










IV 

A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A mini-
mum of thirty-five villages was to be chosen with great care to represent 
adequately geographical, occupational and even ethnic diversity. Of this 
minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be as follows: 

(a) At least eight villages were to be so selected that each of them 
would contain one dominant community with one predominating occu-
pation, e.g., fishermen, forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, 
salt-makers, quarry workers etc. A village should have a minimum popUla-
tion of 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700. 

(b) At least seven villages were to be of n'umerically prominent Sche-
duled Tribes of the State. Each village could represent a particular tribe. 
The minimum population should be 400, the optimum being between 500 
and 700. 

(c) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old 
and settled character and contain variegated occupations and be, if possi-
ble, multi-ethnic in composition. By fair size was mea\.ut a population of 
500-700 persons or more. The village should mainly depend on agricul-
ture and be suffiCiently away from the major sources of modern communi-
villages were to be selected with an eye to variation in terms of size, pro-
cation such as the district administrative headquarters and business 
centres. It should be roughly a day's jour>!:ey from the above places. The 
villages were to be selected with an eye to variation in terms of size, proxi-
mity to city and other mea,r:s of modern communication, nearness to 
hills, jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be a regional distribu-
tion throughout the State of this category of villages. If, however, a par-
ticular district contained significant ecological variations within its area, 
more than one village in the district might be selected to study the special 
adjustments to them. 
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It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly out-
gre:v their ori~inal terms of reference. as my colleagues warmed up to 
the:r :vork.. ThIS proved for them an absorbing voyage of discovery and 
theI.r mfectlO~s enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the inquiry's scope 
agam ar.d agam. It was just as well cautiously to feel one's way about at . 
first and then venture further afield, and although it accounts to some ex-
tent for.a certain unevenness in the quality and coverage of the mono-
g.raphs, It served to compensate the purely honorary and extra-mural 
ngours of the ta~k. For, the Survey, along with its many ancillaries like 
the survey of faIrs and festivals, or small and rural industry and others 
was an 'extra', over and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census. ' 

It might ~e of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Sur-
vey enlarged It~ scope. At the first Cer:sus Conference in September 1959 
the S~rvey ~et I~self the task of what might be called a record in situ of 
mate~lal traIts, lIke settlement patterns of the village; house types; diet; 
dress, ornaments and foot-wear; furniture and storing vessels; common n:eans of transport of goods and passeng2rs; domestication of a,nimals and 
bIrds; marke.ts attended; worship of deities; festivals and fairs. There were 
to b~ .record:ngs, of course, of c.ultural and social traits and occupational 
mobIlIty. ThIS was followed up m March 1960 by two specimen schedules 
one for ea~h household, the other for the village as a whole which apart 
from spel1m~ out the mode of inquiry suggested i,n the S~ptemb~r 1959 
cOl~ference, mtrodu~ed g.roups of questions aimed at sensing changes in 
attId1:1de and behaVIOur m such fields as marriage, inheritance, moveable 
a,nd Immoveabl~ prop~r~y, ind~stry,. indebtedness, education, community 
lIfe and. collectIve actI.vIty, SOCIal dIsabilities forums of appeal over dis-
prt~si v~~ag~ raters~IP' and.Jrganisation of cultural life. It was now 
~ aIr ~ e m en

h 
IOn l?t P~OVI he adequate statistical support to empirical 

ee , ? ~pproac .qua 1 ahve c ange .through statistical quantities. It had 
been dIfficult to gIVe thought to the Importance of 'just enough statistics 
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t ive empirical ux,.,elerpinning to conclusion', at a time when my colle~-
~:s were straining themselves to the utmost f.or the success of th~ ma~n 

g tI'ons but once the census count Itself was left behmd m Census opera, .., T' d (M 1961) M h 1961 a series of three regIOnal semmars In nvan rum . ay , 
D:;~e~ling ~nd Srinagar (June 19.61) restored their attention to this field 

dJth 'mportance of tracing socIal change through a number of well-de-
an e 1 . ' d Th' 't If d ised statistical tables was once agam recog~l1se. IS 1 se presuppos~ 
~ fresh survey of villages already done; bu~ It was ~~rth the trouble m 

. f the possibilities that a close analysIs of statIstIcs offered, and also VIew 0 . . . d b d B N because the 'consanguu;,Ity' schedule remame to e canvasse. y ovem-
ber 1961, however, more was expected of th~se surveys than ever before. 
There was dissatisfaction on the one hand WIth too man~ general sta~ep 

t and a growing desire on the other to draw conclusIOns from statIs-
~~s~ t~ regard social and economic data. as interrelated p.rocesse.s, and final-
ly to examine the social and economIC processes set m motIOn through 
land reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, tech-
nological and cultural change. Finally, a study camp was organised in the 
last week of December 1961 wher., the whole field was c~re.fully gone 
through over again and a programme worked out closely kmttmg the va-
rious aims of the Survey together. The Social Studies Section of the Census 
Commission rendered assistance to State Superintendents by way of scru-
tiny and technical comment on, the frame of Survey and presentation of 
results. 

This gradual unfolding of t~e aims of the Survey ~r~vente~ my collea-
gues from adopting as many VIllages as they had ongmally mtended to. 
But I believe that what may have been lost in quantity has been more than 
made up for in quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time that such a Sur-
vey has been conducted in any country, and that purely as a labour of love. 
It has succeeded in attaining what it set out to achieve; to construct a map 
of village India's social structure. Ol'~e hopes that the volumes of this Sur-
vey will help to retain for the Indian Census its title to 'the most fruitful 
single source of information about the country'. Apart from other features, 
it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has set up a new Census stan-
dard in pictorial and graphic documentatiQn. 

NEW DELHI, 
July 30, 1964. 

ASOK MITRA 
Registrar General, India 
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