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FOREWORD

Apart from laying the foundations of demography in this sub-continent, a hundred years of the Indian Census
has also produced ©elaborate and scholarly accounts of the variegated phenomena of Indian life—sometimes with
no statistics attached, but usually with just enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to their conclusions *.
In a country, largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical comprehension of even such a simple thing as age was
liable to be inaccurate, an understanding of the social structure was essential. It was more necessary to attain
a broad understanding of what was happening around oneself than to wrap oneself up in °statistical ingenuity’ or
‘mathematical manipulation’. This explains why the Indian Census came to be interested in *many by-paths’ and
“nearly every branch of scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geograpby and religion’.

In the last few decades, the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the presentation of village statistics.
This suits the temper of the times as well as our political and economic structure. For even as we have a great
deal of centralization on the one hand and decentralization on the other, my colleagues thought it would be
a welcome continuation of the Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones of village statistics with flesh-and-
blood accounts of social structure and social change. It was accordingly decided to select a few villages in every
State for special study, where personal observation would be brought to bear on the interpretation of statistics to
find out how much of a vxllage was static and yet changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and

from where,

A

Randomness of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no intention to build up a picture for the
whole state in quantitative terms on the basis of villages selected statistically at random. The selection was
avowedly purposive; the object being as much to find out what was happening and how fast to those villages
which had fewer reasons to choose change and more to remain lodged in the past as to discover how the more
‘normal’ types of villages were changing. They were to be primarily type-studies which, by virtue of their number
and distribution, would also give the reader a “feel’ of what was going on and some kind of a map of the country.

A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five villages was to be
chosen with great care to represent adequately geographical, occupational and even ethnic diversity. Of this
minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be as follows:

(a) At least eight villages were to be so selected that each of them would contain one dominant community
with ene predominating occupation, e.g., fishermen, forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, salt-makers,
quarry-workers etc. A village should have a minimum population of 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700,

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes of the State. Each villsge
could represent a particular tribe. The minimum population should be 400, the optimum being between 500 arid 700.

(¢) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and settled character and contain
variegated occupations and be, if possible, multi-ethnic in composition. By fair size was meant a population of;
500-700 persons or more. The village should mainly depend on agriculture and be sufficiently away from the majot
sources of modern communication, such as the district administrative headquarters and business centres. It should be
roughly a day’s journey from the above places. The villages were to be selected with an eye to variation in terms
of pize, proximity to city and other means of modern communication, nearness to hills, jungles agnd major rivers,
Thus, there was to be a regional distribution throughout the State of this category of villages. If, however,
a particular district contained significant ecological variations within jts area, more than one village in the district
might be selected to study the special adjustments to them,
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It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly outgrew their origiqal terms of refer.en.ce, as my
colleagues warmed up to their work. This proved for them an absorbmg voyage of .dxscovery and the'nr infectious
enthusiasm compelied me to enlarge the inquiry’s scope again and again. It was just as well cautiously to fe.cl
one’s way about at first and then venture further afield; and although it accounts to some extent for a certain
uncvenness in the quality and coverage of the monographs, it served to co_mpe'nsat? the purely honort.uy and
extra-mural rigours of the task. For, the survey, along with its many ancillaries like th? survey of fairs and
festivals, of small and rural industry and others, was an ‘extra’, over and above the crushing load of the 1961

Census.

It might be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope. A.t the first Cens'us
Conference in September 1959, the Survey set itself the task of what might be called a record in situ ot" material
traits, like settlement patterns of the village; house types; diet; dress; orx‘xam'cnts and _footwear; f"urmture and
storing vessels; common means of transport of goods and passengers; domesfxcatlon of animals and birds; mark?ts
attended; worship of deities; festivals and fairs. There were to be recordings, of course, of cultural and social
traits and occupational mobility. This was followed up in March, 1960 by two specimen schcdx_xles, one for each
household, the other for the village as a whole, which, apart from spelling out the n§ode c?f inquiry sugge.sted
in September, 1959 conference, introduced groups of questions aimed at sensing changes in attitude and behavx.our
in such fields as marriage, inheritance, movable and immovable property, industry,'mdebted?ess, educatlop,
community life and collective activity, social disabilities, forums of: appeal over d.lsp‘utes, village leade.rs.hlp
and organisation of cultural life. It was now plainly the intention to provide adequate §tat1stlcal support to empirical
«feel’, to approach qualitative change through statistical quantities. It had b.cen dlﬁicult. to give thought to the
importance of ‘just enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to concluslon. *, at a time when my collcagues
were straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main Census operations, but once the Cc.nsu.s count
itself was left behind in March, 1961, a series of three regional seminars in Triva.ndrum .[May 1961}, Darjeeling and
Srinagar [June 1961], restored their attention to this ficld and the importance of tracing social change thrf)ugh anumber
of well-devised statistical tables was once again recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh survey of villages already
done; but it was worth the trouble in view of the possibilities that a close analysis of statistics offered and also
because the ‘Consanguinity’ Schedule remained to be canvassed. By November 1961,_ however, more was

“expected of these surveys than ever before. There was dissatisfaction on the.one hand thh t?o many genera;\l
statements and a growing desire on the other to draw conclusions from statist!cs, to regard s?cxal anfi economic
data as inter-related processes, and finally to examine the social and economic processes set in motion th.rough
land-reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, technological and cultural change. Finally,
a study camp was organised in the last week of December, 1961 whefx the whole field was carefully gone lttsn'ou'gh
over again and a programme worked out closely knitting the various aims of the Survey together. ’I:he Soc:;a tuc}nes
Section of the Census Commission rendered assistance to State Superintendents by way of scrutiny and technical
comment on the frame of Survey and presentation of results.

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prevented my cqlleagugs from gdoptmg as many vlllllages as
they had originally intended to. But I believe that what may have been lost in quanut)(!1 has be-cn more than made
up for in quality, This is, perhaps, for the first time that §uch a Su{vey has been con uc'ted in any co;mlry, am:
- that purely as a labour of love. It has succeeded in attaining what |t_ set out to'acbleve. to cqns;ruc ha I;lap.o
village India’s social structure. One hopes that the volum?s of this Survey wxll'help to retain for the Indjan
Census its title to “the most fruitful single source of informatioa about the. country . Apart fr?m other featu.res,
it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has set up a new Cens.us stapdatd in plcto.nal and graphic documentation,
The schedules finally adopted for this Monograph have been printed in an Appendix,

New Delhi, ’ A. MITRA, |
July 30, 1964. Registrar General, Indiay

PREFACE

The preparation of Village Survey Monographs is an
interesting feature of 1961 Census. Sri A. Mitra, Registrar
General, has, in his foreword, given the reader a general
background of the survey. Forty villages were chosen for
the survey in Madras Stateand the Monograph on Vilangulam
is the twenty-fifth of the series.

Vilangulam is a small coastal village in Pattukkottai
taluk of Thanjavur district. Unlike the other coastal
villages, agriculture is the mainstay in the village. As the
village is located at the tail end of Cauvery Mettur Project
channel close to the sea, agriculture does not give any
adequate return. No industry is found in the village.

The village has Thevars and Pallans (Scheduled Caste)
a8 predominant communities. Its people are simple and
are bound by old social practices.

The field study was conducted by Sri T. Thangavelu,
Research Assistant and Sri N. Krishnamurthy, Deputy
Superintendent of Census Operations supervised the work
and prepared the report. . The study of this backward

village with its two typical communities will be of interest to
the reader. ‘

P. K. NAMBIAR



LIST OF VILLAGES SELECTED FOR THE SURVEY

Chingleput District

1. Ayyangarkulam®*
2, Sunnambukulam '
3. Lakkinayakkanpatti South Arcot District
4, Thadagam* »
5. Arkavadi ”»
6. Hasanamapettai North Arcot District
7. Paravakkal »
8. Arkasanahalli* Salem District
9, Kanakagiri* "
10. Pappanaickenpatti® "
11. Aladipatti* "
12. Iswaramoorthipalayam®* .
13. Kumbalam . "
14. Nellithorai* Coimbatore District
15. Hallimoyar®* Nilgiris District
16. Kinnakorai "
17. Vilpatti* Madurai District
18. Sirumalai "
19. Periyur* »
20. Thiruvalavayanallur .
21. Thenbaranadu* Tiruchirapalli District
22. Thiruvellarai* »
23. Ariyur _ »
24- Kadambangudi* Thanjavur District
25. Vilangulam®** - "
26. Kunnalur® »
27. Kodiakkarai _ow
28. Golwarpatti Ramanathapuram District
29, Visavanoor* »
30. Athangarai* »
31. Ravanasamudram® Tir. nelveli District
32. Pudukulam* »
33. Alwarkarkulam "
34. Kilakottai* o8
35. Odaimarichan »
36. Kuvalaikanni "
37. Koottumangalam* Kanayakumari District
38. Kadathuchery* '
39, Kottuthalazhamkulam* .
40. Kadukkara* "

* Already published
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The barren Ammanichatram river -— The road to  Vilangulam passes through the river.

Bullock cart -— The usual mode of

transport.



The Ammanichatram.

The Manore Fort — This is historically an important fort near Vilangulam.

Inside the chatram building.
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A beautifully carved door.

CusPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The village

VILANGULAM, situated 59 miles south-cast of
Thanjavur, is a coastal village in Pattukkottai taluk of
Thanjavur district. Pattukkottai was the southern-
most taluk of the district until Aranthangi was carved
out of it in 1939. Like most of the villages in these
two tracts, Vilangulamis inaccessible by road or rail.
However, one can get down at the nearest bus stop
for the village, which is sitvated at Sethubavachatram,
six miles away from the village. 'From Sethubavachat-
ram, the road leads to Rameswaram along the coast.
This road, called Serhu Rastha, (Rastha in Hindi means
road) was the main road used by the pilgrims to reach
Rameswaram. From this, a8 mud-road branches off
to Vilangulam. In olden days, rich people used to
construct choultries all along this road to serve the
needs of the people. At present, this road is not used
by the pilgrims going to Rameswaram and has lost
much of its importance. Still it is a pleasant experience
to walk along this coastal road with the Bay of Bengal
on the one side and the green paddy fields on the
other. The general topography is a vast alluvial
plain of unending paddy fields dnverslﬁcd occasionally
by mango groves.

2. Pattukkottai is the taluk headquarters and is
gituated at a distance of 29 miles from the village.
The village comes under the sub-taluk of Perfavurani
which is situated at a distance of 12 miles from the
village. The firka headquarters is Perumagalur which
is three miles away. The Community Development
Block to which this village belongs is Sethubavachatram
Block. There is a Post Office for the village and the
nearest Telegraph Office is at Peravurani. Aranthangi
is the main market centre for the agricultural produce

- of this village. There are 309 housecholds thh a
A population of 1,247.

Climate

N\ 3. The climate of the village is a héalthy one. Its

average afinual rainfall is about 45° and the tempera-
ture varies from “76° to 90° F. The south-west

" monsoon sects in May or June and continues till

September. But rajnfall during this monsoon is much
lower thin ramr-h during north-east monsoon. The

north-east monsoon starts in October or November
and continues more or less till January.

Residential pattern

4, The village is not provided with any regular
street system or lay-ont. There are Streets which are
irregular and without a beginning or an end. Nearly
80 per cent of the people live in huts spread out all
round the village. Most of them are small and lack
basic amenities of a dwelling. The village has 49
tanks which serve as bathing places and also some-
times as a source of drinking water for the people.
Nobody is able to give a correct and satisfactory
explanatioa for the name of the village. Some people
associate it to the large number of tanks found in
this village. But still except for the word Kulam
(tank), the other part of the name is not explained.

5. The other sources of drinking water for the
villagers are the pits dug at the sea-shore itself. Itis
very peculiar that the water in the pits near the sea is
pure while the well-water in the village is brackish.
People use ladles with long handles made of wood and
coconut-shell to take water from these pits, Itisa
common sight in these places to find women going
about carrying mud-pots on their head and long latles
in their hands. ,

”

General features

6. Vilangulam is the main village and Ammani-
chatram is its only hamlet. Thevars, Hindus and
Christian Pallars, Vellalas and Asaris are the main
communities in Vilangulam; Konars and Ambalak-
karans are found in Ammanichatram. The village
was formerly under the management of District Board
Chatram Department and was subsequently taken over
by the Government and Ryotwari Settlement was
introduced during the Fasli 1368 (1958-59). There
are two Elementary Schools, one at Vilangulam and
the other at Ammanichatram. Though the village is
a coastal one, the effect of sea is not felt very much
in the village. It does not get cool breeze, nor is the
sand akin to that of sea-shore. Palm-trees which age
usually found in coastal villages are not aho seen h
large numbers.



CHAPTER 11

PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL CULTURE

Ethnic Composition cluster and live together in certain localities. Thevars
' , live in the middle of the main hamlet and others

7. Vilangulam presents a happy picture of different at various corners. The following Table No. I gives
communities living together in harmony and peace. the relative strength of diffesent communities in the

But still various communities have a temdency to village. ’ ETHNIC COMPOSITION
FABLE Ne. I
A
| Eshnle Compesition o :
T VANS
oml 51
Sub-caste/ No. of No. of Males Fonales- ) <
Religion  Community sub-sect houscholds persons . C“A Tl R
TR N B
M @ 3) 4 &) ()] (U] '.*“ W N RN
(z:..;;\§ @1 N W
QUSRI Nt e e e e = —
HINDU Pallar Kudumbes ™ %5 2 134 3 :
: 250NN ristian \“
L. Thevar Agamudiyar 66 269 1% 130 g::‘iz:;.%,;. W10.7 % & \\\ - = pde T T
! ’ R NN - Y L S
Rajakuism 1 s 3 3 e e
Acbelskkaraa  Kallar 2 s ) P e\
AR L 03 QG0 RO
. . 5’0 0’00’0“0’0{0.0.0::?2 ..o::::?;é:m - - - - - - - - - =
‘ 33 128 (4 .‘o:’:::‘:%’o’:'o’o’o’o RIS - - - — 711
voo 3 : & : Ao rsoesesotssrsstetatotethtotetetetori o il TT7] ] (
- letoloetetodolotetels: SIRNKEOMd —  — T]
Valinle Shashis i 2 42 27 s olelotetel Sl A7)
Kerala 2 10 s s
Malakarar 1 10 6 4
9 “ 20 al.
Asari *  Deivakula Kammalar 6 n v 18
Porkollar 1 4 b 2
Kammalar 1 & r 3
_ . 14 54 r i)
Ronar Kalils Idayer 2 N ® T "
o 14 “ 21 »
Nedar Kacukkumattal 1 3 1 2
Poonchi / 3 14 9 s 4
Nadavi 3 |+ 8 R T
. L \unﬂum Desikar. 3 ) &) & 1
- 4 oK n 0



_VILANGULAM 3

n | &) 3)
Vaunan
" Brabain Brehecharemam (Iyer)
Tyer
Tyengar
Ambuttan
Natdu Kavarakaranaioker
| Veduvahaichar
Chettiar -Vania Chettiar
Scnai Thalsivan
Choliys
Kuvavan Thote
Muwdatiyar . Kelirolar
Ferayats Poosbi
Chaktiliyan Thottiya Chakkiliysa
CHRISTIAN  Palin  Kedumben
Pulli
Nadar Kasukkumattal
Atheist .

Total

of Pallars kaving s total
populstien .of 206. They form the largest casie in
the villaghi. Next smes the. Sommiwaity of Thevers
& popuiation of 375 living in 67 households,
ia otder sie the Ambalakharans heviag

) i n

‘:W;«;umanm Carietiam

Table No.1 (contd.)

@) ) ©) e

5 2 - RV 10
1 7 5 2
2 12 s 7
2 ;l 7 4
4 10 s - s
2 .o .4 7
1 _2 1 i
1 3 1 2
1 5 3 2
2 12 - 4 8
1 ¢ 4 2
2 6 3 3
1 1 4 ] .
1 ¢ 2 2
| 2 2
1 3 2 1
n ' 109 47 62
3 n 7 | s
1 4 1 3
1 2 1 1 .
K 1,47 618 $12

aumber (25 of whieh 121 are Christian Pallars and the
rest are Nadars. Thore are 103 Vellalas and 86
Asaris. The gumber of Konars is 48. Taking the
population of the village as 3 whole, Hindu Pallars
form 22'6 per geni, Thevars 21°6 per osut, Ambalakks-

113 e o Cisaien. Pullars. 10 oy s,



4 : . VILLAGE SURVEY

Vellalas 7-7 per cent, Asari¥ 2'8 per cent, Konars 52
per cent and others 20 per cent. o

Thevars

8. Though the Pallars are numerically strong,
Thevars, with their economic and social superiority,
are the real leaders in the village, Thevar is a
general title of the castes, Agamudiyan, Maravan or
Kallars. Vilangulam Thevars belong to Agamudiyan
branch. Thevars are generally proud and bold and
grateful for favours done. They also have the tendency
of revenging the wrongs done. Of course, they are
distinct from the Maravars of Ramanathapuram
district. Maravars were the turbulent type and not
law-abiding. Their reformation has started only re-
cently. But compared to that, the Agamudiyans of
Vilangulam pursue peaceful occupations. They arc
generally gentle and law-abiding and also have a
tendency to help others. They have a good physique
and are hardworkers. Even Mirasdars among Thevars
do not think it below their dignity to work in their
fields. Thevar women are also tall, well-built and
courageous. But in Vilangulam, they are confined
mostly to houses. Very rarely, do they go outto
work in the fields. There are poor and rich among
Thevars. Wecan find huge buildings and huts side by
side in'the locality where Thevars live. In the book
¢ Castes and Tribes of Southern India” by Thurston,
it is said that Maravars (Thevars) are the first
Dravidian Tribes that penetrated to the south of the
Peninsula. It is said thatin the battle which Lord
Rama fought with Ravana, these people helped Rama

and that he said that he would not forget the help ren-

" dercd and since that time, these people have been called

Maravars. (Maraven, means *I will not forget”.) .

Some people also connect the name to ¢Kkilling.’
( Maram in Tamil means  Killing *). Probably because
of the war-like activities of Maravars, a poet in the old
Tamil book Kalithogai, referred to the furious Mara-
van whose curled moustache resembled the twisted
horns of the stag, the loud tuning of powerful bow.
strings and the beating of whose drums compelled even
kings at the head of large armies to turn back and fly. -

Birth customs

9. As usual, in villages a woman is bound to
observe pollution, after giving birth toa child. The
purification ceremony takes place on the eleventh day.
All important relatives are invited and the naming of
the child takes place, The woman is givena ceremonial
bath and then she is allowed to enter the house, No
pther ‘special function is arrangedfor this,

Puberty

10. When a girl comes of age, all the relatives are
informed. The girl’s maternal uncle’s wife brings new
clothes for her. But the uncle himself is not supposed
to attend the function that day. A hut is specially
erected for the purpose and after the girlis bathed, the
aunt leaves her there. There she is presented with eggs,
gingelly oil and sweetmeats. She has to remain in the
hut for 15 days observing pollution. During the period,
she gets frequent gifts of the above things from other
relations. On the sixteenth day, the uncle himself
visits the house and presents the girl with new clothes.
The girl is led to the tank, bathed and dressed up. She
also goes to the temple and then returns home. On
arrival at the house, the girl's uncle garlands her and a
‘ Nalangu song’ is sung by clderly ladies. Then the
girl enters the house and the ceremony ends with a
feast, '

Marriage

11. Among Thevars, uncle is the important person
whose consent is necessary for arranging marriages, On
the betrothal day, an auspicious day is fixed for the
wedding, after consulting an astrologer or an almanac.
In the early hours of the day of marriage, the bride-
groom goes to thehouse of the bride on horse-back fol-
lowed by his party. Frol there, they go to the temple
of Lord Vigneswarar (called Pillaiyar) and return. Some
preliminary ceremonies are performed by a Brahmin
priest.  If possible, people arrange for playing the ins-
trument Nathaswaram (long pipe). Tying of Thali
round the neck of the bride is supposed to be the most
important of the ceremony and after that they are
supposed to be husband and wife. The next day, the
bride’s party returns the visit by going to the bride-
groom’s village or house. Likewise, three visits are
exchanged. There is no separate ceremony like nuptial
and feasts are arranged on all these days.

Death ceremony \

12. On the death of a person, information is sent
quickly to all people related to the deceased. They all
come immediately bringing two measures of paddy and
oil. The normal practice is to cremate the dead body.
The dead body is shaved, bathed and decorated. It is
covered with a new cloth called KODI which is white
for males and red for females. The body is placed on
a bier and taken in procession to the burial ground,
Only men are allowed to accompany it. On the way,
fried rice is thrown on the body.- At the cromation

An Ambalakkaran family.
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ground, the bodyis placed on the pyre andrice is placed
on the mouth by everyone present. Each one pays
some amount to the barber who attends the function.
The eldest son, in the cace of father, and the youngest
son in the case of mother, sets fice to the body. After
that, he goes round the corpse with water pot on his
head. The pot is puactured and water flows on the
body of the son. Like that, he goes round thrice and
his body is drenched completely. After completing
this, the pot is broken. Relatives return to the tank
to take bath. Those going away after the ceremony

* should not take leave of the relatives of the dead.

After the bath, they wear new clothes which are han-
ded over by the barber. After the bath and wearing of
new clothes, the pollution is supposed to be removed.
On arrival at the house, the ladies take Arathi for the
boy who has set fire to the pyre. They smear him with
sacred ash and pour water on his feet. Then he enters
the house and is followed by others. Again, the next
day, the cremation ground is visited and ghee and milk
are,poured on the bones of the dead. They return to
the house after a bath in the tank. On the 16th day, a
ceremony known as Karumadhi takes place. The re-

latives assemble the previous night itself and all of

them bring some paddy. Next day, all.go to the tank
and after the bath, a Brahmin priest performs pooja to
the Gods and then they go to the teniple and return.
On the seventeenth day every one takes oil bath and a
feast follows and meat preparation is also served. This
brings the function relating to the death ceremony to a
close. .

-

Pallans o 3

.13. The Pallans of this village have claimed them-
selves as belonging to the sub-sect Kudumbans. There
are Hindu Kudumbans as well as the converts to
Christianity. There is a parish and a priest for the
Christian Kudumbans and they live in a separate place
apart from Hindu Kudumbans. These two Kudumbans
have no inter-relationship. Pallars are a class of
agricultural labourers found chiefly in Thanjavur,
Tirunelveli, Tiruchirapalli and Madurai districts. They
are found also in Salem and Coimbatore but in other

- districts, their nurhber is very small. The origin of the

name is traced to the word Pallam meaning a pit,
probably referring to their practice of standing on a

lower ground when members of the higher castes are’
* peresnt. Also, it is said that these people used to

cultivate low-lying wet lands and that the name is
derived from this practice. Even to-day Pallars are

‘mainly the tillers of the soil. They earn their living

by hard-work in agricultural fields. Many of them
are agricultural labourers serving the Thevar land-
lords. Usually, they inhabit a separate locality in the
village called Paracheri.

Birth customs

14. The purification ceremony after the birth or =
child takes place on the sixteenth day. Important
relatives are invited for the function. The uncle of
the child presents it with silver or gold ornaments.
The child is given new cloths also. The mid-wife who
attends to the birth of a child performs the preliminary
rituals, Ear-boring takes place after one year. The
expenses and grandeur of the function vary according
to the economic status of the people.

Paberty

15. The ceremony commences with the arrival of the
close relatives. The girl's uncle’s wife presents jaggery
and eggs after she is bathed and dressed. The period
of pollution lasts 16 days. The girl has to spend these
days in seclusion. On the sixteenth day, she is taken to
the tank, bathed, dressed and then she is presented with
silver or gold ornaments by the uncle. On arrival at
the house, she is asked to squat ona stone and the
maternal uncle’s wife fans-her with Margosa leaves.
Inside the house, she offers prayer in front of an oil
lamp and then the function ends with a feast. No
peculiar habits are noticed among Pallans as far as
marciage ceremonies are concerned,

Death ceremony

16. 1If the death is caused by natural causes, the
bodyisburnt and if it is due to some contagious disease
or by accident, it is buried. The relatives of the
deceased are received with Tamboolam (betel leaves
and nuts). The corpse is shaved, bathed and covered
with a new piece of cloth, white for men and red for
women. Then itis placed on a simple bier and taken
in procession by the sons of the deceased to the burial
ground. * Only men are allowed to accompany it. As
in the case of Thevars, after the body is placed on the
pyre, rice is placed on the mouth of the dead. The
next of kin who used to perform the ceremonies walks
round the corpse thrice with a water pot on his head.
He also sets fire to the pyre. They return home after
a bath. The cremation ground is visited the next day
and diluted milk and ghee are poured on the bongs,
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Asaris

17. Asari is also known as Kammalan. The name
Asari stands for the Artisan caste comprising Thattan,
(Goldsmith), Kollan (Blacksmith), Kannan (Brass
mason), Thatchan (Carpenter) and Kal Thatchan
(Stone Mason). In Vilangulam village, the Kammalans
belong’ to the goldsmith, carpenter and blacksmith
divisions, There are 22 Asari households of which three
are goldsmiths, six are carpenters and eight are black-
smiths, four are cultivators and oneisa cooly. The reason
for the deviation of five households from the traditional
occupation is that they are not able to find adequate
remuneration to maintain themselves and their family.
It is said that the name Kammalan is derived from
Kannalan or Kannalar both of which occur in Tamil
poems “ THONDAIMANDALA-SADAGAM "’ attribu-
ted to the famous poet Kamban., When an idolis
fixed at the temple, -towards the close of the ceremony
- the person who worked on the idol comes and carves
out the eye of the image. Kannalan means one who
gives the eyes, and hence the name of Kammalan to
the Artisan class. Probably because of the importance
of their occupation, the Asaris always occupy a higher
status in society. They claim that they are the descen-
dants of Viswakarma, the architect of the Universe,
ie.,- God himself. Tradition goes that God (Viswa-
karma) had five sons who took to five different.crafts.
Because of this, they wear sacred threads like Brahmins.
Normally, these people follow the same occupation,
generation after generation, and guard the secrets of
the trade. The children are trained by their own
parents and only for compelling reasons they give up
their traditional profession.

Goldsmiths

18. Goldsmith makes jewellery of gold and silver
for the villagers. There are three goldsmith house-
holds in the village. They have tiny workshops in
their houses. The toolsare the earthen pots, bellows
or iron pipes, tongs and some crucibles. These people
have work only during marriages or festivals.  They
are not earning enough and the introduction of the
- Gold Control Order has reduced their income still
further.

Kollan (Blacksmith)

19. The Blacksmith usually makes -agricultural
implements like fron blades for the plough (Kozhw),
Sickle (Aruval), Spade (Manverti), axe etc. He also
makes keys, knives and kitchen equipments ; he also

makes wheels for bullock carts. Due to the large size
of the articles manufactured and used, he sits under
the tree and works. A few hammers and bellows are
all that he needs for his work. Ploughing season and
harvest season are busy periods for the blacksmiths.
Unlike the goldsmith, he has got more work and more
income.

Carpenter

20. The village carpenter helps making the wooden
plough, handle for the spade, weaving tool, doors and
windows for houses, and bullock carts. A couple of
hammers, chisels and saw-blades are his tools. He
also sits under the shade of a tree and works. He has
got fairly good employment throughout the year.

Konars

21. Konars, otherwise known as Jdayars are
members of the shepherd class. The word ‘GO’ in
Sanskrit means cow and probably this is the origia of
the word Konar. The respectable profession carried
on by them gives them a higher status in the society
and even Brahmins have no objection to having milk
supplied by them. But their economic status is not
quite comfortable. In this village, most of them are
agricultural labourers and they are found in Ammani-
chatram. The Konars are otherwise known as Yadhavas
and they even claim their origin to Yadhava kings. They
are Vaishnavites and they belong to Yadhava group of
which Lord Krishna was the head in Hindu mythology:
Some sections among the group allow widow marriages
and divorce. Brahmins officiate as priests in functions
of many of the sects. Educationally, the community
is backward. Either they bury or burn the dead.
Some of them go by the title Pillai also. They aré
non-vegetarians but beef, pork and liquor are prohi-
bited for them.

Vellalas

22. There are 24 Vellala households having a popu-
lation of 103 persons. It includes large varieties of
castes distributed throughout the State butall go

under the common name of Vellalas. Felanmai in

Tamil means cultivation and so people who are cagaged
in cultivation came to be known as Vellalas. Vellalas are
divided into two main groups viz., vegetarians and non-
vegetarians. The Vellalas of Vilangulam village are
non-vegetarians. Actually, these people belong to
the category calied Shozhia Vellalas. Shozhia Velialas
are sub-divided into two other categorios viz., Kodikal
(cultivators of betel vines) and Kamakkilinastar

A Pandaram household of Ammanichatram,
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(inhabitants of Kanakkilinadu). The Vellalans of
this village are also agriculturists. They own a little
land though not as much as Thevars. Four families
went to Ceylon, worked as labourers and returned.
They follow Brahminical rituals and Brahmins
officiate as priest.

Ambalakksians

23. The word Ambalakkaran was formerly thought
to be a title of Kallans. But now they are treated as
a separate caste by themselves. They are mostly found
in Tiruchirapalli and Thanjavur districts, thougha
small proportion of them are also found in Salem,
Coimbatore, Madurai and Ramanathapuram districts.
They have the same status of social ranking as that of
Mughriyans and Kallans, The Valayars claim that
Ambalakkarans originate from them. In 1901 Census
of India, they were defined as a caste of cultivators
and village watchmen:. The upper sections of this
caste people call themselves as Pillais which term is
usually used by Vellalas. Others use the term Ambalak-
karans and Servaikars etc. There are 35 households
in this village and most of them are in the hamlet of

Ammanichatram. Most of them are agricultural

labourers. They are non-vegetarians; pork, beef and
liquor are stated to be prohibited. For them, marriage
is usually deferred until after puberty. Widow

‘ _ re-marriages are also permitted and divorce is not freely

allowed.

Pandarams

© 24, There are seven houschalds with a population

of 34. Pandarams are the priests for Non-brahmin
castes. Also there is a sub-gect called Andi Pandaram,
the traditional beggars. Theyare mostly non-vegtarians,
They aro also good cooks and got themselves
employed in that capacity. Nowadays people have
taken to other professions also. They do not allow
widow re-marriages. Sometimes they wear sacred
thread and officiate at the funerals of other Non-brahmin

castes.

Vannans

25. Vannans are traditional washermen. Ix? Vilan-
gulam village, there are five families. They are sup-
posed-to be socially inferior, as they wash the dirty
clothes of other caste people. Economically and
educationally, they are backward. Harijans have
their.own wesbermen known as Puthirai Vannans.
They allow divorces and widow remarriages. Polygamy

'

is also ';?ractised by this caste. Nowadays they are
ﬁndmg it more honourable and profitable to settle
down in towns and carry on their profession.

Ambattans

26. The Ambattans are traditional barbers. Like
Vannans, they are also socially regarded as inferior. .
They go by the names of Navithan, Pariyari, Pandi-
than etc. They allow widow remarriages. Economi-
cally and educationally, they are very backward.
The women of this caste act as midwives in local
maternity cases. Sometimes they also_render service
in social functions. Sometimes, they dabble in medi.
cines also. In Vilangulam village, these people are
found sitting under way-side trees awaiting the arrival
of their customers. Of the four households, three
carry on the traditional profession while the fourth is
a widow, who works as a cooly.

Kuaravans

27. They are a gypsy tribe found all over Madras
State. Secldom they settle down permanently in any
place. Two Kuravan families in Ammanichatram
Jhamlet have been there for the past five generations.
They are engaged in basket making, tattooing and
fortune telling which are their-traditional occupations.

| Dwellings

28. Out of the 308 houses, in the village, 8 are
terraced, 22 have Mangalore tiles, 40 have straw or
grass and 238 have roof with coconut or palm leaves. .
This last category is the most common material for
roofing. Asbestos or Zinc sheets, country tiles are not
generally used. The terraced houses belong to the
Thevar Communities. Even most of the Mangalore tiled

A thatched dwelling
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houses belong to them. The most common material for
walls is mud, 285 out of 308 using it. Bricks are used
by 22 houses of which 14 belong to Thevars. As far as
flooring is concerned, 276 houses have only mud floor.
Cement flooring is found in 18 thatched houses and
14 houses belong to the other communities putting
together. Thus from the point of view of the
material for roof, floor and wall, we find that only
houses of Thevars are better off. 210 houses have no

regular rooms, 76 houses have only one room, 19 havé
two rooms and dOnly four houses have three rooms,
785 persons live in the 210 houses with no regular
rooms. 344 persons live in single room houses. Thus
only 118 persons have the benefit of houses with
two or three rooms. This depicts a very sorry state of
affairs because the major portion of the population of
the village is crowded in small buildings with no
amenities. '

TABLE No. 11

- House Types

No. of bouses with

I::ﬁsgg '_i No. of houses wit& the roofs made ot; . wans‘built of . :lo. of hfum with
Community 10;21;5? Terraced Country Mangalore Stgw osgg?l‘:;i'a Mud Bricks Stone Mud Cement )
community houses tileg tiles grass leaves . floor floor
Pallar 70 | 1 59 70 70 o
Thevar 67 8 9 13 37 3. 14 49 18
AmSalakkaran 35 34 34 | 1 34 1
Vellals 24 5 3 16 21 3 - 20
Asari 2 2 6 14 22 20
Konar ' 16 16 16 16 .
Nadar K 2 5 T
Pandaram 7 o1 6 6 1 - 5 2
Vanoan .. 5. . - . 1 4 L s .
Brahmia 4 3 1 2 1 1 3 1
Ambattan 4 1 1 2 4 o . 4 .
Naidu 4 . o 4 4 4
Chettiat 4 2 2 2 2 1 3
Kuravan 2 .- v 2 2 2 .
Mudaliyar 1 v 1 1 o 1
Parayap 1 . . 1 1 . . 1 .
Chakkiliyan 1 . 1 | I
" Puthirai Vannan | N 1 (O 1.
Christian Pallar 3 “ve 1 30 g 31 oo K} | “
»  Nadar 1 ™ 1 1 . i § e
Athiest . T . 1 1 1
. Totsl %8 s .. 2 @0 238 W 2 1w ;-

A Christian woman of the Harijan caste.
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TABLE No. Il

Households by number of rooms and by nnm‘ber' of persous

Househéldl Households  Houscholds Households Households

N T
- - o e o e ——
I R DT D D
- B R
Pallsr 70 4 286 6 260 4 1T i e e e
Thevar 61 6 05 22 76 8 118 13 S5 4 2%
' Ambalakkaran s 8 134 28 bt T 033 e e e e e
Vellala 24 20 103 8 26 12 S2 L
Asari 22 5 86 17 56 5 30 .
Konar 16 1 a8 15 45 103 e me e e
Nadar 7. . 32 T 32 e e e e e e e
Pandaram 7 3 4 4 17 317 e e e e e e
Vannan 5 .6 o2 e e 41615 e e e e
s s 30 - 5030w e e e e e
4 2 10 2 4 6 e
4 16 4 16 v e e e e e e
4 5 B, 3 16 A T
2 6 2 6w e e e e e aeam
1 4 1 4 e e e e e e e e
£ 1 121 30 M7 1 4 e e e e el
The dhoby woman belonging to the Ekali caste. ’
1 - 4 1 4w e e e e e e e
1 2 e e 12w e e e
09 121 L,47  210 TS %6 M4 19 %2 4 2% . ..
. > R
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29. The floor area of most of the house is abou_t
100 sq. ft. only. If a family of five members is to

share this house, one gets hardly 20 sq. ft. for his use.

In this limited area, the kitchen and the bedrooms
have to be accommodated. There is only a very low
door way for most of the houses. One has to bend to
enter the building. There are no windows or venti-
lators to admit light or air. There is darkness inside
the house at day time. Bath rooms are almost
unknown to these people. There are no latrines and

the cattle is also tied in the open near the house. The
floor is smeared with cowdung, sometimes polished
with charcoal powder. Many of the roofs are leaky

RS
g

during the monsoon season. The materials used for
roofing are highly inflammable and thus add to the
dangerof those living in these houses, The terraced
houses are the dwellings of Thevar Mirasdars, They
have a couple of rooms, an open courtyard Mutram,
and an open verandah all round Thazwaram and

Another thatched dwelling

there is also a compound wall and some space in front
and in the back. Cattle shed is found in a separate
structure at the back yard. These houses are better
ventilated and more comfortable,

A typical hut — Not: the low cntrance.

ROOM
i s i
a00M ) =) C
1 ] _
K : HALL
Ground plan of a hyt . . . ] | -

Ground pian of another single roomed hut

Another type of huts thatched with coconut leaves.
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reinforced by straw to prevent leakage.

3

The roof of the hut The dwellings of affuent Thevars.



A tiled house.
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House plan

20. Huts are constructed without any plan and are
finished in a very short time. A few poles are pitched
"to form a square or a rectangle. Mud walls are erected
embedding the poles in them. Clay and red sands
are the materials used for wall. Thereafter a few
poles, bamboo sticks are tied in a slanting position,
fastened to the original poles. The houses have been
thatched with straw or grass or palm lcaves. The
next step is to prepare the flooring with cowdung;
sometimes charcoal is used to give a polish. There
are no separate drains or wells for these houses. Wells
which are commonly found in villages are absent here
because the water is brackish.

Material colture

31. Anotherindioator to the prosperity of the people is
the material assets that they possess. Hurricane lanterns
are available in 163 households. This is inevitable in
‘an unelectrified village like Vilangulam. Even this,
only half the number of house-holds have. This itself -
is sufficient indication of the economic backwardness
of the people. More costlier things like petromax and
torches are found in 7 and 37 households respectively.
Kerosene stove is used by2 households. Bicycles and
radio sets are available in'2 and 4 houscholds respec-
tively. Only 2 households are using mosquito nets and
even soap is not used by 53 households. Villagers have

. not acquired anything substantial during the last five

ROOM
1
i T AN
= C
u
AL ['l KITCHEN
Ground, plan of a spacious hut

years. Again itis found that most of the:ocostlier -

things have been bought by Thevars. Tables and chairs
are not very popular. A few households use coir cots
or benches. For cooking purposes, mud pots are pre-
ferred, as they are cheap and easily available. It is only
richer people who use brass vessels and stainless steel

utensils for cooking. Water is usually brought in metal

‘pots. The people usudlly sleep on the floor or in the

verandah, if thereis one. Perhaps they are aware of
these comforts but the economic conditions prevent
them from going in for them,
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Household utensils and articles ' ' | : S TABLE No. IV - .
. ) ‘ Possession of consumer goods
No. of households possessing ' -
Commniy - THmie P Bapmih Kewee o
Pallar ) _‘ ) 29 3
Thevar . ‘ 52 6 20 2 1 4
Ambalakkaran ’ 17 1 .
Vellala 16 ' 2
‘ Asari ‘ 9 1 2
Konar 5 e
Pandaram 7 3 1 R
Brahmin . 5 B 2 e
Household utensils made of mud Attukal made of stons used for grinding Ambattan . 2 . “ -
= Naidu 4 1
Chettiar 4 1
Kﬁnwun 1 e
Mudaliyar
Parayan . © e ote
Chakkiliyan o
"Puthirai Vannan ose
Christian Pallar 7 "
“ . Nadar 1 - o
Atheist 1 1
- ' Total 163 7 » 2 2 4

Ural, a wooden mortar Domestic utensils -
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TABLE No. V

Furniture and consumer goods acquired in past five years

No. of houscholds which acquired furniture

" No. of houscholds which acquired consumer goods

Total 3 2 3 1

Community Bench Chair  Almirah Mirror Cot Bl?;tlftr Y Radio Hl::ti:?: © P;:: ) Kigg:x;ne
Pallar 3 14
Thevar 3 2 2 1 1 15 3 3 4 1
Ambalakkaran 1 5 .o
Vellala - 1 1 2 . o
Asari | 2 4 1 .-

' Konar 2 .
Naidu 1 . vee ue
Christian Pallan 2 ses o
Atheist ‘ 1

2 .25 3 30 ] 1

Dress and ornaments

32, Generally, older men wear dhoties and women
wear sarees with or without blouses. Young men wear
dhoti and shirt. Boys wear half pants, banyans and
shirts. Young women wear cholies and bodice, made
of handloom, cotton varieties or artificial silk. Elder
men also wear an upper cloth called 4ngavastram.
Cloth is purchased from Peravurani, Pattukkottai and

Ear ornaments ¢

Mattal, Kammal
and Thongattam

Ear ornaments :
Koppu, Thattu, Poochikoodu

Aranthangi. The saree is 8 or 9 yards for older Jadies
and 6 yards for younger ones. Hindu women other

than widows wear Thilakam (crimson mark on the fore-

head). Gold and silver ornaments are worn by richer
ladies. Ornaments are chain, necklace, ear-rings, nose
screws, bangles and kolusu (anklets in silver). The
necklace and ear-rings are usually studded with rubies
or other precious stones. Poor people wear only ear-
studs, anklets and bangles made of rubb’er or glass,

Different types of ear ornaments :
(Kammal, Thattu, Koppu etc,.) -

VILANGULAM

Oruaments (contd.)

Neck ornaments : Saradu and Thali

A neck ornament : Saradu

Thali worn by Christian Pallar women

15




16

Thali worn by Thevars

VILLAGE SURVEY

Ornaments (contd.)

A village woman with oraaments,
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Ornaments (contd.)

Thali of Thevar community

Kappu : An ankiet

Collecting spring water,

V-3
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Diet

33. The village is situated in Thanjavur district which
is known as the granary of South India. So, the entire
population takes rice. It is because rice is cheap. The
majority of the population are non-vegetariansand only
five Brahmins and one Thevar households are vege-
tarians. The entire population takes more than one
meal per day. Nearly one half of the population takes
two meals and the other three meals or more.

The Pallars (Hindu and Christian) who work in the
fields take 3 meals whereas Thevars and Vellalars take
2 meals. Usually, the working class have cold rice in
the morning and go to the fields. They have cold or
hot gruel in the noon and full hot meal at night. The
other classes have breakfast in the morning which usually
consists of rice or preparations like 1ddli or Thosai.
They have meals at noon and night. Fish, and sea-crab
are quite popular. Bread and buns are served in hotels.

. Otherwise wheat is not popular. The cooking medium
is generally groundnut oil and coconut oil is also used.
Hydrogenated oil is not popular. The more common
beverage is tea. Beef is commonly used by Parayans;
pork and beef are prohibited for others. Liquor is also
prohibited and illicit distillation is not prevalent.

The food habits are not balancedand essential items
like milk, egg etc., are not consumed in sufficient quan-
tities. Even vegetable production is inadequate and
large areas are lying vacant which could be profitably

used for vegetable cultivation, The children are also
under-nourished. .

Health and sanitation

34. The people are generally healthy. They take bath
at least once a day in the number of tanks found in the
village. The village lacks general cleanliness. There is
no drainage system and dirty water is let on to the
streets. There isno latrine facility in the houses and open
space is used. Cholera, typhoid, malaria, leprosy and
such dangerous discasesare not prevalent in the village.
Smallpox makes an appearance during summer and
that too has been brought under control. The Death
Register reveals that deaths are due to old age and
unidentified fever. There are no medical facilities in the
village or nearby. There is no registered hospital or
even private medical practitioner. The nearest hospital
is at Perumagalur which is three miles away. There is a
qualified doctor in the dispensary. People prefer to go
to Peravurani hospital though it is 12 miles away. This
is probably because there is not even a mud road to
Perumagalur. There are three private doctors it Pera-
vurani. There are some Honorary Medical Practitioners
and they are consulted for minor ailments. Peculiarly
enough, there are no lady doctors.  Taking women to
hospital for confinement is a little expensive because
of the distance and hence they do not generally resort
to it. Most of the confinements take place at home
with the assistance of unqualified attendant. Patients
requiring immediate medical attention are taken by
cart and sometfmes even by hired cabs.

Community

Pallar
Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala
Asari
Konar
Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan
Brahmin
Ambattan
Naidu
Chettiar
Kuravan
Mudsliyar
Parayuﬁ

Chakkiliyan

Puthirai Vannan -

Christian Pallar

w Nadar

Atheist

e on-. Total

VILANGULAM
TABLE No. VI
Diet and food Xabits

No. of households taking

Frequency of meals

~-

144
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CHAPTER It
POPULATION

Population trend

35. Vilangulam is a small village with an area of
3'10 sq. miles. The population according to 1961
Census is 1,260. At the time of survey it was 1,247
comprising 635 males and 612 females. The popu-
lation of 1951 was 1,198 consisting of 623 males and 575
females. The population has thus recorded an increase
of 4'1 per cent during the decade 1951-1961. The
increase is low compared to the Pattukkottai taluk figure
of 11-25 and the Thanjavur district figure of 8-82. The
following is the Birth and Death statistics for the
village during the decade :

Births and deaths during 1950-60

YEAR , Bil;ths DeaJtth  Net
. M F T M F T increase
1950 10 9 19 8 6 14 -+ 5
1951 . Not Available
1952 18 9 27 7 8 15 + 12
1953 6 9 15 9 7 16 _— 1
1954 14 7 20 10 7 17 + 4
1955 10 6 16 4 5 9 + 7
1956 10 11 21 9 7 16 +_ 5
1957 3 5 8 6 6 12 - 4
1958 4 8 12 3 2 5 + 7
1959 .4 8 12 1 2 3 + 9
1960 3 5 8 4 3 1 + 1
Total 82 77 159 61 53 114 4+ 45

Migration .
36. The natural increase for the village will thus

"work out to 384 whereas the actual increase is-

41 per cent. The Vital Statistics maintained by the
Village Officers are quite dependable. So the discre-
pancy is not due to any error. There has been some
immigration into the village in the past decade i.e.,
people from the dryareas of Ramanathapuram district
move over to the adjoining districts when monsoon
fails. A small proportion of these people has come
to Vilangulam village also and that is the reason for
the'slight difference between the actual increase in
population and the natural increase in population.

Density _
37. The density of population in this village works

out to 400 per sq. mile. This is considerably low when’

compared to the district rural figure of 866 per sq.
mile and the taluk rural figure of 714 per sq. mile.
This is due to the location of the village near sea-shore
where the soil is inferior to that prevailing in interior
villages. There are no channels or other means of
river irrigation. The village is not easily accessible
cither by road or by rail. All these put together do
not attract heavy concentration of population. This
also explains the lower rate of increase of population

in this village.

Sex ratio

38. The sex ratio appears to be balanced at present.
It works out to 1,006 as per 1961 Census. In 1951,
the sex ratio was 926. As per 1961 Census, the sex
ratios for Pattukkottai Taluk and Thanjavur district
are 999 and 1,016 respectively. Thus the sex ratio of
this village is found to conform more or less to the
pattern of the taluk and the district. Taking the
various communities we find that among Thevars,
there are 133 females as against 142 males, among
Ambalakkarans there are 65 females against 69 males,
and among Hindu Pallans 134 females against 152 males.
In the case of Asaris, however, there are more females
i.e., 47 against 39 males. Among Christians also
there are more females than males. But taking the
village as a whole, there are 612 as against 635 and

* hence the balance in sex ratio.

Marital status

39. Taking the village as a whole, we find that
421 per cent of the population are ‘ Never married’,
487 per cent are ‘ Married’, 81 per cent are widowed
and 1°12 per cent ‘Divorced or Separated’. The
percentage of ‘Never married’ people does not vary
very much between the various communities, the range
being 3745 per cent for Thevars as the minimum and
456 per cent for Vellalas as the maximum. The
variation in the category ‘ Married’ is also not very
much, the lowest being 44 per cent for Ambalakkarans
and the highest being 505 per cent for Thevars. The
proportion of people whose partners have died
varies from 6'67 per cent to 12'5 per cent. The
variation is marked in this category. ‘Divorced or
Separated’ people are nmot found among Asaris,
Konars and other communities. But they arcas high
as.4'48 per cent among Ambalakkarans, No particulas
reasons have been given for this in the village.
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Age and marital status

40. Of the 72 males and 46 females returned as‘ Never
married ’ among Hindu Pallars, there is no one above
the age of 30. And there are- only 10 males and 2
females above the age of 20. Thus we find that most of
the people returned as ¢ Never married * belong to the
lower age groups. Only six females below 20 are mar-
ried. Similarly, widowed, separated or divorced peo-
ple are found mainly in the age groups above 35. Thus
the marital status is found to be in accordance with the
natural factors of age only. Among Thevars, 63 males,

" and 40 females are * Never married ’ and they are all
found to be in the age groups below 24. There are no
married people below 14 and only 7 married females are
below 20. Similarly, widowed, divorced or separated
people are mainly in the age groups above 35. This
trend in Pallars and Thevars is found to repeat
itself in the case of other commuities as well. Child
- marriage is not prevalent in this village and especially
men are found to marry beyond the age of 20. Divorce
and separation though theoretically permitted are not
found to be resorted to by most of the communities.
It is also found thatin almost all the castes unmarried

males exceed unmarried girls. Most of the parents aré
very much interested in marrying off their daughters,
Even now marriage is quite expensive and a major
“ share of the expenses falls on the bride’s father. Yet
we find that in most cases, married females exceed
marricd males. The marital status community-wise
has been given on pages 23 to 29.

Literacy and education

41, Taking the village as a whole, of the 635 males,
43 per cent are literates and of the 612 females 8:7 per
cent are literates. Among Pallars 30'3 per cent of males
and 6 per cent of females are literates. Among Thevars,
52 per cent of males and 10'5 per cent of females,
among Ambalakkarans 6:39 per cent of males and
6 per cent of females, and among Vellalas 62 per cent
of males and 6-7 per cent of femalesare literates. Thus
we find that literates exist in the village and literacy rate
is uniformly good among males, maximum being among
Vellalas and minimum being amongst Asaris. Females
belonging to Thevar and Brahmin confnunities are
found to be very progressive from the literacy point
of view.

TABLE No. X
Literacy and education .
Literate Primary  Matric 1ater-
Total without or or mediate
Popultion  ierie  edusfonsl W oy piic. e
Community Age group ra - 5 ~ 8-\ — r \ ,-—’-ga ,-—k:; ,-_.u.g e
25 %f 5§ 2% 1% 171 3% 3%
& = & s ! 8 52 & § B § Moo
a) @ 3G @ ® ® o @ O Coan (12313 q9as ;. 18 an
Pallar All ages 2% 152 134 106 126 37 8 8 . 1 ser
0—4 25 18 1 17 1
5—9 28 16 12 7 12 9 e e e e .o -
10—14 2 13 19 5 1 8 8  wiowe e . e .
15—19 27 15 12 9 12 1. 5 " v e .
20—24 25 14 11 9 11 2 . 3., e
25—29 2 12 10 6 10 5 e
3034 23 5 18 3 18 2. - sor
3544 0 21 2 21 2B 6 vei e e e e e e e e
45—59 B 26 13 23 13 3 e ke e e e e e s sar
60 & over 15 6 9 [ 9 e o e ees e s o s e

¢y

Thevau

Ambalakkaran

Vellala

3034
3544
45—59
60 & over

All ages
C—1
$—9

1014

15=19

2024

25—-29

30--34

3544

60 & over

103

14

10
11

12

12
13

0]

142
16
16

13

10
15
10
14
12
21
15

69

w
(-

-~ 0

N I I -

~ N O W WO B o N g

W N 9 RN A g N

VILANGULAM

.Table No. X (contd.)

®)

133
13
16

8
10
12
15

5
18
23
13

-
("]

©

o
N

e a0 = AN ON WY

22

U}

118
13
6
5
10
12
14
4
18
23
13

-0 WV UA oW oa D

w oo S

W W & =

® © 10 a1 123y

58 14

—

10
3

~} 00 00 Y WU A N 93 O
e . .

------

LY T N S L - .Y
: .

~
w
w

W N W A o

------

......

------

oooooo

......

......

......

a9 as s a7

oooooooooooo

------

------

............

------

...... *ee ot

------------

(11

cccccc

88 des  aes 440



32

Asari

Kenar

Nadar

K¢}

@

All ages
0—4
5—-9
10-—-14
15—19

20—24
25—29

3034

35—44

4559

60 & over

All ages

35—44
4559
60 & over

All ages

45—59
60 & over

- N O W W wuaN

&)

"86

14

o 0 B b wanw s B

2

»

@

W
A -}

N
R B e e N e W

-

18

N W S W R s e W

Table No. X (contd.)

&)

>
~

S S T S SEE - WU BRI

25

NN W

N G N = e

VILLAGE SURVEY

()

28
3

)

Nua\n-—‘-——-—“wa nunNmu'—uwg

T W W N -

~ - N

@ O 0 (an A3

ves

3

(149 @s)

. .
ees  see
Y]

e

s e
.o aee
sen ..

.

YY)

YT T TY
ses  eee
LYY T 1)
e ses
ere  see
..

LTI T 1
LLTT T
v [
ess  wes
see .
LY TRy
aw eee
eoe

see 0
see  e0n
ass  ese
sse  eed
TEEY
sse  wes
ses  eee
soe  ooe
[ITEE 11

(16) (17

sas  eee
eee o
ooe

(114 (114
. ..
..

ese  see
[T 1)
*0e (11 ]
. eoe
v

.

e
eee  see
ey
L1 T YYY
(1YY e
”°” L
LTI
sse oo

ate
(11} e
oos v
. .

.. L1

L11]
see L1 R
L1123 (11]
oy veo

Pandaram

Vanpan

Erahmin

a)

2) &)}

All ages 34
C—4
5—9
1014
15—19
20—24
25—29
3034
35—a4
45-39

w & o

-~ B = W

60 & over 1

All sges 21

A

|

-4
N - N

45—59
60 & over

?
2
NN U NN N

All ages 30

1014
15—19
2024
2529

VN W wn W

[ 33

35—44
4559
60 & over

- A N W

@

W s s

p—

S N e = D

ViLANGULAM

Table No. X (contd.)

&)

Lo T

N mn e

© )

—

N s e e e

® (9 a0 an A3 14

9

cos

4 .

3

2 (XX}

[T
. .
. ase

[IT AT

LTI YT
. .ee

[
sed

Y

aoe

s

3



34 VILLAGE SURVEY VILANGULAM

Table No. X (contd.) ‘ Table No. X (contd.)

M @ B @O © O ®O )ay 1y aHun e an W B m W e ® D ®® 0a) apan s 16

Ambattan All ages 10 s 3 s 2 . e e s oo
0—4 2 es see  ses see  sss ase  ase eve  ese  wes
5—9 B O
10—14 S S e v e e e e e .
15—19

20—24

Kuravan - All ages 6 3 3 3 3

N w
N

10—14 ) R ] 1
15—19 1 | S | R
20—24 1 1. 1 ..

1
25—29 l l . . l . ses  ene e  oee LTI T 1) soe  ans
2529 e an cee ase . eee .
30—34 1 1) l " l . Yy LTI Y ser 89O , e eve L 111
35—44 l 113 l e 1 . oon ses  see e eve we e ose o0
3544 2 i 1 1 1
45—59 2 l l ‘ l Xy . ess  see e eee .o . ese oo
m & over ane L11) ALl ase et e LYY .. 288 ”s (11 L i1d L1110 "0 (137

60 & over 1 1 - 1

Naidu Ana‘“ 16 6 lo 4 8 l 2 l Ty ses  eee e o0 ves  vee
0—4 2 1 1 1 1 o e oo et ) Mudaliyar Allages ‘ 7 4 3 3 3 oy

10—14 l ' oee l e . . o R 5.9 2 2 Ry l e l sen 00 e

1519 e 10-14 b 1 e e e e
15—19 - — -
%M l l (1] .0 .0 L] l (123 L11] L e 290 1114 (11
20~—24 ass . ase [V YT

2529 -
voss . . - Lo U,
s 1 . e e e e

1

w a over s l l . . een o0 s e soe [ LTI TYY 60 & over

Chelﬁll Au ““ 23 ll 12 5 12 2 oo 3 e 1 LX) " e [TT I Panyan ‘ A" ages 4 2 2 2 2 ’ .
0—4 6 1 5 1 5 o e e s s s e s bes ses 0—4 o
5—9 . sve ase poe TS ser  eee ase  ese ses  see see  eos ses  see . ' 5‘—9 - ave . »  ese Yy . YY) .
10—14 2 l l Iy ‘ s s l een ose oo e sep LI 1] ‘0—14 1 l l )
15—19 3 3 .. e T v 15—19 1 1 1 oo
20_24 2 1 1 oo 1 s e 1 .. e e LTINS ses oo | 2024 i N ' ) e et see (LTINS
25—29 11 I v me e e v e e e e e e ' 2529 " : P o
3034 2 oo 2 . 2 s wee es o0 LITR T . L 30—34 - o e e e soe e *r  sam
35-.44 l .o ‘ ase l sse  wes ose  son e sve L T} [T T1] 3‘.-—44 - - - - o - N T .
45_59 5 ‘ l 2 l 2 os ese  ave e oee LI 1Y ] sum  soe | ' 4-5_59 "2. “l. "1. .'I. l o - - ' -
60 & over | 1 .. 1 - . e aer ees eee e . . an

60 & over - ver ete . e ore  ope e e e vee cer  eer



36

4))
Chakkiliyan

Puthirai Vannan®

Christian Pallar

@

All ages
0—4
5—9

10—14

15—19

2024

2529

30—34

35—44

45—59

60 & over

All ages

All ages
c—4
5~9

10—14

15—19

20—24

2529

3034

35—44

45—59

60 & over

&)

vee

121

10
17
15
10
12
13
10
14
15

L7
-

—_ 0 W A kAW

®

. .
e 1t o

—

—
= w 3

D N N w0 g W O

©)

u&u“'z

- W S N W N

VILLAGE SURVEY

(o)
~N

O R ™ T BV SR R ]

- Table No. X (Contd.)

®)

(10) (1 A (Y

err  eoe (114
oson
see
......
[ L1y
sen
oo
ses  sea
sor .
) .
v
soe
(11
XTI .o
. oss
. ase
o vor aee
eoe oos
aee ore
2 .

l .t ate

1 . s
ot oy e
.o con

e . o8
cos s .
.

oge ¢ ree

4 (15

------

(16) (4N

------

......

......

e

VILANGULAM k¥

Table No. X (Contd.)

m () @ @ O

Christian Nadar All ages 4 1 3
0—4 1 . 1
5—9 1 .. 1

10—14
1519 e eee
20—24 1 .. 1
2529
30—-34 - 1 1 ..
3544
4559 e
60 & over
Athsist All ages 2 1 1
0— 4 e e ee
5=9
10—14 .-
15—19 o
2024 1 1
25—-29 “w e .
3034 1 1 .
35—44 e
45—59 we e s
60 & over e e e

42. Nearly 26°1 per cent of the village population are
literates as per our survey. In 1951 Census, it was 22-3
per cent. Thus there is a small increase of 4 per cent
during the decade. This is due to the fact that an
Elementary School was started in 1954. The school
at Ammanichatram has been there since 1938 which
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3 e se ’ e
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is about 2miles away from the village and this distance
should have prevented children from going there. It
18 also due to the propaganda for clementary education
gnade by Community Development Programme. One
important conclusion from this is that proximity to
the school has a positive effect on the increase in
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literacy and education. There is only one graduate in
this village and this is probably the highest qualification
attained by any one in this village. Two Thevars
(males) have studied upto Intermediate. Among Pallars
there is only one who has passed Matriculation.
Among Thevars, Ambalakkarans, Vellalas, Asaris and
Konars, there are no Matriculates. There are two Matri-
culates among Brahmins and one among Chettiars. Thus
the literate population of the village have only the
ability to read and write without any particular educa-
tional standard. A fair proportion has studied in
private or Basic school. Thus from the point of
education, the village presents a sorry state of affairs.
Even to-day the emphasis is on agriculture and parents
still feel that itis profitable to send the children to
fields for work. But our enquiries show that people
have realised the importance of education and
hereafter children may be sent to Perumagalur or
Peravurani for higher education. The school in the
Vilangulam village is located ina new building but
the one at Ammanichatram is still located in Chatram
building. It lacks furniture and other essential equip-
ment., The school at Vilangulam has been upgraded
into Higher Elementary School! from the academic
year 1952-1953. The school at present is under the
control of the Panchayat Union at Sethubavachatram,

Type of family.

43. A study of the type of family is to analyse the
fact whether the old joint family system is still popular
in the villages. A simple family is one with one
married couple and their unmarried children. The
joint family is one having more than one married
couple with or without their unmarried children. Inter-
mediate family is one with one married couple and
their unmarried children and other unmarried relatives,
Of the total 309 houscholds, 174 are simple, 55
intermediate, 34 joint and 45 other types. Families
not coming under the above three categories are
included in ¢ others’., (Table No. XI.)

Taking the figures communitywise, we find that out of
70 Hindu Pallars households, 42 are simple, 12 inter-
mediary, 8 joint and 8 others. Among 67 Thevar
households 26 are simple, 18 intermediary, 12 joint
and 11 others. Among Ambalakkarans out of 35
households, 19 are simple, 6 intermediary, 2 joint and
8 others.. As for Asaris are concerned, ‘14 households
are simple, 5 intermediary, one joint and two -others.
Thus we find that majority of the families are of the
simple type in practically all the castes. The proportion
of joint families is very low (11 per cent). The
trend is definitely towards the disintegration of .

families and the abolition of joint family system.
This is mainly an agricultural village and the density
of population is not very heavy. This together with
the absence of any industry or other profession which
normally binds various members of the family together,
all contribute to the disintegration of the joint family
system. The breaking point, usually, is the marriage
of a hitherto unmarried member. It gives them more
freedom to do things whatever they want after they
settle separately.

Size of the family

44, ‘Single member family’ is 17 in number with
a population of 17. There are 126 households having
two or three members and their total population is 323,
Families having four to six members are 130 and their
total population is 625, There are 32 families having
seven to nine members and their total population is 241,
There are four households with more than 10 members
and their total population is 41, (Table No. XII.)

Thus we find that 256 households i.e., 82 per cent of

- the households have two to six members. The average

size of the household in the village is four. The average
size of the household among the predominant
communities of the village is as follows.

Hindu Pallars 40
Thevars 4'1
Ambalakkaran 38
Vellala 43
Konars 37
Christian Pallar 39

Thus Thevars, Vellalas and Hindu Pallars have slight,
larger sized families.

Settlement History

45. Settlement history is-to find out the number
of generations for which each household has been
staying in the village. Among Hindu Pallars, 49
households have been staying there even before 5
generations. 14 houscholds are 4 to 5generations old.
Six households between2 to 3 generations and one
household has come in the present generation. One
husband and wife have migrated to'this village from
Ramanathapuram district. As far as Thevars are
concerned, 29 households are 5 generations old, 22
households between 4 and 5 generations, 9 households
between 2 and 3 generations and 7 houssholds in the
present generation. Five of them migrated from
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TABLE No. XI
Types of families

Types of families
Total No. of - i —

_ Community households Simple Intermediate Joint Others
m 2) 13) 4 &) 6
Pallar ‘ 0 42 12 8 - 8
Thevar 67 26 18 12 i
Ambalakkaran 35 19 6 2 8
Vallala 24 14 3 3 4
Asari 22 14 5 1 2
Konar < 16 1 1 ' “ 4
Nadar 7 5 . 2
Pandaram 7 6 1
L] )
) Vannan 5 ’ 3 1 1
Brahmin 5 3 1 1
Ambattan 4 2 2
Naidu 4 3 1
Chettiar | 4 1 2 1
Kuravan 2 1 ‘
) 1
Mudaliyar 1 1
The school children at their mid-day meal. sor o e
Parayan 1 1 |
Chakkiuyan l (X1) 1
Puthirai Vannan 1 1
Christian Pallar 31 20 5 3 3
+»  Nadar 1 1
. Atheist 1 1
Total 309 174 55 34 ‘46




VILLAGRE SURVEY

TABLE No. XII

Size of household

Ramanathapuram district, one from Tiruchirapalli
and the other from Tirunelveli district. 14 households
of Ambalakkarans have been there for 5 generations, 15
for 4to 5 generations and 6 for 2 to 3 generations, There

VILANGULAM _ 41

- Tiruchirapalli and Tanjore districts. As stated elsewhere,

these migrations have been from the dry taluks of
Ramanathapuram and Tiruchirapalli districts and even
from Thanjavur district. East Ramanathapuram areas

Single member 2.3 members 4-6 members 7-9 members 10 members & over - have been no recent arrivals. Six Christian Pallar are very much depended upon monsoon. If monsoon
et ~ — ~ I Ay . houscholds have arrived in the village in the present fails, the working population of that area has to move
3 8 3 g2 3 % 3 2 '% 3 % 2 3 generation of which one is from Ramanathapuram out and seek livelihood in wet areas. They usually
. Total No. of & = § % = % & = 4 § -‘g z § district and the others are from the neighbouring come with bag and baggage and also by driving their
Community pouseholds § o 2 = 2 ) § o 3 "‘ villages of Thanjavur district. Eight Vellalas have arrived sheep. Sheep-penning is also a sourceof income for
s T = = = in the present generation, one from Trichy, one from them. Many of them try to return back to their
Tanjore and six from Ceylon. Of the five immigrants native districts when conditions there improve. " But
6)) @ @ @G 6 (M ® ® (o) (n (12, (13) 14) a3 (16) an among Asaris, in the present generation, one is from some of them settle down in other districts also. Thus
Ramanathapuram district and the others belong to we find that 47 households having a total membership
Pallar 70 4 2 2 26 35 32 34 82 81 5 26 16 1 7 3 Thanjavur district. Among other communities also, of 205 have settled down in this village during the
migration has been mainly from Ramanathapuram, present generation. :
Thevar 67 5 2 3 26 37 29 28 68 71 6 28 19 2 10 1 :
Ambalakkaran 35 2 1 1 16 22 19 14 34 34 s 12 1
Vellala 24 1 1 10 16 1 8 21 16 4 15 13 1 6 4
' TABLE No. XIit .
Asari 22 1 1 1 14 15 7 15 17 3 10 14 .
Konar 16 12 14 14 3 6 7 1 3 4 Settlement History
2 3 4 11 7 1 4 4 .
Nadar 7 3 Beforo S Between4-5 Botween 2-3 Ono Present
Pandaram 7 1 1 1 1 1 2 5 5 3 1 10 gencrations  generations  generations  gemeration  genesation
] h o0 o )
1 4 9 9 ve v
Vannan 5 2 1 2% 3 2 3 3 s .
Brahmin 5 4 12 11 1 5 2 Community g -§ . s .§ _% § . g ,§ § P Places from which migrated
B : 1] 11
Ambattan 4 1 1 2 2 3 t 3 1 g m § [ ﬁ & = § = & _ g
Naidu 4 2 2 3 2 47 (D) @ Q@® OME OWAan DA 49 16 an )

H 9 7 l 2 5 [TY] .
Chettiar 4 3 Pallar 0 49106 91 14 34 31 6 11 11 e 1011 Ramanathapugam district
Kuravao 2 1 123 Thevar 67 9 504 22585 9218 w w7 W 13 1 Kalambam, Alaokudi taluk,

1 4 3 : y district.
Mudaliyar 1 2. Pappankulam, Ramapatha.
uram district.
Parayan 1 .o 1 2 2 o 3 di.trig:r’ Ramanathaoumm
iliyan 1 1 2 e 4 lianduku%ia Thiru&ruadand,
( :hakk 3 » ete (11} puram t
1 2 1 g’s Tirunelveli district hek
Pusin Visosn 1 " . O g
Christian Paliar 3 1 1 14 18 19 13 26 34 3 10 13 e ese  ens ' agam, bl
[T Nﬂdar l l l 3 [11) .. (12] L] [ I1]
AW 1 oo . 1 1 1 . L0 e haad bt hidd Wm 3’ “ :_” 2‘ ls 28 ” 6 13 13 LT T YV e st o0 ane P
*’:’" “ "s_ .‘2 23 ess  ses  sae b § 2 z LU YT R YYY 8 “ m 1. g‘y&o'n (@lom“)‘hom
01GS.
Total 309 17 6 1 126 169 154 130 310 318 32 127 114 46 23 18 ' g' mm.mﬂhm&.
' ijm_dilt_tiu.

'
-
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Table No. XII (Contd.)

) Q) WG e o (lb) 11 (12 (13) (149 A5 187
Asari 22 9 15 20 6 8 12 2 6 4 s 10 11 1.
2.
) 3.
4.
S.
Konar 16 4 5 6 8 11 12 oo v ees 4 7 7 1.
2.
3.
4,
Nadar 7 2 5 6 5 13 8 ;
N 3.
Pandaram 7 3 8 7 2 5 6 s e ees v e 2 4 4 1.
vum 5 5 ‘l lo ------ [X2) (113 e aee ane (1Y} 08 ..
Brahmin s 1 3 3 . see  aee wer ses aes e s 4 14 10 1
2.
3
4,
AIIIbﬂttaD 4 2 3 z 2 2 3 11} . aas u» 11 [11] " [IT)
Naidu 4 34 T e e e e e w 123
Chettiar ° 4 3 9 7 1 2 5 . v e e aee
Kuravan 2 2 3 3 .. - o vee e e eee e ese eee s eee
Mudaliyal‘ . 1 ase  ess sae e YY) ste  aee YY) see l ‘ 3
" Parayan 1 cor wse e e wes ser  ese ene ees 1 2 2
Chakkiliyan 1 ceo see e een e e aee e oo aei eee 1 2
Puthirai Vannan 1 e e o 1 2t v see e e el e e
Christian Pallar 31 10 17 24 13 22 26 2 5 5 .. o 6 10 12 1
' 2,
3.
4
5.
6.
. ” N‘dar:,,l ane he  obe Y ohe 060 seP 848 sas  ese  see l l ! 3
Atheist 1 T R
Taal 299 151 299282 85173182 26 57 & . 47 106 99

. Balakrishnapuram,

. Manamelkudi, Tanjore

(18)

Parurani, Pattukkottai Taluk,
Tanjore district.

Pannarkulam
Rettavurani, Ramanatha-
puram district.
Perumagalur, Pattukkottai
taluk,

Pattukkottai

Perumalloor,
tajuk.

Avadiarkoil,
Taluk.
Pattukkottai
Anumanthankudi, Rama-
pathapuram.

Semavagal, Ramanatha-
puram.

Pattukkottai

Parungudi (2 households
Kambarkovil, Aran
taluk.

Thiruvathiyur, Thiruvadanai,
Ramanathapuram.

Thiruthuraipoondi Q)
t}:ﬁinkudi.poo Aranthangt

Aran.
thangi taluk, Tanjore district.
Sivagangai, manatha-
puram,

Krishnapuram, Pattukkottal
Umathanadu »n

Orathur, Trichy district.

Karungaval, Thiruvadanai
taluk, Ramanathapuram.

Ramanathapuram district.

Ebiyadi, Devakottai taluk,
Ramanathapuram

. Mahilankottai, Pattukkottal

taluk, Tanjore disttict.-

e dist.
Ramaoathapuram district

_ Mahilamcottam,Pattukkottai

Taluk, Tanjore district.

Kalankarai cottam, Rama~
sathapuram district,

<

CHAPTER IV’

VILLAGE ECONOMY

Occupational structure of households

46. There are 309 households of which 222 (72
per cent) depend partially or fully on cultivation, and
57 households (19 per cent) are agricultural labourecrs.
Eight households or 2.5 per cent are dependent on
business. Household industries are found only in 6
households (2 per cent) ; only 15 households (less than
5 per cent) carry on other occupations. Thus, this
village is found to be a predominantly agrarian one.
Clubbing cultivators and agricultural labourers, 91
per cent are dependent on agriculture. Taking this
community-wise, we find that a majority of Thevar
households (51 out of 67) are cultivators only.
Five households are agricultural labourers while 5
households combine both., Eleven houscholds out of
24 of Vellalas depend on cultivation only, while 6
households combine cultivation and agricultural
labour ; and two houscholds have taken to agricultural
labour only. These two communities are the main
cultivators of this village. Taking the case of Hindu
Pallars and Christian Pallars, we find that the majority
of them combine cultivation and agricultural labour,
the figures being 56 out of 70 for Hindu Pallars and 19
out of 31 for Christian Pallars, Fourteen out of 22
Asari households combine cultivation with industry.
Five households depend on industry only. Thus the
Hindu Pallars constitute major source of cultivators
and agricultural labourers. It is seen that more
people combine cultivation with other activities. This
is because a major portion of arable lands in the
village are concentrated in the hands of a few Thevar
Mirasdars and what is available to others is not
sufficient for their livelihood. Lands are not also very
fertile. This sheer necessity has driven most of the
people to combine cultivation with other occupations.
The occupational classification of households in the
village is given in Table No. XIV.

47. Of the non-agricultural households which are
only very small proportion of the population, 8 per cent
is dependent on business, 6 per cent on household indus-
try and 15 per cent on other occupations. The scope for
household industry is also very limited in this village,
as no raw-materials are available and no traditional
industry exists. Taking the working population, we
find that 48.6 per cent of the workers among Pallans
depend on cultivation. 51.4 per cent depend on other

occupations (not in industry or in business). 78.12
per cent of the working population of the community
depend on cultivation. The rest depend on occupa-
tion, either industry or business. Table No. XV.
shows the classification of workers by industry,
business and cultivation.

Among Ambalakkarans, 28.95 per cent of workers
depend on cultivation, 2.63 per cent on business and
the rest on ‘other occupations’. Among Vellalas,
69.57 per cent depend on cultivation, 2.17 per cent on
business, 28.26 per cent on ‘other occupations’. But
Asaris, Konars and other communities present a
different picture. Only 35.29 per cent of workers
among Asaris depend on cultivation whereas 52.94
per cent on industry and 11,77 per cent on ‘others’. -
Only 3.23 per cent of Konars depend on cultivation
and the rest on others. Among all other communities
put together, 17.09 per cent depend on cultivation,
3.16 per cent on business, 6°33 per cent on industry and
73.42 per cent on ‘others’. Taking the working
population of the village as a whole, 43.1 per cent
depend on cultivation, 1.23 per cent on business, 4.29
per cent on industry and 51.38 per cent on ‘Others”.

48, Again taking the details of occupations, we find
that 274 workers (42.03 per cent) depend on cultivation,
7 (1.08 per cent) on lease cultivation, 289 (44.33 per
cent) on agricultural labour, 10 (1.53 per cent) on -
general labour, 9 (1.38 per cent) on blacksmithy and
17 (2.61 per cent) on washing clothes. All other
occupations engage less than 1 per cent of working
population and so absolute numbers are taken into
consideration. Four persons run retail business, three
are postmen, one is a timber sawyer, and three are
pipers. Three run tea-shops, two are teachers, three are
masons, one sells rice-cake and one is a watchman.
Three depend on temples. Three are goldsmiths, six -
each on carpentryand tapping and four on basket mak=~
ing. One is a nurse and two are barbers. This again
shows the predominance of workers in agriculture and
colinected occupations. -

A detailed account of occupations, and the number
of workers engaged in cach is given in Table No, XVI.
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TABLE No. X1V

Occupationnl clasgification of households
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: TABLE No. XV
Workers clagsifed by Iadustry, business and oultivetion .

Workers ‘e:ngaued in
" Household Household Household o
Community Age-groups Total workers lndqstry business cultiva‘tlon Othgn

Persons Males Females Malcs Females Males Fomales  Males Females  Males Females
m Q) 3 @ © © (7) ® O 10y (1D (12) a3y

Pallat All ages 179 103 76 54 33 9 4
10—14 6 - 3 3 . ae e ' 2 3 1
15—19 23 4 9 7 4 7 5
20—24 2 13 9 8 2 5 7
25—29 21 12 9 s s 7 4
30—34 2 s 16 - - a 1 9
35—44 4 21 2 1310 14
45—59 B 2% 17 15 3 1 4
60 & over 5 3 2 . . 2 1
Thevar All ages 128 8 39 w . 7 B 7 n
5—9 .. . . -
10—14 RS TR R . 1. .
15—19 “4 9 5 4 2 5 3
20—24 0 13 7 . 9 4 4 3
25—29 6 10 6 . 9 5 1 1
30—24 15 4 1 - 1 1 3 ..
35—44 20 12 8 12 5 3
 48—59 2 A M e o 18 10 3
60 & over 0 9 1 8 1 1 ..
Ambalskkaran  All ages 7% 4 3 T 17 10 29 23
10~14 ’ w 3 - 3
15—19 (] 2 v e . t 6 1
024 s 1 .. 2 L 4
25w29 1 6 3 2 ‘
3034 n e S . 1 1 1 4 4
3844 21 13 8 v e 3 4 10 ‘
45— s s 3 e e 3 .. 2 3
® & oves ] 1 w e we e - 1 o

The local blacksmith at work.
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'Table No. XV (contd.)

) ) @3 @ ) ©
Village Total  All ages 652 407 245 25
5—9 o .

10-—-14 16 9 7

15—19 64 39 25 1

20~24 93 55 38 4

2529 8 55 34 3

30—34 77 44 33 5

35—-44 148 86 62 8

45—59 132 94 38 3

60 & over 33 25 8 1

Workers and Non-workers

49. Workers and non-workers have been studied
by communities, sex and age. Amongst Pallans 67.75,
per cent of males are workers ; 56.72 per cent of females
are workers. The rest are non-workers both in the
case of males and females. Similarly among Thevars,
62.68 per cent of males and 29,32 per cent of females are
workers, For Ambalakkarans, the percentages are 62.32
and 50.77 for males and females respectively. Among

) @® O (10) n (12  (3)
3 71 186 95 189 146
. 3 2 6 s

. 9 24 16
1 2 .. % 9 23 B

, 1. 23 16 8 18
1 0 1 8 22
1 2 . 2 2% 4 38
11 6 19 4 18
1 2 3 2 4

61.54 per cent, and 21.28 per cent of males and females
respectively are workers. For Konars, the percentages
are 82.61 per cent and 48 per cent and for other
communities they are 63.16 percent and 38.04 percent.
Taking the village as a whole, we find that 407 males
(64.09 per cent) and 245 females (40.03 per cent) are
workers. 228 males (3591 per cent) and 367 females
(59.97 per cent) are non-workers. Thus in the case of

Vellalas, 56,90 per cent and 28.89 per cent of males males, the workers exceed non-workers. But the
and females respectively are workers. Among Asaris, position is reversed in the case of females.
TABLE No. XVI
Workers classified by sex, age-groups and occupation
Community Age groups Occupation
m . @ ®
Cultivlation Lease ongtivation Agricultura}l labourer Postrpan
“P. M F.. P. M F. P M. F.. P. M. F.
All ages 8y 52 3] 4 2 2 91 48 43 1 1 ..
0— 4 . e s . e
5—9 - v . . oee
10—-14 2 e 2 o 4 3 1
5 15—19 11 4 12 7 5 .
3 20—24 9 2 1 1 . 2 s 7 o e e
- 2529 0 5 5 0 6 4 R
30—34 10 4 6 1 1 10 1 9 . oo
35~-44 21 12 9 2 1 1 25 14 11 .
45—59 18 15 3 15 11 4 e el
60 & over 2 2 .. o e e 3 1 2 e e e

n

Ambalakkaran (contd.) Thevar

Vellala

VILANGULAM
! Table No. XVI (contd.)
@ @A)
Cultiyation Agricultura'l labourer General !abourer Retail business
> M F_ P M F B M F_ P M F_
All ages 100 72 28 26 16 10 2 1 1 2 2 ..
0—4 - o . .
5—9 PR
1014 1 1 .. o o e e
15—19 6 4 2 7 5 2 1 . 1 § . .
20—24 13 9 4 7 4 e e :5 S B
- 25=29 14 9 5 2 f 1 . E e e
30—-34 12 1 1 3 3 .. 1 1 “
35—44 17 12 S 3. 3 e e .
4559 28 18 10 4 3 1 o
60 & over 9 8 1 . 1 1
Cultiw{ation Agriculturg.l labourer Posiman General labourer
“P. M F. P M F_ P M F. P M F
All ages 2 12 10 49 26 23 1 1 2 2
0—4 .
10-14 3 3 P .
15—19 1 1 6 5 1 11
20—24 3 2 1 5 1 4
25—29 5 2 8 4 4 o e 1 1 .,
30—34 2 1 1 7 4 11 wr e
35—44 7 3 4 i4 10 4 - .
4559 3 3 . 5 2 3 e .
60 & over 1 . 1 1 1 . -
piPer Retail.trade Cultiv_atiOn * Lease cultivation
p. M. F P M F P M F_ P M E
All ages 3 3 1 1 31 22 9 1 1
0—4 " -
10—14 | S T T
15-19 " e . 3 1 2 see .o .
20—24 1 . o e e 4 4 .. e w
25—29 11 t 1 5 3 2
35—44 .- 4 1 3 wer  eee g
4559 . . . n 10 2 1 1 ..
60 & over 1 1 .. e e e e aee e " e e
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Vellala (contd.)

Asari (contd.)

Kenar
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Tablé No. XVI (contd.)

General labourer

P. M. PF

All ages 3 1 2
0—4

5=9
10-—-14 e e e
15—-19
20—24
25—29 ) S 1
3034
35—44 2 1 1
45—59 e e
60 & over

Blacksmith

Agricultm:al labourer

Cultivation

Agricultural labourer
- W

"P.
7

M.
5

F.
2

Goldsmith

P.

M.

F.

P.

M.

F.

Timbel; sawyer

e

All ages 9 9

5—9 .oe .
1014 e e e
1519 .
20—24 4 4
25—29

30—34
35—44 2
4559 2

© 60 & over

P. M. P )

r

P.
3

M.
3

P,

M,

Fu.

. 2 v vor .
1 1 2 e .
1 1 1 1 1 ..
1 1
o 1 1 o
Cuhiyation Amicultur?l labourer Watclnman Tapxzing

All ages 1 1

0— 4 . .

5= 9 e
1014
15—19 " e
20—24 1 1
25--29 s e ees
3034

45—59 " TN} o0
60 &over v

P. M. F.

~

29

WM A O e W o =

M.

17

NN“""""‘E

F.
12

M.

F.

)

Nadar (contd.)

Pagdaram (contd.)

i

(comtd ).

@

All ages
0—4
5—9

10—14

15—19

20—-24

25-:39

3034

" 3544

4559

60 & over

All ages
04
5= 9
10~14
15—19
20-24
- 25—29
3034
3544
T 45—59
60 & over

 Allages
0—4
5-9

_° 10-14

1519
20-24
2529
30--34
35-—44
45-59
60 & over

Agricultural labourer

VILANGULAM

Table No. XVI (contd.)

Teacher
-

®

P. M F P M
10- 5 s 1.1

F.

LXT S e l ‘e
2 . 2 8 e -
8 L LX)
3 2 18 . "
S .
1 . 1 g 1 I v e .
1 1 e v e o ‘er " ) e
.2 1 1 e e e o “ -1 1 .
1 l are . e e . 1 1 s s 7S e
Cultigation Agricultuul labourer Mafn_ Rice cake selling
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Yy see oo e son
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oo . 2 eoe
1 1
l l .o ore LIT]
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Brabkmin (contd.)
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Table No. XVI (contd.)

3

Agricultural

1))

@

VILANGULAM

Table No. XVI (contd.)

&)}

Ambattan (contd.)

Naidn (contd.)

All ages 1 . All ages 13 7 6 58 29 29 2 1 f ) S
0— 4 e e e 0—4q e e e e e e
E=9 o o e o e e soe e . oo s s 59 o es m ® e see o o . T . . ere

L0=14 T e e ¥ 1014 1 1 1 .. 1 § “ “

1519 . o . . .o . ! ul. --; o o :. :u :‘ 15—19 - . 3 4 4 2 .. v . .

20—24 » . - o . » 3 ees oo o . g 2024 1 1 v 11 . 4 7 g 1 1 3 -

2529 e 11 e 25—29 3 1 2 9 3 6 B < L.

1034 . e o aeem E 30—34 1 1 .. 9 6 3 @& 1 1 A T

35—44 e e e o e e 1 1 . 1 1 .. 35—44 2 .. 2 12 7 s o “ '

4559 1 .. 1 1 1 .. T 1 1 .. [ 45—59 . 4 3 1 8 5 - 3 "

€0 & over .- . e ses e e o . 60 & over 1 v 1 .“ e

Agricultura] labourer _ Cultivation Basket making l?b:;‘lm Cultivation cultivation A aoral bl
“p. M. F. P. M. F P. M. P P. M. F. FoM R T F y —

All ages
0— 4

2

1

1

9 8

1

ivati Postman labourer Agriculturat Agricultural Agricultural
- Teacher - — Cultivation \ e = - ;d . Iabourer labourer labourer Washerman
. . M. F P. M . . A . —_— n . e
‘:' ’:‘ F pl Ml F C \ . P. M. F. P. M. F P. M. F. P. M. F
All ages ‘ - All ages 3 2 1 2 1 1 1 .. 1 2 1
0—4 . o 4 o )
S 9 "o (213 "
- 5— 9 wee .o . (23 . LIT) [T oo
10—14 A " " 10—14 1 1 . .o a . ooe .- a . ove oee
15—19 .es ate e . " __ . “
- 1 1 [| 20—24 B v e U <A
259 S 1 ! : 25—29 o e 5 L 1
- 3034 oo 30—34 - e g
35-44 oos oes . [Ty o e ose . e e e 3 .
45-5, 1 l see l 1 oo 113 e [} 1) (11 (321 ' 1 * 1 . . oo b
45—59 2 1 1 2 1 1 - - e
60 & over [ oo 0 s .. »e e oy "e s ase 60 &om . . . .;. . N - ! . -
General : :
Tea sh cultivati . Agricultural Agricultural
labourer _ Barber =~ Teathop ,  ——on Cultivation labourer abourer Cultivation
“P. M. P P. M. P PP M. P P. M. F — o~ ———— A \ h

M.

P. M.

F.

P, M

P.

M.

289 154 135

P.

10—14 1 1 .. oo ere e wr  we  eee g 10—14 5 3 2 - e 1 6 5 - -
15-=19 e et eee 2 2 1 1 e s ane " e 15—19 23 14 9 e eee e 37 23 14 2 1
20—24 g 1 1 . i e e e 1 1 . o 20-24 4 25 9 b U 45 19 26 1 1
25—29 " 1 1 .. . “ e we e e g 25—29 3 23 16 e e 35 18 17 2 1
30—34 1 . 1 1 .. 1 e s e s e eme > 30—34 30 20 10 1 % 1S 2
33—44 “ e 2 1 1 o e e 3544 55 30 2 3 2 1 ® 37 32 3 2
45—59 e . 4 4 .. we e ee 45—39 73 54 19 2 .. 46 30 16 1 ..
60 & over o s e 1 .. i oo ase  em 60 & over 15 12 3 e e e 10 6 4 1 1

V--8



Village Total (contd.)

Village Total (contd.)

" Village Total (contd.)
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Table No. XVI (contd.)

m ) o

) 3
: Goldsmi .
Retail business Postman Timber sawyer Piper roldsm ith —_— - Carpenter _ Tapping
) b X 1 . A . . —- . P. M. F P. M. F ‘ " P. M. F.
P. M. F P. M. P P. M. F P. M. F Allages . 3 3 .. 6 6

0— 4

Table No. XVI (contd.)

6 5 1

All ages 4 4 ... 3 3 .. 1 | S 3 3
0— 4 .o .o s I ces .ne .er e ees’ oo e wes 5—9 s e . .
5“" 9 Iy “e e o nes e .o ove e (11 (X e 10——14
10-14 15—19
15—’19 o wer ane (XT3 ers eoe I e are eor oo e 20—24 o . 1 . l

25~=29 " 2 .
30_34 1 1 e 2 2 Y 2 2
1

20—24 1
1 1 1 35—44 1 1 .
1

1
25—29 1
30—34 1
35—44 1
45—59 e e e we  eee en ot e eee

60 & over o aes 1 1

Village Total (contd.)

4559 1 1
60 & over 1 1

Tea shop Teacher Mason Rice cake selling — v
A . ~ A — p A ~ ~ A S . . .

’ P. M. F. P. M. F. P. M. F. . P. M. F, .
All ages 4 2 2 17 18 7 2 2

=
o
£
o]
o
g
=

All ages 3 3 .. 2 2 .. 33 . | o4 e
0— 4 o o o .
5= 9 o g e e 114 v . e e

10—14 . e .y e e e see 15—19 s ) ) . "1' . e e

15—19 SO,
20—24 G T 1
25—29 S T 11 ..

20-24 X
2529 TSN 2
30--34 v ene e 2
5
2
2

¥iliage Total (contd.)

3034 2O RS 5 as . L
35—14 1 ) S s 2 1 1 .-
4559 1 .. 1 .. ) SR | 50-;5 i1 .
over
60 & over 11 ~ L |
Watchman Non-orgzgx:ed worker Nurse Blacksmith

e r um ] g ——
F.

“P. M. F. P. M. F. P. M. F P. M.

All ages 1 1 3 3 .. 1 | S 9 9 . is high ] . '
This high percentage of workers is maintained by all Thevars and Vellalas are the richer communities and

0— 4 ove o ' (X1} ey (11} e . ']
. » ver . oo s (1] Oommunltles, thou hit oes u t . . .
s o Komirs. Ii thgcase gf ot:!Zn :lle:aerhze;ctvx; thi: that cx;:lllams the low percentage of female workers
1014 ves ans oor eoe "o o vee .o eoe oo ™ pyes © varies from 21.28 per cent for A . d’ ’ among em.. For the same 1cason, lal‘ge percentage
P or Asarisand 56.72percent  of females is found among Pallans and oth
15—19 e eee ses among Pallars. The other two communities where communities. er
2024 4 4 .. less than 30 per cent females are workers are Vellalas '

2529 1 1 .. 1 1 .. and Thevars. According to usual practice, females The working and non-working force in the village

avoid work other than household duties, if thei i g .
30—34 Tl s e e e w o em e . . Lo-ao » eir classified communpity-wise
35— : . - 2 2 economic (:onchtlon~ permits it. In this village, XVIL J is indicated in Table No.

45—59 (112 (111 [X1] (Y} YY) ans LTy eve se0 2 2 [ I1] ‘
60 & over 1 | BN 1 ) "e



Community

(1)

Pallar

Thevar

Ambalakkaran

Workers and Non-workers by 'sex and age-groups

VILLAGE SURVEY

TABLE Ne. XVII

Age group ; Total Po‘pulation . — Woxixers L. Non-vnlorkers .
Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females
(¥)] 3) @ ) ©) Q)] 8) €9) (10 (1)
All ages 286 152 134 179 103 76 107 49 S8
0—4 25 18 7 25 18 7
5—9 28 16 12 8. 16 12
10—14 32 13 19 6 33 % 10 16
15—19 21 15 12 23 14 9 4 1 3
2024 25 14 1 22 13 9 3 1 2
25—29 22 12 10 21 12 9 i 1
30—34 23 5 18 21 s 16 2 . 2
3544 50 2 23 48 21 2 2w 2
45—59 39 26 13 33 26 7 6 . 6
60 & over 15 -6 9 5 .3 2 10 3 7
All'ages 75 1 133 18 .8 3 41 53 M
0—d 29 . 16 13 u e e ®» 16 13
5—9 32 16 16 2 16 16
10—14 21 13 8 1 1 20 12 8
15—19 .20 10 10 14 9 s 6 R
2024 Ky 13 12 20 13 7. 7 2 8
2529 25 10 15 16 10 6 - JN 9
3034 5 14 5 5 4 1 4 4
3544 12 18 0 12 8 0 .. 10
4559 4 2 23 2 a 1u 2 . 12
60:& over 28 . | ] 13 10 9 1 18 6 12
All ages 134 1) 65 76 $ 0B 8 26 32
0—4 16 9 7 - 16 9 7
5—9 15 9 6 15 9 6
10—i4 14 6 s 3 1 6 5
15—19 13 7 6 2 s 1 4
024 Y 4 8 , 5 3
25—29 1 8- 9 4 8 6 - 3
-1 . . 1 6 s e s e e
35—44 T ¢ 9 a 13 s 1 1
4559 1 5 6 5 3 R 3
60 & over 3 2 1 1 1 1 oo

. 1014
15—19

@

All ages
0—4.
5=2

2024
25—29
30—34. -

e

-3

'w&:ova'

Al agep'
o
59

1o-x§ -

- 15-19

2024
2529
3034
3544
4559
60 & over

All ages

1014
15-=19

25=29
30~-34
I5aedd
4539
60 & over

3

. 103

14

10
10

1

12

12

18

.86

14

10

11

DLW wy w e s B
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o v

Table No. XVII (contd.)
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)
Nadar

Pandaram

Vanoag

. 20—~24

(b)) 3
All ages 32

10—14
1519
2024
5=29
3034
3544
45—5%
60 & over

L S I O N T P T O S )

All ages

10—-14
15=19

25—29
3034
35—-4
45—59
60 & over

Hﬂanut-u.puug

Al ages A

_ 35-44

45—59
60 & over
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VILLAGE SURVEY

Table No. XVII (contd.)

@ 5) ©)
18 14 16
2 1 oo
1
2 2
2 3 4
3 1
3 3
4 2 s
1 1 1
1 oo
17 17 13
one S oo
4 1
2 2 ‘e
2 1 1
1 1
2 1 2
1 .
2 2 4
4 4
1 o 1
n 10 IS
1 1
oo 1 st
1 1 o,
e 1 1
1 1 2
1 1 1
1 1 2
k| 2 L]
r 1 2
2 ™ 2

®
16

21

[ S I VR

(10)

LB RN~ -

tn

8
1

)

Brahmin

Ambattan

Naidu

2) 3
All ages 30
0—4 3
59 5
10—14 3
15—19 2
20—24 2
2529 3
30—34 2
35—44 4
45—59 5
60 & over 1
All ages 10
0—4 2
5—9 1
10—14 1
15—19
2024 1
25—29 1
3034 1
3544 1
45—59 2
60 & over
All ages 16
0—4 2
5—9 5
10—14 1
15—-19
2024 1
2529
30—34 1
35—4a 4
4359 1
0 & over 1
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Table No. XVII (contd.)
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Chettiar

Kuravan

Mudaliyar

@ &)

. All ages 23

{

10—14
15—19

25-29
3034
35—44
4559
60 & over

o e N = N W R

All ages 6

10—14 1
15—19 1
20-24 1
25—29

35—44 2
4.5—59
60 & over 1

All ages

10—14
1519 * aee
”-24 Ll

. 3034 ~
35—d4
| 45—39 2

w&m‘ 1”e

Table No. XVII (contd.)
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Parayan

Chakkiliyan

Puthirai Vannan

All ages

59
10—14
15—19
2024
25—29
3034
35—44
45—-59
60 & over

All ages

5-9
10—14
15—19
2024
25—~29
30—34
35—44
45~59
60 & over
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Christian Pallar

Chtistian Nadar

Atheist

@ €)]
All ages 121
0—4 10
5—9 17
10~—14 15
‘1519 10
20—24 12
25—29 13
30—34 10
35—44 0“4
45—59 15
60 & over 5
All ages 4
0—4 1
5—9 1
1014
15—19
20—24 1
25—29 ° .
30—34 1
- 35—44
45—59
60 & over
All ages 2
0—4
59
10—14
1519
20—24 1
25—29
30—34 1
35—44
45—59°

60 & over o

Table No. XVII (contd.)
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2
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Table No. XVII (contd.)

€8] &) &) C)) 5)
Village Total All ages 1,247 635 612
0—4 137 69 68
5—9 138 74 64
10—14 126 65 61
15~—19 102 51 51
20--24 118 59 59
25—29 112 55 57
30—34 89 4 45
- 35—44 177 86 9
45—59 174 94 80
60 & over 74 k1] 38
Non:workers

50. Taking the workers by age, we find that there
are no workers cither male or female in the age group
0-9. The proportion of workers is low in the age
group 10-15. Then the proportion of workers increa-
ses and it is nearly 80 per cent in the age groups 20-24
and 25-29." It goes upto 88 per cent in the age ‘group
30-34 and thereafter it again starts declining, being
84 per cent in the age group 35-44, 76 per cent in the
age group 45-59 and 45 per cent in the age group over
60. Thus lesser proportions of workers are found in
the lower and higher age-groups. Maximum percen-
tages are found in 30-44 age group. Another
peculiarity to be noticed is the absence of male
non-workers in the age group between 25-59. Thus,
in this village, we find the proportion of workers and
non-workers conform to the general principles of age.
Even when we take the position communitywise, we
find that there are no workers in the youngest
age-groups and no male non-workers in the age-group
25-59. In the communities of Ambalakkarans, Vellalas,
Hindu Nadars, Vannans, Naidus, Mudaliyars,
Christian. Pallars, we find that there are no- non-
workers.in the age group 30-34 and this affects the
figures- for. the village- as a whole. No other
peculiasity: is notiged as far as other communities are
concerned.. The copolusion is that the cream of the
working force of the village comes from the middle

®) M ® . ® (0
652 407 245 95 228 367
137 6 68

138 74 64

16 9 7 110 56 54
64 39 25 8 12 2
93 55 38 25 4 21
89 55 34 23 .. 2
7 4 0 2 . 12
148 86 62 % .. 009
132 9% 38 Q2 . o«
33 25 8 a4 13 28

age groups. The non-working force in the village and
the nature of activity in which it is engaged is shown
in Table No. XVIII.

Occupational mobility

51. This analysis is for the purpose of knowing
whether persons have changed from their father’s
occupation and if so the reasons for the same, so that
the trend in occuptional changes could be known.
Among Thevars, two persons have voluntarily changed
their occupations. Due to old age, one agricultural
labourer gave up his work and is depending on others.
Due to loss of land, one cultivator became a cooly.
One Hindu Pallan changed from ctltivation to
agricultural labour voluntarily to earn more. There

"have been no changes among Christian Pallars,

Vellalas, Nadars and the other minor communities.
All the persons who have changed occupations have
donec so voluntarily. Three Ambalakkarans have
changed occupations. One has given up cultivation
and become an agricultural labourer, because the
lands were sold away. One agricultural labourer took
to vegetable sellingand another as a postal peon to earn
more. One Asari gave up cultivation and became an
agricultural labourer to earn more. One Konar gave
up sgricultural labour and besame a watchman. with

. the same idea. One cultivating Vennan became a
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TABLE No. XVIII

Nonsworkers by sex, age-groups and natare of activity

Depeandents, in-
fants & children Othe
Full time stu- Persons en- not attending N t Unemployed
Total dentsorchildren gagedonlyin  schooland per- WO ‘k’“' persons
Non- attending household sons perma- rkors
Age group workers school duties nently disable
-~ A — , X R A — - A - A p— __*____‘
PP M. F M. F M. F. M. F. M. F. M. P,
m @ & @ ® ® @ @ ¢ (0 an a2 (13) (14)

All ages 595 228 367 100 35 129 128 203

0—4 137 69 68 2 67 68 w m

§-9 ’ 138 74 &4 47 20 21 M
1014 110 6 54 o 15 w1 16 38

15—19 38 12 2 8 21 4 L

2024 25 4 2 k w21 ) S
2529 23 ... 02 19 4

- 3034 12 .. 12 . 12
. 37244 2 . 2 w25 3 .

45—59 4?2 vor 42 27 O
€0 & over 4] 13 28 . 2 13 2 o .

washerman to earn more. Only one lady belonging to
Pandaram caste gave up cultivation and took to selling
of rice-cake because her husband lost all hisproperties.
Another person of the same caste gave up cultivation
and started a shop to earn more. One Brahmin who
was a priest became a teacher to earn more. A good
number of people as indicated in the Table belonging
to the various communities have expressed discontent
with their present occupations. The reason given by
most of them is the absence of a steady and substan-
tial income. The main objective of these changes is to
earn more money. We cannot say anything positively
against any one particular profession because cultiva-
tors have become agricultural labourers while
agricultural labourers have taken to other professions.
Cultivation is not very paying in an area where the
lands are not quite fertile and especially so, if people
own small extent of lands. Agricultural labour is a
seasonal one and cannot give a steady income. Also,
onc has to be ‘quite healthy to earn his living as

agricultural labourer. Old age and poor health
sometimes drive people to give up this profession.
Only twelve persons have changed their occupation,

52, The attitude of the peopleasto the profession to
be followed by their sons is also analysed. Table No.
XX indicates the nature of change of occupation from
father’s generation to present generation, as well as the
aspirations of the fathers in regard to the future
occupation of their sons.

Forty-six persons wanted their sonsto continue their
own occupation, all of them being cultivators, 109
want them to be cultivators, 90 of whom are
agricultural labourers. Thirty-nine wanted their sons to
take to business of which seventeen are cultivators.
Ninety-six persons wanted their children to be Govern-
ment servants of which 63 are from cultivators and 14
agricultural labourers. Thus cultivators prefer their
own profession or Government service or business. E
Agricultural labourers aspire to become cultivatorsor - -
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TABLE No, XIX

Occupational mobility and cause of change

No. of houscholds who changed Details of mobility
their father’s occupauon
r 'L g Y ¢ % Y
., © 8 ) . No. of persons
B 29 8  Total No. Father’s occu-  Head's occu- Cause of who are not
Community s - = of house- pation pation change content with
g § g 5 holds . present occu-
S -] g pation
> 1% (=]
()] 2) )] (4) &) (6) @] (8) ©)
Pallar 1 . 1 Cultivation Agricultural To earn more 67
Iabourer .
Thevar 2 1 " Cooly No land 27
1 Agricultural Dependent Old age
labourer - .
Ambalakkaran 1 Cultivation  Agricultural Land sold away 32
labourer -
1 Agricultural Vegetable To earn more
labourer seller
F B '? . - T 1 . .
K - " Post peon .
VQ“a]al' e Yy ooe e .o oo o 16 .
Asari 1 1 Cultivation Agricultural To earn more 18
labourer
Konar 1 1 Agricultural Watchman " 14
labourer
Nadal‘ e 1) e * W oo .o PP 5
Pandaram 2 .o 1 Cultivation 1dly selier Loss of property 7
1 - Shop To earn more
Vannan ' 1 1 " Washerman "
Brahmin 1 1 Priest Teacher "

The village dhoby at worh. Ambatian " " " e o 4
Naidu e o oo oo o e os 3
Chettiar . .o o [TY ’ T e oo [y PP l
Kuravan e e ove ose - ere oo e R 2
Mudaliyar Y o0 e LT YY) Y3 oo 1
Parayan e " . sor . o vee l
Chakkiliyaﬂ "o, oer v (11 (113 (1) e l
Christian Pallar
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TABLE No. XX '  to become Government servants. Agriculture being average size of the holdings. From the table, it is
, the most important profession, the economy of the clear that though only 63 households of Thevars own
Nature of change of eccupation from father’s generation to present genmeration village depends mainly on the distribution of land and lands, 67.84 per cent of the total lands are in their
No. of persons the progress of cultivation. If there is a fair hands. Numerically Hindu Pallars are the largest
whose father’s occupation was No. of persons who want their sons to be distribution of land and the return from land is good, land owning community, but they possess only 11.12
- ) - ' ) the villagers will be fairly prosperous. - per cent of the total lands. The Vellalas come third
. No. E?‘Selmm £ g P g g T g Land distribution and ownership with 6.95 per cent of ‘l;e t:tal;a?d.h 20 holuseholds of .
Occupation e euor B 5 25 8 3 | © 53, The following table gives the distribution of ~ Cbristian Pallars own lands, but the total extent is
pation (Headsof & § 3 g & ¢ 8 = g . g . " only 1.54 per cent. Compared to this, the four
houschold) 28 = - 2 £ % g = £ $12 . - cultivable lands among various communities and the .
, § = 55 3 £ a 5 29 ) 2 o
Q A & A O < zZ Z
O )] @ @ ®»® O o ® O a9 an a2 13 U9 4 e
Agricultural labourer 118 115 3 v e 90 9 B ... .. . 4 1
Cultivation 132 132 v e e 46 .. 17 63 . o . 51 TABLE No. XXI
Cooly 7 6 R | 2 2 L. 1 1 - . Possession of land - .
Lease cultivation 4 4 e e 2 e e e e Community No. of households  Percentage of house- Average size of  Percentage distribution
' which own lands holds owning lands the holding of total extent of land
Mat making i I e we e N ) by communities
Business 3 1 1 | S 1 2 e e e e e m Q) &)} “ )
Barber 2 2 .o e .or .oy . ees 1 . .te e o e 1 e Thevar 63 27°€0 94 6784
Goldsmi 3 3 e e v 2 .. 1 :
eldemith ' Hindu Paller o 2850 1'4 o
Blacksmith 8 8 i ah we e 2 1 3 1 . .. 1
: Vellalas 24 10°40 2'5 695
Carpenter 6 6 .. s e e 4 .. 2 i e e o see
. : : Ambalakkaran 18 . 770 12 250
Woodsawyer 1 1 ee e .o ves ves e . e 1 . e . _
Watchman 1 S T o Konars 6 s . 07 0°50
Piper 1 1 e e e e e OO Asari 16 6°80 -2 2:39
Dhoby 6 N w022 e e Christian Pallars 20 90 0.63 154
P“t n ' l v ree l e s eos ose .ee l “es e . ae ..o ' -
peo Pandaram . 3 130 1'30 048
Palmyra tapping 5 5 v o e . v 3 2 e . e . . .
Hindu Nadar 1 04 2:00 024
Tea shop 3 3 o 3 e eee
M.”n . 1 1 e hld b hidd LA LS 1 e oo e e “or e Br‘h'nin 1 04 ’ "” * 0.65
Idly ullin‘ . l eee 1 see e (T LX TN l eor Y e ore oo vee oor Vm '4 l" ' l'so 0'67
Teacher 1 sor ree P oee 1 . sor ces ves 1 ane eee e ooe cor w 3 . 1's 2"3 0'87
Priest 3 3 e e e e oty e T ] :
: ) Chettiar 4 16 675 32
mpendent l o e l »es Iy wer e a0 1) "en LYY} ) ’ LXY3 l
Othesy 1 04 - 104
Total 309 297 1 4 .. 1 46 109 39 96 1 1 1 12 4 ——
. ' 3 : : - : . Total 1% 2000 : 46 10000
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households of Chettiars owning lands account for 3.29
per cent of the total area. The position of other
communities is negligible, except for Ambalakkarans

and Asaris who own 2,50 per cent and 2.39 per cent of .

the total areas respectively. Taking the average size
of the holding, we find that the holdings of Thevars
have an area of 9.4 acres, and the holdings of Chettiars
" are 6.75 acres. Holdings of the other communities
are very small. Thus we find that the Thevars are
most important land owning class of this village. The
holdings of other communities are uneconomic ones.
These cultivators cannot expect to make a living out
of these petty holdings and that is why they are
compelled to take to other professions as well, The
average size of the holding is 4.6 acres which is lower
than the State average of 4.9 acres. Out of the 230
“households owning lands only 24 own areas above 10
acres. 27 families owsr lands between 5 to 10 acres
and 48 families own lands between 2 to 5 acres. In
addition to the fact that these uneconomic small
holdings with less than five acres in area are an
impediment to improve agricultural methods, the use of
improved equipments, improved seeds, manure, pesti-
cides, yield better return if the lands are over five
_acres. The one way out of this situation is to
consolidate the holdings and make them large enough.
This may require a will on the part of the land holders
for co-operation which is lacking in this village. The
Indian farmer is very much sentimentally attached to
the land and will not part with his right even if it
were to benefit him. Co-operative farming also has
not proved to be a success so far. In fact, the trend is
in the opposite direction of further sub-division on
each generation to the next, the property of the
deceased person getting sub-divided among the various
members of his family. No escape from these ills is
seen in the near future.

Agricalteral operations

54. ‘The village is predominantly agrarian. and the
economic prosperity of the people revolves round the
success of the agriculture. Out of a total extent of
lands of 1,934.44 acres, 1,086.62 acres are occupied by
the villagers while 847.82 acres are Government lands.
Thus nearly 44 per cent of the lands in this village are
Government lands. This will automatically increase
the pressure of population on land. Efforts could be

- made to assign convenient areas from these Govern-
ment lands to landless people who are sure to sow
paddy or other crops in them. Out of 1,086.62 acres
of occupied area, 881.87 acres are wet lands and 204,75

acres are dry lands. The village is at the tail end of
Cauvery Mettur Project Channel, and most of the wet
lands are irrigated by that. Before the construction
of Mettur Dam and the Channel, this village also like
many other areas of Pattukkottai taluk lacked irriga-
tional facilities. Now the situation has improved to a
considerable extent, Because the village is at the tail
end of the Channel, the agricultural operations
commence a little late. Thenormal practice is to raise
Kar crop though some people raise Samba crop. For
Kar crops the two seasons are June to October and
November to April. The water supply is more assured
during the first season and so the yield is usually
more. The second crop depends to a large extent
on rain water and irrigation from Vilangulam
Peria Eri. There are about 49 small tanks which are
also used for irrigation. Well water s saline and well
irrigation is generally not prevalent in this village,

Pests and crop disease

55. Most of the implements used are of the
traditional type, though, of late, modern facilities are

_ being utilised. The wooden plough with iron pointer

are drawn by a pair of bullocks. Iron plough is
getting popular only now. Ploughing with tractor is
neither feasible nor advisable. It is not feasible
because the holdings are very small and the cost is
high. It is not advisable because it will add to the
unemployment of the population. Chemical fertilisers
are commonly used. The only difficulty in thisrespect
is the non-availability of fertilisers at the proper time.
Small landholders also find it difficult to spend large
amounts on chemical fertilisers. Recently the people
have also taken to production of compost manure,
Peculiarly enough green manure is not used ia large
quantities though it may be the cheapest and most
available manure, Pesticides are liberally used because
attacks bylocustis quite common. There are two dusters
in the village, one in the Panchayat and the other with
the Grama Sevak. If the attack is a very large one, the
people also take the assistance of professional pest
control agencies. There is a Co-operative Society
supplying fertilisers on credit basis to the ryots. If
this society is developed, and the people utilise it
properly, it can definitely contribute to the
improvement of agricultural methods. Samba crop is
usually reaped in the month of February and those
lands are allowed to lie fallow till next August.

Economics of agriculture

56. Improved seeds are not generally used. The
people keep apart a portion of the previous years
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harvest for sowing purposes. Sowing is done by the
broadcast method. Why the people do not adopt
transplantation method is not known. Probably the
sandy soil is the cause for it. After the lands are
levelled and ploughed twice or thrice, it is manured.
Then it is again ploughed. The seeds are broadcast and
then again the land is ploughed. If there is rain
within 15 days after the operation, the seeds sprout by
themselves. If there is no rain, the fields are irrigated
with the water from the Peria Eri after thirty days.
When the seeds are grown up, the puddles are cleared
from the soil and Superphosphate is added. After
twenty days Ammonium Sulphate is added, The lands
are periodically irrigated till the harvest,'

Improvement In agriculture

57. In the transplantation method, a nursery is
prepared on the corner of the field. This is done
after the probable date of water supply is known.
After ploughing and manuring the puddles are removed.
The seeds are soaked in water, 12 hours for Kuruvai
and 24 hours for Samba. Then they are removed and
spread in the nursery. The seedlings become fit for
transplantation in about 20 to 25 days in the
case of Kuruvai and 40 days in the case of Samba.
While the seedlings grow in the nursery, the rest of the

e ORI U WA LN A A el

Arivals - the reaping hooks

field is prepared for transplantation. The lands are
watered to a depth of two to three inches and ploughed
repeatedly at regular intervals. Then manure is added:
and the land is levelled by drawing a large plank over
it. The seedlings are then transplanted. Irrigation is

Agricultural implements

important in the initial ‘stages. Japanese method of
transplantation is not popular with the villagers. This is
probably because of the large labour involved in it and
the people tend to forget the loss in seed. They also
do not realise that the yicld will be better, if plants
are at a regular interval,

Y-10

Weeding is done with hands by small sharp instru-
ments. Improved equipments for weeding are not .
used. Harvestis also done with sickle only. The
yield peracre for the first crop of Kuruvai onanaverage
is 30 Kalams (720 Madras Measures). The total
prod\u?tion in the village will be about 25 to 30
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thousand Kalams. Of these, 15 thousand Kalams will
be locally consumed and the balance will be marketed
at Aranthangi or Peravurani. The paddy is hulled at the
Rice Mill in Adaikalathevan which is a village 14
miles away. Handpounding 1is not prevalent.
Peculiarly enough the people, even if the lands are dry
lands, do not cultivate other crops. Paddy is brought
by bullock carts to the houses. It is stored in
¢ Nellupattarai’. Nellupattarais are prepared in the
following way. The ground is cleaned and smeared

with cowdung water. Paddy is put to the height of
three or four inches (in a circle) and then a rope of
straw is taken round it. Again paddy is put to the
height of three or four inches and a rope made of
straw is taken round it to prevent the paddy from
falling off. "As it goes up, the radius is slightly
reduced to keep the equilibrium. It ends in the shape
of a cone at the top. This pattarai is made in the
open yard in front of the house and sun or rain does
not get through it to affect the paddy. Of course,

The country plough

there is the danger from rats. Usually paddy is taken
by opening of the top which is again covered.
Poor people who have very little space inside their
houses thus save the need for a storing place. Even
rich landowners prefer this type of storing, The straw
is also stored in conical heaps at the backyard or in
front of the house.
Agricultural practices

58. An auspicious day in the month of Adi (%)
will be celebrated as Vidai Muhurtham (Vidai means
Seeds) to mark the commencement of agricultural
operations. Seeds along with betel leaves, betel nuts
and coconut will be taken to the field and placed on
the north-eastern corner of the field. Coconut will be
broken, camphor lighted and the people will worship
the image of Lord Vigneswara (Ganesa) made of
"cowdung or mud. The image will be decorated with
blades of a kind of grass (Arugampull). After that a
handful of seeds will be sown in the field. This is
celebrated with an idea of commencing the operation
on an auspicious day though actual sowing will be

Storing grains in Nellupattarai—a straw made
granary

Another type of grasary
made of mud,

The fruits of labour — The farmers

store the winnowed grains

in hay bundles.
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is stored at

the backyard of the house.
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taking place after the rains set in. Similarly at the
end, a handful of corn will be reaped and brought to
the home on an auspicious day though the actual
harvest will depend on the availability of labour, This
is usually done in the month of Thai (e 5).

Reclprocal aid In agriculture

59. Thisstudy is to find out the lending and
borrowing of agricultural implements and labour in
the village and the results are tabulated in Table
No. XXII

We find that the Thevar Community generally does

not borrow or lend implements for labour. On the

TABLE No

other hand, both Hindu Pallars and Christian
Pallars help each other to a large extent. Twenty-five
out of 66 agricultural households among Hindu Pallars
borrow implements and 23 households take the help of
neighbours at the time of sowing and harvesting.
Twenty-two families help neighbours in cultivation in
the form of manual labour. Among Christian Pallars,
12 families borrow implements, 11 families borrow
labour and 11 give labour. Reciprocal aid is found to
be negligible in other communitics. For the village as
a whole, out of 224 households practising agriculture,
55 borrow implements, 52 take the help of neighbours
and 49 assist neighbours.

. XXI1

Reclprocal aid in agricultural practices

Number of house- Number of house- Number of house-
holds that borrow holds that take holds that assist

Community olds practiung  wion from otos bervat s coivs heln ot the fme  Romarks
agriculture at the time of time of sowing  of cultivation in the
cultivation or harvesting shape of manual
labour

@ @ ® “@ &) ©®
Biodu Pallar 66 » 25 23 22
Thevar ‘ 59 3 4 3
Ambalakkaran 18 7 6 6
Vellala 20 1 1 1
Asari 16 5 5 5
Konar | 6 1 1
Hiadu Nadar 1
Pandaram 3 1 1 1
Vannan 4
Brahmin 1 - - - -
Ambattan 3 - - . -
Naidu 2 - - -
Chettiar v -
Christian Pallar 20 12 11 11
Atheist 1 - -

Total . 224 55 s2 ¥ .-
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Quantam ef agricultoral produce

60. Thevar community produces 5,214 bags of
paddy annually from which their households consume
2,577 bags and the rest is available for sale. For
Hindu Pallars production is 1,134 bags, consumption
868} and 265} bags respectively for sale. For Vellalas,
the figures are 749, 426 and 323 respectively.
Chettiars produce 290 bags, consume 157} and sell
1324 bags. For Christian Pallars, the figures are 266,
221 and 45 respectively. Ambalakkarans produce
294, consume 251} and 43 bags are available for sale.

Asaris produce 236}, consume 206} and sell 30. Most
of the other communities produce small quantities and
consume practically the entire lot. Table No. XXIIl

shows the quantity produced and consumed in the
village.

Consumption depends on the size of the familiesand
the production mainly on the area owned. The
Thevars own the maximum area and hence their
production is the highest. Numerically, they are not
the strongest community and so the consumption is
comparatively less and saleable surplus is high. In

TABLE No. XXt

Quantum of agricultural produce

Annual quantity of

Community paddy produced A;'?&'} gou::lt:g:l fv'.'ﬂﬁﬁ}eq}':f :i:l:
(Bags) (Bags) ) (Bags)
1 @ O] “)
Hindu Pallar 1,134 868: 265}
Thevar T 5,214 2,577 2,637
Ambalakkaran 294} 251% 43
Vellala 749 426 323 -
Asari . 2363 2063 30
Konar ' 73 . 58 | 15
Hindu Nadar 30 30
Pandaram 41 41
Vannan 68 33 35
Brahmin’ 75 35 40
Ambattan » | 73 43 30
Naidu ( . 33 kX] v
Chettiar 290 1573 1324
Christian Pallar 266 221 45
Atheist ‘ 100 25 75
Total 8,677 5,006 3,67

VILANGULAM : 17

he case of Chettiars also, the consumption is
somparatively less. But in the case of most of the other
sommunities, production is low because of small
axtent of land and consumption high because of large
number of consumers. This leads to the question of
self-sufficiency in food. Our findings in this aspect is
given in Table No. XXIV. Out of 66 including Pallan
households engaged in agriculture, 40 are self-suffi-
cient, 3 have surplus production and 23 have a deficit.

In the case of Thevars, out of 59 households, 20 are
self-sufficient, 34 are surplus and 5 are deficit. In the
case of Ambalakkarans, 12 out of 18 houscholds are
self-sufficient, 6 arc deficit and no household is surplus.
In the case of Vellalas, 11 are self-sufficient in full, §
aresurplus and 4 deficit. Three households out of four in
Chettiyars have surplus and one jsself-sufficient. Most
of the other communities do not have surplus and
many of them are deficit.

TABLE No. XX1V

Quantum of agricultural produce and disposal

> Total No. of house-
Community hglg(:i. c:lxl:lg:r%cgrin
as rest receivers
) )

Hindu Pallar 66
Thevar 59
Ambalakkaran 18
Vellala 20
Asari . . 16
Kopar . 6
Hindu Nadar 1
Pandaram 3
Vaonan 4
Brahmin 1
Ambattan '- 3
Naidu ‘ 2
Chettiar ' 4
Kuravan vee
Mudaliyar
Parayan

Chakkiliyan

Pufhirai Vannan

Christian Pallar 20
,,‘ Nadar

. Atheist 1

Total - 224

Number of house~ ) Number of

holds self suffi- households E:&bl:;lgi
Ciegrtaii:: oo-d pluv:i;)t::c‘!ll:::e dz;i?it
(3)‘ 1C)] ®
40 3 23
20 34 5
12 e 6
11 ] 4
11 | 5
4 2
1
1 2
1 :
1
2 . 1
2
1 3 .o
13 _ 7

119 47 58
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Income and expenditure pattern

61. As this village is primarily an agrarian one,
where the produce of the hard work of the people is
"paddy, a large portion of which is locally consumed,
the people are generally poor.

Community

0

Pallar

Thevar

Ambalakkaran

Veliala

Monthly income of households by source and occupation

Occupation of the head

of houscholds

®
Cultivation
Agricultural labourer

Lease cultivation

Cultivation
Agricultural labourer
General labourer

Dependent

Cultivation

Business
Agricultural labourer
Postman

General labourer

Piper

Retail business
Cultivation

Lease cultivation
Agricultural labourer
Geqeral labourer .

There are no indus-

VILLAGE SURVEY

their income.

also uneven.

TABLE No. XXV

Monthly income per hﬁnhold in the rangs of

tries or commerce or other activities to suppiemehl
The uneven distribution of holdings
makes the situation worse because it makes incomes
Taking personally the distribution of
households by income groups, as shown in Table
No. XXV, we find that among Pallars 8 57 per cent

)]

@
18
28

1

10

1”7

®
10

©

"Rs.25orless Rs.26-50 Rs.51-75 Rs. 76-100 Rs. 101 &
above

m

Q)

Asari

Konar

Nadar

Pandaram

Vannan

Brahmin

Ambattan

€3]
Agricultural labourer
Cultivation
Blacksmith
Carpenter
Goldsmith

Timber sawyer

~ Cultivation

Agricultural labourer

Watchman

Tapping

Agricultural labourer

Tea shop

Retail Trade
Cultivation
Agricultural labourer
Mason

Rice Cake selling
General labourer

Washerman

Non-ordained worker
Teacher

Cultivation

Agricultural labourer

General labourer

Parber
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Table No. XXV (contd).
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Table No. XXV (contd.)

10y 2 ©)) (O] (5 (9) M
Naidu ~ Tea shop 2
Lease cultivation aes 2 o
Chettiar Cultivation - 1 3
Kbravan Basket making 1
General labourer 1
Mudaliyar Agricultural labourer 1 .
Parayan Agricultural labourer . 1
Chakkiliyan Agricultura} laboufer 1 .o .
Puthirai Vannan Washerman 1 e
Christian Pallar Cultivation 3 1 1
Agricultural labourer 8 17 1 o oes
»”» ‘Nadar Agricultural labourer 1 .
Athcist Cultivation . 1
Total 33 173 43 15 43

have less than Rs. 25 per month, 67.14 per cent between
Rs, 26-50, 20 per cent between Rs, 51-75, 1.43 per cent
between Rs. 76-100 and only 2.86 per cent above Rs. 100.
In the case of Thevars, the percentages for the above
mentioned income groups are 7.46, 26.86, 71.94, 10.45
and 43.29. 1In the case of Ambalakkarans, itis 11.43,
74.29, 11.43, 2.85 and nil respectively ; 8.33 per cent of
houscholds of Vellalas have less than Rs. 25 per
month, 45.83 per cent get Rs. 26-50, 20.83 per cent get
between Rs. 51-75, 8.34 per cent between Rs. 76-100
and 16°67 per cent above Rs. 100. In the case of
Ambalakkarans, there is no household getting above
Rs. 100. In the case of Kammalans, there are no
households getting less than Rs. 25 and more than
Rs. 75. Thus we find that the heaviest concentration

is in the income group between Rs. 26-50. Next per-
centage is in the income-gtoup Rs. 51-75. Taking the
village as a whole, 55.99 per cent of households get
between Rs. 26-50, 14.56 per cent between Rs.51.75,13.92
per cent above Rs: 100, 10.68 per cent below Rs. 25and

- 4.85 per cent between RS. 76-100. The communities in

which people get above Rs. 100 are Thevars, Vellalas and
some of the minor communities. Taking the households
by occupation, we find that excepting one teacher,
all the others who get Rs. 100 and above are cultiva.
tors. Households getting less than Rs 25 are mainly
coolies. This is the case in the income group Rs. 26-50
also. Households gettmg above Rs. 50 are majnly
cultivators,

INCOME LEVELS
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Expenditare

62. Taking into consideration the expenditure
pattern of the village asa whole, Rs. 29.96 is the
average expenditure per household on cereals. Rs. 18.44
is spent on other items of food. Thus the average
expenditure per household on food is Rs. 48'41 which
means a total of Rs. 14,958.75. This is 75.30 per cent
of the total expenditure. The next imporlent item in
expenditure is clothing with Rs. 3.84 on an average
per household. It works out to 5.96 per cent of the
total expenditure. 26.6 per cent households spend
Rs. 3.60 on an average on fuel and this works out to
4,82 per cent of the total expenditure. Expenditure on
other items like education, medical fees and medicines,
amusements, dhobi—all work out to be a very negligible
proportion to the total expenditure. This is mainly
because smaller number of households spend on those
items or the average expenditure per household is
low. Food, clothing and fuel account for 85 per cent
of the total expenditure. Very little is left for
amusements or savings.

63. In thecase of households with lessthan Rs. 25, the
average expenditure per household on food is Rs. 19.56,
nearly 80 per cent of the income ; in the income-group
Rs. 26-50 per month, theaverage expenditure on food is
Rs. 31.98; in the case of income groups Rs. 51-75,
Rs. 76-100 and Rs. 100 and above, the average expen-
diture on food is Rs.47.68,Rs.73.68 and Rs.128.57 respec-
tively. Thus we find that considerable proportion of
the income is spent on food materials by all income
groups. For education, the average expenditure is less
than Rs. 2in the first twoincome groups, less than Rs. 4
in the next two groups and only Rs. 13,73 in the in-
comegroup Rs. 100 and above. We also find thatthe
number of housecholds incurring expenditure under
this bead is comparatively Jow in all income groups.
Clothing and fucl are given little more importance by
all income groups except the highest one. Peculiarly
enough, unusually large proportion of income is seen
to be spent on travelling. This is the case in all
income groups. The eXpenditure pattern of the
housecholds belonging to different income groups is
given in Table No. XXVI

64. Considering the total expenditure of the various
income groups, we find that in the group Rs. 250or less,
Rs. 23.64 is spent. In the group Rs. 26-50, Rs. 40.47
is spent on an average. In the next groups Rs. 60.42,
Rs. 90.02 and Rs. 185.99 respectively are spent, This
being the average, it necessarily means that a good
pumber of households will be spending more than that.
Unforesten circumstances will add to the expenditure

Y=

under particular heads, for example, if somebody is N
seriously ill, the expenditure on medicine will go up
considerably. As there is hardly any saving in the
various income groups, people are forced to borrow
money for this expenditure. This takes us to the
problem of indebtedness.

Indebtedness

65. Indebtedness has been analysed by the various
income groups as the cause for borrowing. The
number of indebted househoids and the average
indebtedness etc., are given in Table No. XXVII.

Of course, in the villageas a whole, 238 houscholdsout
of 309 (77.02 per cent) are indebted to the tune of
Rs. 1,14,945. This makes an average of Rs, 482.96 per
household. Peculiarly enough, the degrec of
indebtedness is the lowest (69.69 per cent) in the last
income group. By actual figures also, it is the lowest,
the total indebtedness of the group being Rs. 4,370
which works out to an average of Rs. 190 per
household. This is less than half of the average for
the village. Poorer people try to avoid borrowing’
because with their limited income, it will be
almost impossible for them to repay the loan. Their
wants are few and if at all they borrow, they try to
minimise the amount. The percentage of indebted
households for the income group Rs. 10! and above is
69.77. Considering the fact that these people are
richer, this percentage is quite large. For this group,
total debt works out to Rs, 34,145 making an average
of Rs. 1,138.17 per houschold. The average is nearly
three times the village figure. The highest percentage
of householdsin debtis for the income group Rs. 51-75.
But in their case, the average is less than the figure for
the village. The number of households in the
income group Rs. 26-50 is 173, though the percentage
of indebted houscholds is only 75.72. Actually the -
number of indebted households works out to 131.
This is nearly 55 percent of the total indebted
households. The actual amount of their borrowing is
the highest, namely, Rs. 47,710 though the average is
only 364. Thus we find that the average indebtedness
per household steadily increases from the lowest to the
highest income groups. The richer multiply their
wants and vie with each other in spending lavishly.
They have a feeling of security because they think that
their assets and income will help them to wipe off the
debts. But debtis a vicious circle and ence the
household is caught up in debtt often finds it difficuls
to get out of it, -
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- TABLE No. XXVI

Average monthly expenditure per household by income groups

No. of households and average expenditure in the income range of

All households Rs. 25 or Jess Rs. 26-50 Rs.51-75 Rs.76-100 Rs. 101 & overﬁ
e At e p . . e p . N N e Y e e ~ Community
& v ercentage o
3 §, 5o  expenditure w 8 g g - = g
Items of expenditure 2 s g'—d on food/ 2 5 § g '§ g 2 g § - 4}
p g gg-g other g g3 ©2 g% S8 g8 S8 gy B2 3§
S g2f wm SF FR o3 PE G¥ EE J% gk JF gl :
(=] =] o
zZ & 2 & B e "B e 2 & B <
Pallar
Rs. nP. Rs. nP Rs. nP. Rs. nP. Rs. nP. R, nP,
m @ 3) 4) & © a @® ©) (0 abn a2 3 19
Cereals 309 29'56 . 46°61 33 11:¢8 173 1892 45 2993 15 46°16 43 8330
Other items 309 13-44 28'69 33 848 173 1306 45 1780 15 27'52 43 4527
Total for food groups 309 4841 75-20 33 19°'56 173 31°98 45 47'70 15 73°68 43 128'57
Education 31 781 122 1 050 7 103 6 391 2 250 15 1373 Thevar
Clothing 308 3-84 5:96 32 1466 173 276 45 362 15 396 43 1000
Fuel 266 360 482 18 156 146 256 45 365 15 526 42 745
Dhoby or soap 293 084 1:25 29 057 167 066 44 078 14 100 39 185
Barber 266 079 1-06 14 057 158 066 43 0719 14 097 37 136
Travelling 223 2:08 234 12 1-08 119 1-38 35 1°65 14 238 43 455 Amb.hkhﬂn
Medical fees and medicines 13 177 012 1 050 2 075 1 050 1 050 8 250 ]
Religious observances 1 1'00 001 . . . 1 100
Amusements 108 2:17 118 2 050 42 135 20 160 7 200 37 354
Savings 2 300 003 2 300 . e
Payment of debts 123 328 203 9 1'44 70 254 23 271 5 52 ' 16 775
. Vellalar
Remittances to
dependents living elsewhere . e . . . e e .
Other items 22 42-38 468 1 100 4 138 17 5447
Total 309 6429 173 4057 45 6042 15 9002 43 18599

100-00

33 2364

Income group

@

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26to 50
Rs. 51to75
Rs. 76to 100

Rs. 101 ;nd over

Total

25 and below
26 to 50

Rs. 51t078

Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total

Rs. 25 and below
26 to 50

Rs. 51to7S

Rs. 76to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total

Rs. 25 and below

Rs, 26to 50

Rs, Slto7s

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs.
Total

101 and over _
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TABLE No. XXVII
Indebtedness

Indebtednessty income group

Thousehoids  holdsindebr  of debod  depiaduess
households
3) 0)) ) 6)
Rs.
6 2 3333 800
47 47 10000 17,830
14 14 10000 4,200
1 1 100-00 2,000
2 2 100-00 1,600
70 66 94-29 26,430
s 2 40°00 450
18 16 8889 8,240
8 8 100°00 3,475
7 6 8571 5,000
29 19 65'51 24,095
67 81 76:12 41,260
4 3 75‘-00 - 25
26 2 769 5,565
4 T2 50°00 2,250
1 -
3s 7 « 2000 8,065
2 2 10000 580
11 8 72'72 1,355
5 s © 10000 3,275
2 2 10000 - 1,000
4 4 100°00 3,900
7! 2 8750 10,110

Average indebted-

ness for household
in debt

Q)
Rs. nP.
40000
379-36
300°00
2,000:60
80000

40045

225060
515-00
434-38
833-33
1,268'16

809°02

8333
2,782'50

1,125°00

1152 14

29000
16938
65500
50000

" 975400
ara;
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Asari

Konar

Nadar

Vannan

Pandar:m

@

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26to 50
Rs. 51to75
Rs. 76to 100
Rs. 10! and over
Total
Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26to 50
Rs. 511075
Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 10! and over
Total
Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26to 50
Rs. S1to75

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over

Total
Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26to0 50

- Rs. 51to75

- Rs. 7610 100

Rs. 101 and over
Total

Rs. 25 and belew

Rs. 26to0 350

Rs. 51to75

Rs.. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over

Total

€)

22

14

16
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4)

19

11

Table No. XXVII (contd)

&)

10000
8182
8333

100°00

86'36

64-28

190°00

60°00
100°00

10000

7143

10000
100-00
100°00

10000

10}
Rs.
350

2,300

2,655

1,550
6,855

2,000

350

850
150
1,215

Y]
Rs. nP,
116'67
255°56
53160

77500

36079

222:22

175°00

19167

m

Brahmin

Ambattan

Naidu

Chettiar

Kuravan

@

Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26to 50

Rs, 511075

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over
Total

Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 261t0 50

Rs. 51to75

Rs. 76to 100

Rs. 101 .and over
Total

Rs. | 25 and below

Rs. 26to 56

Rs, S51to75

Rs. 76to 100

Rs. 101 and over
Total

Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26t0 350

Rs. 51to75

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over
Total

Rs. 2.5 and below

Rs. 26to 50

Rs. 51t0 75

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over
“Total
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Table No. XXVII (contd)

3

)}

(5)

100-00

'100-00

3000
60'00
50:00

10000

100°00

100-00

66°67
75:00
100°00
10000

6)

Rs.

300

300

2,750

650

W)
Rs. nP.

20000
30000

300-00
26667
600-00
1,075'00

916°67

162°50

975°00
81666
15:00
20°00

1%
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Mudaliyar

Parayan

Chakkiliyan

Puthirai Vannan

Christian Pallar

@

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26t0 50
Rs. 51t075

Rs. 76 to 100

‘Rs. 101 and over

Total

Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26to 50

Rs. 51t075

Rs. 76to 100

Rs. 101 and over
Total

Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26te S50

Re. 51t075

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over
Total

Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51to75

76 to 100

3

Rs. 101 and over
Total
Rs. 25 and below

Rs. 26to 50
Rs. 51to75
Re. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total
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Table No. XXVII (contd)

€) “ &)
l .
1
1 she
l *
l .
1
1 1 100°00
1 1 100°00
8 8 10000
20 19 95:00
2 2 10000
1 1 10000
31 30 96.77.

©

Rs.

)]
Rs. nP.

e

.o

16000

10000
15313
2158
20000
30000
21083
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Table No. XXVII (Contd,)

4} 2) (3)

Christian Nadar Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26to 50 1
Rs. 51to75
Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total 1

Athiest Rs. 25and below
Rs. 26to 50
Rs. S1to75

Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over 1
Total 1
Village Total Rs. 25 and below 33
Rs. 26to 56 173
Rs. 51to75 45
Rs. ,76 to 100 15
Rs. 101 and over 43

Total 309

66. Among Pallars, 94.28 per cent of households are
in debt, though the average debt per household is only
400.45 which is less than the average for the village.
Here also, the average is higher in the case of higher
income groups. In the case of Thevars, again the trend
is noticed, that is, the average debt per household
increases with income. Though only 76°22 per cent
of houscholds are indebted, the average for the
community is Rs: 809.02. We find a change "in the
case of Ambalakkarans., There is only one household
with more than Rs. 75 as income. But thelow income
groups are heavily indebted, the average for the groups
Rs. 26-50 and Rs. 51-75 being Rs, 2,782.50and Rs. 1,125
respectively. Just four households in these two
groups are having a total of Rs. 7,815. For the
community as a whole, though only 20.59 per cent

4)

[

23

131

42

12

30

238

houscholds are indebted, the average works out to.

(5 () ‘I )
Rs. Rs. nP,
100°00 2,000 2,000 00
100-00 2,000 2,000:00
6969 4,370 19000
75°72 47,710 364'19
93-33 17,955 427°50
80:00 10,765 89708
69°77 34,145 1,138°17 -
77:02 114,945 48296

Rs. 1,152.14. Thirty out of 31 households of Christian
Pallars (96.77 per cent) are having debts the average
being Rs. 21083 per household. In the case of
Vellalas, 21 households out of 24 (87.50 per cent) are
having debts, the average being Rs. 481.42. Most of the
other households belonging to minor communities are
also indebted. But the average debt per household is
low. Practically, in all cases, the average increases
from lowest to the highest income groups.

Cause of debt

67. This is analysed under twelve categories. For the
village as a whole, we find that the major portion of
borrowing has been for day to day ordinarywants. In
most of the cases, it is for house construction and
marriages—14.84 per cent and 13.27 per cent respectively
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Community

(4))]

Pallar

Thevar
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TABLE No: XXVIII

Indebtedness by cause

Cause

&)

(a) Purchase of land

®

(c).
@)
(e)
®
(8)
(h)

)

(a)

(b)

(c)

@
(®
(3]
(8
(h)

(i)

House construction or repairs to
existing building

Marriages

Festivals

Sickness

Ordinary wants
Household cultivation
Confinement

Business run by the household

Total

Purchase of land

House construction or repairs to

existing building
Marriages

To clear outstanding debts
Sickness

Ordinary wants
Household cultivation
Confinement

Others
Total

Amount of
debt

3
R"
1,000

5,250
3,350
100
800
13,130
1,800

1,000

26,430

6,300

6,170
6,100
5,800
300
11,892
4,100
100

500
41,260

Number
of families
in debt

)

18

1

94

7

Proportion of debt

due to cause to the

total amount of debt,
(Percentage)

&)

378

19:86
12:68
0-38
3+03
4968
681

378

100 00

1527

14-95
14°78
14:06
073
2881
994

024

100°00

m

Ambalakkaran

Vellala

Konar

V—12
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Table No. XXVIII (contd)

)

(a) Purchase of land

(b) House construction or repairs

to existing building
(c) Marriages
(d) Ordinary wants
(e) Household cultivation

Tetal

(@) House construction or repairs

to existing building
(b) Marriages
(c) Sickness
(d) Ordinary wants
() Household cultivation

Total

(a) House construction or repairs

to existing building
(b) Marriages
() Sickness
(d Ordinary wants
(¢) Household cultivation

Total

(8) Ordinary wants

—

Total

3
Rs.

1,800

450

600

4,415

300

8,065

2,05)
400
700

4,460

2,500

10,110

4,125

870

50

4,060

750

6,855

2,350

2,350

“

25

25

56

11

11

&)
22:32

558

744
5474
992

100-00

20-28
396
692

44-11

24°73

100°00

16-41
12'69

073
5923
1094

10000

10000

16000
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(1)

Nadar

Pandaram

Vannan

Brahmin

Ambattan

Naidu

S
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Table No. XXVIII (contd)

)

House construction or repairs
to existing building

Marriages

Ordinary wants

Total

House construction or repairs
to existing building
Ordinary wants

Total

House construction or repairs
to existing building
Ordinary wants

Total

Ordinary wants

Total

Ordinary wants

Total

Marriages
Ordinary wants

Household cuitivation

Business run by the household

Total

Q)

Rs.

315 |

700
1,200

2,218

250

1,150

$60

1,400

800

2,750

2,750

100
250
200

100
650

®

14:22

31°60

5418

100:00

2174

7825

100-00

3572

6428

100°00

100°00

100-00

100°00

100°00

1539

3846

3076

15:39

O}

Chettiar

Kuravan

Puthirai Vanpan

Christian Pallar

Atheist
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Table No. XXVHI (contd).

@ [6))

(a) House construction or repairs Rs.
to existing building ‘ 250 '

(b) Ordinary wants 700

(c) Household cultivation 1,000

(d) Business run by the household ‘ 500

Total 2,450

(a) Ordinary wants 35

Total : s

(a) Ordinary wants 100

Total 100

(a) Purchase of land » 200

(b) House construction or repairs

to existing building ' 200

(c) Marriages 600
(d) Ordinary wants 5,025
(¢) Houschold cultivation 300
Total T 6,318

(&) House construction or repairs

to existing building 500
(b) Marriages 1,500

Total 2,000

®

10°20

2857

40-28

2041

100:00

10000

16000

10000

100-00

316

316

9-48

79-45

475

10000

2500

75-00

10009
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Table No. XXVIII (contd).

M )

Village Total (a) Purchase of land

(b) House construction or repairs
to existing building
(c) Marriages

(d) Festivals

(¢) To give dowry

(f) To clear outstanding debts

(g) Sickness

h) Ordinaﬁ wants

(i) Heusehold cultivation

() Confinement

(k) Business run by the household
Others

Total

The borrowing has been negligible as far as festivals,
confinements of ladies, business etc., are concerned.
Borrowing for cultivation also accounts for only 9.96.
Table No. XXVIII indicates the causes of debt,

Thus borrowing has not been mainly for productive
purposes. These loans will, therefore, increase the
repaying capacity of the borrower and he will find it
extremely difficult to free himself from the obligations:
Studying it community-wise, we find that Hindu Pallars
conform to the village pattern. Regarding Thevars, the
two peculiar features are that 14.78 per cent of debts is
for marriage purposes and 14.06 per cent is for clearing
outstanding debts. Ambalakkarans borrow mainly for
ordinary wants and for purchase ofland and marriages.
Asaris incur 12.69 per cent of debts for marriages. All
the borrowings of Konars are for day-to-day expendi-
ture. Nadars incur 31.60 per cent of debt for
marriages. All the borrowings of Brahmins also are
for ordinary wants. In all the other minor communi-
ties also, ordinary wants is the main cause for debt.
One peculiarity in the village is that the expenditure
on festivals is not much. No household spends more

®) @ ®)

Rs.

9,300 10 809
17,060 84 14:84
14,220 34 1237

100 1 009

5,800 3 5:04

1,850 9 161
52,965 196 4608
11,450 24 996

1,100 4 096
600 2 0'53
500 1 0'43

114,945 68 100-00

than Rs. 40 on festivals. Most of them spend em%er
nothing or less than Rs. 5. To sum up, we can classify
debts as follows :

Nature No. of house-  Amount of  Percentage
of debt holds in debts debt to total
Rs.
Productive 120 38,410 33.42
Unproductive 232 67,785 38.97
Unavoidable 16 8,750 7.6
Total 368 114,945 100.00

Debts incurred for purchase of land, household culti-
vation, house construction and repairs, and bl:lSiﬂcss
are productive and will be enhancing the capacity of
the borrower. Debts due to sickness, confinement of
ladies, etc., are unavoidable and the rest are unpros
ductive,
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68. The main source for borrowing these amounts
has been the village money-lenders. Due to fear of
them, people do not reveal the rate of interest or other
conditions of the loan. But still they admit that the
rates are high; in the absence of other borrowing
agencies to give them these loans, the people will be
forced to go to them again and again. Very high rate
of interest adds to the burden of the loan and many
people find it difficult even to remit the interest in
time, leave alone the principal. Sometimes, they
pledge their ornaments or mortgage their lands; when
they become almost helpless, they are forced to part
with their assets. The people of this village have
realised the importance of developing other agencies
for supply of credit. In 1960, a multi-purpose Co-opera-
tive Society was started in the village and its main
function is to cater to the financial needs of the
villagers. Being a small society, it can give only
smaller amounts for short terms: This will mean that
the people will again resort to borrowing from money
fenders. The Society has to be improved to meet the
financial requirements of the village folk.

Livestock

69. The position of livestock in this village is not
at all satisfactory. The animals are very unhealthy and
their efficiency from the point of view of milk yield or
draught capacity is very low. Thelargenumbers do not
truly represent the position of animal lifein the village.
Forty seven Pallar houscholds own 113 milch cattle.
Fifty-two Thevar households own 139 animals ; 22

Ambalakkaran houscholds own 47 animals, 15 Vellalar
households own 25 animals and 4 Chettiar households
own 33 animals. Regarding the draught bullock, 57 Pallar
households, 53 Thevar households, 18 Ambalakkaran
households, 12 Vellala households, 12 Asari house-
holds, 14 Christian Pallar households own 124, 218,
40, 38,24 and 27 animals respectively. Fifteen Thevar
houscholds own 41 buffaloes and the rest own only
very small numbers. The ownership of sheep, duck
and pig is very meagre. The livestock statistics is
given in Table No. XXIX.

Poultry

70. Regarding poultry, 39 Pallars and 35 Thevar
households own 108, 118 birds respectively. There is
no proper effort to improve the breed of the birds.
There is also no attempt at maintaining proper grazing
ground. There was a cattle pound which is now in a
dilapidated condition. After the harvest, some people
from Ramanathapuram, Tiruchirapalli and Madurai
etc., bring ducks in large numbers to this village and
they are allowed to live in Peria Eri for a month or
two. They are also allowed to take their food from
the fields and the villagers charge them roughly about
Rs. 1,200. The eggs are collected and sent to Madras
and other towns for sale. This money is utilised for
maintenance of the supply channels (locally called
Varthalai) for diverting the jungle stream to the Peria
Eri. A man is supposed to regulate the water supply
and he is paid from the annual fund of the village. The
ducks are brought twice in a year after the harvest.
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Community

(1
Pallar

Thevar

Ambalakkaran
Vellala

Asari

Konpar

Nadar
Pandaram
Brahmin
Vannan
Chettiar
Ambattan

Naidu

‘Kuravan
Parayan
Mudaliyar
Chakkiliyan
Puthirai Vannan
Christian Pallar

Nadar

*”

Atheist

Total
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TABLE No. XXIX

Livestock Statistics -

CHAPTER V

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

Religion and castes

J1. The major religions in the village are Hinduism
and Christianity. Out of 309 households, 278 embrace
Hinduism and the rest are Christians., All the
thirty-one Christian families are Pallans converted.
The Christian Pallars live separately from the Hindu
Pallars and have their own priest and parish. Though
outwardly we de not find any persecution practised on

the basis of religion, caste system exists in the village.
Various castes move about freely though intercaste
marriages are not found in latge numbers., Harijans
have been given entrance to the temples but still they
do not enter the interior rooms of caste Hindus.
During the survey, an attempt was made to assess the
opinion of the people regarding the admissibility and
desirability of intercaste marriages and the results are
given in Table No. XXX. Most of the people prefer

TABLE No. XXX
Permissibility and desirability of intercaste marriage

Milch cattle  Draught bullock Goat / Sheep Buffaloes thk Fo‘wl
y e W A ~ b W ot _— -
T L2 42 i 42
g'a . 8‘; 3 g'g . [«] E . o E °- .g E °'
58 g = S <5 3 <5 2 o 2 ° 3
ce z ° 7z ° z =g % ) 3
3 37 g3 23 23 g2 3
29 2 AR z2° 8 zZ B z 8 z &
@ O @ © © ® O (10) (1 1) ay»
3 108
47 113 57 124 4 32 o - oo e 9
52 139 53 218 1 25 15 41‘ 1 4 35 118
9 18
22 47 18 40 . 2 3
v 9 24
15 35 12 38 oo 1 1 e
e L 24
9 13 12 24 v .
. 2 4
5 16 ] 1§ ver Iy .
- 4 8
1 6 1 2
7 14 2 4 . 3 10 e aee b i1
3 5 2 5 *tw - e
1 2 2 4 . see ove e wse 4 13
4 33 4 8 2 50 1 2 v e 2 11
2 4 2 4 .- . .
2 7 2 4 . o . oee 1 3
.80 e e l 3
4 10 14 27 . con . . ore voe 13 40
» »"e e . see e l 3
l 3 1 4 1Y} 'Yyl [ (1] (113 e '.'. (1}
175 447 190 521 7 107 22 57 1 4 133 388

Number of persons Number of persons
Community Number of persons who consider it who consider it de-
interviewed permissible to join sirable to join
marital tie with marital tie with
any caste . all castes
Pallar 70 . 6
Thevar 67 1 2
Ambalakkaran 35 1
Vellala 24 4
Asari 2 1 1
Konar 16 e e
Pandaram 7 . ’
Nadar 7 .o
Vannan 5 - 1
1Brahmin 5 . 1
Ambattan 4
Naidun 4 cas
Chettiar 4 e oer
Kuravan 2 . on
Mudaliyar 1 s oes
Chakkiliyan | . e
Parayan 1 . e
Puthirai Vannan 1 . e
Christian Pallar k)| 1 3
\ ,»  Nadar 1 .
Atheist 1 .
Total 30 3 20
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to maintain status-quo and do not express any positive Caste Panchayat :
liking for marriages into different castes, The caste

system anyhow has not stood in the way of progress 72, Caste Panchayat used to play a dominant role

for Harijans. In fact, the Harijan locality of the in the past in §cttling disputes between varimlxs
village is clean and the houses are just like the houses members of a particular caste. Usually, elderly people
of Caste-Hindus. The Vice-President of the local used to constitute.these l?anqhayats but, of late, these
Panchayat is a well-to-do elderly Harijan who is at  have dwindled in their importance. Only amon%
present building a strong tiled house. They are hard- the Thevars and Christian Pallars, there is some sorto

working people and many of them own lands. apology for caste Panchayats. But their influenceds

TABLE No. XXXI

Funetions of Caste Panchayat
No. according to whom

Community holt\llsoc'h?){ds fugﬂgg:yc;t;c:ge
e . thoir welfare.
Hindu Pallar 70 1
Thevar 67 10
Ambalakkaran 35
Vellala 24 e
Asari 2
Konar 16
Hindu Nadar 7
Pandaram 7
Vannan 5
Brahmin 5 o
Ambattan 4
.Naidu 4 _ -
Chettiar 4 o
Kuravan 2
Mudaliyar ‘ 1 ' - s
Chakkiliyan 1 -
Parayan 1 s
Puthirai Vannan 1 ...‘
Christian Pallar ] 31 31
« Nadar 1
Atheist ‘ 1 .
Total | 309 )
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very limited. The objective of the Caste Panchayats as
given in Table No. XXXI is stated to be to settle
disputes and promote general welfare.

General knowledge

73. General knowledge of the people seems to be
very low. In a village, so much dependent on land
which is handed over from generation to generation,
only four persons as shown in Table No, XXXII knew
something about the changes in Hindu Laws of
Succession and Adoption.

Moreover as shown in Table No. XXXIII, 221 house-
holds out of 309 knew the name of district head-
quarters, 264 the taluk headquarters and 275 the police
station. Peculiarly enough, only 110 households
knew the Panchayat Union Headquarters.

It is also seen from Table No. XXXIV, that only 6
persons were aware of the prohibition of Untouchability
under the Law. The spread of education is now on the
increase, We can hope, therefore, in the next gene-

‘ration, the position will be improved considerably.

TABLE No: XXXII

Awareness of changes in Hindu Laws of Succession and Adoption

Number of Number aware that

. persons there have been
Community interviewed changes in Hindu
n~doption Act

Thevar - 67 1
Konar 16 1
Brahmin 5 1
Naidu 4 1
Panchayat

74, Thevillage Panchayat Board for village came into
being on 18th August 1960, It has eight members
including the President and the Vice-President. The
President belongs to Thevar community and the Vice-.
President to Pallan community. The distribution of
members is one Thevar, 2 Pallans, one Pillai, one
Christian, one Ambalakkaran and one Naidu. In the

present sct-up in the State, the Panchayats are entrusted

with the task of collecting taxes and implementing the
development works.

Clvic administration

75. In the opinfon of the villagers, the most

mportanltathing attended to by the Panchayat Board
Ve

S e et e e - - IR

Number aware Number that could

Number that could thatthere have dercribe the changes
describe the changes been changesin in Hindu Succession

in Hindu Adoption Hindu Succes- Act correctly
Act correctly sion Act
*ee 1
1
” l

has been to metal the road to the village. Due to
jungle streams and other water-course on the way, the
work has not been completed so far. The Panchayat
has also started an Elementary School in the village,
which has now been upgraded to Higher Elementary
level. Table No. XXXV clearly shows the awareness
of the villagers of the Panchayat and its functions.

A good number of villagers feel that the
Panchayat can help in the general improvement
of the village. Though ne one holds the view
that Panchayat has done any harm to the village,
most of the people feel that, since the inception of the
Panchayat, there has been no improvement or harm to

- the villagers. -



98 ' VILLAGE SURVEY

TABLE No. XXXIII ’
Range of information
Total ) Number of heads of houseLholds who know the name of )
Community No. of District Taluk Panchayat Block Police Principal rivers )
households headquarters headquarters  headquarters station of the district
Hindu Pallar 70 46 65 17 64 70
Thevar 67 53 57 34 59 67
Ambalakkaran 35 28 ' 32 13 31 35 pon AT I F A i
' Vellala 2 19 20 16 19 u
Asari 22 15 17 3 19 19 i .
Konar 16 16 16 4 14 16 _ : o T oo
Hindu Nadar 7 7 7 1 ' 7 7 r ' : | SR B U
Pandaram 7 -1 7 2 7 6 ‘ e
Vannan S 3 3 2 5 . 5
Bt s s 5 s s s | Lt SRS
_Ambattan 4 3 3 2 1 4
Naidu 4 2 4 2 4 4
Chettiar 4 3 4 3 4 4
Kuravan 2 1 R 2 2
Mudaliyar 1 T 1 1 1 1 1
Chakkiliyan 1 | v v . 1 The Panchayat Board building which houses the Village Co-operative Society,
’ Social Education Centre and the Mother and Child Welfare Centre.
Parayan 1 1 1 1 ' 1
Puthirai Yannan i 1 1 1
Christian Pallar 3 10 13 s ® 2.
»  Nader 1 1 1 T ¥
Atheist: 1 ’ t 1 1 1 1
Totsl 309 28 264 no : | b1, 3‘ )
s o —
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The Co-operative Society at Vilangulam.

TABLE No. XXXIV

VILANGULAM:

Awareness of Untouchability Offence Act

Community

Pallar
Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala
Asari
Konar
Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan
Brahmin
Ambattan

Naidu

Chettiar
Kuravan
Mudaliyar
Chakkiliyan
Parayan
‘Puthirai Vannan
Christian Pallar
»»  Nadar

Atheist

Total

1

Number of
_ persons
interviewed

70

67

35

24

16

31

Number of persons
aware of prohibition
of Untouchability
under Law

99
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TABLE No. XXXV - TABLE No. XXXVI

Information about main functions of Panchayats . - Opinion about improvement through Panchayats
No. that could  No. that could describe Functions of the No. according to whom after No. according to No. according to
. No. of  tell the period  the main functions of Panchayat (Sani- Remarks on the ;’ta"ﬁmhmtzt ot'stauéteory whom after establish-  whom after esta-
Community house- of existence of the Panchayat tation, water  effect of the intro- N anchayat thore has been ment of Statutory blishment of
holds Panchayat . A — supplyand Tax  duction of the 3 - ’ Panchayat there  Statutory Panchayat
correctly Road con- General improve- collection) Panchayat Act N has been there has been
struction ment of the village neither improve-
N . . . ment nor harm
Pallar ' 70 59 21 27 1 , ’ Improve- o Harm
No. of Improve- ment Improve
Community house- ment (b) Road me':“ (c-
Thevar 67 60 18 25 2 , holds (8) Road & maintenance )
\ of school
Ambalakkaran 35 o 32 8 22 2 L.
Pallar 70 8 62
Vellala 24 19 1 9 s 3 :
Thevar 67 9 2 “ 56
Asari oo o
sari 2 18 3 8 Ambalakkaran 35 4 1 30
Konar 16 14 1 12 2 s . Vellala 24 7 17
Nadar 7 5 1 T Asari 22 2 . )
Pandaram 7 6 3 2 vee cae Konar 16 1 o ves e 15
Vannan 5 3 1 . e - Ngdar 7 .. 1
7 1 . oon 5
Brahmin 5 5 2 3 o . Pandaram !
. Vannan S . )
Ambattan 4 4 oo
‘ Brahmin 5 5
Naidu 4 4 1 1 .
Ambattan 4 - " 4
s 4 1 3
Cliettiar 4 Naidu - 4 4
Kuravan : 2 2 — Chettiar = 4 1 - 3
Mudaliyar 1 - Kuravan 2 Lo 2
. Mudaliyar 1
Parayan 1 y !
‘ Parayan 1 1
Chakkiliyan 1 ) 1 s e
: - \ Chakkiliyan 1 1
Puthirai Vannan 1 1 e P
, Puthirai Vannan 1 1
Christian Pallar k) | 22 4 12 onr Christian Pallar 31 7 2
» Nadar 1 o - e . ,, Nadar 1 1
heist 1 1
Atheist 1 1 1 A
Total 309 41 3 - 265

Total 309 260 64 1 - 7 o
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It is understood from Table No. XXXVI that

only 44 households out of 309 feel that there
has been some benefit. Another benefit supposed
to have accrued from Panchayat administration
has been the distribution of manures, pesticides
and agricultural implements but even here only
very small proportion to the total population are
satisfied. Many people are not aware of the existence
and functions of Gramasevaks. One feels that we
have to go a long way in making the people feel the
impetus of development. projects. Mainly it is the
delay caused by official procedures that make the
villagers impatient. They condemn the whole adminis-
tration if they do not get seeds, fertilisers, pesticides
etc., in time and in proper quantities.

Temples

76. There are two major temples in Vilangulam
village of which one is a Siva temple and the other
a Vishnu temple. The Siva temple, dedicated to
Lord Akshayapureeswarar is located in Vilangulam
itself, while Sri Sundara Kothanda Ramaswamy shrine
is situated in the Ammanichatram hamlet. Sri
Akshayapureeswarar temple was built some 200 years
ago during the period of King Serfoji of Tanjore.
Buses are often plying from Pudukkottai, Karaikudi
and Tanjore upto Sedhubavachatram, from which one
has to walk a distance of about 44 miles to reach this
temple. The presiding deity Sri Akshayapureeswarar
is represented by a 9’ high installed Lingam. The
vigraham of His consort is about 3’ high. Lord
Ganesa, Subramania and Chandikeswara are the other
main deities of the temple. There are also uthsava
vigrahams here, for several deities, all made of
panchalogam. The temple covers an area of about 30
cents. It is facing east and has two pagodas,
one praharam and a tank. Poojas are performed
twice daily by a hereditary Gurukkal who is
paid a monthly salary of Rs. 25. The immovable
properties of the temple comprise 41 acres of wet and
4.5 acres of dry lands which, by way of rent fetch an
annual income of Rs. 3,045 inclusive of Dhastik allo-
wance of Rs. 45. This is utilised for the payment of
salary to the Gurukkal, taxes and for the upkeep of the
temple. The temple owns three vahanas, namely, a
Rishabham, a Peacock and a Bhoodham, all made of
wood. The temple does not observe any festival. The
temple is managed by a single trustee appointed by the
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Board.

77. Sri Sundara Kothanda Ramaswamy temple was
constructed during the days of King Serfoji of

Tanjore some 200 years ago. It is facing east and
covers an area of about 25 cents. It has a pagoda,
one praharam and a tank. The principal deities
of the temple viz,, Sri Rama and His consort
Sri Sitha Devi arerepresented by stone vigrahams of 44’
and 3’ high respectively. There are also vigrahams for
Sri Lakshmana and Sri Anjaneya. The several festival
idols here are all made of panchalogam. A noteworthy
feature of this shrine is that it was visited twice by
Sri Jagadhguru Sankaracharya of Kanchee Kamakoti
Peetam, in 1923 and 1963. A Brahmin Bhattachary
offers two poojas daily, who is paid a monthly salary
of Rs. 22, The temple owns about 10 acres of wet and
15 acres of dry lands which are leased out for rent.
This fetches an annual income of Rs 2,600 which also
includes an anmnual compensation (Dbhastik) of
Rs. 1,800 by the Government. This amount is spent
towards the salary of the Bhattachary, payment of
taxes and for the general maintenance of the temple.
There are three wooden vahanas here viz., Garudan,
Elephant and Horse, which are in a state of disrepair,
The temple has no festival. A single trustee appointed
by the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments

Board is in charge of the temple. .

Recreation

78. Facilities for recreation are very meagre. No
important games are played in the village. Only the
children going to school play with dolls whenever they
get the time for that. There are no parks, reading
room etc. There is a radio in the Panchayat Office
which is tuned on the evenings. Usually, villagers
listen to the ‘ programme for villages® and cinema
music. The most important form of recreation is
seeing Cinemas. There is cne touring cinema theatre
about five miles away and a permanent theatre at Pera
Urani which is ten miles away. In spite of the distance,
no change of programme is missed by the villagers.
Men go by bicycles or country carts; women either
walk or go by carts. The general activities of the
villagers is given in Table No. XXXVIIL.

Family Planning

79. Out of the entire population, only 73 ’persons
are aware of the fact that pregnancy could be avoided
by deliberate means. 14 Thevars, 14 Ambalakkarans,
11 Vellalas, and 9 Pallans are aware of it. The
numbers are very low as far as other Castes are
concerned. None in the village knows about the
existence of the Family Planning centres. The attitude
towards Family Planning has been studied with

Sri  Akshayapureeswaraswamy temple, Vilangulam,

Sri Sundara Kothanda Ramaswamy temple,

Ammanichatram.
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TABLE No. XXXVII
General activities

Number of households

103

Community 'l;(;_tah‘l:g_. Reading daily b?rg!gil?e \;h?;hmvevgll:k lyﬂesn:)‘:‘e\fvg;c‘l?igl‘(-c tﬂin;?'evzt?iill}];?\;e
holds Newspaper for Social uplift aetive part in politics  joined in Co-oper-
ative Societies
Pallar 70 . . 29
Thevar ' 67 6 3 41
Ambalakkaran 35 1 “ 4
Vellala . 24 1 - 1 i1
Asari _ 22 - . 9
Konar 16,
Nadar 7 - . 2
Pandaram 7 1 .
Vapnan 5 .o - 1
Beabmin ' 5 3 oo -3
‘Ambattnn 4 . . 1
Naidu 4 1 T 1
Chettiar . 4 2 . 3
l(uravaﬁ ‘ 2
Mudaliyar 1
Chakillyan t
Parayan 1 e
Px;thini Vannan 1 "
Christian Pallar 31 1 5 '
,» Nadar 1 1
Atheist 1 1 1
Total 309 16 6 111
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reference to the number of sons and daughters in each
household. In the case of Pallars, there are 11 households
having more than three children of which one wants
more children and ten want no more children. All the
seven households having no sons desire to have more
issues. Butout of the 14 households, having no
daughters, only 8 desire to have more children. Out
of the 16 households, having no children, !3 hope for
more issues while two are indifferent.  Taking the
cases of Thevars, all the three households having more
than three children want no more issues. Out of nine
households having two or three children, only one wants
more children, two are indifferent and the rest want no
more issues. There are 11 households having no sons
of which seven want more children, one is indifferent
and the rest want no more children. The desire to have
more children is still less in the case of households having
no daughters, only 4 out of 16 households want more
issues and 4 are indifferent. Peculiarly enough, 35.7

" per cent of households having no children, desire to

have children while 57 per cent want no children.
Thus, we can see that Thevars as a whole favour small
families. As far as Ambalakkarans are concerned, 50
per cent households having more than 3 children wish
to control the size of the family while 50 per cent are
indifferent. Sixty per centof households having no sons
desire to have children while 20 per cent want no more
children and the rest are indifferent. In the case of
households having no daughters, the percentages ate
50 per cent, 12,50 per cent and 37.50 per cent respec-
tively. Among Vellalas, all the families having more
than three children desire to have controlled familiesand
in contrast to that 66.67 per cent of households having
no children wish to have more issues. 100 per cent of
households having no sons hope to get more children
while only 28.57 per cent of households having no
daughters desire so. Table No. XXXVIII brings out
the position relating to other castes clearly.

80. The general trend seems to be that majoiity of
households (84:38 per cent) having more than three
children desire to have no more children. Compared
to this, only 66.67 per cent households having no
children wish to get more issues. Generally, house-
holds (76.36 per cent) having two or three children
also pgrfer to have no more additions. As between
households having no sons and no daughters, the
percentage wanting more children is 69.23 for the
former and 42 for the latter. About 12 per cent
to 13 per cent of households are indifferent relating
to the size of the families.

8l. Family Planning has been studied also with
reference to the age of the head of the household and
the findings are in Table No. XXXIX. The position

- regarding individual caste is seen in-the Table. For

the village as a whole we find that out of forty-five house-

~ holds, the ages of heads of households of which are

above fifty, five wish for more children (11°11 per cent),
32 do not want any additions (71.11 per cent) and 8 are
indifferent (17.78 per cent). In the age-group 41-50,
there are sixty households of which 18 want more
children (30 per cent), 32 want no more children
(53.33 per cent) and the rest are indifferent. For the
age-group 31-40, the figures are 35 (42.68 per ceat) and
12 households (14.64 per cent). In the case of house-
holds whose heads are aged between 21-30, a large
number, namely, 66.13per cent desire to have more
children and only 12.9 per cent are indifferent. In the
lowest agg groups, 20 or less, there is also the desire
to have larger families, Thus wefind the lower the age
of the head of the household, the larger is the desire to
have more issues and vice-versa. No serious deviation
from this tendency is seen among any individual
caste/case. Family Planning attitudes with reference
to the child-bearing women, to the duration of
marriage and to the income of the head of house«
hold are indicated in Table Nos. XL to XLII.
)

VILANGULAM

‘TABLE No. XXXVIII

Information and attitude towards Family Planning with reference to number of sons and daughters

V=14

Number wanting more children

. hgl:s.eggl%?:;'ge g::: Percont-  Have Percent- Have Perzent- Have P A
Commnly RS e D e e e
eatre dren children
n 2 3) 4) (5) ) ) )] 9 1m an (12)
, Pallar 1 909 - 7 10000 8 ST 13 8128
Thevar 1 1 7 6364. 4 2500 s 35
Ambalakkaran 1 1429 3 6000 4 5000 4 10000
Vellala 1 50:00 2 100°00 2 28'S7 2 66°67
Asari 2 33:33 1 50-00 2 66'67 6 10000
Konar 1 3333 3 50'0Q'
Nadar 2 5000 1 100700
Pandatam o e 1 10000
Vannan . 1 5000
Brabmin . . 1 50°00
Naidu 1 10000
Chottiar ove 1 100°00 "
Kuravan o ves .
Mudaliyar “ .
Parsyan . ve e see
Puthiml Vansan e 1 10000
Christian Pallar oo e 1 12:50 5 62:50 2 56:00 5 7144
»  Nagdar .
Atheist - 1 10000
- Tetal e 312 6 .1092 .27 @2 27 918 « 66.67
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' Table No. XXXVIII (contd.)

Table No. XXXVIIK (contd.) Information and attitude towards Family Planning with reference to number of sons and daughters

Information and attitude towards Family Planning with reference to number of soas and daughters : Number who are indifferent
— Number wamin‘g no more children . . :::: Percent- Have  Percent-  Have Percent« Have Percent- Have Percent- No.tha;:are
Community H?l;.r:nmgre Pg’::nt- Hzivae Pel;cge: - H,,“;” Pe;sc:nt- H:(\;e Pc:c;eent- Hna;/e P:l;fm' Community ctllxll?:i‘rgn o éﬁ- e :g:l e dausnl:)ter e chil:i‘t?en oee pcrgﬁ?ﬁ?
children children son daughter children ren ‘ ‘ de]?ggg’g,&%,
(13 9 a1s) (6 an 18 (19) (20) Qn (2 , 23 29 25) (26) @n @8 @9 @G  aGn (32) (33)
Pallar 10 9091 10 10000 6 4286 1 6-25 Pallar 2 1250 9
Thevar 3 10000 6 6667 - 3 2727 8 50-00 8 5714 Thevar 2 22 1 909 4 2500 1 715 14
Ambalakkaran . * 5500 5 9142 1 2000 1 12+50 o _ Ambalakkaran 1 5000 1 1429 1 2000 3 37'50 14
Vellala s 100°00 1 50:00 2 28'57 - i Vellala 3 4286 1 33:33 i1
Asari 3 10000 4 6667 - Asari e 1 5000 1 333 .. 6
Konar vor 1 10000 1 10000 2 3333 Konar 1 100°00 2 | 66°67 1 1667 4
Nadar ’ 2 10009 2 5000 o Nadar e
Pandsram 37500 1 10000 .. . Pandarem toowe o " ' }
Vannen . . " " 2 6667 . o L . o _ Vaopan o s 1 3333 . e 1 5000 -
Brahmin 1 3000 1 10000 Brahmin 1 5000 1 5000 . 2
Ambattan 1 10000 Ambattan 1 100-00 1
Naidu 1 10000 1 10000 Nalds _
Chettiar . . N . . 1 100:00 1 10000 Chettiar e - 1 100°00 o 2
Kuravan . 1 10000 o . ' Kuravan e »
Mudaliyar n L 10000 Mudaliyar . . o
Parayan . . " 100.00 . N ™ mm “es I “ee see oes s .o .or ase
Puthirai Vannan . . ) Puthiral Vannan . e e
thistian Pallar 5 62:50 1 1250 2 5000 l . 14-.2.8. | Curaian Pelle i o R 1 o ’
. Nadar ! 10000 | S , , Nadar - - e | w o
Atheist - - : T Atheist 1
Towl W MM @ 6 7 1798 2 e 19 2064 B | Total ‘. T '_"” b ue M ues s ue - B
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TABLE No. XXXIX Table No. XXXIX (contd.)
Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to age of the head of household . Attitade towards Family Planning with reference to age of the head of household
Number wa.nting more children, the age of the heads of housshold (Male) being ‘ _ _ Number wanting no more children, the age of the heads of household (Male) being —
~— L \ Above  Percent- Percent- Percent- Percent- 20 or  Percent-
Community 5332:; Pe;;znt- 4150 P:rgcéent- 3140 Perac:ent- 2130 Pe;ch;nt- %gssor _Pe;geent- Community 50 age 41-50  age 3140 age 21-30  age less | age
()] () (3) @ " © -(7) ® o (19 ) “ @ ah o ayode o w. o @ D
pallar . 12:50 . 25 ’ 15 57:69 8 28:59 . 100 Pallar 7 - 8750 10 71-43 9 3461 1 11
Thevar i 625 4 4000 s AL'67 5 2846 ) 100 Thevar 13 81°25 3 30:00 6 5000 _ 6 46'15
Ambalakkaran 4 4445 8 7500 Ambatikiarso P P Pooww S
 Vellala 1 1428 2 3333 1 5000 3 7500 Vellsla oo M toBw
Asari .- 1 2500 4 ST 5 8333 1 100 Asari D Poomw 3o toee
Konar 1 3333 1 25:00 1 2500 1 100°00 ver Konar 1 3333 1 2500 2 5000
Nadar 2 4000 1 10000 Nadar _ 1 10000 3 6000 -
Pandaram Ly apa Pandatam 1 10000 2 65T 1 on ..
Vannan ‘ . 1 . 050 e e e Vannan 1 050 1 10000 o
Brahmin 1 0% Brabmin 1 10000 1 0%
Ambatien - Ambattan 1 16000 ; .
I;Iaidu . 1 10000 e . Naidu ‘ 2 10000
Chettiar 1 050 . Chettiar | 2 10000
Kuravan e  Kuravan 1 10000 ..
Mudafiyar - Mudaliyar o1 10000
Parayan e e v o . Parayan . 1 100°00 sos o
Puthirai Vannan - e 1 10000 Puthirai Vannan o e e .
Christian Pallar 1 10000 2 285 2 2500 8 7273 : Christian Pallar B 4 54 4 5000 1 909
»  Nadar - e v » Nadar . . 1 10000 -
Atheist w1 10000 .- Atheiss . ) ) )
Total S w18 ne B a8 @M 6613 4 100 | | ' - — -
I—m—r— o : ret—————r——— erro— ' Total 3 7111 32  s38 33 a7 13 209
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Table No. XXXIX (contd.)

Attitade towards Family Planning with reference to age of the head of household

Community

Pallar
Thevar
Ambalakkaran

Vellala

Asari

Konar

Nadar

Pandaram

Vanran

Brahmin

Ambattan

Naidu

Chettiar

Kuravan

Mudaliyar

Parayen

Putbirai Vanoan

Christian Pallar
» Nadar

Atheist

Total

Number who are indifferent the age of heads of the household (Male) being

rAbove Percent- Percent- Percent- Percent- 20 or Percﬂ;t-
50 age 41-50 age 31-40 age 21-20 age less ago
22) 23) 24) (25) (26) @n (28) 9 - (0 @3n
2 770
2 12:50 3 30:00 1 833 2 1539
. 1 2500 2 22:22 3 25:00 .
2 28'58 1 16'67 1 5000 e
2 10000 e er
1 3334 2 5000 1 2500 .y
L4 . o0 (113 l o.so . LT L) (11} YY)
1 050 . 1 5000
0 e . eed 1 ]oo.w ! lm.m a8 [(11)
vos v 1 100'00 . . . . .
1 050 . .
1 14:29 2 25:00 2 1818 .
8 1778 10 16'67 12 1462 8 1290

TABLE No. XL

VILANGULAM

Attitude towards Family Planning with re{erence to age of the child bearing woman

Community
)
Pallar
Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala
Asari
Kenar
Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan
Brahmin
Ambattan
Naidu

Chettiar

© Kuravan

Mudaliyar

Parayan
Pudhirai Vannan
Christian Pallar

,»  Nadar

Atheist

Totat

Number wanting more children, the age of the child bearing woman being

Above 40 Percent- 36-40 Percent- 31-35 Tercent- 26-30 Percent- 21-25 Percent- 16-20 Percent- Less Percent

age age age age age age thani16 age
1¢)) 3 @ ) (6) ) ] 1C) B (1)) an a3 3y g9 a5
2 1818 2 2000 3 27°27 11 7857 7 87:50 4 10000 .

1 5:88 1 1667 3 42'8¢ 3 60°00 S 4167 4 6666

. 1 2500 3 6000 6 75:00 2 5000 ...
1 2000 1 16°67 1 50:00 1 10000 2 SO'OOV 1 100700

. . o - 3 60°00 3 7500 5 10000 .., e
1 333 .. 1 5000 1 10000 1 10000

o o "o e e . .o 3 7500 Y oo . .o
1 3333 .

(T} ote awe e (113 (11} l o.” ede 'Y 1YY

e (1] l IW'OO ['1L] .p- (1Y) ,ee

(1) b l ’ lw.w . 1 e ‘e e

. vos . 1 050 .

1 100°00 - w e

1 20°00 2 10000 1 3338 2 25:00 5 7143 2 10000

e . o o o 1 10000 ... .
7 1186 8 2581 9 2198 26 5652 33 41 20

ao M LT ase
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Table No. XL (Contd.)

Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to age of the child bearing woman

Community

Pallar
Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala
Asari
Konar
Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan -
" Brabmin
Ambattan
Naidu
Chettiar
Kuravan
_ Mudaliar
Par;ayan

Puthirai Vannan

Christian Pallar

Number wanting no more children, the age of the child bearing woman being
Aw

~

Above 40 Percent- 36-40 Percent- 31-35 Percent- 25-30 Percent- 21-25 Percent- 16-10 Percent- Less Percent-

s»  Nadar -

Atbeist

_ Total

age . age age age age age than 16 age
(16) an  gs A9 (20) @y @ @ ) @5 (26 (27) (28) (29)
9 8182 8 000 6364 2 1429 1 120
13 7647 3 5000 42:86 2 4000 6 5000 1 1667 .. ..
2 - 6567 2 10000 5000 1 2000 1 1250 -
2 4000 4 6666 5000 - 12500 ..
1 3333 10000 2 4000 1 2500 ..
1 3334 1 5000 66'67
2 100700 5000 ... 1 2560 ..
2 6667 1 10000 10000 e .
1 05 1 0% .
2 100'00 . o eve e
) o 1 10000 .. ..
100-00 1 10000 “ - v e
L 10000 1 e .. - - e
. 1 10000 - . . .
1 100°00
_ 1100700 w e
4 8000 1 3333 3 371% 1 1429
. 1 10000
a M 15 6 B se10 13 w2 13 W4 2 800 . .

Community

_Pallar

Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala

Aasari

Konar

Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan
Brahmin
Ambattan

Naidu

Chettiar

Kuravan
Mudaliyar
Parayan
Puthiu'i Vannan
Christian Pallar
. Nadar

Atheist

Total

V-—-15

VILANGULAM

Table No. XL (contd.)

Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to age of the child bearing woman

{
Number who are iudiﬂ'el;ent the age of the child bearing woman being

113

Above 40 Percent- 36-40 Percent- 31-35 Percent 26-30 Percent- 21-25 Percent- 16-20 Percent~ Less Per?enb

(30)

10

s

age age age age age age than 16 age
3N @2 33) G4 3% @) . (397 (@9 39) (40, 41 (42) 43)
. oo 1 9:09 1 714 e
17°65 2 2333 1 14'82 1 833 1 16°67
3333 . o 1 2500 1 2000 1 1250 - 2 5000
40'00 1 16'67 1 2500
6667 .
33-33 1 %00 1 333 1 5000 .
. 1 050 v
050 1 100°00 .
1 10000 1 10000 - e ase
l lm.m .. LX) (113 (1]]
11 l lw.oo . .. ees (11} LTY) (1Y)
ate 1 3333 3 315 1 1429 e
16'98 4 129 9 2195 7 1522 5 980 3 e .,
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14 : VILLAGE SURVEY ) Table No. XLI (contd.)
TABLE No. XLt

: Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to daration of marriage
Attitade towards Family Plapning with reference to duration of marriage

Number wanting no more children, duration of marriage' being
A

. Number wanting more children, duration of marriage being .Co ; " Over20 Percent- 1620  Percent-  11-15 Percent. 6-10  Percent. 5 or less Percent-
8 ¥ mmunity years  age years age years age years g . years  a
! Over 20 Percent- 16-20 Percent-  11-15  Percent- 6-10 Percent- 5 or lss Pe:ogbt‘ : ) ) 8¢ ye g
Community years age years age years age years age years 8 |
(12) 13) (14 (13 (16) an 1) 9 (20) 21
9 (10) (tn
ON @ O w o © @ ® o Pallar 17 8500 7 sg4 2 1428 1 1667 -
\ . . 100°00 : .
Pallar 3 15:00 4 3333 1" 78°58 5 83°33 6 Theva s 6818 s 5000 ) 14 s <00 .
Thevar 2 9:09 3 5000 2 2887 4 4000 6 7500 Ambalakkaran 3 7500 3 5000 1 2500 1 1250
Ambalakkaran 1 1667 3 7500 6 7500 2 5000 Vellala 6 6000 1 3333 1 2500
Vellala 1 10°00 2 6667 2 50°00 2 10000 Asari 2 50°00 3 10000 1 33-33 1 12:50
Asari ) 6667 2 100°00 7 87°50 Konar 3 5000 1 5000 .
sari sis .on sea Y »
. 1 100°00 Nadar t  -100:00 2 10000 1 33:33
Konar 1 16'67 2 10000
Nad ; 100-00 2 6667 e Pandaram 2 66°67 2 160°00 .
adar .o oer
Vanpan 1 050 1 0°50
Pandaram 1 33:33 ,
Brahmin 2 100°00 v . .
1 o.so oss .. LI e .
Vaonan v Y ' .
. Ambattan 1 100°00
. l lw'm e vee e bt )
Brahmin ver .
Naidu 1 100-C0 1 100°00
Ambattan e -
Chettiar 1 10000 1 050
Naidu 1 10000
' 1 10000
s l o.so wos e e et Km‘a‘an . N
Chettiar o .
i . " - Mudaliyar 1 10000 o " "
Kuravan se o
Parayan 1 10000 -
M dali ar P ~as oo eon badd e o** .
udaliy ] Puthirai Vannan " .
Pa"t'ayan . PR PYYY o0 . e LL1] ove V
1 100°00 . - Christian Pallar 4 6667 2 £0-00 1 20:CO 1 1667 1 1667
Puthirai Vannan ooe (11} . wes XY e 000
» Nadar - 1 100-00
. ” + A a4 . (YY)
Christian Paliar CR LR 1 2500 2 4000 3 000 s 8333 :
oo - ) . A
i Nadag PP oee oo ooy s 0o YY) oe
100°00 .
Atheict . - 1 Total 5 7024 25 5558 13 3023 1 2558 4 10-51
—rE—— T T—r————— e T —————
‘otal 1 1309 12 2667 23 8349 21 &1 2 7898
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Community

Pallar

Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala

Asari

Konar

Nadar

Pandaram

© . Vannan

Brahmin
Ambattan

Naidu

Chettiar

Kuravan
Mudaliyar
Parayan

Puthirai Vannan
Christian Pallar
Nadar

Atheist

Total

VILLAGE SURVEY

Table No. XLI (contd.)

Attitude towards Family Planniog with reference td duration of marriage

Number who are indifferent duration of marriage being

5 or less Pcreent-‘

Over 20 Percent- 16-20  Percent- 11-15  Percent- 6-10  Percent-
years age years age years age years age years age
(22 (23) 24) (2% (26) @7 28) (29) (30) K1)
. .ee 1 833 1 7:15 oee
5 2273 s 1 14:29 1 10°30 1 12'50
1 2500 2 33-33 1 12°50 2 50-00
3 30°00 .. 1 2500 or
T2 50-CO ose
2 3333 1 100'00 1 50°00 . v
. .- 1 100°00 aee . o
1 0:50 1 100-00
. 1 10000 1 10000
"o 1 100'00 o . b soe
1 10000 e
1 25-00 2 4000 2 3333
14 16'67 8 1778 7 1628 5 1163 4 1051

Community

a

Pallar

Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala

Asari

Konar

Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan
Brahmin
Ambattan
Naidu

Chettiar
Kuravao
Mudaliyar
Parayat
Puthirai Vannan
Christian Pallar

Nadar

Atheist

Total
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TABLE No. XLII
Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to monthly income
Number wanting more chilgren having monthly income of
l.}cs'olvglr Pegcgeem' 765100 Per:gegt' sis Pegfem' 26550 "Z‘;:““ o T P%’;’:“"‘
) 3) 0] &) ©) ) ®) ) (10) (m
1 10000 3 25:00 5 5952 .
6 23:09 2 4000 3 42°86 4 3078 2 10000
1 100°00 1 33:33 8 40'00 2 100°CO
2 40-00 5 62°50
2 43°00 8 7272 1 50-00
o 1 10000 3 2728
1 100°00 2 4000
ee 1 2500 .
1 2000
1 33:33 -
o 1 3333
1 3333
1 10000
9 50°00 4 6667
1 100-00 . |
9 21.95 4 36:36 13 3333 68 4657 9 56.25
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Table No. XLII (contd.)

Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to monthly income of

Number wanting no more children having monthly income of

Rs. 10l Percent- Rs.

Community Percent- Rs. Percent- Rs.  Percent- Rs. 25 I’em:mT
& over  age 76-100  age 51-75 age 26-50  age or less age
(12) a3 (14) as (e  an (18) (19) (20) @
Pallar 2 10000 o 75:00 13 3572 1 10000
Thevar 17 65-38 2 40-00 2 2857 7 5364 -
Ambalakkaran 2 6667 6 30:00
Vellala 4 10000 1 10000 3 6000 -
Asari 2 100°00 3 6000 1 9:09 1 50°00
Konar 4 36'36
Nadar 1 10000 . 3 6000
Pandaram 1 10000 . 3 75'00
Vannan 2 40°00 “
Brahmin 1 33 1 10000
Ambattan - 1 10000
Naidu . 2 6667 -
Chettiar 1 333 1 100
Kuravan . 1 100-00
Mudaliyat . ! 100:00 e
Parayan 1 100-00 R
Puthirai .Vannan
Christian Pallar 1 10000 . 6 3333 2 3333
»  Nadar . . 1 10000 .
" Atheist - .
Total 27 6585 6 8458 21 5384 52 3562 6 37-50
= I,W —— - — g——— e

Community

Pallar

Thevar
Ambalakkaran
Vellala

Asari

Konar

Nadar
Pandaram
Vannan
Brahmin
Ambattan
Naidu

Chettiar
Kuravan
Mudaliysr
Pasayan
Puthirai Vannan
Christian Pallar

Nadar

Atheist

Total

In respect of Chakkiliyan community, the particulars are nil,
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Table No. XLII (contd.)
Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to monthly income
Number who are indiffereli having monhtly income of 7
’ 1;3,032‘1 m::eent- 7613.00 Pear::nt- Sll‘-s‘;s Pe:::nt- 2?_35.0 P:{:;nt- oRr.'l ez.i Pe:g:nt?
@ @ ey ey e @ @ 2 0 G
2 476
k] 11-53 1 2002 2 28:57 2 15:38 .
6 3000 .
e ver .. 3 3750 1 10000
o o . 2 18°19 .
ooe 4 36-36 .
aor o e 1 100-00 . . .
. . vee vee . . 2 40°00 e
1 3333 oo o 1 100+00
- e oee .o oo i 100°00 .
1 33:33 . aes e
- 3 16'67
s 12w 1 90 s 1283 % 1 1 628




" CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

82. . Generally, Thanjavur district is imagined to be
an area of splendour, but villages like Vilangulam in
the south and south-western parts of the district do not
support such a view. The village of Vilangulam is
also mainly dependent on agriculture, but the people
earn only just enough to subsist. The agricultural
methods are still old-fashioned. The village is at the
tail-end of Cauvery Mettur Project channel and
cultivation is entirely dependent on this source. Pro-
bably due to the proximity to the sea, yield is not
good. Industriailisation has not yet reached this
village. The people are not adventurous and in spite
of the insufficient income from agriculture, they refuse
to take to industries.

83. A large portion of the population is steeped in
poverty and indebtedness. Housing and sanitation
leave much to be desired. Medical facilities are
practically absent in the vicinity of the village, Edu-
cation has just started spreading and its benefits will

be known only after a good number of years. Social
customs and outlook have not changed much. People
still have their superstitions and imaginary fears
practically in every walk of life; Caste system still
prevails, though it is not oppressive to any section as
it used to be. But caste still plays the role of creating
barriers in the village community:

84. Panchayat movement is taking its roots only
now. Unfortunately the enthusiasm of the local
people as far as the movement is concerned isnotquite
encouraging. They are not taking full advantage of
the various development schemes that are formulated
and implemented through the panchayats. :

85. In spite of these drawbacks, one can definitely
say that a pace of change has set in. By a slow process,
practically all aspects of village life are bound to
change. One cannot predict how long it will take
before substantial changes are visible.

Name of village:

APPENDIX 1
CENSUS 1961 — SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY
Household Schedule

Person or persons interviewed:
(a) Name of the head of the household:

to head oP
Religion

household
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Relationshi;

House number: Serial number:

income
Tertiary
occupation/
monthly
income
not working
Is the
occupation
traditional
ornot?

Activity, if
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123 VILLAGE SURVEY ‘

A. DURATION OF RESIDENCE:

household? (Answer Yes/No.)

(2) If such a marriage has taken place, give
details about the marriage.

()] With what castes or tribes other than the
caste or tribe of the household is marriage

(e) Are you aware of the fact that the taking of
dowry has been prohibited according to a
recent piece of legislation ?

4, (a) For how many generations, counting from L. .
head of the household backwards, has the 9. Have you any objection to contr?ct marriages
household been residing in this village ? for persons of your household with persons of

’ : same social and economic status as yours but
(b, If the head of household has migrated to belon{ing to the following communities.
this village, together with the household, [Mark with a (V) the names of the com-
where was his ancestral home? munities against which you have no objection.)
(Specify taluk, district and State.) . (Communities to be listed in the village) :~
B. RELIGION: D. INHERITANCE ;
. Religion : 10. (@) Do you know that there have been changes
5 (?) cligion in recent years in Hindu Adoption Act?
(b) Sect: (Answer Yes/No.)
(c) Tribe or Caste: (6) If yes, what do you think are the salient
(d) Sub-tribe or sub-caste : * features of recent changes? (List of
: - salient features to be prepared.)

6. (a) Is therea deity. or object of worship or a 11. (a) Do you think that there have been changes
sacred plant in the house? (Answer in recent years in Hindu Succession Act?
Yes/No.) (Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If ‘Yes’, where is the deity or object of (b) If yes, what do you think are the salient fea-
worship located in the house ? tures of such changes? (List of salient
(c) What is the name of the deity or object of features to be prepared.)
worship or sacred plant and what is the 12. (a) What relatives, including male members and
form of worship ? widows and daughters, married and un-
(dy Other than this, what is the principal deity married, }nhcm property on the.death
of the household ? of a married male person belonging to
the same caste as your houschold ?

7. Do you know that pntouchability in any form (b) What is the share of each such member ?
has been prohibited under law? (Answer
Yes/No.) 13. Are you in favour of inheritance of property by

daughters equally with sons?
C. MARRIAGE: B. PROPERTY:
8. (a) (1) Has any marriage in contraventipn qf . Land.
Caste or Tribal Law taken place in this
14. If the houschold possesses land, fill up the

following :—~

(a) (1) Own lands.
(2) Land held direct from Government
under tenure less substantial than

(1) Permissible. ownership.
(2) Desirable. (3) Land held from private persons or
. institutions.
(¢) Was dowry given on the occasion of the . )
marriage of the son?  (Answer Yes/No.) “) Lal;ﬁstgi::ﬁ;:) nc;ut to private persons or
If ¢<Yes’, mention amount-— .
kind. wash and - (5) Land held on lease.
(6) Others,

(d) Was d9wry given on the occasion of the
marriage of the daughter? (Answer
Yes/No.) If “ Yes*, mention amount,

Total .,,
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(b) Total area under cultivation :
(¢) Area comprising homestead :
(d) Name of crop.
(i) Paddy
(ii) Wheat
(iii) Cholam, Ragi, Cumbu
(iv) Pulses including gram
(v) Sugarcane
(vi) Barley
(vii) Vegetable
(viii) Jute
(ix) Chilties
(x) Tobacco
(xi) Oilseeds
(xii) Cotton
(xiii]) Ginger
(xiv) Fodder or bamboo cane
(xv) Fruits

(xvi) Other agricultural crops (Maize,
Jowar, Bajra, etc.)

(e) What is the organic manure used ?
(/) Do you use chemical fertilisers ?

(&) Do you use any new agricultural implement
which has been taught to you for the first
time in the last five years ?

(h) Do you borrow agricultural implements
from others at the time of cultivation ?

(i) Do you take help of neighbours at the time
of sowing or harvesting ?

(j) Do you assist your neighbours and receive
help at the time of cultivation in the
shape of manual labour ?

15. How much did your father own at the time of
his death ? :
(a) Land in acres.
(b) Houses and other property.

16. (@) Do you own any cattle or poultry? Give
pumbers, '
~

Quantity obtained
Jast year

Quantity
consumed

antity
Qusold

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

APPENDIX

(i) Milch cattle.
(ii) Draught bullock.
(iii) Cows, goats, sheep, pigs, duck/gheese
and fowl, and buffaloes.

(b)) How much milk ormilk products do you

sell?

Fishery—

(a) Does the household own any tank ?

(b) If fish is reared, was any quantity sold last
year? (Answer YesfNo.) If ¢ yes,” mention
quantity.

INDUSTRY : -

Do you conduct any industry? If yes, is it

traditional ?

(@) What are the products? Quantity produced
and quanity sold last year.

(b) Which of them do you sell to neighbours or
in the market?

(c) Have you taken up this industry for the
first time in the course of the last five
years?

(d) Have you adopted any new tools or instru-
ments for running this industry? If so,
name the details of the tools and
instruments.

Name the art or craft in which you have earned
proficiency.

When and how did you learn the art or craft
concerned ?

(a) Do you consider further training necessary ?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If Yes, describe the type of training you
desire.

(a) What was your father’s occupation?

(b) If youhave changed your father’s occupation,

: why have you done so ? _

(¢) Were you forced for lack of choice into this
occupation? (Answer Yes/No.)

(@) Have you yourself changed your occupation

: from another kind to this one? (Answer
Yes/No.) .

(&) Ifyes, explain why you have changed your
own occuption ? ’

(¢) Are you " content with the present
ocgupation ?

125
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24,

25.

26.

Ly

Neow s w

)OOC

10.
11.
12.
13.

4.

Coll o A

VILLAGE SURVEY

(d) Ifnot, what other work you are doing?

(a) Are you content with the present occupation ?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If ‘No’, what other work you are doing?

What kind of work would you like your
son to do?

(a) If you are engaged in trade or business, men-
tion the commodities dealtin.

(b) How do you get your finance ?

(c) What is your approximate profit?

INDEBTEDNESS :
If the head of household is in debt—

(a) Mention amount of debt oustanding,

(b). Is the household indebt? 1If ¢ Yes’, fill
the following :—

(a) Cause—

Purchase of land.

House construction or repairs to existing
building.

Marriages.

Funerals.

To give dowry.

To clear outstanding debts,

Sickness.

Confinement.

Family day-to-day expenses.

Household cultivation.

Industry run by household.

Busim‘ass run by household.

Festivals.

Others.

(b) Source of debt—
Relatives.
Friends or neighbours.
Village money-lenders.
Professional money-lenders from outside.

Government institutions,

Amount

Amount
Rs. nP.

Rate of interest

APPENDIX

Co-operative Credit Societies.
Land Mortgage Banks.

Other Co-operative Societies.
Others (Specify).

EDUCATION:

(@) How much did you spend last year on the
education of your children ?

(b) Does any member of the household regularly
read a newspaper or listen to news broad-
cast ?

ST ow e

I. COMMUNITY:

28. (a) Does the head of the household know head-
quarters of district, taluk, Panchayat Union
council and Block Development Office,
location of the Police Station under the
jurisdiction of which the village is ?

(b) Does the head of the household know the
names of the principal rivers flowing
through the district ?

APPLICABLE TO ZAMIN VILLAGERS AND
THOSE RECENTLY SETTLED

29. (@) Do you think that Abolition of Zamindari
and Intermediary Rights has resulted in
any good to you? (Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If yes, indicate how you have benefited.
(¢) If ro, why have you not been benefited ?

30. (a) Have you benefited from any scheme of land
reclamation or land development or any
other form of Land Reform? (Answer
Yes/No.)" '

(b) If yes, explain how have you benefited ?

>31. (@) Is there a Co-operative Society in your

village? If yes, how many are there? If
no, do you desire to have one ?

(b) If yes, are you a member ? (Give the name
of the society or societies.)

(¢) If no, why are you not a member ?

32, (@) Is your village covered by the Community
Development Project ?

(b) Do you know what are the functions of
Gram Sevak ? (Answer Yes/No.)

(c) If yes, describe his functions.
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33, (@) Have you benefited from the Block Develop-
ment Office? (Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If yes, how have you benefited ?

34. (a) Is there a Panchayat in your village?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If yes, how long has the Panchayat been in
your village ? .

(¢c) What are thc main functions of the
Panchayat ?

(d) Whatare the main parties in your Panchayat
and which caste is leading the Panchayat ?

(¢) Has there been any improvement in your
village since the Panchayat was established ?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(/) Ifyes, what have been the improvement ?

(g) Has there been any harm after its establish-
ment? (Answer Yes/No.)

(h) If yes, what were the evils ?

35. (a) Has any caste or tribe of your village got a
separate Panchayat of its own? (Answer
Yes/No.)

(b) If yes, what are the main functions of this
Caste or Tribal Panchayat ?

(c) Since the Statutory Panchayats are function-
ing, do you think these caste or tribal
Panchayats should still continue? If yes,
why should they exist ?

36. (a) Is there a Family Planning Centre in your
area? (Answer Yes/No.)

(b)) Do you know that man and wife can prevent
" conceptidn of a child by deliberate means,

if they wish to do so?
(c) Does the head of the household wish that

no more children were born to him? Or
does he wish for more? Or is he indifferent?

J. DIET:

37. (a) -How may times a day do the members of

the household take their meals? Are they .

vegeterians or non-vegetarians ?

() Wha't'are the usual items of diet at each
meal ? (Specify whether rice, wheat,
grams, roots etc.) )

APPENDIX

(c) What are the foods or drinks prohibited ?
(d) Does the household take sugar/tea or coffee ?

K. UTENSILS:

38. (a) What utensils are used for preparing food
and for storage of drinking water ?

(6) Of what materials are important utensils
made ?

(1) Earthenware.
(2) Aluminium.
(3) Copper. .
(4) Brass.

(5) Bversilver.
(6) Silver.

L. FUEL:
39. What fuel is ordinarily used for cooking ?

40, How do they procure it ?

M. FURNITURE AND ORNAMENTS:

41. (a) Does the houschold possess a bedstead/
chair/table / mirror / bench / local cot/wall/
shelf/almirah/stool. (Cross out those not
found.)

(b) Isthe household using any new kind of furni-
ture for the first time in the last five years?

(¢) [Ifso, what are they ?
(d) Does the household use mosquito nets ?
42, List all the ornaments used by (a) men and (b)
. women. Give the local names and
mention whether gold or silver or brass

"or any other material is mainly used.
Give drawings.

N. HOUSES:

" 43. Give details about the house materials.

Roof—
(1) Mud roof.
(2) . Country tiled.
(3) Mangalore tiled.
(4 Terraced (pucca roof),
(5) Zinc sheet,
V=17
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©)

Q)

@®)

©

(10)

(11

(12)

Wall—

(1

@

3)

@)

(5)

(6)
™
)
&)
(10)

(1)

(12)
(13)

Floor—

(1)
0
&)
@
©)

VILLAGE SURVEY

Tin roof.

AsBestos roof.
Corrugated iron roof.
Wooden roof.

Straw or grass roof.
Leaf roof.

Others.

Mud wall.

Bamboo wattled wall.

Mud plastered bamboo wattled wall.
Wall of twigs and branches.

Wall of twigs and branches plastered with
mud.

Reed wall.

Mud plastered reed wall.
Wooden wall,

Brick wall. '

Straw or grass wall.
Leaf wall.

Stone wall.

Others.

Mud floor.
Cement floor.
Wooden floor.
Stone floor.

Lime and mortar floor.

Number of slopes—

One.
Two.
Three,

APPENDIX

Number of slopes—(cont.)
Four.
Five.
Six or more.
Without slope.

44. (a) Give a plan of the house and compound
showing the main places, the material of
the roof, walls and doors.

(b) Total number of rooms in the house.

Nore.—Give sketches and photographs
wherever possible.

0. CONSUMER GOODS:

45. (1) (a) Does the household possess hurricane
lantern / petromax or hazak / battery
torchlight / kerosene stove / bicycle
gramaphone/radio set ?

(Cross out those which do not apply.)

(b) Has any of the items been acquired
the first time in the last five years?
If yes, which are these articles ?

(c) Does the household use toilet soap/
washing soap ?

(d) Are clothes sent to washerman ?

POSSESSIONS :
(2) Does the household possess—
(a) Car.
(b) Bullock cart.
(c) Jutka.
(d) Ponies.

46, (A) Maternity cases:

(1) Cases hospitalized.

(2) Number of cases—
(a) Confined in hospital.
(b) Confined by bringing doctor home,
(c) Confined by qualified midwife at home,
(d) Confined by unqualified ¢ Thai’ at home.
(e) Confined without assistance.

(B) Medical treatment.

What is the medical system followed ?
(1) Allopathic.
(2) Ayurvedic,
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(3) Homeopathic.
(4) Combination of more than one of these.
(5) Others. )
(C) Medical consultation.
Where do you go for medical consultation ?

(1) Public hospitals or dispensaries.
(2) Private hospitals or dispensaries.

(3) Private doctors—
(a) Allopaths,
&) Hbmeopaths.
(¢) Others.

(D) Vaccination.
How many members of the family have bsen
vaccinated ?
(1) At least once.
(2) Within the past six months.

47. Income—

Total family income per mensem from—
(@) Land.
(b) Industry.
(¢) Business.
(d) Occupation.
(¢) Others (specify source).

48. Average monthly expenditure —
What is the expenditure on—
A. Food—

(1) Cereals and pulses—
(a) Rice.
(b) Other grains,
(¢) Dhall
(d) Total.

(2) Vegetables—
(a) Potatoes.
(b) Tapioca.
(¢) Onions.
(d) Coconut,

(e) Others.

(/) Total. .
(3) Non-vegetarian—

(@) Meat.

(b) Fish.

(c) Egg.

(d) Others.
) Mik
(5) Ghee and oils—

(a) Ghee.

(b) Oils.

(¢) Total.
(6) Condiments—

(a) Chillies.

(b) Tamarind.

(c) Others.

(d) Total.
(7) Sugar—

(a) Sugar.

(b) Jaggery.

(c) Total.

(8) Coffee and Tea—
(@) Coffee.
(b) Tea
(¢) Total.
(9) Ligquor—

(10) Tobacco—
(a) Smoking.
(b) Chewing.
(¢) Total.
(11) Other foods including refreshments.
Total under food:
B. Education'—
(1) Fees.
- (2) Books.
(3) Uniform.
(4) Others.

-
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C. Clothing. (25 If yes, specify the amount so cleared.
D. Fuel. , (3) During the last ten years—
E. Marriage. (a> Have you acquired any property ?
£, Festivals. (b) Have you made any savings in cash or in
G. Miscellaneous. the shape of ornaments, etc.?
(1) Dhoby or soap. (¢) Have you finvested capital in any new ‘
(2) Barber. undertaking or building ?
. d) Have you opened a voluntar count i
3) Travelling. ( you op y account in
) ‘ g B any Post Qffice Savings Bank or any
(4) Medical fees and medicines. i other bank ?
5) Religious observances.
(5) Religious 8 (¢) Have you invested in N.S.C. or prize bonds .
(6) Amusements. orother forms of Rural Saving campaigns?
Q) PI‘O.Vlant Fund and other compulsory (f) Are you a member of any chit fund or
savings. other indigenous funds except where it is
(8) Payments of debts. ' wholly from any debt incurred for the
(9) Remittances to dependants residing purpose and/or the proceeds of any sale
elsewhere. of property ?
8 Others. 51:  Extra-curricular activities—
Total. Has any member or members of this household—
49, (@) Has the Household secured during the (a) Worked for social uplift.
last five years ? (b) Taken active part in politics.
(1) Better irrigation facilities. . . .
(2) Better types of cattle (¢) Joined any Co-operative Society.
. (d) Joined any club, library, dramatic party
(3) Better seeds. or other cultural organisation in the
(4) Better implements, village.
(5) Better manure.
(6) More land for cultivation. SOCIAL DISABILITIES :
(7) Use of Pesticides. 52, (a) Do you have free access to—
(8) Improved methods of cultivation like (1) Shop, hotel or restaurant.
hod.
Japanese metho _ (2) Temple or place of worship.
(9) Land improvement measures like land .
reclamation, soil conservation and con- (3) Any other place of public resort.
solidation. . . .
() Have youreccive 4 demonstration in improved () Do the following render you their services—
agricultural practices ? ' (1) Brahmin priest.
(c) Have you participated in ac.tivit'ies of Com- : (2) Barber.
munity Project by gontnbutmn of land, (3) Washerman.
labour, cash or material ?
(4) Any other village servant.
80. Prosperity Index— {c) Are you avoided by Caste Hindus in regard to—
(1) Haveyou cleared any debt which existed prior (1) Touch
to 10 years from the income of the hoyse- : |
hold 7 (2) Serving cooked food.

(3) Serving water.
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() Distance of the Telegraph Office from the ..

APPENDIX Ii village.

CENSUS 1961—SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY “"%‘g ‘;‘my be sent through that Post
. ce '

Village Scbedule ,
8. Religious practice followed by members of each

Name of Police Station/Taluk: Name of District. caste, tribe and religious group in the village.

] : _ The description of the religious practice in each

Name of village: L. C. No. of village. , case should begin with the name or names under

. which the Supreme Being is known -

Area of the village: No. of Households ' ceed from cex?emoniea thgat might bea:gs?r:::r?n
What is the religion which majority of the villagers profess? a'ﬁ:{‘:dp;;:ﬁ::°ffn;:ﬁ:‘::mb:ﬁ?d:: ui: )

Name the caste to which the majority of the villagers belong: 9. Give details of places of common religious

worship, if any. :

» 10, Describe community festivals, if held in the
1. Topography of the village : village.

11. Dresscommonly worn by the villagers with special
- reference to peculiarities on account of Caste,
Tribe or religious sanction or economic status,

(a) Is the village situated on a plainjon an
undulating surfacefon a plateau/on a hillock/
or at the bottom of a depression ?

12. Number and types of schools In the village.

(6) The system of grouping of houses — average _
distance between two clusters of houses— ‘13, Describe Social Recreation Centres, if any.

reasons for such grouping e.g., whether on ‘ . .
e o : ‘ 14. State of Co-operative mavement in the village,

account of the nature of the surface of land :
or on account of the social customs. (Number and names of Co-operatives.)

(c) Internal roads — Tanks — village common— | \ .
any stream or other extensive source of water 15-A.Details of crime statistics for the past ten

— proximity or otherwise of any jungle— years,
— Approximate number of shade — bearing ] | \
d how they are arranged. ‘
e Year Place of crime No. and nature of crime Remarks
2. What is the local legend about the village ? '
3. Detailed- description of average h-ogse of the
members of each casteftribe, religious group,
occupational group in the village. | _
4. Name apd distance of Hat or Hats to which .
surplus produce of the village is taken for sale.
5. Name and distance of the nearest railway station
and the bus route. .
€. Distance by road from Thana and sub-division - o | |
‘headquarters. _ i§-B. Prohibition Offences i~
’ : - - . 5 [} il —i g
7. (¢) Distance of the Post Office from the village. ’ - Year . Place of crime . Number .. Romarks .

V=19

I
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16, Details of births and deaths for the last ten years;

: Births Deaths
Year Month —— |
Males Females

e ——ee
Males Females Males Females

Natural increase

A brief note on the cause of death:

17.  Details of village lands classified by crops:

Year Name of group Extent of land

18. Total population of the village in 1931, 1941
1951 & 1961. )

19, Is the village electrified ?
20. School statistics in detail.

21, What are the common diseases in the village?

-,

22. Give your impressions of cleanliness,
23. Drainage and sanitary facilities—A note.
24, What is the source of drinking water?

25. Is out-break of epidemic frequent and whatare
the preventive and curative efforts taken to
combat them ? '

26. Isthere a Primary Healh Centre or Maternity
Ward? Which is the nearest hospital ?

27. Is widow-remarriage allowed by different castes ?

28. What are the sources of irrigation in the village?
~ Give number and types and brief note there on
including the number of pumpsets.

29. Give the number of tempies/mosques/churches
in the village. .

+30. 1s there any Co-operative Society in the village ?
Give a detailed note on it. ’

31. Total livestock in the village as per the 1956
Census and the present position. '

32, Isthere a Key Village Centre in the village? 1f
not, which is the nearest Veterinary Hospita] 2

33. Is there a cattle pound in the village ?
34 Do the villagers tatoo their bodjes ?
35. Do they favour female education 9

36. Are there any ancient monuments jn .
" If yes, give a note on them, ~ the village ?

3% Give the current proverbs in ¢he village‘f
38, Giye a noteon the Panchayat,

Village leaders, Members of Paschayat, Priests and other ofiict bearers

Remarks

nn
Members

or outside the village

Other offices held inside

Remnne-
tion, if any)|

ks

How gained

position

Since when
holding the office

Name , Caste Occupation Age

Name of organisation

Statutory Panchayat

. Caste Panchadyat

(Name of caste)

Other leaders

Members of Board-of Directors

of Co-operative Society
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bt ]
'y
caste,

A ete
(His name,

address,
occupation)

Who trains
players,

Vil
What agency
sponsors,
. promotes or
finances

Role player,
audience
otherwise

ge, do visitors from

VIL

the other village participate ?
g sr}s%m;!ﬂfiﬁ%‘ﬁﬂ{‘{;

If activity is in villa
Approximate No.

Ed

VI
Extent of
pation
people of
some)

as audience

(Many, few

Or communities

partici
of
the main castes

B

Extent of
active par-
ticipation of
main castes &
communities
some)

people of the
in performance
- (Many, few,

- Recreational and arfistic activities enjoyed by the villagers

s €~

1v
duration
daily,
mont

- Frequency &
so_nal, etc.,) -

the village, (specify whether

place.)

tance of the

Where room
- placed (If out-
side,

name & dis-

’

* Brief
description

|

Sports & Games

* Indicate nature and reason of celebration.

Dancing etc.,

Type, of
activity
show, etc.

Fairs

4. Films trip, Puppet

2. Drama, Music, " .
. Cinemas
7. Other entertainments

6. Festivals

1.
h T IS

APPENDIX fIr

Glossary of Local Terms .

. Local Terms Engiish Eguivalents
1. Adi o Tamil month corresponding to July-August.
2 Angavastram A folded shawl generally worn by all elderly
' males over the shoulders or around the neck.
3. Anthi ' ...  The waving of lighted camphor to dispel the
supposed effects of the blight of eye before the
person on any auspicious occasion.
4. Gurukkal ) -+ A priest or purohit.
5. ~ Iddli Steam-cooked rice cake usually eaten at
' breakfast by South Indians.
6.  Kar crop &g e The short term paddy crop.
7. Kodi N NGl .. A new dloth.
X Karumadhi . b Sixteenth day obsequies after ~the burial or
. 14 cremation of a dead person.
. N A= A UK e .
‘9, Nalangu song : A song sung during the ceremony performed
_ to ward off the effects of evil eyes.
" 10. Nathaswarsm «« A long musical windpipe.
11. Nellupattarai A receptaclg for grains made of straw.
12, Panchalogam a S‘ q Five metals, viz., gold', silver, copper, iron and lead.
: 13. - Paracheri ‘ The segregated settlement of Parg
. 14. Pe{ﬁa Bri e Big lake. -
18. Praharam " Court or enclosed preg
16. Pillaiyar . A Hindu God
otherwise calledf¥f Panesa’.
1 Samba .. The long term criig
: of paddy is so

18

“Thali ..  Marriage badge wh ' ';
neck at the weddin¥h" %

19. - Thai ‘ ... Tamil month correspondinSiigd
"90. ©  Thamboolam _ Betel nuts and leaves served to guests on
L ) ' important occasions.
21, Thosai A fried edible made of rice and blackgram.
B ’ s . ‘ ’/,
22, Uthsava vigraham : «  Anidol used only during festival times.

23. . Vidai Muburtham : .« The propitious hour for sowing seeds.



