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Karva Chauth-Falls on the fourth day of 
the dark half in Kartika. This is the fest~­
val of married women. They celebrate 1t 
keenly. A married woman would take four 
karvas-earthen vessels. These are filled 
with rice. Some water is poured on these 
karvas. Women worship these. These are 
then given to the priest the husband and to 
one of the relatives. 

The women dress in their best. They fast. 
Even sewing cutting and knitting may be 
abandoned f~r the day. It is believed th~t 
such actions may bring misfortune to the1r 
husbands. At night the women would fir~t 
see the moon, light a lamp of ghee. worshIp 
the moon and then take food. Every woman 
would like to look her best-like a bride. 

Panj Bhikhami Puranmashi-Falls on the 
day of full moon during Kartika or Marga-
shirsha. Everyone fast. Those who do not 
observe fast take khichri. For five days the 
people would not take heeling. Such fami-
lies also perform puja and keep an earthen 
lamp lit cOl'itinuously for five days. 

Dewali-Falls on the A mavasya in Kar-
tika and is celebrated to mark the return 
of Rama to Ayodhya after 14 years of exi.le. 
Ankloo is the favourite food taken w1th 
milk on Dewali. Those who are better off 
bring Kheelan, parched rice, sweets and 
fireworks from Ghamarwin and delight 
their children. Among Brahmins there is a 
belief that Lakshmi; the goddess of wealth 
visits houses on this day. As such a Brah-
min would worship a rupee coin. This is 
considered to represent Lakshmi. At dusk 
they light earthen lamps and illuminate 
the surroundings. ' 

Barlctj-The next day of Dewali is Barraj. 
Ankloo food is served. The artisans and 
peasants worship their tools and implements. 
Fields are not ploughed. Brahmins worship 
pipal and the legendary Goverdhan Parbat. 

Bhai-Duj-Falls on the third day of 
Dewali. Sisters give tamol, clothes' and 
sweets to their brothers. Brothers in tum 
give them presents and money. Sweet food 
like khir and halwa are cooked. . 

Lohri-During the month of Pausa, child-
ren go from door to door and nanate 
Lohri verses. They receive grains. The 
households where a son's birth or marriage 
has taken place may give coins to these 
children. On the last day of the month a 
log fire is burnt. People come and sit around 
it. Humorous and sometimes naughty songs 
are sung by children. Local problems may 
be discussed. Parched grams, maize and gur 
are served. 
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On the first day of Magha, khichri is pre-
pared by all. Well-to-do families may take 
ankloos. 

Sanga,t Cha~th-A brat is observed by the 
women and udyappan may be performed. 

Gauntries-Fall on the third day of the 
light half in Pausa. Fast is observed by 
women and Bhallas, ankloos or potoos are 
served. 

Basant Panchami-Falls on the fifth day 
of light half in the month of Magha. Men 
and women wear head dress of yellow colour 
because Sarson flowers profusely and re-
presents the advent of spring. Bhallas, 
poloos and ankloos are cooked by all. 

Shivratri-Is the third day before the new 
moon in Phalguna. A fast is observed. Shiva 
is worshipped. The villagers do not name 
Cha~tra. Instead Hesi or Turi drum beater 
comes who sings song of Chaitra, Some 
women go round singing Chaitra song and 
play on the Dholak. 

The Chamars collect grains from theit 
Brahmin Jajmans on Baisakhi, Cheerian di 
Saaji. Sair, Lohri, Dewali and Shivratri. 
The Brahmins would give grains of maize. 

Elderly persons observe fasts on the first 
day called Sankrant of each Bikrami month 
and on Puranmashi. Certain persons fast on 
Tuesdays. Only one salt free meal is taken 
on these days. The fasts which are observ-
ed every week or every month are disconti-
nued when a udayappan has been perform-
ed on such day. Expenditure during an 
average udayappan may be Rs. 300/-. 

A fair is held at Morsingi close to Dari. 
About two thousand men attend the fair. 
Sweets and articles of merchandise includ-
ing cheap cosmetics are on sale. A cattle 
mallket is also held. Nearly fifty cattle are 
sold in a day. The fair is held under the 
village committee. 
. Previously the villagers had to buy bull-
ocks and livestock at the Nalwar fair at 
Bilaspur. Now they purchase them at Mor-
,singi. The cattle which have to be disposed 
of at lower rates at home can be exchang-
ed with cattle traders there. The fair is 
being celebrated annually since four years. 

A fair of Bheanoo Pir is held in GU,ddoo 
on the day following Gugga Naumi. This 
lasts for two days. There is a place of 
Lakhdata where devotees and followers of 
Lakhdata Pir offer coins and grains. These 
go to the Chela of the Pir. The ('I)Uections 
of grains come to a few mauntis. There may 
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be some cash, ghfe, gur and pulses. The~e 
is a belief that offering grains to the Plr 
keeps cattle freE' from disease. About one 
thousand persons attend. 

A fair is held in Bhet. hamlet on the third 
-day of Asauj. .There IS. a sacred place of 
Pahario, deity m the VIllage. The chela 
answers the querries of. the pe~ple and te!ls 
them the causes of the1r suffermgs a~d d1s-

ses Such miseries are usually attributed 
~~ th~ wrath of Paharia God. The ch~'a 
finds out a solution which ends up w.lth 
slaughtering of a goat or sheep or offehrll~g 
of Choorma sweet to appease the Pa a~a 
d 'ty The local people believe that hIS 
,::ath leads to evil effects more so for 
women. 

Chugan fair is held in La~dan o~ the 
d day of Ashvina. At Ladaan. VIllage 

.~~~~~ is a place of Paharia god worshtpped by 
the villagers. 

Haria Devi fair at Hari Tnliangar is held 
,on the 8th and 9th day of. J estha. About 
.5,000 persons atten~. Wrestlmg matches are 
.a feature of the faIr. 

The local deities, gods and g~d?esses mO';lld 
h social life. On every auspICIOUS o~caslOn 
~r e im ortant day. villagers. w~uld lIke. to 
worshfp these gods. Their blesSl?gs are m-
voked at times of disease and ml~9" ~hey 
do not worship many of these del~les m a 
particular temple but un?er any ptPa~ tree 
.or on a platform by offenn£ halw~, ro e, or 
sweets. ~ere is a list of the more Important 
deities:- . 

Gugga-This deity can be seen ill Gugga 
temples called M.aris places and tplatforAms 
erected around ptpCllI or banyan rees. n 
. e of a rider on horse back roughly 
~r:~d out on a stone and i~tal1ed there 
denotes Gu.gga. At Dabhla an Idol of Gupga 

'sts in the Nagroan portion .. At the tu:ne 
~fl worship the devotees so~etlmes orgam~e 
.a community feast. Accordmg ·to a prevall-
. belief the worship of Gugga prevents 
.~; devotees from snake bite a.nd cattle keep 

·11 On such occasions blessmgs of Gugga 
w~ ~ought by offering him rote, choorma 
!~d haltoa. At Dabhla this god may be. seen 
. laced under a pipal tree around wh1ch a 
Platform had been constructed about two h dred years back by some devotees. A 
f u~e of Gugga in this vilage is that though 
ea re is a Gugga image no C.he~as. a~ atta-
~~~d to it. A local puroh'l.t IS mVlted to. 
ch t ma71jtras when some one alTers rote. 
'T~ Kangra District Gazett~rs <Part At 
1924-25 has given the followmg account of 
oGugga. 
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"Some where in Daccan there where two 
sisters Bachta and KacMa. wives of a Chau-
han Rajput named Dev Raj. They were with-
out issue and in the hopes of issu.e, Bachla 
went one day to the shrine of Gorakhnath 
then she was promised that if she came 
again she would be given a fruit to eat and 
child wou.ld be assured her. Kachla hearing 
of this went next day in the guise and dress 
of Bachla. and received and ate the fruit. 
The next day Bachla went and found that 
her sister had stolen her blessing as Jacob 
did that of Esau. She was, however, given 
another fruit half of which she ate and half 
she gave the mare she was riding. To 
Kachla was born a daughter Gugri to 
Bachla a son Gugga, and the mare likewise 
had a foal. Gugga and this foal were brought 
up ,together. When he came to man's estate 
Gugga heard the fame of beautifuL maiden, 
and taking the horse (his foster brother) he 
went to woo her. For years he 'lived with 
her, being changed by day by the sorcery 
of the cc:mntry to a sheep and by night he, 
reassumed the form of a Raja. In his absencp. 
a pretender arose to the estate and attempt-
ed to force an entrance to the palace. The 
door-keeper who had grown blind since 
Gugga's departure refused h4m admittance 
and disbelieving his assertion Ithat he was 
Gugga insisted that on Gugga's return he 
wou.ld receive his sight. Ultimately being 
hard pressed Gugri sent a leoter by the hand, 
of a Brahmin to Gugga in Bangahal. He 
realising the state of affairs abandoned his 
life of pleasure and with the help of Brah-
min escaped from the sorcery tha.t bound 
him. By the same aid the horse that haOo 
grown old and thin was restored. and Gugga 
once. ?Tt0re mounted his steed and depa~ted. 
On ~tS 1.'eturn home the door-keeper receiv-
ed hts stg~t and Gugga and Gogri both per-
formed mtracles of powers in fighting and 
the former even fou.ght for a time aftter he 
had lost his head. After death he was vene-
rated as a god and i.'! always represented 
on horse back. Any person suffering from 
snake ~ite is susually taken to Gugga when 
the prtest examines him, mutters incanta-
tions, and if he sees that it must be a fatal 
case, sends him away with the comfortable 
assurance that he has done something to 
mo-ntaHv offend the ,local deity a1ld ca~ot 
be forgl.ven. (Page 210-211)". .. 

During the month of Bhc.l~Ta the famous 
festival of Gugga Naumi is celebrated. From 
first to the eighth day of Bhadra some 
people go from house to house singinll 
Gugga's life history. Scheduled Castes and 
Swarans go jointly. Daolas may fonn their 
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Obtaining an armlet or amulet. These 
are obtainable for child troubles and 
put on around the neck to protect 
the child from evil influence. 

Keeping of sarson seeds given by the 
chela. 

Offering mantras by the che1:a before the 
. person who is affected. 

According to villagers chelas are represen-
tatives of the deities. They can protect vic-
tims from the wrath of' deities by a.opting 
methods to appease them. This method of 
treatment is resorted to in case of mental 
troubles, hild drseases, skin disease, barren-
ness or when epidemics break out affecting 
human beings and cattle. There are no expert 
faith curers and hence they are called from 
other villages. 

A spell to treat scorpian bite: 
Ath tangam thai katin 
Bichho jharan sol jatin 
Jhar jae to jhar deon 
Nin tan nil kanth chgal deon. 

Treatment for hydrOphobia-When rabies 
afflicts a man or an animal they usually go 
to a Rajput at Maryoli-village some eight 
miles from Dabhla Dari. The Rajput house-
hold has been told a secret by a saint that a 
particular herb cures hydrophobia. 'When-
ever an:r~ne suffers f~om the disease they 
get medlcmes from hIm. This treatment is 
believed to be efficacious. NQthing is charge-
ed for the medicine. 
Superstitions 

Villagers observe omens and belie'fs in 
their daily life. Dreams, snakes and crows 
have certain significance. These according 
to them foretell the coming events. • 
. Dreams-Omens-To see a marriage party 
In a dream foretells misfortunes. To see a 
relative attired as bridegroom means the 
death of a close re1ative in the near future. 
On the contrary to see a funeral procession 
in a dream is considered lucky. To see a liv-
ing person as dead in the dream enhances his 
longivity. To see a dead person in dream 
means that he has not achieved salvation 
and in such cases the priests may recom-
mend some charity or recitations. 

2. To see a place on fire in a dream por-
tends abnormal loss due to natural calami-
ties. 

3. To give charity in dreams foretells 
about rise of prices of daily necessities. 
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4. To see a snake i~dicates some trouble 
for the house. To kill a snake indicates 
surrender of the enemy. To see a snake 
biting is a good omen. 

5. To sell foodgrains is bad but to buy 
is good. 

6. To ride a horse indicates bright future. 
. 7. To see or to pluck a fruit by a women 
m the dream means happy child birth. 

8. To weep is a good omen while to be 
happy and to laugh indicat~s troubles. 

9. The sale of livestock portends loss· of 
wealth while the purchase indicates pros-
perity. 

Omens-J ourney-One must not proceed 
on a journey the same day if he is called 
back just when he was to start. It foretells 
that the journey would end fruitless. 

2. To take some gur or curd before pro-
ceeding on journey ensures a happy safe 
journey. The mission would be fulfilled. 

3. If by chance, a shoe is placed Or seen 
over the other shoe it is believed that a 
long journey is forthcoming for a member 
of the house. 

4. To see a widow, hearing some ~ne 
4meezing, to meet a person c::arrying empty 
vessel on starting a Journey IS a bad omen. 

5. To ensure a good journey kumbh is 
organised. A girl will fill a lota of water 
and stand near the house on a path where 
one should pass her on the journey: He 
would put some coins in the lota WhICh go 
to the girl. 

Other Omens-Lucky and unluck actions 
and things:-

1. Sundays and Thur~days .are unlucky 
days for shaving and cuttmg haIr. One must 
not shave during ~he month w~en one was 
born. Shaving durmg shradhs IS a taboo. 

2. Never give salt to a person on his ·hand 
otherwise the person who takes it would 
go under debt. 

3. Don't hang a scale on yOUr shoulders. 
Otherwise a famine is sure to start. 

4. It is a bad omen to see an upturned 
shoe. 

5. To rub oil on Sunday on the body is 
sinful. It should invariably be applied on 
Saturdays. 

6. To see a broom-stick kept standing by 
some other person is a bad omen. It is be-
lieved,to invite quarrel. 
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7. It is a good omen for all purposes if 
one sees a baby sucking his thumb. 

, 8. To see a partridge, a peacock, a snake 
or a fox on the left while starting on busi-
ness is lucky. 

9. If a crow caws near the house in an 
unusual way a guest is expected. 

10. To eat grams on Sundays is bad. On 
Saturdays it is good, because such an action 
is believed the offset the evil effect of Saturn 
of Shanni. 

11. After bath it is good to stand out and 
-offer water to the sun. 

12. It is bad to eat in a broken thali. 
13. A shopkeeper won't sell on credit in the 

morning otherwise the whole day is bound 
10 be unlucky and unprofitable. 

Popular actions and beliefs-I. Never 
. sweep the house in the evening when the 

lamps are being lit. It is bad as it is the time 
for the goddess of wealth-Lakshmi to visit. 

2. Don't pluck green things after sunset, 
as the green plants go to sleep by this time. 

3. Before taking the first morsel from the 
morning meal a person would keep apart 
three bits of his food out of his plate for a 
cow crow and a dog. Otherwise these report 
abo~t the miserliness of the perso~ to his 
ancestors who curse and condemn hIm. 

4. During menstruation period a woman 
is considered unclean and untouchable. She 
becomes pure on the fourth day when she 

. has had a bath and has changed her clothes. 
5. If one sees the face of a quarrelsoz.ne 

. person fi~t thing in the morn.ing, the entIre 
day is bound to pass unhapplly. 

6. Don't wear gold ornaments below a.nkles 
as it arises the jealously of Lakshmi the 
goddess of wealth. 

7. The villagers believe that the earth rests 
upon the horns of a sacred bull. The bull 
supports the earth upon each horn alter-
nately. When the bull feels tired he shifts 
the burde,n from one horn to the other a~d 
during this change the earth-tremours. ThIS 
is the earthquake. 
8. The rainbow is a .~ervant of God. When 

the rains stop the rainbow is sent to earth to 
verify whether the requisite rain fall in a 
particular area has been attained or not. 

9 It is a sin if a cow dies with a rope round 
the' neck. So when a cow is sick it is let loose 
to avoid death with a tope round her neck. 

10. A c0uplet goes:-
Bhari dopehri jamboo bole 
Ratin bole kag, 
Is mulkha ni rehn& raja 
Uthana bare bhiyag 
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Where howlin~ of jackal is heard during 
the day or cawIng of crow during night 
?on't stay o~ live in that land. Get up early 
In the mornmg to le~ve the land if by chance 
you have spent the mght there quite ignorant 
of these facts. Because these things are bad omens. 

11. Do not sleep keeping your head to-wards the south. 

. 12 .. A man becomes a donkey in his next 
life. If he does not gamble on Dewal" th 
bellef prevailing among gamblers. 1 IS e 

. 13. Kansa. the bronze attracts the lighten-
mg. AccordIng to a legend Devki-the wife 
o~ Vasudev, father of Lord Krishna was the 
SIster of the demon king Kans. Kans hac 
b~en told th~t a baby from Devki would kill 
hIm and retrIeve the kingdom from dem 
So Kans put his sister behind bars on~ 
or?ered the guards to snatch and kill anh chIld. er 

Sometimes afterwards Devki gave b'rth 
to a ~aughter. T~e. king ordered the child tol 

be kIlled by. strikIng against a stone N 
soone~ the chIld was struck against th . t 0 
she slIpped from the hands of th e done 
became lightening. Since then e guar ~d 
the lightening destroys kam~U\hf enmIty 
named after the demon king. e metal 

14. Men do' not weild the b 
ing during dusk and at night ;ooml · Sweep.. 

. IS a so a taboo. 
15. A folk saying:_ 

Chhikc naha.ye chhike kha.·c chhike rah 
" ye soe, 

Chhike bat na handi b 
ya ha{ln sarp 80ne the[hoe 

Sneezing is good for b th· . 
sle~ping. But never proc:edIng, ea~g and 
whIle sneezing even if there .on achlourney 
get plenty of gold. IS a ance to 

Birth-A child born in Ka t·ka. . 
sid~red ~ad. The bad effect ca~' be IS con-
off If grams are given in charity. warded 

The birth of' a calf in Bhad'f . 
Chaitra and buffalo calf in M 1& 4r co1t In 
o~en. Precautions have to be ~~: 1St a bad 
prIest to ward off the evil infiuenc: rom a 
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