












PREFACE 
the Registrar General's foreword gives a very clear idea of what the 

project aims at achieving. For us it was ~ot always ve!y .easy to select 
villages where such surveys could be carned out. We mevltably collected 
material for some of the places which have interested us and after a number 
of considerations a selection was made. 

Chergaon interested us because agriculture and castes, polyandry and 
trends are found here which are not common in other parts of Himachal 
Pradesh. Then there is grOwing economy with elaborate potentialities. We 
wanted to study the changes that have taken place here in the last decade 
and a half or more. 

This is not a snobbish reed but a brief monograph on socio-economic 
survey of Chergaon about which we have gathered as much a vivid infor-
mation of panorama of village life here as we possibly could. It takes years 
to collect our material and to piece these together we have made a number 
of initial mistakes. To bring out nearly 36 monographs of village surveys in 
some of the remotest parts of Himachal Pradesh and to bring out another 
large number of books mean~ a considerable effort, patience, co-ordination 
and devotion to work. 

If we have been able to achieve this in some measure, what will stand 
the test of time it would be because of the considerations that we have 
received from Shri Asok Mitra, the Registrar General and from other 
colleagues. Speaking of those from our organisation here, the initial 
schedules have been very carefully and meticulously prepared by Durga 
Singh our Office Superintendent. The Investigator. Mohan Lal Gupta has 
been to Chergaon many a times and has spent weeks together and much 
longer. Some of us have been to Chergaon several times. L. C. Sharma 
and I have attended the Rohru fair at different times. 

We have very vivid memories of these very beautiful and fascinating 
'areas. As years passed this is no more a remote area, the motor road and 
. changing trends of agricultural economy are obvious. The soil seems to be 
more hospitable. Right from Simla in October or in autumn one can see the 
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'rural way side echoing different prosperity for the present and the future. 
There are tonnes of selected potatoes, apples and a bumper paddy crops at 
the road side. Then hundreds of trucks go carrying apple. Areas from Rohru 
in Chergaon and from lubbal onwards are very beautiful indeed for their 
forests. lubbal has been a very famous State in the past. All along these 
areas some attractions or the other are found during the year. 

Nature is lavish in the different times of year. When the road is ready, 
Chergaon can attract probably a large number of tourists to visit these areas. 
Rohru to Chergaon is an attractive walk. There are several kinds of trees, 
Forest Nursery and trout fishing and these conjure for a delightful holiday. 
Chergaon has a very comfortable Forest Rest House and is now receiving 
more attention. There is a Block Development office which was recently 
opened there. More Government officials are visiting these areas and this is 
a way to Dodra Kwar. Elders have a sense of wit and humour they compare 
to the areas in which they live with whatever is more sophisticated they call 
the Mall and the Lower Bazar of Simla. The women go to the fields to work 
the~e with jewellery very often. They get together to celebrate fa~rs an.d· 
festlVals .. They are elegantly dressed in their own typical dresses and m therr 
?wn typlcal jewellery. We write in great deals the many things that have 
mterested us-the folk dances. Khushal Chand has been to many parts and 
collected information on fairs and festivals and was there for the Bhoj festival. 
I must say the photographs reveal an amazing peculiarities .. One thing is abso-
lutely certain that the type of horticulture that is indicating the changes, 
would .one day bring considerable prosperity to the peasants here. The change 
of SOCIal customs and polyandry is there but the people have stuck to their 
dress~s, the typical and their belief for the village gods and it seems this will 
not dIsappear soon. 

. I am grateful to Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, Officer on Special Duty 
m the office of the Registrar General, India, for going through the draft 
report and his comments. 

/ 

Most of the excellent photographs and drawings have been prepafled by 
O.c. Handa. B.S. Thakur, Dharam Pal Sood, Mohan Lal Gupta and 
L.C. Sharma have t<l;ken photographs and done arts work. Apart from these, 
I have taken some plctu~es. The cover page photograph is an excelle~t stud'y 
~ak~n of a group of ladles of a well-known family of Rohru Tehsil m theIr 
typIcal dre~ses. and ornaments. This study was taken up by O.c. Handa at 
the ~atkotl faIr and shows very typical ornaments and dresses. 

BOSWELL SIMLA; 

14 Nov. 1965 

RAM CHANDRA PAL SINGH 
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24: THE. PEOPLE, THEIR CULTURE AND MATERIAL EQUIPMENT 

~mong Kolis, the bridegroom walks on foot 
nght. upto the bride's house. Some families 
of middle class have used horses or mules in 
place of palkis. . 

On ~eaching the destination, the marriage 
party IS well received and feasted nicely. 
Good arrangement for their boarding is made 
at the e;xp-e~se of the bride's side. Mostly all 
proceedmg m connection with the marriage 
IS. held wit~out the help of the family pan­
dtt. The bndegroom is received at the gate 
by the women of the bride's house and is 
taken to a decorated room. The respectable 
?ld l~dy of the .family conducts all proceed-
mgs m connection with the marriage She 
conducts t.he boy to a room where a diva is 
~ept burnmg on a heap of grains. The brid8 
~h alriady seated there. After brief puja, 

e ~ d lad~ and the bridegroom exchange 
greetmgs with each other and he offers one 
~pee at the place of puja. This brief and 
~~mple ceremony concludes the marriage and 

e ~room stays in the bride's house The 
~:r~age party .stays for a night and is ~nter­

. e tWlCe wIth feasts consisting of meat 
~~c~ :l1ulses, vegetables and some sweet 
IS. ea~s a~e served in plates, made of 

l~aves. W~n~ IS frequently used in the mar-
nage~. ThIS IS the Simple side of one type of 
marrIage and about 90 per cent of marria-
ges are celebrated in this way. 

But a rich Thakur or Rajput family who 
wa:.ts t? celebrate the marriage according to 
ve

h 
tC, ntes seeks the help of a family pandit 

'!" 0 ~onducts all marriage proceed: 
mgs Wlt?- the ~hanting of the mantras and 
pe~or~mg pUla according to the Hindu 
V~dtc ntes. All proceedings take place in 
~ ~ut three .hours time and are solemnised 
mSlde ~ bedt. In some cases bedi is made of 
tour bIg banana plants considered aus ici-
ous. The sh~re of the pandit is Rs. 11 ~ach 
tro: both SIdes, in addition to some grains 
~ oth~r s~all sums of dandakshana which 

e recelVes m the course of mar' ceedmgs. nage pro-

l"':I::.l1.L uay tIle marnage party return t 
their home accompanied by the bride wi~h 0 
~nu~~ perso~s from bride's side as ther as 
m e marnage party This t e are 
bride's side stays for o~e night ~~~ lh from 
turns to their homes Th . T en re-
entertained w'th .' e VISI mg party is 
led wine. 1 nce, meat and local di'stil-

Maklawa-Maklawa' k 
Usually it is held afte IS nown as danooch. 
t~is ceremony, the briJe~n; tl~onth. Before 
dishes consisting of pald;o aa derbsdends goo.d n a e to hiS 

daughter. The couple goes to in-law's house 
taking one kilta of cooked rice balls, and 
paldoo. This is known as kilti. The couple 
returns after a few days stay. 

The bajawalas are given a rupee and four 
~nnas ea.ch after the ceremony is over. This 
IS exclUSive of the meals and food which they 
get at both the ends during the celebrations. 
The devta is offered five rupees through his 
oracle. 

Dowry-The dowry is of a very nominal 
nature and depends upon one's economic re-
sources. Rich families give five or six pieces 
or ornaments like phooli, dhangloo, kanthi, 
murki, chak. A pair of good clothes and a 
bedding is given. Utensils ,are not given. 
Among poor families, one ornament and a 
few other things form the dowry. 
~ 

Another type of marriage is unique in its 
proceedings. Sotha ceremony takes place in 
the same way as in the first type of marriage. 
When the two parties fix a date for marriage 
four or five persons from the bridegroom's 
side go to the bride's house and stay there for 
a night. They are entertained with good food 
and wine. Next day the parents of the Bride 
send their daugter with the party to the 
g:oom's house. About 10-15 persons of her 
Village accompany the bride and stay for a 
night in the house of bridegroom where they 
are entertained nicely. In this marriage, boY 
does not go to the bride's house. This type of 
marriage suits many class families as no 
extravagant expenditure is incurred. 

The 3rd type of marriage is where the 
parents of both sides exchange their daug~­
ters for their sons. This is known as dort­
mitri. Devta is consulted and regular soth.a 
cere~ony is observed. The marriage in thiS 
typ~ IS held in either of the two ways as ex-
plamed a~ove. The marriages however takes 
place at differ:ent dates. There is yet a~other 
form of ~arrlage by eloping with a gul of 
another VIllage. This is known as dhara. 
E!f~rts from the boy's side to persuade the 
gIrl s parent to agree to the marriage in the 
regu.lar course are made. If the girl's paren~s 
declme the requests, then the marriage 1S 
held ~v dhara. The run-away is decided bY 
the gl~l and the boy in a fair or festival. Thde 
boy WIth two or three friends comes an 
elopes away the girl. In case some relatives 
reSIst at that time but the use of force frorn 
~he .boy's side cannot be ruled out. The girl 
IS gIVen all receptions befitting her at the 
boy's house. At the news of the elopment her 
parents show anger by taking the matter to 
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the Police or court. The matter cools down 
a~te,r a brief pause. When both parties agree, 
gIr~ s. father comes to boy's house with some 
deh~lous food for the couple. After this the 
p~rtIes live on cordial terms. The girl's father 
gIves some ornaments and clothes to his 
da~ghter. Usually father of the boy does not 
resist this type of marriage. 

Reet-The last type of marriage is known bS reet or dheri. If a woman dislikes her hus-
and, she is at liberty to marry another per-

son of her choice. The second husband has to 
pay some compensation. The amou~t is 
mutt~ally agreed upon in the presence of few 
relatives. This is known as reet or dheri 
Lp.na. Elderly people tell that a woman gene-
r~ny has a 'change of two husbands. No spe-
Cial ceremony is held in this marriage. The 
Woman simply e.nters the new house of new 
hus?and after reet is completed. There is one 
noticeable point in this. If a woman enters 
the house of second husband without the for-
mal consent of the first husband, the second 
husband shall have to pay double the amount 
of reet to be mutually decided. 

A :narriage of this type took place during 
~e mvestigator's stay in the village. Janki 

aass' daughter remarried for which he took 

as. 1,000 as dheri-Iena. Out of this sum of 
s. 960 was given to first husband and the 

f
balance of Rs. 40 was utilized by J anki Dass 
or marri'age expenditure. 

Widow remarriages are allowed but a 
Woman cannot marry before the period of six 
months after the death of her husband. 

Child marriage is not common now. The 
~verage age of a boy and girl at marriage may 

e 16 and 14 years. Some times betrothal 
takes place when the boy and girl are very 

h
small. Shiv Saran's son was engaged when 

e was 4 years old. 

Some times a daughter older than a son is 
~refhrred ~y bo?,'s parents, who after marrir 
g ge elps, m agrIcultural operations. In Cher-
a aon there are four such cases where wives 

re older than husbands. 

N' .0 u~ter-caste marriage has come to our 
:hce m ,the ~llag~, nor is welcomed. Dur-
lI

g .~tate s regime If a Swarn married a 
artla . I ed t th glr , the matter was at once report-

o e ruler. The couple was asked to per-

form shudhi by offering some cash to the 
ruler in the shape of line or nazrana and by 
slaying a goat in honour of the devta. In case 
a Harijan b~y marries a Swam girl, the boy 
was fined by the ruler. After r.·azrana and 
fine, the couple was separated and the girl 
had to liYe with her parents. 

Polygamous and polyandrous marriages 
are found. The latter is not profusely prac-
tised. Marriages are governed by economic 
and biological factors. Two or more brothers 
with meagre economic resources may afford 
to have one wife in common and a rich man 
would like to have one or more wives to do 
the agricultural work. Again a man having 
no brothers with small income may engage 
only one wife. 

Here people trace po!yandrous mama-
to the times of Pandav: brothers who h~d 
Draupdi as their common wife. They believe 
that this marriage strengthens the family 
ties, avoids its fragmentations and family 
members feel a sense of security. The family 
d~es not. in~rease so rapidly. A polysndrous 
Wife mamtams the balance of unity and love 
~mo~g brothers .. In case of division her say-
mg IS honoured m regard to the distribution 
of children among brothers. 

Death rites-A piece of cloth is kept be-
low the dying man. If a person breathes his 
last on a cot, no special ritual is observed 
The dying person need not b~ removed t~ 
the ground floor. A small amount of 
Rs. 1.20nP., Some kuTtgu and kesar is put into 
the mouth of the dymg man. In their dialect 
this is known ~ shanesha. A few ganga jat 
drops are put mto the mouth. The eyes 
and mouth are closed and limbs are straigh-
tened. Hands are kept on the chest. 'When 
the person has breathed his last the body is 
covered with white cloth known as jaari. 
The b?dy of the deceased is not washcd. The 
head IS kept towards any di1'cction. Baja­
'[('alas are called who used to play uUa-baja 
by beating the drums in sad tunes. 

. About two decades ago, the dead bodies 
m Thakur and Rajput families were kept 
for a day or two so that they could be 
mourned by relatives who could come from 
distan.t places .. The relatives are sent for by 
deputmg Kolls to convey the condolence 
~essage to relatives of the deceased. Some-
tImes two or, three hundred relatives and 
o~hers . gather. :When the father of Thakur 
Lila Smgh expired, more than: seven hund-
red women gathered and expressed their 
condolence. 
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m~y .befall the onlooker. Dreams before 
mIdmghts are usually not true and all dreams 
afte: twelve are supposed to come true. The 
ca~mg of a crow is considered a bad omen 
ShlV Saran told that about two decades back' 
he had to .go to R:ampur to attend Raja'~ 
~ourt leavmg behmd his ailing wife In the 
JO}lrney he sat down to take rest a~d food 
linen a crow suddenly appeared and cawed' 

e fe.ared that his wife had expired. Late~ 
OIl thIs was confirmed. Fie received the sad 
~ess~ge at ~af!1pur. If it cawed at the roof 

a ouse.' It IS hoped that some guests 
wou~d arnve. A fig tree before a house is 
k9nsidered ausp.icious whereas the root of a 
t~~OO ~l'e~ passmg l1Il:der a ho~se is unauspi-

f 
S'. WIg of a Bharkal tree IS auspicious 

or pUJa. . 

Si~~~~\fi~een .years back, the S'wams con-
thO a eatmg of fowls or eggs and 

IS was prohibited. Anyone eating fowls or 
~~gS w~s excommunicated. Kolis used to take 
them. ut now they have all started eating 

ese. 

th~hJv ~br~n narr.ated another story where 
vill ea 0 y of ~IS. near relative in a nearby 
in thge was ~een s~ttmg alive. As the man died 

~evem:ng, ~lS cremation was to be held 
nex\ ay. HIS wIfe .tried to hide all the orna-
::;:nrs for remarnage. Immediately after 

a mg or~aments she raised hue and cr 
fnd her neIghbours gathered to pay cond:-
ence. They wer.e .surprised to see that the 
fef~dthan was slttmg alive. Frightened all 
re e r~om at once. When they entered the 
f oom t g.am, .the body was lying dead as be-
t~:ede~Js bsoad~. that a cat might have crossed 

th There is a queer belief. among women that 
. ey would not. wal~ between two men com-
l~g.from OpposIte dIrection or when the 
SI~tI.ng apart. Men sometimes try to pIa ':( ~re 
WIth women by standing apart. W omenYi

O 
es 

pass. In case a woman walks thro h 0 not 
laugh it out. ug , men 

Regarding agriculture if th' . 
people take the devta o~er a h~~h IS n~ ram, 
yet s are held to evoke its " pea . Pra-
may come in time. All men ~~lJlt that r~i~s 
the prayers and this continues f~~men Jom 
gether. The prayers are held da dd~YS to-yan mght. 

Some ears of the first ha 
the caps by elderly men ~vest are kept in 
grains, a little portion is ~ff efoJe the use of 
ly. devta. In case of kharif ere to th~ fami-
mIxed with the food to b crops, grams are 
on shreds. This is consid serve~ to pandits 
cultural operations are c er.ed

d pIOUS. Agri-arne out on all 
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days except Sunday. After husking paddy, a 
handful of ric~ is given to each woman pre-
sent at that time. 
Whl1~ cooki?g, the last roti is always made 

o~ a b.lg~er SIze. Before taking food, a little 
bIt o~ It IS offered to the fire in hearth. Before 
cookmg poldu mustard oil bottle is taken 
round five times clockwise over the hearth. 

. The P?ssession of a gidad singhi (horn of a 
.l~ckal~ IS a lucky omen. If a jackal is shot on 
t~e thl~d h~wling, the hunter is sure to get a 
gtdad.smght. It is said that a little horn groWS 
over ItS head which disappears after 3rd 
c~ll. No body in the village possesses such a 
gIfted article. 
. One more belief among the people is that 
l~ any person is able to find out a nest of a 
lIttle white bird generally visible around 
stream .and channel, he becomes very rich. 
The .bebef goes on that the white bird (Saita 
ChaIdu) should be followed to its nest. The 
,!'~e~t morning its little birds be tied with a 
strmg. When the mother returns and sees 
th~. affair,. it flies back to jungle and brings 
a lIttle WIld herb, the touch of which unties 
the knot. The next day the nest consisting of 
that herb should be removed and washed on 
a bank of stream in a place where the water 
fasses . below the two legs. An image of a 
1ger or. serpent appears. The man must not 

be afraId of this and he should catch hold of 
~~. if!1age, ~hich turns into a little article. 

IS IS consIdered the doner of all wishes. 
The elders say that they knew a man whO 
~ad possessed th.is article. In a theft case, he 
ven broke the Iron handcuffs while i.n the 

custody of the police. 
One :nore belief prevalent among the viI-

~agers IS regardin~ giving of poison-vish 
e~a. The pe~on IS not given poison in a 

~ohd form. It IS a spirit which causes the 
t~ath of a p.ersoJl to whom food is served by 

e house WIfe who possesses that supernatu-
ral power. The story goes that this spirit is 
~~~ate~ by keeping the blOod of five creatures 
. g, lIzard, snake, scorpian and chameleon 
m an earthen pot together with a piece of any 
ore ornament. The pot is kept in one portion 
o h :x'hll. After sometimes a spirit is formed 
w. ~c th empo:vers any ho~sehold lady. It is 
h~nd ~~ khile the lady is cooking roties, her 
m ~hc s to t?e fry pan. She can only re-

0t~e e hand If a promise is made that the 
ro t would be g' ~ t hO app b lVen 0 the first person W 
sears efore her, may be her husband or 
r~t1l; ~r any other relative. To whoever the 

t IS served ..' t' mach ' moves WIth pam in hIS SO-
week ~hd after con~ning to bed for about a 

, e person dIes. Of course, there is a 
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rem.edy for it. The person fearing the hap .. 
penmg, ought to take opium or bhang. In that 
case the spirit does not affect and the food 
served changes colours. 
h First of all this vish-dena was found in the 
o~se of a Thakur. He felt disgusted from 

thIS evil spirit. With the advice of Jabal~ka­
devta he took the pot to be thrown into the 
Pabber river. On the way little pi:ece of o~na­
ment fell down from the pot which was pIck-
ed L:P by ar:.other Thakur. Thus the spirit oc-
~Uples the present house of a rich Thakur. It 
l~ said that when the pot was thrown into the 
rIver, the river turned pale and a big serpent 
Was seen. 

Villagers do not take any €dible article 
i~om that house for fear of the spirit. It is .b~-

b
leved that the house possessing that spmt, 
eCQmes rich. 

Village Organisation and Leadership 
Before the accession of Bushahr State, vil-

lagers were organized under different village 
leaders ,r~ominated by the ruler of the State. 
Selection of such leadership depended upon 
territory, caste and religion of the man and 
the posts were hereditary. For territory, a 
man should hail from a particular place who 
~ould command respect from the vast area 
)~st to facilitate the State work. Similarly, re-
lIgion and caste also played a prominent role 
because a man belongi.ng to a high caste 
would be able to organise the people in a 
better way. 

Zaildar-The highest post of the village 
organisation in the past was of a Zaildar 
Who was incharge of a pargna comprising 
o~ some group of villages. His main fun.c-
hon used to mai.ntain the law and order III 
his .area. If any epidemic breaks out, he used 
to mform the ruler. All arrangements were 
made by him in connection with the visit of fny distinguished person to his village. The 
{Vel of the State's coffer was maintained by 

1m by way of even resorti,ng to compulsory 
collection. In return, he had certain- privile-
ges. He did not pay any land revenue. Some 
land was also given to him for cultivation by 
the ruler. Free services were offered to him 

y people of all shades. 
. Lambardar-The next in command of the 

B~lage. orgar.isation is a village lamberdar. 
IS prImary duty is to collect land revenue 

and deposit it in the Government treasury 
for which he is paid five percent of the total 
~ol1ection. The intermediary agency between 
am1;>erdar and Government is a village pat­

wan. In Chergao,r., they have no lamberdar 
tnhd th~ village falls under the lamberdari of 

eiotl village. The post is hereditary, 
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Mate-The mate of the village is a village 
servant who is paid a fixed salary Rs. 13/-
P.M. His function is to attend to Govern-
ment officials and help them in discharging 
Government duties. The present mate is very 
tactful, witty ar.d helpful. This is not a here-
ditary post. 

Halbandi-A halbandi was a village ser-
vant and belonged to Harijan community. 
The halbandi was supposed to do all work 
free of charge as desired by zaildar or lam­
berdar. This was known as begar. If grains 
are to be carried from Rohru to Rampur, 
the zaildar would depute half a dozen hal­
bandis from each village. 

In the past, there was village -panchayat 
consisting of elderly and influential people. 
They settled disputes between people hail-
ing from different castes. The disputes used 
to be of minor nature like trespassing into 
another's fields. It saved their time and 
money and the inconvenience of appearing 
in State's court. Sometimes, the parties at 
dispute come to bloWS. To settle these dispu-
tes, the village elders used to play a very 
significant part. These were known as pan-
ches. They used to be in odd number and 
were men who were respected. Their verdict 
was respected and accepted. In case, any 
person or party tried to challenge the ver-
dict, they were subjected to the imposition 
of social sanctions, like hukapani band 
kama. There was no caste panchayat among 
Harijans. If any minor dispute cropped up, 
that was settled by themselves. While select-
ing village panches, caste was one of the 
considerations. Kolis were always deprived 
of such organisation. They were always 
dominated by Rajputs and Thakurs. 

Panchayat 
The village Gram Panchayat with head-

quarters at Chergaon was established in 1954. 
It covers 22 villages with a total population 
of 2,677 persons, having 1,560 voters. 

In all there are 17 members; 5 belong to 
Scheduled Castes and 3 are women. On!" 
male member represents the village in Gram 
Panchayat. Members of Gram Panchayat are 
known as Panches elected by votes of Gram 
Sabha. Its President and Vice-President 
known as Pradhan and Up-Pradhan are elect-
ed through direct election. 

Activities of Gram Panchayat cover deve-
lopment of Panchayat circle, repairs of paths 
and cleaning of water sources. The Panchayat 
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