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Raja Desing of Gingee'

(An episode in the History of ihe Moghal Carnatic)
BY
RAO BAHADUR

Dr. S. KRISHNASWAMI AIYANGAR, M.A., Hoxv. Pa. D.

Tae following extract is taken from the section bearing on the
history of Gingee from a manuscript folio book in the Mackenzie '
collection. The book as a whole purports to be a history of the Rajas
of the lunar line and other Hindu rulers. It was written by one
Narayana Pillai, son of Kallaha Rama Ranga Pillai and a descendant
of the shepherd, Ananda Koil Kovalan, the founder and ruler of
Gingee and Padaividu. Narayanan composed this history from what
he had learnt either from boaks or by hearsay from the members of
his family and other elders of the place. He says that he compared
his account with large books on history (Tavarik), such as Firishta
and other works. He submitted his account fpr verification to
Muhammadan amirs of age and others well learned in Tamil. Having
collected his information in this way, he has made an effort to compile
an account which appeared to be acceptable to his historical sense.

1 presented in the first instance to the Indian Historical Records Commission—
Gwalior Session. Reprinted by permission with g‘q@itioua\ notes, etc.
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In orde i
t FPWicer thhat it may be acceptable to those high placed in Government
Muham,n.l Z took the trouble to carry it to Arcot, where there were
a . . . y
O h‘an gIenjdemen living, with records and hooks, who could
enlieh Subh.m.‘ t 1's thfere that he came into contact with the Collector
o e a, * Col." William Macleod, as he calls him. He got the
oun i -
g compared through ég;_;r-ud-din Ali, son of Muhammad Murad
ompany’ ellore. This Al ‘ |
W x?\;lnyls &zladar at Vellore. This Ali introduced him to ¢ Col.’
Macleod, awxd, after cautioning hi -
0 ¢ him as to the importan
o ce of
! lemg :1 'cox;rect account, Col. Macleod asked the said Ali to hear
ccount in full and bring him ov im ‘
e g over to him afterwards for his own
T . .
- he nf'xanuscnpt consists of four sections: Section 1 contains the
story of the Rajas ofsthe lunar i i
g r line ; Section 2 gi i
s ' gives the history of
e I))::ln;;nadan rulers of Delhi; the third section contains a history
ekhan comprising the Mahr
atta and Tulu ¢ ies ;
o an 2 ountries ; and the
BririShcc;nsxists of.the history of Gingee and the Karnatak (known in
fOI{ . ndian History as Carnatic Payeen ghat). The extract that
ows is taken from Section 4 ich i ‘ )
, which is i i
s oot much more historical than the
The da i
e :e (()fC t111e actual composition of the work is fixed by the
0 ol.” Macleod. The i
. . manuscript writes th
variou s
vario sly., partly due to the blunder of the copyist and partly d te
ex . . . . ue
igencies. Sometiges it is written Makvot, the /a and the .
] ra

bein i i i -

ore bec i 551 i
f oming possxble. In the poetxcal passages the name gets t b
[4 0 e

writ 1ys .
:Sst:n Ma:;lezd William instead of William Macleod as in the
es, the i i ‘ o
z gf , ormer b.emg due entirely to the exigencies of
e oox.l after the annexation of Arcot, the British Governmen{ ?Mverse.
particularly the Board of Revenue, had to mak e
3 ake arrangements for

carryin ini i y one man
ying on the revenue administration. They appointed
; «

and hen aﬂoth . -
t et n Sttatlon b} ne fttlelu ]ll
to inttiate a ad“llln a W S e
(o]

the reve ; :
nues, etc. Being a difficult affair, the first Collectors did
not

rove a 3

;)1 o s gl;;aat 2 success as the Board of Revenue wished and th
ad to be cha i ‘ :
had fo b nged rapidly. The officers at the head-quarters ;
s. or a large revenue. The men on the spot had a m o

: e, or

onception of the actualities and struck out for a fairer g ° clear
ssessment,

So
the first Collector had to go and the second Collector had
to be

g * . l
han e(l soon, als() t]n()ugh blllnd&[% Of hls own l ]le 1T
Ci th C one

PENUGONDA

Its place in South Indian History generally é'rld th

By DR.

Penugonda, as it

time, is a townlet of about 6,000 popula-

Vijayanagar in Particula:

e Empire of

S. KRISHNASWAMI AIYANGAR, M. A,, PH. D.

is at the present

that must have supplied the various
needs of a vast population.

If such a
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basin surrounded by hills so closely that will find the plain in

there is little room

meet the needs of the expanding popula-
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the west, rising sheer from a vast
stretch of plain®country, comparative-
ly barren and uncultivated. The biggest
hill is in three peaks, with another
hill of a slightly “nferior height
standing close, the four together consti-
tuting a natural buttress commanding
the extensive plain outside. The natur-
al strength of these is improved by
artificial fortifications which make up
for the defects that Nature had left.
The highest knoll is surmounted by a
fortified bastion affording room for the
movement of a few guns, which could
be used with deadly effect upon an
approaching army from any side. The
top is reached by a bridle-path, which
may be about 24 to 3 miles in length.
Half way up the hill along this path
lies a saddle at the distance of a mile
between two hills. This is surmounted
by a temple dedicated to Lakshmi-
Narasimhasvami (the Man-Lion Ava-
tar of Vishnu) which has adjoining
it a tank providing the necessary water-
supply for the normal requirements of
the Temple, and the periodical concourse
of people congregating there for festivals.
These hills offer effective protection
against attacks or hostile entry on the
western side, and under the shadows of
these high walls of nature lay the royal
part of the city with its'palace, temples
and tanks, all enclosed in a circuit of
stone walls of an inner fort with its four

main gates and a number of posterns.

The bridle-path up the hill, and another,
a much shorter and well-guarded path-
way up the hill, both lie within the
walls of the fort in the town. This

_bridle path is probably a more modern

one, and was perhaps madn for facilitat-
ing visits to the Temyple of Narasimha,
already referred to. The other path is
well-guarded at the narrower gorges, of
which there are three before reaching the
middle terrace, and two more before
one reaches the top. The total number

48 connted as seven, and this number is

likely to ba correct as we cut across
portions of the path-way? Bach oneof
these *“ passes ” is fortified and provided
with a guard-house, a store for the
contingent keeping guard, and an unfail-
ing supply of water in a hill cleft con-
taining springs. These are built up
with stone-steps so that men may g0
down to the water, and they seem
generally to have been: kept in good
condition for use. Tt is said that these
stages are connected with each other by
secret passages ; one such is pointed out
at the topmost “ Killa” (fort). This is
a passage for one man to creep through,
while it is certain death for any second
man to enter at the same time.

The town itself is now confined to one
part of the plain which might have been
occupied fullye with it, but the number
of stone-built wells in various parts of it

-and the large Temples now in ruins or in

the occupation of Muslim Mosques, are
clear enough indications of the vaster
extent of the town area. I'wo villages,
one west and the other east, seem to
mark the outermost limit of the capital
city of those days. These are Somanda-
halli, about 3 miles west, where the
Emperors of Vijayanagar kept their
cows in herds and got their milk supply
from. The other is Erramanchi, about
6 or 7 miles to the north, which seems to
have given an alternative name to the
Province itself, called Penugondarajya
or Erramantirdjya, in the more popular
form in which Bukkapatna is described
to have been situated in records of the
reign of Krishnyraya and his brother
Achyutaraya. One of the gates of the
fort takes its nam: after this.

The remaining part of the plain is
almost unoccupied| at present, and the
trunk road to Bangalore passes right
across it north and south. The part of
the plain on the farther side of the road
slowly rises up.to ghe Ccluster of low
hills lying in semi-cirgles one behind the
other. Across this ¢lyister there seems

|
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to be a feasible pass ‘ |
however, barricaded by piling up st(?ne
houlders, big and gmall, in such a fashion
as to make it infeasible for c.avalry.
Hence the present-day nan"n'e for this
obstruction Gurrapurallu’ ( Horse-~
boulders). This defence makes the east-
orn side secure against attacks h’y
Muhammadan Cavalry. The west 1&;
inaccessible by nature; the south and
the north are open to entry, but could
be easily defended. Such are the

natural features of the plain in wlnchl
and

is situated what is now the town,

for aroad. This is, of a number of Temples in various stages

of ruins. The most noteworthy amoug
these happen to be the Narasimhasvagn
Temple turned into the Jumma Musjid,
and another Visanu Temple, as it seems,
transformed into the Jain Shrine of
Parsvanatha. Penugonda was early
famous as one of the eighteen Jain
centres of reputation ; but the present
shrine did not belong to Parsva. There
is a standing Dvarapéla figure 'with the
disc and the conch, the 1.lnmlstakable
signs of Vaishnava persuasion. An(.)ther
peculiarity of this was that the Figure

KILLA AND GURRAPURALLU

which should have held what was the
royal capital for more than a century,
and a first class Provincial Headquarters

for nearly three centuries before.

The existing walls and gatfes of tl}e
Fort with its moat, still visible in Gel't?.l;‘:
parts, seem to mark the citadel in whic
was situated the royal palace, and the
temples and buildings appurtengnt there-
to. The greater part of thecity see;;s

side the fort are now shown the vestiges

to have lain outside these walls.

carries these two weapons in t‘hc. inner
two hands, the outer two carrying each.
a lotus—a characteristic of Chalukyan
and, later, Hoysala jconography. The
Musjid referzed to above shows cleat:
gigns of transfornation, as the ou_tel
entrance still has all the. decorative
panels, pillars and pilasters intact. Tb.e
inner portion, or the Mosque Qroper, is
now so well plastered that it seerr{s
entirely & Muhammadan structure. This
ghould not necessarily be the case, as
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I '.there are other instances in the locality
~of this complete transformation of
Hindu temples into Muhammadan
structures by plastering over and other.
wise giving them sucly other outside
touches as would make them seem
wholly TIslamic in chatacter. Thig
feature is illustrated in the remains of
the palace called Gahan Mahal” in the
immediate vicinity. This building is
apparently a part of the inner palace
intended for the oceupation of the royal
ladies, and the part of the structure
must have oceupied one end of a spacious
enclosure. The upper part of this
structure must have served originally
the double purpose of serving as a
vantage ground from whigh to view
various kinds of entertainments taking
place in the great yard, and, at the same
time, as the confidential reception-room
for the Ruler who recdived his ministers
and ambassadors for confidential discus-
sions. On the pinnacle of this building
are two turrets, one larger than the
other. The larger is in the Hindu
style. The smaller, of the same style,
is given a parapet of the Islamic
pattern. This and the same style of
parapet round the whole shows the
effort, very clumsy as it proves on closer
examination, to transfer the building
into a Muhammadan palace.

Set diagonally over against this is the
shapely minar of the Sher Khan’s Mos-
que, as it is called—a structure said to
have been constructed in the thirties of
the eighteenth century. The well just

1

what officicusly exhibits two rotat-
ing pillars by the side of the door
jambs with all the gusto of a miracle.
On closer examination the rotating pil-
lars turn out to be door ornaments
intended by the Chalukyan architect to
show various panels of Devas and Devis
supplemental to those in the door jambs.
These are now covered up with thin
slabs of polished stone, showing niches
for holding lights. This is carried out
only so far as the uprights are concern-
ed. The archway above is left over as in
the original and shows the characteris-
tic lotus ornament. Tt is possible to
remove the thin slabs now ; and it may
be quite worth while to have these
removed temporarily and a few photo-
graphic views taken of the original
doorway as it was intended to be.
These photographs will give unmis-
takable evidence of the transform-

ation of what was the sanctum of an

early Chalukyan Temple into the
“Kaaba” of a Muhammadan Mosgque.
There

is much more direct evidence of
the vast structure of a Chalukyan Tem.

ple in what is now called Baba Fak-
ruddin’s Mosque close by.

These vestiges give clear evidence of
the palace having been a town of consi-
derable importance in Chalukyan times
from the tenth to the twelfth centuries
A. D. It maintained that position under
the Hoysalas and under the earlier
dynasties of Vijayana,gar.

It had grown
to be of great importance under the

-
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We shall now proceed to r{arrate‘br;:fx
the story of Penugonda from hul' ;“,1
e s ;
of royal splendor to those of ruina
decay. . “
The Distriet of Anuniapm;i Kb
i é important salie :
constituted an 1mjy : i
guarded against attack by the

always

/3
“
Dekkan Power. This was the tuncno'nt
Y ; ; en 1
that devolved upon l’vnugonda.wh v
‘ ‘ WV oW A=
rose into importance. Vuy. f e
lukya inscriptions in }.’vnugon(lv(; ‘ Am
| [ » Muham-
survived the orslauget of t’h(‘ s
madans ; but the vestiges of Chaluky?
1¢ 4

rulers 3 nages an var 18 ( the 1t(< ms
1 s O mp es, 1I = 10U yher
s f tem 3 g d 1

NORTHERN GATE

the tableland, abnr
the State of Mysore. Places like

i jeru ere hea
and Hemavati (Henjeru) w

itutes temple

ic constitutes of iy

gt il Nidugal ably that it was o

|- importance under that dynasty.
J-

architecture. show unmistak-
; 4 »
a place of considerable

to the last great Hoysala,

Under
Vira Ballala

inei ich came in
quarters of chieftaincies which ca

t‘ Ot the later ( hal 1k- I I l, Il was the ll ‘(‘](l( d ers
5 U y h € uar ters ()‘ an
Wlth 1€ Irise

i ise to important (1‘rovernorshlp,l3;!;111(.11)1y of:‘)'l;‘;
B s was held in A.-D. ~l i
sy 0011-‘5‘- Machayya Dandanayak, w.xo Lf. & :
i have been a close relative o ..u,
g ler himself. 1t is found maintain-
oy SN 'Ru"etlnt position during the tr.oubled'
Ofttlh'z lt?ﬁles (that followed the invasions of
his ,

notice
yas of Kalyani..
power, the District se
tituted a part of the P.al‘ll ;
territories, and the Chletua.!']sc?
claimed descent from. the 1(1 :
took Chola titles. With the rise

ani hammad, the Tugh-

great Krishna and hig immediate suc- Western Chalukyas % }Tt& ly::;; over the South un;iel’ I;'Isli;m“il;hiﬁe last year
outside and the flagstone pavement give cessors. When the Empire suffered a LQ became a frontier Viceroya )"’tht’ terri- lak (A. D. 1325-1351). i ik
clear indications of the Hindu character defeat gt Talikota, Penugonda became B against the Kingdom of Vengi, 1:'mpid1y of the reign we have mi} ;rs i v
of the structure. One of the stones on the royal capital, and, in clonso- tory of the Eastern (.Jhaluk)f?s H:s njeru the third of the ﬁv.e broflsme g
the pavement carries an sinscription of quence, the centre of attack by the \ passing under Chola mﬂuencb-_b din the with the foundation o
a date ten years earlier than the Batt]e forees of Golkonda generally, some- (Hemavati) is generally describe
of Talikota, which event transferreq the :

lgar. as the (J(NGIH()I ()f I enu-
d
I 10N

Bijapur, the two south
the Bahmani Sultans.

turn fell as the result of repeated
attacks, and with its fall may be dated

the fall of the Empire of Vijayanagar. i
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capital of the Empire of Vijayanagar to
Penugonda. What is much more of a
tell-tale character in the structure
is the niche constituting the Shrine,
The Muhammadan attendant

with the foces of
ern Kingdoms of
Penugonda in its

: : ! “the bolt Vijayanagar the Hoysala
s e thl’i‘}f'ensvdazsintended to gonda and ° upraiser of
of the South . 18 W

. i brother, Harihara
sty . His elder . sy
i 3 Wi advance dynas by i
] o 4 tha't lttbarl';"ecr1 t::lyw azoglfl;rn - or L., is heard of already in
to the South fo

Some-



the
under

Southern

Seountry the Tast great Hoysala,

t

and exercised authority as overford of

the Sultan Jamaluddin
of Honavar on the West Coast, Some an-
cient Tamil chironicles refer 1o Bokka's

Muhammadan

<ot Kampana or Kumara aumpianin, s
the “door-keeper™ (Gentleman-in- Wail-

ing) upon the Hoysala Monarch. We
are thus justificd inoregarding these

brothers, and even their grown-up sons,
as offieers of the Hoysalas

In the early vears of the fonrteenth
century Mubammidan raids had been
carried  successfully as fay
Ramesvaram Madura: and  soon
after, the Mubammadan garrisons feft
behind were tarned out by o Kerala or
Travancore Ruter, Ravivarman Kulase-
khara.

south as

and

i the years following the death
of Alanddin Khilji, his son Muabarak con-
stituted Provincee of
the Delckan with the capital at Devagiri,
the modern Dawlatabad,  When, after o
revalotion, Muhammad Tughlak aseend-
cd the throne, accongquest of the South
was attempted with =0 much success
that a Muhammadan Governorship of
Masabar (the  Coromandel Coast) was
formed, with Madura for its headquar-
This  distant Governorship was
among the earliest to revolt, and set up
independently, When Muhammad had
involved hims=elt in the hopeless muddie

the Muhamnadan

fors,

of <ubduing the ever-recuirring revolt of
hix Proviness, the Hoysala Ruler began
eradually consolidating  his power by
planting a series of garrisons along the
Krishna as a first Hne of defence, with »
second and o third Hne behivd it Penu-
conda was the main the
second e covering the vhole of the
south country below fhe Ghats, Carna.
tic Payin Ghat as the Muhammadans
called it Howas this movement on the
part of the last great Hoysala monarel
that culminated in the Eipire of Vijuya-

fortross  in

nagar, and the foundation of the {ort.-

ress preceded by a few vears

the

Mahratta foundation of the Knpire,

The villige of Hinnpi, on the banks of
the Tuneabhadr with s sheine cnered
to Virnpaksha, has probabty had Ton
anterior repatation as a holy place, and,
sef over against Anegondi on the other
stde of the river, offered advantages con-
siderably  superior 1o the fortress of
Kapli, two mites and o hadf down the
river, which had suftered hadly during
the recent wars,  The destruction o
Kampli, the foundation of the fortress
wliich afterwards hecame Vijnyanonginr
and the shifting ol the
residence, all
about AL Dy

had some kiv o of organic connection as

Hoysala roval
came so close fogethe

28 thad they secm to have

the outward acts of an accepted  course
of policy, followed, ax it was, by o mort
vigorous effort of Mubanmim:ud to conguet
the South., This resulled in
but =0 short-lived  as o Jead on
to the declaration of independence of
Masabar in ALD. 1335, and the establish-
ment of the Sudtanate of Madurs, which
lasted with o break of ahont twelve
years (ALD. B345-1308) 1l AL D, 1378 or
thereabouts.,

SUECERS,

This posture of  affairs

explains the importance of  Pepugondas

s strongly fortified plaee in the dipect

line of communication between the Pros
vinees of Devagien and Ma'abar.  Hentt
this was made the headgquarters of the
Provinee and made over {o the charges
first, of Goeneral

Machayya, and trans=
ferred

subsequently  to
placed one of his

Jukka, whoe
brothers and then one
ol his sons in charge ol it After the
wars  of the  [Hoysalas  against the
Sultans of Madura, Penugounda bevame
a place of comparatively  minor im-
portance, and continued ax the head-
quarters of i Provinee,  With the rise
of the usurper Saluva Narasing? and
the ageressive activity of WV uhammad,
the fast Bahmani Soltan, and the Gaja-
patt  of

. i .
Orissn,  Penpeonda again
became

iportant as the Aev of  the
South. Under the usarpation, it marked

PENUGONDA

s PLACK B

VIJAYANAGAR IN
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appointed was Macteod. He was Major Macleod at the time and * the
Colonel’ of the manuscript may be merely a courtesy rank popularly
giveu. The Government of Fort St. George felt the need for arranging
for the proper government of the new acquisition, and divided the
territory of the Nawab of Arcot that they annexed into a northern
and a southern Arcot, Palar being the dividing line. Arcot was
annexed in 1801, and Macleod, the third Collector who succeeded about
the end of the year 1802, remained in office till March 1804, when,
owing to the inexorable character of the Board of Revenue, he was
compelled to take leave ¢on grounds of ill-health.” The manuscript
therefore must have been composed during the fourteen months of
the administration of ¢ Col.’ Macleod. We may therefore take it that
the work was compiled in 1803.

The story of Raja Desing, as we find it in this manuscript, is very
yober and’ bears on the face of it the impress of an account of a
contemporary character. Probably Narayana Pillai heard the account
from those that were actually living in the vicinity when Raja Desing
and his father Surup Singh were conducting the administration of
Gingee, that is, the period 1699 to A.D. 1714. The account starts
with the fall of Gingee to Zulfikar Khan, the Mogul general under
Aurangzeb who was deputed to take possession of Gingee after the
fall of Bijapur and Golkonda. ‘I'he story of the wars round Gingee
and its ultimate fall are well known, though the details are not quite
so well established. The first fact that lends itself to investigation
as a test is the date of the fall of Gingee and what took place
immediately after. Even Sir Jadunath Sarkar in his voluminous
work on Aurangzeb leaves the question open. He gquotes the
Ma‘asir-i-Alamgiri which gives a discrepant date, and the correction
that the learned author suggests 1is also of an uncertain character.
The next authority that he quotes is one in which he has full
confidence, that is, Nushak-i Dilkusha of Bhimasen, the Agent of
Dalpat Rao Bundela, the officer of Aurangzeb. Aaccording to him, .
the fort fell on a Sankaranti, which he tries to interpret as the 2nd
of January or the 3lst, as either of them marks the entry of the sun
into one of the signs of the zodiac, such entry being termed
Sankaramana or Sankaranti. He also quotes the further authority
of the Diary and Consultation of Fort St. George, where there is an
entry that on the 2nd of January, 1698, that all but one of the fortresses

»
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at Gingee had fallen to Zulfikar Khan.t

Now our authority here
gives a precise date, namely, the Fasli year 1107, the year févara, the

month of Tai, day two, equivalent to Saturday, the 31st December,
1697, in modern computation. ‘The entry in the Fort St. George
Diary has reference to the 2nd of January. It would be three days
from the date actually given here. The Masir-i-Alamgiri is certainly

wrong, though perhaps it is the official account,

Bhimsen comes
rather near to correctness if his datum that the fort fell on a

Sankaranti should be properly interpreted.

According to this
account, the fort actually fell on the second of 7ai. The first of

Ta: is generally known as Saniaranti in these parts and is an
agricultural festival for all people who celebrate it ag
only the orthodox Brahman marking the entry
house of the zodiac. It

Sankaranti not

of the sun into a new

happens to be the tenth house here-
Bhimasen’s reference to a Sankaranti therefore is not the monthly

entry of the sun, but the special Sankarans; which usually comes about
the middle of January now,

It happened to be for that year on the
30th of December.

On the 31st also the Pongal continues, which 18
. sometimes spoken of also as Sankarans loosely, and Bhimasen
might have so heard it. That this was so can be inferred from the

Fort St. George records in a letter to William Hatsell, Governor of

Fort St. David. The Council of Fort St. George communicated :
¢ there is a report here that Zulphaker Cawn had got up his flag upon
one of the hills of Gingee, and makes

a show as if he had really
intended to take the place; a little time will show the truth,” on the
the 28th of December. Then, Gingee had not fallen. Another entry,
dated the 11th of January,

1698, in a letter to the same party states :
‘It is certain that Zulphaker Cawn had taken Gingee’ and wants
3

Fort St. David to be careful and be prepared for an attack. The
letter refers to a communication from Fort St. David, dated the

L M.A, 391 explipitly says that Ginjee w
year of Aurangzeb (7th February, 1698).

as captured on 6th Shaban forty-first
records: ‘A letter from Amir J

The Maedras Diary of 2nd J anuary, 1698,
‘ ahan from the Mughal camp received to-day
advises that the Nawab has taken the Ginjee forts all but one which also offers to
capitulate.’ If we read Rajab insteaq of Shaban in M.A., we get 8th January.
Bhimsen (135a) says that the fort fell on a Sankaranti, which would give 2nd or
3lst January. Chitnis (ii. S8) ag usual is grossly incorrect, giving . Ckaitra
pratipad Sudi'1618 =23rd March, 1696, as the date of the capture’. J‘Sarkar’s
Aurangzeb v., p. 108 .

5

5th January, giving the news to them, and tfl‘e letter 1n t;eexily Gaigr:‘ge:
. jew expressed by Mr. Hatsell. Therefors, ) :
e el before the 5th of January, and the actual date of the
st e fallent een the 28th of December, 1697, and the S?h of
fall must ?zsbe I‘;aving regard to the general statement, that Gmgre?i
January, 1?~ ,&: anti, that is, the 30th of December,. 1697, 'our %ecor
fell on a Sankar t ’a precisely correct date as it 1s posmblfz in the
o Close' ’ hatever manner the authot had acquired the
e o ml v:;'Eference between the 30th Sankaranti and ‘the
date. T acm?" | 1may be one of looseness of language regarding
?S‘lst/:f zthte' (C)lflrlzlkllli(r:nzen or of the fort having actually fallen or taken
anrararit »
o B, b 'Slinirnlszr.hich this account differs materially fron'1 those
he e pc?l‘ the circumstances and the character of the retxremef)t
of e .OthETS N Gingee. As Professor Sarkar’'s account has 1.t,
. 'Ra]amm fmm ble to take himself away leaving behind even his
e WaS. . al and that, while the Nawab offered them escort and
wives and Chﬂf;:g, them away, one of them declined to accepf :che
z;rranlge(? tof-the Nawab, and, dropping herself downa sht?er precipice,
ospltaht}; 02 To begin with, this seems to be rather against tl‘xe com-
11)01::::):1 :c;llusiveness, which, on all ha?dsé h:fs (?iene:e :Scr;:fld 1::
i sie gee,
Zulf‘{k"}" e t ‘:: Sti(zltffrl;lres()sf, 122 the fgall of the fortress should
unwiliogness damal;e it available for Aurangzeb to send it out on a
foe ¢ army‘a'n the North-Western Frontier, which the generzjtl
e expedltl('m tc:ili'sliked. The account of Narayana Pillai here 1.s
and the army a.hkeh ‘J:\Iawab was feigning an attack, and wheneve.r it
fhat 27 thes\:;ﬂtz tmeake cq attack, Rajaram had previous intimation,
was propo

; ised to them,
. 2 fety, which was promise
. al family begged for sa : S and two
; The: Maratha rtz for their conveyance. Four wives, th}:eet sior:l;onourable
and palkis wer ‘seam now came outof the citadel and were ﬂep o
daugh}ers 01: l;ta}:: wife of the Rajah avoided surrexlldel' > ;‘Ile"r huel;%l struck a pro-
captivity. An . heer depths below. ¢ ‘
it of the fort into the s : as caught in
?ron.J the Summ(lit Ohe was killed instantly, but her @angled corgsfh:lre it layg\vith-
Jecting rock an ‘S on the hillside at an inaccessible placean e ort. bt
the branchles <§ a t;ee4 000 men, women and children were found in )
out funeral, early 4, . ’ ; . 108.
very few combatants. (- 61:24)’.e Ifg;ié,'plettﬂ' dated Ist March.—* There are
z f Fort St. George, : ! arryed away
Credil{)el:ztzs;)or’;:”t’hat the Morattas who lately came to yelloret ?;vr: VCV anz;evas for
Ramaraja with them and that the Nabob three dayes since %u ,
am3 . ndevas.
Vellore with the Army onely, leaving the Baggage att Wa

.
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as the Company's records bear out.'

As hig o
Nawab was ) on this occasion, the
compelled to make a serious attack, on the represent’ation

of Yﬁchamanﬁygka at Venkatagiri

Nﬁyaka.had been killed by Zufﬁl:};:tk'l e;:::fk ‘]?]taissn:;ie alfter o 'said
?ha.t Ral\laram had no intimation of it. Whether Zulﬁlkh:: th; I
:::.ma“in or no, Rajaram appatently had intimation of w::tg:-::
Hel:g place in the Nawab's camp and planned his retreat accordingly.

. eems' to have taken a somewhat sequestered way out of th

with all his family and entourage, and got out of the fort i e ‘fort
safely unknown to the besiegers. From various refe onces 'mght
recorfls of Fort St. George, he loitered about the Kr: nc‘es o
remained in Vellore till a contingent of 3,000 Mahratta horqerr‘)atak and
Poona and took him safely from Vellore in the month of ila:z:xnfeolflr(?;n

ing!. Inthelight of these, th
, therefore, the account of Bhj
be exactly correct in details. nimsen may ot

P i W
ractlcally. all the year 1698 Zulﬁkar Khan was making his o)
gements and Daud Khan was ultimately put in charge whe

arran n

Zulfikar left for the imperial camp. The Fort St. David cor
. respon-

dence gives us clear indication of it. It was in the year followin th
g that

the imperial rescript was sent ordering the appointment of a Bund
3 » . . u
chieftain, Surup Singh, as Killadhar of Gingee and supersed :11 el:a
- ed the

temporaty arrangements made by Zulfikar Khan. Surup Singh is said
S sax

X Letlers from Fort St. Geor .
:agpened in this juncture 4 or 5‘),’;)%;' I\I'Iii‘;’ttl::tzr, dated #th Mavch.—
ad escape Shi . :
Ramraj:pusof::)’:: :.:;:ieie which obliged the Nabob to carry his Ar .
Nabob follows them, but s gone from Vellore with the said Morattmy thither,
his returne is expect;d sug:‘;?ahly no further then the extent of his C &% and the
design to trouble us. Att ainly after which itt will appear whether hounrf)'v and
120 answer to the Let.t present wee can make no judgment havj e do’s re‘ally
given you in the incl.;)rs Zent him so that ‘wee find réason to conﬁrng yet received
Fort St. David Yesterds: » z.md the rather because the last letters n:: tl;e caution
threaten and prepair for ingwe an account of their advices, that Seilim ¢ ved from
other assult of Cud » eillm Cawn doth

daloor.’
Letters from Fort St. George, 1698, letter, dated str, March

from the Camp advise that the Nabob ha
1 th foll
gz:x:z;e ;(;?e l::dAB. and’ that from thence the Naboobw\ev(illlafter .
rcott to keep the Ramzan. Amer] .o
but thereis 'no Letter from him since he sett out ;eahan . Bon
heare anything from him shall communicate itt to yrglun’ Wande

Lelters from F
otir peons came fr. :n': tﬁ: cfeorge, 1698, letier, dated 28th Maye,
Gurrungunda, and that the glfbwsodadvise that the camp was 8 das;s- st night
. . X 0 esi agoe by
business with Polligars) against Vellore,’gned to go (after hee hag ﬁmgshed e::;:

‘ But it hath
ame to Vellore, whither Ramaraja

‘ Spye Bramines
amraja as far ag
€to Sautgur and
© with the Camp

Vas, so soon as We;

' 7

to have been a man in personél attendance upon ¢ the Bundela chief ’. .
The account leaves it onen whether he was dependent on Dalpat Ray
Bundela, or another Bundelkhand chieftain. He was appointed Kil-
ledhar and succeeded to the responsibilities of the Nawab of the
Karnatak over all the territory appertaining to the province of Gingee,
We need not go through all the details of the administration of Surup
Singh, which is not exactly our concern, nor does the account publish
many details regarding these. Apparently Surhip Singh conducted
himself as an efficient admigistrator and carried on the administration
to the satisfaction of the Foujdar of Arcot, Dand Khan. Daud Khan
retired from Arcot in 1704 and Surup Singh continued, perhaps with -
more power, under his successor Sadat-ullah Khan and the Dewan
Dakhni Roy. There was apparently .no trouble during Bahadur Shah’s
reign except perhaps that Surup Singh took advantage of the change
in headquarters to be slack in the payment of the monies due. It is
the accession of Faruksiyar who took the throne,and tife assumption

- of power by the Sayyad brothers, that brought to the notice this

remissness of Surup Singh. A demand was accordingly made, and
pethaps Surup Singh found it impossible to get out of the bargain;
he managed to pay up the arrears and put himself fair and square
with respect to his imperial master. But the accession of Faruk-
siyar and the changes that followed in quick succession upset much,
and perhaps it was the new order of thimgs in regard to the gover-
norships that made the position of Surup Singh somewhat delicate.
But he managed to live it down and died without having settled the
question. In these circumstances, his son Dé&sing happened to be, at ’/,
the time of the last illness of his father, in Bundelkhand. He naturally
marched at the head ofy an escort, and his taking possession of
Gingee in succession to his father was the beginning of the trouble.
The matter in dispute between Déasing and Nawab Sadat-ullah
Khar® was one almost exactly the same as that between the British at
Fort St. David and the Nawabs of the Karnatak and, the Killedhars of
Gingee. The question of the right of possession by grant of a firman
in this particular case, the imperial firman of Aurangzeb, and whether
a subsequent firman of Faruksiyar could overthrow a title estab-
lished through a period of more than twelve years. Dééing took the
line of Aurangzeb’s firman to his father giving them absolute right

of the Killadhari, while the Nawab held, in behalf of Faruksiyar, that

]
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a succession was not valid unless the emperor for the time being .
approved of it. The ten months’ rule of Raja De§ing was one, on A
this account, ofﬂopposlition and ended in a wcampaign conducted by
Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan against Gingee. Raja Desing fought
heroically against tremendous odds and fell fighting.

The simple story of DéSing’s succession and history has been
magnified into a romance, and all that was known hitherto was an
almost fabulous acceunt of Dé§ing incorporated in a popular ballad
that is being sung ordinarily by people of all classes in the Tamil
country. The account of the ballad begins with a very highly coloured,
and absolutely mythical, account of the character of the horse, which
he rode. He is said to have got it from the Sultan of Delhi, who, in
admiration of his success in taming the beast, gave his daughter
in marriage with a jagkir. In the ballad, the name of the father
is wrongly given, and he is provided even with an uncle, which
does not appear in the other account. The account of Narayana
Pillai, however, makes it intelligibly historical. DeS$ing, on his way
from Bundelkhand up to his father’s head-quarters, passed through

\\ Bednur, and obtained from the Raja of Bednur, in return for the
assistance that he rendered, a particularly spirited horse, which he
rode through all his battle. The story is something like Alexander

\! and Beaucephalus and no more. His own guard was 350 horse. He
had a body of 500 killadkiari soldiers. This is of course a slender
force in comparison with the resources of the Nawab, and he fought
like a hero. He succeeded in killing Dowlat Khan, the general of the
Nawab, on the back of his elephant, and almost succeeded in taking the
life of the Nawab himself by means of his splendid horse. There
being no way of escape from the field ofbattlg, with his slender force, the
Nawab made every attempt to capture lgim alive. He had, however, to

W\ be shot down at the critical moment to save the Nawab being killed.

N There is a representation of the last battle on a stone slab preserved
in the Museum. Recently a writer in the Madras Mail gave this
iltustration and his own account of Raja DeéSing. There are also
Tamil books written upon the story of Raja Désing, which young boys

read in schools claiming to be historical expositions though they
show but slender knowledge of history.

‘ The Tamil name DeSing stands for Tej Singh in Sanskrit. He

was the son not of Thérani Singh but of Surup Singh of Bundelkhand.

* 9

He had a personal friend in the son of the killadhar of Valudavdr,
a young Muhammadan Ry name Mohabat Khan who, 0with two of his
own intimate friends, stood staunchly loyal to his friend and fought
like Leonidas’ 300 in the fight. Todar Mall occupied a position of
something like a Foreign Secretary to the Nawab of Arcot, a high
caste Hindu, a man of culture and of capacity. He tried by peaceful
means to bring D&sing to reason and failed, and reported to his
master that if DéSing is to be tamed, it should only be by fight and
not by arguments. Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan began life as a clever
Secretary, and was a capable and well-meaning administrator who |1
wanted no war in particular, till it was forced upon him. The account
of Narayana Pillai in regard to this is quite sober and narrates the
events in a manner to carry conviction as a true account, in whatever
manner he came by his knowledge. He was a native of Gingee
apparently, and could write but indifferent Tamil. His account is
written in a brogue, a sort of hybrid between bazaarsTamil and the
official Hindustani written Tamil. He could, however, state the
incidents clearly and observe the sequence. As he claims in the
preface, he seems to have had some little critical power and applied it
usefully. He sometimes offers opinions, perhaps without adequate
knowledge, and does not show himself a partisan of DéSing. He shows
himself rather the other way. The narrative presented of Désing
probably conveys all the correct history of the hero and his short ten
months’ rule of Gingee.

The date of the death of Dé&sing is precisely given in the narrative,
and the details given are found to be correct according to the fndian
Ephemeris of the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pi]lai,‘//
corresponding to Sunday‘; 3rd October, 1714.?

2

1 Wheeler, Madras in Olden Times, p. 337.—* Saturday, October 9, 1714.—
Genesel Letter from the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort St. David, dated
the 6th instant, advising that our Nabob Sadat-ulla Khan had drawn all his forces
round Ginjee, and summoned Serope Singh’s son to surrengler, upon pretence of
an order from Court to take possession of that place; which he refused to do, and
making a desperate sally with about 300 Rajpoots, was very near killing the
Nabob, having cut the harness of his elephant with his own hands. But timely
succour coming in to the Nabob’s rescue, Tejah Singh, Serope Singh’s son, with
Mohabut Khan and several others of the principal men belonging to Ginjee, were
overpowered and cut off, so that it is believed Ginjee will surrender in a few

days.’ On the 15th of November the news arrived that Ginjee was captured by
Sadatulla Khan,
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(TRANSLATION OF NARAVANA PILLAYS ACCOUNT)

(In the wars:of Aurangazeb in the south, the operations round
Gingee constitute an important episode, and the siege itself is said to
have lasted for a period of twelve years till ultimately it fell. Since
the episode of Raja Desing arises directly out of the fall of Gingee,
we may well begin the story with the fall of the fortress.)

The Nawab' having in this manner pretended to be operating
seriously carried on the siege of the fortress to the year Fasli 1106

(A.n. 1696). The Nawab so operated in the belief that, if the Padusha

had no trouble in Hindustan, the Dakhan or the Karnatak, the sepoys -

would have nd work. This was generally known to all. In these

circumstances and at this time, Bangiru Yéchamandyaka wrote 2
petition to the Padusha that the Nawab Amir-ul-Umara Bahadur was
actually helping Rajaram. The Padusha having seen the letter showed
it to Nawab Asafud Dowlah Asad Khan, Vazir. The Nawab replied,
‘1 have been your Vazir for the past fifty years. Never will dis-
loyalty be shown by any of kin to me to the Padusha.” On this the
Padusha sent the petition of Yachamandyaka enclosed in a firman to
Amir-ul-Umara. Even Nawab Asad Khan Babhadur wrote to his son,
Nawab Amir-ul-Umara, indicating that disloyalty would become
ascribable to him through the son’s conduct. The Amir-ul-Umara
having seen the firman of the Padusha and the letter from his father,
cut off the head of Yachamanayaka.

While this was the condition of affairs in camp, there arrived from
the Padusha to the Nawab money and reinforcements under the com-
mand of Nawab Daud Khan, Muhammad Syed Kevud, Venkatapati
and others. On the arrival of these, the siege of Gingee was pushed
on vigorously.  Rajaram considered it was %o more safe to remain in

Gingee. Taking with him from améng the Maélacheri Killedhars,
Kande Rao and others with all the things, and taking with him his
wives and atiendants, he was getting ready to quit the fort. * The Nawab
was not aware of this. He actually thought that, as the siege had been

oing on for twelve year
g years, and as even the Padusha’s resources were

getting almost exhausted, the fortress was actually going to fall. He
therefore ordered that the siege might be pressed and efforts made to
take it without further delay. Nawab Daud Khan and his contingent

* Zulficar Khan, the son of the minister Asad Khan

attackéd Sénaghadi, Kevud and his contingent similarly attacked
Krishnaghadi, while the Nawab (Amir-ul-Umara) with)all the remain-
ing forces sat down in front of the principal entrance to the fortress.
In this stage of the siege, Rajaram opened .the Tiruvannidmalai gate
and, with all his impedimenta, got out of the fort and set forward
marching westwards. The army of the Nawab, however, continued the
siege, and the fort fell in the year of Fasli1l07, the year I¢vara
month 74é, day 2 (Saturday, 3lst December 3697). The fortress
gate by which the Nawab entered it was called Fatéh Ddrvdja (victory
gate), Hearing that the encmy had escaped, the Nawab’s army left
the fort and surrounded Rajaram’s forces. Rajaram’s army fough
its way successfully and arrived at Pennittlr. Attacked again
there, they reached Tiruvanpimalai the next day, and breaking
camp again there, the army of Rajaram marched through the
pass of Chengama to Tirupattur, thence to Kolar and ultimately
reached Poona. The Nawab’s army pursued them, tilb they passed
the ghats and returned. The Amir Umara, taking possession of
Gingee, made arrangements for securing it by making Kakad Khan
Killadhar. Khasbur Khan (Gussafur Khan of the Fort St. George
Records) was made Foujdar. Further he made Daund Khan Foujdar
of the Karnaak in accordance with the orders of the headquarters
(Huzur) in the year of Fasli 1108' (a.p 1698). Muhammad
Sayyed Khan was made Dewan, Lala Dgkni Ray was made Dewan
Peishkar, Lala Todarmal was made Sheristadar of the Karnatak. The
Amir-ul-Umara gave to Gingee the name Nazrat Ghad 2.

With a view to taking Tanjore in the Chola country, he marched
forward and encamped at Tiruvadi (Tiruvaiydr). The Bhosla or
Bhonsla king 2 of Tanjore, Ekoji-Tukaji, sent his vakil and, by paying
Nazarand contributions for the gxpenses of the troops, he came to an
agreement by undertaking to pay tribute. Similarly the Nayak-Raja of
Trichinopoly and the Rajas of Ramnad and Sivaganga were put under
tribute. While the Nawab Amir-ul Umara was making these
arrangements, information reached the Padusha that Yéachamanayaka

1 In the account, the figure for 100 is inadvertently omitted.
2 The full name of the Nawab is Amir-ul-Umara Zulfikar Khan Bahadur

Nazarath Jung. The name Nazarath apparently was taken from a part of his
full title,

* Written by an error Kosala.
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had been killed. The Padusha sent forward orders that the late Nayak’s

son, KumaAra Yﬁghamanéyaka, be installed in his place with a suitable
Mansab and Jaghir.

communicated to him the orders of the Padusha and gave him the
Jaghir of Venkatagirikotah. To the contingent sent forward by the
Raja of Jeypore under Sirdar Sivanath Singh, the Nawab presented
Jag kirs both to the Commander and to the Sepoys in the districts of
Gingee, Tiruvapndmalai and Tiruvadi and in the places uuder the
irrigation districts of the anicut at Tiruvapnainallir.  Sivanath Singh

was under the same orders given the Ailledhari of Chengi, Madanmust
and Deésur.

In addition to a Manusab, Sivanath Singh came into
possession of these Killedharis in Fasli 1107, year I§vara. In these
circumstances, Padusha Alamghir sent Surup

Singh with a Afansad of
2,000, a jaghir of twelve lakhs and the killedhari of Gingce. Surup

Singh was a man in immediate attendance on the Raja of Bundeikhand,
Surup Singh Ly name. He took the man from the Raja, and, giving

him the title of Surup Singh, sent him on to the Nawab Amir-ul-Umara
with the firman above mentioned. Under this firman, the Nawab,
Amir-ul-Umara gave him the killedhars of Gingee and sent him with

the order to Kisafar Khan (the Gussafar Khan of the Company's
Records) and Kakadkhan. Surup Singh entered office as Killedhar of

Gingee in the year of Fasli 1110, year Vikrama, (or A. p. 1700 and
took possession of the fortress of Gingee. Killedhar Kisfar Khan and

Foujdar Kakad Khan retired and joined the army of the Nawab. Payya
Ramakrishna was appointed Vat Nayis (Secretary). Shaik Nur

was appointed head of the guard. Shik

ar Udaya Ram became Jupyd
Navis, Chalchiram became Tahavildar. Sii Ram became Hazar Amani.

Other officials like Hazar Mendi, Hazar Thopachi and others of the
Padushayi setvice numbering 5,000 reained as khilla dhaindth under

the orders of the Nawab. Surup Singh kept with him this diaindth
5,000 along with his own three hundred horse,

own Jaghir of othe eight weli parganan
Tindivanam, Tiruvimattr,

places like that,
Nazrath Jung,

took possession of his
in Gingee, Valudavfr,
Asapfr, Tirukkdviliir, Véttaivanam and
Nawab Amir-ul-Umara Zulfikar Khan Bahadur
in accordance with the orders of the Padusha, made
over the foujdari of the Karnatak to Daud Khan as Foujdar, Muhammad
Sayyad Khan as Dewan, Todar Mall as Sheristadar,

and reached
Aurangabad in the same year Vikrama,

Nawab Daud Khan, taking his

The Amir sent for Kumira Yachamandyaka,
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army with him, encamped himself on the south bank.of the Palar as
usual and remained therg in camp. That place has sn%ce become the
town of Arcot. Ramaining there he conducted the work of the
Foujdari of the Karnatak on the lines laid down by his predecessors,
particularly by Nawab Amir-ul-Umara, collecting the nazar and
peishhush arranged for him from the Kiltedhars, Jaghirdars, Mam:abdars,
the Poligars who were established from the time of the.RaJas and
others. He also sent out Amildars for collecting she amant du.es from
the khalsa lands, the revenues from the Zofi at Bhandar (Masuhp-atam)
and remitted to the Huzur the 15 lakhs, the /rsal amount accordmtc,r to
the [jari. He built for himself a bungalow in Mylapore and fortl'ﬁed
the town. He conducted the administration with justice and remained
in Arcot till the fasli year 1114 (a. D. 1704).

In these circumstances and, in accordance with the orders of the
Padusha Alamghir (Aurangzeb), he appointed Muh?mm‘ad t‘:vayyad
Khan Dewan to carry on the administration oﬁiciat.mg .m his p.lace
(Kathydri) and left for the imperial head-quarters leaving instructions
that Sayyad Khan should write to him regular reporfs and arra.ngé for
sending out an agent to him also. In accordance. with the.se. insiruc-
tions, Sayyad Khan carried on his administration appointing Royl
Dakhiniray as his Dewan. He got for his elder brother, Ghulam Ali
Khan, the Killedhari of Velur by recommending to thc.e head-quarters
and obtaining their firman and tasvisndma, Ghulam Ali Khan thus got
the Killedhari of Velur with a mansab of. one thousand.' I:Ie al.so wrote
his reports and obtained the necessary firman al;ld iasmsn'ama ."Al favou.r
of the Killedhars of his own choice for the KarnatakAghadx, Kailasghadi,
Wandivash, Timir and other places in the Karnitak already. The
Padusha accordingly sent fo Sayyad Khan a mansad of 3,000 and the
title Sadat-ullah Khan., Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan proved a. good
administrator of the Karnatak keeping himself on.go.od terms w1t}.1 the
Jaghirdars of the Karnitak and the Rajas of Trlchmopoly,'Tan]ore,
Madura and Venkatagiri, collecting from them theodue pe:’ts/zcusﬁ as
well as the other revenues from the Sircar taluks acc':ord.mg’to the
established arrangements. He collected the dues with justice and
remitted the dues to the head-quarters along with the accounts at .the
fixed time. He also managed to be on good terms with the ofﬁcxals
of the Dewan’s Office (mufsadis) by means of gifts, fakkrir and
paridana. While everybody concerned spoke well of him, the Padusha

o

-
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was greatly pleased with him as a very efficient administrator, fully
justifying the expectations of his youth as a very intelligent young
man. About this time, Padusha Alamghir died and was succeeded by
his son who let the administration of the Karnitak go on as before.
The Nawab conducted himself in his days by remitting regularly the
lzara Que to the Sircar, the tribute due from the Karpitak by way of
nazar and the usual durbar expenditure. When afterwards Faruksiyar
succeeded as Padusha, the Killedhar of Gingee Surup Singh had
become a regular defaulter for ten years without sending even the
peishcush or Nazar, and otherwise taking forcible possession of the
Sircar Khalsa villages and disregarding the order of the Fowjdar in
regard to these matters. Sadat-ullah Khan therefore intimated the
matter in his report to the Pudusha and made a separate report that
Surup Singh owed to the Foujdar: 70 lakhs of rupees, filing accounts
to prove it. Having examined the accounts and reports, the Padusha in
anger threw Surup Singh’s Vakil into prison and ordered that he might
write to Surup Singh to pay up the seventy lakhs of rupees'to the
Foujdar of the Karnitak. In this state of affairs certain of the Amirs
in the court spoke in favour of Surup Singh and presented his case
favourably to court. The agent of Sadat-ullah Khan, on the contrary,
by name Tipudas, worked through the agency of the court Daroga
Kutbudin undertaking to pay two lakhs of rupees to the durbar for
expenditure through the Bukansi Kasidas’ business house (Khoti). He
also filed a darkhast in these terms at the linzur office. Having seen
these, the Padusha sent out a firman informing Sadat-ullah Khan of
this and issued orders on these terms to Surup Singh.! Having learnt

* Wheeler, Madras in Olden Times, p. 323 '

* Zulfikar Khan being cut off, there camr immediate orders from Court tO
re-assume all the lands and villages that were granted him in these parts by
Aurungzebe, in consideration of his good services in the conquest of the Ginjee
country. Accordingly the Dewan Sadat-ulla Khan sent us a summons to deliver
up Egmore?, etc., vill;cxgea granted us by Zulfikar Khan on account of th.e agsistance
we gave hm.l with ammunition, and what else he wanted to carry on bisl]esigns
We have hitherto staved this business off with good words and leadin‘ O“r‘
rights ; and when the new Nabob (Nizam) comes nearer, we will endpeavourgto get
our grant confirmed. In the meantime, if any force is used (o take them from us
we resolve to defend them as well as we cap, We are in daily expectati 1;1 t 0“1"
Dewan Sadat-ulla Khan will be turneq out, as having been a crs t - t . ssal
of Zulfikar Khan. For which Teason, we av e AR v

o'd . . .
matter by presents. 'd purchasing his friendship in this
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from news letters of all that bad taken place, Surup Singh was
sorrow-stricken and, falling ill, died sometime after.‘) News of this
illness reached the house of Surup Singh in Bundelkhand.

Désing (Tej Singh), the son of Surup Singh, immediately started
with his wife and ffty horse and attendants, and arrived at Bidanur
(Bednur) in the Karnatak, At that time the Raja of Bidanur was
much troubled by the Mahratta Sardars between whom and himself
frequent skirmishes were taking place. Having héard of Raja Désing’s
arrival, the Raja of Bidanur urged the friendship of Déging’s father,
Surup Singh, the Ki7lledhar of Gingee and persuaded Desing to
render him assistance, by showing him letters received from Surup
Singh. After due consideration of the proposal, and, on the repre-
sentation of the chief officials of Bidanur who carried the letter, Raja
Dasing agreed to assist the Raja of Bidanur and attacked his enemies
with his own forces. His contingent distinguished itself and succeeded
in turning back the assailants. The Raja of Bidanuv in réturn paid one
lakh of’rupees and made him a present, with great pleasure, of an
extraordinarily good horse in his stables, which nobody had been able
to ride before. The animal actually cost him twelve thousand
rupees. Having heard the description of the horse, D&sing
proceeded to the stables and found the animal tame at his approach.
Désing was able to ride the animal without trouble and thus secured
the present for himself in addition to the money, the dress and jewels.
With all these, he arrived at Gingee. Surup Singh had died in the
meanwhile, while Désing was still on the way from Bundelkhand to
Bidanur.?* Reaching Gingese, D&éing performed the funeral ceremonies
of his father and assumed authority as Killedhar. The Killedhari
officials of Surup Singh pgid the nazar and acknowledged him as his

o]

1 A,dayor two before 20th December, 1713, Fort. St. George, Consultation,
dated 24th December 1713

¢ ¢from Thoms Frederick Esqr. Depty, Governr. of Fort St» David, dated 20th.
inst. advising the death of Serope Sing Rajah of Chingee.’

* There is an apparent discrepancy here. The narrative seems to imply that
Déding started on hearing of the death of Surup Singh. But what actually seems
to have taken place, according to the narrative as a whole, is tha_t the information of
Surup Singh’s illness reached his house in Bundelkhand. Raja DeSing left with
his wife and a slender guard. While he wasstill on the way south, Surup Singh
took ill and died when the son reached Gingee. Information of death reached
Bundelkhand only then,

\
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successor, while the Padushayi officials, such as the Dhainath Vaknavis
and others did pot pay the usual 7zazar. Knowing that D&§ing was 8
man of quick temper, nobody dared to intimate to him that he should
not agsume office without the orders of the Sircar. Payya Ramakrishna,
the Vaknravis, however, found a suitable opportunity some time after
to point out that he should assume office with the knowledge of the
Sircar and with the orders of the Padusha where necessary. Failing
this, he urged that Fe ought to obtain orders from Nawab Sadat-ullah
Khan.?

Désing replied that his father Surup Singh got the meras of Ginge®
from his Padusha Alamgir, and therefore he was not bound to apply t©
anybody else, and nobody’s orders were therefore required. Payy2
Ramakrishna kept quiet and six months passed.

Sadat-ullah Khan had information of the death of Surup Singhe
Bl'lt he did notvsend anybody to take possession of the government of
Gingee. He'wrote to Raja DaSing, however, a letter of condolence
about the death of his father. Desing was exercising his Suthority
over all the taluks of Surup Singh’s Jaghir. In the meanwhile, there

- arrived from the Padusha two Aarkars to Arcot (the head-quarters of

the Karnatak since the days of Daud Khan) carrying a firman to Sadat-

ullah Khan, and orders to Surup Singh (the orders that Faruksiyar

1ssuefl in regard to the seventy lakhs of revenue due). Having read
the f.zrman from the Padushe, the Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan called the
Sheristadar of the Padushayi, Lala Todar Mall (Tamil Tondar Mull), and
told him that Raja D&$ing was an irritable young man and therefore to
proceed personally to Gingee and show him the /dkhid firman and the
letter from himself and take quiet possession of the fortress peacefully
as-w.ell as the Jaghir lands attached thereto, and to send down Raja
Désing. Tod.ar Mall left Arcot at the k;)ead of fifty horse and the
l::::::rz,feq\l]];plgi a?d' reactjin.g Gingee, encamped himself near the
The Padushayino?ﬁ fira)’a Swimi constructed by Muthiyal Nayakan.

ayi of cials of the fort, Payya Ramakrishna and others
came and visited him in camp. Todar Mall intimated to them that he
was the bearer of the imperial firman to Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan
ax‘ld the takhid firman to Killedhar Surup Singh. Th o a‘ ed the
Inayatnama and copies of the firman and con‘;eyed iieexi:z::‘mation

* See note above,
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to Raja Desing!. Raja D&é§ing gave them the reply that the fort as
well as the Jaghir attached thereto were given tm his father by
Alamgir Padusha, and that he was not prepared to give up the fort.
Payya Ramakrishna in reply said that the firmar from the Padusha and
the Jnayatnama of the Foujdar were both of them brought to him by
the Mutsadi who is encamped in Gingee. Whatever Raja Desing may
have to say in this matter, he ought to speak to him. He pointed
out that Todar Mall was a good man as also was the Foujdar
Sadat-ullah Khan. They assured him that they would not take
away the miras from him, but that, if he saw Todar Mall and the
Foujdar afterwards, they would confirm him in the kéilledkari. Payya
Ramakrishna therefore impressed it upon him that he ought to go and
see Todar Mall. Agreeing to this, Raja Désing at the head of his
horses and all the necessary equippage of his father went out riding
towards the cremation ground of the Rajas near Melacheri. Turnfng
round from there to the temple of Chakraperumal on the banks of the
river an'd turning towards the fort from there, the Raja came to the
tent of Todar Mall. Todar Mall, seeing that the Killedhar was com-
ing, went forward to meet him. D&sing made his salutation without
getting down from his horse. Todar Mall felt chagrined an: returned
to his tent. Deéding proceeded on his way to the fort. The next
morning Todar Mall in his turn came on horseback and reached the
court of Désing. Being a mild man, Todar>Mall felt that he should not
make much of the ¢characteristic stupidity of the Bundela’. He
approached DeSing in due form and presented him the imperial firman
and the Foujdar’s /nayainama, When Dé§ing got them read out to
him, his eyes turned red and, becoming angry, he said that he would
not allow the Jaghir to bg taken possession of by Todar Mall. But,
if he persisted, it would result in the rolling of many heads. So saying,
he threw down the firman of the Padusha and the /ndyatnama of the
Foujdar towards Todar Mall. Todar Mall took up the documents and
returned to the camp. The Foujdari officials followed him to the camp

1 Yadras in Olden Times, p. 321.
 Thursday, Oclober 8, 1713. The present Nabob Sadat-ulla Khan, having

received a firmaun from the new Kiog Feroksere, confirming him in the Govern-
ment of these parts ; upon which the French and Dutch have presented him each
to the amount of a thousand pagodas or thereabouts ; and having lately received
a message by a horseman from him, that if we do not forthwith deliver up the

yillages, he intends to come and take possession of them’,
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and wanted orders as to how they should conduct themselves.! Todar
Mall instructed them to go on as ever before in the discharge of their
various duties and sent them back.

T?dar Mall reported to Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan, the Foujdar of the
Karpdtak, that, if an attempt be made to take forcible possession of
the fort, there is likely to be a fight for possession, and pointed out
that Raja Deésing’s confidence in the line of conduct that he has adopted
was due to the possession of 350 horse of his own and 500 soldiers
belonging to his K7lla. On receipt of this letter the Fowjdar set his
army in motion and a skirmish took place in the plains of Timiri. In
the course of a month, the Foxjdar’s forces rose to 5,000 horse and ten
thousand foot, besides contingents from Bangiru Vachamandyaka of
Vt?nkatagiri, from the Nayak of Kalahasti, from the Poligars, Bomma-
1"16;\11:\. and ?ther Killadhars, the whole army totalling thirty ’thousand.
thee c:z::ziz;nh:vzg collected all t'he necessary material for carrying
they Kt Zf Ae uftermost, arrivedin Arni. He was met there by
paring the mismmsil'ln1;1 V.er.xkat Rao. Presenting the usual nazar and
Stoen dage’ stes. th ) Ne joined the Nawab with his contingent. After
e Killa ot Sath; : :{ awab broke up his camp and reached Chetput,
He was o cans t: han, who met him and made the payments due.
In Ginges hof;e ere for about ten dfays when Todar Mall joined him.
officials of ,the Fozjinf ?;S;ra:(Rc]amaanhr‘&' Vak_m.wis, and the other
was in fall march wite 11 ed out to Raja Deé§ing that the Foujdar
Gingee, that th wxf his own army and auxiliary contingents upon

» that the Fowjdar was anthorised to exercise control over all the

Killed ] j
N t‘ecekiavrs,t.l.t:;g,rl’z1ra'ozrs and Rajas of the whole Karpatak and is authorized
etribute from them. * Your father was given a tdkhid firman

! On the matter under di: y
) spute the follo 1
tions at Fort St. George for 1714 is illumin;:ii:;"lg :e :tr::; from iy and Consulle

fmm';l;:ope ){louf Excellens. will not disturb
purchas’d wth. our mone
formerly ps . ey of the Lawtull O ince”
o Aurgoz:; tz t'l;: Vii:er Assid Cawn anq his sonvivnnet;e ial:na: :“:lcle bee:t
» wc. - as tnell as for all our Antient Rights a:d pl’ievii"::!es

our quiet possession of W¢, W-

utmost for his Majest Serv: y and
ice YOr nue Yor. fav
t ‘ ] - 'y . Excellenc . Will con i
tl . .
fﬂendtp 0 ugs as usunal, & com’ mand me in partieulqr whe rl' Quf
' ' hen anytht. offers fo! y
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for possession of Gingee. It would not do, therefore, in disregard
of all these, to persist .in the course of hostility adopted by you.
Even now if you would visit the Foujdar and pay youf respects to him,
he would recommend to the head-quarters and obtain the Killedhari for
you. The Foujdar is actually seen at the head of a large force. Itis
for you to judge on the basis of these facts and adopt a line of action
conducive to your interests.’ Raja Dé§ing gave no answer to this
remonstrance. The Nawab’s forces encamped at Kadalimalai and
entered the territory dependent on Gingee and set about plundering.
The army gradually entered Gingee. The forces of the Killedhari did
not oppose the Foujdar's forces. Seeing this, Raja Desing sent to his
friend the Killedhar of Valudavir, which belonged to the estate of his
father, and obtained from him the assistance of his son Mohabat Kban
and two of his friends at the head of fifty horse. On the arrival of
these, Dé§ing got ready and mounted his horse. Those that were well
inclined towards him pointed out to him that the omens’ were bad and
that it was not proper that he should advance against the Foujdar’s
forces. Declining the advice given, Desing went to his wife and
telling her that, in case he should not return, she ought to find means
to protect her honour. He sent word to all concerned that the army of
the Muhammadans was approaching, and, telling those dependent
upon him not to follow if they did not care, he set forward at the head
of his guard on the road to Arcot. He was followed by 200 horse and
Mohabat Khan. Without taking notice of any of the Nawab’s forces
that met them, they reached the banks of Vardhapadi, which was
in full flood, as it was the month of October-November. After
waiting there for just a short while, he spurred his horse into the
flood, followed by Mohgbat Khan and about a bhundred horse, and
reached the other bank of the river. The remainder of the force
stood on the other bank alone. The river was not big and, even
whet it was in floods, it would be possible for them to cross it by
waiting a few hours. But Déding had no consideration for these and
marched forward at the head of a hundred horse against the Nawab’s
forces. Information of this having reached the Foujdar, he sent
forward Dowlat Khan at the head of a contingent with instruction
to fight him and capture him alive, and himself got ready and
mounted his elephant. Dowlat Khan, seeing Désing approach at the
head of a slender force of about a hundred horse, ordered his forces

)
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to spread out and surround the small force coming against him,
himself approaching with a view to capture D&sing. Deééing and
M.ohabat Khan attacked Dowlat Khan's forces, fought for some time
vzgor_o‘t.xsly till each of the forces lost fifty men. Of the followers
of De:s'ling a few fled. Mohabat Khan and his two friends stuck close
to D&sing and stood with him. They fought hard killing a number
of the enemy, till they themselves were killed in their turn. De$ing

left alone was in ter.ible anger and wished to kill Dowlat Khan on

the back of his el ; :
ephant. Leaving therefore the Khan's main army,

D* rxl .
eSing rode up to his elephant. Dowlat Khan cried out to his forces

n?t k:O kil .Dééing’ but to capture him alive as that was the order
course of piire hajp Desing. Finding an opportunity in the
manceuvring, Désing urged his horse, which got on to the side

of Dowlat Khan’ : .
han’s elephant and rearing on its hind-legs, set its fore-legs

on the si ., .. .
de of (he elephant. Desing simultaneously pierced Dowlat

Iéhan with his lance and turning round quickly galloped to Gingee.
th:e:oa;fit;i sthte death of Do_w.lat Khan, the Nawab Foujdar still urged
forward with ;:i ‘capture DeSing ali\_re and not to kill him, and moved
charging the Naaowg’elephant. Desing, in his turn, urged his horse,
elephant . wab’s elephant. One of the men on the side of the
and Dssicut Z’,ﬂ the fore-legs of the horse charging. The horse fell
would nolzgpe::,?;ns- a footman.. E\.'en after this the Nawab still
captured alive Hels nen t(.) kill him and wanted that he should be
Désing. He v:/as fouurged his elephant forward and brought it near
owa elephant simi} lowed c losel.y by Bangaru Yiachamanayaka on his
Jamadars of thfm ;r_ y urging %ns men to capture Déding. One of the
approached Dés“isn :’-?11:’ ho}.dmg his shield in front as a protection
him with his spe :- lh a view to capture him. D&sing transfixed
Oue of the when Yachamaniyaka ordered that he be struck.

sepoys that was ready with his gun loaded and the wick

:’::tnmgn lﬁzhted the fuse and shot him dead. The Nawab entered the
carrying the dead body of Dasi ) . nter
month Arpisi, eSing with him in the year Jaya

date 2, correspondin
: . g to Fasli :
sunrise (Sunday, 3rd October, 17 14)2 "o 1126, dbout an bour afet

* Saturday the Gth,—
t t —' General Letter f
of ffort St. David, dated the 6th instantrre;‘.‘c)lmint

he Dep” (;OVeInt 'l
. . and (-:oux
l“t month, and advising that our Nabob had d

closing their Accot, of Cash fof
rawa all his forces Round Chingie
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The Nawab entered Gingee and proceeding to the fort of
Nazaratghadi in Padushabagh, and, having seated himself in the
KalyAnamahal of the late Surup Singh, saw that the treasury and
other places were secured and put under seal. All the officials of the
Padushai, the officers of the army that followed him, other Amirs and
Rajas and the officials of the Nawab saluted the Nawab and presented
him nazar. In the fort itself, the Nawab secured the Baratkhana, the
Chowkipara and other places, and sent word to the wife of Raja
Déeéing and others in the palace of his assuraption of government of
the fort.
father, and that she had no wish to continue lifc after the death of her
husband, and requested permission to become Sati by ascending his
Finding her immovable from her resolution, the

Déding’s wife sent back word that the Nawab was her

funeral pyre.
Nawab ordered everything being provided for carrying out her
wishes, and gave her the permission she sought. The cremation of
the body of Désing and the immolation of his wife took place the next
morning on the bank of the tank dug by Ram Shetty in the days of
Rajaram. The funeral ceremonies were performed by the son of Alup
Singh, a nephew of Raja Desing, at the expense of the Nawab's
treasury. The followers of Dé§ing, the Nawab ordered, should
continue to hold their places and remain as before. They, however,
obtained the permission of the Nawab to raise a new town at the spot
near Kadalimalai, where Deging fell, ard, given a cowle therefor,
they built a temple to Déging. They also built tombs for Mohabat
Khan and the other Muhammadans who feli as well as to
the horse of DeSing. They recovered the corpses of Mohabat
Khan and his two
outskirts of Gingee, byilt tombs over them on the bank of
the Setty's tank. They built a flower garden where DeéSing was
burnt and planted in the place a pipal and margosa.
that vere in the service of DeSing obtained permission and returned
to Bundelkhand. The Nawab took from Desing’s Dewan Hanumaji

friends, and after burying them in the

& Summond Seroop Sings Son to surrender upon pretence of an order from
Court to take possession of that place, which he refus’d to do & making &
desperate Salley with abut 300 Rashboots was very near killing the Nabbb having
cut the harness of his Elephant with his own hards, but timely Succours coming
in to the Nabobs Rescue, Teja Sing Sercop Sings Son with Mohabat Cawn and
Several others of the principal Men belonging to Chingie overpower’d & cut off
$0 that it is beleiv'd Chingie will surrender i a few days.’

>
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Pandit, Tiru\,rengada Pillai and others, charge of their offices and
accounts, and sent them out as Amils of Parganas. He also settled
the rents and the taxes after measurements, and granted kavilndma 10
those of the gefta (heart of the town). He appointed as the naib
killadhar, Sadat Tiyar Khan, his wife’s sister’s husband along with 3
snitable mansab and jaghir. The Foujdari was given to Padanda Rao.
To the new town that was built where De§ing fell, they gave the
name Faleh Pett. Faiyya Ramakrishna and other Padishai officials
were allowed to continue in their usual offices. He also appointed
killadhars and mutsadis as well as sardars over Rajaghadi, Krishnaghadi
and S$éndardyan Durga. He gave over Krishnaghadi to Kevutam
Venkatapati, and, as usual, gave the jagir of Pennattlir with it. For

Bhitmikotta he appointed as his Foujdar, Azam Ushan, and the

office of mavis was given to Alkhayar. All were placed under the

orders of Sadat Tiyar khan, and in addition to the already existing
dhayinidti offivials, he appointed Siyad Sultan, Abdul Karim, Hayat -
Khan and others as Jemadars. 'The Killedhari was assumed tempot-
arily by Sadat Tiyar Khan. The office of Kkazi was given t0
Muhammad Ali, the son-in-law of the Padushayi K%azi, Shaik Abdul
Khadar. They also built a Jamah Musjid within the fort and an
Idga right in front of the Settipallam tank. It was such a splendid
structure, the like of which ¢is not likely to be seen e}sewhere.’
Dewan Lala Roy Dakhan.Ray built a single storied 4
himself with a garden round it.

They also got the:“ ]
capture of Gingee cut out in a stone and had it built in on the steps of
the Fatéh Darwidja. In this manner, Nawab Sadat-ullah Khan carried

on the administration of the Karnatak for four years residing in the

- fort of Gingee. Under the orders of the head-quarters, he exercised

authority over the governments wof Srirangapatam, Madura,
Trichinopoly, Ramnad, Tanjore, Venka{tag iri, each under its own ruler.
Besides the fifty-four Killedharis of the Karpatak, he had also autiority
over the factories of Channapajanam (Madras) and Bhandat
(Masulipatam), From all these he took the setled Peiskush and
collected the revenues of the K%alse (state-owned . .+ ds), Finding at
the end of the four years that the water of Gingeé dil 1ot agree with

him, he made over his anthority to the Naib (his deput, ) and returned
to Arcot.
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The Rise of the Mahratta Power
in the South

BY

Rao BaHADUR Dr. S. KrRISENASWAMI AIYANGAR, M.A.,
(Hony.) PH.D.

It was Akbar’s vision of empire that has to be regarded as perhaps
the root cause of the rise of the Mahrattas to political power, and it
may equally well be considered that the collapse of the Hindu empire
of Vijayanagar was as much of a contributory, as the Mughal advance
in the Dekhan, to the rise of the Mahrattas as a nation and as a
political power in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Akbar
conceived his empire not exactly as an empire of the Mughals in India,
but as an Indian empire, in which the Mughals, Afghans and the
Hindus alike were citizens on an equal footing politically, and entitled
to be regarded as the subjects of an Indian empire. The conception
of such an empire seems to have come early to Akbar, and there is
evidence in the earliest acts of even young Akbar as emperor when
he was moved towards the "accomplishment of this ideal. He almost
began after the dismissal of Bairim Khin from his position of
authority and the overthrow of Adham Khén, getting rid thereby of
sinister influences in the way of this ideal. The first practical steps ~
that he took were to accept the Hindus as his own subjects, as much
entitled to privileges of position and power as his own Mughals, and,
needless to say, as the Afghans. In the course of carrying this idea
into practice, he experienced the difficulties of antagonism in religion
as prejudicial to the bringing about of that complete unity among his
subjects, which for some little time perhaps exercised its opiate
influence upon his imperial mind. That is what imduced him, after
elaborate preparation by way of open discussions and arguments
between the best votaries of the prevalent religions of the land, to
formulate a common religion for all. That religion was matter not
capable of being thus ordered even by imperial authority was borne in
upon him, when perhaps the most intimate among his courtiers plainly
told him, after all his travail, that this was a hopeless feat. Bhagavandis
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is said to have made the remark: ¢ Islam [ understana, Hinduism I
know, but this new religion, I protest, I do not understand,’ thus
putting the whole position in a nutshell. Religion is not made to
order, except for agnostics and plain atheists, It is something more
secretive and has an appeal to much beyond reason. That was 2
truth that was recognized in India ages ago ; and the religion of each
one was left entirely to himself alone. That was the cardinal principle
that contributed to che success of Hindu administration during the
best of its days. Rulers regarded themselves as the preservers of the
Dharma, not the propounders and the promulgators thereof. In a
country of the vastness and variety of India, even admitting that it
never was under an empire as a whole before the establishment of
the British Empire, any other principle would have been impossible as
an operative principle of action. This truth Akbar learned when his
Din I1ah1 failed, and, like a statesman of distinct vision, he learned the
truth and laid’it to heart and did not go into sackcloth and ashes, like
a fanatic, to mourn the sad fate that had overtaken his pet scheme.
The empire of India that he wanted to form fell short, to this extent,
of the unity that he wanted to impart to it; but short of this, his
liberal policy had knitted it as closely as may be, and had put it on 8

‘ footing on which it showed promise of permanence.
On this basis, having firmly establihed himself in the Indian
. empire of Hindfstin, the %ext natural effort would be to make the
attempt, which failed before under Muhammad bin Tughlaq, of
" extending the empire to take into it peninsular India as well. The

first effort at expansion was the successful advance across the Vindhyas

~and the establishment, without much ado, of a viceroyalty of the
Dekhan at Burhdnpur. To the Dekhan states, which were Islamic in
character though of another form, the gxpansion of imperial authority
meant their incorporation in the imperial rule and therefore politica1
extinction. The states fought ashard as they could, but succumbed to the
imperial forces when the time came. Akbar’s policy of expansion wa$
~pursued by his successors. Jahangir in his own way tried to go a steP
further and employed in the enterprise the most promising among
his sons, who ultimately succeeded to the throne and carried out the
policy of his father still further ; so that at the unexpected termination
of Shéh Jahan’s rule, the two Musalman States, Bijapur and Golkonda
were alone left in the Dekhan. The three States that had been

, @
overthrown su’ccessfully had been incorporated in the viceroyalty of the
nghan, which gave the surest indication of what the states could
expect by submission to imperial authority. The twoBtates therefore
felt that they must fight to be bitter end and be extinguished fighting,
rather than undergo the political extinction, which, as they might well
imagine, submission to the Mughal Empire meant. In this fight
naturally they utilized all their resources, and the Mahrattas as such
emerged into view as auxiliaries rendering valdant services in this
cause of Dekhani independence of the Indian empire of the Great
Mughal. ¢

Ever since the overthrow of Yidava Ramdev by ‘Aldu’d-din and
the flaying alive of his son-in-law Harapala, the Mahrattas lost their
independence. The planting of military colonies, as it were, of the
¢ Amirs of 100’ by Mubéarak Khalji drove another nail into the coffin
of their independence. Politically therefore they had become extinct
as a nation ; but in practical life they played a very conéiderable part
in the administration of the Islamic states of the Bahmani kingdom as
a whole, and rose to rank and importance even in some of the separate
states into which this kingdom broke up. They were found largely
employed even in the State of Bidar under the Bahmani Sultins them-
selves. It was a quarrel between the Mahratta Controller of the
finances and Yiisuf ‘Adil Shih, the general, that brought about the
rebellion which ultimately dismembered the Bahmani kingdom. They
found scope for further service in the States of Bijdpur and Ahmadnagar’
particularly, and it is common knowledge that Shihji began his career
as a petty military commander and Jagirdar in the State of

Ahmadnagar, A valiant man in comparatively humble circumstances,

he naturally looked up to those high in position and through the

agency of another Mahratfa chieftain, who had influence at court, he
found opportunity for honourable entry into service and for achieving
distingtion in the wars that Abhmadnagar had to wage against the

Mughals. Unfortunately for him, Ahmadnagar was too far gone to

appreciate even the valiant services of a loyal officer of their own.

Shéahj’s achievements only provokt\ad jealousy and, instead of meeting

rewards for services rendered, he found that he had the countgracting

machinations of court intriguers against him. He tried his fortunes
with the other rival State, Bijipur. There again, he achieved the
same distinction, and he met with almost the same kind of a reward.

h ]
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After trying his fortunes with Ahmadnagar, once again chastened
after .defeat, he found he was in no better position to prosecute his
ambi.uon for a Bareer and changed again'to léijépur. There was the
?ossxb.ility of service in the empire. He might have elected to enter
imperial service and risen to a certain degree of importance. Had he
done that, as in fact he attempted to do in A.p. 1637, Shahji might
have ended his days as the holder of a big mansab in th,e empire at the
ve‘ry. best, not without the possibility of an inglorious end to 8
‘;nlltmnt career', hav.ing regard to his character and high ambition.
B;)ja ;;e t::i ‘;xl:;dtxt othervtrise. Shat#i finally threw in his lot with
e b,y e, :C gav.e him an opportunity to round off his small
’ A cretions of territory, so that in MahArishtra he
::ultd co.unt himself a Sardar of a fairly high rank. It was then that
f; ::::::]m']): s?uth ?f the th? Musalméin kingdoms opened out vistas
; .p ishing his ambition, and Sh&hji found an o tunity to
ake the tide 1t the full flood. promR
. tTh:eht::::r: :ft::]aya.nagar, which had suffered a shattering blow
Bt e 2 l::lt;d Muhammfldan states of the dismembered
it e battle of Talikota so-called, was able soon to
I resources and restore herself, in the course of a score

of year :
years, to something of the position that she had held before as

arbiter:
e?z of the fortunes of the Islamic states, Tirumala, who fled from

Vijeyanagar

oxlled Tammt:oon a:fter t.he battle of Rakshasatangadi, ordinarily

capital. he b » regained his power so far that, from Penugonda as his

ot ' B egan to exercise the same commanding authority for

vention in the affairs of
‘ the Bahmani ki
the sixte ni kingdoms. At the end of
»powerxtc:::zl cenftury therefore Vijayanagar still was an important
e of using and willi .

regard to the Muhammadan ki;::;g . usg fler power as before if

‘Muhammad : . oms. n the contra the two

poticy withal:h:ta;es 111 the immediafe neighbourhood halz’pursued a

' advantage that they acqui

not playing i cquired after the gre £

undefstz;? e the hands of the Hindu power T:e e :n

in their car:legr ufx the cmfrse of the years that followed tzéc;z;etthat

each other's s ‘; expansion they ought to follow a policy of respecting
pheres of activity, Bijapur wag allowed for it: hare

8

of expansion the .
* Mysore ol plateau region covering the
ysore plateau on the eastern side greater half of the

of Tamil Indi and leading into the mj
. 3, the South Arcot District of to-day GOT;::::: ";‘2‘;‘;
¢ a nal

G

its sphere the whole of the Karnatak below the Ghits leading south-
wards towards Madras and terminating with perhaps the borders of
the Chingleput District. Bach of them therefore @aid itself out to
pursue a policy of aggression along the lines thus indicated and ulti-
mately to bring the Hindu state to extinction. They were prosecuting
this policy with vigour, and, if not with immediate success, at least
with chances of assured ultimate success. Tirumala passed away and
was succeeded by his son Sriranga sometime abqut A.D. 1575. Sriranga
had hard work to do against Golkonda. He had to fight and win
many battles to keep the power of Golkonda within limits. He had
also reverses of a very serious character.! He fell into the hands of
the Muhammadans and was taken prisoner.. He was rescued by the
efforts of a loyal chieftain, a feudatory of the empire. Occupied as
he was in this fashion, he provided for the administration of the
empire by creating two viceroyalties, one at Srirangapatam, which
controlled all the territory on the plateau extending, northwards to .
the frontiers of the Southern Mahratta country. The other viceroyalty
had its head-quarters at Chandragiri. This viceroyalty had for its
sphere of authority all the territory extending southwards along the
plains down to the extreme south.? When Sriranga died, Golkonda’s
expansion did not go very much beyond the Krishnd, which marked
the boundary on this side. Even Bijapur was kept more or less within
her bounds. The exposed parts howevyer were under the direct rule
of the empire including as they did the viceroyalties of Udayagiri,
Penugonda and Vijayanagar itself or Halabid, as it used to be called
before that, and the plateau part at any rate Mulbagal. These were
earlier provincial governments, and it is because of the warlike
operations that were necessary in this region that the south was
otherwige provided for." When Sriranga died, the empire was left
more or less intact. The 2xt brother Rima, who was viceroy at
$rirgagapatam, had died before him, leaving the viceroyalty to his
eldest son, Tirumala. The next brother was Venkatapati, who was
viceroy at Chandragiri. He had with him his younger nephew, the
brother of Tirumala, and being the eldest member of the family and
the only surviving brother of four, he succeeded to the emgire at the

* death of Sriranga.

1. Sources of Vijayanagar History, p. 232
% Ibid., p. 302,
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Venkatapati died in the year A.p. 1614, During the score of
years and more of his reign,

he managed to keep the empire intach
and there is a réord of hig having stood a siege in Penugonda which

he ultimately managed to beat off with great success with the assist*
ance of Riga Jagadéva Raya, the viceroy of Channapatna and the
Biramahils and Raghunatha Néyaka, the heir-apparent of Tanjore:
The empire, however, suffered 3 dismemberment in that the vicero:
yalty of Srir_aﬁgapatam underwent an extinction, as it were, and a ne¥

family of ‘rulers, the Udayirs of Mysore set themselves up instead
with the countenance,

as it seems, of the emperor himself. Beyond
these and the success

ful aggressions of the Golkonda rulers in the
north-eastern corner of the territory,

the empire remained intact. His
death brought about a disputed suce

ession which rent the empire in
twain and left it permanently dam

aged. Venkatapati married fouf
queens, but apparently had no children by any of them. One of them
who belonged to the family of Gobburi chiefs, claimed to have
brought forth a son and was bringing him up as their child. Venkata-
pati himself seems to have shared the general unbelief in regard to the
matter and continued to bring up his nephew, Ranga, the brother of
the Sﬁraﬂgapatam viceroy and son of his elder brother Rama, almost
as his adopted son, ang had even raised him to the dignity of
¢ Chikkardya’ (Yuvardja), meaning either prince or:perhaps the prince
h?ir-apparent. According to contemporary accounts, Venkatapati on
his death-bed declareq this Chikkariya as his successor and handed
over to him the imperial seal. For the moment the other party led by
Gobburi Jagga, the brother of

; the queen concerned, was silenced.
The discontented powers in the e

court and had heard iof the plot. He managed, through the good
offices of the imperial washerman, to smuggle one of the boys, the
second of the three sons of the emperor, out of the palace in whicil the
royal family was held in Prison by Jagga, The only ruler of impor-
tance on whose loyalty Yéachamandyaka depended was, as mentioned

7

\J

. avaka, and his son Raghu-
already, the rler zf ’Ix‘aar;g;?rti::‘ i‘;tripip: :1?: fatt;erfs administration.!
néAtha, Wh? pry:he:efo‘re wanted to carry the prince 8 for Zaf;-ty ti‘;
Yacl'aamanaéat:n wind of this, Jagga attacked and defeate 1mhed
Tanjore. Ge lA i ma dodged his pursuers successfully and'reac )
the fhied, zlaicn :afety, wherefrom an escort sent fron'm Tan];r;snll:d
Euzb::;{ T;Zk the prince and Yéchamandyaka into Tamorte‘battl: was

€ . . is party, auds a grea 2
natural%y tot Jjgr:;ess :I:i:: lchX:gGindliAnicut of to—dahy, where the .cocl:-
A jes were defeated in behalf of R.am'it, the prmeﬂ;
federated onom ies. the principal were the Gobburi chiefs, who we
among e erlemles‘ith the other petty chiefs excepting perhaps th?se
the leaders, a 1'ongdvIv{e‘llahasti in the territory dependent on the empxre;
o and d ‘family of Mysore stood aloof. We Ado knc:)f
The newly-fo.u e of Channapatna taking any part. T}.‘e neve 1
hear of the vieeTY ominent part and ultimately fedl in ?he battle.
Gingee tookAa very fp‘l:/[adura; and, if the Tanjore account is correct,
So did the Nayak; ortuLguese contingent on the side of the malcontents.
there was even :d its result damaged the empire much more than
This .movemeﬂt ad threw the gate open for the entry of fhe Muhmt-
anything : so & ore effectively into the imperial ttamtory. This
madan neighbov's gn however, in tiding over his difﬁcultles' throu'gh th;s1
Ramaraja ?“Cc?ede- , e so long as Tanjore maintained itself in .fu
assistance of 1‘::1'rx]ox-its‘elf was at constant war with the Madura ch1e;.s,
po:i;.' 1'3‘12:;:1:: warfare ultimately weakened both States. This
and this in

3 11.
‘ way to its downfa ented the
and paved the way ¢ the viceroyalty of Channapatna prev d
The breakdow ° m of Mysore, obviously occupied by Bijapur
. o ,
newly-founded kingdo 2

¢ i i (<] eneral

i ing. The empire
began to be more active and disconcerting
movements bega

i i chiefs
. its own struggle for existence, the. distant

being involved 18 * Sth ir own resources for defending themselves

pon the

his gave an opportunity.at once

were thrown u

. th. T
. mies on the nor . . ce. It was

against th:. enewhich would lead on ultimately to independen

for distinction, ,

1 0 naian History vol. v p]). 164 ff.
E:x 90 aﬂ(l 94 .,Ou’"al f 1 d » I
tracts 86, )

’ /
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about this period that the chiefship of Ikkéri, Keladi or Bednore was

comning into prominence. The Channapatna viceroyalty was the first
" to suffer by the Bijdpur invasions. Invaders from Bijdpur seem-to
have begun their attacks on the territories under the Government of
Bednore. Gradually absorbing the territory that constituted afterwﬂrd.s
the Nawabship of Sira, they marched southwards against the terri-
tory dependent upon Channapatna and Bangalore, and they were ab}e
to overthrow that bysa series of invasions first under Ranadulldh Khaﬂ.
and then under Mustafa Khan, the general-agents of Bijapur., The
Bijipur armies were able to march farther south-east to the end ot
Biramahil apg Salem districts, which constituted a part of the
government of the viceroy at Channapatna and advanced from thefe
fato the province of Gingee, destined to play a very important part in
the history of the Mahrattas. Thig process took a considerable

number of years and was not complete before a.p, 1649, when éinzee
actually fell into the hands of the invaders.

. In the meanwhile, Golkon
stimulus through the genius of

borne in mind ip any dij
+individual Provincial gove
Of States like Bijapur,

scussion of the etiviti

€8 of any of these
™mors, or of even the i

Rima wag succeeded

nterloping activities

.
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. : 33, and
The kingdom'of Ahmadnagar passed out of exls_t?n.c enlzfA:;nlxidﬂag ar
just three or four years later, the war fo-r the dWlSIOC ltans of Bijapur
spoils between the Mugilals on the one side and thehzozl efinitive treaty
and the Mahrattas on the other came to an end by t eror Shah Jahin.
entered into between the parties anjang.ed b.y ?he e:f] upon the powers
It was this treaty and the specific obligations it impo ts of the Mughals,
concerned that set Bijdpur free from the entanglemign as not directly
as it did Golkonda to some extent, though Golkgns}?“:v'i the Mahratta
concerned. It was after this arrangement that d i:; lsJerViCe with the
cast in his lot with the state of Bijapur a.nd z::fe r;anadulléh Khan and
ir%ﬂuex.)tia] s1‘1pport Ofrt:::nz omsmhzzﬁ’e: ‘;Ztiy into Bijpur serv.ice wai
? 1; Chleg aC:VlZ:: liv:r;idiately by Bijapur activities in the territory o
ollowed alm

ospect of the history of Mysore is required, The ;ta;:;:
short retlospe.C being with the capture of Sru'z.mgapatam y Raj
Mysore cat?ae " 121:5 The possession of Sriraf:g.apiltan:f wai
chdeyar " ;.Dt'er iss1.1ed by the emperor Venkatapati Riya ;u;t aa
ratfﬁed by & ;:.sar osition at Penugondé was actively threfltel;e then
a‘txme when b dP ttack. Whether there was any connection be -
i gorous Golkonda & r no, Venkatapati Raya accex?ted the acc.o;npto
the one and the other o o, deyar to rule the territory tha.t hither
shed fact and allowed Réja Wodeyar to r. A.D. 1612, This charge
was under the viceroy at Sriraﬁgal:ata:ols:ibl;r three, viz.,—~(1) that
compriseAd ?t feast twi(:s:l? .V:::;ﬂz;? .:}’m territory with its headqua;:,r:
tnder Snrangapata: h hap;)ened to be under a governor, Jag.a 0 of
R napatah w]llc extended the little province by the ac.cessm.mr
b who Erid“a )lrzﬁl dfstricts of Salem. On the nortfl, this ftei'lr{lk ériy
oo sovcalled Bafa:l . in the arba ruled over by the Nayak ik" . ami
seems to ha:ve " enetty chieftains and Poligars between I ertl i
not te me.ntxon thSeApaﬁgapatam' But Réja Wodey':lr’s claims :ake
:1116 fr°°t‘er50t° fack::wledged without question. 1 He l:a;ast ::Le :'mila:

ese were n A . and unless
actual ?ossession ‘;f rss 1:;::2;: Zzé::;d’not well establish his ti,ﬂjf hB;;
Riny v of the Ot' e'mem that he was, was not able to ac.comp l; o
Rija W.o deyfx ¥ a-lcn-ve time. It was left to his successor, his gran fsthe,
21 o thmz;x’n : l:a:;ﬂ:)-ylmen'ne, to achieve gradually the conquest o
hamarija Wode

A
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territory immediately adjoining his own, that is, the' Channapatna
viceroyalty without the Biramahéls, and having acquired this, he made
an attempt uponghe territory of Ikkéri. But Ikkéri was able to defend
herself so long as the northern frontier was safe. Chamarija was not
able to accomplish much in that direction before he died. What he
failed to do, his successor tried to effect. In order to divert the
attention of his Ikkéri contemporary he brought about a Bijapur
invasion, from which he had himself to suffer. Among the petty
Poligars that surrounded the territory of Ikkéri was one ruler by name
Kengé Hanuma of Basavapattana. This general and other disconten-
ted Poligars in the neighbourhood were set up against Virabadra
Nayaka of Ikkéri by Kanthiravanarasa. Virabhadra quelled the
rebellion and dispossessed Kengé Hanuma, referred to in Persian
authorities as Kengé Néyaka, of his own Pilayam. The latter went
to Bijipur to solicit the aid of the Pidshdh there. He found there
another Poligag, Channaya of Nigamangala, similarly dispossessed by
Chamardja Wodeyar himself. The one invitation and the other
prevailed against such doubts as the Bijapur court entertained as to
the wisdom of this intervention, as about this time, A. p. 1638-39, the
definitive treaty dictated by Shah Jahin had established peace on the
northern frontiers of Bijdpur. The invitation was accepted, and the
first invasion of Mysore was undertaken, The commander-in-chief of
Bijipur, Ranadulldh Khin, was despatched at the head of 40,000 men
for the purpose of reinstating Kengé Hanuma. Having succeeded
easily in doing this, the Bijdpur army marched onward, taking posses-
sion of the three provinces of Ikkeéri, Sira and Bangalore, the last
being under the viceroyalty of the great Jagadéva Rayal, lately
conquered by the rulers of Mysore. Having succeeded in taking
possession of these, as it is claimed, the arm¥ laid siege to Mysore and
Srirangapatam simultaneously. The sitge was prosecuted with great
vigour, but the defence was equally vigorous. Ultimately the whole
campaign ended in a treaty, which left the Mysore ruler all the
rerritory south of ‘the Kavéri, that on the north of the river being taken
over by Bijipur ; that is, Mysore lost her new conquests in the province
of Jagadéva Rayal. This invasion is said to have taken place in the
year of Kanthiravanarasa's accession, that is A, D. 1638-39. Though
Kanthiravanarasa agreed to the humiliating treaty in his distress, he
seems never to have thought of fulfiiling it, as his subsequent attitude

. 11

would clearly show. Ranadullah Khin, on the contrary, considering
the arrangement satisfactory, left Kengé Hanuma in charge of the
newly-acquired territory and returned to Bijipur. It %asnow theturn
for Virabhadra Niyaka of Ikkéri to appeal to headquarters. He sent
an ambassador to Bijipur and pointed out the unsatisfactory character
of the arrangements and the unreliability of Kengé Hanuma, the
agent left by Ranadulldh Khén. A Commission of which Nigamangala
Channayya was ‘a member was appointed to «conduct an enquiry.
Hanuma was none too ready to facilitate the enquiry, and Kanthirava-
narasa showed as little inclination to act up to the treaty. Kengé
Hanuma managed to get rid of the only member of the Commission
who had knowledge of the locality and was likely to be troublesome.
This management seems to have brought Ranadullih Khan into
flisg race, and another general was gent in his stead. This commander-
In-chief and his successor Mustafa Khin were both alike unable to do
much against Srirangapatam, which had been completely repaired and
put into condition for standing a much longer siege than the previous
One. A subsequent invasion by Abdulldh Khan and Hemaji Pandit did
nothing more than occupy the post of Turuvékere, north-east of the
Mysore district of to-day for a short time. The turn had now come
for Kanthiravanarasa to break out of the boundary by which he was
confined. He marched eastwards, took back the territory of the
Chantniapatna viceroyalty, and entering~the territory of Kongu, he
defeated the guardian of the passes and took possession of Satya-
mangalam, SAmballi, and Bomballi, all on the south and west of the
.Kévéri, thus coming into hostility with the ruler of Madura. He
Incorporated territory to the extent of bringing his frontiers into direct
touch with those of Ikkéri, $ira and Chittaldrug on the north, Coorg
on the west and the Ko?lgu country on the south. This was the
Position during the reign of kanthiravanarasa of Mysore, that is,
thtough the twenty years! A. p. 1639-59, so far as this area is
Concerned.
This period of Kanthiravanarasa’s activity was algxlost coeval with
the rule of Tirumal Niyak, in many respects perhaps the greatest of
the Niyaks of Madura. Tirumal Nayak apparently came, to the

throne about ten years earlier and had borne an influential part in the

* Apcient India, S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar, pp. 292-5.

J
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administration of Madura some years before that. The great civil

war of Vijayanagar consequent on the massacre of the royal family
after the death.»f Venkata I threw all the great Niyaks excepting the
Nayak of Tanjore into opposition to the empire. During the rule, there-
fore, of the emperor Rima and his successor Venkatapati 11 extending

from A.D. 1616 to 1642, the position was one of comparative inactivity
resulting in no harm to the empire, as the two Mussalméan powers i
the neighbourhood were occupied in their own struggles against the
advancing tide of the Mughals. Venkatapati during his life-time
pursued a policy of non-intervention, letting his feudatories fight it out
among themselves, if need be, unmolested from the imperial head-
quarters. This is how we can explain the aggressions of Réja
Wodeyar, and particularly his successor Chamardja Wodeyar against
the province of Channapatna and the Biramahals. Chamaraja advanced
as far east as Hoskote which he besieged, but did not capture. In the
meanwhile, a change seems also to have come over the southern
viceroyalties, namely, those of Gingee, Tanjore and Madura. It will be
remembered that Tanjore remained thoroughly loyal and was primarilY
instrumental in setting up RAmarija on the throne. After the death of
Raghunitha Niyaka and under his successor, Vijayardghava, the sameé
relations seem to have continued substantially, Tanjore and Madura
fighting out their wars between themselves whenever occasion offered.
Throughout the reign of Venkatapati, the administration seems to
have been carried on for him by his brothers-in-law, the Velugoti chiefs
of Kalahasti. Among these two names figure prominently, Damarla
Venkata and Damarla Ayya. It is the administration of the
brothers-in-law, as the Company’s correspondence’ describes their

A\ The Dagh-Register, 164041, p. 185 gives an®account in some detail, which

Sir Wm. Foster describes in the following wards :—
¢+ The name of this Nayak appears to have been Damarla Venkatadra ©OF
Damarla Venkatappa. The Dutch records use the latter form, which seems tbe
more correct ; and they add that he was lord of from twelve to fifteen thousar
soldiers ; his chief gbode, they say, was at ** Wandawas "’ (i.e., Wandiwash, abott
sixty miles south-west of Madras), but he spent most of his time at court, leaving
his brother, Ayappa Nayak, who resided at Poonamallee (thirteen miles west of
Madras), to administer his territories for him. We infer that Damarla VenkatapP®
was the ghief supporter of the then Raja of Chandragiri, who, as the repres,entati"'e
of the ancient dynasty of Vijayanagar, claimed dominion over all the Nayaks o
the south ; and this inference is borne out by an entry in a list compiled at Fo
St. George in 1750 of the old Madras farmans and grants, noted tbe gran

obtained by Day, which is stated to have been given by ‘* Damarla Moodd
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relati in te
ad]l:'iizl::::io:lo'ienkata, tPat seems to have brought Venkatapati’s
have prscuog }121;0 some 11tF1(.e contempt, as the viceroys seemed to
in G Circumstlr own policies 1fnmolested by the Emperor. It is
pan);’ e ZI'ICGS that the chief factors of the East India Com-
s WhiChs c 1ef1 factory at Armagam at the time, obtained a
tho snarters iave. ; em Fort St. C'}eorge and laid the foundations of
hoathaarta tre‘;; ent.:y. The Viceroy Damarla Venkata, with his
very Tane a andiwash, wa.s ruler of a big province with a
dirocted oo, evenu‘e.‘ Hf: remained, however, at headquarters and
administration for the emperor. His province was
actually managed by his brother Ayyappa, who seems to have held
the government of Poonamallee, thirteen miles west of Madras. It
wa? frOt.n these two that was obtained the grant of Fort St. Ge(;rge
1‘:2;:;;; athe ]Co\rznpany’s correspox?dence, is ascribed to the grea;
P chﬂme:';ert : ;nkata. . Naturally, therefore, when king Venkaia
s'r;raﬁga Shou,ld e rothers-’m-law were not anxious thet his nephew
with the o succeed. They seem to have ingratiated themselves
action by oo os'fovernoTs and br.ought about a possibility of united
and aptes 3 ; ition to this succession. Venkata died in October, 1642,
N elay (,)f about a month or two, Sriranga succeeded to the
e. The discontent among the viceroys in regard to this

Veuka : .
50resai:1a§2v(su-) Na{Ck, son of Damarla Chenama Naick, the Grand Vizier of the
(Treatizs vzx;elg? (ie. the (?handragiri Raja) nd Lord General of Carnatica
groat inﬂ,uen . vl).. .. I'f is clear that Damarla Venkatappa was a person of
intimidate ancg WE: o either the Dutch nor the Fortuguese could hope to
sememem:' se support would be of great value to the proposed English
*In .
N ayak,:d‘;‘;? volume (Zhe Dagh-Register, 164344, p. 244) the yearly value of the
the 164147 vollct is put at about 6,0_0,000 pardaos. Ayappa Nayak is described in
“ King of Car‘;‘;lgc:f ,t’l'{e sal:; s;nes (pp. 272, 289}, as brother-in-law of the then
h , ie.t aja Venkatapati.’ .
E"fl“f;hﬁ‘aclories in India, 1637-41];. patl.” (See note 2, p. xxxvil, The
rm agonei(tloi(f:onda army had overrun part of his territory, and the rest (including
1y the Gefor elf) had been 9ccupied by a neighbouring Nayak, to whom apparent-
King of Viice of the frontier had been entrusted by his uncle, Venkatapati, the
short dela; Jayanagar. At the beginning of October the King died, and af,ter a
many of t}l:e tohtl; nt;l;hew was elevated to the throne as Sri Ranga Rayalu, though
deal of trouble_?r ayaks were opposed to his succession, and gave him a great
‘Th i .
Posseste lj.ra:que of Arn?agon is absolutely beaten out of all his countrs, it being
Ray alwaf Tll)1y the King of Golquondah[s] people and the major part by '
the warr ;lt . f Moors have encamped themselves, or rather seated themselves for
and Ra)’;la Place called Cowle Geldancke, the chiefest place in all that country;
war hath a strong garrison Vinquatagery and Armagon. Indeed, wee

k]
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succession showed itself immediately. The reason seems to have been
that Sriranga spmehow already showed himse}f to be a man who dis-
approved strongly of the policy of the roi fainéant, his predecessol,
and wanted to pursue a more vigorous policy by bringing about the
active union of all the provinces of the empire under the lead of the
emperor himself.! This was not exactly a mere personal predilec-
tion ot the emperor. The circumstances of 1642 actually demanded
the pursuit of a mere vigorous policy than that of the scoreé of
years previous. The definitive treaty between the Muhammadan
states of the Dekhan and the Mughals set free the states of
Bijapur and Golkonda on the northern side, and their intervention
was sought no doubt against the Naiyak of Ikkéri by Kanthirava:
narasa of Mysore. Bijdpur showed itself quite ready to intervene
in the affairs of the south. Either about that time or a little
later, it seems to have been more or less as a direct result of the
accession of $riranga, that Tirumal Niyak made a similar appeal to
Golkonda for intervention. Tirumal Niyak’s policy must have been
directed by the movements of Mysore which, under Chamaréja, the
predecessor of Kanthirava, had, as already stated, ‘been active in the
direction of Channapatna. The next advance of Mysore would be into
the Kongu, directly menacing the northern frontier of Madura.
Whether this led Tirumala to bring about the invasion of Mysore s008
after the succession of Kaathiravanarasa does not appear clear in
our authorities. But that he pursued the policy of his predecessor
namely, of hostility towards the empire, and sought the intervention
of Golkonda soon after the accession of Sriranga is fairly on records
Tirumal Niyak’s effort to bring about the alliance of Gingee, Tanjore
and Madura, failed through Tanjore betrayi%g the secret to the empire
and Tirumala turned for assistance to (;{olkonda, and contrjved that an
attack should be made therefrom upon Vellore.z It was probably

are of opinion that the Moores will have all this country ere many years ; for what
with the Kinge of Vigapore |BijApur] on one side and the Kinge of Gonquondal
an the other, the Gentues themselves being divided among themselves, it is even
impossible their country cann continue.’

0. C. 1792 contains substantially the same information in a slightly different
version. See note 2onp. 4. (See The English Factories in India, 1642-45,
p. xxviii and p. 44 respectively.) .

1 See paper on Sri-Ranga by R. Satyanatha Aiyar, Proceedings of the Thir d
Oridental Conference, Madras, pp. 365-75.

® See The Niyaks of Madura, by R. Satyanatha Aiyar, pp. 126-35,
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dur-mg this attack that Sivappa Nayaka marched from Ikkéri to the
a:“sSlStanch of the emperor and caused the Golconda army to raise the
Slege. It was then that Sriranga realized that he mstst somehow or
Othe.r instil into the southern feudatories & policy of loyalty to the
efnpl're. The accession of Sriranga naturally brought about the
dismissal of the most powerful of the two brothers, Ddmarla Venkata,
from his position of authority. DAmarla Venkata, as early as
Pe?ember 1642* hardly two months after the sugcession of Sriranga,
Intrigued with Golkonda and was put under arrest by Sriranga’s
orders; but his powerful brother Ayyappa brought pressure to bear
from both the northern and southern provinces in 1643, and the
Company’s records mention that Venkata was likely to be released on
aCcount of this pressure.? It was then that Sriranga sought the

1«

cat ’I;’e.Warrs'and ‘broyls increasing in this country, and now (by reason of our
bulwarl, ilfques 1mprlsonmer§t (*) drawing nere to us, wee latelie raised a third
Advice ehauturfe ; and Wantlflg" gunns to mount thereon, have re.solved that the
enemiekin b spare us foure minion for that purpose, because therd is noe da.mger of
plyed. er way to Bantam, and when shee comes there shee may be againe sup-

2 ¢ .
as férlcft}t]hl-s cannot _bfe supplied, the surplus should be ret'urned in gold ; for
i broilu er commoc'lltles, they will not of (f) of our hax}des, this countrie being all
Whose o » the' 01~d Kinge of Karnatt being dead, Soeis the Naique of Armagon,
all H-k g f;lungne is all i}: the handes of the Moores, and (sic) Yvhoe will ere long by
reSpect)f' ood bee maisters of all this countrie : for our Naique, not findeing the
bt e hrom the ne'w Kin'ge as he expected, did make profer to assist the Moores ;
by the Kie could bringe his treason about, * twa%.discoverd' d(and) he apprehended
will be fo;lg,;, who hath seaz’d greate parte of his countrie. But wee beleve hee
brother an; k_suddainely to restore it againe and relaease him, for our Naiques
the Moores indsmen arf: levying an armie for his rescue ; whoe, with the helpe of
will § on _the o'ther side (Whoe are within halfe a dayesi a journey of each other
orce his libertie or ruine the whole kingdome.’
(The English Factories in India, 164245, p. 80.)
of th(i_niefrzm Pull.icat abo'ut a moneth since a piscash was sent by the hand
estimated tlfcbamt Moileya (ali@s Chinana Chitty) unto the present King of Karnatt,
Wise been 0 be WOTt.h 4,090 (pago@a,;). The.Portugauqu from St. Thoma have like-
former fOrWI]tlh theire plsca§h with the Kinge; but it comes far shorte of the
what i:ex all that they carried cqold not a.mount to full .200 pa(godas). Some-
oyled o atr:eclted from us ; but uptll our Naique and the Kinge bee eyther recon-
Wee have * solutely OuFed, wee intend to stand uppon our guard and keepe what
ave’ (The English Factories in India, 1642-1645, p. 81.)

the:e;lD:mzrla Venkatappa had been detected in intrigues with Golconda and had
the exci I;_ ten imprisoned by the new King and‘ depriyed of all his territory, with
Dagt p l?n of Punamallee and the surrounding distriets (see p. 80); also 74e

8h-Registery 164344, p. 244 (The English Faclories in India, 164245, p. 70).
2447029(:}11115 garticulars. of the advance of the Golconda invaders will be found at p.
relu € agh-Reglster for 1643-44. ‘They had just occupied Venkatagiri. The

ase and reinstatement of Damarla are mentioned on p. 259 of the same volume,

Gr
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Bijipur

assistance, probably of Mysore, but certainly of Bijaput.
odas

agreed and marched to his relief for a consideration of 1,50,000 pag

- and twenty-fourelephants.?
1t was about this time that the Company made the first move
to get from Sriranga a confirmation of their charters, after this
initial success against Golkonda and the machinations of Da

Venkata.?

Sriranga found the time to undertake active operations
the rebel vassals of the south. There is a note in a lette
the Company’s servants, dated October 1645, that Sriranga had

marla’

against
t of

* ¢ This countrey hath byn, and still is at present, all in broyles, one Nagu®

against another, and most against the King ; which makes all trade at 2 stand.
But the King, by means of the King of Vizapore, whoe for 15 lacke of pagothaes
and 24 elephants hath sente some thousands of horse for his assistance, is like to
have the better.'—( 7ke English Factories in India, 1642-45, pp. 115-6.)

* ¢ The wars in these parts made them glad to entertain some of these men as
soldiers; *for the Moores but five weekes past had advanced with there armes
within three myles of Pullicatt, and sent unto the Dutch Governor to surrender up
these castle; and we did suddenly expect the same. But shortly after the Je.n-
tues came down with a greate power, gave the Moores battle, rowted there a}‘mle
and put the Moores to flight beyond Armagon* where they are now agathering 2
head againe ;

* The Dutch Gevernor of Pulicat, writing to Batavia some months later, repot*
ted that on reaching that fortress from Masulipatam on July 15 (N.S.), he foun p
that the forces of the King of Goconda, under ‘ Casy Aly’ (? Kasim Ali), ha

subdued the whole of the neighbouring towns without opposition and weré
demanding the submission of Pulicat itself, promising at the same time that the
p an

Dutch should retain all their privileges. Of this demand no notice was taken
the invaders, finding the fortress amply equipped, contended themselves Wltl} a
demonstration at a safe distance. 'The Nayak of Gingi, who was then in rebelhOﬂ-
against Sriranga, advanced with the intention of joining the Golconda army
whereupon the King recalled Kistappa Nayak, who was operating against the
Gingi chief, and restored Chinnana to favour. Kistappa fell unexpectedly o0 the
Moors and completely routed them, killing thefr commander and several other men
of importance, (Hague Transcripls, series i, vol, xiv.,, No. 431; The Dagh
Register, 164445, p. 325, September 8, 1644.) °
* Nay, such a storme is prepareing for us that tis to bee feared will even whorle
us from this coast. ®ur neighbours the Dutch have bine longe a projecting ag
now they have wrought it that Mollay, their merchant, is like to bee as powerfu
with this King as the Serkayle is att Gulcundah ; and, toingratiate him thoroughly
into his favour, they bave assisted Mollay with men and guns for the subdueing ©
castles of sur Nague for the king, or rather their owne use ; by which means our
Nague is cashered and hee substituted, and is allso made his Tremsurer and dus
even in a manner command all.’ _
(The English Faclories in India, 164245, pp. 193-4 and note, September 8,
1644 ; also Jbid., p. 154.)
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f)u.ght the enemies under control and had restored himself to his
Original *position.! .

It was then that Greenhill’s mission went to Vellde and obtained

: charter for the grant of Fort St. George. Mir Jumla nominally in
ehalf of Golkonda, was not likely to take his defeat quietly, We

1
never \‘:;e: hétlzlg bin Oftet-l tymes‘ sollicited by this Kinge to give him a vissitt, which
is now Sev:’: Ofne to him or his Predecessours since our first arivall heere, which
wee may suddygales allmost ; .soc?, if w'ee any longer deny his reasonable request,
8bout gu. an amely expect his just displeasure and peradventure have a seidge
which ar,e ) ;);r neighbours th.e Hollanders of one syde and Portugalls of the other,
twenty for eldome free, notwithstanding their great power and defenc, who hath
can you o one more then wee ; soe that, if the like should- happen unto us, what
Kinge poweEeCthOf 50 well a<n'd sicke men to defend your estate and fort against the
Qate not stir' when one .of,‘hls merchants hath queld the Hollanders soe, that they
And now thr O;I{t' of th(':ll‘ fort or putt their‘feete ashoare in this kings dominion ?
cheife Counc:u ing himselfe hath taker_: it to hart, in the behalfe of Mollay, his
the event the effn .tO CO.m{nence warrs against .the Hollanders. Tyme will produce
this Kings eoreot ; for it is growne to' that helght.that the Hollander must leave
Rothing moreutn I;Y. or Mollay: fall 1r§t<_) utter distruction. So® that wee have
and groat o o rus't unto then our civil comportment and respect to the Kinge
and at presenis, W.hlch hath hetherto ‘prevayled before the Hollanders potencie ;
trade of this kj arg in Sl.wh esteeme with the King and great ones that the whole
pany, And fomtgh ome is proffered unto the Honourable English East India Com-
resolved withi r h.e mayntenance of the same and the Kings favour, wee are . . . .
English so;ﬂdint ;s fexy dayeg-to send upp Mr. Henry Greenhill, with foure other
unto Mr. Co efsb or his attendance, for the reconfirmation of what was graunted
but now. the ig_ﬂ y the Great Nggue, under whose protection formerly wee liv’d,
power ahd roltnge' hafh taken his power and this cuntry from him ; soe that his
nity, wee dP ection is of noe longer vallue. Moe now findeing a fitting oppertu-

f oubt not but to have our old p2iviledges reconfirm’d, with the addition

“ofa . R
.greaﬁ?zt many more, by this now reigneing King, which hath brought all his
Tds unto his comand, which hath not bin this 40 yeares before. This by

thlilzllzzb] :SSI:tance wee mgke noe question to obtayne. And another reason for
Governur gt of le' Greenhill to the King is because that our powerfull friends the
heighway rcl.; b: Pullecatt woul.d make us beleive that Mollay is a villiane and a
Mollay hatho S llr and that we§, in receiveing those goods of our merchants which
those éOOdS s (z en and s.ould 0 them, are as bad as hee, and therefore will take
given their cgu of' our shipps whex"esoever they meete them, and to this effect hath
they meats 1:hmmx;s.xons' to all their commanders to search out shipps wheresoever
merchants h tf;nf t I;nkemg thus to buncke us out of 400 bales of goods wnich our
disapoint ou: S in Fort St: George a'.nd at our washers in possession ; soe should we
goods wes e, urratt President of his Mocho shipps ladeinge 3f goods (and better
approbatio BOW hee cannot have for that place). Therefore, untill wee have his
just cause ti' wee are resolved to our power to maynetayne our merchants in that
Vour yoar at wee well knc?w they arein, ‘in regard wee finde they doe truely indea-
they have Pfofﬁtt and their owne credditts ; and for these goods, wee Well know
fore, bes paidsto the uttermost vallue of them, and soe must wee likewise. There-
gooés Wezu;e the Hollanders s'hall not say that wee are the receivers of stollen
boses ’h o oe send M:: Greenhill and four other English men unto the Kinge, to

ch his hapd and signett to testifie to the whole world that Mollay is noe

v
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find him working with Bijdpur as against &riranga. He also made
proposals to Kanthirava Narasa of Mysore for. assistance. We find 2
ed by

record again, 8ated January 1646, that Sriranga was attack
Golkonda and Bijdpur.”

menced against the Hollanders is py His

villiane nor theife, and what warr is com ] the
aken from his subjects belonging 10

Majesties command, as well as the goods t .
Hollanders, sould by his officers with the same command. Soe that when we
have this from the King® under his owne hand and signett, and that by his owne
hand is delivered when wee shall have sent the coppie tnereof to the Govemf",jr o
Pullecatt, hee will no longer threaten us for the receiveinge of stollen goods

The King of Vijayanager at * Arlour’ to the Agent at Fort St. George: Sep-
tember 25, 1645 (O. C. 1948)

+ Zree Seringo Raylo, King of Kings, a God in his kingdome,
ble, etc., unto the Captain of the English, these. The Hollanders, whoDave thelr
residence in Pallacatt, not valuinge my letters, hath constrained meeto commence
awarre against them, the charge whereof is committed unto Chenana Chetty
[Malaya : see p. 50], whom you are to assist therein with artillery, powder, Sl_wtt’
fireworks ; and in soe doing you shall pleasure us. Whatever goods appertain®
unto the; Hollanders in:my kingdome 1 accompt it as my peculiar and proper weslt
which, being all come to Madraspatam, wee will that you buy and pay monies f0F
the same, proceeding therein as Chenana Chety and Seradra shall prescribe, not
failing at all in its performance. And whereas I am given to understand by
Chenana Chety that you intend to send upp a man of quality unto us (I) am very
well pleased, for that you have allwaies esteemed my ordinances ; and as Chenan?
Chety will advize, soe shall you bee sure to receive content ; nor bee you induced
to beleive the contrary, but confide upon our word and along with him ; for whose
sectire repayre unto our court this our firman shall suffice. As for the other mat’
ters, Chinana Chety will advise you.’ .

‘Then comes a long silence, But from the Dutch records we learn that srl
Ranga, after suffering a severe defeat under the walls of Vellore, was forced £0 pay
a heavy indemnity to the leader of the Bijapur army, and that the Nayake:
sobered by the successes of the Muhammadans, returned to their allegiance an
promised to assist the King in maintaining the independeunce of his country.’

The (English Factories in India, 164245, pp. 289-91 October 1, 1645, and
p. 285, Stri Ranga’s letter; also p. xxv, Volume for 1646-50 of the sam® series-

1+ How the warres stand betwixt the King and Yinagar [Vijayanagar] and the
Hollanders.! ‘Ever since the seige of Pullacatt, which was begune the 12th
August last, the King hath bine in warres witlthe King of Vizapore [Bijapur] and
in clvell wares with three of his great Nagues ; soe that he to this tyme never ha
opportunitie to send a considerable foorse aginst Pullacatt, more thef: 4,000
souldiers that lay before it to stopp the wayes that no goods should goe in 0T out.
And now 'tbe Kingeof Gulcondak hath sent his generall, Meir Gumlack [Mft
Jumla], with  great armie to appose this King ; who is advance [d] to the J entues
cuntry, where the King hath sent Mallay, who hath got togeather 50,000 gouldiers
(as reporte saith), whereof 3,000 souldiers he sent for from Pullacatt' to keep€ the
Mot'es frofh intrenching upon this Kings country.’ !

No. 2;;":5 a;h;’m”“gw Transcripts at the Indla Office (Sedtes i, vol. X*

eresting diary kept at Pulicat at this time. According to this the

three rebellious Nayaks were those of Tanjore, Mad ¢ Sinsi s i?]s
who inflicted a severe defeat on the ro fore, Madura, and * Sinsier [GI0€ ¢

yal forces in December, 1645, It also S8¥%

in armes invincl
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giriftwv;llz:hthén t::;t Mir .Jumla was able to take possession of Udaya-

the succesqo:veils e cetplta.l of the eastern viceroyalty from Mallaiya,
sor in command in these parts of Dadmarla ¥enkata.?

Cha:‘gh: osfu:‘;:xier dof Udayagiri threw Mallaiya into disgrace and the

Golkondy s BaAn in the faf:e o.f the enemy gave them the advantage.

Sﬁraﬁga y 123apurA now laid siege to Vellore together and defeated

aya.? Mir Jumla, in consequence, conguered all the

districts a ithi
nd was within two days’ march of ¥ i
Ginjee, y of Madras on his way to

that i
o s;it:s&ﬁ::]s:'l had sent a mission to court with a present of about 1,000 pardaos
buy the g,oods tlnli;-glasseS, etc,, and had promised at the King’s request to
Hon of toar " a ten from the Du.tch. In return they had asked for the confirma-

o evzou{ gawl and this had been granted.’ .
his Nag::su:trey is at. present full of warrs and troubles, for the King and three
country op. o, re at.varlence, anc? the King of Vizapoores armie is come into this
this King, Thor;; silde and tht'z King of Gulcondah uppon the other, both against
allreadis takeneth eir Jumlah 1's Generall for the King of Gulcondah, whoe hath
the strong s " ree. of t.he %{mgs castles, whereof one of them is reported to bee
short tymge - ouiid in tl}xs kinkdome ; where Molay was sent to keepe it, but in a
and ap eonin ered it unto the Meir Jumlah, uppon composition for himselfe
shall advisep 5 p; to goe away free. ; but how hee will be received by the King we

n o };)*:t Zthe next, for this newes came unto us but yesterday.’
(Udayagiri . 1‘; qocux'nent. already quoted this fort is called ‘* Qudegiere’’
alwaye knowt; . s sfxtuatxou is not know}l. (1tis Udayagiri in the Nellore Dt.,
the Basters Vicn‘e of the strongest of Vijayanagar Forts and the stronghold at
Distriot § eroyalty.) It could hardly be the place of that name in Nellore

B I,)azsthls would be too far north.’

- P 25, January 21, 1646, and note 1; p. %

T”: 'E;A’lislz Factories in Indi:z, 1646~50). iP “0 febroary 10, 1010 and note %
§r?raﬁg:e2f::mes a ‘long silence, but from the Dutch records we learn that
pay a he;v inx(‘1 suﬁérmg a severe defeat under the walls of Vellore, was forced to
Soberes byyth emnity to the leader of the Bijipur army, and that the NAyaks,
promied 1y as: Stuicess?s of. the I\IJuh'ar?lmadans, returned to their allegiance, and
siege of Pu“catls the Klt.lg' in maintaining the independence of his country. The
lease of frn s ceased x.vttk') the fall of Malaya from power; and in May a fresh

The 19wn and d_xstx:xct was o tained from Sri Ranga.’

s nglish Faclories in India 1646-50, p. xxv.
thinke"tha:r:l::es alhll(il) famm%ne doth still furiously rage in these parts, and wee
Auna Bopp s It;: va e a period sett unto the former before the latter ; for the
Thome, setiiy eg Jumliah hat'h taken the government of‘ Pullicatte and St
dayes ;narmhgeft e couqtry all in order as hee goeth along, and isgnow within tw<;
famming. p, of the Kings court and noe body commeth to oppose him, the
there hat, dvn:lge almost destroyed all the kingdome ; for out of our little towne
rene h dyed noe less t'han 3,000 people since September last ; in Pyllicatte as

port saith, 1§,000 ; and in St. Thome no less.

The English Factories in India, 1646-50 (January), p. 70.

of

* * Al-Nawab.
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btained 3
There is a note in October 1647 that the Compa:l Y 1(:1“ had fled
renewal of the grant from Mir Jumla and that the Raya

the country.! 6 imself bY
Mir Jumla marched upon Gingee, having strengthened him Lapus
an alliance with Bijipur. In front of the walls of Gingee, the Blillowe
contingent went over to the side of Golkonda, and Golkonda 2 umed
the Bijipur troops to occupy Gingee. The Bijdpur army 8% then
possession of Gingee and Tegnapatam near Cuddalore. .I.t wastena-
that the Raja of Karnatak, that is, Sriranga, found his poSlt“:n .
ble and fled to Mysore, which was then at war with Bijapur.

. -
jals of €ig"
!¢ Wee had almost forgotten to advise you that the 16,000 tri

e
- President Baker left us indebted at the coast at his goinge to Ba?tﬂ;‘i: lfisngdom°
by the King of Gulcondah(s) Generall, who hath almost conquer d s 16,000 ria
and reigneth as King under the title of Annabob (see p. 70). fl‘h > éd at
hee lent us for one twelve months gratis; which debt wee deCharg im
arrivall of the Fgrewell: So, in requitall of the Annabobs curtezi€, ° :
one of the two brass guns you sent out by the Mary, which hee WO 1d not have
denled of, whither hee had lent us this money or no ; otherwise he W; ?entue ing
confirmed onr old privilidges formerlye graunted us by the now fled t hee
So upon the deliveringe of this gunn hee gave it us here under his .
received the gunn in full and contentable sattistaction for the loan °d ne,ver eré”
of eight to the Company the whole space of one twelve month, a“'d ander the
after would desire any thing elce for the same ; and withall cor.\ﬁrmel ey
King of Gulcondah(s) great seale all our former privilidges in ampi® this means
it was graunteed unto us by the aforesaid fledd Jentue King. s°e,bk):. ng to0 8%°
the gun hath saved you thres tymes the vallue of it, by accomplisii g
acts at once.’ 5 ere dimcult
A letter he carried declared that food was dear and cotton goods “;e Grolconda
to obtain, as the country was being harried by fresh incursions of t

. L. were ¢
and Bijdpur armies, with the result that Porto Novo and Pondichert! .goods

i jece
manner ruin’d,’ while Tegnapatam, the other chief centre of the .pconﬁ“ueau
trade in that region, had to buy immunity from a like fate by
presents.’ and 8180

(The English Factories in India, 1646-50, pp 166-7, October 9, 1647,
Letter by Zoy to Bantam same vol. p. xxx August 19, 1648.) der T

* ¢ On the eastern side of India, at the beginning of the period uf adan
the Carnatic was still being harassed by the incursions of its Muhamm fﬁ i
and by their constant dissensions and conflicts. The forces of the King ©
had conquered the,whole of the district centring in the famous fortreszovemor H
including thegeaboard round Tegnapatam, of which Malaya was made 1) a 8F ¢
and the Dutch promptly took advantage of this to obtain (August, 16,5 vol. xvils
of trade at that and the neighbouring ports (Hague Trunscripls, series l;md taked
No. 8§32 p vol, xviil, No. 539). The unhappy Raja of the Carnatic' o1, xvil
refuge with the Nayak of Mysore, who was at war with BiiaP““(lb'd' persl of
No. 518). Meanwhile, to the northwards, the Nawab Mir Jumla, 88 ge
the Golconda forces, was busy consolidating his position.’

(The English Fuctories in India, 1651-54, pp. xxiv-xxv.)

evieW:
foes
japut
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It was abdut this time that the activities of Mir Jumla brought him
into hostilities with Bijapur, and war broke out soon after the fall of
Ginzee, possibly in the‘ year 1651.1 ?

The contest between the two lasted for some time and ultimately

. Mir Jumla was able to enter into a treaty with Bijdpur, paying six

hundred thousand pagodas for the retention of his conquests made in
the territories of Sriranga.®

The war was apparently waged for the division of the spoil.
Bijap“r» in her turn, now became very active, marched across and
captured Penukonda and wanted permission to garch on to Gingee
through the territory belonging to Mir Jumla. Mir Jumla declined to
frant them free passage through his territory and sought the assistance

4 of Mysore, and made direct overtures to the emperor Sriranga. This
"Yas in 1652, The Bijapur army marched up to Vellore, took posses-
Slon of it, and left the emperor withChandragiri for his capital and a few

districts dependent thereon. This was soon after Majch A.p. 1653.°
wh:, " Warrs being commenced betweens the Moors of Gulcond'ah and le:tpox;el;
°the; h&\{eing shared this afflicted kingdome, are now ban.dymg agains! eaer-
tunj » Whilst the poore J entue, hopeing their mutuall destruction, watche.skop!p :
hay t!;)-to breake of his present miserable yoke, In the interim many bic ;r ;gb
Wit: 2 Withla two aies journey of this place, and tis reported that th'e ahze
retir '8 whole armey ig besieged among the hills of Gulcondah, whxth;r e
co °d for the more safty, by the Vizaporias; which hath soe distracte bis

Antry that wee could not adventure your monies abroad without to much Hazard.

5?’" English Factories in India, 1651-54, Pe 89, January 14, 1652 iy
the v; ave already advised the troubles, * ariseing from the quarrell bet:v::he
o '2apore and Golcandah Moores ; but lately peace is coneluded betwge  the
Which 188, being bought by the last for 600,000 (some say 900,000) pago tsas ; for
Whe, sume hee ig againe restore’d to possession of his late conquesKi ;1 pfor
thes:eof Bad in thig bickering beene surprized by the Viznpo::eans, Wh;sea o ogbee
lnp W0y months was reported dead, though now resuscitated and s

etter heﬂlth then for diverse passed yeares.)

s The English Factories in’India, 1651-54, p. 111, January 27, 1652.) According
to th ® War in the Carnatic waseontinued as strenuously as ever. t:red ing
im ® Duteh records, the Bijdpur commander-in-chief, having xzasermissmn
to Il:orl:&mt fortress of Pennukonda in March, 1653, thereupon req'ueste pto e
bm.:;,thmugh the districts held by the Golconda troops on his wa;ythe Bi,-apu}
troo 8 Was refused by Mir Jumla, who, alarmed at the 5uccelss o e B
ture: :' ¥as animating the Nayak of Mysore against them ar,ld algo m re%umed
to v 10 the Carnatic Raja. The latter, relying on Mir Jumla s.?)\mml.ses,ut e
""‘ltlte lore and raised a large army, hoping to drive the Bijapuris oof of e
L] tol,;l;y -(Hag“‘ Transcripts, geries i, vol. xix, No. 8§50 (i) ). Tt‘le 1siutqes all e

ija 0 a leiter from Batavia of November 7, 1654 (N.S.), which s1 s:i Sty
withptm general had, after a long siege, captured Vellore and conclude  treaty
the Raja, by which Chandragiri was left to the latter, with the reve s of

o datricts {#6id., No. 551). Meanwhile the Dutch were endeavouring to II
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Soon after followed the attempt of Mir Jumla at i'ndependen.”’
which Abdulldh Qutb Shah had long suspected, His efforts 't brmgf
his powerful li€atenant to heel threw him first into the hands ©
Bijdpur and then into the hands of the Mughal Prince, Aurax.lgze:"
actively operating in behalf of his father in the Dekhan at the time.

he
&g peaceably as possible with both contending powers. This was no.t e”&:‘;lt to
case of Mir Jumla, who (as we have seen) was much irritated by theif I® nd 8l
grant passes to Indian %hips desirous of trading with Ceylon, Achin, &
districts in which the Dutch were striving to establish a monopoly.’
(The Englisk Factorvies in India, 1651-54, p. xxxiil.) .
! * It is interesting to note that the Dutch at this time were negotia!  ling
the Danes for the purchase of Tranquebar, mainly in order to prevent its a agh
into the hands of the Portuguese or the English. The Danes, however, thoO 5
in a somewhat critical position, decided to hold out in hope of relief from Eur 111)ed
though they promised to give the Dutch the first offer, should they be compe
to give up their settlement. ot in
* In September 1654, the HEnglish factors reported a fresh devempmeshah,
the unstable politics of the Coast. The King of Golconda, Abdullah Qutb 4 a0
had long been jealous of the power wielded by his servant, Mir Jumla, a8 cte
open breach had now occurred between them. (p. 290). The latter was suspe "
of an intention of making himself an independent sovereign of the territory heding
conquered in the Carnatic ; but he was well aware of the difficulty of stan 4 to
alone, and after making overtures to the King of Bijapur, he finally succumbehing
the intrigues of Aurangzeb, who, as Viceroy of the Deccan, was eagerly' vvatcf no
for an opportunity to interfere. Mir Jumla agreed to enter the service 0tha.h
Mughal Emperor ; but rumours of his intention so alarmed Abdullah Qutb Jatter
that he sought to win back the friendship of his former minister, and the 10
besitated until the imprisonment of his family at Golconda towards'ﬂ}e e’; the
1655—an act provoked by the huughty behaviour of his son—precipitate 1ts t0
crisis and drove Mir Jumla into the arras of Aurangzeb, with disastrous resu
the Golkonda kingdom.’
" ¢It hath been no small miserye that this poore heathen country hath >
any tyme these ten years almost, since the Moores of Vizapore on one Sl
those of Gulcondah on the other side first made inroads upon it. And now, ]
wee hoped all would have beene put in some good posture of governmetl 'bob
continue still those miseries (or rather to adde a greater burthen to it) our Na nds
is lately up in armes against tfie King of Gulcondal his master, whose comm? the
he slighteth, intending (soe farre as is comceived) to keepe what part of
‘country hee hath conquered to himselfe ; which if hee can accomplish, hee to
‘Soone bee as great a king as his master, and his yearly revenew little inferﬁ?“rthe
it.  What the issue to those things wilbee, the Almighty only knoweth ; 10 les
meane tyme wee that live here amongst them shalbee sure never to want troub:
on every side.’® hath
In the booke (1) of transactions with the Nabob [you wiil] read how hee the
intrenched on our privileges [in Madras]—patam ; which was beguntt by ir
Braminees me[ntioned in Mr.] Bakers tyme, who would take no notice of theep
[actions, but] supported them. ... In the meane tyme weeleastr(ive to kehe
what] wee have, until better tymes. The said Nabob is [in opposition] t° t m
King his master ; nor can wee divine the i[ssue of this un] certaine Waff fro
such varrious reports as pass in ([these parts; but] suppose, if the King

suﬁefed
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Mir Jumia got confirmation of his possession of the Karnitak from

Shah JaHin, and contigued his trading activities in the region up to
July 1656, 2

In November 1656, Sriranga had recovered a good deal and was
laying siege to Pulicat as against Mir Jumla.?

Oremaster him, heele fly to the [Mogull for] shelter, who already begins to take
his part,’
(The English Fuactories in India, 1650-55, p.xxxiv, alsd p. 290, September 18,
165¢; and p. 46, February 4, 1656, #6id. vol. for 1655-60.)
* *The report runs that this King will send an army against Golcundg and
Decan [i.e, Bijapur] in favour of Miere Jimla, lately generall of the King of
Gulc‘ondah[s] forces, who, haveing subdued the large territory of Ram Rajah, (1)
is reporteq now to bee in rebellion, proffering Sha Jehan to doe his best to subject
the whole country of Gulcondah to his more absolute command. If this warr goe
forwards, it may perhaps bee as dangerous to send the saltpeeter by the way of
Brampore [Burhanpur] as Ahmedabad, for if the prince Oran Zaeb have occasion
Or any, noe doubt but hee will stop it, and then it may bee a businesse very
troublesome to gett mony for it.’
STI:: English Factovies in India, 1655~-60, pp. 62-3, Februarys6, 1656.)
‘ This long imprisoned King at last returned to his citty, after (by reporte)
the receipt of good news from the Mogull, who they say keepes the Nobob by
hfm and will not permit him to returne to these countreys againe, and hath given
hln} all the Curnatt [Carnatic] country to his disposall and yeares tribitt free.
This is reported for truth ; whither soe or noe, [I] knowe not. But for certaine
ee [i.e. Mir Jumla] hath lately sent an army of neare 10,000 horse to take
Possession of Curnatt, and at his comeing into the citty had not lesse then 50,000
h?rse’ aud foote, richly acoutred, which are all in pay, that marched before
m,
‘The story regarding the disposal of the Carnatic was, in effect, true.
Abdullah Kutb Shah had done his best o retain that rich province, which had

en conquered on his behalf by the Nawab; but Shah Jahan decided that it must
be treated as Mir Jumla’s jagir, held directly from the Emperor, and the Golconda
Mmonarch was ordered to recall his officers from the province.* As a Madras
letter of July 7, 1656 (written, it is true, before the decision was known there),
Says :

‘ As for this country about us, tis indifferent quiett; continueing yett under
the Nabobg government, whose officers still remaine in theire places of command,
though the army bee much lessned%hy his departure.’

‘In which respect wee have not as yett broake their seales, but deferre their
Obenirty until wee bee better informed to whome they belong, or the countrey
Settled in the Gentue Kings possession, which would not only secure us from
futare trouble but much advance your affaires in these parts, for some good
service wee have done him in assisting Conar Cittee [Koneri Chetfi], his generell
for these quarters ; which business, if the success be sutable to the beginning,
this place will bee better worth your owning then ever. :

‘ Alsoe it was reported that the king of Gulcondah had lett the cbuntrey of
Carnaticum again to the Roylaes; uppon which the Kinge of the Jentues
f&ther—in-law. called Vengum'Rajah, with a partye of souldiers tooke parte of the

* ¢ See Professor Sarkar’s Aurangzib,_ vol. i, p. 245,

2
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According to the Dutch records of January 1657, Koneri _Ch?tt;
who was entrusted with the operations in behalf of 'Su'lrﬂ‘;z,s
betrayed him anpfl made overtures to Tupaki Krishnappa, Mir Jumla

lieutenant.?
countrye, and came to Peddapollium ; ®* which newes when Sidelee heard, not
raising slege nor comeing hither, returned to Pullecat.

¢ And all the conntry hereabouts (Punnamalee castle excepte
the Jentue Kings obedience, who, now, in the nabobs absence, is up ,
the recovering of his kinkdome, and hath already recovered a large part. | their

*Nor are our Dutch neighbours in Pullecatt altogether secure, for al‘ the
strength, should the Gentue King overcome, who yet is able to countearpolz‘zt in
Nabobs party and may happily get the day at last, if the Nabob come nh s
person to conserve his conquest; which is much to bee doubted, thougth .
party report that hee is on the way from Agra as farre ag Brampore V;;‘ the
formidable army ; but tis supposed Vizapore (Bijapur) will take him upi gner,
way. As for Conarcittee, hee rendered himselfe up to the Moores a8 a pris rin
but was received in state by the comanders with more then accustomgd hono:r ops
such cases; which, considered with his alliance, and neere relation to ions
Kistnapa, the Nabobs generall togither with other circumstances, and obser\i'ﬂnt to
in his present deport and continued respect from ditto Kistnapa, are sufficié
ground the generall suspicion of his betraying the kings army.’

(The English Factories in India, 1655-60, pp. 91, 94, 95, 97 and 98.)

1 ¢ And all the country hereabouts (Punnamalee castle excepted)' r
the Jentu King’s obedience, who now, in the Nabobs absence, is up in &
the recovering of his kingdome, and hath already recovered a large part.

* Next from a letter sent by the Madras factors to Bantam, dated, Nove
we learn that— ow 0

 All these countries that were formerly conquered by the Nabob are o with
late (in his absence at the Moghulls court) upon the revolt, the Jentue Kmﬁ:l o
diverse Nagues being in arms ; Some of whose forces are now at the ¢ tghin g
Paleacatt, where tis said most of the Nabobs riches are stowed, Here i8 10

d) rendered t0
in arms fof

endered t0
rmes foF

mber 5)

vee. . 508
but takeing and retakeing of places, with parties of both sides, in all pla;?t' wee
that tis very dangerous glving “out monies for goods in these tymes countrey:

hope ere long ‘twill be settled, especially for us, if the King recovers his 1 and

‘*And finally we have the report made to the .Company by Greenht
Chamber on January 28, 1657,

* The warres in these parts have been an exeeding hinderance to
of your business in this place; and the more through the treachery
whom the Jentue King made his generall®in these parts about 4 the
which castle might have been easily brought in subjection, but hee delayed to
time until the Nabobs party had united their forces and formed a E’o y
overpower him ; whereupon hee basely fledd to this towne with his army- theit

“Nor are our Ditch neighbours in Pullecatt altogether secure, for al.l the
strength, shofld the Gentue King overcome, who yet is able to cmmterl’o‘zeot in
Nabobs party and may happily get the day at last, if the Nabob come n ot
person to conserve his conquest ; which is much to bee doubted, though his gable
report thét hee is on the way from Agra as farre ag Brahmpore with a formi
army ; but tis supposed Vizapore [Bijapur] will take him up by the way <
for Conarcittee, he rendered himselfe up to the Moores as a prisoner, put W

the ptogr‘ess
of ConarcltY'
punnomale®’

* Possibly Peddanaikpetta (a ward of Madras) is meant.
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This latter is said to have inflicted a defeat upon Sriratga in
Septembeér of that year.}

This brought about the siege of Madras in behalf & Mir Jumla.?

received in state by the comanders with more than accustomed honour in such
Cases ; which, considered with his alliance and neere relation to I'opa Kistnapa,
the Nahobs generall, togither with other circumstances and observations in his
Present deport and continued respect from ditto Kistnapa, are sufficient to ground
the generall suspicion of his betraying the king’s army.’ .«

‘A letter from Batavia, written towards the end of January, 1657 (Hague
Transcripts, ser. i, vol, xxi, No. 612), gives some additional particulars. It
says that the Chandragiri Raja with an army of 8,000 men captured the pagoda of
Ti{upati, and then designed the conquest of the districts of Conjeeveram,
Chingleput, ¢ Carmigaelpatam ’, and Pulicat. He wrote secretly to the Dutch
chief at the last-named place, asking him to secure for him the Nawab’s treasure
{which had presumably been hurried thither for safety), or at least to prevent its
being carried away by sea. Reply was made that the Dutch had no jurisdiction
in the town of Pulicat, which was guarded by the Nawab’s troops. The Raja

. then besought the Dutch to remain neutral in the event of his attacking the

Place; but to this they answered that they were under a contract with the Nawab
to assist him in such a case,’

(The English Factories in India, 1655-60, pp. 97, 98 and 99.)"

* ‘Since when the nuse heare touching the Nabobs proceeding in Decan
differs littell from your relationes, only the takeing of Colburge,* reported by
that party, is contradicted ; but tis said he is now at the siege of another strong
place, called Callinarra [Kalyani], where many bloody conflicts hath passed on
both sides, which hath much retarded the expectation of his speedy conquest, and
detained him from succoring his party in these quarters; who were lately so
invironed by the Gentues that they could not have long subsisted, had not the
geanerall, Topa Kitsaapa, an old souldier, layed an ambuscada for a greate party
of the Kings horse that hath bene plundering, and returning confidently (or
rather carelesly) fell thereinto ; where though they lost not 100 men killed, yet
fled so amazedley that thay put all the coxﬁpany in such a feare as most of them
disbanded and fled, leaving the King and [bis ?] adjutant shangee [Shanji] only
with 1000 horse [and] foote ; who stade behind two dayes and then retreated two
miles to Arni, a strong castell on the borders of Chinge [Gingi]; whar thay are
recruiteing the army with the Vizaporians [i.e. Bijapurs’] assistance and intended
er long to be in the field with greater force then before. In the meane time Topa
Kisna strengthens himselfe Ry all possible mengs and Leiknrely [lej
follows them, to see if he can get another advantage before thare
be united. This unexpected defehte was about forty miles f

happeff. especially [as] our cause is soe just.
(The English Factories in India, 165560, pp. 135-6.)

miles north-east of Bijapur. It does not seem to have b
campaign, the®ourse of which has been described on p. 118.)

t Kulbarga or Gulbarga, now in Hyderabad State, about
Borth-east of Bijapur. It does not seem to have been attacked in
the course of which has been described on p. 118.)

k4
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Now that Mir Jumla was in Agra, Golkonda began to’take a strotifl
line to assert its claims to what had become Mjr Jumla’s territory. he
August 1658, timre was fighting between Pupakki Krishnappa and .
Golkonda forces round Poonamallee. Tupakki Krishnappa camé
terms with Fort St. George in order to be free for this.*

In the December of that year, Mir Jumla’s son
demands the restoration of Mir Jumla’s Junk.?

rapa Tapd

@ i}
. r strong
that party, is contradicted ; but tis said he is now at the siege of anothe

place, called Callinara [Kalyani], where many bloody conflicts hath P o, 8D
both sides, which hath much retarded the expectation of his gpeedy Couqtlla;eiy S0
detained him from succoring his party in these quarters; who Were 1 got the
invironed by the Gentues that they could not have long subsisted, hac te party
gennerall, Topa Kitsnapa, an old souidier, layed an ambuscada for & gre&ntl y lof
of the Kings horse that hath bene plundering, and returning conﬁgfued get
rather carelesly) fell thereinto; where though they lost not 100 men " of ;.hem
fled so amazedley that they put all the company in such a feare as m?l:t nji] only
disbanded and fled, leaving the King and [his 7] adjutant Shangee [5 aated two
with 1000 horse [and] foote ; who stade beliind two dayes and tflen retre ey are
miles to Arni, a strong castell.on the borders of Chinge [GingI] ; “{har e o
recruiteing the army with the Vizaporians [i.e. Bijipuris’] asslsta;: meane
intended er long to be in the field with greater force then before. In tLei.kn!'ew
time Topa Kisna strengthens himselfe by all possible menes and fore thare
[leisurely ?] followes them, to see if he can get another advantage be (-)125 from
whole powers be united. This unexpected defeate was about forty mtl'he worst
this place ; which is now so well provided as [we] do not much feare
[that] can happen, espetialy [as] our cause is soe just.’
(The English Factories in India, 1655-60, p. 135-36.)
1+ We for our parts hitherta enjoy all freedome and quiet‘nefsev
noyse of warre and thundering of ordinance are day and night within ©
The castle of Pulomolee, about ten miles off, having revolted to 'th
Gulcondah, is beleagred by Topa Kisna's forces, that formerly besieg
Pulicatt ; to whom it had been rendered ere this time, but that they €XF as yoU
from the Gulcondah forces, which are said to be marching thi; wayes. b':)h many
may easily gusse at the misery these countryes suffer, being covered Wi atly 0
severall armyes, and is very destructive to the trade thereof and coﬂsequgs thirty
our present affaires ; so as we are forced for the mest part to fetch our goo
leagues on each side from this place. ; a-
g‘ (1) From the Dutch records we learn th:u in October Kuli Bfag, Com;n:‘ho
ing the Golconda forces, inflicted a serious defeat on Tupaki Krlsl‘lnﬂ'PI{’ r’ouﬂ
was wounded and taken prisoner. The victor subdued all the distric! i
Madras, and the D%tch at Pulicat found themselves obliged to come tf’ ter;n il
him, while Sgn Thome also submitted (/Hague Trasncripls, ser. i, VOoi:
no. 639). .
(The Englisk Faclories in [ndia, 165560, p. 176.) nding
® + Tgpa Tapa came to this towne with Orange Zebes firmaund, de}n““her o
of Mr. Winter the Nabobs juncke ; which he denying, secondaril&’requ“ed ye
us, as also the Persia[n] comonly called Cajee [Kaji], who Mr. Wintef .conv:eife
to your port, to whome the Nabob, upon hi§ leaveing Carnatt, left him € .
Salaskaree [sar-lashkar, head of the troops] in those parts, on whome is pretes

though the
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In Deceniber 1659, Revington writing from Dandarajapur on the

West Coast refers to Rgstam-i-zamﬁn as a friend of Shihjl and Shivaji,
and among the Umras who declined to recognize Ibrijim <Adil Shah’s
Succession are mentioned Rustam-i-zamin Bahlol Khan, Shihji and
Shivajt, as though all the four of them were Amirs of similar rank.?
" Itis also stated in the course of the letter that Shahijl was expected
to march up from his government extending to Gingee with 17,000
troops in a month and overthrow the government of ‘All ¢Adil Shah
who could put into the field only 10,000.2

very large somes to be in his hands of the Nabobs; of whome, as well as the
juncke, if there be not a surrender made, the Company, as well as their servants,
are like to be sufferers in these parts.

‘(1) Bernier (1670 ed., vol. ii, p. 180} says that Mir Jumla’s son had so much
influence at Masulipatam that ** le tap-tapa, son commis, en est quasi le maistre *’.
He seems thus to use ** Taptapa’’ as a title ; but, as Sir Charles Lyall has pointed
out to me, it is really a personal name, Tapa Tapa, implying descent from the
great-grandson of Ali of that designation. In the Dutch Records at the India
Office (Hague Transcripls, ser. 1, vol. xxiii, No, 651) he is calledl ‘* Miermameth
Hosseyn Taffa Tappa.’”’ ’

(The English Factories in India, 1655-60, p. 187, December 22, 1658.)

1 ¢ The person that is cald King of this country is knowne to bee the bastard
of this Queenes husband,* and she, notwithstanding that, would have the
crowne setled on him ; but some of the Umbrawes of this country, knowing to bee
spuriously begotten, will not give him homadge and refuses to goe to court ; and
these are Rustum Jemah, Bull Ckaune,t Shawgee [Shahji Bhonsla], and
Sevagy; which latter lyes with an army to the no[rth] ward and commands all
alongst the cost from the upper Choul} unto Dabull; against whom the Queene
this yeare sent Abdle Ckaune§ with an army of 10,000 horss and foote; and
because shee knew with that strength hde was not able to resist Sevagy, shee
councelld him to pretend friendshipp with his enemy ; which hee did.’

(The English Faclories in India, 1655-60, pp. 249-50.) .

® ¢ One months tyme more will, wee beleive, put an end to this trouble ; fo:
Sevagyes father, Shawjee, that lyes to the southward, is expected within eight
dayes with his army, consisting of 17,000 men, and then thay intend for,Vizapore
[Bijapur], the King and Quegnes residence, whose streng(t}h consists onely in

* ¢« The question of the legitimaey of Ali Adil Shah 11 is examined by Professor
Jadunath Sarkar at p. 285 of the first volume of his History of Aurangazeb, He
acceptss Grant Duff’s view that the boy was really the son of the late king, and
suggests that his mother was a slave-girl in the harem., Bernier and Tavernier
say that he was simply an adopted son, and Aurangzeb made the same assertion
as an excuse for his invasion of Bijapur. Manucci and Fryer stigmatize him as an
illegitimate son of the Queen herself.’

t*The general Bahlol Khan. Fryer calls him ‘* Bullul Caun’’.” See also

Grant Duff’s History of the Mahraltas, vol. i, p. 256. ®
. Chaul (nwoz’libag, in Kolaba District) is divided into Upper and Lower

Chaul, the latter (also called Revadanda) being the Portuguese settlement,
§ * Afzal Khan. Fryer speaks of him as ‘' Abdul Caun.’”” The name appears to
have been Abdullah, ** Afzal Khan '’ (the pre-eminent lord) being merely a title.’
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I 4 letter, dated October 1661, Shahit is referred t o
ta

gepetal and his having taken Porto Novo from the Englishis 8
in elesir térms.Y g

Shabjl’s imptisonment and the treaty between Shivaji and Bijipuf
are snder referece in a letter dated January 1663.%

at in all probability _the
um Jemah hath pro&r
ostomes, and of asglst

doe d¢
hings wee oy want

men, ané they are ot above 10,000 souldyers; so th

kingdome will bee lost. and if it proves so, all that Rust

#4, of a taneksalf, of remitting you part of the saltpeeter ¢

ing you in taking Danda Rajapore Casfle, which aré three t

to bee instruinentall in, will as certainely bee performed., Wee oft
or snd means, and & good head at Suratt.’

(The Bnglish Factories in India, 1655-60, p. 251.)

3 ¢ If this bee indured by these governours, they will pres
wee have the like complaint to present concerning Xaigee*® (who . fo
that la the Visapore [Bljapur] generall and hath Mr. Revington in curance) ; .
hee oame in July last to Porta Nova and robbed and pillaged the towae whefein
tbe Companies merchants were the greatest loosers, having taken from® 0
ellephants, callicoes, broad cloth, copper, benjamen [benzoin], etc: goodes i
the value of 3,000 pardawes, and are utterly unable to pay the Company the
remaynes in their hands, being about 4,000 pa[godas], unless our maste w
leence us to vindicate them by their shipping at sea, for this Xaigee hatk 70
Porta Nova in possession.’ , to

* 'By the mediation of Shahji Bhonsla (his father), Sivajl had come .
terms with his nomiaal overlord, the King of Bijapur, with the result thaf Bijapuls
smongat other districts, had been recognized as part of his territories.t ure

., *But he told us what was past must be forgotten, and that for the mthia
pever any such thing should happen again, nor should wee ever guffer by
master to the value of a corn of rice looss ; giving in severall reasons for what hi "
happened . . . as, his master thea having warr with tbe King of Deccad (whict
since is ended agd they now oertainly atamity), and therefore he robd his countrey }
a8 allso the great necessity that then were upon bim, occasioned by his Wi o
with two potent Kings and Oren Shaw heving spoiled him of great parts of B t
dominiens, etc., but now his master had no such great necessity depending ? P¥
~ Sithough any such should happen again, yet he now was fully resolved pever
- ;M,to commit the like outrages as formerly, and would give us his inviolable
; m wes should never be any wayes injured againe; shewing us th all 8
. )]

ume further s and

o is father to B

| #4 iabi, the father of Sivak. His dopradations in the Carnatic, nomisaly
_ @t belialf of the King of Bijapur, have been alluded in the preceding volume:
e ;& '-’ doctared that there was now no reasen for ships to ceil #t porto
Mevoysitics 'the towne is wholly destroyéd and the merchants totally rui

Cabaingd)

Bagen; ¥ Visapore King’s Generall,’
. (i:'ffrh Englieh Factories én India, 1661-64, p: 80, October 19, 1661 ; also-P+ 51)
‘;.“ i e Bijapur Government granted alt Shivali's demrands (a.D. 1662). F°
I'o:th .n: ?Mcn of his conquests fronr Kalyan in the nerth to Phonds int the
) rom Dabhol in the west to Indapur in the east, and his comP
InfSpeddence wis acknowledged. Both partis undertook fo defend the othef

. from foreigtt agifresston, And Shivaji tosk & solenth owth mot to molest Bifap®l

Aty Shajl’s Itetime.” (4 2 :
Pasititin, vol.1, p. 175.) (A Hiftory of the Mératha People, by, Kiéwd an

X 29
. In lgtters, dated the 19th and 20th July 1663, Shahji’s position of
fluence with Bijdpur is referred to, Bahlol Khin was summoned to
court, but would net go unless Shabji accompanied hign. There is also
a reference to a Bijdpur invasion against Snep-Nayak (obviously
standing for Sivapps Nayaka of Ikkéri), the Karndtak Rija, and his
being forced to ‘ a composition of 7,000,000 Pagodas,’ !

In the sccounts so far given there is no reference to Shihjt in oyr
souArges relating to the history of Mysore. Therg is clear reference to
Shahjf in the Company’s records from the year 1657 onwards, that is,
n.lore or less after the disappesrgnce of Mir Jumla from the scene of
his activities in the Golkonda Karnitak. One may therefore fain argue
that Shghji was plsying but a very subordinate part all through,

writing from hi‘s master with his own chop [i.e., seal] and others accustomary to
it ; allso the print of the Rajah’s hand un the top of the paper, done with sangall
declaring his resolve to tend ag permentioned. To all which wee answered th '
in comrfidence of the truth of what he had allegged, wee did believe our em tat,
would be pg:swgded to trade againe to thesg ports, that are now in the Raas :r,s
possession, provided reparation be made to their former losses ; which w. h]a :
would be done, and assured him. his master would not be a loo;er ther: bee’ oped

(The English Factories in India, 1661-64, p. 230 and gote, and p ;’ily.)

1+ Rustum Jeamah, returnipg from whence the Kin . 4 placed bi
Hookery, his owne towne, by the Kings order is dglie?eﬁtr::c?e pls"l(if:iis h'lm tg
sweares before he came out of Bunckapore, he saw irons.put on Buss;tll Ckansts hd
Shageg [Shahji] (Shevgys father), but taken off of the latter jn two dayes; wh?is
m?w with the King without any command. Bussall Ckans mother denyi'n th
Ifmg entrance into Bunckapore, the King wrlte to Si:agée to perswade Bissal‘l,
Ckan to come and stand to his mercy, for’ the King, being denied entrance, was

80 incenced that, if he stood gut any longer, would never have pardoned him, and

now he could not hope to be able to withstand him, the kingdome being at peace
since the King conguered Snep-Nayck, a Carnattick Rajah, and brought him to a
composition of 7,000,000 pagodas.t The rebelling of this Rajah was the cause of
the Kiggs going for Bunckapore. At last Shagee perswaded Bussall Ckan to goe
to the King, upon conditjon that he would accompany him ; which he did, and so
th‘oi King trapann’d them both. The King hath likewise wrote Syddy 'Mussad
{Sidi Mag'ud), Syddy Zoars sonne®n law, and to Syddy Zoars eldest sonne } (the
formo;r of which hath 14,000 horse, the latter 10,000) to come to him; but they
returne him answer that they dare not trust him that had murdered their father ; §
upon which the King wrote them againe, that they had no reason to mistrust hi;n
1;: l::v’ing now imprisoned Bussall Ckan, who was the only dayse of their father;
ath., ¢ ‘
* ¢ An error for Bahlol Khan,
+ The Batavia Dagh-Register, 1664 {p. 323) says 1,500,000.
} Sidi Azjg, )
1§6F°r the murder of Sidl Johar, see Grant Duff (ed. Edwardes), vol. i,
p. 146.
(The English Factories in Indis, 1661-6¢, pp, 242-3.)

s Al
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y's records, to

pie indica-
rtance

althouéh the position that he is said in the Compan .
have occupied after A.D. 1657 would give the clearest pOSSl'
tion that he musthave been occupying a position of some impo
before that.

In this connection we shall have to co . Aoder
brought to bear upon the subject by Sir J adunath Sarkar in th? 0 o
Review for July 1929. Sir Jadunath claims to have acquired t q
manuscripts relating o the reigns of the Bijapur Sultans, Muhamﬂ;;).
Adil Shdh (A.p. 1627-56) and ‘Ali ‘*Adil Shdh (a.D. 1627-ﬁ st
These are described by him as contemporary official histories, the fif

A that
by Zahfir bin Zahiri and the second by Nirullah. He also nOtij‘nu's-
these two sotirces were not available to the author of the Bﬂs;‘ ‘ for

of 1nfor*

saldtin written in 1824, and which ¢ hitherto was our source
mation for Bijdpur history.” *In the light of these firsi-rate
and the annual Jesuit letters from Madura, it is now possible to trace
step by step apd in clear detail the story of how the Muhammadans
seized the herilag: of the recenlly shalteved empire of Vijayanaga? and
crushed its numberless, disunited, mutually jealous and warring Hindu
feudatories, across the entire Indian peninsula from Goa to Madff‘s'
The Adil Shah of Bijipur conquered what are called in bis Persia®
history “Malnad and Karnatak'’, i.e. first the Kanara country of
Bednur, then Mysore, starting from the Ikeri or Nagar district in the
‘west, on to Sera and Bangalere in the centre and the north Salem
district in the south east corner, and finally descending the Baster?
Ghats the Madras plains up to Vellore, Jinji and Waligandapuram
within sight of Tanjore. The Qutb Shah of Golkonda seized the
Hindu principalities due south and south-east of his capital, i.e. the
cotntry beyond the Krishna, lying north-east of these new Bijap®!
acquisitions.’ “

* Between these two streams of inVasion, Sir Ranga Rayal, the
last representative of Vijayanagar royalty, was completely crushed
-out. - He offered a long and desperate resistance. But his worst
enemies werey his own people. The insane pride, blind selfishness
disloyalty and mutual dissensions of his Hindu feudatories rendered all
his efforty futile and the Muslims conquered Hindu Deccan piecemeal
wilk the grealest ease and vapidity. As the Jesuit missionary Antoiné
de Proenza wrote from Trichinipoly (1659): * The old kings of this
country appear, by their jealousies and imprudent action, to invite

materials

,

. is -
nsider the new light that 1

31

ffle conquest’ of entire India by the Muslims” ’ (Mission de Madure,
lii, 42, - .
Before proceeding to exhibit his material, Pmofessor Sarkar
indulges in a comparison of the overthrow of the Hindu kingdoms of
-the south and the Muslim conquests of Hinddstdn, and draws
the conclusion that in the course of the .years 1637-64 fke
¢xtinction of Hindu rule in the south was brought about, and this period
Corresponds exactly to the life of Shahijl as a servant of Bijdpur. He
lays himgelt out to indicate that ‘ the popular Maratha tradition that
he was the leading general or conqueror of Mysore finds a complete
Tefutation in the awthentic historical sources described above. These
Sources prove that Shahji was not the supreme army chief, nor even
the commander of an independent division, but only one of the
Many Bijipuri generals serving under the eyes and orders of the
Mustim y generalissimo, throughout the conquest of Mysore; and !
was only very late in his life, in the invasion of Tanjore in 1660-62
(which was, however, followed not by an annexation, but by with-
drawal), that ke rose fo be second in command.’ Then he proceeds to
State categorically under six heads the invasions of this country and
the results achieved by these invasions.

The campaigns of the years 1638-39 ended in the capture of all the
territory up to Bangalore. according to this account. Shahji was placed
in the fortress of Bangalore to carry on ~the government of the con-
Quered parts. Rustam-i-zamé4n himdelf proceeded to lay siege to Sri-
Tangapatam, which under Kantbirava Narasa Raja Wodeyar, according
to this account, submitted after a month’s fight, paying five lakhs
of gold pieces. The learned historian next proceeds to state ¢ when
RuStam-i-zamﬁn returned from Mysore at the approach of the rainy
Season, Kenge Nayaka relgelled, and there was a general rising of the
Hindu Rajas throughout the Ka‘;larese country against Bijdpur. So, the
War was renewed,’ Rustam-i-zamin returned, and Basavapatana,
belOnging to Kenge Nayaka, was taken after an elaborate siege,
in which Shahji played a part with Afzal Khin and otker generals.
While Rastam stayed in Basavapatana, Afzal Khan was ordered
forward. He took Chik-Nayakan-halli and Bellur belorging to
Venkatapati,Oand Tamkur. Rustam is next stated to have taken
Possession of Balapur (Ballapur) and Kulihal (Kunigal). That closes
Section I, '
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$0 in this official accouat, no cause is given for the: war., famdf ﬂ;‘:
Bijapur -invasion is begun as if it came upon, Mysore like 2 bolt l:On
the blue. Histdrical events did not take place in that fashlod'
even where the Suliins of Bijapur and Golkonda were .c.c:ncernea;'
The Hindu accounts give it that the intervention of Bllap}lf w .
sought, and the invasion was lauached accordingly ; nor can this Co:fa
account be regarded as thoroughly historical. It was pot suC .
beautifuljy unopposed march down to the walls of Gingee, "1°"h5t
satisfactory a settlement. The fatal weakness of the account is t *.14
it gives no explanation of the part that Kenge Nayaka, as he 15
" cafied, played. He figures in the second campaign, without an);
mention of his name in the first. It is he who was the guthor @
all the mischief ; and the person concerned was not Kenge Nayaks,
but Kenge Hanuma, the son of Kenge Nayaka. He inv|ited th:1
Bajdpur army and brought about Bijipur interveation. The ren?Wd
of the Bijipus Invasion again was caused, according to the Hinddl
accounts, because Kenge Hanuma, who was placed in charge of- the
territory on the northern bank of the Kévéri, as against Kanth“a";
Narasa holding the territory south of the Kavéri, played false Aﬂﬂ»-
brought on the invasion, this time perhaps by the incitement of Nfiar
maigala Chansayya, who bad to go from his territory to 1.3‘?39“
as @ combined result of Mysore expansion and Hapuma's administrd”
tion. The treaty that Kanthirava Narasa entergd into was 001.1 t:
gain time, so that Sriraigapataty might be fortified and put “’by
position to withstand a giege. In this campaign, Shéhji s stated 3
this court historjan to have been placed in the fort of Bangalore, 28°
to have been charged with the administration and garrisoning @ t
district dependent on it, which would perhaps constituyte a somewh:
importaat position, subordinate, of co}urseo,' to that of the commaﬂde"
igachief Ramadhoola Khén, as he is cajled in Hindu histories,

timq ajso described as Khin-i-Zamin.

The next seation, division IV of Sir Jadunath’s article, simply 582
that the wwwa;ronewed in A.D. 1644. No reason for this renewal! @
the wat seems called for so far, at any rate, as Sir Jadunath i

! od. Tke fort of Tikri, as it is called, is supposed to have been taket

‘and Stvappa Niyaka is stated to have wrested it from the B

' gommander. The fort was not Tikri, byt Ikkéri, the capital of .ﬂ:‘-’
Nayaks of Bednur. The next commander that was despatched, Kbat

some” -

3 concerd”
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Muhammag, i5 said to have taken both Tikri and Sagar, four miles
from it. *The names gnght to be Ikkdri and Sagar, which latter is
&Ctually situated between Ikkéri and Keladi, the twe capitals of the
Niyaks of the place. The following year Khén Muhammad is sup-
Posed to Have marched into the Karnitak and gained a succession
of victories, until, in a.D. 1646, he is said to have captured Nandyal
and eight other forts in the Kttnool district. It is pointed out that
in this catrpaign Shahji played no part, and did not deserve to be
‘ mtentionied ’ in the despatches. The campaign, beginning in 1644
and ending in 1646, is dées6ribed as a mere rhodomontade by this
official histotian. Apart from what we find in the Hindn accounts,
We see in the Company’s fecords that a great change was taking
blace. Early in the yeaf 1643, the chief Governor of the Vijaya-
Nagar emipire, Damarla Venlksta, was found intriguing with the Wazir
of Golkonda, Mir Jumla. He was promptly placed tinder arrest. His
influential brother Ayyappa Was raiging forces against the emperor
Sﬁtaflg‘a with a view to compel him to release Venkata. In the coirrse
of the year 1643, Sriranga obtained the assistdnce of Bijipur, and Bij-
bur undettook ar invasion to assist hitr for a consideration of 15 lakhs
of gold pieces and twenty-four elephamts. The campaign of 1644
began as a testlt of this agreemeént between the Vijayanagar emperor
Sffraﬁga and the Bijdpur Sultan, and natarally, therefore, the sphere
of the campaigr would extend to the region indicated in the official
ccount. It shows the Bijipur activity not only in the Shimoga dis-
trict, but along the whole frontier eastwards into the Kurriool district,
undotibtedly the territory of Golkonds, under Mir Jumla’s actual
adntinistration. This would be mexplicable, notwithstanding the first-
Tate importanéé of the court historian, unléss it was a war undertaken
by Bijpur agaitist Golkonda as well. Golkonda’s intervention
Was naturally’ sought by Vemkafa’s brother Ayyappa. In 1644
under. preastité of this joint effort, Sriranga was compelled to
Testore Dimarla Venkata to his freedom, but apparently not to his
fotmet position, Mallalys taking his place. Mallaiya,in his turn,
captured Dtit¢h goods and pressed them bard at Pulicat, but fell
into disgrace by surrefideting Uddyagiri to Mir Jathila. It wss
during this gpetiod of the restoratioh of Sriranga that the Bast

India Company’s factors in Madras obtained a temewal of the grant
from him, ’
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The next campaign, according to this account is -that of '1.546 ‘
When the Prime Minister of Bijipur, Mustafa Khén led the ?ﬂpedm;::;
He is taken aggjn in glorious career across the whole teﬂ‘ftm{"  to
unfortunately the details given of the campaign give the lie dlre; a
this glorious succdss. Asaf Khin and Shahiji had been ordered & eex:
it is said, * for the defence of the Karnatak frontier.’ Why ?;IO oo
planation is given. The next march was to Sakrépatana. 1va:di-
Néyaka and a number, of others are supposed to have joined tl.le exphere
tion. He marched as far as Sivaganga in the 'Tumkur district, W )
he is said to have received the envoy of Sriranga Réyulu of Vellg‘:s'
There is a note in the Company’s records that before J anuat:}.'AZL 1 and’
$riranga Réyulu was attacked by the combined armies of Bijapur -
Golkonda, which would mean that after the previous carx.m'ﬂlg(;"wr
which Bijipur assisted Sriranga, they changed front and joinec e
Jumla. It is in the course of the operations connected with this Jotloo
attack that Mallaiya surrendered Udayagiri, as it was thought,

. 6. The

readily, and fell into disgrace. That was in FebruanY, 164 Rayul
PR riranga

combined armies succeeded in inflicting a defeat upon 1 accounts

in Vellore. This is apparently what is referred to in the offici ed
where the ambassadors of Sriranga Riyulu are said to have \;Va:a(:h
upon Mushtafa Khin. The Rayulu apparently made an effort tAO ; of
Bijapur from its alliance with Golkonda. The three rebet Néaya kere
the south, viz. those of Gingee, Tanjore and Madura, who v;on-
apparently opposed to the succession of Sriranga, and 'i"er; el
sequently ill-affected towards him, if not positively disé ekata
countenanced the rebellion of the influential brothers, Damarla -Velzhem
and Ayyappa. Sriranga Riyulu’s efforts all along were to brx.nzl.kely
to reagon and to loyalty. He had not as yet succeeded. It. 18 ‘_ A
_ that ambassadors from them also met Musfafa Kbéan at thvagangils
What is said in this court history is inéxplicable unless these det: o
from other sources are put in their setting. Mustafa Khan refuge ;
be dissuaded from his enterprise on account of these tbree. oﬂiC:n
and wmﬂa ngt stgp till he heard that the Rayulu’s projected invast
was given ﬁp. There is a note in the Company’s rec?rds, os
October }, 1645, that Sriranga Rayulu had obtained a distinct succ o
against the southern rebels, who were coerced into somerind of su
mission. It was subsequently to that, that the mission to Mustafa
Khiin must have taken place. The Rayulu’s ambassador was sent

dated
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back with Mulla Ahmed to get the Rayuln ito agree. Mustafa
waited at the head of a pass 28 miles from Vellore. The information
is added here that Mustafa’s original idea was to detain the Hindu
ambassador and send MullA Ahmad alone. Shahj! is said to have per-
suaded him in the belief that he had obtained a promise of loyalty
from the Br_ahmar_x envoy, The pass here referred to must have been
the Niyakanéri pass, which leads from the present-day Chittoor
district into GudjyAtam. The ambassador is said to have gone and
advised Sriranga Riyal to attack Mustafa and his army at the pass.
Mustafa wanted to make a détour into the territory of Jagadéva
Réyal, that is, the Biramahils of the Salem district by what is
called ¢ Kanvi Pass’. There is no Kanvi Pass. Kanvi means * pass’.
Instead of descending into the basin of the Palar, which apparently
was guarded in force by Sriranga Riyal, Mustafa wanted to make a
détour into the Salem. district, perhaps with a view to take the
Riyulu in the rear. There again he was attacked by Sriranga’s
armies. The Riyulu himself advanced against the main line and
attacked the division left there under Shahji and Asad Khin. Asad
Khén is said to have been absent from his command, leaving it to his
Diwan, so that Shahiji was in sole command. Aftera bloody fight, the
Rayulu’s troops were hurled back and a victory won by Shahji. Al
the same, the army is said to have marched through the Biramahal by
way of Ankusagiri to Krishnagur, which must be the present-day
Krishnagiri, sometimes called Krishnagiri Durga. Then taking
Virabhadra Durga, the capital of that region, the army is said to have
marched across and descended into the Pilar basin. From this account
it is clear that, Shahji’s victory notwithstanding, the army was not able
to take the direct line to GudiyAtam, but had to make a détour, which
discounts the victory congiderably.

The next section of Sir Jadlinath’s historians’ account speaks of the
Bijdpur army marching by way of Anandibdd, Amarivati, and
Gudiyatam and reaching what is called Uranjpur. ‘This is not Daran-
chur, as stated, but Vrinchipuram, the capital, in” theg days of the
Hindus, of the Bana country in the PAalir valley. After giving his
army some little rest, Mustafa Khan arrived ultimately in frout of the
walls of Vejjore. In the battle that followed, the Rayulu’s general
Wwas defeated. Vellore was invested, and ultimately the Rayulu
submitted and agreed to pay 50 lakhs of gold pieces and 150 elephants

Al
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. . : to
as indemnity. After a month’s halt at Vellore, Musta’fa' 1; i:dhad
have returned with his army by the same rpute by Wh’fh'i is said
approached Vellpre. In this decisive batt.le of the wau',f Shtf;ll eJr Hinda
to have commanded, along with a certain number Of 9 Mustafa
officers, the tight wing of the Bijapur army; and when fhicers,
returned to Bijdpur, Asad Khin and Shahji, with many otfler o o
were left behind to hold the conquered country. Here again th?r; the
very significant omisgion, without which it is difficult to appf::“;konda
position.” The part that was taken in this campaign by the Go \ that
troops is conspicuous by its omission, notwithstanding the fac the
these are official historians, who had access presumably t? b
despatches and other official documents. There is 2 notz :ﬂ g8
Company’s records bearing the date January 21, 1645, that ﬂf‘“en
was attacked by Golkonda and Bijapur. Mallaiya played the f’a;’ .
and surrendered Udayagiri on February 9, 1646. The. l?aY‘ald':d
defeat at Vellgre is mentioned, and, significantly enough, it 15 & her
that the rebel Nfyaks returned to their allegiance. This looks ra i
unlike the complete conquest of Vellore and the territory depend;:r
thereon by Mustafa Khan, the general of Bijapur. We have anot o
dated Janvary 1647, that Mir Jumla’s agents were active on t :
eastern side, had taken the Dutch settlement at Pulicat and We;e
marching towards St. Thomé reaching within two days’ march of ;at
Réiyula's forces. It was thjs march of the Golkonda troops t o
demoralized the Réiyulu’s Diwan and made his position untenable
Vellore. He had to fly for the time being for safety and spent some
time on forest frontiers of the Tanjore Niyak’s territories, the reg io’I’:
of Ariyaldr, Udayarpalayam, etc., on the banks of the Coleroon- ;
October 1647, the East India Company’s factors at Fort St. Gec.vri
feit that the territory had become so far MirJumla’s that they obtamedi
from him a renewal of the charter that vhs first granted by Venkatapst
in 1639, and was renewed by Sriranga in 1645 J - .
., The next section deals with the last of the great campalilﬂs-.°
uuutafn i when he marched towards Gingee, the invasion startin€
.mlmmnigéﬂ. Why they should have marched against Gingee °:
uadertaken this invasion is not explained as usual. Tirumal Niyak ©
lladm.nﬁndinz his schemes not prospering by themselges, seems 1€
have striven to effect a combination, as before, between the threé
Niyaks of the south, making an effort this time to bespeak the
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sympathy and good offices of Mir Jumla in their cause. The Tanjore

Niyak betrayed the scheme by divulging it to the emperor. Thus

baulked, he succeeded in bringing about an invasionp of the Rayulu’s

territory by Golkonda.! Having achieved considerable suceess, as
indicated by the Company’s record already quoted, Mir Jumla
marched south and laid siege to Gingee. He sought the good offices
of Bijdpur and obtained its. co-operation. When Gingee was thus
attacked by the victorious Golkonda troops, whom Tirumal Niyak
regarded as his allies, Tirumal changed front and came in force to the
assistance of the Niyak of Gingee. The siege by the combined
Muhammadan troops seemed not to prosper particularly, and Tirumal
Niyak nearly succeeded in getting the siege raised, when the
Golkonda troops left. Seeing that it would require a lengthy
investment, Mir Jumla left the siege to be conducted by the Bijapur
troops. These succegded in putting a garrison into the fort.
Mustafa Khan, according to this official account, is brought up to the
walls of Gingee, which offered to surrender, ‘ except, of course, for the
disobedience of his chief subordinates like Siddi Raihan and Shahji.’
Shahji was put into fetters and brought back to Bijipur. Mustafa
Khan died on the way, and the command passed on to Khin Muham-
mad. Shahjl is said to have been brought in fetters to Bijapur, where
the Sultdn set him free after negotiating with him for the surrender
of the fortress of Kondana, a fortress in the Mahratta country, Banga-
lore, and a place called Kandarpi in the Bellary district,? restoring him
to all his honours and offices. According to the court historian, the
Sultin summoned Shahji to his presence, ¢ giving him the robe of
minister, and settled his former lands to him again.’ In these authen-
tic sources, there is no other mention of Shabji, and Sir Jadunath
concludes the section witlf the remark that the gap in our knowledge
from A.p. 1649 onwards in Pegard to Shahji’s doings can be but
inadeguately filled by references to Jesuit letters.

_The section which relates to the other sources of authority, namely,
the letters of Abdulldh Qutb Shah, really gives some vgjuable infor-
mation as to the character of the changes that took place in the kalei-
doscopic arrangements and re-arrangements of the forces in the Kar-
nitak. It rgfers to the agreement between the two Muhammadan

L The History of the Ndyatks of Madura quoted above,
* Kandarpi was then a fortified place, now in the Anantapur district,
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f “sA t
Sulténs in regard to the division of the territory of the Réyal, ::];E;h
being given two-thirds and Golkonda retaining avthird. The Q“;nd had
complained tha}, the <Adil Shah had broken the agreement i,
attempted to retain more than his share, whereas the Muhamm .
one of the court chironicles, already referred to, states ¢ thaE tl ad
grateful Abdullih—whose forces had been defeated by the anai’ -
who could not have won an inch of the Karnatak without Bijapur

] . . s Réyal,
port—had formed a secret alliance with the infidel, i.e. the
[

: i ence of

and sent his general Mir Jumla to destroy the Hindus 1o def o

Gingee, but that Mir Jumla arrived too late. He was Su}:!squijﬁpﬂf
T TV TUTUUTUTUTE s | SUTUPOPRPIS PR Y the

defeated by another courtier.................. Ofeiieinianns by Ab-

general, Baji Ghorpare.” On the authority of a letter written
dullah Qutb Shah to his Agent in Bijapur of a date correspon e
December 23, A.D. 1647, according to Sir Jadunath, refe.rence is T)utb
to a petition from Shahiji Bhonsle begging to be taken into the ;e -
Shah’s service. The Qutb Shah is said therein to have repiat'edlg'hah'
jected Shﬁhjf’(s prayer, and advised him to serve the Adil S
Another Hindu Rija is supposed to have done so, whose naﬂ‘lﬁ co N
not, however, be made out clearly. Shahiji’s arrest by Bua.pu: o
zenerallly ascribed to this attempt on his part to prove traito )
Bijdpur. The story of this arrest is given entirely differently .
Mahratta sources of history, but the cause may have been perhaps be
some extent what it is stated to be here. But even so, it would. :
rather dfficult to accept it altogesher as correct without conﬁmnat:’at
in the face of the contradiction in Mahratta sources. The f‘act turt
Shabjt was let off so easily by the Bijipur monarch and his Cotha’t

according to the court chroniclers, would go a long way to show

perhaps this statement is not exactly the truth. . no
The account of these Muhammadan Historians, which is bY s
means friendly to Shibji, makes it abitndantly clear, Sir Jadunat. o
verdict notwithstanding, that from the commencement of his caree! lst
the Karnatak, Shahijl had occupied a position of importance. The fir i.s
general undgg wlom he had to serve, Ranadhoola Khén, or as he‘m
called, Khan-izamin seems to have been particularly friendly to hlth;
and thig very chronicle itself admits that he was appointed to o

charge of Bangalore when it was first conquered, 1 is nowhe
stated in the chronicle itself, or anywhere else, that it was taken away
from him, even after his treason so-called. As a matter of facl hf

ding to
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seems to have continued to govern those parts of the conquered Chan-
napatna viceroyalty, bu‘t shifted his government from Bangalore to
Chikbalapur, with Kolar as his headquarters and N and\é as his summer
residence. There are vestiges of his own work in the fortifications
and other structures which bear witness to his occugation of the place.
The fact that the Mysore ruler, Chikkadeva Rija Wodeyar ultimately
effected the purchase of Bangalore from Ekoji, Shahj’s son in
A.D. 1684 would go to show that the family (retained possession
of Bangalore, notwithstanding the statemené in the chronicles
that Bangalore was one of the three forts that Shihjl was to
surrender as a price for his release by the Sultin of Bijapur. His
treason with Golkonda and his arrest consequent thereon are not
mentioned in the correspondence of the Company’s servants, who
were likely to have heard about it, as, in their own particular
interest, they kept theif eyes and ears open for all possibilities of
changes in fortune of the important personalities cohncerned in the
administration of the territory. The fact that Shahjl occupied the
position of the leader of the campaign against Tanjore and the southern
viceroyalties, Mullda Ahmad, called * Mula’ in Jesuit letters, going as
only second in command, would go to show that he retained the
important position with which he was entrusted at the very coms-
mencement of the Bijdpur invasions of the south. That important
position he occupied is vouched for by letters of the factors of the
East India Company in Madras and the letter of Revington in
connection with Dandarajdpuri on the Bijipur coast. But the Maharatta
tradition, which Sir Jadunath lays aside almost with contempt,
claims absolutely nothing more than that he occupied a position of
confidence under the commander-in-chief. It was the latter who
entrusted him with the clarge of administering the great territory,
which was ultimately confirfied by the Sultdn himself; and it was
retained by Shahji even when his patron Rustam-i-zamin had fallen
intp disgrace and lived away from court. The Siva Bhérata, which is
a work compiled, perhaps in Tanjore, tells in a summiary gashion much
the same story as that recorded by the court chroniclers, to which Sir
Jadunath attaches such high value : ¢ Afterwards along with')the com-
mander-in-chjef, this great man, the strong-armed, mighty one, reached
the Karnitaka Mandala; he conquered successfully the ruler of
Bindupur (Bedunur) by name Virabhadra, the strong one; he also

2
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i d
e ruler of ¥ rishapattand

conquered the well-known Kenge Nayaka, th o fage

(Basavﬁpatna); the roler of Kavéripattinam, the strong au:meruler ¥
déva, he likewige conquered, as also the cruel .I.(antt?r;\’i; o lord
&rirangapatna. Then he overthrew the brave Vijayarag a 'Nayaka.
of Tanjore, as alse the master of Gingee, the great»Venka’::e s of
He followed with the overthrow of Tirumala Néyaka, Jonkata
Madura ; then the ruler of Piluganda (Penugonda ??, bAy name iase-
Nayaka, then the braye ériranga Raja, ruler of Vldya;aga::kﬁtapura’
nagara), an‘d‘then the well-known Tammé Gauda of amk.ngs Rbis
In this manner bringing under his control these and ofher dl it:h s
Shaji made the commander-in-chief Ranadhoola delighte ;Vt ter
achievements.’ Then follows the statement, in two slokt.zs, t ﬁ; oo,
a continuous fight for days and nights, ¢ he took the dehghtflf hp ”
Bangalore from Kempe Gauda, who delighted in walr, wtlilcRanad-
presented to him for his own maintenance py the dehgh'te ol
hoola Khén. He the victorious one (Shahijl) resided in the44 o
called Bangalore.’” This is a literal rendering of slokas 37. to o
adhydya 1X of S$iva Bhérata, a work composed pctettcall)’:ore’
course, in the lifetime of Shivaj himself, probably in Tﬂ:lm -
. far away from the Mahratta country proper. This “i -consrrfoji
by an account compiled in Tanjore in the .daysA ?f Raja c:zitra:
by his Chitnis in the Saka year 1725, Rudrodgari, month The
corresponding, as it is given there, to March 25, A. D 1803. s
account begins with a chronological discrepancy in t{ms' 1.)ar.t1°, oy
context, where it says that he was despatched on this mission sor
«Alf ‘Adil Shah, whereas the invasion actually startec.l ‘m‘on
Muhamméd sAdil Shih, years earlier. The object of the 1nV8::)se
is given as an effort to bring under Bijipur control ¢ -
feudatories and states of the south which were likely to beco :
&ieﬁdly with Aurangzib, who was operating in the Dekhan, and whos
sttitnde towards the southern states of Bijapur and Golkont?f- Waz
anything but friendly. Here again the account says that * SAhﬁF'Jl W‘i‘;
on thom ivasion with Ranadhoola Khan sent by «Adil fha f
The ruler that he conquered in the south are given as the 1&911*'="°h
Bedanfir, Virabadra Nayaka ; Kongé Niyaka, ruler of Kongu [V‘{hlc
may be a'n error—a copyist’s error—for Kengé Nayaka ofgthe teﬂ'lt:’fy
of Kengé, Kengé being the place of birth of the ruler] ; Jagadevd
Raya of Kavéripattinam Kanthirava of Srirangapatam, Vijayardghava
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of Tanjore, ' Venkata Niyaka of Gingee, Rangdsiyi NAyaka of .
Vidyanagar [another form of the name Ranga Réyal]; Tirumal
Niyak of Madura, Harikira Venkata Niyaka of Valikondapuram,
Danakoti Niyaka of Hosakota.” Pleased with all these conquests,
‘All *Adil Shah is stated to have given to Shahji the territory of
Bangalore for his personal expenses. ‘ Being pleased with the sight
of Bangalore, the security of its fortress, and the salubrity of its
climate,” Shihji made up his mind to fix his headruarters there. This
is one of the Mackenzie manuscripts noted by Wilson in volume ii,
page xliv, which purports to be a genealogical account of the Bhonsle
Rijas of Tanjore. The claim advanced in favour of Shahji here may
be over-pitched to some extent. The account leaves many details to
be filled in, and, in that particular respect, is not much worse than the
court chronicles so much valued by Sir Jadupath. In this case as in
the other, historical research consists in exploiting all possible sources
of information for obtaining details of a reliable character to fill in the
gaps, and work out a reasonably trustworthy account of the facts.
The mere issue of a testimonial that a certain record or set of records
is authentic and genuine, because of some features of its character,
viz., that it was an official account, that it was compiled in court, or
that it is in a particular language will hardly constitute research work ;
nor will such contribute to the discovery of historical truth. The first
account given above is substantially tke same as that given in my
Ancient India, published in 1911; but the particular thesis, actually
published so long ago as 1900, contains the material taken from the
works of a writer who was contemporary with the Chickkadéva Rija
Wogdeyar, who followed not many years (a little over ten years) after
the death of Kanthirava Narasa, who figures in these campaigns.
The author was a play-fell)ow and companion at school of the ruler,
Chickkadéva Réja, and ultimat%ly became his minister., He composed
a work in poetry, Chickkadéva Réija Vijayam, in epic form, as also a
prose work, Ckickkadéva Réja Vamsbvali, cast morg in the form of
history. Along with that is compared such information agis contained
in the late compilation issued by the palace and referred to as the
Palace History. It is mainly based on the second of the works above
referred to, aad such other historical manuscripts as were available at
the time before the whole library was accidentally burnt. The third
source of information utilized is Wilks, who had access to sources



~

42

guch as Grant Duff had for his History of the Mahrattas ;“b}lt' as ‘“’;2: -
other case, all of his sources are not at present avallable; 0
account was sctually compiled for Wilksyby a Hindu Brat?mtt;e,
by name Nagar Puttaiya Pandit, who occupied a high place m'ves
Secretariat, and wbo exploited all the records in the. av.rchlherl
at Srirangapatam to compile an account therefrom. Smce' tble
certain other Kanarese and Sanskrit sources have become avaﬂa. ,t
and Mr. N. Subba,Rao, a research student working on the subJece
at the Mysore University, utilizes these, particularly the K.aﬂare;
sources. As far as I am able to see these, as exhibited DY
him in the columns of the Modern Review, they go merely to CO“'ﬁrm
the details already given in Ancient India, involving perhaps modlﬁf:
tion of a detail here and a detail there. Historical research .Consfsal
really in the study of these various sources, estimating their hlstoﬂ.c X
value, each by its own worth, and combining the result of g.e.numa
historical criticism of all the sources with a view to compiling
reasonable account of what actually took place. . e
We have uarivalled means for doing this in the details tha.t
scattered in the correspondence of the Company’s servants, Wf‘“e;
from all over the Dekhan to their masters at home, English, Dutch ann
even Portuguese to some extent. The English records have be;ir
made available in ten volumes by the indefatigable energy of b
William Foster, but the details contained therein are not hi'Stofy thi
design. They are incidental reterences to the state of affairs m. .
territories surrounding the factories where their commercial operatio '
were carried on. Their commercial interests required that they Sf“.’u s
note carefully the smallest changes in the rapidly changing condltlo‘:e
in order to safeguard their interests and :heir money and pf(‘;ﬁ;‘;th
their trade and profit. They were not particularly concerne‘ -
‘commending one party or condemning@another. They had their Y .
personal preferences and predilections, which sometime? Sho:‘i’ng
themsslves ; ﬁutogenerally they were mainly concerned with no
these politigal changes accurately-—as accurately as was hu
possible—with a view to plying their trade safely and profiting by
businesg. ‘
Judged by the combined evidence of all these sources of history»
Shahjt the Mahratta appesrs to have been a man of ability, both as 'a
soldier and as an administrator. He first played an important part 1P

manly
their
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the conquests of the various petty states of the Karnitak for Bijipur.

Slowly, bat surely, he was able to build up from out of these conquests

a pretty big Government for himself, certainly under the authority of

his masters at Bijdpur to begin with, but gradually to become more or

less entirely his own, as a result of the inefficiency aud dissension that
were the ultimate bane of the Bijdpur kingdom, with the threat of

Mughal conquest hanging, like the sword of Damocles, over its head.

It is just possible, although it is not yet satisfactorily established, that

he showed himself friendly to the interests of Sri‘r;ﬁga Réyal once and

that he tried to eater the service of the Qutb Shih another time.

Shahji was not the only man that was guilty of such changes. It

seems to have been quite common at the time, The supreme example

of Mir Jumla in the same region offers an illuminating comparison.

The attitude of Rustam-i-zamin and of Bahlol Khin of Bijapur preseats

a close parallel. Nonetheless, it would constitute treason, notwith-

standing the fact that such treason was in the air. ’L:he officers to
whom Sriranga Réyal entrusted his affairs behaved no less badly in
regard to this matter, but that would not justify an act of treason
morally. Moral justification or denunciation is not, however, the
function of the historian, When Bijipur fell, Shahji’s work was
visible in the existence of the Mahratta state in the south nominally
called Tanjore, but extending far into the plateau and comprising a
comparatively large portion of the Karné}tak. Shivaji had been only
a feudatory of Bijapur so far as the *erritory in the Mahratta country
was concerned, in spite of the fact that he made himself quite as
independent as his father in the south. The southern portion of his
fathet’s territory seemed to him more justifiably independent and
could perhaps enable him to set himself up as a successor to the
now vanished empire of Vijayanagar, with Sriranga Riyal as the
last of its rulers. Shahji, therefore, is entitled to be regarded as
the foupder of the Mahratta dominion in the south, which survived a
number of generations after him before it reached complete extinction.

) B:efore concluding this essay on Shahji, it would pérhaps be just as
well to advert briefly to such memorials as we have of Shahji’s
position in the south. It is commonly known in Mysore that
Shébjt’s tomb s still pointed out in a village in the Channagiri Taluq,
of the Shimoga District not very far from the headquarters of the jagir
of the Kengé Nayakas. It was Kenge Hanuma, the contemporary of
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) inwvasion b
Shahji who was primarily responsible for, at least, ;)s,n:::rery far from
ija 1tdns. His headquarters, Basavap.ama’ . oation tanks
]z:]afp ‘::2:13 Stilggere Tank, one of the most important ‘t” fhe for
znethae territory of Mysore. We have already refe;r:e;()i:;ted ut in the
of Nandidrug, anl some vestiges that used to e more iving
fort at Kolar. It may perhaps be th.at there a'r istration of Mysoreé
memorials of Shahji’s rule in the south in the admlr: epartments. Till
territory, particularly in the Survey affd Settleme'n o the departmest
large number of the officials belonging try, hol ding
"e::: txlee: from the neighbouring southern Mahratta fouti;er ’south, at
Xxeir positions almost by hereditary s.uccessxon;tezjith Spahi, but
Gingee, we have not come across an?’thfng conne e close to the tOWD
farther south again, in the Tanjore District and qmttai which is about.
of Kumbhakonam, is the village now called. Sakk'cl)‘h ,name Sakkottai
a mile to the south of the railway statleri, e efull ame haviog
applied to the fort is a derivative from. Shihj, et fifty years 8€0
been Shahjikot. The village Sakkottai 1‘1sed to col; - the southern
illage itself on the banks of the river AraSalar ' ing an 0l d
o g idge, and the fort about six furlongs off, contaml . oD
;‘;Saoi::;ﬂ: :\ﬂ,ks and other appurtenances of a little forst 1{i:/al'to sang
This Siva temple is as old as the Téviram h}jmncigrkﬂf(;ef ihe vitlage
f the place under the name Tirukkalaiyattinkudi, Siva imag®
:f the prosperous vessel. The Sanskrit name. for the —
installed in the temple, is Amirthagatéévara, Am"'ti‘lai :tieen tortified
into Tamil as Tirukkalaiyam. It seems. to ha 1 the stones
oy md r the Mahrattas, and the forts were dismantled an I can
onelrye l111‘sle; for building the Small Causes Court in Kumbhali;‘;;m‘;isman-
:;collect prisoners being put to this work, and ha.ve selenwithin e last
tling the fortress and carrying the stonesf; Itis c()in ;’f 0 its fortif
twenty-five years that the place has been dlsmantl.e s isgssoci‘
i nd reduced to an ordinary village. The village i andthe-
mtzon.a' o ther name. The Brihman street is called Rag : e’ he
at:iv:;t:h‘:'am'in honour of the Niyak, Raghunitha of T:r;J")rfBr']jore
?ather of %ayaréghava, from whom Ekoji Conqgef:i:gar prince
District, This Raghunitha it was that met the Vijay

v the

tress

k
. and toO

Réma, at Kumbhakonam before the battle against the repels : brate 4
bim safety at Tanjore. When the victory was won, he cnstruCte d
the installation ceremony of the Mahiréja in the newly-co
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Rimaswimj Temple at Ky

mbhakonam.
nitha, the - son Vijayarag

hava, built thj
over to Brahmans, and jt is said that thirty

In memory of this Raghu.-
S Agrahdram and made it

, I can
€ my father’s, his maternal

gu Brahmans, and oge house
masila, Recently there has
the colstruction of new
sists only of one or t{wo
al with Brihman villages now-a.

tvives in the Tamflized form
wn name,

which was actually intended 1o be a Dhar
been an addition to the Dharmagila by
choultry. Otherwise the Agrahiram con
households—a fate which is not unusy
days. The name Shahjikot still su
Sakkottai, which forms a part of my o

In the village itself there is a consid
Tanjore.

, claimi
than the great bulk of those in Tanjore,
in Tanjore time and again,
these are found settled in
memento ofMahratta rule.

In the conquion that arose
several respectable families left the city, ang

both the villages, thus providing another
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