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‘

et Tovetator r+ Sri Kbagsswai Behers, Investigator . APART> from laying the foundations of demography in this subcontinent, a hundred years of the
sIndians Census has also produced ‘elaborate and scholarly accounts of the variegated phenomena
‘ ' of Indian life—sometimes with no statistics attached, but usuaily with just .enough Statistics to give

First Draft ‘ .. Sri Nabin Chandra Naik, B.A., 0.A.8. and empiridal *underpinning to their conclusions’. In a country, largely illitgrate, where statistical or
. Sri Naba Kishore Rout, M.A., o.A.s.; numerical comprehension of even such a simgle thing as age was liable to be inaccurate, an
Tabulation Officers understanding of the social structure was essential. It was more necessary to attain a broad under-

. standing of what was happening around oneself than to wrap oneself up in ‘statistical ingenuity’ or

‘mathematical manipulation’. This explains why the Indian Census came to be interested in ‘many

- . ® ¢ M .
Second Draft .. Sri Trevor Drieberg . by-prths’ and ‘nearly every branch of scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography

‘ . ?
\ assisted by Sri Chandra Sen, mand religion’.
Senior Technical Assistant, o v ® In theslast few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the presentation of
Office of the Registrar General, fndia village statistics. This suits the temper of the times as well as our political and economic structure.

For even as we have a great deal of centralization on the one hand and decentralization on the other,
my colleagues thought it would be a welcome continuation of the Census tradition to try to invest
the dry bones of village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts of social structure and social change.
It was aocordingly decided to select a few villages in every State for special study, where personal
observation would be brought to bear on the interpretation of statistics to find out how much of a
village was static and yet changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and from where.

.. Sri N. Chandra Sekhar Rao, Artist

- -
Randomness of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no intention to build
up a picture for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis of villages selected statistically at

‘ % C e ‘*-0\ random. The selection was avowedly purposive : the object being as much to find out what was
S 2.\ happening and how fast to ttose villages which had fewer reasons to choose change and more to
' R b " remain lodged in the past as to discover how the more ‘normal’ types of villages were changing.
wlo\ They were to be primarily type studies which, by virtue of their number and distribution, would

also give the reader a ‘feel’ of what was going on and some kind of a map of the country.

. > A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five °
villages was to be chosen with great care to represent adequately geographical, occupational and
even ethnic diversity. Of this minimum of thirty-five the distribution was to be as follows :

. .

* (a) At least eight villages were to be so selected that each of them would contain
one dominant community with one predominating occupation, e.g., fishermen,

forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, saltmakers, quarry workers,

etc. A village should have-a minimum population of 400, the optimum being

PRINTED IN INDIA BY THE STATESMAN LTD., CALCUTTA-1 between 500 and 700.
AND .
PUBLISHED BY THE MANAGER OF PUBLICATIONS, CIVIL LINES, DELHI (b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes
1966 ; of the State. [Each village could represent a particular tribe. The minimum
population should be 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.

(c) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and settled
~ character and contain variegated occupations and be, if possible, multiethnic
Price Rs. 2.15P. or Ssh. 14. or 78 c. in composition. By fair size was meant a population of 5007-700 persons or
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more. The village should mainly depend on agriculture and be suTiciently
away from the major sources of modern communication, such as tl.e district
administrative headquarters and business centres. [t should be roughly a
day’s journey from the above places. The villages were to be selected with
an eye to variation in terms of size, proximity to city and other means of modern
communication, nearness to hills, jungles and major rivers, Thus tiilere was
to be a regional distribution throughout the State of this category of villages.
If, however, a particular district contained significant ecological veriations

within its area, more than one village in the district might be selected tc study
the special adjustments to them. ‘

It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly outgrew their original terms
of reference, as my colleagues warmed up to their work. This proved for them an absorbing
voyage of discovery and their infectious enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the inquiry’s scope
again and again. It was just as well cautiously to feel one’s way about at first and then venture
further afield, and although it accounts to some extent for a certain unevenness in the quality and
coverage of the monographs, it served to compensate the purely honorary and extramural rigours

of the task.  For, the Survey, along with its many ancillaries like the survey of fairs and festivals, of’

small and rural industry and others, was an ‘extra’, over and above the crushing load of the 1961
Census.

It might be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope,
At the first Census Conference in September 1959 the Survey set itself the task of what mlght.be
called a record in situ of material traits, like settlement patterns of the village; house types; diet;
dress; ornaments and footwear; furniture and storing vessels; common means of transport of ggods
and passengers; domestication of animals and birds; markets attended; worship of deities, festivals
and fairs. There were to be recordings, of course, of cultural and social traits and occupational
mobility. This was followed up in March 1960 by two specimen schedules, one for each hc?useholf:l.
the other for the village as a whole, which apart from spelling out the mode of inquiry suggested in
the September 1959 Conference, introduced groups of questions aimed at sensing changes in
attitude and behaviour in such fields as marriage, inheritance, moveal le and immovea.bllt:: property,
industry, indebtedness, education, communtity life and collective activity, social disabilities, forgrps
of appeal over disputes, village leadership and organization of cultural life. It was now plamgy
the intention to provide adequate statistical support to empirical ‘feel’, to approach quahta._twe change
through statistical quantities. It had been difficult to give thought to the importance of ‘just enough
statistics to give empirical underpinning to conclusions’, at a time when my colleagues were

straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main Census operations, but once the

Census count itself was left behind in March 1961, a series of three regional, semin.ar,s in
Trivandrum (May 1961), Darjeeling and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their attention to this held

and the importance of tracing social change through a number of well-devised statistical tables was

once again recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh survey of villages already done; but it was
worth the trouble in view of the possibilities that a close analysis of statistics offered, and also
because the ‘consanguinity’ schedule remained to be canvassed. By November 1961, however,
more was expected of these surveys than ever before. There was dissatisfaction on the one hand
with too.many general statements and a growing desire on the other to draw conclusions from
statistics, to regard social and economic data as interrelated processes, and finally to examine the

social and economic processes set in motion through land reforms and other laws, legislative and-

administrative measures, technological and cultural change. Finally, a study camp was organized
in the last week of December 1961 when the whole field was carefully gone through over again
and a programme worked out closely knitting the various aims of the Survey together. The Social

 Studies Section of the Census Commission rendered assistance to State Superintendents by way of
ssrutiny and technical comment on the frame of Survey and presentation of results.

u

1 nis gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prejvented my colleagues from adpptir}g

is manyx'illages as they had originally intended to. But l‘be'heve that what may hav.e beeg I8st in

. quantity has been more than made up for in quality. This is, perhaps, for the ﬁrst txmf that such
a Survey has been condu%:ted in any country, and that purely as a labour of: que.' It hgs succeeded
in attaining what it set out to achieve: to construct a map of v:l]ag? India’s SOC.IB.I gru‘ctuye. Qne
hopes that the valumes of this Survey will help to retain for the Indian Census its tnt!e to thg most
fruitful single source of information about the country’. Apart from othe'r fea.ture§, it will perha;?s
be congeded %hat the Survey has set up a new ansus standard in pictorial a‘md graphnc
‘+docurgentation. The schedules finally adopted for this monogfaph have bekn printed in an
~Appendix.

h]

New Dewni 4 ' A. M'gRA .
The 24th May, 1962 Registrar General, India.



PREFACE

N .. . . )
o Preparation of village morographs on 15 selected villages of Orissa is a special feature -
of I%L Censes. The background of the survey. its scope and its aim have been given by the

', Registrar General in his Foreword. s .

The present monograph which is the third of the ;eries relates to villa‘ge Lakhrish in
Sadar subdivision of Kalahandi district. The village is mainly inhabled by the Kandhas, an
interesting Scheduled Tribe of Orissa.  The life of the Kandhas as depicted in the mo}lograph

may be of tnuch interest to the reader. :
, W@bservations contained in this monograph are based on the results of local investigation
carried out by an Investigator of this organization. | am grateful to the Officers and Scholars who

helped in preparation of this monograph as mentioned in the panel of the acknowledgment and
‘s Shri J. Mahapatra, Deputy Superintendent, Headquarters for making materials ready for

the press.

. . - M. AHMED

CUTTACK Superintendent of
October 30, 1965. Census Operations, Orissa.
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CHAPTER |

,THE VILLAGE

l!ltl‘ﬂdll(?ﬁ(m

* The-District of Kalahandi is in the western
part of Orissa bordering Madhya Pradesh.
The district was formed in 1949 by combining
the princely state of Kalahandi and Nawapara
subdivision of Sambalpur District. Lakhrish

is a village within the jurisdiction of Kashipur

police station, which was in Sadar subdivision
at the time Of the 1961 Census. Subsequently
Kashipur police station was for reasons of
geqgraphy and communications detached from
Kalahandi Distsict and included in Rayagada
subdivision of Koraput District. But the
selection of Lakhrish for purpose of this mono-
graph was made with reference to the
adminjstrative position in 1961. on the basis
of taking -t least one village from a district
in the first round before going on to others.

2. The village lies in an almost inacces-

'siblc area of dense forests and hills infested

with tigers and other wild animals. Situated
on a high plateau, it has a cool climate, and
receives heavy rain almost the year round.
The village is of a fair size, has an old and
seitled character, and is inhabited by people
of different ethnic groups who function in a
variety of occupations.

3. Kashipur was onc of the four carliest
special multi-purpose blocks in Orissa devoted
entirely to the development of tribal people,
and Lakhrish was in the block. Its inhabit-
ants belong mainly to the Scheduled Tribe,
Kandha while members of a Scheduled Caste,
the Doms, are the second largest group. Agri-
culture is the chief occupation of the villagers,
who, despite .inducements to change and to
develop, largely continue to live as they did

before merger.

Communications

4. There is an earthen road from
Bhawanipatna, the district headquarters, to
Lakhrish via Karlapat, Gunupur and Sunger.

The village lies between Kashipur and

Bhawani_patna, being seven miles to the north
of Kashipur *and 45 milés to the south of
Bha»yampatna. Thi§ road c¢an be used only
in fa}r weather and is not maintained properly
It winds through dénse forests, over uﬂbridgéci
streams and along the slopes of several hills
Even bullock carts find difficulty ¢ plying. >

§. An all-weather road runs fr -
wanipatna to Kashipur via NoWrZTg:)l:;
J.eypore and Koraput. The last three places,
he' in Koraput District. Public buses ply on
this route all the year round. One may alsc
tra\{cl from Bhawanipatna to Kesinga railway
station on an all-weather road on which buses
ply all the year round. From Kesinga one
may travel by train up to Rayagada, from
where.there is all-weather road to Ka;shipuro
The Q1stance from Bhawanipatna to Kashi ur.
on this route is about 158 miles. P

6. Instead of going to Kesi

travel, however, from B%lawanipa?ngzil tgnmag
dala railway station over a strip of road
psablf: only in fair weather. Buses run on it
in fair weather direct from Bhawanipatna u

to Rayagada vie Ambodala and Munigudg
and from Rayagada up to Kashipur. The
dgstance on this route is nearly 98 miles. The
S&ngeh of seven miles from Kashipur ‘to
L: bynjseeprf)ay be traversed on foot or bicycle

. _

7. To visit Lakhrish from outside the
State, one may take train from Raipur, in
Madhya Pradesh to Rayagada and may t’hcn
proceed .b.y road. One may also take train
from Vizianagram, in Andhra Pradesh, ®
to Rayagada and then travel by bus to Kzlsh%3
pur. Travelling from Bhubaneswar, one must
20 up to Vizianagram and thence to Raya-
_gagia. To approach Lakhrish from Sambalpur
it is necessary to go to Titlagarh, in Bolangir
District by bus and then by train to Rayagada
The new DBK railway also furnishes ax;

' approach from Sambalpur to Titlagarh, but
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sthe line: l@s still to be -opened to passenger
traffic. .

o .
'* 8 A-number of footpaths link the village
«With other villages and market centres.

*Kalyansingpur, in Rayagada subdivigion of
Koraput District, s a centre where there 1s a
weekly” market.s The villagers of Lakhrish

cover the' 18 miles to Kalyansingpur on foot.

Size and lay-out

9. The area of Lakhrish is 637-62 acres—
a little less than a square mile. The numpcr
of inhabitants is 574. There are 130 families
occupying an equal number of houses. The
village consists of three hamlets, namely, Dom-
para, Tentulipara and Godampara. Dompara
contains 42 households. exclusgvely qccypled
. people of the Dom community. Similarly,
Tentulipara contains 42 housqholds qxglu-
sively of Kandhas. Godampara 15 the original
place of settlement and contains people of
various communities. Of the 46 households
in Godampara 32 belong to Kandhas, 6 to
Lohars. 3 to Doms and 5 to other communi-
{ies— Karan, Brahmin, Ghasi and Gauda.

" 10. Unlike most other villages in hill
tracts, the dwellings in the hamlet’s are not
scattered. They have been built in regular
rows. Tentulipara has two TOWS of houses
with an intervening street about 25 feet wide.
Similarly Godampara has two rOWs of houses
separated by a 35-foot-wide street. Dompara
lies to the west of Godampara, at a distance
of about 100 yards. It consists of four rows
of, houses. As in the other two hamlets the
direction in which the houses have been erected

s east to west.

11. A nullah passes from north-east to
south-west through the village. Another
flows in from the east, takes tWo sharp turns
and meets the first nullah to the west of Fhe
village. The stream formed by. their junction
is called Duiman nullah and 1s.recorded in
settlement documents as Kandabila nullah.

12. Th unmetalled earthen road from
Bhawanipatna to Kashipur runs through the
village to the east of Tentulipara and west
of the first nullah. Opposite the junction of
the nyllahs, starting from the main earthen
road and crossing the first nullah a little above

the confluence, a winding footpath Jeads- to
Godampara. . From the southern4side of
Kandabila nullah, a little away from the
confluence, another fqotpath ry%,s to Dom-
para. Originating from the main earthen‘road
to the west of the first nullah fromeTentuli-
para hamlet. another path crosses the nullah

to the east of Godarppara. and goes beyond.

13. There is one community dormitory
at the western end of the street in Tentulipara
with a “gudi”—a e@lace of worship—in thé
middle of it. The gudi in Godampara is also
in the middle of the street. but thg dormitory,
is at the eastern end of it. The village primary
school, fair-price shop and grain gola are at
the approach to Godampara. There are no
gudis or domitories in Dompara.

14. The village crematorium is almost
equidistant from Tentulipara and Godampara.
It lies to the right of the first constituent of
Kandabila nullah and to the left of the foot-
path from Tentulipara to Godampara. There
is one tank and a well in Godampara.
Tentulipara has one well to its east. Dompara
has neither well nor tank. There is a poultry
sub-unit of the block in the village, and this
is located in Godampara.

15. By the eastern and southern sides of
Kandabila nullah there is first class wet land
known locally as “bahal”. Wet land of a
slightly inferior type is found adjoining the
eastern boundary of the village between
Tentulipara and Godampara. There is also
some land of this type adjoining the western
boundary of the village to the west of Kanda>
bila nullah. Dry land, locally known as
“mali”, is found to the south of Godampara
and to the east of the st.rip of “bahal” land.
However, most of the arable land in the vil-
lage consists of the lowest type of dry land,
called “aat”. Most of it lies in a hornlike
block to the North-west of the village. The
State Government is developing an orchard
near the primary school.

Physical features and surroundings .

16. Lakhrish stands in a very small
valley, the mean height of which is nearly
2.200 feet above seaelevel. It is surrounded
by hills, among which are Gurimali Dangar,
Dansaemali Dangar; Godmali Dangar and



Mandiramli Dangar. These hills are one to
two furléhgs from the village and are covered
with thick forest growth. In contrast the hills
at the edge - of the village have a barren
appearance because the Kandhas, who practise
shifting cultivation from year to year by burn-
ing forests, have destroyed their lush vegeta-
tion. Very occasionally does one find a fruit

tree on these hills. Godampdra is on the -

plain, but Tentulipara and Dompara are at
the foot of the hills.

17. The soil of Lakhrish is mainly red
.,and rocky. The area is slopy, and the slopes
join to forming an edge, and the stream flows
at this edge. The slope of the plateau is, in
general, slightly from north to south.

18. During the rainy and winter seasons
a variety of crops are grown on the bare hills.

Scarcely a single inch is left empty in these
times.

Flora and faona

19. The cultivated area in.and around
the village contains very few trees. Scattered
jack, mango, fig and other fruit-bearing trees
are found in this area but the hills some dis-
tance away are very rich in vegetation and
animal life. The climate is ideal for large
trees such as Sal (Shorea Robusta), Kusum
(Slicera trijuga), Kendu (Diospyros melanoxy-
lon), Mohua (Bassia latifolia), Harida (Termi-

grade. {he villagers sometimes hgve fires in
summer nights to keep warm. In’ winter the
villagers have to buln fires in their houses for
whole days and nights. There are reports cf
thin layers of snow falling in this region on
such nights. Sometimes small birds and ani-
mals succumb to the severe cold.. Severs
winter is felt from November to -February.
During winter day temperature ranges frem
20° to 28 centigrade, while the temperature
at night goes down to 12° centigrade.

21. This region gets rain throughout the
year except in March and December. Heavy
rain occurs during June, July, August and
September. The average annuat rainfall is
nearly 65 inches.

22. The two streams flowing through the
village are the common sources of waisr.
Previously the people used their water for
drinking but the Government has constructed
two masonry wells, one in Tentulipara and
the other in Godampara. This was done 1n
1956 and 1959. The Doms of Dompara are
not, however, allowed to take water from these
wells and must therefore turn to Ka{\dablla
nullah for their drinking water too. The-
nullah water supply is perennial. .Bes1des
being fed by the rains they ‘a‘lso receive sup-
plies from some natural springs.

23. There is also a tank near Godampara

2 ﬁ. E— Fﬁ

« LAY-OUT OF THE VlLl:AG!

nalia chebula), Bahada (Terminalia balirica), constructed by the va;in;)t_r:en: ":)f 12;509daf:: rrom kashipr -
Sahaj (Terminalia tomentosa). Pipal (Ficus fish breeding. - Some l[? zti)ltatrll\: majority of -
religiosa), and Dhamana (Grewiatiliac folia). para bathe in this tan f uth‘ (:se The REFERENCE
There are also sago palms and creepers called villagers use the streams for lls 15 urpe “them | =
Siali (Dauhinia vahili) and Kumbhi (Bombax- villagers also wash their clothes mthe vil- oRAIN coLA a
mala paricum), as well as thatch areas and Despite the impurity of the ts}:reaﬂellsls which AR pwict siior O
varieties of herbs. In the forests are tiger,  |2gers clearly prefer them mh .efwu capacity s aowy e
leopard, panther, jackal, bear, boar, deer,  Are accordingly not used to their tufl capactty: O )
:vaitl!:lbef\;;v‘barkmg deer, peafowl, pigeon and Institutions and public places oo \;v
. . 24. The bachelors' dormitory and the Houifif:ACOMMUMms'
Climate “gudi” are important factors in the tribal oow g
20. The climate of Lakhrish is cool culture of Tentulipara. All the unm_amed oo =
because of its height above sea level. Because men of these hamlets sleep at night in the o g .
of heavy rain almost the whole year round dormitories, which stand at the ends of the KaRaN =
and because of the surrounding forests, Lakh- intervening sireets. But the Doms are not 2 =
rish is quite damp. Summer is scarcely felt. tribal people, and Dompara accordingly does
In March, April, May and June the days are not have either a “gudi” or a dormitory.

only fairly warm. The summer temperature
ranges by day from 37° to 41° centigrade, but
at ‘hight it falls to between 20° and 29° centi-

25. Among welfare and administrative
institutions there are the primary school qnd
fair price shop, started after the inauguration
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“of sationaplanning. Though the school has

,ndbt made much headway §p~reac}ing literacy
the shop has made an impact on village life.
. ' N
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History " . o . .

» 6. ~There gre no records or popular
thaditions *or sayings or legends which throyv
“light on the settlement and growth of the vil-
lage or, how it got its name. The oldest
households Rave lived in Lakhrish for four or
five generations, and the village is probably

no older.

27. Most of the villagers are Kangihps,
who were onge of nomadic habits. Shifting
,cultivation through burning forests and re-
claiming virgin land set the pattern on their
#s.» But the lpcation of the village h:ad
certain advantages, among them the perennial
streams, for permanent settlement. There

was also flat land suitable for cultivation, and

the hills and jungles “nefrby were grobably
well stocked with game and materials needed
for a settled existence. The Kanghas decided
to settle here permanently. 7

28. The zamindar of Kashipur,, who is
still remembered as Budha Raja and worship-
ped by the villagers as a deity, later brought
in Doms and Lohals to°the village. The
zamindar svanted the-Doms te teach the Kan-
dhas the plain methods of agriculture and
the Lohars to make®iron implements for them.
The Kandhas benefited from the injection of
this new blood and improved methods of»
cultivation. They hold the Doms in high
regard, and latter, still said to be the advisers
of the Kandhas, dominate the affairs of the
village, though they are regarded as far inferior
to the Kandhas in social status.

29. The other communities living in the
village are temporary residents, being there in
conndction with Government work.



CHAPTER 11
\ THE PEOPLE
, :

Ethnic Composition

The "people of Lakhrish fall into three
distinct communities: the Scheduled Tribes,
the Scheduled Castes and the Non-Scheduled
Castes. The table belov: shows the break-up
of the village, community-wise.

Table 1
,CAsms AND COMMUNITIES

Caste/community |, or:xlgéh%tids p(l;:a?x'lzgon Remarks
1 2 3 4
Kandha 74 338 Schedvled
Lohar 6 . 30 Tribe
Dom 45 196 Scheduled
. Caste
Ghasi 1 2 —do—
Gauda 1 2
Karan ' 2 3
\
Brahmin 1 3
TotAL 130 574

2. The Kandhas, who belong to the
Scheduled Tribes, form the majority in the
village. This tribe, whose total population is
818,847, is spread over 13 districts of Orissa.

The Kandhas used to indulge in human sacri-
fice and proved very dAifficult to handle during
thg .ﬁrst half of the last century when the
British tried to put a stop to this practice.
The nearby district of Baudh-Khondmals is
the special agency area of Kandhamals
(anglicized to Khondmals) where the Kandhas
were subjected to special regulations. The
Table 2 shows the regional distribution of
the Kandha tribe in Orissa.

3. The Kandhas in Lakhrish number
338 living in 74 households. They have lived
in this region almost from time immemorial.
The. second biggest community in the village

is the Doms, a Scheduled Caste. They num-
ber 196 .and live in 45° households.. The
Doms are immigrants and were brought info
the village by a zamindar of Kashipur four
to five generations ago to teach the origiilal
settlers, the Kandhas, the methods of agricul-
ture practised on the plains. There is another
Scheduled Caste, the Ghasis, but there are
only two of them in the village. |

Table 2
REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF KANDHAS

Name of Males Females ~ Total
1 2 3 4
Balasore 149 174 323
Bolangir 28,357 3,23 99,596
B ondmals 96947 102,059 199,006
Cuttack 2,298 2,442 4,740
Dhenkanal - 9,722 10,841 20,563
Ganjam 26,056 27,261 53,317
Kalahandi 72,017 74,536 146,553
Keonjhar 2,065 1,983 4,048
Koraput 135,672 136,026 271,698
Mayurbhanj 110 83 193
Puri 15,779 16,066 31,845
Sambalpur 11,576 12,060 23,636
Sundargarh 2,000 1,329 3,329
2.
ToTAL 402,748 416,099 818,847

4. The rest of the population of 38
belongs to the non-Scheduled Castes. There
are 30 of the Lohar community, three Brah-
mins, two Gaudas and three Karans. The

- Lohars occupy six households and the others

fqur. The last three communities are in the
village because their members are in govern-
ment service.

5. The Kandhas are generally derk in
complexion, though some fair persons are also

t

found. A.n average male Kardha gbout 5
* feet 4 injhes in height., They are slim but
muscular. The females Bare, slim too, but of
" Shorter stature. The Kapdhas have short but
%broad noses and high cheek-bones. Their

" main occupation is agriculture. .

» * 6.« The Kandha tribe has six main divi-
sions. Bhey are Jhudia, Takaria, Kultia,
Kurumal, Kutia and Majhi. There 1s an order
St precedence or importance among these
tribals and’the groups are mentioned in that
order. The Majhi Kandhas, _also. called
Parajas, are the lowest category In this tnb(j.,
and the Karndhas of Lakhrish belong to this
group. o

7. The "Majhi Kandhas have ninc'sub'-
divisions. They are Santa, San-Santa, Pujhari,
Rasik, Andra Majhi, Pato Dart, Kisan, Bihi
Majhi and Dhangora Majhi. The Majhi
Kandhas, as a whole, belong to the tiger gotra.
They do not kill the tiger. They_beheve that
the animal is their brother and will not harm

them. - o

8. Tl;ere is no restriction among tpc
various groups of Kandhas in qrdmary social
»matters such as tquchability, eating an_d water.
But there are strict restrictions 1jeg.ardmg mar-
riage unions and permitted' w1th1p the sub-
divisions of each of the six major groupsa.
Marriage between the Takaria Kandhas ant
the Majhi Kandhas is also allowed, but no
befween other groups.

9. The Majhi Kandhas of Lak}lris}l speak
a local dialect called Kui. This is their
mother-tongue. But all of .them know Oriya
and speak with others in this language.

10. The Doms, as a class, are regarded
as low in the.caste set-up everywhere. But
in Lakhrish because of the fact that they \l;veée
brought in to teach the Kandhas new metdots
of agriculture they have s}qwly managed to
secure for themselves a position of p{ecedem;e
over the Kandhas. They playa dominant ro li
in village affairs. Though the Kandhas see
their advice they regard the Boms as ver)i
low, socially indeed untouchabl_es. A,&s ; ;:oxge
munity the Doms flay dead am.mals and trad
in hides and skins. In Lakhrish, their malln:
occupation is agriculture. The Doms spea

Oriya?

11. The commugity, of Lohars is found
everywhere, not only 1n (grissaabut tfrdughout
the country. They are known by different
names in different places. Théy prepare iron
implements (from whehce their name) fcz the
village. Previously they used to smelt iron
from ore by a crude process, but they now
buy it readymade at weekly markets and
fashion implements from it. Because of their
preponderance the Kandhas. of Lakhrish are
recognised as superior to the Lohars socially.
The Lohars, like ¢he Doms, are also immi-
grants to the village. They speak Oriya diluted
with tribal words and accents. N >

12. The single Ghasi household is also
considered socially low by the Kandhas. The
other four households of Gauda, Karan and
Brahmin castes are of government officials
posted for service in the village. They con- -
sider themselves socially superior to the other
com.munities.

ETHNIC COMPOSITION
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House and House type

13. There are 130 houses and equal num-
ber of households in" the village. The follow-
ing table gives the house type with number

L]



of rooms as correlated to the number of
persons \ccupying them.
' | Table 3

-\, Housr TYPES

ove——.
. No. of No.of No.of Average
House type houses rooms persons  no. of
persons
per room
1 2 3 4' 5
One-roomed
house 64 64 275 4-3
Two-roomed *
house 65 130 297 2:3
Three-roomed
house 1 3 2 07
TotAL 130 197 574 29

From the above table it is seen that one liouse
is gh;ee-roomed, 64 one-roomed and the re-
~ maining 65 two-roomed.

14, The size of households in the village
is given in Table 4 below. Out of 130 house-
holds 8 are large-sized having 7 to 9 members,
87 households with 4 to 6 members, 31 house-
holds with 2 to 3 members and only 4
households with one member. So the majority
of households have a composition of 4 to 6
members. The village is of average-size
families.

15. The houses in the three hamlets of
‘.akhrish, Dompara, Tentulipara and Godam-
para are built in rows in an east-west direction.

Table 4

The houses face each other, some to the south
and some to the north. The village streets
run between the r¢ws of houses. The 130
households have the same number of houses.
All the houses in Dompara and some houses
in Tentulipara consist of one room with that-
ched roof: Forty-one houses it Godampara
have two rooms each, and cf these 40 have
pantile roofs. The improved type of housing
in Godampara has been made possible because
of a subsidy given by the Triba] and Rural
Welfare Department of the State. Except for
these, all houses are of a traditional pattern
and design. From the social point of view
there is no marked difference in the houses
occupied by the Kandhas, Lohars, Doms and
others.

16. Only ten houses have brick walls,
eight of sundried bricks and two of burnt
bricks. Eighty-three houses have mud- walls
and 37 wood and wattled bamboo frames plas-
tered with mud. The brick-walled houses
have regular foundations. A slight foundation
is also laid for houses with walls of mud. But
the walls of wood and wattled bamboo are
laid in excavated ditches.

17. The houses are not all of the same
height. There are no beams to support the
roof structure. Instead, poles are used to hold
up the roof inside the rooms as well as in the
verandahs. The maximum height of the roof
is 10} feet. One has to stoop to enter a house.
The rooms do not generally have windows.
As a result the houses are not well ventilated.
The doors are made of wooden frames, fixed
with wooden planks or with wattled bamboo

SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLDS

Total Single member 2—3 members 4—6 members 7—9 members 10 members
and above
No. of A A A A A
House- — — - —_— \
holds
House- Males Fe- H. y H. H. H.
H M F H. M F H. M F

holds males H. M F

130" 4 1 3 31 8 45 87

0 [}

‘ A
pieces woven into a sort of net.’ §

. 8. A ‘single-toom hduse consists of one
square room 10 feet x 1V feet, with a front
verandah 5 feet x 10 feet. An area of about
3 feet x 10 feet at one end of the room 1s
marked off by a low mud wall to setve as
kitchen~ The front verandah is also used for
skeping, »dining® and performing domestic
chares. .

°19. The two-room houses have one living
room, 9 féet x 12 feet, and another
11 feet x 12 feet. There is a back verand'flh,
6 feet x 20 feet, enclosed by mud walls, which
serves as kitchen and dining plage. Some
households put up a middle wall with a door
in the verandah to separate the kitchen from
the dining area. The bigger room 1s .used for
sleeping gnd the smaller to store grain.

" A TYPICAL HOUSE

.

. '

KITCHEN ENCLOSURE DINING SFACL_‘
‘

'

.
V LRANDAN ¢

»
OROUND PLAN
Scaws 170714°

20. The only three-room house 1n tlllg
village has two rooms, each measuring 12
feet x 10 feet, and a storeroom, 8 fept X
feet. The first two are used as drawing-room
and bedroom. This house also has an aﬁacbed
kitchen and an inside verandah three feet w;dg.
The house, built in the shape of an L. ‘1:
occupied by the Grama sevika of the Czll:]r};h
nity Development Block posted to Lakhnsi.

/

21. Houses which have small open paces

* round them have fencing of greeneryfto serve

as compound walls. The plinth of the houses
is generally one foot above groutd level. The
houses have no doors a3 such, bat improvised
frames of tree branches and various kinds of
leaves serve this purpose. These are femoved
and placed in position at the time of entrance
and departure. The’ roofs of the houses,
which areither of thatch grass collected from
the forests or of tiles, slope equally at the
front and back. One remarkable feature in’
the construction of these houses is that. wood
is used rarely because it is not readily avail-
able in the forests. ?

22. In a Kandha house the kitchen is the
sacred place. Here are kept their household
deities. The Doms keep their deities in the
portion of the house used as store room. Since
all the Doms have single-room houses their
deities may be said to live with them. In two-
room Kandha houses the rear verandahs are
often painted with coloured earth. The
Kandhas keep their domesticated animals,
bullocks and cows, in the front verandah. If
they are many, a separate structure is built
for the animals. The Doms, as a rule, build
separate structures for their animals. That
is why a Dom’s house is hygienically cleaner
than that of a Kandha.

Dress

23. The dress worn.by men and women
of the Kandha and Lohar communities is
similar. The Ghasi family also dresses the
same way. The Doms too wear the same king’
of apparel but are better clothed. The Karan,
Gauda and Brahmin families follow the modes
in the plains. The Kangha and Lohar men
usually wear a langoti about 2 feet by 6 feet.
Occasionally, they wear small napkins or
towels of the same size. The Doms wear
napkins of this size for everyday use. Some-
times they too put on langotis like the
Kandhas.

24. The women wear sarees of 24 feet by
12 feet for everyday use. On special pccasions
they wear slightly longer ones. Among the
Kandhas and the Lohars, the sarees are folded
and worn round the *waist in such a way that
the lower flap does pot fall below the kng\es.

3



DRESS OF A KANDHA MALE DRESS OF A KANDHA

. la
List of Ornaments . Udna 6. Nangul 9 ;h::’j
2. Guba 6. Dandi :(11 wath
Haske B athu
it i 3. Betha 7.
The rest of it is thrown across the chest and Partsofbody Name of Material Weight 3 Bethe b Haske
twisted at the back and tucked into waist omament (Kanthimal})

leaving the back and a portion of the chest

. . Head and hair Udha horn -
uncovered. Sometimes two pieces of cloth or . Ja
. . Guba Silver 4 tolas
two towels of small size are used in place of
a saree. One is tied round the waist and the Betha Aluminium -
. other covers the upper portion of the body. silver
The Dom women also use the same size of
> d Gold § to§ tols

sarees, but they cover the upper portion of Ear %:ghf: Mundi Ggld or
their body carefully. They do not, however, Brass as
. Nangul Silver 2 tolas

use the two-piece dress of the Kandha and :
Lohar women, Nose Dandi bGold or -

rass
Omaments )

Neck and -
25. The women of Lakhrish wear a chest Khagala Alumininm 60 12
variety of ornaments on different parts of their Haske Brass 5 tolas
.bodies. Most of these are of aluminium, Wristang  enthimali  Glass beads -
except rings in the nose and the ears which arm Kataria Silver or -

are of gold or brass. Bandaria brass
26. Three types of ornaments are worn Fingers Mandi Gold $toltols

in the ear. One, ringshaped, worn in the Leg Ander Aluminium -

upper ear lobe, is called “punchia mundi”. Toe Wathu Brass or
Another in the lower part is called “mandra”. aluminium -

10 _



These sre made of gbld or brass. A third
ornament, shaped like a serpent, called
“nangul” ap¢ made of silver or aluminium,
is used in place of the “mandra” in the lower
part of the ear lobe.

27. The nose ornaments consist of three
pieces of gold or brass. There are rings in
each of the nostrils and one in the centre called
the “dandi”. The ear and nose ‘ornaments
are of everyday use. Then they have a neck-
lace of glassbeads, called- “haske”, or a solid
ring of silver or aluminium, called “khagla”
" which'is v.orn round the neck by both young
and old. These two are worn on special
occasions.

28. The rings on the fingers, called
“mandi” are of aluminium or brass. The toe-
rings called “wathu” are bigger and coiled.
Women of the Kandha and the Lohar com-
munities do not wear glass bangles. - They
wear aluminium bangles called “bada”, about
six on each arm, and aluminium anklets called
“andu”. Married women of these commu-
nities, after giving birth to their first child, take
off these bangles and anklets and never wear

TATOO NN THE FACE OF A FEMALE

12

$
them again. But The Dom women conti_nue'
to wear these ornalnents even after marriage
and child-bearing. ‘

( o 1 '

29. Tattooing is also a speciality among
the women of the Kandha, Dom,’ Lohar and
Ghasi communities. The girls are ¢attcoed

after they are ten years ofd. These tattco ~

marks are required by custom and girls must
have them before they are married. The
designs are simple and are made on the fore-
head, chin and legs.

30. The women do not have any parti-
cular hair styles. They keep long hair, wh}Ch
is combed once in three days after applying
“tolo” oil made from mahua seed. The hair,
is parted in the middle, then combed back and
tied into a bun on the neck but slightly to the
right.  The bun is made t6 look bigger by
running black threads through it. A COﬂ;z
made of horn, called “udha”, is always fix
on the heads of Kandha and Lohar women.
They use these for setting in position stra)é
locks of hair. They also use ‘halrp,l’ns o
aluminium or silver, called “betha” and

“gubba”, on special occasions.

TATOO ON THE LEG OF A FEMALE

~ 31. The men generagz' cut' their Rair short
anll shave their beards chce ‘in two or three

smonths. The moustache is not shaved but
trimmed occasionally. There are no barbers

"in Lakhrish. The caste Hindus go to Kashi-
pur periodically fos shaves. Some @f the men
in edch community act as barbers to serve
eother members bf the same community.

Household articles

32. Al households possess such essenti:al
articles as small bamboo baskets,. lz’arge grain
containers ofsbamboo called “dolis”, bamboo

7
! . ”
mats, a “jatra” made, ofy stone or O?(o,od for

grinding corn, a mortar and pestle f husking
paddy, winnowing fans and brpoms. Of al]
kinds of furniture the charpai, “alled khatel,
is the most common and is used in almost all
households. The head of the houses usually
uses the charpai. It is also offered to guests
for sitting. Charpais, are made of local mate-
rial and are quite cheap. °Yet there are only
128 in the?whole of tRe villagé for a population
of 574. Very few households have chairs,
benches, stools or wall shelves. The following
table shows the distribution of furniture among
the different communities ; © :

Table 5

POSSESSION OF FURNITURE

Number of households owning

No. of N
it house- ~ ‘ —
Costefcommunity holds Bed& Charpai  Chair Table Bench Stool  Wall sheif °
° Y stea

. . 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
— 73 1 — — 3 2

Kandha : 74
—_ 44 1 — — — _

Dom 45
p _ 6 — — — - —
Lohar | \ 1

. _ 5 I _

Karan 2
_ 1 — — — — _

Brahmin 1
_ 1 — — — - —

Ghasi 1
> 1 s 1 — — —_— —_ —_

Gauda '

— 128 2 — 1 e 4 3

ToraL 130

i

33. The villagers do not have much use
of utensils. Leaf cups, big and smal'l, léxre
used for a variety of purposes from gr;]r:) u:eg-
water and gruel to storing grain. Eac e
hold is satisfied with one or two earthen co<:i -
ing pots (laibanjani tandi), pitchers (axt;ll(r)llds
and gourd ladles (jachka). A few h‘c‘)use old
also have bell-metal cups ca.lle’c,i marl;0 1;18
aluminium plates called “tamias” and ov
called *baktis”. Only one Kandha househald,

whose elder is the village headman, has some
brass pitchers, jugs, and bell-metal cups and
plates. Most Dom households have alumi-
nium, brass and bell-metal utensils besides
earthen pots. Among other consumer goods.
24 houscholds have hurricane lanterns, which
they acquired in the course of the last five
years. The Doms have 12 and the Kandhas
seven. The Lohars have none and the other
communities one each. R o



HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES

3. Kul.
4. Heni
5. Hest

1. Jatra
(Jalni)

3. Jatra

KHATEL
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1. Laibanjani
Tandi

2. Aftandi

3. Mandi

UTENSILS

bl ol

Tamia
Jachka
Panki
Batki

]

for light and heat. Durig winter every house-
hold has a great quantity of wood kept burning
~all 24 hours of the day. Even during summer
they burn wood at night,"and this serves them
as light. * ., ) ?
JFood “habits

35, ‘All the permanent families in Lakh-
5dh aré non-vegetarians. They kill domestic
birds and animals for food and also hunt in
the jungles nearby and fish in the streams.
Their staple food is ragi, kosala and rice. Ragi
gruel is taken throughout the year, and kosala
and rice once in a day to break the monotony.
The principgl meals are usually taken with salt
and chillies, and occasionally with boiled green
leaves and vegetables. Fish and meat are
eaten when available. But meat is an indis-
pensable item f&r social and religious functions
and goats, sheep, cows and buffaloes are killed
by Kandhas and Lohars. The Doms and
Ghasis eat beef and pork. People of all four
communities eat the meat of fowls, pigeons
and peafowl. The Kandhas and Lohars also
eat rats, noh-poisonous snakes known as
“dhamona” and large reptiles like “godhi”.

36. Fodéd iS§ cooked in earthen pots.
Sometimes vegetables, roots, mushrooms, and
even fish, fresh or dried, are just baked on a
fire and eaten with salt. Vegetarian and non-
vegetarian currigs are generally prepared by
bdiling and adding only chillies and salt. But
a few housecholds have now learnt to use
groundnut oil, onions and spices to make their

2

~curries. The food habits of the Brahmin,

Raran and Gauda families are, however,
different. They are similar to those of people
in the plains.

37. Liquor is drunk by the Kandha, Dom,
Lohar and Ghasi communities. Both men
and women drink “mohua” liquor and sago
palm and date palm juice. Their favourite
alcoholic beverage is “handia”, which is pre-
pared by every household. Liquor 1s an
important item at religious functions and
social etiquette demands that guests and
visitors be offered liquor.

Beliefs and practices concerning birth

38, The social customs of the Kandhas
and Doms have many interesting features.

34. The villagers d%:end mainly on wood .

15

The Kandhas, for instanae, do not make prior
arrangements for child-birth. , DeliVery takes
place in the main living-room of, the household

At the time of delivery, one 7t two elderl};
Kandha women who are familiar with the pro-
cess are called in to handle the case. After
delivery the umbilical cord and the placenta
are buried near the house. The child is
bathed in tepid water. The mother cleans her
clothes afid washes in warm’water. She does
not eat or drink on the day of birth. She is
not allowed to touch cooking pots or other
household articles for five days as she is con-
sidered defiled. Even members &% her family
do not touch her. If anybody accidentally
touches mother or child during these days he
or she is required to take a bath. On the fifth
day the room is cleaned by the mother with
cowdung. After boiling her clothes with ash

she washes them in the stream, then bathes’
herself and returns home. The head of the
houehold or the father of the newborn next
sacrifices a fowl to the household deity in the
kitchen. Some households perform this sacri-.
fice on the seventh day after birth. The
cooking utensils of the household are not
thrown away. Other members of the family
are not considered defiled and outsiders may
eat with the family if food is cooked separately.

39. T!le Kandhas observe no other
ceremony in connection with child-birth. The
child is named later by the parents, but there
is no special naming ceremony. It is custo-
mary for a child to be named after the pater-
nal grandfather or great grandfather if it is -
boy and after the paternal or maternal grand-
mother or great grandmother if a girl.
Nowadays Hindu names and names derived
from the day of birth afe given to children.

40. Among the Doms the mother of a
newborn child is considered defiled for thirty
days. During this period all the members of
the household are also considered polluted and
are not touched physically by outsiders. On
the seventh day the mother washes her
clothes and cleans the room with cowdung.
From this day mother and child become touch-
able by other members of the family. But
they are kept secluded for 30 days. On the

"30th day the mother once again cleans the

room, washes her” clothes in the stream,



\ . .
bathes and returns honl;e. No special purifi-
cation cdlemony is held in the house. On
that day the mother resumes her normal house-
hold duties. (The Doms do not observe any
name giving ceremony.

41. There is no rigid restriction on the
diet of the mother. In both communities the
mother is allowed to eat anything except meat,
fish and eggs. That is, the mother(has only
a vegetarian diet as long as her child'is breast-
fed. The child may be, taken outside the
house at the end of the period of profanation,
and when it is two or three months old it is
‘taken even 1o distant fields by its parents.

42. The Kandhas do not observe any
ceremony when a girl attains puberty. Some
hours after her first mensturation starts the
girl applies turmeric and oil on her body and
bathes in the stream. She cleans her clothes
with ash. On returning home, she changes
her clothes and does her work as usual. - No
restriction is imposed on her diet and move-
ment. She cooks for the family and mixes
with others as freely as before.

43. The Doms keep a girl secluded for
10 days, during which she is not touched by
others as she is considered frofane. She can,
however, work outside the house, but is not
allowed to cook or touch household articles
used by other members of the family. On the
11th day the girl washes her clothes in the

stream and bathes, after which she is consi-
dered clean.

Reliefs and practices connected with marriage

_ 44. The Kandhas, Lohars and Doms
favour early marriages. Child marriage is
permissible, but it is. rare because it is quite
expensive. There is only one case of child
marriage in this village in the Kandha commu-
nity, when a boy of 10 married a girl of the
same age. The girl lives with her parents in
a different village, and the marriage will be
consummated when she attains puberty.

45. The marriageable age for girls varies
from 15 to 17 and for boys from 16 to 20.
Polygamy, widow marriage, divorce and re-
marriage are permissible in these communities,
One Lohar and three Doms have two wives
each. One of these Domis, aged 50, married

- for the fifth time afte;’ divorcing his first three

wives. The fourth £nd fifth wives live with
him. The fourth wife, who is over 30, was
married at 15 and the fifth wife of 23 years
has been married for five years. Another
Dom, about 35, has two wi\f'eshagcd 30 al::;
22 years, and the duration of their ma-riag
arey15 and 5 years respectively. The third
Dom married a widow two years ago. His
first wife is 58 and he is about 60, and the_y
were married 40 years ago. The Lohar 1s
about 50 and married his first wife 3@ years
ago. She is now 47. He marrjed again four
years ago, choosing a young wxgtoyv of about
20. Though polygamy is pem.nss1‘ble among
the Kandhas they do not practise it.

46. Divorce is discouraged by the caste
panchayat and elders of the v1.11age. iet
divorces are not infrequent. .An instance has
been cited above of a man who divorced thre:
wives and married a fourth gnd a f}ilfth.oun-
young widow is generally married rto t eayman
ger brother of her dead husband.or’ to o
of a different household if there 1s N0 pOSSall
lity of such a marriage. Widows are gener. (yj
married to widowers or are taken as seconl
wives. Parallel cousin marriages are not qnny.
permitted but are preferred to other relatio :
ships. Seven such marriages have been note

. . . . n
- and there is one instance of marriage with 2
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elder brother’s widow, and one with a wife’s
young sister.

47. The age and marital status of thj
villagers has been shown in Table No. II °‘
the appendix. In the group up to 14 only 0;2'
boy is married. Marriages generally ta 1‘
place between the ages of 15 and 20. .Oﬂ.l
11 males and 4 females are not married ir
this group. There are no widowed person
in it, solely because all the marriageabk
widows and widowers have been allowed
marry. Except the Grama sevika all male
and females between 25 and 59 are married.
In this group there are one widower and 16
widows. . They are above 40, with the excep-
tion of three females who are below 30 and
eXpect to remarry as soon as they get grooms.
In the last group 7 persons are marrie
and 14 are widowed, and they will probably

die in that state as they are too old to marry
again. .

-‘ 48. TI;e marriage ritdg of the Kanghas and

the' Lohars are similar. The Doms have sepa-
srate customs.
2]

». 49. Margasira, Pau;he_l,. Magh . afr(l)ci
Baisakh arg considered auspicious n‘;onot Sall
marrying. Marriage negotiations ae usuThz
séttled a few mgnths before a wedding.  The

‘ groom’s parents or guardians generally ¢ (t)oke
a girl of-a family known to them. Thﬁy .a; e
the help of a “desari” to ascertain which gir
suitable as a’ daughter-in-law.

50. The boy’s father or guardian .takfs
rice in a leafscup with a few copper coins °
the house of the desari. The desari cleansnd
spot in fromt,of his house with powducxllgcgins
»places the cu°p containing the rice an

on it. He burns incense and worships, in the

name of all the village deities, Dharan;1 Dell{e;z,
Suraj Debata, Dangar Debata, Buc} a hii: h
Patra Debata and Kandul Boja, d!mr;lg v:akes
he chants mantras. After worship ed kes
a handful of rice, casts it on the grounof ind
pairs the grains in the name of o;e' the
proposed brides. If the grams en 1;1hi15> s
the match is cdnsidered good. Fallmtg1 “;el
repeats the process in tl}ehnamsz (;f & egrn elsdagll
i at @ time. en
girl:),sg?Srday the parents of the boy and s(c))srzg
members of the same caste 20 to the prfo;;med
bride’s father or guardian who 1s o
beforehand of the visit.

1. The parents of the boy carry li 13:)1:112
of liquor with them, and ‘thls .1s,drun vhile
the match is discussed with girl’s paLren o
the presence of some elders. If ;] e l%oy’s
pdrents agree to the marrage tneresem.
parents buy more liquor and serve a It)ive o
After the deliberations, and 1rresp<;<éed X
their outcomeg, the girl's parents feed o
visitors. If matters have turned gu'de e
ably the parties decide on the Rls'l - price
which ranges from Rs. 60 to X 'after -
cash. The price is generally pal fer he
birth of a child to the couple. The heny for
the wedding is tentatively ﬁxg}d w
match is made.

52. The parents of the boy thi:n f:‘;tltlll;g
home and begin making_‘arrangemenhse for e
reeOny. e nums in goats,li ir ﬁouse.
erect a pandal of leaves in front of t elales use
The bridegroom’s father sends three m

s . » . .
. two maidens to invite tgxe bride over. Accom-
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panied by them and by some ,elder§ of her
village, she sets out for the bridegroom’s
village at an auspicious time on zhe advice of
the desari to the thunderous rhythm of drums

called “nisan” and “dhapa”. »

53. The party is received at the outskirts
of the village by boys, girls and elders from
the groomys village. .The “japi”, priest of his
village, s&crifices one chicken at the bride’s
feet, and showers “arua” (raw unboiled rice)’
on her. The young men and women of both
villages dance singing humorous songs. The -
procession marches on to the house of the
bridegroom with the young people still dan-
cing and singing to beat of the drums.

54. On the wedding day the bride and
groom eat food prepared from arua. The
groom continues to stay in the “dhangora basa”
till hg is escorted to his house on the arrival
of the bride. All the wedding guests are given
liquor. The young people of both parties

-dance in front of the house, singing songs, full °

of sexual allusions. The bridegroom and bride
are taken inside the house. A new spade and
a rope of buffalo hide are placed on a spot
cleansed with cowdung.  The couple place
their right feet and left feet respectively on the
spade and rope and the jani showers some
arua on their feet, sacrifices a fowl and smears
its blood on the feet of the couple as well as
on the spade and the rope. This function is
held at the auspicious moment decided by the
desari.

55. The wedding having been solemnised,
the guests are entertained sumptuqusly. Next
morning all the guests leave the village. T.he
bridegroom sleeps in theedhangora basa with
his bachelor friends, and the bride sleeps alone
in the house allotted to the couple. On the
seventh day the newly weds, accompanied by
an elderly male and a female, visit the bride’s
parents. There too they live separately for
three days. On the fourth day the bride’s
father presents the couple with'new clothes
and cakes and sends them home.

56. After they return, the husband conti-
nues to sleep in the dhangora basai Accord-
ing to tradition, the bachelors are supposed to
object to the newly nzarried n)lan’s living in kis



|
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new home with his wife. So the father of the
boy sends ragi flour and jaggery to the
bachelors with a request that his son be
released fron: the assqciation of the dhangora
basa so that he might live as a married man.
The bachelors make cakes and eat them, after
which they literally carry the man to his new
home, get the door opgned, push him inside
and leave him alone with his wife. This prac-
tice is observed to assert the supremacy of the
community over the individual.

57. Among the Doms, marriage negotia-
- tions are conducted between known families.
The talks are initiated by the boy’s father.
The parents of the boy visit the house of the
proposed bride’s father for discussions regard-
ing the match. As the Poms claim to be more
sophisticated than and socially superior to the
Kandhas they demand a high bride price,
ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200. In addition
one or two cans of liquor, five to seven ‘sling-
loads of cakes and sweetened fried rice, the
same number of sarees and a gold or silver
necklace are also given to the bride’s father.

58. 1If the parents of the boy and girl
come to an understanding the proposal is
finalised and the marriage day fixed immedi-
ately. The bride price is paid. either during
the discussion or later date, but always be-
fore the wedding. Weddings take place in the
months of Margasira, Paush, Magh and
Baisakh. The Doms consider Wednesdays

auspicious for marriage as well as for other
. functions.

59. The day before the wedding a male
is sent to invite the bride. On this day the
bride is bathed by her maiden friends after
turmeric and oil are rubbed on her body. She

is also bathed in the same way the following

morning. She then wears a new saree and the
ornament given by the bridegroom’s father.
The bride, her parents, friends and relatives
eat and set out for the groom’s village accom-
panied by a party of musicians beating drums
and playing pipes. When they reach the
village they are welcomed by men and women
singing humorous songs. The bride is taken
in procession to the house of the groom and
seated on a new bamboo mat. A bamboo box
containing new clothes- for the couple is

brought .out. An earthen lamp and a brass
or bell-metal jug filled with water are dlso
brought. The bride and groom put on new
clothes from the b9x and sit side by side or
the mat. i

60. The bridegroom’s sister’s husband,

who is known as the “bhatta”, officiates as -

priest in the wedding ceremony. He binds t.he
right hands of the bride and the groom with
a piece of thread. Grains of rice are heaped
in front of them and they are asked to count
the grains with two fingers. The groom
counts first and then the bride. . If her _count
tallies with that of the groom this is considered
a good omen and she is not subjected to ques-

tioning. But if she counts less the bhatta asks.

her what happened to the missing grains. She

'has to explain that some were eaten.by fowls

or pigeons and such answers'generall){ evqke
laughter from the onlookers. After this bnﬁe
and groom drink liquor and eat. Then :h:
bride joins the women and the groom e
men and all dance before the hause.t0 °
music of drum and pipe. All the guests ard
given liquor and food. Generally pigs an
goats are killed at marriage feasts. Consum-
mation takes place the second day after the
wedding.  After a week the couple, accom-
panied by one or two persons, visit the bride’s
parents, with whom they spend a day or two
before returning home.

61. The Kandhas observe the usual wed-
ding function in the case of child marriage.
and there is no further function when the girl
is brought to live with her husband after she
attains puberty. Caste men are, howevef,
invited to a feast. Hence a child marriage 15
more expensive than one of adults, and only
moneyed people hold such mairiages. In the
case of polygamous marriages the wedding
ritual is observed if the bride is not a w1de-
In the case of widow marriage the relatives
of the groom and the bride are simply enter-

_ tained to a feast.
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62. Divorce is sanctioned by the caste
panchayat if attempts to reconcile the parties
fail. On marrying a divorced woman her
second husband pays compensation equal to
the bride price, the cost of materials given to
the bride’s father and the marriage expenses.

."}he panchayat realises i all a'little less 1:2?13
the® total expenses from the secgnd us pand
«before giving approval for thé divorce. i
measure is designed to discourage divorce a

"’ to restore happy family lif¢ as far as possible.

L] ! » .
63. Marriage 'by capture of forcible

.tiarriage is also prevalent among the Kandhas,

Doms and Lohars. A young man plans ;v;:}:
hjs*friends to kidnap the young woman ot his
choice and keeps watch on her move(xirli{ldnap
some days. ‘They lay in ambush and ki nap
her when she is alone on her way ;9 xgca;use
or to the jungle and carry her off to flS h he£
Sometimes the girl is taken away .rol e
village in spitg of oral as well as pk}ysxca Iofpfhc
,sition from her parents and relatives. f the
parents of the girl agree to the mamflfe fhe
elders of.both parties meet and ﬁgla 1use he
bride price. If they do not agree beca

i iti the
the unsatisfactory economic condition of

boy’s parents the issue is broughttbef:r:::,r ;ﬁ:
caste panchayat. The panchayaf garriagé
tries te compromise in favour 0 min casé
The parent$ of the girl take her aw;a;;he o
they do not accept the decision O

chayat. ] '

64. Som;times married' women thhﬂ?;
without children are enticed z}&lwzy. o
young man concerned knows, :{1 ot
rigorous punishment for the act. All he wed
to do is to pay compensation tot ; ns
husband. But the amount may be eav;lrl, ind
varies according to whether the Worclila;emale
children or is childless. If the entlrcl:]e | fema®
is,only betrothed to a man the comp
to be paid by her enticer is less.

: ‘ ween
65. Pre-marital sex ls-pmmttedebevtrithin
young men agd women if they ar n be
- oohi ma
marriageable relationship. If 2 wrgarrie ito
comes pregnant as a rgsult she 1:S e dition.
the young man responsible for her

66. Payment of dowry is not compulsory.

: - some
Rather, the practice 18 desglsec?. }ti’tlgrs o
well-to-do persons present their daug

i ir hus-
metal utensils when they leave o their
bands’ homes. -
Beliefs and practices connected with dea

67. The Kandhas burn their dei:;;i gl: tIlllg
cremaforium to the north of the V .
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‘more than a furlong from Godampara. The

bodies of small childred and of those*who die
of smallpox are buried. On death, the body
is immediately removed from th: interior of
the dwelling to the courtyard, and the mem-
bers of the family and close relatives pyt grains
of rice smeared with turmeric into the mouth
of the dead person. In this way they give the
last symbolic meal to the departed. The
family and relatives weep neér the body. If
the dead person was a married male the orna-,
ments worn by his widow are removed. Rela-
tives cover the body with new clothes. The
corpse is placed on a cot and cafyjed to the
crematorium. Drums are beaten on the death
of a prominent person in the village.

68. Wood for the pyre is taken from the
house of the dead and the deficiency, if any,
is met from the neighbouring forest. The
funeral pyre is made ready in the crematorium
by some members of the caste before thfa body
is taken there. The corpse and the }Jler are
placed on the pyre. The head, with face
downward, points to the east. The body is
covered with cloth and pieces of wood. Then
a male not related to the dead person sets fire
to the pyre near the head after moving three
times round it.

69. As soon as the pyre catches fire all
the mourners leave the crematorium. and go
to the stream. There they ru}) their bodies
with bark of “baring” in the be:hef. that thereby
they will avert possible visitations by the
“duma” or soul of the dead. When rubbed
on the body this bark gives a 1.ather. The
mourners also rub their left toes with cowdung
and mango leaves. After bathing, they return
home but do not mix with other member_s of
household for three days as tl?ey are cqnsxder-
ed defiled for having participated in the

funeral.

70. On the third day after the !:’uneral
the clothes of the dead person’s fz_amxly are
washed by the women and the house is f:leaned
with cowdung. The jani mixes th_e 11}1]1( qf 2
black cow, mango leaves.and resin in a jug
and sanctifies it by chantmg_ mantras. Then
he sacrifies a fowl near the jug, sprinkles the
milk all round the house and on all the mem-
bers of the household®as well as on those who
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took part in the cremation. This function is

called “ambopani gadhua” literally “mango-
water bath”.

71. The\ Kandhas do not throw away the
old cooking pots, nor do they give feasts to
the men of the caste, and the funeral function
is performed after a year. The function,
called “Dossa” is performed any day and
month. On this occasicn after thetlapse of a
year the house is cleaned, a goat is slaughter-
ed and a feast of rice and mutton curry held
to which all the caste people of the village,

- relatives arxl ‘also people belonging to other
village communities are invited. After the
feast the dress, utensils and implements of the
dead person are gifted to the Doms. The
average expenditure on this funeral obser-
vance is about Rs. 100.

72. The Doms also place grainsof rice
in the mouth of the dead. The body is placed
on a cot and carried to the crematorium by
members of the family and caste. It is placed
on the pyre with the head to west in the case
of males and to the east in the case of females.
The pyre is set alight and the mourners stay
till it is completely burnt. .

73. A relative of the dead person pre-
pares an earthen effigy of him and a cup out
of jamun leaves, and these are placed in the
centre of the point of cremation. The assem-
bled persons place grains of rice in the leaf
cup, which is kept near the effigy. Thereafter

-*hey go to the stream and bathe, rubbing their
bodies with baring bark and mango leaves.

Memberé of the bereaved family are not touch-
ed physically by their kinsmen till they "are

.

purified. -

74. The purification ceremony is held
between the seventh and eleventh day of the
funeral, dccording to the convehience of the

household. The day before, the observance, .-

the son-inlaw or brother-in-law of the dead
person cooks rice and mutton curry in riew
earthen pots and takes the food to the stream
accompanied by members of the family.
Another earthen effigy is set up on the l?apk.
and each person feeds it. The remaining
food and the effigy are then thrown into the

stream. The group returns home' after bath-

ing.

75. The son-inlaw or brother-in-law mnexf
cooks rice and fowl curry in pew earthen pots.
The male members of the family are served
first, and then the females. Next morning,
the house is cleaned and alt the family d?ut‘l::
are washed in the stream. The,males,.of the
household are shaved by othef men 0h e
caste beside the stream. On their return o )
their relatives bring rice, vegetables and liquor.
A meal with meat is served. to fgllo.w-vﬂlagers
of the same caste and to the relatives. The
minimum expenditure on a Dom funeral cere-
mony is about Rs. 100.

.76. There is only one crematori.um n
Lakhrish, and the different communities Js€
different parts of the crematorium although
there is no demarcation for the purpose. Nope
of the communities erect tombs or glemonal
stones to their dead in the crematorium.

CHAPTER III
THE ECONOMY

* Resources

. In spite of being relatively secluded Lakh-
rish has felt the impact of outside mﬂufances.
The main channel of these influences is the
extension and welfare activity of the commu-
nity development block. Nevertheless, the
village has not been economically ‘mtegrated
with the rest of the district to which it belongs,
.and to this extent it is a self-sufficient unit.

2. Land is the chief material resource of
Lakhrish; and most of its inhabitants make a
living from agn’culture. The cultivated area
is 529-57 acres, but the villagers do not regard
its cultivation as sufficiently proﬁ?able. _ Much
of the land has been denuded of its fertile top-
soil and its surface now consists r.nostly of red
rocky material whose fertility is very low.
For the same reasons the villagers have not
cultivated about 50 acres of waste: land.
Instead, they havé turned to the sloges of the
surrounding hills, known as “dangar”, to grow
a variety of leguminous plants on a multlp_le;
crop basis. The forests surrounding Lakhris
provide animal and vegetable foodstuffs, fuel
and building materials. These factors com-
bine to make the village economy self-subsist-
ing to a large degree.

. 3. Out of total 130 households 116 are
directly dependent on ag{xculture. Be(f}lluiz
of poor and inadequate capital Tesources .cz l
is little trade or industry. I?aucxty qf capi ad
also impedes the introduction of m_lp.rovef
agricultural practices and thg prodqct1v1ty gt
slabour is very low. There 1s a fair amcl)u i
of underemployment. Livestock are neglec
ed and much of the forest wealth has b;(l?{)l
destroyed or damaged. Cultivation of the il
slopes is done only with spades, a clea;1 in a:l
cation, if any is needed, of the low technic
level of the village economy.

New factors

4. Since 1951, however, several “:;V _‘L’:g
imporfant factors have been introduced 1

2

i

the economic life of Lakhrish. Formerly, the
village was linked wjth Kashipur by only a
footpath. With the inauguration of the com-
munity development block, with the heade
quarters at Kashipur and specially aimed at
the welfare of the tribal people, a, road nego-
tiable by jeeps has been built linking Kashipur,
Lakhrish and Sunger. Trucks also ply on this
road in fair weather.

5. Community development has brought
village-level workers to Lakhrish. From them
the villagers have learnt about improved
methods+of cultivation although they have not
felt impelled to adopt them right away. A
co-operative society has been established at
Kashipur and 18 villagers of Lakhrish have
obtained land improvement loans from it.
The Soil Conservation Department has spent
a considerable amount of money in the village
to check erosion and denudation by building
contour ridges on the hill slopes. As climatic
and other conditions favour the cultivation of
fruit a model orchard has been established by
the Department of Agriculture. Nineteen
pairs of bullocks for draught purposes and
improved agricultural implements have been

supplied free of cost to selected villagers. A

pouitry farm has also begn established.

6. On the social side the Government has
built model houses, well-ventilated and roofed
with fire-proof tiles, and, given them free to
families belonging to the Kandha and Lohar
communities. The effect of this was imme-
diate, and quite a large number of other
households have covered their homes with
tiled roofs. A fair price shop, for which -the
Government provided the initial capital and
running expenses, has been established. The
villagers are now using sugar, tea, sweets,
kerosene oil, matches and soap besides other
simple consumer goods on a scale they had
not been used to bgfore. All these innova-
tions have almost imperceptibly influenced
village life. ! o
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7. In addition, certain social and adminis-
trative rtforms, have Imfluenced considerably
the economic life of Lakhrish. Before 1956
the zamindar. of Kashipur used to collect land
rent from the villagers through his gountia, a
hereditary agent for this purpose—who was
rewarded with the privilege of using a sizeable
area of land without paying rent. This land
was customarily called “bhogra” land. This
apparently reasonable ahd innocudus system
Jwas, in fact, a pernicious influence on the
“social life of the village. "Through his power
as rent collector the gountia exerted a hold
“on the tenpsfts and through him the zamindar
played a dominant and divisive role in village
affairs. In 1956 the gountia system was
abolished and the major part of the bhogra
land held by him was settled in his favour in
terms.of tenancy. The rest was handed over
to the village panchayat to lease out and col-
lect rents for the grama fund. Added to this
was the practice of “bethi” under which the
villagers used to provide unpaid labour to the
zamindar for various purposes from cultiva-
tion to household chores. The zamindar did
not even give these labourers food during the
period of free service. The system was differ-
ent from slavery only inasmuch as the slaves
were permanently maintained by the owner.
who could sell them if he liked, while the
bethias were not so bound. But whereas
slavery imposed definite social and economic
responsibilities on the owner the bethia system
imposed none on the zamindar. The village

panchayat selected villagers in turn to perform
“bethi. .

8. With the abolition of zamindari, bethj
came to an end. This change is probably the
most significant new factor in the social and
economic life of the village in recent times.
But the zamindar, while exacting free services
from the villagers, did to some extent fulfil
certain social needs. He supplied the element
of leadership to his tenants. . He did also pro-
vide a quicker and cheaper method of settling
disputes among them. The zamindar also
occasionally performed benevolent acts. As
a result even now the villagers worship the
old dead zamindar as a deity named Budha
Raja. To stay in his good graces the tenants
used to make the zamindar presents of goats,

2

vegetables and fruits gt Dasahara. These gift.
were -known as “bhetti”, and though the

zamindari system has been abolished and

revenue collection is made direct by Govern:
ment officials bhett} continues to the present
day sofar as the old zamindar’s farily is con-
cerned. " :

Occupation structure

9. Of the 130 village households 116 arz
engaged in agriculture, 20 of them only as
hired labour. Thus nearly 90 per cent of.thc
villagers derive their income from cultivation,
supplemented generally by subsidiary occu-
pations like livestock breeding, h.untmg and
gathering forest produce.

10. The Kandhas practise agri.cultu.re as
their primary occupation. Blacksmithy is the
main occupation of two Lohar l.lou§eh°ld5
which also engage in shifting cqltlva:tlon l0_n
the hill slopes. The Doms are primarily 0“1;:
vators and agricultural labourers, put.they a
rear livestock and engage in retail trade.

11. Of a total population of 574 persons
270 are engaged in cultivation on their own
behalf. The number of agricultural labm’l]:)
ers is 35, of whom 24 are women. Of the 2
cultivators, 134 arc males and 34 in all are
below the age of 14. They help their parents
in the fields. The large bulk of farmers, 112
males and 120 females, are between 15 and
54 years of age. Only three males and one
female are above 60.

12. Of the 35 labourers a male aqd a
female are below 14 years of age. Agricul
tural labour is engaged mostly on daily
wages. Not a single labourer works on an
annual or long-term basis. Of the five persons
engaged in household industry two Doms work
as carpenters, two Lohars as blacksmiths and
one Ghasi makes aluminium rings and
bangles. These artisans sell their goods for
ready cash. '

13. Three males and one female, all
adults, are engaged in retail trading. They all
belong to the Dom community. They pur-
chase tobacco, salt, dry fish, jaggery and other
household essentials at the weekly markets at

Kashipur and Sunger for sale to their fellow-
villagers,

\

V14, Eight adult malgs, four females, and
twe othersg below 14 years, perforin other
paid services. Five are in regular Government
service, ard they comprise a social worker lf]
the Tribal and Rural WeKare Department, a
lower primary schopl teacher, the sglesgpan raﬁ
the.fais price*shop, a fieldman of the De?e:he
ment of Agriculture and a Grama sevika OF'v“
Community Development Department. 1;
0% the remaining seven are cowherds, one,
Dom, is the village chowkidar, and the last IlIS
the servant of the Grama sevxk.a. Table 1
in the Appendix gives the statistics of .workers
by sex. broad age group and occupation.

15. Among the non-carning groups 34
youngsters gd tgo school. One adult fem;}leerl‘s:
engaged solely in household duties. Men
dependants form the large bulk of non-ea rs.
Of the total of 348 non-earning or nog—v;'gsr e
population 175 belong to thg house (])b o
cultivators, 41 to those of agr}cultural abo -
ers, 11 to households engaged in crafts, (;1 ]S(l)ﬂ:o
lar number to households of. traders ap 10
those éngaged in other services. Nioste:rs he
non-earning pepulation is below 1 2y2 ars o
age and the number in this group 18 d o
'he 213 mers dependants only 23 are 1a u ts
17 being over 60. All able-bodied n?afe; :C d
females except six are engaged in gainfu eco
nomic activity. Table IV 1n the App; e
gives the statistics of workers' b.y se)r(l,_her ad
age groups and nature of _actmty. e
lowing table lists occupation 'dataho ained
during the 1951 Census and during the p
urvey :

Table 6
OCCUPATIONAL TRENDS

mber Percentage
Nuril:lber Nuin g"°l‘?"h ;;r
61 decline
1951 19 annum

m @& 9

Yy
Name of occupation

+) 088
Cultivators and dependants 409 445 (
AgJicultural labourers and 2 76 (4) 2454
ependants )
Workers in household in- 3 16 (+) 23
dustry and dependants ) s
Traders and dependants 35 15 )

Other workers and depen-

dante 2 22 (+)1000

—

/It will be seen that all the occupaﬁonal

" groups except the trader} rose in numbers.

Trading in Lakhrish has always taken the form
of door-to-door hawking. Witle the establish;
ment of the fair price shop some households
and individuals engaged in this occupation havs
switched to other forms of earning. Some of
them have joined the ranks of agricultural
labourers, who have’had -a growth rate of
nearly 25 per cent yearly. Petty traders, who
had little or no land or other capital resources,
would obviously firtl it very hard to turn to
any occupation other than farm labour.

16. The fair price shop and™sasier road
communications with fairly distant marketing
centres and with Kashipur and Sunger havz
not, however, completely satisfied popular
demands for consumer commodities.  The
villagers do not always have ready cash for
shopping and barter transactions are therefore
sometimes carried out at the door by the house-
wife.” This accounts for the continuance of
the old practice of retailing by village families
although their business is fast declining.

17. Agricultural’ labour is by no means
an attractive source of livelihood, yet the num-
ber of labourers has more than trebled. Mem-
bers of other occupational groups have been
compelled by circumstances t(? join this group.
The growth rate among cultivators and their
dependants has been less than 1 per cent
yearly. Some small cultivators have become
labourers. Agricultural labour is often a
subsidiary occupation of poor cultivating
households. '

18. Household industry has had an abso-
lute increase of only three persons over a o
decade. This is due to the crude nature of
the traditional processes®undertakerf to cater
only to limited local needs, angi consequently
there has been no scope for increase. The
increasé in number of persons perfc.mi)mg
services is mostly the result of the arriva] of
more transients. Several Government officials
posted to the village and their dependants have
enlarged this group. )

19. The only occupational group to regis-
ter a substantial increase is thus agricultural
labourer. Its incregse, at the expense partly
of other groups, indicates a general deter.lora-
tion in the village economy. ‘The occupational

y
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distribution of the villagers may be represented* .

in the ‘following diagratn :
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20. The heads of 130 households were
asked questions relating to the type of employ-
ment they wanted for their sons. Of 96 culti-
vators 45 desired to see their sons follow the
same occupation. The remaining 51 desired
their sons to enter Government service. Eight
agricultural labourers were against occupa-
tional change, but five of them wanted their
sons to be cultivators and seven others desired
their sons to seek Government employment.

+ 21. Of the four households engaged in
domestic industry one desired no change of
occupation, but the other three wanted their
sons to follow their occupation, another wanted
his sous to be owning cultivators and the third
felt. that his offspring should be agricultural

pl

labourers. The la?-mentioned householdef |
could givk no reason Yor his choice. ’

22. "The seVen households performing -
other services desired no change for their sons:
Thus 62 householders were for no change
while 61 hpuseholders wanted to se€’ their sons
holding Government jobs. The only two otner
occupations chosen for a charge were cultiva-
tion of owned land and agricultural labonr.
Six households desired a change to cultivatioff
and one to agricultural labour. None wanted
industry or trade. The pattern of employment
aspiration of the villagers seems to point to a
lack of enterprise. :

Labour force

23. The labour force consists predomi-
nantly of persons between 15 and 59. In
Lakhrish 291 persons are in this age group,
and they are the optimum number for whom
the village could, at its prevailing economiC
level, provide work. But the actual number
of gainfully employed persons is 326, 35 in
excess of the optimum. The reason for this
is that 38 persons below 14 years and four
above 60 are working for remuneration, against
which seven persons between 15 and 59 are not
participating for one reason or another in
gainful economic activity.

24. More than half the labour force be-
tween 15 and 59 consists of women. Of 152
females in this category 146 actually engage
in earning occupations from cultivation to
trading. Of the remaining six, one belonging
to the only Brahmin household in Lakhrish, 15
occupied solely with household duties. Among
the other high-caste families in the village the
only Gauda household has no females. On¢
Karan household consists of a male social
worker, the other two females, one of whom
is the Grama sevika, belonging to the 15—59
age group and working while the other, below
15 years, is also working as her maid servant.

25. Abstention from gainful employment
is not a matter of caste but due to economic
factors. Among such communities as the
Kandhas and Doms, who in general do not
regard working as socially degrading for.
females, five women between 15 and 59 years
do not work for wages. It has been noted
among these communities that the greater the

\ . '
dconomic stability of a househvld the less in-
clination there is for the women to work.

Y ks
* 26. There are 18 females below 15 and
%0 working, mostly in culfivation. The ij
‘woman who works in the fields belongs to th.f
Kandha community. Males.and wn_lales o
the Dom commynity are noticeably industri-
" ous. Théy generally continue wor'kmg sO lotng
as their* physical condition permits them to.
The only male Dom in the working age grou;;
who is not employed is a blind youth ©

about 16.

Land

27. The,total area of the village is §37-6dz
acres, of which 529-57 acres are cultlv;te .
"The remaining 108-05 acres are of the follow-

ing types:

L]

3. Communal land, cre
and public places

4. Waste land

5. Cultivable waste

L]

Total

«

28. The total cultivated area 18 owneq
and tilled by people belonging to only ﬂ"}l‘;;
communities, Kandha, Dom and Lpl.lar.. e
people of the other four commumtuas ghasi
village; Karan, Brahmin, Gauda and asi
own no land and do not engage in cultiva i)
on any other basis, for instance, sl.xz_irc _::]rt };P-e
ping. While the first three commur}(xitlcis i oe
second group are temporary Iesl en r,es e
Ghasis are permanent. The 529-57 ach o
cultivated land are divided among 110 (;1 =
holds. In addition about 100 acres ofh 15 g
land are also cultivated by some qf.thes.e mihc
holds. Table V in the Appendix gIves

detajls.

useholds own fewer

this category onc
In another

29. Forty-seven ho
than five acres each. o
houselold owns from 20 to 50 cents,

~ ’between 50 cents and an acre, 10 households

25

between one acre and 2-4 each, and 35
households from 2-5 to 49 acres each. In
the second category 44 households own from
five to 10 acres each and 19 households above
10 acres each. Twenty-five households—19
Kandhas and 6 Lohars—obtained land free
from the Government under the colonization
scheme .of the Tribal and Rural Welfare
Department. About’91 acre§ were purchased

from the former zamindar of Kashipur out of,

a departmental grant for this purpose.
Ownership rights have been capigrred on the
cultivators concerned. >

30. Some villagers also hold land in forms
other than ownership. When the post of goun-
tia was abolished part of the rent-free bhogra
land held by this functionary was given to
him and the rest, nearly 1-5 acres, was handed
over to-he Grama panchayat. The panchayat
has feaged out this land to individual tenants
on annual rent. For statistical purposes, this

| leased land has been shown as being owned by

the tenants in dealing with the various groups
of landholders mentioned earlier.

31. The practice of sharecropping also
obtains in this village. Some of the compara-
tively big landowners have let out some por-
tions of their land to smaller landowners on
this basis. The usual share of the owner is
half the net produce, and this is calculated by
deducting from the gross produce the amount
of seed sown. These two types of land—one

held from the Grama panchayat on lease and

the other held from other landowners in the
village on a sharecropping basis—are held by
31 households. Two households cultivate five
cents or less of such land, one cultivates be-
tween 20 and 50 cents, five between 50 cents
and 1 acre, two from 1 acre to 2-4 acres, eight
from 2-5 to 49 acres, 11 from five to 10 acres
and two households above 10 acres.  The 31
households comprise 12 Kandhas, 14 Ddms
and 5 Lohars.

32. Similarly, 19 households—13 Kandhas
and 6 Lohars—hold dangar land on hilt
slopes, and’ the distribution of such land ac-
cording to the size, of each holding: athree
households hold 50 cents to an acre: " three
from an acre to 2'5 acres; niye from 2-5 aexes

M \
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to five acres; and four households above five'

acres to 10 acres. ¢

33. The tenure of dangar land is less
sabstantial than ownegship.  This land has
not been surveyed and accordingly leases are
based on the number of “kudukis” (spades) a
tenant owns. Dangar land is not cultivated
with plough and bullocks but with spades by
digging small, shallow pits for planting seeds.
The number of spades owned would, there-
{ore, roughly indicate a household’s ability to
cultivate this type of land.

34. It is~estimated that one kuduki of land
is slightly less than an acre. Land for 89
kudukis has been leased on a total annual rent
of Rs. 44-50, that is, at the rate of 50 paise
per kuduki. The land revenue paid for other
cultivated areas in the village is Rs. 303-30
besides Rs. 48 paid as cess and another Rs. 48
as “nistar” (forest cess).

35. Land in Lakhrish is in general of low
fertility. Cultivable land is divided into five

categories : “bahal”, “berna”, “mal”, “aat” and

et

“gharbari”.  The last named category com-
prises homestead plots on which, besides build-
ing residential houses, people also grow rabi
crops and vegetables. The other four cate-
gories are paddy lands, in order of degree of
fertility. .The first two categories are wet land
and the next two dry. Wet land consists, how-
ever, only of a few acres, and except for the
first category paddy land is not very fertile.
The bahal plots adjoin the two nullahs flowing
through the village. Most of it is along the
nulah which runs from Tentulipara towards

~ Godampara. Denundation of top soil because

of heavy rain accounts for the low fertility of

most of the village 1and.

- 36. Three Kandha households lost land by
way of sale during the present generation. On
the other hand 19 Kandha and 6 Lohar
households gained, as mentioned earlier, dur-
ing this period about 91 acres of land provided
by the Government as a measure of tribal
welfare.  Besides, 11 Dom households also
purchased land out of their savings in the same
period.

37. Paddy is the principal crop grown on
bahal, berna, mal and aht land. Late varie-
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ties of paddy afe grown on bahal land, whicK .

is watered by the nullahs. The usual varieties
of paddy are grown on berna and mal land
while early paddy is grown on aat land.
Maize and beans and vegetables like tomatoes,
cucumbers; gourds, pumpkins, chillies amd
plantains are grown on plots attached to-home-
steads. As a result of the extension _.actiwths
of the community development block, cauli-
flower, radish and potatoes are also being
grown on these plots.

38. After the harvest of early paddy oil-
seeds like mustard and tit are grown on aat
land. Similarly, maize and bajra are grown
on homestead plots during the rains, and after

their harvest vegetables are grown in winter. -

Gharbari and aat land thus yield two crops 2
year. Rabi crops such as kandul, kating and
black gram, cereals such as ragi, koian, bajra,
jhari, kosala and gurji, and oil-seeds such as
gingelly are grown on dangar land. The
periods of sowing and harvest of various crops
are indicated in the table below.

Table'7

SOWING AND HARVIST

Name of crop Month of harvest

Month of sowing

t 2 3o,

Late paddy March and June  December

Early paddy June Septembel', .
Ragi May January ‘
Kosala May October

Kangu May  January

Gurji May August

Jhari May August

Kandul May January

Kating May January

Alsi . May November
Koian May November
Mustard September December
Black gram May January

Bajra ' May August

/

\ -

'{he table ‘shows that sowing and harvestu:ig
‘are, performed almost all the year rottlllrrl .
February, April and July arg the on}y. e'c
‘ﬁlonths when neither of these processes 1 per-

formed. Heavy rain falls.in July and brings

all agricultural activity to a halt. f{q}dst}a:;:
cultivated and prepared for sowing in 91‘ et
.months, including February and April. u
the farmers of Lakhrish labour all the yegllr
sound tS extract a meagre living from the soil.

. The land gets a lot of water and is
liab?«‘:9 to flood in July and August. La‘,;c
paddy is, thesefore, sown very early so that ﬁ%l
the time the floods come t!me-plants are su :
ciently tall tg survive. This is why paq y1 1:
,sown on bahal land in March. Thq par}xcu ;
variety of paddy seed sown takes a little ongl
thar usual to ripen. Though sown as €arly

as March it is hdrvested only in December.

40. The cultivators also take plenty (:g
interest in the bahal land. They n;an;retha
with cowdurig and remove weeds ﬂrlzr ]ana
growing crops. Paddy grown on otf r Jand
does not take sb long to mature nor is 1t % ndec
so carefully. Late paddy 1s alsg sown on e
and mal lard im June and is harvcf{;d g
November. This crop is locally called .

41. Early paddy is sown In June, ?e‘:it ?1:
it takes less time to ripen 1t 18 harves o
September.  This crop is locally Acaust-
“bhodei” after the month of Bhafiral;]( l;fted
September) when the crop 1S z;lrv earl);
Mustard is sown on aat land after t le)e carty
paddy is gathered and is harvested in
ber. Rabi crops are ar la :
May. ";hc sysi:cm of mixed croppgn‘g‘t 1sf r«z)r::1
ployed and harvesting continues, or(;gof oo
August up to January as the perl o
ing of the various crops varies. . du]1 an
jhari are harvested in August, kan

kating in January.

42, In bahal land the agr_icuﬁuns}t‘s iﬂil
rally prepare the paddy fields 1 arti:n, Apri
and May, and the sced is sown in Jue
Earlier, in May, they sow rabi seeds (:ed e
land with spades. Having harycs;j g
paddy in September, they grow mixe crops o
mustayd, til and other oil-seeds on 2

sown on dangar land in-

/Thereafter they go on harvesting various

' crops. y 7 ’
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43. As the other farming operations are
very few, in fact almost nothing, the agricul.
tural calendar in Lakhrish is really very primi-
tive, consisting of sowing for a month or two
and then harvesting. There is a good deal of .
underemployment in the village economy.
Agriculturists do not 'often- have a full day’s
work in th¢ir primary occupation even during
the busy season and are for the most part
completely idle in other seasons when they’
have no gainful jobs.

=,

44, Both wet and dry land, with the ex-
ception of dangar land, are tilled with tradi-
tional wooden ploughs. Paddy land is usual-
ly ploughed twice before the seed is sown.
The ploughed fields are levelled and the ridges
are repaired before sowing. This is done in
order to maintain a sufficient quantity of water
in the fields during the rains. Though men
and women both toil in the fields ploughing is
done by men alone. ~Women repair ridges
and level plots before sowing and perform
various operations subsequent to this.

45. Work generally starts about 8 O’clock
in the morning and ends about 3 O’clock in
the afternoon. People engaged in such field
work do not return home for the midday meal.
Food is taken by them to the fields when they
set out in the morning. After the dgy’s work
is done they eat in the fields and while return-
ing home collect firewood and leaves from the
nearby jungle.

46. Before sowing the agricqlturists of
Lakhrish observe certain ceremonies. The
Kandhas and Lohars observe similar practices
in this regard but the Doms have- dxﬁerept
ones. Improved seed is not much in use in
the area. Instead, agricultu_rlsts use ,thelr own
seed set aside from the previous year’s l.lar\(,est.
Curing of seeds .is upknqwn to the villagers.
Sowing by broadcasting 1is the_ practice and
transplantation of young plants is not done.

47. All the cultivated area ip the Yi!lgge
is rainfed. There are no irrigation fa.cxlmes,
and these are really not necessary as rainwater
is more than sufficient for the reqmrement§ "?f

A
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agriculture. But some minor irrigation pro-
jects may be feasible along the water channel
flowing through the village. Such works
would help ersure more even distribution of
water to the fields if:intensive cultivation is
undertaken.

48. The cultivators do not make much
use of manure. Chemical fertilisers have not
made any headway in the village.  Green
manuring is nof customary and cowdung is
0t widely used except on bahal land, where
it is spread on the ploughed fields before SOw-
ing, but evex}‘;bese applications are inadequate,
As weeding is restricted only to this type of
land, it is a sad sight to find rank wild grass
growing side by side with paddy, so much so

that it is often difficult to distinguish grass
from paddy.

49. Having thus completed the prelimi-
naries of agriculture, the cuktivators sit back
and wait for the harvest. No other operations
are undertaken in the meantime, except plant-
ing “karada” (Cleistanthus collinus) twigs to
ward off pests. Dusting and spraying of
chemical pesticides is rare, When the crops
ripen the cultivators harvest them and take the
ears of paddy to the threshing floor on their
heads or in slings. Women have a big hand

in gathering the harvest. On the threshin:j,_

floor grain is separated from straw by tread-

ing. This process is done by men atd,

bullocks. The tools and implements used by

the agriculturists areirepresented in the sketches
below., :

Agricultural implements N ’ o

50. “Nengel” is the traditional wooden
plough. Its blade, trunk and handle are made
of one piece of solid wood, usually from the
“saragi” tree. This wood is hardy but not t00
heavy. The plough blades used in the village
are much narrower than those used in villages
on the plains. The ploughshare fixed at the
end of the blade is quite sharp, and the blade

spears through the hard rocky soil, making’

grooves when drawn. The plough stilt at the
rear which the tiller grasps is manipulated
while making furrows. It serves as a sort of
steering wheel for the primitive and rud.lmen'
tary implement, powered by draught animals.

51. When in use the plough stilt is nearly
three feet above ground level. The plough
rod is a long separate piece of wood, roughly
circular, and fixed on the middle of the plank,
piercing it and bulging out oh the reverse side,
where it is tightened by a wooden peg. The

S apor
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1 a
Nengel 8. Daili

: N '] (134 d’) is
fod is normally eight feet long. * The “juad
°tied to the otl{er end of the rod “{h;i:‘ tlnlgggr.
This is carved out of a piece of straight's efour,
wood and is five feet long. There arend ur
" sticks fixed on the two ends of the rodl,) allocks
between these sticks the two drfiughtk 3 e
are-yol:ed with ropes round their necl s. The
'juad is narrow i the middle for a eng: x
four feet and is broader and thicker af fhe
eads, which rest on the shoulders o
bullocks. .

. 4 ]'
. Another wooden implement, 7" x

x -}S’z cal?eci the “mai” is used Paftlyltsetl’“’;‘;t
up the bigger sods and partly t°h§ o its
ploughed feld. Ropes are attacT; mai is
sides and atthched to the juad. c'i:oes not
‘quite heavy, and the p]oughma.ﬂ done on
stand on it as it moves, as 1S ot. how-
the plainé. This implement does nof, o
ever, break up the big peapt?e loughed
deposited at various pomts“m tl ”pis o
field. For this purpose 2 k“,r“ ."h breadth-
This is a wooden plank 2}’ to 3" high do of the
wise. Thete are two holes on eachdsxthese are
plank to whick ropes aré tied, an e reverse
stretched and tied to the juad. O'; " which
of the plank there.is a small handle % n which
the tiller exerts varying degrees Og,f"'
flatten the soil turned up in ploughing.

53. The “habini” is a thick iron rod point-

d
ed at one end and roundt?d at thelqth:;ra:e_
abeut 34’ long. With this thg cu nl\g:n o
moves the clods of earth. This 1q:ipes The
also used to dig pits and prepare I} ;50 kie used
“daili” is a small and slightly t:!ent f‘Ela”, the
to" uproot weeds in paddy fiel de fitted (o 2
sickle, has a serrated 1ron bla ;wo od which
smoothened and. polished piece O e “rafa”
serves as handle. The spade Is ¢2

soil.
and has a sharp cutting edge to ;zltls]toov:e and
Its iron blade is sharpened onha V;13 is a wood-
is roughly rectangular. The al;; blade at its
€n rod nearly 3’ long fixed on the duki and is
neck. The rafa is also called a kuland. The
8enerally used to cultivate danga:“ s of shrubs
ela is used to cut the tender })rancdebefore they
and other wild plants on this lan
are burnt. . ce
54, Cultivators attach m“;l.‘“ l;?g;sm;re
to dangar cultivation. The hi re than two
Cultivated consecutively for not mo -

years and then left fallow for four or five

years, during which sthall shrubs and tree:
grow on it. When the land is again taken ug
for cultivation this vegetation is cut and burm
during summer and fertilises the soil.

55. With the onset of the first fains the
surface soil s loosened with spad_es'and seeds
planted in grooves. Different varieties of seed
are sown ki the same area and various crops
grow together and ripen at different periods.
As a result if one crop, say “Jha.n”, is gathered
in August, another, “kating”, is harvested as

late in January. | =

56. Because they gather several crops
from the same field over a nl.}mber of. monﬂ!s
the agriculturists of Lakhrish consider this
type of cultivation much more profitable than
regular ploughed cultivation on ot_her' lanc}.
The gross produce from such cultivation is
low. but on the other hand the cost of culti-
vation and the time expended on it is also 10)»/.
On the whole this method of agqculture suits
the Kandhas.

57. Women play a large part in agricul-
tural activities and are not reluctant to perform
manual labour, which is m\.'esfed Wlth dxgm}y.
The former Gountia also toils in his fields with
the members of his family. Besides, agricul-
turists with fairly large holdings hire farm
hands. The picture of‘thg well-to-do peasant
maintaining his family in idleness and himself

* only supervising hired labourers is totally
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akhrish. On the other hand the
a?:fgtcefrz? rI;ndering and receiving help in
Sgr;cultural functions is prevalen.t. Ifamer§
often borrow implements frorq tht?lr neighours
during the peak period of .cultwauon and lend

others in turn.

58. Most of the agriculftuﬁs?s (f)f Lakh'ris:1

t maintain accounts of t eir farm opera-

:]ignz(z)tr l:f their income and expenditure. Ba};l

Jand yields nine to 10 maunds of lat? pa cyl

r acre per year. For the same period an,

peea berna and mal land yield nearly five,
rz:lraunds whereas aat land yields only thrge.

i i eeding is

Since some manuring and w /
d;g'{aken on bahal Jand the cost of farming
o h land is higher than that of other land and
?grks out at nearly Rs. 20 per acre per annufr

>
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The corresponding figure for the other three' ,

types of land mentioned above is only Rs. 12.
These compufations include the opportunity-
gost or alternative earnings of household labour
employed in agricultufe.

60. The actual money cost involved is
always small and is usually for paying the hire
of farm hands and buying implements like
spades. Cash for such .expendituss generally
comes out of a farmer’s savings or may be
“partly borrowed from a richer farmer. But
cash is more necessary to meet household ex-
penses durisz the peak period of cultivation
and other” processes of agriculture than for
meeting the expenses of agriculture itself.
Somie farmers therefore take advances against
their crops from traders and agree at the same
time on the price at which they will sell their
produce after harvest. Some cultivators also
borrow from merchants living in the village
or outside it on the understanding that princi-
pal and interest will be paid in kind after the
harvest. In such cases the moneylender re-

- covers his dues at the.prevailing market price.

L

If the lender lives away from the village the

farmer carries the produce to his house in
repayment.

61. But a large number of agriculturists
in the village do not follow these practices.
They generally store their produce in their
houses to sell it at what they consider an ap-
propriate time. Traders come to the village to
buy local produce and they move from housc
to house collecting it. The farmers generally
ascertain the rates prevailing in the neighbour-
ing markets before they dispose of their goods
through such transactions. If the traders do
not offer the prevailing market prices the

farmers take their produce to the markets for
sale.

62. The agriculturists do not, however,
sell all their produce at once but store at least
a part of the marketable surplus for sale later
when they need money for various purposes.
Accordingly on market days one finds males

“and females carrying baskets of paddy, rice and
pulses on their heads to the markets, and with
the proceeds of .the sales they buy household
articles of consumption such as oil, salt,
tobacco, sweets and dry fish and cloth. A
part of the suiplus produce is also exchanged

for goods taken'by vendors of the Dom commu*
nity from door to door. »

63. " There has not been much noticeabls’

change in the cropping pattern in recent years,
but some villagers have taken to growing
caulificwer, cabbage, potato and tomato,
mostly on gharbari land. These vegetavles

are also cultivated as a second crop on mal

and aat land. Tomatoes are also grown on
dangar land.

64. From the livestock statistics furnished
in Table VI of the Appendix, it is evident that
milch cattle are very few numbering only
twelve in the village. So villagers do not
engage themselves in preparation of dalry
products. The poultry birds are reared by
most of the households except those belong:
ing to Brahmin, Karan and Gauda cc_;mmum’
ties. A poultry unit with improved birds wa;
established here. 87 households had 2id
fowls. Only one Dom household is engag
in sale of buffaloes and bullocks in subsidary
capacity. ' '

65. The cattle get enough fodder in .t:e
village forests for which cess is realised d)t
the villagers. There are five cowherds mcl}:
ing two girls all belonging to Dom COmm“m.g’;
These cowherds are paid in term of gral

- annually. The rate of payment is 5 manas

(one mana equivalent to 4 standard seers)fg:
paddy or ragi for one buffalo, 3 manas. ¢
a bullock or a cow and 1} manas for a Sogt
or a sheep. Calves below 2 years are 1

charged for. The payment is made in instal-

ments but major portion is generally paid af
the time of harvest. Besides this fixed pag
ment they are also entitled to get 3 manas 10
paddy from every household. They a.:e
collect gundi peja (gruel) from respecun .
households every evening. Cowherd of O

r
hamlet is not allowed to tend cattle of anothe
hamlet.

66. A poultry sub-unit of the Community
Development Block is located here. It has s
good number of improved birds. Th'ﬁm .
attached to Mahila Samiti of the village. x-
€ggs are given biweekly to the weak and ?ﬁ
pectant mother who is a member of this Samlu:
This unit was started as a part of the Commo.
nity Development Block’s nutrition Pr
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. ramme. _ !
the villagers for improving the breed.

AIE Y

L] . ¢
. 67. No particular establishment is engaged

*» primarily in animal husbapdry. The cattle of

the area are of poor breed and the people
have, not taken any step in improving the
cattle wealth of the village. There s a vetern;
nary dispensary at Kashipur for the trqatmeﬁl
of *diseases of cattle and for improving the
breed. The assistant veterinary surgeon reg};x-
larly visits the village for treatment. thg
villagers do not generally_ carry the_catt ed_-
dispensary for impregnation with high pedi
gree bull,

68. Fish* breeding was not practised in
' Lakhrishfand the villagers used to catch ﬁ;h
from the nullahs and paddy fields durmlg( 1t1 eS
rainy season. Lately, however, a fish tank ha
been constructed with a grant from the ;on;ls-
munity development block. The tar(; o
managed by the grama panchayat, at:) he
villagers can .now buy fish almost all the gc
round. In. the village 2 Kandha and 2 Dom
households are engaged in selling of fish in
subsidiary capacity. ‘

Improved birds are distributed to.

1. Tangi

)

_ /Forestry

b ]
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69. The village has 30-5 acres of forests,
This is technically known as “village forest”
and is utilised to the full to meet the daily
requirements for tooth-sticks, leaves for cups
and plates, fuel and timber for building and
‘other purposes. The forest also provides
various kinds of fruit, roots, tubers, edible
leaves, bakiboo, thatch grass and siali creepers
for ropemaking. Mahua flowers and seeds
and kusum seeds are also collected in large’
quantities. Mahua flowers are used to pre-
pare cakes and to brew liquor. “~~€0me are also
sold in the neighbouring markets. °

70. Oil is extracted from mahua and
kusum seed. This oil is used to massage the
body as well as for cooking. The villagers
also collect honey from the forest. For mak-
ing use of the forest for these manifold pur-
poses the villagers pay a cess. Hunting of
birds and animals is conducted occasionally
by the villagers and for this purpose they use
“tangi” (axe), “aam” (arrow), “-bxll”_ (bow) and
“gagada” (knife). These hunting implements
are shown below.

4. Gagada



71, There are reserved forests beyend the'

village limits managed®and controlled by.the
State Forest Department. There are various
species of valliable trees in these forests and
the villagers are forbidden to exploit them
without a licence. Timber is obtained frqm
them for house construction under permits
obtained from the forest range officers nearby.
Coupes are auctiohed annually byqthe Forest
Department. 'Phose cOupes are “held and
Wworked by contractors. .

72. There is no particular establishment
in the villag&or utilsing forest produce. The
tribal people of the village gather such produce
only as a subsidary occupation to eke out
their earnings from other sources. Forest pro-
duce so gathered is sold in the neighbouring
markets. Sometimes traders come to the
village to buy it.

Income and expenditure *

73. Table VII in the Appendix shows the
distribution of households according to occu-
pation and income. Of the 96 cultivator
households four earn less than Rs. 25 a month,
74 between Rs. 26 and Rs. 50, 16 between
Rs. 51 and Rs. 75 and 2 between Rs. 76 and
100. No cultivator earns more than Rs. 100
a month. The monthly income of the three
trader households is between Rs. 26 and
Rs. 50. Viewed incomewise, nine households
in all earn below Rs. 25 a month, 96 house-
holds between Rs. 26 and Rs, 50, 21 between
Rs. 51 and Rs. 75, 3 between Rs. 76 and
Rs. 100, and only one household above Rs. 100

a month. The last named household is that
of the Grama sevika.

1,

74. Except the four households in the
two higher-income groups the others spend a
very substantial part of their earnings on food.
Table VIII in the Appendix indicates the ex-
penditure pattern of these households, The
nine earning Rs. 25 or less a month spend

Rs. 17 to Rs. 18 on food and only Rs. 2 to
3 on other items.

75. Expenditure on food ranges from
Rs. 24 to Rs. 35 and ‘that on other items
from Rs. 3 to Rs. 11 -among the 96 house-
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holds in the next group earning between Rs. 25,
and Rs:50. In this group, the three trader
households sperd most on food and least on.
other items. These three households accord:
ingly appear worst' off in this group.

76. The four households listed under othcl: ,
working services spend less on food and mor¢
on other items and are accordingly the best O
people in this income group. ’

77. In the next group expenditure on food
varies from Rs. 43 to Rs. 47 a month whereas
that on other items is from Rs’ 5 to Bs. 26.
The houschold listed under other working ser-
vices appears to enjoy the highect standa‘rd ]
living in this group as it spends on other ltel?is
more than half what it spends on food. T :
is the household of the Brahmin saiesmdn ©
the fair price shop.

78. Next to this household the 16 cx}ltsl;
vator households spend Rs. 44 on food 8831““_
Rs. 13 on other items. The economic “i:ss
being of these households is probably v
than that of the four households in qthcr Wfl)f ol
ing services in the income group just belo py
who spend Rs. 11 on other items while spelllds
ing only Rs. 24 on food. The two househou
of agricultural labourers in this income group
are probably worst off economically.

79. Again, the household in other WUﬂ:
ing services of the group between Rs. 76 a%
Rs. 100 has the highest standard of livi 1%
among the three households in the grOUP-d ing
spends Rs. 51 on other items while spen ls&
only Rs. 34 on food. The other two hO;’wn
holds spend much less on other items tthe
they spend on food. The household of .
Grama sevika in the highest income 8f°h£
spends Rs. 39 on food and nearly double t
amount on other items.

80. Two points thus emerge from this
study of the village expenditure pattern. ¢
the whole those employed in other ‘V‘?"k;:g
services are among the best off people 1n
village. This is why many parents indicat n
such services as the employment aspiratio
for their sons. Secondly, the proportion ©
income spent on food decreases as total if*

;jcbme rises. ) This trend is discernible in Lakh- ,

i ike Si i i in Koraput
risk. Unlike Sikhapali (a village in
district dealt with in another monograph), the,

people of Lakhrish are not living below sub-

M?:t Out of 130 households 43 households
(331 per cent) are in debt. Th:: com.mux.lity-
wise distribution and extent of ‘debt is given
in the following table.

82. It is clear from the above tablemt(l::;
extent of indebtedness is 51-1 per cent Iziohars
the Doms, 333 per cent among the e
and 24-3 per cent among the Kandhl?s. Among
the. Kandhas 4 households have ta e;l an of
Rs. 20 and below; 11 from Rs. e
and 3 from Rs. 51 to 100. Among

"sistence level. ’ .
A R * Table 8
NS . EXTENT OF INDEBTEDNESS COMMUNITYWISE
A . ’ i
= - Householis under debt.in the range of
&~ * ¢ A —
Total Number Percentage — n Remarks
Moo, OfHouse- ofCol 3 p 20 Re 21 RSl Rs 101
Community House-  “hoidsin toCol.2  Rs. 2 to fo and
holds debt below Rs. 50 Rs. 100  aboy
3
6 7 8 9
4 5
1 2 3
) 3 —
T 4 18 243 4 H
Kandha 7 6 9 5 3
a » 23 511
Dom s 45 _ 1 —
6 2 333 1
Lohar . _ _ —
Karan 2 o . . — - —
Brahmin y - _ . — —_ —
Ghasi * 1 - . — — —
Gauda 1 -
h - -

Doms 6 households took loan of Rs. 20 and
below ; 9 between Rs. 21 and 50 ; 5 between
Rs. 51 and 100 and 3 of Rs. 101 and .above.
The position of indebtednes§ in r.elatxon to
income-groups has been furnished in the fol-
lowing table.

Table 9
. INDEBTEDNESS BY INCOME GROUPS
f Average indebted- Total amount
- . of Households Percentage O ness for Rouse- of debt
Thma;elﬁgidgf NO- %in debt Col. 310 Col. 2 e Tor e
Income group ou "
—_ T, 4 5 ‘ 6
2
] o
) 2 333 Rs. 20.00 ll:: 1:(3) ')‘
¢ 5 333 Re 9536 Rs. 775
Rs. 20 & below 15 " 264 Rs. § Rs. 745
Rs. 21 to0 30 53 8 40-9 Rs. 41:39 Rs. 354
ﬁs. 31to 40 44 : 4 50-0 Rs. 88:50 -
8. 41 to 60 8 _ - -
Rs. 61 1o 80 3 - _ — -
Rs. 81 10 100 " -
Rs. 101 & over 331 Rs. 4784 Rs. 2,067
Total 130 -t P
-
e ————— ? ?
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83. From this table it is evident that 5(
per cent of households in the income-group
Rs. 61 to Rs. 80 are under debt, the average
andebtedness per household being Rs. 88-50.
The income group of Rs. 41 to 60 has the
indebtedness of 40-9 per cent of households
with average indebtedness of Rs. 41-39. 1In
the both income-groups of Rs. 20 and below
and Rs. 21 to 30 the pqrcer\tage of households
in debt is 33-3"with the average indebtedness

~ of Rs. 20 and Rs. 28-60 respectively. 26-4

per cent of households in the income-group of

Rs. 31 to 4Q.is indebted with average indebted-
ness of Rs. 55:36. None of the households

in the income-groups of Rs. 81 to 100 and
Rs. 101 and above is under debt.

84. Of the 43 households in debt, 15
took loan from the Agricultural Credit Co-

operative Socfety, Kashipur of which they dre
members. The amount of loan such obtained
is Rs. 515/- at the rate of interest of 4} per cent

per annum. The remaining 28 households .

obtained loan from private money-lenders of
Kashipur. Rayagada and Sikarpai. The rate
of interest from money-lenders is as high s
50 per cent per annum. The'loans in terme O
cash and kind are taken from privatz moaev-
lenders and during the survey only 2 house-
holds took grain in loan for consumption. In
1961 no person took paddy loan from Grain
Golla Co-operative Society at Kashipur as they
were not the members. The private money-
lenders advance loans against security or they
mortgage ornaments and metal utensils. The

following table gives an idea of the purpose
of loan. '

Table 10
INDEBTEDNESS BY CAUSE OF DEBT

" Cause

i

Propdrtion ;)f deu;.bf

Number of families use to
Amount of debt in debt ‘g:: mum of debt
1 2 3 4
(3) Purchase and improvement of land Rs. 270 3 131
(b) House construction or irs to existin
building e ¢ Rs. 170 2 82
(c). Marriages Rs. 180 . 2 87
(d) Funeral — — e
(¢) To give dowry — —_— —
(D To clear out standing debty — — — ,
(g) Sickness ' - — -
(h) Ordinary wants Rs. 282 " 137
() Household cultivation Rs. 1,130 24 548
(i) Industry run by hoasehold —_ —_ —
(k) Business run by household Rs. 25 i 12
Toual Rs. 2,057 43

L]

85. It is seen that out of the total amount
.of debt of Rs. 2,057 an amount of Rs. 1,130
or 54-8 per cent was taken for household cultj-
vation which includes purchase of bullocks ;
Rs. 282 or 13-7 per cent for meeting ordinary

J—

wants, Rs. 270 or 13-1 per cent for land pur-
chase and its improvement; Rs. 180 or 87
per cent for marriages ; Rs. 170 or 8-2 per cent
for house construction and Rs. 25 or 1-2 per

cent for business.
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’ * CHAPTER 1V

SOCIAL LIFE AND VILLLAGE ORGANIZATION

Population R | h

‘*Thc population of Lakhrish in 1961, w57e4n
tiie” present survey was conducted, was s.
It was 488 at the time of the 1951 Census.
There has thus been an increase of ?6 perlsggf
in a period of ten years. [Figures prior to X
are not available. This gives Lgkhnsh ]a an
of 1-76 per gent annual increase in popt::l ?t;) is:
which is representative of the Kalahandi
trict in which the village is situated.

2, The density of population for sic]}i
village, 580 pers square mile. 15 VCI)I'J .
higher than that of the subdivision . m;ﬁi)
square mile). district (195 per squar T ire
and State (275 per square milc). The pre fo
on land has .been so heavy that the peOPOf
have cleared and are cultivating the slopes
the surrounding hills.

3. During the ten years 1951-196] Laklhr;
rish has had+232 births and 144 deaths. ]
the table of births and deaths shown b;; ob\:;
for five years, from 1957 to 1961. xt’wn o
seen that the birth rate has been al_mpst staTh .
while the death rate has been decl'mmg.s8 ancel
relatively large number of deaths 1n 1 ne
1959 was due to epidemics of cholera a
smalipox.

Table 11
BirTit AND DEATH

»

—

No. of deaths

Year No. of births
1 2 3
T 9
1957 32
1958 25 24
3
1959 28 . 30
) 1
1960 35 !
8
1961 22
e ———
82
’\TOTAL 141
—————
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4. The population of Lakhrish has not
varied much in the decade. Duripg this
period four households of Doms, consisting of
16 persons, emigrated. Two.households left ]
the village in 1951~after their houseg burnt
down in an accidental fire. One family pur-
chased land in Maskaguda villa"ge\,) 30 miles
away, and settled there. T_he ’fourth l?om
family migrated to Sarambai village, within
the jurisdiction of Kashipur Police Station,
where its members are working as labourers.
Acainst this migration six families of 14 mem-
bers came into the village during the te{l years.
Four of these came on government service, and
they are transients. One family of Doms and
another of the Ghasi community immigrated
during the present generation. Another
household of Doms and one of th;: Lohar
comrﬁunity immigrated one generation ago.
There has been no other immigration during
the last five generations. The 74 households
of Kandhas. 43 of Doms and 5 of Lopars
immigrated to Lakhrish about ﬁvc' generations
ago. “The village itself ‘may be said to be not
more than five generations old.

5. There are 301 females to 273 males.
In 1951. there were 238 fel-nal.es to 250 males.:
The reverse in the sex ratio in the course of
a decade is explained b)f more fer:nale chx_ld-
births, more boys than girls marrying outside
the village, thus bringing more 'females than
males into the village, emigration of more
males than females, and’ more females than
males coming with the six immigrant house-
holds. The ratio of females to males works
out to 1.102 females for every 1,000 males
which compares with l,QlS, 1,023 and 1915
for the subdivision, district and State respec-
tively. Marriage takes place at an early age.
Almost all persons above 25 years are married.:
None of the villagers is dlvorced or separated.

Types of family

6. The family structure in the village
shows that the majority of them are of simple

3
3



type consisting of a married couple and theis
unmarried children. The percentage of family
under this type is 66 per cent. The interme-
#diate type of family consisting of married
couple and unmarried brother, sister and one
of the parents records 16-2 per cent of the total
number of families. The joint family consist-
ing of married couple with married son is 5-4

[

per cent of the total number. There are caf-
tain fanilies which do not come under atove
categories have been put under other types

which records 123 per cent of the totel

number.

7." The following table gives the nature
of family on the basis of caste apd tribe. -

: ' Table 12
TyPes OF FAMILY BY CASTE AND TRIBE

Types of families living in the households

) Total number p — . Remarks
Caste[Teloe of households Simple Intermediate Joint Other
"

1 2 3 4 s 6 T
Kandha 74 s5 10 3 6
Dom 45 27 8 3 7
Ghasi 1 ! = o -
Lohar 6 2 3 t -
Karan 2 - - -~ 2
Kar, 1 - - _ i
Brahmin 1 1 - - -

el A
Total 130 86 2 7 16

—

From the above table the simple type of
family dominates over the other types. Among
the Kandhas out of 74 households 74-3 per
cent is of simple type, while among the Doms
60 per cent of their households belong to this
category. The only household of Ghasi and
_Brahmin also come under this type. How-
ever, 33:3 per cent of the total Lohar house-
holds have been recorded as of simple type.

8. Among the Lohars, however, 3 house-
holds are of intermediate type out of which
two families consis{ of married couple with

unmarried children and widow mother whereas .

the other family consists of married couple
with unmarried brother and widower father.
Among the Kandhas 13-5 per cent (10 house-
holds) has been recorded under intermediate
type. A majority of them falling under this
type (8 households) consists of married couple
‘with unmarried children and widow mother
while one household consists of married couple
with unmarried children and widower father
and the remaining one family is composed of
marfied couple with unmarried brother and
widow mother. The Doms, however, on the

other hand record 17-8 per zent ‘8 househOld’;t
under intermediate type. The family composts
tion of this type among the Doms represent g
5 such households with married couple. t:‘;le
unmarried children and widow mother. 1
two houscholds of the Doms consist of mar?
couple with unmarried children and widower
father and the remaining one has ma_mw
couple with unmarried brother and wido
mother.

9. The number of joint familics 13 lthe:
lowest in comparison to other types of f“m'h' "
recorded in the village. Among the Kand ':s
and the Doms there are only 6 such famili
having 3 each community while Lohar m'o'nt
one under this type. In all the cases the joi
family consists of married couple with \;‘n;
married children and a married son and hi
wife.

10. The total number of famili== falling

under the other type is 16. The majority "
them (13) belong to Kandha and Dom comm

nity having 6 and 7 housecholds respectively: |

The other important feature is that the Kl!ild‘;
and Gauda are having 2 and 1 househol
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children to school regularly.

»

e&pectively which come under this type only.

Ths' family of the Karan and Gauda is uni-

. U .
tember who are living in the village alci)cr;e
being posted here in Government service.

mong the. Kandhas two households whtlg;
come under this type consist of one mél’;l1 o
edch who arc widows, while one hqusc l‘:il-
cach consiting of widow with unrparr:cqlg o
dren’; married couple with unmarried childr .
ahd a widow daughter-in-law and her chﬂdl(’iel(l) f
married couple with the brother of the hf'izcll °
the household and his wife with their c}.n l’; s
There is one more such househg]d which ':d
been treated under this type consists (?f }T?’mln
couple with tigpendent mother and fa:hg i)ead
this case the parents arc dependent t}(:- * oo
of household who is the earner. The ¢ o
sition of the family is that of othfr ty:‘; ouse.
a joint family. Among the Doms fo n ilv. the
hold of a widow is a unm!ember amllly;ving
other households are having the follo
composition : . .
,;_) "Ma?rieli couple with uqmamcd cousin
brother and a widow sister

Married couple with widow mother
and sister’s-daughter

2

- .
3. Widow with unmarried children €
houscholds)

4. Marricd couple with unmarried .szlld'
ren and wife’s brother and his wi

5. Married couple with unmarried child-
ren and daughter’s son

Literacy and education

11. The lower primary school Wasd‘(‘)’:;‘r;“i_
in 1956 in a building constructed at Gover®
ment cost.  The school’s running c;(tpehas one
also paid by the Governmerl | Tyiles in
teacher who belongs to Kashipur bu
Lakhrish.

12. At the time of the survey tfh:,}l:g:ble;
of pupils was 58 boys and girls. ond 6 boys
boys and 4 girls were Kandhas 13 boys and
and 2 girls Doms. Two Lohar yularly.
one girl also attended school, but not rc‘i:igng o
In spite of the free distribution of rt_:::al s oils
writing materials and clothes to tri

: ine = in sending their
the villegers show little interest lx}];jen the free

‘ Jsupp]y of milk has no:bt brought abou? any
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improverhent. 0

13. In 1951 not a single’ villager was
recorded as literate because there was no
school in the village and nobody sent h)xg Chll.d-
ren to the school at Kashipur. During its
seven-year existence the school has produced
one female literate of lower primary standard.

14. Table IX in the Appendix shows five
male and one female literales'. Four males -
and one female are of lower primary standard
while one male is of higher se.condwy standard.
Communitywise, one male is a Kahdha, an-
other male and a female Karans, one male
is a Brahmin and two others Gaufias. Thus
the contribution of the school to literacy and
education is negligible. The .Kandha _boy,
after completing his studies in the village
school. was sent to an ashram sghoo'l at
Gorakhpur situated in .the same pohc_:e juris-
diction. He found it difficult to remain there
as he had never been away from home be_fore.
His stay at the ashram scho'ol' was §hort11ved,
and on returning home he joined his parents
in cultivation.

15. Although many children are enrolled
as students in Lakhrish every year the majority
attend school for only a few days, and their
names are then struck off the roll.  The adults
are also not interested in educa}tlon. A mgh.t
school was opened for them in 1960', but it
closed after some months because pupils were

lacking.
Social legislation and reforms

16. Being illiterate,. the_ vil}agers are
generally unaware of social legislation and re
forms introduced by the» Central and StateA
Governments. So long.as such reform§ are
not imposed on them it would be futile to
expect them to derive any ad\(antage.from sucp
measures. Untouchability still persists, but it
is not as rigorous as it was a decade ago.
Previously, whoever acc1dentallx touc}}ed a
Dom or a Ghasi used to bathe immediately.
Now too, nobody willingly touches a member
of these communities, but if by c!)ance a person
of another community comes in touch with
one he is not requllired to purify himself. The
Doms and the Ghasis gre uot allowed to.draw
water from the village wells, byt Dom childrép

.
A



are allowed to sit with other children al
school. # '

Religious beliefs and practices

17. The Kandhas worship Grama Devati,
the goddess of the village, Bima the goddess
of the home, and other female deities such as
Khandual, Sat Bhaen (seven sisters), Kandul

Boja, Jinaand Duma. Except Ggama Devati
and Khandual ihey have no physical form.

18. All are worshipped as home deities
in every household. Grama Devati is given the
shape of twg wooden pillars, each about three
feet high, and Kandual a heap of stones near
the thatched shed called gudi. Tentulipara
and Godampara have separate Grama Devatis.
Khanduals and gudis.

19. Gudis are meant for the assembly of
people during fairs and festivals, but no wor-
ship takes place there. Grama Devatis are
located in the open. The Doms hare no
religious institutions of their own, but they
believe and take part in the worship of some
of the deities of the Kandhas.

20. The *Kandhas and the Doms, mei§
particularly the former, believe in malevelent
and betnevolent spirits which are said to be
the cause of suffering or happiness to hqman
beings and cattle.” These spirits are believed
to bring about death, disease, accident or loss
of property. The villagers arc also 'strong
believers in the powers of desaris and gury
mais, who are said to be the chosen agents of
gods and spirits and bestowed with the powef
to detect malevolent forces and drive them
out. Some desaris and gurumais are greatly
feared in the belief that they have powers of
life and death and can cause harassment in
any way they like with their maptras. They
can also cause depredation by ‘turning them-
selves into tigers or snakes.

21. The spirit of a dead person is called
“duma”. There are differen: kinds of dum&z
some malevolent, others benevolent. It 15 sal
that dumas in the shape of human beings
attack men, women and children. They ar
said to be jet black in complexion, with large
eyes, big teeth and dishevelled hair. Wheﬂh‘
malevolent duma engers a person’s body the
victim suffers from loose motions and vomit:
ing. A desari is immedia‘ely called to dnve
away the duma. The desari chews the roots
of certain plants and while chanting mantras
spits the chewed pieces on the victim. -
other kind of root is given to the victim to b
worn as a chain round his neck. The relatves
of the victim also vow to sacrifice a fowl or 8
goat before the village deity.

22. *“Bagha duma" is the spirit of a person
killed by a tiger. This spirit is said to b€
mischievous, as it takes the shape of a hare
jackal or monkey and rolls rocks down from
hilltops and shakes the branches of trees 0
frighten human beings. Bagha dumas entef
human bodies and cause stomach disorders-
A desari detects such a spirit by puttiﬂg_ grain$
of rice into a bowl of water while uttering the
names of various dumas.

23. If g grain of rice floats when he utters
a particular name he holds this particulaf
bagha duma responsible for the trouble
drives it away in the following manner. The
victim is scated on the floor, completely
covered with a cotton sheet. Under the sheet
a mixture of wax from his ears, the seeds of 8

~

' ith orts
tree called “araka” and leaf plates with of
}Seburnt. The desari chants mantras and spits

ut the chewed roots of plants on the victim,

after which another root is tied round his neck

“as a protection from further evil.

24. “Ghungi Pevati”, also known ask
“Kaiisundari”, resides on mango and jac
tress. This spirlt generally attacks persons
whq are destined to die soon. The spirt enter;
the body, causes bleeding from the nose, an
twists the neck of its victim. _T.he gurumai 1is
called upon to exercise the spint. .Seateid %t;
a new winnowing fan, she sifts grains ot It y
by hand, and in this process she works hers:l
into a trancs and asks the spirit to leave the
victim. !

25. The spirit announces through tl;:
gururaai a. desire to eat the flesh of goqts]
fowls and sacrifices are made a<_:cordmgt g'e
The gurumai pours water from a Jug onhree
victim three times with a ladle. Two of ;d ¢
grains of rice are soaked in water and fix olc
his forehead.” Ghungi Dev'at{s are f'ganin
spirits, and it is believed that it 1s very di c.ve
to drive one away and that few people survi
a, visitation by one of them.

26. Kandul Boja which appears mnthiz
shape of a tiger, is venerated as a god i
worshipped once a year, Int the mon.ﬁ
Phalgun. Pigeons and fowls are sz;;:r} «d
any Saturday or Sunday of the mont n:‘ an
open place by the villagers. If the an al
sacrifice is not done in time the god attac
and destroys human beings and cattle.

~27. Smallpox is considered the vxsltat;;l;
of a goddess. On the third day the 8;“':‘ the
is called and she performs worship “l')‘ eanas
cot on which the patient is lying with ban: so
coconuts, milk and incense. The gurumai a o
VOWs o sacrifice animals or birds to propitia
the deity.

28. About a week later the _Pauc“‘th‘ss
bathed in turmeric water. After six mon hs
Wwhen all. the patients of the village h;ve o
Covered completely from the disease, ! G;fp of
mised sacrifices are made on beha h
individual sufferers on a small platform Wi

‘2 leaf canopy made of twigs from the jamu

and bael trees. The ceremony is performed
on the vutskirts of the village.
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29. Cholera is known as “Mardi” and

/

" cattle disease as “Khurg,” and these are be-

lieved to be caused by a spirit called Sat
Bhaen. Vows are made for the recovery of
the afflicted and birds or animals are sa.c:l_'iﬁced
later by the jani in the name of th_e spirit any
Saturday on the outskirts of the village.

30. Fevers, headaches and other common
diseases are,also said to be caused by spirits.
No medicine is administered or worship per-
formed during the first three days of _t!le .
ailment. On the fourth day the gurumai visits
the patient and identifies the _troublesome
spirit merely by examining the haad of the
sufferer or by counting rice in a winnowing
fan. The patient is asked to make a vow, after
which the gurumai blows air from h_er moutp
over his body. On recovery the patient sacri-
fices a goat or a fowl in fulfilment of the
VOW.
31, The Kandhas have some superstitions
with regard to lagna, the ti'me of birth.' Whe-
ther the moment is auspicious or not is deter-
mined by a desari through a study of the stars.
Birth during Baradoin Lagna is considered
inauspicious. Persons born at this time are
destined to die an unnatural death,. caused
generally by tigers, snakes or other wild crea-
tures. But attempts are made to change such
a fate through the intervethon of a desari,
who performs worship fqr this purpose at some
rocky place near the village.

32. He draws nine adjacent rectangles
with rice flour on a large stone slab, plac.f‘
an egg, a chicken and an egrthen lamp on this
space and covers them' with a new bamboo
basket. This functiqn 1s_held on a Satuq:iay
evening. Next morning, if tpe puja materials
are found intact, a pig is sacrificed at the same
place by the desari, \!VhO at the same time
chants mantras appealing to the animals not
to attack the child concerned.

33. If the chicken is found missing a tfgpr
is believed to have visited th_e §pot by night
and eaten it. In this event it is bgyond th.e

wers of the desari to save the child. It is.
doomed to be killed by a tiger sooner or later,
and only extra precautions can be taken to
prolong its life as long as possible.

34. The most popular belief relates t6 the
almost supernatural powers §upposed to, be,
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exercised by desaris and gurumais. It is said
that 'they can turti jnto tigers by rubbing
against anthil's, and then attack human beings
and cattle. Such activities of wicked desaris
and gurumais who are also called “pangunias,”
are thwarted with the help of good desaris
perfornung worship in lonely places.

35. All the village folk are scared when
they learn that a man or woman js pangunia.
Such a person is thouglit capable of doing al-
., most anything, particularly harmful deeds,
including death, through the supernatural
powers he has mastered. These evil arts are
acquired , tfough the practice of ascetic
exercises, followed by sacrifices, under the
guidance of a guru. Pangunias are at times
engaged by some persons to take revenge on
their adversaries.

36. Clay images of the persons concerned
are set up at lonely spots on the banks of rivers
or streams and animal or bird sacrifices arc
performed before them. A thorn or iron nail
is then stuck into the foot of the image. As
a result of these observances it is believed that
the person concerned will die sooner or later
unless they are detected and counter-measures
taken through a powerful pangunia or bene-
volent desari. There is, however, little chance
of survival if the pangunia performs the cere-
mony after planting a banana tree near the
image.

37. Pangunias are also believed to be
capable of causing slow death and various
diseases. They distribute philtres called
“mohini,” especially to young men and women,
8o that they may fall in love with each other.

38. The Kandhas wear amulets round
their necks to ward off bad dreams such as
attacks by tigers and encounters with evil
spirits. A gurumai sacrifices a fowl before
the village deity and presents the amulets,
made of hollowed aluminium, capper. iron or
silver and purchased in the nearby markets,
in which the roots and leaves of beneficent
plants are placed. The plants from which
~ these roots and leaves are obtained are known
only to the gurumai.  Some also wear tiger
claws round their waists because they are said
to be efficacious in combating the evil eye.

39. The Kansi,l;gl\ éven now resort to the
following methods to™detect crime, generally

theft. A desari asks each member of ,a
suspected household for a grain of rice, and
drops the grains one at a time into a bowl
of water in the presence of the vitlagers. '
any grains float on the water the guilt of thg
houepold is considered proved, but nobod.y
is specifically named or identified by, this
method. The head of the household I
however, compelled by the villagers to return
the stolen articles or, in case this cannoi h2
done, pay compensation equal to their value.

40. Another method is also employed to
detect a thief. The owner of the stolen goods
goes 1o a desari with some rice in a leaf cup
and an anna. The desari draws on the floor
a figure roughly representing the mult.lphca'
tion sign and places some grains of rice OF
cach of the four corners. He then meditates
for some time and finally gives the sex and
approximate age of the thief but not his name.
The owner of the stolen goods is instruct
to spread particulars of the theft in the village.
These steps are sometimes successful as the
stolen articles are left secretly fear the house
of the owner or at some other place.

41. The Kandhas are generally "“‘hfu'
and attach much importance to the sqnctlty
of oaths. Only under very painful circum-
stances do they avoid giving direct answers.
A Kandha will court death touching a tiger
skin rather than tell a lie.

42.  Fruits and other agricultural crops.ar®
considered gifts of God. Offerings from a new
harvest are made to the household goddess
before the family consumes any part of it. The
villagers have festivals for eating new 8"’“;&
vegetables and fruits. It is believed that
new grain is eaten without an offering to ‘.h.:
goddess, she will be displeased and will vis!
discase and misfortune on thc village as 2
whole or on the erring household.

Commiunity festivals

43. Some festivals observed in thi.s vnlla.xl:
and some others observed at Kashipur in whic
the people of Lakhrish take part are descri
below.

44. Chait parab is observed on the last

Thursday of Chaitra by the Kandhas. The

preceding Wednesday all their houses 1:;
cleaned and clothes washed. Rice is cook

4nd curry ‘prepared with new red gram and
" bean. Some households also prepare fish and
mutton dishes. These preparations arg offered
.;fo the home deities and then eaten by the
.members of the household. In the afternoon
some villagers plant two banana shoots %nd one
simuli trec in front of the village gud. The
~trees are lanted in a row and earthen altar is
constructed round them by girls. They deco-
rate the trees and the altar with rice flour,
powdered red earth and charcoal. The Kan-
dhas drink liquor and dance around the altar
singing. Drums are played during the dance:
The jani offars red gram, beans and mangoes
to the village deity, and th;n these eatables
are consunted by the gathering.

*Am Nuakhai .

45. Am Nuakhai is the Dom festival for
eating new mangoes. It is held any Tuesday
in Baisakh. Every household sacrifices a he-
goat or a buffalo near the village deity. If
a goat is to be sacrificed the head of the hous!e-
hold fasts five days. In the case of a puﬁaho
the périod,of fasting is nine days, including tti ?
day of the festival. At the time of sacri CS
the Doms drink liquor and feast on ricc an
‘Mmutton curry.

- rate Bali Jatra on
46. The Kandhas celebrate Bal Ja
the last Sunday of Baisakh. Nine days be-
fore the festival unmarried girls collect basket§
ef soil near the village deity. Seven ba}skct(s;
are placed under the shade of the gudi an
sown with bean sced and rcgul.arly watcre:d
On the seventh day a platform is construct
Rear the gudi. Miniature ploughs and a);qs
are fashioned out of simuli wood by each C;(l ttl.;
vator on the cighth day. The seven baske ‘
in which the bean seeds have germmaled 'Iz'll:"
placed on the platform on the ninth day.  1he
ploughs and axes are sanctified by the ]an:i.
ch cultivator takes a plough, an axeé ant
some germinated seeds. Some seeds arc sc«;iI -
tered round the village and the rest in the
Paddy fields. After this festival farmers sc;lw
paddy on dry land. On this occasion ;yei
Kandhas prepare cakes of rice flour and ot r
delicacies to go with them. They drink liquo
and dance near the gudi at night.

47, On the third Wednesday of Ashadh.
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, Kandha girls gather ragi plants and tak? them
on a plate to the house'of the gountia. All
the Kandha cottages are cleaned on this day.
The following Thursday, aboat noon, thrge
married women and some unmarried girls
carry the plate containing the ragi plants from
house to house accompanied by males beating
drums. Females in every household sacrifice
fowls before the sacred plants and offer in-
cense. Tne plate ia finally. brought to the
cudi. In the evening the villagers sacrifice
a he-goat before the deity. The ragi plants’
are then distributed among the farmers, who
plant them in their fields. After this festival
the Kandhas eat new grain-rice, kosala, ragi
and vegetables like pumpkins and yams.
Siali leaves are burnt in every household in
the belief that evil influences are warded off.
Bhajias and muas of kangu and rice are pre-
pared in every household. Liquor is drunk
and dancing contit/lues till late at night.

48. The Kandhas say that this festival
is their ‘“nabanna” for eating new grain.
Nabanna is also observed in other parts of the
State. The word means ‘“cating new grain.”

49. The Doms observe Nabanna any
Tuesday in Bhadra when the early paddy is
harvested. They clean their houses and wash
their clothes on this chosen day. New grain
cooked in fresh earthen pots is offered to the
household gods and everybody drinks: From
this day the Doms eat only new grain.

Dasahara

50. Dasahara is not observed in Lakhrish.
But most of the villagers go to Kashipur to -
witness this festival held in the temple of. the
goddess Manikeswari. The I.(andhas sacrifice
fowls and pigeons at the gudi, the da): before
Dasahara. The villagers su_spend their w(ork
and spend the day in a holiday mood drink-
ing. In the evening some prominent Kargha
males take fruit, vcgetabl;s and a he-goat to
the temple of Manikeswari, the godd-ess of the
former zamindar. The goat is sacrxﬁced.and
the villagers spend the night at Kashipur.
Next morning the carcass of a goat t!xat has
been sacrificed and one rupee are given to
them. A piece of ted cloth is also presented

to the leader. The :noney is spent on d .n’ :

R
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carcass is qarried back to Lakhrish
::: ctlih:tribmed among the villagers.

Diali ¢

* §1. The festival called Diali is observed
only by the Doms on the new moon day of
Kartika. * Nine days earlier the unmarried
girls in each household collect earth and con-
struct an altar upon which nine small bamboo
baskets filled with soil are placed’ in a line.
Bajra seeds are allowed to germinate in the
‘baskets and turmeric water is sprinkled on
them daily. On new moon day the head of
the household wears clean clothes after a bath
and sacrifices a fowl in the kitchen in the name
of the house god. Cakes are prepared in
every household, and there is a drinking and
feasting. :

52. The next day pigs or goats are sacri-
ficed before the deity in every household and
time is spent in further drinking and feasting.
The following day the baskets containing the
germinated bajra seeds are brought into the
courtyard. Unmarried girls carrying pitchers
full of water on their heads move around the
baskets three times in the presenice of the naik,
the dhangora naik, the bisoi and the kumari.
Later, the girls bathe in the water from the
pitchers, which is considered sacred. This
ceremony is performed in every household.
The seeds are then scattered on the eastern
and western side of the house.

Taki Parab

53. Taki Parab is by far the most import-
ant festival of the Kandhas of the Majhi group.
The earth, or “dharani” as they call it, is
worshipped as their supreme god every year
with animal sacrifices so that there may be
peace and prosperity in the village. Taki
Parab is akin to “merriah”—human sacrifice.

54. It is said that in the past human
beings, both male and female, used to be pur-
chased for this sacrifice. The victim used to
be guarded closely to prevent escape. On the
day preceding the ceremony the victim used
t» be taken from house to house, where his
last desire was fulfilled. The victim was kept
throughout captivity in a state of intoxication.

55. Since the banning of human sacrifice
the Majhi Kandhge have been sacrificing
buffrloes or sheeg instead. A group of neigh-

“bouring villages in this region often combing
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to perform Taki Parab, sacrificing sheep. .:In
this case the festival is held for 10 to 12. yedrs,
continuously in one village, and then in the.
others belonging to-the group in turn. fl‘hcrcc
are specified places of worship in edch village.

56. At Lakhrish, Taki Parab has not teen
held for more than a generation as nobody
recalls the last festival of this held there. The
place of worship is about five furlongs to th.¢
west of the village at the foot of a hill and 18
marked by a heap of small boulders.

57. The group to which Lakhrish _bclonss
consists of 12 villages. In 1961 Taki Parab
was held at Padikhal, about a.mile from
Lakhrish. From there the festifal will shift
to Rautaghati, about four miles away.

58. The festival is held on the -last
Sunday of Pausha. So fromi the preceding
Friday the houses are cleaned and .clothes
washed. Everybody buys new clothing for
use on this day. On the preceding Saturday
the villagers eat cakes and mutton curry, Wear
new clothes and proceed to the villzage of wor
ship beating drums and carrying weapon_ii
The residents of the host village feed them till
the end of the festival. :

59. On Saturday morning a sheep P‘;S
chased earlier for the sacrifice is intoxicatel
and taken from door to door by the jani
During this journey the housewives fchcm}tf
the sheep with lighted earthen lamps and ““
cense and offer it food on plates. The anima
is finally brought to the gudi.

60. In the late hours of the night the iasﬂg
kills the sheep in the gudi by strangulation

that no blood is shed. Spilling of blood 8%

the time of killing is a bad omen for the
village. The killing is done by the jani alon¢:
unseen. He then covers the carcass with k‘
cloth and keeps watch over it till daybrea s
In the morning, about 9 o'clock, the jani hol

the carcass aloft and moves towards the place

of worship surrounded by men and womef- .

Drums are played. and young men and women
dance to their beat.

61. About 100 yards away from the place
of worship the sheep is suspended from &
wooden pole. No sooner is this done d
the jani gives a signal, at which there is m8
rush from all sides to cut pieces of flesh

\the carcass. The desire for a piece of flesh

is 50 great that the men, staggering under the
-influence of liquor, do not bother about per-
>sonal injuries as they thrust their knives into

‘*the dead animal. Every piece of flesh is

quickly removed and the skeleton is taken to
_the place of worship.

- 62. There The head of the sheep is thrust
between two wooden posts about 24 feet high.
A log is pressed on the neck and tied to the
posts. The gurumai of the village approachcs
and performs the prescribed worship. She
next forecasts the weather, crops and other
important cvents in the village in the next year.
With this she leaves, and again there is a rush

10 get any temaining pieces of flesh on the

skeleton. Some time later a person known as
the “Rupia” is brought to the place of worship
on a stringed cot by four persons. He cleans
the place and deposits the articles of worship
at a distant, lonely place so that nothing 1S
caten by human, animal or bird. It is believed
that whoever eats these materials dies
Instantaneously.

63. In the afternoon the villagers kill a
buffalo and entertain all the Kandha people
of the ncighbousing villages. The married
men and women and old persons return to
their villages after the feast. But the young
men and women stay on to take part in the
Community dance, the highlight of the occa-
$on.  They drink and dance throughout the
Night to the beat of drums. Next day, after
€ating carly, the young men and women go to
the jungle and spend the day dancing and

nking and having sex relations.

The flesh of the sacrificial sheep 1S
held sacred and is preserved in every house-
old for use as a cure for various diseases.
*mall portion of the flesh is buried in the fields
' the belief that the dharani debata will be
p lea§ed and grant bountiful crops. Some
families bury the flesh under the floor where
the cooking pots arc kept in the belief that it

" ensures 5 steady supply of food for the

h°“Sebold.

Leisure ang recreation

65. There are two institutiops where
fung and old alike spend their leisure.
tse, the dhangora basa where the bachelors
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/ of the village sleep at night, is the oldest tradi-
tional institution. Heie they spend the even-
ing beating drums, dancing, and singing.
Sometimes girls and even older folk join.
When the visitors leave the bachelors talk
among themselves, exchanging experiences and
discussing the problems they face in their daily
occupations. ,

66. The other institution is the commu-
nity centre, constructed out of a Welfare
Department grant §ix years ago. It contains -
a library of mythological books and a radio
receiver. The social worker collects men and
women at this centre every evening to read out
some of the epics and explain them. But the
big attraction is the radio, which is operated
by the social worker. A falling-off in atten-
dance was noticed when the battery of the
radio ran down and the set did not work.

67. The climate of Lakhrish is rather cold
moss of the year in view of its high altitude.
Hence during their leisure hours the people sit
around a fire and gossip while smoking cigars
prepared by them from the siali leaf.

68. A visit to the market is also another
form of recreation. So every Wednesday and
Thursday many people, specially the young,
go to the weekly markets at Kashipur and
Sunger.

69. Some of the games played by the
village children are described below. These
games are played throughout the year, and
there are no particular seasonal games.

70. “Khara dian” or hare jump is played
by a large number of boys and girls who sit
in a circle holding hands. One of them who
sits in the centre is the hare. He tries to -
escape from the enclosure by hopping in
imitation of a hare on hands and legs. If the
hare touches the arms of any person in the
circle while doing so the latter becomes the
hare, and the former hare takes his place.

71. “Bagha chheli,” the tiger and goat
game, is played by boys and girls. Qne 9f
them is chosen tiger and the rest, standing in
a line and holding the loincloth of the boy or
gir in front, are goats. The strongest boy in
the team is placed at the head of the line. The
tiger tries to attack the goats on the flank, but
the leader contrives to Ziave the line dexter-
ously and face the tiger, which cannot axack

3



rom the front. The tiger keeps on prowling'

ill he succeeds in grabBing a goat. This game
hen continues with another tiger.

“ 92. “Gilli danda™ is also a popular game
imong the boys, but it is known as “khedo”.

73. The tiger and fowl game is played by
soys and girls. One of them, the fowl, is
:ncircled by a large number of boys and girls
vho stand holding hands and do not allow
the tiger to enter the enclosure. If the tiger
snters the circle the fowl goes out. The tiger
*hases the fowl in and out of the enclosure
until it is raught. A new tiger and fowl! are
then chosen and the game continues for a
fairly long time.

74. Dancing is the most popular form of
recreation for men and women of all ages,
especially the young. Young males and
females stand in two separate lines holding
hands and facing each other. Special ¢ostu-

mes are worn for this dance, performed to the
beat of drums. The two lines move one 8t2p.
forward and thefi one back. During the danc¥,
the young men sing songs making fun of the,
girls, who reply suitably. These, exchanges
occasicn much laughter as he dance proceeds.

75. The musical instrumgnts used by the.
Kandhas are shown in the illustration below.
These instruments are kept in the daangura
basa, and every young man learns to play
them under the guidance of a ‘senior. The
kettle drum is called “tamka”. The body of
the small variety is made of iron and that
of the larger of the hollowed trunk of a sago
palm. These drums are played with dried

leather thongs. The bamboo flute is called
“hurudi”. The “dabwa” is a versatile musical
instrument played with two small sticks. -The
“gini” and the “tal” are not tribal mus!
instruments. They seem to be recent intro-
ductions from the plains.

>

Health and sanitation .
76. The region in which Lakhrish is

sttuated is unhealthy. But this is compensated
dy the location of the three hamlets of the

village. The hamlets lie at the foot of the .

hills, on natugally raised platforms appearing
like mounds. As a result, rainwater drains
off immediately ‘into Kandabila nullah. The
surroundings of the village are neat and clean.
and the villagers also strive to keep their home
surroundings -in the same condition.

77. But the village, like the w}}ole region,
is very malarjous. Most of the villagers are
victims of this disease, which saps their vitality
and leaves them emaciated. Since _1958 DDT
is being spra‘yed in the village twice a year
under the supervision of the malaria inspector
stationed at Kashipur, and as a result the
disease has been checked to some extent.
Measles and smallpox break out in the village
every two or three years. Other common
diseases are coughs, colds and bowc} and skin
troubles. When they fall sick the .v!llagers do
not take medicines and hardly visit the dis-
densary at Kachipur. They believe t‘hat the
liseases are caused by evil spirits, and in orde.r
0 appease them far a cure they perform sacrr-
fices on the instructions of the desari and
Jurumai.

Village organization

" '78. Before statutory panchayats were
ntroduced there was a village committee for
he entire village. Heads of houscholds bel-
onged to it, and the gountia was the centrad
igure. The panchayat generally deliberate
M matters in which the entire village was
Nterested. It used to decide when worship
nd sacrifices had to be observed on outbreaks
of smallpox, how many persons were 10
sent to the zamindar for bethi work. when
Community festivals were to be conducted and

- Similar matters.

79. Maintenance of places of worship and
of the community houses in each hamlet was.
Owewr, the responsibility of the residents of
the hamlet, The panchayat generally kept out
Of those matters. Petty disputes were deck
>¥ the panchayat, and its decisions were pmd-
Ing on the disputants. In case of disobedicnce
e decision was enforced by a social boycotl
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of the persons concerned till he accepted it.
Sometimes penalties wers imposed and collect-
ed in cash or kind and added to tie community
chest for festivals. The panchayat met in the
dhangora bhasa of Godampara as the gountia
lived in this hamlet.

80. Besides the village panchayat there
were the caste panchayats of the Kandhas,
Doms and Lohars. These bodies had limi-
ted functions relating to their respective castes,
such as to enforce the code of social conduct .
and to take decisions on divorce, adultery and
similar problems. If such disputes concerned -
persons of different communities the matter
was placed before the village panchayat.

81. The head of the panchayat of the
Kandhas was known as “bada majhi”. The
jani, his assistant the pujari and the challan
were important members of the caste pancha-
yat. «All the elderly males of the community
living’in the village were invited to take part
in its deliberations.

82. Caste panchayats were also formed
by grouping a number of villages, and the
head of the larger organization was selected
from the bada majhis of the associated vil-
lages. The head of this organization was
called the “umra”. Matters affecting the rules
and customs of the community which could not
be decided at the village level were referred

to the larger panchayat.

83. These caste panchayats continue to
function to this day fairly vigorously._ Most
villagers want this institution to continue as
they hold that they have been saved the ex- |
penditure they would have 1.ncurred by seek-
ing redress in courts of law in petty disputes.
They are also afraid that law courts have
different norms of judgment to which they are

not used.

84. The head of the Dom panchayateis
called a naik and his assistants are lfnpwn as
bissoi, kumari and dhangora majhi. ' The ‘
bissoi is the naik’s deputy. The Ku.mar.l acts
as barber and shaves the Doms ordmarl-ly' as
well as at funerals. The dhaqgora ma.jh.l is
in charge of serving food at social or rehgxous
function. The Doms h'".re ‘no larger caste
organization beyond the village. .
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Admjuistrative wnits ,

85. Before the tnerger of the.State of
Kalahandi the entire Kashipur zamindari
constituted one unit for purposes of revenue
administration as well as for maiutenance of
law and order. The Tahsildar was the highest
revenue officer and had magisterial powers.
The zamindari had one-police station and two
outposts. There was a sub-jailcand a sub-
treasury at Kashipur of which the Tahsildar
~ was in charge. After mgrger and reorganiza-
tion this administrative set-up continues with
" the tahsil headquarters at Kashipur. Smaller
divisions called circles have also been created
under Naib tahsildars who are responsible for
collecting land revenue.

86. Kashipur block covers all five grama
panchayats of the tahsil. This has been re-
constituted as Kashipur panchayat samiti.
Lakhrish is in Kashipur grama panchayat.
Phaguna Majhi has been nominated acmem-
ber of the grama panchayat, but Lakhrish
has no representative in the samiti.

87. The Grama sevika has started a
mahila samiti in the village and a Kandha

female has been appointed its secretary. She
gets an-honorarium of Rs. 15 a month. The
samiti .distributes milk powder and eggs €

children and expectant mothers. The Gramé

sevika strives to teach cleanliness and hygien¢
to the women and children.

88. There is a village : chowkidar whe

maintains records of births and deaths. The

chowkidari system goes back to the zamindats
period. The chowkidar reports birth and
death statistics to Kashipur police station onc®
a week. He keeps a record of strangers who
arrive in the village and reports to the police
on the movements of suspicious characters
and on crimes. He patrols the village 8t
night. He has been given a uniform but gets
no pay for his services, nor does he enjoy the
occupancy of jagir land. | '

89. But he collects food from every
housechold in the evenings. This is call
gundi peja, and during the harvest each hous®
hold gives him three manas each of Paddyé
kosala and ragi. This is equivalent 10 3
standard seers of grain.

CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

A herculean task faced the workers of the
community development block who have em-
barked on a number of projects to promotc
the economic” and social advancement of the
people of Lakhrish. The village is almost
cut off from,the mainstream of social and
economic activities in the State, and the cast_c
Stratification’ poticed elsewhere has fully mani-
fested itself even in this small and primitive
community. The Kandhas and the Doms
have . separate hamlets, and the Doms kept
secluded in the village. They are not allowed
to fetch water from the common wells excava-
ted at Government cost.

2. Although their dwellings are poor and
their clothing is scanty the villagers take much
Pleasure in adorning their bodies with orna-
ments. Their awarcness of an interest In
social reforms is negligible.

3. Ghosts and spirits. sorcerers and priests,
the gountia and the castc panchayats .doml-
nate the whole social fabric of the village.

_Iﬂtra-family relationships are generally loose.

4. On the whole, the society of },a!(hrxsh
appears to have hardly made any significant
headway since the days of the feudal and tribal
chiefs. Much publicity of good quality and
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social education with long-term perspectives
are greatly needed at present to stir the villa-
gers out of their indolence.

5. The existing factor-conditions in the
village economy are not at all condyctive to
a good standard of living. The pressure on
land is heavy. The cultivators till hill slopes
with spades, and on the other hand the fields
on the plateau have not been put to good use.
Besides sowing and harvesting the agricultur-
ists hardly give any care to their land.

6. With a systematic and phased pro-
orammae of agricultural extension they may be
;)ersuaded to adopt improved agricultural
practices. To encourage the proper cultiva-
tion of relatively dry types of land the nullah
flowing through the village may have to be
dammed. The hill slopes may have to be
terraced for cultivation.

7. The only relieving feature is the more
than satisfactory participation rate of the
village population in gainful_labour. T1.1e
females ungrudgingly help their menfolk in
the fields. The capable old men h?lp the
younger ones. With intensjve cu!hvatxon the
existing ‘underemployment 1n agriculture can
largely be remedied.



APPENDIX

49



TABLE I .

SETTLEMENT HISTORY OF HOUSELOLDS

v
-

v Number of households settled
t‘aslc/C(‘)mmunit; Households ~ Be fi Bet . t o
. \ ' " More than five ;:gcgv:ur o three | One generation Present
Benerations  generations  generations ago generation
——————
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Kandhg 24 — 74 — — —
Dom " 45 — 43 — 1 1
LOhar 6 . 5 —_— 1 —
Karan 2 —_ _— _— - 2
Bl‘ahn‘min . ' — — - -— l
Ghas;j ) _ — _ — 1
Gauda ] - _— . — — 1
TABLE 11
AGE, SEX AND MARITAL STATUS
\‘
Population . Married Widowed OPSICV:md
(all marital status) Never married arr! ~
Age groups —n —A-
P S, —A T Fe To Fe- Total Males Fe- Tot
R Total Males r;;’ Males Fe- Toul Males ml:fé Total Males maTa males tal
m males
e ————
: A . 6 71 g 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16
e ——————
Oto14 — —_ = =
years 262 127 135 126 135 26 T - b=
150 24 _ _
yeary 63 28 35 1 4 15 17 31 8 - - - -
25 to $9
yan . g8 17 _, 4 mo 10 20 1 16 17— — =
60y .
and aboye 2 7 14 T [ 2 7 2 12 W4 —_ - -
Total (ay
l — —— —
o) g6 213 01 137 w0 am 13 133 26 32 3
—~—— >

sl



TABLE 111

4
WORKERS CLASSIFIED BY SEX, BROAD AGE GROUPS AND OCCUPATION

(All worker; are divided into nine occupation groups, namely, occupation group No. I—cultivator; No. -
agricultural labourer; No. III—workery in mining, quarrying, livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, etc.: No. IV--
household industries; No. V-—manufacturing other than household industries: No. VI—constiuction;
No. ¥Ii-—trade and commerce; No. VIII—transport, storage an¢ communications: No. Ix—other services)

Total number ‘ Occupation Occupation  Occupation Occupation  Occupation Remainipg
Age groups  of workers No.1 No. It No. IV No. VII No. IX occupations
. . (cultivator) (agricul- (household (trade & (other 'LV,
tural industry) commerce) services) vi & Vil

labourer)

{
—A— A A —A— ——A A S v
P M F MF P MF ? MF P MF P MF P MF
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 910 11 1213 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Allvam 326 161 165 270 134 136 s 11 24 s 5§ — 4 3 1 12 &8 4 - T
0—14 38 20 18 4 19 15 P2 T 2 — 2 -
15—59 284138146 232112120 33 10 23 S S — 4 3 | 10 8 2 - -- —
60 & above 4 3 1 4 3 | — = L e e -
ettt
TABLE 1V

NON-WORKERS BY SEX, BROAD AGE GROUPS AND NATURE OF ACTIVITY

(All non-workers are divided into four groups : Group I ~—full-time students or children attending school
Group 11 ~ —persons engaged only in household duties .
Group IlI'  —dependants such as infants and children not attending
school and persons permanently disabled
Group IV —retired persons not re-cmployed; rentiers; persons living %1
agricultural or non-agricultural royalty, rent or dw'dmn'
beggars, vagrants, persons secking employment,
having unspecified sources of existence
T —
Total non-workers - Students Engaged in house- Dependants Others
hold duties
P M F M F M F M F M F
— el
1 2 3 4 s 6 7 ] 9 10 1 12
[ —_
All ages 248 112 136 3] 7 - 1 85 128 - =
0—14 24 107 117 27 7 - — 80 110 - -
1559 7 1 6 — —_ — 1 1 s — -
60 and above 17 413 - - — - 4 13 - -
o rm——
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TABIE V

CULTIVATED LAND HELD BY CASTE, COMMUNITY

o

Caste;community

Number of houscholds having no land

Number of househclds having land

A

p
Number of households

R

Area of 1and held (in acres)

' 1 ' " 3 4
Kandha 4 70 35417
DOm~ 11 34 152-64
Lohar 6 2276
Karan > - —
Brahmin 1 -

Ghasi ] -
Gauda \ -
/
Total 20 . 1o 529-57
a 2
e et
' v
TABLE VI
' LIVESTOCK
Draught cattle M"'d‘::“k Cous
A — e ™ 0
Bf" X Cows‘buﬁaloés C{»: s buffaloes Goats and Sheep
ullocks / — ST NI Others
T C . A e f”_'—l\—"-’;r W No.of No. of Nun".\bef g{;l:e’f Nu;nber
—Saste/Tribe  No.of Number Noof PO house cows  howse D Tlds  fows
house- o ou \ds bufla- 0ld 4 -
holds Bullocks  holds buffa- o&:ﬂ"l loes owning  and  Owning
owning owning  loes sheep
1 2 3 4 b
e
—— . 3 14 55 126
Kandha 0 n » 10 : ) 2 3 28 78
' 10
Dom 2 14 69 ! o
50 1 - ancluding © “I"cizgégg
et buffaloes) ~
i
bufla-
toes 3. 6 3 1
. Lohar 6 " 2 A B _ -
Klrln ' . -
Brahmi, * B | 4
Ghagj ”— _ _
Gaugy ; ] - -
215
\_—__ /’"
€3



{ .
' TABLE VII
t
MONTHLY INCOME PER HOUSEHOLD BY OCCUPATION GROUPS

.
. R—]

Number of households in the monthly incame groups’ of

*  QOccupation \
Rs.0-25  Rs.26-50 Rs. 5175 Rs. 76—100  Rs. 101 and
| . above
1 ' 2 3 4 s 6
Cultivation ! 4 74 16 2 =
Agricuitural Labour ) 13 2 -— —
Hausehold Industry — 2 2 _ —
Trade - 3 —_ - —_—
Other Services — 4 1 1 1
Total 9 96 21 3 !

TABLE VIII
AVERAGE MONTHLY EXPENDITURE PER HOUSEHOLD BY INCOME GROUP AND OCCUPATION
-—-"/
Income groups

r— A et SN

Rs. 025 Rs. 26—50 Rs. 5175 Rs. 76100  Rs. 101 & above

. Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure Expenditure

Occupation & A —- A - ~ N P

e o Eood O No. of No. of " No. of "No. of the

ouse- ood Others house- Food Others house- Food Others house- Food Others house- Food o

holds holds holds holds

1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 1516

,“—-“‘"

Cultivation 4 1800 300 74 3100 600 16 4400 1300 2 5000 3100 — —
Ag.icultural

bour 5 1700 200 13 3200 400 2 4700 $00 . — . -
Household

Industry - = — 2 2900 500 2 4300 800 .- -~ - — — T

Trade - - - 3 3500 300 — o~ o . e = e e

Otfier Services - - - 4 2400 1100 | 4300 2600 1 3400 si00 1 3900 7400

e
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TABLE IX

. EDUCATION
. ) : : -
Age groups | Fotal Illiterate  Literate Literate  Primary Matricor  Inter- Any other
. population and without or Higher mediates Graduates) quali-
educated educational Basic secondary fication
o standard »

——— A~ ~
M F M F M FMF M F'M FMFMTFMEF

A ~r A A

i

4 S 6 7 g8 9 10 11 12 13 14 (15 16 17 18 19 20

All ages 574 273 301268 300 5 1 — — 4 1 1 — — — — — — —
014 N 262 127 135126 135 1 — — — —
15—24 ‘. 63 28 35 2 3 2 — — — 2 — — — — — — — — -
¢ 2559 228 111 117109 116 2 1 — — 1 1 1 — — — — — — —
60 and over 21 7 14 7 14 - — - - — — -

<, . ..‘('G .
-y . RO
?— .

TABLE X

RANGE OF INFORMATION

Number of households which know the name of

~ * . 0 . . N
it Total No.of Panchayat Thana Tahsil/ District Principal Remarks
Caste/Community households headquarters headquarters  Taluk headquarters river of the
headquarters district
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Kandha 14 73 73 73 73 — —
Dom 45 44 4 44 44 — _’
Lohar 6 6 6 6 6 . —_ —_
Karan 2 2 2 2 — —
Brahmin 1 1 ] | 1 — —_
Ghasi 1 1 1 1 i — —_
Gauda 1 1 1 1 1 — ey =T
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