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FOREWORD

ArarT from laying the foundations of demography in this sub-continent, a
hundred years of the Indian Census has also produced ‘claborate and scholarly
accounts of the variegated phenomena of Indian life—sometimes with no statistics
attached, but usually with just enough statistics to give empirical under-pinning
to their conclusions’. In a country, largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical
comprehension of even such a simple thing as age wus liable to be inaccurate, an
understanding of the social structure was cssential. It was more  necessary  to
attain a broad understanding of what was happening around onesclf than to wrap
oneself up in ‘statistical ingenuity” or ‘mathematical manipulation’.  'This explains
why the Indian Census came to be interested in ‘many by-paths” and ‘nearly every
branch of scholarship, from anthropology and sociology (o geography and rcligion’.

In the last few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the
presentation of village statistics.  This suits the temper of the times as well as our
political and cconomic structure.  For ceven as we have a ercat deal of centralisa-
tion on the one hand and decentralisation on the other, my colleagues thought it
would be a welcome continuation of the Census tradition to try to invest the dry
bones of village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts of social structurc and
social change. Tt was accordingly decided to select a few villages in every State
for special study, where personal observation would be brought to bear on the
interpretation of statistics to find out how much of a village was static  and  yet
changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and from where.

Randomness of sclection was, thercfore, eschewed. There was no intention
to build up a picture for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis  of
VIUZIng_ selected statistically at random. The sclection was avowedly purposive;
the object being as much to find out what was happening and how fast to thosc
villages which had fewer rcasons to choosc change and more to remain lodged in
the past as to discover how the more ‘normal’ types of villages were  changing.
].hCY were to be primarily type studies which, by virtue of their  number and
(1!str1|)utmn, would also give the reader a ‘fcel’ of what was going on and somc
kind of a map of the country.

A Dbrief account of the tests of sclection will help to explain. A minimum
of thirty-five villages was to be chosen with great care to represent adequatcly
geographical, occupational and even cthnic diversity.  Of this minimum of thirty-
tive, the distribution was to be as follows:

(a) At lcast eight villages werce to be so sclected that each of them would
contain onc dominant community with one predominating occupa-
tion, e.g., fishermen, forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, weavers,
salt-makers, quarry workers, etc. A village should have a minimum
population of 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled
Tribes of the State. FEach village could represent a particular tribe.
The minimum population should be 400, the optimum being between
500 and 700.

(¢) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and
settled character and contain variegated occupations and be, if possible.
multi-ethnic in composition. By fair size was meant a population
of 500—700 persons or more. The village should mainly depend
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on l(lf_’,:!‘l(‘ll]lln‘(‘ and be sufficienly away from (e major sources of
1119( Clm communication such as the district  administrative  head-
;]rl(l)dr Ltljb an;l business centres. Tt should be roughly a day’s journcy
m the above places.  The villages were ‘ 1w /
o the abc ¢ places. lht'\ll]dg(h‘\\CI( to be sclected with an
ere t ]dl‘hlll()ll m terms of size, proximity o city and other means
. moedern communication, nearness 1o hills, jungles  and  major
rivers. ‘Thus there was be a regi RIS .
the. Siate [.1' re was o be aregional distribution throughout
disnfi(‘[ e Il s (lu[("gm_‘/\: of villages. I,  however, a particular
‘ contained  sienific; cological variati T
e g onta ‘-('](]' 51}41')1[1(‘111[ ccological varviations within its area,
o anone vitkige mothe districc might be selected 1o study the
special adjustments 1o them. /

. ,I(,' 1s umique feature of these village survevs that they rapidly outgrew their

origial terms of reference, as my colleagues warmed up o their work. This
,)‘_)" . N 2 ‘( . J4 . . O Oy “_ cpayeyc o root . .
I‘ (\L'dl]{m them an absorbing voyage of (h.s(m(r_) and their infectious enthusiasm
compelled me to enlarge the mquiry's scope agam and again. It was just as well
(.autmuslyh to feel one’s way about ar first and then venture Turther afield, and
although it accounts 10 some oxtent for a certain unevenness in the quality and
coverage of l}‘]C monographs, it served to compensate the purcly  honorary and
f'\llil-mlll‘lll rigours of the task. For, the Survey, doug with its many ancillarics
1L(:‘ the survey of fairs and festivals, of small and rural industry and others, was
an ‘extra’, over and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census,

It might be ol interest to recount briclly the stages by which  the  Survey
enlarged its scope. At the first Census Conference in September, 1959 the Survey
sct itself the task of what might be called a vecord in situ of material traits, like
settlement patterns of the village: housctypes: dict: dresst ormaments and - foor-
wear; furniture and storing vessels: common means of transport of  goods  and
passengers; domestication of animals and birds: markets attended,  worship  of
deitics, festivals and fairs. There were to be recordings, of course, of cultural
and social traits and occupational mobility.  "This was followed up in March,
1960 by two specimen schedules, one for cach houschold, the other for the village
as a whole, which. apart from spelling out the mode of enquiry suggested in the
September, 1959 Conference, introduced groups of questions aimed  at - sensing
changes in the attitude and behaviour in such fields as  marriage, inheritance,
movcable and immovcable property, industry, indebtedness, education, commu
nity life and collective activity, social disabilitics, forums of appeal over disputes,
village leadership and organisation of cultural life. Tt was  now  plainly  the
intention to provide adequate statistical support to empirical ‘feel’, to approach
qualitative change through statistical quantities. Tt had been dificult  to  give
thought to the importance of ‘just cnough statistics to give empirical  under-
pinning to conclusion’, at a time when my colleagues were straining themselves
to the utmost for the success of the main census operations, but once the census
count itself was left behind in March, 1961 a series of three regtonal seminars in
Trivandrum (May, 1961), Darjecling and Srinagar (Juune, 1961)  restored  their
attention to this field and the importance of tracing social change through a
number of well-devised statistical tables was once again recognised. This itself
presupposed a fresh survey of villages already done: but it. was worth the trouble
in view of the possibilities that a close analysis of statistics  offered, and also
because the consanguinity’ schedule remained to be canvassed. By November,
1961, however, more was expected of these surveys than ever before.  There was
dissatisfaction on the one hand with too many general statements and a growing
desire on the other to draw conclusions from statistics, to regard social and
economic data as interrelated processes, and finally to cxamine the social and

cconomic processes set 1

X
n motion through land reforms and other laws, legislative

and administrative measures, technological and cultural change. Finally, a study

camp was organised in the last week of December, 1961 when the whole field was

carcfully gone through over again and a programme worked out closely knitting

the various aims of the Survey together.

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prevented 2
from adopting as many villages as they had originally intended to. But I believe
that what may have been lost in quantity has been more than made up for in
quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time that such a Survey has been conducted
in any country, and that purely as a labour of love. It has succeeded in attaining
what it set out to achieve; to construct a map of village India’s social structures.
One hopes that the volumes of this Survey will help to retain for the Indian
Census 1ts title to the most fruitful single source of information about the country.
Apart [rom other features, it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has set up
a new Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation. The schedules
finally adopted for this monograph have been printed in Annexures I and II.

my colleagues

A. MITRA,
Registrar General, India

* New DELHI:
July 30, 1964
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PREFACE

T his is the third volume of Village Survey monographs in which an attempt is
being made to “invest the dry bones of village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts
of social structure and social change”. It contains a study of Meromdega village
in the deep interior of the district of Ranchi. The village s typical of the
Kharia and Gond iribes of Ranch: district.

The methodology of the studies consisted, firstly, of canvassing the detailed
household and wvillage schedules (reproduced at the end of this volume). This
was done initially by the Junior Statistical Supervisors of the Community Develop-
ment Blocks within which the villages lay. Subsequently, wholetime Investigators
were appointed by the Census organisation for studying each of the selected villages.
They spent two to three wecks in each village, checking wp the schedules and
collecting such further details and particulars as were required. On their return
to  headquarters, the relevant staiistics were compiled and tabulated. On the
basis of these and other enquiries the Investigators prepared the first draft reports
which had to be re-written and revised by the Deputy Superintendent. These
revised drafts were forwarded to Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, Officer on Special Duty,
Social Studies and Handicrafts, Office of the Registrar General, India, who
scrutinised the reports and gave valuable suggestions for further enquiries and
clucidation of obscure points. Quite often, this meant two or three revisits to
the village by the Investigators for collecting further materials. At one time or
the other, before the draft was finalised, the Superintendent of Census Operations
as well as the Deputy Superintendent in charge of the Village Swurveys also paid
brief visits so as to get a practical feel of the villages under study.

Thus, these studies represent the fruits of common endeavour by several
agencies. It needs to be stated that only a few of the persons engaged on this work
can make any pretensions to be experts or specialists in the line. Naturally, the
reports may appear to be somewhat general and discursive in their approach and
treatient though objectivity of approach was never eschewed. The difficulties in
conducting such enquiries among the tribal people are many. For one thing, they
are generally secretive by nature and do not easily “open out” before the outsiders.
Then, the problems of language and communication can be quite real. The
limited time within which the enquiries had to be conducted and the reports
prepared for over 20 villages proved another handicap. The published literature
so far on the subject is also rather scanty.

Notwithstanding these difficulties and drawbacks, the studies have brought
their own reward in the shape of a fruitful diversion from the humdrum of cold
statistics. The efforts will have been certainly worthwhile if the monographs can
also help in a better understanding of the life and environs of the people they

seek to depict, and, thus lead to a more realistic appreciation of - their pressing
problems. :

. S. D. PRASAD
Superintendent of Census Operations, Bihar

PaTNA:
August 15, 1968
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2 MEROMDEGA

There arc  hills  and  forests  withuin  the
boundaries of the revenuce mauza. "The  geolo-
gical formation ol the hills is granite gneiss with
associated schists.  The hills have been named.
They arc: Kashbahar  Pahar on the southein
boundary, Dhol Palar on the north-eastern and
Lambki Pahar on the northern boundary of the
village. The forests are situated at or near the
foot-hills.  The hills themselves are clad with
modcrate vegetation.

A stream known as Khindas  flows  south-
wards along the western boundary of the village.
Onc of the village tanks is connected  to  the
strcam by a strecamlet  which  flows  westward,
draining away the excess water of the tank inwo
the Khindas.  Mcromdega proper, also  called
Basti toli, lies to the south ol the streamlet not
far from its junction with the stream.

4. Flova and fauna

There are 810 acres of protected forests in
the village. The large varicties of trees yield
fruits, fuel and timber. Sal,  Karanj, Koinar,
Kusum, Jivhul, Baheva are the timber-producing

dwmar, piyar, papaya and guava are some of the
fruit-hearing trees. Vegetables and creepers are
crown in the bari lands adjoining the houses.

The forests and the hills  contain vartous
species of wild animals.  Leopards, bears, jackals,
monkeys and hares arce mct with.  The  birds

include peatowl, hariyal, maina, parki and wild
most

fowl.  Snakes are numcrous, the varictics
commonly found being kavait,  dlamin,  gorat

and doar.  Pythons are rine.

5. Size and wianber of households

Mceromdega extends over an aea ol 1.016.94
acres or 7.68 square miles. It iy larger than any
other neighbouring village  except  Ghutbahar.
It has a population of 1833 persons comprising
337 houscholds.

6. Residential pattern

As stated carlier,  the  village  settlements
consist of 11 (olis or hamlets. The number of
houscholds in a toli varies from 5 to 91, Only

cach.

7 tolis have 20 and  more  househofds
housc*

Table 1 below gives the disuibution  of
holds by community in diflerent (olis.

trees.  Mahua, Mango, kathal, sarifa, jamun,
TABLE 1
Distribution of households in each (tolf or hamlet’ of Meromdega by caste/tribe
T'otal
Nerial Toli no. of Kharia Mahar Gon'l Bhog- Chik Turi Lohra Naih Munda K- Brahe Malar Pereon.
1o. house- ta  Barak har min tagn
holds
1 2 3 - D 6 7 hi 49 14) 11 12 13 14 15 16
1 ;\Iamn'nln;m or 91 .. i 17 5 1 1 | 1 2700
Basti tulg

2 Bar toly .. 62 31 .. 4 10 14 3 . . [

3 Girjn toli .. 38 27 6 B 2 1 (r.2s

4 Kahu Pana ol .. 36 15 . 3 1 0 I [HINHS

5  Kashbabhar .. 28 3 24 | .. .. .. .. .. N3l

6 Muohua tol;* .. 20 .. . 20 IRIN]

7 Purab tols . 30 18 1 1 ERIN]

8 Nawa loli .. 10 3 1 1 3 2 207

O Tangor tols* .. O .. .. Y 267

1) Mahato /ols* 8 8 2.37
1l Bhadra tols .. G 3 2 1 178
12 Pahar oli* .. 1 1 .. . .. .o 119
13 Bair ol .. 8 3% .. .. .. 80
It Nagra toli* .. 2 2 .. .. .o .. e 0.59
Total .. 337 117 55 54 43 19 15 14 13 2 2 3 1 100
Percentage to total 100 34.72 1632 16.02 12.76 5.64 445 4.45 3.86 059 0.59 0.58 0.30 ,e

houscholds
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THE VILLAGE

The four major communities in the village
are Kharias, Gonds, Mahars and Bhogtas. The
Chik Baraiks, Turis, I.ohras and Doms have
13—19 houscholds each. The remaining four
communities (Mundas, Kumhars, Brahmins and
Malars) are only nominally represented, having
1-2 houscholds cach.

The chief characteristic of a folt is the pre-
dominance of one particular community in it
Six of them (shown in the table by asterisks)
contain only one community cach. Of course,
all but one have small populations. The Doms
are {ound only in the Basti toli or Meromdega
proper which also has the largest  variety of
population.  Most of the Mahar houscholds are
found in Basti toli, just as most of the Turi
houscholds are in Bar toli.

The following  account gives  details of
diftereng tolis:

(iy Meromdega proper is known as Bast:
toli. 'I'his is the site of the origi-
nal scttlement in the village. It is
situated to the south of the stream-
let waich is the source of water-
supply. It lics on high level land
ol rocky nature. Wells arc mnot
casy to dig, and attempts in that
direction have proved abortive. It
is said that Bhuiyas lived in  this
place before any other community
arrived.  No Bhuiya is, however,
lound in the village now. It has
been seen that Meromdega is the
densest toli and also has the most
varicgated  communal  representa-
tion. It contains 91 households,
which is  over a quarter (27 per
cent) of the total households in the
village. T'he bulk of households
consists of Mahars who are weavers
by traditional occupation but are
not a Scheduled ‘T'vibe unlike the
Chik Baraiks. 'T'he entire popula-
tion of Doms in the village 1is
Tound 1in this (oli. About one-
third of the Gond families also
reside here.  Amongst the minor
communities, one Brahmin house-
hold stays in it.

Meromdega derives its name from a set
of footprints—resembling those of a
goat, found on a boulder adjoining
the streamlet by the side of the
village.  Merom in Mundari (includ-
ing Kharia) language means goat and

dega is jump. Thus Meromdega
literally means the village where
the goat jumped.

(11) Bar toli is situated towards the north-

cast of the village. 1t derives  its
name from the existence of a bar
(frcus indica) tree which was found
there at the time of settlement, The
majority of the people in this toli
arc Kharias. The bulk of Turi

~households (14 out of 15) are in-

habitants of this f(oli which also
contams 10 families of Chik DBaraiks
and 3 of lL.ohars.

() Girja toli is so called because of the

existence of churches locally called
Girjas. 'The inhabitants  of  this
hamlet  are  mostly  Christian
Kharias,  with some Chik Baraiks
and Lohras. All Munda and Malar
Tamilies of the village reside here.

(ivy Kaliw Pani toli is situated towards the

north-cast of Kashbahar, It 1s said
that there was a Kahua  (termi-
nalia arjuna)  tee on  this  spot
beside which there flowed a stream.
This led to the tola being called
Kahu Pani. There is a tank in this
toli which also i1s multi-communal
hamlet containing Kharias, Bhogtas,
Lohras and Gonds as well as one of
the two Brahmin families,

() Kashbahar is sitwated north-east of

Basti toli. A species  of grass
known as kasi grass was found here
at the time of settlement. As such
the toli was named Kashbahar, 1t
ts inhabited mostly by Bhogtas.

(vi) Mahua toli is situated across the

strcam_between the village proper
and  Girja toli. It 1is inhabited
only By the Gonds of whom there
are 20 families. The toli owes its
name to the existence of a large
number of mahua (bassia latifolia)
trces in the area.

(vity Purab toli is so called because it is

situated on the eastern  boundary
of the village. Tt was previously
known as Pailu toli after the name
of a Kharia who was the original
settler there, The Kharias are the
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dominant community in this ham-
let. They are Christians of the
Lutheran sect. A separate  grave-
yard exists for them in the  oli.
A well and & dori we there to meet
the needs of water,

(viti)) Nawa toli literally mecans a  new
hamlet. It is a small hamlet with
only 10 familics but as  many as
five communities. The two Kumhar
families of the village  reside  at
this place.

(¢x) Tangar toli--This hamlet iy so called
because of the existence  of  rocks
(fangar in  Gondi). Only nine
Gond families, all related to cach
other, reside here,

(x) Mahato toli is situated o the  north
of  Meceromdegia  proper, and
owes its name to the existence ot
Mahato’s house. Tt is said that the
tola was previously known as Sivki
toli due to  the existence  of  a
number ol Soki (anogensus  lati-
folia) trees. Only  Khartas - live
here.

(x0) Bhadra toli is  siwated 1o the  cast

of  Meromdega, Tt derives s
name from being situated near a

The village is also connected to the  State
Highway by a road gomg trom Glintbahar, east
of the  village, passing thvough Kavlibalar and
Nawa tol; and mecting the highway ar Pandri-
pani. Al these voads are “hicvdde worthn . Inter-
Lamlet conummiucations ave provided by miarrow
foot paths. Smce bullock-carts are not uscd,
these are adequate ton the local needs. The
Community Development Block has constructed
a road connecting Meromdezga with Kaskbahar.
The voad between Pandvipans and Ghutbahay
is used by motor trucks coming o the village or
passing through 1t Tor collecting Kendu - deaves
and other forest produce.

Although Simdega is the nearest bus stand,
huses can be caught at any point along the State
highway,  Dunidtrapir, a tevminns station on
the South EFastern Railway, is situated about 18
miles away.  With  the  construction of — the
Ranchi-Rourkela vailway line, tidins to Ranchi
will be avarlable at Biomitapm which is - at
present connected only with Romkela,

N, Public /l/m ey

A Community  Hall cum Village  Level
Waorkers” ae wdence was consttucted in Mahato
toli under ahe auspices ol the Community
Dovelopment - Block some fonr years  back.
Although meant 1o provide a mecting place for
the villagers, the Commuanity Hall appened to
have been neglected. T June, 1963 it was quite
In con-

PN~ SNSEEES st

Mkt scene at simdega Town.

forest which is called Bhadra by

R unhie for occupation (vee photograph 7).
the Khartas. Only six  familics

S S in Girja Toli.
. . . [.oaver Primary Scheol in Girga
tast a Roman Catholic Chapel had been newly o

S0 The

The  remaining  three  hamlets  namely,
Pahar toli, Bair loli and Nagra toli ave isolated
clusters ol a few houscholds of Kharias.

reside  here, half of  them being constructed (phumgl.nph 9 and  he Lutheran . ?‘.’:\q :
Kharias. Church (photograph 8) was also kept e good . g <y e Y. PR S
. g . . e . . (] <’ b
uim.  The two churches are sitited in Gira ‘ ‘ y
- ; i

)J

7. Communications

Mecromdega is of comparatively easy approach,
being sitnated only about six miles from Simdega.
Procceding from Simdega one has to proceed
along the Ranchi-Rourkela State highway to
Kharem toli and then take a turn to the cast
along a District Board Road. Although un-
mctalled this road is generally in a good condi-
tion because of the hard soil. It goes up to
Guigur toli from where it branches off : one
leading to G#rja toli and the other to Mcromdega
proper. The road going to Meromdega proper
is quite good without many ups and downs, but
a stream has to be crossed. The road going to
Girja toli is more undulating and not even jeep-
able.

toli which also has a Lower Printny School.
There is an Upper Primmy School in Bar toli
and a Middle Schoaol in Mcromdega proper, The
L. P.and the U, P, Schools e manieed by the
District Board, while the Middle School is run
by the villagers.  Meromdega proper also has the
Gram Panchayat Office. There wre two Samas
i the village : one near Tanger (oli and the
other near Kavhbahar, The Gonds have a place
of worship known as Tangra Chatan or Burha-
Ban. There s no other place of \vm‘ship for
other communitics.  The dillerent communities
as well as the Christians have  separate grave-
yards situated near their respective tolas,

0. History of the village

The history of the village s rather  con-
fused and lost in conllicting legends. Both the
Gonds ind the Kharias cliim to be the original
scttlers of the village which is said to have been

v Lateh drinking wate

dracing page



7. The Village Community Hall constructed in Makfo Toli in 1059

as it appeared in June, 196,

o, The Roman Catholie Chureh in (Hrju Toly.

. The Latheran Chuarehe o G Toli
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founded more than 200 years ago. According to
the former, the Gonds were  originally  inhabi-
tants of Orissa where they faught the  Bhuiyas
for settlement and  land.  Having  vanquished
them but fearing fresh reprisals  and - Turther
bloodshed, some Gonds left theiv homes  and
came o Thethaitangar by way of Sirong Bera.
Later, they moved to Meromdega and - Tounded
the village. It is said that  when  the Gonds
came, they found 12 Bhuiya Dbrothers  residing
hereo They ook 1o flight on the advent of the
more  numerous  Gonds.  'The  Bhuiyas  arve
supposed to have been residents of Meromdega
proper having their scttlements near a Jamun
(fougenia jambolana)  wree sull in existence, It
is said that even 30 years ago, broken tiles found
from the debris of their residences bore evidence
of this contention. The Bhuiyas had constructed
a Dari, lined with iron girders, which now lies
buried under the carth,

With regard to the name of the village, its
literal meaning has been explained carlier. The
story goes that a goat ol exceptional  strength
left its footprints on a rock near the stream to
the north of the village proper. The footprints,
still in evidence, bear some resemblance to those
of a goat but are much too large in size to be

anything but legendary. The story is, however,
reminiscent of myths connected with some
ancient Hindu gods and saints having left their
traces behind in stone at certain places of reli-
grous nnportance.

The fact that the name of the village is in
Kharia and not Gondi is adduced by the Kharias
as evidence of their being the original  settlers.
But these are merely contentious claims.  So far
as the settlement history of the village is  con-
cerned, it appears that of the various communi-
tics now residing in it, only 19 houscholds of
Gonds have been doing so far more than five
generations.  The Kharias came later. The
bulk of the Bhogtas and Mahars arrived only
two to four generations back, which period also
saw the influx of other communities. According
to another Gondi legend, one Lohar Gonjhu,
a Gond, was the first to come to the village six
generations  ago. The Mahars (weaving caste)
were called by the Gonds to serve them, and so
also the other functional communities such as
Doms, Lohras, Kumhars, Brahmins and Chik
Baraiks.

The following table gives the settlement
history of the village:

TABLE 2

Settlement history of Meromdega by each caste/trihe

Number of households settled
A

Serinl Casto/Tribo Total no. of —
no. households
More thn 5
genorations
ago
1 2 3 4
1 Kharia .. 117 ..
2 Mahar .. hi .
3 (lond . 54 19
4 Bhogta .. 43 ..
b Chik Barik .. 19
6 Tari .. 15
7 Lohra .. 14
8 Naik .. 13 .
9 Munda S Q .
10 Kunhar .. ) ..
11 Brahmin .. 9
12 Malar . 1
Total 337 19

4.5 2—4 One Present
genorations gonerations  generalion ago  generation
ugo llgo
O 6 7 8
20 97 ..
9 40 2 4
14 21 .
1 41 1 .
.. 18 . 1
.. 15 .
13 .. 1
. 13 . .
. 2
2
2
1

44 265 3 6
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None of the communities except the Gonds
could explain why and from where did they
immigrate into this village.

10. Legends about the orvigin of people

(1) Origin of Gonds -Once upon a  ume
long long ago, a couple lived in Orissa. They
had 12 sons of whom six were sudhar, te., gentle
and good-natured, and six were  kuchhar, 1c,
bad and illmatured. While the sudhars  fed
upon one of their mother’s breasts, the Ruchhas
did so upon the other but they not only suckled
but cven devoured it and  consequently,  the
mother died.  Thercupon, the  sudhars 100k
fright and fled from their home, only to be pur-
sued by the kuchhars.  In the course ol their
flight, the six good brothers crossed  the  rive
Gorgora.  Their evil pursuers had, however, to
give up the chase as the axle of the bullock cart
in which they were travelling gave way.  Lhus,
the two groups got separated. "T'he sudhars came
to be known as Gond from the name of  the
river they had crossed.  Even so. the Gonds had
to wander about even afterwards in scarch  of
livelihood.  Finally they reached  Delhi which
was the scat of Muslim kings.  'They joined the
miliia and gave an excellent account of then
valour and strength.  But their hope of getting
a share in the  kingdom  was  dashed  to  the
around by the intransigence of the  King  who
would agree only to keeping them as stipendiary
soldiers.  'The Gonds then took up arms against
the Muslim king to assert their rightful claims,
but they lost.  Vanquished and  dejected  they
lefe Delht and after leading a nomadic Hife again
for sometime, some  of  them  settled  nem
Simdega where they arve still Tound.

One of the Gond  leaders  suggested  that
they are really Rajputs and used to live near
Kashi from where they migrated to a place where
the river Gorki Narmada flows. "They stayed
on its banks for sometime and hence came to be
known as Gonds. They came to this area and
scttled theve in the course of their wanderings.

The six clans among the Pachasi  Gonds
chose different places for scttlement, Jaghats
went to Sabai (Simdega, Bihar), Kachchaps to
Mcromdega  (Simdega, Bihar), Nags to Banger-
kela (Jashpur, M. P)), Kanag to Loros (Jashpur,

M. P, Nattis to Samsara (Bolba. Bihar) and
Basaiva to Baghdarh (Simdega, Bihar).  Members
of the Kachchap, Nag and Kana clins take the
title ‘Pradhan’. the Jachar and Basaia that of
Manjhi' and the N thae of Rameshwan,
The bull of hoascholds in Maomdega belong
to the Kachehap clan,

(ily Doms or Dopnas Phe  Domras take
the tde "Naik'. According o thenr legend, they
were originally residents of Sambalpur (Ovissa)
and Raigarh (Madhya Pradesh). They  served
the Gonds and supplied them with bamboo-ware
which they continue 1o da cven now. Once a
Domra woman who worked in the King's palace
Tell in love with a Ragput soldier and  begot
him a son.  When this was known, the Domra
Panchayat was convened and the Rajput soldier
wis sished o tike the woman as his Lawtul wife.
F'his he refused 1o doo Paen the woman hersell
made entreaties and threceatened  severance  of
future sexrelations with o, b (o no avail.
Ultimately, she was accepted in her own caste,
and Trom that day, the eldest child in a Domra
Funily is called Rajput and  he s lnnhil)itcd
from taking beel, an aticle of food tabooed to
the Rajputs. But there is no ather  vestriction
imposed vpon him cithay in commensality  or
navital ties,

(1) Mahars The Mahas were  originally
1esidents of Sambalpur in Orissa where  they
practised their naditional occupation of weaving
and had Gonds amd - Rautias amongst their
chientele. Some of them emigrated along  with
the Gonds and Rautias and scetled with them.

Ie s said that on leaving - Sambalpur,  the
Mahars made a temporavy home  at Nagra in
Orissa. "There a Mahan begot ilanee sons. The
furst oue wove clath with his hands, the second
one used KNoye prepared  silk materials,
whilst the thnd  one worked  the  handloom.
These  three persons ware tespectively  the
founders  of  the  thiree sub castes among  the
Mahas, viz., Mahar proper. kosta and - Jolaha,
The Mahors of Palkot take the tide "Das” but
those of Meromdega call themselves Mahars.

The Khavias, though o major  community
i the sillage, could not recount any tale about
their origin,

\ smiling Gond woman.

i
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<A Gond, ripe~in age.

(Facing page )



21, Christion

Kharia

males near

the

chureh,

.

(Facing page 7

CHAPTER 11

THE PEOPLE

1. Ethnic composition

It has bean seen that Meromdega contains
representatives of as many as 12 comnmunities.
The following table gives the distribution ot its

people by caste or tribe according to number of
houscholds, persons, males and females in each
community.  Percentages  of  households and
persons to their respective totals have also been
shown for cach community:

TABLE 3
Distribution of inhabitants of Meromdega by caste origribel, according to number of households, persons, males and
males
Civstey Trtho Number of Pereontago Number of PYorcontageol  Number of Number of
housohiolds — of  houscholds porsons porsons males fernales
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

L Klharie .. b 34.72 678 36.99 354 324
3. Mahar .. 5 16.32 244 13.31 135 109
3. Cond .. ol 16.03 343 18.71 172 171
4. Bhogta . 13 12.76 199 10.85 T o84 115
S, Chik Barwk .. 19 H.64 98 5.34 44 54
6, ‘turi .. 15 440 79 4.31 45 34
7. Lobra .. 4 4.15 66 3.60 29 37
8. Nuaik .. 13 3.86 86 4.74 52 34
9. Munda 2 0.59 12 0.65 5 7
10, Iuwmhar 2 0.59 9 0.49 4 5
11. Brahmin 2 0.59 11 0.60 5 6
i2. Malar .. 1 0.30 8 0.43 4 4
Total 337 100.00 1,838 89.82 933 900

Khavia v

Evidently, Kharias are the most numerous
peaple in the \!Il;ngo_('umpnsmg as t!lcy '(lo a
little over one thitd ol its total population. They
are a scheduled wibe  akin to the  Mundas.
Ristey has mentioned six sub-tvibes of  Kharias,
of whom those i Tohardaga  (now  Ranchi)
district are represeted by (¢) Dhilki - Kharia,
(1) Dud Kharra, (77) Erenga  Kharia and (iv)
Munda Kharia. “The other two sub-tribes found
outside are Bergn Kharia and Oraon Kharia.

The Khavias, according to another classifi-
cation, are divided into three sections, namcly,
Hill Khavia, Dudh Kharia and Dhelki Kharia
(“Land and People of Tribal Bilar”. page 115).
Ol these, the I Khavias are the most primitive
ol all and confined largely to the hills of Dhal-
bhum subdivision  in Singhbhum  district.
According to D, N, Majumdar also, the Dudhr
and  Dhelki  Kharias are the advanced sections
among them. The Kharias of  Meromdega
arc  all  Dudh  Kharias and  votaries of

Christianity.  The  Kharias arc  divided  into
totemestic exogamous clans.

~According to a legend recounted in  the
village, one of the ancestors of Kharias had nine
sons. . So he ordered them to go to the forest and
bring onc article cach. The sons did as directed
and the articles they brought were converted into
totems. "Thus, nine totemestic clans  indicated
below sprang up among them. 1t was ordained

that no marriages  should take place

anwong
members of the same clan :

Clan Meaning Number of
households
(1) Dung Dung Ecl 17
(2) Kulu Tortoise 35
(3} Kerketta A kind of bird 27
(1) Bhilung Salt 5
(5) Topo A kind of bird 1
(6) Kirro Tiger 4
{7) Soreng .. 7
(8) Dast ..

(9) Taru y
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The totemistic  objects  have  been  indicated
against the names of the six clans  which arc
the same as given by Risley also. The  three
others have not been mentioned by him.  The
Kharias of Meromdega are  distributed  among
the 7 clans as given above. Only 96 out of 117
families arc recorded. The others  returned
such names as Kharia, Pavas and Mangra which
arc the name of the wribe and proper names ot
persons respectively.  'Thus clan is not a very
important factor in the lives of the people. The
Khavias were classified as an aborigimal tribe in
the Census of 1872,

Gond

The Gonds are a Dravidian  tnibe  having
their main  stronghold  in Madhya  Pradesh.
According to Risley, the sub-tribes among Gonds
are Raj Gond, Dhokar Gond, Doroa Gond and
Jhora Gond. Prasad* also mentions three classes
but they arc Raj Gond, Dhur Gond and a third
group consisting of labourers are  known as
Kamias.  According to villagers ol Mceromdega.
the Gonds arce divided mto three  scctions,
namcly Raj Gond, Pachasi Gond and  Dhokar
Gond. The Raj Gonds are at the apex of the
Gond hicrarchy. They arc followed by the
Pachast Gonds, the Dhokar Gonds forming the
base.  'T'he Pachasi Gonds are also called Chhau
Kulia, i.c., those having six sccts. Some people
believe that Pachasi Gond is merely  another
name for Raj Gond and that the two are really
the  same  sub-tribe. This view was supported
also by Mceghnath Gonjhu of village Sabai and
Anand Pal Gonjhu of village  Jambhar, who
arc held in great estecem by the  entire Gondd
community of this arca. The Dhokar Gonds are
a nomadic section of the tribe who cke out  a
living by begaing and exhibiting physical feats
in the manner of wandering tribes.  Risley men-
tions that Dhokar Gonds arc also known = some-
}tinlu:s as Mangan Gonds because of their begging
abit.

The six scpts of Pachasi Gonds found in
the village are indicated below:

Scpt Mecaning No. of familics

in village
(1) Jaghat He-buffalo 2
(2) Kachchap Tortoise 31
(3) Nag or Saanp  Cobra 7
(4) Kana Fish 1
(5) Natti or Bagh  Tiger 2
(6) Besra A kind of bird 5

*Prasad, N., Lind and People of Tribal Bihar.

The above accounts for only 18 out ol 56 Gond
families in the village.  'The details furnished
by the renmining  cight  were  not adequate
cnough lor the above classification.,

Mahar

The Mahars are a weaving caste, Hindu by
religion. They have been mentioned  in the
Census of 1901, the only census in which every
caste  returned was tabulated.  Only 1,172
Mahars were reported at that time  from  the
then provinee of Bengal. The bulk (573)  was
retined from Midnapmy and the  yemainder
from Onmnissa Division and the Feudatory — States
ol Orissa, but none  hom Chotmagpur.
Appendix V1 to the  Census Report of - 1901
mentons  Mahar, but the  column under
“rennuks” 1s blank @ the  characteristies and
occupations of Mahars thus remaining unvecord-
cd ac that time. "The Mahars of  Meromdegs
reported the existence of the {ollowing 12 exo-
camous clus among them:

Cln Mceaning Number of
houscholds
(1) Bagh Tiger 1l
(2} Star Jackal 1
(5) Bhat Pahari Boiled rice 16
() Sonc jotia Gold &
(") Mamk Pole 3
() Kachua Tortoise 1
(7)y Darpan Mirtor 1
(8) Chaur Rice v
(4 Goah A kind of reptile
(10) Rabon Fagle ..
(1Y Meeh Clowd 2
(1) Thundar Wolf 1

The remaining nine houscholds of Mahars
could not e their cdans properly,

Bhogla

After  Khaias, Mahas and  Gonds,  the
Bhogtas e the numerically important commu-
nity in Mcoromdega, They  are treated  ag  a
scheduled caste thmughm(( the State of - Bihar.
Risley mentions that the Bhogtas  are  a sub-
aiste ol Gowalas  in Chotanagpur and also a
sub-tribe of Kharvwars in - Southern Lohardaga.
According to the then Deputy Commissioner of
Ranchi (1901), the  Bhogtas  claimed  to be
Hi}](lu.ﬂ brought into Runchi  district  Irom
Brindaban by one of the Maharajas of Chota-
nagpur.  According to him, “in appearance and
custom they closely resemble the  Rautins  and
frcquently called  themselves ‘Singh’, They

-;
o

A elderty

Mahar male.

14. A Mahar boy.

(Facing page 8)
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A young man of the Naik caste.

16

A Nuik

virl,

(Facing page 9)
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claim to be quite distinet from, and superior to,
the Kherwar Bhogtas of Palamau.”” "The Bhogtas
were then chsified as a caste served by regular
Bralimins and rom  whom orthodox  Hindus
could tahe water.  The Bhogtas are also divided
into lans of which those tound in the village
are

Clan No. of houscholds
(1) Hathia . .. 4
(2) Samodhi . . l::’
(y Turwoy . . /
(h Karma . - 2
(Hy Parish .. .. 2
(6) Mailwar . 1
(7) Surania ]
(%) Kurbadar 1
(9 Bonia 2

The remaining six houscholds did not give
their (an names.
Daom

The Doms o1 Donnas take the title "Natk’ m
dhe village. They ae divided into several clans,
ol which sone found e Meromdega are—

Clan No. of houscholds
(1) Bagh 3
(2) Rajput
(3 Bokra 3
(1) Sanwani g

The origin of  the  Rajput ¢lan among
Doms has been discassed carhier, Other similar
(s e Gond, Kumhar and Babhan,  daived
from the ollsprings  of unions  between Dom
femates and males  of - the  respective  castes.
Another clan withe a peculiar nomenclature was
reporicd 1o be Bandh  (of which, however, the
village has no representatives). The  name s
derived rom a person who was born whilst his
mother, under arrest and tied to g rope, was
hetng taken to Tace the duce processes ol law.
Since she was tied (handly,  her son and  his
suceessors got the cim name "Bandhy'.

Clhik Bavaik, Twi and Lolira

The Chik  Baraiks  of  Mcromdega  have
alntost as many septs as the number  of house-
holds.  The septs reported in - the  village  for
Chik Baraiks, Turis and  Lohras are  given
helow :

Sept No. of houscholds

Glil Baraik

(1Y Molwa 1
(Y 1.oha 4
(3Y  Jamakiyer 1
¢H Urmakhuri .. . 1
(3 Denchhar L. . 1

Sept No. of houscholds
(6) Sanumani .. 1
(7} Vanswar 1
(8} Panchbhaia 1
() Bakura 1
(19y Bainchore | .. 1
(I1T)  Masat .. . 2
(12y Bayerpunji .. .. 1
Turi
(I Surin . 4
(2) Charghagia 2
(3 Jamakiyer 1
1y Badhbas 1
(5)  Mailwar 3
Lolia
(1Y Kerketa .. .. 7
(2) Kachhua .. .- 2

All the houscholds are not accounted for in the
above statement for reasons indicated earlier.

Othey castes and (ribes

It is peculiar  that out of 2  Brahmin
familics in the village, one returned Garg as 1S
aofra, and the other returned Bagh which 1s
actually the name of a tribal sept. The Kumbhars
returned Tall as their sept, and the Mundas
3aba (vice). ‘The lone Malar family is of Bhat-
pahari sept which occurs also amongst Gonds.

I,anglmg(’

The Kharias have their own language bear-
ing the same name. It is akin to Mundari but
has a large number of Hindi words in its voca-
bulary.  Fvery Kharia household in Meromdega
returned Kharia as 1s mother-tongue,

- The Gonds have been designated as a Dravi-
dian tribe because of their linguistic characteris-
tics.  Gond is a Dravidian language. However,
every Gond of Meromdega, in common with all
other communities (except the Kharias, Mundas
and Brahmins) returned Sadri, a corrupt  form
of Hindi. as his mother-tongue. The Mundas

returned Mumlar_i as their mother-tongue and
the Brahmins, Hindi,

As may be cxpected, all Kharias a
at home with Sadri. " 16 families
were  also conversant  with
[amilics even with Oriya.
understood by most people.

re cqually
among them
Mundari and $

Simple Hindi is well

Cuastes aned tribes

The village contains 5 schednled tri
viz.. Kharia, Gond, Chik Baraik, Lohra rl;)rfil’
Munda. These tribes together constitute 77.15
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per cent of households and 65.32 per cent of
population of Meromdega. Thus, the scheduled
tribe population is about two-thirds of the entire
village population.

The scheduled castes in  the village  are
Bhogta, Turi and Dom. Together they comprise
21.04 per cent of houscholds and 19.81 per cent
of population. Thus, the scheduled caste popu-
lation of Meromdega is only onefilth of the
total.

The remaining communities arc  Mabhar,
Kumbhar, Brahmin and Malar, of whom only the
Mahars are numerically signtficant.

Vit ﬂ/{q‘frm
Al the Kharia and .\Iund.’rs‘ 1 ('t"('”‘ ‘“'1";::
‘ Chik Bavatks ¢ (Jn'lsn.ms.'
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TABLE 4
ber of
olds in Meromdega by number of rooms occupied, and num Pers,
pistribution of Bouseb for each caste/tribe Ns occupying them, separately
Total Total Houscholds with Hou-choldxwith j Tousn) i .

Caste/tribe no. of  no.of ono room two rootns ”‘rr:::\hr‘:r:::uh ‘(‘I'l;r.“ o
house- rooms ,e——reen AT oS _ Dree Toonis
holds No. of No. of No.of No.of N\ of No.of No. of No. of

house.  family ~ house- family fun o T

holds members holds members holqy membors  holds

h g -
Otlye. fumuly  hounsoe- funmly
menibers

7
' 2 3 4 & 6 8 9 10 1
1. Kharia . .e 117 260 15 63 72 301 o
2. Mahar .. . 55 94 27 95 20 100 ':, 2?,3, Y A3
3. Gond . . 54 125 13 53 22 124 ' e 2 16
4. Bhogta .. .. 43 71 2 73 20 103 A 06 5 Go
5. Chik Baraik ., .. 19 40 4 15 0 47 7; A l 11
g fo .. . 15 15 15 79 .- - 0
3, Lohra . .. 14 14 14 66
-8 . 13 13 3 86 . -
9. Munda . 2 4 2 12
10. Kumbhar . 2 4 . . 2 9 ..
11. Brahmin .. 3 6 B ; ..
12. Malar .. 1 2 - N 8 2 11
Total 337 650 121 530 148 704 5 4 17 170

for cach community :

m\()thers hive  two roomed
the Kharia and  Gond
o off o The  Chik Baraiks

e g g I recard to accommoda-
s e tion. One-third of theiy ,H'(;‘N_s (‘””\,N: of as
following  table
houscholds  in the
of rovms and of persons

Pt L O W

12. The house of Bang Gond.

(F(l(‘l')lg hage 10}
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The size of the house does not appear to for accommodating animals. However, fowl: are
have much relation to the present level of in- kept by them in the same room in whick they
come of the family. Thus, amongst the 33 live.

; Kh;lr(lil ‘ll(mscholds h;’avmg income  between Cattlesheds and  pigsties are  separately
ILLUSTRATION | Rs. 25—=30 a month, 13 households have one- . o e
rcomed  houses, 16 two-roomed houses and 4 provided by the villagers. ‘

HOUSE OF SRI BANO GOND cven three-roomed ones.  Similarly, among the For Hindus it is usual to consult a Brah-
20 Gond houscholds in the same income-group, min priest with regard to the proposed site for
only 8 have singleroomed houses; an  equal building a house. His approval, however, 1is

; 7 number  lives in three-roomed  houses, the only conditional upon the existence of favour-

20 "¢ remaining four having  two-roomed  dwellings. able omens. The system for selection consists

Taking the highest income group (over Rs, 100 ol placing five grains of arwa rice (kept on Sal

ANIMAL SHED BED ROOM per month), a similar trend s observed.  Thus leaves) at each of the four corners of the site.

| ] : out of 24 Kharia families in this income-group, These are allowed to remain on the spot over-

—— 2 as many as 12 have only two-roomed houses. night and examined the next morning. I1f found

< 29’ — 7" —> Similarly, amongst the 13 Mahar families in the undisturbed, the site is approved as being auspi-
same income-group, none posscesses a house with cious. In case, however, the grains are disturb-

, more than two rooms. On the other hand, none ed or diminished in quantity, the site is dis-
L COURT YARD 15 L‘ among the Turis, Doms and Lohras who consti- carded. This system of selection of site is
ENTRANCE 8ACK DOOR tute the cconomically backward sections of the adopted by all communities of the village except
1 22° village, has house containing more than one the Christians who have no predilections in the
i TOONI. matter and go by practical expediency. While
T As mentoned earlier, almost all the houses a Brahm.m is consulted by most communities,
7  VERANDAH "are made of mud walls. The soil used is known the Turis, Doms, Lohras and Malars do not do
l , - Nuowra matli obtained fr ddv.lands. Tl $O. Qf late, however, the practice of selecm}g
+C . s Arasard e rthed from pagdy-ands. - e the site by the above method has lost its
= b rools are tiled with large semi-circular tiles importance due to shortage of space suitable for
locally made by the Kumhars (@ Rs. 6 per buildine purposes
thousand plus two meals) of the same kind of soil, § purposes.
BED which is belicved to be particularly suited for No ceremonies are observed at the time of
g’ BE o "o the purpose. "The  Dbigger  houses  have  four actual construction of a house. But it is usual
KN KITCHEN slopes, but twosloped roofs are also not un- to make some offerings to the spirits and to
common. The roof is often supported on wooden invite friends and relatives to a feast when the
posts made of sal logs. Although bricks are not family formally occupies the newly built house.
< as’ —i—p generally used, some of ll?e houses of Gonds and The work of constructing a house is largely
Kharias have cement plastered floors, ried X
carried out by members of the family themselves.
The single-roomed houses  comprise  of a Relatives and friends assist in return of merely a
rectangular room, 1520 feet long, 12—15 feet drink. Paid labourers are employed when the
ILLUSTRATION I wide and about 12 fect high. A  verandah is occasion so demands. The timber for construc-
provided on the front side, i.e., the side con- tion is generally brought free of cost from the
HOUSE OF SRI LOHAN BARAIK taining the entrance.  Windows are not usually forest.
provided, except by the Christian Kharias. The houses are kept in good condifion,
The bigger houses have their rooms and but no special care is bestowed upon them for
- verandahs constructed around an enclosed place the sake of appearance. Decorations and mural
P which  serves  as a courtyard.  Sometimes two paintings arc practically unknown.
L houses are built so closely together that it is 3 Dress
BEDC%?‘ozlgg:EiTan difficult to tell them apart. This is particularly o
L true of the houses of Gonds who have scparate The articles of dress vary according to sex,
. , ' kitchens, but not S0 in the case of other major age group, community and occasion for use. It
J 8’ _7,L communities who locate their kitchen either in was observed that younger people were more
VERANDAM -\ &’ the central sleeping room or in a part of the sophisticated in their sartorial choice than
| verandah. elderly people.  Similarly, the Christians were
ENTRANCE It has been scen that the Lohras, Turis, more parti-cular about their appearance than the
Doms and Malars are the communities having non-Christians.
§ only one-roomed structures. They are not the Old men do not require anything more
(Facing page 11) ' cultivating classes and, consequently, possess no than a simple piece of cloth worn like a langota.

cattle. Thus, they do not have any problem  The Lohra (photograph 38) is seen wearing this
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per cent of households and 65.32 per cent of
population of Meromdega. Thus, the scheduled
tribe population is about two-thirds of the entire
village population.

The scheduled castes in the village are
Bhogta, Turi and Dom. Together they comprise
21.04 per cent of houscholds and 19.81 per cent
of population. Thus, the scheduled caste popu-
lation of Meromdega 1is only one-fifth of the
total.

The remaining  communities  are  Mahar,
Kumhar, Brahmin and Malar, of whom only the
Mahars are numerically significant.

Religion

All the Kharias and Mundas as well as one
family of Chik Baraiks are Christians. T'he
others arc Hindus.  Among the  Hindus,
Brahmins arc at the highest rung of the social
ladder. They are supposed to be the spiritual
leaders and guides. The Kumharg and the Malars
are numerically insignificant. The former engage
themselves in  the traditional  occupation  of
pottery, and the latter similarly in brass and
bell metalware. "The Mahars are a weaving
community but not at all looked down upon
because of it. The Mahars and the Gonds rank
at par although commensality between them is
forbidden.

The Turis and the Doms among the
scheduled castes and the Lohras among the
scheduled tribes are placed low both socially
and economically. The Bhogtas, though a sche-
duled caste, are not considered socially inferior,
They arc grain-parchers by traditional  occupa-
tion.

Ihe Chiistians have cnved out a niche ot
their own and are not celfected by the  social
attitinles o even inditference of the  remaining
villagers, Though socially more  torward, the
Christian Kharias e fooked down upon by the
non-Christian tribals,

2. House and Howuse (e

Fvery family has it own dwclling  made
almost invariably of mud walls, the exceptions
being four Khania houses having walls ol wattled
bamboo plastered with nnul.  The houses are
big and small viryimg Trom oneroomed ostruc-
tures to those having tonnr o1 more 1ooms. The
Inoest number of houses (153 out of 337), how-
cver, contain two rooms.  Neston onder come
the one toomed dwellings, Houses  with thnee
o1 more rootns account for only abont one fifth
of the total number of honses,

The houses of Donms, Froais and Lohras are
all singleroomed.  Among Bhootas and  Mahars,
such houses account tor almost one hall of the
total number. The conesponding proportion
among Gonds is onetourth, and amone Kharias
onc-cighth only.  Of the four remaining minor
communities  (comprising seven  honscholds m
all), the two  Brabmin  families have  three-
roomed dwellings and others have  tworoomed
dwellings.  "Ubhe bulk of the Khae and - Gond
houses  are  two-toonied. i he  Chilh Bavaiks
scem to be better off n recard 1o accommaoda-
tion. Onec-third of their houses consists - of - as
many as  three rooms. The  following table
shows the distribution  of  households  in the
village by the number of yommns and ol persons
occupying them, separately for cach conmunity :

TABLE 4

Distribution of households in Meromdega by number of rooms occupied, and number of persons occupying them, separately
for each caste/tribe

Total Total Houscholds with Hou-cholds with  Householdswith  More  {han

Casto/'tribe no. of  no. of one room two rooms three rooms threo rooms
house- rooms ,em—a — b e — A _- ,r— —
holds No. of No. of No. of No.of No. of No.of No. ot No.of
house- family house- family house.  furdy  house. fumily
holds members holds members holds mombers  holda  memboers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1. Kharia .. .e 117 260 15 63 72 301 21 231 0 83
2. Mahar . . 55 o4 27 a6 20 100 6 a3 Q2 16
3. Gond .. .. 54 125 13 53 22 124 14 106 hl 6O
4. Bhogta .. .. 43 T 20 73 20 103 2 12 1 1
5. Chik Baraik .. .. 19 40 4 15 9 47 6 a6 .. ..
6. Turi .. .. 15 15 16 79 .. . .
7. Lobra .. .. 14 14 14 66 .. .. .. .. .. ..
8. Naik .. 13 13 13 86 .. . .. . . ..
9. Munda .. 2 4 2 12 .. .. .. -
10. Kumhar .. 2 4 : 2 9 . .
11, Brahmin .. 3 6 N o 9 11
12. Ma.lar . .o 1 2 ° 1 8
Total 387 850 121 630 148 704 51 429 17 170

L. T S

12. The house of Bano Gond.

(Facing page 10)
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type of cloth. The upper portion of the body is
generally bare. Thus, a Naik (photagraph 1),
a Mahar (photograph 13), a Chick Baraik (photo-
graph  20) and a  Goud  (photograph  22)
are devord of any upper garnient,
Even so. cvery one  possesses a0 shirt o
modern design which is used at  the  time ol
going out.  During winter, chadars (sheets) are
used 1o ward off the cold.

- Females don the usual sari which is draped
In-a manner so as to cover the upper part of the
body also.  Blouse is not commonly woim. Thus
the old Khavia (photograph 25), the  Naik  girl
(photograph 16) and the Gond maiden (photo
graph 21) we all without any upper gatment.
But a Kharia girl on the way 1o church (photo-
graph 17) was found wearing a blouse. 1t is to be
noted. however, that the  photographs  portray
women in the dress commonly worn at home whiie
performing  the  usual how-chold chores. Mo
women, and certainly the younger ones, put on
blouses on  ceremonial occasions  or  whenever
they go out,

~ The school going children and young Chris-
tians wear shorts and shirts.

The Doms and Turis are not so particular
about cleanliness  as  the  other communities.
Hence, inospite oF similar diess being worn by
all people in the village, they appear to he more
slovenly i thenr appearance,

Shoes are not commonly wseds But most
men having dealimgs with the  outside  world
uswally  Keep a par of shoes tor wse on such
occasions.  Wooden sandals are used in the rainy
scason. cven while engagod on caluvation,

[. Ornaments

Phe wse of omnaments s not widespread.
1 he Christians do not fancy ornaments. Amongst
other women, the older ones appear 1o have
greater  bsamatton I omaments than the
vaunger ones. Lhuase the Mahar women (photo-
graph 505 and Gond woman (photograph 39) are
wore decorared than vounger women in other
photogiaphs,

Fhe followinge tuble assesses the extent ofr
nse of ornaments amone honscholds  classified
by mmcome groups:

TABLE 5

Extent of use of ornaments among households in Meromdega classilied by income groups

Total —
[ncowme group nmaunboer of
{per ronth) households
T ot
1 2 3
All incomo groups 337 46
Less than Rs. 25 .. 13 3
Betweon Rs. 26—60 .. 152 19
Between Rs. 50 —-75 .. 11y 14
Between Rs. 75 —100 .. Bhi +
Above Rs. 100 .. 35 G

It is scen that only one houschold  out  of
every seven (13.7 per cent) uses ornaments. It is
rather strange to find that the proportion  of
households using ornaments decreases  as  we
move from lower to higher income groups, the
only exception being the  last  group  (above
Rs. 100). It is also strange that there should e
houscholds in which men do, and women do not,
wear ornaments. Certain common articles  of
adornment such as bangles, wooden car-tops  or
rings, be it noted, ar¢ not included under

Number of houscholds

A
ANER
Weurme ornament < wenri
ortntnents
L. A . .
Both soxes Mides only Fomales only
4 n [H n
7 6 33 291
1 i 1 lo
{ { 122 (RS
| 1 T
. i BRI
1 D Yy

“Ornaments”™ Tor the purposes ol above  table,
The main bulk of houscholds (717 per cont)
usmge orvunaments comes from the mcome range
Rs. 25275, but this is  also  the aroup that
cmbraces more than 71 pev cent ol houscholds
m the village. Communitywise, the propuoitions
ol howcholds using ornaments ave : Khavia 0.85
per cent, Mahay 27.27 per cent, Gond 16.67 per
cent. Bhogta 7 per cent, Chik Baraik 1111 por
cent, Lolva 35.77 per cent, Dom 6151 per cent.
None of the Turi houscholds use ornaments.

_A Kb

aria girl on the way t

O (‘1\\\1‘011-

[T

18. A school-going Christian Kharia girl and lber mothier.

(Facing page 12)
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' Ihe following chart gives the local  names they are used, and the material of which they
of some ornaments, parts ot the body i which are generally made:
TABLE 6

Some common ornaments used in Mercmdega

. Local name of oruanicnts Feauivalent in Part ol the body Material of which Approximate price
lunglish where worn made
1 2 3 4 5
I. Khomso .. .. Hair pin . fair on head . Copper .. Re. 0.66 to Rs. 0.12 each.
2. Tarki .. .. Laring oo Lkar L. Silver .. .. Rs. 3.50 to Rs. 5.00 peor pair,
3. Kundal .. .. Baring PSS DTS .. Silver or gold .. R, 3.50 to R=. 45.00 s
4. Povpar-patta .. Leafonr (ops Lo Baro L o Siver L. .. R:.2.50 to R, 3.50 .
H. Kanausi .. .. Earing o Thar L .. Silver, brass or copper Re, 0.06 to Re, 0,12 )
6. Guna o C. Noseoring .. Nomeo L. .. Gold L. . Rs. 12,00 to Rs, 20,00 per
piece.
7. Chhuchi . .. No=e {op .. Noso .. .. Nilver or brass .. Ro.0.75 to Rs. 1.50 s
8. Nikri .. .. Necklace .. Neck .. .. Nilver .. .. Rs. 20.C0 to Rs, 35.00
" 9, Mungo mala .. Nceeklace .. Neek L. .. Munga .. .. Rs. 0. 50 tOR~. 0.75 ’
g-‘ _ 10, Khambhin .. .. Neeklaee .. Neck .. .. Nilvor or Munga .. Rs.1,50to Rs. 10,00 .
3 ) 11. Bandhana .. .. Necklaco .. Neek .. .. Silver or Mungn .. Rs.1.80 1o R, 10,00 .
s 12. Chandreahar .o Neckluee .. Neek . .. Silver or Mungn .. Rs, 1,56 10 Rs, 12,00 ’s
; 13. Chandwa .. .. Necklaee .. Neek .. .. Coins or Munga .. Rx, 1,50 10 1is. 10,00 "
. 4. Buju .. .. Armlet oo Arms L .. Silver or hronze .. Rs, 10 to R, 18,060 pr pair,
A 15, Baria .. ..o Wreistlet .. Hand .. Lo Nilver L .. Rr#.5.75 to Rea 16,00 .
16. Kagan .. .. Wristlet .. Hand .. .. Nilver .. . Rs.20.00 to Rs, 30,00
17. Buhutn .. .. Wristlot . Weist L. .. Silver .. .. Re, 8.75 to R, 18.00 .
18, Choort .. .. Bangles Lo Wrist L .. Glass or silvor .. Re.0.03 10 Iis. 1.25 perpioce,
19. Aguthi . oo Ring .. o Fingers .. Nilver or brass .. Re,g12to Re, 0025 .,
: e 20. Pari .. .. Anklet .. Foot .. -+ Bronzo or silver .. Rs. 3.0t to Rs. 4.60 per palr.
19. A Chik Daraik mother with her children. 20, Apuita . .. Ring .. .. Big too .. Silver or brass .. Re. .50 10 Lie. (.75 perpiece.
22 Ghotia . .o Ring . .o Toes .. .. Brass or bronze .. Re, 0.50 to Re. 0.60 -
23. Bichha .. .. Ring .. oo Toes L. .. Drass or bronze .. Re. (.25 to Re. .50 o
The Christians do not use many ornaments. 5. Tatlooing

Plowever,  every  married woman wears a ring
which is @ symbol of nuuriage. Among  others,

Women of all. communitics in the village

* nen wear Kandisi (earing) and fabij  (amulet) ;‘]’u 'f)”e_m("ll\c? tattooed.  The  Kharia  women,
-~ which is supposed to be a charm against — evil. .m‘.‘utf"‘(,‘)‘ so only nominally. Often, all that
The Gondse Bhogtas, Mahars and Chik Barvaiks 5 “,]_]phu. iy a few small  cross marks in the
also wear janew  (sacved ihvead) and keep  teck %C‘nh_? .0’1 thc torchead. The-Mahars, Gonds,
(pigtail or a wli of hair in  the  posterior  of “),g“h andd other castes get their women tattooed
hend) in i manner of orthodox Hindus. on @ much extensive scale. Some of the photo-

o0, 4 Chik DBaraik an his way to sowing paddy. - . . gra shs clearly support this point
I'he omaments described above are  avail- 1 Y supj p .

t : - N YN vl te S PR - Ao 4 M :
t ﬂr)h in (lllthnt markets  which  the  villagers Tatteoing is done by the local Malar woman
e . often visit. 'hey are manulactured by silver- who lives in Girja toli. ‘The practice seems to
(Facing paye b : ‘ s are: : . ’
cing pay smiths 1n the area. gain support from the belief that tattoo marks
!
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;u‘cm only things that will stay even after
death. Tattooing is also held to be a remedy
against pain in certain parts of the body affected
by it. It is also considered to be a cure  for
soitre.

Some old men have stkka marks on their left
forcarms.  These marks, civcular in shape and
five to seven in number, are made with a burn-
ing wick when the subjects arve about 10 years
old.  The practice of having sikka marks is,
however, on the decline ind only few among the
younger persons now have such marks.  "The
practice was once prevalent among all communi-
tics in  the village cexcept  Brahmins  and
Kumbhars.

6. Household goods

As with the villagers elsewhere,  the  chief
itern of furniture is the strmged cot or Khalia.
Frery family  possesses at Jeast one of these.
Other articles of Turniture such as chair  and
rable are not widely used.  Thus, chairs are
owned by 17 families only, of which 14 ave
Christians (13 Kharias  and 1 Munda). The
remaining $ families owning chairs are made up
of 2 Mahars and 1 Gond. Only 6 Kharias and
1 Mahar familics possess tables. Among Mahars,
the Mukhia of the Panchayat naturally  keeps
chairs and tables for visitors.  Machias  or  low
stools stringed like cots are Kept by almost  half
of the houscholds in the village. These  are
offered to visitors [or sitting upon.

Meals are taken sitting on  the ground,
peerhas made of wood being used for this pur-
pose.  Mirror and comb are kept by all families.
Wooden combs manufactured locally by the
Mahlis, Malars and Lohars have been  replaced
to a great cxtent by plastic  products  available
cheaply and abundantly in the local markets.

About onc-third of houscholds in the village
still use oil lamps for light. Hurricane lanterns
are possessed by 230 houscholds.  Petromax and
battery torch light are uncommon, being owned
only by 2 Kharias and 1 Mahar houschold. There
are 24 bicycles in the village—19 owned by
Christians (18 Kharias and 1 Munda) and 5 by
3 Mahars, one Gond and onc Brahmin. None
of these are articles of recent acquisition.

Mosquito curtains are also not used in the
village. The use of toilet soap is confined
mainly to the Christians (including the Munda
and Chik Baraik Christians and 38 Kharias).
The only non-Christian using toilet soap is a
Mahar family. Clothes are not sent to washer-
men, the use of washing soap being more wide-
spread.

Earthenware iy largely in use b cooking
as well as storing water  and  grains.  Farthen
pots meant for boiling rice are known as chhari;
those for storing water as gagre and Uhara-chickas
are  carthen tumblers uwsed  for  drinking.
Vesetables are cooked o iron tuwas (pan).  Pots
and pans made ol auminianm are also found in
some houses. The utensils used for cating are
thara (big metal plate made of - brass),  chipis
(small metal plate), dubli (metal cup) and lota
(water jug).  Glassware  and  chimaware  are
Tound only in a few Kharia houscholds, parti-
cularly of those whose members are working, or
have worked, in towns.

Some  miscellancous  articles,  including
implements for cutting wood and a few domestic
appliances, are listed below:

(1) Tanga and fangt ave large and small
AXCS.

(1) Ari (saw) and Basula  (chisel) are
Kept by some families,

(tit) Dhenki (pounding  implement),
wkhal and samath for dehusking ol
grains are commonly found.

(re) Baskets of various sizes are used for
storing grains, dry vegetable leaves.
cte. Patongs made of leaves  and
moras made  of  straw  come in
handy for this purpose.

(¢v) Boxes made of tin or steel are kept
by most  houscholds  for storing
their clothes and other valuables.

(vi) Ordinary umbrellas are  used by
many, but the oaditional  ones
made of leaves and known as gungun

are not quite obsolete. Bamboo
umbrellas are also in usc.

(vii) In place of the usual Kolhu, oil is
extracted by the wee of patta (photo-
graph  32). "T'he  oilseeds ave fivst
party ground and kept  in o small
baskets  about 6”7 square.  They
are then  crushed  between  two
planks, the pressure being  applied
by a person standing on  the  top
plank.  The lower © plank  has  a
small hole  through which the ex-
tracted oil oozes out into a vesscl
kept for collecting it.

7. Food and drink

Except for the two Brahmin  houscholds in
the village, all others are non-vegetarian. The
Doms, Mundas, Turis and Lohras reported becf
and buffalo meat to be permissible  items’ of

AN

95. A Kharin womuan dehusking paddy in a hole made in u
stonc slab.

v

\“'\\\‘-‘4\, - o

26. Mat-making is a profitable pastime,

(Facing page
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The dhenlii used for dehusking.

28, A ctringed armless chair Joeally known as Machia.

29. Storuge of water pots.

(Iacing I‘)”i"' 15)
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food. The Doms are not averse cven to taking
meat of dead animals.  Whilst goat and fowl are

eaten Dby all non-vegetarians, the Mahars,
Kumhars, Gonds, Bhogtas and Malars do not

take ham. Venison (deer-mcat) is taken by all
castes, while wild boar is caten only by those
who take han.

The staple foodgrain is rice.  Millets like
marua (Elensine coracona) and gondli (Panicuin
miliari) are supplementary foodgrains. Roots,
fruits and vegetables of various Kinds provide a
variety in food.

Banlandari is a root available in the Torests
in January and FYcbruary. It is caten after
botling.

Gethi is a bitter root which is fit for con-
sumption only after letting it stand over-night
in flowing water.

Pitars :.md Katain are other roots Tound.

T"he rainy scason provides various leaves,
vegetibles imd sags some of which  are  sarla,
matia, kanpai, lavialo, chakowr. "Those available
in the greater part of the year are bhagi, banka-
chari,  stliavi.  Tender leaves of Koinar and
/m//\'ul arc usced as vegetables. These are avail-
able in scason.  They are also dried and stored
for future use. Phutka grows in the rainy season.

[t is small round vegetable which taster  like
meat.

Flowers of Jirhul  (Lagersiroemia  regina-
macrocarpa). kachnar (Bauhinia tomentosa) and
Mala  (Bassia latifolia) trees are used as food.
Iruits of the Sal (Sorea robusta), Malhua (Bassia
laifoliay and Dumay (Ficus hispida), Bar (Ficus
bengalensis).  Pakkeari  (Ficus  cordifolia)  arc
cdible. The Truits of the common variety like
coawva (Pyvidione Gueeado mango  (Mangifera
indica), black-berry (Ewgenia Jambolana), papaya
(Carica papaya). plantain (Musa sapientum), jack-
fruit  (Diiocwrpus ontegrifolia), custaed  (Recinus
communisy and bel (Aegle marmelos) are used in
SCAson,

Rusiwm (Schleichera trijuga), Karanj (Carwsa
cavandasy. Malua (Bassia lalifolia) and  Balera
(Terminalia belericay arve used  for extracting
oils for lighting purposc and also for massaging
on the body. Edible oils are extracted from
mahua — (Bassia latifolia)  and  castor  seeds
(Recinus conomunis)  which  are  cultivated.
Besides natural produce available the vegetables
such as beens (boddy (vigna caliang), cucumber
(cucumis salions), gourds  (cucurbita  maxima.
Iadics  linger  (Hibiscus  esculentus). potato
(solaon tuberosum)  and  Brinjals  (Solanum
melongena), are grown Tfor consumption. The
[ollowing table gives the seasonwise availability
of different items of food listed above:

Sorial Name Botaniral name Scuson
no.
- Fruits—
1 Sal Shorea robusta Summer
2 Papaya Carica papaya All seasons
3 Mango .. Mangifera indica Summer
4 Black-berry .. Eugenia Jambolana . . Sumniner
5 Guava . Psidium guava All seasons
6 Koela (Plantain) Musa sapientum All seasons
7 Piar .. Buchanania latifolia. . Summer
8 Pituar .. Summer
9 Pakeari Ficus cordifolia Summer
10 Bar Ficus bengalensis Sammer
11 Dumar Ficus Hispida . Summer
12 Kathal Artocarpus integrifolia Summer
13 Sarifa Annona squamosa Winter
14 Bel Aegle marmelos Summor
15 Amla Phyllanthus e mblica Summer
Itoots—
1 Gethi Summer
2 Bankandri Winter
3 Pitharu . .. Summer
N 4 Kathru .. .. Rainy
Sag and vegetables—
1 Sarla sag Rainy
2 Banpani .. Rainy
3 Bhagi All seasons
4 Bankachhari Rainy
5 Siliari sag Rainy
6 Chakour . Rainy
7 Lariata . Summer
8 Koinar . .. Summer
9 Munga .. Marringa pterygosperma Summer
10 Kudrum . .. Hibiscus Sabdarifa Rainy
" 11 Putkal ve .o .o Summer
12 Potato .. .. Solanum tuberosum .. All seasons
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\ BELIEFS AND IRACTICES

RELATING TO BIRTLHL,

MARRIAGE AND DEATII

8. Birth, pregnancy and pre-natal pructices

The beliefs and practices deseribed  below,
generally apply o all connmunities in the village,
unless expressty indicated otherwise,

Conceprtion

Barrenness 15 a social stigma and a childless
woman 1s deemed to be inauspicious. She s
avolded on joyous and festive occasions such as
marrtage, lestival  velating to tansplantation,
cte. A\ barren wonun soon loses her hushand's
aftccuon and is often divorced on the ground of
her physical incapacity to bring forth a child,

Pregnancy s, therelore, a most  welcome
cvent  dor a married  woman.  Conception s
recogiised by the usual symptoms it produces,
Stoppage ol the menstrual cyde, bulging out of
the abdomen, feeling of nausca and  heaviness,
and growing of peculiar tastes such as chewing
of hard baked clay ol the hearth are some of the
common indicatious.  While no restrictions arve
mposed in the beginning on the vsnal house
hold chores and other activities of the mother,
she withdraws hersell from mnore arduous kinds
of work as the pregnancy  advances. Specially
nutritional foods are not provided but intoxicat-
g liquors, believad to cause abortion, are pro-
hibited to her. She is also not allowed to carry
heavy load which is believed to lead 1o similar
disastrous consequences.

The Gonds consider a pregnant woman o
be mmpure, for she is not permitted to 20 to the
sarna nor to any other place of worship. Tt was
stated in the village that some 30 years  ago
a woman who did not heed to this  mmjunction
paid heavily for her dercliction and the child
was lost by carly abortion. This kind of helief
in pre-natal impurity of women is shared by all
scctions of people in the village. The Kharia
women are not cven permitted to go outside the
village limits during pregnancy.

Sacrifices and offerings to gods and dcities
for ensuring a safc delivery are, however, not
made by any community in the village.

Delivery

Delivery usually takes place in the hushand's
house.  No scparate structure is specially  pro-
vided for this purpose but a room is sct apart
if the circumstamces so permit: otherwise, a parti-
tioned off portion of the living room itself has
necessarily to suffice.

Duais or midwives belong to the Dom or
Tt community o this arca. They  are
stpposed o speaiadise i this job as the Chamar
and Ghast women do elsewhere. The mirdwile
severs the navel chord with any  shap instrae
ment. The placenta is huvied near the house
suficiently deep so as to prevent animals from
gettive at it lLoere 1s a0 beliel thae if the pla-
centa is caten by any animall it will cause harm
to the mothar by bringivg about veduced  Tacta-
ton or even its complete stoppage.

T he Dom midwife atends on the  maother
ad the chibd during the period of - pollation.
She massaccs them with oil, washes thewr clothes
and vendes other mcidental seivices. For her
labour she is paid a rupee in cash and  three
secrs o vice by way ol Secdha dood ration); also
a s, old or new weording o the means ol the
clicnt. Often, she also cets her Tood  for  the
period she has heen i aiondanee. Tt is custo-
ey toopay more meocase of male issues, but
there s nag havd and foast vde and 1t s all Jeft
to one’s sense of disaretion aad financtal condi-
tion.  The midwiie is supposed  not only  to
possess - certan degree of - physical skill - n
bringing about safc delivery, but is also in the
know of edicingl hevbs which may be required
in cse ol complications arising prior to, at the
time ol o Tollowing, childbivth.  T'hese have
been fomnd by the villaoers to be Liveely eflica-
cious.  But such eventualities  also tecessitate
sonmctimes seeking of - help from more  potent
powers. and the Palban and the Ol may  he
calted i 1o help with their  mcantations and
offerings. Aneestral spivits are invoked on such
OCCASIONS.

Peaple aencrally prefer theiv fivst horn to
be sons. On subsequent births and such  ocea-
stons are by no means of few in most cases the
sexcof the child fargely a matter of indifference,

Post-natal period

The mother is fed on liquid dict  on  the
div of childbivih. Moong dal (Phaseolus munga)
md - mashed kaddw (Langenaria culgars) are
added to the soup. Urid dal (Phaseolies yadint us)
is prohibited as it is believed to increase hleed-
ing. Normal Tood is provided from  the next
day.  Milk, poultry  and  mutton  are Qgiven
according to the meaus of the family.  Milk is,
however, rather scarce in the arvea. Recupera-
tive herbal tonies (whose ingredients are kept
a closely gnarded secret) preseribed and supplied
by the midwife are also usually taken, “
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The actual period of pollution lasts for 6
days among all communitics cxcept the Brah-
mins, for whom the period is 21 days. During
this period the woman is not allowed to touch
any of the houschold utensils nor enter the
kitchen (if separately located) nor the sacred
places.  Even her touch is believed to pollute.

The period of pollution ceases after purifi-
catory cercmonies are performed on the day of
Chhathi or Barhi so called because it takes
place on the sixth or twellth day after confme-
ment. On the sixth day, the floor is clcaned
and all carthenwares replaced in the house. The
barber is called to shave the child’s head and
pare the mother’s nails.  The child’s  hair is
completely shaved because, having grown in the
womb, it is considered to be impure. All male
members in the family, and even close relatives,
get their heads shaved whilst women get their
nails pared. 'The¢ child’s hair is placed in a leaf-
cup and left on a foot-path or near a bamboo
clump, the idea being that the child should grow
as big as the pathway or that he should live and
multiply rapidly like the luxurious growth ot
bamboo. The barber is paid a rupee and given
a scer of rice for his services. The payment may
he somewhat higher in case of male children.
The relatives and {riends are then given a feast
in which some preparation of meat is a ‘must’.
Non-caste members who attend the function are
given a seer of uncooked rice in lieu of cooked
food. The extent of inter-communal participa-
tion on such occastons is, however, insignificant.
Only close and intimate  friends  belonging  to
other castes arc invited.

The Kharia children are baptised in  the
church, usually within a month of being born.
The ceremony is conducted in the church  at
Simdega. A Tormal fee of 25 Paise is paid for
registration of the nmame. The sacrament of
confirmation is given to the child as soon as he
is able to think for himsclf, that is, at the age
of about 6 to 8 years.

The Mahars name their children on the
Chhathi day. Besides the usual name chosen by
the parents, a Rashi name is given by the
Brahmin. According to the planetary disposi-
tion at the time of birth, horoscopes are also
prepaved.

The naming of child takes place on the 6th
day among the Bhogtas, Doms, Turis and
Lohras, and on the 12th day among the Gonds
and Chik Baraiks. The mnames of ancestors
constitute a veritable pool of available choice,
the appropriateness of a particular name being
dcp}cndent on certain ceremonial observances.

A leaf-cup containing clean, transparcnt ’water
is taken and a grain of rice is dropped in it
This is supposed to represent the child. After
this, a particular name is proposed to be given
and grain of rice is dropped in the leaf-cup in
token of it. If the two grains meet, the name
is approved; othcrwise the process is  repeated
until the desired tally is achieved.

The Gonds and Chik Baraiks obscrve
Barhi on the 12th day. Feasts arc offered on
that day after which the veil of pollution is
lifted for good. '

Children are normally breast-fed for 2-3
years. Semi-solid food begins to be given as
soon as the children get some tecth; even so,
mother’s milk is not stopped. However, if a
woman conceives soon after the birth of a child,
lactation is perforce stopped and the child has
to manage with other kinds of food for nourish-
ment and sustenance. By the time a child is
3 years old, he ccascs to have an urge for being
breast-fed. Occasionally, however, bitter pastes
(c.g., ground leaves of neem) arc applied on the
breasts to compel the child to give up the habit.

Infants and toddlers are carried on  back
tied by means of a cloth, leaving the mother
free to attend to her usual chores.

Children are considered to be heavenly
blessing and the villagers do not seem to have
cver heard of such a thing as contraceptives.
Yet a child may somctimes be  wholly  undesir-
able.  Unmarried and unfaithful women are
always eager to prevent conception as it would
cxpose them to social opprobrium. As contra-
ceptives are unknown, the calamity can be
avoided only by secking recourse to abortion.
The midwives are believed to be adept in the
art of causing abortions. Heavy consumption
of alcoholic beverages, physical manipulation of
the abdominal cavities and certain herbal drugs
arc believed to be efficacious in this regard. It is
not surprising that nobody openly admits the
knowledge or use of these methods.

9. Marriage

The rites and customs relating to marriage
differ with each community and are, thercfore,
separately described below:

Gonds

The average age of rmarriage among the
Gonds of Mcromdega is 17 for males and 14 for
females. A few males are, however, got married
as late as 25 years and some as early as 8 years.
The corresponding limits among females are 20
years and 7 years. Child marriages are not alto-
gether unknown as 1 male and 5 females in the

4
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age group 0 11 were found married at the time
of survey.  The boy was manried at 13 and the
girls between T and 130 In the next age group
(15—21), however, only 4 out of 24 girls were
fourndd unmartied.  ‘The corresponding  propor-
tion among males was 11 out ol 26 who were
unmarried. None of the lemales over 74 years
remained unmarried, though 3 males out of 162
did  so. As  dnjoined by Hinduism, it is con-
sidered desivable by Gonds to get their daughters
marricd  hefore  the onsct of puberty  (that s,
hefore thcy 111('115[1‘11;!1@). IHowever, there 1s no
rigidity about this,

Marriages are performced cither within the
village or near about. As many as 20 out of 110
marriages were performed in the village  itsell
and, only 14 marriages were contracted at a dis-
tance of more than 15 miles from the  village.
Strict clan exogamy s practised,

Among the Gonds as with other communi-
tics except the Brahmins and Kumhars, marriage
negotiations hegin from the bridegroom’s  side.
T'he father of the groom, accompanied by some
relatives, goes to the bride’s Tather and expresses
his desire about matrimonial relationship. After
necessary details about the  groom  have  been
ascertained, the bride’s father  usually  reserves
his reply so as to consult his funily - members
about the proposal. Subscquently, a message is
sent to the groom’s father signitying consent or
refusal. In case of refusal, the groom’s  father
sometimes makes fresh attemprs to alter the
decision of the bride's father.  After consent s
achicved, a date 1s fixed by mutual  agreement
for the maniage to take  place. Not  unoften
the marriage may be deferred by a year or two
il the parties are not in a position to hear the
expenses at an carlier date. "There is e nominal
paviment of bride price which is only Rs. 1.25.
Tt is, however, obligatory for the groom’s father
to send a sari, bangles, combs and other toilct
articles for the bride at the time of Karma festi-
val, even though the marviage may have only
been fixed but not yet solemmised. This practice
is not found prevalent among  the  non-tribal
communities. It may bc¢ noted also that unlike
other communities, ncither the parents of the
aroom nor of the bride examine the bride or the
aroom, at any stage though reliable sources are
often tapped for full details in this connection.

The actual date for marriage 1s fixed by the
yrahmin, It is usually held in the months of
February and March, ic., immediately after the
harvesting season.

The bridegroom and his party go to the
bride’s house for marriage 10 days before the
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actual date, because a ceremony known as lagan
panbandi has to be goue through.  'Fhe  party
carrics rice, one sari and some money which arce
presented to the bride. This is called  fagan.
A marriage canopy has carlicr been constructed,
made up of Sal poles and covered with Sal Teaves,
This is called panbandi. The  groom’s  paots
hands over a coat, rice and c/ra which is placed
in the basket in the wandap. The Dride s
brought here and anvinted with an admixture
of oil and ground turmeric which is known as
aptan.  This  cevemony is  known s fagan
panband,.

CAmong the Gonds, manriage nay be per-
formed either at the house of the bride (in which
case it is known as Charlr vivalty ov at the house
of the croom  (in which case it is  known s
Karalh vivalty.  Kavah owcah s preferved as
is less expensive, the groom not being requiresd
to take a large party with him to any place. In
this mode of marriage, the bride is brought to
the house of the groom immediately alter pan
bandi. She is  brought  on a doli (palanquin)
which is carried by Kharias. The biide s accom- ~
panicd by her relatives, males as well as !cmulvs.
Up to the date of marriage, both the bride and
the croom are daily anointed withaplan. On
the night preceding  the  marriage,  men andd
women dance and sing, the  would  be  couple
heing cnvied on their arms from: time o time.
Next morning they are hathed and - given new
dress  to wer. The groom wears a dliot and
shirt while the bride wears a sare and blouse. ‘The
next ceremony s Ambaweival. N branch ol
mango tree which has not yet fruited s brought.
The Brahmin priest wraps two picees of thread
round the branch, one representing the bride and
the other the groom. A puja is then performed
and it is believed that the mango tree from which
the branch had been brought  will  thereafter
hear abundant fruit.

The mariea is made of nine or some other
odd number of poles.  Even number of poles 1s
held to be very inauspicious. A mud platform
known as bedi is provided in the middie of the
marwa. Farthen  lamps  with  four  wicks
(chaomak) are placed on its four corners and an
carthen pot known as kalsa is kept in the centre.
The kalsa is set up  on  paddy  grains. Tt i
covered with a leaf cup on which another carthen
Jamp is placed.  The bride and the groom are
then brought to the mandap where  they  take
their scats.  The bride sits on the right side of
the groom. The groom sits on a [)ir?m and the
bride on a silaut (a flat stone generally used for
grinding condiments). The Brahmin then per-
forms worship of ancestors, The marriage,’ is

\
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solemnised either by the application of sindur
(vermilion) or kajal (black soot) or even dhuli
(dust). Some clans use kajal and other sindur
or dindi.  In Meromdega, however, there is a
special custom regulating the use of these items.
According to the  usual  practice among  the™
Gonds, the celdest brother in the  family is the
chicf person who generally performs all pujas.
Since God is worshipped by  sindur it is con-
sidered that sindur should not be used by men
and women. So the eldest brother in the family
is not allowed (while getting married) to use
sindur nor can his wife ever use sindur. How-
cver, other brothers i the (umily are not
similarly precluded. The final act of wedding
consists of application of vermilion or its subs-
titutes.  This is done behind a curtain as  un-
married persons are not  supposed  to  see it.
A ceremony known as gat-bandhan  then takes
place. The cends of groom’s dhoti and  bride’s
sari are tied into a knot and the couple then go
round the bedi. The bride’s brother gives lava
(parched rice) to the groom as the latter is
doing the rounds. The former gets a dhoti
f[rom the groom for this rite. It is known as
sara dhoti (brother-in-law dhoti). The next day
climaun ceremony takes place. The bride and
the groom are brought to the mandap and made
to sit on a mat. Elderly persons and relatives
bless them by throwing  some  arwa  rice and
making some gifts which consist usually of small
amounts of moncy. The Brahmin priest is given
Rs. 1.25 and a dhioti for all his labours. The rela-
tives of the bride return home on the day after
marriage.  On the cighth day after marriage, the
bride and the groom come to the former’s house.
They take gifts of rice and cakes made of rice
flour. They stay there for nine days and there-
after return together, this marking the end of
all matrimonial ceremonies,

~ Marriage between persons related by blood
is not prohibited.  Preferential type of mating
is cross-cousin union. Thus, 10 marriages have
taken place with daughter of father’s sister or
mother’s brother.  Exchange of brides between
families is also common. Marrying the widow
of clder brother and younger sister of wife is
permissible.  Widow re-marriage  is prevalent,
though the form of marriage is by sagai in which
a Brahmin is not required to officiate. Re-married
widows, however, have lower social status.

Inter-caste marriages are prohibited. In onc
case a  Gond gitl Tell in love with a married
Mahar boy.  She was outcasted by the Gonds but.
accepted by the Mahars., The children are now
m-:m-d.ns Mahars by caste, who are deemed to be
fower in the social ladder. Monogamy is the

rule generally but there is mno restriction on
taking more than one wife.  Barrenness of the
first wife is a good ground for taking another
wile.

Divorce s permissible.  Only one case was
reported in the village in which a woman was
divorced because of her heine harven.  Infidelity
and slothTulness are other grounds for  divorce.
In case if a woman asks for a divorce because
she has taken a new lover. the caste panchayat
(which is called upon to adjudicate) may direct
that the expenses incurred in the marriage by
the husband should be veturned o him.  This is
usually done by the wile's new lover,

KNharia

O1f the several communities in Mecromdeya,
the Kharia givls have the highest average age at
marriage (19 years).  'Fhe corresponding age for
Kharia boys 1s 20, which s the same as for
Mahars and Lohras.  Though the carliest ages
of marriages recorded in the village are 12 and
10 years for males and females respectively, only
1 male below 15 years ol age was found married
at the time ol survey in the entive  Kharia
community in that age gronp. On  the other
l.mml, the maximum age ol marrviage  recorded
m the village is 30 years for males and 25 years
for females,

_The field for choosing parers is not very
wide.  About oneseventh of the marriages were
contracted within the village itsell, and just over
a quarter at places more than 15 miles distant.
Few of the places, however, are more than 25
miles away.

1’ N 4T P .

[he Kharia marriages usually  take  place
well after the puberty.  The negotiations  are
entered into by the groom’s father  who = sends
a mediator (agua) o the bride’s father. I the
preliminary - negotiations  prove  fruitful, the
groom’s father pays a visit and scttles the bride-
price (dali).  There is little scope for bargain-
mg  over  this matter. T " ‘or
e over lhs matter. Though  formerly” 12
yullocks and a new sare normally constituted the
dali, only 2 bullocks and & new sari suffice for
I.h(,‘l.])lll:pi)SC now-a-days.  "I'his change is obviously
i . N . N R - e
ne ‘uall\(] of the lowering ol the general ccono-
mic condition of the people and,  more parti-
(‘ullzn'ly. of the reduction 1 their cattle  wealth.
The aoreceme Swee v Tathers

]  ag cement b tween th} Tathers is, however,
subjece to formal  ratification by  the parties
themselves.  In practice the boy and the girl are
scldom complete strangers to one another, and
1]1(’11" prior consent is obtained informally before
the formalities are begun.
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After this, the groom goes to the bride’s
house along with his father, the agua and some
relatives. The prospective bride comes with a
lota (pot) of watet. The boy takes the pot from
her and offers it back to her. The girl takes it
and offers it again to  him. This is repeated
thrice. 'The repeated exchanges of a pot of water
signify the tacit approval of the boy and the gl
to the proposed marriage. The ceremony s
known as lota-pani. The groom and his party
are then given a feast. While leaving, the groom’s
party leaves behind a stick  with - the  bride’s
father. This 1s the token of an  mvitation
extended to them  (bride’s party) to make a
return visit.

A visit is accordingly performed after some-
time by the bride’s party who are given a feast
at which pork or mutton is an essential consti-
tuent. ‘There is singing, dancing and taking of
rice-beer, but this is  confined o the Roman
Catholics.  The next morning the bride’s Tather
selects two bullocks and takes them with him as
payment ol the bride price.

Among the Christians, Church  ceremonies
vary among the Lutherans and the Catholics. “The
Tutherans first fix a date for Bachandat, on which
day the couple visit the local chapel and aver the
intention of getting married  before  the local
Padre. The actual marriage is pevformed 3 weeks
later. The intervening period is allowed to them
for further contemplation about their mu.tual
suitability. ‘They are free to revise their views
during this period if they so desire. The marriage
is finally solemnised in the church, and symbolis-
«d by the presentation of a ring made of any
metal to the bride. The groom and  the  bride
pay Rs. 3 and Rs. 1.50 respectively as registration
charges.

Among the Catholics, the couple  have to
attend the chapel continuwously for a fortnight
during which period the solemnity, sanctity and
indissolubility of marriage are impressed upon
them. This is done to prepare them  properly
for a smooth conjugal life. T'he marriage cere-
mony takes place thercafter in the church, matri-
mony being regarded as one of the seven sacra-
ments. The fee payable for registratioin is the
same as for the Lutherans, though there is less
rigidity about it,

The religious part of the marriage ceremony
does not,  however,  supplant  the  customary
part. The bride and the groom return to
their respective houses after the marriage. Then
the groom and his relatives go in a procession to
the bride’s house with a view to fetch her from

there formally.  The occasion is a joyous one
and the party abounds in  mirth ;m'dV merry-
making as it proceeds on its journey. The night
is spent in the bride’s village. No spe ial con-
veyanee s provided Tor the groom.

The next day, there is a ceremony known
as Gor-dhoai (washing ol fect). The mothers of
the bride and the groom ceremonially wash cach
other's feet.  Chura (pressed rice) v offered
to the guests, Then dancing ensues. The groom
is held on the shoulders of one ol his party and
the bride is similarly canried by one of - her
friends during the dance. Next, chiumann takes
place. The couple are seated under a canopy
(maywa) and  Dblessed by clderly  persons.
Members of the groom’s party offer aifts to the
bride.  The groom’s party returns home after a
feast, bringing the bride along with it. - Another
chumaun cevemony takes place at the house of
the groom,

[ntrasept marriages e forbidden but there
is no bar to cross-cousin matrriages,  which ave
in fact much m vogue. Widow  remarriage 18
also permissible.

AMalrs

There is no  rigidity  among  the  Mahars
about givls being marvied  immediately  after
puberty. The average age at marriage is 20 for
boys and 17 for girls.  Extreme ages of marriage
are, however, 26 and 1 years for males and 23
and 9 years for females.

Before actual negotiantions hegin, the  rashis
(signs of zodiac in which born) of the boy and
the girl are compared by the  Brahmin,  Unless
these are mutually Lwvourable, no munriage can
take place. Subject to this preliminary  though
patamount consideration being fullilled,  formal
proposals wre minde by the Lather of the boy to
that of the gitl, A final veply s given by the
gitl’s stde at a later date alter the velatives and
friends have been consulted  about  the  desir-
ability of the proposed match.  As  among  the
Gonds, ncither party sces the boy or  the  girl
with a view  to determining  their  suitability
much less is it permissible for  the  would  be
bride and the groom to meet. Fven so it s
seldom that the boy and the girl are complete
strangers to one another. Although marriage is
prohibited among persons belonging 1o the same
sept and also if they are related up to three gene-
rations on either parents’ side, village exogamy
does not exist.  In Tact, more than one-third of
the Mahar marviages have taken place in  the
same  village, and only one-fourth ar a distance
exceeding 15 miles from the village. '
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The marriage is settled after an accord is
reached between the two parties. This is con-
firmed by mangn: or betrothal ceremony. The
actual wedding 1s often deferred by a year or
two depending upon mutual  agreement.  Non-
availability of funds or young age of the pro-
posed match is often a consideration for post-
ponement of the actual wedding which, however,
1s not always the case. As among the Gonds, the
groom’s father has to send presents to the girl
on the occasion of every Karma festival during
the period intervening between  betrothal and
marriage,

In the year of marriage, visits are exchanged
by both parties in the month of Paus (Decem-
ber|January), and the formality of fixation of
bride price concluded. The bride price is
generally a sum of Rs. 7.25 in cash along with
2 maunds of rice in kind. The date of marriage
is then fixed on an auspicious day determined
by a Brahmin priest after consulting the almanac.

Although marriage at the groom’s place is
pcrmissible, it i considered more dignified  to
have the ceremony performed  at  the  bride’s
house.

A marwa or marriage shed is constructed in
the house of both the bride and the groom two
or three days before the date of marriage. Aptan
is applied to the would be couple in their respec-
tive homes. On the day preceding the marriage,
a_ceremony known as ghee-dhari or pouring of
ghee is performed at both places. The bride or
the groom, as the case may be, takes a thali
(plate) of arwa (unboiled) rice coloured with
turmeric and go¢s round with it to the villagers
who are to be invited to the marriage. The
parents then make offerings to ancestral  spirits
at the marwa which is decorated with % kalsas
(pots). A goat is also sacrificed on this occasion.

The groom’s party proceeds to the bride’s
house on the day of marriage. The presents
carried on this occasion include 2 saris for the
bride, 2 saris for her mother. and two baskets
(each containing 50) of cakes made of rice flour.

The wedding ceremony, presided over by a
Brahmin priest, is solemnised by the application
of sindur (vermilion) by the boy on the girl’s
head and forehead. The ceremonies of kno?ting
up of clothes of the couple and sprinkling of
lawa are then gone through as in  the case of
Gonds. The finale is with the ceremony  of
chumaun which has been described earlier,

The bride goes to the groom’s house on the
next day. She returns to her own house with

her husband after 9 days with fresh presents of
rice-cakes.

Marriage by intrusion is prevalent among
Mahars though no such case was reported in the
village. 11 the boy and the girl make up their
minds to marry but their parents do not approve
of the match, the girl simply goes to live with

the boy and is usually accepted. A ceremonial
marriage follows,

Love before marriage was reported to be a
rare  phenomenon.  The fixation of emly
marriages explains it to a great extent.

Widows are eligible to re-marry in the sagai
form which is devoid of usual cercmonies and
requires no Brahmin priest.  Both levirate and
sororate are permissible. Divorce is possible at
the mstance ol cither party.

Bhogtas

The average age of marriage is 17 for boys
and 14 for girls. An agua is sent by the groomn’s
side. The agua’s journey is postponed if he
meets with ill-omens on the way in the form of
a jackal, a tiger or a snake crossing the path.
On reaching the girl’s village, the agua sends
a stick to her house and stays himself with some
other villager. This is a symbolic method of
making his arrival and purpose of visit known.
The preliminaries are settled on the next day.
Thereafter, the parents of both parties cxchange
visits 1n order to examine the boy and vhe girl,
and {inalise the details,

Marriage ceremonies are generally perform-
ed at the groom’s house. Before this, groom with
a party goces to Tetch the bride. The bride price,
usually consisting of Rs. b in cash and 3} maunds
of paddy, is paid before the bride is brought. She
is taken on a doli (palanquin). On reaching the
groom’s house, friends and relatives welcome the
bride and the groom. Thereafter, they are suit-
ably feasted and entertained.

A marwa is constructed at the groom’s place
on the following day. Before this is done,
a ceremony called matkorwa (literally, digging
of carth) is performed. The Pahan goes to a
tanr (upland) and digs some earth after praying
to the village deity and spirits for the well-being
of the bride. The earth thus dug is carried home
and placed on the marwa by the groom’s mother.
‘The next day, pankatan (cutting of water) cere-
mony is gone through. A group of men and
women proceed to a danri singing and dancing
in the manner prescribed for the occasion. A
pot with wide mouth is filled with water. The
groom’s brother ceremonially cuts the water in
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it five times with a sword. The pot is then
covered with a sari belonging  to the  brude,
carvicd to the house and kept at a safe place
Fhis specially treated water is used subsequentiy
for bathing the  couple  betore  the  ninvinge
ceremony,

Marriage takes place in the  marwa. The
bride and the groom sit on a silaut (lat stone
used for grinding  spicesy  and pirke (wooden
plank used for squatting) respectively. 'The barber
makes a small gash in the litte fingev of left
hand of" both the couple. X few drops of blood
ol cach are collected and mixed  with  sindur.
This sindur is applied behind o curtain on the
bride’s head by the groom as the finale  of  ihe
ceremony.  The  barber is paid Rso 1 in cash
and a dhoti Tor his  scrvices.  Later,  daomaun
takes place.

Next morning the couple take o bath in the
stream. Whilst retwrning the groom shoots an
arvow at a deer made of orass. This is said to
be a symbolic relic of the bygone  days  when
every Bhogta used to be a good hunter.

T'he Bhogtas have exogamous septs. Mono-
camy is the rule but polygamy is not hinred.
Divoree is permissible. Love mmniages e not
unknown.  ‘Thus a Bhogta in the vitlage hroueht
o manvied wonuan ol his own caste to whom he
had taken a Tancy.  He was allowed to live in
paace with her aofter the  castemen had - heen
given an exoncerating feast.

10, Death

The spirits of the deceased arve believed o
influence people. Therefore, ancestral spivits are
propitiated at the time ol festivals. “The spivits
of persons who have met with unnatural deaths
are, however, supposed o bhe malevolent and
are accordingly warded ofl. Those dying from
accidents or mflectious discases wre not buried in
the  proper  community  graveyards,  but away
from them. Persons «ying  from  snake-bite
(sanp muay or fall from a tree (gach mud) and
women dying at childbivth  (belore the  purifi-
catory ceremony of ¢ihathiy do not find repose in
the graveyard.  The period of pollution in case
of such deaths is shortened 1o three days.

The practices relating 1o disposal — of  the
death among different conumunities arce birictly
described below:

Gond

The dead are almost  invariably  buried.
I'here is no bar to cremation, but it cm he

practised only by the comparatively well-to-do as
some expenditue is imolved m paying tor the
fuel and ghlee that is vequired. Moveover, if a
petson is cremated, ey obligatory on the part
ol las hieirs 1o carry somie hones of the deceased
for consicnment in the  Ganees  at o Varast,
Alihabad o Hartdwai,  Soadle has also to be
pertormed ot Gaya in such cases. By burying the
dead, all these bothaations me avoilded. No
recent e of aemation was aaturally  reported
i the village. “These postaremation rituads are
not supposed to be recent developmient. It was
said that they were  part of  their taditional
custom.  After death, the deceased s \\'r.lppcd
in a picce ol new doth and caovied o the grave-
yard o aocots Five is nominally applicd o the
month ol the deceased before hoval, This o ds
done finst by the eldest son and then by other
relatives, A branch of el tree s tied  with
cloth at one cud wlhich s dipped i ghee and
thenignited. "Phe flone thus produced is applied
to the deceased. The ceremony as o known o as
Muataganr (leme for the deceased). The body
15 then lawd to vest with its head o the north.
The members of the funeral party (which con-
sists ol nien only) tettn to then homes atier
bathing. "t he house of the deceased is cleaned
and ol carthenwares aeplwed. Noolood s
cooked in the house for three days, members of
the tamily bhemng supplicd with food by abeir
relatives. One the thod dav, o haber s called
to shave the heads of males and pare the pails
ol Temales. The washaman s called 1o wash
the clothes. For persons who can atford, the day
ts tounded off with  a small feast nen to
1elatives,

o
(‘:l

A purthicatory ceremony,  known as Dash-
Lavia, s performed on the temth day. A Brahmm
1s called o ofliciate on this  occasion.  Pinds
(oblations) are offeved 1o the spivit of  the
deceased ar home as also on the hank of a stream.
The pinds wre made  of - riceflour paste  and
lashioned to a shape resemNing the human form.
This tmage is cut into seven picces with  the
help of KNusle (4 kind ol arass). After this, the
persons who had applied fire o the mouth of the
deceased are called. They collect the picces of
pind i small basket and cry, O dead. let us
now start for the pilgrimage to Banavas”.  The
basket is then  thrown  in the  stream.  The
Dashlaynia ceremony is concliided by offering
darn (gifts) to the Brahmin, A she-calf, ri(‘(::
pulses, cloth and money are given according to
means of the family,  T'he Brahmin is fed with
Chura Apressed vice) or puri - (bread cooked in
ghee), items of food which are not supposed to
be polluted by the touch of low caste  people.
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The castemen and relatives are then given a feast
consisting ol rice, pulses and mutton topped
with rice beer.

The same day i ceremony known as Chharh
Bhitarana is  performed. It is a ceremony for
enabling the spivit of the deceased to join those
of the ancestors. Some family  members and
other relatives Gihe an cavthen pot containing
vice, pulses and vegetables and go to the grave-
yard, following the same course by \\'.ln(‘h the
deceascd had been curied. The pot s Kept at
the ovave and the spivit of the deceased is - ox-
horted to retirn to s home. Meomwhile,  the
room in which the person had died 1s sprinklcd
with rice flour.  On acturn from the river, the
party inspects the 10o0m of the deceased o find
out il any marks have heen ‘]]L'l(lC on lhc'ﬂoor.
I kootprints or other signs of human bemyg or
any animal are found, 1t s believed that the
deceased had taken re-birth,  In absence of any
such sien. the performuance is - repeated  until
stch siens are Tound.

Another ceremiony  known as - Marimasan
takes place on the next day. The grave of the
deceased is visited by family members and food
(vice and pulse) is scattered s offering to - the
deceased amcestors,

Chhiohe Blitaiana and Marimasan take place
only for ninried personse I the case of - an-
nmearried persons (as also for those who dic un-
nataral deaths). the paiilicatory  cevemony  con-
cludes on the thind day. A woman - dying  at
childbivth s buried away from  the  gravevard.
Thorns are pricked in her feet before she is Taid
to rest so that she may not be able to find her
way Dack to her home or the village.  The spirit
of such a woman is belicved  to turn inte  a
churail,

Klavia

1t has heen noted eavticr that the Kharias of
the village ave practically all. Christians.  They
Lury their dead. The body is wrapped  in  a
piul- of new cleth and taken to the graveyard

-

after it has reccived blessings at the Church.
Thg body s buried with its head towards the
west, Members of the funeral party bathe there-
after. This is the only action taken to remove
the pollution supposed to be caused by death.
Prayers for redemption of the soul of the deceased
are offered in the churches.

Malar

The dead are carried o the graveyard for
burial on biers made of bamboo. Those of the
Kabirpanthi scct get the heads of deccased males
shiived before  burial. The hair of a deccased
female is, however, otled and combed and, should
she die in a marvied state, vermilion is appliced
on the parting of her hair on the head. The
dead persons are buried with their head to the
wost, like the  Kharias. However, non-Kabir-
panthi Mahars bury their dead with  the  head
towards north like  other  communities.  The
dead are buried with all their carthly belongings.
In cither case, the members of the funceral party
hathe before returning home. The purificatory
ceremonies are held on the tenth day.

Among Kabivpanthis, all the male members
ol the Tamily and the clan get their head shaved.
They accompany the Mahanth to the graveyard
where the latter preaches some religious  tenets.
T'wo coconuts are offered at the grave and an
carthen lamp is lit.  This ceremony is believed
to cnable the spirit of the deceased to join his
ancestors,

The Daskarma and Ghharh Bhitarana cere
monics are performed only by those who do not
belong to the Kabirpanthi sect. A Brahmin is
called to officiate at Daskarma and the ceremonics
perforimed are similar to those prevalent among
the Gonds.  The purtficatory rites arc, howcever,
held on the third day for persons dying of un-
natural death which includes death from small-
pox, cholera and leprosy.  Pinds are not offered
to the spirits of persons dying in this manner.

Brahmins and barbers are not called by the
other communities in the village,
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CHAPTER HI
THE VILLAGE ECONOMY

Econoae Risovrars

1. Land

The revenue manza  Meromdega,  bearing
thana no. 125 of Thethaitangar revenue  thana,
covers a wide arca of about 8 sqquarc miles within
its boundarics. Tt has heen observed that hills
and forests occur withm  the confines  of  the
village; so the actual cropped arca is only about
30 per cent of the total arca. Statistics regarding
detailed classification of the entire arca are main-
tained by the revenue authoritics.  According to
these, the distribution of the entire village arca
mnto different kinds of land in 1961-62  was  as
follows:

Description Area (inoacres)
Total arca of Tand .. 4,916.96
({) Forests 290.12
(21) Uncultivable waste 310.85
(z1i) Homestead, etc. .. (9.98
(tv) Cultivable waste 620,30

(v) Pasturcs 112.00
(v1) Orchards .. 2.80
(vit) Old fallows (2—5H years)  1,088.90
(viit) Current fallows 983,11

(1x) Cultivated lands 1.438.58

The above estimates, however, appear to he
on the liberal side so far as the effective cropped
arca 1s concerned.  Thus, the cultivated area of
land together with current and old fallows com-
prise 3,510 acres or more than two-thinds of the
total arca. Yect the forest authoritics have indi-
cated that 810 acres of the village arca have been

notifidd as constitating  vescrve  forests. More-
over, the  revenue  records  (Khatian) lm'pmvd
at the last Survey and Scettlement in 1931 show
that about 2,600 acres of  fand  were  settled
with tenants. During the present investigation in
1962, the extent of Lind reported ta be owned by
villagers sums up to about 1,600 acres only. which
tallies to a large measure with the  actual  arct
cropped.

Notwithstanding  differences of area under
cach category, it is cvident that  the  cconomic
importance attaches to land cultivated and  (Tor
the particular year) 1,438.58 acres may he taken
ta be a very fair estinate, based as it is on a plot
to plot verification,

2. Livestock

T'he villagers rear livestock hoth - for food
and use moagriculture. These arve sacrificed on
festive occastons. Milch cattle are found among
all sections but they are seldom milked.  They
are reared mainly for breeding purposes. Draught
cattle are also common to all communitics except
the Malars and Christian Chik Baraiks.  Goats
are also found in each  commumity  except  the
Brahmins, Malus and Christian Baratks.,  Pigs
are owned only by the  Kharvias,  Lohras  and
Naiks,  Except the Brahmins, all other commu-
nities in the village keep poultry,

The following table shows the distribution
of livestock and poultry in the village by cach
community :

TABLE 7
Distribution of livestock and poultry in Meromdega by each communitly

Total Milch cattlo

Caste/Tribe no, of pe——m Aoy
household No.of Total No.of
householit no, hpu<ehold
owning owning
1 2 3 4 A

Kharia .. .. 117 107 526 103
Mahar 5 48 213 45
Gond R .. 54 45 203 46
Bhogta .. . 43 38 170 35
Chik Baraik 19 16 77 13
Turi .. 15 1l 32 10
Lohra . 14 12 29 10
Naik .o 13 R 18 9
Munda 2 1 [ 1
Kumhar .. 3 1 4 2
Brahmin .. .. 11 1 3 1
Malar .. .. 1 1 1 ..
Total .. e 387 289 1,282 275

Draught eattlo
A Ay

Gonts nnd sheep Pigs Fowls
I NS W,

Total No,of  'T'otal No.of  Lotal No.of  Tatal

no. household no. househeld no. household 1o,

owning owning oOwning
G 7 o3 9 10 1t 12
183 67 66 46 134 114 880
193 32 41 .. . H3 395
{83 33 H2 Y| 377
12 21 39 39 291
h2 7 27 o . 17 107
29 6 1a .. .. 13 115
31 n 12 9 29 12 98
22 7 3 h 2 9 Ht
3 1 I 10
4 1 1 2 i2
1 .. ..

. . . - - 1 10
1,113 180 258 60 124 313 2,851
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8. Other resources

The village has its usual share of profes-
sional classes who primarily depend upon  their
traditional occupation for carning their  liveli-
hood.  Weaving, blacksmithy and  manufacture
of bamboo and brassware are the mam occupi
tions found in the village, though thesc are not
always the sole occupations of persons  engaged
in them. Working as agricultural labourers, or
as casual labourers for daily wages at  Simdega,
provides limited but welcome ()pp.o]'tunities for
cmployment which are cagerly availed of.

1.

I/iw’l thood classes ’

7 b4 per cent of houscholds in the villuge are

entively dependent upon agriculture and 83 per
cent are engaged in cultivation as well as some
business or industry.  Thus 87 per cent or the

main bulk of households in

Meromdega  are

primarily dependent on  agriculture  for their
livelihood. Ot the remaining houscholds, 8 per
cent are primarily dependent on wages and 5 per

cent on industry only.

The table below gives

detailed information on the subject :

TABLE 8
Occupationa] distribution of househalds in Meromdega by each ¢ommunity

Nuamber of houscholds engaged in—

-

Cnste/Tribo Total =

—
hou-:eholds Cultivation,
industry Cultiva-  Cultiva.  Industry
Cualtivation Tndustry and tiomand  tion and and Wage

1 2 3
1. Kharia .. .. 1i7 109
2. Mahar .. .. o3 6
3. Gond .. .. At 17
1. Bhowgta . .. 13 3
5. Chik Baraik .. .. 19 7
6. Turi . .. 15 ..
7. Lonra .. .. it L
8. Nk .. .. L3 ..
9. Manda .. .. 2 o
10. Kumhar .. .. 2 .
11, Brahmin . .. R 1
12. Malar o . 1
Total .. .. 837 181

It is scen that both Kharias and Gonds are
yrimarily cultivators; those among them who are
without land work as labourers.  Similarly  the
Mahars are weavers, and  the Bhogtas  grain
p.'m"h('rs. But these activities do not obviously
lm)\'i(lc adequate  sustenance, Thusi a gre:}t
majority of such houscholds combine their
industry with cultivation. Those who have no
land cither confine  themselves only to their
industry or take  recourse to working as
labourers. To a greater or smaller degree, these
observations also apply to  the  Lohras,  Chik
Baraiks, ‘Turis and Doms in the village. Tt is
scen from Table 8 that just about one-third of
the households in the village (numbering 113)
have more than one occupation. In such cases
there is no clear cut line of demarcation between
the primary and secondary occupations, and there

business  indusiry  business  business  carning

5 6 7 8 9
. L. . . 8
P
39 .. .. 4
.. 1 . G
on 31 4

1
t
4 1
1
1
16 27

tancous pursuit of more than one occupation.
However, according to the Census figures for
1961 (which recorded the primary activity of
individuals) against 46.21 per cent of the total
population  cngaged  in  cultivation. 8.78 per
cent were engaged in household industry and
1.48 per cent in agricultural labour.

A decade earlier, according to 1951 Census,
97.60 per cent of the population of the village
was dependent on cultivation of land wholly or
mainly owned. Only 1.85 per cent was depen-
dent upon production other than cultivation. It
Is at once apparent that the proportion of
persons engaged in or dependent upon industry
is considerably higher according to 1961 Census.
This does not, however, indicate any shift in the
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the loss, galn in area has  resulted from the
rechimation of waste land.  About 36 acres of
land appear o have heen thus reclaimed in the
recent [)«lst.

6. Faclors infliencing the economic life in the .

willuge

Agoviculture is the mainstay ol an  over-
whelming section ol people in Meromdega. We
have seen that nearly seven out of cvery eight
houscholds in the village depend upon  agricul-
tore Tor their main cconomic activity, A signi-
ficant feature of the agricultural structure here,
as clewhere in this region, 1s the comparatively
fow proportion of landless classes.  Among  the
four major communitics—Kharia, Mahar, Gond
and Bhogta—comprising a total of 269 house-
nolds, there are only 13 households, or less than
5 per cent, without any land whatsoever.  The
other communitics, much smaller  1in number,
actually represent certain functional and  crafts-
men  ciasses. But its noteworthy  that  even
amoug them, guite a few depend upon agricul-
ture as their principal or secondary source of sub-
sistence, 1o s matural, thevelore, that we should
first take into account the various factors operat-
ino in this field as also the recent trends  and
developments in it

‘The most imporiant change that has taken
place i vecent iimes i the agrarian - system  of
the Stace is the abolition ol all  intermediary
vohts in tand. popularly  known as  zarmindari
abolition.  T'his has, for the first time, brought
the tenants into direct contact with  the  State.
Dut its impact, so far as Meromdega is concerned,
has not been very great.

Mcaromdega village constituted  a part of
the estate oi the Maharaja of Chotanagpur. At
the tiine ol the last Survey and  Settlemnent
Operations (1932) the village was held by the
Muanager, Encumbered Estates, on behalt of the
Tikait (St Niwas Hukum  Chand Singh) as a
jagir Tor the Maharaja of Chotanagpur. However,
even when the zamindari was 1 existence, rent
collection was carvied out by local officials resid-
ing m the village itself.  "T'he villagers aver that
the abolition of zamindari has  been  beneficial
to them to the extent that they are no longer
subjected 1o the Kind of harassment which — was
not unosual in the days  of  zamindari. The
homestead Tands of the villagers continue to be
held fvee of rent as i the past.

The cultvable lands in the  village have,
according to the usual  classification  in the
district, heen classified into two  categovies, viz.,

(?) Jow lands (dom) and (it) top lands (kanr),
each category being further classified into three
classes each and indicating the relative produc-
avity of the land. According to the revenue
records, the 2,681 acres of land scttled with the
tenants were classified as follows:

Don Acres Tanr Acres

1. Don class I .. 4ud.69 Tanrcluss I .. 3946
2. Don cluss IT .. 346,75 Tanr cluss 11 .. 6luuT
3. Doncluss III .. 307.20 Tanr cluss 111 9.2.20
Total Don o L0597 Total Tang .. 1,621.73

Land improvement measures are directed
towards (a) reclamation of land hitherto un-
cultivated and (b) improvement of inferior
categories of land to a superior category.

So far as the question of bringing waste land
under the plough is concerned, it has been seen
that about 620 acres of land classified as ‘culti-
vable waste’ arve suitable for this purpose,

Not much  success has apparently been
achieved in this direction. Only about 36 acres
of such land have so far been reclaimed in the
village.

In regard to land improvement, tanr land
can be converted into don land by lowering the
level, i.c., by excavating earth from them. It is
seen that about 60 per cent of the land settled
with the villagers consists of tanr. There is thus
considerable scope for improving the quality
of such land subject to overriding physiographical
factors.  But in this direction also no significant
progress scems to have been made.  Apparently
there is lack of either adequate incentive or
neeessary enterprise among the villagers,

The revenue records show that 30 years ago
there was no source ot irrigation in the village.
The position in  this regard has no doubt
improved greatly. In addition to a number of
irrigation wells and tanks, an embankment has
been constructed near the main village. It pro-
vides irrigation to about 25 acres of land,

While the traditional household industries
of the various communities continue to exist,
hardly any step has been taken to foster these
industries ov to introduce new ones. A Co-
operative Soclety has been established for the
weavers but its impact is yet to be felt either by
way of provision of financial loans or by
channelising the sale of goods through efficient
marketing.

It was only a decade ago that the road from
Simdega to Rourkela was metalled. Communi-
cations o the village were considerably improved
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after the formation of the Thethaitangar Multi-
purpose Tribal Block m 1956, The roads .cad-
ing to the village have alrcady been  deserin ed.
They are very uscful Tor the cyclist and make n
possible for trucks to go up to the village. How-
cver, there 1s hittle of surplus produce in o the
village and impr()\'(‘mcnl of conmmunications has
had no great impact on the cconomic hife of the
village. "The market of Simdega continues to he
as readily accessible for the bulk of the villagers
(who use short-cuts and (oot-paths) as it was a
decade back. Marketing aids can be of help only
to the weavers  of  the  village. The  Adivasi
Multi-purpose Co-operative Society procures yarn
in bulk quantities and  supplies  them  to its
members at reasonable price. The  society  has
not yet, however, found it possible  to advance
loan to its members. Financial  help will no

doubt go a long way towards meeting the wants
of weavers.

It has been remarked that Simdega  is - the
only town in the subdivision hut it still retains
considerable rnal chanacternts. In fact,  parts
of the town appear 1o bhe nothing more  than
overgrown villages. The svillagers have,  there-
fore, been atfected more by Christian than urban
influences. Yet, i pomt ol material culture, the
two are hardly distinguishable. The use of shirts
and shorts is not confined to the Khatia children
alone, Crudely fashioned hockey sticks 1)1‘()\'ide
the same absorbed interest o the  game  to
chutdhien of all conmmmunities.

7. Occupations
(Y Amiculture “The following table  gives
the calendar of agricultural activities:

TABLE 11
Calendar of agricultural actjvities

Name of month Crop
— —_— ;- e A —————— —_
Einglish Vernacular  Ior which ploughing Nown Woeded Hoarvested
takes place
1 2 3 4 D H
May-June .. .o Jestha Winter paddy Paddy, marva, rahar
June-July .. o Asarh Marua. gondli, pvddy Gondli, marwa, padidy,
rahar, wrid, vege.
tahl< gora.
July-August .. Sravvan Aghani paddy Urid, kurthi, marva, Makai, rahar, gora,
chillies, paddy.
August-September .. Bhado Buhar,sarson. Jotangt Urid, til, kurthi . Gondli, marua,
vouretahles) gora.
Soptember-October o Aswin .. Sarson Jetungi, sarson Aghani o ldy Uprid.
October-November .. Kargk . Challyes,
November-Dececmber o0 dghan Aghant padidy,
kurthi, wrid.
Doecember-January .. DPaus Aghany padidy, td,
verid kurthi.
January-February . Magh Vogetablos Nirvon, getingl.
FPebrunry-March oo Phalgun .. .. Narson freangi.
March-April o (it Ruhar.
April-May .. .. Baisakh

It is seen that cvops may be divided into two
groups, namely those harvested in September
and December, respectively known as Bhadat and
Aghani crops.  In the year of Survey, the follow-
ing crops were grown in arcas noted  against
each:

TABLE 12
Acreage under different crops

Seasonal Crop+

s -— —A —_ -
Namo of erop Acreage Name of erop Acreago
A. Bladai I, Aghani

1. Maize .- 0.28 1. Dhan (Paddy) .. 480.90
9. Qora paddy .. 15018 2. Othercerops 0 110,36
3. Marua .. 24,00 3, Kurths L. 1a8.42
4. Other crops .o 230,31 4, Bod; .. 2.10
5. Urid .- PRIEE B 71 . e
6. Body .. 30,00 6, Other ojlseeds 130,82
7. 8anai .. 1.0l 7. Cotton . 2.13
8. Vogotahl s .. 0.27 8, Other vegaiables 2.592
9, Swoet potato .., 32,40

Total .. 507.08 Total .. 900,79

The quantity (in maunds) of different crops
produced, consumed  and  available  for  sale
(1960-61) 1s given below :

TABLE 13
Production and consumption of crops (1960-61)

Surplus

Crop Produced  ChHnsunoil for
Hulo
1. Paddy .. .. 11,1814 lo 418 736
2, Pulsos . .. 34 36 .
3. Vogetables .. 149 200 157
4, Chillies .., .. 17 17
5. Oilseods .. I4¢ N9
6. Fruits .. .. 155 83 72
7. Gondl: .. 450 415 35
8. Mahua .. 1,0 150 ..
9. Sakarkand 161 05 606
to, Kurthy .. .. 27 R ..
11, Urid .. .. 355 347 s
12. Cotton .. 4 4
13, Marua .. .. 119 119

36. Plough and yoke.

»’ . N
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47. Kori or the spade.

98, Lohras at work.

(Facing page 28)
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it is seen that paddy is the chief produce,
followed by millets like gondli, pulscs, and oil-
seeds. Sugarcane has been recently introduced.
Paddy is grown in three .
(i) Lewa and ((i)y Ropa. Boona literally mears
sown. According to this method the don l;’v.)'d
is ploughed and the sceds ave broudeast. This is

done belove  Rolini Nakshatra  (Rohini
asterism).  Munures of - cow-dung arc  usually
applicd.  Alter the plants grow  to about 10
inches in height (in the month  of  September)

the field is ploughed and a levetler is used. This
results in the paddy plants and all weeds grown
being flattened in the fickds. But due to the hard
nature of the soil, the paddy plants are not
damaged and soon come up again but the weeds
and grasses are destroyed. The process serves as
weeding operation. - Weeding by hand (called
nikauni) is done later.  The varicties of paddy
produced by the  boona mcethod are Katia,
Kabari, Bhilli, Kalamdani, Kaya and Agia.

Il the seeds are broadeast after the onsct of
rains, ic., in July, the fickds are already under
water. "This method of growing paddy is called
{rwa.  Before being broadeast the paddy  sceds
are allowed to stand i water and sprout, The
main varieties of paddy produced by this method
are Kashani, Koyo, Bhilli, Kabari, Sarguja, Jegna
and Sathi, "The last variety owes its name to 1ts
getting mature inonly sixty days.

The third process of paddy cultivation  is
ropa. In this method the field is  ploughed by
March or April.  Seedlings are  separately  pre-
pared in well-irvigated and manured plots.  The
scedlings are transplanted when the  plants  are
8 to 10 inches high.  Weeding is done as usual.
The varicties produced are Kalamdani, Chaliva,
Nakhi,  Batash  Bhog,  Kavhani,  Arunyapak,
Caleuttia, Bava Sal and Agia Sal.

The yicld varics according to the nature of
land.  In years of normal rainfall the quantities
obtained are 15 to 20 maunds per acre in Class 1
don, 12 to b maunds in Class 1I don and 8 to
12 maands in Class I don. The comparative
merits and demerits  of different  processes  of
cultivation of paddy are fully realised by the
people as is apparent from the following saying
that 1s prevalent in the village :

Boona ke ghar soona
Lewa e ghar sewa
Ropa ke ghar topa.

This implies that the boona method is more
or less a gamble, the lewa method requires cons-

tant care and attention while the ropa method is
the safest,

ways, Viz., (1) Boona, .- harvested in Scpten)bcr.

¢ Paddy is also grown on Class 1 tanr. lands.

The variety grown is known as Gora dhan. The
sceds are broadcast in June and the crop 18
The varieties are Soria
Gora and Dani Gora.  The importance of this
variety lies in its early harvesting.

New  varicties  of - paddy seeds namely 36,
141, 498. 115 and CHI0 have been introduced,
by the Block authorities. Thesc can appreciably
increase the yield and are beginning to be used
by a good number of villagess.

The Bhadai crops are grown on fanr lands.
The crops grown and  their  average yield is
given below :

Name of the crop Average yield per acre

Goa .. 10 maunds
Marua .. 8 maunds -
Gondli .. 8 maunds
Urid .. 4 1naunds
Kurthi .. 4 maunds
Bodi - 20 maunds

Agricultural implements used are :

1. Hal: (plough)—It is made of wood and
triangular in shape. The plough
share is fixed in the front.

N

Phal (plough sharc)—Made of iron, it
is used to make furrows in the

ficld. It is made by the village
1.ohras,

3. Sanr—TIt is a wooden log about seven
feet long. It vonnects the hal with
the juath at the time of ploughing.

4. Juatle (yoke)-It is also made of wood
and used to yoke the bullocks to-

. gether at the time of ploughing the
fields.

5. Patta (levellery—Made of wood it is
about 8 feet in length. Two iron
hooks are fixed on its two ends. It
is used to level up the ploughed
ficlds prior to transplantation,

6. Joti—Made of rope it is used to tie the
bullocks’ necks with the yoke.

7. Nangli—It is an other string to tic the
sanr with the yoke.

8. Rumbha—It is an iron rod with its one
end flatened and' sharped and used
to make holes in the ground or

root out some thorny hedge from
the field.

40. Interviewing a group of Gonds,

(Fracing page 20) ’
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0. Kore (pade)—It 1s made of mon wikh
a wenaen hendles Tois vsed to spade

the leld o also to cut the edge (Il‘\

o weed the nelds,

1

o KD pn o and Niseon—There aie small
ron dmplements with a wooden
handie (o be ased lor weeding the
ficlds,

Pl iresi (ichic i e aho made of non
with revaral shop teeths A wooden
hundic is aiso avached to it T s
usodl for havvesting only,

Ploughing of the ficlds is exclusively  con-

fined o wdes o the vitleze. Women are not

permitted 1o use the  plough. On the other
hand, wiile theve 15 no testiiction on male parti-

cipation i the work ol transplntation, it s

oencrady sitended to by females only, In opera-

1ot sich s weeding and hinvestine, hoth men
and wornen prncicipate cqually.

i

Reciprocat aid in agrvicultnal - practices 1s
provatent o o Lowe degrees Thus, out ol 279
notschokls who cultiviate thenr fands, as many as
171 averied that they wok the  help of - their
tricnds and ncighbours, particularly at the time
of sowing andd harvesting of - the  aops. They
extend ~uch help when required by their neigh-
howrs as well. Dot 105 households—-maily those
with  coedier aovicuitural heddimes depended
entively on the membars of their houscholds tov
all Kinds of corvicvitoral work.

The ovams produced e stored i containers
made of st (3 o) and deases Cpolona,

(0 Anineal sbandyy and  poulbyy vearing—
The distribution of fivestock  and  poultvy by
househinlds has been indicared o "Table 7 oiven
carlier.  As many as 289 out of 337 houscholds
own milch cxitle and 275 households  draught
cattle, 312 houscholds keep poultry.

Animal hushundry or poultry rearing is not
the main occupation of any houschold i the
village.  Cattle arve  reared  mostly  Tor  their
atility in agriculine and fowls as to provide a
cupplement to the diet and ready monev by sale.

The animals are made to graze in the under-
crowth of the forest arcas and  pasture  lands.
Little cefforts have to be made to arrange  for
fodder @ oileakes and other nutritional items of
animal food are not given.  IMowever. straw s
provided to the draught cattle in the  summer
months. The milch cattle do not  yield much
milk henee normally, the ealves feed  on their
mother’s milk and no mitk is extracted for use
by the neople. Pigs Teed on all kinds of refuse.

~

‘The animal wealth of the village appeared
to be on the decline. Thus the Mahar AMuklua
of the Gram Panchayat  averved  that m s
Fathier's tie, the family possessed 60 heads @ now
it owned only 6. Mangar Patian (Palian of the
Gondsy claimed that against Gooanimals
by %his Lunily a generation ago, only 7 are to be
found now.  The ditlicubties of  avazing  the
catile were recounted as the main cause {or the

owned

decline. A5 the Torest arveas were clened, the
exiong of grazing Tactlinies duwindied.

The caude mre used e agvicultural opera-
tions and as food for those who cat beet. Pigs
e reaned for their meat only, Pigs and fowis
arce usefnl for various sacrifices. Goats milk 1s
not extracted @ the Kids ave eaten. Fowls and
coats aive oceasionally sold i the mankets but
such sale does not conhvibute a regular and
dependable income to any fanmily.

Astud bull o1 good breed has heen provided
at Tukapaoa aboue b miles o the west of
NMeromdega, Villagers are free 1o et their cows
serviced there soothat the breed of the progeny
may nnprove.  1Cowas reported,  however,  that
hardly any villager had taken advantaze of the
facilities avaituble, On the otha hand, the two
Vorkshive boars (w0 Girga Dol and Bar Toli 1)
the village) have gone a long wav in imiproving
the breed of the pigs. Improved  vinicties  of
poulty were aeported to bhe more suseeptible o
discases and hence not welcomed by the people.

(o) Feshime  There e altoccethar o tanks
mm the viliage: all excavated with financial  aid
bronm the State. Only one of them is, however,
deep enough to yetain witer - throughont  the
vear. N Kl of Kalow Pavd owns the decp
tank, e also raas the Redoc variety ol fish in
i, Besides, mecting the needs of - the family,
hish worth Rs, 60 were sold by him in 1962, The
fsh used to be canvied by him personally o the
market at Smndeea.

The streams yield fish in the vainy scason.

Villagers catch the fish for their own use. They
are not available o marketable (uantitics.
The chief Kinds of fish found are pothia,

nonta, jia and monerd all vavictios of small size.
Fvery villager is free to fish in the  streams.
Indigenously  manufactived  nets (known s
chavgharia, Dhanaar aond pinali,  ave ased  lor
catehing fsh. Fishine vods with baited hooks e
usually used by youngsters.

(1v) Forestry—The carlier reference to liveli-
hood pattern has shown that no houscholds
depend primarily on forestry though the forests

30. Mahar women—mark the designs of tattoos.

NG
%

8L, Ghutra—tobaceo and line container prepared
by the Malar.

32, Indigenous oil erusher known as Chapi.

(Facing page 30)
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used to be the mainstay of the villagers in  the
past gencerations. The forests are still indispen-
sible but forest conservation easures have
considerably reduced the people’s — exploitation
of the forest produce. Fretts, voots and tubers
arc available, as also the tender leaves of trecs
which are used as vegetable. The people’s
requirements of fuel is adequately  met with.
There is no restriction on the collection of dry
firewood from the coupes allotted to the village.
However, standing trees cannot be  cut  down.
I'houah the villagers have right to obtain timber
for their own constructional needs, it was said
that recourse had 1o be made to  the markets
quitc often. "Vimber s required not  only  for
Lou-c constructon but also for manufacturing
various apvicultural - and - houschold tools  and
implcm('ms,

The collection of edible forest produce and
fuel is the job of the women of the village,

G Iillage Industries—The  {ollowing table
shows, communitywise, the number of  house-
holds engaged in houschold  industry as  their
prioary o sccondary work s

TABLE 1%

Households engaged in houschold industries

Number of  Number of

Ca tefTribo Natire of househ 1ds  hou-ehold-+
el sivy rrisrity seeanderily
ongog e engaged
1. Mahar .o Woaving L 11 29
2, Chik Baraik Ditto .. Nil 10
2 Bhogla .. Grain parching 1 30
1 Tt .. Bamboowork 1 1t
4. Naik .. Ditto R 7 H
6. Lohra .. Blacksmithy 10 3
7. Malay .. Brassworlg 1 Nit
s. Kwmhar .. Poitery .. Nil 2
Total .. 31 93

Teis seen that the 10 per cent of the house-
holds in the village are primarily dependent on
mdustries and more than a third  engaged 1n
some  kind of industrial  activity. Weaving
acents for 50 households. grain parching  for
31 and bambooware for 27 households.

The various village industries are described
below :

A Weaving—Weaving  is the  traditional
occupation of - the Mahars and Chik Baraiks,
the  two  communitics  engaged  in the
mdusay. The  skill  has been  passed
o frome generation ta - generation.  In the
past. the weavers were also spinners : they them-
sclves spun yarn - according  to requirements.

O'ten customers supplied the yan spun by* theme-
selves. But now muillmade yarn 15 invariably
wsed @i ds fiuer thaa handspun yarn and - the
coth woven out of millhmade yain  is  more
popular, in fact spinning ol yarn s no longer
m vegtce nothe avee.

Ic may be noted that aithough 50 house-
holds are cngeged in weaving, jou as many as 29
it s a seeondary work. Though previous statis-
tion are not avaricble, oncois led to believe ihiat
the proportion of weaver Srunilics must have gone
dewny thonah they may wooe dnereosed in abso-
lute numbers.

The articies produced by the  weavers  are
S ganicldec peidvs and G ddens s (sheets
and wrappers). Yarn is tace only  yaw  materiat
required, grvel used for starching being avail-

able at howe home prepavations of rice.

It was reported that somie thivty years ago,
customers would bring their own yarn and get
the necesaary cloth prepaved, for which pavment
was made in Kind.  VThus a maund and half of
paddy was given lor weaving  a swd. Fven in
1951, when vorn was aveilable at controlled
rates, the weavers had a betier muroin of profit
than now. At proesent, the avarage daily income
from weanving works  oar 1o Reo 125 per day,
subject to the articles  finding a ready market.
A st (IR 05 as 0 sold Hor o Re 660,
camehbic (7V 08 Tor o Rso 3 and chadday
(75 1y for Reo to Saree fimdd veadies markets
and arc produced in larger numbers  than  the
others.

The loom s usually fixed in a covered part
of the vernmdah.  Fivst the yarn s wound round
the fasara (a civcular bamboo frame). The yarn
(warp) as then fixed to the v and gl s
applied to it. I'he raecl is fixed to the loom.
The shuttle (dongt) is then worked to produce
the cloth.

The yaorn s obtived from Simdeny, Tt s
available on credit also, at higher rates,

~ The products have (o face a strong competi-
tnen feom willimade cloth which  are  often
cheaper though perhaps not  as  durable. The
monnting mcrease 1 the price of yarn without
a corresponding vaising of prices was said to be
resulting in stagnation of the industry. A Multi-
purpose Co-operative Socicty his heen lormed
for the weavers which may alleviate the situation
in the future.

n

~

Grain parching This is chiefly a subsi-
diry occupation  of Bhogta females. It is
their traditional occupation everywhere.  Thus
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village markets even in the  Santal  Parganas
district — were found  being  attended by

Bhogta  grain  parchers.  Peculiarly,  other.

commmunitics do not perform this work.

Two articles are produced from paddy, viz.,
choora and o hi. Yor preparing choora, paddy
is first boiled, then parched  and  immediately
dchusked with the mortar and pestle. The
flattened and cooked rice is known as  choora.
It can be eaten dry, or after mixing with water,
with salt or molasses.  Choora is always prepared
in the carly hours of the morning (from 1 s,
to 7 aan). The day is oo hot for the pimpose.

Murhi is prepared by parching rice.  Salt is
added.

The margin of profit is about 30 per cent.
The articles are sold by the womenfolk in the
village markets.

C. Bamboo worl -Preparing  articles ol
hamboo s the traditiona) work ol
the Doms and  Turis. It is a  full
time job for few only. There is some difference
in the nature of goods produced by cither
community, The Doms specialise in small size
Daskets  and snannis (receptacles for crushing
oileeds).  The Turis are adept  in o preparing
bigger tokaris (haskets).

The articles are made from  split - bamboo
pieces. The basket work is plaited, heing usually
checked and sometime twilled.

The raw  material - required  consists of
bamboos which are  bought for Re, T ocach.
Maunis arc sold for b paise and baskets for 30
paisc. A day's work gives a prohit of Rs. 1.25
on the average.

It was stated that fiftcen years ago bamboos
were obtained free of cost and  baskets  were
sold for kind. Hence better profits were
obtained then. The other articles produced are
winnowing fans, hand fans, umbrellas and boxes.
The last two are normally prepared against
specific orders.

A truck load of baskets were found being
despatched from Khunti to Rourkela. Tt trans-
pired from enquiry that wholesalers have started
the business at Simdega. The neighbouring
villagers sell their wares to the wholesalers.
Though they pay less than retail market price,
the goods have an assured sale.

D. Blacksmithv—10 houscholds of lLohras
are cngaged in blacksmithy ag their primary (as
also traditional) occupation. For 3 houscholds
blacksmithy is a subsidiary occupation.

Some 15 years ago, payment for all kinds of
iron articles used to be made in kind.  Now
cvery land-owning family in the village is
attached to a Lohra according  to  the jajmant
systemi. The annual payment of 30 pailas of
paddy (approximately 19 scers)  per  plough
cosures  the  maintenance and replcement of
the  plough shares. The  other articles of
iron arc sold for cash.

The followhmy table shows the price carlier
receivable in Kind and the present sale price of
the chief artreles produced :

Pricean
Xroiele Kinnd Price (iu
(wrr-of o opees)
P,uLl})
1. Dhal (plovh by o .. 3 .00
20 Korg (pads) . .. [ 1,00
3. Basullu (n12-) .. .. 3o 200
4. Hasnua (achlv) .. . 1 .31
S Tangy (ave head) .. .. 3.1 3.00
6. Kmfe (97) . . ! 0,20

The Lobras chimed that they were hetter
paid when they veceived payments in Kind, The
above hewres, however, show that  the  carrent
prices are compaatively more favouable,

Raw mon s obtaimed  Trom Simdega at
about 62 pane per seer. The average profit per
working  day tanees from Reo 100 to
Rs. 250 per dav. The artides are usually
made to order and the surplus sold in the village
nurkets.

The Tohra has his workshop under a shed
attached to the howse. The tools and appliance
used are bellows and assorted sives of - hammers
and tongs.  Charcoal is used as tuel

I Braw work "The  single Mala house-

hold m  the village s engaged  in
making articles of  brass, as also fishing
hooks. The  brass articles are rings,

pailas. ghutvas, baivas and ghunghrus.  Pailas ave
brass vessels used  for  measuring  grains by
volume: ghutras ave egg shaped containers used
for  keeping  tobacco and  lime;  bafvas and
ghunghres are ornaments. The articles are cast
from carthenware moulds. A furnace, hammers,

tongs. files and moulds constitute the implements
used.
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The following figures indicate the average rate ard cost of production: '
Articlo Raw material Quqntity of raw Cost. of lrmx?t.ic(if:s Total Gross
material raw produced price proﬁ(,

material per day

(in rupees) (inrupees) (in rupees)

3 4 5 . .
1. Banshi (hook) .. .. Iron wire 3 yards N 0.50 ‘0 250 -
2. Ring . . -+ Brass .. 8 chataks - 2,00 18 4:50 :ro
3. Paila .. - s+ Brass . 12 chataks . 3.00 1 5.00 ;:(
4. Baira .. - -+ Brass 13 chataks © 3.9 26 6'50 3.():
5. Ghutra .. Brass or aluminium 2 chataks .. 0.50 8 "”(i() ].:‘)
6. Qhunghru .. .. Brass .. .. 12 chataks s . 4.(.)0 ]::')

The  Malar - woman is  the  professional
tattooer.  Lamp soot is mixed with human milk
and designs made on the desired part with the
help of assorted  needles.  The charges range
from 50 paise to 75 paise for every part of the
bhody. "The woman averred that her custom had
dwindled considerably from what it was a decade
ago.

8. Income and expenditure

The annual income of cach houschold was
convassed under the following items :

(@) Salary or wages.

(1) Industry run by the household.
(¢) Business run by the houschold.
(1) Rent from land.

(¢) Rent [rom houscs,

(f) Pension.

(¢) Dividends,

() Gilts and pfcsonts.

(1) lelp Trom relatives,

() Other sources,

Cu.ltlvation, industry, and wages along with
th('. residuary group of ‘other sources’ are the
mam sources of income for the villagers. Before
discussing the composition of income b); source
among diffcrent communitics with various kinds
of principal occupations, it may be of intercst
to observe that the average monthly income of
all’ the 337 households was found to be approxi-
mately Rs. 21,000 giving the average monthly

income per houschold as Rs. 62. The f Howi
table gives the communitywise break upo: e

. TABLE 15
Com munitywise average monthly income
TOtlal _Total Average
Caste[Tribe nm;lf)er mcit;)mo in;;‘);no
house- rupeos  houschold
holds in rupcees
I. Kharia .. 117 8,773 75
2. Mahar e 55 3,044 55
3. Gond .. 54 3,446 64
4. Bhogia .. 43 2,338 54
5. Chik Baraik .. 18 92] 51
6. Christian Chik Baraik 1 66 66
7. Turi .. 15 833 H6
8. Lohta .. 14 649 48
9. Naik .. 13 625 43
10. Munda .. 2 95 47
i
11. Kumhar .. 2 126 63
12. Brahmin .. 2 98 49
13. Malar .. 1 H8 58
; 5
Total .. 337 21,072 62

‘ It is at once evident that the in cultivat-
ing tribes of Kharia and Gonc;L Il?aavlen (i/rl:i:)lx‘;lets
higher than the average for the village. This is
a}so true of the two households of Kumbhars and
single houschold of Christian Chik Baraiks.

The two Brahmin houscholds are bracketed

with Doms and Lohras as the least prosperous
communities in the village,

It will be of interest to note that the per

¢apita annual income in the vill
age works out to
about Rs. 138, s
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Table 16 gives the distibution  of - house-
holds by main occupation, proportional break-up

ol the income by somce and the mcome sioup
tcims of monthly income,

TABLE 16

Houschold by monthly income group

Total "recntaze ofineome from — N of houschold- ininconse cvenp (pet mont h)
Cast e, Tribo Main Hr f e e e e A,' -
veeupition honse- T, <= Alove A\'NVA\'I‘ ,\l..,\_w; ‘\ YOV
haolil s Warne En- Caltiva- Buasi- Others than -0 2o o0 | TR U 1
dustry tion ness 13+, 20 tao Lo 1o

1 2 3 1 3

. Kharia Calitvation 1o 20

2. ]{h‘xri.\n .. Lohour b Do

3. Mabar thalrivation 10 1 19

. Mahar Industey Il o |

S0 Mahar Foohee } (1)

G, Cond Calrtvatpon IS 17

7. Gond Labone A Ta

S, DBhoota Caliivation 0N 12 B
9. Bhioela Tl trey 1 13 o
fo, Bhoota .. Labour 1 o6 ¢
BT Bk Calrivation 1o 20 {
T2 Chilk Baeoik Laboor 3 T2 I3
13, Chiiaian Culiivariom | 0

Chik Bl

[ T Culogy vpon [} 12 2
P Tari Poodu- ey 1 [ N2
16, Lohya Fodu ey 10 K 62
YL Lohiea Caltivation | 9 16
IS, Nk Fadu dey N 20 0
14, Naik Calrivalion 5 24 17
20, Naik Labour | [ t,
21, Munda Cultivation 2 17
22, Kumbhar Cullivation iy .. 32
23, Brahmin Callivation 1
20 Beabhuin Labour 1 100
200 Malar Lol ey 1 .. a0

Total .. .. 337

The bulk of the houscholds  have averaze
monthly income of Rs. 25.75. Such houschiolds
account for 251 out of the total of 337 house-
holds.

” r

Only 17 houscholds carn less than Rs. 25

per month.  The 6 Mahar households — account
for the laraest bulk among them. 2 howscholds

30

T o0 ReoTo R tao

7 s 9 10 I 1 13
13 KA {o 13 21
9 2 3 3
» } 13 17 f 3
1o 2 R
I ! 4
15 I 10 6 7
12 2 f
6 19 17 | !
) {
31 t |
s 7 } )
1o 2 |
3 !
(XH 4 6 , t
3 |
11 2 | 1
N 2 1 |
(Kl 6 1
J i 2 2
e 1
12 2
To 2
{2 {
|
1 .. .. |
13 129 122 38 35

cach among Gonds and  Chik  Baaiks (whose
principal occupation s labour) along with
O Lohra and 1 Dom houscholds  complete the
tally.

The income  groups of houscholds with
cultivation as the main occupation tend to be
higher. Thus 48 of the 109 Kharia houscholds
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engaged in cultivation  have monthly  earning
exceeding Rs. 75, Similarly the 7 Mahar house-
holds and 13 Gond houscholds in this range are
also cultivators.  In fact, out of 7% househaolds
with income exceeding Rs. 75 only 4 (3 Kharia
and 1 Bhogta) are those of  honseholds  whose
main occupation is not cultivation, but working
for waaes,

Table 17 gives the monthly  average
expenditure per houschold among  the  various
communities and  occupational  aroups. The
expenditanre has been chissified into four  cate-
goties and the percentage of total cxpenditure

under cach category has also been indicated,

TABLE 17

Monthly average

expenditure per household

Aunount of expenditure per household in

» different occupatjons
Nerial Ca-to/Tribe Oceupation Noof T ToT T T -
o, Liouseholds 1'ood Cloth- Miseel- Caltiva-
and ingand lancouws  tion,  Total
drinks  lighting Business
and Houzehold
Lidustry
| 2 3 4 5 [d 7 8 9
IR = T+ N~ Rs.
Actual 50,7 2.30 611 5.97 T6A5
1 (1) Kharia Cultivation .. 109 o
Poreentage o, 73 [ S N
Actual .. S1.01 9,71 11,33 18T T84S
(2) Kharin Labour .. b { . N A
Perecntnge .. 64 [ 15 1
Actual .. 4801 120y R . ; 0.5
2 (%) Mahar Cultivation .. 10 o A6 G0
Percentago . 79 v 6 8
Actual .. 28.75 280 B . :
(1) Mahar Tndustry . 11 { ’ ' o .80y
Pereend age .. st S 5 3
Actual .. 37.03 5.8 2.25 ¢ 3
(5) Mahar Labour .. 4 { ) R A2 zo 89
Pereentage .. it 12 - 1
Aetual .. ] T 3.6 P TS
3 (6) Gond Cultivation .. 48 { ' o o L 031
Pereentage .. 8 1o 5 7
Actual . 27.91 200 O It 5
(7) Gond Labour .. 6 % ' - e flov Al
Percentage .. R 8 > 1
Actunl ‘e 3034 1.97 5
4 (8) Bhogta Cultivation .. 38 { ) A It b P18
Pereentage .. 6 1o 3 11
Actual .. 39,01 5.00 R RE
(9) Bhogta Labour . 4 o = B 025
Percentage e 7S 11 4 b
[
Actual .. 32.50 25 5 5 -
(10) Bhogt Tndustry . . { 32.5¢ 3.25 150 2,50 30.75
Pereentage .. §2 8 4 6
Actual .. 46.984 5.96 358 ‘ 30 ¢
5 (1) Chik Baraik .. Cultivation N - A Ger A g
Percentago .. IR o 10 6
Actual 20,02 3,18 08 s
(12) Chik Baraik .. Tabour .. 3 { " e hs o 2028
Poreentage .. 86 11 3
X Actual e 55,50 550 4.0 IR
6 (13) Christian Chik  Caltivation S { o " e ses
Baraik Percentage .. 82 8 7 3
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TABLE 17—concld.

Serial Caste/T'ribe Occupation No. of
1no, households
1 4 3 4

(14) Turi Cultivation .. 14

(15) Turi Industry .. 1

8 (16) Lohra Cultivation . 4

(17) Lohra Tudustry N 1o

9 (18) Naik Cultivation

{
{
{
{
Tndustry . {
{
{
{
{
{

-1

(19) Naik
(20) Nuik .. Labour .. 1

1o (21) Munda Cultivation .. 2

11 (22) Kumhar Cultivation .. 2

12 (23) Brahmin Cultivation .. 1

(24) Brahmin Labour .. 1

13 (25) Malar Industry . 1 {

The table shows that the largest share of the
expenditure incurred goes to provision of food
and drinks being over 70 per cent in case  of
most houscholds.  Clothing and lighting account
for as much as 12 per cene among Kharias :mfl
Mahars cngaged in labour. The percentage is
highest among them possibly on account of their
more frequent contacts with the markets and
other places beyond the village. Pursuits  of
profession do not account for large proportions

in the casc of houscholds engaged
in  weaving or Dblacksmithy.  Calculations
of monthly  income and expenditure

by the households apparently took into account
only net incomes and did not take into
consideration expenditure on purchase  of  raw
materials.

9. Indebtedness

The villagers have often to take recourse to
loans for meeting their obligation. At the time

Amount of expenditure per houschold in
different  occupations

e A S e
Tood Cloth- Miseel- Caliiva
and  invand Linceons i, Tatal
drinks lighting DBrrgniess
Illl(l
Hou=ehold
ILndu~rry
0 [H 7 S 9
R4, R, T, Ra. Rx.

Actual .. 4740 405 1.2 a7 56,03
Percentage .. 85 N v 3
Actunl .. 06,70 7.0 .00 G7.25
Percentage - 81 11 3 .
Actual .. 10,83 G2 R KS 624 56,62
Pereentagre .. Y 11 6 Nl
Actuanl .. 35,83 4.80 L.t SN 4416
Porcentage .. S 1l 4 o
Actunl .. AL 3,70 0n.Th 300 a6
Pereentage .. 83 8 2 n
Actunl .. 43,15 360 HINTH 200 L5320
Pereentage .. 81 7 n B
Actunl .. 45,00 4.7 400 2000 LTH
Percentage .. b 7 H )
Actunl .. K 400 1.80 AN 40,37
Pereentuge .. TS 9 il -4
Actunl .. 3975 .20 [ Lo Lo K804
Percontuge . 67 te 3 Is
Actunl .. 3400 200 400 [0 40,20
Pereentage .. 50 t 1o !
Actunl .. 30,85 720 140 . 48.50
Pl'l’('l'nlugt' .. 82 Y] 3 ..
Actual . H0 00 hH.00 115 2,00 5815
Purmmlugu - 86 9 2 3

of survey as many as 286 out of 337 houscholds:

were in debt, though the total amount taken on
loan was only about Rs. 4,350, T'he outstanding
amounts of loan against houscholds of different
communities are given below:

TABLE 18

Communitywise indebtedness

) Total No.of Durpose Amounts

Caste[Tribo no. ot houvohiold of of loan
houscholds  in dehn lonn in rupees

1 2 3 4 I
1. Kharia .. 117 R Forealti- 2,005,906
valion

2. Mahar .. 55 1 Ditto 54,00
3. Gond .. hd K} Ditto 226,00
4, Chik Baraik s 0 Ditto 802,50
5, Turi . 15 9 Ditto 75.00
6. Lohra .. 14 1 Ditta 90.00
7. Nuik .. 13 h Ditto 1,300.00
Total .. 286 47 4,363.46

-
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A redeeming feature of the indebtedness
among the villagers is that the bulk of the loan
amounting to Rs, 3,737 has been obtained from
the Thethaitangar  Community  Development
Block.  The loans have  been  categorised by
purpose i the official vecords as indicated in the
following table:

TABLE 19
Kinds of loan, amounts and number of loanees

No. of
Amounts  persons
Nature of loan duo from which

(in rupees)  due

1. Agricultural .. .. 707.18 25
2, Land improvement .. .. 982,23 10
3. Co-operative short-term loan .. 467.20 27
4. Co-operative medium.term loan 1,090,48 27
5. Industrial .. .. 490.50 1

Total .. .. 8,787.59 90

The interest charged on the above loans is
only six and a quarter per cent per year. Agri-
cultural and land improvement loans are secured
by pledging lands.  Co-operative and industrial
loans are obtained on personal security.

[t is scen that only about 15 per cent of the
amount of loan in the village has been obtained
from non-institutional  sources.  Money-lenders.
in the arca reportedly charge up to 10 per cent.
interest. . Small amounts of loan are given with-
oug any sccurity on personal pledge only. For
larger amounts handnotes are required to be
executed by the Joanees but no such cases were
reported in the village.

In addition to credit facilities in cash, the
villagers also have two graingolas to fall back
upon. The one at Gliutbahar is run under the
auspices of the block. It had advanced 9 maunds
of paddy to 17 villagers at the time of survey.
The other grain-gola at Girja Toli is run by the
Roman Catholic Mission since 1914. It has
advanced 135 maunds of paddy to 35 of its
members.  The rate of interest in cither grain-
gola is 25 per cent per annum, and the loaned

-~ grain has to be returned in kind,
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otherwise, it iy called  adverse. In villiaoe R _ Do 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400
. , : G 200
\lumll(lun as a whole the sex ratio s l([\(l( LR 0
there I)\m 965 females for every 1000 males NI " o oy B L R
The main [( ison Tor this is the (\lnm(l) |()\\ v \ R
SN ration (S07) among the Mahas, quite low sex ‘ T
vatio - (415) among Hu Kiioias, and the slio 2hitly S | oo
low sex ratio ‘)‘)l) amons the Gonds, 'Lhe Taris Pl i " ' " o
and the Doms also have very Jow ratios of 756 b . ! ! I.woo
and 651 vespectively,  but theiv influence in . a3 %00 866 ‘ up
bringing down the overall sex 1atio of the villuae N Totul . ./? h;; MARITAL STATUS BY SEX AND BROAD AGE GRO
1S Inml((l bhecause of their unnpnm\(l) \m|ll e mm/r e o .
numbers. Ie s remmlable, howe ver,  that o all Fhere s lmlx-» viation e the IHUI)M“((I):'
other commuanitiés in the villuse  have vary ol sexes in the Jxl(ru-nl Anegtaups, s [ NEVER MARRIED ALE FEMALE
fvowrable sex ratios except the Malas anong Fotfow s table will show: MM MARRIED M
7/ WIDOWED
TABLE 21 DIVORCED
Age composition Less L’:)"ﬁfﬁ;{:fﬁ(wr
turoug Yoo Yereent e Ma Toreoad BRI oot e
Ak o e A M RN Pt vatio ! "' ".I'v'| i '|I':'
I ( : i 'II"|I‘:I|'|::|I‘:I'| I',I 1l
- I ! |
fo 0—14 .. .. 803 13,02 10s R Sy (AR e ‘ " Uit ' a
20 15— .. .. 232 12 66 ! (N Lo oot Sab
3. 25—50 .. .. G0 3761 350 S0 2o DI 07l
1. 60 and ahove .. [X11H HIN ! o f oo fLuss ‘
Total .. .. 1,833 100.00 933 100.00 900 100 00 985
The age group 0 11 vears  contains  the population.  Old persons aocd 60 yenrs o more, .
maximum number of persons, non-adults consti- comprise Tess tian 6 o coent ol |h'(~ l<.)|;l|. I'he i T : l r T —
tuting about 44 per cent of the popualation, ‘I his work i e group of 1559 containg just about 25 20 ) 10 5 0 0 5 10 15 20 25
ratio is slightly higher than the average lor the hadt (5050 per conn o the totd population ot PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE
State and  indic ll(s a  prog lusud) growing the village.

(Facing page 28)
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4. Growth of population

The vithwe comprised of 266 houscholds (or
occupicd yesidential houses) with L7100 persons
according 1o the Census of 1951 A decade Tater,
1 QU9

1,004

‘

theve were 020 houscholds with persons,
The increase in population during the period s,
therefore, of the ovder ol 655 per cent, a figure
15.86

survey fligures (October, 1962)

much lower than the districe average ol
The

shaw an increase ol 7.19 per cent over the 1951

])(‘l' cent.

fioures. The following table shows the posttion :
TADLE 22

Growth of population

N of Ti- ey
Tear hon~  Por- Mabes Females creascin contane

Lol SR l'“l“’l'; -

Pl Crise

] 2 3 { O G 7
19,1 RN [ RN S . R
1ail R [N 0340 NN e .50
Pan2(0et) 350 18358 IR ann 123 T
It will Dbe observed that the sexo ratio has

improved  during the decade thouch it iy still
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adverse. The increase in the number ol bouse-
of the same order as the
inercase - the population, that
average composition of a houschold has not been

allected by the increase in population,

holds (7.2 per cent) is

showing the

There has not been any  mass  cmigration
Tt was, how-

cver, reported that many families had gone and

fromr the village in the recent past.
settled in Assam about 15 years cartier. Some
penons of the village are engaged  as labourcers
in Rourkely, Sambalpur and Birmitr;npur all m
Orissa. According to the villagers a Kharia ol

the village went to the Andaman

Islands and

scttied there about 200 years carlicr.

Annual vital statisties Tor the village which
arce o be maintained by the Panchayat had not
been recorded properly and could not be avail-
able during the survey.

S50 Marital slatus

It has Deen scen that marriage is vivtually a
social Al communitics.  The
folfowing table shows the marital status of the
villises by age groups:

obligation  for

TABLE 23

Marital sfatus by age group

Total popalation

Never marreied

e ronps — A
P M t M
! : 3 f A
Al agos .. .. 1,833 HER Hu0 190
G | S0 408 su7 1o
Y 22 (23 (1o T
2a—nf) 6O 350 310 {0
60 and whovo Lot H2 a1
There e only 2 manied males and 6
marricd fenades below 15 vems of awe. The
bovs e o Kharvia and o Gond. “Fhe girls belong

to  the

Gond (5) and Bhogta (1) commuinities,

‘I'he boy who not  only  aot  married helow 14

vears of age but also divorced his wile is of the
Dom caste,
I the age groups 15 2100 as manv as 18 owt
o . .
ol 125 males had namicd (1 was o widower and
aowere divorceesy, 71 ont of

OO femades of the

Married

Widowed Divoreed

Ty TR T Y Ty R
G 7 S 0 10 11 12
126 396 304 13 79 4 1
391 2 6 . 1
35 14 73 1 1 3
312 2004 28 40 .. 1
38 ] 11 33

s age group had found spouses and only 1 of
them was a widow, 35

21

However, as many — as

women  had married up to the age of

not

vears, These were represented by Kharias (26).
Gonds (1), Mahar (1), Bhogtas  (2). Chik
Baraik (1) and Lohva (1). Late marriage is

more widely prevalent among Kharia women.

Howevey, none of the [emales over 24 years

of age were i unmarried

were 10 bachelors.

state,  though therc
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The following table shows the marital status of cach community in the village :

TABLE 24
Marital -tatus by community

Nover married Marriod Widowad Divorcod or
Casto/Tribo — A — e A e - AL~ _».1[1114.11:(1‘&_‘
Malos Fomalos Mulos Fomunles Malos Fomalos Males Fomalos
- 1 2 3 1 5 6 7 8 v
. Kharia .. 197 161 137 131 Ml 3.
h .. . R 2 32 .
2. I\‘Inhnr .. .. T oo k1 Ny '; H
3. Gond .. .. .. 80 i 87 8N 1 17 K 1
4. .Bh.ogtn . .. .. 3 a8 42 13 3 It
5. Chik Baraik .. .. 2 29 23 ""{ . 2 -
6. Turi .. .. .. 1 14 s 17 It ] 2
7. Lol_u'a. .. .. 14 23 :l :7; ': : :
8. Naik .. .. 34 13 16 19 ! ! 1
9. Munda .. .. 3 4 2 2 T
10. Kummhar 2 3 2 5 N I .
L1, Brahmin L S 3 3 ) 3 . !
12 Malar . . 3 3 l K
Total - 490 426 396 394 43 79 4 1

6. Discase and wmedical care

Prophylactic measures undertaken by the
health staff  of  the Community Development
Block have largely minimised the  incidence  of
cpidemics.  Disinfection of the  drinkine waler
wells, mmoculation against small-pox ;nldo(‘hulcl‘.l,
and anti-malaria measures by way of spraying of
D.DT. in the peoples’ houses are the chicf l)l;!)li(:
health measures.  When cholera or stall-pox
does break out, prompt mcasures are  taken (o
restrice the incidence.

Skin discases like cczema  and ring-worm
and alimentary disorders Tike dysentery ae fe
quently met with = tubercalosis of the lunos is
not unknown. “The  non Chyristians yel Tave
their spivitial - doctors the opha” who  exercises
the malign  spirits causing  the  discases  and
exhorts the benion ones to vestne the patient’s
h(,’;lllh.. Incantations and sacrificial offcrings are
the ojha’s stock-in-trade. 'I'he Christians do not
scek such remedies—at least they dissvow  the
practice,

Fhe Government Hospital at Simdega and
Dispensary at ‘Lhethaitingar cater to the require-
ments of patrents who g0 there as a last resort.

Suflerers from snake bites even now  find
greater solace trom the ojha whose ministrations
are held to be more cllcctive tian what modern
medical scrence has to offer.

.o Litevaey and bducation

‘The ol number of literates in the village
s 5370 so that the percentage of Jiteracy iy 20,
nch above the district and even higher than the

State nerage. The high percentage of iteracy
iy accounted by its wide prevadence  among
Kharias,  Thos though Khavias constitute 33.7

poer cent ol the village population, 76 per cent of
the Titevates e Khanias. This is all the more
true i regand to female literacy, 85 per cent of
female hiterates being Kharias,

The following table cives the number  and
porcentage of Titerate (ncluding cducated) males
and fenmales Tor cach community :

TABLE 26
Literacy and Education

Casto/Tribo e 7_4‘1""":1 o - l:i_t-(Lnlm x.lld_()(—l-l—“‘l‘ﬂl‘d . .l'ort'un(ugn (ilituru('y
Porsons Malos Fomulos  Porsons Malos Fomalos  Porsons Maulos ]"ulluulu‘:
1 2 3 1 by 6 7 5 m 1o
2 Mahar " o8 3ot 32 282 155 97 K 523 20.9
5 Gond o s 135 1049 15 15 3 7.4 1 EX
4. Bhogin N 343 17z 171 20 i 1 5.8 1.1 0.6
. Bhogtu ) .. 199 84 15 14 , a0 -1 .
9. Chik Baraik .. 92 41 Al 14 0 .. 7. ) l,h..‘ ..
(_):. f}lnk. Baraik (Christian) 6 3 4 3 1 :f l,";"') ';"; U'F:'"
7. Turi . 79 45 21 ; | 3- <R'x .41 ;‘).7
8. L((rl'l!'a .. . 66 9 37 1 5 ? ". ....'i r.\
9. Naik .. 806 52 a1 9 > -~ .,1.'0 .:)..l h.4
10. Munda . 12 5 " " -l- ' .'...'i K 8
11. Kumbhar .. 0 4 5 B 33.3 20.0 £2.9
12. Brahmin .. 11 5 ) 5 .
13. Malar ;. 8 4 g 2 : 18.2 40.0
Total .. 1,833 933 900 870 256 114 20.1 27.4 12.7
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It is seen that the minor communities of
Kumhar and Malar have no literates at all.
Brahmins fall in the same category as the
Scheduled Caste Doms and Bhogtas in having no
females who can read and write,

The Christian  Chik  Baraiks  have been
separately shown in the above table.  Though
their number  is  insignificant  yet the wide
variation in the percentage of literacy among the
Christian  and  non-Christians  becomes  quite
obvious.  Gonds and Mahars  ave still - largely
backward in literacy, and particularly so  when
compared with Kharia.

Below, the communities have been arranged
in order of percentage of literacy among persons,
males and females respectively :

ComMunnities arranged in order of lteracy

Porsons Males Femalos
1. Christian Chik 1. Kharia 1. Christian Chik
Baraik Baraik
2. Kharia 2, Brahmin 2. Munda
7. Munda 3. Christian Chik 3. Kharia
Baraik
4, Brahmin 4, Chik Baraik 4. Turi
5. Chik Baraik 5. Munda 6. Chik Baraik
6, Turi 6. Bhogta 6. Lohra
7. Mahar 7. Mahar 7. Mahar
8. Bhogta 8. Gond 8. Gond
9. Lohra 9. Turi
10. Gond 10. Lohra
11, Naik 11, Naik

So far as higher education is concerned, there
is a Chik Baraik (non-Christian) graduate in the
village and a Kharia who has passed the Inter-
mediate Examination. Both the boys are conti-
nuing their studies. Surprisingly, there are no
matriculates. There are 129 persons who have
rcad up to the primary standard. Thus two-thirds
of the literates have not even had schooling up to
the primary standard.

There has been a phenomenal rise in the
extent of literacy in the village. In 1951, only
52 persons were returned as literates as  against
359 in the Census of 1961 (and 370 at the time

of the Survey). Naturally one would expect the
bulk of the newly lettered persons to be children.
This is so, just half of the total literates being
less than 15 years old.

There are three schools in the village itself

The Lower Primary School is situated in Girja

Toli. Tt is a single-teacher institution teaching
up to Class ITI.  The school was established about
50 years ago by the Roman Catholic Mission and
taken over by the District Board in 1936. It
continues to be managed and financed by the
State. The number of students on the rolls was
only 38 (23 boys and 15 girls) distributed in
Class I (16 boys and 8 girls), Class 1I (6 boys and
2 girls) and Class TII (1 boy and 5 girls).

The Upper Primary School is located in
Bar Toli. It was started in 1914 by the German
Lutheran Mission as a Lower Primary School.
This too was taken over by the District Board in
1936. It was upgraded as an Upper Primary
School in 1957. The school has 3 teachers. One
has read up to matriculation; the other two up to
Class VIII. One of the latter is a trained hand.
The number of students attending the school is
given below:

Total Number of Number of

Class number of boys girls
students

I . 59 30 29
1I .. 23 15 8
IIT o, 15 9 6
Iv .. 14 6 8
A\ . 9 6 3
Tofal .. 120 68 54

The third school is a Middle School organized
a few ycars back by private contribution. It has
its own building in the village proper and is in
the charge of a non-matric teacher. It imparts
teaching in Classes VI and VII only, there being
only 18 students on the 7rolls (12 boys and
6 girls).

High School students go to Simdega.
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8. Family structure

The average numbcer of persons per  house-
hold in the village comes to 5.4. Naturally, the
greatest number  of  houschold  contain 4—6
members each.  Thus about halt (169 out of 337)
the houscholds belong to  this  category.  Single

member houscholds are few (10,0 Ahout  one-
third of the houscholds contain 223 members cach,
whilst the number  containing more  than 6
members s 98, @ litde aunder a ihind of the total,
The following table gives the size and composi-
tion ol houscholds by size, communitywise:

TABLE 28

Households classifled by size

Housoholds contained

No. of — e e ..
CustefTribo households Single member 2.3 members d—buembers T memhbeis Tomembors and
above
ettt et e Y et B e S o Ty WUy
No.of Pore No.of  Per- No.of  Per. No. ot Per. N ot Pere.
housoholds sons houzeholds sons hou-cholds wons hou chelds =on- househiold . sons
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 S 9 10 1! 12
1. Kharia .. . 117 2 2 12 31 62 300 KE 63 T
2. Mahar .. 55 3 : 16 41 20 142 [} AR ! 12
3. Gond .. . 54 2 2 6 15 RE| 115 13 1oy 0 1o
4. Bhogta .. - 43 ! 1 11 30 27 135 } R 1 11
5. Chik Baraik .. 19 1 1 1] 13 8 16 3 KD ..
6. Turi . .. 15 1 1 3 ] 6 a2 o HE
7. Lohra .. 14 .. .. b 13 [ 31 ] o2
8. Naik .. .. 13 .. .. 1 3 4 2l 8 62
9. Munda .. .. ] .. .. .. .. 1 4 [ N
10. Kumhar .. 2 .. .. 1 3 1 G ..
11. Brahmin .. 2 .. 1 4 1 7
12. Malar .. .. 1 I S
Total 387 10 10 80 160 189 841 80 613 18 209

It is noticed that half of the houscholds con-
taining more than 9 members each are of  the
Gonds. Further, none of the minor communitics
(comprising less than 20 houscholds cach) have
large houscholds  containing  more  than
9 members.

The following table gives the distribution of
the houscholds by type of family, community-
wise:

TABLE 27
Types of families

Typos of familics living in tho

Total households
Casbe[Tribe no, of A —— ey
households Simple Inter- Joint  Other
modiato
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Kharia .. 117 (1} 4 51 1
2. Mahar .. 55 44 1 6 4
3. Gond .. 54 22 .. 30 2
4. Bhogta .. 43 28 .. 14 1
5. Chik Baraik 19 12 1 8
6. Tari .. 15 7 . 8 .
7. Lohra .. 14 12 92 .
8. Naik .o 13 6 7 .
9. Munda .. 2 1 1 ..
10. Kumohar .. 2 2 .. .. .
11. Brahmin .. 2 1 . 1 .
12. Malar . 1 1 . .. ..
Total - a87 187 6 126 8

It 1s seen that simple familics (consisting of
hushand and wife and anmaricd children) consti-
tute almost two-thivds of the total,

Next in o importuce is - the  joint famiiy
(consisting of  married  couple with maried
childven or marvied siblines). 1t is observed that
among the Gonds, Tarvis and Do there are
more joint families than ol simple families,

Normally, the sons, on getting manied
separite from thenr fathers. Al the communitics
in the vitlage are patilineal and patrilocal,

Vo Antrafamily velationship

The Tather, as the head of he Lannly  and
bread winner wiclds full anthority, 'T'he children
look to him for guidance and advice  even  after
they themselves have settled down in life. 'The
mother also receives due respect and  love  from
her children.  Since the women actively partict-
pate in the cconomic  pursuits  of  the family,
husband and wife relationships never tend to be
that of a provider and dependent, They ave on
cqual terms in all family matters,

The Gond women, however, are not held in
1130. same esteem as the wonmen of other commus-
nities.  They are not allowed to participate  in
religious  observances.  Widows  are  considered
mauspicious, and are not permitted to cook foods
meant for sacrificial offerings.
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10. Tnheritance

Not one in the village was aware of the
recent changes in the Hindu Law of  Succession
and Adoption. ‘T'he sons inherit  father’s  pro-
perty to the oxclusion of all other relatives. Lhey
share the property equally.  Daughters are  not
given any share, nor did any ol the persons inter-
viewed agree tha daughters should be given any
shave.  Widows and  unmarried daughters have
to be maintained by the sons. Usually the widows
and daughters indicate theiv preference for living
with onc of the sons. Whilst  partitioning  the
property a share is kept for the mother and
daughters depending on their number. After the
widow dies and the danghters have been married
off. their share reverts to the  sons.  Frequently,
’ 1 lone widow, a decision is taken to

in case of ) or .
with specified quantitics of grains

provide her
cvery year.

If a person does not have a son, hq may adopt
a son-in-law, who then succeeds to his prgperty.
If there are no sons nor an adopted son-in-law,
the property passes on to the Dbrothers of the

decensed,

Sclf-acquired  property can be willed to any
persons one desires.

In the village itself, two Gonds who did not
have sons, had adopted  their sons-in-law.  The
latter succeeded to the property.

11. Leisure and recrealion

‘T'he game ol hockey has been introduced by
the Christians and is proving popular among ic
young boys. Largely self-sullicient  in - meeting
their requirement as the villagers are, they engage
themselves in various pursuits when  agricultural
operations cease to make a great demand on their
time.  Houses have to be repaired and kept trim.
The agricultural and  other 1mplements have to
be kept in shape.  Fishing during the rains blends
an economic activity with pleasurable recreation.
Scasonal migration takes  place in  the period
January to May, when some males go to work as
labourers in tea gardens in Assam. The places
they go to are nog fixed,

12. Religion

The bulk of the villagers have returned
thcmsol.\'cs as Ilindus.  Yet the characteristics
](fl‘ﬂ‘ctlhelr" ’I‘(‘ligij()lls belicls and» practices are

gely tribal. Al households of Kharias and
Mundas are Christian as also one Chik Baraik
houschold.  "I'he lollowing  table gives the

distribution of the communities, households
and persons by religion:

TABLE 28
Rellglon Total Total
Religion Caste/Tribe houI; Zﬁglfds prégé ;)If .
1. Hindu «+ Mahar . 55 244
Gond .. .. 54 343
Bhogta . 43 199
Chik Baraik . 18 92
Tuari .- .. 15 79
Lohra .. 14 66
Naik .. 13 86
Kumhar .. 2 9
Brahmin .. 2 11
Malar .. .. 1 8
2. Christian .. Xharia .. 117 678
. Munda. . .. 2 12
Chik Baraik .. 1 6

Although all households of Kharias are
Christian, two of them still follow their tradi-
tional faith. One of them is the Kharia Pahan
(religious priest). He preferred to continue his
old faith since adoption of Christianity would
have necessitated his losing the Pahnai land
which he holds by virtue of his office. The other
person was willing to adopt Christianity but his
affection for the teek (pigtail) overrode his
religious fervour. Rather than sacrifice his teek,
he preferred to remain a non-Christian.

There are two sects of Christians in the
village, viz.,, Roman Catholic and Lutheran. Out
of 120 households, 37 are Roman Catholic and
the remaining Lutheran. It was recounted that
Christianity reached the village towards the
closing years of the last century. Father Lucas
had settled at Simdega in 1889. He visited
Mcromdega some time thereafter. Stephenson
Kharia of the village was the first to be convert-
¢d, and gradually, the advantages of adopting
Christianity rtesulted in the entire Kharia
community getting converted to that faith. One
of the informants, a Kharia Christian of some
standing in the village, gave the following reasons
for his community’s ready acceptance of
Chistianity :

(¢) Forced labour was extracted from the
Kharias at that time. It was told
to them that if they became
Christians they would no longer be
compelled to give free labour.
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(i) Those who became Christians were
helped in times of neced by the
Missionaries and  supplicd  with
food and clothings,

There arc two Churches in the village for
either secct  of Christians.  Services  are held
regularly on Sundays. But the major sacra-
mental ceremonics like baptism and — confirma-

tion are held at the bigger churches situated in
Simdega.

MEROMDEGA

Fhere are no religious  institations Tor

the Hindus other  than the  two Sarnas
(primacval  groves). That  at Kashbahar  tolt
usced to be the Kharia Sarna, and is now alimost
develict, though the Khavia Pahan yet conti-
nucs.  The other Sarna is the Gond  Sarna  at
Tanger toli to which a Gond Pahan is attached.

The following chart gives  the  ceremonial
calendar ol Testivals of the village :

Calendar of festivals

Month

—

. Phagun  (February-March)

2. Chuait (March-Aprily ..
3. Baisalh (/\[)ril-M;ly) ..

4. Jestha (May-June)

o= .

bo Asark (June-July)

6. Sraican (July-Augusyy ..

7. Bhado (August-Scptember)

8. Aswin (September-October)
9. Kartil: (October-November)
10. Adghan (November-December)
L. Paus (December-January)
12. Magh  (January-February)

It is obvious that strictly Hindu festivals find

place side by side with the traditional  tribal
ones.

The festivals are briefly recounted below :

1. Phagua—This is celchrated in the month
of Phagun on the day of the full moon. The
Pahan collects a fowl from each Gond and such
other houses as may participate.  Usually, those
that can do so among the Bhogtas, I.ohras and
Chik Baraiks also contribute. ~ The Pahan fixes
a branch of the semar trec on some high-level
land, and covers it with straw. According to
some  villagers,  this  symbolises the Hindu
mythical demon Ravana,” Others are unable to
give it any name. The branch is ignited. The
fowls are sacrificed at the spot and  distributed
among the participants.  Songs and dances ensue

Festival

Phagua  (Haoli),

Sarhul.

Pat Puja. Foaster (for Christians).
Thelapuja (Swargarohan and  Panticost).
Rathyatra.

Raksha Bandhan.

Nawakhani, Karma,

Jiva, Dusherra,

Dewali,

NX'mas (for Christians).

Chauth Pakh,

to the accompaniment of rice beer. Next  day
the people play with coloured water and powder.

2. Sarhul —This is celebrated in the month
of Chait (March-April). The Bhogtas join the
two unconverted Kharias in the Kharia  Sarna
whilst the Gond and others celebrate the festival
under the aegis of the Gond Pahan.

_ The people raise subscriptions for the sacri-
ficial offers of fowls. After the sacrifice the
Pahan takes two pots of water and  sal  flowers.
He goes round with these throughout the village
and sprinkles the holy water on the members of
cach house.

3. Rathyatra festival—This festival is not
held at the ‘village proper but many of villagers

Join in the procession at village  Tukupani
situated three miles away.
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4. Karma—This festival is obscrved in the
month of Bhado (August-September) on the_ll'th
day of the second tortnight. It is the harbinger
of wealth and prosperity. The unmarried girls
and the boys remain on fast on the day arrld go
to the jungle for bringing branches of the Ixarc_n;:
trec. 'The boys cut the branches and the”gxr
carry them o the ('crcmon}nl place to 'the auou;:
paniment of songs. Carc is always taken to gr
vent the branches from falling on the ground.

‘I'he Karam branches are fixed to the grou?d
at a place near which there 1s adequgﬁe §pace1d(é£
dancing. ‘T'he village Pahan or Vi agcl:1 et
officiates at the tunction by narrating the sor()i
of Kuram Raja. I-Iomc-madc §\ve<i)tlll<te§ts ;:;h
other things of worship are brought by the
family.

When the worship is over, the gersons botg
males and females sing SONgs anfi . ant(}:le m}?(ﬁe
the Karam branch. I'his C()lll‘l(n%l(,sl or he W
wking turns. Early in  the next

i ople t .
night, peop anches are thrown away into the

morning the br
stream. o
‘I'he story of Karma is more or less similar
. various tribes. In the bygone days
umm‘lg Elrlz tvw‘vo brothers, Karma and Dharma.
g)lfgl;n:; always worshiped ‘Karmnr;uat db}:l.t hﬁf
brother never did so as he had de%lale imse
to be Karamraja. On(i; upon a time he was
working in the ficld o{ his brot.hcr. BuF his
brother did not entertain him, being busy in thcj
performance of I.\’arma puja. He became angry
and began to ruin  the paddy plants of his
brother, but he saw that some strange man was
again transplanting the same, ) I'he strange man
narrated to him the story of I\;lrzlmrqja. Dharma
who was very much hungry, set out In search of
Karamraja. At last he reached the bank of a
river in which some Karam Dranches, _thrown
away after worship, were floating. He jumped
into the river and after a great cffort he could
manage to take one out. ¥From that day he
began  to  worship ‘Karamraja’  regularly and
within no time he became  wealthy  and
prosperous.

Karma brings a fecling of joy to the village
which continues some days before and after the
festival,

5. Nawakhani-—Nawakhani  is,  literally,
‘eating of new corn’. Tt is celebrated on the
occasion of harvesting of Bhadai crops. The new
rice  (produced from Gora dhan) is specially
cooked in milk and molasses added. This is
eaten after offerings have been made to the
spitits.  The Gonds offer sacrifices of fowls to

their ancestral spirits. The day is also marked
by fixing of Bhelwa branches In the Aghani
paddy fields. The fixation of branch is believed
to ensure the well-being of the crop and to result
in good harvests,

6. Jitia—This is celebrated only by the
Malars in the month of Aswin on the 8th day
of the dark fortnight. On the day, branches of
the Jitia tree (Ficus religiosa) are brought and
fixed in the courtyard for worship. Only women
participate in this festival. They fast for two
days, including the day preceding the festival.
‘T'his worship is believed to result in the well-
being of one’s children. The practice in the
village amongst the Mahar is quite different to
the usual tribal manner of observing the festival,
according to which the Pahan officiates and
worship is followed by revelries.

7. Sohrai or Dewali—This is celebrated in
the month of Kartik (October-November) on
the last day of the dark fortnight. This festival
1s observed in honour of Goddess Laxmi. Houses
are cleaned and plastered with mud or cow-dung.
The walls are sometimes decorated with rough
representations of animals. Sohrai is also asso-
ciated with the bestowing of special care on the
cattle, giving recognition to their part played in
the economic activities of the people. Since some
days earlicr they are properly bathed and
anointed with oil. On Sohrai day, the horns are
anointed with oil, vermilion applied, and the
animals given boiled ccreals like Urid and
Kurthi to eat. Illumination with earthen lamps
is done in the evening.

8. Chauth Pakh—The 4th day of the dark
fortnight in the month of Magh  (January-
February) heralds the new year for labourers
kept on annual contract basis. The labourers,
known as Dhangars, are appointed on this date.
They are given good food and oil for massaging
on that day. The obscrvance is naturally
restricted to such households as keep Dhangars.

9. Pat Puja—1It is celebrated in the Sarna
on the 3rd day of fortnight of Baisakh (April-
May) under the guidance of the Gond Pahan.
Sacrifices of fowls are made in addition to offer-
ings of Sandal wood, coconuts, milk and sweets.
This worship is believed to ward off diseases
amongst the villagers and their live-stock.

10. Dewadakha oy Mahdan Puja—This is the
chief religious festival of the Gonds. It is not
an annual festival but celebrated once in six
years. A buffalo is sacrificed to Dewadakha or
the Sun God at Tangin Pahar (The Sun God is
the supreme deity of the Gonds). The sacrificed
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animal is given to the Doms or Turis. In addition
geats and sheep acrificed which arce partaken of
by the persons present.

The Christians have their own cycle ol
festivals. The most pecaliar among them is the
annual celebration held on the 10th July cvery
year in commemoration of the date on which
the churches became cconomically self-sufficient.
It is said that from 10th of July, 1919 no financial
help has been received from Mission authorities.

Faster s celebrated in April. - Good Friday
is the day on which Christ was  crucified  and
Laster Sunday the day of rvesurrection,  The day
of ascension is celehbrated next month and known
locally as Swarg Rohan. Christmas is celebrated
in December and is mose joyous  amone  the
Christian festivals, °

~Amongst the festivals  recounted for the
Hindu, only Nawaklani is  celehrated by the
Christian Kharia as well,

. As mentioned carlier there are two Pahans
in the village. They own lands by virtue of
their office. The Gond Palan has 10 acres and
the Kharia Pahan 4 acres.

Nam: of tho perdon Pout,

‘The Brahmins act as priest when the occa-
sion so demands. Their participation at birth,
marriage and death ceremonies of  the  various
communtties hate been desaribed carvlier,

Facli of the two seats of Chuistian has — its
ouwn religious head who is known as the Prachar
(literally one who propagatces).

13, Panchayat

A Csttaory Grame Panchavai was established
in 1952, with Mcromdega asits headquarters.
Unul the first clecfions towards the beginning of
1060, the Panchayat wis managad by nominated
oflicials. Tt has its own buailding constructed out
of grants mude by the Conmumity Development
Block.  T'he  Mukhia of  the Pandchayat is a
Mahar. e wielded authority canlier as a nomi-
nated Muklde and had also worked as the store-
heeper of the ex-ladlord ol the village.  His
influence  with the  villagers, therelore,  paid
dividends when he was able o defeat his  con-
testants in the clection,

The followme Tist gives the names,  offices,
places of residence and caste of  the  different
members of the Panchayat -

Nominated

Tola Village Tribe/Casto or cleeted
1 2 3 4 5 G
1. Phirangi Mahar Mulkhia Meromdegn Merommdega .. Mahar Eleeted,
2. Markus Korketa . . Up-Mukhiu Purab toli Dittao .. Kharin Noauinated,
3. Barta Manjhi Sarpanch Tungar toly .. Ditto .. Gond Eleeted,
4. Poulus Kharia .. Up-Sarpanch .. Burtols Ditto .. Kharin Nominatoed,
Ezecutive Panch
5. Eayarn Kharin .. .. Panch Purab tols Ditto .. Ditt .. Ditta,
6. Sudhu Manjhi .. .. Do, Mahwun tole Ditto .. Ditto .. Ditta.
7. Bhawara Naik .. .. Do, Meromdega .. Ditto .. Dum . Ditto.
8. Amus Kharin . .. Do, Tapudega Tapudegn Khnrin .. Eloeted,
9. Tonya Kharia .. .. Do. Kahupani Meromdega .. Ditto .. Ditto,
10. Junas Kharia .. .. Do, Girja toli Ditto .. Ditto . Ditto
11. Jhakhan Pradhan .. Do, Kashbahar Ditto .. Bhogta .. Ditte,
Judicial Panch
12. Jagat Mahar .. .. Do, Meromdega .. Ditto .. Muhar Nominated,
13. Anmad Machi Kharin .. Do, Kahupani Ditto .. Kharia .. Ditto,
14. Markus Kharia .. .. Do, Tnpudega Tupudega .. Ditto .. Ditto.
15. Samel Kharia ., .. Do. Girja toli .. Meromdega .. Di'ta Elected.
16, Matru Kharia .. .. Do, Tapudega Tapudegn L. Ditto . Ditto,
17. Grugu Pradhan . Do. Kashbahar . Mcromdega Bhogta .. Dittc,
18. Bitna Manjhi .. .. Do. .. Méromdoga .. Ditto .. Gond .. Ditto.
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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

It is scen that most of the  officials - belong  to
Mcromdega which is the main  village in  the
constituted  Panchayat.  Communitywise,  the
Kharias predominate.

The Panchayat Scwak —assists  the Mukhia
and Sarpanch in the discharge of their duties.
The Panchayat has been collecting land revenuc
sitce 1961, for which a commission 18 paid to it.
However, the Panchayat had not executed any of
the development schemes . sponsored by the
Community Development Block.

Each caste has its own _1’anc]myat in which
social disputes are settled. \"mlauon.of the taboo
on cating with other castes, fﬁlllll}” _dlsplltc§,
allegations of unauthorised  sex bchdwoql are
matters dealt with by the informal  Panchayats.

Only onc case was pr011g!1t up before the
Mahar Caste Panchayat in 1961. A Ma!mr young
man of the village had l)rmlght a married Mal.lar
woman from another village and  was  keeping

her as his wife.  The Caste Panchayat met and

summoned the first husband of the woman. , The
decision of the Panchayat was that the first
husband should be paid Rs. 60 by way of com-
pensation which  was done. In add-mon a fine
consisting of a goat and half a seer rice for each
Mahar of the village was imposed. This was
duly paid and a feast cnsued. The young mar(i
could thus kecp the woman he had brou'ght an
also obtained social approval for his action.

The Christian Kharias also have their caste
Panchayat. However, their religious leaders are
often approached  for guidance in settling
disputes. s

‘The leaders of the caste Panchayals at the
tinie of survey were as follows:

Kharia—Pyara Kerketta,
Munda—Thomas Jojo.
Gond—Sudhu Gond.

Naik—Dodo Naik.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

Mecromdega is a large village with a varvie-
gated communal representation.  The  most
shoking impact is that of the comparative pros-
perity of the Christians of the  village—mostly
Kharias. Literacy is high: again because of the
Christian.  Yet the immunity of the socially low
castes of the village from Christian influences s
unique.

The people have various traditional house-
hold industrics which are all decadent.  Ffforts
for providing capital and channelized marketing
through Co-operalive  Socictics are,  however,
under way and these may yet revive and sustain

the indistial endeavoms aof the populace. The
advantages of State help have been realised even
by the Doms and Tuns who now want a Co-
operative Society of their own,

The people e well aware of the place of
the village in the administiative setup and qll
heads of families know the nanes of the adminis-
trative headquanters,

In spite of its multi-communal (‘(){1}[)()§iti0n,
Meromdega is not torn by internal strife. l"hcr.e
is no evidence of longstanding communal — anti-
pathy.

[CONFIDENTIAL]

APPE ‘DIX I

CENSUS, 1961

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY

VILLAGE.....cccoiiviiiivnienninnnnnien,

OF

PART I

Householdno. ........coovv.,

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE

1. Head of Household :

(@) Name ...........

(d) Religion.. ...

D R I I

(b) Caste or tribe........ cevns

(c) Sub-caste or sub-tribe.......

(e) Sect..oovvvnnnniinnnnn

2. (a) Composition of houselold including Head:

N I R R R R R R R R I N R I R R I R R R A ]

L I I R N I O S S S

L R I R I I

L R R R R R R I e N Y R ]

L R L R I I R R N T R T S

ial Agelast Agest first
Seria Name Sex Relationship to birth- Marital atatus marriage
no. tionel frth
,_l ' 2 3 4 5 6 7
Description of work Language .
Serial or dialect | Any otherlanguage Literacy and edycation
erm . . .
no. Principal \ Subsidiary, if any
1 8 | 9 10 11 12




50 APPENDIX

(b) Workers at cultivation or houschold industry :

|
i ! Membersof the Cunnily work e
Members including Head of family workirg, and hired ’ e .

workers, if any, kept wholetime or during current

B |
or last geason Head ’ Other Other Total ' Mired
i malex females ’ I workers
[ e B
1 ] 2 ] 3 4 5 6
] | |
| |
(§) Household cultivation only .. .. .. { I
H
(¢3) Houschold industry only .. L. .. } ”

! { \
(447) Both inhouschold cultivation and houschold ,
industry ’

A. DURATION OF RESIDENCE

3. (a) For how many generations counting from tho head of tho houschold backwards, has
the houschold beon residing in the villago ?

(b) If the head of tho houschold has migrated to this village together withthe houschold,
() when was it ?

(i3) what were the reasons for it ?
(#9?) where was the ancestral home ?
(Give the namo of the village, district and Stato.)

B. RELIGION

4. (a) Is there a dioty or objeot of worship or a sacrod plant in the houso 2 (Answer

Yes/No .)
() If “Yes’ where is the deity or object of worship located in the houso ?

(c) What is the name of the deity or object of worship or sacrod plant and what is the
form of worship ?

5. Do you know that untouchability in any form has boon prohibited under law ? (Answor
Yes/No .)

6. (a) Do you observe any restriction in taking food or water with membors of ofher castes,
tribes or religions ! If yes, indicate the nature of restrictions.

(6) Do you believe in the caste system ?  If yes, what are your reasons for it ¢ If no, do
you think it can be eradicated ? If so, how ?

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 51

C. MARRIAGE

7. (¢) Has any marriage in contravention of caste or tribal law taken place in this household?
(Answer Yes/Nov) |

(b) If such a marriage has taken place give details of such marriage.

(¢) With what other castes or tribes other than the caste or tribe of the household is
marriage permissible ' -

(d) With which of «uch eastes or tribes would marriage be desirable ?

“" S Ty given or taken on the occasion Of the marriage of the son : .Ans’wer YGS
N )()6) If d‘.\v:‘l::“l])l(‘nt]‘()ll ammmt Of bOtl] cash and klnd separately, and alSO mdlca.l,e Whe her
0. R 1;

the dowry was given or taken.

. ; i Answer
' v given or {aken on the occasion of the marriage of the daughter ? ( '
v (/Q“\; ‘ISI({](‘);:Q’ ill(,mi(m the amount of both cash and kind separately, and also indicate
©S/1 . v

whother the dowry was given or taken.

: inow that there have been changes in recent years in Hindu Marriage Apt ?
(A ii“}),oy‘((:;:\ﬁly ’)] If “Yes’ what do you think of the salient features of the Hindu Marriage
NEWe s[aNO-

Act ?

9. Have you any objection to contract marriage of persons of your household with persons

£ sano social and cconomic status as yours but belonging to other castes, tribes or religions?
ol st > o

10. Has there been any consanguineous marriage in the household * If so, what was the
relationship between the parties to the marriage ?

11. Has there been any polygamous or polyandrous marriage in the household ? If so, state
Lhow many Wwives or husbands.

D. INHERITANCE

12. (@) Do you know that there have been changes in recent years in the Hindu Adoption
Act ? (Answer Yes/No.) /
(0) If Yes, what do you think are the salient features of recent changes ?

13. (a) Do you know that there have been changes in recent years in the Hindu Succession
Act ? (Answer Yes/No).

(&) If Yes, what do you think are the salient features of such changes ?

‘ 14, (@) Which rolatives, including male members and widows and daughte_rs, married and
unmarried, inherit property on the death of a married male person belonging to the same
caste or tribe as your household ?

() What is the share of each such member ?

15. Are you in favour of inheritance of property by daughters equally with sons ¢
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E. PROPERTY

16. (a) If the household possesses land, give the following dotails :

A. Land under cultivation by the houschold

Local name of right on | Area in acres

(#) Owned or held from Government

(1v) Held from private persons or institutions for

payment in money, kind or share.

(¢) Total of items (¢) and (s7)

B. Land given to private persons for cultivation for
payment in money, kind or share.

(6) Also furnish the following particulars :

One cropped Two oropped

croppod arca

Totalland possessed by | Areca irrigated
the household 8 iﬁ'l;;gtr:()lt
A : C R
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(¢) Area comprising homestead :
Name of erop - Quentity obtained last yéar Quantity sold
I 2 "
3

(¢) Paddy

(tz) Wheat

(#31) Maize, Jowar or Bajra

(tv) Pulses, including gram

(v) Sugarcane

(vi) Barley

(vig) Vegetables

(veis) Jute

(¢z) Chillies

() Tobacco

(z¢) Oilseeds

(zi3) Cotton

(ziss) Ginger

(ztv) Fodder or bamboo or cane

(zv) Fruits

(xvi) Other agricultural crops (specify)
(d) What is the organic manuro used ?
(e) Do you use ohemical fertilisers ?

(f) Do you uso any new agricultural implement which has been taught to you for the first
time in tho last fivo years? A

(g) Do you borrow agricultural implements from others ‘at the time of cultivation ?

(A) Do you take help of neighbours at the time of sowing or harvesting ?

(8) Do you assist your neighbours and receive help at the time of cultivation in the shg
of manual labour ? po

(j) Have you adopted any land improvement measures like reclamation, soil conservation
consolidation, etc. ,

(k) Has thero boen any increase in the irrigated area during the last five years ?

1) What improved geceds for orops did you use during the last agricultural G
qua(ntities and sources of supply. yoar® Give

(m) Did you use any pestioides 1 If so, for what orops ?

(n) Havo you adopted any improved methods of oultivation, like Japanese method of paddy

ocultivation during the last five years ?

17. How much did your father own at the time of his death :
(a) Land in acres
() Houses and other landed property

18. (a) Do you own any oattle or poultry ¥ (Give numbers) :
(i) Miloh cattle
(ii) Draught cattle
(#43) Cows, buffaloes, goats, sheep, pigs, duck, geese and fowl
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(b)) How much milk or milk products do you get per day:

(¢) for consumption in the household
(+12) for sale in the market or to others

(¢) If you keep poultry or rear goats/sheep/pigs, ete., indicate the amount of average income
per year from these sources.

19. Fishery :
(a) Does the household own or hold on lease any tank or river 1

() If ﬁgh is reared, was any quantity sold last year? (Answer Yes/No. If *Yes' mention
quantity.)

F. INDUSTRY

20. Do you or any one else in the houschold conduct any industry ¥ 1f yes—
(a) What are the products?
() Which of them do you sell to neighbours or in the market?
(c) Do you sell the products through a co-operative society or a Vikas Mandal ?
(d) Do you feel any difficulty due to wunorganised market
(e) Have you taken up this industry for tho first timein tho courso of last five years
(f) Have you adopted any new tools or instruments for running this industry ¥ 1f so,
name the details of the tools and instruments.

21. Name the art or craft in which you have earned proficiency.

22. When and how did you learn the art or craft concerned §
(@) Do you consider further training neccessary ¥ (Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If Yes, describe the kind of training you doesire.

23. () What was your father’s occupation 1
(b) If you have changed your father’s occupation, why have you dono so 1
(¢) Were you forced for lack of choice into this occupation 7 (Answer Yes/No.)

(d) If you were not forced for lack of choice, why did you choose this oceupation ?

¥ 24. (a) Have you yourself changed your occupation from another kind to this one $ (Answer
es/No.)

(b) If Yes, explain why you have changed your own ocoupation ¢
256. What kind of work would you like your son to do?

26. (a) If you are engaged in trade or business, mention the commodities dealt in.
(b) How do you get your finance ?
(¢) What is your approximate profit ?

27. (a) Is the industry run on own capital %

(b) Is the capital loaned by the Mahajan who takes the products in repayment of loan or
any other source %

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 55
G. INDEBTEDNESS

If the head of household is in debt:

28. (a) Mention the amount of debt outstanding

(b) Source of credit
(¢c) Rate of interest

(d) Security given

(¢) Year in which the loan was taken

i

29. (a) Are you content with the present ocoupation ? (Answer Yes/No.)

)
)

Purpose for which the loan was taken

(b) If No, what other work you want to do?
H. EDUCATION

30. (¢) How much did you spend last year on the education of your children ¢
(b) How many of your children are reading at school or college %

School : Male/Female

College : Male/Female

(¢) Does any member of the household :
(§) Regularly read a newspaper/magazine ?
(i5) Listen to news broadcasts through radio?

(d) If there is an adult literacy centre in the village, how many members of this house-
hold have becomeo literate through this centre ? (If no centre, put a cross here.)

(e) Aroe you a member of any library in the village or in a neighbouring village ? (Answer
Yes/No.)

I. COMMUNITY
31. Do you regularly get inoculated against cholera and vaccinated against smallpox ?

32. (a) Doos tho head of the household know the name of the essential administration units
in which his village is situated ?
District/Subdivision/Police Station/Anchal/Panchayat/Thana no. of the village.
(Tick for ‘Yey’, Cross for ‘No'). ,
(») Does the head of the household know names of the principal rivers flowing through the
district ? !

33. (@) Do you think that abolition of Zamindari and intermediary rights has resulted in
any good to you ! (Answer Yes/No.)
(b) If Yes, indicate how you have been benefited.

(¢) If No, why have you not been benefited ?

¢

34. If you are a Bataidar: .
(a) Could you get yourself recorded as a Bataidar in the revisional settlement ? (Answer
Yes/No.)

(b) Have you been evioted from your land as a result of recent land legislation ? (Answer
Yes/No.) (If Yes, give particulars.)
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. 35. (a) Have you benefited from any scheme of land reclamation or land improvement or
irrigation ! (Answer Yes/No.)

(6) If Yes, explain how have you benofited.

36. (To be answered if there is a co-operative society in the villago or in the neighbouring

village.)

(a) Are you a member of the co-operative society 2 (Answer Yes/No.)
(6) If Yes, have you derived any benefit 2 Give details, if you have.
(¢) If No, why are you not a member ?

37. Is there a C.D. Block in your arca?

(The following questions will be answered only if roply to the above question is in the
affirmative.)

(a) Do you know what are the functions of V.I.W.2  (Answer Yes/No.)
() If Yes, describe his functions,

(c) Has the Village Level Worker  ever come and talked to you?

(d) Has he demonstrated any of the improved agricultural practices mentioned above 1
If so, did you follow his advice? If not, why not 1

38. (a) Have you benefited from the C.D. Block 2 (Answer Yes/No.)
(b) If Yes, how have you benefited ?
39. (a) What are the main functions of the Panchayat ?

(b) Has there been any improvement in your village since the Panchayat was eatablished ?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(¢) If yes, what has been the improvement ?

(d) Did you participate in these (by contributing land, labour, cash or material, oto.)?
If not, why not ?

(¢) Have you benefited from the work/activity ?
(f) Do you think that collection of rent should be given to tho Gram Panchayat ?

40. (a) Has any caste or tribe of your village got a separate Panchayat of its own?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If Yes, what aro the main functions of this caste or tribal Panchayat ?

(¢) Since the statutory Panchayats are functioning, why do you think these casto or tribal
Panchayats should still continuo ? :

41. (@) Is there a family planning contre in your area ? (Answer Yes/No.)

(6) Do you know that man and wife can prevent conception of a child by deliberate meoans,
if they wish to do so?

(c) Does the head of the household wish that no more children were born to him }
(d) Have you ever been benefited from the family planning centre ¥ (Answer Yes/No.)

(¢) Has any member of your family ever been contacted by the lady worker in thia
connection ¢ (Answer Yes/No.)

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE

J. DIET

42. (a) How many times a day do the members of the household take their meals ?

(b) What aro the foods or drinks prohibited ?

(c) What aro the ususal items of diet at each meal ?
(d) Does the household regularly take :

(z) Tea,

(it) Sugar,

(¢44) Milk,

(iv) Butter,

() Ghee,

(vi) Fruits,

(vii) Vegetables !
(¢) Name comunonly used oil/fat

(f) How many times a month is meat, fish, egg, consumed ?

(9) How many members of the household take :

(z) Tobaoco,

(i3) Khaini,

(1i1) Ganja,

(iv) Pan,

(v) Betelnut (Kasaili),
(vi) Bidi,

(vii) Cigarette,

(viti) Toddy,

(iz) Bhang, or

z) other drinks %

K. UTENSILS

43. (a) Name the utensils used for preparing food and for storage of drinking water.

(b) Of what materials are important utensils made ?

L. FUEL

44. What fuel is ordinarily used for cooking ?

57,
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M. FURNITURE AND ORNAMENTS

45. (a) Does the household possess a Bed-stead/Khatia/Chauki/Chair/Table/Mirror/Bench/Stool/
Machia/Wall-shelf ? (Cross out those not found).

(b) Is the household using any new kind of furniture for the first time in the last five
years ?

(¢) Does the household use mosquito net ?

46. List all the ornaments used by (a) men and () women. Give the local names and
mention whether gold or silver or brass or any other material is mainly used. Give drawings.

N. HOUSES

47. Give & plan of the house and compound showing the main places, the material  of the
roof, walls and doors and the measurements of the bed-room.

Norgs : Give sketches and photographs whorever possible.

48. Is there a latrine in the house ?

If yes, indicate its type, e.g., Sandas, Service, Borchole, Trench, Septic.

49. Is there provision for a bathroom in the house ? If go, is it used by women only or by
men only, or by both?

50. Does the house have a separato well or tube-well? Is it used for bathing only or for
drinking only or for both? Is the well Pukka/Katcha ?

0. CONSUMER GOODS

51. (a) Does the household possess lantern/petromax or Hazak/battery torchlight/kerosene
stove/wall clock or time-picce/gramophone/radio set ¥ (Cross out those which do not apply.)

(b) Has any of the items been acquired for the first timo in the last five ycars? If yes,
which are these articles 1

(c) Does the household use toilet soap/washing soap ?
(@) Does the household purchase cloth or use home spun cloth §
(e) Are clothes sent to washerman to be cleaned ?

(f) Are shoes worn ? If 8o, of what material and, by how many members? (Give figures
separately for males/females.)

P. TRANSPORT FACILITIES

52. Does the household possess bullock cart/horse/elephant/tom-tom/bicycle/rickshaw/motor

cycle/motor-car/tractor ¥ (Give the number of each item possessed. Cross out those which are not
possessed.)

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE
SUPPLEMENT TO HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE

Socto-Economic SURVEY, BIimam

Houschold Expenditure :

(A) Food—

1. What is the expenditure of the household on the following: Monthly Annual

Vegetables—
m Potatoes
2) Onions

(3) Other vegetables
2. Meat, ete. —

(1) Beef

(2) Mutton
(3) Chicken, Duck, Bacon and other kinds of meat

(4) Fish
3. Condiments—
(1) Chillies
(2) Tamarind
(3) Others
Ghee and oils
Salt
Sugar
. Coffee and Tea
. Liquor

© o e s R

. Tobacco—

(1) Smoking

(2) Chewing

10. Other Foods—

(1) Refreshments
(2) Pansupari
(3) Others
Total annual expenditure
(B) Clothing—
1. What is the annual expenditure on clothing %
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(C) Housing, etc.—
What is the expenditure on the following 1

Mont

1. Housing (Rent) onthly
2. Fuel

3. Light

Total annual expenditure

(D) Miscellaneous expenditure—
What is the annual expenditure on the following :

1. Education

2. Dhobi or soap

3. Barber

4, Travelling

5. Medical fees and medicines
6. Religious observances

7. Amusements

8. Provident Fund, Insurance and other compulsory
savings

9. Payment of debts

10. Remittance to dependants living elsewhere
11. Any other item

Total annual expenditure

(E) Expenditure on cultivation, industry. etc.—

What is the annual expenditure of the household on :
1. Cultivation run by the household
2. Industry run by the household
3. Business run by the household
Total annual expenditure

(F) Granp ToTal or (A) TO (E)
X1V. Income of the household—

1. What is the annual income of the household
under the following items;

(a) Salary or wages
(b) Industry run by the household

Annual
e
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(¢) Business run by the household
(d) Rent from land
(Q) Rent of houses
(f) Pension
(9) Dividendx
(h) Gifts and presents
(i) Help from relatives, cte
(j) Other sources
Toratl
sufficient to cover the expenditure ?

XV, Is the anonal income of the houschold

not. covered by the income met ?

VI How is the expenditure
pect of households the income of which is less than the expendi-

{To be answered only in res
ture )
XVIL [ndebtedness :
! If so. what is the extent of debt? How much of this was

1. 1s the houschold in debt
incurred during the last ten yvears
2 What is the extent of debt incurred for the following purposes :

(n) Purchase of land
construction or repairs to the existing building

(" House
(c) Marriages

(! Funerals

(¢) To give dowry

(f) To clear old outstanding debts
(9) Sickness

(h) Ordinary wants

(i) Houschold enltivation

(j) Tndustry run by the household
(k) Business run by the household

3. () Has the houschold cleared any debt which existed prior to 10 years and, if so, how

much ?
(b) How was the debt cleared 3 1s it from the income of any property or by bOl‘l‘owing

or from any other source
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY

PART 1T ;

VILLAGE SCHEDULE

Name of district .............. , Subdivision................ , Police Station..............
Anchal........ .. ... . .. . , Village. ... oo '
Thana number of village................ ... ... . ,Area of village, ... ..o o L oL ,
Number of Households...................... .. ... .. . , What is the religion which majority

of the villagers profess

1. Topography of the village—

(a) Is the village situated on a plainfon anundulating surface/on a plateau/on o hillock
or at the bottom of a depression ?

(b) The system of grouping of houses—average distance between two clusters of houses—

reasons for such grouping, c.g., whether on account of special custom or on account
of the nature of the surface of land.

(c) Internal roads—tanks-—village common —any stream or other extensive source of wafer—
proximity or otherwise of any jungle—approximate number of shade bearing trees and
how they are arrangoed ?

2. What is the local legend about the village ?

3. Detailed description of average house of the members of each caste/tribe, religious group,
occupational group in the village.

4. Name and distance of tho nearcst Railway Station and Bus route.

5. Name and distance of Hat or Hats to which surplus produce of the village is taken for
sale,

6. Distance by road from Thana and Subdivisional Headquarters,
7. (a) Distance of the Post Office from tho village.

(b) Distance of the Telegraph Office from the village.

(c) Can money be sent through that Post Office ?

8. (@) Name and distance of the nearest hospital or dispensary (giving details of facilitios
available).

(b) Name of the diseases from which the villagers commonly suffer,
9. (a) Name and distance of the nearost veterinary hospital,

(0) Name of the disease from which cattle usually suffer and the measures taken for their
prevention and treatment.

(c) Is there an Artificial Insemination Ce

tilised by the wvill ? ntre in or near the village ? Is the centre fully
utliiise 6 vl agers ?

(d) 1s there any improved breed bull in the village 1
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10. Religious practice followed by members of each caste, tribe a],g(%) I‘e.llglo‘léls gt;'lou%a;;etlgg
village. The description of the religious practice in each case ahguf‘ egin with iha,t ne or
names under which the Supreme Being is known anq then procec 1omdcer¢(almor_111;;>ls tha funegm]
be obgerved in respect of a person from some time Liefore he is born and end wi

rites dfter his death.

11. Give details of places of common religious worship, if any.

12. Deseribe community festivals if held in the village.

' ‘or i '3 with special reference to peculiarities on account
13. Dress commonly worn by the villagers wi ; ' .
of chtc “‘tqr‘;lm or religious sanction or economic status. (Give photographs and illustrations,

wherever possible.)

14. Number and types of institutions in the village:

(¢) School

(i7) Adult Literacy Centre
(tiv) Library

(sv) Co-operative Society
(v) Panchayat

(vi) Mahila Mandal

(vii) Farmers’ Club
(viit) Youths’ Club

(iz) Gram Raksha Dal
(x) Kirtan Mandal

(i) Akhara

(i) Other institutions, if any
15. Describe social recreation centres, if any.

16. Give a brief account of Co-operative movement in the village, if there is a co-operative
society. ((live number and names of co-operatives.)

17. (ive a similar account of the working of the Panchayat, if the village has a statutory
Panchayat.

For Tribal villages only.

ibe i i i istic (li lour of the skin, stature, head

. Describe in detail the physical characteristic (like co , , ad,

h&il} Sstig()a nose, etc.) and psychological traits and the .bearmgs of tl}e members of the. t.rl.be

with speci’n,l emphasis on dress commonly worn by the villagers (describe apparent peculiarities
on account of tribes, sub-tribes andjor economic status, etc.) (Photo)

i i too, and (2) at what
s the tribe tattoo, if yes (1) whether males or femt%les or both tat. s (
m-g.bz)f])t(l)xisﬂbody; and (3) at what age ? Any customs/beliefs connected with tattooing ? What
Ere the ceremonies performed at the time of tattooing ?

(c) Give the sketches of designs of tattooes. (Photo.)
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! APPENDIX 1II
]\ | I I ! LIST OF VILLAGES ON WHICH MONOGRAPHS ARE PROPOSED TO BE PUBLISHED
! | ‘
x ! ! | | , ! Serial Name of village Anchal ' Block Subdivision District Specialgroups in the village
= b | | - - o no.
,‘S l -~ I l N a -
3 b | | S
i b PE ; 1 2 3 4 5 6
P |
/ 'E ‘ . - . . .
i f = l = ‘ ®] Jojohatu Khuntt Khunti Ranchi Munda Tribe
g | O ' z . ' ' . .
é. : : ; ‘ ;‘ : = ; = 2 Kujam Bishunpur CGumla Ditto Asur Tribe
= ‘.f. : ‘ : IR P 3 Harup Ditto Ditto Ditto Birjia Tribe
= ; = % ST - = ! . . .
oz 3:7< ‘ : = I ;I:: by 4 Bara Ghaggra Khijri Ranchi Sadar Ditto Lohra Tribe
! - — H AE g . s v
! ! - oy z ‘ - 5 Bergan Mandar Ditto Ditto Oraon Tribe
< Z AN . .
l‘ i ! 7 - ’ 8 Humta Bumln Bundu Ditto Ditto Birhor Tribe
Eh-RN z &
g 3 % ‘\ ; - I 7 Kathgaan Duri CGumla Ditto Korwa Tribe
& .2 | - : = - . . T .
= l | j o o - 8 Parbn Kolchirn Simdega Ditto Binjhia Tribe
T ! R | | . |
2z \I | 7 = t 9 Meramdega Thethai- Tangnr Ditto Ditto Gond and Kharia Tribes
FEREN % .
as ' } = , = £10 Oren Latehar Latchar Palamau Kharwar Tribe
Z 2 ' ! I® I = 7
S 2 5 = = . . .
z : r @) e = ! t1l Ghutun Ditto Ditto Ditto Chero Tribe
| | = P 3 : 3 : . .
‘E 2 ; ! o~ o 3 , tl: N"r"‘*uul"l Ditto Ditto Ditto P&rh&ly&, Tribe
’c o ‘ = = :: E ' . . .
S‘ g'ué b= : = & - 13 Orsapat Mahundar Ditto Ditto Kisan Tribe
¥r5% = S % i ' i i
:,:E’ [ X : X = 14 Hoesln Ramguarh Hazaribagh Sadar  Hazaribagh Bedia and Karmali Tribes
: : .; E 5} 15 Uporaole Dhalbhumgarh Dhalbhum Singhblium Bhumij Tribe
; a Tl =z _ ) ]
E‘h D 7 z : = E. 16 Bharhhnri Manjhari Ninghbhum Sadar Ditto Ho Tribe A
) i ‘., = = ,
j = ' ' 17 Jnmkauali Amrapars Pakur Santal Parganas Sental Trike
5 ‘ 1 : ’ *18 Bathangs Taljhari Rajmahal Ditto Sauria Paharia Tribe
;: ' ! E ‘ ®1y  Kumnrbhajn Litipara Pakur Ditio Mal Paharia Tribo
=% R /. H
§ é i 2 ‘ | 90 Palnst Jamn Dumka Sadar Ditto Mahli Tribe
< o . )
i i j 2N Khuspur Patnan Sadar Taina Sadar Patna Mi
\ -t z
) lal .. .
o r-/;; = Qo l 22 Naipura Rajuir Bihar Do,
4, ™ H i . .
’3 % ) 3 . 23 I’arco Bilita Dinapur Do.
P ' ‘ ‘ 24 Manjhauli Dumiatrin Gaye Sadar Gaya
v = ! " 25 Mancri Bigha Arwal Jehanabad - Do.
£ - . '
5 a < [ ! 26 Hathauri Hussainganj Siwan Saran
g | ‘ . t :
o Lo . 27 Dokhni Rumnagar Bettiah Champaran iy
. 1 A 3
- Lt 1 i A ¢ ry
g T2 ! ; : 28 Jumunin Ciaunahia Ditto Ditto Th e S
- I | W s o
;’? Z. E :} ; i .| 20 Asnuta Shambhuganj Banka Bhagalpur V&riegafed"ﬁm
a E - ° X o . ) ] .
%" g 22 N ' é !} ’I 30 Sabal Bighn Sikandra Jamu Monghyr Ditto
- = = ': ; N ! ‘ I H . . .
“i ‘:r E: 3 Z .. — < » ] 31 Manikpur Bakhri Begusarai Ditto Ditto
5 Z p: : 4 g‘ _.;g: : : ; J 32 Hill Block Surajgurha Monghyr Sadar Ditto Kora Tribe
v S L T Z&7 b
T %3 £ § = “ L
g 705 5 &S ; _
P L * Already yprinted. t The present volume. t In Press.
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