




















On way to the village 



• AD aerial vlew~or the vlllale 

TroUlhl which 10 rar provided hldy- hole. to lllich diltlllen and outlawl 

CHAPTER I 

THE 

V ILLAGE MANDl, a medium sized 
Gujar village, is one of the remotest 

villages in the Union Territory of D~lhi. 
It lies in the south-west of the metropolItan 
city of Delhi on the I?elhi-Punja~ border. 
Gwalpahari, a village In the PunJab .State 
is only about 200 metres away from vIllage 
Mandl. Its distance frDm Delhi i~ 28·2 
k.m. and from Gurgaon 1~·3 k.m. It IS thu~ 
nearer Gurgaon (PunJab) than DelhI. 
Around the village are rocky ridges hiding 
it completely from a distant view. The 
sandy soil, the frustratin~ tracks of. 10·2 
k.m. joining the village wIth Mehrauh and 
of 5·6 k.m. to Yahya Nagar, (both tracks 
having a minimum of 4·0 k.m. ridg~way 
refusing admission even to carts) astonishes 
one about the inducement that attracted 
the villagers to settle there. 

However, malevolent notions about the 
past of the village seem to solve the 
paradox. Till recently (early fifties) the 
village had been very notorious among the 
neighbouring villages as being the home of 
thieves. cattle-lifters, illicit liquor distillers 
and of outlaws. The isolation, ensuring a 
certain amount of freedom from external 
interference or at least an escape from it 

VILLAGE 

did assist to a great extent ::,ucb anti· social 
activities of the villagers, and formed one 
of the chief considerations influencing the 
choice of the village site by them.· A 
number of informal. interviews- with the 
villagers of Yabya Nagar, Jaunapur, 
Gbatorni, Sultanpur, Fatehpur Beri and 
with some of the police ofRcials of Mehrauli 
Police Station confirmed· that Ull recently 
the practice of stealing the cattle and looting 
the strangers of all their belongings was 
quite common. Police officials also seldom 
used "to visit the village in a batch of less 
than four persons for. taking action against 
the illicit distillers and others, Lecause of 
the fear that the villagers may even attack 
them if they are few in number. 

Nevertheless, it is significant to note that 
in the post-independence period, the socio­
economic life of the villagers has undergone 
a significant change. Now it is said' that 
the villagers have not only abandoned some 
of their traditional anti-social practices and 
seclusionist attitudes but have linked some 
of their socio-economic activities with 
Mehrauli and Delhi city. In this socio­
economic study, it is attempted to present 
an analytical account of the various social 
and economic aspects of the life of the 

."It appears probable that Gujars have lived in this part of the cou~try from very remote periods; an4 they 
occupied the hUh because no one else cared to do so; and because their solitary inaccessible tracks afforded better scope 
for the Gujar's favourite avocation, cattle-lifting. But though he thus has possessed two qualifications of a Highlander, 
a hlIIy home and a covetous desire for other people's cattle, he never seems to haVe had the love for fighting, and the 
charact~r for manly independence, which distinguish this das~ elseWhere. On the contrary, the Gujar has generally 
been a mean fellow, and It does not appear tht he improves much with the march of civilization .... " ".. There are 
many local proverb~ in vogue. It i~ ~ald, "Wisdom is very hard on the Gujar." "Make friendship with a Gujar When 
all other tribes have ceased to exist." "Solitude h better than a Gujar (for a companion) ...... .. 

Ref. (1) Punjab District Ga.,ttem. Vol. V A (Delhi District) 1912, pp. 64-65. 
(2) Imperial Ga.,tteers o!lndia, Vol. XI 1906, pp. 226. 
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