
























































PLATE XVIII 

RICHHARI VILLAGE 

MARRIAGE. AREA 
OF TI1£ Bovs 

\lJrriage ch.:lrt h . 
S OWing the district f h rom Were the bridt·., came 

A decorated bullock cart 

in more well-to-do households they are not to be 
found. A copper or brass vessel when purchased is 
often displayed, critically assessed and then the pur-
chaser is looked upon as being a person of some means 
(Please see plate XVII). 

Earthen pots are not used for eating but only for 
storing water, milk, curd and pickles etc. The pots 
used are purchased from Datia and Sitapur which are 
about 4 and 3 miles respectively. The following pots 
are in use:-
(I) Matka or pitcher, 
(2) Kulhad or a small tumbler of earth, 
(3) Mathaniya in which curd is stirred for obtaining 

ghee. 

Guns 
The village had three muzzle loading guns but du-

ring the course of survey, licences to nine more per-
sons have be2n granted. Two Ahirs and one Kachhi 
possessed weapons. The new licensees are mostly Ahirs. 
The Brahmin although, visited by dacoits once had not 
yet applied for a gun licence. The guns are all used 
for protection. These new licensees will go a long 
way in meeting their demand for weapons, after the last 
dacoity. 

All these guns are purchased from Datia. The 
guns are all muzzle loaders. 

Goods for Transport 
The push bicycle is the fastest and most popular 

means of transport. There are twenty-two cycles. 
Ahirs 14. Gadariyas 2. Chamars 3. Brahmins I and 
Kachhi 2. are the cycle owners. The most popular 
make being. Hind and Eastern Star. Besides cycles 
for moving out in bigger numbers bullock carts are 
the chief means for transport. On festive occasions 
the carts are fairly well decorated. (Please see 
Plate XVIII). There are 61 bullock carts in 
the village. The same carts are used for carrying 
passengers and goods when they take load to Sonagir 
about five miles away. They charge about Rs. 5 to R 
per trip. Pa5Sengers are charged about Rs. 0.20 to 0.25 
P. per head on the same route. A cart load of wheat 
weighs about 12 to 15 maunds and transporting it to 
Datia costs about Rs. 4 to 5/-. If the cart is required 
for some work for the whole day then the charges 
would be about Rs. 10/-. For other long journeys 
trains from Sonagir or Datia or buses from Datia are 
boarded. Some times buses are boarded near the vil-
lage. provided the driver stops. Private transport ope-
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rators oblige them but the State Roadwavs do not. 
Lastly trucks are stopped and boarded. The' last is ille-
gal but fairly popular because it is cheaper and also 
gives the truck driver some money. 

Miscellaneous 
For illuminating purposes chimneys purchased 

from Datia for 30 P. to 50 P. are generally used by 
the poorest of all. Kerosene oil. also purchased from 
Datia is used as fuel. The better households use Hur-
ricane lanterns. The Ahirs have 40 such lanterns. 
The whole village has 65 of them. It is rather strange 
that not one family has more than one lantern. For 
the temple a petromax and a lantern have been provided. 
Besides the above. four Ahirs, two Chamars and one 
Brahmin possess electric flash lights. 

Steel boxes are used for keeping clothes; tipara or 
baskets made from kans and khajaar is used for storing 
women's apparel. This is fairly well made and appears 
a t~dy looking box. Usually this tipara is not carried 
from place to place. Every family has a looking glass, 
a cheap type of small size mirror costing about 25 to 
50 P. For sitting purposes in the house a pidi or a 
flat stool is used. This is an inexpensive wooden con-
struction. For storing corn a kathi or an earthen recep-
tacle is used. It can contain as much as 12 maunds of 
grain. It is usually made of earth to which cowdung 
has been added. Baskets made of kans are also used 
for storing miscellaneous goods. Almost all houses 
have a few of them. They are purchased from Datia. 
A small grinding machine operated manually is found 
with every family. It is mostly used for grinding wheat 
and pulses. 

Musical instruments Nagara. Dhalak, /hoonka. 
LJamru. Chimta (Please see plate XXVII) are owned 
jointly by the village. All families of the village con-
tributed to purchase them. 

Food and Drink Habits 
For food habits the grouping of castes would be 

on basis of what foods are not eaten. It is in this that 
a general agreement appears possible. So we have the 
:'-Jais and Ahirs in one group. Brahmins. Bhats in the 
other. Kachhi and Gadariyas in the next and the Cha-
mars remain by thcm~)elves. 

Brahmins and Bhats 
In the non-working season they take three meals 

a day. The day starts with a glass of milk and roti 
(unleavened cake of wheat) at about seven o'clock in 























When the ground has been fairly soaked and the soil 
sufficiently wet, it is time for the sowing operations to 
commence. During these months June-July, kharif 
crops viz., juar, arhar, moong, ambadi, urad are sown. 
For sowing a good day is usually selected. The good days 
are Manday and Friday and bad ones are Tuesday and 
Saturday. Before sowing some food preparation saved 
up from the Akshaya Tritiya day is taken to the fields 
and gur or jaggery is given to the bullocks. 

The seeds of the crops are then sown by the broad-
cast method. Usually mixed sowing is resorted to. 
Arhar and juar are sown together. After broadcast 
of these seeds if there is no rain or the soil is not very 
wet then bukhuring is done. This circulates the seeds 
and puts them under the soil for a proper germination. 
In case the soil is wet then ploughing has to be done 
to achieve a similar effect. 

The seeds germinate after about 4/5 days and by 
a fortnight are about 6" to 8" high, then the plough 
is run through the nearby channel area. This has a 
double effect, it removes the weeds and gives suffi-
cient soil to the crop to grow up. This is known as 
kurab. This opportunity is also used for preparing the 
fields for the winter by ploughing them. Then after 
a month or so a second kurab becomes necessary. By 
this time the month of September begins to draw near. 

The juar crop now begins to get its "ears" or cobs. In 
the meanwhile preparation for field~ for rabi crops goes 
on. By the month of October the juar crop has become 
ready and with the late October sun it begins to ripen. 
October also signals the festivity season. Dushera and 
Diwali closely follow each other and usually by the 
end of October or early November it becomes time to 
sow the wheat and gram crops. Wheat is sown before 
the land dries up completely. If there are rains in 
October-November the sowing will be delayed. When 
the soil still retains some moisture and there is no 
possibility of heavy rains, wheat is sown. Wheat is 
sown by means of a plough only one row is sown at a 
time. This usually occupies the cultivator upto Novem-
ber end by which time juar has become ripe. This is 
also the time for him to collect grass and fodder and 
he does it from the adjoining villages or forest. This 
is done by about the middle of December and the 
harvesting of juar crop begins and is locally known as 
katai. 

When the juar crop is ready cutting commences. 
A sickle is used and the whole plant leaving about 8" 
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to 10" in the ground is cut away. The stalk is removed 
and stocked in the open near the field. This area is 
cleared up earlier and is known as khaliyan. Usually 
the members of the family cut the corn but in some 
cases it may be necessary to engage labourers. Labour-
ers are engaged from Datia and at the end of the day's 
work they are paid the corn contents of three poolas 
or small bundles in which the corn is usually gathered. 
The total produce they take home is about 2! to 3 
seers of corn. They appear fairly happy, irrespective 
of the prices that may prevail in the market. In the 
khaliyan the corn is stocked. It is then spread over 
clean bit of ground and trampled upon by the bullocks. 
This result9 in the corn being sifted from its husk. This 
done, the remaining impurities are removed by winnow-
ing with a soopa or wonnowing basket. The impurities 
flyaway with the wind and the corn falls below. 
The corn is now ready for being marketed. After keep-
ing enough for home consumption the rest is marketed 
in Datia. This process has taken the cultivator well 
into the month of January. 

In the meanwhile wheat has been growing steadily 
and would be ready in a month's time. From the mid-
dle of the month of March or earlier harvesting of 
wheat begins. Usually labourers have to be engaged 
for this. Labourers are hired from Datia and at toe end 
of the day's work get two stacks of the reaped wheat. 
This contains about 3 seers of wheat. Those who tie 
up the wheat stack in bundles receive three stacks con-
taining 41 seers. In addition to this all the bhoosa 
is theirs. Bhoosa is wheat husk and is coveted because 
of its commercial value as animal fodder. This mode 
of payment work$ out to cover a rupee per day plus 
the sale price of bhoosa. The wheat so gathered is 
taken to the khaliyan and later the processes as for 
juar are gone through till wheat is fairly ready for the 
market. This takes the cultivator upto April-May com-
pleting the agricultural cycle. 

Seeds 
Most of the cultivators preserve the seed for the 

nex.t crop. Where this is not possible seed is procured 
agamst cash payment from Datia. There is no im-
prov~d v~riety of seed in the village. They have not 
~btamed It from the Block either. This though appear-
mg strange happens to be true. In some cases they 
na~ura"y help each other in supplying the seed re-
qUIrements. The chart below gives the seed reauired 
for sowing. 

PLATE XXI 
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