisions of this Agency, the Police Reports
contain a precis of every case, which makes them so voluminous as greatly
to decrease their usgfulness: the present Agent, Mr. Allen, is quite
aware how desirable it is that the time of the Principal Assistants and
their hard-worked Writers should not be employed on such profitless
work ; and he is, T believe, prepared to direct, that in future the Reports
should be confined to a precis of the most heinous cases, and general
remarks on the state of the Police, as shown by the Annual Returns.

129. Since the above was written, further, but still incomplete infor-
mation has been reccived from the Principal Assistant on the subject of
the Ramgurh Police,

130. It appears from the papers, which Captain Simpson has now
received from the Agent’s Office, that during the minority of Rajah
Sidnath Sing, previous to 1821, under the orders of the Government, the
Dewan or Mohafiz had alternately charge of the Police ; and on the 31st
August 1821, on the Rajah becoming of age, the orders of that date,
conferred the charge of the Police on Rajah Sidnath Sing, under the
provisions of Section VI. Regulation XVIIL of 1805 ; and an ikrarna-
ma was filed accordingly by the Rajah on the 8rd September 1821.
No papers have leen found of a date prior to 1821, but the Rajah’s agents
affirm, that in 1806, the Rajah was first called upon to establish Thannas ;
that in-the original settlement of 1793, there was 1o mention of Thap-
nas, but merely a clause binding the Maharajah to take charge of the

Police of his estate, and not to allow robbers or other suspicious persons
to settle within the precincts of his Zemindary ; and that previous to
1806, when he was first desired to maintain Thannas as above-mentioned

(35 )

¥ i ; als s and a
there was no other than the rural Police Ghatwals and Boyas an

E /ours ar i de to
Kutwal at each of the large towns. Kndeavours are being ma

obtain earlier informatfon, but I have great doubts whether any .earlier
ill be found. .
pa}ljirls.)wglhl; Assistant says, that due allowance being made fOT-the}ir
inferior strength in numbers, and the decrea.sed pay they receive, i
considers the Zemindary Police to be as efficient as the G‘n)velinmel'ad
Police, but that they are numerically too few and not sufficiently pai
ies required of them.
forlt;; d"llt‘;;le:re ics1 not, sufficient information to en-able any person to ff)l:mﬂ
a decided opinion of the Rajah’s liabilities. Tf, in 1806, the authovrit}ie:
were justified in ordering him to keep up the existing Thannusi 1210\\ N al
the produce of the estate, and the number of thfa peoIfle have bot h o; ; ed,
the Government would be justified in Llil'ect}ng 11.1111 to provide 1an-
nas of at least double the strength, but it 1s deS{rable that :L'll I.)rjactx-
cable search should be made before any ordf.zrs are issued on this d_lf%‘lCllllt
subject. If the Rajah by his engageme_nt.s, is mere‘Iy ansxx’eltable f'(?lht xi
peace and good conduct of the people living on his possessions, Wit ou.
any mention of establishments, he should be held :?nswemble whenevelv
a case of violent robbery occurs, but if the estabh.sh.xr'lenF of Th&nl‘l&b
is to relieve him from responsibility and the respo?Sbehty is to be shift-
ed to the Darogahs, the Thannas should be efficient, and on the eqsta-
blishment of efficient Thannas, he might be dec}ared lexempt h'f,?m
responsibility, beyond that to which proprietm.“s are liable in the Regu-
This is a matter of much interest, and should not be

lation Districts. in nd
lost sight of, for it is admitted that the existing Police is rotten aud
)

good-for-nothing. o . _—
133. The Chowkeedars of the Hazareebaugh Bazar having represen ¢
to me that they were very irregularly paid and were then muchin
arrear, I called on the Principal Assistant to rep(.)rt on what sy.stem the
Burkundazes were supported, and for what period they were in arrear.
is as follows :—
Th‘? a;:“;zrpi; '_L’:o your letter dated 1st instant, annexing. a petition from
« the Chowkeedars of Hazareebaugh, I have the honor to inform ycu, that
“the pay of the Chowkeedars is annually asse‘ssed by a punchayet, or
« gssessors on the residents, and collected and.d1sb}1rsed to the Chowkee-
« dars, but it appears their pay has only been realized up ta June last,

“leaving a large balance of eight months due .up to the end of
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“ February. I have issued strict orders to endeavour to recover the
‘ amount due to the Chowkeedars.”

13+, The Principal Assistant reports that he has issued strict orders to
endeavour to recover the amount due to the Chowkeedars. No espla-
nation is offered, why such orders were not issued before. ‘

Pusric Buirpiyes.

135. The room in which the Principal Assistant sits is a very good
Office-room in every respect, but the house is much too small for the
Records and Officers, and I never have been in an Office which looked
more dirty, unwholesome, and uncomfortable. The records of the Criminal
Court are in a small mud bungalow adjoining, some on shelves against
the wall, some on benches, some in petarrahs. All the papers since olSSi
have been preserved, according to the Orders promulgated ; nearly one-
half of these records may be destroyed. ) , ’

136. The Treasury is in a verandah room with two open doors. As
far as s‘ecurity is concerned, the treasure might just as well be under a
fsentry in a box on the plain. There being no guard-house, the guard live
in the verandah to the South, which, consequently, in order to their
protection from the weather, is enclosed with jaumps, which make all the
rooms to the South dark, hot and unwholesome,

137, Annexed is a plan of the house, which in fact contains no more
than three rooms with enclosed verandahs. l

138. I propose to add to it on the plan sanctioned for standard
Kutcherries, two rooms 38 x 18, and a treasure-room 16 x 16, Thf; resent
separate Record-room, which is built of mud with a roof of thatch m};d tile
and which the Executive Officer has reported can be repaired onl b,
re-building from the foundation, may be demolished, T

139. A separate guard-house of mud, and roof of thatch and tile. ma
be erected, at a suitable distance from the Kutcherry, or the ex’istinz
Record-room mentioned above, standing close to the Kutcherry, ma; b:
sufficiently repaired to answer the purpose of a guard-house a’t a )crom-
paratively speaking, trifling cost. The white-ants will not eat the , d
but they will soon destroy all the records. .

140. It was proposed in 1851 to convert one of the abandoned
Barrack-ranges into a Kutcherry, but these buildings have all been
condemned. They must be dismantled to within abfew feet of the
ground, for all the interior walls have been pronounced unsafe. To make

l
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one of them fit for a Kutcherry would cost as much as the additions I
have proposed to the present Office, and could not, by any arrangement,
be so convenient, or so Wholesome. The floor of the Barracks is level
with the ground, and consequently for many months, is very damp.
141. 'The place in which the Moonsiff sits, is a mud hut, so dark at

5 o'clock, that I was obliged to have a light to see the interior arrange-
ment. There is a building attached to the Government godown, contain-
ing three rooms, each 18 or 20 feet square. T recommend, that till it shall
Le wanted for some other purpose, the Principal Sudder Ameen and the
Moonsiff be allowed to hold their Courts in this place. Having been for
<ome time made no use of, it will require a little cleaning and repairing.

" 142, The new Kutcherry and dwelling-house at Burree was reported on
the 21st February, as completed all but the fixing the doors and windows,
1 found but one door fixed on the 4th March. The building is very
strong, and admirably suited to the purpose for which it is intended, but
the door-frames used are not all sound* and they will not admit of glass
window frames. The plan of the houses for the servants is bad.
They are very small cells, each with a door ; there
ST T is not a window, or air hole of any description
throughout the building. If, for the sake of economy, it is necessary to
build such places, the chupper should always be raised a few inches from

/\ the wall for the sake of ventilation and light.
! L

148. 'The Jail at Burree was built for un-
der Rupees 100. It consists of three mud
cells  of the same nature, as those I have des-
cribed as intended for the servants. Air and
light are admitted from the door only, so that
to secure a prisoner, it is necessary to confine him without air or light.
The Deputy Magistrate informed me, that it was intended to open
some small windows. The Jail will then be habitable. As might be
expected from the amount expended, the work is bad and the materials
are bad, and although it has not yet been made use of, it already re-
quires repair.

144, The Burree Thanna is open to the same objections. I found
eleven persons confined in a place so dark, that when I entered it about
sunset, though the door was open, T could not discover whether it con-

tained prisoners or not. 1 would strongly recommend, that in future, before

¢ They are old door-frames from the Hazarecbaugh Barracks.
»
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Deputy Magistrates are appointed, the heal-quarters should be prepare
for 'the new official by the crection of the necessary public buildings pThi('
sub‘]?ct requires particular attention, .when it is intended that th.e ne“‘
Magistrate shall be a Native. A European Magistrate of character mfay nof
suffer in influence and powers of usefulness by holding his Office )"in ¢
‘}Tovel, but the difficulties of the position of a Native, plZced for the ﬁrsci
time on the Bench, must be very much increased, by those subject to his
a:;thonty supposing that his dignity and comfort meet with no considert
ation.

Disrrrer JAIL

'l 45, The District Jail is composed of three large wards, built of mud
brick, with tiled roofs, surrounded by a bank and d,itch At the
rate of 20 feet per man, the Jail is capable of contc;tininrr 375
male and 45 female convicts. There is also a ward for pI‘iSOUG:S ‘un-
der tria‘l and a Hospital ward. There are at present 871 men, and 1
woman in confinement. The ward in which Civil prisoners are c’onﬁned
ha's been converted into a work-shop for convicts. I found two Civil
prisoners there, who told me they had to sleep between the looms of the
we.za;;ers. I pointed out to the Assistant, that the two Civil prisouners

o od 1 f 1
;r::e.t lr‘)[:e}j)sl‘fi: dl(r:nz-s.nall empty house built for Burkundazes near the

146. The dietary system prescribed has been carried out, and the
o'rders probibiting opium and tobacco observed. The cost oi,' the sub-
sisteuce of a non-laboring conviet is Rupees 1-4 per month, of a laborin
convict Rupees 1-4-9.  As in Nagpore, the allowance appe’ars to be mori
.t,han Is necessary, seventeen chittacks, including twelve chittacks of rice
is, I believe, more than most men consumein a day. Captain Simpson in:
forms me, that the amount of food to be allowed was fixed under the
Orders of Government, dated 24th November 1851, and that working
prisoners in health allowed two mealsaday, consume the whole quantit;

147. Of the 358 prisoners in the District Jail, 288 are reported as
constantly occupied in repairing the roads and cleaning the station of
Hazareebaugh. I would have a positive order issued, that for the present
no more than 48 men should be employed on those duties, and that the
remaining 240should be employed in bringing from the Hills, and shaping
stones for the walls of the great Agency Jail.  Of course it is desirabi:
that the stones should be shaped at the Hills, where they are found, and

<
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brought to a spot near the Jail afterwards, as there will be so much less
to carry. These 240 men and 60 men from the Agency Jail ought, in.
a very short time, to colldct sufficient stones for the wall.

R Rave, in reporting on the other Districts of this Division
pointed out for especial notice, the effect on the health of the prisoners
of increasing the number: this Jail affords another striking example of
the same consequences. In 1851 the total number of persons in confine-
ment was 3,332, there was not 1 death; in 1852 the number was 4,470,
there were 20 deaths ; in 1853 the number was 4,721, there were 30 deaths.

149. It appears to be maiter for consideration, whether it is necessary
io have two Jails at Hazarcebaugh. It is always more expensive to keep
up two small establishments than one large one. At present there is a
guard of nineteen men at the DistrictJ ail, and another guard of nineteen
mer: at the Agency Jail. I would, when accommodation shall have been
provided, and the Jail made secure, transfer all persons sentenced to above
six months’ imprisonment tothe Great Jail, and keep the District Jail for
male prisoners sentenced tosix months’, and lessthan six months’ imprison-
‘ment, insane patients, Civil prisoners, and women. Bya little contri-
vance, the several wards may be made suitable to these purposes. I
would remove all the womenin the large Jail to this prison. Several
insane persons have been sent to Hazareebaugh, though there is no accom-
modation prepared for them in either Jail. In altering the small Jail,
this subject should receive especial attention.

150. Should these arrangements be made, a guard of a few Burkun-
dazes will suffice for the small Jail, and the Sepoy guard may be with-

drawn.

NEW AGENCY JAIL OR “ PENITENTIARY.”

151. This Jail was established in 1849. The chief building of it was
originally -the Hospital for the European Regiment formerly stationed
here. Additions have since been made, and it is now capable of contain-
ing 696 male and 118 female* prisoners. The number has never yet ex-
ceeded 582, -

152. It appears that the Jail was originally intended merely to receive
drafts of prisoners from the other Jails of the Agency, which are all merely

*+ At the rate of 20 feét per man, which I believe not to be sufficient in the hot months.
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mud huts, with a ditch round them; but prisoners are now sent to this
Jail from other parts of Bengal and from Behar, and at present it con-
tains 453 men, of whom 18 are confined for life and 302 are bad
characters. e .

153.  This Jail appears to me quite unsuited at present for the recep-
tion of prisoners confined for long periods. The buildings are of mud ;
there is no wall ; there is a ditch 6 feet deep, 23 feet wide, and a bank 7
feet high, but the sides of the ditch, and the sides of the bank, are all
sloping. Prisoners, with their fetters on, can get up and down with ease.
On the top of the bank is a-hedge of aloe, but at the expense of a few
scratches, any one may pass through the hedge in any part.

154.  Such ditches are always more or less unwholesome, In heavy

rain, this ditch becomes full of water, which rushes out at the only open-

ing with great velocity. There will always be much expense attending
the maintenance of this fence. The bank is 7 feet high. A wall of that
height would not exclude the air more than the bank does, and it would
be much more useful than the ditch and bank. I would immediately
fill in the ditch and build a stone wall round the Jail. Stone in abun-
dance is to be had close at hand, and the wall could be built by the pri-
soners at no cost, except the lime for the top of the wall, the upper part
of which should be cemented and smoothed.

155.  In conformity with the proposal contained in the Agent’s letter
to the Government, dated the 19th February 1851, one of the ranges of
Barracks, 500 yards from the Jail, has been fitted up asa work-shop, and
in his letters of the 16th September 1852 and 18th February 1853, the
Principal Assistant recommended that three more of the Barrack ranges
should be fitted up for the same purpose. Each range will not hold
more than 150 men at work. The number of prisoners employed on the
work of different trades is now 303, and is fast increasing. The cost of
fitting each range for a work-shop is Rupees 2,000.  They are all
unsafe, and have been condemned. The inner walls, which were of
mud brick only, have to be taken down and re-built from within 6
feet of the ground. The Executive Engineer informs me, that for
less than the sum which the repair of these Barracks will cost, he could
fit up work-shops, which would be more suitable and would hold more
work people, and which might be placed in a better situation. The
Barracks are 500 yards from the Jail. There are many other buildings
near them ; they are difficult to guard, and liable to the great objection

«
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iti icating with
of giving the prisoners constant opportunitics of communicating w
(=]

their friends outside. ‘
156. It appears to nle, that the plan recommended by the Agent in
' : has been in some measure lost

sioht of.  He wrote—¢ It would appoear, that manufactures of wood ayjd
« Diron are by far the most remunerative, which was to be expected, for as
« these materials can be procured in the rough state. close at hand for .a
« very small cost, the proceeds of the sale (?f ar'tlcle's made t-herefrom
« must be nearly all net profit. At the same tmr.xe it might be dlﬂicult. to
¢ find any other branch of manufacture, a practical k?mv{ledge of which
¢ would be better calculated to procure a proper llvellho?d for a man
« when set at liberty to return to the wild country, from which most in-

»” " XK S -
"« mates of the Agency Jail have come.” At present, of 224¥ persons em

ployed in trades, there are only 45 Carpenters and 20 Blacksmiths. I
would make a Blacksmith of every man, who, ignorant of any trade,

had to commence. N .
157t0160. * , * . * o * .
161. Even in this Jail, as in the District J. ail,. the system of locking

up Burkundazes with the convicts at night‘prevzuls. .Two Burku(rlllda,zss

are locked up in each Criminal ward. 1 thml:: the. Jailor can hardly e

considered answerable for the discipline of his Jail when such a plan is

pursued. It is quite unreasonable to expect that t}le. Bu?kundazes will

%)reserve strict discipline, and by so doing incur the ill-will of 100 men

of the worst character, with whom they are to be 1<.)cked up at night.

They can secure their lives only by neglecting their du'ty. I Stl:ongly

recommend that this system of guarding pris:oners. ’t?e» strictly forbidden.

If in consequence of the insecurity of the prison, it 1s necessary that the

* Weaving Clothyeveeueersoiarareanraansrescnsoneenne

INLES, evos rooerarroessocsssaassosessosss 45
Weaving Satringies, «oeececenecrocsees L "
Carpenters, ...' ::: i
Blacksmiths, coes socressaeraracans sanrees "
Basket-makers, . .... "
Tile-MAakers, -cesceoccceorveroseccannne s .
Blanket-TaKerS, e s ce e e o vevnrocmcasoanrenazocscecscene ’
COttOnsClEanErs, «veveoosasessnrenssensssmmaasceoecnns ’
ShOC-NUKETS, vevvevsa o roonraroreamaaessasrassscs s :
MASONS, «-ss-aee sosssses 1
ROPE TNAKELS, < o« s oo ssnnraseennaaeunacessrenne 2
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prisoners should be unceasingly watched, it may be effected by the plan

A I found in the Pooree Jail. The

J \/ ' sentry bokes are so built into the
~ wall of the Jail (A B) thit the
CJ (D sentry can see into all parts of the

_ ward, or if the building is so con-
-l / \ ‘ structed, that the plan cannot con-
B

veniently be adopted, small iron
cages may be introduced ( C D,) large enough for a man to sit in, either
level with the floor, or raised a few feet from the ground.

162, There is a separate ward for females, but it opens into the same

compound as the wards for males, Inall J ails, but especially in such a
Jail as this, the ward for females should be

pound and separate entrance door.
women to the District Jail is not
in this Jail must be provided,

163.  In this Jail also, though the number in confinement has never
equalled the number the Jail is estimated to hold, the percentage of

deaths has steadily increased with the Increasing numbers,
the following fizures :—

apart, with a separate com-
If my proposal to remove all the
approved, more suitable accommodation

as shown by

Year, No. of persons confined. Deaths,
1850, terrnnirnnnnn. .. 2,467 ....... ceriee. 2
18561, cveveniii L, 2,689 ........... ees 4
1852, cveiiaai.. .. E A1 14
1853, cevivnnnannnn.., 6,334 ..... e 25

164, Instead of building a wall round t

the Jail where the ditch now is,
and making the Barracks

ata large expense into inconvenient and unsuit-
able work-shops,* I would considerably enlarge the Jail compound, espe-
cially to the Westward, erect commodious work-shops inside, and, by means
of prison-labor, make the Jail capable of containing 12 or 1,400 people.
165. The climate of Hazareebaugh is suitable to Natives from all parts

of India. Iron, wood, charcoal, coal, and many other articles
able at a very cheap rate.

Iron is 24 to 27 scers per Rupee.

Charcoal is 10 Rupees for a hundred maunds,

Coal is 8 Rupees for a hundrea maunds,

are procur-

* See annexed plan of Hazarcebaugh.
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Saul Timber, 24 + 1, is 5 Rupees 4 annas, and other Wood in
+ proportion.
166. I believe it wduld answer to have all the fetters, pick-axcs,
- The presgnt }aﬂ prices  Spades, &c., required for all other Jails in Benga.l,
ae—Spades, Pick-axes, made in this Jail. There are already twenty pri-
Kst ‘scers perRupee; Hat-  soners employed as Blacksmiths, who could teach
c\‘lqrxtll’ Z-O?EEIi I;ir 7R “JQZ;’ any number of others. There are Carpenters also,
per Rupee. who could make all the handles of the spades, hoes,
&c. As made, they might be sent to Depots at Patna, Moorshedabad and
Caleulta. I would have the Deputy Jailor, Mr. Thurl, sent to Calcutta,
and there instructed in the art of working iron in the manner now most
approved, and then employ him to erect works and instruct the prisoners
in the Jail. He is so apt, I have no doubt of his success.
167. All the work of building the stone wall round the Jail, and ad-
ditional wards, might be performed by the prisoners. There are 240 in
the District Jail available, and 60 in this Jail. As there are many lakhs

of old bricks at Hazareebaugh, may be, it would be cheaper to make the

-wall of brick than of stone—of course the decision of this question must

depend on the opinion of the Officers of the Building Department.

168. The Assistant Surgeon, Dr. J. P. Kelly, requested me to note the
circumstances related in the accompanying letter, respecting the want of
a Writer in his Office, the want of two Dressers for the two Hospitals, the
want of a Native Vaccinator, the introduction of masonry floors, the re-
moval of the Sepoy Hospital from inside the District Jail, and his title to
the allowance of Rupees 50 per mensem for attendance on the Agency Jail
as enjoyed by his predecessor, Dr. Callum. As requested, the lf:tter ls
appended. The increased allowance does not appear to be a subject in
disposing of which I can assist the Government. I am not aware of the
terms in which Dr. Kelly was appointed to Hazareebaugh. If it was then
understood that he was to take charge of the two existing Jails, he can
have no claim to the allowance enjoyed by Dr. Callum. Should the
Agency Jail become an establishment on the scale I have propos.ed, Dr.
Kelly’s claim to compensation, on account of the increased dutlesuthat
will be imposed upon him, may call for consideration.

169. The existing system under which the Civil Surgeon’s Returns
are prepared by the Clerks of the Magistrate’s Office, is certainly open to
many objections. All the English Clerks in all our Offices are over-worked.

There is such a constant tendency to increase in the number of Returns
»
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called for, that out of Caleutta, there is not an Office in which the Clerks can
doall demanded from them in the usual Office hours. Captain Simpson’s
Head Clerk assured me, and T believe there wds but litile exaggeration
i what he said, that he had no time to enjoy either his food“or hi¢ rest ;
that from the beginning to the end of each month, it was one con-
tinued scramble. Of course, under such circumstances, an application
from the Surgeon to have copies of several Statements made was very
unwelcome, and if it was necessary to incur the displeasure of either his
immediate master or the Civil Surgeon, he would excuse himself the task
of preparing the Surgeon’s forms. The arrangement appears to me an
objectionable one, as so very likely to cause disagreement between the
Magistrate and the Surgeon, which is always productive of mis-
chief,

170.  Reference being had to the usual quantity of writing, which
falls on a Civil Surgeon, it can hardly be said that a Civil Surgeon can-
not have time to prepare the Statements himself, and copy his own letters,
but copying letters and ruling Statements are, it must be allowed, very
irksome tasks, '

171. T have recommended that another Writer may be allowed in
Captain Simpson’s Office, making four for all Departments. It may be
well to provide, that this Writer is to devote five days in each month to
the scrvice of the Assistant Surgeon, who shall be entitled to call for the
writer whenever he may require him, provided the limitation of five days
in each month be not exceeded.

172, Dr. Kelly represents, that there is not a Dresser in either of the
Jail Hospitals. I have not with me any information as to the usual
Hospital establishments.  Primé facie, 1 should say, that a Dresser was
the next most necessary person in a Hospital establishment to the Sur-
geon himself. If all the other Jails in Bengal have Dressers, I would
allow Dressers in these Jails. If all the Bengal Hospitals are without
Dressers, it will be reasonable to conclude that a Hospital can get on
without a Dresser at Hazareebaugh.

173, Timagine it is not unusual to teach some prisoner, who from
infirtity, or from medical predilections, has excited the compassion of
the Civil Surgeon, to perform the office of Dresser, and he is always
entered on the books as in attendance in the Hospital. Such an arrange-
ment appears to me, free from any serious objection. It may happen,
that the man selected for Dresser is in Jail for inflicting a wound that

13
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was not dressed, and should be subjected to severe punishment, .bl.lt upon
the whole, I do not think such an arrangement should be prohibited. .

174, As Dr. Kelly represents that the people are opposed t(} Vacei-
natien, ciftumstances are not at present favorable fo‘r the appou?tment
of a Native Vaccinator. He should endeavour by his own exer-tlons to
overcome this prejudice, and having convinced the peoplfa of their error,
then ask for assistance to carry into full effect a more.rujmo?al sys?em.

175. Mud floors in a Jail cannot be good, for it is impossible to
effectually clean them. I recommend that the floors of all the wards
should be bricked in the usual manner. .

176. I found in this Jail charpoys with rattan bottoms, which on
being first questioned, the Jailor and others represented were much ap(; |
proved, but on being asked as to the prevalence of vermin, he allowe.
that all were full of bugs, which no washing could remove. There is
no doubt that to keep prisoners off the ground in a damp Jail, t?lere is
no plan like.planks. I question, whether it is necessary to raise the
planks. If every morning, each prisoner took his two planks up and

. placed them against the wall of the ward, so as to allow both floor and

planks to be aired, I do not believe any hurtful damp would ever pass
g n. _ '

tha(:;;h ji;e to the removal of the Sepoy Hospital from ir.xside the Jzu.l,
the objection is really of little value, for, saving a small dl.tcl'], the J ail
stands on the plain. However, the removal of the mud bull(.lmg outside
the gate may be effected by the prisoners, and I would have-lt done, and
place it near the gate of the Agency Hospital. z}s there will al.wa.ys be
a strong guard at the Agency Jail, this locality will enable the. sick occa-
sionally to see their friends and will be convemex‘lt for the Med:c‘al Officer.
178. It behoves me to make particular mention of Mr. \\.7. Thurl, the
Deputy Jailor. I liave heard from sgveral quarters a very lngl'l chamctejr
of this young man, his steadiness, perseveraflce and mgen}uty. It 1s
said to be entirely through his tact and dexterity, that the prisoners have
been instructed in the many trades in which they are now employed.
There are few in the employ of the Government, who 'do so much for
Rupees 20 per mensem. Should the Hazareebaugh Jail .be enlarge(% as
Ihave proposed, Mr. Thurl’s services may be very uéeful in that' Institu-
tion, otherwise there must be many position§ in \.vhlch the services o.f a
person, with his extraordinary facility of turning his hunds to any calling,

would be extremely valuable and convenient.
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ESTABLISIIMENT.

179.  On the establishment in the Revenue Department, there is but
one Writer with a salary of Rupees 70. In the'Civil Department there
isa Writer on Rupees 25, in the Criminal Department a Writer on Ripees
20. Iknow it to be impossible that three persons should perform all
the duties of all the Offices. On a revision of all the establishments in
the Collectorships of Bengal, three Writers were allotted as necessary in
an ordinary Collectorship, and nearly all the Returns prepared in a
Collectorship, are required from these Offices :—

e 1850. 1851, 1852.  1833.
The Statements furnished were in.. 831 885 451 463%
The letters written were ........ 698 703 629+ (92

180. There is an order ruling that the Statements required from the
Civil Surgeon, shall be prepared by the Writer in the Magistrate’s Office.
Dr. Kelly complained to me, that- he never can find the Writer in that

Department at leisure, and he is consequently found fault with for not

timely farnishing the Returns from his Office. I recommend that another

Writer on Rupees 20 per mensem be allowed for the Revenue Depart-
ment of the Principal Assistant’s Office.

181.  The Principal Assistant represents, that the reduction in the

number of Chuprassees and Burkundauzes cannot now be carried out,
masmuch as two Chuprassees are, by order of the Agent, directed to
attend the Civil Surgeon, and that he considers the establishment, as it
at present stands, too weak for the duties required of it, that “the Chup-
“ rassees are all required for the processes of Court, realiz
“ yenue, and other duties connected with the Office.”

182.  Asthe two Jails, which the Medical Officer hasat present to attend
to, are one and-a-half miles apart, I

ation of re-

am not disposed to recommend that the
two Chuprassecs, which the Agent directed should be placed at his dis-
posal, should be reduced. I do not think that the Principal Assistant

shows any sufficient reason for retaining the other three Chuprassees, for

Peadahs should be used for all processes of Court, whether for the reali-
zation of revenue, or for other purposes.
183.* But a second Kalassee should be allowed. These Officers are

expected to pass a considerable portion of their time in Camp, and one

* There have been 24 additional periodical Statements added to the list since 1850,
t This decrease was oceasioned by Ietters submitting Statements being discontinued.

<

Kalassce is not sufficient, he can neither pitch, nor strike a tunt..

‘ < 3
would reduce two Chuprassees and seventcen Burkundauzes, making
the reduction Rupees 70 instead of Rupees 88 as proposed by Mr, Craw-

bl ‘
ford.*

F

EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGNERS.

184. In reporting on Chota NagpoTe, I have {ecommendeﬁl.eslie‘ci:i
interference, with a view to the immediate up-rootmg of. the. vicious s:y y
tem under which the whole patronage of that Dlstm:,t is bfzsltox.\?
upon foreigners. The same system, though n.ot so entirely exc }1s1\ e,
prevails in Hazareebaugh. I have not y.et I‘BCEIVCd. from. the Governor
(eneral’s Agent the return called for; its preparation will o?cui)ly SODH-:
time, but I heard enough at Hazareebaugh and 'other places mf Olfeﬁ i
trict to warrant my stating that as regards the higher classes o ;ers,
there is but little difference ; among the lower classes, Chupmsseles, ur;
kundauzes, &c., a few Natives will be found. Though the employmen

of the inhabitants of the Hazareebaugh District is not to be regarded as a

measure of such political prudence, as the employment of the pfzople of
Nagpore, their exclusion is but little less unjust, and I would insist on
the?r bei;)g introduced into the Service whenever opportunity offered.

SALT.

185. Cuttack Salt isssold at Hazareebaugh re'tAail at about Ru!)ee‘sﬁ5
per maund. It is brought for the most part vid ‘Keongurh, Chmbz.tsza,
Seraikela, Echagurh, Sillee, and Ramgurh. Somgtlmes for sl.l(;jrt lfjmi ?,
it is procurable at a less cost than 5 Rupees retail, z.md consi Era ybesi
wholesale. The quantity brought to Hazareeba.ugh 18 ?stlmate at a bou

6.000 maunds per annum. Besides this, conmflerable quantities
ireoifak;n Westward to Chittra and places in that nelghbo;:rhgd. In
short it appears that there is no oilesr 1Stalt now brought to the Hazaree-

oh Distri ale, but Cuttack Salt.
bmll;}(li.DLIStrjlan:pfgrrtisng on Chota Nagpore, I mentioned that Salt fI‘OI;l the
Cuttack Colah Kypara, was procurable there at ab(‘mt RupeeEs; »4 per
maund. The cost of taking a maund' of Salt from Rau.lcheehto azarf;)e;
bangh, the road being exceedingly dlfﬁcul-t over two high {;; dt;, ;my o
5 or 6§ annas which would make the price at Hazareebaug . upe(:l
4-5 or Rupees 4-6. As it must be cheaper, brought by Sillee an:
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Ramgurl than by Rainchee, I have no doubt that wholesale transactions

take place at Rupees 4-3 and Rupees 4-4 per maund.

187. I amnot aware, whether any formal ‘orders hme ever been
passed, declaring that Cuttack Salt might be carried to any part 6f the
Districts under the Governor General’s Agent, in the South- West Fron-
tier. It is said that Lieutenant Colonel Ouseley systematically encouraged
the traffic, and as Rowannahs are granted in Cuttack for Hazareebaugh,
it is evident the Authorities of that Province conceive that the whole
Agency is open to the Cuttack merchants. In the Code of Rules drawn
up for the guidance of the Cuttack Salt Agent by Mr. Blunt, when
Commissioner of Cuttack, export to Singhboom was sanctioned.

188. In those days the authority of the Agent was confined to Sing-
bhoom, and the neighbouring Tributary Mehals. May be, when the juris-
diction of the Agency was extended, the subject of the importation of
Cuttack Salt into the Provinces then transferred from the neighbouring
Districts, passed without observation, and not having been since brought
forward for discussion, has remained unprovided for.

189.  Small quantities may be taken North and North-west into the
Districts of Behar, but hitherto, I should say, very small quantities, the
demand throughout all these Districts being still inadequately supplied ;
but the Kypara sales will go on increasing fast, and in all probability
large quantities will be carried to Shergotty and the South parts of
Monghyr and Bhaugulpore, and would be carried into Beerbhoom, were
it not for the cheap Salt, which, reporting on Putulia, I have mentioned
as being procurable in the neighbourhood of Bishenpore.

190. So long as the sales at Kypara for Chota Nagpore and Haza-
reebaugh shall not exceed two lakhs of maunds, I do not think there is
occasion to be uneasy about the import into the Behar Provinces; but
should the sales exceed that quantity, it might be worth while to take
measures for controlling the traffic.

RoAps.

191 It having come to my notice, that it was usual in Chota
Nagpore, whenever a public Officer was about to proceed into the in-
terior, to direct that the roads should be put in repair, I requested the
Governor General's Agent to inform me, whether the Zemindars were
bound by their engagements to keep the roads in repair.

{
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192. The Agent reported, that the custom of repairing the roads,
when public Officers v1s1te(l the Mofussil, appears to have existed in
the Lohardpgga and other Districts for many years, long before the
formatlolg of the Agency in 1833, but that he had been unable to find
any documents connected with the subject ; that the decennial settle-
ment engagement of the Maharajah of Chota Nagpore contained no
stipulation binding him to repair the roads of his estate, but that he
was bound to make and repair his Zemindary bridges. Mr. Allen
further represented, that though the Zemindars and others apparently
had no objection to repair the roads occasionally according to the
ancient, usage of the country, he believed that they would be unwilling
to undertake any regular system of annual repairs, which, under existing
engagements, could not be pressed upon them.

193. In Hazareebaugh it is not usual to call on the Zemindars to
vepair the roads previous to the Assistant proceeding on his annual
tour, but the Assistant says, that on several occasions he has observed
that the Zemfndars and heads of villages have, of their own accord,

~cleared the jungle roads and approaches to the several localities. I

am unwilling to propose, that a custom, which appears to have originat-
ed entirely in civility and good-will, should be converted into a demand

" founded on prescription. I would let things remain as they are.

194. I have already proposed, in reporting on Nagpore, that the new
road from Hazareebaugh to Govindpore and through Golah to Rainchee,
should immediately be made practicable by cutting down and smoothing
the approaches to the hollows, over which it is intended eventually to place
bridges, and that the ditches cut in each side should be filled up at
intervals, so as to stop the current and prevent the accumulation of water,
and the consequent formation of ravines.

195. I learnfrom the Executive Engineer, that Rupees 1,000 per an-
num is to be expended on the bridges of this road. It would be better to
lay out Rupees 5,000 at once in bridging the most difficult places, and then
for five years to do no more than make such annual repairs as I have
recommended for all the fair-weather roads, viz. smoothing and jungle
cutting, immediately on the cessation of the rains.

GraxND TRUNK RoAD.
196. My instructions did not say what matters connected with the

Grand Trank Road, I should regard as within the scope of my inquiries,
h
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but I availed myself of the opportunity afforded by my march down g
portion of the road to note the efficiency of the new Police force, to whom
the safety of travellers is now trusted. In so 'large a force, all collected
within a short space of time, of course some are more intellig‘en't than
others. They were all, or nearly all, new men. There are a good many,
who have a very indistinet notion of the duties of a road Policeman, of
guarding travellers without allowing them to suffer inconvenience from
the interference. On several occasions, 1 observed thét a traveller had
no sooner sat down to rest himself, than he was told to be up and off. Tliis
will improve. Kvery man-that can read should be furnished with a copy
of the Rules, and thoge who cannot read should be made to learn them by
heart from dictation,

197.  There is a remarkable difference between the state of the Division
under the Deputy Magistrate of Burrce and the Division under the
Deputy Magistrate of Govindpore, In Burree the Chowkee-houses are all
finished, and are good of their kind, and the establishment appeared alert,
In Govindpore the Chowkees are unfinished, when finished they will be
very inferior to those in the Bwree Division, and the Officers of the esta-
blishment appeared inert and indifferent. The Deputy Magistrate of
Govindpore assured me, that he had had no concern in the building of the
Chowkee-houses, the work having been made over by the PrincipaloAssist—
ant of Purulia to contractors, who had deceived him and embezzled a
part of the money. If an arrangement be not immediately made for
securing the ercction of such houses as have been built in the Hazaree-
baugh Division, there will be loss and disappointment.

198.  The Cutcherry at Govindpore is on a very bad plan. It is one
large room, which should be divided into one good Kutcherry-room
an_d small rooms for “malkhana,” records, &e. ,

199. MMr. Allen thinks it would be advantageous to make the Grand
Trunk Road Police a sort of Gensd'armes d’¢lite, and to recruit them
only from the ordinary Police, admitting no man into the Corps who
had not served for sometime with credit in the other branch of the Ser-
vice, and who could not produce good testimonials of character and
conduct. I do not think a Burkundauz of the old Police, on Rupees 4,
would readily exchange into the new Police on Rupees 5. It is, I be-
lieve, estimated, that no Burkundauz of the old Police any where makes

less than from Rupees 10 to 12 per mensem. The new Police will not,
asa body, double their salaries ; there are so many of them, a new man
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[
appears so frequently, travellers will be tired of fecing and very soon
give it up.

"0() Tt appears that”at present the new Police are forbidden from
holdma Jjnquiries ; if inquiry is necessary, they are to call on an Officer
of the old Police. Coming along the road shortly after day-light, on
the morning of the 9th March, South of Rajgunge, we found the bodies
of two young women lying dead by the road-side. On being questioned,
the Jemadar said he had no authority to make any inquiry as to how
they came by their death; that in all probability they had died of
cholera in the gharry in which they were proceeding, and when dead
had been thrownout, and left by their friends where we found them ;
Lut that he could make no inquiry, he could only inform the old Police.
Now in this case, the only chance of ascertaining who these people were,
was to send a Sowar on forthwith to the Chuttecs on either side, to
question all travellers in gharries respecting them. It was evident from
their feet and legs, that they were not foot passengers. To call in the old
Police was to lose time, and with it the only probable chance of discover-

~ing under what cireumstances these two persons had lost their lives. I

thivk it deserving of consideration, whether the new Police should not
be allowed to hold inquiries and immediately follow up any clue they -
may have to the perpetrators of a crime committed on the road. .

201. The Digwars of the old Police are still at work. I observed in
several places, considered dangerous with reference both to thieves and
tigers, « michans” crected by the road-side, on which the guardian sat
and watched the passers-by. On cach occasion, it was a michan for the
Digwars, not for the new Police.

902. Inreporting on Cuttack, I represented, that I saw objection to
having Burkundauzes and common Mofussil Chowkeedars posted together,
that the Chowkeedars would have to perform all the work, It is the same
with these Digwars. No new Police Burkundauz will get into the michan,
as long as there is a Digwar to send there. I would remove the Digwars
entirely from the road : they are much required in other parts. The Rajah
of Ramgurh has applied for permission to take the Digwars off the road,
and to employ them elsewhere. I would accede to lus request, On the
TrunL Road, with the existing estajssif

inquire
l)o dispensed
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with, and their lands resumed and assessed. The Rajah, who provides
the Police of several Thannas, says, he has occasion for their service
elsewhere ; that they were brought from elsewhere and placed on the
old road, and removed from the old road to the new road ; that beihe no
longer wanted for the new road, he will remove them to where t;hey
originally were, or employ them where they are more wanted. Captain
Simpson, in a letter to the Governor General’s Agent, dated 7th January
last, says—* If these men are dispensed with in consequence of the ne\.v
“road Police, T suppose the Zemindars might be considered liable to
“ afford this much towards, defraying the expenses of the new Govern-
“ ment Police ;” but if the case is, as stated by the Rajah, he is entitled
to the service of any man who may be released from service on the new
road.  The subject requires much more close inquiry than it has yet
received. Under the head of “ Police,” I mentioned that I failed to
obtain from the Principal Assistant any information as to the oricinal
compact with the Maharajah of Ramgurh, the papers not being atcpre-
sent in his Office. i

204+ Having travelled along the road for about seventy-five* miles
on horseback, T had good opportunity of observing its condition
For this distance, it is by far the best road I ever saw any where:
with the exception of about two miles near Burree, where some ne\\j
stone has been laid down and where the road has been cut into ruts, it
is all as hard as iron, and as smooth as a board. It is better than t,he
best part of any one of the stone roads in Caleutta. With suitable
carriages and horses, there is no reason why travelling on this road
should not always be performed at the rate of ten miles per hour.

205. The Bungalows I saw are for the most part in good condition
excepting those at Topchancy and Fitkoree, which I understand aurf,i
about to be repaired. The cutlery and crockery are in some places
much worn and in others short. I reported to the Executive Engineer
in charge of the road what things appeared to be wanting. 7

206. It appears to me a mistake not to have a newc Police Station
betwfgen Muddoopore and Rungamuttee. The distance is six-miles, and
they are said to be, and always to have been, the worst miles of" the
road, which here passes at the foot of the Parosnath Hill,

* From Buree to TFitkorce.
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207. The jungle is thick, wild beasts abound, and travellers all
greatly fear this stage. It is said to be very unhealthy and there is
nd water. The parties at Muddoopore and
ateach. Rungamuttee are both stronger than usual, it
being intended that they should constantly patrol
in the direction each of the other. But there cannot be a doubt, T
think, that to leave the worst part of the road without a post, merely
because it is the worst, is a mistake. I would establish a Police Station
in the middle of this space, relieving the Burkundauzes every third day.
From Rungamuttee or Muddoopore, a good well should be sunk and a
large lantern placed over the door to be always lighted at sunset and kept
lighted till day-break. In a very few weeks wild beasts and thieves
would disappear.

208. The people stationed at Muddoopore, complain that the water
there makes every body ill. It cannot be otherwise ; the only water they
have is a tank formed by a dam across a hollow, into which decayed
vegetation is washed from the Hills in the rains to rot and poison people

2 Burkundanzes,

2 Sowars, N
2 Chowkeudars,

_ for the rest of the year. A good large well is very necessary at this place,

especially if my proposal to establish a post in the forest between Muddoo.
pore and Rungamuttee should not be approved. At other places com-
plaints were made that the wells were dry or getting dry. 1If they have
not lately been cleaned, it would be well to have them all examined, and
if necessary, deepened.

209. The Deputy Magistrate at Govindpore, represented, that the
tank in that station was nearly dry and that he had no well. He pro-
posed that a tank should be dug on the low ground af some distance from
the Kutcherry, but I think it would be better to deepen considerably, a
large tank already existing close to the Kutcherry. In these parts, the
water of tanks on low ground is always unwholesome, decayed vegeta-
tion from the Hills is washed into them, and the water soon becomes poi-
sonous. A good well should also be sunk between the house and the
Kuteherry of such a depth as to secure a supply of water at all seasons,

210. The parapets along the raised roads, near bridges (which are
very necessary, for in some places there is a drop of upwards of twenty
feet, and almost all travellers travel at night and without lamps,) are all
of mud, which of course is washed away in the rains, and towards the
end of the season, the parapets nearly disappear altogether. There is

stone in almost every river. The parapets should be made of loose
b
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sto.nes aft.er the nianner of the fences in some parts of Engl
a little thicker and heavier. If the top layer of stone b n]g o
cemented, such parapets will last as long as the Uridhﬂre @ e shoped nd
o f}});l.‘Viili] ;;Ii elarge1 trees on that side of the roacol, in which the ‘Tele-
grapl i en placed, 'lmve been cut down. I must supp(;se that
s was ound to be unavoidable, but the way-worn on this mos %
road will greatly feel their loss. et ey
9 ,
e rud Shvin o i o e 8 mep o
« gt galows and chuttees, and dik houses, wi
the distances correct, were printed or lithograp ; 0 e
rate. ’.l‘he Post Office map, published b; tlieh(;;tp{ti;lr ls)(:)lfit "\l; :?t Chg“P
neral, is useful, but being on a scale of sixteen inches tob'LAna: it i
not always to be distinguished to which marks the names‘beln(iv ol
a q.uarter of an inch making a difference of four miles. a Otno" {lllnd
hanng that map only for his guide may sometimes be ;n " incon.
venienced. . e e
2.]3. It is impossible to imagine a more fit object on which a Nati
desirous of laying out a considerable sum in charity, might alllv?’
money, than «the establishment of assistance for the ’sickoon iﬁ‘fn( 4
Tl.le GOVf:I‘nIllellt has now made ample provision asainst wild bea:z roa((lll
thieves, it remains for the philanthropist to prov;de aid & o
ey, or the sick and
214. As all travellers will continue to travel by this road to tl
North-west till the Railroad shall be open to Benares, there iszt t'llo 't N
ff)r rt?tllrns on expenditure in improving travelling b;r this routS l (t;me
sidering the state of the road, the rate of travt:alling is still ‘e.f :1“'
most part, very bad. The first requisite is assistance at t};e 1(,) :rH'lllf}
Contractors should establish stables at the foot of the long Hills ncdl o
horseé, with light boys, always ready harnessed, to help ecz,n,ch ringo o
the hill, and return immediately to the post at the bottom Ca;”age oy
stagti:s, it would double the rate of travelling, and double .th nlmany
o.f time during which their horses will secr,ve them. All eh e
riages which leave Calcutta, loaded as almost all pa.ssen er t ?chfm
sist oh loading them, are too much for one horse excegtr: o d md-
level.. After leaving Burdwan, for two hundred mil;s thgre 0in ‘}"1 (:;I
a mile of level road. The increased pace on the d’eclivitiesS ot
make up for repeated stoppages on the acclivities : with assistancecxillllzzf

ever the Hills exceed 300 5 i ile, ni
: yards or above one-sixth of a mile, nine miles
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per hour may, I think, be maintained even with the inefficient arrange-

ments which now prevail for providing horses.
)
» SCHOOL.

915. There is no Government School at Hazareebaugh. I endeavour-
ed to make the Rajah of Ramgurh understand that it behoved a Maha
Rajah who held a Zemindary embracing seven Police Thannas and
paying only Rupees 28,000 revenue, to do something for the people of
the District, and I suggested that it would be greatly to his credit
if he established a School, or a Hospital, or both at Hazareebaugh.
The Rajah said that if he expended any money on such establishments,
he should prefer having them near his own residence at Ichak. He
promised to consider the subject, but T fear he has Jittle intention of
acting on my suggestions. At present I do not recommend that a
Government School should be established at Hazarcebaugh. There

would be no advantages commensurate with the expense, but I think

there would be much advantage in the gratuitous distribution of the

cheapest elementary School-books to the Village Schools, as T have

recommended in reporting on the other Divisions.

IroxN.

916. The Officiating Executive Engineer, Lieutenant Scott Mon-
crieff, who has shown much anxiety to promote all improvements con-
nected with the department in which he is employed, and who met me
at Purulia, Chota Nagpore, and Hazareebaugh, has furnished me with
some statistics respecting the iron of Hazareebaugh, which may be
useful. )

217. Specimen No. 3 is sold in the Hazareebaugh Bazar, at 35 seers
per Rupee, or Rupees 29-15 per ton. No. 4 is sold in the Bazar at 24
43-5-6 per ton. Specimen marked A, which I

seers per Rupee, or Rupees
Rupees per maund, about thirty maunds,

procured from Buldeea, at 2
such as specimen A, might now be procured at Buldeen per day. May
be the quantity might be increased, but not much at that price. With
cost at Rupees 2 per maund, what would be the cost of working up
ailway trains or other large works, it is

these specimens into iron fit for r
There is no place in the Haza-

for a practical person to determine.
reebaugh District, where so much iron is procurable at a short notice as at

¥
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Buldeea, and it appears these Works would be about two months in turn-
ing out sufficient iron to make a mile of trams. The produce could be in-
creased, but not I think without a rise in price. * .

218. I have, in another place, mentioned that Coal is to lze flad at
Rupees 8 per hundred maunds, Charcoal at Rupees 10 per hundred
maunds ; Limestone is procurable in any quantity at 12 annas per ton.

219. Mr. Moncrieff writes to me as follows, regarding the iron of
Hazareebaugh :—

“ As you have requested me to collect any information relative to the

iron ore found in this District, I herewith forward some specimens
which have been collected in the vicinity.
“ Specimens, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, are found within two miles of

EN

-
~

Hazareebaugh in a quautity of sand-stone rocks. The ore is there seen

~

in layers with the sand, but the veins of iron are very thin. The rains
have washed great quantities of it into a stream below, whence it is
collected by the Natives, as in specimen No. 1, and after being washed
(Specimen No. 2,) it is once melted and sold in the bazar at 35 seers
per Rupee as per Specimen No. 3.

“ The iron made from this is said to be soft but good. A limited quan-
tity is to be had in the stream, but I should think any quantity might
“ be procured in the rock.

-
~

-
a

-

a

-~

“ Specimen, No. 4, is found in a small village about fourteen miles
from Hazareebaugh. It is dug out from a few feet below the surface of
the ground, and after being once melted, as in the accompanying speci-
men, is sold in the bazar for 24 seers per Rupee. The iron from this
is said to be very hard and brittle. Any quantity of this may also be

4

~
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~

<
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procured.
“ Coal is also to be had in great abundance in the vicinity, though the
“ Natives have never yet made any use of it.

“ A large vein of coal, as per specimen, crops out on a hill side about
“ ten miles from this, from whence it is brought and sold in the bazar at
“ Rupees 7 or 8 per hundred maunds. This price, however, might be much
“ reduced by making a proper road to the coal field.
“ With reference to the price at which cast-iron may be manufactured
here, and sold in the Caleutta market, I am afraid it would require one
practically connected with a foundry to make a correct estimate. I
“ observe it stated in the Friend of India, of the 23rd instant, that the
“ East India Railway Company would at present gladly pay .£7 per ton

L
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it therefore remains for a practical

possible for iron ore,
margin, and

«for iron;
Specimen No. 3,Co’s ¢« man to state whether it be

: » o “ . - - er
% fﬁ’cﬁﬁeﬁek?ﬁ, Co’s “ with price as given above and as p s, o
s | s roduc
ts 43-0-6 peg ton « with coals at Rupees 2 per ton, to P! ! ool
, 20 per ton being deducted

o ton, (Rupees ;
:sron at or under Rupees 50 per ton, ‘ o
¢ for conveyance to Calcutta.) That he may be able to com.e 'to a satis
. ] o -
s factory conclusion, 1 ma; mention that kunkur and all building mate
 fac ) y * g

‘ 33
- are extremely cheap here. '
s vl s particulars should be communicated to

bly may be of use to them.

¢ rals,

990. I recommend that these .

the Officers of the Railway. They posst
*
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apyice of kunkur, 12 annas per to



No. 17.
To
H. Rickerrs, EsqQuire,
Member, Sudder Bourd of Revenue,
(On Deputation,)
Stm, Hazarcebeugh

.I HAVE the honor to bring to your notice the following stat
ments with regard to matters connected with the performanceoof ‘
public duties, as Medical Officer of this Station. ’

2. .In the first place, I have the honor to request your particul:
attf?ntlon to the fact, that T experience very great difficulty in hl;vin" tlt
various periodical Reports and Returns of my Office prepared witho
degree of celerity, owing to the circumstance of the Macistrate’s \Vr';1 n
not being able to afford me aid, till such time as they :nay h't;'e 1 il n
from the duties of their own Office, and the consequence is th;t the SII:
turns, &c., from my Office, are always in arrears. K considc‘i b;
amount of work has to be performed for my Office, as I have no less tzll :
three separate Establishments under my charce, and Returns, & b l‘ m"
to. be. furnished periodically for each. Th: establishments’ arc., 11%1‘1
District Jail, monthly average number of Prisoners for 1853 406:— ti
Agency Jail, mouthly average number of prisoners for 1853 ;5”10" y
the Sepoy Hospital, monthly average number of Troops fo,r 18“565, Ia(lil;
The Reports and Returns for these three Establishments am;) ’ t t_
twelve Monthly, besides Quarterly, Half-Yearly, and Annual Run t(
& &c, and about one hundred public or service letters per annumepoFr S‘
all this Office work I have to depend upon the casual aid of the .M rr'OI
trate.’s Writers, and it is only after much difficulty, and delay, that Iao-1 N
?btaan the preparation of the various documents, AItowetheJr’ the 'Ca'II{l
in my Office is sufficient to employ one writer attending Bail ;nd I ‘;01'
therefore that you will be pleased to recommend that ZWriZe,ar b t’cam}?t
ed'f,o my Office, especially as a Meteorological Register has to eba kC :
daily, the number of observations amountins to ?wenh ~fou o
stated and different periods of the day, and an; necessary, {)r ufavoidabl
absence on my part, causes gaps in the Register, thc;reb renO(; ; :
the same com]garatively useless aud of no value, ’ ” e

7, at four
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8. The Sepoy Hospital has attached to it one Native Doctor and
one Dresser, but the two Jails, have but one Native Doctor each and
0 Dresse'r,,)and T would therefore beg to recommend that a Dresser be
attached to cach of the two Jails, )

4, There is no Native Vaccinator at this Station, and I beg therefore
that T may be permitted. to entertain one, for although the Natives are
averse to the practice of vaccination, yet I am of opinion, that every
available means should be employed to induce them to adopt this most
desirable practice, and abandon their own system of Small-pox Inocu-
lation. ‘ .

5. T would also beg to recommend, that all the mud floors in the
District Jail be made pucka throughout, such floors being more condu-
cive to cleanliness, and at the same time, were each prisoner allowed
some planks, in all some three feet wide, whereon to sleep, all danger of
any ill effects from dampness, &e., would, in my opinion, be almost
entirely obviated. This plank bed might be deemed preferable to a char-
poy, and could be placed on small supports of masonry, so that the

% bed” could be removed daily.

6. Ialso beg to suggest the propriety of removing the Sepoy Hos-
pital from the District Jail, and erecting one for the use of the Troops,
in some locality that may hereafter be deemed the most eligible.

7. Lastly, I beg to be permitted to request that you will be pleased
to bring to the notice of Government, the fact of my not receiving any
extra allowance for attendance on the Agency Jail, (distant nearly two
miles from the District Jail,) whereas my predecessor, Dr. Callum, drew
Rupees 50 monthly, for such extra duty, under the orders of Government,
dated No. 812, 10th May 1847, to which orders I beg that reference
may be made as no copy of the same is to be found in this Office.

8. In conclusion, I beg most respectfully to observe, that my allow-
ances at this Station, as Civil Assistant Surgeon, amount to Rupees 350
and Rupees 20 monthly as Head-money for the Troops, being in all but
Rupees 370 monthly, (and no other extra whatever,) for medical charge
of the Station, nearly 1,000 prisoners, in two separate Jails, situated
nearly two miles from each other, and 162 Sepoys, being Rupees 50
monthly less than is granted to 2 Medical Officer in charge of a Regi-
ment, or even of a wing of a Regiment. I trust therefore that my claims
to this extra allowance of Rupees 50 monthly, for extra duty as being
in medical attendance on the Agency Jail, (and as being o separate

3
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charge from that of the Station and District Jail) may meet with du
consideration, and that Government may be pleased at once to sanctio
the grant to me of the allowance in questiorf, as drawn by my prede
cessor, Dr. Callum. I beg also to state, in support of my {laim to the
extra allowance, as drawn by Dr. Callum, the fact, that since the depar
ture of Dr. Callum, the number of prisoners confined in the Agency Jai
has been nearly doubled, the average of prisoners having been at th
period of Dr. Calium’s departure but 300, whereas for the past year the
average was no less than 552.
I have, &ec,
(Signed)  J. P. KELLY,
Civil Assistant Surgeon.
HAzAREEBAUGH,
2nd March 1854.}
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 MEMORANDUM
B 17 oF

PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT.

Paga. 5. That Mr. Babyngton’s house and ground be purchased for
6,000 Rupees, if not to be had for less.
28. That the taxes on trades be continued.
30. That the settlement made by the Assistant be nllowed to stand
for seven years. :
34, That the Ferry collectlons, those in deposit and those collected in | S
future, be expended in improving the town. vy
37. That a Head Master be appointed to the Sumbhulpore School,
who will agree to remain there for two years.
 38. That the School-master and the Doctor appointed to Sumbhulpore
should, if possible, be fit companions for the A ssistant, and that the Offi-
cer in command of the detachment of Troops should be a European. *
~ 39. That Sumbhulpore should be transferred to Cuttack. That if
Sumbhulpore be transferred, Shonpore and Byracole be transferred also ;
that it be considered, whether it would not be advisable to transfer all
the estates South of the Mahanuddee, and that the Rajahs of the estates
~ so situated be called upon to state whether they have any objeotaons to
' the transfer.

(Signed) = HENRY RICKETTS.



MEMORANDUM
or

PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT.

————

Para. 5. That Mr. Babyngton’s house and ground be purchased for
6,000 Rupees, if not to be had for less.

28. That the taxes on trades be continued.

30. That the settlement made by the Assistant be allowed to stand
for seven years.

34. That the Ferry collections, those in deposit and those collected in
future, be expended in improving the town.

37. That a Head Master be appointed to the Sumbhulpore School,
who will agree to remain there for two years.

38. That the School-master and the Doctor appointed to Sumbhulpore
should, if possible, be fit companions for the A ssistant, and that the Offi-
cer in cornmand of the detachment of Troops should be a European. °

39. That Sumbhulpore should be transferred to Cuttack. That if
Sumbhulpore be transferred, Shonpore and Byracole be transferred also ;
that it be considered, whether it would not be advisable to transfer all
the estates South of the Mahanuddee, and that the Rajahs of the estates
so situated be called upon to state whether they have any objections to
the transfer. '

(Signed) ~ HENRY RICKETTS.
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E SUMBHULPORE.

e »

THE area of Sumbhulpore is estimated to be 10,800 square miles, the
population is supposed to be at 2,76,416. The area, I think, must be
considerably over-estimated. The truth will soon be learned from Lieu-
tenant Saxton’s survey.

2. Though no European has for long together continued healthy at
Sumbhulpore, Mr. Campbell does not consider, the climate so prejudicial

~ to health as it has been supposed to be. The unhealthy period is from -

the middle of September to November. Though the heat is extreme in
April and May, those months are not unhealthy. The close damp heat
that prevails during the rains in Bengal is never felt at Sumbhulpore.
Mr, Campbell is of opinion, that on the whole, it would not be advan-
tageous to remove the Sudder Station from Sumbhulpore. During his
five years’ residence, he has visited much of the open part of the District,
and he has not seen any place which he considers preferable. It must
be useless to search for a cool place in Sumbhulpore without leaving the
Mahanuddee. We have no information of any table-land raised 4
or 5,000 feet: below that elevation all parts of Sumbhulpore must be
hot. ' :

3. It is true that the European Officers have suffered, but there is
much reason to hope, that when suitable Office accommodation shall have
been provided, and means afforded of bringing into use some of the
many contrivances for reducing the heat now adopted in other hot
places, and when all causes of noxious exhalations shall have been re-
moved, Sumbhulpore may become as tolerable as other low places in the
same latitude.

4. Paragraph 16 of the Orders of the Government, dated the 22nd
January 1849, says—* In all places of this sort, the Deputy Governor be-
“ lieves that much depends on the Officer having a good house and
“ Office in a well-selected spot.”” The place in which the Assistant still
holds his Office is represented to be confined, and, in the hot weather
and rains, unwholesome. Mr. Babyngton has offered his house* to the
Government for Rupees 5,000, the house and all the ground round it for

* See plan anpexed.
2
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TuE area of Sumbhulpore is estimated to be 10,800 square miles, the
population is supposed to be at 2,76,416. The arca, I think, must be
considerably over-estimated. The truth will soon be learned from Licu-
tenant Saxton’s survey.

2. Though no European has for long together continued healthy at
Sumbhulpore, Mr. Campbell does not consider the climate so prejudicial
to health as it has been supposed to be. The unhealthy period is from
the middle of September to November. Though the heat is extreme in ’
April and May, those months are not unhealthy. The close damp heat
that prevails during the rains in Bengal is never felt at Sumbhulpore.
Mr. Campbell is of opinion, that on the whole, it would not be advan-
tageous to remove the Sudder Station from Sumbhulpore. During his
five years’ residence, he has visited much of the open part of the District,
and he has not seen any place which he considers preferable. It must
be useless to search for a cool place in Sumbhulpore without leaving the
Mahanuddee. We have no information of any table-land raised 4
or 5,000 fect: below that elevation all parts of Sumbhulpore must be
hot. ' :

8. It is true that the European Officers have suffered, but there is
much reason to hope, that when suitable Office accommodation shall have
been provided, and means afforded of bringing into use some of the
many contrivances for reducing the leat now adopted in other hot
places, and when all causes of noxious exhalations shall have been re-
moved, Sumbhulpore may become as tolerable as other low places in the
same latitude.

4. Paragraph 16 of the Orders of the Government, dated the 22nd
January 1819, says— Inall places of this sort, the Deputy Governor be-
“ lieves that much depends on the Officer having a good house and
“ Office in a well-selected spot.” The place in which the Assistant still
holds his Office is represented to be confined, and, in the hot weather
and rains, unwholesome. Mr. Babyngton has offered Lis house* to the
Government for Rupees 5,000, the house and all the ground round it for

* See plan anpexed.
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Rupees 6,000,

and the A : . . :
purchased gent 1s of opinion that the whole should be

The ASSistant I R
Pe;s 4,;)0(1 o 1t ils said to hav;, cﬁiz-lgiill?:eégov]ai’ls;ze the house at Rr
- ?-mng?’ recommend, that the h ’ i
it, belonging ouse and all t] 2
e f}!;zpteoe :\lﬁr.oﬁgb?;ngton, be immediately purChasle bir :}‘:gc(l} r?und
less it s the best si’te a,yl'llt cannot be procured at a less cost ];V e;n-
that the Assistant she lxdzu. able a_t Sumbhulpore,* and it is mosf: do .oub t-
this will o for bott u\I mmmediately have a good house and onic:l.ra le
and the events p'lss.in: een 1001{} ng to the position of Sumbhul’ alfd
pore will greatly i;1cre y at. Nagpore, it cannot be doubted that Su ll))l(lne’
around should not 1 ﬂse In consequence, and it is desirable thm u‘L
6. Mr. Allen 1.}3 azstmto other hands, ab this
from the Kutcherr pmr ; _the Jail to be a bad one, one and a half mi
be fixed at Mr, Bag}’fnﬁlo l’n 151“1 unlfealt_hy place. Should the Kut }Ilmles
locality, alittle, but nof . ? ouse, 1t will be desirable to procure a hc ;my
bring the Jail's z,), great dm;c b, nearer.  In this Division it has been ealthy
7. I have perused aelil1 tt}ijo near the Magistrate’s residence and tllll:lzl N
proposed settlement of § eb lpapers connected with the first, and :1711
the Officiating Principal Aun_l hulpore, lately submitted to the )A_o‘ 1€
COHVersationsoon theP b.sttan.t, Mz, Campbell, and 1 have ha.dOent by
bhulpore, met me at RSL} Ject with the Agent, who, havine visi several
8. MI" Allen w:s a ?u;tCh'e(z ¥ vinted Sun-
. 2 ortnight at Sumbhqy
on the settlement \x;ith zfll fh;s 222;1 L Sgbmit to Govemfneent, :;lpt)}:
to the general features ssary details, T
provaLg - a’ipt?:rt:;e;nof the proc.eedings about o bsehéslgbrcr;)ir:fze myself
ence in the estimation incoﬁYersatlon’ that there was little, if :n for. p-
respectively, but I "’Lthewdmh the proceedings are held 1; e {, differ-
leases than, in my obt . red that Mr. Allen was inclined toy ach of us
pinion, would be desirable, till moge Shagrint Iionger
e Known

of the resources of :

the District

k ; : ct. Dr. Cad :

new nothing, and little has been learned Sinhead acknowledged that he
nce,

9. The land is held
' » by Zemindars
nvlent in perpetuity, who hold 196 vi]] e
who, hold 801 villages and 445 ham

> ourhutteas claiming settle-
I‘Oties and 75 hamlets ; Goomteag
ets ; Khyratdars, who hold 1]4«1-,

2.

* g 1 N 0 by )
Nee plan I L v o
annL‘.\Cd pre ared for me by M Graha 11,
ahar ‘

¢

féggmlets.
k;( 10. The system appears tobe a v

(3)

villages and 54 hamlets ; and Lakrajdars, who hold 10 villages and 18

ery good village system. Every
village is ufider the direct management of a Goomtea. The value, or
rather tie yearly rent, of each village, is roughly estimated, and the
amount of the assessment the Goomtea has to pay for better for worse.

He is responsible for the well being of the village—is expected to bring

waste land into cultivation—to act as arbitrator in cases of petty disputes
theft to the

among the ryots—to teport all cases of murder, robbery or

local authorities, and to assist the Police, when called upon to do so.
On the due and able performance of all these duties, and his regularity
n expiry mainly de- -

in paying his revenue, 2 renewal of his lease ©
(=4 )
tion, usually

As his remuneration, he enjoys, rent free, a pot

pends.
llage. The land is styled the

about a quarter, of the best land of the vi
bograh. I can distinguish little, if any, difference between the Goomtea

and the Pudhan and Surbarakar of Khurdah and Cuttack. It is not
mentioned whether on a Goomtea dying his son succeeds.

11. - Under the Goomtea is the Nuggea, who collects the rents and
keeps the accounts, and takes the place of the Goomtea, as head of the
village, during his absence. Here we have, under another name, the
Putwaree-Kargee of the Cuttack Province. The Nuggea enjoys a small
portion of land rent free—-how much is not stated.

12. It does not appear that the service lands held by the Goomtea
and the Nuggea are regulated by the extent of their responsibility, or
the quantity of labour they have to perform.

It might be an lmprove-
ment on the existing system if the quantity of land held by cach was
made proportionate to their payments,

and by this means their endea-
vours to improve secured.

13. The Jhankar or Village Priest is also allowed to cultivate rent
free a portion of generally first-rate land. The produce of this land
is ostensibly set apart for the propitiation of the Jungle God, but it
appears, that in Sumbhulpore, as in other places, endowments are abused,
and the produce intended to be spent in propitiating the Jungle God
to protect the people against tigers, evil spirits, witches, &, is appro-
priated by the priest to his own purposes. Lastly, comes the Ganda, a
village servant of low caste, who performs the menial work about the
village and carries messages—the Gorait of other parts: he also holds

a small portion of land rent free.



( 4

I+ The rents paid by the
exclusively to productiveness

of measurement has ever been introduced. The assessment is a name.
Ut per poorce. A pooree of land is as much land as il produce a
pooree of paddy, but the system is not fully carried out. The Settle-
ment Officer says, that a pooree of good land is more valuable than a
pooree of inferior land. A pooree of good land must be oftentimes less
in extent than a-pooree of inferior land, but of equal value, there being

less Jabor in producing a erop from good land than from inferior land,
The best land, or behar,, that which from position always bears a crop,
is divided proportionately among all the ryots. If the good land of a
village is as 1 to 3 to the inferior land, a ryot who takes a quantity
of good land must agree to take three times that quantity of inferior
land. The ‘system of bringing the good land
together, by demanding

ot appear to have been introduced.

15. Mr. Campbell states, that after much inquiry, he can pretty confi-
dently say, that the revenue paid is about Rupees 2-12-6 per pooree
of land, producing about eight poorees of paddy. I gain from the
Report, that

a pooree equals seven maunds : Rupees 2-12-6, therefore, is
paid for land producing fifty.

SIX maunds of paddy. The wholesale
price of common rice in the

cold season may be about five maunds per
Rupee, 5o that the assessment, is about 25
of the ryotee lands.

2 per cent. on the gross produce
16, There is another

and advantage of situation,

and the inferior land

a considerably higher rate on the former, does

system of assessment more favorable to the
ryots, under which the Goomte

a, when he has obtained
ing himself with his service land, calls the ry
on them the sum lie has to pay, and no more,
benefit to the ryots by this system,
is not less than 25 per cent,

a lease, content-
ots together and assesses
It is caleulated, that the
as compared with the pooree system,

17. These Goomteas form a large and important class—in fact, they
constitute the yeomanry of the country.

. They hold 8012 villages and 445
hamlets, or, as such tenures would b

e described in other parts, they hold
101 « ussullee” and 445 « dakelee” villages, and are assessed at Rupees
76,029 per anm

. The leases of the Goomteas have generally been
for five years, the last lease was for three only,

18. I have said there are sixteen Zemindars, who hLold considerable
possesstons, paying a very light revenue to the State,

[4

They are for

. nected with
ryots are not adjusted with reference ,, the most part con

amily by their fore-
‘ % ~ined the gramts for service rendered to the family by
NO Systq(-f ?"_“,me e gra

! {

sidera
ix are of any con
athers, but of these siy, only

. ( 5 )
the family of the late Rajah, or ob-

ble extent, the rest

4R f t t " l > i - h l s ae . d
‘ > =9 - e een ]ef nnassesse

% {b or 1 eg jung e ages ““1 C 1ave b

consl o1 1 m V1 t S

] 9 \ lth. a ViEW t() 1e(Ld thel]l “)
1n lhe ll []l(ls ()( ”le {(h. 11([3 \\'110 held tllenl V v
\ . mma pdld 1)}' th.e Slxteell Zelxllnd»llb dbO (3]

peaceable avocations. The ju be estimated at from 25 to 50

alluded fo s Hupees 4’29?17 “t[hicgozat)he Goomteas.

: J a collectec : r settlement
per cent. on the jumma rs—¢ Some of them have, In t}'le new fett. bé
19. Mr. Campbell say their last jummas: this may, in time,

+ the whole under a fair increased rate.
' in their alleged

gre ieht increase on
“ agreed to 2 slicht 1ncrea o
(54
« made a precedenb for bnno} e N e
of assessment. Any immediate interference, however : e
Y o “.I t tion Dd tO Lettlellxellt m perl }’
ght to exe ption from taxa a Q. ' e vu :
. “i(orlxll } n ’l e impoliti I have refrained from making any de
I thi 1 c 0
)k, be mmpolitic.
rould, 1 thnk,

mand on them, those that have o

. iy.” . ‘ t, Mr.
" done sio whul];fail(l)ya call for further information from the Agent,
20. in rep

. : v "inge
inute inquiry having
Lied—< T am not aware of any very m - th‘l omindars
Campbell xepie ture of the docwments on which the
)

]101d thelr ten Lu‘ e5— '(lon the con-trary 1t 2 ppeals thdt‘ the {aCb Of thell‘
b g 3 a tl

. pss 1 generations, and of no extra?
having been mluhlsfft::nej Il))(;jxislsllnzrcllioongthem, was Co.llsidere(1 da Sl{ﬁl—.
ordingry demans t: int:rferinw with their alleged rights an .pf:ﬂ
* cient groun@ or 10 dvisable d\fring the currency of the P?esen}_c se ec;.
leges T vill e lasettle th; boundaries of all these Zemmd.ar.lei, zzd
 ent, 10 iei?tzali;«imt be taken, at the same time, of examimng _

¢ the opport 5 . »

¢ :ltinipﬂle validity of their tltl&deed%. d by Mr. Campbell, in a per*
21 ?I‘he increased revenue was (.)bﬁt-me the}rrn that it would be credit=
- : mg 3

sonal interview F:lt}l Z%fidif:;r?l :;e foriearance that Go.verrfmiﬁz h:i

able t(? them.S ‘ Ve; ’rina with them at all, if they Vomnjcarﬂy’ " Sevlc)zral

show ml - l’? t:rie f:rward with an offer to pay some 1ncrease.

sent settlement,

: : ither creditable
v did so. I do not think this sort of begging (;th e 0ns,

. it 3 . e u ax = v
accordingly d the 1ncrease 80O procured 18 tﬂﬁm‘o’f P hold at the
or cireumspect, a1 the Zemindars to continue to hold 3

; t it, bub allow : demand can
L would not accepl itherto paid, till inquiry shall show what .
jumma they have hut ¢ of land held by these

cten

hem. The exte known now
. made upon t . more Know

fury bed the resources of their temurcs, arc 1o

dars, and th

[1

[4
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ffeled to pa} aQ Sh(’h.t mcrease 1ldVe
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than they were when Mr. Cadenhead made his first settlement in

-1850. :

22, “
144 . 3 3
: 2};55(132 ct)}f ar;)y th'mg like a fixed rate of assessment or land mehsure-
. pnt ‘lcle | istrict rem?ers 1t extremely difficult to come to dny thing
an accurate conclusion regarding its fiscal capabilities.”” In fact
the only ground for any opinion as to the resources and capabiiities of t:l ’
cmfntr).r was the amount of revenue demanded and the facility ¥ 't}fi
which it had been paid. His first step on the formation of the new"yset‘;lle
2191}1: was “ the issue f’f a proclamation, inviting tenders for fresh lease;
) ? all the Goomtea villages, at such increased rates as experience had
shown they were well capable of yielding,” but, as I have said, we had
lea.rned nothing from the three years’ experience but the facil,it : lih
wlnc.h the revenue assessed was paid. There had been no in uiriis“l
pecting markets, and demand for produce prices and the valu(i, of lalies-
the .want of which Dr. Cadenhead lamented as diminishine th e
of his proceedings in 18501 § fhe velue
23. 'Mr. Campbell proceeds— Considering, however, that our limit d
experience would not warrant my accepting the hirrhe;t bids indi i
nately, I have judged it more prudent to Limit ourodemzmd in tliscnml-
§ent settlement to an increase of about 20 per cent. on the };re-
_]u.mma..” It is evident, that the increase is imposed with;)ut an ; faSt
mation as to capabilities. In answer to a call for explanation fry \ the
Agent, desiring to know upon what principle, and upon what frroulcz):in tﬁe
‘r‘ents of ‘.che Go-omteas had been increased, Mr. Campbell :eplied s’th:{z
. he- considered it the par'amount duty of a Settlement Officer to bf;ar ;n
) :lr:::;l(,l‘, ':ihat wl.le.never fairly practicable, the interests of the Government
. ‘rzve;; revxmf)rll of the former asses.sments, with the view of increasing
. 110: W 1? 1}(})ut, at the same time, losing sight of what is due to
the party assessed,” that personal observation and experience convinced
lu.m that the increase demanded could be levied from the Gmmce
without difficulty or fear of over-taxation, and that this had 1 Oomljeas
dantly proved by the readiness with which nearly all the i’;n ntens
agreed.to the increase, and by the facility with which the first 20;’“93*3
of the increased demand had been paid, that the amount of in rease I;lel?t
ed depended chiefly on the amount offered by the Goomteas tﬁzzzsiaxi‘r’;
? (=]

g;OOd V]Ha"(}s h.a‘ 1ng Oﬁ‘C‘ICd more t 2
h&n thOSe Y 110 hl ‘b la(’eb -

<

-

£

-

€

[11

P oy mie b . g - Zcmindaries, . . ¢ >
-
RGS ectlll(’ lhe (}O() t Q ‘Illageq, J‘II ZlI'Ilp bell W l'lteS Th(: 4 a
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24, 1 do not consider this by any means a satisfactory explanation,
L a The information on which this set-
".x Total Jumma of the new Scttlement is— tlement is based is not more cir-
cumstantial than that on which Dr.
Cadenhead based his settlement ;
and it is perfectly possible—indeed
soa14 8 o It isvery probable—that the de-
mand on the several villages is by

no means relatively proportionate,
though upon the whole it may be

paid without difficulty ; but there is not much room to fear, that any one
is over-assessed, for on a Goomteas objecting to the sum demanded, a -
Punchayet of Goomteas was assembled, and whatever the Punchayet re-
ported to be a proper assessment was imposed.

95. Out of the 615 Goomteas, 598 had actually filed engagements,
and when the Governor General’s Agent was at Sumbhulpore, some 250 of
the Goomteas waited on him, and expressed themselves satisfied with the

terms offered ; and Mr. Campbell assures the Agent, that since the settle-
as visited many parts of the District, and all

Goongtea villmge, o+ ... 76,029 0 O
Khyrut, o »s o5 oo «o 4,667 8 0
Detached?lands not yet in-
cluded under any particu- 422 0 ©
lar head, f

Being an increase on the last settlement of
Rupecs 16,485-12-4}.

ment ivas effected, he h
classes appeared quite contented.

96. The taxes on castes and trades are continued. The amount
collected is Rupees 3,953-12-0.

97. Dr. Cadenhead, in his Report of the 23rd May 1851, represented,
that upon first taking up questions connected with these taxes, he was
disposed to recommend their entire abolition, and the adoption of a tax
upon all houses, or sites of houses, he said—¢ Such an impost would fall
“ upon large numbers of persons, comparatively wealthy, who at present
“ pay no tax : would be onerous or vexatious to none, and while giving a
“ Jarger return would give also the means of a much fair incidence of
« taxation than the system now in force,” but he thought it undesirable
to introduce such a change immediately on taking possession of the
country, and the taxes on trades were continued. :

98, There does .not appear to me to be any sufficient reason for
relinquishing the tax now levied—indeed, I am inclined to the opinion,
that it may be more suitable, if very carefully regulated, than a house-
tax, as imposed at Sumbhulpore : it partakes of the character of an in-

come-tax on all those who do not pay land revenue. Careful revision is
necessary 1n order to proportiouate imposition, and could it, by meaus of



the system of assessment by Punchayet, which so generally prevails in’
the District, be extended to all those who have hithorto escaped paymes

( 8)

of any tax, and who consequently enjoy gratis the protection procure.
by the payments of their fellow-countrymen, I should regsrd it o still
more worthy of approval,
29.  Though I think it is to be regretted, that the settlement now

* The extent of land actually held rent frce throughout the
Zemindary, under these several tenures, has never appareutly
been ascertained, and I am copsequently not in a position to
make any statement respecting it, but as far as 1 am yet able to
form even a guess about it, I should say, thatit cannot be less
than aguarter, or atleast one- fitth of the whole of the land nuder
cultivation, "The jmpress<ion appears to be general, that the no-
minal bowrab lawds of any village hardly represents the half of
thut which is actually held as such, The whale subject of these
rent-free tenures require et investigation, and it will deroand
the best efforts of the Assistant heve for two or three vears, before
any thing like exact information can be obtained upon it, as in
fact for this a statement of the whole of the lands of every
village will Le needed.

“ To make a revenue settlement of any degree of exactness,
by which the true interests of the people and of th: country
shall be consnlted, while the just immediate elaims of the
Governinent shall not be neglected, it is of course necessary
that we should be in possession of a measurement of the lands
to bo assesseld with at least an approximate estimate of theip
relative tertility of some informution respeeting the markets,
and demand for produce of prices, and of the value of Iabor.
In the case of Swinbhulpore, information on all these points,
upon which any reliance could be placed, is still wanting ; and
without additional machinery, in cousequence of heavy Office
work, which the Assistant has to get throngh, it will take a
very long time, not less than three or fonr years, to colleet it.
Under these circuinstances, it is a matter of some delicacy to
submit a proposition for a settlement, which shall appear to
have any claimnsto the confidence of the Governnent, and I trast
that the one I now venture to submit will be viewed with the
indulgence due to the ditficulties of my position.”

L

made was not pre-
ceded by more de-
tailed inquiries of
the nature contem-
plated by Dr. Ca-
denhead, when he
wrote the passages
of his Report quot-
ed in the margin,
still T would not
withhold a settle-
ment till all the in-
formation necessary
to a satisfactory ad-
justment had been
collected and di-
gested. The people
are anxious for a
twenty years’ lease.
They have been ac-
customed to leases

3

for five years. In order to foster the feeling of security so necessary to-
the successful management of a new country lease a little longer than
those which have been usual among them, are I think necessary. I
would allow the arrangement made by the Assistant to stand for seven
years, and having assured all classes of undisturbed possession for that
period, commence forthwith the investigations necessary, previous to a
scttlement for a longer term, and should they be completed before the
expiration of the seven years’ scttlement, at once extend the lease to
twenty or twenty-five years. It might be advantageous to grant an
extended lease as soon as the inquiries in a Mehal shall have been com-
pleted ; provided they are condueted with circumspection and modera-

¢

¢ 9)

tion. and the terms of scttlement be liberal, confidence will be increased
» v g ¢

7. +her than diminished by the proceedings.

-} “80.  Besides the usual staple, rice, sugar is cultivated to the extent

of abslit 10,300 maunds of gour per annum : the common country cotto.n
is cultivhted in small quantities, about 10,000 maunds per annum is
annually exported on bullocks to Cuttack. .Iron of a superior 'quahty
is found all over the District, and gold dust in small. quu.ntltlcs- is pro-
cured in the sands of the Mahanuddec and some of its tl’lbl{f&rles. Dia-
monds of considerable value are said to have been found.m the same
streams, and till lately diamond hunter.s held lands and paid taxes, but
the calling is not considered remuncrative. ' .

31. The imports into the Province are inconsiderable, with the excep-
tion of salt and brass vessels from Cuttack.

89. There is no regular Police Thannah Establisl.lment». Two Jema-
dars, two Duffadars, and eight Burkundazes are divided between Sum-
bhulpore and Pergunnahs Chunderpore and Puddumpore.‘ .

33. There are on an average 125 prisoners in the Jail. The A?Sls-
tant reported, in answer to my call for infor.mation, thth tl}e use of opium
and tobaceo was not prohibited ; that a limited (1'11:}nt1by is allowed, but
the Agent informs me, that he has now prohibited both, except wl.len
considered necessary by the Medical Officer. The. cost of a laboring
convict is but Rupees 1-2-74 per month, but the mtlf)ns allowed. appear
to be more than is absolutely necessary. Thirteen (?,Inttacks of rice, four

chittacks of doll, and two chittacks of vegetal‘)les is more 'tha,n a n;lan
can eat in Bengal, but perhaps the climate being less relaxm.g than t z:,lt
of Bengal, a person may be able to consume 2 larger qnant‘lty of folo’ .
The convicts are employed on the roads in and about the town, z;imblln
keeping clean the approaches to it. " They could not be more profitably
elglioy?l‘d};e Ferry collections were, in 1850, expended in cleari;ng 'zmd
widening a portion of the main street of th.e t?\vn. They have su;c.e
been held in deposit, pending orders for their disposal. The amoun Ils
trifling, Rupees 227 per annum. 1 re?ommend that the sum now 1;1 ( }iz-
posit, and the future procecds, be laid out by the Assistant with the

sanction of the Governor General’s Agent in improving the Station,

especially those parts in the neighbourhood of the Assistant’s Of‘ﬁce,r

with a view especially of improving its healthiness. ,
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35. The Goomteeas have avrce i
repfli-l', and to make, or assist i;c;f;l‘:inti kf:l:)l’) 1‘1?\\':111 Vl}lﬂg'o e ifl
e g, roads that may ¥
36. The sale of opium is sai e , i "
lllliberi?f vendors w;s increaseg. tolljlz:;qbl‘ﬁrzllllzei?es Eexi?ﬁliif;;?ly' e the
o ‘ anation,
nect; o txl(la iSturiillbinLli)ore; SC}.I.OOI' s, consid'ering all the cireumstances con-
pocted with § ,fml;l ) gyino;\;lljhzlrlli fondltzon. The number on the books
L ) ' quarter of 1852 to 125 in the thir
(él;f:;t;;d(l)f SGS:S, t;l}l{:? It-h‘e‘}il?tt'emlnnce has inereased from 61 to :[); tlgll:'l
! gs, that A Impress on the Council of Edueats '
nece:mty of appointing as Head Master an indivi o e
;I;zmlhﬁedbto jceacl;, but one who will be pripaquédlzjlz':zi:?iln ]fl(?: oizlil "ZCH
rears. uring ‘t 1e time the Sumbhulpore School has‘e\'iq acly
iiit;ir;:?o:;t}g, :;}lns }md a Head Master for only eight : tflfc; Ef;lilz?
remainin," e qumr?g five months, went away stek, and the last, after
o Iz .n ee, was o.1dercd to Furreedpore, ,
w I;Oi.nted tlj t\lfzi: y Sdce]sxr:;ble, that.r if possible, a School Master should be
poted 1o th .Sh 11;)(;) , who will bLe a fit companion for the Assistant,
pion e ou1 (, ea Enropear%. At these remote Stations, in m);
Depm‘tr,nents - ab\mys be borne in mind, that the efficiency of all
et Compani(.ms fe promoted by the few Officers stationed at them
unh;mliness " Whiccl)r teach‘ other: At such a place as Sumbhulpore, thc;
o dealthines o incrl 1s pli)verbml, and t.he difficulty of escaping from
ich s :ause); i (;a.ases -t.lc apprfzhensmn of sickness, loneliness is
corlain o © att:wﬁ 0~ IISpf)SlflOll to disease and to lessen the powers of
s det‘ZChmeDt(Of\.Tr would always.have a European in command of
o oops,. and vest hln? with powers of Assistant, with
o o provide & ct)mparuon for the Principal Assistant, to give con-
ence &0 , @ o repress those who might be inclined to create dig-
384. Mr. Crawford, in the 9th paraor i
i\iltilmy, 1~i11)1'es;11te(1, that whenever it ha;plet?;:;,l):s (:tf sf)lrl:)eltelttrrf;s Oliitl;:}t gt;ith
her ¢ s »
poe | he . osfj”INaster or' the Sub-Assistant Surgeon was qu;liﬁ’ed ;’Z:
T (;Vf: 1Mnnc vl‘t be desu'able,. that he should be vested with the
powers o :O thoeor;:i , g}ﬁ these Dlstric.ts I would always carry out with
eterence to the lo I ' c?s, the principle of the constitution of the
hig s, and make cvery person employed as far i1
in all Departments. 1 posblc el

€

'ﬁ' .Me red
Q&dmbhulporc should be transferred to Cuttack. The inhabitants are most

of them Oortfeals, and have no affinity or community of interest of any
kind with the people of Chota Nagpore. The distance between Sumbhul-

pore
The communication is always difficult betw

Nagpore, it is never difficult, and for
between Sumbhulpore and Cuttack.  There is little, if any, trade between

Sumbhulpore and Chota Nagpore there is a considerable trade belween -
Sumbhulpore and Cuttack. The possession of Ungool must occasionally
take the Superintendent of the Tributary Mehals nearly half way to Sum-

bhulpore ;
from Chota

(11 )

39.  After much consideration, I am decidedly of opinion, that unless
\sonable and strong objections can be offered by the inhabitants,

and Chota Nagpore is farther than between Sumbhulpore and Cuttack.
cen Sumbhulpore and Chota

several months of the year, very easy

it will occupy but little of his time to go on; whercas the journcy

Nagpore to Sumbhulpore must always occupy a considerable

time. The Orders of the 22nd January 1849 contemplated the retire-
ment of the Sumbhulpore Assistant to Cuttack during the unhealthy
scason, from the conviction that he would in reality be much more eilee-
tive if he avoided the unhealthy scason at Sumbhulpore than he would
be if he remained all the year round at that place. As remarlked by .Lc
Governmeut, the certainty of the Assistant’s rcturn at a given time will

prevent great abuses in his absence.
40, If Sumbhulpore is transferred to Cuttack, Shonporc and Byracole

should be transferred also, for they lic

Tribute. Arca.
Rs. Miles, between Sumbhulpore and Ungool, and
Shanpare, .- 5:353, 5 4 1,500 T think it is worthy of consideration

Byracole, .. G00 O 0 1,70 .
whether the under-mentioned Mchals,

which are all South of the Mahanuddee, and the most distant nearer to

Cuttack than to Chota Nagpore, should not be transferred also :—
Jumnma,

Patna, e ee e we e s . 600
Boorasamba, ..+ e e e se vttt 160
KHUrCSar, «o  +v «n  se weowe o meve s eres 1,600
Bindia Nyagurh, <o 0 o0 v e enme e e 400
Bliooligurh, — «v ce ee en e e eeeeenee 410 ,
AR I (V)

Saringurh, .. .. ..
41. The Officerin charge of Sumbhulpore might conveniently superin-
toud the affairs of all these estates, and receive the revenue paid by them.

I recommend that the Rajabs be called upon to state, whether they have
L)
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tions will be offered, from the fear, that if transferred to Cuttack, the"
possessions will be measured, and the Cuttack system of settlemér

introduced, but if it is properly explained to them, that no'§uch nteasure
is contemplated, that they will be treated as the Tributary “lehals of
Cuttack are treated, with the exception of their scttlement being tem-
porary only, whereas all the Cuttack Mehals are settled in perpetuity, I
do not think arry other objections worthy of attention can be offered.

P. 8—Since the above was written, I have learned from the Agent,
that since he left Sumbhulpore, the buildings in the compound of Mr.
Babyngton’s house, which he valued at Rupees 1,000, have been stript of
every moveable article, even to the tiles of the roofing, and the Assistant
represents, that the title to the ground, on which these buildings stand,
may be open to question. Of course, if the purchase of the property be
considered advisable, the title to the land will be duly ‘examined by the
Law Officer of the Government.

(Signed)  HENRY RICKETTS.

any, and if any, what objections to the transfer. I anticipate that objec)
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MEMORANDUM
_-,t OF :
PROPOSALS’ CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT.

»

s
PARAs 6. That the Governor General’s Agent should refer for trial
to the Deputy Commissioner any case from the Political Estates which
he cannot himself timely dispose of. .
10. That the Principal Assistants in charge of Districts should not
be allowed to commit for trial, cases which, under the local rule, giving
them authority to passa sentence of seven years’ imprisonment, reporting

their proceedings to the Deputy Commissioner, they can themselves
dispose of. ,

23. That in all cases of wilful murder, when the sentence on convic-
tion must be death, the evidence of witnesses should be taken before
the Agent or an Officer deputed by him.

25. That the Rajahs be vested with increased or decreased authority
with reference to their efficiency, and that increased authority be regard-
ed as conferring credit and honor on the Chief entrusted with it.

27. That the Rajahs be divided into four classes, with reference to
their efficiency. )

29. That a Native Assistant to the Agent be appointed and em-
ployed on occasions to hold trials at the Gurhs of the several Rajahs.

81. That Hindee school-books be distributed gratuitously, wherever
a School with twenty-five boys is found.

32. That a second Writer on Rupees 20, and a Dufteree on Rupees 6,
be added to the establishment of the Deputy Commissioner.

33. That the Officer doing duty with the Battalion should always be
Assistant to the Principal Assistant of Lohardugga and to the Agent.

34. That if an Uncovenanted Officer be appointed to Chyebassa, it
should be a person who understands the management of troops, and that
he should have a local commission.

38. That the Calcutta dik should go to Purulia and Chyebassa, vid
Bancoorah, - instead of round by Golah and Rainchee, and that the
runners between Rainchee and Chyebassa be taken off the road. .

49. That the number of runners between Rainchee and Sumbhulpore

be increased.

43. That runners be placed on the road between Rainchee and

Kornda.
aa
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SOUTH-WEST FRONTIER AGENCY.

As the printed letter of the Agent, dated the 12th June 1852, con-
tains an account of all the Gurhjat Mehals subject to his authority,
recapitulation in this place is unnccessary. The settlements are all
temporary, except those of Raigurh and Sucktee. The former is
settled in perpetuity. There are no records, from which the nature
of the settlement of Sucktee can be ascertained.

9. TIn his letter of the 25th December 1843, the Governor General’s
Agent thus described the duties of his own Office and the Office of the
Deputy Commissjoner :— The Agent and Commissioner has the super-
« intendency of every Department, is Superintendent of Police, and per-
« forms all Political and Revenue duties, and some Civil in the three Re-
« gulation Districts, and all Revenue, Criminal, Civil, and Political busi-
« pess of the South-West Frontier Agency. The Deputy Commissioner
¢ taokes all Sessions cases and Criminal appeals in the Regulation
« Districts (Police cases, such as dismissal and fine excepted) ; all the
« Civil cases, excepting those involving succession in large Zemindaries,
« and those between the estates of the Political Agency and the Regu-
« Jation Districts. The supervision of the Jails is with the Agent.
« Formerly, appeals from the decisions of the Principal Sudder Ameens
« in Civil suits were heard by the Principal Assistants, now they are
¢« heard by the Deputy Commissioner.”

3. In para. 5 of his letter of the 27th May 1853, the late Agent,
Mr. Crawford, wrote—* With the exception of the reserved jurisdiction
« thus practically held by him (the jurisdiction of exempting estates
« from sale,) in cases of execution of decrees, in which land is concorned
« and a general responsibility for the proper working of all establish-
« ments subordinate to his Office, the Agent has rarely any cause for
« interference with the judicial business of the three Districts in ques-
« tion, which is conducted locally by the Deputy Commissioner, under

,bb



43 N o |
the immediate control of the Sudder Court. In all other Depart
A o+ Depart-

“ ments, however, in every ¢ A k / °©
, Y qua eney, ex i ’
¢ Department of ”\.I 1 Y4 rte'r of the Agency, excepting the Ab he ({'""Qre than the Agent but it might t times
D ManDbhoom, which will be notiged presently, the Aﬂém' t i ,
¥ 15

« 1: th; direct appellate and controlling authority.” "
Gen.cmlz Afix:;;lzl:nzpteliai)i{i}:;,cdeﬁni.ng the relation of the Governor
eneral’s A gent an . ominissioner, have been provided.
(?:thtteo\:;l(zs:: So(j(llsif:t:oémy t(:on]trol. ‘The Agent has powgr to give or(rjlj;':
i ourts ; he ¢ i i

fmdf can .prohibit the institutio,rx of a‘:l giilf);utilg.e e;; :}thl'mlli?li .
}:iso(:l (())fl.)zlni;foerll:e tilcz;t; 1t.fwlouldl conduce to g.ood government and the n}i‘neiilf
Subordh,mte % th,el é 1e' Deputy Comnfussioner were made more entirely
pubordinate OVernor Gene.ra}s Agent than he already is, He

- wve the D'eputy Commissioner Assistant to the Agent .
de;lel}:aettsliz ;cl(;lsxertc;sed any powers which the Agent might ;enﬁ: rjL(ciJ
o Eusiness " t . 1;10 er such a system, practically, the Civil and Crimi-
N gency would go on much as at present, but ti

y interference of the Agent would be as a matter of o
\\.rould not. befelt as an interference. At present, the De;utc'o uCrse) m']d
::;)1;1 Cl;;lzil 2§1tt}ll1erGfo'mmHy subject to, nor formally iide;elzglel;t-;
o the controt o e Governor General’s Agent, misunderstandine j

ys possible. E

4

-

L4

€«

13

<

~

[14
144
[13

N .
5. 1 doubt the expediency of the alteration advocated by Maj
i aajor

iﬂ;:;}ng}tonl The Deputy Cor%lmissioner would not command the in-
‘e which now attaches to his Office, if he were merely Assi o
and in every respect subordinate to, the Governor G . Silsmnt "
Though dxf.ferences have occurred, in consequence/ of tl ?nefgfl ; fuent
two authorities, relatively with cach other, not havin"b]'e po?ltlon e
I have doubts whether more Rules would not create ;10;;}[(11'1;0(31)7 et
}t;rreesi:;c, 1;che]Agent, is .supposed to have a discretionary };o:'lzns;&i tAt
. ) .ut he c:m'n(.)t interfere with the ordinary duties of the D oty
ommissioner as Civil and Sessions Judge, without the auth 'e Ry
vernmer}t conferred by virtue of the P~ower vested in tl‘ . EOrlty 'Of o
Rf-‘g\%latlon XITIL of 1833—not in each case, but in ea 1le Xe.cum'e o
cription of case, in which it might be determi’ned that L:II Par?l?ulm' .
La(\iv \\':f[xs not to be regarded as the guide. 10 gt of the
. It has not been usual for the Governor General’

o I's Agent <
Zlolinz :1s;;ca11v.c:el of the. Peputy Commissioner in disposionrr o; ’ ti?elk
cted with the Political estates, and at present there 1as S0 mui;

L4

"\ e detention of parties an

(3)

N

_pusiness in Major Hannyngton’s Office, that he has not more time to

Lo convenient, and prevent

d witnesses if the Agent made over to the De-

puty Gommiskioner for trial any case connected with the Political estates,

which he*could not himself timely dispose of.
¢ Agent to furnish me with Statements showing

Having requested th
ng the last three

the work of every sort performed in his Agency durl
years, 1 received the under-written Returns :—

TRIALS FROM THE POLITICAL AND GURHJIAT ESTATES.

A

Statement of Cusces disposed of by the Governor General’s dgent,

South- West Frontier, during the yewrs 1851, 1852 and 1853,

\\
\

X

(3 @
5. | = =
~ 5 + 2z
oD e .
S ) o
P = 2=
Ser | S -5
=2 Z . ES
T EALS TE e @ 2y REMARKNS.
: S| EF S = 1 et
2l 2 O 2 | 24
221 = | 2 1=°
= 5] -~ < =
o = jg=1 =] X >
g~ | = = & 1A
1851 1 32 33 g% * Ope of these Cases was referred
for the orders of Government.
1852 5 39 41 354 +One of these was referred for
the orders of Government.
1853 9 21 30 255 5 + Eight of these cases were refer-
] red for the orders of Government.
f’_’__’_,.__—————_____,__’_.—______._._‘-—______——

7. Tt will not escape observation, that during the last year, eight

cases have been referved for the orders of Gov

ing the two preceding
1 anticipate advantage from inc
As T have said clsewhere, 1 think

years, only one cas
reasing the soverity of the punish-

ment.
harn.

ernment, whereas dur-
c was referred in cach year.

too great leniency has dene
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APPEALS IN THF g v A
THE JUDICIAL AND PoOLICE DEPARTMENTS FROM ALL TE

T
Divisioxs. p ﬁ

B. c

~

South-West Frontier, duving the years 1851,1852 and 1853

Pending  at . 5
‘ the end of Admitted g :
YEars. the preced- during the § - I‘:i?ifﬁg 2;-
. . roar. &
ing year. year c = the year,
< -]
& A
1851 7 26 33 19 14
1852 14 12 26 15
& 11
1853 11 o
27 38 17
21

AP . L -
PEAL g ¥

TION DIVISIONS.
C.

Statement of Cases disposed of by the Governor General's Agent
South-West Frontier, during the years 1851, 1852 and 1853 ’

Pending at | 4 amitted Z
Yrams. the end of 11tte 3 Pending :
ARS the preced- during the| & = tli]e «lelx]ﬁ ‘3?
ing year. year. = = the year.
s 3
= =
1851 25 5
0 o 5 30 16 14
1852
5 14 4 18 | 17 1
1853 1 61 62 42 20

( 5)
CyviL AND MISCELLANEOUS APPEALS

7
( =59 AND GURIUAT DISTRICTS.

AND CASES FROM THE DIVISIONS

]
) - D.

G
Statement of Cases disposed of by the Governor General’s Agent,
South-West Frontier, during the years 1851, 1852 and 1853

e
Pgn‘““gd ”"f\ Admitted | 2 \ Pending at
YEARS. 1 enc o during the | S 2 the end of
the preced- | 2 roar
: year. —_ = the year.
ing year. = B
(=] 2]
e
1851 46 \ 77 \ 123 \ 56 \ 67 \
1852 67 101 168 08 100
1853 100 175 \ 275 \ 145 \ 130
— oy ——
E-MENTIONED

§ NOT FEMBRACED IN THE ABOV
FOUR STATEMENTS.

MisCELLANEQUS CASE

E.

of by the Governor General's Agent,

Statement of Cases disposed
cars 1851, 1852 and 1853.

South-West Frontier, during the y

e

K

R &0 g
— = . = ;r.s.
- p_( -:: g - 3
s = z @
21 56 S : e
Yesps. | 58 | ©2 Decided.| £2 REMARKS.
8¢ _ 2
S| B4 3 L
s - a g © 2
SR = &= 4 El
g3 | = g
1851 47 622 669 662 7 Matters of mere form
and complimentar
correspondence wit
1852 7 702 700 702 7 the Native Chiefs
-and others are not

in this Statcment.
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8. The total result is 927 eases of all

| « sorts disposed of, which is a |
the rate of 77 per month, and 3 per day, allowing 300 working d"!‘h (
=T )
- {

in the year.

. 9. rl‘h.ere 13 also a great deal of business in tile Office of the Beput
ommussioner.  From the beginning of 1850 to the ond of 1852 1y
! , 1. : : 2, he
was employed 341 days in Sessions duties and disposed of 447 Cri i

I riminal

) 3 5 S i S, s1ce
]() 1\1"1 or II&HII llgton IePIE3en[s ‘ha( the Plln(,lpdl AF ISt’mt 7] 1C

¥ 3¢ b 1 (l 1810Nn ﬁ o t .~ t
: cen 1 el (Lt eﬂcl n 16 ¢casie nin
&;QSSI(H 1S h:l& 1 D V1810 ) nd 5 2 tO comr t! 6]

the S.essions than to pass sentence and send up their proceedings witl
notes in English, have committed for trial cases which thI; 11'(‘111105 wit :
the special Rules, have disposed of themselves. This shol)xrld1 11;:' 1f m;' .
As the Principal Assistant must go through the case before 1 * com \de-
. ne . i 18 commits
it-’ luslftlme is not.savcd by committing, instead of passing sentence
;;g;s;e,d ‘and the time of the Deputy Commissioner is unnecess
11. The Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut havine inc uired wl
ther the Assam Rules would be suitable in Chota N avpotxj‘e al ropo ";'le-
was submitted to the Court, that Assistants shoulg hav:a thle): I;Ws;rl(‘)cn
pass sentences extending to fourteen years’ imprisonment, but tﬁe Cour:
disapproved of the recommendation; and it appears to me ,that if the D
puty Commissioner insists on the Assistants disposing of :;H cases, whi E-
u.nder the e:xisting Rules, are within their compete;ce, he \\;ill ’be sltllcfﬁ,
g;zjg relieved without any alteration in the constitution of their

12. In examining the correspondence, I observed that a few years ag
the abolition of the Office of Deputy Commissioner was conte};n Iateodo
but the returns of business in the Offices show, T thiuk, very plainlpr tlnt,
at present there Is not the remotest prospect of any such diminutg(;n ;n
the business of the Offices as to encourage a hope, that at some future
period one person may be able to perform the duties now devoly
the two Officers.

1:‘3. The position of Major Hannyngton is very similar to the position
- ' drea. Inhabitants.  ©f the Civil and Sessions Judoe
Do, 111 T pasie of Cuttack, and bis duties are
Chota Nagpore,......... 7,346 678759  little, if at all, less onerous. The

Total, ... o7,686 2118084  three Districts of Hazarechaugh,
- : Purulia and Chota Nagpore, com-

arily

ing on

(7))
prise a larger area and contain

Arca. Inlabitants. . "
more inhabitants than the three

[ o
“70

T .. 2,697 500,963
wattnek, oo e e 3,06l 9,00,000 * Districts of the Province of Cut-
Balasore, ...epee-ear 1,979 5,00,000 Ve e .
v tack, and though the Civil juris-

Tesady vvrenns 7,737 19,00,963 - U
’ > %98 (iction possessed by the Principal

Assistant may afford him some relief, the prevalence of the heinous
crimes of dacoity and highway robbery causes his trials to be heavier

than the trials in Cuttack.
14 With reference to the passage in Mr. Crawford’s printed Report
quoted in the mar-

Puara. 8. “ The system of administration which I found in : : :
s foree for the affairs of the Districts in question was this.  The gm, 1 ]nq‘nred from
« Rajahs were required to forward to this Oftice their proceed-  the Governor Gene- .
“ ings in all serions or heinous cases, together with monthly s
« Statements, which included all other cases decided by them, in ral’s Agent, whe-
« order that all the former might be revised and some of the @ .
« Jatter inquired into: also, on partics petitioning in this Office ther on parties
« ugainst alleged acts or orders of the Rajal, explanations were  « petitiouing in his

“ invariably called for from them.” .
¢ Office- against acts

« or orders of a Rajah, explanation was invariably called for ; whether
« 3t was considered desirzble to admit trivial complaints against the
« Chiefs ; whether they could be satisfactorily disposed of; whether the
¢ admission of such complaints, from the impracticability of giving real
« redress and protecting complainants from the consequences, was not
« more likely to injure than to benefit those who complained.” Mr.
Allen replied, that ¢ there had been no alteration in the practice in force
¢ under his predecessor ; that non-interference had been the prevailing
« policy for many years; that trivial and litigious complaints had always
« been disregarded and discouraged ; that when a party petitions against
“ any act ororder of a Native Chief, an explanation is called for as a
« matter of course, but unless some error or injustice be apparent on
« the face of the Rajah’s proceedings, it has not been usual for the Agent

~

“ to interfere.”
15. Mr. Allen further said, that on the whole the system ap-

pears to have worked fairly ; that the Chiefs knowing that all
their proceedings are liable to be brought under the scrutiny of
the Agent, are more careful than they would be if mo such check
existed ; that he had found the Native Chiefs, generally speak-
ing, ready and willing to carry out honestly the orders of the
Agent, even when opposed to their views and decisions ; that
Le beliéved that in all ordinary cases, Civil and Criminal, the

18
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Raidll% eu(](}‘l Oured t() (10 'h 1 Wa I i ;l(f(!(!l(l no 0o
£ 2N what v S (Tl i i
. ) | o > 5 t the Jlght t]]l

tenlc(i: '1'1"}1113 Report of My fillf}n’s appears to centain the same inconsis-
tency which attracted my notice in Mr.Crawford’s Report. N(')Il-ilt ST

1s sald to have been the prevailing policy ; but it is also s (% erl ut on
4 party petitioning against any act or order, explanationa;s cz:l;ﬁfl 1%111'
xdzr ﬁzﬁerZ;iO?;Z;enlz)terzfe'r?ncebiS t}Ehe GrPlrinciple; every act and
however trivial the matter, if‘ 1:}11211 R};'allle : e 1o pcral’ o
roneously or unjustly, his proceedings ire c;ﬁgﬁz Ji'ct)nclll:;:'mtild ez
to act (?thfzrwise. With the Gurhjat Mehals of Cuttac:k on thels Ort s

the. pnnc.lple has been to recognize these Rajahs {;.S Oiliefscon'}nt‘;r'}”
their territories; and in gl trivial matters, or further in all‘ attons
not of a heinous character, or having no general interest‘, to rmwrl:imtt};lters
as free .to act as they pleased; and in a1 trivial m.:ltterslci;lst den;
explanation being ealled for as a matter of course, a petiti n " 2, »
a matter of course, be rejected, e wenld, as

17. As. Mr. Allen says, the system is working well, and I,
no complaints against it on the part of the Rajal?s an(i th ‘lerel'aI:e
said to make them careful and just, I am pot di; osed te ] o
chnnge, but the Cuttack system of allowing the Ra?%ils tc(: ioun'sel .
cert:fm degree irresponsible, provided they preseweci the‘ o, o
th.e ‘mhabitants were generally contented and satisfied witl ptelac?, .
ministration, appears the preferable plan, L

18. I further inquired from Mr. Allen with reference to para. 9%
of Mr. Crawford’s printed letter, \;'he—
ther “heinous and serious cases” had
been defined, and whether the practice
of a Rajah’s recording a judgment in
a case which must come before the
Agent had been found beneficial. Ife

mformed me, that in the political estates, there had heen no definition
of what was to be regarded

. .
B ..Pa..ra. 9. “ All cases of a heinous
o or serious character are still regularly
revised by me with us little delay as
“ possible, the orders pass -
.. Jossible, the orders passed by the Ra-
: ‘)I;l.ll.s {)(l-mg confirmed, annnlled or mo-
dified by § justice :
b @hyne as justice may seem to
require,

as a heinous or seri

px:actice had been to follow the regulations ; that ineI:;:Zs CZ:?’L but tfhe
trial Ly the Agent, the Rajahs generally, but not always recomnupd 0;
a sent‘ence, and that he is inclined to think the practice ;ni(rht Ab . fjf:
t(.zc.l w1tl.1 advantage, for the Agent passed sentence on his oim : st
bility without regard to the Rajali’s proposal, and consequently dilf;?esr}::ils-

{
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of opinion, with respect to the mecasure of punishment to be awarded,
. -zose, which would be well avoided.
19. 1think a system similar to that which prevails in the Districts
under the Priteipal AsSistants might be found suitable. In certain des-
criptions of:cases, they pass orders themselves ; in certain cases they pass
orders and submit a precis of ‘the case for confirmation ; certain cases
they are bound to commit. I will return to this subject presently.

20. In para. 10 of his printed letter, Mr. Crawford having repre-
sented, that he rarely noticed gratui-
tously the Monthly Statements of Mis-
cellaneous Cases disposed of by the
Rajahs, and that he was not very parti-
cular as to their contents, I inquired

= “ Monthly Statements of Misccllane-
“ ous Cascs disposed of by them are al-
“ so still furnished by the Rajahs, but
“ these I rarely notice gratuitously, nor
“ am I very particular as to the contents
“ of the Statement.”
whether such was the present practice, and if it was, whether it would
not be better to dispense with the Statements, and to have only State-
ments ecmbracing parficular crimes to be enumerated. Mr. Allen says, in
answer, that he regards the Monthly Returns of Miscellaneous Cases now
furnished by the Rajahs as not to be depended on, and altogether worth-
less ; that it would be quite sufficient for all purposes of control, if the
Chiefs forwarded to his office Monthly Statements embracing the twenty
heinous crimes specified in Form No. 2 appended to Regulation XX. of
1817. T agree with Mr. Allen. Statements so limited will be prepared
with increased care, and they will command greater attention.

21. There appearing to me a discrepancy between Mr. Crawford’s
para. 11 in which he says,—¢ I forbear usually from calling for explanation
“ from the Rajahs on the bare allegations of petitioners, unless they furnish

. “ security or satisfy me that their complaints are in some respect well
¢ grounded ;” and para. 8, before quoted, in which he says, that on
parties petitioning, explanation was invariably called for, I requested
Mr. Allen to inform me what was actually the practice. He explains
by saying, that “when a complaint is of a personal nature against a
“ Rajah, when he is charged with a high crime or misdemeanor, it is the
¢ practice for the Agent not to proceed till the complainant has given secu-

¢ rity to attend and prosecute his charge, or till the Agent has been satisfi-
¢ ed by a personal examination of the plaintiff or otherwise, that the charge

“ is not groundless.” Mr. Allen considers it necessary that “there should

“ be some restriction of the kind, for if every dissatisfied individual were

“ permitted to‘a.ppear before the Agent and prefer false and frivolous
.ecc

~
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“ charges, it would be difficult for the Rajahs to maint

“ authority and to discharge the duties of their

ain their lawful

In. allithis I entirely agree, and it explains axvayliiiil}?i}r: }} eﬁimi;l s
objectionable in the practice. When Mr. Crawrord and Mr. 2011;& e
fthz.tt oun complaint being preferred against any act ofa R‘L:{_lh.. Tanation
1s immediately called for as a matter of course oo
of the Rajah as Judge or Magistrate in his
Rajah in his individual capacity.

22, In para. 56 of his letter, Mr. Crawford represents, that tl
attendance of prosecutors and witnesses is seldom. or ever, re ,u' d 2
that to cause their attendance would entail on inn’ocent ;rt'q lred, .
of ha}*dsllip, which would induce concealment of crime }; iﬁleZ'a de%;xee
ther it was usual in cases of murder, in which the se.ntenc;1 :;e h: 1:-
death, to depend on depositions sent in by the Rajahs, Mr, All n oy
that the usual practice was correctly stated, that he.could.not ;’;dsays’
case during the incumbency of his predecessor, in +which the wit; ol
%md been called for and examined by the Agent. Mr. Allen report nT}?es
in all cases in which the Rajahs themselves, or their personal fla),vorzice‘ .
dependants are not concerned, he thinks that the evidence taken befsoxc‘):

the Rajahs may be considered trustworthy, but that few of the Rajah
understand how to prepare a case properly, s

#xplanation
, they allude only to acts
territory, not to acts of the

or how to examine a wi
. top 3 a witness
mn a cas y Y ;5 1 n hi
a case of any intricacy ; it has therefore been his practice, in all doubt
X -

?ul or suspicious cases to send for and examine the witnesses himself,
if a ease comes from the furthermost South-western states, he ord ,t;;r,
Principal Assistant at Sumbhulpore to examine the witnesseis- thaters ”
was then under examination before the Principal Assistant at Sl,lmbhu? o
which could not with propriety have been entrusted to a Native Chitffo "
.23. .Hitherto the sentences passed on the perpetrators of the most hein’o
crimes in this Agency have, generally speaking, been exceedingly leni uts
but under the orders of the Most Noble the Governor lately iiu;’mfnd’
henceforth murder is to be punished with death. I do not tlﬁnk 1t ia eld,
be safe in any such case to depend entirely on depositions taken b .
?f these J ungle Chiefs. It is true, as represented by Mr. Crawford yt;’]’;:
if reporting a crime is always to be followed by a long journe t,o tl
Sudder Station, crime will be concealed, in order to avoid the ix:\)éonvenliEi
e‘n(fe and h.ardship, and Mr. Allen also thinks, “ that it would be highl
“‘ 1nex‘pedlent to rfathire the attendance of prosecutors and witnegssez
before the Agent in all cases sent up for his final judgment : that it

(11 )

« would be felt as a great hardship throughout the Political Estates, and
« the result would, he believes, be extensive concealment of crime.” The

system introduced by M,r. Allen appears judicious. I think, in every

case of wilful furder, where the sentence must, on conviction, be death,
some of tho witnesses at least should he examined by an Officer, European
or Native, in the employ of the Government. 1 would trust to the dis-
cretion of the Agent to select the witnesses to be examined by himself, or
an Officer delegated by him, with the proviso that the evidence of such
witnesses, irrespective of the evidence taken by the Rajah, must suffice
to produce conviction of guilt. The accused should always be questioned
by, and his deposition be committed to writing before, the Agent or his
Assistant.  Mr, Allen admits that he does not think the evidence taken
before a Rajah in which he or his favorites or dependants might be con-
cerned, would be trustworthy. It is quite impossible, that the Agent
should, on each occasion, be able to discover, whether the favorites and
dependants of a Rajah are concerned in a case or not, and therefore im-
possible always to trust the depositions. .

94, Mr. Allen would bave it left entirely to the discretion of the
Agent to summon witnesses, or not, according to circumstances, as in some
cases it is perfectly safe to proceed without them. He “ has had more
«than one case in which the prisoners have confessed their erimes so
« gircumstantially and so truthfully, as to make it quite unnecessary to
 call for witnesses,” but Mr. Crawford never having seen the witnessesin
any one case disposed of during his incumbency, shows, I think, that it
would be better to rule, that in cases of wilful murder, the witnesses

should be examined as I have proposed.

95. I do not see why the same extent of authority should be entrust-
ed to all the Rajahs. It appears to me, that it might be in many respects
advantageous to give to some Rajahs greater powers than are exercised by
others. I would have the granting of extended powers regarded as a
token of trust and confidence and as conferring credit and honor on the
Rajah to whom they were entrusted.

96. It appears that at present it is not accurately defined, what
cases the Rajahs are to dispose of, and what cases they are to report.
They are considered competent to record a judgment in every case which
may occur within their estates, but all their orders are open to the re-
vision of the Agent, and no order is held to be final till it has been

before him.
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27. The Agent very rarely interferes with orders in misdemeanors
and miscellaneous cases, unless an appeal is preferred, or mistake is
apparent, on the face of the Rajah’s proceedings. Cases of burglary, theft,
and affray are always scrutinized by the Agentor his Assistant., When
the Rajah’s sentence is for a period - exceeding two years, the defendant
1s always sent with the rec ord to the Agent, who hears the case in regu-
lar form, taking the defence of the prisoner de novo. If further inquiry
is required, it is made, and if the attendance of witnesses be thought
necessary, they are summoned. When the proceedings are complete, the
Agent passes his final order, confirming, modifying, or annulling the sen-
tence of the Rajah. T would introduce classes corresponding with the
powers of Regulation IX. of 1807, the powers of Regulation III. of 1821,
the full powers of a Magistrate, and the powers of a Sessions Judge. The
least trustworthy should report their proceedings for confirmation when
they sentenced a party to above one month’s imprisonment ; the second
class should report their proceedings for confirmation when they sen-
tencgd to above one year’s imprisonment ; the third class should oniy
report when they sentenced to above three years; and the fourth class
should report when they sentenced to above seven years’ imprisonment
and all cases of murder.

28. Mr. Allen says, that “the Rajah’s passing‘sentence sometimes,
“ gives rise to difference of opinion as to the measure of punishment
“ to be awarded,” but as the Agent can always pass such sentence as
he thinks fit, the difference of opinion cannot injure his authority, while
passing sentence increases the responsibility and the consequence of
the Rajahs, and makes them more careful.,

29. In reporting on Cuttack, I vecommended the appointment
of a Native Assistant to the Superintendent of the Tributary Mehals.
I strongly recommend the appomtment of such an Officer in
this Agency. Besides the usual duties of an Assistant, I would, when-
ever necessary, send him into certain estates to hold trials; by so
doing relieving the Governor General’s Agent, relieving the prose-
cutors and witnesses, procuring a record on which orders might be
confidently passed, and affording much instruction to the Rajah, and
his subjects.” The trials conducted by the Assistant so deputed should
always, when practicable, be disposed of with the assistance of a jury.

30  In reporting on Sumbhulpore, I have proposed the transfer of
that estate, and the Gurhjat Estates in the uneighbourhood, to Cuttack,

{
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t I think the establishmen
nce of these orders. At presen i .
furtherancet Schools any where in these Mehals would be .of ht'ilei \lslf;;
Govemmenld direct the Agent to inquire for indigenous Village Schoo I,
but T wou 1 School, with twenty-five boys was found,

and wheraver o fowttine the Hindee books used in the Schools of

would distribute gratuitously.
Behar and the Western P-rovm0f35. '
39 All the English establishmentsin t e e &
Th i)e atv Commissioner represents, that a secon glis N
"ty roqed d for his Office, it being beyond the physical cap f
o reqmret d?) the; work. T have no doubt of the correctuess o
?\ién7g§x$iit§n’s representation. e has nota Dufterf;:. Ie;::c(;n{;
m:ﬁ that a sezond Writer on Rupees 20 and a Dufteree on Kupee:

apg;int‘;d ::(;0}111151)? ficceo.mmend that the Officer doing duty with the
3. s g s

1 i : incipal
Battalion, should always be an Assistant in the Of’ﬁLe. ofhthe P:d a};O
Aa "umt,of the Lohardugga Division stationed at Rainchee,
ssis ) g

1 ma:y
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his Agency are inefficient.

in t )
qualify himself to take charge of any Office 1 |
e T fter representing, that in thirteen
’ Report on Chyebassa, a ! i

e :ﬂ yt o pchanﬂes had taken place in the hez.xd of the Oﬂice,.
e \that if Coovenanted Officers cannot be induced to renll:a(;n
nted Agency should be resorted to; 1 do
e wohjection n I bave heard that an

recommended,

there for longer periods, dAg
i i in the objection made. :
k there is any force in t ' .
%?t e anted Officer would not command the respect of the wild Chie
ncovenant

icati i is would depend entirely on his per-

” COmmumcatlOnn:;l’:ll:etgsp?)f)ﬁrie{le ;l;l::zsived from I;he Governor Gero'leral’s

e Cham“gf,ﬁa r of character, suited to the duties of the Office, supp.ort-

be e i fe would be, by Mr. Allen, would encounter no difficulties 5

s cf}rt'alr?:g in the obj’ection, that a person without the commfmd of

i)llllt gi:;:}i;t and unable to handle a company of Sepoys, would, in case
e s 1 ' :
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of a disturbance, be much weaker than an Officer, who havino in his own
person, the authority of Magistrate and Commz;ndino Om;’r conslc;) o
. once act without reference to other authority. Theodifﬁcult : miuht. l?t

got over by appoiuting an Officer acquainted ‘with the I“anzaemge t 6;
troops, and giving him a local commission. ' s

DAK.

ax :
. ;o. ‘ ;['he public Officers at Chyebassa and Purulia are much dissatis-
de] w:1t1 the pl:esent postal -arrangements, under which there is oreat
elay in the arrival of the Calcutta dak at their Stations. The arr:nae-‘
(=]

ment was introduced by Mr. Crawford in January 1853, the object was to

shorten the time occupied by the dak
Chote Nasoan p y the dik between Caleutta and Rainchee,
. 36.BPreV10u}:: to that date, the Caleutta dik to Purulia went direct
rom Bancoorah to Purulia, and from Purnli i
a, 4 urulia to Rainchee ;
Calcutta dak is carried vid Govi et o
ovindpore to Golah, and th i
the next dik from Rainchee it i ’ i
. : , when it is taken i i
Rainchee letters to Purulia. pand cmod with the
y %e t’_?he C‘;Il.(zlutta, dak to Chyebassa, which Station is 110 miles airect
st irom Midnapore, is carried vid Govind |
, , pore and Golah to Rainch
?nd dlispatc.:hed thence to Chyebassa with the Rainchee letters If t:tkge,
ro;r; urulia to Chyebassa, there will be a saving in time of t\;vo days .
8. I. c.onsult'ed .the Governor General’s Agent, and he concurg,\. it
me in (ipunon, that it would be a great improvement to take the (;1 ll
}cjutta, dak to Purulia and Chyebassa through Bancoorah. The Chyeba,sa;a_,
t }zlmg would then go direct from Purulia to Chyebassa. Tle runners o
n
the rl())uteffrom Chota Nagpore to Chyebassa would be no longer wanted
t .
((31 ag from Chota Nagpore to Chyebassa would be brought to Puruli ,
an3 go from thence to Chyebassa with the Calcutta Majl ) ”
o ﬁ? 'l"he Governor Gen'eral’s Agent represents, that a considerable
t ¢ exists between Purulia and Bancoorah, chiefly in shell-lac, brass
:11 ensils, tussur, &c.‘; that there is rather an extensive private cor;es on:
bence‘_betweenthe two places, and that a direct Ppostal communicart)ion
Oetl\\veexihth;m, as recommended, would be advantageous Captain G
akes, the Principal Assistant of Purulia, shov ince "
: , vs, that since the dAk wag'
t:;ken off this route, the Purulia postage has fallen off from an average
of Rupees 66-9-0 to an average of Rupees 50-3-0 b

pore, are on a very inefficient footing.

“into twenty stages,
tween ope andebwo miles®per hour. The pay allowed for each runner

s onl
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i~
ingements between Chota Nagpore and Sumbhul-

40, 'The postal arra
The distance is 190 miles, divided

and the time occupied is six days, the rate being be-

y Rypees 2 per mensem. The establishment entertained will not
suffice for more than one runner. They are afraid to pass the forests
alone at night from fear of the numerous wild beasts which frequent
them, consequently the packets often reach Sumbhulpore two and three
together. If {wo runners are allowed for each despatch, they will travel

at night, though in parts the wild buffaloes and tigers are so numerous,

it is o service of much danger. The authorities recommend that four

runners should be allowed at each stage, at Rupeces 3 per mensem
cach, the expense will be Rupees 212 per mensem, ins’ead of Rupees

112-8-0 at present allowed.
41. 1 have elsewhere proposed, that Sumbhulpore and the neighbour-

ving Gurhjat Mehals should be transferred to Cuttack. Should that-re-

commendation meet with approval, direct postal communication between ®
Sumbhulpore and Chota Nagpore will be no longer necessary.

49. An Assistant being now stationed at Kornda, it is necessary that
postal communication should be established between that place and
Rainchee. There is a Zemindarry dik as far as Lohardugga, but no
communication between that place and Kornda, a distance of 54 miles.

43. The distance should be divided into six stages, and four runners

should be stationed at each of the four intermediate stages, for in that
part of the country, people will not move at night alone. Two at Kornda.
and two at Lohardugga will suffice. The authorities say, that runners
can be procured at Rupees 2-8 per month, but they strongly recommend
that Rupees 3 be allowed, for the lower sum will procure the services of
only the very worst of the labouring population. The expense will be
Rupees 60 per mensem. The Principal Assistant recommends that an
Overseer should be appointed on Rupees 6, but at present the necessity
of incurring this expense is not shown. .

44, The DAk Moonshee at Baghoda complained that he was entirely
alone at the Chowkee, that he had more than once applied for a peon
to help him without success, and that it was unfair to expect him to do
that which ought to be done by a peon. What is the usual establish-
ment at a place like Baghoda, I do not know. I cannot suppose that
there is a very great deal of business at Baghoda. When once a person

153
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is called Moonsheé, he considers it beneath him to do any nlaﬁgial,flabor
A Moonshee may not occupy his hands, except to write. Possibly
at places like this, if a peadah cannot be allowed, it would be well tc
call the Officer, the Chuprassee, and give him* a badge ',nd the Moon-

* shee’s allowance. .

45.  The Principal Assxstantq have carried into effect the orders res
pecting the Zemindary Dék. In Hazareebauwh in- 1853, the cover:
received were 139, the covers desp'xtched 343. The Jungle Districts will
in all probability, be the last in which there will be any great increase ir
the Mofussil correspondence. Those whose language has mo written
characters by which their thoughts can be expressed, will not for some-
time learn to yalue the advantages of correspondence. .

46, In Chla Nagpore the number of covers conveyed to the Than-
nahs in 1853 was 105, and received 117.

47. In Purulia there were 428 covers conveyed to the Mofussﬂ Than-
nahs and 15 received from them.

. * % * * Y % Co¥
* * * * * - * %

© . (Signed)  HENRY RICKETTS.
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