LECTUR ON PATRIOTISM
BY

'Srj. Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

'GENTLEMEN,

Patriotism is a charming word. It is in the mouth of every
one from the Viceror down to the school-boy. Every one
wants us to be patriotic in lis own way. There is that theory
of “ composite patriotism ” started by Lord Curzon. From that
down to the school-boy’s ilea of patriotism, yon have various
grades; and it is indeed very difficult ‘to speak on the subject,
wxbhout 'if not’offending, but contradicting the views of some of

these gent]emen What is patriotism? It comes from Paler
vhich means father, and would literally mean our duty towards
our father whether vatural or adoptive. That.is not however
the meaning in which the word is used: The word father is
used metaphorically in the word patriotism and it means the
love of your father-land whether native or adopted, and it is
not merely the.love of the father- land but zealous work for the

progress of that father-land, Patriotism includes love and work |

combined for the good of one’ s father-}and or one’s nation.
Patriotism pre-supposes the idea of nationality. I{ there is no
nation, there is no patriotism. If there is already a nation, then
to work for the good of that nation is patriotism. I am speaking
of Indian Patrictism. 1t may happen that tkere is no nation
and thaf you have-to make one. That also is the duty of a
patriot. He has to maake a nation and see that it occupies an
equal place and an equal rank with the other nations of the
world. You will ask what a nation is. It is rather difficult to

define exactly with the logical precision what a nation is. But.

for our present purposes we can define it asan independent
political unit so far as the affairs of this world are concerned.
Of course there are nations that have created empires and there

.
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-aro others that have not created empires. But \leega’\/rér”"jou«
find in the affairs of this world an independent unit.whech has to
be reckoned with, it is a nation. Work for the good of that
nation means patriotism, ' -

2. You must have read the lives of persons that made
England, France, America &c. They are called the makers of
nztions, And these makers are otherwise called pa:riots. Patriots
are those who, where there is no nation, make one, but if there .
is already one, lead it on to occupy a higher and higher position
in this world. We shall presently see what that higher position
is. I am not going so deeply into the subiect as to place before
you what the ideal of an English patriot or an American patriot
or a Frenchipatriot ought to be. We are concerned more with .
India and ourselves. I shall speak cf the duties- of an Indian
patriot, about the lines in which he ought to work and about
the nature of his work and of course, in doing so, I shall have
to touch upon the ancient history of this land.

8. The definition of a nation whick I have given you, is
with reference to the other nations of the world. If we look ab
our ancient, history, we find that India was a secluded country.
India then was what present writers call “ A conjuries of na-
tions”, and a group of so many different nations in the modern
sénse of the word, If you look at the map of India, you see

-in the north-west there were six Mahammadan Kingdoms esta- -

blished. There was the anapui\: Kingdom. 'T'hen down .belo\zv,
the kingdoms in the ¢ Mahavashtra” and further dos‘vn in
Southern 1ndia there were the kingdoms of Pandyas and Cholas.
I am not going to say whether these people who :?flr.xlinistered
these Provinces were without any higher non-egoistic idéal.

4. TPatriotism is non-egoistic virtue. It is altruistic in its
operation. When we go to the Ancient history, Whi-tt we h.ave
to look at first is, was there any ideal which the administrations
of those petty kingdoms placed before themselves—an ideal
which was higher than the family or individual ideal? If you

go to that history, you find that there were such ideals. rThert.> .

3

were empires also, but empires meant in those days quite
different things from-what they mean to-day. An empire now
means one rule from Himalayas to Cape Camorin, and. the sub-
Ject races are governed by the samg rules, same regulations and
the same laws, be thoy of whatever kind. 'An empire of that
kind never existed before. Llhe older idea of an empire which
was also the Chaldean idea was that out of the several kingdoms
which made up India, the ruler of one province, by his policy
and sagacity, distinguished himself and made the rulers of other

provinces his subordinates. In that way, they paid tribute to
that ruler. But besides this tribute, there was mno other mark

of subjection. There v;{,as complete antonomy in each of these
provinees, but only as a mark of subordipation, a tribute was
levied, from the other-minor provinces. An empire then did
not mean an assumption of the internal administration of a pro-
vince by the Sovereign power. What was the idea of nationality ?
What was the idea of patriotism? The ideas of men are found
by their sutroundings and if you look to the surroundings of
those times, the administrators, the learned men aud the states-
men were not deyoid of any ideal higher than'the individuval.
And beyond the family, these statesmen looked to the province.
It may be a particular province in the case of a particular man,
but there was that ideal. Beyond the ideal of a province, thefe
was no ideal of the whole country. But the higher ideal that
was found then, was the Vedantic' ideal for the good of all
humanity. That higher ideal in the state pf circumstances then
existing, rose from the provincial ideal. The idea- that the
country consisted of so many provinces, and all those provinces
had a siggle interest and a single ideal to look to was not con-
ceived becanse it was not necessary to conceive that idea in

.those days.. It was not the intellectnal fanlt of our ancestors.

Practically each province had 'a Government of its own. All of
them no doubt were united by o certain tie, There was a kind
of unity. There were ties which bound those provinces together,
But those ties were not cogceived as constituting a national tie,
because the country was differently circnmstanced in those days.
That being the case, take the ideal of Vijiayanagaram dynasty.
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Later on, take the ideal which. to a certain extc;nt inspired the
Mabhrattas, to found a kind of Mahratta nation only about two
Pundred and fifty years ago. Now if you consider all tl

ideals, you find that they were non-egoistic. o

A

Wer:l;w:.l;h:r rgtent, t.he.'scope and the limits of those ideals
e more o :ISSlprovmcml.. When Sivaji made the conquest,
1o was for d.L ahratta nation. The Mahratta viation wasina

way .xstmgu\shed from the Bengal nation and from the
Sout:hern _natlons and the endeavour of the. Mahratta state
and especially Nana Farnavis was to'do evérvthing i(n 11;8 owor
!;o keep the prestige of the Mahratta nating, its influgnce az(zl‘vi:
;glei(;r]t:on]::;] Now iu our present circumstances; T udr;nitn_thut that
o Jooks a'.rrow. But you must not look-to the limits of the

rely : you must look to the cpirit which inspired th
men to form .thOSe ideals at the time.” The limits wzreenot :1?2
:;:e;?::y aqd‘_}ll:;c:;i ?iset}ideals. C"1‘lxey were only inrposed ab
- .- wera not the essentials. The essence of those
:cé:::;:v‘:: t}]ae sgmt which 'governed fm(]d inspired those admin*-
prmors to tl):e own a pol-lcy bx which for the time being at
omond a inﬂupn;;reo:::lr:icce}f linn i}r:dm a‘ssumed an importance and

3 ose Ga rar
Lein%bh a.nd breadth of this Jand. \Vhi:’ ‘\‘;ngielcfnt(()::]{:l?:zt;‘::;
id:;}i’:srf)xgggsbgfet::gi% {x(;sroes, it is to be remembered that hh‘e
i st bo exte sh; tl?ough, the spirit should be the same.
. ) i pf eseut circumstances, we are entirel

dxfferent.. El‘hose proyincial and racial ideals will not secve ou{'
purposes in these days. We should extend the thit; “make
them broader, more liberal and to a certain extent as Lo;d Cur-
zon has said, “composite”. The circumstances are now éltered,

- an alter tl 1 d h i
. e establ h iti
d tht’ lt ation-18 due to t iIshment Of the BIItlSh lule

Withiileizée?teighol tllx)mks upon this subject wust not stop
Taon Jho anclent 3&; ut procee.d. to realize the ideal intro-
duce . and by westex-p llh({rattlre, western arts and

ern seiences which accompanied tue establishment of British
rqle in India. When you come to consider all these, tlie first
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[nestion that arises, of course, is that from Himalayas down to
Supe Camorin, what was geographical Indin once, has become a
ingle administration; under the control of the British Govern-
nent. 'That is a chief factor. 1t would notdo to revive the old
idenls except that their spirit mus$ be continued. The present
~ondition is that the whole country has become subject to one
rule, nnd onr aspiration should be to make one nation out of the
different provinces. All these provinces should live as one man
and shonld entertain 2s one man certain ideals and determine

upon certain methods for the realisation of these ideals. -
) )

v

7. 1 have already told you that the idea of patriotism in-
volves the idea of nationality. I pass over the minor points and
touch upon the leading ones to determine what constitutes a
nation. There is the ethnological element, the element of
langnage, the element of religion, the element of literature,
and the element of tradition. All these taken together—men
coming from one ethnoligical race, moved by the same tradi-
tions, same ancient history, same ideals and professing the same
faith, and socially living in the same style, make vp a nation.

8. Tt you fook to the other nations of the world, you find
these different factors which go to make up the idea of a nation.
By the method of difference and agreement you might eliminate
some of these factors, but even if you do so, it wonld be difficult

to distinguish or to separate the influence which one of those -

factors has upon the idea of nationality as distinguished from

the influence which another factor may have. “The first duty of -

an Indian patriot now is to see whether we are of a nation. It
may kg self-love or gelf-deception. I do not say nay or it may
be anything but the answer that comes to our lips is that India
is one nation. We may not be able to argue or point out that

every one of the factors that I have mentioned as going to con-

stituting a nation exists in India. Perhaps the wish is father to
our thonght. We wish that India is one nation. We say that
India is one nation. Hqpe is the very sals of patriotism. 1f you

have no hope and if you do not expect India to be a nation she

;
!
i
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;;glszizc;; }):v: ::‘tilor; Ilt; is n.(;t for (;1 patriot to be disappointed‘
k ork quite independently of ti :
which that work may produce. If yon p d i Iy I‘esu.lt.s
the resul!; may be late in coming'butyit W‘ivl(lnclt)m:lgrlldthi:t' T
to b? beneficial in the end. . Tt is with that confidence ;lsl b
patriot should set to his work. One who cannot command 2:1 Z
,':onﬁdeuce and whose? n?,ture is susp’icious will not be a fit persoan
0 carry on any patriotic work. He may write, speak or di
!out if }.)‘e has no confidence in the gpod result of his work 1
impossible that he can work as a patriot, ’ s

. bi. aml‘:; yo;xaﬁcc: ut: ((::;ms':ger :he question whether India
n b s ~cousiderations crop up i i
with it. One man says, that unless the wholz olf I::liz():onr::tlzz

profess one fflith or unless théy all become Christians or MuhS
mar.lans or Hindus for the matter of taat there cannot aris ona
natlo'n from the heterogenous committies: Another ma “ays
that it is our social customs that keep us behind and down Sayds
u:.xless we cast them away there is no salvation. Ouar indn tal']- l.
friend says that unless the Indian industries are revi ';S e
unless' the country accumulates more wealth—for vel lim'd
power—there can be no salvation for India. Each ma:e:at‘s h:':,

own view and pushes it forward. Buat when we consider the ~

subject.s from all points of view it must be admitted that all
t,hese.vwws are more or less one-sided. When we consida tz

question 0'? nafionality and national progress we cannot eix"f c(;
to look.at; it only from one stand point of view. We mns: lk'ork
ff)r progress all along the line and understand the ﬁutuml OIO

tions of the different parts so that in our enthusiasm ;' one
we may not kill or come in conflict with others. Whe I°" lone
before you these three or four factors I do not me n to tay
that they are not the ideals but all I mean is that 1:’1 o of
them cannot be taken to constitute the sole ideal ‘ V?/:One o
observe their co-ordination and subordination and .in thef g
wo must.for the time being at any rate keep aside th:‘ :}?59
ideal which conflicts. When we raise this question and s(;)e:!:

of these ideals there are opponeuts of course. ‘There is not a ©

7. 4

doctrine in the world which has not its opponent. - These oppo-

nents point out the hopelessness of Indians being able to form
themselves into a single nation. They point out the differences
in languages and climatic conditions existing in the various pro-
vinces and ask how it is possible formen different in so many
respects coming-together and working for the realization of #
certain ideal. It is impossible to liave a reconciliation they say.
Then as if to dilappoint us further they say that even if all these
differences were obliterated for the time being, yet the vastness
and the extent of the country is such that these differences will
crop up again within a few 'years and that if they crop up the
state of thicgs will be the same. : :

e

L
10. Supposing Indian were to'accept Christianity, cven

then, there will be différent (Ghurches quarrelling between them-
gelves: the Bengal Chum.:h\ will quarrel with the Bombay Church

and the Madras Church wilf quarrel with Travancore Church
awe way as Sivites and Vaishnavas were

Our critics want us to be contended with

being in the present state looking for & small social comfort

here or a little family comfort there. Of course there is also

the other side to be considered and that side is the circumstances

that India is divided. There arenodoubt differences of langnage
and we do not want to ignore them. But ab the same time
there are certain factors which if properly developed and culti-
vated will eventnally lead to oune nationality. Now take for in- '
stance-the Hindus by themselves. So many of them are at least
governed by the Shastras held sacred all over the country:
there are no doubt ‘minor differences. But there is agrecment
in this, #iz., that all Hindus whether they be in Bengal or Mah-
rastra or Madras arc actuated by ideals pointed in our Puranas
and Vedas. They have the same history, they live in the same
land though they do not speak the same language and they are
under the same Government which is a new factor introduced
"and their grievances are the same. So in that way the British
rule itself contributes ones factor, an important factor indeed,
which in the evolution of nationality . ig likely to be a preGQIr_xi__-v_.__

s

and so on in the s
quarrelling-once.
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nant and chief factor. There is thus a common element betweéﬁ
the Hindos and Muhammadans and between Parsis and Christi-
ans, When you find youar wordly interests bound up together—
Interests which can be promoted ot furthered only by a timmon
‘cause or by making up a common cause by the adoption of some
means or some methods,—then there is certainly oue reason

why we should all work together and share in the-benefits whicli
are sure to be conferred by our joint action. Thaf being the case
there are ene or two elements which if properly worked up and
developed will go to make up a nation. - The very first thing
‘we have to do is to consider what factors there are which’ will
Lelp us in building a nation. We should at the same &ime dis-
cover those factors the existence of which will be prejndicial to
our work aud we should find the meansto curtail or minimise
if not to altogether destroy the influencds of those factors. The.'st-;
are exactly the questions for a patriot to consider. He has ﬁ;'sb
,to make a nation in the modern sense of that word and then
nt?ad on that nation further in the' path of progress and civiliss

tion. That is the ideal of an Indian patkiot. ° o

1. Just look at the growth of .the last 50 years—;I will
not say a hundred years. Veéry many of you know of the work
done. by the Tndian National Congress and other, Associations.
Bnt. in some quarters I have noticed at any rate a sort of im-
patience at the slowness of the growth or progress that we have
made. .However look at the difficulties. 0?11- task is not so
easy that we can have it done in a day or a vear-or a decade or
S\irsndone f)r two scores of years. Taking into consideration the
disndvantages nnder which we have to work and realizing the
:)r:y;}(])r.t:;.n(.:e of the difficulties and also perceiving the significance
hdveem:(ci;o:vsi"; hI:we already indicated, the progress that we
A » Tam confident, appear to be more satisfactory
even,ord‘im.r 'L: crities appear t:o think or for the matter of that
apordin va{‘e en appear to t_hmk (Hear, hear). The difficulties
o . ‘very great. In the same proportion that they

e grea!; must be our resolve to surmount them. A patriot is
not to be d‘a,unted by the difficulties he has to face, If the task

. 9.

more difficalt the better it is for him, for the development of
arncter cousists in conquering difficulties. A mation that has
, difficulties to encounter would be a nation containing a use-
ss set of men. It is difficulties that test a man aund educate a
an, If you go to one of the gcenes described in the Maha-
arata, Yudhishtara is represented there as saying Let me
we difficultieg always ”. Difficulties give you a training which
»u cannot ex}ecb in the circumstances of an easy situation.
he existence of difficnlties i the performance of  task for the
»od of the country is noargument why there should be. any
ssitation ov halt in the performance of that duty. The diffi-
alties mys% be overcoé‘]e they are of human creation and the
-eation of the anticedants of our Karma and Karma can be
iped off by Karma alone glaiear, hear). '
. ) M

12. The very circumstance that there are difficulties in our
‘ay ought to inspire us to a nobler Karma of such efficacy that
. will destroy the previous Karma and create new gurroundings
jr us.  That is the idesl which every one-of us should place
efore us and when this is done even in the new circumstances
ae work that we are.called upon to do will appear to be noble
nd refreshing. :I have already referred Lord Curzon’s theory
f “composite patriotism” and to the different races that inhabit
his laud. * The ethnological element is the same, their mother
ountry is the same, the same blo>d rans in the veinsof the
ieople belonging to the various races. It is ofcourse usual to
alk of Avyans, Semi-Aryans, Dravidians and non-Aryan aborgi- -
ries, &c..and historically this is a: very good division. Aryans
ntermised themselves and the race that inhabits this land now
s ethuologically a mixture. There is mo. question about that.
['o-go back to the old division of races is simply a matter of
sstory. 'The races have become mixed up in course of time, and
;o speak the truth there is no real Sudra as there is no real
Brahman. (Cheers). Both' stand ethnologically on the same
level and to rake up the divisions now and tell one class of
people that they are of such and such race and inferior to cer-
tain other race is'the height of absurdity even historically consi--
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dered. The ethnological element ought to help up in bringing
all these people together. Knowing history by the recent re-
searches, if we utilize that knowledge we ought to be able to sea
that India is now inhabited by oue race. Whatever the differ-
ences in religion, whatever the differences in langyages or what-
ever other provincial differences and social eustoms may be, they
are not the essentials. They are something liks the dress in
use. Your turban or dhowati may be different from mine and
~we may put them on in different ways, it matters not in which
way we use them. The inner man is-the same. He is actuated
more or less by the same feelings. So long as ethnologically
the race continues to be the same in Indip, the existence of that
element will work on the salvation of the country. ,
N
13. There are people who say that mass education is quite
necessary, i.e. that unless every one in India begins to read and
write it is not possible to make one nation. That is one view.
I do not mean to say that the masses do not require to be educa
cated. By all means give them as much’edncation as you possi-
bly can. But it should at the same time be remembered that the
education that is required for nationality is not mere reading
and writing. You must avail yourselves of all occasions by
which people of different provinces and belonging to different
sects will come together and be moved by one ideal and people
should be required to take part in movements which are more
or less universal and common to all the different sects. Unless
people are accustomed to act in this way we cannot except the
inhabitants of any country to form themselves into one nationa-
lity, by merely asking them to learn to read and write.

14. We are required to be moved by one ideal. Have we
anything of the kind ? Have you not got an ideal for the attain-

ment of which the whole of India can goin ? Have you not got

an ideal where the people of different provinces can join? Again
have you not got an ideal for which the men belonging to one
religion at any rate may join ? Ttis for the leaders of the country
to find out such ideals and educate the people to join them and

1t

not merely to join them but to learn to work in tl}e furtherenc
of the movements started with such ideal‘s. ‘ 'l‘h.a.t is what I.meal
by real education which must be of a kind which though intro
duced into different provinces and part of the Fouutry may even‘
tually tend to meet in the same focg.s, The c}rcumst,a(;lcest.onrlxai_
appear to be divorgent at first but if Fhah kind of e uca;er :
imparted to the masses and of course imparted for a num
years, it must Rear its fruit. /

o i ial idet thi oke to you 18~

15. The industrial 1ﬂefxls. of :;bfmh. ;nipthat thgprépox
movement we all of us caa join in andif we , e
tion that is-allowed ta as is not enough tf‘t keep us com{')etn;n t};a
is the duty of every ore of usto work in order t? o dzcenﬂj
share of national prodsce which will enable us t? hved s
Our aim should be the sageé-in the matter of social ax; 'e};orm (
matters.” Merely social;refgrm for the suke c?f SOle]i{.l S
industrial reform for its sake will not l.xe];? us in wol fmgts so 1«)6
idea of nationality. There are also mdwn'dual com 0§' e
fooked to. Take for instance the big question of fzm; eou oo
tion. There are certain families that gri'u'nh it. But 1 i\tima;e
sight of the fact that that education 1s given for og?ect -
object which is common t3 the whole‘nntlon‘, that 0.] e
be achieved and not only that, your efforts 1n a particu a.t ree
tion will bear no fruit. Every one of these :novemet: son-e 3
common basis which' regnires to be reu‘le.mberea by el‘lfe‘}; e
us. There may be differences of opinion. But‘ a d(;f e
bound to work with one aim, one object, one gO.-‘vl ,J‘mdiﬁerences ,
work in that way we shall very soon find that mmf)r, ‘

do not stand in our way.
‘ .

' 16. When we come to Muhamadans, Christians 01}') Ifu!‘:;
sians we are told by the highest authority in- the lar{d ;a' 2 :
idea must be composite. We must of course include in the Sche
of our work the different races that inhabit the country. }(:
only that but the ideal of all onght t? be to fo‘rm alpart of t ;
British Empire (Hear, ear). That is how it was put for.war ‘

o by the Viceroy himself. Howsoever we may gon’demn his ut~
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terances atthe Convocation, thatideal of ¢ éompnsite ﬁatriotism "

+ g ¢
was put forward at the end of the Convocation address. It may be

that 1 do not myself approve of some of the utterances but it is
not f?r me or for you to approve of them, that i§ beside t]l'S'
qnes.txo-n. When we come t¢ the practical side of the guesti .
}?at.notxsm or the spirit of patriotism must work within ; (’S;t"'"":’
llmll:s: You cannot hope to wage war against those fact};::su wal'
of which are fixed for you by a hand the workings of ‘whic?:"\:z'

men with our limited capacity are not able to divine
‘necl;essary to go into brouder qxzesbi6n§. There is so’much worl
to be t:iono that a patriot -here may sifely accept the ot
situation. He has no reason to complain’a

. gainst that si i
He need not take into consideration i Yination.

‘ she' effect of thes
H ot ¢ : ' these move-
ents in course of time. It is not for the practical patriot or

statesman to look to the far-reaching cffects of his efforts
‘ , pro-

able, possible or imaginar v fi

bab ginary. He must have con ce in the
'b R iden

goodness of the methods he employs and when he has thu:: Cft)}ll) i

fidence, then sarely no one can say that good work

]ends. to evil results. Good mnst lead to good as evilevenvma“y
to evil. When you are once convinced by the stndy :;“]W -
and the circumstances of the country that cert..’xin)rnethnzmry
work that you adopt in the interest’of the countr ’ -O "
mf‘t'hlods, you need not be afraid of or take into ag’c::le gO(I))d
crificisms of the oppoents who say that these methods mul;lbh:a:i}

t unce t nndesllablel rad 4§ esires 1 ‘l m |,he“‘ hln
O un rtain or eSUlLS nd ld.b <] 0

8
polnt.of view. ‘ d

-

-

17. I for one perfectly accept the idea ‘. ioti

gested by Lord Curzon. The da,yg are gone w(l)lfer}) ;;;f:':t:lsszfr:
work f.or the Mahratta nation, the Bengalis for Bengal, Raj l;ts
for Rajaputana or for the matter of that the Madrasiscfor, I\I#dpras
We must be more liberal, more broadminded and include in ont:
programme work for the good of all the various races living in
f‘he dlff@(:(’ﬂb prr?vinces of the country and in-that. sense itisa’

composite patriotisin®. As regards political results we may take
the (%eﬁ.nitioxx for the present that we- have to work under the
restriction that our work.should be conducive to maintain- the -

2

1t is not .

ipresent’
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relation between India and England or in other words our work >
should Le eonducive to the growth of the British Empire (Hear,-
heari. That position being admitted there is enongh scope for
work. When' we speak of nationality and for national or politi-
el work, we are uite willing to bd members of the British
Empire. Ouly, we are not willing to be dead nembers of thab:
Empire (Hear, hear). We do riot want to hang asa dead weight..
Wo want to be Yiving men. 1f there is to be a difference let-
that difference be as between the right hand and left hand. Both:
liave to co-operate in the wogk. We want to be members but mem-
bers on the same footing as between partners even su pposirg that.
there are yvédmninanb partaers and other partuers in the glory
of the Empire. Haas thu been the case? Are we such members?
If not, it is our duty to become sach members. 1f you look to’
the present circumstancesy waat do you find? We are not such
members of the British: Kmpire> Accepting the definition of
“ Composite patriotism”’ of Lord Curzon 1 do not accept the
partnership between a master and a servant but quite prepared

' to accept a partnership as betwecu a-predominant partner and

another partner. Hven with that limitation what do we find?
Even u subordinate partauership is denied us—denied not in one
department not only in Government service but industrially,
commercially, socially, iotellectually and | may add emotionally:
In every department of life there appears to be a line drawn for
you and you are told «Thus far and no further.” Well, it is
for Indian patriots to see that this line is pushed forward until
every member of the British Empire is brought vn the other
side of tte line (Hear, hear). It is for us to werk in that direc-
tion and we are ourselves to blame if we do not exert ourselves
to do tlat. The line is drawn for us already.

18. Take the hundred years of the British runle in India.

Surely there is not such an intellectual famine in India that o
period of a hundred years'should not be able to produce a poet,
a philosopher, « scientist and that during such a long period
we should not learn to mike our own matches and pencils.. What
ois this_position due to-? Due, -I say-not - to: Government but to

V4
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our own ignorance. When you cast the blame on Governmeng
you should cousider the position of Government. Is it the
p.OSibl'()ll of Government to lead you on in every direction or
simply to maintain peace in the country and leave the rest to
you? As at present understrod the duties of our rulers are con-
fined to the maintenance of peace in the land, t» frame good
]a'ws for you and to carry on the zdministration of the country
with impartiality, and with the performance of those daties
t}.neir business ends. Of course, if you show energy in any
dlrec't-iou—-energy which is compatible with the safetv of the
Empire—they may now and then hé}p you. But the view thab
appears to be taken is thatit is the duty of Government to
muke the nation progress on all the diffe.ent lines much in the
same way as Japan has beeu doing during the lust thirty years
There is a difference between the Jzpapese Government and oux"
Government which we ought not to forget. That difference is
patent to us all. Tnstead of cast,ing,; all blame on Government
!et us take this work ont of, their hands, no, you need not take
it out of their hands, for, they have never .;,nken it into ther
!xa.uds (laughter). 1f you find'there is an obstacle in the /wa.y
it is our duty to see that the obstacle is removec. We ought to
have a determination to work on all the different lines and see
tl‘mt. our work results in success, if not within the nexs few ytears
ut uny rate in the next generation or even in the generation thut’;
may follow.

19. I nay divide this work into two heads —internal work
and external work,~—something like the Home and Foreigu De-
partments of the Government of India. The internal wo:k con-
sists in bringing the people of the different provinces together
_lmpt:ovi.pg their morals, educating them and making shem act nv;
?‘ne individual. How that is fo be done is a vast question again.
T'he ex.terna.l work means onr relations with foreign connbtries
fuld with our Government. Take the commercial reform for
instance. There is a depression of trade at ‘present. Commer-
f:la.lly our relations with other countries are not satisfactory. ls
it a satisfactory state of affairs that we should &l ways éxporty x.’aw.

b BT o AR R
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roduce and import manufactured articles? Should it be our.
ideal that all discoveries should come to us from America, France,
Germany and England? Should there not arise a class of in-
telligent people who will devote themselves to modern discove-
ries and to the ndvancewent of sciences introduced in the Nine-
teenth century? Should it not be the ideal of our patriots to see
what constitutes the real cause of the progress made by the other
nations of the world and even by an Asiatic nation like Japan? |
Should they nos find out the ways and means by which similar
causes may be developed ir? this country ?* That is the ideal, that
is the patriotic work that we Indians have to do. That ideal is
essentially non-egoistic., By temperament, by history and by
tradition we are a nation who are not strangers to non-egoistic
ideals. o

. -

90. There is a belief in some quarters that the old Vedantic
ideals conflict with patriotic ideals. I for one cannot see that
tle difference so pointed out is logical in any way. Vedantic
;deals never conflicted with the provincial ideals of the statements
of the old days, there was then no stage or halt, and properly

" there could not be any conflict between the two. In fact, what

for did Sri Krishna preach Bhagavat Gite to Arjuna? He
showed that the higher inclnded the lower, that the whole in-
cluded the part If the Vedantic ideal is higher it necessarily
includes the national ideal which is lower. The two are mot
irreconcilable if you know how to reconcile them. The two are
not opposed to each other. One includes the other much 1 the
same way as thousand includes five hundred. 1f any one says
that Vesantic ideal does not include national ideal 1 will say
that he is ignorant of the most elementary principles of Vedan-
tic ethics and morals just in the same way as a man who says that
thousadd does not include five hundred should be considered to
be ignorant of the elementary priucipies of artithmetic. 'The
two ideals are mutually consistent and both of them demand a
kind ‘of self sacrifice and self control. Bath of them require in
addition to self control and self sacrifice a kind of higher al-
truistic feeling by which man is impelled to ignore selfish con-.
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siderations and to work for persons eor for objects. which do not
in the least savour of any egoistic aim. That feeling is one of
love for humanity, for the equality of man before God and it is
the spirit of that feeling that governs the two ideals—Vedantic
and National. ‘ ,

21. Ifyouarea richman and your mind ennobled by Vedantic
conceptions you are for that reason a-fitter persdn to* work for
national nnion. Iunstead of disqnalifying your riches makes you
better qnalified for the performance f a national duty. If I refer
to Vedantism in that manner I am not telling you anything
strange. If our ancestors did not attempt to reconcile the
ideals which came into existence centariés after they were born
it is for us to make the reconciliation now. Iu the progressof a
nation such reconciliations do occur. 1t is no argument to say

- that the ideal is not found in the ancient books. If it is not
found in the ancient books it is our dnty to incorporate it there
but in the same spirit. That is what the evolation theory teaches
us. A tree is contained in a seed and similarly we ean raise
new ideals. Certain old ideals have to be revised. We havo

_to study them and fit them in with a new state of things, and

" when this is done then alone progress is possible and not other-

wise. Progress means adapting yourselves to changed circnms-
tances at each time. I you cannot adapt yourselves iwell, it
must be said that yon do not make a human organization. Living
organizations do adapt themeelves. It is only inanimate things
that do not adapt themselves, though evern that proposifion is
now disputed. Society is a living oiganization and if it does not
adapt itself to the changed circamstances and to suit itself to
the altered surronndings, then it must be said that that organi-
zation has become dead. There can be no other explanation and

I dare say that none of us here or for the matter of that any-

where are prepared to admit that our social or national organi.,
zation is a dead organization.

22. To-day in the biginning a passage was recited by Mr.
Ramamurthi that India was not dead but slumbers. “Sleep is;
no'death, ‘It may. be that the sleep is-long but we hope that
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that sleep will not last long and that there will be an end to thab. -
We shall no doubt wake her up and we are confident that we
shall sncceed in waking her up. When we do rea]iz:a that ffxct
then our path is quite plain. Our .path‘ onght to.be_oge thmh
leads the whole nation on progressive lines. Natl'onahty is our,
ide:ml—.\T:»mbion:forma,hion is our goal. In the adoption of means
to ends we may make mistakes We are all hu‘man. Here
and there we "might stumble but we mnsth be conscxous-tbatl.we
are walking on the path ofsduty. In spite of our stumbling

and failures, the following of this path is sure to lead us to

the goal which we all desire. If you work with con.ﬁdence
like that, on truly papriotic lines realizing what those lines are
and what their end should be and that patriotism presupposes

the idea of nationalfﬁy, then thereis very little to deter or

N » . . . in
hinder usin our progt;esssand very little to disappoint us

our aims. .

93. To sum up—patriotism involves nationa‘!ity ':;‘r;]d
dringing all races together. Patrioti‘snll must be c'on.xposm:a. e;
limits must be widened, and when we widenthose limits we,a::cepf
the composite patriotism of Liord Carzaon that we are membe:‘lsg)
the same Bmpire. Buf our goal must be thnt' we shall be
worthy members of that Empire—members hm‘nng the sz}mme
rights and privileges as the other membe:rs, belpmg each Ot.]?(;',
co-operating with each other and ‘workmg toget?u.:r t%wm‘ ]
the same goal and for the glorification of the British Empire
(Lioud and continued cheers). \ .
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Address of Welcome presented to
~ 8Srj Bal Gangadhar Tilak by the
members of the Bellary
Literary Society.
To,
BAL GANGADHAR TILAK BEsq, B. A, L. 1. B,
Resprerep. SiR, . ‘

We, the members of the Beilary Literary Society, beg leave
to uuite our voice with the chorus of welcome with which you
have already been greeted in this town, aad approach you with
this, our humble address, and thoangh thy fanlts therain might

be thick as dust in vacant chambers, we could trust your kind-

ness. Our anxiety not to let slip this golden opportunity of
your condesending visit to this town, is our only excuse in
taking advantage of it to beg of you for a few words of valuable
advice and blessing.

You have earned for yourself a nanie never to be forgotten -

by the future Historian of India as one of the makers of Indiun
nation. We feel incompetent to adequately appreciate your
profound erudition and striking genius, but we are certain.
thas this meeting could not but be a great benefit to us as the
puet says ““ Even to look' on noble forms, makes one noble.”
Long before we have heard of you and your sturdy patriotism of
which it might be appropriately said as what was once suid of
the great English Schoolmaster “ He was attacbed to his fawmily
as if he had no friends, to his friends as if he had o family,
to his counsry as if he had neither friends nor relations.” Life
is unfortunately for many no well arranged story, but a ehe-
queréd affair of shade and sun, and if it is true we live in deeds
not years, in thonghts not breath, yon have accomplished more

in youar time than what falls perhaps to the lot of many greater

wen, .

Onr Society was started in 1892 by a few stndents of the
High School and College Departments with a view to their men-
tal and moral improvement and last year our society was amalga-
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_mated with the Students Education Society, which was formed

in 1899 and we have been regularly holding meetings and doing
our work ever since. :

Sir, at a time when disintrested,public men are at a gr'eit
liscount, the appearance now and then of such ardent p:;t,r.lohs;
ike yourself, brings a hopg to us, that after all a,b r(xig :
wspect deems to dawn in this country. -.For, you are a ban of
neroes who have dedicated th'eir' lives as it were to tl'fle,cause ob
‘heir country and truth—herdes whow not all calamity’s l’lu,ge;
waves conformed, who seemt a promontary of rock, that in g e]
wid ocean meets the sarging shock, tem;‘)est buffeted, cita fi
crowned emd whose matto seems to be * Better not be at all,

than not be noble” | - t
We devoutly pray bh\?‘t' }he A]m-ighty will be pleased 1(:

bless you with more strength and skill to carry on your wor

so that it might be said of you that yours is

« A life in civic action warm,

A soul on highest, mission sent, _

A pillar s’tea.dfa,st in the storm.}”

BELLARY, 3_ C e
22-4-09. .

l

We'beg to remain,
Respected Sir,
Your most obedient students,
The Members of the Literary Society.

Mz. TILAK’S REPLY TO THE ADDRE@S.
(ADVICE TO STUDENTS).

I thank you sincerely for the address you have pr:esent'ed
me and?ox{ the invitation therein to say a few words of advice
to the wmembers of this club an'd to- the.a students who
have come here in “numbers. 1t 1s 1r.nposs1ble‘ to comiense
advice to students.in an addvess of hal't y'an hou:- or an o.u.r.
Looking at the ancient bobks, the Smntz;s’ and but'raifi.coptlam
advice which was alwgys_conveyed by a (ru'ru to his 1s<}:)1Ip es.
Take a Smriti text or any Sutras. 'There is always a chapter

awhich contains advice to students from a Guru after completing -
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That kind of advice was well suited at the tims
or to the time when it was given. That task has not been|
attempted in these days, and not being so attempted, it is
impossible to condense in ap half-hour address the leading points

that ought to go in an advice of that kind.

their initiation.

2. What is it that a studentis expected to do after he:
completes his edacation in College? That is a very d:flicult ques-
tion to deal with, In the very first place I would point out, -of
course, my experience in that line is not very extensive but I |
have spent some years as a teacher irf schools and colleges—that !
the edacation that you receive in your 'schools and colleges is |
one-sided and defective. You should a0t become dlated with &
your education, that being incomplete. -If my thirty years ex-

l

perierice goes for anything, all [ cah say is that that education
is as much defective and one-sided as the education .which the
old Shustries received from their Gurus. Wo often langh at the
education which a uru or Shastri gave ‘to his pupils and say
that they are not tanght history or geography or science &e. We
call them one-sided and orthodox. Sometimes we are unreasona-
ble in our charges. My own opinion is that the same thing may
* be said of the edacation given in our English Schools. I do not
say that the defects are identical, but they are identical in the
seuse that both kinds of education are one-sided. The whole
education is secalar. When you come into the world after leaving
your Colleges, yon find yourselves confronted with so many
problems which yon try to solve merely by the aid of logic or by
the aid of arguments which are purely secular,”

3. Religious education most of you do not receive. Mos
of you do not recsive any training as to how to conduct your-
selves in society except by placiag yourselves in rude opposition
to old social customs and habits. That is a defect marked in
the students that go out of our Universities.

4. You know nothing about the industrial development.
You know very little about the political ideals by which your
life onght to be governed, I moan the broader political ideas,

a3

At best your idea is very hazy on that point. Yoa know very

little about the history of other nations, how they fere built,
how they are being built up, what characteristics are necesssary
for building them up and what your duties are towards your -
fatherland. With so many defect? in the education that is
imparted to you, yon go into the world. - You find yourselves
naturally in opposition to the various surroundings. I know of
cases where’boyd coming oust of Colleges and for the matter of
that, girls goingup into the fajnily life find thewselves uncomfor-
table The whole style of lifg is unsuited to them. A man cannot
get.on with his mother or father or sisters or his wife and he finds
himself in &' strange ;a,tmosphere altogether. The reason for
that strange sitnation is’that you have been eduncated according
to ideals and according® to g taste which are entirely different
from the ideals and taste Whith govern your society. Ikunow of
instances like that and I'need not go into particulars. A priest
comes to help in the performance of a certain ceremony in the
hquse. You look upon it all as a mockery. Your beliefs are not
settled, they are either sceptical or atheigtic. I am not taking
any individual cases. I am describing the ordinary circums-
tances applicable to a majority of you though not all of you.
None need therefore take offence at: what I say. Your tenden-
cies are more or less sceptical or atheistic. Yon know nothing
about the ceremonies performed in your houses. You know
nothing about the ancient history of yourland except snch ideas
as are found in Mr. Dutt’s book on India and [ am not sure
whether this_ is a text book in the schools in this ‘part of the
country. The same state. of things prevails in sociai matters.
As rega.gds industrial affairs, you are prepared to take anything
from the market, be they native or foreign. You have picked
up certain principles in political economy and if you are asked to
purchase an article you go to purchase in a cheaper market.

5. You do not take into consideration any of the factors
which go to build up a nation. Doubtless you have read English
history or Roman history and the first idea with which you come
out of the Colleges is that the principles enunciated in English
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history will be applied to Indian politics as they are.” You ha:
heard the}word ¢ Constitutional ” in history and you ignore’t!
fact that the Government’of England is a Government direct
or indirectly conducted by the’peopleof the conntry. Here
India, the Government is in foreign hands and thepeople ha-
1o voice in the administration of the country.” There are lim
tations and}qualifications to be placed on doctrines which you fir
enunciated in your bocks on history, political e‘éonofny or pu
science Of course, the wholejsociety in India, Hindu or Moham:
madan, has not imbibed the same’principles. They'are conse
vative and governed by old traditions. »

You come fresh fro:
Colleges and Universities, take your;places in Socfeby and fin

that everything around you is unreasonable. This is'the attitud
with which you begin to move in yeur society. That has bee
the experience of every student wio has come out of his colleg
. and that is the experience of my “‘twenty or thirty years’ lif
after leaving my College. Gradually you! have to reconcil
yourselves with this society. You have to live in it, and if ya
want to improve it, you have still to lite in it. There must b
‘give and take’; otherwise.you will be uncomfortable. Ney
ideas which are very good in College ~ooms and acceptable to yor
and to yonr prefessors cannpt be applied to the Society in whicl
you live and move all at once. Society does not move by logic
Logic is not the only foundation of the action of society. Logi
has its place but a very subordinatelplace in the erolution o
society. There are other factors to be considered and to thes
factors yout attention has not been drawn before.’
struggling like that and experience,
to the old orthodoxy and so far ag r
Vedantists or Theosophists.

-

You goor
some of these men go back
eligion is concerned become
There is a kind of revolution at the
particular period of life and you feel that the methods are nof
the right-m’ethods. That feeling comes by experience. This is
_about religous affaits. Regarding social matters the position is
the same. I may even add that so far as politics are concerned
' you come pretty nearly to the same conclusion.

6. What is this the result of ? 1'say that this isthe result

of the education in your schools and colleges being given by
LY
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w] ’ ociety. You receive

teachers who are not thefmem:er: t‘);fhzo;; sforei gnérs e

sation at the hands of teacher are o 2o
?g uwtgo;mr dificulties and who by their life and co:duclzi:c'm’lr‘lhe ]
o have in after-l:fe. 1!

i s to how to beha

1y von.with examples as - ‘ e

Zl?{%zli’lt}:es which we have to conteftd with, s;)xe Snknc;:i:h:exmnb
l : -ealised by them to t
nd they are never rea

pean professors a

t() \\4 lll()h wo Ieahse t e W hén we 1~ 24 .
1 2m leaa‘le our SChOO s a“d col]e es
eD 5 )

i i j kept in the hands of our
i hildren is desjred to be ‘ ‘
U 0201‘;" c'I:h'lt was the object with which the f‘lerguszlr;
eople. Ths ‘ . '

OWE i’ “Ir)aq established in Pooua. There was a,.tm}e w 93 ;v .
ot :b cognised the soundness of that principle and Lor
B e ;e . IG"f)vemor of Bombay was even prepared to
Reay while he was

& College to the Ferguson
" hand over the mapagemiqjs of Deccan g

Coue“'ge. li that has now Seen reversed. The predominantlgdza.
of Gciv.rer:}ment is that the eduacation of hIndizm y:}xbtlt i}:\(:lu thaz
< aropean control as much as possi f ’
l(:";?:e:?j e:nfer p}:'ivate' management sHould nolt; b/ez; n‘];leorx::;ie If: .
devi;a.te from the lines chalked out for themt y]d fo.hat .
T hope that this poliev will not be permanen s;x o
hange in course of time. Tdonot hlamn'yonr ore an teachers
; d professsors nor do I mean any reflection upon their ok
:'lrl‘evpt;]ro; Athei'r heart and sonl into their work.; 1)1'113 :h;(,:?:e?
resnlts can vou éxpect fr]-om an];nSH}t,‘::Lo‘l},:h::}}:,c]:ﬁo‘:, 6; -
There is no country in the world w . gation e
i i in the hands of the formgnpr’s as in )
¥t(:“t;:‘e:e;?n::;eghen a new College is opened, it is t::ciozli);
necessary to employ foreign professors. Japan,dfor 1ni{r;11e(; by
80, but the work was afterwards taken up and con

that they are foreiguers in this lan ce. r-:o—-..c . \é ”,;e 5
8. That being so, when you ut of your Colleg : a%i
, very first roquisite is to seo that thplr 18
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":’,kind of private teaching, private reading and private'.stuc
Literary Societies like yours would do practical service by havi
a settled scheme for the instruction of students who have just I
their Colleges something like post-graduate course to fit the
for the society in which their lot is cast, If we are not allow
to taxe the education of our youths in our own hands, the ne
step is to start societies like yours where the youth may recei
the supplementary education that is needed to make him a go
citizen, a good father, a good brother and a good husband in t
society. Societies like yours can silently and queitly suppleme
“the work which Government has not been doing.

9. The policy of Government is nct to train
religion or according to your social customs. Those problen
are left to you, they cannot give you moral instruction whic
you must derive from domestic discipline and from relgior
instruction and training. All these factors are wanting in schoo
and colleges open to students of all faiths, and teachers profes
a religion different from that of the students. Mere intellecty:
education does not move the heart of a student and according t
the current policy of Government it is impossible to give mor:
or religious instruction in Government schools. This could b
done in some other method by employing best Indian teacher
in our schools. That experiment is being carried on in Benare
by Mrs. Besant in the Central Hindu College there (cheers
Another experiment of a similar kind in which religious instruc
tion is imparted is conducted at Lahore in the Dayanand Vedi
College. These are the two Colleges where an ‘attempt is mad
to supplement the secnlar education by a course of religion
instruction and moral lessors, and how far that experiment wil
succeed is yet to be seen. Those friends whom I have consulte
say that the Dayanand College is doing good work and is likel,
in course of time to give such education to its students as i

necessary to supplement the instruction given in Governmen!
schools. . o

you-up in yo

10. I have passec‘l.hhrough all- the states of thought and
experience, Do not look upon me as an outsider. I have passed
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‘tht;ough the same stages of thought which you will pass througl;
or you are now passing and I have found by thirty yeario
experience that it is quite necessary t:0 %e.ad the yout:h after 1:1 ey
leave Colleges to certain ideals, and i is the‘duty’ot the leaders
of India to dewise means for the purpose. Accordiug to the' ne:v .
rules, much of the liberty that was once acc?rded to p;l:a e .
' colleges, has bean taken away and I hope that in course o11 1m: |
that liberty will be restored to them and that the College '

. ey ?
started by private bodies Wl}l show better results,
L]

’ \ -
11. Bhe object of the Government is to train you for cer-

tain posts in the adminigtration of t_he .land and a.ll. :Eetii:ci::g
imparted in schools and Cﬁ1%i?§ ‘1st 'lfpg:;?ne::.s they maln
object in view. They waht Assistan Engineers, Tty
sistant Suvweous, they want clerks or Tahsildars or Lep
’?Zi:itl?l?ws fr\;n the, artsy(.)olleges. In fact all the ArtstZl:leg;ls;
_thd Enginesring and Medical Colleg'e.s are ccfndu{(;;:e o
'pr‘incip]e and with a view to supplying c.erta,.m oh ce(eirmaid e
adiminstration of the land. Higher e(cilu’:aglr:} b151,8‘:11.1 ';x:d‘;pendent |
\or(iinary education in this cduntry and 1 S e
the result is, although our Colleng; h‘a,ve ee |
f::flt:(: fi:)lll'da, nurber of"yea.rs and although 1t is no:; mtc;;'le &,1?:;
50 years since our Universities have been establiche ;sauthority
is not a single student found who may be taken as &

branches of study tanght in our Colleges.

9
on any-one of the oice can be heard

You have not a Surgeon or a Physician whas]e;'\rt 0
gt e o T e oo
v . you have not pr er Wi

g:;-ﬂgr :.1!::;3;. ! ‘All the higher stages where; omgma.hisyi ti::
rese;,rch is required have been kept from you. l\(})1 oplfocl)‘:vulzdge'v ’
are allowed for students to acguire this kind of hig ex;1 nResearcl1
It is only now after so many years that TATA proposPi a N
University and the Government was some'hr.)w or ot ;ﬂ‘ g
accept the scheme and givp some help to it, not : :quacertaim
completely in adequate. Bub their hands.w'ere fo‘r(_:e oha_.:d e
extent. They would have been better pleased if theyhad.
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able to throw the whole scheme altogether overboard, but some
1}:){: 0: ob}fer they have accepted the gift and are d(,)iné' some.
o g ;) give effect t? the scheme. Whose fault is this situation
due to? That fault is of corrse our own as that of éur Govern
ment though a larger portion of it goes to Governmant, for wh -
new kuowledge is brought to the-country it is the d’ut: of t;n
rulers to see that that knowledge is imparted to the gtufirents o:
the couvntry in fullness and in every detail. I dol not think that
weare m'tellectually or physically io¥erior to the Japanese. Ja l'a
hus Provided schools and colleges whérs students are tr').i'neapl;n
become specialists in the various branchez of higher kn(owledgeo
2

. d : 1
and not only that, the Japanese nationias during the last 30 -

_yeats .Lurx‘led out from itsinstitutions several famous specialists
mh Scientific and Agricultural Reseatchs. There is a man there
who has invented a new foriula for gi Tha

wl nv ' gun-powder, That is w

is ealled living education. ‘ d Hhacis what

12, The education that you reeeive in the Indian schoof;
fmd colleges is not a living education. The education you réceiv:
18 fo'rfz pa.r‘ticular purpose and that purpose is ‘to fit you for’
adininistrative service. With so many defects in the education
that has been given you, your first outlook is to find employment
for'you. Your Government prepared yon for that and Zt th
(%overnmenb takes you to task for seeking employtr};ent ir:
h0vem.mfmt service #nd you can only reply “ vou have given
the truining® needed only for Government service andgw o
only following the inclinations you have px;epa.;ed us foe m;
now give us the service”. However, in the Cbnvo'r :;l'n |
address the Ch;'mcellurs of the Universities advise the (;'a s
not to depeud solely on Government service. Cerhaigrla iy
does the Guvernment train students. for Governmentnsy’ 'Wh)‘;
Y.Qu sow one kind of seed, aud do still expect to reap a d?&:l‘ce :
kind of harvest. That is impossible. When Chancello ‘xenn :
aud tell us from the Chancellors® chair that an Indiun rs‘ ‘z;o'me
oughb'n.ob‘ to' look up for Government employment, 1 ucfzdb :Ibti
proposiiion with a corollury that Guveramsut shu:xld : nbnp co::-;«‘

luct institations solely with the aim of preparing stndents for

Jimimstrative service. ‘L'hat being the case I do not mean to-
iy that service under Government is not a good profession—

vhat more nobler— I use the word deliberately—employment
there is for thayouth of thecountry than do service in the admini-

stration of his own country copducted on good lines and fer the

progress of, theynation ? It is not at all derogatory to accept

service and to be able thereby to do what little one can do for
the advancement of one’s country :—One way of advancing
the interests of work allotted in an henest and faithful manner.

» » :

13. Bat there is the otker side to the question. This is an
argument borrowed ffom the history of countries which are
independent, Unfortunajely for yon, in this comntry, it is not
the case, that your abilitiesor intelligence can be utilized to the
best advantage in the administration of land. You must feel
content with the presént state of things—with occupying a very
subordinate place in that administration—so subordinate that
you‘ha.ve ounly to carry oub the orders passed by higher authori-
ties not of your nationality but of a different nationality from
yours. A man just out of a College seeks for an appointment
and gets it. He goes there with some ideus of independence.
Ho has learnt those ideas from the history .tanght to Lim in
college. 'The very first remark that is applied to him by his
superior officer is that he is impertinent. If you make a sugges- .
tion to your superior in the performace of your duity, you are
told that it is not your business to make such sugestions and
that yoyr business is to obey orders. In that way the Govern-
ment service although a noble profession yet" owing to the cir-
cumstances of the country is not as noble in India— of course it
is not ignoble—as it is in other countries. It is a problem as
to how to condict yourselves in that'service. Have youn any
right to express an opi'nion; to tuke the initiative or to make o
sugyestion ? Theseo are questions that crop up every day before
the eyes of the members ¢f the subordinate service. There are
Yarious solations to thiat gquestion It wast be acknowledged in
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t’lixceeﬁ'rst; plz:ce lt:mt Government wants very smart hands for ser
'1ce but not self-assertive subordmates. 8o at’ o
foee 08 . nates. o at present, the pro-
S jéon;!mt 13 open to you is a profession where self-assértiverll)ess
»ab a discount. Siartness s no doub inte
' i t appreciated bat it i
that kind of smartn ichi ol i Cdividuality
artness which is i indivi i
o nd of 1s not ijpled with an tadividuality

a

" -
o :;Lho 'lcil:];e::];:ftopb H‘19, !:h(z;t in this subordinate service,
?nad taken honours in the}I]nt:r;:si:;(;ﬁ;ggi;;:?n o o
if ]tExey' were ever seli-assertive, have forg(‘oabez!:)aa[;gerftent’h‘;’r};o
]s)e;;isb;]r;itl?azisrisebo]tl that experience aud service. When Mr.
subordinate servlic e;] ora 'Lhat c‘mﬁ‘[i”gz o, hation to
S bordinate sorvi e- emorahses‘ the'z pecple, it is this demorali-
M retm‘n(:;s; to demoralisatior: of churacter., When Mr
C;mdy. h e r;:m Eng'land a meesig was held and Justic(;
Candy ime”i"enceo ba.ve smd. that [ndians could beat English-
mon in ligen ut .n(.)t; In character. If you canuo:b ot
ghshrmen in character, it is becansge they do not want it lfdt
: - You

do not gr s
,t‘ grant vs opportunities to show character. You pl
racter at a discount, and how is it . place cha-

under .slmde? When the Governme};o:&()}'flet.}f](: " inee to grow
under its control and in its hands zll appointmentzou}?try k,e?pS'
of cha‘m.ct.:er is required, where originality is r N foree
where mxbmtiup on one’s own responsibility is ﬁanti?l]llged’ and
do you e.xpeci—; that members of the subordinate ce > 10w then
trained in rthe traditions of that servicé would con;.rvt;lce Wh(‘) e
and.show that strenguh of chavacter which is found ?u Oftlle _front
officials of the administration ? It becomes nnder LhesL 19..1”8'}181'
t,a.nces-a.. very difficalt problem for a man to know howi C*{'Cllms-
himself in that service  There are various wﬁ_ys b ,3 .)Gh.;w'e
m!vgd. ' There is oue class of public servants who .Za ; J‘I‘CIh P
originality is not required and if our intellicence isyol:' f our
then .why trouble onrselves? “ They obey tlolé ord b “Sf‘r
superiors whether they are right or‘wrong g'mde!:' oF helr
they are wrong they cariy vut the orders bus murmer V:,: h:i‘;n :

3l

'he second. class of service is that in which the servants make
nggestions of their own accord and again there is a third
lass of service in which the subordinates make snggestions
f asked. o
LY

15. My advice to thase who wish to enter the service
»f Government is of course, under the present circnmstances this,
when a higher kind of work will not be entrusted to youn. Whatever
work is entrusted to you, *do it without showing any signs of
‘nsubordination or disobédience but do not in any way compro-
mise yourselves by acBepting without protest anything that you
are calléd upon to d when such a thingis in your opinion
xgainst the interests of the country (cheers) There is an old say-
ing which says that it is w'?;y difficult to please two masters. Your
two masters are the countryand the Government. Ofcourse the

Government exists for the good of the country; it is also said that
the King and the Government can do no wrong. Nevertheless,
there are occasions when the two i nterests.conflict and as servants

of Government you may be called npon to do things which you

may not like or which yqu may think to be prejudicial to the
1 chses try to state your views

interests of the people. Tn sucl
boldly at the same time executing the orders, for the execution
of which you have been allowed to enter the service. Without
meaning insnbordination. much can be done by Government
servants. I quite see the justice of the recent circular that Go-
vernment servants should not take part in the National Congress
Meetings. If I have a servant I would not naturally like that
he shogld go over to the camp of my opponents and see what
they are doing. You may be serving the Government of the
country but the interests of the country are above those of Go-
vernment. You are asked to renonnce your Nationality simply
because you have .joined Government service. You have not
sold yourself and your prihcip]e to Government for the salaries
you get, you have been given some independence and you shonld
not compromise that indépendence. 1t is very difficult to compro-
> mise the.two interests, I know of certain cfficials who go on
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praising the measures of Government because by flattering their
superiors they might get some promotion. Execuse me for plain
speaking. Your conduct onght not to<be of that kind. We, who
are outside the service andare trying todo some.good to the
country, are not enemies but their best friends. Qur friends and
relations are in service. We know that they ara in the
the snbordinate service and some of our relations will have to
join that service but the interests of Government and the inte-
rests of the country can be compromised in a way satisfactory
to hoth parties. Tt isno business of Government servants simply
for the pnrpose of pleasing their supericrs or showing that they
are very zealons followers of the Goverament measuies, to mis-
represent not only the people but themselves, because T know
that at heart they do not.like it. Thyy misrepresent themsolves
and the peoble, to gain some paltr: benefits for themselves. Tt
is » gnestion which doubtless will oceur to many of you, if you
join the Government service how to make the two interests consis-
tant, compatible and reconcilable with-each other. For instance,

I know of cases where Tahsildars are required to report an the
conditions of crops in times of famine. Mind that these Tahsjldars
are all Tndians and that is sometimes made the groand of reply
that is given to us What do these Tahsildars do? Somehow

or other—T do not know whether correctly or incorrectly—they
ascertain the wishes of their Collector unofficially pronounced.
Those views gradually pervade the District. One subordinate
officer writes to the other and it becomes an ‘open secret and

when the reports are sent to Government they say that the
crops have not failed to the extent requiring grant of remis-
sion. The Tahsildars know that their reports are not correct,
Neverthless they send such reports. I know that the reports
submitted on principles other than these were returned to the
officer for reconsideration. It is. circumstances like these that
deter other poeple from reporting the true state of things to

Government,. : v

‘Congress Meetings.
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16. Ihy advice to those who to wish enter the service 017
Government is of course, under the present circumst‘gnces a
higher kind of work will not be entrusted to. you. W%latever
work is entrusted to you, do it without showing any signs of .
insabordinatibn or disobedience but do not iu any way compro-
mise yourselves by acceptingewithout protest.an.ything that. you
are calledsupon to do when such a thing is in your opinion
against the interests of the czoul‘ltry (cheers). There is an old
saying that it is very dafficplt to please two masters. Yo‘ux-_ two
masters are the country ahd Government, Of course tl'le Govern-
ment exists for the godd of the country; it is also said that the
King and the Govertment can do no wrong. Nevertheless,
there are occasions when the two interests conflict, at?d as ser-
vants of Government you imay be culled upon to do thfng:‘; \‘Vhlch
you may not like or which ygou may think to be prejudicial to
the interests of the people. In such cases try to state your
views boldly at the same time executing the orders for the exe-
cation of which you have been alicwed to enter the service.
Witho.¢ meaning insubordination, much can be done by Govern-
ment servants. 1 quite see the justice of the recent circular that
Government servants should not take part in the National
1f I have a servant I would not naturally
like that he should go over to the camp of my opponents and see
what they are doing. You may be serving the Government of
the. country but the interests of the country are above those of
Goverhment. You are asked to renounce your nationality simply

because you have joined Goveranment service. You have not sold

*yourself and your principle to Government for the salaries you
get you™have given some independence and you should not
compromise that independeunce. It is very difficult to compro-
mise the two interests. 1 know of certain officials who go on
praising the measuares of Government because by flattering their
superiors they might ge’ some promotion. Bxecuse me for plain
speaking. Your conduct ought to be of that kind. \Ye who
are outside the service and are trying to do some good-to the
country are not enemies but their best iriends, Our friends and "
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relations are in service. We know that thay are in the subordi.
nate service and some of our relations will have to join that ser.
vice but the interests of Government and the interests of the
conntry can be compromised in a way satisfactory to both
parties. It is no business of Government servants simply. fo:
the purpose of pleasing their superiors or showing that they are
very zealous followers of the Government measures, to misrepre-
sent not only the people but themselves because I Know that af
heart, they do not like it. They «nisrepresent themselves ang
the people to gain some paltry benefits for themselves. It is s
question which doubtless will occur to many of you, if you joix
the Government service how to make the two interests consistant,
compatible and reconcilable with each other. For instance, |
know of cases where Tahsildars are reql.iired to report on the
conditions of crops in times of famine. Mind that these Tahsil-

-dars are all Indians and that is éometimes made the ground
reply that is given to us. What do these Tabsildars dq? Some
how or other I do not know whether correctly or incorrectly they

- ascertain the wishes of their Collector un-officially pronounced
Those views gradually pervade throughout the District. One su-
bordinate officer writes to the other and it becomes an open secre
and when the reports are sent to Government they say that the
crops have not failed to the extent requiring grant of remission:
The Tahsildars know that their reports are not correct. Neverth-
less they send such reports. I know that the reports submitted
on principles other than these were returned to the offices” for
reconsideration. It is circumstances like these that deter other
people from reporting the true state of things to Government,

17. Do your duty boldly if you accept service under G-
vernment and serve the interests of your master. But at the
same time do mot sacrifico your individulity or independence
of opinion. If you follow this line of conduct yon will be do-
ing great good to your people, to the country and also to the
Government. - : : .

18, Taking social questions, there are new ideas about
personal -convenience and household managemént ~ Yeu

-
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3 our nuuse auu find that everything around you is so
;EZZZy;f not unreasonable. It w(rlas 1}\)Ilr ];T.uztlz; ]Ii{fzna.d{?V ;vl;zria:g
that each of us had to lead a ouble kin - W o

i from English and foreign literature and history bu
Z::: Ifi::l;s fza,st in g’ohe old Tndian society.. We arz charg;sg
sometimes with want of moral courage and m(.iepenf encfathzmin
with that kind of weakness fesulting in the doing o _one :é'
when we think of another thing. But what consistency *
condnet can we expect from the nature of the e'ducamon 1m}’::a )
ted to you? Sir Henry Cotton recently described the pos: 1}(1)_
of an Tndian in London,  You take the y01.1th away frox.n ;s
family, edutate him \%{ithout paying‘the. slightest at?entlon. o
his surroundings and you drop him into the f:amxly again.
Evidently he finds himself a st:range man amidst ‘stra,r:‘gif;
surroundings ; his wife is;not to his t_aste, his mother 13 ;1:-) :
his taste, and his father i¢ not to his taste; z?nd he ¢ in s
every thing must be reformed and that there is no sz;l'vaitu}t])'n
for India until there is reform. I do 1ot blam.e you for this
situation and I am rather speaking with a view of giving
instructions from a higher platform.

19. You have to choose your line. What line you would
select 7 Tt must be one of compromise and compromise on the
lines of least resistance. You cannot expect‘ the Society t.o
change with you in a minute however your logic may be. Logllc;
has no effect upon society—or I may say that l(.)glc has as muc
effecs on the society as rain has on a mou.ntam. sYon can.not :
expect instantaneous improvements. That is the state of society

V i i i ia is a factor .
- whick we call Conservative or Inertia. That inert

in proffess which has to be reckoned with and taken m{:‘) accfnlx{l;;;
in all that we do. Tt is forgetfulness of that .factor t a? ma s
us preeipitate in, our actions .fmd.makes us odious to onr pe:é)sq

and resuls in our fer ng disappointed . with the slow prog : 1:,
That is how the Sc by is moving at present and how. t?lr;xl \,"ec

in such a society it jproblem which every ong of you will hav >

to solve. I would ¢ Jise.you in such cases to study yqur auc}?th
. institutions and ancient books with that kind of sympath whic
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can be expected only from a native of the land. Y
Hindus or nobodies. You cannot expect that Indi as 1 atior
should be? f:o'mplebely disassociated from the pasba aisdd'na;m
'111‘?1: ::I:'?dltlons. Among you, educated people are only l:lf(:::
. ‘dls_ses are governed by ‘other forces. You mtist analyse
;n realise th'os'e. for:ces rand shape your action upon them. W
Im;e a past c.1v1llzat10n of which wo may. very well be }')ro-ud)(
fgtu:b a.Ir:Lihon :hab has no past cannot expect o prosper it
o ha;ve no: n;)t :u c]ea,.n sheet of W.}]ll.Ch you have to write and
you ;’mdv Ogl' 0 ‘ert? a,'ne\.v llne,.ﬁ In these matters you
s y your anclent wnstitutions, pay attention to the reli-
gious traditions of the past and shape your action accordingly.

' %

o 81200% tAbove all :10 not feel discontented that your brothren
iy 0 move, ‘,1 ou are not working for the Chinese nation
;vrou ;a Enghsh- nation but for India which is your motherland.
Vthem mvsg to 11\7(? among Indians, move with them and work for
. Such bgmg the case, what is the good of despising them ?
They are the people with whose lot your lot is indissolubl ;
wound up, and if you despise them, you will be the onl Quffer}j
ers on that account. It is your duty to move in the sZc;et in
which you have born and to love it. “After receiving the gesb
education, you have to see what the society ought to do, to
educatfa the masses and to bring round gradually-all of thﬂm’ to
your view. There are people who shrink from this baslg and
they live as it were apart from the society and their conduct is
allowed to be uninfluenced by the work of the society. But this
stat? of things does not last long. Many of us have %ound diffi-
cul?les. It you are single you may live outside the pale of
society l?ut it yon are married and have children and they must.
be maﬁrled. Somehow or other whether you will or no, you
come in contact with the society. What do you do then ? You
y}eld to the society but you do not yield with a conviction..v You
yle}d as a matter of convenience but the yielding has no effect on
society. The.li‘fe of sach a man, his education and the position
that .he occupies is all lost to the society, He is not one of those
forming the society but is an isolated 't’x.nit., a unit that is out

"the orbit and being out of the -orbit is sure to come down as
meteoric sun which may burn for a time but when it reaches
e earth is completely extinguished. In these circumstances
e advice thyt I give you in regard, to social matters is thag
iere also you,must make similar compromise. Society bas lost
s control over the way by which it can work for the good of
e country. * Jagat Guru has no power. Your priests have no
Ydu have your own Ideas and you despise society for

swer.
1t is remarked—and the re-

ot following you immediately.
wark is true—bbat the Bngiish educated classes of this conntry
re gradually losing their hold upon the lower classes. In the
Id times all went to priests for gridance. Bralimans were the
sligious head of the whole society. Your education ab present
oes not befit you to be a religivus sect. You have no faith in
Lstrology; Is there any one who takes the place of the old re-
gious head ? Yes, the Missionary. I dare say that some of the
{issionaries are not less educated than you are. Some of them
re graduates of Universities. They have received the same
iberal education that yon have received. They do not think it
yeneath their dignity to move among the masses, be it for the
yurpose of preaching their religion and getting people converted.
[he old Sadhus like Tukaram moved among the masses. Is .
jhere a graduate in these days who hag this ideal? Reform the
seligion of the masses and open Samajaws everywhere. The
work that is carried on by Arya Samajams and Brahmo Sama-
jams is quite good. 1 may or may not hke the principles of
those Samajams but the methods which they are following are
certainly methods which deserve to be copied ‘everyivhere. e
responsibMity of reforming the religion of the masses and their
social customs rests entirely un the educated classes and if you
do not fulfil that respounsibility, you do not deserve to be the lead-
ers of the masses, and you have no claim to any leadership. If
you do not move with the masses and sympathise with their grie.
vances, if you do not collect funds for the relief ofany evils or mise-
ries to which they becomesubject, and if you do not take theminto
your confidence, then you do not deserve the education that you
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have received ( Hear, Hear). .A hundred years of education h
not produced a Hindu Missionary, How many Vivekanand:

- have you got and how many Dayanandas have you ameng you
An educated man takes glibely of the education of the gfnizyss !
but he weuld not move an iﬁch, he would not give "up his h.o y
~and w.ander about the country as an ascetic and he would m“
come in contact with the lower classes and try to reform th](lzo
by his conduct, instruction and personal example. ‘How m y
of you will do that ? The whole work in this dir;ction is 1 ?EJ
bs.tm"e you unlooked for. A part of that work is being dony bg
- Missionaries to whom I give credit thou . oo

. oh Id OV 0
their intention, o ° no~b’ approve o:

'

21, You may perbaps read in history what happened in
Rom.e when Christianity was introtuced there. Christianit
was introduced gradually into lowe. é)asses and thus the i'ound")j
tion of society was snatched away. The higler classes coui“d
not stand without the lower classes and theyD fell of themselves
with the eventual result that the whole Roman nation becqn&
Christians. That is a lesson you derive from history. You : e:
bhaps have mnot created an organisation because jou‘ ixa.vg no

. funds .to do it but you have got a beart if you only see that that
heart is yours. There is a saying in Sanscrit which says that ag
much importance is not to be attached to phyéfcal strength '1;
to mental attitude. There is anotlier saying in Vedas {:vhi::h
shows that it is the mind which helps you on Zo sal{ra,tim;. Man
of you cannot be expected to enter the Government servicg

: \Yhy not some of youn organise a religious institation, go about'
villages and secnre the sympathy of the masses by or;euing edu-
?ational institutions, hospitals and other charitable associations
just as the Christian Missionaries are doing. Considér wha’t the
state of your country would become if Missionaries from forcion
conntries with their forces are working in this direction mnth
their menand mouey and you -sit with your arms folded and
look on with the interest of a Philosopler ? Therefore supple-
ment that work of the Missionaries. by some knowledge from
outside, go and instruct the masses and spread educaticn
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nongst them according to the Western principles and western
vilization to secure their advance and with their advance the
lvancement of the country. The masdes ought to be on your
de. If yoa do not move, there are other forces that will drag
rem to the »>ther side and the society will lose its foundation.

99 The education that'you receive does not develope the
motional part of your nature. You who are educated have no
ettled ideas about your religion but the masses cannot go with=
ut a religion. Atheists nay be found here and there. But

know of no nation which has been a nation of atheists. Those
f you who have imbibed atheist tendencies may remain silent
,ub there are others who do mot think that atheism can be
iccopted by the whole nation and they must come forward and
vork like the real Sadhus of old. Is there any reason why
here could not be a Sadhu among you? We have been finding
*ault with our leaders to a certain extent. Many of you who
Lave received western education are not prepared to co-oporate.
Some of you if yon have the capacity and the will, can do much
work in ydur own way. But there is a strength of conviction
that-is wanting that you have a duty to perform and that it must
be performed at any cost. The sooner it is performed the better.
It is that kind of conviction that is wanting in you. The same
remarks apply to industrial matters. All the twenty-four hours
are not required for earning the means of livelihood. There is
always a portion of time left which if you do not spend idly you
may utilise for doing something in the direction of realising any
of the higher ideals of yourcountry. Sowe of you may spend
this sp#e time in idle talk, in playing ont-door games or in play-
ing cards (Laughter). Your first duty is to find out what
you can do for your country. Eachof you can do alittle. You
should show your sympathy with all the movements in the
country and secondly take a little portion of the work and do it
during your life time. Take the instance of an independence—
loving country like England. Even Lord Salisbury had his

_special work for moments of recreation, Lord Balfour is &

.
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scientist. Men of business ‘and Statesmen have certain idea
before them  If every graduate in India placed a small ide
before him, consider wRat an amount of work can be turned ou
You keep absolutely no ideal expect perhaps one/of promotic
if you are in Government service. There is, forinctance, the ir
dustrial developement. Qne man can make pencils and anothe
matches. It is not difficult for one man to collect all informa
tion to make an Oil-Factory and work it successfally.  Juch on
of you can do a little and that little is never paid attention tc
[t devolves npon a few people. I wich that when you go inti
the world after your College career yo1 remember that yo
have a'duty to your country and that you should .perform i
howsoever imperfectly is not for you to consider. When yo
do that to the best of your ability leave the rest for the future
generation - The means at your disposal should be fully ntilised
in realising some particulae ideal. You should find out wed
ideal the country is suited for, think deeply, resolve promptly
" and act fearlessly. With these few words I take your leave
thankng' you once more for your address of welcome,

(Loud Cheers),

FINISH.
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