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PRETFACE.

THE intimate connexion which has
fo long fubfifted between this country and the con-
‘tinent of India, naturally renders every Englith-
man deeply ihfereﬁed in all that relates to a quarter.
of the globe which has been the theatre of fcenes
highly important-to his country ; and which, per-
haps, at the moment when he perufes the defcrip-
tion of it, may be the refidence or the grave of

fome of his deareft friends.

IT is only matter of furprize, that, of a country
{o nearly allied to us, fo little fhould be known.
The publlc 1s, indeed, greatly mdebted to the

7» learned labours of gentlemen, who have rcﬁded

’ -y -,.x ~



v PREFACE.

there, for the information which they have afford-

- ed concerning the Laws and the ‘Religion of ther :

Hindoo tribes ; as well as for corre& and well dr-‘

gefted details of the tranfa&ions of the Mogul ro—

~ vernment. But of the face of the country, of 1ts'

arts, and natural produ&xons, little has yet been

 faid. Gentlemen who have reﬁded long in India

lofe the idea of the firft lmpre{ﬁon which that very
curious country makes upon an entire ftranger :

- the novelty 1s foon eﬁ"aced .and the mind, by a

common and natural operatron, dlre&s its views to.

N more abﬁra& fpeculatron ; reafomng affumes the.
3 place of. obfervatton, and the traveller 15 loft in the

phllo[opher o

To fupply, in fome ﬂlght degree, this hiatus in
"‘;the topographlcal department of hterature, 1s the '
irmnedrate obje& of the followmg pages. It W’]L,
; ;I ﬂatter rnyfelf not: be dlfagreeable to my. readers

;;;.Yto be mformed that they conﬁﬁ of a few plam )
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reprefentations of what T obferved on the fpot, ex-
" in the fimple garb of truth, without the

‘: .. 1.t embellithment from t‘r&ion, or from fancy.

e were chiefly intended for my own amufe-
m-: - ad to enable me to explain to my friends a
m: - - of drawings which I had made during my

reiigence in India, fome of which accompany the
prefent .publication. The apology 1s trite ; but in
this cale its truth, and the refpedtability of the
name to which I refer, muft plead my excufe—it
was owing entirely to the influence and perfuafion-
of my moft juftly efteemed friend, Henry James
Pye, Efq. Poet Laureat, that thefe obfervations

have been fubmitted to a tribunal, which I have

~ever regarded with awful refpe&—rrE PusLic.

WaiLe I acknowledge my heart-felt obligations
to one friend, "it is- not confiftent with my prefent'
feelings to omit the kind attentions of another.

My learned friend, Dr. Gregory, by his perufal .
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and reV1ﬁon of my manufcnpt conmbuted greatly

to lefTen my apprehenﬁons of that ordeal to WIL :

I was about to commit myfelf ; and though he i )

i

ﬁﬁs upon my {’catm that hxs correéhons were “1]-

moﬁ entlrely verbal yet I cannot but be cow -
Doy

that “without them, the work would have appeaned

1in a ftll more 1mperfe& ftate.

AI‘TER all, I am aware that I. ﬁand in need of

every candld allowance on the part of my readers

It is evxdent that the ftudies abfolutely requlﬁte to

any decrree of proﬁmency ina hberal art, and the .

pra&xce of that art afterwards asa profeﬂion can

leave bot httle lelfure for the cultxvatlon of litera~

ture ' and perhaps my engagements have been even -
more unfavourable to this ob)eét than tho(e of moft -
artlﬁs. A long c1rcumnav1gatlon and the profef ,

:ﬁonal labour requlred mn completmg the Works for

Captam Cook’é ;

feveral ,jyears

{-wfecond voyage OCCUPICd me for :

;,ﬁand a‘_ voyage to Indla, W1th my

PREFACE. - il

- different excurfions in that country, engaged no

g mconﬁderable portion of my time and attention.

,4
i

AT another part of this work I can fpeak with
rat 1er‘more confidence, becaufe I am lefs perfon-
ally concerned ; and becaufe, as far as I am con-
cerned, I appear in my proper profeffional charac-
ter. The drawings from which the plates for this
work are engraved, T have already mentioned, were

made upon the fpoti and to the utmoft of my abi-

| lity, are fair and accurate reprefentations of the ori-

ginals. Of the exccution of the plates, while I

feel that too much cannot be faid, every one muft

fee that, it is unneceflary for me to fay any thing.
1 therefore conclude with fhortly returning my
thanks to the artifts for the care and attention

they have beftowed upon them.

QUEENSTREE]:, May Fair,

- Feb. 18, 1793.

!

»



TRAVELS

IN
INDTIA.
CHAP. 1.

General Appearance of the Coaft— Of the Town of Madras—
Boats of the Country— Firf? Reception of a Stranger—— His
Senfations on entering the Country— War with Hyder Ally—
General Difirefi— Deferiptive Sketch of the Country, Build-
ings, Gc.m—Indian Temple. -

THE whole extent of the Coaft of "Coromandel is an even,
low, fandy country ; and about Madras the land rifes fo little
and fo gradually from the fea, that the {pectator is fcarcely
able to mark the. diftinction, till he is affifted by the appear-
ance of the different objects which prefent themfelves upon
the thore. * '
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THE Enghfh town, nﬁng from within Fort St. George,

has from the fea a rich and beautiful appearance ; the houfes

being covered with a ftucco called thnaro, which in itfelf is
nearly as compa& as the fineft marble, and, "as it bears as
high a polith, is equally {plendid with that elegant material.

The ftile ‘of the buildings is in general handfome. T hey
confift of long colonades, with open porticoes, and flat roofs,
and offer to the eye an appearance fimilar to what we may
conceive, of a Grecian cit/y in the age of Alexander. The
clear, blue, cloudlefs tky, the polithed white buildings, the
_bright fandy beach, and the dark \green {ea, prefent a com-
bination ‘tvotaliy new to the eye of an Englithman, juft arrived
from London, who, accuftomed to the fight of rolling mafles
of clouds ﬁoatiog- /in"a damp‘ratmofphere, cannot but con-
‘template the difference with dehght. and the éye being thus
gratlﬁed the mind foon affumes 2’ gay and tranquil habit,
analogous to the pleaﬁng obJe&s W1th whlch it is furroun-

'vadcd. SR .

So ME time before the ﬁnp amves at her anchormg ground,

fhe 1s halled by the boats of the country ﬁlled with people of -

; buﬁnefs, who comc in crowds on' board Th1s is"the mo-

:ff.ment n ‘whxch an European feels the great dlﬁlﬂ&lon be-«

é?and the general hum of unufual converfatxon, prefents to his
mmd for al moment the idéa of an aﬁ'embly of femalf s.

When he afcends upon the deck he is ﬁruck w1th the long ,

INDIA. 3
muflin drefles*, and black faces -} adomed with very large
gold ear-rings and white turbans. The firft falutation he re-

ceives from thefe flrangers is by bending their bodies very

low, touching the deck with the back of the hand, and the
forehead three times. -

THE natives firft feen in India by an European voyager,

~ are Hindoos, the original inhabitants of the Peninfula. In

this part of India they are delicately framed, their hands ¥ in
particular are more like thofe of tender females; and do not
appear to be, what is confidered a propef proportion to the
reft of the perfor, which is ufually above the middle fize.
Correfpondent'to this delicacy of appearance are their man-

* THis drefs is in India ufually worn both by Hindoos and Mahomedans,
and is called Jammah ; whence the drefs well known in England, and worn
by children, is ufually called a jam.

+ THE complexions of the people on the Coaft of Coromandel and to the
fouthward, are conﬁderably darker than thofe to the northward. It is alfo to
be obferved that the native Hindoos are generally darker than the Muflulman,
who originally came from Tartary and Perfia. The latter may in fa& be
called a fair people ; and I have even feen many of them with red hair and
florid complexions. It is a well-known fa&, that when a Tartar or Perfian
family has refided in India for a few generations, their complexions have con-
{iderably deepened. The Mogul family of the houfe of Timoor, I under-
ftand, are of a deep olive complexion. v

% It has been obferved of the arms frequently brought to this country, that
the gripe of the fabre is too fmall for moft European hands.
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ners, mild, tranquil; and feduloufly attentive : in this laft re-
fpect they are indeed remarkable, as they never interrupt any
perfon “ho is fpeaking, but wait patiently till he has con-
cluded ; and then anfwer with the moﬁ perfect refpe@t and

compofure

FromM the thip a ﬁranger is convey ed on thore in a boat

of the country, called a Maffoolah baot : a work of curious

conftrution, and well calculated to elude the v1olent thocks
‘of the furf, that breaks here with great violence : they are
formed without a keel, flat bottomed, with the fides raifed
- high, and _few{ed‘mgether with the fibres®of _the cocoa-nut.
- tree, and caulked with the fame material : theyrare remarka-
bly light, and are managed with great dexterity by the natives :
- they are ufually attended by two kattamarans, (rafts) paddled
E :byﬁbne man each, the intention of which is, that, fhould the
boat be overfet by the violence of the furf, the perfons in it
may be pfeferved. The boat is driven, as the failors fay,
high and dry ; and the paffengers are landed on, a fine, fandy.
- beach and 1mmw1ately enter the fort of Madras. o

e THE appearance of the natives is exceedingly varied; {Brﬁe

‘ :.:'are Wholly naked and others fo clothed; that nothing but the .

. 'face and neck 1s to be dxfcovered beﬁdes thxs, the European'
1s ﬁruck at ﬁrﬁ with many other obJe&s, fuch as women
camed on men’s’ ﬂloulders on pallankeens, and men ndmg
;, on horfeback clothed in lmen dreﬁ'es hke women whxeh

INDIA. 5

united with the very different face of the country from all he
had ever feen or conceived of, excite the ftrongeft emotions

of furprife!

IT is impoflible to defcribe the enthufiafm with which I
felt myfelf actuated on this occafion ; all that I faw filled my
mind with expectations of what was yet unfeen. I prepared
therefore eagerly for a tour through the country; but my
Youte was fcarcely fixed, when I was interrupted by the great
fcourge of human nature, the great enemy of the arts, war,

which, with horrors perhaps unknown to the civilized re-

~ gions of Europe, defcended like a torrent over the whole face

of the country, driving the peaceful hufbandman from his

plow, and the manufacturer from his loom. On the eigh-
teenth day of July, 1780, I was a melancholy witnefs to its
effects, the multitude coming in from all quarters to Madras
as a place of refuge, bearmg on their fhoulders the {mall re-
mains of their little property, mothers with infants at their .
breaf’cs, fathers leading their horfes burthened with their young
families, others fitting on the miferable remains of their for-
tunes on a hackery *, and dragged through the duft by weary.
bullocks : every object was marked by confufion and difmay,
from the 18th to the 211, the numbers daily increafing : and
it was fuppofed that within the fpace of three days not lefs

* A hackery 1sa fmaH covered carriage upon two wheels, drawn by bullocks,

and ufed genera]ly for the female part of the family.
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than two hundred thoufand of the country people were re-
ceived within the * black town of Madras. Our Govemn-
ment behaved on this melancholy occafion with their ufual
humanity and liberality ; and not only publick, but private

relief was afforded them to a confiderable amount.

TrosE poor people were foon afterwards diftributed to the
northward, and into the fircars ; which are lands that lay to
the northward of -Madras, and but of late years ceded to the
‘Englith Government. ’

MR. Snﬁth was at this time at thé heac} of the Govern-
" ment of Madras : and the folicitous attention of his lady,
to relievc the private inconvenience of many Englith families,

who were alfo obliged to take thelter within the walls of the
fort , muﬁ ever be remembered with refpect.
EVERY objeét that now prefehted 1tfelf to the imagination
_ bore the fame threatenmg and calamitous afpe& : the country’
. houfcs of the Enghfh, within one mllc of the fort, were
Pmppcd of thexr furmture, by the owners, even to the doors
and wmdow blmds ; this mdeed was no more than neceflary,
as thc enemy extended their depredauons even to the walls of

. Madras, and no fecunty could be found w1thout the fort 3 f ) :

; ' Adjoxmng the glac1s of Fort St. George, to the northw ard, is alargc town,
o commonly called tbe Bxack town, and w‘nch is fortified fuﬁicxcntly to prevcxzt

i

a”}’ fur Pﬂfc by a body of horfe.

T
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until the camp was formed at the Mount, a place about ten
Englith miles weft of Madras. Every gentleman now pof-
fefling a houfe within the fort, was. happy in accommodating
the family of his friend; who before had refided on Choul-
try plain *. i

THuE troops being collected from different quarters, with
provifions and a proper train of artillery, the vanquithed fpirits
of the people appeared to revive ; and the reyot was again feen
cultivating his rice fields, or collecting the fruits. Nothing

lefs was expected when the army took the field, but that

* Hyder Ally would very foon be efcorted by a party of our

troops into Fort St. George, and there make a public atone-
ment for the miferies he had occafioned. This vifion foon
vanithed, in the unhappy fate of Colonel Baillie’s detach-
ment, and the return of the army from a three-weeks cam-
paign, reduced in its numbers and difpirited by its loffes.
Thefe circumflances are too ftrongly marked in the page of

hiftory to make it neceffary to recount their particulars in a

* THE country near Madras is 2 perfe&t flat, on which is built, at a fmal}
diftance from the fort, a fmall Choultry: thefe arc public buildings found all
over Hindoftan, and are of Hindoo origin ; t}{ey are in fa& analogous to thofe
buildings called caravanferais, well known through Afia. They have been
erefted and endowed by the liberality of princes, or the benevolence and piety
of individuals. A Bramin generally attends them, who adminifters relicf to
the poor and diftreffed, who are frequently fupplied alfo with a mat to lie oa.
Tanks, or rcfervoirs of water, or wells, are commonly near them.
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defcriptive work ixke this. The arrwal of Sir Eyre Coote .

from Bengal, with money and other fupplies, in September,
and the a&ive meafures purfued by that gallant officer, re-
ftored confidence to the troops ; and the moft fanguine hopes
of the inhabitants from his exertions were not difappointed.

. Tue opportunities that offer to a painter are few, in a -

country which is over-run by an active enemy. I made how-

ever among others a drawing of Marmalong bridge, which is
a very modern work, built, “as Tam informed, at l_the private
expence of an Armenian merchant . It is over a {fmall river

that runs near the mount, and falls into the fea at a little dif~
tance before the v1llage of St. Thoma, four miles to the

| fouthvs ard of Madras. T he Portugueze had formerly a con-

: 5ﬁderable fettlement at this village. - The church and the dwell-
mg-houfes ‘of a few Portugueze families yet remain here.

The legendary ‘tale of the Roman, Catholic church is, that

- St Thomas the apoﬁle, in the courfe of his miffion to India,
fuffered martyrdom on the fpot where the church is bullt

T HE. fettlement of Madras was - formed by the Enghfh at .

or about the rmddle of the laft century, and was a place of

' ‘no real confequence, but for its trade, unnl the ‘war fo ably

camed on by General Strmger Law rence, from the years 1 748
T to 1752, and Wthh ongmated from the claims. of Chunda
szu’b, in oppoﬁtxon to our ally Mahomed Ally Cawn, the

rcfcnt Nabob of Arcot from whu:h penod the Enghth may E
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be confidered as Sovercigns. In the fchool of this able officer
the late Lord Clive received his military education.

- ForT St. George, or Madras, rifes, as has been already
intimated, from the margin of the fea, and is allowed by the
ableft engineers to be .a place of confiderable ftrength. It was
planned by the ingenious Mr. Robins, the author of Lord
Anfon’s Voyages, who was eminent for his general and phi-
lofophical, as well as for his mathematical knowledge. Since
his time many works have been added,

i In Fort St. George are many handfome and fpacious ftreets.
The houfes may be confidered as elegant, and particularly fo
from the beautiful material with which they are finithed, the
chunain. _ The inner apartments are not highly decorated,
prefenting to the eye only white walls; which, however,
from the marble-like appearance of the ftucco, give a freth-
nefs grateful in fo hot a country.  Ceilings are very uncom-
mon in the rooms. Indeed it is impoffible to find any which
will refift the ravages of that dei’tru&ive‘infee’c the white ant.
Thefe animals are chiefly formidable from the immenfity of
their numbers, which are fuch as to deftroy, in one night’s
time, a ceiling of any dimenfions. I faw an inftance in the
ceiling to the portico of the Admiralty, or Governor’s houfe,
which fell in flakes of twenty feet fquare, It is the wood
work which ferves for the bafis of the ceilings, fuch as the
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laths, beams, &c. that thefe infecs attack ; and this will
ferve to explain the circumftance I have juft mentioned.

TrE houfes on 'Choultry plain are many of them beautiful
picces of architecture, the apartments {pacious and magnifi-
cent. Iknow not that I ever felt more delight, than in going
on a vifit to 2 family on Choultry plain, foon after my arrival
at Madras, in the cool of the evening, after a very hot day.
The moan fhone in its fulleft luftre, not a cloud overcaft the
fky, and every houfe on the plain was illuminated. Each
family, with their friends, were in'the opeﬂ porticoes, en-
joying the breeze. Such a fcene appears more like a tale of
B enchantment than a reality, to the imagination of a ftranger

: Juﬁ amVed ’

. THERE are few ob_;e&s to be met thh here, which fervc
_Tto ﬂluﬁratc the hiftory or charaters of the original inhabi-

tants of Indla ‘One, however, is too curious to be omitted,
- and that is a beautlful Hindoo Temple, or Pagoda, at Tri-

V' plccane, two ‘miles fouth of Madras. It is of conﬁderablev
magmtude and the top of the buxldmg rifing confiderably

kf,abovc the trees, 1t is feen all over, the country. © Adjoining
to the tcmple is a larrre tank with: ﬁeps defcendmg to the .
o f;v‘bottom, filled. Wlth ‘water. . The whole is of ftone, and thef

;Z’ii:mafonry excellent. - On the furface of the temple are many

: f;:{baﬁ'o rehevos, whlch I fuppofe to xelate to the religion of the ‘

Hmdoos 3 but whether they are conneétcd w1th the ntes and
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worfhip of Bramah or not, I am not able to fay: for fome
of them are of the moft indecent kind.. I made an accurate
drawing of this building, which was fent to England, and
loft on board the General Barker Eaft Indiaman, when that
thip was wrecked on the coaft of Holland, in 1781; butas
I have made drawings of other Hindoo temples, I lefs lament

the Jofs. The annexed plate, a view of the great Pagoda at
‘Tanjore, is from a piture which I painted from an accurate
drawing made by Mr. Topping, an ingenious friend of mine,
now on a furvey of the coaft of Coromandel for the Hon.

the Eaft-India Company, and will ferve to give the reader a

- general idea of thefe efforts of Indian architeure.
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CHAP. IL

Voyage to Bengalem Defeription of the Fort and Town of Cal-
cutta==Route from Calcutta to the Plains of Pliffeym De-
Jeription of that memorable fpot=—The Author’s Progrefs
through the Country= Ruins of a. Zananakhe—mCataralt of

| Mootejerna=— Happinefs of India== Defcription of Bauglepoor
—=Town and Fort of Mongheir—— Remarks on the Mode of
travelling in India=—=Voyage back ro Calcutta on the Ganges mm
Temples == Females bathing mmSingular Appearance by Night.

AFTER refiding a year at Madras, as no profpet pre-
fented itfelf of feeing and making drawings in the interior
part of the country, I determined to purfue my voyage to
Bengal : and as I found my health on the decline, I enter-
tained thoughts of returning to Europe by the following feafon.
I embarked in February, -1781, and arrived in the Ganges in
March. A change of air and a fea voyage frequently pro-
- duce a happy alteration in the conftitutions of valetudinarians
in India; and I accordingly found that on my arrival in Ben-
gal my health was perfectly re-eftablithed.

TuEe appearance of the country on the entrance of the
Ganges, or Houghly River (this being only a branch of the
Great Ganges) is rather unpromifing ; a few bufhes at the
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water’s edge, forming a dark line, Juﬁ marking the ciiﬁinc-
tion between {ky and water, are the only objecs to be feen.
As the thip approaches Calcutta the river narrows ; that which

is called the Garden Reach, prefents a view of handfome build- .

ings, on a flat furrounded by gardens : thefe are villas belong-
ing to the opulent inhabitants of Calcutta, - ‘The veffel has no
fooner gained one other reach of the river than the whole city

of Calcutta burfts upon the eye. ‘This capital of the Britith

dominions in the Eaft is marked by a confiderable fortrefs,
on the fouth fide of the river, which is allowed .to- be, -in
. ftrength and corre@nefs of defign, fuperior to any in India.
- On the fore ground of the picture is the water-gate of the
f'ort, which refle@s great honour on the talents of the éngi-

neer—the ingenious Colonel Polier. ‘The glacis and efpla-.

nade are feen in perfpetive, bounded by a range of beautiful
and regular buildirigs ; and a confiderable reach of the river,
with veﬂ'els of various claffes and ﬁzes, from the largeﬁ In-
, dlamen to the fmalleft boat of the country, clofes the fcene.
A plate, reprefenting this view, from a picture taken on the
fpot and admxrably engraved by Mr. Byme, an artift whofe
reputanon is not to be raifed by any eulogium in this place, is

' annexed

4

~

A EUROPEAN lands here in the midft- of a -great cxty,

'thhout paﬁing the outer draw-brldges of . a fort: here are
no centmels thh the keen eye of fufplcmn, no ﬁoppage of L
; baggage.’ The hofpxtahty whxch a ﬂ:ranger expcnences from '
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the inhabitants, and particularly from thofe to whom he is
recommended, correfponds exactly with the freedom of his
admiffion into the city ; and the kindnefs which I experien-
ced on this occafion from my much-lamented friend, Henry
Davies, Efq., late Advocate General of Bengal, can never be
forgotten.

Tre city of Calcutta extends from the weftern point of
Fort William, along the banks of the river, almoft to the
village of Coflipoor: that is, about four and a half Englith
miles. ‘The breadth in many parts is inconfiderable. The
 ftreets are broad : the line of buildings furrounding two fides
of the efplanade of the fort, is magnificent; and it adds
greatly to the fuperb appearance, that the houfes are de-
tached from each other, and infulated in a great fpace. The
buildings are all on a large fcale, from the neceflity of having
a free circulation of air, in a climate the heat of which is
extreme. ‘The general approach to the houfes is by a flight
of fteps, with great projecting porticoes, or furrounded by
colonades or arcades, which give them the appearance of
Grecian’ temples ; and indeed every houfe may be confidered

as a temple dedicated to hofpitality. | .

Ca L(; UTTA, from a fmall and inconfiderable fort, which
yet remains (and in which is the famous black-hole, fo fatal
to many of our countrymen in 1756) and a few warchoufes,

was {oon raifed to a great and opulent city, when the govern-
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ment of the kingdom of Bengal fell into the hands of the
Englith. For its magmﬁcence, however, it is indebted folely
" to the liberal fpirit and excellent tafte of the late Govemnor
 General ; and it muft be confefled, that the firft houfe was

raifed by Mr. Haftings which deferves the name of a piece of
* archite@ure: in fad, it is even in a purer ftyle than any that

has been built fince, although it is on a {maller fcale than

many others,

" THE mixfuré of -European and Afiatic mannei's‘, which

- may be obferved in Calcutta, is curious : —coaches, phaf:tons,

ﬁhgle-horfc chaifes, with the pallankeens and hackeries of
the natives—the paffing ceremonies of the Hindoos—the dif-

 ferent appearances of the faers-—-form a fight pethaps more
novel and extraordinary than any city in the world can prefent

toa ﬁranger Some views in the city of Calcutta, publifhed by~
Mr Damel are hxghly to be commended for their accuracy

‘A FEW wceks after my arrival in Bengal, an opportunity
: ofﬁ:red itfelf, whxch I immediately embraced, to make draw-

mgs of part of the country, as high as Mongheir,* on the

Ganges-, a dxﬁance of three hundred Englith miles ; and I
proceedcd on this journey in the mlddle of the month of
A Apnl foHowmg, by dauk bearers (in a pallankecn) or pallan-
‘keen carriers, T hefe are perfons hired by government, ‘and
ﬁxcd at the feveral flages or poﬁs for facilitating travellmo

eas:h ﬁage, on an average, may, be ten Englith tmlcs ~The
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number of perfons are ufually nine, with two additional men

or boys, to carry baggage and lights in the night, called
moffoljees, from the name of the lights, moffol.

From the apparent ftate of a country, a juft eftimate may
generally be formed of the happinefs or the mifery of a peo-
ple. Where there is neatnefs in the cultivation of the land,
and that land tilled to the utmoft of its boundaries, it may
reafonably be fuppofed that the ‘government is the protector,
and not the oppreflor, of the people. ‘Throughout the king-
dom of Bengal it appears highly flourithing in tillage of every
kind, and abounding in cattle. The villages are ncat and
clean, and filled with fwarms of people. ) |

THERE are few objes to attra@ the attention of the
curious traveller from Calcutta, until he reaches the plains

- of Plaffey. 'This fpot to every refle®ing Englithman muft

be highly interefting, when he confiders that on this theatre,
in the month of June, 1757, was difputed the exiftence of
his countrymen in Bengal, even as merchants. The great
abilities difplayed by Lord Clive previous to the battle of
Plafley, as well as in that a®ion, both as a general and a
politician, undoubtedly entitle him to the high reputation

which is attached to his memory ; fince on that plain was

laid the foundation of an empire in India," the influence of

which has extended over a larger tra@ of country, and greater
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numbers of people, than have been united under any one go-
‘vernment fince the time of Aurungzebe,

A Plaffey is a houfe which was once a hunting feat of the
Nabob of Bengal: it is diftant from Calcutta about févénty
'Englith miles, and fomewhat more than thirty from Moor-
fhedabad. In Moorfhedabad there are few buildings of note :
" the moft confiderable is the remains of the Cutterah, This
was formerly 2 public feminary for men of leérning among
the Muffulmans ; but it has long fince gone to decay. It

confifts of a large fquare area, each' fide of which is fome-

what more than {eventy feet in length, furrunded by a cloy-
fler, d1v1dcd into fingle rooms, crowned with a dome, and
one window in each. ' In the center, on the fide oppofite the
- entrance,. was a mofque, raifed conﬁderably above the build-
’mgs, on cither fide: the extreme angles on that fide where the
mofque was fituated are terminated by two towers,- rifing
: fcveral feet hlgher thzm thc reft of the buﬂdmg;

Tms bulldmg was ereé’ced by ]a.fﬁer Cawn, the Nabob of

Bengal in the early part of the prefent century ; who,, from

;hc mﬂdnefs of his manners, his love of leaming, and frict

: attentxon to Juﬁlcc, was the moft popular nobleman who ever
 hed that oﬂice in Bengal under the Mogul government.
g MoOrfhedabad was the feat of his refidence, and to this place
hc mvmed men of talents. On the oppoﬁtc fide of the river

is the tomb of Aliverdi Cawn,’ the grandfather of SuraJa Dow~ |
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lah, fo well known for his hatred to the Englith, and his
conduct to his prifoners on the taking of Calcutta in 1756 *.
This is an oblong building, crowned with five domes ; the
center one much larger than the others, and the two extremes
lefs than the intermediate. This pyramidal form is ufual in

& When the fort of Calcutta was clofely befieged by Suraja Dowlah, Mr.
Drake, the gOt;ernor, and many others, with feveral ladies of the fettlement,
efcaped to the Englih thips then lying off the town, and which fhips fell down
as low as Fulta, one third of the diftance to the mouth of the river, where they
remained for feven months in the greateft diftrefs, both for provifions and every
other article of neceffaries. Mr. Gregory, a gentleman fince well known in
the political world, and particularly for his knowledge in India affairs, and
many years a DireQor of the Ealt-India Company in London, ventured in a
very heavy gale of wind, in a country boat, to pafs Calcutta, and proceeded to
Chardenagore, to folicit aflitance from the French governor, who received him
with all the perfonal politenefs that is the mark of that nation, but without
offering any thing to remove the diftrefs of the Englith at Fulta, From the
French Mr. Gregory proceeded to the Dutch fettlement at Chinfurah, where
he was received with unaffeCted good manners ‘and friendlinefs.  After relat
ing the diftrefles his countrymen laboured under, the Dutch governor prepared
for their relief; and his lady went round the fettlement and procured linen and
other articles, for the accommodation and comfort of the ladies; and, in the
courfe of two days, the governor difpatched a floop, under the care of Mr.
Van Staten, their commander in chief, to the Englifh, loaded with feveral ar-

" ticles of provifions, many chefts of wine, and twenty leaguers of arrack, for

the ufe of the people. At the fame time this humanity was thewn to the peo-
ple on board the fhips, the governor’s houfe was fo filled with the diftreffed
that had efcaped from Calcutta, that he and his family were obliged to fleep on
board a budgerow in the river. The name of the Dutch governor, Mr.
Adrian Bifdam, mutt ever be remembered by the Englith with refpec.
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all the buildings of the Eaft, whether Moorith or Hindoo:
fo minutely attentive have they becn to this, thaé,a mofque at

Chunar, being tried with a cord ftretched from the fummit of

the center building, the cord has been found to touch the ex=
. tremes at the outer wélL that inclofes the building. During
the ufurpation of Aliverdi Cawn, his wars with the Mahrat-
tas, who were continually over-running the country, left him
little leifure for the embellithment of the city, however he
mlght have been difpofed.

A

THE road proceeds from Moorthedabad through the vil-

lages of Jungepoor and Sooty, to Oodooanullah: - This road
is croffed by feveral nullahs*, fome of which have ferry
boats ftationed at them, to accommodate the traveller. At
 the laft-mentioned place is a bridge, built by Sultan SuJah
the fecond fon of the Emperor Shah Jehant, whp was ap-
pointed - Subah of the province of Bengal, one hundred and
thirty years ago. This is one of the moft elegant {pecimens
in archite@ure of thofe times ; and it has become famous in
 ours by the vi&ory obtained over the troops of Meer C?fﬁm,
in the year 1764, by the late Major Adams. This victory

fas . was faexhtatcd by an accxdent that happened on the bridge:

» Nullahs are ﬁnall ﬁreams, or brookr -

‘ t The Emperox Shah Jehan' began his reign in the year 1627, and rexgned
’ E,ﬁthxrty-two years. - He was depofed by lus third .fon, the famous Allumglrc 5

= . better known i in Eu:ope by the name of Aurungzcbch -
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the carriage of one of the enemy’s large pieces of artillery
broke down, and ftopping the retreat, threw them into con-

fufion. Oodooanullah is two miles from Rajemahel ; and

Rajemahel is nearly eighty miles from Moorfhedabad : it lies.
on the weftern bank of the Ganges, which is high and bold,
and at the foot of a chain of hills. 'The fituation is efteemed
unhealthy, from the forefts in its neighbourhood. It was the
feat of the government of Bengal, under Sultan Sujah,” and it
continued to be his refidence until he fell in the conteft for
the empire with his brother Aurungzebe. The numberlefs
ruins found at and in the neighbourhood, evinced his paflion
for building ; and the great extent of many of them affords
a proof of his fplendor and magnificence. 'There yet remains
a part of the palace: which was fupported by vaft o&tangular -
piers, raifed from the edge of the river. 'The great hall yet
remains, with fome lefler apartments, as well as the principal
gate leading to the palace: thefe are furrounded by immenfe
mafles of ruins. 'This palace, in the time of Sultan Sujah,

‘was nearly deftroyed by fire: the zananah, or that part in-

habited by the females of his family, was totally deftroyed.

A TRADITION prevails in this part of the country, that
more than three hundred women fell a facrifice to modefty
on this oecafion; none of them daring to fave themfelves,
from the apprehenfion of being feen by the men. At a little
diftance from Rajemahel are the ruins of a zananah, which I
went from curiofity to infpeét,. as they are, when inhabited,
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facred places ; and I was gratified extremely to obferve the
perfect accuracy in the Hindoftan pietures which reprefent
them, ‘The annexed plate is from an old picture of one
‘which I-met with in India. It may not be improper to re-

mark, while I am upon this fubje, that when the Mogul

government was in the plenitude of its power, it was an ob-

je@ with the Omrahs, or great Lords of the court, to hold

captive in their zananahs even hundreds of “females, collected
from various quarters of the empire, and partrcularly {o from
Caﬁ1m1re, a country famous for the beauty o/f its, women *,
From Rajemahel the pubhc road con inues by the fide of the
nver at the foot: of the hxlls, to the paﬁs of Sicri” Gully,
whence it enters the provmce of - Bahar. "This pafs, in the
:trme of the Hindoo and Mogul govemments was the com-
,ma.ndmrr entrance from Bahar into the. kmgdom of Benga.l
j ,and was formerly fortified thh a ftrong ‘wall and gate,” the
:ruins of which. yet- remait. What muft fhew the: mutxlxty
of fuch famﬁcatrons"faad the Wlfdom of the Britith govemn-
- thent in fuﬁ'enng ’tbemf.to go to decay, is the. eafe with which
ftheyare* claded; for, in't the year 1742-3, rhc wholc Mah-

ratfa army, conﬁf’cmo -of: ﬁfty thoufa.nd men, under Bofchow
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Pundit, paffed through the hills above Colgong, and to the
- fouth-weft of this pafs, into Bengal. On the top of the hill
is a ruined tomb of a Muflulman fied, or faint. The whole
fcene appeared to me highly piGurefque; a plate, therefore,
is given of this view, as it marks the general charaler of
this part of the country. At this place I was met by a party
of feapoys, fent by my much-lamented and revered friend,
the late Auguftus Cleveland, Efq. then colleor of the dif-
tricts of Rajemahel and Bauglepoor, to efcort me to }the falls
of Mootejema in the hills, about four cofs, or eight Englith
miles inland from the river. From the height of the hills,
thefe cafcades are clearly feen, in the time of the rains, the
river being then near thirty feet higher than in the dry feafon,
and the falls confiderably increafed. The road, or rather path,
is through the jungles, or woods; and when rain has lately
fallen in the hiHs, the noife of the catara® is diftin&ly heard
at the diftance of two Englith miles. It confifts of two falls,
which taken togctfxer, 'the perpendicular height meafures one
hundred and five feet. The water, falling over vaft mafles
of rocks, is received in a bafon below, and continues runhing
through fragments of the rock, rent from above, until it is
_ loft in the Ganges. At the bottom of the lower fall is a great
hollow cave, which is eafily entered from either fide, and the
water is feen from within, forming part of the arc of a great
circle before. In the interior part of this cave, which may
* be thirty feet from the front of the rock, the bafe appears to
be a mixture of rock and charcoal ; that is, the interftices of
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the rock appear filled with charcoal, and many fragments
. broken off -are compofed cqually of the two materials. For

thc fausfa&lon of "others 1 brcrug.’ht away with me two Iargc :

; A‘plcces, which I afterwards ﬂ1cwcd to fevcral mgemous gen-
' tlemen in Calcutta.' The: place itfelf, it is true, is held i in

"-fuperﬁxtrous vencranon by thc common peoplc of the coun-

try, ‘and it is poﬂible fome religious ccrcmomes may have
B paffedfhere “but it is fcarcely probable that ‘any fire ufed in
fuch.ceremomes‘ could havc produced fuch eﬁ'c&s. .

s
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horizontal branches, and difplaying their varied plumage to
the fun, dazzle the eyes of the traveller as he pafles. In
this route many inferior rivers are pafied, that feed the waters
of the Great Ganges, which at this feafon of the year are
very low ; and the fteepnefs of many of their banks renders
the carriage extremely troublefome to the pallankeen bearers.
At Colgong there is a confiderable ftream, that falls into the
Ganges, which by its continued force, and particularly in the
time of the periodical rains, has detached two large rocks, and
formed them into iflands, covered with woods, full {eventy
yards from the thore. There is a paffage between the iflands
and the thore filled with funken rocks, which form violent
eddies. 'The paffage is {ometimes only to be cffected by
fmall boats; and in the time of the rains is efteemed excecd-
ingly dangerous. I knew an inftance in which it had nearly
proved fatal, .

Tue country about Colgong is, I think, the moft beauti-
ful I have feen in India. The waving appearance of the
land, its fine turf and detached woods, backed by the cx-
tenfive forefts on the hills, brought to my mind many of the
fine pa;'ks in England ; and its overlooking the Ganges,
which has more the appearance of an ocean at this place

than of a river, gives the profpect inexp'refﬁble grandeur.

Frowm this place my route was continued to the village

of Sultungunge ; oppofite to which, in the river, is the {fmall
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“ifland of Jangerah, or, according to fome authors, jehan-
gueery.  'This~ iﬂahd is a‘r’ock"'with'a few trees growing
from its mtcrihces, vand on the top is a {fmall hermitage, in-
‘habited by a ‘Hindoo monk “The fituation this holy father -
‘has chofen is certainly a proof of his tafte and of his Judve~ A
ment ; for, from the top, he has a moft extenfive profpect of

the country and river ; and in the fummer heats it muft be

cooler than any. ﬁtuanon in its nc1ghbourhood This rock

is con( dered by the Hindoos as a facred place; and on many
' parts of it are pleces of fculpture relative to their mythology.

Iam concerned I cannot pay fo hlgh a comphment to the art
of fculpture among the Hindoos as‘is ufually paid by many
ingenious authors who write on the religion of Bramah.
- Conﬁdermg thefe works, as I do, ‘with the eyes of an artift,

; they are only to be paralleled with the rude eflays of the in-
. gcmous Indians I have met with .in Otahelte, -and on other
i’xﬁands in the South Seas.” The time when thefe fculptures
were produced I bcheve is not eafy to afcertam but thus -
much ‘1s certam, that the more modern works in fculpture of -
human ﬁgum, by the Hmdoos, lay claxm to very litde more -

i:meﬁt than the anc1cnt produ&xons Some omaments, how--

hat. I have feen on Hmdoo temples are beautifully carv-
ved but of thls I fhall have oceaﬁon to fpeak hereafter, when -
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— g ey - liarly marked the mind of the gentleman who then governed
| ‘ this diftri¢t; and of whom, in common gratitude, I muft
~ ever fpeak with veneration and efteem. At the entrance of
the town of Bauglepoor, I made a drawing of a banyan tree,
; of which a plate is annexed. This is one of thofe curious
‘ | productions in nature which eannot fail to excite the attention

E of the traveller. ‘The branches of this tree having thoots de-
\\ . pending from them, and taking root, again produce, and be-
N ) come the parents of others. ‘Thefe trees, in many inftances,
\\\\ S N - cover fuch an extent of ground, that hundreds of people may
\ ) take thelter under one of them from the fcorching rays of the
RN fun. 'The care that was taken in the government, and the

o
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, minute attention to the happinefs of the people, rendered this
diftrict, at this time, (1781) a perfect paradife. It was not

TR

Codlbviiine of Horstom . “f.;ﬁ//y,/ 4

. uncommon to fee the manufacturer at his loom, in the cool

;*- ) fhade, attended by his friend foftening his labour by the ten-

f:; N der ftrains of mufic. There are to be met with in India

= \S ,  many old pitures rf.fprefentin g fimilar fubje&s, in the happy
L:: $ | Fimes of fhc Mogul government. .

S Tne fituation of the Refident’s houfe, built by Mr. Cleve-

’ :%\ | land, is on a very elevated fpot: it is on the banks of a nul-

\J\‘, )

lah, forming a Ia;ge ifland, bounded by the Ganges on one
fide, and the nullah encircling the other: the ifland is about
N , four miles acrofs. On the other fide is a beautiful park-like

country, with clumps of great trees, feparated by glades ; the
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have been very ftrong: the walls are flanked with fquare
towers, in the old ftile of caftles ; many fimilar ruins being
now to be found in England. The fort was built in the
middle of the laft century, by Sultan Sujah; but the place
is famous for being a military ftation many centuries back *..
The area within the walls of the fort is very confiderable : it
is generally made a ftation for a part of the Englith troops ;
and there is a houfe here for the commanding officer, built
by the late General Goddard.

From Calcutta to Mongheir the face of the country is ex-
tremely varied. Bengal, however, to the entrance into the
province of Bahar, is almoft a perfect flat, or the rife is fo
gentle as not to be perceived. The foil is rich, confifting
chiefly of a black earth, intermixed with fine fand. From
Rajemahel it afflumes a different charaéter; hills arc feen
rifing in many parts into mountains, and covered with im-
menfe forefts of timber: the foil here is alfo more arid, and
the air drier, than in the lower parts of Bengal. 'The heat
in the months of March, April, and May, is immoderate ;
and, until it becomes tempAered by the rains that conftantly
fall in June and July, it is dreadful to the bearers of the
pallankeens to travel in the middle of the day: the duft and
heat are then, indeed, fo intolerable, that they are frequently

* On this fpot was found, a few years back, a brafs plate, with a Sanfchrite
infeription of a grant, as early as the firft century of Chriftianity.
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under the neccfﬁty of puttmg dovm their burthens, and fhel-

tering themfelves béneath the ihade of the banyan trees, many

of which are found on the road “particularly by the fide of

weIIs, or fome litdle choultry on the borders of a tank. The
|  number of thefe rural accommodations for travellers reflet -
- the hrgheﬁ credit on the care of the old Hindoo and Moorifh

govemments. It is pamcularly mentroned in the life of the
o Emperor Shere Shah, that, although a ufurper who obtained
the - empire by the moﬁ atrocrous a&s, he paid the moft hu-
; mane attention to the comforts and accommodations of his
v'ipeople. “He caufed wells to be dug at every cofs,’ (or two -
" miles) and trees to be planted on the road fide. At many of
thefe wells have I halted in my journies. They are, in ges
: ;}“?ncral from ten to fourteen feet in drameter, and lined with
ﬁone the mafonry excellent ; and they are raifed from the
' furface of the ground by a httlc wall two feet high. I fhould
have remarked that throughout Bengal and Bahar, the. water
c s cxcellent It is extremely pleafant to obferve the varrety of
! travellers that are to be met with on the road; either paffing
{along in groups, under the {hade of fome fpreadmg tree, by
the ﬁdc of the wells or tanks, In one part may be feen the
: ;,natvrve foldxers, tbeu‘ half prkes Ihckmg by their ﬁde, and
their- ﬂnelds lyzng by rhem,, Wlth therr fabres and match-
locks 3 .,m another part is, perlmps, a company of merchants,
'ngaged in calculatxon, or of dcvotees in the a&t of focial
' n another, the common Hmdoo pallankeen

orﬁnp, and

b&u‘ers bakmg therr brad Thrs operatron is performed in t
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an eafy and expeditious manner by thefe people: they make
"a fmall hole in the earth of about a foot in diameter, in
‘which they light a fire, and on the top of the fire they place
a flat iron plate, which they always carry with them, and
which they fupport with ftones ; they mix their flour with a
little water, and bake their cakes, which are foon drefled, are
very wholefome, and I think not unpalatable. On the whole,
I muft fay, that the fimplicity and p}imitive appearance of
thefe groups delighted me. -

I is not uncommon alfo, in excurfions through thefe parts
of the country, to meet with various fakirs, with a more than
favage aippearance. Sometimes whole families may be feen
travelling up and down the country, forming moft beauti-
ful pi&urefquc groups ; fometimes with camels loaded with
goods ; fome of the party riding on bullocks, the females in
hackeries, and the younger part of the company on {mall
horfes, brought from the mountains bordering the eaftern fide
of Bengal. Thefe horfes are called tanyans, and are moftly
pye-bald. 'The men march on foot, armed with {pears and
matchlocks : their fabres and fhields are flung acrofs their
backs. = Thefe are certainly valuable fubjes for the painter.
The lodgings of the traveller in India are the ferais, or cara-

- vanferais, (or places for the caravans) as they are called in

Europe. Many of thefe are in the great roads, and have
been erected cither by charitable perfons, or at the public ex-
pence. The Emperor; whom I have already mentioned for
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his attention to the public accommodation, built many, from
the extremity of Bengal to Lahore. There is a noble build-
ing of this kind remaining at Rajemahel, built by Sultan
’Su_]ah when Subah of Bengal 'The form is a fquare of
‘equal fi des ; the entrance from the Benfral road is through a
large and highly-ornamented gate, which alfo poflefles mili-
tary ftrengt_h no lefs than beauty. Round-the four fides is a
~wall about twenty feet high; attached to the wall round the
fides are feparate apartments ‘covered on the top, and open to
“the center of the area within. In thefe places the traveller
'lodges hlS goods, and ﬂeeps, the area within the fquare is
for the beats. Attendant on thefe ferais are’ poor ‘people,
who furmfh a ftna]l bedﬁead for the traveller to Mleep on, and
who are rev,arded by a trifling fum, amounting to perhaps a
penny Enghfh _The Mahomedan is, in general ‘a generous
ff man compared Wlth the Hmdoo on thefe occaﬁons. Oppo-

. ﬁte the Bengal gate is another in this ferai ;. which, however,

: is nothm more than merely an openmg through the wall
FROM Monghexr I embarked and retumed by Water to
Calcutta and ‘here 1 biad an opportumty -of obfervmg a fe-
“ries of fcenery perfe&ly neW ; the different boats of the coun-
try, and the vaned fhores of the Ganges. This immenfe cur-

rent of Water fuggeﬁs rather the 1dea of an ocean than of a

,gh

_ nver *‘*the gencral breadth of 1t bemg from two to ﬁve mlles, ‘
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mere points, and the eaftern thore only as a dark line mark-
ing the horizon. The rivers I have feen in Europe, even the
Rhine, appear as rivulets in comparifon with this enormous
mafs of water. I do not know a more pleafant amufement
than failing down the Ganges in the warm fcafon: the air,
pafling “over the great rcaches of the river many miles in
length, is fo tempered as to feel delightfully refrefhing.
After fun-fet the boats are generally moored clofe to the
banks, _where the fthore is bold, and near a gunge or market,
for the accommodation of the people. It is common, on
the banks of the river, to fee fmall Hindoo temples, with
gauts or paflages, and flights of fleps to the river. In the
mornings, at or after {un-rife, the women bathe in the river ;
and the younger part, in particular, continuc a confiderable
time in the water, {porting and playing like Naiads or Syrens.
To a painter’s mind, the fine antique figures never fail to
prefent themfelves, when he obferves a beautiful female form
afcending thefe fteps from the river, with wet drapery, which
Perfe&ly difplays the whole perfon, and with vafes on their
heads, carrying water to the temples. A fight no lefs novel -

or extraordinary, is the Bramins at their oraifons ; perfeétly

‘abftracted, for the time, to cvery pafling object, however at-

tractive.  Thefe devotees are generally naked, except a {fmall
picce of drapery round the middle. A furprizing fpirit of

cleanlinefs is to be obferved among the Hindoos: the ftreets

~ of their villages #re commonly {wept and watered, and fand

is frequently ftrewed before the doors of the houfes. The
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ﬁmphcny, and perfe@tly modeft character, of the Hmdoo
women, cannot but arreft the attention of a Pcranger With
~ downcaft eye, and equal ﬁep, they proceed along, and fcarce-
ly tum to the rxght or to the left to obferve a foreigner as he

paﬂ'es however new or fingular his appearance. The men

are no lefs remarkable for their hofpxtahty, and are conftantly
" attentive to accommodate the traveller in his wants. = During
~ the whole of the journey in my pallankeen, whatever I w anted,
as boiling water for my t°a, mllk eggs, &c. &c. I never met

"wuh impofition or delay,’ ‘but always experienced an uncom-

, mon readmefs to obhge, and that accompamcd w1th manners

thc moﬁ fimple and accommodatmg In perfc& oppoﬁtxon

s the Muffulman charaéter,—haughty, not to fay infolent ;

'flimtable, and ferocmus I beg, howcwer, to be underﬁood
. of the lova er glaﬁ'ea 3 for a Moorifh gentleman may be confi

: dered asa perfe& model of a well-bred man. The Hindoos - -

»are chxeﬂy hu{bandmen, manufa&urers, and merchants, €Xe

-';cept two. tnbes-—the Rajapoots . who are military, and the ,

'f’f Bra.mms, Who are eccleﬁaftlcs The MuITulmans may be

tjifclaﬁed as ennrely rmhtary, as few of them cxercxfe any other
e oy 'e ﬁt except colleétmg the revenues, w}uch under

fh govcmments have been always donc by mxlxtary '
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north-weft. This phenomenon is always attended with a
| violent ftorm of wind, and flathes of the ftrongeft and moft

vivid lightning and heavy thunder, which is followed by rain.
Thefe ftorms fometimes laft for half an hour or more ; and
when they difperfe they leave the air greatly frefhened, and
the fky of a decp, clear, and trafpareflt blue. When they -
occur near the full moon, the whole atmofphere is illumin-
ated by a foft but brilliant filver light, attended with gentle
airs, as Shakefpeare has expreflfed —

¢ When the fweet wind did gently kifs the trees,
¢ And they did make no noife.”

Passing by the city of Moorfhedabad, on the evening of

a Muffulman holiday, I was much entertained to fee the river

~covered with innumerable lights, juft floating above the fur-

face of the water. Such an uncommon appearance was, at
firft, dlfﬁcult to account for; but I found, upon inquiry,
that upon thefe occafiens they fabricate a number of fmall
lamps, which they light and fet afloat on the river: the

ftream_conftantly running down, they are carried to a confi-

derable diftance, and Iaft for many hours. After a paffage of
a few days from Mongheir, I arrived at Calcutta. - Several
of the fubjects I had colle¢ted in my Journey were painted
for the Honourable-the then Governor General ; two of them

on a large fcale, viz. the Falls of Mootejerna, and the Rums
of Rajemahel,
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CHAP. IIL

Embark in the Train of the Governor General=—Boats of the
Country defcribed— Remarks on thofe of the South Seqmm
Views on the River— Dutch, French, and Danifh Settle-
ments=—=Str Eyre Coote’se=Coffimbuzar— Sir John D’Oyley’s
== Patna=— Reception of the Governor there— Mofgue of
Moonbier=—Arrive at Buxar—=Gazipoor==Curious Ruinsm—
Benares—=Arreft of the Rajab:—-lf_zﬁfrreﬁz'o;z at Benarcs——
Principal Events of the War—Flight from Benares, and
Return thither.

I DID not remain long in the capital of Bengal, on my re-
turn from Mongheir, before 2 new opportunity was prefent-
ed to me of again indulgirg the curiofity which I felt both
as an artift and a man, to enlarge my acquaintance with a
country fo fertile in the beauties of nature at leaft. It being

- determined by the Bengal Government that it was expedient,

for the public utility, that the Governor General fhould make
a tour through a part of the country, Mr. Haftings, with that
liberality and attention to the arts which has ever charatterized
his condudt, acceded to my requeft, and permitted me to ac-

company him.

| Ox the 25th of June, 1781, therefore, 1 embarked in a

| - budgerow for this expedition. The periodical rains had now



38  TRAVELS IN

4commc.h'f'e‘d‘ ‘and every natural objett prefented a new face,
thh fuch a frefhnefs of verdure, ‘and with fuch vigour and

fulnefs of foliage, that all nature appeared in the utmoft lux-

unance. . From the number of gentlemen who neceflarily at-
tendcd fhc Governor General, ‘the fleet w as \ely large, and
conﬁﬂ:ed of every vanety of the boats of the country, except
thofc which are called burs, and of whlch we met with feve-
x‘ﬁl in our courfe. T hefc \eﬂ'els are large rude barks, the fides
of which are raifed very high, and fewed tooether with the
ﬁbres of the cocoa-nut tree. They have only 2 ﬁngle maft,
thh a large (quare fail; and the bottoms of them are nearly
- f—’?ﬁat; They take i ina great quantlty of water from their fides
an(i bottoms, " whxch compels the crew to employ fome peo-
ple _ontmually in baxhng They are ufed for the carriage of
- tton, and othcr very bulky matcnals, the weight of which
dinno bear any propomon to their fize. Indeed, it would
1mpfa&1cable to. cmploy boats whxch were calculated to

draw 2 any conﬁdcrablc quanuty of Water on this’ m er, as the
%h*vxgan'on is cxtremely dangerdus, from the fands being con-
1ﬁantly ﬁuftmtr ; 1 have known an 1ﬂand four miles in length,

é

ontammg fome vxllages, wholly fvs ept aw ay in one fea-

INDIA. 39

they have in general from twelve to twenty oars. Thefe boats
vary in their fize according to the condition of their owners
fome may be about fixty feet in length, having very high
fterns ; many of them twelve feet from the water’s edge, and
quite tharp at the upper point: in the center they are broad,
having a confiderable bearing in the water, and quite tharp
forward. 'They are fteered with a large paddle or oar, cx-
tending ten fect from the ftern; and there is generally one
maft in the center, on which is hoifted a large {quare fail :
they have likewife a topmaft, on which is a {quare fail for
fine weather. Thefe boats are ill calculated to go near the
wind, and indeed are dangerous, from the great weight abaft ;
they are, however, extremely commodious, having in the cen-
ter a fmall verander, or-open portico, opening by a door into
a handfome room, lighted by a range of windows on each
fide. 'This is the dining or fitting room, within which is a
convenient bed chamber, generally containing a {mall clofet :

the height of the fitting room is ufually from feven to nine

feet.  Befides this boat, a centleman s ufually attended by

two others ; a pulwah, for the accommodation of the kitchen,
and a fmaller boat, a paunchway, which is deftined to con-
vey him cither on fhore or on board, as it frequently hap-

pens that the bud gerow cannot come clofe to the thores, where

he might wifh to land. ‘Thefe boats fail more expeditioufly

than the budgerows ; but the paunchways are ncarly of the
fame general conftruction, with this difference, that the great-
eft breadth is fomewhat farther aft, and the fterns lower: the
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/"puh\ahs are a broad boat and not fo fharp forward or aft as

The Enghfh gendemen have made great im-
y introducing a

* Thefe boats

~ the other- two.
yproxcments on the ‘budgerow in Bengal, b
broad ﬁat ﬂoor, fquare fterns, and broad bows.
‘ ch fafer, fail near and keep their wind, and there is no

dmtr their takmg the ground ; they are, befides,
Anmher

,jff:‘jare mu
";;»>?i)\danger atten
’ calculated . for carrymg a greater quantity of fail.
t:‘?éboat of ‘this country, which is very curioufly’ conftructed,
e oallcd a NIoor—punky : thcfc are very long and narrow,
) »txmes extendmcr td upw 'ards of an hundred fect in length, and
not more than exght feet in breadth they are alw: ays paddled,
'for'netlmes by forty men, and are fteered by a large paddle
ffom the ﬁem, whlch nfes exther in the fhape of a peacock,
:fr'xake, or fome other ammal The perfons employed to
pﬁddlc are dlreéted by a man who ﬁands up, and fometxmes
!hé makes ufc of 2 branch of a plant to direct their motxon's.
1 h one part of the ﬁem isa canopy fupported by pillars, in
b h T featgd ‘the owner and hxs fnends, who partake to-
f lthc;refrcﬂurig breezes of the evenmg Thefe boats
xpenfiv Eowmg to the beautxful decorations of paint-

Whlch are- hxghly varru(hed; and ex-
It was cunous to

c&_ and gﬁt “omanwnts 2
°h1bxt a 1éryéconﬁderable degree of taﬁe.
m obi'éﬁf* the’ perfcé’f ﬁmxlanty in manners between the
§ jf hls ccmntry and the pcople of Otahelte in thefe
he b éafurc boats of thc South fea 1ﬂande;s

fome- -
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ing two veflels together, to prevent overfetting. Like the
boats I am fpeaking of, they are worked by paddles, and are

~ alfo directed by a man holding a branch, who, in common

with the perfon in the Moor-punky, ufes much gefticulation,
and tells his ftory to excite either laughter or exertion. My
former paffage down the river to Calcutta was too rapid to
allow of more obfervation than what related to the general

appearance of the villages and towns on -its banks. The

ftream is ufually calculated to run at the ratc of five miles an

hour ; but the rapxdxty of the flood, during the rainy feafon,
is increafed, and round fome of the points in the river it is
very great, Should it be calm weather when the flood is thus
impetuous, the boatmen endure much fatigue in towing round

thefe points againft the ftream, and particularly {o where the

“banks are very high; and fome of them, in the great river,

“are cqual to the top of the maft of a common budgerow.

AT a fmall diftance above Calcutta is the Danifh {ettle-
ment of Serampoor, where therelis a neat town, which car-

ries on a confiderable trade, Both fides of the river are de-

~ corated with a few houfes belonging to Englifh gentlemen:

at Ghiretty, twenty miles from Calcutta, is a very fine feat,
which, in the year 1781, was inhabited by the family of the
late Sir Eyre Coote, who at that time was fighting the battles

- of his country on the plains of the Carnatic ; where his health

and life fell a facrifice to his great exertions. With an army

- of never more than feven thoufand effcctive men, this expe-
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'7"rxcnccd Gencml kept the whole pow er of Hyder Ally at bay,
' and at all txmcs was fupenor in afhon to the multitudes of
“the enemy, who were fupported by a moft forxmdable train
| vof amllery, and 1mmenfe bodles of cavalry

A LITTLE above thxs 1s the French fetdement of Chan-
d demagorc and the rums of thc fort-evince it to have been -
conﬁderable F hc fort Was deﬁroyed by Commodore Wat-

2 fon m 17 58, m a fever\. aéhon, Whl(‘h was partxcularly dif- A

ﬁftmguxﬂled by the gallantry of Captam Speke, who loft his

ment Near to thIS is the town of Chmfurah the Dutch fet-

; gux[hable at a conﬁderablﬁ dxﬁancc, and has a handfome ap-
earance. It contams feveral good houfes, and a church,

, Chmfurah hes

ur Way to. Cutwa, whlch was

hverdy Cawn, m the face of

f,;yoxi on'the quarter-dcck of hlS own fhip durmg the engage-

emént on the banks of the nver thxs tovm 1s very dxfhn- -

s
.,
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buzar, in which is a factory belonging to the Englith com-

pany, where a commercial refident is conftantly ftationed:
the gentleman then refident was Mr. S. Droz, whofe polite
attentions to me I fhall always remember with pleafure. On
this ifland there is likewife a Dutch faory. At a fhort dif-
tance from Coffimbuzar is the city of Moorfhedabad, where,
at the period of which I am fpeaking, refided Sir John
D’Oyley, then engaged in a political department. ‘The li-
berality and attentions of this gentleman to every perfon tra-
velling this road are well known; and in his houfe, I may
truly fay, reigned the very fpirit of old Englifh hofpitality.
From Moorfhedabad the Hoogly river continues to Sooty,
where is the entrance into the-Ganges. From this place to
Mongheir it is ufual to keep on the weftern fhore, and nearly
all the way to Patna, unlefs a leading breeze from the fouth-
ward and eaftward thould enable the boatmen to fteer as nearly
from point to point as the fhoals will admit. Every where
on either fide of the river there are collections of villages, and

the country is in high cultivation.

Wuen the fleet arrived at the city of Patna the fhores
were lined with people ; the windows in the houfes on the
banks of the river were filled ; even the tops of the buildings
and every wall was crouded ; fo that when the Governor Gene-
ral went on fhore, it was fcarcely poffible to proceed, from
the multitude, which preﬂ"ed on every fide to falute him.

jWhen he had paffed them, all appeared ftruck with the fim-
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phc1ty of hls appearance, ;md his ready and coni’cant attention
-to prevent any injury, to the meaneft individual from the irraf-

cxbxhty of his Chubdars *, or other fervants, who endeavoured
“to Leep them from prefling i in. ‘They could not but contraft

.this appearance and condu& with that of their Nabobs, whom

they h:ld never feen except mounted on lofty elephants, and
ghttenng in fplendor w1th theu: train, followed by the fol-
dxery t keep off the multltude from oHendmg thexr arrogance

ity
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of horror was, the expulfion of the Nabob, who afterwards
drew the late Sujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, into a war

~ with the Englifh, which terminated fo favourably and fo ho-,

nourably to the Britifh chara@er at the battle of Buxar; when

a peace was made, leaving the conquerors in the undifturbed
pofleffion of Bengal, Bahar, and part of Orixa. Meer Cof-

‘fim became afterwards, from his crimes, an outcaft from fo-

ciety, and is reported to have died of want under the walls of
Delhi, being prohibited from entering the city. -

Fron Patna I madc an excurfion inland, ;é;l:)_ou:t five -,c,o'fsv,
to view the mofque of Moonheir, on the river Soane.. “This
building, though not large, is certainly very beautiful = it is
a fquare, with pavilions rifing from the angles ; and in the
center is a majeftic dome, the top of which is finithed by
what the Indian architects call a cullus : the line of the curve
of the dome is not broken, but is continued by an inverted
curve until it finifhes in a crefcent. I cannot but greatly pre-

fer this to the manner inn which all great domes are finifhed

in Europe, by ereCting a fmall building on the top, which,

at the point of conta& with the dome, has a fharp angle.

" 'The outer furface of this dome is ornamented by plantane

leaves cut in ftone, covering the whole; the lines interfedt
each other in great lozenges, and form altogether a beautiful
ornament. ‘The great entrance to the mofque is fimilar to

many of the doors to our large Gothic cathedrals, having co-

. lumns diminithing as it were in perfpe@ive to the inner door,
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Thcre isa large tank belongxng to it; thh feveral buxldmgs;

nﬁng from the water, containing pavxhons. The whole,
howeyer, is much decayed.

at a’ fmall dlf’cance from Patna is Bankepour, where are the
rcﬁdences of the Engldh gentlemen and near to whxch isthe -

nuhtaryf,{’tanon of Dxnapour

FROM Patna I followed the ﬁeet and paﬂ'ed the rnouth of
‘the river Cararrmaﬂ'a, “the bound'lry of Bahar, and on the
./‘dth‘of Auguﬁ arnved at Buxar ThlS is a fort and fmall

Tﬁt rivet Soane falls into the Ganges a little above Patna:
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fountains. In the center of the building is a fpace {ufficient

to contain twenty people,

NEearvy adjoining to this palace is a building for the pur-

- pofe of raifing water for the fountains, and fupplying them

by the means of pipes, which communicate with each other,

" ApouT two miles inland from the river are the remains of
a ferai ; and, nearly adjo‘ining, tombs, built at the fame period
as the palace. 'Thefe buildings are in a fine tafte of Moorifh
archite@ure, and in very good repair. Views of both the
palace and tombs are exhibited to the public in a work which

- I publifhed, containing Views in India.

Fronm Gazif)oor I proceeded to Benares, a diftance of
twenty Englifh miles, and arrived there the day after the

~ Governor General with his fuite.

I FELT a real pleaﬁixc on my arrival at this place, from

being able to contemplate the pure Hindoo manners, arts,

buildings, and cuftoms, undepraved by any intermixture with

- the Mahomedans ; and laid my plans for obferving with the
* utmoft attention whatever came within the {phere of a pain-
 ter’s notice. The unhappy events that immediately fucceeded
) fruftrated, for the préfent, thofe defigns. |

VIVT would give me pleafure to fatisfy the curiofity of the

4
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;rcader concernmfr thc cnrcumﬁances of that war but it would

'be forexgn to the ob_)eét of thefc pages to enter upon a minute |

,detzul d tfue pubhc is already in poﬂ'cﬂ"mn of the great out-
Imc of the fa&s.i Some notcs, however, whxch I made on

the fpot and at the txme may provc not, qwte umntereﬁmg,

and I ﬂatter myfelf 'lel contam fomethmg of orxgmal infor- ~-

vof _thé go;*emcd Fa' $ are’ my ob_]eét and fuch alone as B
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General, and to prevent the exertion of force in fupport of

the Britith authority.

Tue caufe of difagrcement between the Britith government
and the Zemindar of Benares is well known. It is, however,
merely an act of common juftice to ftate, that, during my
whole refidence in India, I never fo much as heard the guilt
and perfidy of Cheyt Sing once called in quefton. It was no-
torious that he was in the intereft of the enemy ; and it was
equally notorious that he with-held, under the moft trifling
and falfe pretences, the afliftance which was demanded of
him, and which by the nature of his treaty he was bound to
fumnifh: in a word, it was notorious to every perfon that he

wanted only a convenient opportunity to withdraw his alle«

giance from the Company.

ArTER feveral letters and meffages had paffed between’
Cheyt Sing and the Govermnor General, the Refident, Mr.
Markam, received orders o put the Rajah under arreft, at
his houfe at Sewalla Gaut on the banks of the river, to
which he quietly fubmitted, without aﬁy appearance of op-
pofition. This was on the 16th; and about one o’clock in
the afternoon we were informed that a large body of the
Rajah’s people had croffed from Ramnagur to the Benares
fide of the river, and had furrounded the Rzijah’s houfe. A
note was at the fame time reccived by the Refident, Mr.
Markham, from Licutenant Staulker, who had been left with
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| .tv}o compames of Ma_;or Popham s grenadxer feapoys as’a’
. guard faymg that the people began to be troublefome. and

V requeﬁmg an 1mmad1ate fupply of ammunition. It was now

 found that fuch dchcacy had been obferved towards the Ra-
Jah in ordcr to prevent any fufpicion being entertained of an
 intention to carry the pumihmcnt farther than was rcally pro-
pofed that the fmpoys mufkets were not loaded, ‘nor had
they (as no fcnous oppoﬁtxon was cxpc&cd) any ammumtlon.
To thls unfoxtunate c1rcumﬂ:ancc may be attributed the un-
1 happy fate of three very gallant officers, Lieutenants Staulker,

z Scott ‘and Sims, and. two complete companies of grenadxer |

oY, not morc than twcnty cfcapmg with thcu' lives, and

anp at Mar ddy ;‘xb'out two cofs (or four mlles) from the |
own,’ to l&d_the remamder of hls people to the affiftance of E
theu ‘fcllow foldlers. , Hxs utmoﬁ cxemons enabled thcm to .
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attacked the Governor General in his then defencelefs fitua-

tion, every perfon with him muft have fallen a facrifice to

their fury,

THE following day every Englifhmfm attended the funeral
of Lieutenants Staulker, Scott, and Sims; and fome time
after a monument to their nﬁemory was raifed over their re-
mains. ‘The gloom that fugceeded was truly melancholy ; the
bufinefs of the city was flopt, and it was deferted by great
numbers of the inhabitants. In paffing through the fireets,
knots of people, all of them armed, were obferved fecretly
confulting. From this fituation we were roufed by an un-
happy affair, rifing from the 111-Judged ambition of Captain
Mayaffer, who commanded the remainder of Major Pop-
‘ham’s detachment at Mirzapoor, on the oppofite fide of the
river, confifting of a battalion of feapoys, and Captain Dox-
at’s corps of chafleurs, reinforced by Captain Blair’s battalion

- of feapoys from Chunar. This officer, contrary to pofitive

orders, led the troops to the attack of Ramnagur, a fort and

~town on the oppofite fide of the river to Benares. The ftreets

of this fown are narrow, and every houfe being built with
ftone, they became each a fortification, which was filled with
the Rajah’s people. 'The confequence of this rath condu&
was, the lofs of Captain Mayaffer, Captain Doxat, thirty-
three of the corps of chaffeurs, two guns, one howitzer, and
one hundred and three men of all denominations. The news

of this check reached us on the 21ft in the morning, and
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s footx fotlt)wcd by advices of the intentions of the rebels |
':‘ make an attack on Benares . that mght . it was therefore
to.

‘ thou ht advxfablc to Ieave thls place of mfecunty for Chunar,
djfance of menty mx]es. T Ins refolutxon was taken at
a .

E fcxzen in the evening;- an d the whole party was clear of the

atural on
" town b)’ half paft eight o dOCk The. confuﬁon i |

-fuch an occaﬁon foon fubﬁdcd and the party, including fer-
: ts &c Wlth the troops, whxch amountcd to about four

t 'undred men, ﬁfely arnved oppoﬁte Chunar in the morm;or
evén'o clock.’ T he mght fortunately tumed out moft fa-

’fout’able

hmd tne the wholc of my baggagc, cxceptmg my drawmgs,
| nd 2 few changes of linen, which' I had thrown into my
laskeen, and ‘which'‘in the confufion of the night I lof

f_‘gh” f u oun my {'etyan

' xtréordmat}t exa,mplc a natwc voluntanly {harmg
c g l H g v

it i?vas hght clear, and’ cool “As the refolutlon
was uddenly taken, T was undcr thc neccﬁity of leaving be- . -

ts ‘on the followmg day In’» .
i “the Berar Vakeel** and hlS' ;

in the dan- ,

:thout a, vxew to hlS own
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handfome and liberal condué of every gentleman in the gar-
rifon of Chunar to thofe who attended the Governor General,
1 feel ftrongly the attentions fhewn me at this time by my
friend Major, now Colonel Gardner, at whofe houfe, during
my ftay at’Chunar, I received every kmd of hofpitality,

THE war was now completely commenced, with great
dxfadvantage on the part of the Englith ; their number {mall,
and befieged in a fort, without provifion to laft 2 month, or
money to pay the few troops, which were already confider-
ably in arrears, owing to the mifconduct of the Rajah, who
had now fixed his ftandard on the fort of Lutteefpoor, in the
jungles*, and who was recruiting his army. The feveral or-
ders that had been fent by the Governor General to the com-
mandmrr ofﬁcers, who were within 2 moderate diftance, to
march to his affiftance, were eithcr cut off by the enemy, or,

from the fears of the meflengers, thefe orders were fecreted,

“and were never heard of afterwards. One of the Hircarrahs +,

however, reached Licutenant Polhil, then at Allahabad, who
1mmedmtely marched with his corps of three hundred and
eighty men, and reached the oppofite thore of Chumar on the

27th.  In the mean time, a perfon in the fervice of Cheyt
'Sing at Jionpoor, on the river Goomty, had collected a body

. * Jungles, clofe woods.

-t lecarrahs are fcrvants, ufed for carrying orders or meflages to any
dnﬂance '

Y

3



54 TRAVELS IN
of two thoufand matchlock men, “and one hundred and fifty

.horf'e, and had takcn poftata {mall fort called Seker, on the
oppoﬁtc ﬁdc of the nver to Chunar. - "This man Lxcutenant

’ -“3Polhxl recelved orders to attack on the following morning,
i whlch oxder he executed w1th fuccefs : he drove the enemy,
and took poﬂ'cﬁ’lon of the' fort, ‘and fecured a confiderable -

,party, for i 1t was now found, from the temper of the people

and the complexmn of the nmeq, that {carcely as much grain.

ould be procured as would fem: the daxly confumptxon of
13& giarnfon. The Rajah’s forcc at this time was faid to be

en"rthoufand ﬁ‘rong, and hls oﬁenﬁble force was daﬂy in.

quannty of gram. _This was a valuable. acquxﬁuon to the
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13th, Effe@ive meafures were then taken to put a final period
to the war, by attacking vigoroufly both the fort of Pateeta
and that of Lutteefpoor, and both attacks happily fucceeded
on the fame day, the Rajah flying from Lutteefpoor to take
fan@uary in his Ttrong hold of Bidjegur. 1 fhould have re-

- marked, that Pateeta lies about four miles north of Chunar,

and Luttcefpoor ten miles beyond, in the fame direction :
Bidjegur is fifty miles from Chunar,

THE cruel and fanguinary difpofition of Cheyt Sing was
manifefted, during his refidence in Lutteefpoor, by an action
of peculiar atrocity. Some wounded men who were taken
prifoners in the camp that was left at Mirzapoor, on the re-
treat of the troops after the unhappy affair of Captain May-
affer, had been conveyed to Lutteefpoor, where they were
detained as prifoners. Upon hearing of the fuccefs of Cap-
tain Blair_’s party, the Rajah ordered the unhappy men to be
bound and carried into the woods, and to be there maffacred
in cold blood. One poor creature only efcaped in a very

mangled condition into Chunar.

Tue fort of Chunar is fituated on the Ganges, near twenty

miles above the city of Benares : it is built on a rock, which

s fortified all round by a wall, and towers at.various diftan-

ces. At that end overlooking the river is fituated the citadel,
which has formerly been ftrong. 'This fort is faid to'be of
the - higheft antiquity, and originally built by the Hindoos.
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V_iIn the cztadcl there is’ an altar, conﬁi‘tmg of a plain black ‘

‘,marble ﬂab on which the tutelary deity of the place is tradi-
'_tmnaHy at all tlmes fuppofed to be fcated excgpt from {un-
vgnfe untII nine o clock in the moming, when he is at Benares,

ifdurmg whlch tlmc, from the fuperftition ot’ the Hindoos, at- '

},tacks may be madc wnth a profpe of fuccefs. In various
‘,“parts of thc fort there are old fculptures of the Hindoo divi-

imtles, now nearly defaced;by tlme.fi There are likewife on

the gates fomc old Perﬁan mfcnptxons, mentioning in whofe

qucncc upon the Ganrres, from its mfuhtegl fituation, pro-
'j}:&mg forwaxds toa Conﬁderable extent, and bemg of confi-

\1

:;Nab‘ciﬁ Sﬁ_}ih ulv Dowlah “hen he Jomcd Meer Cofﬁm and

mgn‘ 'and by whom, tht. fort was r':Paerd and ﬁrengtheued |

15, has alwa) s been conﬁdered as a poft of great confe—;

iderablc"'hexght It Was bef eged by the Enghfh in the war
“carried on;’ dpurmg the ycars 1764 and 1765, againt the late .
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the peacc was fettled with that Prince ; and in 1552, it was
formally ceded by him to the Englifh Eaft-India Company,

" in exchange for the Fort of Allahabad, At this place is kept

the magazine of ammunition and artillery for the Brigade at

Cawnpore,

During my ftay at Chunar, I made feveral drawings of
the Fort, and one of Patecta. As the war was, however,

now concluded, except obtaining pofleflion of Bidjegur (to

‘which place Major Popham proceeded with his whole force),

the whole party returned with the Governor General, through

Ramnagur, to Benares, and arrived there the 28th of Septem-

ber ; after which I had fufficient leifure and opportunity for
my particular and profeflional purfuits.
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- CHAP. IV.

Defeription of Benares— Elegant Fafeade— Hindoo Temples—
D{ﬂértation on the Hindoo, M. oortfh, and Gothic Architeélure.

THE city of Benares being the capital of a large diftrict,
and particularly marked as the feat of the Bramin learning, it
cannot but be confidered as an object of particular curiofity,
more efpecially, fince the fame manners and cuftoms prevail
amongft thefe people at this day, as at the remoteft period
that can be traced in hiftory : and in no inftances of religious
or civil life have they admitted of any innovations from fo-
reigners.  According to univerfal report, this is one of the
moft ancient Hindoo cities ; and if the accounts of their own
antiquity may be depended upon, it is, perhaps, the oldeft in
the world. Major Rennell, howéver, entertains a different
opinion on this fubje&, from its not being mentioned by the
Sy_rian Embaffadors foon after the time of Alexander, and
from -its being unnoticed by Pliny; and I have too great a
- deference for fuch an authority, to be at all inclined to difpute
1t, whatever may be the claims to antiquity which are pre-
ferred in favour of this city. —

It certainly is curious, and highly entertaining to an in-

quifitive mind, toaffociate with a people whofe manners are
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more than three thoufand years old ; and to obferve in them

that attefxtioxi arndkpoli'fhed behaviour which ufually marks the
moft highly cif@lized ftate of chicty.

THE diftance of chres from Cdlcutta, by the neareﬁ
road according to Major Rennell, is 460 miles ; by water,
that diftance is greatly increafed. 'This city, ancxently bore the

-name of Kafi, but at what period it received its prefent name
the pagc of hxﬁory is Glent. It is built on the north fide of
the ruer, which is here \ery broad, and the banks of which

Care very high : from the water, its. appearance is extremely

beautxful the great »anety of the bulldmvs ftrikes the eye;

: and thc wholc: view is much improved by innumerable flights

-of ﬁone ftcps, whxch are either entrances into the feveral tem-

plcs, or to thc: houfes. Several Hmdoo temples greatly em-

belhﬂi the b:mks of the river, and are all afcended to by .

Gauts, or ﬁxghts of ﬁeps fuch as I have already noticed.
Many other pubhc and. pnvatc bulldmgs poflefs alfo confi-
demble magmﬁcence. Several ‘of thefe I have painted, and
fomc on a Iarge fc.de, fuch as I concexvecl the fubjects de-
manded Many buxldmos on’ the banks of the river, iwhich

t‘:ncrz:tc the attentxon, and invite to further obfcrvatxon, prove,

n a more mmut - inv efhganon, to be only embankmcnts to

prcxfcnt the merﬂowmg of. thc uatcr from carrying away the
b nk&at thc fcafon of thc pcnochcal rains, ‘and for fome time

after, v&hcﬁ thc river is hjgh and the current ftrong. - The

moﬁlcmﬁderablc of thefe embankments is called Gelﬁ Gaut

.
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the fplendor and clegance of which, as a building, I was in-

duced to examine, but found, upon afcending the large flight

of fteps from the river, nothing bfihind this beautiful fafcade

but the natural bank, and on the top a planted garden. In
the center of the building, over the river, .is a {quare turrct,
raifed and covered, for the purpofe of enjoying the frethnefs

of the evening air ; and, at the extreme angles, two octagon

pavilions crowned with domes, which have the fame deftina--- ="

tion. Moft of thefe i)uildings have been erected by the chari-
table contributions of the wealthy, for the benefit of the public.

:NEaRrLY in the center of the city is a confiderable Maho-
medan mofque, with two minarets: the height from the
water to the top of the minarets is 232 feet.  This building
was raifed by that moft intolerant and ambitious of human
beings, the Iimperor Aurungzebe, who deftroyed a magnifi-
cent temple of the Hindoos on this fpot, and built the pre-
fent mofque, faid to be of the fame extent and height as the

building he deftroyed.

'Tue freets in the city are narrow, and not kept in fuch
good order as I expeced, from fome Hindoo villages I had
before feen. The houfes are very high; I obferved fome in
which I counted five ftories, each inhabited by different fami-
lics, "The more w&lthy Hindoos, however, live in detached
houfes, with open courts, furrounded by a wall. The heat,

- . 3 .-Q 1 - - . "‘
in this place, is confidered as very great 1n the hot montis,

-
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6t bnly ffdrh its natural ﬁtuatibn but from the houfes being
. all built of frecﬁone, as well as from the narrownefs of the
fireets, which produce double and treble reflections of the

fun’s rays : from the month of March, therefore, to the ufual

fetting in of the rains in the latter end of June, ifs heat muft.

be mto]erable. Lo : ?

SurROUNDING the city are many ruins of buildings, the -

effe@s of Mahomedan intolerance. : One is a large circular
edxﬁcc, having evidently been a Hindoo temple, or part of
one 3 there are fhll veftiges of fome of the ornaments; and
“on one part I.found the Greuan fcroll o

DURING my ftudies at Benares \vhen I was making draw

f’l ;mgs of: fome Bramins, and feveral other perfons who were en- -

f;tcrmg and departing from a ‘temple named Vifs szfha, my
’i‘fattentxon was callcd to the buxldmg itfelf, and the more I re-
‘T':garded it, the more I was- furpnzcd to dxfcover ornaments
upon it which were familiar to my eyes. I then determined
7";,‘0 make a ﬂ{etch of the whole, Wthh I executed, as well as
a inorc complctc drawmg of one of the‘columns ; for on ac-

5 TR o
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is annexed, which was executed from the drawing made upon
the fpot. '

It is certainly curious to obferve moft of the ornamental
parts of Grecian architecture appearing in a building erected
on the plains of Hindoftan. I was indeed much ftruck with
this circumftance, and led to refle¢t upon it fo frequently, that
I was at length tempted to commit to paper a few thoughts on
thefe different ftyles of architeGure, which, in the form of a
pamphlet upon the fubject, was accompanied by two large
plates engraved from piltures, entitled, Views of the Gate
leading to the Tomb of Acbar at Secundii, and the Maufoleum
of the Emperor Shere Shab at Safferam. As the effay accom-
panying thefe plates was printed on a fcale equal to the plates,
and as I have fince found that it could not on that account be
-read with any convenience, I determined to introduce the
fubftance of it in this place, as being immediately connected
with the fubje& which is now before us, and I conceive per-
fe@ly calculated for a work profeffedly dedicated, in fome
meafure, to the hiftory and progrefs of the arts in India.

As I am neither fufficiently qualified, nor willing to lofe
myfelf in the unfathomable, and perhaps impenetrable dark-
nefs of Eaftern antiquities, I fhall not, for the prefent, fay
any thing on the charaeriftic difference of the original Hin-
doo, and the more modern ftyle of Moorith Architecture, in
which all the -great monuments are conftructed ; but I fhall
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confine myfel to a few loofe remarks on the prototypes,” or
firit models of archite&ure, as far as it is'an art both of tafte

and convenience.

Tuat the Grecian Archite&ture comprizes all that is

excellent in the art, I cannot help confidering as a doctrine,
which is in itfelf as erroncous and fervile, as in its confequen-
ces it is deftrutive of every hope of improvement. - Archi-
telture undoubtedly thould, and muft, be adapted to all the

climates and countries which mankind inhabit, and is va-

rioufly, more than any other art, influenced and modified by.

the nature of the climate and "materials’, as well as by the ha-

~bits and purfuits of the inhabitants.

I nave not read Father Ladola’s famous differtation on
the abfurdity of the mifplaced and unprincipled imitation of
Greek architecture ; nor am I in the leaft prejudiced againft
its very eminent beauties and perfections : but why thould we
admire it in an exclufive manner; or, blind to the majefty,
boldnefs, and mat*mﬁcence of the Egyptian, Hindoo, Moonfh
and Gothic, as admlr_able wonders of archite€ture, unmerci-
fully blame and defpife them, becaufe they are more various

in their forms, and not reducible to the precife rules of the

Greek hut, prototype, and column? or becaufe in fmaller
parts, perhaps accideh@lly fimilar, their proportions are dif- -
ferent from thofe to which we are become familiar by habit.
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ALLowING, what muft be allowed, that the Greek co-

lumns, as they are drawn and applied by genius, are the moft

_“beautiful ftone reprefentations of the wooden props or fupports

of their original hut; and that in their general forms, and

each fubordinate part, they are the ne plus ultra of fimplicity,

" ftrength, and clegance ; thall we precipitately determine, that

the whole excellence of architeGture depends on the column
alone, or forget that its great cffect depends rather upon the
great maffes and forms, and upon the fymmetry, firength,

and conveniency ?

Hownv;:R partial I muft feel, from habit and education, to
the Greeks, whofe free and unfettered genius, in a long feries
of ages, improved the orginal hut of a woody country into
the incomparable beauties of a marble temple or palace ; yet I
freely avow that this by no means prevents my entertaining
a fimilar partiality for countries, where different models have
been brought to an equal perfection. The forms of the firft
habitations have differed,-as the refpective countries, climates,
and manners of the builders, and as the nature, abundance,

or {cantinefs of materials have directed.

CavEerns, deep vallies, thaggy over-hanging rocks, hol-
low trees, and the thick impenetrable foliage of the foreft,
have been equally the natural retreat and occafional habitation
of the wild beafts, and of men whom different accidents have
left unacquainted with the comforts of fociety, expofed to
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the inclemencies of the feafons, or to the apprehenfion of
dangers from animals of prey, or the no lefs dangerous ene-
mies of their own fpecies. Men are neither born with tools

to build with, nor can be fuppofed to have intuitively an in- - |
pate idea of any particular form of habitation, fuch as boun-

tiful nature has affigned to the beaver, the fwallow, or the
bee ; but man is born with a native fenfe of his wants, and
with judgement and intelleGtual powers to improve his fitua-

- tion by fuch means as the country affords, and as the climate
* will fuggeft.

Trus far [ can venture to ftate, not ohly from what I have

read but likewife by a ftronger convxéhon, from what I have. -

feen i in the various climates and parts of the world in which

I have beheld mankind, in almoft every ftage of negatlvc orv

: ‘poﬁtxvc cxvxlxzauon. _

A THE hollow trce, ‘and the thick fohage of the foreft, into:
- whxch even ngs of Ithaca and Britain have refired, are fit-.
“ter for occaﬁonal than for permancnt refidence. They appear
~’icv1dently imitated i m the ‘wigwams of the torpid, wretched,
U unfettled Pecherals on the frozen coaft of Terra del Fuego ;.
of the cqually 1ndependent but not more fortunate New Hol-
"ﬁ%landers, ina mﬂdcrﬁ clxmate, and of the morc c1v1hzed and.

- fagicious huntmg‘favages of - North Amencaﬁ

u:\g

nearly 'the'; farﬁe evexy iyliéie-as toform,/ -
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differ in various countries only in the nature of the materials
they are built with, fuch as the boughs of trees, fhrubs,
creeping' plants, reeds, fods, and grafs, Now, if any of thefe
wandering families of hunters and fifhermen fhould become
ftationary, or form into larger focieties, they would foon be
difpofed to give to their habitations as much durability and
conveniency as their climates, materials, and manner of life
would admit of ; nor is it probable they would lofe fight of
their prototype, the wigwam, or materially deviate from it
in the external form of their more capacious erection.. For
conftant refidence, thefe would be improved into the various
thatches and huts which I have feen in the South-fea Iflands,
and which the Negroes on the Coaft of Guinea, and the
Hottentots, inhabit ; high and low, circular or {quare, open
at all fides, inclofed with palifades, matting, or wicker-work,
hurdles, lattice, or mud walls. T hey will raife them on piles
above the ground, and, as it were, fufpend them in the air,
in countries where the dampnefs of the foil, or fudden inun-

dations, would endanger their lives and property ; as on the

. banks of the Marannon, or Oroonoko, in Guinea, and in the

inland parts of Surinam : they will keep them low, and, as
it were, .fink them under ground, in colder climates, where
heavy blafts of wind and fnow teach them fuch methods of
{clf-defence. Wandering nations, of herdfmen, fitherimen,
and warriors, fuch as the Arabs, Calmucks, Monguls, Ton-
quefees, Tartars, E{fquimeaux, Greenlanders, Laplanders, Sa-

mojedes, and Oftiacks, find in the fkins of their cattle, of *

K 2
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their flocks, and of their fithes, materials; and in their ca-
mels, horfes, bullocks, and fithing boats, coﬁveyances of
portable huts, and imitations of their original wigwams, huts
and tents, which in thape will differ more or lefs, according

to the different materials they are made of. We find them of

{eal and rem-deer {kins in the north, of hides, felt, or mat-
ting ; in Arabia or Tartary, in the form of cones, with fquare
roofs, and open or fhut at the fides.

Tue different habitations will retain more or lefs of their
primitive form in proportion as the different builders remain
independent and unmixed, unconneéted, and in the fame ftate
and culture; and as habit reconciles the Human mind to almoft
cvery thmg, each of thefe nations or tribes will regard their
primitive habitations with the fame eye of partiality as they
* are prejudiced in favour of their refpective” countries; but
~ when increafing opulence ambition, or fuccefsful opprefﬁon,
create artificial wants, and the great look for more convenience
and diftin&ion, the national primitive hut or tent will be en-
 larged, and embellithed with what is coftly among them.
| When emigrations to foreign countries take place, their pro-

- totype iv'ill follow the colonift; and genius will at laft ftretch ~

and improve it to the laﬂ: degree of perfeétxon of ‘which it is
: capable {What this is, or may be in-architeGure, we f{ee

- R with admuatxon exemplified in the old Greek and Roman ar- -
o -f‘ehlte&ure, thch is the thatched wooden hut, metamorpofed ‘
o by geruus mto a marble edxﬁce, and yet expreﬁ'mg xts ormnal
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parts in fuch proportions as are confiftent with the nature of
ftone and marble. Agrecably to the fame principle, the moft
elegant Chinefe buildings are evidently imitations of the tent
made of bamboo, where ftrength and flender tapering form
admit of higher proportions and wider intercolumniations,
and muft, of courfe, make the Greek marble column and its
narrow intercolumniation appear heavy in comparifon with
the Chinefe. 'The Chinefe idea of the beauties of their archi-
teCture muft differ from that of the Greeks, and the Greek
rule of architeGtural beauty cannot reafonably be applied to
the principle and materials of Chinefe buildings. How far
all the above prototypes of buildings are improveable, muft

be left to the future exertions of genius.

- THE oblor{g and tapering huts of the people of Eafter Ifland
in the Southern Ocean, are hardly improveable in that country,
which is almoft deftitute of timber. An alive people, fuch
as its former inhabitants feem to have been, might, indeed,
imitate them in ftone ; but would thefe huts fuggeft any idea
but that of ribbed oblong arches, tapering on every fide?
Even the fimple wigwam will, under the influence of fortu-

nate circumftances, be adored by genius with all the pomp

~of Flora; therofe, the vine, the honey-fuckle, and the gourd,

will be entwined ; they will be formed into cool and fhady

bowers, like thofe which the glowing imagination of Milton

_ afligned to our firft parents in the Garden of Eden.
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" TaE cavern and grotto, by nature fitted for the fafe retreat

and habitation of man, has in itfelf many advantages: in par- -

ticular, a folidity and durability, which art has never been able
fuccefsfully toimitate : its impenetrable fides and external form

are the mountain itfelf,

WHEN airy, fpacious, and lofty w\ith'i‘ﬁ‘, on arifing ground,

commanding an extenfive profpect and a fpring, on the banks
of rivers, or in the cliffs on the fea thore, how defirable in a
burning climate ! impenetrable to wind and weather, how ac-
ceptable in cold climates, which are deprivéd_ of timber! Let

us have a nearer view of its gloomy receffes.

‘Tuey are indifcriminately found in every climate ; but in
mountainous countries only, in which, as the Swifs philofo-
phers tell us, with a particular complacency to themfelves,
fagacity fooner ripens into genius, and in which the materials
for building artificial mountains and caves are obvious at every:
ftep. Violence and fuperior force would foon take pofleflion
of thofe which are fitteft for habitation and fafety. The

bones and remains of the largeﬁ and fierceft wild beafts, fuch -

as the c]ephant rhmoceros, lion, txger bear, and wolf, for-

mcrly the lords of the wxldemcfs, are ftill found in many of .

thcm, and confhtute fo many proofs of their exclufive poflef-

fion Is it to be wondered at, that the ﬂouteﬂ: fierceft, and .
crafucﬁ amongﬂ: the lords of the w hole creatlon, fhould alfo, :

i
-

W e
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have Jaid hold and kept fimilar poffeflion of them from the:

. remoteft antiquity ?

A coop cavern was then a fuperb palace: under certain
eircumftances it is {fo ftill. If thefe great men, or ufurpers,.
became afterwards objects of fuperftitious adoration, or if
they have themfelves been the framers of any fyftem of fuper-
ftition, then we fhall no longer be at a lofs to account for the
almoft univerfal tradition which chara&erifes rocks and ca-
verns as the haunts and facred habitations of the Gods; and
in confequence of which the form and gloom of fuch caverns
have been univerfally imitated in the oldeft temples. Their
external form and appearance is the {piry rock, the towering
eliff, and the mountain in its immenfe extent: How various !
how giahd ! Their inner form, their breaks, and mafles, how
infinitely more various, grand, and majeftic, than any thing
which the poor wigwam, and its moft ingenjous imitations,
ean fuggeft or boaft of, which, compared to them, dwindle
nto nbthing ; their wonderful variety, their fhape, their ftruc-
ture, combination of parts, and natural ornaments, depend
partly on the difference of the caufes and circumftances under
which they have been formed, and on the nature of the moun-.
tains in which they are found. ‘The Granite, which forms
the higheft maffes of the oldeft mountains, affect particular
forms, and difplays a mixture of parts, which are either not
found, or are lefs difcernible in other rocks, fuch as glittering

or gold-coloured mica, chryftal, and a more or lefs hardened

1
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bafis, in which thefe are wrapped up and confined. It is

found, evidently ftratified, in uncouth beds of immenfe ex-
tent, vaﬁouﬂy inclined, which furnifhes folid mafres of al-:

moft every ﬁzcu and dimenfion.

THE lar ge{’c obeh{ks of Egypt have been hewn out of them.
When fhattered of broken by the irrefiftible fhock of earth-
quakes, the impetuofity of torrents, when wom by the cur-

“rent of rivers, or corroded or mouldered by the {lower action

of froft, wind, and weather, the horrid crufh and downfall

of mountains prefents the granite blocks and firata in their ,

rude unwieldy immenfity, wildly piled upon each other, fq
as to form, accidentally, huts and caverns beneath. In the
fame manner, they appear naked and laid bare on the wea-

| ther-bcaten tops and prominences of the higheft mountains.

: THE Aifures aﬁd‘diviﬁons of the mafles appear in various
rvdire&ions; 'agféeably to the force which has acted upon them ;
‘and in fome cafes they are wonderfully equxpmfed and ba-

‘.lanccd upon each other ‘

| I HAVE been mformcd by an mgemous a.nd lcamed friend
ﬁ of mlne, well acquamted w1th the natural hiftory of Corn-,
wall, that we need not go to Upper Egypt or the Alps for the”:
Q'{“:ﬁudy of gramte mountams 5 the Wholc fouth w eﬁerly end of B
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moteft cliffs and rocks of the Scilly Iflands, is more or lefs

a mafs of granite, almoft every where interfected by metallic

" veins ; that this chiefly appears in St. Michael’s Mount, in

Mount’s Bay, on the fouth coaft; that fome metallic veins or

lodes, in the high towering cliffs on the north coaft, corroded

. and decompofed by the furious battering of the fea, have left

ftupendous caverns and excavations, of which he mentions
one in Wicka Cove, between St. Ives and St. Juft, as pérti-
cularly grand, and worthy the infpection of the artift, as
well as of the natural hiftorian.

In calcareous, moftly ftratified mountains, caverns are more

- various and common: befides the accidental caves produced

by the giving way and tumbling down of mountainous maf-
fes, and the decompofition of metallic and other lodes, more
extenfive and fingular cxcavatiohs are found in them, evident- -
ly produced by earthquakes, or byvthe decompofition of parts
of the rocky mafles, or of the ftratified rock falt, which they
furrounded and covered. Such are, I am informed, among
maﬁy others, the caverns near Chudleigh and Plymouth, in
Devonthire, and thofe which are fo juftly famous near Caftle
ton and Buxton, in Derbyfhire. In thefe laft we behold the
undeniable prototype of the lofty femicircular dome, and of
the arched vault, of which the hut of the Grecians could not
fuggeft the idea. - I defcribe them, from the accurate obfer-
vations of the above-mentioned ingenious gentleman, as won-

derfully regular, and as large conical excavations in the roof

-
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of thefe caverns, which examined by the light of torches ap-
peared to refemble fo many femicircular or parabolical cupolas,

or, to ufe a lefs dignified comparifon, fo many immenfe bells.

- The cavems in calcareous, or more modern adventitious moun-

 tains, thew in their walls, befides the texture and ftratifica-
tion, petnﬁed marine, or other bodies, which are never found
“in gramte or fimilar filicious ftones; a wonderful variety of

- glittering fpar cryftals; and, in particular, incruftrations of

fnow-white fpar or ftalactite, which either form undulated-

* hangings on their fides, or icicles dripping from their roofs in

“the fhape of columns, plllars, &e. Thefe arc the peculiar .

glories and features of the grotto of Antiparos. I pafs over

- the caverns in flate and loofer gnt-ﬁone, to' dwell one mﬁzmt‘

Tonger on thofe which are produced by volcanic eruptxon!,

and chxeﬁy by the contraction of cooling lavas. They totally

 differ i in form and. features from the preceding : - the forms
| which’ thefe affume will refcmble the apertures and bubbles

‘ "‘,’whxch are found in other fcorla “Somte of them which are

' “found in Iceland will hold” numerous flocks of fheep ; they
“are fpread hundrcds of fathoms m varlous branches under
ground and bavc ferved formerly as ftrong holds and habita-

' txons to thc ruftic heroes and warriors, whofe names are high-

= :-; ly celebrated in tbe tradmonal hlﬁory and fongs of that-coun-
" try Fmgal s famous and magmﬁcent grotto is large ftratum
k.‘;;of columnar bafaltes, m the 1ﬂe of Staffa, though probably j
Jt nevcr Was ﬁt for. habltatlon, and ihll lefs What fome phxlo.

W fophcrs have fuppofed xt to be the prototype of the column
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'That caverns in the loofer chalk, grit-ftone, and beds of har-
dened volcanic athes, or tufa, are exceedingly improveable ;
and that caverns have been inhabited and varioufly improved,
is, I think, undeniably evident, from what we fee and read
in the monuments and antiquities of every part of the world,

and particularly from the immenfe excavated works in the

Aiﬂand of Salfette, on the coaft of Malabar, and many others.

Tue eafy tafk of fpecific hiftorical proof I muft leave to

others ; and requeft my readers juft to confider, that when

enlarged and improved natural caverns in rocks and moun-
tains became infufficient to the increafing numbers of men
and families, their improvement and enlargement, whatever

it might have been, muft naturally bring on imitations of

their forms, by artificial excavations of rocks, or artificial .

grottos, caverns, and catacombs, by the piling up of loofe -

and moveable natural ftones; and, laftly, by the compofi-
tion of brick, or other artificial imitations of natural ftones,
which of courfe would produce walls, huts, and houfes of

ftone, mud, or brick, and nearly of- the fame form.

ONE natural inference may and ought to be drawn from
what has been faid, that the feveral fpecies of ftone buildings,
which have been brought more or lefs to perfection, (I mean

the Egyptian, Hindoo, Moorith, and Gothic architecture)

inftead of being‘c_of)ics of each other, are actually and eflen-

tially the fame; the {fpontaneous produce of genius in diffe-
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rent countries ; the neceflary effects of fimilar neceflity and
materials ; older and younger brothers and fifters of the fame

family, conceived, brought up, and bred to more or lefs gran-

deur, elegance and perfe@ion, in the Egyptian, Hindoo, and

other artificial grottos and caverns. 'The pyramid, the obelifk,

the {pire fteeple and minaret, are evidently bold, ftupendous
imitations of the romantic forms of {piry, towering rocks,

which the imitators of humble huts never prefumed to at-

tempt. 'The flat-roof hundred-pillared Egyptian temple, the

Indian pagoda, and choultry; are as evident copies of the nu-

~ merous caverns, cool grottos, and excavations in the rocky
banks of the Nile in Upper Egypt, and inthe ifland of Ele-
- phanta and Salfette near Bombay. GloOm.and"d_arknefs are
common aif\d'deﬁrable to both; for Fancy works beft when
. involved iﬁ'the Vcil of obfcurity “'The arched vault and lofty

* dome was not fuggeﬁed to the Egyptians and oldeft Hindoos

: by the grotto and facred caverns in granite mountains ; they -

o are the natural’ forms of oth:r caverns, and mlpartlculAar the
- boaft, the ftrength, and glory of more moderh Moorith and

- Gothic temples. If the fingle or grouped pillars, in many = -
~ of the props and fupports of art1ﬁc1al caverns, fhould appear -
o heavy, they muﬁ bc regarded as havmg been originally props

o mountams ! and fuch would be retained in common ufe,

| till expcnence found out eafier and more pleafing proportxons
S, and txll afpmng gemus, at the fi ght of dlry and lofty cawems,

}_dared to glve them hghtnefs, and all the fancnful forms and
“;_i’,,_i_graces’of‘thc Gothxc ﬁylc Pt i f'
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Sucu are my fentiments on the origin of thefe different
modes of architeCture. The Grecian confefledly was fug-
gefted by the primitive form of a rural hut in a champaign
woody country ; and the Oriental and Gothic I conceive has
derived its form and its ornaments from thofe furprizing ex-
cavations which are found in rocky and mountainous regions.
In India thefe heterogeneous fpecies of building are feldom
found combined ; and I mention the inftance which gave rife
to this difcuffion as very fingular indeed. By what means
this unnatural union has taken place it is impoffible to deter-
mine ; and conjecture would only lead us aftray from the ob-

je@ of thefe pages, which is a narrative and defcription of
facts. |

e o, e e
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CHAP. V.

Ceremony of Widows devoting themfelves on the Funeral Pile of
therr Huyfbands— Minute Defeription of the Performance of
. that borrid Sacrifice— Journey to Bidjegur— Defcription of
the Fort, @Gc.— Arrival at Bauglepoor—The Author ac-
companies Mr. Cleveland through a Part of bis Diftrici—
Excellent Conduct of Mr. Cleveland in civilizing the Moun-

tameers— Curious Sacrifice.

WHILE I was purfuing my profeflional labours in Be-
nares, I received information of a ceremony which was to
take place on the banks of ‘the river, and which greatly ex-
cited my curiofity. I had often read and repeatedly heard of
“that moft horrid cuftom amongft, perhaps, the moft mild
and gentle of the human race, the Hindoos ; the facrifice of
the wife on the death of the hufband, and that by 2 means
from which nature feems to fhrink with the utmoft abhor-
rence, by burmning. ' Many inftances of this practice have
been given by travellers ; thofe whom I have met with only
mention it as taking place among the higheft claffes of fo-
ciety, whofe vanity united with fuperflitious prejudices might
have dictated the circumftance ; and I confefs I could not en-
tertain any other ideas; when I obferved the theatrical parade

that feemed to attend it. Mr. Holwell, in his curious work
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entitled Hiftorical Events relative to India, thus account; for
this more than inhuman pracice: ** At the demife of the
mortal part of the Hindoo great Jaw-giver and prophet, Bra-
mah, his wives, inconfolable for his lofs, refolved not to fur-
vive him, and offered themfelves voluntary vitims on his
funeral pile. The wives of the chief Rajahs, the firft offi-

cers of the flate, being unwilling to have it thought that.
they were deficient in fidelity and aﬁe&ion, followed the he-
roic example fet them by the wives of Bramah. The Bra-

mins, a tribe then newly eftablithed by their great legiflator,
pronounced and declared, that the fpirits of thofe heroines
immediateljr ceafed from their tranfmigrations, aﬁd had en-
tered the firft boboon of purification : it followed, that their
wives claimed a right of making the fame facrifice of their
mortal forms to God, and the manes of their deceafed huf-
bands. = The wives of every Hindoo caught the enthufiaftic
(now pious) flame. Thus the heroic alts of a few women
brought about a general cuftom. The Bramins had given it

the ftamp of religion, and inftituted the forms and ceremo-

nials that were to accompany the facrifice, fubject to reftric- -

tion, which leave it a voluntary act of glory, piety,. and for-
titude.” 'The author proceeds to ftate expreflly, that he has
been prefent at many of thefe facrifices, and pamcularly and
~ minutely records one that happencd on the 4th of February,
| 1742-3, near to Coﬁimbuzar of a youm widow between

feventeen and exghteen years of age, leaving at fo early an
age three chxldrcn, two boys, and a girk; the eldeﬁ hc men- .
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tions as not then being four years of age. This infatuated

. heroine was ftrongly urged to live, for the future care of her

infants ; but notwithftanding this, though the agonies of death

were painted to her in the ftrongeft and moft lively terms, fhe,

with a calm and refolved countenance, put her finger into the
fire, and held it there a confiderable time; fhe then with one
hand put fire in the palm of the other, fprinkled incenfe on it,
and fumigated the Bramins. She was then given to under-
ftand, by fome of her fricnds, that fhe would not be permit-
ted to burn herfelf, and this intimation appeared to give her
deep affli¢tion for a few moments; after which fthe refolutely

~ replied, that death Was in her own power, and that if fhe was

not allowed to burn, according to the principles of her caft,
fhe would ftarve herfelf. Her friends, finding her thus pe-
remptory, were obliged at Jaft to confent to the dreadful facri-
fice of this lady, who was of high rank. The perfon whom
I faw was of the Bhyfe (merchant) tribe or caft; a clafs of

~ people we fhould naturally fuppofe exempt from the high and

impetuous prlde of rank, and in whom the natural defire to
preferve life thould in general predominate, undiverted from
its propér courfe by a profpect of pofthumous fame. I mqy
add, that thefe motives are greatly ftrengthened by the exemp-
tion of this clafs from that infamy with which the refufal is

" Inev 1tably branded i in thelr fuperiors. - Upon my repairing to

the fpot;, on the banks of the river, where the ceremony was

. “to take place, : I found the body of the man on a bier, and co-
vered with linen, already brought down and laid at the edge
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of the river. At this time, about ten in the morning, only a2
\few people were. affernbled, who appeared deﬁxtute of feeling
- at the cataﬁrophe that was to take place ; Imay even fay that
they dxfplayed the moft perfe& apathy and indifference.  Af-
K ter wi altmg a conﬁderable time the wife appeared, attended by
the’ Bra.mms, and mufic, with fome few relations. - ‘The pro-
cefﬁon was ﬂow and folemn ; the vi&tim moved wnh a fteady
5 and firm. ﬁep, ‘and, apparently with a perfe& compofure of
:=countenance, approached clofe to the ‘body of her hufband,
~ where for fome time they halted She then addreﬂ'ed thofe who
were near her mth compofure, and Wlthout the leaft trepida-
tion of voxce or change of countenance. - She held in her Ieft /
;}i_;hand a cocoa nut m whlch was a rcd colour. leCd up, and
'.j"’_dxppmg m it “the fore-ﬁnger of, her nght hand, ~the marked
7»:f-jthofe near. her, to whom ihe w1ﬂ1ed to: fhew the laft a&t of
‘attentxon. “As at thxs txme I ftood clofe to her, the obferved

IS RN

me attentxvely, vand Wxth the colour marked me on the fore-
hmd She mlght be about twenty-four or ﬁve yw.rs of age,
hme_f 11fe when the bloom of beauty has generally fled
s ‘the cheek_x ?‘Indxa but {hll fhe preferved a fuﬂiment fhare to

e ifhe muﬁ have been handfome her ﬁgure was

et elegantly tumed and the form of her hands and -
h’pamcularly beautxful " Her drefs was a loofe robe o
awing 'drapery, that extended from her head to the

, ‘more “from the fpot where wev'_:
1é was compofed of dned branches, Iea{reb,j ”

'facnﬁce Was hxgher up on the bank df -
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and ruthes, with a door on one fide, and arched and covered
on the ‘top: by the fide of the door ftood a man with a light-
ed brand. From the time the woman appeared to the taking
up of the body to convey it into the pile, might occupy a
fpace of half an hour, which was cmployed in prayer with
the Bramins, in attentions to thofe who ftood near her, and
converfation with her relations. When the body was taken
up fhe followed clofe to it, attended by the chief Bramin;
and when it was depofited in the pile, the bowed to all around
her, and entered without fpeaking. " The moment {he enter-
-ed, the door was clofed ; the fire was put to the combuftibles,
which inftantly flamed, and immenfe quantities of dried wood
and other matters were thrown upon it. This laft part of the
ceremony was accompanied with the thouts of the multitude,
who now became numerous, and the whole feemed a mafs of
confufed rejoicinw; For my part I felt myfelf actuated by
very different fentiments : the event that T had been witnefs to
was fuch, that the minuteft circumftance attending it could
not be erafed from my memory; and when the melancholy
‘which ha‘d overwhelmed me was fomewhat abated, I made a
drawing of the fubje@, and from a picture fince painted the

annexed plate was engraved.

In other parts of India, as the Camatic, this dreadful cuf-
tom is ‘accompanied in the execution of it with ftill greater
horror. It is afferted, that they dig a pit, in which is depo-

fited a large quantity of combuftible matter, which is fet on
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fire, and the body bemg let down, the vi&im throws herfelf
into the flaming mafs. In other places a pile is raifed ex.
tremely high, and. the body with the wife is placed upon it,
-and the whole is fet on fire. Whatever is the means, reafon
and nature {o revolt at the idea, that, were it not a well-known
and well-authenttcated circumftance, it would hardly obtain
credit.  In truth, I cannot but confefs, “that fome degree of
~ incredulity was mingled with curiofity on this occaﬁon and
the defire of afcertammg fo extraordmary a faét was my -
greateﬂ: mducement to bea fpe&ator ‘

THE war which ha,d commenced in this provmce in Auguﬁ"
was not compleatly finithed by. the month of O&ober, ‘al-
though the Rajah had left the country, and Jomed the army

of the Mahrattas under MadaJee Scindia.  The ftrong fortrefs
of Bidjegur yet held out againt the troops commanded by

~ Major Popham 3 ‘and T was happy to receive. the commands

* of Mr. Haftings to proceed to Bxdjegur to make drawmgs of
* that, and of the fort of VLutteefpoor on the roatd :

.. AFTER pafﬁng the open country, (the cultxvatxon of which
| Ahad fuffered but i ina fmall degree from the recent dtf’curbances)
the traveller enters the Jungles or Woods, ‘which furround the

fort of Lutteefpoor The Woods are chxeﬂy compofed of

'?Bamboos, Wthh come clofe to the walls of the. fort .and are
;fo very thlck as’ m fome parts to be 1mpenetrab]e The fort is
bmlt of ﬁone, thh the walls ﬂanked wnh round tou ers, and is
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in a.ruinous ftate, T'wo miles from the fort of Lutteefpoor is a

‘high and difficult rocky pafs, at the top of which the country

continues level and flat, until nearly within three or four miles of
Bidjegur, when it finks, and there appears a natural fofle fur-
rounding the extremity of the mountains, and the view is ter-
minated in a low, fwampy country, which, in the time of
the rains, is overflowed. Between Lutteefpoor and Bidjegur.
are confiderable woods, intermixed with cultivated ground,
and a few villages. Bidjegur is fifty miles from Benares, and
the fort is feated on the top of a high mountain, covered from
its bafe to its fummit with wood. This is the laft of a long
range of mountains, which, at this place, rudely decline to
the plain.  Here I enjoyed an opportunity which falls to the
lot of but few profeflional men in my line; I mean that of
obferving the military operations of a fiege. ‘The camp was
formed nearly four'miles from the fort: there was, however,
a rock about the héight of the top of the mountains, and
within gun fhot, commanding one face of the fort, which
was {quare, From this flation the walls were battered ; and,
after a pracicable breach was made, the garrifon thought fit
to furrender. . In the garrifon‘were found the mother and
other female rela(tives\of Cheyt Sing, to whom every dclicate
attention was paid. - A view of Bidjegur, taken on the fpot,
is fubjoined. . ]

Soow after Bidjegur was taken, preparations were made
for the departure of the party attending the Governor Gene-
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ral ; and towards the end of December we failed; and arrived
at Bauglepoor early in January, 1782. As at this place it
was my intention to remain for fome time, I took my leave
for the prefent of the gentlemen attending the Governor Ge-

neral, who, in the fpace of two months out of the fix fince

- we had left Calcutta, had been witnefs to a revolt that had.

.nearly {haken the Britith power in India to its bafe; but, by

the vigorous exertions of the officers, feconded b)} the cou-

rage and perfeverance of the troops, under a well regulated
- plan for the recovery of the power of the Eaft-India Com-

“pany, every thing terminated in a manner that ferved to im-

prefs the powers then at war with the Englifh with the moft
‘ formidable oplmon of the vigour and energy of the Britith
governmenf. “The condu¢t and gallantry of both officers and
troops, in the hour of their utmoft diftrefs, were not im'};roba-
bly 2 means of facilitating the permanent peace with the Mah-
‘ratta powers, and particularly with Madajec Scindia, which

¥

1mmedlately follow ed.

Soon after the departurc of the genlemen with the Go-
vernor General, about the end of January, Mr. Cleveland pro-
pofed to me to accompany him through a part of the diftrict

into the hxlls, to which I readlly acceded ; and early in Fe-.

bruary we fet out on a tour through a part of the country cal-

led the Jungle Terry, f.o the }Weﬁward of Bauglepoor. This -

interior part of the country confifts of much wood, intermix-
- ed thh culuvated ground and, many vxhages, chxcﬂy mhabx-
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ted by hufbandmen. Among others, I could not but notice
the village of Barkope, adjacent to which are many hills, ri-
fing almoft to the confequence of mountains, and every one
of them is infulated by the plain country. The appearance
of this part of the country is very fingular, having immenfe
mafles of ftone piled one on another ; from the interftices of
which grew very large timber trees, in fome places overfha-
dowing the whole of the rocks : the trees are of various kinds.
In many of thefe rocks I found the teek, a timber remarkable
for its hardnefs and fize; and this accompanied with the
mango, no lefs remarkable for its foftnefs, and which pro-
duces the fine fruit of that name. The tamarind and other
trees are alfo produced here. On fome of the higheft of thefe
hills I obferved durgaws., or burial places, with little chapels
annexed, belonging to the Muffulmans.

Ix the courfe of our journey, Mr. Cleveland received an

. invitation from fome principal hill chiefs, to the ceremony of

an annual facrifice, which he accepted ; and after the bufinefs
was executed which brought him into this part of his diftri¢t,
we proceeded to the village on the mountain where the cere-
mony was to take place. The people from whom Mr. Cleve-
land had received the invitation refide in a range of hills which
lie to the fouth and to the weftward of Bauglepoor, extending
fouth to the back of Rajemahel. It has been conjectured by
fome (how well founded I know not) that this people are the

aboriginal natives of the country. ‘They have manners cer-
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tétinly ‘diﬁ'ereht from the Hindoos, being neither divided into .

cafts nor mbes and eating of every fpecies of provifion which
the followers of Bramah canniot, as they are limited in this
article accordmg to their caﬁ As it is extremely difficult to

| decide on the claims ‘of dlfferent tribes to antiquity, I could
not help fufpecting that thefe may have been formerly no other
than the outcafts from the Hindoo tribes, who after having

. been driven out, formed themfelves into fociety, and taking

poft in the more mountainous parts, to prevent being fur-
prlzed have occafionally iffued to commit depredations on
_ the defencelefs people in the plams On this account, indeed,
they became fo forrmdable, that the Hmdoo, Moorxfh -and
afterwards the Engleh gov ernments, have at all txmes been un-

der the necefﬁty of ftationing troops to check their inrpads.
’ﬁ.'kae thofe of alI other favages, thelr mcurf' lons have been merely :
J;predatory, and what they fexze 1s by furpnze They gene-
rally entered the wvillages at mght ‘and, murdermg the huf-

: b:mdmen, drove oﬁ' the cattle, and then fecured themfehes in
'.;theu faﬁneffes n | the hllls As they were only armed with

1;bows and arrows and a fabre, they were unable exther to at-
: ta,Ck or to w1thﬁand regular troops Wxth ﬁre arms By lymg_'

in W Tike 2 tyger in the woods, they frequently cut off the

ifohtary :traveller, or. ﬁragglers from pames whxch had been
',;‘Nent to chaﬁxfethem—-—nor could they, atany tune be mduced to,g .
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fuggefted a plan, which a fhort time afterwards was carried

‘into effeé with the happieft fuccefs.

It was the humanity of that gentleman, added to the de-
fire of improving the revenue of this part of his diftrict for
the Company’s benefit, that induced him to venture into the
hills, alone and unarmed, where he convened fome of the
principal Chiefs ; and after the fulleft affurance of his moft
peaceable intentions and good-will towards them, he invited
them to vifit him at his refidence at Bauglepoor. The con-
fidence which he manifefted in their honour, by trufting to
it for his perfonal fafety, effeCtually gained their efteem, and
fome time after a deputation of their Chiefs waited on him.

By a variety of attentions, by little prefents, and aéts of

* perfonal kindnefs, he fo fubdued their ferocious fpirits, that

they promifed to defift entirely from their ufual depredations ;
and returning to their families and their people, the whole
body became earneft to be perfonally introduced to this hu-
mane and benevolent ftranger. Mr. Cleveland had by this
time digef’ted his plan, which he brought forwards by degrees,
and whatever he propofed they inﬁzintly agreed to. He fent
prefents to their wives, and wherever he faw he careffed their
chxldren decorating t}‘em with beads ; and to their Chxefs he
prefented medals, as a mark of his friendfhip, and as a re-
ward for their improving civilization. At length, when he
found them prepared for the accomplithment of his plan, he
ordered cloaths to be made, like thofe of the € Ceapoys in the
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Company 5 fervxce for a-few, ‘hé furn1ﬂ1ed them' w1th fire-
locks, and they became refrularly dnll’d --Vain of their newly
. acquxred knowledge, thefe ncw foldlers foon 1mparted the en-
thufiafin to the reﬁ of the. natxon, Who cameﬁly petmoned
for the fame dxﬁméhon.‘ Thus, at thcxr own requeft, a bat.
| talion was formed for the prefervanon of. good order, and in
lefs than two years, ‘he had a fine corps of thefe peop]e em-

bodled “for the cxprefs purpofe of prefervmg from i injury the -
very country- that had . for centunes before been the fcene: of |

ithcs:u' dcpredatlons. , A camp was formed for,a corps of a
‘thoufand men, three mxles from Bauglepoor, where their fa-
:.f?rmhes "reﬁded w:th them, and where ftrict’ mlhtary dlfaphne
wgg obferved " Thus. the 1ngenu1ty, “addrefs, and humamty
: of one man eﬂ'e&cd, m the fpace of htt]e more. than two

\and travellmg through the flat |
er’swe cntercd the hxils, Whlch

: _ INDIA. g

in many places, the extreme fteepnefs of the hills, occafioned
confiderable fatigue. On the fecond day of our journey, we
arrived at the village on the hill, where the ceremony was to
take place : here Mr. Cleveland was received with every mark
of refpet and affection by the chiefs who were already affem-
bled, and even the women and the children contended who
fhiould be the moft forward in exprefling their regard.

Tury had built a {fmall open hut in the village, purpofely
for his reception, and the following morning every perfon in
the neighbourhood was colle@ed to be prefent at the annual

facrifice,

THE ceremony took place about nine o’clock. Before a
{mall hut, and about fix feet from the ground, was raifed a
kind of altar made of bamboos. The grand facrifice was pre-
ceded by the decolation of a kid and a cock, the heads of which

~ were thrown upon the altar, and there remained : little atten-

tion however was paid to this part of the ceremony by any of

~ the party prefent. An hour or more afterwards, we were ap-

prifed that the principal rite was about to be performed, and
we repaired in confequence, without lofs of time, to the place

of rendezvous,

Tue people had purchafed a fine large buffaloe, which

- they had fattened, and were now dragging with ropes, by
~ the homs, towards the {pot where the kid and the cock had
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been already facrificed.  The animal was btoughfmth much
- difficulty, to the place of facrifice, where the chief of the, vil-
. Jage” attended he ‘was. perfe&]y naked, except a cloth round
" his middle, and held a large and brlght fabre in his hand.
‘ The place round the altar was {oon crowded: with people,

: men, _women,: and chxldren attended and the young men

3 were all perfet‘ﬂy naked To prevent the efcape of the ani-
“mal, they firft ham-ﬁrmged him, and then began the dread-

‘ ful operatlon The chief. ftood” on the left fide of the am-'

. mal, and Wlth his fabre ﬁnkmg the upper part of the neck '~

; ;_near to the: ﬂloulder, muﬁ have gwen exquifite "pain to- the

: ¥_poor ammal who cxpreifed it thh great v1olence by wrlth- '

s 'J:ng, bellowmg, and ﬁrugghng thh thofe that held h1m 5 in-

". vde’ed theu utmoﬁ exerttons were fcarcely fufﬁcxent to prevent
'fhtm from breakmg away Thm homd buﬁnefs continued
or the }"pace of _more than 2 quarter of an hour, before the
pine fithe ncck Was cut through \Vhen the’ anlmal fell

;“Melchlfadeck of the day ﬁﬂl contmued hlS work, and it

vas fome time beforethe head was perfe&ly {eparated from the -
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over bodies, and rolling in confufed heaps, they appeared like
an affemblage of demons or bacchanals in their moft frantic
moments. 'The body was next cut to pieces, and devoured ;
the head, howevet, was referved, as thofe of the kid and the
cock ; fo various are men in their conceptions concerning
what may be moft acceptable to the‘Deity. After the com-
pletion of this facrifice, they retired to their feveral habitations
in parties, and began the rejoicing of the day, which, indeed,
was devoted to univerfal revelling and intoxication; and I
could have w:fhed for the honour of the fair fex, that thefe
latter excefles had been confined to the men  After the rites
of Bacchus had far exceeded the bounds of temperance, thofe
who were capable of fuftaining an erect pofition, began danc-
ing,) men and women promifcuouily ; others, in parties, roared
out their extravagant joy in fuch ftrains, as may be {uppofed
adapted to the prefent flate of the performers; and the night

‘concluded with a dead filence.

Mgz. Cleveland did not remain long after the performance
of the ceremony ; we therefore proceeded on our journey back
to Bauglepoor, and on the following day arrived at Deogur,

a fmall village, famous for the refort of Hindoo pilgrims,

-~ this being a facred fpot. There are five curious Pagodas here,

of perhaps the very oldeft conftruction to be found in India.
They are ﬁmply pyramids, formed by pileing {tone on ftone,

~ the apex is cut eﬂ' at about one feventh of the whole height

of the complete pyramid, and four of them have {mall oma-



from the river. -
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mental bu1ldmgs on the top, evxdcntly of more modem w ork
which are finithed by an ornament made of coppe,, and gilt,

perfcétly refembhng the mdent of the Greek Neptune. Thefe )

" Pagodas’ have each a fmall chamber in the center, of twelve
feet fquare with a lamp, hanging over the Lingham *. “The

| paﬂ'a're to it is’ exa&ly of a l‘elgth and width fufficient to ad. |
mit one perfon Thrs chamber can have no light from with-

out but vxhat enters from the door and through the paffage

¥

ing nearly ﬁve quarts each fufpended at e1ther end of a bam.

f_boo wluch reﬁs upon the fhoulders.‘ A conl' derable trade is - “

carried | on by thefe people, and  the prlce of the holy water
»bears a proportxon to the dtﬁance of the place where it is fold

| AT Deogur mulutudes of pxltrrxms are feen, who carry .thet
“’_water of the Ganges to the Weﬁem f de of the peninfula of
. Indla. : The water is camed in Iarge ﬂafks or bottles, hold- L
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faid to have fuffered greatly. I have underftood that it was
Before this time highly cultivated, and filled with induftrious
hufbandmen and manufacturers, and the population was efti-
mated at more than eighteen thoufand people. It is, how-
ever, at prefent reduced to a few hundreds, great numbers
having been cut off by famine, and others having migrated in
fearch of food. The filence that reigns here, owing to this
depopulation, {preads a melancholy over the mind of the tra:
veller, and for rniles together, nothing is heard but the fereams
of the cormorant, nor is the trace of any footfteps found but
thofe of the wild’elephant. On my return to Bauglepoor,
converfing on this fubje& with my friend, I mentioned the
popular impreﬁ“lons‘ that had gone forth at, and after that
melancholy period, and exprefling my feelings on the fubje&,

not without feverity againft fome leading characters, then in

- Bengal, and who had been accufed of taking advantage of the”

public diftrefs for the accumulation of large private fortunes ;
he with his ufual candour and'regard to juftice, explained the
condué of eertain'géntlemen, who had very unjuftly fuffered
in their charaéter, by malignant infinuations, and thewed me,
from thearchi\es‘ of the dif’triét written documents colle¢ted
at the time, Wthh convinced me that the gentlemen, who
then refided in pubhc characters at Moorfhedabad, and at
Bauglepoor, and other furrounding diftricts, where the fa-
mine raged in its utmoft violence, had taken and employed
every means that liberality and benevolence, under the direc-

tion of ability, could poflibly fuggeft for the prefervation of
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the poor, and many of them at the exiaence of their own pri-
vate fortunes. I fhould not have touched upon this fubject,

but from a motive of ftri&t juftice, as few perfons have had

an opportunity of infpe@ing the proofs and records which
Mr. Cleveland indulged me with a fight of.
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CHAP. VL

The Author returns to Calcutta—Seized with a dangerous
Ilingfs—— Recovery— Proceeds on a new Tour—Route from
Calcutta to Allababad ; Defcription of the Fort and Town
— Cawnpoor— Lucknow, Defeription of thar City— Palace
of the Nabob— Journey to Fyzabad and Oud— Defcription
of the City of Fyzabad— Palace of Sujab ul Dowlah—
City of Oud, &c.

.AFTER remaining about four months at Bauglepoor, hav-

ing completed my bufinefs, I proceeded for Calcutta, where
I arrived on the 15th of May, 1482, and imﬁnedigtely after
proceeded in thofe works I had undertaken. The extreme.
heat at this feafon, adde;i to an afliduous application to my
profeflion, threw me into a violent fever ; and, after my reco-

very from the difeafe, I continued very weak for a long time.

In this ftate of debility I had it frequently in contempla-
tion to proceed to Europe ; but the cool weather returning
towards the end of November, my ftrength and vigour gra-
dually returned With it. I felt all my curiofity revived ; and-
once more refolved to indulge my inclination to vifit other
parts of India. With this view, I explained to the Governor
General my wiifhesl to vifit Agra, &c. &c. and I had the

0
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=honour of receiving his fanction, and that of the Council.
On the 10th of January, 1483, I began my journey by land,
paffing once more through Moorthedabad, Bauglepoor, Mong-
heir, and Patna, to Benares.  As I had not ftopped at any of
the above places, except Bauglepoor, where I remained only

one‘day, I found myfelf confiderably fatigued by a journey of

nearly five hundred miles, in a pallankeen; I therefore deter-

mined to reft at Benares, and was happy to receive the c1v111-,

ties of Mr. Markham, the Refident, a gentleman univerfally

known for his liberality and accomplifhments.

Havine prolonged my;ﬁa'y four days, and finding myfelf .

perfectly recruited, I purfued my journey, and arrived at Al-
Jahabad on the fecond day after I left Benares.. This is the

~ point of confluence of the two great rivers Jumna and Ganges;;

and between the eaftern - boundaries of the Jumna and the

weftern boundaries of the Ganges is the country known by
~ the namie of Dooab, or a country lying between two rivers,
the whole of which is efteemed very fertile. Immediately
; at the pomt is the fort of Allahabad built entirely of ftone,

| by the great Emperor Acbar, and commandmg, from its fi-

: matxon, the naucratlon of both rivers cxrcumﬁance which

ought to makc it a place of confequence, although it is now

left to ruin. It is,built 1 in the old ﬁyle of fortlﬁcatxon, w1th})
walls ﬂanked by round and fquare towers ;. and that Whlch is

called the Agra gate, pomtmg towards Agra, is vcry hand-

. ; -
fome, »bemg omamented mth many fmall pavxhons on the .
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top; and having within the exterior gate two other gates,
which were formerly fecured with portcullies. The fort co-
vers a confiderable fpace of ground, and muit have required a
great number of men for its protetion. Within the walls of
the fort are large areas; in one of which I obferved a fmnall
monument over the tomb of an Englith officer ; the infcrip-
tion, however, was nearly defaced. Thefe areas are now no
more than heaps of ruins, chiefly covered with the duft of
the crumbled buildings. This was one of the many for-
treffes that extended nearly in a line from Lahore to Chunar
Gur, on the Ganges, all of which were raifed by Acbar,
and muft have fecured the empire from the confines of Perfia
to the borders of Bengal. Without the fort is what is called
the city ; confifting, however, merely of thatched huts, and
with {carcely a veftige of any confiderable houfe remaining.

This place is now in the poffeflion of Afoph ul Dowlah

Nabob of Oud: it was, for fome time, the refidence of the
prefent Great Mogul, the unfortunate Shah Allum, after his
unfuccefsful attaci{, and his lofs of the battles of Geriah and
Buxar, where he attended the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah,

and on the lofs of which he threw himfelf on the prote&ion of
the Englifh, by whofe influence and power Allahabad and the

adjoining province of Korah were allotted him for his fupport.

DURING a'ﬂziy of three days I made feveral drawings of
the fort, and then proceeded to Cawnpoor, a large military
ftation on the Ganges. This is a cantonment for a brigade,
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amounting, on the war eftablithment, to ten thoufand men ;

and may be confidered as a great encampment, the men living
in huts with their families inftead of tents.

CrossinG the Ganges at this place, I continued 'my pro-
grefs to Lucknow, where I arrived on the 25th of January.
‘I'he diftance from Calcutta to this place is commonly faid to
be, by the route through Benares, nearly nine hundred miles ;
*but this eftimate is certainly too great. Major Rennell, w hofe
- authority muft be confidered as abfolute, determines it to be

630 mxles, by the neareft road. It is ‘well known that this - ot ¢ f;,. “ZY
. ’ \ i

~ city is at prefent the capital of the province of Oud, and the ' ' U ~

 refidence of Afoph ul Dowlah, the Nabob, who is alfo Vizier (- 9 LY"

of the remaining part of the empire of the Great Mogul.

~ The city is extenfive, but meanly built : the houfes are chiefly
mud walls, covered with thatch, and many confift entlrely of
mats and bamboos, and are thatched thh leaves of the

’ cocoa nut, palrn, and fometlmcs with ﬁraw Very few, in-
« decd of the houfes of the natives are built with brick : the
‘;'ﬁreets are crookcd narrow, and the Worf’c I have feen in In-

- dia .In the dry fcafon thc duft and heat are intolerable ;

: 'thc rainy feafon the mire is fo deep, as to be fcarcely paﬂ'able 5o

" and there are 2 great 1 number of elephants, belongmg to the

. Nabob and the great men of hls court, which are contmually

:paﬂing the ﬁreets, cxther to the palace, or to the river, to the'

g ;"Lgreat danger and annoyance of the foot paﬁ'enger, as well

: Zas the mfenor clafs of fhopkeepers The comforts, thc con— : o
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venience, or the property of this clafs of people are, indeed,
little attended to, either by great men or their fervants ; the
elephant himfelf is frequently known to be infinitely more at-
tentive to them as he pafles, and to children in particular.

" THE palace of the Nabob is on a high bank, near to the
river, and‘commanding an extenfive view both of the Goomty
and the country on the eaftern fide. A fmall part of it was
raifed by the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, the father of Afoph
ul Dowlah. It has, however, been greatly extended by the
prefent prince, who has erected large courts within the walls,
and a durbar, where he receives publicly all perfons that are
prefented. This durbar is a range of three arcades, parallel
to each other, and fupported by columns in the Moorith
ftyle: the ceiling, and the ivhole of this, is beautifully gilt,
and painted with ornaments and flowers. It is afcended by
fteps from a flower garden, laid out in the fame manner as we
fee in Indian paint;'nés, which are all in fquare plats, in which
are planted ﬂowers of the ftrongeft fcent ;/ fo ftrong, indeed,
as to be offenfive at firft to the nerves of a European. The
exterior of the building is not to be commended: it reminded
me of what I had imagined might be the ftyle of a Baron’s
caftle in Europe, about the twelfth Centﬁry. Clofe to the
palace, dividvcd'by a narrow dirty or dufty road, is a garden,
lately made by the Nabob, walled ‘ro‘und, and at each angle
is a grand pév%li(‘m, built of brick, and covered with chunam

or ftucco, and painted with ornaments, which at a little
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diftance has a rich effect. I have introduced a View of the
Palace : on the foreground of the picture is one of the pavi-
lions, and ona hxgh bank is a mofque, thh two minarets ;
and’ adjommg is a durgaw ‘or burial place, w1th a view of

the river. The picture from thch the print was engraved
was pamted on the fpot

Asat thxs time Ma_]or Brown: was appomted on an embafly

to Mirza Shuﬂ'y Kavm, and was to proceed immediately on

,hla mlﬂlon through a part of the country Whlch I intended to )

vifit, I wrote to that gentleman, ﬁgrufymg my withes to ac-

‘company him ; as I knew that under the protection of his |

public. charaéler I fhould expenence no inconvenience from
the fufpxcmns of the people w1th refpeft to my purfuits ; and

as,in his anfwer 1 found he was not’ to be at Etawah until the

'mnth of February, T determmed, in the interim, to make a

je Joumey to Fyzabad and the an(:lent c1ty of Oud 1 was af-

i ﬁﬁed in thlS by Mr. Bnﬂow the then Reﬁdent at Lucknow ;

and 1mmed1ately on the recelpt of Major Brown s letter Ifet
_out on my Joumey, and amved at Fyzabad on the fecond:

,_‘clay ; a dlﬂance of forty cofs, or elghty Enghfh mlles in a

ffouth-eaﬁ du‘eéhon ;! :s‘;the Reﬁdent at Lucknow had writ- -
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Tue city of Fyzabad is of confiderable extent, and ap-
pears to contain a great number of people, chiefly of the
loweft clafs ; for the court being removed to Lucknow, drew

~ after it the great men, and the moft eminent of the merchants,

bankers, and fhroffs, or money-changers. Thefe laft are per-
fons in all the towns, and even villages, who make large
fums by their knowledge of the exchange, which, in India,

is in a flate of conftant fluGtuation, to the great injury of the
poor and the induftrious.

TuE private luxury and vices of the Muffulman princes
too frequently reduce them to a flate of real povertj, even
with large revenues ; and too often they delegate to artful, de-
figning, and avaricious characters, the management and con-
cerns of the ftate, and become virtually the plunderers inftead
of the parents of their fubjects. ."Thefe men, eager after their

own private gain, and knowing well that their condu@ will

- not bear the blaze of day, connive at any villainy that may
- be acted by thofe of inferior degree; many of whom are,

‘indeed, their actual agents. Thus it is that the people at

large retain no real regard for their governors, and the natural

confequence is, that the princes are frequently left, in the

"~ hour of diftrefs, quite deﬁxtute of fupport, and an eafy prey

to any invader.

I the city of Fyzabad there are remains of many hand-

- fome brick buildings, That in which I refided has a large
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. end Bealrxt'iﬁi] pavilioh over the gateway or principal entrance.
" The afcent is by a narrow ftair-cafe, which leads to three

open Tooms, commandmg the whole city on the one fide,

and on the other the garden and a vaft extent of country,

’ :w1th a v1ew of the river Gogra, which is not far diftant, and
"whlch is here a large river. Oppoﬁte the gate is a mofque,

- (bullt by 1 the late Nabob) w1th three domes ; the center one -

s very Iarge. ’lhe form of thefe domes is perfeé’dy that of
~an egg fet on its pomt 2 the apparent want of firmnefs at the
: ibafe has, a Very unpleafant effe on the fpeétator and how-

t"ever dxfﬁcult it may have been for the archxte& to produce, |

y the conﬁdcratlon of thls cu'cumﬁance does not make amends
for the ev1dent want of elegance nay almoﬁ of propnety

5 SOON after my amval Iwas waxted upon by a perfon from

ber of d1ihes of ‘'various currles, and pxllaws, for my refre{h-

Nabob“,‘r After returmng my refpe&s 1n the humbIeﬁ ﬁyle,

heﬂr/nother of the prefent Nabob accompamed thh a num- -

E%,Aﬁ”menlt after the fatlgUe of mY _]oumey, and comphments In
the Moorxih ftyle; mdeed f° hxgh and. dlg“ ified, that. If
ouldhawe‘alm()ﬁ fancted myfelf transformed mto an Iﬂdxan' n

many feparate buildings in them. In the inner court are the
remains of the durbar, or hall of public audience ; an elegant
building on the fame plan as that already mentioned in the
palace at Lucknow, but much richer: the painting and gild-
ing greatly gone to decay. There are many other buildings
defigned for offices, or other aceommodations. Within an
interior court is a large extent of building, the principal front
of which is on the banks of the river; and when it was
firft raifed muft have been very handfome. ‘This was the
part defigned for the domeftic habitation of the Nabob. Ad-

Jjoining are other buildings, defigned for the Zananah, and

in which are the remnants of the gardens. The grand en-
trance to the palace is through a large and handfome gate,
which was a place of arms, and there is ftill a guard kept in
it.  On the top of the gate was the fituation of the nobut, (a
great drum) which is an appendage of royalty in India, and
when beaten is heard over a great city. The nobut is ufually
beaten at fun-rife and fun-fet. Nearly adjoining Fyzabad
are the remains of the very ancient city of Oud, which is
faid to have been the firft imperial city of Hindoftan, and
to have been built by their hero Krithen. In Colonel Dowe’s
tranflation of Ferittha’s hiftory, it is mentioned as the capi-
tal of a great kingdom, one thoufand two hundred and nine
years previous to the Chriftian wra ; and it is frequently men-
tioned in the famous Hindoo work in Shanfcrite, (the Jearned
language of the Bramins) the Mahabaret, under the name of
Adjudea.  Whatever may have been its former magnificence,
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no traces are now left. It is feated at prefent on the banks
of the Gogra : but, 1n all probability’, mahy years back, was
at a confiderable diftance from it, it being in a line with Fy-
zabad ; for, not many years fince, upon the building of the
palace, Sujah ul Dowlah is faid to have daily offered up prayers
that the river mxght flow nearer it, which it now “completely
~ does, wathing the walls of the principal front* At this place
and Fyzabad I remained a few days to complete my drawings,
and returned to Lucknow by the fame route as I came.
The country I had pafTed through from Allahabad to Luck-
now, and thence to Fyzabad, has the fame gcneral charac-

ter, and there are very few elevations to be feen in it that are

conﬁderable It is in a ‘moderate ftate of - cultivation ; in
" fome parts better than others ; but where it is negleéted it is
ev1dently more -from the want of property in the people,

than the natural ﬁenhty of the country, whxch on the con-

trary, I believe to be capablc of producing the fineft Crops.

The villages, of which there are many, fome are comfortable -

in then' appearance, and others apparently diftreffed. After
leawng the ﬁounﬂnncr diftrict of Benares, 1 could not “help

viewing with a melancholy concern the miferable appearance

of all the territories Wthh were under the abfolutc dlreftlon

of Muﬂ'ulman tyrants SR

* Oud is conﬁdercd asa place of fan&ty, and the Hmdoos coafequenuy .

R Perfo]-m P;]gnlmges th.lthef, contmually, from all quarters Of Indla

£
- F
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CHAP. VI &

Fourney to Eta)'a—Dey&rzp;z'on of that Place— Jefiontnagur
—O0’K. rqz'ne- Shekoabad— Fyrozabad—Etamadpoor— Shal
Dgra—Agra—;RIagngfc‘ent Ruins—Arrival at the Camp of
the Nabob Mirza Shuffy Kbawn—A vencrable chicf who bad

Jerved under Kouli Khawn— Mauftleunt of Acbar— Taje
" Mabael—Futtypoor Sicri—Fortrefs of Gwalior—Return to
Lucknow,

ON the xoth of February I fet out on my joumey to join
Major Brown at Etaya. As I travelled by a fet of pallan.
keen bearers to the number of fifteen, and which had no re.
lief beyond their own fet, my ftages became fhort ; particu-
larly fo, as I was now encumbered with baggage, carrying
with me a tent, and all the articles for cooking, &c. the numi

ber of fervants neceflary for drefling provifions, &c. makes

- the train even of an individual confiderable. On the 1 3th I

arrived at the encampment of Major Brown, his tent being
pitched clofe to the town of Etaya. The road to this place
runs weftward from Lucknow, and the Ganges is croffed
nearly midway, and at this feafon’ of the year is in many
places fordable: there is a fordable ftream alfo to the weft-

| ward of the G'fmges, called Callinuddie, which, however, in

the time of the periodical rains is a confiderable river. The
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country from Lucknow to Etaya is in a moderate ftate of cul-
tivation, but the villages are poor. Etaya is fituated on a very
high bank of the river Jumna, the fides of which confift of

what in India is called concha, “hlch is onﬂmally fand, but

the conftant action of the fun in "the dry feafon forms it'al-

moft into a vitrification. . Many parts of the banks are fixty
fect high. On the top, near to the river, are the remains of
a fort: the town itfelf is all built on the heights, which, as
it approaches the river, is divided into a vanety of feparate
hills by deep ravines, ‘made by the rains. The ]umna is at

this placc a large rner, in which are many iflands of fand, A

that are overflowed in the time of the ﬁoods, The town is

large, but very wretched, having but two tolerable houfes
et 7 ‘ "

init.

ON the 1 5th we movcd forward to Jefw ontnagur, fix cofs

from Etaya, or near twelve Enghfh miles. It thould be ob-
ferved i in thxs place, that the Indian meafure of axofs is lefs
than i m Bendal the latter. being nearly two Encrhfh miles

but in the upper parts of Hmdoﬁan fcarce]y more than one -
: ,and a half, as may be feen on the fcale in the map. The

country from Etaya to this place is very little cultivated ; the
S ‘vxllages are not populous, and the fcw mhabxtants appear \ery
| wrctched |
’ ON the 16th we halted at O’Krame, ﬁx co{s further, a,-
‘mof’c at the tcrmmatxon of the Nabob of Oud’s country
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TrrouGH the whole of the laft day’s journey I obferved
fcarcely a fpot in cultivation ; the villages, of which there
are feveral, were in ruins, and the whole prefented almoft
one uninterrupted fcene of defolation. On the laft day’s
march we met a few unfortunate people pafling down into
the provinces, in order actually to avoid being ftarved, beg-
ging their way. The fervants we had brought from Bengal
with us appearing clean, healthy, ‘and chearful, perhaps ren-
dered the appearance of thefe poor people the more wretched.

Ox the 175th I arrived at Shekoabad, which takes its name
from Dara Sheko, the eldeft and moft unfortunate fon of
the Emperor Shah Jehan, who, in the conteft for the empire
with Aurungzebe, his youngeft brother, was defeated, hunt-
ed down like a wild beaft, and at laft taken. When a pri-
foner, he was ftripped and feated on an elephant, for the de-

_ rifion of a conquering army, and was at laft unmercifully

murdered. From O’Kraine to this place there are fome few
{pots of cultivated ‘ground ; and the richnefs and fulnefs of
the grain fufficiently thew what the whole of the country is
capable of producing, were it in cultivation.

Durixg this day’s march our courfe lay through two vil-
lages, which “ere better and cle:mer than thofe we had be-
fore paffed. To the right and the left of our road were
many ruined viuages 5 and on every hillock, or rifing ground,
are mud forts, or their ruins. This town (for, on the com- -
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parifon with what we had paffed fince leaving Etaya, it méy

be fo called) has a confiderable number of people, and the

adjacent ground is in cultivation. 1 found here the remains

~of a hunting feat, built by Dara Sheko, and a tank belonging

to it : from the ruins it muft have been large.. Adjoining the
tank is a fmall grove of pal'm and other trees; but, except

thefe, there are no trees in the neighbourhood ; nor is there

any water but from a few wells, and the above-mentioned

tank, which was nearly dry when I faw it. ~ There are con-
| fiderable remains of other buildings, in and about the town,
fome of them apparently on a larcre fcale. -

‘WE continued our route, for fix cofs, to-Fyrozabad, which
is a confiderable village. - Between Shekoabad and Fyroz-
| abad are a few fpots of cultivated ground. This village takes
 its name from thc Purgunnah, which is a fmall diftrict with-
~ina Iarger it Was at this time in the hands of a Gofine, or
Hmdoo Rehglous, and as the {pirit of the Hindoo govern-
" ment is favourable to agriculture in the' hlgheﬁ degree, this
) quf appeared a perfect garden. It'muﬂ, indc'cd,; be obferv-

ed, that although the Hindoo governors or proprietors, from

‘the prmc1ple of avarice, may fometxmes diftrefs, they do not
deﬁroy the endeax ours of the poor, as the Muffulmans. For
his prote(hon, the Gofine had a camp formed in the nelg'l-

T bourhood amountmg to two thoufand men, well armed and

""‘Va {mall park of, amllery, in whlch I faw two fine pleces of
""'lbattermg cannon - The’ pcrfons of the men, formmg this

E 3
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little army, appeared to me remarkable for their manly beauty

"and ftature, moft of them being upwards of fix feet in height,

and their manners, whilft I was in their camp, were extremcly
modeft and attentive. On the following day we reached Lta-
madpoor, a diftance of fix cofs, but found in our journey
that, upon leaving the Purgunnah of Firozeabad, the line was
ftrongly marked by the wild wafte that enfued.

At Etamadp3or is a fmall building in the center of a large
tank, the fides of which are built with ftone, as is the center
building, and a bridge of feveral arches, which communicates
with it from the fide of the tank. Around the whole are
large mounds of earth, formed from the excavations in mak-

ing the tank. At this time there was but little water In it.

Frowm this place we had a fight of the fpires of the once
fplendid and imperial city of Agra.

Ox the 23d, at the diftance of five cofs from Etamadpoor,
we encampted on the Shah Darah, about a cofs on the eaftern
fide of theriver Jumna, oppofite the city. The whole of this
{pot, as far as the eye can reach, is one general {cene of ruined
buildings, long walls, vaft arches, parts of domes, and fome

wvery large buildings, as the Cuttera, built by the great Shah )

Heft Khawn, in the reign of Aurungzecbe; here are al{o feve-
ral Tombs. 4
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AronG the weftern bank of the river arc feen the ruined

palaces of the great Omrahs, built in the time of Acbar, Jehan-
guire, and Shah Jehan. A little farther, the city of Agra
offers itfelf to the eye, with the great fort and palace, and
the profpect is terminated to the fouth-weft by that vaft mo-

nument of eaftern elegance, the Taje Mahel, built by the
“emperor Shah Jehan,

THis fpot takes .irts name from Dara, a’tent, and Shah,
king or fovereign, being the ‘fp.dt where the emperor’s tent
was firft fixed, when he made his progrefs from Agra to the.
eaftern provinces of the empire. - It being the general cuftom,
from the time the dynafty of the Moguls was fixed in India
under Acbar, that the emperor fhould take the field in the

" fummer months, with a large army, attended by the whole
court, the bankers, and the artifans, &c. Thus the camp
 became a great city under tents, and each tré’de had its feveral
‘quarter: allotted to them, the emperor ’s tent being in the center
of thc whole, furrounded by thofe of the great officers of ftate,

- Ox the 24th Ma_}or Brown was waxted upon by Afrafiab
Khawn, an Omrah of high rank, from the Nabob Mirza
Shuﬁ'eh Khawn, who lay encamped three cofs to the north-
wei’c of Agra, and to whofe camp we -procecded, croffing the -
]umna, and paffed through a part of the city of Agra.. On the
follomng day we pnched our tents to the eaftward of the
Nabob’s cncampment ina garden walled round and whlch

’
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. formerly was adorned with very confiderable buildings, now
inruins; this was a work of Acbar for the accommodation of

one of his daughters.

THE camp of Mirza Shuffech extended over a great {pace
of ground, and more refembled a great city than a camp, hav-
ing thops of every denomination, retaining in part the cha-
racter of the armies of the great emperors, only without their
{plendor, The famp was faid to contain forty thoufand men ;
but it appeared to me that the number was greatly exaggerated.
This, however, fhould be added, that every foldier, and every
tradefman and artificer, had his family with him. In the park
of artillery were forty-two picces of cannon of various calibers.
Some of the largeft guns were French picces, and very fine
ones ; but the greater number were very indifferent, the metal
much corroded, and the carriages rotten. It is not improbable
that the tent of the Nabob might have been formerly an impe-
rial one, being of crimfon velvet, embroidered in many parts
with gold, and lined with filk. It was, however, much torn
and moth-caten, and had therefore no very fplendid appearance.

A rew days after our arrival, I attended Major Brown to
the Durbar of the Nabob, where we found the principal
commanders, among{t whom were feveral old Periian Chiefs,
with beards depending to their girdles, and countenances of
great dignity. = One of the hoary chiefs, I found by his con-
verfation, had attended Nadir Shah, or Thomas Kouli Khan,

'S
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when he made his famous expedition into Hindoftan, in the,

yﬁar 1739, and had remained in India fince that time. The
old foldier’s eye appeared in a flame when he mentioned his
name, at the recolleGtion of the a&ions and viGories he had
~ affifted at, or been witnefs to, under his former commander.

After the ceremony of reception, which was by touching the

turban with the right hand, without rifing from their feats,

we were defired to fit, for which purpofe there were old fafh-
 joned chairs brought, which had formerly been rich in carved
. work and velvet, but were now greatly injured by the hand
of time; otter and rofe-water were handed round, as a mark
- of diftintion. 'The Nabob Mirza Shuffeh fat in the center
' of a femicircle, furrounded by his Chiefs, with an innume-
" rable crowd of fervants ﬁanding behind.  After remaining
- about half an hour, we retired.  This was a vifit .of cere-
mony, and the bufinefs of Majqxf Brown’s mi;fﬁoh was not
 entered upon fo‘rrmany days aftem’ards; for, amongft thefe
people, delay fgcms a fett]ed principle o_f etiquette.

VVHILST we lay encamped at thls place I made daxly €X-

‘curfions to Agra and the neighbourhood, the weather at this |

{ feafon greatly.. favourmg my purfults Our journeys were
. 'ﬂlort and were begun frequently between five and fix in the
’_1 l';'mormng, fometxmes earlier. I had" therefore the whole day
e for my: ftudies.”* The chmatc at this feafon i is delightful,’ the
mornmgs clear and very cold, frequently froﬁy, in fo mLch

o that I h?.yc fegn feveral tanks frozen entirely over ; but in the
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middle of the day we generally found it very hot. I paffed
moft of my days at Agra, making drawings either of the great
fort or other buildings, moft of which lay in ruins.

TuE city of Agra is fituated on the fouth fide of the river
Jumna, which at this place is not fordable, and rifes imme-
diately from the water, extending in a vaft {femicircle. It is
fuppofed to be a place of high antiquity. The prefent city,
however; was raifed by the emperor Acbar, about 1566, and
named from him Acbarabad, and was the principal feat of his
government. ‘The fort, in which is included the imperial
palace, is of vaft extent. A view of the fort is given, and is
fuch as will afford a general idea of the building and its
fituation. It is conftructed of a red free ftone, and it would
appear to have been very flrong, when fisft raifed. It origi-
nally had a double wet ditch, of great width and depth, a'nd
well fupplied from the river. The fort was an ifland, formed

- by three ditches ; one face of it, that to the eaftward, was

wathed to the foot of the walls by the river. The outer ditch
is now totally ruined, the high road going through it, as may
be obferved in the Plate. The inner ditch is very bad in many
places, and in feveral is quite dry. The city was encircled by

‘a wall and towers at a bow-fhot diftance from each other.

Suan JEmAN, the grandfon of Acbar, difliking the fitua-
tion of Agra, from the exceflive heats to which it was expofed

- in the fummer months, and defirous to raife a metropolis which

H C . . Q2
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fhould bear his own name, built a great city adjoining the old

one of Dehli, and named it Jehanabad ; but the name, like
the empire, is now nearly loft. To people his new city, he
is faid to have tranfported thither one half of the people of
Agra, to the amount‘o‘f upwards of five hundred thoufand.
‘The ruins that immediately enfued in Agra, rendered it necef-
fafy to erect, for the fecnrity of the people, another wall,

fdrming a part of a circle within the old one ; and this wall

was built by Joy Singh, a Hindoo Raja in the fervice of the
emperor Aurungzebe.

“Tue whole fpace between thefe two walls is one mafs of
ruins. 'The inner wall is but in indifferent repair, and within
it is eafy to-difcern that it is chiefly compofed from the. ruined
buildings, except, indeed, towards the Dehli gate of the fort,
where is the great Mnsjiid or Mdfque, built of red flone, but

greatly gone to decay. Adjacent to this fpot is the Choke, or

“Exchdnge, which is now a mere ruin ; ‘and even the fort itfelf,
from its havmg frequently changed its mafters, in the courfe
of the laft feventy years, is going rapidly to defolation. It
~was taken by Colonel Poher, when that gentleman was in the
;ferv1ce of the Nabob “Zoolfeccar ul Dowlah better known by
'the name of Nedpf Khawn. . In the eaﬂ'em front of the fort
Vwas the imperial rcﬁdence, buxlt of white marble, covered on

the top with plates of copper gllt which to thxs day retam .

theu: full luﬁre, and at no great diftance there isa Mofque,
»bmlt of the fame beaunful matenafﬁ, thh copper omaments
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and gilt. It was impoflible to contemplate the ruins of this
grand and venerable city, without feeling the decpeft impref-
fions of melancholy. I am, indeed, well informed, that the
ruins extend, along the banks of the river, not lefs than four-

teen Englifh miles.

Tue palace of Dara Sheko, built by that prince, includes
an extent of ground not lefs than the {quare of Lincoln’s-inn
fields. It is dangerous even to walk among thefe ruins; for
at every ftep, unlefs great care is taken, the paffenger is liable
to fink through holes into the covered vaults, which are now
the habitation of dangerous reptiles. The ftreets in this city
are very narrow, and evidently not laid out on any well di-
reGted plan. I went once to a Hummaum, or bath, which
had formerly belonged to the palace of one of the great men
of the court, as was plain from the expences that had been
laid out on it; being lined with the fineft coloured marbles,
with many pieces of lapis lazuli introduced amongft the or-
naments, which were very beautiful, in the Moorifh ftyle,
compofed'ef mofaic and flowers ; the imitations of the latter,

I muft add, were remarkably good.

A the diftance of three cofs, or a little more, from Agra,
on the great high road leading to Dehli, at a place called Se-
cundrii, ftands the tomb of the emperor Acbar. This enor-
mous building is feated in a garden, regularly planted both
with foreft and fruit-trees, and many flowering thrubs, walled
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round, and which is fuppofed to contain a fpace of upwards
of twenty Englith acres. The monument is raifed in the
center of the garden ; it is a fquare building, with gates in
the center on each fide, and great pavilions at the angles and
over the gates : it confifts of five feveral ftories, which gra-
dually diminifh, with pavilions at each angle. The domes
of the feveral pavilions are of white marble, the reft of the
building is of red ftone, in parts intermixed with white mar-
ble. The fifth or upper ftory is entirely of white marble,
and has a range of windows running round each fide, which
are fret work, cut out of the folid flab. The pavilions that
R ‘ﬁmﬂl this ftory are likewife of marblc, thefe have been greatly
- 'damagcd as I was told, by hghtnmg, and by an earthquake.
= One of the pawhons is quite gone, and the domes. of the
:;f-ftothers arc grcatly m_]ured The infide of thls upper ftory is

.,cunouﬂy inlaid with black marble exPreﬁive of certain paf-

fages from the Koran and Iwas mformcd by a critic in Per-

" fian wntmg, that it is in the moft perfect ﬁ) le. On each

ﬁory of thlS buﬂdmv are large terrafles, which, in the times.

of the empcrors Jehanguue and Jehan, had coverings of gold

ClOth fupported by pxllars of' ﬁlwer - Under the thade of B
thcfe awmncrs ‘the l\Iollahs or: pneﬁs of ‘the. rehgnon of Ma-

hommed converfed thh men of lcarmng

nt colowred maﬂblcs ) mlzud m copartmcnts.,

On elthcz ﬁdcf"
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the center are two ftories of pointed arches, and large recefles ;
in the upper ftory is a door in the center, and a window over
it, with a balluftrade in front; the lower recefles have one
window in each. In the center is one vaft pointed arch ; and

this part of the building rifes very confiderably above the fide

-over the two ftories which have been juft defcribed. On the

top, and fomewhat behind the front of this part of the build-
ing, raifed on {quare columns, are two farcophagi of black
marble ; and two others immediately behind the back front
of the gate, anfwering to thofe in the principal front. At
each angle of the gate (this building being an oblong fquare)
are minarets of white marble, rifing to a great heighth, in
part fluted ; above the flutes, half way up the minarets, are
balluftrades ; and there is likewife one ncar the top. Thefe
minarets were formerly crowned with open pavilions, and
finithed with domes, which have long fince been deftroyed.
In thefe minarets are ftair-cafes, leading to the two balconies
that furround them. A large print, by that excellent artift
Mr. Brown, has been engraved and publithed from a pi¢ture
of this gate, which gives a more perfet idea of the grandeur
of it than words are able to exprefs. Through this gate we
pafs into a vaft open hall, which rifes in a dome nearly to the
top of the building. This hall was, by the order of the Em-
péror Jehanguire, the fon of Acbar, highly decorated with
painting and gilding ; but in the lapfe of time it was found
to be gone greatly to decay; and the Emperor Aurungzebe,
either from fuperftition or avarice, ordered it to be entirely -
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defaced, and the walls whitened.  From this hall, through a
fimilar a{ch to that in the front, we defcend into the garden ;
and the whole of the tomb difplays itfelf through an avenue

of lofty trees. ‘This avenue is paved with flone: in the cen-

ter is a large fquare bafon, which was formerly filled with
water, but was quite dry when I faw it. In the center of the

bafon was a fountain, the pipe only remaining: the fupply
of water, indeed, had apparently been confiderable here, for

all through the middle of the avenue, and on cxther fide, we
obferved channels, which muft have been defigned for aque-
du&s, but which were then dry. At fome {mall diftance
from the principal building rifes a high open gate, entirely of
white marble, of exquifite beauty.

A BLAZING eaftern fun thining full on this building, com-
pofed of fuch varxed materials, produces a glare of fplendour
almoft beyond the lmaglnatxon of aninhabitant of thefe nor-
thern climates to conceive ; and the prefent folitude that reigns
‘over the whole of the neglected garden, excites involuntarily

a melancholy penfivenefs. After viewing this monument of

~an Emperor, whofe great actions have refounded through

the world, and whofe liberality and humanity were his higheft
| praife, Ibecam_c defirous of feeing even that ftone 'which con-
. tained his crumbling remains. There was an old Mollah
~+ who attended, and who had the keys of the interior of the

| buildinv (whxch is ftill held in Veneranon) and who obtains

3 precmoua ;ubfu”:cncc by fhewing it to the curious travellcr.
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The infide of the tomb is a vaft hall, occupying the whole
fpace of the interior of the building, which terminates in a

dome ; a few windows at the top admit a dim religious”

| light, and the whole is lined with white marble. In the cen-

ter the body is depofited in a farcophagus of plain white
marble, on which is written, in black marble inlaid, fimply

the name of

™ ACBAR

From the fummit of the minarets in the front a fpe@a-

‘ter’s eye may range over a prodigious circuit of country,

not lefs than thirty miles in a dire¢t line, the whole of which
is flat, and filled with ruins of ancient grandeur: the river
Jumna is feen at fome diftance, and the glittering towers of
Agra. ‘This fine country exhibits, in its prefent ftate, a me-
lancholy proof of the confequences of a bad government, of
wild ambition, and the horrors attending civil diffentions ;
for when the governors of this country were in plenitude of
power, and exercifed their rights with wifdom, from the
excellence of its climate, with fome degree of induftry, it
muft have been a perfect garden; but now all is defolation
and filence. Surrounding the monument of Acbar are many
tombs; {fome of them very beautiful : moft probably they co-
ver the remains of certain branches of his family. The tra-

ditionary report is here, that they are the tombs of his wives.
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Ox the high road from Agra to Dehli there are many
{mall buildings, the form of which is a fquare pedeftal, upon
which rifes a cone, to the heighth of about eight feet. In
this cone there are a great number of {quare niches, in which
were placed the heads of malefadors, #n serrorem. Thefs
likewife ferved the purpofe of marking the cofs diftances

on the road : many of them are now broken down and co-

.vered in the duft.

-~

Nl

.

To the fouth-eaft of the city of Agra is a beautiful mo-
nument, raifed by the Emperor Shah Jehan for his beloved
wife Taje Mahel, whofe name it bears, and @s called, by way
of eminence, the Taje Mahel. It now flands two miles

\from the city, though férmerly it joined it. - Adjacent to

this monument there was a great bazar, or market, for the

richeft manufaﬁures of Indxa, and of foreign countries*,
compofed of fix courts, and encompafTed with great open
porticoes ; but fearcely a veftige of this building is now re-
maining. * The Taje Mahel rifes immediately from the river,
- founded on a bafe of red free-ftone, at the exti‘cmity of which
- are oftagon pavilions, confifting of three ftories each. On
_the fame bafe are two large bmldmgs one on either ﬁde and
‘ pcrfe&ly fimilar, each crowned with three domes of white
- marble;- the center dome conﬁderably larger than the otherc
ir One of -thefe buﬂdmgs is‘a, mus]ud or mofque, the other

i

B ; . ; T
* See Tavernier. ’
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was defigned for the repofe of any great perfonage, who
might come either on a pilgrimage to the tomb, or to fatisfy
a well-directed curiofity. On this bafe of free-ftone (having
a platform at leaft of twenty-five feet in breadth) another refts
of white marble, of a {quare form, agd which is about four-
teen feet high ; the angles are o&agon, from which rife mi-
farets, or vaft columns tapering upwards, having three feve-
ral galleries runmncr round them, and on the top of cach an
open pavxhon, “¢rowned with a dome. Thefe minarets too,
I thould have remarked, are of white marble, and contain
ftair-cafes which lead to the top. From this magnificent bafe,
like thofe already defcribed, rifes the body of the building,
which has a platform fimilar to the above. 'The plan of this
is o&tagon ; the four principal fides oppofed to the cardinal
points of the compafs. In the center of each of the four
fides there is raifed a vaft and pointed arch, like that deferibed

the gate of the tomb of Acbar; and the top above this arch
wucs confiderably higher than the other parts of the building.
Thofe faces of the building which form the otagon on either

* fide the great arches, have two ftories of pointed arches, with

recefles, and a low balluftrade in front; the {pandels abovc

the arches are greatly enriched with different-coloured marble

inlaid : the heads of the arches within the receffes are like-
wife moft highly enriched in the fame manner; within the
feveral arches running round the building are windows, form-
ed by an open fret-work in the folid flab, to give light to
the interior of the building. From behind this octagon front,
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and rifing confiderably higher, are four oftangular pavilions,
with domes. From the center of the whole, rifing as high
as the domes of the pavilions, is a cone, whence fprings the
great dome, fwelling from its bafe outwards confiderably,
and with a beautiful curve finifhing in the upper pbint of the
cullus, on which reft two balls “of copper gilt, one above
the other: above the balls is a crefcent, from the center of
which a fpear head terminates the whole. Each face of this
building is a counterpart to the other, and “all are equally
finithed. '

WaeN this building is viewed from the oppofite fide of

the river, it pofleffes a degree of beauty, from the perfection

of the materials and from the excellence of the workmanthip,
which is only furpafled by its grandeur, -extent, and general
magnificence.  The bafeft material that enters into this cen-
ter part of it is white marble, and the ornaments are of vari-
ous coloured mﬁrbles, in which there is no glitter : the whole
together appears like 2 moft perfect pearl on an azure ground.
The effe@ is fuch'as, I confefs, I never experienced from
any work of art. The fine materials, the beautiful forms,
‘and the fymmetry of the whole, with the judicious choice of
fituation, far furpaffes any thing I ever béhel_d.

: It was the intention of the royal founder to hayé erected
on the oppofite thore a ﬁmilér building, for his own inter-
~_ment, and to have joined them by a marble bridge. This
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magnificent idea was fruftrated by ficknefs, and by the fubfe-
quent difputes concerning the fucceffion between his fons,

and at laft by his own imprifonment by Aurungzebe.

TuE garden, in which the Taje Mahel is fituated, is en-

. tered from the oppofite fide, through a large and handfome

gate of red free-ftone, whence proceeds a large flight of fteps
into the garden. From the top of the fteps the center part of
the middle -B}d}ding is viewed through an avenue of cyprefs
and other trees mixed: the avenue is paved with ftone, in
the' middle there are copartments, or beds of flowers, with
fountains at equal diftances ; four of the moft magnificent of
which are fituated about half way up the avenue, and rife

~from a {quare bafe of white marble. Thefe, as well as the

others, are fupplied by a refervoir without the building, which
is filled from the river by pumps. The fountains are yet in
tolerable repair; they were played whilft I was there; and
the garden is-ftill kept in decent order, the lands allotted for
the fupport of the building not being wholly difmembered
from it. ‘The center building is in a perfect ftate; but all
thofe which furround it bear ftrong marks of decay. Several
Mollahs attend the mofque here at the hours of prayer, and
appear the moft orderly and decent that I have feen among
the Mahomedans ; extremely attentive to {trangers, and affi-
duous to fthew and explain every part of it. 'The infide of

the great building is of white marble, with many omaments

 of flowers beauttifully carved. The tomb is in a chamber be-~
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low, and the body of Taje Mahel lies in a farcophagus of

white marble, under the center of the building. Clofe to it
is a fimilar one, containing the body of her hufband Shah Je-

han. Thefe farcophagi are perfeétly fimilar to thofe in the
tomb of Acbar.

THE gafden and the furroundiné '.buildings cannot occupy -

a fpace more than equal to one half of that of the Emperor

e

Acbar, at Secundrii. Tavernier mentions, tlaf he was wit-

nefs to the beginning and the finithing of this building, which ,

employed upwards of twenty thoufand men conftantly at work
for a term of twenty-two years.> The free-ftone was obtained
in the neighbourhdod but the marble was-brought from Kan-
' dahar, the eaftern provmce of Perfia, by land carriage, a dif-
tance of not lefs than fix hundred miles by the road. The
cxpenee is fald to have amounted to little lefs than one million

ﬁerhng )

ON the thn’d of March the Nabob s camp moved clofe to
Secundrn, where ‘we remamed until the fifteenth, when we
removed to Gougaut feven cofs from Agra. Here the wa-

ter was. very bad, bemg ﬁrongly impregnated with mtre,
and the furface of the ground was covered with that falt,
‘,On the twenty-feeond we encamped near the fmall v111age of
:‘:;Krowley, five cofs to the weftward of Gougaut, on a very

fextenﬁve plam, thch was poorly decorated with a few {cat-
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eaftward. In thefe hills I found confiderable quarries of red
free-flone, the fame with that of which the fort of Agra is
built. 'The ground was very little cultivated in thefe parts :
the {oil is loofe and light.

I rounD the heat about this time exceflive, and it was
foon much increafed by the fetting in of the hot winds from
the weﬁwgr.d,.\ The water through the whole of this part of
the country is véry bad, from the falt-petre.

On the 23d we encamped near the town of Futtypoor
Sicri. The country here refembled, in moft refpects, that
which we had juft paft. It is an immenfe plain, bounded
to the fouthward by a range of hills; not a fhrub was to be
feen; and the heat ftill continued to increafe. The foil, -I
" obferved, was light, and almoft as fine as hair-powder. It is
impoflible to defcribe the difagreeable effects which this cir-
‘cumftance produces, when this fine duft is taken up by the
hot winds from the weftward : the indifferent water too, with
which the whole country abounds, muft neceffarily render the

- fituation unhealthy.

I was much entertained, during our feveral marches, by
the variety of characters I faw: the people of the bazar (the
market) with their wives and children ; the cavalry, who
were continually manifefting their dexterity, in the oriental
manner, by fetting off their horfes in full fpeed, firing be-



128 TRAVELS IN

“hind, as if purfued by an enemy, and then mﬁantaneouﬂy
flopping, and flying back with the fame velocity as they ad-
vanced, to the great terror of the poor people in their. way..

' “Their adroitnefs in the management of their hotfes is, indeed, -

,‘ wonderful ; though, from the appearance of the animals, one .

would doubt whether they were ablé to move five miles.

- To thefe I may add the ma_]eﬁlc moveme;rtﬂ of the ele-
phants not only of thofe which carried the great men, but
of thofe with the heavy baggage. The appearance, indeed,

| of the whole army, with the camels, amllery, and baggage
cattle, formed a fcene highly gratifying to the mmd entirely

’-Vnew to a’ European, of fingular variety, and even fublime.

-1 could not, however, ‘but obferve the great apparent want of

order in the hne of march ; not that my knowledge of the

‘military art was fuﬂicmnt to qualify me for paﬂing a decrdcd

‘.fi)udgement, but the order I had feen in the camp under Sir

Eyre Coote, m the Ca.matxc, and when thofe troops marched
ro\nards the enemy, gave me very. dxﬂ'erent 1mpreﬁions from

that" hxch was now before me.

have before mennoned is conﬁderable, and the country im-
‘of the h.lgheﬁ hlll lS a large mofque, whlch was bullt by

h' areem from »y_the foot of ¢ the hll is by a ﬂlght of

e s TI—IE town of Futtypoor SlCl‘l, whrch lay under the hills I
nicdrately near it is ‘in’ tolerable cultxvanon On the fummit -

cb he nulldmg is'ina hlgh ﬁyle of Moorlfh archltec- '
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broad fleps, extending to the principal entrance, which is
through a portal of great magnificence. After this we enter
a large {quare, paved throughout, in which is the mofque,
and round the fides are apartments for the different priefts.
At the foot of the hill on which the mofque is fituated are
the remains of the palace, occupying a great extent of ground.*
The palace is-in total ruin, not a fingle apartment remaining ;
and the only part which ferves to give any idea of its former
beauty is the principal gate. At the back of the hills on
which the mofque and palace are built, was a lake, formed
by great mounds of earth, artificially raifed to keep in the
water, on which, when the palace was inhabited, a number
of fine boats were kept of every defcription, for the enter-

tainment of the imperial family. ‘The boundaries and banks

of the lake are now only to be traced, many parts of it being

not only quite dry, but in actual cultivation, Throughout

this part of the country the water is very bad, except at the

mofque, where it is quite the contrary, the wells being funk
*confiderably lower than ufual, in fact, below the depth where

the falt-petre is generated. While we continued here our feel-

ings informed us of a confiderable increafe in the heat of the

. weather, in the courfe of a few days.

WEe remained at Futtypoor Sicri until the twenty-fixth,
when the camp moved to Siedpoor, about feven cofs, or a

- little more. - Here we found the face of the country greatly

altered ; we marched through a territory in many parts well
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cultivated: to the S. W, of the vxllage it is, indeed, ex-
tremely beautiful, being varied with hills, the vallies ‘and
plains between which were in fine cultivation. The village
itfelf had been but a few months before plundered and burnt
and all the inhabitants maffacred, by Mahommed Beg Khawn,
one of thofe chiefs who difputed for the fowerelgnty uhder
the Great Mogul, on the death of Nudjif Khawn, and who,
a fhort time after, aflaflinated with his own hand, in a friend-
ly meetmg, the chief of this army, Mirza Shuﬂ'y Khawn,
_ and for thefe and many fimilar crimes fuffered death by the
“order of Madajee Scindia, the Mahratta. chief.

‘WE experienced great inconvenien_ce'aboﬁ; this time from
B the hot winds, as the reader may well conceive, when he is
”mformed that, in the middle of the day, Farenheit’s ther-
mometer ftood in the thade at 106.- The great quantities of
fand alfo raifed by the wind prevented us from fecing the fun
fet- for many days, the atmofphere for many degrees above

the horxzon bemg totally obfcured by the floating maffes of «

,fand Durmg my ftay at SlCdeOl“ there were feveral ftorms

- of wind only, arifing in the north-eaft quarter, and veering -

'about until it fettled in the fouth-weft. The country people
-~ call them’ aundees, and typhawns ; but while they rage they

. may well be. ealled ‘hurricanes ; 3 deﬁroyxng every thmg in -
- their courfe, ;and bemg accompamed mth fuch quantities. of

duﬁ as to haVe the appearance of a movmg cawern app maCh' g
fimg to overwhelm the aanghted fpe{tators.- In one Of dlefe |
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ftorms of wind not a fingle tent in the whole camp was left
ftanding, ‘The duft raifed by the ftorm approaches with a
wave-like motion, and affords a clear idea of thofe tempefls
which are faid to happen on the plains of Arabia and in
Africa, and which are fo admirably defcribed by Lucan ; and
after him by Mr. Addifon:,

« - Sudden th’ impetuous hurricanes defcend,
Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play,
Tear up the fands, and fweep whole plains away.

Sees the dry defert all around him rife,

The helplefs traveller, with wild furprize, }
And, fmother'd in the dufty whirlwind, dies,

Tute reader will perhaps have pleafure in comparing thefe
with the following lines of Thomfon :

Strait the fands,
Commov'd around, in gathering eddizs play:

+ Nearer and ncarer, flill they dark’ning come ;
Till, with the general all-involving ftorm
Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife ;
And, by their noon-day fount deje&ted thrown,
Or funk at night in fad difaft rous fleep
Beneath defcending hills, the caravan
Is buried deep.

My intentions of vifiting Dehli were fruftated by the move-
ments of the army under Mirza Shuffy Khawn ;. and as no



"132 - TRAVELS IN

probability appeared of reaching that capital under the fanc-
tion of Major Brown’s embafly, and the country being over-
run by two hoftile armies, as well as by marauding parties
from each, and invaded by the Sciks from the province of
Lahore, 1 was obliged in prudence to dire¢t my courfe to-
wards Gwalior. T therefore fent off all my baggage under

 the efcort of a party of feapoys, and took my leave of Ma- |

- jor Brown on the 28th of April, at night. Added to the
evils which I intimated above, the whole country was at this
txme‘mfeﬁed by bands of robbers ; and during the march of

my {mall party they were attacked by a confiderable body of -

“horfemen, but by the good conduct of the havildar every
thmg was preferved. . On the 29th I arrived at the village
~of Dohlpoor, and on the following day croffed the river
_,_Chhmbull,' and ,mar_ched three cofs, in a north-weft dire&ion,
V'kth'r'ovilgh,the worft country I ever faw; full of ravines and

deep hollow-ways. As foon as I reached the ‘plain I en-

»camped under the walls ofa large mud fort, which had been
lately taken from the Rana of Gohud, by Madajee, Scindia,

: :the Ma.hratta chief. The Killidar, or govemor, treated my
: people extremely well, and penmtted them to purchafe grain .

;‘;‘and vegetables thhm the fort “but would not fuﬁ'er me ta
i”enter 1t ‘ ‘ :

!

T HE country through which I had Iately paﬂ'ed was maftr
jdrezry and defolate, not a blade of verdure to be any where /

:".}ffeen, and the ﬁm moﬁ mtenfely hot On the Iﬂz of May I
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arrived at Nurabad. This is a fmall town, with an old ftone
fort in it, and a ftone bridge over a fmall nullah, (a branch
of the Chumbull) confifting of feven tall and narrow pointed
arches : at the extreme of the three center arches are two
open pavilions, raifed upen the bridge, crowned with domes
on each fide ; and at the extremes of the other two arches are
fmall cones, all built of the fame ftone as the bridge, and
finifhed with little domes : the remaining part of the bridge
abuts againft the. banks. On the following day 1 arrived at
Gwalior.

I snuourp have remarked, that throughout the whole of
the above country, which I paffed in my way from Dohl-
poor, there did not appear the fmalleft trace of cultivation,
nor was there even a hut to be feen. The feafon, it is true,
was the wortft in the year for the appearance of the country,
and the hot winds had fet in with uncommon violence, which
deftroy every thing in their courfe, like the Angel of Defo-
lation. Befides all thefe unfavourable circumftances, it muft
alfo be remembered, that this is the bordering country, which
lies between the fine province of Malwah and that country yet
remaining under the dominion of the Great Mogul; and it
has confequently been, ever fince the eftablifhment of the
‘Mabhratta poWer, the fcene of perpetual wars.

Tue fort of Gwalior is feated on the top of a confider-
able mountain, rifing from a perfect flat country. To the
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uef’t are fome conﬁderable hills, among which is the pafs of
Narwah, leadmg to Ougion, the capital of the Malwah coun-
try, at prefent pofleffed by Madajee Scindia. The rock on

which the fort is fituated is on every fide perpepdieular, either -

by nature or art. At the north-weft end is the citadel and a
‘palace, and a chain of feven gates leading to the town at the

foot of the mountain. 'The town, and indeed the whole bafe

of the mountain, is furrounded by a wall; and'the place
has been generally confidered, by Europeans, as the Gibral-
tar of the Eaft, as well for its natural fituation as for the
fworks that have been conftructed for its fecunty V The town
:1s large, and contains fome few remains.of good houfes, and

a_ mofque

DURING the time of the Mogul government th1s placc

fwas the ﬁate pufon, where the obnoxxous branches of the .

Royal Famlly were always conﬁned -and where they were
; fallowed for- thexr amufement a Iarge menagene of beafts,
:ffuch as hons, tlgers &c - On’ the top of the mountain, I
am told there are confiderable cultlvated plams, and a good

'I.";fupply of 1 water ; mfomuch that a v1g11ant and adtive gover- -

‘nor mtght defend it acramﬁ ~almoft 2 any number of enemles,
who could only attack it from below ‘

- g‘:

E;’vu\f Hmdoﬁan Proper bexng about exghty miles to the; fouth
i of Agra, the ancxent capxtal of the emplre, ‘and one huvldred

: : Tms ancient and celcbrated fortrefs is ﬁtuated in the heart -
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and thirty from the neareft part of the Ganges. From Cal-

cutta it is, by the neareft route, upwards of eight hundred

miles ; nine hundred and ten by the ordinary road ; and about
two hundred and eighty from the Biitith frontiers. In the
ancient divifion of the empire it is claffed in the fubah of
Agra, and is often mentioned in hiftory as the capital of a
diftrict which produced a large revenue. We firft read of it
in the Hif}ory of Hindoftan, in the year 1008 ; and, during
the two following centuries, it was twice reduced by famine.
It is probable that it muft, in all ages, have been a military
poft of the utmoft confequence, both from its fituation in
refpe@ to the capital, and from the peculiarity of its {cite,
which was generally deemed impregnable. With refpect to
its relative pofition, it muft be confidered, that it ftands on
the principal road leading from Agra to Malwah, Guzerat,
and the Decan; and that near the place where it enters the
hilly tract, which advances from Bundelcund, Malwah, and
Agimere, to a parallel with the river Jumna, throughout the
greateft part of its courfe. From thefe circumftances, as well
as from its natural and acquired advantages as a fortrefs, the

_ pofleflion of it was deemed as neceflary to the ruling empe-

rors of Hindoftan, as Dover Caftle might be to the Saxon
and Norman Kings of England.

Ox the difmemberment of the Mogul empire, Gwalior
appears to have fallen to the lot of a Rajah of the Jaut tribe
of Hindoos, who afflumed the government of the diftri& in
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which it is immediately fituated, under the title of Rana of
Gohud or Gohd. Since that period it has changed mafters
more than once: the Mahrattas, whofe dominions extend to
the neighbourhood of it, having fometimes poffeffed it, and,
at other times, the Rana; but the means of t‘ransfer( were al-

‘ways either by famine or treachery.

Gwar1oR was in the pofleflion of Madajee Scindia in the

year 1779 ;.at the clofe of which year the Governor General
and Council of Bengal concluded an alliance with the Rana
of Gohud ; in confequence of which, four battalions of Sea-
- poys, of five hundred men each, and fome pieces of artillery,
“were fent to his afliftance, his diftri& beiﬁg over-run by the

Mahrattas, and he himfelf fhut up in his fortrefs of Gohud.

'_ The grand object of this alliance was to penetrate intd Scin-

dia’s country, and finally to draw him from the weﬁem fide
of India, where he then was, attendmo the motions of Gene-
- ral Goddard, who was employed in the redu@ion of Guzerat.
In adopting this meafure, the idea of Mr. Haftings was, that

" when Scindia found his own dominions in danger, he would

- detach himfelf from thc confedcracy, of which he was the .

_principal member, and thus leave matters open for an accom-

“modation with the court of Poonah the principal feat of the -
,".‘Mahratta government and the event was anfwerable to, this -

cxpe&atxon Major, now Coloncl Popham, was appointed
" to the command of this httle army, fent to the Rana’ s affift-

,:":Sancc, and was very fuccefsful as well in clearmg the wun-
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try of the enemy, as in expelling them from one of their
moft valuable diftricts, and keeping pofleflion of it. Mr.
Haftings, who juftly concluded that the capture of Gwalior,
if practicable, would not only open the way into Scindia’s
country, but would alfo add to the reputation of the Britith '
arms, in a degree much beyond the rifque and expence of
the undertaking, repeatedly exprefled his opinion to Major
Popham, together with a wifh that it might be attempted ;
and founding his hopes of fuccefs on the confidence that the
garrifon would probably have in the natural ftrength of the
place, it was determined that it fhould be attacked. As the
fuccefs, therefore, of this enterprize is only generally known,
I have added the following account of the manner of cbtain-
ing pofleflion of it, from a letter written by Captain Jonathan
Scott, at that time Perfian interpreter to Major Popham, to
his brother Major John Scott, who has obligingly permitted

the infertion of it in this }vork :

“ Tue fortrefs of G“ alior ftands on a vaft rock of about
four miles in length; but narrow, and of unequal breadth,
and nearly flat on the top. The fides are fo fteep, as to
appear almoft perpendicular in every part ; for where it was
not naturally fo, it has been fcraped away; and the height,
from the plain below, "is from two hundred to three hundred
feet. The raripart conforms to the edge of the precipice all
round, and the only entrance is by fteps running up the fide
of the rock, defended on the fide next the country by a wall
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and baftions, and farther guarded by feven flone gateways,
at certain diftances from each other. The area within is
full of noble bulldmgs, refervoirs of water, wells, and cul-
tivated land ; fo that it is really a little diftrict in itfelf. A€
the north-weft foot of the mountain is the town, pretty large,
well built, the houfes all of ftone. To have befieged this
place would have been vain ; for nothing but a furprize or
blockade could have carried it.

"

““ A TRIBE of Banditti,rfrom the diftri& of the Rana, had
been accuftomed to rob about this town, ,ahd.onc’e in the
dead of night had climbed up the rock, and got into the
fort. This intelligence they had communicated to the Rana,
who often thought of availing himfelf of it, but was fear-
- ful of undertaking an enterprize of fuch moment with his
own troops. At length he informed Major Popham of it,

~ who fent a party of the robbers to conduct fome of his own
fpies to the fpot : they accordlncrly climbed up in the night,
and found that the guards generally went to flecp after their

'V“Amunds MaJor Popham now ordered ladders to be made,

‘but with fo much fecrecy, that, until the mght of the fur-

s

PI'IZC, only myfelf and a few others knew of 1t

O the 3d of Auguﬁ in the evening, a party was or- |

( idcred to be in: readmefs to march under thc command of
;éCaptam, lelxam Bruce .and Ma_;or Popham put himfelf at
»”.“f'fthe head of two battahons, 'whxch vvere 1mmedlate]y to fol-
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low the ftorming party. To prevent, as much as poflible,
any noife in approaching or afcending the rock, a kind of
thoes, of woollen cloth, were made for the Seapoys, and
ftuffed with cotton. At eleven o’clock the whole detachment
moved from the camp at Reypoor, eight miles from Gwalior,

through unfrequented paths, and reached it a little before day-

“break. Juft as Capt. Bruce arrived at the foot of the rock,

he faw the lights which accompanied the rounds moving
along thcaramparts, and heard the centinels cough (the mode
of fignifying that all is well in an Indian camp or garrifon),
which might have damped the fpirits of many men, but
ferved only to infpire him with more confidence, as the mo-
ment for a&tion, that is, the interval between the paffing of
the rounds was now afcertained: accordingly, when the lights
were gone, the wooden ladders were placed againft the rock,
and one of the robbers firft mounted, and returned with an
account that the guard was retired to fleep. Lieutenant Ca-
meron, our engineer, next mounted, and tied a rope ladder
to the battlement of the wall 5 this kind of ladder being the
only one adapted to the purpofe of fcaling the wall in a body
(the wooden ones only ferving to afcend the crag of the rock,
and to affift in' fixing the rope ladder). When all was ready,
Captai.n Bruce, with twenty Seapoy grenadiers, aflembled
without being difcovered, and fquatted down under the para-
pet 5 but, before a reinforcement arrived, three of the party
had fo little recollection a$ to fire on fome of the garrifon,
who happened.to be lying afleep near them ; this had nearly
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ruined the whole plan : the garrifon were of courfe alarmed,
and ran in great numbers towards the place ; but, ignorant of
the firength of the affailants (as the men fired on had been
killed outright), they fuffered themfelves to be ftopped by the
warm fire kept up by the fmall party of grenadiers, until

v %
L

Major Popham himfelf, with a confiderable reinforcement,
came to their aid. The vamfon then retreated to the inner-
buildings, and difcharged a few rockets, but foon afterwards
retreated precipitately through the gate ; whilft the prmmpal‘
officers, thus deferted, affembled together in one houfe, and
hung out a white flag. Major Popham fent an officer to
give them affurance of quarter and protecion ; and thus, in
. the {pace of two hours, this importéin't and aftonithing fortrefs
- was completely m our poﬂ'eﬁ'lon we had only twenty men
wounded and none killed. On the fide of the enemy, Ba-
pogee, the Governor, was Kkilled, and moﬁ: of the principal

ofﬁcers were wounded >

Iris neceﬂ'ary to add to'this account, that fome time after,

: ihe fort was given up to the Rana of Gohud, who kept poflef-
- ﬁon of it until the time of which I am now fpeaking ; the
: peace bemg agreed on between the Britith Government and
Scmdm, although not finally fettled, that chief found himfelf
,".f’at Ielfure to mvef’t it once more, and was at this time before
the place with - fe'venty thoufand men : he, however, only ef-
: ";fe&cd its reduéhon by the treav"hery of one of the Rana s of-

“ A

wof the ¥FORRT of GWALIOR.
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view of Gwalior is given, taken on that fide where the Eng.
lifh troops efcaladed, which was near the center of the length

of the mountain.

IT would be the height of ingratitude not to make my ac-
knowledgements, in this place, to Meflrs. Anderfons, who
»,x__vere' then in Scindia’s camp, forming the treaty of peace and
a}}iqnce between the Englifh Company and Madajee Scindia,
and which was afterwards {o ably concluded by thofe gentle-
men, for the uncommon attentions I there received. Mr.
Anderfon had fent an efcort of Mahratta horfe to Dohlpoor
for my protection, which was abfolutely neceffary, from the
then ftate of the country. |

Frowm the fatigue I had undergone, from the violent heats
and expofure to the fun, in making my drawings, I found
myfelf about this time, as indeed I had been for fome time
back, in a very igdiﬂ'erent ﬁatc of health; nor was I able to
ftir abroad for many days after my arrival at Gwalior: in
“fhort, when I was, I was prevented from vifiting the camp of
the Mahrattas, fince the peace not being fully adjufted, many
fufpicions might have arifen to retard what was now fo ar-
dently defired, thefe people not having the remoteft idea of
~ any perfon vifiting countries for {cientific information, in any
line whatfoever, After remaining ten days, I therefore de-

termined to purfue my journey, with all expedition, to Luck-
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now ; and accordingly proceeded by Dauk Bearers, and ieftA ~

my fervants, with my baggage, to follow at leifure.

I seT off on the 12th, at night, and reached Gohud on
the following day, where I ﬁoppcd a few hours to refreth
myfelf: - but I found an Englithman, who was a watch-

maker, but at this time commanded two battalions of the -

Rana’s infantry ; he exprefled himfelf heartily tired of ,11{;
military career, and a wifh to return within the Britith terri-

tory, to his former occupation, as he had made fome little

property in the Rana’s fervice, which he wifhed to retreat
with, but had no mecans to convey it, not being fuffered
to depart ; he therefore requefted I would take charg'e of a

cafket for him to Lucknow, which T readily did, and deli- -
vered it to his friend. Had I, howcwer, forefeen the dif--

mal country I was to pafs through, I thould have been ex-

' trcmely averfe to this undertakmg, for, from the town of

Gohud, it is hardly poflible for the imavmatlon to ﬁgure any
- thing fo difmal, dufky, and barren. There were no vil-

légés, and fcarcely a human being to be found, until I arrived
"near the river Chumbull the banks of which are very hxgh

and defcendmg through deep ravines, in fomc of which are

huts :'in this part, as a ﬁranger pafles, every now and then

T l a favage-hke bemg ftarts out, completely armed in their way ;
;:‘fortunately, however the countenance of an European’ is, in
the prefcnt day, a paiTport 1 was two days and a night on

thxs journey from Gwalior to Etaya. The heats, in the mid-
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dle of the day were extreme, and the bearers, having one
day miffed their way in this ocean of fand, they fet me
down, and left me, while they went fome diftance to a hut

to enquire the road. In this fituation I was for upwards of

_tvo hours, when fome of them.returned; and heartily re-

joiced I was at the fight of a human being: it was impofli-
ble, indeed, to be angry at their long ftay, when I confidered
what they muft have fuffered.  On my arrival at Etaya, the
fight oI a few green herbs made me confider it as almoft a

very Eden.

Ox the 16th, 1 finifhed this journey at Lucknow, when
the heats and fatigue I had fuffered brought on a violent
dyfentery, and a palpitation at the heart, from which I was

long in recovering. Colonel Polier received me with his

wonted hofpitality ; and I remained with that gentleman
about ten days: my indifpofition, however, rather increafing
than abating, his houfe being a large bungelow *, was con-

fequently very hot, and therefore Colonel Martin, who had

* Bungelows are buildings in India, generally raifed on abafe of brick, one,
two, or three feet from the ground, and confift only of one ftory ; the plan of
them ufually is, a large room in the center for an eating and fitting room, and
rooms at each corner for fleeping ; the whole is covered with one general thatch,

which comes low to each fide ; the fpace between the angle roors are viranders,

or open porticoes, to fit in during the evenings : the center hall is lighted from

the fides with windows, and a large door in the center ; fometimes the center

viranders, at each end, are converted into rooms.
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a large brick houfe, had the goodnefs to invite me to his,
where, by his great and moft friendly care, and the admi-
niftering of proper remedies, I gradually recovered ; to him,
therefore, I may now fay I owe the life I at.prefent enjoy.

I caxnoT but add, that, independent of this circumftance,

I feel a weight of obligations to that gentleman, for the many,,

and repeated inftances of his kind and friendly attentigx(
During my ftay in his houfe I painted feveral pi&ures’,“é‘rﬁ;ng

others, a large one, a view of the Palace of the Nabob, from _

which a print has been engraved, which is annexed.
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CHAP. VIIL

Departure from Lucknow— Voyage down the River Goomty—
Danger from Banditti— Fionpoor—Maufoleum—SafJeram—
Mayfoleum of Shere Shabh—— Death of Mr. Cleveland— Ar-

- vival at Calcutta— Reflellions on the State of the Arts in

*av

India—A new Project— Advice to Artifts travelling in India.

F INDING myfelf tolerably recovered, I now determined to
return towards Calcutta, and, inftead of travelling the fame
route by which I came, I refolved to pafs by water down the
river GOOmty. I left Lucknow, therefore, on.the 16th of
July 5 and, from the various windings of the river, I did not

enter the Ganges (into which the river falls) until the 1ft of

| Auvgutt,

THE banks of this river are, in moft places, very beauti-
ful, and at this feafon particulaﬂy {o, having {mooth, ﬂoping’
banks of vegetable earth, and a fine verdure. There are
many villages on its banks between Lucknow and the town
of Jionpoor, but lefs cultivation than I fhould have judged
would have been neceffary frem the apparent population. It

is fomewhat dangerous to proceed down this river without

an cfcort of the military for protection: near the village of
Sultanpoor, there appeared a body of about fifty horfe be-

L34
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longing to a famous marauder, Rah Sing, who had made
himfelf extremely obnoxious by his depredations. His party
watched my boats the whole of one night, within fifty yards

of us; the alertnefs of my Seapoys, however, prevented any -

attack, and at day-break the party marched off. -

I\IOT far from where this river enters the Ganges, ftands+

the fort of Jionpoor, a building of confiderable extent, cu g -

high bank commanding the bridge. It is now chleﬂy in

ruins, though formerly, from ﬁrength and natural fituation, =

it commanded the country from the Ganges quite to Luck-
now: it was built by Sultan Feroz Shah, about the year
1102 ; ‘and this place at one time was the feat of an empire.
Chaja Jehan, Vizier to Sultan Mahummud Shah, during the
minority of his fon, Sultan Mamood Shah, affumed the title

of Sultan Shirki (or King of the Eaft), and took poﬂ'eﬁion :

of Bahar, and fixed his reﬁdence at Jionpoor, where he built
bthe great musjiid or maufoleum, which is ftill remaining, for
the interment of himfelf and his family. This ruin is a great
pyramld in the front, blunt at the top, the apex being cut

off; the front is covered with ornaments. Over the center *

of the buxldmg, in which are the remains of the tombs, rifes
a dome, but much below the front of the ‘building which is

fecn from w1thout there has a'{o been a fquare of bulldmgs‘ N
.yfm the front as appears by the foundanons, Wthh now., only -
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Tue bridge of flone crofling the Goomty at this place is

in tolerable repair, and confifls of fixteen pointed arches ; on -

the top of the bridge are many little fhops on both fides, built
of ftone. From a Perfian infcription on the bridge, we find
it was founded by Khan Khannah, Vizier to the Emperor
Acbar, and Subah of the province of Oud, in the year 1567.

~The found principles upon which this bridge is built, are

p\ieyed by its having withftood, for fuch a length of time,
the force of the ftream, which in time of the rains is very
great, 'The inundations have been frequently known to rife

even over the bridge, infomuch, that in the year 1774, a

~ whole brigade of the Britifh forces pafled over it in boats*.

" TuE river Goomty falls into the Ganges at a fmall diftance
below the city of Benares, whence I proceeded dirett to Buxar.
At this time I alfo determined to make a journey to Safferam,
twenty cofs inland, the birth-place of the Emperor Shere Shah,
to vifit the maufoleum of that Emperor, and to make draw-
ings of it. This being the feafon of the rains, it was with
difficulty I could pafs in my pallankeen ; in many places the
bearers waded above their middle in water, and the whole

ground was one continued {wamp.

I coulLD not but be greatly ftruck with the grandeur of

this monument, rifing from the center of a large {quare lake,

* A brigédc confifts of ten thoufand men.
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each fide bounded by mafonry,‘ émd defcending to the water

by ftone fteps on every fide, now greatly ruined. I ‘Judged,
by walking round the lake, and meafurmg it by time, to ex-
ceed a mile. The plan of this maufoleum is a {quare bafe,
rifing from the center of the lakc havmg at each angle pavi-

lions crowned with domes, and finithed with a cullus ; from ’

this bafe was a bridge, that, from the ruins now remammg .
‘muft have confifted of fix pointed arches, Wthh commr,rﬁ-
- cated to the ﬁde of the lake, and on two ﬁdes are a double

- flight of {’teps to the water ; on the bafe is ralfed an o&agon .

burldmg, havmg three pointed arches in each face, and on

 each angle are pavrhons finithed like the former. Somewhat

-behind this runs an o&agon with one window in each fide,

“-and on the angles ‘pavilions like the others below ; behind -

. thrs is lrkewrfe an o&agon, nmety-two feet in dlameter, and

’L“?

frOm the extremes fprmg the dome, whrch is finithed on the .
'/53 top by a {fmall pavrlxon, like thofe: already defcribed. A great
part of the buxldmg 1s now ~covered with ihrubs and trees,

whrch have taken root wrthm the ftones, and promife a fpeedy
decay, 1f not a total overthrow, of . this grand pile. - ‘The

country in the newhbourhood is hrlly, and furroundmg the

Iake are. hrlls formed by the -excavations when 1t was ﬂrﬁ

smade moﬂ: of thefe are now covered wrth trees. . The in-

h:rve had any decoratrons The tomb of the Empe-

1 ‘of‘ the burldmg is | perfe&ly plam nor does it appearﬂ
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like the reft of the building, is of a fine gray free-ftone, now
difcoloured by age and neglect.

Ox my return to Buxar, I proceeded to Bauglepoor, where
I found my friend Mr. Cleveland on the bed of ficknefs,
which in lefs than three months deprived the Indian world of

his valuable life, a lofs irretrievable to his friends, and moft

foverely felt by the public.

A cONSTANT, and indeed an inceffant application to pub-
lic bufinefs, without fufficient care of a very delicate frame,
and poftponing, until it became too late, the expedient of try-
ing a more favourable climate, terminated the mortal exr{t-
ence of this ineftimable man, who died on board a thip, at -
the mouth of the Ganges, in which he had embarked for
the Cape of Good Hope. His remains were brought back
in the pilot veflel that had attended the fhip, and were after-
wards depofited at Bauglepoor, where a handfome monument

has been ereted to his memory.

I arr1vED at Calcutta on the 24th of September,! after a
journey of nine months and fourteen days, through a country
which had once been fubjeé to the Moguls ; the greateft and

the richeft enlpire, perhaps, of which the human annals can

produce an inftance, and which was adorned by many really

great chara&ers in polmcs and in arms.
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1 CANNOT look back at the various fcenes through which

I paﬂ'ed in thefe excurfio ions, without almoft mvoluntanly in-
dulging a train of refletions relative to the ftate of the arts,

‘under this, as well as under-the Hindoo government, - The

amazing monuments which are ftill to be 'fOlexd!in India

'~ prove the Muffulman conquerors to have been well acquamt- .

~ed with the prmcxples of architeGure, and at leaft to have

had a tafte for. grand compofition ; in palntm on the Conte

[
trary, they have only exercifed themfelves in miniature, many

of. “hxch are hxghly beautiful in compof tion and in delicacy - |

of colour 5 then' attempts in’ thxs art have alfo been conﬁned
b to water-colours s and they have laboured under a further dxf.

advantagc the rehgxon of Mahommed prohlbmng all refem-

blances of ammated nature.rv \Vhether the Arabs have ever

tranfgreﬂ'ed the law in this’ pomt I know not ‘but probably, |
B ount of the remotenefs of Indxa from thc original feat -
of th ‘ehgxon of Mahommed, it may have Ioﬁ ‘much of its

i _,‘%’and may, therefore, have left the prmces of Indla at
ore hberty to mdulge themfelvcs m thlS elegant art.v o

flowers ¢ arved wnh conﬁdcrable abxhty

edans 1 Ih? omamental parts of archxte&ure :;Some of the
‘Ip_tu'res in thexr bmldmgs are very'hlthy to be commended

cealy fculpture there are no mf’cances of excellence among the 5
4»;17\‘/I‘oors, e vcept in’ the Ta_;e Mahel at Agra, upon Wthh there .

(E Hxndoos appmr to me to nfe {upenor, to the Mahom-
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for the beauty of the execution ; they may, indeed, be faid to

be very finely drawn, and cut with a peculiar tharpnefs. The
inftance which is produced in this work of a column from the
temple of Vis Vifha, at Benares, will prove it, although cut
in free-ftone. A fimilar inftance cut in black bafalt, in the
collection of Charles Townley, Efq. (on which are ornaments
fimilar to thofe which are referred to above), is a ftriking proof
of* their power in this art. This column was brought from
Gour, an ancient city, (now fotally demolithed) fituated on
the eaftern thore of the Ganges, nearly oppofite to Rajema-
hel. I have feen many inftances of caft metal ftatues, rela-
tive to Hindoo mythology, that prove their perfect know-

ledge in the art of cafting. Thefe works, as they apply to
the religion of Bramah, are both curious and valuable ; but,
as they are purely mythological, the artifts have only con-
fidered the fymbolical character, without the proper atten-
tion, and, perhaps, without a power of giving a perfect beau-

tiful form, fuch'as we fee {in the Grecian ftatues.

TuE paintings of the Hindoos, as they are, like their {culp-
ture, chiefly applied to reprefent the objeéts of their religious
worfhip, are certainly not fo perfect as the Moorifh pictures,
which are all portraits. A conftant ftudy of fimple nature,
it is well known, will produce a refemblance which is fome-
times éﬁonifhing, and which the painter of ideal objects never

can arrive at.
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:I cANNOT clofe thefe pages“{vithout mentioning an inten-k
- tion which I entertained, after my laft journey, of undertak-
ing another from the Ganges, through the Decan, to the
weftern coaft of India; and which I fhould recommend to

the attention of any artift who may be induced to vifit India,

in future, with intentions fimilar to thofe which drew me

:from my name country. I meant to have commenced my

:, ' Joumcy at Benares, and finithed at Surat.  As this is i,part
j; of Indxa untrodden by an artift, much matter might be col-

le&ed relative to the flate of ancient India, as many of the

: Rajahs in that part of the country poffefs lands handed down
from the. carlieft period of the Hindoo records.. I muft think,

from what I have feen of the Hindoo charaer, that fuch a
Joumey mlght be carried into execution with perfet fafety,
“ and would add greatly to our flock of knowledae relative to
the Eaﬁern contment L j ‘
I'r 1s but too true that thc cxpenccs would be conﬁderable

from the neccﬁity of belng attended by a great number of
_;.igffewants for, as is Juﬁly obferved by Mr. Orme, in his
fecond. volumc, 8¢ 'Ihe dlfferent cafts of the Indian rehglon

bemcr approprlatcd to fpecxﬁc and heredltary vocatlons, many -

of them are entxrely prohlbxted from fervﬂe oiﬁces and hard

;bxdg by that alonc to whxch he was bom : the hufbandman
fuld bc dlfhonoured by employmg hlS mattoc.c, exceptmo-

our, '"'and of thofc allotted to fuch’ occupatxons, each muft

n thc' ﬁéld he, is to fow and even Iower races have their dxf-'
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tin@ions, infomuch, that the cooly, who carries a burden on
his head, will not carry it on his thoulder.” The reputa-
tion, however, that would neceffarily attend the completion
of fuch an undertaking, would be more gratifying than what-
ever wealth might be accumulated in the common track of
profeflional purfuits.

]

A rainTER for fuch purfuits ought neceffarily to be en-
dowed with three great qualities ; a perfect knowledge of his

. art, and with powers to execute readily and correctly ; judge-

ment to chufe his fubjects ; and fancy to combine and dif-
pofe them to advantage. The firft I muft fuppofe him pof-
feffed of ; in the fecond is included the choice of fubjed,
with the knowledge of all the parts neceffary for fuch a fub-
je&t ; and in the third is included the combination of all the
different parts, fo as to produce a gencral effect: but the
imagination muft be under;the ftric guidance of cool judge-
ment, or we fhall have fanciful reprefentations inftead of the
truth, which, above all, muft be the object of fuch refearches.
Every thing has a particular character, and certainly it is the
finding out the real and natural charatter which is required ;
for {hovuld a painter be poflefled of the talents of a Raphael,
and were he to reprefent a Chinefe with the beauty of a Gre-
cian character and form, however excellent his work might

be, it would ftill have no pretenfions to reputation as charac-

- teriftical of that nation.
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- Maxy other tours in that interefting country might be un; _

“dertaken by the enterprizing artift. We know that the whole

coaﬁ of Malabar poﬂ'cffes picturefque beauty equal to any-

country on earth ; and how valuable would be the reprefenta-
- tion of that {cenery, whether as a matural obje&, or as.con-

ncéted with the hlﬁory of . the country, and the manners of |

};the pcople? Picures are colleCied from their value as fpeci-
~mens of human excellencc and genius exercifed i in a fine art;

-1and _)uf’dy are thcy fo: but I cannot help thmkmg, that they
- would nfe fhll hwher in eftimation, were they connected with
the hlftory of the various countries, and did they fatthfully
reprefent the manners of mankmd
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