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FOREWORD .

AY

Although since the beginning of history, foreign travellers and historians have recorded the
principal marts and entrepots of commerce in India and have even mentioned important festivals
and fairs and articles of special excellence available in them, no systematic regional inventory was
attempted until the time of Dr. Francis BuchanamHamil.ton in the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury. One of the tasks set before him by a resolution of the Governor-General-in-Council in 1807
was “to examine with as much accuracy as local circumstances will admit”: “an account of the
various kinds and amount of goods manufactured in each district. .. .the ability of the country to
pfoduce the raw materials used in them... .how the necessary capital is procured, the situation of
the artists and manufacturers, the mode of providing their goods....commerce: the quantity of
«0ods exported and imported in each district; the manner of conducting sales, especially at fairs

and markets.”
. That he discharged his duty very thoroughly will appear from his statistical accounts of My-

sore and the northern districts of Bengal and Bihar.

The great Revenue Surveys of the middle of the nineteenth century made no attempt in this
direction, and accounts of fairs and festivalg in_ districts were neglected until W. W. Hunter toock
up the compilation of statistical accounts again in the last quarter of last century. For the purpose
of notifying holidays in the East India Company’s offices the Board in Calcutta had since 1799 been
in the habit of “procuring an accurate Bengalee almanac properly authenticated by brahmanical
astronomy” from the Nabadwip Court (letter from Secretary of Board to Collector of Nadiya, 5 Juiy
1799, No. 8217, W. W. Hunter’s Unpublished Bengalee MSS Records). Satis Chandra Vidyabhusan
in his History of Indian Logic wrote that “almanacs were prepared by the Pundit Samaj of Nabad.
wip which were supplied to the Nawab's Court. of Murshidabad as well as to the East India Com-
pany, the Supreme Court, etc.....the Nabadwip Panjika under the imprimatur of Nabadwipadhi-
pateranugya was accepted by all the lar}dlordg of Bengal”. This Nabadwip Panjika which remained
¢he standard almanac for Bengal continued in use throughout the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury and each issue contained a list of important fairs and festivals in every district. A valuable
almanac was that published by the Vernacular Literature Committee’s Almanac published in
1855-6 (1262 B.S.). It gave an account of 309 famous fairs of Bengal in its second part. The ¢ i
Press Panjika or almanac which virtually replaced Nabadwip Panjika made its first appearanc:pirg
1869 and continued to publish a useful list of important fairs and festivals in the country. But
this list was by no means exhaustive nor were W. W. Hunter’s which he published with eaéh Sta-

tistical Account.

Meanwhile native crafts, industries and objects of artistry decayed rapidly and thoroughly as
o result of the Bast India Company’s policy of extinguishing them, and official interest in fagigrs );nd
festivals declined, although these occasions, divested of much of their glory, still continued to at-
tract livestock, grain, merchandise and handicrafts from far and near. The Imperial Gazetree ub
Jished between 1880 and 1910 gave a minor place to these important seasonal markets or tgxr:s c;fa ,
inland ports. Even the District Gazetteers, which still are the fullest and most compact accofnts r};
districts, make but casual mention of fairs and festivals in the country and attach little econom(i)c

importance to them.

For, indeed, the importance of fairs and festivals—as the meeting ground of livestock and agri-
cultural commodities of many religions and many cultures, crafts and motifs from far and near, of
ideas and design, workmanship, excellence anq .ﬁniSh’ of tools and appliances, of trends of the fut’ul;e
and vanishing practices of the past, of adaptability and local variation, of skill and imagination —
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NEW DELH]I
September 5, 1964, ASOK MITRA,
REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA.

’ ' PIREFACE

I must acknowledge that the inspiration for at-
tempting a survey of Fairs and Festivals of Andhra
Pradesh came from a note that the Registrar General
of India, Shri Asok Mitra, circulated on the efforts he

‘made to bring out a compendium of Fairs and Festi-

vals of West Bengal, following on the 1951 Census.

2. The Survey was somewhat ambitious in scope.
It was proposed to make a complete and comprehen-
sive collection of information on every fair and festi-
val celebrated in all the villages and towns of the
State. The fairs and festivals celebrated by the com-

, munity in different areas truly reflect our culture, his-~

tory and tradition. In the present tempo of change of
the ways and values of life, several of the ancient
institutions and practices were fast disappearing or
falling into disuse. Before man's memory would com-~
pletely lose traces of these important links in the cul-
tural history of the people, it was felt that it would
greatly help if a record was made, to the extent pos-
sible, of all the fairs and festivals conducted even in
the remotest villages, forests or hills of the State and
give whatever account that could be obtained on their
significance, the description of the deities, the details
of the ritual etc., connected with every festival. There
could not be a more opportune occasion than the Cen-
sus to launch on a scheme such as this when it would
ke possible to reach the nooks and corners of the State
through the Census Organisation. A questionnaire was
finalised in advance on the advice of the Registrar
General . The questionnaire forms (given as an An-
nexure to this preface) together with an appeal which
is reproduced below were distributed amongst the
Census enumerators to be answered and returned.

“] am sure you will agree with me that

there are big gaps in our knowledge of our
own country. It is a vast land with dif-
ferent regions, each having peculiar cus-
toms and cultures which if studied would
reveal a more comprehensive picture of
our ancient land. Coming to our own State,
Andhra Pradesh, we must admit that half
the State is not fully conversant with the
details of habits, customs and languages of
the other half, Each bit has its own beauty
and variety to reveal in the form of hither-
to unexplored knowledge to the other half.

It is my endeavour during the Census
Operations of 1961 to study different as-
pects of the culture and civilisation of the
people of the entire State and publish in
one common veolume an integrated account
of what now forms the population of
Andhra Pradesh. As part of the studies of
1961 Census I am presently engaged in a
survey of fairs and festivals of Andhra
Pradesh for which detailed and exhaustive
information is being collected. The mate-
rial so collected will be compiled and edit-
ed in a volume to be published by the
Census Office. In order to obtain a com-
plete picture of festivals and worship of

Gods and Goddesses all over Andhra
Pradesh, it is imperative that we should
obtain as detailed information as possible
about all fairs and festivals that are ob-
served throughout the year in every vil-
lage of Andhra Pradesh. I shall be ‘much
obliged if you will be good enough to help
me in the collection of information on fes-
tivals and worship of Gods and Goddesses
observed throughout the year in your vil-
lage/town in the questionnaire enclosed.

I trust you will agree that if we should
succeed in obtaining full information for
each and every village of Andhra Pradesh,
I shall have prepared a volume remarkable
for its high degree of thoroughness and
comprehensiveness. Such a volume will be
of very great importance to many types of
scholars. But this aim cannot be achieved
without your help and co-operation. I am
aware that you are already under heavy
pressure of your own work and responsi-
bilities.  Nevertheless, I believe that you
will not hesitate to undertake this burden
in order to help me to obtain a full and
truthful picture of our own country. I
shall gratefully acknowledge your hono-
rary labour by keeping the information
permanently recorded under your name as

* the correspondent and shall be obliged if
you will be good enough to send me your
reply directly by post or through the Cen-
sus enumerator who visits your house or
the Tahsildar of your taluk.”

3. The enumerators were mostly village schosl
teachers or in a few cases village officers. They had
local knowledge of the area they were covering. The
Census Charge Superintendents were requested to is-
sue the fairs and festivals questionnaire to the enume-
rators at one of the training classes and collect them
back at a subsequent training class or at the end of
the enumeration period after the enumerators had -
answered the questionnaires on the basis of their per-
sonal knowledge and by local inquiries. The appeal
was also addressed to various other authorities such
as the Commissioner of Hindu Religious Endowments
Board, Municipal Commissioners, Executive Officers of
Panchayat Boards etc. Lists of recognised ang schedul-
ed fairs and festivals for which specia] arrangements
are made annually were also obtained from the Dis
tr_ict Collectors, District Superintendents of Police ami
District Health Officers etc. A press release was also
issued announcing the scheme and appealing to gl] i
terested to send whatever information they could i

4. The response was most encourasi
15,000 questionnaires were returned ﬁII]:igH';‘g};e Abqut
o# the replies of course varied from ‘exc&.ellent’ Can}}ty
different’ depending on the interest that the c:r s
pondent himself had in an enquiry of this nature tgs-
and large there was evidence of the considershr,
trouble that the Census enumerator took to ascertaie
first hand, the details of the fairs and festivalg in eacx



village. All this meant extra effort outside the normal
Census duties of the enumerators. 1 cannot certainly
claim that the survcy was complete and comprehen-
. sive in every detail. There may have been several fairs
and festivals that cscaped the notice of the cnumera-
tor or about which the information
gather and present scanty.
claimed that whatever

he was able to
But it can certainly be
information that has been
gathered at the survey was authentic and served as a
mine of knowledge about little known things in the
life of the community. There are innumerable religi-
ous festivals connecled with certain Geods and God-
desses of particular significance in particular areas;
there are festivities in commemoration of historical and
legendary heroes; there ere interesting and inspiring
anecdotes connected with varicus saints that walked
our land whose samadhis have continued to be places
of worship and veneration to this day and had greatly
influenced the life of the people in certain areas; the
holy rivers had their own legends and beliefs attach-
ed; a variety of curious and interesting rituals of wor-
ship are practised. The present survey has helped to
present all these in the form of a compendium.

5. The filled up questionnaires were sorted out
district-wise and then taluk-wise. Rejecting those in
which the information was either extremely scanty or
insignificant, whatever information that could be col-
lected from other answers was compiled into a short
note or monograph for each village or town. An ac-
knowledgement is made to the correspondent or source
that provided the information at the end of the com-
pilation for each village. These compendia will be pre-
sented in {wenty volumes, one for each district. These
will form a part of the 1961 Census series of publica-
tions. All the Census publication series of Andhra Pra-
desh State will bear a common Volume No. II (the All
India Series being allotted Volume No. I) and the

Fairs and Festivals reports of this State will form
Part VII-B of Volume II ie., the Andhra Pradesh
series of Census publications.

. . Part VII-B will bear
serial numbers within brackets which will correspond

to the location code number of the district covered by
the volume.

The location code numbers adopted for
the districts are:

No. 1 Srikakulam District
No. 2 Visakhapatnam District
No.

3 East Godavari District
No.

4 West Godavari District
No. 5 XKrishna District
No. 6 Guntur District
No. 7 Nellore District
No. 8 Chittoor District
No. 8 Cuddapah District
No. 10 Anantapur District
No. 11 Kurnool District
No. 12 Mahbubnagar District
No. 13

Hyderabad District
No. 14 Medak District

No. 15 Nizamabad District
“No. 16 Adilabad District

Vi

Mo, 17 Karimnagar District
No. 1§ Warangal District
No. 19 Khammam District
No. 20 Nalgonda District

6. In each volume, the matter is arranged by dis-

tiict and taluk. At the beginning of the compendium
¢f each taluk, a pictorial map indicating the location
of the village where a fair or festival is held, the name
of the deity and the period of the fair or festival is
shown. The serial number of each village covered in

the compendium is indicated in the map for easy re-
ference.

It may, however, be cautioned that the pic-

tures given on the map may not exactly represent the
actual deity existing in the village. The pictures are
only symbolic.

7. The note covering each village will first give
the location of the village, the composition of popula-
tion, and legend, if any, connected with the village, &
list of temples or other places of worship in the vil-
lage and a description of the deities and it then relates
the details of the fair and festival, if any, celebrated
in the village. It is not as though cach temple and
deity will necessarily have a festival connected with
il. Only those important festivals and fairs that are
celebrated by the community are therefore described.

8. The dates of the festival in the compilation are
mostly given in terms of Telugu calendar in vogue in
the area, as vecorded by the correspondents. The
Telugu calendar, as in Bengal, follows the lunar month
consisting of 30 lunar days, beginning on the day of
the new moon. The following statement gives the

Telugu months and the corresponding period as per
the English calendar.

LIST OF TELUGU MONTHS WITH THEIR
CORRESPONDING ENGLISH MONTHS
TELUGU MONTHS

ENGLISH MONTHS
Chgitmm March-April
Vaisakham April-May
Jaistham May-June
Ashadham June-July
SBrhaugmamd . July-August
adrapadam or ! . Avugust-
adrape gust-September
Asviyujam or Asvin September-October
II\{(Ic;thqum October.November )
Pusgaszram November-December
’ }?am or Pausa December-January
agham January-February
Phalgunam

February-March
9. At the eud of the compilati istri
atin
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@ xtxilvals This was culled from ttk'le i
isisse sta.tement of the fairs and fes 1vat. .
i the significant IO
lists throw 1ight on' L
e IBSL N:ﬁe fairs and festivals 1n the eco‘:;lc;m:; e
pl’az,:g gople the traditional trade rgutest,c
(c;; articlies sold, and the trend of t;a e,f :OH.; e alied
i { information
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P the_ *sione,r of Hindu Religious 'Endowxper:n Boare
v ointed as @ Research Assistant 10 ybnshnd
e apﬁtion was also gathered frqm otherbﬁ:hed .m
IF;fOPT re, district gazetteers, artwle% pghana’ .
D pape and journals such as ‘Ara and
newsk;:ape;iabha weekly’ etc. The Research AssIS
‘ o iries 1 S.
:f?: conducted jocal enquiries Im & few case

i thanks to the host of Cen-

ish to record my : :

n'unfe:;tors for their fullest co-operation and th
sus en

vii

unstinted trouble taken by them }n co}lecm‘:felt:ea:na
formation on the prescribed questionnaire :r ey er-
1abour of love. 1 wish to also thank the vecutive o
officials and non-officials such a§ the Ex. ve ing
ers of the temples etc. who assisted me 1n € opiling
(t:he information. 1 place on record my apprecxzrmten-
hard and sustained services of .my Deputysii:\;;{ N
dents, Sri K. Purushotham Na.ldu, MA, ar. s
d. B.Com. (Hons.) and Sri S. Ashok Kum r, BSe,

GO“};, for helping me in finalising the ques.txonnaxre
{:rl:d r.;mnographs. The Tabulation Officer, Sr; f;;eP;:-
tayya, the Section Head, Sri Y. Ranganna an' e
searchj Assistants, Sri M. K. Nagappa and SI"lt ;me. i‘;
R.amachandramurti have also bheen c?f a\ss.xivI a e b,
pringing out this yolume. My oiﬁce {&rtxst Sri y;as o
naswamy assisted by Sri Mohiuddin Hassan > ira_
duced the Fairs & Festivals maps ar.ld other i \; o
tions. The printing was ably supervised by the Pr
Reader, Sri S. Narayana Rao.

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR,
SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERATIONS,
ANDHRA PRADESH



ANNEXURE

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Questionnaire

Name of Village :
Name of Firka
Name of Taluk

Name of District ;

A. The Village :

2. Give an account of the history or legend, shoulg
there be any,

connected with the origin of the village,

3. What are the castes and clagses that live in the

village?. What are the chiet means of livelihood of
the varioug sections of the population?

- f places of ¢Ommon religioug
worship?

5. What is the religion

which majorit N
villagers profesg? Jority of the

B. The Worship of deities i i i
fairs in connection with thaet::. festivals in the "iiage ang

() The Worship of Dejties & Festival ;
o 6. Name of the festival, its occasion
{Give the English as well ag Telugu dat

. 7. How ancient is the festival?
h.lstory or legend connected witp this
Lwa‘l, please narrate it Is this festiv
{estival of the particular village/
and limiteq

Pl area/e
within its folqs Or, is t /caste/class,
monly and universally helq

B his festiva) com-

. N and obser

the entire district and regions ved throughoyt
8.

and the time,
es).

If there is any
particular feg.
al a particylay

the worghi
€ name of the dei b of

deity or a personal Orafg:;;lﬂ;sdgﬁij, aIscth

ple or “Sthan” (Sacreq abode) for ’;he deif;ei ;rgl te,' -
luge? If so, give a description of the same, i th edv'xl-
has no anthropomorphic 1 op 200morphic 1 ei eity
then in what form is it worshippeds What Othermtzge,
ples or places of worship are there m-

in the vijy €7 1
all communities have aceess to the temple? 87 Do

ommon village

o

1. Human form,
2. Animal form,

9. Is the festival observed in commemoration of
the birth or death anniversary of any saint or ‘Pir'?
Give a detailed report on the life and religious proe-
achings of the saint or the ‘pjr
history o

» and also narrate the
life T 8Ny traditional story  associated with i
10. Fl‘Om w

hat date does the worshi of the deity
end the festival begin? ’ i
continue?

For how many days docs it

begin? Mer?trihen'do the breparations for the festival
the p're arat on if there is Ay special feature about
hr lp' ory W(_)rk_ of the festival, Give a detailed
:ndono Ogical dgserlpuon date by date, of the methad
is thpmcgdure of the. Worship and ceremonics. What
e chief characteristic of the entire ceremony? Are

» free Xitchens (annasatra) and com-
ad’ organised during the fos-

ueitilm ﬁfﬁﬁg‘:i oL offering made by peopie to the
- nt of prayer ap 2

are.the things or objects th, swered? If so, what

dedicateq

as voti
Or animal sacrifi

do thege sacrific

> that are usually offerea and
Ve offerings? How ang when are bird
CeS made?

What part of the rituals
€S constitutes

12 To what ¢lags
. Or caste do the prige; al pat-
T principal pa
182;%% ifollowers of the deity ang the festivalpbe-
(“G(;tra”)v:nghfhna}"ne of the sect (“Varna”), clan
3 € i i “1. ]
priest (“Pujarjr). ereditary title Padavi”y of the

Do non-Hind
Wwith Hindy

non-Hindu ¢
§uch participation?

sociateq

US participate in {he festival ag-
pate ip

de'ities? Do the Hinduys partici-
estivalg? What is the extent of
Are there

M commop 1, al any festivals celebrated
lage? ¥ all castes and communitics in the vil-
14,

I
Z nt;xerz ?ny congregation of “Sadhusg” and
Stival}; rI1fcu1ar religious sect on the occasion
? 80, why do they congregates
‘ {5. What g the
rehgl.ous festivals af home?
Seepmg awake in the night' S
€rved gn any Particular f’
(ii) The Fair ;
18, i i
_ ¢ land helon t individua
o o ‘ — 10 an individual
e T dedlcated lar.ld? A

re taxes, rents, gifts,
d festivaly

fainty of
of the fe

EBeneral ritual of 0

Is fasting
Ca or river
estival days?

bservation ot
or feasting or
bath ete., ob-

ually held? I¢

pt is the faif us

on
. .. js held

§ nig. the fair
time of the dd"vu(;:r reason why
ethere any paril‘fte? any days
this .partjculﬂr s1

. how m
iont is the fair? Foc; What are g‘:r
::l:ny people ‘.fl‘tct:n\,h'e 1arges\. n\:l\({‘ages
. How W ! ing v

is it held? classes “°$e the nelghbo“nﬁiw many

2
e assemb\eA tio of males

17. How anc

of peop\‘~‘ are

i > verage I ain
or unions frOdr\:" What is the er" What are the m
* usually a;tenw-ho attend the fair?
s
and femaie

4 orims travel
ilgrims
~which the people and P
s by
conVeyance

. - P d
|8 E TO. whl(! [¢]
’]n ich plaCeS d the Shop kee ers anl
S(-d“ho’ldels come Do the same Se“ers come l. e.g ilarty
' y h "; are the al‘ticl s O ¢
ever I VV a € (l]ll]ll()(ll 1e5 |ha|
yea H .
are brough.t and SOld mOSt

etc., are
talls, booths_, e
s it in the op
19 ?l??”y How many Senf{rsr:l;nd e e
OPened " tkk:et ias t.he figure of hawke
Wha
spaces? ”
0. Of all the shops, stalls,
20.
any sell:
A __ sweetmeats,

dstuffs
® tf;(t)xo(ar yarieties of food.

oths and pedlars,
fried chips 2nd

- h -

b UteIlSlls Coppel b[ass, iron, glaSS, ealt en
?

( )

tOIChllghtS, 100}(111&

y — lanterns, er assorted

(c) Stationer and various oth

glasses, combs, ..

goods. . rbs, kaviralb ha-

- Ayurvedic herds
icine —

(d) Medic s

kimi, etc: What are the most

1
Pictures and pictures that sel
5

(e) Books and es of book

common typ
pest?

loom
: de, hand
. __ mill mads rments,
. erials ade g2
€3] Clothmtg n;:ia:ce-clothsv ready ™
pl‘Oduc S,

A ats, etc-
R njas, m
qungis’s sataran)

ix

. - -
. and artisanr, ents? Ar
&) Agucu]turtalie articles and Hzploetr;:el‘ animals
What are ttle, goats, birds an
a 3
sales of ¢

sacted? e cane
. rafts — Handloom s)rvc‘)lcégden Sane
() andbi)o products, clay anwmch n 0 e
A basketry, etc. .
‘ ) r{s an
o where these articles oim;: oy
e irs(\);:x\ny come for sale? Do
qafts w -
(:ome regularly every yea

( ) c .
1 Othel “llscellaneous altl les

i rding
t facilities are avaxllable foz t:eﬂ:)eorae e
2L Whaof pilgrims or visitors? recrted? e any
and IOngg Are any special pande_ﬂs ere edr B
o organised? Do outside visito s and ol
e fte eduflfr more than a day for the
grims stay
i or ca-
. t are the principal arrangemen('t)s 1£ o
'22. Vizztion and amusement tolt thseealj:av%, o
terinE e fair? Give details of sports, B
e FO tl‘wambli.ng, lottery,' jatr‘as, hth(;z;ir ,What cal
m?gw' gtc that are organised %n t end tileatres e
soirees o mon themes of the jatra a e e 1e
the mo*” ‘;‘(t);:s come and from wheret doarty );n ome?
Which b2 i entertainment p
atic or e Tt
there'any ;i raglive pname and address of th:n;e e
e lts:lf‘ Is it possible to collect songspaLrties emes
the PaL tres? Do the sam
i d theatres? s come
of the ]atri f{r:)w many people do see or hear p
ry year? )
fi‘;?p:'te in all the amusements

igi ritual to drink al-
1 necessary rehg:oqs k 2l
. Isn;:c oecher intoxicant during the ceremonk
hol or a >
sv?orship and festival?

Other remarks: Describe any other features.
24.

Name of correspondent :
Address :

Occupation :

Date of sending the reply :

implements —
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Section 1

ELURU TALUK

Rpira
13 j’:g.;,f’em Sttuated at a
the Eluml ¢s from Eluru and about 2 miles from
Stllcrfv’l;':“}"'Pltdi bus route. In ancient
Yaparajy guoeiorr OrOthers by name Bapiraju,
r COmH;Un‘_”'“UU and Dharmaraju of Bhat-
his villtl?' WIm' were the local  chief-
irajy age  which fell to
i ame to be known as Bapirajugudem.
Scltipa‘“ [ '5_"‘_’”“\. and his successors Pali
s Tuler, amilics did not make any name

S of the locality.

timc

.
E <
2
-
&
Rt o
=
[ =
o
[N

T :
ix'mad?cu;’o(?fulutmn. of th»c village is 1,593 and 1t
mdus‘“llml the tollpwmg communities: Caste
AMmy "'m”" Vaisya, Kapu, Golla, Kalali,
rah .n’ I&P“u. Chakali, Mangali, Togata, Viswa-
Schcdulc'd T“.';)Bﬂh, Sale; Scheduled Castes (34);
Means of livr.;fS (38); and Christians. The chicf
3_8ricultul’al ;albmod of the |)co;?lc are agricuhurg,
iong| °°Cupau§::’ cattle rearing and other tradi-

It jc .
oalaotkkl: ;d,ld that there were the images of the
they . e¥alalu (hundred and one deities); but

0ods, A“(Ppcar to have been washed away in
feet high Present there are only threc images 3
> One and a half feet wide and one foot

thick
' h . :
Years o4 Y are estimated to be two hundred

Lo ;
Stone Si:,il?d"ml”‘il(!.\wnrnswumy temple with the
s of §ri ;gan} and an image of Parvati, 4 tem-
ity are the ".M and the temple of the village
places of worship in the village.

. Sri .
Is cclcblratlt:n}am?gcswilraswmny Kalyanothsavam
(Fcbfuar gr a day on Phalguna Suddha Panch-
the festival {fM“fCh). The villagers patronize
'l.nes and :‘; 1:)}; 15 being _CCl?l:')ratcd from ancient
congres loca'xl significance. The local

Caste or Creed g‘nc.wﬂhouz. any distinction of
Vis .P"-""’ is Sri Nagamalli Raghava-
wabrahmin. Prasadam is distributed

The ;

vil . .

Ct‘lebrated o'agc deity Kinneralamma Jatara is

ever Pidem; ' 2 day once in 2 or 3 years, when-
Cs break out in the village. Fruits,

distance of

the share of

etc., arc offered, and goats and fowls are sacrificed
to the deity in fulfilment of vows.

The Jatara is being celebrated from ancient
local significance. Kammas

is of
The local Hindus congre«

times and
patronize the festival.

gate. Pujaris arc Pambalas.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).  Kalyanam
of the Lord is performed during this period.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

1. Sri Boppana Venkaiah, Panchayat

President, Bapirajugudem.

2. Sri Vempati Atchuthananda Rao, Kar-
nam, Bapirajugudem.

3. Sri Kotturu Muneiah, Teacher, Bapi-

SOURCE:

rajugudem.

2.  Nadupalle — Situated on the Eluru~Chinta-
lapudi road at a distance of 114 miles from Eluru.

The population of the village is 792 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Golla, Chak-
ali, Mangali, Uppara, Telaga, Kapu, Yadava, efc.;
Scheduled Castes (122); and Christians. The
chicf means of livelihood of the people are agri-

culture and agricultural labour.

Nagendra temple with the image in the form
of a scrpent near an ant-hill and two churches

are the places of worship in this village.

An ant-hill was formed at the centre of the
village about 4 years ago and Nagendra in the
form of a serpent appeared before the villagers.
From that time onwards the villagers built a
temple and startcd performing pujas on every

Friday.

Nagendruni Uthsavam is celebrated on every
Friday. Puja is performed and fruits are offered.
The festival is being ceclebrated for the past

4 years.



The Hindu dcvotees, local and from the
neighbouring villuges, congregate.  Pujari is one
Udayabhanu Lakshmi Kanthamma of Telaga
community. Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE: [. Sri  Mera Ranga Rao,
Board President, Nadupalle.
Sri N. Varadanam, Teacher, Nadu-
palle.

3. Sri Ramapragada Thirtha Sankar Rao,
Karnam, Nadupalle.

Panchayat

o

3. Vijayarai—Situated on the Eluru—Chintala-
pudi road at the 10th mile from Eluru.

It is said that Sri Krishnadevaraya after
conquering the fort of Pedavegi gifted this village
situated nearest to the fort to the Brahmins in his
father’s name Vijayarayalu. The vitlage is beli-
eved to have been known as Vijayasilanagaram.

The legend is that once Lakshmana shot an
arrow into the ecarth with the aim of bringing
Pathalaganga to the surface, when Sita Devi asked
for water. From that time onwards there is abun-
dant water in the Thammileru river in all scasons.
The river thercefore came to be known as Thammu-
Jayeru  which  corrupted into Thammileru (in
Telugu tammudu means younger brother and
yeru—a river).

The population of the village is 1,227 and it
is made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus-—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Telaga, Gowd,
Golla, Uppara, erc.; and Scheduled Castes (74)—
Madiga, Mala, efc.  The chief means of livelihood
of the people arc agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy temple with the
images of Sivalingam and Ramaswamy and the
Venugopalaswamy templec are the places of
worship in the village. There is also the village
deity Ganganamma. [t is believed that on His
way back to Ayodhya Sri Rama installed the
Sivalingam as a contrition for the sin of having
slain Ravana.

Maha Sivaratri is celebrated for 3 days from
Magha Bahula Triodusi 1o Amavasya (January- Feb-
ruary) in Ramalingeswaraswamy temple. Festival
arrangements are made 3 days in advance. Pujas
are performed during this period. Offerings are

made in the form of cash or kind in fulfilment of
vows.  Devotees  take  oil bath and obscrve
fasting.

The festival i being celebrated from uncicﬁt
times and is of Tocal significance only. The chicf
patron is the Zansindar of Nuzvid,  The Hindu
devotees, local and trom the ncighbourmg villngcs
take part in the festival without any distinction
of caste or creed.  Pujari s w Brahman. There
15 a free fecding on a small scale.

St Ramalingeswaraswamy Kill)“”““hsnvam.
is celebrated for a day on Karika Suddha Lkadast
(October—November).

Ganganamma Jatara is celobrated whenever
epidemics break out in the vitlage. Gouats ah
fowls are sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of
vows.  The devotees  take  oil bath, don new
clothes and obscrve fasting.

Sri Venugopabiswamy  Kalyanothsavam 18
celebrated for a day on Vaisahha Suddha I:kadasi
(April-May) in Venugopalaswany temple.

SOURCE : 1. An enumerator.
2.8 T, Aunavadhanulu, II('(ldIN.ﬂS’er’
Panchayar Basic School, Vijayaral:
3. Sri M. Sita Mohan  Rao  S- E- 0.
Panchayar Samithi Block, Dendulur.

4. Kondalaraopalem Situated at a distance of 4

miles from  Eluru-—Chintalapudi road and
miles from Eluru,

The population of the village is 243 and it 18
made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus—Kupu, Kamma, Velama, efc.; and Sche?
duled Castes (86)- Madiga. The chicf means ‘?f
livelihood of the peaple are agriculture and agr”
cultural labour.

. The village deity Ganganamma is WOT-“‘ippcd
in the village.

~ Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated wheneVer
epidemics break out in the village. Toddy s
poured before the deity.  Devotees decorate
vessels with turmeric, kumbkum and ncem leaves
fill them with buttermilh and toddy and carry
them over their heads to the temple. Cocoanuts

are offered, and goats and fowls arc sacrificed:

Devotees take oil bath and observe fasting. 10¢

local people participate in the festival without

~iany distinction of caste or creed.

Y

SOURCE : Sri G. David, Teacher, Kondalaraopalem.

5, Rayanpapalem — Situated at a distance of
about 2 miles from the Eluru—Chintalapudi road
and 11 miles from Eluru.

The total population of the village is 1,865
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Gowda
including Kalali, Vadrangi, Sale, Chakali; Sche-
duled Castes (325); and Scheduled Tribes (6).
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

Three Rama temples and the image of the
village deity Ratalamma on an elevation in the
midst of a tank are the places of worship in the
village. There are also the images of Subrahman-
yaswamy, Anjaneya, Brahma, Vishnu, Dattatreya,
and Navagrahas and a Sivalingam on the mound.
It is said that the image of Ratalamma has been
on that mound from the time of the Vengi Kings.

Ratalamma Aradhana is celebrated when-
ever epidemics prevail in the village. Toddy
is poured before the deity. Pujas are per-
formed with turmeric and kumkum. Cocoanuts
are offered and goats and fowls are sacrificed
to the deity in fulfilment of vows. Intoxicating
drinks are consumed during the celebration.

The festival is of ancient origin but of local
significance. Local people and from the neigh-
bouring villages congregate. Prasadam is distri-
buted to all.

Daily puja is performed and offerings and
sacrifices are made.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra
Suddha Navami (March—April). Lord’s Kalyanam
is performed during this period.

SOURCE: 1. Sri Rachiraju Venkata. Gurraju,
Headmaster, Samithi  Junior Basic
School, Rayannapalem-

2. Sri Adivi Somasundara Rao, Kar-
nam, Rayannapalem.

1 G. Yazdani, The Early History of the Deccam, p. 56

6. Nyayampalle — Situated at a distance of
6 miles from the Eluru—Chintalapudi road and 10
miles from Eluru.

The population of the village is 897 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Velama, Kummari, Chakali, Yadava; Scheduled
Castes (259)—Madiga, Mala; Muslims and Chris-
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations. :

Sri Rama temple and the village deity Gan-
ganamma are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for S days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Sri
Rama Kalyanam is performed. The local Hindu
people congregate.

Ganganamma festival is celebrated for 10 or
15 days whenever epidemics break out in the
village. The deity is taken out in a procession
to the accompaniment of music. Cocoanuts and
fruits are offered and fowls are sacrificed to the
deity. The local people congregate.

SOURCE: 1. Sri K. V. Sobhanadri Rao, Karnam,

Nyayampalle.
2. Sri G. Sundara Rao, Teacher, Nya-
yampalle.
7. Pedavegi —— Situated at a distance of 7

miles from Eluru by cart track. Pedavegi was the
metropolis of Vengi Kings and was a flgurishing
city during the times of Satavahanas. The Chi-
nese Pilgrim Yuan Chwang mentions about this
place during his travel of Dakshinapatha.

“The principal ‘royal seat’ of the Satavahanas
at this period was Paithan on the banks of the
Godavari. Two other great cities of the Satava-
hana empire were Vaijayanti-Vanavasi (Banavasi)
in North Kanara and Dhanyakataka-Amaravati
in the Guntur District of Madras. Other cities
that probably existed in this age, but were
specially associated with families that rose to
power on the ruins of the empire of the Sata-
karnis, were Kudura and Vengipura.”1

“The route which Yuan Chwang took in his
travels in Dakshinapatha seems to be at first sight
confused and incomprehensible. But a careful
examination will easily show that it is not really
so. The Pilgrim’s route is such that the modern
geographer is not acquainted with. One should
go back to the seventh century to understand the



route of the Chinese Pilgrim and imagine the
topography of the eastery kingdoms of Dakshina-
patha. The Pigrim travelled from Kounyodha
the region lying on the banks of the Cilka l'.\k{;
and extending from the Mahanadi on the north
and Rsikulya and Mahendragivi on the south
to Kalinga. Ttis said that he did not pmccca
directly southwards but travelled in a south-
westerly direction about 1,500 {i (or 300 miles)
and reached Kalinga. The kingdom of Knling‘u
at that period cxtended apparently from the
river Rsikulya on the north-cast to the Sarada on
the south or south-west and was surrounded
on all sides except on the east by cextensive
forests. From Kulinga the Pilgrim pr(\cccdcd in
a north-westerly  direction; and afier travelling
about 1,800 /i (or 360 miles), he reached the capi-
tal of South Kosala. From there through im-
penctrable wilderness Yuan Chwang travelled
south (according to Travels) and south-east
{according to Life) through a forest, about 900 /i
and reached Antolo or the Andhra country
This country was about 300 /i in circuit,
and s capital, Ping-ki-lo was over 20 11"
m circuit.  Ping-ki-lo has been identified ‘-wilh
Vengi or Vengipura, and located near Ellore in
the West Godavari District, The site of the
ancient Vengipura is an extensive areg Studded
With ruins and covered by numerous Avill <
notable among them being Peda Vegi Cim Vegi
and Dendl_lluru. But according 1o fhc l;'mcgn
Calukyan inscriptions the capital of Andli‘r;x y
Vengi country at the time of the Pilgrim's vi:?il;

would appea i , .
pura.”l ppear to be Pistapura and not Vengi-

ages

the fact that Samudragupta subdued the Sala

yana King Ha-tivarman of Vengi. A part of the

inscription is reproduced below,

“TR0Y Hlrod :»‘.:‘5‘:155

Kowsalika  Mahendia Mahakantharccka Vyaghrs Rajs

Tovidhodos WD, oo 8AB

Kowraalakamandaraju Paishtapuraka Mahendragiri
3'&7‘553‘5&1)6}2. bood;igsd;’né

Kowtoorakaswamidatta Parandapallakadamana
3 0 DAY, 825 J3doos,

Kancheyaka Vishnugopa Avimukthakaneelaraja

oAby i Dudy. 058 6KHI

T o

Sir Walter Eliot who carried cxplorations in
* that locality in 1840 has lefta beautlful account
> of the remains of the ancient  Vengipura.
*  ‘About eight or ten miles north of Ellore i8 situa-
ted the village of Peda Vegi, half an hour's walk
to the north of which is Cina Vesgi, and five
miles to the south of these 1S another village
named Dendulur with several hamlets attached
to it, named Ganganagudem, Sanigudem, efc.
According fo the local tradition all these formerly
constituted one large city In which stood
numerous temples which were dedicated to Siva.
The ruins of about fifty fanes sacred to this deity
gtill exist in Dendulur and likewise four statues
or idol of Vighnesvara, one of whlch is very large,
is on the southern side of the village near a tan
surrounded by date trees. A high mound called
Bhimalingam dibba is found on the east side of
the village and a tank named Macalamma-
ceruvu to the north hasa mound in the centre
of which are two stone bulls. There is another
tank to the west of the village qalled Nanka_la—
vari-ceruvu on the tanks of which are two Sila-
: sasanams standing upright .and two more which
have fallen down and which were erect about
four ycars ago. Between Peda ngl and Cina
Vegi is another remarkable mound.”1

This mound is now known as dhanapu dibba (mound
of wealth) and is in charge of the Archaeologi-

cal Department.
After the Salankayanas, the Vishnukundins

occupied the throne of Vengi. In the 7th century
there came a new dynasty, the Eastern Chalukyas,

are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

»
Sri Parameswaraswamy (Siva) temple and
Sri Rama temple are the placcs of worship in the
village. There are the village deities Gangan-
amma and Pothuraju.

Parameswaraswamy (Siva) Uregimpu Uths-
avam is celebrated for 44 days from Kartika
Suddha Padyami (October—November) to Margasira
Suddha Chathurdasi (November—December). Special
pujas are performed during these days. The
festival is being celebrated for the past 60 years
and is of local significance. The local devotees
take part in the festival without any distinction
of caste or creed. Prasadam is distributed to all.

Ganganamma and Pothuraju Jataras are also
celebrated every year. Cocoanuts and fruits are
offered, and fowls are sacrificed to the deities in
fulfilment of vows.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chditm
Suddha Navami (March—April).

SOURCE: I. Sri K. Koteswara Rao, Teacher, Pe=

vaku;&:’ltlecrcsieu;ei:;xlldsot;l the ?atﬂ\/ahanas the Iksh- Vaingeyaka  Ha thivarma Palikkaka Ugrasena.” oo rale over the Sestinies of Andhras. These davegi.
ded as the rulers of Andi . 8ri -
Later their downfall saw the rising c:t{aseDv:::i Chalukyas were an offshoot of the great Chalukya 2. Sri Vadlapatla Satyanarayana, Pan

family of Badami. Pulakesin II, one of the able§t chayat President, Pedavegi.
rulers of the main line invaded the east coast 1n
one of the campaigns of conquest and subdued
Vengi Kingdom in 624 A.D. But it took the
Chalukyas another six years to subdue all the
recalcitrant elements and by 630 A.D., Vengi lost
its importance and became a scat for a viceroy,
Vishnuvardhana, the brother of Pulakesin II, who

truled this part of Vengi tcrritory as viceroy.

These Salankayanas were worshippers of Sun
god. It is believed that there existed @ templ
for Sun-god at this place.

petty principalities throughout Andhra,

“Next to the Brhatphala

3 yanas
das, the Salankayanas were the ¢
that epigraphy has disclosed (o
reigned in Andhradesa.

The sources of our knowl

'he so edge of the hi
of this ancient dynasty are only five coppcritl(;rty
charters of the family that have beep brought tg

and the Anan-
arliest dynasty
us as having

8. Muthanaveedu— Sityated on the Eluru—Chin-

talapudi road at the 9th mile from Eluru.

*The tutclary deity of the Salankayanas

the god Citrarathasvamin. The cpithet Citra-
ll')alléasw:pu-pmlanudhyamh, ‘One who is absorbe
| i : y devotion to the holy feet of the Lord Citra-
{{?;@éﬂg’,’, lhznwé%mn?ms' Fortunately for the E&liclga‘svagun.' which occurs in all their charters
» y them  are  publis , arly bcars out this  conj . Sanskrit
?ings oif‘.“dmé;;‘nsil‘;‘“o“? in Engll)ish, hgl(‘jhe?at: chlcons like Vacaspatvam m;nljii)cl‘]ur(iurarsaarha a3
Biiore. procy gmmpo(;t;t \(/)f a’nllquuy is the ‘hc-';_):f\(()):\)'m for ‘Sun-god', The Salankayanas
The next recond s the ll(J..\]yIa Devavarman. Sun godc' sggealrh.to be worshippers of the
ne next olleru  chg econs 13 vi 3
Vijaya Nandivarman. The third is thcchl’};(tizrvco'i‘ fepiesentation of the ‘é‘lf‘mm:“(‘;‘r t?‘lgo s(::;,-;gd
copper-plate grant of Nandivarman, The fourtgh in the form of a disk with illuminating rays
and the fifth records of the family ar countersunk on the surface on some of the Salanka=

The population of the village is 221 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Kamma, Golla, Telaga, Kapu, Chakali,
Uppara, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (3)—Adi
Andhra. The chief means of livelihood of the
people arc agriculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations.

Once glorious Vengi is now a petty village
with a few visible landmarks which remind us of
its ancient past. There is a big well in the
compound of the fortress and it is believed that

t o lale et ¢ Similar] ' A .. . . : : . .
(}v‘?nﬁ,‘;pdpé{,-ﬁ]{ltfm’f'g‘e",:fngf‘,’g':ﬁ at Kantery in ¥§2a3us:‘g;a (2‘!" refcrence o the worship © chivalrous ladies sacrificed their lives by jumping There is the image of village deity Gangan-
¢ reigns of Vijaya - ‘itrarathasvamin) in the Salanka-

amma carved on a stone under a tree, and an
image of Anjaneyaswamy with no temple. These
are the two places of worship in the village.

Skandavarman and Nandivarman respectively into it, whenever enemy Kkings captured the fort.

Like the Brhatphalayanas and

alaya the A
the_Salankayan;lS also  called thejr mmilr}\lan(}?s,
their gotra name Salankayana.”2 ater

yana recordsis the carliest instance of Sun worship
Ll;thaI;CIcng Andhradesa. The temple of Citra-
Vcnai van’np scems to hﬂ.Ve stood in the metropolis
ian%igudr" iself. Vengipura has been correctly
about M thlh Peda Vegi, a ruined village situate
about cight miles to the north-west of Ellore if
this id est Godavari District. The correctness O

18 identification is confirmed by the existence
of a small mound at Peda Vegi which i8

The total population of the village is 4,570
and it is made up of the followi ng communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kam-
sali, Kapu, Gowd, Vadrangi, Golla, Uppara,
pointed out as -the  site of / o of Mangali, Chakali, etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,180)—
Citcarathasvamin at Vc::gi;;':::-: “":’,‘,‘d“{‘,‘,‘; “ is- Madiga, Maly; and Scheduled Tribes (7)—Yeru~

ﬁ?Vﬂ‘Y of some fagmentary ' Prakrit jnscriptions. kula. The chief means of livelihood of the people
steaa that spot at the present day there
ands a temiple dedicated to God Vishnw.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
whenever epidemics break out in the village.
Puja is performed with kumkum and turmeric.
Cocoanuts are offered and goats, sheep and fowls
are sacrificed to the deity. Intoxicating drinks

It was during the rule of one of these Salanka-
yanas that Samudragupta invaded Andhra Desa
in the middle of the 4th century. Samudra-
gupta’s Allahabad inscriptions bear testimony to

I Bhavaraju Venkatu Krishnarao, A. History of the Earl 1 Bhavaraju Venkata Krishnarao, op. eit., pp- 351-352

2 Ibid., pp. 348-349 » Dynasties of Andhradesa, p. 91



are uscd. Devotees take oil bath and observe
fast during the festival,

The festival is of local significance. Telagas
patronize the festival. The local Hindus congre-
gate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE: 1. Sri T. H. Arlappa, Headmaster, Sami-

thi Adli Andhra Junior Bacic School,
Muthanaveedu.

2. Sri V. V. Narasimha Rao,

Karnam,
Muthanaveedu.

9. Jagannadhapuram — Situated at a distance
of 13 miles from Janampet, which is on the Eluru—
Chintalapudi road and 8 miles from Eluru
FPrmerly the area was covered with forest aﬂ‘or;
ding a good hiding place for robbers and dacoits
It is said that Jagannadham was leader of thc;

local gang and so the village came to be known as
Jagannadhapuram.

.Tk.xe total population of the village is 2,263
and it is made up of the following communi;ieS'
Caste Hindus—Kamma, Uppari, efc.; Scheduled
Castes (879)-—Mala, Madiga, etc.; and Scheduled
Tribes (20). The chief means of livelihood of

the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Rama temple and village deity Ganganamma
temple are the places of worship in the village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for a da
whenever epidemics prevail in the village Goati
and fowls are sacrificed. This Jatara is. of local
significance. The local people congregate.

Srt Rama Kalyanam is celebrated j
. in R
temple on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-Ap:?)a

SOURCE:  [. Sri Duggirala venkata Prasada Rgo

Teacher, Samithi Junior Bagic School
Jagannadhapuram. ’

10. Singavaram, hamlet of Jagannadhapuram—
Situated on the Eluru~Chintalapudi road to the
west of Thammileru at a distance of 8 miles from
Eluru.

The population of the village is 528 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Xalali, Vadrangi, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(3)—Madiga; and Scheduled Tribes (9). The chief

. N e ‘
mcans of livelihood of the people arc agricuiture
and agricultural labour.

Rama temple and the stone image of Vl"ag‘;
deity Ganganamuia under a tree are the places ©
worship in the village.

Ganganamma Puja is celebrated for a day
once in 4 years, whenever ¢pidemics prevail in the
village. Puja is performed. A procession of the
deity is taken out to the accompaniment of ‘“U,s'c
and goatsand fowls are sacrificed. Intoxicating
drinks are used. Community feasts arc arrunged.-
The festival is of local significance. K“h.’h,s
patronise the festival.  The local Hindus partict
pate in the festival.

SOURCE: Sri T. H. Jayavelayudam, Teacher, Singa-
varam.
11. Vempadu -— Situated at a distance of 3

miles from Eluru —Chintalapudi road and 9 miles
from Bhimadole Railway Station by foot-path.

~ The population of the village is 1,268 and 1t
1s made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus—Yadava, Kamma, etc.; and SCthu‘ed
Ca'stes (76) —Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, ef¢. The
chief means of livelihood of the people 87
agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple, with His stone image and
the village deity Ganganamma under a tre€ f¢
the places of worship in the village. Anjaneyd”
swamy is also worshipped in the village.

Ganganamma Urcgimpu is cclcbrated for 3
day. Tt is the belief of the villagers that th1°

festival is  a  harbinger of rain. Toddy is
poured before the deity.

sacrificed. The festival is being cclebrated for

the past 60 years and is confined to the villag®:
The local Hindus congregate.

Chai Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day o
aitra Suddha Navami (March-April). There 18 2

free feeding on u smali scale. Prasadam is distribut”
ed to all,

SOURCE:  Sri Vathuri Samson, Assistant Teache’

Samithi  Special  Elementary Schools
Vempadu.

3{1 Punukollu—Situated at a distance of ©ON°
© to the cast of Madras—Calcutta roads

. SOURCE: Sri
€
Goats and fowls 3T¢

4 miles from Nuzvid Railway Station and 10 miles
from Eluru.

The population of the village is 659 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Gowd, Vaisya, Kamma,
Kummari; Scheduled Castes (49)—Adi Andhra;
Muslims and Christians.  The chief means of
livelihood of the people arc agriculture and
agricultural labour.

The temples of Sitaramaswamy and Viru-
pakshaswamy and a church are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

- Sri Sitaramaswamy festival is celebrated
for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Sapthami to Ekadasi
(March-April). Dhwajarohanam — on  Sapthami,
kalyanam on Navami, rathothsavam on  Dasami,
vasanthothsavam on Ekadasi arc the rituals observed
during this festival. Cocoanuts and fruits are
offered to the deity. Community feasts are
arranged. The festival is of ancient origin and
confined to this village only. The local people
congregate. Pujaris are Brahmins.  Prasadam 1is
distributed to all.

Sri Virupakshaswamy festival is celebrated
for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima
(March—~April).  Dinvajarohananion Ekadasi, kaly-
anam on Triodasi, rathothsavam on Chaturdasi and
vasanthothsavam on Purnima are the rituals. Coco-
anuts and fruits are offercd to the deity. Commu-
nity feasts are arranged during this festival.
The festival is being celebrated from ancient
times and is of local significance. The local
people congregate. Brahmins are the Pujaris.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

Kalaparthi Seetharamachandra Rao,
Karnam, Punukollu.

13. Pedapadu —Situated ata distance of 2 miles
from the boat route on Krishna—Eluru canal and
about 7 miles from Eluru.

The total population of the viliage is 8,464
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Tclaga, Golla, Kamma,
Velama, efc.; Scheduled Castes (142)—Adi Andhra,
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (158); and Christians. The
chief mzans of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour, trade and other
traditional occupations.

-3

The temples of Lord Venugopalaswamy with
His stone image, Someswaraswamy, with the stone
Sivalingam, Sri Rama and Anjaneyaswamy are the
places of worship in the village.

The festivals of Sri Venugopalaswamy and
Sri Someswaraswamy are celebrated together for
a day on Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi (April-May)
and Chathurdasi respectively. During the nights
the images of the deities are taken out in a proces-
sion through the streets and later the kalyanam is
performed. Cocoanuts and fruits are offered to
the deities. These festivals are being celebrated
from ancient times and are confined to this village.
The Hindu devotees of the village congregate.
SOURCE: [I. Sri Bhogaraju Kameswara Rao, Kar-

nam, Pedapadu.
2- Sri Mohammed Vaziruddin,

Level Worker, Pedapadu.

Village

14. Amruthalingampeta — Situated on the banks
of Vijayawada—Eluru canal, at a distance of
about 5 miles from Nuzvid Railway Station and
10 miles by road from Eluru,

The population of the village is 922 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus— Brahmin, Golla, Koppuvelama, Padma-
sale, Chegidi, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali; Sche-
duled Castes (7)--Madiga; and Scheduled Tribes
(23)—Konda Dora, Yerukula. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple and village deity Ganga-
pamma temple are the places of worship in the
village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
on the first Sunday after Vinayaka Chaturthi i.e.,
Bhadrapada Suddha Chaviti (August—September).
The deity is taken outin procession and cocoanuts
are offered. It is being celebrated for the past 30
years and is confined to the village. Sri Bupiraju
Venkateswara Rao is the chief patron. The local

Hindu devotees congregate. Pragsadam is distri-
buted to all.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March=April). Arrange-
ments are made 2 days in advance. Lord’s
kalyanam is also performed during the festival,



It is being celebrated for the Past 15 years and
confined to this village only,
part in the festival.  Pujari
Prasadam is distributed to all,

1y
Local Hindug take

1S a Koppuvelama,

SOURCE:  I- Sri Bhavaraju Lakshminarayuna, Kar-

nam, Amrulhalingampela-
2. 8ri S. Venkatesw

arlu, Teacher, Vasan-
tavada.

15. Vasantavada II—Situated at 4 istanc ;
4 ‘miles from Nuzvid Railway Sta(ig::l:i:ic ?’
miles from Elury by road. There is algo b .
rou.tc on Eluru~Krishng canal. [t ig Bcli‘c;/cd }(:“
a king l?y name Vasantharayalu ruled ove ll“u'
area with Vasantavada ag his capital .Aibtm
20 years 480 some copper plates withy ins.cri t'ou-t
were cxcavated at this place wich are no i the
custody of Government of India. Y the

The total po
and it is made u
rahmin, Vaisye shatri
Golla, Xalali including Sidt’tiéi'h'\'m
Velama, Yadava, Kuruva .
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‘ ummarj
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1_1lcd Tribes (32)—.y
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her traditional o
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nd Mahulakshmlmm,d Bahamma,
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(A:guss:ggazc gf ter Bhadrapga g, su“;‘;:la on the
whenever pe r;\ "'). s generally cejepy,
The deity j Diocmics break out in e

dety 1s given a by and tok e villg
cession to the AcCompanimeny of en Out in »
are taken out in the Streets KO Music,
and naivedyam, - umb
Goats, fowls 3
Intoxicating d

1 being celebrated from ancien

fi . . t times

cned to thls'vﬂlage only. The joey and con-
ongregate without any distinction devorees
Creed.  Pujar

Y righte

pro-
‘ Prabhgs
am
c(;)coanuts and fryjg arcls ?)?Tur‘:d,
n sheep are Sacrificed g th “"Cd-
Tinks are also used. e ?dC}W-
estival

is 2 Kalali with heredjqgpe ¢ OF

.

Mahalakshmamma and  Maddiravamma Kor,
luvus are celebrated on one Friday and 'I'_hu'rsdiiye
Tespectively, whenever cpidemics prevail in '
village.

.. jira
Sri Rama Navamn 1s celebrated on Cha

, d
Suddha  Navami  {March Apriln.  Aradhand an
Ralyanam wie performed. :
. . am *
Abhishchams  are performed 10 Kartlk

(OC“’bCT"NU\cmhcr; in the Siva temples.

: ‘ nkaté”
Vaikunta hadast s celebrated Ve ! in

. . oL ou
SWaraswamy temple and the Lord is taken .

4procession. 1 lowers and fruits are offere

. . Villagé
SOURCE: [ Sri M. Saryanarayana Murlys v
Level Worker, I'NHI/"’“"U‘]‘)' Tt‘ﬂ"”‘r’
20 8Sri Palepu Venkata Rao,
Vasantavada.
. ) 6 miles
16, Gogunta—Situated at a distance of

miles
from the Nuzvid Raitway Station and 12
from Elury,

) ‘ . and 1t
. The poputation of the village "~ f’:‘j, Caste
I8 made up of the following communitics - oun-

Hindus—--Brahmin, Vaisya, Golla, Kmnﬂ"f’cS (2);
dla, Chakals, Mangali; Scheduled Caste®
Scheduled Tribey 13%;; Muslims and
The chief means of tivelihood of the
agriculture, agricultural labour and
tional occupations.

Siva temple, with the image o!

cC
is lhc On‘y pla

the form of 4 stone Sivalingam.
of worship in the village.

a d8

Sva Kalyanam s cclc\‘m‘c‘!‘ f‘x:)funu 3‘:
Phalgunam (Fchru:\ry---~M‘.\l'C\\)- L,"TL Conﬁncdt
offered 1o the Lord.  The festival ‘.;’c e
this village only.  Vaisyay are the ¢ 'lmy isl‘“f‘n
The local Hindus congregate without "vn B"ahm’
tion of caste or creed. Pujari 15 8 Sa"stribut‘ 4
with hereditary rights.  Prasadam 18 :; P"formc.‘
all.  Abhishekam and tlwparml/!a"" uf cr—Novcm

\ ‘ “ob
In the temple daily in Kartikam Oct
bcr),
'ar"‘"”’
o ,no,
SOURCE : Sri Bhavaraju Venkata Krishna

*

17. Sakalakothapalle —Situated at a distance of

6 miles from Nuzvid Railway Statton. It can
we reached by road from Naidugudem which s
connected by bus o Eluru.

The population of the village is 669 and it s
made up of the following communities: C;\ te
Hindus-—Turpukapu, Koppuvelama, efe; Sche-
sduled Castes (155)—Adi Andhra, Madiga; and
Scheduled  Tribes {(64).  The chief means of
livelihood of the peopl: are agriculture and agri-
cultural Tabour.

Village deity Ganganamma image situated to
the west of the village is the only place of wor-
ship.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
ou the first Sunday after Vinayaka Chaviti i.e.,
Bhadrapada  Suddha  Chaviti (August—September).
Cocoanuts and Chalimidi are offered to the deity.
The festival is being celebrated for the past 50
years and is confined to this village ;n?d. mainly
1o Turpukapu and Adi Andhra communities.

SOURCE : Sri Bhavaraju Venkateswara Rao, Karnam,
Sukalakothapalle.

18. Satyavolu—Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from Eluru Railway Station.

The population of the village is 2,420 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Kapu, Kamma, Koppuvelama,
Turpukapu, Vadde, Chakali, Mangali, erc.; Sche-
duled Castes (214)—Mala; Scheduled Tribes (18)
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple and the abode of village
deitics Ganganamma, Pothuraju and a church are
the places of worship in the village. The image
of Ganganamma is made of stone while thuat of
Pothuraju is of wood.

Ganganamma and Pothuraju Jatara is celeb-
rated for a day every year, whenever epidemics
prevail in the village. Cocoanuts are offered and
fowls, sheep and goats are sacrificed to the deitics
in fulfilment of vows. Intoxicating drinks uare
uscd during the Jatara.

SOURCE: Sri Bhavaraju Venkata Subbarao, Karnuni,
Satyavolu.

19. Mupparru—Situated at a distance of 4
miles from the Eluru Railway Station by road.

The population of the village is 2,454 and it
1s made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Tclaga, Golla, Kummari,
Turpukapu, Chakali, Scttibalija, efc.; Scheduled
Castes (472)—-Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (54);
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood

of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva, Anjaneya,
Subramanyeswaraswamy and vitlage deity Ganga-
namma and a church are the places of worship in
the village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for 9 days
whenever epidemics break out in the village. Co-
coanuts are offered and goats, fowls and sheep
are sucrificed to the deity. Intoxicating drinks
arc used.  The local devotees of the village par-

ticipate in the Jatara without any distinction of
caste or crecd.

SOURCE:  Sri Bhavaraju  Kesava  Rao,  Karnam,
Mupparru.
20. Kavagunta — Situated at a distance of 7

miles from Powerpet Railway Station and 8 miles
from Eluru.

The population of the village is 736 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Kuapu, Kamma, efc.; Schedu-
led Castes (178)—Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes
(3): and Christians.  The chief mecans of liveli-

hood of the people are agriculture and agricultu-
ral labour.

Sri Rama temple and village deity Ganga-
namma temple and a church are the places of
worship in the village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days
in the first week of June when the seasonal rains

fail.  Cocoanuts, panakam and vadapappu are
offered to the deity,

The Jatara is confined to this village only.
Sri Chettipalli Buchchiramayya is  the chief
patron.  The local people congregate without any
distinction of caste or creed.  Prasadam is dis-
ributed to all.
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Bhajans arc performed in Kartikam (October -
November) in Sri Rama temple.  Devotees take
bath in Thammileru on Mondays during Kartikam
and observe fast.

SOURCE :  Sri Pujari Veerappa, Kavagunta.

21. Sanivarapupeta —Situated uat  a distance of
2 miles from Eluru. It 15 a suburban arca of
E.luru city. There are a large number of woollen
pile carpet looms in this suburb.

-Tl}e total population of the village is 3,265
and it 1s made up of several suh-communilic; o.f
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (329); Schedu-
leq Tribes (59); Muslims and Chrisli’;ms' The
chief means of livelihood of the people ;\br.c 'wr'\t
culture, agricultural labour and trade. N

) The temples of Chennakesawaswamy, Rama-
Ingeswaraswamy, Anjancyaswamy,

Vishnu, Siva and  village o

deity  Gung:
anganamma,
mosques and churches are the places of worship

in il i )

the village. The vimanam of Sri Chennakesawa

swa ] agnifi i culptare,
my temple 1s a magnificent picce of sculpture

“ SD?anurmasa festival is  celebrated for 30
frc’y Dn Pushyam  (December—January) usunlly
" m December 15th to January l4th n '
es ] ‘
area;/?fetergplc. Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers
red. The.local Hindu devotees of 4l
commugxtxes participate in the \
z?.re 'Valshnavas with hereditary
is distributed to all. '

in Chenna-

festival. Pujariy

riehis. Prasadam

The village dei 3 ;
celebrated for %2 daytsyon(;:niiml]:;mn‘m
nuts, fruits, chalimidi, panakam "
are offered to the dicty. The
b.rated from ancient times and
village. The loc e
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ars. Cocoa-
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atara s heing cele-
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o the
al devotecs congregate )

o Maha Sivaratri ig celebrated in Sy
evotees  observe  fasting and \
Mukkoti Ekadasi and Sivar':nri

atemple,
jagaram on

SOURCE : i 1
CE: I. Sri V. Ramaiah, Teacher

peta. .\ani\'arapu_

2. Sri Pusapati Appalachary

Sanivarapupetq .
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After over-running the Telugu country in
1470, the Muhammadans drew upon the ruins of
the old Vengi city for materials for construction
of their fort at Gllore.  The town was aftcrwards
taken from the Gajapati kings of Orissa by Krish-
na Deva of Vijayanagar in 1515, but was recovered
by the Kutub Shabi Sultan of Golconda.

“The King of Orissa sued for peace, and con-
sented to surrender to Golconda the whole of the
territory between the Kistna and Godavari rivers.

Meanwhile domestic revolutions had weake-
ned the Kingdom of Orissa. Two sons of Pratapa
- Rudra succeeded him one after the other, and
ruled for a year or two till they were toth murde-
red in 1541-42 by a minister named Govinda Deva,
who took the kingdom for himself. He and his
sons ruled till 1559-60, when a Telugu named
Harichandana raised a revolt, Lilled two of the
sons of the usurper, and himself ruled tilt (571
when the kingdom fell finally into the hands of
the Muhammadan kings of Golconda.

This conquest had not been cffected without
severe fighting. The Hinda Raja of Kondavid
attached the Musalman garrison of Konapalle and
the chief of Rajahmundry, one vidiadri, who was
anparently a prince of the house of Orissa, laid

to Fllore, which was also held by the Mub-
ammadans, The latter was signally defeated and
fled to Rajatmundry  The Goleonda troops faid
waste the country round thot town and were then
called away (1364) to assist the other Musalman
Kings of the Docean in the joint atteck on Vijaya-
nagar v hich resulted in the overthrow of that
cmpire in e great battle of Talikota, north of
the Kistna rover, in 1565 That decisive cam-
paign won, Golconda’s conquest of Godavari soon
recommenced. The forts of Peddapuram and
Rajanagaram (from which reinforcements and
provisions were being sent to Rajahmundry) were
first taken, thelatter with difficulty because of
the narrowness of the paths and the thickness of
the jungles which had to be traversed. Rajah-
mundry was thea attacked. The Hindus were defea-
ted in a desperate battle outside the walls
(thowgh they broke the left wing of the invader’s
army) and the fort was then invested for four
months, when it surrendered. This took place In
1571-72. The Muhammadans then marched north,
reducing the fortified places on the way. and
finally conquered all the country of Orissa as far
as Chicacole in Ganjam. The Muslim rulers
could not control their new possessions as a result
of which there were continuous disorders and out-
breaks. The Reddis of the hills plundered Ellore
and Nidadavolu and for some time kept up 3
desultory resistance against the forces sent to
suppress them.

In 1686, Aurangzeb, cmperor of NDethi. mar-
ched to reduce the south of India to hisauthority.
- In the next year he overthrew (among others)y the
kingdom of Golconda. and the country passed
under the direct rule of Delhi. He appointed to
rule his new territories a viceroy who was known
as the Subadar of the Deccan {and luter as the
Nizam of Hyderabad) and residad first at Auranga-
bad and afterwards at Hyderabad. The sabadari
consisted of 22 provinces. of which Rajahmundry
and Chicacole were two With the provinces of
Kondapalle. Fllore and Guntur they formed what

1 Mnadras District Gazettecrs _Godavari, Vol. 1, pp. 28-29

were known as ‘the Northe Ci '
, . § hern Circars,’ a
which still survives.”1 name of

- The history of the place is uneventful after
1t became a part of Northern Circars.

, The population of the city is 109,148 and it
1s‘m:1dc up of several sub-communities of Caste
H'.vndu.x; Schieduled  Castes  (7,231); Scheduled
Tribes (750); Muslims and Christians.  The chief
means of tivelthood of the people are agriculture
agricuttural  labour, trade, services, labour and,
other traditional occupations,

‘ The city is famous for woollen pile carpet
n.ldu\,try, which is being carried on a large scl:ll
since the middle of the 15ta century. The .
jute and cotton mills (oo, e are
The temples of Lord Venugopalaswam
Janardanaswamy, Kanyakaparameswari Saibab}'/’
Markandzsware, Venkateswara, szllcswz;r'x H: .
man, Jalapahareswaraswamy, Siva, Sri R‘a,mad'nuci
Sankar Mutt, beside a few churches and mos » S
ore the places of worship in the city Vilqll'leb
deity Mahalakshmi is also worshipped. .Ther "ige
the  marble images of Gayatri and Datt: © d’re
swamy in Sankar Mutt. Hiatreyas

Venugopalaswamy Rathothsavam is celeb
rated for a day on Magha Suddha Purnima (Jan i
ary=February). Kalyanum of the Lord is perf -
med during this festival. Fruits and éocpo ats
are off;rgd to the deity. This festival is of iil(l:ts
ent origin and confined to the city. The locli
Hindus congregate, without any distinction zf
caste or creed. Prasadam is distributed to all

Sankara Jayanthothsavam in the name of
.‘ugadguru Sankaracharya, the famous religi N
Head is cclebrated for 5 days from Vaisak/ gSO‘;IS
dha Padyami to Panchami (April-May) Ru? bl;l -
shekam and sahasranamarchana are the. ritualra l;-
served during this period. Processions are i 1(2 .
out and lectures on the life-history of Swama -
L:o nducted, Vedaparayana and Geetaparayana arey ire
formed. Cocoanuts, panakam and vadapg, Pare
offered to the Swamy and distributed as pffradirr;

to all the devotecs Ma
‘ 3. ny scholars 2
festival. tend the

The fcsti.val is being celebrated for the past
30 years and is of local significance. The chief
pat-on and trustze is Sri Edara Venkataramayya



The Hindu devotees of the city and  the nearby
villages congregate. Pujerd is o Velnati Branmin
of Kowsikasa  gorrant with hereditury riohts,

Ramakott Mahothsavam is celebrated for s
days from Magha Suddha Eladasi (January =Uchyen-
ary). Arrangemenis for the festival are made one
week in advance. Ankurarpanam, divvajarohanam,
kalyanam are performed. Frubis and
arc offered. The festival 16 being
the past 30 years and s of local whanificance.
Vaisyas are the chiof patrons.  Ahout 10,000 {in-
du devotees, local and from the neighbourine vilj-
ages participate in the festival.  Pujuris are ‘./ i~
khanasa Brahmins. Prasadain i< distributod to

andd
COCOAN UL .
celebrated 1oy

«lA

A fair with about 100 shop: is ho'd for 4

1OV 10
7 days in connection with the festival,  Swoo
utensils, foodstutls, lanterns, torches. comh.
mirrors, books, pictures, photos, cloth, oys, plo -

tic goods, tibbons, ete.,
Cinemas, dramas, lotteries, gambling, exhibitoy
Harilathas . bhujans. musical priformances, e
afford entertainment to the visitors,
threc choultries.

are sold in he (0,

Ky
There av,

Janardanaswamy Ruthothiavam is celoby ated
for a day on Phalguna Suddha Purnima (Fobrunpy—

March) Cocoanuts and fruits qre offered. T,
festival is being celebroted  for the Dkt Y
years. The local Hindus PATLCIPALE in e oo
val.

' Md.  Syed Buji Urs is celebrated for 2 v
M- memory  of the areat waint, whoss tonb i

s

worsiipped. There is 3 Drocession with music,
The Tocal peonle of ol Communities ¢ongre 4o,

without any distinction of caste or creed.

Ravana Brahm:y Utsevam s cel hxvu i
October cvery year.  Sri Rama Navand iy colo
ated for 5§ days from  Chairrg Suddha
(Mam.1~Apr11)

.\“umuu
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Guaneanamma Kolupu is celebrated during
Sankranti. .., January ldth. Sheep and fow!
arc sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of vows.

Local people congregate.

Beerappa Utshavam is celebrated in Sravanam
Iuly—August).

SOURCE : [, Sri Veerla Subbaich, Kothuru.

2. SriGubbala Rusialingaswamy, Kotlhuru.
3. Sri Thadepalli Simhachalam, Teacher,
Kothuru.

at o distance of  about
Ruibwav Station by road
south of Kolleru
fed by the kings of

24. Ponangi-- - Situated
<3 mile, from Powerpet
and one and a half mile:
lak oo This villaee was once ru
Chaola dynasty.

to the

The total population of the villnge 1y 2,362
and i is made up of the following communitios
Caste Hindus—Bralunin, Vaisya, Koppa Velama,
ioHa, Vadrangzi, Chakali, Sagara, Telaga, Kapu,
[diga including Sewibalija, Yadave, YUppan, er,
schieduled Castes (398)—Adi Andhra,  Madiza,
Mala. efe.. Scheduled Tribes 79); Muslims and
Christiaas. The citiel micans of livelihood of the
prople are agriculture, agricultural
other traditional occupations.

labour and

The temples of Vynatheyaswamy (Siva) with
the sclf-manifested  Sivalingam, Anjaneyaswamy
and Sri Rama are the pldces of worship in the
village. There are two village deities Ganganamma
and Gonthemma, and a church 1n the village.
Formerly, an ofd woman was performing puja to
the Lingam and once the Lord appeared beloiw
jate Chunduru Srceramulu, a prominent Vaisya
merchant of Eluru in a dream and ordered him to
construct a temple.  Accordingly a temple was
constructed.

Sri Vynatheyaswamy festival is cclebrated
for a day during Sivaratrii.e., on Magha Bahula
Chaturdasi (January~February) and during Dasur‘u
on Asviyuja Suddha Dasani (Scptember'—Octobe'.').
Kalyanam is performed during Sivaratri. Devotees
take oil bath and observe fasting and jagarana.
Flowers and fruits arc offered to the deity.  The
festival is of ancient origin and confined to the
village, he local Hindu devotecs congrev.:*tc
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pijuri
15 Sri Kri'shnanwrly, a Brahmin.  Prasadar is

13

distributed to all.

It is said that Kunthi Devi ran away when
Dharmaraju was angry with her for bemoaning the
death of Karna on the battle field. She took shelter
m the house of a Mala. So in memory of her,
Gonthemma festival is celebrated by Malas. Gon-
themma Jatara is celebrated for 10 days in Asviyu-
jam (September—October).  The image of Gon-
themma is taken out in a procession in the village
with music and fancy dresses.  The festival is
being celebrated from ancient times and is confi-
ned to the local Marijuns. The Village Heads

patronise the festival, The local Harijans congre-
gate.

SOURCE: [.  Sri T. Parasuram Prasad, Headmas-

rer, Elementary School, Ponangi.

An Enumerator, Ponangi.

3. Sri 4. Krishaa Rao, Village
Worker, Ponangi.

4. Sri K.S.R. Anjaneyulu, Panchayat Pre~
sident, Ponangi.

5. Sri Thawmale Sambaiah; Village Mun-
Siff. Ponangi.

to

Level

25. Madepalle — Situaied at a distance of 2
miles from Eluru on Eluru—=Sriparru road. Upto
the year 1928 it was called Makd:vapalle, after
the local temple; gradually, it became Madepalle.

The total population of the viilaze is 2,444
and it is made up of the following communities ;
Caste Hindus—DBrzhmin, Kamma, Telaga. Kapu,
Golle, Gowda  including Settibalija, Jangam,
Yadava, Uppari, erc.: Scheduled Castes (540)-Mala,
erc; and Christians.  The chief means of livelihood

of the peopic arc agricalture and agricultural
labour.

The temples of Mallikarjunaswamy with the
Sivatingam and the image of His consort Bhrama-
ramba, Sri Rama, Subrahmanyeswaraswamy and
Anjancyaswamy arc the places of worship in thc
village. There uare the village demes Ga ;
namma and Mahalakshmamma and ‘
vitlaze besidezs Alekswamy Mutt.
Mallikarjunaswany has also the im
patht and Nandeeswara,

Sti Mallikarjunaswamy festiva
for u day each on Vykunts Ekadasi, a



The Hindu devotees of the city and the  noarby
villages congregate.  Pujari s 4 Velnati Braamin
of Kowsikasa  gofram with hereditary rinhts,

Ramakoti Mahothsavam is ¢olebrated for S
days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi (Vinwary=Febiu-
ary). Arrangements for the festival are made one
week in advance. dokwrarpanam, divvajarohanan, ol
kalyanam are performed. Fruits und
are offered. The festival 1y being
the past 30 years and s of losal Shanilicance.
Vaisyas are the ¢hief patrons.  Abhout 10,000 {{in-
du devotees, local and from the neighbouring vilf-
ages participate in the festival. Pujaris ave Vi
khanasa Brahmins. Prasadam is distributed to ot
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7 days in connection with the festival,
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tic goods, Tribbons, ete., are soid in the (o,
Cincmas, dramas, lotterics, gambling, exhibition "
Haril:athas, bhajans- wmusical performances,
afford entertainment to the visitors,
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Janardanaswamy Rathoth avamoas celebrated
for a day on Phalguna Suddha Purdima (Fobruagy -
March). Cocoanuts and fruits ure offered.  Thi-
festival 1s being celebroted  for the Dast 4y
years. The local Hindus PATGCIPILC i (he [
val. \
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ated for 5 days
(March—April).

Utsevam iy celebrated 1y
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SOURCE: 1. Sri Mocherly Suryararayaniartl.y,
Assistant Teacher, Eluru.
2. Sri Chillarige Gopalakrishna, i.A.,
B.Sc., B.Ed. Teacher, Swuit. Fdare Sv.bb-
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Guaneanamma  Kolupu is celebrated duving
S;n]\'mnti: f.e., Junuary 4l Sheep and towls
arc sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of vow.,
Local people congregate.

Beerappa Utshavam is celebrated in Sravanam
July—=August).

SOURCE: [, Sri Veerla Subbaich, Kothuru.
2. SriGubbala Rumalingaswainy, Kothuiu.

3. Sri Thadepalli Simhachalam, Teacher,
Kothuru.

24, Pomanzi—- Situated at 2 distance of about

3 mile, from Poworpet Reutiway Station by road

~ | . AR VAN B N
cod one and a half mile: to the wouth of Kolleru
lako. This villaes was oncs ruled by the Kings o

Chola dynasty.

The total popuiation of the villige v 2,362
and it is made up of the following commuanitics:
Caste Hindus——Brahmin, Vaisya, Koppa Velama,
Cola, Vadrangi, Chakalt, Sagara, Telaga, Kapu,
Ldiga including Seuibalija, Yadave, Uppari, ere.,
n\:l;cdu\cd Castes (398)—Adi Andhra,  Madiga,
Mala, ete.. Scheduled Tribes 79); Musiims and
Christiaas. The ciiel mcans of livelihood of the
prople are agriculture, agricultural
other traditional occupations.

labour and

The temples of Vyaatheyaswamy (Siva) with
the sclf-manifested  Sivalingam, Anjaneyaswamy
and Sri Rama are the places of worship in the
village. There are two village deities Ganganamina
Formerly, an old woman was performing puja
the Lingam and once the Lord appeared beloic
jate Chunduru Srceramulu, 2 prominent Vaisya
merchant of Eluru in a dream and ordered him to
construct a temple.  Accordingly a temple was
constructed.

Sri Vynatheyaswamy festival is cclebrated
for a day during Sivaratri i.e., on Magha Bahula
Chaturdasi (January—February) and during Dasur\u
on Asviyuja Suddha Dasami (Scptcmbcr‘—Octobcr).
Kalyanam is performed during Sivaratri. Devotees
take oil bath and observe fasting and jagarana.
Flowers and fruits arc offered to the deity.  The
festival is of ancient origin and confined to the
village. The local Hindu devotecs Congrc;'z:\tc
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujari
s Sri J(ri'shnznmn'ty, a4 Brahmin.  Prasadam is

distributed to all.

It is said that Kunthi Devi ran away when
Dharmaraju was angry with her for bemoaning the
death of Karna on the battle ficld. She took shelter
m the house of a Mala. So in memory of her,
Gonthemma festival is celebrated by Malas. Gon-
themma Jatara is celebrated for 10 days in Asviyu-
Jjam (September—October).  The image of Gon-
themma is taken out in a procession in the village
with music and fancy dresses. The festival is
being celebrated from ancient times and is confi-
ned to the local Harijuns., The Village Heads

patronise the festival.  The local Harijans congre-
gate.

SOURCE: I.  Sri T. Parasuram Prasad, Headmas-

ter, Elementary School, Ponangi.

2. An Emumerator, Ponangi.

3. Sri A. Krishna Rao, Village
Worker, Ponangi.

4. Sri K.S.R. Anjaneyulu, Panchayat Pre=
sident, Ponangi.

S Sri Thunmala Sambaiah; Village Mun-
siff. Ponangi.

Level

25. Madepalle -— Situated at a  distance of 2
miles from Eluru on Eluru—Sriparru road. Upto
the year 1928 it was called Malind:vapalle, after
the local temple; gradually, it became Madepalle.

The total population of the village is 2,444
and itis made up of the following communities :
Caste Hindus—DBruhmin, Kamma, Telaga, Kapu,
Golla, Gowda including Settibalija, Jangam,
Yadava, Uppari, erc.; Scheduled Castes (540)-Mala,
ete; and Christians.  The chief means of livelihood
of the peopic are agricalture and agricultural
labour.

The temples of Mallikarjunaswamy with the
Sivalingam and the image of His consort Bhrama=
ramba, Sri Rama, Subrahmanyeswaraswamy and
Anjaneyaswamy arc the places of worship in the
village. There are the village deities Ganga-
namma and Mahalakshmamma and a church in the
village besidzs Alekswamy Mutt.  The temple of
Mallikarjunaswamy has also the images of Gana-
pathi and Nandeeswara,

sri Mallikarjunaswamy festival is celebrated
for a day each on Vykunta Ekadasi, and Sankranti



(14th January). During the festival days Malli-
karjunaswamy and Bhramaramba are taken out
in a procession  on
vahanam rtespectively.

seshavahanam and  nandi-
Abhishekam 1s performed
for the deitics.  Fruits, cocoanuts and flowers
are offered. The fustival 1s being celebrated for
the past 60 years and is confined to the village.
The temple has 4.50 acres of Inam land, The
local Hindus participate i the {estival without
any distinction of caste or creed.
ris  with hereditary rights.  Prasedam is distri-
buted to all.  Every Friday Sahasranama kumbkum
puja is performed to Bhramarambn.

There ave puja-

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).  Sita Rama
kalyanam 1s performed on that day and the image,
of Sita and Rama arc taken out wm o procession.
Prasadam and panakam arc distributed to all.

Gangenamma Koluvu is celebrated wheneve
epidemics prevail in the village.  Gouts. sheep anel
fowls are sacrificed to the deity.

Once in three years yagnam and aradhana are
performed in Alekswamy Mutt.  Sadhus and pan-
dits from distant places attend this tostival,

SOURCE: I. Sri Gade Maruthkumara

Karnam, Madepalle

2. Sri Darapu Ramachandra Rao, Pancha-
yat President, Madepalle.

3. Sri P. Ramakrishnayva, Headmaster,
Samithi Junior Bggsic  School, Made-
palle.

4. Sri Chintapalli Balaramaswamy, Teq-
cher, Elementary School, Madepdlle.

Venkatroo,

26. Jalipudi—Situated at a distance of

. one mile
from Eluru—Sriparru road and 3 miles

fromElury.

The total population of the village is 2.34)
and 1t 1s made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma,

) . e Idiga
including Settibalija, Mangali, Chakali, Uppari.
Kapu, erc.; Scheduled  Castes (40); Scheduled

Tribes (15) and Christians. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour and other traditional accuputions,

The temples of Baneswarwswamy  with (e
Sivalingam and an image of Parvati. Sy Ramsa
Anjaneyaswamy and 2 church are tha places ot
worship in the villag:.

Sri Buneswara awamy o festsal s colebrated
for a day on Pushiva Suddha Dwadasi "l)vgcmh-:r.-—
January;. A proce sion o taken oul Juring this
t‘c“li\':li. Cocounuts, truies and flowers Are offered
to the deity. The festival 1w bang celobrated
from lll\g-iCll’l Uimes and s contined to this vitlage
without any
i Velit-

The local Hindu devotees conerernte
distinction of ca e and ciood. Prfari v

adu Brahwim with herediary viphte,

e - . ay oo
Sti Rama Navami is celebrated tor ad .
. . . , . ANyt Ny
Chaitra Suddha  Navami DNavel Apitie ‘)“l‘ i
this testival St Revna Aalvanan s partoarmed.

. . . [ roam
Durga pujas e perform sd e 10 dine t

Asvivuja Swddha Vidiva v Dasani S‘cplc‘.l\h("‘
()'\'l(\hk‘l';.

. . . . .
SOURCT L L Se Gade Sei Rama Bhosendra Ra

Narmam. Jalipudi.
S0 Sri Do Lakshmanaswanty. i
Teacher, Junior Busic School. ./U/"l"“!"
Soo Sei Che Sundarasiva - Rao. ”(-(u’/'-
muster. Junior Basic School. Jalipudt-
4. Sri Puli Sarvannaravana. Panchaval
Board President. Jalipudi.

,"‘\\"\""”’

217. (;udi\'akul‘d“ka—« 'Si(Llll(Cd
miles from Elury,
to this village.

at a distancee of 1\2
. v o
Fhere ie also o boat approat

The total population of the village 18 2‘.06(?
and it is made up of the following communitics:
Caste-Jindus-- Kapu, Vadde, Vadrangi, Chakall.
Scttibalija, Yadava, Kuruva, Mangah, crc. Sche-
duled  Castes  (164)—Panchama; Muslims and
Christians.  The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

L ) 1C
The temple of Sri Rama and a church are !
only places of worship in the village.

S
i i ' .- ay'
Kunthidevi Pandupa is celebrated for 5 day

from October 1S(h. an

It is of ancient origin v
N s . . N N >C
confined to this village only,  The local Schedt®

Castes people congregate,

R . . ay»
Sti Rama Kalvanam is celebraged for 9 ! i

' R . an
i the Rama temple from Jrairra Suddha Padyd?

W Navami (March—April),

SOURCE . ],

Gudivakal.: ka.

- - »achéer
Kumari Thokala Marthamma. Teac hers

. 2. Kumari N. Sanjeevamma,
. Gudivakalanka.

Teacher,

28. Chataparru— -Situated at a distance of about
4 miles from Eluru.

The total population of the village 1s 4'1,.107
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu Xoppu
Velama, Kamma, Velama, Golla, Settibalija,
Yadava, Viswabrahmin, efc; Scheduled Castes
(766) —Adi Andhra, ere; Scheduled Tribes (27)—
Yerukula, Lambadi; Mustims and Christians. The
chielf means of livelihood of the people are agri-

~cuiture, agricultural labour, trade, and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The temples of Janardanaswamy, Malleswara-
swamy, Anjaneya and village deity Ganganamma,
and a church are the places of worship in the
village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated once in 10
or 15 years when animals and fowls arc sacrificed.
Sweets and fruits are offered to the deity. The
festival is confined to the village. The local
people congregate, Prasadam is distributed to all.

Dhanurmasothsavam is celebrated for 30 days
in Janardanaswamy temple in Pushyam (December—
January). Devotees observe fasting on Mukkoti
Ekadasi.

1]

SOURCE: 1. Sri Gutta Pedakutumba Rao, Viliage

Munsiff, Chataparru.

2. SriSajja Seshagiri Rao, Headmaster,
Samithi Elementary School, Chata-
parru.

3. Sri T. Seetharamaswamy, Teacher,

Chataparru.
4. Sri D. Lakshminarayana Rao, Village
Level Worker, Chataparru.

29. Vegavaram—Situated at a distance of 5 miles
from Eluru by road.

The total population of the village.i.s 783 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—-Brahmin, Kapu, Chakali, Kalali; Sch'e-
duled Castes (311)-——Dombara; Muslims and Chris-
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour. As there

arc many ruined mosques here the hamlet of
Vegavaram is called Masidupadu ( Masidu—mosque).

The temples of Sri Rama and village deity
Ganganamma, and a church are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated once in 2
or 3 years for a period of 10 days generally in the
month of May, whenever epidemics prevail in the
village.  Usually during the Jatara, a devotee gets
possessed of the deity and the deity reveals her
feelings and prophccies through him. Whenever
certain contagious diseases prevail in the village,
the devotees believe that it is due to the deity
Ganganamma. They have great faith in this Jatara
and believe that the celebration protects them
from diseases and ailments. He-buffaloes, goats,
sheep and fowls are sacrificed to the deity on the
last day of the Jatara in fulfilment of vows. The
Jatara is confined to this village only. The local
Hindus congregate. Pujaris are Chakalis.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in the Rama
temple on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).
SOURCE: Kummari V. Siromanamma, Assistant
Teacher, S.W.B. School, Masidupadu.

30. Galayagudem —- Situated on the Eluru-

Jangareddygudem road at a distance of 5% miles
from Eluru.

The total population of the villageis 911 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Telaga, erc.; Scheduled Castes (40) and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple and village deity Achamma
temple and a church are the places of worship in
the village.

Achamma Perantalu Jatara is celebrated for 3
days from January 29%th. Agnigundam thokkuta
(walking on fire pit) is performed on the last day.
Fruits and flowers are offered to the deity and
fowls are sacrificed in fulfilment of vows. Devoa
tees take oil bath and observe fasting and jagarana
during this festival. The festival is being celebra-
ted for the past 5 years and is confined to the
village. The local devotees congregate. Pujari
isa Telaga. Harikathas, dramas and bhajans afford
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livelihood of the people are agriculture and SOURCE : Sri

entertainment to the devotecs. There is free feeding
on a small scale.

SOURCE:  Sri K. Suryanarayana,

Villuge  Level
Worker, Galayagudem-

3'1. Naguladevunipadu, hamlet of NSanigudem
Situated on Eluru—]zmg'lrcddygudcm r«m?\ t
distance of 6 miles from Clury
Dendulur Railway Station.
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Agricultural labour.

There are two Sri Rama mandirams and the
village deities Ganganamma, Maddiramma and

Mahalakshmamma in the village.

, Village deities Jatara is celebrated for a day
every year according to the convenience of the
A procession of the deities is taken

Animals and fowls are
sacrificed to the deities in fulfilment of vows.
Dtvotees observe fasting and jagarana during the

villagers.
out during this Jatara.

festival. The local people congregate.
, ris are Chakalis and Kummaris.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on

Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—-April).

ers to meet the expenditure of the festival,
kam is distributed to all.

SOURCE :
sident, Medinaraopalem.

2. SriThamaraju Lakshmipathi Rao, Kar-

nam, Medinaraopalem.

3. Sri Parankusam Ramanuja Suri, Tea-

cher, Medinaraopalem.

34. Narasimhapuram—Situated at a distance
of 14 miles from the 319th milestone on the
National Highway; 2 miles from the Sitampet
Railway Station on Vijayawada—Waltair section of
the Southern Railway and 12 miles from Eluru.

The population of the village is 462 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Golla, Chak-
ali, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (274)—Adi
Andhra, Arundhatiya. The chief means of liveli-

hood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Village deity Ganganamma temple is the only
place of worship in the village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated during
November or December according to the conveni-
ence of the villagers. It is being celebrated

from ancient times. The local devotees attend
the Jatara,

The puja-

Proces-
sions and bhajans are arranged during this festival.

Some subscriptions are collected from the villag-

Pana-

1. Sri Kuricheti Narasimha Raju, Pre~

Prattipati  Baleswamy,

Panchayat
President, Muppavaram.

35. Pangidigudem—Situated at a distance of 4
miles from Bhimadole Railway Station on Vijaya-

wada—~Waltair section of Southern Railway and 17
miles from Eluru.

The total population of the village is 2,223
and it is made up of the following commu-
nities: Caste Hindus-—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu,
Kamma, Gowda, Muthracha, Viswabrahmin,
Chakali, Kshatria, Uppari; Scheduled Castes(761)—
Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya; and Scheduled Tribes
(45)—Yenadi. The chief means of livelihood of

the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations.
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The temples of Sri Adimalleswaraswamy
with the Sivalingam and Subrahmanyaswamy with
the stone image of the deity in the form of a
serpent are the places of worship in the village.

Itis said that about 9 years ago Sri Subrahm-
anyaswamy appeared before Patnapu Satyanara-
yana, a local vadrangi in a dream and comma-
nded him to instal an image of the deity. Accor-
dingly an image of Subrahmanyaswamy was instal-
led and worshipped.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 7
days from Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—
December). Cocoanuts, bananas, fruits, flowers
and silver hoods are offered to the deity in fulfil-
ment of vows. This festival is being celebrated
for the past 10 years and is of local significance.
Viswabrahmins patronize the festival. About
2,000 Hindus, local and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate. Pujariis a Viswabrahmin,
Teertham and prasadam are distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 7 days. Eatables, foodstuffs, lanterns,
mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, etc., are sold.

Dramas,Harikathas and burrakathas afford entertain-
ment to the visitors.

Abhishekam on every Monday in
(October-November) and Jwalathora&;ta'n f: rt;)’::::
ima are performed in Adimalleswar
ple. Abhishekamis performed daily d
masam and the deity is taken out in
on Sankrant! day.

aswamy tem-
uring Dhanur-
Kol a procession
is

Sivaratri i.e., Magha Bahula Chaturfllescib(r;::;d -
Fepruary). Pujari is a Saiva Brahmin g l:iary—
chief patron is Sri Krittiveni Pera Raju " the

SOURCER: 1. Sri Bhogarajy Gangadharg Rao, Kar-

nam, Thirumalampalem.
2. SriD. Chalapaii Rao, Headmaster

Panchayat Samithi §
ampal? chool, Thirumaql-

3. f’ri P. Sita Ramgq Raju, Headmas-
er, Panchayat Samithi Elemeniqr
. School, Thirumalampalem ¢

Sri G- H. Subrahmanyeswarudu Vill.
age Level Worker, Thirumalam;)alem-

3 . DWll‘lh Thi i

Vijayawada—Waltair section and 24 m“csf rf:;:
Eluru. Formerly this village was full of for :

Once Dwaraka Maharshi, a great saint pcrtt:orl_.n:)rd
penance facing north for the darshan © s at
Venkateswara.  Lord Venkatesward who W;:xmy
that time strolling along with M:lllcswura[is per
in that hrcu, appeared before Dwaraka: lace

the wish of the rishi Lord Venkateswara P ire

his feet over Dwaraka. Thus the place .acql_' hed
the name Dwaraka Thirumala, as dlsuﬂgu\‘:ara.
from the original Tirumala of Lord Vc,nkatcs Ven-
Lord Malleswara who waited for a wh.“c fo-rnd i$
kateswara, finally scttled on the hills, 3

now called Konda Malleswara-

Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, eani
Chakali, Mangali, Kapu, Yadava, S“.':cs( 0)
Scheduled Castes (221); and Scheduled Tri le 8f
The chief means of livclihood of the PEOPEE
agriculture, agricultural labour and othel'e cng”
tional occupations. Several local Pcopl.c o

aged in selling sundry articles to pilgnms:

i ated
Lord Venkateswaraswamy temple sie

a height of 120 feet is the muin '°mpeo‘ of
Place. A portion of the temple is carve to

the hill.  There is a flight of steps lcadm&s s fine
temple from below. The main entrance :in
gopuram of five storeys. Situated w“s mal
precinets of the temple are four mantapam_, jyant
temples for the twelve Alwars, Yag'uah‘a ants*
Mantapam, Vilasa Mantapam, Dhanurmass yeat!
pam, Vijayadasami Mantapam and .C“’mvi;ibh
Day Mnntapam- The Originul idol Wlthw estﬂa
feet is installed in the front while the PE% ~ cpys
blished image is behind in a standing gbhoy
with four hands, namecly, sankhu, chakr@

and varada hastas-

vef

s 8
The popular legend is that there .‘:a warsh
pious and virtuous Brahmin couple 1! sﬂ“‘

Thirumala, They went on P“grimagc :;ora.st“
places such as Kasi (Banaras), Gaya ik, J8 :
davan, Dwaraka, Ujjain, O“k“wm'.Nus' S,\’i“““
ath, Kotipalli, Antharvedi, Ahobilam: ‘
Sreerangam,  Vaidyanatham, | acro
Kanchi and Kalahasti and bathcd 10 the : i, 004
crs Phaiguni, Ganga, Yamuna, S“msw:]rs,
vari, Krishnaveni, Pinakini, TungabhaC s o th
vathi, Kaveri, Kshipra and Narmads- isi“d‘b‘
returned to their native village 8 rish! vs
house and preached about the greatnes

-halavasa Sri Venkatesa and Alivelumangathayara-
yima. The couple, therefore started on a pilgrimage
:0 Seshachala Tirupati and while passing through a
thick forest during midday the Brahmin felt very
‘hirsty. His wife fearing that he might die of thirst
segan to cry- Lord Venkatesa appeared before
them in human form and offered them water- The
couple, who were so much advanced spiritually,
immediately recognised their benefactor as Lord
Sri Venkateswara and the Brahmin began reciting
slokas spontaneously in praise of the Lord, who
revealed Himself to the devotees and asked them
to*return home and worship him- He also revea-
led to them that his image would be found buried
under the foot of a tree on which his vahanam
Vainatheya (Garuda, the sacred kite) would perch.

On returning home the couple revealed to
the villagers the grace of the Lord and accompa-
nicd by them they searched the nearby hill for
Vainatheya, but could not succeed. The villagers
who got tired disbelieved the Brahmin, and char-
ged him as an impostor- The Brahmin prayed to
the Lord to save him when suddenly Vainatheya
appeared on a tree- After performing the usual
puja, the Brahmin dug at the foot of the tree on
which Vainatheya was perched and found the
stone image of the Lord. The digging continusd
but there was no sight of the fecet of the image.
The Lord appeared before him and advised him
to give up the vain attempt to search for His
feet, as His feet were granted for worship to
Vairochana.- The image thus found was installed
there according to the Vedic rituals. As a resuit
of the prayer of this great devotee Sri Mallikar-
juna, the Lord of Srisailam also settled there with
Parvati. Thus temples were raised for Hari and
Hara- This place is called the second Tirupati
or Diguva Tirupati and is considered as sacred as
Eguva Tirupati- While in fourteen years’ exile,
in Threthayuga, it is said that Sri Ramachandra
of Ayodhya worshipped the Lord at Dwaraka
Thirumala. In the next Dwaparayuga, the Panda-
vas also worshipped the Lord during their exile. It
was recorded that Sri Krishnadevaraya of Vijaya-
nagaram and Andhra Kings Vikramaditya and
Rajarajanarendra had also visited this sacred
shrine. The Lord appeared before Dharma
Apparayanam Maharaj in his dream and revealed
to him that his devotees are deprived of His feet
for worship and ordered him to get his full sized
stone image form Tirupati along with the stone
image of Mangathayaramma and instal them near

the original image. He did accordingly, and
at present the installed image is behind the orgi-
nal self-manifested image-

Besides the image of Alivelu Mangathaya-
ramma the stone image of Bibi Nancharamma is
housed in a small temple in the Mukha Manta-
pam. The legend is that Aurangazeb, the Moghul
Emperor demolished a number of Hindu temples
and took some images to Delhi- His daughter
was very much fascinated by the idol of the Lord
at Yedugiri (Mysore State) and kept it with her
in her palace. The Lord used to appear before
her during nights and gradually she fell in love
with Him. When Sri Ramanujacharya wanted to
restore the temple at Yedugiri to its original
state the Lord appeared before him in a dream
and told him that the utsava vigraham was with
the princess at Delhi. Ramanujacharya could not
trace the vigraham at Delhi, and so he began
to pray to the Lord. A twelve-years old boy
came and sat on his lap and at once turned into a
stone imagz, which was later taken to Yedugiri-
Aurangazeb’s daughter could not bear the absence
of the Lord. The Lord, therefore, directed Ram~
anujacharya to get her there and celebrate their
marriage. After she was brought she also turned
into a stone image. Th> images were got married
and from that time onwards she is being wors-
hipped as Bibi Nancharamma in several Venkate-
swara temples and at Dwaraka Thirumala also-

The temple of Konda Mallikarjunaswamy
and Bhramaramba is located on the top of the
hill. The Lord is in the form of a Sivalingam
with the stone Nandi in front. The other temples
of the place are those of Anjaneyaswamy, Subrah-
manyaswamy, Sri Rama, Ganganamma, Veerabha-
draswamy and Haranath Baba.

Two kalyanams, one on the day of His origi-
nal establishment on the hill and the second on
the day of installation of the full-shaped image
are celebrated annually for Lord Venkateswara.
The first kalyanam is celebrated for 8 days from
Vaisakha Suddha Dasami (April-May). On the
first day the marriage ceremony is performed
after decorating the idols as bridegroom and
bride. Ankurarpanam and dhwajarohanam take
place on the second day. The deity is taken out
in a procession during the night. Gajavahanam
and silver seshavahanam processions take place on
the 3rd and 4th days. Kalyanamahothsavam is
calebrated on the fifth day with silver Garuda



The temples of Sri Adimalleswaraswamy
with the Sivalingam and Subrahmanyaswamy with
the stone image of the deity in the form of a
serpent are the places of worship in the village.

Itis said that about 9 years ago Sri Subrahm-
anyaswamy appeared before Patnapu Satyanara-
yana, a local vadrangi in a dream and comma-
nded him to instal an image of the deity. Accor-

dingly an image of Subrahmanyaswamy was instal-
led and worshipped.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 7
days from Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—
December). Cocoanuts, bananas, fruits, flowers
and silver hoods are offered to the deity in fulfil-
ment of vows. This festival is being celebrated
fo'r the past 10 years and is of local significance
Viswabrahmins patronize the festival. About.
23000 Hindus, local and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate. Pujari is a Viswabrahmin
Teertham and prasadam are distributed to all. '

. A fair is held in connection with the festival
or 7  days, Egtables, foodstuffs, lanterns,
mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, efc., are sold.

Dramas,Harlkathas and burrakathas afford entertain-
ment to the visitors.

Abhishekam on every Monday i ]
(October—November) and Jwalathora}rlmr: f: ';i;l;"
ima are performed in Adimalleswaraswamy tem-
ple. Abhishekam is performed daily during Dhan i
masam and the deity is taken out in a process'ur-
on Sank'ranti day. Kalyanam is celebrated on
Sivaratri i.e., Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (Janua -
Fepruary). Pujart is a Saiva Brahmin and the
chief patron is Sri Krittiventi Pera Raju ne the

SOURCE: I. Sri Bhogarafu Gangadhara Rao, Kgr-
nam, Thirumalampalem. ’

2. Sri D. Chalapai Rao, Headmaster
Panchayat Samithi School, Thirumalz
ampalem.

3. fri P.P Sit: Rama Raju, Headmas-
er, FPanchayat Samithi Element
School, Thirumalampalem. e

4.

SriG. H. Subrahmaniveswarudu, Vill-
age Level Worker, Thirumalampalem.

37. Dwarftka Thirumala— Situated at a distance
of 12 miles from Bhimadole Railway Station on
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Vijayawada—Waltair section and 24 miles from
Eluru-  Formerly this village was full of forest.
Once Dwaraka Maharshi, a great saint performed
penance facing north for the darshan of Lord
Venku.tcswara- Lord Venkateswara who was at
that time strolling along with Malleswaraswamy
in tha_t area, appeared before Dwaraka. As per
the wish of the rishi Lord Venkateswara placed
his feet over Dwaraka. Thus the place acquirc'ﬁi
the name Dwaraka Thirumala, as distinguished
from the original Tirumala of Lord Venkateswara.
Lord Malleswara who waited for a while for Ven-

kateswara, finally settled on the hills, and " is
now called Konda Malleswara.

i l’:‘he total population of the village is 1,734
o 1s-made up of tbe following communities:
CES:: Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Golla, Idiga,
Scse(;ihl,dMangali, Kapu, Yadava, Satani efc;
5 uled Castes (221); and Scheduled Tribes (50).

¢ chief means of livelihood of the pcople are
agnculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
th!llal' occupations- Several local pcople are eng-
aged 1n selling sundry articles to pilgrims.

. heiLE:d }’enkatesware}swamy temple situated at
placeg AO 120 feet is the main temple of the
the hill ?gmm} of the temple is carved out of
temple .fro ;rc 1s a flight of steps leading to the
gopuram '}‘ elow. The main entrance has a fine
precinct °f five storeys. Situated within the
temples ; of the temple are four mantapams, small
Mangs aOT :,hc twelve Alwars, Yagisala, Kalyana
pam s,m’ llasa Mantapam, Dhinurmasa Manta-
Day’M ljayadasami Mantapam and New Year’s
et is ?:sttz??rg.' The original idol with invisible
blished i ed In the front while the newly esta-

!mage 1s behind in a standing posture

with four hands, namel
and varada hastas. Y sankhu, chakra, abhaya

piouSThedpo.p“la’ legend is that there was a very
Thiru;nl virtuous Brahmin couple in Dwaraka
Slaces sa al; Thcy_ went on pilgrimage to sacred

uch as Kasi (Banaras), Gaya, M1dura, Brin-

dav: s
aztl;:anl,(‘l))t\iva;lzll!(a, Ujjain, Onkaram, Nasik, Jagann-
Sreeranga;, I, Antharvedi, Ahobilam, Srisailam,

Vaidyanatham Pakshi
; . theertham,
Kanchi and Kalahasti and bathed in the sacred riv-

ers 1

variP};z:ig:hm, Ga.nga3 Ya.muna, Saraswathi, Goda-

vari, Kav:gvem, Pinakini, Tungabhadra, Vega-

remr,ned ton},\ Kshlgra al?d Narmada. When they

forurned ¢ t elrnative village a rishi visited their
nd preached about the greatness of Sesha-

L]

- c11z;lavasa Sri Venkatesa and Alivelumangathayara-

mma. The couple, therefore started on a pilgrimage
to Seshachala Tirupati and while passing through a
thick forest during midday the Brahmin felt very
thirsty- His wife fearing that he might die of thirst
began to cry- Lord Venkatesa appeared before
them in human form and offered them water- The
couple, who were so much advanced spiritually,
immediately recognised their benecfactor as Lord
Sri Venkateswara and the Brahmin began reciting
slokas spontaneously in praise of the Lord, who
revealed Himself to the devotees and asked them
to*return home and worship him- He also revea-
led to them that his image would be found buried
under the foot of a tree on which his vahanam
Vainatheya (Garuda, the sacred kite) would perch.

On returning home the couple revealed to
the villagers the grace of the Lord and accompa-
nied by them they searched the nearby hill for
Vainatheya, but could not succeed. The villagers
who got tired disbelieved the Brahmin, and char-
ged him as an impostor: The Brahmin prayed to
the Lord to save him when suddenly Vainatheya
appeared on a tree. After performing the usual
puja, the Brahmin dug at the foot of the tree on
which Vainatheya was perched and found the
stone image of the Lord. The digging continusd
but there was no sight of the feet of the image.
The Lord appeared before him and advised him
to give up the vain attempt to search for His
feet, as His feet were granted for worship to
Vairochana- The image thus found was installed
there according to the Vedic rituals. As a result
of the prayer of this great devotee Sri Mallikar-
juna, the Lord of Srisailam also settled there with
Parvati. Thus temples were raised for Hari and
Hara. This place is called the second Tirupati
or Diguva Tirupati and is considered as sacred as
Eguva Tirupati. While in fourteen years’ exile,
in Threthayuga, it is said that Sn Ramachandra
of Ayodhya worshipped the Lord at Dwaraka
Thirumala- In the next Dwaparayuga, the Panda-
vas also worshipped the Lord during their exile. It
was recorded that Sri Krishnadevaraya of Vijaya-
nagaram and Andhra Kings Vikramaditya and
Rajarajanarendra had also visited this sacred
shrine- The Lord appeared before Dharma
Apparayanam Maharaj in his dream and revealed
to him that his devotees are deprived of His feet
for worship and ordered him to get his full sized
stone image form Tirupati along with the stone
image of Mangathayaramma and instal them near
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the original image. He did accordingly, and
at present the installed image is behind the orgi-
nal self-manifested image.

Besides the image of Alivelu Mangathaya-
ramma the stone image of Bibi Nancharamma is
housed in a small temple in the Mukha Manta-
pam. The legend is that Aurangazeb, the Moghul
Emperor demolished a number of Hindu temples
and took some images to Delhi- His daughter
was very much fascinated by the idol of the Lord
at Yedugiri (Mysore State) and kept it with her
in her palace- The Lord used to appear before
her during nights and gradually she fell in love
with Him. When Sri Ramanujacharya wanted to
restore the temple at Yedugiri to its original
otate the Lord appeared before him in a dream
and told him that the utsava vigraham was with
the princess at Delhi. Ramanujacharya could not
trace the vigraham at Delhi, and so he began
to pray to the Lord. A twelve-years old boy
came and sat on his lap and at once turned into a
stone images, which was later taken to Yedugiri.
Aurangazeb’s daughter could not bear the absence
of the Lord. The Lord, therefore, directed Ram-
anujacharya to get her there and celebrate their
marriage. After she was brought she also turned
into a stone image- Th: images were got married
and from that time onwards she is being wors-
hipped as Bibi Nancharamma in several Venkate-
swara temples and at Dwaraka Thirumala also.

The temple of Konda Mallikarjunaswamy
and Bhramaramba is located on the top of the
hill. The Lord is in the form of a Sivalingam
with the stone Nandi in front. The other temples
of the place are those of Anjancyaswamy, Subrah-
manyaswamy, Sri Rama, Ganganamma, Veerabha-
draswamy and Haranath Baba.

Two kalyanams, one on the day of His origi-
nal establishment on the hill and the second on
the day of installation of the full-shaped image
are celebrated annually for Lord Venkateswara,
The first kalyanam is celebrated for 8 days from
Vaisakha Suddha Dasami (April-May). On the
first day the marriage ceremony is performed
after decorating the idols as bridegroom and
bride. Ankurarpanam and dhwajarohanam take
place on the second day. The deity is taken out
in a procession during the night. Gajavahanam
and silver seshavahanam processions take place on
the 3rd and 4th days. Kalyanamahothsavam is
calebrated on the fifth day with silver Garuda



procession, Car festival on the sixth day, chakra-
vari on the seventh day and dhwajavarohanam
on the last day are the other rituals. The second
kalyanothsavam is celebrated from Asviyuja Suddha

Dasami (September--October) for 9 days with the
same details.

The following is the dhyana sloka adopted
at the temple:

wdo DEDEYs JEEER-C o
Akhila chidachideesaha, Sreenivaasodayaaluhu
DK&%O’K;SJ‘S aégt&a'sw nolHse
Nigamasikharagamyaa nithyamavyaaja bandhuhu
SgREs Doy Li?*;’osé‘SLewa'o
Swapadakamalayugma praapakaswaasrithanaam
DosEH .‘&:‘.‘nﬁ)é JosBFT Sumoss
Vilasathu  mamachiththe Venkateso Mukundaha

Offerings are made in cash and kind in the
for{n of gold and silver jewellery. Cocoanuts and
fruits are also offered by the devotees. Hair is

generally offered to the Lord by the devotees as
at Tirumalai,

This is a 300 year old festival of wide impor-
tance, To many devotees this place is as sacred
as Tirumalai and it is believed that the Lord of
Tirumalai established here not only on account of
Dwaraka, but also at the request of Lord Brahma
and the Devatas, so that he might be near enough
to all those devotees that desire to worship hiri

. The management of the temple later vested
in the Zamindars of Mylavaram Estate, who ¢
tmu.e'to be the hereditary trustees. "l"hc Hi::i:
RelngnQus and Charitable Endowments Board has
adm1n1§trative control over it and at present an
Executive officer is in charge of it since 1956.

' The main sources of income are dibbi collec-
tions, kesakhandana (tonsuring), karpura harathi
marriages, upanayanams, bhogams, pujas, etc. The’
temple has only 2 acres of endowed land, The
present annual income is over 2 lakhs of rupees
Archa{cas (7 main sharcholders) get % share from
the dlbb.i collections, karpura harathi collection
and puja collections. The hereditary Karnan;
gets 1/16th from the dibbi share of the temple
The barbers get 50% of the kesa khandana collec;
tions, Rs. 2 for each marriage and 37 paise for
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each wupanayanam. About 2 lakhs of rupees is
spc.nt for cclebrating functions, performing daily
pujas; salaries of the establishment; conduct of
annua} festivals, electricity and maintenance of
an Oriental Sccondary School. The temple has
gold jewels worth Rs.31,000 and silver jewel
worth Rs. 30,000. About four or five thousand local
Hindus and from the ncighbouring districts cong-
regate during the kalyanothsavams. There is a
regular strcam of visitors every day. Pujaris
have hereditary rights of worship and 50% share
In the dibbi and karpura harathi collections- They
are Vaishnavas of Gowthamasa, Athreyasa, Kasyi-
pasa- and Bhargavasa gotrams. The mid(-iuy

offering of pulihora is distributed
to all.

A fair is held in connection with the kalayno-
thsavams for a week in an area of about half-an-
acre. Some taxes are collected by the Panchayat
Board. Sweets, various kinds of toys, pictures
of Lord Venkateswara and Alivelu Mangathaya-

ramma are sold. Dramas, Harikathas afford cnter-
tainment to the visitors.

A tank by name Narasimhasagiram is the
source of supply of water for thz temple and the
pilgrims; and the temple maintains a double bul-
lock cart to supply water for the congregation.
There are two choultries and 0.40P. is collected
for each room per day towards the current char-
ges and minor maintenance charges.

Adhyayanothsavam is celebrated for 11 days
from Margasira Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Shashti
(November—December), and Dhanurmasa Uths-
avam from Margasira Suddha Ashtami to Pushya
Suddha Dasami (November—January). The Lord
is taken out in a procession daily- After the
procession in palanquin, the Lord is worshipped
in Ekadasi Mantapam, Amavasya and Purnima
Mantapams, Sanivarapu Mantapam on the respec-
tive days and Ammavaru in the Sukravarapu

Mantapam on Fridays, K; ja i
. umkum puja -
med to Ammavaru on that day. puls s perfor

Kalyanothsavam is celebra i

‘ tedin Malleswara-
Zwa.nzy temple for 5 days from Magha Bahula Trio-
as:l January~Fel?ruary). Special pujas are perfor-
med on Mondays in Kartikam (October~November)
SOURCE: 1. Sri Tagi Narsimha Rao,
Officer, Dwaraka Thirumala.

Executive

as prasadam

2. Sri Bhogaraju Venkata 4pparao, Kar-
nam, Dwaraka Thirumala.

3. Sri Senapathi Venkata Krishnamurthy,
Panchayat President, Dwaraka Thiru-
mala.

4. Sri Nemalipuri Rajarao, Village Leve
Worker, Dwaraka Thirumala.

5 Andhra Prabha Weekly dated 20-3-63-

6. Article by Sri Palakodeti Ramalinges-
wararao in Andhra Prabha daily dated
24-4-60 on Dwaraka Thirumalakshet-

. ram supplemented by the Research Ass-
istant for Fairs and Festivals.

[

38. Dorasanipadu —Situated at a distance of § mile
from Eluru—Kamavarapukota road, 10 miles from
the Bhimadole Railway Station, and 25 miles from
Eluru. Itis said that about 150 years ago one
Tahsildar purchased Dorasanipadu and some
other neighbouring villages from the local Zamin-
dar and gave them as dowry to his daughter in
her marriage- She ruled over this village under
the name Dorasanipadu.

The population of the village is 1,482 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Vaisya, Kamma, Golla, Viswabrahmin,
Kalali, Sale, Chakali, Mangali, Uppari, etc.; Sche-
duled Castes (316)—Madiga, Mala; Muslims and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple and Venkateswaraswamy
temple are the places of worship in the village.
There are also the village deity Ganganamma, and
a church in the village.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for 15 days
whenever epidemics break out in the village.
Cocoanuts and bananas are offered, and goats and
fowls are sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of
vows. The Jatara is being celebrated for the past
150 years and is of local significance. The Hin-
dus, local and from the neighbouring villages, take
part in the Jatara.

Venkateswaraswamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for a day in Pushyam (December—January). Arran-
gements for the Uthsavam are made 2 days in adv-
ance. The Hindu devotees, local and from the
neighbouring villages, congregate. Prasadam and

21

palaharam are distributed to all.
SOURCE: 1. Sri S. Abdul Rasool, Teacher, Dora-
sanipadu.

2. Sri K. Ayyanur, Teacher, Dorasanipadu.

39. Chinapothepalle—Situated at a distance of
about 12 miles from the Chebrole Railway Station
on Vijayawada-Waltair section and 29 miles from
Eluru.

The total population of the village is 578 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—-Kapu, Velama, Golla, Chakali, Mangali,
Settibalija, Yadava, Kuruva, etc.; Scheduled Cas-
tes (289) and Scheduled Tribes (4) —Yerukula.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

Sri Rama temple and village deity Ganga-
lamma housed in a hut are the places of worship
in the village.

Gangalamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
during August. Fruits and flowers are offered to
the deity. This Jatara is being celebrated since
the village came into existence. The local devo-
tees congregate. The chief patrons are Velamas.

Stri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April) in Sri Rama
temple. Cocoanuts, fruits efc., are offered to
the deity.

SOURCE: Sri K. Venkateswarlu, Level
Worker, Rallagunia.

Village

40. Kodigudem—Situated at a distance of 29 miles
from Eluru.

The population of the village is 1,181 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Vaisya, Kapu, Golla, efc.; and Scheduled
Castes (618). The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
sheep rearing and other traditional occupations.

Village deity Gangalamma housed in a that-
ched hut is the only place of worship in the village.



Gangalamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
during August. Animals are sacrificed to the
deity. The local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: Sri K. Venkateswarlu, Village Level Wor-
ker, Rallakunta.

41. Kothapalle—Situated at a distance of 15 miles
from the Chebrole Railway Station on Vijayawada-
Waltair section of the Southern Railway.

The population of the village is 1,310 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus —Kapu, Kamma, etc.; and Scheduled
Castes (637). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The image of the village deity Gangalamma
is worshipped in the village. There is no temple
as such for the deity.

Gangalamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
during August, according to the convenience of the
villagers. Animals are sacrificed to the deity.
The Hindu devotees, local and from the nearby
villages, participate in the Jatara,

A fair is held in connection with the festival.
Some taxes are collected from the shop owners.
A few shops with eatables, clothes, earthen toys,
foodstuffs, agricultural implements, efe., are sold
at the fair.

SOURCE: An Enumerator.

42. Kommara North—Situated at a distance of
about 2 miles from Dwaraka Thirumala, 13 miles
from Bhimadole Railway Station and 27 miles
from Eluru.

The population of the village is 254 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Xapu, Velama, Padmanayaka, Chakali;
and Scheduled Castes (160)—Adi Andhra, Arun-
dhatiya. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple, Subrahmanyeswaraswamy
mantapam and village deity Ganganamma housed
in a small hut are the places of worship in the
village-
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Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
either in Chaitram (March—April) or in Vaisakham
(April-May), according to the convenience of the
villagers.  Arrangements for the Jatara are made
2 or 3 days in advance. Fowls, goats, pigs and
sheep are sacrificed to the deity- The Jatara is
being celebrated for the past 50 years and is of
local significance. Padmanayaka Velamas patro-
nisc the Jatara. The Hindus, local and from the

nearby villages, congregate. Prasadam is distri-
buted to all.

Kommara village was bifurcated into two-
namely Kommara North and Kommara South.
Kommara South is bigger than Kommara North,
The people of both the villages take part in the
festivals. It is said that Kommara when it was a

big village was ruled by the Zamindars. Every
day there was a bheri or drum beating. There
are still ruins of buildings in this village. In the

name of the bheri there was a tamarind tree called
Bherichintha,

SOURCE:  I. Sri Mokkapati Sree Rama Sastri, Kar-

nam, Kommara North.

2. Sri Tandra Lakshmana Rao, Panchayat
President, Rallakunta.

43. Kommara South— Sityated at a distance of
lZﬂmilcs from the Chebrole Railway Station on
Vijayawada—Waltair line and 25 miles from Eluru.

The population of the village is 362 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Kapu, Velama, Xummari, efc.; and
Scheduled Castes (237). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

The image of village dcity Gangalamma
(also called Gangainamma) housed in a hut is wor-
shipped in the village.

Gangalamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
during August according to the convenience of
the wvillagers. During this Jatara animals are
sacrificed to the deity. Local Hindus congregate-

SOURCE:  Sri K. Venkateswarlu, Village Level Wor-

ker, Rallakunta.

44. Rallakunta— S'tuated at a distance of 12

miles from Bhimadole Railway Station on Vijaya-
wada-Waltair section and 25 miles from Eluru.

The population of the village is 377 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Kapu, Velama, Kamma, Golla, Muthr-
acha, Chakali and Mangali. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

The image of village deity Gangalamma ins-
talled in a hut is the only place of worship in the
village. v

Gangalamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
during August, according to the convenience of
the villagers. Animals are sacrificed to the deity
during the Jatara. The Hindus of the village
congregate. Chief patrons are Velamas.

SOURCE: Sri K. Venkateswarlu, Village Level Wor-
ker, Rallakunta.

45. Jajulakunta — Situated at a distance of
about 2 miles from Ghantavarigudem on the
Grand Trunk Road, and about 8 miles from the
Bhimadole and Chebrole Railway Stations on
Vijayawada-Waltair section and 22} miles from
Eluru. According to the ancient records, 'this
village was gifted to Padmanayaka Velamasin A.D.
1711 in appreciation of their military service.

The population of the village is 547 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Vaisya, Golla, Velama, Viswabrahmin,
Chakali, Padmanayaka, Yadava; Scheduled Castes
(174) —Madiga, Mala; and Christians. The chief

_means of livelihood of the people are agriculture
and agricultural labour.

Sri Rama temple and the village deity Ganga-

namma hut .are the places of worship in the
village.
' Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 3 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).
During this period Sri Rama Kalyanam is perfor-
med. Bhajans and Harikathas are arranged. Fruits,
flowers and panakam are offered to the deity.
Community feasts are arranged from out of sub-
scriptions collected from the villagers.

The festival is being cclebrated from ancient
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times. Local Hindus congregate.
distributed to all.
small scale. .

Prasadam is
There is poor feeding on a

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days,
whenever epidemics prevail in the village. This is
being celebrated for the past 150 years and is
confined to the village. Gollas and Velamas
patronize the festival. The Hindus of the village
congregate. Pujari is a Chakali with hereditary
rights. Goats, fowls, sheep and he-buffaloes are
sacrificed to the deity.

Devotees observe fasting during Vaikunta
Ekadasi and Sankranti days.

SOURCE: I. Sri Sathuluri Venkata Subhadrachar-

yulu, Karnam, Jajulakunta.
2. Sri Joseph, Teacher, Jajulakunta.

46, Kaikaram — A Railway Station on the
Vijayawada~Waltair section of the Southern Rail-
way and 19 miles from Dwaraka Thirumala.
About a century ago Dharmarayana Apparao, the
then Zamindar of Nuzvid had installed 1,001
Sivalingams and the Sivalingam of Ramalinge-
swaraswamy in this village is said to be one of
them. From that time onwards the village was
called Kaikaram, as it was dedicated to that deity
(in Telugu kainkaryam means dedication). Dwar-
aka Thirumala with its famous temple of Sri Ven-
kateswaraswamy is at a distance of 19 miles from
this village. The famous Kolleru lake is at a
distance of 6 miles from here. During the
rainy season the villagers go on for duck and goose
hunting. Kaikaram is very famous for its hand
sticks which is an important cottage industry in
the village.

The total population of the village is 6,244
and it is made up of several sub-communities
of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (528); Schedu-
led Tribes (50) and Christians. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultural labour and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Valli Subrahmanyaswamy,
Sri Rama, Sri Ramalingeswara, Venugopalaswamy
and village deity Kambalamma and some churches
are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Valli Subrahmanyaswamy Mahothsavam
is celebrated for 5 days from Margasira Suddha



Shashti (November-December). The devotees
offer fruits and flowers to the deity in fulfilment
of their vows. After taking bath, they observe
fasting. The festival is being celebrated for the
past 24 years and is of local significance. The
Hindu devotees, local and from the neighbouring

villages, congregate without any distinction of
caste or creed.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days. Eatables, utensils, photos, pictures,
toys etc., are sold at the fair.

Sti Venugopalaswamy Theertham is celebr-
ate:d for a day in Magham (January—February). It is
being celebrated for the past 40 years and is of
local significance. The Hindu devotees, local and
from the neighbouring vlllages take part in the
festival.  Pujari is a Srivaishnava.

. Kambalamma Jatara is celebrated whenever
epldemi.cs break out in the village. Cocoanuts
and .fruxts are offered to the deity. The devotees
sac.rxﬁce goats, fowls and sheep in fulfilment of
their vows. Kapus patronize the festival. The
local people congregate.  Pujari is a Chakali.
SOURCE: I. Sri Ch.Raghavendra Rao, Village Level

Worker, Kaikaram.
Sri A. Appalaswamy, Teacher, Samithi
Elememiary School, Kaikaram.
3. Sri Shaik Abdul Kareem, Executive offi-
cer . Kaikaram.

2.

47. P‘ulla——A Railway Station on the Vijayawada-.
Waltair section of the Southern Railway.

The total population of the village is 8,708
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (823); and Sche-
duled Tribes (31). The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour
and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Anjaneyaswamy, Rama, Siva

gnd Vigneswaraswamy are the places of worship
in the village. '

"Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for
) aday on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Sita I{ama

Kalyanam is celebrated durin i i
' g this period.
local Hindus congregate. pere the

Siva Kalyanam on Sivaratri and Sri Gopala-
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swamy Kalyanam are also celebrated in the village.

SOURCE:  Sri T. Mallikarjuna Rao, Executive Officer,

Pulla.

48. Polasanipalle—Situated at a distancc of 13

mi'les from Bhimadole Railway Station and 13
miles from Eluru,

. The population of the village is 1,258 and it
1s.made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Kshatria, etc.; Scheduled .Cas-
tes (306)—Madiga, Mala; and Scheduled Tribes
(2). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

' The temples of Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy,
Sri Rama and village deity Ganganamma are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celeb-
ra.t‘ed for a day each on Sankranti (January 14th),
Yuaya Dasami (September—~October) and on Kar-
ttka Purnima (October—-November) days. The

d.elty is taken out in a procession on these occa-
sions.

on the days of the festivals.

Thej festival is confined to this village.
Local H‘.ndus congregate.  Pujari and patron is
a Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram.

_ Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April). Bhajans are

arranged during this period. Panakam is distri-
buted.

‘Goats, fowls, he-buffaloes and sheep are
sacrificed to the deity, Ganganamma occasionally.
SOURCE: 1. Sri Penumaka Ramulu, Headmaster

Special Elementary School, Polasam‘-’

palle.

2. Sri Kaveti Krishna Murthy, Teacher,

Special Elementary School, Polasani-
palle.

49. Kothagu_demm{\ Railway Stationon Vijaya-
wada—Waltair section of Southern Railway and

situated at a distance of 10 miles from Eluru.

~ The population of the village is 1,952 and it
1s‘made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Turpu Kapu, Kamma,

_ Vadde,

The devotees observe fasting and jagarana

Kamsali, Kalali, Padmasale, Jangam,
Chegidi, Kuruma, Chakali, Mangali, Uppari; Sche-
duled Castes (203)—Madiga, Mala; Scheduled
Tribes (26)—Yerukula; Muslims and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The village deity Muhalakshmamma is worshi-
pped in the village.

Mahalakshmamma Jatara is celebrated for 7

days in Magham (January—February), once in 10

years. Some devotees observe fasting during the

festival period  The festival is confined to this

= village only. The local Hindus congregate. Prasadam
is distributed to all.

SOURCE: Sri Ch. Lakshmaiah, Teacher,
Junior Basic School, Kothagudem.

Samithi

50. Dendulur—Situated at a distance of mile
from the G. N. T. road, and 2 miles from
Dendulur Railway Station on Vijayawada—Waltair
section of the Southern Railway. Formerly, it
was called Dwandalur; and was ruled by the
Reddy Kings. Some stone inscriptions and images
belonging to the Vengi period were excavated in
this village.

The total population of the village is 6,933
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus— Brahmin, Kapu, Yadava, Kamma,
Chegidi, Golla, Koppu Velama, Chakali, Mangali,
Uppari, etc.; Scheduled Castes (716); Scheduled
Tribes (56); and Christians. The chicf means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

There are 4 temples of Sri Rama and 2 chur-
ches in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 to 6
days from Chaitra Suddha Tadiya (March~April).
Arrangements for this festival are madc two days
in advance. Some devotees celebrate Sita Rama
Kalyanam. This festival is being celebrated from
ancient times and is confined to this village. The
temple has some Inam lands. Pujaris are Brah-
mins. The local Hindus congregate. Prasadam
is distributed to all. Dramas, Harikathas bhajans
and musical concerts afford entertainment to the
visitors. There is free feeding on a small scale.

SOURCE: 1. Sri M. Sita Mohan Rao, S.E.O., Pan-

chayat Samithi Block, Dendulur.
2. Sri G. Subba Rao, Executive Officer,
Panchayat Samithi, Dendulur.

51. Gundugolanu —- Situated on the G.N.T.
road at a distance of 3 miles from Eluru and 1}
miles from Sitampet Railway Station on Vijaya-
wada—Waltair section of the Southern Railway.

The total population of the village is 6,242
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga,
Velama, Koppu Velama, Sale, Kapu, efc; Scheduled
Castes (308)——Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (96);
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultural labour and factory labour.

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva, Venkateswara-
swamy, Anjaneyaswamy, Vinayaka and of village
deities Ganganamma and Pothuraju and churches
are the places of worship in the village.

Varala Panduga or Ammavari Sambaram is
celebrated for 2 days from the first Sunday after
Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi (August—September).
The picture of the deity Mahishasuramardhini is
taken out in a procession and aradhana is perfor-
med. On Monday, the devotees offer naivedyam
to the deity at their houses. Cocoanuts, fruits,
and kumkum are offered to the deity. The devo-
tees sacrifice fowls and sheep in fulfilment of their
vows. They take oil bath and don new attire. It
is being celebrated for the past 20 years and is
confined to the village. The chief patrons are
Kapus, Velamas, and Koppu Velamas. The local
Hindus congregate.

A mantapam was constructed at the place
were Satchithananda Saraswathi Yatheendra died
and a Sivalingam was installed in it. On Swamy’s
birthday abhishekam and aradhana are performed
and also during Sivaratri to the Lingam. The
Swamiji who was head of Sankara Pitam preached
about Advaitham. The disciples of Sankarac-
harya deliver lectures on Advaitham and on the
life of Sachithananda Saraswathi.

Nithya deepa, dhupa and naivedyams are perfor-
med in Siva, Venkateswara, Anjaneya and Sri
Rama temples.



Sri Rama Navami is performed on Chaitra
Suddha Navami (March—April) in Rama temple.

SOURCE: Sri K. Suri Sastri, Executive Officer,
Gundugolanu.

52. Agadallanka — Situated at a distance of 10
miles from Bhimadole Railway Station of which
4 miles is by road and 6 miles by foot.

The total population of the village is 3,108
and it is made up of the following communitics:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria,
Kamma, Vadde, etc; Scheduled Castes (312); and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, fishing
and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Rama and Poleramma are
the places of worship in the village. Village

deities Mahalakshmamma and Maddiravamma are
also worshipped.

Mahalakshmamma and Maddiravamma Sam-
baram is celebrated for 5 days once in a year.
Fruits, flowers and cocoanuts are offered and
fowls are sacrificed to the deities in fulfilment of
vows. The festival is being celebrated for the
past 15 years and is confined to the village. The
Hindu devotees of the village congregate. It is
mainly confined to the Vadde community. Pujari
is a Vadde of Kasi gotram with hereditary rights.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April). Pra-
sadam is distributed to all and there is free fee-

ding on a small scale. Nitya naivedyamis offered to
Sri Rama.
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SOURCE : Sri Ghamasala Balaramaiah, Panch-
ayat President, Agadallanka.

53. Paidichintapadu—Situated at a distance of
about 6 miles from Pallevada Railway Station on
Gudivada—Bhimavaram Scction, and 14 miles
tfrom Eluru.

The population of the village is 893 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Kshatria, Kapu, Vadde; Scheduled Cas-
tes (138)—Adi Andhra, Panchama; Scheduled
Tribes (9); and Christians. The chicf means of
livelihood of the pecople are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and fishing.

Sri Rama temple, village deities Gangana~
mma and Kunthidevi temples and a church are
the places of worship in the village.

Kunthidevi Panduga is celebrated for 5 days
from Asviyuja Suddha Dasami (September—October).
It is being celebrated from ancient times and 1is
confined mostly to the Adi Andhra community.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April). It is
of ancient origin and confined to the village. The

local Hindus congregate. There is a free feeding
on a small scale.

Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
during November. Cocoanuts, panakam and chali-
midi are offered to the deity. ‘

SOURCE : I. Sri Bantumilli Veeraswamy, Teacher,
Paidichintapadu.
2. Sri Pericherla Satyanarayana, Village
Munsiff, Paidichintapadu.

CHINTALAPUDI TALUK
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CHINTALAPUDI TALUK

o distance of about 38 miles from Eluru Rail-
ay Station.

ﬁi"wram, hamlct of Endapalle—-—Situatcd at a

and .Tl?c total population of the village lh 3,018‘
1t 1s made up of several sub-communitics of
Caste Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (613). The
Chiel means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional
OcCcupations,

Ankamma festival is celebrated for 4 days in
Pushyam (December—January). About 1,000 Hin-
d}‘ devoteces, local and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate without any-distinction of
Caste or creed.

SOURCE : Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, West Godavari.

2. Chintalapudi— A taluk headquarters of the
same name in West Godavari District. It is situ-
a;ed'at a distance of 30 miles from Eluru, the
dlstr_lct headquarters, as also a Railway Station
and is connected by bus.

'Tl:xe total population of the vi i
and it is made up of the following”:og;n:fm?;ise:‘ss'
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu efc.; Sch :
duled Castes (1,944); Scheduled Tribes (‘317)£
Lambadi, Chenchu, Yenadi, Yerukula e¢re., Mus-
lims and Christians. The chief means -ot: liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour, tanning, trade and other traditional

occupations.

Vishwanatha Asramam and Vegilingeswarala-
yam are the places of worship for the Hindus
while there are a mosque and a church for Mus-
lims and Christians respectively. There is a stone
idol of Anjaneyaswamy. The village deities are
Ganganamma, Maddiravamma and Venkamma
and they are represented by small stones. In
Vishwanatha Asramam there is a2 stone image of

Sri Kalikadevi.

The festival connected with the Viswanatha

Asramam is celebrated for 10 days during Dasara
from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami (Septem-
ber—October). The festival is being celebrated
for the past 10 years and is confined to the village.
Festival arrangements are made 10 daysin adva-
nce. People of all communities worship the
deity. Prasadam is distributed to the people of
all castes and there is free feeding also. Offerings
are made in the form of cash and kind e.g.,

cocoanuts, efc.

Anjaneyaswamy festival is being celebrated
every year for the past 50 years and is confined
to the village only. The patrons are Brahmins.
Fruits and flowers are offered to the deity.

For the village deities Gangamma, Maddira-
vamma and Venkamma animals are sacrificed at
the fairs conducted in their names,

The devotees observe jagarana and fast
during Sivaratri.

Sri. Mohammad Japhar Baig, Village
Level Worker, Chintalapudi. _

2. Sri  Bhupathiraju  Ramachandra-
raju, B. A., Panchayat Executive
Officer, Chintalapudi.

SOURCE: .

3. Recherla —- Situated on the Eluru—Allapalle
road at a distance of 3 miles from Chintalapudi,
the taluk headquarters and 33 miles from Eluru

Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 1,701
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Sathani, Vaishe
nava, Kapu, Kamma, Velama, Yadava; Scheduled
Castes (36)——Madiga, Mala, etc., Scheduled Tribes
(211)—Lambadi and Yerukula. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other caste occupations. »

. The temples of the village are Ganganamma-
gudi and Ramalayam. There is a stone idol of
Ganganamma in Ganganamma temple.



SOURCE: Sri Arigala Atchyuta Rao, Headmaster,

Borrampalem.

8. Jeelakarragudem, hamlet of Guntupalle—pictyre-
squely situated amidst hills of scenic grandeur at
a distance of 4 miles from Kamavarapukota, which
can be reached by buses plying on the routes, viz.,
Jangareddigudem — Khammam — Polavaram  and
Tadepalligudem~Chintalapudi.

The history of Jeelakarragudem dates back to
300 B.C. when Buddhist aramams were construct-
ed and the place went by the name Jainuvarigudem.

It subsequently came to be known as Jeelakarra-
gudem.

The total population of the village is 2,280
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Yada-
va, Kamma, Chakali, Gowda, Kummari, Kamma-
ra, Padmasale, etc., Scheduled Castes (325)—
Arundhatiya, Mala, etc.; and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,

;}gricultural labour and other hereditary profess-
ions.

It is a well known fact to people of histor—
ical interest thatsome time back two Buddhist
Stupas of 10" height and 30’ circumfernce were
»excavated on a hill near the village. It is believed
that Pandavas lived here during their exile and
worshipped Dharmalingeswaraswamy, deified in
one of tl}e above Stupas. It is asserted that Dhar-
maraju is a generic name of Buddha and hence
this Stupa is known as Dharmaraja Stupam after
him. Afterwards during the revival of Vaidika re-
ligion also, this Stupam was called Dharmaliges-

waraswamy. Some years back when the excava-

tions were done the Archaeological Department ex-
amined and found that they were Buddhist Stupas
and made arrangements for their safety. Again dur-
ing recent exc,av.atlons they found 12 Stupas of 4’
height and 30" circumference, and a marble Stupa
of 10’ height and 30" circumference, besides a few
other articles. It is said by the Archaeological
Department that a mar‘ble'Stupa of this type is
found in Srikakulam District only. Along with
the marble Stupd about 2" high, 6 marble idols of
Buddha were also fo};xr}d_ The foot prints of a
child are found on & rick and it is said that they
are the saprhapadi’"udras of Buddha.

Thousands
of people visit those Stupas.
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The local people have strong faith that the.
Dharmaraja Stupam is a Sivalingam and call it as
Dharmalingeswaraswamy. A festival known as
Jeclakarragattu Tirunala is held on all the four or
five Mondays in Karthikam (October—November).
Abhisekhams are conducted. Fruits and flowers are
offered. Vows are fulfilled. The festival is of
ancient origin and thousands of Hindus from far
and near visit the place in great veneration. Lin-
gaAmarnju, a Kshatria is the present patron. A Brah-
min priest worships the idol and prasadam is dis-
tributed to all.

Free feedingis arranged by one Sri Subbaraju

of‘the place. Bhajans and dramas afford enter-
tainment to the visitors. ’

A few shops selling sweetmeats, toys, bangles,
lanterns, torchlights, mirrors, combs and other

fancy goods are opened during the period of the
festival.

SOURCE:  I. Sri Cherukuri Venkata Narasimha Raju.

Village Level Worker, Jeelakarragudem.
Statement of Fairs and Festivals furni-
shed by the Collector, West Godavari.

+ Article in Andra Prabha Weekly, dated
11-9-63.

9-‘ Rajupothepalle—Situated at a distance of one
mile from the 9th milestone on Velagalapalle—Ka-

ma(;/.arapukota road and one mile from Chintala-
pudi.

_Tl'_ne total population of the village is 835
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Xamma, Yadava and ]
Scheduled  Castes (397)

chief means of livelihood of the people are

culture, agricultural labour and other tradit
occupations., ‘

Rajaka, and

agri-
ional

There is a templc of Sri Ra 1 i
‘ ma 1n the village.
The image of Gangamma is of stonc ot

i .
form. n female

Gangarpma Jatarais celebrated in Chaitram
(March-April). Fowls, goats and sheep are sacri-
ﬁ.ced to the deity. It is being celebrated from
times immemorial and is confined to the village,

All lcommunities in the village take part in the fes-
tival.

—Arundhatiya, etc, The -

Sri Cherukuri Venkata Narasimha Raju, Vil-
lage Level Worker, Jeelakarragudem.

JRCE:

Pragadavaram-—Situated at a distance of 26
les from Eluru Railway Station. The bus route
ym Tadepalligudem to Chintalapudi passes thro-
h this village. This vi'lage is supposed to have
en there even at the time of Buddha. At a
stance of 3 miles from this village there are
iddhist theerthas and caves.

_The total population of the village is 6,159
d it is made up of the following communities:
iste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddi, Kamma,
:lama, Yadava, Chakali, Mangli, Ediga, etc., etc.;
sheduled Castes (976)—Madiga, Mala, etc.;

‘heduled Tribes (65); Muslims and Christians. .

1e chief means of livelihood of the people are
rriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
onal occupations.

There are the temples of Ankamma and See-
1a Ramanjaneya. The image of Ankamma is of
one in female form and the deity is supposed to
¢ the incarnation of Parvati. Thereis a tank
round the temple.

Ankamma festival is celebrated fora week
rom Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi to Dasami (Aug-
st-September) . Offerings of flowers, fruits etc., are
1ade to the deity, but there isno animal sacrifice.
'rabhalabandlu go round the temple to the accom-
animent of music. It is being celebrated from
ncient times and is confined to the neighbouring
illages. The local Hindus and from the neighbour-
ng villages congregate. All Hindus take part in
he festival. Pujari is a potter by caste. Turmeric
yowder and vermilion are distributed to all.
Phere is free feeding during the festival.

A fair is held in connection with this festival
‘or 5 days near the temple. The villagers local
ind from the neighbouring villages congregate.
Jtensils, lanterns, torchlights, mirrors and combs,
Ayurvedic medicines, pictures, photos and earthen
:0ys are brought and sold. There is a choultry.

Dramas, gambling and cinemas afford entert-
ainment to the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri A.V.S-S- Ramachandra Rao, B.Sc.,B.Ed.,
Headmaster, Z. P. Middle School, Praga-
davaram.
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11. Urlagadem—Situated at a distance of one mi-
le from Chintalapudi and 31 miles from Eluru
Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 377 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Yadava etc.; Scheduled Castes (72)—Mala
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (7); and Christians. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture labour and sheep and goat rearing.

The village deity Poleramma is represented
by a stone. There is a church for Christians.

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days on
14th and 15th January during Sankranti. It is be-
ing celebrated for the past 40 years and is confined
to the Hindus of the village.

SOURCE: Sri Mohammad Jaffer Baig, Village Level
Worker, Chintalapudi.

12. Lingapalem—Situated at the 20th milestone
on the Eluru—~Chintalapudibus route. The nearest
Railway Station is Eluru. ‘

The total population of the village is 1,312
and it is made up of following communities:.
Caste Hindus—-Brahmin, Reddy, Kamsali, Telaga,
Kamma, Velama, Yadava, Chakali, Mangali, Jang-
am, etc.; Scheduled Castes (2); Scheduled Tribes
(50)—Yerukula, efc.; and Christians. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa-
tions.

The temple of Saramma with a stone idol
and a church are the places of worship in the vi-
llage.

A legend connected with Saramma 1is popu-
lar. It goes thus: One day Saramma’s husband cli~
mbed a palmyra tree to get toddy and unfortu—
nately fell down and died. Saramma performed
sathi (burnt herself) with her husband on Phalguna
Suddha Chaviti. So in memory of Saramma the vi-
llagers celebrate a festival. It is believed that all
the desires will be fulfilled if they propitiate her.

Saramma Teertham ig celebrated for 6 days

from Phalguna Suddha Tfl‘bd%io Bahula Tadiya
(February-March) in commem ion of Saramma.



Cocoanuts and bananas are offered to the deity.
Goats, fowls, and sheep are sacrificed in fulfilment
of vows. It is being celebrated for quitc a long
time and is confined to the neighbouring villages.
Festival arrangements are made 10 days in advan-

ce. All communities take part in the festival, Th-
ere is no specific pujari.

A fair is held for 5 days. A few shops selling

sweets, utensils, lanterns, torchlights and wooden
and earthen toys are opened.

Dramas and Harikarhas afford entertainment
1o the visitors.

SOURCE:  Sri S. B. Sundaram, Headmaster, Pancha-

yot Samithi Elementary School, Lingapa-
lem,

13. Mudicherla—Situated at a dis

. tance of 4 miles
fn?m Bhogolu, 21 miles from Chintalapudi arllr:;l;;
miles from Powerpet Railway Station.

The total population of i i
and it is made up of the follgk\:vingnggfnelgi 130'76:
Caste Hundus—Vaisya, Kamma, Reddy, K S
(Kuruva), Gowda, Telukala, Uppari Yz,xd e,
vanga, Chakali, Kummari, Mangali, e,tc : Scal:ead’ﬁz(-l

Castes (357)—Madi

- ga, Mala, Mala D
Scheduled Tr\bes (12); and Christians "};;, et_c.;
means of livelihood of the people are -ag ¢ chief

riculture,

agricultural labour, weaving and other traditional
aditiona

occupations.

There are four tem
ples of Sri R
t:mplc. of Beerayya. The image of Bezr;a ,ar.]d "
stone in humam form, There jg also a c\zi‘: ‘hS of
§ ch.

Sri Rama Navami is cele

. b
on‘Chanra Suddha Navami (Ma::;ii fqr one day
being celebrated from ancient ti pril). 1t g

fined to the village. People o mes and is ¢on-

. f di .
castes take part in the festiva) plﬁerent Hindy
tributed to ali. : rasadam is dis.

Beerayya Aradhana is ¢
(April-May) on a day cony
who are the chief partopg
festival.

el_ebrated I Vaisakham
acment to the Kuruyys
nd Participants in the,

He-buﬂ'aloes goats
L. ’ ,Shec a
ficed to the deitics Gangananl:mzd fowls are sacri-
halakshmamma,Maddiravamma ar;dpy\?(thuraju’ Ma-
aremmawhen

their Jataras are conducted  durmg the difffeult
times of the villagers, say, when epidemics .hra‘.:lk
out, ere. Then priests belonging to Chakali, Ku-
mmari and Madiga castes officiate over the ceves
monics,

. iangd
There are once drama troupe and a bhaja
troupe in this village.

. . e . : o evel
SOURCE:  Sri G. Ramalingacharyult, Village L

Worker, Mudicherla.

- iles
14. Badarala. Sjjuated at a distance of 15 mil

. e m
from Eluru Railway Station and 24 miles from.
Chintalapudi.

| _ . . and
~ The total population of the village 15 3-42:aste
1t 1s made up of the following wmmumucs'h ka\i
Hindus-—-Viswabrahmin, Gowda, Kammi, C “f the
and Mangali. The chief means of Livelihood © an
pcople are agriculture, agricultural labouT
other hereditary professions.
- ) . lm‘

There is a temple of Sr1 Rama with H®

age 1 human form,

ay5
Sri Rama Navami is celebrated f0f_5 dd}{t
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (Mz\rcl\~/\Pf‘l)' .

i : e 15
is being celebrated from ancient (1mes an vil
confined to the village. The devotees of the

lage congregate.

; t
i Only Hindus take part 10
festival,

. L . patrons ar
K There is no pujari and the patr¢
ammas. Free feeding is arranged.

: _ e Gangd”
Animals are sacrificed 1o the dertie? G nma
namma,  Ankamma, Maddiravé

| Pothuraju,
and Maremma,

There is a bhajana troupe in this village:
: el e LEVE
SOURCE:  Sri . Ramalingacharyulu. village
Worker, Rangapuram.

15. Kamavarapukota. - Sityated at @ dismnccili
17 miles from Bhimadole Railway Sration, Ynud
from Chintalapudi on Chinmlupudi—Ti\d"?amg
¢m road and 20 miles from Eluru.

was ruled by Reddy Kings and there 7€ re

of ¢ : . 0
f a fort even now, caclosing an ared
hundred acres.

The total population of the village is 7,?56
ind it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Meri, Muthracha, Chakali, Mangali, ef¢; Sche-
duled Castes (1,551)—-Madiga, Mala, efc; Sche-
duled Tribes (51); Muslims and Christians. Thp
chief means of livelihood of the people arc agri-
culture, agricultural labour, tradc and other here-
ditary occupations.

There are the temples of Sri Vecerabhadra-

swamy and Sita Ramaswamy, besides a church.
Thege is a stone image of Veerabhadraswamy
flanked by his spouse, Bhadrakali.
° Sri Veerabhadraswamy festival is celebrated
for 2 days on Magha Suddha Purnima and Bahula
Padyami (January—-February). On the first day
there is kalyanothsavam and on th> szcond day
rathothsavam. Abhisekhams arc performed. Cocoa-
nuts are offcred to the deity. It is being celeb-
rated from ancient times and is confined to the
village. About 2,000 devotees of the village and
from the neighbouring village congregate.  Afl
Hindn castes take part in the festival. The tem-
ple is under the administration of the Endow-
merts Board and the present trustee is Str Xon-
duri Anjaneyutu.  Pujari is a Brahmin of Kasya-
pasa gotram with hereditary vights. Prasadam s
distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 3 davs near the temple in an area of 10 acres
of land. It is being held from ancient times.
About 2,000 persons, local and from the neigh-
bouring villages, congregate. Sweets, torchlights,
lanterns, pictures and photos are brought and
sold.

Dramas, Harikathas, whirling-wheels, magic,
jottery, gambling and bhajans afford entertain-
‘ment to the visitors.

On the borders of this village there is a hill
called Valisugreevagattu. There are big stone
images of Vali and Sugreeva and a stone image
of Hanuman. There is a cave on the top of the
hill and there are inscriptions on a stone.

There is a bhajan troupe in this village.

SOURCE: 1. Sri Nallagopu Radhakrishna Murthy,

Grama Sevak, Kamava -apukota. *
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2. Sri G.V. Bhadrayya, Headmaster,
Zilla Parishad Middle School, Kama-
varapukota.

16. Tadikalapudi—Situated at a distance of about
9 miles from Kamavarapukota, 13 miles from

Eluru Railway Station and 30 miles from Chinta-
lapudi.

The total population of the village is 6,064
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya,
Kamma, Kapu, Gajulasetti, Kalali, Sale, Yadava,
Kammara, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali; Sche-
duled Castes (1,455)—Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala,
ete:  Scheduled Tribes (16); Muslims and Chris-
tians. The chicf means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving,
trade and other hereditary professions.

There are the temples of Sri Gangeswara-
swamy and Ganganemma besides 2 temples of Sri
Rama and a church. In Gang:.waraswamy tem-
ple there is a Sivalingam and in the Sri Rama

temple the images of Sri Rama. Stta and Laksh-
mana are installed.

The legend about Gangeswaraswamy has it
that it is a swayambu one. Once the Lord ap-
peared to some person ina dream and told him
to build a temple for Him and if he would not
fulfil His desire, He would grow in height. Then
the villagers fixed a nail onthe head to stop the
growth of the Lingam and built a temple around

the Lingam. From that time the Sivalingam did
not grow.

Sri Gangeswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 4 days from Magha Suddha Ekadast to Chatur-
dasi (January—February). Cocoanuts, bananas,
flowers and neivedyam are offered to the deity. It
is being celebrated for the past 100 years and is
confined to the village. The Hindu devotees of
the village congregate. The pujari is ‘a Brahmin
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed
to all. Poor feeding is arranged. Prarthanas,
bhajans and Harikathas are performed during the
festival.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated every year
for one day on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-
April).



Ganganamma Jatara is celebrated every year
for a week according to the convenience of the
villagers. Goats, sheep and fowls are sacrificed

to Ganganamma and the pujaris are Chakalis with
hereditary rights.

34

There is a drama troupe in this village.

SOURCE:

1.

2.

Sri Dola Adivi Nayudu, Teacher, Tadt

kalapudi.

(4
Sri A. Krishnaswamy, Village Lev

Worker, Tadikalapudi.

POLAVARAM TALUK
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vows. It is being celebrated for the past 20 years
and is of local significance. Village Officers
patronise the festival. Local people congregate

irrespective of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brah-
min,

Every year pujas are performed to the village
deities, Pothuraju and Durgalamma,

SOURCE: Sri M. Lingappa, Teacher, Kondrukota.

4. Polavaram—-Taluk headquarters situated on
the right bank of Godavari river at a distance o
24 miles from Kovvur Railway Station on Vijava-
wada—Waltair section of the Southern Raiiw-ay.

There is bus service as well as launch service from
Kovvur.

“It was formerly the chief place | i

’ r place in the impor
tant zamindari of the same name, which formpcrly
embraced the whole of this divisi

f on and much of
Yernagudem and Rajahmun
A dry taluks. but now

pediubats y twelve villages paying a peshkash

This cstate was lon i
. ng under the independe
rule of an ancient Hindu family. wl‘\opderi;:(g

their authority from the Gaj i Ki i

- 1apati Kings of Oris
and are said to have been . that
line. Little is known o rscended from that

€. k f the estate previous
B%'msh occupation of the country, tt;ut thLeL I:z?r:lhei
0 (tih{]ee of its zamindars Venkatapati, Jagannathé
:tltrm‘en g?vlggt%ra.mana, have been preserved. 1t was
Ided Into three es 2 am
Gutala and Kottapalli, Sbordian favaram,

. and subordins i
the small hill zamindari of Naga(;rarl;,;ts' tlo 't was

The village is also called Redd;

eddi Pol:

probably because Reddi Kin Car
some time.

aram
gs ruled the area for

The total population of the vi i

Th itlage is 8,94
and it is made up of several sub-communitie; o3f
Caste Hindus—Scheduled Castes (957); Scheduled

Tribes (227); Muslims and Christians. The chief

means of livelihood of the people are a
agricultural labour, trade,

traditional occupations.

: griculture,
services and other

There are two temples of Sri Ra
temple of the village deity

and a chureh in the village.

ma, a small
Kademma, a mosque

Kademm : :
of one month a festival is celebrated for a periog

. f!‘om Chait Suddha P .
April . haitra Suddha Purnima (March—
) 10 Vaisakpg Suddha Purnima (April —May).

1 M.drag District Gazetteers

However, it is mainly observed on the last day
l.e., Vaisakha Suddha Purnima. Y¥ruits, cocoanuts,
raw rice, efc., are offered to the deity. Fowls
are sacrificed belore the deity usually on the last
day. The festival is being celebrated for over a
century. Hindus, local and from the ncighbour-
ing villages, congregatec. The pujari is a4 woman
of Kapu caste and of Pydipala clan. Prasadam
and kumkum arc distributed to all,

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for one day ncar the temple on an acre of land
dedicated to the deity. It is held on the after-
noon of the last day of the celebration.  Some
taxes are collected from the tradesmen. Eatab-
lzs, toys, clothes, vegetables, pots, lanterns,
torchlights, mirrors, combs, ere., are sold. About
2,000 people, including those from the neighbour-
ing villages, visit the fair.

It is said that this century-old festival 18
now mainly celebrated by the lubour classes and
that it is gradually losing its importance.

SOURCE :  Sri K. Subbarau, Deputy  [nspector of
Schools, Polavaram.

5, Jangareddigudem_—Sityated at a distance of 30
miles from Polavaram and 32 miles from Eluru
Railway Station. This village got the name Jan-
garcddigudem after a person by name Jangareddy.

The total population of the village is 7.57}
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Kamma, Vaisya, Kshtria,
Kapu, Reddy, Telcelu, Turpu Kapu, etc., Sche-
duled Castes (847)—Madiga. Mala; Scheduled
Tribes (73)--Koyas, ete.; Muslims and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the pcople are

agriculture, agricultural labour. trade and other
traditional occupations.

~ The temples of Sri Rama with the images of
His, Sita and Lakshmana and of Siva and Ganga-
namma are the places of worship in the village.
There is also the village deity Jolugulamma.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-
April).  Festival arrangements are made 10 days
In advance. Cocoannts, fruits and flowers are
offered to the deity in fulfilment of vows. It is

being celebrated for the past 65 years and s of
Godavari, Vol. { (Madras: 1907) P. 280

.oc;l significance. Vaisyas patronis; the festival.
the local Hindus congregate irrespective of caste or
-reed. Prasadam 1s distributed o all. Cgcoanuts,
pananas and fruits are offered to the deity.

Sri K. S. Kings Burg, Village Level Work-
er, Jangareddigudem.

SOURCE:

6. Bﬂyya“ﬂg“dem———Situatcd at a distancg of 27
miles from Polavaram and 34 miles from Nidada-

vole Railway Station.

The total population of th.e village 1s 1'1,'233
and it is made up of the following corgmumtxes:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, K'shatrla, Telaga,
Gowda, Kamsali, Mangali, Chakali, pppara, elc.;
Scheduled Castes(741); Scheduled Tribes (9); .Mus.-
lims and Christians. The chief means of liveli-
hood .of the people are agriculture, ;\grlcl'lltural
laboﬁr, trade and other traditional occupations.

Sri Subrahmanyeswaraswamy temple with
the image in the form of a serpent and the temp—
les of Vighneswara and Sri Rama are the places
of worship in the village.

Sri Subrahmanyeswaraswamy Shashti 1s celc-'
brated for 5 days from Margasira Suddha Shashti
(November—Dccember). Festival arrangements are
made nearly 20 days in advance. Flowers and fru-
its are offered to the deity. Devotees take bath
in tanks and observe fasting during the festival.
The festival is being celebrated for the past .15
years and is of local significance. Telagas patronise
the festival. About 3,000 devotecs, local and_from
neighbouring villages, congregate irr.espectwe of
caste or creed. Pujariis Sri Kalakuri Vlswanath_am, |
a Brahmin of Kowsikasa gotram, with hereditary
rights.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days near the temple. Besides presents to
the deity, rents and taxes are collected from the
tradesmen. Sweetmeats, cocoanuts, utensﬂs, lan-
terns, torchlights, mirrors, combs, pictures,
photos, books, clothes and boxes, efc., are brought
and sold.

There is a choultry and pandals are erected.
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Dramas, bhajans, Harikathas and burrakathas afford
entertainment to visitors.

SOURCE: Sri G. Asirvadam, Village Level Worker,

Bayyanagudem.

7. Parimpudi-—Situated at a distance of 22 miles
from Polavarm and equidistant (about 32 miles
away ) from Kovvur, Tadepalligudem and Nidada-
vole Railway §tations‘ It was formerly a big forest
area where the members of Bandivani family built
a temple for Madana Venugopalaswamy besides en-
dowing the temple with 60 acres of land in the
name of the swamy. A big well was constructed
by them. Till the beginning of present century, it
was the only well supplying water for men and ca-
ttle. Koyyalagudem is the hamlet of this viilage.

The total population of the village is 7,165
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Bralimin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kamma,
Chakali, Mangali, Turpu Kapu, Bukka Kapu, erc;
Scheduled Castes (1.386) —Madiga, Mala, etc.;
Scheduled Tribes (147) —~ Yerkula; Muslims and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture. agricultural labour, trade
and and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Madana Venugopalaswamy
and of Lord Sri Rama, the image of village deity
Chintalamma in the form of garigalu with no
temple, a Ramamandiram and a church are the
places of worshipin the village.

Sri Madana Venugopalaswamy festival is cele-
brated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi
(April-May). It is being celebrated for the past
2 years and is confined to the village. The local
devotees of the village congregate without any dis-
tinction of caste or creed. Chintalamma Kolupu
is celebrated for the 3 days when smallpox breaks
out in the village. Naivedyam and sweets are off-
ered to the deity during the festival. On the last
day, goats, fowls and he-buffaloes are sacrificed. A
pig is buried upto the head in the ground and
all the cattle are made to walk over the head of
the pig which is considered good for the devotees.
Bandaru (saffron) that is used for the worship of the
deities is distributed to all. Some subscriptions



are collected to meet the expenditure. There
are three choultries in the town.

SOURCE: 1. Sri Ch. V.A.S. Satayanarayana Murty,

Teacher, Koyyalagudem.

2. Sri J. Krishna Rao, Village Level
Worker, Koyyalagudem.

8. Pattisam or Pattaschala Kshetram—is one of the

ancient and sacred places of Southern India. The
sanctity of this place is claimed both by the
Saivaites as well as by the Vaishnavaites as
both the Saivaite and Vaishnavaite shrines are
situated here.  According to Skandapurana, duc
to the manifestation of Lord Siva and Lord
Vishnu, it is known as Kailasam (abode of Siva)
and Vaikuntham (abode of Vishnu) on earth.
This famous Pattasachala Kshetram is picture-
squely situated on Devakutaparvatham overlooking
the Papi hills, in the heart of the River Gowthami.
a tributary of the Godavari. Itis at a distance

of about 2 miles from Polavaram and about 16
miles from Kovvur Railway Station.

Pattasachala Kshetram is rich in legend and
religious tradition.

The hill on which the shrine
lies is variously called as Devakutadri, Devakuta-

parvatham, Devakutasikharam, Neeladri or Neela-

chalam, Veerabhadrasikhari and Pattasadri and
the origin for the names is

described in the
following legends.

According to one legend, Devakutudu (King
of Deyakutapgrvatham), son of Karaveera went
to Kailasa (Himalayas) to attend a conference of

mountains, but, not being shown i
. N proper consi-
deration by XKailasudy

(ng of Kail
vatham) left the others, we ailasapar

. nt and did great pen:
and by so pleasing Lord Siva obtaine penance,

da

Him that He would dwell in his bodybo(?ncﬁo:r:
the hill). Hence the hilt goes by the. ;’:ame
Devakutadri; Devakutaparvatham or Devakutasi-
kharam. It is also called Neeladri or Neela
chalam because Neeludu or Neela lived and did
penance here and attained salvation, It goes b

the name Veerabhadrasikhari after Lorg Veerabhady
raswamy of Veerabhadreswaraswamy the pres'-
ding deity in the Saivaite shrine. , "

It goes by the name of Pattasadri and the vij-
age by the name Pattisam after the well-known stor
of Dakshayaga. Sathidevi, y

daughter of Daksha,

18

. a’ was,
‘was the wifc of Lord Siva. When Daksh

o i daugh-
performing the yaga, he did not invite s d{ ﬁ%ia\
ter, Sathidevi and son-in-law, Siva. -(.)Uto? Siva,
love, giving a deaf car to thc.z\d\nw‘.r father
Sathidevi attended the yaga uninvited. ‘1 ¢ 1nsul-
kept silent without noticing her p'mscmc'hcr she
ted by this discourteous act of her fat K‘now-
immolated herself in the sacrificial firc: infurm-
ing this act by His insight and becoming o\ 4
ted Lord Siva took the incarnation ‘Of Vf;ccmbha-
reswara—according to another version, Akshayagd
dra is the manasa-putra of Siva—split Da inttasa.
and beheaded Daksha with sword- weapon h;\\ and
After beheading him, Pattasa fell on the cd with
s0 it went by the name Pattasadri. plc..\s ed hi
the prayer of the wife of Duksha, he rcStorc
to life but only with the head of i\‘Sh?\p' giva
fulfilment with a boon given to her previouslys hill
manifested Himsclf as Vecrabladra on mcd His
As there was no water, He foreefully Pli::;mkah
trident on the ground from where B ‘,\bhadrﬂ
sprang up along with water. When Vccfr})ex'aras)
pursucd the Mukkoti Devatas (3 crores © nd took
from the pandal of Dakshayaga. they fled nn jncar-
shelter in the temple of Bhavanarayana, a ection:
nation of Maha Vishnu and prayed for prot Mahs
The Lord who was an incarnation “,f SnVccra-
Vishnu sent Sudarsanam (disc) "‘%mn“ e pre
bhadra who coolly swallowed it. Fveryo! vishnt
ved to pacify Veerabhadra. Maha bhadra’s
performed sahasra kamala puja o Veerd otfuls
feet, after abhishekam with thousands of f‘\)owers-
of water, and offercd thousand lotus 4 He
Vishnu found the flowers short by on¢ ?nm eye
made good the shortage by offering Hi8 m;a was
in  place of the lost flower. > Agas”
pleased and restored Sudarsanam 10 Him. bhadrd
thya Mahamuni furthes prayed 10 Veera there.
to appeasc His wrath and sctticd doW'“ e of 3
Veerabhadra settied down there in the Shj‘p am in
Lingam and Agasthya cmbraced the L\“gen on
great costacy. The marks of the arms SAccm—
the Lingam are attributcd to this cvent. hed His
ding to another legend Veerabhadra Wit
sword here after beheading Daksha.

 itlage 9

The total population of Pattl_sam V‘“:\guni'
3,364 and it is made up of the following Coza e
ties: Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, i, Man’
Kapu, Turpu Kapu, Jangam, Sale,Chaks c‘l,'l'ﬁbes
gali; Scheduled Castes (443) and Scheduled Ly,
(7). The chicf means of livelihood of the P

: ; de 30
are agriculture, agricultural labour, tr8
other traditional occupations.

¢ C ommissioner,

H.R.&C.E.

A Imn.) Dept- Eluru.
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Plate 111 . Veerabhadreswa raswamy temple,

—Courtesy : Assistant Commissioner, H.R.&C.E. (Admn.)

Dept., Flury.

* The temples of this Kshetram are of Sri
Veerabhadreswaraswamy (a stone Sivalingam with
the marks of two arms that appear to have embr-
aced the Lingam—the image of his consort Bhadra-
kali is of stone in awe-inspring female form),
Sri Bhavanarayanaswamy and Sri Sita Rammaswamy.
An inscription shows that the temple construction
of Sri Sita Ramaswamy was completed by Many-
am Mahalakshmi Zamindarini. There is also a
small templecontaining two stone images of women,
called anistri (widow) and punistri (woman in
married status), one of whom is represented as
being in childbed. About 4 miles from the Veera-
bhadreswara temple and facing it, there is the
temple of Mahanandeeswara amidst the Gowthami
*Godavari. It is believed that these two deities are

"brothers.

“Jtis (Mahanandeeswara) is supposed to be the
residence of the bull (nandi) which belongs to the
Pattisam temple. It has one agraharamvillage as
an endowment and this brings Rs, 800 a year. On
the island is a cave which is popularly supposed
to be the entrance of an uuderground passage to
Benaras”1

Pattasachala Kshetram may be traced back
to the Ramayana period. Jambavantha, a very
great devotee of Sri Ramachandra, did penance
here for many years and according to his wish
Lord Vishnu settled down there along with His
spouse Bhuneeladevi. Even today the image of
Jambavantha can be seen at the feet of the Lord
Bhavanarayana in His temple situated to the north-
cast of the hill. It is said that Jambavantha inst-
alled the presiding deity, Bhavanarayanaswamy
and His spouse in the temple and that this shrine
is more ancient than that of Sri Veerabhadreswara-
swamy. This temple of Bhavanarayanaswamy is
one of the five noted Vaishnavaite Kshetrams,
the other four being at (1) Ponnuru (Guntur Dis-
trict), (2) Bapatla (Guntur District), (3) Bhavadev-
arapalle (East Godavari District) and (4) Sarpa-
varam (East Godavari District).

This Kshetram is reputed to be so very sacred
that even the worms and insects that chanced to
sce the place attain salvation.

“DoF  SEyTBS (oo

Neeladrow darsanadeva krimikeeta

LT TR SONREE Ot )
Kadayaha mokshamapnuyath

1 Madras District Gazetteers—Godavari, Vol. I (Madras; 1907)p. 279
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It is one of the Saivaite, Kshetrams in India
famous as Pancha Kasi Kshetrams or Pancha
Mahasaivaite Kshetrams (five great Saivaite shri-
nes), the other four being Srisailam, Kasi (Banaras)
Kedaram and Kalahasti. It is also claimed—

".’333‘@ $Ho 3@‘0 a“ﬁn
Pattasadri samam kshetram nasthi
(® EadY-1-1 ]
brahmanda golake
bess SBS Sped
Veerabhadra samodevo nabhootho
3 gD8g8
na bhavishyathee™

meaning——

There is no sacred place like Pattasadri in
the Universe. A God equal to Sri Veerabhadra
never existed in the past nor is going to exist
in future.

In Skandapuranam it is chronicled—

“oirEe  SETE8e (@®o
&
Yathra  mahothsavam drashtum

S Tre  dto

«Q
pattase shoola paninam

e &g $8 Sy od
Gaja roodhah Paththinascha haya
Sowg SHdges
mukhya samanvithaha
¥Ser :30‘53'83 S6u%o
Q a
‘ Sakatastha narassarve  Pattasam

'&LG‘ S Ko

kshetra magathaha ’

foyers  BErYy (804
Karnatakaha Keralascha Dravida

Tod wo¥es
Pandu Tankanaha
288 ¥0ore¥y ‘-‘o:ﬁ*w@é
Vaidarbhikah Kalingasch Maharashtra
Dy
Mahabhruthaha®

To witness this sacred festival of the Lord of
Pattasa, devotees including Rajas and Maharajas



from all nooks and corners of the country, name-
ly, Karnataka, Kerala, Dravida, Pandu, Tankana,
Vidarbha, Kalinga, Maharashtra, Mahabhrutha,
etc., used to come not only on foot, but also by
carts and carriages and on the backs of horses and
elephants.

“dugpeo I8 Edo
W
Nishipoojam thathodrashtom
6&2(635&‘&-6 VY]
[y
samagachchanmaharshayaha

dﬁ‘g‘.’w"z,.g Forge  wHEAY

Yagnavalkyo Bharadwaja Jamadagni
R kTl
-3
sthapondhihi
¥ 0% 88 HKKg o%dst
[]
Kasyapothrirvasistasya Yamadevo

RGN
mahamunihi.”

It is also described that Sivaratri fostival here is
considered such a sacred occasion that cven the
saptharishis (seven sages) Yagnavalkya, Bharadwa-
ja, Jamadagni, Kasyapa, Athri, Vasista and Vam-
adeva would attend the festival to have darshan
of the Lord.

Sugriva prayed to Lord Vishnu hare for rel.ef
from his inconsiderate brotivzr Vi, Sei Vishuu
promised to emancipate him in His Ramavathar.
Sri Rama Himself visited this sacred place after
killing Ravana and worshipp:d Lord Veerabhadra
to absolve Himself from the sin of killing so great y
devotee of Lord Siva as Ravana. Parasurama who
destroyed the kingly dynasties for 20 times could
think of only the Lord of Pattisam to absolve
Himself from that sin. Even Chandra (moon) who
had yielded to the temptations of Tara, th: wife
of his great guru, Bruhaspathi, could be absolved
of the abominable sin by taking a bath in the sac-
red Bhadrakaligundim, a pit in the bed of the rj-
ver, This pit or small pond is said to have becy
formed by the waters of Bhogavathi Ganga thay
sprouted from the nethzr lands when the weapon
Pattasam fell on the ground for the first time, and
it is called Bhadrakaligundam or Bhadrakundam
after Bhadrakali, the consort of Sri Veerabhadr.
eswara. There are several such anecdotes that kin.
gs, devas, daityas, maharshis and  tesidents of the
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forests of Dandaka and Naimisha were benefited .
by worshipping the Lord here,

This i« also the sacred place where Rama
settled down with Sita and Lakshmand according
to the wish of His devotee Brahmanandaswamy,
Durga also found it a fit place for final settle-
ment after destroying Shumba and Nishumbha,
the twin rakshgsas who were harassing  devas and
rishis and whom She alone could Kill.  Durga's
image with Her simha vahanam_ (tion’s vehicle) in
a temple is there even now. [t is also claimed
that the pond whercin Gajendra was saved by
Vishnu and the enuga parvatham (the hill of the
elephant) in the form of the trunk of an clephant
close by enhance the sanctity of the place.*
Verily the nereby temple of Muhanandecswara in
the middle of Godavari river, Gopadakshetram
(Kovvur), Kotilinga Mahakshetram (Rajahmund-
ry) and Markandeyalavam  and  several other
sacred places down the banks of the Gowthami
river as in  the cse of Ganga uear Banaras has
carned for Pattisam the titles Dakshina Kasi and
Apara Kasi.  There is a cave which is popularly
supposed to be the entrance of an underground
passage to Banaras {Kasi).

Mahasivaratri is celehrated for § days from
Magha Bahula Triodast  (January—Fcebruary).
Akhandothsavam  and  abhishekam ar: performed,
Cocoanuts, fruits and fow:rs arc offered. Devo-
tees observe fasting and javaranam on  Sivaratri
day. The festival is of ancient origin, s widely
known and of all-Indiv impartrace. The Govern-
ment patronise the  festiva! and the temple has
200 acres of Inam lands.  Abaut onc lakh Hindu
devotees from all parts of India congregate with-
out any distinction of caste or creced.  Pilgrims
visiting Bhadrachalam shrine and the other shrin-
es mentioned above visit Pattasachala  Kshetram
also to attain stilviation.,  Pojaris are Satvaities
for the Veerabhrdr:swara temn'e and Vaishna-
vaites for the Blovanaraysvaswamy temple with
hereditary rignts. They perform nitya  naivedya
deeparadhanas in the templos.

A fair is held in connection with the above
festival for 5 days near the temple,  Foodstuffs,
eatables, utensils, lanterns, torchlights, mirrors.
combs, carthern and wooden  toys, pictures,

photos, books, mill, handleom and ready made
clothes, Ayurvedic medicines and agricultural

-

iraplements are brought and sold.  Bhajans,
musical performances, dramas, circus, swings,
lotteries and gamblings, etc., afford entertain-
ment to the visitors. There are choultries and
Yree feeding is arranged during the festival.
Pandals and sheds are erected for the visitors.

Anistri and Punisthri “are much worship-
+ ped by childless women desirous of offspring. The
suppliant places her foot on a platform in front
of the figures and vows that if a child fike a pearl
or like coral is born to her, she will present a
peart or a piece of coral to the images. In ano-
ther part of the same temple are figures of Durga
and Mahishasuramardhani, the form adopted by
the goddess Parvathi when she killed the demon
Mahishasura. Sheep and fowls are sacrificed
before these idols, though they areinside the pre-
- cincts of the temple. The spilling of blood is not
as a rule permitted inside Brahmanical shrines.” |

SOURCE: [. Sri P. Ramalingeswara Rao, B. A.,

LL.B., Advocate, Patha Pattisam.
2. Sri N. Ramachandra Rao,
ter, Panchayat Samithi
School, Gutala.
3. Articles in Aradhana Monthly Maga-~
zine of September, 1962 and January,
1964.

Headmas-
Elementary

9. Gutala—Situated at a distance of about 7
‘miles from Polavaram and 17 miles from ths
Kovvur Railway Station. Xotta Pattisam is the
hamlet of this village.

The total population of the village s 6,293
and it is made vp of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Kapu,
Velama, Turpu Kapu, Kamsali, Kummari, Ediga,
Vadde, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (947)
~ Mala,  Madiga, Mala Dasari, Madiga Dasari,
ctc.; Scheduled Tribes (75)~-Yenadi; and Chris-
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations,

The temple of Nrusimhaswamy, with His
stone image in human form, seven Rama temples,
Anjaneyaswamy temple with His stone image,
temples of the village deities Muthyalamma and
Potlamma with their stone images in awe-~inspir-
ing forms; and a church are the places of worship
in the village. The temples of Anjaneya and
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Potlamma are situated in Kotta Pattisam, hamlet
of Gutala.

in 1951 one Sri Korada Appalaswamy came
to this place, sculptured the icon of Anjaneya-
swamy and installed it on the bank of the Goda-
vari. After that the villagers constructed 2
temple by collecting subscriptions.

The story about Anjaneya has 1t that once
Anjanidevi performed penance about Vayudeva
to beget children. The Wind God appeared
before her and gave a boon that a child would be
born to her. Accordingly, a child was born to
her, and he was named Anjaneya after His
mother’s name. He was born on Margasira
Suddha Triodasi (November—-Dzc:mber).  Sri
Anjaneyaswamy Jayanthothsavam is celebrated for
5 days from Margasira Suddha Triodasi (November
—December). Festival arrangements are made
about onec month in advance. Pujas are perfor-
med. The uthsava vigrakam is taken out in pro-
cession with music during the period of festival.
Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers are offered to the
deity. Devotees take river bath and observe
fasting. This festival is being celebrated since
the installation of the icon, i.e., from 1951. The
local youngmen committe patronises the festival.
Subscriptions are collected from the villagers to
meet the expenditure. Thousands of pzople, local
and from the neighbouring villages, congregate
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pyjari
is a Brahmin with hereditary rights.

A fair is held for 5 days in connection with
the festival near the temple during day and night.
Foodstuffs, eatables, glassware, lanterns, torch-
lights, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, books,
cloth, ready made dresses and toys made up of
earth, wood and paper; efc.; are sold in the fair.
Dances, dramas, Harikathas, burrakathas, bhajans,
lotteries and gamblings, etc; afford entertainment
to the visitors. Pandals are erected. There is also
free feeding to some extent on the last day of the
festival,

Hanuman Jayanti is celebrated for 35 days
during Karthikam (October - November) in the
hamlet Kotta Pattisam. Festival arrangements are
made 8 days in advance, Pujas are performed
during all the festival days. Devotees take oil
bath and observe fasting and jegarana. Deepa-

1 Madras District Gazettcer§~Godavari, Vol. I, (Madras: 1907, p. 279.



radhana 1s performed in their houses. This fest-

ival is being celebrated for the past 14 years and
is of local significance. Local Hindus participate
in the festival- Prasadam is distributed toall.
There is free feceding to some extent on the last
day. Bhajans, Harikathas, burrakathas and dramas
afford entertainment to the visitors,

Muthyalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
during January or February, once in 3 years. Fes-
tival arrangements are made one month in adv-
ance. The deity is taken in procession on the last
day. Cooked rice, vegetables and eatables are
offered as naivendam. Fowls, goats and sheep are
sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of vows. The
festival is of local significance and local people
congregate. Pujaris are Chakalis with hereditary
rights. Dramas, Harikathas, burrakathas afford

entertainment to the visitors. Free feeding extends
to the last day.
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» : . hamlet,
© Potlamma Jatra is celebrated in the 'hcncc 0
. . . o )}
Kotha Pattisam, according to the W“"““~ The
the villagers once in two or threc years-

r

. fve caste ©
local people congregate irrespective of ¢t
creed.

. Ve davar
Devotees take bath in the river Go

. Muk'
and observe fasting and jagaranam during ™
koti Ekadasi and Sivaratri

; hers
SOURCE: 1. Sri Vanjji Appala Majjayya. Tex

Kotta Pattisam. zilla

: i
Sri S. Lakshmipathi Raju, Teacher
Parishad High School, Gutala.

. vel
Sri A. Harinadha Rao, Village Le
Worker, Gutala.

. Y
4. Sri Valavala Adiyya, Teacher, Ko
Pattisam,
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Section 1V

KOVVUR

g““dig“dem—snumd at a distance of 24 miles
from the Jangareddigudem—Chityala road and
13 miles from Kovvur. The village is connected
by a foot path to the road.

The population of the village is 1,607 and
1t iy made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu,'Golla,
Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Kamsali, Athiracha;

*Scheduled Castes (317) —Madiga, Mala; and Sch-
eduled Tribes (480)—Koya. The chief means ot'" liv-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labouwr. .

There are the temples of Kanakadurga_mma,
Challalamma and Ganganamma in the village.
The image of Kanakadurgamma has 8 hgnds and
is mounted on a lion. There is the image of
Peddintamma in the temple of Kanakadurgam.ma.
There is image of Mahishasura under the right

foot of this deity.

Kanakadurgamma Teertham is celebrated for
S days from Phalguna Suddha Purnima to Bahula Cha-
viti (February—March). Arrangements are made a
week in advance and every day offerings are made
in fulfilment of vows. Cocoanuts and bananas are
offered to the deity and goats and fowls are sac-
rificed. Dramas Harikathas and bhajans afford
entertainment. It is being celebrated for the past
3 years and is of local significance. Sri Pokan-
ati Venkataswamy, a Kapu and Sri Narala Pen-
tayya, a Kamma, are the chief patrons, People,
local and from the neighbouring villages, congre-
gate. Pujari is a goldsmith. Prasadam is distribu-
ted to all. There is free fecding to some extent.

About three years back Sri Kuchanuri Ve-
nkanna, a Golla (Yadava) by caste, was tending
cattle. When a disease broke out in the herd,
Venkanna sprinkled rice mixed with curd for
two or three days for saving the herd. Deity
Kanakadurgamma possessed him and told that
in case a temple was constructed for Her and H:r
image was worshipped, she would protect the villa-
ge. 1t was done accordingly and the annual festival
of the deity is taking place for the past three

TALUK

years. The image of Peddintamma is also installed
in the temple.

SOURCE: Sri P. Eliaza, Teacher. Nandigudem.

2.. Guddigudem—.Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from Gopalapuram, which is on the Jangareddigu-
dem—Prakkilanka bus route and 29 miles from
Kovvur,

The total population of the village is 2,583 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga, Ath-
iracha, Muthracha, Kapu; Scheduled Castes (474)
—Madiga, Mala; and Muslims. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

The temples of Prasannanjaneyaswamy,
Venugopalaswamy and Kodandaramaswamy are
the places of worship in the village. There is  Sri
Vasudasa Varada Kodanda Ramanama Sankirthana
Samajam established in 1941 in the village. Sri
Anjaneyaswamy temple was built in the year 1959,
Lord Kodandaramaswamy temple was built and
Sri Venugopalaswamy temple was repaired recently
by the local devotees.

Sri Prasannanjaneyaswamy Jayanthi Uthsavam
is celebrated for a day on Margasira Suddha Trio-
dasi (November—December). Cocoanuts, fruits
and flowers are offered to the deity in fulfilment
of vows. Bhajans are performed and processions
are taken out. The festival is being celebrated
for the past 3 years and is of local significance.
Subscriptions are raised from the villagers to meet
the expenditure. About 1,500 people of local and
ncarby villages congregate, irrespective of caste
or creed. Teertham and prasadam are distributed
to all present. A fair isheld in connection with
the festival for a day near the temple. Cocoanuts,
lanterns, torches, mirrors, combs, photos, clot-
hes, toys, sweets and fruits, efc., arc brought and
sold. Harikathas or music performances afford
entertainment. There is poor feeding to some
extent,

source: 1. SriB. Venkata Ratnam, Head Master,
Guddigudem.

2. SriV.V. Ramana, Teacher, Guddigudem.



3. Gajjaram i
. ] —Situat : ]
o —Situ deoin the Jc;ng:\reddlgudcm—
4 stance of 15 miles fro
/ . ' : | $ 1
(I;mvm Railway Station. River Godavari is at a
1(1§tance of one mile frem the village G'\j&p‘lthi
ye1ngs are said to have ruled over this place m"my
ars ago. During the exc i ‘
ars. icavations, an old
with its ramparts, s i ies an, o
' , Stone Images, temp!
s piesand other
t}?;{lgs havc bgen found. So, it is said that this
village 1s of historic importance. "

y "I('jhe population of the village is 2,208 and i
‘made up of the following communitics: .
Hindus—Brahmin, Kamma v
Kshatria, Telaga, Kapu ,
Chakali, Mangali, etc.; ’

aste
Kummari, Vaisya,
: Settibalija, Yadava
- Scheduled Castes -
¢ S astes (838)-—
a:(; é{\\?’hr?, Arundhan’ya; Scheduled TritEes's()H)
nd Ch 1lsnans. The. chief means of livelihcgod t
! dp ple are _agnculture, agricultural lab .
nd other traditional occupations e

The temples of Sri Sub
Mutyalamma and two ¢}
wgrship in the village. T
Vishnu, Vigneswara, Siva
near the tank,

rahmanyaswamy and
‘nurches are the places of
NETE are stone images of
» Nandi and a Sivalingam

Subrahmanyaswamy Shashu; ;
jr\:lrzrﬁcszs;r:d S;;tddha Shash);f (N;k\:te‘n:lsnccr(-:-lle)irc:aet;% (-))n
douts & tal(;{)wbersh are offered 1o the deity ;lh'
It is of local si z.it ™ the pond near the 1 | 'e
gnificance and local Hi S o
e, ndus congre-

Village deity Muty:
ted every year. There ti)smllm?)mma >
fowls are sacrificed to the
vows. It is of local sig
Hindus congregate.

tara is celeb

§ ra-
dﬁ)fc:d (']ate. Goats and
o eIty in fulfilment of
ificance and the local

It is of interest
. to reprodu
said about the village deiticze here what was

District Gazetteer of Godavar] T in the Madras
in 1907. avari District publisheq

“Besides the orthodox
heon, three other classes §;’ dssugf-,:l,::tﬂ‘“d“ pant-
are commonly worshipped. Thege . ural beings
goddesses referred to below, who ar are the village
cal in character; the caste deities whoentially lo-
of special reference amoag special caster © O PIECts
family deities, namely th ¢astes; and the

2 viry .
dead bachelor of the fam 4, or soul of some

ac ily, and
spirit of some woman outlived é?e gg{“l’:"l‘;g' %r
and,

I. Madras District Gazettcers—Godayar;
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who have been accorded apotheosis because they ¢
appeared in a dream to scime memberof the fannly

‘tmld announced that they had been made mmor-
al.

The village detties are always female, and
usually can only be propitiated by the shedding of
blood They are not however, merely malevolent,
but “‘l“ coniet benetits on those whom they fav-
our. Some of the most common of them are Nuk-
“)I‘”“'“‘\- Paradesamma, Neralamma, Mathouma,
Poleramma, Muthyatamma, Peddintamma, Soma-
lamma, Bangaramma, Mavullamma and Talupul-
amma. Wherever one of them s established, her
brother, who always goes by the name ol Poturaju s
also worshipped. Some of them havea reputation
for ‘beyond the locad Tunits of their villages
and are visited by pilgrims from distant places.
Nukalamma of Kandrakota n Peddapuram Taluk
(Last Godavari Districy Mavolannma of Mare
%Daka in Kamuchandrapuram  (Fast Godavari
G:;‘j‘,l'\‘:") _ ig‘d_ Somalamma of Rajahmundry (Fast
diSlr‘ic(da!h istriet) are famous  throughout the
Shippcd cl‘“ village gmldc_\\'cs’ are ordinartly wor-
tival. A bonnylox} the oceasion ol then annual fes-
are thep ,’.9 \f".‘"*’"d a number of sheep and  fowls
at the Ty acn iced to them,  The fools are  killed
stain .“(,lll; corners of the village, the h}lt’(\llq 1S
tival ‘its‘b)‘)m i“?!dmght on the st day of the fes-
various ki ]“l‘?‘. is collected in a pot, and grain of
the tem lf‘f\' 'F_ putinto it. The blood s left In
two u\é’,-b[,n_ routal the goddess and a day or
told from \.ll\L\ p;iwp"c‘s of the harvest are fore:
of grain hichhs degree to which the various kinds

prouted.

SpcciAa;]Lf;[;&:!w‘dcIllcS who arc worshipped by
Komatis refc;\rde“"Yukammu. the goddess of the
also sometinm ‘\\“" to later, the Kattumai (who 18
mallas and IT' r(-.lllcd l§;\m_lm:\hcsx\'urudu) of Ga-
of the Pan !A( gas, the Gontivalamma (the mother
msalas’ I'(v(d,v',l brothers) of the Malas, the Ka-
swara‘and‘:ll?:‘::;th'{mnn_u, the Karnabattus® Some-
ilies also nf:cn ‘id.lgns Matangiralu, Brahmin fam-
they WOrshin i ag Some tavourite deity whom
shipin preference to all others.™t

SOURCE: . .
Sri L.M. Isaac, Teacher, Gajjardm:

4. Prakki
ilank: . .
the bank :—mk"’ 'h'«:mlct ol Tallapudi-—Sltuutcd on
Ja"gurcd:' the river Godavari and on the Kovvur=
igudem bus route at a distance of 14

miles rrOn] K
; ovvur, It can be reache boat on
the river Goduvari. be rcached by

s muzllcup"l“r‘laﬁon of the village is 4,065 and it
HinduS—Bl:'; ‘thc fo'“"wi“g communities: Caste
de, Kaliy :'t min, Val?)’&, Kapu, Scttibalija, Vad-
ete.; Sch::’lsamsah, Chakali, Mangali, Golla,
Scheduled Tu-Ld Castes (1,174)=Mala, elc.; and
hood ribes (85)- The chief means of liveli-

of the people ar

ral labou;. ¢ agriculture and agricultu=

Vv
ol. I, {Madrygs, 1907), pp. 4748

- The temples of Lord Visweswaraswamy, Sri
"Rama and village deity Mavuilamma are the pla-
ces of worship in the village.

Sri Visweswaraswimy Kaiyanamis celcbrated
for a day on Jaishta Suddha Turnima (May-June).
1t is of local significance. The temple has some
Inam lands. The local Hindus congregate. Pujari
is'a Brahmin with hercditary rights.

Every year Mavullamma jatara is celebrated
for one day during the harvest season. Fowls are
sacrificed during the Jatara to the deity. About
100 devotees of the village congregate.

SOURCE: Sri P.J. Francis, Teacher, Prakkilanka.

5. Vegeswarapuram —Situated cn the bank of the
river Godavari on the Narsapr-Prakkilanka road
at a distance of about 13 miles from Kovvur Rail-
way Station. It is believed that yogis (sages) did
penance in this village and so it was called Yoges-
warapuram and gradually it became Vegeswara-
puram.

The total population of the village is ?,}39
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus~Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Tclaga’,
Kapu, Medari, Chakali, Vadrangi, Kummari,
Kamsali, Kalali, Mangali, Vadde, Sale, etc.;
Scheduled Castes (242)-Adi Andhra, Madi'ga,
Mala; Scheduled Tribes (77)~Yanadi; Muslims
and Christians. The chicf means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations.

The temples of Lord Venkateswaraswamy
with his stone image, of Eswara with the Sivalin-
gam, of Sri Rama, Subrahmanyaswamy and Maha-
lakshmamma with the image in the form of Sakthi,
a mosque and a church are the places of worship
in the village.

Village deity Mahalakshmamma Jatara is
celebrated for a day on Vaisakha Suddha Purnima
(April-May). Cocoanuts and bananas are oﬁ"e.red
tothe deity. Devotees take oil bath in the river
Godavari during the festival. It is being celebra-
ted from ancient times and is of local significance.
The local Hindus and from neighbouring vil-

ages congregate irrespective of caste or creed.
Pujari is a Chakali. Prasadam is distributed to all,
A fair is held in connection with the festival for
a day near the temple. Foodstuffs, eatables,
mirrors, combs, bamboo articles, lanterns, pic-
tures photos, and toys are brought and sold. Swi-
ngs and lotterics afford entertainment to the
visitors.

Sri Venkateswara Teertham is celebrated for
a day on Karthika Suddha Purnima (October-
November). It is confined to the village. Telagas
patronise the festival. The local Hindus congregate
irrespective of caste or creed.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April).
Kalyanam is performed. It is of local significance.
The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vaigha-
nasa.

Ganapathi Navarathrothsavam is celebrated
for 9 days from Bhadrapada Suddha Chaviti (August-
September).

Sri C. Ramabhadra Sastry, Headmas-
ter, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Vegeswarapuram.
5. Sri Vasabhaktula Veeracharyulu, Tea-
cher, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Vegeswarapuram.

SOURCE: [.

3. Sri Ch. Nageswara Rao, Teacher,
Panchayat Samithi Elementary School,
Vegeswarapuram.

4. Sri N. Ramachandra Murthy, Science
Assistant, Zilla Parishad High Sch-
ool, Vegeswarapuram.

5. Sri G. Sataynarayana Murty, Teacher,
Panchayai Samithi Elementary School,
Vegeswarapuram.

6. Malakapalle —Situated on the Eluru—-Kovvur
bus route at a distance of 10 miles by road from
Kovvur Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 3,893
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kamma, -
Vadrangi, Kamsali, Kummari; Scheduled Castes
(1040)-Madiga, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (63); and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the



people are _agnculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations ‘

N h'rl1e tcm'ples of Muthyalamma, with 5§ fect
igh 1mage in human form, Lord Siva and Sny

Rama and a church are
the : R
the village. places of worship in

Muthyalamma Teertham is celebrated for a

day on Margasira Suddha Ekadasi (Novembe
December). Cocoanuts, bananas and nai"Iu-
are offered to the deity in fulfilment ot"u\jé;w?1
t()i(?ats, fowls and he-buffaloes are sacrificed, ]tW§-
‘cmg -cel:cbrated from ancient times and is 1?’
:gal sxgmﬁcanc‘e. Kammas patronise the t‘cstivz(x)l

out 4,000 Hindus, local and from the ﬁeighL

bouring villages ¢
. ongregate wi . o
tion of caste or creed. P ¥ thout any distinc-

is distributed to all. wari1s a Chakali. Prasadam

A fair is held in connecti
for a day before the tem
50 years. Foodstuffs,
torches, utensils,
kets and toys of e
sold.

on with the festival
ple. 1t is being held since
lame:::abl'es, mirrors, combs,

S, Dictures, photos, bas-
arth and wood are broughi and

Dramas, whirlin
. g wheels, 4
ries afford entertainment to th,e toes and lotte-

H Visi‘ors U
a Cer . .
tain devotee of the delt ets o Sua“y
he forecasts futu e events. yg pOuCSSCd and

Siva Kalyanam

is celebrated for 5 ¢
Phalguna Safddhq Ekadasi to Purnimq (Fai’)s- from
March). It is being celebrated f. cbruary-

a:dk\i(sl cor'lfmcd to the village.orot:: g:?té o
;1aus s ala Satyanarayana is the patron Th o

ome Inam lands. The local Hing ¢ temple
gate. TPujan is a Brahmin of Kasisy, us congre-
hereditary ngl}ts. Prasadam is AiStr‘;bgorram with
Every day pujas are perfsrmed and Ut.ed to all.
offered to the deity. naivedyam is

SOURCE: 1. Sri K, Sriramachandrq

cher, Panchayat Samichi
mit
School, Malakapalle, "
2. Sri Mahasivabartty ]
Sattiraj
Panchayat Samith; o
Malakapalle.

3. Sri Kollipara Govindaraju

ithi Teache
Panchayat Samithi Elemen; r,
Malakapalle. hlary School,

Murty, Teq.
Elfmemm-y

E Teacher,
Jememary School
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7. Ravurupadu -Sijuated at a distance of 4 miles

from Kovvur.

The population of the villane is 822 and it1s
made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus-- Telaga, cte.; Scheduled Castes (92); and
Scheduled Tribes 11).  The chief means of lives
lihood of the people are agriculture, ugricultum‘
l_‘dbour and trade in vegetables, which are grown
m abundance in this village.

Village deity Muthyalamma and Lord Siva
temples are the places of worship in the villags:

Muthyalamma Jatara is cclebrated for 2
days during the first week of November.
and fowls are sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment
of vows. The temple has got 2 acres of inart
land. It is being celebrated for the pist 20 ycars
ur‘.d is of local significance. People of this af
o.i the neighbouring villages congregate
tive of caste or creed.

F A fair is held in connection with the festival.
lOOdStuﬁ"s, catables, utensils, mirrors, combs,
cloth and toys, etc., are brought and sold. Dan-

ces and recorded music afford cntertainment 10
the visitors.

SOURCE : Sri Addala Narasimha Murthy. Teacher:

Ravurupadu.

8. .
. Peddevam“"sﬂu:ltcd at a distinee of about 1
miles from Kovvur Railway Station.

.T\?c twtal population of the villags is 3,731
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—8rahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Kamsali, Chakaii, Mangali; Scheduled Castes
(L,I77)~ Madiga, Mala: Scheduled Tribes (26):
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture, agricultural labout an
other traditional occupations,

and The temple of the village de'ty Grlammi
'f] 5 otl.’cr. temples and churches are the place®
Ot worship in the village.

l‘romGuurh,‘m.ma Tecnh'.lm is celebrated for 2 days
(March_fdd.l \ e Chaitra  Suddha Padyam}
devo . prill. It is of local Signiﬁcungc, The

tees, local and from the neighbouring villages:

Goats’

irrespee-

.conéregate without any

distinction of caste

or creed,

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 2 days. Eatables, utensils, mMirrors, combs,
lanterns, torches and toys, etc., are so'lq.
Merry-go-rounds afford entertainment to the visi-
tors. There is free feeding to some extent.

Ganapati Navaratrulu are celebrated on a very
grand scale for 9 days at a common place in the
village from Bhadrapada Suddha Tadiya
(August~September). Sri Rama Navami is cele-
brated on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).

Sri Iduri Aseervadam, Teacher, Panch-
ayat  Samithi Elementary  School,
Peddevam.

2. Sri Koli Raja Rao, Teucher, Special
Panchayat Samithi Elementary School,
Peddevam.

3. Sri B. Manikyacharyulu, Teacher,

Panchayat Samithi Elementary School,

Peddevam.

sourRci: [I.

9. Kumaradevam-— Situated on the banks of the
river Godavari and at a distance of 5 miles from
Kovvur Railway Station. There is a boat app-
roach from Rajahmundry. Formerly in 1882 the
village to the east of its present location was washefd
away in floods; and so this new village was built in
this place.

The total population of the village is 2,503
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—XKapu, Kamma, etc.; Scheduled
Castes (604); and Scheduled Tribes (22). The
chief means of livelihood of the peuple are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Lord Venkateswaraswamy,
Sri Rama and of Anantha Bhogeswaraswamy with
a stone Sivalingam are the places of worship in
the village.

Dhanurmasothsavam is celebrated for 30
days in Pushyam (December-]anuary) in Lord
Venkateswara temple. Fruits and flowers are
offered to the deity. It is being celebrated since
the origin of the village and is confined to the
village. The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is
a Vaishnava with hereditary rights. Prasadam 1s
distributed to all.
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Formerly, the temple of Anantha Bhogeswara-
swamy was to the east of its present location, that
is, on the banks of the river Godavari and during
floods the temple was completely washed away.
In 1883 the present temple was built and an image
of Sri Venkateswaraswamy was installed. Another
temmple was then constructed within the compound
of it and the villagers thought of installing a Siva-
lingam there. But Lord Siva appeared to an elder
gentleman of the village ina dream; and told him
that he was in the river in the form of a Lingam
and asked them to instal that image only in the
newly constructed temple. When the villagers
were searching for the Lingam in the river, the
bamboo stick held by one of them touched the
Lingam at which a piece of it broke down. The
broken Lingam was brought by the villagers and
was installed in the temple.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in Ramalayam
for a day on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April).
Kalyanam is performed. Flowers and fruits are
offered. The festival is of ancient origin and is
confined to the village. The local Hindus congre-
gate. Pujari is Nambi with hereditary rights.

The devotees take river bath early in the
morning during Karthikam (October—November)
and puja, deeparadhana are also performed in the
temples.

SOURCE: Sri Vadali Satyanarayana Murthy, Head-
master, Panchayar Samithi Elementary

School, Kumaradevam.

10. Arikirevula—Sjtuated on the banks of the
river Godavari at a distance of 2 miles from
Kovvur Railway Station. There are boat appro-
aches from Rajahmundry and other places also.

The population of the village is 1,571 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma, Kalali,
etc; Scheduled Castes (609)—-Arundhatiya; and
Scheduled Tribes (7). The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Lord Siva, Sri Rama and the
village deity Pasalamma are the places of worship
in the village.
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Hindus-—Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Bhatraju; Sche=
duled C“Stc‘ (576)—-Madiga, Mala; and Schedu-
led Tribes (12). The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural lubour
and other tradititional occupulilmxu

Mll]hc temples of Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy,

ad o al. . T N : 1

ti‘ i\“*{gopdhl\w‘nny, Sri Rama and village dei-
cs Arl , ol

Wordhs tmma, Nemalipuremma are the places of
orship in the village.
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SWeets, pots 'lantcro‘f‘\CrY.- aluminium lll}'”“ls‘.
and photos ,book T e SO o and
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Sri Mad;
rated ():1 %qfidﬂagom]asw“my Kalyanam is celeb-
aisakha Suddha Ekadasi (April-May).
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October),

4 'geswaraswamy  Kalyanam is cel-
sviyuja Suddha Dasami (September™

Sri Ramg o
Suddha N‘:;lan;;: (l\;v;lvaml is .cc.lcbrzncd on Chailrd
day bhajans are 3;Ch~Apr‘||), On ecvery [;kadan
day pujas ar performed in Ramamandir. Every
¢ performed to Lord Ruma. Bhajans are

performed on
days alsg. every Monday, Friday and Ekadast

SOURCE ] [
- Sri Khandbhatiu Venkatraju, Head-
master, Penakamerq.

Sg” V .Kalirla.\', Teacher, Panchayal
samithi Schoot, P. Savaram.

13. Dh
. armavaram-—S; .
Yaram bus route gt Sitvated on the Kovyur-Pola

Kovvyr Railway § i‘_distance of 8 miles from

village, this hv;sy .tatmn_ Originally a zamindari
S

Government, Ince been taken over by the

The population of the village is 2,857 and it

is made up of the following communities: Caste

Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kapu, Kamma,
Golla; Scheduled Castes (1,051); Scheduled Tribes
(6);and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Malleswaraswanly with a
stene Sivalingam and of Sri Rama anda churchare
the places of worship in the village. Village deity
Muthyalamma is also worshipped.

Sivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chaturdasi (January—February). Siva Kalya-
nam is performed.

This festival is of local significance. The
temple has some Inam lands. The local Hindus
congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Kasyapasa
gotram with hereditary rights. There is poor fee-
ding to some extent.

Muthyalamma Jatara is celebarted for a day
once in 4, 5 or 10 years for the welfare of the
villagers according to their convenience.

Panakam, vadapappu and chalimidi are offered
to the deity. The festival is of ancient origin but
is of local significance. About 3,000 people, local
and from the neighbouring villages, congregate.

A fair is held in connection with the Jatara
in the night. Eatables, lanterns, torchlights,
mirrors, combs, books, photos, fruits and fancy
goods, etc., are sold.

There is a choultry for the pilgrims.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April).

Sri T. Veerabhadrarao, Teacher, Panchayat
Samithi Elementary School, Dharmavaram.

SOURCE:
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14. Gowripatnam— Situated on the Madras—Cal- -

cutta G.N.T. Road at a distance ot 9 miles from
Kovvur Railway Station. It is believed that in
the past this village was called Ekachakrapuram
and Bhima, one of the Pandavas, killed the demon
Bakasura at this place. '

The population of the village is 2,343 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste

Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Devanga,
Kamsali, Gowda, Golla, Mangali, Chakali, etc.]
Scheduled Castes (770)— Arundhatiya, Adi Andhra;
and Scheduled Tribes (13). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

The Lingam of Mahalingeswaraswamy and
the Nandi are big and beautifully carved out.
They are believed to be of ancient origin. About
20 years ago, a person by name Annam Rama-
chandra Das came here and cleared the place near
the Lingam that was covered with shrubs. Thence
onwards theertham came to be celebrated here.
Some images like that of Natarajaswamy Wwere
found out during excavations.

There are temples of Sri Rama, and Chaya So-
meswaraswamy in this village. There isa Lingam
of Mahalingeswaraswamy and a Nandi of
exquisite sculpture, but with no temple. There
is a temple of Subrahmanya where the deity is
in the form of a serpent and also the temples of
village deities Mahalakshmamma and Syamalamba.

Sivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) near the
abode of Mahalingeswaraswamy. The festival is
being celebrated for the past 20 years and is of
local significance. Some subscriptions are coltected
to meet the expenditure. Hindus, local and from
the neighbouring villages, congregate. Boarding

facilities are arranged for the pilgrims.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April) in Rama
temple.

Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for a day
on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—Decem-
ber) in that temple.

Sri V. Seethapathi Rao, B.A., Clerk, Dis-
trict and Sessions Court, Rajahmundry.

SOURCE :

15. Devarapalle— Situated on the Madras—Calcu-
tta Great Northern Trunk Road, at a distance of
about 13 miles from Kovvur Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 4,81C
and it is made up of the following communities
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kapu
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‘.(OV_VUF and 18 miles from  Nidadavole Railway
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from Eluru vig Nidadavole,

communication

'Thc toal population of the village 1is 4,436
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Ilindm----Bruhmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga
K:lp»u, Reddy, Kamma, Kalali including ldiga and
Scu’b“?iﬁh Palle, Vadde, Kummari, Kumsaliv
gl"]“ka“, Golla, Mangali, Dommara, Uppari, etC-f
¢ 1eduled Castes (I,114) — Madiga, Mala, ctéo
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SQURCE - s
B2 LoSri K. Jop, Teacher, Gopalapuram.

2. Sri G, Subbarao, Teacher, Zilla Par~
Shad Middle School, Gopalapuram-:

Y )
Yernaga:;vme‘\suuated at the 6th mile on th¢
en]-KOYyalagude l'Oild.

. Th
1S mad
Hindy

e‘Lpopulation of the village is 3,884 and it
s\pBOf th'e following communities: Cast¢
fahmin, Vaisya, Golla, Uppari, e

Scheduled Castes (687)—Madiga, Mala, erc.; Sc-
"heduled Tribes (16); and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional occu-
pations.

Lord Subrahmanyaswamy is worshipped in
the village.

Sri Subrahmanyeswara Shashti is celebrated
for a day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November-
December). It is being celebrated for the past
4 years and is of local significance. The Hindus,
local and from the nearby villages, congregate.

. A fair is held in connection with the festi-
val. Fatables, fruits, cocoanuts, pictures and
photos, cut—piece clothes, toys of earth and wood
and rubber balloons are brought and sold. Merry-
go-rounds, gambling, dramas, lotteries, Harikathas
and musical pecformances afford entertainment
to the visitors.

1. Sri Abhimalla Sundara Rao, Teacher,
Panchayat Samithi Elementary School,
Yadavole.

2. Sri Bhamidipati Ramakrishnaiah, Tea-
cher, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Yadavole.

SOURCE :

18. Thirumalapuram—Situated at a distance of 2
miles from Seethampet, which is on Jangareddi-
gudem—Kovvur bus route.

The population of the village is 2,295 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Gowda, Yadava, etc.;
Scheduled  Castes  (686)—Madiga, Mala;
Scheduled Tribes (23); and Christians. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agricultural
labour and other traditional occupations.

Sri Rama temple is the place of worship in
the village. The village deity Ankalamma temple
is in Venkataramanujapuram, a hamlct of this
village.

Ankalamma Teertham is celebrated for a day
in every year according to the convenience of the
villagers. Fruits and cocoanuts are offered. Fowls,
goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity in
fulfilment of vows. Itis being celebrated from
ancient origin and is of local significance. About
1,000 devotees, local and from the neighbouring
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villages, congregate. Pujari is a Chakali. Prasadam
is distributed to all., Free feeding to some extent
is arranged for the pilgrims.

A fair 1s held in connection with the
festival for a day near the temple. Eatables, lan-
terns, torchlights, mirrors, combs, ready—made
dresses, glass utensils, etc.; are brought and sold.
Dramas, magic, circus and lotteries afford enter-
tainment to the visitors.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).
SOURCE : Sri T. Seshagiri Rao, Headmaster, Samithi
Elementary School, Thirumalapuram, Kov=
vur Taluk, West Godavari District.

19. Rajavaram—Situated at a distance of 30 miles
from Tadepalligndem Railway Station and one
mile from the place of confluence of Yerrakalva,
Bineru and Pulivaagu,

The population of the village is 3,409 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma, Turpu
Kapu, Vadde, Devanga, Kummari, Vadrangi,
Kamsali, Gowda, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Schedu-
led Castes (1,132)~Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled
Tribes (16)~Yerukula; and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa-
tions.

Lord Subrahmanyaswamy temple with stone
image in the form of a serpent, Sri Rama temple
and three Vishnu temples are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

A stone image in the form of Nagendra was
discovered sometime back near the Bangaru-
cheruvu to the north of the village. Lord Subrah-
manyaswamy appeared in a dream to one of the
clders of the village and commanded him to cons-
truct a temple for Him. The villagers accordingly
constructed the temple of Sri Subrahmanyaswamy
by collecting subscriptions.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 6
days from Margasira Suddha Panchami to Dasami
(November—December). Fruits and flowers are
offered in fulfilment of vows. It is being celeb-
rated for the past 10 years and is of local signi-
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fowls ore sacrificed to the deity.

S¢C N . -
JURCE:  Sri B. Somadas, Hcadmaster, Chinnaya

Ludem.
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.23- Kurumamidi—Situated at the 7th mile from

Nidadavole on the Nidadavole—Yernagudem road.

The population of the village is 2,974 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma, Vadde,
Turpu Kapu, etc.; Scheduled Castes (821); Sche-
duled Tribes (25); and Muslims. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultural labour, fishing and other traditional
occupations. .

The temples of Subrahmanyaswamy, Sri Rama
and Siva with their idols are the places of worship
There is the village deity Mavul-
lamma also.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 5
days from Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—

December). 1t is confined to the villa'ge.‘ The
local Hindus congregate. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in Rama
temple for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami
(March—April). It is being celebrated from an-
cient days and is confined to this village. The
local Hindus congregate. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated in Siva temple
for 5 days from Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (Janu-
ary-February). Devotees observe fasting and
Jagarana during the festival-

The festival is being celebrated from ancient.
days and is confined to this villaget The local
Hindus congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

Mavullamma Jatara is celebrated for 2 or
3 days every year.

1. Sri Y.B.K. Lakshmi Narayana, Head-
master, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Korumamidi.

2. Sri Prathapa Lakshmi Narayanasarma,
Teacher, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Korumamidi.

SOURCE:

24. Chikkala—Situated at a distance of 2% miles
from the Nidadavole-Yernagudem road, 74 miles
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from Nidadavole Railway Station and 15 miles
from Kovvur.

The total population of the village is 4,152
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Vaisya, Telaga, Kapu, Kamma,
Golla, Kalali including Gowda, Idiga and Setti-
balija, Yadava, Kamsali, Telikala, Chakali, Man-
gali, Kammari, Kapu, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(889) — Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes
(37)— Yerukula; Muslims and Christians. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional
occupations.

The temples of Sri Rama, Subrahmanyaswamy
and of the village deity Patemma are the places
of worship in the village,

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for §
days from Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—
December).

It is said that the image of Subrahmanya-
swamy was self-manifested long back in this vi-
llage. From that time onwards every year the
festival is being celebrated. It is confined to
this village only- Vaisyas patronise the festival.
The local Hindus of all communities congregate.

On the first dav the Lord’s Kalyanam is
performed. Cocoanuts and fruits are offered-
Pyjari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed to
all. There is free feeding to some extent.

Patemma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days once
in 8 or 9 years, according to the convenience of
the villagers. Goats,fowls and sheep are sacrifi-
ced to the deity. On the next day of the Jatara
a young pig is buried alive in the ground up to
the head and the cattle are taken over the head
of this buried pig. This is a custom of the village.
Chakalis and Mangalis take garagalu in the pro-
cession. Cooked rice full of a winnowing pan is
placed on the head of a person and taken round
the village with music. Several people play with
bamboos or sticks, turning them frequently over
the head of the person. There is a superstitious
belief that, but for the hindrance or obstruction
of the flying sticks above, the winnowing pan with
cooked rice and the man fly off into the air. Like
this he goes 3 times around the village and on
each round an animal is sacrificed, usually a pig
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Sn Subrnnmny:uwa\my Shashti is cclcbra“d
for a day on Margasira Suddha Shashii (November~
December). Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers aré
Of.rcfcd' The local devotees congregate without any
distinction of caste or creed.

Animals are sacrificed to the village deity

Maliamma, when epidemics prevail in the Vi”ag,c.
SOURCE: 1. Sri S. § Gulab, Headmaster, Panchd”
yat Samithi Elementary School, Kalé®
kateswaram.
2. Sri B. Symon, Teacher, panchay®
Samithi Elementary School, Katako*
eswaram. ’
3. Sri Ch. Suryanarayana Rao, Teache”:
Katakoteswaram
2. '.rhimm"’j“l’ﬂem—-Situutcd at a distance of
A mile from the Nidadavole~Ycrnagudem rod

nd 1} miles from Nidadavole Railway Station

The population of the village is 796 and it S
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21, Nidaday,

ur by rail an

—Situated on the Madras—CalC““f
t a distance of 10 miles from KO'_’V
415 miles by road. A branch 1in€

_from this junction goes to Narsapur, a town 48

miles on the east coast. It has communication
facilities by bus to many a town like Narsapur,
Jangareddigudem, Kovvur, Bhimavarm and Pola-
varam and Eluru City and by canals to Narsapur,
Bhimavaram, Koderu and Attili towns and Raj-
anmundry and Eluru Cities. Of course, canal
transport is mostly made use of for cargo only.
v is a big trading centre too, being a marketing
centre next to Tadepalligudem in paddy and rice.

Formerly, Nidadavole was known by names like
Niravadyapuram and Niravadyaprolu. According
to the history of Eastern Chalukyas, battles were
fought in Niravadyaprolu and Peruvanguru bet-

*ween them and Rashtrakutas. ‘Niravadya’ was a

title of Vijayaditya II, who ruled this area bet-
ween 699729 A.D. As this village was construc-
ted and named after him, it went by the name
‘Niravadyaprolu® during those days. During the
British period, this village acquired the name
Nidadavole.

According to some historical findings, Nida-
davole was a place renowned for Saivaradhana.
Even today we can find Sivalingams, images of
Vimayaka, Nandi, and Sakthi in large numbers
here. In the year 1943, a very big Sivalingam with
panavatiam (the base of the lingam) and a sila pha-
lakam (stone inscription) were discovered when
the Kota dibba  was being excavated. Evenas rec-
ently as in the year 1959, a big beautiful statue
of Nandi was unearthed. It illurtrates the exqui-
site sculpture that flourished in the area here.
Numerous inscriptions were also discovered here.
A few wells with a radius of } of a yard are
said to exist even today underneath the roads here
and there. Often people discover the idols of
Vinayaka and Nandi in a ruined state and the
stones of temples. It is believed that once there
had been more than a hundred Sivalayams here.
The fort of this place was once serving as a defence
fortress for the main fort of Rajamahendravaram
(Rajahmundry). To the west of this Kota dibba at
a distance of § a mile, there is a statue known as
Kota sakthi which is 6 feet high. After the Hindu
regime, this fort fell into the hands of Mushim
invaders.

The total population of the town is 16,8.42
and it is made up of several sub-communities
of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (2,165); Sched-
uled Tribes (130) Muslims and Chirstians. The

chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour, trade, services,
labour and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Golingeswaraswamy, Satya-
narayanaswamy, Someswaraswamy, Rajasekhara-
swamy, Madanagopalaswamy, Anjaneyaswamy,
Lord Siva, Subrahmanyeswaraswamy, Saibaba,
Vighneswaraswamy and village deity Nangalamma,
besides mosques and churches, are the places of
worship in the town.

A legend current in the area about the deity
Nangalamma is narrated below. The deity Nangala-
mma is believed to belong to Vanga family and to be
the daughter-in-law of Chamarthi family. To the
north of this place, in the olden days there was a
kingdom, which was invaded by foes. The latter
won the battle and the residents of vanquished
kingdom fled to other places. Amongst them was
a couple who too migrated to this place. Owing
to poverty, they were selling away their jewels
one by one. One day the husband went to bazaar
1o sell the golden bangle of his wife. At the same
time, a similar golden bangle of the queen was
stolen and the soldiers were searching for the
thief. They caught hold of the man, who was sel-~
ling the bangle of his own wife; and the king,
without enquiry, ordered to punish both the man
and his wife severely. This insult was unbearable
to the woman. She committed suicide by drow-
ning herself in the canal. Afterwards, it is belie-
ved, she became the deity Nangalamma and a
temple was built for her on the bank of the canal.
It is said that this scene was witnessed by several
people. The stories current mention that on acco-
unt of the curse of that woman tamarind trees did
not bear fruit, village munsiff did not live in the
village, Kshatrias, goldsmiths, carpenters and
Madigas did not thrive there.

Nangalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 or 4
days once in 5 or 6 years according to the conve-
nience of the villagers usually in the month of
May. Fowls, sheep, goats, he~buffaloes and pigs
are sacrificed in fulfilment of vows. Fruits, flo-
wers and panakam are offered to the deity,

The Jatara is of local significance. The temple
has some Inam lands. The chief patrons are Gol-
las and Kapus. Thousands of Hindus, local and
from the neighbouring 'viliges, congregate. Pujari
is a Golla with hereditary rights. Prasadam is
distributed to all.



A fair is held in connection with this festj-
vz_il near the temple for 3 or 4 days during the
mghts. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, torch lights
mirrors, combs, pictures, books, photos anﬁ
10ys, etc., are brought and sold. Dramas, n’\erry-

gO-IOUI\dS, and lOthHeS a“0ld cnter ldl““\e"l to “le

Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for | da
on Margasira Suddha Shashii (November—Decer‘n)i
ber). Fruits, flowers and silver hoods are offered
to tpc deity in the morning after oilbath, Th
fespval is of ancient origin and is conﬁ'ncd tZ
this town only. The local Hindus participate in

the festival. Pujaris are B i
. . rahmins, There i
feeding to some extent. > poor

Sri Golingeswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebra-

ted for 5 days from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi {

uary—February). Jan-

Sri Satyanarayanaswamy Kalyanam is celeb-

rated for 5 days from Maeh .
(Jan“arY—-February). agha Suddha Triodasi

. ;rt?e image ‘of Sri Satyanarayanaswamy was
ound in the Nidadavole canal. It was install

on the banks of the canal itself and a tem 1S e
copstructcd subsequently. There is g2 1? N i
tt.us temple who is a Brahmin, Vrathams angja" ,
riage functions are often conducted in this t ol
?md those who perform Vrathas and ma e‘mple
in the temple offer to the swamy Karngm -mages
fees. T%xe expenditure of the nitya dhu, e
'fmd n'azvedyams are borne from the mo v d?epa
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vedi teertham cvery year.
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rated after Anthar-
Every Thursday the

Ganapathi Navarathrul
u
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havithi
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on
by the local associations like Lgfr grislnd scale
Merchants Union, Yuvajana Sap Y Sangham,

h
Motor bus workers. Subscript?()::n ?nd by the
kind are also collected to meet the e; n cash or

the last day free feedin . penses.  On
g and distribyt;
thes to the poor are held. istribution of ¢lo.

Madana Gopalaswam i i
y festival
for a day on Sravana Bahulag Ashtami (Jl\su c_e:brated
Cocoanuts and bananas are offered to J\e d“gust).
eity.

The legend current in the area about Golin-
geswaraswamy temple is as follows : Originally the
place where the temple stands was full of bushes
and shrubs where the cowherds uscd to grazeé thelr
cattle. It was noticed that one cow Was not
yielding milk in the house. The owner pursued
it and observed that the cow was standing on @
bush and pouring out its milk. The man cleare
that region of bushes and discovered a big Siva-
lingam there.  The same Lingam now gocs by the
name Sri Golingeswaraswamy.

It is revealed from a stone inscription t.hat
was found in Mallipudi village of this distl‘.ic"
that there was Sri Agasthycswaralayam at Nida-
davole. This inscrpition was written in 1219 A.D-
and was discovered in a Vishnalayam in Mallipud!
According to some other inscriptions, it i8 learnt
that there were also very big temples calle

Mahadeveswara temple and Kumaraswamy temple
m the vicinity.

The ancient temples of Nidadavole were ravas
ged during the Muslim onslaught that took PI&”
ce in 16th and 17th centuries. Many images
the deities were broken to pieces. People must
have hidden under ground some beautiful image®
at that time, which are discovered now-a-days:

_ Inthe compound of the house of 3 Golla,
W_hlch 1s behind Madanagopalaswamy temple, was
discovered a stone pillar, inscription on which r¢”
lates to King Vishnu Vardhana of Eastern Chalv®
kyas and was written in Telugu., It reveals that
Vemuluru Komaiah gave away 52 sheep to 2 persof

to conduct akasa deeparadhana in Kumal‘as"”am
temple.

Another inscription was found in Madan28>
palaswamy temple which belongs to 1199 sake
year. This reveals that Pubbaiah of Niravady®P.
rolu gave away 50 cows to Deveboya, for the

a
necessary ghee to conduct the akasa deepa"”dhan
'n Mahadeveswara temple.

_ An inscription of 1227 saka year on @ ston®
pillar discovered in a mosque, mentions that the
pillar was intended for erection in Mahacheswara
temple. The inscription on a pillar foun
near the Kota dibba, which was written in 2.
saka year, relates that Kuchena, son of Devard)?
Peddim of Athukur donated land to Ch'enll_a
Malladevaswamy. From the same pillar it 13

deciphered that on Thursday, Chaitra Suddha
" Padyami of 1227 Saka year, some other people also
donated some lands to Chenna Malladevaswamy
and that on Monday, Vaisakha Bahula Ekadasi of
1228 Saka year, King Vishnu Vardhana assigned
some lands to Chenna Malleswaraswamy  at
Gurralagunta.

. All the above mentioned inscriptions were
written in Telugu. 1n Kumaradevam, a nearby
village to Nidadavole, some more inscriptions
were discovered which mentioned donations given
to some temples. The stone pillars, upon which
these incriptions are written are now in Kalyana-
mantapam and Mukhamantapam in Sri Venkates-

~waraswamy temple of Kumaradevam village.

SOURCE: I. Sri Goparaju Satyanarayanamurty,
Teacher, Nidadavole.

9. Sri Ch. V. Ramanarao, Teacher,

Abhyudaya Samithi Junior  Basic

School, Nidadavole.

3. SriD. Venkateswarlu, Teacher, Ni-
dadavole.

4. Sri G. Suryarao, Teacher, Abhyudaya
Samithi Junior Basic School, Nidada-
vole.

5. Sri C. Satvanarayanamurty, Bill Coll-
ector, Nidadavole Panchayat, Nida-
davole.

6. Sri R. Suryanarayanamurly, Tea-
cher, Nidadavole.

7. Sri D. Subbaiah, Teacher, Raipeta,
Nidadavole.

8. Sri Vemuri Satyanarayaha, Head-
master, Nidadavole.

9.  Sri Ragidimilli Satyanarayanamurty,
Teacher, Nidadavole.

10. Sri B. Gangaraju, Teacher, Panchayat
Samithi Elementary School, Nidada-
vole.

11.  Sri Alamuri Krishnamraju, Teacher,
Hindu Aided Higher Elemeniary
School, Raipeta, Nidadavole.

12. Sri K. Veeranna, Teacher, Higher

Elementary School, Basivireddypet,
Nidadavale.

13. Sri Vanga Ramanna, Teacher, Nida-
davole.

14. Sri V. Ramarao, Teacher, Higher
Elementary School, Basivireddypet,
Nidadavole.
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15. Sri Kanda Ghatodgajudu, Teacher,
Nidadavole.

16. Sri Y. Venkateswara Rao, Teacher,
Hindu Aided Elementar School, Basi-
vireddipet, Nidadavole.

17. Nidadavole Charitra, Sri Goparaju

Venkatanandam, Abhyudaya Publica-
tions, Nidadavole.

28. Unagatla — Situated at a distance of about %
2 mile from the Narsapur—Prakkilanka road, 2%
miles from Chagallu Railway Station, 5 miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station and 11 miles
from Kovvur.

The population of the village is 4,107 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma, Golla,
Kalali including Settibalija, Vadrangi, Kummari,
Medara, Kamsali, Chakali, Mangali, Uppara, etc.;
Scheduled Castes (624) — Dommara, Madiga,
Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (18)—Yerukula, etc.;
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
toddy tapping and other traditional occupations.

Sri Subrahmanyaswamy temple with the
image in the form of a serpent carved on a stone,
four Sri Rama temples with the images in human
form and village deity Mahalakshmamma temple
and a church are the places of worship in the
village.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for a
day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November-—
December). Festival arrangements are made a
day in advance. On that night the deity is taken
in a procession. The devotees take oil bath and
go to the temple with fruits, flowers, kumkum,
turmeric, camphor, agarbathis and silver serpent
hoods and offer them to the deity. Fasting and
jagarana are observed by the devotees. The fes—
tival is of local significance. The local Hindus
participate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 2 days near the temple. A few shops are
held with eatables and lac toys, etc.

Mahalakshmamma Jatara is celebrated in the
village, when there are any diseases prevalent in
in the village. Cocoanuts, fruits and panakam



(jaggery melted with water) are offered. Animals
are sacrificed in fulfilment of vows. Pujaris are
Chakalis,
SOURCE : I. Sri Varanasi Venkaia Subba Rao,
Agriculturist, Unagatla.

2. Sri D. Satyanandam, Teacher, Ung-
gatla.

Kumari V. Alice, Teacher, Unagatla.

Sri A. Ramamurty, Teacher, Una-
gatla,

5. Sri N. Raju, Assistant Teacher, Una-
gatla.

6. Sri Athunuri Ramamurty, Landlord,
Unagatla.

7. Sri D. Satyanarayana Murty, Head-
master, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Unagatla.

29. Chagallu—Sijtuated on the Fluru—Nidada-
vole bus route at a distance of 6 miles from Ni-
dadavole and 9 miles from Kovvur. The rail-
way station Chagallu is 2 miles from the village
on Vijayawada —Waltair Section. It is on the
bus routes from Nidadavole to Eluru, Polavaram
and Jangareddigudem. It is believed that once
Moudgalyamaharshi did penance here. A canal
called Pemulakalva which is to the east of the
village is believed to be of natural formation and
not dug by human hand.

The population of the village is 6,820 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga,
Kapu, Kamma, Goundla including Ediga and
Settibalija, Devanga, Yadava, Kuruva, Kamsali,
Chakali, Mangali, Kummari, etc.; Scheduled
Castes (1,141)—Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya, Madi-
ga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (16); Muslims
and Christians. The chief means of lvelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
trade, toddy tapping, palm fibre making, labour
and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Subrahmanyaswamy, Sri
Rama, Siva, Ganapathi, Anjaneyaswamy, Rajes-
waraswamy and village deities Patemma, Maha-
lakshmamma, Muthyalamma, Konthamma; mosq-
ues and churches are the places of worship in the
village.
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Sri Subrahmanyaswamy Shashti is celcbrated
for 5 days from Margasira Suddha Shashti (Nov-
ember—Dccember). A procession is taken out.
The festival is being cclebrated for the past about

80 years and is of Jocal significance. About 1,000

Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days ncar the temple. Some rents and
taxes arc collected from the tradesmen by the
Panchayat Board. KEuatables, utensils, lanterns,
torchlights, mirrors, combs, books, photos,
clothes, agricultural implements, bangles, boxes,
baskets and carthen and wooden toys are brought
and sold.
entertainment to the visitors.  There is a choul-
tcy in the village and there is free feeding to
some extent,

Patemma Jatara ts celebrated for three days
once in 12 years according to the convenience of
the villagers. During the Jatara, a hut is built in
the centre of the village and  the deity which
is taken to the hut from the temple is again taken
back to the temple after the festival is over,
Every day sevas, aradhanas arc performed to the
deity. On the last day the deity is taken in a pro-
cession and panakam and kumbham are offered to
the deity.On the third day, goats, fowls, sheepand a
he-buffaloe are sacrificed hefore the temple and the
hut in the centre of the village is burnt. Kammas
and Kapus patronise the Jatara. The Hindus,
local and from the neighbouring villages, congre-
gate. Pujaris arc Kummaris and Chakalis with
hereditary rights,

Ganapathi Navaratrulu are celebrated for 9
days from Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi {(August—
Scptember). [t is being celebrated for the past 20
years. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March~-April).

Sri M. Muneeswara Rao, Teacher,

Special Panchayat Samithi Elementary

School, Chagallu.

2. Sri Yerroju Venkata Rao, Clerk Pan-
chayar Office, Chagallu-

1. Sri G. Bala Raju, Teacher, Panchayat
Samithi Elementary School, Chagally.

4. Sri G. Kondala Rao, Teacher, Panche-

SOURCE: [,

yat Samithi Elememary School, Cha-.

gulln.

Dramas, music and Harikathas afford.

wmpupd T

*

_30. Kovvur— The taluk headquarters situated on
the right bank of the river Godavari facing Raja-
mundry city on the left bank. It is a railway sta-
tion on Vijayawada—-Waltair section of the South-
ern Railway ata distance of 89 miles from Vijaya-
wada.

Gowthama, the great saint, built Varadagop-
alaswamy temple and on the four sides of the
temple, streets were constructed and a village was
founded. Gowthama named that village as Govur
which, in course of time, became Xovvur in
usage,

The total population of the town is 15,427
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (1,852); Sched-
uled Tribes (49); Muslims and Chrsitians, The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour, services, trade and
other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Varadagopalaswamy, Cho-
deswara, Subrahmanyaswamy, Gowthameswara-
swamy Balatripurasunderswarudu, Chaitanya-
swamy, Radhakrishaa, Anjaneyaswamy and of the
village deity Kovvuramma (image in human form
with 4 hands) are the places of worship in the
town. Besides these temples, there are a Sankara-
charya mutt, a mosque and a church in the town.

It is believed that Gowthama Rishi desirous
of having a sacred river that would wash away
the sins of gohathya (killing a cow) created river
Godavari.

“The peculiar sacredness of the Godavari is
said to have been revealed by Rama himself to
the rishi Gautama. The river is sometimes called
Goda, and the sacred character especially attaches
to the Gautami mouth. According to the popu-

" lar legend, it proceeds from the same source as
the Ganges. by an underground passage; and this
idcntig 18 preserved in the familiar name of Vri-
ddha-(Ganga. But every part of its course is holy
ground, and to bathe in its waters will wash away
the blackest sin.”1

Gowthama Rishi who was a powerful saint
was feeding the people during the twelve years of
continuous famine with the help of food grains he
was growing by his fapassakthi. Eswara in the form
of a cow and Vighneswara in the form of a calf
were destroying the crops. In order to protect the
crop, the Rishi hit the cow with darbha, as a
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result of which the cow died. This is how he was
subjected to gohatya sin. He wanted a sacred
place to be named Govuru and establish a presi-
ding deity. As he was thinking about the deity,
Gopalaswamy (Sri Krishna) appeared with His
consorts Rukmini and Satyabhama, promised to
come down to earth to save him and the world
through him, asked him to carry Him on seven
tender leaves and establish Him where the leaves
would be damaged or torn. The next morning,
while he was offering arghya to the Sun in the
river, the image of Gopalaswamy appeared in his
hands. He carried it according to the instructions
of the Lord, and installed it where the leaves gave
way, with the assistance of the other rishis to
whom he narrated his experience. Tearing of the
leaves was interpreted as destroying the sins of
the devotees. Gowthama and his wife Ahalya were
the chief of those that took part in the function.
The image resembles the stone in the Godavari
river but there is no clear chiselling. Gopalaswa-
my is with Rukmini and Satyabhama wearing the
feathers of peacock on the head, crossing the
right leg over the left and holding the flute in
both the hands. The sanctum sanctorum, the in-
ner hall, the outer mantapam with the temple of
Garuda (the sacred kite and the vahanam of Vish-
nu) and the dhwajasthambham (victory pillar) com-
prise the temple. To the right there is the image
of Dasanjaneya {Hanuman, the servant). There is
the kalyana mantapam to the south and nearly
there are six old wood-apple trees. A town with four
strects on four sides of the temple flourished. The
village was named Govuru. All devotees were gra-
nted their desires and hence the epithet varada
(giver) was added and the Lord is called Varada-
gopalaswamy. During the Nizam’s rule a noble
Reddy donated 40 acres of land, a single plot
half a mile from the village for lighting, etc., de-
dicated to the deity. About one hundred years
back in the year Prabhava, one Govardhanam
Rangacharyulu dopated Garuda vahanam and Ses-
ha vahanam to the swamy. In 1907 the temple of
Sri Rama with images of Sita, Lakshmana and
Anjaneya and dhwajasthambham were installed. A
car and Anjaneya vahanam were added. The image
of Lakshmi Devi was installed by Srimathi Mukku
Lachchamma and this temple is to the north of
the Gopalaswamy temple facing south,

Kovvuramma Jatara is celebrated for 4 days
from Telugu New year's day, i.e., Chaitra Swddha

1 Thelmperial Gazetteer of India, vol. XII Clarendan Press; Oxford, 1908), p. 299.



Padyami (March-April). On the night of the first
day a fow! is sacrificed, its blood i1s mixed with
kumbham and taken in a processionin a winnow on
the head of a person. The processis repeated with
goat and he—buffaloe successively on the remain-
ing nights. On the last day a young pig isbur-
ied in the ground upto the head and the deity is

taken in procession over the head of the pig. The
Jocal people congregate.

The Kalyanamahothsavam of Varadagopala-
swamy is celebrated for a day on Vaisakha Suddha
Ekadasi (April-May). The common Hindu fes-
tivals are all observed here with particular devotion
and enthusiasm. Mukkoti Ekadasi on Margasira Sud-
dha Ekadasi (November-December) is a special oc-
casion here. On that day Gopalaswamy on Garuda
Chakraperumallu on Sesha, Sita and Rama or;
Anjaneya, Anjaneya on a chaluvachapparam, Lakshmi
in a palanquin and Choleswaraswamy (installed
by a Chola chakravarthi) on Nandi (bull), are all
taken in procession. Brahmins recite vedas and
all take part in the festival decorating the streets
with festoons of green mango leaves,

A bath in the river Godavari at Kovvur is
always associated with sanctity. The town has a
beautiful bathing ghat where hundreds of people
coming even from distant places, are seen e\?er);
day bathing in the river. The following extract
from the Madras District Gazetteers testifies the
belief of Hindus in this regard.

“Seven traditional mouths i
sacred by Hindus. The holy wa\a;resrcft9 ?{1;: lsGegd?\-s-
vari are said to have been brought from the head
of Siva by the Saint Gautama, and the seven bran
ches by which it is traditionally supposed to hav-
reached the Sea are said to have been made be
seven great rishis. The mouths of these are cony
sidered especially holy, and to bathe in the sea —t
any oneof them is considered an act of great r:—
ligious efficacy. It is customary for the pious
(especially childless persons desirous of offsprin
to make a pilgirimage to each in turn and bauf)
}h‘eret thus performing the sapta-sagara-yatrq :
pilgrimage of the seven confluences.” The Vaingr
teyam isnot one of these traditional mouths bu~
i8 supposed to have been created afterwards b \
riski of that name who stole a part of the Vasisyhta
{21’ the purpose. The traditional seven are xhi
Aas.yapa or ’I:ulya '(the Tulya Bhaga drain), the

tri (the Cprmga river), the Gautami, the Bh;r d
:zr?;, ttlt;ee \\I’lswa‘t‘nitra or Kausika, the Jamada:;n-i
asishta. The Bharadvaja i i
and Jamadagni no longer exist; but liaifgri\:)::atr::tt)i:

1 Madras District Gazetteers— Godavari, Vol.l
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« inthe sca at the spots where they are supposed 40
bhave been o a bath in the river anywhere
along its course has great sanctifying virtuc. 1

SOURCE: Sri Sripada Surya Prakasa Rao, Teacher,
Kovvur.

31. Pasivedala-_Sjtuated on Vijuyuwada—Wa‘l’-lif
section of the Southern Railway at a distanc® (_Jf
2 miles from Kovvur- Gouthama Maharshi did
penance in Gopadakshetram (Kovvur). At that
time the pcople in the area were affected by dro-
ught. Gouthama with his yoga power cultivated
the land every day and was supplying food to all-
Gouthama had the yoga power of separating Ganga
from Eswara. One day Eswara becamc & cow an
Ganapathi a calf and both the cow and the calf
began to destroy the crop. Gouthama beat the coW
with a darbha- The cow suffering from the pain
came running to this village and died here¢ with
the pain. The village thus got the name Pasuve:
dana (pasu means cow and vedana means pain) an
gradually it became Pasivedala.

The total population of the village 18 3',67l
and it is made up of the following communites:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Telagh, Kap
Kamma, Gowda, Vadrangi, Kamsali, Kummar,
Kanchara, Chakali, Mangali. etc SChedule-d
Castes (829)—~ Madiga, Mala; Muslims and Ch'Z
stians.  The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labout and
other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Rama and village deity

9‘?3“,’amma and a church are the places of wor=
ship in the village,

o BSdr'] Veerabrahmamgari Uthsavam is ce]ebratci
N ays f‘rOm Kartika Bahula Ekadasi (chb?r
ovember) in memory of that saint. It 8 beird
;:ielebratcd from many years and is of local sigh”
cance. The devotees, local and from the A¢7
ghbouring villages, congregate.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days fro™
f""si"’a Sut{dha Navami (March-April). Kalyana™
fcslil"l‘:l’a_bh'shekam of Rama are performed.
is of 1 " b?mg‘celebra{ed from many years: aﬂe
Puja ‘ocal significance, Local Hindus pnmmpat(;
allj g ]?rahmin, Prasadam is distributed ¥

- There is free feeding to some extent.

(Madras: 1907) p ¢

- Swamy Pragnanandaswamy, who did penance
for many days in the Himalayas, came down to
Pasuvedala and scttled herc. A festival is being
celebrated in connection with the birth day of the
. Swamy in Kartikam (Octobcr—-Novembcr). He was
a great saint. All .communities take part in
bhajans, the festival and spiritual lectures, which
are the items of celebrations.
Gogulamma Jatara is celebrated during San-
kranti (13th to 14th January). Processions are taken
out. Goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity.

Sri P. Venkanna, Teacher, Pasivedala.

2.  An Enumerator.

3. Sri Veeravalli Solomon, T edacher, Pan-
chayat Samithi Junior Basic School,
Pasivedala.

SOURCE: .

32. Chandravaram, hamlet of Mallavaram—Situ-
ated at a distance of a mile from Chagaltu Rail-
way Station vig Mallavaram.

The population of the village is 3,976 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Kapu, Kamma, Kalali, Chakali, etc.;
Scheduled Castes (972); Scheduled Tribes (18);
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy,
Subrahmanyeswaraswamy, Anjaneyaswamy and of
village deity Ammavaru and a mosque are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Sapthaham is cele-
brated for 7 days during December, once in 2
years. Cocoanuts, fruits. neivedyam and flowers
are offered to the deity. Devotees observe fastin.g
and jagarana during the festival days. The festi-
val is being celebrated for the past 8 years and is
of local significance. About 5 t0 6 hundred Hin-
dus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
visit the temple during those days. Pujari is a
Vaishnava Brahmin. There is free feeding to some
extent.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on ‘Chaitra
Suddha Navami (March—April). Ekaham is cele-
brated in the Kodanda Ramaswamy temple every
year,
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SOURCE : Sri Ch. Gursalam, Teacher, Panchayat

Samithi Elementary School, Chandravaram.

33. Gowripalle, hamlet of Mallavaram—Situated at
a distance of 3 a mile from Chagallu Railway
Station on the Vijayawada- Waltair section of the
Southern Railway. The hamlet is at a distance
of 4 furlongs from the main village Mallavaram.

The population of the village is 3,976 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu, Telu-
kula, Kamsali, Chakali. etc; Scheduled Castes
(972)-Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala; Scheduled Tribes
(18); Muslims and Christians- The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agrical-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

Sri Rama temple and Ramalingeswara (Siva)
temple are the places of worship in the village.
There is village deity Arlamma with no temple.

Sri Ramalingeswara kalyanam is celebrated
fora day on Kartika Bahula Dasami (October—No-
vember). The festival is being celebrated for
the past 30 years and is confined to the village.
Kammas patronise the festival. The local de-
votees congregate.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in Rama
tzmple on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April).

Arlamma Jatara is celebrated for a day once
in 4 or 5 years. The jatara is being celebrated
for the past 50 years. Local people congregate.

SOURCE: Sri Dasika Seshaiah, Teacher, Gowripalle.

34. Madduru—Situated at a distance of 2} miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station and 4} miles
from Kovvur. C

The population of the village is 3,387 and it
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (482); Scheduled Tribes
(4); Muslims and Christians. The chief meansof
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

Lord Subrahmanyaswamy is worshipped in
the village.



Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for a
day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—

December). The Hindus of the village congre-

gatc.

SOURCE : Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Superintendent of Police, West
Godavari.

35. Markondapadu—_Situated at a distance of 1%
miles from Chagallu Railway Station, about 10
miles from Nidadavole by canal and 14 miles
from Kovvur by road. As an image of Markan-
deya was discovered here, the village was known

as Markandeyapuram, which gradually became
Markondapadu.

The total population of the villageis 3,279
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Kalali, Kummari, Golla, Chakali, Mangali, Kam-
sale, etc.; Scheduled Castes (981)—~ Arundhatiya,
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (10)-~Yerukula; Muslims
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
trade and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Markandeswaraswamy and of
the village deities Muthyalamma and Mahalaksh-

mamma and a church are the places of worship
in the village.

Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated in Mar-
kandeswaraswamy temple for 2 days from Marga-
sira Suddha Shashti (November—December), Kaly-
anam of the deity is performed. Offerings are
made in the form of cash and kind. The festival
is being celebrated for the past 15 years and is
confined to this village only. Kammas patronise
the festival. The local Hindus congregate. Pujari
is a Brabmin of Harithasa gotram.

Jatara for the village deities is celebrated for
a day once in 2 or 3 years. Fruits and flowers
are offered and animals are sacrificed. Pujari is

a Kummari with hereditary rights and the patrons
are Kammas.

Arlamma Aradhana is performed for g2 day
every year. Fruits and flowers are offered and
animals are sacrificed.
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SOURCE: [. Sri Y. Suryanarayana, Teacher, Pan-

chayat Samithi Elemeniary School,

Markondapadu.

2. Sri Mahasinabhattu Sayapa Raju, Te
acher, Panchayat Samithi Elementary

School, Markondapadu.
3. Sri S. Bhima Murty, Tecaher, Gowri-
palle. )
4. Sri H.V. Prabhakara Sastri, Teacher’
Panchayat Samithi Elementary Schools
Markondapadu.

36. Singanamuppavaram—Sjjuated at a dista_nce
of 4 miles from Nidadavole on the Eluru—Nida-,
davole bus route and 11 miles from Kovvur.

The population of the village is 644 and 1t 18
made us of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Tclaga, Kamma, Ka:
lali, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (163)
Arundhatiya, etc ; and Scheduled Tribes (4). The
chief means of livelihood of the people are a8f”
culture and agricultural labour.

There is Sri Rama temple in the village; ¥
Nage deity Udugulamma is also there.

Sti Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 d3¥°
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March~April). Lord’s
Kalyanam is performed. The festival is beird
celebrated for the past 50 years. The local Hin”

dus congregate. Prasadam and panakam ar¢ dist-
ributed to all.

Village deity Udugulamma Sevas are perfor”
med every year. '

SOURCE :  Sri Kasivajhala Venkata Subbarayudu, A8*
riculturist, Singanamuppavaram.

3. Brahmanagudem—gityated at a distance of_16
miles from Kovvur by road. There isa haltiné
station on Vijayawada-Waltair section for 'thlﬂ
village by the side of Nidadavole Railway Station,

which is at a distance of 2 miles from here.

The total population of the village i 3’058
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Ka:
mma, Kapu, Telaga, Settibalija, Yadava, Kuruvd

etc.; Scheduled Castes (841)— Adi Andhra,
“Arundhatiya; and Scheduled  Tribes (1)
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temple of Siva with the stone Sivalingam
and of Lord Rama with the stone images of Rama,
Sita, Lakshmana, Bharatha and Satrughna are the
places of worship in the village. The stone .1mage
of the village deity Nagaramma is also worshipped,

Maha Sivaratri is celebrated for 3daysfrom Magha
Bahula Ekadasi to Triodasi (January-—Februar‘y).
On the last day the deity is taken in a procession
to the accompaniment of music. Fruits and flow-
ors are offered. Devotees take oil batt} and obs-
erve fasting and jagaram during the festival. The
festival is being celebrated for the past many years
and is confined to the village. The local Hindus
congreagte.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in Rama.
temple for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami
(March—April). Kalayanam is performed. On the
last day a processionis taken out with music.
Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vaishnava
with hereditary rights.

Kunthidevi Panduga is also celebrated in the
village.
SOURCE: | Sri G. Venkatrao, Teacher, Panchayat
Samithi Elementary School, Brahmana-
gudem.

2. Sri Veernala Thirupanyamdas, Teacher,
Brahmanagudem.

38. Gopavaram.-. Situated at a distance of 3 m_iles
from Nidadavole Railway Station and 10 miles
from Kovvur by road.

The population of the village is 1,248 and it
is made up of the following communities: Cast?
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma, Ka.lah
etc.sScheduled Castes (272); and Scheduled Tribes
(1). The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The temple of Sri Venugopalaswamy, Siva,
Subrahmanyeswaraswamy and village deity Am-
mavaru are the places of worship in the village.
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Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam is celebrat-
ed for a day on Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi (February—~
March). It is being celebrated for the past 62
years and is confined to the village. The temple
cominittee organises the festival, The local Hindus
congregate. Pujari is a Vaishnava of Srivatsasa
gotram.

Sri Subrahmanyaswamy Shashti is celebrated
on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—Decem-
ber).
SOURCE: Sri Kakaraparthi Seetharamaiah, Teacher,
Special Elementary Panchayat School,
Gopavaram.

39, Atlapdu—Situated at a distance of half a
mile from Nidadavole Railway Station and one
mile from the Nidadavole—Polavaram road.

The population of the village is 1,490 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Kapu, Chakali, etc.; Scheduled
Castes (374)-Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (4);
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of
the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

The temples of Siva, Rama, Subrahmanya-
swamy and village deity Nangalamma are the
places of worship in the village.

Every year in Siva temple abhishekam is per-
formed to the Lord on every Monday in the month
of Kartikam (October—November). Local Hin-

dus participate in the festival. Pujaris are
Brahmins,
SOURCE: Sri J. Venkata Ramana, Teacher, Fir.

Assistant, Hindu Aided Elementary Schoo.
Atlapadu.

40. Settipeta — Situated at a distance of 2 mil¢
from Nidadavole Railway Station and 13 mils
from Kovvur. Tallapalem is the hamlet of th
village.

The total population of the village is 3,4!
and it is made up of the following communitie
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Tel
ga, Kapu, Golla, Vadde, Gouda, Kamsale, Chi
kali, Mangali, Jalari, etc.; Scheduled Castes ,(40‘



—Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, cic.; Scheduled
Tribes (17)—Yerukula; Muslims and Christians,
The chief means of livelihood of the pcople arc
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations,

The temples of Sri Rama and Vinayaka are
the places of worship in the village. There arc
village deities Nangalainma, and Mavullamma and
a church in the village.

The image of Mavullamma is a brass pot and
margosa leaves are tied to the top of it and white
and bleck dots are painted on the pot. There
are two temples of the dcity—onc is called
pultili (:02‘,3,’ — parents’ house) and it is a hut
of pajm leaves and the other temple is called
attifiy (®8,8—mother-in-law’s house) and it is
constructed with lime and bricks.

Nangalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
during Sankranti, i. e, on the 13th, 14th and i5th
of January, Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed
to the deity. Bonalu are placed in a winnow on
the head of a person who goes round the temple
and the village. A young pigis buried in the
ground up to the head and cattle and people walk
over the pigon their way to the temple. The
Jatara is of ancient origin and is of local signifi-
cance. The Hindus, local and frow the neigh-
bouring villages, congregate,

Sri Scetha Ramaswamy Kalyanamahothsavam is
celebrated for 35 days from Chaiira Suddha Navami
(March—-April). Cocoanuts, fruits, flowers, betel
leaves with betel nuts and money are offered to
the Lord. The festival is being celcbrated for the
past 50 years and is of local significance. The
temple has about 11 acres of Inam land. The Hin-
dus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate without any distinction of caste and
creed. Pujari is a Vykhanasa of Gowthamasa gor-
ram. Prasadam is distributed to all. There is free
feeding sometimes, This festival is celebrated by
the income got from the lands donated by the
villagers,

A story 1is current about the village deity
here. The actual name of the deity Mavullamma
is Rakuduru Mavulamma. Rakuduruis a village in
West Godavari District. Mavullamma who got her-
self establishhed there was harming the villagers and
cattle. All the villagers prayed to her and performed
seva to her, Through one of the villagers the deity
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asked them o offer w percon every day towards i
food. The vitlagers agreed to that and every day o
person wis going ta the deity as food for her, Th
person was used to be placed in the temple ar
tocked. On the following day when the door w
opened.there were veen only the bones of the perso
One day the turn came to a Gavarla boy. Hehadh
meals as usval. He took a whip with him and wel
to the temple, entered 1t and asked the village
to fock up the door from outside. He was standin
tnthe temple carefully watching. At midnight ¢
devatha appeared i a human form of huge 8i2
before himy and auked him to bow to her feet, By
the boy ward that he did not know how to bos
and requested her 1o demonstrate for him, Th
deity bent down and bowed. As soon as the deif]
bowed, the boy began whipping her terribly, M8
vallamma was not able to open the doors, as ta€
were fastened with enchanted locks. She createl
an opening i the wall and ran away fromt
through @ tunnel. She halted at this place (Tam‘
palem) where there wav then no deity nor a tof!
ple. Ttis belicved that even today the undes
nd tunncl from the temple at Rakuduru to,
place is existing. It is also belicved that she
one of the hundred and one sisters of a Siﬂi“
brother, Pothuraju, established in different psréd
There are two palin trees in the village, which 81
called Pothuraju thaltu (Pothuraju palms), Durish
the annual festivals, worship takes place neaf f”
trees and birds are immolated.

The running away of a deity unable to bw
the whipping of a boy may appear strange put it
15 not without an explanation, As mentioned abo?
ve, she must be onc of the 101 Kshudra De&¥
who have not ot intrinsic spiritual power. 'ﬂ“y?
wicld their influcnce over men only on account ;
the psychological fear complex of the igao LZ;
populace. In fact they have no influence O‘Nf?“;
ple who worship higher powers und chant powe
ful mantrams. When once the boy had the U “@
hand, she had had no choice but to flec from )
She was helpless against the enchanted l°°k‘ "§
fact the temples of these Kshudra Devatas were, é
rendezvous of professional dacoits and bas
These dacoits and bandits had a belief that ‘f,
first blow was hit by the people they attac“n
attempt against the latter would end in s d
for them and were therefore giving up the ' -
in such cases. It was usual with them to ‘m
blow first. It was also the practice by the ¥ %

s

i

~traveller to attack first and escape from subse-

quent blows and loss of property.

The stories current about Mavullamma say
that that deity has inauspicious feet (3§ é‘a‘w)
—chedda padalu)- an;j therefore, the place where-
ver she sets her foot is ruined. When the deity
lived with her parents that family was reduced
to penury, She visits her mother-in-law’s place
only once in 7 years and stays there only for a
week. This is the significance of the celebrations
noted below. The stories do not, however, men~
tion details about the husband of the deity, his
name, etc. There are two temples for her in the
village. The house of the parents is thatched and
*that of the mother-in-law is of stone and lime.
She is taken to the mother—in—law’s house, carry-
ing her image by people walking on wet cloth
spread on the ground, satisfying her desires, ex-
pressed on the way through some one, and then
kept there for a week. [t is said that unless
this festival is celebrated once in seven years, the
peace of the place is disturbed and the village is
reduced to a battle field. This is the experience
of past generation and a record is maintained of
the experiences. The residents of the village,
therefore, celebrate this festival with great pomp
and interest, inviting relatives from distant pla-
ces as if it were a family function.

Mavullamma procession festival is celebrated
for a day on Sankranti, i. e., on Pushyg Suddha
Panchami {December—January).

The brass pots are worshipped as the deity.
The Chakalis keep the pots on their heads and
take them in a procession. They keep garagaluor
brass pots on their heads, cover coloured sarees
over the pots and place a serpent made of brass
over the pots and take them in a procession. Go-
ats, fowls, sheep and he-buffaloes are sacrificed
to the deity. The festival is of local significance.
The local Hindus congregate. Pujaris are either
Chakalis or Yadavas,

Sri Uppuluri Veeranna, Teacher, Talla-
palem.

SOURCE: .

2. Sri Josyula Suryanarayana Murty,
Teacher, Tallapalem.

3. 8ri S. Rajasekhar Rao, Teacher, Set-
tipeta.
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4. Sri G. Venkateswara Rao, Teacher.
Special Panchayat Samithi Higher Ele-
mentary School, Settipeta.

41. Singavaram—Situated at a distance of 2 miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station and about 10
miles from Kovvur,

The population of village is 1,583 and it
consists of the following communties: Caste
Hindus—~—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga, Ka-
lali, Golla, Kamsali, Vadrangi, Chakali, Mangali;
Scheduled Castes (321)—Madiga, Mala; and
Schedujed Tribes (37)~Yerukula. The chief me-
ans of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional oc¢cu-
pations,

Lord Rama temple with the stone images of
Sri Rama, Lakshmana, Sita and Anjaneya and Sri
Venugopalaswamy temple are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for § days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Kal-
yanam and procession are performed. Cocoanuts,
fruits, chalipindi and panakam are offered to the
Lord. The festival is being celebrated from
many years and is confined to this village only.
The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vaish-
nava of Gowtamasa gofram with hereditary rights.
Prasadam is distributed to all. Dramas, bhajans
and Harikathas afford entertainment. On the last
day there is poor—feeding to some extent.

1. Sri M. Bhaskararao, Teacher, Special
Panchayat FElementary School, Sing-
varam.

2. Sri V. K. Peruamallachary, Teacher,
Special Panchayat Elememary School,
Singavaram.

SOURCE

42. Pendyala—Situated at a distance of 8 miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station. Sri Rama is
believed to have had performed here the obsequies
of Jatayu, the eagle king which gave fight to Ra-
vana, when he was abducting Sita from the ash-
ram in the forest during the absence of Rama.
Jatayu was wounded fatally but lived to convey
tidings about Sita to Sri Rama. The cooked rice
offered to the departed souls is called pindam and
therefore the place came to be called Pindala and



—-.-~‘Adi An\dhru, Madiga, Mala, ctc.; Scheduled
Tribes .(17)—-Ycrukula; Muslims and Christians
The chief means of livelihood of the people arc.

agnculturc, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations, "

The temples of Sri Rama and Vinayaka arc
1¥}c places of worship in the village. Ther 'rt
village deities Nangalainma, and Mavulla % and
a church in the village. mma and

The image of Muvullamma is a brass pot and
margosa leaves are tied to the top of it and l‘n(
and binck dots are painted on the pot ¥hllte
are two tcmples of the dcity—one is. callccrg

(8w ,
puttili (RE2 — parents’ house) and it is a hut

of palm leaves and the other temple is called
attiflu (®€,B-—mother-in-law’s house) diti
constructed with lime and bricks e

Nangalamma Jatara is
during Sankranti, i. e., on t::lfstr:telitgoini clia)'s
ijanuar.)" Goats, fowls and shcép are sacri ‘th
to the deity. Bonalu are placed in a wj crificed
the hewd gf a person who goes round ”::now on
and the village. A young pigis buried temple
ground up to the head and cattle and pe lm the
over the pigon their way to the lcP Olp e walk
Jatara is of ancient origin and is of | “jp e. The
cance. The Hindus, local o¢
bouring villages, congregate

al signifi-
and from the neigh-

Sri Seetha Ramaswam ,
celebrated fqr S days frnilxz‘lz;?;m;:;;:savam ls
(March-April). Cocoanuts, fruits, fio @ Navami
leaves with betel nuts and mone’y . wers, betel
the Lord. The festival is being celcb:aen:gi"fed to
past 30 years and is of lgcal signifi or the
temple has about 11 acres of lnam cance, The

dus, loc: land. The Hin-
cgts\grlcoz‘:le ar}dh from the neighbouring viil'l;lm~
g without any distinction of caste(gci;

an

creed. Pujari is a Vyk
ykhanasa of G ,
;:am.' Prasadam is distributed 10 a‘(l)wtpgmas.a gor
eeding sometimes. This festival is' ccleeg:aisc:.rlfe
¢d by

the income got fro
villagers, m the lands donated by the

A story is curre
S nt abou
l.xerc. The actual name of the
is 1
Rakuduru Mawulamma. Rakuduru i i i
West Godavari District. Mavul he Nage in

| lamma wh
zzltf;lest:b‘ixshhec‘i there was harming the vil;)a g:rt o
e. the villagers prayed to her and pc%fo: amcii
me

seva to her. Through one of the villagers the deity

t t.he village deity
deity Mavullamma
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asked them to offer a person every day
person was going to the deity as food for her. Tha!
person was used to be placed in the temple an

locked. On the foltowing day when the doof was
opened, there were seen only the bones of the persos:
Onc day the turn came to a Gavarla boy. He ha
meals as usual. He took a whip with him an
to the temple, entered it and asked the villag®
to lock up the door from outside. He was stanc!

in the temple carefully watching. At midnight * ’
devatha appeared in a human form of huge siz

before him and asked him to bow to her feet put

the boy said that he did not know how 10

Y i hc
and requested her to demonstrate for hlm.dTitY
deity bent down and bowed. As soon as the ¢

jbly. Me*
as they
creatt
m ther®
(Talla-
a tem-
ergfcu.'
to. thi18
she is

bowed, the boy began whipping her terf
vullamma was not able to open the doors,
were fastened with enchanted locks. She
an opening in the wall and ran away fro
through a tunnel. She halted at this place
palem) where there was then no deity nof
ple. It is belicved that even today the und
nd tunncl from the temple at Rakuduru
place is existing. It is also belicved that % e
one of the hundred and one sisters of @ 5‘"ss
brother, Pothuraju, established in different paf‘r;
There are two palm trees in the village, Wh‘Ch?
called Pothuraju rhally (Pothuraju palms). D““ﬁi
the annual festivals, worship takes place near t
trees and birds are immolated.

The running away of a deity unable
the whipping of a boy may appear stran o
is not without an explanation. As mention¢ s
ve, she must be one of the 101 Kshudra Deva
who have not got intrinsic spiritual power: o
wield their influence over men only on acf:ount ot
the psychological fear complex of the ‘Snorao_
populace. In fact they have no influence over pee
ple who worship higher powers and chant PO
ful mantrams. When once the boy had th
hand, she had had no choice but to flec fro™ th

She was helpless against the enchanted lock. **
fact the temples of these Kshudra Devatds weré .the
rendezvous of professional dacoits and bandit®
These dacoits and bandits had a belicf that if th.‘
first blow was hit by the people they attack, thet!
attempt against the latter would end in 2 defe?
for them and were therefore giving UP the attac!
in such cases. It was usual with them 10 give !
blow first. It was also the practice by the war.

towards hsl,
food. The villagers agreed to that and cvery day oné

d went
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traveller to attack first and escape from subse-
quent blows and loss of property.

The stories current about Mavullamma say
that that deity has inauspicious feet (B‘f, o)
—chedda padalu) and therefore, the place where-
ver she sets her foot is ruined. When the deity
lived with her parents that family was reduced
to penury. She yisits her mother-in-law’s place
only once in 7 years and stays there only for a
week. This is the significance of the celebrations
noted below. The stories do not, however, men-
tion details about the husband of the deity, his
name, etc. There are two temples for her in the
village. The house of the parents is thatched and
*that of the mother-in-law is of stone and lime.
She is taken to the mother—in-law’s house, carry-
ing her image by people walking on wet cloth
spread on the ground, satisfying her desires, ex-
pressed on the way through some one, and then
kept there for a weck. It is said that unless
this festival is celebrated once in seven years, th'e
peace of the place is disturbed and the village 1s
reduced to a battle field. This is the experience
of past generation and a record is maintained of
the experiences. The residents of the village,
therefore, celebrate this festival with great pomp
and interest, inviting relatives from distant pla-
ces as if it were a family function.

Mavullamma procession festival is celebrated
for a day on Sankranti, i. e., on Pushya Suddha
Panchami (Dccembcr—-]anuary).

The brass pots are worshipped as the deity.
The Chakalis keep the potson their heads and
take them in a procession. They keep garagalu ot
brass pots on their heads, cover coloured sarees
over the pots and place a serpent made of brass
over the pots and take them in a procession. Go-
ats, fowls, sheep and he-buffaloes are sacrificed
to the deity. The festival is of local significance.
The local Hindus congregate. Pujaris are either
Chakalis or Yadavas.

Sri Uppuluri Veeranna, Teacher, Talla-
palem.

2. Sri Josyula Suryanarayand Murty,
Teacher, Tallapalem.

3. Sri S. Rajasekhar Rao, Teacher, Set-
tipeta.

SOURCE: [.

4. Sri G. Venkateswara Rao, Teacher,
Special Panchayat Samithi Higher Ele-
mentary School, Settipeta.

41, Singavaram—Situated at a distance of 2 miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station and about 10
miles from Kovvur.

The population of village is 1,583 and it
consists of the following communties : Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga, Ka-
lali, Golla, Kamsali, Vadrangi, Chakali, Mangali;
Scheduled Castes (321)—Madiga, Mala; and
Scheduled Tribes (37)=Yerukula. The chief me-
ans of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional occu-
pations.

Lord Rama temple with the stone images of
Sri Rama, Lakshmana, Sita and Anjaneya and Sri
Venugopalaswamy temple are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

_ Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—-April). Kai-
yanam and procession are performed. Cocoanuts,
fruits, chalipindi and panakam are offered to the
Lord. The festival is being celebrated from
many years and is confined to this village only.
The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vaish-
nava of Gowtamasa gotram with hereditary rights.
Prasadam is distributed to all.  Dramas, bhajans
and Harikathas afford entertainment. On the last
day there is poor—feeding to some extent.

1. Sri M. Bhaskararao, Teacher, Special
Panchayat Elementary School, Sing-
varam.

2.8r V. K Peruamallachary, Teacher,
Special Panchayat Elementary School,
Singavaram.

SQURCE :

42. Pendyala—Situated at a distance of 8 miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station. Sri Rama is
believed to have had performed here the obsequies
of Jatayu, the eagle king which gave fight to Ra-
vana, when he was abducting Sita from the ash-
ram in the forest during the absence of Rama.
Jatayu was wounded fatally but lived to convey
tidings about Sita to Sri Rama. The cooked rice
offered to the departed souls is called pindam and
therefore the place came to be called Pindala and



gradually it becume Pendyala. There is unother
belief that sage Pandya did penance here and
hence it is called Pendyala. The river Vasishta,
a branch of Godavari, flows beside the village.

The population of the village is 2,254 and it
1s made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kapu, Kalali,
Palle, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(225)~Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (12)-Bagata,
Yerukula; and Christians. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

The temple of Sri Sakaleswaraswamy (Siva)
and Sri Rama are the places of worship in the
village. There are the village deities Chintala-
mma and Adi Laxmamma in the village.

Sri Sakaleswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebra-
ted for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Am-
avasya (January-February). Neivedyam is offered.

The festival is of local significance and the local
Hindus congregate,

Jatara for the village deities is celebrated for
2 or 3 days during Sankranthi i.e., January 14th.
Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villages,

congregate. A fair is held with eatables, fruits,
etc. ’

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for § days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in
Rama temple.

SOURCE: [I. Sri B. Ramachandrudu; Teacher, Pan-

chayat Samithi Elementary School,
Pendyala.

Sri Pendyala Somasundaram, Teacher,

2.
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I
panchayat Samithi Elementary Scho%%
Pendyala.

43. Korupalle__gSjtyated at a distance of 6 mﬂlzz
from Nidadavole Railway Station and 16. ml o
from Kovvur. River Godavari is ata distan
of onc mile from this village.

The population of the village is }',]09 ag:;::
is made up of the following communities: Ka-
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Te‘aga’243)—
pu, Velama, Kalali, etc; Scheduled Castes ( cans
Arundhatiya; and Christians. The 'Ch’ef man
of livelihood of the pecople are agricultur®
agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Submhmanyas‘fvamy ‘:l;tll:
the image in the form of a serpent, Siva t:mrch
and the village deity Korupallemma and a €
are the places of worship in the village.

. d
Sri Subrahmanyaswamy festival 1 cclcbrgg_
for a day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (Novem
December). Fruits and flowers are offered. ears
festival is being celebrated for the pust 15 ');‘dus
and is confined to the village. The local Hi

, . Bra-
congregate. The patrons and pujaris ar¢ the
hmins,

‘o ce-

The village deity Korupallemma Jatard lso:ts
lebrated for 2 days once in three years: ificed
and he-buffaloes are sacrificed. The sacrl"c
blood is mixed with cooked rice and scatters
the village. The Jatara is being Ce]eb.ratc-‘ilage-
the past 20 years and is confined to this V!
Local Hindus congregate.

er
SOURCB: ], Kumari G.S.S. Mariamma, Teacher
Korupalle.
2. An Enumerator.
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TADEPALLIGUDEM TALUK

arellamudi—Situated at a distance of 11 miles
ﬂﬁfrom the Chebrole Railway Station on the
Vijayawada~Waltair section of t'he Southern Rail-
way and 15 miles from Tadepalligudem.

The population of the village is _6?0 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—-Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Vadla, Gouda,
Chakali, Yadava, ctc.; Scheduled Castes (155)—
Adi Andhra, and Muslims. The chief means gf
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

The temples of Sri Rama, village dgity Soma-
lamma and tutelary deity Ganga Devi are the
places of worship in the village.

Somalamma and Ganga Devi Jatara is cele-
srated for a day once in 3 years or 5 years acco-

-ding to the convenience of the villagers. Coco-
inuts, and eatables are offered. Fowls are
acrificed. The patrons of Somalamma are

‘he villagers and of Ganga Devi are the.Telaga.s-
_ocal Hindus of all communities participate in
he Jatara

Sri A. V. Subba Rao, Karanam, Marella-
mudi.

OURCE:

. Nallajarla_—Situated on the Madras—Calcutta
Jational High way at a distance of 11 miles from
hebrole Railway station and 13 miles from Tade-
alligudem.

The total population of the village is §,936
nd it is made up of the following communities:
‘aste Hindus—Brahmin, Telaga, Kamma, Mutra-
ha, Chakali, Mangali, Kamsali, etc.; and Schedu-
:d Castes (1,412)— Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya etc.
he chief means of livelihood of the people a:fe
griculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
ional occupations.

The temples of Sri Venugopalaswamy, with
1e image in human form with a flute at the
youth, and of Lakshminarayanaswamy are the

places of worship in the village. Sri Lakshminara-
yana is represented by an image in human form
in a reclining posture with a lotus sprouting from
the umbilicus and with Lord Brahma sitting on it.
Village deity Ammavaru is also there in the village.

Sri Lakshminarayanaswamy Kalyanamahoth-
savam is celebrated for 5 days from Magha Suddha
Ekadasi (January—February). This festival is being
celebrated for the past 16 years and is of local
significance. The local Hindus of all communities
congregate. Lectures, Harikathas, bhajans and nama-

sankeerthanas are held. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
for a day on Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi (March~April).
This festival is being celebrated from many years,
The local Hindus of all communities congregate.
Pujari is a Vaikhanasa Brahmin with hereditary
rights. Teertham and Prasadam are distributed to
all.

Village deity Jatara is celebrated once in 4
or 5 years according to the convenience of the
villagers. Fowls are sacrificed.

SOURCE:  Sri B. Jogi Raju, Karanam, NaIIajaria.

3. Ananthapalle—Situated on the Madras—Calcutta
National High way at a distance of 16 miles from
Tadepalligudem and 30 miles from Eluru.

The total population of the village is 5,547
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmip, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Turupukapu etc.; Scheduled Castes (976); and
Scheduled Tribes (42). The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour, trade and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Subrahmanyaswamy, Vegilin-
geswaraswamy, Madana Gopalaswamy, and village
deity Dandu Ganga Bhavani are the places of wor-
ship in the village.
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Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for a
day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—De-
cember). Cocoanuts are offercd. Devotees take oil
bath and observe fasting and jagarana. There is a
Board of Trustees for temples and the festivals
are conducted by them. Prasadam is distributd to
all.

Sri Madana Gopalaswamy Kalyanam i5 cele-
brated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasito
Purnima (April-May). This festival is of ancient
origin and is of local significance. The local Hin-
dus congregate,

Dandu Ganga Bhavani seva is performed for
2 days from the day following Sankranthi i.c. (Ja-
nuary 15th). Cocoanuts are offered.

Sivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chaturdasi (January—February) in Vegilin-
geswaraswamy temple. Devotees take oil bath and
observe fasting, and jagarana. During the festival
days the devotees take bath in Yerrakalva, a local
stream of perennial flow.

SOURCRE: Sri M. Venkata Seetharama Rao, Kara-
nam, Ananthapalle.

4. Kondruprole—Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from Tadepalligudem Railway Station on the Vi-

jayawada—Waltair section of the Southern Rail-
way.

The population of the village 1s 1,600 and it
is made up of several sub—communities of Caste
Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (243). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,

agricultural labour and other traditional occupa-
tions.

The temples of Rama, Siva and of village dei-
ty Veeramma are the places of worship in the
village.

Veeramma festival is celebrated for 5 days
from Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January—February).
Fruits are offered. Devotees observe fasting and
jagarana. Yadavas are the chief patrons. Hindu
devotees of all communities participate. During
the festival days, some Yadavas narrate the life
stories of Veeramma and the miracles performed
by her. Pujari is a Yadava with hereditary rights.

In the Sivalayam,during Asviyuja Suddha Da-

sami (September—October), a festival is celet .
ted for Sri Veereswaraswami.

SOURCE: Sri Samayamantri Satyanarayana Murty,
Karanam, Kondruprole.

8, Madhavaram—Situated on the Eluru—~Bhima-
varam bus route at a distance of § miles from
Nawabpalem Railway Station on the Vij:\yawa‘di\-
Waltair section of Southern Railway, 12 miles
from Tadepalligudem town and 40 miles from
Eluru city. There are bus communicattons f.rom
this village to Eluru, Bhimavaram, Tadepalligu-
dem etc.

The population of the village is 4,746 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Sale, Vaisya, Telaga, Kumma-
ri, Telukula, Vadde, Chakali; Mangali, Kamsali,
Kalali etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,360)—Adi Andh-
ra, Scheduled Tribes (42)~Yerukula; and Mus-
lims. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

The temples of Ramalingeswaraswamy, Subrah-
manyeswaraswamy, Anjaneyaswamy, Sti Rama.an‘d
Kanchi Kamakshamma are the places of worship 11
the village. There is a temple to the saint Veera-

brahmam and also a temple for the village deity
Poleramma-

Poleramma festival is celebrated for 3 days
from Chaitra Suddha Paydami (March—APf“)- A
procession is taken out. Fowls and sheep are
sacrificed on the first day. People offer fruits
etc. in fulfilment of vows.  This festival is be-
ing celebrated for the past two generations and
is of local significance. About 400 Hindus, Jocal
and from the nearby villages, congregate.

A fair is held near the temple for 3 days in
connection with the festival. Eatables, toys, cO¢03~
nuts, etc. are brought and sold. Dramas, Harika-

thas, puppet shows and lotterics afford entertain”
ment to the visitors.

Sri Ramalingeswara festival is celebrated _fO"
5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April):
Devinavarathrulu are celebrated for 9 days from
Asviyuja  Suddha Padyami (September-OctobC")'
Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 5 day$

from Margasira Suddha Shashti (Novcmber‘De‘
cember),

- A fair is held in this connection near the
temple. About 400 Hindus, local and from the
nearby villages congregate. Eatables, cocoanuts,
fancy goods, mirrors, combs, and toys etc., are

, sold.

In the entire Pushyam (December-January) in
Rama temple, every day pujas and processions are
pesformed.

SOURCE : Sri Samayamanthri Venkata Sivaramaliah,
Karanam, Madhavaram.

6. Jagannadhapuram—Situated at a distance of
% miles from the Nawabpalem Railway Station on
Waltair-Vijayawada section and about 6 miles
from Tadepalligudem.

The total population of the village is 5,078
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Golla, XKamsali, Xalali, Sale, Senapathulu,
Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,042)
and Scheduled Tribes (65)—--Yenadis etc. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-

culture, agricultural labour, and other traditional
occupations.

Sri Malleswaraswamy and village deity Muth-
yalamma are worshipped in the village.

Sri Malleswaraswamy Kalyanamahothsavam
is celebrated for 1 day on Chaitra Suddha Padyami
(March-April). The local Hindus of all com-
munities congregate.

Muthyalamma festival is celebrated in the
month of January.

SOURCE: Sri Pasala Rama Rao, Village Munsiff,
Jagannadhapuram.

7. Kasipadu—Situated at a distance of 7 miles
from Tadepalligudem.

) The population of the village is 2,030 and it
1s made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus— Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Chakali,
etc.; Scheduled Castes (302)-Mala, etc.; Schedu-
led Tribes (74); and Christians. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultural labour and other traditional occupations.
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The temples of Siva, Rama and a Church are
the places of worship in the village. There is
village deity Kasamma with no temple.

Kasamma Jatara is celebrated for a day dur-
ing December. Offerings and sacrifices are made
in fulfilment of vows. This Jatara is of local
significance. The Hindus of the village congre
gate. A Chakali is the pujari.

SOURCEB: Sri T. Somaiah, Karanam, Kasipadu

8. Mudunuru— Sjtyated at a distance of about
2 miles from the Tadepalligudem~Bhimavaram

bus route and 4 miles from the Tadepalligudem
Railway Station.

The population of the village is 1,508 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Telaga, Velama, Kamsali etc.;
Scheduled Castes (213): and Scheduled Tribes
(3). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Rama, Anjaneyaswamy

and of the village deity Gubbalamma are the pla-
ces of worship in the village.

Gubbalamma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days
from the day following Sankranti (January 15th).
Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers are offered to the
deity in fulfilment of vows. Naivedyam is offered
to the deity in every devotee’s house. This Jatara
is of ancient origin and is confined to this village.
only. Festival is held under the supervision of
the Trustees appointed by the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments Department. The
local Hindus congregate. Pyjari is a Kummari.

SOURCE: Sri Lingam Chandrasekharam Karanam,
Mudunuru.

9. Pentapadu Agraharam—Situated at a distance
of 2 miles from Tadepalligudem,

The total population of the village is 8,839
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus, Scheduled Castes (879); and Sche-
duled Tribes (39). The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
services, factory labour and other traditional
occupations.



Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for a
day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November-—Dg-
cember). Cocoanuts are offered. Devotees take oil
bath and observe fasting and jagarana. There is a
Board of Trustees for temples and the festivals
are conducted by them. Prasadam is distributd to
all.

Sri Madana Gopalaswamy Kalyanam is cele-
brated for S days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasito
Purnima (April-May). This festival is of ancient
origin and is of local significance. The local Hin-
dus congregate.

Dandu Ganga Bhavani seva is performed for
2 days from the day following Sankranthi i.c. (Ja-
nuary 15th). Cocoanuts are offered.

Sivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chaturdasi (January—February) in Vegilin-
geswaraswamy temple. Devotees take oil bath and
observe fasting, and jagarana. During the festival
days the devotees take bath in Yerrakalva, a local
stream of perennial flow,

SOURCE: Sri M. Venkata Seetharama Rao, Kara-
nam, Ananthapalle.

4. Kondruprole—Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from Tadepalligudem Railway Station on the Vi-

jayawada—Waltair section of the Southern Rail-
way.

The population of the village is 1,600 and it
is made up of several sub—communities of Caste
Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (243). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,

agricultural labour and other traditional occupa-
tions.

The temples of Rama, Siva and of village dei-

ty Veeramma are the places of worship in the
village.

Veeramma festival is celebrated for 5 days
from Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January—February).
Fruits are offered. Devotees observe fasting and
jagarana. Yadavas are the chief patrons. Hindu
devotees of all communities participate. During
the festival days, some Yadavas narrate the life
stories of Veeramma and the miracles performed
by her. Pujari is a Yadava with hereditary rights.

In the Sivalayam,during Asvivuja Suddha Da-
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sami (September—October), a festival is cclebra-
ted for Sri Veereswaraswami.

SOURCE : Sri Samayamantri Satyangrayana Murty,
Karanam, Kondruprole.

8. Madhavaram— Situated on the Eluru.—‘Bhlma:
varam bus routc at a distance of 5 miles f’g:
Nawabpalem Railway Station on the Vuayawa.l‘es-
Waltair section of Southern Railway, !2 r?‘om
from Tadcpalligudem town and 4{0 xjmles from
Eluru city. There are bus communications ll? .
this village to Eluru, Bhimavaram, Tadepallig
dem etc.

The population of the village is 4,746 aé‘dst’:
is made up of the following communitics: a o
Hindus—-Brahmin, Sale, Vaisya, Telaga, Kumml'
ri, Telukvla, Vadde, Chakali; Mangali, I(.amsa(.ﬂl‘,_
Kalali etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,360)—Adl A&us_
ra, Scheduled Tribes (42)-Yerukula; and -
lims. The chief means of livelihood of the Pcoger
are agriculture, agricultural labour and ot
traditional occupations.

The temples of Ramalingeswaraswamy, Subra:'
manyeswaraswamy, Anjanecyaswamy, Sn Rama.a in
Kanchi Kamakshamma are the places of yvorstnpra-
the village. There is a temple to the saint vzeity
brahmam and also a temple for the village ¢
Poleramma.

Poleramma festival is celebrated for'3 days
from Chaitra Suddha Paydami (MarCh—Apnl)' are
procession is taken out. Fowls and Shce;} uits
sacrificed on the first day. People o.ffer. rbc-
etc. in fulfilment of vows.  This fesuva.l is A
ing celebrated for the past two ge“efat'onslacal
is of local significance. About 400 Hindus, o
and from the nearby villages, congregate.

A fair is held near the temple for 3 dayso:
connection with the festival. Eatables, toys, coc‘ka.
nuts, etc. are brought and sold. Dramas, Hﬂ:;m_
thas, puppet shows and lotterics afford entef
ment to the visitors.

Sri Ramalingeswara festival is celcbratedrfgr.
5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami (MarCh-Apfrom
Devinavarathrulu are celebrated for 9 days ber).
Asviyuja Suddha Padyami (September-Octo P
Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 5

R -De-
from Margasira Suddha Shashti (November
cember),

. A fair is held in this connection near the
‘temple.  About 400 Hindus, local and from the
nearby villages congregate. [Eatables, cocoanuts,
fancy goods, mirrors, combs, and toys etc., are
. sold.

In the entire Pushyam (December-Januvary) in

Rama temple, every day pujas and processions are
N\ pesformed.

SOURCE : Sri Samayamanthri Venkata Sivaramalah,
Karanam, Madhavaram.

6. Jagannadhapuram—Situated at a distance of
Z miles from the Nawabpalem Railway Station on
Waltair-Vijayawada section and about 6 miles
from Tadepalligudem.

The total population of the village is 5,078
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma,
Golla, XKamsali, Kalali, Sale, Senapathulu,
Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,042)
and Scheduled Tribes (65)—Yenadis etc. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-

culture, agricultural labour, and other traditional
occupations.

Sri Malleswaraswamy and village deity Muth-
yalamma are worshipped in the village.

Sri Malleswaraswamy Kalyanamahothsavam
is celebrated for 1 day on Chaitra Suddha Padyami
(March-April). The local Hindus of all com-
munities congregate.

Muthyalamma festival is celebrated in the
month of January.

SOURCE: Sri Pasala Rama Rao, Village Munsiff,

Jagannadhapuram.

7. Kasipadu—Sjtuated at a distance of 7 miles
from Tadepalligudem.

The population of the village is 2,030 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus— Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Chakali,
ctc.; Scheduled Castes (302)-Mala, etc.; Schedu-
led Tribes (74); and Christians. The chief means
ol livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultura labour and other traditional occupations.
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The temples of Siva, Rama and a Church are
the places of worship in the village. There is
village deity Kasamma with no temple.

Kasamma Jatara is celebrated for a day dur-
ing December. Offerings and sacrifices are made
in fulfilment of vows. This Jatara is of local
significance. The Hindus of the village congre
gate. A Chakali is the pujari.

SOURCE: Sri T. Somalah, Karanam, Kasipadu

8. Mudunuru— Situated at a distance of about
2 miles from the Tadepalligudem~Bhimavaram

bus route and 4 miles from the Tadepalligudem
Railway Station.

The population of the village is 1,508 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Telaga, Velama, Kamsali etc.;
Scheduled Castes (213): and Scheduled Tribes
(3). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Rama, Anjaneyaswamy
and of the village deity Gubbalamma are the pla-
ces of worship in the village,

Gubbalamma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days
from the day following Sankranti (January 15th).
Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers are offered to the
deity in fulfilment of vows. Naivedyam is offered
to the deity in every devotee’s house. This Jatara
is of ancient origin and is confined to this village.
only. Festival is held under the supervision of
the Trustees appointed by the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments Department. The
local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Kummari.

SOURCE: Sri Lingam Chandrasekharam Karanam,

Mudunuru.

9. Pentapadu Agraharam—Situated at a distance
of 2 miles from Tadepalligudem.

The total population of the village is 8,839
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus, Scheduled Castes (879); and Sche-
duled Tribes (39). The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
services, factory labour and other traditional-
occupations.



Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy temple with the
image in the form of stone Sivalingam is the place
of worship in the village.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celeb-
rated for 3 days in Magham (January-February).
About 8,000 Hindus, local and from neighbouring
villages congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished

by the District Health Officer, West Goda-
vari District.

Kasba Pentapadu—popularly known as Bairagi
Pentapadu. This village is situated at a distance
of 4 miles from Tadepalligudem.

Upto about 2 decades back bairagis or san-
yasis were staying in the mutt here in good num-
bers and the village was therefore called Bairagi
Pendapdu. Pentapadu Agraharam is adjoining to
this main village, Government offices and the
weekly market were said to be at Pentapadu Ag-
raharam about 200 ycars ago. Tadepalligudem
came into prominence comparatively recently
owing to the location of the railway station, and
shifting of the taluk headquarters to it, whercas
Bairagi Pentapadu has been known for the last
few centuries. It was the centre of some officials
during the East India Company regime, the Nij-
zam’s rule and the Zamindari administration.
The village stood on the main way between Kasj
and Rameswaram. About 350 years back a resident
of the place used to be of help to piligrims going
to Banares and Rameswaram passing through th{s
village. On account of this hospitality Bairagi
Petapadu became a stage of halt for the pilgrims.

The total population of the village is 2,385
and it is made up of several sub-communitic; of
Caste Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (592). The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
cultural labour and other traditional occupations

The t'emplcs of Anjaneya, Venugopalaswamy
Dwarakatirumala Venkateswaraswamy and a mm;
are the places of worship in the village.

A mutt was constructed in 1559 A D
D.b
Mahant Lakshmandas Bavaji.  The Ve)ll'ltr:::

Zamindars patronised the murt and for about eight
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generations the Mahants continued to \
the mutt and carned landed property for itin
Kakarlamudi, Dontavaram, Pippara, Yanapalle
and Sitaramapuram villages,  Till two centuries
back, the mutt was a rendezvous of idle bairagis,
who have been slowly harnessed to useful avoca=
tions and some of them have now their own lands
and houses. A visitor first sces the cement figure
of a cow outside the temple. 1t is said that about
30 years back a cow went round the murt for 18
days and dicd. On cntering the temple a figure
of Saraswathi, the presiding deity of learnings 18
seenon the wall, indicating that the mutt must
have been at some period a gurukulam or centre
of learning.

regular annual festival. The Mahanths who

managed the murr, reformed the bairagis and
they commenced cultivation of lands. The Lam=
badies too flourished under the guidance of the

Mahanths and gifted cows and calves to the mutt.
The mutt became both a granary and a gorakshana-
sala. After the days of the Mahanth Sivadas
Bavaji one of his descendents began giving talis-
man for issucless women to beget santhanam
(children).  This earncd the Lord the title

‘Santhana’ Gopalaswamy and large funds accrued
to the temple.  When a baby was born, it was
considered to have been by the grace of Santhan?
Venugopalaswamy and it belonged to Him. There~
fore the parents had to surrender the baby to tB¢
Lord and purchase it in an auction. The par‘."nts
were, however, the final bidders in the auction-
The income to the murt increased and the mu”
flourished. The management was looked after by the

the hereditary Mahanths, and it has now been
taken over by the H. R. & C. E. (Dept ) of the A.P.
Government. The last Mahanth Ramachandra Das
not only brought down the reputation of the mutt
but also created difficult problems for the Gover™
ment by alienating the temple lands for 98 years
which practically means perpetual lease. There
is the temple of Anjaneya and thatof Lord Venu®
gopalaswamy who is called Santhana Gopala-
swamy. Several obscenc figures are seen O the
walls and towers of the Venugopalaswamy temple-
One explanation for these is that they are kept as
a protection against the evil eye damaging the
structure as is done in green fields.

SOURCE : weekly

Article from Andhra Prabha
dated 30-10~1963.

improve -

There is the image of Lord Venugo™
palaswamy in the mun. There is nothing like a

10. Padamara Vipparru—Situated at a distance of
4 miles from Pentapadu on Bhimavaram-Tade-
palligudem bus route and 7 miles from the Tade-
palligudem Railway Station on the Vijayawada-
Waltair scction of the Southern Railway. As
Viprulu (Brahmins) were in majority for about 50
years in the past in this village, it was called
Viprapuri (village of Brahmins). It has now
agquired the name Vipparru in usage. Th.ere
used to be nithya veda parayanam i-c. daily recita-
tion of the Vedas.

Even to-day it is a custom that the students,
who are interested in learning Vedas, come to the
Pandits and during that period, they take meals

~ one day in one house and another day in another

house by turns. The boys thus prosecute the Vedic
studies and after completing their course they
return to their native places.

The total population of the village is 1_4,926
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Vaishnava,
Kshatria, Telaga, Kapu, Kummari, Kalinga Ve-
lama, Vadde, Settibalija, Yadava, Kuruva, Vad-
rangi, Chakali, Mangali, Uppari etc.; Scheduled
Castes (350); Scheduled Tribes (11); Muslims and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and
other traditional occupations.

The tcmples of Rajeswarawamy, Janardana-
swamy, Seetha Rama Swamy and Adi Kesavaswamy
aud a sacred abode for the deity Subrahmany-
eswaraswamy are the places of worship in the vill-
age. Besides the village deity Mahankali Mahala-
kshmamma, there is also a church.

Rajeswaraswamy temple and Janardgna-
swamy temple in this village are very ancient,
built probably during the time of King Raja Raja-
narendra of the Eastern Chalukyas of Rajahmund-
ry. There are some inscriptions on the stone
pillars in the Rajeswaraswamy temple mandapam,
which are not, however, deciphered so far. The
cult of Saivism had been in prominence; and
there were constructed Siva and Vaishnava temp-
les. Some of the Veerasaiva rituals are percep-
tible even to day in the local celebrations. When
these temples were in a poor condition, Sri Raja
Narasimha Apparao, Zamindar of Sanivarapupeta
Estate, took care of them and allotted 30 acres of
land to Rajeswaraswamy and 18 acres of land to
Janardanaswamy temples as Inam lands to meet

T

the expenses on daily lighting and pujas. Lately
in this village another two Vaishnava temples
arose. They are of Sri Adikesavaswamy and Sri
Seetha Ramaswamy. There is also the temple for
the village deity Mahankali Mahalakshmamma-.
Sri  Narasimha Apparao constructed a thamara
kolanu (lotus lake) in an area of 20 acres of land
in the village. . He allotted some Inam lands to
the village deity temple also.

Mahankali Mahalakshmamma Jatara is celeb-

rated for 5 days from Phalguna Bahula Chaturdasi
(February—March).

The Jatara is of ancient origin and is of local
significance. Temple trustees manage the jatara
Fruits and flowers are offered. About 1,000
people of all ‘communities, local and from the

‘neighbouring villages, congregate.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days
near the temple. Eatables, utensils, lanterns,
torchlights, mirrors, combs, books, pictures and
photos of gods and leaders, clothes, bamboo arti-
cles, toys, etc. are brought and sold.

Dramas, circus, merry-go-rounds, lotteries,
magic etc. afford entertainment to the visitors.

Sri Subrahmanyashashti is celebrated for 5
days from Margasira Suddha Panchami to Navami
(November—December). Fruits and flowers are
offered.

This festival is being celebrated for the past
8 years and is of local significance. The temple
trustees who are appointed by the Government
manage the festival. About 1,000 people, local
and from the neighbouring villages, congregate
without any distinction of caste or creed.

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days
near the deity. Eatables, utenils, lanterns, torch-
lights, mirrors, combs, books, pictures and pho-
tos, clothes, bamboo utensils and toys etc., are
brought and sold.

Dramas, circus, merry-go-rounds, lotteries,
magic etc. afford entertainment to the visitors.

Sri Rajeswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 5 days from Phalguna Bahula Navami to Trio-
dasi (February— -March). Sri Janardanaswamy
Kalyanam is celebrated for 5 days from Maga
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February). About 6,000 Hindu devotees, local
and from the neighbouring villages, congregate,
without any distinction of caste or creed.

Statement of Fairs and Festivals furni shed
by the Superintendent of Police, West Go-
davari District.

13.  Kakaramilli—Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from the Undi Railway Station on Nidadavole-
Narsapur Section of the Southern Railway.

The population Of the village is 656 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus— Brahmin, Telaga, Koppu Velama, Cha-
kali etc.; Scheduled Castes (57)-Adi Andhra etc;
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour. :

The temples of Lord Siva, Rama and vill-
age deity Mutyalamma and a church arc the
places of worship in the village.

Mutyalamma festival is celebrated for 2 days
from Sankranti day i. e, January 14th. Cocoanuts
are offered and fowls are sacrificed in fulfilment
of vows. This festival is of ancient origin and is
of local significance. The residents of the village
of all communities congregate.

Sri P. Venkata Rama Subbaiah, Karnam,
Kakaramilli

SOURCE :

14. Ganapavaram— Sjtuated at a distance of
about 12 miles from Chebrole and also from Ta-
depalligudem Railway Stations on the Vijayawada—
Waltair Section of the Southern Railway. The
bus routes which pass through the village are
Tadepalligudem~ Bhimavaram, Chebrole— Bhima-
varam and Eluru—Narsapur via Ganapavaram.
There is launch service from Ganapavaram to
Akiveedu in Bheemavaram Taluk.

As this village is believed to have been
ruled by King Ganapathy Deva of Kakatheeya dy-
nasty, it has come to be known as Ganapavaram.

The total population of the village is 7,156
and it is made up of the following communities :
Caste Hindus— Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kapu,
Velama, Chakali, Sale, Mangali, Settibalija, Ya-
dava, Kuruva, Kamsali, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(700); Scheduled Tribes (14); and Christians. The
chicf means of livelihood of the people are agri-
cuiture, agricultural labour, factory labour,
trade, and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Sri Rama, Suvarneswara-
swamy, Anjancyaswamy Siva and of village deity
Maremma with her awe-inspiring tmage, arve the
places of worship in the village.

Maremma festival is celebrated for 5 days in
the last week of February. [t is said that Mare-
mma belongs to the family of Gajula Ganganna,
His family, therefore, goes round the village in
procession with vadibiyyamu. Cocoanuts and

fruits are offered and fowls and sheep are sacrifi-
ced to the deity in fulfilment of vows. The devo-
tees in thier houses offer naivedyam to the deity
and arrange some feasts also. This festival is
being celebrated for the past 200 years and is of
local significance. Ganganna family patronises
the festival. About 2,000 Hindus, local and from
the neighbouring villages, congregate, without any
distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brah-
min. Prasadam is distributed 1o all.

A fair is held in connection with this festi-
val near the temple. Eatables, utensils, lanterus,
torchlights, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos,
mill cloth, handloom cloth, agricultural imple-
ments, fowls and goats etc. are sold. -

Dramas, Harikathas, dances, merry-go-rounds
burrakathas, circus, gambling and musical concer-
ts etc. afford entertainment to the visitors.
There are choultries and free feeding is also

there to some extent.

[. Sri Gajula Ganganna, Village Munsiff,
Ganapavaram.

SOURCE :

2. Sri Chimtalapati Gandhiraju, Watch—

dealer, Ganapavaram.



15. Valluru— Situated on the Tadepalligudem—
Bhimavaram bus route at a distance of 9% miles
from Tadepalligudem Railway Station on Vijaya-
wada-Waltair Section of the Southern Rail-
way.

The population of the village is 1,401 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—- Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Telaga,
Padmanayaka, Velama, Koppu Velama, Chakali;
Scheduled Castes (207) and Scheduled Tribes (4).
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva, and Goddess
Bala Tripurasundari are the places of worship in

the village. There is village deity Kotlamma
in the village.

Sri Kapileswaraswamy (Siva) festival takes
place for 1 day on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (Ja-
nuary~February). This festival is being held for
the past 15 years and is of locul significance,
The residents of the village of all communities
congregate.

Kotlamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
once in 2 yearson January l4th. Fowls, sheep
and goats are sacrificed.- Intoxicating drinks are
used during Jatara. Itis of local significance.

The local people congregate. The pujaris are
Chakalis,

Devi Navarathrothsavams are celebrated for
10 days in Bala Tripurasundari temple from Asvi-
yuja Suddha Padyami (September—October).

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in Rama
temple.

SOURCE: Sri Mallareddy Rama Murthy, Agricultur-

ist, Valluru.

16. Pippara—Situated on the Tadepalligudem~
Bhimavaram bus route and at a distance of 7
miles from the Tadepalligudem Railway Station
on Vijayawada—Waltair Section of the Southern

Railway. Fom_lcrly in this village there was a
fortress of Zamindars,
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The total population of the village 13 ?’747
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus-—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria ©tc-
and Scheduled Castes (1,074).  The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 880

cultural labour and other traditional occupa-
tions.

The temples of Vishnu, Siva and of the Vil

lage deity Mahalakshmamma are the places of

worship in the village.

Mahalakshmamma Teertham is cclebr“w.d
for 3 days in March. Fowls are sucriﬁccd. "
fulfilment of vows. This festival is of old origil
and is of local significance. This temple has some
Inam lands. The devotees, local and from the
neighbouring villages, congregate, without any
distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is & Kapu
with hereditary rights.

SOURCE :  Village ‘Munsiff, Pippara.

1.7' Muggulla—Sityated at a distance of 3 2 mile
from the Tadepalligudem—Bhimavaram bus route

and 10 miles from the Tadepalligudem Railway
Station.

The population of the village is 893 and it 18
made up of the following communities: Cast
Hindus—Brahmin, Telaga, Scttibalija, €t¢. and
Scheduled Castes (97). The chief means of live-

lihood of the people are agriculture and agricul
tural labour.

Sri Rama temple with the images of Sita,
Rama, Lakshmana and Anjaneyaswamy and of vil-

lage deity Muggullamma are the places of WoT~
ship in the village.

Muggullamma Jatara is celebrated for a day
on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April). AR
mals and fowls are sacrificed. Cocoanuts and
flowers are offered in fulfilment of vows. ~Devo-
tees observe jagarana during the night of festival-

This festival is of old origin and is of. 100*‘:.
significance. Hindus congregate irrespective ©

caste or creed. The patrons are Settibalijas and
Telagas.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on

ﬁ Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Cocoa-

nuts and flowers are offered.

Ssa
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SOURCE :

g
)
)

=

Sri  S.T.P.V.L. Narasimhacharyulu,
Director of the New Tadepalligudem Land
Mortgage Bank, Muggulla.
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tees take river bath and observe jugarana on
Bhishma Ekadasi also.

SOURCE: Sri Penmethsa Subba Raju, Teacher, Ve-

livenu.

3. Kanuru Agraharam—Sjtuated on the buank of
Vasista Godavari at a distance of 8 miles from

the Nidadavole Railway Station and also fromt -

Tanuku.

The population of the village is 1,724 and it
is made up of several sub—communities of Custe
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (288); Scheduled Tri-
bes (4); and Christians. The chief means of liveli-

hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Ramalingeswaraswamy, Ra-
ma, Subrahmanyeswaraswamy and village deity
Talamma, and a church are the places of worship
in the village. To the south of the village there is
a mango tree, and it is believed that there is the
deity Bhagirathamma. There is no image of the

deity, but the devotees worship the trunk of that
tree.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Kalyanamahoth-
savam is celebrated for 5 days from Vaisakha Sy-
ddha Ekadasi (April—May). This festival is cele-
brated since the origin of the village and is of
local significance. The Hindu residents of the
village congregate. Harikathas, dramas burrakathas
and musical concerts afford entertainment du-
ring the days of festivity.

~ Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated onp
Magha Suddha Shashti (January—February). Free
feeding is arranged by the donations collected
from the villagers.

" Talamma Jatara is celebrated during Sank-
ranti i. e., 14th of January. Goats and fowls are
sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of vows. The
Chakalis in the village act as pujaris by turn,

Goats and fowls are sacrificed to Bhagirg-
thamma also-
SOURCE : Sri Narasimhadevara Venkata Sastry,
Headmaster, Zilla Prarishad Elementary
School, Kanuru Agraharam.
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4 Teeparru—Situated near the bank of Vasista
Godavari on the Narsapur—Prakkilanka road at
a distance of 7 miles from Tanuku and 10 miles
from Nidadavole Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 2,317
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Kamma, Kapu, Viswa-
brahmin, Sisthikarnam, Palle etc, Scheduled Castes
(337)-Adi Andhra; and Scheduled Tribes (14).
The chief means of livelihood of the people are

agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The temples of Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy,

Narendraswamy, which are belicved to have been

constructed by sage Vasista, Bhramaramba Malli-
kharjunaswamy, Sri Rama, Anjaneya and village
deity Chintalamma are the places of worship P
the village. The main entrance of the Lakshm!
Narasimhaswamy temple faces to North- The
images of Panchamukha (five-faced) Anjaneya,
Sapthamukha (seven-faced) Anjaneya and Ekada-
samukha (eleven—faced) Anjaneya had been ing-
talled in this village.

Sri Narendraswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Amava-
sya (January—Fcbruary) Fruits are offered to
the Lord. This festival is being celebrated from
ancient times and is of local significance. Zilla
Parishad contributes some moncy to meet the ex-
penses of the festival. The Hindu devotees of the
village congregate without any distinction of
caste. Prasadam is distributed to all.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Kalyanam 18
celebrated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Eka-
dasi to Purnima (April-May). It is being celeb-
rated from ancient times and is of local signifi-
cance. The local Hindu devotees congregate. Pra-
sadam is distributed to all.

Bhramaramba Mallikharjunaswamy Kalyanam

is celebrated on Magha Bahula Ekadasi (January=—
February).

Chintalamma Uthsavam is celebrated during
Sankranti (January). Goats, sheep and fowls are
sacrificed to the deity. Kammas are the patrons
and pujari is a Chakali.

Ekahams, sapthahams, saptha sapthahams are per-
formed at the instance of the enthusiastic devo-

tees. The patron is Sri Hanumaddasa Yogeend-
rulu. Kotipatrapujas (pujas with one crore of bilva
leaves) and Hanuman vrathamulu are often per-
formed. Sri Suvarchala Panchamuka Anjaneya-
swamy Kalyanam is celebrated on Jaistha Suddha
Ekadasi (May—June) every year. The Hindu de-
votees, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate,

On the back side of Narasimhaswamy tem-
ple, there is a mantapam of Sti Saraswatiswamy
with his tomb. Every year his jayanti is celebra-
ted and his several disciples and devotees from
distant places congregate. Lectures are delivered
on his life.

Many devotees visit this village to take bath
in the River Godavari.

When the river Godavari is in floods, pools
of lood water encircle the temple of Laksh.mi
Narasimhaswamy. This presents an interesting
sight and people from the neighbouring villages
come to see the phenomenon.

There is free feeding to all the pilgiims.

SOURCE: Sri Annadevara Suryaprakasa Rao, Tea-

cher, Teeparru.

5. Velagadurru— Sjtuated at a distance of 5 miles
from Tanuku vig Undrajavaram. One can reach
this village by alighting at the 27th mile from
Nidadavole on Nidadavole-Narsapur road and
Proceeding for 1} miles in westward direction.

~ The population of the village is 1,719 and it
1s made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus— Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Se-
napati, Kaikala; Scheduled Castes (512)-Madiga,
Mala; and Scheduled Tribes (7). The chief me-
ans of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour, weaving and other traditional
Occupations,

Sri Visweswaraswamy and Sri Malleswaras-
Wamy are worshipped in the village. About one
and half centuries ago, one Gunnepalli Basappa,
@ Kummari went to Srisailam to have darsan of
Bramaramba Mallikharjunaswamy and brought

ome a ball of sacred (vibhuthi) ash from Srisailam.
€ used to apply the ash on his forchead daily
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after taking bath, and perform puja to that ball
of sacred ash, believing that ball to be Mallikhar-
junaswamy, offer his food as naivedyam to the Lord
and later consume it. After passing thus for 6
months the ball of sacred ash turned into Siva-
lingam. The Kummari proclaimed this pheno-
menon to the elders of the village and they thou-
ght that Mallikharjunaswamy manifested Himself.
A temple was built with the assistance of bhaktas.
At that time this village was under the rule of
Rajahs of Mogalturru. The then Rajah, who, it
is said, had the darsan of the Lord assigned 3
acres of land to the temple.

Sri Visweswaraswamy and Sri Malleswaraswamy
Kalyanothsavams are celebrated for 5 days from
Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Amavasya (January~Feb-
ruary). Kalvanams are peformed on Magha Bahula
Chathurdasi. On a day during the festival, there
is temple car procession between 2 p.m. and
5 p. m. Fruits are offered to the Lords. The de-
votees take river bath, observe fast and observe
jagarana by doing bhajans.

These kalyanams are being celebrated for the
past 50 years and are of local significance. Loc-
al Hindus congregate. The pujari is a Brahmin
of Bharadwajasa gotram with hereditary rights.
Prasadam is distributed to all and free feeding is
arranged.

Sri T. V. N. Narasimhacharyulu, Headmas-
ter, Panchayat Board Elementary School,
Velagadurru.

SOURCE :

6. Thadipurru — Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from Satyawada Railway Station on Nidadavole-
Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway
and 9 miles from Tanuku.

The total population of the village is 3,325
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu,
Kalali, Chakali, Mangali, Viswabrahmin, Kaikala,
Kummara etc., and Scheduled Castes (363)~ Pan-
chama. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving
and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Someswaraswamy, Madanago-
laswamy and three temples of Sri Rama are the
places of worship in the village. There is the vill-
age deity also. There are the procession images



of Someswaraswamy and Parvati in the Someswa-
raswamy temple and the procession images of Ma-
danagopalaswamy, Rukmini and Satyabhama in
the temple of Madanagopalaswamy.

Someswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebrated for
5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to Amavasya
(February—March). It is being celebrated for the
past many years and is of local significance. Since
the last 10 years the festival is being organised by
trustces, who look after the temple lands, arrang-
ing cultural programmes during the festival days.
The Hindus of the village participate.

Madanagopalaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to Purni-
ma (February—-March). 1t is being celebrated sin-

ce many years. The Hindu devotees of the village
take part in the festival.

The village deity (Ammavaru) Jatara is cele-
brated for 2 days, when small-pox, cholera and

cattle diseases break out in the village. Goats
e‘md fowls are sacrificed to the deity.  Prasadam
1s distributed to all.

SOURCE:  Sri Vajapeyajula Veerabhadra Rao, Tea-
cher, Zilla Parishad Hi

gher Elementary
School, Thadiparry.

7. Undrajavaram-__

miles from the Tan
dadavole branch 1i

Situated at a distance of 5
uku Railway Station on tte Ni-
ne of the Southern Railway.

.Tl‘xe total population of the village is 7,375
and it is made up of the several sub-communi)tic
of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (1 078); Schci
duled Tribes (49); and Christians, , Thc’ chief
means of livelihood of the people are agricultuye

agricultural labour, weav
» Weaving and o iti
nal occupations, ther traditio-

Subrahmanyeswarasw i

lebrated for 2 days from Margz.:?rya g:;;:uglhs L;f-.
(November*December). Subrahmanyeswa o
my, the son of Eswara had tWOo wives, Kq ar‘iswa-
li and Devasena. His marriage wag c,eleb:a iival-
Margasira Suddha  Shashti, To Commemor::: Ho'.l:
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ay 1,
marriage, kalyanam is celebrated on t:,\::toeveyf of ~
the temple. Mo is believed to be the i-{im an
boons to issueless couples who WT)THh‘P . bites O
is said to afford protection against “(‘;’ of the
venomous serpents. On the l'ullowlngl‘“zlkcn in
kalyanam i.c., on Sapthami, the Lord‘ 15‘ n:i bull 10
procession on the vahanams of PC“C““‘k[ ;:af an
the accompaniment of dccnr:\tq\ pravo »l'rumcm's.
the attendance of various musical s Lrs a
The devotees take bath in the early ‘h" h‘ood?: -
offcr symbolic silver serpents. flowery
cocoanuts and flowers.

.

- ast
The festival is being celebrated t,(;.;“:hti,gp e
60 years and is of local signiticance. nped Withe?
has Inam lands and the festival 1% nrrdﬂbons aré
the income accrued from them. The pil‘;eek in
Kammas, Arrangements are made on¢ ncigh'
advance. Devout Hindus, local and' f'rom :
bouring villages, participate. Therc 15 8 (
salary basis. Free feeding 15 arranged 10 From
sands, for which money 15 collected
villagers, |

agtiva

A fair is held in connection with the ;el:::nd-
for a month near the temple. About 710 " ing V"
red persons, local and from the neighbot
Nages, visit the fair daily.
mirrors, combs
cloth €@

Eatables, utensils, lanterns,
pictures, photos, wooden toys,
brought and sold.

erts afford

. sic conc -
Dramas, Harikathas and music € 2 chou!

. .o T e are
entertainment to the visitors. Ther
tries.

. oyyalos"”
SOURCE:  Sri K.Ramakrishna, Teachers koy

dem.

ha-
nk of GOt
8. Chilakapadu—.Situated on the bank© iles fro™

nioriver canal, it is at distance O.‘ dan\:ole’ ar”
Kaldari Railway Station on the¢ N'da, J|way and _7
sapur branch line of the Southern Rd‘mcrly, this
miles from Nidadavole by boat. .FO? id tha!
area was covered with forest and it ;
Suka maharshi performed penance her ;yas
means chilaka (parrot). The village
Chilakapadu after the sage Suka.

(llage 15 107

The total population of ‘h.e Vllclorg;i unities:

and it is made up of the fo}lmvnnlg(qm 2,
Caste Hindus—-Brahmin, Vaisya, B¢
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ldiga; Scheduled Castes (211); Scheduled Tribes

8); and Christians. The chief means of livelihood
>f the people are agriculture, agricultural labour
ind other traditional occupations.

Two temples of Rama and a temple of Tum-
malamma which is said to be attavarillu and a
thatched house for her, which is b_clieved 10 be
pultillu, are the places of worship 10 the village.
There is a church also.

Tummalamma Jatara is celebrated whf:n
dreadful diseases prevail in the village. The _delt_y
is brought to puttillu (parents’ house), which is
temporarily erected for the Jatara. After the _con}-
pletion of Jatara the hut is burnt and the.delty is
taken back to her mother-in-law’s hous_c i.e., the
temple. Garagalu are taken in procession accom-
panicd by the beating of flat drums, and other
musical instruments. In the presence of Pothura-
ju holding a stick tied with the foliage of margo-
sa, and applied with pasupu and kl.lmkum,. fruits
and cocoanuts are offered to the deity during the
procession. Goats and fowls are sacri.ﬁced to t.he
deity, and naivedyam is offercd at their respzctive
homes by the villagers.

This Jatara is being celebrated for the last 22
years and is of local significance. About 1,000 lo-
cal Hindus and from neighbouring villages con-
gregate- The married daughters of this village are
invited to participate in the Jatara. Free feeding
is arranged to some extent.

A fair is held in connection with the Jatara.
Sweets, etc., are brought and sold.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days at
the two Rama temples belonging to Kamma and
Perika communities from Chaitra Suddha Navami

(March=April). Harikathas are rendered; dramas

are enacted; puranams are read; and mu§1cal conl-
certs are conducted. There is free feeding to all

for 2 days with the help of contributions from
the villagers.

Pothuraju that is taken in procession along
with Tummalamma during the festival is generally
Tepresented by a pole or stick to which margosa
leaves are tied. But Pothuraju of this place 1s ac-
tually a well-built aWe-inspiringindividual for tb.e
last thirty years. One Sri Nagotu Ratnam subsltl-
tutes himself for the margosa leaf-decorated pole.

Potl;uraju Devata is belioved to be the brother of

Tummalamma. Ratnam would anuoounce, when

epidemics for men or cattle break out, t.hat the
Devata Tummalamma appeared before him and
informed that she was responsible for the out-
break of the pest. He fasts for two days befcl)re
the commencement of the festival. On t.hc tm.rd
day the entire village moves in processmn.thh
music to the house of Pothuraju. The man ?s tall
and well-built and appears like the Pothuraju of
the legends in human form, Children and str?m-
gers feel scared and nervous even to lo.ok at him.
Hundreds of cocoanuts are broken in hls.presence
during the procession. In every ten' minutes, a
chicken is offered to his mouth at his behest and
it is bitten by him at the neck.

Kumbhalu celebration takes plage on the
following day. A cartful of cogkcd rice is 'gOt
ready and is supplemented with preparations
tastefully. A winnowful of goqcked rice is mixed
with the blood of fowls and it is called balicheta.
It is carried by a village servant who c_annot
move by himself perhaps because of possession by
other Devatas. Four people pelp him to move,
while Pothuraju leads anfi cnrcumambulatF the
village thrice by waving sticks gbov::‘ the,wtnnm’w
striking each other and shouting poli’, ‘poli’,
in order to avoid the presence of ot'her'Devatas,
At the end, the entire cart-load o.f rice is unloa-
ded and balicheta is kept at the vnllage‘ bound.ary
and the people speedily return to the village thlT-
out looking back, before sunset, and rteach their
homes with a superstition that thgy should obseFVc
perfect silence throughout the night by closing
doors and bolting them. They come out only ?,ft?r
cunrise next morning. Sri Ratnam, Pothuraju in
human form, is taken for the celebration of kufn'
bhalu in a chair on & double bullock=-cart. I‘n sp?tc
of the four day fast, he .represents Pothuraju with
all his dignity and ferocity-
soURCE : Sri Dhulipala Chinna Gunnaiah, Head-

master, Zilla Parishad Elementary
School, Chilakapadu.

9. Pasalapudi —Situated at a distance of 13 miles
from Satyavada Railway Station on the Nidada-

vole=Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway
and 6 miles from Tanuku.



and it is made up of the following communitics.
Caste Hindus—~Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kam-
ma, Kapu, Padmasale, Agnikula Kshatriya, Golla,
Settibalija including Chegidi, Chakali, Manguli,
Medara, Kalavanta, Uppara etc.; Scheduled Castes
(692)-Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (41)-Yeruku-
la, Yenadi; Muslims and Christians. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,

agricultural labour, trade, weaving, fishing and
other traditional occupations.

Temples of Nageswaraswamy, Kesavaswamy,
Venugopalaswamy, Sita Ramaswamy, Subrahman-
yeswaraswamy and Sri Rama and of village dei-
ties, Mahalakshmamma, Mullamma and Danamma
are the places of worship in this village. Nages-
waraswamy, symbolised in a Sivalingam is said to
have been installed by Karkotaka in Dwapara
yuga. By the side of Sivalingam there is the stone
image of Parvati, known as Parvatavardhani,
which appears as of a girl of 5 years of age, hol-
ding a bud of lotus in right hand. There are the
procession images of Parvati and Nageswaraswamy
made of copper. In Kesavaswamy temple also there
are the procession images of Kesavaswamy, Sri-
devi and Bhudevi made of copper. The temple of
Venugopalaswamy is said to have been built aro-
und 1330 A.D. by a rich devotee named Vipparthi
Gopala Reddy, who lived in Vipparru. Fond of
cattle rearing, he maintained a herd of cows at
Gullapadu where he had cultivable lands. Milk
was being brought from there daily. For some
time it was found that every day half a potful of
milk disappeared, though the lids of the containers
were intact. When this was brought to the notice
of the Reddy he went to Gullapadu to watch what
exactly had happened. He wundertook a fast and
kept awake meditating about the Lord. At mid-
night Sri Venugopalaswamy, in the form of a 5
year old boy, opened the lid and began to drink
the milk. He caught hold of the boy, asked him
who he was and why he was drinking milk steal-
Y tis, mage was wniy (limself and to1d him
that His image was under the ground two feet be-
low the surface and commanded him to install it

in a sacred place. The Lord blessed him
would attain salvation. When the ¢ im that he

. pot was du ,
the image of the Lord, supposed 10 have gb::n
swayambhu (self-manifested),

. in an exquisite form
was discovered. It was installed ip a temple, The

self-manifested image of Venugopalaswary

" . * m f
stone,2’ 8" high with garudavahanam unde; H?s lfse:t
There is the image of Rukminidevi g .

i tthe i
side of the Lord. At a distance of thres right

inches from
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d
the crown of Rukmintdevt, there are makﬂf":{:s:vz-
a chakram. Again there are the images © simha>
tharas, nawcly, Masthya, Kurma, Varahd, Namguddha
Vamana, Parasurama, Balarama, S’,i Ramt?i.or -
and Kaliki representingthe incarnations 0 dasa-
Jhnu. To the left side of the Swamy below the w the
vatharas there is sankhu with makaram. bclO, o
former. A little away from there, there 18 ‘;h,: very
ge of Satyabhama. The mage of the Lor : lqnd 8
well decorated with anklets to the leg "nklc:,
string of small rings ticd round both t'hC' ‘:jome
and the waist., The jewel Kowsthubham lsf | the
to the neck and seveial other Om;lmcl\“f tlulasi
different parts of the body. A garland © mams
leaves upto the knees, car—rings three 74
on the forchead, the crown and abha}"’has{h,amy in
all true to the description of Venugk’Palaswdr t
scveral religious books. A flute is held “c? tittle
mouth in the two hands wath the head bent 2 fully
towards left; and the image standing graclcc an-
with the right leg crossed over the left at ns any
kle prasents a beautiful sight that cnchuntf aif
devotee. At the back of the head, the knot tion
contains a flower of six petals, The b"l;k Pﬁorancc
has the symbols of Jaganmohim. The signific uef
of the figure is that the devotee shoutd cond

h shat®
the shadvargas and reach the Lord through
chakras.

ated

Sri Nageswaraswamy Kalyanam is cclebrj;;ha
from Magha Bahula Navami to Phalguna Suntu‘
Padyami (January-February) for 8 days: T?‘ckaIya-
als observed arc dhwajarohanam on Navamt, oda-
nam on Dasami, asthanothsavam on Ekadas"-s -
syam on Dwadasi, chorothsavam on Triodash, an
hasivaratri on Chathurdasi and trisulasnanarm hso”
vasantothsavam on Amavasya. There is puShpo’s
vam on Phalguna Suddha Padyami. Ab"”hekama i
the Lord and kumkum pujas to Goddess Pﬂ‘;r’ re
are performed. Fruits and cocoanuts aré © cinS
to the Lord. Hindus, local and from neighboura 1.
villages congregate. Prasadam is distributed 10

. ion t0
Drawas and Harikathas provide recreatl®
the visitors during the festival days.

f
Sri Kesavaswamy Kalyanam i3 celebrated fo
6 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi 1° Badé'si,
Padyami (April-May). Dhwajarohanam 01 Eka ha
asthanothsavam on Dwadasi sadayam and Nris";af
Jayanthi on Triodasi, chorothsavam on Cha®’
and  vasantothsavam on Purnima day 8f° S
rituals which are observed. The Hindu devote?

e
local and from the neighbouring villages cong?
gate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

m al’&‘

late TV Qenugopalaswamy and Scetaramaswamy temples.
Plate H

D ., Eluru.
Assistan! Commissioner, H.R. & C.E. (Admn.) Dept



Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam 1s celebra-
ted for g days from Phalguna Suddha Navami to
ﬁalmla Padyami (February-March). On Navami
1S dhwajarohanam; kalyanam is on Dasami; rathoth-
Savam is on Ekadasi; sadasyam and ponnauthsavam
In the night are on Dwadasi; on Triodasi is astha-
nosthsavam; chorothsavam is on Charthurdasi; vasan-
Atothsavam is on Purnima; and on Bahula Padyami
¥ sripushpayagnam. Cocoanuts and fruits are
‘{Hefed to the Lord. Hindus in and around the
“ilage participate. There is free feeding to some
SXtent.  Pujari is Vaishnava Brahmin. Prasadam
Is distributed to all.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 5
days from Margasira Suddha Panchami, to Navaml
(November—December). Dhwajarohanam  and
kalyanam on Panchami, teertham and uregimpu 0N
Shashti, sadasyam on Scpthami, churnothsavam
On Ashtami and sripushpayagnam on Navami are tl}e
Mtuals observed during the festival. Hindus in
and around the village cougregate.

Sri Sita Ramaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
for & days from Chaitra Suddha Ashtami to Triod-
asi (March‘April). Dhwajarohanam on Ashtami,
kalyanam o Navami, uregimpu on Dasami; sadas-
Yam and rathothsavam on Ekadasi; vasanthothsavam
on Dwadgasi and sripushpayagnam on Triodasi are
the successive rituals. Hindus, local and from
ic neighbouring villages congregate. Prasadam
ts distribyged to all.

. Danamma Teertham is celebrated for 5 days
' the month of May. It is said the Goddess Pa-
TVatlis being worshipped in this name in the vill-
18- Garagaly of the deity are taken in process-
'O0 on siribandi by Chakalis. Some subscriptions
are collected to celebrate the Teertham. About ten
thousang people, local and from neighbouring vi-
lages, Congregate.

There is a fair in copnection with the Teerth-
am. Eatables, utensils, combs, mirrors, photos,
toys etc., are brought and sold.

‘ Mahalakshmamma and Mullamma Teertham
'S celebrated for a day on Tuesday which comes
18t before Jaistha Suddha Purnima (May-June).
asupu, kum kum, chalimidi and panakam are offer«
*d. The local Hindus take part in this festival.

The correspondent has reported that on pa-
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" tions in Andhra Pradesh, published by the Endow-

%8 370 and 371 of the book on temple inscrip- -

ments Board during the British regime, a copy of
which is available in the Gowthami Library at
Rajahmundry, the following statement is found:

Incription on the southern side of the stone
pillar on the north-east in the mukhamantapam of
Sri Venugopalaswamy temple situated to the west
of Duvva of Tanuku taluk, Rajahmundry district;
Inam land (400 acres) which requires 6 puttis of
paddy seeds for sowing was assigned to Uddanda-
rayani Ramanujulu, a Vaikhanasa of Gowthamasa
gotram to conduct daily worship to Gopalaswamy,
Kesavarayalu, Pallakesavulu and Hanuman. Be-
sides this, provision is made for the supply of 60
secrs of oil per month by the oil mongers of the
place for lighting and daily and occasional

functions.

Another inscription described on page 371
of the above book relates to Salivahanasaka 1570
i. e., 1649 A. D. It is on the eastern side of the
stone pillar described above and was by Malline-

du Prabhuvu.

“Sri  Gopalaswamy! Salivahanasaka 1570,
Sarvadhari Phalguna Suddha Dasami, Monday ;: ~
Mallinedu, son of Vipparthi Thimmanna got stone
slabs spread in Bhogamantapam and got repaired
the sanctum sanctorum established by Garigana
Venkatadri and built the Sikharam. He celebra-
ted the festival for § days with all pomp commen-
cing from Phalguna Suddha Dasami.”’

Sri Lingala Suryanaryana, First Grade
Telugu Pandit, Zilla Parishad High School,
Anantapalle P. O.

SOURCE :

13. Teetali—Situated on the banks of Attili canal
at a distance of 2 miles form Tanuku Railway
Station on the Nidadavole-Narsapur section of
the Southern Railway.

The total population of the village is 3,838
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—~Brahmins, Vaisya, Kshatriya, ete.;
Scheduled Castes (842); and Scheduled Tribes
(22). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tra-
ditional occupations.

The temple of the villages are of Rajeswara-
swamy, Sita Ramasamy, Kodanda Ramaswamy and



of the village deities, Gogulamma and Mahanka-
lamma. The deity Bangaramma is also worshipped
but has no temple.

This place wus covered with forest during
the reign of Rajaraja Narendra. When he came 1o
this place ona hunting cexpedition he saw a huge
serpent in the place where the present Rujeswara-
swamy temple stands.  Then he instalied a Siva.
lingam, constructed a sacred abode for it and
named it Rajeswaraswainy temple. When a com-
pound wall was being dug out, the stone image
of a serpent and a Nandi were discovered here.
There are some inscriptions in Pali language on
them and on main entrance {0 the temple. There
isa big well before the temple. [tis belicved
that the well was not man-made but was dug out
by Devatas overnight,

Opce a person bclonging to Teetali family
was going to Kasi with his wife with a desire to
have children. During their journey they retired
under the shade of a tree.  God appcared in his
dream and commanded him to worship Him. }»[é
woke up and to his astonishment found the im

of Sita, Rama and Lakshmana in the bushes b
him., l

ages

; cfore
He took those images and installed them

ir} this village and got a temple constructed for
Sita Ramaswamy,

Formerly, there were ima i

, ges of wood
Femple of Kodanda Ramaswamy. resen
1mages were got prepared in Bhadrac
to Bhadrachala S
stalled here,

¢
The present

halam, shown

ita Ramachandraswamy and in-

Sri Rajeswaraswamy Kalyanam is
for 5 days with great pomp and plea
Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Amavasya (J (
ruary). The Lord is taken on vahanams of R
vanabrahma, Nandi, and peacock with arr .
ment of electric lights in a process.on accom fm_gc-
by prabhas, music and dances. This festi?/‘}‘lm'd‘
being celebrated for the past 50 vyears Alb "
6,000 Hindu devotees, local and fror'n .OUt
bouring places, congregate. neigh-

celebrated
sure from
anuary-Fcb-

A fair is held in connection with the fesy;
val. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, combs -
pictures, photos, toys, cloth etc,,
and sold.

, Mirrors,
are brought

Dramas, Harikathas, burrakathas, dances, |ec.

tures, golla kaloparn and musical pcrf«\rmf‘“?cs
afford entertainment to the visitors, Free feeding
1s also arranged o some extent.

St Sita Ramaswamy Kalvanmm s cclcbmlcd.
for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Ashtami 10 Dwadasi
(March=Aprily.  On Dwadasi the Lord s taken
I procossion on ponnavalianam  with music. The
devotees take river bath and  ob.erve jagarand:

This fostival 15 being ¢elebrated for the past 5(-),

years.  The Teetah funnly are the pereditary
trustees for this tearple. Hindus, local and from
tie neighbourimy vitlvges, conpregate. The mems
bers of the Teetas family attend the kalyanam 10

the Lord without fail though they are ‘-'“‘Pl,oyc
i distant piaces.  They perform all ccremontes:

The pujari of the temple having quarrelied
with the trustee is ~aid to have run away by lock~
ing the door of the sanctum sanctorum of ic
temple.  The trustee  was  thercafter offering
naivedyam and was performing puja ever day f"f‘m
outside only.  One day some boy. were playms
before  the temple and one  of them (Teetal
Sita Ramaswamy, the Karnam of the village upto
10 years back) placed his hands on the doors ©
the temple. Suddenly the doors opened and afters
wards unother pujari was appointed and aradhand
began to be celebrated in the sanctum sanctorum-

. TN r S
Dramas, bhajans, dances, lectures, purmla":‘
‘ ' ’ e v b
and music performances are the entertainmen
for the visitors.

Sri Kodanda  Ramaswamy Kalyanam '
celebrated for S days trom Chairra Suddha Ashtami
to Dwadasi (March—-April). Everyday pujas are
performed and naivedyam is oficered. Kalyanam
of the swamy is celebrated on Navami.

This festival is being cclebrated for the past
30 years and is of Jocal signiticance.  The de
votees of the village

S congregate without any
distinction of caste,

) aops JOT
The hereditary trustees f

this temple belong to Pathapati family.

. _ A CES
Harikathas, dramas and music performai®

< < v a ate
are arranged. Pandals are erected and decorat
with festoons.

* Gogulamma Teertham is celebrated ford day
‘(’)“ Magha  Suddha Purnima (J;xnuary—Fcerflf)’z;
0 the night preceding the Teeitham, the deity

8

taken in procossion to the accompaniment of
music, ctc. Naivedyam is offered by the bouse-
wives. Plantains and cocoanuts are offered and
sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity.

This Teertham is being celebrated for the past
50 years and local Hindus congregatc. Money
is collected from the villagers to celebrate the
Teertham. Pujari is a Chakali.

A legendary episode is told by the villagers.
which narrates that a saint by name Rama)./ogl
was attacked by cholera during his peregrination.
He was used to be carried on by the people of
one village to the next village and thus finally
he had rcached Teetali. The pcople of Teetali
did not know of his presence in their village.
When they first saw him, he cried to them to
quench his thirst and died. After some days,
some miracles happened in the village. A single
cloth in  locked box was found burnt while
others werc intact. Only one palm leaf was
burnt in the thatch of a hut, the remaining being
as they were. When it was found by some vil-
lagers that the late Ramayogi in a naked form
with a torch in his hand was burning them, the
villagers prepared panakam and distributed it to
all.  With this the unhappy miracles came to an
end. From that time onwards every year during
Vaisakham (April-May), panakam 1is distributgd
to all in the temples of Rajeswaraswamy and Sita
Ramaswamy after performing pujas to Ramayogi-

SOURCE :  Sri Meduri Venkateswarlu, Headmaster,
Zilla Parishad Special Elementary Girls
School, Teetali.

14. Tanuku—The taluk headquarters and a Rail-
way Station situated at a distance of about
11 miles from Nidadavole on the Nidadavole-
Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway.
Situated on either bank of the river Gosthani, the
place is known to have been the abode of Tara-
kasura, who was a menace to devas, Brahmins,
rishis and all peace loving persons. By perform-
ing severe rapas he obtained boons from Lord
Siva that no one could kill him, excepting one
born to Siva and Parvati. Parvati, who had
burnt herself to death in the sacrificial fire of her
father, Daksha, was reborn as the daughter of
Himavantha and was praying the Lord to marry
her again  But Siva was engaged in deep me-

<

ditation after the tragic end of Parvati in her
earlier birth and no one had the courage to dis-
turb the penance because of the fear of His third
eye; as the fire that would emanate from that eye
when opened, would consume to ashes the first
person in the vision. Vishnu prevailed upon
His son Manmatha to sacrifice himself for the
weal of the world., Manmatha was burnt to
ashes; Siva married Parvati to whom was bom
Kumaraswami who killed Tarakasura. Thus the
place was associuted with Puranas. To wash off
the sin of having killed Tarakasura who was a
great dcvotee of Siva, Kumaraswamy installed
here Kapardeeswaraswamy, a Sivalingam. If
rice were to be offered to this Lingam a putti of
rice had to be cooked. To avoid it, it is said
only a small piece of jaggery is offered. In ad-
dition to this, the sacred perennial River Gos-
thani flows near Tanuku. The legend about the
River Gosthani is that while a big eagle carried
away its calf, the cow ran after it and the milk
from its udder flowed like a river and thus the
river Gosthani (Gosthani means ‘from udder of
the cow’) was formed; and it became so sacred
that any one who bathes in it for a year would
get his desires fulfilled. Tanuku is important,
nay sacred to the Andhras, as it is the place of
birth of Adikavi Nannayabhattaraka, who under-
took the translation of the Panchamaveda (the fifth
Veda) Mahabharata written in Sanskrit by Veda-
vyasa. A jammi tree is said to have existed on
the spot where Nannaya performed yagnam on
the bank of the River Gosthani. Historically,
Tanuku appears to have formed part of Mogal-
turru paragana of Peddapuram samsthanam under
the rulers of Rajamahendravaram. Two tanks
historically noted are Xommayi Cheruvu or
Kumaraswamy Cheruvu and Mundamopu Cheruvu
(widows’ tank) or the tank where the wives of
Tarakasura were widowed (i.e., where they were
taken and all signs of muththaiduvas were r1e-
moved).

The total population of the town is 24,657
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus~Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu,
Chakali, Mangali, etc. etc.; Scheduled Castes
(2,099); Scheduled Tribes (267); Muslims; Christ-
ians and Jains, The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture. agricultural labour,
trade, services and other traditional occupations.
There are good number of factories such as the
Andhra Sugar Factory, Jaya High Speed Cycles,
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Rolling Steel Factory, Akkamamba Spinning
Mills and Vijaya Manure Factory. Labour is
available herc in plenty. The place is full of
educational institutions, libraries, reading rooms
and cultural institutions.

Temples of Kesavaswami, Mahalakshmi Sita
Rama, Kapardeeswaraswamy, Anjancyaswamy,
Siddeswaraswamy, Sita Ramanjsaneyaswamy, Kod-
anda Ramaswamy, Subrahmanyaswamy, Satyanara-
yanaswamy, Navagrahas, Rama, Someswaraswami,
Natarajeswaraswamy, Kanakadurga, and of the
village deities Pallalamma, Muthyalamma, and
Mahakalamma are the places of worship in the
town. There are 2 mosques, Ramakrishna Mutt,
Achalaguru Ashram, Sadhu Mutt. and Nannayya
Peetam in thetown. Kesavaswamy temple is stated
to have been built by Chalukyas.

Kesavaswamy Kalyanam is cclebrated for
one day on Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January—Fcb-
ruary). It is being celebrated from ancient times

and is of local significance. The Hindu devotees
of the town congregate.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra
Suddha Navami (March—April). Surya Sapthaham
on Ratha Sapthami, Nannaya Jayanti on Ugadi, Na-
taraja and Siddeswara Kalyanam on Sivaratri,
Satyanarayanaswamy Kalyanam on Vaisakha Suddha
Ekadasi (April-May) and Subrahmanyeswaraswa-
my Kalyanam on Margasira Suddha Shashti
{November—December) are the other festivals

that are celebrated in the town in the respective
temples.

Chalimidi and panakam are offered to the
village deities and fowls and animals are sacrificed
occasionally.

SOURCE :  Sri Pamarth! Venkata Ramana Rao, Teqa-
cher, Tanuku;

15, Paidiparru—Situated at a distance of 2 fur-
longs from Tanuku Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 1,736
it is made up of following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Kapu, Bhagavata, Settibalija,
Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (186)~Madi-
ga, Mala; and Scheduled Tribes (9). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,

agrioultural labour vecgetrable seiling and other
traditional occupations.

There s the temple of Venkateswaraswamy.
This temple was got constructed by  the Zamindar
Narasimham Apparayanam of Nuzvid who dona-
ted 20 acres of land to the teiple.  Village deity
Gogulamma is also worshipped.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy  Kalyanawmahothsa-
vam is celebrated for one day in Phalgunam (Fe8-"
ruary—March),  The Hindus devotees of the vill-
age congregate.  Pujari is a Vykhanasa of Bharga-
vasa gotram with hereditary rights.  Teertham and
prasadam are offered to the Lord,

Gogulamma festival in Pusyam (December=
January) and Gonthi Panduga in Kartikam (Octo-
ber—=November) are celebrated.

SOURCE :
Paidiparru.

16. Mandapaka— Situated at a distance of 2 mi-
les from Tanuku. To the east of the village,
there is a canal flowing by the nume ‘‘Madugu".
It is belicved that this is a tributary of the Goda-
vari River in ancient times, and that on the banks
of it Mandavyamuni performed penance. Hence
this village was known as Muundavya Kshetram
and is now called Mandapaka. Another version
is that the place where the present village now
stands was a vast pasturc land with madugu and
the Golla of the ueighbouring villages used
to tend their sheep here in large flocks. The
shepherds heard on one day the sound of musical
mstruments and the sound “Om’’. When the pla-
ce was examined the idol of Sri Kesyyaswami was
found. A temple was constructeq by the Zamine
dars of Nuzvid in this place, Tpe people in the
neighbouring villages of Pcdnpaduund Chinna-
padu came and settled in thiy place.As this place

was full of flocks of cattle it was caljed Manda-
paka (manda mcans herd).

The total population of the village is 4,616
and it is made up of the following communitie$:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Viswa
brahmin, Kapu, Sale, Chakali, Mangali, Vadde
Golla, Koppu Velama cte; Scheduled Castes (497)
Adi Andhra cte.; and Scheduled Tribes (21). The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agrit

Sri Iragavarapu Chinnam Raju, Karnam,

culture, agricultural labour, trade and other trad-
itional occupations.

The temples of Someswaraswamy, Kesava-
swamy, village deity Yellaramma, Anjaneyaswamy
and mandirams of Rama and Ganapathi are the
places of worship in the village. The image of
the Lord Kesavaswamy is 5 feet high beautifully
made of salegram stone having 4 hands, holding
panchajanyamin the rear right hand, Padmam in the
front right hand, sudarsanachrakam in the rear
left hand, and £ada in the front left hand. There are
the images of Sridevi, Bhudevi and sages Sanaka
and Sananda.  The image of the deity Yallaram-
ma made of stone is prepossessing with 4 hands,
holding damarukam and a sword in the two right
hands, trident and drinking vessel in the two left
hands. Betow the feet of the deity there is the
image of an animal which is said to be a fox by
some and a bandicoot by others.

The legend of the temple of Kesavaswamy
goes on as follows: Sri Dharma Apparayanam the
well known Zamindar of Nuzvid, agreed to the
request of the villagers to construct a temple for
Lord Kesavaswamy in place of the original small
temple which was in ruins. When the villagers
were digging out the earth, the present image and
some relics of the foundation of an ancient tem-
ple were found. It is believed that the image was
the one installed by Mandavya Maharshi; and the
relics of the foundation are said to be very
ancient. On the old foundation itself, the
Zamindar got constructed the present temple,
mantapams and towers. It is also said that the
temple was mainly constructed by a dumb man.
The Zamindar was devoted to the Lord very
much and took great interest in constructing the
temple. The architectural grandeur of the tem-
ple’s tower is highly enthralling and unrivalled.
There is an image of Meka Basava Dandanatha,
the ancestor Nuzvid Zamindars with an ins-
cription, on the top of the temple. He was the
commander-in-chief of the Kakateeya Empire in
the 12th century. This clearly proves that the
temple was constructed by the Nuzvid Zamindars.
Morcover, the archana and other rites are perfor-
med in their names. As it is apparent from the
records that the Zamindar Dharma Apparayanam
lived betwcen 1785-~1827 A D., it may be assumed
that the tcmple might have been constructed bet-
ween those years, In the year 1945, Sridhara
Pullamma a great devotee constructed Sri Anja-

neyaswamy temple in the temple compound of
Kesavaswamy and installed Sri Anjaneya in it.
Outside the compound of this temple, there is a
dilapidated image of Nandi. There are two stone
images in front of the deity, going by the names
Pothuraju and Komati. On the back side of the
image Komati there is an inscription which is re-
ported to have not yet been deciphered. Another
Anjaneyaswamy temple was constructed in the
year 1959 on the banks of the canal.

Sri Someswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi to
Amavasya (January—February). On Sivaratri there
is rathothsavam; abhishekams, sahasranamaarchanas,
lakshapatri and laksha kumkuma pujas and bhogams
are performed and processions are taken out in
fulfilment of vows. Fast and jagarana are obser-
ved on the day of Sivaratri. This festival is being
celebrated since 1945. The Hindu devotces of
the villages congregate. Pujari is a Velanati
Brahmin of Athreyasa gotram with hereditary
rights.  Urhsavams are celebrated for festivals like
Vinayakachavithi, Maharnavami, and on Mon-
days in Kartikam and Jwala thoranothsavam on
Pyrnima and in Dhanurmasam. In the entire
Kartikam there is the illumination with oil deep-
ams and distribution of prasadam.

Sri Kesavaswamy Kalyanamahothsavam is
celebrated for 7 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami
to Bahula Padyami (February—March). Kesava-
swamy is said to be one of the five pancha Kesavas.
The five Kesavas are believed to be those at Ryali
in East Godavari and Mandapaka, Tanuku, Duvva
in West Godavari District and Kothalaparru. On
Phalguna Suddha Dwadasi there is rathothsavam.
Sahasra thulasi, kumkum, laksha thulasi bhogam and
uregimpu are performed to the Lord in fulfilment
of vows. This festival is of ancient origin, The
Hindu devotees, local and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate. Pujari is a Vaikhanasa
Brahmin of Bhargavasa gorram with hereditary
rights.  On the occasion of Krishna Jayanti in
Kesavaswamy temple, the devotees observe fast
and in the night perform maharnivedana after
Visesharchana.  On the first Ekadasi there is
ekaham by Sri Prabhakara Kesava Bhaktha Sama-
jam.  Viseshothsavams (special functions) are per-
formed to the Lord on Chaitra Suddha Padyami
(March—=April), Toli Ekadasi (June~July), Sri
Krishna Ashtami (July-August), Vijayadasami
{September—October), Naraka Chathurdasi (Sep-
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tember-Qctober), Ksheerabdhi Dwadasi (October
~November), Mukkoti Ekadasi (November—De-
cember), Sankranti {(January), Bhishma Ekadasi
(January—February) and in the months of Kartikam
(October—November) and dhanurmasam (Decem-
ber—January). Throughout the month of Kartikam
there is deepamaalalankarana(decoration with lights)
and prasada viniyogam- In Dhanurmasam bhoga-
mulu are performed.

Yellarammma Teertham is celebrated on
Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April). The poct
Srinatha, in his Kreedaabhiramam had described
Yellaramma as Ekaveera Devi the descendent of
Renukadevi and as companion of Kakatamma, In
justification of the supposition that Yellaramma
is the companion of Kakatamma, therc are, besi-
des the full image of Yellaramma, head described
as that of Ekaveera Devi and a pair of feet said to
be those of Kakatamma,

Some miracles shown by the deity

After sahasranamarchana, some flowers are kept
on the crown of the deity and pujaris read danda-
kam. While the pujaris are doing so, the fall of
the flowers from the crown if it occurs is taken
as an indication that the desires of the devotees
would be fulfilled. If the flowers fall, the hearts
of the devotees redound with mirth and joy. And
if the flowers do not fall, something is supposed
to have gone wrong in the performance of the de-
votees, or that their desires are not going to be ful-
filled. The deity some times makes the devotees
realise their faults and then, the flowers drop.

The worshippers of the deity are indeed impres-
sed by this phenomenon.

Once upon a time Kotaiah, a pujari of the
deity had forgotten to take out his silver vessel
from the temple after performing puja on Chaitra
Bahula Padyami. He closed the doors and went
away. According to the custom, the doors should
not be opened for 3 days. He went again to the
temple, stood outside the doors helplessly and
prayed to the deity for the return of the vessel.
The deity threw that silver cup outside through a
hole in the door.

Garga Uthsavam on Chathurdasi day, and Sribandi
Uthsavam on the noon of Full Moon day are cel-
ebrated to the deity. On the night of the follow-
ing day i. e. on Chaitra Bahula Padyami (March—

April), the devotees keep fruits and panakam 10
the temple, close the doors and not open them for
3 days.  This is an ancient custom, During the
intervening two days i. ¢. on Bahula Vidiya and
Tadiya they do not perform nivedana. Ufuu”y
during those 3 days, nobody lcaves the village.
During the festival days like Vasantanavaratruly
and  Sarannavaratruly, sahasra namaarchanas 87¢
performed to the deity. Chalimidi, vadapapph, pa-
nakam, pasupu, kumkwn ctc., are offered. Naived-

: ' ' 3 he
yam is offered at their respective homes by th

devotees. Animal sacrifice which was in vogue
in the past is now given up. The celebrations are
of ancient origin. Hindus, local and from t'hc
neighbouring villages, congregate without any dl?'
tinction of caste. Pujari is a Velamati Brahmint
of Athreyasa gorram with hereditary rights.

A dandakam written by Anipeddi Jagan-
natha Sastry in about 1924 A D. is recited before
the deity by the archakas. The Kali damlakf""
written by Kalidasa was used to be recited priof
to that.

There is Sri Prabhakara Kesava Bhakthd
Samajam in the village, established in 1958 at 1h'€
behest of Sri Prabhakara Umamaheswara Pandit
of Vijayawada. They conduct some programmes
in propagating theism. Bhajana kalakshepams on
every Saturday night, suryanamaskaras on every
Sunday morning according to the instructions ©
the above pandit, Ekhamahothasvam on Toli Ek3”
dasi, gopujamahothsavam on Krishnastami P"“bh.am
feva on all the days in the early mornings during
Kartikam (October-November), Satya  Naré-
yana Vrathamulu on collective basis on the Muk-
koti Ekadasi and Visesharchana to Surya Bhagaval
on Rathasaptami, are some of the itcms on the
programme of this Samajam conducted in the
temple of Sri Kesavaswamy.

SOURCE: I. Sri Devanakonda Gopalam, Head-
master, Zilla Parishad Special Ele-
mentary School, Mandapaka. )

2. Sri Peddinti Kesavaswamy, Pujari V'
the temple of Sri Kesavaswamy:
Mandapaka.

17. Varighedu - Situated at a distance of 3 miles
rom Relangi Railway Station.on Nidadavole”
Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway
and 6 miles from Tanuku. It is said that thIS

village was gifted away by Karikalachola, the
great Chola King.

The total population of the village is 2,340
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste  Hindus-Brahmin, Telaga, Settibalija,
Bhatraju cte.; Scheduled Castes (444); and Sche-
duled Tribes (23).  The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour
and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Rama, Siva, Vishnu and of
the village deity Aravambikadevi are the places of
worship in the village.

Aravambikadevi Jatara is celebrated for one
day on Asviyuja Bahula Amavasya (Septcmber—Qc-
ober). Before Jatara, asadis perform sevas twice
or thrice with music. Cocoanuts, bananas, panakam
and chalimidi are offered; and goats, sheep and
fowls arc sacrificed to the deity. This Jatara is
being celebrated from ancient times and is of lo-
cal significance. Local Hindus congregate.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra
Suddha Navami March—April) in Rama temple
SOURCE:  Sri Mangapati Gopalakrishnam Raju, Ass-
istant Karnam, Varighedu.

18, Attili— Siruated at a distance of one mile
from the Railway Station of the same name on the
Nidadavole—Narsapur branch line of the Southern
Railway, 9 miles from Tanuku, 12 miles from Ta-
depalligudem by road and 18 miles from Nidada-
vole. It is said that this place was the abode of
Athri Maharshi and was hence called Athri which
in usage gradually became Attili. Lord Siddhes-
wara is believed to have been installed here by
Athri Maharshi; in proof whereof there is an im-

age of Athri Maharshi by the side of Siddheswara
Sivalingam.

According to history, this place was in the
Past the capital for some kingdom or other. Af-
ter the reign of Kumaragiri Reddy, one Of the
battles between the Reddys of Rajamahendrava-
am and Kondaveedu took place here.

It is said that on the site where the present
High school stands there was a fort with a moat
alround.  The low level ground around the site
where High School is now situated is considered
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as the previous moat and is called agadrhi (moat).
There is a big pond near the temple of Siddhes-
wara- It appears to have been the outcome of
the desire of Anasuya, the renowned wife of Ath-
ri Maharshi. 1t is said that Athri Maharshi used
to walk to Godavari ncar Kakaraparru every mor-
ning to take his bath and bring water from there
for the abhishekam of Siva, As he grew advanced
in age and was still with difficulty walking to
Godavari ncar Kakaraparru, Anasuya prayed to
Ganga; and near the place where the pond now
stands, a spring of water gushed out. This episode
is referred to in the Kasikshetra gadha. On every
Sunday before sunrise springs at threc places at
the bottom of the pond can be seen. It has been
found that the water of one spring is tastless, the
other sweet and the third brackish. Devotees take
their bath in the pond on every Sunday before
sunrise, and all through the Kartikam, with the
belief that the water of the sacred Ganga at Kasi
flows to this pond on those days.

The total population of the village is 15,074
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus~Brahmin, Vaisya,Kamma, Kapu, Ve-
lama,Golla; Kummari, Sale, Settibalija,Kalavanta,
Chakali, Mangali etc; Scheduled Castes (1,086)-
Adi Andhra etc.; Scheduled Tribes (106); Muslims
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
tarde and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Subrahmanyaswamy, Anjane-
yaswamy, Venugopalaswamy, Santhana Venugopa-
taswamy, Siddheswaraswamy and of village deity
Poleramma with her image having 4 hands, a mos-
que and a church are the places of worship in the
village. Kollapati Venkamma and Mahankalamma
are the other village deties here. There are the
images of Subrahmanyaswamy, Srivalli and Deva-
sena in the temple of the Lord Subrahmanya-
swamy. In connection with the construction of
this temple, it is said that a serpent appeared to
a local person and disappeared immediately,
When that place was dug out a silver sheet was
discovered and the images of a serpent with hood
and a Sivalingam were found on it. He got con-
structed a temple and enshrined the image of
Subrahmanyaswamy .

Sri Subramanyeswaraswamy Kalyanamahoth-
suvam is celebrated for 9 days from Margasira
Suddha Shashii (November~December). On that



day the Lord is taken in a procession on different
vahanams with music throughout the village in the
night followed by prabhas also.  This festival s
boing celebrated since 1928 A, D, About 10,000
pindus local and from the ncighbouring wvillages,
congregate.

A fair 1s held in connection with the festival
tor one day. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, mir-
rors, combs, Ayurvedic drugs, pictures, photos,
books, cloth, mats, toys, agricultural impicments
ctc., are brought and sold. Swings, magic, cir-
cus, dramas, harikathas, burrakathas, lcather pup-

pet doll plays and musical performances afford
entertainment to the visitors.

Special choultries and pandals are put up.
There is free feeding to all the pilgrims.

Kollapati Venkamma Jatara is celebrated for
5 days from Sankranti (January 14th). The
legend connected with the deity says that once
the 15 daughters of the Kollapati family bought
bangles from a bangle seller and wore them, The
bungle seller demanded payment of cost of bang-
tes for 16 daughters, though they were only 15
That night the deity Venkamma appeared in a
dream and told that she was their 16th daughter
Then the family paid the total amount to thé
bangle seller.  From that time onwards that
family is performing sevas and jataras every year
to the deity. On one night during the festivul

the deity is taken in a procession with music

the¢ village. "

v Every day the siribomma is taken in
a procession and pasupu and kumkum are offered
11115' Jatara is mainly celebrated by Kolla ati
family of Kuapus who treat the deity as ‘t‘}:cir
daughter. . 1t 1s being celebrated for the p;\st 50
years and is of local significance, Kapus a‘rc th
paFrons- The Hindu devotees, local and from thc
n:lghbouring villages, congregate, Flowe ;
fruits, pasupu, kumkum and ravikaly (jackets) ars,
offered to the deity. Some of the devotees sucrrie

fice fowls and goats and some off
b er ’ » >
panakam to the deity. chalimidi and

Poleramma Jatara is celebra
preceding Chaitra Suddha Padyam;c(dl\;(;:ct}}:f: dz.ll);s
O.nce a local family with no children on wo pl” ‘
ping this deity was blessed with children r;]lp-
worship the deity regularly. They put cl.a .hey
baskets and sow nine kinds of grains in :’h:r: 3

days b.fore the festival. On Chaitra Suddh
a

3

Padyami the seeds grow into small plants and 0P
that day they apply pasupu and  kumkum to ,‘he
baskets and plants and  offer them o the deity:
Al caste Hindus take part in the festival,

SOURCE :

. . . ili.
Samithi Higher Elemental’y School, Artilt

19, Gummampadu—siyated at a distance of .an
mite from Relangi Railway Station on the Nida®
davole=Narsapur branch line of the Souther®
Railway and 6 miles from Tunuku.

The total population of the village is 1’3556
and it is made up of the fotlowing commumites:
Caste Hinduv—-Brahmin, Vaisys, K shatria, Telz!gaé
Kummari, Chakali, Kalali, Mangali S‘:hcdu‘;,
Castes (249)—Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (8
and Christians.  The chief means of ch“h(ﬂ:r
of the people are agriculture, ugriculturul labo
and other traditional occupations.

gri Rama

The temples of Bhimeswaraswamy,
a4 chur¢

and of the village deity Gogulamma and
are the places of worship i the village.

NP . Jebra-
Sri Bhimeswaraswamy Kalyanam is ¢¢

‘ . Feb’
ted for 1 day on Phalguna Bahula Dasan! {,ord.
ruary=March).  Naivedyam is offered 10 [hc,md is

It 15 being celebrated for the past 10 years
of local significance.  The Hindu devotees 'o '
village congregate without any dis‘mcuon
caste.

- 1 day
Sri Rama Kalyanam is celebrated for the

on Chairra Suddha Navami (Mnrch‘AP“”) mn
temple of Sri Rama.

am-
SOURCE: Sri M. Devasahayam, Teacher Gumrm
padu.
. idada”
20, Velpuru—a railway station on the N Rail®

vole~Narsapur branch line of the Southef? from
way situated at a distance of about 2 m‘lesds arc
Tanuku Railway Station.  As milk '.md'cul"of the
produced in abundance, large guantiti€s ajah”
same are despatched to  Bhimavaram and
mundry daily. As it is belicved tba‘ ]
(celestin) beings) in the past ruled this
is known as Velpuru (in Tclugu velpu means
or celestial beiny)

4
Sri K. V. Sivudu, Headmaster, Panchayat.

The total population of the village is 13,418
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus—Scheduled Castes (1,297); and
Scheduled Tribes (33). The chief means of live-
‘lihood of the pcople are agriculture. agricultural
labour, trade and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Vigneswara, Satyanarayana,
Rama, Siva, Subrahmanycswaraswamy, Rudres-
waraswamy and of the village deities Ganganam-
ma, Metlamma, Gogulamma, Mahalakshmamma
and Eswaramma are the places of worship in the
village. Pandurangaswamy is also worshipped in
the village.

Sri Pandurangaswamy Teertham is celebrated
for 5 days from Kartika Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima
(October-November).  This festival is of ancient
origin and is of local significance. The local
Hindus congregate. Sweets and plantains are sold
in a few shops held duiing teertham.

Sri Subrahmanyaswamy Teertham is celebra-
ted on Margasira Suddha ShaShti (November—Dec-
ember). . Local Hindus congregate. Eatables,
mirrors, combs etc., are sold in a few shops held
during the time. Street dramas, Harikathas and
dances providc entertainment to the people.

Jatara of the village deities is celebrated on
ASviyuja Bahula Amavasya (September—October).
Animal sacrifice was observed formerly on a large
scale, but now some devotees sacrifice fowls and
sheep in their houses only. Cocoanuts are offered.
This jatara is celebrated under the supervision of
Village Munsiff.

Festival of Lord Siva is cclebrated in Karthi-
kam (October~November) in Siva temple.

In Magham (January—February), Veerabhadra
and ‘Sakthi festivals are celebrated in Rudres-
w‘araswamy temple.

During the festival days, the devotees take
bath in the Gosthani river, perform pujas in Fhe
temples, offer fruits etc. There is free feeding
to the poor. :

There is a choultry, where marriages &5¢
celebrated in the village- .
SOURCE : Satyanarayana  Murthy,

Sri Penugonda
Parishad High School,

Teacher, Zilla
Velpuru.
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21. Kakula Illindalaparru—Situated at a8 distance
of 3 miles to the south-east of Tanuku.

The total population of the village is 3,147
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Karni-
bhathula, etc.; Scheduled Castes (556); Scheduled
Tribes (21); and Christians. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour, weaving and other traditional occu-
pations.

The temples of Chodeswara with stone Siva-
lingam, Gopalaswamy with His image in human
form (resembling Sri Krishna), Subramanyeswara-
swamy in serpent form on black stone, and of the
village deities Challalamma and Peddintlamma
are the places of worship in the village.

Challalamma and Peddintlamma Jatara is
celebrated for one day on the first Tuesday after
Sankranti (January). The people believe that
they would be immune from smatl-pox on account
of the celebration.  Chalimidi, panakam, jaggery
and plantains are offered to the deities. This
Jatara is being celebrated from ancient times and
is of local significance. Kammas are the patrons.
The Hindu devotees of the village participate in
the festival without any distinction of caste.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

Sri Chodeswaraswamy Kalyanam 1is celebra-
ted in Vaisakham (April-May). It is being celeb-
rated for the past many years. Kammas are the
patrons. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a
Brahmin with hereditary rights.

Subramanyeswaraswamy Shashti is celebrated
for one day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (Novem-
per—December), The devotees take bath and
observe fast and jagarana.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in  Chaitram
in Gopalaswamy temple.

Sri Alluri Suryanarayana Raju, Headmas-
ter, Zilla Parishad Elementary Girls
School, Kakula 1llindalaparru.

SOURCE :

22. Ajjaram— Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from the Tanuku Railway Station.



The total population of the village 1s 2,457
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Reddy,
Kapu, Kummari Kamasali, Settibalija etc.; Sche-
duled Custes (499)—=Adi Andhra; and Scheduled
Tribes (28)—Yerukula. The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
tubour, brass industry, and other traditional occu-
pations.

The temples of Uma Maheswaraswamy,
Kanchi Kamakshi, Sri Rama, Subrahmanyeswara-
swamy, and of the village deity Tummalamma are
the places of worship in the village.  The image
of Tummalamma is of 6 feet height in an awein-
piring human form.

Sri Uma Maheswaraswamy Kalyanam is cele-
brated for one dayon Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi
(February—March). Flowers and fruits are offerd
to the Lord. This festival is being celebrated
for the past 100 years, and is of local significance.
The Hindu devotees of the village congregate.
Pujari is a Saiva Brahmin with hereditary rights.
There is free feeding too.

Sri Subrahmanyeswaraswamy Kalyanam is
cclebrated for one day on Margasira Suddha Sha-
shti {(November—December). Fruits, flowers, silver
and gold articles are offered to the Lord. There
is free feeding to all. This festival isbeing celeb-
rated for the past 7 years and is of local signi-
icance. The Hindus of the village congregate.
Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary rights.

Goats, sheep and fowls are sacrificed to Tu-
minalamma during Sankranti (January) and on
Ugadi i.e., on Chaitra Suddha Padyani (March—
April). Panakam and chalimidi ave offered to the
deity. The patrons are Kshatrias, Vaisyas and
Reddics. Pujarl is a Kummari,

Sita Rama Kalyanam is celebrated on Chalira
Suddha Navami.
sourct . Sri Kalaga Venkata Ramqna, Headmas-
cer, Zilla Parishad Special Elementary
School, Ajjaram.

25. Kokaraparru—Situated on the banks of the
Vasistha, a tributary of Godavari River. at a
Jdistance of 5 miles from Tanuku. It is the home
of many a learned scholar in Sanskrit and Telugu.

pcrformed

. ) » e helieved to have
As Brahma s once believed to allcd Brah-

o e T ace € .
Yagnam hcere, there is 4 sacred Plu(‘llcd up with
magundam. This is, however, now i

1 . tCor
Vasishta. On festival days (2

the waters of of attaining

people take buath in it with the hope
salvation.

. o 4,409

The totul population of the village l:n?;ie!»:
and 1t 1s made up of the following CO“.‘“" Kam-
Caste Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisys thi‘tfzjy:ll’ed Tri-
ma, ctey Scheduled Castes (-52'0)f Sche Lof Jiveli
bes (8); and Christians. The chiet means ultural
hood of the people are '.1griculturc"
labour and other traditional occupations.

(]gl'ic

. Sita
The temples of Siva, Gopalaswamys ‘Al-

i
Ramaswamy, Subrahmanyeswara, and "f thikvam.
age deitics Kanakalamma and Nallavart Yc'.n the
ma and a church are the places of worshi[;l it
village. The images of Gopalaswamy an The
Ramaswamy are said to be very attr.zlctlye-in an
image of Kanakalamma, the village deitys 18
aweinspiring feminine form.

f
Subrahmanya Kalyanam is cclcbrawd b:‘:—
one day on Margsira Suddha Shashii (.Novcmloca
December). Lt is of ancient origin. Hmdus,pu'aff
and from ncighbouring villages, congregate: 4
is a Brahmin, Free feeding 1s arranged.

A fair isheld in connection with the festlvak.
Sweets, utensils, mirrors and combs cte. are S0

Bhajans, wmusic and lottery provide entel
tainment.

Siva Kalyanam is celebrated on Vaisﬂkg‘:
Suddha Ekadasi (April-May). Tt is being celein
rated from ancient times.  About 400 Hin(?us
and around the villags gather. A Brahmin 15 t
pujari-  The villagers collect donations an
arrange free feeding to the visitors.

A fair is held in connection with the fcsnv,al;
Sweets, utensils, mirrors and combs et€- duP
brought and sold. Magic, lottery and 80
bhajans  cater recreation to the visitors

on Chait"®

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated wamy

, . RO as
Suddha Navami (March—April) in Sita Ramé
temple.
. Na“ﬂ’
Goats and fowls are sacrificed wn in the
vati Venkamma in fulfilment of vows take
days of difficulty.

SOURCE: Sri Charla Lakshminarayana, Teacher,
Elementary Girls School, Kakaraparru.

24, Peravali—Sjtuated at a distance of 5 miles
from Tanuku Railway Station- The bus routes of
Narsapur~Nidadavole, Tanuku~Narsapur, Narsa-
pur—Bhimavaram and Khandavalli-Tadepalligu-
dem pass through this village. The boats from
Narsapur to Nidadavole also pass through this
village.

The total population of the village is 2,173
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kapu,
Settibalija, Jangam, etc.; Scheduled Castes (?75);
Scheduled Tribes (10); Muslims and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the pcople are
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other
traditional occupations.

The temples of the village are of Rama with
His stone image in human form, Anjaneyaswamy
with His stone image in the form of Hanuman,
Siva with Sivalingam and of Vishnu.

Sri Rama Navami is cclebrated for one day
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April). The
Kalyanam of the Lord is celebrated with much
eclat. Bhajans are performed. In the nigt.xt the
Lord is taken in procession around the village.
The Hindu devotees of the village take part in

the festival. Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary
rights. Panakam is distributed to all present.

SOURCE: Sri Sista Venkaia Subrahmanyam, Tea-

cher, Zilla Parishad Elementary School,
Peravali.

25.  Mukkamala—Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from Peravali on the Nidadavole~Narsapur bus
Toute and 8 miles from Tanuku.

The total population of the village is 4,258
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu,
Ediga, Chakali, Mangali, Kummari, etc., Sche-
duled Castes (675)—Madiga, Mala; Scheduled
Tribes (18)—Yerukula; and Christians.  The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
c‘,‘““re, agricultural labour, trade and other tra-
ditional occupations.
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The temples of Siva, Vishnu, Someswara-
swamy, Kesavaswamy and of village deities Chin-
talamma and Gonthemma are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

Sri Someswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
for 15 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi (January—
February). Pcople have much faith in the powers
of Someswaraswamy. It is said locally that a
person, who had once stolen the Trisulam of the
Lord, suffered from high fever and could get
relief only after placing it back in its original
place after repenting for his fault. He regu-
larly performs seva to the Lord in Kartikam (Oc-
tober—November). Kalyanam, sulateertham, rat-
hothsavam are the rituals of the festival. Cocoa-
nuts, bananas, pumnkins and bunches of cocoa-
nuts are offered to the Lord. The devotees take
river bath, observe fasting and jagarana. This
festival is being celebrated from ancient times
and is of local significance. About 5,000 Hindus,
local and from the ncighbouring villages, congre-
gate. Pujari is a2 Thammala Brahmin. There is
free feeding to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 15 days. About 5,000 people, local and from
the neighbouring villages, congregate. Eatables,
utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, Ayurvedic
drugs, pictures, photos, books, toys, mill and
handloom cloth, blankets and tape are brought
and sold.

Dramas, leather puppet doll plays, acrobats,
and whirling-wheels afford entertainment to the
visitors. Pandals are erected for the occasion.

Kesavaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated for 6
days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Padya-
mi  (January-February). On Purnima there is
Chakrateertham i.e., the Lord is taken in a palan-
quin to the river in procession. Cocoanuts, fru-
its and pumpkins are offered. Local Hindus con-
gregate. Pujari is Vaishnava Brahmin.

Chintalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
during Sankranti (13th, to 15th of January). It
was the practice for a woman of a Mangali family
to be possessed by Ammavaru Chintalamma,
While possessed, the woman would be swinging
her hzad forwards and backwards and this is
generally known as vunufa or vuguta. The women
was getting possessed and her husband did not
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like it. At the first beat of the drum tor Amma-
varu puja in the temple at the centre of the strect,
the girl would forget her normal dutics and sur-
roundings and get possessed which the husband
tried to stave off by performing seva to Amma-
varu. The deity made it clear that possession,
which was o family tradition, could not be avoid-
¢d. He therefore, became disgusted and married
another girl. During the month of Jatara, she
fasts. Sevalu are performed for a month. Chali-
midi and panakam are offered. Goats, sheep and
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. Fowls are offe-
red to the person possessed by the deity and he
cuts the throats of the birds with bis teeth. On
Kanumu day, a pig is buried in the carth upto its
neck and buffaloes are made to walk over the
head of the pig. Kumbham is poured on the
boundaries of the village. The devotecs take
river bath and observe fasting and jagarana during
the Jatara. It is being celebrated from old times
and is confined to the village. The Hindus of
the village congregate. The patrons are the vil-
lagers and sevas are performed by Chakalis, Man-
galis and Kummaris.

The observance of Gonthemma Panduga by
Malas is a special feature in this village. Both
men and women of the community don several
garbs and go about begging for contributions from
the other communities. This is the only occasion
when the members of that community go about
begging. With that money they perform, in their
houses, Gonthemma Panduga at the time of Atla
Tadiya i. e., ASviyuja Bahula Tadiya (September—
October).

Ankam Perantalu is another local observan-
ce among the Kammas. Just before marriage,
the bride and the bridegrocom perform puja to
Ankam Perantalu. This Ankam Perantalu was the
loving, dutiful and exemplary wife of a Kamma
youth,who was living on the other side of River
Godavari and coming to her every c¢vening. He
uszd to cmploy an empty washerman’s pot to
swim across the river as a float. One day he had
taken an unburnt pot, which melted in water in
the middle of the river, and the young man was
washed away. The wife, unable to bear the sorrow
of separation, committed suicide. She is belicved
to have become a Devata and is called by the
name Ankam Perantalu- The KXammas believe
that unless the new couple worship Her before
marriage, the marriage would not be happy and
prosperous.

Jwalatoranothsavam in Siva temple 18 celeb-
; ; .- e-
ated on Kartika Suddha Purnima (October-NoV
mber).

Sri B. Kameswara Raos Headmaster,
Zilla Parishad Elementary Schoeols
Mukamala.

2. Sri K. Rama Gopalakrishna Murthy
B. A., Senior Telugu Pandil. S.K.P-
V V. Hindu High Schools Vijaya
wada-2.

SOURCE : I,

26. Khandavalli-—Situated at a distance .Of 8
miles from Tanuku. [t is a very uncicng village.
Copper sheets with the seript of some uncmntlaﬂg;
guage and objects of archaeological illlpOr‘flnc
were found here in excavations, which are saldlto
belong to Andhra rulers. This village 18 cal ‘fn
Panchalingakshctram because of five Lingams lle
Markandeswara-Mrukandeswaraswamy t € m P ;
It is observed that the temples with five h'ngatr:‘is
are found only at Kasi, Rajahmundry ‘_‘“d in t nt
village. The River, Vasishta Godavarl, bfougo
down by the sage Vasishta, flows by the side ar
this village and recaches the Bay of Bengal né
Narsapur,

The total population of the village 1S 746150
and it is made up of the following Con“““f“““.;
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Semb.a rf
etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,229) ~ Adi Andhra; aeli-
Scheduled Tribes (53). The chief means of l]wural
hood of the people are agriculture, agricy t
jabour and other traditional occupations.

. $
The temples of Vcnugopﬂluswamy_mt.h :Inll;
stone image; Markandeswara with Sl"'a]m.%age
12 temples of Rama and the temples of V! 0
deities Poleramma and Sakthi are the places
worship in the village.

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam 18 'Cele;:;‘:_
ted for 5 days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi 10 (hsa®
nima. (January—February). There is ratho and-
vam also. Cocoanuts, flowers, fruits and P’ e
kam are offered. This festivalis being.cc‘ebr‘i
since the inception of the village and 18 ©
significance. Trustees appointed by
ments Board look after the arrangements
festival.  About 2 to 3 thousand Hindus, ate:
and from the neighbouring villages congreé
Pujari is a Vaishnava Brahmin.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days. FEatables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors,
combs, pictures, photos, books, toys, cloth and

agricultural implements etc., are brought and
sold.

Harikatha and purana kalakshepams, circus,
dramas, and whirling wheels afford entertainment
te the visitors. Pandals are crected.

Sri Markandeswaraswamy Kalyanam is ccle-
brated for 5 days from Magha Bahula Dasami to
Chathurdasi (January~February). The devotees ob-
serve fast. The kalyanam is being celebrated
stnce the inscription of the village. About 2,000
devout Hindus, local and from the neighbouring
viliages, gather.

A fair is held for 5 days in connection with
tf}e festival, Utensils, laterns, mirrors, combs,
Pictures, photos, books, mill ¢loth and agricultu-
ral implements etc., are brought and sold.

Harikathas, dramas and puranas cater rec-
reation to the visitors.

Sakthi Teertham is celebrated for 9 days
fron? Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March—
April).  The devotees prepare sweets and offer
the same as naivedyam at homes. This Teertham
Is being celebrated since the origin of the village.
The Hindus local and from the neighbouring vill-
ages congregate. A Brahmin is the pujari.

‘ A fair is held in connection with the festival
or 9 days. Sweets, utensils, lanterns, mirrors,

Sol‘;bs’ pictures, photos etc., are brought and
old,

da Poleramma Teertham is celebrated for 15
(A)’S'irom Vaisakha Suddha Padyami to Purnima
oﬁ‘zn ~May). Flowers, fruits and panakam are
to t{led and goats, sheep and fowls are sacrificed
offer eddeny. 'At homes sweets are prepgred a'nd
heldef as nazvefiyam. This Teertham 1is pemg
acres rcf)m the origin of the village. There is 12
Hinduo Inam lan’d attached to this deity. All
is a castes participate in the festival. Pujari
Kapu belonging to Asadi sect.

A fair is held for 9 days. Swects, utensils,

o s, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, and
¥s are brought and sold.

lante
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Dramas, whirling-wheels, Harikathas and cir-
cus atford entertainment.

Sri Rama Ekaham is celebrated during Kar-
tika Suddha Ekadasi and Bahula Ekadasi (October—
November). Bhajans are performed on that and
on the following days. The devotees, local and
from the neighbouring villages take part and sing
devotional songs. Loud speakers are arranged.

There are samaradhanas for 10 times during this
month.

SOURCE:  Sri Gandikota Ramasomayajulu, Head-

master, Zilla Parishad Boys School, Khan-
davalli.

27. Thurpu Vipparru—sSituated at a distance of 7
miles from the Tanuku Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 3,111
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus~Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Settibali-
ja> Telukula, Kamsali, Mangali, Chakali, Sale etc.;
Scheduled Castes (308)~Madiga, Mala; and Sche-
duled Tribes (25). The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
trade, weaving and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Uma Malleswaraswamy, Sat-
yanarayanaswamy, Rama and Mallamma are the
places of worship in the village. The village
deity Mallamma is depicted as riding a tiger with
a sword and frisulam in her hands. The temple of
Satyanarayanaswamy was built in 1910 A.D. by
Smt. Pallipatla Subbamma who also donated some
lands to the temple.

The festival of the village deity, Mallamma,
is celebrated for a month from 16th December to
15th January. On the night of January 14th, sevas
on large scale are performed with music. On 15th
of January the devotees prepare burelu and garelu
and offer naivedyam to the deity. Sevas are per-
formed every Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday
during the month of festivity. The devotees offer
rice, fruits, pasupu, kumkum, blouse pieces,
chalimidi, panakam and vadapappu to the deity. 1t
is being celebrated since the origin of the village
and is of local significance. Sri Kona Apparao
celebrates this festival by collecting donations
from the villagers. The Hindus of the village con-
gregate. Pujariis a Kummari. There is free feeding
too.



iple are agriculture, 1‘&'“““‘“‘”“‘1 labour and
pee arc ¢

other traditional occupations.

; Rama, a temple of Mada-

Two temples of Sr ‘
o church are the places of

pagopalaswamy and a
worship in the village.

Mudnnngopalusw;amy Kalyanam ls cclcbrup:d
for 5 days frowm Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima
(March——April,, About 1,000 devotees, loc'al . ;'md
from neighbouring villages, congrcgu.tc. Pujan' s a
Vykhanasa of Gowthamasa gotram VYltll hereditary
rights. Fruits are offered to the deity. Prasadam

1s distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days. Sweets, utensils, mirrors and combs,
pictures and pliotos are brought and sold.

Harikathas and dramas afford entertainment
to the visitors. Drama troupes from Tanuku,
Tenali and Vijayawada stage plays here during
this period.

SOURCE: Sri Purighalla Apparao, Headmaster,
Mallipudi.

33, N. Rameswaram—Situated at a distance of
2 miles from Manchili Railway Station on the
Nidadavole—Narsapur branch line of the
Southern Railway and 14 miles from Tanuku. It
is said that Sr1 Rama in order to get the sin of
having killed Ravana expiated, installed a Siva-
lingam of shells and conches here. It was there-
fore called Natharameswaram (natha is snail in
Telugu). 1t is also said that Parasurama, after
killing his mother Renukadevi at the behest of his
father, used to take bath in the Gosthani river
where he installed a Sivalingam also.

The total population of the village is 1,632 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Reddy, Vaisya, Settibalija etc; Schedul-
ed Castes (179); and Scheduled Tribes (12). The
chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculturc and agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Rameswaraswamy and
Gogulamma are the places of worship.

Mahasivaratri festival is celebrated in Rames-
wafaswamy temple for 5 days from Magha Bahula
Triodasi (January-February). It is being celeb-
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rated from olden days. About 20,000 devotecs,
tocal and from the neighbouring villages, congres
gate.  Harikathas and  dramas are pcrformCd'
There is free feeding also.  The devotees take
bath in the Gosthani river and attend the rathoth-
savam.

A fair is held in connection with the "Cstiyal
for 5 days near the temple.  Sweets, utc“_S’Ls’
Janterns, picturcs and photos, mill-cloth, "‘g”c.‘ﬂ—
tural implements, and toys of carth and wood ar¢
brought and sold. Devasthanam choultry an
other choultrics exist, besides crection of pand'cllS
at the time of festival. Harikathas, dramas an
swings afford entertainment to the visitors-

Gogulamma Jatara is cclebrated every yeafl
and during the Jatara some of the dcvotees © .er
fowls to the deity., Pujari is a Kumman wit
hereditary rights.

. ive

SOURCE : Sri B. Venkata Naryana Execul [

. . (4

Officer, Sri Rameswaraswamy temp’®s
Natharameswaram.

34 Manchili—Sityated on the: bus routes from
Tanuku to Bhimavaram and from TadepauigUdem
to Koderu; it is a Railway Station 100 on a
Nidadavole-Narsapur branch line of the Souther
Railway.

ge is 3;413

The total population of the vilia st

and it is made up of the following commup (o)
Caste Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatnd, en;i’
Scheduled Castes(471); Scheduled Tribes (3) 2

- . i e
Christians, The chief mecans of livcllhoo.d ° trt;l
people are  agriculture and  agricult?
labour.

Sri

The temples of Sri Chaya Someswara al-
Rama Satyanarayana and of village de!V .
lalamma and a church are the places of wors
in the village.

Pallalamma Jatara is celebrated for o%
on the the first Tuesday after Vaisakha
Purnima (April-May). It is being celebit
since ancient times. About 2,000 Hindus © a
village and of the ncighbouring villages Congregjar’
‘.Nithout any distinction of caste or crce¢ P,uafy
1s 2 Kummari with Inam lands and heredi®

Plate V :

A view of Rameswaraswamy temple,

—Courtesy : Executive Officer, Rameswaraswamy temple, N. Rameswaram
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Sri Satyanarayanaswamy and Uma Malleswa-
ra Kalyunams arc celebrated for 5 days frox‘n
Magha Suddha Lkadasi (January—February). These
are being celebrated for the past 35 years and are
confined to the village. Pujaris are Brahmins,
There is free feeding to all.

Sri Sita Rama Kalyanam is celebrated for 5
days from Chaitra Suddha Navami. Sri Kona Appa-
tao arranges free fecding with his own funds.
Dramas, Harikathas and music performances afford
entertainment.

Gonthemma Panduga is celebrated by th.c
Mala community with great pomp.  All communi-
ties take part in the festival.

SOURCE; Sri Vipparthi Venkata Lakshmi Narasim-
hamurthy, Teacher, Zilla Parishad Elemen-

tary School, Thurpu Vipparu.

28. Aijtampudi—Situated at a distance of about 5
miles from Tanuku.

The population of the village is 1,057 and it
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (101). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa-
tions.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for
one day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—
December). About two to three hundred Hindus

of the village congregate without any distinction
caste or creed-

A fair is held with a few shops selling eatab-
les and toys.

SOURCE = Statement of fairs and festivals furnished

by the Superintendent of Police, West
Godavari District.

29. Surampudi—Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from Tanuku. This village known in the past as
Surasanipet was located to the north-east of the
present site. While the soil was being dug out
for use in the fields, some gold rods were said to
have been found; some relics of old wells, founda-
tions of houses and bricks were also reported to

have been discovered.  The big .brlcks U*}:‘in‘dﬂi
foundations of gudidibba and an mwgc of llage-
with broken head are prescrved in the v-l-}:cpt
Some huge broken images discovered here lﬂ;“ will-
under a big banyan tree in the centre of th nd
age.  Some of the villagers :\ppl)-’ pqs“{’“ do-
kumkum to these images and offer fruits an the
wers as naivedvam and  distribute them to ,
children,

c is l,.522

The total population of the villag iles

and it is made of the following commt Kapts
Caste Hindus— Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshat_rlar;,i n‘g‘dli§
Karnibhakta, Golla, Chakali, Kummari, ahqmu;
Scheduled Castes (351)— Arundhatiyd, Pi-mcl';\oo
and Christians. The chicf means of hvel;bour
of the people are agriculture, agricultural

and other traditional occupations.

. . Sita,

The temple of Rama with thcllmageh ;Dach of
Rama, Lakshmana and Hanuman 1s ?he rphall for
worship in the village. There is a praye
Christians,

or one day

Kalya-

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated f'
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (Murch—AP“\) o also-
nam is celebrated and there s P“’CCSS‘O?S an
Flowers, fruits, chalimidi, panakam, cheHindus
cooked rice are offercd to the Lord: Thc, tinction
of the village congregate without any dis
of caste.

Siddhi Ganapati Navaratrulu ar i 1o
for 10 days fl'();l)ﬂ Bhadrapada Suddha Chi‘;v”P
Triodasi (August-September). Aradhand 4 fru-
formed twice a day for 9 days. Flowers 2 illage
its are offcred. The Hindu devotees of ‘hf: P
congregate,  Scrvices of a Brahmin puj?gstival-
requisitioned to perform pujas during the
am”.(,simha—

SOURCE :  Sri Maddala Tirumala Venkal

charyulu, Surampudi.

fur-

‘6 fu
30. Kavalipuram— Sityated at a distance of 6 ¢
longs from Tanuku—Bhimavaram bus 1'0utci.lelangi
nearest railway stations are Velpuru an.d of the

"on the Narsapur—Nidadavole branch line
Southern Railway.

. 11 the d¢°

As Sri Rama in his expedition 10 ‘-(r‘,:clf here

mon Thataki is belicved to have hid ~hluth of the
behind a huge earthen mound to the SO

T

village and watched her, this village got the name

Kavalipuram (in Telugu, kavali means to keep
watch).

The total population of the village is 1,746
and it is made up of the following communities :
Castc Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Kamma,
Kapu, Kummari, Mangali, Chakali, Settibalija,
Padmasale; Scheduled Castes (157)-Madiga, Mala;
Scheduled Tribes (19); Muslims and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditi-
onal occupations.

The temples of Bhimeswaraswamy and village
deity Paillammau, a mosque and a church are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Bhimeswaraswamy Kalyanamahothsavam
is celebrated for 5 days from Magha Bahula Eka-
dasi 10 Amavasya (January—February). This fes-
tival is being celebrated for the past 20 years and
15 of local significance. The Hindu residents of
the village congregate. During the festival in the

nights, there are Harikathas, burrakathas and
dramas,

Paillamma Jatara is celebrated on Deepavalﬁ.
Sheep and fowls are sacrificed. This festival is
being celebrated for the past 50 years and iS_Of
local significance. The Hindu residents of the \.”H-
age congregate, A few devotees from the neigh-
bouring villages also gather to see the Jatara.
Pujari is a Kummari with hereditary rights.

SOURCE:  Sri Bhagavathula Satyagangadharam, Head-
master, Panchayat Samithi Elementary
School, Kavalipuram.

31.

Somaraju Illindalaparru— Sjtuated at a  dist-
ance of 2 miles from Relangi Railway Station
on the Narsapur—Nidadavole branch line of the
Southern Railway and 6 miles from Tanuku. It
15 on the banks of the River Gosthani, a tributary
of the Godavari river. This village was named
200 years ago as Somaraju [Ilindalaparru, after

oue Pusuluri Somaraju who was a great devotee
and a poet. '

The population of the village is 2,147 and it
's made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, Reddi, Kapu,
Settibalija, etc., Scheduled Castes (179); and
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Scheduled Tribes (14). The chief means of live-

lihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Temples of Someswara, Agastheeswara, Go-
palaswamy and of village deity Danamma are the
places of worship in the village-

Danamma festival is celebrated for 3 days
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March~April). This
festival is being celebrated for the past 100 years.
It is of iocal significance. About 3,000 people,
local and from the neighbouring villages, congre=
gate. Pujari is a Kummari with hereditary rights.
Fowls are sacrificed to the deity in fulfilment of
vows. ‘Siribandi Thripputa’, community feasts,
distribution of prasadam, and chalivendras are the
important items of the festival. The animal sac-
rifice is the last part of the festival.

A fair is held in connection with this festi-
val for 3 days. This is being held for the past
100 years, in the centre of the village. About 3,000
persons congregate. Eatables, utensils, lanterns,
torchlights, mirrors and combs, pictures and pho-
tos, cloth, toys etc. are brought and sold in the

fair. Whirling wheels and dramas afford enter-
tainment to the visitors.

SOURCE :  Sri Podila Viswanathasarma, Headmaster,
Panchayat Samithi Special ~Elementary
School, Somaraju Illindalaparru.

32. Mallipudi—Situated at a distance of 3 miles

from the Manchili Railway Station on the Nida-
davole—Narsapur branch line of the Southern
Railway, one mile from Rameswaram bus stage
and 14 miles from Tanuku. There were in the
past gardens of jasmincflowers in this village
dedicated to Sri Uma Vasuki Ravi Someswara-
swamy in Juthiga village, which is only 2 fur-

longs away from here. It was therefore called

Mallipudi (in Telugu malli means Jasmine flowers).

The population of the village is 2,142
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Reddi, Kummari, Man-
gali, Chakali, Kamsali, Saie, Uppara, Kshatria,
Scttibalija etc.; Scheduled Castes (379)—Madiga,
Mala etc.; Scheduled Tribes (10)—Yerukula and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
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[egil:;s‘ Fruits and palaharams are offered to the
omml: 'ctlhcl cvening one person ls made Siri
made (idol of prosperity). A horizontal beam
beam to rotate round and round at lh.c top of
1o endvemcﬂny ﬁch to the earth. He is tied to
und 'm?f the horizontal beam, which turns
row "‘t h(. round :fnd ll.xc people in crowd
ohi U Mm plantain fruits. Those that succeed
ithlltfn.g him, it is supposed, would be favoured
Siri (Drosperity) during the ensuing year.

" /;\ fair is held in conncction with the festival
d the temple. Sweets, lanterns, mirrors, combs
toys are brought and sold. ‘

URCE: . ,
CE: Sri Chitta Venkata Sreeramachandramurthy,

Teacher, Manchili.

——

o P —Siited ot a din

am Attili Railway Station on

andrsilgur- branch line of the S§uthern Railway
miles from Tanuku town . @\%;{,’S’

A ¢

The total population of the

and i ‘et
It 1s made up of the following X QUwnuUnIties: o

C: i ' "
aste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Gowida, Ksfidt-"

rl . e ;O
le?i’ géldga, etc; Scheduled Castes (404); Schédu-
of Ii Tl?es (44); and Christians. The chief means
. Velihood of the people are agriculture and
8ricultural 1aboyr.

the ']fhe temples of Siva and Mutyalamma are
Places of worship in the village. There are

the ima .
. ges of S . ..
Sivalayam. iva, Parvati and Ganapathi in the

Pha} Siva Kalyanam is celebrated for 5 days from
8Una Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (February—

May 5
yeargha),;d .It is being celebrated for the past 5
of the vij Is confined to the village. The Hindus

threy, .. B¢ COngregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of
Yasa gotram. Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE . .
CSri D, Subrahmanyam, Teacher, Attili.

36, .

milesSk;:-merapuram‘Situated at a distance of 10

and 11 Orln Tanuku, 8 miles from Bhimavaram

Nidag; Mmiles from Aravilli Railway Station on
avo]e"Nafsapur line.

* J
BiYage is 2,176~

' Skinnerapuram which is known in usage as
Kinnarapuram was founded in 1801 A.D. by
Vemuri Ramayya Panthulu, who was working as
Shirastdar under Collector of Bandar District.
As a result of his idea this village had been
formed by taking off some lands from the neigh-
bouring villages of Mogallu, Korukollu, Unikili
and Aravilli. The new village was named after

Skinner, the Collector.

The population of the village is 1,198
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Chakali, Golla, Kapu,
Settibalija etc; Scheduled Castes (212);—Madiga,
Mala, etc; Scheduled Tribes (19)—-Yerukulas;
and Chirstians. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural

labour.

A temple each of Sri Rameswaraswamy, Sri
W copalaswamy and 3 temples of Sri Rama are

Naces of worship in the village. Thereis the
afe deity Poleramma also.

% Poleramma festival is celebrated for one day
ih G Fgham (January~February), This festival is
§ held for the past 100 years and is of local
People from the neighbouring vil-

e
lages also congregate.

Sri Rameswaraswamy and Sri Venugopala-
swamy festivals are celebrated for 3 days from
Magha Suddha Panchami to Saptami (January-Feb-
ruary). These festivals are of local significance.
2,000 Hindus, local and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate. Lord’s Kalyanam is perfor~
med in both the temples according to Saivite and
Vaishnavite practices separately. Pujari is one
Sri Buddhu Satyanarayana, a Velanati Brahmin.
There is free feeding also. Prasadam is distribu-

ted to all.

During festival of the kalyanam that lasts
for 3 days, vedaparayana, Sundarakanda parayana,
Suryanamaskarams, abhishekams and kumkum pujas

are performed.

A fair is held for 3 days in the temple com-

pound itself. Eatables, cocoanuts and bananas

are brought and sold.
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Dramas, dances and bhajans afford entertain-
ment to the visitors.

sOURCE: Sri Balam Simhadri Veera Venkata Satya-
narayana Moorthi, S|o B. Joganna, Tea-
cher Panchayat Samithi Elementary School,
Skinnerapuram.

37. Unikili—Situated at a distance of 4 furlongs
from Aravilli Railway Station on the Nidadavole
—~Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway
and 15 miles from Tanuku town,

The total population of the village is 4,081
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Kamma, Chakali, Man-
gali, Uppara, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria,
Kapu etc.; Scheduled Castes (107)—Adi Andhra;
Scheduled Tribes (5)—VYerukulas; and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the people arc
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva, Vishnu,
Umamaheswara and the village deity Paltalamma

and a church are the places of worship in the
village.

Umamaheswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebra-
ted for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi to
Amavasya (January—~February). It is being celeb-
rated for the past 12 years. The devotees, local
and from the neighbouring villages, congregate.
Pandals are erected and decorated with clectric
lights. There is free feeding to all.  Bhajans and
Harikathas provide entertainment to the visitors,

Pallalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
after Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May).
Pujari is a Kummari with hereditary rights. Ani-
mal sacrifices are made. This festival is being
celebrated for the past 12 years.

Sri Madhavaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated

for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to
Purnima (February—March) in Vishnu temple.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Kalyanamis celeb-
rated for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi 1o
Amavasya (Januzxry-—February) in Siva temple

SOURCE: Sri Vitala Ramadurgaiah, Headmaster,

Unikili.

38, Aravilli-Situated at a distance of I mile tronl
the Aravalli Railway Station on the Nid:ldllYOl'c\
Narsapur branch  line of the Southern Railway
and 14 miles from tanuku town by road.

The population of the village is 4,200 dni:t
is made up of  the following c.ommulllt' ‘u.'
Caste Hindus=Brahmin,Reddi, Chakal?, Kamn\‘/‘-‘ris:
Mangali, Sale, Kummari, Kamsali, Uppard, 'étes
ya, Kshatria, Yadava, etc; SCthul?d '-Ci:n's.
(521)—-Adi Andhra, ctc; Mushms and Chris are
The chief means of livelihood of the people ‘1‘ i-
agriculture, agricultural labour, and other tré
tional occupations,

The temples of Rama, Vishnu, Sivit, Gnan;:::
Markandeya, Subrahmanycswara, Anjancyd, hip
akadurga and a church arc the places of wort
in the village.

celebrated

Vemana Jayanthiis the festival
mana Jay r—=January/’s

for one day in Pushyam (Deccmbe nora-
usually on the 18th of January, in C(’mmelwrow
tion of the great poet, Yogi Vemani. Hf s
Aataveladi (a type of composition of poum.)b‘:.mon
which impart numerous morals. The ‘fc“' )‘froﬂ\
of this festival is believed to protect the Vlnng,br,nc
the danger of fire. This festival s Cd.m;;;d s
chiefly by the Reddis for the past 50 years village
of local significance. ‘Ilie residents of the Pujari
belonging to all communitics congregate. the
is a Kummari with hereditary rights. .Durlﬂ%mm
Jayanthi, his life history 1x narrated in the

of Harikathas and lectures.

. ish=
Kanaka Durga Jatara is celebrated m’ tjm;fe
tam (May—June)., Fowls, sheep and godfi‘cre .
sacrificed.  Cocoanuts and bananas are © nai=
The devotees decorate theiv houses and offer
vedyam tc the deity.

d on Mars
cember/:
Utsava®

Subrahmanya Shasht s cclebrate ‘
gasira  Suddha Shashti (Nnvcmhcf*D"
Gonthiclamma Panduga and Paidamma
are the other festivals of the village.

There is a choultry in the village:
- v > Arav‘.;li.
SOURCE : Sri Sarti Mangi Reddy, Teachels

39. Polamuru—Sjruated at a distance of
from Manchili Railway Station on the

vole—Narsapur branch line of the Southern Rail-
way and 18 miles from Tanuku town.

The population of the village is 4,712 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Kummari, Mangali, Vaisya,
Chakali, Senapathi, Settibalija, etc; Scheduled
Castes (636); Scheduled Tribes (14); and Chris-
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

The temples of Markandeswaraswamy and
Pattabhi Ramaswamy are the places of worship
in the village. There is also a temple of Subrah-
manyaswamy in the compound of the first
temple and the image is in the form of a
serpent inscribed on stone. There is an image of
Anjaneyaswamy also in the second temple. At
timcs Sri Subrahmanyaswamy is reported to give
darshan 1o the villagers in the form of a serpent
going round the image of Subrahmanyaswamy in
the temple. There are the village deities Polera-
mma and Mahankalamma.

Subrahmanya Shasti is celebrated for one day
on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November—Decem-
ber). It is being celebrated from ancient times.
The Hindus of the village partichate in the fes-
tival.  Pyjari is a Adisaiva Dravida Brahmin of
Vasista gorram with hereditary rights.

Hanumajjayanthi Utsavam is celebrated for
one day on Margasira Suddha Triodasi (November=
December). It is of ancient orgin and local sig-
nificance. The Hindu residents of the viliage congre-
gate. Pujariis a Vykhanasa Brahmin of Gowthamasa
gotram with hereditary rights.

Mahankalamma and Polcramma Jataras are
celebrated for 4 days from Vaisakha Bahula Amava-
sya (April—May). These are also being celebrated
Tom ancient times. The devotees of the village
congregate without any distinction.

SOURCE:  Sri Y. Suryanarayanamurthy, Teacher,
Polamuru,

40.' Penumantra —gjtyated at a distance of 23
niles from the Manchili Railway Station on the

arsapur—Nidadavole branch line of the Southern
Railway, This village can be approached from

103

Nidadavole through Gosthani river canal by boat
100,

The total population of the village is 7,286
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria, etc;
Scheduled Castes (1,170); and Scheduled Tribes
(26). The chief means of livelihood of the peo-

ple are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

Temples of Sri Umamaheswara, Sri Sita
Ramaswamy and Bezwada Kanakadurga are the
places of worship in the village.

Kanaka Durga Jatara, otherwise known as
Ammavari Teertham, is celebrated on Chaitra
Suddha Purnima {March=April). About 4,000
devotees, local and from the neighbouring villa-
ges, congregate. Patrons are Reddys and pujaris
are Brahmins. Pujas are also performed to the
deity Kanakadurga by the villagers during Sank-
ranthi festival. Fowls, sheep and goatsare sacri-
ficed. Cocoanuts, chalimidi, panakam, vahanams,

garagalu, sarces, silver eyes, chains etc. are offer-
ed to the deity-

A fairis held for 1 day on Chaitra Suddha
Purnima. Eatables, mirrors, combs, song-books;
etc. are brought and sold.

Sri Sita Ramaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April). The
pujari is a Vaishnava of Bhardwajasa gotram.

Umamaheswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi (Feb-
ruary—March). There would be bhajans, Harika-
thas and dramas during this period. The pujari is
a Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram.

During the festival days, some devotees take
the water of River Uttara Vahini Gosthani to
their respective homes, where old people and
children drink that water with a view to sanc-
tity attached to it.

SOURCE: Sri D. R. Narayanaraju, Teacher, Panch-

ayat Samithi Elementary School, Penu-
manira.

41. Juttiga—Sijtuated at a distance of 3 miles from
the Manchili Railway Station on the Nidadavole-
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Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway
and 14 miles from Tanuku town.

The population of the village is 2,792 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of caste
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (232); Scheduled Tribes
(5). The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The temples of Sri Subrahmanyaswamy, Jana-
rdanaswamy, Kala Bhairarva, Durga, Kumara-
swamy, Veerabhadraswamy, Kamakshi, Anjanc-
yaswamy, and Vasuki Ravi Someswaraswamy are
the places of worship in the village. The image
of Vasuki RaviSomeswaraswamy isa swayambhu
Sivalingam. This Sivalingam is famous as onc
of the twelve Jyothirlingams and is known as

Ghasmeswara Lingam. Rameswaralingan at

Natha Rameswarm of this taluk is said 1o
be the younger Dbrother of the Lingam
that is here. Itis said that the festival

due to be celebrated at Juttiga is celebrated at

Natha Rameswaram at the behest of Ghasme-
swara of Juttiga.

Mahasivaratri festivalis celebrated for 5 days
from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January—Febry-
ary). The place where the festival is held s consi-
dered to be very sacrad as it is on the banks of
River Uttara Vashini Gosthani. ¢ i being
celebrated from ancient times and ig of local sig-
nificance. The local Hindus and of the neighbour-
ing villages congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin wiy},
hereditary rights. The hcreditary trustees are of
Santhiraju families. Fasting ang jagarana are
observed. Lakshaptri pujas are performed. There
would bea procession accompanied by the beatin
of drums and music. Abhishekam, and pujas are pcrg-
formed to the Swamy. Flowers, fruits. cocoanus
are offered.  Dramas, Harikathas and puranakql \
kshepams are held and there ig free f“'ding ahoa-
SOURCE:  Sri Vajipeyayajula Ven

. atesswarly R
cher, Juttiga. » Tea

42. Kantheru—Situated at o dista
by cart track from Penugond, Which is on T,
nuku~Narsapur_bus rout.e_ Tanuky i the ncmd:
est railway station to this village Al

nce of 3 miles

The population of tl}e village i 1,950 and i,
is made up of th.c following Communitieg. Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Reddy, Kapu, Setritarer.

4 ndhatiyd;
Scheduted Castes (495)—Punchum.\.h/i\effumcans 5
and Scheduled Tribes=16. The.‘ Tlurc " nd agri-
livelihood of the people are agricd
culture lubour.

eswara’

The temples of Gopuhhw“.l‘.ly(;x'S(:S':-i Rama
swamy, Anjancya and 3 ‘cmP‘L;" la Venkamma
and of the viltage deities l’ud““ ‘ the places 9
Mulagalamma and Muml;\'mmu ‘tiznd connecte
worship in the village. the led is told thus:
with the deity Paddala Vcnkrmmf‘y bassing thro-
‘ er on horse
as to what
to whieb
thn thCy

.4 the bags
cd - the

Some pepper mierchants were m}c o
ough the village with bags of phlpcm
backs. At Kantheru, a girl asked l,] s
was being carnied on the horse backs,
they replicd that it was black -
reached their destination »:md ;’P‘;‘ pram
they found to their surprist t;{‘t:]iqing t
place of the costly pepper. t‘ru was
gitl who accosted themat K.;n'uhc ®
narya girl but a Devata (divine ?O'f t’
back 1 this village and prayed that 1 o onst-
rcconverted into pepperTs they vwck pep
ruct a temple for her. They got ba

they constructed ¢
“AshtaPadmala Venkamma 7
ved to have had been pliymg o
the girls of the place.

gra n.

qeple pumag o clie*
tcn p "['hi, dclty 1S b , h
{hese days

4la venka™
The Jatara of the village dc"FY Pc‘;d“,:;:,m any”
ma is celebrated cvery your durl_"% ?L:ﬁg ents fthz
ary—February) on a Sunday_‘ The T are Cdd:c
village congregate  The chicf putr?m}”y of tis
and the pujari is appointed 10““?‘ “‘ ambald .
festival day.  On the festival day it saffr?
decoratzd in the form of the deity ¥
sari.  He holds a sword inone har;_
forms dance to the accompaniment :’l
he goes about in procession through ‘“ fowlS: e
At that time, the devotees offer sma A“t

Cthem away: al

bites their throats and throws thert do § .

e fowls and sheep @n pan?

devotees sacrifice fowls and § qakam a0 ob
vedyam. Some take chalimidi; pan@s= . d

u
ig distn
nas to the temple. Prasadam

, . villagers:
the following morning to the villag

5
fof
R brated e
Sri Thyagaraju testival s C?r“c com cmo;of
days from January 25th to 29”? : rcnowﬂc fot
tion of Thyagiraj, the great sai

his music and songs. This is being
the past 8 years,  Musicians an

p a
distant places come, give perforny

cc“br.att fro®.
Gramatis® s

Mulagalamma  Jatara is celebrated in
Magham (January~February).

SOURCE: Kadali Purushotham, Kantheru.

43. Bhatlamogutur—Sjtyated at a distance of 3
furlongs from Nallajerla—Koderu road, 6 miles
from Manchili Railway Station on Nidadavole~
Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway and
9 miles from Tanuku. It is said this village was
assigned as agraharam to the poets and pandits by
a Chola King. It is also said that Rajaraja Nar-
endra, the great Chalukyan Emperor built two tem-

ples, one for Narendraswamy and thc other for
Gopalaswamy.

The population of the village is 1,086 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus-—Brahmin, Bhatraju, Chakali, Mangali
etc; Scheduled Castes (217) — Adi Andhra; Sche-
duled Tribes (6) and Christians. The chief means

of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

The temples of Narendraswamy, VenugOPal_a'
swamy, Sri Rama and Thyagaraja and of the vil-

lage deity Polcramma are the places of worship in
the village,

Poleramma festival is celebrated for one day
in Pushyam (December—January). Jatara is celeb-
rated in an area of 4,000 square yards under a
peepul tree, which is called Ammavari Pitam.

Chalimidi and panakam, cocoanuts, bananas, fowls
and goats are offered to the deity. On that day
the devotees observe fasting also. About 2,000
Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
Congregate. The villagers are the patrons.

A fair is held in connection with the festivgl.
Sweets, utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pic-
tures, photos, mill-cloth, toys of carth and wood
and other things are brought and sold. Boarding

and lodging facilities arc available to the
Pilgrims,

Sri Thyagaraja Aradhana Utsavam is celeb-
fated for 5 days in Magham (January—February).
Thig Aradhana was first started in 1935 by the
Ate Srikantham Gangaraju, a renowned Mrudanga
vidwan of thjs place. This is celebrated in the
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name of the great composer saint Thyagaraja.
Musicians and other artistes gather here from
very distant places for the festival.

Narendraswamy Kalyanam for one day on
Magha Suddha Vidiya (January-February), Gopa-
laswamy Kalyanam on Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi
(February—March);  Sita Rama Kalyanam on

Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April) are also
celebrated in the village.

SOURCE :  Sri Ch. Appalaraju, Headmaster, Zilla

Parishad Elementary School, Bhatlamo-
gatur.

44. Nelamuru -Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from the Lankala Koderu Railway Station on the
Nidadavole~Narsapur branch line of the Southern
Railway and 17 miles from Tanuku.

The population of the village is 1,632 and it
1s made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Golla, Mangali, Kshatria,
Kapu, Settibalija, etc.; Scheduled Castes (394); .
Scheduled Tribes (8); and Christians. The chief

means of livelihood of the people are agriculture
and agricultural labour,

The temples of Siva and Muthyalamma and
a church are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Seetharamanjaneya Mukkoti Teertha-
Varshikothsavam is celebrated for 5 days from
Pushya Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (December-
January). This festival is being celebrated for
the past 4 years and is of local significance only.
All communities participate in it. Prasadam
is distributed to all. There is free feeding on the
last day. The efficacy of Dwadasi vratham of
Ambareesha (the noble king renowned for his piety
and righteousness) described in Mahabhagavata
(;&6‘05565») is underlined during the celeb-
ration.

On the Mukkoti Ekadasi day, the devotees
take bath and offer fruits to the deity. Some
devotees fast the whole of that day and night
and observe jagarana.

SOURCE: Sri P. Krishnam Raju, Teacher, Nel-

muru.



Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway
and 14 miles from Tanuku town.

The population of the village is 2,792 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of castc
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (232); Scheduled Tribes
(5). The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations.

The temples of Sri Subrahmanyaswamy, Jana-
rdanaswamy, Kala Bhairarva, Durga, Kumara-
swamy, Veerabhadraswamy, Kamakshi, Anjanc-
yaswamy, and Vasuki Ravi Someswaraswamy are
the places of worship in the village. The image
of Vasuki Ravi Someswaraswamy isa swayambhu
Sivalingam. This Sivalingam is famous as onc
of the twelve Jyothirlingams and is known as
Ghasmeswara Lingam. Rameswaralingan at
Natha Rameswarm of this taluk is said to
be the younger brother of the Lingam
that is here. Itis said that the festival
due to be celebrated at Juttiga is celebrated at
Natha Rameswaram at the behest of Ghasme-
swara of Juttiga.

Mahasivaratri festival is celebrated for 5 days
from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January—Febry-
ary). The place where the festival is held is consi-
dered to be very sacrzd as it is on the banks of
River Uttara Vashini Gosthani. [t i being
celebrated from ancient times and is of |gcal sig-
nificance. The local Hindus and of the neighbour-
ing villages congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin with
hereditary rights. The hereditary trustees are of
Santhiraju families. Fasting and jagarana are
observed. Lakshaptri pujas are performed. There
would bea procession accompanied by the beatin
of drums and music. Abhishekam, and pujas are pCr%
formed to the Swamy. Flowers, fryis, cocoanuts
are offered. Dramas, Harikathas ang puranakala
kshepams are held and therc is free fccding also -
SOURCE:  Sri Vajipeyayajula Venkaregs

. warly -
cher, Juttiga. » Tea

42. Kantheru—Situated at 3 distance
by cart track from Penugonda which i on Ta
nuku—Narsapur bus route.  Tanuku i a-
est railway station to this village,

of 3 miles

the neay-

The population of the village i | g50 00
is made up of the following communpitjes; Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Reddy, Kapy, Settibalija eqc.
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Scheduled Castes (495)-Panchama, Arundhatiya;
and Scheduled Tribes—16. The chief means Qf
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agrt-
culture lubour.

The temples of Gopalaswamy, Someswaras
swamy, Anjancya and 3 temples of Sri Rama
and of the village deities Paddala Venkammd,
Mulagalamma and Musalamma are the places of
worship in the village. The legend conneeted
with the deity Paddala Venkamma is told thus.
Some pepper merchants were onc day passing thro-
ough the village with bags of pepper on horse
backs. At Kantheru, a girl asked them as to Wh:‘t
was being carried on the horse backs, 10 which
they replied that it was black gram. When they
reached their destination and openced the.b]gs’
they found to their surprise black gram 10 the
place of the costly pepper. Realising that the
girl who accosted them at Kantheru was 0o ordi-
nary« girl but a Devata (divine soul), thay can’\i
back to this village and prayed that if the gram w.a.-
reconverted into  pepper, they would constd
ruct a temple for her. They got back pepper an
they constructed a  temple nrming the dc?ly
“AshtaPadmala Venkamma’'. This deity i bCl']el'-A
ved to have had been playing in these days Wit
the girls of the place.

The Jatara of the village deity Peddala Vcn,kd‘l:
ma is celebrated cvery year during Magham Uar
ary=February) on a Sunday. The residents Odd s
village congregate The chief patrons arc Re (}{e
and the pujari is appointed temporarily for is
festival day. On the festival day a Pambal? =
decoratzd in the form of the deity with @ SaﬁrOr.
sari.  He holds a sword in onc hand an‘d pen
forms dance to the accompaniment of mustc dts
he goes about in procession through all the stre€
At that time, the devotees offer small fowls- the
bites their throats and throws them away- Al i-
devotees sacrifice fowls and sheep and offer naa_
vedyam, Somc take chalimidi; panakam and baﬂon
nas to the temple. Prasadam is distfibuwd
the following morning to the villagers.

Sri Thyagaraju festival is celebrated fofra_
days from January 25th to 29th in commeri®
tion of Thyagiraja, the great saint renowne fotf
his music and songs. This is being celebrated
the past 8 years,  Musicians and dramat
distant places come, give performances an
tain the villagers.

d enter”

Mulagalamma  Jatara  is
Magham (January—February).

celebrated in

SOURCE: Kadali Purushotham, Kantheru.

43. Bhatlamogutur —Situated at a distance of 3
furlongs from Nallajerla—Koderu road, 6 miles
from Manchili Railway Station on Nidadavole—
Narsapur branch line of the Southern Railway and
9 miles from Tanuku. It is said this village was
assigned as agraharam to the poets and pandits by
a Chola King. 1t is also said that Rajaraja Nar-
endra, the great Chalukyan Emperor built two tem-

ples, one for Narendraswamy and the other for
Gopa\luswamy.

) The population of the village is 1,086 and it
'S made up of the following communities: Caste
H‘“dus———Brahmin, Bhatraju, Chakali, Mangali
eic; Scheduled Castes {(217) — Adi Andhra; Sche-
duled Tribes (6) and Christians. The chief means

of ‘livelihood of the people are agriculture and
dgricultural labour.

‘ The temples of Narendraswamy, Venugopal.a-
;W“my, Sri Rama and Thyagaraja and of the vil-
age deity Polcramma ave the places of worship in
the village.

i Poleramma festival is celebrated for one day
“,1 P"‘*{‘yam (December—January). Jatara is celeb-
fted in an arca of 4,000 square yards under a
Peepul tree, which is called Ammavari Pitam.
aC:ghmfdi and panakam, cocoanuts, bananas, fowls
th goats are offered to the deity. On that day

€ devotees obscrve fasting also. About 2,000
CO‘:dus, local and from the neighbouring villages,

§regate.  The villagers are the patrons.

Sweey ir iS‘held in connection with the festwg}.
tures"hl'tc“”lS,. lanterns, mirrors, combs, Ppic-
and o Photos, mill-cloth, toys of carth and wood

Other things are brought and sold. Boarding

an .
-d.IOdg‘ng facilities are available to the
pllgnms.

ra'iedstrl Thyagaraja Aradhana Utsavam is celeb-
hig Aor 5 days in Magham (January—-February).

ate s,.-rl?dhn“a was first started in 1935 by the
vidw 1 amh".lm Gangaraju, a renowncd Mrpdanga
a0 of this place. This is cclcbrated in the
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name of the great composer saint Thyagaraja.
Musicians and other artistes gather here from
very distant places for the festival.

Narendraswamy Kalyanam for one day on
Magha Suddha Vidiya (January—February), Gopa-
laswamy Kalyanam on Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi
(February—March); Sita Rama Kalyanam on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April) are also
celebrated in the village.

SOURCE : Sri Ch. Appalaraju, Headmaster, Zilla
Parishad Elementary School, Bhatlamo-
gatur,

44, Nelamuru —Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from the Lankala Koderu Railway Station on the
Nidadavole~Narsapur branch line of the Southern
Railway and 17 miles from Tanuku-

The population of the village is 1,632 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Golla, Mangali, Kshatria,
Kapu, Settibalija, etc.; Scheduled Castes (394); -
Scheduled Tribes (8); and Christians. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture
and agricultural labour.

The temples of Siva and Muthyalamma and
a church are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Seetharamanjaneya Mukkoti Teertha-
Varshikothsavam is celebrated for 5 days from
Pushya Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (December—
January). This festival is being celebrated for
the past 4 years and is of local significance only.
All communities participate in it. Prasadam
is distributed to all. There is free feeding on the
last day. The efficacy of Dwadasi vratham of
Ambareesha (the noble king renowned for his piety
and righteousness) described in Mahabhagavata
(iﬁﬁ"ﬂ'ﬁ5§§») is underlined during the celeb-

ration.

On the Mukkoti Ekadasi day, the devotees
take bath and offer fruits to the deity. Some
devotees fast the whole of that day and night
and observe jagarana.

Sri P. Krishnam Raju, Teacher, Nel-
muru.

SOURCE :



43. Maruter—Situated at a distance of 8 miles
from the Palacole Railway Station on the Nidada-
vole=Narsapur branch line of the Southern Rail-
way and 12 miles from Tanuku.

The total population of the town is 5,296
and it is made up of the following commuiunities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Reddy, Vaisya, Setti-
balija, etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,028); Scheduled
Tribes (111); and Christians. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour, trade and other traditional occupa-
tions.

The temples of Brahmeswaraswamy, Venu-
gopalaswamy, Venkateswaraswamy, Subrahman-
yaswamy, Anjaneyaswamy, and of the village deity
Poleramma and a church are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

Sri Brahmeswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebra-
ted for 5 days from Magha Suddha Navami (Janu-
ary-February). It is being celebrated for the
past 100 years and is of local significance.
Various kinds of offerings are made to the Lord,
The Hindus of the village congregate.  Pujari is
a Brahmin who is paid monthly salary, Harika-
thas and puranas afford entertainment (o the
visitors.

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated, when that
deity 1is brought into the village. About 200
devotees of the village congregate. Fruits, or-
naments, fowls, and sheep are offered to the
deity.

A fair is held in connection with the Jatara
near Poleramma temple for one day. Eatables
combs, pictures, books, cloth and earthen toy;
are brought and sold.  Gambling and cock-fights
afford entertainment to the visitors,

Sita Rama Kalyanam is celebrated for § days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—Apm)'

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam js celebra-
ted annually for 5 days from Phalgung Suddha
Ekadasi (February~March).

SOURCE : Sri Tholeti Venkata Ratnam, Teacher,
Venugopala High School, Maruter.

106

46. Vanampalle— hamler of Negglpudl —Situated
at a distance of 8 miles from the Palacole Rail-
way Station on the Nidadavole-Narsapur branch
line of the Southern Railway and 13 miles from
Tanuku.

The total population of the main village in-
cluding this hamlet is 2,434 and it is made up of
the following communities: Caste Hindus—Brahv
min, Reddy, Kapu, Secttibalija, etc; and Schedu-
ted Castes (157). The chicf means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

The temples of Narasimhaswamy, Sri Rama
Anjaneyaswamy and of the village deity Vanumu-
lamma are the places of worship in the village.

Narasimhaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated fof
6 days in  Magham (Jaunuary~February). It 15
being celebrated for the past 2 years and is confi-
ned to the village. The devotees of the village
congregate.

A fair is held for one day in the middle of
the village. Eatables, mirrors, cloth and earthen
toys are brought and sold. Gambling and cock-
fights afford entertainment to the visitors.

Vanumulamma Jatara is celebrated in the
village. Pujari is a Kummari with hereditary
rights.  Fruits, fowls, and goats are offcred 10
the deity.

SOURCE :  Sri Tholetl Paparao, Teacher, Venugopald
High School, Vanampalle.

2
47. Satyavaram -Sjtyated at a distance of _2;
miles fiom the Tadepalligudem Ruailway Statio
and Y miles from Maruter.

1,289 and
Caste
Sche-

The population of the villuge ts '
it is made up of the following communities:
Hindus—Brahmin, Velama, Settibalija, et¢.;
duled Castes (257); Scheduled Tribes (1) = % *
rukula; and Christians. The chief means of »hv 1-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agrict
tural labour.

a and of the

The temples of Vishnu and Siv Ces O

village deityv Thummalimma are the pla
worship in the village.

Ammavari Uregimpu is celebrated for 7 days
from Chaitra Bahula Padyami (March—April). The
festival is of local significance. The residents of
the village congregate. Fowls, sheep, etc., are
sacrificed and cocoanuts, fruits and flowers are
offered to the deity. Pujari is a Kummari.

A fair is held in connection with the celebra=
tion near the temple with a few shops, selling
catables etc.

During the festival days, the procession
deities in the temples of Vishnu and Siva are taken
in procession. Prasadam is distributed to all. The
pujaris are Brahmins in these two temples,

SOURCE : An enumerator.

48. Penugonda—Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from the Tanuku Railway Station on the Nidada-
vole=Narsapur branch line of the Southern Rail-
way. Nagari~-Penugonda is believed to have
been the name of this place during the time of
Rajaraja Narendra, the great Chalukyan king.
The puranic versionis that this was constructed
by Viswakarma, the architect of Devas.

The main reputation of Penugonda springs
from the belief that it is the birth place of Vasavi
Kanyaka, an incarnation of Parvati Devi. The
Vaisyas in Kailas (the abode of Lord Siva)} were
born on earth on account of several curses.
Kusuma Sresti was one of them. As he was issue-
less, he performed Putrakamestiiyagam as advised
by his guru, Bhaskaracharya as a result of which
Parvati Devi was born as his daughter, Vasavi
Kanyaka Parameswari. Virnpaksha was his son.
As the Vaisyas prayed for the presence of the Tri-
murthis also on earth along with them, Brahma
was born as Bhaskaracharya, Vishnu as Janardana
and Siva as Nageswaraswamy. Chithrakanta, a
Gandharva king, was also born as a result of some
curse as Vishnu Vardhana, King of Padmanayana.
He was the father of Rajaraja Narendra. Amidst
the enthusiastic welcome that he was given in
Penugonda during his invasion of the South, he
chanced to see Vasavi, who was standing outside
and watching the festivities. Fascinated by her
beauty he fell in love with her and desired to
marry her. But her father declined the offer; as
it involved inter-caste marriage and as she had to
be married to her maternal uncle according to
their custom. The king threatened to marry the
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girl even at the cost of destruction of Penugonda.
Kusuma Sresti sent for the Vaisyas of 18 towns
representing 714 clans for consultation. The re-
presentatives of 102 clans who opposed the alli-
ance decided to sacrifice their lives by burning
themselves to death in the face of the majority
opinion. When the invitation was sent to the
king for the marriage, the people of the 102 clans
who opposed the alliance burnt themselves to
death along with Vasavi Kanya. Vasavi showed
her real form in a vision to Vishnu Vardhana and
cursed that no Vaisya girl would thereafter be
good looking, and that the head of the king who
sleeps in Penugonda would be shattered to pieces.
A shakti emanated from the fire pit and destroyed
that king. Therefore, kings and Kshatriyas too
till recently avoided entrance into Penugonda.

Several relics are found in Penugonda even
pow, The street parallel to Kanyaka temple is
known as Lingala Veedhi which was once called
Banaras of the South, because of the presence of
one hundred and one Lingams out of which one
was removed by a crow. It has been stated in
Kanyakapuranam that the Lingams were establi-
shed by Vaisyas whereas it has been said by others
that the Lingams were installed by Rajaraja Nar-
endra after his father had become a victim to the
fury of Kanyakaparameswari. It is said by local
people that several relics dug out recently were
sent to the museam at Madras. Some Sivalin-
gams of marble stone and other Sivalingams and
finely cut golden ear rings were discovered here.
The centre of a street where an old well is loca-
ted is said to be of interest for archaeological
studies.

The total population of the town is 13,978
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (1,690); and
Scheduled Tribes (231). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour, trade and other traditional occupa-

tions.

The temple of Kanyakaparameswari is at one
end of the village with the image of Nagareswara-
swamy in the middle and those of Parvati and
Kanyaka on either side. One peculiarity in th'is tem-
ple is that the dot of sandal paste decoratmg tpe
forehead of Nagareswaraswamy remains moist
until the following day when fresh paste is

applied.



Mahasivarathri festival is celebrated for one
day on Magha Bahula Amavasya (January—Febru-
ary). Two to three thousand devotees of this
and the neighbouring villages congregate.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
with a few shops which sell toys and eatables,
etc.

SOURCE : [-  Superintendent of Police, West Goda-
vari District.
2. An extract from Andhra Prabha

Weekly dated 22—-1-1964.

49. Pittalavemavaram—Situated at a distance of
10 miles from Tanuku.

The population of the village is 3,057 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Reddy, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya,
Kshatria, Telaga, Kapu, Settibalija, Yadava,
Kuruva, etc; Scheduled Castes (313) — Adi An-
dhra, etc; and Scheduled Tribes (38)—~-Yerukula.
The chief means of livelihood of the pcople are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Rama and Someswara-
swamy are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Someswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebrated
for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasito Purnima
(April-May). It is of local significance. The
Hindus of the village congregate,

Vemana Jayanttis celebrated for 3 days from
January 17th to 19th. There is free feeding.
Dramas and Harikathas afford entertainment to the
visitors.

SOURCE : Sri Nallamilli Palla Reddy, Teacher, Pit-

talavemavaram, Siddantam Post.

50. Malleswaram—.Sjtyated at a distance of 12
miles from the Tanuku Railway Station on the
Nidadavole~Narsapur branch line of the Southern
Railway.

The population of the village is 3,713 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—-Brahmin, Rajaka, Mangali, Vaisya, Kapu,
Yadava, etc; Scheduled Castes (573)-Adi Andhra;
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Scheduled Tribes (23); and Christians. The chief
mcans of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and other traditional occupar
tions.

The temples of Malleswaraswamy, Kesava-
swamy, Sri Rama and of the village deity Mapa‘
lakshmamma are the places of worship in the vill-
age. Lord Malleswaraswamy is represented by A
stone Sivalingam.

The temples of Parasurama, Sakthamma,
Danduganga and Katlamma are in Annavarappa-
du, hamlet of Malleswaram. The image of Parasu”
rama in the first temple is made of marble stone

Sri Malteswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi (January~
February). Kalyanam is celebrated on Triodast
day. This festival is of ancient origin. The devo-
tees, local and from the neighbouring village
congregate.

Sri Kesavaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated .for
5 days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi 10 Purnimé
(January—February). This festival is also of anci®
ent origin though of local significance. The Hx.nd\l
residents of the village congregate. Pujari 15 @
Vaishnava and the patrons are Brahmins.

Mahalakshmamma Teertham is celebrated fo:
3 days from Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February
March), when Harikathas, dramas, puppet shOWS:
procession of the deity are held. The Hindus ©
the village congregate.

A fair is held in connection with the Teertham
in front of the Ammavari temple for 3 da}is'
Eatables, toys for children, pictures, photos, fow's:
various kinds of fruits etc., are brought and sO°%
Harikathas, dramas and puppet-shows etc. affor
entertainment to the visitors.

Parasurama festival is celebrated for 5 datfi
from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Triodasi (Mar‘;OO
April). Tt is being celebrated for the past ©/
years and is of local significance. The H'“dus
the village congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin.

Sakthamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 gazi
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March—l\prnl). A (‘)ng
1,000 devotees, local and from the neighbourled
villages, congregate. Goats and fowls are offer
to the deity.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days near the temple. Sweets, lanterns,
mirrors, pictures, photos, toys of earth and wood
and ribbons are brought and sold. Harikathas,

_ bhajans, dramas, gambling, magic shows and cock-

fights afford entertainment.

Danduganga and Katlamma Jatara is also
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3

celebrated for 2 days during Sankranthi (14th and
15th January).

1. Sri Akella Viswanadhan, Teacher, Mall-
eswaram.

SOURCE :

2. Sri Pisapati Subrahmanyasomayajuly,
Headmaster, Annavarappadu.
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1g ulapalle — Sityated on the Palacole —

Pamarru road, at a distance of ¥ a mile
from the Palacole Railway Station and 7 miles
from Narsapur.

.Thc total population of the village is 3,698
and it is made up of the following communities:
Cach Hindus —Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria,
(Raju), Kapu, Settibalija, Sale, etc. etc.; Sche-
dule_d Castes (592)—Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala
€t¢.; Muslims and Christians. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultural labour, weaving and other traditional
Occupations.

There is the temple of Sri Rama in which
are the stone images of Sri Rama, Lakshmana,
Sita and Hanuman. There is another temple
dedicated to Siva. |

Sti Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—April). Ar-
fangements are made two days in advance. Sri
Rama Kalyanam is performed on Navami. It is
being celebrated for the past 10 years and 1s con-
fined to the village. The Hindu devotees of the
village congregate. Kshatriyas are the chief pat-
TOns.  Pujari is a Brahmin, Prasadam is distri-
buted to ail.

Harikathas and burrakathas are conducted.
There iy a choultry and poor feeding is arranged.
SOURCE:  Sri Gorripati Apparao, Revenue Inspector
Palacole,

2, Sivadevuuichikkala-——Situawd at a distance of
about S miles from Palacole. It is a Railway
Station on the Nidadavole-Narsapur branch line
of the Southern Railway.

The total population of the village is 2,617
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (453)-Adi Andh-
'8, Adi Dravida, Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala, etc.;
and Muslims, The chief means of livelihood of

the people are agriculture, agricultural fabour
and other traditional occupations.

Lord Siva in the form of a stone Sivalingam
is worshipped in the village.

Lord Siva’s festival is celebrated for 5§ days
during Phalgunam (i.e.) in the last week of Febru-
ary or first week of March). This festival is of
local significance. About 10,000 devotees local
and from the neighbouring villages congregate.

Only Hindus take part.

Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished

SOURCE :
by Collector, West Godavari District.

3. Machapuri—Situated at a distance of 5 miles
from the Veeravasaram Railway Station and 7
miles by road from Narsapur.

According to the tradition the following are
the stories told in the locality regarding the ori~
gin of the name of the village: (I) Gontheru, a
tributary joins the river Godavari just at the sea
and forms a marshy spot. Fish is therefore
available in abundance and is a source of liveli-
hood for fishermen. It is therefore called Math-
syapuri or Matchapuri (mathsya meaning fish);
(2) 1t is also called Mamakara Panchaka village
because of its reputation for five things commen-
cing with letter “M” viz., Mathsyapuri, Marem-
ma, Manchemuvaru, Madugu and Muthyavaru;
(3) The fertile soil that this village has is dug up
and used to manure the fields. While so digging
some old mud pots and other earthenware have
been found indicating the possibility of the pre-
sence of the Muslims in the past. Muslims are
called Mlechchas and it is said that the village
was therefore called first Mlechchapuri which
gradually assumed its current form a ‘Machapuri’
(4) This place was in the past the abode of many
a SaivaMadhva, Vaishnava and Smartha, many of
whom were erudite scholars who had stated
that there existed a mound of earth twenty feet
high resembling a hillock the summit of which
resembled the nail of a top. The pundits
of the place claimed that it was here that



Arjuna the third of the Pandavas shot the mathsya
yanthram and won Draupadi for himself and his
other four brothers. The fish shaped yanthra was
tied high up in the air and made to rotate. The
competitor had to look at its shade in the oil
below and shoot it for winning the hand of Drau-
padi, daughter of King Drupada. [t was only
Arjuna that could accomplish the feat. The
pundits attribute the original name Mathsyapuri
to this important puranic fact which is claimed to

have taken place here. This place is now inhabi-
ted by fishermen.

The total population of the village is 3,477
and is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus~Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, (Raju),
Telaga, Kapu, Settibalija, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(656) — Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida, Arundhatiya,
Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes
(12); Muslims and Christians. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-

cultural labour, fishing and other traditional oc-
cupations,

Temples of Janardanaswamy, Agastheswara,
Subrahmanyaswamy, Rama, Maremma, Pen-
namma, Pothuraju, Poleramma, Venkamma,
Vishnu and a church are the places of worship in
the village. The image of Janardanaswamy is in

human form. MHis consorts are Rajyalakshmi,
Sridevi and Bhudevi,

Janardanaswamy Teertham is celebrated for
6 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami to Purnima
(February~March). Rathothsavam is celebrated
during the festival. Panakam (jaggery melted
with water) and chalimidi (a paste of rice-flour
mixed with jaggery) are offered to the deity. The
Hindu residents of the village congregate. This
festival is of local significance. Pujari is a Vai-
shnava Brahmin.  Prasadam is distributed to all
and there is free feeding.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 7 days near the temple. About 400 persons
of the village congregate, Sweetmeats, earthen
pots, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, mats and
ather fancy goods are brought and sold.

_ There is
a choultry for the visitors.

Dramas, Harikathas, lotterics and dances
afford entertainment to the public,
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ics
thematicS
SOURCE: Sri Aduri Suryanarayand, Ma

Assistant, Machapuri.

. ilcs fl'om e
4. Vempa—Situated at a distance of 8 m

Mogalturru by boat. -
: s 4,

The total population of thc. village n:inities:
and it is made up of the following com Settib‘a'
Caste Hindus—Kshatriya (Raju), Kadpuul’cd Castes
lija, Agnikulakshatriya ctc..ctC-; SC;‘)C The chie
(912); and Scheduled Tribes (13) agricultuT®
means of livelihood of the people are < &
agricultural labour and fishing.

. d

W Siva ap
Temples of Subrahnmnyr'tswf\mti’ﬂ‘,e illage:
Vishnu are the places of worship in ‘

Subrahmanya Shashti is celcbrat;‘i
on Margasira Suddha Shashti (Nove(rjnto the deity
ber). Flowers and fruits are offere e an !
The devotees of the village copg_rega e
Hindus take part in the festival. 1ations ¢0
tival is celebrated with the help of dOlhmin. This
lected from the ryots. Pujariis @ B:(auntha Eka*
festival is of local significance. Vyf stivals 30
dasi and Sivaratri are the common ccar-
each is celebrated for one day every ¥

y anagerv
Sri M. Suryaprakasa Rao, Farm M
Panchayat Samithi. Vempd.

ol-

SOURCE

. yated 8t 2
5. Palacole (Ksheerarama Kshetram)—"sltu;;s for-
distance of 6 miles from Narsapur- ance, ceded
merly a Dutch town of somc¢ impor¥ was alled
to the British in A. D. 1813 Th;Sm kqti
Dugdopavanapuram, Upaman)’up‘“la c’ ethi (mﬂn
(Palathota) und Palakolanu. AS ”1‘1’ fosa) were 1)
trees) like banyan and ravi (ficus relig Lof

abundance here, it was colied Pa_"‘ﬂg::d hakd.lf;
Siva pleascd with the devotion 'th‘ts o pus ,lcaﬂ"e
Upamanyu made with his mdc“: was herefof’
(tank) whence mitk sprouted ups ! Upamanyu
called Palakolanu (tank of milk) an

puram after Upamanyu.

. 29,774

is -

The total population of the 10“1.'; unit}c:

and it is made up of the following chatfiy

Caste Hind\\s~Brahmiq, Va‘;zt; et et:a-

(Raju), Kapu, Settibalia, Yf‘ dh,r'd, Adi 1)85)

Scheduled Castes (2,769)-- Adi Af; Trives (28%)

vida, Madiga, Mala, ctc.; Schedu chief cans
Muslims and Christians, The ¢
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aSwamy Tempie, Palacole,
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lthood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
I labour, trade in citrus fruits, weaving and
r traditional occupations. Palacole is a
ing centre of considerable importance in
t Godavari District. The weekly fair, cloth
<et and cattle fair, all held on Saturday are
:2ly attended,

_Sri Ksheera Ramalingeswaraswamy temple

its 120 ft. high tower is the important one

his town. The legend has it that a great

thasa Daraka (also known as Tarakasura)

hipped the Amrutha Lingam found during

‘hurning of Ksheerasagaram (milk of ocean)

great devotion and acquired great powers.

Irtue of these powers he used to harass the

‘tas.  So  Karthikeya, more popularly

'n as Kumaraswamy, wanted to kill Daraka

1¢ war and for that purpose, he broke the

‘d. Lingam, which Daraka wore and which

him all his strength into five pieces in order

he could vanquish Daraka. It is believed

Devendra installed one piece in the village

arhlalakota on the banks of the river Krishna,

115 now called Amararama (Amaravati

Juntur  District). The second piece was

lled by Kumaraswamy in  Bhimavaram

Samalkot of Kakinada Taluk, East

vari District) also called as Kumararamam;

urd piece was installed by the Sun-God Surya

tksharam which is now called Draksharamam

Ramachandrapuram, East Godavari District)

the fourth was installed by Chandra (Moon)

'nupudi (near Bhimavaram of West Godavari

ict) on the banks of Gowthami which is now

I Somaramam. Sri Mahavishnu is believed to

have, following the advice of Sage Narada took

the _other picce and installed it on the banks of

Vasista Godavari in this town, which is known as

Ksheeraramam. Astadikpalakus are protecting as

well as worshipping the Lord on eight sides,

Nandikeswara to the east opposite to the Sivalin-

gam, Vinayaka to the south-cast, Veerabhadra to

the south, Sarada to the South-west, Kumara-

swamy to the West, Durga (Mahishasuramardhani)

to the north-west, Sesha and Brihaspathi to the

north, Kalibhairava to the north-cast and Hanu-

mantha to the north. Besides there are the shrines

of Brahma, Visweswara, Gokarneswara and Lak-
shmi in this temple.

Sri Astabahu Lakshmi Narayanaswamy temple
(constructed.in A.D. 1773), Sri Sambheswara and
Venkateswaraswamy temples (constructed in A.D.
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1912) and Sri Saibaba temple, are also located in
this Kshetram- There are the temples of the tutelary
Goddesses—Peddintamma to the east, Muthyalam-
ma and Mamillamma to the west, Mahuramma to
the north and Mogadaramma to the south of the

town.

Several inscriptions are found about the
Ksheerarama Kshetram, itis written in the South
Indian Inscriptions that Gundambika, wife of
King Velanati Chola offered Akhanda Varti Deepam
to the Lord in Saka 1079 (A D. 1157) Nara Nara-
yana Chakravarthi, son of Upendra Chakravarthi of
Vishnuvardhana dynasty constructed the Sanivara
Mandapam in A. D. 1306. Kona Ganapathideva
Maharaju constructed the Natyamandapam and
bronze doors to the eastern gate in Saka 1198
(A. D. 1276). Chella Pinnamaneni Narasimhaneni
constructed the Kalyana Mandapam. It is known
from Dandakaviliva of Sri Veliveli that Sri Bacchu
Ammaiah, a Vaisya laid the foundation with
Vighneswara puja in A. D. 1777 for the construc-
tion of the temple tower.

The sanctity of this Kshetram is well descri-
bed in the following poem:

RIS DPaE sRbd AR
Ghanavajra vighatitha kamaneeya gopura
k-] g ot 1 @*650&)

Prakara sohbhitha prabhavambu

T Srdsy SoSAE JERTE

Charumanikya samsthagitha sowdhagavaksha

FsyRew
©
Sowvarnavedika sankulambu

So¥eoen

Toly DdNes 50y 35*5'26‘

Kanchana manigana kalpitha sopana

538 sTH JoPENom

Bhavana kavata sambhavanambu
Ssho  dBH  PNe 08
Navaneela vidruma  pravimala sthapitha
Sopd Ry Neryodeom
Sthambhali kudya vijrumbhanambu
DB E S0 do8 :)Leﬁﬁoom
Visadamuktha phala vithana vibhramambu
SHD L&'L‘oézé o Sreg Srsare
o

Naguchu dribhuvana samrajya mavahilla
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6. Vemaram—Situatcd at a

dista .
from the Palacole Railway Steltio;c:ngfl37 miles
miles
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al of the

from Narsapur. The surname of sever
Achant3

villagers who lived in this village Was .
and hence it is called by the name ACha“taYemae
varam. As there are many pandits in this Vll_lat?:
this village is also called by the name Pan"i‘lt 8
Vemavaram. It is said that during the [ illagt
Katama Reddy of the Reddy dynasty this Ville3
was known as Katamarcddy Vemavaram.

' : 3
The total population of the village 13 5'5'

and it is made up of the following comm.ufntle;-_
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Kamma, Kanmbha
thu.]a, Kamma, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju
sali, Kapu, Settibalija, i
Golla etc. cte.; Scheduled Castes (787
Mala, cte.; Scheduled Tribes (31) and M
The chief means of livelihood of the P
agriculture, agricultural labour, handloom
ing and other traditional occupations-

h-
Kesava, SUbr: d

Temples of Somzswara, 1
KanakaduT8®

manya, Rama, Maremma, ‘
a mosque are the places of worshiP: . ing
village deity Maremma is 10 awe-insP 0
female form and there are also th? imag® ..
other villag: deities such as Mavullam®® o e
yalamma, Gothulamma and Pallalam®™® il
scparately. Someswaraswamy temple %2 d the
during the time of the Reddy Kings aﬂnage_
temple is for the past 18 ycars under the m; C.E
ment of a trustee appointed by the

(Admn.) Department.

a ]
Maremma Jatara is celebrated for 71\;‘3;’
from Jaistha Bahula Navami to Amavasy? suddh?®
June). Jatara is celebrated on Jaisth r‘Ved by
Navami. The same night jagarana is 0 s¢ ucted
devotecs and procession of the deity i €% " ne
through all the streets of the village- (pro”
following day i. ¢., from Dasami, urise’d upt®
cchion) is conducted on alicrnate da.ysriﬁGCd
Amavasya. Goats, sheep and fowls are sdor two
to the deity in fulfilment of vows: § jarar
buffaloes are also sacrificed on the day O " the
on .behalt' of the entire village: D¢ eity in
period, devotees offer naivedyam 10 the cient
t.hcir homes. It is being celebrated from
times and is confined to the village: ™
devotees local and from the nCighbourmg te "“d
congregate, without any distinction ©! o rig
creed. Pujaris are potters with hereditary ing ¥
The trustee is the Village Munsiff n
Kamma caste of Arimilli family-
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A fair is held in connection with the festival
‘or 6 days from Dasami to Amavasya near the
emple. It is being held from ancient times and
1ibout 4,000 people local and from the neighbou-
ring villages congregate. Sweetmeats, pictures,
photos and toys are brought and sold. Whirling-
wheels and dramas afford entertainment to the
visitors.

Sri Someswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for*5 days from Phalguna Bahula Ekadasi to Ama-
vasya (February—March). Kalyanam is celebrated
on Ekadasi and prasadam 18 distributed to all.
Fasting is observed.

Sri Kesavaswamy festival is celebrated for 6
days from Chaitra Suddha Dasami to  Purnima
(March- April). Kalyanam is celebrated on Ekadasi
and prasadam 1s distributed to all.

Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for
one day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November
~December). Devotees take bath and offer fruits,
flowers, etc. A small fair is held. Procession of
the deity is arranged during the night.

Sri Kanakadurga Seva (puja and procession)
is celebrated during Ugadi i. &. on Chaitra Suddha
Padyami (March—April) and on Maharnavami.

SOURCE: Sri R. Veerabhadriah, Teacher, Zilla
Parishad Elementary School, Vemavaram.

7. Achanta (Achanteswara Kshetram»—Situated at 2
distance of 3 miles to the west of Vasista Godavari,
8 miles to the east of Maruter, 13 miles from the
Palacole Railway Station, and 30 miles from the
Tadepalligudem Railway Station. It has also com-
munication facilities to Bheemavaram and Nar-
sapur. The history of Achanta dates back to 481
A. D. as revealed from an inscription at Srunga-
varapukota near Bheemavaram. It records that
Matrusarma belonged to Achantapuram and that
he was the recipient of a gift from Vasishteekula
-Ananta Varma who ruled Kalingadesam from
Pishtapuram during 460-485 A.D.

It is one of the largest and richest agricul-
tural villages in the district. The total population
of the village is 12,782 and it is made up of the
following communities: Caste Hindus—Brahmin,
Vaisya, Kshatria (Raju), Kamma, Sale, Mangali,
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Chakali, Kalali, including Settibalija, Golla,
Teli, Kapu, etc. ctc.; Scheduled Castes (1,327)—
Madiga, Mala, etc; Scheduled Tribes (26);
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour, weaving, trade and other traditional occu-
pations.

Temples of Sri  Rameswaraswamy alias
Achanteswaraswamy, Sri Venugopalaswamy, Sri
Venkateswaraswamy and of the village deities
Muthyalamma and Gogulamma are the places of
worship in the village.

The legends connected with the name of the
village as also Achanteswara Kshetram are narra-
ted hereunder. The place was originally called
Marthandapuram after the protecting deity of the
place Marthandeswara. The deity was facing west
towards the village and on account of the fierce
looks of the deity, fire accidents were common in
the village and it was not prospering. In response
to their prayers to save them from the severity of
his sight, the Lord revealed in their dream that
his divine spouse alone could counter-act the
effect of his sight. The villagers therefore ins-
talled in front of the shrine, facing the Lord,
Mahishasuramardini (Parvati Devi, wife of Lord
Siva assumed this form when she fought against
and killed Mahisasura, a demon).  These two
shrines can now be found in Sri Rameswaraswamy
temple.

Sage Achyuta and his wife Ganga prayed
Lord Siva for salvation and the Lord asked them
both to bring to Him and Parvati, flowers every
day. He named them Pushpa Sundara and Pushpa
Sundari and imposed on them the observance of
strict celibacy. But in a weak moment, they
broke the condition of celibacy and were cursed
to be born in the world, the former as a Brahmin
and the latter as a dancing girl. The husband
Sage Achyuta was thus born as Odayanambi to
Jadanayanar of Tiruvallur near Madras and was
a great devotee of the Lord. The wife Ganga
was born to a dancing girl of the same village and
was named Paramanachi. Siva, in the form of
sage Valmiki took Odavanambi from his father
Jadanayanar, and asked him to worship (eight
times a day exactly once every Jjhamu -3 hours)
without fail the Atma Lingam (small replica of
Sivalingam which will be worn on the body ina
casket) he gave him. Siva, in the form of a ser-
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vant boy of Paramanachi, acted as a mediator
between the two, who fell in love with cach other.
He also satiated the avarice of the mother of the
girl, Kalahavalli, in the form of an old Brahmin.
Kalahavalli died and to lessen her sorrow Odaya-
nambi took Paramanachi on a pilgrimage. After
visiting several places they came to Marthanda-
puram and settled there. One night satiated with
sexual intercourse they could not wake up in
time. When Odayanambi woke up he found it
time for immediate puja of the jhamu. He had no
time to go to the Atma Lingam which was carlier
removed from the body and kept in the kitchen
and to find sandal paste or flowers. He felt
helpless and was anxious not to fail in duty, He
turned towards Paramanachi who was fast asleep
with her breasts exposed. His eyes fell on the
smooth and white left breast of Paramanachi.
There was the balance of the sandal paste that
they had used during the night and a few petals
of the betel leaves. He felt that Lord Siva was
omnipresent and was certainly present in the
breast which resembled a Siva Lingam. When he
began to worship it by smearing the sandal paste
and offering the betel petals in place of flowers,
Paramanachi opened her eyes and was upset by
his strange behaviour. He was in deep medita-
tion. When he was shaken and brought to nor-
mal condition, he explained to her that several
devotees had realised the presence of Siva in
what they believed to be Siva. Itis believed that
innocent shepherd realised the Lord in the dung of
sheep, one in a toe, another in an inverted mea-
sure. She demanded to see Sivain her breast
and the devotee prayed to the Lord. Siva appea-
red before them in the breast and blessed both of
them with salvation. The Sivalingam, converted
into stone, has all the resemblance of the breast of
a woman. It has no pedestal, unlike those in
some other temples, and emanates from the ground
level as it is said that the remaining portion of
the body of the woman is within the ground. The
Lingam is named Chanti Lingam (Lingam of the
breast) and the place got the name Achanta and
the Kshetram Achanteswara Kshetram. The one
foot high Lingam has three small holes and is
leaning towards one side, the east, without being
erecct. Two of the holes are said to be Siva’s
eyes and the third in front is said to be the third
eye of the Lord. In the two, there is always
water. A sadhu tried his utmost to dry up
these two holes till blood began to ooze and the
sadhu lost his sight. He prayed to the Lord to
pardon his ignorant folly and to restore his sight.
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The Lord asked him to sit undef the bilva t;;zkl:
the templc and repeat Lingastakam'aﬂd Pan esto-
hari. He did accordingly and his Slght'wil;e place
red though dimly. Once fire broke out n hod 10
and could not be controlled. The pujari f::l paste
the temple and saw that there was no sandal
covering the third eye of the Lingam. ubslded-
diately applied fresh paste, and the fires S gnie”
The third eye of the Lord is known as thebe kept
thram (eye of fire) and it has always to‘ the fire
covered and cool with sandal pastc, lest
should destroy the world outside.

. top

Before Odayanambi got Sa\Va}t"o.“’hch;v::cre
a pilgrimage. Once when he was visiting ) panks ©
places he heard a woman crying on thc. waiting
the Godavari ‘Odayanambi’. She was alsodepartc
recounting the pranks of childhood of @ tter Was
son. Odayanambi asked her what the ma ¢ ha
She told him that she and her “e‘ghbof“meo
son each and as they had heard the ?e hame
great saint Odayanambi, both the boys weher, w
after the great saint. Unfortunately f.or'ver at
the boy was playing in the Godavarl nhim' Hef
age of three, a crocodile swallowed upanay®”
neighbour was performing that day the stffh But
nam (thread-marriage) ceremony of her fore S
she was denied that pleasure and therc;i calling
was weeping on the banks of the Godava sked her
out the name of the boy. Odayanambl.aes When
to go and get her husband and the relativey

ile a?
all assembled, he called out the Cfotfgm it
demanded it to give back the boy W dile wer

swallowed three years back. The croco ow 8g°
away and soon returned with the Jboy nas taken
seven, He was praised as Lord S‘V"",wu anayd”
home and under his patronage the boy’s ¥

nam was performed.

On return from the pilgrimage oncon oi
he entered the temple with his shoes
eagerness to have the Lord’s darsan. his S
there turned him out abusing hl,m fOres on.
act of walking into the temple with sho a nearby
disappointed Odayanambi went under 2

‘e He
h‘m lf

tree and prayed to the Lord to g0 toe left tHe

appreciated pure devotion. The imag~ . rhe

pedestal in the temple and stood t?ef‘“cbe::ed hi¢
others were surprised by his bhak!i an epraye‘
pardon. Siva asked what bis desire fﬂas. nd his de
the Lord to give all of them salvation 2

sire was fulfilled.

wam
. wara$
Sri Rameswaraswamy or Achantés



temple, Achanta.

v Kshetr,

mis 3 b
t.Ower b big T¢novated temple with a high

Suu]“,ln cement. Some of the ancient
€ temple a4 Plamatrukas, ete. are studded into
sanct:::;r ‘i"“”\‘. Besides the Sivalin-
d aboye anctorum, the story of which
'€ temple com Ve, there are several shrines in
'ngam insta) Pound. There are Lakshmaneswara
Y Viswaka, ¢d by Lakshmana, Kamaleswarudu
Of the Pysy, iy <.£he renowned artist and architect
SOmesWara pilfa"lmanam—aeroplane of the Devas),
Gog), Mark”‘gam by Chandra (Soma or Moon
Aradarajy, i}ldeswara““gam by Markandeya,
Mgam by’l d Hareswarudu by Kubera, Indra
Neswarg § 3 ra (the king of the Devas), Varu-
Wara by . V27una(the God of rain), Kumbhes-
gareswara 8‘;)5lhya, Vasisteswara by Vasista, Na-
ingam b V'y _KUbera Sambhava, Vaiswanara
Samang (};, ahni (the fire God), Dharmeswara by
Veswar, bdmadl}armz_i or God of death), Dana-
‘cvaTHVath}f Nﬂ“”Utlhla Anthar Vede__eswara by
are g,, ! and Bhima Lingam by Bhima. There
aSwathi, Suryanarayanaswamy by Her side,

an; .
SWan‘?)athl’ Brahma, Veerabhadra, Visweswara-
Y, Vayudevaswamy, Bhaktanjaneyaswamys
Bhrungeeswara,

Csa

umvas""amy, Chandeeswara,
my draswamy and His consort, Subrahmanyaswa-
deviand Rama, and Satyanarayana with Ram?-

ear| Inscriptions record historical facts of the
. Y twelfth century relating to this temple. Il?
12 A.D. Mahamandaleswara Konamummadi
Bheemaraju, his son Sominayakudu, and Maha-
Mandaleswara Lokiraju granted manyams (inams)
to Malleswarasuryadeva and Sureeswaradeva. In
1256 A. D. Parwalokaraya Vishnuvardhana
Maharaj and during Vijayadithya’s rule,
Rajamraju, Erra Laksmiraju Vengeswara and
Pinnalakshmiraju have established akhanda diviyalu
(lamps burning constantly in their name). An-
other inscription records that the arecanut garden
which was given to Asanti Sooraparaju by the
ruler of the place during the marriage of
Mylaradevi was endowed to Rameswara temple.

Much sanctity is attributed to Achanta which
even Devas are believed to visit unseen to have the
darsan of Chanteesa, Venugopalaswamy and the
other Gods that have settled down there. Achanta
resembles the sacred Kasi (Benaras) in some res-
pects.  Sri Rameswara of Achanta represents Sri
Viswesa of Kasi, Umadevi, Annapoornavisalakshi,
Ramagundam, Manikarnika, Varadaraju, Bindu

H7

Madhava, Chitra Vighneswara, Dundi Vighnes-
wara, and Pranutha, river Ganga. There is the
burning ghat close by as in Kasi. Sri Rames-
waraswamy festival is celebrated for five days from
Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Amavasya (January—Feb-
ruary). Kalyanam of Sri Rameswaraswamy on
FEkadasi, procession in the village with fire works
on Dwadasi, car festival and sadasyam (panupu)
on Triodasi, procession again on Chathurdasi and
pushpayagam (conclusion) etc. on Amavasya are
held. It is a widely known ancient festival and
some thousands, local and from far and nearby
places of the district, gather. Like the three eyes
of the Lord, pujaris are of three gotrams viz.
Sreevathsasa, Athreyasa and Kausikasa and the
management too is a committee consisting of
individuals of three different castes. The expen-
diture is met from the offerings and income ob-
tained from about 150 acres of inam land. A fair
is held during the five days of the festival. Uten-
sils, lanterns, torchlights, mirrors, combs, Ayur-
vedic medicines, pictures and photos of Gods and
leaders, agricultural implements and toys are sold.
There are religious discourses, dramas, lectures
and Harikathas during the period. There are
choultries and there is free feeding on a mass

scale.

The deity Venugopalaswamy is also called
Madanagopala and Kotagopala. The stone image
of the deity believed to have been installed by
sage Narada is half prostrate with venu (flute) at
his lips. His consorts Rukmini and Satyabhama
are on either side of the Lord. 1In this temple
there are also Indra Lingam and Skandha Lingam.
Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated for
7 days from Chaitra Suddha Dasami to Bahula Pad-
yami (March~April). The function commences
with ankurarpanam and dhwajarohanam. There is
car festival on Ekadasi. After other usual cere-
monies, punassandhanam is done on the seventh
day. In the morning pushpayagam is performed
with white lotus flowers. The Brahmins carry
the Lord in a palanquin 12 times round the tem-
ple, offer dhoopa, deepa, naivedyam (incense, kay-
pura harathi and food) 12 times, the food is’of 12
kmds,‘anc.l 12 neerajanams are done. Afterwards
;lzxe gf;ty is Faken into the temple. Pulihora and

preparations are offered again. It is an
ancient festival and is confined to the local con-
’%‘;ef;::];: y I;o;:;hl::?ndus ItJake part ir.x tht.‘, fe.stival.
o gl Thom o - Prasadam is distributed
acres of Inam land endowed

to this temple,



chkatcswaraswamy festival is celebrated in
the village for 6 days from Magha Suddha Dasami
to Purnima (January-February). Kalyanam on
Dasami, car festival on Ekadasi, Sadasyam on
pwadasi and Chakratheertham on Purnima are the
important rituals observed. The local Hindus
congregate. Twelve acres of Inam land are atta-
ched to the temple. The pujari is a Brahmin.

' Mutyalamma and Gogulamma Teertham
(Fair) is celebrated on four or five Fridays from
Jaistha Suddha Purnima to Ashadha Suddha Purnima
(May-June). Local people take part in it with-
out any distinction of caste or creed, Fowls are
offered as sacrifice to the deity. One devotee Sri
Gapavajjula Ramayya used to show this Devata to
the devotees in the form of a girl.  The pujari i
a Kapu belonging to Asada community, ijc:l\:s
acres of Inam land is attached to the temple )

SOURCE: 1. Sri D.V. Simhadri Rao, Executive
) Officer, Achanta Panchayat.
. Sri G. Gopalakrishna i
ya  Sast
Telugu Pandit, Achanta.y s
3.

An article on Achanta by Sri G. R

Varma in Andhra Prabha
dated 16—12-1964. Weekly

8. Deva—Situated at a di
stance of about 13 mi
from the Palacole Town and Railway Station.m“es

The total population of the vi i

Th e village is 2
and it is made up of several sub~communitie,soi§"
Caste Hlpdus; Scheduled Castes (507) and Sche
duled Tribes (18). The chief means of Hvelihoo(;

of the people are agricultu i
AT re, agricultural 1
and other traditional occupationi o labour

A local legend goes to sa at a bri
whilg proceeding to the vi\lagemoft ;isbn:ri%jmom
marriage, got down from the palanquin o
'tank in this village. On seeing a cobra there i}11t the
1t' to death immediately. While returnin ’tep\.n
village after marriage along with the brgid0 "
chanced to see at the spot the head of that . ¢ ll:e
and he met with instantaneous death. The Sbn% .
performed Sati (entering funeral pyre-of th h"dc
band) at the same place. In memory of thiseb .\;s-
people of this village celebrate a festival er\lr o
year. It is named after her as Pellikuthuramer'y
Teertham, pellikuthuru meaning bride. There a mea
ars to be no temple nor deity. The festivalipi;
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celebrated for 3 days from Pushya Suddha Ekadast:

to Triodasi (Decembcr—-lanuary). Three 10 f_°“r
thosand Hindu devotecs, local and from the fm.gh-
bouring villages, congregate without an¥ distine
tion of caste or creed.

Another festival of the village is Sri Subrab:,
manya Shashti, celebrated for 2 days from Margs
sira Suddha Shashti (November= December). TWC
to three thousands of Hindus, local and from ?
neighbouring villages, of all castes congregate:
Statement of Fairs & Festivals furnishe?
by Superintendent of police, West Godavart

SOURCE

9. Nadipudi—Situated on the bank of' the é{lgi
Vasista which is a tributary of the River locolc
vari, at a distance of 19 miles from the Pa’d

Railwayv Station and 25 miles from Narsapu'
road.

The total population of the village 18 2'729,
and it is made up of the following m
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, 5 7
Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju), Kapu, Seml?allla’ di
cluding Kalali, Kamsali Chaka\i,Mangah’ Ve
Kummari; Scheduled Castes (419)"'5“1i An
Madiga, Mala, etc.; and Scheduled Tribes e
The chief means of livelihood of the peoplc ;er
agriculture, agricultural labour, business and ot
traditional occupations.

Temples of Sri Subrahmanycswaraswsn:\z;
Lakshmaneswarudu, Kesavaswamy, Rama 2% the

village deity are the places of worship 1 g
village. The image of Subrahmanyeswaraswamy'ﬁc
of stone in the form of a serpent
images of his two consorts Valli and
are also there in the temple- {v

Dcvaseﬁa

. According to the local legend, Ku ?;6
is the son of Parvati and Paramesward ant, this
curse of his mother Parvati, he was bort n‘lSouth
world. He is worshipped in several places of amé
India in the form of serpant going by the an'
Subrahmanyaswamy or Subrnhmarlyes""am.s'wa

this
S})brahmanycswaraswamy was inSta“cd. mahim
village 400 years ago, and He showed 1S ms seef!

or power to the villagers. A live serpent
by the villagers to the west of the vitlage ¥
the present temple is built. He appe"”ed thew
of the villagers in their dreams and told

the

PR
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+hat He was Subrahmanyeswara and asked them
to contruct a temple for Him. The villagers cons-
tructed a big temple- The villagers believe that He
would fulfil the desires of devotees, restore eye—
sight to blind people and bless those not having
progeny with children. It is said that some people
who cursed the Lord lost their eve—sight. To quote
an instance about 50 years 2g0,3 Tahsildar wanted
to auction a margosa tree. The elders of the village
objected to this saying that it may be given for
the temple doors of the Swamy for a small amou-
nt. But the Tahsidar did not listen to them. He
told them that he had no belief in that deity and
auctioned the tree. Immediately the Tahsildar lost
his eye-sight. Thereupon, he realised the power of
the Swamy and with his own money he brought
the wood required for the doors of the temple.
Afterwards, he got his sight back.

" Sri Subrahmanya Shashti is celebrated for 5
days from Margasira Suddha panchami to Navami
(November—December). There is rathothsavam on
Shashti day and kalyanam on other days. Devo-
tees take bath in the River Godavari and offer
flowers, fruits and hoods of silver and gold and
dakshana to the deity. Some devotiees offer g<?ld
and silver replicas of the Swamy. It is being
celebrated for the past 400 years and is conf:mcd
to the neighbouring villages. About 10,000 Hln.du
devotees of the village and from the neighboun.ng
villages congregate. The patrons are Brahm.ms
and Viswabrahmins of the village. Pujariis a
Brahmin who is paid salary.

Bhajans, Harikathas, dramas and bharatanat
yams afford entertainment to the pilgrims during
these 5 days. There are separate choultri.es for
Brahmins, Vaisyas and Sudras and there 1s free
feeding in the choultries.

Headmas-

SOURCE : Sri Musti Surya Prakasa Rao,

ter, Nadipudi.

10. Kodamanchili—Situated at a distance of about
10 miles from the Palacole Railway Station.

The total population of the village is .4,793
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (1,355) and Sche-
duled Tribes (80). The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
and other traditional occupations.
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Subrahmanya Shashtiis the festival that is
celebrated for 2 days from Margasira Suddha
Shashti (November—Dccembcr). About 1,000 to
1,500 devotees of all castes of Hindus local and
from the neighbouring villages congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of fairs and festivals furnished
by the Superintendent of Police, West

Godavari District.

11. Penumanchili—Situated at a distance of 3
miles from Achanta, 10 miles from the Palacole
Railway Station and 30 miles from the Tadepalli-
gudem Railway Station. It is connected by bus
from Narsapur via Palacole and from Tadepalli-
gudem via Maruter.

The village is of historical importance as the
statues of a Jain and Chathurmukha Brahma were
unearthed about 30 years back during excavations.
The Chathurmukha Brahma image was taken about
5 years back to Kakinada to be placed in a
museum. The Someswaraswamy temple is ascri-
bed to Kakatiyas. The sankhu (conch) in this
temple bears an inscription in Pali language. Itis
said that the sankhu was sent to the deity through
Prathaparudra, the Kakathiya ruler, by his mother.
There are old wells in this village and it is said
that the rulers of Mogalturru constructed them.

The total population of the village is 2,527
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju),
Kapu, Settibalija etc. etc.; Scheduled Castes (940);
Scheduled Tribes (19); Muslims and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
tional occupations,

A Jain temple locally known as Jainadevu-
nialayam, and temples of Sitaramaswamy and
Someswaraswamy are the places of worship
in the village. The image in the Jain temple is of
stone in sitting posture and is 6 feet high. There
are no proper hands and legs to the image. Pcople
believe that they were broken during the religious
feuds. An image of Sri Anjaneyaswamy was found
in Brahmin street and it was installed in the Sita-
ramaswamy temple.

Sri Jainadevuni Uthsavam is celebrated for
one day on Ugadi i e, oD Chatftra Suddha



Padyami (March—~Apnl). Devotees fulfil their vowe
and take prasadam. Flowers and fruits arc offered
to the deity but there are no animal sacrifices as
He preached ahimsa. 1t is being celebrated for the
past 30 years and the devotecs, local and from the
neighbouring villages, congregate. Only Hindus

take partin the festival. There are no pujaris or
patrons., o

The devotees observe fasting and Jagarana
and take bath in the pond during the fcsti\':;ls On
Mukkoti Ekadasi day the devotees pertorm I.lari-
nama sankeerthang followcd by free feeding on the
following day. s on e

SOURCE :  Sri Goruganthu Krishna Rao. Teuache
KN "’
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near the Vanumulamma temple for 3 days. [tie?

being held for the past 40 years, The tocal people
and people from  the neighbouring villages like
Vallure, Gummalur, Gumpariu, l‘-’cnum;lrru and
Vemavaram  congregate. lanterns

. Sweetmeats,
pictures,

photos,  hooks and  mill cloth are
brought  and sotd.
SOURCE * Teachels

Sei Indukuri Veohatasubbarajue
Vaddiparry.

13, Gump: ¥ i
umparru - Siguated at a distance of one mile

:Fnd Siurh)ng\ from Elapakurru and about % miles
rom the Palacole Railway Station.

The total population of the village 33 2,967
and 1t s made up of the tollowing cm\mumilic’:
(,Tml_c Hindus=Brahmin, Vaisva, Telaga, Kammé:
Settibalija,  Yadava. Vl\;illlll‘,’l ) Kummaré:
ChzlkuAli, Mangali cte. ete.; Scheduled Castes (530
Yl\:ad"gil" Mill(\ ete.; and Scheduled Tribes Oh‘c

rukuta, The chief means of livelihood of t
zf;:g:c”z‘u‘c' ‘:lgriculturc, zlgricul(urul labour an
aditional occupations.

o The temples of Sri Subrahmanyaswamy Sr;.
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Wsr:/]‘]lill;\gic deity ‘ K;uulnut:tnn'n:\ are (hf: p}"‘f:‘;;:_
TOSP e the village. The image of Kasd o,
AMmacis in fomale form  There is a stone Siva
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BAM 1n Gokarne.wariswamy temple.
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near the temple,  About two o thre€ ‘f’nagcs
Y . . -1 Vi
people, local and from the neighbouring P ogmt

congregate. pirrors

Sweetmeats, fanterns, Thef
combs and

millcloth are brousht and sold:

is free feeding,  Harikathas, dramas and circus
afford entertainment.
Gokarncswaraswamy temple s an ancient

one. It was rebuitt with a tiled toof about 100
years ago by Kula Seshamma of the vitlage. But
in A.D. 1928 Sri Malapaka Satyanarayand Rao

roof and reconstructed the
amount and installed a

removed the tiled
temple spending a good
dhwajasthambam before the temple. He wanted to
remove the old Sivalingam and reinstall a new
one and when it was dug 2 yards deep, the lower
part of the Lingam was not found. It was therefore
thought that it was swayambloo (90”"“3“”“0
Lingam and that the rootof the Lingam is in the
River Gowthami, the tributary of Godavari. The
Lingam is 24 inches in circumference and 43 feet
in helght and is like the car of a cow.

Sri Gokarneswaraswamy Kalyanam is celeb-
rated for one day on Chaitra Suddha Panchami
(March—April). Sevas arc conducted during the
entire month of Kartikam (October= November)
and during Mahasivaratrl in Magham (January=
February). Prabhala Teertham (Fair) is held dur-
ing Sankranti in January. The tocal Hindus cong-
regate.  Formerly, this temple was under the
trusteeship of Sri Mecrzapur Zamindar and from
15 years it is under a trustee. The pujari 15 2
Brahmin and every day naivedyam and incense are
offered by him,

Sri Sitaramaswamy temple is also an ancient
one. It is now under the management of & trustee.
Every day naivedyam is offered. Sri Sitaramaswamy
Kalyanam is performed on Chaifra Suddha Navami
(March—April). Local Hindu devotees congregate.

Farmer,

SOURCE : Sastri,

Sri M. Venkatarama

Gumparru.

14.  Abbirajupalem hamlet of Doddipatla— Situated
at a distance of one mile from Doddipatla l?us-'
stand to the north of the Bank Canal of this V\l“a‘
ge, 8 miles from the palacole Railway Station
and 14 miles from Narsapur, the taluk headquar-
ters. As a Kshatria by name Abbiraju liv.ed here
in the begining, it is called  Abbirajupalem
after him.

’

«

" The 1otai’( population of the village 'Doddipatla
including its hamlets is 8,037 and 1t 18 made up
j‘

£
-

of the following communities: Caste Hindus-Brah-
min, Vaisya, Karnibhaktula, Kapu, Settibalija,
‘“Yadava, Chakali etc. ctcg Scheduled Castes
(1,498)-Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala ctc.; Schedu-
led Tribes (29)=Yerukula; Dudekulas, Muslims and
Christians. The chief mecans of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, raising
of betel leaf gardens, weaving, trade in cocoanuts
and other traditional occupations.

Temples of Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy, Sri
Rama, Anjaneyaswamy and Kanakadurga are the
places of worship in the hamlet. There are 2
images of Kanakadurga; one is of stone in human
form and the other, made of wood, is painted with
colours.

Kanakadurga Teertham is celebrated for 6
days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima to Bahulu
Panchami (April-May). Cocoanuts, bananas and
other fruits and flowers are offercd to the deity.
Panakam (jaggery water slightly spiced) and
vadapappu (soaked greengram dhal) are served by
devotees during the festival. Kumkuma puja is per-
formed during Devinavaratrulu in  Asviyujam
(September—October). Tt is being celebrated for
the past 100 years and 1s confined to the necigh-
bouring villages. About 500 devotees, local and
from the neighbouring haml:ts, congregate. All
Hindu Castes and Dudekulas take part in the
festival.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
before the temple under a pandal. It is being held
from the origin of the temple. About 500 local
people and from the neighbouring hamlets congre-
gate. Sweetmeats, fruits and flowers are brought
and sold.

Sri  Ramalingeswaraswamy Kalyanam is
celebrated for one day on Magha Suddha Ekadasi
(January—February). Abhishekam is performed with
milk, panchamrutham and with the juice of sugar-
cane. Lakshapathri pujas are also performed by
devotces during Magham (January—February) and
Kartikam  (October—November). Local Hindu
devotees congregate. The pujari 15 a Saivaite
enjoying Inam lands of the temple. Discourses
on puranas and Bhagavadgita are held by sadhus
and pandits. The devotees observe fasting and
jagarana during Ekadasis and during Mondays in
Kartikam (October~November).



SOURCE: Sri Ponna Ching Veerabhadrudu, Cloth

Merchant, Abbirajupalem.

15- Elamanchili—Situated at g distance of 9
miles from the Palacole Railway Station and 15
miles from Narsapur.

The total population of the village is 7,482
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu,
Settibalija, Golla, Chakali etc. etc.; Scheduled
Castes (1.810)~Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, ctc.;
Scheduled Tribes (17); Muslims and Christians.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other
traditional occupations.

tTemples of Siva, Subrahmanyaswamy, Sri
Rama, Veerabrahmam and Ammavaru (village de-
ity) and a church are the places of worship in the
village. All the deities are in human form.

Ammavari Teertham is celebrated for 5§ days
from Phalguna Suddha Dasami (February—~March).
Goats, sheep and fowls are sacrificed to the deity.
It is being celebrated from ancient times and is
confined to the village. The Hindu devotees of the

village ccngregate withoutany distinction of caste
or creed.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for 5 days. People, local and from the surroundin
villages. like Siragarapalle, Chinchinada Merakqg-
lanka, Enumulalanka and Kalagampucii villa ;%
congregate. Sweetmeats, utensils, lanterns pic%u;
res, photos and toys are brought and sold. L,,ottery

gambling and dramas afford entertainment to the
visitors.

Siva Teertham is celebrated on Chui
. . waitra Bahul
Dasami (March-—-Apnl). Sri Veerabrahmam Tt’:&;r(i

tham is celebrated on Maghg Bahula T

riodasi {Ja-
nuary-February). Subbarayuni Shachti is cclebrzgtcd

on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November
ber). Anjaneya Teertham is celebrated
sira Bahula Ekadasi (November—Decem

~Decema
on Marga=
ber),

SOURCE: Sri Y. V. Satyanarayana Murthy, Teacher
Elamanchili. ’ ’

16. Chinchinada—Sjtyated between Elamanchili
and Kalagampudi at a distance of 7 miles from

o
2]

. . N . . ‘
Narsapur. This village was called Chenchuluru a%

it was once inhabited by Chenchus. It grad'llall)’
became Chenchunada and after they left the village
it became Chinchinada.

The total population of the village s 2@08
and it is made up of the following communitics:
Caste Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Raju, Telaga, Ka-
pu, Settibalija, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castés
(643)-Madiga, Mala, etc.; and Scheduled Tribes
(11)- The chief mecans of livelihood of the pedple
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and
other traditional occupations.

Temples of Sri Venugopalaswamy and Mare-
mma are the places of worship in the vitlage. The
nnage of Maremma is of bronze;

Maremma Teertham is celebrated for 5 days
from  Vaisakha Suddha Dasami (April—-Mﬂ)’)'
Sheep, goats and fowls are immolated to the
deity. It is being cclebrated for the past 30 years
and is confined to the necighbouring villages:
About 300 Hindu devotees, local and from the
neighbouring. villages, congregate.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
for one day by the side of the village tank. About
300 people, local and from the neighbouring villa-
ges, congregate. Sweetmeats and utensils ar€
brought and sold.

SOURCE: Sri A. Sree
Chinchinada.

Rama Teacher,

Murthys

17. Yenuguvanilanka—Situated at a distance of 5

miles from Narsapur town and Railway Std-
tion by road and 4 miles by boat along the canal.

The total population of the village is 3,621
and it is made up of the following communities :
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Agni-
kulakshatriya, Telaga, Settibalija, Chakali, Man-
gali, etc. etc.; Scheduled Castes (501)-Adi Andh-
ra, Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (7); and
Christians.  The chief means of livelihood of the
people areagriculture, agricultural labour, fishing
and other traditional occupations.

Temples of the village deities Maremmi,
Mavuramma and Balusulamma are the places of
warship in the village.

Ammavari Jatara is celebrated for 4 days in
Chaitram (March—April) according to the con-
venience of the villagers. Animal sacrifice isin
vogue during the period of the festival. Tt is
being celebrated for the past 60 years and is con-
fined to the village- The Hindu devotees of the
village congregate. Telagas are the chief patrons.
: Subrahmanya Shashti on Margasira Suddha
Shashii (November—December) and Malleswara-
swamy Kalyanam on Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi
(February—March) are the other festivals celebra-
ted in the village.

SOURCE: [. Sri B. Krishna Murthy, Teacher,
Enuguvanilanka.
2. Sri P. Ramanujulu, Teacher, Enugu-
vanilanka.

3. Sri Goteti Sundaresan Rao, Village
Karnam, Enuguvanilanka.

18.  Gondi—Situated at a distance of 5 miles from
Palacole by cart track.

' The total population of the villageis 742 and
1t is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Agnikulakshatriya, Tela-
84, Settibalija, Chakali, etc.; and Scheduled Castes
(238)—Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, etc. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour, fishing and other tra-
ditional occupations.

There are no temples in this village.

Ammavari Uthsavam in propitiation of the
village deity Pemulamma is celebrated for a day
once in a year according to the convenience 'Of
the villagers. Sheep, goats and fowls are sacrifi-
ced to the deity- Itis being celebrated from
ancient times and is confined to the village. The
Hindu devotees of the village congregate without
any distinction of caste or creed. Pujarisare
Agnikulakshatrias.

SOURCE: Sri G. Lingaraju, Karnam, Gondi.

19f . Navarasaprram —Sjtuated at a distance of 4
miles from tke Narsapur Railway Station by road
and 3 mileg’by boat.

/"//
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The total population of the village is 1,234
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Agnikulakshat-
ria (Palle), Telaga, Kapu, Scttibalija, Yadava,
Rajaka (Chakali),  Nayibrahmin  (Mangali)
etc.; Scheduled Castes (186)—Adi Andhra, Madi-
ga; and Christians. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
fishing, cattle-breeding and rope making.

A temple of Kanakavanuvulamma and a
church “are the places of worship in the village.
The imzige. of Kanakavanuvulamma is sculptured
in cement. The temple is having roof of tiles.

Kanakavanuvulamma Uthsavam is celebrated
for 14 days form Vaisakha Suddha Vidiya to Purnima
(April-May). Fruits and flowers are offered to the
deity. Fasting and jagarana are observed by some
devotees in their houses. It is being celebrated
from ancient times and is confined to the village.
The Hindu devotees of the village congregate
without any distinction of caste and creed. Sar-
vasri Adabala Bhujanga Rao of Kapu caste and
Digamarthi Subbarao of Nayibrahmin caste are
the trustees. The present pujari is a potter by
name Sri Manthina Viswanadham.

Sri Pusuluri Venkata Subba Rao, Karnam,
Navarasapuram.

SOURCE *

20. Narsapur—Taluk and Revenue Divisional
headquarters of the same name and situated on
the right bank of the Vasishta branch of the River
Godavari about 6 miles from its confluence with
the sea. Itis the terminus Railway Station on
Nidadavole—Narsapur broad gauge section of the
Southern Railway at a distance of 35 miles from
Nidadavole.

It is said that the Madanagopalaswamy
temple was constructed in 1173 A, D. If this is
correct, the town must have been in existense
since then. This place was a former settlement of
the Dutch and the French and thc British took
this from the French in 1759 A. D.

«Forde at once sent forward a force of 1,500
sepoys to occupy Rajahmundry; and the garrison
there, imagining that the whole of the English
force was upon them, abandoned the fort on 10th
December (1758 A. D.) and retired to the south.
Forde again advanced on January 28th and reach-



ed Ellore on February 6th.  Thence he detached

a force to occupy the French factory at Narsapur
which was abandoned on its approach.™1

The importance of this town is aptly descri-
bed in the Gazetteer of Southern India thus:

*“Narsapoor is also a seaport, now frequented
chiefly by Native craft, but in the time of the
Honorable Company’s cloth trade it was resorted
to by English ships of large size., Vesselsare built
and repaired in mud docks on the banks of the
river—the anchorage is several miles from the
mouth, depth 5 or 6 fathoms, At high tide there
is about 8 feet of water over the bar; outside the
bar is a shifting sand bank, which has much in-
creased in size of late years, and the entrance is
from the south between the sands. Lightly laden
vessels enter the river by a circuitous channel,
known to the Native pilots. Most of the cargo is
discharged at Antarvedy, a place of religious resort
situated near the sea, closeto the river's mouth.
There is no doubt that much might be done to
improve the bar, and with the removal of the im-
pediments which now exist, Narsapoor would pro-
bably in time recover its former importance as a
seaport. The annual value of exports now amounts
to about a lac of rupees, notwithstanding the utter
want of any proper approach to the town., With
a fine navigation canal leading from the principal
agricultural towns in this part of the district, and
with an improved exit from this branch of the
Godavari, whichis no less than 40 or 50 feet deep
opposite the town, Narsapoor would in a very few
vears "become the important place of trade for
which its natural position seems eminently to
adaptit. There are many resident merchants of
wealth and respectability, but in consequence of
the difficulties encountered at their own port,
they are obliged to transfer much of their trade to
Coringa. European capital might be laid out
here to great advantage, and a resident European
merchant of experience and energy might expect
success. The climate is excellent, and seems pec-
uliarly adapted to the European constitution; the

health of the Native inhabitants also is remar-
kable, and living is particularly moderate.” 2

Though the place is congenial one for a
happy living it has to face the fury of Vasistha
Godavari occasionally. In 1614 and in 1679 A. D.
the encroachments of this river seem to have for-
ced many to leave their houses.

“The next inundation which occurred was
that of May 20, 1787....

Pitiable details of the havoc wrought by this
hurricane and flood are to be found in the corres-

1. Madras District Gazetteers, Godavari, Vol. 1, p, 32
2. Gazetteer of Southern India,

of ¢ p.43
3. Madras District Gazetteers, Godavari, Vol. 1,p 142
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In 1839 a cyclone raged all along t
from Vizagapatam to Narsapur.

. 30,064
The total population of 1“_° lm?nn:umtieS;
and it is made up of the following ,(’Oli a, Kap¥s
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatt iy\;l’mkmla'
Kamma, Kummari, Kammard, {Q"mctc_; he-
Dcvanga, Agnikula Kshatriya, G“Y“?d cte; Sche-
duled Castes (2,141)-Mala, Madigd istians. The
duled Tribes (216); Muslims and Chrl’ e agti-
chief means of livelihood of the peoP ;“shil\g an
culture, agricultural labour, wcava’_ ar town
other traditional occupations. _N"‘r‘”apindusu’y-
stands in an unique position 10 m‘.:étow“ an
This cottage industry is peculiar to this ared fro®
the surrounding villages. The lace prep ot 800
the hands of the women at this placc. h?s g_m Ame-
demand in foreign countrics, ‘CSPCC‘“‘Tyh’c yolume
rica, England, France, Australia, etc. akhs rupees
of trade is of the order of about 50 la exchange:
per year. This trade earns good foreign
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Temples of Sri Adikesavaswamy, a,lS(;slivamy,

as  Emberumannar, Kapila Ma“esw”Madana-

Rajagopalaswamy, Amareswaraswamy, Anjaneyd”

gopalaswamy, Venkateswara, Sri Rumu’Gqﬂtalam‘

swamy, Kanaka Durga, Vanamulamma, 3‘churches
ma, Mastan Saheb darga. a mosque and
are the places of worship in this town-

. 1 le
Adikesavaswamy alias Emberumannar temp

. ear

This sacred temple was founded mR;:fazaP‘
1788 A. D. by late Revered Puppala “rnof ©
pa Naidu, the then Dubash to the Gth temp!®
Madras. He got constructed the presen s within
with all its gopurams and the other shrine temple:
the compound wall of Adikesavaswamy gri Lak-
The other shrines in the enclosure arc OfM navald
shmi Devi, Andalamma, Alwa Charya, a‘cmple
Mahamuni and Garuda. It is said that the of this
of Anjaneya and the pushkarini in frOﬂtRamanu-
temple were also got constructed by 1ated onnecs
ppa Naidu. There is an interesting legen Cid that
ted with the origin of this temple. u-)s :{aamanu-
the disciples of the great Vaishnava Saint ., pefore
ja alias Emberumannar requested l\‘a‘manul“ *
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*his
rya : e
Yanam (o permit them to worship his idol.

€ Perm:
errgdri:;;tl:?g ‘tll.c{n to worship his idol and trans-
at was pr'cb',m’:l”a' powers to the stone replica
aManyjy Secﬁ;”c by his disciples. Similarly
Powerg to th S to  have transferred spiritual
After the m‘rc Satagopam bearing  his  padukalu.
nshrineg ?’:lmr'n of Ramanuja, his idol was
adrag State ." temple ~at Perambudur in
f‘PPeared bef. and worshipped. Sri Ramanuja
MY dream ore Plfppulu ‘Ramanappa Naidu
temple fOrl'dnd ordained him to construct a
amanappq“m dt Narsapur .and worship him.
SCulpopg r‘c '_Nlﬂdu gathering some skilled
4 Stone l‘_e ]'ptuer to Pcrambudur, to get prepared
ido} Prepap ica of Ramanuja. Though the stone
one in ¢, red by the sculptors was equal to the
e"Chames temple at Perambudur, Ramanappa was
the tom1 and lured by the or}gmal idol in
eram ¢ and wanted to take it away from
: ml?lldur, exercising his influence as Dubashi.
imell)uja""s and other devotees at Perambudur
thep ored Ramanappa to desist from taking away
original idol and they conceded to part with

the satagopam which contained the padukas of
Ramanuja. Ramanappa somehow gave up the idea
of removing the original idol. He brought the
Stone image of Ramanuja and the satagopam after
observing all the rituals from Perambudur and
enshrined the image in the templeat Narsapur.
As it is essential that there should bea temple
for Lord Vishnu, where there isa temple for
Ramanuja, he got constructed the temple of
Adikesavaswamy also. This temple is considered
to be a very sacred temple as there is the original
satagopam bearing the padukas of Ramanuja. The
stone image of Kesavaswamy is in human form
with four hands, flanked by Sridevi and Bhudevi.
Just adjacent to this temple is the shrine of
Ramanuja with his image in human form with

folded hands.

Kapila Malleswaraswamy temple

The lord is here in the form of a stone Siva-
lingam, Within the compound of this temple,
there are also two shrines of Subrahmanyeswara-
swamy with the images of the deities in serpent
form, and another of Sancswaraswamy with the
image of the deity in human form. [t is believed
that Kapila Mahgmuni during his sojourn to all
ame to this place to havea dip
ters of Vasishta Godavariand that

¢ Sivalingam here for worship. So

sacred shrines,
in the holy
he installed

[ 3]
.
.

the Lord herc goes by the name Kapila Mallewara-
swamy. It is not known who constructed the
temple for the Lord. It is said that onc
Manchili Seshaiah constructed the front hall
about 200 years ago. The shrine of Subramanye-
swaraswamy was constructed in the year 1938 by

Srimathi Sishta Durgamma.

Amareswaraswamy temple

This is majestically perched on the banks of
Vasishta Godavari. It is believed that sage Vas-
ishta installed the stone Sivalingam here for per-
forining pujas. It is said that about 400 years
back somc persons belonging to the family of
Betevaru constructed the temple and endowed
some lands in the name of the Lord.

Madanagopalaswamy temple

It is said that one Kowlur Mangaiah cons-
tructed this temple in 1173 A. D. There is an
inscription on one of the pillars in the rear of the
temple. Thz pujari contends that the inscription
contains the date of construction of this temple
as 1173 A. D. But the inscription is not decip-
herable. It seems that there was only the stone
image of Madanagopalaswamy in human form
playing on a flute. About 150 years back one
Saripalle Reddaiah of Narsapur installed the
images of Satyabhama and Rukmini.

Sri Adikesavaswamy Bramhothsavam is cel-
ebrated for 10 days from Chaitra Suddha Purnima
to Bahula Navami (March~April). On Purnima
dhwajarohanam in the morning and procession on
simha vahanam; on Bahula Padyami, procession on
hamsa vahanam; on Vidiya, Varadaraja alankaram
in the morning and hamsa vahanam in the evening;
on Tadiya, Surya alankaram in the morning and
in the evening procession on Chandra vahanam; on
Chaviti, Jaganmohini pallaki seva in the morning
and Rajadhiraja vahanam in the evening; on Pan:-’
chami, vasanthothsavam in the morning and in the
evening procession on gaja vahanam; on Shashti,
car festival with Rajamannar alankaram; on Sap- .
thami, pushpakam in the morning and procession
on aswa vahanam in the evening; on Ashtami,
chakravari and yedumusugula uthsavam; and on
Navami, Sripushpayagam are the rituals observed
during the festival. Cocoanuts, fruits, chakkarg-
pongali, potlakaya paramannam are offered to the

deity.



This festival is being celebrated since the
inception of the temple. About 2,000 local Hindu
devotees participate in the festival. The founder
late Puppala Ramanappa Naidu acquired substan-
tial immovable properties in the name of the
deity, and provided for all the services in the
termple.  Till 1925 the temple and its affairs were
managed by the founder’s family, when it was
taken over by the Hindu Religious & Charitable
Endowments (Administration) Department. The
temple has 130 acres wet Inam land. There
are four Brahmin pujaris with hereditary rights.

Prasadam is distributed thrice a day during the
festival.

Sri Emberumannar Uthsavam is celebrated
for 10 days from Chaitra Bahula Ekadasi to Vaisa-
kha Suddha Panchami (March~April). There is
Mangalagiri-Kelam on  the first three days. The
image of the deity is taken out in procession on
different vahanams like, aswa, Chandra, etc. on the
other days. Cocoanuts, fruits and naivedyam are
offered to the deity in fulfilment of vows. The
local Hindu devotees participate in the festival.
Pujaris are Brahmins with hereditary rights.

Jwalathorana Mahothsavam is celebrated in
Kapila Malleswaraswamy temple for a day on
Kartika Purnima (October—~November). The deity
is taken out in a procession. Cocoanuts and flo-
wers are offered to the deity. This is an ancient
festival and is confined to Narsapur only. About
500 local Hindu devotees participate in the festi-
val.  Pujari is Sri Manchili Suryanarayana Mur-

thi, a Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram with heredi-
tary rights,

Subrahmanya Sashti is celebrated for one
day on Margasira Suddha Shashti (November-Dec-
ember). Cocoanuts, milk, chalibindi and nuvvupindi
are offered to the deity in fulfilment of vows.
About 600 local Hindu devotees participate in the
- festival. Pyjari of Kapila Malleswara Swamy

performs the pujas in this temple also.

A petty fair is held before the temple in
connection with Subrahmanya Shashti with a few
shops selling, toys of various kinds and other
sundry articles. About 600 local Hindu devotees
attend the fair. Women and

) children are
predominant,

Amareswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
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brated for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi {0
Amavasya (January-- February). On Ekadasi, kal-
yanam; on Dwadasi, procession of the deity on
nandi vahanam; on Triodasi, ledi vahanam; on Cha-
thurdasis trisulasnanam and on Amavasya, sathagha-
tabhishekam are the rituals observed during the
festival. Cocoanuts, fruits, naivedyam are offered to
the deity in fulfilment of vows. Devotees have @
dip in the holy waters of Vasishta Godavari and
worship the Lord on Amavasya. About 2,000
devotees local and from nearby villages partici-
pate in the worship on this day. This is an ancient
festival and is confined to Narsapur and a few
nearby villages. There is 28 acres wet Inam land.
The Hindu Religious & Charitable Endowments
(Administration) Department manages the festival.
Pujari is one Sri K. Mallikarjuna Sarma, a Brah-
min of Kowndinyasa gotram With hereditary
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all present.

Rajagopalaswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebra-
ted for 7 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami 10
Bahula Padyami (February—March). Cocoanuts and
fruits are offered to the deity. This is an ancient
festival but is of local significance. The local
Hindu devotees participate in the festival. There
1s an Inam of 30 acres wet land in the name of the
Lord. The Hindu Religious & Charitable Endow-
ments (Administration) Department manages the
festival. Pujari is one Sri Purushottama Dikshitu-

lu, a Vaighanasa Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

Madanagopalaswamy  Kalyanothsavam 1S
celebrated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Eka-
dasi to Purnima (April-May). On Dasami dhwaja-
rohana; on Ekadasi, garudothsavam and kalyanam;
On Dwadasi, rathothsavam; on Triodasi, procession
of the. deity on ponnavahanam; on Chathurdasi,
procession on hamsa vahanam and on Purnima,
procession on Surya are the rituals observed dur-
ing the festival. Cocoanuts, curds, and milk arc
OfTe\fed to the deity in fulfilment of vows. This
festival, though an ancient one, is of local signifi-

cance. About 500 local Hindu devotees partici- -

pate in the festival. Pujari is Sri Peddinti

Venkata Lakshminarasimha Charyulu, a Brahmin

Ollehargavasa gotram. Prasadam is distributed to
all.

Madar Saheb ig worshipped ‘A.\y the devotecs
of all communities on every Thursdav and Friday.

Fatables are offered and incense is burnt before
the darga.

SOURCE: [. Sri P. Venkata Reddi Nayudu, Retired

Tahsildar, Narsapur.

2. Sri K. Parameswara Rao, Temple
Executive Officer, Narsapur.
3. Dr. T. Ramarao, M. A., Ph. D.,

Principal, The Narsapur College, Narsapur.

21. Lakshmaneswaram—Sijtuated at a distance of
about 4 miles from Narsapur by road as well as
by boat on the River Godavari. To get absolved
of the sin of having killed Rakshasa Ravana, a
great devotce of Lord Siva, Sri Rama is said to
have installed 100 Sivalingams throughout the
length and breadth of the country. Soon after-
wards Lakshmana, the brother of Sri Rama, ins-
talled here a Sivalingam brought by Anjaneyaand

hence the village goes by the name Lakshmanes-
Waram.

The total population of the village is 7,113
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya,
Kshatriya (Raju),Agnikulakshtriya (Palle), Telaga,
Settibalija, Yadava, Chakali, Kummari, Mangali,
etc. etc.; Scheduled Castes (847)—Adi Andhra,
Madiga, Mala; Muslims and Christians.  The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour, pottery, goldsmithy,
fishing, trade and other traditional occupations.

Temple of Sri Lakshmaneswaraswamy, Rama,
Subrahmanyaswamy and of the village deities
Mutyalamma and Gogullamma are the places of
worship in the village. The image of Lakshma-
heswaraswamy, said to have been installed by
Lakshmana, is a stone Sivalingam. There are the
images of Urmila, Lakshmana’s wife and a stone
Image of Durga in this temple. Tt is believed that
Durga manifested Hersclf after killing the Rak-
shasa Sambarasura at this place.

Mahasivaratri is celzbrated in Lashmaneswara
Kshetram for 5 days from Magha Bahula Chatur-
dasi (January—February). Every day Rudrabhishe-
kam is performed to Swamy and Lalithasahasrana-
ma  kumkumpuja <o the deity Durga. Flowers and
fruitsare offered to the Swamy. Gold ornaments and
Cash are offer.d to Durga in fulfilment of vows.
It is being elebrated from ancient times and is
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confined to district. The Hindu devotees, local
and from far and near places of the district, con-
gregate. The expenditure is met from the in-
come got from the 100 acres of land attached to
the temple.  Pujari is Sri Manchili Atchuthara-
maiah, an Adisaivadravida Brahmin of Kasyapasa
gorram with hereditary rights.  Prasadam is dis-
tributed to all. Free feeding is arranged on a
large scale.

A fair is held in connection with the festival.
It is being held from ancient times and the people,
local and from several villages in the district,
congregate. Sweetmeats, utensils, lanterns, mir-
rors, combs and tovs arc brought and sold. There
are choultries. Temporary pandals are put up
during the period of the festival.

Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
in  Vaisakham (April-May). Gamalagudupu a
particular function is observed. There is night
long procession on the first night. The second
night is for rest and sleep. On the third day, yata
also called nadiveedhi teertham is done. Sheep,
goats, fowls and birds are sacrificed at the temple
generally and at times on road to the temple dur-
ing the procession; cocoanuts and bananas are also
offered. Formerly it was celebrated from the in-
come got from fishing. Daily in the morning
naivedyam is offered to the deity and in the even-
ing deeparadhana is arranged. Telagas and Setti-
balijas are the patrons. Pujariis a Yadava of
Pasulla gorram with hereditary rights. Prasadam
is distributed to all.

SOURCE: 1. Sri Tailorpeta Mastan Sahibs Teacher,
Lakshmaneswaram.

2. Sri Vanamala Sri Ramamurthy,
cher, Lakshmaneswaram.

3. Sri Ayyagari Purnamallikarjuna'Sarma,
Karnam, Lakshmaneswaram.

Tea-

4. Sri L. Veeraraju, Teacher, Lakshmane-
swaram.

22. Linganaboyinacherla —-Situated at a distance of
6 miles to the south of Narsapur. Once two
brothers by name Linganna and Bayyanna lived
here and so this village came to be called Linga-
naboyinacherla.

The population of the village is 5,294 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste



Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Agnikula kshatriya,
Kapu, Settibalija, Chakali, Mangali etc. etc;
Scheduled Castes (328);—Adi Andhra, Madiga,
Mala; Scheduled Tribes (2); and Christians,  The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour, fishing, salt making,

vegetable growing and other traditional occupa-
tions.

Temples of Muthyalamma, Maremma, Siva,
Rama and Subrahmanyaswamy are the places of
worship in the village. The images of Maremma
and Muthyalamma are wooden images in human
form painted with colours.

Mutyalamma Teertham and Maremma Teer-
tham are each celebrated for 2 days on Chaitra
Suddha Padyami and Vidiya and Chaitra Bahula
Padyami and Vidiya respectively. They are being
celebrated for the past 50 years and are confined
to the village. The Hindu devotees of the village
congregate without any distinction of caste or

creed. Pujaris are Agnikulakshatriyas with here-
ditary rights.

The deities are brought to the centre of the
village 10 days in advance of the festivals and
every day pujasare performed. Bananas, boorelu,
anapa dhal and cooked field beans and greens are
offered as naivedyam to the deity. Sheep, goats
and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. Some devo-

tees take intoxicants and eat mutton as a part of
the rituals,

In the Siva temple, kalyanam is celebrated
on Vaisakha Purnima (April-May) and on Kartika
Purnima  (October~November).  Prasadam and
panakam are distributed to all. Subrahmanya
Shashti is celebrated on Margasira Suddha Shashti

(November—-December)

in
temple,

Subrahmanyaswamy
Sti Rama Kalyanam is celebrated on
Chaitra  Suddha Navami (March-April) in the
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on the 14th and 15th January. The temple of
this deity is on the outskirts of the village. Be-
fore celebrating the Jatara, the deity is brought
out 10 days in advance and installed temporarily
in the centre of the village. From that day pujas
are performed daily to the deity. During the
last 2 days, the deity is taken out in a procession
for one day and on the following day the deity 1s
taken to the temple and naivedyam is offered.
Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed on the last
day to the deity in fulfilment of vows. All com-

munities participate in the festival. About 1,000
devotees congregate.

Ganapathi Navaratrulu are celebrated for 9
days from Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi (August-—
September). Every day abhishekam is performed

in the morning and palaharam is distributed in
the night.

Devi Navaratrulu are celebrated from Asviyuja
Suddha Padyami to Navami for 9 days; and on
Dasami, pujas are performed to the sami tree and
the deity is taken out in a procession.  Abhishe-

kam is performed on Kartika Suddha Purnima
(October—November).

SOURCE: Sri Malladi Venkatasuryanarayana, Teq-

cher, Pamul.parru.

3. Akividu—A railway station on the Bheema-
varam—Gudivada branch line situated at a dist-
ance of about 10 miles from Bheemavaram.

The total population of the village is 13,06}
and it is made up of several sub-communities of
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (1,082); Sche-
duled Tribes (180); Muslims and Christians. Tpe
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-

culture, agricultural labour and other traditional
occupations

Village deity Kolletikota Peddintlamma s
worshipped in the village.

Kolletikota Peddintlamma festiva] i
rated for 7 days in Magham (January—Feby
About 10,000 devotees, local and from th
ghbouring villages of all communities, ¢

Small shops are opened for the sale o
palle toys.

celeb-
uary),
¢ nej-
ongregate,
f Konda-
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There are choultries.  Pandal are put up.
Drinking water is supplied to the pilgrims.

, - . ished

SOURCE : Statement of fairs and festivals fu"””he’
by the District Health Officer, Wes
Godavari,

4. Cherukuvada—Sijuated at a distance of 10

. ‘ _ les
miles from Tanuku Railway Station and 20 ml.le
from Nidadavolec.

The total population of the village 1s 2’831
and it is made up of the following communities:
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Kapt,
Settibalija, Viswabrahmin; Scheduled Castes (328)'
Madiga, Mala; and Scheduled Tribes (13)- The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agr~

. P 1=
culture, agricultural labour, trade and hand
crafts.

The temples of Chennakesavaswamys S“
Visweswaraswamy, Rama and the village de1ty
Barramma are the places of worship in the vnllagcr;
Chennakesavaswamy is a stone image in humﬂa
form with 4 hands holding sankhu (conch); Ch”kre
(disc) and  gadha (mace) in the three hands, th
fqurth hand being abhaya hastam.

Chennakesavaswamy Kalyana mahOthsavani
I celebrated for 7 days from Magha Suddha Na-
vami 10 Purnima (January—February). This fes-
tival comprises the following: Deeksha, ankurar
pana, dhwajarohana, Sri Devi and Bhudevi vivaha™
and the festival culminates on th: 7th day with
chakrateeriham and pushpayagam. Teertham an'q
Prasadam are distributed to all present. _ Th"
festival is of ancient origin and of local Slg"‘ﬁ-
cance only. Only Hindu residents of the V,‘“age
congregate. Pujari is a Vaikhanasa Brahmin ©
Bhargava gotram with hereditary rights.
Aradhanas and festivals are celebrated in the name
of Sri Achanta Perraju  Dramas and Harikathas
afford entertainment to the congregation.

Narasimha Jayanthi is celebrated for @ d:):
on Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi (April-May). Ab :0
Shekam and Sahasranamarchana are performed ¢
the Lord. Vadapappu and panakam are offered.

This festival is of ancient origin and is ©f

190;\1 Significance. The Hindu residents of the
Vl“age congregate.

Mlower for ecach name).

Dhanurmasam commences from Margasira
Suddha Ashtami (November—December) and gon-
tinues upto the second day of Sankranti festival
and is celcbrated with much pomp. Every day
by sun-rise there is sahasranamarchana to Sti
Chennakesavaswamy (worship of the 10rd by re-
peating His one thousand names and offering
either kumkum (vermilion), bilvam, wlasi or a
This is followed by
worship, harathi and offerings.

t

SOURCE :  Sri Khandavilli Venkatacharyulu, Pujari,

Cherukuvada.

S. Kallakuru—Sjtuated at a distance of 4 miles
from Akividu Railway Station on Bheemavaram=
Gudivada branch line of the Southern Railway
and 10 miles from Bheemavaram Railway Station.

The total population of the village 1S .2,37}
and it is made up of several sub-communities ©
caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes (150). The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture and agricultural labour.

The temple of Sri Venkateswaraswamy is the
only place of worship in this village.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrat'ed
for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (A_P“l‘
May). About 400 Hindu devotees of the village
Congregate.

SOURCE :  Statement of fairs and festivals fuﬂgszed
by Superintendent of Police, West Goda
vari.

6. Seesali—Sityated at a distance of 6 miles fr(;m
Bheemavaram, on the Bheemavaram—Juvvaia-
palem road-

The total population of the village 15 2,590
and it is made up of the following c(?mmunmes.
Caste Hindus—Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Padma-
sale, Vaisya, Gowd, Chakali, Mangali, Kapw
etc.; Scheduled Castes (314); Schedulf:d Tribes
(7); Muslims and Christians. The .chlef mean;
of livelihood of the people are agriculture an
agricultural labour.

The temples of Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy,
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Venugopala;wamy,Subrahmanyeswaraswamy, Gan-
ganamma, Poleramma and a church are the places
of worship in the village. There are also ‘three
Rama temples. The image of Sri Ramahnges-.
waraswamy is a stone Sivalingam and of Sri
Venugopalaswamy is of stone.

Sri Subrahmanyeswaraswamy Shashti is celeb-.
rated for a day on Margasira Suddha Shashti
(November—Dccen'nber). The devotees of tl}e
village congregate. Local Hindus participate in
the festival.

Another festival celebrated in the village 1is
of Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyal.aothsavam for'1 6
days from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi (March~Apri 2
The devotees of the v1llag§: congregate: .On y
Hindus participate in the festival. The pujaris are
Sarva Sri Srinivasula Gopalacharyl.llu, Bhaskara-
charyulu, Srinivasacharyulu, Narasimhacharyulu,
and Pandurangacharyulu of Kasyapasa gotram
with hereditary rights and the chief patron is one
Sri Chakrapanirao,

The pujari for Ramalingeswaraswa‘lmy is Aya-
luri Anjaneyavaraprasuda Rao, Brahmm. of Ko;-
ndinyasa gotram and the. patron is one Sri Mamid-
anna Veerraju, a Brahmin.

Sri Mamidanna Veerraju, Karnam, See-
sali.

SOURCE :

7. Dirusumarru—Situated at a distance of 5 miles
from Bheemavaram Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 4,742}
it i b—communities o
nd it is made up of several su
Zaste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (164); ar}d sche.
duled Tribes (13). The chief means of hyehhood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Subrahmanyaswamy Shashti is celebrated for
2 days from Margasira Suddha Shashti (Noveplber-
December).  About 200 local Hindu residents
participate in the festival.

Siatement of fairs and festivals furnished
by Superintendent of Police, West Goda-
vari.

SOURCE *

8. Yenamadurru—Situated about 4 miles from
Bheemavaram Railway Station.



The total population of the village 15 2,749
and it is made up of several sub-communitics of
Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (365) and S:che-
duled Tribes (13). The chict means of

hood of the people arc agriculture and
tural labour.

bivohi-

agricut-

Subrahmanyaswamy is worshipped in the vill-

age.  Sri Subrahmanyaswamy

Shashii is celeb-
rated for 2 days from Margasira Suddha  Shashii
(November-December). About 300 Hindu devo-
tees participate in the festival,

SOURCE :  Sratement of fairs and festivals furnished

. by Superintendent of Police, West

Godu~
vari.
9. Bheemavaram __7y,, taluk headquarters and o
railway station on Nidadavole

. ~Narsapur broad
gauge line of the Southern Railway. 1t is connected

Narsapur and Vija-
wada.  The full name of the place as given in

inscriptions is Chalukya Bheemavaram. This was
under the rule of Eastern Chalukyas in the 9
century A, D. The name of Chalukya Bhima who
ruled this part of the country in 890918 A.D. i,
preserved by this town Bheemavaram, Bhimeswa-
raswamy, was the favourite deity of the Chatukya
kings. The Chalukys Biijina constructed
temples to Bhinwswar.~;wamy, the Bhimeswary tem-
plein this town being one of them. Gunupudj
which is included in Bheemavaram was famous in
thgse days as the centre for meeting of the Veera-
saivas,

[t is also said that this town deriv
name as Bhimavaram

Under the

by buses to Elury, Gudivada,

miny

N
after the epic hero Bhima,

Mughals it appears to have been colled
Ml‘Uthyunjzmagur,

.The total population of the town is 43,821
and it is made u

C

p of the following commiunitics:
aste Hmdus—Brahmin, \Y

adsya, Kshariya (Ruju),
Velaga, Kapu, Turupu Kapu et Scheduled
(;astes (3,010) etc.; Scheduled Tribes (582); Mus-
ltms and Christians. The chief means of liveli-
hood of the peopls are agriculture, agricutiural
labour, and other traditiona| occupations,
Temples of Bhimeswaragw
swamy, Someswaraswamy, Anj
lingeswaraswamy,

amy, Janardana-

aneyaswamy, Rama-
Kodanda Ramasw

amy, Subrah-
manyeSWa[‘aSW'dlny, SUbbar'dyudu’ Annupurna’ vill-
age deities Adilakshmamma, Poleramma and Bhe-
telamma, Suibaba, Thyagaraja Mandiram. two
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. yoI-
N s RIS Of A
mosques and two  churches are the pla

ship in the town.

' ave

Temple of Bhimeswaraswamy is said ‘l‘o h;‘n;:
beren constructed by the Cualukya Kl-ljjl:-1|1\l1'l'
Stvadingam s suid to be o swayrindu (e '
fested),  Thcere is a manrapain i (he
on one ol the pillars of  the mantapam
some letters inscribed in Pali language.

templs and
there are

sWaTde
The Sivalimgun in (}an“@i Qomki:::’:'”
swamy temple which is 3 feet 1 height ".‘? ;)f (his
1o be a swayambie Lingam. On the qol”:,qu:.
remple there is an inscription in Pali fangwd
. » im-
In Ramalingeswara temple there are l‘)‘lbrwth-\
ages of St Rama, Ganapathis Surya and  yamy-
andihe stone Sivatingam of I{Llllll\m‘gc*“’“"‘:‘ nages
I Subrahmanya temple thereare the bto-‘ﬂ‘\'lﬂ."
ol Sri Subrahmanva and Sri l"n'vzllhi_\V{‘)' ‘_lmugcs Y
Thyagaraja Mandir there are tag Muarble o d i
Sri Rama, Lakshmana. Bharatha, Satrugit
Devi,
Kod imdaramaswamy txmple.
vallamima is S teet in height

in
the Swamy 1._

There is a stone  image of Ma

The image ©

. ime>*
ed i B
Sivaratri Uthsavam is celebrated

ward, Someswara and i R'llnallllli—',cw,illt‘(‘) Chathu#’”
for 4 days from Magha Bahula 1::/\-ada:‘.’duy ther¢ 13
dusi (Ju1;11;1ry——}-'ch:'wlr)')- R ;;[\'u(/u;\l ]
lerubhisliu!\:am rccilil\‘:" "mhwly[‘::/(:am
lakshaparripuja  (puja with the X hundled
thousand names of th: Swamy for ifvam o1 © 2t
to make one lakh and cach trm: y b 1Hﬁuﬂ akshé:
mantram is oftered}, ind l””"”j(,”‘”hw (vcfmiliO“
kumkumorchana {puja with /('l/"/flli’) foxf _’
reciting 1,000 names of the .dcll)" eAmmaV’»"ui
times to mike one lakh nnn.:‘) to l’ﬂry#:;J ruary
On Magha Bahuly Chathurduasi Ul.",nl[l; drﬂblzishekam:
that ix‘nn Sivaratri day thers 18 Ri (o the 3
thiruveerothsavanm and - /c(l/ymml/z.‘mIv("'; ),\,',sdv(ml
myv,  On the fourth day there Is rmlly(owt fcs(i".al .
on the (fth day theppa utsavan (the “i)m an ‘f:"
Thiv feutival iy being eelebratsd TR ooy ring
times and extends to soms of th% a wmp‘e afa
taluks,  The trustees for mal‘:\‘W«;{rjm nka?
Sarvasri Ponna Satyanarayand ,‘) "ratava
Musataial, Kotikalapudi Gon“d“"R‘l\};n ]
Venkna o Gupta and Karumun - wamy temP .
Rio and the trustess for Someswardas a

;\r}‘v
. 7 :nﬂ”‘d ut
are Sarvasri Jupudi Kesavarao (L . bo

praidd. . .
noar] Ammire ing
Inm Somasundram and Ayyagarl A i ur

. e ]\C‘g
30,000 devotees, local and from th

) . . participate 1in

taluks congregate. Oniy Hindus particip s
L. o asowara ten

the festival., The pyjart 1n Bmmc?\,wal;gmrﬁdwu-

. Ot C

one Sri Kottalanka Veeravenkataiah 01 );t'aris' in

jasa gotram and their rclatives are e Ilcjs with

Someswara and Ramalingeswara temp

hereditary rights.

A fair is held in connection with the tc;a“?lql
near Bhimeswara and Someswara ten}plcs for D
days. It is being held from ancient txm‘cs an;i lst
confined to the neighbouring talukis. A ot]\(T
50,000 persons, local and from the nexgrlllb?lil;‘r‘]:
villages, congregate. Utensils, sweets, ‘.llll‘ Vl tl;
Ayurvedic medicines, pictures, photos, mld-C Old
and toys of clay and woaod are brought an S(,) \ci
There is a choultry for Someswara t.emp\e at
free feeding is arranged for the pilgrims. D'ra-
mas and azlnces are enacted by Satyanarazidrllia
Natya Mandali and Venkateswara Natya Manda z:
In Someswara temple a conference on Veda sabser
ras is held on Asviyuja Suddha Purnima (Sept'cn')ous
~October).  About 200 pandits from vari :
places in Andhra Pradesh attend th.: conf'cren'c;l
The meeting is held in the evening 1n Someswar;—
temple when the pandits are welcomed and h.ono;‘e
red.  The pandits attend the conference 1in (-ed
morring and recite Vedas, and thcy are l?onc?ul’ -
by Sri Josyula Atchutharamaiah in Bh.xmeswa'c—
temple and by Sri Ponna Satyanarayana in Rag“r_
lingeswara temple,  Every day the Goddgss 1
vati is decorated as Mahishzlsur:mmrd‘am, RﬂJ{\-)
rajeswari, Annapurna and Saraswathi and  the
boat festival is cclebrated with music.

Sri Subrahmanya Shasti is celebrated eve}rY_
ear for 2 days from Margasira Suddha Shas 11(;
(Novembm«D«:cemb@r)- Rathayaira i3 celebratﬁe
on Sapthami day. Pujas and abhishekam are pvf.'
formed.  Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Kal)’a.nam 18
also celebrated on Sapthami day along W1Fh the
festival.  This festival is being celebrated for the
past 60 years and is confined to the nelghbour.mg
villages.  The trustee is one Sri Gundu NarsH“(.i
hamurthy, About 10,000 devotees, local anl
from the neighbouring villages, congreg'dte_' On i
Hindus participate in the festival. Pujari 15
Brahmin with no hereditary rights. Prasadam is
distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection Wi%h the‘ fCStlwiqcll
for*2 days before the temple. It is bemglolgof)
for the past 60 years. Every day ahout 10,00
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S 5 ;ils. lanterns pic-
yersons congregate, Sweets, utcnsll»,dlm;d Igree
‘t:\res photos and toys are brought an ;o t.rustees

s ar ilgri e .
g is arranged for the pilgrims by th .
B Haritn -rakathas afford enter-
Dramas, Harikathas, and buua‘ ath ord o vl
t '1mcn’t (o the visitors, This 1s a noti 1.c et
amn 3 This » . !
and the Police and NMunicipality help in t
o R
duct of the festvan.

Thyagaraja Uthsavam if'; celcbrate‘czlg(ilc:r:;zrs

Pu-sln'a Bahula Panchami Fo Nc_zvamt ».f r
o arvi. This Uthsavam is being held for (he
;il‘t“,‘lS i‘ﬁars. The devotees, lz)cal aAr;? Cf(r);r?nuni-
neighbourine Ve, oS hisis celebrated
i articipate in the restival. ]
F\eﬁ pdr:x%ylpoltt'e’rhyagamja the famous devotf:e o(ti
Py m'cn:md a singer.  He praiscd and worshl})dpio
ﬁx‘f‘m[:‘ord with his sougs. Pujas are perfgrrggered

C Rama with camphor and  naivedyam 1s d

S‘” l}dm" Talented musicians from Madras at
tO:’ : d’ﬁ;es are invited, and music performal:icetso,
i;:ierr;rcika(haS are hzld which are attende
by thousands of people.

i Rama
6 yzars ago the temple of Sn.
cl?)?x::-tult‘ezi in the railway colony wn};vg;i

el f donations.  Sri Rama Navami uts :
1}619 X kh 'rt‘d for 10 days from ’Chaz(r)ra
P cehS‘;sz;zli to Purnima (March—~April). On
sl d“W there is dhwajarohanam, On tl;le
1:c:,(;onilllSl(\'alyanorhsvam of Sri Sita I}ar:;]ae, Loor;dtise
thi L rasnanam and onlhc‘fourt} ord }
third o ip a procession. There is free feeding
taken b md This festival is being celebrated
on the laSt' ayll(w years and is confined to the
for the PflSt villages. The devotees, local and
neighbour‘ngrciahbbouring villages, §0ngreg?‘e_'
from (1 1"ic: pasticipate in the festival. Pz{/m:z
Al Commm-‘-‘yx..thm ic, a sect of V'ikhangsar'xshl,
y anylt\}}]\;;\:c\ gotram with hereditary rights.
of Gouthe S

i a week with a congreation
air is held fora v .
bA id 1,000 people. Dramas and Harikathas
of abou R Dramas ¢
afford entertainment to the visito

The village deity Mavullamma thh.s?hvaar;mlz
ted every year for 15 days from Jais ud
ce\ebfi\] mi to Purnima (May—June). Ev.ery y y
dlhg 55;/}:(’:”(: discharged and on tbe PurTn;::;zc aaryé
ttlic deity is taken out ina Prc?ct’js‘Sl?néhakaH .
no animal sacrifices. Pujart 15 <
hereditary rights.

. ies Adin
In Guanupuadi Jataras for the village deities Adi



lakmshmamma and Poleramma are celebrated dur-
ing Sankranthi (January),

Sti Saibaba Utsavam is celebrated in Phal-
gunam (February-March) and it is being celeb-
rated for the past 10 years.

In Bhethala Mandir, pujas are performed
during Navaratri from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to
Dasami (Scptember—Octobcr).
Bhethala is takenin a procession on gajavahanam
(elephant carriage). Devotees, local and from
neighbouring villages, congregate,

On Dasami day,

SOURCE: 1. Sri G. Narasimha Sastri, B.4., B.L.,
Advocate, Bheemavaram.

2. Sri Nanduri Gunnewgrq Rao, B.4,
B.L., Advocate, Bheemavaram.

3. Sri Appaiah, B.A., B.Ed., Headmas-
ter, Bheemavaram,

4. Sri D. w. Viswanathasastr, M. A,
B.Ed. Lecturer in w. G. B. College,
Bheemavaram,

5. Sri Vadapalli Lakshmana Perumal,
Pujari, Kodandaramaswamy tem-

ple: Bheemavaram.

10. Garagaparru~Situated at

miles from the Bheemavaram Railway Station ang
5% miles from Bheemavaram by road. The village

is said to have got the name Garagaparru aftey
Garaga Maharshi, a great saint who is

believed to
have performed penance here.

a distance of s

The total population of the village is 3,645
and it is made up of the follo

wing communities:
Caste Hindus, Kshatria, Kapuy, Velama, Gowd,
Golla, Bhagavatulu; etc.; Scheduled Castes (172)-
Madiga, Mala; Scheduled Tripes (10); Muslims
and Christians. The chief me

ans of livelihood of
the people are agriculture and agricultural labour,

The temples of Gouramma, Pallulamma,
Rama and a church are the places of worship in
the village. Besides these, there are the Mutts of
Balayogi and Nagamuni op Bheemavaram-Tadepal-
ligudem bus route and on cither side of the canal
that flows alongside the road there are the Bala-
yogi and Nagamuni Teerthams. This canals has to
be crossed by the devotees who want 1o visit the

“ mutt of Nagamuni.

One Balayogi who is doing Penance for the
last 12 years in a cave and who seldom takes food

and fruits and does not accept any offering, gives
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. \ AQ MNcCE in
his darshan  to the devotees ol

Mahasivaratri day.

R 2 days

Balayopi Uthsavam is cclchmtdllf:l:ruary.
from Magha Buhula Dwadasi (January” os darshan
On Mahasivaratri day, the Balayogl gtY f the cave
to the devotees. The Yogi comes OUtTIC\)ie festiva
and simply surveys the congrcg'\ll“”"lz y‘carS an
s being celebrated for the past .ighbouring
is confined o some of the neis d from
villages. About 10,000 devotcees, e, All commy”
the neighbouring villages, col‘lgl'f‘g*‘“'mndals are
hities participate in the festival. P
erected for the occasion. "

. st1

A fair is held in connection with :T‘cysf.e i
near the Balayogi Ashram for 4 or ibo‘ut 10,00
15 being held for the past 12 years. ing villages
devotees local and from the nclgnb_our1 phot0s 0
congregate. Sweets, glasses, l:mmnst;mught an
Balayogi, mill cloth and toys are e arrange
sold. There is free feeding. Mikes af
and records are played. 5
. r 14 yed
Another saint by name Nugzlmmn.l]()'t plena“ce'
age who came here a year ago, I8 do'n %,S s dar_‘
He too does not take anything. He g|vcl Sivaratf‘-
shan on Subrahmanyashasti day and of the saints
The devotees name their children ﬂﬂcrf vOWS-
Balayogi and Nagamuni in fulfilment ©

evel’Y
. .clebrated
Gouramma Uthsavam is uls0 CC“'bme past 0
year. This is being celebrated fof

years,

. g, A
stri,
SOURCE :  Sri Garimella Gangadharas@

Telugu Pandit, Garagaparru-

iles fro™

1. M)’D“-Situatcd at a distance .Of jxole’Na
the Aravalli Railway Station on Nida ‘cmav‘dfa_m'
Sapur branch jine and 8§ miles from tht consiStmg
[Uis reported that some relics of the p"‘Scnce an® -,
of big pots, 3’ in height 5'-6" circumfer

0
_ . data depth O
In thickness have been dlSCOVcr“d.“\t;clieve -Z:Y
under fields in this village. 1t 1% vicin!

there may be many more such pots ‘I.‘t::he
and it is fondly hoped that if the Sta excavaltl®
logical Department conducts further ht ¥ vealiné
some historical facts may come to 118

the past glory of this place.

haeo”

. ity of wa,
It is said that there is SC"‘.rclt,yd pee
this village from olden days. This ha
cally stated in the following sloka.

a year oﬂ"

tiods

“dod K0T HirtE (S

Endagande mahakshetre

DD Y5586

Mype snanamacharcth

Fniw DKo

Korukallu nivasancha

DIy Sdg 9
u . 1"

¢ Punarjanma navidyathee

(He that takes a bath in Myp'a anq “v'iillll;

Korukollu attains moksham. (salvathlon)—-lrom

implying that the both are impracticable).

The total population of the villagg 1s 7.4(5::::;
it is made up of the following communities: Vad-
Hindus-Brahmin, Kalinga, Kshatria, GOll'a’Andh-
de, Kapu etc.; Scheduled Castes (36)-Adi lihood
13; and Christians. The chief means of liveliho

i 1
of the people are agriculture and agricultura
labour.

Temples of Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy ahnid
Sti Rama and a church are the places _°f Woerrz
in the village. The image of Sri Ra{nah'ngesw ar;d
Swamy is in the form of a stone Sivalingam

. . i Rama 1s
In Ramaswamy temple the image of Sri R
of stone,

Sri Rama Kalyanam is ce‘lebratedh—fzfroi:‘)‘f
day on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March—Ap

: ocal
The celebration is confined to the village. L
Hindus congregate.

d-
SOURCE:  Sri Chitti Venkata Subba R‘Iw, Z;Zry
master, Special Zilla Parishad Elem
School, Mypa.
12,

: t5
Mogallu—Situated at a distance of abou
miles from Bheemavaram Railway Station.

The total population of the village 15 4’9Z6c::ti

it is made up of several sub-communities %eduled

Hindus; Scheduled Castes (510); and Scd e the
Tribes (14). The chief means of hvehhloci-,our
People are agriculture and agricultural 13 .

. . ) .

Subrahmanyaswamy is wo‘r§hlppe(ti) altI;d ;‘l;r

villa‘ge. Sri Subrahmanya Shashti 18 Celf? ENovem-

2 days from Margasira Suddha Shashti
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ber~December). About 400 Hindu residents of
the village congregatc.

Statement of fairs axd festivals furnGtsI‘z;d
by Superintendent of Polices West Go
vari.

SOURCE ©

13. Konithivada—Situated ata digtance oflg xlr;xilii
f . Vecravasaram Railway Station and

rom

from Bheemavaram.

.« village which was originally under th(?
r{tht;:r:/xlll](aiigs came to bzlong t'o Kakarla:)uchf
Mogi} dari when the village was given .by w z )
Zamln_ . nnection with a marital alliance T-
A ct(ivo Since then it was under Kakarla-
Wegf; ;;?nind':\rs till the abolition of the estates.
pu

ati of the village is 4,429
‘Tl'lc tztiael uiog?li:\‘:nfollowing cpmmunitics:
e 1S'nﬂ‘dus—-Brahmin, Velama, Vaisya, .Ksha-
C?Stc H'm Telaga Viswabrahmin, Vadrangi, Kl;-
o (Baju)mbanja-’ etc.; Scheduled Castes (231 ;
mmar'l’~se nd Ch’ristians. The chief means c;
1\'lIuSl'lmbdaof the people are agricu%ture, agricul-
lIVCIllhlz(I;our tradc and other traditional occupa-
tura s

tions.

The temple of Kanaka Durga witlll thc:f g:::ﬁe
e 0 -
ity in human form, the temple |
% thektcller‘;ywith the image of the deity in the foxim
o ae Lingam and the temple. of Ven.ugopa a-
" amS;O:re the places of worship in the village.
swa

: : a Uthsavam is celebrated

o Kal;'zrl:)(:f 3:1%;2‘am5uddha Dasami to Jaistha

for 16 dovs mi (Mav—June). Cocoanut.s and .swce't

B.ahula Dasaofferd £0 the deity. This fest.wal is

d1§hCS almbrated for the past 100 years and is con-

lf"lemdgtiet;c village. The devotees of the village
ne

o ici in the
ties participate 1n
e. All communities
;‘:orlgrelgat Pujari is a Brahmin of Gouthamasa
estival.
gotram.

i d

: Venugopalaswamy Uthsavam is f:elebratc
o 7S;1a;’S°frognlpphalguna ‘;S')udzéhvae rDyas::;t t‘;)uﬁlzh::z

i (F —March).
padyer EiFer)\zidi;);veZ'Iyam, camphor are oﬁ'ered'to
Peffom‘: The devotees local and from the neig-
o LO_r .villages congregate without any disti-
hbo'urmgf caste or creed. Originally there was
a1 od of 16 acres for Siva temple. As this
Fﬂém rlz?ns these 16 acres of land are transferred
is in , s



to Sri Venugopalaswawmy temple and the income
derived from the 32 acres of land

for celebrating the festival of
swamy. Pujari
gotram.

is being utilised
Sri Venugopalta-
of Koundinyasa
Pandals are put up before the d
during the festival. Dramas and flari
entertainment to the visitors.

is  Vaishnava
cuple
kathas aflovd

SOURCE © Sri L. Satyanarayand, Raju Konithivada.

14. Rayakuduru— Situated at a distance of 3%
miles from Veeravasaram Railway Station on Nida-
davole—Narsapur branch line, 3 miles from Pala-

cole—Pamarru road, 12 miles from  Bheemavaram
and 26 miles from Narsapur.

Lt is believed that
this village was ruled by Sri Krishnadevaraya. 1t
is said that Krishnadevaraya camped here for
some time and the village was named after him as
Royalakuduru, which in course of timec became
Rayakuduru. Even now some places of this village
are known as Thimmaraju Cheruvu, Divanam-
garvu and the places where ¢lephants, horses were
stabled

there 1s a

pond called Kannckala
madugu.

The total population of the villuge is 6,062
and it is made up of the following communitics:
Caste Hindus—Settibalija, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(748); and Scheduled Tribes (33). The chief means

of l‘ivelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

The temples of Siva ard Ammavaru are the
p\aces of worship in the village. There are the
images of Mamullamma and Mahalakshmam 'L
The Sivalingam in the temple of Sivais \Se\'mf ol o
have been instailed by Anjaneya. Wi i
ane.ya who offered to bring the S'\.va\'m '\cn i{\m-
Kailas (abode of Siva) to enable Ramag‘tm imaeat
the same on his way home to Ayodhya ¢ Oll\mm
come w1th\p the auspicious time fixed foou’ ‘not
1a-non of Sivalingam, Sri Rama insta\\cdr 'm\tz\\-
Lingam. As .thc Lingam which Anjancy: another
gould not be installed by Rama, An‘iﬂ 0 br'uugh{
installed that Sivalingam in this il e oo
Sivalingam is, however, not being wz;%\:ig;y;c lThm

! d.

In the hoary past there w
Mamullamma. As she was haras
and killing them, they prayed
of them by offering her one

which the Ammavaru agreed
la’s turn came,

ved to

a.s a cruel deity,
Sing tue villagers
her not to kill all
person every day to
- One day .

' a Gound-
He was desparate ag death way
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cortain. Before fatling a prey .“"nhum:m
wanted to try to put end 1o thx? :/m'\gch.
of human sacrifice and save (hu' '\;u mman ¢
1o her with a strong rope. A mmave
him o prostrate ‘
jgnorance and rcqucx’\cd. het
to do. While showing ham
Lo prostrate, e bowed. ek ad
Goundla began 10 beat her bl ot requ
the rope he had hr«uttg\\}.‘ /\\\\\“"1 ‘he
him to stop beating pm\\psmgv?\:\ Gou‘\ a, {he
Lill the villagers therealter. The o g
feft her. back 1o L Cillagets:
upon, tl o the ‘
narrate

pefore her. ‘
to show what
the process as

>
L o
L

Hle cane
what had \\,\ppcncd
There was general relief. oy
. rd
Ammavari Teertham is cclcb‘”““dxfe‘;. p the
on Juistha Bahula Amavasyd (Muy':‘\l‘ yea dur
past a he-buffalo was s;\c\'iiiC.Cd CV\"r‘yb‘éod of 1t
ing the festival. After sacrfict "‘:d plac
was poured into an carthen plate at .
fore the Ammavary, locking the tC“‘Pd an
the animal sacrifice has been 5}""?9‘ o
cocoanuts are offered. This t'cstwa\ :?{n(’ Ji
origin and is confined to the peighbot 1ei;‘
The devotees local and from the. "s i
viltages congregate: All commuﬂ'\“‘j

. . T . with It
in the festival, Pujari ts an Asadi
rights,

It is believed that there are
in this village site though they

are R
where in the village.

and Lord’

e . gomardjis
SOURCE @ Sri G annamagadi Samard]

Rayakuduri.

15. Veeravasaram it 1is &
Nidadavole- Natapur pranch

arame
. . . e '1V«\r°‘
distance of 7 mites trom Phoe M

The total pupu\;ltm“
and it is made up of the
Caste  Hindus = Brahmin, L ety
vinth. Vaisya, Telaga, Sc(nb:\\‘.‘i\’u ¢
Castes (1,981)-Adi Andhrd; SCh-b,f means ©
Mustims and Christians. The chie e and ?
hoad of the people are "‘grlcunu
ral labour. . nak?’

o H’“Yv

Temples of Sri Vl\WCSW.‘.\h\sW
durga, Sita Ramaswamy, S”'
Gogulamma, a mosque, & darga an

..

ll

es
137 £ anc\cnt tim
' ; prated 17 ari ©
ng ce\e - ¢ The puj
: vals are b@ district. : .
The image of 81! fw(‘jware common 1 “:\ gri K dm"“ncSh} ‘ﬁ\;&_
- L gillage. The X a ° . ncht .
staces of worship 1 07 v‘mgof a height of 3 fect vasstwaraSWamgrahmm he pujart 05 a Nambi~™
Visweswaraswamy is of stonf: T s a0 o stone viswe o i, e pufe
and that of St \’enugopa\'«\%wirmg The 1mage 0 amy ao
3 1 > v .
2 feet high, with 3 silver €0

u—
" o and of Go2
Sri Sita Ramaswamy 1 3 feet high

lamma is 46 inches high.

ran away from the
. 0 cap-
slim king emies Who
Once @ us s y his en cerava=
is cetebrated e pattie field "‘S.Cha\ac now known as ell here
Gogulamma Teertham 1 Purnima March™ ared im at thi ph-s ead. The body ¢ place
" 77 days from Chaird Suddh ifice. Th deity *° " ram and cut ;1 in Pe gkonda. At puilt 3
April). There is MO animal s28%) <d. This festiv® m\ ercas the 1 fel yeeravasaf b es, local
worshipped and vows are d‘s?h“:igto this and a fev v re the bodY fell mus one. The devote rogate
is an ancient one and 18 Co“hne()()() Hindu devotees he o which 18 .am\: ring gistricts: €0 %l'm us
neighbouring villages. Abo\'\ut :\,e'\ghbour'mg villages im;ig from the B 1g¥tioon of caste Of aslims 38
[ i d of the 1o distri- distin® th !
(:);t()ngt:\eega:;n?)i?a,i“is a potter. prasadam 13 wnho? a ZS P erlaswamy ¢ theil chﬂdrens
: ' call hut devotees 4 known @
buted to all, ¢b. The °F is o . :
with  the fes- Peewsa?m Ne this darg\::e village- ¢ 18 Sat‘x
. ion r : t the
A fair is held connectt 1t is beind hel afte gu tacheruv® ' ding on 2 hot and his
tival for a week near (7 1emp\e-0 ersons 10¢2 Gurram » king came ! l 4 riding & 4 att
. .. About 1,00 P regate that . op the King peruvt o keep
from ancient Gme: o villages conE porse On e Gursamgunta® death ©
and from the “elghboun\;\sg pictures photos a: . ond, itis called 2% ¥ e village the
Sweets, mirrors and com ’d sold. pramas; ™ P i the
carthen toys are brought an . he congre ‘eeh cse N
ry-go-rounds afford cntertammen the 10 that congregate® for Gog
i also
gation, in dev ¢ to the dargd
pam 18 € iebrated }:‘ festival pay @ visit
Sri Visweswaraswamy Kaly? yember-DeCE” o™ ha Rao, Karnam
on Margasira Suddhd Triodas‘]éNganam js celebrd” Peddada Narasim
a .
ber). Sri Venugopalz\swamy - (Febmafy—-MaTC“ SOURC Jeer gvasaram-
ted on Phalguna Suddha Ekadast s prated O
Sri Sita Ramaswamy Kalyanam Thes®

Chaitra Suddha Navami
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APPLNDIX 1

CALENDAR OF FESTIVALS COMMONLY OBSERVED IN WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT

Name of the festival
2

HINDU FESTIVALS

Sri Rama Navami
Nagula Chaviti
Varalakshmi Vraram
Sri Krishna Jayanthi
Vinayaka Chaviti
Mahalaya Amavasya

Dasara
Deepavali

Dhanalakshmipuja
Subrahmanya Shashti
Sankranti

Bhishma Ekadasi
Maha Sivaratri
Kamadahanam

Holi

MUSLIM FESTIVALS
Ramzan (1d-ul-Fitr)
Bakrig

Moharram
Milad-un-Nabi
Peer-e-Dastagiri

Shab-e-Barat

CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS

New Year’s Day
Good Friday

Christmas

Tidhi in Telugu month
3

Ugadi (Telugu New Year's Day) Chaitra Suddha_ Padyami

Chaitra Suddha Navami
Sravana Suddha Chaviii
2nd Friday in Sravanam
Sravana Bahula Ashtami
Bhadrapada Suddha Chaviti

Bhadrapada Amavasya
(New Moon Day)

Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to ...

Dasami

Asviyuja Bahula Chathurdasi to
Amavasya

Asviyuja Bahula Amavasya
Margasira Suddha Shashti
Pushyam (Makara Sankramanam)
Magha Suddha Ekadasi

Magha Bahula Chathurdasi
Phalguna Suddha Triodasi
Phalguna .Suddha Purnima

Ist day of Shavval
10th of Zilhaj

10th of Moharram
I12th of Rabi-ul-Avval
11th of Rabi-us-Sani
11th of Shaban

—

NOTE :— In addition to the a_bove fostivals, the national festivals viz, (1) Re i
. , ] , public Day (26th January) (2) Ind
Day (15th August) and (3) Gandhi Jayanthi (2nd October) are celebrated by all in West )(li)ogla?vari ]e)pieslt'lgggcc

Corresponding
English month
4

March—-April
March—~April
July—August
July—August
July—August
August—-September
August—September

September—October
September—October

September—October
November—December
13th to 15th January
January—February
January—February
February—March
February—March

February—March
April-May
May-June
July—-August
August—September
December—January

Ist January of every year

On a Friday in April of every

year

25th December of every year
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APPENDIX 1

COMMON HINDU FESTIVALS

1. Ugadi (Telugu New Year’s Day) is celebra-
ted on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March—April) by
every Hindu Andhra whether rich or poor. As
it is the supposed anniversary of the creation or
the first day of the Satya-Yuga' , great sanctity is
attached to this festival. This is a great day of
joy and nappiness, concord, affection and goodwill,
There is a belief that this day’s happenings forbode
and colour the course of events in the entire year
ahead. People naturally like pleasant things to
happen to them on this day so that they may be
happy throughout the year. Hence they take carc
to keep themselves and others in a happy mood
on the Ugadi day. The child’s demand, rea-
sonable or unreasonable, is met though grude-
ingly lest the family sliould be burdened with a
weeping child throughout the year. Every effort
1s made to avoid tears and sad thoughts on this
day. A sincere attempt is made to maintain a

clean mind free from foul thoughts and ill

-will
towards others.

The years in Telugu calendar are not mere
numbers like 1961, 1962 etc., with no significance
and no end. They recur in 1 cycle of sixty
years and the year’s possibilities can be foreseen
with reference to its performance in the past
cycles. They have specific names indicating
something pleasant (Subhakruthu), anger (Krodhi),
disgrace, defeat or disappointment (Parabhava),
enmity (Virodhi) and so on. Why and how this
cycle and the names are fixed is a topic for
research for generations. Whatever be the indi-
cation of the name of the new year, it must be
properly invited and inaugurated. Al that the
people can do is to be happy and thankfuyl to the
Lord when a year like Subhakruthu arrives or be
cautious and pray to the Lord for hig protecfion
when a year like Parabhava comes,

Ugadi is also an occasion for the critical
appraisal of the achievements during the closing
year. It is an occasion for the issye of special
volumes of the periodicals, specia] messages from
religious and political [caders and special radio
programmes. All exultation pervades the occasion.

The advance preparations for this most important

1 Yugais an age, especially a sub-division

common festival are getting the houses th;e
washed and providing every member of th? fam}l){
with new clothing depending upon the financi
means of the family.

All persons get up early in the m‘ormng,
clean the houses, dccorate the floor inside the
house and in front with rangavalli (Omament’dl
lines, figures and designs drawn with chunam OF
rice flour), take oil bath and put on new clotbCS-
As this is an occasion for putting on new C19t1111]g;
children of the poor families are the happiest &
the arrival of this festival. It nced hardly be sl
that Ugadi is the festival of villagers. The house”
wives in the villages get up carly in the mo'rmﬂg
and commence cooking sweets and side dishes.
Festoons (usually made up of green mango leaves)
are tied to the front door and also to the other
doors inside. Besides bhakshyam or other Sw.eet?.
the special preparation called Ugadi pacchadi .(:
chedu or gojju is tasted by cveryone before Fak'uzgl
the first morsel of the day. Generally 1t . h
semi-liquid preparation with new tamarind', fretSS
water, jaggery or sugar and certain condimen s’
the chicf ingredient being fresh margosa ﬁow'efé
Even the poorest man does not fail to take ]”;“]he
few petals of margosa flowers with jaggery- 1-
poorer class in the villages do not bolhcvl' thel.;w
selves with the several side dishes, which tve
more fortunate upper classes can afford to ha rS'
The significance of taking in margosa ﬂo‘Wﬁ iS7
which are bitter, along with jaggery, V.Vh‘c n
sweet is apparently to make people rCﬂ!lSC ao
reconcile to the fact that lifc isa mlxwr; m
sorrows and joys. In some placcs vepaprasd ad
1s served in hotels before serving the menu ordered:

In towns and bigger places the day 'S,n;’f
normal festivity and enjoyment till the 'evemn
But in the villages unceasing activity, mirth zllier
enjoyment arc noticed. The feast is over €af n
than ten O'clock in the morning and men an
women commence their own sports, Bames ae-
competitions.  Whereas cards, cock ﬁgllt CO:;;ipc
titions, aiming competition by hitting 2 ma
cocoanut hung from the branch of a trec fro en,
distance with stones arc the pastimes of the mfor
the womenfolk use every minute of the c'l‘aynew
indoor games and leisurely gossip on .thenl
clothing, the new bangles and the tiny JeWe 5

p of the 1 .
which the Hindus assign 1,728,000 years. ife of the Universe,

T
called Dwapara-Yuga lasted about 864 00

; years,
Age of Misery. Tt is expected to last for 5

U a) to
d is calle ita-Yuga (Satya-Yusd/ 4
he second called Trcta-YTm first is called Krita ga ( hir

And the lasg
bout 432,000 years, st in

he t
uga lasted about 1,296,000 years. rt
which we are living is called Kali-Yuga ©
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Girls tic ropes to the branches of trees,
Prepare swings and enjoy SWingi}‘ng to. compe.t’l-
tive heights. Young men perform the spcqal
feat of pulling up and down the rope fadder UCd,
to the branches of trees, while they thcmsel\'fS
keep swinging the ladder. These are rural
entertainments.

Panchanga sravanam in the evening ‘;
universally observed by the rich and the poo
alike in all towns and villages. Hindus gather lhn
temples in towns and at the rachchakatia or raci=
chabanda (the village community platform) oF
the temple in the villages. The new P”"fh“f’ganl
(almanac) is worshipped and read by the V‘““gt:
Purohit. The general influcnce of the plane
during the new year over the local gods, .mc’i‘n,.
cattle, crops, diseases, etc., and on pa.rtlct'lr;:;
individuals are given out by the purohit.
Presiding deities during the year over wind, mm(,1
Crops, cattle health, erc., are also announccf
together with the effects and the percentages ©
yield of crops of different varieties. The funcq:
tions in towns during the night are the pro?e:]
sion of gods and kathakalakshepams in tbe USUC}g
manner. But the enjoyment in the villages ¥
tontinuous and enthusiastic.

The New Year Day has a special signiﬁcunce{
for the village ryot. He inaugurat.es the annua
Cultivation by ploughing five or nine rounds 'm
his fields cither on the first day or on the dazlf
said to be auspicious. At times this is prolonge
till Eruvaka Purnima i.e., Ashadha Suddha Purmrﬁq
(June-July). The yoke and the plough ’d]‘ld t’.c
bulls are worshipped after applymg- vzbhu}t(u,
Pasupu and kumkum, and a cocoanut 1§ broken
¢ither at the house or in the field.

| The Christians observe this f'estiva.l though
not on ‘claborate scale, but as the beginning of a
New Year with which they are blessed by t}Te Lord.
The time honoured bhakshyam which thair foire-
fathers had that day is invariably there. In facz
there is a conviction gaining ground both among
the Catholics and the Protestants of the area
that there is no need to attach importance o
First January as a New Year’s Day, as it cla(;tT\s
no religious significance. It may be obse'rve asf
any other Indian does and, all the functions for
thanks-giving for the closing year and prayersd (:0
the New Year, efc., can as well be transferreK ©
the Telugu New Year’s Day by the Andhra, Ka

nataka and Maharashtra Christian.s now tha't we
are an independent nation Wlth a Natlongl
Calendar of our own. Man){ Hmdl_l _ShOPS begin
their official New Year on this auspicious day.

2. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra St.ld-
dha Navami (March—April). Rama, the God-King
was born to Dasaratha, the Klng of A?’Odhya on
the ninth lunar day in the brlght .fortmght of the
month of Chaitra (March—;_&prll.) in the mearvasu
Junar asterism. This festival is the anniversary
of that auspicious day. Ran}a as an ideal son,
Bharatha and Lakshmana as 1§ea1 _brothers, S}ta
as an ideal wife are immortalised in the following

poem :

compgod % 88 THHe  Hos

Ramuvanti koduku Bharatha sowmithrula vanti

gsogen, HE  Fo8 Ty

~

thammulu, Seetha vanti bharya

S8 Shod BH  SEoid
Vasudha yendunu leru leranchu

Swoth omKome D Sodhrd S03

Mundu yugambula purushulu thalayupa valade

vba T SIS $038

1
Areethi varu nadachukona valade.

On this day Rama, His consort Sita, His
brothers Lakshmana, Bharatha, Satrugk.ma and
His devoted Bhaktha Anjar}eya are myoked.
Sita and Rama are worshxppcd accordmg to
prescribed rites. This 1s.a common Hn}du
festival but celebrated chiefly b'y. Brahmins,
Vaisyas, and the well-to-do families fimongst
the Hindus in some places. . Fast durm.g the
day by several people and jagaram during the
night by some are observed. In‘the temples of
Sri Rama, pattabhishekam (coronatlgn) of SFI Rama
is celebrated and his image or plcturc 1s_t.aken
in procession in which all Hmdus-partlcu?ate
in this district. It is not a sectarian fest}val
confined to only Vaishnavites. 1In tl'le evenings
distribution of panakam and panneram in Sri Rama
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temples and in the houses is common. Fans
made of palm leaves are distributed to Brahmins.
On the next day ie., on Dasami there is
annasantharpana in  Sri Rama temples. In the
houses also feasts are arranged. 1Insome centres
the celebrations commence on Chaitra Suddha
Padyami and conclude with kalyanothsavam on
Navami, 1In other places the festival commences
with kalyanothsavam on  Navami and concludes on
Purnima with car festival. There is not a Hindu
family that does not' prepare panakam and vadapappu
and that does not break a cocoanut either in Sri
Rama or Hanuman temple. The poor get into a
mood of festivity and observe the festival with
all solemnity and devotion, They attend the
kalyanothsavam, procession and harikathas. In some
places there is free distribution of v
panakam on  Ekadasi besides free f
decent scale on Dwadgsi. There will be huge
procession of the Lord in decorated vehicles or
cars accompanied by music and fire works.

adapappu and
eeding on a

Lord Rama was
Navami (March-April) a
that His birthday is cele
significance is attache
which is celebrated thr
ricts with great pomp.  Almost in every nook
and corner of these districts kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for a period of nine days commencing
from or concluding on Sri Rama Navami. Sita
Rama Kalyanam is celeb

rated on His birth day
because of the great significance behing the
marriage of Lord Rama and Sita., Just before
Ramavathar, force and violence ravaged the country

resulting in massacre and bloodshed, The destruc-
tion of Karthaveeryarj

born on Chaitra Suddha
nd it is byt appropriate
brated on that day. Great
d to Sita Rama Kalyanam
oughout the coastal dist-

dagni’s son Parasurama, who massacred the kings’
lineage and the atrocities perpetrated by Ravana
created terror in the minds of ‘sadhus and sajjanas
(peace loving and good natureq persons). They
anxiously and fervently prayeq for a Satwaguna
yutha sakthi to establish sqnehi (peace) by destroying
the thamogunayutha rakshasq Ravang, Rajogunayutha
Janaka played his part in the noble tagk by giving
Sita in marrage to Lord Rama who was an incar-
nation of Vishnu and Santhakaram (personifi-
cation of peace). But for this alliance of Rama
and Sita, the destruction of Rayap, and the ramgy
could not have been achieved. 1qq Rama exhi-
bited his prowess by breaking

- . Lord Siva’g bow a
symbol of rajas ¥®  (combination of satwa and
famas). He then married Sita, the sympol of sarwq

‘ . : . himsa
inorder to cstablish sanihi, saryani and @
(peace, truth, truth and non-violence).

3. Nagulachavithi is observed cither on Sra:;l;:;
Suddha Chavithi (July~August) or Kartika Su "
Chavithi (October-November). In this dlsmctse
is obscrved on the latter day. A person WhOw
father or mother or any other relation mppenj to0
have dicd of snake-bite is specially im”u?'tets i
perform this ceremony, part of whif:h consis opi-
offering wilk to snakes with the object of pff he
tiating them. The general observance 0 dus
festival which is common to all caste Hin da);
irrespective of social status is to observe the oil
as a festive day, clean the residence, have ady
bath, don new clothing, and worship the alre an
cleaned ant-hill, Generally each family has s,
ant-hill which is being worshipped for ﬁ)“,efed»
Chalimidi, panakam and vadapappu are © fle of
Miniature eyes and hoods of Nagendra ma ilk
silver are placed on the ant-hill and fresh COWSbito
is poured into it after breaking cocoanuts. A S0
earth from the ant-hill is applicd to the ear us.
children who complain of discharge of \501"
Although silver or gold images of nagas aré the
shipped at home, the women invariably "‘Sltrmg
ant-hill for worship. Several women fast dukam
the day and take chalimidi, vadapappu, and Pa"at on
in the night. This fast is followed by a fcas ing
the next day. Several social practices Obtamspi-
in Rayalaseema during this festival are coP
cuously absent in the coastal districts.

4. Varalakshmi Vratham is celebrated on 2 Frll‘:jrai)”
in Sravanam (July—August) preferably on the of
day preceding the full moon day in Sr.avanamc;rt y
general prosperity and for begetting wdma—
children. A Brahmin woman by name P2 very
vathi residing in the Kosala Kingdom wasble to
pious and dutiful to her husband; hospita rala-
the sick, poor and the needy; Goddess ‘;aine
kshmi appeared before her in a dream and of aida)’
her to observe Varalakshmi Vratham on the F}ul)”
preceding the full moon day in Sravanam E,ratam-
August). Accordingly she performed thg
obtaining the permission of the husban or well
muthaiduvas bathe in the nearby river, tank C; spot
before sun rise clean the puja room, s‘?leq h co¥
for performing the yraram and smear it wgcsigﬂs
dung. The spot is decorated with muggt ( rice i
with flour)., 1n the centre one measure OfA ana"
poured and a kalgsam is placed over 1t. vara-
bamboo mantapam is erected over the spot- ¢ an
lakshmi is invoked by chanting mantram:

"
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worshipped with flowers. Nine kinds ol /lzaivc;zgﬂa:z
a-re offered. The following dhyana-m mhcxz:rrlmam:
propitiate the deity while performing the

& adeR AVl
“Sod  edyo sEEsmore W =
Vande Lakshmeem Parasivamayeem suddha jam
Sorgro
sadabham e
T er o gessswe  Bgfar ey |
Thejorupam kanakavasanam swarnabhushojwa
‘erofo
langeem )
g3‘5"3%‘50 ¥5%  So¥o POt Pl

Beejapuram kanaka kalasam hemapadmam
SoTo
dadhanam -
Srco o ©5o mddo 3;‘0
Manvam shakthim sakala jananeem Vishnu
TEroy 50?‘5:

vamanka samstham’’.

red
They wear nine rounds of yerllowheCZt’e‘I‘ling
thread on their right wrists. i )t re invited
muthaiduvas (women in married status aand -
and harathi offered to them. Flowers resented
bulam are distributed. Vayanams arc Ii)th fruits,
to a Brahmin woman in a new wmnO\Zl:)vthes and
flowers, thambulam, dakshina, new ate of twelve
nine varieties of preparations at the ¥ hmins and
each. The festival is confined to Bri and other
well-to-do Vaisyas. A few Veera S"?‘v s an annual
non-Brahmin communities observe -lf;’acnt legend.
festival on one Friday based on a di k€; of Maga-
The legend is that Veerasimha, the 1bg‘ccts from
dha prayed Lord Siva to save his su ;red before
epidemics and famine. Lord Siva appet the effici-
him in a dream and advised him abou d ordained
ency of Sravana Sukravara vralam a‘;nd all the
that the king, his queen, children Accordingly
subjects should perform the vraf‘fllm' ood of the
they performed the vratam for 1 j ﬁaivedyam are
Kingdom. 1In some cases puja an but to the
offered not to the kalasam at h(fml‘l(zwing is the
Sivalingam in a temple. The foworshippers-:
dhyanam adopted by this group ©

"9 snh  HH0E '«‘off;
Namasthe namasthe Mahadeva Sagl
I $HD G’DSE’_J.S{" i
o - jkabandho
N rapannaika
a’é‘és%f‘e “2“2:‘%“ p(sfsp@moa"

i 0
Namasthe namasthe dayasarasindh

jon: re
1 Yogamaya is personified de]usm;ls. z:?eD gu o,
Markandeya purana she appea

s SHF o
amast e namasthe Mahesa.” B
}‘\Isds]'n;ﬁstha%&rﬁvo& EEfeoabeatesy .z?.;‘é
Sivaya Vishnurupaya Sil/arug?-}’/a Vlsh%i\ézcﬁm
728y Gryido :s.,.gss EH A
Sivasya hrudayam Vishnurvishnosya hrudaya
35¢
dsgah‘;;s D& 2P 8 | ag«;ﬁme;; N
Yadha Siva mayo Vishnu reva Vl;hnumagagswa
‘dg,c;'oécsﬁa SHIgaw so ’S‘Dh.
Yadhantharam Namasyami thadhame Swasthi-
topdev=ul o)
ralyum;:]astai districts of Andhra, this b.\s
hl;set:vced only by a few families in towns and big
o
ces.
Ela Sri Krishna Jayanti s cclc(t;ral(eiu;)lr:st)s;‘at?g:
B i mi July- .
Bt Ak';lsmlzjzlrda;g Ig?‘iz:gna’s birthday.' Sri Mah.a
f\llriss;:sytook this as his eighth incarnation of His
- ava”::i)r:;i.ng to the Bhagavathapurana, Kamsa%
AC} vowed to kill all the children born 0
a‘dcrY.\OI Devaki, because he was told .that his
e royer would be born of her. Accordingly he
Flestrpyer d his sister Devaki and her husband
D ova and kept strict vigilance over t.hem.
Vasude\;(a ishna was born, Devaki immediately
Tt raccouchement fell asleep, an.d a general
e hcreized all the guards at the prison d'ue t0
P :1 known as Yogamaya' of Sri Knshx_\a.
e e her sleep her husband Vasude'va carried
Durmgh new born baby from the prison v.vhere
e tbe rn. to the house of Yasoda, the wife of
Nand: C’on’ the otherside of the Yamuna, and
Nanda;lere brought a female child which he placed
frOmthte side of his sleeping wife. The serpent
? Vasuki followed Vasudeva across the Yamuna
e d‘ing his hood over the infant God to p_rote‘ct
;pf:’f the inclemency of the weather and it is said
ttrx(z)at the river made way at the place where Vasu-
crossed it. .
e Sri Krishna was born in the night. 'Il:lti:
general observance is to fas‘t the wl.\olek dzty. e
decorated image or His p‘lct}ne.ls };?s Ry
cradle and worshipped mdxcgtmg s ki
Some worship the ﬁgurc? of his mgt erThe vax
sitting on a cot and feedxpg the b;l )I’,'ord e e
evening there is a procession of the

i luded. In the
gy of Vishnu, by whom the whote world is delu
i ener \
" lllal:ljfsl);yVishnu puranas Vaishnavi.
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every street there is a celebration of wl f.e.,
two verticle poles are erected on either sidc of a
road, a horizontal bamboo is tied across and a
pulley is fixed in the middle over which a rope v
passed. To one end of the rope a small bamboo
basket is tied and a cocoanut and a few rupecs arc
placed in it. The basket is decorated all around
with coloured cloth and heads of maize. The
other end of the rope is pulled up and down
tempting competitors to catch and take the
contents of the basket, which is called wutti.  As
the competitors try to catch, the witi is pulled up
and water thrown against their faces. This
function is organised almost in every street of
" the town through which the procession of the
Lord is taken. Even in the towns, though all
the Hindus participate in the procession, only
the Vaishnavites and a few of the other Hindus
fast. Even in the villages one or two members in
the Vaishnavite families fast and perform the
festival in their houses. In a few places, the
Krishna temples are first washed with jaggery
water and then with plain water in the morning,
and the usual functions held only within the

This festival is observed in the  rural

temple.
The

areas on a moderate scale by Vaishnavites.
other Hindus celebrate it in the temple of Lord
Krishna, Sri Rama or Anjaneya,

6. Vinayaka Chavithi is a common Hindu festival
celebrated by the rich and the poor of the Hindu
community, the scale of celebrations depending
on the social status of the family, This is
celebrated on the fourth day of the waxing moon
in the month of Bhadrapadam {August—September).

Ganesa is the Indian God of wisdom. Al
sacrifices and religious ceremonies, all serious
compositions in writing and all worldly affairs of
importance are begun by pious Hindus with an

invocation to Ganesa, The name Ganesa isa
or leader,

word composed of isa, the governor,
and gana, a company (of deities), Lord Siva had
to fight against the Tripura Rakshasas (dcmons

who had built three cities in the sky, air and on
earth)! and used the earth as His ratham
(chariot), mountain Meru as His horse, etc.
Under the presumption that Vinayaka was his son
and he need not worship him before undertaking
the war, he failed to fulfil his own boon and the
result was that his ratham, the earth, went down to
pathala and the Lord recollecting his own boon to

Ganapati, worshipped Ganapati and recommenced
the war and achieved victory. Thus Vinaysks
accupies a unique place and is the recipient of
the first puja.  Ganesa is represented as a short
fat figure of yellow or red colour having four
hands and the head of an clephant with a single
tush.  He is the son of Parvati who is {supposed
to have formed him from the scurf of her body.
There are many versions to account for the forme
ation ol his head, one of which is that Siva beheaged
him for disobeying his orders but was requested
to restore him to life, which was done only by the
addition of a sleeping clephant’s head. He is repre-
sented as riding a rar.  He is the remover of all
vighnams (obstacles) and is one of the most popular
of Hindu deities. He is the patron of learning
and is said to have written the Mahabharatha to the
dictation of the sage Vyasa. The Ganesa or Vinay:
aka Chathurdhi is observed in commemoration of
the birth day of Gunesa. On all auspicious occa-
sions Vinayaka is worshipped first, Lord Sivé
beheaded him for obstructing him from entering
the abode of Parvati. He, however, at the request
of Parvati restored Ganesa to life and granted him
the privilege of first worship on all occasions.

Except the poor classes each house worship$
an earthen image of Lord Ganesa (Ganapati) 18
their house. [t is also a practice to have darsa”
of at least 5 such images. Special prepartions
such as undralhe, kudumulu that are suppos
to be the favourites of Ganesa are prepared ap
offered. On a subsequent day that is suitable to each
family the image is taken to a well, worshipped
there and immersed in water. Implements 8f¢
cleaned and worshipped along with Ganesa. These
are decorated with dots of vibhuthi, pasupy and
kumkum. Flowers and flower garlands are profusely
used in the villages. The trader worsips his weight$
and measurcs; the agriculturist his plough, scythe:
spade, etc., the carpenter, the barber and other
artisans the implements they generally use in theit
professions.  Weapons such as guns, daggerss
swords, erc., arc also cleaned and decorated with
flowers, turmeric and kumkum and puja performcd
by burning incense. The festival is celebrated on
a large scale for a period of 9 days in some town$
and villages. A painted image of Ganapati if
pleasing colours is kept under a decorated pandal
and worshipped for nine days. Harikathas are arran”
ged in the pandal. On ninth night the image i
taken out in a procession accompanied with m#si¢

t
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and fire works to a river, tank or well.
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It is
worshipped again and finally immersed in the water.
In cities and big towns each street or locality
erects its own pandal and observes the festival.
All Hindus avoid sccing the Moon that day to
safeguard themselves against unmerited accusa-
tions during the subsequent twelve months under
superstitious belief that it is the curse given by
Ganesa to the Moon, that if any one sees the Moon
on Vinayaka Chavithi, he would be a victim of
unmerited accusations. If by chance they see the
Moon, they listen to the legend of Sathrajit in which
Lord Krishna was subjected to an accusation for
having seen the refiection of the Moon that day in
a cup of milk. By so doing they are supposed to
be absolved of the evil consequences of seeing the

Moon.

7. Mahalaya Amavasya is celebrated on Bhadra-
The

pada Bahula Amavasya (August—September).
day of the New Moon in the month of Bhadrapadam

when the Sun is in the sign Virgo (Kanya) is
known as Mahalaya Amavasya. This day of the
conjunction of the Sun and the Moon is considered
by all Hindus to be especially set apart for the
making of oblations and performance of religious

ceremonies to the pitrus or the spirits of departed
The thihasa, a great authority on the

ancestors,
religious rites of the Hindus, says that the moment

the Sun enters the sign Virgo ( Kanya) the departed
manes leaving the world of Yama, the Destroyer,
come down to the world of man and occupy the
houses of their descendants in the world. There-
fore, the fortnight preceding the New Moon day of
the manth of Kanyae is considered as specially

o the propitiation of the departed spirits,

emonies performed in their honour each

day of this fortnight are considered to be equal in
merit to those performed in the sacred city Gaya.!

It is the special function of the nearest male
relative of the deceased to make offerings {pinda)
to the ancestors in both lires for three generations
back. By the act he establishes his c¢laim to inher~
itance. The fortnight is known as tarpanapaksha®

(the fortnight of offerings) and the ceremonies as

sraddha 3

In this district it is observed as an ordinary
festival by the Brahmin and Vaisya families. Offer-
ing pindams to the souls of the departed ancestors
are the functions of the day. Vaisyas alsoobserve
the festival in the same way. Some of the non-
Brahmins content themselves by gifting a’ day’s
ration to a Brahmin in the name of the departed

ancestors.

Lingayats do not offer pindas as they do not be-
lieve in a Pitruloka but only worship the departed
elders, the male members represented by one kalg-
samand the female membersrepresented by another,
the former decorated with inale dress and the latter
with female dress in additon to saffron etc. Kalasam
is a chembu (vessel of copper or brass or even earth)
into which water is poured and a cocoanut or a
ball of vibhuthi is placed at the top surrounded
by 5 betel leaves placed in a circle with the leaf
ends pointing upwards. The kalasam is mounted
on a measured heap of rice and is decorated with
pasupu (turmeric), kumkum, flowers and new

clothes).

8. Dasara is a festival of ten days from
Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami {September—
October).

ery Hindu is enjoined to visit Gaya at least once in his life time to perform the funeral ceremonies of his ancestors

id to offer pindas in their honour.

-nerally speaking the tarpana cannot be
dowed with the sacred thread.

performed by a woman, by a man whose father is alive or by a Brahmin not

cording to the Hindu belief of the future life there are two paths followed by souls of different states of development

The saints who have fulfilled their karma travel by the Devayana, the way of the

rording to their karma {(actions). !
ds, through the rays of the Sun and never return to be reborn on carth. Ordinary souls which have yet to finish the
de of transmigration, travel by the Devayana of the seven planes, but they can only reach iwo, Svarfeka, heaven

Bhuvorloka, the astra] plane, according to the life they have led in the world. The souls of ordinary mortals will,

i believed, always remain tied to earth and eventually become evil spirits tormenting mankind, unless the sraddha
ceremonties are duly performed to help them on their way {oYama. For the first]0days after death the ceremonies performed
by the relatives are 1o help the disembodied spirit to obtain a form or preta body, which will carry it on to its appointed

This is supposcd to be cffected by the pinda offerings, the food presented to the spirit and by recitation
When the preta body is fully formed on the tenth day it feeds on the pinda and offerings of

pilgrimage.

of appropriate mantras.

milk. On the thirteenth day after death the soul is equipped for its solemn journey. There are twelve stages in the
pilgrimage, each stage taking a month to fulfil. Throughout the twelve months the relatives follow the departed spirit
with the sraddha ceremonies, sixteen in number performed at stated times to provide it with sustenance and to prepare
it for the goal. When atlast it is reached the prata body is dissolved. The soul now becomes a pitru and assumes

another body adopted for enjoying heavenly enjoyment or for suffering the pains of hell. In this state it comes before the
Jjudge, Yama, the Lord of Pitrus. When the souls have enjoyed their bliss or suffered their allotted punishment, they

are again reborn on earth fo fujfil the remainder of their kerma.
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It is believed that it is the anniversary of the
day when Bhagirathal the ancestor of Sri Rama
brought down the river Ganga from heaven
pasahar'a means removal of ten sins (Dgsa mten'
z.g., ten sins and hara that which removes orh cX=
piates). Dasara or Vijaya Dasami js perhaps a
corrupt form of the word Dasahara. The lcp;:nd
has it that Brahma as the head of the Gods ri ed
to' the Goddess Durga for the proteétiﬁmy f
Sri Rama and the destruction of Ravana who
both were engaged in a mortal comba; Tlen
Goddess answered the prayer on this de;y an‘(‘;
Ravang was killed. A sccond tradition savs
that Sri Rama after his wife Sita was abductedl))l
Ravana, came to know of the latter keepin h);
under the Asoka tree in Lanka (Ceylon) collgect ed
his army and started out to rescue h::r on thc'
day which ended successfully. Every Hindu R: i
c?nscquently considered this day the most au dJ’ii
clous one for sctting out to wage war. The wljp;
of the period of ten days beginning from the ﬁo X
day of the bright half of Asviyuja (Septemberrs—t

October) is devoted to the .
wors L
South India. orship of Durga in

. Vugya Dasami is common to all Hindysg
Irrespective of caste or status. Besides the UT
cleaning of residences, oil bath and wearin ?Sua
clothes, the special function of the occasiixo st
go to ‘the shami tree in the evening with nusie
wgrshm the shami tree and offer shami le vos 1
frlends,'relatives and elders wishing the?nves o
and a'skmg for blessings. While offering the 1 .
the higher classes pronounce the following SISEZ?S

“¥H ¥ SHE o
Shami shamayate papam
¥ ¥8) 2o¥So
Shami shatru vinasanam
e%ﬁﬁﬁg 6:6:6@‘&
Arjunasya dhanurdhari
oag (DB S0
Ramasya priyadarshanam®

meaning “‘shami destroys  sin
3

- e 3 .
enemies on that sacred day of gy Xtinguishes
— T Ty

iyuja Suddhq

whole army to ashes.

Zha arrived neag him
m of having stolen it,

Dasami when Arjuna took up the bow and Lord
Rama rcjoined Sita.’

In the district donning new clothes is 2
general custom. In the coastal districts of Andhra
Pradesh the first nine days called Devi Navarath®
rulu are dedicated to the worship of Durg®
Parvati Devi is believed to have assumed sever?
forms to save the world from rakshasas. She killed
Mahishasura as Mayadevi, Chanda and Munda 88
Chamundi, Sumbha and Rakthabijasur2 3°
Kalika Devi, Durga-Rakshasa as Durga,efc. Puring
‘_these nine days the idol of Parvati in one of her
incarnations both in Durga or Kali temples an
also in Kanyakaparmeswari temple is worshippe¢:
Harikathas, religious lectures are arranged in 2
temples, particularly in the temples of Durg?
and Kanyakaparamesvari. On the sixth day 2
Brahmin and Vaisya familics and a few non-Brab-
min  families perform Saraswathi puje: They
place books before a picture or an idol of Saras’
wathi (the Goddess of learning) worship her ar
offer naivedyam. On the eighth day Durga PW3 of
Durgashtami is cclcbrated. A few Shakte).las
worship Durga.  On the ninth day the Brahmin®
perform puja to the family deities while th:
Vaisyas worship weights and measures, etc. Th_
agriculturists and other artisans such a5 caf
penters, barbers erc., worship their implementl:‘
The agriculturist for example worships bis plou”
scythe, spade erc.; weapons such as guns, d?gger::
swords, etc., are cleaned, decorated and puia 'pies
formed. In the modern days, the motorT vehi s
are invariably washed, decorated with flower

\ b
tume.rlc and kumkum and puja performe ’
burning incense.
R a‘
'1'_he navarathrulu are followed DY Vi
dasami on Dasami.
_ .11 g€S
In towns and big places and big v‘ll:fm‘
Banrrnalakolz:vu for 10 days from Padyami t0 D:d it
is a special feature in families that can @ ooods’
By:nmalakoluru is arranging toys and fancy lours
Pictures, artificial fruits in their natura.l cosma“

m a gallery with miniature parks in whie
Plants sprout up in sandy beds laid days
Occasion. Every evening during the ? and
friends are invited and offered fruits

They found the sa i jation a0
ge absorbed in deep contemp . eyes
they approached to kill him, when fire flashed rom d lsecuro

i i 1 : fnin .
heaven and led her from Dhagiratha, the great grand sonoorf e; to expiate their sin, purify their Femainy ?1?183 fro

the Himalayas, where she bad

agara did penance and brought down, G

‘alighted, to the sea, The sons of Sagara were purified-.
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thambulam. The poorer section of society enjoy
this koluvu by visiting the richer families. Tl'{e
villagers go round about the towns and make it
apoint to enjoy the sight one of the 10 days,
generally on the 10th day, the day of common
festivity. These toys are preserved in separate
boxes carefully during the ycar. They gradually
increase year after year since at least one new
toy is invariably added to the stock every year.
This is taken as an opportunity to introduce 10
the young boys and girls, the various Gods and
Goddesses, animals, birds and wild beasts, whose
figures are kept in the Kkoluvu. This koluvu also
includes Savithri puja by young girls who are
supposed to get good husbands.

9. Deepavali and 10. Dhanalakshmi Puja

Deepavali is also called Naraka Chathurdam.
and is celebrated on Asviyuja Bahula Chathurdast
(September—October). Dhanalakshmi Puja comes
of on the next day. All Hindus believe that
Lord Krishna along with his consort Sathya-
bhama killed Narakasura and returned home early
in the morning on this day, thus saving t.he wo’rld
from the harassment of the rakshasa. Thls.slaymg
of rakshasa is an occasion for great jubilation and
is celebrated with a grand display of fire works
both in the morning and night. Lord Yxshnu
trod Balichakravarthi to Pathalaloka in .hls fifth
incarnation as Vamana on this day. Sri Rama
returned to Ayodhya after killing Ravana and was
coronated on this day. This is believed to be the
only day on which the sufferers in hell (narakam)
can pray to Lord Yamadharmaraja for r.elgasc.
It is also said to be the day on which Bhattivikra-
marka who has to his credit several supef human
achievements was crowned as the emperor of the
country with the blessings of his brother Bhatti.
Puranas support the episode of Bali and the wors{np
of Yama for naraka vimukthi. The fol}owmg
slokam also lends support to the above belief:

“6&28‘50& HAPS SEwdd
Chathurdasyanthu yedeepan narakayd
1Y 11
dadhanthicha

5 ¥y X :55? SEE) 59:
Thesham pithru gana svarge narakatswarga
Sy oo

mapauyuh”

[11]:

Yama is worshipped with lamps on Asviyuja
Bahula Chathurdasi (September~October) with the
belief that the forefathers who suffer in hell get
released and sent to heaven.

Yet, the popular belief has grown very strong
that the celebrations mark the destruction of Nara-
kasura. Whatever it might be, Deepavali is one
of the very important festivals for Andhras.

Being an occasion of rejoicing and welcom-
ing the Lord, elders as well as youngsters of
both sexes get up very early in the morning, take
oil bath and cclebrate the happy occasion with fire

works.

Prepartions for the festival are made well in
advance. Daughters and sons-in-law are invited
on this occasion. 1Itisa period of festivity during
which special food prepartions are made. The
younger girls of the family tease their brothers-in-
law and enjoy the fun. There is display of fire
works during the nights. In towns and even some
villages hundreds of lamps are lit on pials and
compound walls of their houses by the rich.
A few families light extra lamps for 3 days after the
festival. The merchant class particularly the
Marwaris perform Dhanalakshmi puja on the
Amavasya night inviting friends and relatives.
Marwaries worship Dhanalakshmi represented by a
metal vessel made of copper, silver or gold with
yellow coloured cloth. Thereisa slit in the cloth
through which coins are inserted. The amount
placed in the vessel on this day is never utilised
for any purpose. The vessel is worshipped along
with a heap of money that is collected from deb-
tors etc. The vessel is profusely decorted with
flowers and costly jewels. The picture of Lakshmi
is worshipped in the business places. Fruits,
flowers and thambulam arc distributed to the invi-
tees. Insome cases therc is what is known as
chadivimpulu, which is the presentation of a small
amount by the invitees as a good wish for the
next year’s prosperous business.

11, .Subrahmanya Shashti takes place on the
sixth lunar day in the bright fortnight of Marga-
siram (November~December). Subrahmanyaswamy,
generally known as Kumaraswamy is the God
of war and the general of the army of the Gods.
He is the son of Siva and Durga, mounted on a
peacock with its tail spread out, a bow and a spear
is ip either of his hands and he is depicted 1o be
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very handsome. It is said that woman who have

no male children especially propitiate him to
beget a sonas handsome and

as courageous as
Subrahmanya,

It is the celebration of the birth of Kumara-
swamy to save Devas and Brahmins from the
Danava Tarakasura, who had acquired such a
boon that none but the son of Lord Siva could
kill him. But insulted by her own father Daksha,
-Parvati had burnt herself in the father’s sacrifi-
cial fire and was reborn as the daughter of Hima-
vantha. Lord Siva was doing severec penance
and nobody could disturb His penance so that he
could marry Parvati and beget the saviour of the
world. Manmadha disturbed Siva’s penance and
‘got himself burnt to ashes for the - benefit of the
universe. Lord Siva married Parvati and the

birth of Kumaraswamy was an event of great joy
to the whole universe.

Subrahmanyeswara is belicved to be the
snake God and the Lord of the Nagaloka. Several

Hindus worship the snake God during Subrah-
manya Shashti, though the majority celebrate it
during Nagula Chavithi. The Subrahmanyeswara
temple in Biccavol with an ant-hill and a live
serpent is the centre of worship for many devo-
tees. Thousands of people from far and near
visit the temple on Subrahmanya Shashti. Of late
this festival has acquired prominence in the two
Godavari districts and Krishna, The recent my-
sterious incident of a serpent establishing itself
at Mallavaram near Pitapuram in Fast Godavari
District round a Sivalingam, has enhanced the
importance of the festival in that district. The
serpent is harmless, allows itself to be touched
and worshipped and remains with the Lingam
after observing regularly some daily routine.

12.  Sankranti— Makara Sankranti or Utta-
rayana Sankranti is the Sun’s entrance into the
sign Capricornus (Makara), which is identified
with the Uttarayana or return of the Sun to the
north or to the winter solstice. The festival marks
the return of the Sun to the northern hemisphere.
It is generally observed from 13th to 15th January
and also on the 16th in the coastal districts of
Andhra Pradesh. It is known as Pongal in Sou-
thern India and is dedicated to the glorification
of agriculture. In the coastal districts of Andhra
Pradesh it is the most important festival.

ptly es”

. as @ .
As Sri Manohar Prabhakar has momcl’e

cribed in his article in the Deced?t = 4 festi”
dated 19-1-1962, ““It is in the real “m;c‘s with
val of the harvest. Lvery village ﬂ‘“‘_”tl 1owerss
heaps of corn, pots of milk, blgssglnlﬂb i be in
fruits and vegetables. Every thns .w aen
plenty. One and all, boys and g“"h_’ ;1'\“ this
women, young and old, rich and poot "oy 2
festival as the symbol of  afflucnce W\th‘ er\p
exuberance.” In this district advanc® P

| i tor this P?
tions are made for the festival. Yot tl'

_ 4 fot
. oo is S :
panduga (great festival) —money 1° Jaughter®
. Pros ~ [2
purchasing new clothes for mary 1 invited:
and sons.n-law who are invariably

. .o an
Houses are  white-washed a week i ‘ddv[;\n::wi
every morning rmuggulu (designs) on the ,urug“l“
corn flour arc drawn and in the cenbe sx )
(semi-cone shaped small blocks ol cOW ‘d“‘ gasuP“’
arranged artistically and decorated w1th_1’movc
kumkum and flowers.  ‘These 811"“3“{“ are I¢ pho§
in the evening and preserved fo7 the 4 day
mantalu when they are burnt on the ?nin the
of Bhogi. On that day people get up car.ydng by
morning, take oil bath and sit Chlt—c.h,dtc with
the side of the bhogi mantalu v 1ir¢ Prfzwr hous®”
logs of wood, the guruguly, combustibl® nd
hold refuse such as winnows, sicves ewr;,
even some useful things which the yoU
manage to steal and toss them into the h
flames. 1t looks as if the bhogi mané l:van
been intended to burn away all the u* e
material and thus relicve a congested housr;)u
some places womenfolk and girls d"}ncc

. Spf.lng
the bhogi mantalu singing songs about Gods»
scason and harvest.

. s
In some families newly wedded girls Vl\ia;ﬂsam
goddess Gowramina represente ¢ ‘op an
(a small pot with a cocoanut placed OP the t‘ 1
betel leaves arranged artistically 02 -
round at the bottom). Flowers,
sweets are offered and the kalasam is taken ,
in procession in the evening and clean®’
well, tank or river, Bruhmins, Vaisys®
vats and other rich non-Brahmins p\.a?ebf) "md
of sugar-cane and regipandlu (Zijiphvs Jus
coins on the heads of children.

Ty
- thi owda
One Sri Thummala Sitaran\amullhwh

.. . )
has very vividly told in the following poetn

nirth a
. ) ) Aﬂdht
this mirthful festival is celebrated 1M the
districts: A
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1ol APPENDIX 1

and the like during the whole cercmony. The Linga
is to be propitiated with different articles in cach
watch of the night, on which the vigil is held.
In the first it is to be bathed with milk. Incense,
fruits, flowers and articles of food, as boiled rice
and some times even dressed flesh, are offered with
the repetition of manmtras. In the sccond it is
bathed with curds. In the third the bathing is
performed with ghee.  In the fourth watch the
Linga is bathed with honey. Brahmins are entert-
ained and presents are made to them. Women
as well as men perform this vrara.

All Hindus except Vaishnavites obscrve this
festival. Therc is not much difference in the
observance by the scveral sub-communities that
observe it. On Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (January-
February), devotees fast the whole day, go to Siva
temple for abhishekam, worship and offer cocoanuts,

fruits, panakam and panneram which they take as
prasadam, obscrve jagarana (keeping awake .the
whole night) attend the purana kalak shepam, Harika-
thas or dramas with a theme of Siva. The ne)'(t
roring they break their fast after a bath and puja
During the sccond day also they desist from sleep.
Onc gencral practice is that this festival is obse-
rved not at their residence but at holy place or
place of Siva pilgrimage such as Srisailam z'lnd
Mahanandi erc., and at times hundreds of miles
away from home with the belief that these places
are further sanctified during the period by the
presence of devathas that visit the centres to wor-
ship the presiding deity though invisible.

15. Kamadahanam and 16. Holi—These festivals
are practically unkown in this district, though
they are very common in Rayaliseema and Telan-
gana and celebrated on a large scale. A few

In other words the hunter has unwittingly fulfilled all the requirements of the Mahasivaratri-Vrara including the
fasting, the all night vigil and the Bilwarchana (worship with Bilwa leaves! and Lo! and  behold.  We find Bhagwan
Sri Shankara pouring forth His grace on the hunter purging him of all his innumerable sins and giving him salvation.

The story is a long and beautiful one, pathetic in its setting and soul stirring in its description. This bare skeleton

summary of it will, however, suflice for our present purpose.

Let us now proceed to a brief study of the inner, spiritual, allegorical and symbolical significance of this Mahavraia.

But in order to unravel and understand its tnner scere

tit is necessary that we should analyse thc compound word

“Sivaratvi-Vrara” into its three component parts, i.e., Ratri, Siva, Vru_!a of each separately and thcq synthesise them
again together.  Along therewith, we shall of course have also to consider the sadhana (means required) for and the

phal (the result) of the Vrata.

That changcless being in whom all the world rests is Siva or He who destroys all evils, Ignorance and sorrows is the
blissful one. He is omnipresent, omaiscient and omnipotent. Rafri is to give and means that which gives peace and hap-
piness. In the present instance ratri does not mean physical night but symbolises the withdrawing by the Sadhaka (aspirant) -
on the ladder of spiritual progress of all his sense, his mind and his intellect—nay, his whole being away—from all the
follies and the distractions, the snares and the delusions of the mere sensual world around him and his in-drawing of

himself into the supreme self within.

The idea behind the vigil prescribed s thus not mechanical one of physigcal awakeness but of our keeping constan‘;
and vigilant watch over ourselves (i.e., our misleading mind and straying senses) and our keeping absolutely aﬁ
vigilantly awake and alive to the paramathmathathwa (the inner reality, the supreme self within) which we generally

sleep over or are not fully alive and awake to.

Upavasa does not mean mere physical fasting. It also means

mukha-vriththi (i e., their external sense-ward tend
the supreme soul within), we really perform or,
Upavasas thus involve not a mere physical fasting b

Amavasya grammatically means dwelling, i,
however, the Sun and the Moon symbolise {he
respectively, Amavasya means the samadhi
is the actual experience of absolute Monis
Chathurdasi night is prescribed because the jivg h
absorbed and merged as to Jose his individual consci
is the subha muhoortha (the auspicious moment
Samadhiyoga,

turning our senses and mind away from their Bahir-

ency) and making them 4dntharmukha (turned inwards i.e., towarﬂs
in other words, dwell spiritually and intellectually—God-ward.
ut also the mental turning of ourselves towards God.

dwelling of the Sun and Moon together. On the'sp!n_tual Dlanl‘;
paramatma and the jivatma (the universal soul and the individual sou
-yoga stage wherein the jiva has become one with the paramatma and there
m, oneness of God, the individual soul and the whole universe. Krtshr;a
as withdrawn himself into the Lord but is not yet 50 (.;omplett}:]‘y
ousness where no further sadhana is left or ever possible. Tm'g
) for Sivepasana which can lead us to Amavaspa or

To sum up, recapitulate ang conclude, the hunter of the narrative, there is Jiva (the individual soul) who 80315:#‘
on his incessant quest after sensual enjoyments but, tired and sick and sore and disgusted with his unending travethem
vain search for real and lasting happincss through sense enjoyments, falls aslecp to them or withdraws himself fron} forest'
fasts absolutely (i.e., shuns sensuality materialism and bestiality altogether) wakes up to realisc the character o by
darkness of Agnana (ignorance) which envelopes him on all sides, seeks protection therefrom and its terror:

e.,is always on his guard against succumbing any more

r ; i e
o the snares and temptations of the flesh and senses and performs perpetual puja (Worshlp“of lSW_ESi :26
Antharyami, Lord of the Universe and thereby attains the oneness with God consciously or unconsciously i

one ultimate inner wish of
are the allegorical lessons of Mahasivaratri.

{Article in Bhavan's Journal,
ishnatheertha of Puri).

and heart's inner most desire of every jiva (individual soul) in the whole universe]. Such

‘March 4 1962 on Mabhasivaratri and its significance by H. H. Sri Bharathee
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Agnikulakshatrias celebrate this festival on 1’1{01‘
8una Suddha Purnima (February-March) .b)’ b“";_mg
an effigy of Kama or Manmatha in their loca uyé

his is followed by vasanthothsavam on the 'rfcx
day. The Marwari merchants celebrate Holi asa
day of festival with feasts.

COMMON MusL] M FESTIVALS

L. Ramzan is observed during the ninth
month of Muslim year viz, Ramzan (January-
February), Prophet Mohammad, while he was
doing penance in Gha-c-Hira (a cave) in Mecca
at his fortieth year is believed to have acquired
Quran sentby Allah through Gabriel. The observ-
nCe of this month is one of the five cardinal
Practices in Islam and express commands regard-
102 it arc given in the Quran.

Throughout the month Muslims commence
their fagy at 4-30 a.m., every day and break it ox?ly
altet sunset. 1n the large towns of this .dlstt'lct
these timings are indicated for the convenience gf
the publig by a siren or fire crackers. [In certain
towns and big villages of this district where thc‘

uslim population is considerable, one or morc‘
8roups of Muslims go round the streets anq lanes
*INging in praise of the Prophet thus waking up
the Muslimg by 4 O’clock in the morning, so _that
they may (ke their food before the scheduled time.
is appears to be the duty of some poor Muslims
ﬂ.)r Which they are remunerated either in cz}sh or
'Md. " All Juxuries and also such habits as
Smoking, chewing and snufling are avoided dur.mg
Fhis Period and a complete fast during day tx{xxe
S observed. The observance of fast is so st}'lct
that during that period some orthodox M.ush.ms
O not even swallow their own saliva. During
the nigpys Moulvies deliver lectures on 'Is_lam.
" addition to Jsha (the night prayer) additional
Prayer namely 1g-ra-vih (20 rakaths) is offered and
& part of the Holy Book (Quran) is recited. On
adirath or the best night (shab-e-khader) which
falls on the 26th or 27th day according as the
Month consigts of 29 or 30 days recitation of the
Holy Book is completed. On badirath all kegp
awake til) 4 a.m., when the reading of Quran will
¢ completed and sweets are distributed. The
3L s broken in the night at home by some an.d
Mth a common dinner from a common plate in
e Mosque by several. The last day is khuthba
W de., st day of Shavval on which the observance
Clminates with great pomp and show. All wear

o sid Holidays of the Hindus and Muhammadans (Cateyyy,. 1914

! E Denison Ross, An Alphabetical list of the Feastsa
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new clothes and each member in the well-to«do
familics distributes among the poor 1} measures
of wheat or ricc or cholam to enable the poor also
to participate in the commop namaz. They o
tor the namaz 10 Idgal (open place where g o
constructed on a raised platform on the western
outskirts of the village or town). One distingui-

ing feature at the time of namaz is that the rich
lellldl]%he poor stand together in al romsullsjz:;nfnm;
cloak of social status. thn{ the fustims In 2
village are too few to ffrmeaa;ox}g;;i tion or poot
A jntl;:;]rw:;iu:opl;i\é, they go tp the neigh-
bouring village and join the congreiagml?ltsn:mwiz;
The fast is not sonletimetslleolglctigzedut)iles se W
offic hjividworatsf:;i etz;)c., though their non-ob.s.er-
O e fe J—a is sinful in the eyes of the shauyfzt
religio mfaw). But the namaz at the {dgah is
(r;:clilgrilour:xissed by any one. The process:lon :?,
igah i by one route and they return by another, °
gl llf’ ybeggars that line up the route on bot
tl'1<"iic:stnclight have the benefit of the charity of the
si

rich.

namaz at

2. Bakrid (The cow feast) is ulsc:i cz;l?dbilrd.;;
Qurba-n (the feast of sacrlﬁcc)‘ ax‘u{ ;:-:‘e-d (:m o

; Id (the great feast). Tt is celebrate n the
Ba”h day of Zitha:z (April-May) and 1t' is part o
e, i yof the Mecca pilgrimage. It 1s Qbseryed
Fhe rlte.S ts of Islam, both as a day of sacrifice an'd
in all pdrt festival. It is founded on command in
?I:ean:::n, Chapter XXII, verses 33-38. Two of

the verses are:

«Ye may obtain advantages from th]:, cat;Lec :;;g‘)‘
:l. time for slaying them; then the p ace for
tm-§ficir1g them is at the ancient hcalsg. neyilher
e ; s can their flesh reach unto o' : elthe
mc‘;nb‘ od; but piety on your part reac ic .
Phose Oth He subjected them to you that ye mag.‘
T.hus(1}1 ad for His guidance; moreover z},r{nounc(,
2‘1;;(41 tidoings to those who do good deeds.

s that before the birth of
Thcj\lilgﬁzlx;dmag;,etherc was Ibrahim (Abraham)
Prophel: t who condemned polytheism and animal
d pr'o‘p‘ cbcrorc images. It is he that constructed
Sacmm He beheaded the minor idols secretly,
Kaba‘.i the sword in the hand of the presiding
place nd proclaimed that the crime was  commj.
de](;yba the deity itself. The enraged mob thyey
:lt;n il)llto the fire but the angels vand God saved
him. God comman'ded that .hc shoul'd sacrifice
his only son Ismail, bcggtd‘lt thc' ripe age of
eighty. Though Satan tried to dissyade him,

) p.102
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Sankranti is a happy contrast to the rainy
Sravanam and Bhadrapadam, the damp Asviyujam
a.nd the cold and unhealthy Karrikam. The fes-
tival is a spontaneous manifestation of the
people’s urge for gaiety and mirth, With the
prosp(.:cts of a bountiful harvest, the faces of the
ryots in the village brighten. One hears their happy
whistlcs in the fields. The harvesting ushers a
Period of festivity. The womenfolk get busy fill-
;ng the grznaries; cleaning and white washing their
houses an making preparations for the festi

& Sodhmo ¥D)0b 533'5335"" (Uttarayanar:t;;l:hl;
chindi  vurettuko) — Uttarayana has come
hang yqurse]f 1s said by persons to thei;
coevals in a joccular way. The implication j
that during the six months of Dakshinayanam thS
gates of Vaikuntam (the abode of Lord Vishn )
are closed and therefore those that die duriu)
th1§ period have absolutely no chance of entering
Vaikuntam. On the commencement of Uttng
rayanam t_he gates of Vaikuntam are flung open ariic;
hence it is worthwhile to hang oneself to death
$O as to ensure entrance into Vaikuntam,

becaus.e of this that Bhishma, who had a gdtt:]j
blow in the battle field waited tll  Untarayana

Punyakalam since he had ac
whenever he desired.
in the evening.

goods, pictures, ar

quired the power to die
. Bommalakoluvy commences
1.)ur.mg this festival toys, fancy
50 ’ u'ﬁmal fruits in their natural CO~
urs are arranged in a gallery. Miniature parks i

sandy beds are laid out as additional attract; "
These toy.s are preserved in separate boxes c:xon‘
fully during the year. They gradually incr o
year 'after year since at least one new i
mvariably added to the stock every year, F s
and relatives are invited to attend 'the rklcnds
whgre they are offered fruits and o
3(1)1‘115 fe;tivalaﬁ(“iordsa good opportunity to teach

ng boys and girls, abo i
Gf)ddesses, animals, birds Y ar‘ll?i“m»lvsilc(i}()dl: e
w1t'h the help of models kept in the ko}as'ts
This koluvu also includes Savithri uj e
Young girls who are supposed to ;’etJa osg
ggselizgdfs£Uit;fhce family deities are worshippedgand
. 1118, cocoanuts and naivedyams. Beg;

their family deities Lip ayats y' i ?Sldes
the weapon of Lord Sivagm)l] thiswgézgls?oi trident

thambulam,

The second day is Sankranti also called

Pedda Panduga. The streets are thronged by persons
of lower strata of society in their new a

ttire goin
from door to door expecting doles and a e

Ims. The

village pipers and drummers, the budabukkalas, the
sathani dasaris singing bhajan kirtans, komma dasarsh
the jangams with their conches and bells afld
gangireddus (decorated bullocks) and beggars with
monkeys e¢re., all parade the streets. In fact
these people are seen all through the month prece”
ding this festival. Bunches of marigolds in theif
rich colours strewn all round enhance the beauty
of the festive celebrations. The farmer has inva”
riably to feed the dhobi, barber, paleru (the culth
vator of his fields), the blacksmith, the carpenten
the family scrvant and the common hereditary
village servants of all types.

In villages the story of Gajendra moksham
from Bhagavata purana is recited for 30 days be-
fore Sankranti i.e., Dhanurmasam. The villagers
believe that this parayanam and the darshar
of Lord Vishnu on the concluding day ‘,“t
ensure salvation. During this month, Jus
before going to bed, the elders repeal t.he
famous verse in Gajendra moksham ending Wit

"o Hve wSA sy Sogdod

Rave Eswara Kavave varada samrakshincht
Al PY-o
bhadratmaka >’

The third day is Kanuma, and on this 927
under”

work is suspended and no journeys are
taken.

“EHSTm T DY ndhe 32&

. L} an-
Kanumanadu kaki yaina bayata velladu ? me

ing even a crow does not stirout on Kanu';’::
The non-vegetarians enjoy a good feast and 1ing
vel in drinking, cock fights, ram lights7wr65t
and running races for bulls in competitions:
Mukkanuma celebrations taking place o :::
fourth day are of special significance COWS
coastal districts.  Gopuja i.e., worship ¢ day:
and bulls is an important function of the
The story behind this is that Lord S Lord
Basava as his vahanam (vehicle). One day the
ordered Basava to announce to the WOT
every one should take oil bath every day a?
once a month. Inadvertantly, Basava anno
that every one should take food every day 2" t
bath once a month. When Lord Siva cam:a"a
know of it he grew angry and cursed that B2

4 food
url‘ie_d

1
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should go down to earth and commence ploughing
the fields from Eruvaka punnama i.e., Ashadha Sufi-
dha Purnima (June—July) and help the people In
producing enough of food by Sankranti every year.
As a mark of gratitude and thanks giving, tbe
cows and bulls are bathed and dccorated on t?ns
day; payasam is given to them and in the evening
they are taken out in a procession.

13. Bhishma Fkadasi is celebrated by a very
few Brahmins on Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January=
February).

It has its source in the primitive institutions
of the Hindus, of which the worship of the pitrus,
the patriarchs or progenitors, the Diti manes
constituted an impoitant element. This day 18
dedicated to Bhishma,! the son of Ganga, the
great uncle of Pandava and Kaurava princes. He
was killed in the course of the great war between
the Pandavas and the Kauravas, and dying child-
less left no descendant in the direct line on whom
it was incumbent to offer him funeral honours.
In order to supply this defect persons in generé_ll
are enjoined to make libations of water on this
day to his spirit and to offer him sesamum seeds
and boiled rice. The act expiates the sin of 2
whole year. One of its peculiarities is that it 13
to be observed by persons of all the four original
castes. ‘The intention of the rite as now under-
stood is expressed in the mantras uttered at th‘e
time of presenting the offerings: ‘1 present this
water to the childless hero Bhishma. May
Bhishma, the son of Santhanu, the speaker qf
truth, the subjugator of his passions obtain by thlS’
water the oblations due by sons and grand sons.

1 Bhishma was a great general and philosopher. D
illustrated by him throughout

king succeeding to the king . !
father and not only renounced his own claim
offspring, saying that even dying childless he wou
step-brother’s death no male child was left in the
and rule the kingdom, he replied, ‘I can renounc

his long life in a manner almost quarallc.led in the his

i 1d not
love with the daughter of a ﬁj;‘;rm%“ﬁismg ;;I:\gng comge to know of his father’s a

i i i t off his line of

throne, but by taking a vow of life long celibacy cu >
e t;:ieattain hcaven,ySo firm was his attachment to the vow that when on his
family and he was earnestly solicited by even his step-motl}er to marry
¢ the empire of heaven, but truth I shall never renounce. Lying on

After his defeat by Arjuna he waited till Magha
Suddha Ekadasi and died on this day after the
Makara Sankramanam called uttarayana punya Ifalam.
Brahmins observe fasting, perform puj.a to Bhlsh.ma
and break their fast on Dwadasi with pa.ram, a
feast.  Certain families invite a Bra'hmm. and
hear the story of Bhishma’s life and give -hlm a
day’s ration.  The festival is observed in this
district even in villages by a few educated

families.

14. MahasivaratriZ falls on the fourteenth
day of the waning moon in‘the end (.>f Maghanz
(January—February). This in the estimation of
the followers of Siva is the most sacred of .all
their observances, expiating all sins and securing
the attainment of all desires during life and union
with Siva or final emancipation after death. The
ceremony is said to have been enjoined by Siva
himself who declared to his wife Uma that the
fourteenth day of the dark half of Magham, if ob-
served in honour of Him should be destructive of
the consequences of all sins and should confer final
liberation. The three essential observances on
this day are fasting during the \.’vhqlc tidhi or.lunar
day, holding a vigil and worsk_nppl'ng the ng?m
during the night. After bathing in the morning
the worshipper recites his sankalpa or pledges him-
self to celebrate the worship. He then recites
special mantras (holy texts) and offers an arghya
(oblation) after which he goes through Fhe matrika-
nyasa a set of gesticulations accompanied by sh'ort
prayers. The repetition of nyasa (i.g., touching
parts of the body while repeating certain man.tras)
accompanies every offering made to the L1.nga;
they are fruits, flowers and incense and lights

ttachment for the girl went to her

the Pandavas upon duties of kings, philosophical

his death-bed in the battle field of Kurukshethra he gave advice to the Pt attaming salvation, efc.

and social problems and upon questions of polity.

ive i i i allegorical lesson a re !
2 We dive into the cthical. metaphysical 210 1§nce into the historical incident associate

out of place for us to begin with a bird’'s eye 8
briefly as follows :

of the art of war, t

i ¢ Mahasivaratri-Vrata. 1t will not be
nd import of " d with this great Vrawa. 1t is

sinks into deep sleep {owing to sheer physical

A hunter at Kasi goes into the forest on hunting and of his way bath already. In tense and awe-inspiring darkness

exhaustion) under a tree and wakes there from to find the Sun has se
envelopes the whole forest, no ray of light enters it to p
night is vigorously alive and resounds with the roarings o

i i i d the tree an
to think of returning home and he therefore decides to ascen 2 for him five h '
ir?r:l?;ﬁt fzg;tgﬁ]:t ityis a Bilwa tree which he has climbed, (3) that

tall the time

? having come out early atmorn and stayed ou ne,

t?hgisi? gz:gg the Sasirutu (dewy season) the Bilwa leav?. »{hxcg
is frequent changing of his uncomfortable posture) are displace

gh on the Sivalinga bencath.

however unsafe, scemed safer at any rate than terr
his happiness and they are—(1) that it is Mahasivara

an ancient Sivalinga is just below him, (4) that owing

he has riot eaten even a single morsel of food_and (5
are wetted by the seasonal dew (and which owing to h

from their setting, fall continually all the night throu

jerce the darkness and show
f lions, tigers and other wi

him his way home; but the -forest
ild quadrupeds. It is impossible
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Ibrahim, ¢xecuted the Lord’s command. How
it was only a test and his son w
life, An orthodox

Ibrahim o sacrifice t
best he loved w
who was mad
with his eyes ¢
AlIah-ho-Akbar

ever,
as restored  to
version is that God  desired
0 him the best he loved. The
as his youngest son Ismail or

Ishmail
€ to prostrate blind-folded

 Abrahim
gthe word; Bismillahi

Yis great)

+ In the mean-
, the archange| Gabriel, snatching

ade, substituted y
Ibrahim unfold-

prise and joy the
and his sop Standing behing . God
ordained thay , COW (or g bull) or 4 sheep or 4
80at be sacrificeqd in his place. Animg| sacrifice
appears to have come into vogue from thep

Muslim month

a4y the Muslimg
4 wall g

having

15 belj-

“In the Name of the Breat Gog i
. i ly
prayers, my Sacrifice, my life, m o
God,.the Lord of the Worlds. 4 deaz::l;xobﬂor?g "
that is whay | am by o

ner;
. en; for 1 am first of those
who are resigned. “And th : o
mal. The flesh of the gl ;

animay is gjyiq dinke an;.
. A S div) i
Portions, one-thjrg being giy edinto ¢

el hree
third to the POOt and pe l_er;faii‘nlilons. one-
reserved for the family, is Considered’ b hi
meritorious 10 sacrifice ope animal for g, h '8hly
er of the family, by¢ as  that ould invoiyve
expenditure few couid p I e ﬂ.“OWaval
sacrifice one victim  fop e Qusehold, |
extreme cases men nyay COmbine ’
make one sacrllf)ipq for all,
Persons so com ining St n )
Some authorities limit the num%tcr to :zdc;c‘_vcmy.

m

The skin of the Sacrificeq an
sold and the money thysg got diStrlbmed an
the poor. Quite apart from its re igious o ong
nies, the festival is observ_e as g greai o en.m-
of rcjoicing. Chappaties (Wheat . asion
and bowls of khima are the op p ' SWeets
the dinner.  Rjce IS not ¢

) ¢4 gener
Presentations are made to the youngqtersg ally.

I E. Denison Ross,

op.cit, p, 0
2 Ibhid, pp. [06-107

kbirs
. ree [axo¥
‘our days three s
tor the subsequent  four (E);uyer) " 'Hlo

ited after every namaz (p ring I8 ail t
are recited =
‘m"bufm' the mercy shown in rest m
praise _

or.
e alms to the po
ife.  Rich persons give wlms to

rs nth

jrstImo
3  Moharram he name of thel ‘o
R [}

s given he
also the name g «d byt
. ey also serve
i Mml"‘\,;“*) of the mmf“hthgbmﬂf‘yrdorgcgsf
first ten aton o Prophet,
shiahs commemaration of ah, the
?:“‘m\ :an::‘ second son of Fatimal
ussaim,

js tragic

" of this -

Laughter by Al A short account int_cere
daughte -

, srstand the qua festival.

Yand “h"& lw:v:cdv:d his f‘.uhc"'d a cbuuChco'
L “K\\-w a drunkard and the home a-
‘)‘.cu‘r (,0' !\\il-l(‘;f K‘lil‘;xll, \}'hich ,.“(‘;;vS. was Scanuc
T i s s e
hred and hein rlt;‘:'”lll\nl‘:‘”ussui" wgthnof e
fvtiummwlllc/l\:u‘l never lukt\.(" t'?i" u(ud S0 ﬂ"“(’,mis.
e awiyah or to Yar come and Pr 0-
Blance o f\‘lu‘_nuy.ll, o him to con and e
ot s e if only B ke away I
e e deposition of vard 8 Umayya people
Calimha fL:r m the house fd that the p[d. if
et fussain in vain urge at they  €OW .l
friends of 1 uxs‘ P tle ot and ”?‘ hey, o i
of Kufah. w-ti“;cvnll gamnst Yl“gnd vithos ot
b M\h""' i accepted the cal Thall s gut
Kaf, o e fanly and & soldiers. ah t0
Kufah wit ‘, N hundr&jd oot-s0l Bas}s :
horsemen .mv\ et the ('()v‘r‘ r o plnlﬂce-of
meanwhile ‘Y.:ll ;u'\d  ussain (zlwd e ! i e o
Mot e “l {m Progress ﬂrrrtu-h gave no i,
o '“l“')l"llc bC(’l"“ of K%‘ncrnalivc f-Og,cd to
i‘()'(‘m ssion or  death was ,'hfh‘lmc who w}:?m say-
[ luc ,a,l)ﬂ,k.cd his fnllowc'rs )(,hr‘:-[fuscd (o leave " and-
go, could o so. But the

o 2 n
ould give pando
g what excuse lh‘;);lrd(;ﬂ:"“' if ‘é‘:r}\ldaf;”'
athe the day o . little i
lr{::]?f r((;?w by one h‘-htnmll‘c son, a szresrou-d'
’ ssain and his hitle on t chh
at last Hussain Jussain St re touch 1
alone remained.  Hussain S48 55 2
alone "ﬁ'?,?lllhc cnemies x«.cn_x:“’ﬁi; arms; ‘;‘ aton
Not ont the little lad ‘up) r and he die s
He oo icreed the child's t.dn the groUPm o Go
) < nic . 0 .
.urnj‘\'\ D slaced the corpse t‘ return to ‘s » When
Hussain irom God and vese misfortunes,” ¥ e
“wecome r'\] th to bear these l:v»; struck Hi )
Rive nv;‘:“’r:cf“,drink. an :H'The cnemy ",;."he plain
4s he stoe . net
48 ht: (}:,,cnuragcd by ""“'d 10 his life. rimage
mouth. qpeedily put an cﬂf sacred pilg t
hnn'ant:i f;l‘ is now a place Oh'iéh 100
h ala s 9
2;11':1:: and the sad cve n((;vri"s by the a7 '
is k‘cp‘t'uli\'c in their memo

! .
. . n -
bration of the Moharr aded wh

-

s hehe
i assan Wis
Husin's brother Hass

{ in nama:z. fest!”
Was deeply engaged i

; i
asion un?
ing this is 10 OCCI8" "nd S me
Strictly speaking this vious St T d
vity‘mi in'\' In fact severall the Qurat servé
and joy. ‘ R .
Muslimsﬁhscrvc fast, recite

i
d .
» tenth

during the ten days and the

: ay).
as ashurah (mourning day)

. " this
Will be on a Friday of t

ub-cc’rnmu se,pﬁiﬂ
. . a s .
Moharram The Shiahs,

ion of iMME" peir
_ . ceastont” atin d,
Islam | observe thisas an © 4 wail b€ e
Slam, ¢ , weep an are
and sorrow. They we Cots @

. s pen days.
breasts during these ten

; ‘
{tis the Mutsh worldz‘ :
tion 01 © 0d O

s the
) o1 is made
MAts are wound up and the bare ﬂo’}hcv wear only
Slecping place during the period. e the strects
black clothes.  They perambula ccounting the
\Vith a ﬂ\g CXPIACSSing {]]Cil< SOTrow, IL;]‘“\;“] und
detivities of the dt‘l’l""“d.hcfo:: The highly
Hussain and culling our theis ndn“:.c. srocessions.
orthodox Shiahs condemn even :qual to Prophet
They consider the two heroes cqu
Him.jf

B . e imambara

L > festival, the im y

8 > days previous 1o the : S khanah

(|1;:32:*L()(:'U:l1z lmamy  also C,;{lvkgilm(:\b;/\,s'tl1c new

{ten day house) is prepared. As ether in the

{ten day house the people gather togeth in the

moon appears, the S il ove ‘

Vurinus[;Il?lamlmrus and ()”CI\ fr:"l’l’é’é ‘Of Hussain.

sherber or some sugar in the ‘O God. grant the

The fatihahs concludes ‘hml' ol Hussain.’ ThL

feward of this o the soul distibuted. ThL.

sherbath and sugar are ‘.hu‘orur.y structure_or

Imambara is generally a “m-plhc occasion.... The

some large hall fitted up f()l. ommonly made of

alamy or standards which are :iona”y of gold or

copper and brass though veeas i1s. The usual stan-

silver, are placed against the wa o pole. This is

dard is that of a hand placed 0{1(‘(he Prophet Him-

emblemat.c of the five members ssain) who com-

self, Ali, Fatimah, Hassan and l{.usd‘is the special

pose the family of the Prophet, and i

Standard of the Shiahs.”]

akes place.
For the first six days nothing C“e, .tg:‘l\l::kcg out
From seventh to ninth day thcy‘ ::e kindled in
In procession in the streets. Flrelb old and young
open spuces and the pCOP.IC bo.ltl)out calling out
fence across the fire and jump a are enjoyed
“Hussain! Hassan!” The "hrec dt;:‘y.lsrs‘ etc., and
With fancy dresses of tigers, ”im‘]s go to the
mimicry. Both Hindus and MUs[ ms. On the
imambara for offering fatinahs t}?':;Ihaaccording to
tvening before the tenth dﬁ){ wal 1¢ is the tenth
the Muslim mode of computing UIS] are taken out
night, all the taziyahs and the a/(””7 eat confusion,
N procession. It is a beene Ofn’ars;)‘rts of quaint
for mey and boys disgu.ised m ? jumping. Ata
B¢t up run about fencmg e fJ the ninth day
Convenient hour in the mgpt Y it in front of
Urning cinders are levelled in thctlrx) Muslims and
the ashur khanah and devotees ﬁ(o cross the fire.
indus, a few holding alams wu L:he influence of
Whatever (he principle might bé’ ith fire walking
the ten days observance of Dasara Wn days’ obser-
I several places is seen in the v al of the lower
ces of Moharram. It is the Cam}l]V following day
Class Mustims and Hindus. Qn t eqnd alams are
after fatihahs are read, the la:,'-yahs ‘tank or a well
taken away to the nearby rvlver’x-sion ceremony
outside the town. There thﬁ imme eerly in watert
takes place, which is washing tl]wspoh which they
and:removing them from the pole

ival.
: f the festiva
Were kept mounted from the first day o
—_— - -108
I E. Denison Ross, op. cit., pp. 107
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, ced rice with condi-
Lo and cooked 1 . )
buthi {curd is offered as fatihahs at
Th;rought trom home is ofiered dnbtiftie% o
ment?) and distributed in small .qbu]a After the
the HVCYf ‘thmc assembled as possible. yrapped in
many o . the alams are wie
. :rsion ceremony, e ays. Though
1nx|11L1>10d kept in ashur khanahs fsrs d 3ydays it is
cloth an is prohibited for ’
arian food is p Ny .
non-vegetarian day except by the Shiahs. ; z/1elbt(;:/el
served for a di SR hir ay
.Obh]v qall)’ distributed. After th'e lquc custody
» e taken home and kept in s
alams arc td Arram.
for the next Moharrai

¢ slims on
i is observed by all Mus
ilad-un-Nabi 1s o Y ayims on
. M’lllad'ly of the month Rgbl ul-Avval (dm%h -
e twe:)t“) ‘in commemoration of the dea
tember),
f’?‘sphet Mohammad.

i -y goes that, beingan orphan, MO};?};
N htmfyd by Halima, a poor woman, wl :
mmad was fe hen he grew up he was tendmg' t1:
her milk and with the son of Halimz}. Even as tf
sheep alol‘g ‘ZNd the milk from the right breastd':)
baby he n’t'u?lL he left it to her son. Qlled t;}z
Halima whic lh‘ chest of Mohammad, v.vashe hs
Gabrxel‘ Cut” ér;d water and prepared him to F}e i
heart with ;“’1 reformer of the world. He pt“jl ) -
Prophct and ¢ nd got Quran from God thxougd
med penaan al.cached that Almighty was one an
Gabriel. He f’] e had to escupe from Mecea to
as a consequel ;e acquired 330 disciples in the
Madipa, where He spread his Gospel, gradually
ﬁrst. mstaﬂccéa and passed away in the yeaz.' l;75
regained Mgch day of Rabi-ul-Avval. On this day
on the twellt d and after fatihahs have been ?ea}d
food is C'ooie distributed to the poor. Both mt
o s and mosques, meetings are held af
private houser of the birth, miracles and death o
which the Stf’rz recited. They keep awake through-
the Prophet.d“ and namaz 1s performed. _Qurzm
out the nl,glmosques during whiph penod'the
is recited I(I:)ftcn asingle hair of it and a piece
mOUStaChe, ket) are removed slowly from the box
Ofbla?k olar are preserved and are shown to the
in Whl.Ch they ﬁe Qazi. This is done only in big
gathering bylrttives bare entertained to a goqd
O e ‘ti‘estival is, however, not observeq in
feast. This in this district. Even in towns it is
rural pgr:y 1-1 limited number of families which
z:-):e;:ivcfus or rich or educated.

le-

iri is celebrated on the ¢

5. Peer-e-Dastagiri j.e., Rabi-us-Sani
rth month Le., .

venth dayS Oft::bf;l)l by the Sunnies in hon(?ur o‘f

(iAugusi;-t j\pbdul Khadar Jeelani or Geelani. His

the sa
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tomb.stands at Baghdad and is visited by Sunni
Musll'ms and some non-Muslims as well. This ;Js'n'm
occaston of his birth day celebration. ln. his nﬂ ren
green flag 1s tuken in procession to the acconl; i
ment- of music and is finally ereccted on a pl; If)"“?l-
specially constructed for (he purpose ip ‘nl'(mn
where the Sunniesare in g majority. In oth:r P]:‘C‘fs
the flag is fixed on a margosa trce near tlp"m’LS
trance to the place.  This is done with the llf‘;"n-
thgt a flag of Peer-c-Dastagiri who wasL' ¥ 1fif
szn.nt would protect the placc warding dﬂgr?dt
epidemics and foul play of Satan. Jussto' ~ d'n
Mo»hrram. it is a very happy occasion thou th fm
a single 'mght. In the rural parts of this dit o
it is an Interesting  sight to witness a vast clr o
of Hindus  with a handful of Muslims O'Wd
together in a procession with the green ﬂalrnﬁvfng
abo‘ve and music playing in the front pruc[icill yTg
entire cqst being contributed by the’leadin Hy ™
community of the village concerned hg o
a few orthodox Muslims who . Lo,

! are educated com-
mence 10 days earlier reading the life and othe
holy books on Islam and conclude the festiv'xrl

?vxth poor feeQing on a small scale whether 1)

1s & procession or mnot. Several miracles 1«”@
attributed to the credit of (ie oreat Saimb e
the carlier stages of his life he cznvcrtcl N -At
of robbers by telling them how much of n; dﬁgdng
had with him and where he had kept it On\:\}/ -
the robbers gqnestioned him why he revé'xl‘dhcn
fact while there was an opportunity to s‘aL th.?
money, he replied that normally 1t was ;’C h’ls
sin to utter a lic and that it would be 5 rﬁrcat
orie 1'n his case, as he had promised his motie'ater
the time of leave taking and receiving her blcssill;

not to utter a lie.  The gang of robbers refor «gii
themselves and became a group of hjs disci;l)lll;

In this district the festival is more conspicuo
in villages than in towns. "

at

_ 6: Shab-e-Barat or Night of Record —This fos
c,twl 1s held on the night of the fourteenth ;)f :lb-
cighth  month ie.. Shaban (Dcccmbcr-Janu,‘ '
and it is belicved that the duties of the men forl trly)
ensuing year are rccorded. The whole night]:
spent cither 1n prayer or in recitation of QU!“H:
in a happy and pleasant mood with illuminati;n
and display of fire works. We find in {hege
celebrations the influence of Deepavali celebrations
conducted by the Hindus with great mirth and
joy, lavishly indulging in fire works. This is a
common festival among Muslims though the cele-
bration is confined to a few rich and educated
Musliws of towns.

COMMON CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS

- L. The New Year’s Day — The first ol January
1s celebrated as the New Year’s Day by all Chris-
tans.  Celcbrations commence an hour or  tWo
before the wctual birth of the New Year. Between
10 and 1T O’ clock on the night of the 3lst Decem~
bc.r of the preceding year theice is the ‘Watch
Night” service in churches. The function commens
ces with the distribution of sweets to the assems
bly. A specch is delivered about the closing year.
EXil_Clly at 12 O'clock in the midnight a speech is
delivered ushering inthe New Year.  Songs about
th‘c coming yeur, about the glory of God, 16 praise
of Christ and prayer for His blessings are subé
individually and in chorus. At about 00-30 hours,
the function concludes by u service and mutual
exchange of greetings for the New Year by those
assembled there. At 5=30 hou:s, in the morning
Of thg New Year’s Day each fanily conducts ser-
vice m the house. Prayers arc offered for ﬂ}e
benefits of the previous year and for blessings 7
the ensuing year. After bath and wearing ©
new clothes, greeting cards, gifts and sweets are
dlStfibutcd to friends and relatives. Church
service between 9 and 11 aan., is attended by all.
Dedicution of the Biblical names by the pastor to
the new born babies and special prayers for the

extenyon of the Kingdom of Christ brings the
function to a close,

A.t home cach family exhibits the greetings
and gifts such as toys, clothing, sweets, €€
received from fricnds and relatives on a table 17
the well decorated hall of the house cleaned a0
dccgrutcd. The dayv is one of rejoicing with
Cl}mcc Sweetmeats and non-vegetarian dishes fof
dinner,

_ Besides contributing onc-tenth of a month’s
meome o the Church by all devoted Christiahs:
Spccm! offerings are made to the Church for the
extention of the kingdom of Jesus Christ i-€o ‘('or
}l.‘.c Mission of converting others into Christiznty:
Ihc, cxchange of prectings is not confined 10
Christians alone.  1¢is extended to all classes of
educated people. The Christians distribute sweets

to all their Hindu and Muslim friends in the
locality.

. For the recently converted umcducated Hari=
Jans of the country side, the New Year's Day !lus
no  special significance, uniess the concernes
Pastor undertakes to hold the function of dedi-
cating Biblical names to the converts here an

COMMON FESTIVALS

:::: during the close of the year. tnspite of
relin: celei?rutlons, Christians do not attach much

8i0us importance to this New Yecar's Day.

STeis a convention gaining ground both among
the Catholics and Protestants that there is 1o
need to attach importance to st January as @
¢W Ycar’'s Day. It may be observed as any
Other Indian does, as the first day of the official
cal.enda“ year. Along with the preparation and
enjoyment of the time honoured bhakshyam from
the days of forcfathers, all the functions ©
thanks giving for the closing year and prayers
o the new year etc., can as well be trans-
ferred 1o the Telugu Ncw Year’s Day .by.thc
Andhra, Karnataka and Maharashtra Christians
Now thill we dre an [ndependent Nation 'with a

National calendar of our OWn.

2. Good Friday — Jesus Christ was crucified in
Jerusalem by the Jewson Friday and Good Friday
I celebrated to commeniorate the day. ltisa
part of the celebration of the Easter and comes
immediately before the Easter Sunday, Easter
being the most joyous of Christian festivals
observed annually throughout Christendom in
commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ
on the first Sunday after the full moon following
the vernal cquinox.!  Though Easter Sunday is
the central point in the observance of the events
connected with Christ’s death on a Friday and
His resurrcction on a Sunday, the ideal Easter
season extends from Ash Wednesday, the first day
of Lent to Whit Sunday which commemorates the
day of Pentecost. This period of the Easter cycle
may be divided into 3 periods (1) the prepara-
Z‘OTY fast of the forty days of Lent; (2) the fifteen

2Ys beginning with the Sunday before and ending
With the Sunday after Easter during which the
ceremonies of the holy week and the services of
the Octave of Easter are observed; (3) the Octave
of Easter during which the newly baptised wear
thel.r VYhite garments and for the paschal season
begmn.mg at Easter and lasting till Whit Sunday.
In this district fasting is observed for a week
commencing from the 4th day preceding Good
Friday upto Easter i.e., thc Sunday after Good
Friday. This period is known as “Lamentation
period” or “Passion weck.”’ The religious minded

121]

clders observe the fast very strictly and engage
themseclves in prayers. On friday Church scrvice
is conducted from 11.00 hours to 16.00 hours,
when only seven persons spcak, the significance
being that the Lord spoke only scven words from
the cross before His death. Each speech is pre-
ceded and followed by a praycr. No true Christian
fails to observe fast at least on that day. The
Sunday following is Easter. Early in the morning
at 5.00 hours all the members of the church start
in procession from the church to an open spacc
preferably a grove. There they sing in praise of
the Lord after which there is a sermon by a learned
preacher. "By 7.00 hours thcy return home and
get ready to attend the church by 9.00 hours.
Roman Catholics, however, do not go in procession
but attend their respective churches, have scrvice
from 3 to 4 p.m., as Jesus is believed to have been
crucified at 3.00 p.m. They observe jagarana on
the night of Saturday previous to _Elje Easter
Sunday which they call “Easter  Vigil”. ‘lmmf’:'
diately after the service in the church, Lord’s
supper’ is observed by those who believe in the

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Bread and diluted

wine in little quantities representing the flesh and
stians. New born

blood of Jesus are taken by Chri . d
babies arc brought to the Church and chrh'tene
Nominally

with Biblical names by t.he pas.tOr-A e baptised
the members of the Christian family are baptise

as a token of rebirth, affirming their bch.ct'm
Christ.  This is done by immersing the Christian
in the water and taking him out by tl.lc pastor or
some other church authority chanting hymns.
This s the practice with the majority of the
protestants who immerse the new convert nlot
particularly in sacred or holy wa‘ter as John, Hi
Baptist baptised for the first time in .the walers o

the River Jordon. It signifies @ spiritual turning
away from sins and the entry into a new and purer
Jife. A few of the protestants and all the Catho-‘
lics sprinkle holy water on the ncw converts
before Baptism, after saying Prayers over thg
water beforc it is sprinkled. Feasts are held 'fmd
consumed in every bhouse with friends an

relatives.

3. Christmas is the birth day cclcbruu’on ut:
Jesus  Christ.  Though 25th is the birthday of

1 FEaster: Theday the Christians celebratc Christ's rising from the dead is called Easter. 1t always comes off o &

Sunday falling cither in March or In April. The date depends on when the Moon appears in full in those months.

However, it can never be earlier t

han March, 22ad nor later than April, 25th,

To many, Easter means the coming of spring. In this season trees give out new leaves; sceds that have rested in the
ground ail winter scnd up leaves @nd flowers; moths come out of their cocoons, birds build nests and lay €ggs. For
hundreds of years, cggs have signified the awakening of life in spring. Christians colour Easter cggs and give them o
thejr friends as a way of 3ay11g ‘Spring 15 here’—The Golden Book of Encyclopaedia - Book V,P. 443 by Bertha

Moris Parker
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Jesus, the celcbrations commence on the night of
23td December with the Christmas Candle Light-
ing Service. The cvening of 24th is called the
Chiistnas Eve and special prayers and services are
held in churches.  In order to keep the children
awake on the night of the 24th; the parcuts tell
them that Christmas Father visits  them wilh pre-
sents.  This Christmas  Father or Santa Claus is
an imaginary person with a white tlowing beard
and a red snow suit believed to fill the children’s
stockings with Christmas presents by night.  Th:
children generally fall asleep by mid-night of the
Christmas Eve, then the parents keep presents
like sweets, baloons, toys ere., in stockings and
keep them under their beds or on the tables. 1n
the morning the children are told that Christmas
Father had come and icft them presents. Even in
the church the eldest member is dressed like the
Christmas Father and is made to wander about in
the congregation, distributing sweets erc., to the
children from the stockings hung to a bamboo
stick on his shoulder. On the night of 24th Decem-
ber the members of the church specially youngsters
go around the townin groups singing Christimag
carolls to wake up the Christians and inviting them
to church for the important celebration on 251,
morning. Some of the Christian families receive
such parties and offer them sweets and cakes. Afier
the service in the church on the morning of the 2514
they return home and spend the day in merriment
exchanging grectings and inviting friends and
relatives to participate in the Christmas dinner.
The well-to-do protestants prepare the ‘Christmas
tree’ with canes and bamboos and decorate it with
coloured paper, candles and a variety of coloyred

Bibliography: [, Denison Ross, An Alphabetical List of the Feasts and Holidays of 1he Hindus- and

(Calcutta: 1914)

APPENDIX 1

_ o {riends
bulb,.  Gilts and greeung. received 'ff'o‘:d on the
and relatives are conspicuously exhibit

‘Christmas tree)’

The Reman Catholics do not have the 'Ch’]libkte
mas tree’ but exhibit in a terib” (@ small hgtt';tues
erection) the articles of presentations, the Sftuhel‘
of Babe Jewus, Mother Mary and foster 1 the
Joseph,  Som figures ol animals rcprcscntlvl’lic R
stable ave also kept to indicate the actual pla
the birth of Lord Jesus,

| for all Chris®
or poor i

the towns
ailed above
tion

Christmas s a common I‘L‘S‘iv.u
tians in this district, whether “Ch.
town or village. The well-to-do 1
celebrate the festival in the manner detat cia
Even the pour on account of the clmg i‘”_sol cqual
with the rest in the town obscrve i wn:jinners
zeal, though they cannot allord lh; cust?)’ o’ is 8
or exchange of sweets.  The ‘Chflﬁtm‘“‘dt Harijen
luxury for them. For the unch.Cthe haps, 2
converts of the village Christmasis, per
festival. Rich feasts of the year are el
they are not advanced cnough 10 C,O“C,gtrc&
idea of a ‘Christmas father’ ord ‘Chrlstlx.‘&rs a
But the missionaries and the focal ,Pl-l:ltloon
innovating several methods of cmn’/cxslt ngs i
Christmas Day. Processions sil11:l“‘“a' .Si to one
Telugu, door to door personal n.\vnutlo eSS
and all of the place to participate if (he’ Cﬁings o
lon, enacting dramas of the life and tea rra“gmg
several of the Christian siints and ahe saints
burrakathas and even harikathas 'f\b{mtt This s
are resorted to to support their misston:
conspicuously seen in the vitlages.

:

$
M uhammadan ,

APPENDIX I
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APPENDIX II
STATEMENT OF FAIRS AND FESTIVALS

S
Z  Location

Distance

Month and dates

= Code No. from nearest Name of when the fair or

5 and name of Railway Station, fair or festival is held

w» Village/ Town City or Town festival and its duration
1 2 3 4 5

Estimated
o . congregation—
Significance Name and descrip- local or other- Articles Remarks—(Faci
and occasion tion of the deity wise. Do all brought to the lities, :,u:v ?.n

for the fair
or festival

6

connected with the

r 1 communities
fair or festival

participate ?

fair or festival

visitors—any other
for sale

special features)

7

8

9

10

1. ELURU TALUK—Contd.

28 4 miles from Nuzvid Ganganam- On first Sunday af- Local,
15 Vasanta- Railway Station and ma Aradha- ter Bhadrapada Sud- religious
vada II 10 miles from Eluru by na dha Chaviti (Au-
road and by boat gust-September).
1 day
29 6 miles from Nuzvid Siva Kalya- In Phalgunam (Feb- ho.nm.r
16 Gogunta Railway Stationand 12 nam ruary-March). religious
miles from Eluru 1 day
30 6 miles from Nuzvid Ganganam- On first Sunday af- Local,
17 Sakala- Railway Station ma Jatara ter Vinayaka Chaviti religious
kotha- i.e., Bhadrapada Su-
palle ddha Chaviti (Augu-
st-Septembery).
1 day
32 10 miles from Eluru Ganganam- No fixed date. Local,
18 Satya-  Railway Station ma and Po- | day religious
volu thuraju Ja-
tara
35 4 miles from Eluru Ganganam- No fixed date. Local.
19 Muppa- Railway Station by ma Jatara 9 days religious
Iru road
40 7 miles from Powerpet Ganganam-  Firstweek of June.  Local,
20 Kavagu- Railway Station and ma Jatara 2 days religious
nta 8 miles {rom Eluru
44 2 miles from Eluru Dhanurma- In Pushyam(Decem- Local,
2! Saniva- town sa festival ber-January). religious
rapti- 30 days
peta
Taluk and district 1. Gopala- Magha Suddha Pur- Local,
22 mE~E headquarters on Mad- swamy Ra- nima (January-Feb- religious
B ras-Calcutta Sectionof  thothsavam ruary).
Southern Railway at 1 day
a distance of 38 miles
north of Vijayawada
Junction. 2 Railway
Stations. 1. Eluru,
2. Powerpet
2. Sankara Vaisakha Suddha Local,
Jayanthce Padyami to Pancha- religious
thsavam mi {(April-May).
S days
3, Ramakoti From Magha Suddha Local,
Mahothsa- Ekadasi  (January- religious
vam February).
5 days
4. Janarda- On Phalguna Sudd- Local,
naswamy ha Purnima (Febru- religious
Rathoth- ary-March).
savam 1 day
i 1
miles from Eluru Gonthelam- 1In Bhadrapadam Local,
23 —AMWE- 2 : ma festival (August-September). religious
ru G days

Ganganamma

Local congre-
gation. Hindus

in Kartikam (October-November) in Siva temple.

celebrated in the Vishnu »Q:;u_o with a procession of the Lord. Maha-
_N_Am-:_m.:u:~m and ﬁ(ﬁmnm&: avamma Koluvus

and Thursday respectively when epidemics prevail in the village

Siva, stone Sivalin-
gam

Ganganamma

Ganganamma and
Pothuraju

Ganganamma

Ganganamma

Chennakesava-
swamy

Gopalaswamy

Hindu Religious
head Sankaracha-
rya

Stri Rama

Janardanaswamy

Gonthelamma

Local congre-
gation. Hindus

Local congre-
gation. Hindus
Maintly confined
to Turpukapu and
Adi Andhra com-
munities.

Local congre-
gation. Hindus

Local congre-
gation. Hindus

Local congre-
gation. Hindus

Local congre-
gation. Hindus

Local congre-
gation, Hindus

Local and
from nearby
villages.
Hindus

10,000; local

and from nei-
ghbouring vil-
lages. Hindus

Sri Rama Navami

is celebrated on
Chaitra Suddha
Navami (March-
April).  Abhishe-
kams are performed
Vaikunta Ekadasi is

are celebrated on Friday

Sweets, utensils
foodstuffs,
terns, torchlights,

mirrors and combs,

books, pictures,
photos, cloth,

toys, plastic goods,
ribbouns, etc.

Local congre-
gation.Hindus

Local congre-
gation.Schedu-
led Castes

fan -

Abhishekam  and
deeparadhana are
performed daily in
Kartikam (Octo-
ber-November)

It is celebrated
only .when epide-
mics prevail in the
village

This festival is cele-
brated when rains
fail. Bhajans are
performed in Kar-
tikam (October-
November) in Sri
Rama temple. De-
votees observe fast -«

during this month
on Mondays

Ganganamma fes-
tival is celebrated
for 32 days once in
10 years. Sivaratri
is celebrated in
Siva temple. Devo-
tees observe fasti-
ng and jagaram on
Sivaratri and Mu-
kkoti Ekadasi fes-
tivals

Devotees observe
fasting and jagaram
during Mahusiva-
ratri and Mukkoti
Ekadasi festivals.
The village deity
Mahalakshmi 1is
worshipped in the
city

Sri Rama Navami
is celebrated for 5
days from Chaitra
Suddha Navam1
(March - April
LordVenkateswara
Samaradhana is
celebrated in Ja-
nuary every year

The are three cho-
ultrics and pandals
are erected

Md. Syed Baji Urs
is celebrated for 2
days in memory of
the saint. Ravana
Brahma Uthsavam
is celebrated in the
city in October
every year

Beerappa Uthsa-
vam is celebrated
in Sravanam (July-
August). Ganga-
namma Kolupu 1s
celebrated during
Sankranti
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Abhishekam

Abhaya hastam

Agadtha
AZarbathies

Agraharam

Ahimsa

Akhanda varthideepam

Akasa deeparadhana
Akhandhothsavam

Alams

Ammavaru

Ankurarpana

Annasantarpana

Aradhana

Aramams

Archaka

GLOSSARY

Religious rite of pour-
ing or sprinkling sac-
red waters on the im-
age of a deity

... Raised right palm of

deities representing
the protection—afford-
ing attitude in a pos-
ture of reassurance

. Moat

Incense sticks

. A village given as a do-

. Non-violence,

e

... Offering of

. Doing festival

. Standards

nation to Brahmins

refrain-
ing from killing any
creatures

Incessant burning of

light

burning
lights in a temple

conti-
nuously

which are
commonly 1made of
copper and  brass,
though occasionally of
gold and silver

. Female deity

. Inauguration of a celeb-

. Free feeding

ration

usually
meant for the poor

. Special worship

. Buddhist halls of wor~

ship

. One who conducts the

worship, a ministrant

Arghya

Ashramam; Ashram
Asvamedha

Attilly

Avathar

Buairagis

Bandaru

Bata

Bhagavannamasan-
keerthanam

Bhajans

Bhaktas

Bhak:i

Bheri

Bhogams; Bhogamulu
Bilvam

Burelu

Chékra
Chakrasthanam; ...

chakrasnanam

Chakra teertham

. A sacred tree

. Oblation

. Hermitage

. Horse sacrifice

. Mother-in-law’s house

. Incarnation

. Ascetics

. Margosa leaves offered

with turmeric and ver-
milion

. Pathway

. Chanting of God’s
names

- Singing in chorus in

praise of God

. Devotees

. Devotion to God, loyal-

ty, faith

. Drum

- Rituals with pomp or

special offerings

(aegle
marmelos)

. A sweet preparation

. Discus, the weapon of

Lord Vishnu

. A kind of ritual.in the

festival

. Taking the chakram (disc

of Lord Vishnu) to a
well or pond for wash-
ing in the waters



C.halimidi;
Chalipindi

Chalivendra

Chaluvachapparam

Darshan

Devags;
Devathas

Dandakam

Daityas

Darbha

Dargah; Darga

Deeksha
Deeparadhana

Devasthanam

Dhwajarohang
Dhwajasthambham
Dibbi

Ekaham

[76]

.« A preparation of soak-
ed rice with jaggery

. Place where cool water
is supplied on the road
side for drinking dur-
ing summer

- Akind of p
procession

... Audience

alanquin for

.« Celestial beings

<. Verse i

praise of 3

God or Goddess

- Sons of Ditj and
yapa Prajapati,

Kas-

cne-

mies of Devas

« A species

of sacred

grass used for religi-

Ous rites

-+« Place of religious

portance
generally
tomb

m-
for Muslims
having a

qu, adhering to g par-
ticular discipline

cees Burning Of Oll
before the deity

‘e Templc

lamps

- lnauguration of the fe.-

tival (

<+ Pillar iy
temple

-+ Hundj

*++ Singing pp
Poems
God ¢o
24 hoyrg
and nioh.

flag hoisting)

front of the

fl!ans or other
M praise of
Mnuously for

€., one day

Fatcha

Guaja vahanam

Garugalu

Guaragautsavam

Garelu

Garigalu

Garudavahanam ...

_ Offerings int

. A fried prep

R Vehicle in th

he name of

God ora saint

L lephant vehicle

. [
tuken 10 proce

Lights Ataras 0

sion during J
¢ dCithS

villag
i ected
Celebration conn
with Jataras ,

aratiod w.lth

black gram dhal

farthen images

. ;da
sacred kite, Gart

cethd
i agvads
Geethaparayunam Reciting Bhag -
ime
Ghadivas ... A mcasure ,Of t__ hours)
T ven g/l(ld’)'”s
(4
. . nnCCt
, €O
‘ v Celebratiof cow
Gopujamahothsavam i worship of
are
cow
> where
Gorakshanasala ... Place
carced for
Gotram ... Clan »
d P
, revere
ur _ Acharya,
Guru ceptor; tcacher
con”
-1ass
~ r Dla .. 5
Gurukulam ... School © religio¥

Hurathi

Harikathay

Harinamasankeerthanam

]agaranu

ducted by 2

preachcr
rally
Wave offering gcnephof
. with ligh.tc et
or wick dippPe
its ©
Legends of exp.lo S ed
Gods ot c.roeb music
with «singind
and danc€ f
es ©
Chanting the
Lord Vvishnt
the

’ ake .
Keeping hi:“(’pcmoocm
whole N1g

 Jayanthi; Jayanii

Jatara

Jwalathoranam ...

Kalakshepam
Kesakhandana
Kalayanamahotsavam
Kalyanamantapam

K arpura harathi

Kathakalakshepam

Katnam

Kalyanam

Kolatams

Kota Dibba

Kshetram

Kumbham

Kumkum

Lakshakumkumar-
chana

Lakshapatri puja ...

Lalithasahasrana-
mam

. Pastime with

. Birthday celebration

. Fair having religious
importance
. A special function

where the deity is taken
out in procession ro-
und the temple thrice
and later under a fes-
toon suspended across
the main entrance to
the open space in front
of the temple

. Pastime

... Tonsure ceremony
... Marriage ceremony
... Wedding hall

... Wave offering with li-

ghted camphor

listening
to stories relating to
God

. Dowry
. Marriage

... A dance to the beat of

short sticks held in the
hands

. A mound in the fort
.. Aholy place, land
. Heap of cooked rice

. Vermilion

. Worship with vermilion

one lakh times

.. Worshipping with one

lakh bilva leaves

. Worship chanting 1,000

names of Goddess La-
litha

1
Lingam

Mahant

Maharishi

Mandapam; mantapam

Mahima
Mandiram

Manasaputra

Mantram; Mantra

Mukha mantapam

Muthaiduva

Murt

Nadiveedhi Theertham

Nagas
Nagendra

Naivedyam

Namasankeerthanas

Nama:

Nandi

Phallus

. Head of religious ins-

titution

. Great sage

... A small room with pil-

lars and roof all of
stone; a structure for
placing an idol

. Power
. Temple like erection

. Son born of desire alo-

ne

... Incantation or spell. In

Sanskrit and other
languages derived from

it, it also denotes
hymn, sacred text or
mystical verse

. Entrance hall, front
hall

. Woman in  married

status

... Place of residence of

fakirs, bairagies, and
other religious mendi-
cants of this descrip-
tion. A religions inis-
titution with authority
over a sect.

. Festival in the middle

of the main street

... Cobras
- King of serpents

. Offering in kind made

to God and consumed
later

. Songs in praise of God
... Prayer

. Sacred Bull, vehicle of

Lord Siva



Neerajanams

Nitya deepa dhoopa
naivedyam; Nitya nai-
vedya deeparadhana

Nithya Vedaparayanam ...

Paicsham
Palaharam

Panakam

Panchanga sravanam

Panduga

Panneram

Panuvattam

Pasupu

Pindam

Prabha

Prabhalabandiu

Prabhathaseva
Prarthanas

- Prasadam

Pujari

Puja

Puranams

. Carts with

. Priest, one who

(78]

. Waveeoffering with ligh-

ted camphor

. Daily offerings in kind

and burning of oil
lamps

Reciting of Vedas daily

. Fortnight

. Eatables

. Jaggery solution taste-

fully spiced

. Listening to the rcading

of almanac

. Festival

... Soaked green gram dhal,

salted and spiced

. Pedestal on which g

Sivalingam stands

. Turmeric

. Food presented at 3

sraddha to the spirit

.- A long vertically pro-

jected stand conically
shaped at the top cove-

red with a designed
cloth

mounted
prabhas

-+- Early morning worship
. Prayers in chorus

. Eatables distributed af-

ter offering to deity

con-
ducts worship, a mini-
strant

. Worship

. Stories relating to God

or epics

Pulihora
Purohit

Purnima

Pushkarini

Puspayagam

Rakshasas

Rama mandiram ...
Rathothsavam

Ravikalu

Rishis

Rudrabhishek am

Sadhus

Sahasrakamalapooja

Sahasranamarchana

Saivism

Saivites '

. A preparation

. Demons,

. Thosc who have T

. Worship

_ Those belonging

of rice,

tamarind juice €t¢

. N u-
Priest for the comm
nity or a village

. Full moon day

. Sacred pond

Worship  with many

Linds of flowers

-

cvil—mindcd

Cps similaf
strong  bengs slmen—
o Asuras Who adrc
cmics of the GO

re
A small place whee
Lord Rama 18 pray

. Car festival, chariot

proccssion
m
Upper gurmen.ts leu.
by Indian ladies; D
SeS
. Sages
Lord
ishekam 10
. Abhishek: s

Siva reciting [ on
a special composit]

eno-

an
unced the worl ’

its concerns

. nd
Worship with thousa

lotus flowers

by utter'mgf
0
thousand names

God or Goddess

. A Hindu sect worshiP”

. re—
ping Siva as the sup

me God

to
Hindu sect WOTShéZ‘
ping Siva as the g; o
test God. regarding ]es-
as the source and
sence of the universeé

* Saivaradhana

e

Sakthi

Samajam
Samaradhanas
Al

Sami tree

Sulatheertham

Sanku
Santhanam

Sanyasi

Sapthaham

Sathi

Sesha
Seshavahanam

Seva

Silaphalakam
Sivalayam
Skandapurana

Stupa

Sudarsanam

. Cult of worship of Lord

Siva

. Female deity in an awe-

inspirng form; Parvati
the consort of Lord
Siva

. Society
... Free feeding

. A king of tree connec-

ted with epics {proso-
pis spicigera)

.. Worship of the sacred

javelin

. Conch
. Progeny

. One who has renounced

the world and its con-
cerns

... A seven days celebra-

tion with continuous
pujas, bhajans and se-
veral other rituals

., Woman entering her

husband’s funeral pyre

. Serpent
... Serpent vehicle
... Worship

. Stone plate usually bea-

ring an inscription

. Temple dedicated to

Lord Siva

. Epic on Lord Subrah-

mayaswamy

. Pillar
. Name of the Disc (Vish-

nu’s weapon)

Sundarakanda parayanam Recitation of Sundar-

akanda from Rama-
yana

Suryanamaskarams

Swayambhu

Teertham

Thambulam

Theppa utsavam

Thiruveerothsavam

Tirunala ..o

Trisulam

Tulasi

Upanayanam
Ure&impu

Uthsava vigraham

V adapappu
Vadibiyyamu

Vahanam

Vaishnavites

Varaha

Vasanthostavam ...

Vedas

. Salutations to Sun-God

. Self-mnanifested |

. Sacred water; celebra-

tion of festival

. The whole apparatus of

betel i.e., leaf, nut,
chunam and spicery in
the manner the Indians
take it; generally betel
leaves and arecanuts

.. Boat procession
. A special worhip

. Fair; celebration of a

festival

. Trident

. The holy basil (ocymum

sanctum)

. Thread marriage

. Procession

. Idol meant for festivals

and processions

. Soaked green gram dhal

. Rice and raw turmeric

placed at one end of
the sari presented toa
daughter of the family

by her parents or bro-
thers

. Vehicle

... Those belonging to Hin-

du sect regarding Vi-
shnu as the supreme
being

... Four rupees

. Sprinkling of coloured

water

. Scripture — it is in four

volumes —~ Rig Veda,
Yajur Veda, Sama
Veda and Atharvana
Veda



Nee

Nin
nai
vedy

Niii

Pa,
Pa

Pa

Pq

Vedaparq yanq
VEdasastrax

Veerasaiyg,

Vibhygj or Vibhuthi

Vi igrahas; Vigraham

Vimanap,

Viniyogap

vae

Viseshq sevq

PNy

Rccmng ol Vida. bival
Waham

Booky oy Phitosaphy

- Saivige
l'lvms who Would ceny
e ife g (
‘ v il by
e i iy
n'udt.nt they o, (h’c
g i
Bam givep by euru Y‘lwm;
Sacred ash
-« Idols
Yur,
<o Aerig] i
y charlot, or tower ;
4 temple e
++ Distribye:
i .
bution; Utilisation Yogi

L

Special WOrship

! Tatham:

bratha .

Yaga, Yuena

\Marriage ’
. fule

Vow or worship i

fitment of # VOV

s riall$
. rcl’glo
rifice. 8 .
Sacrifice, accompa

ceremony - 1g
nicd by oblatio?

Sacrificial animé

A special po

ct
ed through pené?

. ood 8PF°
One who attaif® ouf?

cial powers
penance

wer stts’”

Name of village
of town

(1)
Abbirajupalem
fo Doddipatiq

Achantg
Agadaklanka

{tampudi
Aljarag
Akividu
Amruthalingampeta
Ananthapallc
Aravilli
Arikirevyl,
Atlapady
Attili

Badampugi
Bodara,
Bapirajugudem
Bayyanagudem
Bhatlamogutur
Bheemavaram
Borrampalem
rahmanagudem

Chagallu
Chandravaram h/o
allavaram
Chataparry
Cherukuvada
Chikkaly
Chilakapady
Chinchinada
Chinanothepalle
Chintalapudi
'“nayagudcm

Dendulur

Devg

Devarapaiie
Yarmavargm
'uSumarry
OMmery

DOTasanipadu
Uvva

DWaraka Thirumala

Elamanchi;
Elupy  °

Fpiguntg

Taluk

2

Narsapur

Narsapur
Eluru
Tanuku
Tanuku
Bheemavaram

Eluru

Tadepalligudem.

Tanuku
Kovvur
Kovvur
Tanuku

Tadepalligudem ..

Chintalapudi
Eluru
Polavaram
Tanuku
Bheemavaram
Chintalapudi
Kovvur

Kovvur
Kovvur

Eluru

Bheemavaram ..

Kovvur
Tanuku
Narsapur
Eluru
Chintalapudi
Kovvur

Eluru
Narsapur
Kovvur
Kovvur
Bheemavaram
Kovvur
Eluru
Tanuku
Eluru

Narsapur
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made 16 present a géogrdphical. fabric of the distribu-
tion of religious bellefy and  their influence on rural,
social and_ economic life. This account will serve to

. throw L’igh?‘r on the relationship and interdependence of
) ‘.cas‘te.s and communities, the economy which holds them
- togetl;er and the net work of transport and communi-
" catlon which unites as well as keeps them apart. This

indeed is one of the most detuiled social maps ever 1o

~ be produced for any part of India.
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