




















































~ a seesaw manner. One end of the beam 
IS above the well, the other end is in the 
opposite direction. To the beam end 
towards t~e ~ell is tied a rope to which 
a bucket IS tied. To the other end is tied 
a .stone weighing about 15 seers and with 
thIS the balance of the beam always remains 
tilted towards the stone end of the beam. 
Now one: man pulls the rope and dips the 
bucket mto the well-water. Seeing the 
bucket .full, he would relieve the rope. As 
the weIght of the stone is more than the 
bucketful of water, the stone-end of the 
beam goes down and the bucket comes up. 
The man empties out the water bucket into 
the w~ter channel and again pulls the rope 
and dIPS the bucket into the well water. 
Then he relieves the rope and bucketful of 
water comes up again That is how the 
Dhenkali works. . 

Size and distribution of Land Holdings 

One of the drawbacks of the agricultural 
~ector ?f the village economy is the rapidly 
mcreasmg pressure of population on its 
land resources, resulting in smaller and 
smaller holdings which generally tend to 
become uneconomic. 

This aspect of the problem is brought out 
clearly by table III.3. 

TABLE III.3 
SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE LAND 
HOLDINGS ACCORDING TO OWNER-

SHIP 

No. of % of Total 
Ala in biahaa H. HlI. the area 

~ota1 (Bighas) 

~ 

5-10 4 9'3 aa 
to-IS I 2'4 13 
IS-~ I 2'4 IS 
::ao-::aS 3 6'9 67 
::as-SO 20 46'5 689 
So--..,S 5 u·6 260 

7,-100 3 6'9 230 
Jao---.bovc 6 14'0 880 

TOTAL 43 100 2176 

% of Average 
the size 
total of the 

1'0 

0·6 

0'7 

3'1 

31 '7 

1I'9 

10·6 

4°'4 

100 

Holding 
(Bighu) 

S'S 

13'0 

15'0 

22'3 

31'6 

52'0 

77'0 
146.6 

SO'6 

28 

The table shows that in all 43 households 
in the village own 2,176 big has of land 
giving an average size of the land-holding 
to be 50·6 bighas per household. Of the 43 
land-owning households, 20 belong to the 
category of those holding 25-50 bighas of 
land. This is its modal group. The modal 
size of, the land-holdings works out to be 
30·6 bighas per household. 

Further study of the table reveals that 
the land ownership is concentrated in a few 
hands. For example, 6 households or 14 
per cent of the land-owning households, 
belonging to the size group of 100 bighas 
and above, own 40·4 per cent of the total 
land. Again, 41·9 per cent (or 18 house-
holds), belonging to 50 bighas and above 
size-group, own 63 per cent of the villaee 
land. 

Land by Caste 
As pO.inted out ea~lier. land is not onl,. an 

economic asset but IS also an item of pres-
tige ~nd distinction in the village. Persons 
ownmg more land are usually held in esteem 
and respected by people. Land also influ-
ences the pattern of leadership in the 
village. 

Only two of the 6 castes in the village 
own cultivable land. Table III.4 shows the 
caste-wise distribution ot land in the 
village. 

TABLE III.4 

OWNERSHIP OF LAND BY CASTE 

Cute 

Iat 

IIwIai 
Brahmin 

CIwnar 

Jhimmer 

Kumhar 

TOTAL. 

No.of No. of 
H.Hs. H.Ha. owm, 

land 

4S 37 
II 

I 5 
II 

6 

4 

'S 

Land PercerdIp 
owned of the 

(Biahu) total 

ao:u p.' 

ISS 7'· 

The table indicates that although the J ats 
constitute a little over half of the total 
households in the village, they own an 
overwhelming proportion of land. This 
coupled with the fact that they form a sub-
stantial proportion of the population gives 
them the status of leaders of the village. 

Manner of Acquisition of Land 

A study of the manner of acquisition of 
land is likely to reveal certain interesting 
f.eatures. Table IlL5 presents data regard-
ing the manner of acquisition of land by 
various castes in the village. 

TABLE Ill5 
LAND ACQUISITION BY CASTE 

Total Own~rship of Ownership by Ownership by Grand total by owneIship 
No. of Ancestral land purchase Bhoomidari 

Caste H.Hs. ,-__ .A._--"\ ,-----'"---"\ ,--...... ~ ,--~-~ 
Amount No. of Amount No. of Amount No. of Amount Percentage No. of 

of H.Hs. of H.Hs. of H.Hs. of of H.Hs. 
Land Land land Land total 

(Bighas) (Bighas) (Bighaa) (Bighas) 

Jat 45 1,712 34 302 8 7 ~ :a,O~1 92'8 37 

Bhangi II 

Brahmin 8 20 4 133 .. 2 I ISS 7'3- 6 

Chamar II .. .. 
Jhimmer 6 •• - •• •• .. 
Kumhar 4 .. 
TOTAL 8S t,732 38 435 12 9 3 2,176 100 43 

The table shows that the greater part of TABLE nI.6 
the land in the village is ancest.r~l and a LAND ACQUIRED BY PURCHASE 
very small part of it is sel£-acqUlred. The 
vUl~rs own a total of 2,176 bighas, out of Name Cute Year Bjghaa From whom whi 1 712 bighas are ancestral and 435 
bighas ~ere b:trchased by the existing 

purchased 

households. ly 9 big has were acquired s.Singb lat 1910 7S A Jat relative 
under the Bhoomidari rights. S.R. • Brahmin 1925 32 J. Kh. (Muslim) 

The 435 bighas of land acquired by pur- K. Bnhmin 1925 23 Do. 
chase belong to 12 households in ~he S1. R. Brahmin 1925 35 Do. village, of which 8 are J8:~ ~d 4 BrahmInS. 
The details of land acqUIsItIon by rurchase .M.e. Jat 1928 8 00. 
are given below in the Table No. n .6. Nd. Iat 1935 12 Do. 

A word may; be added about the reasons Bt. . lat 1937 60 M. Kh. (MUItim) 
for land sale. As the table shows the land 
~rehased by the villagers was sold by R.S. Iat 1937 So 00. 

uslim landlords. They had let the land B.S •• Iat 1938 IS J. Kh. (Muslim) 
to the tenants and were themselves putting 
up in Delhi city. As their newly started N.S •. lat 1938 12 Do. 
business got going, ~hey star~ losing e.L. Jat J9S1 80 A Iat relative 
interest in land, which accQI"dmg to the 
villagers. yielded them relatively little P. BnhmiIl 1953 33 Sh. F. "0 I Kh. 
Income. Gradually the land was sold out TOTAL 435 little bI1 little. The two Jats, who had 





















Crops 

Rabi (Asarhi) 
. Wheat.-For wheat, the soil is prepared 
In October or in the beginning of November. 
As the whe~t crop makes heavy demands 
up?n. the mmeral potentialities or the soil, 
S? It IS generally sown on the soil which was 
eIther lef~ fallow during the UWl'if season 
or on WhICh crops such as Hwize, flownr or 
daIs (pulses) were grown. Such crops are 
supposed to eat up very little of the fertility 
of lan~. The soil is ploughed for about 7 
to 8 tImes and wheat is sown during the 
November rains. In the absence of rains, 
the land is watered once and then the seed 
is sown. The seed required is about 10 
seers per bigha. A month after that, the 
soil is watered every fortnight and this con­
tinues upto the middle of March. After this 
no water is given. In April, the crop be-
comes ready for harvesting, which is done 
in baisakha (April-May). 

BarIey.-Sowing of barley is similar 10 the 
sowing of wheat with some minor varia-
tions. For barley the soil is ploughed 4 to 
5 times and is g'iven one or two waterings 
less than those given to wheat. The quan-
tity of seed required is about 10 seers per 
bigha. It is harvested in March or at least 
20 days before the harvesting of wheat. 

Gram (Channa) .-Gram ('an bt-, grown 
either by canal irrigation or by rains. Well 
water does not help grow thorn. As there 
is no canal irrigating the village land, grams 
can be grown only by rains. If rains come 
in December or January. land is ploughed 
once or twice and the seed is sown. The 
seed required is 5 seers per bigha of land. 
It is harvested in March along with barley. 

Masturd (Sarson) .-For must(1rd, the soil 
has to be ploughed 5 to 6 times and watered 
once before sowing the seed. It requires! 
seer seed for a bigha. After the seed has 
been sown, the crop reol1ires to be watered 
twice only. Though some part of the crop 
is plucked in the form of green mustard 
leaves used as a veg('table (called sarson ka 
saag), the rest of the crop is harvested in 
March-April in the same manner in which 
wheat and barley are harvested. 

Fodder: Jyee.-Jyee is essentially 11 fodder 
crop. It is fodder for the cattle in the green 
as well as in the ripe form. The land is 
ploughed 4 to 5 times and watered once 
before sowing. It is sown in November-
December (Maghar). The soil is watered 
4-5 times. The greater part of it is harvest-
ed when it is green; the quantity of seed 
required is 5 seers for a bigha. 

Masoor.·--Masoor is the only pulse grown 
in rabi season. For this, 1~ll1d has to be 
ploughed twice. The qUdntity of seed 
required is 5 seers per bigha. It should be 
watered 4 or 5 times. It is harvest.,ed in 
April-May in the same way as the above 
mentioned crops. 

Vegetal>les: Turnips (S/talgam) .--Tur-
n ips are sown in the month of Asuj (Sep-
tember-October). For this vegetable, the 
soil should be ploughed at least 10 times. 
The seed required for this 1" one chll11itak 
(about 60 grammes) per bigha. It requires 

. to be watered 5 or 6 times. Turnips arc 
pulled out in December-January. 

Cucumber (Kheera) .-Cucumber is sown 
in Poh (December-January). For this the 
soil requires to be ploughed 5-6 times. It 
should be watered about 20 times. The 
q~antity o~ seed required is 1,'4 seer per 
blgha. It IS plucked in FebruarY-March. 

Tori.-It. is sown at the S<lme time at 
which cucumber is sown i.e. in Poh (Df'cem-
ber-J anuary). Th(~ soil requires to be 
ploughed six times before sowing the seed 
and t~p quantity of seed required is 1/4 seer 
p.er bl.qha. The soil should be watered 20 
tlmes tIll the vegetable is ready in Phalquna 
(February-March) for plucking. . 

Onions (Pyazi) .--Onions me sown in the 
~?nth of Kartik (October-November). The 
SOlI shoul~ be J?loughed 5 to 8 times and the 
se~d reqUIred IS one seer per bigha. The 
<;011 shoul~ be watered continuously for at 
least 20 tImes. Onions are pulled out in 
Phalguna (February-March). 

Gochni.-Gochni is a mixture of h· t 
gram an~ barley grains. It is relati~el~a ~ 
f~o~emen s staple diet. ~or this, the soil has 
. ploughed 4 to 5 tImes before sowing 

the seed. The seed required is.bout 10 seers 
per biiha. It requirel tw~ ~r three wate~­
ings. Sown in October, It IS harvested In' 

March. .. 

Kharif Crops (Savni) 
Maize (Makki) .-For maize, the soil is 

ploughed 4 times in June (Jaistha). When 
the rains come (towards the end ~f June or 
in the beginning of July), the ~ed IS sow~ by 
chhatta (chhatta) method. (Th~ V~flOUS 
methods of sowing seed are explamed 1ll. the 
technique of cultivation). The ~e~ requlre~ 
is about 5 seers per bigha. ~or lrrlg~tIon, It 
depends entirely upon_~e ~ams. M~lze may 
be harvested green, in WhICh, case It se~~s 
as fodder, or it may be harvested when It IS 
fully ripe, (in October-November). 

Millets: Jowar and Bajra.-While Jowar is 
sown in the middle of June (early Asadha), 
Bajra is sown a month later (in Sravana). 
For both of these, the soil should be ploughed 
two or three times. The seed is SOwt:l by 
chhatta method. The requirement for each 
of the two is 4 to 6 seers per bigha. For irri-
gation the crops depend upon rains. The 
crops 'are harvested in Octoher-November 
(Asvina-Kartika). 

Gowar.-Gowar is a fodder crop. For 
this the soil should be ploughed 2 to 4 
times. The seed required is 3 to 4 seers per 
higha and is sown by chhatta method. 'PI; 
may be harvested when still green or when 
it is ripe in October. In both these forms, it 
serves as fodder. -Pulses.-The pulses grown are of Moong 
(black gram), Moth (Kidney-beans) and Urd 
(horse-bean). For all these the soil is plou-
ghed twice and the quantity of seed required 
is about 4 seers for a bigha, For irrigation 
these depend upon rains. Harvesting is done 
in October-November. 

Vegetables: Tomato (Tamatar).-Toma­
toes are grown in both the seasons-rabi as 
well as kharif. While in rabi season, they 
are sown in the month of Asvina (Septem-
ber-October), in the kharif they are sown 
in the month of Asadh (July). For growing 
tomatoes firstly seeds are sown in a small 
tra~k of lan~ to grow seedlings (peyond) 
whIch grow In about a fortnight. 

For growing tomatoes, the soil is plough-
ed for about 6 times. The seed required for 
growing seedlings for one bigha is 2 chattaks 
(120 grams). These see~lings are then trans-
planted into the soil prepared for tomatoes. 
The vegetable requires to be irrigated 15 
to 16 times. It is plucked in January-
21 C.P.-t 
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February during the rabi seal!1on, and in 
September-October during the kharif season. 

Radish (Muli) .-For radish, soil is pre-
pared one month before sowing the seed. 
During this one month, it is ploughed 10 
times. The seed is sown by P,ora method. It 
requires 2 chhattaks (about 120 grammes) 
of seed per bigha. It is sown in Asauj (Sep-
tember-October) and pulled in'November and 
December. According to the growers of 
radish, the minimum period required for it 
to grow, after the seed is sown, is 25 days. 

Diseases of crops 

Amongst the diseases of the various crops, 
the following are the more common Olles. 
An attempt has also been made to describe 
the local cures, if any, of such diseases. 

1. Kansua.-Kansua is an insect that 
damages the spike of jowar, bajra, sugar-
cane and gram plants. It sticks to the 
bottom of the spike of the plant and damages 
the grains. There is no local cure for it. It 
is peculiar to rabi crops. 

2. Chaipa.-The chaipa insect attacks 
mustard, gram and peas. It spreads 
all upon the plant and makes it starchy. 
Though the plant does not fall, the yield is 
conSiderably reduced. Rains would stem 
the infection of chaipa. 

3. Rolli or Kookee.-Rolli means the rust-
ing of the leaves of plants. The leaves de-
velop yellow spots. This happens when it 
rains heavily and the atmosphere is very 
close. The grains in the spike are damaged 
There is no local cure for it. 

4. Sundee.-It is a red insect that settles 
on the leaves of the plant. The leaves soon 
fall and the yield is also reduced. The crops 
susceptible to sundee are: wheat, barley, 
gram, peas and mustard. The rains, how-
ever would decimate them en-masse. 

5. Kaua.-The disease of kaua starts 
from the seed. The infected seed grows in-
to blackspike. There are no grains in it. 
There is no local cure for it. 

6. Mroria.-Mrorill refers to the twist-
ing of the saplings. This happens owing 
to the blowing of storm or oblique rainfall. 
These twist the plants, sap their vitality and 
thus reduce the yield. Sometimes, when the 
plant or its leaves tum turmerical, the ail-
ment i3 k!lown as haldua. 















































(;aste 

rat 

Bhangi 

Bralunin 

Jhimmer 

Chamar 

Kumhar 

TOTAL 

89 
APPENDIX I 

TABLES 

TABLE No. I1-A-I 

nlSTRIBUTION OF HOUSES ACCORDING TO TYPE OF ROOF 

No. of houses with 
A ,--

Bamboo Kari Kari \ 
Sleeper, Stones Ladda Kari Stone, Chhapper 
Beam & and and and and type and Tiles, 
Reeds Tiles Sirki Silli Kariya ' Straw Sleeper & 

Cement 

---
7 3 8 f4 10 3 

5 I 3 2 

6 2 

4 6 

2 4 

2 2 

20 4 18 20 I2 3 2 6 

Total No. of Houses is 86 

TABLE II-A-2 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSES ACCORDING TO TYPE AND MATERIAL 

Caste 

Jat 

Bhangi 

Brahmin 

Jhimmer 

Chamar 

Kumhar 

TOTA1. 
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OF WALL . 

Material of wall ,---_______________ A-

Mud & Cement & 
Bricks Bricks 

29 3 

9 
8 

II 

6 

4 

67 3 

Cement, 
Lime & 
Bricks 

1 

I 

Brick9& 
Lime 

13 

2 























SOCIO-EONOMIC SURVEY OF VILLAGES 

I. General Features (VILLAGE SCHEDUI.E) 

(a) Name of the Villages. . 
Local legends, if any about its .'. r' . . . 
village known? If s~ give the ~ngtn .. s the origin of the 
origin ' . pprmnmate date of its 

V illage calendar if any 
(b) Location: 

Distance from :-

I. Delhi. 
2. MainRoad 
3· Railway Station 
4. Mandi 
5· Police Station 
6. Post Office. 
7· The Jamuna Rivet 
8. Irrigation Canal. 

(c) Type or types of soil: 

Give area-wise distribution of the types of s'1 ita . 
village : 01 ava ble tn the 

Land Use: 

I. Village Abadi . 
2. Cultivated Area (a) Irrigated 

(b) Non-irrigated 
3. Fallow land 
4· Cultivable waste. 
5. Common Land. 
6. Non-cultivable land. 
7. Others (specify) 

• 0 

(d) Tlte pattern of grouping of settlements in tlte village-
reason for such a grouping-whether social or tOpogr h' I ap lea 0 

(8) I'!ternal Roads (Kuccha or Pucca) . . . 
(I) Mise :-:-Source of ~rinking water. Tanks, ponds et; The 

prOVlSlOn for bathIng and drinking water for th . ttl e ca e. 
II. Religion and Caste structure of the village: 

Gi~c ~7 general ?bservations regarding inter-caste tela. 
thell' deIties and festIvals. What is the extent of ob . tions, 
untouchability or other social disadvantages suffered by tSheervHatlo~ of 

atlJans. 
III. Are the families of the village generally joint families or others . 

Is. there any tendency. for. the br~ing up of joint families . 
Rights, duties and obligatIons of dIfferent members in a t1 mil' • a y. 

IIO 

III 

IV. Social Customs : 
A brief account of thOe social customs and ceremonies amongst 

(a) the different communities from birth to death : e.g., birth, mundan, 
marriage, gauna, death, sharadhs etc. 
Are there any auspicious days or months for these. 

(b) Beliefs and superstitions regarding ;-

Sowing, ploughing, reaping, thrashing and other agri-
cultural operations 
Starting of a new busine3s venture 
Beginning of a journey; 
Regard1ng travel abroad ; 
Constructions of a new house ; 
Completion of a new house ; 

(c) Legends, if any, connected with some local objects. 
V. Educational (acJJltfes avail.ble in the village : 

• Are they adequate-if they are adequate, are the people satisfied 
with it? 

Are there any incentive for the children to study or I>r the parents 
to send their children to school ; 
Is there any social welfare centre ? What has it been doing? 

How do the people utilise its services ? 
Was there any adult literacy drive in the village? 
If there was one, how did the people respond to it? 

VI. Housing: 
Type of house in different settlements-their material-whether 
locally manufactured or imported from other villages. 
The labour engaged in construction, whether local or imported 
from outside. 
What is the provision for shelter of cattle 
Are the houses sanitary and well ventilated. Provision for storage 
of food grain? . . . . 

VII. Agrjculture : 
Fertility of the soil. Total average under cultivatioR crop-wise 
distribution. 
Irrigational facilities availabJe. 
Type of manures used 
System 0 fcultlVatJon • 
Douole cropping or not 
Tools, and implements used, whether local or imported from 
outside 

Does anyone family or a group of families own a Tractor and its 
accessories in the village.. ., 
Main crops grown and their corresponding period 

• 
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