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FOREWORD

Although since the beginning of history, foreign travellers and historians have recorded
the principal marts and entrepots of commerce in India and have even mentioned important
festivals and fairsand articles of special excellence available inthem, no systematic regional
inventory was attempted until the time of Dr. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton in the beginning
of the nineteenth century. One of the tasks set before him by a resolution of the Go-
vernor-General-in-Council in 1807 was “to examine with as much accuracy as local circum-
stances will admit” : <“an account of the various kinds and amount of goods manufactured
in cach district....the ability of the country to produce the raw materials used in them....
how the necessary capital is procured, the situation of the artists and manufacturers, the
mode of providing their goods ...commerce : the quantity of goods exported and imported
in each district; the manner of conducting sales, especially at fairs and markets.”

That he discharged his duty very thoroughly will appear from his statistical acco-
unts of Mysore and the northern districts of Bengal and Bihar.

The great Revenue Surveys of the middle of the nineteenth century made no attempt
in this direction, and accounts of fairs and festivals in districts were neglected until W. W.
Hunter took up the compilation of statistical accounts again in the last quarter of last
century. For the purpose of notifying holidays in the East India Company’s offices the
Board in Calcutta had since 1799 been in the habit of ‘“procuring an accurate Bengalee
almanac properly authenticated by brahmanical astronomy” from the Nabadwip Court
(letter from Secretary of Board to Collector of Nadiya, 5 July 1799, No. 8217, W. W.
Hunter’s Unpublished Bengalee MSS Records). Satis Chandra Vidyabhusan in his History
of Indian Logic wrote that “almanacs were prepared by the Pundit Samaj of Nabadwip
which were supplied to the Nawab’s Court of Murshidabad as well as to the East India
Company, the Supreme Court, etc...... the Nabadwip Panjika under the imprimatur of Na-
badwipadhipateranugya was accepted by all the landlords of Bengal”. This Nabadwip Pan-
jika which remained the standard almanac for Bengal continued in use throughout the first
half of the nineteenth century and each issue contained a list of important fairs and
festivals in every district. A valuable almanac was that published by the Vernacular
Literature Committee’s Almanac published in 1855-6 (1262 B.S.). Tt gave an account of
309 famous fairs of Bengal in its second part. The Gupta Press Paniika or almanac which
virtually replaced Nabadwip Paniika made its first appearance in 1869 and continued to
publish a useful list of important fairs and festivals in the country. But this list was by

no means exhaustive nor were W. W. Hunter’s which he published with each Statistical
Account.

Meanwhile native crafts, industries and objects of artistry decayed rapidly and thor-
oughly as a result of the East India Company’s policy of extinguishing them, and official
interest in fairs and festivals declined, although these occasions, divested of much of their
glory, still continued to attract livestock, grain, merchandise and handicrafts from far and
near. The Imperial Gazetteers published between 1880 and 1910 gave a minor place to these
important seasonal markets or temporary inland ports. Even the District Gazetteers, which
still are the fullest and most campact accounts of districts, make but casual mention of
fairs and festivals in the country and attach little economic importance to them.

For, indeed, the importance of fairs and festivals—as the meeting ground of live-
stock and agricultural commodities of many religions and many cultures, crafts and motifs
from far and near, of ideas and design, workmanship, excellence and finish, of tools and
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appliances, of trends of the future and vanishing practices of the past, of adaptability and
local variation, of skill and imagination — declined with the punitive cxport policy of the
East India Company and the unrestricted import of machine-made goods, so much so that
at the close of the last century fairs and festivals were reduced to a matter of concern only
for the Public Health Department. They were no longer regarded as important centres of
trade and commerce, but were now from the Government point of view merely a collection
of human beings among whom epidemics were to be prevented from breaking out. Fairs
and festivals continued to be a matter of law and order and the Police Department and the
District Board continued to maintain full lists of them in their local offices, a source which

has so far remained unquarried.

Following the census operations of West Bengal in 1951, a slim volume, containing a
list of fairs and festivals arranged according to districts and their Police Stations, was bro-
ught out as part of the West Bengal scheme of Census Publications. This list was mainly
made up of information supplied by District Boards and Superintendents of Policc of dis-
tricts. The two lists were collated to make upa comprehensive list containing scveral
columns : the name of the village arranged under its district and Police Station, with its
Jurisdiction List number, the name of the festival or fair by which it is commonly known
in the locality, thc English month of the year inwhich it is held, the duration of the festival
or fair, and finally thc numbcr of persons attendingit. Although merelya list, and not quite
complete at that, this volumc attracted attention and received the appreciation both of
scholars and the general public. Tts gencral value lay in its being a compendium and its
particular value lay in presenting a distribution throughout the country of particular festive
occasions. The Superintendent of Census Operations for West Bengal, who continued in an
honorary capacity, was plied from time to time with requests to undertake an extensive
survey of the subject which scemed to accord well with the Superiniendent’s own personal
desire. For one thing, quite a few of the old and traditional fairs and festivals of West
Bengal are on their way to extinction on account of various forces working against them
and a record of these rapidly vauishing fairs and festivals could be made only now as never
again in the future. In the next place, the Census Office considered it its duty to sustain
by a more searching survey the interest that the publication had aroused.

A different approach suggested itseif as the new task was viewed in terms of collec-
tion of extensive first-hand material on each fair and festival. 1t was ncccssary therefore,
in the first place, to approach as many individuals as possible in cach locality, and not res-
trict the enquiry only to Government or semi-Government sources, Departments or orga-
nisations. In the second place, a satisfactory questionnaire was considercd most essential,
A number of aims were kept in view in framing the questionnaire. These were:

(a) The quecstionnaire should be very simple and precise in language, designed pri-
marily for the understanding of a person of primary education standard. At the same time,
the question should be suggestive enough to invite ancillary information. Were this ob-
jective achieved, it should be possible to obtain exhaustive information without irrelevant

detail. ‘

(b) It should succeed in obtaininga clear environmental, social and economic back-
ground of the village or place in which a particular fair is held or a festival is observed.

(c) It should emphasise those aspects of a festival or worship which would bring out
the details of rituals and religious practices peculiar to the locality.

_ (d) It should obtain information not only on the more important and better-known
festivals or fairs, but also on the less known but otherwise significant fairs and festivals. It
was decided to extend the scope of enquiry beyond those fairs and festivals that are appro-

it

ved and licensed by the District iti

e o ioensed f authorities, for the latter would be a small number com-
' (¢) It should attempt sufficient inf I
in respect of each fair, however big or smacl)lrlmaltl
the scope for studying the movement of local h
The questionnaire should also give a list of loc

on on economic activities and patterns
The information so obtained should suggest
andiwork and local forms and raw materials.
al amusements favoured by the public.

“bout %h&gu;gélggggsirp \\\/{}ich was several times pre-tested was finally mailed in 1957 to
o o000 ad ress in dest Bengal on the Business Reply scheme. One of the devices
evinced much responsible reporting was the assurance that each piece

of information would be fully ack -
be publ’ished for the benefit ();f futr&?gvlie:fg:gitg%ltglres.cornespondcnt whose address also would

The information thus collected was sorted district by district and further sub-sorted

(a) The first section was to contain systematic information on the village, the villagers

r ] . * munlc lon~ 'd 1 / 1

(b) The second section was to contain all available information on the festival itself,

the worship of deities i i
. : s, particularl tu : ; e
mainly on Section B of the questiom};airrleUdls and forms of worship. This would be based

(c) The third section, to be based on

' . Secti , . .
information about the fair and economic act oy e on DA, arould contain

ivity and amusement connected with the fair.

very eétth\ivllqlilas(tli%l;tl)ltless be a matter of great satisfaction to scholars that the scheme was
Borgal que‘stionnair}é rvsgglvcei(ricll)ﬁ/aztléldmy Igolljleagues1 9when its outline together with the West
: ) | in February 1960. My colleagues felt that the '
gtr'ot;;ledi(ét%vg?]iqgt?st(;%porltumty for conducting such a comprehengive survey with thceel}]lzlllg
tendents were quick to I;eac%eg%il;z tt}l]lzt Statlfl: Governments at their disposal.” State Superin-

At | 3 e such a survey would be of great help to th
mogtiltgsc;rfg tg;gvisstlggte ghe religious centres and festivals, inland tgrade andpcommoesriewaiﬁ
gns, circuits of trade, ancient tradc routes and special manufactures., It

would give the s(tudent of toponvm
valuable insight into the orgz?nisgtign ront}“;ga‘;ilgtaswe clue and the student of history much

The pr i

Superinim, 536 I?tpsolig dt? I::OP?SUCt this survey was accepted in the Second Conference of Census
s el | guslt 1960. Various aspects of the survey, then in progress, were
Do 8 Srinae rre.glo&a‘ meetings of Census Superintendents held in Trivandrum
S g and Censfasln" ay and June 1961. My colleagues were able to repor: further
progross at the Cen: s Social Studies Camp held in December 1961, when several elab
It was further %ropo(gggsttcl)onulzfgcr:t:llzg Illfllolrgveifxttigat‘ional methodglogy Tl e discusg;g—
. _ . _ ensive surveys ofa s :
arggtc;rginlg fglrs anc}gfgstlvals 1n each State. At the third Con)il'erence o?a(lllelngll:?lsl.)er o ery

ebruary 1962 my colleagues took the further decision to prepare mapé olf}ri)';frlgflza

festivals on the basis of distri ven of
. Cts and e en i \ i
A ; is direction. tehsil or taluks, some States havmg already

The scholar will find in these lists much t

s 0 excite hi 10si i
what an extensive network of seasonal and perenn arkets, sy, First, they show

ial markets, village fairs still provide to
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native craftsmanship and industry, Secondly, they help to connect economic streams with
social and religious movements. Thirdly, they suggest how a succession of small fairs in
a time series culminate in a very big fair, almost always in the heart of a particular arca,
and how this big event gradually subsides through another time series of small fairs, so
that an endless cycle of trade, socialand religious intercourse is kept in motion. Fourthly,
they insinuate a great deal about what Buchanan-Hamilton was charged to investigate a
century anda half ago: “the situation of the artists and manufacturers, the mode of providing
their goods, the usual rate of their labour, and any particular advantages they may enjoy:
their comparative affluence with respect to the cultivators of the land, their domestic usages,
the nature of their sales, and the regulations respecting their markets.” Fifthly, they can
very greatly help in reconstructing ancient and not so ancient trade routes inthe country,
and, again, what Buchanan-Hamilton was asked to investigate; “the nature of the conveyance
of goods by land and water, and the means by which this may be facilitated, espccially by
making or repairing roads.” :

NEW DELHI,
September 5, 1964.

ASOK MITRA,
REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA.

PREFACE

I must acknowledge that the inspiration for at-
tempting a survey of Fairs and Festivals of Andhra
Pradesh came from a note that the Registrar General
of India, Shri Asok Mitra, circulated on the efforts he
made to bring out a compendium of Fairs and Festi-
vals of West Bengal, following on the 1951 Census.

The Survey was somewhat ambitious in scope. It
was proposed to make a complete and comprehensi-
ve collection of information on every fair and festival
celebrated in all the villages and towns of the State.
The fairs and festivals celebrated by the community
in different areas truly reflect our culture, history
and tradition. In the present tempo of change of the
ways and values of life, several of the ancient insti-
tutions and practices were fast disappearing or falling
into disuse. Before man’s memory would completely
lose traces of these important links in the cultural
history of the people, it was felt that it would greatly
help if a record was made, to the extent possible. of
all the fairs and festivals conducted even in the remo-
test villages, forests or hills of the State and give
whatever account that could be obtained on their sig-
nificance, the description of the deities, the details of
the ritual efc., connected with every festival, There
could not be a more opportune occasion than the
Census to launch on a scheme such as this when it
would be possible to reach the nooks and corners of
the State through the Census Organisation. A ques-
tionnaire was finalised in advance on the advice of the
Registrar General. The questionnaire forms (given as
an Annexure to this preface) together with an appeal
which is reproduced below were distributed amongst
the Census enumerators to be answered and returned.

“I am sttre you will agree with me that there
are big gaps in our knowledge of our own country.
It is a vast land with different regions, each having
peculiar customs and cultures which if studied
would reveal a more comprehensive picture of our
ancient land. Coming to our own State, Andhra
Pradesh, we must admit that half the State is not
fully conversant with the details of habits, customs
and languages of the other half. Each bit has its
own beauty and variety to reveal in the form of
hitherto unexplored knowledge to the other half.

It is my endeavour during the Census
Operations of 1961 to study different aspects of the
culture and civilisation of the people of the entire
State and publish in one common volume an
integrated account of what now forms the
population of Andhra Pradesh. As part of the
studies of 1961 Census [ am presently engaged in u
survey of fairs and festivals of Andhra Pradesh for

which detailed and exhaustive information is being
collected. The material so collected will be
compiled and edited in a volume to be published by
the Census Office. In order to obtain a complete
picture of festivals and worship of Gods and
Goddesses all over Andhra Pradesh, it is imperative
that we should obtain as detailed information as
possible about all fairs and festivals that are
observed throughout the year in every village of
Andhra Pradesh. I shall be much obliged if you will
be good cncugh to help me in the collection of
information on festivals and worship of Gods and
Goddesses observed throughout the year in your
village/town in the questionnaire enclosed.

I trust you will agree that if we should succeed
in obtaining full information for each and every
village of Andhra Pradesh, I shall have prepared a
volume remarkable for its high degree of thorough-
ness and comprehensiveness. Such a volume will be
of very great importance to many types of scholars.
But this aim cannot be achieved without your help
and co-operation. [ am aware that you are already
under heavy pressure of your own work and respon-
sibilities. Nevertheless, I believe that you will not
hesitate to undertake this burden in order to help
me to obtain a full and truthful pictare of our own
country. I shall gratefully acknowledge your hono-
rary labour by keeping the information permanently
recorded under your name as the correspondent and
shall be obliged if you will be good enough to send
me your reply directly by post or through the
Census enumerator who visits vour house or the
Tahsildar of vour taluk.”

The cnumerators were mostly village school
teachers or in a few cases village officers. They had
local knowledge of the area they were covering. The
Census Charge Superintendents were requested to is-
sue the fairs and festivals questionnaire to the enume-
rators at one of the training classes and collect them
back at a subscquent training class or at the end of
the enumeration period after the enumerators had
answered the questionnaires on the basis of their per-
sonal knowledge and by local inquiries. The appeal
was also addressed to various other authorities such
as the Commissioner of Hindu Religious Endowments
Board, Municipal Commissioners, Executive Officers
of Panchayat Boards etc. Lists of recognised and sche-
duled fairs and festivals for which special arrange-
ments are made annually were also obtained from the
District Collectors, District Superintendents of Police
and District Health Officers efc. A press release was
alSo issued announcing the scheme and appealing to
all interested to send whatever information they
could.

The response was most encouraging. About
15,000 questionnaires were returned filled. The qua-
lity of the replies of course varied from ‘excellent’ to



‘indifferent’ depending on the interest that the corres-
pondent himself had in an enquiry of this nature. By
and large there was evidence of the considerable trou-
ble that the Census enumerator took to ascertain first-
hand, the details of the fairs and festivals in each vil-
lage. All this meant extra effort outside the normal
Census duties of the enumerators. 1 cannot certainly
claim that the survey was complete and comprehen-
sive in every detail. There may have been several fairs
and festivals that escaped the notice of the enumera-
tor or about which the information he was able to
gather and present scanty. But it can certainly be
claimed that whatever information that has been gu-
thered at the survey was authentic and served as a
mine of knowledge about little known things in the
life of the community. There are innumerable religi-
ous festivals connected with certain Gods and God-
desses of particular significance in particular areas;
there are festivities in commemoration of historical
and legendary heroes; there are interesting and ins-
piring anccdotes connected with various saints that
walked our land whose samadhis have continued to be
places of worship and veneration to this day and had
greatly influenced the life of the people in certain are-
as; the holy rivers had their own legends and beliefs
attached; a variety of curious and interesting rituals
of worship are practised. The present survey has hel-
ped to present all these in the form of a compendium.

The filled up questionnaires were sorted out
district-wise and then taluk-wise. Rejecting those in
which the information was either extremely scanty or
insignificant, whatever information that could be col-
lected from other answers was compiled into a short
note or monograph for each village or town. An ac-
knowledgement is made to the correspondent or
source that provided the information at the end of
the compilation for each village. This compendia
will be presented in twenty volumes, one for each
district. These will form a part of the 1961 Census
series of publications, All the Census publication
series of Andhra Pradesh State will bear a common
Volume No. Il (the All India Series being allotted
Volume No. I) and the Fairs and Festivals reports of
this State will form Part VII-B of Volume Il i. e., the
Andhra Pradesh series of Census publications. Part
VII-B will bear serial numbers within brackets which
will correspond to the location code number of the
district covered by the volume. The location code
numbers adopted for the districts are -

No. 1 Srikakulam District

vi

No. 2 Visakhapatnam District
No. 3 East Godavari District
No. 4 West Godavari District
No. 5 Krishna District

No. 6 Guntur District

No. 7 Nellore District

No. 8 Chittoor District

No. 9 Cuddapah District
No. 10 Anantapur District
No. 11 Kurnool District
No. 12 Mahbubnagar District
No. 13 Hyderabad District
No. 14 Medak District

No. 15 Nizamabad District
No. 16 Adilabad District
No. 17 Karimnagar District
No. 18 Warangal District
No. 19 Khammam District
No. 20 Nalgonda District

In each volume, the matteris arranged taluk-
wise, At the beginning of the compendium of each
taluk, a pictorial map indicating the location of the
village where a fair or festival is held, the name of
the deity and the period of the fair or festival is
shown. The serial number of cach village covered in
the compendium is indicated in the map for easy re-
ference. It may, however, be cautioned that the pic-
tures given on the map may not exactly represent the
actual deity existing in the village. The pictures are
only symbolic.

The note covering each village will first give
the location of the village, the composition of popu-
lation, and legend, if any, connected with the village,
a list of temples or other pliaces of worship in the vil-
lage and a description of thedeities and it then relates
the details of the fair and festival, if any. celebrated
in the village. It is not as though each temple and
deity will necessarily have a festival connected with
it. Only those important festivals and fairs that are
celebrated by the community are therefore described.

The dates of the festival in the compilation
are mostly given in terms of Telugu calendar in vogue
in the area, as recorded by the correspondents. The
Telugu calendar, asin Bengal, follows the lunar month
consisting of 30 lunar days, beginning on the day of
the new moon. The following statement gives the
Telugu months and the corresponding period as per
the English calendar.

LIST OF TELUGU MONTHS WITH THEIR
CORRESPONDING ENGLISH MONTHS

TELUGU MONTHS ENGLISH MONTHS

Chaitram March-April
Vaisakham April-May
Jaistham May-June
Ashadham June-July
Sravanam July-August
Bhadrapadam or

Bhadra August-September
Asviyujam or Asvin September-October
Kartikam - October—-November
Margasiram November-December
Pushyam or Pausa December-January
Magham January-February
Phalgunam February-March

At the end of the compilation of each district
the following are appended :

(1) A calendar of common festivals celebrated
in the district together with their descrip-
tion,

(2) A taluk-wise statement of all the fairs and
festivals,

(3) A taluk-wise list of markets aund shandies,
and

(4) A month-wise list of fairs connected with
the festivals. This was culled from the
taluk-wise statement of the fairs and festi-
vals.

The last two lists throw light on the significant role
played by the fairs and festivals in the economic life
of the people. the traditional trade routes, the nature
of articles sold, and the trend of trade, ezc.

vil

The extraction of information from the filled
in  questionnaires was entrusted to Sri M. K.
Nagappa, a retired District Registrar, who had a
special aptitude for the work, whom I selected in
consultation with the Commissioner of Hindu Reli-
gious Endowments Board and appointed as a Research
Assistant in my office. Information was also gathered
fromp other published literature, district gazetteers,
articles published in newspapers and journals such
as Aradhana and Andhra Prabha Weekly, etc. The
Research Assistant also conducted local enquiries in
a few cases.

I wish to record my thanks to the host of
Census enumerators for their fullest co-operation and
the unstinted trouble taken by them in collecting the
information on the prescribed questionnaire purely as
a labour of love. I wish to also thank the vario-
us other officials and non-officials such as the
Executive Officers of the temples, efc., who assis-

ted me in compiling the information. 1 place
on record my appreciation of hard and sustained

services of my Deputy Superintendents, Sri K.
Purushotham Naidu, M. A, and Sri K. V. N.
Gowd, B. Com. (Hons.) for helping me in finalising
the questionnaire and monographs. The Tabulation
Officer, Sri P. Pattayya. the Section Head, Sri Y.
Ranganna, the Research Assistant, Sri T. V. S. Rama-
chandra Murthy and Sri M. K. Nagappa have also
been of assistance in bringing out this volume. My
office Artist, Sri M. Krishnaswamy, assisted by Sri
Mohiuddin Hassan, has produced the Fairs and Fes-
tivals maps and other illustrations. The printing was
ably supervised by the Upper Division Clerk, Sri
Syed Noorullah Hussaini.

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR.
SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERATIONS,
ANDHRA PRADESH



ANNEXURE

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Questionnaire

Name of Village :—
Name of Firka :—
Name of Taluk :—
Name of District :—

A. The Village

1. Indicate the location of the village and the chicef
means of communication with the village? Mentionthe name
of the nearest Railway Station and its distance and also
the motor or boat routc and its distance. Give distance by
road from Taluk and Sub-divisional Headquarters.

2. Give an account of the history or legend, should
there be any, connected with the origin of the village.

3. What are the castes and classes that live inthe
village? What are the chief means of livelihood of the
various sections of the population?

4, Give details of places of common religious wor-
ship ?

5. What is the religion which majority of the villagers
profess?

B. The Worship of deities and festivals in the village and fairs
in connection with them.

(i) The Worship of Dieties & Festival :

6. Name of the festival, its occasi®n and the time.
(Give the English as well as Telugu dates).

7. How ancient is the festival ? If there is any history or
legend connected with this particular festival, please nar-
rate it. Is this festival a particular festival of the particular
village/area/caste/class, and limited within its fold? Or, is
this festival commonly and universally held and observed
throughout the entire district and region?

8. Is the festival connected with the worship of any
deity ? Mention the name of the deity with a brief descrip-
tion of the image. Is this a common village deity or a per-
sonal or family deity? Is there any temple or ‘‘Sthan’
(sacred abode) for the deity in the village? If so, give a
description of the same. If the deity has no anthropomor-
phic 1 or zoomorphic 2 image, then in what form is it wor-
shipped? What other temples or places of worship are
there in the village? Do all communities have access to the

temple ?

9. [s the festival observed in commemoration of the
birth or death anniversary of any saint or ‘Pir’? Givea
detailed report on the life and religious preachings of th'e
saint or the ‘Pir’, and also narrate the history or any tradi-
tional story associated with his life.

10. From what date does the worship of the deity and
the festival begin? For how many days does it continue ?
When do the preparations for the festival begin? Mention

1 Himan farm

if there is any special feature about the preparatory work of
the festival. Give a detailed chronological description date
by date, of the method and procedure of the worship and
ceremonies. What is the chief characteristic of the entire
ceremony ? Are communal feasts, free kitchens (annasatra)
and common distribution of ‘prasad® organised during the
festival ? .

11. Are vows of offering made by people to the deity
in fulfilment of prayer answered ? If so, what are the things
or objects that are usually offercd and dedicated as votive
offerings? How and when are bird or animal sacrifices
made? What part of the rituals do these sacrifices consti-
tute ?

12. To what class or caste do the principal patrons and
followers of the deity and the festival bt':‘long'? Give the
name of the scet (**Varna®'), clan (“C‘}olfa )”and the here-
ditary title (“*Padavi’’) of the priest (**Pujari ).

13. Do non-Hindus participate in the festival associat-
ed with Hindu deities? 1o the Hindus participate in fon-
Hindu festivals 2 What is the extent of such pzlrlngnpat}on‘.
Are there any festivals celcbrated in common by all castes

and communitics in the village ?

14. Is therce any congregation of *‘Sadhus™ and saints
of any particular religious sect on the occasion of the festi-
val? If so, why do they congregate ?

15. What is the general ritual of observation of reli-
gious festivals at home? Is fasting or feasting or keeping
awake in the night, sea or river bath etc., observed on any
particular festival days ?

(ii) The Fair :

16. Where is the fair held? On how much land? To
whom does the land belong — to an individual owner, or is
it dedicated land? Arec taxes, rvents, gifts, erc., collected
from the fair and festival 2 At what time of the day or night
is the fair usually held? Is there any particular rcason why
the fair is held on this particular site?

17. How ancient is the fair? For how many days is it
held ? How many people attend? What arethe main castes
or classes from which the largest number of people are
drawn? Name the neighbouring villages or unions from which
people assemble? How many usually attend 7 What is the
average ratio of males and females who attend the fair ?
What are the main conveyances by which the people and pil-
grims travel to the fair?

18. From which places do the shop-keepers and stall-
hoiders come? Do the same sellers come regularly every
year 7 What are the articles or commodities that are
brought and sold most?

19. How many shops, stalls, booths, erc., are opened in
the fair? How many sellers sit in the open spaces? What
is the figure of hawkers and pedlars ?

20. Of all the shops, stalls, booths and pedlars, how
many sell :

(a) Foodstuffs — sweetmeats, fried chips and other

(b)

©)

(d
(e)

(£

(g)

(h)

varieties of food.

Utensils — copper, brass, iron, glass, earthen-
ware, etfc.

Stationery — lanterns, torchlights, looking
glasses, combs, and various other assorted
goods.

Medicine — Ayurvedic herbs, kaviraji, hakimi,
etc.

Books and Pictures — What are the most common
types of books and pictures that scll best ?

Clothing materials — mill made, handloom pro-
ducts, piece-cloths, ready made garments,‘lungis’,
sataranjis, mats, etc,

Agricultural and artisanry implements — What are
the articles and implements ? Are sales of cattle,
goats, birds and other animals transacted ?

Arts and crafts — Handloom products, cane and
bamboo products, clay and wooden dolls, earth-
enware, basketry, etc.” Which are the places from
where these articles of arts and crafts usually
come for sale? Do the sellers come regularly
every year ?

Other miscellaneous articles.

21. What facilities are available for the boarding and
lodging of pxlgrlms or visitors? Are there any choultries ?
Are any special pandals erected? 1s any public feeding
organised ? Do outside visitors and pilgrims stay for more
than a day for the festival or fair ? ’

22. What are the principal arrangements for catering
recreation and amusement to the people coming to the fair?
Give details of sports, sea-saw, circus, magic, gambling,
lottery, Jatras, theatres, musical soirees, etc,, that are or-
ganised in the fair. What are the most common themes of the
Jatra and theatres etc.? Which parties come and from where
do they. come? Is there any dramatic or entertainment party
in the village itself? Give name and address of the leader
of the party. Is it possible to collect songs and themes of
the jatra and theatres ? Do the same parties come every
year? How many people do see or hear and participate in
all the amusements?

23. Isita necessaay religious ritual to drink alcohol or
?nyt.otlllsr intoxicant during the ceremonies of worship and
estival ?

24. Other remarks: Describe any other featurés:

Name of correspondent :
Address:
Occupation:

Date of sending the reply :
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there is a tunnel at a height of about 50’ on/ the right
hand side. The tunnel hasan opening 11" long u‘nd
1’ wide, through which can be seen in the lum.xlcl'ln'w
images of >ri Rama Pattabhishckam an}d ans‘al:am-
ras in a line sculptured ona rock.' Light a s'm;
the images through a hole made in the rock :uu
makes them visible. Itis wondcr'ful how the b-uu:
tiful images could bzchiselled out in o narrow 1u..mt
where only one person could pus§ 1hlrough ata t.m_uy,
1t is said that Pothana spent his time here writing

poetry and in meditation.

The total population ol the vi.ll.agc ns 295 und. it
is made up of scveral sub-communitics ol‘ Caste le'l-
dus and Scheduled Castes (7); and Musllms..‘ ThC‘ll'
means of livelihood are agriculture and agricultural

labour.

An interesting account is given of an old temple
of Rama in a dilapidated condition on the to? of‘(hc
Pattabhigutta. Singamanayaka 11, who Cons.”-u,dljd.
the temple called for sculptors to prcparc 5111‘1(1?‘%
idols of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. As lu wtﬁ
worried, since he could get none tha.t could satisfy lTns
standard, Lord Rama appecared m th_c form of a
sculptor and undertook to give hxm in nine d'uys the
idols that would satisfy the king. Accordmgly on
the ninth day, there stood in the temple exqt}nsntcly
chisclled images. A mantapam at a small dlslu‘ncc‘
from this hillock is said to bp the p‘lacc where girls
usced to entertain the kings with their dances.

Down below at the base of the hill Anapoth-ann-
yaka Il constructed a temple and rc'nsta}llcd lhc~|dols
here brought from the templc on the hill mentioned
above. The sculptures on the temples resemble Ka-
kateeya style at some places. Rcccntly,? dc-:otcc
has made arrangements for daily worship of the
idols in the temple downbhills.

There are three dargas built in memory of three
Muslim brothers, Galib Shahid, Bliole Shalud aad
Bhale Shahid who diced in battles in the days o Quii
Qutub Shah of Golconda. Two miles to the west
of the dargas there is the stone image of Akka Pol-
kamma, a female whosc breasts were cutoffl. A
strange story is said about this statuc. The last
king that ruled from this fort got prepared cups of
different sizes and ordered his servants to use them
to measure the size of the breasts of all the women
and to collect from them coins full of the cup of the

size of their breasts. A washerwoman, who resented
the idea with a sense of honour. cut off her breasts
when the king's servants were about to approach her
and died cursing the king. The downfall of the
king and extinction of the dynasty are attributed to
that curse.  That statue was installed in memory of

that woman herc.

Sri Rama Navami is cclebrated on Chaitra Sud-
dha Navami (March-April). 1t is being celebrated
for the last 2 years and is confined to the place and
managed by a devotee.

Urs is celebrated near Galib Shahid darga on
Magha Bahula Amavasya (January February), thatis
on the sccond day of Sivaratri. [t is an ancient fes-
tival confined to the residents of the neighbouring
villages who come there and hquidate their vows.
About 600 pcople congrepate.

SOURCE: 1. An article in Andhra Prabha Weekly.
dated 3-2 64.
2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furni-
shed by the Collector, Nalgonda.

2. Kishtapuram — Situated at a distance of about
18, miles from Nalgonda.

The population of the village is 970 and 'it s
made up of several sub-communities of Caste HmdUﬁ
and Scheduled Castes (194). The chiet means o.l
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-

cuttural labour.

Lord Rama is worshipped in the village.

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for 5(1:;)/5{::
Chaitram (March-April). About 500 local Hindus
congregate.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

3. Kompalle — Situated at a distance fo 20 miles

from Nalgonda.

The total populationof the village is 1,614 and
it is made up of sevcral sub-commuities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (228). The chief mecans
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Narasimhaswamy is worshipped in the
village,

Sri Narasimhawswamy Jatara is celebrated for
two days from Magha Bahula Amavasya (January-Feb-
ruary). About 200 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

4. Sarvel —Situated at a distance of 4 miles from
Narayanapur and 40 miles from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 4,430 and
it is made up of the following conununities: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Reddy, Vadrangi, Kummari, Ra-
jaka, Manzali, Gouadla, ete; Scheduled Castes (795);
and Mushims.  The chief mceans of livelihood of the
people are agriculture. agricultural labour, toddy-
tapping and other traditional occupations.

Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy temple on the out-
skirts of the village, with the copper images of Par-
vati and Siva in human form, is the place of worship
in the village.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 28 days from Magha Suddha Dasami (January-
Febraary). Kalvanam, seva (puja), rathothsavam and
santarpana arc perlformed during the fesdival days.
This festival is being celebrated for the last 35 years
and is of locai signilicance. A Brahmin of Bharad-
wajasa gotram is the pujari. Local Hindu pcople
of all communities participate in the lestival.

SOURCE:  Sri V. Pulla Reddy, Sarpanch, Sarvel.

5. Cherughat —Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 2,505 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindusand Scheduled Castes (366). The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy is worshipped in
the village. A festival is celebrated for 6 days from
Magha Suddha Sapthami to Dwadasi (January-Fcb-
ruary).  About 2,500 Hindus, local and from neigh-
bouring villages, congregate.

SOURCEL s Sratement of Fairs and Festivals Jurnished
by the Collecior, Naleconda.

6. Goplaipalle, hamlct of Narkatpalle — Situated
at a distance of 13 miles from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 2,523 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (388); and Scheduled
Tribes (11).  The chief means of their livelihood arc
agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Siva is worshipped in the village.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated for 3 days rom Ma-
gha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya (January-Fcbruary).
About 500 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals Surnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

7. Akkincpalle — Situated at a distance of 19 miles
from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 2.885 and
it is made up of scveral sub-communitics of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (568). The chief means
of livelihood of the pcople are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Balajiswaniy is worshipped in the village.

Sri Balajiswamy [estivalis celebrated for12 days
from Pholguna Suddha Ekadasi (February-March).
About 1,000 Hindus, local and from ncarby villages,
congregate.

SOURCE:  Sratement of Fairs and Festivals Surnished
hy the Collector, Nalgonda.

8. Shapalle —Situated at a distance of 16 miles
from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 1,047 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (228). The chicf means
of livelthood of the people arc agriculiure and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Narasimhaswamy is worshipped in the
village.

Sri Narasimhaswamy festival is cclebrated for
10 days in Pushyam (December-January).  About



1,500 local Hindus of all communitics participate in
the festival.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

9. Munukuntla — Situated at adistance of 12 miles

from Nalgonda and 40 miles from the Bhongir

Railway Station. As munis (sages) were belicved to

have lived here in the past, the village has come to

be called Munukuntla.

The total population of the village is 1.573 and
it is made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus—Vaisya, Reddy, Vadla, Kummari, Kamsali,
Golla, Padmasale, Kammara, Veeramushti, Chakali,
Mangali, Goundla, Telaga, Tenugu, Bestha, Velama,
Balija, Jangam, etc., and Scheduled Castes (429)—
Mala, Madiga. The chief means of livelihood of

the people are agriculture, agricultural labour,
sheep-rearing, toddy-tapping, weaving and other
traditional occupations.

The temples of Chennakesavaswamy, Anjancya-
swamy and the village deitics Marcmma, Mutya-
lamma, Kota Mysamma, with thestone images in
human form, Veerannadeva and Gangamma are
the places of worship in the village.

Bonalu festival for the village deities Mutyalam-
ma, Maremma and Kota Mysamma 1s celebrated at
a time for 3 days from Sravana Bahula Dasami to
Dwadasi (July-August).  Goats and fowls are
sacrificed to Mutyalamma in fulfilment of vows.
Animals are sacrificed once in 3 ycars to Kota
Mysamma. The villagers arc the patrons and the
followers arc Chakalis and Mangalis. The local
devotees of all communities participate. The pujari
is a Kummari with hereditary rights. Prasadam is
distributed to all and there is free feeding also. Vee-
rannadeva’s festival is celebrated for two days
from Magha Bahula Triodasi (January-February).

SOURCE: 1. Sri P. Rajireddy, Assistant Teacher,
Edulur.
2. Sri N. Lakshma Reddy, Police Patel.
Munukuntla.

10. Shaligauraram — Situated at a distance of 21
miles from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 2,855 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste

Hindus and Scheduled Castes (500).  The chief means
of livelihood of the pcople are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Sita Ramaswamy is worshipped in the vil-
lage. A festival of Sita Ramaswamy is celebrated
for 5days in Chaitram (March-April). About 300
local Hindus of all communities participate in it.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

11. Itkulpahad — Situated at a distance of about
221 miles from Nalgonda,

The total population of the village is 2,449 and it
is made up of several sub-communitics of Caste Hin-
dus and Scheduled Castes (307). The chiel means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village. A festival for Him is celebrated for 5 days
from Phalguna Suddha Panchami (February -March).
About 300 Hindus of the village participate in it.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairsand Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

12. Gudivada — Situated at a distance of 20 miles
from Nalgonda. [Itis believed that the village was
named Gudivada because of existence of a Siva tem-
ple there (gudi means temple).

The total population of the village is 1,868 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (502).  The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour, toddy-tapping and other traditional
occupations.

Lord Siva templc and Venkuateswiaraswimy temple
on a hillock are the places of worship in the village.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chathurdasi (Junuary-Fcebruary). Offerings
are made in the form of moncy also. The festival is
being celebrated since a long t'me. About 2.000
Hindus, local and from ncarby villages, participate in
the festival. One Sri Balija Vecrayya is the pujari.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held for 3 days in this connection.

Hawkers gather from other villages dealing in
sundry articles, eitables, toys, etc.

SOURCE: Sri V. Sree Rangam son of Ramanujachari,
Gudivada.

13. Vallala — Situated at a distance of 17 mijles
from Nalgonda.

The population of the village is 2,375 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (320). The chief means of their
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour.

' Lord Sambhulingeswaraswamy is worshipped in
this village. A festival in His name is celebrated for
5 days from Phalguna Bahulg Amavasya (February-
March).  About 800 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals Sfurnished by

the Collector, Nalgonda.

14. Anneparthi — Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from Nulgonda.

The population of the village is 1,185 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hin-

dus and Scheduled Castes (302). The means of their

livelihood are agricultuce and agricultural tabour

Lord Sita Ramachandraswami js worshipped in

the village. A festival is celebrated for 10 days from
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). About 1,000
local Hindus participate. ’

SOURCE:  Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by

the Collector, Nalgonda.

I5. Kakulkondaram — Situated at a distance of 8
miles from Nalgonda,

The population of the village is 868 and jt is made
up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus and
Scheduled Castes (152). Thechief means of their live-

lihood are agriculture and agricultural labour. Ra-
mulabanda is a hamlet of this village.

Lord Sita Ramachandraswamy is worshipped in
these two places. An urhsavam in His name is cele-
brated for 10 days in the period from Phalguna Suddha
Panchami to Purnima (February-March)in the village
as well as in the hamlet. About 1,000 Hindus con-
gregate from these and neighbouring villages.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by
the Collector, Nalgonda.

16. Thummalpalle — Situated at a distance of about
24 miles from Nalgonda.

The population of the villageis 795 and itis made
up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus and
Scheduled Castes (173). The chief means of their
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Ramalingaswamy is worshipped in the vil-
lage. His festival is celebrated for 6 days from Ma-
gha Bahula Dasami to Purnima (January-February)
About 1,000 local Hindus congregate. .

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals Surnished by
the Collector, Nalgonda.

17'. Chandoor — Situated at a distance of about 25
miles from Nalgonda.

. The total population of the village is 4,077 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes(136). The chief means

of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour
and other traditional occupations.

Lord Markandeswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village. A festival is celebrated for 6 days from
Chaitra Suddha Navami to Chathurdasi (March-April.)
About 300 local Hindus congregate for the festival.

SOURCE:  Sratement of Fairs and Festivals Sfurnished by
the Collector, Nalgonda.

18. Kangal — Situated at a distance of 8 miles
from Nalgonda.

The total of population of the village is 3,180 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (720). The chief means
of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour
and other traditional occupations,

Lord Venugopalaswamy is worshipped in the vil-
lage. A festival is celebrated for 3 days from Phal-
guna Suddha Purnima to Bahula Vidiya (February-
March). About 2,500 Hindus congregate from this
and the neighbouring villages.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by
the Collector, Nalgonda.



19, Nalgonda — District  hcadquarters,  Bhongir
‘s the nearcst Railway Station at o distance of
481 miles to this place. There are communication fa-
cilidtics to importantcities and towns such as Hyder-
abad, Nigarjunasagar, Suryapet, Miryalguda, Deva-
rakonda, cte.

Neelag rior Blue Hill, now called Nualgonda, was
known in the aacicntdays also and hoary tegends hail
N.ilgonda as partof the holy land trodden by Lord

Sri Rama and his consort Sita.

It is the land of successive Andiira Kings who
{ empires, ruled the Deccan and maineuned their
independence unatlsoted defying theonslaughtofeven
the great Palakesing A brauch of Kudumba dynasty
of the Andira K'nazs ruled over thes territory with
Panagal as their cap tal till Kirti Varman, the Cha-
lukyan King, conquered them. Later, 1t l'orm%‘d part
of the Waranzal Kingdom.  The Kakatecya Kings of

g e %
Warangal crected among other buidings,
Chuayala So-

bl

the tem-

ples of Sri Pachehala Someswars and St
meswird at thaterpital Panagal, which s atpresenta
hamlet of Nalgonda. Later. Nulzonda lxx:m;.u the
capital of Julal Khan, who fought many a4 vaiorous

battle against the Bahmani Kings.

Nalgonda, though taken over by the Ruajasof Wa-
rangal upon the dissolution of the Bahmani Kingdom,
was reconquered by the Qutub Shahis of Golconda,
Nalgonda was thus a strategic battle ficld where many
a king lost or won his supremacy. Though Auranga-
zeb added it to Deccan Suba, it Tiud to be reannexed
to Hyderabad only by Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah.

Exciting monuments, forts and temples, which
have survived the rai'ugcs of time and vandalism,
proclaim even to-dety Nalgonda’s glovious history and
architectural spicendour. There is a forty onc fect
high single stonc pillar of the Kukiateeya period at
Nalgonda.

The total population of the Town is 25283 and
it is made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus—Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Muthracha, Cha-
kali, Mangali, Gowda, Kapu, Vadla, Kummari,
Kamsali, Golla, Kammara, Padmasale, Veeramush-
ti, Telaga, Bantu, Bestha, Balija, Jangam; Sche-
duled Castes (3,301)-Mala, Madiga; Scheduted Tri-
bes (7); Muslims and Christians. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-

tural labour, trade, services and other traditional

occupations.  Several arc empleoyed in the Govern-
ment and Municipal oflices and Educational Institu-
tions. Along with groundnut, castor is an important

cash crop.

Two Siva temples with stone Sivalingams, Rama
temple with the images of Rama, Lakshmana and
Sita, Hanuman temple, Andal temple, Panniddaral-
wars temple (the temple of the twelve Vaishnava
saints), cight mosques and two churches are the
places of worship in the Town,  On the northern
Il there are the temp'es of Parvati Sankara, Anja-
nova, Rama and Kanakadurgamna and B amham-
ot Boorsucherra held sacred and waorshepped. These
temples on the hill arc about a furlong away from
the durza of Lateef Shah Vali Alla Khadn which
is about 450 fecr hish. At the foot of this hitl.
there s the tomb of Madar Siabieb, a Mustim samt.
On the southern bt known as the Koparalagutta
(ot residences. there stad bege the raans off ltabi-
{ation) there s a0 fiosthan (paimy worstiupped by
M i~ There is awo a0 temple which o com-
prote rune Fwowetld emdivinnelabhavi (wett ot silver
Vel w0 Paidieinc labiiey gweil of gold vessels)
are ol ancent fame. There appears to bea chain
mde of nwone in the fatter well which can be lilted

up bat cannot be taken out of the well,

Sivaratri is observed atone of the Sivalayims,
namely, Kasi Viswanathaswamy temple tor 3 days
from :\luglm Bualida Triodaxi to Anwavasya (January-
Febrary).,  Usual fasting wnd jugarana are observed
on Chatinirdasi. Nuivedvan: is oftered on the last day.
There is special deeparadhana. Coconnuts, sweet-
meats and fraits are offered. It s an old local
festival.  Vaisyas arc the patrons. A thousand
Hindus congregate.  Prasadant is distrubuted toall
and santharpana (free fecding) is arranged on the

third day.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrted in Rama temple.
This being one of the few temples of the town
wiere no special  Hindu festival is held, itis
important though only of local significance. The
Lord is decorat:d atons with Lakshmana and Sita
and worshipped. Fruus, vadapappu and panakam are
offered. A committc manages the temple and he
festival out of contributions from the devotees of
the place. Pujaris are Dravidas of Ashta gorram

with hereditary rights,

Lateef Shah Vali Alla Khadri Urs is celebrated
annually. The Vali was a great saint respected both
by Hindus and Muslims. This Vali is believed to be
one of the numerous Muslim saints that had come
to India to teach the religion of the Prophet. He
had settled down on a hillock at Nalgonda. He was
very pious and remained a bachelor till the end.
Without any distinction of caste or creed, he did
service to humanity. He relieved several people of
their physical, dome-tic, mental and economic diffi-
culties by advising them to have faith in the Lord
and to pray for relief. He gave only vibhuthi to the
dcvotees. The public of Nalgonda and of the
neighbourhood developed a great reverence for him:
and after his death a tomb was constructed on the
hill with steps to reach it. The then Nizams took
great interest in this popular saint and assigned the
whole hill to the tomb of the saint towards its
maintenance, and it has been regittered in the Vali’s
name in the government records. The hill has an
arca of 500 acres and a level plot of about two
atres on the top is u.ed to raise paddy with tie
waiter from a smail tank there and a well.

The Urs is celebrated for two days from a
Thursday in the Muslim month of Rabi-us-sani
(August-September). The gandham procession starts
at about 4 p. m. from the Madina Masjid in the
town. New silk cloth for covering the tomb on the
hitl, fruits, flowers and sweets are carried in plates
and the proce.sion passes through all the important
streets of the town. Children are taken under the
gandham for the blessings and protection by the Vali.
By the time the procession reaches the foot of the
hill, the Collector would be waiting to carry gandham
a few steps, as a token of the previous practice of

“carrying the gandham by the collector, when the

pfocesgion used to start from the collector’s office.
Then the gandham reaches the darga; and the tomb
is decorated with the new covering cloth, flowers
and garlands. Sweets and fruits are offered, and
the night is spent in reading Quran and singing the
praisc of the Lord and the Vali. On the second day,
there would be lighting on the hill, as is done during
Dcepavali, both by the devotees and the Darga
Committee, some even carrying generators on to the
top of the hill. Qawali at the Panjesha peeriakatia in

the town is a speciality during the second day and is
continued at times on the third day. This is a func-
tion in which the praise of the Valj is sung to the
accompaniment of drums and musical instruments.
Trained parties are brought over from Hyderabad
for the function.

This festival is over three hundred and fifty
years old started by a Jangam lady Nagamma,
extending to the neighbouring places of Nalgonda.
The Manager of the darga and the Urs was the
Collector of Nalgonda before Police Action. After
Independence, the management has been transferred
to a.committee. The chicf source of income is the
auction of the rights of grazing cattle on the hill of
the darga. 1t is supplemented by contributions from
.the devotees.  About 10to 15 thousand devotees,
Irrespective of caste or creed, take part in the festi-
Vfll. The mujavar is a Muslim and prasadam is
distributed to all. Daily devotces go up the hill and
offer fateha (cLianting in Arabic). On the hill, the
rocks and the trees afford shelter to those who stay
there. Tlere is a chou'try affording accommoda-
tion for about fifty persons. The Urs is usually
arranged on a Thursday when there is moonlight as
there are no lighting arrangements on the hill.  The
small tank and the well cannot supply enough water
during the period.  The committee as well as some
devotees transport water uplill.

At the foot of the hill a fair is held for two
days where eatables, sundry articles, puja articles,
ctc., aresold. A few magicians entertain the people
at the foot of the hill.

Panagal — Situated at a distance of 11 miles
from Nalgonda. Now a small village, and hamlet
of Nalgonda, it was once the capital of “ A branch
of the Kudumba dynasty of the Andhra rulers who
ruled over this territory with Panagal as their capital
till Kirti Varma, the Chalukya King conquered them.
Later it formed part of the Warangal Kingdom. "1

It was in the 11th Century A.D. that the
Cholas prospered and ruled over vast tracts of
Andhra with governors’ headquarters at Vardhama-
napuram, Kandur and Panagal. After the fall of
Thailapadeva, Udayaraju, the governor at Panagal
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declared indepenience in 1?57. UL‘lnyaraJu \'\{u‘s :
Jain and hated the Veerasaivaes. T\amayy:x .\\‘:s“.
t disciple of panditharadhya.
erasaivism in Kaliy.ga.
ture from Udayaraju,

Veerasaiva and a grea
one of the five Acharyas of Ve
Unable to withstand the tor AR
Namayya hanged himself to deth. , Pang 1L”ur; w){\.
cursed the King and left Panagal. ‘l"hcv f() ;;\\’1;;,“._
an extract from Panditharaihya Charttra by bdi
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panditharadhya had left
Panagal, the stonc poana trec ﬂowcrcq zuld\tllc‘s"wtz
cock crew and subscquently great mishaps OLLUVI'L,['
in that place. Kalponna {stonc pomm). and kfl//\()(l
e k) were the signs of Chola rute and 1l was
i‘i:ortl)f:lcizg of those days that the stone tree »\.Ioulfl
‘ nd the stone cock would crow forcboding a
fowe' & Several leading men of the plice who
prehending catastrophe because of
ere dubbed as the cowards ol

After Mallikharjuna

catastrophe.
left the place ap

this foreboding W

panagal @"?535093 Xemtheo_— Panuganti paluga-
ang

kulu).
saying in _
the extremely wise

In fact «panuganti Palugakulu” is a current
Andhra as is <Nellore Nerajanalu” i ¢,
women of Nellore.

Panagal is believed to have been the scenc of the
popular story of Balanagamma. Balanagamm‘a was
a princess and the last of the seven daughters-n}-law
of the then ruler of Panagal. Mayala Fakir, a
wicked magician of Nalgonda had come to Balana-
gamma, in the guise of a sanyasi and begged for

ms.  Thercupon when Bilanagamma. dccc'i\c\lv by
the Fakir, crosred the rah sharch ha (protective Ime)
drawn by her busband with Ctriel instriactions 1'101 to
cross it during his absence, she was converted intya
dog. taken to his hill-cave and put to many troublcs.
Hc} baby son grew up meanwhile and rescued her
ultimately. Ballads and stories ar¢ sung about
Balanagamma very popularly throughout Andhr.a
Pradesh. There is also a hint that this was the capi-

tal of King Na'a of the puranic story.

There are historical proofs that Panagal was
the scat of ruling princes successiv ely during the
times of Yadavas, Cholas, Chalukyas and Kakateey s
Jtisduring the imeof the Kakateeyas that the temples
of Panagal. renowned for architectural beauty came
into buing. Udayaraju of Choda dynasty constructe fin
the year 1124 one of the biggest tanks of the present

o . o This
Nalgonda ¢istrit to the north-cast of Panagal. Thi
tank is knowo oy Udayva Samudiam or Udavadithya
Samudiam. There is an inscnption on the tink

bund recording that SNay ilakaththuva’, a cu‘n'll.
was supplying water 1o the tank. The lastol llfc
Nizams, Mir Usman Ali Khan improy ed lh.c r,nppx‘y’
canal after constructing a dam across "As‘ut.Nch;u‘

near this Navillakalaova, 1t is known from an
inscription that the produce under the tank 'u\cl !lo
be divided in thosc days between the kinp, the
people (i.e., cultivators) and Muslims and Brehm 'ns
in the rat o oi 2:3:4 respectively. AL present, e
tank irrigates U ousands of acres of l:uu‘i‘ 'lhc:'c-
are the ruins ot @ mud fort with o arcumierence of
A number of big wells of olden days
of two miles from the village is @

two miles.
within o radius
striking fectuic of the place.

The temples of o Pachchalasomeswara ‘de
Chayasomeswara with Sivalingams are the ;ll\a‘xcf\l
ones. Chennahesavaswamy temple is also an ().xd
one. Venkateswara temple, two temples of Anja-
nevaswamy, and the temples of Mahalakshmamma,
Mutyalamma, Bangaru Mysamma, Kota Mysamma,
Kanakadureamma and a few mosques are the other
places of worship at Panagal.

Pachchalasomeswara  temple is just on the
northern side of the village. Thereare a number
of big trees within the spacious compound. f)f t“hc
temple and this is conjectured to be l.hc origin for
the epithet pachchala (green). The deity appears to

have had costly jewels of pearls and precious stones,
pachchalu  (green ones) being conspicious. The
Lingam is said to have had such a stone of consi-
derable size. The cavity on the Lingam, which is
now seen, is said to be the spot where the stone was
before it was stolen. This looks an appropiiate
origin for the epithet pachchala. During its prosper-
ous days, the temple appears to have been a place
of nityakalyanam and pachchathoranam (daily festi-
vals and festoons of green leaves). This also is
claimed to be the reason for calling the Lord Pach-
chalasomeswara. Black stone was used for the walls
and the sixty six pillars of the temple built in archi-
tecture of Kakateeya school. Thece pillars, parti-
cularly the four central ones, look as though of
recent polish.  The pictures selected and the exqui-
site art with which they have been endowed are
enchanting to a Hindu devotee. Somc of the panels
depicted arc the following : (1) Ravana Vadba {(kill-
ingof Ravani by Rama) with the se cred heads
and the trunk, (2) Jateyu Vadha (Ravena kiling
Jatayu, the crgle which obstructed Lis flight to
Lanka with Sita), (3) Ravana appearing before Sita
in the form of » mendicant, N Samudramadhanam
(churning of the ocean of mitk by Devas 2nl Danc-
vas for nectar), (5) Narasimba killin Hiranya-
kasipu, (6) Kumaraswamy killing Taraka. (7) Lord
Vishnu in the form of Mohini deceiving the Danavas
with her beauty and dance and giving the pot of
nectar to Devas, (8) Seshasai (Lord Vishnu reclin-
ing on the seven hooded serpent with Lord Brakma
in His umbilicus and Lakshmi at His feet), (9) Lord
Krishna lifting Govardhanagiri, (10) the war bet-
ween Karna and Arjuna, (11) Hanuman flying in
the air with Sanjeevi hill on his head to save Laksh-
mana whp had died in the war with Indrajith, son
of Ravana, and (12) Indra holding the court. The
other pillars and stones of the temple walls are full
of interesting representations from Hindu epics
Ramayana & Mahabharata and mythology. Astadik-
palakas with their consorts and vahanams, Brahma
and Saraswati, Ardhanareeswara (Lord Siva with
the right portion as Eswara and the left portion as
Parvati), the figure of Lord Siva in Siva Thanda-
vam pose (pose of wild dance) in the middle
of a big lotus on the ceiling arrest the atten-
tion of the visitors. The figures on the outside
of the walls of sanctum <anctorum have their
own attraction, besides the beauty of work-
manship. The several dance poses, the musical

instruments of different types and the twenty styles
in which the hzir was braided by the women of
those days which are minutely depicted throw an
interesting light on the ‘odial custems of those Cays.
The Sivaiingam has a cavity on it as described aber e,
and the Basava was n.utilcted by the Muslims. The
temple actually looks like a ruined one. The stone
elephants at the main entrance have broken trunks
greeting the visitor. The temple perhaps wou'ld have
been raged to the ground by now but for the intere: t
evinced by Sri Kishan Piaead, the then Prime
Minister of Nizam of Hyderabad who chanced to
visit the temple in 1923. Struck by the architectural
beauty of the temple, he immediately ordered the
Archaeological Department of the State to take over
the temple under its mcintenance, carry out the
possible repuirs and preserve the relics within an
enclosure ucar the temple.  These relics number
over thourind five hundred picces collected from
this temple end the Chavesemenwata temple.

Chuyatomcewara temple 15 to the cast of the
village at a qistance of one mile in the midst of the
paddy fie'ds under the tank Udayasemudram and
the Lingam in the temple is thus generally in knee
deep water. The temple hac been conttructed by
great matters of engineering <kill and of properties
of light. Round the temple in the eight corners,
there are eight mantapams of small size and the main
temple is in the middle with three sanctum sancto-
rums. The main entrance faces south, and in the sanc-
tum sanctorum on the left, there is a shadow on the
wall behind the Lingem in the form of a pillar. This
shadow pillar is always seen on the wall standing
steady in the same position throughout the day. It
can be seen there even during cloudless nights, a
couple of days before and after the full moon. This
looks like a shadow without an original object and
several have failed to trace the object of the shadow.
If one stands at the door of the sanctum and
touches the right side, the shadow of the hand
touches the left side of the shadow pillar and vice
versa. In the sanctum oppotite to this sanctum, if
one waves his hand, two puairs of <hades, one pair to
the left and one to the right appear on the walil. In
the sanctum facing the main entrance, three clear
shadows of the hind waved at its entrance are seen on
the wall, one directly infront of the entrance
and two on either side. Two more shadows on either
side are said to appear very faintly when the sky is
clear.



The side walls of the mantapam before the sanc-
tum, the two stonc pillars on the entrance side of
this mantapam, the spaces between these pillars and
between the pillars and the walls, in front of all the
three sanctums and the pillars on the half walls all
round the central space and the four central pillérs
in this space let in light in such a way as to give rise
to this interesting phenomenon of shadows. From
the centre of the central space in the temple all the
three sanctums are at a distance of fifteen feet. The
advanced knowledge of the old Indian vasthusasthra
(science of buildings and architesture) had bcc.n
mastered and given a concrcte demonstration in this
temple. It is clear that the shadow is the shudowlof
no pillar atall. It is the double shadow of the two side
walls of the mantapam and the two front walls ol the
sanctum. The other pillars and walls are 0 arrul}.
ged as not to allow any direct iight to fall on this
double shadow which stands steady on the back wall
of the sanctum in the form of a pillar.

There is a Basavain the central space whose
head was severed from the body. The cecorations
carved round its body and neck are cxquisite. It re-
sembles the Nandi in the Thousand Pillars Tempic at
Warangal both in size and workmanship. It became
a victim of vandalism. A story is current about
breaking the neck of Basava. It appzarsto have
been inscribed on the neck of th's Basiava the ombi-
guous Telugu words “&&o* \SEgo Sed®™  (Ame-

dalo dravyam kaladu).  They mean “there is wealth
at a distance of ameda or eight miles.” Attempts
were made in several places at a distance of ecight
miles from Basava to unearth the wealth. But it was
not such an easy task to locate the place, even if the
interpretation was correct. The disappointed trea-
sure hunters gave their own interpretation to the
word “‘ea5 -Amedalo”’ as “in that neck” and
broke the neck of the bull only to realise their folly
and false interprctation. It is nowhere indicated
who this great architect was except that one can infer
him to have been a Kannadiga from the Kannada
inscription in the temple. There is a big pond to the
east of the temple and the levels of water in it and
around the Lingam in the temple used to be the
same. But the pond is almost silted up now.

Sivaratri Brahmothsavam is celebrated for
eight days from Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (January-
February) in Pachchalasomeswaraswamy temple.

10

There is no car festival now as the temple car 1s out
of order and no-body has interested himselfin getting
it repaired or rencwed. On Chathurdasi the urhxuvam
commences with special worship such as leru.bln-
shekam, offerings and  prabhothsavam mn th.c night
(dragging a small four-wheeled vehicle with the
procesion idols on).  The devotees fast 1]1? whole
day. take some fruits and tiflin in the mghlund
observe jagarana the whole night attending ~to
puranas. harikathas and  blijuns. Agnigundam (fire
walking) and feast arc observed on the second ~d'fly.
Ekanthaseva is on the third day. The 1‘0111:1|l1!!1_g
five days arc spent in worship, offerings by the va-
tors an' nandikoluseva within the compound of 111}‘:
temple.  This is an ancient festival confined to lhl:
and a few nearby villuges. Some of the c;luc:}l«:ﬂ

avean ide Cthe glortous
people of Nalgonda who haveanidea of t £ )
past of Panagal and of the Lord spend the I‘n‘s.l ;m.t‘
sceond days at this sacred place. The buildig s
jooked after by the Archacological Department.
The Jangam pujari and a few Li.ng;ty.\‘l»' un.d ‘~Mn.—
Lingayat Saivites of the nlice raise o .cnpt:.m-.
and conduct the festival. A couple o’ 1!\")1|x:1|1 ! ‘ol
Hindu people from Nalgon la wnd the neighbouomg

village s congregate. The pujari is a Jangam.

chrati ‘ “haya-
There is no annual celebration at Cha

sonte .wara temple.

The car fetival at Venkate.wara temple s
celebrated fo - 10 lays (rom Vaisakha Smhlhlu Purnima
(April-May). The festival commence. with ankur-
arpanam on the first day, followed by homam on .lhc
second, dopu on the fitth, car festival on the sixth
and chakravari {bath to the Lord in the tank) on the
seventh day. There arc only processions on .thc
third, fourth. cighth and the ninth days. The festival
concludes on the tenth day with dhwajavarohanam.
This is an ancient festival and is of local signiﬁcuncg.
The pujari manages the tempilc affairs and t.hc festi-
val with the local assistance and subscriptions and
the scanty income from the 36 acres of the Inam
land, most of which is under water during the rainy
season. About a thousand local Hindus congregate.
The pujaris are the members of the Kommanduri
Brahmin family of Kowsika gotram.

SOURCE: 1. Article (based on the works by Sri
A. Bhaskararao, and Sri T. Lakshni-
narasimha Rao of Ramagiriand Sri
Madhusudanarao of Nalgonda) in

Andhra Prabha Weekly dated 3-7-63,
pages 38,40 and 41 supplemented by
the Research Assistant.

2. Places of Interestin Andhra Pradesh
by Information and Public Relations
Department, Hyderabad.

3.  Headmaster, Government Multipurpose
High School, Nalgonda.

4. Statement of Fairs and Festivals fur-
nished by the Collector, Nalgonda.

20. Melladuppalpalie — Situated at a distance of 5
miles from Nalgonda.

The population of the village is 909 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Cuastes (221)., The chief means of
their livelihood are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Lord Narasimhaswamy is worshipped in the
village. A festival 18 celebrated for 3 days in
Chaitram (March-April). Local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE : Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

21. Jangamreddigudem — Situated at a distance of
8 miles from Nalgonda.

The population of the village is 1,345 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (205). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Markandeswaraswamy is worshipped in
the village. A festival is celebrated for 3 days
from Magha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya (January-
February). About 6,000 Hindus congregate from
this village. its hamlet Ramalingalagudem and the
neighbouring villages.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

22. Thatikal — Situated at a distance of 12 miles
from Nalgonda. :

The population of the village is 1,459 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Goundla, Velama, Tenugu,

11

Balija, Padmasale, Golla, Yerukula; and Scleduled
Castes (132). The chief means of livehhood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Ramalingaswamy temple with the sfone
Sivalingam is the place of worship in the village,
Maremma and Mutyalamma are also worshipped.

Sri Ramalingaswamy Aradhanoths:ivam is cele-
brated for 5 days from Chaiira Bahula Navami to
Triodasi (March~April).

This festival is being celebrated for the past 25
years and is confined to this and ncarby villages. Sri
Podupuganti Gantaiah is performing the pvujas with
the help of the villagers. About 300 Hindus. local

and from nearby villages, congregate. The pujari is
a Balija Lingayat.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days near

the temple. A few shops are held with eatables,
toys, etc.

Bonalu are offered to Mutyalamma and Marem-
ma deities in Sravanam (July-August). Fowls and
shecp are sacrificed to the deities.

SOURCE: [, Sri M. Paramesam, Sarpanch, Thatikal.

2. i’n] Mohammad Yakub, Kotwal, Thati-
al,

23. Nakrekal — Situated at a distance of 12 miles
from Nalgonda.

The total population of the village is 3,616 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Goundla,
Tenugu, Mera, Vadrangi, Vadde, Kamsali. Padma-
sale, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Cas-
tes (604) ; Muslims and Dudekula. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Anjaneya and Siva are the places
of worship in the village.

Mutyalamma festival is celebrated in Sravanam
(July-August). Bonams are offered. Fowls, sheep
and goats are sacrificed to the deity, It is of only
local significance.

SOURCE: 1. Sri K. Swaminadhachari, Mali Patel,

Nakrekal,

2. Sri Pannala Pulla Reddy, Village Pan-
chayat President, Nakrekal.
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said to have been angered at the unceremonious way
that the sisters discussed the cost of construction of
the temple and here also after delivering a blow to
the stone pillar of the sabhamantapa (court) with His
sword, He left the place and merged Himself in the
Archapalle temple. The scar and blood marks on
the pillar are claimed as proof that stones too had
life in those days. The sabhamantapa is a beautiful
hall with 36 pillars. There are three gopurams, onc
koneru (pond), Akkachellendla bhavi (two sisters’
well) and the beautifully carved out Akkachellendla
mantapa (two sisters’ mantapa) with four pillars.
There are also the remains of a stone Nandi (sacred
bull) supposed to have been smashed into picces by
robbers with the intention of taking away the dia-
monds in its belly.

Grama Devatala (village deities) Panduga in
the name of the village deities is celebrated for a day
in Sravanam (July-August) for the welfare of cattle
and crops. Aradhana is performed to Mutyalamma.
Toddy is poured before the dcities. Sarees and
blouse pieces are offered to the deities; and goats,
fowls and sheep are sacrificed. Intoxicants are freely
used during the festival. This festival is chiefly con-
fined to the Madigas. Local Hindu people partici-
pate in the festival. A Kummari is the pujari for
Mutyalamma and Bindlas for other dcities.

Bhajans, pulikapu (abhishekam and decoration)

and aradhana are performed to Anjaneyaswamy by
the devotees.

SOURCE: Sri S. Satyamraju, Headmnaster, Primary
School, Nandapoor.

3. Etoor — Situated at a distance of 26 miles from
Suryapet and 35 miles from Jangaon Railway
Station. Regarding the name of the village it is said
that about 700 years ago a Muslim saint called Syed
Jalal Shah Bukari was living away from the village.
Desiring to have the village by his side for facility of
worship, he made the village come to his side by his
powers. Hence it was called Etoor (et mcans to
this side and vuru means village).

The total population of the village is 2,269
and it is made up of the following communities :
Caste Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Gouda,
Kummari, Chakali, Bestha, Kamsali, Sale, etc.,
Scheduled Castes (485) — Madiga, Mala; and Mus-
lims. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-
“ional occupations.
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Syed Jalal Shah Bukari darga. Hanuman
temple and the places of village deitics Mutyalamma
and Maremma are the centres of worship in the
village.

Syed Jalal Shah Bukari Urs in the memory of
that saint, is celebrated for 3 days in September-
October. Fasting is observed by the Muslims on
the first day. The Ursis being celebrated for the
past 700 years and pceople from the surrounding
villages also attend the Urs. It is estimated that
about 1,000-1,200 Muslims congregate cvery year.
The mujavars are Sycds with hereditary rights,

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days
with a few shops where sundry articles, catables
and bangles are sold.

Bullock carts are the chief means of conveyance.

SOURCE : Sri Visakha Ramachandra Reddy, Teacher,
Etoor.

4. Phanigiri — Situated at a distance of 30 miles

from Jangaon Railway Station.

_ The total population of the village is 3,286 and
it is made up of several sub-communitics of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (563). The chief means
of Tivelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Sita Ramaswamy is being worshipped by
the villagers. A festival in His name is celebrated
for 7 days from Phalguna Suddha Purnima {(February-
March).  About 1,500 Hindus of all communitics
from this and the neighbouring villages congregate.
SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished

by the Collector, Nalgonda.
5. Gottiparthi — Situated at a distance of about
25 miles from Suryapet via Phanigiri.

The total population of the village is 3,206 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Telaga, Padma-
sale, Viswabrahmin, Gouda, Golla, Kummari, ctc.,
Scheduled Castes (505) — Madiga; Muslims and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

The temples of Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy with
the stonc image in the form of man-lion, Anjaneya-
swamy with the stone image in the form of Hanuman,
Pothuluri Veerabrahmam with a stone image of that
saint, besides a Sivalingam and a mosque, are the
places of worship in the village. Village deity Mut-
yalamma is also there.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Kalyanam is cele-
brated for 3 days from Magha Suddha Purnima (Jan-
uary-February). Devotees take bath in the tank on
the hill and offer cocoanuts, camphor and agarbathies
(incense sticks) to the Lord. The festival is being
celebrated for the past 12 years. The local Hindus
congregate. Pujariis a Vaishnavite Brahmin with
hereditary rights. Prasadam is d:stributed to all.

Sri Pothuluri Veerabrahmam Ekaham is ce’¢bra-
ted for one day on Vaisakha Suddha Dasami {April-
May) in memory of that saint. The festival is being
celebrated for the past 10 years and is of local signi-
ficance. A local Viswabrahmin is the pujari. Pra-
sadam is distributed to all.

Sri Hanuman Jayanthi is celebrated for one day
on Vaisahka Bahula Dasami (April-May). Cocoanuts
and flowers are oftercd.  The local Hindus congre-
gate. The pujariis a Vaidika Brahmin of Koundin-
yasa gotram with hereditary rights. No regular
worship is. however, performed at the tempic which
is in a dilapidated conlition.  Bonams arc offered to
the dzity Matyal mma in Sravanam (July—Augu-t).

SOURCE: l. SriT. Johnaiah, Teacher, Gottiparthi.
2. Sri Mohammad Karimuddin, Teacher,
Zilla Parishad School, Gottiparthi.
Sri D. Bhasker, Teacher, Zilla Pari-
shad Secondary School, Gottiparthi.

6. Vempati — Situated at a distaince of 30 milcs
from Suryapet by road.

The population of the village is 4,599 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus;
and Scheduled Castes (641). The chief means of

livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour and other traditional occupations.

Lord Venugopalaswamy is worshipped in the
village.

Sri Venugopalaswamy festival is celebrated for 8
days from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-
February). About 4,000 Hindus of this and neigh-
bouring villages congregate without distinction of
caste or creed.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

7. Ravulapalle — Situated at a distance of about
36 miles from Suryapet via Nagaram.
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The population of the village is 1,343 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Lambadi, Telaga,
Padmasale, Kummari, etc., Scheduled Castes
(127) — Madiga, Bindla; and Christians. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

Anjaneyaswamy temple with the image in the
form ot Hanuman, village deity Mutyalamma and a
church are the places of worship in the village,

Sri Anjancyasw.:my festival is celebrated for one
day on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April).

Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days
from Sravana  Suddha Purnima  (July-August).
Bonams arc offered to the deity. Goats and fowls
are sacrificed. Usually intoxicants are taken by the
devotees at the time of Jatara. The local Hindus
congregate. The pujari 1s a Bindla with hereditary
rights.  Prasadum is distributed to all.

SOURCE: Sii B. Soma Reddy, Teacher, Ravulapalle.

8. Gummadavelli — Situated at a distance of

about 21 miles from Suryapet.

The total population of the village is 2,005 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Velama, Golla, Vadrangi, Padma-
saic. Kammaura, Goundla, Telaga, Mangali, Kum-
mari, Vadde; and Scheduled Castes (239) — Mala,
Madiga. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture, agricultural labour, toddy-tapping
and other traditional occupations.

Siva temple and village deity Mutyalamma
temple are the places of worship in the village.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated for 2 days from
Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February). The
local Hindus participate in the festival.

Bonalu are offered to the village deity Mutya-
lamma in Sravanam (July-August). Animals and
fowls are sacrificed to the deity.

SOURCE : Sri V. Satyanarayana, Gummadavelli.
9. Kukkadam — Situated at a distance of 12

miles from Phanigiri stage on the Suryapet-Jangaon
bus route.



The total population of the village is 1,334 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Goundla, Kam-
sali, Golla, Yerukula, Telaga, Padmasale, Kummari,
Muthracha, Lambadi, Jangem, ete., and Scheduled
Castes (258). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricuitural labour.

Lord Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy templc on a
hillock to the north of the villige with a sclf-mani-
fested stone image and Mutyalamma and Mahanka-
lamma temples are the places of worship in the
village.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy festival is celebra-
ted for 2days on Vaisakha Suddia Chathurdasi and
Purnima  (April-May). Jayanti and kalyanam arc
celebrated on the two days respectively.  The locid
Hindus irrespective of caste or creed congregate.
Pujari is a  Vaishnave Brabmin of Koundinyosa

gotram.  Prasadam is distributed to all.

Mutyalamma and M. henkalamma Jatara s
celebrated in Sravanzm (July--August).  Animalsare
sacrificed to the deities.  The local people participte.
A Kummari is the pijari.

SOURCE: Sri Mukkali Mohaa Reddy,  Cultivator.
Kukkadam.

10. Thungathurthi — Situated at a distancc of 26
miles from Suryapet and 52 miles from Jangaon
Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 2,616 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Bestha, Yadave;
Scheduled Castes (349); and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the pecople areagriculture,
agricultural labour, sheep-rearing and other tra-
ditional occupations.

Lord Narasimhaswamy temple is the place of
worship in the village. On the Ugadi day (Telugu
New Year festival) spccial worship is performed to
Narasimhaswamy.

Village deity Mntyalamma Jatara is celcbrated
usually when epidemics prevail in the village. Goats,
sheep and fowls are sacrificed. Ghatams i.e., pots
with holes having lamps in them, are carried on the

head in a procession as part of offerings during the
Jatara.
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SOURCE . Sri Goreti Venkata Lahshmana Reodead-
master. Zilla Parishad  Scecondery School,
Thungathurthi.

I11.  Annmavaram — Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from Jangaon-Suryepet road and 45 miles from
Jangiron Railway Stotion,

The total populition of the village is 3.501 and
it is made up of several sub-commun ties of Crte
Hindus: Scheduled Castes (d64): Muslims ond
Christians.  The chief means of fivelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Village deity Mutyalamma temple to the cast of
the village, Anjaneyaswamy temple and ldgah for
Muslims are the places of worship in the village.

The village deity Mutyalamma Jatara is celebra-
ted for a day in the end of Sravanam (July-August).
Bonams are offered.  Goats, fowls and sheep are
also sacrificed.  The local Hindus congregate.

Deeparadhana is performed before Anjancya-
swamy in Sravanum (July-August) and bhajans are
performed in the nights during the whole o that
Prasadcnt s

month. Local Hindus congregate.

distributed to all.

SOURCE :  Sri P. Rum Reddy, Headmaster, Elemen-
tary School, Annavaram.

12. Gorenta — Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from the Jangaon-Suryapet bus route and [8 miles
from Suryapet.

The total population of the village is 2,479 and
it is made up of scveral sub-communitics of Caste
Hindus: and Scheduled Castes (432). The chief
means of livelihood of the people arc agriculture
and agricultural labour.

Lord Venkatcswaraswamy is worshipped by the
villagers. A festival is celebrated for 7 days from
Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March).  About
500 focal Hindus congregate.

SOURCE :  Staiement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

13. Chinnanemla — Situated at a distance of 26
miles from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 1,254 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste

Hindus — Velamn, Golla, Vaisya, ete., and Scheduled
Castes (332). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Anjancyaswamy temple is the place of worship
in the village. " A festival is celebrated from Chaitra
Suddha Panchamito Balvilla Panchami (March — April)
for 16 days. Cocoanuts, flowers and fruits are offered.

Ttis said the festival is being celebrated for the
past 100 years. The local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE : Sri N.Venkata Reddy, Teacher, Chinna Nemla.

14. Pedda Nemla — Situated at a distance of 24
miles from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 1,176 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Goundla, Chakali, etc..
Scheduled Castes (458) — Bindla; and Mu-lims.
The chief means of livelthood of the people are agri-
culture and agri.u'tural labour.

Mdaru Saheb dargaand Anjaneyaswamy temple
are the places of worship in this village. Therc is a
Siva temple in ruins. A stone image is worshipped
in the name of Mutyalamma. Jataras for Mutya-
lamma and Maremma, the viilage deities. are cele-
brateld in Sravanam (July-August).  Goats and sheep
are sacrificed. The local Hindus participate.

SOURCE: Sy Yendrala Veeraiah, Sarpanch, Pedda
Nemla.

15. Bhikmal — Situated at a distantce of 24 miles
from Khammam Railway Station.

The population of the village is 919 and it is
maide up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Goundla, Sale, Kummari, etc.,
and Scheduled Castes (78).  The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

There is Anjuncyaswamy temple in the village.
Viliaze deity Mutyalamma is also there,

The village deity Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrat-
ed for one day in Sravenam (July-August), Local
women go to the temple with bonalu on their heads
to offer to the deity. Goats and fowls are also sacri-
ficed to the deity.
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SOURCE: Sri Md. Mansur Ali, Teacher, Bhikmal.

16. Machanpalle — Situated at a distance of 20
miles from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 873 and it is
made up of the following communities: Ca<te
Hindus — Vaisya, Golla, Goundla, Kummari, Pad-
masale, Vadla. etc., Scheduled Castes (112); and
Muslims.  The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

There is an Anjaneyaswamy temple. Viilage
deity Mutyalamma is also worshipped in the village,

Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrated in Sravanam
(July-August). Local women go to the deity with
bonalu on their heads to the accompaniment of music.
Goats and fow]s are sacrificed.

SOURCE :  Sri R. Ramanarasaiah, Teacher, Machan-
palle,

17. Miriyala — Situated at a distance of about 20
miles from Suryapet and is connected by bus service
except during the rainy season.

The total population of the village is 2,829 and
it made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Goundla, Pad-
masale, Yerukula, Velama, Vadla, Kammara, etc.,
and Scheduled Castes (383) — Mala, Madiga. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu-
pations.

Lord Sitaramachandraswamy temple, Anjancya-
swamy temple and an ancient Siva temple arc the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from
Chzitra Suddha Panchami to Triodasi (March-April),
Festival arrangements are made 10 days in advance.
Kalyanam, rathaseva, pomnaseva, garudaseva and
asvarohanaseva are  performed on successive days.
Offerings are made in the form of cash or kind in fulfil-
ment of vows. The festival is being celebrated for
the past 100 years and is of local significance. The
temple has some Inam lands in the hands of its trus-
tees Sri Seetha Satyanarayana and Sri Venkatramayya
of Padmasale caste. About 2,000 Hindus, local and
from the neighbouring villages, congregate. Pujari
is a Brahmin of Srivasthsasa gotram with hereditary
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rights. Prasadam is distributed to all and there is
free feeding also, though on a small scale.

A fair is held in connection with the festival for
10 or 15 days near the temple in the government
land. Some taxes are collected by the temple com-
mittee from the tradesmen. Eatables, utensils, lan-
terns, mirrors, combs, pictures, books, photos,
agricultural implements, textiles and toys are sold
in the fair.

SOURCE: [, Sri V. Ramulu, Teacher, H. M. P.
School, Miriyala.

2. Sri T. Rama Rao, Patwari, Mirfyala..
3. Sri G. Purushotham Rao, Patwari,
Miriyala,

18. Nuthankal — Situated at a distance of 16 miles
from Suryapet. The means of conveyance is by cart
track.

At a distance of 3 furlongs to the north-west of
Nuthankal there is a well called Sobhanala Bhavi
constructed with rocks and pillars. Though this is a
very old well and said to belong to the days of Kaka-
teeyas the water in it is still good to taste and scems
to have the effect of cooling the human system in
summer. By the side of the well, there is an old tub
carved out of a rock from which, it is said, elcphants
used to drink water. In the middle of the village
there is a rampart believed to have been constructed
by some bandits about 100 to 150 years back.

The total population of the village is 2,729 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Bramin, Vaisya, Reddy, Goundla, Golla,
Chakali, Padmasale, Telaga, Velama, Kamsali, etc.;
Scheduled Castes (411) — Mala, Madiga; Muslims and
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

Sambhulingeswaraswamy temple and Rama-
lingeswaraswamy temple are the places of worship
in the village. An Idgah, a mosque, the tomb of
Syed Tajuddin Avalia in Ramalingapuram, a hamlet
of this village, and a small temple for Savanamma,
the tutelary deity of Gollas, are also there.

Village deity Savanamma Jatara is celebrated for
a day on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) once
in two years. Gollas are the patrons for this Jatara.

Sheep and goats are sacrificed to the deity. Toddy is
used freely. A Bykani is the pujari with hereditary
rights. A few shops arc arranged for 3 days.
About 400 Gollas congregate. Bykanis recite Golla
kathalu and Katamraju katha to entertain  the
congregation.

Bonalu Panduga is cclebrated in Sravanam (July-
August) for a day on any Sunday. Local women
cook food in pots, cover them with lids with lamps
in them and carry them to the deities Maremma and
Mutyalamma. Animals and fowls are sacrificed and
toddy is poured before the deitics.

Katamaiah or Katamahesa who had his birth
from the drop of sweat of Eswara that fcll in a palm
grove while He was fighting the rakshasas is the
family deity of the Goundlas. Goundlas worship
Katamaiah usually for aday in Phalgunam (February-
March). [t is mostly confined to the local Goundlas.
A potter is the pujari.

On the first day of the Muslim month Rabi-ul-
avval (July-August) Syed Tajuddin Avalia Urs is
celebrated by the local Muslims in memory of that
saint. Malida (the powder of bread and jaggery,
offerred to the saint) is distributed to all as
prasadam.

There are no occasions of special worship repor-
ted for the two Saiva temples in the village.

SOURCE : . Sri Yanala Yadagiri Reddy, Teacher,
Zilla Parishad High School, Nuthankal.

2. Sri C. Yalla Reddy, Teacher, Zilla
Parishad High School, Nuthankal.

3. Sri K. Janaki Ramaiah, Headmaster,
Zilla  Parishad  Secondary School,
Nuthankal .

19. Chilpakunta — Situated at a distance of 10
miles from the Suryapet — Jangaon road and 20 miles
from Suryapet.

The total population of the village is 2,080 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kammara, Kum-
mari, Gouda, Golla, etc.; and Scheduled Castes
(438). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

There is a village deity Mutyalamma in the
village.

. Bonalu are offered to Mutyalamma for one day
mn rtivanam (July-August). Goats, fowls and sheep
are sacrificed to the deity.

'
SOURCE: 1. Sri G. Amrutha Reddy, Teacher,
> Chilpakunta.

2. Sri M. Narasimhachari,
Chilpakunta,

Teacher,

20. Nagaram — Sitnated ata distance of 34 miles
from Nalgonda and 34 miles from the Jangaon
Railway Station connected by bus.

The total population of the village is 2,110 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus —Braihmin, Vaisya,Reddy, Goundla,Kummari,
etc., Scheduled Castes (273) ; and Christians. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

There are small temples of the village deities
Mutyalamma, Maremma, Posamma, Mahankalamma
and Mysamma in this village. The temples of
Ramalingeswara and Hanuman are the places of
worship in the village.

Bonalu festival is celebrated for a day in the
name of each village deity in Sravanam (July-August)
for the welfare of the villagers. Bonams are offered.
Decorated carts are taken round the temple with
great speed.  Animals and fowls are sacrificed to the
deities in fulfilment of vows. The local Hindus
congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE: Sri M. Raghavachari, Teacher, Nagaram,

21. Jajireddiguda — Situated at a dis
| tanc
about 16 miles from Suryapet by road. ¢ of

The total population of the village is 5,053 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus ; and Scheduled Castes (741).  The chief

means of livelihood of the people are agriculture
and agricultural labour.

Yogananda Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy is wor-
shipped in the village.

A festival is celebrated for 12 days from Magha
Suddha Purnima (January-February). About 5,000
Hindus congregate at this festival including from the
nearby villages also.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.
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22. Uyyalawada — Situated at a distance of cbout
40 miles from the Jangaon Railway Station and 15
miles from Suryapet.

The population of the villages is 643 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Vaddera, Vadla. etc.,
Scheduled Castes (99); and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

Village deities Kota Mysamma, Mutyalamma,
Mahankalamma temples and Anjaneyaswamy temple
and peerlachavidi are the places of worship in this
village.

Jatara for the village deities is celebrated for a
day in Sravanam (July-August). Goats, fowls and
sheep are sacrificed. Local people congregate,

SOURCE : Sri K. Raghava Reddy, Teacher, Uyyala-
wada.

23. Ramachandrapuram — Situated at a distance of
2 miles from Thimmapuram motor stage which is
10 miles from Suryapet on the Suryapet-Jangaon
road. This village which was formerly near the
Musi River, became submerged after the construc-
tion of the Musi Project. Subsequently a new
village was constructed on a hilly tract nearby.,

The population of the villageis 1,130 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Reddy, etc., and Scheduled
Castes (156). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural laboyr.

Lord Sita Ramaswamy temple whith the images
in human form situated on a hillock is the place of
worship in the village.

An interesting account is given of the origin of
the Rama temple. One Sri Thappeta Mallaijah, a
Harijan, and a native of Solipet and who had been
very devoted to God since his very childhood had
left his fam'ly and village at the age of 30 years and
had gone away somewhere. Six years later, he
appeared with namams (marks of Vaishnavas) on the
forehead, with saffron coloured clothes on the
body, and with chiruthalu (cymbals) in hands
chanting the name of the Lord. He put up a hut
outside the village under a banyan tree, installed the
images of Sita, Rama, Lakshmana and Anjaneya and



began to worship them. His fame spread far and
wide and many devotees came to seck his blestings.
He was ablc to curc some chronic discases also of
the visitors with fteertham and prasadam. Onc Sri
Domalapalli Yadagiri Rao, a native of Nalgonda.
used to go to Bhadrachalam during Sri Rama
Navami every year and spend considerable money
over the pujas of the Lord. When as usual he once
went to Bhadrachalam during Sri Rama Navami, he
saw there in his dream the vision of Lord Rama who
ordained him to go to his devotee at Solipet, cons-
truct a temple as specified by that devotee and bear
the necessary cxpenses during Sri Rama Navami
celebrations at that temple. Sri Yadagiri Rao accord-
ingly went to Solipet, had the darsan of Sri Matlwiah

(now known as dusu or dedicated man). and cons-
tructed a temple on the hillock near the village. The

festival has come to be celebrated regularly lrom
that time onwards. Sri Dusu is now 75 years old
and even now he is seen always chanting " Romana-
mam’., From the time of his reappearance nobody
has scen him taking food or any other nourishment.

Sri Sita Rama Kalyanothsavam is cetebrited tor
five days from Chaitra Suddha Sapthami 1o Ekadasi
(March-April).  Kalyanam is performed on Chaitra
Suddha Navami. Cocoanuts, flowers, [ruits, money and
silver coins are offered. The festival is being celebiat-
ed for the past 40 years and is w.dely known in the
nearby areas. The chief patron is Sri Domulapalli
Yadagiri Rao. About 3.000 Hindus. focal as well as
from the distant parts of the district. congregate.
Pujariis a Vaishnava. Prasadam is distiibuted to
all.

A fair is held for 3 days near the templie with a
few shops sclling sweets, bangles, books. photos,
clothes and toys, ctc.

SOURCE: Sri Mohammad Ibrahim, Cultivator, Rama-
chandrapuram.

24, Tekmatla — Situated on the Nakrekal-Suryapet
road at adistance of 6 miles from Suryapet.

The population of the villageis 2.408 and it is
made up of scveral sub-communitics of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (587).  The chief moans of
livelihood of the people arc agricuiture and agri-
cultural labour.

Village deity Chowdamma Jatara is celebrated
for 3 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-
May). About 1,000 local Hindus congregate.
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SOURCE . Starement of Fairs and Festivals furn’shed

by the Collector, Naleonda.

25. Kandaghatla - Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from Jangaon Suryapet bus route at o distance of
9 miles from Suryapet. :

The populition of the village is 2490 and it is
made up of the followmg communities:  Cuaste
Hindus -~ Brahmin, Vaisva, Reddy,  Golla, cte.;
Scheduled Castes (342 and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture

and agricultural labour.

Lord Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy  temple is the
place of worship in the viltage,

His Uthsavam is celebrated  from Vaisah ha
Suddha Purnima to Bahula Sapthami (April-May), It
i~ being cefebrated tor the pet SO years vnd s of
local significance,  The Tocal thodus congregate.
Pujari s 4 Var-hnava Brahmin.

SOURCE:  §yf K. Rama Ruo. Azricultorist, Kanda-
Shatla.

26, Atmakur -- Situated at a distance ofabout 5
miles from the Khammam Suryapet bus route ot 8
miles from Suryepet.

The total population of the vitlage is 3,148 ond
it is made up of several sub o communities of Caste
tHindus and Scheduled Castes (599, The  chief
means of  livelthood of the people are agricul-
ture,  agricuttaral kabour and  other  traditional
occupations.

Lord Chennakesavaswamy is worshipped in the
village.  His Uthsavam is celebrated for 7 days from
Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April May),  About 300
focal Hindus congregate.

SOURCY::  Srarement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

27. Yepur — Situated at a distance of 10 miles in
the interior from the Khammam- Suryapet bus route
from a point at a distance of 14 miles from
Suryapet.

The total population of the village is 4,138 and
it is made up of several sub-communitics of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (719). The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

Mualanna is worshipped by the villagers. A
a iscelebrated for 10 days during Sivaratrii.e.,
agha Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February).
0 local Hindps of all communities congre-

Jatd
from
About
gatce.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

28. Midthanpalle — Situated at a distance of 25
miles from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 505 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Golla, Goundla; and Scheduled
Castes (63). The chicf means of livelihood of the
people are agriculturc and agricultural labour.

The Gollus of the village worship Gangade-
vamma in the village. A Jatara is cclebrated for 2
days from Vaisakha Suddha Padyami (April-May)
once in three years, Sheep are sacrificed and bonalu
offerced.

SOURCL = Sri Mahboob Khan, Teacher, Midthanpalle.

29. Kudali — Situated at a distance of about 20 miles
from Suryapct and 25 miles from the Khammam
Railway Station.  As this is the place of the coflu-
ence of 2 rivers it is called Kudali (kudali means

meeting).

The population of the village is 567 and it is
made up of the following communitics :  Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Velama, Kammara, Gouda,
Muthracha, etc., and Scheduled Castes (111). The
chief means of livelihood of the pcople are agri-
culture and agricultural labour.

The temple of Lord Sangameswaraswamy with
the Lord in the form of Linga is at the confluence
of the two small rivers of this place.

Siva Kalyanothsavam is celebrated during Siva-
ratri for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi
(January-February).  Abhishekam, kalyanam, sevas
and homams are performed. Devotees take river
bath and fasting and jagarana are also observed.
Cocoanuts, flowers and fruits are offered. The
festival is being celebrated for the past 50 yecars,
The chief patrons are Sarvasri Lakkaraju Seetharam
Rao and Narayana Rao. About 200 Hindus, local and
from the neighbouring villages, congregate. The
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pujari is a Vaidika Brahmin.  Prasadani is distribu-
ted to all and there is free feeding also.

A [air is held in connection with the festival for
2days. A few shops with fruits, eatabics and toys,
etc., are opened.

SOURCE:  Syi  Tirupathi Venkateswarlu, Teacher,
Kudali.
30. Urlugonda — Situated at a distance of 16 miles

from Suryapet ond 24 miles from the Khammam
Railway Station. The village appears to be an
ancient onc as seen from the ruined forts, ramparts,
temples, mosques and tombs and some inscriptions
on them in Persian language. A small river Paleru
flows at a distance of 2 furlongs from the village.

The population of the village is 3,080 and it
is made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Mudiraju,
Goundla, Kamsali, Vadrangi, Kammari, Telaga,
etc.; Scheduled Castes (495); and Muslims. The
chicf means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture, agricultural labour, toddy-tapping and other
traditional occupations.

Thercis Lord Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple
situated on a hillock to the south of the village with
the stone image of the Lord in the form of man-lion.
Temples of viilage deitics Mysamma, Mutyalamma,
Muremma and Katamaraju are also there. There are
a mantapam and a koneru (tank) at the foot of the
hill.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Kalyanothsavam
is celebrated for 6 days from Phalguna Suddha
Purnima (February-March). Sami puja is perform-
ed to Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy on Asvivuja Suddha
Dasami (Scptember-October) by the devotees, local
and from the ncighbouring villages. On Vajkunra
Ekadasi the Lord is taken in a procession on
vahanams to the nearby villages. Cocoanuts, fruits
and moncy are offered in fulfilment of vows. The
festival is being celebrated for the past many de-
cades. There is a temple committee and the temple
has Inam lands for its maintenance. About 1,000
Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate. The pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
near the temple. Some taxes are collected from the



tradesmen by the temple committee, Eatables,
utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos,
clothes, books, fowls, bangles, agricultural imple-
ments and toys are sold.

Swings, lottery, whirling wheels, music and
gambling, etc., afford entertainment to the visitors.

Sri Sita Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated in
this village for 4 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami
(March-April). Preparations are made well in

advance. This festival is being celebrated for the
past 5 years. Mostly the Vaisyas patronise the
festival. Hindu dovotees from the neighbouring

villages also congregate.
Prasadam is distributed to all.
also.

The pujari is a Brahmin.
There is frec fecding

Katamaraju festival is celebrated on a Sunday
in the bright fortnight of Phalgunam (February-
March) once in 2 years. Bonams are offered. The
local Goundlas congregate. Katamaraju is their
tutelary deity. The pujari also is a Goundla.

OURCE: I, Sri Kondapalli Narasimha Reddy,
Doctor, Urlugonda.
2. Sri Palavarapu Ramulu, Teacher, Upr-
lugonda.
31. Bodabandagudem, hamlet of Vibhalapuram —

Situated on the Khammam-Suryapet road at a dis-
tance of 17 miles from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 1,982 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vadla,Golla,Chakali, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(438); and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

The temple of Yelamanchamma, the village
deity, is at a distance of 2 furlongs from the village
on a hillock.

Yelamanchamma Jatara'is celebrated for 17 days
from Magha Bahula Triodasi (January-February).
There would be procession, etc. Goats and sheep
are sacrificed to the deity. Gollas are the chief
patrons. It is their tutelary deity. The festival is
of local significance. The people from the neigh-
bouring villages also attend.
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A fair is held in this connection for 3 days fox the
past 6 years ncar the temple. Eatables, utesils,
toys, etc., are sold.

SOURCE:  Sri M. Lakshmana hari, Teacher,. Vibhala~
puram.

32. Sirikonda — Situated at a distance of about 2
miles in the interior from a point 10 miles from
Suryapet on Suryapct-Khammam bus route.

The population of the village 153,764 and it is
made up of scveral sub-communitics of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (751). The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Sri Lakshminarasimhaswamy festival is celebra-
ted in this village for 3days from Vaisakha Suddha
Purnima (April-May). About 500 Hindus
congregate.

local

SOURCE: Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

33. Ravipahad — Situated at a distance of about 5
miles from the Suryapet-Khammam bus route and
12 miles from Suryapet.

The total population of the village is 2,333 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Goundla, Sale, Vadla, Kammara,
etc., and Scheduled Castes (529) — Mala and Madiga.
The chicf means of livelihood of the people are agri-
cuiture and agricultural labour.

Brahmam temple and Sri Rama temple are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Brahmam festival is celebrated for one night
in the name of that saint on Mahasivaratrii. e.,
Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February). Co-
coanuts are offered. The festival is being celebrated
for the past 4 years and is confined to this village
only. Padmasales are the patrons. Local Hindus
participate in the festival,

SOURCE: Sri G. Satyanarayana Rao, Teacher, Kota-

pahad.
34. Vattikhammampahad — Situated at a distance of
6 miles from Suryapet.

The total population of the village is 3,423 and
it ismade up of the following communities : Caste



Plate 11: An anctent temple of Piltatamari,

— Courtesy: Director of Information and Public Relations, Andhra Pradesh.

Hindys — Lambadi, etc.; and Scheduled Castes
(467). ™ ambadis are predominant. The chief means
of livelilod of the peogle are agriculture and agri-
cultural la )

The LambaNic worship their deity called Dara-
vathu Champala Devudu. A festival iscelebrated
for a day on Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April).
Animals are sacrificed before the deity. The festival
has been celebrated for the past 13 years and it is
<hiefly confined to the local and surrounding villages.

Lambadis congregate.

SOURCE: Sri G. Lakshmi Kantha Reddy, Teacher,
Vattikhammampahad.

35. Pillalamarri — Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from Suryapet. This is the birth place of a very
famous Telugu poet called Pillalamarri Pina Veera-
Bbhadra of Warangal Court. The beautiful ancient
temples in this village and Nagulapahad (Nagula-
padu) are being preserved and maintained by the
State. Ancient coins have been discovered at this
place. There are also frescoes and inscriptions in
the old Kakateeya temples with exquisitely carved
out stone pillars. There is a Kannada-Telugu ins-
<ription on a stone referring to King Ganapati dated
XSaka 1130 (1208 A. D.).  Other temples are enclosed
By a wall built of large blocks of masonry and carv-
«] with a variety of designs. There is another ins-
<ription on a stone in the temple which mentions
WRudradeva and gives the Saka year 1117 (1195 A. D.).

The total population of the village is 3,733 and
U¢ is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
¥dindus; and Scheduled Castes (796). The chief
Ineans of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
¥ gricultural labour.

Lord Chennakesavaswamy is worshipped in thig
“illage. A festival is celebrated for 2 days from
&>plguna Suddha Ekadasi (February-March). About
2 000 Hindus from this and neighbouring villages
Qongregate.

R QURCE: 1. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnish-
ed by the Collector, Nalgonda.

2. Places of Interest in Andhra Pradesh
by Department of Information and
Public Relations, A. P., Hyderabad.
Q6. Suryapet — The taluk headquarters, situated at
distance of 54 miles from the Jangaon Railway
tation.
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The total population of the town is 16,393 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (1,437). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour, trade and other traditional
occupations.

Lord Venugopalaswamy is worshipped in a tem-
ple in the town.

Sri Venugopalaswamy festival is celebrated for 3
days from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-Feb-
ruary). About 500 local Hindus of all communities
congregate.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by
the Collector, Nalgonda.

37. Durajpalle — Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 1,451 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Velama, Golla, Chakali, Goundla, etc., Sche-
duled Castes (362); and Muslims. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

There are Anjaneyaswamy temple and Kanaka-
durga temple in the village. On the nearby hillock
there are village deities Lingamantha and Chowdam-
ma. These are community deities of Gollas.

Lingamanthuni Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February)
once in 2 years. There are animal sacrifices also.
Many people, local as well as from nearby villages,
congregate. The pujari is a Bykani.

A fair is held in this connection with a few
shops for 3 days.

SOURCE : Sri R, Krishna Murthy, Teacher, Duraj-
palle.

38. Thimmapuram — Situated at a distance of 10

miles from Suryapet.

The population of the village is 1,145 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Reddy, Vaisya, Chakali, Yerukula,
Goundla. Golla, Vadla, Mutracha, etc.; Scheduled
Castes (285) — Mala, Madiga ; Muslims and Chris-
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.



There are small temples for the village  de'ties
Mu satamma, Kota Mysammaand Kanakadurgimma
and for Anjancyaswamy besides a peerflachavidiin the

village.

Jataras of the villaze deities are celebrated for
one day at the end of Sravananm (Iu'v-August) cs-
pe.itly ona Thursday or Sunday. 1t is believed
that the deities protect the villagers from discases,
ete.  Bonamys are offered. Goats, fowls and sheep
arc sacrificed in fulfilment of vows,

Sri P. Rama Rao. Teacher, Thimma-

puran.

2. Sri V. Sathaial. Teacher. Zilla Pari-
shad Scecondary Schoal, Thimswapuram.

SOURCE : ],

39. Chandupatla — Situated at a distance of 8 mites
fron® Suryapet on the Khammam-Suryapet bus route.

The population of the village is 1826 anl it s
ma-¢ up of the following communitics :Caste Hindus
— Brahmin, Vaisva, Reddy, Vel Telaga. Vadla,
Kammara, Kummari ; and Scheduled Castes (547 —
Bindla. cte.  The chief means of livelihoodof the
people arc agriculture and agricultural Labour,

Temples of Lord Venkateswaraswamy on a hil-
lo..o. Lord Siva and Anjaneyaswamy arc the places of
worship in the village, Thereare the vitloge deities
Me valamma, Mysamma, Durgamma and  Kota

My tmma also.

5ei Venkateswarsawamy Kalyanothsavamis cele-
br 2d for 9 days from Magha Suddha Fkadasi to
Bc la Chaviti (January-TFebruary).  Special worship
witn various kinds of rituals is performad on succes-
sive days. Offerings are madce in the form of cash
or . nd in fulfilment of vows. The festival 1s being
cc «orated for the past 80 years and is of local
sig Jficance. The local Hindu devotees congregate.
Pujari is a Srivaishnavaof Srivasthsasa gotram with
hes editary rights.  Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE : Syi N. R. Krishna Murthy, Teacher Govern-
ment Primary School, Chandupatlu.

40. Namaram -- Situated at a dist: nce of 9 miles
from Suryapet,

The population of the village is 2,060 and itis
made up of several sub-communitics of Caste Hindus;
and Scheduled Castes (471). The chief means of
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livelihood of the people are agriculture and agrical-
tural labour,

Konekadargamma festivel i~ cclebrated for a
day on Faisakha Suddha Purnina e April M ay), About
200 local Hindus congreeate,

Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
/[\' the Colle for, 4\.(1/‘1,'1)”(/(!.

SOURCE :

41, Penpahad  Situcted at o distance of 10 miles

from Suryvapet by road.

The total population of the village is 1,685 and
1ty mode ap ot the following communities : Caste
H ondus — Vaisva, Velama, Reddy, Yadava, Sale. ete..
and Scheduted Castes (S17), The chiel means of
Hvehhood of the peaple are agriculture and apricul-

tural labour,

A temple of Sambhulingaswamy is the place of

worsh pin the village.

The villase derty Chowdamma Jatara is celebra-
tedor 3davs from Vaisalia Suddihe Padvami ( Apri
Mavy., Cocoanuts are offered and ammals and towls
are sacrificed. About 3
to 4 hundred people from the neighbourimg villages
Pujari s a Yadava with hereditary

Yadavas are the pations.

also congrevate,

rights.

SOURCY Sri G Janardhana Rao, Teacher, Penpahad.,

42, Cheedalla — Situated at o distance of S miles
from Moddalachervu stage on the Suryapet  Vija-
vanwada bus route and 20 mides from Sursapet.

The toted population of the village is 2.488 and
itis made up ol the following communities: Caste
Hindus  Reddy. Golla, cte., and Scheduled Castes
(647).  The chict means ol livelihood of the people

are agriculture and agricuitural labour.

Hanuman  temple and Ranganavakulaswamy
temple are the places of worshipin the sillage, There
isa temple of the village deity Tirupatamma on a

nearby hillock.

Tirupatamma Jatara is celebrated for 6 days
from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February).
Goats, fowls and sheep are sacriticed. The festival
1s being celebrated for the past 30 years and is con-
fined to the nearby villages. About 4,000 pceople,
local and from the nearby villages. congregate.

) 2

A\fcw shops are opened during the festival.
Sanitary and health conditions are looked after at
that tim\é_by the concerned authorities of the

Government.-

|

@
@

SOURCE : Sri R. Nageswara Rao, Village Level Worker,
Cheedalla.
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Section 111
HUZURNAGAR TALUK

elamarri — Situated at a distance of 4 miles from
the Hydecrabad-Masulipatnam road and 24

miles from Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 1,801 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Kalali, Kam-
mara, Tamballa, Kummari ; Scheduled Castes (293);
Muslims and Christians.  The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people arc agriculture, agricultural
labour, trade and other traditional occupations.

Lord Ranganayakaswamy temple, with His
imige resembling that in the shrine at Sreerangam,
Ramalingeswaraswamy temple and Anjancyaswamy
temple are the places of worship in the village. There
is a peerla chavadi as also a church in the village,

Sri Ranganayakaswamy Adhyayanothsavam is
celebrated for 510 7 days in Pushvam (December-
January). Portions from Vedas and Upanishads arc
chanted. Offerings are made in the form of flowers,
cocoanuts, money, cte. The festival is of local signi-
ficance. Local Hindus participate.  Vaishnavas are
the pujaris. Prasadant is distributed to all.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February) in Ramaling-
eswaraswamy temple. A Tamballa is the pujari,

SOURCE : Sri M. Danaiah, Teacher, Nelamarri,

2. Madhavaram — Situated by the side of the Hyder-
abad-Masulipatnam road and 25 miles from Huzur-
nagar.

The population of the village is 1,498 and it is
made up of the following communities :  Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Telaga. Kum-
mari, Kammara, etc.. Scheduled Castes (221)—
Bindla; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Venkateswaraswamy and Rama

are the places of worship in the village. There are vil-

lage deities Mutyalamma and Kanakadurgamma.

Sr1 Venkateswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated fora day on Magha Suddha Purnima (January-
February). Vaishnavas are the pujaris. Prasadam is
distributed to all.

Sri Rama Navami is also celebrated in the tem-

ple of Sri Rama for a day on Chaitra Suddha Navami
(March-April).

Mutyalamma and Kanakadurgamma Jataras
are cclebrated for a day in  Sravanam (July-August)
according to the convenience of the villagers. Fowls,

goats and sheep are sacrificed. The patrons are
Bindlas.

SOURCE: [, Sri K. Ramaraju, Headmaster, Madha-
varam.

2. Sri Raghu Sreenivasulu, Teacher, Madha-
varam.

3. Repala — Situated at a distance of 18 miles from
Huzurnagar.

The total population of the village is 5,568 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (1,332). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, ag-

‘ricultural labour and othes traditional occupations.

Lord Lakshminarayanaswamy temple was const-
ructed by the erstwhile Zamindars of Munagala
Estate, about 150 years back on a small hillock at a
distance of 4 furlongs to the north of the village.
There is a koneru (pond of water) before the temple.

Sri Laukshminarayanaswamy Kalyanothsavam
iy celebrated for 7 days from Phalgung Suddha
Purnima (February-March). About 1,000 Hindus,
local and from the neighbouring villages, congregate.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

4. Vallapuram — Situated at a distance of 18 miles
from Huzurnagar.



The population of the village is [.485 and 1t is
made up of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (234) ;
and Muslims. The chicf mcans of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and ag.icultural labour.

There is Lord Balakoteswaraswamy temple on
a hillock at a distance of 1} miles from the village.
The deity is in the (orm of a Sivilingam.

Sri Balakoteswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 5 days durirg Mahasivaratri from
Magha Bahula Triodasi (January-February).  Offer-
ings are made in the form of cocoanuts. {lowers and
money in fulfilment of vows. Steers are also offered
for the service of the deity.

The festival is being celebrated for a long time
past, i. c., for about 100 years. 1Itis only of local
significance. About 2,000 Hindus, locil and from
neighbouring villages, congregate. The pujari is a
Tamballa.

A petty fair 1s held in this connection near the
temple.  Eatables, bangles, carthen pots. lanterns,

torchlights, mirrors, combs, photos. eic., arc sold
there.

SOURCE: &yi K, Ramakoteswara Rao.
Vallapuram.

Parwari,

5. Venugopalapuram, hamlct of Brundavanapuram -
Situated at a distance of 17 miles from Huzurnagar.

The population of the willage 1s 2,254 and it iy
made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (874). The chiefl
mcans of livelihood of the people uare agriculture
and agricultural labour.

Rama temple constructed aboul 25 years ago is
the place of worship in this village.

Sri Rama Navamiis celebraied “or 4 days {rem
Chaiira Suddha Navami (March-April). About 400
local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector. Nalgonda.

6. Thammarabandapalem — Sityated on the Kham-
mam-Huzuinagar road at a distance of 11 miles
from Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 1.510 and its
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
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and Scheduled Custes (182).
livelithood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural fabour,

Lord Sri Rama is worshipped in the viltage.

Srr Rama Navenuis celebrated for 4 days from
Chaitra Suddha Naveni (March=Ap-ily,  About 200
local Hindus congregate for the testival,

SOURCE: 1, Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnis-
hed by Collector, Nualgonda.

2. Statement of Fairs and Festivaly furnished

by the Superintendent of Police, Nalgonda.

7. Narasimhapuram, hamlet of Akupamula — Situated
at a distance of 10 miles from Huzurnagar.

The population of the willage is 3.370 and 1t is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (425). The chiel means of
livelthood ot the people are agriculture and agiicul-

tural labour.

Lord Kodinda Ramaswamy is worshipped in

the village.

Sri Kodinda Ramiswamy Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 3 days from Kartika Suddha Purnima
(October -Nosember).  About 500 tocal Hindus cong-

regate.

SOURCE [ Sratement of Fairs and  Festivals fur-
nished by the Collector, Nalgonda,

2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals fur-
nished by the Superintendent of Police,
Nalgonda.

8. Bethavolu — Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from Huzurnagar.

The total population of the village is 6,473 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (1,061).  The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture
and var'cultural labour.

Lord Ramalingeswara~wamy v worshipped in
the village,

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 3 days from Magha Bahula Chathurdasi
{January-February). The festival is widely known

The chiel meens of

in these parts of the district.  About 3.000 Hindus of
all communitics congregate from this and distant
places also.

SOURCE :  Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Superintendent of Police, Nalgondu.

9. Kokkireni - Situated at a distance of 7 miles to
the south of Munagala which ison the Hyderabad-
Masulipatnam roud and 10 miles from Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 1,208 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus -— Brahmin, Kamma. Reddy, Yadava; Sche-
duled Castes (250); and Muslims. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy temple is the place
of worship in the village. The deity is represented
by a Lingam and procession idols made of copper.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Padyami
(February - March). Cocoanuts are offered. The
festival is being celebrated for the past about 75 years
and is of local significance. The Zamindar of Muna-
gala Estate is the trustee of the temple. The local
Hindus of all communities participate., A Vaidika
Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram is the pujari. Prasa-
dam is distributed to all and there is free feeding to

some extent.

SOURCE : Sri T. Venkataratna Rao, Karnam. Kokki-
reni.

10. Kutubshapuram — Situated at a distance of 15
miles from Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 907 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Goundla, Kamsali, Vad-
rangi; Scheduled Castes (76); and Muslims. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

Lord Sri Rama temple with His image in human
form, a Siva temple and a church are the places of
worship in the village.

Sri Ramt Navami is celebrated for two days on
Chaitra Suddha Navami and Dasami (March-April).
The festivaj is being celebrated for the past 40 vears
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but is of only local significance. Brahmins are the
patrons. Local Hindus participate in the festval.
Pujariis a Brahmin of Parasara gorram.

SOURCE :  Sri E. Janakirama Reddy. Teacher, Kutub-
shapuram,

Il. Somaram — Situated at a distance of 18 miles
from Huzurnagar by road.

The population of the village is 1,424 and it is
made up of Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes (196).
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Someswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village.

Sri Someswaraswamy Kalyanamahothsavam is
celebrated for 15 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami
(February-March). The festival is widely known in
these parts of the district. About 10,000 Hindus
including from the distant villages congregate.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Superintendent of Police, Nalgonda,

12. Dirisencherla — Situated at a distance of 14
miles from Huzurnagar by road.

The population of the village is 2,726 and it is
made up ot several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (402). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural tabour,

Lord Lingeswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village.

Sri Lingeswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated for a day on Magha Bahula Amavasya
(January-February). The festival is of local signi-
ficance. About 500 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: 1. Statement of Fairs and Festivals fur-
nished by the Collector, Nalgonda.

2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Superintendent of Police, Nalgonda.

13. Yellapuram — Situated at a distance of 7 miles
from Hyderabad-Masulipatnam Road and 14 miles

from Huzurnagar,



The population of the village is 1,485 and it 1s
made up of Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes (234).
The chief means of livelihood of the pcople are
agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lingamanthuni temple on the banks of the Ri\%'r
Musi to the west of the village is the place of worship
in the village. He is the family deity of Golla
community.

Lingamanthuni Jatara is celebrated for 2 days
from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February).
Goats and sheep are sacrificed. Cocoanuts are offered.
The festival is being celebrated for the past 20 years
and is of local significance.  About 500 Gollas, local
and from the nearby villages, congregate.

SOURCE : Sri V. Rangachari, Teacher, Yellupuram.

14. Janapahad — Situated at a distance of 24 miles
from Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 1,223 and 1t b
made up of Caste Hindus —Brahmin, Kummg. Vadla.
ete., Scheduled Castes (202) — Mala, Madiga; and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

There is Shareef Hazarath Jan Pak Shahid darga
in the villuge.

Shareel Hazarath Jan Pak Shahid Urs is celebra-
ted for a day on the 6thday of Rujjab (Nm.‘cmb%-,—
December) in memory of that saint. TheUrs s .bCI,“,g
celebrated for the past 30 years and 1s of local signifi-
cance. The mujavar is a Musiim.

The darga owns 61 acres of Inam lands. About
4.000 Muslims. local and from the nearby villages,

congregate.

SOURCE : Sri V. Venkaiah, Headmaster, Janapahad.

15. Kalmalacheruvu — Situated at a distance of 10
miles from Huzurnagar.

The population of the villuge.is 2,103 and it 15
made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Golla. Vadde,
etc., Scheduled Castes (482); and Muslims. The
chiel means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture, agricultural labour, sheep rearing and other
traditional occupations.

There are the temples, constructed by ancient
kings, of Venkateswara and Siva which are now in a

dilapidated condition. There 1s o temple of Hanunan
also.  Formless stones are worshipped as the village
deitics Mutyalumma and Poleramma and they have
no temples,

The village deities Mutyalamma and Poleramma
Jataras are celebrated for a day in Sravanam (July-
August), Sheep are taken in a procession with music
and are immolated before the deities. The Jataras
arc of an ancient origin and arc of Tocal significance,

Local Hindus participate in these Jataras.

SOURCE ©  §ri Ch. Venkatarama Narasaiah. Assistunt
Teacher. Zilla Parishad Secondary School,

Kalmalacheruvu.

16. Pongodu - Situated at a drtance of 14 mules
from Huzuarmagar by roud.

The total populition of the village is 3834 and

s made up of the following communities @ Caste
Hindus Brauhmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Perika, Guundl;l..
Padmasale, Golla, Kamma, IDgmmara, Vadrangi,
Kamsale. ete.. Scheduted Castes (615) NMushims and
Christians.  The chiel means of livelthood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, toddy
tapping and other traditional occupations.

There isan ashran of Ponnala Rajayogi m this
village.  There are also o church and three temples.

Sri Rajayogt Uthsavam i celebrated tor 3 days
from Margasira Suddha Purnima (o Bohula Vidiva
(Novcmhcr—l)cccmhcr). Ponnala Rajayogi i the
guru pcemd};ipa!lti. The festival has been celebrated
for the past 4 years and is of focal significance.  The
aim of the celebration is to inculcate a spirit of
dharma in the participants and also propagation of
dharma. Sri Vasireddi Venkatappaiah, a Kamma, is
the chief patron. The local  Hindus congregate.
There would be community feasts among the disci-
ples and patrons who throng from other places also.

SOURCE . 4n Knumcrator.

17. Boorugugadda - - Situated ata distance of 23
miles from Huzurnagar and 34 miles from the
Khammam Railway Station,

The population of the village is 1.865 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus -~ Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Goundla, Golla.
Vadla, Kamma. Balija, Chakali, Muthracha; Schedule
Castes (323); and Muslims, The chief means of

livelihood ofthe people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Lakshminarasimha Venugopalaswamy temple in
a big compound and Rama temple are the places of
worship in the village. There is also the village
deity Mutyalamma.

Sri Adivaraha Lakshminarasimha Venugopala-
swamy Kalyanothsavam is celebrated for 10 days
from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Panchami
(March~April). This festival is celebrated in con-
nection. with the vardhanthi of Sri Nammalwar, a
Vaishnava sage and prophet of South India. Adhya-
yanothsavam, paramapadothsavam, kalyanothsavam and
radhagajaseva are the important rituals and the func-
tion concludes with ananda dolothsavam. Offerings
are generally made in the form of money.

The festival is being celebrated for the past 100
years and is of local significance. About 2,000 Hindu
devotees of this and the nearby villages congregate.
A Vaishnava of Srivathsava gotram is the pujari.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held fora day in this connection in the
temple compound. Eatables, utensils, mirrors, combs,
books, photos and toys, etc., are sold. Pand
erected.

als are

Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrated in Sravanam
(July-August). Prabhas are taken in procession.

Animals are sacrificed. Local Hindus participate in
the Jatara.

SOURCE: ], Sri Sunkara Paparao, Teacher, Boory-
gugadda.
2. Sri M, Raghavachari, Headmaster,
Boorugugadda.

18. Macharam — Situated at a distance of 24 miles
from Miryalguda,

The total population of the village is 1,319 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Kamma, Golla,
Vadla, Sale, Kamsali, Velama, Chakali, Goundla,etc.,
Scheduled Castes (232) — Mala Dasari, Madiga,
Mala ; and Muslims. The chief means of liveli-

hood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour,
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There are village deities Mutyalamma and
Ankamma in the village. There is Rama temple in
the hamlet Karakkayalagudem of this village. .

The village deity Mutyalamma Jatara is celebra-
ted for two days in Phalgunam (February-March),
Prabhas are taken in procession on the first day.
Animals are sacrificed on the second day. The

Jatara is of local significance. The local Hindus of
all communities congregate.

SOURCE: 1. Sri Kancherla Rama Reddy, Teacher,
Machavaram.

2. Sri P. Veera Reddy, Headmaster, Pri-
mary School, Karakkayalagudem.

19. Gudibanda — Situated at a distance of 9 miles
from Huzurnagar by road.

The population of the village is 2,179 anditis
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (296). The chief means of

livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

There is the darga of Hazarath Khaja Garibah
Nawab in this village.

Sri Hazarath Khaja Garibah Nawab Urs is cele-
brated for 2 days from the 6th day of Rajjab
(November-December) in memory of that saint. The
Urs is of local significance. About 2,000 people,
local and from the neighbouring villages, congregate,
without any distinction of caste or creed.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals Sfurnished
by the Superintendent of Police. Nalgonda.

20. Thogarrai — Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 1,368 and it
is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Reddy, Telega,
Golla, Goundla, Muthracha, Vadla, Padmasale
Vaddera, etc., and Scheduled Castes (218). Thé
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

Sri Venugopalaswamy temple with His Image in
human form is the place of worship in the village.

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to



Purnima (April - May). There would be procession
of the deity through the streets of the village. The
festival is being celebrated for the past 10 years and
is of local significance. The villagers are the patrons.
The local Hindus of all communitics participate.
The pujari is a Vaishnava of Harithasa gotram.

Sri Ch. Subrahmanya Sastrv. Teacher,

Thogarrai.

SOURCE:

21. Huzurnagar — The taluk headquarters, situated
at a distance of 36 miles from the Khammam Rail-
way Station. There are communication facilitics to
Nalgonda, Miryalguda, Jaggayyapet and Khammam.

The total population of the town is 7.952 and it
is made up of the following communitics: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Muthracha,
Goundla, Golla, Vadde, Sale, Mudiraju, Viswabuah-
min, etc.. Scheduled Castes (1,417); Muslims and

The chief means of livelihood of the
labour. trade.

Christians,
people are agriculture, agricultural
services and other traditional occupations.

There i» & Rama temple with a well-built com-
pound wall, which is constructed about 100 years
back and also a Siva temple in this village. There
are village deities Mutyalamma and Kanakadurgam-
ma, a mosque and a church.

Sri Ramaswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebrated
for 5 days from Kartika Suddha Chathurdast (October
Sita Rama kalyanam and aradhana ave

November). : '
are made in the form ol

performed. Offerings Lo
mongy, cocoanuts, flowers and fruits, ete.  The l.csll-‘
val is being celebrated for the past 30 years and 1s of
local significance. The pujari is a Srivaishnuava.
The temple has Inam lands of 500 acres. Only focal
Hindus participate in the festival.  Prasadam i
distributed to all. Free feeding is arranged to

some extent.

The village deity Mutyalamma Jatara is celebra-
ted for a day in Sravanam (July-August). Prabhala-
uthsavam, with not less than 100 prabhas is celebra-
ted. Fowls and animals are sacrificed. Bonams are
offered. Local Hindus are the patrons, About
10,000 Hindus congregate from this and neighbouring

villages. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in this connection at a place 2
miles away from the village for one full day and
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night. Eatables. bangles, books and photos. etc., are
sold.

Kolatams. bhajans and lotteries arc the items of

cntertainment to the visitors.,

Another function celebrated in the town is Sni
Thyagaraja Uthsavam singe the fast 3 to 4 years.
The uthsavan goes on for 3 days every year and an
expenditure of about Rs. 3000 is incurred on it.
There would be musical performances and  harikatha
kalakshepams,  Persons proficient in these are invi-
ted from many places.  Huge pandals are erected to
accommodate the audience.

1. Sri V. Somaiah, T'eacher, Huzurnagar.
2. 8Sri K. V. Reddy. B. A.. Teacher, Zilla
Parishad High School, Huzurnagar.

SOURCE::

22. Mattapalle -— Situated at a distance of 20 miles
from Huzurnagar.

The total population of the village is 557 and it
ts made up of various communitics of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (27). The chicf means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture and agricultural

labour.

Lord Lakshmi Narastmhaswamy temple s the
plice of worship in the village.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy festival is cele-
brated tor 3 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima
(April-May). The festival 1s of local significance.
About 4 000 Hindus congregate from this and nearby
villages.

1. Statement of Fuairs and Festivals fur-
nished by the Superintendent of Police,
Nalgonda.

2. Sri Kotayya. Agriculturist, Pedaveedu.

SOURCE:

23, Pedavecdu — Situated at a distance of 12 miles
from Huzurnagar. Chintalammagudem is a hamlet
There was once a deity named

of this wvillage.
was called

Chintalamma and hence the hamlet

Chintalammagudem,

The population of the villige is 2,676 and it 1S
made up of the following communities :  Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Lambadi, Golla, etc., and Sche-
duled Castes (278). The chief means of livelihood

of the peoplc are agriculture, agricultural labour and
sheep rearing.

Rama temple with an idol of the Lord in human
form is the place of worship in Chintilammagudem,
There arc also the wooden images of the village
deities Mutyalamma and Maremma.

Mutyalamma and Maremma Jatara is celebrated
for a day in Sravanam (July-August). Sheep, goats
and fowls are sacrificed to the deities.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in the temple
at Chintalamm :gudem. Offerings are made in the
form of cocoanuts and money. The festival is of
local significance.  Local Hindus participate in the
festival.

SOURCE: |. Sri K. Narasimha, Teacher. J. B. School,

Pedaveedu.
2. Sri M. Bal Reddy, Teacher, Pedaveedu.

24, Raghunadhapalem — Sijtuated =t a distance of 3
miles from the River Krishna und I¢ miles from
Huzurnagar.

The population of the village is 2,556 and it is
made up of the Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes
(117) ; and Muslims.  The chiel meuns of livelihood
of the people are agricuiture and agricultural labour.

Ramua temple with the imuages of Sri Rama,
Lakshmana and Sita in human form ; a mosque and
a church are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated for 5
days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (Apri-May).
The festival is of local significance. Local Hindus
participate in the festival.  Pujari is a Brahmin.

SOURCE:  Sri T. Venkataramanaiah, Headmaster, Ra-
ghunadhapalem.

25. Mellacheruva — Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from Huzurnagar, 12 miles from Mukthyala, whence
plies a boat upto Vijanyawada on the River Krishna
and 42 miles from Khammam, the nearest Railway
Station,

. The total population of the village is 5,630 and
it Is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Reddy, Vaisya. Kamma, Balija.

[99)
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Padmasale, Kummari. Yerukula, Komsali, Kommara,
Vadde, Golla, Tamballa, etc., Scheduled Castes
(536) ; Muslims and Christians. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture. agricul-
tural labour, trade and other traditional occupations.

There is the temple of Sambhulingeswaraswamy
at a distance of about 4 furlongs to the south of the
.\ilvlage. Sri Swayambhu Sambhulingeswaraswamy
15 in the form of a white Sivalingam, about 6 feet in
height and onc foot in dizmeter. The temple was
constructed in an area of 10 acres of land. There is
the temple of Kumeswari Devi with Her image in
human form at a distance of 20 yards from this
temple within the compound. There is the temple of
Ganga Devi constructed by Yadavas about 20 yards
away from this temple. The temples of Anjaneya-
swamy, Swanthy Someswaraswamy. Veerabhadra.
Kanakadurga and Venkateswaraswamy are in the
villuge. whereas the village deities Mutyalamma,
Ankamma and Mysamma are outside the vittage,
A church (oo is there.

Formerly to the south of the village, there was
a thick forest. During the period of the Kakateeyus
of Warangal, some Yadavas used this palace as a
pen for their cattle. One day in one of the cow-pens,
a round stone in the form of a cucumber was found.
The shepherd picked it up and threw away.  But it
was again found in the same place on the following
day. And for three days the same phenomenon took
place. On the last day, Lord Siva appeared in a
drecam to the Yadava and commanded him to cons-
truct a temple for Him in that place lest his family
would vanish. The Yadava did accordingly. After-
wards Reddy Rajahs of the area assigned 100 acres
of land for maintenance of the tempic. Subscquently.
however, the temple fell into disrepairs and almost
nobody frequented the inner sanctorum. In the year
1930 the temple was renovated owing to the efforts of
the villagers and the dfiwaja pillar was erected with
all attendant formalities. From that year onwards
regular daily worship and annual functions have been
going on. About 10 years back a ceremonial chariot
was also got made for the temple,

As the Lord manifested Himself in the form of a
Lingam, He is named Swayambhulingeswaraswamy
(swayambhu means self-manifested). There is a hole
of about 2 inches in circumference on the top of the
Lingam and that would be full of water at all times.



The water never overflows norisever below the level,
The Lingam which was initially in the form of a
small cucumber, has grown now to a height of about
6 feet and for every one foot there is a round line
naturally formed on the Lingam. Each of the six
lines formed so far arc decorated with a kumkum dot.
It is said that the seventh line ts also forming; that
is, the Lingam is still growing in height. There is
an ancient koneru (pond) in the compound ot the
temple, but water is at a depth of about 250 feetin
it. Since the year 1930 p:opie of the village and the
neighbourhood developed intense devotion for this
deity. Most of the children in the village are called
by the names of this God and His consort. Some
years after 1930, a pandit examined the spot and
potnted out that the temple of Siva wasa few feet
bzhind the Parvati templeand suggested thatit would
be better to dig the carth between the two temples,
The people did wccordingly, and they found a stone
Nandi and some stones of an ancient mantapant.
As the image of Parvati was somewhat in ruins,
another image in the name of Kameswari was instal-
led and also a new mantapam was constructed, A
Kasi (Benaras) is famous because of the  River
Ganga, this place was called ‘Dakshina Kasl” (South
Benaras)as there is water in the Lingam in all seasons.
The sacred water is taken by the devotees os a pre-
cious teertham in all veneration,

Sti Swayambhu Sambhulingeswaraswamy Kalya-
nothsavam is celebrated during Mahasivaratri for 5
days from Magha Bahula Chathurdasi(Jan uary-Febru-
ary). Festival arrangements arc made one week in
advance by the Temple Committee, under the presi-
dentship of the Taluk Tahsildar.On the first day pra-
hhas, which are sometimes even 20 yards high, come in
procession. Kalyanam, uraseva (village procession),
rathothsavam, ponnaseva, vasanthothsavam and pava-
limpuseva are performed on the successive days.
Money, silver and gold ornaments, cocoanuts, fruits
and flowers are offered to the Lord by the devotees.
Also the devotees whose desires are fulfilled offer
cows and calves and tie them to the dhwajastham-
bham. The Temple Committee sells them in an
auction and the sale proceeds are utilised for the
celebration. It is belicved that issueless women who
perform pujas for 5 days in wet clothies, would be
blessed with children. Fasting and jegarana are also
observed. The temple has 100 acres ot dry land and
2acres of wet land endowed toit forits maintenance.
A portion (1/8th) of the income received by way of
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offerings to the deity during the festive days s taken
over by the Government and the rest is credited to
the funds of the temple.  About 10,000 people in-
cluding from the districts of Hyderabad, Warangal,
Guntur, Krishna and Nalgonda congregate for this
Sivaratri festival.  Pujari i~ a Tamballaof Kowndin-
yasa gotram with hereditary rights.  Prasadam 1S
distr'bute ! to all,

A fair is held in this connection near the temple
inan area of 40 acres for § days.  About 60 to 70
petty shops are held dealing in catables, utensils,
bangles, lanterns, mirrors, combs, glassware, pictures,
photos, books, mats, clothes, toys, fancy goods and
other sundry articles.  Huge pandals are crected at
the place. A cattle fair is also held during this

period.

Bhajans. kolatams, dramas, Harikatha kalakshe-
pams, sports and games,  merry-go-rounds, magic
shows, music performances, ete., provide entertain-
ment to the congregation. Pocts and musicians are
also invited and there would be competitions in
music. bhajans, kolatams, cte.

As regards Lord Venkateswaraswamy temple in
the village, it is reported that naivedyam and decpara-
dhana are performed daily. The pujeri is a Nambi
with hereditary rights, The temple has 50 acresof
dry land and 2 acres of wet land endowed to it forits

maintenance.

SOURCE : [, 8ri T. Narayana, Teacher, Mellucheruvu.
2. Sri Tadakamalla Janardhana Rao, Tea-
cher, Mellacheruvu.

3. Sri Akkiraju Ranga Rao, Teacher, Mella-
cheruvu,

4. SriVutukuru Krishna Murthy, Student,
Mellacheruvu.

26. Kandibanda — Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from Huzurnagar and 36 miles from the Khammam
Railway Station,

The population of the vitlage s 2182 and it is
made up of the following communities @ Caste
Hindus - -Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Velima, Vadrangi.
Kamma, Kamsali. Golla, Padmasale, Yerukula, ete.,
Scheduled Castes (596) ; Muslims and Christians.
The chief meians of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional
occupations.

There is in this village Chennakesavaswamy
temple with a stone idol of the Lord in human form
with 4 hands holding sankhu, chakra, gadha and
padmam. There is also the village deity Mutyalamma.

Sri Chennakesavaswamy Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 3 days from Magha Suddha Purnima
(January-February). Aradhana and pujas are per-
formed on the morning of the first day. In the
evening the idols of the Lord and His consort are
decorated as bridegroom andbride and taken in a
procession to Kalyanamantapam where kalyanam is
parfor med.

The festival is being celebrated for the past 100
years and is of local significance. A Vaishnava
Brahmin of Bharadwajasa gotram is the pujari, The
temple owns some Inam lands. About 500 local
Hindus congregate. Teertham and prasadam are dis-
tributed to all. Sports and bhajans are conducted at
the time of the festival.,

At a distance of 4 furlongs {rom the village to
the east, there is a hillock on which there is a Siva
temple of about 200 feet high which is now in ruins.
There is a Sivalingam in the temple as also some
idols of Ganapati, ete. The hillock is called Sivu-
nigutta (hillock of Eswara). Now-a-days. no plja
is performed in this temple.

Two furlongs to the south of the village therc is
a tank below which bund there are some mango trees
in whose midst there is a well called Nagulabhavi.
The water is sweet and villagers drink water of this
well only. It is said that there was an ant-hill by
the side of the well over which there were some
shrubs of sweet smell and that there had been a big
cobra in that ant-hill about 10 years back and the
villagers used to pour milk, etc., in that ant-hill on
Nagula Chaviti. There are some black stones around
on which nagas (cobras) are carved. If women,
while in their monthly periods, went there, the old
cobra used to turn them away from the well, Now-a-
days the cobra isno more. But, when women in
menses touch the well, the water becomes foul with
bad smell for a week. It is somewhatan interesting
thing around the village.

SOURCE : |, Sri K. Ramulu, Teacher, Kandibanda.
2. lllegible.

27. Adlooru — Situated on the banks of the River
Krishna at a distance of 20 miles each from Huzur-

nagar, Jaggayyapeta in Krishna District and Pidugu-
ralla Railway Station on Guntur—Macherla line in
Guntur District.

The population of the village is 1,259 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus— Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Tamballa, Telaga,
Golla, Muthracha, Goundla, Viswabrahmin, Perika,
etc.,and Scheduled Castes (258) — Mala, Madiga. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour,

The temple of Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy, with
the Sivalingam and the temples of Ramaswamy and
Anjaneyaswamy are the places of worship in the
village,

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Paruveta festival is
celebrated for a day on Asviyuja Suddha Dasami, that
is Vijaya Dasami (September-October). The deity is
taken in a procession in the village on a vahanam.
Zammipuja is performed. One Sri Singavajhala
Venkata Subrahmanyam, a local Brahmin, is the
patron. Local Hindus take part in the festival.
Tamballas and Brahmins are the pujaris. Prasadam
is distributed to all.

SOURCE: Sri D. Pandu Rangarao, Teacher, STS.
Sobhanadriguda,

28. Reballi — Situated at a distance of 20 miles
from the Piduguralla Railway Station on Guntur-
Macherla line in Guntur District and 30 miles from
Nalgonda.

The population of the village is 390 and it is
made up of Caste Hindus — Brahmin, Reddy, Lam-
badi, Muthracha, Vadla and Kammara, etc., and
Scheduled Castes (109) —Mala and Madiga. The
chief means of livelihood of the pecople are agricul-
ture and agricultural tabour.

Venkateswaraswamy temple with His stone
image the temples of Anjaneyaswamy and Chandra-
mouleswaraswamy are the places of worship in the
village.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 3 days from Phalguna Suddha Chathur-
dasi to Bahula Padyami(February-March). Offerings
are made in the form of cash or kind. The devotees
take bath in River Krishna. The festival is being
celebrated for the past 20 years and is of local
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significance. One Sri Jeedikanti Ramarao is the chicf distributed to all.

patron.  The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is SOURCE : Spj

. . Kambhampati  Hanumaiah, Patwari'
a Brahmin of Bharadwajasa gorram. Prasadam is

Reballi.
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The population of the village is 374 and it is
nade up of scveral sub-communitics of Caste Hindus

nd Scheduled Castes (42). The chief means of
ivelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
ural labour.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy is worshipped in the
illage.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrated
,r 3 days in Phalgunam (Fcbruary-March). About
70 local Hindus congregate.
JURCE : Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished

by the Collector, Nalgonda.

Anumula — Situated on Devarakonda-Miryalguda
_ad at a distance of 18 miles from Miryalguda.

The population of the village s 1,577 and it is

ade up of the following communities : Caste

foot-prints of Lord Rama on a flat stone on the
banks of the river Ahalya and hence, the village is
called Ramadugu (Rama + Adugu-—adugu means

foot).

The total population of the village is 1,100 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Telaga, Yadava,
Goundla, Muthracha, Kamma ; and Scheduled Castes
(230). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Kodanda Ramaswamy temple and Rama-
lingeswaraswamy temple are the places of worship
in the village.

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Kalyanamahothsavam
is celebrated for 10 days from Chaitra Suddha Pan-

[ <
N=-lo s ‘ . s— Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, ete; and Scheduled : ) i
< %.- .\ J ! indu 2) — Mala and Madiga. Agricultore, agri- chami (March-April). Special items of worship are
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o] AR T * ' ral labour and other traditional occupations are ; i .
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\\ — i pemoans vamy in a compound with no temple. There are of the foot-prints of the Lord. The festival is of
\ o T e also the village deities Mutyalamma and Edamma, ancient origin but is confined to this and the nearby
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Sivaratri festival is celebrated at Sri Ramu-
lingeswaraswamy temple for 3 days from Magha
Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya (January-February),
Offerings are made.  Fastingand jagaranaare obser-
ved. The celebration here is of ancient origin and
is of local significance. About 2,000 Hindus, local
and from the necighbouring villoges, congregate
without any distinction of caste or creed.  The pujari
is a Smartha Brahmin of Harithasa gotram. Prasadum
isdistributed to all. There is daily worship with
naivedyam at the temple.

A fair is held in conncction with this testival also
for 10 days near the temple on similar lines as men-
tioned above.

SOURCE: Sri P. Sathyanarayana Reddy, Teacher,
Ramadugu.

4. Sreenadhapuram — Sitwated at a distance of 20
miles from Miryal-uda by road.

The population of the village is 571 and it is
made up of the following communities @ Caste
Hindus — Sale, Muthracha, Telaga, Reddy, cte :and
Scheduled Castes (129).  The chiet means of liveli-
hood ofthe people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Sri Rama temple is the place of worship in this
village. Another Rama temple is in the locality
inhabited by Scheduled Castes. There is the temple
of village deity Mutyalamma.

The village deity Mutyalamma Jatara is celebra-
ted for one day in Sravanam (July-August) in the
mterest of welfare of the villagers. The animals are
decorated with flower garlands and margosa leaves
and taken round the village with music before they
are sacrificed to the deity, The local Hindus
congregate.

SOURCE: Sri T. Ramakrishna. Headmaster. Sreena-
dhapuram

5. Y*erraballi~Situatcd at a distance of 18 miles
from Miryalguda by road.

The population of the village is 1.586 and it 1s
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (277). The chiel means of

livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

RE]

Lingamanthunt  Panduga s celebrated for 3
daysin Phalgunam (February-March).  Local Hindus
congregate.

SOURCE:  Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector. Nalgonda.

6. Gopalapuram — Situated at a distance of [4 miles
from Miryalguda by road.

The population of the village s 223 and it is
made up of sveral sub-communities of Custe Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (370, The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Sri Gopalaswamy lestival is celebrated for 7
days from Chaitra Suddha Navamito Purnima (March-
April). Hindus from this and the neighbouring villa-
ges congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and  Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

7. Amangal  Situated at o distance of 7 wiles from
Suryapet and 14 miles from Miryalguda.

The population of the village is 2,411 and it s
made up of the following communites @ Caste
Hindus - — Brahmin,  Vaiya,  Reddy,  Muthracha.
Golla, Telaga, Sale. Goundla, Tamballa, etes
Scheduled Castes (600); and Mushims,  The c¢hief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture

and agricultural labour.

The temples of Lord Ramalingaswamy. the deity
beingrepresented by a stone Sivalingam, of Sita Ra-
maswamy and of Hanuman arc the places ol worship
in the village. Thercis abio the village deity Mut-
yalamma.

Sri Ramalingaswamy Kalyanothsavam s cele-
brated for 3 days from Phalguna Suddha Purnima
(Fcbrunry—Mnrch). Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers
are offered. The procession of Parvati and Parames-
wara is taken round the village. The local Hindus
irrespective of caste or creed congregate.  Pujaris
are Tamballas. Prasadam is distributed to ullt
Abhishekams to the Lord are performed on Sivaratn

davy.

SOURCE: Sri Nedunuru Venhateswara Rao. Patwari.

Amangal.

8. Salknoor — Situated at a distance of 12 miles from
Miryalguda and 40 miles from Khammam Railway
Station.

The population of the village is 1,438 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Vadla, Kammara,
Goundla, Golla, Kamsali, Kummari, Muthracha,
Telaga, etc., and Scheduled Castes (158). The chief
means of livelihood of the pecople are agriculture
and agricultural labour.

The temple of Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy is the
place of worship in the village.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy festivalis celebra-
ted for 8 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi (Feb-
ruary-March). The festival is being celebrated for
the past 150 years. The local Hindus congregate.
Pujari is a Vaishnava of Harithasa gotram with here-
ditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all,

SOURCE: Sri Boyinavalla Sreenivasa Rao. Patwari.
Salknoor.

9. Buggabhavigudem —— Situated at adistance of 7 miles
from Miryalguda on Miryalguda-Nalgonda road.

The totzl population of the village is 542 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus—Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, etc ; Scheduled Castes
(109) — Mala, Madiga; and Muslims. The chief

means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

There are the village deities Kanakadurgamma
and Gangadevamma. The latter is the family deity
of Gollas.

The tutelary deity Gangadevamma Jatara is cele-
brated on a Sunday in the bright fortnight of Mag-
ham (January-February) once in 2 years. Puja is
performed. Goats and sheep are sacrificed to the
deity. Cocoanuts are offered. Jagarana is observed
by the devotees. The Jatara is being celebrated for
the past 50 years and is of local singnificance. About
1,000 Gollas, local and from the neighbouring villa-
ges, congregate.

A fair is held for a day near the temple with a
few shops. 1Itis believed that the deity descends on
some Gollas during the festival, when they dance in
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common step to the tune of drums. People gather
to sec this.

SOURCE:  Sri Jamamoddin, Mali Patel, Buggabhavi-
gudem.

10. Guntipalle — Situated at a distance of 5 miles
from the Miryalguda-Devarakonda road and about
16 miles from Miryalguda.

The population of the village is 505 and it s
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Telaga, Golla, etc ;
and Scheduled Castes (110). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Lord Chennakesavaswamy temple with the image
in human form is the p'ace of worship in the village.

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated
for 11 days from Margasira Suddha Panchami to
Purnima (November-December) .
paramapadothsavam. etc., are ce'ebrated. Offerings
are made in the form of cocoanuts, fruits. money.
etc. The festival is being celebrated for the past 6
years and is of local significance. The chief patron
is Sri Mereddy Venkatrama Reddy. The local
Hindus congregate. The pujari is Sri Mangalagiri
Desikacharyulu. a Vaishnava Brahmin of Kasyapasa
golfram.

Kalyanothsavam,

SOURCE:  Sri G. Narsimham. Teacher. Guntipalle.

11, Muppavaram — Situated at a distance of about 3
miles from the Miryalguda-Devarakonda road and
about 15 miles from Miryalguda,

The population of the village is 1,793 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (421). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrated for
3days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May).
About 200 local Hindus congregate on each day of
the festival .

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.



12. Bokkamanthalapahad — Situated at a distance off
2 furlongs’from Miryalguda-Devarakonda road and
10 miles from Miryulguda.

The population of the village is 376 and it 15
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
— Brahmin, Vaisya. Reddy, Golla, Kamsali. Kummari,
Chuokali. Telaga ; Scheduled Cactes (58) - Madiga .
and Muslims.  The chief means of livelihood of the

people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

There is a temple oi Sri Anjuneyaswamy w th
the idol in the form oi Hanuman.  There are: Ihothe
village deitics Mahankalamma. Kanakadurgamm..
Mutyalamma. Kota Mysamma. Boddurayi and Ped-
damma.

A special worship iv performed to Sri Anjancya-
swamy in Pushyam (Dcecember- Jan uary).

Jatara for the village deities is celebrated for one

day during Sravanam (July -August) according to the
convenience of the villagers.  Goats. fowls and sheep
are sacrificed. The local Hindus congregate. Naivedyam
is offered by a Kummari and animals are sacrificed

by a Chakali.

Rum Krishna Reddy. Teacher.

SOURCE: . Sri K.
kamanthalapahad.

Primary School. Bok
> Sri K. Lakshmi Narayan Rao. Patwari-
Bok kamanthalapahad.

13. Vempahad — Situated ata distance of 12 miles
from Miryalguda on the Miryalguda-Devarakonda

road.

The population of the villageis 1,155 and itis
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
— Vaisya. Reddy, Kammaru, Golla. Goundla, Telaga,
Mangali, Chakali, Bestha, Balija, etc.. und Scheduled
Castes (267). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural lubour.

There isanidol of Sri Anjaneyaswamy under
the shi:de of a margosa tree. Thereare also the village
deities Kota Mysamma.  Mutyalamma, ete.. and
Boddurayi in this village. ruins of (wo
Saivaite shrines by the sidc of the road. The Siva-
lingam is of a striking size made of well polished
stone in the first temple.  inthe secon:d tempie there

There arce

is only a beautifully corved pedestal (painevaitam) of

a Sivalingam. Around the Sivalingam there isun

40

ant-hill and 1t s said to be the abode of an old cobra.
There is an image of naga (serpent) by the side of
the Siva temple and a big idol of Vighneswara by the
side of the road. 1t is believed by the villagers that
<ome more images might be lving buried in the

vicinity of the temple.

Jatara of the village deitien s celebrated for a
day in Sravanam (July-August) accordmg to the con-
venience of the villagess Gotng on vanavasam {(picnic)
Gouats, sheep and fowls are

s animportit atem
Local

siordiced to the deties i fulfilment ot vows.
tindus of all communities puticipate in the festival.

There would be special ttems o worship to Sri
Anjancyaswamy n - Sravanam (July August). The
deity is decorated s and cocoanuts. agarbathies and
camphor are offered.  Bhujans cnd spoits are conduc-
ted during the whole of Sravanam v the name ot this

celebration

SOURCY : Sri A Markandeyachart Headmaster, Pri-

mary School. Vempahad.

4. Perur — Situated at 2 distance of sbout 17 nules
from Miryalguda.

e total population of the yvillage 1s 2059 and
itis made up of severul cub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes 454y, The chief
means of livelihood of the peoplie aie agriculture and

agricultural labour.

Lord Someswaraswamy 1s worshipped in the

village.

Sri someswaraswamy testival s celebrated for 2
days on Magha Bahula  Chathurdasi and  Amavasya
(January-February).  About 300 local Hindus con-
gregate on cach day of the fe tival,

SOURCE : Statemient of Fuairs and Festivals turnished

by the Collector. Nalgonda.

15. Peddavoora - Situated on Miryalguda-Devara-
konda toad at a distance of abeut 25 miles from

Mirveiguda,

The populatononotthe village is 2.282 and it is
made up ol serveral cub-communities ot Catse Hindus
and S_heduled Castes (602). The chief means of
Livelihood of the people are agriculure and agricul-

tural labour.

» ww
. L‘ord Uma Maheswara*my is worshipped in the
village,

Sri Uma Maheswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for two days on Magha Bahula Chathurdasi and
Amavasya (January-February). Local Hindus con-
gregate.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

16. Thungathurthi — Situated at a distance of one
mile from the Miryalguda-Devarakonda road ata
distance of 24 miles from Miryalguda. Ramannag-
udem is a hamlet of this village.

The total population of the village is 2,243 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Golla, Lumbadi, etc., Scheduled
Castes (291) — Mala,Madiga; and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

A The temple of Lord Someswaraswamy with the
deity represented by a stone Sivalingam is the place
of worship in the village,

At Ramannagudcm thereis the tutelary deity of
Lambadis called Lal Musandu Lakshman Sadu repre-

sented by a cement statue, 4 feet high and in human
form, ’

Sri Someswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated for 2 days from Magha Suddha Sapthami
(January-February). Kalyanam of the Lord js perfor-
med. Cocoanuts, fruits, money, etc., are offered to
the Lord by the devotees. The festival here has been
celcbrated since a long time, Ttis of local significance
The temple has 60 acres of Inam land. The locul.
Hindus, irrespective of caste or creed, congregate
There is a pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all, '

Lal Musandu Lakshman Sadu Jatara is celebra-
ted in Chaitram (March-April). A fire pit is arranged
before the deity.  Ghee is poured into the fire and
payasam is cooked on it and distributed to all.
Offerings are made in the form of money, silver and
even gold ornaments. A he-buffalo is sacrificed to the
deity on the day of the celebration. The Jatara is
being celebrated for the past 12 ycars and is widely
kpown. The Lambadis. locally and also from other
districts, congregate for the festival. The pujari is a
Lambadi of Ramavathu gotram with hereditary rights.
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SOURCE: j, .S;lrt Abdul Azeez, Teacher, Thungathur-
tnt.

2. Sri P, Srinivasa Rao, Assistant, Teacher,
Thungathurthi. :

}7. Chelkurthi — Situated on the road from Nagar-
]upasagar to Hyderabad. 1t is ata distance of 37
miles from Miryalguda and 22 miles from the
Macherla Railway Station in Guntur District.

o The total population of the village is 5,823 and
it Is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya. Reddy, Golla, Telaga,
Mangali. Chakali, Lambadi. Kummari, Kammara,
Kamsali, Yerukula, Goundla; Scheduled Castes (763);
and Muslims. The chief means ol livelihood of the
people are agriculture. agiicultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

‘ Anjuneyaswamy temple is the place of worship
m the villuge. There is the village deity Mutyalamma
ma smali area with the image in female form.

The vlage deity Mutyxlamma Jatara is cele-
brated for a week from Sravana Suddha Purnima
(July-August). Gouats, fowls, sheep and cattle are
sacrificed. Intoxicating drinks are essential. The
local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: Sri A.V.G. Sastri. Teacher. Chelkrthi.

18. Nellikal — Situated at a distance ol 4 miles from
Nagarjunasagar Dam and 22 miles from Miryalguda-

The population of the village is 1.800 and it is
madc up of the following communities: Castec Hindus
— Reddy, Yerukula, Lambadi, etc., Scheduled Castes
(163); and Scheduled Tribes (5). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

There is a small temple of the village deity
Kanakadurgamma in this village. There is a ruined
Siva temple at a distance of one furlong from the
village. The ruins occupy a vast area of 120’ x 120
and there are about 40 stone pillars. There are a
koneru and also some wells nearby. Only broken
pieces of idols and Lingams are extant now. There
are no inscriptions found regarding the temple and
the village. But, one gets an impression that there
might have once flourished a large township pro-
tected by well fortified walls.



—

Kanakadurgamma Jatara is celebrated for one
day in a year. Fowls and goats are sacrificed. Local
Hindus congregate.

SOURCE : Sri Mora Ramanachari, Teacher, Nellikal.

19. Sunkishala — Situated at a distance of 5 miles from
Nagarjunasagar and 35 miles from Miryalguda. It
is in the interior of hills and there are no roads to
this village.

The total population of the village 1s 768 and 1t
is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Muthracha, Vadrangi, Lambadi.
etc., Scheduled Castes (49); and Muslims.  The chicef
means of iivelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and sheep rearing. ctc.

There is the temp'e of the village deity *Mutya-
lamma with a stonc image in shakti form with 16
hands.

Mutyalamma Jatera is celebrated for a day on
Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February).  Goats,
fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity,  The festi-
val is of local significance. The local Hindus and
from the nearby villages congregate, irrespective of
caste or creed. Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE: Sri Pammi Koti Reddy. Assistant Teacher.
Sankishala.

20. Borraipalem Situated at a distance of about §

miles from Devarakondu—Miryulgulda road and 25
miles from Dachepalle Railway Sl:mgn on Gunt.ur_
Macherla Section of the Southern Railway. It is b‘,
lieved by the villagers that about 200'ycurs b.uck this
village was called Maresapuram and it was ina very
flourishing condition.

The population of the village 13 979 and it 1s

made up of the following communitics: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Kanchara, Yerukula, Lambadi, etc.,

Scheduled Castes (214) ; Scheduled Tribes (14) ; and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temple of Lord Venkateswaraswamy is the
place of worship in the village.

Sri Venkateswaruswamy festival is celebrated for
11 days from Magha Suddha Dasami to Bahula Pan-
chami (January-February). Various kinds of special
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worship are performed on the successive days. On
Purnima, kalyanam is celebrated.  Offerings are made
in various kinds like cocoanuts. fruits, money, etc.
It is of ancient origin and is of local significance.
One Sri Kandala Venkatarangacharyulu is the trustec.
About 2,000 Hindus. locally and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate without any distinction of caste
or creed.  Pujari ts onc Sri Srinivasacharyulu. . Pra-
sadam is distributed to all and there is free feeding.

A fair is held in connection with the festival
Taxes are collected by the Village

near the temple.
Eatables.

Panchayat Board from the tradesmen. :
photos, pictures, cocoanuts, bangles. cte., are sold
there. Burrakathas. bhajans and dramas afford enter-

tainment to the crowds.

SOURCE: Sri Mohammad Firoz Ali. Headmaster.
Borraipalem.

21. Miryalguda — The taluk headquarters. situated
at a distance of 19 miles from Suryapet and at a dis-
tance of about 25 miles from  Nalgonda, the district

headquarters.

The popu'ation of the town ‘l‘\ ll10‘79 zmd. it 15
made up of several sub-communities ol Lu.\t‘c-l'lmdus,
Scheduled Castes (1.385) 5 and Scheduled Tribes (l?.
The chief means of livelihood of the people arc agri-
culture, agricultural labour, trade. services and other

traditional occupations,
Lord Siva is worshipped in the town,

Mahasivaratiiis celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February). About 400
local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE:  Sratement of Fairs and  Festivals furnished
by the Collector. Nalgonda.

22, Damercherla — Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from the River Krishna and 11 miles from Miryal-
guda by road.

The total population of the village is 3,344 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of" Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (361). The chief mcaqs
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and agr-
cultural labour.

There is the village deity Mutyalamma in the

village.

Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
from Vaisakha Suddha Chathurdasi (April-May).
About 500 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

23. Adavidevulapalle — Situated at a distance of 15
miles from Miryalguda. 1t is just within a distance
of about 2 miles from the River Krishna,

The population of the village is 2,659 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (299). Thechief means of liveli-
hood of the people or agriculture and agricultural
labour.

There is the village deity Kanakadurgamma in
the village.

Kanakadurgamma Jatara is celebrated for 6 days
from Vaisakha Suddha Chathurdasi (April-May).
About 200 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector. Nalgonda.

24. Tallaveerappagudem — Situated at a distance of
12 miles from Miryalguda. 1Itis about?2 miles from
the River Krishna.

The population of the village is 1,043 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (97). The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour,

There is the village deity Kanakadurgamma in
the village.

Kanakadurgamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
in Vaisakham (April-May). About 200 local Hindus
congregate.

SOURCE : Stratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

25. Vadapalle — Situated on the borders of Nalgonda
and Guntur Districts at the confluence of Krishna and
Musi Rivers and at a distance of 15 miles from
Miryalguda. As this was the vada (place of residence)
of boat-men plying across the River Krishna it was
called Vadapalle. The name Vadapalle was changed
to Vazirabad after the occupation of the fort by the
Muslim rulers, Prataparudra, the Kakatiya king
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who was ruling the Andhra Desa between 1292 A.D.
and 1369 A. D. from Ekasilanagaram {Warangal) as
his capital, constructed a fort near Vadapalle. on the
banks of Krishna and Musi Rivers. This fort occupied
some thousands of acres of land and was having a
compound wall of 4 miles perimeter. It is said that
though the Vadapalie fort has been in ruins, one gets
a glimpse into the beauty of sculpture of those days,
their religious practices and their social history. A
view of the flowing waters in the two rivers from the
top of Agasthyeswaraswamy temple is a delight to
the visitors. There were three main towns, namely
(1) Veerabhadrapuram (2) Narasimhapuram and (3)
Agasthyeswarapuram with stone-built gateways in
the Vadapalle fort. 1t is said that the towns gotthe
names because of the temples, the important of them
being of Narasimhaswamy and Agasthyeswara-
swamy.

The total population of the village is 1,453 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (191). The chiel means

of livelihood of the people are agriculture. agricul-
tural labour and other traditional occupations.

The two renowned temples of the village are of
Narasimhaswamy (Vishnu) andAgasthyeswaraswamy
(Siva). The special significance of the Sivalingam
here is that there is an open crevice at the top of it
and it is always scen filled with water. Even if some
of the water is removed, the level reaches again
within no time. It is an enigma how water manifests
itself into the Sivalingam which happens to be at 400
feet above the water level in the river. Tt is called
Patalaganga reertham about which is current a legend.
A bird when chased by a Boya (hunter) hid itself
near Eswara. The Boya came into the temple and
asked Lord Eswara to give him back his bird. Lord
Eswara refusing to release the bird, promised to give
him whatever he chose except that bird. When the
Boya wanted food, Lord Siva gave off His brain to the
Boya. 1t is said that Patalaganga took its origin
from the crevice so formed. Due to the depression
on the top, the Lingam looks as though it was a
ruined one but it is not actually so.

There is another legend about the origin of the
temple. The great sage Agasthya was thirsty when
he had been carrying Siva and Kesava in two baskets
of a kavadi (a bamboo pole with two strings at each
end for carrying loads across the shoulders). He
gave the kavadi to a shepherd and went to the river to



quench his thirst.  No sooner did Agasthya return
from the river than he found the baskets kept on the
ground and the shepherd boy missing.  He could not
1ift the kavadi again. Then he heard 4 big shout from
that place. Agaisthya viewing from his yogadrushti
(celestial vision) that that place would become &
punyakshetram (holy place) installed Lord Eswura
there. The Lord is called Agasthyeswaraswamy as
it was Agasthya who installed Him there.  There is
an image of sage Agasthya also in the temple.

Vadapalle Narasimhaswamy is onc of the Pan-
chanarasimhas on the banks of Krishna. The five
places are Vadipalle. Mattapalle, Vedadri. Mangata-
giri and Kethavaram and at all these places there
are temples of Nurasimhaswamy.  An arresting
feature in the temple of this place is that there are
three deepams before the idol of Narasimhaswamy
and the middle deepam which is right below the nose
of the Lord always twinkles, whercas the other two
remain steady. It is believed that the twinkling is
due to the respiration of the Lord. There are the
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images of the dwarapalakas (gate keepers) on cither
side of the doorway.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated on Magha Bahula
Chathurdasi (Janunary- February) in the Agasthye-
swaraswemy temple. The devotees take bath at the
confluenee of the rivers and have darshan ol the Lord.
Thou.ands of Hindus, local as well as from the
distint places. congregate for the festival.

Krishna Pushkarantis observed here once in 12
years.  There are facilities of  communications. tra-

vellers bungalow. ete.. tor the pilgrims.

[tis also said that there are proposals to cons-
truct 2 cement factory at a costol onccrore ol rupees
near Vadapalie and theretore there s scope for the
place to become a big pilgrim centre.

SOURCE: [, Statement of Fairsand Festivals furnished
hy the Collector, Nalgonda.

2. An article in Andhra Prabha Hlustrated
Weekly, dated 2-5-62.

DEVARAKONDA TALUK
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Section V

DEVARAKONDA TALUK

garampeta — Situated at a distance of 16 miles

to the cast of Hyderabad-Devarakonda road.

The population of the village is 1,113 and it is
made up of following communities : Caste Hindus —
Brahmin, Reddy, Vadrangi, Golla, Kammara, Vaisya,
Padmasale; Scheduled Castes (303); and Muslims.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture and agricultural labour.

Sthambhagiri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple,
with a stone image of the Lord in the form of man-
lion and Anjancyaswamy temple are the places of

worship in the village.

Sti Sthambhagiri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Ja-
ara is cclebrated for 10 days from Magha Bahula
Padyami to Dasami (January-February). An impor-
tant tcauture of the festival is rathothsavam on
Offerings are made in the form of money
or kind. The (estival is being celebrated for the past
90 years and is of local significance. About 3,000
Hindus, local and from the ncighbouring villages,
congregate.  Pujari is a Vaishnavite Brahmin with

hereditary rights.

Sapthami.

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days near
the temple. A few shops sclling eatables, utensils,
lanterns, ctc., are held.

SOURCE: Sri B. Kondaiah, Police Patel, Sarampeta.

2. Yarugandlapalle — Situated at a distance of 37
miles from Devarakonda and 43 miles from Hyder-
abad.

The total population of the village is 2,148 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Brahmin, Kapu, Golla,
Gowndla, Kamsali, etc., Scheduled Castes (248); and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture. agricultural labour, sheep-rearing
and toddy tapping.

Sri Bugga Narasimhaswamy temple on a hillock
at a distance of 3 miles from the village and Rumalin-
geswaraswamy temple near the village on another hil-
lock are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Bugga Narasimhaswamy Rathothsavam is
celebrated for 8 days from Phalguna Bahula Tadiya
to Dasami (February-March). Special items of wor-
ship are performed on the successive days. Cocoa-
nuts. fruits, money, gandadeepams and castor oil for
deeparadhana arc offered.  The devotees take bath in
the gundam (pool) on the hillock, before having dar-
shan of the Lord. The festival is being celebrated
for the past 60 years and is of local significance. The
chief patrons are Yaishnava Brahmins. About 3,000
Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed.
Pujari is a Vaishnavite. Prasadam is distributed to
all and there is arranged free feeding also to some

people.

A fair is held in this connection near the temple.
A few shops are held selling catubles. utensils, lan-
terns. mirrors, combs. pictures. photos and hand-
loom clothes, etc.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 5 days from Chaitra Bahula Padyami to Panchami
(March-April). On the first day the procession ima-
ges of the Lord are taken from the village to the hil-
lock in & procession on a palanquin and ankurarpana
is performed. Special worship is performed on the
subsequent days. Offerings are made in the form of
cash or kind in fulfilment of vows. The festival is
being celebrated for the past 12 years and is of local
significance. Local Hindus and from the neighbour-
ing villages congregate without any distinction of

caste or crced. Pujariis a Saiva Brahmin. Prasadam
is distributed to all.
SOURCE: Sri Polepalli Kishan Rao, Agriculturist,

Yarugandiapalle,

3. Tirugandlapalle — Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from the Devarakonda-Hyderabad road and 24 miles

from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 958 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Reddy, Vaisya, Gowndla, Golla, Vadla, Kam-
mara; Scheduled Castes (175); and Muslims. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-

ture and agricultural labour.



There is a village deity Brahmadevudu in the
form of a stone with no temple.

‘Bramhadevuni Jatara is celebrated for 4 days
from Vaisakha Bahula Sapthami (April-May). On one
day garuda seva is performed. The festival is being
celebrated for the past 15 or 20 years and is of local
significance . About 400 Hindus, local and from
nearby villages. congregate.

A small fairis held in connection with the Jatara.
Eatables, mirrors. combs, books and photos. etc..

are sold,

SOURCE:  Sri Ahmad Abdul Aleem, Co-operative
Extension O fficer, Devarakonda.

4. Madnapur — Situated at a distance of 2 furlongs
from the Hyderabad-Devarakonda road and 26 miles
from Devarakonda.

The population of the villuge is 402 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Reddy, Vaisya, Golla, Chakali, Vad-
de, Vadla, Kammara; Scheduled Castes (69); and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Lord Narasimhaswamy, Siva and
Anjaneyaswamy arc the places of worship in the
village.

Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy festival is celebrated
for 6 days from Chaitra Suddha Chathurdasi to Bahula
Chaviti (March-April). On thefirst day thalambralu,
on the second garudaseva, on the third day seva, on the
fourth pularatham (a car decorated with flowers), on
the fifth rathothsavam and on the sixth dopu and chak-
ratheertham are performed during the festival. Offer-
ings are made in the form of cash.

The festival is being cclebrated for the past 0
years and is of local significance. The temple has 250
acres of Inam land. About 1,500 Hindus. local and
from the nearby villages. congregate. Pujuris are
Brahmins. Prasadam is distributed to all,

A fair 1s held in connection with the festival near
the temple. Estables, utensils, lanterns, torches, mir-
rors, combs,pictures, photos, books, handioom clothes
and cutpieces, agricultural implements, toys and ban-
gles, etc., are brought and sold. There are two choul-
tries here.
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SOURCE: Sri Kanakaiah, Police Patel, Madnapur.

5. Thakadlapalle — Situated at a distance of about
24 miles from Devarakonda,

The population of the village is 812 and itis
made up of the following communities :  Caste Hin-
dus — Goundla. Golla, Chakali, Vadde; Scheduled
Castes (118): and Muslims. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture. agricultural
labour and toddy tapping.

There is a temple of the village deity Brahma-
devudu on a hillock nearby.

Brahmadevuni Jatara is celebrated for two days
in Chaitram (March-April).  Fruits, flowcers, cocoa-
nuts. ete.. are offered in fulfilmeat ol vows, Fowls
and goats are sacrificed near the base of the hillock.
The festival has been celebrated tor the past 35 years
and is of Tocal significance,  About 300 or 400 people
congregale.

A fair is held i this connection for two days
near the temple. Fatables, utensils, mirrors, combs

and toys, cte., are sold here,
SOURCE: 871 8. Ramanaiah, Headmaster. Thakadlapalle.

6. Kurmapalle Situated on the Devarakonda-
Hyderabad road at a distance ot about 19 miles from

Devarakonda.

The total population of the village s 3.092 ond
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus - - Vaisya, Kammara, Vadla, Kanchan, Tela-
ga. Goundla, cte.. Scheduled Castes (357) ; Dudekula
and Mustims,  The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other

traditionzl occupations,

There are in this village the darga of Muhbub
Subhani with his tomb and the temple of Brahmam

garu,

Mahbub Subhani Urs is celebrated for 3 days
in memory of that saint from Magha Suddha Ashtami
(Januiry-February).  Cocoanuts, jaggery, etc. ar.e
offered on the first day and sheep and goats are sacri-
ficed on the second day, The Urs is being celebrated
for the past 3,4 yedrs and is of local significance.
About 2,500 people of all communities congregate
from the neighbouring villages also.

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days on

poramboke land near the hillock, Eatables, utensils,
lanterns, books, mirrors, combs, photos, clothes, toys
and pots, etc., are sold.

SOURCE: Sri L. Yadagiri, Teacher, Kurmapalle.

7. Bheemanpalle — Situated at a distance of about
18 miles to the north of Hyderabad-Devarakonda

road.

The population of the village is 2,612 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Kamma, Kapu, Bestha, Golla, Kuruva, etc.,
Scheduled Castes (333) — Mala, Madiga ; and Chris-
tians, Agriculture and agricultural labour are the
chief means of livelihood of the people.

Sri Anjancya temple and St. Joseph Church are
the places of worship in the village.

A festival is celebrated at St. Joseph Church for
3 day on the 18th, 19th and 20th of March. This fes-
tival is being celebrated for the past 30 years and is
of only local significance. About 1, 000 Christian
people, local and from neighbouring villages, congre-
galte.

A fair is held in this connection with a few
shops selling eatables, etc.

SOURCE: Sri V. Ananta Reddy, Teacher, Bheemanpalle.

8. Chamalapalle — Situated ata distance of about 8
miles from the Nalgonda-Devarakonda road.

The population of the villageis 878 and it is
made up of several communities of Caste .Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (168). The chief meansof
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Sri Rama temple on a hillock with an image of
the Lord in human form and Anjaneyaswamy temple
are the places of worship in the village. The village
deities Maremma and Mysamma are also there.

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for 6 days from
Phalguna Bahula Dasami (February-March). On the
flrst day garudamudda, on the second thalambralu, on
the third pularatham, on the fourth garudaseva, on the
fifth rathothsavam, and on the sixth chakratheertham
and dopu are performed. Cocoanuts are offered. The
festival is being celebrated for the past several years.
It is of only local significance. Hindus, local and from
ﬂ_le nearby villages, congregate. Pujari is a Vaishna-
VIte Brahmin with hereditary rights. Prasadam is

dfsf.ributed to all. Pandals are erected for the
visitors,
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)
SOURCE : A4 Census Enumerator.

9. Kondapuram — Situated at a distance of 2 miles
from the Nalgonda-Devarakonda road and 16 miles
from Devarakonda.

This is at present a deserted village.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrated
here for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi to
Amavasya (January-February).

About 400 Hindus of neighbouring villages con-
gregate.

SOURCE : Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

10. Koppole —Situated at a distance of 24 miles
from Devarakonda.

The total population of the villageis 3,427 and
itis made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (804); Scheduled Tribes
(5); and Muslims. Agriculture and agricultural
labour are the chief means of livelihood of the

people.

The temples of Sri Rama with the stone images
of Sri Rama, Lakshmana and Sita in human form, of
Siva and of Anjaneyaswamy are the places of wor-
ship in the village. There is a mosque also.

Sita Rama Kalyanam is celebrated for 9 days
from Chaitra Suddha Panchami (March-April). Pan-
dals are erected before the temple ; the temple and
gopuram are white washed and are painted with
colours. Thalambralu on Navami, Sri Rama kalyanam
(marriage) on Dasami, garuda seva on Ekadasi,
rathothsavam (procession in car) on Dwadasi, and ekan-
thaseva on Triodasi are the rituals. Cocoanuts,
clothes, cash and jewels are offered to the Lord. The
festival is being celebrated for about 10 years and is
of local significance.

Hindus of all castes, local and from nearby
villages, congregate. One Sri Ramadugu Ramalin-
gaiah, a Brahmin of Harithasa gotram is the pujari.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

Shops are opened before the temple during the
festival days.

SOURCE: Sri P. Lakshma Reddy, Headmaster, Zilla
Parishad Secondary School, Koppole.



There is a village deity Brahmadevudu in the
form of a stone with no temple.

‘Bramhadevuni Jatara is celebrated for 4 days
from Vaisakha Bahula Sapthami (April-May). On one
day garuda seva is performed.  The festival is being
celebrated for the past 15 or 20 years and is of local
significance . About 400 Hindus. local and from
nearby villages. congregate.

A small fairis held in connection with the Jutara.
Eatables, mirrors. combs. books and photos. ete..

are sold.

SOURCE:  Sri Ahmad Abdul Aleem, Co-operative
Extension O fficer, Devarakonda.

4. Madnapur — Situated at adistance of 2 furlongs
from the Hyderabad-Devarakonda road and 26 muiles
from Devarakonda.

The population of the villuge is 402 and it 1s
made up of the following communitics: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Reddy, Vaisya. Golla, Chakali, Vad-
de, Vadla, Kammara; Scheduled Castes (69); and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture and agricultural lubour.

The temples of Lord Narasimhaswamy, Siva and
Anjaneyaswamy are the places of worship in the
village.

Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy festival is celebrated
for 6 days from Chaitra Suddha Chathurdasi to Bahula
Chaviti (March-April). On thefirst day thalambralu.
on the second garudaseva, on the third day seva. on the
fourth pularatham (a car decorated with flowers), on
the fifth rathothsavam and on the sixth dopu and chak-
ratheertham are performed during the festival. Offer-
ings are made in the form of cash.

The festival is being celebrated for the past 30
years and is of local significance. The temple has 250
acres of Inam land. About 1,500 Hindus, local and
from the nearby villages. congregate. Pujuris are
Brahmins. Prasadam is distributed to all,

A fair is held in connection with the festival near
the temp'e. Estables. utensils, lanterns, torches, mir-
rors, combs,pictures, photos, books, handloom clothes
and cutpieces, agricultural implements, toys and ban-
gles, etc., are brought and sold. There are two choul-
tries here.
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SOURCE: Sri Kanakaiah, Police Parel, Madnapur.

5. Thakadlapalle — Situated at a distance of about
24 miles from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 812 and it is
made up of the following communities :  Caste Hin-
dus — Goundla. Golla. Chakali, Vadde: Scheduled
Castes (118); and Muslims.  The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agniculture., agricultural
labour and toddy tapping.

There is a temple of the village deity Brahma-

devudu on a hillock nearby.

Brahmadevuni Jatara is celebrated for two days
in Chaitram (March-April).  Fruits, flowers, cocoa-
nuts. cte.. are offered in fulfilment of vows, Fowls
and goats arc sacrificed near the base of the hillock.
The festival has been celebrated for the past 35 years
and is of Jocal significance. About 300 or 400 people

congregate.

A fair is held in this connection for two days
near the temple. Fatables utensils, mitrors, combs

and toys, ete., are sold here,

SOURCE: §ri 8. Ramanaiah, Headmaster. Thakadlapalle.

6. Kurmapalle - Situated on the Devarakonda-
Hyderabad road at a distance of about 19 miles from

Devarakonda,

The total population of the village s 3092 und
i is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus - - Vaisya, Kammara, Vadla, Kanchan, Tela-
ga. Goundla, ete.. Scheduled Castes (357) ; Dudekula
and Mustims,  The chiel means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other

traditional occupations,

Thete are in this village the darga of Mahbub
Subhani with his tomb and the temple of Brahmam

gary,

Mahbub Subhani Urs 1s celebrated for 3 days
in memory of that saint from Magha Suddha Ashtami
(Janury-February).  Cocoanuts, jaggery, etc., ar.e
offered on the first day and sheep und goats are sacrt-
ficed on the second day, The Urs is being celebrated
for the past 3, 4 yedrs and is of local significance.
About 2,500 pcople of all communities congregate
from the neighbouring villages also.

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days on

poramboke land near the hillock. Eatables, utensils,
lantern’, books, mirrors, combs, photos, clothes, toys
and pots, etc., are sold.

SOURCE: Sri L. Yadagiri, Teacher, Kurmapalle.

7. Bheemanpalle — Situated at a distance of about
18 miles to the north of Hyderabad-Devarakonda
road.

The population of the village is 2,612 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Kamma, Kapu, Bestha, Goila, Kuruva,etc.,
Scheduled Castes (333) — Mala, Madiga ; and Chris-
tians., Agriculture and agricultural labour are the
chief means of livelihood of the people.

Sri Anjaneya temple and St. Joseph Church are
the places of worship in the village,

A festival is celebrated at St. Joseph Church for
3 day on the 18th, 19th and 20th of March. This fes-
tival is being celebrated for the past 30 years and is
of only local significance. About 1, 000 Christian
people, local and from neighbouring villages, congre-
gate.

A fair is held in this connection with a few
shops selling eatables, etc.

SOURCE: Sri V. Ananta Reddy, Teacher, Bheemanpalle.

8. Chamalapalle — Situated ata distance of about 8
miles from the Nalgonda-Devarakonda road.

The population of the villageis 878 and it is
made up of several communities of Caste .Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (168). The chief meansof
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Sri Rama temple on a hillock with an image of
the Lord in human form and Anjaneyaswamy temple
are the places of worship in the village. The village
deities Maremma and Mysamma are also there.

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for 6 days from
Phalguna Bahula Dasami (February-March). On the
first day garudamudda, on the second thalambralu, on
the third pularatham, on the fourth garudaseva, on the
fifth rathothsavam, and on the sixth chakratheertham
and dopu are performed. Cocoanuts are offered. The
festival is being celebrated for the past several years.
It is of only local significance. Hindus, local and from
the nearby villages, congregate. Pujari is a Vaishna-
vite Brahmin with hereditary rights. Prasadam is

dfsyributed to all, Pandals are erected for the
visitors.
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)
SOURCE : 4 Census Enumerator.

9. Kondapuram — Situated at a distance of 2 miles
from the Nalgonda-Devarakonda road and 16 miles
from Devarakonda,

This is at present a deserted village.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrated
here for 3days from Magha Bahula Triodasi to
Amavasya (January-February).

About 400 Hindus of neighbouring villages con-
gregate.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

10. Koppole —Situated at a distance of 24 miles
from Devarakonda.

The total population of the villageis 3,427 and
itis made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (804); Scheduled Tribes
(5); and Muslims. Agriculture and agricultural
labour are the chief means of livelihood of the
people.

The temples of Sri Rama with the stone images
of Sri Rama, Lakshmana and Sita in human form, of
Siva and of Anjaneyaswamy are the places of wor-
ship in the village. There is a mosque also.

Sita Rama Kalyanam is celebrated for 9days
from Chaitra Suddha Panchami (March-April). Pan-
dals are erccted before the temple ; the temple and
gopuram are white washed and are painted with
colours. Thalambralu on Navami, Sri Rama kalyanam
( marriage) on Dasami, garuda seva on Ekadasi,
rathothsavam (procession in car) on Dwadasi, and ekan-
thaseva on Triodasi are the rituals. Cocoanuts,
clothes, cash and jewels are offered to the Lord, The
festival is being celebrated for about 10 years and is
of local significance.

Hindus of all castes, local and from nearby
villages, congregate. One Sri Ramadugu Ramalin-
gaiah, a Brahmin of Harithasa gotram is the pujari.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

Shops are opened before the temple during the
festival days.

SOURCE: Sri P. Lakshma Reddy, Headmaster, Zilla
Parishad Secondary School, Koppole.
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1. Kothalapuram — Situated at a distance of about
20 miles from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 291 and itis
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
— Vaddera, Kalali, etc., Scheduled Castes (67): and
Muslims. The chiet means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural Tabour.

Thereis an ancient temple of Markandeswara-
swamy with a stone Sivalingam on a hillock by the
side of a stream at a distance of one mile to the east

of the village.

Mahasivaratri s celebrated for 3 days tiom
Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (Vanuary-Febroaryy. Pan-
dals are crected.  Cocoanuts are offered in fullilment
of vows. The festival is being celebrated for the pat
100 years.  About 3,000 Hindus, local and from the
nearby illages, congregate, irrespective ol custe.
Pujari is a Brohmin,  Prasadam is distributed to all

A fuir is held near the temple with o few shops.,
Eatubles. utensils, picturces. photos, clathes, fanterns,

mi: rors, toys and combs. cte. are sold,
SOURCE:  Sri Chekumadaresa. Kothalapuram.

12. Mohamadapur — Situated =t distance ot ¥ miles
from the Nalgonda-Devarakonda road at about 13
miles from Devarukond:.

The population of the village is 920 and it is
m:de up of several wub-communities of Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes (244). The chief means of
liveliood of the people are agricuiture and agricul-

tual lubour.

The temple of Sri Rumachandraswamy. with the
image in human format a distance of one furlong
from the vitlage on a hillock is the plice of worhip

Jic.e.

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for 6 days [rom
Phalguna  Bahula  Tadiya 1o Ashiumi (Februaiy-
March). Garudamudda on the morning of the first
day and thalambralu on that night; garudaseva on
the morning of the second duy followed by pulara-
tham (chariot decorated with flowers) on that night :
aswa seva on the third day ; rathothsavam on the night
of the fourth day; dopu on the fifth day ; and chak-
ratheertham on the sixth duy are performed. Cocoa-
nuts are offered. The festival is being celebrated for

the past 40 years and 1~ of lagal \igniﬁcuncc_ The
¢ neighbouring villages,

Hindus, local and from th
ahmin with here=

congregate. Pujariis a Varshnava Br
ditary rights.

SOURCE : A Census Enumerator.

¢ of 8 miles

13, Namapalle  Situated at a distane
about 15

from the Nalgonda Devarakonda road, at

miles from Devarakonda,

The population ot the village v 2,160 and it is
made up of the following conmunitics Cast.e
Hindus Brahmin, Reddy, Padmasale, Kummarl,
Chakali, Telaga, ete.. and Scheduled Castes (358)—
Male, Madiga.  The chief means of Ty ¢lihood of the
people are agticulture, agricultural  labour and
other traditional occupations.

Sri Gopaliswamy temple, with an image ot the
Lord in human form and Anjancyaswamy tcmple

wre the phaces of worship an the village.

Set Gupalavawamy festival is cetebrated for 3 days
Suddha  Triodasi (January February)-
hsavam are performed.  Cocoa-
¢ offered in fulfilment of vows.
[ he festival is being celebrated from the ancient days
and is of only local significance. The temple has
come  Inum Lands, Local Hindus of all commu-
nities congregate.  Pujari iv & Brahmin of Bhaiad-
wajasa gotram with hereditary rights.  Prasadam is
all and there is free feeding to all on

from Magha
Kalvanam and rathot
nuts and money at

distributed to
the Tast day of the festival.

SOURCE :  Sri Pichayva. Headmaster, Namapalle.

14. Mallapurajpalle - Situated ata distance of 20

miles from Devarakonda,

Ihe population of the village is 726 and it is
m de up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
_ Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kamsali, Kummari,
yadava, Vadde. Rajaka, Goundla, Telaga, Padma-
sate : and Scheduled Custen (193) ~ Madiga, Mala.
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture and agricultural labout.

There is temple of Anjaneyaswuami in the vil-
lage. There are the village deities Mysamma. Edam-
ma, Mutyalamma, Boddurayi, Poleramma, Uppa-

lamma and Mandata in the village.

- Jatara of the village deities is celebrated on a

ursday between Sravama Purnima and Amavasya
(-'lU])/—August) or when epidemics break out in the
village. Cocoanuts are offered. Fowls and animals
are sacrificed. Pujari is a Kummari with hereditary
rights.

SOURCE:  Sri Yeredla Jhansi Reddy, Village Level
Worker, Chintapalle Block.,

15. Vaddepalle — Situated at a distan
i : ce of
miles from Devarakonda. about 22

The population of the village is 721 and it is
m‘ade up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Tela;g"i Vad
rangi, Kummari, Kamsali, Kammara ng;dava-
Goundla, Rajaka, Mangali; and Schedllled Cast ,
(225) — Mala. The chief means of livelihood of tlf:
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

There is Anjaneya temple in this village. There

are also the deities, Mutyalamma, Edamma and
Buruju Mysamma, etc.

The village deities Bonalu festival is celebrated
on a Thursday between Sravang Purnima and Am(av
sya (July-August). Goats and sheep are sacriﬁcedaj
cocoanuts arc also offered. Local Hindys p‘articipate’
A Kummari is the pujari with hereditary rights. .

SOURCE :  Sri Yeredla Jhansi
nsi Reddy, Vi
Worker, Chintapalle Bl(;vck. Hage Level

16. Tungapatigowraram i

. — Situated at a distance
of 6 miles t:rom the Hyderabad-Devarakonda road at
about 12 miles from Devarakonda.

The population of the vj i it 1
made up of t.he following cc:]rlllllx?fl;iltsiesg?“C:snti lPtI N
dus'— Brahmin, Yalsya, Kapu, Viswabrahmin Gollln-
Perika, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Tela a’M .
rachg, Goudu’; and Scheduled Castes’ (253)g—, Mmlh-
Mad'ga. Agriculture, agricultural labour and 031:;

traditional occupations ar :
¢ th s
hood of the people. e chief means of liveli-

.Lord. Chalidona Nrusimhaswamy represented b
ta‘m idol in a cave ata distance of about one mil);
rlom the village and Anjaneyaswamy temple are the
Places of worship in the village.

Special worship is performed to Sri Chalidona

N .
fustmhaswamy on every Saturday throughout the
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year, when people congregate from the neighbouring
villages also. Cocoanuts are offered to the deity, It
has been going on for the past several years. Pujari
is a Srivaishnava.

SOURCE: Sri B. Narayana, Teacher, Tungapatigo-
wraram,

17. Chinthapalle — Situated at adistance of 17 miles
from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 1,980 and it is
made up of several sub communities of Caste Hindus;
Scheduled Castes (368); and Muslims. Agriculture
and agricultural labour are the chief means of liveli-
hood of the people.

There are the temples of Lord Ghattupati Ven-
kateswarlu on a hillock and of Siva in the village.
There are also a temple of village deity Kanakadurga
and a mosque in the village.

Sri Ghattupati Venkateswarlu festival is celebra-
ted for 10 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to
Dasami (September—October). Local Hindus congre-
gate. A Brahmin of Kowndinyasa gotram is the pujari
with hereditary rights.

SOURCE :  Sri S. Madhava Reddy, Headmaster, Mid-
dle School, Chinthapalle

18. Teeded — Situated at a distance of 12 miles from
Devarakonda. The village was also called Venkat-
ampet, after the name of the original founder one
Venkatamma of olden days.

The population of the village is 1,458 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Golla, Padmasale,
Vadla, Kammara, Velama, Chakali, Lambadi ; and
Scheduled Castes (287). The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural lab-
our and other traditional occupations,

. Sri Mallikharjunaswamy temple and Sri Rama-
lingeswaraswamy temple on a hillock, where Lord
Siva is represented by Sivalingams are the places of
worshipin the village. Mallikharjuna swamy Lingam
?vas discovered by a Golla cultivator called Bakkaiah
in his field. He installed the Sivalingam and cons-
tructed a temple for the Lord.

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 3 days from Phalguna Suddha Chathurdasi to



Bahula Padyami (February-March). The festival is of
local significance. Cocoanuts, money, etc.. are offe-
red to the Lord. Hindus. local and from the neigh-
bouring villages. congregate. Pujari is & Brahmin of
Srivathsasa gotram. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days near
the temple. Tradesmen come from  neighbouring
villages. Eatables. toys. utensils. pictures. books.
photos and clothes are sold.  The pilgrims stay for a
day. Bhajans afford entertainment to the visitor..

Sri Mallikharjunaswamy festival is celebrated
for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasyd
(January-February) . Thalambralu is performed on
Amavasya. Offerings arc madc in the form of orna-
ments also to the Lord in fulfilment of vows. Devo-
tees take bath and obscrve jagarana duringlhefostival
days. The celebration is of local significance.  The
pujari is thechiel patron. Hindus. local and from
nearby villages, congregate. Pujari 1s a Golla of
Neelandhara gotram with hereditary rights.

A petty fairis heldin this connection near the
temple. Eatables. utensils. pictures, photos. clothes,
toys, etc., are sold.  Bhajans afford entertainment to

the visitors.

SOURCE : Sri G. Keshava Reddy, Village Level Worker,
Teeded.

19. Nelvalpalle — Situated at a distance of 14 miles
from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 915 and it is
made up of the following communities:  Caste Hin-
dus — Vaisya, Golla, Perika. ctc.. and Scheduled
Castes (226). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Mallikharjunaswamy temple is the place of
worship in the village.

Sri Mallikharjunaswamy Rathothsavam is cele-
brated for six days from Magha Bahula Triodusi to
Phalguna Suddha Tadiya (February-March). Lord’s
kalyanam is performed on Amavasya. and there would
be pularadham on Tadiya. Offerings are made in the
form of silver ornaments, cocoanuts and money. etc..
in fulfilment ol vows.

Gollas are the chief patrons. Some subscrip-
tions are collected for the festival. About 1,000

Hindus, local and from nearby villages, congregate.
A Golla is the pujari with hereditary rights. Prasa-
dam 1s distributed to all.

A tair is held in this connection,  Eatables, uten-
sils, lunterns, mirrors, combs, torches. pictures. pho-
tos, clothes, cte., are sold.  Dramas and bhajans
afford entertainment to the visitors.

SOURCE :  Sri . Keshava Reddy, Village Level Wor-
ker. Teeded,

20. Bandatimmapur - Situated at a distance of 4
miles from the Nalgonda-Devarakonda bus route at
about 8 miles from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 342 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
—Brahmin, Reddy,Golla; and Scheduled Castes (72)

—Mala, Madiga. Agriculture and agricultural labour
are the chiel means of livelthood of the people.

Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy temple with Siva-
lingam is the place of worship in the village.

Sii Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated
for 6 days from Magha Suddha Triodasi (January-Fe-
bruary). On Magha Bahula Padyami, rathothsavam is
performed. Cocoanuts are offered to the deity. The
festival is being celebrated for the past 150 years and
is confined to this village only. The temple has 22-00
acres of Inam land.  Local Hindus participale in the
festival.

SOURCE:  Sri Ramreddy, Mali Patel. Bandatimmapur.

21. Pagdipalle — Situated at a distance of about one
mile from Devarakonda-Nalgonda road from a
point 6 miles from Devarakonda.

The total population of the village is 262 and it
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hin-
dus and Scheduled Castes (30). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Lord Mallikharjunaswamy is worshipped in the
form of stone Sivalingam.

Sri Mallikharjunaswamy Rathothsavam is cele-
brated for 6 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi (Jan-
uary-February) to Phalguna Suddha Tadiya (February-
Muarch).

Loca! Hindus of all communities congregate.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector. Nalgonda.

22. Palwai — Situated at a distance of 3 miles from
the Nagarjunasagar road and 10 miles from Devara-
konda, There is bus route to Jadcherla Railway
Station on Secunderabad-Dronachellam Section of
the Central Railway.

The population of the village is 1.822 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Vadla, Reddy, Kum-
mari, Kammara, Chakali. Yadava, Muthracha; Sche-
duled Castes (365) — Mala, Madiga; and Muslims.
Agriculture and agricultural labour are the chief
means of livelihood of the people.

There are Venkateswaraswamy temple and Anja-
neyaswamy temple in this village. There is a Sivalin-
gam in a compound enclosed by four walls. There
is also a mosque.  There are also four more Sivalin-
gams in this village.

Mahasivaratri is celebrated for three days from
Magha Bahula Triodasi (January—Fcbruary). Parvati
Kalyanam is celebrated. Some devotees take river
bath and observe fasting also. The festival js being
celebrated for the past 6 to 7 years and is confined to
this village only. Local Hindus of all communities
congrcg:lle.

-
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23. P.edda Adserlapalle — Situated at a distanc
12 miles from Devarakonda, 36 miles from Mir

guda and ?0 rpiles from Macherla Railway Station
Guntur District on the Southern Railway.

The total population of the village is 5.035 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus —Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Telaga, Golla, Cha-
kali, Mangali, Padmasale, Kummari, Gowndla, \”adla
Kammara, Viswabrahmin, Bantu, Yerukula, Tam:
balla, etc., Scheduled Castes (494) — Mala, Madiga
Bindla ; Muslims and Christians. Agriculture, agriculi
tural labour, trade and other traditional occupations
are the chief means of livelihood of the people.

The temples of Sri Rama and of Siva are the
Places of worship in this village. There are a temple
of Lingamantha for the Golla commlinity and a
church for the Christians.
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Lingamanthuni Jatara is celebrated for 2 days
from Phalguna Bahula Tadiya (February-March). On
the first day the people go to see the Lord and there
is a procession also. On the second day aradhana is
performed. Sheep are sacrificed to the deity. The
Jatara is being celebrated for the past 10 years and is
confined to this village only. Local Gollas partici-
pate in the Jatara.

SriRama Navami is celebrated in Rama temple
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April).

SOURCE:  Sri G. Papayya, Assistant Teacher. Pedda
Adserlapalle,

24. Ghanpur — Situated at a distance of 1 mile from
the Devarakonda-Miryalguda road at a point 14
miles from Devarakonda.

The population of the village is 1.295 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Reddy, Yadava. etc.. and Scheduled
Castes (317). The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy temple with the image
in human form is the place of worship in the village.
sdemple is an ancient one.

¢

Sri Venkateswaraswamy Kalyanothsavamis cele-

K 4 ‘G' o
SOURCE : Sri G. Satyam, Patwari. Palwai. ﬁ bgated for 6 days frqm Magha SuddhaAshtami (Janua-

~— ry-February). AnRyr

agpana, adhyayanothsavam. balihar-
ana, kalyanothsavam,

pyramapadothsavam, rathothsavam
Pd during the festival on succes-
sive days. Offerintgare made in the form of money
gdigg¥ed to the temple. Cocoanuts, ol
aaggl?ﬂ‘ ndPum are also offered. 1t is rcs:;J(:r-’
TRAT iR et fival is being celebrated for the past
200 yeafS'and is widely known in about 100 villages
around. A committee manages the celebrations under
government control. The temple has some Inam
lands. About 10,000 Hindus, local and also from
distant places of the district, congregate without any
distinction of caste. One Sri Sudarshanachari is the
pujari with monthly salary.

A fair is held in connection with this festival.
About 50 shops are held at the fair. Eatables, utensils,
torchlights, lanterns, mirrors, combs, toys, bangles,
books, photos and clothes, etc., are sold.

SOURCE:  Sri K. Reddy, Sharapur.



25. Yeleshwaram — Situated 2t a distance of 33 miles
from Devarakonda and 24 miles from the Macherla
Railway Station of Guntur District on the Southern
Railway.

The poputation of the v.llageis 1.192 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
— Brahmin, Vaisya. Golla,  Vadla.  Kammari.
Chakali, Lambadi; Scheduled Castes (75); Scheduled
Tribes (34); and Muslims.  The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricultuial
labour.

The temples ol Eleswaraswamy and Madhava-
swamy are the places of worship in the village.

Mahasivaratri in Eleswaraswamy temple is cele-
brated for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodusi
( January-February).  Seve and decparadhana are
performed. Offerings are made in fulfilment of vows.
Devotees take bath in river Krishna and observe
Jagarana also. The festival is being celebrated for
the past 100 years and is of locul significance.  The
Temple Committee organises the festival, The temple
has 96-00 acres of Inam land.  About 2.000 Hindus.
local and from the neighbouring villages. congregate,

the temple. A few shops are kept with catables.
utensils, torches, books. lanterns, mirrors combs,
photos and clothes.

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days near

SOURCE :  Sri B. Suid:ulu, Headmaster, Yeleshwaram.

26. Peddamunagal — Situated ata distince of 17 miles
from Devarakonda by bus route.

The total population of the village is 2,131 and
it is made up of the follow:ng communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy. Golla, Chakali.
Goundla, Mangali, Lambadi, Kummari. ete.. gnd
Scheduled Castes (448) — Mala. Madiga. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agricultuie gnd
agricultural labour.

Ahankali Devata ( Parvati) with the image in
the form of a trisulam signifying the shahti is wor-
shipped by the villagers. The deity is kept ina
separate room in the pujari’s house. Once some of
the villagers of Chityala, while on their way back
after attending the Ahankali Jatara at Karempudi of
Palnad taluk in Guntur District took rest in this
place. By chance in the earth they saw an image of

the deity Ahankali.  They took that metal image in
their hands and while they were cxamining ,t. one
of them who becitme possessed by the deity asked
them to instal that image in their village and perform
Jatara.  The tmage was installed in Chityala after a
contention between the villagers of Chityala and this
village.  After some time. another image of the deity
was installed in this village.

Ahankalomma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days
from Sravana Bahula Panchami to Sapthami July-
August).  Aradhana is performed thicee times a day.
Procession of the deity commences at 10 O' clock in
the night of the first day and concludes by midnight,
Viharana (pleasure procession) is performed during
this time in the temple premises. On the second day
functions are celebrated in the same way but the pm'-
cession takes place Ul dawn in the village. On the
third day the deity is taken to the Peddavagu. a
rivalet for bath and after the bath the deity is taken
back with aradhana, bhajan.  sthothram. alankarana
(decorationy and fancy dresses. Offerings are made
in the form of cash. kind and Ambham (cooked rice)
m fulfilment of vows. A sheep is sacrificed to the
deity. Thefestival is of local significance, Goundlas
are the patrons.  Hindus, local and trom nearby
villages. partiapate in the festival.  Pujaris  are
Goundlas with  hereditary nights.

A fair s held in this connection with o few shops

of eatables. photos. toys, ete.
SOURCE:  Sri K. Vadapalle. Karnam, Peddamunagal.

27. Mudigonda - Situated at a distance of 6 miles to
the west of Devarakonda.

The total population of the village is 2.671 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus —- Brahmin, Vaisya. Reddy, Viswabrahmin.
Golla, Goundla, Yerukula., Kammara, Vadrangi.
Vadde. Medara. etc.. and Scheduled Castes (305) -~
Mala. Madiga.  The chief means of hivelihood of the
people are agiculture and agricultural labour.

Veerabhadraswamy temple with a stone imuge of
the Lord and Anjuncya temple are the places of
worship in the villuge. There is a rectangular gundam
(pond) in the first mentioned temple hewn out of a
solid rock in which there is water perpetually throu-
ghout the year.

Mahasivaratri in Veerabhadraswamy temple is
celebrated for 4 days from Magha Bohula Chathurdasi
10 Phalguna  Suddha Vidiya ( February-March ).
Kalyanam is celebrated on Chathurdasi and rathoth-
savam is celebrated daily upto Phalguna Suddha
Padyami. Offerings are made in the form of co-
coanuts, naivedyam and money in fulfilment of vows.
Fasting and puja «re the domestic observances. The
festival is being celebrated for the past 200 years and

is of local significance.

Brahmins arc the chief patrons. About. 1,000
Hindus. local and from the neighpourmg villages.
participate. Pujariis Brahmin of Srivathsasa gotram.
Prasadam is distributed t0 alt.

air is held in this connection in front of the

Af '
anuts. mirrors and combs. etc..

temple. Eatables. coco
are sold.

SOURCE : Sri Venkatadri, Mali Patel. Mudigonda.

andampet — Situated at a distance of about 10

28. Ch akonda.

miles from Devar

The total population of the vi]lag.e is 800 and it
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus ; gcheduled Castes (149); and Muslims, The
chicf means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

Mugdoom Shah Vali Urs is celebrated for a day

in the month of Jamadi-ul-arval (Scptember—October)
in memory of the saint.  The Urs is of local signifi-

cance.
About 1,000 people of all communities congre-
gu\c.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

59. Devarakonda — Taluk headquarters and there
are communication facilities to all important places.

The total population of the town is 8,311 and it
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hin-
dus; Scheduled Castes (578) ; Scheduled Tribes (3) ;
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of. the
peoplc are agriculture, agricultural .labour, services,
trade and other traditional occupations.

Darwesh Mohammad Khadri Vali Ursis celebra-
ted for 2 days in memory of the saint on 16th Ja-
madi-us-sani (October—-November) with a gathering of
about 400 people. All communities participate. A
{ew shops are opened.

Khadar Mastan Shah Vali Urs is celebrated for
a day in memory of the saint on 15th Rabi-ul-avval
(July-August) with a local congregation of about
300 people. All communities participate. A few
shops are held.

Suleman Shah Vali Urs is celebrated for two
days in memory of that saint in the month of Shaban
(December-January) with a local congregation of
400 strong. All communities participate.

Jalal Shah Vali Urs is celebrated for a day in
memory of that saint in the month of Rabi-us-sani
(August-September) with a local congregation of
about 300 strong. All communities participate.

Baba Sharfuddin Vah Urs is celebrated for a day
in memory of the saint in the month of Zilhaj (April-
May) with a local congregation of about 200 people.
All communities participate in it.

Baba Magdoom and Mansoor Shah Vali Urs is
celebrated for 2 days in memory of these siints in
the month of Rajjab (November-December) with a
local congregation of 100 people. All communi-
ties participate.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by
the Collector. Nalgonda.
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Section VI
BHONGIR TALUK

@opalpur— Situated at a distance of 18 miles from
Bhongir by road.

The population of the village is 787 and itis
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Muthracha. Goundla, Golla, Chakali, Mangali,
Kummari, ctc., Scheduled Castes (58) ; and Muslims.
The chief mcans of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture and agricultural labour.

Village deity Peddamma temple wilh her image
in human form with 4 hands riding a tiger is the place

of worship in the village.

Peddamma Jatara is celebrated for two days from

Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May). [t is believed
that the deity Peddamma is daughter of Lord Siva
and would protect the villagers in difficulties. Naive-
dyam is offered. The festival is being celebrated for

the past 3 years and is of local significance. Kum-
maris are the chief patrons. About 700 local Hindus
congregate. A few shops are held in the temple pre-

mises with eatables, etc.
SOURCE: Sri M. Narayana Reddy, Teacher, Gopalpur.

2. Mulkalapalle — Situated at a distance of about 7
miles irom Bhongir.

The population of the village is 660 and it is made

~up of Caste Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (93). The

chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

Mallannaswamy is worshipped in the village.
His Jatara is celebrated for one day in Magham
(January—Februury). The festival is of local signifi-

cance. About 200 local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Superintendent of Police. Nalgonda.

3. Ibrahimpur — Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from the Raigiri Railway Station.

The population of the village is 1,155 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Reddy, Golla, etc.; Scheduled Castes (288); and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
Ple are agriculture and agricultural labour,

Lord Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple is the
place of worship in the village.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy festival is celebra-
ted for 3 days from Magha Suddha Vidiya to Chaviti
(January-February) . Offerings are made in fulfil-
ment of vows. The festival is being celebrated for
the past 15 years and is of local significance.

About 200 Hindus from this and the neighbouring
villages congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in connection with the festival for

3 days on a hillock. A few shops selling eatables,

toys. etc., are held. Veedhi bhagavatam (street dra-

mas) and bhajans afford entertainment to the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri A. Narasimha Reddy. Police Patel,
Ibrahimpur.

4. Mannevari Thurkapalle — Situated at a distance of
11 miles from Bhongir. A family of local chieftains
had constructed a fortress and exercised their autho-
rity from here in the olden days. The village is called
Mannevari Thurkapalle after the family name of
those chieftains.

The population of the village is 1,350 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Munnuru Kapu, Vaisya, Sale, etc.;
and Scheduled Castes (192). The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour and sheep breeding,.

Lord Rama temple and Anjaneya temple are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 3 days from
Chaitra Suddha Sapihami to Navami (March-April).
Kalyancm is performed on Navami. Offerings are
made in the form of cash and cecoznuts in fulfilment
of vows.

The festival is being celebrated for the past
about 50 years and is of local significance. Brahmins
and Munnuru Kapus patronise the festival. Hindus
from this and the neighbouring villages, congregate.
Pujari is a Brahmin of Bharadwajasa gotram. Prasa-
dam is distributed to all,
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Sri Rama’s story is narrated on the kalyanoth-
savam day for the visitors.

SOURCE: . Sri R. Harikishan Reddy, Manncvari
Thurkapalle.

2. Sri S. Lokanadham, Teacher. Mannevari
Thurkapalle.

5. Venkatapur — Situated at a distance of 12 mules
from Bhongir Railway Stataion.

The population of the village is 728 and 1t is
made up of the following Communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Reddy, Golla, Chakali, Balja, Muthracha;
and Scheduled Castes (122). The chiel means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Mallanna temple on a hillock with the carthen
image painted with colours is the place of worshipn
the village.

Mallanna Jatara is celebrated for 2 days from
Phalguna Suddha Triodasi (February-March). Co-
coanuts are offered. The festival is being celebrated
for the past 60 years and is of local significance. S
Mallaiah, a Golla, is the chicf patron. People ftom
all Hindu castes of this and the nearby villages con-
gregate. A Balija is the pujari.

SOURCE: Sri G. Yadagiri Rao. Patwari, Venkatapur.

6. Masaipet — Situated at a distance of 3 miles trom
Yadagiripalle hillock as well as from Vangapalle
Railway Station and 12 miles from Bhongir,

The total population of the village 15 2639 ond
it is made up of the following communities ; Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kammara, Kum-
mari, Kamsali, Sale, Muthiacha, Vedrangi, Chuakali,
etc.; Scheduled Castes (354) — Madiga; and Mushms,
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture and agricultural labour.

There is darga of Yakub Shak Valiin this village.
There is a temple of village deity, Kondalamma on a
hillock near the village. A story is told in connection
with the darga. About 35 years back, Kurma Nara-
simha, a resident of this village, was suffering from
severe stomach-ache. In order to getrelief he was
advised to worship YakubShahVali, a Saint, the tomb
of whom is at Annaram; and he was completely
relieved from it within 6 months, as he did accor-
dingly. One day the Saint asked him in a dream

his village and worship him there Nara-
oimha became aconvert (o vfudhim faith .nnd'cor?stru-
cted a small tomb for Yakub Shah Valimn his \'lllage
and began o worship him. - As he c«le\L‘"Cd his
wife to join Islam, Jhe committed suicide drO\flnl;
ing herself in a wello Hicson Moh;unm.;{d Yaku

followed their father’s new faith. Wor-
at the tomb of Yakub Shah Vali

to takec him to

and daughter
ship is being done
Still in the village.

Uss is celebrated for 3days annuadly in Yakub
Shah Vah darga from January 15th. Goats and shct?p
are sactificed.  There is a pitn front of the tomb in
which it is believed, it the kins, heads, ete., of the
s;\criﬁ;cd goats and sheep are put. they wailldisappear.
The Urs is being celebrated for the past 35 years, It
is of local significance, Devolees from some other
places like Secunderabad also congregate. S NMohm-
mud Yakub is the patron.

Kondakimma Jatara s celebrated for a day in
the second halt of Sravanam  (July August).  Bonams
ace offered.  Sheep. goats and fowls wre sacrificed.
1t is conlined to this vitbage and tocal people con-
gregate.

SOURCE: [. Sri P. Veeraiah. Assistant Teacher, Lle-
mentary School, Masaipet.,

Sri C. Venkatareddy,  Assistant Ted-
cher, Elementary  School, Masaipet.

3. Sri AL Pentiah, Headmaster,  Ele-
mentary School, Masaipet.
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7. Gouraipalle - SSituated at a distance of 6 miles
flom Vangapatle Railway Station and 14 miles fiom
Bhongir.

The population of the villageis | 448 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
—— Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kamsali, Kuruma, Pad-
masile Chakali, Mangah, Goundla,Bahja, Vadde; ilf'ld
Scheduled Castes (186) - Mala, Madiga. The chicf
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,

agricultural labour and other traditional vecupations.

Village deity Mallanna temple with the image 10
human form is the place ol worship in the village.

Mallanna Jatara is celebrated for a week from
Pushya Suddha Purnima (Dcccmbcr—];xnumy). Co‘c-
ounu'ts arcoffered in fulfilment of vows. Tl?e Jatara lsl
being cclebrated for the past 4 years and is OfAll?:):ﬁt
significance. Kurumasare the chicfputrqns. v
600 local Hindus and from neighbouring villages €O
gresate. Pujari is a Balija.

A fair 1s held for a week in this connection in the
temple .premises. Eatables, earthenware, mirrors,
combs, wooden and earthen toys and photos are sold.

SOURCE: Sri M. Narayan, Headmaster, Primary School
Centre, Gouraipalle.

8. Pamkunta — Situated at a distance of about 14
miles from Aler and Vangapalle Railway Stations and
25 miles from Bhongir.

The total population of the village is 2,179 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Tenugu, Kuruma, Gowda,
Viswabrahmin, Chakali,Mangali, Padmasale, etc., and
Scheduled Castes (402). The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour
and other traditional occupations,

Veerabhadraswamy temple with the images of
Veerabhadraswamy, Sankara and Parvati in human
form and Anjaneya temple are the places of worship
in the village.

Vecrabhadraswamy festival is celebrated for 4
days from Phalguna Suddha Tadiya to Shashti (Feb-
ruary—-March). Special items of worship are performed
on successive days. Community feasts are arranged.
The festival is being celebrated for the past 3 years
and is of local significance.

About 3,500 local Hindus and from neighbouring
villages congregate. Sri Konne Siddappa, a Jangam,
is the pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in the temple premises for 3 or 4
days. Eatables, lanterns, torches. mirrors, combs,
books, pictures, photos, clothes, bangles, flowers, etc. .
are sold. Chiruthala bhajans, bhagavatham, harikatha,
lotteries, magical performances and dramas afford
entertainment to the visitors. Pandals are erected,
There is free feeding to some extent.

SOURCE:  Sri B. Balaraju, Headmaster, Government
Primary School, Pamkunta.

9. Jala—Situated at a distance of 14 miles from the
Aler Raiiway Station.

The population of ihe village is 871 and it is made
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus—Vaj-
sya, Reddy, Golla, Goundla, Muthracha, Vadla,
Kummari, Padmasale, Chakali, Yerukula, Mangali,
Kuruma, etc., Scheduled Castes(205) — Bindla, Mala,

Madiga; Muslims and Christians. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture; agricultural
labour and sheep rearing.

The temples of Siva, Vishnu, Hanuman and vill-

age deities Mysamma and Posamma, are the places
of worship in the village.

Jatara of the village deities is celebrated for 30
days throughout the month of Sravanam (July-
August). Sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed. The
Jatara is of local significance. About 500 Hindus

congregate. Kummari is the pujari with hereditary
rights,

SOURCE: Sri R. Bhumi Reddy, Police Patel, Parupalle.
10. Bondugula—Situated at a distance of 12 miles
from the Aler Railway Station and about 24 miles
from Bhongir.

The total population of the village is 2,866 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Tenugu, Padma-
sale, Goundla, Golla, Kuruma, Munnuru Kapu,
Vadla. Kammara. Kummari. Medari. Kamsali, Chak-
ali,Mangali, Satani; Scheduled Castes (791 ) — Mala,
Madiga; Muslims and Christians, The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultu-
ral labour and other traditional occupations.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy temple, Venugopala-
swamy temple, Siva temple and the temples of the
village deities, Pochamma and Gadi Mysamma, and
a mosque are the places of worshipin the village.

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festivaliscelebrated for
5 days from the next day of Sankranti (January)
every year. Temple chariot procession is the main
function of the celebrations. Offerings are made in
various forms like cocoanuts, camphor and incense
etc. The festival is being celebrated for the past 50

years and is of local significance. Reddys are the
chief patrons. About 1,000 Hindus, local and from the

nearby villages, congregate. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

A fair isheld in front of the temple for 5 days.
Tradesmen come fiom neighbouring villages. Eata-
bles, bangles, mirrors, combs, photos, etc.. are sold.

Sri Venugopalaswamy festival is celebrated for
5 days in the month of January. Cocoanuts are
offered to the deity.



The festival is being celebrated tor the past 30
years and is of local significance. About 500 local
Hindus congregate. Prasadum is distributed to all.

SOURCE: [, Sri N. Rajamalla Reddy, Assistant Tea-
cher, Government Primary School, Bondu-
gula.

2. Sri T. Ramaiah, Patwari, Bondugula.

11. Kolanpaka — Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from the Aler Railway Station on the Secunderabad-
Kazipet Section of the Central Railway.

It is said that some centuries back Kolanpaka
was a big city of thirty six squarc miles with four
main thoroughfares and four muain gates. The re-
mains of the gates are still seen.  That prosperous
city is to-day a small village with several rumned
temples of Saivites and Vauishnavites, The main
attraction in the village now-a-days s the well-muain-
tained Jain temple.  Pillars and blocks of stone with
attractive  sculptures and lengthy inscriptions of
several centuries are literally strewn about.  Veera-
gallulu  (stones on which figures of warrtors were
carved) and sapthamathruka block with Vecrabhadra
at one end and Vighneswara at the other are very
conspicuous among the extant remains.  The suprha-
mathrukas or the sevenGodderses viz., Brahmi,Muhes-
wari, Kowmari. Vaishnavee. Varahee, Chandrani and
Chamundi with their  vahanams are carved in a row.
Huge stone piflars withinscriptionsare being uncarthed
by the Archaeological Department continuously. Ina
single spotas many as thirteen such pillars with inscr p-
tions were dug out in the centre of the villige. These
are preserved in the Museum at the local Someswitra
temple after copics of the inscriptions were taken over
by the Department. From the inscriptions already
deciphered it has been gathered that the place,
through several periods, went by the names Kolanu-
paka, Kottiyapaka, Kollihake, Kollipaka, Bimbava-
thipuram, Vyakhyananagaram, ctc. Historians are
of the opinion that Kolanpaka, which had been
described by the celebrated Telugu pocet Siinatha n
his Bheemeswarapuranam to have been gifted by
Kakateeya Rudra to his minister Annayamathya, is
this same village.

From the eleventh century onwards the repre-
sentatives of Kalyani Chalukyas ruled this region
with Kolanpaka as the capital for about a century
and Kolanpaka had the privilege of having been ruled

by a son of the Chalukyan Emperor.  After the Cha-
lukyas, Kakateeyas had become powerful; Emperor
Rudradesa fell inlove with @ Maharashtrian maid
during his invasion of Devagir, and muarried her in
gandharva style.  Through her he begot Sarangadeva.
After the death of Rudradeva, however, the people
did not like to recognise Sarangadeva as his cuccessor,
and prince Mahadeva was enthroned.  After Maha-
deva’s demise Ganapathi Rudradeva, who ascended
the throne. allowed Sarangadeva to rule Kolanpaka
and to cxtend the kingdom upto Godavari in the
north.

An inscription reveals that during the time of
Kakateeya Prathapa Rudra, Nagaravatha of Rashe
trakoota dynuasty was ruling at Kolanpaka. History
makes mention of  Kolanpaka in the cighteenth
century. This was the capital of @ paragana (district)
during the period of the Emperor Shah Alam Kolan-
pakt wis the scene of three batties between Vaishna-
vites, Satvites and Jinns and the result was the des-
truction of several temples belonging to the diffe-
rent faiths.

In the sexenteenth century Chitturu Gangadhara,
a Jangam poet, wrote Kolanupaka Mahathmyam.
Another poct Thonta Siddalingakavi in his *Palaku-
riki Someswarapuranam’ mentioned that Palakuriki
Somanatha Kavi was born in Palakuriki near Kolan-
paka by the blessings of Lord Someswara of Kolan-
paka. 1t is said that one of the acharyas who pro-
pagated  vecrasaivam, namely  Renukacharya was
born from the Somewwarahingam at Kollipaka (Kolan-
pakay. L The name Kolanpaka is justified by some on
the ground that there are over a score of small tanks
(kolanulu) in the place cach supplying water for a
few acres of paddy ficlds.

The total population of the village is 6,387 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus - - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamsali, Kummari, Mangall,
Chakali Padmasale; Scheduled Castes (1,383) — Mala,
Madiga; Muslims and Christians.  The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultu-
ral labour and other traditional occupations.

The Jain temple of Mahaveera and the temples of
Veeranurayuna, Someswara and Visweswara are the
important pluces of worship. Besides, thereis a temple
of Hanuman. There are the village deities Pochamma
and Yellamma in the viliage.
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Plate v -

The Jain temple. Kolanpaka.



Prate Vo Kodanda Rama
At Kotanpaka

Plate VI:

Sivalingam at Kolanpaka,

The Mahaveera temple is situated within a spa-
cious scompound of an area of four hundred square
yards facing east. The statue of Vrushabhadev,
the first of the twenty-four Jain theerthankaras
(religious leaders) occupies the centre of the sanctum
with those of Parswanath and Santhinath to the
right and left respectively. There are the statues of
ten more of them each over four feet high in padma-
sana posture and broad chests, carved out of black
stone. One of them is carved out of touch-stone.
The statue of Mahaveera, the last of the 24  theer-
thankaras, which is § feet high, is carved out of
Feroza stone and is valued at some crores of rupees.
At one time the Britishers appeared to have offered
seven crores of rupees for it and the offer was reject-
ed. The image of Padmavathi. the Jain Goddess. is
also kept in the temple. At theend of ewch prala-
vam (deluge) and after the re-creation of the Uni-
verse, the chain of twenty-four theerthankaras
appear to maintain dharma in the world. Mahaveera,
the last of theerthankaras is said to have lived about
2,488 years back. It is belicved that the temple at
Kolanpaka was established 1,800 years back and the
compound with 80 rooms is of later construction. The
idol of chevmukh (four faced) Santhinath is housed in
a small mantapam and the feet of Jindathsuri in
another within the compound.

The following is the legend connected with the
temple. Bharathachakravarthi. sonof Sri Vrushabha-
dev. the first theerthankara installed the image of
God on Ashtapadanagari and adorned it with his
ring inset with an emerald otherwise known as mani-
kyam. The Lord was named Manikyadeva. But this
attractive image was taken away by Vidhyadhara, an
angel. Ttwas taken by Indra, the Lord of Heaven
from Vidhyadhara; and Ravana, the rakshasa King
of Lanka got possession of it and gave it to his wife
Mandodari. After the destruction of Lanka, the
King of Oceans had the imnge in his possession. At
the desire of Padmavati Devi, his wife, Sankaradeva,
the King of Karnataka took it from the Sea God and
was carrying it on his back to his capital.  When he
reached Kolanpaka he felt a doubt whether the image
had been actually on his back or not, since he expe-
ricnced no weight at all.  When he searched for the
ido! he found that it scttled down at that place. From
then onwards the ido! shone in the sky for 680 years,
Sankaradeva constructed a temple and installed in it
an idol of Manikyadeva and gifted 12 villages for the
worship, etc. Kesarkusar; a pandit during the time
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of Yusuf Khan, a Subedar of Bahadur Shah (the last
of the great Mughals and the son of Aurangazeb)
renovated the temple and reinstalled the idol on
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in 1676. From
that time onwards, this has beeome a famous Jain
temple in Southern India. 1Itis believed that a visit
to this temple is equivalent to the visit to the famous
Jain Kshetras like Sathrujaya, Abuji, Kesariyaji and
Boyaniyaji.

Veeranarayana temple is in the centre of the
village. It must have been originally a Jain temple
for recently a Jain image of 5 feet height was un-
carthed in the temple premises. The main gate is
facing north instead of the customary east. After the
reign of Kakateeyas, the Velama Kings had come to
power and under their patronage the Vaishnavites
must have removed the Jain idol and installed the
Veeranarayana idol in its place. Even now thereis a
Jain inscription in the sanctum of the temple, It is
said that in the days of Muslim revolt the idol was
thrown into the koneru (pond) in front of the temple.
Ravuri Sanjeeva Kavi was a gifted Telugu poet of
the 18th Century and was the author of Veeranarayana
Satakam. 1t is said that as he composed and read
each poem the idol got up one step in the koneru and
finally it reached the 108th topmost step when the
last of the Ashtothara Satakam (108 poems) was
finished; and the ido) was reinstalled in the temple,
Whatever it might bz, itis this Sanjeeva Kavi who
was responsible for the renovation of the temple and
reinstallation of the idol with the help of Goparaju

Rayanamathya. There is also the idol of Lakshmi
Deviin the temple.

Someswara temple was constructed by the Kal-
yani Chalukya King, Kumara Someswara. The Lin-
gam was a sclf-m:nifested one and one of the pancha-
lingas through which the panchacharyas of Vecrasaiva
cult manifested themselves. The Lingam is believed
to have been of gold during Krithayugam, of silver in
Threthayugam, and of copper in Dwaparayugam. 1t
has changed to stone in Kalivugam. To the south of
the temple there is the idol of Chandika. To the
south-west of the temple there is a wonderful Lin-
gam, on which innumerable small Lingams are
craved out. It is called koti vokka (one crore and
one) Lingam, the reason being that with the Lingams
on this, the total number ot Lingams within the then
Kolanpaka area of pancha krosa parimitham was one
crorc and one. To the north of the temple there is



the temple of Prathaparudra and the architecture of
its pillars reminds onc of the Thousand Pillared Tcm-
ple at Warangal. In fact it must have been built
even beforethe temple at Warangal. The Archieolo-
gical Department recently took steps to halt fur‘thcr
dilapidation of the temple. In the vicinity of the
templc, a Lingam and a Nandi are discovered where-
ever carth is dug out. There are 22 mutts that are
attached to this temple cach belonging to one parti-
cular caste such as Vaisya, Sale, Chippe. Mera
(tailorsy. Perika. Goundla, Golla, Kapu, Jadara (a
sub-sect of weavers)., Meduara, Kuruma (shepherd),
Madign. Mala, etc. Only a few mutts have survived
the damage of times ‘and the Lingams therem are
worshipped even now.

Visweswara temple is 2 miles from the village,
with a koneru (pond) in front. Itis belicved lhut.
the water in the pond is as sacred as the water of
Gunges and the Lord is as greatas Visweswira o.t‘
Kasi. The pond is thus called Kasibugga (buggais
spring).

The temples o Yellamma, Pochamma and Honu-
man are the other places of worship in the village.

One noteworthy phenomenon at Kolanpaka is
that if one stands on the tank bund about a mile
from the villoge and calls out ‘Dhana Malli" a plain-
tive voice responds to the call, though there is no
hillock or a rock to take the response as an echo. ‘ln
fact it is not an echo. Itis belicved to be the voice
of a damsel done to death under tragic cireumstances.

An annual festival is celebrated at the Jam
temple for 3 days from Chaitra Suddha Triodasi to
Purnima (March-April). Duringall the three days as
many devotees as possible perform puja to one or
other of the idols in the temple. Therc is nobody
called pujari. Someone incharge of the temple per-
forms puja first in the morning. Alterwardsauny deve-
tee can worship the idols. The following daily pro-
gramme of puja is observed during the 3 days. Al
idols are first bathed in milk, next in water and later
rubbed with clean cloth thrice. Then chandunam
(sandal paste), kesari and flowers are applied particu-
larly to the navangams (nine parsts of the body — feet,
knees, hands, shoulders, head, forehead, throat.
umbilicus and heart). No naivedyam is offered, the
belief of Jains being thatafter mukthi (salvation)
there would be no hunger. But harathi is in practice,
The temple car is taken round the temple in proces-
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siotton the third day with an image of Jina (Maha-
[ was used to be previously taken through
This is a very

veera).
the important strects of the village.
ancient festival; its importance cxtending to t'hc
whole of the country.  There is a committee of Jawns
at Sceunderabad managing the afTairs of the temple
through paid agents. Devotees” mumticient contribu-
tions form the man  income of the temple, supple-
mented by the subscriptions raised by the Commillcf-
About 10 to 15 thousands Jains from atl over India
and a couple of thousands of Hindus, Mushms un'd
Christians take part in the car festival. There s
no particutar pujari and there 1sno question of qis-
tribution of prasadam in a Jam temple.  Thisisa
Swethambar temple, wherein the idols are Jdecorated
with clothes and jewels, whereas Digambar Sect of

Jains worship nude idols,

As many as three hundred shops sell sweets.
bangles, fancy goods, ete. forming atemporary bazaar
as it were from the village to the temple.

Specrtl trms run tor the annual festival, In
Fact Jains from distant places visit the temple every

day i groups of 20 and 30 and at times m hundreds

by special trains.
by the devotee. in the area around the temple, There
ix' 4 overhead water tank to supply water to the
visitors, who ate fed freefor three days of their visit
on ordinary days and onall the three days during

There are choultries constructed

the annual festival. The temple should not be elec-
tritied. but the compound and the rooms arc.

Lectures on Jain philo-ophy are delivered daily

during the festival period.

Veeranaravanaswamy  Uthsavam is celebrated
for &8 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-
April).

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated at the temple on
the first five days in the usual manner and with daily
processions.  The marriage function commences on
the sixth day with ankurarpanam: kalyanothsavam and
car festival are celebrated on the seventh day. Thc'
festival concludes on the eighth day with (‘/ltl/frlll'llf’
seva procession in a decorated palanquin. The follow-

ing is the dhyanam at the temple:

“d) FvZo sEEEluge CXg HE30

Sree Kesavam karathalo jvala ramya padmam,

Jo (& (S5 288 sée 3“0!‘56550
Chandraprabha vijitha dakshina Panchajanyam,

Sronod58 HEeto o889

—
Marthandakoti mahojwala vamachakram

$08 Koo HH5s 8)0s Sowrgo
Vande gadadharam mahasura brunda vandhyam.”

Itis an ancient festival and is of local importance.
The local Hindus participate. Sri Narayanachari, a
Brahminof Kasyapasa gotramis the pujari. Prasadam
is distributed to all.

SOURCE: 1. An article in Andhra Prabha Illustrated
Weekly, dt. 31-10-62.
2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals Sfurni-

shed by the Superintendent of Police.
Nalgonda.

3. Supplemented by the Research Assistant,
Fairs and Festivals.

12. Aler —Situated at a distance of 14 miles from
Bhongir. River Aleru flows nearby; hence is the
name, ‘Aler’ for the town. There are bus services
to Hyderabad. Warangal and Siddipet from this
town. Saiguda is a hamlet of this town. Aler s
a Railway Station on Secunderabad-Kazipet Section
of the Central Railway.

~ The total population of the town is 7,514 and it
is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Kapu, Kuruma, Padmasale, Kum-
mari, Kammara, Chakali, Gowda, etc., and Scheduled
Castes (1,136) — Mala, Madiga. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-

tural labour, sheep rearing, weaving and other tra-
ditional occupations.

Sti Rama temple with a self manifested image of
Lord, Ranganayakaswamy temple and Sjva temple
are thc. pllaces of worship in the village. Sri Rama
temple IS a vastarea of 3 acres of land outside the
village site of Saiguda. It is said that Lord Rama had
come to this place pursuing the golden deer and hal-
ted in this place for a while. The place is marked
by a rock knownas Ramula Banda. A temple was
constructed by the villagers. There is a sacred gun-
dam (pool) of 10 yards diameter in this place. Tt is
believed that there is treasure worth three thousand
rupees in the gundam. There is water always in that
g_undam (pool) and Hindus take bath in it on auspi-
crous days.  Sych round-shaped pools of water are
seldom seen in the country,
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Sri Ranganayakaswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated for 5days from Jaistha Suddha Ekadasi to
Purnima (May-June). Kalyanam of the Lord is per-
formed. It is of local significance. The villagers
are the patrons. The local Hindus congregate.

Puyjari is a Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram with here-
ditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 7 days from
Chaitra Suddha Navami to Purnima (March-April) in
Saiguda, a hamlet of this village. Talambralu or
marriage is an important function, The festival is
being celebrated for the past 200 years and is of
local singnificance. One Sri Singarachari, a Srivaish-
nava, is the patron. About 1,000 Hindus of local
and from the neighbouring villages congregate. Pu-
Jjariis one Sri Mangalagiri Seshachari with hereditary
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair ts held in connection with the festival near
the temple. Eatables, utensils, pictures and photos,
books. handloom and ready made clothes, etc., are
sold.

SOURCE : ] Sri N. Prathapa Reddy. Teacher, Zilla
Parishad High School. Aler.

2. Sri G. Balanarayana, Assistant Teacher,
Primary School. Aler.

13. Shahrajpet — Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from the Aler Railway Station and 20 miles from
Bhongir.

It is said that this village was called Shahrajpet
after the name of a family of early settlers.

The population of the village is 1,984 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Reddy, Gowda, Padmasale, Kuruva, Chakali,
Mudiraj, Kummari, etc., Scheduled Castes 478) —
Mala, Madiga, etc., and Muslims. The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
culturat labour,

The Siva temple and the temple of the village
deity Markamma with an image in human form with
acrown and holding a sword are the places of wor-
ship in the village.

Markamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 6 days
from Sravana Suddha Dasami (July-August). Pujas
are performed during the first 5 days, Carts are
taken round the temple. Toddy is poured before the
deity. Goats and fowls are sacrificed. The legs of



the sacrificed animil are hung before the deity. Intox-
icating drinks are used freely. The festival is being
celebrated from the time of the origin of the village
and is of local significance. A Gowda lady 1s appoin-
ted as the chief patron. Therc are no hereditary
rights. One who gets possessed of the deity will be
appointed as the patron. Local Hindus congregate.
The villagers go for vanabhojanam (picnic) after the
festival.

SOURCE: [. Sri Abdul Hafeez, Assistant Teacher.
Shahrajpet.
2. Sri V. Rajaiah, Assistant Teacher, Shah-
rajpet.
3. SriMd. Yaseen Ali, Headmaster, Shah-
rajpet.

14. Mootakedur —Situated at a distancc of 6 miles
from the Vangapalle Railway Station and 14 miles
from Bhongir.

The total population of the village is 3.745 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Reddy, Kuruma, Golla, ete., and Scheduled
Castes (527) - Madiga. The chief mcans of livehi-
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural Lub-
our, cumbly weaving and other traditional occupa-
tions.

Beerapp: temple is the place of worship in the
villauge.  This is a tutelary deity.

Once in 9 years Beerappa Teertham is celebrated
for 5 diys in Phalgunam (February-March).  Sheep
are sacrificed. It is betieved that the flocks of sheep
would be multiplied if the earth mixed with the blood
of the sacrificed animz! is spread among on the flocks
of the sheep. TItisonly confined to Kuruma commu-
nity and is of only local significance. About 1,000
Hindus, chiefly Gollas and Kurumas. congregate.

A fair is held in connection with the festival.

Fatables, etc., are sold.

SOURCE: Sri P. T. Zam, Mootakodur.

15. Kandukur (Pedda) — Situated at a distance of
half-a-mile from the Vangapalle Railway Station.

The population of the villageis 1,398 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Reldy, Gowda, Kurichu, Kummarn. Chakali;
and Scheduled Castes (213).
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

The chief means of
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There is Katamayva tempie with an rmagein
human form in the village. Katamayya is the tute-

lary deity of Gowdas.

Katamavya Jatara is celebrated for a day in
Sravanam (July -Augusty. Bonalu are offerad. FOW!S
and sheep are sacrificed in fulfitment of vows. It is
chicfly confined 1o Gowdr community. They are the
patrons. About 1,000 local Hindus, mostly Gowdas,
congregate.

A fairis held in this connection, where eatables,
ctc., are sold.

Sri K. Satyanaravana, Assistant Teacher,
Kandukur.

SOURCRB:

16. Yadgiripalle —Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from the Ruaigiri Railway Station on the Kazipet-
Hyderabad Section of the Central Ralwey, 8 miles
from Bhongir and 40 miles from Hyderabad. The
village is also connected by good motor road with
bus service both from Kazipet and Hyderabad, A
hill in the villige is called Yadgiriguttas,

“Erom the foot of the hill there are four routes
to the top of the ull. At the end of the road from
Raigir Rinlway Station at the very foot of tl?c hill,
can be prommently seen what s called the *Vankun-
ta Dwatam’ and tasmg from ot as attractinely a
serres of stone steps, well-cut, comfortably wide,
and orderlv tolook at. They number about 378 and
take aboaut 1S aunutes toascemd. The second toute
padala dari (e path of the feety s so called be-
cause it is believed that the [Tord traversed this
way and teft His foot prints on the rock. This path
1 about a furtong off to the rizht and conasts of a
series of stonz steps. about 108 in number,  They
are not so rewular!y car and comfortably Jevelled as
the former, but joan th-maboot half way up.  This
route 18 geaerally preferred by those conng from
the east of the hill. Both these series of steps are
constructed mostly by devatees and are provided
with clecrric lights along stde up to the top. The
third route, para merlu (old stepsyis so called be-
cause aseries of steps which evidently formed the
path before the regular steps came inta existence
are branching off from the steps up the *Vaikunta
Dwaran® at a very short distance to the left. But
they can hrdly be called steps, as they aye not
rewularly cut This way is shorter and more shady,
hut rarely used as itis more ditlicult of ascent, than
the other two, The fourthtoume 1. ¢, motor rowe
iv usuatly taken by those who come by cars, but can
also be used for going on foot.  This road runs from
the end of the Raigir road to the left, 1t i pretly
well maitained and s certamby a more comfort-
able way, but is steep in some places and requires
good care for safe travel by car. A number of
guard-stones are placed along side at certain places
to lessen the dinger.'"!

The road witl soon be opened for bus trafic and
Journey to the hill will then become easy.

1 An article in Englisﬁui_ﬁ Aradhana of Déccmbér, 1962 by Sri A. Mallikarjuna Rao.

. “ln the Thretayuga there was a rishi by name
Vibhandaka. His son was the famous Rishyasringa,
whoshad ason by name Yadava., From the child-
hood onwards, Yadava was devoted to Lord Vishnu
and was hungering to have a darshan of the ‘sak-
shatkara’ of Lord Vishnu, in his swarupa of Lord
Narasimha. In order to achieve and realise his
heart’s desire, he selected this secluded hill for do-
ing his penance. There is a tradition in our country,
that secluded spots unvisited by men are particular-
ly susceptible of inducing great peace and concen-
tration since there will not be the impact of the
vibrations of the human mind in these lonely and
sacred places. Yadagiri-gutta is one such secluded
place and Yadava was carrying on his penance or
thapascharya with one-pointedness of mind and
with complete ekagrara with a desire to have dar-
shan of Lord Vishnu as Narasimha. Lord Vishnu
was pleased with the intensity, patience and per-
fectness of his penance, and appeared before
Yadava to confer boons on him. Yadava then beg-
ged the Lord to show him the three supernal forms
of the Lord which had captivated his heart, viz., the
Swarupas of Lord Vishnu as Jwala Narasimha, Gan-
daberanda Narasimha, and Yogananda Narasimha.
Accordingly, Lord Vishnu granted the boon, and
gave darshan of the above thrce forms of the
Narasimha Avarara to Yadava., But Yadava was
stitl not fullv catisfied with this flzcting view of the
Lord, and the hunger in his soul required that he
should constantly remain in the presence of the
Lord Himself. He, therefore, begged of the Lord
to rcmiin permanently in the hill in those three
forms. The Lord who was well pleased with the
devotion of Yadava, acceded to his request, and
began to live there permancntly on the hill in the
above three forms of Lord Narasimha. Thus, the
hill got its nam: as ‘Yadavagiri®, the corrupted form
of which is Yadagiri. The threc forms of Lord
Narasimha arc to be seen at three plots in the pre-
miscs of the present temple provided one searches
for them with devotion and sincerity.”!

Historically, Yadagiti otherwise known as Yada-
girigutta because of the temple of the Lord on a hill,
is connected with Bhuvanagiri Yadava Kings. Bhu-
vanagiri fortis about 7 miles from Yadagiripalle and
the Yadava Kings ruled the area as vassals of the
Kakateeya Kings of Warangal. After King Pratha-
parudra of Warangal had been captured and taken
prisoner to the Delhi court, the Sultan of Delhi sent
his son to completely subjugate Warangal. The Pri-
nce of Delhi, however, found it impossible to achieve
his aim and sought the help of the King of Bhuvana-
giri which was then known as Devagiri. The Kaka-
teeyas fought to the end. but faced death and destruc-
tion. On their way back from Warangal, the Yada-
va kings are said to have constructed the temple of
Lord Narasimha. This is clzimed to be the source
for calling the place Yadagiripalle.

The total population of the village is 1,760 and
itis made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaishnuava, Padmasale, Gowndla, Kapu,
Chakali; and Scheduled Castes (291) — Madiga. The

chief means of livelihood of the poeple are agriculture
agricultural labour and trade. Over 50 persons are
employed in temple service and hundreds engage
themselves in helping the pilgrims for wages both on
the hill and in the village and in leading them from
Raigiri Railway Station. Several are engaged in
trade supplying the daily necessities of the pilgrims
at the foot of the hill.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple is the
chief shrine on the hill. The only other temple is
that of Siva, which is but a small building with a
prathistha (installed) Lingam and images of Nandi,
Rajarajeswari and other Saiva deities. There is
small Hanuman temple within the compound of the
chief shrine. As we go up the hill by the central flight
of steps we find beautiful arches here and there and a
resting place half way up.

**As we reach the top of the hill, we find we are
entering a well - Jaid out town spreading out before
us, with good roads and neat and orderly streets
well arranged in a rectangular shape, We see
buildings on either side of the roads and to
complete the picture of a town, there are also some
shops that supply the daily necessaries of the in-
habitants. The buildings are, almost all, ‘Dharma
salas’, built by devotees, many evidently at great
cost, and we sce they are quite modern in appear-
ance. The main entrance to the temple, which is
known as the Simhadwaram, has an imposing tower
studded with many puranic imagcs. On passing
through it, we have to get down some steps to
reach the main temple which is on a lower level
than the outside town. After going down a few
steps from the Stimhadwaram, there is to the right a
temple of Panchamukha Anjaneyaswamy, who is
acting, as it were, as an ever watchful sentinel.
Round the Hanuman temple there is a rock with a
clift. A figure symbolising the aspect of ‘Ganda-
berunda Narasimha’, one of His aspects the Lord
promised to Yadava is believed to be at the bottom
of the upper part of the rock. After getting down
the steps we enter the Mukhamantapam to the left.
A number of bells hang from its ceiling to be rung
by the devotces during puja. The temple faces west
and in front of its door stands the dwajasthambham.
After we pass the temple doors, we enter a cave
with a beautiful sloping vault, which touches our
heads, like a benediction and we have to stoop
slightly to go forward. On the left, runs a stone-
platform. The chest at the end of it is what is call-
ed Galla Perte and is meant for pilgrims to drop in
their cash and other costly offerings in fulfilment of
their vows. The platform itself isused for special
and personal puja. Those who wish to make such
‘puja’ arc seated on this platform before a holy
symbol of the deity, to which the ‘puja’ is perform-
ed. At the end of this stone-platform is the Holy
of Holies. We see two rocks close to each other one
facing the other. On the inner side of the rock
facing us, we can see, if the priests arc obliging, an
imprinted image having the shape of a serpent’s
hood and ending like its tail; and this is
believed to be the aspect of the dcity known
as ‘Jwala Nrusimha’. There is tradition, that
a divine serpent moves and plays about the image.

1

Ramesan, Sti N., Temples and Legends of Andhra Pradesh, pp. 165-166.



On the opposite rock, outside it, and facing us
obliquely, is another image of a figure seated in
‘Yogic’ meditation and this is said to represent
Yogananda Nrusimha.™"!
These rocks form an integral part of the cave and so
there is no possibifity of having any modern structure
in between them without dismantling the natural
structure.

‘As these two images of the Lord are not nor-
mally visible to the worshipper, silver tmages of
Lakshmi and Nrusimha are placed in front of the
rocks for purposes of general darsan and routine
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worship,''2

Behind the silver images, the images of Lak<hmi
and Narasimha carved on the rock have the duily and
periodical abhishekams. A small sanctum to the lelt
of this temple facing north, contains the mudavieraham
and uthsavavigraham of Godadevi, the divine consort.
The mantapam to the left of this contains the idols of
five of the twelve Vaishnavite saints, reputed as
Pannendu Alwars. Ramanuja, one of the three com-
mentators of Bhagavadgita is one. Nammalwar is
another. He is known as Adadipurusha of Srivaishna-
vas. He lived for 35 years having the knowledge of
the soul and the Lord even from the time of his birth.
He tasted no mother’s milk, took no food, had no
slecp and answered no calls of nature. He wrote 4
books of authority on Vaishnavism; they are: (1)
Thiruvayi Mozhi, (2) Thiruchchanda Viruththam,
(3) Thiruvandadi, (4) Thiruvasidiam. Manuavala
Mahamunulu is the third Alwar repiesented here and
he had left behind authoritative and convincing
vyakhyanams (annotations) to scveral Srivaishnava
books. The fourthis Thirumangayalwar. who lost
himself in the service of the Lord.  He was a4 com-
mander-in-chief and like Ramadas of Bhadrachalam
spent government moncey in feeding Vishnu bhakthas.
After dismissal from his high post, he took to stealing
in order to continue his life’s mission of feeding the
devotees of the lord. After testing the devotee, the
Lord granted him salvation. The fifth is Thiruppani-
alwar, who was born as a Huarijanin Srecrangam.
The practice to warn a Harijan to go away from the
presence of a Brahmin in those days was to clap (he
hands making loud noise. The belief of the day was
that no Harijan should tread the sacred ground round
the temple of Lord Ranganathaswainy of Sreerangam.

Thiruppanialwar respected the practice and curbed
his yearning for the darsan of the Lotd. He used to
sit on the banks of Cauveri, forgetting himself in his
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meditation of the Lord. One day a group of Brah-
mins proceeding to the river with music tobring
water for the abhishckam of the Lord caught sight of
him and tried to drive him off with the usual clapping
of hands. The Alwar was unconscious of thesound
and the warning. The enraged Brahmins began to
pelt stones. The pujaris of the temple were sur-
prised 1o see stones itting the wlol of the Lord in the
temple.  Posse.simg someone, the Lord revealed that
they were the stones aimed at his great devotee
Thiruppanialwar by the Brahmins on the banks of
Cawveri and desired that the devotee should be

brought to him immediately.  But, the Alwar refused

to tread the sacred ground.  The Brahmins had no

choice but to carry lim on thar shouldeis to the
temple.  The Lord recerved  Thiruppamalwar with
open arms and merged him o Himsell - As we go
round the temple we see that the temple properis
only an ancient cave and the walls roand it have been
built in modern times, The several pamtings which
represent the dasavatharas  (the 10 incarnations of
Lotd Vishnu) and other puranic iguses are of recent
origin.

“This passage as well as the one tound the
Hanuman temple as covered with roof to protect
the pilgnms doog pradak shinams, from sun and
rin. A hitle to the recar of the temple, there s a
small enclosed hall, whichas for the vahanas of the
deity and the squire pitan front of 1t~ hhomagun-
dam® (the sacnficial pit). A Jdoor at the back of the
courtyard leads us to another enclosure, which ivan-
tended for specral personal functions, lthe Sathya-
NALAY NN Vr@Iadms, Upanayandms marriages, cte., to
be carricd on undisturbed by the temple  nitual and
crowds of devotees.  Comung out of the Simhadwa-
ram, we sce next to gt on the road to the feft o
ratham tchatioty s the chaiotused for rarthoth-
savam (car fostvaly which s the greatest yearly
event of the place.  Gomg along this road, and
turning to the street to the right, we sce at the end
of ita flight of steps taking us to i pond, called Nru-
simha Pushkarini, whichis about 125 ft by 175t {tis
said to be related in "Skanda Purana’ that this pond
was dug by Yadarshi himself for tus daily ablutions.
It is considered so sacred that 1t is the water of this
‘pushkarini’ and no other water, that s used for
the daily abhisheham (bathy of the daity. A dip 1n
this pond is considered essential for the spiritual
benefit of the visit to this plice to be complete.
Here we see separate arrangements made for Ladies
to bath and change their clothes. We sce also a
Hanuman idol installed at the pushharing,

Coming back from the pushharini, up the flight
of steps and walking straight a few vards we sec on
our right, what is calicd Addala Mahal (the palace
of mirrors) which isused for special occasions and
for special worship by pilgrims. The hall by the side
of Addala Mahal is ¢alled Sabha mandapam which is
fairly spacious. [t 15 used for large gathering on oc-
casions. Almost opposite to the Subha mandapam we
see another ratham (chariot).  1tas for rathorhsavam
of Lord Siva, the presiding deity of Sivalayam.”™

An article in Aradhana of December, 1962 by Sri A. Mallikarjuna Rao
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2& 3 Ibid.
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Plate VII: Sri Laxmi Narasimhaswamy.

—Courtesy : Executive Officer, Sri Laxmi Narasimhaswamy Devasthanam
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The central highest spot on the hill has the office
room ahd about 15 rooms which are rented to rich
visitors.

“Down the hill adjoining the motor-road one
acre of land is set apart for growing the Tulasi
flowers, plaintain leaves, etc., usced for the worship
of the deity.”"}

SriLakshmi Narasimhaswamy Brahmothsavam is
celebrated for 11 days from Phalguna Suddha Vidiya to
Dwadasi (February-March).  Festival arrangements
are made a month in advance. Ankurarpana or inau-
guration is on the cvening of the first day after the
preliminary sevasthivachanam in the morning. Dhwa-
Jjarohanam or flag hoisting cercmony takes place in
the morning and in the evening the procession idols
are worsh pped and havanam commences. 1t continues
in the morning on all the subscquent days till the
purnahuthi on the tenth day of the festival andthe
ninth day from commencement. The procession of
idols is taken from the third day successively on sesha
(serpent), hamsa  (swan), ponna (a tree which is
dear to the Lord), Simha (lion), aswa {horse) and
gaja (elephant) vahanams. The marriage ceremony
which commences on the sixqp day with edurukolu
takes place onthe seventh day. The car festival is
on the cvening of the ninth day afer (he procession

in the morning on silver garuda (the sacred kite

\vehiclc of Lord Vihhnll). The small car well decora-

ted with the procession idols on is taken, on the
cement roads around the eclevated office roomon all
the four sides and is brought back to the shed. The
daily procession during the festivalon the different
vahanams is also taken by this route on this little com-
pact and well-planned hill. The function practically
concludes on the 10th day with purnahuthi chakrq.
theerthaseva, the impressive prize distribution, dopy
uthsavam (plundering the Lord of his jewels, etc.),
and finally srungara dolothsavam in the night. Vigwad-
goshti  (conference of the learned), kavithagositi
(conference of poets) and parayanam are the side
activities from the third on to the sixth day. There
is scope for exhibition of talents by musicians, vocal
and instrumental. Dances also provide entertainment
from the 7th tol0th day. Pandits, poets, musicians and
dancers from several partsof Andhra attend these
conferences and as much as ten thousand rupees are
spent from the temple fundsto honour them with

prizes.

G

The sthothm at the Yadgiri Lakshmi Narasim-
haswamy temple recited before the Lord is :

“%j s To %ms*asv IS0
Q___

Sree Yadasaila sikharojwala parijatham

T (2AD0 BILCHHITE o
Dhyeyapriyam dinakarabhaya hastha kamam

ErorSaro %050 B3 e 00 ¥j
Mayapaham madhutipum mahadujwalam Sree

odg¥yloi HATo BTN

Lakshmeenrusimha manisam sirasanamami

%3 o ob¥o §59800 H¥o mT oo

Sreedayakam sivavirinchi nutham susantham

YT oErd Lo H95Ers A%0

Adharabhutha makhila pradamadi devam

TEi 00T o KETESo %9

Kadeha ravimatham garudasanam Sree

oéééa.'oo T HR¥0 B

Lakshmeenrusimha manisam sirasanamami

080T 2%do nFvnrsdtKo

Bulendumowli vinutham bahudasaposham

voolEshso vwebsoso
Alambithasuranutham athibheekarabham
wvﬁaaﬁb r¥eo BESrESo @)
.
Balagrahadi haranam paramarthadam Sree
0dgRyho e Eede HBY0 HEIF 00
Lakshmeenrusimha manisam manasasmarami

%j HouT 88T Do 4DIY &0

Sree chandanarchithathanum sikhisannibhabham

DT od oo HEIETS0

Neechasuradi haranam nirupadhinadham

T HAY S8 I8 & BT HmaHo @

Vachamagocharacharithra manamayam Sree

ody Hytoi HIVo I 8,000

Lakshmeenrusimha manisam manasa smarami

1 An article in Aradhana of December, 1962by Sri A, Mallikarjuna Rao.
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Sreesaradapavinutham jithasarvalokam

Do TRSECo mda‘ﬁ&d:‘;;’o

Pasankusayudhadharam badabagnirupam

HTLTEHD DosT dr9uro @)

Easadhinadhamathisundara vigraham Sree

o&é “x o 0o LRI

Lakshmecenrurimha manisam sirasanamami.’’

The sthothram recited before the Divine Convort
Godadevi is :

HXSD Lol Kot d

Namasthe sindhusambhuthc¢

NHo 553505‘3
— [

Namasthe padmasambhave

SRR RN Eatl)

Namassaroruhavase

Toche Heoond

Narayana kutumbinec.”

Offerings are made in the form of cash and kind in
fulfilment of vows.

Brahmothsavam is a 400 ycar old celebration
extending to the entire country. and Hindu devotees
even from abroad attend the festival now and then.
A Brahmin family claimed dharmadhikaram (owner-
ship over the temple) and the present dharmadhikari
Sri Sitharamaiah, fought for the right ina court of
law when the Religious Endowments Board of the
then Nizam’s State wanted to take possession of it.
It was finally settled on the strength of a sanad gran-
ted to the family by the Nizam recognising the right
of the family. The management passed on to a
Committee of which the dharmadhikari is an ex-officio
member limiting his claim for one third share in the
income of the temple. The dharmadhikari is now
being paid Rs. 750 per month. Sri Ramdayal Seth
who continued as the President of the Committee for
20 years is responsible for laying the road from
Raigir Station to the foot of thehill and construct-
ing the towers and choultries. Sri Mandumula
Narasingarao, ex-minister of Andhra Pradesh got
the temple electrified during his Presidentship. Sri
Pannalal Pitti was appointed as President of the
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Commutice by the Andhra Pradesh (‘m\crnn.\cm frcfm
1954, This Committec is managing the enfire ;\ﬂ'.alrs
It has now acquired absolute right

of the temple.
" d several

over the site of the temple, the tank an
choultries. Hitherto the site belonged to the Govern-
ment and the structures to the temple. An amount
of Rs. 1.32.000 is invested by the templean govern-
ment secutities.  The interest thereon and as mu&:h
as Ro. 4 lakhs in the Aundi form the mmf\
Almost the entire amount 18
spent for the danly, occastonal and ;mn‘u;nl.cch:.bra-
tons, facitities for the visttors,  contributions to
cducational mstitutions and  donations to ceveral
institutions, as detwled ¢tsewhere.  The
mostly in the form
' Gzes and

collections
income of the temple.

religious
min offerings in the hundi are
of silver jewels of innumerable shapes., "
designs according to the vows of the respective
The silver and gold, if any, and the cash

devotees. )
month 1M

colfected are brought to account pnee 2
the presence of the Exceutise  Officer ;Imd one or
more members of the Muanaging Committee.  The
qixty servants of the
temple account for more than Rs. 5,000 and at Icn.Sl
daily for naivedyam and dis-
ng food to some of
1t is dhar-

monthly disbursements to the

one bag of rice s cooked
tribution of prasadam and pros idi
the visitors. There are no fees tov darasan. it .
madarsan (free entrance) at all hours tixed for it, Daily
visitors to the temple number nearly a thousand, and
are well over 2,000 on Fridays, Saturdays and Su.n~
davs. The visitors during Brahmothsavam arc s anas
bl)" over a lakh, though they do not throng tl'lc hil!
at the same time.  They are all Hindus. Stimath
Radha Bai, the wife of Sn Sitharamaiah, the prchnl
dharmadhikari has been recognised as the pujari with
hereditary rights; and her deputy Sri Vangapuram
Narasimhachari,a Srivaishnava of Athreyasa gotram
designated as sthanachari, is the chief priest .:lt t‘he
temple.  Prasadam i~ distributed to all three tfmcs a
day after worship and naivedvam in the morning, at

noon and in the night.

Though there isno regulay fair Feld in connee-
lion with the Brahmothsavam, the two scores Of. shops
catering to the daily nceds of the visitors are increa-
sed to hundreds during Brahmothsavan at the fgol of
the hill, on the roadside up the hill, and in the
available limited space on the hill with eatables.
utensils. mirrors, combs, lanterns, torches, drugs.
books, photos, clothes, agricultural implements etc.,
cte. The entertainments for the common man arc

not worthy of note. He satisfies himself with the
darsan of the Lord, processions and harikathas. But
cultured people of interest have opportunity to wit-
ness the performance of a number of pandits, poets
and musicians, vocal and instrumental, who congre-
gate in a large number and take away with them
prizes worth Rs. 10,000 annually from the Temple
Committee.

The interest of the Committee evinced in impro-

ving year after year the facilities for the pilgrims is

marked and laudable. An estimate of Rs. 2,00,000

has been got sanctioned to black-top the 2 miles road
from Raigiri Railway Station to the foot of the hill.

At a cost of 13 lakhs of rupees, the ghat road from

the foot of the hill to the top will be made fit and
safe for regular bus service. On the hill there are
many choultries affording free accommodation for a
few thousands. During Brahmothsavam, several man-
tapams and shade of trees on the hill afford ample
shelter. There are 15 special rooms which are rented
out and one set of them isair-conditioned. Every

street and lane on the hill are cemented and there is
a sanitary establishment to keep the entire hill area
clean. Bath-rooms and antiseptic latrines are attac-
hed to each set of rooms. Drinking water is supplied
on the road side and in the choultries all the 24 hours
through taps. A wellis acquired at the foot of the
hill and double pumps and engines are set up for
supplying water to the hill-town. The water is
machine filtered on the hill. At two busy corners on
the hill, special arrangements are made to supply
cool drinking water from two refrigerators. The
pond or tank on the hill is used for bathing and water
from it is used for washing clothes. The rush at the
tank is so great that the water becomes very dirty.
The Committee has undertaken a scheme at a cost of
1} lakhs of rupees to clean the tank water at the rate
of fifty thousand gallons per hour and execution of
the work is completing. There are hotels at the foot
of the hill and hotel-keepers from Bhongir run special
branches at the foot of the hill during Brahmothsavam.
Besides free distribution of prasadam, the temple sells
packets of prasadam. The temple maintains two
kitchens, one with Vaishnava cooks and another with
Smartha cooks and a few visitors are fed freein one
or the other for 3 days all through the year. It also
runs a canteen at moderate rates supplying meals and
tiffin. Streets, choultries, temples and rooms are
fitted with electric lights and current is supplied all
the twenty four hours. A Police out post on the hill
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maintains law and order on the hill. The temple
maintains a rural dispensary at its own cost. The hill
will soon have trunk telephone facility also.

The temple is maintaining a gosala and there are
25 cows at present. The temple runs a training centre
for archakas fora 3 months’ course and the trainees
are awarded certificates after test to perform wor-
ship on pancharatrarchana vidhanam. 1t also runs a
Sanskrit school to train pupils for the Government
entrance examination, giving them free tuition, food
and lodging. Donations made by the temple to
¢ducational institutions at Nalgonda, Hyderabad and
other places have come to nearly eighty thousand
rupees. For the maintenance of the minor temples an-
nually, the temple contributes as much as Rs. 25,000,

Besides this annual festival, some of the common
Hindu festivals and a few special festivals are cele-
brated regularly. Chaitra Suddha Padyami {March-
April), the Telugu New Year’s dayis also the first
day-of vasantha navarathrothsavam. For 9 daysfrom
that day, there is Ramayana parayanam with homam
on the last day. Ramanuja Thirunakshatram (the
birthday celebration) is inaugurated on Chaitra Suddha
Chavyiti (March-April) and is concluded on Navami-
Hanuman Jayanti and teppothsavam are celebrated
op Chaitra Suddha Purnima. Nrusimha Jayanti is ce.
lebrated on Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi (April-May)
with advance preparations on the previous day.
Besides the regular archanas, sataghatabhishekam (bat-
hing the Lord with 100 pot‘fult of water) is the special
function on the occasion. Satakopamuni Thirunak-
shatram is on the next day. Toli Ekadasi is on
Ashadha Suddha Ekadasi (June-July)and Andal Thiru-
nakshatram is on Sravana Suddha Tadiya (July -
August).  Pavithrothsavam is on Suddha Dwadasi and
utlu kottuta on Bahula Dasami in the same month.
Vamana Jayanti is a special observance here on
Bhadrapada Suddha Navami ( August-September).
It is a celebration of the birth of Lord Vishnu as
Vamana (dwarf) to Aditi and Kasyapu in order to
destroy Bali, a wicked rakshasa king renowned for
granting the desires of others and keeping up his
words. Besides the usual celebration of Dasara
from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami (September-October)
sarannavarathri parayanams are held during the pe-
riod. Deepavali is on Asviyuja Bahula Chathurdasi.
Varadamuni Thirunakshatram is on Kartika Suddha
Chaviti ( October-November), Thirumangayalwar
Thirunakshatram is on Purnima and Thiruppanialwar



Thirunakshatram is on Bahula Padyami. Dhanurmasam
commences on Margasira Suddha Ekadasi (November-
December). The first of the threc daily pujas, offer-
ings and distribution of prasadam which happens at
8-00 a. m. on ordinary days are completed before
sunrise during the one month period of dhanurmasam
observation.

SOURCE : [, SriG. Vittal. Assistant Teacher. Yada-
giripalle.
2. An article in Andhva Prabha Weekly,
dated 2-1-63.

2(a) An article in Sunday Standard. dared
23-8- 64.

3. An article by Sri T. Rajeswara Rao in
Andhra Prabha Dy, dated 155 60.

4. Aradhana of December. 1962

S. Temples and Legends of Andhra Pra-
desh by N. Ramesan.

6. Places of Interest in Andhra Pradesh
by Information and Public Relations
Deartpment. Hyderahad,

7. The Administration Report of the
Temple,

8. Supplemented by Research Assistant by
avisit to the place.

17. Peddireddiguda, hamlet of Datarpalic - Situated
at a distance of one mile from Yadgirigutta and 5
miles from Bhongir.

The population of the village is 1,444 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
-- Munnuru Kapu, Kalali, etc.. and Scheduled Castes
(182) - - Madiga. The chief means of  livehhood of
the people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Narasimhaswamy temple is the place of
worship in the village.

Sri Narasimhaswamy Rathothsavam is celebra-
ted for four days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi (Jan-
uary-February). Cocoanuts are offered.  The fest-
val is being celebrated for the past 5 vears and is of
local significance.

One Sri Saduneni Narasimha Ruao of Munnuru
Kapu community is the patron. About 800 Hindu
people. local and from the necighbouring villages,
congregate. Sri Kodakandla Tirumalacharya, a Vai-
shnava, is the pujari.

A fair is held in this connection for 2 or 3 days
near the temple. Eatables. mirrors. combs, pictures,
photos, etc., are sold.

6N

lhere are two choultries tor the pilgrims.

SOURCE - An Enumerator.
18. Chouderpalle, hamlet of Marriyal - Situated at

distance of 8 miles from Bhongir,

The total population of the village v 3,672 and
s made up ot several sub-communities of Caste Hin-
dus: and Scheduled Castes 476y The chiet means of
livelihood of the people are apriculure, agricultural

Labour and other tadimonal occupations,

There v Mallanna temple with the stonc image
i hunum torm m this vllage There are also the
temples of village detnes ot Peddamma, Mutyalamma
and Pochamma. A story s told about the origin of
Mallanna temple.  About 100 years ago. a Golla
devotee who was incapable of going to- Seisailam was
offering bonams to the Lord at the place where the
While doing so he got

possessed of the deity and a stone image of the Lord

temple s located at present.
appeared there A mantapan was constiucted at that

phice and Jatara began to be celebrated there.

Mallanna Jatara s celebrated for 3 days from
Muagha Suddha Dwadasi(January February) Jangams
gather and peitorm homam with ghee.  Dishtikum-
bham and agnigundam arc performed.  The function
concludes with the Aalvananm of the Lord. Moustaches
and umbrcllas are offered to the deity in fultilment of
vows. Fasting and offering of naivedyam are the
domestic observances.  The Jatara is being celebra-
ted for the past about 100 years and is of local signi-
ficance. About 1.000 Hindus of all communities
participate fiom local and nearby villages. Sarvasri
Kukutla Ramaiah and Lakshmayya of Golla com-
munity arc the pujaris.

A fair is held for 3 days in connection with the
A few shops are kept with catables, unten-

sils, lanterns, torches. toys, nurrors. combs, etc.

festival.

Bhagavatham (the story of Mallanna deity) 1s
played on the last day

There is a choultry constructed by the pujaris.
There is free feeding for a day.

SOURCE :  §ri M. A. Jabbar Khan. Headmaster, Pri-
mary School. Chouderpalle.

19. Cheekatimamidi — Situated at a distance of
about 8 miles from Bhongir.

The population of the village is 1.936 and itis
made up of various sub-communities of Caste Hindus;
and Scheduled Castes (101). The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture are agricultural
labour.

Thirumalingeswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village. His festival is celebrated for a day in Chaitram
(March-April). It is of local significance. About
500 local Hindus congregate without any distinction
of caste or creed.

SOURCE :  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by
the Superintendent of Police, Nalgonda.

20. Pyararam — Situated ata distance of 10 miles
from Bhongir.

The population of the village is 870 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Reddy, Goundla, Golla, Kammara, Sale, Kum-
muri, etc., and Scheduled Castes (96). The chief
means of livelthood of the people areagriculture and
agricultural labour.

Mallanna temple and Venugopalaswamy temple
are the places of worship in the village. There is a
cave temple of Sri Rama at a distance of 2 furlongs
to the north of the village,

Mallanna Jatara is celebrated for 3 days from
Phalguna Suddha Padyami (February-March). Fasting
is observed and the devotees take bathin a tank near
the temple. The festival is being celebrated for the
past 60 years and is of local significance. The chief
patrons are Jangams. About 2,500 Hindus, local and
from the surrounding villages, congregate. Pujari is
a Jangam with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distri-
buted to all,

A fair is held in this connsction near the temple.
Eatables, earthenware articles, lanterns, torches, mir-
rors. combs, pictures, photos, bamboo baskets and
toys are sold.

Dramas and bhajans afford entertainment to the
visitors.

SOURCE:  Sri Chimmula Ram Reddy, Cultivator, Pya-
raram.
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21. Ramalingampalle — Situated at a distance of
about 9 miles from Bhongir.

The population of the village is 946 and it is
made up of various sub-communities of Caste Hin-
dus ; and Scheduled Castes (188). The chief means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture and agri-
cultural labour.

Lord Someswaraswamy is worshipped in the vil-
lage. His Jatara is celebrated for a day on Phalguna
Suddha Chathurdasi (February-March). It is of
local significance. About 1,000 local Hindus partici-
pate.

SOURCE: Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the District Health Officer, Nalgonda.

22. Mahadevpur — Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from the Bibinagar Railway Station. ’

The population of the village is 261 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Kapu, Munnuru Kapu ; and Scheduled Castes
(94) — Mala. Madiga. The chief means of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

There arc three temples of beautiful stone cons-
truction in this village. Tt is believed that they be-
longed to the times of Akkanna and Madanna of
Kutub Shahi Court. The Siva temple has Sivalingam
and images of Ganapathi and Nandi; Vishnu temple
has images of Lord Vishnu, Radha and Rukmini.
There is Goddess Parvati in another temple. These
are the places of worship in the village.

v

Sivaratri Mahothsavam is celebrated for 3 days
from Magha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya (January-
February). Rathothsavam is celebrated. Sevas are
performed in fulfilment of vows. Devotees take bath
in koneru (pond) and observe jagaram. 1t is being
celebrated for the past 25 years and is of local signi-
ficance. Temple Committee organises the festival.
About 5 to 6 thousand Hindus, local and from neigh-
bouring villages, participate. A Brahmin is the pujari.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held near the temple in this connection.
Eatables, earthen pots, torches, lanterns, mirrors,
combs, kumkum, toys, clothes. etc., are sold.



Dramas. Harikathas, bhagavatham, bhajuns, ctc.,
afford entertainment to the vsitors.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Sudidha
Navami (March-April) in Vishnu temple.

SOURCE: Sri Mohammad Siddique Mohiuddin, Ascis-
tant Teacher, Mahadevapur.

23. Jainepalle —Situated at a distance of 2 miles
from Bibinagar Railway Station and 10 miles from
Bhongir.

The population of the village is 749 and it is
made up of the following communitics :  Caste Hin-
dus — Reddy, Kamma. Kalali. Bantu, Kammara,
Vadla, Chakali, Mangali, Kamsali, etc.. and Sche-
duled Castes (109).  The chief means of livelihood
of the people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Village deity Gandi Mysamma temple with an
image in female form with four hands riding an ele-
phant is the place of worship in the village.

Gandi Mysamma Uthsavam is celebrated for a
day on Phalgnna Bahula Dasami (Fcbruary-March).
Cocoanuts are offered. Goats and fowls are sacrific-
ed. Intoxicating drinks are freely used. The devo-
tees decorate their carts and take them in procession.
The festival is being celebrated for the past about 50
years and is of local significance. About 800 Hindus
of all communities, local and from nearby villages,
congregate.

A few shops are kept with catables, bangles,

etc. .

Bhagavatham and dramas afford entertainment to
the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri Ch. Raji Reddy, Patwari, Jainepalle.

24. Wadaparthi — Situated at a distance of 4 fur-
longs from the Bhongir-Jagidepur road and 4} miles
from Bhongir. This was originally called "Eduwadala
Wadaparthi’ as there were 7 streets. Of these, six
streets became extinct, and the village is now called
mere Wadaparthi (Wada is a street).

The population of the village is 1,711 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus—
Vaisya, Vadla, Kammara, Golla, Kapu, Sale, Mera,
Bhattu, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Tenugu,

Goundla, Kamsali, Balija ; and Scheduled Castes
(175) - Muadiga. The chicf means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

The temples of Hanuman, Peddumma (cement
image). Pochamma, Durgamma, Mysamma (wooden
image) and Mahakalt (brass image on tiger vahanam
holding a sword) arc the places of worship in the

vitlage,

Mahakali Uthsavam is celebrated during Ugadi
for 3 davs on  Chaitra Suddha  Padvami to Tadiva
(March -April). It i an andicat tesosal um' IQ 0[
focal significance. Viswabrahmmy are the patrons.
Theertha prasadams are distiibuted. Local Hindus

participate. There is poor feeding to some cxtent,

Scetha Rama Kalyanam on Chaitra Suddha Navami
(March April) is celebrated i Hanuman temple.

Bonams and  naivedyvams arc offered to village
deitics on any day in Sravanam (July-August).

,

SOURCE: Sri K. R. Madanachari. Teacher, Wada-
parthi.

25. Hussainabad  Situated at a distance of 1 mile

from Bhongir,

It is said that the village was named after a local
Jagirdar.

The population of the village 1s 996 and it i8
made up of the following communities : Custe
Hindus — Reddy, Mudiraju, Yadava; and Scheduied
Castes (157). The chief means of livehihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and sheep
rearing.

Anjancyaswamy temple and Bangaru Mysamma
temple are the places of worship in the villuge.

Bangaru Mysamma Jatara is celebrated for two
days on Chaitra Bahula Padyami and Vidiya (March-
April). Fowls and goats are sacrificed. Intoxicating
drinks are consumed. This Jatara is being celebrated
for the past 6 years and iy of locul significance.
Harijans arc the patrons., About 300 Hindus of all
communities. from local and nearby villages. congre-
gate.

SOURCE : Sri P. Satyanarayana, Teacher, Hussainabad.

26. Bhongir — Thetaluk headquarters and a Railway
Station on the Hyderabad-Kazipet Section of the
Central Railway at a distance of 32 miles from

Hyderabad.

The last Chalukya King Thribhuvana Mallu is
credited with having constructed the fort and tradi-
tion has it that the place was called after him as
Thribhuvanagiri. Bhuvanagiri is a subsequent change
and finally it has become Bhongir. Sarva Paparayudu
is said to have been the head of the fort. He was
reputed to climb steep and slippery hills with the
help of udumu* (an iguana lacerta monitor). The
village at the foot of the hill is said to have been
founded by Alavem1 Nuiik Elma Veer.,

Another version is that a Golla coupl!e Bhuva-
nayya and Giremma detected that the sidesof the
hill which were thickly covered with a creeper called
pasitheega were so smooth and slippery that it was
impossible to climb the hill. This was revealed to
the Kakateeya Ruler at Warangal, who thought that
the top of that singlestone-like hill was a fit place for
the construction of a fort. Accordingly, the king
constructed the massive fort on the hill and wanted
to reward the Golla couple. The latter desired that
the fort should be named after them, and hence it
came to be called Bhuvanagiri. The present official
name is Bhongir. The awe-inspiring rock of Bhongir
and its invincible fort, the beautifully fortified courts
of Padma Naiks, the Lingayat Kings, which have
survived the ravages of time and vandalism, excite
one’s imagination. The fort is associated with the
reign of Prathaparudra, the renowned king of
Warangal and the heroic queen Rudramadevi.

The total population of the town is 17,757 and it
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus ; Scheduled Castes (2,205); Muslims and
Christians. Agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations are the chief means of liveli-
hood of the people.

There are two temples of Siva in the centre of
the town and on the western end, one Siva temple
and two Anjaneya temples on the eastern end. At the
northern end of the town there is a small temple of
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noted importance now. Itis enclosed in a spacious
compound with recidences for the pujaris and the
temple servants. Within a small enclosure it has a
small temple facing south with Anjaneya init. Next
to it facing west there is the image of Lord Lakshmi-
narayana with Sridevi and Bhudevi housed in a
modest mantapam. To the left and facing north
and opposite to the temple of Anjaneya there is an-
other small temple with a Sivalingam, the images of
Parvati, Ganapathi, Nandi and Karthikeyaswamy
(known as Lord Subrahmanyaswamy in Tamilnad).
Important scenes from Ramayana are peinted im-
pressively on the upper portion of the walls. Sri
Rama Jananam (birthof Lord Rama), Viswamitra
Agamanam (coming of sage Viswamitra to the Court
of Dasaratha to take Rama and Lakshmana to pro-
tect the sacrificial fire from the rakshasas), Tataka
Vadha (killing of Tataka), Ahalya Sapavimochana
(absolving Ahalya of the curse of lying as a ctone),
Janakapuri Agamanam (entering the city of King
Janaka), Dhanurbhangam (breaking the bow of Lord
Siva), parinayam (marriage of Rama with Sita), vana-
agamanam (entering the forest by Rama, Lakshmana
and Sita), Ganagatharanam (crossing River Ganges),
Chithrakoota vasam (residence in Chithrakoota hill),
Surpanakha nasika khandanam (cutting off the nose
of Surpanakha), Sita paharanam (Ravana abduc-
ting Sita during the absence of Rama and Laksh-
mana). Jatayu fighting with Ravana. Sabari meeting
Rama with the fruits which she had preserved for
him after tasting them with her tongue. the fight
between Vali and Sugreeva, Sugreeva Pattzbhishekam
(the coronation of Sugreeva as the king of Kishkin-
dha), Hanuman meeting Surasa while crossing the
ocean, Sita in Asoka Vanam (garden), Lanka dahan-
am (burning Lanka), Sethu bandhanam (bridging the
ocean), Lord Rama killing Ravana and tzking away
Sita and Lord Rama’'s Pattabhishekam (coronation
as King of Ayodhya) are impressive and of great
significance to a thoughtful Hindu mind. The temple
has been constructed about 60 or 70 years back from
the contributions of the local merchants, particularly
Marwaris at the rate of a few pies per rupee of their
profit and is maintainedin the like manner by all Hindus
taking keen interest in the temple and daily worship
of the idols with great concentration on Lord Rama
who has no idol or temple within the area, The

3 Udumu is the name of a description of reptiles of the lizard i i i
f ] t rd species which grow to the size of a foot or a foot and a half
g?;ntmonll)l' called the guaana by Europeans in India. This reptile has the proverbial grip on ground or rock that it is impcssi-
to scglgua 5‘ out even by scores of bullock pairs. Some poligars had trained them to crawl up a rock or fort which they wanted
nd to hold fast to the structure so that they might climb up by holding the strong silk rope, one ¢nd of which was

tied around the reptiles.



pioneers of this institution appear to have the specific
purpose of preaching the Hindus that there 1v no
difference between Hara (Lord Siva) and Hari (Lord
Vishnu or Narayana). The temple is known as that
of Anjancya. the great devotee of Lord Rama; and it
is Lord Rama’s praise and name that are heard most
within the compound. [t reminds one of the dictum
of Thyagaraya, who felt a doubt about the name by
which the Lord Almighty should be called.  Was He
to be called Siva or Madhava., He argued that 1o’
was ihe life of Madhava mantram ‘Om, Namo, Naru-
yanaya' as the mantram becomes absurd without “ra’
i.e. *Om, Nanwo Nayanaya®. Similarly  Siva man-
tram -Om Namassivaya™ becomes absurd without
‘ma’ e, Om Nussivaya' and as such sma’ was
the life of Siva mantram.  Combiming these two vital
letters of Madhava and Stva mantramys the sacred
nante and mantram of *Rama’ was arrived at and
this Rama samam is the name of the Supreme Lowd
and Rama  mantram s as  cefheacious as both the
Madhava manrram and  Stva maentram,  This temple
with the idols of Siva and Maudhava side by side and
the picturesof the severalevents inthe Lifeof Lo d
Rimt full of mzwing is the representation of the
above Hindu philosophy of one God by whatever
name He is called. This has becom: the centre of

H ndu religion and worship.

There are four mosques and a church, The
darga (tomb) of Sri Syed Jamal Bahar s an impor-
tant religious cent-e both for Hindus and Mushims,
To the cast of the town there are the rumed tempie
ol Lord Ring mathaswamy and a koneru (pond) on
4 hillock.  This was a great religious centie long long
ago and a big annual festival also was being held,
All about this temple have become things of the

past.

Syed Jamal Bahar appears to have migrated to
these parts and ded here. He was known to be a
pious man during his $ife and afte: his death hess
helieved to have granted the desives of several
devolees. The Urs is celebrated  for 3 days from
13th to 15th of the month of Jamadi-ul-Avval {Sep-
tember-October) in memory of that saint.  From the
Tahsil office starts a procession known as Sundal
with flowers, etc., takenon an elephant to inaugurate
the festival,  Gandhothsavam is performed.  Offerings
are made in the form of flowers, fruits, sweets and
incense in fulfilment of vows. Community feasts are
arranged, This Urs is an ancient festival and is of

widely known religious significance in the District.
The celebration s managed by the authorities of
Government.  Thousands of people of all communi-
ties from the District and the nerghbouring Districts
alsa congregate. Mujavar 1 2 \Muslim.  Musical
and pocts” conferences and other cultuzal cntertaine-
ments are held.

As indicated above, Lord Rama is held in great
reverence in the plice and St Rama Navami is celes
brated on a big sedde on Chaitra Suddha Navamg
(ALtch Aprihy tor one day. notonlyin the Anjaneya
temple which has been descnbed above but also in
Siva temples. This s the sohitary place so tar known
where the ncpghbours of Siva temp'e celebrate Sri
Rama N Sevactemple. prosanyg that the majo-
tity of Hindus here have not eniy forgotien the
unfounded distinction between Han and Hara but
ol o have devoloped a preat devotion to Lord Rama,

a- the combimation of both Siva and Madhava

Guanesh festival s celebrated i Bhadrapadam
(August Scprembern) o the Siva temple

SOURCE [ Sri P Venkatanaravana, 1eacher, Patels
wada, Bhoneir,

O Supplemented by the Research Assistant
(hairs & Festivalyy,

27. Bommaipalle  Situated at a4 distance of |1 mile
from Bhoongeie Radway Station,

The population of the village v §75 aid itis
made up of the follaming communities: Caste Hin-
uds B:ahmin, Roddy, Chakali, Boya  Kuruma,
Yodava, Kamsali, Sale, Muang.n Vadiang Schedu-
fed Castes (103 ; and Mushims. The ¢luetf means of
livelihood of the peope ate agriculture, agticultural
Labour and sheep rearing.

Mallanna (Mallikarjuna) temple with an carthen
imge in human formand Angancyaswamy temple
are the places of worstup an the village.

Mall:nna (Mallikarjuna) Jatara is celebrated l‘or.
5 days from Sivarato i Macha Bahula Chathurdasi
(January February) Fowlsand aminuds are sacriticed
in fultilment of vow .. The Jatara i being celebrated
tor the past 80 years and s of local significance.
About 500 Hindus congregate from toval and nearby
villages.  Yadavas pattonize the testival. A Yadava
is the pujuri with hereditary tights. There is free
feeding for a dav and prasadam is distributed to all,

A fair is held in this connection for 5days. Eata-
bles and other sundry articles are sold.

SOURCE:  Sri K. Pentaiah, Teacher, Baharpet.

28. Bibinagar — A Railway Station situated at a dis-
tance of 7 miles from Bhongir and 22 miles from
Hyderabad.

The total population of the villageis 2,392 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
— Brahmin, Vaisya, Munnuru Kapu, Vanjara, Go-
undla, Kummari, Chakali; Scheduled Castes (402);
and Muslims. Tha chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Venugopalaswamy temple with the stone image of
the Lord and Siva temple with Sivalingam are the
places of worship in the village.

Venugopalaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for 4
days from Chaitra Suddha Ashtami to Ekadasi (March-
April). Arrangements are made one week in advance.
Edurukoluon Ashtami, kalyanam on Navami followed
by a procession in the night, rathothsavam on Dasami,
and chakra teertham on Ekadasi are the items of the
celebrations. The festival is of ancient origin and of
local significance. About 500 Hindu devotees of
this and the nearby villages congregate. A Srivaish-
nava of Bharadwajasa gotram is the pujari with here-
ditary rights.  Prasadum is distributed to all,

A fair is held in this connection near the temple.
Foodstuffs, utensils, mirrors, combs, torches, lanterns,
pictures of Gods and leaders, beads, bangles and toys
are sold.

Bhajans are performed in the Siva temple on Siva-
ratri dayi.e., Magha Bahula Chathurdasi. Devotees
observe fasting and jagarana. SriPalaparthi Lakshmi
Narayana Rao, a Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram is
the pujari of the Siva temple.

SOURCE:  Sri Avula Yadagiri, Panchayat Member,
Bibinagar.

29. Padmatsomaram — Situated at a distance of 4
miles from Bibinagar Railway Station.

The population of the village is 751 and it is
made up of the following communities; Caste Hin-
dus — Kapu, Goundla, Golla, Munnuru Kapu, Vadla,
Kammara, Chakali, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes
(174). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Linga Basaveswaraswamy temple in a compound
with an image of Lord Siva sitting in meditation is
the place of worship in the village. There is a man-
tapam in the midst of the compound, as also a stone
pillar.

Sri Linga Basaveswaraswamy is worshipped for
8 days from Magha Bahula Dasami to Phalguna Sud-
dha Vidiya (February-March). Offerings are made
in the form of cash and silver ornaments in fulfilment
of vows. Devotees take bath in the pool and observe
fasting and jagarana. The festival is being celebra-
ted for the past 20 yearsand is of local significance.
The villagers are the patrons. About 3,000 Hindus,
local and from the neighbouring villages, participate
irrespective of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brahmin
of Kasyapasa gotram. Prasadam is distributed to all,
There is free feeding to some extent.

A tair 1s held in connection with the festival for
a week. Shops with eatables, utensils, lanterns,
torches, mirrors, combs, photos, books, clothes,
bamboo baskets and toys, etc., are held.

Dramas, Harikathas, lotteries and musical pro-
grammes provide entertainment to the visitors,

There are choultries, Pandals are erected.

SOURCE: Sri M. Mohammed Khudurathulla, Teacher,
Padmatsomaram,

30. Rahimkhanguda — Situated at a distance of about
I mile from Bibinagar Railway Station and 9 miles
from Bhongir by road.

The population of the villageis 492 and itis
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
— Brahmin, Kapu, Golla, Goundla, Chakali, Vad-
rangi, Lambadi, Mangali, etc., and Scheduled Castes
(85). The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy temple, Siva temple
and Jagannadhaswamy temple are the places of
worship in the village.

Sri Venkateswara Brahmothsavam is celebrated
for 6 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi (January-
February). Itis an ancient festival and is of local
significance, About 1,500 Hindus of this and the
neighbouring villages participate., Prasadam is dis-
tributed to all,

A fair is held for 5 days in front of the temple.



Eatubles, earthen and wooden toys, clc., aresold.
Harikathas and swing benches afford entertainment
to the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri Thota Kurma Rao. Village Munsiff,
Raliimk hangudu.

31. Imkrial — Situated at a distance of 6 miles fiom
the Bibinagar Ruilway Station and 13 miles from
Bhongir,

The total population of the village is 2.293 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaishnava, Vaisya,  Reddy,
Balija, Munnuru Kapu, Tenuga, Bestha, Sute Goundla,
Mungali, Kummari, Chakali. Golla, Kuruva, Kam-
mara, cte., Scheduled Cantes (442) - - Muala. Madiga;
and Muslims.  The c¢hiel means of livelihood ot the
people are cgriculturc und agricultural lubou:.

Lord Lakshmi Narayanaswamy temple. where
the Lord is represented by black stone image ot >
feet high. with four hands, silver eyes and mousta-
ches is the place of worship in the village. There is
anidol of Goddess Lakshmial.o. There are adhvava-
namantapan nd halyatiomantape m near the tenp'e.

Sri Laukshmi Narayanaswamy festivalis celebra-
ted for 10 d;lys from Phaleuna Bahula Vidiva o Fka-
dasi (February-March).  Devataradhana is pertormed
both during nmrning;md cvenng, Adlhvavanothsavam
and prabandha parayana ave performed, The festival
is of ancicnt origin and is of loval signiticance,
was under the pationoge of Jagirdars inancient times
but is being celebrated from collections of the vitla-
gers at present.  About 4,000 Hindus docal and from
the nearby villag:s, congregate, Sri Mudumba Krizh-
namacharyulu, a Srivaishnava of Srivathsasa gor-
ram with hereditary rights is the pujari. Prasadam is
distributed to all.

A fair is held for 11 days ncar the temple, Food-
stuffs, pots, utensils, mirrors. combs, torches, lan-
terns, bangles. etc., are sohd.

Harikarhas and bhajans arc the entertainments
for the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri K. Chandrareddy. Mali Patel. Inkrial.

32. Pochampalle — Situated at a distance of 6 miles
from the Bibinagar Railway Station and about 9
miles from Bhongir.

- The total population of the village is 3,604 and
1tis made up several sub-communities of Caste

Hindus and Scheduled Caste (4160). The chiel means
of linelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul-
tural labour, wearimg and other tirditional occupa-
tons,

Lord Limgeswariswamy s worshipped in the
village,  His testinal 1 cetebrated for one day on
Magha Suddha Faoclasi Janu oy Febroay). About
300 local Himdus partivipate

SOURCE : Statement of Tairs and Festivals furnished
by the Superintendent ot Police, Nalgonda,

33, Jalalpur  Siturted ataditance of 12 miles from
the Bibinagar Rulway Station and 16 miles from
Bhongir.,

frie sad that the il ge was named aftera
aepoy Labalhuddin whe got theowatlape as Jogirasa
reward for his profictency m hore nding by the
Kengs of olden times,

The population of the vitloge v 378 and it is
mude up ol the following commumties: Caste Hindus
Reddy, Padmasale, Gowd: Scbeduied Castes (37,
amd Muohme The il means of hvehhood of the

people qre oy rculture aind cpnicuttural lobour.

There 1s o temple o Siva Thereroa cave amidst
beautitul ot al scenertes with nanitested ime ges of
Lord Rama and Hoanuman Theee two are the places
of worhep in the vithpe

Sri Rama Navanus celebrated for 7days from
Chaitra Swddha Navami o Purnima (March- April).
Kalyanam ot the Loddas patormed. Offenings are
made 1 the form of cash ond hind. 1t has local
sgnificance, A thousand Hindus, local and from
the nearby villages, congrepate. Pujari is a Vaish-
nava.  Chakrapongali, pulilora. ete.. are distributed

as prasadam to the devotees

A fairis held on the banks of ariver between
Jalalpur and Pyararam at the toctor the lillock
under the cool shade of huge trees. Shops are opened
dealing in catibles, pots, beads, books, photos, hand-

loom clothes, mats, bangles. cte.

Merry-go-rounds, bhajens bhegavatham. puranams
and Harikathas afford entertamnment to the pilgrims.

Siva festival is celebrated i Siva temple on
Sankranti day i.e., on January 14 every year.

SOURCE:  Sri T. Mahabir Singh. Teacher. Julalpur.

34. Julur — Situated at a distance of 7 miles from the
Bibinagar Railway Station and 15 miles from Bhon-:
gir.

The total population of the village is 2,736 and it
is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Telaga, Gowd,
Golla, Padmasale, Chakali. Mangali, Vadla, Kamsali,
Kummari, Vadrangi; Scheduled Castes (620) — Mala;
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Venugopalaswamy with the stone
image in human form, of Hanuman and of Siva are
the places of worship in the village. There are the
village deities, Pochamma. Mysamma and Edamma.
in the village. Saint Brahmam, represented by a
metal image in Siva temple, is also worshipped.

Sri Venugopalaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for 6 days from Phalguna Suddha Panchami to Dasami
(February-March). Festival arrangements are made
5 daysinadvance. Cocoanuts are offered in fulfilment
of vows. Thefestivalis being celebrated for the past
31 years and isof local significance. Sri Venkata
Ramacharyulu, a Vaishnava of Bharadwajasa gotram
with hereditary rights 1¢ the pujari. About 2,500
Hindus, local and from neighbouring villages, con-
gregate. Prasadam is distributed toall.

A fair is held for two days in this connection

near the temple. Foodstuffs. pots, beads, mirrors,
combs, wooden and earthen toys. etc.. are sold.

Brahmamgari Uthsavamis celebrated for 3 days
from Vaisakha Suddha Padyami to Tadiya (April-
May). It is being celebrated for the past 10 years
and is of local significance. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

SOURCE: Sri A. Nagaiah, Assistant Teacher, Julur.

35. Kapraipalle — Situated at a distance of 5 miles
from the Bibinagar Railway Station and 7 miles from
Bhongir. [t is said that this village was constructed
in the name of a Muslim Saint Kappar Miah, 500
years ago. Formerly, this village was called Amma-
puram, and it was one mile away from the present
site. There are seen some ruins at that place.

The population of the village is 836 and itis
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
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— Reddy, Goundla, Golla; and Scheduled Castes (92).
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri-
culture, agricultural labour and toddy tapping.

The temples of the Lord Ramua with the stone
images of Rama and Sita in human form and 3 feet
high, and of Anjaneyaswamy are the places of wor-

ship in the village. There are the village deities,
Kalikamba and Edamma in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 8 days from
Chaitra Suddha Vidiya to Navami (March-April).
Kalyanam ¢ marriage ceremony) is celebrated on
Navami. 1t is being celebrated for the past 9 or 10
years and is of local significance. Brahmins are the
patrons. Local Hindus participate. Pujariis a Brah-
min of Harithasa gofram with hereditary rights.
Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held where eatables, books, pictures,
etc., are sold.

Yakshaganam, lotteries, etc., afford entertain-
ment to the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri A. Rama Chandra Reddy, Banda Soma-
ram(P. O.).

36. Ravulapalle (Pedfla)-—Situated at a distance of
6 miles from the Bibinagar Railway Station on the
banks of River Musi and 14 miles from Bhongir.

The population of the village is 1,097 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
— Brahmin, Vaisya. Reddy, Goundla, Kummari,
Golla, Kuruva, Chakali, Viswabrahmin, Yerukula;
and Scheduled Castes (183) — Mala, Madiga. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

The temples of Ranganayakaswamy, Siva and
Hanuman are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Ranganayakaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for 7 days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Vi-
diya (January-February). Aradhana is performed
both in the morning and in the evening. Cocoanuts,
fruits and flowers are offered to the deity. The fes-
tival is being celebrated for the past about 100 years
andis of local significance. One Sri M. Hanumantha
Reddy is the chief patron. About 1,000 Hindus of
this and the neighbouring villages participate. A
Vaishnava of Bharadwajasa gofram with hereditary
rights is the pujari,



A fair 1s held in this connection for 7 days near
the temple. Tradesmen come from neighbouring
villages. Eatables, bangles, beads, utensils and rea-
dy made dresses are sold.

Bhagavatham, merry-go-rounds, Harikathas and
bhajans afford entertainment to the visitors.

SOURCE: Sri K. Krishnam Raju, Teacher, Ravulapalle
( Pedda).

37. Ravulapalle (Chinna)— Situated at a distance
of Smiles from the Bibinagar Railway Station, 13 miles
from Bhongir by kutcha road and } mile to the north
of River Musi.

The population of the village is 1,982 and it is
made up of following communitics: Caste Hindus - -
Vaisya. Reddy, Padmasale, Gowd, Chakali, Bantu,
Mangali; Scheduled Castes (343)--Mala, Madiga; and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture. agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

Ramalingeswaraswamy temple with a Sivalin-
gam, and another Siva temple with an image of the
Lord in human form and an image of Anjancyaswa-
my are the plices of worship in the village.

Ramalingeswara Kalyanamahothsavam is cele-
brated for 6 days form Magha Bahula Dasamito Ama-
vasya (January-February).  Rathothsavam is having
special significance. Itis being celebrated for the past
25 years and is of local significance. Reddys and
Vaisyas are the chief patrons.  About 3,000 Hindus.
local and from neighbouring villauges, parlicipate.
Pujari is « Brahmin with hereditary rights.

A fair is held in this connection for a day in the
centre of the village. Some laxes are collected by
the Panchayat Board. Tradesmen come from this
and neighbouring villages. Foodstuffs, utensils, tor-
ches, mirrors, combs, lanterns, books, photos, toys,
bamboo baskets, cocoanuts, bangles €tc.. are sold in
the fair.

Dramas, Harikathas, burrakathas, tolu bommalata,
swing benches, lotteries, etc., afford entertainment.

SOURCE: |. Sri Anji Reddy. Assistant Teacher, Ravu-
lapalle (Chinna) .

2. Sri M. Mahadeva Sastry. Headmaster,
Primary School, Ravulapalle (Chinna).

Th

3. Magqdoompalle - Situated at o distance of 4 miles
from Bhongir. Thercis only cart track to the village.

The population of the village is 1,034 and it is
made up of the following communites: Caste Hin-
dus -~ Vaisya, Golla, Munuru Kapu., Padmasale; and
Scheduled Castes (117). The chicl mecans of liveli-
hood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour,

Lord Narasimhaswamy temple with His brass
image in human form, Anjancya temple and Posamma
temple arc the places of worship i the village.

Sri Narasimhaswamy Jatara 1s celebrated for 3
days from Magha Suddha Chaviti (January February).
Kalyvanam is performed. Agnigundams are made. Lime
fruits, cash and cocoanuts are offered durning pwja.
The festival is being celebrated for the past about 70
years and is of local significance. Gollas patronise
the festival.  About 1,000 Hindus, local and from the
neighbouring villages, congregate. A Gollais the
pujari with hereditary nights. One Sri Bathka My-
saigh, a Golla devotee of the Lord, gets possessed
of the deity often.  He performs puju both duting
day and night times. He tells prophecy when approa-
ched for by the sillagers.  Prasadam is distributed
to atl.

A fair is held tor two days near the temple.  Ea-
tables, pots, mirrors, combs, hiir ornaments, ban-
gels, kumkum, cocoanuts, cte., are sold in the fuir,

Golla stories, bhajuns | cic.. afford entertminment
to the visitors. There are five choultries tor the
pilgrims,

SOURCY : Sri Mohammad Abdul Majid, Headmasier,
Magdoompalle.

39. Raigiri - A Railway Station on the Hyderabad-
Kazipet Section of the Central Railway at a distance
of about 3 miles from Bhongir. Mutharcddyguda is
the hamlet of this village at a distance of 1} miles
from Raigiri.

The total population of the village is 4,118 and
itis made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus - - Brahmin, Kapu, Golla, Tenugu, Goundla.
etc., Scheduled Castes (581); and Muslims, The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

Venkateswara temple, Siva temple, Anjaneya tem-
ple and a mosque are the places of worship in the vil-
lage. About 200 years ago, a devotee found a stone
image of Lord Venkateswaraswamy where he cons-
tructed a temple and a fine koneru (pond). A cha-
riot was dedicated to the Lord byone Sri Biraka-
yala Rama Rao of this village.

Siva temple with the stone Sivalingam is the
place of worship and Anjaneyaswamy, Mysamma and
Vishnu are also worshipped in the hamlet of the
village.

Venkateswaraswamy Rathothsavam is celebrated
for 6 days from Magha Suddha Purnima to Bahula
Panchami (January-February). Sevas, rathothsavam,
dopothsavam and chakrateertham are the functions
connected with the festival. The festival is being
celebrated for the pastabout 200 years and is of local
significance. Formerly, the Government used to grant
Rs. 100 for the expenses annually.  About 200 local
Hindus, irrespective of caste or creed, congregate.
Pujari is a Vaishnava Brahmin with hereditary rights.
Prasadam is distributed to all,

A fair is held for 5 days. A few shops are kept
selling eatables, etc. Daily puja is performed to the
Lord. Devotees take bath and observe jagarana on
Ekadasi and Sivaratri.
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Siva Parvati Kalyanamahothsavam is celebrated
for 7 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Phalguna
Suddha Vidiya (February-March) in Muthareddyguda,
the hamlet of Raigiri. Rathothsavam is celebrated on
Triodasi. Offerings are made in the form of cash or
kind and gold in fulfilment of vows. Fasting and
Jagarana are observed. The festival is being celebra-
ted for the past 6 years and is of local significance.
Jadala Yallaiah and Ramulu of Gowda community
are the chief patrons. About 2,000 Hindus, local and
from the neighbouring villages. congregate. Pujari
is a Jangam with hereditary rights.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days near
the temple. Eatables, mirrors, combs, photos and
pictures, beads, utensils, etc., are sold in the fair.

Bhajans, Harikathas, chiruthalaramayanam, bha-

gavatham, etc., afford entertainment to the visitors.
There is free feeding also.

Anjaneya Sevas are performed on every Saturday
in Sravanam. Siva Seva is performed on last Monday
in Sravanam. Mysamma Aradhanais performed on
every Thursday in Sravanam.

SOURCE: ], Sri Ramsing, Kotwal, Raigiri.

2. Sri Damodararao, Teacher, Muthareddy-
guda.
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RAMANNAPET TALUK

ﬁudda—Situutcd at a distance of 19 miles from
the Aler Railway Station on Hyderabad-Kazi-
pet Section of the Central Railway.

The population of the village is 1.140 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus;
and Scheduled Castes (184). The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour.

Lord Venugopalaswamy is worshipped in the vil-
lage. His festivalis celebrated for S5days from Magha
Suddha Sapthami to Ekadasi ( January-Fcbruary ).
About 300 local Hindu devotees of all communities
congregatc.

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished

by the Coliector, Nalgonda.

2, Scetharampur — Situated at a distance of 16 miles
from the Aler Railway Station on Hyderabad-Kazipet
Scction. There is a private bus service to the village.

The population of the village is 1,582 and it is
made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
__ Brahmin.Vaisya. Kapu, Golla, Padmasale, Kuruva,
Goundla. Kummari. Kammara, Mera, Kamsali, Cha-
kali, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (339). The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and
agricultural labour.

Sita Rama Swamy temple and Siva temple are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 8 days from
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Sita Rama
Kalyanam is performed.

The festival is being celebrated in this village
for a long time past and is of local significance.
About 1,000 local Hindus congregate irrespective of
caste or creed. The pujariis a Vaishnava Brahmin,
Prasadam is distributed to all.

Bhajans afford entertainment to the visitors.
Pandals are erected.

Daily puja to the Lord is performed.

Sivaratri is celebrated for a day on Magha
Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February)in Siva temple.
Devotees observe fasting and jagarana on that day.
Daily puja is performed.

SOURCE: |. Sri B. Mallaiah, Headmaster, Seetha-

rampur.

2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals fur-
nished by the Collector. Nalgonda.

3. Dharmaram — Situated at a distance of 3 miles
from the Jangaon-Suryapet road. about 16 miles from
Ramannapet and 25 miles from Jangaon Railway
Station.

The population of the villageis 843 and it is
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus;
and Scheduled Castes (186). The chief means of

livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricultu-
ral labour.

Lord Ramaswamy is worshipped in the village. His
festival is celebrated for 2 days on Phalguna Suddha
Sapthami and Ashtami (February-March). About

200 Jocal Hindus congregate without any distinction
of caste or creed.

SOURCE:  Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

4. Addagudur — Situated at a distance of 24 miles
from the Jangaon Railway Station and 48 miles from
Bhongir by road. There is a private bus service to
Bhongir from this village.

The total population of the village is 4,410 and it
is made up of the following communities : Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kapu, Golla, Kumma-
ri, Goundla, Chakali, Kuruma, etc., and Scheduled
Castes (963) — Mala, Madiga. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour,

Lord Kodanda Ramaswamy temple, Siva temple
and Hanuman temple are the places of worship in
the village. There is the village deity Mutyalamma
also. The temples of Siva and Kodanda Ramaswamy
are believed to have existed even 200 years back and



that some Pindaris had looted the latter temple and
broke the images. Recently Kodanda Ramiswamy
temple was reconstructed and new inuiges were ins.
talled by the village deshmukh, Sri Uppunuthula
Venkuta Reddy at a coit of about Rs. 7,000

Lord Kodinda Ramaswamy Brahmothsaovim n
cetebrated for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Panchami
to Navami (March-April), Festival arrangements
arc made one week in advance,  Sita Rama Kalya-
nam is performed on Navami duy. The Lord s ta-
ken in procession on vimanavahanam.  Cocoanuts are
offercd. The chief patron is Sri Uppunuthula Ven-
kata Reddy who, besides dedicating 5 acies of land
for the daily pujas. also gave one acre to the dhobies
for their services around the temple. About 3to d
thousand Hindus, local and trom the nearby villages
congregate.  Pujariis a Varshnava Brahmin.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days nea
the temple. A few shops are held where catable.
and other sundry articles are sold, Bhajuns affond
entertainment to the visitors.  Pandals are erected
for the pilgrims.

Dhanur masothsavam and Tiuppasvai Uthsa-
vam are celebrated for 30 days in Pushyam {Decem-

ber -J.nuary).

SOURCE: SriC. H. Narasimhacharyulu. Teacher, Zil-
la Parishad Middle School. Addagudur.

5. Musipatla — Situated at o distance of 30 mules
from the Bhongir Railway Station.

The populationof the village is 761 and 1t i made
up of the following communitics: Caste Hindus
Vaisya. Reddy, Bantu, Vadla, Kammara, Kamsal,
Yerukula, Kummari, Chakali, Padmasale, Mangali,
Kuruva, Telaga, Balija; and Scheduled Castes (137) -
Madiga. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture and agricultural labour,

Bugga Rama Swamy temple ona hillock at a dis-
tance of one mile from the village is the place of
worship here.

Sri Bugga Ramaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for a day on Magha Bahula Amavasya (January-Fe-
bruary). Itis being celebrated for the past 30 years.
Local Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: SriS. Ramappaiah, B. A., Assistant Teacher.
Zilla Parishad High School, Mothkur.
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6. Bijllapur
Bhongir Radway Station

The population of the willage is 1,066 and itis
made up of the following communitics : Caste Hindus

Brahmin, Reddy. Goundla, Golla, Bantu, Kummari,
Chakali. Mangah, Kammara, Vadla, Yerukula ; and

Scheduled Castes (131)  Sala, Madiga. The chief
means of Tivehhood of the people are agriculture and

apricultural labour

Lak<Jinu Narasimhaswamy temple and Venkate-

swLLaswamy
vltage.

Sri Lakshm Narasimhaswamy and Sri Venkates-
waraswamy Uthsavams e celebrated for a day ol
Magha Suddha Fhadasi (January February). Local

Hindus participate, in the celebrations,

SOURCE . 8¢ 8 Ramappaiah, B. A, Assistant Tea-
cher. Zilla Parishad High School, Mothkur.

7 Mothkur  Sttuated at a distance of 20 miles from
Ramanmapet and also trom Aler

The total population ot the village is 4.150and it
i made up of the following communitics. Custe

Hindus  Gowda, Golla, Padmasate, Chakali, Man-

gali, ete.. and Scheduled Castes (537). The chiclf means .

of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agriculs
tural labour and toddy tapping.

Ranulingaswamy temple with Snvalingam and the -

images of Stta and Rama, and Hanuman tcmple are
the places of worship in the village. There is a terple
of Saint Brahmam also.  Ramalingaswamy temple is
believed to have had been comtructed at the time of
the reign of Kakateeyas of Warangal, because of the
resemblance of its sculpture with that on the famous
gauteweys of Warangal Fort.

Jtis said that Lord Rami, when He had been
hunting the golden deer, put one of His fect on the
rock near the village stream and another on a nearby
hillock. The foot-prints that are on these hillocks
arc believed to be those of Rama.

Sri Ramalingaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for
12 days from Phalguna Suddha Purnima to Bahula
Fkadasi (February-Marchy.  Festival arrangements
are made one week in adyvance. Parvathaseva, gudiseva,
rathaseva. agnigundam, dopuseva, ekanthaseva and

Situated at 4 distance of 30 miles from (

temple are the places of worship in the

Railway Station. -
There is private bus servive from Aler to this village.

sarpaseva are some of the special kinds of worship per-
formed. Offerings to the Lord are made in the form
of clothes and small ornaments also.

Local people have great faith in the Lord Rama-
lingaswamy. It issaid locally that once upon a time
a Gowda, who lost his cattle, prayed to the Lord that
he would give off his tongueif his cattle were traced.
By the next day the cattle were found. The Gowda
went to the temple and cut off his tongue and placed
itin a broken cocoinut before the deity. But the
tongue in the cocoanut began to melt and the cut
tongue of the person grew toits normal size. Another
miracle associated with the temple here is that the
devotees walk 4.5 times on agnigundam (fire-pit) with
an image of the Lord on their heads. They are not
hurt by the fire,

The festival is being celebrated for the last 100
years and is of local significance. Gowndlas are the
chief patrons of the temple. About 5 to 6 hundred
Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate. Pujari is a Thamballa of Thapasa gorram
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to
all,

A fair is held in connection with the festival for
15 days near the temple. Eatables, lanterns, mirrors
and combs, torches, pictures, books, etc., are sold.

Bhajans and dramas afford entertainment to the
visitors.

SOURCE: Sri G. Narsaiah, Headmaster, Primary
School, Mothkur.

8. Rahimkhanpet — Situated at a distance of 30 miles
from Ramannapet and 24 miles from the Bhongir
Railway Station. There is private bus service to this
village from Mothkur. The village is called after
Rabim Khan, a former Muslim Jagirdar of this area.

The population of the village is 1,433 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Vaisya, Reddy, Goundla, Kuruma, etc., and
Scheduled Castes (131) — Mala. Madiga. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri-
cultural labour and other traditional occupations.

A Siva templeand the village deity Mutyalam-
ma temple are the places of worship in the village.
There is a stone idol of Ramaswamy on a rock
nearby.
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Bonalu are offered to the village deity Mutya-
lamma for 2 days on Sravama Bahula Dasami and
Ekadasi (July-August). Goats and fowls are sacrifi-
ced. Fasting is observed by the devotees. The lo-
cal Hindus congregate,

Aradhana is performed in Siva temple. Cocoa-
nuts, fruits and flowers are offered. Jagarana is obser-

ved on Sivaratri and puja is performed by the local
devotees in the Siva temple.

.
Vanavasam (community feast) is celebrated for a
day once a year near Ramaswamy idol on the rock.

SOURCE: Sri S. Vittal Raju, Teacher, Rahimkhanpet.

9. Atmakur — Situated at a distance of 24 miles from
Ramannapet and also from the Bhongir Railway Sta-
tion. There is private bus service to Bhongir.

The total population of the village is 3,108 and it
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Sale, Reddy, Goun-
dla, Golla, Bhatraju, Mangali, Chakali; Scheduled
Castes (322);and Muslims. The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural la-
bour and other traditional occupations.

Ramalingeswaraswamy temple with Sivalingam,
Kanakadurga temple and a mosque are the places of
worship in the village.

Ramalingeswaraswamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Panchami to Navami
(March-April). Festival arrangements are made a
week in advance. Ponnaseva, garudaseva, pallakiseva,
rathaseva and Anjaneyaseva are the rituals on succes-
sive days. The festival is being celebrated for the
past 30 years and is of local significance. Reddys are
the patrons. About 400 Hindus, local and from the
neighbouring villages, congregate. Pujari is a Tham-
balla with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed
to all.

A fair is held for 5 days near the temple in this
connection. Eatables, mirrors, combs, pictures, ban-
gles, etc., are sold.

SOURCE: Sri P. Bhanumurthy, Headmaster, Zilla
Parishad High School, Atmakur,

10. Pallerla — Stituated at a distance of 8 miles from
Valigonda by footpath and 24 miles from the Bhongir
Railway Station.

The total population of the village is 2,022 and it



is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Vaisya. Reddy, Goundla. Sale, Kummari, etc.,
and Scheduled Castes (293)— Madgia. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour, toddy tapping and other tradi-
tional occupations.

Sri Venugopalaswamy temple on a rock, Siva
and Hanuman temples are the places of worship in
the village. The Lord in the first temple is represent-
ed by a stone idol mn human form holding a flute at
the mouth.

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele-
brated for 7 days from Phalguna Suddha Panchami to
Ekadasi (February-March), The festival is being
celebrated for the past 3 years. About 3,000 Hindu
devotees, local and from the neighbouring villages,
congregate. Pujari is an Acharya of Kondinyasa
gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distribu-
ted to all.

A fair is held in this conncction near the temple.
Eatables, Janterns, torches, mirrors, combs, bangles,

etc., are sold.

SOURCE :  Sri Edulla Sathi Raji Reddy, Village Clerk,
Pallerla.

11. Venkatapur — Situated at a distance of 40 miles
from the Bhongir Railway Station. Private bus ser-
vice plying between Bhongir and Dacharam touches
this village.

The population of the village is 361 and itis
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin.
dus — Vaisya, Reddy, Munnuru Kapu, Golla, Sale;
and Scheduled Castes (15). The chicf means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
latﬂﬁr.

There is a temple of Sri Masthyagiri Lakshmi
Narasimhaswamy on a hillock at a distance of one mile
from the village. Saints and sadhus were believed to
have had their abode on this hillock to the top of which
there is a flight of steps. There are 5 big gundams
(pools) of water on that hillock. 1t is said that one
night Lord Narasimhaswamy appeared in a dream to
one of the saints and directed him to worship Him in
Pushyam (December-January). Accordingly. the saints
worshipped the footprints of the Lord Narasimha-
swamy. There are black fish in the gundams and it is
said that any one trying to catch them would die on
the spot. About 30 years back. some policemen
tried to catch the fish; but S of them lost their lives

immediately ¢nd some others fell unconscious. They
could regain their consciousness only when their fel-
lows promised to drop silver fish in the gundam. As
there are fish in the gundam the Lord is called
Masthyagiri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy (masthya-fish,
giri = hithy,

Masthyagiri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Jatara
is celebrated during all Mondays and Saturdays in
Pushyam (December -January).  The devotees take
bath in the gundam, go round the temple in wet
Jdothes and offer cocoanuts.  The festival is of
ancient origin but is only of local significance. The
temple has § 02 acres of Inam land. About 3,000
Hindu devotees. Jocal and from ncarby villages,

congregate.

A fair is held inconnection with the festival near
the hillock. Eatables, cocoanuts, bangles, earthen-
ware, lanterns, mirrors and combs, torches. books,
pictures, photos, ete., are sold.

SOURCE :  Sri M. K. Moinuddin Rowshan, l{cadmas-
ter, Primary School, Venkatapur.

12. Aroor - Situated ata distance of about 19 miles
from the Bhongir Railway Station.

The population of the village is 2,747 and it is
made up of the following communitics © Caste Hin-
dus — Vaisya, Reddy, Kamsali, Goundla, Padmasale,
Vanjari, Chakal, ctc., Scheduled Castes (512); and
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the people
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-

tional occupations.

Lord Chennakesavaswamy temple is the place of
worship in the village.

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated for
4 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May).
The festival is being celebrated for the past 200 years
and is of local significance.  About 500 local Hindus
of all communities congregate without any distinction
of caste or creed. A Brahmin is the pujari.

SOURCE : [. SriFaqeer Mohammed. Headmaster. Pri-
mary School, Aroor.
2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector. Nalgonda.

13. Valigonda — Situated at a distance of 2 furlongs
from Bhongir-Narketpalle bus route and 14 miles

from the Bhongir Railway Station,

The population of the village is 1,185 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Goundla,
Kuruma, Kummari. Kammara, Chakali, Vadrangi,
Mangali, Vadde. Mcdara. etc., Scheduled Castes (122);
and Muslims. The chief mcans of livelihood of the
people are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Sita Ramaswamy temple with the images
in human form, Siva temple and temples of village
deities are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Sita Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated for
5 days from Chaitra Suddha Panchami to Navami
(March-April). Ankurarpana. dhwajarohana, kalyanam,
sevalu, rathothsavam, dopu, etc., are performed on
successive days during the festival. Silver eyes and
moustaches arc offered in fulfiilment of vows. The
festival is being celebrated for the past scven years and
is of local significance. Brahmins are the patrons.
About 1,500 Hindus. local and from the neighbouring
villages, congregate.  Pujari isa Brahmin of Gowtha-
masa gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is
distributed to alf.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days near
the temple. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors and
combs, pictures and photos, books, hand-sticks. ban-
gles. etc., arc sold,

Dramas and bhajans afford entertainment to the
crowds.

SOURCE: Sri B. Ramakrishnaiah, Pujari, Valigunda.

14, Kanumukkula — Situated at a distance of 35
miles from Ramannapet. It was a Jagir village pre-
viously.

The population of the village is 554 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Kapu, Golla, Chakali, Mangali
etc., Scheduled Castes (101) — Mala, Madiga. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture
and agricultural labour.

There are the village deities Mysamma, Mutya-
lamma, Edamma and Posamma around the village
site.

Bonalu festival for the village deities is celebra-
ted in Sravanam (July-August). Goats, fowls and
sheep are sacrificed. The local Hindus congregate,

SOURCE:  SriP. Venkata Krishna Rao, Teacher, Kanu-
mukkula.
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15. Malkapur — Situated at a distance of 24 miles
from Ramannapet. The bus route from Hyderabad

to Nalgonda passes through this village.

The total population of the village is 2,210 and it
is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Chakali, Mangali,
etc., Scheduled Castes (449) — Mala, Madiga ; and
Muslims., The chief means of livelihood of the peo-
ple are agriculture and agricultural labour.

Lord Ramalingeswaraswemy temple with the
images of Sankara and Parvati in human form,
Hanuman temple, Bhavani temple and Mutyalamma
temple are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Ramalingeswarawamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for 4 days from Chaitra Bahula Vidiya to Panchami
(March-April). The celebration is of ancient origin
but is of local significance. The local Hindus con-
gregate. Pujariis a Brahmin of Harithasa gotram
with hereditary rights.

SOURCE: Sri M. Kesavachary, Teacher, Malkapur.

16. Devalammanagaram — Situated at a distance of
11 miles from Koyyalagudem bus stage on the Hyder-
abad-Nalgonda road and 214 miles from Raman-
napet.

The village is called Devalammanagaram after
the village deity, Devalamma, that was in this village
in the past. There is a tank called Devalamma cheruvu
and on the tank bund there is an inscription on three
sides of a black stone pillar about the history of the
tank and village. But nobody has deciphered it so
far though the script resembles Telugu.

The total population of the village is 2,722 and
it is made up of the following communities : Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Kammara, Kummari, Vad-
rangi, Goundla, Kamsali, Chakali, Padmasale, Bantu,
Yerukula, etc., and Scheduled Castes (404) —Mala
and Madiga. The chief means of livelihood of the
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other
traditional occupations.

Lord Sita Ramaswamy temple with the stone
images of Lord Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and Hanu-
man is the place of worship in the village, There is
another Rama temple at a distance of 3 mile from
the village., The village is believed to have been at
that place originally.



v

Sri Rama Rathothsavamiscelebrated for 11 days
from Chaitra Suddha Padyamito Ekadasi (March -
April). Kalvanam of the Lord is celebrated on Navami
and rathothsavam on FEkadusi.  Navaratri pujas are
performed on the first 9 days.  The festival is beinyg
celebrated for the past 40 years and is of local signifi-
cance. The chief patron is Sri Varakantham Narayana
Reddy. About 2.000 Hindu devotees, local and from
the ncighbouring villages, congregate. One Sri Bhas.
kararayani Narasimha Sarma ol Srivathsasa gotram
is the pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all on the fast
day of the celebrations after rathothsavam.

A fair is held in this connection near the temple.
E.tables, lanterns, torches, mirrors combs, pictures
and photos. book ., toys cte.. are sold.

Bhajans and merry-go-rounds . ffoird entertain.
m-nt to the visitors.  There is free feeding 1o some

extent.

SOURCE: Sri Kalvakuntla Linzaiah, Assistant Teacher,
Devalammanagaran.

17. Tangedpalle - Situated at a distance of about 13
miles from Ramannapet and 34 miles from Hydera-
bad.

The total population of the village 15 3,592 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus; and Scheduled Castes (509). The chict means
of livelihood of the people arc agriculture, agricultu-
ral labour and other tradition! occupations.

Lord Venkateswaraswamy is worshipped in the
village. His uthsavam is celebrated for 5 days from
Margasira Suddha Panchami (November-December).
It is of local significance. About 400 local Hindus

congregate.

SOURCE : Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished
by the Collector, Nalgonda.

18. Lingojiguda — Situated at a distance of onc mile
from the bus stage on the Hyderabad-Vijayawada
road which is at 33 miles from Hyderabad. and at a
distance of 18 miles from Ramannapet.

The population of the village is 1,924 and it is
made up of various sub-communities of Caste Hindus;
Scheduled Castes (318); and Muslims. The chief
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture,
agricultural labour and toddy tapping.
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Lord Ramalimgeswaraswamy temple 1s the place
of worship in the village.

Srt Ramalingeswaraswamy  Kalyanothsavam is
celebrated for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi
o Amavasya (Janu 1y February), Festival arrange-
ments are made 3 Jdays an advance. .-lgnf,&'“"‘[a’"‘
Parvati halvanam. rathothsavam and chakratheertham
are the functions on successive davs. The festival is
bemy celebrated for the past 70 years and s of local
sigmiticance. The temple has 10 acres ot Inam land.
About 2,000 Hindus, local and  from the necarby
vllages, congregate, Pugari 1s a Jangam with heredi-

tary tights. Prasadam s distinbuted to all,

A fair 1s held for 3 days near the temple in this
connection.  Eatables,  utenwils, Lonterns, torches,
mirtors and comb.. books, photos and pictures, clo-
the . bangles. toys, ete,are sold, Streetdi amas (veedhi

bhazavathams) provde entertainment to the villagers.

SOURCE: Sri 7 V.1 Nurasimha  Rae, Headmaster,
Primary School. Lingojiguda,

19. Panthangi  Situated ata distance ot 6 furlongs
from the bus stage at 35 miles from Hyderabad on
the Hyderabad Vijayawada road and 16 miles from
Rumannapet

Fhe total population of the village v 3,353 and
itis made up of several sub-communitics of Caste
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (576) and Mushms. The
chief means of livelihood of the people 2re agriculture.
agricultural Libour, toddy tappig and other tradi-
tion} occupations,

Lord St Rama temple and a mosque are the
places of worship in the village.

Sri Rama Navami i celebrated for 3 days from
Chaitra Suddha Navami to Ekadasi (March-April).
Arrangements are made two days in advance. Kalya-
nam on Navami. sevalu on Dasami, rathothsavam and
chakrateertham on Ekadasi are the rituals, The festi-
val is being celebrated for the past 20 years and is
of local significance. About 2,000 Hindus, local and
from the nearby villuges, congregate. Pujari is a
Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held for 3days near the temple. Eatables.
utensils, lanterns, mirrors and combs, pictures and
photos, torches, books, bangles, clothes, baskets, toys.
etc., are sold, Strect dramas (veedhi bhagavathams)

provide entertainment to the villagers.

SOURCE: Sri T. V. L. Narasimha Rao, Headmaster,
Primary School, Lingojiguda.

20. Swamulavarilingotam — Situated at a distance of
about 8 miles from Ramannapet. Formerly it was an
agraharam of Sri Sinkaraswamy.

The population of the village is 1,173 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Kapu, Padmasale, Goundla, Muthracha, Mun-
nuru Kapu, ctc., and Scheduled Castes (161). The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

Lord Onkaraswamy temple with the Sivalingam
is the place of worship in the village,

Sri Onkaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebrated
for 7 days fron Chaitra Suddha Dwadasi 10 Bahula
Tadiya (March-April). Cocoanuts, fruits, etc., are
offered to the deity. The festival which was being
celebrated for about 150 years in the past has been
discontinucd for some years. Owing to the concerted
cfforts of the villagers the celebration was revived
about 13 years back. About Rs. 300 are collected
as subscriptions from the villagers every year. About
3,000 Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villa-
ges, congregate. The pujari is onc Sri Rajaiah, 2
Saiva of Kasyapasa gorram.

A fair is held in connection with the festival near
the temple. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic
medicines, books, clothes, agricultural implements,
baskets, bangles, toys, etc., are sold. Bhajans, dra-
mas, Harikatha kalakshepams afford entertainment to
the visitors.

SOURCE :  Sri Thudimalla Bhikshamachary, Assistant
Sarpanch, Swamulavdrilingotam,

21. Gokaram — Situated at a distance of 8 miles from

Ramannapet and 16 miles from the Bhongir Railway
Station,

The population of the village is 1,544 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin, Reddy, Vadla, Goundla, Kuruma,
Padmasale, Kummari, Bantu, Medara, Kamsali,
Kammara, Chakali, Yerukula, etc.; Scheduled Castes
(157) —Madiga; and Muslims. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul-
tural labour,
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Sri Ramachandraswamy temple and a Siva tem-
ple are the places of worship in the village.

Sri Ramachandraswamy Uthsavam is celebrated
for 9 days from Chaitra Suddha Panchami to Triodasi
(March-April). Offerings are made in the form of
cash or kind in fulfilment of vows. The festival is
being celebrated for the past 200 years and is of local
significance only. The chief patrons are Sri Umman-
thala Narasimha Rao and Rama Ragamma. The
temple has 18,00 acres of Inam land. Amount of
investment on the cclebration of the Uthsavam is
Rs.500.00. About 5,000 Hindus, local and from the
neighbouring vitlages, congregate. Pujari is a Vaish-
nava. Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held in this connection for 8 days near
the temple. Taxes are collected by the Panchayat Bo-
ard from the tradesmen. Eatables, utensils, lanterns,
torches, mirrors, combs, pictures and photos, books,
toys, bangles, etc., are sold. Merry-go-rounds, lot-
tery, gambling and dramas afford entertainment to the
visttors.

Sri Sankaraswamy Uthsavam is celebrated in
Siva temple for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi
to Amavasya (January-February). Fasting and jaga-
rana are observed on Chaturdasi day. The local
Hindu devotces congregate. Pujariisa Thamballa,
Prasadam is distributed to all.

SOURCE :  An Enumerator.

22. Yellanki — Situated at a distance of 5 miles from
Ramannapet and 20 miles from the Bhongir Railway
Station. It is believed that the village was named
after a local Velama chieftain Yella Naidu of olden
days.

The population of the village is 1,180 and it is
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin-
dus — Brahmin Vaisya, Reddy, Velama, Munnuru Ka-
pu, Vadrangi, Kuruma, Golla, Bhatraju, Goundla
Vaddera, Padmasale, Kummari, Kamsale, Balija:
Chakali, Mangali, Yerukula, etc., Scheduled Castes
(248) — Mala; and Muslims. The chief means of
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour and other traditional occupations.

The temples of Lord Siva with a stone Sivalingam
and of Anjaneya are the places of worship in the

village. There are village deities Maremma and
Mutyalamma also.



Lord Siva festival is celebrated for 5 days from
Phalguna Bahula Ekadasito Amavasya (February-Mar-
ch). Siva Kalyanam is performed. Fastingand jaga-
rana are also observed by the devotees. The festival
is being cctebrated for the past 100 years and is of
local significance. Velamas are the patrons. About
1,000 Hindus, local and from the neighbouring villa-
ges, congregate. Pujari is a Thamballa with heredi-
tary rights.  Prasadam is distributed to all.

A fair is held for 4 days in connection with the
festival near the temple.  Eatables, utensils, lanterns,
torches, mirrors and combs, books, pictures and pho-
tos, agricultural implements and toys are sold.  Dra-
mas and Aarikathas afford entertainment to the villa-
gers. Pandals are erccted.

SOURCE:  Sri K. Buchi Reddy, Headmaster, Primary
School, Yellanki.

23. Ramannapet — The tuluk headquarters situated at
a distance of 22 miles from the Bhongir Railway
Station.

The total population of the villuge 1y 4,607 and
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (509). The chiet means
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural
labour, services and other traditional occupations.

Lord Chennakesavaswamy is worshipped in the
village. His festival is cclebrated for 2 days on
Magha Suddha Navami and Dasami (January-Feb-
ruary). It is of local significance. About 200 local

Hindus congregate.

SOURCE: Sratement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by
the District Health Officer, Nalgonda.

24. Tummalguda — Situated at a distance of 4 miles
from Ramannapet and 18 miles from the Bhongir
Railway Station,

The total population of the village is 3,388 und
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Telaga, Munnuru
Kapu,Sale, Golla, Vaddera, Uppara,Medara, Kamsali,
Vanjari, Sathani, Thamballa, Goundla, Kammary,
Kummari, Mangali, Vadla, Yerukula, Pusala, etc.,
Scheduled Castes (566)—Mala, Madiga; and Muslims,
The chief means of livelihood of the people are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional
occupations,
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The temples of S Venkateswara, Siva and
Anjancya are the places of worship in the village.
There are the village deities Mutyalamma, Maremma,
Edamma and Ura Mutyalamma also in the village.

There is a hillock called Indrapalagutta at a dis-
tance of about one mile from this village on which
thereis the temple of Sankaraswamy with stone Siva-
lingam. There are also some ruins of old temples on
it Itis said that in the ancient days there was 2 l(?Wn
Indrapalanagasam atthe foot of the hill. Anc.lcnl
bricks and tiles are also found m this place, The river
Must flows from north surrounding the  hillock on
two stdes on the west and notth of it

Mutyalamma Jatara s celebrated in Sravanam
(July-Augusty. During the Jatara the deity is taken
to another temple one mile away  from the vitlage
with music and keptan at tor the month of Sravanam.
Animal. and fowls are sacnficed to the deity. Bonalu
are offered. Devotees from Hyderabad and Secunder-
abad also come to this place to fultil their vows.
Pujari is a Kummari with hereditary rights,

Lord Sankara festival is celebrated for 3 days
from Mahasivaratrr i e., Magha Bahula Chathurdasi
(January-February). 1t s being cclebrated for the
past 5 years, About 1,000 Hindu devotees, tocal and
Irom the neighbouring villages, congregate. The tem-
ple has 40,05 acres of Inam land besides an annual
income of Rs. 200.

A few shops are held  during the festival  with
catables, mirrors, combs, books, pictures, photos and
toys. cte. Pandals arc erected. There is lree feeding
also to some  extent.

SOURCE :  Sri B. Lakshma Reddy,
Tummalguda.

Headmaster,

25. Nidhanpalle — Situated at a distance of about
3 miles from Ramannapet and 24 miles from the
Bhongir Railway Station.

The population of the village is 538 and itis
made up of several sub-communitics of Caste Hindus;
and Scheduled Castes (136). The chief means of live-
lihood of the people are agriculture and agricultural
labour.

Mallanna Deva is worshipped in the village. His
festival is celebrated for a day on AMagha Bahula

Chathurdasi (January-February). About 400 local
Hindus congregatc at the festival.

SOURCE : Statement of Fairs and Festivals, furnished
by the District Health Officer, Nalgonda.

26, Kakkireni — Situated at a distance of 10 miles
from Ramannapet by road.

The total population of the village is 1,655 and
it is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindus — Vaisya, Reddy, Golla, Padmasale, Chakali,
Mangali, Bantu, Vadrangi, Kammara, Kummari;
and Scheduled Castes (269) — Mala, Madiga. The
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul-
ture and agricultural labour.

Linga Malleswaraswamy temple, Lakshmi Nara-
simhaswamy temple and Anjaneya temple are the
places of worship in the village. There is a temple
of the village deity Mutyalamma also.

Sri Linga Malleswaraswamy Uthsavam is cele-
brated for 4 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi (Jan-
uary-February) . Lord’s kalyanam and walking on
the agnigundam are among the rituals. Devotees
observe jagarana. The festival is being celebrated
for the past 100 years and is of local singnificance.

¥
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Thamballas are the patrons. The local Hindus con-
gregate. Pujari is a Thamballa of Bharadwajasa
gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distribu-
ted to all.

A fair is held for 4 days in connection with this
festival near the temple. A few shops are held with
catables, etc.

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Uthsavam is cele-
brated for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Chathurdasi
(March-April). Ankurarpana, kalyanam, bindetheer-
tham, chakratheertham and sadassu are the rituals
during these 5 successive days. The festival is being
celebrated for the past 100 years and is of local signi-
ficance. The Inam land of the temple is 23. 06 acres
and the total income is about Rs. 300. The local
Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Haritha-
sa gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distri-
buted to all.

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days near
the temple. Eatables, etc., are sold.

Mutyalamma Jatara is celebrated in Sravanam
(July-August). Fowls are sacrificed.

SOURCE: Sri K, Seetharam Reddy, Headmaster,
Government Primary School, Kakkireni.
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APPENDIX 1

CALENDAR OF FESTIVALS COMMONLY OBSERVED IN NALGONDA DISTRICT

Name ol the
festival

"
HINDU FESTIVALS

Ugadi (Telagu New Years Day)
Sri Rama Novami

Navitha Chavitd

Varalahshmi Veatam

Sri Krishoe Jevanii

Vinavaka Chavivi

Muahalayva Amavasya
Brathak amma Panduga
Deivard

Deepavali

Dhanalak shmi Puja
Subrahmanya  Shashti

Sanhranti

Bhishma Ekadasi
Mahasivaralri
Kamadahanam
Holi

MUSLIM FESTIVALS

Ramzan (Id-ul-Fitr)

Bakrid (Jd-ul-Kabir)

Moharram

Milad-un-Nabi

Peer-e-Dastagiri

Shab-e-Larat .
CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS

New Year's Day

Good Friday

Christmuas

Tidhi in Telugu
Month

3

Chaiira Sacddha Padvami
Chaitra Suddha Navami
Sravana Suddha Chaviti
2ad Friday in Sravanam
Sravana Baliida Ashtami
Bhadrapada Suddha Chaviti

Bhadrupada Amavasya
(New Moon Day)

Asviviju Saddha Padvami to
Navami

Asvivuja Suddha Padvami to
Dasami

Asvivuja Balnila Chaturdasi to
Amavasya

Asvivija Balula Amavasya
Margasira Suddha Shashti
Pushvam (Makara Sankramanai)

Magha Suddha Lkadasi
Mueha Balda Chaturdasi
Phalguna Suddha Triodasi

Phalguna Suddiia Purnima ( Full
Moon Dav)

Date in Muslim Month (HLJIR1)
Lst day of Shavval

10th of Zilhaj

10th of Moharram

12th of Rabi-ul-Avval

111l of Rabi-us-Saai...

11th of Shahban

Corre.ponding
English Month

4

March—Aprit
March—Apr:l
July —August
July-—Auvgust
July—August
August—September
August—September

September—October
September—October
September—October

Scptember—October
November—December

13th to 15th January of
every year

January—February
Janvary—February
February—March
February -——March

February--March
April-—May
May—June
July—August
Auvgust—September
December—January

Ist January of every year
On a Friday in April of every
year

25th December of every year

Note :—1n addition to the above festivals, the national festivals viz., (1) Republic Day (26th January),
(2 Independence Day (15th August) and (3) Gandhi Jayanthi (2nd Octobzr) are celebrated
by all the communities in Nalgonda District.
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COMMON HINDU FESTIVALS

1. Ugadi (Telugu New Ycear's Day) is celebra-
ted on Chaitra Suddha Padvami (March April) by
every Hindu Andhra whether rich or poor.  As
it is the supposed anniversary of the creation or the
first day of the Satya-yugal, greatsanctity is attached
to this festival. This is a great day of joy and
happiness, concord, affection and good will. There
is a strong belicl that this day’s happenings forebode
and colour the course of events in the entire yeur
ahcad. People naturally like pleasant things 1o
happen to them on this day so that they may be happy
throughout the year. Hence they take care to keep
themselves and others ina happy mood onthe U ah
day. A child’s demand, reasonable or unreasonab'e,
is met though grudg ngly, fest the family should be
burdened with a weeping child throughout the year,
Every cffort is made to avoid tears and sad thoughts
on this day. A sincere attemptis made to nunntain
a clean mind free from fowl thoughts and 11l will
towards others,

The yetrs in Telugu calendar are not mere
numbers like 1961, 1962, cte., w.th no significance
and no end. They recur ina cycle of s sty years and
the year's possibilitics can be forescen w.th reference
to its performance in the past cycles. They have
specific numes indicating something pleasant (Subha-
kruthu), anger (Krodhi); disgrace, defeat or dis-
appointment ( Parabhava); cnmity (Virodhi) and so on,
Why and how this cycle and the names are fixed is a
topic for research for generations.  Whatever be the
indication of the name of the New Year, it must be
properly invited and inaugurated. — All that the peo-
ple can do is to be happy and thankful to the Lord
when a year like Subhakruthu arrives or be cautious
and pray to the Lord for his protection when a year
like Parabhava comes.

Ugadi is also an occasion for the critical apprai-
sal of the achievements during the closing year. {t is
an occasion for the issuc of special volumes of the
periodicals, special messages from religious and poli-
tical heads and special radio programmes. All exul-
tation pervades the occasion.  The advance prepara-
tions for this most important common festival are
getting the houses white-washed and providing every

member of the family with new clothing depending

upon the tinmzal means of the family.

All persons get up carly in the morning, clean
the houses, decorate the floors inside the house and
in the front with rangavalli (ornamental lines, figures
and designs drawn wath chunam or rice flour). take
oil bath and put on new clothes,  As this is an occa-
ston for putting on new clothing, children of the poor
tamilics arc the happrest at the arrival of this festi-
val, 1t needs hardly be sard that Ugadioos the festival
of the viitagers. The housewives m the villages get
up carbier than three O'clock e the mornng and
priond purnaar (o paste ol dhal aned pageeny) in large
gquintities.  The gu ntity so prepued on that day
would not oaly last for that day but also for the
followmnyg two days, a. Uadis one of the very few
occasions for them to have sach a lovurions dishe Tt
is perhaps the sobtary occasion tor the majority of
the fumilics in the viltages to taste bhakshyam (a
aweet meat) of thewr own. Festoons (usually made
up of green mango feaves) are tied to the front doors
and also to the other doors inside the homes. Bevides
bhtah shvant, the speaal preparation called  Ugadi
pacchadi or chedu or gojjuis tasted by every one be-
fore taking the first morsel of the day.  Generally it
is o liquid preparation with new  tamarind, fresh
wter, jaggery or sugar and certain condiments, the
cheef ingredient being fresh margosa flowers. Even
the poorest man does not fail to take i a few petals
of muargosa flowers with jaggery.  The poorer classes
in the villages do not bother themselves with the
several side didhes which the more tortunate upper
clusses can afford to have. The significance of taking
in margosa flowers, which are bitter, along with
jaggery, wheeh is sweet, is apparently to make people
realise and reconcile to the Tact that hite 15 a mixture

of sarrows and joys.

In towns and bigger places the day is of normal
festivity and enjoyment till the ¢ ening.  But in the
villages unceasing activity, mirth and enjoyment are
noticed.  The feast is over ¢urlier than ten O clock
in the morning and men and women commence their
own sports, games and compet tions. Whereas play-
ing cards, cock-light competitions, aim ng competi-

tion by hitting a dried cocoanut hung from the branch

1, Yuga is an age, espccially a sub-division of the

yuga) to which the Hindus assig1 1,728,000 vears.

life of the Universe,  The tiest 1s called the Aritavaga (Sarva-
The second called Treata vuga tasted about 1,296,000 yvears.

Thc.third called Dwupara yuga lasted about 861000 ycars. And the last in which we  are now hving s called
Kali yuga or the Age of Misery. It is expected to last for about 432,000 y cars.
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of a tree from a distancc with stones are the pastimes
of the men, the women folk use every minute of the
day for indoor games and leisurely gossip on their
new clothing, the new bangles and the tiny jewels.

In the rural areas girls tie ropes to the branches
of trees, prepare swings and cnjoy swinging to com-
petitive heights. Young men perform the special
feat of pulling up and down the rope ladder tied to
the branches of trec while he himself keeps swinging
the ladder. These are rural entertainments,

Panchanga sravanam in the evening is universally
observed by the rich and poor alike in all towns and
villages. Hindus gather in temples in towns; and
at the racchakatta ot racchahanda (the village commu-
nity platform) or the temple in the villages. The new
panchangam (almanac) is worshipped and read by the
village purohit. The general influence of the planets
during the New Yeir over the local gods, men, cattle,
crops, discases, etc., and on particular individuals
are given out by the purohit.  The presiding deities
during the year over wind, rain, crops, cattle health,
cte., are also announced together with the effects and
the percentages of yield of crops of different varie-
ties. The functions in towns during the night are the
processions of gods and kathakalakshepams in the
usual manner. But the enjoyment in the village is
continuous and cnthusiastic. In some taluks carts
are decorated, bulls of choice arc also deco-
rated and harnessel and taken in procession
with music and deafening drums to a local temple
cither of Sunkulamma or other village deity and co-
coanuts are offered. In some taluks only the deco-
rated pairs of bulls yoked together are taken in pro-
cession without carts. There dozs not seem to be
any such practice in the other taluks. In the hilly
tracts of the district this is an occasion for drink
and dance to the tune of drums in front of the pro-
cessions by the tribals, Chenchus.

The new year day has a special significance for
the village ryot. He inaugurates the annual cultiva-
tion by ploughing five or nine rounds in his fields,
The yoke and the plough and the bulls are worship-
ped after applying vibhuthi (sacred ash), turmeric
powder and kwnkum and a cocoanut is broken either
at the house or in the field. In some parts of the
district the function is over before sunrise, some do
it after sunrise and before meculs, and some others

observe it in the evening before panchanga sravanam,
In some places six to a dozen and more thappetas
(wide flat drums) are used while taking the ploughs
to the fields.

On the second day the non-vegetarians observe
kari panduga, characterised by the enjoyment of a
non-vegetarian dinner. That evening or on the
evening of the third day in some places, paruveta is
organised as follows: the tail of a ram or a goat
is cut, chilly powder is applied to the wound and is
let off to run about. Youthful competitors of the
place run after it and he that catches hold of it
first wins it.

Ina few places on Vidiya day some people go
on picnics to the nearby groves.

Even Christians observe this festival though not
on an elaborate scale, but as the beginning of a new
year, with which they are blessed by the Lord. The
time honoured bhakshyam which their forefathers
had on that day is invariably there. In fact, there
is a conviction gaining ground, both among the
Catholics and the Protestants of the area, that there
is no need to attach importance to the First January
as New Year Day as it claims no religious signifi-
cance. It may be observed that as any other Indian
does all the functions of thanks-giving for the clos-
ing year and prayers for the New Year, etc., can as
well be transferred to the Telugu New Year’s Day by
the Andhra, Karnataka and Maharashtra Christians,
now that we are an independent nation with a
National Calendar of our own. Many Hindu shops
begin their official New Year on this auspicious day,

2. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Sud-
a’{za Navami (M.:rch-April). Sri Rama, the God-
king, was born to Dasaratha, the King of Ayodhya
on the ninth lunar day in the bright fortnight of tile
month of Chaitram (March-April) in the Punarvasu
lunar asterism.  This fetsival is the anniversary of
that auspicious day, the day on which Lord Vishnu
was born as Lord Rama to rid the world of Ravana
and establish Dharma.  This is the sixth of His ten
incarnations (Dasavatharas), The outstanding spe-
cial features of this incarnation are the examples of
an ideal son in Lord Rama, an ideal wife in Sita,
ideal brothers in Lakshmana and Bharata and an
ideal bhaktha (devotee) in Anjaney

‘ a for future gene-
rations.
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“oelnsotd BN, sl ?J‘K;;CJ.‘;;:JLC Lo
Ramuvanti koduku Bharata Sowmitrulavant thammuluy
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Scetavanti bharya vasadhayendunu ety Jeranchu mundu
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CLMom O SURC  Lelarui L, wld T
SEEETE S0
Yugambula purushulu talayupavalade, wiriti varu nadachu
kona valade”

Another outstanding example that the Lord levt be-
hind during this incarnation is the establizbaent oi
Ramarajyvuin ( Uﬁ/&c‘%‘) ) the proverboal welivre
state. On this Navamit day Sri Rama anl Hi consornd
Sita. His brothers Lak-lmana, Bharota ood Sath-
rughnand He s devoted Bhakta Anjaneyvicaie i ohed:
Sita and Rama are worshipped according 1o p ewrib-
edrites. Th's in a common Hindu festival bat (hietly
celebrated by Brahmins, Viisyas and the well-to-do
families of the other Hindus throughout the district,
as inother districts.  But, in Bhongir and the neigh-
bourhood the festival has a greater importance and
Lord Ramu has been adored as o unifying factor
between the Voishnavites and  Swvites, and  even
Lingiyats tihe partin the celebrations of Sri Rama
Navamias any other Vaishnavite.  In fact the fo ti-
val is actualdly celebrated in one of the Siva temples
with spectal puja to the picture of Lord  Rumua, Sita
and  Likshmana including Anjaneva.  Panakan and
pannerant are distributed. Fastdurng the day Dby
several people and jugaram during the night by - ome
people are observed. In the temples of St Rama,
pattabhishekam (coronation) of Sri Rama iv celebrat-
¢ and His image or His picturcis taken in proces-
sion in which all Hindus participate.  I1tis nota see-
tar'an festival.  In the evening  distribution ot
panakam and panneram in Sri Rama’s temples and in
the houses is common. Bambooians are distributed
to the Brahmins. On the next day there s anna-
santharpana in  Sri Rama temples. Feasts are
arranged.  In some centres  the celebrations coms-
menze on Chiitra Sudidha Palvami (Telugu New
Year's Duy) and conclude with partabhishekem  on
Navami. Insoine other centre. they commence on
Navami and conclude on Purnima  with car fe-tival
Kalyanothsavam is included on some convenient day
during both the periods.

3. Nagula Chaviti is observed either on Sravarg
Suddha  Chaviti (July-August) or Kartika Suddhy
Chaviti (Qctober-November). A person whose father,

muether or any other telation happens to have  died
by ke bite 1. speanlyanstucted to perform this
ceremony, partof which ety motlering milk to
sticke o owith the object of propitetine them, In this
divtiict 1t v porformed only o Sravanam (July—
Aucusty. The general ob epvance of this festival
which 1o common to all castes of Hondus irrespective
of soctal status s to obsenve the day as afestive day,
clean the residences and have ol bath, wear new
clothine, to go to ant-hally worship them with tiny
sihver coes and hoods beside lowers ot pous milk
into the ant-hlls, break cocoanuts ant offer maive-
dvarms. N Tittde carth of the ont-hifl o taken home
and the irares of cobras are drawn wath that ¢ rth
on the walls of therr house o mvanably en e ther side
ot entrance. Sisters gnve o e ot that carth to
therr brothers according to an old tradition with the
betet that the gaftas equ Lo the o 1t ol nectar. A
few Brohinun famihies conane the function to their
houseowhere they wor ap an e of cobra instead
of the ant-nll. Some e pet carth from an
ant-hal. prepare a0 meea tcobray woth it worship it
i home mothe usual way and immerse the image i
a o owetlor anver after the Tunction. There s also a
pracuce. mosome Lomilies of - pectornang this - puja,
fating the whole day and o ¢oving the teast on the
nexst day. Nwvolamuddalu (halls of gingelly,  cocoa-
nut, jageeny anvd opicesy and pyvadapindi madidalu (batls
ol putted cholim  powder, juprery and spices with
copra) are nsartably prepared tor distribution among
the dome tic servants with a haltf cup of copra. This
s an mvariable mamool during thes festival, The
richer families  subsutute chalibindi ov chalimidi (a
preparation of soaked rice with jagpeeryyin the place
ot pyalapindi muddalu.  Lingayat wonmen in general
and  particularly the richer families send to relatives
the abo. e along with the turmeric powder. kumbkum,
flowers and clothes,

4. Varalakshmi Vreatam is celebrated on a Friday
in Sravanam  (July - August) generally on the Friday
preceding the tull moon day of  Sravamam. for
prosperity and for begetiime worthy children, based
on the following legend. A Brahmin lady by name
Padmavati in the Kosala Kingdom was so  good,
pious, dutiful to her hushand and hospitable to  the
sick. poor and needy and to the guests that Goddess
Varalakhmi was pleased to instruct her ina  dream
to ob-crve the Varalakshmi Vratam on the Friday
preceding the full moon day in Sravanam. tor enhan-

COMMON FESTIVALS [7]

cement of her prosperity and attaining salvation.
Padmavati did like that after obtaining permission of
her husband.

For celebrating the Vratam, muthaiduvas get up
before sunrise and take bath in the nearby river,
tank or well.  They clean the puja room and prepare
a new spot for the proposed worship, smearing cow-
dung paste over it. The spot is decorated with muggu
(designs with flour on the borders and centre). Over
the central design. a measure of rice is heaped and a
kalasam is kept over it. A small bamboo mantapam
covers the whole spot.  Goddess Varalakshmi is in-
voked with maniras and worshipped with flowers, and
naivedvam of nine kinds of preparctions and the
following dhyanany:

“$0T odgo ¥T gEHaro B Eonr FEro
[~
Vande Lakshmim Parasivamayeem suddha jamboo
nadabham
. . - —
T a0 XY WEFTo WgY &“Q{Smsmof\@
fard
Thejorupam  kanaka vasanam svarna bhushojwalingecem
beirdo 588 Fo¥o o $&go STFo
Beejapuram kanaka kalasam hema padmam dadhanam
Lowgo ¥ o s5emibo Db o Sodr R
—o o >
Manyam  Shakthim sakalajanancem  Vishnu  vamanka

samstham”

The women who perform the vrafam wear nine
rounds of saffron coloured thread to their right
wrists. Muthaiduvas (women in married status) are
invited, harathi is offered, flowers and thambulam arc
distributed, vayanams are given to a Brahmin lady,
keeping in a new winnow fruits, flowers, thambulam
and dakshina with new clothes and the nine varieties
of preparations (already offered to the Goddess as
naivedyam) at the rate of twelve each, and covering
a1l with another new winnow. The festival is confined
to Brahmins and well-to-do Vuisvas., A few Veera-
saiva and non-Brahmin families also observe it as
an annual festival on one of these Fridays, though
based on a different legend, with some slight modifi-
cations. The legend is that Veerasimha, the King of
Maghada prayed Lord Siva to save his subjects from
pests and famine. Lord Siva told him in a dream
the cilicacy of Sravana Sukra Vara Vratam and de-
sired that it should be observed by himself, his queen,
children and all his subjects. The observance result-

ed in relief and subsequent prosper’ty to the King-

dom. In some cases pija und naived;wn are offered
not to the kalasam at home but to the Sivalingam in

a temple. The follow ng is the dhvanan adopted by
this group of worshippers :

GBS TS ST v ot
Namasthé—.nanm;;_\phe Mahadeva Sambho
B ¥ (BITYY wod’?
Namasthe namasthe prapannaikabandho
HHD S5 Sordrdos®
Namust—l;c n:m::slhe dayasarasindho
S5 T SHerw
Namaslﬁc nam_ansthe Mahesaha
FTCH QD TP dH ISETISH XD
Sivaya Vishmex3 rupaya Siva rupaya Vishnf\'e
%ssaa’g ?{rvado‘&o 33-:;\3 855(5?3’5 &’Pac‘éoﬁ) 3ne
Sivasya hrudayam Vishnu vvishnosya hrudayam Sivaha
GHT FHHAT QD THo DH Db 8,8
Yadha Sivamayo ViShnmu revam V?shnu mayas Sivaha
chEro¥o $HIg T g% ookt
Ythanlharam namasyami thadhame swasthirayushi®

The concerned legends are recited and listened to.

5. Sri Krishna Jayanti is celebrated on Sravana,
Bahula Ashtami and Navami (July-August). The
first day is Lord Sri Krishna's b'rthday. Sri Maha
Vishnu took this as His eighth inca:nation of His ten
avatars.

According to the Bhliagavatha Purana, Kamsa, a
demon, vowed to kill all the children born of his
sister Devaki, because he was told that his destroyer
would be born of her. Accordingly, he impriconed
his sister Devaki and her husband and kept strict
vigilance over them. When Krishna was born
Devaki immediately after her accouchement fell
asleep, and a general torpor seized all the guards at
the prison due to the spell known as Yogamaya® of
Sri Krishna. During her sleep her hu.band Vasu-
deva carried away the new born babe from the pri-
son where it was born, to the house of Yasoda, the
wife of Nanda, on thie other side of the River
Yamuna, and from there brought a female child
which he placed by the side of his sleeping wife. The
serpent king Vasuki followed Vasudeva across the
River Yamuna, with his hood spread as a canopy to
protect the infant god from the inclemency of
weather ; and it is said that the river made a way at
the place where Vasudeva crossed it,

1. Yogamaya is personified delusion: the great iltusory cnergy of Vishnu, by whom, the whole world is deluded,
In the Markandeya purana she appears as Durga, but in the Vishnu purana as Vaishnavi.
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Sri Krishna was born in the night. The general
observance is to fast the whole day.  His decorited
image or His picture is kept in a cradle and worship-
ped indicating His birth.  Some worship the figurc of
His mother Devaki sitting on a cot and feeding the
baby. The next evening there is a procession of the
Lord and therc is a celebration of wrfu i.e., two ver-
tical poles crected on either side of a road, a hori-
zantal bamboo is tied across and a pulley is fixed in

the middle over which a rope is passed.  To one
end of the rope a small bamboo basket is tied and
cocoanut and a few rupees are placed in it. The

basket is decorated all around with coloured cloth
and heads of maize. The other end of the rope b
pulled up and down tempting competitors to cateh
and take the contents of the basket, which 1~ called
utti.  As the competitors try to catch, the weti s
pulled up and water is thrown against their faces.
This function is organised almost in every street of
the town through which the procession of the God
is taken. This festival is limited only to urban
centres. Even in the towns, though all the Hindus
take part in the procession, only the Vaishnavites
and a few of the other Hindus fast. Even in the
villages one or two mecmbers in the Vaishnavite
familics fast and perform the festival in their homen.
In a few places, the Krishna temples are first washed
with jaggery water and then with plain water in the
morning and the usual functions held only within
the temple. In the villages vayanams are given to the
Brahmin purohits and jacket clothes to Brahmin
muthaiduvas. Vayanam is a day's ration, complete
in itself with tamarind, salt, etc., all being kept in a
new winnowing pan. This festival is ob.crved in
towns and in a very few villages in the district.

6. Vinayaka Chaviti is a common Hindu festival
celebrated by the rich and the poor of the Hindu
community, the scale of cclebrations depending upon
the social and economic status of the family. This
is celebrated on the fourth day of the waxing moon
in the month of Bhadrapadim ( August-Sceptember),

Ganesa is the Indian God of wisdom. All
sacrifices and religious ceremonices, all serious com-
positions in writing and all worldly affairs of impor-
tance are begun by pious Hindus with an invocation
to Ganesa, a word composed of Isa, the governor or
leader, and gana, a company of Saivadeitics. He
is represented as a short fat figure of yellow or red

colour having four b, nds and the head of an clephant
with a single tusk.  Heos the sonof Parvati, who is
supposed to have bestowed life toa doll made from
the flour which was to be scrubbed 1o her body while
tak ng bath.  There are many versions o account
for the formation of his head, vne of which is that
Siva beheaded him for disobeving his orders but was
requested to restore him to life, which was done only
by the addition of a sleeping elephant’s head. He is
represented as odinga rat. He s the remover of
all vivhnams (obstaclesy anl as one of the most
popular of Hindu deities.  He s the patron of
learning and is said to have wrtten the Mahabhazata
to the dictation of the sage Vyasa. The Ganesaor
Vinayaka Chathurdhi is observed in commemoration

of the birth day of Ganesa.

Fxeept the poorer classes, each famuly worsh’ps
an carthen image of Lord Ganesa (Ganapati) in their
house.  [Uis also a practice to have darsan of at
feast five such images.  Special preparations such as
wndrallu and kudumulu that are supposed to be the
favourites of Ganesa are prepated and offered. On
a subsequent day that s suitable to cach tamily, the
image i taken to a well, worshipped there and
imn;cr\cd in water. Al Hindus avoid seeing the
moon that day, to safeeuund themselves  againet
unwarranted accusations during the subsequent 12
months. 1 by chance. they see the moon, they listen
to the legend of Sathrajitin which Lord Krishna was
subjected to an accusation of theft of Samantha -
kamani (a gem that yiclded gold daily), for having
seen the reflection of the moon that day in the cup of
milk He was taking. By so doing they are supposed
to be absolved of the evil consequences.

7. Mahalaya Amavasya is celebrated on Bhadrapada
Bahula  Amavasva  (August September), The day
of the new moon in the month of Bhadrapadam
(August Scptember) when the sun s in the sign
Virgo (kanya) 1s known as Mahalaya Amavasya. Th?s
day of the conjunction of the sun and the moon 18
considered by all Hindus to be espectally set apart
for making oblations and performance of religious
ceremonies to the pitrus or the spirits of departed
ancestors. The Itihasa. a great authority on the
religious rites of the Hindus, says that the moment
the sun enters the sign Virgo (kanya) the departed
manes leaving the world of Yama, the destroyer,
come down to the world of man and occupy the
houses of their descendants in the world.  Therefore
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the fortnight preceding the new moon of the month of
kanva is considered as specially sacred to the pro-
pitiation of the departed spirits, The ceremonies
performed in their honour cach day of this fortnight
are considered to be cqual in merit to those per-
formed in the sacred city of Gaya. 1 1t is the special
function of the nearest male relative of the deceased
to make offerings (pinda) to the ancestors in both
lives (or three generations back. By this act he
cstablishes his claim to inheritance. The fortnight
is known as tarpana® paksha (the fortnight of offerings)
and the ceremonies as sraddha®.

Ia this District it is observed as an ordinary
festival by the Brahmin and Vaisya families. Offer-
ing pindams to the souls of the departed ancestors
arc the functions of the day. Vaisyas also observe
the festival in the same way., The non-Brahming
observe this as a great day of rememberance of the
departed ancestors and worship them in the form of
kalasam and offer naivedyam of various preparations
like appam (cholam bread) the non-vegetarian pre-
parations forming an important part. Toddy ina
small carthen pot is invariably offered in the majo-
rity of the non-vegetarian families. Kalasam is a
chembu (vessel of copper or brass or even earth) into
which water is poured and a cocoanut is placed at
the top surrounded by five betel leaves fixed all
round with the leaf tips upwards. The Aalasam is
mounted on a measured heap of rice or cholam
according to the status of the family and is decorat-
ed with pasupu (turmeric), kumkum, flowers and new
clothes. Some families invite a dasari and offer him
all the preparations.  Actually he acts as a pujari,
and the head of the family offers pindam in the nime

of all thcdeparted elders with dhupam, proncuncing
the names of the departed. On the next day the
flowers, etc., are taken and immersed in a well or
river. In fact this is the culminating day of a fort-
night known as Mahalaya paksham or Mahalaya
fortnight during which fortnight ceremonies of the
departed souls are performed. This is called in
village parts as Pitharula Amasa, Petharla Amasa or
Peddala Amasa. Some of the Sudras believe that
the souls of those that died during the year remain
as spirits and join the ancestors only after the cere-
mony on Mahalaya Amavasva. They then feel that
they have helped the dead to join the ancestors and
this is locally known as peddalalo kaluputa.

To the tribal men of the hill tracts and Harijans
of remote villages it is the greatest festival of revelry
with drink and dance, after having sumptuous non-
vegetarian food collected from the village ryots who
prepare extra for distribution.

Lingayats do not offer pindams as they do not
believe in a Pitru Loka but they worship the depart-
ed elders, the male members represented by onc
kalasam and the female members represented by
another, the former being decorated with male dress
and the latter with female dress in addition to saff-
ron, etc. They use a ball of vibhuthi (sacred ash) in
tire place of the cocoanut which is used by some and
which is dispensed with practically by all non-Brah-
min communitics,

The tendency to mvite a Brahmin and give him
a day’s ration and a cocoanut in the name of the
departed and encestors has grown greatly

4 among
non-Brahmins of the Telangana Districts

For the

t Evcry Hindu is enjoined to visit Gaya at leas
ancestors and to offer pindas in their honour.

2 Generally speaking the farpana cannot be
Brahmin not ecndowed with the sacred thread,

3 According to the Hindu belief of the future life
development according to their karma (actions).

souls which have yct to finish the ¢
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the world, The souls of ordinary mort
become evil spirits tormenting mankind, unless
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poorer among them, it is a day of some good non-
vegetarian food doled out by others who stick to the
old customs of strict observance of the festival, sup-
plemented by drink.

8 Brathakamma Panduga is cclebrated for 9
days in the District as in the other districts of Telan-
gana from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Navami
(September—Octobcr). The legend connected with
this festival is as follows :

A Vaisya couple had ason and, a daughter
called Brathakamma. They were married and Bratha-
kamma went to the mother-in-law’s house. According
to the practice, the Vaisya couple imvited the son-
in-law and the duughter for Mahalaya Amavasyu 1.c.,
Bhadrdpada Baluda  Amavasya (August-September),
The son-in-law sent Brathukamma to her patents’
house promusing that he wouwd go there ior the
Dasuami 1estival, A coupice ol aays atter Brathakhanmnia
liad Iedvned et patents” home, the latter had o go
to a neighbouring vihage, Brathakamma and her
sister-1-law were invited for some auspicious l'unc_
tion by the neighbours. Brathakamma wore one oy
her sister-in-law s sarees for the occasion, and 1t got
SOled wue 1o the smearing of sandal paste, satlron,
cle.  1'his was msconstrued by the sister-in-ltaw a»
wdnton soting o1 uie sarce by Brathakamma, ‘lhe
Lcartiess  siier-n-aw anduced  her  thoughtiess
Lusband 0 do away with Brathakamma, tailing
waich she threatened shie would divoree him. Bratha-
Kamuma was totd by the brother that there was an
urgent call for her from her husband and he took her
away from the house during the abscnce of the
parents, killed her in the midst of a thick forest,
buried her by the side of the path way and returned
home. Brathakamma manifested herself on her
grave as a ftower tree. Her sister-in-law made her
parents believe that she was sent to her husband on
alurgent call, But, a day before Dasami the husband
started to the parents-in-law’s house according to the
previous promise. On the way he had been very much
attracted by the flower tree on the grave ot Bratha-
kamma and attempted to pluck out the flower to
present it to his beloved wife. He heard a voice
saying —

- 5»235: b Sr o
Muttaku mutte:!ku mavaru

5»36‘5; P
Muttaboku mavaru

oh TLS Tolood

o
Papishti vadina champinchindi
8o Z'ldbs o
Kiratha kannayya champadu™,

(Touch mec not, my lord! Touch mc not, my lord !
The sinful sister-in-law has got me killed and the

heartless brother has killed me.)

Unable to make out anything from it, he straight
went to the mother-in-law’s housc. He was stunned to
hear that she had been already taken to his house.
Recapitulating the words heard on the way he led the
parents-in-law to the spot where the strange flower
tree stood. When his mother-in-law tried to pluck
out the flower she was warned by the voice from the

trce —

G S tbo e el

[ <] o ~
Muttakhu muttaku mdanimas
PRI 3 SR e

-
Muttaboku ma gamma
> eSS Wolelol

o . . . .
Papishti vadina champinchindi
8ootR) g o

Kiratha kannayya champadu™.

(Touch me not, my mother! Touch me not, my
mother ! The sinful sister-in-law has got me killed
and the heartless brother has killed me.)

They returned home and the brother of Bratha-
kamma confessed the truth,

Brathakamma reached her mother’s houte on
Asviyuja Suddha Padyami. Her husband started on
Navami. 1n her memory an image of Brathakamma
is prepared annually by every Hindu family with a
variety of flowers. It would be more appropriate 10
say that huge heaps of several varictics of flowers are
piled up on a big plank, platc or tray, representing
Brathakamma and worshipped. Women dance round
the heap singing the life story of Brathakamma,
The function continues day after day with great
pomp and devotion till Ashtami. On the ninth day
flower heaps of maximum size arc arranged on
plates or planks and taken in procession to &
nearby flowing river, if there is one, or to a tank or
well. There, the planks or plates arc taken to deep
water and slowly removed from water leaving the
heaps of flowers to rema n floating in the water for
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several days afterwards. The rivers and rivulets
present a pleasant sight on Navami and the sub-
sequent days with several heaps of flowers floating
down the stream,

9. Dasara is a festival of 10 days from Asviyuja
Suddha Padyami to Dasami (Scptember-October).

It is believed that it is the anniversary of the day
when Bhagiratha' the ancestor of Sri Rama,
brought down the river Ganga from heaven. Dasahara
means removal of ten sins (dasa=ten i, e., ten sins,
and hara that which removes or expiates). Dasara is
perhaps a corrupt form of the word Dasahara. The
legend has it that Brahma as the head of the Gods
prayed to the Goddess Durga for the protection of
Sri Rama and the destruction of Ravana, when
both were engaged in a mortal combat. The Goddess
answered the prayer on this day and Ravana was
killed. A second tradition says that since Sri Rama
after His wife Sita was abducted by Ravana, came
to know that the latter was keeping her under the
Ashoka tree in Lanka (Ceylon), collected his army
and started out to rescue her on  this day which He
did successfully. Every Hindu Raja consequently
considered this day the most auspicious one for
setting out to wage battles. The whole of the period
of the ten days beginning from the first day of the
bright half of Asviyuja (September - October) is
devoted to the worship of Durga in South India.

Vijaya Dasami is common to all Hindus irres-
pective of caste or status. Besides the usual cleaning
of residences,taking oil bath and wearing new clothes,
the special function of the occasion is to go to the
sami tree in the evening with music, worsh’p the sami
trec and offer sami leaves to friends, relatives and
elders wishing them well and asking for blessings,
While offering the leaves the higher classes pronounce
the sloka:

¥ #5558 >So

Shami shamayathe papam
N BN .
Tl 0w <Y ForwE: 2ol

Shami shathru vinasanam

@??555 5&2"8
Arjunasya dhanurdhari
U‘Bﬁ)ég b?dﬁéo")éo
Ramasya priyadarshanam

meaning ““sami destroys sin, extinguishes enemies ;
on that sacred day of Asviyuja Suddha Dasami,
Arjuna took up the bow and Lord Rama rejoined

Sita.”’

Wearing new clothes is not a general order.
Only the rich enjoy the privilege. The poor put on
their best and cleanest clothes preserved for the
occasion though for several, this is as marked a
festival as the Telugu New Year’sday for putting on
new clothes. The preceding nine days are grouped
as navarathrulu or devi navarathrulu. Goddess Par-
vatt is worshipped throughout the week, which is
observed in different ways in different places and by
different communities. For the poor and the labour-
ing classes this is no period of festival at all. On
the sixth day all Brahmin and Vaisya families and a
few non-Brahmin families perform Saraswati puja.
They arrange the books, worship Goddess Saraswati
and offer naivedyam.

The eighth day is a day of Durga puja or Dur-
gashtami on which day, a few Shaktheyas worship
Durga. On the ninth day, the Brahmins perform
puja to the family Gods, the Vaisyas worship weights
and measures, etc. The agriculturists and others of
hereditary professions such as carpenters, barbers,
etc., worship the implements which they generally
use in their respective professions. The agricultu-
rist, for example, worships his plough, scythe, spade,
etc. The family. weapons such as guns, daggers,
swords, etc., are also cleaned and decorated and
puja is performed. In the modern days the motor
vehicles are invariably washed, decorated with
flowers ; and turmeric and kumkum are applied and
a puja is performed by burning incense. In towns
and big villages bommalakoluvu for 10 days from
Padyami to Dasami is a special feature in families
that can afford it. Bommalakoluvu is arranging toys
and fancy goods, pictures, artifictal fruits in their

1. Vishnu became incarnate in the perion of 192 sage Kapila for the destruction of the sixty thousand wicked sons
of Sagara. Kapila was engaged in deep meditation when the sons of King Sagara, who are in search of a
horse intended for the solemn sacrifice of Asvamedha arrived near him, they found the sage absorbed in deep
contemplation and the horse grazing nearby. Accusing him of having stolen it they approached to kill him,

when fire flashed from his eyes and instantly reduced

the whole army to ashes. In order to expiate their sin,

purify their remains and sccure Paradise for their spirits, Bhagiratha, the great grandson of Sagara did
penance and brought down the Gansa from heaven and led her from the Himalayas, where she had alighted, to

the sea. The sons of Sagara were purified.
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natural colours in a gallery with miniature parksin
which small plants sprout up in sandy beds laid for
the occasion. Every evening during the ten days
friends are invited and offered fruits and tambulam,
The poorer sections of socicty enjoy this koluvu by
visiting the richer familics. The villagers round
about the towns make it a point to enjoy the sight,
on one of the ten days, generally on the tenth day,
the day of common festivity.

10. Deepavali and | Deepavali is also call-
11. Dhanalakshmi Puja | ed Naraka Chathurdasi

and is celebrated on Asviyuja Bahula Chathurdasi
(September-October). Dhanalakshmi puja comes off
the next day on the ncw moon day (Amavasya) of
Asviyuja. All Hindus believe that Lord Krishina along
with His consort Sathyabhama killed the rakshasa
Narakasura and returned home carly in the
morning of this day. Being an occasion of rejoic-
ing and welcoming the Lord, eclders as well as the
youngsters get up early in the morning, take oil bath
and celebrate the happy occasion with fire works ona
scale suited to the pursec of the family. Itis a day
of festivity with special food preparations and wor-
ship. Therc is display of fire works in the night.

In towns and ncarby villages hundreds of lamps
are lit on pials and compound walls of their houses
by the rich. A few families light cxtra lamps for
three days aflter the festival. The merchant class,
particularly the Marwarics perfrom Dhanalakshmi
puja in the night inviting friecnds and relatives.
The Marwarics commence accounts of the year on
that day.

In some places where thereis a big Marwari
population special invitations are issued to friends
and customers for the puja of Dhanalakshmi. AJl
morney that is due to them is collected and worshipp-
ed along with a kalasam decorated with jewels inside
the house and the picture of Goddess Lakshmi is wor-
shipped in the places of business. Fruits, flowers
and thambulam are distributed to the invitces. [n
some cases thereis practice of what is known as
chadivimpulu (.Séz)o:’aco) which comprises presenta-
tion of a smull amount of cash by the invitces as a
token of good wish for the next year’s prosperous
business,
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12. Subrahmanya Shasti  takes plice on  the
sixth lunar day in the bright fortnight of Mar-
gasiram  (November December). Subrahmanya-
swamy, generally known as Kumaraswamy, is the
God of war, and the General of the army of the
Gods.  Heis the son of Siva and Durga, is mounted
on a peacock, with its tail spread out and a bow and
a spear arcin cither of his hands.  He is depicted to
be very handsome. Tt is said that women who have
no male children especially propitiate Him to beget
a son as handsome and as courageous as Subrah-
manya,

It is the celebration of the birth of Kumara-
swamy to save devas and Brahmins from the danava
Tarakasura, who had acquired such a boen that none
but the son of Lord Siva could hill him.  But insult-
ed by her own father Daksha, Parvati had burnt
Hersell in the father’s sacrificial fire and was reborn
as the daughter of Himavantha,  Lord Siva had been
doing severe penance and nobody could disturb His
penance so s to make Hint marry Parvati and beget
the saviour of the world,  Manmatha disturbed
Siva’s penance and got himsell burnt to ashes for the
benefit of the universe. Subscquently, Lord Siva
marricd Parvati and the buth of Kumaraswamy was
an cvent of great joy to the whole universe.

Subrahmanya Shusti is confined to a very few
Brahmin famihies to celebrate the birth of Kumara-
swamy who 1s otherwise known as Subrahmanya.

Fasting during the day, worshipping Lord Sub-
rahmanya and offering cocoanuts and  naivedyam are
observed as the rituals.  Onespecial function on the
occasion is to invite a Brahmin bachelor, honour
him, feed him and give him new clothing.  Reading
and listening to the story of the birth of Kumara-
swamy is another function which is belicved to bring

prosperity to those whe participate in it.

13. Sankranti — Makara Sankranti or Uttarayana
Sankranti is the sun’s cntrance into the sign
Capricornus (Makara) which is identifled with the
Uttarayana or return of the sun to the north or to
The festival marks the return
It is gene-
It is also
d is dedi-

the winter solstice.
of the sun to the northern hemisphere.
rally observed from 13thto 15th January.
known as Pongal in the Southern India an
cated to the glorification of agriculture.
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All the Hindus observe it. First day is Bhogi,
second day Sankranti and the third Kanumu panduga,
known in the rural parts as pasuvula panduga. On
the first day Brahmins and Vaisyas take ordinary oil
bath, whereas the well-to-do among the other Hindus
take a bath after rubbing the head and the body with
gingelly paste. In the matter of preparations for
the day the Brahmins are particular of setting up
two ovens and cook jaggery pongal and sugar pongal.
The other castes invariably prepare bread with
cholam flour and sajja flour both mixed with gingelly.
For the special curry of the occasion all available
vegetables arc mixed and cooked together. This is
known as Sankranti kalupukura. Hot pongali (pula-
gam) is preparcd.  Brahmins, Vaisyas and Lingayats
pour down pieces of sugar candy, regi pandiu (zizy-
phus jujuba) and small coins down the heads of
young children in the presence of invitees and a
host of grown up children.  The children rush to the
centre as soon as the pouring is over, and collect
whatever they can. The next day is the day of
festivity for afl. Inall familics pumpkin is cooked,
scasoned or sweetened.  Another practice is to offer
pumpkin and gingelly to Brahmins. The third day
is important in the rural parts, Cows and bullocks
are washed, their bodies are decorated with designs
in several colours, horns are coloured and bells of
different sizes are ticd to the horns and necks. Some
are decorated with costly clothes and jewels and
taken to temples with drums and music. In some
parts paruveta is also held on this day. In theurban

parts also the milk vendor decorates his cows and

takes them round.

14. Bhishma FEkadasi is celebrated by a  very
few Brahmins on Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January-

February).
1t has its source in the primitive institutions of

the Hindus, of which the worship of the pitrus, the
patriarchs or progenitors, the Diti Manes, constituted

an important element. The day is dedicated to
Bhishma?, the son of Ganga, and great-uncle of
Pandava and Kaurava princes. He was killed in the
course of the great war between the Pandavyag and

the Kauravas; and dying childless he left _.
cendants in the direct line on whom it was incﬁgﬂgggt

to offer him funeral honours. In order to make
good this want persons in general are enjoined to
make libations of water of this day to Bhishma’s
spirit and to offer him sesamum seeds and boiled
rice. The act expiates the sin of a whole year. One
of its peculiarities is that it is to be observed by
persons of all the four original castes. The inten-
tion of the rite as now understood is expressed in
the mantras uttered at the time of presenting the
offerings: ‘I present this water to the childless hero
Bhishma. May Bhishma, the son of Santhanu, the
speaker of truth, the subjugator of his passions
obtain by this water the oblations due from sons and
grandsons,” After his defeat by Arjuna he waited
till Magha Suddha Ekadasi and died on this day after
the Makara Sankramanam called Uttarayana punya-
kalam. Brahmins observe fasting, perform puja to
Bhishma and break their fast on Dwadasi with
parani, a feast. This is unknown in rural parts, and
to some in the urban parts as well.

15. Mahasivarathri—Mahasivarathri (as distingui-
shed from the other eleven Mahasivarathris or
monthly Sivarathris which fall on the fourteenth day
of the waning moon, on which nights Lord Sjva is
offered special pujas) falls on the 14th day of the
wanng moon in the month of Magham (January-Feb-
ruary). This in the estimation of the followers of
Siva is the most sacred of all their observances, ex-
piating all the sins and securing the attainment of
all desires during life and union with Siva or final
emancipation after death. The ceremony issaid to
have been enjoined by Siva Himself who declared to
His consort Parvati that the fourteenth day of the

e e —_———

1. Bhishma was a great general and philosopher. Devotion to truth and duty, self-restraint and self-sacrifice, were
all illustrated by him throughout his long lifein a manner almost unparalleled in the history of India. His father
fell in love with'the daughter of a fisherman, who would not give her in marriage till he was assured of her jssue
from the king succeeding to the kingdom. Bhishma having come to know of his father’s attachment for the girl
went 1o her father and not only renounced his own claim to the throne, but by taking a vow of lifelong celibacy
cut off his line of offspring, saying that even dyingchildless he would attain heaven. So firm was his attach-
ment to the vow that when on his step-brother’s death no male child was left in the family and he was earnestly
solicited by even his step-mother to marry and rule the kingdom, he replied *'I can renounce the empire of
heaven but truth 1 shall never renounce.”  Lying on his death-bed in the battle field of Kurukshetra he gave
advice to the Pandavas upon the duties of kings, upon philosophical and social problems and upon questions of
polity of the art of war, the means of attaining salvation, ctc.
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dark half of Magham, if obscrved in honour of Him
should be destructive of the consequences of all sins,
committed in threc gencrations and should confer

final libcrution.“ T_hc three essential observances
on this day arc fasting during thc whole tidhi or

lunar day, holding a vigil and worshipping the Linga
during the night.  After bathing in the morning the
worshipper recites his samkalpa or pledges himself
to celebrate the worship. He then recites special
mantras (holy texts) and offers an arghyva (oblation)
after which he goes through puja by short prayers.
The repetition of nyasa (i.e., touching paits of the
body while repeating certain mantras) accompanics
every offering made to the Linga; they are fruits,
flowers, incense, lights and the like during the whole
ceremony. The Linga is to be propitiated with
different articles in ecach watch of the night on which
the vigil is held.  1In the first it is to be bathed with
milk. Incense, fruits, flowers and articles of food

such as boiled rice and sometimes even dressed flesh,
arc offered with the repetition of mantras,  In the
sccond jt is bathed with curds. In the third the
bathing is performed with ghee. In the fourth
watch. the Linga is bathed with honey. Brahmins
arc entertained and presents are made to them.
Women as well as men perform this vrata,

All Hindus except Vaishnavites observe this
fo tival There ts not madch difference in the observance
by several sub-communitios that obserse it On Magha
Behulu Chathurdasi (anuary February) devotees fast
the whole day, go to Siva temple tor abhishekam,
worship and offer cocoanuis, touits, panaham and
panncranms wiich  they take ws prasadam, observe
Jugarana (heeping awake the whole noght) and attend
to purana halakshepam, Harikathas or dramas with a
theme of Siva. The next mornimg they break their
Fast after a bath and puja. During the second day

1 Quoting the remark of Narada maframuni that Sivarathri vratiam would wash off one’s siny commutted during
past three'lives, Dharmaraja requested Lord Krishna to explain how a single night’s vrarhantis so very cllee-
tive and also to cite an example, if any, to justify the claim. This s the explanation ot the Pord after asking
Dharmaraja to carefully listen to it.  One day Parvati put the same question to Tord Siva and got a satisfac-
tory explanation. In the earlier parts of the first Aa/pam there was o Brahann hing. Intovicated with power
he ill-treated the Brahmins and tortured the righteous, the prous and the vittuous, In consequence he was
born as a Kshatria king in his next life.  He continued his despotism, misapproprnted and misused the wealth
not only of the subjects but also of the temples.  He was as a result bornas the son of o public woman with no
father to claim and yet became a king.  In this third hife too, there was no sinleftuncommitted by hom. The
cumulative eftect of these three lives made him in his fourth hie a kirarhraha (Boya huntery condemned to exast
onraw flesh. He married a kirathaki, hunted animals in the forest and fed his wafe and cluldren wath the raw
flesh. On a Mahasivaratri day he could get no game and was reluctant to return with empty hands to the
hungry family.  He, therefore, kept vigilamong the branches of a bifwa tree hoping to get some game. To
enablc him to see the game around he removed some of the Ailwa Teaves and threw them down, They chanced to
fall on a Sivalingam which was directly below to himunder that delwa tree. Soon he saw a deer approaching
and lifted up his bow, The deer requested him not to kill her as she was pregnant expecting to bring forth
young ones immediately and promised to return to him after entrusting them to thar father's care. The eflfect
of throwing bilwa leaves on the Sivalingam during the first vigil had already reformed him and attowed the
deer to go.  In the next vigil he cleared o1t some more Leaves and threw them dowa, Meanwhile another deer
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also they desist fr<;m sleep. One general practice is
that this festival is observed not at their residence
but at a holy place such as a Saiva pilgrim centre or
at least Saiva temple away from home. such as
Sreesailam, etc., (at times hundreds of miles away
from home) with the belief that those places are
further sanctified during the period by the presence
of Devathas that visit the centres to worship the
presiding dcity, though invisible.
o

16. Kamaqﬁanam and
17. Holi

i In this District Ka-
| madahanam and
| Holi are clubbed to-
| gether. It commen-
ces on Phalguna Suddha Triodasi and closes on Bahula
Padyami, theugh the ac&ﬁ}xl Holi is celebrated on the

full moon day.

One legend which is current is that Manmadha?!
was burnt to ashes by the fire that emerged from
the third cyc of Lord Siva, when He opened it with
wrath for having been disturbed from His penance.

According to Vaishnava Purana it was the anni-
versary of a great feat of heroism which Krishna
performed by destroying a she-demon variously
named as Sankhashuda, Hori, Holi, Hola, Holika,
Medha and Dhundha. The most probable supposi-
tion, however, is that it was sct apart to celebrate
the return of spring-to typily the general influence
of spring upon both the animate and inanimate crea-
tion, and to express the feclings spread by the sea-

for her prey the next day she was met by such a
chorus of vile and filthy abuse that she dropped
down and died, as was prophesied, This event is
supposed to be commemorated by the festival, and
the obscene language used by some youths generally
at the Holi festival is believed to have originated
from this legend.

This is observed in towns and villages by all the
Hindus irrespective of economic status. This is more
a public function than a domestic function. The
main function is on Purnima which is called Kamuni
Purnima or Kamuni Panduga. A pit is dug in the
customary places in the middle of the street and
wood and other combustible articles are collected
from three days in advance. An earthen image of a
female is placed in the centre of the pit and some
kind of puja is performed. The gathered material
is placed all round the image. A picture of Kama
or Manmadha, son of Lord Vishnu disturbing the
penance of Lord Siva is taken round in procession
and brought back and burnt after setting fire to the
material in the pit. After the contents of the pit
are nearly burnt, half burnt sticks are taken home
and oil lamps are lit with them. Vasantham is com-
menced on a small scale that very night and it in-
creases till it ceases by the next noon. In big places
this period of three days is one of excessive enjoy-
ment and licence. During all the three days artifi-
cial elephants and other huge quadrupeds construct-
ed on carts are taken round the streets with music,
country dance, etc. In such places this isone of the

came that way and when the kerathaka was about to hitit, the deer prayed that she should be pernitted to go
to her husband and return after taking leave from him. The Arrathha could not refuse the request. He prew
impatient and perturbed by hunger and with the thought of the starving wife and children tore oft some more
bitwa lcaves and threw them downon the head of the Sivaling v below with the determmation to usce the next
victim for himself and his family. Another deer with anumber of youne oaes approached the tree but managed
to obtain the kirathaka’s permission to take back the young ones to the safe custody of therr father and return
to him The last that stood before him in the fourth vigil was a stag. When the bow was rased the stag
stunncd him with rc:nl_inc%s to death. The antmal explained that those whom he spared for a while previously
were his wives and children, that they would keep up their promise to become his victims and that it too would

son and the delight which the revival of nature sent
forth. The festival dates from Vedic times. Accord-
ing to a legend, Holika was the name of a she-demon
who used to devour children, that were supplied to
her by turns from each family in the places where

most important festivals., At houses the usual fes-
tivities are observed. Ryots remove the ash from
the pit and use it for crops, particularly to vegeta-
ble gardens with the belief that it is an insecticide,

prefer to dic along with thom. With tears in the cyes the stag wanted to go to his house with the whole herd,
When the Boya reached his resideace there was a huge herd of deers and young ones headed by the stag ready
to be killed. He was astonished at the conduct of the animals and asked the stag foran cxbl.lx):llluﬁ. The
stag cxplained that S!v.nlmgu poju with bilwa Teaves had washed off the sins of his previous three hives and
puriticd his heart. Though unintentionally he had kept up the three esseninal observances of Mahasovarathri
namely, fasting, waking up and worshipping a Sivalingim, L ord Siva sent His vimananm and pot the Boya ;lmi
the entire herd of deers to Kaidbviam, Thus the truth of the following dictum has been established @

(Gavo ([Liersto \$e Cou & oratoro

’

Thridalam thrigunakaram thiinethrancha thrayayudham,

, v .. .
L2esy T8R0Tl 0 Dee Ho T m0
- “ o

Thrijunma ppasamharam bilwapathiam Sivarpanam®.

which mcans :

The hilwu dulams (bunches of 3 feaves) which are

Satwa, Rujas and Thamas) and the trident of thice
the ctfect of eradicating the sins of three birthe,

sun“ncd torepresent the three chavacterisees (namaly,
-eyed God (namely, Lord Sivay, if offeved to Lotd Siva hinve

she held sway. It so happened that one day, an old COMMON MUSLIM FESTIVALS

woman’s only grandson, was to be the victim, and
she was lamenting her bitter misfortune. A holy
mendicant happened to pass her door and hearing of
the cause of her sorrow contemplated for a time
and then said that Holika could be killed and her
grandson saved, if Holika could be made to hear vile
and obscene expressions, for it was destined that
this alone could kill her. The whole village took
this holy man at his word, and when Holika came

1. Ramzan is observed during the ninth month
of the Muslim year viz., Ramzan (February-March).
Prophet Mohammed, while he was doing penance in
Ghar-e-Hira (a cave) in Mecca at his fortieth year
is believed to have acquired Quran sent by Allah
through Gabriel. The observance of this month is
one of the five cardinal practices in Islam and ex-
press commands regarding it are given in the Quran.

1. Manmadha was the son of Maya (the primary illusion) or the general attracting power and is married to Rati,

affection and his bosom friend is Vasant (the spring).

Manmadha or Kama is represented as a youth with

eight arms and attended by four nymphs — pleasure, affection, passion and power, bearing the shell, the
lotus, a bow and five arrows and a banner, riding on the marine monster Makara or on a parrot.
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They consider the two heroes equal to prophet
Himself.

““Some days previous to the festival, the
imambara (house of the Imam), also called ashur-
khanah (ten-day house) is precparcd. Assoon as
the new moon appcars, the people ther
together in the various /mambaras and offer
fatihahs over some sherbet or some sugar in the
name of Hussain. The fatihah concludes thus:
O God, grant the reward of this to the soul of
Hussain.  The sherbet and sugar are then
distributed. The imambara is generally a tempo-
rary structure or somc large hall fitted up for
the occasion....The alams or standards which
are commonly made of copper and brass, though
occasionally of gold or silver, are laced against
the walls. The usual standard is that of a hand
placed on a pole. This is emblematic of the
five members (the prophet himself, Ali, Fati-
mah, Hassan and Hussain) who compose the
family of the Prophet, and is the special stan-
dard of the Shiahs.”” 1

For the first six days nothing clse takes place.
From seventh to ninth day they arc taken outin
procession in the streets. Fires are kindled in open
spaces and the people, both old and young, fence
across the fire and jump about calling out ‘“Hussain!
Hassan !’ The three daysare enjoyed with fancy dres-
ses of tigers, bears, etc., and mimicry. Both Hindus
and Muslims go to the imambara for offering fatihahs
to alams. On the evening before the tenth day which
according to the Muslim mode of computing time is
the tenth night, all the taziyahs and the alams are
taken out in procession. [t is a scene of great confu-
sion, for men and boys disguised in all sorts of quaint
get up run about fencing and jumping. Ata con-
venient hour in the night of the ninth day, burning
cinders are levelled in the pitin front of the ashur
khanah and devotees, both Muslims and Hindus, a

few holding alams walk across the fire. Whatever the
principle might be, the influence of the ten days’ ob-

servance of Dasara with fire walkingin several places
is seen in the ten days’ observances of Moharram. Iy
is the carnival of the lower class Muslims and Hindus.
On the following day after fatihahs are read, the
taziyahs and alams are taken away to the nearby river
or tank or a well outside the town. There the
immersion ceremony takes place, which is wash-
ing the peerlu in water and removing them from
the poles on which they were kept mounted from the
first day of the festival.

The buthi (curd and cooked rice with condiments)
brought from home is offered as fatihghs at the
river and distributed in small quantities to as many
of those assembled as possible. After the immersion
ceremony, the alams are wrapped in cloth and kept

in ashur khanahs for 3 days. Though non-vegetarian
food is prohibited for 3 days, it is observed only
for a day cxcept by the Shiahs. Sherbeth is genes
rally distributed,  After the 3rd day the alams are
taken home and kept in safe custody for the next
Moharram.

4. Milad-un-Nabi is observed by all Muslims
on the 12th day of the month Rabi-ul-Aval
(July August) in commemoration of prophet Moham-
mad,

The story goes that being an orphan Moham-

mad was fed by Halima, a poor woman, with her milk
and when he grew up he was tending the sheep along
with the son of Halima. Even as baby he refused
the milk from the right breast of Halima which he
left it to her son.  One day Gabricel cut the chest of
Mohammad, washed the heart with sacred water
and prepared him to be a prophet and a reformer of
the world. Hec performed penance and got Quran
from God through Gabricl. He preached that Almi-
ghty is onc and as a conscquenee had to escape from
Meccca to Madina where he acquired 330 disciples in
the first instance.  He spread his Gospel, gradually
regaincd Mecca and passed away in the year 1775 on
the twelfth day of Rabi-ul-Avval. On this day food
is cooked and after fatihahs have been read over it it
is distributed to the poor. Both in private houses
and mosques, meetings arc held at which the story
of the birth, miracies and dcath of the Prophet are
recited.  They keep awake throughout the night and
namaz is performed. Quran is recited in mosques
during which period the moustache (often a single
hair of it and a picce of black blanket) are removed
slowly from the box in which they arc preserved and
are shown to the gathering by the Qazi. This is done
only in big towns. Relatives are cntertained to a
good feast, This festival is, however, not observed in
rural parts. Even in towns it is observed by a limi-
ted number of familics which are pious, rich or edu-
cated.

5. Peer-e-Dastagiri is cclebrated on the eleventh day
of the fourth month i.c, Raibi-us-Sani (August-Sep-
tember) by the Sunnies in honour of the saint Abdul
Khadar Jeelani or Geelani. His tomb stands at
Baghdad and is visited by Sunny Muslims and some
non-Muslims as well, This is an occasion of his birth-
day celebration, In his name a green flag is taken
in procession to the accompaniment of music and is
finally erected on a platform specially constructed
for the purpose in places where the Sunnies are in

1. E. Denison Ross, op. cit., pp. 107-108.
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a majority, In other places the flag is fixed on a
margosa tree near the entrance to the place. ThlS.lS‘
done with the belief that a flag of Peer-e-Dastagin
who was a great saint would protect the place ward-
ing off all epidemics and foul play of Satan. Just.as
in Moharram it is a very happy occasion though for
a single night. In rural parts of this district it is an
interesting sight to witness the vast crowd of Hipdus
with a handful of Muslims moving together in a
procession with the green flag flying above and music
playing in the front, practically the entire cost being
contributed by the leading Hindu community of
the village concerned. In towns, a few orthodox
Muslims who are educated commence 10 days earlier
reading the life and other holy books on Islam and
conclude the festival with poor feeding on a small
scale whether there is a procession or not.  Several
miracles are attributed to the credit of the great saint.
At the earlier stages of his life he converted a
gang of robbers by telling them how much of money
he had with him and where he had kept it. When
the robbers questioned him why he revealed the fact
while there was an opportunity to save his money, he
replied that normally it was a great sin to utter a lie
and that it would be a greater one in his case as he
had promised his mother, at the time of leave taking
and recciving her blessings, not to utter a lie. The
gang of robbers reformed themsclves and became a
group of his disciples. 1In this district the festival is
more conspicuous in villages than in towns.

6. Shab-e-Barath or Night of Record -— This festival
is held on the night of the fourteenth of the
eighth month i e., Shaban (December — January) and
it is believed that the duties of the men for the ensu-
ing year are recorded. The whole night is spent ei-
ther in prayer or in recitation of Quran in a happy
and pleasant mood with illuminations and display of
fire works. We find in these celebrations the influ.
ence of Deepavali celebrations conducted by the Hin-
dus with great mirth and joy extravagantly indulging
in fire works. This is a common festival among
Muslims though the celebration is confined to a few
rich and educated Muslims of the towns.

COMMON CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS

1. The New Year’s Day — The Istof Januaryis cele-
brated as the New Year’s Day by all Christians,
Celebrations commence an hour or two before the
actual birth of the New Year. Between 10and 11 O’
clock on the night of the 31st December of the preced-
ing year, thereis the ‘Watch Night’ servicein churches.
Thefunction commences with the distribution of sweets

to the assembly. A speechis deliveredabout the closing
year. Exactly at 12 O’clock in the mid-night a speech
is delivered ushering in the New Ycar. Songs about
the coming year, about the glory of God, in praise of
Christ and prayer for His blessings are sung individu-
ally and in chorus. At about 00-30 hours the function
concludes by a service and mutual exchange of greet-
ings for the New Year by those assembled there. At
5-30 hours, in the morning of the New Year’s day
each family conducts service in the house. Prayers are
offered for the benefits of the previous year and for
blessings in the ensuing year. After bath and wearing
of new clothes, greeting cards, gifts and sweets are
distributed to friends and relatives. Church service
between 9 and 11 A M. is attended by all. Dedication
of the Biblical names by the pastor to the new born
babies and special prayers for the extension of the
Kingdom of Christ bring the function to a close.

At home each family exhibits the gieetings and
gifts such as toys, clothing, sweets, etc., received from
friends and relatives on a table in the well decorated
hall of the house which is cleaned and decorated.
The day is one of rejoicing with choice sweetmeats
and non-vegetarian dishes for dinner.

Besides contributing one tenth of a month’s in-
come to the church by all devoted Christians, special
offerings are made to the church for the extension
of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, i.e., for the mission
of converting others into Christianity. The exchange
of greetings is not confined to Christians alone. It
is extended to all classes of educated people. The
Christians distribute sweets to all their Hindu and
Muslim friends in the locality.

For the recently converted uneducated Harijans
of the country side, the New Year’s day has no special
significance, unless the concerned pastor undertakes
to hold the function of dedicating Biblical names to
the converts here and there duringthe close of the
year. In spite of these celebrations, Christians do
not attach much religious importance to this New
Year’s Day. There is a convention gaining ground
both among the Catholics and the Protestants that
there is no need to attach importance to 1st January
asa New Year’s Day. Tt may be observed, as any
other Indian does, as the first day of the official
calendar year. Along with the preparation and
enjoyment of the time-honoured bhakshyam from the
days of forefathers, all the functions of thanks giving
for the closing year and prayers for the New Year,
etc., can as well be transferred to the Telugu New
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Year’s day by the Andhra, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra Christians now that we are an Independent
Nation with a National Calendar of our own.

2. Good Friday—Jcsus Christ was crucified in
Jerusalem by the Jews on Friday and ‘Good Friday’
is celebrated to commemorate that day, {Itis a part
of the celebration of the Easter® and comes
immediately before the Easter Sunday. Easter being
the most joyous of Christian festivals observed annual-
ly throughout Christendom in commemoration of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ on the first Sunday after
the full-moon following the vernal equinox.  Though
Easter Sunday is the central point in the obscrvance
of the events connccted with Christ’s death on a
Friday and His resurrection on a Sunday, the ideal
Easter season extends from Ash Wednesday, the first
day of Lent to Whit Sunday which comme-
morates the day of Pentecost,  This period of
the Easter cycle may be divided into 3 periods
(1) The preparatory fast of the forty days of Lent;
(2) The fiftcen days beginning with the Sunday
before and ending with Sunday after Easter during
which the ceremonies ol the holy week and the services
of the Octave of Easter are observed ; (3) The Octave
of Easter during which the newly baptised wear their
white garments and for the paschal season
beginning at Easter and lasting till Whit Sunday.
In this district fasting is observed for a week com-
mencing from the 4th day preceding Good Friday
upto Easter i.c., the Sunday after Good Friday.
.This period is known as ‘Lamentation period’ or
‘Passion  week’. The religious-minded  elders
observe the fast very strictly and engage themselves
in prayers. On Friday church service is conducted
from 11-00 hours to 16-00 hours, when only 7 persons
speak, the significance being that the Lord spoke
only seven words from the cross before His death.
Each speach is preceded and followed by a prayer.
No true Christian fails to observe fast at {cast on
that day. The Sunday following is Easter. Early
in the morning at 5-00 hours all the members of the
church start in procession from the church to an
open space, preferably a grove. There they sing in
praise of the Lord after which there is a scrmon by
a learned preacher. By 7-00 hours they return home

and get ready to attend the church by 9-00 hours.
Roman Catholics, however, do not go in procession
but attend their respective churches, have service
from 3 to 4 P.M. as Jesus is belicved to huve been
crucified at 3-00 P.M. They observe jagarana on the
night of Saturday previous to the Easter Sunday
which they call *Easter Vigil’.  Immediately after the
service in church ‘Lord’s Supper’ is observed by
those who belicve i the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Bread and diluted wine i little quantities represent-
ing the flesh and blood of Jesus are taken by
Christians. Ncw born babies arc brought to the
church and christened with Biblical names by the
pastor. Nominally the members of the Christian
family are baptised as a token of rebirth, affirming
their belief in Christ. This is done by immersing the
Chyristian in the water and taking him out by the
pastor or some other church authority chanting
hymns.  This is the practice with the majority of the
Protestants who immerse the new convert not
particularly in sacred or holy water as John, the
Baptist, baptised for the first time in the waters
of the River Jordon. 1t signifies a spiritual turning
away from sins and the entry into a new and purer
life. A few of the protestants and all the Catholics
sprinkle holy water on new converts before Baptism,
after saying prayers over the water before it s
sprinkled. Feasts are held and consumed in every
house with friends and relatives,

3. Christmas is the birthday celebration of Jesus
Christ. Though 25th is the birthday of Jesus, the
celebrations commence on the night of 23rd December
with the  Christmas Candle Lighting Service . The
cvening of 24th is called the * Christmas Eve ’ and
special prayers and services are held in churches.
In order to keep the children awake on the night of
the 24th the parents tell them that ‘Christmas Father’
visits them with presents. The ‘Christmas father’
or Santa Clalgs is an imaginary person with a white
flowing beard and a red snow suit who is believed to
fill the children’s stockings with Christmas presents
by night, The children generally fall asleep by mid-
night of the Christmas Eve, then the parents keep
presents like sweets, baloons, toys, etc., in stockings
and keep them under their beds or on the tables. 1n

1 Easter.—The'day the Christians celebrate Christ’srising from the dead is called Easter. 1t always comes
off on a Sunday falling either in March or in April. The datc depends on when the moon appears in full in those
months. However, it can never be earlier than March, 22 nor later than April, 25.

To many, Easter means the coming of spring.
rested in the ground all winter send up leaves and

In this season trees give out new leaves ; sceds that have
flowers, moths come out of the cocoons, birds build nests

and lay eggs. For hundreds of years eggs have signified the awakenin AR . 2
: hierd | h g of lifc in spring. Christians colour Easter
eggs and give them to their fricnds asa way of saying ‘Spring is here’ — The Golden Book of Encyclopaedia

—Book V, page 443 bv Bertha Moris Parker.

COMMON FESTIVALS [21]

the morning the children are told that ‘Christmas
Father’ had come and left them presents. Even in the
church the eldest member is dressed like the ‘Christ-
mas father’ and is made to wander about in the
congregation, distributing sweets, etc., to the children
from the stockings hung to a bamboo stick on his
shoulder. On the night of 24th December, the
members of the church, specially youngsters go
around the town in groups singing Christmas carolis
to wake up the Christians and inviting them to
church for the important celebration on the 25th
morning. Some of the Christian families receive
such parties and offer them sweets and cakes. After
the service in the church on the morning of the 25th
they rcturn home and spend the day in merriment
exchanging grectings and inviling friends and rela-
tives to participate in the Christmas dinner, The
well-to-do  Protestants prepare the “Christmas

tree” with canes and bamboos and decorate it

with coloured paper, candles and a variety of
coloured bulbs. Gifts and greetings received from
friends and relatives are conspicuously exhibited on
the ‘Christmas tree’.

The Roman Catholics do not have the Christmas
tree but exhibit in a crib (a small hut-like erection)
the articles of presentations, the statues of Babe
Jesus, Mother Mary and foster father Joseph. Some
figures of animals representing the stable are also
kept to indicate the actual place of the birth of Lord
Jesus.

Christmas is a common festival for all Christians
in Nalgonda District, whether rich or poor, in town
or village. The well-to-do in the towns celebrate the
festival in the manner detailed above. The poor can-
not afford the costly dinners, exchange of sweets or
the Christmas tree in towns much less in villages. In
the villages, the missionaries and the local pastors are
innovating several methods of conversion on the
Christmas Day. Processions singing songs in Telugu,
door to door personal invitations to one and all of
the place to take part in the procession, enacting the
dramas of the life and teachings of several of the
Christian saints are resorted to to support their
mission,
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mirrors,
torches,

lanterns,
books,

d photos
photos,

Articles sold
earthenware,
pictures,
, bangles, etc.

]

en and wooden toys an

Eatables,

Eatables, earthenware, mirrors, combs, earth-
combs,

Eatables, mirrors, combs, books, photos, etc.
Eatables, bangles, books and photos, etc.

Eatables, photos, toys, etc.
Eatables, puja articles, sundry articles, etc.

Eatables, bangles, sundry articles, etc.

Eatables, etc.
Eatables, etc.
cocoanuts

is connected
Narasimhaswamy

Mathsyagiri Laxmi
Jatara

Mutyalamma Jatara
Ahankalamma

Brahmadevuni Jatara
Jatara

The festival, if any,
with which the fair
Laxmi Narasimha-
swamy Uthsavam
Katamayya Jatara
Lateef Shah Vali
Allah Khadri Urs
Syed Jalal Shah
Bukhari Urs
Mallanna Jatara

APPENDIX 1V
LIST OF FAIRS
fair is held
Kapdukur (Pedda)

Tirugandlapalle
Nalgonda

Kakkireni
Huzurnagar
Peddamunagal
Gouraipalle
Venkatapur

Village where the
Etoor

Taluk
Ramannapet
Devarakonda
Huzurnagar
Devarakonda
Bhongir
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Bhongir
Ramannapet

2
9 days (Satur-

Duration
5 days

4 days

1 day

3 days

i day

2 days

3 days
One week
days and
Mondays)

—Contd.

fair
April-May

August-September

Period of the
March-April

July-August
December-January

September-October

Adipurusha
Adhishekam

Acharyas

Adhyavanamantapam

Adhyayanothsavam .
Agarbathies
Agnigundam
Alankarana .
Anandadolothsavam
Ank urarpanam
Annasantarpana

Aradhana .
Archana

Ashram .
Ashtadikpalakas .

Asvarohanaseva
Asvaseva

Bualiharana

Banda . . .
Bhagavatham . .

Bhajan
Bhakthas
Bhavi .

Bilvam

Bindetheertham

Boorugachettu
Boddurayi . .

GLOSSARY

Originator

Religious rite of pouring or
sprinkling sacred water
on the image of a deity

Religious preachers

Mantapa sct apart for
recital of Vedas etc.

Reciting Vedas

Incense sticks

Fire pit

Decoration

Boat festival

Inauguration ceremony

Free feeding usually meant
for the poor

Special worship

Worship

Hermitage

Eight divinities guarding
the four sides and four
corners of the world

Procession on horse vehicle

Cooked rice thrown round
the temple daily

Rock

One of the Puranus
narrating the stories of
Lord Vishnu particularly
relating to the avathar
Sri Krishna

Singing in chorus in praise
of God

Devotees

Well

A sacred tree (aegic mar-
melos)

A kind of ritual in the
temple

Bombax malabarium

A round stonc fixed in
earth at the time of
construction  of the
village  with  certain
ceremonies to protect
the village from the bad

Bonalu or Bonams

Brahmothsavam
Bugga .
Burrakathas .

Chakram

Chakrapongali

Chakravari
Chakravari seva
Chakratheertham
Chakratheerthaseva
Chandanam
Cheruvu

Chiruthalu

Dakshina

Danavas . .
Darga . .

Darsan or Darshan
Dasu

Deeparadhana

Deepam . . .
Devas .
Dhanurmasam

Dhanur masothsavam

————

effects of evil spirits and
diseases

A preparation of rice and
a little of green gram
intended for offeiring to
a deity

Grand festival

Spring, stream of water

Legends of some God or
hero related with sing-
ing, music and dance

Discus, the weapon of
Lord Vishnu

A sweet preparation made
of rice. sugar and green
gram dhal

A kind of ritual in the
festival

Sandal paste
Tank

Small  wooden cymbals
used in bhajans elc.

South, customary gift,
cash paid to pujari or
purohit on cercmonial
occasions

Demons

Place of religious impor-
tance for Muslims
generally having a tomb

Audience

Man dedicated himself to
the services of God

Burning of oil lamps

Light

Celestial beings

Month during which the
sun is in the zodiac sign
sagittarius

Function celebrated in
Dhanurmasam



Dharma

Dharmadhikari . .
Dhupam . . .

Dhwaja
Dhwajarohanam

Dhwajasthambham .

Dhwajavarohanam .

2

Dhyanam . .

Dopu
Dopuseva or 1
Dopothsavam J

Dwarapalakas

Edurukolu

Ekagrata

Ekanthaseva

Fatihah

Gadha
Gaja
Ganda deepam

A
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The approved way of life
comprising  righteous-
nzss, religious ordinan-
ces, rules of conduct
and duties of an indivi-
dual peculiar to his
stage and station in his
life

Trustee

Smoke evolved of burning
incense

Flag

Inauguration of the festi-
val (flag hoisting)

Pillar in front of the
temple (flag stafl)

Conclusion of the festival
(removing the flag)

Meditation or concentra-
tion of mind on a parti-
cular thing or God

Plundering

Special worship involving
dopu

Gatc keepers, sentinels on
either side at the
entrance of a temple

A ritual observed duiing
marriage ceremony of
the God and his consort;
the Lord is welcomed as
a biidegrcom

Concentration or one-
pointedness

Worship involving placing
the Lord and his consort
in a swing

Offerings in the name of
God or a saint

Mace

Elephant

An oil lamp carried on the
head ; the jamp being a
big hollow earthen plate
filled with oil with
thickly twisted wicks of
cotton thread. More
usually the plate is

Gandham
Gandharva

“Garuda .

Garudamudda .

Garudaseva or 1
Garudothsavam J

Ghatam .

Gopuram or B
Galigopuram J

Gosala

Gotram .

Gudi

Gudiseva
Gundan .
Guru Peetadhipati .

Harathi

Harikatha

Harikatha kalakshepam .

Hastham
Havanam
Homam .

Homagundan .
Hundi

Jagarana or Jagaram

Jammipuja

preparcd of flour of rice
or wheat like an oil cup,
taking burning wicks
under a canopy

Sandalwood paste

A style of marriage of
olden days

Sacred kite. the vehicle of
Lord Vishnu

A kind of worship involv-
ing Garuda

Procession on a vehicle
depicting the sacred kite

Pot depicting o village
Goddess

Tower before a temple

Cow shed

Clan

Temple

Worship inside the temple

Fite pit

Religious head, preceptor

Wave-offering  generally
with lighted caomphor or
wick dipped in ghee

Legend of exploit of some
god or hero related with
singing, music and dance

Spending time in listening
10 harikathas

Hand or palm

Rituals  connected  with
offerings to the God of
fire '

Offerings made to the God
of fiie

Sacrificia! pit

A receptacle in a temple
where the devotees put
the offerings in cash or
kind

Keeping awuke throughout
the night in meditation
Worship of a kind of tree
(prospis spicigera) as-

sociated with the epics

Jatara

Jayanthi
Kaliyuga

Kalyanam .
Kalyanamantapam .
Kalyanothsavam or

Kalyanamahothsavam
Katha . .
Kathakalakshepam .

Kavi
Kavadi

Kavithagoshti
Khumbham
Kolanulu
Kolatam

Koneru
Kudali
Kumkum.

Lanka
Lingam .

Malida .

Mamool .

].

J

Mantapam or Mandapam

Masjid .
Mantram.

Mujavar .
Mukthi |

Fair or celebration having

religious importance
Birthday

The last and the present
age of sub-division of
the span of the universe

Marriage

Wedding hall

Marriage ceremony

Story

Pastime with listening to
stories relating to God

Poet

A contrivance to carry on
shoulders pots of water
or other mass kept in
strings hanging from the
two ends of a horizontal
bar

Assembly of poets

Heap of cooked rice

Ponds

A dance to the beat of

short sticks held in the
hands

Pond
Confluence
Vermilion

Island ; Ceylon
Phallus

A preparation with wheat
flour and jaggery

An usual thing; payment
in cash or kind made to
domestic  servants or
others as a custom

A small room with pillars
and roof all of stone ; a
structure for placing an
ido! for worship

Mosque

Incantation

Muslim priest

Salvation

[59]
Mulavigraham
Mutt
Muthaiduvas .

Naga

Namam .

Namaz . .
Nandikoluseva.

Navaratripujas

Naivedyam

Nityakalyanam

Pachchathoranam .
Padmam .
Padmasana .

Pallakiseva
Panakam.

Panchacharyas.
Panchalingas .

Panchangasravanam

Pancharatrarchana
Vidhanam

Panduga .
Panuvattam
Paragana . .
Paramapadothsavam

Parvathaseva .
Parayanam
Pavalimpuseva.

Pavitrothsavam
Payasam

Original image of the pre-
siding deity

A religious institution with
authority over a sect

Women in married status

Cobra
Vaishnavite caste mark
represented by three

vertical lines on the
forehead

Prayer

Worship associated with
the sacred bull

Worship over a period of
nine nights, generally
Dasara

Offering in kind made to
God and consumed later

Daily marriage

Festoons with green leaves

Lotus

An erect sitting posture
with both legs folded

Procession of a deity in a
palanquin

Jaggery solution tastefully
spiced

Five preachers of Saivism

Five lingas depicting the
five elements of Nature

Listening to the reading of
almanac

Method of worship during
the five nights

Festival

Base of the phallus

District

Festival invoking blessings
of heaven

Worship on the hillock

Recital -

Worship involving putting
the deity to bed with
spngs, etc.

Sacred festival

A sweet preparation



Peddavagu
Peerlachavidi .

Ponna
Ponnaseva

Poramboke

Prabandha Parayana
Prabha

Prabhothsavam
Prabhalauthsavam

Pradakshinams
Pralayam

Prasadams

Prathishia
Puja
Pujari

Pularatham

Pulihora .

Pulikapu
Punyakshetram
Puranam
Purnahuthi

Purohit

Pushkarini

Rakshasa
Raksharekha .
Ratha

Ratha gaja seva

Rathothsavam or
Rathaseva

Rudrabhishekam

—

—
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Big stream

The place where the alams
are housed

A kind of tree

A kind of worship asso-
ciated with ponna tree

A government land not
cultivated

Recital of prabandhas

A long vertical projected
stand conically shaped
at the top covered with
a designed cloth

A festival connected with
prabhas

Circumimbulations

Deluge, end of the life-
span of the universe

Eatables distributed after
offering to deity

Installation

Worship

Priest — one who conducts
worship in a temple

A temple car decorated
with flowers

A preparation made of coo-
ked rice, turmeric and
tamarind or lemon juice

A kind of worship

Holy place

Stories relating to Gods

Conclusion of function in-
volving offering to the
God of fire

Priest for the community
or a village

Sacred pond

Demon

Talisman

Chariot, temple car

Procession on temple car
and vehicle depicting an
elephant

Temple car festival; cha-
riot procession
Abhishekam performed to

Rudra or Lord Siva

Sablmmanlapa

Sadassu
Sadhu

Samipuja

Samudra madhanam
Sandal .

Sankhu .
Sanad
Santarpana . .

Sanyasi . . .

Sarannavarathri
parayanam

Sarpaseva

Satakam

Sesha .
Seva, Sevalu, Sevas.
Sevasthivachanam

Shakthi .

Sthothram

Swarupa .
Swavambhu .

Thalambralu

Thambulam
Theertham
Theerthaprasadams .

Theppothsavam
Thiruppavai uthsavam

Tolubommalaia

Trisulam . .
Tulasi

Upanayanam .
Uraseva .
Urs .

)

Court hall

Meeting

One who renounced the
world and its concerns

Worship of a kind of tree
associated  with  epics
(prospis spicigera)

Churning of the sea

A procession with flowers
cic.. connected with Urs

Conch

Order containing u grant

Poor-feeding

Onc who renounced the
world and its concerns

Recital during the nine
days festival of Dasara

Worship of a serpent

A cotiection of 108 poems

King of serpents

Worship. forms of worship

Ritual invoking blessings
from the above

Incarnation of Parvati;
female deity in an awe-
inspirtng form

Praising. utterings in praise
of a God or Goddess

Form of a deity

Self-manifested

Muain function connected
with the marriage

Betel leaves and areca nuts

Sacred or sanctified water

Sacred water of worship
and the eatables offered
to the deity distributed
to those present

Boat procession

Festival  ceclebrated in
Dhanurmasam

Leather puppet dolls show

Trident

The holy basil (ocymum
sanctum)

Thread marriage

Procession in the village

Muslim festival celebrated
in memory of a great
person

Uthsavam

Uthsava vigraham

Vadapappu .
Vahanam

Vaidya . .

Vali .
Vanabhojanam .

Vanavasam . .
Vardhanthi
Vasantham

Vasantha . .
navarathrothsavam

Festival or celebration, as
applied to the pagoda
ceremonies

Image of 4 deity meant for
being taken out in a pro-
cession

Soaked green gram dhal

Vehicle

Native doctor

A Muslim saint

Having meals in 3 garden
or under the shade of
trees

Picnic or a garden party

Anniversary of death

Coloured scented water ;
game with sprinkling
coloured water on each
other

Nine days festival in the
spring season

[61]

Vasanthothsayvam

Vasthusasthra
Veedhibhagavaiham
Veerasaivam
Vibhuti . .
Vidwadgoshti .
Viharana.

Vimanavahanam
Vrathams

Y akshaganam

Yogadrushti

. Celebration connected with

sprinkling of coloured
water

Science of architecture and
construction

Street dramas

Heroism in the cult relat-
ing to the worship of
Siva, as the supreme God

Purified or sacred ash

Asssembly of persons of
literary interest

Procession

A vehicle depicting a plane

Vow to worship a deity or
to observe a fast etc.

A class of plays accom-
panied by music and song
Spiritual vision



Name of village
or town

1

Adavidevulapalle
Addagudur
Adlooru
Akkinepalle
Aler
Amangal
Annavaram
Anneparthi
Anumula
Armoor
Atmakur
Atmakur

Bandatimmapur
Bethavolu .
Bheemanpalle .
Bhikmal
Bhongir
Bibinagar
Bijilapur .
Bodabandagudem h/o
vibhalapuram
Bokkamanthalapahad
Bommaipalle
Bondugula
Boorugugadda
Borraipalem
Buggabhavigudem

Chamalapalle
Chandampet
Chandoor
Chandupatla
Cheedalla
Checkatimamidi
Chelkurthi
Cherughat
Chilpakunta
Chinnanemla
Chintalammagudem .
h/o Pedaveedu
Chinthapalle
Chouderpalle h/o
Marriyal

Damercherla
Devalammanagaram .
Devarakonda
Dharmaram

Name of
taluk

2

Miryalguda
Ramannapet
Huzurnagar
Nalgonda
Bhongir
Miryalguda
Suryapet
Nalgonda
Miryalguda
Ramannapet
Suryapet
Ramannapet

Devarakonda
Huzurnagar
Devarakonda
Suryapet
Bhongir
Bhongir
Ramannapet
Suryapet

Miryalguda
Bhongir
Bhongir
Huzurnagar
Miryalguda
Miryalguda

Devarakonda
Devarakonda
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Suryapet
Bhongir
Miryalguda
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Suryapet
Huzurnagar

Devarakonda
Bhongir

Miryalguda
Ramannapet
Devarakonda
Ramannapet

INDEX

Page
3

43
79
35

3
61
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16

5
37
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20
81
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24
69
41
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49
68

42
83
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Name of village
or town

1

Dirisencherla
Durajpalle

Etoor

Ghanpur
Gokaram
Gopalapuram
Gopalpur
Goplaipalle h/o
Narkatpalle
Gorenta
Gottiparthi
Gouraipalle
Gudibanda
Gudivada
Gummadavelli
Guntipalle

Hussainabad
Huzurnagar

Ibrahimpur
Inkrial
Itkulpahad

Jainepalle
Jajireddiguda
Jala

Jalalpur

Janapahad ; .

Jangamreddigudem

Julur L
P

Kakkireni

Kukulkondaram
Kalmalacheruvu
Kandaghatla
Kandukur (Pedda)
Kangal
Kandibanda
Kanumukkula
Kapraipalle
Kishtapuram
Kokkireni
Kolanpaka
Kompalle

Name of
taluk

2

Huzurnagar
Suryapet

Suryapet

Devarakonda
Ramannapet
Miryalguda
Bhongir
Nalgonda

Suryapet
Suryapet
Bhongir
Huzurnagar
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Miryalguda

Bhongir
Huzurnagar

Bhongir
Bhongir
Nalgonda

N ~y
. .

“

Bhongir

Suryapet A"

Bhongir
Bhongir

Huzurnagar ;
Nalgonda ?

Bhongir
ey |

Huzurnagar
Suryapet
Bhongir
Nalgonda
Huzurnagar
Ramannapet
Bhongir
Nalgonda
Huzurnagar
Bhongir
Nalgonda
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34
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Name of village
or town

1

Kondapuram
Koppole
Kothalapuram
Kudali
Kukkadam
Kurmapalle
Kutubshapuram

Lingampalle
Lingojiguda

Machanpalle
Macharam
Madhavaram
Madnapur
Mahadevpur
Malkapur
Mallapurajpalle

Mannevari Thurkapalle

Magqdoompalle
Masaipet
Mattapalle
Metlacheruvu
Melladuppalpalle
Midthampalle
Miriyala
Miryalguda
Mohamadapur
Mootakodur
Mothkur
Mudigonda
Mulkalapalle
Munukuntla
Muppavaram
Musipatla

Nagaram

Nakrekal

Nalgonda

Namapalie

Namaram

Nandapoor .

Narasimhapuram h/o
Akupamula

Nelamarri

Nellikal

Nelvalpalte

Nidhanpalle

Nuthankal

Padmatsomaram
Pagdipalle

Name of
taluk

2

Dcvarakonda
Devarakonda
Devarakonda
Suryapet
Suryapet
Devarakonda
Huzurnagar

Miryalguda
Ramannapet

Suryapet
Huzurnagar
Huzurnagar
Devarakonda
Bhongir
Ramannapect
Devarakonda
Bhongir
Bhongir
Bhongir
Huzurnagar
Huzurnagar
Nalgonda
Suryapecet
Suryapct
Miryalguda
Devarakonda
Bhongir
Ramannapet
Devarakonda
Bhongir
Nalgonda
Miryalguda
Ramannapct

Suryapet
Nalgonda
Nalgonda
Devarakonda
Suryapet
Suryapet
Huzurnagar

Huzurnagar
Miryalguda
Devarakonda
Ramannapet
Suryapet

Bhongir
Devarakonda
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[ 64]

Name of village
or town

!

Pallerla
Palwai
Pamkunta

Panagal (included in .

Nalgonda Munici-
pality)
Panthangi
Pedavecedu

Pedda Adserlapalle .

Peddamunagal

Peddanemla

Peddavoora .

Peddireddyguda h o,
Datarpalle

Penpahad

Perur

Phanigiri

Piitalamarri

Pochampalic

Pongodu

Pyararam

Raghunadhapatem
Rahimkhanguda
Rahimkhanpet
Raigiri
Rajkonda .
Ramachandrapuram .
Ramadugu
Ramalingampalle
Ramannagudem h'o .
Thungathurthi
Ramannapet
Ravipahad
Ravulapalle .
Ravulapalle (Pedda)y .
Ravulapalie (Chinna).
Reball
Repala

Salknoor

Sarampeta

Sarvel

Secetharampur
Shahrajpeta
Shaligauraram
Shapaile

Sirikonda

Somaram
Sreenadhapuram
Sudda

Sunkishala

Suryapet .
Swamulavarilingotam

Name of

raluk

v

Ramannapet
Devarakonda
Bhongir
Nalgonda

Ramannapet
Huzurnagar
Devarakonda
Devarakonda
Suryapet
Mirvalguda
Bhongir

Suryapet
Miryalguda
Suryapet
Suryapet
Bhongir
Huzurnagar
Bhongir

Husurnagar
Bhongir
Ramannapet
Bhongir
Nalgonda
Suyapet
Miryalguda
Bhongir
Mirvalguda

Ramannupet
Suryapet
Suryapet
Bhongir
Bhongir
Huzurnagar
Huzurnagar

Miryalguda
Devarakonda
Nalgonda
Ramannapet
Bhongir
Nalgonda
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Huzurnagar
Miryalguda
Ramannapet
Miryalguda
Suryapet
Ramannapet
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Name ofvillage
or town

{

Tallavecrappagudem.
Tangedpalle

Tceded

Tekmatla
Thakadlapalle

Thammarabandapalem

Thatikal

Thatipamula
Thimmapuram
Thogarrai
Thummalpalle
Thungathurthi
Thungathurthi
Tirugandlapalle
Tummalguda
Tungapati Gowraram

yrlugonda
Uyyalawada

yadapalle
vaddepalle

Name of
taluk

2
Miryalguda
Ramannapet
Devarakonda
Suryapet
Devarakonda
Huzurnagar
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Suryapet
Huzurnagar
Nalgonda
Suryapet
Miryalguda
Dcvarakonda
Ramannapet
Decvarakonda

Suryapet
Suryapet

Miryalguda
Devarakonda
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45
86
49

21
19

43

Name of village
or town
1
Valigonda .
Vallala .
Vallapuram .
Vattikhammampahad.
Vempahad
Vempati
Venkatapur
Venkatapur .
Venugopalapuram h/o
Brundavanapuram

wadaparthi .

Yadgiripalle
Yarugandlapalle
Yeleshwaram
Yellanki
Yellapuram
Yepur
Yerraballi

Name of
taluk
2

Ramannapet
Nalgonda
Huzurnagar
Suryapet
Miryalguda
Suryapet
Bhongir
Ramannapet
Huzurnagar

Bhongir

Bhongir
Devarakonda
Devarakonda
Ramannapet
Huzurnagar
Suryapet
Miryalguda
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