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FOREWORD

The Census in India has a long tradition of undertaking and promoting investigation
on diverse aspects of the socio-economic life of the country. During 1961 Census, on
the initiative of my illustrious predecessor Shri A. Mitra, a study of more tilan
500 villages was taken up. As far as possible these villages were chosen to represent
adequately geographical, occupational and ethnic diversity. The brief account of
the test of selection is furnished here.

(a) The first group of villages was so selected that each of them would contain
one dominant community with one predominating occupation ; for instance, fisher-
men, forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, salt-makers, quarry workers
etc. A village should have a minimum population of 400, the optimum being 500

and 700.

(b) The second group of villages was to be of numerically prominent Scheduled
Tribes of the State. Each village would represent a particular tribe. The minimum
population should be 400, the optimum being 500 and 700.

(c) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and settlec
character and contain variegated occupations and be, if possible, multi-ethnic in
composition. By fair size was meant a population of 500 and 700 persons or more
The village should mainly depend on agriculture and be sufficiently away from the
major sources of modern communication such as the district admiristrative head-
quarters and business centres. It should be roughly a day’s journey from the above
places.

The villages were to be selected with an eye to wvariation in terms of size

proximity to city and other means of modern communication, nearn i
: . R » ess t
jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be a regional distribution throoug};:gsf

the State of this category of villages. If. however, a particular district contained
significant ecological variations within its area. more than one village in the district
might be selected to study the special adjustments to them.

While the surveys in most of the villages were undertaken by the qualified
personnel appointed by the Census Organization, in some cases reputed scholars

were invited to take up projects in collaboration with the Census Organisation. I
am glad that Prof. (Miss) Duttagupta offered to take up a village in West Bengal
for intensive socio-economic survey.
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For the purpose of the survey a schedule drawn uj) by the Census Organization
was made available to Prol. (Miss) Duttagupta. It was. however, entively left to
her discretion to make necessary modifications in the schedule. The Social Studics
Unit in the Oflice of the Superintendent of Census Operations, West Bengal, under
the guidance of Shri S. Sinha collaborated with her in this project to a considerable
extent. This report is a testimony to a useful collaboration between a government
organization and private research. My thanks to Prof. (Miss) Duttagupta and the
colleagues in the Census Organization who have collaborated with her in the pre-
paration of this monograph.

A. Chandra Sekhar

Registrar General, India

PREFACE

During my stay abroad, I was constanily made to fecl at different seminars on
Indian Sociology held at the School of Oriental & African Studies and the London
School of Economics & Political Science. that I had not seen ‘village India’ from
within. It is indeed true; I spent mostly in towns in Bengal and in the city of
Calcutta and had visited a village in East Bengal only once. My knowledge of the
Indian social institutions. particularly in the village level, was thus never primary.
So, on my return home in 1961, I wrote a personal letier to Sri Asok Mitra, then
Registrar General, Government of India. expressing my desire to undertake a village
survey within the competence of the Census department of the Government of India.
Mr. Mitra was extremely kind to concede to my wishes. The present monograph is
the outcome of a near-adventure request to the Registrar General in 1961.

My full-time teaching assignment at the University of Caleutta stood in the way
of doing the field-work in the traditional way. ie. in onc long and single spell.
Instead, I had to spread it over a period of time. doing the field-work at intervals.
I started doing it during the summer holidays. May-Junce in 1962. 1 could not be
at it again.till January 1964 as I was taken seriously ill [o1 months together in 1963.
Since January 1864. I visited the village quite a number of times, during short
holidays and weck-ends. By my repeated visits [ was able to develop an informal
relationship with the members of the village and it helped me in establishing a
rapport with the villagers. Without this rapport it is not easy to see village India
from within. My work at Chandrabhag (the village under survey) had really been
a pleasure, an experience too. But for this field study in the village my knowledge
and conception of Indian social realities would have remained incomplete and
absolutely half-done.

I sincerely thank all the people of Chandrabhag for their kind and the most
ungrudging co-operation with me in my work. I owe my debt of affection specially
to Sri Nishit Ghosal, Sri Deepak Banerjce and Sm. Arati Banerjee for their constant
help throughout the period of survey. [ will be failing in my duties if I do not
offer my sincerest thanks to the authorities of the Sreekrishna Girly’ Higher Secondary
School for providing me with accommodation in the School quarters during the
period of my survey. Last but not least. I owe my debt of gratitude to the Census
department, West Bengal. in general, and to Sri S. Sinha, in particular. for helping
me in different ways. Though my investigation in the village was done primarily
according to the schedules supplied by the Census department, 1 took occasional
liberty in inserting extra-schedule information whenever possible. 1 hope this has
not marred the scientific rigour of the village study.

Bela Duttagupta
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CHAPTER !
THE VILLAGE

THE SETTING

The district of Howrah is situated in the
south-cast of the Burdwan Division beiween 12
48 North Latitude and between 87 237 East
Longitude. According to the Surveyor Geaeruld
of India. the arca of the district is 368.2 squure
miles, while according to the Director of Land
Records and Survey of West Bengal it is 560.1
square miles. In 1951 Census the district had
a population of 1.611.373. while in the Ceasus
1961 the population is 2,038,477 Barring Cal-
cutta, Howrah is thc smallest district in West
Bengal but it holds the 6th place for the most
numerous population of all distri¢ts in the State.
The overall density of population of the district
in 1951 was 2,877 to the square mile. The
rural density was 2,004, while the urban density
per squarc mile was 31.465. The overadl den-
sity of population of the district in 1961 Census
changed to 3,639 to the square mile. The rural
density of population per square mile was 2353
and that for the urban area was 18,554.

The district is bounded in the noith by
Arambag and Serampore subdivisions: on tie
cast by Barrackpore. Sadar und Diamond Har-
bour subdivisions of the 24-Parganas and Cal-
cutta © on the south by Tamluk subdivision of
Midnapore, and on the west partly by Tas-
luk and Ghatal subdivisions of the latter dis-
trict and partly by Arambag subdivision  of
Hooghly district. The boundaries are  part-
ly natural and partly artificial.  On the  west
and south-west, the river Rupnarayan and on
the east and the south-east the river Hooghly
constitute natural boundarics, while on the
north. the boundary is formed by the Bally
khal and an artificial line marking the southern
limit of the district.

The district of Howrah has two subdivisions
—Sadar or Howrah and Uluberia with their
headquarters at Howrah city and Uluberia. The
Sadar subdivision covers the thanas of Howrah
(Bantra. Golabari, Malipanchghara). Sibpur,
Bally. Domjur. Jagacha. Sankrail, Jagatballuvnur
and Panchla : the Uluberia subdivision has n it

the thanas of Amta, Bagnan. Uluberia, Sham-
pur and Bawria. There are a total of 847
midtizas borne on the Jurisdiction List, of which
nine are uninhabited and 815 inhabited.
Chandrabhag, the village under survey belongs
to the thana of Bagnan, in Uluberia subdivision.

PHYSICAL ASPECT

The district of Howrah has an irregular tri-
angular shape, bounded on two sides by great
rivers, the apex of which lies at their confluence
near the James and Mary Sands (Gadpur). Its
extreme length  from east to west is about 28
miles, and its extreme length from north to sou~th
is nearly 40 miles. Hemmed in  between the
Hooghly on the cast and the Rupnarayan on the
west, and  intersected by the ‘Damodar, the
Howrah district consists of a {lat alluvial .plain
with o eradual flow of drainage being consc:
quently to the south and south-east. Three dis-
tinct tracts have been formed by the  peculiar
setting of the rivers in the district, viz., an east-
ern track stretching away from the Hooghly and
its branch the Saraswati, a central tract traversed
by the Damodar and its branch the Kana Damo-
dar or Kansiki, and a western tract consisting of
the country between the Damodar and the Rup-
narayan. The upper courses of the Damodar
and the Rupnarayan are somewhat higher than
the Hooghly ; and in the intervening country are
numerous water-courses or creeks, called Khals
which run dry or are very shallow in the hot,
weather, and the beds of a great many of them
are now cultivated in summer and put under
Boro paddy. The villages are situated at great
distances. Long embankments to protect the
country from inundation is a common sight ;
roads are few in number and also the number of
vehicular traffic is cxtremely meagre.

Sorr,

' The soil throughout the district of Howrah
s entirely alluvial in nature. beine formed  of
the deposits of the Hooghly, Damodar and Rup-
narayan rivers. Soil samples collected from
Aifferent parts of the lower  Damodar  Valley

1A



4 CHANDRABHAG

Region collected by the Joint Committee for a
Diagnostic Survey of the Damodar Valley Region
show local variations as indicated by the naturc
of soil profiles, differences in PH values and
chemical composition. Of every ten soil profiles
it appears that as many as six profiles show a
zone of clay accumulation at a depth of 24”-36”,
The results of chemical analysis indicate that
the soils of the district are very low in organic
matter content, ranging between 0.3 and 3 per
cent. in subsoil and 0.9 per cent. in the top soil.
It will, therefore, be necessary to add large
amounts of organic manure to the soil, if its
fertility is to be increased. The PH values in-
dicate that the north-eastern part of the area is
almost wholly acidic, whereas the southern and
eastern portions are neutral to alkaline. Inten-
sive cultivation of rice is practised in acidic and
neutral soils. This accounts for higher percent-
age of land under rice in Jagatballavpur in the
north, Bagnan in the east and Shampur in the
south. In certain parts of Jagatballavpur, where
soils are strongly acidic, yield of paddy per
Bigha is very high, 18 to 20 maunds per Bigha.
where the average for the entire district is 7 to 8
maunds. Rice yield being very high at the
Shampur area, there were about 15 rice-husking
mills. Finest quality of table rice, it is report-
ed, used to be exported abroad from Shampur
area till recently.

Crops

Aman rice is the main crop, which grows in
abundance throughout the district. In areas
with defective drainage, coarse variety is grown.
Boro rice is cultivated in the north-western part
of the district subject to flooding. Aus rice is
grown in limited quantities on relatively higher
land, and it is slowly being replaced by jute.
There is also a tendency to grow jute on Aman
land and to harvest it before rice seedlings are
transplanted. Pulses are grown mainly in the
flood-plains of the Damodar, and as a subsidiary
crop, wherever local conditions are favourable.
Sugarcane and wheat have been recently intro-
duced, and are faring well.

Betelvine or Pan is an important cash crop in
this district. Large scale cultivation of Pan is
confined to three arecas, Domjur, Amta and
Bagnan. Lure of ready money has been so pre-
dominant that Pan cultivation is replacing rice
cultivation in Bagnan area. This switchover. it
is locally claimed, is due to the impoverishment
of the soil to produce rice in profitable quantities
after the flood of 1959. 1t is time that there

should be some restriction in acreage under betel-
vine or Pan, and it should be allowed to grow on
land which cannot be put to any other crop
cultivation.  The crop position of the district will
be visualized from the following table:

TABLE 1

ACREAGE UNDER DIVFERENT CROPS. 1960-61

Cultive-
Acreage Not avail- able hut
Crops under able for not
cultivation  cultivation  eultivated
Rice 218,100
Cereals and pulses 11,300 .. .
Other food crops 13.431
Orchard ele, 27.600
Tobaceo and jute 10,500 . 42,000
Settlement-—
78,000
Total cropped arca 286,700 Forests---
1,257

FLORA AND FAUNA

The vegetation is composed almost exclusive-
ly of the aquatic and marsh plants commonly
met with in the alluvial rice fields of Bengal,
such as Hydrilla, Utricularia, Caesulia, or of
those semi-spontaneous plants that form the
village shrubberies of Central Bengal, such as
Glvcosmis, Trema, Urena, Solanum, Datura,
Leonotis and the like. Waste Pplaces are general-
ly covered by a weedy vegetation, and one of the
striking features of the district is thc extent of
exotic weeds in the area. Many of them. in-
deed, such as Scoparia-Ageratum, Evolvulus
nummnudarins and Peperomia pellucida, though
now remarkably abundant, were originally
natives of America. Apart from these, other
common large trees are mango (Mangifera
Indica), Bel (Aegle Marmelos), Lichi (Litchi
chinensis), Jamrul (Eugenia Javanica), date
palm (Phonix svlvestris), palmyra palm (Bora-
ssus  flabillifer).  coconuts (Cocos nucipera),
banyan (Ficas bengalensis), Pipal (Ficus reli-
giosa). Sal (Shorea rofusta). Arjun (Terminalic
arjuna), Neem (Melia azadirachta), Babla (Aca-
cia ferneesiana). A good variety of cactus is
also scen in this district,

THE VILLAGE 5

Regarding the fauna of the district it can be
said that wild animals are rather scarce. The
larger species arc practically unrepresented —as
there is no jungle to cover thc big animals.
Occasionally, however, one or two leopards have
been reported. Foxes and wild pigs a‘bound. in
parts of the Uluberia subdivision. Crocodiles
are sometimes to be seen on the banks of the
Hooghly and the Damodar rivers during the
winter months. In the cold weather snipe of
two or three varieties are seen in abundance in
the paddy fields in Domjur, Sankrail and Jagat-
ballavpur area, and also in Uluberia subdivision.
The common whistling and cotton teal, some of
the commoner varieties of duck are also to be
found. A large variety of both poisonous and
non-poisonous snakes are to be seen in this dis-
trict during the summer and the rainy seasons.

i

The district is rather well known for its
abundant supply of a large variety of fishes.
Being intersticed with a few big rivers and num-
ber of Khals, Howrah has the advantage of
pisciculture as well as normal fish supply all
throughout the year. The Hooghly from
Uluberia to Diamond Harbour is noted for
Tapsi or mango-fish (Polynemus paradiseus) of
which Walter Hamilton (1820) waxed cloquent
“gs the best and highest flavoured hsh”not only
in Bengal, but in the whole world™. It is
caught with or without roes in large numbers
from April to June; and Uluberia is a centre
for its exports. Mcmbers of the carp family
are found in almost every tapk, Rui  (Labeo
rohita), Mrigel (Cirrhina mrigala) and Katla
(Catla ctia) spawn are reared extensively.
Besides these four principal fishes there arc
other varieties and they include Kharka bata
(C. reba), Bhatgan bata (Labeo bata), Kalbaus
(L. Calbasu), Air (Mystus af)r), Tangra (Mystus
vitattus), Bagha air (Bagar]us bqgarqzs), Gule
Tangra (Macrones gulio), Rita (Rita rita), Magu.r
(Clarias batrachus), Singi (Heteropneustes foss!-
lis), Pabda (Callichrous pabda), Boal.(WaIla{;.onm
atta), Pangas (Pangasins i pungflsms), Silone
(Silonia silondia), Bacha (l;mropl(‘/zt/{ys vacha).
llish (Hilsa ilisha), Phensa (Engranlis telara),
Khoira (Gadusia chapra), Kankle (Xenentodon
cancila), Gurjaoli (P. tetradactylus), Chanda
(Ambassis nama), Byra Chanda (Stromatous
niger), Parse (Mugil parsia), Bhangore (M . Tade),‘
Khorsula (M. Corsula), Cheng (O/)hlccp'lmlus
cachu), Lata (0. Punctatus), Sole (0. stoiarus),
Sal (0. Marulius), Bam (M(lstacmnlwl'us
armatus), Pankal (M. Pancalus), Khalse (Co{:sa
fasciate), Pholui (Notopterus notopterus). Chital

(Notopterus chitala).

CLIMATE

The climate of the district is generally hot
and humid. For practical purposes the year may
be regarded as consisting of two seasons, the dry
season from November to May, and the wet
scason from June to October; but the dry
season may be further subdivided into the cold
weather and the hot weather, and the wet season
into the advanced south-west monsoon (June to
September) and the retreating monsoon (Septem-
ber to October). Humidity for the whole area
varies from 78°—79° in April—May to 90° in
August; and the temperature varies between
100” in May to 59° in January. Within recent
years the minimum temperature fell to as low as
44° in February in 1950. The district receives
an abundant rainfall, but the quantity varies
greatly. Record has it that the rainfall varied
between 25, 99, 54, 39, 66 inches in 1926, 1933,
1934, 1935, 1936 respectively.

HisTtory

Howrah had been a land of storm and strife
for centuries. [t may be assumed that Howrah
was inhabited long before the Christian era be-
cause of its close proximity to T amralipti
(Tamluk). This great sea port of Eastern India
had very often been mentioned in the Makha-
bharata, in the old scriptures of the Jainas and
Buddhists and also in the Periplus of the Ery-
theran Sea. In the beginning of the 12th C.
A. D. the area, now included in the district,
was supposed to have accepted the suzerainty of
Chodaganga, the first Ganga Kings of Orissa. At
the close of the 12th century Muhammedan
dominance of the area was recorded : they took
possession of Satgaon, and in all probability
extended their conquest southwards as far as the
mouth of the river Damodar.

The first mention of any place in the district
by a European writer occurs in the journal of
the Venetian Casare Federici, who left an inter-
esting account of Bator as early as 1578. His
account of the area is worth quoting here : “A
good tide’s rowing before you come to satgaon
you shall have a place which is called Buttor*,
and from thence upwards. The river is very

*Bator is mentioned in Bipradasa’s Manasamangal
(1459). It was onc of the villages which the
East India Company asked from the Emperor of
Delhi  in  1714-15. Apart from literary and
historical evidences, Bator has also been indjcat-
c¢d in several old maps as well as in Rennell’s,
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shallow, and little water. Every ycar at Bultor
the make and unmake a viliage with houses
and shops made of straw, and with ail things
necessary to their uses, and this viilage standeth
as long as the siiips ride there. and  wl  they
depart for the Indies and when they are depart-
ed, every man goeth o his piot i houses and
then settcth five on the on them, which made
me to marvel, For, as § passod upto Satguen, |
saw this village standing with a great nuinber of
people, with the infinite number of ships and
bazars, and at my return coming down with my
captain of the last ship, for whom i tarricd, |
was amazed to see such a plice so soon razed
and burnt and nothing Icft tut the sivn of e
burnt housec 7. The samie tmpression i Sat-
gaon as a thriving port fcd by numcrous subsi-
diary marts is gathered fiom the account of
Ralph Fitch (1586). ™ Satagam is a fair city for
a city of the Moors, and very pleniiful of all
things. Here is Bengala they have cvery day in
one place or other a great market, and they have
many great boats, wherewithal they g¢  from
place to placc and buy rice and many other
things.  This magnificent dvita port scventeen
square miles in extent, had already reached its
decaying point by the time of Aiuni-Akbari
(1596). In Sarkar Saigaon theic are (wo Bun-
dars about half a Kos distant from cach other :
The one Satgaon, the other Flugii. The tatter
alone pays revenue. Both ar¢ in the hands of
the Firinghis ™.

The Firingis conducted trade which was ori-
gigally monopolized by the Portugese, it was
gradually shared in by the Dutch, the English
and the French. After an carly struggle with
the cxisting authority, the Briiish was successful
in getiing Talukdart  posscssion of Salica (Sal-
kia), Harirah (Howrah) Cassundeah (Kasundi),
Ramkrissnapur, and Batter (Batore) on May 4,
I714. The Maratha invasion of Bengal in
1741-42 is another noteworthy event in the his-
tory of the district. The Maratha cavalry under
Bhaskar Pandit swept over western Bengal, and
forced Alivardi Khan to retire precipitately from
Burdwan to Katwa. The whole tract from
Akbarnagar  (Rajmahal) to Midnapore and
Jaleswar came, it is said, into the possession of
the Marathas.

Another notable cvent in the 18ih century
history of the district was ihe action which the
Dutch fought in the Hooghly in 1759. Even-
tually the British overpowered the Dutch flect
and made them capitulate.  All these go to show
thai the  disirict has a very chequered  lhistory
which, howcver, las been reflected in the socio-
economic development of the district.

POPULATION

Population of the district has shown cousider-
able variation from 1872 i.c., when the first

TABLE 2

POLPULATION OF THE DESTRLIOT OF HOWRAN WITH VARTATION FROM 18721961

District Popuintion  Voriation
1961 1951-61
Howrtah 2.088,£77 427104
District Varintion
1921-31
Howrah 4-101,461
District Variation

1861-1901

Howrah 4 86,859

sonmlat: Varistion Population  Variation  DPopulation
P Teaat 1441 193141 1951
1611373 +.121,0069 1.490.304 391,437 1.008,867

TPopulation Variation  Population Variation Population
1921 1911-21 1911 190111 001

1 007,403 403,001 043,502 102,958 850,514

Population Varintion  Popmlation Vaiation  Population
1891 1881-91 1851 1872.581 1872

T63.625 + 128,244 (35,381 439,516 795,865
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census was taken to the present day i.e.) in 1961
Census. Even allowing for a number of changes
in the administrative boundaries and a few cpi-
demics and natural calamitics, the population
has shown on upward swing during the census
periods. The increase is chiefly due to the great
industrial activity in the metropolis of Calcutta.
in Howrah city, and along the river bank as far
south as Uluberia. The numerous mills and
other industrial concerns have attracted a large
number of the labourers from other parts of
{ndia, and the local inhabitants have been en-

riched by the trade they bring. The drainise
schemes of Howrah, Barajol and Rajapur made
the thanas Domjur and Jagatballavpur less un-
healthy. The embankments in the Uluberja
subdivision have prevenied disastrous floods and
facilitated the extension of cultivation, and con-
sequently an increase in the cultivated arca. in
recent years, the influx of refugess frem Pakis-
tan has also inflated the population figure. The
following statement shows the variation in popu-
lation of the police stations and subdivision of
the Howrah district between 1872 and [96].

TABLE 3

PERCENTAGE VARIATIONS IN POPULATIONS, 18721961

District 1951-61

Howrah 260
District 1921.31
Howraly 102

The two statements quoted above illustrate
the growth of population in the district of How-
rab. Apart from natural born population of
the district, there had been a considerable num-
ber of immigrants in the arca down from 1891
down to the present day. The population figurc
for 1951 includes 61,096 displaced persons from

1901-51 192151 1872-1921 1051-51 1931-41
-~ 895 4-61-6 4674 B - ot
1911-21 1801-11 1891-1901 1881-61 1872-8)
S5eq +10-9 +11-4 SR 66

East Bengal. Howrah being an industrial dis-
trict, lqrge_nunnbers of agriculturists and abori-
ginals immigrate to seck employment in culiiva-
tien, in the brickficlds or on raillway  works.
That there is a steady increase of immiiorants
into the district will be evident from the follow-
ing table :

TABLE 4

IMMIGRATION AN D EMIGRATION IN HOWRAH FROM AND OUTSIDE THE STATE, 1501 195]

Calegories 1951 1941
Actual population 1,611,073 1490304
Intmigration 201,926 206,350
Emigration 6,147 34670
Natural pr»pulntirm 1,415,004 1287624
Pereentuye varialion —4 v

This picturc of immigration and emigration
helps one to understand the multiplicity of lan-
guages and nationalities in this district. There
arc also peoples of diverse religions ranging from
animistic  to the hicratic ones.  Though  there

1431 1921 1ot 1901 1591
10408 8567 907 468 Q13,502 850514 763.625
37514 1200156 169,204, §7.168 46,784
5,078 3,600 8.005 piSiss} [EMN
HOT IR NTL20T 42,200 TR3I N TINITE
144 [ /5N <

arc religious groups other than the Hindus, 17~
t}wc Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Zoroastrians, ma
lims, Christians, Jews, Tribal religion, nevertho.
fess the  Hindu constitute the mZiiority ‘

fess ' £roup.
. : 1 ~ T . &
This will be seen in the tabic {oiiow o,
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TABLE 5

.

TOLAL PULULAILON OF HOWRAH DISTRICT, 1961

Percentage
to the total

Roligion Population population
Hindus 1,698,306 £33
Sikhs 2,853 0-1
Jains 402 -0
Buddhists 194 0-0
Zoroastrians 8 0-0
Muslims 333,451 16-¢
Christians 3,170 (-2
Jews

Other religions 63 00
"I'vibal

Nou-tribal

Peligions not stated

In spite of this hetcrogeneity of popula}éon
in the district, it is the Hindus who are pre tl(?:
minant and therc arc plenty }c{)f \1/111agesp1r; nimllb

istri i ¢ mdu  popule .
district which have only Hu , N
Chandrabhag, thc mauza Y]llagc undgr }su‘rtlgy,
is one of such onc-community villages in the dis-
trict.

INTRODUCING CHANDRABHAG

Location

“handrabhag  mauza® 15 a »Il]lddlC-SILCL’l‘
vmfgc within the Chandrabhag Union of ~the
Bagnan police station, Uluberia subd.xw?on ;n
the district of Howrah. The village is casy h(z
reach. Bagnan of South Eastern Railway is tl ¢
ncarest Railway Station of this village. As US
crow flics, Chandrabhag is a little over three
miles to the south of Bagnan Railway Station.
But. since there is no direct road communication

* In India the distinction of village from anolgtc_r l;;e'
more or less, u matter of tradition. Tt is onc] o he
functions of the Union Board to give formal (r'nkgn
nition to the village for purposcs of adfnm:; apen
under the designation of Mauza. A mauza l]h'(lr)l ontc
single village or a combination of more th
village.

9

from the Railway Station to the village, one has
to make a detour and the actual distance of the
village from the Railway Station comes upto four
and a half miles. The village is about 35 miles
away from Calcutta.

History

According to the claims of the older people
in the village, Chandrabhag has a fairly long
and antiquated history. The time of the estab-
lishment of the village could not be ascertained.
But people think and do believe that the village
was existing in the Gupta period. This is, how-
ever, a tall claim. Notwithstanding, the village
in its present location must have existed for at
least 300 years, if not more. During the early
days of the British administration, Chandrabhag
was an important Nimakmahal or salt-trading
centre. It is rather difficult to test the truth of
this legend. But its possibility cannot be ruled
out altogether. Naupala on the bank of the
Rupnarayan is an important salt-collecting
centre. It is like this : the waters of both the
Rupnarayan and Damodar get salty during the
dry months, and hence the mouths of canals
joining the two rivers, (e.g., Kantapukur Khal,
Karia-Birampur Khal etc) are to be closed some-
time in October and reopened in June after the
arrival of the south-east monsoon. Salt is then
extracted from the top soils, and is collected
from the banks of Rupnarayan especially at
Naupala. Naupala is not very far from Chan-
drabhag and therefore, the possibility of the
latter’s being a salt-trading point cannot be sum-
marily discarded. Regarding the name of the
village different stories are afloat. One story
associates Chandrabhag with Chand Rai, one
of the twelve famous Bhuiyans of Bengal.
Another legend connects the name of the village
with the local deities, Chandrai Kalurai, Dak-
shin Rai, and Bankurarai of this area. L.S.S.
O'Malley in his Gazetteer of Howrah has men-
ticned these minor local deities. There is. to
the east of Chandrabhag, a village called Rabi-
bhag. One legend tries to make out that
Chandrabhag (or the Moon portion) is the
fcmale counterpart of its male entity Rabibhag
(or Sun portion). This sort of belief is predomi-
nant among pcoples. As there are no tribal
fringes at Chandrabhag Union or Bagnan
thana it becomes rather difficult to impute a tri-
bal motif to the name of the village. But there
is a local deity called Chandra and the place of
his worship is called Chandratala. Tt is yet to
establish if the resemblance between the name of
the local deity is just coincidence or not,
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Neighbourhood

Chandrabhag is not an isolated village. It
is closely interlinked, n its socxo;culturql and
cconomic  activities, with olhcr‘vnllagcs in  the
neighbourhood and also with Calcutta. As .’n
will be scen from the map, Bugqan Railway
Station is not at all far from the village. Kola-
ghat, a very well-known trading ccntre on thc,
bank of the Rupnarayan, is only at a dlst‘}my
of 10 miles from Chandrabhag. The Bakshi-
shampur Road runs very close by the v\'xl_lag’cl.
The newly opencd Cuttack Road (1hc.Nu110na
Highway) has also been beneficial to the cont-
munication of the village from farflung arcas.
Betel leal or Pan being the principal eaport of
the village, local people has contact with places
likc Madras, Andhra, Hyderabad, Dclhi etc.

Chundrabhag. the village under survey. ‘can-
not be accepted as a representative rurué cgn}-
munity in West Bengal. 1hmg§ uvt C ‘mvrﬁ
bhag do not shovi as La I\’lctcam.‘suyi:lha; \ 1'ds
age comimunity remains the same )'.or (115‘1 ‘1‘.-
Sir Henry Maine described, ™ the lc_L{sl "Lmllj‘t
tible institution of a Society . It s not “t}p
tightly-knit community in which cx'.cr):on‘c.}‘\no;;i
practically cvery one clse. Relations are. ! ll
from direct and face-to-facc. Agricuiture is of
the sole dependence. Most of the pcO{)lu .“o
the village are service-holders in the }\uu.’ mi 3
factorics, oflices in Howrah and Calcutta "m :
more often than not, they commute t'ljc dlys'tar:lc%
daily. Village-unity is only cmphumcd ,l:] [111:
propitiation of the lo_cul deity pr;sl’dm)g 7021“ e
Chandratala, the shrine of the vxllagrzu g}o . “&;
is worshipped by all the villagers thqug ;?ut 1]»
year. Morecover, the village is 2 smg’u cc:n1_
munity village. There is no Muslim ‘or a m;n]'
ber of any other religion. Also. there arcN’on‘y
hieratic castes and thosc belonging to thf: “n(‘;:
Sakha or the functional castes from whosc}pn s
the Brahmin can accept water. There s 1o
member belonging to  the ._lulab)'abalz‘ug‘_ya ]""I‘i
Muchi. Dom ctc., in the village. Taking a
this into consideration 1t can be said that
Chandrabhag is a type by itself.

The cultivator has a long list of names for
different classes of land, judged from various
points of view, for they classify the soil accord-
ing to its level, composition or yield. As
regards level, it is Jata when below water-level
(e usually Sali or paddy land), Swng when
above water-level, and Danga at a higher level.
On the highest level there are Bastn, or home-
stead land, and Udbastu, or land immediately
round the homstead. According to composition,
the soil may be Bele or sandy, Entel or clayey,
Penko or muddy, Dhasa or marshy, and so
forth. According to the yield, the Sali and
Suna lands are divided into Awal or first class,
Daoyam or second class, Sevam or third  class,
Chaharam or fourth class and so on. The
Suna land is used for Aus rice, while Suli lands
for Aman. Aman is the main crop in this
village as usual, and small quantities of Aus
are grown i Aman land before harvesting,
There 1s plenty of fallow land in the district. It
has been recorded that Chandrabhag Union con-
sisting of ten villages, has the second highest
acreage of fallow lands in Bagnan thana-—112
acres, of which 26 acres go to Mugkalyan and
30 acres to Duani Guzarat.

Land-tenure

The land-tenure systcm in the arca was until
recently the permanently settled  Zamindary
system. - With the institution of tand reforms in
1954 by the Government of West Bengal, per-
mancndy scttled Zamindarics were  abolished
and taken over by the State in  1955. Share-
cropping is the usual practice with a half and
half share Ardha-bhay jote. Pending resurvey
and settlement operations necessitated by the
reversal of the position of the  Zemindars vis-u-
vis ienants after the Estale Acquisition Act  an
up-to-date picture of the land-holdings of the
village under survey will be difficult to obtain.

Housing and household arrangenient
The village has a dispersed type of settle-

ment with nucleated arrangement of two of the
major castes in the village, viz.. the Brahmins

NOT!ONAL MAP OF
CHANDRABHAG (. L.NO.90)
POLICE STATION BAGNAN
DISTRICT HOWRAH
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least for five years. But almost all the houses
in the village collapsed during the heavy flood
of 1959. After that, people arc going in, more
and more, for pucca structures in the village.
There are, however, quite a few brickbuilt
houses, sometimes two or three storied, in the
village. There are also a number of ringwells
and tubewells in the village. They supply drink-
ing water.

Flora and fauna

There is nothing very special about the flora
and faunaof Chandrabhag. Trees commonly
available in the district are to be found in the vill-
age. They include very big Batas (Ficus Indica),
Asvathvas (Ficus religiosa), the mango (Magni-
fera indica), bamboo (Bamboo), the Bel (Aegle
marmelos), the tamarind (Tamarindus indica),
the Neem (Melia azadrachta), the palm (Boro-
ssus flabetuiformis), the Bakul (Mimusops elongi),
the Palash (Butea Frondosa), guava (Psidium
guayaba), Papya (Carica payaya), plantain
(Plantoginem) and many other kinds of minor
trees, and shrubs. Lotus is grown in abundancc
in local ponds for supply to city market in Cal-
cutta.

Apart from the common varieties of domes-
tic animals like cows, buffaloes, goats, dogs, cats,
ducks, hen etc., there is quite good number of
monkeys and squirrels. Both of them are great
menace to the local orchards. Varicty of birds
are to be seen in the village. Some of them arc
of the migratory type and arc usually seen with
the onset of the spring.

Extension Service

Chandrabhag is included in the National
Extension Service of the Government of West
Bengal. Under the National Extention Service
Project an N.E.S. Block was established at
Bagnan. A Gramsevak and a Gramsevika arc
posted in the village to look after the extension
needs of the local people. Their duty is to make
people aware of the principles of community
developmnt. The most important activity of the
N.E.S. during recent years had been the supply
of building loans, improved seeds and chemical
fertilisers. Though there is an awareness among
the villagers regarding the value of Ammonium
Sulphate in increasing yields, they are rather
conservative in their outlook. Moreover, the
price charged for the fertilisers is not to the link-
ing of the villagers, nor is it in their means to

pay for the chemical fertilisers supplied by the
Block Officer. After the flood of 1959, demand
for manuring chemical shows a declining trend.
The villagers feel that the soil of the village has
been deeply damaged by salty water of the flood
and, until and unless, a thorough chemical
analysis of the soil is made it is no good using
chemicals there. It might do. more harm than
good. This high seriousness of thc village folk
has, however, been treated with scant respect.

Comumunication

The village is not very difficult to rcach.
The Bakshi-Shampur Road runs very close by
the village. There is a regular bus-service ply-
ing between Bagnan Railway Station and Sham-
pur along this road. The railway station is at a
distance of only about of four miles. A semi-
pucca road can be used for a motor ride from
Calcutta to Chandrabhag. A semi-metalled
road connects the village with  Mugkalyan, a
rather prosperous village to the south. Another
kutcha road connects Chandrabhag with Batul
to the north. In spitc of all thesc redeeming
features, the internal communication system is
very bad. The flood of 1959 also damaged the
already very poor roads and streets of the vill-
age. ‘The road situation has not improved a bit
since 1959. Road construction on a Sramdan
basis has not been possible, consequently, roads
are all mud and dirt during the wet season. Onc
has to trudge along a knee-decp mirc during this
period. In the dry season, however, 1t 1S
smooth-going along the roads in cycles, cycle-
rickshaws and butlock or buffalo carts. Cycle-
rickshaws are in great demand in the village
specially for the train-passengers. Sometimes
people from Chandrabhag would walk upto the
nearest bus-stop (1} miles from the village) and
then take the bus. It is cheaper this way than
a rickshaw-ride straight from the village to the
railway station or to a different village. The
commuters do not, of course, use cycle-rickshaw
so often. They have their cycles which they
deposit with a shop-keeper near the railway sta-
tion at Bagnan on a nominal monthly charge.
Cycle-rickshaws arc also used for inter-village
communication and transport, not only for carry-
ing passengers but also for luggages or merchan-
dise. In view of a fairly high demand for cycle-
rickshaws, about 40 rickshaws pullers from
different States, viz., Orissa, Andhra, Madras
and Bihar have rushed to the village.

Apart  from two main roads interlinking
Chandrabhag and other villages, numerous foot
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tracks and balks in the paddy ficlds are used by
the villagers for inter-village movement.

Postal facilities are not very happy in the
village. There is no Post or Telegraph Office at
Chandrabhag. Mugkalyan, at a distance of one
and a half miles, is the nearest post and tele-
graph office from Chandrabhag. Letters are,
however, daily delivered in the village. The
average distance of Chandrabhag from nearest
socio-economic centres will give an idea of the
village in its total environment. 1t will also help
in understanding the susceptibility of the v1llage.to
social changes. In fact, proximity 1o socio-
economic centres has, of late, made the village a
sort of cultural dormitory of the citics of West
Bengal, specially of Calcutta.

TABLE 6

AVERAGE DISTANCE OF CHANDRADBHAG }*‘RO.\I
NEARES ' SOCTO-ECONOMIC CENTRES

1 Railway Station 4} Miles
2 Block Development Oilico 4+ Miles
8 Post Ofice 2 Miles
4 (lo-oporative Society 41 Miles
5 Health Contres 13 Miles )
6 Dispensary
7 High School (Boys) 2 Miles
8 High School (Girls) tll;“:l:llll:ll‘;l
9 College (Co-oducation) 4 Mileg
10 Market 4 Mile |
11 Pucea Road 1} Milesf
12 Hat 2 Miles]
13 Bank 41 Miles
Education

One Higher Secondary Multipurpose School
for girls and two Free Primary Schools are locat-
ed within the village. The girls’ school has a
hostel attached to it and students of both the
community, the Hindus and the Mushms are
staying in the hostcl in perfect harmony. Mus-
lim girls are from the neighbouring villages of
Halyan. Robibhag ctc. About 400 students are
there in the roll of the school and quite a few of
them are from Calcutta, Burdwan, Berhampore

(3]

and other outlying towns. Teachers are mostly
from outside. The two Free Primary Schools
cater to the needs of the majority of primary age-
group children in the area. Local teachers,
both male and female, are working in the pri-
mary schools under the special cadre scheme of
the Government of West Bengal. Since primary
education is free but not compulsory many
villagers refrain from sending their wards to the
school. Such recalcitrant guardians usually
come from the agricultural labourer class or the
like. They complain of other expenses (purchase
of books, exercise books, pencils, slates etc.) in-
volved in education, even if it is free.

There is no boys’ high school in the village
nor is there any centre for adult education. For
schooling beyond the primary stage, boys of this
village have to go either to Mugkalyan or to
Batul, both at a distance of about two miles.
There is a college teaching Arts and Commerce
upto the B.A. standard at Bagnan. Students from
Chandrabhag, seeking higher education. usual 20
to the Buagnan College. Students doing science
courses, either for the medical or engineering
studies, come to Uluberia College or to Calcutta
colleges. The proportion of commuters among
the students of the village is not at all negligible.

Health and medical facilities

Two qualified medical practitioners are there
in the village. One of them is a member of the
Legislative Assembly, West Bengal and is
eminently popular both as a doctor and as a
man of great social qualities. He has a dispen-
sary in his house and medicines are dispensed
cheap. There are also two more chemists’ shop
in the village where one can buy not very un-
usual medicines at a fair price. The major dis-
eases in the village are dysentery, enteric fever,
bronchial congestion, avitaminosis etc. Most
of the villagers are not in a position to bear the
expenses of treatment of these diseases. The
absence of a charitable dispensary, or of a poly-
clinic is sorely felt by one and all. Unfortu-
nately, nothing like that looks possible in the
very near future. In the Howrah District Hand-
book, complied after the Census of 1951, a dis-
pensary has been shown against the name of
the village of Chandrabhag. But at the time of
the present investigation in 1962, no dispensary
could be traced and the information was that
the dispensary, which was already tottering had
long since been defunct. Naturally, in even-
tualities like a fracture or a burn case people of
Chandrabhag is compelled to come down to Cal-
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cutta or to Howrah General Hospital for treat-
ment and care. Nevertheless, the health poten-
tial of the village, as it was reported at the time
of the investigation, has improved during the
recent decade. The most heartening featurc is
that malaria, which used to take a heavy toll of
human lives every year, has been completely
eradicated. Death-rate is rather low in the
village.

Water supply and sanitation

There are three sources of water supply in
the village, village ponds, ring wells, tube-wells.
The village ponds contain, in most cases, stag-
nant rain water and are not considered suitable
for drinking purposes. They are used for bath-
ing, washing clothes and utensils. Drinking
water is drawn mainly from the tube-wells.
Some of the Dobas are used for small scale irri-
gation of vegetable gardens.

Except in the moderately well-off houses,
there are very few latrines in the village. Nor
is there any proper arrangements for the disposal
of excreta, and domestic refuse. Male mem-
bers in poorer houscholds usually go to the
fields or in the bamboo groves to answer their
pature’s call ; for female members there is some
sort of improvised latrines. There 1s no Mehtar
or carrier of the night soil in the village. Onc
railway sweeper from the Bagnan Railway Station
comes once a week to make necessary cleaning
and sweeping in the girls’ hostel attached to the
local girls’ school. The sweeper, after hc has
finished his work in the hostel and the school
building, is sometimes called in by some of the
well-to-do people in the village to do some clean-
ing work. The school building, the attached
hostel and also the houses of these well-to-do
are furnished with sanitary latrines. The
sweeper has, therefore, not to carry excreta or
other refuse from those places.

Villagers, male and female, mostly takc their
bath in the village ponds. They wash their
garments too, in those ponds. During the
seasons of cholera and small-pox a little care is
taken to keep the ponds free from contamination
of washing.

Local Self-Government and co-operatives

The village was administered by the system
of Local Self-Government which was introduced
under the Bengal Village Self-Government  Act
1919. Chandrabhag is one of the ten villages in
the Union of Chandrabhag. There was a Union
Board with clected President, Vice-President.
Secretary and Members to look after the local
administration. After the Panchayat Act of
West Bengal 1956, the Union Board has been
replaced by Gram Panchayet and Anchal Pan-
chayet. The new establishment was introduced
only in 1961 and it is too early (at the time of
investigation in 1962) to say anything about the
functions of the Panchayet at Chandrabhag.

At present, there is no co-operative society in
the village. The villagers have become rather
sceplic about these organization after they  (co-
operatives) went into liquidation following mis-
management and misappropriation of funds in
the late thirties. People of Chandrabhag feel
the necessity of having co-operative societies
again as the local Mahajans arc simply exploit-
ing their debtors in interest paymeat. The per
capita indebtedness of the village is not very
negligible. As consumers’ commodities are be-
coming rarer and rarer at the present moment,
demand for a consumers’ co-operative has be-
come more and more pressing. But, just now,
nothing is going to be implemented. As a
measure of relief, the Government has introduc-
ed modified rationing in the arca.

CHAPTER II

PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL CULTURE
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PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL CULTURE

DEMOGRAPHIC PATTERN

Chandrabhag is a mauza (Revenue unit).
The village is practically divided into two arcas
viz.,, Chandrabhag and Mirjapur by a canal
called Tantikhal. Chandrabhag is to the wost
of the canal while Mirjapur is to the cast. So
much so, Chandrabhag may be called the " West
End’ and Mirjapur, the ‘East End’. Not only
in geographical lay-out but also in population
characteristics the two sobriquets seem justiiied.
Brahmins and other high castes live in Chandra-
bhag while lower castes, including occupational
caste people live in Mirjapur. About  this
peculiar distribution of population, there 1is a
legend in the village. 1t is said that about 300
years ago, the Chatlcrjee families came to this
village from the district of Nadia. Since the
village was Mahisya dominated. the Chatterjees
brought a few familics of the Nava Sakha”
caste and helped them  scttle  there. These
people were given land —at Mirjupur and they
settled at Mirjapur. The orduer has not been
disturbed since its inception  this is Wikt the
local people say.

One of the most important characteristic fea-
tures of Chandrabhag is thai it is a one commu-
nity village. There is not & single Muslim
family in the mauza, there are nther peculiari-
ties too. The village is without a barboer.
There is, however. a hair-cutting saloon in the
market place of the village. There is no
scavenger in the village 1 non-Benrali Mclitars
from Bagnan town or from Buagnan Raitway
Station are hired when occasion — arises. This
absence of scavengers definitely tells upon the
sanitation and cleanliness of the village but
things remain beyond onc’s control.  There 15
no cobbler either in Chandrabhag. He  makes
his itinerary to the village usually once a week,
Obviously, he is in great demand in the village.
particularly among the students of the airls’
hostel. There were a few potters in the village,
specialising in earthen pitchers. They not only
supplied  local  nceds but  also  cxported
carthen pitchers to Calcutta and other adjoining
areas. But today. one has to buy an earthen

57(PB) Consus/G7

pitcher from Bagnan or from Calcutta. Not a
single potter is there in the village. They have
cither left the village or have taken up some otier
occupation following a change in the hydraulic
character of the area after the construction of
the D.V.C. Dam. There is no Dule-Behara
(Palanquin or litter carriers), no Dhuli (Drum-
mer) no Sanaidar  (Piper), no Dom (Burning
ghat or cremation ground attendant) at Chandra-
bhag. The place of the Dule-Bediara's has been
taken by the ubiquitous cycle  Ricksfiovwailas
and Dhuli and  Sanaidares are very little in
¢emand. During festive occasions, a Dhiudi und a
Sanaidar are brought on hire from a ncighbour-
ing village. If onc is a bit oslcntatiouz, one
gets a band party from Calcuita. Absence of a
Do does, sometimes, pose a difliculty but that
too Is not insurmountable as local young boys
prove always very handy.

The Mahisyas are the local people of the
area. Numerically they are predominant at
Chandrabhag. But economically and culturally
the Brahmins constitute the dominant caste.
They own the lion’s share of the land in the
village ; they lead in literacy and also in white-
collar jobs. They have, thus, more or less, the
characteristics of a landed ‘gentry’ in the
locality.  The Mahisya are, traditionally, a culti-
vating caste but there has, of late, been a great
change in the aspirations of the Mahisyas. They
are drifting, more and more, from their occupa-
tion of cultivation of whitc-collar and other
specialised jobs.

According to 1961 Census the total number
of households in Chandrabhag was 267 and the
total population was 1.616.  In the present sur-
vey of 1962-63, 216 houscholds could be located
with a total population 1,398. This works out
to an average size of 6.4 per housechold in the
villase under survey as against the census figure
of 6.0. Compared to other rural arcas in West
Dencall the family size in Chandrabhag is a bit
large. This rise in the average size of the
family is rather interesting, specially in the con-
text of a sizeable amount of out-migration since
the census was taken. From 1960 onwards, 12

2
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Tantubai  (Weaver), one Kamar (Blacksmith),
four Swarnakar (Goldsmith), two  Dhoba
(Washerman), 12 Kuwmar (Potters), onc Napit
(Barber) families left the village in search of
livelihood elsewhere.  Construction of the
D.V.C. Dams had the effect of changing the
character of the economy in the area; this led to
an emigration of potters from the area; goldsmith
left the village after Gold Control Order; the
Tantubais were not getting yarn for their looms.
Economic reverses, caused by u variety of factors
led all these familics to migrate from Chandra-
bhag. Apart from these, 14/15 families could
not be traced. The present survey has, there-
fore, a shortfall of a few familics.

CASTE COMPOSITION

The caste composition of Chandrabhag s
also interesting. Besides Brahmin, Kayastha
and Mabhisyas, there arc castes which belong to
the Navasakha group. The Navasakhas —or
the Naba Sayaks refer 10 a cluster of nine castes
from whom a Brahmin takes water. They are
mostly occupational uand functional castes.
Since a Brahmin can take water from the hands
of a caste people belonging to the Nava Sakha
group, the Navasakhas. enbloc, are Jalachara-
niya. This category of Jalacharaniya castes is
not, however, found outside Bengal. Ghurye
has given a very clear exposition of this situation

in Bengal in his Caste and Class in India. " In
Bengal the castes ar¢ divided into two main
groups the Brahmins and the Sudras. The
second class is further subdivided into four sub-
classes, indicating their status as regards food
and water:

(a) the Sat-Sudra group includes such castes
as the Kayastha and Navasakha.

(b) the Jalucharaniya Sudras ~ being  those
castes, not technically belonging to the Navasakha
group from whom Brahmins and members  of
higher castes can take water ™.

(¢) the Jalabyaharya Sudras, .., castes
from whose hands a Brahman cannot take water.

(d) Asprisya Sudra, castes whose touch is so
impure as to pollute even the Ganges water, and
hence their contact must be avoided.  They are
untouchables.

The population of Chandrabhag consis}s.
mainly, of Brahmins, Kayastha. Jalacharaniya
Muahisyas. and castes belonging to the Navasakha
or Navasavaka group. There is however. one
Kaivarta family belonging to the Jalabyabatrarva
or Jal-achal caste-group.

Navasakhas or the ncw group of nine castes
have got their sanction 1n the Parasar Sambhita.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS (COMMUNITY-WISE)
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There are ten different castes at Chandra-
bhag viz., Brahmin, Kayastha, Mahisya. Til.
Kaivarta, Swarnakar, Tantubai, Gandhabanik,
Karmakar and Dhoba. The Brahmin is at the
apex at the ritual and social hierarchy and
Dhoba is at the basc, so far this village is con-
cerned. Many of the castes residing in the
village, as per tenet of Parasar Samhita. belong
to the Navasakha group. Their touch does not
pollute and Brahmins can take water from them.
As such, there is no segregated well or tank at
Chandrabhag. The number of houscholds of
each of the ten castes at the village is given in
table below :

TABLE 7
HOUSEHOLD AND TOTAL POPULATION BY CASTES
No. of Total
households population

Casto in each{ in cach

caste caste
Brahmin 59 1439
Kayastha 27 F 169
Mahisya 93 a7
Tanti 22 153
Swarnakar 3 48
Gandhabanik 3 5
Karmakar 1 T
Tili 1 2
Kaivarta 1 2
Dhoba 1 6
All castes 216 i.208

In the caste hicrarchy traditionally the
Brahmins come first, then the Kayasthas. But
after that there is difference of opinion regarding
the status of other castes in the village. The
Mahisyas think that their social and ritual status
is just the same as those of the Swarnakars
the village. Tt is locally believed that the pre-
sent Swarnakar caste in the village is not Swarna-
kar per se. A group of Mahisyas who has
taken up goldsmithy is now calling itself
Swarnakar. There arc at present threc Gandha-
banik familics in the village. It is again, said
that the Gandhabaniks at Chandrabhag were
not all Gandhabaniks originally. There were
quite a few Subarnabaniks or Sonar Bene's
among them. Since Gandhabaniks are suppos-
ed to be of a superior social status. people of the

Bene caste are now trying to register themselves
as Gandhabaniks.  An under-current of social
and status mobility could thus be felt in Chandra-
bhag. But therc is nothing unusual about it.
This upward or vertical mobility has been detect-
ed by the Census authorities as early as 1911,

TABLE 8
CHART OF CASTE-HIERARCHY

Jrahntin

Kavastha
Malisya Swarnakar
Karmakar (Bene) Tanti

Gandhabanik
Subarnabanik
Tili

Kaivarta Dhnba

Regarding the social origin and social status
of the different occupational castes, Risley has
given some detailed account. But the occupa-
tional castes at Chandrabhag do not, at times,
fit in with the description of Risley. According
to Risley, “ Swarnakar senkra the working gold-
smith and silversmith caste of Bengal an artisan
group—is probably traceable to the Karmakar.
Swarnakars are divided into four sub-castes
Brahman  Deshi. Dakshin-Rahri, Khatanet,
Urtar-Rahri. Their  social  position is low.
None of the higher castes will take water from
them”. So far the Swarnakars of Chandrabhag
are concerned, they do not suffer from the dis-
abilitics mentioned by Risley. Nor are they
aware of any sub-caste pattern among them-
selves. Also, acceptance of water from a
Swarnakar is not that inauspicious as is men-
tioned by Risley.

The Tantis, the weaver caste of Bengal, have.
according to Risley. *“developed under the pres-
sure of the natural demand for woven cloth. (n
western Bengal Vaisnavism is the characteristic
behief of the caste. Viswakarma is looked upon
as the tutelary deity of the caste, and is wor-
shipped twice a year under the supervision of a
Purchit who chants appropriate teats”. 1In the
monoeraph on Cotton Fabrics of Bencal Mr. N.
N. Bancriee has given some descrintion of the
Tanti caste. He writes, “ Tanti (Bengal), or
Tantwa (Bihar). is the generic term  for all
weavers. but the Tantis in  Beneal themselves
form a separate caste. being one of the nine pure
castes or Nabasakhas of Ballal Sen.”

-
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The Tantis of Chandrabhag show clear devia-
tions from the pattern observed by Risley.
Vaisnavism is not their religion at Chandrabhag.
Worship of Viswakarma is not frequent there.
It is true that the village Tanties and other caste
groups perform this Puja. This is done once a
year and not twice. But the Tantis of Chandra-
bhag do not show any special enthusiasm for the
worship of Viswakarma.

The Kamar or the Karmakar of Chandra-
bhag is Lchar Kamar and does not do the work
of any other Kamar. According to Risley, there
are six subdivisions of the Kamar. A Lohar
Kamar 1is one who works in iron; a Pitule
Kamar works in brass; a Kansari Kamar, 1n
bell-metal ; a Swarna Kamar works in gold; a
Ghatra Kainar is one who makes imitation fruits,
iron figures of owls used in the worship of
Laksmi; and a Chand Kamar is thc maker of
brass-mirrors. No such nice distinctions of the

caste is observed at Chandrabhag. There is
only one Kamar family at the village working
on iron. But it might take up brass and bell-
metal work if it was needed. The castc struc-
ture at Chandrabhag, thercfore, shows some local
variations and it does not conform to tally with
the pattern depicted by Risley and Dalton.

PoPULATION OF CHANDRABHAG ACCORDING TO
CASTE AND SEX

In the sex composition of the village, there
is a general preponderance of males over
females. This is specially the case with the
higher castes in the village, wiz., Brahmin,
Kayastha, Mahisya, and also Tanti. On the
other hand, the lower castes register a reversc
trend in their sex composition. The position of
the sex composition of the different castes at
Chandrabhag is given in the table overleaf.

DISTRIBUTION OF MALES AND FEMALES (COMMUNITY-WISE)
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DISTRIBUTION OF MALES AND FEMALES (AGE-WISE)
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SEX COMPOSITION
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TABLE 10
DISTRILUTION OF POPULATION BY AGE-GROUP

Total population 1,398
Total houscholds 216

TFewmale
Age-group Male Female Total
09— 5 108 103 211
219 6—10 109 101 210
11—15 72 98 170
78
16—20 86 95 181
263 21—25 72 43 115
69 26—30 57 38 95
31—35 41 38 79
27
36—40 38 38 76
14 11—45 23 25 48
5 46—50 27 26 53
51—55 24 25 49
1 5660 27 20 47
1 61—65 19 6 25
65 24 15 39
3
All ages 727 671 1,398
~_The above table may be represented in a
671 different way.
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TABLE 1]

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION

Male Female Total

e A e A —

Age-group Number Pereentage Number Percentage Number Percentage
O 3 108 772 103 73N 211 1510
6—15 18] 12-04 199 1423 380 2717
16-—35 256 18:31 24 1530 170 3361
36—35 112 8§01 114 515 226 16-16
56+ 70 500 1l 203 11 793
All ages 727 51-98 671 4799 1,398 99-97

The age distribution in the above table shows
significant  differences between the two  scxes.
42.27 per cent. of the total population in the
age-group 0—15 consist of 21.61 per cent.
females and 20.66 per cent. males. On the other
extreme, in the age-group 56 and above there
are only 2.93 per cent. females while males con-
stitute five per cent. Between the age-group
16—55, i.e., in the reproductive age-group, there
are 368 males and 328 females, /e, 16.32 per
cent. and 2345 per cent. respectively.  From the
point of view of cconomic demography, it can be

TABLE

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AT CHANDRABHAG AGE AND CASTE BASIS

said that there is a comparatively high percent-
age of people in the dependent and non-produc-
tive age-set.  Since the number of adult males in
the reproductive age-group is 1.6 per hou§ch9!d.
the cconomy of the village remains at a signific-
antly low level.

The population of the village has also been
studied castewise. The  following  table  will
show the population of different age-groups 1n
different castes at Chandrabhag.

12

Brahmin Kayastha Malisya Tanti N\\‘!l’lmlmr Umbunik

Age-group (\.f«ﬁ:—‘&lm \I_(IE—‘A‘IT(,;H? r;\ﬁl::lvl‘ck Jk’]‘(!:lll‘l? ,;IIIC ‘Aim: '—\ﬂlz Fcnu;_lx r‘:';l ale F;:nmlc
O 3 26 31 1] 53 h2 46 14 9 3 7 I 1

6—10 37 29 12 16 43 39 8 10 3 3 2 4
11—15 25 36 10 it 28 35 5 1o 1 3 3 2
16—20 26 40 14 8 30 32 9 9 4 t 2 1
2125 20 9 7 6 28 21 13 6 3 1 1
26—30 22 16 i ) 16 14+ 6 2 2 1
31—35 15 S 3 3 16 16 6 5 1 I 3
36—40 12 9 4 7 16 17 H 2 2 1 -
11--45 1 7 L 1 9 1o 2 3 1 9 .
46-+50 9 10 2 2 10 7 3 6 I 2 .
5l—35 3 8 3 3 13 9 3 2 1 2 1
364 25 9 12 [ 21 17 10 5 i 2 . 1
Total 227 212 91 78 284 263 84 69 21 27 11 14
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TABLE 12—conid.

IKarmakar Tili Kain
Bt e T e B AU
Age-group {Mn!v Female  Made  Female Male
0--- 5
6-—10 1 .
11--15 1 1
16--20 .. . . . i
2025
26. 30 1
31--35 -
36—10 .. .. .. 1
et . 1
$6—--50 . 1
Al—hs .. " 1
Bl I
1
Total 4 3 1 1
Norgs :

I. Total population-—1.398

2. Total houscholds--216

Two very important findings u«‘msplrcbf;OS;
the table. [t presents an idea of the nurtl: tfwcn
women of the reproductive age (i.¢. e‘lcn
11--45) when this number 1s consldcrg‘d 4 ?h%
with the factor of marital status of women ]? th;
village, onc gets an idea of the ra‘nsm%_ﬁu e
age of marriage girls in the village. .ﬁl‘ %md
are morc conservative than the urbzilj‘.M ‘But
carly marriage of girls is un.usual prillcltlcfz ol
even in villages today, marriage of girls Lblr)ium
poned to a later date and no social oppro as
attaches  such acts. Another fact wh1cl}; Wzl)f
brought to light in the table 1s the nu’m er o
potential school-going children .c.. the pg{)—IS
tion, male and female in the age-group , :
The number of such children is 380 of w10{1h
181 arc males and 199 females. In spite of Sl::ot
potentiality, cducation of these chx]dre‘fl tls Jar-
always aimed at. Except the upper castc gu nd
dians, others would rather hz_wc their sonls( ('1'_
wards as their  helps in their own WOT! 'd”\ss
agriculture, betelvine cultivation, smithy an
on,

MARITAI STATUS

The classification of marital status foll%wcd
here is a fivefold onc-unmarricd. married. ’w1 ow,
widower and divorced. It was 'found té’{,“ gczg
siderable portion of the population of a? ra-
bhag are unmarricd. The p_roportl‘onsﬁos6 n
married, married. widow, widowers ‘ur& 36. .
per cent., 36.98 per cent., 5.57 per cent., an

‘arta
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A e
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Female  Male Female  Total
103 772 738 1510
1ol 0 722 1501
98 515 701 12:16
a5 6-15 G-79 1294
43 500 3-07 822
38 1-07 271 678
38 203 2.9 564
35 271 291 542

Bl

25 164 198 342
260 193 183 378

25 1
41 b2
671 51-

71 1-78 3-49
00 2:93 793

95 4794 99-89
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1.3 per cent. respectively. Thete is one o two
cases of desertion or separation from the hus-
band. No casc of divorced men or woiten was
found at the village; nor any case of judicial
separation. The excess of widows i Gie village
is 10 be accounted to a factor quite ditierent from
the normal demographic one. Many sccondary
kins, of whom the number of widows s the
greatest, live in the different houscholds at
Chandrabhag. The relation of the jhicads of the

houschiolds with these widows may bc very dis-
taut and remoie ; nevertheless, the latter, being
sitanded, take. shelter in this village.  This s
Wiy theie is an eacess of widows at  Chandra-
biiag.  “tHhe number of  unmarried girls of all
ages I all the dulerent castes is also consider-
able. “This (ends to reflect the  socio-cconomic
condition of the village. Girls are  not casily
aarried due to an excessive demand of dowries
and other incidental expenses of marriage.

TABLE 13

DISTRIBULION Oy POPULANTION By

Pinhin

Marital s'atus /‘nl«i J‘]t;lll IT:\
Unmarried 149 121
Married 70 73
Widow .. I8
Widower 3
Divorced;Separaterd

Total population 227 2i2

Swarnakar
R S

Marital status {j\_l;du Full;niu)

Unmarriod It 13

Married 1 8

Widow . 6

Widower

Divorced/Separatod

Total population 21 27
il

Marital status r{IiLh;_—A]‘Jnul:\

Unmarried

Married 1 i

Widow

Widower

Divorced/Separated

Total population 1 1

MART AL STATUS (CANTEWIRE)

Kuyasihia Mahisya Tauti
e - -~ —A ey e A s ey
Aale Fomale Aale Temale Male Temale

G2 A 16l 1D Bt 34
28 o 11t 116 20 20
7 32 0
1 7 2
1
91 78 284 263 84 6Y
arnuhar Caandhabanik Kaivarta
[ S e Aoy A
(31;»!.; 'qu:xk\r ISE:LI() Fomale Male Female
fl 1 S 8 1
I i 3 4]
| 3 1
4 3 H 4 1 1
Dhoha
S
Male Tomale Total Porcentag
2 1 7R3 3608
i I 517 36-98
1 78 557
19 1-36

3 3 1,398 100
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‘The cxcess of married females over married
males among the two upper, viz., the Braﬂhmu}
and the Kayastha is due to change in the efs.otl;lo‘
mic sct-up. The working  population 0k _1;
village arc mostly commuters. }hey work 1
and around Calcutta and since, (handrab}v]'a_g 1;
casily accessible by train scrvices, they a‘\"ul ;)e
the railway facilities. * Daily passengers ans
how they are known. But, there are ‘perfql‘
who would not commute the dlstance~ dalx )d.
Ihey  would rather stay in cheap hotel§ ydﬂk
niesses in the towns and citics where they work,
uand come to visit their wives and_chlldren at‘th%
village during the week cnds. 'Thc out’c‘ell?p of
such a situavon  is that there is an  exeess 0
marricd females over marricd mu]cs_. Among
lower castes in the village such variation 1s no}
obscrved. The gradual increase 1 ’Ihe ggealso
marriage of the girIsqt_C]anrabhjg ) lsf*malc
another  significant  finding. Exclu 1(1)10 IOL nale
population of the age-group 0 -»}5 und' '“d B
observed  that the number of unmarrie ’ %on
between  ages 1125, works up (o ()Ol fmxong
Brahmins, 15 among Kz}yas_lhus, 3 flgmng
Mahisyas, 14 among Tanus, three a 1one
Swarnakar and Gandhabaniks, and onc an “cbt
Karmakar and Dhoba, respectively. In r?;PLﬂ(
of a village like Chandrabhag, this is a signiica
sueial change.

RESIDENTIAL,  PATTERNS AND  RESOURCES U1
CHANDRABHAG

Buildings and dwelling houses

Buildings and dwelling houscs are an'lll?gdfr‘;
tion of the economic _position of the g; dgw Y
la the villages of India, the structu”n]e]S P
ling houses, usually, have mud wa s.l b
floor with a plaster of mud and a t(ljldtg,]ﬁs and
Another varicty is houses with mu --W‘:;uildings
corrugated tin roof or tile roof. f m“'ll e
are  usually rare in village except W Ile urpose
buildings are constructed for spc.gld“_ ~I;)1rra11d
like School, Block Oflice, Village Dispens )tion
so on. Chandrabhag seems to be an e:;]cill) onp;
Onc finds many more puced bunldu{!ﬁ? e‘of not
can normally expect in this small UAdg' ¢ from
much of commercial importance. _'IP‘1 Hicher
the multistoried buildings of the Gx}rs «ttacghed
Sccondary Multipurpose School and~£éec‘:,nstruc'
hostel for girls, and also single storicd ConsTozy
tion of the Sreekrishna Pathagar or the O
public library and the dispensary, nOW tures of
thire are twbntyscvcn more pucca s(rug’d o
all brick and masonry both one 'S(;orltb'al ur-
multistoried. These arc all for residential p

poses and this means that 12.03 per cent. of the
dwelling houses at Chandrabhag have brick and
masonry work. These constructions, are, how-
ever, fairly oldish and were built by the fathers
of the present heads of the households. Some
new structures with brick walls and tile or tin
roofs have lately come into being. These new
buildings were constructed after the flood of
1959 when many a house was completely razed
to the ground. The Block Development Office
came forward with loan and also with a Scheme
* Build your Own House”. Loans were taken
but very few of the persons taking loan took
pains to build pucca structures. ‘The reasons
tticy put forward were scarcity of bulldmg mate-
rials and the unusual delay in procuring them.
So, barring a few constructions, most of the
houses at Chandrabhag are built on materials
obtained locally. The usual procedure is to cut
a dug-out or doba, the carth of which is used
for the plinth as well as for the walls of the
rooms. The mud walls usually, have thickness
of about 10 inches. Sometimes, mud is rein-
forced with bits of straw and cowdung; some-
time, again, bamboo lattices, coated inside and
outside with mud, are used for walls. For roof-
mg straw or hay is used. This is economical
as the owner-cultivator as well as the share
croppers have their respective shares of hay at
the time of distribution of corn. A share of the
hay for the share cropper is not always obtained
in the villages of Bengal. For angles and joists,
the villagers at Chandrabhag used bamboo which
is readily available.

Those who are a little well-off, replace thatch
roof with tile and/or corrugated tin roof.
About ten to twelve years ago, tiles were easily
available in the area and could be had cheap.
Recently, consequent upon a change in the
natural flow of the river systems of the area,
pantile manufacture has received a severe blow.
Whatever little pantile is produced, it is exported
outside for better prices. In this situation of
scarcity of pantiles and high prices thereof,
people at Chandrabhag stick to thatch roofs,
more or less. Bulk import of corrugated tins
also is not very ecasy. The Midnapur Canal
Reach No. 7 is not workworthy all throughout
the year. One has to wait till the rainy season,
when the canal is full, for one’s supply of corru-
gated tins and other building materials like
cement, sand etc. The difficulty works double
aged - the cconomic potential of a person and
communication difficulties in procuring matc
rials. Brick kilns did not prove to be very suc-
cessful at Chandrabhag. All these personal and
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non-personal,  economic and  non-cconomic
factors have been instrumental to the construc-
tional plan of dwelling houses at Chandrabhag.

Houses at Chandrabhag are all residential
houses. The idea of letting or sub-letting
houses on a monthly rent was absolutely foreign
to the minds of the villagers at Chandrabhag.
Since five or six years, the question of letting
houses has appeared before them. In 1959, u
refugee family from East Bengal come to stay in
the village. In 1960, a Gramsevika was assign-

House-types

Mud wall & thatched root

Mud wall & tided oot

Mud wall & tinged roof

Brick wall & thatehed roof

Brick wall & tiled roof

Brick wall & tinyed roof

Pucea huilding

Others

Total householids
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ed for Chandrabhag. These new  comers had
to be accommodated and rooms were let on
monthly rentals. Room/house rents varied be-
tween Rupees twenty to Rupees forty per month,
It was doubtful if the refugee family was really
in a position to pay rentals rcgularly, if at all.
Households with four or more rooms were in a
position to let out rooms. House types at
Chandrabhag vary from onc roomed mud thatch
but to multistoried brick built dwellings  and
accommodation per houschold in cach of the ten
castes will be reabsed from the table below :

TABLE 14

HOUSE-TYPES AT (HANDRABUAG

One Roony
T'wo Room
[ Three More Room
One Room
< Two Room
{'Three; More Room
One Room
Two Room
[ Three; More Room
One Roont
Two Boom
[ Three; More Roon
One Room
Two Room
[ 'Three/More Room
Ono Room
< Two Room
{Three, Maore Room

{ One Storied

! (average 4 rooms)

ﬁ Two Ntoried

[ (average 6 rooms)

Brahmin Kayastha Mahisye Tanti Swarnakar
6 R 6 1
4 17 2 1
8 4 5 2% 2
2 ’ '

6 | (B
10 | 4 I 1
6 1
t B] L
6 4 4 2%
2
3
1
1* 4 2
1 .
1 2 1 .
G 5 3 2 .
b 5 1 o
59 27 93 22 8
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TABLE [d—cond.

Houso types

[ One Toom

J

Mud wall & thatebed roof Two Room
LT)H'{‘(’IMU!(- Koo

{Une oot

Mud wall & tiled roof Two BRoom
| 'Fhree More Roolu

One Roont

Mud wall & tinned roof Two Room

{ Three, More Rooni
f()l)(* {loonm

. . )
Brick wall & thatehed roof Two Room

| Three, More Room
{ One Room

. . e 12
Briek wall & tiled roof j I'wo Room

LTJ“"" More Roont
f'“n(', Rogm

. ) . o I
Brick wall & tied rool 4 Two Room

| Three, More Roomn

(Oue Stored
4‘ (average rooiits)
1 H L3 L N ] N
Pucea huilding Y Two Stor ,Ui
' ’L(u\'orug«- 4 roonist

Others

Total houscholds

*Fudicates two stories.

NOTE : Average 2-4 roonis per Loasehold

It will also be scen from the chart that better
houses and superior type buildings belong mo_sl:
ly to the upper castes of the village. 1h»kf
Brahmins have 40 Bighas 15 Cottahs for thenr
homestcad ; the Kayasthas have 12 Bighas un(jl
[0 Cotrahs whercas the Mahisyas have only 4:
Bighas and 12 Cotiahs as homestead for 93
houscholds. The position of the Tantis.
Swarnakars, Karmakars is not very happy c1t.hcr.
They have 13 Bighas, live Bichas and onc Bwfzu
respectively for their homestead. The end
result of such a  situation is  overcrowding.

Crandhba- Kaurma- Total
hanik har 1l Raivarta  Dhoba roonus

| - 39
1 . .. . . 50
61

i* . . .. .. 20

14
64

. .. 66

1 1 i 1 535

Morcover, there is hardly any distinction be-
tween buildings and structures used solely  for
residential  purposes and those for  production
and business purposes.  That the weaver keeps
his handloom/fooms in his dwelling house and/
or in his sleeping room will be evident from the
photograph.  The house shown in the photo-
graph hus, in fact, one big room and the loom
is kept in one corner of it. During day the
loom is at work. at night jt is the sleeping room.
Similar is the case with the farmers and gold-
smiths.  The farmer, more often than not, stores
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his things, corn, implements etc., in his dwelling
house ; the Swarnakar has his small smithy in
his own house. In a village like Chandrabhag,
it is difficult for a goldsmith to run a separate
establishment for his business which can be done
in towns. A Brahmin gentleman has also been
running a stationery shop in one of the rooms
of his house.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

The standard of living and the pattern of
consumer expenditure in rural areas will be
easily ascertained from the number of durable
consumer goods in use in different caste house-
holds. The Brahmin households have the highest
number of such durable consumer goods as\(thcy
constitute the better off section in the village.
A mosquito-net and a hurricane lantern con-
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stitute the absolute minimum of the consunmption
standard and cach and every houschold at
Chandrabhag possesses these two commodities.
Other consumer goods like chair, table, radio,
bicycle, torch are mostly owned by the upper
caste families of the village. Some of these
consumer goods have come very recently in use.
Radios and transistors fall in this category.
More often than not, the radios and transistors
have been purchased within § years of the date
of interview. The extent to which semi-durable
consumer goods are used also shows the direction
of social change. Modern houscholds must-
needs be more and more streamlined consequent
upon a change in the cconomy of the country.
Usc of kerosene stove, bicycles is being gradu-
ally taken up by village houscholds. The rela-
tive position of the use of consumer goods by
different caste households at Chandrabhag will
be discernible from the table below :

TABLE 15

HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS OF DIFFERENT CASTES AT CHANDRABHAG
Consumer’s goods Brahmin Kayastha Mahisya Tanti Swarnakar
Bed-stead 55 24 ESL 144 44 1%
Khatia 29 12 45 8 24+ 1*
Chair 454-3* 204 1* 74-12% 54 3*
Table 134 1% 184 3* 3+2% 3
Mirror 59 25 52 19 6
Bench 47 14 234-9* 13
Stool 50 22 39 15 1
Jalchowki 58 23 80 -4-4* 19 5
Wall-shelf{ $4+1* 20 2741* 94-2% 2
Mosquito-net 50+ 274 91+ 22+ 84
Hurricane lantern 594 27+ 02 22 + 84
Petromax 10 3 24 1* 3
Battery torch 39 - 3* 17 19--5* 8 141*
Keroscne stove 264-10* 11-4+3* 1--2% 3
Bieyele 30 +8% 174+ 1% HT* 341*
Gramophone 1 1
Radio 13* 7 6* 1*
Harmonium 3 2 1 2
Tanpura 1
Others 1* .
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TABLE 15—conrd.

Consunier’s goods Karmakar

Bedastead
Khatia .
Chair

Table

Mirror

Bench

Stool
Jalchowks
Wall-shelf
Mosquito-net
Huwrricane lantera 1
Petromax
Battery torch
Kerosene stovoe
Bicycle 1*
CGiramophona

Radio 1*
Harmonium

Tanptra

Othors

* Indjeates bought within 5 years.

DRESS

The pattern of dress of the peoplp ~of
Chandrabhag exhibits no special characteristics.
Dhuti, Panjabi, Shirt, Banian, Fatua, Merjai are
the usual apparel of the menfolk at Chandra-
bhag as they are in other villages of West
Bengal. European style dresses are also in
much use at Chandrabhag. But the dresses vary
according to the economic condition of the
people there. The peasants as Chanc}rabhag are
seen mostly in their loin cloths or in a simple
Dhoti with no upper garment. During the
winter they put on a shirt or use a Chadar only.
The middle class people use Panjahi. shirt.
Dhoti or the European style dress. The young
group from the middle class families are much

Gandha-  Kaivarta Tili Dhoba Total
banik of all
castes

2 .. 1 . 134

1 .. .. .. 98

96

73

3 1 196
141* .. .. .. 109

1o
—
(4

I+ 1% .. 1 .. 163

1+ . .. . 04

in favour of shirts and trousers than Dhotis and
Punjabis. The older generation of both the
middle and the well-to-do class prefer Dhotis
and Panjabis to shirts and trousers. They use
Panjabi or the upper garment usually when they
move out of the village, cither to the place of
work or on some business errand. But when
they keep in the village they would hardly put
on their Panjabi. At best they would put on a
Genji as their upper garment. The younger
group of the middle class, on the other hand. is
very particular about using an upper garment,
They do not like to be scen in  bare bodies.
Thev use Panjabis or shirts on top of their
Genjis even when keeping in the village, when
they move out of the village, to their places of
work or to any other place, they dress quite
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spick and span, somctimes with neckties  and
cravats. The very old gentlemen of the middle
and the well-to-do class have been found to be
using Merjai, a kind of short coat with string
fastenings. During the cold scason they have
also been seen using Bulaposh. a kind of quilled
wrapper.

Apart from Dhoti another kind of apparel is
in use much use in the villages of West Bengal
and this is called Lungi.  This apparel has a
close resemblance with the “Suarong " of  the
people of the South-East Asia.  Lunoi is cheap,
durable and very easy to handle. It is worn as
a lower garment from waist downwards and in
times of rain it can be tucked up conveniently.
Most of the peasants and menfolk from the lower
class at Chandrabhag use Lunei all throughout
the year. Menfolk of the middle and the upper
class also use Lunei but not when moving out
of the village. )

In the dresses of women too similar grada-
tions in consumption and use are discernible.
Most of the women of the poor houscholds put
on a piece of Sari only. They cannot afford a
blouse or a petticoat. 'Women from the middle
income group also put on a picce of Suri only
when they keep indoors. For outdoor move-
ment they dress properly with chemise, blousc,
petticoat. There is a difference of dress in
generations  also.  Teenager girls would hardly
agree to put a piece of Sari only. They use
frock till the age of twelve or thirteen  since
when they switch on to Sarics. They dress fully
with chemise, blouse. petticoat and Sari for ouf-
door movement. Indoors, they may go without
a blouse or a petticoat but they must put on a
chemise (the upper garment) before they put on
a Sari. Teenager girls of the poor families too,
usc a chemise as an upper carment.

Small girls and small boys between the age
five to ten usually do not us: any upper garment
during summer and speciallv when thev are not
out to school or to any other crrand. When
going to the school they put on their full vest-
ments.

Moving about on bare feet is quite usual
inside the village for all socio-economic aroups.
The office-goers use shoes (Oxford. Casual) at
time of going to the office. At home. they either
move bare-footed or use a Kharom or a wooden
sandal.  Plimsolls or keds are also in great use
among those who have to do a good deal of
movement from one village to another. Recent-

ly‘. Hawdaii chappals have in fact, replaced leather
slippers and shoes in the country as a whole.

Ornanients arc not much in use at Chandra-
bhag. Women of the poor houscholds did. not
seem to possess any ornament. gold or silver. at
all. In most cases, they were seen with glass
bungles or with an iron bangle which stand for
the auspicious sign that her husband is living.
Sometimes again, a pair of conch-shell bangles
g0 with the iron bangle.  Bot conch-shell bangles
have become very dear these days, so women of
the poor houscholds use an iron bangle only.

Women of the middle cluss familics and also
of the well-to-do houscholds do not use  too
many ornaments. They may not use any gold
ornament at all  except a special  kind of nosc
ornament which is inserted across the septum of
the nose. The traditional belief is  that  this
ornament protects the user from many kinds of
discases.

Women of the very well-off houscholds were
seen using bangles, earrings and a short necklace.
No hecavy gold ornaments is worn these days.
School-going girls, specially the older ones, have
a craze for a ring and this is in most cases, what
they use at their ornaments. They have a feel-
ing that use of ornaments has gone out of
fashion. Morcover, the gold control order  of
the Govt. of India had its effects felt in the con-
sumption pattern of ornament in this village.

Foop

What they eat at Chandrabhag is an import-
ant  socio-economic index of the people of
Chandrabhag.  Thc  economically  backward
section fare rather ill in their consumption of
food whereas the better off section of the popu-
lation may exhibit a touch of conspicuous con-
sumption in food. But the average consump-
tion pattern has nothing to commend with.

Fish is in absolute demand in the village.
It is not always that fish must be bought in the
local market. There are plenty of ponds, tanks
and  dug-outs in the village. Most of them
abound in fishes. Angling is the most impor-
tant pastime of the elderly and out of work
males as well as of the aged females of the
village. Ladies, after their midday meals would
sit with a fishing rod for hours together. And
they mostly have a good catch with a waiting of
two hours. Thus, fish enters, more often than
not. in the daily menu of 4 villager of Chandra-
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bhag. Apart from this, the daily consumption
of food at Chandrabhag follows a stereotyped
pattern, varying occasionally with the level of
income of a villager. The well-to-do familics
eat well than the cconomically unsound families.
In the poor houscholds there is usually two
meals, onc in the early morning and the other
are at dusk. It is only in the middle class ‘m(j
upper class familics that onc can hopemt(])ﬂ '_sLJ
arrangements of having two \prmcrpfx] nufx 5(;m
two subsidiary mculs or tiffins durmg’ ab ¢ ‘U
The wo principal meals are usually )\'f,ry) "3;{1
As such tiffins arc very light. Sometimes. 3
tea is taken as tiflin.

The pattern of foqdﬂconsunilp{‘;}?”ﬂi“t S’}(](?ens(:f\de

ag is very much miluencec prndie
:tlmfbcr of commuters from 1]]?(,:] wl;l):!fcat TCh:I\
attend offices and otlllclr.cslub lsm]; e Oh
cutta and other subdivisional tOwtl Srs food s
beria, Kolaghat. For these C.m}],mul\? elaborate
cooked carly by the houscw.n‘m:. beoscr\'cd o
cooking is possible as ~f00d o Oh housewives
time.  Office-goers having wa/? the whole
take to cooking rather clulboratgy ‘ (')rll ke 4
family. School-going children usfud i/thc carly
few morsels of what had been ]C{*tnr?n,-rs They
morning dishes made for the of u.”'{iogac-k from
take their heavy dinner after Con?m‘ii-xuy in the
the school.  So. in many Cases. jspbr;mngemcnt
houscholds Ofk”w! .conlltnl:tuglr]s 1htclccz1¢lv morning
of mcals is like this @ le sakfast-crnm-
hctwchn 6 AM. to 630 AM. 'E)frdé\j«rl:;”gla{
lunch consisting of rice, a vegCtz 1\51 ‘o 5 AM.
or fish or cgg curry between 8_30» iall , for the
Lunch-crm-afternoon  tiffin .SPLCMF )ricc currv.
school-going children consmllmlh(/)l Dir‘mer at
Dal between 4-30 PM. to 5 P. oo, Dal. fish
night (9-30-10 P.M.) consisting of Tiec. B
curry and sometimes  milk. Bmﬁhold‘; having
commuter houscholds and for .|10u5b' ble >i< a bi\t
no school-going children the time ta c; familics
different. The daily food taken by such 1

is usually as follows : | "
i Tea (for adult males
Morning (7% A-M. Lli:u‘ully() and a morscl
of Muri "
Lunch or midday Rice. Dal. fish curry

meal (1-2 PM)

T ; r
Evening tiflin Tea. Rui. Gu

(5-6 P.M) Sane 4s in the lunch
(I:Ir‘g(ll‘itng]ccrdl with occasional varta
tions

N M M ,r_
t houscholds a still more diffe

In the peasan Those who work

ent time schedule is followed.

in the field start very carly in the morning
having soaked rice from overnight.  With soak-
ed rice and onion they take their  very carly
breakfast. They may come for lunch at home
or the lunch may be brought to them in the field.
The midday meal is taken usually at 2 PM. It
Is usually a heavy meal for the workers in  the
field.  After day’s work they come back home
in the evening. This is their tea time. Usually,
they would take a cup of tea and a small bowl-
full of Muri (Puffed rice). Though very hungry
they prefer to take a small quantity of food
during this period of the day. They do not
want to spoil their dinner at night by taking too
much food at dusk or evening.

Except beef and pork, hardly any restriction
is observed about meat in the vilage. Chicken
used to be and still is a taboo of the Brahmin
caste. But this taboo scems to have been waived
in the case of the Brahmin males and not
Brahmin  females. In the village food-front
there exists therefore. a sort of *two nation
ideas. Tea has entered quite unware in the vil-
lage. Not only is it consumed daily at home,
there are also one or two tea stalls at Chandra-
bhag. Tea drinking is common in all houscholds,
rich or poor. Not a single houschold at
Chandrabhag was found to be an exception.

FAMILY AND KINSHIP PATTERN
Structure

The two hundred and sixteen families at
Chandrabhag exhibit variations in their kinship
structure. It is, thus, not possible to make gq
clear polar dichotomy, nuclcar and *extended ®
or ‘joint™in respect of them. The families can
be classified into nuclear or simple, extended,
intermediate and irrcgular families. A simple or
nuclear family is the unit consisting of hushand
and wife and or without children. It has also
been called a coniugal familv. An extended or
joint family is that in which two or more con-
jugal familics. related lineally. collaterally or in
any other way. live in the same houschold. An
intermediate family does not fall within the con-
fine of any of the above two caterorics. An
intermediate family type can be  exnlained better
by a few examples: when a widowed  sister
comes to live in the family of her married
brother or when a widowed daughter lives in the
family of her father or when the mother-in-law
comes to stay in the houschold of her son-in-taw,
Such irregular relatives have been christened s
“adhesions ™ by the late Prof. K. Chattopadhya.
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In his opinion, the presence of ¢ adhesions’ in a
family makes for the latter’s development into
an intermediate family. An *Irregular’ family
is one in which a man and a woman live as hus-
band and wife, though not wedded. Another
category may be presented and that is family of
the ‘incomplete’ type. It is characterised by
the absence of any married couple in it. All
these different varieties with their numerous
ramifications are to be seen at Chandrabhag.
The presence of a number of families of the
intermediate type just obviates the possibility of
a rapid disintegration of the extended family
system in India. The different variations in the
kinship organisation in the family of the Brahmins
are given below :

TABLE 16
BRAHMIN
Tyee A
) No. of Total
Incomplete family households no. of
households
Bachelor living alone .. 59
Bachelor living with mother, 2 ..
brother, sister
Widow living alone 2
Widow living with children 2
and grand children
Widower living alone
Widower living with children and 1
grand children, married dQau-
ghter
Total 7 59
Tyre B
Conjagal or nuclear type
Childless conple 2 59
Couple with children 27
Tot1l 29 59
Tyre (!
Extended or Joint
Lineal gencration families 9
Collateral 7o, hrothers and their
familios 6
Total 15 59

TABLE 16—contd.

Tyrr D
. ' . Na. of Total
Intermediate faniliey househnldy no. of
houscholds

Childless couple with added kiy . a9
Conjugal family with widowed

notherfwidowed  sister  op

mother, gistee, father's mo.

ther, wife's mother cte, 2 ..
Brother's, married sister’y and

married  dauzhrtery fanile

living to;rether ) 6
Total 5 a4

Tyre I

Lrropular

From the above tables it will be scen that
nuclear or conjugal or simple familics constitute
49.15 per cent. of the Brahmin houscholds.
Extended or joint familics constitute 25.42  per
cent., and intermediate and incomplete familics
together constitute another 25.42 per cent. In-
termediate families by themselves constitute 13.44
per cent. of the Brahmin houscholds. If the
intermediate families arc considered with the ex-
tended familics, they together make up for 39
per cent. of the Brahmin  houscholds. This
means  that relationship  with sccondary  and
tertiary kins is still important at Chandrabhag.
Though there is a preponderance of nuclear
familics over other types of familics at Chandra-
bhag, it can, nevertheless, be said that  the
family is not totally atomised or disorganised.
Also in (‘hundrznbhug, such arrungcm&us of
leaving wife and children as in .o Play’s ™ Stem
family ” are pragmatically inescapable for those
who carn money away from the village,  Thus,
“Joint fumil'y by choice™ as one of our anthro-
pologlsts opine, “which is based on cconomic
considerations and conscious appraisal of alter-
natives, at least on the levels of cxpectations and
values, is somcthing qualitatively different from
the classic mode! of the joint family ™ iy also
to be found in Chandrabhag.

“
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The pattern of families and extension of kin-
ship among castes other than the Brahmiv
Chandrabhag cxhibit just the similar  trend

that  of the Brahmin, The variations of
at pattern of kinship among difllerent castes may
as discernible from the following table.
TABLE 17

STRUCTURE OF FAMILIES OF DIFFERENT CASTES AT CHANDLRABIIAG

‘Types of familics

Type A (Incom plete)

Bachelor living alone

Bachelor living with mother and

Widow living alone

Widow living with chiliren

Widow living alone ]
Widower living with chilitren and grand children

Type B (Nucliar or Conjugnl)
Childless couple «
Couple with children

Type ! (Eatended ar Joint)
Lincal (3 generations)
Collateral»

Componnd

Type 1) (Tntermediaie, )

Chikdless couple with added kin

Conjugal family with widowed
sister. mother's sister. father’s mother,
mother, cte,

Brother’s married sistor's ad married Jaughter’s
family living together

mather/widowed
wife's

Total households

Tvpes of families

Type A (Incomplele)

Bachelov living alone

Bachelor living with mother and
Widow living alone

Widow living with children

Widow living alone ) .
Widaower living with children and grand children

Type B (Nuclar or Conpugal)
Childless couple
(‘ouple with ehildren

Type € (Extended or Joinl)
Lineal (3 generations)
Collaterals

Compound

Type D (Intormediade) _
“hildless couple with added kin _
g(}::lﬂl;ﬁ f'almily with widowed mother/widowed

SN o ) e
gister, nlother’s sister, father’s mother. wife

nwther, ote. . . s
Bro(hor’.‘l,mm‘riod gister’s and married daughter’s

fumily living together

Taotal houscholds

5§ (PB) Consug, 67

Kayastba  Mahixva
2 1
. 3
3 i
- E
1 S
13 35
1 T
1 3
1 1
4
3 18
¢
27 93

CGandhaban:k Tili

Nwarnakar Yanti
. i
1 .
2 i
1 6
1 1
1 4
2 1
8 22
Kaivarta Dhoba
1 .e
. i
1 1

[~ § -0

e

11
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The structure of the family, among diffcrent
castes, at Chandrabhag has undergone somce
changes no doubt. But the nain tend s the
adjustment of the institution with the changing
social situations and the cconomy of the vilkioe.

The size of the family among dificrent castes
at Chandrabhag also varies while the average
size of all the houscholds at Chandrabhag is 6.4
persons, the mean size of the [umilies of Brah-
min, Kayastha, Mahisya and other ranges be-
tween 2.0 to 8.3 persons per  household. The
mean size of the families of different castes will
be seen in the table below :

TABLE 18
MEAN STZE OF TTE PAMILIES OF DIFFERENT
CANTPES

Na, of Mean
NoL ol populion size of

Caste Tivtises IR tie
Loty Wonscehold hiyie-
of o caste hold
Brahmin o4 3 s’
Navastha 27 ({1} (3]
Mahisva Y3 57 S0
Swarnakar 5 D G0
Tanti 22 15 69
Karmakar 1 7 70
Gandhabanik 3 25 53
Tili 1 2 2:0
Kaivarta 1 2 2+
Dhoba 1 6 0

The average size of the family. excepting
four families of Karmakar, Tili, Kaivarta and
Dhoba where average did not work, tends to be
higher among higher castes. The Brahmin
families being more extended in their relation-
ship (vide Table 17) show a highy tigure.  The
mean  size of the family of the “iandhubanik
appears the highest in the table, the model size
varies according to the aggrevate of members in
each Gandhabanik family.

The composition of the family among differ-
ent castes at Chandrabhag is going to exhibit
further changes as the people of Chandrabhug
become more conscious of family planning or
planned parenthood. The number of children
among young couples of the upper castes has ol-
ready registered a dcecline,

Though the composition of the family is
changing, the powcer structure within the family
of different castes of  Chandrabhag has shown
not a very significant change.  Father is still the
controlling figure. Even an adult son, financially
quitc independent, has, normally, to accept what
his father says. Education, scrvice, marriage,
and in other affairs the father has always a say.
Datughters are expected to be given in marriage
curly.  Employment of girls is tried to be dis-
couraged s far as  possible.  Nevertheless,
voung men and women of the village are show-
ine signs of independence, more  and  more.
Quite a £ pevs and girls have married on their
own. Since, in most of the cases, bride and
bridegroom bclonged to the same  caste. the
pavents, thougii annoyed, did not take very un-
kindly to them. A girl have her own story how
<he came o marry the bov of her choice. In
this case, both the boy and eir] belonged to the
sume caste and the same cconomic status.  There
had., however, been one or two cases of intercaste
marriaecs.  After preliminary  difficultics. parent
and sons und daughter-in-laws  became  recon-
ciled. This is a step forward to more and more
accommodation to new ways of lile.

“New  ways of life™ are also adopted by
fower custes when they follow or try 1o f()‘}OW
the ritual patterns and ways of life of the I?.xvuh:
mins in the village. The Brahmins constitute
the dominant caste by virtue of their cconemic,
social and educational status. Many of the
castes in the village have tried to change  their
social position by changing their ritual patterns.
and invariably they have tried to emulate the
Brahmins. It is all very known to everybody in
India that the Hindus obscrve a  number of
rituals from birth to death. The observance of
thesc rituals cnsures the ritual status of a Hindu.
A twice-born caste man has to perform many
more rituals than a Sudra or a member of the
once-born caste. To attain status, therefore, not
only wealth but also «n appropriate structure of
rituals is necessary. In the daily life  of the
people at Chandrabhag, onc, thus comes across
a series of ritual observances connected  with
birth, Sasthi, first rice-taking ceremony. sacred
thread cercmony, marriage, Punarvivaha, funer-
ary right, and so on. Though the age of the
marriage of the girls at Chandrabhag is much
higher today, there remains, nevertheless, stray
cases of prepuberty marriage. Punarvivaha s
the ceremony which is performed when the child
wife attains puberty. The age of menarche in
Bengal is usually 11.8 to 12 vears.  Punarvivaha
ceremony takes place, usually. at house of the
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parcnts of the girl.  She is supposed to stay  at
her parents’ house till she has attained puberty
and undergone the ceremony of Punarvivaha.

But this is getting fewer and fewer.

() Garbhadhan
(1) Sadhbhaksana

(iii) Birth Ceremony
(iv) Sashthipuja

(v) Namakarana and Annaprasaind
(vi) Paita or Upanayana

(vii) Marriage
(viii) Sraddha

Conception cerchony, except in the case of
the first child-birth in the family, is not properly
done. That a woman is Enceinte 1s known
when she stops nenstruating.  So the Garbha-
dhan or the foetus-laying ccremony is never per-
formed. An Enceinte woman has, nevertheless.
to observe quite a few do’s and don’ts. Thesc
do’s and don’ts are mostly maintained by pseudo-
religious sanctions. Though the young section
of the village just give a damn to these numerous
strictures, they cannot also flout these restrictions
openly. An Enceinte woman is not allowed 1o
oo out in the evening. She must not visit the
f)urning ¢hat, nor should she go by certain trecs
in the village.

At the fifth or the seventh month of preg-
nancy. an Enceinte woman is generally fed on
with eatables of her desire or choice. Usually,
the children of the household and the children
in the neighbourhood partake of the food that
has been offered to the Enceinte woman. This
ceremony is observed by all the different castes,
high or low in the village.

ACTUAL BIRTH

During the time of confinement of the local
Dais (indigenous midwives) is sou'ght afgcg. All
the local Dais were given maternity training by
the late Dr. Bhupendra Ghosh Choudhury,
father of Dr. Ranjit Roy Choudhury, the M.L.A.
from the village. So the Dais in Chandrabhag
and its neighbouring areas can very well be taken
as trained Dais or midwives. Complicated cases
of maternity are taken cither to the Maternity
Home at Khajurnan, about two and a half miles
away from Chandrabhag or at Calcutta. The
maternity home at Khajurnan was started by the

The life-cycles of the villagers at Chandra-
bhag are interspersed with the following rituals
connected with the major crises of life, namely,

birth, marriage and death;

(Conception cercmony)

(Eating of some desired object by an expectant
mother)

{(Propitiation of the presiding deity of children on
the 6th day after the birth of the child)

{First rice-taking and naming of the child)

(Sacred thread wearing ceremony, muainly of the
twice--born castes)

(Funeral rites)

Gram Seva Sangha with donations from the Tata
Trust of Bombay.

Contrary to the usual praciices, the Dais at
Chundrabhag use @ pair of sterilized scissors at
the time of cutting the umbilical cord during
parturition. Infant mortality at birth is practi-
cally nil at Chandrabhag.

After the delivery of the child the mother has
to remain confined in the lying-in-room for a
period of twenty days. This twenty-day segre-
pution is for the Brahmin and the Kaysthas_ only.
The Mahisya has thirty day segregation sanction.
Among still lower castes the new mother remains
totally segregated in the lying-in-room for seven
days. But she has to observe certain restrictions
of touch for another three weeks. In this case
social emulation becomes difficult because of the
economic imperative. Women of low castes can
rarely, if ever, afford to stay idle for consecutive
spell of days.

On the sixth day of the birth of the child,
Sasthipuja or the propitiation of Sasthi, the god-
dess of children, is performed. Sasthipuja is
performed during daytime. It is a non-hieratical
observance. as such, no priest is required. But
those who are well off would perform this Sasthi-
puja with a1t gala. Normally, a senior female
member of the family would observe fast and
perform  the worship in a Vrata (Folk ritual)
way. Stories depicting the eflicacy of Sasthipuja
arc read out and children of the neighbourhood
are fed with some toothfuls. During night, a
pen. a bottle of ink, a few grains of paddy, a
lighted lamp and the twig of a tree are kept
recady bv the new-born baby in the lying-in-
room. The belief has it that the Vidhata
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Purusha (God) would descend into the lying-in-
room and would write the future, fate und desting
of the child n his forchead.  Pleniy o icgonds
arc about how the attendant of the bving-in-room
had somce accosting with the  idivaa Purusha
and how he was forced to change his writings
on the forchead of the child.  Avuin, tic mather
would say how that great mun looked like s
tall as the sky. as resplendent as the sun and so
on. Mothers who claim to have scen Vidhiata
Purusha make most of the fuic of their children.

On the cighth day comes another ceremony.
called Athkowre or Athalad. AN the children of
the neighbourhood are invied and  they  sing
songs 1n honour of the child. Fiche Linds  of
fried pulses ¢ @it =ecight: = < puises) are
distributed among the children.  The miost conr-
mon  song in this ceremonial occasion s the
following couplet

At Karai, Sat Karai, Chhele Achhe Bhalo,
Muayer Kole Runca Khoka Ghar Korechhe Al
(Eight pulses, pulses of the road, the ¢hild s
well.

The handsonie baby in the mother’s lap has
made the room aglow)

The pulses which are distributed 1o the children
must not be caten on the spot. They  should
be taken home for  consumption.  Koman s
another ceremony  which is connected withy the
child-birth. 1t signifies the cnd of pollution of
the mother and the child.

Semectimes. Jatvashoucha  (Pollution  caused
by a birth in the family) is observed by all the
members of the family. But it is ulmost  an
exception. On the 2ist or on the 30th day. as
the case may be. the new mother und the child
come out of the lying-in-room. The village
barber comes and pares the nails of the mother
and the child.  Sometimes. he pares the nails of
all the members of the houschold.  Chandra-
bhag is without a barber of its own : so w barber
is to be called in from a different villeze on such
occasions.  Nuturally, he demands  n s:/.gzl_lwla‘
amount for this  pollution cleansing  activities.
The washermun of the villawe has alvo o part to
play in this occasion.  The water of the washer-
man’s vat is supposcd to be riinelly clea. So
the washerman comes with his special water and
sprinkles on the mother and the child and also
on the articles used by them in the Wing-m-roont.
Articles used in the lying-in-room are supposed
to be unclean and not fit for use asain. They
are meant for throwing awov o to he eiven o

the  washermun o Do (scavenger).  But, i
these days of cconomie stringency, some sort of
ratfionabised  fecling is at work and the articles
are rituadly sancuticd i the most tradinonal pro-
cess by the wuasherman. A nice  juntaposition
indeed ! If cconomic conditions permit, a small
feast  for the ladies who have their husbands
living. in the neighbourhood. A Sasthipuja s
also arranged for the welfare of the child.

Neamakarana and Annaprasana (Noming and the
first rice-taking ceremony)

These two ceremonies, more often than not,
fake  place simultancousdy, Annaprasana s,
usually . performed on the Stho Gin the case ol
girls) or on the 6th (in the case of boys) month
from the birth.  According to medical scienees,
i s time that a child should take some  solid
food along with the Hquid diet.  With the rich
families of the village. specially in the case of @
male child, this first rice-taking ceremony 18 ob-
werved with great pomp. A Brahmin priest s
called in. The father of the child or the uncle
(paternaly - should  observe fasting perform
Viiddhi Sraddha (offering  of — oblations to the
forefathers) and other Shastric rites When the
Shastric rituals are over. the child s taken out
1o the local shrine for a Darshan by the local
ood  or eoddess. The local village deity  of
Chandrabhag.  Chandrai, is propitiated —in - all
domestic wlfairs incloding Tites cmmcclcd birth,
Annaprasana, first going 10 schooll journey out-
side the village, marriage and  soon. Back
home. the child is oflered rice,  rice-pudding.
After that, a number of articles. pen & book.
carth & paddy. @ once rupee coin are kept before
the child and he is induced to put fus hand on
one of these articles.  The traditional belief has
it that the life’s vocation of the child will  be
determined by the nature of the commaoditics he
will put his hands on. Thus, if he touches pen
and book he will live a literary and an academic
hfe il he touches carth and paddy, he will be
taken up by agricultural vocations and so on.
A Tormal name (specrally the name with which
fhie will be identified in later Tife) is be given to
the child. This name may not be the same with
the Rasi (Zodiac) name  which  is  obtained.
through astrological calculations, during the time
of making a horoscope for the child.  Annapra-
sana or the first rice-tuking  ceremony is much
less pompous and ceremonious with a female
child and with the poorer seetions of the popula-
tion in the village. In such  cases, on the ap-
pointd day. a Bhov (offering) of rice-pudding s
offered 1o the local deity Naravan or Kali, as it
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may be; then a portion of that Bhog 1s brouglt
home to feed the child.  But the other ceremony
of Namakarana is, more or less. the sanie with
all castes and all scctions of the willage. The
Mahisyas and other occuputionul groups are
gradually emulating the rituals of the  higher
castes.  Annaprasana and the Namuokarana cere-
monics of these castes have very much been in-
Nuenced by the like ceremonies of the Brahmins
and Kuyasthas.

Paita or Upanayana

This is a very important sqmu-rclign‘)u_s cere-
mony in the life-cycle of the Hindus. I'his cere-
mony is performed by the Brahmin caste only
and it significs the change of status of a man.
Before U panayana there is hardly any difference
between a Brahmin“boy and a Sudra boy. 1t s
Upanayana which brings the difference. __\\’nh
! panayana one allains the status of & Dwiju or
onc of the twice-born. After Upanayana —onc
becomes  cligible to discharge his  social - and
religious  obligations.  During this Paita —or
Upanayana a boy (there is no sanction of  pu-
navana for a girl) has to undergo a series of
rituals. He must shave his head. keep on res-
tricted and vegetarian dict, should observe cer-
tain regulations upto a period of one year from
the date of Upanayana. 'l‘hp Kayasthas.  the
Mahisyas and other occupa'tlonal astes do not
observe this ceremony. It is not sanctioned for
them @ social emultion of Brahminical rites docs
not obtain here.

MARRIAGE

Marriage rituals occupy the largest shee
the life-cycle pic of Chandrabhag. The rituals.
again, vary according to the principles of Varna.
occupational status, religious sects. and also ac-
cording to the principle Qf a particular family.
It is truc that non-Brahmin lower custes have
tendency  to imitate the rituals ’o.f‘lhg higher.
specially the Brahmin  castes. Fhis s all the
more true at Chandrabhag wherc there is a
majority of the Brahmins, culturally and ritually.
I was told by Mahisya boys and girls that the
Mabhisyas have, of late. taken many of the rituals
and ceremonics of the Brahmins making it difli-
cult to distinguish between.  Brahmanic rituals
are also serving as a model to other lower castes.
The major difference between a high - caste
marriage and Jow caste marriage 1s thq payment
of dowry. In a high caste marriage bridegroom-
price or dowry is paid while in a low caste
marriage onc has to pay the bride-price.  Also.

moa low caste marmage, negotiation of marriage
v sturted by the bridegroom’s party. Since there
is hardly any really fow caste people at Chandra-
bivag. the ritual structure of the ditferent caste
people there has been influenced by the Brah-
manic pattern.

Fne pattern of marriage rituals followed by
the Brahmins at Chandrabhag is worth reviewing
here.

Marriage s desirable within the same caste
and not outside. In spite of the legal sanction
of Swavonra (same Gotra) marriage. care is taken
nol o select o bride or a groom from the same
Gotra. Also. the  restrictions  of  prohibited
degree 1s micticulously observed.  After the pre-
limiary talks have been  concluded, the elder
members of the bridegroom’s family come to the
house  of  the  bride to sec her for  selection.
According 10 the sacred texts there are various
ways of judging the suitability of a girl as  a
bride. In  Asvalavana  Grikvasutra  and  the
AApastanbha Grikvasuira we get that inorder to
hnow the particular characteristic posscssed by u
airl she was made to choose one of the several
clods of carth  presented to her. They  were
seven 1n nuimber and cach possessed a particular
characteristic. Sclection or rejection of 4 girl
depended upon what she had chosen.  Though
litte care is paid to this method of selecting a
bride today. a very detailed account is, neverthe-
less, taken of her physical appearance, capabili-
tics and  attainments.  Horoscopes of both the
subjects (the bridegroom and the bride) are also
consulted. 1t the clders of the two parties have
agreed the mateh, an auspicious day is selected
and the father or the guardian of the bride sends
a formul letter of proposals to the father/
guardian of the bridegroom.  From the day the
letter of proposal is sent. the girl is regarded as
betrothed and the ritual is known as Vagdana
or giving of words of marriage. In the villages
and the semi-urban areas of India, Vagdana is
a very amportant ritual. Tt usually takes place
after - much  care  and  consideration. Once
Vagdana is complete. revocation is attended with
much ~ocial censure.  The father of the bride
may abso find e difficult 1o arrange another
match for the daughter pretty soon.

When Veedana is complete, the partics have
to wait for suitable time of marriage. Months
propitious  for  marriage  in  Bengal include
Baisalh (April-May). Jaistha (May-June). Asar
June-Juls. Sravana Ouly-August).  Aeralavan
(November-December). Mach (Junuar)-Fcbrur(ry),



.

38 CHANDRABUHAG |

Falgun (Fcbruary-March). In  sclecting  the
months of marriage some other  considerations
are also taken into account. The cldest son or
2he eldest daughter should not be married  in
the month of Jaistha. Also, the month of birth
of the subjects is avoided for this purpose.
Hence, after the Vagodana ritual, the partics have,
sometimes, to wait for the auspicious month.
The day of actual celebration of the marriage 1s
then fixed in consultation with an almanac and
every care is taken to select a day with the influ-
ence of the maximum number of good plancts.
When the month and the day for ceicbration,
have been finally settled, letier announcing
marriage is sent by both the familics of the
bride and bridegroom to relatives and fricnds.
Since the spirit of the Joint Family stil fingers
Bengal, the letter of invitation is issued in  the
name of the eldest male member of the family
and not in the name of the father of the bride or
the bridegroom. In the patriarchal sct-up of ihe
Joint family in Bengal, there is a good deal of
privileged supcriority of the family of the bride-
groom. The family of the bride, while sending
the formal letter of wedding to the family of the
bridegroom, is thus under somc customary c¢bli-
gations to send somic sweeis and betel  Jeaves.
The custom is not reciprocal.  The ceremony of
pounding turmcric (Halood Kora) is the next
important ccremony to  be observed. Halood
Kota is performed on an auspicious day, specially
specified in the Hindu almanac. On such a day
five married women, relative or non-relative,
ceremonially pound some turmeric along with
five cowrie shells. This is pounded in a special
wooden implement (Dhienki) or in a mortar and
pestle. Religious songs arc sung during the
pounding of turmeric. When turmceric  has
been pounded. it is coremoniully put into  an
earthen jar. Every care is taken not to pollute
this pounded turmeric. It must not be touched
by a menstruating woman nor by any one who
has suffered a death in the family within a month
from the day of pounding of turmcric. This
pounded turmeric is kept in a ritually pure state
for the cercmony of annointment of the subject
with  turmeric.  This annointing ceremony
(Gatraharidra or Gavchalood) too, is performed
on an auspicious day. This ccremony is per-
formed entirely by women. Annointing of
turmeric of the bridegroom takes place first. The
ceremony of the bride follows. What happens
is a bit of turmeric paste touched to the body of
the groom is sent to the house of the bride.
Along with the turmeric paste is sent a fish and
some sweets. The bride is then smeared with
that paste and she has a ccremonial bath.

Married womien and children of the neighbour-
hood arc mviied w join in the ceremony.  They
also smear turmeric paste on the body of cach
other and have fun.  Aiter the ceremonial bath
of the bride, participants, excluding the bride, go
W Chandraiaia for sceking  benediction of  the
local deity.

On the night previous to the night of marri-
age a male member of the familics of the bride
and the  bridegroom  go to  their  respective
pricst’s home and get some cooked rice. This is
called Ai Buro Bhat. This rice is taken by the
bride and the bridegroom at their houses very
carly in the morning of the duy of marriage.
This is their last feed of rice as a maid and 2
bachclor.  On the day of marriage, till the actual
wedding ceremony 15 over. the bride and the
bridegroom are to observe ritual fasting.

In the morning of the duy of marriage, the
wom.on members (five i the bride’s house unq
nine in the bridegroom’s housc) observe Sasthi-
puja.  This Sasthipuja is performed with watcr
brought ritually by five FEostri from a nearby
pond. The way of collecting water is also inter-
esting.  The seniormost of the five Lostris with
a pot on her head would take a dip in the pond
five times and the water thus collected would be
used in the Sasthipuja.

Early in the afternoon. Kira or :f'l/)lz_ylt(l(lfzﬁktz
Sraddha or Briddhi Sraddha is performed.  The
actual performance of the cercmony dcvolvcs on
the senior-most male membper of the bride’s
family. In this ritual he offers oblations of
water, rice and fruit towards ancestors upto three
gencrations on both the sides of his father and
mother. The idea of this ritual is to propitiate
the souls of the forefathers so that they might
shower blessing on  the newly wed  couple.
Similar ritual is also performed at the housc of
the bridegroom.

When the ritual of Abhyudaika Sraddha s
being performed at the bride’s house, the bride
is prepared for the actual ritual of Sampradana.
Five marricd women make the bride bathe with
water ceremonially collected from nine or  five
different  houscholds. Before  her  ceremonial
bath she gets her nails pared by a barber.  After
the bath shc puts on a new, red bordered Sari
and sits on a necw mat in a room made ritually
purc for the occasion. She holds in her hand
the tender shoot of a plaintain lcaf wrapped in
a picce of cloth dyed in  turmeric. The bride
sits in that ritually purc state till the time she is
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brought nto tic marriage-booth or L‘/zlztliz(l‘(za-
(ala tor Sampradana. At ne ume of \\.'cdu.»ng
she is to put on the dress sent from the house of
the bridegroom.

The marriage-booth compriscs an arca of lour
cubits square, bounded by four plantain :suplxn%
at four corners. A thrcud_dycd n m(mcnc‘ S
wound round the four saplings scvei Upm}:S du
height of five cubits. in the cenlre Ol ‘hf u
closed arca is a small dug-out. tweatyone hinge:
breadth squarc. It is filled with water. A 1.1]9:
carthen pot with a symboi'lc figure of G‘umm
painted on it s placed in the dug-_({ut.’ A
Salgramsila representing god Awrayan :s‘;fx;?t].
placed in the place of marriage. s bc“‘g ad
that the Safgramsila acls as 4 WILiss 1o i
ceremony of wedding from the begmning 1o UL
end. Other things that are placed in - tac
Chthandnatale arc as follows: two rmg:'nmd;: o
Kusha grass. flower, sandal-pastc. su:'nvc.c} x.ﬂc'-b,
leaves of the wood—applg tree. @ lv_x).:ma:m“g 1.Lm
containing five kinds of grams \{4nczza‘sm./xv\Aa),
tive kinds of fruit, cups of curd, il roney and
sugar, small figurines made from rice pastes.

At the appointed time, before the commence-
ment of the ceremony, the brndc;_lzroo‘m vath his
party arrives at the house of tie gr‘ldc. I'he
father of the bride receives him with Madhu-
parka. ‘This 1s the highest nonour that cun'b;
offered to a guest. Afier the E)rldcgroo"‘"a has
been duly received and honourcd by the mmt.
of the biide, he is given o stk Dhoi 410 p_u‘t.o_n
and gets ready for the ceremony. the bride 1s
now brought to the Chliandnaiaia.

When the bride has been brought 10' the
Chhandnatala and the bridegroom is ready ff)r
the ceremony. the father or the guardian o1 ub‘
bride asks thc permission of the father or th\p
guardian of the bridegroom _for the conmﬁwnc«i:
ment of the ccremony. Giit of the ‘ gx;i;‘ or
Sampradana  constiutes to core of"lh},‘ ”.,u,‘,._
marriage. There is an order of pl'L‘fLrLl"](_L:‘u(:‘.
the relatives of the bride who can give .l‘k.r"d\‘m‘,
in Sampradana.  The 1.0st preferred xv;.la\x\-‘._‘_xs
the maternal uncle of the bride. 1\c§tl1\w' ,:1511
come paternal uncles, brothers, ﬁalkllcrs.‘ fx‘i_‘lm‘(xj"gsv,
cognates and Sapmdus follow in a deseen nln:‘
order. The relative who 15 to pcr}f(?rm ’L k{
Sampradana ceremony now come 'f(jrwtnd' d?(\
requests the bridegroom to take his scat m..tx;
enclosed area. On ussummgﬁhls scut.‘ the br zdc-‘
groont makes offerings 1o ('{anm/:. the goa of
success, to nine plancts, 1o Siva, Brahma, Yamu,

Agni, Muaruta, Varuna, to the gods of  the
orahalok (upper world) and to the deities  of
the Pretaloke (nether worid).  When his invoca-
tion of ihe deitics of ten directions has been com-
pleted, tiwe bride is ceremonially  given to the
oridegroom in Sumipradana.  He hoids the right
palm of the bride in his right paln in such a
way that the hairy side of the bride’s palm lay
in the inner side of the palm of the bridegroom.
The priest of the bride’s fanuly places five kinds
of fruit in their joined palms and binds them
with a Kusa grass. He then  places the joined
palins of the bride and the bridegroom on  the
mouth of the carthen pot placed in the small dug-
otL.. ‘ihe person performing  the ritual  of
Scspradana now utiers tihe following  Mantra,
“1 do give away 1o you this girl, decked with
ormar.onts and garments after t have paid duc
he aaze o god Prajapati”. The  bridegroom
accepts the gift with an offering to the god of
ieve. Sampradana 1s followed by Subhadiisti
or the auspicious exchange of glunces of the pair.
Sinultancously with 'this exchange of glances or
lcoks goes on the excrange of garlands of the
bride and the bridegroom. These ceremonies of
Mulabuadal (exchange ol gurlands) and  Subha-
dristi tuuspicious cxchanze of glances) are, more
ciien than not, attended with mirth and levity of
the purticipants.  Samipradana is only the half
¢i the total ceremonics of  muarriage.  Samnpra-
aana. ndeed, makes for the transfer of the bride
1o the Gotra of the bridegroom. But this ritual
trunsfor of the bride into the Gotra of the bride-
erooa does not. forthwith, make the marriage
complete and irrevocable Vivahahoma completes
e marringe cercimony. i the  bridegroom
happons 1o die before Vivahahoma is performed,
tre oride, mospite of Samipradana, will not  be
vockoned a widow.

Fivaliahoma ! Kusandika or Kusumdinge (in
Iocal porlance) is expected to be performed on
the night of the wedding. But  everything de-
pends on the duration of the auspicious moments
or Lueny. If the Lagna 1s over, the ceremony
i delerred Ul the next morning,  Vivahahoma
or Kusumdinge s not a single ritual ; rather it
1s a4 complex of a number of rituals. The
central theme of this ritual is a  fire oblation.
Al the articles for Kusandika or Kusumdinge
bave to be brought from the house of the bride-
croom.  Articles necessary for its performance
include sand, wood of wild fig tree, cowdung, a
platter of sunned rice, pulscs, clarified butter,
curd, some vparched grains, leaves of  Sami
tree. vermilion, @ new  pitcher,  a stone
pestle, a flat stone, a few leaves of holy basil, a

0y
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few grains of sesumum, a few  myrobalan,
bundle of the dried pith of jute plant.

Kusandika or Kuswmndinge is to start  with
Vivahahoma. o the enclosed arca of the marri-
age-booth, sand is spread on the carth in the
shape of an altur. 1t is one cubit square in arca.
The new pitcher filled with water s placed o
the south of this altar; a new winnowing  fan
containing a few parched grains and a few Sani
leaves s placed to the north of the altar. To
the west of the  winnowing fun a flat stone s
placed. Now the bride and the bridegroom sit
side by side facing the fire which has been it on
the altar of sand. They make oblations to the
firc jointly thus making the bride's Sahadharmini
or a co-performer of religious acts.  This offering
of oblations to the firc jointly is followed by
Panigrahana, the next importance ritual in the
Kusandika conmplex.  Another  ritual  of  this
complex is the ritual of Lajahoma.

When  the  oblation  to the fire is  made,
Lajahoma is done in her  individual  capacity.
In" this ritual the bride makes an offering of fried
grains to the fire. This fried grain is pourcd
into her hands by her brother who carries them
in a Syala or winnowing fan. It will be of somc
interest to note here that the kinship term  for
wife’s brother is Sale in most of the Indo-Aryan
languages.  Though the word is in much abuse
today. 1t has its origin in thc  Sanskrit word
Svalaka or Syala i.c.. the person who carried the
Svala or the winnowing fan for his sister during
the ceremony of Lajahioma.

After Lajahioma comes Asmakramana another
ritual of Kusandika. Lajahoma being over, the
bride and the bridegroom get up from their scats
and the bride stands in front of the bridegroom.
Both of them then go together near the fat stonc
placed to the north of the sacrificial fire and stand
there facing the north. The bridegroom then
asks the bride to tread on the stone placing her
right foot first. She treads on the stonc while
bridegroom recites the Mantra.

“ Mount on this stone;
Be firm like the stone,
Overcome thy cnemics,
As you are now

Treading on this stone ™

Now they perform circumambulation of fire.
Three times the bridegroom leads the bride

round the nuptial fire and recites the following
Mantra :

“Ths 1 am,

Thou art that.
Heaven | am

Thou art the carth.
1 as Saman

And thou art Rik.
Let us marry,
Raise a family.

And hve

One hundred years.”

At the end of the circumambulation of the
sacrificial fire, the bride again steps on the flat
stone. Near the stone are drawn  seven  big
squares with powdered rice  mixed with water.
Sometimes, instead of these squares drawn by
powdered rice-paste. seven small carthen wares
arc placed bottom up. The  bridegroom  then
holds the right hand of the brid¢ and makes her
take seven steps along over the seven squares or
makes her tread on the seven carthen  wares.
This ceremony of Saptapadi is an cssential rituul'
in Hindu marriage. After the ceremony  of
Saptapadi the bridegroom makes the bride chant
some Mantras which mean that the husband s
showing her Arundhati (a star in the constellation
of the Pleidesy and Dhruva Nakshatra or - the
Pole star. In local custom this Vedic ritual has
been  vulgarised  and in marriages today the
bridegroom or the husband shows the sun to his
wife.  She has to look castwards peeping through
an out-let specially devieed by the interwining
position of the fingers of b_olh the palms of the
husband. The ceremony of vermilion then takes
place. The husband applics vermilion on the
parting of the hair of the wife cither with  his
wedding ring or with the raised cdge of a small
canc basket for measuring grains.

All these various rituals make up the ritual
complex of Kusandika or Kusumdinge I popu-
Jar term. It may take place on the night  of
marriage or may be kept for the next mornimng
or Basi Bive. 1f it is completed on the night of
marriage, Basi Bive rituals consist only of local
and non-Sanskritic rituals like  Pukur  Khela.
Chal Khela. ceremonics  of good omen et
The married couple must depart from the bride's
housc  before sunset.  Before their  departure
they have to see some good  omen. vz the
Salgramsila, five Eostris (five  married ladies
who have their husbands living). Pirna Kumibha
(a pitcher filled with water), a puir of fish. curd
and image of Ganesh. The mother of the bride
is not 1o see the departure of her daughter.  She
shuts herself up in a room and does not cone
out tll the couple have gone. At the time of
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departure the bride performs a ceremony. She
takes « gold coin, a pinch of carth, a few grains
of unhusked paddy and makes them out to hg
father telling that she is hereby repaying back
all she had been brought up with. Then the
bridegroom pays Dukshina (Fee) 10 the priest oi
the bride’s family. He also pays for the services
of the barber, the washerman, the potter.  the
carpenter, the garlander and all those occupa}—
tional group persons who wcrc‘conncctcd _w:t’1
the marriage. The barber  performs the rx}ual
paring before the ccrcmonml bath of th“c sut};:
jects ; the potter supplics all the new ua{th;\g
pitchers required on the occasional of marriage ;
the washerman °sanctifies’ the water of  the
ceremonial  bath of the bride and the b;ldc-.
groom ; the smith supplics thc/ncw' bras%sAnurrlo;‘
and the cutter (Darpan and Kartari) w hlc_hl tu:
bridegroom has to hold in his right hand nl. 111;)
end of Basi Biye or the next-day marriage . )l.l"l_k,
carpenter supplics the new wooden  scats ([/}u?
which the couple sit on in the mamagc-bool.l\,
the garlander supplics the pitch coronets which
the bride and the bridegroom ure to put ol the
occasion ; the garlander also supplies the flower
garlands needed in the marriage. In recogmtion
of the services of all these persons or the mem-
bers of the community at the bride's place. the
bridegroom has to pay a sizeable amount. The
amount is, usually, handed over to the guardian
of the bride and he makes necessary distribution
and disburscment later on.

When the bride and the bridegroom have de-
parted, the mother of the bride comes out of her
room and spills a pitcherful of water ncar the
front entrance of the house. wishing that the
couple may have a smootlie jourmney.

When the couple reach the house of the bride-
eroom a serics of rituals is performed. They
::mnot enter the house till they are cc_rcmomully
welcomed (Baran) by five married ladics. These
ladies carry in their hands, fan, a small pitcher
filled with water, a live.hsh. a vermilion qu. a
winnowing fan containing Durva grass, some
unhusked paddy and a lit lamp. They wclconp
the couple and put the fish basket with a_live
fish in it in the hand of the brldc_. The sisters
of the bridegroom then touch a pinch of honey
into her mouth, ears and eycs. She s supposcd‘
10 see to no ill. speak no ill. and hear no il of
her husband’s family. The mother qf the hus-
band then performs the ceremony of iron bangle
and conch shell  bangle.  She makes the  new
bride put on iron bangle and conch shell bungle
which are the marks of good omen. On the

first night of the arrival at the bridegroom's
place, the couple do not stay together at night.
Ihe trst night s called  Kalrarri with some mytho-
logical signiticance attached  to  it. They can
stay together on the fourth night from the day
of marriage. Even when the  daughter-in-law
has been ceremonially welcomed she does  not
become a tull member of her husband’s family
ull the  ceremony of Pakasparsa  or  Boubhai.
Before this ceremony is performed she is  not
cxpected  to  take any food of her  husbund's
family. She is to tuke food prepared from the
ration she has brought from her parents.

On the cighth or the wnth day of marriage
the couple return to the house of the bride.  This
18 called  Ashtamangal or  Dasamangal.  With
this marriage rituals come to an cnd.

DISPSOSAL OF THE DLAD AND THE FUNERAL RITLS
(Sraddha)

The cycle of life comes to a stop in death.
Chandrabhag is a single community village. in
the disposal of the dead, therefore, one singie
practice is followed, cremation.  Still-born babics
or very young children of about a year of age
are, usually, buriecd and not cremated. Persons
dying from snake-bite are also spared cremation.
On the contrary, the dead body is placed in a
plantain tree barge and made to float in a river.
Fhe idea is that the dead body, like the mytholo-
gical Lakhindar, might get back its  life. But
such a practice is fast dying out. Pecople have
become too rational to accept these figments of
Imagination.

On the death of cither of the parents one has
to observe a number of rules and restrictions.
After the disposal of the dead the mourning
period starts. The duration of  this mourning
period is different with  different castes. Brah.
mins have mourning of ten days, the Vaidyas
thirteen days, the Kayasthas twentyone or thirty
days, und other lower castes along  with the”
various  occupational groups observe mourning
for full one month. During the period of mour.
ning, kins of the dead are debarred from certain
things. They must not cat fish, meat or egg
during the period ; try to avoid cohabitation.
must not shave, pare nails, have hair-cut, must
not scat on a chair but should sit on the ground
while covering it with a piece of blanket. In the
expiry of the mourning period the mourners
have 1o perform Sraddha or the ceremony  of
respect offering. This vite of Sraddha  is very
melusive. There are quite a  few Kinds of
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Sraddha depending on the pocket and purse of
the family in which a Sraddha is being perform-
ed. Therc arc Tilhauchana, Buirarani, Sorosh
Elodwista, Brishotswarga. Sorosit and Brishot-
swarza are very expensive ; in the former sixteen
kinds of gifts are to be made for the satisfaction
of the departed soul, the latter includes of  (a)
land or moncy i Licu of land : (b) Ashan or
a seat woven wiih silk : (¢) a cow or is money
cquivalent 1 (dy siiver con @ {¢) one gold cein: (1)
a pieee of silk Dhorir (g) one sk Utrariva (a big
scarf): (i) a puir of shoes @ (1) bedstead, bed mat-
tress, bed linen, pillows with cuses, a mosquito-
pet: () a brass pot oK) a brass luiip; (1) a copper
platier ; (i) a bell-metal container for betel leaves:
{n) an umibrelta @ (o) a picee of sandal wood ;1 (p)
a garlund of fower: (gY a wictal {ruit box. In
Brishcrsearca, a cow with calves have to  be
offered over and above the olferings mentioned
in the Iist of Sorosh.  The villagers at Chandra-
bhaz are too poor to undertuke  Sorosh and
Brishotswarza vites in their Juncrary cereinonics.

On the day following the day of Sraddha,
resumption of fish, meat und cge-cating is done
and this is also punctuatcd with a  cercmony
called Matsyamukhi. On the Matsvamukhi day.
the kins of the dead, the bier bearers, and those
who assisted in the cremation of the dead  are
invited. Three Brahmins arc also to be invited
and fed on this day.

As in other rituals, in funcrary rites also,
fower castes are trying to emulate the Brahmin
caste and in this way try to cnhance their ritual
status.  This raising of tnc ritual status may not
be fcasible.

The lifc cycle of the village revolves round the
set pattern of the rituul structure of the sacred
texts. There arc local variations no doubt, but
on the whole the influence of Sanskritisation is
much discernible at Chandrabhag, a Brahmin
dominated village.

THE COMMUTERS

The commuters constitute a  new socio-
economic category in thesc days of industrialisa-
tion and urbanisation when the separation of
home and work, if not inevitable, is more usual.
A little over two dccades ago Liepmann, K.K.
in her The Journcy to Work (N.Y.O.U.P. 1944)
found a functional correlation in this separation
of home and work and suggested that thesc re-
current daily movements supplement migration
and enhance the stability of community struc-

ture by contributing to the flexibility of indus-
trial-cconomic  organisation. That the  daily
journcy to work might be tending to supcrsede
migration as a mcans of adjustment to change,
since the lengthening commuting radius of  the
automobilc has reduced the amount of migration
necessary within local areas.

In the backdrop of this general situation, the
problem of  commutation and  commuters  of
Chandrabhag is being looked into.

Today. about 3507400 men. women students
commute to their place of work and study. The
number is important indeed ! But commuta-
tion is not all that new n the village of Chandra-
bitag. Since the middie ot the last century
minmmal outflow was there. During the fiftees
of the last century, the firstever jute mill  was
established at Fort Gloster in Bauria and this
had o “ puli” effect even tihen. Moreover, the
different agency houscs like the Ralli Brothers,
Andrew Yule, Begg Dunlop, Martin Burn spread
their lure of steady and sccure jobs, both white-
collar and non-white collar, over the v111agqs
within a radius of forty miles from Calcutta. 50
these  foreign super-establishments  had,  since
their very inception, made people trickle out of
their  stayput cxistence in the villages. Com-
mutation increased  slowly  but  stcadily .v.vith
growing ycars till it assumed its, present position.
Morcover, with cver decreasing man-land rauo,
it becomes imperative to bring in money from
other sources.  Also, to work outside the village
and to take up jobs not connccted with land s
considered more prestigious these  days.  And
finally, there might be technical teasons for
going to a different place for work, absence of
courts for pleaders or mukteers for example.
Commuters in Chandrabhag can bc divided mnto
several categories (1) Factory workers w'orkmg
in the belt of Chengail, Fulcswar, Ulubcria and
Bauria ; (2) Students studying at Uluberia,
Howrah and Calcutta (3) Office workers for
offices at  Howrah., Calcutta : (4) Pleaders and
Mukteers practising at Uluberia.  Commutation
has become all the morc easier since the intro-
duction of clectric traction in the South Eastern
Railway of which Bagnan is onc of the most
convenicnt stations. Both up and down trains
are conveniently timed to suit all the above four
categories of commuters. Workday at Chandra-
bhag starts as carly as half past four in the
morning when the housewife has to prepare food
for the factory going inmate of the house. This
hectic movement of the housewives of the com-
muters continuc till half-past cight in the morn-
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ing. Ninc is usually the village-leaving time for
the commuters, students and non-slydcm WOrk -
ers alike. From nine in the morning onwards
ull cight in the evening the village 15 female
dominated. But this spell of female dominance
becomes  disturbed when the factory workers
have a change in their shift of duty. During
the duty on night shifts workers stay in ‘Ll?c
village during day-ume. This makes ft._)r”flrdd_y-
tme-night-time dillerential in the popuiation of
Chandrabhag.

Commuters  give 4 new complexion 1o the
village life.  Since they arc out all the sin days m
the week, they feelasortol tclinging o e _\.llj
age on Sundays and turn more mlcntl): ‘tOthngb
“village®  during this respite. One has yptv Etcz
discover a *could'nt carcless’ attitude among L‘nk,
commuters’ at Chandrabhag. Jnvtqgl'-ulnon'u dld
unity of the village is thus cmphasized ail yu?g.
more. They are cultural catalysts ‘gos). (I_m_y
bring homec news and views of tﬂhc ut).. bf)él;:
muting  students bring the HCWb‘ o'f v[‘no 4" 2
strikes and  student unrests e c‘llrl_u.r }lm_n
newspaper of the morrow. (oum‘mttilt}o'n 3 :o‘
many white collars workers hus also ;.g\‘fxz;g' n;{
levels of political and cultural SO[)I]IMV{L‘SI.‘;.nl 3
the village. The way the girls und bo‘\‘a chated.
the manner in which they dressed, the JOO‘AS “k».),
read. the magazines they subscribed tg }and the
cultural functions they made ({CIIIOI‘.EKVIJLV.\)AI: 'ot‘:-:»
all gave a clear proof of city-country symbiosss.

But the separation of home and wox;k\ s
never and nowhere been without uswd‘,_st‘_\m,-
tional features. Chandrabhag is 1o C\(ikrl)_Lll'\,x:l 1\;
the gcneral rule.  Apart from thg”p‘o?sl'b; xt‘} ?
severe physiologicul and pS)/ChOlOglLuf‘islI;dHl 42( 3
individual cmployees who must tru\g‘.o?g dis-
tance to work, the cost of .dally mo\un:nt”pu,
comes telling upon the family budget. N ]:n‘q:]{r))
revealed that many a family of _t’hg ‘L.Cgl.ﬂ(:l\:ft:
has to cconomise on nany essential lt&mj"ld-::&
of such item is the text book of lh‘:! c 11 u&,
Local school authoritics arc rcqucstu:i pot lti
change text books frequently so much so ok

books could be purchased sccond hand. In the
vulages, and in  Chandrabhag too, velocity  of
circuiation of old books is indeed great. This
give a hind of economic dividend to the ham-
handed parents.

 There is another group of workers at
Chandrabhag who stay in the place of work dur-
ng weekdays and come home on weekdays.,  in
tire weekends, therefore, a new kind of week and
weekend  differential  of  male population s
evinced.  These weekend visitors are mostly
tamilymen but they leave their family in the
village, cither on their own or in the care of
somebody.  Somctimes, a new pattern of crypto-
joininess in the family might arise due to this
situation. The allegiance of this group ot
workers  who come home weckends is. by no
mcans, less pronounced. They take special care
o reader their services in the village during the
Pujas and slso, if any cventuality ;Triscs. ‘

Commutation or the daily journcy to work
may, tierefore, be considered as somethine nor-
m‘ul in 1hg community organization todayb One
of the serious students of human ccology .opinc;
that the regular ¢bb and flow of cgmmunity

activity may be viewed as itself expressive  of
commuitity structure.  According to him -
R ALIE & IR N
A{LLU”’&,‘“{ movements, as the name indi-
cates. comprise all those movements  that are

routine and  repetitive.  They might also b
called functional, for it is by this type of mov. C
ment that the functioning of the community :s
carried on.  Each is an integral part in an estab-
l!sf1cd orgamisation and is thercfore cssential to
tiic mamtenance of the organization.

the : Recurrent
movemenis Jnvolve no break with the past, no
atsruption of an established  order, They’ are

the means by which an existing

L e equilibrium s
maintained. quilibrium s

This is e y
, more or less, true of Chandrabhag.

“AHL Howley-1luman Ecology, N.Y. 1950
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CHAPTER 11
ECONOMY OF THE VILLAGE

ECONOMIC STRUCTURE

The economic structure of Chandrabhag can
be well understood in the macro-geograpiical
and macro-economic perspective of Bagnan scc-
tion of the lower Damodar arca. Bagnan scc-
tion is to the south of thc Amta subregion. The
meandering Rupnarayan forms its western
boundary and flows through a wide bed with
sand banks. It has washed away puatt of the
Naupala village including the western cnd of the
Cuttack Road in Howrah district, but has, on
the other hand, given rise to a big Char. cover-
ing hundreds of acres of good arable Lind.
further north in Mellock. The Damodar, though
a much smaller river, cxerts considerable influ-
ence on agricultural activities. A number of
Khals which conncct these two rivers from cast
to west. got silted up, rendering thousands of
acres of arable land unproductive, cither because
of water logging during the rainy season or of
draught during the dry weather. The Kanta-
pukur Khal is a typical example of a silted up
canal. Another Khal, the Karia-Birampur,
which flows through the Bainan and Kalyanpur
Unions has its mouth on Rupnarayan silted up.

The Bagnan scction of the lower Damodar
area is traversed by the main line of the South
Eastern Railway parallel to which runs the
metalled Cuttack Road from the cast to the west.
Railway communication has thus been very much
facilitated in this area. The railway communi-
cation has of coursc, changed the cconomy of
the area profoundly. Tt has made people look
more to Calcutta for their subsistence, and  to
concentrate on such crops as having a ready sale
in Calcutta and its neighbourhood. Of the cash
crops. betel vine (Pan) is by far thc most impor-
tant. which is sent by rail from Bacnan Station
to Calcutta and other cities of India.

The water of both the Rupnarayan and the
Damodar gct saline during the dry months, and
hence the mouths of canals are to he closed
sometimes in October and reopened in Jure after
the arrival of the south-cast monsoon. Salt s
extracted from the top soils, and is  collected

from the banks of the Rupnarayan especially at
Naupala.

The Bagnan section has a population of
123,654, the density of population per square
mile being slightly over 2,000. The lands of this
thana, which cover 37,979 acres, are divided
into 1.34,873 plots, the fragmentation of land is
slightly more than the district average (Howrah
district). The average of unutilised land in :his
section comes to only 746 acres that is to say
hardly two per cent. of the toial arca. This s
divided into 3,255 plots. This does net include
the huge Char land, which was built in recent
ycars by the Rupnarayan in the neighbourhood
of  Mellock. This remains to be  utilised. In
addition there are 1,283 acres of submarginal
land. which is kept fallow from time to fime
Of the available plots, 289 covering 9.22 acres.
arc too small to be of any use but for buildiné
new houses; 688 plots, covering 21.573 acres,
arc suitable for growing market garden crops a§
well. The number of Dobas (Dug-outs) in
Bagnan thana is 5,926 which has made 617 acres
of land practically useless. Of the cight Unions
in Bagnan thana, Mellock on the Rupnarayan
alone has about onc-half of the total idle land.
The greater part of the remaining idle land s
found in the flood plains of the three other
Unions—Bagnan, Batul and Chandrabhag.

Chandrabhag Union is one of the most pros-
perous Unions in Bagnan thana, extending from
the south of the Uluberia canal to the right bank
of the Damodar River. This Union consists of
10 villages (of which Chandrabhag the village
under study is one), and has an area of 4,3i‘4
acres. It has a population of 13,881, density of
population being slightly over 2.000 per squarc
mile. The conditions of Khals are far from
satisfactory, except that of the Naoda Halyan
which has been recently excavated making it
possible to bring another 300 acres of land under
the plough. Most of the Khals can be used
only in the rainy season, and have to be closed
during other seasons to prevent salt water gettine
into the fields. Chandrabhag Union has the
second highest acreage of fallow land in Bagnan
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thana—112 acres, with some conceniration of
fallow land in two villages—Duani Guzrat (40
acres) and Mugkalyan (26 acres). While tic
fallow land of Duani Guzrat occurs mainly on
the Damodar and consists of sandy Char, much
of the fallow land at Mugkalyan is scattered all
over the village. In recent years, fand is being
left more and more fallow because of the fact
that most of the able bodied youngmen go for
work to Calcutta and other industrial towns, and
those who stay back devote themselves to pan
cultivation. The overall picture ol cconomic
activities in the arca is that most of the cultiva-
tors share the crop with the owner of the lund,
and hence neither the owner nor the tiller s
much interest in the land. Many prefer to work
other in factories in the brick or tile ficld.
Aman is the main crop as usual, and smull
quantitics of Ause are grown in Aman-land be-
fore harvesting the main crop. As Pan brings
more profit than paddy, people are more inclined
to cultivate Pan than paddy. Khari is another
product which is grown abundantly. Kharis are
used for Pan Baroj. Bamboo is another produce
and bamboo and Pan cultivation have adversely
affected neighbouring good arable land and have
been instrumental to increasing acreage of fallow
land in the area.

In considering the economic world of the
area, another factor should be taken ito con-
sideration—the construction of the D.V.C.--a
Multiproject Dam in the upper reaches of the
river Damodar. The construction of this Dum
seriously disturbed the hydrological and pedolo-
gical character of the arca and thereby affecting
the naturc of produce and also the sct up  of
occupation.

There arc three principal river systems in the
area—the Damodar, the Rupnarayan and the
Hooghly. During rainy scasons silt wi collect-
ed naturally on the two banks of the Damodur
in its middle reaches. The natural ebb and flow
of the Hooghly and the Rupnarayan helped
maintain a normal flow of the Damodar 2lso.
The level of subsoil water was maintaived.  This
normal hydrological condition has been disturbed
by the construction of the Multiproject Dum of
the D.V.C. at the upper rcaches of the Damodar,
Ever since the dam was built, the outflow  of
water in the Damodar has become thinner. with
the result that overflowing of the river with it
carrying current has become less freqnent. With
a lesser supply of water in the Damodar. the
level of subsoil water has also gone down con-
siderably. Moreover, when water from the Dam

5 (PB) Consus/67

is released, the area has the chance of being
ticoded, as it happened in 1959. This ﬂooding
or inundation aflects the soil in two ways, first
the huimus compost which is absolutely nccessar):
for agricultural production is washed away, and
second, a saline crust is left on the top layer of
the soil and this is extremely prejudicial to agri-
culture.

The change of pedological character not only
uffects agricultural production but also interferes
with other occupaional patterns. Change over
o other products becomes necessary. A pro-
cess 1 st whereby occupational  shifts follow
wriitorial shifts. Both  the processes are in
operatioa in the area under study and survey.

The *induced’ change of the D.V.C. Dam
had also the effect of disturbing the communica-
tion system, with its primary and derivative
cifects, in the arca. Before the construction of
the D.V.C. Dam, the Midnapore canal, joining
the two rivers, the Hooghly and the Rupnarayan
could‘bc used all throughout the year. Building
materials and other merchandise could be tradccti
mand out with Calcutta  straightway. Now
with the lowering of the level of water of
Damodar following a short-release of water at
the upper reaches of the river, this possibility of
an casy-and regular supply of merchandise seems
to be ruled out.  The canal is no more navigable
all throughout the year. The vegetable-growing
Char arcas  of the Damodar have also been
adversely aflected since the construction of the
Dam. As a result, vegetable production and
persons dependent on it have been hard hit.

In this wide backdrop of natural, physical
and  technological changes, the economy of
Chandrabhag, the village under survey, is to be
studied. Since economic structure is ’composed
of economic institutions which centre around
production, distribution and consumption of
goods and services, all the different ramifications
of economic activities at Chandrabhag have been
delincated in this chapter.

1LLAND

Next to the human populatio 1
bubly  the  most imporrt)ar?t aofn‘t;aemcj:c;io%?é
resources available in the village.  As an index
of power and prestige (relations in rural areas
arc denendent mostly on who owns how much
land) land is socially prestigious. Any realign-
ment  of the rural economy and social life gis
therefore, impossible without a  proper under-

4
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standing of the man-land relationship in  our
villages.

In the Census of 1951 the total arca of
Chandrabhag mauza was given as 150.70 acres
i.e., about 453 Bighas. This comprised total
land surface of the mauza i.c., fallow land, land
under cultivation and homestead included.
During the present survey it was found that the
Brahmins alone have 496 Bighas of land distri-
buted among 59 families. This is a bit bigger
figure than the total area of the willage. This
applies to other castes as well. The apparcnt
discrepancy can be resolved if we takc into
account two different categorics in respect of land
in a village. One, land as recorded in ofliciui
record and two, the total land resources of &
villager. In the official records we get that land
which lies within accredited boundary of
village for purposes of revenue assessment :

whereas the total land resources of a village con-
sist of the entire arca of land which is held by
the village population, cither for cultivation or
for some other purpose. Villagers may have
land outside the village. The recorded arca of
a village. therefore, does not necessarily give a
real picture of the land resources of a  village.
Normally, most of the villagers at Chandrabhag
are without land. The Brahmins of Chandra-
bhag arc not indigenous to the arca. They are
immigrant from Nadia, Nevertheless they have
been well able to establish themselves ccononyi-
cally. socially and politically. Contrary to the
expected idea that the Mahisyas  (being agri-
cultural and indigenous  simultancously) would
have the lion's share in  landholding, the
Brahmins hold the largest slice of the land-pic.
The position of ownership and non-ownership
of land at Chandrabhag will be $een in the follow-

ing chart.

THE LANDLESS AND THE LANDOWNERS (MAJOR CASTES ONLY)

BRAHMIN

MAHISYA

KAYASTHA

SWARNAKAR

In the chart five bars have been given repre-
senting the land position of five principal castes
in the village. The other set of five castes has
been ignored here as the position of landholding
of them is not very significant for statistical

analyses.

The bar chart is not enough to give an accu-
rate picture of the nature of land owncrship in

SO 0F HOUSENDLEDS

[:39] 30

70 ;o 90
R R A

CULTIVABLE LANDOWNERS

L E G E N D 5

= 1l

LANDLESS

different  houscholds of different castes. More-
over, in many cases, houscholds may comprise
two or three families having separate claims and
right over the land held in the name of the
houschold. So a detailed analysis of landowner-
ship of the families of different landowning
caste is necessary. A caste-wise break-down of
the landownership position is detailed here :

3
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TABLE 19

&

CULTIVABLE LANDHOLDING AMONG DIFFERENT CASTES AT CHANDRABHAG

Total houscholds of each caste
No. of cultivable landowning houscholds

No. of landowning  houscholds

Total cultivable tand of the Jandowning houscholds

Cnltivable landholding per family

From the table it is evident that the Mahisyas
hold the Icast land per family in the village while
the Tantis own most land. In the case of the
Mahisyas it is truc that they arc  getting more
and more impoverished. The number of day-
labourers has also swelled among the Mahisyas.
But the prosperity index of the Tantis is more
apparent than real. Brahmin families own
really large sized lands and their ownership 18
diffused among different income and  status
groups. On the other hand. most of the Tanus
possess no land @ only a few rich peasants hold
large slice of land among themsclves.  There s
no Jotedar in the rcal sense of the term among
the Tantis. Actual position of landholdings of
the different castes at Chandrabhag will not bc
understood if the actual number of occupiers 1n
cach size group of holdings (in Bighas) 1s not
worked out. This has been done caste-wise 1n
the following tables :

TABLE 20
BRATIIMINS
Land owned

Size-group of Percenfage

holdinga - Howehn (ORI Tigias R
0— 1 5 85 1 2
13— 5 8 §13:5 02 1o
6—10 T 118 62

1120 10 1740 143

204 8 135 265

Total 38 643 496 12

hold Ullgs
(Byhag)

U-— 1

14— b

6 —10

=20

Total

Size-group of
holdings
{Righne)

u— 1
11— 5
G—10
1120

2

Total

Houscholds  of the total

owning househo

Brahmin Kayastha Mahisya Tanti

o8 27 93 22

35 1o 38 13

¥ 12 44 17

1096 108 142 224
Bigho« Bighus Bighas Bighas

10-0 Y 32 131

TABLE 21
KAYASTHAS
Nize-group of Percentage

1ds

1 39 1
9
10
TABL
MAHISY
Percen
Households of the to
owning households
6 6.4 5
25 26-8 60
4 43 34
3 32 42
38 407 141

Swarnakar

6

Bighas

<&
(23

Land ownea

————

. ”
Bighas Kottahs

10

44
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TABLE 23 was out of the question even at the time of in-
vestigation. To  that cxtent, potential  fallow
TANTILS land is much greater than actual fallow land at
Chandrabhag.
Size-group ot Pereentage Land vwhed
holdings Households ot the total  ~—cmheeee | o .
(Bighas) owning households  Bighas Kottahs FARMING OF LAND
v— 1 At Chandrabhag, farming of land  follow
e distinet s, viz., (1) Nijchas. where
13— 5 3 134 6 I three (h_stm'c,l patterns, viz.. (i) Nije 1 e
the cultivation of land and farming 18 done by
6—1u 2 91 L8 the owner and members of his family (i) Jar-
, Chas or Malindarichas where the owner of the
pR— 3 ») N
H—=o : 1o =Y land took help of day labourers but kept  the
20 7 318 203 entire organisation of land in his own han('is (1)
Bhagechas or Burgachas where annual leasing ol
Total 13 590 247 0

A study of the above tables will show that
average size of holdings per houschold is 8.4
Bighas among the Brahmins: [1.2 among the
Tantis ; 4.1 among the Kayasthas aund 1.5 among
the Mahisyas. This poor holding of land by the

- Mahisyas accounts for their number of day-
labourers,

CULTIVABLE LAND LYING FALLOW

In Chandrabhag there is not much land which
can be said to be remaining idle or fallow.
Land not fit for cultivation has, however, been
used for purposes of small dug outs when a
housc was being  constructed.  Or, it may put
this way that owing to the peculiar character of
the layout of houses at Chandrabhag, many a
dug out has perforcc be made for the supply
of earth. Even a casual visit to Chandrabhag
will convince onc  of the ubiquity of dug outs
there. May be, quite some Bichas of land have
been turned into dug outs and this is an econo-
mic waste of land. Another way of assessing
the fallow land is to take into consideration the
number of rotation of crop in the cultivable
areas. At Chandrabhag, there are households
who own land to the extent of less than onc
Bigha, one Bigha or one and a half Bichas.
These small arcas are not fit for cultivation on a
share-cropping basis. Since the owners of such
plots are engaged in some other avocations they
would engage agricultural labourer for the culti-
vation of the plots. But this they cannot do al
throughout  the year. After the mmn  crop.
Aman, therefore, the land remains idle. More-
over, after the flood of 1959, most of the land
at Chandrabhag and also in the adjoining vill-
ages. have lost their fertility potential to a great
extent. Rotation of crops or double cropping

land is accompanied by crop-sharing. In this
crop-sharing, again, Sanju clement  prevail.  In
the practice of Sanja, a fixed amount pf the pro-
duce is to be paid by the cultivator irrespective
of the yield.  Sanjuis generally equivalent to the
half share between the owner and the cropper.

The extent of share-cropping and own cufti-

vation among the differcnt castes at Chandrabhag
will be discerned from the following table.

TABLE 24

SHARE-CROPPING AND CULTIVATION

Land
No. ol under Land
Caste house- slare-  under own
holds cropping  cultivation

(Biqhusy  (Bighas)

dJrahimin Il 144 52
Kayaatha 27 02 16
Mahinya 93 5l ul
Tantt 22 203 24
Swarnakar S8 o8 5

The practice of sharc-cropping is quite com-
mon and it has been found in course of investi-
gation that small plots of fand of /1Y Bighay
arc given for crop-sharing. This is true cven
among the Mahisyas, the traditional agricuitural
caste of the region. The reasons for this arce
many : some landowners are too old, some  are
women,  some invalid and some are  otherwise
engaged in business, scrvice cte. Those who
follow Nijchas or own cultivation may be divid-
ed again into (i) those who use Mahindars or
day labourers for the purpose of cultivation and
(i1} those who cuitivate the land by the members

.
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.

of the family. Share-croppers can also ‘bletisla‘ﬁ;\u
fied into cultivating owhers anq non-cu Cl’lSi
owners.  Brahmins belong to e Ll'mrmkc‘!‘(;
By tradiiion, they arc supposed ““"(,‘]‘? ndrabhag
ploughing.  Also, the Brahmins :xl 1 ]\;lncu‘t o
arc mostly cngaged in salaried ;'m}? ﬁ.l etical
services outside the village.  For 1 olsji‘tion {0
purposcs. therefore, they are not 1 d p\doreovcr.
look after the farm man‘dg‘:”‘%“l' ”‘]‘ Baroa
since Sanja system prevailed n crOrL)-Sharir;ﬁ.
arrangement, they did not dcmu( 0 of the
It was to their advantage. A ?ccnob‘long v
Brahmin houscholds may be S’dl(\j;‘,o‘ sLarc by
the rent-recciving class.  Rent-recetver on smail
definition  non-cultivators. (_ultxvatxon’ O tural
picces of land is done only 'by hq-b Brahnimn
iabourers.  Cultivation on 0wR 0y {'?d 1th pass-
caste and otier high castes hn:* ‘;’(‘)‘&““ The Act
ing of the Land Relorms Act o s catlicr
includes the rigits given to the ~I'a~"“:'1"ns ProVi-
by the Bargadar Act of 1‘)501“’(’7”1‘i,l‘,5 dwn
sions as to the fixation of revenuce ‘}”Lh;és con-
principles regarding distribution 0 f co-opera-
solidation of holdings and formz‘cl’no‘r; Cl)*ﬁ() direct-
tive farming socictics.  Ihe A}{ -"tt .y asreement
od that in the absence of a Wwrilic vith regard
between the Bargadar and f!le- O\mc{w:muduru or
to the sharing of produce (1) 1"— ;LI;P“CS any
the owner, as the case iy be, wio st

itle an
Lo Jall be eatitled  to
seed for growing crop Shdli,a):nt to the quantily

amount of the pro.ducc._c)qtt)\)]C o e and  the
of the soct supplicd (”'llcd 1o onc-third of the

owner shall cach be entitlee omains after de-
balance of the produce which rdul” S ferred Lo
ducting the amount of the pro L;:;r sadar  shall
in para (i); Provided that the al: qci of the pro-
receive a greater share of the b:l td"r hare under
duce. if he is entitled to such gred L-'lf. and  the
a written  contract betweel \1;}11% us-‘;ac. (111}
owner or under any local custom Cfrt .r deducting
the remainder of the produce -]Cf.t ‘t[ Tii) shall be
the quantitics referred to (n)( ,‘“; the owner 0
divided between the burgud“"f,‘-m(-lmi reasonable
such proportion as wquld be “”f N contributions
having regard to_theif r?SPLC“'v: in particular
to the cost of cultivation mclu?ﬂ&zh g other
the  supply of plough-cattle. h‘ou}c 0 1o the
agricultural implements z'md' md”f the land ™
cost of production or irrigation @

o hall

The Act also had it that lh.c\If{i'lf"(\‘l‘[‘lriixiplc-

have prior right (0 supply “gr}c.ut 1;111css the

ments  and  cattle. ll'jd %IS() t{Zl“q to give the

Bargadar neglects the ficlds or .+ himself wants

share of the owner, of the owne he driven out.
to cultivate, the Bargadar cannot

The position of the Bargadar and the
arrangement of the division of the produce came
to be further redefined in the West Bengal Land
Reforms Act 1955, It was obtained there that —

16 (1) The produce of any land cultivated
by a bargadar shall be divided as between barga-
dar and the persons whose land he cultivates

{0 in the proportion of 50:50. in a casc
where plough. cattle, manure and sceds  neces-
sary for cultivation are supplicd by the person
owing the land

(b) in the proportion of 60:40 in all other

CdSes.

In this Act of 1955, provision was also made
for the registraiion of the share-croppers to pre-
vent them being evicted from the land /.., from
share cropping by the owner.

Since the passing of the Bengal Land Re-
forms Act 1955, there have been some changes
in the arrangements of Jand holding and tenancy
farming at Chandrabhag. Since the new  Act
introduced some regularity in the dlstrnbpngn of
the share of the produce and also that it intro-
duced measures in favour of the share-croppers.
the Brabmin land owner became rather appre-
hensive.  They tried to resort 1o *own cultiva-
tion * with the help of hired labourers. In cases
where Buarca was being followed, thc. owners of
the Jand tried to realise thc.pro.ducc of their land
according to the old practice ie. on a 50:50
share. even, if the Bargadar §upphcd cattle,
plough, seed are other accessories. The share-
croppers or the Bargadars fecl helpless in the
situation. Failing to  register themselves  as
share croppers, the Bargadars have developed a
kind of insccurc feeling in them. And
the wnet result has been an increased  demand
for daily labour and also a swelling in their
rank. That ejectment of share-croppers has
taken place, quite liberally all over India, was
reported by Prof. M. L. Dantwaffa in his article
in the A.LC.C. Economic Review. He said that
the number of peasants all over India, evicted
from land in a decade or so exceeded the number
evicted during a century. Ejectment of Barga-
dary has also been reported from Bengal but no
such cjectment could be detected at Chandrabhag
as people felt intimidated to speak out the truth.

The end-result has been a sure and steady
deterioration  in agricultural  production in
villages.  The landlord, being i a position  to
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exploit cheap labour in his land, feels no urge,
whatsoever, towards improvement in agricultural
production. It will be evident from an illustra-
tion following later om, the agricultural impic-
ments used by the farmers in the village, arc
extremely dated. Since the livelihood of the
big landholders is assured by the present rela-
tions of production, they are just could'nt-care-
less about introducing new forms of agricultural
technology. They arc completely alien to
* innovation and diffusion ™ in agriculturc.

The attitude of the reformers and the pro-
grammes of the political partics that rights o
land  belong to the tillers  of  the  soil
has made the non-cultivating owners of the arca
rather restive.  They apprehend that rights o0
land may ultimately be transterred 1o the tillers
and the fate of the non-cultivating owners will
be likc that of the Zemindar and the Madhya-
swattabhogis or the intermediarics.  Before the
passing of the Act of 1955, political partics were
raising slogans “land to the tillers ™, but after-
wards it was found that the slogan, il put into
practice, will create difticulties not only for the
big landowners but also for the small owners.
who pursue agriculturc as a subsidiary occupa-
tion.  Protests against the political  party, spe-
cially the C.P.L. [C.P.L(M) was non-cxistent
then] became very strong. Since the arca is
supposed to be the stronghold of the Congress
party, such politico-cconomic sloguns  became
the spearhead of attack of the landed  gentry,
more or less, aligned with the ideologics of the
Congress Party. Regular scuffles took place be-
tween  the two groups preaching  antagonistic
idcologics. It happened round about the years
1953-54.  Since then, no one is showing any re-
formatory zecal so far the tiller of the soil  arc
concerned.

The Land Reforms measures, by initiating
new arrangements in land-holdings and farming,
have been instrumental to a serics of changes in
the village. The most significant onc has been
the emergence of new occupation pattern and a
new mobility of labour. There has also been a
change in the occupation pattern foliowing a
change the hydrological character of the arca.
consequent upon the construction of the D.V.C.
Dam and it will be discussed later on.

LiVESTOCK

~ Next to land, livestock constitute the sccond
umportant cconomic assets of a  village. The

livestock resources of a village consists of all tie
draft, nuich and other anmmats which tne villagers
possess at a particular pomnt of  tme. L herr
number may vary because ol natural mcrease of
purchasc or gifl. tconvane change may  also
alfect  thewr number e if there has  been a
change or shuft over m the pattcrn of - cuitivation,
there might ulso ensuc a decrease or an increase
in the livestock  population. A comparative
study ot the livestock wealth at Chandrabhag s
a bit difficult since there had been no census of
livestock in the arca in the reeent past. But 4
guess not  unwarranted here that the livcslogh
position of the village has deteriorated since 1959
ull the  year of mvestigation of the village m
1962. 1n the flood of 1959, loss of livestock had
been if not considerable, moderate.  Even that
modcrate loss has not been made good because
of the straitened tinancial conditions of the people
which  the ilood brought them to. Moreover,
shift of agriculture from paddy to Pan has also
been instrumental in obviating the use of draft
bullock to no mean extent.  Also, it is extremely
difficult 1o keep mileh cows at  Chandrabhag.
Milch cows are cxpensive and also grazing
grounds arc rather rare in the village. In the
circumstances, people would prefer buying miik
to keeping their own cows. Nevertheless, the
village is not without its population other than
human.

At Chandrabhag. the position of 'li'vcslock is
the best with the Mahisyas. the lrud}lnonul agri-
cultural caste of West Bengal. At Chandrabhag
the Mahisyas constitute not only the main agri-
cultural caste, but also the main body of share
croppers i.c.. cultivators of land wholly unowned.
Since a share-cropper is expected to supply agri-
cultural implements, draught cattic cte to the
owner al the time of cultivation, the Mahisyas
have fortified their livestock position much better
than any other castc at Chandrabhag. The
Brahmins arc occupied in the tertiary occupa-
tions ; (Here tertiary is used in the same sense
as G.D.H. Cole used in his Studies in  Class
Structure) since-touciing a plough is  a  taboo,
they depend on  Mahisyas for the supply of
labour as well as for plough, ladder, draught
bullock and agricultural implements.  Obvious-
ly. the Mahisyas have a far better livestock posi-
tion. The Kayasthas too, are similarly situated.
As such, the Brahmins and the Kayasthas do not
feel the nced of improving their livestock posi-
tion. lInstead of draught cattle. they  would
rather have mileh cow and goat to get nulk pure
and cheap. There is no organised poultry farm
in the village.  People keep geese and hen  at

.
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their homes ; there are more geest and Quu\?
than hen. Since the village 18 Brahmin donu
nated, some outward norms ot 10 »kcq:l. .n:x::
at house) are still maintained. 1t .15 ‘mt ‘\,“U“,
because ladies belonging 1o older generation,
object to such anti-sushiric acts.

Castes other than the Branmin, Kll)/‘fl'blhil’ klj:ld
the Mahisya, viz, the Swar‘nukur, 'hb'mll;‘llwb",
Tanti, Gandhabanik, Tili,_Kulvarlu Jﬂl‘:] 1 ‘1:
have very insignificant livestock wed ‘}I:.at N
Tili and the Kaivarta possess no hYLkS,lOC Kurmu:
Other caste-groups, VviZ. the bwurr?a' a(rl. o
kar, Tanti ctc., posscss _mllch COWS. an rarii -
to improve the posscssion. Milk is T S ngccs_
the local market and milk 1s an absolute
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sity for babies and weaning children.  Surplus
mulk i.e., milk left after babies and children have
taken itheir share is, more often than not, con-
sumed at home. Instances are not rare when
surplus milk has been brought to the local bazar
for scll. The acute shortage of milk supply at
Chandrabhag can only be solved by a thorough
and over-all planning of agriculture and cattle.
But that is a very long term proposition.

The local feeling, however, is that the live-
stock  position will not be improved unless a
proper pasturage is ensured and improved varie-
tics of bullocks are brought in for better pro-
geny. The livestock statistics below will indi-
cate the man-animal ratio at Chandrabhag.

. JABLE 23

LIVESTOCK

All
house- AMiich
( holds Cow
astes
24 0
Bralimin
27 y
Kayastha
93 A0
Mahisya'
S 3
Swarnakar
22 10
"Tanti L.3 l
Gandhabanik v
lAJl 1
Karmakav
1
Dhoba
214 102

All castes and all houscholds

: 2 1OUSC~
There are 266 animals in all ,f,oif ‘l‘alﬁwlnmblc
holds. This works up 10 & P00 L o1q" This
average 1.2 livestock for cach (OFFELA e
position may ~possibly be wrrgimndrabhug at
deterioration of agriculture at‘ of change in
the present moment. The fgu(: noted, realign-
hydrological conditions has -u'b-'n aken  into
ment of tenancy laws has a]so‘ w] o very well
account. Both of these factors cat tick position
with the acute shortage 11 tl'u: lwiig as cxtensive
at Chandrabhag. [ntensive as ‘I’W on manpower
cultivation is dc'Pcnldcrl)]étcm}ulon )llmprowd cattle
but also on anima te :

: ks ;. unfortu-

depends on better vaficr/es Orl'blllm(l)lic}‘\:ﬁlxl'c% are
et inseminatio RS T

nately. no artificial ns s e o veterinard
the;cyal (‘h;‘mdrubhi‘g- Nor is there & Vele

Draught Ducks, Al

Calves  bullock  Goats Pigs geese  Hen  animals

> 1 i3 .. 8 .. 52

+ . . .. 4 .. 1s

14 + (¥ .. iv 7 134

2 . 7

2 1 17

1 2

3

1 .. 2 . 3

28 42 21 . 26 8 266

surceoin in the village. This stands in the way
of good cattle breeding in the village. Supply
of vood stud bulls is not also c¢nsured as there is
no regular cattle market in the area. There s
one cattle-hat at Harinarayanpur, an adjoining
village with a concentration of Muslim popula-
tion.  This cattle-hat assembles sometimes
weekly, sometimes fortnightly. Since kecping of
cows has bccome very strenuous economically,
people from Chandrabhag are not regular visitors
of the cattle-hiut.  Also, the price of milch cows
and stud bulls has gone very high indeed. A
milch cow giving one seer of milk a day is con-
cidered to be a rather good one and would cost
something  between Rs. 250 to Rs. 300 at the
least. And a stud bull or a pair of bullocks,
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something like Rs. 300 to Rs. 500 minimuui
Absence of adequate pasturage within the vill-
age, exorbitant price of fodder, oilcake ofc.,
make onc  think twice before onc can  reaiiy
purchase. Moreover, there is another disadvant-
age of cattle getting into another man's lund and
then being put into catile pound. Reicase of
the cattle from the pound is not without its
monetary penalty. Sometimes, ugain, it leads o
litigation, not unoften, prolonged. Al thicse
factors have made people chary about .l
Rcaring of cattle in share is the practice 5 wonie
villages of Bengal. The practice is like this.
“If anybody rears milch cow from thc youn:s
stage. he will reccive all the milk of ) cow
after its first issuc and also the calf. In cuse of
goats giving birth to more than one kid, half the
number of kids will be taken by the man. who
rears it. He will return tie cinv or gout to (he
owner, only after it becomes resly o nive  the
seccond  birth. If the bullocks ure rearcd. (he
person who rears them, will realise his share by
deducting the price of the calf from the price of
the grown up builock. And the price is deby-
mined according to the currcil  warket rats
During my investigation of the village Chandra-
bhag no such practice came to my notice. The
Brahmin land owners are too - appish 7 ta fol-

Jow the pructice. The Kayasthas arc ill-equip-
ped i cadtle-wealth nor do they have much need
for the swme. The  Mahisyas who keep cattle
can well afiord to keep it on their own.

Toors 4D (MPLEMENTS

Man power, animal powcer both of them are
necestey el agriculture 5 along with them go
teob amd implements used tor agviculture, with
tadivionst tools no significant improvement  in
agitculture could be expected.

Agricaltural tools and implements used by
the agrienhurists at Chandrabhag are extremely
tradivenad. The  vsual impuoments  used  are
{oaval (Ploughy, Moi (Harrow), Kodali (Spade),
Kural (Axe), Kaste (Sickle) and Khwrpi (Hoe).
Some of them are, however, to be found in non-
acniciltonal o non-facming houscholds — also,
vic. Kodaii, Kurel., Kaste Khurpi. They
are wied for spading gronnd for kitchen garden
s for ilower garden § for felling trees as well as
for chopping wood. for weeding out gardens and
to cut undergrowths and Khurpis are used hocing
ol asons of the year. The enclnsed draw-
ings will  show the paicern of the  naplements
iused.

MGRICULTURAL Fools AND DIFLEMENTS

Y

T

1 Kaste o

4 Ifhll/'p’. A

3 Kodal

Plouch 6 Mol

_comc upto the satisfaction ©
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As the drawings show, the implements alre:
rcally of the age-old type. The guahl){ of‘: ht 1:
implements i not  very suzasluctor)B_m’x;-.
Before Independence, people could buy lrm}”g],)
ham, Shetticld implement  parts Ch;i’lp; noLt
indigenous  implement purtsf l&%ayugri:uvl‘t’urists.

The way of acquiring tools an_dﬂll‘mr} \4131
tions too presents Ccr‘lum'(:mw‘lxlt“lcéf:;l:ntlf::b;ug
[ peasants or agriculturists  at bhag.
g'tcngta‘:lly. most o% the tools and Jmpl)zmcgts u?;ﬂ
by the agriculturists arc mzmufacfuru"l l)l/SUBHy
village artisans with the raw —materia il usually
available in the village. Traditionally, rere h
an understanding between the c_u!lwu!mg plb(i.ma]
and the village artisan that the tor‘n‘lcr_ ﬁOl;m(fcr}-
a portion of his pl‘OdL;;,‘C‘ fo{h;i]csg;{vg—;’sul‘;’imml'
d the artisans.  Bu § 8 arrung
;c11t:yis dying Sut in the village. Thter?]'d,rc vﬁfl\:
few blacksmiths at work at Chandrabhag. o
traditional blacksmith ltlmi)y is l;:o\:'hfo]lg:'x}im
diffcrent occupation.  As a vesull, Hhe s
at (‘hun:!mbhl:xg have 10 po to the nk_lghkl)t);ili?‘gs
town (Bagnan) for the purch;'xsc of In:p iLn cus;:
as well as for repairing of the unplcmw.% 0 cuse
of a breakdown. This implics that ugmsh o
must keep liquid money for muk'mg 3:1011! .
chases. This also accounts for @ pe !(‘1 D
indcbtedness of the ag.ricullurzs(.s at " hi[ln\ o
bhag. Though a StoCK of ugrlcultur%\ rcspcnt
ments was not made at t]h(ci ttl;:‘lli (')51 ltltc pslﬁu‘c-
survey, it can be presumce at ¢ e
croppying housecholds and the hOUSCI;C')lI('{‘SOV\}/]S‘“SII]]é
their own cultivation have ploughs. ]tds peie
other major agricultural 1mplcmcnlo.ugh o
gether  they will work upto g? g e ks has
harrows. The number of draugj gl‘ 3:” o e
alrcady been mentioned in the tablc

stock.
ltural implements there

Is and implements, oiic
ools of the local black-

Apart from the agricu
arc a few more major 6o
weaver's loom and a few 1

smiths. The ricc husking implements is to be
secn in the photograph.

A first approximation of the tools and impic-
ments of Chandrabhag, barring draught bullocks,
will be about Rs. 6,000. 1t is not possible to
know from the villagers how much money they
spent on the purchase of tools and implements.

VILLAGE LECONOMY

Though not the sole but onc of major ccono-
mic pursuits at Chandrabhag is agriculture.
About 100 acres or 300 Bighas of land is for
cultivation paddy, Pan and other ancillary crops.
The area including the village Chandrabhag was
a heavy rice-producing area. As it has been
noted before, paddy cultivation has received a
set back due to a change in hydrological condi-
tions. Yield per Bigha has {allen {rom 10
maunds per Bigha to 4-5 maunds. Naturaily
paddy cultivation is being rcpluccq by Pan (Betel
lcaves) cultivation. The locul opinion is that
the cconomy of Chandrabhag is gradually being
turned into an agricultural garden economy.
Nevertheless, the amount of paddy harvested in
the year of the investigation i1s not very negli-
aible. In this change of crop pattern the owner-
ship of the land is to be taken into consideration.
Brahmins are the highest owners of land in the
village. Their intcrest in the land and its culti-
vation is not primary as majority of the Brahmin
heads of the houscholds and other adult members
arc gainfully employed in governmental, commer-
cial, mercantile and other establishments. They
do not bother so much as those who depend
solely on land (the Mahisyas) on the question of
falling output per area. The Brahmins have
not, thus, reverted to Pan cultivation like the
Mahisyas. So much so, paddy still remains the
chief agricultural product of Chandrabhag. A
rough approximation of fhe agricultural produce
of Chandrabhag, during the year of investigation,
is given below.

TABLE 26
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

Paddyx Pan
(aste (Mds))  (Leaves)

2,446
Brahmin I .
Kayastha GOR  300.000
Mahisyn 003 50,000
Tanti 40 .
Beno 130

Swarnakar

11 350,000
Total all castes 4,8

Fruit
— A SRS

Pulses Bamboo Cocoanut  Mango Banana Licheo
(Mds.) (Pieces)

70 350 400 4,000 200 4,000

15 100 400 5,000 ..

20 100 30 ..

108 450 830 9,000 200 4,000
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Most of the Brahmin families cultivate their
lands on a sharc cropper basis. While most of
the Mahisya families do their own cultivation.
It is quite natural that with the diminishing
return from rice cultivation, they would revert to
Pan  cconomy. It is only the Mabhisyas at
Chandrabhag and also of the neighbouring vili-
ages that have taken to more prospective Pun
cultivation. Farm management and crop pattern
depend very much on the nature of irrigation
available in a particular village. At Chandra-
bhag, prospects of irrigation arc very dim. It
has to depend mostly on rain-water. There arc
not many Khals which can be utilised for Irriga-
tion. The only one is the Tuntikhal and this one
too becomes serviceable only during the rainy
scason. Apart from rain-water, most of the
irrigatton is done from the number of tanks and
ponds that Chandrabhag abounds in. This
difficulty of irrigation facilitics has something to
contribute to the agricultural shift (from paddy
to [’{zn) I recent years. It has been already
menponed that the area (Chandrabhag and the
contiguous villages) suffered a change in soil
composition consequent upon a flood in the arca.
Salt water of flood left a saline deposit in  the
ﬁclds.. It also destroyed the natural compost
potential qf the area. Had irrigation facilitics
been effective and sound, all these temporary sct
backs could be made good.  Owing to this change
in the character of the soil, area under paddy
cultivation has, of necessity, been given for Pan
cultivation. Pan and Khari (a kind of recd) con-
stitute the main crop of the village now. Pan
Is a cash crop and its cultivation is very lucra-
tive. Ever since the village made a switch over
to Pan cultivation, the price of agricultural land
had gone up by leaps and bounds. Increascd
Pan cultivation has also been prompted by the
fact that it requires no efforts on the part of the
cultlvatqr eith’lgiu in lzind, or manure or any other
accessories. ¢ only important thing is requir-
ed is high land. The price of Pan laﬁld is I?IOI‘C
than Rs. 1,000 per Bigha today. Another factor
that has contributed to the increasc in the price
of land in the area is the construction the Haldia
Port. In view of the future development of the

area, a lot of speculation in land is rife in the
area.

AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS

Though increased Pan cultivation is trying to
oust cultivation of paddy by and large. paddy
cultivation remains, nevertheless. or important
agricultural pursuit. Aman rice is the predo-

minant - crop  which grows  profusely  almost
everywhere,  Since Chandrabhag  has not very
commendable drainage system, Aman rice of the
very fine  quality, that onc gets in Midnapore
region, has a rather small yield. Aus rice s
grown on relatively higher land. A little quan-
tty ot juteis also grown at Chandrabhag. 7There
15 4 tendency to grow jute on Aman land and
to hurvest it before rice saplings are transplanted.
Pulses are grown, as a subsidiary crop, o locul
conditions  are  favourable. Sitasal, Rupsal,
Kanul_cclmr arc some of the names of the five
varietics of Aman and Aus rice at Chandrabhag.
I'he average yield of rice per Bigha used 10 be
c_l_ght to ten maunds before the flood in 1959.
Since then, there has been a considerable fall in
yield per Bigha. It is now about four to five
maunds per Bigha. The yield could have been
better if supply of manure could be assured to
the villagers. There is the Block Development
Office No. Il at Bagnan which is supposed to
supply fertilisers to the cultivators in the arca.
But there are diflicultics : first in the demand
side, the inertia of the villagers to use the new
fangled devices of manure has to be overcome
and  sccond, in the supply side, the red tape
delays have to be countered. The end result is
that the villugers would prefer to go  without
chemical fertilisers and depend mostly on  the
traditional things, i.c., cowdung and Dhaincha
green plants. They arc also of opinion that
chemical fertilisers, though very helpful at  the
outsct, tend to damage the land in the long run.

In agricultural operations at Chandrabhag,
the cultivation of land by Japanese method is
singularly lacking. During the time of investiga-
tion I asked the village cultivators about its pros-
pect at Chandrabhag. They appeared rather
skeptic about it. They have also been given to
understand  that cultivation by the Japanese
method is more expensive than the indigenous
method. Any way, no one was willing to give
the Japancsc method a try.

Apart from paddy and Pan, cultivation of
potato, gourd and other vegetables is very in-
significant. A very small quantity is grown but
it has no marketable significance. It is grown
mostly in the Kitchen-gardens to be consumed by
the individual householders. There are quite 1
few pcople at Chandrabhag who trade in vege-
tables. But that vegetable is not of local origin
They take advantage of the vegetable produc-'
tion, growing mainly in the flood plains of the
Damodar.  Vegetables growing in  the Char
tand arc brought in the Tocal market and are
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also sent to Calcutta markets.  Theie s no pro-
duction of wheat and sugar cane worill the name.

Fhe system of distribution ot the local pro-
duce is also meresting to note here. Lhanara
bhag is casily rcached by buscs, —tratis d.mld
riparian  vessels.  Except smatl-scaic ‘ al )‘
“market to cater for local needs, 1i)crc is ;xlucm‘rg
' ing and sclling, on a large ale, ¢
[L(‘)l:artl)sga:btlv)ug. But tlﬁs difliculty of bulk bu)mg
and sclling has becn very much clm_unulcd t))_y a
number of scasonal markets (Hats) in the nug:n
bourhood of Chandrabhag. All these fHats qu)
held  within a distance of not more than h\’;
miles  from the village. The Hat al ‘I\umm
(about four miles from the village) 1s l}ul’ld 1pn\
Tuesdays and Saturdays; at DCWa‘nt‘dz él‘;:
miles from the village) on Wedncsdays zjn - u'u
days ; at Naul, on Mondays and Ihufrs d)‘bl’n]‘
Harinarayanpur once 4 week or ?r{ﬁ«lgdiz:
Pan, pulses, bamboo are lhg main m»rgl gn‘ nt
sent from Chandrabhag. Rice is mo.st_y Lim
sumed locally. The surplus, if an‘)v',v szm;S.
brought to the Hat. 1t s sold 1n bhfhb-‘i l;mdb_
who do bulk buying. 1t is only the ‘n%‘ e
owners who have ware house type ‘slora{;cb)n T
rice. So they are in a position to sceure betle
pricc of ricc by holding its supply.

INDEBTEDNESS AT CHANDRABHAG

No study of the ecoinomic struc)u‘u_'c of' 2332[
age will be complete unless one tuk«rs 1;1[_110“:»‘“ it
the liabilities along with its asscts. 1 exte
of indebtedness of a village 18 re
its cconomic developmiental potential.

a great index of

¢ village India is prover-
debt, lives in debt and dies
very comprehensive
\ Rural Credit Sur-
cent. of the

Indebtedness in th
bial- - one is born 1
in debt”. In course of the
investigation of the All-Indie "
vey it transpried that only fou'ry{x. N e
samplc houscholds gould manage ; DU
new houses while ninety per ceit. o' L’“cmﬂc
holds  just managed 10 spend n‘nva?’“_'(of “:_ls
Rs. 75 or like per annum. A m‘,”,(',l. ;jn\ of s
reported expenditure was, IlOWLI>k;,/1_l‘ ¢R“m1
maintenance  and - repait. [A n; 1‘17' e
Credit Survey Report Part 1 (Rural ba sh

ank of in. Bombay. pp.
1957-58, Reserve Bank of India ,('\gricu]turul

W Iy
: and 732} Another stuay., cultura
{ﬁmu:‘n;n lndi;g. Report of the S(‘{j”lld L”(]G”I)’\i\('
7 inistry of Labour. Govt.
Voi . pp. 126, 1956 (Ministry © o

at I familics
revealed that labour f <o
chcs four per family per annum
tituted 0.8 per cent. of their total

of India)
sparc only ru
and this cons
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cxpenditure on this item.  In some paris of the
country, the expenditure did hardly exceed one
rupee cven. Not very dissimilar pictures have
been presenied by the very probing studies con-
ducicd vy the Agro-Economic Research Centres
in diftecent States of India.

TABLE 27

ENPENDITURE-PATTERN 1IN SOME
OTHER STATEN

Proportion
of
expenditure
during the

Nea, of year ou
Name of miate villages housing
to total

houschold
cxpenditure
(In percentage)

Gujarat 1 -7
= 246
3 05
Ragasthan I 0-2
- 15
Madhya Pradesh { 4.2
2 14
3 13
+ 2-1
ihar 1 E_l()-;
2 G
3 i

The fact that 62 per cent. of the rural house-
holds were in debts in 1962 was a definite index
of the abysmal economic insufliciency. The All-
Indic  Rural Debt and Investment  Survey.
Reserve Bank of India, 1961-62 disclosed that
the incidence of debt per reporting cultivator
and non-cultivator was RS$. 719 and Rs. 429 as
compared with Rs. 526 and Rs. 249 respectively

in 1952

The micro-sociological study of Chandrabhag
will also have to incorporate the debt position
of the villagers. As usual Chandrabhag is in
debt to a considerable extent. Loans arc al-
wavs to be incurred for marriage, funeral, educa-
tion. social and other expenses connected with
day to day living. The financial ~ position be-
came completely confounded when the village
was faced with a flood in 1959. About seventy-
five per cent. of the dwelling houses were level-
led to the ground, personal effects washed away.
and the village visited by a host of diseases.



60 CHANDRABHAG

Houses had to be built, personal effects purchas-
ed and discases fought against. All this requir-
cd money and failing to make the both ends
meet with their slender resources, the villagers
irrespective  of occupational positions, took to
borrowing. Under the circumstances it is but
natural that the balance sheet of Chandrabhag
would show a debit account. Expenses at
marriages of daughters need also be reckoned
with in assessing the position of indcbtedness.

PURPOSE OF INDEBTEDNENS

House-Construction Marriage Ordinary Houschold Neen

=

N2dicirg & Sickress Othc—s

More often than not dowry has to be given in
marrying of a daughter. In the process  of
giving thrcc.to four daughters in marriage debts
pl].c up. High price index and the inflationary
spiral compe! a man to go out of his way in the
day to day living. For daily houschold require-
ments, therefore, one has to incur multiple loans.
Morcover, Chandrabhag suflers seriously from a
lack of a dispensary or a medical unit where pre-
liminaries of advice and medication, if not the
fL}H course of trcatment, can be obtained. Medi-
cincs arc sold rather dcar, So, for an expert

medical advice, one has to come to  Caleutta,
stay. and consult doctor for hospitalization.
Phis s a lengthy  process requiring  time  and
money. Rcady cash, almost always, fails the
villagers.  One has 10 take to  borrowing cither
mtercst-free or  with interest.  Loans  incurred
for day to day requirements and also for medica!
purposcs constitute the third large head for in-
debtedness.  The  pic-diagram will - show the
relative  importance of hcads on  which foan
moncy is expended.

Again, the bar diagram will show the distri-
bution of debt among dilferent  caste-groups.
The majority of the houscholds of most of the
caste-groups are in debt at Chandrabhag.  This,
as alrcady mentioned, is to be accounted to the
fact of the flood in 1959, Repincement of per-
sonal eflccts has been such a trying job with the
villagers that they have hardly been free of debt
till now. Even when old debts are paid ofl, new
ones have to be incurred.

The sources for ihe purveying of loans  aud
credit at Chandrabhag arc not  rcally many.
There are a few steady supplier of toans in the
village. The Block Dcvelopment Oftice is there
to supply a special kind of loan - building loan -
to the villagers.  Those, among the villagers, who
arc cmployed with the Government or in com-
mercial  firms, have other  sources - provident
funds or the oflice co-operative socicty to Like
loans and advances from. Louns arc ulso ad-
vanced by relatives or friends in the village or in
the adjoining village. Rates  of interest  and
exigency will  determine whom to go to for a
loan in casc of an acutec necessity. Local
money-lenders usually charge an interest of four
annas per rupee or 25 per cent.  Sometimes, the
rate is even higher 3 n.p. per rupec per month.
This makes the interest rate somcthing like forty
per cent. per annum. On the other hand  the
ratc of interest in government loans and co-
operative society loans are. usually, 6} per cent.
per annuni. With. the government oflices  and
co-operative societics there is another advantage
of rebate in interest rate for timely repayment of
instalments. In spitc of all the cxorbitant and
usurious rate with the local moncy-lenders. vill-
ggc pcoplp‘ spectally those who  have no other
sources will borrow locally.  And it is the wi
are *“born in debt, live in debt and die in (y!cbt B
The sources of credit and finance '
bhag  will be casily visu
over leaf,

‘ at Chandra-
alized from the  table
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TABLE 28

SOURCES OF CREDIT

Source trom which horrowed

Covernment office or other oftices in which
heads of the houschold serve

Block Development Oftiee

Village zemindar

Villagze money-lendor

Friend

Relative

Office co-operat ive

Unspecified

Total

BER OF INDEBTED AND Dl

-
stha Mohisyad Swarnokor Tonti

of

No.
households

(£

148

T IRER HHOUSEHOLDS

Gandnebanik Karmakar  Tis Kolverta

LEGENDS

N DEOY NO.OF REE
HOUSEHOLDS

mm—mmjo
Dhobo

There is no Co-operafive Credit Society in
the village. One has to take advantage of the
office co-operatives in case of such loans. The
village money-lender is not a money-lender by
profession. It is a side business with him. As
a result, interest rate follows a monopoly model
and is not determined by the usual price mecha-
nism of demand and supply of the market.

The extent of debt in the village is next to
be considered. Loans include both minimal and
maximal points. That is, people may have a
loan of 20. 30, or 40 rupees in the minimal side
and more than Rs. 500 on the maximal side.
Only cash debts have been taken into account to
show the extent of indebtedness in the table

overleaf,
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TABLE 29

HOUSEHOLDS IN DEBT AT CUANDRABIHAG CANTEWISE

Total families 216

:\mo(‘;l: )Of deht Jrahmin Rayas- Mahisya Swar- Tanti Gandha Karma. Tili Kaivar- Dhoba
. tha nakar Danik Kar ta
1— 5y 3 3 14 [ 1 ! 1
51100 11 4 19 3
101—150 B + 1o | 2 t I
151—200 N 3 3] 3 |
201—-250 4 . .. 2 !
251—300 3 l 3 | 2
301350 .. 1 2
351 —400 .. B
401500 4 4 R
500+ t ! -
No. of households in debt 36 15 67 6 15 = 1 o ! :
Amount of indebtedness ooy 2,000 Fi40s 1,150 3,000 350 150 .- 40 "0
Average indebtedness per 305 133 170 1l =ho 1 Lo ” o o

houschold in debt

One of the heads of the households mention-
ed that he has an outstanding dcbt of Rs. 4.000.
The figure seems to be rather inflated and |
have reasons to consider it so. When T reached
the village and expressed my desire to make a
house to house survey of the Socio-Economic
condition of the people there. the news  was
received with some reservations and people.
mainly of the middle and upper middle classes.
repeatedly enquired of me if my survey has got
anything to do with income tax measures. They

felt that if they could register their  labilitics
more than their assets they would be spared the
governmental guilloting The gentleman referred
to above might also have done the same thing.
He is only a small pleader and he is most un-
likely to get such a heavy amount as loan cither
from money-lenders or from uny other source.
I also belicve that  majority of the households
eave  an inflated picture of their  indebtedness
and the reason is the same as that of the petty
pleader.

OCCUPATIONATL PATTERN OF THE INDUSTRIALISED DINTRICT OF HOWRAN

Urban
population
’s I)(‘r'
centage of
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This steady but incipient urbanisation pro-
cess had its effects on the occupational structure
io the remote villages as well. Chandrabhag
too, is not an exception to this general proccss
of social change. * Status seckers™ could not
be satisfied with the traditional and ~ ascripted
‘positions. A state of fluidity i occupation
could be discernible as early as lhc.middlc of
the last century. White-collar mobility came n
as a matter of course with the development of
trade, commerce and industrics. The lower
occupational groups and the agriculturist did not
show much flare for occupational mobility in
general. In recent years, with the construction
of the D.V.C. and its control of the flow of the
Damodar the lower scctions of the community
have been caught in the swirl of occupational
changes too. But for the engincering endeavour,
most of them wduld not have moved out of their
traditional occupational niche.

Before the construction of the D.V.C., Midna-
pur Canal Reach No. 7 was boat worthy all
throughout the year. Not only that its flow has
been arrested but its silt  deposit too has been
atfected very much. Pottery industry which was
rather well known in the area is now non-exis-
tent.  There were 56 pantile units, they too had
to withdraw. The potter class has completely
withdrawn from the area. The fisherman caste
too has found it difficult to pursue its traditional
occupation. The enclosed map will show the
geographical position of the village and the river
system of the area.

A cursory glance at the table below will
show the extent of shift from traditional occupa-
tions by the heads of households of different
caste.

TABLE 31

OCCUPATION

Peaditional geenpation

Caste

Brahmin Priest,’

Kayasthn Seribe
Agriculture

Madiinya

Spice dealer

No. of

CGiandhabanik

Karmakar Blacksmith
Swarnakar Goldsmith
Tanti Weaver
Kaivarta Fisherman
Tili Oilpresser
Dhoba Washerman
All castes

Total Uiban total
District population population  population
Howrah 2,038,477 825,002 4074

Agriocul-

tural Agricul-

Iabourer tural

as per- (7--9) a8

centage of  percentage

total of working  Houwchold
District population population industrics

TABLE 30
Agricul-
Working tural
population fabourer
a8 per- _ s per-
centape of  Agricul centage of
Working totat tural working Cultiva-
population  population Iahourer populntion  fion
629,510 B f0002 95 0S4
o . P y e
12 as Marutac 14 gs Frante 16 as
pereentage  turing NI ;
{5 I) ti pe centg and pereentaye
of ! population ol 3 commeres of 5 ¢
:--_: DTS M T e 0. o
3 227005 RN TH.A00 190

Howrah 14°3 238 20,387

The table shows that there has been move-
ment away from the traditional occupations even
in a village, more or less argiculturally or.lemed.
But the table gives no idea at all of the different

No. of
houscholds
exclusively  Head of
No. of households following houscholds
A e pUESTIT no. with

e
houscholds Main Subsidiary other than employment
caste ;
oceupation
59 5 .. 43 74-4 female
heads of
houschold
27 12 .. 6 7+4+2 female
heads
943 30 25 24 G
3 1 2
1 1 .
9 6 1 2
22 .. 1 17 4
1 .. .. 1
1 .. .. 1
1 1
217 55 27 97 28

new occupations which the castes have adopted
at Chandrabhag. From the table over leaf an
idea of ramification of occupations among
different caste will be clear.



TABLE SHOWING DIVERSIFICATION OF OCCUPATIONS AND

Caste heads of houscholds

Brahmin
Mahisya
Kayastha
Tanti
Swarnakar
Kaymakar
Gandhabanik
T'ili

Kaivarta

Dhoba

Caste heads of households

Brahmm
Mahisya
Kayastlia
Tanti
Swarnakar
Karmakar
Gandhabanjk
Tih

Kaivarta

Dhoba

Caste heads of households

Biahmin
Mahisya
Kayastha
Tanti
Swarnakar
Karmakar
Gandhabanik
Tili
Kaivarta
Dhoba

CHANDRABHAG

TABLE 32

DIFFERENT CASTES AT CHANDRABHAG

o e e e A

Grocershop  Statjonery shop  Cloth shop  Chemist shop Rweetmoat shop

Cultivation
R —.
— _
Otherthanriee  Mechanical

Arts and Crafts
B A R
Jewellery  Mateh muking

Trade and Commerce

THEIR DINTRIBUTION AMONG

Carpentry

Tena shop

1 1 .. 1 1
1 1 1
1
1
]
1
Profession
= e S UM — S—
Tcacher Kaviraj Doctor Compounder Pleader Cante
ocenpation
2 1 1 5
. 1
1 1
1
1
6
. . 1

ey
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TABLE 32—contd.

Casto hoads of houscholds e
Domestic labour

Brahmin
Mahisya
Kayastha
Tanti
Swarnakar
Karmakar
Gandhabanik
Tili

Kaivarta

Dhoba

e A -
Agrienltural

labour

|5]
<t

(87

Unemployed/

Caste heads of pouseholds
Brahmin
Malisys

Kayastha
Tanti
Swarnakar
Karmakar
Gandhabanik
Tili
Kaivarta
Dhoba
not infre-

t castes have X
The table shows tha than their

ati her
uently taken up occupation ot ir
gwn. yShifts in occupations between two generd

tions, i.e., between the present hez}d of the ho(lilse-
hold and his father was, already 1n pr_ogr%s_i u_rr;
ing the last 3 or 4 dqcades. _But this Sfl dt'fflr-
occupation has been different in respect ot di em
cnt castes at Chandrabhag. The _Mahlsyasl

Chandrabhag had been the agn(_:ul'tura_l cﬁa]ls..qr.
They arc retaining these charactcnstlc‘s in cxl
occupations. There have been som(,' hnorfnad
shifts in the occupation between the father an

5 (PB) Consun/B7

Sundry work Retired

Service
Non-agrieultural  White.collar Transport‘
labour jobjoffice
work
1 25 5
11
16
1 4 1
1
2
Business
wholesale/ Total Romarks
retail
2 55 4 female heads of houschold
cxeluded
12 90 3 feomale heads of houschold
excluded
2 26 1 female head of household
1 22
9
1
3
1
1
1

the son but, till now, the sons are mostly follow-
ing father’s occupation viz, agriculturc and allied
activities. A relative picture of the shifts in the
occupations of two generations among the three
major castes at Chandrabhag will be seen in the
following tables. The figures in the cells along
the diagonal (left to right) on the tables indicate
the number of sons (the present heads of the
houscholds) who followed the same occupation
as that of the father. They may be termed as

occupationally immobile sons.
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TABLE 33
OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY OF THE MAHISYAS

Fat}hers of the head of tho ) Heads of the honseholds or sons
household or fathers Agri e T A
ri- D i servi V'
(‘Sli}n’o . |11t('“~b' Arts Business,  Serviee Day Miscella- Total
cultiva. an{l trade and [abourer neous
tion crafts commerce
Agriculture 46 4 4 D
Pan cultivation 2 9 ) i » "
Arts and crafts *
Business, trade and commerce 9 } B '

. . . 2 1 16
Service 10 1 2 3 3 ‘
Day labourer 22 I ‘ 2 i
Miscellaneous N ! 1 0 Y "

1 2
Total
90 7 7 13 12 32 2 163
Nores (l) Of the father pursuing business, 2 sous are unemployed.
(ii) Of the service-holding father's 1 son is unemployed.
TABLE 34
OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY OF TIE KAYASTHAS
Heads of the housel odds and siblings
I - o ™
Agri- Pan cul- Arty Business Profession Scevice Misee- Total
culture tivation Hancous
Cultivation 2 . 2 4
Arts and crafts . .
Business, trade and commerco 3 1 4 .<.'
Profession 1 1 ) ’)
Service 16 N . y
. .e .. .. 1 17 B
Miscellancous l :
Total 22 .. .. 1 2 21 56
TABLE 35
OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY OF THE BRAHMINS
Occupation of fathor . O(‘cupntirmi:—)f_h_(-nds of houschold or sons
Agri- Pan Arty Business,  Traditional  Profe- Servie T
ceulture culti- and trade and oecupa- ssion e Fotal
vation crafts commeree tion
Agriculture 15 . 1 4
Arts and crafts 2 . 1 ; »
Business, trade and commerce 3 : X
Traditional occupation 7 . 1 .‘; ) :
Profession 3 1 : “
Service 28 : 6
b 3 1 an 57
- H
Total 58 . 2 9 4 1
42 116
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REASONS FOR MOBILITY

Though occupation-mobility between genera-
tions was inevitable consequent upon a change
in the economic development of the country for
the last few decades, nevertheless, quesiions werce
put to the subjects about the rcasons of thcir
shifts in occupation or occupational-mobility.
In most of the cases, the persons involved were
themselves not very sure about the reasons —of
their change of occupations. But, on pressing,
they gave some reasons for such shifts. Lack of
alternatives was the predominant causc for the
occupationally immobile sons. For those who
madec consciops choice for a change in their
occupation from that of their fathers, loss of
land on father’s death through either partition
or transfer, desire for better financial assign-
ments, desire for an intellectual pursuit, aspira-
tion for a secure job and income, adventurism,
physical inability or ,incompatibility with the old
occupation—all these and several other factors
played their part. The underlying note had al-
ways been a demand for ready money to mcet
the growing commitments of the houscholds 1n
recent periods. The occupational shifts today,
as distinguished from that of the heads of the
present houschold, discussed above, show a
greater mobility in the backdrop of India’s pre-
sent take-off economy.

It is true that industrialisation of the country
as a whole has opened many new avenucs of
employment and people of Chandrabhag have
not lagged behind in taking their opportunities.
Still, a large scction of the people, 5]cnudcd of
land and deprived of thc opportunities of share-
cropping, came to be reduced to day lzbourers
and agricultural labourers. The _distinction 1
not very strict and rigid. Agricultural labourers
become day labourers in ex-harvest months and
day labourers too become agricultural labourers 1
harvest months. It depends usually, three classes
of agricultural labourer/day labourer are found
in the village. Onc class consists of labourers
engaged on daily charge basis (Jan) ; the second
consists of those who are in some kind of debtor-
relation with the owner of the land.

creditor
May be, they had to take loans from the owner
of the land and they agreed to some kind of

ct that they would serve for the
loan is repaid (Nagare): and the
f those who stay with the owners
members of the house-

implicit contra
owner till the
third consists 0O
of the land as regular
hold (Mahindar).

People would, if they can help, like to be

engaged as daily labourer, than otherwise.
Work, on a daily basis, is more lucrative and has
more freedom. Daily labourers, whether agri-
cultural or not, can go to a differcnt village, if a
betier rate with more amenities 1s ensured. Day
mbourcrs'constitulc the most mobilc portion of
the working population of Chandrabhag. They
would move within a radius of ten miles, some-
times more, in ex-harvest seasons. The rate of
wages of a daily labourer, ranges between
Rs. 2.50 to Rs. 3. Average daily wage rates for
field labourer (man) in West Bengal is as follows
as found in West Bengal Sample Villages
C/0O. Studies in Economics of Farm Manage-
ment 1954-55 (Ministry of Food & Agriculture
Govt. of India).

TABLE 36
WEST BENGAL (SAMPLE VILLAGES)
District

Months A
Hooghly  24-Parganas

Rs. P, Rs. P,
July 1 61 1 53
August 1 65 1 64
September 1 63 1 60
October 1 53 1 39
November 1 49 1 36
December 1 63 1 50
January 1 57 1 48
February 1 53 1 36
March 1 44 1 21
April 1 40 1 20
May 1 40 1 42
June 1 73 1 66

Compared to 1954-55 rates in Bengal, the rate
of wages in 1962 at Chandrabhag does not look
very promising. The increase in price index has
automatically cancelled in the increase in wage
rate. The daily labourer is supplied with his
midday meal and Biri. Daily labourers, not
working in fields, also demand tea and snacks.
They also demand higher wages than those who
work on field.

Agricultural labourer on a Nagase basis
swelled its rank after the flood of 1959 l.oans

5a
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‘had to be made to build houses, replace personal
effects, to meet the bill of doctors and so on.
As a method of repaying loans, quite a few
people accepted Nagare. Of course, it is the
most indigent section of people who accepted
this practice. They included thosc who had no
land, those who were not very mobile, and those
who were unable to take up any factory work.
Nagare worker has to work on a fixed rate of
daily wage till the debt is paid. In...............
months, however, they are free to find out some
other employment. As the debtor does not pay
any interest to the creditor, the latter can ask the
former to do any odd job for him, e.g., clearing
overgrowth in the yards of the houschold, mak-
ing faggot, pruning trees, and so on. One meal
is supplied by the employer but that too depends
whether the Nagare is doing work in the field or
casual work like making faggot etc. But supply
of Biri and matches is a must.

Mahindars are not many at Chandrabhag.
Only one Mahisya family (thc Adaks) is well cap-
able of keeping Mahindars. They are engaged
annually and they stay with the employer. The
employer is, therefore, under obligations to look
after the Mahindar for food, clothing, medicine

'

and others. This is an expensive proposition.
So, Mahindars are not in rage at Chandrabhag.

Economically, it is difficult to categorize
Chandrabhag. Agricultural pursuit is definitely a
predominant feature of the village. Employ-
ment in tertiary occupations is no less significant
and this is borne out by the number of com-
muters from the village. Strangely enough, there
18 no industry, (craft or any other indigenous
industry) in the village. There is a husking unit
only. Only two stationery shops, not really
worth the name, arc somchow serving as a stand-
by to the daily needs of the growing demands
in the village. A very small cloth shop and a
tca-stall are maintained in the bazar arca.

Considering  all this, Chandrabhag cannot
claim to have a viable economy. With the in-
troduction of clectric traction in South Eastern
Railways time taken for reaching Calcutta and
its industrial belt has been further shortend.
This, in turn, has made for fresh and fresh com-
muters from Chandrabhag to these areas. And
these commuters always prefer to buy things from
Calcutta markct. Chandrabhag is in all proba-
bility, going to be a dormitory of Calcutta and
Howrah conurbation in near future.

Education and extra-mural activities

Primary education
Secondary education
College education
Community activities
The library
Religious structure

Attitude to social change

CHAPTER 1V
SOCIO-CULTURAL LIFE



CHAPTER 1V
SOCCIO-CULTURAL LIFE

EDUCATION AND EXTRA-MURAL ACTIVITIES

Chandrabhag has a long-standing tradition
of education. About one hundred years ago a
Normal School was at work in the village and it
was established and run under a joint enterprise
of the Mahisyas and the Brahmins. That the
village had a sophisticated cultural background
is evident from the fact that as carly as 1859,
Sri Jogendra «Nath Chattopadhyaya, a local
geatleman, had his writings published in the
Sambad Pravakar, the renowned journal of the
Late Iswar Chandra Gupta, Sri Chattopadhyaya
published a novel called Nilamburi also.  In the
background of such an erudite atmosphere a
century ago, it is only natural to conclude that
Chandrabhag has an educational basis, more or
less, integrated.

The existence of the Guru Training School
is also a positive indicator of this intcgrated basc.
But, like other parts of India and other countries
of the world, cducation at Chandrabhag was at
the hands of a few philanthropic and well mecan-
ing persons of the village. The scope of educa-
tion was thus limited. Today, with changed
socio-cconomic pattern, cducation has to orient
itself with the cxisting educational system of the
country. The need for primary, secondary,
secondary multipurpose, college and technical
cducation is widely felt now. The primary
school for girls which started about forty years
ago, is now transformed into a higher second-
ary multipurpose  school.  The necessity  of
adult cducation, for both males and females 1s,
slowly but steadily. being realised. Morcover.
alicnation from land and land-oriented economy,
the cver increasing monetisation of the same
have made people run after white-collar and/or
technical-supervisory jobs. As a preparation for
it. education in technical schools and colleges is
gradually getting a priority among the village
people.  According to the Census of 1961, the
number of cducated males and females at
Chandrabhag is 604 and 402 respectively, making
a population of 1,006 educated males and
females out of the total population of 1.616.
Such a situation mcans that 37.4 per cent. of the

total males and 24.8 per cent. of the total females
at Chandrabhag are educated. This blanket
statistics gives us a rather blurred picture of the
levels  of enlightenment of the population of
Chandrabhag. It also fails to answer the ques-
tions = Who goes to school ”? * Has caste any-
thing to do with education”? and “Is woman
to be educated along with man”? ‘

In the present chapter, educational structure
of Chandrabhag has been broken into three sub-
structures, viz., primary, secondary and college
cducation. Then a castewise classification of
illiterates, semi-literates, literates and educated
has been tried.

~ For entry into the primary school six is the
1cjea1 and normal age and school-leaving, spe-
cially secondary school-leaving age is 18. The
number of school-going children, both male and
female, therefore, works upto 584—of whom 287
are males and 297 are females. From the cdu-
cat{onal matrix, castes like Tili, Dhoba and
Kaivarta are automatically dropped. These
castes do not cither have boys and girls of this
age-group or have people who are otherwise
cainfully employed. A number of married
females belonging to the above age-group are
also excluded from the educational matrix.

PRIMARY EDUCATION

There are two primary schools at Chandra-
bhag imauza, one is at Chandrabhag proper and
the other is at Mirzapur. The primary school
at Chandrabhag unit of the mauza is about 60
years old whereas the primary school at Mirza-
pur came into being only in 1961. At the time
of investigation both the schools seemed well
responded to. But local opinion is rather sceptic.
To them, this primary enthusiasm for education
is just like a neophytes’ zeal and is sure to sub-
side. In fact, the student population of the
Mirzapur Primary School showed a decline in
roll strength in course of four years from its in-
ception.  The recason for such depopulation of
the school at the Mirzapur unit of Chandrabhag
mauza lies in the fact that Mirzapur is inhabited
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mostly by occupational caste groups and
Mahisya. These occupation-group peoples are
not very keen in keeping their sons at school.
The fathers, specially the agriculturist father,
would rather have their grown-up sons as the
father’s help instead of a swotter at school.
Further, for households, hovering between pro-
verty and starvation, free primary education was
not an incentive enough for sending the children
to the school. Books are to be purchased,
slates, pencils, wearing apparels bought. These
cost quite a few quids. On the otherhand, if
the children do not go to the school they could
well utilise their time gainfully, collecting
faggots, dry leaves, cow-dung, arum roots and
many other such daily necessities for home con-
sumption as well as for sale. It is really a diffi-
cult choice before the poor villager whether or
not to send the child to the school. Neverthe-
less, boys and girls have come for primary edu-
cation at the primary school of Mirzapur. The
primary school at the Chandrabhag unit has a
regular inflow of students throughout the year.
This regularity of attendance at the primary
school at Chandrabhag is due to the fact that the
student population comes mainly from upper
caste families of the village, i.e., from the Brah-
min, the Kayastha and the well-to-do Mahisyas.

Though 6-10 is the proper age-group for
primary school-goers, some relaxation has been
made in the age in view of the rural set-up. The
age-limit has been raised to 15 of this age-group,
i.e., 6-15, there are 181 males and 201 females
belonging to all castes at Chandrabhag. The
detailed composition is given below :

TABLE 37
PRIMARY EDUCATION
Age-group  Caste Male Female
6.15 Brahmin 62 65
Kayastha 22 27
Mahisya 73 74
Tanti 13 20
Swarnakar 4 6
Gandhabanik 4 6
Tili .e .e
Kaivarta .o we
Dhoba 1 .
6-15 All castes 181 201

At the time of the surveys of the primary
school-going population at Chandrabhag mauza,
87 were males and 96 females. These 87 males

<

and 96 females could be distributed among
different castes in the following way.

TABLE 38
PRIMARY EDUCATION AT CHANDRABHAG

Students School-going
A

Caste -
Male Fomalo
Brahmip 23 25
Kayastha 10 15
Mahisya 42 41
Tanti 10 11
Swarnakar 2 4
Castes 87 96
Total no. of boys 181
tn the age-group
e 201

Totil no. of girls
in the age-group

0,
Percentage of total (6-15) 48.0% 47.7%
age-group of children

The percentage 48.0 'and 47.7 .for primary
school-going boys and girls respectively is not a
very bright one. The reasons for this low per-
centage of primary educ_atxon at Chandrabhag
are mainly socio-economic. As it has already
been mentioned that though primary education
is free of tuition fees, one has,.noncthelcss, to
make provision for books, exercise books, slates,
pencils etc. The guardians are not, in most of
cases, in a position to assure a regular supply of
these articles for their wards. Moreover, chil-
dren are to be clad with a modicum of clothing
before they could be sent to the school. Most
of the guardians consider it as one of the greatest
obstacles for sending their children to the school.
Very few heads of the households at Chandra-
bhag are well able to bear the cost of garments
and dresses for their children. The guardians
also apprehend that education will ultimately
alienate their children from them. They will
become a “declassed” entity. So it is better
not to educate them. This conservative outlook
is gradually disappearing. With the spread of
industries and various research plants therc has
been a shift in the opinion of the villagers.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

For secondary education Chandrabhag has
only the Sreekrishna Higher Secondary Multi-
purposc for girls. The school, with permission
to teach cducation of the secondary level, came
into being in 1920. It was housed in a premise
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other “than the present one.  Today the  school
has been aftiliated to teach in more than one
streams.  The school has a very imposing building
and it was made possible only through the muni-
ficence of a local gentleman, Later on, grants-
in-uid was sccured from the Board of the Secon-
dary Education. West Bengal.  There were 350
‘girls on the rolls of the school. at the time of
investigation.  Except thirty boarders {the school
has an attached hostel for girls) there are 320
students, being recruits from adjoining villages of
Chandrabhag and Chandrabhag proper. l'hcrc
is another school at Mugkalyan, so girls  from
Mugkalyan (though an adjoining village of
Chandrabhag) do not attend Srcckrishna erl;
School at Cﬁundrabhag. At the time of investi-
gation, there were 14 lady teachers attached to
the school. One lady tcacher and two male
teachers were locally  recruited ; the rest came
from outside. One of the lady teachers came
from Lucknow, one from Gauhati and the othgrs
from various districts of West Bengal, including
Calcutta.

In spitec of a fairly constant demand for a
high or higher secondary multipurposs school
for boys, there is, unfortunately nonc at Chandra-
bhag. ~ Boys have to atlend onc of the two
higher sccondary schools in the adjoining vill-
aces. There is one  higher  sccondary mutlt-
p‘urposc school at Mughkalyan and the Muhakali
Higher Secondary Multipurpose School at Buntul,
The former was cstablished in 1866 and the
latter. in 1892, About 100 boys from Chandra-
bhag are recciving secondary cducation spread
over from class V to class XI. Of these hundred
boys receiving secondary education 42 comes
from the Brahmin caste. 17 from the Kayasthas,
74 from the Mahisyas and the rest from other
castes like Tanti, Swarnakar, ('}andhabamk ete.
Among the sccondary school-going boys there 1s
a preference for Science course over Hunmn'mEs
group. Young boys arc mostly uspx‘r.un} after
Technical  jobs.  They  have German
Drcam ™. Some of the boys from Chandrabhag
have already been successful in going over to
Germany for higher education.

COl1L.EGE  EDUCATION

Guardians  of  Chandrabhag do not lug
behind in giving their wards higher education in
colleges.  There are two colleges in the areas.
one at Bagnan and the other at Uluberia. Both
of them are First Grade Colleges qnd were cs.tab-
lished in the fiftics. But there 1s one serious
limitation  with both of them they are  Arts
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College, pure and simple.  Students wishing to
study Science will have to go cither to Tamluk or
to Midnapur or to Calcutta. About 25 boys and
girls from Chandrabhag are receiving education
at different colleges mentioned above. But most
of them go to Bagnan College which is only four
miles away from the village. In the college edu-
cation also, the Brahmins occupy the best posi-
tion. Twelve boys and four girls of the Brahmin
caste are attached to colleges. The number of
boys and girls receiving college education may
be scen in the following table.

TABLE 39
COLLEGE EDUCATION

College-going students

Caste e e A

ale Female  Total|
Brahmin 12 4 16
Kavastha 3 .. 3
Mahisya 2 .. 2
Tanti 3 .. 3
Caste 20 4 24

Apart  from these institutions for general
cducation, there is also a music school called
Bhupendra Sangit Academy at Chandrabhag. It
came into being in 1959 and is  flourishing.
About 20 girls of this village reccive lessons in
classical music, modern and Tagore songs. The
teachers of this academy are not local people.
They come from Calcutta twice a week. The
local M.L.A., Dr. Ranjit Ghosh Chowdhury, a
very affable young man has very kindly vacated
one room in his house for the music academy to
function well.

Some girls from Chandrabhag have taken
pains to learn decorative embroidery at the Usha
Embroidery Training School, Bagnan. These
girls are mostly attached to the Social Educa-
tion Centre.  They in their turn vouch to render
service to others.

From what has been said above, the defini-
tion of cducation as *“an induction into the
learner culture ™ does not scem to be properly
justificd.  As Chandrabhag is gradually moving
away from the agricultural  cconomy, demand
for prestige-status-laden education s steadily
growing. The total position of literacy, illiteracy,
college education. school education ete.. can he
visualised from the table overleaf
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Literato (can read and sign name)
Completely illiterate |
Reading Primary

Class V

Class VI

Class VI

Class VIII

Class 1X

Class X

Class X1

Non-Matric (appeared but could not pass)
S, ./ Matriculation

Higher Secondary

Reading P, U,

I A,

B.AL, B.Se,, B.Com,

B.A, BT, B.L.

M.AL, M.Ne, M.Com., M.B.
Read upto Primary Standard
Read upto Class X

Read upto B.A.

Literate (can read and sign name)
Completely illiterate

Reading Primary

Class V'

Class VI

Class VII

Class VITI

“lass TX

Class X

Class X1

Non-Matrie (appeared but could not pass)
S.F./Matriculation

igher Secondary

Reading P.U.

LA

B.A,, B.Ne., B.Com,

B.A, BT, B.I

M.A,, M.Se., M.Com., M.B.
Read upto Primary Standard
Read upto Class X

Read upto B.A.
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TABLE 40
LITELRACY AND EDUCATIONAL STANDARD AT CILANDRAGHAG

Brahmin

A

Male

78
I

6

Fomale

[

4
3
25
6
b

Tanti

cm A i

A
Fenmale

4
18
10

—_— e LI

RNayastha Muhisya
(Ut a) I A ~
Male Fenuale Malo Femalo
B 28 1ot 16"
] t i 134
lu 15 12 41
2 3 6 .
L 7 2
1 ] 3 2
M 1 :
> 3 3
2 I .
! 2 .
19 3 i
b 1 . K 1
K] . |
! 1 1
1 1 ‘
B
) l
5 . .
4 3 15
1 .e
Nwarnakar Total
[ A ey e A
Male Female Male Femnale
4 2
i Y
6 8
4 2
3 1
2 I '
1
I
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It is cvident from the above table that higher
cducation has come to Chandrabhag. But edu-
cation at Chandrabhag is far from the ideal gf
“ practice  and  theoretical  study combined .
* Practice and theoretical study 7, as Dr. A. E.
Morgan, Chairman of the U.S. Tennessce Trust
ahd Member of the Government of India Uni-
versities Commission, 1949, observed, ™ are like
the blades of a pair of scissors.  Neither blade
is good for cutting by itscll. but they cut by
being in contact with cach” other. ('on\'cnllox_m,l
cducation, by and large. was like scissors with
only one blade, that of theoretical education .
The need for a technical school is sorcly felt at
Chandrabhag. There are plenty of young boys
at the village who do not show any aptitude for
academic studics.  Had there  been an institute
for vocational and/or technical education in _thc
village, these loc# brains could be put to action
to the ultimate benefit of both the boys and the
village.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

West Bengal Panchayat Act 1956 has intro-
duced rural Zlcmocrucy in West Bengal. Th;s
rural democracy is in tune with the democratic
decentralisation principle accepted by the Gov-
ernment  of India in  the posl-lpdcpen(‘lcn‘cc
period. This rural  democracy is hicrarchicaily
organised with Gram Sabha at the buse. The
Gram Sabha, consisting of all  persons in  the
village enfisted as voters in the State, elect the
Gram  DPanchavats. These  Gram Paachavats
sent their representatives to the  Anchal Pan-
chavat but a member of the Anchal Panchavat
cannot function simultancously as an  Anchal
Panchavar member and a member of the Gram
Panchavat.  An Anchal means o region  and
several such regions go to make a Biock. The
Development Officer at the Block or the B.D.O..
working under National Extension Service and
Community Projects Admmlstr‘tmon, supervises
and guides the activities of the Gram and Anchal
Panchavats.

Panchavati Government under the democratic
decentralisation  scheme  was  introduced  in
Chandrabhag in May 1964, At present there are
fiftecen members of the Gram Panchavat .,  the
caste position of the members of the Panchayar
is nine Brahmins, two Kayasthas and four
Muhisyas. In the Anchal Panchayar there are
four members who had been returned froml f.hc
village Chandrabhag.  Here the caste  position
of the members of the Anchal Panchayat is rather
well-balanced. two from the Brahmins, one of cach
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from Kayastha and  Mahisya  castes.  The
Adhyaksha of the Gram Panchayar 1+ Brahmia
by cuaste, while the Upadhyaksha is o Mahisya.

TABLE 41
VIEMBER> OF THE (RAM PANCITAYAT
Naue Prosition Caste
bt Bbenadhoan Mukbeeiee iyl sia Brabmi.
2 osantosh Kaanar Vs U pud fyaksdo Mahisyva
3 osankar Ch Chatto-
padhraya Mewmler Lrahirin

1 .. bharat Chandra ., »
S . balaram ]hnulopudhynya v
M o Reshah Clidia o, (S1) . »
T . ocial Chapdha - N I
S L Goodkrishne Bhadta.

claryya

Y . Tarapada Bhownik o
iX .. Murarimohan Mukho-

pé\(”l".‘ﬂ‘\"’} »» .
11 , Bhinbataran Porui " Mahisya
I L Rurari AMohan . s s
13 .0 Shiv Charan Manna e vy
1t o Banddm Chanera Das ’ Kayastha
15 , Panchanan Sarlar

TABLE 42

MEMBUR: OF THY ANCHAL PANCHAYAT
FROM CHANDRABHAG

Name Caste
ShriKeshal €1 Bandopadhivaya (Jr.)  Brahmin

2 < S Mukbovadhvava

CTashar Ranti Gliosh Navastha

.. Badal Chandva Adak Mahisya

The Gram Punchayat has  not yet siarted func-
tioning properly but people are very willing  to
have it. Political  consciousness  is  also very
strong in the village : Congress, Forward Block,
Communist Party. R.S.P. all have their holdings
among the villagers. But, by and large, Con-
eress is deminating the village politics.  There is
one Coneress MLLLAL from this village.  During
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the election of 1967 there had a keen contest be-
tween a Congress candidate and a Communist
one. 'The Congress candidate became successful,
i.c., the sitting M.L.A. could not be unscated.  The
Gram Panchayat is expected to function well as
the people of the village, literate and illiterate,
take an active interest in the working of the
Panchayar.  As the village is a single commu-
nity village, Parchayat is  less pr()l;c to  com-
munal hazards. Both the Adhvaksha and
Upadhyaksha are aware of the needs of the  vill-
age. A move bas alrcady been made toward
improvement  of inter-village communication
establishment of a post-ollice and a wcll-oquip:
ped dispensary in the village. -

Pl:lOl' to the establishment of the Panchayar,
N.E.S. Block was catering to the needs of the
v1ll_ag;s in the Block. The Block has supplied
building loans, fertilisers and chemiculs o the
agr[cultur1§ts. books to the local library and
vadio recetvers to the girls” schools and also  to
}l}e community  centre  in - the  village.
Fhere arc  two  Village Level Workers,
one ‘Gl'(lll'l Sevak and  one  Gram  Sevika
at  Chandrabhag to cenquire into  the  sociul
requirements of the villagers and they act as a
h\alson between the B.D.O. and the villagers.
The N.ES. has also extended loans to the co-
operative associations in the ncighbourhood  of
Chandrabhag. There is one co-operative society
of the makers of conch shell bangles at Antilla.
At Chandrabhag, therc is a  distinct move for
opening of consuiners’” co-operative stores.  The
Block Development  Officer, Bagnan Block LI,
has also promised a free land for football play-
ing to the young boys of Chandrabhag. At pre-
sent they have nv play-ground and they have to
go to a different village for their football games.

THE LIBRARY

_ The Sreekrishna Village Public Library con-
stitutes the hub of the village. It was establish-
ed in 1920 and it is being improved and extend-
ed ever since. The present Pucca building of
the library is newly built for about five ycars.
Before that  the books were accommodated  in
the house of a local gentleman. Now the library
has building of its own. Though it is a village
library, it has, nevertheless. a good collection of
old and new books. An old file of Sambad
Pravakar, pub'ished by Sri Iswar Chandra Gupta
in the fifties of the last century, is a proud
possession of Srcekrishna Pathagar at Chandra-
bhag. There are also a few books  which are
more than hundred years old. They include :

(1) stazanda ¥fonty ( q1ata4a s uy)

(it) Aatash ex1—by ggm9m Fritamta
(d1atadd sr L)

(1) 1912t —by 11tz agtam prrmama
(#7139 2w e)

(iv) Encyclopaedia  Bengalensis by Krishna-
mohan Bunerjee (ed) 1840

(V) bIzaa 2 gz —by gaeda arwntAtaita
(FlaH 2 Sooa)

The library subscribes to a number of dailics.
weeklies  and  monthly journals.  Newspapers
arc read in the reading room  of the library
while books are loaned out. There is a great
demand of light literature  among the students
and literate elderly women of the village. The
Library has also a radio sct which Iends attraction
to the library. Most of the youngmen between
the age-group 22-32 are service holders at Cal-
cutta or at Howrah and, nccessarily, commuters.
After their day’s labour and toil in the city they
feel it refreshing to get together in the  Library
and amuse themselves with chats and_ jokes.
During the time of the last General Election it is
reported, there used to be quite a crowd in the
Library to listen to the radio news. Today, onc
can sce the same crowd, if not more, when cricket
or football games in Calcutta arc being relayed
over the radio. Listeners enjoy but iheir enjoy-
ment is sometimes marred by occasional short
fall of dry battery. Since there is no electric
connection in the village, one has to operate a
radio with dry battery cells.

Apart from the Sreckrishna Library, there is
another “learned’ association at Chandrabhag ;
it is called Chandrabhay  Saraswat  Samiti. It
was cstablished in 1910 by the enthusiastic mem-
bers of the village. Onc of them was the late
K. P. Mukherjee. He was cducated at  the
Presidency College as carly as 1896,  After his
graduation he scttled at Chandrabhag and was
taken up with many literary and social activitics.
The Saraswat Samitiaims at literacy  activitics
and research. It also collected a “few manu-
scripts in Bengali from the neighbouring villages.
At the present moment, the Sumiti, though not
defunct, had to shed many of its activitics. Its
p]acc has, mostly, been taken by the Youth Wel-
fure and Recreation  Club, established in 1957,
The *felt need” of such a club is understood by
the quick and ready response by the young and
old alike, of the village. The club has got four
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wings, athletic, dramatic, social and recreational
and literary. There is an annual sports mecet of
the club and it is performed 10 all grandeur.
Friendly football matches are played  between
Chandrabhag cleven and the players of other
villages. A very significant featurc of the
annual sports is this that not iny‘ the young
boys and girls but also the Adibasi (Tribal) h(?)f
and girls join freely in the sports. They are
also encouraged by special prizes.

Special  celebrations like Rabindra .la_yun‘t./,‘
Sarat Smriti Udjapan, Vivekananda .S‘alurmxx'lu‘l\z
Udjapan arc taken up by the social and ‘rg“(cr.ca-
tional wing of the Youth Welfare and Recreation
Club. Dramatic performances arc also 'thcrg.
but they are rather infrequent. _Thcrc l':sl» 1‘1:)
regular tcam of amatcur —actors 1 the vil uge.
nor there is any regular stage. During l)'mgfl
and Kali Pujas cal boys and girls, sometimes,

stage a drama ; but there is no rcgularity in i_t:
Thore is usually no great fuss over local ?l‘(]))'s
his

and girls taking roles in the same druma. ’
is definitely a streak of heterodoxy —1nan
orthodox, Brahmin dominated village.

The literary wing of the Y. W. & R. Club
encourages various hterary activitices by lhc‘wll-
agers at Chandrabhag and ulso'by 9[hcrs. (;ucsit
speakers consisting  of University  teachers,
fitterateurs, are often invited to speak on popular
subjects. Essay competition, debate  competi-
tion are also arranged by the Club.

However wcll-meaning the Youth Welfure
and Recreation Club might have been. it could
not make any arrangement for the clderly ladies
in the village. Chandrabhag Social Education
Centre for women fulfils, to some cxtent, .t!'ac
needs of women in the village. 1t was cstablish-
od in 1957 with a local lady at its charge. In
the beginning, response Wwds not very 4g0“)»dvt;:]n.
at the present moment thcrc is quite a S‘llut_lr]L:
number of  participants i the centre. j.l.
participants are given lessons in tznl.ormg, Cimb'r]('~1-
dery and ncedle work. canc-work, and :1 5(;
lessons in 3 R's. The centre has no buxldl_ng 0
its own and has, necessarily, 10 be housed in the
building of the library. Naturully, (_hf: ‘cicnlrf
has to adjust its activitics with the working 10[!}15‘
of the library, ic.. the centre opens during »‘:f
time of the day when the library remains closc :
Usually. the library 1s open from 8-30 A.M. ‘t(i
12 noon and from 7 P.M. to 10-30 PM. The
social cducation centre works from 2 PM. to
5.30 P.M. Most of the houscwives arc free dur-

ing the period.

Chandrabhug people, it appears, are getting
more and more music-minded. Two  schools,
exclusively for music in the village, prove the
love for music there. Of the two. one is very
new but the other is about cight years old.  The
older ong, called Bhupendra Sangit Sikshakendra.
was started in 1958 and was having its music
classes at the house of the present M.L.A. from
the villuge. Modern as well as classical music
arc taught there. Classes are held. usually, on
Saturday cvenings and Sunday mornings by
music teachers coming from Calcutta. Tagore
songs too are in  greal demand in the village.
The fees charged at the Bhupendra Sangit
Sikshakendra for music lessons is rupees ten  a
month. Counsidering the financial standard  of
the village, the fee seems a bit high but guar-
dians of prospective brides would bear it without
much demur.  Recently, another  Dunce Music
Academy called Murchhana ( :@ﬂ] ) has been
started at Bagnan. Teaching of dance 1s an
added attraction.  Since girls know that a good
dancer is appreciated, they are inflating, more
and more. the roll strength  of  Murchana.,
Murchhana is also run by artists  coming from
Calcutta.

There are quite a few aspirants in music in
the villuge,  They come to Caleutta during the
week-ends to get music lessons at reputable music
schools like Gitabitan and/or  Dakshini. Girls
of Chandrabhag who have shown some profi-
ciency in music or in dance are often invited as
guest artist at the cultural functions in a neigh-
bouring village. They feel, obviously, flattered
at this quick rccognition of thetr merit.

Other community activities include observ-
ance of 23rd January or the Birth Day of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, 26th January. the Repub-
lic Day and 15th August. the Independence Day.
Military Drill, Saluting the National Flag, March
Pust. these are the items which arce included in
the celebration.  Almost all the members of the
village men. women and children, participate in
the celebration.

Onc of the most important community acti-
vittes  of the village is the community  dinner
exclusively for the [adies of the village. This
community dinner usually takes place on  the
full-moon day of the month of Bhadra (August-
September).  The reason of this observance is
unknown,  Since it 1s performed every year with
all its sanctity. it serves as a  great cementing
bond among the women-folk of the village.
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RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE

Chandrabhag has legion gods and goddesses,
both of the hicratic and non-hicratic order. |he
presiding deity of the village is Chandrai having
his abode at Chandratala, under an old, banyan
tree. There is no anthropomorphic  figure ~ of
Chandrai, but as is usual with ull village godlings,
a few biggish pebbics, besmirched  with Ver-
milion, constitute the daily  Chandrabhag may
also be called the village of Siva temples as there
are thirieen Siva temples in the village.  In spitc
of this multiplicity of Siya temples in the village,
people cannot be called to be belonging to tbhc
Saiva sect, in the formal sense of the term.  Nor
dq they belong exclusively to cither  Siva  or
Bishnu or Sakti cults. Most of the villagers arce
Saktas but in their domestic puntheon they wor-
ship  Narayan. in all his various  forms vz,
Narayan, — Sridhar, Janardan, and  Damodaru,
and Laksmi, the consort of Narayvan. The usual
symbol of Narayun or Vishnu is a black, roun-
dish stone. It is called tiye Saiagram Sila  and
15 very sucred indeed : Laksmi s represented
by a small cluy or brass anthropomorphisc
figurine. This anthropomorphic figure is modol-
led, more often than not, according to the des-
cripion of Laksmi given i the Sashiras.,  the
sacred texts of the Hindus. In the Shendapuran
we find this description of the goddess Laksmi.

fZads a4t <fidt: zaqazgygy
BER fBaemils 2oaf i ws ezt

IR fagmi fraddne «if
fArmtas: 78 7ie Tirmptstyatian

Bfuss dols are wiso used for Sridhar. Damodar,
Gadadhar.

Besides these gods of the hieratic order of
the Hindu panticon, there are lesser gods and
goddesses, mostly belonging (o the shrine of the
folk. This folk puntheon includes Manasa,
Chandi,  Ghantakarna, It Thakur, Dharna
Thakur,  Sitala.  Dakshin  Rai.  Panchananda
Thakur. Morcover, there are a number of
pscudo religious festivals and fairs in the village.
These festivals and fairs are cood media of inter-
village communications and are also a great
ccononiic aid.

It is difficult, from what we have known of
the village, to disavow the intense religious over-
tone in the social structure of the village. The
thirtecen Siva temples are but proofs of the
religiosity of their founders. The temples were

established by the  Chatterjees of  the villuge
about two hundred and {illy years ago. Thougn
the temples are inan absotutely dilapidaicd condi-
uon  now, the worship however, has not  been
given up. The responsibility  of  worshipping
devolves, by rota, on the  present scions of the
Chatterjee. the founding  father of tie temples.
There s a beliel among the focal peopie or thie
village that the Siva dicty 1s very living (2149
and 1t is only for him that the people of the
village arc able o withstand adyerse social and
ceonowmic onslaughts.  There is uwlso a Adi
temple in the village. The aimual KNali Puju s
held in o this temple. The annual worship  of
Durga, Laksmi, Saraswati, Jagatdhatrr, the prin-
cipal deities of tihe Hindu pantheon is performed
on a  comumunity basis.  The worship  of
Sarasiwai, the goddess of lcarnig. s, however.
the special preserve of the students of the vill-
age. It s held in all the schaols, sccondary and
primary, of the villuge.  Besides, the local com-
munily centre has, ol faie, been rather active in
perforning the worship oif Swraswati.  Another
Puja is ol great aitraction to the clderly and the
young alike is the worship of Viswakarma, the
presiding deity ot arts and crults.  On the Puja-
day. kite-flying constitutes onc of the most 1m-
portant festive item. Hundreds of kites arc 1o
be scen in the shy on the Puja day. Children and
the elderly people alike enjoy this kite-flying.

Besides the annual  worship of the sclected
gods and goddesses of the Sanskritic Hm('luism.
there are irregular.  mon-recurrent  worship  of
various gods and goddesscs connected with Tocal
customs, traditions and usages. In accounting
for the worship of thesc lesser godiings one has
to take into account the geographicil situation
of the arca, viz., the district of Howrah.

Onc of the local gods of Chandrabhag and
of the district of Howrah is  Dakshinrai, his
image is rather peculiar o warrior scated on a
tiger. This shows that Dukshinrai is considered
as the deity of the tiger.  There is another deity
~Kalurai and he is supposed to  be presiding
god ol the crocodile.  Though at the present
monent anthropomorphic images of Dakshinrai
and Kalwai are not 1o e found in abundance in
the district, their influence dies hard. They uare
worshipped being embodiced in a pebble or stone
along  with other gods and goddesses  of  the
Hindu pantheon. This preponderance  of the
tiger deity and the crocodile deity may be due to
the fact that the tiger and

’ ] Liger and  other wild animals
abounded in the district is not Very remote past.
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The worship of the tiger and the groc.mh(lic‘fx‘ll]];éy‘
have originated as a sort of rcllgnq‘p? | \le._n rv
against the menace of wild ;mﬂmm]s lll\\,.‘l]f, iger.
the boar, the crocadile etc.  That the district “li(;
covered with dense forest infested  with t\'l*'l
animals had amply been supported by g}"o‘l(‘)y‘cfn_
evidences. It is stated in the district (J‘II/ALFl‘L»'II.
Howrah by E. S. S. O'Malley, that Al dl(tiuli)‘\‘:
of 30 feet below the surface. Q. about 1) et
below sca levels, beds of peat with wood \»u:
found, which indicate the existence of "mu%:;
land surfaces. The wood in the upper -[?C‘ll. bh(x‘
was examined and found to be of two kinds. ”;,R_
of which was recognised as belonging 10 “1 e
Sundri tree (Heriticra littor alis). thICh grq’\\'syl‘n‘
abundance on the muddy flats of the (:q%gsf
delta, while the other was probub]y tl}cumo'trh(;g
a climbing plant, resembling Bn{cdclnlx 0 his
topographical background may dl-bO mrs)hi l..“]
plain the prepondsrance of M()umm w;)] /p. "
the arca. Panchananda alias Pencho m\mf g
another cxample of a local god arising 011_1‘1( \Otba‘
situation of propitiation of wild animals h N Lf,‘
bear. Bear-cult might, in the eradual pr‘ocnss o‘
sanskritisation, have been trzmsformg‘fi. m}x«‘
Panchananda worship or a worship ofﬁslfub t 1;
great god of the Hindu punthcon..‘ Ihe l’c‘t“r
cult of the autochthonces of the dxftml b‘d';‘
acquired mantras chantings cte., onl)— llo ~kb'l'»
cluded in the upper order and to !ook sany nv}xz-
od. A chanting called the chanting of Fan: ta-
nanda is worth quoting here to show the tribal
character of godling :

S RIRIERR Areef et
Tgeiee oF B

gl (w0 crfata 7
T v i syld 4
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In the District Gazetteer  we Ic;n'? Hiu
tradition runs that he (Punchananda \td:\ 1.:
son  of Siva by 1 Konch woman :gml ‘.lml‘ o
account of his low birth, nonc paid him ruih_v-
cnce until he  was  made  master pf ‘mghi;( l'\-
cases ™. The author of ihe Panchali (€ h:l‘l‘lt.‘n,f:.\)
of Panchananda has given the following descrip-
tion of the doings of Panchananda :
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It 1s evident from the above chantings that
magic,  cxorcism, ghosts, demonology  etc.,
characterise the worship of Panchananda deity.
Even today, at the place of worship of the
Panchananda in the village, on Saturdays and
Tuesdays, a seance is held by a woman and she
is empowered by the godling to forecast about
the future of people of the village. In villages,
post-puerperal tetanus cases of children are still
believed to have been the execution of Pancha-
nanda. Such ailments have a local name
Penchoi Pawa i.c., one possessed by Penchio or
Panchananda.

There are also goddesses who are revered and
worshipped because of their power over diseases,
specially,  small-pox and  cholera;  Basantu
Chandi is the presiding deity of small-pox and
Olai Chandi 1s that of cholera. Busanta Chandi
is also known as mother Sitala. Sitala  or
Basanta Chandi has no temple of her own.
Usuully she has no image and she is worshipped
under a tree just outside the village boundary.
Shc is invoked in an earthen ware (a water pot)
in licu of an idol and worshipped as the symbol
of the deity and then worshipped. Sometimes,
very rarely though, a temple of Basanta Chandi
or Sitala is found and a full-fledged anthro-
pomorphic deity is also there. This image is
usually an image of a goddess seated on a don-
key, a broom in one hand and a winnowing fan
as a halo of the deity.  Such images are extreme-
ly diilicult to find, except only very rarcly onc
or two such deitics could be discovered. Ac-
cording to the report of the Archacological Sur-
vey of Mayurbhanj Vol. I, p.xcv8, we know that
such an image was discovered at Badshahi, a
village in Mayurbhanj. At Chandrabhag or in
its neighbourhood no such image was seen at the
time of investigation.

Another godling presiding over small-pox and
chicken-pox or any other skin disease is Ghenti
or Ghantakarna. He is held to be the consort
of mother Sitala. That Ghentu does not belong
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to the hieratic order of deitics can be imagined
from the chant of origin of Ghentu or Ghanta-
karna.

&7 %7 A4 (153 T 3374 |
et wra wftaram wiraa (7w 1
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There is no regular priest for worshipping
Ghantakarna or Ghentu. The worship is per-
formed on the last day of the month of Phaleun
(February-March/15-14) by any woman of any
caste. On the sclected  duy, the image of
Ghentu is prepared by adorning a lump of cow-
dung pasted on the outer curve of a  concave
earthen bowl, with cowries (shells) and Ghentu
(clvcez{endron infortunation) flowers. A saffron
cloth is sprecad over the thing and then it s
brought to a place where three roads of the
village meet.  Then with the chant
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the carthen pot is broken asunder with a stout
cudgel. This means that with the breaking of
the pot, the potency of the deity too, is destroyed.

Apart from the Ghentu and Sitala Puja,  a
community Situla worship ( atzataifg ) is per-
formed in Chandrabhag cvery ycar on the full
moon day in the month of Magh (January-
February).  On this occasion, the goddess, being
carried in a litter ( gfq ). is brought to the
village. The bearers shout that the mother god-
dess has madec her appearance in the village and
must she be propitiated. 1t then devolves oo
the whole village to perform the Puja jointly, on
a community buasis.

An account of Chandrabhag will be unrepre-
sentative, indeed. if we fail to mention Mota-
pukur. The legend goes that a dip in the Mota-
pukur will cure all ailments. Thousands and
thousands of men and women, from far and ncar.
come to the Motapukur for a dip. Every Sun-
day people suffering aitments will come and take
a dip. After they have done it, they will fasten
their wearing apparel on a tree near the Mota-
pukur. This custom of fastening a picce  of
cloth for some desired object, is to be found not
only in the district of Howrah butalsoin other
parts of India. In a few places of Murshidabad.
a piece of cloth, dipped in turmeric pastc watcr.
is fastened with a Bat or Shaora tree to stave off

the attack of cholera and small-pox. At the
Darga of Pirsaheh at Nekurshini in Midnapore,
a red cloth is fastened against ghosts, demons cte.
In the district of Bankura, instead of picce  of
rag, an earthen horse is dedicated. This sort of
cloth-offering and horsc-offering  has very little
sanction in the sacred texts of the Hindus. On
the contrary, such customs arc rife among the
non-sanskritic tribal  people of India. The
macrocosm of the district of Howrah with its
microcosm Chandrabhag has rctained many of
the folk customs and beliefs. This is reflected
in the thousand and one hicratic worships.

There is also a continuous flow of fairs and
festivals in and around the village Chandrabhag.
Fairs and festivals make for the meeting ground
of many religions and many cultures, of idcas
and design, of crafts and motifs from far and
near. Within a radius of 4/5 miles of the vill-
age Chandrabhag, there are the following annual
fairs drawing thousands of people from neigh-
bouring  villages. Rathajatra at  Khanjadapu
Kalidaha ; Gajan at Baidyanathpur; Vim Eka-
dashi at Radhapur; Charak at Mugkalyan and
SO on.

Soila is another festival of the village under
survey and also of the ncighbouring villages. In
the months of Falgun and Chaitra, at the
“Than of the village gods or goddesses, Soila
festival is performed. Ritual friendship is onc of
the important terms of Soila festival. Friendship.
as a sociological category, has been accepted and
acclaimed in all socictics, primitive and modern.
In primitive and unsophisticated socicties ritual
{riendship is cstablished with great cclat.  In the
Soile or friendship establishing  festival at  the
village Chandrabhag one can also scc great pomp
and splendour.  Worship of the villuee deitics.
community picnic, Bhasangan or the éong 4550~
ciated with Manasamangal. burning of incense
all these accompany the Soila festival. At the
time of ritual establishment of friendship, spe-
'leily 'among women, t_hc following song is sung
Would"garland cach other.ond a0 omen

_garld sac er and become friends :
there is no restriction of caste in this sociological
category.  The song of Soila -

TECAT 4T3 A 7A@ T,
AF A GTA (A, T 97 At A |
A 47 A ATTA rA v 2fy g

b S -
AZAT A AT oA, HBow s fere fotry |

SOCIO-CULTURAL LIFE 8]

41 4G 4y Aty ATT AT 2D 5T |
Toraq St FA AAig $i 4Ty e

7' wErare (A fars Piga efa e il
;5% yiraa o 1 =fE a7 4i7a7 4% |

qBrag AtEt 1% cod# e AR a4l w7 11
orag ST FA Ay e FHECS A
atata ara Fia Aifacs 4 At CrEAE
qin <liry T (@ (SgA i AT

w7 Iy (il TOA 0y A AL

A0 v’ 4F pre el Ty A
w% wErars (oA Ad FA {AArT
#37aa FAa gia, 7 Al AE |

% sErarT crla fars @ TE ane il

Chandrabhag has its village deity at (;hdndru-
tala. Chandrai is the Gramdevata of Chandra-
bhag. Hc has no image ;_he 18 rc_p.rcscntcii1 ht?y
three pebblcs, smeared with vermilion an as
his abodc under a big banyan tree. 1:I_ns con-
sccrated place is called .Clmndrarulq._ Ihg“ \.'l]!-
age deity or *the collective local divine cabinct
which has the affairs of the community under
charge” is a symbol of unity of the village. The
village deity or the Gramdevata is to be found
all over India and has morc or less, the samc
characteristic features all over India. The belicf
that the village deity is the guardian of the vill-
age is so much ingrained among the villagers
that in some villages of Bengal. clay horses or
wooden horses arc offered to the deity. The
idea is to help the deity g0 around the vitlage
casily and keep greater vigil over the village. In
the ritual propitiation of the village deity, yl.t ‘15
belicved, the integrity of the village is obtamcg.
It is the occasion when the villagers cng%xgc_ )m_
concerted symbolic action and forget lhc\ b.xrriulrs
of caste and sex. The atmosphere of co-opera-
tion is further heightened by cnjoining §on{c res-
triction on the villagers. Such I'CS(rlCFlOIlS. ina)‘
range from avoidance of some food to abstinence

in sexual life even.

In the worship of Chairdrai, the Gramde vatd
of Chandrabhag. similar procgdurcs as w;l_i iz(;
strictures ~ obtain. Chandrai 1S worishl;;’pgzt
twentyfour hours throughout the yca‘ri n ‘u:
in the living memory of }hc \’l”.llflul's. no oxk
has ever scen Chandrai w‘lthout his ochr{x1g. -
lamp is always there at Chandratala as a mar

of people’s devation to the deity.

Apart from this daily worship of the village
deity, there is onc annual worship of the deity.
This annual cecremony is, again, pcculiar. This
annual cercmony is performed on the full moon
day in thc month of Bhadra (August-September).
It "is a ladics’ day of Chandratala. Al the
women of the village assemble at Chandratala ;
they perform the necessary rites. After the
Puju, there is a community dinner, in which
every one including Brahmins and Sudras parti-
cipate. This absence of the restrictive features
is nothing peculiar to Chandrabhag. Accounts
from other parts of India make out a similar
picture, i.e., the privileged position of the low
castes and the non-Brahmin in the ritual of vill-
age deities. M. N. Srinivas in his community
study among the Coorgs of South India has
shown how effectively different caste co-operate
during the ritual of the village deity (vide Reli-
gion and Socicty among the Coorgs p. 44-i). S.
C. Dube finds the same co-operation among the
different castes in the village  Shamirpet (vide
Indian Village p. 116).

The vituals and  festivals  in o the  village
thus. scem to be inextricably connected with the
felt-needs of preserving life, a prosperous liveli-
hood, instincts of sclf-preservation, an adjust-
ment with the fellow-being and with the village
as a whole.

Transformation. howcever, is taking place in
all spheres of rural life including the spheres of
religton. As the village is gradually getting
cconomically unstable, religious  rites are  also
becoming fewer and fewer.  Community worship
or Barwari Puja is also becoming less frequent,

ATTITUDL TO SOCIAL CHANGL

Some major trends are discernible in siructure
of rural socictics vis-a-viy the structure of urban
socictics. The trends may be briefly stated  as
follows “ (i) The rapid transformation of the
agrarian socicty from the subsistence-based tradi-
tional society to a market-based, project orient-
ed. commercialised agrarian  scctor of the total
Indian society ; (ii) the rapid introduction by the
Government of modern urban techniques and
devices to completely transform the  existing
loose, scattered and  underdeveloped  colonial
agrarian economy into a well-knit compact onc
and its organic integration into the total national
cconomy : (iii) attempts by the Government  to
climinate some of the classes while at the same
time strengthcning or creating another group of
classes in agrarian India and (iv) the emergence
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of a complex network of various assoctation and
institutions within the agrarian  society having
close links with and being shaped by urban -
flucnces ™.

Chandrabhag, a small village in West Bengal
has definitely been caught in the plexus of the
changes indicated above. Along with the ccono-
mic survey, a social survey in the pattern of an
opinion survey was also taken up. The object
of this opinion survey was to ascertain the awarc-
ness of the villagers belonging to different caste-
groups about social legislations in the country,
caste prejudice, laws of tenancy legislation, cont-
munity development projects and so on and their
reaction to governmental activitics. 1t was found
that the villagers are mostly aware of the social
legislations  that have recently been passed  in
India. They arc critical of the policy of the
Government regarding the construction of multi-
purposc  hydel projects like the DV.C. The
villagers are also not in one with the Government
regarding its land reform measures. This oppo-
sition  comes, however, from the landowning
classes and not from the landless classes.
The villagers are critical also of the Community
Development  measures and the Block  Oilices.
About the Gram Sevak and the Gram Sevika the
villagers have taken a very neutral attitude.
Thesc are all very significant changes for a vill-
age like Chandrabhag. Normally, viilagers in
other arcas of India arc not always quite aware
of social legislations and what is going on in the
society. They would rather co-operate with the
authorities that be in the village. Chandrabhag
secms to be an exception and this is duc to the
fact that, for thc last hundred ycars, Chandra-
bhag had becn exposed to some extrancous in-
fluences. Chandrabhag had maintained a close
liaison with Calcutta, the most important metro-
politan city of India. It has already been noted
that a village litterateur published a poem in the
Sambad Pravakar as early as 1859. There was
also a gentleman in the village who was &
student of the Presidency College as carly as
1892. He graduated from the college in 1896
For the last hundred vears Brahmins and Kayas-
thas of this village have taken up jobs in  the
agency houses and  big  mercantile establish-
ments, educated their children in the proper way
while leaving their families back at the village.
They served as reference groups to the other
members of the village and the ** demonstration
effect” played its due role.

There has been change in the food-habit.
clothing, footwear and so on. Fifty years ago.

tea was o luxury for the majority of the house-
holds.  But, today. during the present investiga-
tion, it wus found that 98 per cent of the house-
holds take tea. It is the most popular beverage
in the village. The  villagers also gave a logic
for their preicrence of tea o any other  drink.
“You don't have o cat much if you take a glass
of strong tca ™. By strong tea they mcant the
infusion in which tca has  been brewed for  a
longer time than usual.  Such an infusion has
more tanain content in it and it makes one fecl
less hungry.

Not only tea, villagers now seem to have dis-
covered unother addicion and that s fiquor.  {t
is  said that there are many seeret breweries,
specially in the quarter of the  Mahisyas and
other low castes, at Mirzapur unit of Chandra-
bhag g, Drinking and sclling ot tlus coun-
try-liquor are cqually strong at Migzapur. They
do not feel any gualm of conscience,  whatso-
ever.

Demand for education is another important
social chunge. Education of girls is no longer
considered as instrumental to widowhood.  The
age of marriage of girls has risen considerably.
Late marriage of boys and girls is now a rule
rather than exception.  Dowry has remained in
spitc of all cfforts by the philanthropic bodics
and govcrnmcntzll legislation.

Custe also dies hard among the villagers  of
Chandrabhag. Caste has two major props-com-
mensality and  coninubium. Commensality  or
interdining is less rigid now  with the viliugers
than comnubium (the rule of marriage). At the
time of investigation, all the different  caste
groups cxpressed the opinion that they would
prefer to marry within their  respective castes.
None of the Brahmin houscholds showed any
feeling of relaxation about caste rules. The
Mahisyas gave the opinion that caste was divine-
ly ordained and therefore should be maintained.
“Just imagine, me  a Mahisya marrying the
Babu's daughter ™ Babu's daughicr mcans bride
from a high caste Tamily. Only onc Kayastha
familics out of 27 familics expressed  in his
opinion of caste that regulations of caste  were
quite immaterial to him,

Except Kuivarty, Tili, Karmakar and Dhoba.
all other custe peoples are aware of social legis-
lations in  India.  About 97 per cent. of  the
Brahmin households. were aware of the Hindu
Marriage Bill, the recent changes in the law  of
adoption and succession.  But Brahmins scemed
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very very reluctant to give mariicd daugiters d
portion of the family property. dhe Ruyasthd
nouscholds too were conversant with the 1iems
of social Icgistations that tave been recetily piss:
ed in India. Out of a total of 27 houschoids
heads of 22 Kayastha  houscholds — Kiew that
there had been a change in the law of anseritanes
by the Hindus, change in the  law of adoption
and also in the law of succession and inheritaiee.
A more or less conscrvative outlook wus inans-
fested in the conversation with some of tiw ment
bers of Kayastha caste.

The Mahisyas and the other anaillaty castes
have also  exhibited a sort of conservatism i
their dealing of the caste guestion. \\‘“,l.lc 1y
arc in the village. they are not very wabitiz o
flout any of the caste regulations. When ques-
tioned what would they do il theri sons muried
in diffcrent gastes,  they repiied  that sucit 4
situation is to be tolerated. A son cannot b
forsaken or given up. The Muhisyus and other
occupational castes  showed a bit of ngmlm}l
regarding the question of inhentance of father's
property by the daughter, married or otherwise.
“ 11 the law is like that then we aiust lkne o
follow it ”—this is how they answered the uery.
The villagers showed genune rivrest apout he
problem of family planning. len to difteen
years ago any discussion on this subject would
have been impossible. Toduy. houscwives ex-
pressed eagerness to control  family.  But they
were  handicapped by the abscnce of  proper
family planning clinic. Sixty per ceat. of house-
wives at Chandrabhag also expressed the fechng
that some one should explain “things ™ to them
before they go in for birth control. At present.
there are many social and religio-psychologicai
predispositions against the policy of birth control.
The willingness of the housewives to acceed Lo
the idea of fanuly planning 18 u treimendous
social change.

Menfolk too arc painfully awarce of the neees-
sity of planncd parenthood.  Fewer ivas and
greater spacing of thent s T
feature with the modern  parents at Chandra-
bhag. They are also aware that bringing up of
children is more oncrous than what tt was beird.
The enlightened, commuting scction of the males
of Chandrabhag need no tutoring about Fauily
planning. It is only for the less privsleged see-
tion that a clinic of family planmng s neces-
sary. Of course, there is u great antipathy for
sterilization among the males of this scccon.

The idea of trim living with a small family is
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gradually geiting hold of the young couples at
Chandrabhag. ‘Trim living is also expressed in
the way the housewives dress, the names they
give their children to, and in attending functions
Iike Rabindrajayanti or Saratjayanti.  These are
occasions of sombre celebration ; nevertheless,
songs of Tagore have appeal to the village ladies.
At the tme of investigation, names of two
ciildren at a Mahisya houschold appeared very
unusual vis-¢-vis the names of their siblings with
old fushioned names. The unusual names were
Rujarshi and Devarshi. When asked where did
the housewife get thosc names ?-—the reply was
“why, do I not listen to the radio 7 You know,
we have got a transistor set and everyday we
fisten to it from 12-30 pm. to 3 pain”

Transistor sets had been, so to say. ubiquit-
ous. In a small village like Chandrabhag there
arc about 30 radios, transistor sets and crystal
sets.  They are no decorations, villagers listen to
radios avidly and the daily radio news keep
them aware of local and international happen-
ngs.

The village public library also serves a pur-
veyor of news and views about things concerning
the village and the country as a whole. Quite a
few news-papers, specially Bengali newspaper
are subscribed by the  villager. The library
keeps English dailics published from Calcutta.

To take an overall picture of the village. it
can be said that the fundamental character of
the village community is fast changing into
something new. The changes have followed the
metiods which sociologisis like Sims mentioned
viz., the Persuasive mwethod (i) Demonstrative
method (i) the Compulsory mcthod (iv) the
Mcthod of social pressure  (v)  the  Contract
method and the Educational method.

Chandrabhag is, as it was noted during in-
vestigation, not a static village. It has been
kept lively and vivacious by continuous flow of
new ideas and institutions, some borrowed, some
indigenous. Easy access to  Calcutta has sup-
plicd the village this e¢lan and the contributions
of the commuting public is no less significant.
Had they showed escapism instcad of feeling
some oneness, Chanrdabhag would have been
reduced to a fossilized existence long ago. In
their  enthusiasm to find out "glory that was
Howrah ™ they are also turning their aitention to
this  small  village. Of this small group of
‘revivalists ',  Sri Tarapada Santra  will  be
remembered with affection and gratitude by one
and all.
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1 Supdt., Printing and Stationery, Queens Road
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3 (,‘B-:ﬁlp:rmtur's Book I)cpot 5/32, Ahmed Sailor B}(lg,, '
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20 The Book Depository, 4/1, Mndan Street (1st Floor) (Resl‘)
21 Seientific Book Agency, Netaji Subhas Road (Rost..
22 Reliance Trading Co.,17/1 Danku Bi} o
teliance Trarling / hari Ghose Lane, Dlr. et
23 [ndian Book Dist.Co,, 6512, Mahatma Gandif Road | (R;{: i
CALICUT ~Touring Book Shll \ R . (Res .J'



CHANDIGARH—
1 Supdt.,Govt. Printing and Stationery, Punjab.

Jain Law Agency, Flat No. 8, Sector No. 22 , . . {Rex)
Rama News Agency, Bookseller, Sector Nu. L2, (Re:" )
Universal Book Store, Booth 25, 8ector 22 by . : (11;.)
English Book Shop, 34, Sector£2 1, . . (I(e-l%.
Mehta Bros., 16-Z, Sector 22 B . . . : (Re‘t.))
Tandan Book Depot, Shopping Centre, Semor 16 . : (Rc;t‘)
Kailash Law Publishers, Sector22 B . . (]:n;'t.)

[F RS IS

CHHINDWARA —The Yerma Book Depot , {Rest.)

COCHIN —saraswat Corporation Ltd., Paltiarakuyv Koad

. (Reyg,
CUTTACK—
Press Oflicer, Orissa Sectt.
Cuttack Law Times . (Leg.)
. 0 g.

Prabhat K. Mahapatra, Mangulabng, P.B. 35
D.P. Sur & Sons, Mangalabag
5 Utkal Stores, Balu Bazar .

DEHRADUN-—
1 Jugal Kishore & Co., Rajpur Road . (Ke
g National News Agency, Paltan Bazar . s “:;:i
4 Bishan Singh and Mahendra Pal8ingh 318 Chukluwals, iy
singh, 318, Chukhuwals .
4 Utam Pustak Bhandar, Paltan Bazar ikl (e

. . (Rey.)
* . . . (Rest.)
Y 4 . . . {(Rest.)

o O e

. . . (Rent)
DELHI—

1 J.M.Jaina & Brothers, Morj Gate X (r

2 Atma Ram & Sons, Kashmere Gate . . . eg.)

. - . . (Reg)

3 Federal Law Book Depot, Kashmero Gate (Reg
4 BahriBros., 188, Lajpat Rai Murket (1(:;.;
5 Bawa Harkishan Dass B . \ h
BB, No. 2037, Ahatn Kedara, Chammiion ond " (o)
& Book-Well, 4, Sant NarankariColony, P.B. 1565 ) (R ")
7 lmperial Publishing Co., 3, ¥aiz Bazar, Dary.’\gmlj. : (RZL’-)
8 Metropolitan Book Co., 1, I'aiz Bazar . : (Reb')
9 Publication Centre, Subzimandi . . . | ) (}(c’:v.)

10 Youngman & Co., Nai Sarak . (Reg.)
11 Indian Army Book Depot, 3, Daryaganj . . ‘ (Rey ')
12 All India Educational Supply Co., Shri Ram Bulldings

JYawahar Nagar . . . . Rext.)
13 D}l}au‘\{vutnt\iedical& Law Book House, 15622 lajpnt Rnt. o
arke L
; . . . . . (Rest)
14 Unijversity Book House, 15 ’
Jawahar Nagar . v B Ban;,alo.re noad, (IRest.)

15 Law Literature House, 2640, Bnlimar:m (Rest.)
18 Summer Brothers, P.O, Birla Liues . . . . (Re;it.)
17 Un)i;;nal Book & 8tationery Co., 16, Netaji Subhiash '

g .

. . . (Reg.)
18 B. Nath & Bros,, 3808 Lhnmkhmalnn ((ho\\nl‘m/.nr) (Rest.)
14 Rajkamal Praksshnn P.Ltd., 8, Faiz Bazar . . (Reg. )
20 P;emlfrBookCn ,Printers, Pub\iﬂh(‘r\‘& Bookwncrs,}\'w"\ '

ara . ’ ]

21 Uuniversal Book Truders 80, (,oklmh Mnﬂ.u : ((l:::z))

22 Tech, & Commercial Book Coy., 76, Gokhale Market . (Reg;.)
23 saiax;:’ Law Publishing Co., 1418, (hnhumu Kashmere

. . (Rest.)

24 G.M.Ahuja, Booksellcn& \ta(iomh 300 x-hm Bumr. (Rest,)
256 Sat Narain & Sons, 3141, Mohd. AliRazar, Mori Gate . (Reg.)

2¢ Kitab Mahal{Wholesale Div.) P. Ltd., 28, Fajz Bazar .  (Reg.)

27 Hindu Sahitya Sansar, NaiSarok (](eqt’)
28 Munshi Ram Manohar Lal, Orient p : -
B 1105 O annd 3 'nlBookqelIrrs& Pubii (Rest.)

29 K.L. Seth, Suppliers of Law, Commercial Tech. Books,

Shanti Nagar. Ganeshpura . Rest.)
30 Adarsh Publishing Service, 54/10, Amnn R(md . . {(Rest.)
DHANBAD —~
1 I;ﬂag Co-operative Stores Ltd., P.O. Indlan School of
. . . . . {(Reu.
2 New Bketch Presﬂ Post Box 26 . . (Rest))
DHARWAR—
1 The Agricultural College Consumers Co-op. Soclety . (Ttemt.)

2 TRameshraya Book Depot, Subhas Rond . . . (Rest)

3 Kﬁ{ﬁ'ﬁ“” Sahitya Mandira of Publisher® and Book-
BERNARKULAM—

1 Pal& Co., Cloth Bazar Road . ‘ . . (Rest.)

o South Indta Traders, C/o. Constltatlonallournnl . + (Reg)

(i)

FEROZED .

LR ()/I' PUR— Louiien fook Tiepot, 78, Jhohe Road . (Regy
GAUHATI—Molshnda Pustakoluys (Rey.)
GAYA-——sabitya Sadan, 6 cutunlmdh-\l.xn R (Rey.)
GHAZIABAL - Ju o Bool Aveney : (Rent.)
: (1,]] \1\)111’1 R—Vi- h\\u Vidvaleya Prihs uhnn NukliesRoud  (Rew))
FUDUR--The Gencral Manaser, The N.D.C.Publishing & Ptg,

sSociety Lid, . (Rent.)

(GUN7 i~ Douk Lavers Pr
L n.:r.ltd Rud w6, Ch 4
"‘ "(HI : lr vadrione howrasta (Reg.)
boSupede, Printive o ~iationery, M4

o Tk
2 Lovai Book Depot, ].M::“L” Bavor, Laskhar

. (Regd

M.C.Daftari, Prop. M. Jain & Bros., b
Savatn, T h]\.\rl . CJain & Bros., ll.m.km-llvr.-:, (ltest.)
HUBLI- Pervaje’s Bool House, 1\\,1 I u.. I uu(l . . . (Reg.)

HYDLEEABAD -
1 Director, Govi, Press
2 The Swairaj Book Depot, Lukdikapul . . (Reog.)
3 Book Lavers Private Ltd, . . . . (Rest)
4+ Labour Law Publications, 73, Sultan Bozar . . (Rent))

IMPHAL- Tikendra & sons Beokseller . N . . (Rest)
INDORY —
1 Wadhawa & Co,, o0, MG, Road . . . . (Reg)
2 Swarup Brother's) l\ bujuri Bazar . . . (Rest.)
3 Madhya Pradesh ],uul\ Centre, 41, Ahllya 1'||rn . . (Rest)
i Modern Book Hovuse, Shiv V il'n» l’ul e . . (Reet.)
5

Navvug Sakitya Sadan, Publishees & lhmkﬂllcrﬂ, 10,
Khajuri pan: .
JABALPU L —
I Modern Book Houve, 256, luv\uhnr;,nnj . . (Rop.
9 Nationa] Book Hou e , Jui Prakash Nurain M.ng . (1IN}

{Rost.)

JAIPUR —

1 Govermmment Printing avd Stationery Department, Rajas-

thaun,
2 Bharat Law House, Bookseliers & Publishers,Opp. Prem

Prakash Cluema . . . . . . . (Rex))
3 Garg Bouok Co., Tripolis Pacr . . . . (Rep)
4 VaniMundir, SawaiMansingh Highway . . . (Reg)
5 Walyun Mald Rons, Tripolis Bazar . . . . (Reg.)
¢ Popular Book Depot, Chaura Ruste . . . (Rest.)
7 Wrishna Book Depof, Chaira Kasta . . (Rest.)
&  Dominion Yaow Depot, shah Poilding, P.B. \0 23 . (Rest))

JAMNAGAR- Swadeshi Vast Bhandar . . . . {(Reg.)

JAMSTIEDPUR—
1 Amar Kitab Ghar, Diagonnl Rond, P.B, 78 ., . . (Rew)

2 Gupts Stores, Dhatkidib . . . . (Reg)
3 Sanyval Brod, lmnh(lh-n & News Au-ntﬁ Bistapur
Market . . . . {(Rest,)
JAWALAPUR--.Suhyoy Bm)k D('pu( . . . . . (Rest.
JRUNJIUNU—
1 Shashi Kamar Sarat Chand N (Rest.)
o Kaprum Prakashan pPrasaran, 1/vo, "mdhn \l““'
Azad Morg . . . . . . X .y
JODHPUR —

1 Dwarka DasRothi, W holesile Bookr and Newr Agents (Reg.)
¢ Kitab-Grar, & i Cnte . . . . X ] (Reg')

% Chopra Brathers, ¥ ripolin Bazar | . . ) " (ke
JULLUNDU - .
| Hazooria Uros., Mai Hiran Gute , . . . . (Resty
o Jain General House, Bazar Bansanwala . « (Reg.)
Unlversity Publishers, Railway Roed . X " Rest)
KANPUR—
1 Advani& Co., P.Box. 100, The Mall . . . . (Reg)
2 Sahitya Niketan, Shreadhonand Park | . . . (lteg)
4 The Universal Book Stall, The Mall ) . ; (]{ep')
{ RajCorporation, aj Honse, P.H, 200, (,lmwl\ . . (l(est.)

KARUR—Shri V. Nugaraja Ruo, 26, Scinivasapuram (Reat.)

KODARMA— The Bhagwat] Press, P.O. Jhuniri
Hazaribagh ; ) 1u.||rx Tflaiya, Dt. o
KOLHAPUR —-Maharashtra Granth B nndur \Iuhml\\m ]’un:l (I e"t')
esty)

KOTA—-Koata Book Depot
. « (Resnt))

KUMTA—8. V. Kamat, Booksellers & \tlllunnr»(\ Kanara) [¢R
e
LUCKNOW-— o
1 Soochna Sahityn Depot fState Book Depot)
. Balkrishina Book Co 14d  Hazrat
. ganjg, .
M 3 ”!v[z.)

Ld
[ TORNOW —contd.
L British Book Depot, 3t flaeratean)
3 lam Advant, Hasrates nj, .05 154
L Universal Publisbers (B Lt H‘/lll'ﬂ . .
i Eastern Book Co., Lalbagh Rou d . . . .
7 Civil & Military Bdueatiot wal Sgores, 106/ B, sadar Dazsr
< Acquarinmn Supply Co. Lo, Faizabad Rowd . .
3 Law Book Mart, Amin-1d- \)ﬂul'l pPark . . .

UDHIANA—

1 Lyall Book Depoi, *Chaura Bazar

2 Mobhiudra Brothers, Kote heri kond

1 Nanda stationery B handar, Putad Baoosr

{ The Pharniey News, Pindistreet
MADRAS—

1 Supdt., Govt. P'ress, Mount Road

Account Test Institute, P.0. 760 Epwore

¢. Subbiah Chetty & (o, Triplicam

K. Krishnanurty, Post Box 384

Presideney Book suppiics, 8, pPyerofis Road, ]u]v‘u “liv

4 vardhachary & Co. 8, lnu,ln(lun\ Strect .

7 Palani Parchuram, 3, l’\(rofh Ttoud, Triplicane

3 NOBI Private Lid,, 100, Mount Road .

5 v.sadanamd, The l’Cl‘*(th]“l)()]\‘hur 10, Cotire lhul
ding, 111, Moun®Road . . .

Lo A

MADURAT—
i Oriental Book House, v 5%, West Ma-inriee t.
2 Vivekananda Press, 48, West Alasi Strect .
MANDYA SUGAR PTOWN— K. N. N writhe Gowdn & Robs
MANGALORE -U.R. shonoye Sons, Car street, L Doy 128
MANJESHW! A l—-Mukenda Kri-hna Nayak
WATHURA-— “ath & Col ,Titohi Buildineg, teneadi G hat

MEBRUT .~

1 Prakash Bduent

5 flind Chitra Press, West Kutehery ond

4 Layal Book Depot, Clibipi Pank .

| Bharat Educational Stores, Chhipi Tank
Booksellers & News Agents,
L Press Building .

fonalstores, Subbas Bazar .

4 Universal Book Depot,
\[UN(,H\ R Aamprsmmdhan, Ninervd

MUSSOORTE—

3 Cambeidge Book Depot, The Mald . . . .
2 Hind Traders . R R

MAUBARE ARNAGA N~ )
1 Mittat X Co., 8H-0, New slandi . . N . .

o pRL Jain & Lo, T, Abupur "
MUZAYE ARPUR ~

1 seientitic Pdueations
Tikmanio House,

I Supphy syndicoats
o Legal Corner Anola Hoad
Leys .

A

4 Tirhnt Book Depot

MYRORE—

1 H. Venkatar unial & Sons,
Peoples Buok House, OpPP-
Touse, Booise Hersa P

New Statnet cirele

> Jagan Mohan Palace

b geeta Book b
thipurat

4 News Papers lluuw ,

6 bdian Moere antile Corpot ation.

NADIAD-RS Desay.,

NAGPUR-—-
1 Supdt, Gove. P're
4 western Book Depot,
4 The Asstt. Secrstary,
Mineral Howse
NAINITAL- Coural Book De [ml Twara Bazar

b IH-“l()\\ll Ihul {ing
oy Padued Rt

Siatjon Koad

<4 & Book Depot
Residency Readd
Miveral Poadnstry

NANDED— ) i
1 Bouok Guntre, Collede Jaw (iene aal 1o IL‘, tation
Road

2 “’induslhm\ (eneral Storns, I'A]Hr & Statienery
- Merchants, P. B. No. 51 . .

3 Sanjoy Book Ageney, Vazirabad

NEW DELIL - .
§ Amrit Book Co., € onnpughit Cicer”
5 phawani & Sons, § 1, Connaught Place
Lo gntral News Ageney, a3/00, Connau wht Cleens

ablishers, Krishuanur-

sneintion,

{Reg.)
(Reis)
(Red.
(Rew.)
(Rest.)
{Rest.)
(1rest)

BTN
(Rest)
et

(fiesth

(Reu.)
(Reg.)
(Reu
11:02.)
(Reg.

(Rey. )
(et}

(Rest)

[B RN
(Rewd
(Rest)
(e
(kB i
Clest,

(Rewv.)
(Rewo
(Lie2)
(Re-1)
(Rerto
{Vestl)

(Resto
(RRest.;

(Rest)
{Re<1)

(Reg.t
(Re~t)
(Rest)

(Reg.)
(heu
thest)
(Resty
(Rest,)
(Reotl)

(Re.w)
(Kewy

(Re-t)
(tHoest))

TRe8LY

(Rext)
(Rest))

(Rew.
{RoIn
(R

(1)

NEW DELHI -contd
1+ Empire Book Depot, 278, Allgan} . .
5 Enzlish Book Stores, 7-1,, Connaught Circus, P 0.8,
Fuqir Chand & Sons, 16-A, Khan Market . . .
Jain Book Agency, C-9, I’rcm House, Connaught Place
.8 Oxford Book & Stationery Co., Scindia House . .
4 ftewkrishna & Sons (of Lahore), 16/B, C onnaught Place .

ERIN

10 sikh Publishing House, 7-C, connaught Place . . .
11 suneja Book Ceutre, 24/60, Counaught Circus . .
1w United Buok Agency, 31, Munlupul Market, (onuaugm
Circus .
134 Jayana Luok J)eput (hhnpun\a]a I\xluu hmo] Bagh .
14 Navayug Traders, Desh Bandhu Gepta Road, Dev Nagar
15 Sarawati Book Depot, 15, Lady Harding Load . .
16 The Secretary, Indiau Met. Socicty, Lodi ltoad . .
17 New Book Depot, Latest Books, Periodicals, bl) & No-
velles, P.B. 96, Lonm\ught Plate . . . .
18 Mehra Brothers, 50-G, Kalkaji . . . . .
19 LuxmiBook Stores, 42, Janpath . . . . .
o0 Hindi Book House, 82, Jaupath . . .

21 People Publizhing House () Ltd,, R.melmnsll oad .

29 R. K. Publishers, 23, Beadon Pura, Karol Bagh . .
23 Sharma bros., 17, New Market, MotiNagar . . .
24 Aepki Dukan, 5/6%777, Dev Nagar . . . .
a5 sarvodaya Service, 664-1, Rohtak Road, .1, .Z.)"l .
26 1. Chandson, P.B. No. 3034 . .
ar The Secretary, Federation of Astociation of \nmll]nduetr}
of India, 23-1/2, Rohtak Road . . . .
o3 standard 1-uoksz Jkrk & Statiouers, l’nl.un Luclave
29 akshmi Book Depot, 57, Regarpura . .
30 =ant Ram, Dookscllers, ll», New Municipal \lar}\et Lod)
Colony . . . . . . . .

PANJIM—
1 singhals Bouk Houze, P.0.B. 70, Near the Church . .
2 sagoon Gaydev Dhoud, Iiuol\sell(‘l‘\, 5.7 Rua, 31ldc
Jumeria . . . . . . .

PATHANKOT—The ]uv-lmn Book Depot, Main Ruzar .
PATIALA—
1 Supdt., Bhupendra State Press

2 Jain«& Co., 17, Shah Nashin Bazar . . . .

PATN A—
1 supdt,, Govt. Printing ( Bibar)
2 IN.P. Agarwal & Uo, Padri-Ki-1lavetl, Raghunath

Bhawan . . . . .
3 LuxmiTrading (,n , Padrl Ll-l[a\eh . . . .
4 Moti Lal Bauarsj Dass, Bankipore . . . .

5 Bengsl Law House, C Chowhatta
PITHORA GARH—Maniram T'unctha & Sobs .
PONDICHERRE Y- M's, Honesty Book House, ¢ Rue Impli\ .

POONA—

I Deccan Book Stall, Decean Gymkhana . . . .
2 Imperial Book Depot, 266, M.¢. Road . N
4 International Book service, Decean, Gynikhana . .
s Raka Book Agency, ()m) Natu's € ha“l Near Appa Bal-
want Chowk . . . . .
5 Utility Book I)opot 13‘%9 Slnl\a]angar . . .
Py DUKOTTAT—Shri r. Swannnathan Sivan & Co., East
Main Road . . . . .
RAJ ROT—Mohan Lal ])o\'ul»hai Shnh, Ilonkﬁvll(-rﬂ and Sub-
Arents . . . . . . . . .
RANCHI—
1 Crown Book Depot, T:pper Bazar | . . . .
o pustak Mahal, Upper Bazar . . . . .

LEWA--Supdt., ovt, State Emporinm, V.P.
ROVRKETLA—~The Rourkela Review . . . .
~AHARANDPU 1‘-Jlmmlrn Bharata I’u'«\luh Blmndnr, Court

Road . . .
SECUNDERAD \I)-fﬂlndn-&tan I)inry Publlshm’ Murket
Street . . . - . . .

SILCHAR- Shri Nishitte “eu,anirpmn . R . .

SIMLA-—
supdt., Himachal Pradesh Govt.
\finerva Rook Shop, The Mall . . . . .
The New Took Depot, 79. The Mall . . . .
SINNAR—Shri NON, Takhadi, Agent, T*mes of Indis, Sinnar
CNasiky . . . . . ' .

(Reg.)
(Reg.)
(Reg.)
(Ieg.)
(Keg.)
(Reg.)
(Reg.)
(Reg.)

(Iteg.)

(Reg.)

(Reg.)

(Reg.)

(Reg.)
a

(Reg.)
(Reg.)
(Rest.)
(1test.)
(Reg.)
(Rest.)
(Reg.)
(Rest.)d
{1test)
(Rest.)

(Rest.)
(Rest.)
(Rest)

(Restl)
(Rest.)

(iie-tl)
(st

(Reg.)
(Reg.)

(Reg.)
(Rest.)

(Rest))
(R

(Reg.)
(Reg.)
(Reg.)

(Reg.)
(Rest.)

(Rest.)

{Rey.)

(Reg.)
(Rest,)

(Rest.)
(Rest.))

{(Regl)
{ Rest.)

(Kewy
(Reg.)

{Rest,)



SHILLONG—

(iv)

The Officer-in-Charge, Assam Govt, I, !
Chapla Bookstall, P.B. No. 1 . N . . (Rest,) 5
SONEPAT—United Book Agency . . . . . (Reg))
3RINAGAR—The Kashmir Bookshop, Resideney Road . (Reg)
SURAT—Shri Gajanan Pustakalaya, Tower Road . (Reg)
TIRUCHIRAPALLI—
1 Kalpana Publishers, Wosiur, . . . . . (Reg)
2 8, Krishnaswami & Co., 35, Sublia=h Chander Bose Road (]((;é') 1
3 Palamiappa Bros, . . . (Rest,) 2
TRIVANDRUM— 3
1 International Book Depot, Main Road . (Reg.) 4
2 @ddear Press & Book Depot, I.B. No. 4 . . (Rest.)
TUT RIN_—shri K. Thiagarajan, 10-C, French Chapul Road  (Rest.) "
: [
UDAIPUR—
1 Jagdish & Co., Inside Surajapole |, . . (Hest.) ?
2 Book Centre, Maharana, Bhopal (ons § ‘U | o
Society Ltd. L . ' m.l osmers - Core. (1est.) .
UTIAIN ~Manuk : ati iate test .
N~—Manak Chand Book Depot, Sati iate (Ikest.) 10
VARANASI— 11
1 Students, Friends & Co., Lanka . . (Lest.) 12
2 C})\g)l\}vkshamba Bauskrit Series Office, Gopal Mundir Road, )
B. ce T (e 13
3 Globe Book Centre . . . . . . (RC;{; 14
4 Kohinoor Stores, University Road, Lanka (]{,Crv') 15
5 B.H.U.BookDepot . . . ., C (ltest) 19
VELLORL—A, Venkatasubhan, Law Bocksellers . (Reg)
VIJAYAWADA—The Book & Review Centre, Lluru Road 17
Governpet . . . . . . ’ (Tiestl)
VISA KHAPATNAM-- ’12
{  Gupta Brothers, Vizia Building | . . . {Rep)
2 Book Centre, 1197, Main Road , . . . {Reg) 20
3 The Sccy. Andhra University, (iencral Co-op, Stores
] Ltd.. . (Rest.) 21
VIZIANAGARAM—Suarda & Co. . . . (lest.)
W ARDH A-——Swarajeyn Bhandar, Bhorji Market (Reg.) 22
23
24
For Local Sale 22
9
1 govt. of India Kitab Mahal, Janpath, Opp. India Colfee House :,.
New Delhi .
2 dovt. of India Book Dep#hi, 8, Hastings Strect, Calcutta 28
3 High Commissioner for Indis in London, Indi. House, Tondon, w.C.2 29
30
31
¥4
Railway Bookstall holders 33
1 $/8. A.H. Wheeler & Co., 15, Blgin Road, Allahiubad 34
2 @nhlot Bros,, K.E.M. Road, Bikaner
3 Tiigginbothams & Co, Ltd., Mount Road, Madras 35
& M. Gulab Singh & Sons Private Ltd., Mathura Road, New Delbd 36
37
38
30
Foreign :(l)
1 $/8. Educalio] ate Lid., Kathumandu (Nepal)
2 8/8. Ak gl, Hovodokhandel, Fredegation- 42
t L] ). 3
i Rejfing Verkemm&verime. Stu bost 7530,  Gutenbergstre-21, 11

\'&rl,

‘:’mm No. 1124 S‘Stum‘a

Shrl Iswar Subrimanyan. 452, Reversite Triv, Apt 6, New York i

The Proprictor, Book Cenire, Lak<hmi Mansons, 40, 1he Mall, Latore
(Pakistan)

On S. and R. Basis

The Head Clerk, Govt. Look Depot, Ahmedabad

The Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Kapileswar Road,

The Employment Ofticer, Loiployment Exchange, Dhar

The Asstt, Director, Footwear Extensfon Centre, 1'olo Ground No. 1,
Jodbpur

The 0.1.7C., Extension Centre, Club Load, Muzeflarpur

The Direclor, Indian Buicau of Minex, Govt. of Indin, Minry of
Mines & Fuel, Nagpur

The Asstt. Director, Industris] Extension Centre, Nadiad (Gujara )

The Head Clerk, Photozincopraphic Fress, 5, Fisanee Yond, loons
Govt, Irinting & Staticnay, Rajkot

The 0.1;C., lixtension Centre, Industrial Estate, Kokar, Ranc¢hl

The Director, 8.1.8.0, Industrial Extension Cantre, Cdlana, Surat

The Registrar of Companics, Narayani Building, 27, fratourne Tond,
Caleutta-)

The Registrar of Companigs, Keraln, L0, ¥t Road, Fralula
The Registrar of Companies, . No. 3-5-£3, Ryderguda, Tiyderatad

Registrar of Companices, Assam, Manipur and Tripura, Shillong

Registrar of Companies, Suulight 1nsurance  Building, Ajmeri Gate
YExtension, New Delhs

Registrar of Companics, Junjab and Himachal Pradesh, Link Lond,
Juliundhar City

Registrar of Companies, Likar, Jamal Load, Tatna-1

Registrar of Companies, Raj. & Ajmrer, Shri Kamta Pragad House, 18t
Floor, ‘€’ Scheme, Ashok Murg, Jaipur

The Registrar of Companies, Andhra Pank Building,
Street, P.B. 1530, Madra -

The Registrar of Companics, AMahatma Gandhi Road, West Cott, Bldg.
.1, 334, Kanpur

The Registrar of Compani

The Reglstrar of Companics, 162, Drigade Road,

The Registrar of Companics, Gwalior

Asstt, Director, Lxiension Ceutre, Lihuli Road, Dhantad

Registrar of Companics, Orissa, Cuttack Chandi, Cuttack

"The Registrar of Companics, G ujarat State, Gujarat Sawachar Luilding,
Ahmedabad

publication Division, Sale
The Development Commissioner,
The 0.1/C., University Lwployment Bureau, Tucknow

0.1/C., 8.1.8.1. Extension Centre, Malde

0.1'C., S.I.S.I. Lxtension Centre, Tiabra, Tabuluria, 24-Parganas

0.3;¢C., 8181, Model Carpentry Workshop, Piyali Nagar, P.O,

Burpipur
o.1/C., 8181, Chroutanning Lxtension Centre, Tangra 33, North

Topsia Road, Calcutta-40
0.1/c., 8.1.8.1 Txtension Centre (Footwear), Calentia
Asstt, Directer, Jixtension Centre, Hyderahad
Asstt. Dircetor, Extension Centre, Krishma Distt. (A7)
Employment Officer, Fmployn.ent Exchange, Jhalua
Dy. Director Incharge, §.1.8.1., Cfo, Chief Civil Admn, Goa, Panjin
The Registrar of Trade Unlong, Kanpur
The Employment Officer, Employment Exchanpe,
Mornia,
The 0.I/C., State Information Centre, Nyderabad
The Registrar of Companies, Tondicherry

The Assit, Director of TPublicity and  Informution, Vidh . .
(V. K. 271). Bangaloro » Vidhinn Satha

Velphm

6 Linghi Chefty

ex, BEverest 104, Mavine Drive, Bouwthey
Banpalore

Depot, North Block, New Dethi
Small Scale Tndustries, New Dielhl

yopnl Bhavan,
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