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FOREWORD

Apart from laying the foundations of demography in this sub-contincent, a hundred
years of the Indian Census has alvo produced ‘claborate and scholarly accounts of the varie-
gatced phenomena of Indian life - sometimes with no statistics attached, but usually with just
enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to their conclusions.” Ina country, largely
illiterate, where statistical or numerical comprehension of c¢ven such a simple thing as age
was liable to le inaccurate, an understanding of the social structure was cssential. It was
more necessary to attain a broad understanding of what was happening around onecself than
to wrap oneself up in ‘statistical ingenuity’ or ‘mathematical manipulation’. This explains
why the Indian Census came to be interested in ‘many by-paths’ and ‘nearly every branch of
scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography and religion’.

In the last few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the presen-
tation of village statistics. This suits the temper of the times as well as our political and
economic structurc. For even as we have a great deal of centralisation on the one hand and
decentralisation on the other, my collcagues thought it would be a welcome continuation
of the Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones of village statistics with flesh-and-blood
accounts of social structure and social change. It was accordingly decided to select a few
villages in every State for special study, where personal observation would be brought to bear
on the interpretation of statistics to find out how much of a village was static and yet changing
and how fast the winds of change were blowing and from where.

Randomness of selection was, thercfore, eschewed. There was no intention to
build up a picture for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis of villages selected
statistically at random. The selection was avowedly purposive: the object being as much
to find out what was happening and how fast to those villages which had fewer reasons to
choose change and more to remain lodged in the past as to discover how the more ‘normal’
types of villages were changing. They werc to be primarily type studies which, by virtue of
their number and distribution, would also give the reader a ‘feel” of what was going on and
some kind of a map of the country.

A bricf account of the tests of sclection will help to explain. A minimum of thirty-
five villages was to be chosen with great care to represent adequately geographical, occupa-
tional and even cthnic diversity.  Of this minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be
as follows :

(a) At least eight villages were to be so selected that each of them would contain
one dominant community with one predominating occupation. c.g., fishermen, forest workers,
jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, calt-makers, quarry workers etc. A village should have a
minimum population of 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes
of the State. FEach village could represent a particular tribe. The minimum population
should tz 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.
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() The third group of villages should cach he of fair vize, of an old and settled
CJILH';IC!CI' and contain \»1!l'icg;;1lcd ()L‘cupu{ionx and I)L‘, if possibic mm’li_”\;hmc il; C\)l;11705j'
ton. By fair size was mcant o population of 500-700 Persons ();. more ‘Th' villape should
mainly depend on agriculture and be sufficiently awa ‘ i ¢ ovhiege
communications such as the district adnimistrative headquarters and business centres. 1t
Sh(.mm be roughiy aday’s journey from the above places. The v‘iH:wcs wcri‘wt:) lch scl;;:tcd
with @n ¢yetoveriaton in tams of size, proximity to city and other means of modern con-
munications, ncarness to hills, jungles and major rivers. Thus there “‘ o1 t-x reaional
d{sm'butl()n throughout the State of this category of vin;\u;-g If )‘ h._ (\). ).L L),“.‘Tw]ar
district gont_aincd significant ceological variations within its '101'0:1. m’) .]\( :‘(%VU’ d\ ! ‘.“‘1 cin
the district might be sclected to study the special udjustmcm; 10 ‘U,lcm( re than one witlag

y from the major sources of modern

Itis a unique feature of (hese village surveys that they rapidly outercw their orjginal
terms (.)i reference as my colleagues warmed up to their work Iyl - "H’r -t 1:1 an
’j‘bSO}”blf‘g voyage Of discovery and their infectious enthusiasm cor‘n )clllfsl }710}’<£k L‘n]'u]'LC the
Inquiry s scope again and again. It was just as well cuutiéus] to]f)clLL, Im O,, cn’ ‘b ?ut at
first and then venture further afield, and althouph it accounts {0 S y ‘('m S W;}Y. "1 ( rtain
uncvenness 1 the quality and coverage of the monographs, it stI'VC(lf)mf thc‘m” N ]‘1\Ccur‘ely
h,on(;?']"\‘r%f‘“d CX“’ﬂ-me;M rigours of the task.  For, the SAL;rvc‘v leong \vai)tl;:piktl:S;;llt:nlym‘lgciﬂa-
rics fike the survey of fairs and festivals, of small » B ‘ M ‘
‘extra’, over and above the crushing 11;23;,0;’:1];1;19&6“1 (élgtlsiil #l tndustey and others, was 43

tight be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged

its c. ¢ first Cens .
ihictlolg;’mf;tc tch'xbll?jisi C\Lns.us Co‘pfercncc in Septcmbcr 1959 the Survey set itself the task ol
hoz o écq' g t d‘c“I’LC(?ld in situ of material traits, like scttlement patterns of the village:
melasns gfpd;;n(qlfo’rt lfcsz, on}aments and foot-wear; furniture and storing vessels; commor
ttended: w E Of {C’.O.Od“ and passengers; domestication of animals and birds; markets
a lun 1, \vdors n.p!o deities, festivals and fairs, There were to be recordings, of ::ourse of
fu tugra ?nr SOC;‘ {tralts and occupational mobility. This was followed up ii‘ ’March 1960’ b}
wo ;pfemmcn <‘cl edules, olne for cach household, the other for the village as a whole, which
apart from speiling out the mode of inquiry s : ‘ >
. ) y suggested in the Septembe ~onference

. ol or . o . r 1959 confercnc
E]é}l((})gdi'c;ldgr;?:;p; oill"]ggrci.:t:ons a1mcdba]t sensing changes in attitué)e and behaviour in suc!

¢ age, ance, movable and immovy: i
. ot able propert stry. indebte S
a .. . ) . perty, industry, indcbtednes

S?SUCuttéf,néﬁﬁgcn;g}:]{t\y- 1]1fu df]d collcct.xvc actvity, social disabilitic);, formmyof appeal ove
tim!: to frovi(dc ad:(\L.l: . d.]?q organtsation of culwral life, g was now ﬁhinly the inten
throust statisticqlbqum S.tS.thISUCLII SUPPOrt to empirical “fecl’, to approach qualitative chang
‘just cnough sm‘tis?icimtl)lcs'. ft had been diffcut 1o give thought to the importance ¢

S statistics gve empirical underpinni : :

leagues wer aini pmning to conclusions’, at a ti hen m
colleag cre straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main thlur::fu\:/ oper:

tions, but once t o .

s, but onc he census count itself wag left behind in March 1961, e gy
scminars i Trivandrum (May 1961), Da » & scries of three region
’

) o rjeeling : o .
tion to this field and the IMportance of trJ ing and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their “attel

L acing social che )
statistical tables was once again recognised gThng] M change through a number of well-devist

. . s itself presu 5 o -
:g:;ctil)é Sdggz,r b{ut it \ivai worth the trouble in vi of thcr:) posi?l?i??t?c? ftlﬁ::l : U;VCY of ‘l]]/]q]iasg:

ed, and als o ‘ s that a close analysis
Bv November 1961, how:‘)vc]i,CC vimty’ schedule remained to be canv);sse
of these surveys than cver before. The

ause the ‘consany
more was expected
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was dissatisfaction on the one hand with too many  general statements and a growing desire
on the other to draw conclusions {rom statistics, to regard social and economic data as
interrelated processes, and finally to examine the social and economic processes set in motion
through land reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, technological
and cultural change. Finally, a study camp was organised in the last week of December
1961 when the whole field was carcfully gone through over again and a programme worked
out closcly knitting the various aims of the Survey together. The Social Studies Section of
the Census Commission rendered assistance to State Superintendents by way of scrutiny and
technical comment on the frame of Survey and presentation of results.,

This gradual unfolding of the aims of thc Survey prevented my colleagues from
adopting as many villages as they had originally intended to. But I believe that what may
have been lost in quantity has been more than made up for in quality. This is, perhaps, for
the first time that such a Survey has been conducted in any country, and that purely as a
labour of love. It has succeeded in attaining what it set out to achieve: to construct a map
of village India’s social structure. One hopes that the volumes of this Survey will help to
retain for the Indian Census its title to ‘the most fruitful single source of information about
the country’. Apart from other features, it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has set
up a new Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation. The schedules finally
adopted for this monograph have bcen printed in Appendix II to Mattewada village

monograph (Sl. No. 45).

ASOK MITRA

NEW DELHI
Registrar General, India.

July 30, 1964.



PREFACE

In the Foreword, the Registrar General has explained the genesis of the scheme of Village Surveys
aken up as onc of the ancillary studics to the 1961 Census Operations. The purposive sclection of
1llages for the survey and the scope of the survey have also been explained.

1t has been mentioned in the Preface to A monograph on Kotha Armur, published first in the Village
survey Monographs Series, that in this State 47 villages were selected for the survey of which 9 villages fell
mmder the category of villages cach with one dominant community with one predominant occupation, 22
rillages contained numerically predominant Scheduled Tribes (two of the villages have been combined into one
nonograph) and 16 villages were villages of fair size of an old and well settled character containing variegated
decupations and multi-ethnic in composition. Of the 47 villages, 2 villages, viz, Keslapur and Bhurnur
verc proposcd to be covered in this monograph as both of them represented the Gonds and the Pradhans.
Jut subsequently it was considered enough if Bhurnur village was studied in detail incorporating
hie importance and role of the jatara (annual fair) which is held at Keslapur village, in the cultural life
of the Gonds and Pradhans. The net result is that Keslapur is omitted from the scope of village survey as
such.  This makes the total number of villages covered in the State 46 reducing the second category of
villages, i.e., from 22 to 21 (17 villages with Scheduled Tribes, 3 villages with tribes not Scheduled viz,
samanthus, Koya Dhoras and Mathuras, and 1 village with a Scheduled Caste, Dombs). The present
village of Bhurnur (No. 40 in the State Map before the Inner Title page gives the location of this village)
:overed by this monograph falls under the second category.

The sclection of the villages of the optimum population size of 500and also satisfying ail other Criteria,
such as to be at a distance of a day’s travel from the taluk headquarters and so on, was none too casy. Several
villages sclected had to be of a much larger size than prescribed as otherwise it was difficult to choose a vil-
lage to satisfy the main purpose for which the village is selected for survey. Similarly, some interior
tribal villages that were selected were necessarily smauller than the optimum population size prescribed.
The villages were selected carefully having an eye on regional distribution and ecological variation, but
it has not always been possible to select villages so remote as to be a day’s journey from important
centres of communication or administrative headquarters of a district. With the developed communica-
tions and the fast means of transport it was somewhat difficult to locate all villages uninfluenced by
developmental activities. There were, of course, some vitlages, particularly in the Agencies which
took not one day but several days to reach from the district headquarters. All the same, it is expected that
the villages now selected truly represent a cross-section of the rural population of the State.

In this State, we started off with our Village Surveys under the original scheme of things under
which it was expected that one Investigator should be able to cover a village in about a week or 10 days’
time. Naturally a very simple skeleton schedule was adopted under which mainly the social and religious
customs and habits were studied in a general sort of way. We covered quite a few villages under this old
scheme and one such village surveyed is Bhurnur. A set of skeleton schedules used in this village is given
as Appendix I1 to the monograph No. 45, Mattewada village. As explained in the Foreword, the scope
of the survey went on cxpanding and ultimately on the basis of the conclusions arrived at the study camp
held in Delhi in December 1961, a very detailed village survey schedule was drawn up. When we started
canvassing this formidable schedule, we found that an Investigator was not able to cover more than one
household per day! The progress was painfully slow. Even putting extra Investigators, it took several
weeks to cover a village completely.  As several villages had already been covered under the older scheme
by the time the scope of Survey was enlarged, we were able to cover only limited number of villages
canvassing this set of larger schedules which is given as Appendix I to Kotha Armur Village (Monograph
No.39). An attempt, however was made to re-survey a good number of villages already covered so as to
bring them under the new method.  But the limitation of time made it difficult to re-survey all of them
as proposed. 1t will not be possible to sav how many villages will ultimately be covered or resurveyed



, vin

making use of the revised enlarged schedule,  Thercfore (he VIl survey tonosranhs, preseated for

this State will show two  distinet patterns — one a5 covered ander the old method and the other ander

the new expanded schedute giving very much more detailed statistical information.  We have to be
. . . LY - €

content in studying Bhurnur village under the old method with lmited data.

Certain Timitations to our ¢fTorts to achieve this ambitiogls sk of a comprehensive socio-ceonomic
strvey of vi.llagcs may have to be, however, recognised.  While the Ivestieators, who \\'crc\ sut on the job
of “canvassing the schedules, were carcfully chosen for their academic quzl’lilicutiom lcx wc;'icn:‘c- in
Community Development Organisation, or their ability and aptitude to move closcly wft'] il]lc rural and
tribal folk, live with them, gain their conlidence and cvoke positive response and lhcv. did Aobspr\.c ;hi‘nng
first hand and record their observations truthfullv, they were not specialists. They h'ui nnkw . ‘i~'1’l tcchnici.l
training in anthropological sociological and demographic investieations exceept the l:nnwlvdlwt‘k'1‘nd fund Z)f
expertence thcy‘:lcquircd after surveying a few villages at (he prc;cnt Census under the ini(\);jn;;d suidance
and direction 11'o-m the Officers in charge of Village Surveys.  Some of their observations may nDot S‘l‘lﬂd
the minute scrutiny of an expert in a particular ficld but they can ccrtuinly ;l’lill‘l to ‘h'\v“' t'utl;l{llly
recorded all the information they gathered first hand, and it is open to the ex n:rts to i . H! ir own
conclusion on the statistigal data presented.  The purpase of the present survc4ylwilll b(c :éllstd ]i;‘lit(hus
helped to give an authentic picture of the life and conditions of the people as is observed now.,

The p?'cscng m‘onogmph deals with Bhurnur predominantly inhabited by Gonds. a prominent
S%‘hcduled Tribe of Adilabad district which is the home of a laree and solid block of aborisir "] E ) I'\Ition
of Telangana region of Andhra Pradesh. These Gonds also Known as Raj G md\" (]‘(u'"i;m' 31\«01: lCl}‘ondi
There has been much change in the observance of their traditional religious dmtinm ‘m;d:i‘nyflzcti‘; outlool&

due to the influcncing factors brought in b ai
TS y the plains people as well as b e activitics
sponsored by the State and Central Governments, | y the development activities

This village was first surveyed in April 1961 by §
Economic Investigators.  Again in Mav 1964 the vill
marriages survey and collecting some morc information in the light of the remarks made b : R
Bu.rman, Officer on Special duty, Office of the Registrar General, India, b S'l;\i'l;S f]]:/( ;) A T')l-. g K'V OSy
Rm "mfl Ch. Pl".“!lChillldr:l Rao, Economic Investigators, Th:: shnpiu’w(y)t‘ Ath': :“ T C]'nn?/, M. 'b‘
an.cﬁiclent team in my office led by th: Tabulation Oflicer, Sri P, P;nct'ly 4 .;‘dt-l:,ox‘ll;va‘s".lltfmd(.:fiv l(') ty
Sri V.'Radhakpsl/ma under the supervision and guidance of the Dc;l)ui;' ‘Slu )"r]i;twc;%“'kh l/\szg“sl:ls’
Opcrations, Sri K. V. N. Gowd. The preparation of tables was snpcrvixcdk b;‘ SriL/)\. ;;]‘)t:m(()lru%c;'}:zn‘;d

Reddy. The credit for line drawings. mins i
. ) 4 85, maps ete., goes 1o Sri M. Krishng Sw A o .
was supervised by Sri P, A. Krupanandam, supcr’visor. rishna Swamy, the Artist.The printing

arvasti AL R. K, Murthy and V. D. Chary,
age was revisited for purposes of consanguineous

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR
Superintendent of Census Operations,
Andlra Pradesh
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,, the line drawings in the book, The Raj Gonds of Adilabad by

“evels MaBuCnuULL Have veen i mnense help to the artist.

—Editor

Fig. 1—A close view of the village. (Chaprer I - Para 4)

Fig. 2—A drinking water well. (Chapter I - Para I15)
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Fig. 6—House plan. (Chapter II - Para 52)
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Fig. 5—A house under construction.



Fig. 9—Working apparel of a Gond man.
(Chapter II - Para 61)
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- ' ' : / Fig. 10—Woman’s wear. (Chapier II - Para 62)

Fig. 7—Usual dress of man and woman. i
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Fig. 13—Yeh! Will this shirt suit my fellow?—
Purchasing dress at Sirpur shandy.

Fig. I1- Tre (Chapter 1 — Para 64)'
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Fig. 12—A typical Praghan couple. Fig. 14-Ornaments. (Chapier 11 - Para 67)
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Fig. 15—Gond belle bedecked with some ornaments.
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Chapter 1

THE VILLAGE

n

Hage Bhurnur is in the heart of the tribal
nur Taluk of Adilabad District which is
vered by thick forests and forest-clad
Uthur Taluk with its vast extent of thick
Is and valleys had been and still continues
1in abode of many a tribal, viz, Gonds,
Thotis und Kolams, cte. The Gonds pre-

‘¢ village Bhurrur is sclected under the

villages representing Scheduled Tribes or
Castes for the study of the socio-economic
of Gonds and Pradhans in particular and
Cr castes in general. There is a popular
N segregating the Gonds of Adilabad into
iz, Gonds and Rajgonds. Strictly speak-
* Gonds of Adilabad, except foran insigni-
b_er of Dhurve Gonds who too had migrated
*ighbouring State of Maharashtra consider
as Rajgonds. And for this there scems
orical background. Prior to the advent of
'to Deccan, the Gonds appear to have held
* kingdom of their own, .cxtendjng from
Yistrict to Chanda in M@%@d
PS, accounts as to why the Gonds call
as Rajgonds.

¢ village was first surveyed with limited
1g the year 1961. This village has again
ted in the month of May 1964 in the light
estions made by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman,
'S}?Cciill Duty (Handicrafts and Social
registrar General's Office, New Delhi to
*port comprehensive.

and 780_21,13 Vi”“age lies on 190-20"-49" north latiu.xdc
and g p; k_’46 east lglxgitude in the midst of hills
Village cIt !““%‘C- Fig. 1 shows a close view of the
e eas.t of I8 situated at a distance of 18 miles to
Meanderip the taluk headquarters connected by a
itoyg way bg cart track and about 30 miles by a circu-
Jainy, Vmallt served by‘a road under construction upto
Which i th s T_hc district headquarters, Adilabad,
Udkheq © terminus of the Railway line Hyderabad-

- 1€d-Adilabad of the Central Railway is about

e
310 the north-west of the village (Map D.

No regular bus route connects this village direct.
One has to first touch the taluk headquarters of Utnur
to reach the village. As explained above, it can be
reached by two routes. The first, though difficult, is
the nearest and is to be covered only by walk or by
riding the peculiar small-wheeled low bullock cart of
the region known as rengi and one has to pass through
dense forest. This route being infested with wild
animals is not generally favoured by those who are
not familiar with the tract. The second route, though
circuitous is considered safer. After alighting at
Gadihatnur on the Hyderabad-Nagpur National
Highway in which Deluxe buses regularly ply from
Hyderabad to Adilabad, one has to proceed to Utnur
by one of the State operated buses. All the buses
going to Utnur either from Nirmal - another taluk
headquarters, or from Adilabad, pass through Gadi-
hatnur. The metalled road to Utnur branches off
from the Hyderabad-Nagpur National Highway at
170th milestone. A road to Asifabad branching off
from the Utnur-Gadihatnur road at about the 4th
milestone from Utnur is under construction. Hasna-
pur at a distance of 12 miles and Jainur 18 miles away
are two of the villages on this route under formation
though at present State-operated buses ply from
Utnur only upto Hasnapur. After alighting at
Hasnapur, one has to cover a distance of 6 miles by
walk or cart to reach Jainur from where Bhurnur is
another 6 miles away. From Jainur to Sirpur is
recently laid by the Panchayat Samithi, Utnur, an
approach road which passcs through Bhurnur and
which is jeepable during fair weather. The village
is bounded by the villages Pavurguda and Polas in the
north, Peddakohinur in the south, Sirpur in the
cast, and Raghapur and Marlavaiin the west (Map II).

5. The entire taluk of Utnur is covered by the
Utnur Panchayat Samithi Block. It falls in the
Marlavai Revenue Firka. The headquarters of the
Village Level Worker is also Marlavai who however
seldom stays there. This village comes under the
Marlavai group of Panchayats. The nearest hospital
and post office are at Utnur and the nearest railway
station at Adilabad which is the terminus of the
railway line that branches off at Mudkhed Junction
from Hyderabad-Manmad metre guage section of the
Central Railway. There are no telegraphic facilities
cven at taluk headquarters and th'e people of this
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(Tables 1 & 2) about 174 persons per squaré

Residentia) pattern

11, g

+ In the ,

ga_ttem is nei‘h?Cdamgudu hamlet, the residcnt
¢ing on either T regular nor planned, the ou!
side of the main road. The o

are not
. cluster .
lathnShip‘ ¢d based on either scct or kinship '

In L
are however ¢ the main village, Bhurnur, the hou!
T0ofs under t}?btrucwd in a planned wa; with 4
All the GOnd hoz Rural HOUSiI]g SChcme (Map]
grants-in. seholds in this village have recei®

\ aid of
tion of houses, Rs. 500 per household for - onsth

Places of orship

12, A
deitieg

Wvwall t

pe

ki Pen )
located ’oll}vl.” Pen, Masoba and Satti m
" tside the hahitation ared arif

THE VILLAGE

.Ha““m'dn deity is found in the main village as
n the hamlet. There are no historical monuments
either in the village or anywhere in the vicinity.

Crematorium

?3- Cremation or burial of thosc that preath
their last in Gedamguda takes placc on the banks of
the hill strcam flowing by the eastern porder of the
hamlet irrespective of cthnic groups: But in the
case of Bhurnur, the main village, purial ground or
crematorium is in the ncarby forest towards the
north of the village. But Pradhans and Madigas
of the village gencrally bury their dead in the
same area but in a separate place.

Q

Source of water
14. In Bhurnur main village, the people get

water from the nearby hill strecam that flows bY the

southern side of the village.

well was sunk by onc Gond hous

alfso partly mcets the potable wa
of the village. The Pradhan houscholds are not

?nowed to draw water from this well. The hill
i’itr_c'“‘“} however continucs to be the main source of
rinking watcr for villagers.

Last year an irrigation
chold. This well
ter requiremcnts

et Gedamguda 1s

15. 1In this respect the haml
its in the hamlet

very fortunate. There are five we
d“g by the villagers themselves. Fig. 2 shows @
drinking water well. Water is available during all
the seasons in plenty. During summer season the
people from Bhurnur main village also get water
now and then from this hamlet.

Markets

16. There are no markets of commercial impor-
mfnce nearby. Once in a year after harvest the
;"“agers visit Adilabad, the nearcst marketing place
or marketing cotton which they 8row: They get
most of their domestic requircments from the weekly
Shflndy held on every Friday at sirpur village one
312: daWay from Bhurnur, and f-rom
west yfheld on every Saturday at Jainur towards
Sir uo Bhurnur village at a distance of 12 miles.
hat?i‘r village also is commonly visited by. the 1n-
Sir ants of Bhurnur. They also sell jowar 1

pur village, though in small quantities.

la17'~ No one in the village could s2Y why the vil-
vi%le is named ‘Bhurnur’. All the inhabitants of the
theage are migrants to this area. According t0 them

present area of the village was SOM® th

also ago
too
a part of the
were induce

Bhurnur.
and 3 families

Tejapur, q village in
of 40 miles and got lands.

Taluk came and settled.
migrant families
main village itself.

people who ha
relatives too to this place.
of families increased gradually.

Migration

originally lived togeth
formed themselves into
some shifting

hamlet.
facilities in Bhurnur village.

household pelonging
to the presenthabitati

later on, by

a Rescrve Forest. When Professort Haimendorf
k up the welfare programmes for the tribals,
land was dereserved and these people
d to settle down in the area now called
In the first instance, 14 families of Gonds
of Pradhans came down from
Asifabad Taluk at a distance
Later, 12 Gond families
d Budhwarpet villages of Kinwat
In the initial stages these
from both the places stayed in the
As the days rolled on, the

d come in the beginning invited their
In this way the number

houscholds who thus migrated and
er in Bhurnur yillage soon
two groups and parted away,
to another area named Gedamguda
Added to this, there Were no proper water
In the beginning one
to Gedam clan of Gonds shifted
on area of the hamlet followed

all the migrant families who came from
dilabad and Boath Taluks. All the mig-
s of the above mcntioned taluks are thus
found today in Gedamguda hamlet whereas those who
came from Asifabad ared and also from ‘the neigh-
bouring yillages are living in Bhurnur village. As

§ri Gedam Motiram who is still

the first settler is ran
living in this new habitation area, it is named after

his clan as Gedamguda.

imilarly, one Pradhan family and one Lohar
1so migrants from Kinwat

te family who are 2
casic .o Gedamguda. The other four

had migrated from the
ettled in Bhurpur. The
lies who have migrated
the main village of

18. All the

Kinwat, A
rant familie

neighbouring villages have s
three Scheduled Caste farr}1 .
hettipet aré staying m

from Laks
Bhurnur.
20. Of the 63 households present at the time of
seholds reported that they

survey during 1961, 36 hou .
had migrated to this place during the present gener-

ation and the remaining 27 households reported tha

they had settled here more than three generations ago
Since the inhabitants of this village came to settl
down here a8

migrants as @ result of the rehabilita
tion schemes star

ted 30 years ago, when the head ¢
a present household reported that they came genere
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Gods in that abnormal strength seems to be fictiti-
ous but yet one has to accept the faith of these
people.

9. She left all of them mercilessly and approa-
ched in hunger her grandfather, who having become
blind because of her lack of chastity burnt her into
ashes by pushing forcibly a picce of glowing charcoal
in her throat.

10. One day Shembhu Mahadev with his wife
_ Girjal Parvathileft on a tour of the earth on Nandi’s
back. On the way she went to relieve herself and
heard the crooning of the forsaken Gods and took
them all home.  She suckled the Gond Gods at her
right breast and all others at her teft.  Stowly, the
right breast dricd up and Mahadev having reatised
her mistake in feeding the insatiable Gond Gods with
milk abused her and cooked solid food in ghee and
served them but the Gond Gods were not satisficd as
the liguor was not served. On knowing this Shembhu
created a moluwwa treec and liquor was distilled out of
its flowers and served. Having intoxicated them-
selves on tiquor they then grumbled for meat.

11. Shembhu Mahadev to satisfy their demand,
created a squirrel out of thedirt of his thigh and left
it amidst them. Gonds while chasing it entered a
cave. Shembhu Mahadev following them stealthily
closed the entrance of the cave with a big boulder
and created a banian tree beside the cave and left
Ranisurval, a bird, to guard 1it.  Shembhu Mahadev
on return fed the Telugu and Maratha Gods with
the food prepared for Gond Gods and cursed the
Gond Gods to cat jowar only.

The coming of Pahandi Kupar Lingal

12. Pahandi Kupar Lingal, a foundling discover-
cd by Sonkharstar Guru was the son of King Jalak-
dev and Hira Devi. He was born with lings* all
over the body and for that reason he was left in the
forest to his fate; as he grew up hc learnt of the
imprisonment of Gond Gods through his Guru and
was scarching for them in the forests.

13. Onc day Lingal went to see his rice field
which he had broadcast on unploughed land and
found that much of the crop was eaten away by wild
animals. He looked round and found two samburs
and shot onc of them and started for home. But
hardly after going a few steps a nymph appeared

* Ling is synonymous with fingam, the sacred phullus of Siva.

before him.  Lingal recognised her divine nature,
and enquired the purpose of her coming.

14. She was Jangu Bai, who on the advice of
Shembhu Mahadev was scarching for Lingal. She
enlightened him that he was to be the priest (Katoda)
of all the Gond Gods and must scarch for them.
Further she requested him (o give her a Kin group
but he declined.  Jangu Bai disappearcd saying the
following words, **When you find them, think of me
and I will lend you my help.”

15. He roamed the whole world playing his
Jattoor (guitar) and finally approached Shembhu
Mahadev for help.

16. Lord Shembhu feigned ignorance but his
younger wife showed him the way. Lingal crossing
the thick forest reached the banyan tree near the
cave and relaxed there playing on jattoor. The Gond
Gods inside the cave hearing the melodious sound,
began to croon and dance. The gigantic bird Rani-
surval was still there guarding. At this juncture he
remembered the word given by Jangu Bai and thought
of her and immediately she appeared and suggested
a plan to release the Gond Gods, by killing the in-
fant birds while their parent birds were away. Lingal
tricd to climb the tree but could not do so as the
trunk of the tree was smooth. Jangu Bai helped him
by leaning against the trec. While climbing up, he
placed his feet on her hips and then on her shoutders.
Sceing Lingal, thus climbing, the young ones shriek-
cd so loudly that the world trembled and darkness
enveloped.  In great fear Lingal climbed down put-
ting his feet on her breasts and slid down between
her and the tree, brushing against her abdomen. In
her anger she said that they both cannot remain in

onc kin group since he climbed up as brother and
climbed down as a man.

17. Hecaring the shricks of their young ones, the
parent birds hastened back. Jangu Bai saved Lingal
from the clutches of the savage birds by killing
them. Then the great boulder was lifted from the
entrance of the cave and all the Gond Gods, namely,
five-wen, six-wen, seven-wen and lastly the four-wen
brothers came out. Lingal led them to Poropatar
Dhanegaon. The problem of establishing the kin-
groups cropped up. Lingal was in a dilemma and
rushed again to Lord Shembhu for his advice leaving
the Gond Gods on the way. But Lord Shembhu
cxpressing his inability advised him to seek the
counsel of Bharat Raja. Accordingly, Lingal met
Bharat Raja who readily agrced. On sceing these
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people coming, the Gond Gods fell upon the Kin'g
and his family and devourcd them to satisfy their
hunger. Pahandi Kupar Lingal quickly drew a circle
round himself and sat down in the middle and played
on his jattoor to charm the Gond Gods.

18. The Pahandi Kupar Lingal then gave them
rice which he had grown in the valley of Son-Kuruwa
and asked them to cook it after taking bath in the
nearby river.

19. Accordingly, they went to the river, took
bath, crossed the stream and cooked rice on the
far bank. The seven, six and five brothers cooked
their rice in water. After finishing their meals they
went away to Poropatar Dhancgaon without waiting
for four brothers. But the four brothers were cook-
ing their rice in ghee which took much time.  After
1aking food the four brothers also hastenced to cross
the river, but the flood water rosc and swept them
away. They were saved by a chisti kova, a monkey.
In gratitude they promised the monkey to have a
clan by that name in their phratry. Even to this day
there is a clan by name kova (monkey) in the phratry
and the people belonging to this clan do not kill
monkeys.

20. The seven, six and five brothers having
already reached Dhanegaon were trying to build
houses. The seven brothers put up seven posts, six
brothers six posts and five brothers five posts, but
none could succeed in putting up a house. At last
the four brothers came and successfully constructed
a house with four posts. Then the other three
groups begged the four brothers to teach them the
building of a house. Buat they refused because they
were deserted. They repented for their folly and
held the four brothers phratry in high esteem, and
even now the people of the four brothers phratry are
respected by the rest and their word in all the reli-
gious functions, ¢fc., is given greater weight.

Institution of Persa Pen and Sagas

21. There is no differentiation in the social
hierarchical order among the remaining three kin-
groups (Sagas) and are treated cqually.

22. Atlastall the Gond Gods were established
at Poropatar Dhanegaon, but Lingal was not satis-
fied. ‘Penk sorji monk authank’ - the Gond Gods
were no more Gods and hence they turned into men.
As the intention of Lingal was the rctention of
Gonds progeny, he wanted to create kin-groups and

great God (Persa Pen), in the absence of which the
marriage or worship among Gonds men may not be
in order. He, therefore, established kin-groups
(Sagas) and Persa Pen (great God) for each Saga.
Lingal divided the Gond Gods into four kin-groups
(Sagas) and formed the following Sagas (phratrics or
kin-groups).

1. Edwen Saga (Seven Gods phratry)
2. Sarwen Saga (Six Gods phratry)
3. Sewen Saga (Five Gods phratry)
4. Nalwen Saga (Four Gods phratry)

Each Saga (phratry) has got a number of clans
{parisy a description of which is given in the later
pages.

23. Lingal got chauwur, (chauwur isa large whisk
made of yak’s hair resembling the ceremonial fly-
whisks belonging to the insignia of Rajas and used
in ritual of worship of Hindu deities) of both white
and black, and bamboo shafts having seven, six, five
and four nodes, white and red cloth pieces, small

Jingling bells, for establishing the Persa Pen (great
God).

24. Then at Lingal’s command, the Gond Gods
bound chauwur to the bamboo shafts, and the white
ones to the shafts of the seven and four nodes, and
the black ones to those of six and five nodes; to these
bells were tied, to cach as many bells as it had nodes,
cloth was wrapped round, white clothes to white
chauwur and red cloth to black chauwur and the sale
(spear-head) tied to the bamboo under the cloth.
When all was completed, fqur leaf-shelters were
erccted and one figure created above was put in each
one of them. All the Gond Gods stood in front
with folded hands and worshipped saying, ‘You are
our Persa Pen’. Even to-day the Gonds of this area
worship their great God with great reverence
annually. The ritual ceremony of the festival of this
great God is dealt elsewhere in this monograph.

25. Then the puja was to be performed to the
Persa Pen. Lingal asked one of the Gond Gods to
play on jaftoor and another to perform the ritual.
But none of them agreed. Immediately, Lingal went
to Brahmadeva and Lord Shembhu Mahadev and got
onec man from each who are Devadyani (Katoda, the
priest) and Devagyani (Patadi-Pradhan). Then
Lingal asked Pradhan (the latter) to play on Jattoor
while the Katoda performed the rituals. The four
sons of Prabhu Guru or Patadi-Pradhan were assign-
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ed to each kin-group to assist the Gond in all
their religious festivals ete. The functions of the
Katoda and Patadi are dealt in detail in Chapter V
of this monograph.

26. In the end, the culture hero Pahandi Kupar
Lingal performed marriages of the kin-heads and
settled them in the villages mentioned below advis-
ing them not to forget him.

Statement 11

DETAILS OF SAGAS

Name of the Saga Village
(1) (2)
Edwen Saga Bhoormachuva

Sarwen Saga (Pandaven Saga) Jamethokoorvelki
Sewen Saga Soyanoor patera

Nalwen Saga Remitek

Clan system

27. As already said cach Saga is divided into
number of clans (paris). Al the four Sagas arc
not having cither the same clans or the same number
of clans. The number of clans in cach Saga given
below is not quitc cxhaustive but is limited by the
degree of information that could be clicited during
the survey.

Statement HI
DETAJLS OF CLANS

Edwen Saga (Seven Gods phratry)

The names of the seven brethers arc:

H Dhanavai (5) Chikta Raja
(2)  Dhaulkor (6) Bhandasara
3 Piducjunga (7 Bhuighotia
“) Pacmuder

And the number of clans ( Paris) in this Saga are:

o Medavi (6) Vedama
2) Mesram (7 Pusnak

&) Dhurva 8 Marsukula
4 Soyam 9) Puika

(5 Jugnaka (10) Kursing

Sarwen Saga (Six Gods phratry)
The nanies of (he six brothers are:

(1) Aheudal ) Tepaiuadal

(2)
3 ,\paiud.xl

Mahendal (5 Bandakusurudal
(t)  Undaval

Clans (Paris)

h Atram (6) Kotnaka
(2) Gedam (N Yerma

3 Thodasam (8 Kudmetha
(4) Pendoor (C)) Katlam

(5) Urvetha (10) Vetandhi

Sewen Saga (Five Gods phrairy)
I'he names of the five brothers are:
(0 Ahcrahud 4 Simalrahud
() Maherahud (5 Dhundyatrahud
(3) Pekavahud
Clans (Paris)

(H Godem (3) Kinaka
(2) Kurma (6) Sayam ,
3) Kanaka 7 Jugnag
(h Kursinga (8) Poyam

Nualwen Saga (Four Gods pliratry)

The names of the four brothersare :

(1 Sirmala (1) Sirkala

(2) Sirpala 4 Sirfala
Clans (Paris)

(n Posam (6) Madpachi

(2) Kusram (7) Pusram

3 Netti (8) PDoram

4) Puchaki 9) Kove

(5) Talanda

28. In the main village Bhurnur, Gonds and
Pradhans of 4th, 5th and 6th Sagas arc found but
not those of 7th Saga. However, there arc only
Gond houscholds of 5th, 6th and 7th Sagas in the
hamlet of Gedamguda with not even a single housc-
hold of 4th Saga. The solitary Pradhan houschold
of this hamlct falls under 6th Saga. Following are
the names of the clans to which the people of this
hamlet belong who fall in the above three Sagas.

Sewen Saga (Sth God)
(n Kanaka () Godam (3) Kurma
Sarwen Saga (6h God)
(1) Gedam (2) Kudmetha
(&) Pendoor 4 Atram
Ldwen Saga (7th God)
1) Mesram (&) Medari (3) Purka
29. Similarly, the Gonds and Pradhans of 4th,
5th and 6th Sagas of Bhurnur main village arc divid-
ed into the following clans.
Sewen Suga (5th God)
nH Kiunaka 2) Kursings (®)) Kurma
Sarwen Saga (0rh God)
(nH Atram (2) Thodasam  (3) Pendoor
Nalwen Sugra (4ih God)
hH Posam
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30. As already said in the previous pages
each Saga has its own Persa Pen. The people be-
longing to different clans in a particular Saga wor-
ship that particular Persa Pen only. People falling
within the same Saga are considered to be of the
line of brothers and sisters and the marital alliances
are therefore contracted only outside their Saga.
Except the worship of Pcrsa Pen, all the other festi-
vals, etc., are collectively observed irrespective of
Saga and clan. Saga (phratry) is not a bar forthe
participation in social functions.

Pradhans

31. Pradhans also trace the history of their
erigin from the Gond mythology. For playing on
guitar at the time of Persa Pen ritual, Lingal, the
cultural hero of Gonds brought from Lord Shembhu,
one Prabhu Guru who came along with his four sons
who were allotted to each phratry for being the
bards and musicians and that is why perhaps they
still continue to be the bards of Gonds. No story
or information other than this version is given by
the Pradhans about the origin of their caste.

32. Before considering the Pradhans as the
original bards to Gonds, it may be worthwhile to
make a passing reference to another tribe of Thotis
who are also known as Birdugonds and who claim
to be the original bards of the Gonds. The conti-
nuance of some Thoti families to be the bards and
advisers to certain clans of Gond families make one
believe that they were originally associated with
Gonds in this capacity. The version of the Thotis
is that their ancestor helped Lingal in getting the
sale (spear-head) which was therefore named as
Birdar Sale after the name of their caste viz, Birdu-
gonds. Even to-day this spear-head of the Persa
Pen deity is known after that name. It seems,
Lingal gave the guitar at the time of establishing the
Persa Pen and advised their ancestor to be a Patadi,
the ritual beggar to the Gonds. This guitar is
even now in the possession of Thotis but not in that
of Pradhans who also claim to be the bards for
Gonds. More details about this tribe of Thotis or
Birdugonds are given in the Malkepalle* village sur-
vey monograph. ~

» 33, As the word Pradhan implies it may also
be inferred that they were associated with Gonds as
ministers (Pradhans) when the Gonds were rulers
and because of this association with Gonds during

the past they might have acquired a knowledge of the
cultural and social life of the Gonds and that after
the fall of the Gond Kingdom, the Pradhans still
continued the same relationship and became bards
of Gonds. The Gonds also might have found it
convenient to reciprocate this relationship with
Pradhans who were once their political advisers.

34. Mr. Setu Madhava Rao, in his booklet,
Among the Gonds of Adilabad observes;

¢« ..the Pradhans came into contact with and allied
themselves to the Gonds late in the day. Originally,
they scem to have been professional bards of the
Rajput Kings and chiefs of the Central Provinces. With
the decline of these chiefs the bards must have lost
their means of subsistence and with it their social
state. With the rise of the Gond Chiefs, who must
have been, looked down upon by the Rajput families,
the Pradhans found it economically advantageous to
themselves to seek service with the Gonds. But
mixing with beef eating Gonds must have meant their
excommunication and thus in course of time the
Pradhans lost all status among the caste people and
became a part of the Gond institutions'1

35. Whatever might be the affinity of the
Pradhans to-day culturally, they belong, no doubt, to
the aboriginal group, but their racial roots seem to
be elsewhere. Even at a glance most Pradhans are
easily distinguishable from Gonds.

36. The language of Pradhans is Marathi, but
they are equally familiar with Gondi. Indeed the
Gondi is the language of epics and hymns which they
sing at feasts and for entertaining the Gond
audience. The Pradhan is a humdYist and his jokes
are greatly enjoyed by the Gonds whose sympathy
the Pradhans seek and from whom they accept alms.

37. The same Gond system of exogamous
phratries and clan exist among Pradhans. All the
households of the Gonds of a particular clan have a
Pradhan Rota Patadi of the same clan to play at
their social functions and in return give him certain
gifts and presents. This is a traditional custom. A
detailed discussion about the Patadi is made in the
succeeding Chapters. The Gonds and Pradhans have
the same religious practices. They observe the same
festivals. In ceremonies connected with marriage,
death or other social functions, the Gond pattern is
followed in every detail by the Pradhans. However,
their songs are in Marathi. The Pradhans worship

the same deities as the Gonds and attend most of
their religious ceremonies.

1 Setu Madhava Rao, Among the Gonds of Adilabad, (Hyderabad : 1949), p, 56
* A Monograph on Malkepalle, Census of India, Vol, I, Andhra Pradesh, Part VIi—Serial No. 43
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38. Though closely connected with Gonds’ social
organisation, Pradhans are not accorded equal sociz'il
status. Gonds do not allow Pradhans to enter their
houscs or dine with them; instead they treat them
as untouchables. In a Gond habitation, the houses
of Pradhans will always be a bit aloof. Gonds do
not tolerate Pradhans occupying a chair or cot while
they stand nor they allow him to sit with them. A
Pradhan is cxpected to greet the Gond first when both
meect. But now-a-days the outlook of Pradhans
and Gonds has undergone much change. The Gonds
are not now-a-days paying much importance to the
Pradhans as they used to. The Pradhans on their
part are also beginning to feel that it is below their
dignity to play on kingri, a string instrument and
beat drums and play on other musical instruments in
the marriages and other religious functions of Gonds.
The Pradhans have also started to compete with
their masters in all walks of life. Most of the
Pradhans have now taken to agriculture and other
avocations. Examples are not lacking to show that
the Pradhans also are working as teachers and as
Sarpanchs (Presidents) of Village Panchayats in the
democratic institutions. The Gonds are forced to
accept this change under the present day circum-
stances, though with contempt and reluctance.

39. There are five Pradhan households in the
village, four in the main village Bhurnur and one
in Gedamguda hamlet. They have also migrated
from the various placcs to eke out livelihood
just like the Gonds.

Lohar

40, There is one Lohar (blacksmith) caste
houschold that has migrated to this place some
eight ycars back from Budhuvarpet, Kinwat Taluk of
Maharashtra State on the initiation of Gonds of
Gedamguda who also hail from the same village.
Brought herc to attend to the needs of the
agriculturat families he has gradually acquired lands
also. Fig. 3 shows a Lohar couple.

Madiga

41. The heads of two Madiga (Scheduled Caste)
houscholds that had migrated from Lakshettipet, a
p]uins village, some FWelve years back in search of
jand have been appointed as village servants. They
are (reated as untouchables. Fig. 4 shows a Madiga

COUP!C'

Gocial status | | |
S 42, Gonds occupy @ high place in the social

hy of this villige. Their status is higher than
hicrare

that of Pradhans. Whereas Pradhans eat at the hands
of Gonds, the latter do not take food at the hands
of former. Gonds and Pradhans oncc beef caters
have given it up a decade back perhaps due to the
factors induced through the various developmental
programmes and also due to their contacts with the
plains people. The Lohar enjoys equal social status
with the Gonds. Pradhans are superior to Madigas,
the only beef caters in this vitlage.

Population by age and sex

43. The scx ratio roughly works out to 104
females for every 100 males. The age group of 0-14
which may be taken as the school going age 8roup
accounts for 148 persons equally divided among
males and females, of thc total population. The
age groups 15-24 and 25-59 which may be construed
as the working force, represent 81 males and _93
females, i. e., 174 persons of the total population
of 344. Therc are only 22 persons viz, 14 males apd
8 females of 60 years and above. The communitywise
distribution is that Gonds form approximate‘ly
859, or 292 of the total of 344 persons. Next I
order comc the Pradhans, another tribe with a
strength of 37 persons. The remaining 16 persons
are distributed among the two castes, i. e. Lohar
(6 persons) and Madiga (10 persons) [Table 3].

Marital status

44. Table 4 gives the details of the marital
status of the population, communitywise. Half
the number of the Gond men and women are
married whereas only 4 men and 6 women out of
36 Pradhans are married. Among the Gonds, there
are 125 persons who are never marricd and of them
69 are men and 56 are women. Of these 125 persons
cxcepting 11 persons, the rest arc all children ©
below 14 years of age. There arc 70 men and 79
women in the category of ‘married’. 15 are (3 men
and 12 women) widowed while there are 3 persons
(men) who have divorced. Child marriages ar¢ not
common among the Gonds. There are 15 widowed
persons among Gonds and only 3 of them are men
and the rest are women, Among the 3 widowers
two are in the age group of 25-59 ycars and .onf..‘, 18
in the age group of 60 years and above. the incide-
nce of widowhood is found more among the women.
All the 3 divorced are men.

45. Of the 36 Pradhans, 22 arc never marrield
and are mostly young children, There is only
one male in the age group of 25-59 who is not
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married. Only 10 persons—4 males and 6 females
are married and all of them are above the age of
twenty years. With no married person below the age
of 20 years it can safcly be concluded that the child
marriages are uncommon among this tribe too.
There are a widow and a widower in the age group
of 25-59. Similarly, there are one male and one
female who have divorced.

46. Out of 10 persons among Madigas, five are
never married, four married and one widowed. Of
the four married persons, two arc males and two are
females who fall in the age group of 25-59 years. Of
the 6 persons among the Lohar caste two are never
married, two are married and two are widowed
(Table 4).

47. The above analysis makces it clear that the
child marriages are not common among all the com~
munities of this village. The incidence of divorce
and separation are also not very much.

48. Table 5 gives the details of population by
age, sex and education. The extent of literacy is
negligible in the village. Despite various efforts
adopted by the Government the progress in literacy
is not encouraging. This fact is evident from the
figures that out of 292 persons among the Gonds,
only 20 are literates. Again of the 20 literates, 8
persons—all are males—are without any educational
standard, 11 are having Primary standard and only
one male seems to have studied upto Matriculation.
Of the eleven persons who are having education upto
Primary standard, 7 are males and four are females
and they are all mostly of school going age. The one
person who has studied upto Matriculation is a
Government teacher in the village.

49. The litecracy standard among the Pradhans is
much more deplorable when compared to Gonds.
Of the 36 persons, only 2 males are literate, One of
them, only a literate without educational standard,
js in the age group of 25-59 years and the other
literate who is in the age group of 0-14 years is
attending the local Primary School.

30. None of the Madigas is literate. One mem-
ber in the Lohar (blacksmith) household is literate
without any educational standard who is in the age
group of 25-59 years. Though the school is func-
tioning since a decade, the standard of literacy is
very poor which shows the lack of the parents in
their children’s education.

51. Table 6 gives the details of age, scx and lite-
racy of the household heads. Of the 55 household
heads among the Gonds, 54 are males and one is a
female. Again of these 55 heads of households, 10
are literate and 45 are illiterate. Similarly, all the
5 household heads among Pradhans are males and of
this only one is a literate. Thc 2 Madiga household
heads are illiterate males. The one household head
of Lohar caste is a literate.

House types

52. Generally, the houses of Gonds, Pradhans
and other caste people living in the village do not vary
much from one another except in size. Fig. §
shows a house under construction and Fig. 6 gives
its plan. All the people irrespective of caste and
tribe construct their dwellings with the locally
available forest material. They do not have either
foundations or platforms for their houses.- All the
houses are not equal in size which mostly depends
upon the size of the family and also the economic con-
dition of the particular household. Those who can af-
ford, do have in their houses more than one room.
The type of house itself to some extent throws light
on the economy of the household. For the last five to
six ycars, changes are being seen in the construction -

" of houses both due to the assistance of Government

as well as due to their personal inclination. Desire
for tin and tiled roofed houses is becoming more
among the tribals of this area. It is said that roof-
ing grass is not available in abundance and that one
has to go far into the interior of the forests, even if
it is available. Probably, this may also be one of the
reasons for the tribals aspiring for pucca houses. In
Gedamguda hamlet are eight tin roofed houses of
which one belongs to the Lohar caste houschold the
remaining seven being those of Gond households.
The other households in this hamlet have thatched
houses. In the main village Bhurnur, the 16 Gond
families have constructed tiled roofed houses un-
der the Rural Housing Scheme sponsored by the Pan-
chayat Samithi, Utnur. Each household is given an
outright grant of Rs. 500 for the construction of
the house. All the Pradhans are however having
only thatched houses. The tiled and thatched houses
are four sloped while the tin roofed houses are with
one slope only. These changes in their housing
introduced through various developmental program-
mes are quite welcome to the people,

Selection of house site

53. No elaborate ceremony is conducted for the
selection of house site by the Gonds, Pradhans and
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people living in the village.  After select-
of land by a particular household two
jual length are taken and are placed in
ape as shown in the sketch.  In case
the north-castern side is found less it is
auspicious and vice versa.

HOUSE SITE
ABACD: ROPES

castc people, ie., Madiga and Lohar
at they do not obscrve any ceremony for
n of house site.

1day, Monday, Wednesday and Friday are
onsidered auspicious for any social or
nctions by all the communities living in
Selection of house site is also done on
above said days and the construction is
1 on the same day. Ordinarily, the jn-
construct thatched houses resting on
lars. The wooden pillars are erected
o the size of the house. The required
the house construction is brought from
rest frec of cost. The villagers especially
tural families pay annually Re. 1 to the
rd which is locally known as mamool or
for the fuel and the timber used for
implements.  In casc the timber is
constructing the house, the terms will be
 the Forest Guard. It is said that for a
Rs. 30 are paid to the Forest Guard
Sometimes he may demand even more,
is passed to the villagers for these pay-
ne amount thus collected is apparently
¢ the official concerned.

st the Penkomta (the God's pillar) is
south-castern corner after offering a
e a fowl.  The minimum number of
llars used in constructing an ordinary
r. Beams known as dulaly are rested

lengthwisc on the wooden pillars locally called
mundelu.  Kada partilu (rafters) are placed on the
beams. Oun the two central beams a ‘V’ shaped
frame known as sepay is fixed and on this a patti
(rafter) is placed. Wooden rafters called khonia
patta are placed on four corners and then the other
rafters are arranged on all the sides at an interval
ol 6 inches.  The onc end of the rafter rests on the
patti which is placed on sepay and the other end on
the partis placed lengthwise. Then the roof is
thatched with the locally available roofing grass.
Onjthis a few big logs are placed so as to prevent
the grass from being blown off by strong winds and
gales.  Tribals arc allowed to get the roofing grass
frec of cost but others have to pay Rs. 2.50 P. per
cart load of grass to the concerncd Forest
Contractor, The side openinglare covercd with
bamboo waven tattics or wooden rafters and
plastered with mud and dung to form the walls of
the hut.  Even for the tin and tiled roofed houses,
the same type of tatty wallsare used. The tattics
are manufactured by the villagers themsclves. But
the finer varicty of tatties are purchased from the
Kolams —a tribe —at scven and a half square feet
per rupee.  No skilled labour is cngaged for such
type of houses. The carpentry work is done by the
villagers themsclves,

56. The spirit of community hcelp is still
present among the tribals, Irrespective of phratry
or clan all the people lend a helping hand in house
construction. Thosc who so assist arc not paid but
arc fed on the days of work. Generally, the
construction is completed within two days. But,
for the construction of the basement of a newly
crected tiled house, skilled labour is brought from
Adilabad, who arc paid Rs. 4 daily.

57. A small partition inside the house is made
to serve as kitchen. The main door is kept facing
cither cast or north. A few households who have
back yard have two doors also. No windows are
kept. No separate portion is kept apart to provide
seerecy to women when taking bath. The women
during the pollution period sit in one corner of
the house, the same apartment being made use of
atthe time of delivery too. No practice of decost-
ing the walls with colour or lime cxists.

Housc—warming ceremony

58. No claborate house-warming ccremony 18
observed by the inhabitants of the village. After
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the completion of the house, cither on Friday or
on Wednesday, the owner of the house and his
wife in the carly hours of the day enter the house,
newly completed, holding a pot in which food is
cooked. Ordinary jowar food is prepared and five
small children are fed irrespective of clan or
phratry on this day. Those who are economically
well off however invite their relatives and enter-
tain them to a feast. The Madigas report that
they have not observed among them house-warming
ceremony. The detailed description of a typical
house of a Gond household narrated below will
give the various arrangements inside the house.

e 59. Generally, the plinth arca of an average
house in the village is about 18’ x 16'. There are
houses too whose plinth area is double that of the
average house. Though the plinth area may be
small, the homstead area may be much more. For
instance, of the 7 households intensively surveyed,
3 households have cach a homestead arca of 51 to
10 cents, another 3 households have a homestead

_area of 10']1 to 15 cents each, with only one

houschold having a homestead area of more than
15 cents (Table 31). The eaves of the house are
kept projected to the extent of 3’ in the front side
where a small mud platform is raised which is
known as vora used for sitting and chit-chating.
Rolu (a grinding stone) and a jatha (mortar) are
also found in the same room. In other words,
there is only one room meant for all purposes.
During the night it is used as bedding room for
both young and old. No separate apartments are
found for men and women. During menstruation
period the women sit in the same room in one
corner. There is no provision to let out the smoke
from the kitchen. There is no provision for proper
lighting and ventilation in other parts of the house.
Except thc Madigas, all others in the village
maintain their houses ncat and clean and it is more
so in the case of Gonds.

Dress

60. The dress pattern of men of this village
irrespective of caste or tribe is common, the
difference being found only in its cost, the more
prosperous obviously being able to” afford better

material.

61. The men, wear dhoti of white cotton cloth,
4 yards long, usually girded above the knees, a
shirt and a white coloured turban. Fig. 7 shows
the usual dress of a man and woman. A small piece
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of cloth is used as upper cloth which is loosely
thrown over their shoulder. Fig. 8 shows an old
Gond couple. Poor people wear a banian of white
cloth in place of the shirt. Coats and costly silk
patkas (turbans) are also used by the well-to-do
men. While working in the field they tuck their
dhoti in the shape of longhoti and remove the shirt
(Fig. 9). Generally the men when going out put on
neatly washed dress. Pants, shirts, shorts etc.,
are also commonly used by the younger generation
of the day. Men generally have a pair of dhotis, a
shirt, a banian, turban and an upper cloth though
the moneyed people have more than a pair. The
minimum cost of dressis about Rs.25 per annum.
A pair of dhoti costs about Rs. 12 to 13 which is
purchased in the shandy of Sirpur village from the
cloth merchants. Sometimes they also purchase
from the itincrary merchants who are popularly
known as madrasis. These people visit the villages
in the slack season and give them clothes on credit
at abnormal prices and collect the same at the time
of harvest. Some people purchase rcady-made
shirts in the shandy and a few get them stitched by
the tailor at Sirpur village. The stitching charges
for a shirt are about 75 Paise.

62. The mode of dressing of the Gond women
differs somewhat from that of women of other
ethnic groups of this area (Fig. 10). The elderly
women of this tribe do not use the choli (blouse)
though its use is not a taboo. Cholis are worn by
Gond women at the time of Dhandari dance. Now-
a-days wearing choli among the young women is
becoming very popular. Most of the women in
Gedamguda are found wearing cholis. The old
fashion of wearing the saree is also slowly changing.
They use sarees of 9 yards length. The poor people
cut it into two equal parts and use it in which case
the wearing is quite typical. The one end of the
saree is firmly tied round the hips leaving a portion
below, which is drawn between the legs and tucked
in at the back while the other end is thrown over
the left shoulder, its fold covering the abdomen
and chest, shoulders; the greater part of the back
as well as the arms are left uncovered. Fig. 11
shows two women, one following the old typical
way of dressing and the other having adopted the
more modern method with a choli also added. The
arms, chest and the back are generally adorned with
elaborate tattoo marks (See Fig. 15). They wear
gaudy dresses of different colours on ceremonial
occasions and apply oil to their hair profusely.
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63. Other women including the Pradhans
wear sarec and choli (bodicc) and the same
ornaments as Gonds’ women but they wear the sarce
in Maharashtrian fashion, i. e., tucking scveral
folds in the front and taking a corner tightly in
between the two legs as in Fig. 11, The present day
Gond women are taking to this mode of dress. Fig.
12 shows a typical Pradhan couple.

64. Both men and women purchase their clothes
at Sirpur shandy (Fig. 13). Ordinarily the dress of
a Gond woman costs about Rs. 13 in case they do
not have choli and otherwise it will cost Rs. {5 as
in the case of other woman. The ¢holi wearing
among the Gond women is popular since the last
one decade. There is no difference in the dress of a
married, unmarried or widowed in the village
among all the communities.

Footwear

65. Footwear is used by all the conmmunitics in
the village.  No religious taboo is attached to this,
Generally, those who are well-off go in for chappals
(leather footwear).  In this village nearly 40 men
and 20 women arc using chappals which are
purchased at Sirpur shandv. The local Madigas
also sell them now and then. A pair of chappals
costs about Rs. 3. The Gonds do not enter the
house with chappals nor do they take them inside
and others also have to observe this custom
rigidly.

Hair style

66. The hair style of the women of the viilage
is very simple. They comb their hair, bring it back
and tie it in a knot at the nape of the neck. The
men have cither clean shaven head or modern crop
The modern cosmetics have not yet become pOpula;—
with the villagers.

Ornaments

67. There is not much 'diﬂ‘crence in the
ornaments wornt by the Gonds and Pradhans. The

other caste people also more or less use the same
type  of  ornaments. All  the ornaments
described here are not nccessarily possessed by
cvery woman as possession of the ornaments
depends upon the cconomic condition of the
households. The ornaments worn are (a) chitang, a
narrow gold ornament worn round the neck, (b)
sakri, a silver chain with a heart shaped pendant
hanging over the chest, (c) kante, a silver
ornament, and other silver chains, (d) pulli, a gold
ear-ring worn in the ear, (¢) bajaban, an artisti-
cally bent silver elbow ornament, (f) khade,a plain
silver wrist ornament, (g) tikalemudde, and (h)
mudde, the silver finger rings with or without coins
of various denominations fixed to them (the mudde
which is worn by men is however generally made of
gold), (i) patti, the silver belt, the most valuable
possession of the women-folk worn on the waist
over the sarce, (j) panjol or thode, the silver
anklet, (k) nadipatti, a silver waist belt worn by
men (Fig. 14).  Jodu, toc rings and pusti, the black
beaded necklace are worn only by women in married
status. Fig. 15 shows a Gond belle bedecked with
some ornamecnts. The unmarried and widows are

not allowed to wear the last two ornaments. Of .

course, if a widow is remarried she can have them
again. Besides these ornaments they wear necklace
of coins and other silver chains.

68. The material that is used for these
ornaments may not always be purc silver. Generally
the well-to-do use pure silver and get their or-
naments prepared by the goldsmith at Adilabad and
a few get them made at Asifabad also. Ornaments
arc also purchased at Keslapur fair but these are
made of some silver alloy known as kandiyendi. The
ornaments posscssed by the poorer section of the
people arc mostly made of kandiyendi and are
invariably purchased at Keslapur fair (Fig. 16).
The price of each ornament and the making charges
are given on page 15,
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Statement 1V

COST OF METAL AND MAKING CHARGES FOR ORNAMENTS

Cost of
A,
Name of ornament - Gold Silver Kandiyendi Making charges
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. P.
(@) Chitang 80 to 100 12.00 per ornament
1 30 to 40 ' 0.13 per tola of
(b) Sakri . silver
12 to 14 0-13 per tola of
() Kante or sari 30 to 40 o gilver
(d) Pulli . . 100 per pair 5.00 per pair
: ir 8 to 10 per pair 0-25 per tola of
Se) Bajaban . . 30 to 40 per pai silver
. 25 per pair 4 per pair 0-13 per tola of
(f) Khade . . per pai Diiver
(8) Tikalemudde . 4105 1.00 per ornament
(h) Mudde . . . 40 to S0 4t05 5.00 for gold or
) “ 1.00 for silver
. . . . . 60to 100 25 0.25 per tola of
@ Patti silver
. . . . 40 to 60 per pair 12 per pair 0-25 per tola of
(3) Panjol os thoda per !
(k) Nadipatti 60 to 100 25 0-25 per tola of
. silver

(1) Jodu

The Madigas in the village do not possesss any
costly ornaments. The itinerary merchants bring
rolled gold ornaments for sale in this area and young
women of all communities are -attracted towards
them and the desire for the possession of such type
of ornament is found more among Pradhan women.

Household goods

69. Brass and aluminium utensils are used both
for cooking and eating. Cooking in earthen pots is
not common among the Gonds, Pradhans and Lohar.
People of these three communities use the earthen
pots of both small and big size, for preserving water
and other condiments, The Madigas use earthen
vessels for cooking also. The earthen pots are pur-
chased at Sirpur shandy. Small size pot costs about
0.50 P. while the bigger one costs Rs. 1.50 P. The
medium size pot known as thoditha budde costs about
0.75 P. which is used for fetching water. Except
Madigas, all the other community people in th.e vil~
lagepossess sufficient number of brass and aluminium
utensils, and it is more among the Gonds. All these
utensils are purchased at Keslapur fair though now
and then they are also obtained from the itinerary
merchants. Fig. 17 shows some of the utensils. The

4 to 5 per pair 1 to 2 per pair 1.00 per silver

pair

names of different utensils, the material used and
their cost are given below
Statement V
DETAILS OF UTENSILS

S. No. Name of utensil and usage Material Cost
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Rs. P,

1 Pithdi dhade, a big plate of
brass used to mix jowar or

wheat flour for preparing bread Brass 12.00
2 Kanchu dhade—Plates used for

eating . . - Bronze 4-00
3 Thavva—A frying pan + Tron 2.00

Kachkud—A frying pan of small

size . . . Iron 0.75
5 Pithdi—Tumbler used for drink-

ing . . +  Brass 3.00

Gilas—Ordinary tumbler . Brass 1.25

7 Kasala—Vessel used for cook-
ing (for small size vessel they
call chudoor kasala) +  Aluminium 2.50

8 Ganju—Vesscl used for pre-
serving water and also for

cooking at the time of social Brass 20-00 t

functions - . 25.00
9  Pithlighagra—Vessel used for

fetching or preserving water -  Brass 10-00
10 Pohara—Bucket used to draw

water from the well . +  Tin 4.00

()
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70. Among other household. goods they posgf:s‘s
are bamboo woven baskets (big and smul} su;vl)
which are purchased from the Kolams —a tnl‘)e:dof )‘:
neight‘)ouring village and thcs.c baskets are use wi(th
storing grain. The basket is plastered ovc.r e
mud. The big sizc basket 1s known as gumm,; w 1‘1"
costs about Rs. 2 to 3 (Fig. 18). The smallfs]lzc‘
baskets cost from 0.25 P. to Rc: 1. Most o .kl 11(.
houscholds preserve their clothes in bamboo baske ‘.\
only though a few wcll-to-dg POSSCSS trt‘mk :oxtchsé
Except cots, there is no furniture possessed yO ‘
people. Even the poorest man wn.ll have adcot. . r:ri
eight Gond households are having woo en‘ cha ;
which are purchased at Adilabad. The cots arcpre
pared by the villagers thcmse.lveS and only coir is puri
chased at Adilabad or at Sirpur .shamiy .w}nch CPStf
Rs. 2. Péople are very poorly cq.ulpped with beddkmg‘.«.
though the well-to-do arc having cgtton blankets.
The torn picces of old clothes are stitched together
known as hontha (quilt) by a few who use icm f(?r
spreading on the cot. Most of the agncultuml
households possess gone, manufactured either fro.m
cotton or jute and which are _purchased at Adil-
abad. These gonelu are used 11.1 the carts at ic
time of transporting cotton during the. ha.rvest‘,ng
season and also used as bedding maten.ul in other
seasons. Often sparc sarces and dh(?tls are used
for bedding purposes during. the night. In the
winter season they keep the big wooden logs burn-
ing inside the home for warmth. Whencvcr a gucst
visits a Gond’s house_the latter‘ will spread his cot
so that the guest canrest a whilc comfortably.

Food

71. As a rule pcople belonging to.all cthn‘mic
groups in the village are non—\{cgetanans. The
people of the village irrespective of caste or
tribe eat the meat of goat, fowl, rabbnt‘, cheetah,
deer, sambur, etc. The flesh of pig also is t‘akcn by
all excepting the Lohar houschold. Madigas cat

beef.

72. The staple food of the villagers is jqwqr
irrespective of castejtribe (Table 26). Jowar grain is
either taken boiled or its ﬂpur prepar.ed into bréad.
All the people in the village eat jowar for cight

1ths and rice for the other four months. They also
o i (e jungle Toots as well as guimohuwa flower
Subsmud yraing at times. They usc gulmohuwa flower
for foo b(h of April when it is copiously available.
in the B . wo women returning with head loads
F(i‘g. ]]91;}]:1(1):/(: A few houscholds collect and preserve

uln . ' " .
; :150, Redgram dal and all other pulses are used

Wheat is consumed on festive occasions. Mi‘_k an’d
milk products are also used. Once or twice 1
a week they take meat. The Gonds, once beet
eaters, have now given it up. Nonc in the village
except Madigas take beef now-a-days. Usu.ully, thlc
poorer sections of the people’do not use oil reg‘\‘l -
arly for preparing the currics. Those who g.t;\
afford use for their daily use ground-nut oil Wth\l
they get from the weckly shandy at Sirpuf. Ol'l y
on festive oceasions people use ghee for Pfef.’““":lg_
tasty dishes.  Of the 7 households surveyed mlc)f
sively 4 households i.e., 1 of Gonds and onc«r
Pradhans take breakfast, midday meal :}nd supped
with coffee or tea alone at onc time while 2 Gonr
households take breakfast, mid-day meal an('i‘Slilppiis
only. Only onc household has not specifie
dictary habits (Tablc 25).

y ly used. A few,
_ Vegetables are not common :
o y tomatoes which

Daily food of the

however, usc potatoes, brinjals,
they get from the weekly shandy. b 2l
people consists of cooked jowar oOf ;‘;h’ For
with raw onion or raw chilli as a side dl 'ut o
preparing the food, jowar is ﬁrs‘t grou’n ,dr()m e
boiling water and cooked. Bread is prepare O ed
hands very artistically by the women and 18

on the pan/

. T on
74. As said above certain poor families among

: ive on
the Gonds and Pradhans in the 1Vlll(2‘:gcdlll‘/1:uﬁe‘
: ight Gon :
jungle roots. There are about €1g s which

holds who do not take the roots. These_roo ey
are available in the nearby forest are collecte "
the women-folk in the respcct'wc seusonts ot
preserve them in sufficient quantity and‘ e:} ey
daily once. The following ar¢ the roots ea

the Gonds and Pradhans.

. . ate

(1) Nursamati: Black in col(?ur with dc\:lclzl\;d
root hairs over it, it 1s .locally '1c| 1
‘appagadda’. 1t is boiled with ash t L
palpable, Ashis added to remove its Dt
terness.

. . 'x

(2) Thondramati : 'White 10 cqlour afndms(\)r

inches in length, it is eatenin raw for j
fried. Theyare preserved in pots of close
baskets. .

(3) Duddemati : Black in colopr and bulky 10
shape, it is eaten after frying. .

(4) Khakhamati : White in colour and bulky in

shape, raw root is not caten. It is bon}ed,
{he skin is then peeled off and cut Into
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stices. Then the slices arc boiled seven
times to remove its poisonous content
before eating.

(5) Madkanjimati : White in colour and lengthy
in shape, it is eaten raw.

(6) Thedremati: White in colour and looks like
lady’s fingers. It is caten raw.

(7) Palchamati is bulky, round and white in
colour. [t is boiled and the skin is peeled
off. It tastes like sweet potato.

75. On festive occasions, wheat and rice are
consumed, Sweetmeats like poornam poori is com-
monly prepared at the time of festivals. This dish
is prepared out of Bengalgram dal and jaggery
and wheat flour. The dal is first cooked and in
it jaggery is mixed and ground. Using this with
wheat flour, it is prepared just like chapathi and
is fried on pan putting the groundnut oil or the
ghee. Another dish called chitriki is prepared out
of blackgram dal. Garelu, a savoury dish is prepared
out of greengram dal. Mutton is also prepared
during some festivals.

Drink

76. Drinking of liquor is permitted among all
communities in the village. As a matter of fact,
there are certain functions among the Gonds and
Pradhans in which offering of drink is considered
essential. In the days past, the tribals used to
distil liquor freely from the gulmohuwa flower. But
now-a-days it is to a certain extent stopped due to
the frequent inspections by the excise oflicials.
They now drink country liquor and toddy which is
available at Sirpur village. People do not take it
regularly. Government liquor shops are the source
of supply. Only men who can afford drink daily
and the number of such people in the village is very
insignificant. The poorer people drink occasionally.
It is intcresting to note that the tribals of the
hamlet, Gedamguda do not offer liquor or toddy
during the marriage or death ceremonies because
of the oath they had taken two decades ago before
their migration to this place. Probably, they might
have taken this step due to the influence of the
neighbouring people of their original place.  Since
then all of them are strictly adhering to this. If
any one defies this, he is socially ostracized and fine
is imposed. No such incident has so far occurred
in the village. This is perhaps an important reason
why the people of the main village do not generally
participate in the social functions of this hamlet.

Of course on other occasions they take liquor and
also entertain the host with liquor. The Gedam-
guda people started offering panakam i.e., jaggery
water as a substitute at their religious ceremonies.
On the whole the incidence ‘of liquor consumption
is very little while it is totally absent among the
women. The habit of taking tea among the villagers
is very common. Roughly about 50% of the people
are addicted to tea and take regularly. Of course
others also take it but not daily because’ of their
poverty. If they do not have milk spécially in
summer season they take only decoction.

Smoking

77. The tribals in the village smoke beedi and
pipes of green leaves. On meeting one another
after grecting with the words of ‘Ram Ram’, they
offer beedi or tobacco. This is one of the easiest
way of gaining acquaintance  with these pcople.
Raw tobacco is taken mixing it with lime. The
tobacco and the beedis are purchased fYom Sirpur
shandy. iThey offer beedi to their young boys out
of their affection and that ultimately becomes a
habit. This is one of the reasons why the children
of very young age also are found smoking beedis.

Tattooing

78.  Tattooing is a must among the Gonds and
Pradhans for the women. Men also have tattooing
marks but it is not obligatory. Specially, women
have elaborate tattooing marks on their body.
Elaborate tattooing marks are found on the arms,
chest and back. The Thoti tribal women who are
experts in this art, come from Tosham, a village in
the same taluk, or sometimes from Asifabad Taluk,
tattoo the Gonds and other caste pecople also if they
arc interested. They are paid 0-25 P. if tattooed
on arms only and in case more tattooings on chest,
etc., they are paid a little more; there are no
regular rates. Food is also served to them over
and above the payment. It is believed that after
death though all the belongings are removed and
buried, the only thing a dead person takes along
with him to the other world is tattoo marks! No
Gond woman is allowed to keep her hand in the
cooking pot till she is tattooed. Tattoo marks on
the back of the palm and the forehead between the
eye brows is a must with all Gond women and it
can be seen in Figures 20 & 21.  The girls have to
be tattooed, invariably before they are married, and
that is why generally among the Gonds tattoo
marks are found on girls of very young age.
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Other habits

79. The villagers generally take bath  daily.
There are a few Gond households who worship
tulasi (ocimum sanctum) [Fig. 22.1 This hubi.t of
taking daily bath is found morc among the inha-
bitants of the Gedamguda. Lohar household takes
bath daily. Generally, the womenfolk take bath on
alternate days. The married women, if they had
sexual intercourse inevitably take bath the next
morning before attending to their houschold duties.
Once in a weck women have head-bath and apply
turmeric to their faces.  Clothes arc neatly washed.
Now-a-days they arc using washing soaps. The front
yards are daily swept but are not sprinkled with
water. Once in a week, on either Saturday or
Friday or Monday, the floor of the house is
smeared with dung and clay. The hcarth is daily
cleaned. The Gonds, Pradhans’and Lohars invariably
clean their houses and bedaub with dung. Utensils
are neatly cleancd and nicely arranged on a wooden
stand. As they chew tobacco the habit of spitting
indiscriminately is also observed.

Daily routine

80. The daily routine of the inhabitants is
simple and naive. They are clean in their habits.

The men and women get up at cock’s crow. After
attending to the nature’s call, the man zntcnds.“"
the cleaning of cattle shed, heaps the dung, unties
the cattle and takes bath,  All the activities Of the
people in the village outside their homes invurmbltyl
start after breakfust consisting of the left over foo
of the last night, and this is known as nillai"': Th.c
man proceeds to the licld along with his wifc,
there are any other women members 0 :\ttcnd_ t(:l
kitchen.  Otherwise, the wife goes later to the fiel
with Junch which consists of cither sari (bread) Or
jowar food and dal and eaten there. The house I°
left to the care of the grown up children. The mul:l
and woman rcturn by sunsct from the ficlds an
take meals and go to bed very carly. The ment
the night meal is the same as in the case of ]ur-\Ch-
Both gingelly and kerosene oil are used for lightiné:
They put off their lights very soon. During the (.)ﬂ_
scason men attend to such works as prepanné
ropes, making the field ready for the next season
and repairing their agricultural implements ‘{10'
The women keep themselves busy in collecting

_jungle roots and chironji. They sell itin shandy at

a very cheap price. During the moonlit nights,
they congregate in front of Patel’s house now 3'3‘1
then and dance. In this way these people living 1
the hilly forests lead a contented life.

Chapter 111

SOCIAL CUSTOMS

Birth

The birth of a child is regarded as an occasion
of joy in the family. Stoppage of menses, commen-
cement of vomitlings and a feeling of uneasiness
are considered to be the signs of pregnancy in the
prospective mother. Generally, no functions are
arranged among all the castes of the village till the
woman is delivered of the child. The same food
that is normally taken is served to the pregnant
woman. In case the pregnant woman desires to
have any particular kind of food then it is served
to her. It is neither a social custom nor an obliga-
tion for the parents of the girl to take their
daughter to their home in some month during her
pregnancy on first conception. The parents who
can afford do, however, take their daughters in
seventh month and send her back to her husband
after delivery in the fourth month. It is reported
that co-habitation from sixth month is stopped till
such time as the new born stops suckling. Except
this, there are no rituals or observances till the de-
livery takes place.

2. Itis extraordinary to see how calmly and
naturally even a young woman about to have her
first baby faces the ordeal without anxiety and even
in the absence of any kind of normal medical assis-
tance. Preparations for delivery are unheard of.
They are unable to calculate properly the expected
time of delivery. They have a theory to statc that
a female child is born in the ninth month and a male
child in the tenth month. A midwife locally called
Sonivothad of Pradhan tribe attends on the delive-
ries in Gedamguda hamlet both for Gonds’ housc-
holds and Lohar caste household. In Bhurnur, the
main village, a Gond woman attends on the delive-
ries only for Gonds and Pradhans. Besides the
midwife, the elderly and experienced woman take
leading part in conducting delivery. This midwife
is paid Rs. 2 and four seers (a local measure) of
jowar irrespective of male or female issue. She
attends on the mother and the new born baby for
five days and daily gives bath to both the mother
and the baby. Among Madigas, an elderly woman

attends on the delivery of the younger ones.
Nothing is paid to her.

3. When the labour pains start, other woman
take into the hous¢ the expectant mother who is

made to lie down over a straw bed arranged in a
corner. She is kept solaced by other woman by
cutting jokes and massaging her loins with ground-
nut oil ctc. Soon after the delivery, the umbilical
cord is cut with a knife by the midwife. The pla-
centa and the cord are kept in an old pot and are
buried in a pit dug for giving bath to the mother
and baby. No belief is connected with this. The
mother and the baby are given oil bath soon after.
The water is not allowed to flow in the street and is
made to flow into a pit that is dugin the back yard
of the house. Wooden planks are kept over this pit
for sitting and then bath is given so that the water
drains off into the pit. She is kept under pollution
for five days. There is no restriction on food.
Gencrally, the food which can keep the body warm
is served. Upto five days she is given one or two
balls prepared out of the following articles.

1 Miryalu (pepper) All these are ground toge-
2 Khopra (copra) ther into powder, mixed in
3 Gasagasalu (poppy) groundnut  or gingeh0il
4 Dalcheeni and balls are prepare

5

Lavang (clove)

This is given during the period of lactation which is
known as vechhalu. The other caste people also
give this to the mother.

4. On the third day ril (gingelly) and jaggery
ground together are given to her. No ritual is ob-
served on this day. This is given to her to keep her
body warm. Daily sheis givenbath. The final bath
is given on the sixth day and in the evining she goes
to a nearby well or stream and fetches water in a pot
in the company of other women. On this day, il and
jaggery arc distributed to all women members who
also are treated to a vegetarian meals. From this
day she resumes her normal household duties. Pay-
ment to the midwife is made on this day. No res-
trictions or taboos are observed by the other family
members or the husband during the pollution or the
pregnancy period. None in the village have so far
gone to the hospital for delivery. The new born is
named and tonsured on this day or after one or two
months. No special function as such is observed
among thésc tribes. On the birth of a child the

Gonds and Pradhans believe that some ancestor has
taken a re-birth.
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Naming

5. If in the face of new born any resemblance
of their ancestor is seen his [ her name is given to
the child. A few typical names of men and women
arc given below.

Motiram Laxhman
Bhujang Rao Jaivanth Rao
Bojju Yeshwanthi
Yeshwanth Rao Parwathi
Mahadu Y eshoda
Lachhi

6. Barrenness is always attributed to il luck
and they pray their Persa Pen to bless them with a
child. A few people also believe in the cfficacy of
some roots for begetting children.  One Sri Motirtam
a Gond who had no children through his first wife
married again and she too does not bear children.
He also used some roots, cte., given by a Gond of
neighbouring village and cven then he did not have
children. Similarly, there is another man in Bhurnur
who also falls in the same category. [For stopping
the suckling of the baby the women apply the juice
of neem leaves to their mammillas.

Puberty

7. No special functions are performed till the
girl grows up to the marriageable age. The Madiga
and Lohar caste households celebrate the occasion
just as other caste Hindus of this area. These tribes
do not, however, celebrate any special function on
the attainment of puberty by girls. Onlthe other hand
it is almost kept as sccret.  She is made to sit in a
corner of the house or a separate shed is erected in
the back yard of the house till the pollution period
is over. Whenever she gocs out she covers herself
with a blankct and is always accompanicd by a
woman. She is given final bath on the twelfth day.
Woman in routinc monthly course are kept under
pollution for three days or till the mensas stops.

Marriage

8. A casual visitor to Gonds’ village is not
likely to realise how completely the people are united
and economically inter-dependent until he sees them
at a marriage or a funeral ceremony. And indeed
at the time of marriage the whole village comes for-
ward to assist the man performing the marriage
irrespective of phratry or clan. Some women help
the grinding of turmeric, some in preparing the
ung men and boys go willingly to cut

om, the yo :
\%:god for crecting marriage booth.  Everybody

bustles round the place, excited and united.  Tn all
the marrage functions the women as usual take pro-
minent part.

9. There are two kinds of marriages among
Gonds and Pradhans, viz,

L. Khajekhobra (marriage by negotiation)
and
2. Peshiwatwal (marriage by capture)

There are no differences in observing the main rites
of the function. Only in theinitial stages they differ
much. Except one marriage which is by capture,
all the remaining arc by negotiation.  Marriage by
negotiation is the only practice prevailing amon}
the other two castes.

10.  Marriages within the same clan or phratry
are not permitted and considered as a religious
taboo. People who dare to commit such a mistake
are excommunicated, There is no such incident in
the village. Polygyny prevails and in theory there
15 no limit to the number of wives a man may have.
Generally, the Gond Patel has more than one wife.
In this village three cases of polygynous marriages
arc reported of which two relate to Gonds and one
to Pradhan. Generally, the people marry more than
once due to barrenness of the first wife. As such
polygyny has nothing to do with economic or social
status of a person. Fornication is indignantly
trcated. If a girl becomes pregnant before hef
marriage she is called upon to disclosc the name of
her lover and he is forced to accept her as his wife.
But scxual intercourse with a man of another commu-
nity is considered a religious taboo and the concern-
ed are expelled from the tribe. Such disputes are
brought to the notice of the Caste Panchayat which
gives its decision. The child born by that man is
also disowned by the tribe. Shec has to either marry
that man or lead a miserable life. They, however,
allow her to stay on in thcir habitation.- She is,
however, strictly forbidden from attending any of
their social and religious functions. No such inci-
dent has ever occurred in this village. Divorce and
widow marriages are permitted, Partners are chosen
both within and outside the blood group.

Permissible partners

11. Marrying father’s sister’s daughter and
mother’s brother’s daughter are permitted among all
the communitics living in the village but not own
sister’s daughter. Elder brother’s widow can be taken
in marriage by the younger brother. She cannotas
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a matter of fact go and marry another man until it
is ascertained that she is not acceptable to the
younger brother of her deceased husband. Marrying
the younger brother’s widow is prohibited. There
arc, however, no instances of marrying elder brother’s
widow. The function will be similar to that of
widow re-marriage. Neither a ritual nor a time
limit as such is fixed. Generally, the union takes
place in less than a year after she becomes a widow.
Similarly, sororate marriages are also prevalent
among thesc tribes. The man has the right to take
the younger unmarried sister of his deceased wife.

Consanguineous marriages

° 12. ‘The consanguineous marriages survey con-
ducted in May 1964 revealed that out of 111 marri-
ages, 77 are within the consanguineous relationship,
the remaining 34 falling outside the blood relation-
ship. Again, of these 111 marriages, 104 arc mono-
gamous and threce are polygynous. It is thus evi-
dent that the polygynous marriages are common in
the village (Tabie 28). Of the 77 consanguineous
marriages 27 arc with father’s own sister’s daughter
and 50 are with mother’s own brother’s daughter
(Table 27).

Spatial distribution

13. While 35 marriages are contracted within
the village, 33 marriages are outside the village but
within the same taluk. Eighteen marriages are con-
tracted outside the taluk but within the district.
Only 25 marriages are contracted outside the state
(Table 29).

14. The Gonds and Pradhans marry their child-
ren both before and after puberty. Child marriages
are, however, not common. The main functions of
the marriage last for three days though the arrange-
ments start well in advance, Fridays and Wednes-
days are considered auspicious. The elderly and
experienced persons used to fix up the day of marri-
age after seeing the stars. This practice has come
to a stop since last one decade or more. It is said
that an elderly man who used to fix up the auspi-
cious day after seeing the status died a decade ago.
Neither a Brahmin is consulted nor the horoscopes
of the bridal pair are compared. The marriage in-
variably takes place in groom’s house. Paymfent of
bride price, i.e., paring amounting to Rs. 12 is pre-
valent among both the tribes. In case of marriage
by capture also the same amount is paid at anytime

to the parents.

Marriage by negotiation

15. The conventional form necessitates the con-
sent of the parents of both parties. The marriage
thus fixed up by negotiations is called khajekhobra.
In such marriages initiative will always be from
groom’s side. It is reported that the Pradhans
formerly used to take prominent part in marriage
negotiations. The Pradhans started demanding
more money and are also not so loyal as they were
and Gonds stopped them.

16. In the preliminarly stages of negotiations
the guardian or the father of the boy formally visits
the bride’s village to know the opinion of the other
party. They approach the Patel (tribal elder) and
the Mahajan (the clected religious head) of the
village and through them they ascertain the willing-
ness of the bride’s parents in the second visit.
While returning to their house, they fix either Friday
or Wednesday for the next visit to complete the
negotiations. The ncws brought by them is convey-
c¢d to the Mahajan, Patel, Karobari (an assistant to
Mahajan) and other village elders of the groom’s -
village.

17. On the appointed day the groom’s party
along with the Panch (local elders) of their village
repair to bride’s village. While starting, if they
come across a widow, cat, people carrying empty
pots, or if any body sneezes, the programme will be
postponed since they are considered as bad omens.
If every thing goes well they proceed with the fol-
lowing articles of nominal quantity of each accom-
panied by Patadi (ritual beggar) and the Katoda
(the tribal priest).

(1) Sugar

(2) Kumkum (vermilion)
(3) Five betel nuts

(4) %ulal (red powder)
%

(6) One sari

ive khajjor (ucholi—dried dates)

(7) Necessary commodities to feed the villagers

18. On reaching the bride’s village, first they go
to the Patel’s house and the bride’s parents are in-
formed of their arrival. The guests are then accom-
modated in a house called jonesoron which generally
belongs to the same phratry people as the bride-
groom’s. In case there are none of their clan people
in the village a separate booth is arranged in front
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of a housc belonging to a girl of their phratry or
clan where groonVs party takes rest for a while.
Then the bride’s party comes and greets with their
customary words *Ram Ram’ and invite them to
their house.  They do not cat or drink in bride’s
housc till the negotiations are finalised.  All sit to-
gether and over a formal talk the issuc is raised by
the Panch.  The details of Saga, padi arc narrated
by the concerned Patadi. After this, the host's
people put hottu (vermilion mark on the forchead)
first to the heads of both villages and then to all
the rest. The girl is then brought before them and
a sarce, five betel nuts, and five khajjoor (dried date
fruit) arc presented to her. She goes inside and
wearing the new sarce. A bit of sugar is put in her
mouth by the head of the groom’s village and then
parents of the bridal pair put a bit in cach other's
mouth. Finally, the gu/al (red powder) is sprinkled
on all those that arc assembled as a mark of ha ppi-
ness.  After this, all the male members cither 20 (0
a liquor shop or bring the liquor to the house and
solemnize the betrothal with a drink offered by the
bridegroom’s father. Custom requircs cvcry'm;m
before drinking the liquor to say ‘Ram Ram’, an
omission of which involves social disgrace. Now-
a-days some peoplic ha‘vc discarded the offering of
drinks by repiacing it with feasts. The Zroom
docs not accompany the party. The marriage day
is fixed on a day agreeable to both the parties,

19. But certain people, as decided by the
Panch, pay the amount (i.c., onc or two hundred
rupecs as the case may be which is catled hundi) and
get the girl a day before the marriage day. Oaly
the parents who are poor resort to such a method
but not by people enjoying higher cconomic status.
In such cases, girl’s relatives do not participate in
the marriage.  They are entertained at bride’s vil-
lage with the amount reccived.  The usual bride
price is twelve and half or fifteen rupces and five
sarecs. This is given during the course of marriage.
Generally, the hundi is paid if the bride is brought
from a far of village or if the bride’s parents are
pool‘.

20. The Investigators were fortunate to be
present at Bhurnur village when a Gond wedding
took place and they would wish to rccord here
cxactly what they witnessed. Thc'boy is of Mesram
clan of 7 Gods phratry and the girl is from Atram
clan of 6 Gods phratry. Bhurnur is the bride-

groom’s village.  Since the bride's village is far off
from the groon’s village the party to feteh the girl
had Teft in advance.

21 Preliminary functions of marriages started
from Tuesday cvening.  The Pradhans of their clan
had already arrived with their deams and trumpets.
At about 4 O'clock, all the women of the village
accompanied by drums and trumpets started to
propitiate the village deitics.  First they went to
Pochumma (the female village deity).  The Devari
(village priest) who is also from their community
irrespective of clan or phratry washed the shrines
with fresh water brought from the well and the
women with the fresh neem leaves in their harfds
stood in reverence.  Vermilion and turmeric marks
were applied to the deity and then the Devari
smeared a bit of land with cow-dung in front of the
deity as well as near the trunk of the neem tree
which s just in front of this deity. Vertical
and horizontal lines were drawn with dry tur-
meric powder  on the dung plastered  place
and a small quantity of curd, cooked rice and
sweet bread were offered uttering some manthralu
(chantings).  Some jowar grains were placed in
front of the deity and a chicken was left there to
ascertain the willingness of the deity. The chicken
immediately picked up the grains.  This was con-
sidered a sign of good luck and as conscent of the
deity.  Then all the women place the neem leaves
over the deity and left the place teaving the small
chicken to its fate.

22, After finishing the propitiation of this
deity, they visited all the village deitics, like
Samatradevi, Aki Pen, Satti Pen whom they worship-
ped in the same manner except the chicken test.
The women sang songs in praisc of dcities and
prayed to bless the would-be couple with happiness
and prosperity.  With this the first day’s ceremony
cnded.

23, The sccond day's ceremony started with the
propitiation of Bhecmdev.  All went to the shrine
of the deity accompanied by drums and trumpets.
The Devari offered cooked rice, curds, and sweet
bread and a pair of new dhotis to the deity. The
young unmarried women offered their salutations
with an offering of turmeric paste.  From there
again, they visited all the deities of the village and
returned.  This ceremony ended at about 4 O’clock
in the cvening.
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24. Then the arrangements for ceremonial bath-
ing of the bridegroom werc made by placing three
brass vessels on the cast and two on the west duly
applicd with vermilion paste and a thread was wound
five times around these vessels and a wooden seat
was placed in the middle (Fig. 23). Cold and hot
water was brought and kept in scparate vessels on
the castern side. A woman of same phratry or clan
accompanying the groom called rhangen brought the
groom holding his hand who, after touching the fect
of the elderly women and men occupied the wooden
seat. The drums and trumpcts were being played.
The women applied turmeric paste to the groom
which is called urredasokmad and then gave him
bagh. Throughout this operation the women were
singing songs. The thread woven around the tumb-
lers was then taken out and a dry turmeric root, two
thova green lecaves and two paisc were tied with it
and the same was tied to the right wrist of the groom.
This ceremony was called karandiohat. Then an
elderly woman danced taking ﬁ:lc groom in her arms
and took him into the house. Again in the evening
he was given bath in the ordinary manner.

25. At about 8 O’clock in the night the bride’s
party arrived. On arrival, they were welcomed by
the groom’s party on the outskirts of the village.
As a mark of greeting, gruels and onions were ex-
changed by both parties. The whole company in a
procession entered the village. The bride’s party
was accommodated in their own clan people’s house
which was called jonesoron. Necessary arrangements
for the feeding of the guests were made. The Karo-
bari and the Patel were busy in making the arrange-
ments. When the bride’s people scttled comfort-
ably, errection of pillars for marriage booth was
started simultaneously in front of both the houses.
And with this the sccond day's functions ended.
Figure 24 shows the marriage booth and the seating
arrangements in the booth are shown in Figure 25,

26. The third day’s function started with the
ceremonial bath to the groom again. The same was
repeated to the bride.  Then the groom was taken
by the villagers to their houses and at each house on
arrival a pot full of water was poured over him.
After feeding him cash gifts were also given. The
house-to-house visit by the bridegroom is called
“Ron-roke ekdosle vontho’. The poor groom returncd
to his house shivering after the ordeal.  The same
process was repeated to the bride. This function
was completed by about 2 O’clock in the afternoon.
Relatives from the surrounding villages started

coming in and a vegetarian meal was served to all
the guests and villagers,

27. Some people had already gone to the jungle
for getting porka, the green leaves for erecting a
marriage pandal. The cart carrying the leaves was
grected by the women on arrival on the outskirts of
the village. Vermilion marks were made on the
foreheads of bullocks and the cart man; a new cloth
was spread over the cart full of green leaves and then
it entered the village accompanied by drums and
trumpets, The roof of the marriage booths was
covered with these leaves.  This ceremony is called
khodimanda. In erecting the marriage booth the
central pole called munda is first fixed on which a
wooden pole called khodi rests. This khodi is a must
in all the marriage booths. The significance of this
is not known to them. Then thc Devari and some
clderly persons accompanied by two children of the
different clans (i.e., one boy of groom’s clan and
the other of bride’s clan) went near the deity Bheem-
dev. There the Devari prepared a small peg with a
node on the top and wrapped it in a new cloth. This
peg symbolising Bheemdev was carried by the two
children each holding one corner. They came and
stood outside the village. The news of their arrival
was made known and a procession of women accom-
panied by drums arrived to receive them. The feet
of the boys were washed and were taken in a proces-
sion to the groom’s house. After reaching there, the
men and women danced around munda post and fixed
that peg (symbolishing Bheemdev) near the munda.
Fig. 26 shows the Bheemdev. With this all the
preliminary ceremanies of marriage concluded.

28. The final day’s proceedings started with
kumikumal cercmony.  This was similar to that of
arivenikundaly among caste Hindus.  Five small
earthenwares and one of medium size with their
concave lids had alrcady been brought and were kept
in the maternal uncle’s house. The basket contains
five small earthen pots called karekopan and one
medium size pot filled with water known as pane
duvve buddi. They do not know the significance of
this ceremony. A husband and wife, neatly dressed,
started under a saree canopy, carried the potsin a
basket to the marriage booth. The relationship of
thesc people who carry this will be either maternal
uncle or paternalaunt and in their absence any clas-
sificatory uncle or aunt. No special role is played by
the Katoda in marriage. The women accompanying
sang songs. By the time this party reached the
marriage booth, the place around the munda post
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was plastered with cow-dung and artistic lines of
turmeric and vermilion were drawn on it. The
basket thus brought was placed near the munda and
the medium sized carthen jars was given to a bachelor
who after filling it with water, brought and kept it
covered by green leaves at a place where cattle gather
on the outskirts of the village. The small carthen-
wares were then carried to that place under a sarec
canopy by the same couple accompanied by drums
and trumpets and placed three pots in eastern dircc-
tion and two in western side around the big pot. All
these functions were being directed by the Karobari
and Patel of the village. After placing these pots,
thread was wound round by the couple for five times.
Then Devari propitiated these pots by offering a
small quantity of cooked jowar and sweet bread. He
poured water in all the five small ones taking it from
the big pot. The thread was then taken out and tied
to the couple’s wrist. The five small pots were
given to five women in married status to carry and
these women were insisted upon to tell out the
names of their husbands. (Normally the women
feel shy to utter the names of their husbands). The
procession then started for the marriage booth.

29. The small earthen pots brought were then
placed on the heap of jowar around the munda post.
Qil wicks were lighted in the concave lids of these
pots. Then thread was wound round these pots
for five times. After completing this ceremony, the
bridegroom dressed in yellow dyed cotton clothes
armed with a small dagger was brought by becing
carried by some elderly men, accompanied by music
to the same place where the kumikumal cercmony
was done. Lcaving the boy under a sarce canopy,
they went and brought thc bride in the same
manner. The same dhoti which was offered to
Bheemdev at the initial ceremonies was then cut
into two pieces; one was worn by the groom and the
other by the bride. All the promised ornaments
were then given to her. Toe rings, sarec, clbow
ornaments and silver bangles were considered
essential. The bridal pair stood opposite each other,
the groom facing the cast and the bride west holding
a curtain between them. Sacred rice (rice mixed
with turmeric) was distributed to all who assembled.
The bridegroom put one betal nut, two paise, two
bits of cocoanut, in the hand of bride for five times.
The procedurc was %hen repeated by thc.brfde.
g complcted this tl}e groom plac.cd his right
foot over that of the bride for five times and the

as repeated by th'e bride. The curtain was
same Wits d and the bride was made to stand to
then remove an

Havin

the left side of the groom. The feet of the bridal
pair were then washed in a brass plate and again
the couple stood facing cach other. The pair was
brought a bit closcr and they poured sacred rice
over cach other’s head.  All the assembled showered
the sacred rice over the heads of the couple with
their blessings.  The bridal pair was then led to the
marriage booth under a sarce canopy. The gucests
and relatives were comfortably seated under the
booth. Then two women one leading and the other
at the back keeping the bridal pair in the midst
took five rounds around munda post pouring watcr
in the small carthen pots. Then two wooden seflts
were placed in the enclosure in eastern direction
and a white cloth dyed in turmeric was spread over
the seats.  The groom offering his salutations to
the nunda post occupiced the seat extending his rigl.‘t
leg, facing east and then the bride sat to his left in
the same manner,  Some women came and anointed
the couple with turmeric paste and were then given
bath together.  Considerable fun was made of tl}e
bride by the women of the groom’s side. Again
the bridal pair came and occupied their seats in the
enclosure after changing their clothes.

30. Then the thread wound round the small
carthen pots was removed and tied to the khodi rest-
ing on the munda post. The small earthenwares
were then removed and kept inside the house. .The
bride’s people sitting separately till then were given
water to wash their feet and then they sat there
together with groom’s people. Bortu was applied
to the forchcads of all the assembled which was
followed by the distribution of sacred rice. A
string of black beads with three small golden balls
in the centre, after showing to all the assembled,
was handed over to the groom who tied it around the
neck of the bride and thus ‘completed the tyging of
sacred marriage locket (Fig. 27). All the! people
present showered the sacred rice over the coul”_le
with their blessings.  After this the bridegroom paid
Rs. 70 and onc sarce and onc upper cloth to the
parents of the bride. This was the hundi marriage
and hence the amount paid was Rs. 170 as decided at
the time of betrothal ceremony.  Rupees 100 werc
paid while fetching the girl and the rest was paid
during the marriage. But on the same day therc was
another marriage in which Rs. 1550 and 6 sarces
were given to the bride’s parents towards the bride
price called paring.

31.  After this, presents in cash were given by
friends and relatives after applying hottu to the
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bridal pair. This ccremony over, some men in fancy
dress burst into the marriage booth and lifted the
groom and the bride on their shoulders and danced
the Dhemsa around the nunda post. Thus ended the
main function of the marriage. After this, the
guests and relatives were entertained to a vegetarian
feast. The rclatives who came from other villages
began to leave after bidding good-bye with the cus-
tomary words ‘Ram Ram’.

32. The cvening proceedings started with kohda-
kukda ceremony.  All these ceremonies which are
now being described were almost dominated by
woman; two young boys having a stick on their
shoulders, hung a basket with a chicken in it, arrived
on the outskirts of the village. The bridal pair and
other woman accompanied by drums and trumpets
came and washed the feet of these boys. Considera-
ble fun exchanged by the woman of both the sides by
pricking cach othcr and sprinkling water, etc. Then
all returned to the marriage booth. The significance
of this ceremony could not be explained by the tri-
bals. When they reached the booth, some women in
two rows facing each other sat before the entrance.
A hcap of cow-dung was kept there and the same had
to be brought by the bride for five times crossing
them and heap in the north-eastern corner for per-
forming the Devadevi pooja. They did not give way
casily to the poor bride and teased her with their
funny songs. At last she brought the cow-dung five
times, facing the ordeal and heaped it in the north-
castern corner. Then started the Devadevi pooja.
The bridal pair were seated facing the cow-dung
heap. Devari (priest) plastcred a bit of ground with
cow-dung, offered incense and drew seven lines with
vermilion as the groom was from seven Gods phratry.
These lines were drawn according to the phratry of
the groom. Then the bride holding the wrist of the
groom placed seven small heaps of sacred rice on
that place in a row. The bridal pair then offered
their salutations. Then the meals were served to
them in the company of two other woman in married
status who sat on either side. The night was spent
in dancing and merry making.

33. Thefollowing morning, all the bride’s people
were given oil bath. After this started the korathe
dosmal ceremony, i.e., handing over the bride to all the
relatives of the groom. The concluding ceremony
called thokkudu garka started. Seven people from
groom’s side and six from the bride’s side sat facing
cach otheraccording to their clan. The bride sat in the
midst of these people while the groom was handing

over panakam (jaggery water) in green leaf cups to the
bride who in turn gave to the people of the groom’s
side first and then to people of her side, After this
they exchanged the blankets on which they were
sitting. Lastly, the bride’s father was decorated with
a garland of cow-dung cakes, stripes of cloth, with a
sheep’s leg as a pendant in the centre. With this the
long-drawn proceedings of marriage ceremony ended.
A non-vegetarian feast was served only after the
completion of all these functions.

Marriage by capture

34. This type of marriage locally called pisiwat-
wal is generally resorted to by those Gonds and
Pradhans who are too poor to pay the paring (bride
price) or to bear the subsequent expenses. This
custom was in force among the Gonds in the by-
gone days but now-a-days it is fading away,

35. Capturing of a girl and boy are permitted
and such marriages are really very interesting.
Those who intend to perform such marriages, first
select the girl or the boy as the case may be and
watch her/his movements secretly with the help of
the villagers. Then the parents or the guardians of
the boy or the girl visit the village of the girl or of
the boy and inform their plan to the Patel of that
village after paying his customary fee of Rs.4 who
generally gives his consent and also promises to send
the girl or the boy to the forest on some pretext or
the other.  Capturing the boy is not so frequent as
that of a girl.

36. On the day fixed, the parents of the boy feed
some people of their village and send them to the
girl's village who hide themselves in the nearby
forest. The information about the arrival of this
party is sccretly conveyed to the Patel who under
some pretext sends the chosen girl in the company
of some other women to that spot where the groom’s
people are hiding. Soon after the girl appears, the
people that are in hiding rush and pounce upon her,
lift her on their shoulders and leave for their village.
Great resistance to this capture is often offered by
the women present and the men are chastised in
right earnest. Stones and other missiles close at
hand are freely hurled to set the girl free from the
clutches of these people. The men should not touch
other women though the latter may hurt them but
try to run away with the girl. On such occasions
they throw Rs. 2 towards the customary fee of these
women and manage to get away with the girl who
in her full tears is brought to the boy’s house,
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37. Immediately, after bringing the girl the
marriage proceedings start without waiting for the
auspicious day and even before the arrival of the
bride’s parcnts. The proceedings of this marriage
are also performed in the same manner as regular
marriage. Parents of the bride arrive sooner or
later and show their unwillingness which usually
subsides with the consoling words of the village
elders; the bride price is paid and they are enter-
tained. The bride price must be paid to the parents
of the bride failing which due to social disgrace the
marriages of their children would be affected.  This
paring or the bride price is a must in their social
organisation and the non-payment of this is consi-
dered to be a religious taboo. The same procedure
is adopted even when the boy is captured.

Consummation

38. There is no special function for nuptial cere-
mony among these tribes. It is left to the will and
pleasure of the spouse. Under any circumstances
sexual intercourse is not permitted during the course
of marriage. In case of lack of initiation, the
elderly women induce the bride. This happens, it
seems, in case the husband is found impotent and
such cases are also brought to the notice of Caste
Panchayat for decision. The wife need not hesitate
in telling the weakness of her husband before the
Caste Panchayat. In such families, the general
harmony is disturbed which ultimately results in
divorce. ;

Sex morals

39. [Illicit contacts on the part of women are not
tolerated by the husbands. The culprits are brought
to the notice of the Caste Panchayat and are suitably
fined. The fine thus collected is spent on entertain.
ing the caste people. The women thus accepted by
their husbands will not be looked down upon by the
tribe. Scxlg intgrcoursc with women during the
period of menses is considered a taboo.

Significant differences in marriage ceremonies

40. There arc significant differences in the
marriage proceedings of the other caste people.
The head of the Lohar household who has not per-
formed any marriage so far in his family coulg not
give details of marriage ceremonies excepting that
there is no custom of payment of bride price.
Among Madigas generally, the peddamadiga (eldest
among Madigas) officiates at marriages. But in this
village there is no peddamadiga as such ang hence

they themselves manage  the nm‘riﬂt{c Ccrcmg:{)',
The marriage proceedings arc very simple. ied
vegetarian feast is given and marriige locket ‘Sd the
in the assembly of clderly people. Divoree an stes
widow re-marriage are permitted among O‘h?r ¢ are
of the village. The proceedings of rc-‘m‘.lm.a‘gei:’en
very simple.  On the appointed day @ feast 18 gnew
to their caste people and the couple weaf the
clothes which solemnises the marriage.

Widow re-marriage

41. Widow re-marriage called nika ©OF I()}acrn:
permitted among the Gonds and Pradhans. band’s
rally, the widow is required to marry her !ws a.si .
younger brother, if alive, but refusal on cither the
gives her liberty to marry any outsider. "
latter case, she has to leave the offspring born
her departed husband with her in-laws 58 :a
have any right on her fate husband’s properl,yt, are
the ornaments including the marriage lockc' o
taken out and she will go out with her worn s 'm’
baby at breast is allowed to be taken with he:i ‘
has to be returned later. The ritual on ¥ new
re-marriage is simple. The widow and her o
partner are given bath together and new cloth;s her
worn.  He ties a string of black beads .aroun him.
neck and gives all other ornaments promlSCd by
A non-vegetarian feast is then given t0
people and this terminates the proceedings: ious
women are not allowed to take part in the rellé 0
ceremonies.  In such case there is no p“ymcm
paring or bride price.

Divorce
. ' cred AMOns
42. Divorce is common and Pcr"mud'fa have
both the tribes. Both the husband and wil€

equal rights. A woman who dislikes her hUszzh
generally clopes with man of her choice ‘m‘.l ° tes
clopements are also considered as divoree. Dlsp";'hc
of divorce arc dealt in the Caste Panchayat ting
women generally divorce their husbands o getara‘
interested in other men and in such cascs, the P
mour has to pay the bride price and the hay8t:
penses of the marriage, as decided by the P?"c

to her first husband. All her ornaments !
the marriage locket are taken by her first huss e
and only the baby at breast is allowed t0 b h¢
with her. In casc the initiative comes t
husband, nothing need be paid to her nor he i
longings likeZornaments, etc., are taken away: wi
1s at liberty to marry any person of her chmccca

in thetribe, The marriage of divoreed women
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nika or pat is performed by the same ritual as follo-
wed in widow re-marriage.

Death

43. Both cremation and burial are allowed
among both the tribes and other castes. Unmarricd
persons and persons who die of smallpox and cholera
are buried. The men or women who die in normal
course are either buried or cremated depending
upon one’s economy. Cremation involves more ex-
penses than the burial. In case of crematlo_n, the
corpse cannot be disposed of till all the relat{ves of
the deccased arrive and the pithrang obsequies are
to be performed on the next day. In case of bu_rial
they need not wait for the arrival of the relatives
and the obsequies can be postponed to a later date
to be performed conveniently within a year.

44. On the death of a member of the tribe, his
relatives and the villagers assemble at his house and
console the members of the family. The patient is
allowed to die where he is sleeping. They do not
remove the patient either outside or to another place.
The Pradhan is summoned as the corpse cannot be
disposed off without his presence. This custom is
not being followed rigidly by the Gonds since one
decade or so. As the custom demands that a Gond
should give a cow or bull to the Pradhan on that
occasion, the Gonds have to a little extent given up
that habit. Further more, the Pradhans also are
exhibiting a lack of interest in participating in the
rituals. Of course, even now a few well-to-do
Gonds invite the Pradhan and give him the alms,
etc. The dead body is carefully brought outside the
house, bathed in hot water and dressed in a new
white cloth provided by the household itself.
Where the household is poor and cannot afford to
purchase the new cloth, any person belonging to
the clan gives it. A rupec or one paisa coin is put in
the mouth of the deceased. All the nearest relatives
of the dead pour a bit of water in the mouth of the
deccased and put a paisa on the left side of the
corpse. All this money is collected by a Pradhan.
The corpse is then placed on a bamboo bier or on
the cot itself or on the hands and carried by four
men irrespective of phratry or clan to the cremation
ground. The chief mourner, invariably the son in
the case of a dead parent, leads the procession bear-
ing in one hand a string of robe in which an earthen
concave plate with burning fire is placed and in other
hand an axe for cremation. For a burial the axe is
not carricd by the chief mourper. If the deceased

has no sons, any one belonging to the clan leads the
mourning procession. The drums and trumpets are
played by themselves while taking the corpse to the
burial ground. The corpse is rested on the floor for
a while on the outskirts of the village and a small
quantity of jowar or rice is put near the head of the
deceased by the people belonging to that clan.
When they reach the place, the corpse is laid on the
funeral pyre keeping the head towards the south and
the chief mourner kindles it. In a burial the corpse
is placed in the grave carefully with the head to the
south and the chief mourner first puts a small quan-
tity of earth on it and the rest follow him. Here the
Pradhan receives Rs. 1.25 P. After the oblations of
cooked rice, they wash their hands and face and
return. The persons who carried the corpse includ-
ing others irrespective of Saga and clan and the chief
mourner take bath. The wife of the deceased
follows the corpse and removes her marriage locket
and the bangles. Soon after they return to the house
they see the lighted wick already kept at the last
resting place of the departed soul. The traditional
custom demands offering of tobacco to all the
assembled. Tea is offered to all the persons assemb-
led and then they all disperse which is a later feature

adopted by the well-to-do. A decade back they
used to serve liquor also.

45. Period of mourning is 3 days irrespective of
kinship relation or the age provided they decide to
observe the pithrang (obsequies) immediately and
if not only one day. In case of postponement, which
is generally done by the poor people, they sacrifice
one fow! and a little quantity of rice is cooked. The
sacrificed fow! is cooked there only. Oblations are
offered and a bit of curry is kept in a leaf and the
remaining is eaten by the people who followed.

Obsequies

46. On the day of obscquies all the nearest re-
latives and the villagers are entertained to a non-
vegetarian feast at the house of the deceased. Con-
siderable liquor is consumed on this day and one or
two goats are decapitated in the memory of the
departed soul and the meat is consumed by all. On
this day also oblations are made to the departed
soul. None sleeps on this night and the Pradhan
narrates the past history playing on his kingri, a
stringed instrument, and receives something out of
the belongings left by the deceased. On this day
during the night on a heap of jowar flour a brass
tumbler is placed inside the house. A candle is
lighted in the lid. In the morning they see the heap.
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If any imprints of cithcr human beings or the
animals arc found on the heap, they consider that
the dead is again born in the world in the same form.
Gonds give calves, gold, grain, cte., to the Pradhan
on this occasion according to their economic condi-
tions.

47. 1t is not binding on the part of a widow to
wait till the obsequics are completed to get nika.

48. No periodical ceremonies are performed for
the propitiation of the departed souls, but dead are
held in great reverence. The conception of life
after death among this tribe is that all dead will
again take birth cither in human form or as animals.
Once in a ycar pcople belonging to a particular age
collectively observe pithrang in the memory of the
departed soul. On this day the houscholds belong-
ing to a particular Saga (phratry) decapitate a goat
and cat. This ceremony is done in the month of
Kartecka (October-November) of every year.  Well.
to-do people construct tombs over the burial or
cremated place of the departed to perpetuate their
memory.

Superstitious heliefs

49, The Gonds are so supcrstitious in their
beliefs that if any member of the family falls sick or
some misfortune occurs in the house of the deceased
they leave the house for good and erect an alterna-
tive house in some other place or leave the village
itself, They do not even hesitate to leave their
immovable property like lands, c¢tc. But such ins-
tances are rare.

50. ‘The tribals and other caste prople fiving 1mn
the village also believe in omens, To see a num .or
wonan coming after attending cally of nature with
an cmpty vessel s considered a bad omen while 2
person coming across with a vessel titled with water
is considercd a good omen. While going on some
work if they come across a widow, it is considered
mauspicious.  Similarly, while discussing about
some good thing or starting for some place on s.onl.c
work, if a pot gets broken they stop guing as 1t 1
comsidered bad omen. If one comes across a cat
while going out or to anvbody's house in the village,
the idea is abandoned for a while,  Sneczing at front
or rear s considered lucky. Barking of a dog,
seeing a fox or a woman carrying food are considered
auspicious.

51, The tribals alwo belicve in the adverse effects
of an evil eve.  Raw chillies and the saft are taken
round the person who are supposed to have been
affected by the evil cve. and are thrown i“' the
hearth. 1t no pungent odour cmanates it is consider-
¢d that the person is not under the spell of evil cye
and if there is smell it is considered that the cffect
of the evil eye 1s warded off.  Mascots, ¢lc., 4r¢ alsp
used for begetting good luck or avoiding the cvil
ones,  There is one Sri Motiram who gives some
roots which are tied on the arm,

52. Wednesday, Monday and Friday are const
dered auspicious and any good work is started on
these days.  They have their hair cut on any day but
gencrally the shandy day is preferred because the
barber is available on that day at Sirpur.

Chapter 1V

ECONOMY

General

It is difficult to trace the cconomic activity of
Gonds in the days by-gone. The Gonds thcmsc?ves
do not know when they took to plough cultivation.
Their economic and social lives arc closely knit.
They were in the past at liberty to shift abo.ut any
wherc they like, being the lords of the Jux1gl?s
moving at will and enjoying perfect frecdom in
sclecting land for cultivation and making ncw clea-
“ances. But to-day the position is different. They
have now become settled agriculturists. The modern
means of communications have played an important
role in their economy by opening up the hitherto
secluded areas for scttiement by outsiders from the
plains who practised settled agriculture who may
thus be considered to have brought about the change
in others from shifting cultivation. Almost all the
inhabitants in the village are agriculturists. There
are no industrics in the village as such.

Land

2. The total arca of the village 1s 1,265 acres
and 17 guntas and is classified as below as per the
revenue records,

Statement V1
AREA PARTICULARS

Catcgory Extent
f'_”""—ﬁ
Ac. Gun-
tas
o) 2
1 Patta land . . 521.38
2 Kharij khata (cultivable waste} . . 388.16
3 Poramboke . . 205.31
4 Gairan (grazing) . . 118.12
5 Pot karab (hills etc.) . . 11. 3
6 Gawram (village sitc) . . 8.16
7 Streams 6.14
8§ Tanks . . 5.07
1,265.17

3. There are 61 houscholds in thc‘village as re-
corded during the reyisit. According to the parti-
culars given by the Village Karnam, thgre are as
many as 57 households who are in possession of thc
land either of the Patta or of the Government waste
lands. The remaining four households who do not

own any land ekc out their livelihood by cultivating
the lands of others.  Of the 57 houscholds who are
posscssing the lands, only 30 houscholds are having
Patta rights. Again, of these 30 Pattadars, only
three are of other castes (one Mathura and two
Banias) and the remaining 27 Pattadars are tribals.
All the three non-tribal Pattadars are absentee land-
lords. Those lands are under the possession of the
tribals since a decadcor soand the tribals are paying
the Land Revenue. The remaining 31 households
including the Madiga and Lohar castes are cul-
tivating the Government waste land. A few Patta-
dars had also the possession of Government lands
besides their own lands.  Based on the information
collected from the Revenue records the houscholds
in the village arc classificd according to the size of
holdings irrespective of the occupancy rights cither
of Patta lund or Government land.

Statement VII
SIZE OF HOLDINGS

Houscholds having
.

Size of holdings r‘;alm Non-patia B

(in acres) lands lands Total

n )] 3 )
Below 3 . . 1 1
Jto 5 . . 2 8 10
6to 8
9 to 10 1 3 4
12 to 14 4 3 7
15to 17 9 5 14
18 to 20 2 4 6
21to 30 8 2 10
311040 3 1 4
411050 . . 1 1

4. It is evident from the above Statement that
30 out of 57 houscholds are having Patta lands while
thé remaining 27 households are having non-Patta
lands. Only one houschold has got less than three
acres of land.  Ten households are having less than
5 acres but more than 3 acres of land each. The
holdings of as many as 30 out of 87 households are
in the range of 15 to 30 acres. A further split-up
shows that thc maximum number of 14 households
are having 15 to 17 acres of land each. 10 house-
holds are having 21 to 30 acres cach while the remain-
ing 6 households have each of them 18 to 20 acres of
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land. Five houscholds have got more than 30 acres
of land each and one among them is having more
than 41 and lfess than 50 acres of land.  Duc to non-
availability of sufficient irrigational facilitics the
land potentialities are not properly cxploited either
by the developmental agencies or by the owners of
the land. All the non-Pattadars arc cultivating
cither cultivable waste, poramboke or the gairan
(grazing) land.

5. During 1963-64 of the total area of 1,265.17
acres, 767 acres of land were under cultivation. Out
of the Patta land of 521 acres and 38 guntas distribu-
ted among the 30 houscholds only 407 acres have
been brought under cultivation during the last
agricultural year and the remaining land being kept
fallow duc to some unknown reason. Similarly of
the 388 acres 16 guntas of cultivable waste 299 acres
and 10 guntas of land is possessed by the 23 housc-
holds since the last decade or more.  Again of these
73 houscholds 18 are not having Patta lands and the
remaining five own Patta lands. Still, 90 acres of
tand is available under the category of Patta land for
cultivation.  Nine housecholds are cultivating 40
acres and 20 guntas of the total poramboke land of
205 acres and 31 guntas. Of the 118 acres 12 guntas
of grazing land locally known as gairan about 19
acres of land is being cultivated by three houscholds.
On the whole there are still about 200 acres of land
available for cultivation but the bottlencck is lack
of irrigational facilities.

6. The cultivators are all dependent on rain for
cultivation of their lands. Two households in
Gedamguda however are growing onions, vegetables,
bananas etc., through well water. Another house-
hold at Bhurnur dug a well with the help of a loan
advanced by the Panchayat Samithi, but it has not
got sufficient water.

Factors influencing the economic life of the tribe

7. The generous policy of the Government has
considcrably changed the economy of this tribe.
Many ameliorative measures have been adopted to
petter the economic cgnditions of this tribe. As
already mentioned, special rules and regulations have
been formulated and a separate department was
created to look after the Interests of this tribe.
Under the Tribal Arcas Regulation Bules and
Relevant Orders (No. L of ]359. Fasl) most of

tribals of this arca hzly? agquned Patta rights
the b Linds they were cultivating. The possession
o;ic]r’ltnlt;s (bv ihe Gonds has also been regularised.
of I )

Certain lands have been taken from the reserve
forests and were also allotted to the tribals. Further
a few tribals from the neighbouring arcas where the
land is scarce have also been brought and scttied
here.  Almost all the inhabitants of the village are
migrants from the neighbouring taluks. In spite of
the restrictions imposed upon the non-tribals in
acquiring lands many have managed to acquire lands
in this area and among them Muslims predominate.
But all these non-tribals have not acquired permanent
Pattas. To clear of certain heavy debts the Gonds
give up their rights temporarily in favour of the non-
tribals who cultivate and return the lands to Gonds
as soon as the debt is cleared off.  In the initial
stages, financial assistance as well as free supply of
bullocks to carry on agricultural opcrations was
given to them by the Rural Credit Co-operative
Socictics. But they arc now almost defunct.  This
assistance in the initial stages has brought both good
and cvil effects among the tribes.  The new life has
created fresh desires in them but their limited
resources could not meet their demands.  Consc-
quently they are drawn into the clutches of the
money lender.

8. With the introduction of the Community
Development Programmes and with the opening up
of the Tribal Devclopment Block (Multi-purpose
Project) in 1957 to cover the entire Utnur Taluk, the
general economic condition of the tribals in this area
has improved considerably and the same is evident
in several road side villages. But the improvements
in the interior and inaccessible places are not quite
encouraging.

9. Nonc in the village knows about the various
legislations enacted by the State in the agrarian
sector. They however know the Land Assignment
Scheme as almost all the inhabitants arc benefited by
it. Lands were assigned and are still being assigned
to the tribals under Special Loan Rules. Almost
all the households have been bencfited by this
scheme.

Livestock

10. The livestock of the village comprises of 84
pairs of bullocks, 200 cows, 41 goats and 25 buffalocs
and all are not of any improved variety, but of thz
local breed. The bullocks and he-buffaloes form the
draught force of the village used in ploughing, cart
pulling etc. Most of the livestock is posscssed by
Gonds. Grazing facilities are available in the near-
by forest. Milk and milk products are not locally
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consumed. The cattle are not properly reared. Th'e
use of oil cakes, salt etc., as feed to the cattle1s
almost unknown to them. Adilabad is the nearest
centre where these tribals purchase and sell catt!e in
the cattle fair held .on every Sunday. Animal
diseases are treated locally.

Traditional occupation

11. Table 7 gives the details of the traditional
occupation of Gonds and Pradhans. Of tl.le 55 Gond
households, 50 households reported agriculture as
their traditional occupation while 5 households !1ad
agricultural labour as their traditional occupation.
.The 5 Pradhan households reported that their tradi-
tional occupation consists of agriculture (one house-
hold) and ritual begging (4 household’s). The one
Lohar household reported blacksmithy as his
traditional occupation. ~Among the two Madiga
households,occupation of one household isagriculture
and of another is cobblery. Agriculture is combined
with their traditional occupation of ritual begging
during the recent years by the Pradhans, who appear
to be in the process of economic transformation.
There is no change in the traditional occupation of
the Gonds because lack of other opportunities and
the total absence of any industry. In the past, the
Pradhans used to depend completely upon the Gonds
for their livelihood by way of begging which is socially
sanctioned according to mythology. After the
introduction of various developmental programmes
among the tribal folk during the last two decades,
there has been a considerable change in their social
outlook specially among the younger generation.
Though the Pradhans are considered low in the social
status in the Gonds society no such descrimination
is made in implementation of the welfare programmes
by the State among them. Lands were allotted to
the Pradhans on par with other tribals. Naturally
with this the Pradhans have now secured some
economic stability and they have abandoned the
idea that they should be dependent upon the Gonds
as they used tobe. The younger generation among
Pradhans to a greater extent lessened their contacts
with Gonds and have begun to feel that it was below
their dignity to play on their stringed instrument
and collect alms. This sort of attitude and indepen-
dent outlook that has developed among the Pradhans
because of their economic stability is not relished by
the Gonds and consequently they too stopped show-
ing any patronage towards the Pradhans. Thg Gonds
have stopped giving customary payments as liberally
as before. Moreover whereas the presence of a

Pradhan in the past was considered a must in the
social functions, it is not so rigid at present.

Main occupation

12. Nearly 80%, of the households in the village
are following agriculture as main occupation while
the remaining 209, are following other occupations
like agricultural labour, attached agricultural
labour, cobblery and patadi (ritual begging). The
occupationwise distribution of the households among
the communities shows that 46 out of 55 Gond house-
holds are engaged in agriculture, 8 households in
attached agricultural labour and one in agricultural
labour as main occupation. Of the 5 Pradhan
households, 3 report agriculture and 2 ritual begging
as their main occupation. One Madiga and one
Lohar household are engaged in agriculture and the
remaining one houschold of Madiga is found engaged
in cobblery (Table 9),

Occupational change over

13.  There is not much change over among Gonds
from their traditional occupation of cultivation. Of
the 55 Gond households only five households have
changed to contemporary occupation of attached
agricultural labour.  The cause of changing over to
this occupation is not because of lack of land but
due to lack of bullocks and agricultural implements.
Among the Gonds the change over is generally from
agriculture to agricultural labour or vice versa in
these areas. Similarly, out of the four Pradhan
households whose traditional occupation was ritual
begging, 2 have changed over to agriculture. The
only Lohar household with blacksmithy as tradi-

tional occupation has changed over to agriculture
(Table 8).

Combination of occupations

14. It is evident from Table 10 that among the
16 households with agriculture as main occupation
one each of five households has taken up subsidiary
occupation like teacher, village official, village
servant, havildar and blacksmithy; 2 households
have taken up patadi (ritual begging); 2 households
have taken to attached agricultural labour whilst 7
households have taken up agricultural labour as
subsidiary occupation. All the 3 households which
have attached agricultural labour as main occupation
have taken up agricultural labour as subsidiary
occupation while two households with main occupa_
tion of patadi (ritual begging) have also combined agri-
cultural labour as subsidiary occupation. * From the
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above analysis it is quite evident that the tendency
of following more than one occupation among the
inhabitants of this village seems to be on the increase.
If at all they combine their main occupation it is
mostly cither with agriculture or agricultural labour.

Mobility of occupation

15. The mobitity of occupation is almost nil
among the people under study.  The place of occu-
pation for all the people except the Pradhans is
within the village. The Pradhans who are following
ritual begging visit the surrounding villages. For
lack of aspiration they usually do not £0 1o some
other place to carn something more even in the
slack season, since their entire cconomic activity is
centred round agriculture and that too “nhm'mc
village.

Description of diffecent occupations

16.  Agriculture is the main  occupation for
majority of the houscholds in the village. Nearly
76%, of the pcople cke out their hivelihood fm:ﬁ
agriculiure only.  The technique, methods of culti-
vation and also the implements used by them are
antiquated.  The Community Development Pro-
gramme has done little in the interior parts of this
area in the field of agriculture.  Improved seeds and
fertilisers are yet unknown to them. A little quan-
tity of cach produce is preserved as sced for (he next
year's sowing. No land improvement programmes
are introduced. Three Gond houscholds are lound
applying organic manures in their ficlds,  One
houschold secms to have adopted improved methods
of cultivation also (Table 12). The land of this
village is black cotton and is considered to be fertile
but the farmers do not try to improve the fertitity
by putting the manures ¢te. The average yield per
acre in the village is about 2 o 4 maunds of jowar
and 1,4 palla 10 one palia (docal measure) in case
i cotton which are the main crops. The other

O . . . .
pulses which arc raised in the village are used or
houschold consumpuiononly, Only the agriculturists

who arc having bigger holdings engage the casual
Libourers ()L.cu\ionully. ch.cc the f)rgamsu(inn of
man power is not pr‘ohlcn) in the ynllugc. ]:‘ollo'».\-
MR P e erops l.:”scL‘[ in the village during the
ing are vl years There are two crop scasons
fast “%‘”C“ ‘}l‘lim—“ Jarts from June and cnds by
viz. 1“';‘ .r ':\n:l“\\C”“d’ Ribi starts in December and
November ande
cnds by March.

Statement VI
PARTICULARS OF KHARIF AND RABI CROPS

Area sown  Average vield in

Name of the crop Ac. G annas
() (2) (3)
Kharif crops
1 Paddy . . 78. 9 8
2 Jowar . . 192.32 8
3 Muirze . . 24. 13 8
4 Sama . . 2.30 6
5 Redgram . . 220 6
6 Greengram . . 18.00 6
T Blackgram . . 39.25 6
8 Chillies . . 0.21 6
9 Cotton . . 19,25 6
IR .25 6
1 Jute . . 2.00 6
Total IRY 10
Rabi crops
1 Jowar . . 6015 8
2 Wheat . . 15.10
3 Bengal gram . . 50.10
4 Other miscellancous
Crops 15.15 8

Tatal 141.25

I17. 1t is evident from the above crop pattern
that cotton is the only cash crop for them. Except
cotton and Bengalgram and wheat no other produce
is generally marketed by the agricultural houscholds.
The crop calendar given helow shows the sowing and
harvesting scasons of the different crops,

Statement 1X

CROP CALENDAR

Name of the crop Sowing seavon Harvesting season

() (2 (3

KNharif crops

1 Maise . June September

2 Jowar . June September-December

3 Cotton . June December

4 Paddy . June September

S Blackgiam . June August

O Greengram . June August

Rubi crops *

1 Bengalgram . December March-April

2 Jowar . December April

3 Wheat . December April

4 Cowgram . December April
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Jute, greengram etc., are mixed with jowar in the
Kharif crop. The inter-cultural operations are con-
ducted only for Kharif crop in the month of July or
August mostly by the household labour. Harvesting
is also done by the household labour. The land is
ploughed in the month of May. Soon after the fall
of first rain by the end of May or beginning of June
the sowing opecrations start. Most of the agricultu-
ral operations are attended to by the tribals them-
selves except in a few cases where due to large hold-
ings the respective houscholds engage hired labour
and meet the expenditure either from their own
resources or borrowed from the money lenders.

Mafketing 4

18. Only, cotton, Bengalgram and wheat are
commonly sold by the villagers at Adilabad market.
People who are having small quantity generally sell
to petty traders at Sirpur on any shandy day (Fig. 28).
Adilabad is the only ncarest marketing centre for
these people. The common transport to the market
is bullock cart (Fig. 29). They sell directly to the
merchants without the interference of any middle-
man. The merchants at Adilabad now and then
advance money if required to the ryots during the
slack season on the promise that the latter will sell
their produce to the former in the harvesting season.
In such cases a nominal interest of 639, is charged.
There are one or two households who got loans from
the merchants of Adilabad on those terms. The
following produce is marketed at Adilabad by the
agriculturists of this village during the year 1963.

Statement X
PARTICULARS OF MARKETED PRODUCE

Quantity Rate at
of the which
produce marketed Total
Name of the marketed (in Rupees value
produce (in pallus)  per palla) (in Rs.)
Q) (2) (%)) 4)
Bengalgram . 30 152 4,560
Cotton . 40 120 4,8C0
Wheat . 20 150 3,000
Total 90 12,360

1 Palla =1 Quintal

A little quantity of wheat and Bengalgram is
retained for household consumption.

Agricaltural implements

19. The following are the agricultural imple-
ments used in this village and all are antiquated

(Figs. 30 & 31). Ser, the narrow sharp plough is
used for opening the earth in a furrow for sowing
the seeds. Dawra is a harrow used for weeding.
The dawra resembles wakur another type of harrow,
but its horizontal weeding blade is shorter i.e., only
8" to 10" long, thus it slides easily between the
row of plants of jowar, cotton or pulses without
damaging the young plants while the bullocks walk
in the adjoining rows. This is used for up-
rooting the weeds that would otherwise sap the
fertility of the soil. Wakur is a type of harrow
with a horizontal blade curved at the ends
which is fixed in the centre of a wooden board.
Before sowing, this is used to clean the surface of
the field by uprooting both stubble of the last year’s
crop and the grass. On this wooden board the
ploughman stands so as to increase the pressure.
Tipunis a seed drill with three or more coulters. For
sowing on heavy soil some people use the ripun
with three coulters and the sowerstands on the
coulter board and drops the seeds into a large
funnel from which three bamboo tubes lead off to
the coulters.

20. Over and above these implements, sundry
articles like axe, sickle and the carts are also posses-
sed by the agriculturists. All the agricultural im-
plements are prepared by themselves. The timber
required for the agricultural implements is procured
from the local forest and each agriculturist pays
Re. 1 to the Forest Guard towards his customary fee
locally known as authpatii. The blacksmith in
Gedamguda, since his migration, has been attending
to the manufacturing of agricultural implements re-
quired by the ryots of this village who requisition
his services. Fig. 32 shows the blacksmith at work.
Prior to his coming, the agricultural houscholds
themselves used to prepare all the required imple-
ments. Now an agricultural household who can
afford the services of the blacksmith is paying him
8 paili (16 seers) of jowar or equivalent in money
once a year, He also attends to the needs of the
tribals of Mahagaon, Pamulawada, Bhurnur and
Netnur villages, all within a radius of six miles.
Sometimes, they come to him and sometimes he
visits the villages. In Yhis village 25 houscholds
have engaged the services of the blacksmith and he
is attending to the work requirements of about 125
families and gets annually jowar worth Rs. 1,250,

Casual and agricultural labour

21.  As recorded in 1961, six households are
reported to have been following the agricultural
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labour as main occupation. They are gencrally en-
gaged at the time of intercultural operations and
harvesting scasons by the well-to-do agricultural
families. The wages paid at the time of intercultu-
ral operations is 50 P. per woman and 75 P. per man.
Re. 1 is paid per day if onc is engaged for ploughing
in addition to onc time meal, At the time of har-
vesting, the wages are paid in kind. 50 to 60 car
heads are given if they go to cut the maize and two
small baskets load of jowar heads, for cutting jowar
crop. Similarly if they are engaged in picking
cotton they are paid in two baskets full of cotton.
The wage rate of the labourers is very poor in this
area.

Attached agricultural labour

22. There arc 8 houscholds which have reported
attached agricultural labour as their main occu-
pation. The wage rate to them is Rs. 60 cash and
25 maunds of jowar annually, which comes to nearly
Rs. 310. The working conditions of these labourers
are deplorably bad. He has to attend agricultural
as well as houschold work all round the clock.

Ritual begging '

23. The three Pradhan households who have
reported ritual begging as their main occupation
visit the Gond houscholds during the harvesting
seasons of this arca to beg. They also go 10 most
interior places in the forest. In addition to this
they also visit their patrons at the time of sociyl
and religious functions and get alms,

Main occupation and per capita annual household jp-
come

24. Agriculture is the main occupation for 51
out of 63 households. These 51 houscholds com-
prise 25 Simple, 5 Intermediate, 15 Joint and ¢
Other type of families distributed over gjj the
income groups. The income-wise distribution js
that there are 15 Simple, 3 Intermediate, 7 Joint
and one Other type of families in the income group
of less than Rs. 51 per agnum. 1In the income
group Rs. 51 to 100 there are 6 Simple, 2 Interme-
diate, 6 Joint and one Other type of families. Iy the
next income group on Rs. 101-200 there are 1wo
households each of Slmplg and Joint, and one of
Other type whereas there is only one Other type of
family in the highest income group of Rs. 201 and
above. Four househplds vn‘z,‘2 Simple and 2 Other
types could not specify their income (Table 11).

1

. e 4in occu
25, Agricultural labowr s Vhisis the mam

. - .. - in] le
pation for only one houschold which 13 of 5;1 lpOO
type and found in the income group of Rs.
per annum,

26, Attached agricultural labour: I’T,ig,"lt horse
holds comprising 5 Simple, one Intermediate ,a:ion-
Joint type report this as their main occup.\rme.
Among these 8 houscholds 4 Simple, one [nl: in-
diate and one Joint type of families are in the the
come group of Rs. 1-30 per annant. N“Ol;'gmi‘)’
remaining two houscholds one Joint type of zcl)thcr
is in the income group of Rs. 51 100 whl'lc ‘.hc‘ome,
Simple type of family could not specify 1S e

[ )
- gpation 1of
27, Cobblery: 1t is the mam mt”p‘m;‘\comc
one Simple type of fumily which 15 n the
group of Rs. 1-50 per annum.

. 1 c
8. Patadi: Paradi or ritual hcggl.ﬂg " t)"l;c
main occupation for one Joint and one simple 50
of familics which are in the income grOLllp
Rs. 1-50 and Rs. 51-100 respectively (Fable W

Annual household income

al

29. Table 17 gives the particulars of the lﬁﬁ‘r'ce
houschold income by main occupation and agfi'
of income. Of the 63 houscholds, 51 f.OH(})\ws»e 1
culture as main occupation. Again of the®
households, 48 houscholds derived through ¢
turc a total income of Rs. 12,801 (35'49%):; hous¢”
out of these 48 houscholds as many @5 & 383 fall
holds whose contribution has come 10 Rs. 2 d less:
within the annual income range of Rs. 300 an e 0
Ten houscholds in the annual incomy ranlgile
Rs. 301-600 have contributed Rs. 3,673 wo\l—900
households in the annual income range of RS'6housc—
contributed Rs. 2,240, There arc only two 1,2
holds in the annual incom: group of Rs. ‘)Ol-c;age
who have contributed Rs. 1,505, Thus the “‘vcon‘le
income from agriculture in the lowest total "11 the
group of Rs. 300 and less is only Rs. 103 whlu"p f
average income in the highest income ’gro {.6:s
Rs. 901-1,200 is the maximum in the V'"ag:nual
Rs. 753 per annum.  Similarly the averig® ao fall
income from agriculture of the houscholds w3
in the income group of Rs. 301-0600 is RS- of 10°
household while the average annual income¢
households in the income group of Rs. m
is Rs. 747, About 14 houscholds whose from
occupation is agriculture derive incom
other sources too viz, 8 houscholds |
Rs. 761 from agricultural labour, onc
hold each has ecurned an income of
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Rs. 721, Rs. 150, Rs. 50, Rs. 200 and Rs. 150 through
the subsidiary occupations like attached agricul-
tural labour, teacher, village officer, havildar, Patadi
and village scrvant respectively.

30. Onc houschold, rcported to have been
following agricultural labour as main occupation,
has carncd Rs. 180 through main occupation and
Rs. 90 through casual labour, the subsidiary occu-
pation. Attached agricultural labour is the main
occupation for 8 houscholds. Seven of them have
carned Rs. 894 through the main occupation. Three
of these 7 houscholds have also earned a further in-
come of Rs. 270 through agricultural labour, the
subsidiary occupation. Except onc household which
is in the income group of Rs. 301-600 the remaining
are in the income group of Rs.300 and below. The
solitary houschold with cobblery as main occupa-
tion has carncd Rs. 190 through main occupation
and is in the income group of Rs. 300 and below.
The two houscholds of patadi or ritual begging as
main occupation have carned Rs. 200 through the
main occupation and Rs. 240 through agricultural
labour, the only subsidiary occupation, Both of
them are in the income group of Rs, 300 and below.
The incomes of 3 houscholds of cultivation and one
household of attached agricultural labour as main
occupation have not been reported (Table 17).

Annual household expenditure

31. Table 19 gives the expenditure pattern of
the scven houscholds surveyed intensively. The
cxpenditure pattern among the inhabitants is very
simple and is limited to the primary needs. The
main items of the expenditure of the six house-
holds having agriculture as main occupation
are food, clothing, fucl and lighting, and toilets ctc.
Of the total expenditurc 62:119% is spent on food,
30°17%, on clothing, 2:57% on fucl and lighting, and
0-:359, on soaps. Only one houschold spent
Rs. 100 (3:20%,) on marriage. Of thc 6 households
two in the income group of Rs. 300 and below have
spent Rs. 210, three in the group of Rs. 301-600
have spent Rs. 406°67 P. and one in the income
group of Rs. 901-1,200 has spent Rs. 300 on food.
The same trend of expenditure on other items like
clothing and soaps is found among these households.
The expenditure pattern of the one Pradhan house-
hold depending on attached agricultural labour does
not differ much from the above pattern. Equal per-
centage of amount is spent on clothing by this
household. Anamount of Rs. 50 has been spent on
the education of a boy (Table 18).

Indebtcdness

32. The intensive economic survey conducted
among the seven houscholds in the village reveals
that 3 of them are having debts amounting to Rs. 100
to Rs. 1,500. One houschold each in the income
groups Rs. 300 and less, Rs, 301-600 and Rs. 901-
1,200 have raised a loan of Rs. 100, Rs. 500 and
Rs. 1,500 respectively (Table 21).

33. The causes for raising loan may vary from
household to household and from occasion to occa-
sion in the same houschold itself. Among the three
households in debt, 2 households have each incurred
a debt of Rs. 1,000 for mecting ordinary wants, and
for meeting expenses of household cultivation. An
amount of Rs. 100 and Rs. 1,000 have been borrow-
ed by one household each for marriage and cultiva-
tion respectively (Table 22).

Credit agency

34. Usually the private money lender of Asifa-
bad has been fulfilling the usurious needs of the
tribals of this village for quite a long time. With
the opening up of Community Development Pro-
grammes in these areas, tribals started to take ad-
vantage of the credit facilities provided by this or-
ganisation. All the three households raised a total
amount of Rs. 1,200 from the private money lender
at an interest of 25%,. One among them has also
taken a loan of Rs. 1,000 from the Government
agency at 4 to 6 percent interest. Added to this
the itinerary merchants who are known as madrasis
from Nellore District are also giving loans and
clothes to the tribals and collect the amounts at the
time of harvest. These money lenders are operat-
ing in this area for the last one dccade. They stay
at some village and visit the tribal habitations now
and then. Though many development schemes are
introduced, this problem of finding easy credit fa-
cilitics for the tribals is still unsolved (Table 23).

Family budget

35. Table 20 gives the overall houschold budget
position of these households. Of the six Gond
families, three households who come in the income
range of Rs. 300 and below are in deficit and of the
remaining three households one in the income range
of Rs. 301 to Rs. 600 is having surplus and another
in the same income group is having deficit budget
whereas one household -could not specify its bud-
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getary position. The one Pradhan household falling
in the incomec group of Rs. 901-1,200 is in deficit

budget.

Capital formation

36. Among the 7 houscholds surveyed intensi-
vely 4 have invested in capital goods during 1959-60.
Except one houschold of Pradhan the remaining are

all Gonds,  Among the Gonds two houscholds have
invested in gold and silver to a tune of Rs. 26 t0 50
and Rs. 5110 75 respectively while one has purcbased
Savings Bonds worth about Rs. 6 to 25. The only
Pradhan houschold has invested more than Rs'- ¢
and less than Rs. 26 on housc construction during

the same period (Table 16).

Chapter V

CULTURAL LIFE AND VILLAGE ORGANISATION

Language

The Gonds who refer to themselves as ““Koitur™
have their own language called Gondi which has no
script. It is however spoken with a mixture of
Marathi words in Adilabad, Utnur and Boath Taluks
as the language of the neighbouring area is Marathi;
similarly the Gonds inhabiting the taluks of Asif-
abad, Sirpur, Chinnur and Lakshettipet commonly
mix Telugu in their Gondi dialect, as the dominant
Janguage of the pcople living in these taluks is Telugu.
The 1961 Census Table ST I. (Part V-A-Volume I
shows that in Adilabad District, the Gonds have
returncd the following languages or dialects as their
mother tongue.

Statement X1
SPEAKERS BY MOTHER TONGUE AND SEX

Total speakers

~ |
Mother tongue Males Females
) ) 3
1 Bhole . . 2
2 Gondi . . 37,051 34,761
3 Hindi . . 65 37
4 Xannada . . 2
5 Kolami . . 22 23
6 Koya . . 172 506
7 Manne . . 2 1
8 Marathi . . 148 121
9 Mathuri . . 52 3
10 Te]ugu . . 9, 576 10,788

2. The influcnce of the other languages over
the Gonds is thus apparent. Usually males speak
all the languages of the neighbourhood due to their
constant contact with others whereas women speak
only in Gondi with all the influxes resulting from
the influence of regional languages. The other
community people who are in minority living in
Gond habitation arcas gencrally speak in Gondi with
the Gonds. When the question of starting the
schools arose in the tribal areas Devanagari script
was adopted for this language,on the initiation of
Professor Haimendorf, the eminent anthropoligist,
by the then Social Service Department of the erst-
while Hyderabad State Government and the Primary
Readers were published in this script for use in the
Departmental schools. They were prepared by
Sri S. B. Jogelkar, Social Service Officer of the erst-
while Hyderabad Government and were introduced

in all the tribal schools of Adilabad District. After
the rcorganisation of States, Telugu and Hindj have
been introduced. A glossary of a few Gondi words

and sentences with their meanin

below,

g in English is given

Statement XII

GLOSSARY OF A FEW GONDI WORDS AND SENTENCES

Gondi
)

Khandecr
Podal
Pedi
Manial
Vailo .
Baika .
Madso
Gharo
Yer .
Perak .
Ron
Nar .
Kheda .
Gumpa
Moora
Ermi
Konda
Kove
Kakad
Dagoor
Chudoor
Phorol
Wara
lkkewara
Uda
Nila
Baskay
Baga
Bhan
Nimbor
Bari
Borandur
Bachalay
Roppo
Sille
Chowkatmant heet
Chowkat .
Meeva badnar .
Meeva porol bathal

Meerat samdeer
chowkarmanthect

Mari miyad samdcer -
chowkatmantheet

Sare thinthiki sille

Thinmad sille .
Nimmed bhaga danthi
Nanna dautom .

English
)
Children
Boy
Girl
Men
Women
Wife
Husband
Food
Water
Rice
Housc
Village
Forest
Temple
Cow
Buffalo
Buljock
Monkey
Crow
Big
Small
Niame
Come
Come here
Sit
Stand
When
Where
How
Whom
Why
Who
How much
In
No and Nit
OK.
Good
Wherefrom do you hail ?
What is your name ?
Are you doing well 7
My children and all are O, K

Did you have your meal ?
Not taken

Where are you going ?
Tam going
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3 The mother tongue of the Pradhans -= the

Mual begaars — is Narathi but they are cquull‘y
rrt craats . o ! J !
famitiar with Gondi. while talking with ~(JU';}‘L\
L ‘ : e G . he
and narrating the myth ete., they use (I(THdl 1
‘ lis tribe also know Gondi. Among

women of U ' ndi.
vagiablyv talk m Marathi.

themselves they iu

4. The languaae of Lohar is Marathi and hc‘
also speaks Gondi. Yﬂ.;\dl.g‘d\‘ A{tulk Td’ggx} :m‘u]n‘x%
themsclves and 10 Gondi wx_&h (J()l\d". ”\,th ot ur
community poople living in -thc village 'm qt;(\‘h,
familiar with Gondi. Urduis mors or lgss spf» ,b-ln
by the male members of atl conmmmgg in the vil-
This is because U rdu was the official languay:

lage. Hang ‘

iusth‘ crstwhile Hyderabad State and it was the
o i A ‘ A ‘

wcedia for conversing with the ruling class — the

medic ; a

Muslims.

Family Type
5. The joint family system is 510\'\'ly. h]'g;\l\ing‘
up cven among these hill folk.  The incidence of
such break-up is more after they have tukcp up
settled agriculture. The tcndcnq now-a-days is for
the youth to live away from th.clr parents and other
family members after the marriage. Thc land rcfoxps
t{o a certain extentare also rcsponsxblc for the d.lS-
integration of the joint family system. Whll.c
assigning the land, the head of the houschold is
taken into consideration. l‘:vcry head of the house-
hold, in his desire to sce that his sons possess more
Jand, encourages his sons to st up aseparate family.
Out of the 55 Gond houscholds, 29 are Simple type
of families consisting of wife and husband and un-
marricd children, 5 are lntcn.ncdiatc i.e., m;)‘rricd
couple,unmarricd brothcrA,.smt.cr and o'nc of the
parents, 17 arc Joint families i.c., mn.mcd COLIP]Q
with married sons [ daughters or. with “T“”‘“‘“
brothers | sisters and 4 arc ‘()thcr’s_ i.c., which do
not fail inany onc of the above. ‘.hrcc out of the
five Pradhan hous?holds are of. Simple type :}l1d
among the rcmuimn‘g two, onc is :m- Intermeodiate
type and the Other is other type. The two housc-
¢ 1ds of Madiga arc having one Simple type and one
o diate type of family. The only Lohar house-
:mlfincncfmu:s under Other type of family (Table 24).
10

Leisure . 4

6. There arc no specific leisure months and
< such for these pcople.  During the agri-

s a3 of both mcit and women keep themselves

Jusk. Generally during the

ay when it is off scason, these

! on
cultural scas
busy from dawn to

months of Apritand M

people have Totof feisure. T these months, Vl.\l\\’
to relatives” houses take plice. When they get time
a1l congresate in front of the Patel’s house and o.vcr
a \nh:lckco‘pipc they chit-chat. The grown up chllQ-
ren play Midhadi ¢ilii dunda (conniry cricket) and §0
on.  Somctimes they abo play Dhomsa d:?nc.c mn
moon-titnights. Lxeept this thereareno reereational
activities in the village.

Religion and worship of deities

7. Al the inhabitnts in the village includl'ng
(he tribals are considered to be Hindus,  The pl'll‘\-
cipal deoiry of Gonds and Pradhans 18 .Pcr‘salf’;n‘
(giwui Gody who is I\CLI\O\‘.‘.\.‘({L_'Cd. to be their 1»1.;11 L}():
God, and who is worshipped with great \'cncml‘l' :
and awe.  Lvery rite is strictly performed SCCOT‘L I‘ng‘
to their customs. The one Lohar houschold ‘.vor.shlll”b
Hanuman deity.  There are no separate village
deitics for the other caste people. There are 1\12
emples efe., i the village nor arc there any cons
tructions to housc the village deities.

8. Certain village deities are worshippcq at tl'lc
appropriate occasion by the people collcctnvgly ;S-
described in the following paragraphs. ‘In this \;ur
lage the people of two habitation areas, vi, Bll\u‘rzmy
and Gedamguda do not worship togcthcr.. The o
and time of worship of the deities 1s decided b?'ti :
Pate) of the concerned habitation 1n CleIS'U‘tfl :‘c
with a few clderly people and Su‘)ﬁ”‘p“m?it "
raised for the same. l)mxui——tE\c‘wllugc p'ru.s o
their community ifrcxp.‘ct‘;V? of Sug;\ wl'll'r{léryclnn
clan) attends the worship ol ﬂ]c. dcxlty,‘ lyrship
Katoda — the priest, does not officiatein the th ;)nly
of the village deities as his dutics arc rcsm;t‘uvmagc
{o the worship of Persa Pen (great (;.ud). }"f lcc e
deities mentioned here arc found in [?f“, ‘~]outsidc
village and the hamlet.  All the deitics ar¢

the habitation arca.

Aki Pen el

9. The guarding deity of \h‘c wmgc~1:oc\‘\l/ix:g.
AkiPenwho is worshipp:d at the ime of h,rilt ‘voodcn
The idols of the deity consist of two Sl\?d v vherl
poles fixed to a big pole wi‘lh a wlutc’i"ldé;-of eaves
erccting the idols of this deity, some klndigclosc o
arc kept beneath it which they do no! th the
others. A day is chosen in consult‘}'hlof}m of this
village clders to perform the 'ccrc.momi:lﬂ:é s;:cdS.
deity for the successful germination 0 o ;acriﬁcc
fow! or a goat, as decided by villagers
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and prayers arc offcred to this deity for blessing them
with bumper crops. Genecrally, the ceremony con-
cludes by midday and they sow secds immediately.
At the time of Dasara festival, a new flag is unfurled
with the sacrifice of a goat.  Figurc 33 shows the
Gond Patcl on the side of Aki Pen. :

Avul Pen

10. 1In the moaths of Chaitra (March-April) and
Pora (July-August) this deity of epidemics, locally
known as Pochamma, is propitiated collectively by
all the. villagers and a goat is sacrificed to protect
their habitation from epidemics. The mecat of the
eacrificed goatis equally divided among all the housc-
holds in the village. The other caste pcople living
in the village also participate. This deity is specially
worshipped by the newly murried couple and any one
who had a special vow.  They fulfil their vows im-
mediately on getting relicved from their worries efe.

Masoha

1. On the occasion of Dasara festival the
boundary deity called Masoba is worshipped by sacri-
ficing a goat, the meat of which is divided among all.
The idols of this deity consist of a triangular shaped

stonc fixed in the earth on the outskirts of the
village.

Satti Pen

12. Soon after the harvest, the Gonds observe
Satti pooja in the month of November. The idols
of this deity are kept on the outskirts of the village,
in a small hut. A day is fixed for observing this
pooja and all the villagers place a few grains of their
ncw crops in front of the idols and invoke the deity
to bless them with prosperity.  After completing
this pooja only they cook and cat. Though this deity
is not there in Gedamguda village they too worship
after the harvest in the name of the deity. The idols
of this deity arc found in Bhurnur village only.

Hanuman

13, In addition to their own deities, now-a-days
the Gonds are regularly worshipping the Hanuman.
There are idols of Hanuman both in Gedamguda and
Bhurnur. Tn Gedamguda the stone idol of Hanuman
is fixed on a raised stone platform (Fig. 34) whereas
in Bhurnur it is simply fixed in the earth. The deity
is not worshipped daily. But on every Monday a
few villagers gather, light a candle and offer a cocoa-
hut. The Patel of Gedamguda bears the expenses on

this day. But at Bhurnur the practice is different.
Anybody who likes visits the deity and lights a
wick.

14. It is not the custom among the people of
the village to have their clan or family deity in their
houses. As a matter of fact they do not have family
or houschold deity as such except the penkonta pillar
in the north-castern corner of the house. On every
festival a little quantity of all the dishes prepared is
served in a leaf and is kept in the corner as an offer-
ing before they are eaten.

Festivals

15. Generally in every month some festival or
the other is obscrved by the Gonds and Pradhans.
There arc certain occasions when they dance, sing
songs and be merry. A description of festivals is
given in the following paragraphs. Following is the
list of twelve months with their cquivalent words in
Telugu and English.

Statement XII1
GONDI CALENDAR OF MONTHS

Gondi Telugn English
(N @) &)

1 Chaita . Chaitra March-April

2 Bhave . Vaisakha . April-May

3 Bhud Bhave - Juishta . May-June

4 Akhadi < Ashadha + June-July

5 Pora . Sravana July-August

6  Aukurpoku + Bhadrapada . August-September

7 Devadi < Asviyuja September-October

8 Karthi - Karthecka Octeber-November

9 Satti . Margasira November-December
10 Push « Pushya December-January
11 Mahe + Magha January-February
12 Denadi « Phalguna February-March

16. Their calendar ycar begins with Chaita
(March-April). On the full moon day all the vil-
lagers collectively purchase a goat and decapitate it
in the name of the jungle deity. The meat of the
sacrificed goat is distributed among all the households
who cook and enjoy.

Bheemdev festival

17. Festival of Bheemdev is observed in the
month of Bhave (April-May). The day is dccided
upon after consulting the elderly people of their
community. It is not collectively performed. On
this day only vegetarian dishes are preparéd by the
households depending upon their economic condition
and a little quantity of all the dishes prepared are .
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offered to the deity.  The image of the deity which
is in the shape of a stone is under the neem tree in
the western direction of the habitation area.  After
the offering is over, they cat and enjoy. On the
following day the image of the deity is taken to a
nearby hill stream for washing, which is locally
known as Ganga.

Persa Pen festival

18.  Next to this, Persa Pen festival is observed
in this month on new moon day by all the Gonds of
different phratries and  clans scparately.  This
festival is of great importance to the Gonds, and is
celebrated with great pomp and show. The same
symbols of Persa Pen given to the Gonds by their
cultural hero Pahandi Kupar Lingal, are still followed
to this day and every year the people belonging to
different clans perform this festivalin great reverence
especially when they get bumper harvest. The place
of the deity for cach clan will be at different places
and all belonging to a particular clan go to that
place on the appointed day which is informed to them
by the Katoda, the priest through the Pradhan,
There is no difference in the worship of clan deities
of the different clan people. A detailed account of
Persa Pen rites is given in the following paragraphs
as observed by the Investigators during their visit to
the village Tosham, a tribal village of Utnur Taluk
which is at a distance of about 30 milcs from Bhur-
nur village.

19. It was April 29th, 1960 in the Gond habita-
tion of Tosham village. The stillness of the night
was pierced by the roar of drums, the wail of
Thotis™ trumpets at the first crow of the cack. The
men of Sedamaki clan of that village and few other
villagers had alrcady assembled in front of the Patel's
house by that time.  The clan Katoda (priest) wlu;
lives in another village had also arrived the previous

night. Green leaf shelters were erected in front of
the Patel’s housc as well as on the outskjrts

20. Then the procession accompanied by drums
and trumpets started to a gulmohwa tree on whicf\
the Persa Pen pot containing the shrines was kept
hidden. After reaching the tree the Katoda propi-
tiated the trunk of the tree by applying marks of
vermilion and turmeric powder and a cocoanut was
offered. Then the Katoda along with two other
Gonds climbed up the tree while others «tood in a
semi-circular form with folded hands. The Katods,
with the help of ropes, brought down the great rot
containing the ritual objects.  They danced holdiny

t‘hc pot.  The pot containing the ritual objects was
lifted by a Gond on his shoulder and brought to a
pandz.ll of green leaves crected on the outskirts of
the Vl“ifgc accompanied by drums and trumpets in a
procession. It was then placed over a blanket. Fresh
water had alrcady been brought in brass vessels and
kept ready for giving bath,

21, 'Thc Katoda then opened the pot with great
venqatnon and took out the sacred white chauwur
(whisk), the sale (spear-head), a set of four bells, a
bamboo shafy having four nodes, white cloth pieces
anq several other objects.  He first washed the
wl1|§k. .Four small brass vessels filled with water,
Cow's urine, cow's milk, and oil were brought. The
Katoda and others poured water cach in turn, over
_the whiskT and then combed with their fingers, rubbed
'energetically till it dried up; lastly oil was brought
in a leaf-cup and applied carefully to the hair and
then all the remaining ritual objects of Persa Pen
wished,

22. The Katoda and the men of Scdamaki Saga
then took out the other sacred objccts from the pot.
A sma.ll picce of white cloth and a lengthy twine
were tied round to the head of the bamboo shafts of
four nodes. The brass bells were tied tightly to the
head of the bamboo and then the Katoda picked up
the sacred spear-head.

. 23. The shrine was then ready for the ceremo-
nies. Katoda planted the bamboo firmly in the ground
yvhile men and boys quickly grouped themselves
Into a semi-circle. The two large heavy headed
Spears were brought from Patel’s house and crected
besides the Persa Pen idol. Then Thotis started
beating the drums and trumpets.  All the rites were
completed at about 12 O’clock. People of Sedamaki
clan from other villages poured in to offer respects
to Persa Pen. The women were busy from the
morning in cleaning the houses and preparing food.
Arrangements for the stay of outsiders werc made.

24. The Katoda then went up to the idol and
with a single movement picked up the bamboo from
the ground while two others shouldered the large
spear-heads and other objects were picked up by
some others, The people who gathered there stood
quickly in a semi-circle greeting each other with the
words ‘Ram Ram’. The Katoda solemnly moved
from man to man and softly shook the idol so that
the brass bells jingled incessantly and they saluted
with folding hands and some also bowed down and
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ouched the feet of Kutoda. Thereafter the proces-
jon started for the village. Young men and boys
lanced before the idol at intervals while the drums
nd the trumpets were being continuously sounded.
“ig. 35 shows the Katoda passing through the streets
ollowed by dappu, local musical instrument.

25. At last the Persa Pen entered the village
imd visited all the village deities, i.e., Aki Pen, Avul
en, Satti Pen and other minor deities. The idol
wvas then taken round the cattle sheds, where the
>wners waited with water and  atukulu (beaten rice).
From here the procession went to the strcam where
cattle usually drink water and the drinking water
wells of their habitation, etc., and ultimately it
reached the Patel’s house. Here the Persa Pen was
planted on the ground and the large spear-heads
were set up on cither side of the idol.

26.  Sedamaki clan women dressed in their best
in brightly coloured sarces and bedecked with all
their sparkling silver ornaments and their hair
shampooed, oiled and nicely donc up awaited the
arrival of Persa Pen. The courtyard was packed to
its capacity with the men and women of Sedamaki
clan. The other clan pcople who were the specta-
tors sat scparately. The Katoda cleared a bit of
ground before the idol and he marked parallel cross
lines with turmeric powder and offered a cocoanut.
Katoda’'s wife then came to the idol and poured
water from a small brass vessel over the base of the
idols, and the handles of spears and offered prayers.
All the women present offered salutations and sng
songs in memory of Persa Pen and their culture hero
Pahandi Kupar Lingal. Women-folk came onec by
onc and pourcd water ncar the basc of idol and
bowed down touching the ground with their fore-
heads. The newly married women of Sedamaki clan
specially offered their salutations, While leaving
the place cvery worshipper paid a coin according to
his status to the Thoti Patadi (ritual beggar). After
finishing this, the idol was taken into the house of
the Patcl where a new pot full of freshly made
millet gruel was kept ready in the corner of the
kitchen. The Katoda dipped the ends of chauwur
allowing the liguid to drip into the fold of Patel’s
upper cloth who bowed with folded hands and
prayed Persa Pen for success and wealth. Similarly
onc member from each house, men or women in
turn held up the end of the dhoti or saree and re-
ceived the grucl and prayed the Persa Pen for their
prosperity. On return to their houses they smeared

it on all their grain and store baskets, etc.  Food
was also offered to the 1dol by some worshippers.
Some men and women danced the dhemsa for a
while. All these ceremonies were completed by sun-
set and the people dispersed to have their meal.

27. Throughout the night they were busy in
dancing and merry making. At about 4 O’clock in
the morning, the Persa Pen was taken in a procession
to a nearby stream in the forest where it washed and
brought back by 8 O’clock in the morning. The
ido! was installed in the green leaves’ shed erected
outside the village for sacrificial ceremony.

28. Before the main rites of the day began the
Katoda propitiated the God by sacrificing a chicken:
brought by himself and cut into half. One portion
was rctained by himself and the other was given to
the ritual beggar, the Patadi. Irrespective of clan
and phratry, offerings of somcrice, jowar, flour were
handed to the Katoda. Chickens were also sacri-
ficed. Katoda applied bottu or mark on the fore-
heads of the goats brought for sacrifice. He sprinkl-
ed water on them to shake their bodies before they
were considered acceptable to the deity. With the
sprinkling of water they naturally shivered and
were then sacrificed. The severed heads were kept
before the idols of Persa Pen and the remaining por-
tion of the body was taken away. All these offer-
ings thus reccived were cooked and eaten by the
members gathered. As the wonien were not allowed
to participate in this ccremony they gathered at
Satti shrine and sacrificed one goat and cooked it
separately.

29. Then followed the evening ceremony. After
the feast, while all the people stood in a semi-circle,
the Katoda took the idol to each who embraced it,
paid homages and prayed for prosperity. Then all
the symbols were separated and kept in the pot and
tied in the same manner as they were brought and
prescrved on the same gulmohuwa tree. They retur-
ned to the village and spent the entire night in
merry making. On the third day all the people who
came from other villages started returning paying
something to Thotis according to their status.
Thus ended the Persa Pen rites of Sedamaki clan of
Nalwen Saga.

30. The women in menses including the other
members of her house are prohibited to take part
in the rites of this great festival,
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Bhud Bhave

31. 1Inthe month of Bhud Bhave (May-Junc) the
villagers pray the rain God. On the new moon day
all the inhabitants prepare a vegetarian feast separa-
tely in their houses according to their status. In the
night two children holding on their shoulders a
pestle to which a frog is hung, and accompanied by
other childern go round cach houschold who would
pour watcer on this frog. 1t is said that by doing so
they get the rains in time during the year.

Rajula

32. Rajula festival is observed by the Gonds
and Pradhans on the full moon day of Akhadi (June-
July). All the male members including children
with their cattle go to a ncarby forest and sacrifice
a goat to Rajula deity. There kheer (sweet cooked
rice) is prepared and a little bit is given to all the
cattle and the rest is cnjoyed by the members
present. Aftcrwards a straight line of twenty or
thirty yards is drawn with turmeric powder and
cattle are made to cross over it and driven away
into the forest without any guard and brought back
the following day. As the males perform puja
women look after the preparation of the feast. A,
non-vegetarian feast along with kheer, is performed
and enjoyed. A goat is sacrificed Collectively by
the villagers and the meat is distributed among all.
Till they observe this festival, they do not touch
the leaf of teak tree. The belief in observing this
festival, as told by the Gonds, is that on that day if
any cattle, that arc driven away to the forest is
killed by the tiger, it will be presumed that through-
out the year they face the same menace of tiger
This festival is observed in honour of Polam R‘djl.;
or Nagoba deity, a god holding sway over the hills
and forests, who is supposed to protect the cattle
and the herdsman. The dandari dance begins on
this day and lasts upto the end of Divali.

Pora

33. On the day of Sravang Amavasya (August)
pora festival is observed. Meat eating is strictly
prohibited on this day. The bullocks decorated
with jhols (embroidered sadle like thing) are tuken
out in a procession in the village after being taken
round the idol of Hanuman. The herd boys are fed
on this day.

Dasara and Divali

34, Dasara and Divali festivals are also obsery-
ed by the people in the month of Devadi (September-

October). After the 10th day of the first moon day,
Dasara festival is observed. On this day a goat is
decapitated and its meat cqually distributed among
the inhabitants. Sumptuous dishes according to
their status are prepared and enjoyed. On the day
of Divali, in the carly hours, after decorating
their bullocks by applying turmeric marks on their
forchead they sct them free. In the evening they
feed the cattle with the dishes they have prepared
and wash the feet of the cattle.  In the night they
dance and will be merry.

Lithru

35, Pithru, the festival of departed souls is
obscrved by all in the month of Karthi (October-
November) on the new moon day. People belong-
ing to different Sagas gather to-gether saparately
and perform 1this festival collectively. Sweets Of
vegetarian meals are offered to the dcpartcd and
then consumed.

36. In the month of Sarti (November -~ Dec-
ember) they exchange the food prepared from new
crops.  There is no ritual as such on this day. They
visit the Keslapur fair in the month of Push (Dec-
ember ~ January). There are no festivals during the
Temaining two months as they would be busy 10
harvesting their crops. Most of the festivals except
Divali and Dasara are observed by the Gonds and
Pradhans of this region,

Keslapur fair

37. Excepting the Keslapur fair, there are no
other important fairs in this taluk. Originally, 3
decade or two ago, this fair was held on a very
small scale and was not known to the outside WOT'_d
as it was exclusively attended by pcople of a parti-
cular clan of the Gond tribe. It is howcver said
that other tribes living in this tract were attending
the fair for the purchase of articles ctc., from the
merchants who used to visit Keslapur on that
occasion. But later, as the days rolled on, maay
changes occurred in this fair. Pcople of othf:f
communitics also living in this region started visit=
ing though not for worship but for sight sceing and
enjoying themselves. This place to-day, once a
year, becomes a big marketing centre of this. area
where all the people purchase their requirements.

38. Keslapur village is located in Utnur Ta'luk
of Adilabad District. It is at a distance of 2} miles
from the village Mutnur which is on the main road
of Utnur to Gudihatnur, the latter being on the
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Grand Trunk Road leading from Hyderabad to
Nagpur via Adilabad. Utnur, the taluk hcad-
quarters and Adilabad, thc district headquarters are
situated at a distance of 16§ and 22} miles on south-
cast and north-west rcspectively of the village. The
village falls in the Revenue Firka of Indcrvelly which
is also the headquarters of the Village Level Worker
of the Multipurpose Project, Utnur.

39. At Keslapur is held the Nagoba fair, an
important annual fair of the tribals of Adilabad.
The Mesram clan people of Edwen Saga of this
district every year on the day of Pushya Amavasya
(last week of January) worship Scshnag (the Serpent-
God) with great pomp. Figures 35 and 36 show the
Nagoba temple and the ccremonial cooking. 1t has
got an interesting myth of seven brothers. The
mythical background of this jatara was narrated
by the Katoda, the priest of the Mesram clan.

40. According to the version of Mesram Chitru,
a Gond of Keslapur, the legend (though lacking
continuity) runs thus — Bourmachwa, identified with
the present Keslapur was probably named
after a daman tree. Kesla is a Gondi word meaning
the handle of an axe and this is generally made of
daman wood. Thus the word Keslapur might have
come into vogue. There lived a Raja of Jajkial
with his wife Rukdevi and their son, Wordev, and
daughter-in-law, Sondevi. The latter couple were
blessed with seven sons and their state was prosp-
erous. When they were in childhood a great disease
ravaged the land and all the inhabitants cxcept
these seven small children were killed. They decided
to leave the deserted village to eke out their live-
lihood. So they set out and reached the seven
cattle sheds of a village late in the evening. As it
was growing dark they took shelter in one of the
cattle sheds. There was one tigress which was
every night breaking into one of the cattle sheds
and killing the bulls and cows. But on that night
nothing happened and all the cattle were safe. The
owners of the cattle sheds were pleased and adopted
these children. They lived there for twelve years
learning to herd the cattle. These seven brothers
then returned to Bourmachwa along with herds of
cattle to settle once again in their metherland.

41. The elder brother married the daughter of
Shakati Raja who was their mother’s brother.
After living happily for some years, she determined
to take revenge by killing all of them for the

disrespect they were said to have shown to her
father. Oune day she asked her husband to take her
to her father. When they both reached the midst
of the forest, all of a sudden she turned into a
tigress and devourcd him. After a few days, she
alone returned to the six brothers and told them
that her husband was staying with her father. As
the days passed and the clder one failed to return,
the next brother went jin search, followed by her.
In the forest she again turned into a tigress and
killed him and so it was continued until the youngest
brother was left. The youngest one who also went
out in search of the elder ones, accompanied by her
found out the truth., He prayed the Seshnag who
gave him shelter in the earth before the tigress
could kill. There sprout up one mango plant which
grew rapidly and bore fruits. In one of the fruits
therc was life of this boy. That fruit was picked up
by a crow and was thrown into a tank and was
swallowed by a fish. At that time a poor woman
went for fishing and got that particular fish. When
she cut it a boy came out who grew up as rapidly as
she became rich.

42. Meanwhile the so called sister-in-law mar-
ried one Raja Soyam. Coming to know of the birth
of this boy in a poor fisher-woman’s house, she
planned to kill him but in vain. At last the boy
disclosed all about her former mis-deeds to her
former husband who banished her from his kingdom.
Then he returned to his native village, Bourma-
chwa and lived there. He was blessed with plenty
and married two daughters of different Rajas and
lived happily.

43. Once he invited all of his relatives and all
went to the sea to worship Raja Shesh (Serpent-God).
He went to the great house of Raja Shesh to bring
the God. The God was absent. He entered the
shrine against the will of the guard and saw golden
pan-leaves hanging from the throne of the Sheshnag
and plucked seven of them and came out. Then
all of them returned to Bourmachwa throwing the
cooked food in the sea taken by them since they
could not worship the Sheshnag.

44. The Raja Shesh returned and became angry
at his uncivilised behaviour and started in the form
of an enormous cobra with the intention of killing
him and destroying all his people. He came to the
boundaries of Bourmachwa (the present Keslapur)
and opened his mouth widely to swallow all the
people. When this was known, all the people came
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with milk, curds and dddicious dishes ad poured
them in the mouth of the Serpent-God and worship-
ped.  The God was much picased and became sym-
pathetic.  Then this boy told the Serpent-God that
they all came to the Sea to worship him. The
present place of worship at Keslapur is considered 1o
be the same place where the Serpent-God was first
worshipped on the Pushva Amavashya (Dcecember-
January). Then the God advised them all to wor-
ship him there alonc on cvery Pushya Amavashya
(Dcccmber-]anuary). Even to this day, the Mesram
clan people of Edwen Saga of Adilabad district
gather on Pushya Amavashya and worship the Ser.
pent-God (Sheshnag) and offer milk, curds, ¢,

45. Pooja is performed at the midnight of
Pushya Amavashya cach year. A day before tl;c main
pooja, all the Mcsram clan peopic gather under o
huge banyan tree near the shrine and will not enger
their houses tiil the pooja is completed.  Next day
they prepare sweets and offer milk and curds 1o the
deity.  All these offerings are Kept near a smgy hole
still existing, which is considerd 1o be the cntmncc’
of the Cobra God and covered with a white cloth
Sacred rice is distributed by the Katoda to aJj thé
assembled.  He recites some manthras  (sacred
verses) and takes back the rice, When 1hc‘c101](
shakes they believe that the Serpent-God comes "mdl
touches their offerings.  1¢is said by a few cld;rl
People that for the last two years the Serpcnt-GoZ
15 not coming as they have constructed the present
structure. The women who married the men of
Mcsram clan worship the deity Specially and g
ritually united with the clan on this day. The 'rﬁ
gather in separate places near the temple andyszzl
rifice goats, crc.,"cook food and enjoy. Markctinc-
is done only after finishing this pooja, &

?6. Profl. Haimenfiorf, the adviser onp tribal
welfare to the erstwhile Hyderabad Syafe Govern-
ment, during the course of his stuq f i

| ‘ ¥y of Gonds ip
Adilabad having seen the huge gathering of these
tribals at Keslapur tfhought of.zhis tribal festival z
the best occasmn. or estabhshmg direct contact
betwecn the aboriginals and Government officers
So hc organised a Darbar where a}) the tribals gather:
ed on the next morning of pooja 1o represent thejr
difficulties to the Oﬂichs. Even to this day the same
tradition is followed with Some more additions, |p
this way this once clan fgstwal has been transformed
into a general tribal fair and an occasion for the
Government also to partl'upate and come into
closer contact with the tribals. A} the district

f’”i“"‘* pather and wome important poronality is
mvited o preside over (he mecting.  The Darbar
place will be beautifully decorated and proceedings
urlc conducted by the Social Weltare Ofticer. The
‘1!'1.bu|5 arc informed about the welfare programmes
n-nli;ucd for their development by the Government.
The representations made by the tribals are then
and there answered by the departmental heads con-
cerned. Ina word, the proceedings of the Darbaf
arcfull of topical interest, The chicf guest generally
distributes paria cerdificates. In the cvening tribal
dances and dramas are organised. Departmental
Stalls showing progress of work done for the deves
lopment of the district and the tribals in particular
are exhibited.  Film shows and other cultural pro-
Erammes arc arvanged. The jarara ends after thl'c.e
days of heetig activity.  Generally most of the tri-
bals do shopping in the jatara. Husbands duly 15
Pond to the demands of their wives by purchaSlQS
Al the desived ornaments. Good ot of amount 18
spent on this occasion.

47, This fair might have been purcly a religious
one in the days past but to-day it greatly influences
the social as well as the cconomic life of the tr
bals,  With regard to the sociaf aspect, it is impor-
tant to onc seet of the Gond community but in res-
pect of the cconomic aspect it is important to al
the communities of this region,  Proximity to.the
modern communications, its convenicnt location,
the cultural shows and the exhibition of different tribal
dances and the opportunity of getting into touch Wl}h
the visiting top officials of the State and the Dis-
trictat the time of jatara (fair) have attracted pCOPIe
of different castes and communitics from various parts
of the district. This occasion is fully exploited by the
business community of the District as well. Shop-
keepers from farand ncar creet their stalls where_thc
people who come purchasc various articles like
clothes, ornaments, utensils and other catables ef¢:
This place also becomes a centre of carning fof the
dancing girls of Adilabad during thosc three days:
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Depart-
ment of the State also gets the income from the shop-
keﬁ?pers to whom they give plots on some payment‘
Drinking water facilities erc., are provided by the
Endowment Department.  The present structuré ©
the shrine is constructed out of the funds provide
by the Endowment Department.  In these three days
the businessinen sell some thousands of rupees
worth of goods. Clothes, utensils, ornaments €tC-
find Jarge sale. The turnover would be more 1
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those ycars when the people are blessed with bum-
per crops.

Impact of the fair

48. 'The fair at Keslapur has played an impor-
tant rolc in bringing about change in the outlook
of the tribals of this arca. Strictly, speaking the
changes are only felt but cannot be measured. So
long as Professor Haimendorf associated himsclf
with this fair in the capacity of Advisor to the
Tribes of the erstwhile Hyderabad State, the Darbar,
which he cstablishcd was a platform where the
gricvances of the tribals were placed before the
officials attending the fair for immediate redressal.
But to-day this Darbar, as said by the tribals, has
remained so only in name and failed to bring out
immecediate redressal of their various gricvances.
The fcar complex among the tribals has no doubt to
a great cxtent lessencd.  Considerable change in
their way of dressing and other habits can be seen
due to culturc contact made possible through this
fair over the yecars.  The tribal-folk are appraised
of the wvarious developmental activities in  the
district as well as in the country in general by exhi-
biting pictures efe., through the depattmental stalls.
Film shows arc also displayed by the Government
putting the tribals in the picturc about the changes
that are taking placc in the various parts of the
country in and around their own places of abode.
In this way once in a ycar, these people feel that
they are not isolated and are one among the other
pcople living in the country.

Tribal dances

49, Community dancing plays an important
part in the lifc of the tribals. The Gonds treat
their dances as also the varicty of musical instru-
ments with sanctity. The dances arc often associat-
ed with certain scasons or festivals. There are two
types of dances practised by the Gonds viz, the

dhandari and dhenisa.

Dhandari dance

50. The dhandari dance is ncver cxhibited
except in the month of Akhadi (Junc-July). The
musical instruments called gkara drums are gene-
rally possessed by an influential and well-to-do
Gond, as he has to feed the dhandari dancers who
come from other villages.

51. The following musical instruments called
akara drums are playced during the course of this
dance. These are shown in Figs. 37, 38 and 39.

Statement X1V
DETAILS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

1 Nagara . . Iron kettle-drum with hide mem-
brane
2 Pepri . . Shahanai

A flat shaped body of potter's clay

3 Ghumela .
. and a membrane of goat’s head

Wooden cylindrical drum with hide
membrane

4 Dhol .

Saucer shaped single mcmbrane
drum

5 Werte .

6 Phara . . A hollow wooden instrument with
two side slopes and a bulge in the
middie of a thick membrane beaten
with two hands

7 Dappu . + A shallow drum with a circular
wooden frame and leather mem-
branc

8 Kingri . . A stringed instrument played by
the Pradhans

A semi-circular brass musical jp.
strument blown by the mouth for
producing a sound

9 Khalikhom

52. All thesc instruments are placed on a white
cloth spread out on the place used for dancing by
the possessor of them. In this village these instru-
ments are possessed by the Patel. The drums are
kept behind a screen and the owner performs the
starting ceremony. He brings a chicken, some food
and the usual requisites of offerings. He sprinkles
the water and vermilion and turmeric powder on
the drums.  Then those present stand up in a semi-
circle, and while distributing grain, invoke the
deity of Dhandari and dance Gods, praying that the
drums should sound well and no harm should befall
on any of the dancers,

53. The chicken is then put to the grain test.
Some jowar grains are placed in front of the instru-
ments and the fowl is addressed in Gondi language
as follows :

Gondi version

* Maku munne chwkat sallagamandana
matteka kotta. Make munne vaival
matheka thinumu’’,

English version
< If you want us to be prosperous, Oh,
fowl! touch the grain and if there is
any misfortune in store for us, do not touch.”’
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If the fowl, cven after being invoked in the above
mannecr, docs not touch the grain, it is interpreted
that some cvil would befall that person who would
be replaced by another. The same process is re-
peated until the chicken touches the grain when the
person, functioning as priest, sacrifices it and sprink-
les the blood on the drums. Then the screen is re-
moved. The liver is roasted and offered together
with some cooked grain to the drums. After this
the sacrificed fowl is cooked and distributed to all,
After complction of this ceremony alone, the drums
are first beaten and some people dance symbolically
a few steps. The drums are then taken to the
owner’s house and are fctched, whencever they are
required. The dhandari dance 15 played generally
every night upto the end of Divali. With the
beating of the nagara, pcople cmerge out of their
huts and flock round the drummers and burst into
rythmic dance with their traditional dancing sticks.
The dancers stand in a circular form and move anti-
clockwise, striking cach other’s sticks and while it
is in progress, relevant songs to the tune of ghumelas
are sung. This dance is also called ghumela. The
dress of the dance is quitc attractive. They wear
dhotis, lengthy shirts, called kurtha, turbans and
scarfs wrapped around their faces and taken to the
top of their heads tucked in such a way that only
the eyes and nose appear prominent.

54. The Gond women also participate in dhan-
dari dance. While dancing they cover their body
between waist and neck with a picce of cloth. They
form a circle rubbing each other’s shoulders with
their hands and take a round with their changing
steps to the rythm of the drum. Sometimes the
dance is also accompanied by the clapping and
singing. Generally the songs are very funny and
humourous. One of them js—

Gondi version

1. “Kalukun Junikin Lag Thang-c-Baiye
Egerture Bagatere Sonaral-c-Baiye
Bathanga Arivare Vathoor-e-Baiye
Panjolke Harilare Vathoor-e-Bai ye

Kalukun (repeat)

2. Kalukun-Junikin Lag Thang-c-Baiye
Egcture Bagcture Vojal-c-Baiye
Bathange Arivare Vathoor-e-Baiye
Jodiningu Harivare Vathoor-c-Baiye®’,

English version

<The man with jingling bells to his
ankles is going. He might be from
this or that village, but why had
he come here ? Probably he has brought
anklets’’.

This song is not in the true sense, pointing to
goldsmith.  Here in this song, dhandari  dancer
with jingling bells on his anklets moving here and
there and the girl laoking at him sings the song with
a pretext of making o reference to a goldsmith.

55. The real cestacy of the expressive Gondi
song cannot be brought out fully in the translated
verse. ‘ But even without Knowing the meaning, one
ca.n enjoy those songs since they are full of rhythm
with the incessant use of same phrases in cvery linc.

56. A week before Divali, the dhandari
dancers of one village visit another village where
Flu:y arc welcomed and respected.  When the dance,
1S I PTOgress two or three persons called ghusari or
clowns with huge exaggerated steps take round with
the dancers.  Huge head wear of peacock feathers
lends them superhuman height and bushy beards and
must:\chcs conceal their features. Their cyes are
ringed with white paing and their naked bodics but
for a narrow Janghoti (a strip of cloth used to cover
the nakedness) are painted with black and white
colgurs and multiple strings of shells, cowries, and
various dried wild roots are tied to their necks.
"l_hcy have a belt of bells to their waist and a medium
size cylindrical stick called rokal dhanda (Fig. 40).
They move round the dancers jokingly to the rhythm
of the drum. The ghusari is usually very intelli-
gent and shrewd and plays an important role in
(1{1andari dance, specially when they visit other
villages by guarding them from all evils that are
supposed to be created by the people of the visiting
v1llag§. So the dhandari dancers do not move out
of their village, and even while going to other village
also the ghusari will lcad the party accompanied by
the quxnws and musical instruments - khalikhom and
pepri. As soon as the party reaches the outskirts of
the village, the ghusqri keeps an egg in a heap of
?]ay and runs some distance, rcturns and then picks
1t up. 1f it is cooked completely by that time, it
will be considered as a good omen for the party to

return safely. If it is otherwise it will be consider-
ed as bad omen,

57.. Many people have a wrong notion that
ghusari is a separate dance, but it is only a part and
parcel of the dhandari dance. No Gond agrees to
dlSpla).' the dance on other occasions except in
A.k{u{dl (June-July). Now-a-days the Gonds are
visiting seasonally other villages for giving dance
performance to other people and insisting upon pay-
ments which according to some of them is not
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sacred. With the incessant visits of the tourists and
other officials, who come on odd occasions and
witness the dances on payment demanded by the
tribals, this dance, once considered to be a sacred
one, has now become commercialised.  Apart from
this, they are also exhibiting the dances on occasions
like Independence and Republic Day celebrations at
District headquarters and State capital.

Dhienisa dance

58. This is cxhibited at any time without restric-
tion or any special occasion. Specially at the time
of marriages and death ceremonics, Gonds perform
this dance throughout the night, accompanied by
*the musical instruments like dhol and pepri which
are played only by Pradhans. Any number of
people may participate in this, The sounds of the
drum and Pepris are so sweet and exciting that the
spectators also feel like joining them. They change
their steps according to thq rhythm of the drum.

Witcheraft

59. The Gonds and Pradhans belicve in witch-
craft. Both men and women indulge in this activity.
Witch finders are employed to detcct the miscreants
and are brought to the Tribal Panchayat. Fines are
imposed along with beatings. Men or women who
are adamant in practising the witchcraft against the
decisions of Panchayat are outcasted.

Social institutions

60. The general social status of the Gonds can-
not be clearly defincd. The Gonds, though once
beef ecaters do not take beef now-a-days. They
occupy a higher status than Pradhans. Whereas the
Pradhans eat at the hands of Gonds, the latter do
not take food at the hands of anybody elsc includ-
ing Brahmins. But to-day, the Gonds are not so
rigid. They are accepting food from higher caste
people of the plains and are taking meals efc., in
the hotels. The Gonds have their own tribal orga-
nisations since times immemorial. A study of the
existing social set up of the tribe and its function is
presented in the following paragraphs. The Prad-
hans who are not having any scparate organisation
of their own are also governed by the same institu-
tions.

Mokasi

61. He is the religious head and his duties
resemble those of a Kazi among Muslims. It is a
hereditary post. He is held in great regard by the

Gonds. Each Mokasi will have his own Patti con-
sisting of several villages. (Each Patti consists of
minimum of eight villages while there is no limit for
maximum). Formerly, Mokasis used to visit their
Pattis regularly and decide the social disputes like
divorces, etc., and perform marriages. Now this
Mokasi system in this area has become almost ex-
tinct since a decade. None in the village could
throw light on how the Pattis were formed. The fac-
tors responsible for bringing the change in their
traditional organisations is discussed in the succeed-
ing paras.

Mahajan

62. He 1is the elected religious head of the
village. Generally an elderly person of good cha-
racter is elected by the inhabitants in the early days
of the scttlement of the village, The post is hono-
rary and hereditary but he can be replaced if a
majority of the pcople dislike him. He is greatly
respected. He presides over the village council in
hearing petty disputes and decides in consultation
with the Patel and other elderly tribals. He is
authorised to impose a fine upto Rs. 10 and the fine
thus collected is spent on a collective feast, He
assists in the marriages and will be the first recipient
of botru or mark of vermilion on the forehead, as
a mark of respect. He enjoys position as long as
he retains the confidence of the people.

Patel

63. The person who first came and settled in
the habitation is called Patel. Tt is a hereditary one
irrespective of one’s economic condition. But gene-
rally the Patel will be a well-to-do man. He plays
an important role in the Gonds social organisation
and commands great respect. * He arranges all the
religious festivals and seasonal rites in time and his
presence is inevitable in settling the marriages and
all other functions. There is another Patel appoint-
ed by the Government in the village for collecting
revenue. But generally the same Patels are also
appointed to function as Government Patels to dis-
charge the duties of Government i.e., collection of
land revenue, etc. For example, the hereditary
Patel of Bhurnur, the main village is discharging
both the duties, i.e., social as well as Governmental,
The non-tribal or tribal Government Patel has no
right to participate in their social functions. These
hereditary religious Patels are eligible for certain
mamools (customary payments) at the time of
marriages, efc. Details have been dealt with in an
earlier Chapter on “‘Social Customs”. There is a
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separate Patel for Gedamguda whose functions are
only social while the Government Patcel is one to

both the hamlets.

Karobari

64. Hc is appointed by the villagers to assist
the Patel and Mahajan. It is an honorary post, but
not hereditary. He reccives the complaints and
arranges the mecting of the Panchayat.

Kateda

65. Each phratry and clan has got its own
hereditary Katoda (pricst) who may or may not stay
in the same village of that particular clan but is
uniformly respected. He conducts the annual l‘itgs
of their Persa Pen. The seasonal rites of clan dei-
ties are conducted. It is a hereditary post. He
fixes the date of annual functions and informs all
his clan men through the Patadi. There is difference
between Katoda and Devari; the latter is the clun
priest while the former is a village priest who
propitiates the village deities and attends the
functions like marriages, deaths, efc. Besides, the
post of Devari is not hereditary and it can be
held by any clan man and is common to all.clzm
people. The functions of the Katoda are restricted
to a particular clan and he has to necessarily belong
to the same clan.

Patadi

66. This post is held both by the Pradhans and
the Thotis as well, Each clan has got its own Patadi
(ritual beggar) who assists the Katoda in all the
religious functions and also acts as negotiator in the
Gond marriages. The presence of Patadi in all the
religious functions, marriages and deaths is consi-
dered essential in the Gonds® social system.  These
Patadis preserved the past history of Gonds in a
poetic form and narrate it on certain occasions.  In
short the Patadi is indispensable in the Gonds’
social life. |
Factors responsible for the change in social institution

67. The State Government had initiated several

measures of uplifting the tribal population ccono-

mically as well as socially.

68, The namt of Professor Haimendorl will
o membered whenever a discussion of
{ this tribe is raised. The Professor
of his anthropological studies
for years and suggested

always be re
re-habilitation 0
during the course |
jived with the Gonds

« ol detaited studs of the repul

methods to the then Government of Hyderabad for
taking up rehabilitation work among the tribal
people of this arca. Various suggestions for the
development of cconomic, social and educational
standards were also given by him and the imple-
mentation of the same under his own guidance
resulted in the bitth of a separate Department called
Department  of Social Service under the then
Hyderabad Government.

Social welfare programmes

69. Special Repulation called The Tribal Arcas
Regulation was formulated and the areas predomi-
pantly inhabited by the tribals were notified under
this Act. The arcas thus notified were kept under
the special officers with necessary ficld  stafl’ for
intensive development of the tribal population.
These officers were vested with wide powers by
designating them as Assistant Agents to Govern-
ment, the District Collectors being the Agents.
Under this Regulation, lands were allotted to these
tribes and loans advanced through the Agricultural
Credit Co-operative Socictics which are now defunct,
and drought bullocks supplied frec of cost.

70. In order to safeguard the intercsts of the
tribals and prevent exploitation from outsiders and
to make the administration of justice casily acces-
sible to the tribals, arcas predominantly inhabited
by the tribals were notified under The Tribal Areas
Regulation 1359 Fasli ( No. 1 of 1359 F.)* of the
erstwhile Hyderabad Government which undertook
the administration of criminal, civil and revenue
jurisdiction through an Ageant (District Collector)
and an Assistant Agent (District Social Welfare
Oflicer) and Tribal Punchayats,  As a result of t!\iS
all the cases in their areas were and are being
decided according to the prevalent customs, without
unduc delay and expense to the parties. The forma-
tion of Tribal Panchayats under the Act in tribal
arcas in no way affected their age-old traditions of
deciding their disputes. They are given full frecdom
to decide all their religious and other disputes
according to their own customs.  These Panchayats
arc vested with the powers of dealing with petty
civil and criminal cases and fining up to Rs. 50.
Aggricved parties have a right of appeal t(? ?hc
Assistant Agent or the Agent, who after cxununmg‘
the dicision given by the Panchayat may either
confirm or revoke it.  In case of doubt, the cases
are referred to arbitration.  All the proceedings of
the Tribal Panchayats are verbal.

stions refer Tribal Areas Regulation and Rules reproduced in Appendix 1
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71. In forming these Panchayats some of the
villages are grouped and the members are nominated
by the Government. The members nominated are
mostly Mahajans, religious Patels and other elderly
persons. The other members of this community
also have full voice to give their suggestions during
the Panchayat sittings. In case any member misuses
his power, he will be removed from the panel and
any other person acceptable to all is nominated.

72. The entire Utnur Taluk is a notified area
and covered by threc Tribal Panchayats. Keslapur
is the centre of one of these Tribal Panchayats for 45
‘villages. Bhurnur falls under Marlavai Tribal Pan-
cHayat. There are 25 Panchs for the Keslapur Tribal
Panchayat representing different tribes residing in
that area. Sri Chitrupatel Gond is the Sarpanch
(President) and Sri Bheemjipatel of Keslapur is the
Sccretary. Following is the list of members repre-
senting their communities in the Panchayat,

Statement XV
TRIBAL PANCHAYAT MEMBERS

Name of i1he tribe No. of menibers

0] @
1 Gond . . 15
2 Andh . . 4
3 Thoti . . 2
4 Pradhan . . 3
5 Kolam . . 1

Total _ 25

Even after the “introduction of their Tribal
Panchayats their age old social institutions have not
perished. Generally, the petty religious disputes
are decided by the Mahajan, Patel etc., of the
village. In case of disobedience the parties conc-
erned approach the Sarpanch (President) who fixes
the date of Panchayat’s sitting intimating all the
members and the parties concerned. The decision
is then given with the approval of the majority.
These Panchayats have been very helpful to these
tribals as they are free from the litigation charges.
The District Social Welfare Officer (Assistant Agent)
at Utnur on enquiry states that the Tribal Panch-
ayats are in no way affected by the formation of new
Panchayats under the Panchayati Raj. The new
Panchayats are more political and administrative

bodies and have no judicial powers except looking
after the sanitation and other developmental activi-
ties of the village. The other communities living in
the village also come under the jurisdiction of the
Panchayats. From January 1964, Government have
abolished the Tribal Panchayats formed under the
Tribal Arcas Regulation, 1359 Fasli as the new
Panchayats under the gencral scheme Panchayati
Raj have been formed. These arec some of the
factors responsible for bringing the changes in the
age old tribal organisations viz, mokasi system, efc.

Village organisation

73. The administration of land revenue is
looked after by the Vd:gagc Karnam who is also a
Gond and stays in Lakettipet, another village. He
is appointed by the Government on the nomination
of the Vathandar (the hereditary owner) while the
Patel looks after the law and order in the village.
The Patel of this village is also a Gond and stays in
in the village.

Formation of new panchayats

74. Under the scheme of Democratic Decen-
tralisation (Panchayati Raj), the new Panchayats
have been formed in this area also, as in the case
of other parts of the State. The village Bhurnur
falls in the Marlavai group of Panchayats which is
constituted in January, 1959. Marlavai, Raghapoor,
Dubbaguda, Bhurnur, Sirpur are the five villages
which form one Panchayat and all these villages are
within a radius of 5 to 6 miles. All the members
of this Panchayat are Gonds. Following is the list
of members.

1. Sri Atram Lingu, Gond, age 26 years, from
Sirpur village, President

2. Sri Atram Sonu, Gond, age 40 years, from
Marlavai, Vice-President

3. Sri Kanaka Lingu, Gond, age 26 years, from
Bhurnur main village, Member

4. Sri Gedam Motiram, Gond, age 45 years,

from Gedamguda, £/o. Bhurnur, Mem-
ber

5. Sri Pendur Gangaram, Gond, age 30 years,
from Dubbaguda, Member

6. Sri Pendur Maru, Gond, age 40 years from
Raghapur, Member
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All the members have been selected unanimously.
No appreciable work is done by the Panchyat in the
villages except laying of a street road of 100 yurds
of length in Gedamguda at a cost of Rs.200. In
addition to this, a community radio set and &
petromax light werce purchased during 1960 and
given to Sirpur village. One spray pump was pur-
chased at a cost of Rs. 123-85 P. for the Panchayat
to be supplied to the agriculturists for spraying pes-
ticides like endrine in the fields. It is kept in the
Panchayat ccntre and is given to the farmers on re-
quisition. None in the village has used this so far.

75. Following are the sources of income to
the Panchayat.

House tax : The rate of tax varies from 12 I to
1.50 P,

Type of house Rate of tax

Rs. P,
Tin roofed hous¢ with mud walls 1.50
Thatched house with quality woaod 1.00
Thatched house 0.75
Ordinary thatched house 0.50

Small huts 0.12 to 0.25
Statement XVI]

PARTICULARS OF TAX COLLECTIONS

Total amaount Tax collections fram
Year collected the vitlage Bhurnnr
)] (2) J)

Rs. P. Rs. P,
1960—61 . 61.62 61.62
1961—62 . 152.25 65.75
1962—63 . 167.62 61.62
1963 —64 . 168. 12 61.62
Total . 549.-61 250-61

76. The Panchayat collects the bazar tax at
Sirpur shandy. It is auctioned and the highest
bidder is authorized to collect the taxes for the
place occupicd by the shop keepers on the shandy
day for one ycar. The rate of tax varies from §
paise to 75 paise depending upon the space occupicd
by the particular shop keeper. The income from
this source during thc years 1961-62, 1962-63,
1963-64 is Rs. 300, Rs. 505and Rs. 410 respectively,

the rate of Rs, 2 per every hundred rupee
animals, which isknown as rahadari chit.
has accrued so far to the Panchayat f
source.

of bullocks at
g value ©
Noincoﬂ\'e
rom thls

77. Tax is also levied on the sale

are bl’ought
khon dwada.
nima

78. Tax is levied on the cattle that
to the cattle pound locally known".\?- |
The rates of the tax varies from apimal 10
which are piven below.

Rs. P

Per bull 2.00
Per buflalo 2.50 o

Per sheep/goat 1.00

Per horse 3.00

3.00

Per pig
25 had been

During the last three years only Rs.
N urce.

reecived by the Panchayat from this s0

hich are in ¢

79. The fruit bearing trecs Wp‘c are conside”

village site, not occupicd by the pee
red 1o be the property of the village P
the usufruct of all such trees, are auction¢ dtre
amount realised. There are a few t'.l.mﬂf:[s‘ anntl 1y
village Sirpur the usufruct of .wlnC'ht four ycars
auctioned by the Panchyat.  Dunng las
Rs. 200 are received from this souree: .

80. In addition to the above 10Culnm)‘es’
verment pays the land cess from the La e p
on the basis of the Revenue,  Rs. 150 acnt
wards the cess annualy by the Governm
Panchayat.

. . id

R1. The Panchayat main\\ins' limltcdkcga of th¢
to collect the taxes and also for the up A arobsn
accounts. For this Panchayat therc1s Ogne Kam?
(clerk) who is paid Rs. 153 per month,
(peon) on the monthly salary of Rs.month The
sweeper who is being paid Rs. 6 pet Rs. 372
annual expenditure of the Panchayat 18

thé ~

vied bY
82. 1t is reported that the taxes e Villsﬂ‘"'
*Panchayat arc ungrudgingly paid fdis?l“

" . cs o]
cvery financial year. So far no cas

are decided in the villuge by the

tos
t i

ment
were brought to Panchayat for settlé dis! uteh -,

: , etty gt
said by the villagers that Sc‘“’r""y P ibal ‘w“_fgi

=k
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Most of the villagers are awarc of the newly consti-
tuted Panchayat though they do not know its aims
and objects.

83. As alrcady said this village falls in the
Panchayat Samithi Block, Utnur. This block started
functioning from Junc, 1957. The budget of this
block is Rs. 27 lakhs to bespent in five ycars for
the all round development of this tribal belt. No
restrictions are imposed on the tribals unlike in the
other Blocks. The general programme of this
Block is to improve agricultural practices, propaga-
tion of education, improvement of communications
and co-operatives. Much of its activities are con-
centrated in the accessible areas while the interior
parts are largely neglected. Except a Rural Housing
Colony for 15 Gond families and the sanction of
loan for two irrigation wells in Bhurnur main village,
no other work is dene by the Block. A good majo-
rity of the houscholds are aware of the Block hcad-
quarters. Much improvement could have been done
in the agricultural side by the Block officials by in-
troducing improved seeds and fertilisers. Though
the Village Level Worker’s headquarterds at Marla-
vai, he seldom visits this village.

Voluntary organisations

84. There are no voluntary organisations in
the village. One primary school j&" run by
Social Welfare Department is located in Gedam-
guda, the hamlet, in a well-built hut cons-
tructed by the villagers. No student from Bhurnur
main village attends this due to the distance. So,
another school at Bhurnur is opened by the Pancha-
yat Samithi some six months back. After its open-
ing, this school functioned for only one day and then
the teacher went away. Since then this school is
almost defunct.

Education

85. The problem of spreading cducation among
the Tribalfolk of this tract was taken by Professor
Haimendorf. Two Training Centres were opened to
train the Tribal youth in the district. The Devana-
gari script was adopted to educate them in initial
stages in Gondi language. Other regional languages
like Urdu and Marathi were also taught. The can-

didates then trained were appointed as Teachers,

Village Karnams efc., in the tribal villages. The
school materials like books and slates etc. were given
free of cost to all the students, First, second and
third readers were published by the Social Service
Department in Gondi language adopting Devanagari

script. Besides this all the students irrcspective of
their financial status were given Rs. 2 per head per
month by way of scholarship to meet their sundry
expenses which is still continued. In this way the
education scheme has expanded keeping Marlavai
as headquarters. Even to this day the same system
of training the Tribals is followed with minor
changes in curriculam. Now Telugu is being intro-
duced in the tribal schools. Facilities for the higher
education for these tribal youth are provided by
cstablishing hostels etc., in the district and other
taluk headquarters. There is one tribal hostel being
run by the Panchayat Samithi, Utnur, where free
boarding and lodging facilities are provided free of
cost to all the tribals. In spite of all these efforts
the improvement in literacy of the tribal folk is not
quite encouraging.

86. The total number of students on the roll is
17 and out of them 13 are boys and 4 are girls.
Except one boy of the Lohar caste all belong to
Gond tribe. The class-wisc strength of the pupils is
given below :

O0L
/
TomldNa. ; !
student , Gi
of students WJV :vr 5
»__O (&)
C 4
4

All the students are supplied with the- school mate-
rials frec of cost by the Government and are sanc-
tioned scholarships at Rs. 2 per head per month.

Inter-caste relationship

87. Thc inter-castc relationship in the village
is quite cordial. The Gonds freely mix with other
caste people and do not hesitate to come to
their rescue in times of distress. There is a spirit
of tolerance among all communities in the village.
Each respects the other’s traditions and cus-
toms. Though the Gonds are dominating both
socially and economically they do not force their
traditions on the minority castes. Mutual help
irrespective of caste and community is almost
natural. In a word, the tribals of this area are quite
accommodative and hospitable.
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Inter-hamlet relationship

88. Though thc two habitation areas are quite
distinct, the relations are very friendly. Each ham-
let has got its own tribal organisation as discussed
in the preceding pages. They do not depend on
cach other for traditional services like that of

Devari, Patel, Mahajan.  Similarly, cach has its own
institutions and yet they do not clash. Economi-
cally also both have cqual status. Worship of village
deitics and other festivals are separatcly obscrved by
the people of cach of the habitation arcas, Peoplcof
both the arcas visit cach other at the time of social
functions.

Chapter VI

CONCLUSION

Considerable progress in the cconomic sphere
of this tribe has no doubt becn achieved. But th.c
tribals are still steeped in ignorance and supersti-
tion and fall easy victims to exploitation. The
tribals in general know littlc beyond wk.lat does
immecdiately concern them. None in ’fhe village has
knowledge of various social legislatl'ons enaf:ted,
There is a considerable laxity in their traditional
practices. Due to the implementation of \_zarious
developmental activities and free mixing with the
people of other cultures, there is a trend of trans-
formation in their economic, social and cultural
outlook. In a word the detribalisation is in rapid
progress, in this area. The absence of institutions
providing finances on ecasy terms coupled with their
illiteracy and ignorance thrcw them into the
clutches of the moncy lender. It was also brought
to the notice of the Investigators that payment of
age long customary fee to the petty forest and re-
venue officials has not been abandoned even to this
day. It seems an official of Revenue Department
who is deputed for the allotment of lands to the
landless tribals demanded twenty rupees from each
family. Similarly, the Patwaris also collect more

revepuc than actually required and pass rcceipts
only to the extent of the amount that is legally due.
To test the validity of the fact, the Investigators
verified the receipts issued by the Patwari and found
their allegations correct. The concerned Patwari
has also agreed and in support he gave an evasive
explanation throwing the blame on his superiors,
Now-a-days the itinerary merchants from Nellore,
locally called Madrasis have also started exploiting
the triba's. They visit the villages during the off
season, give clothes, cash and collect fifty percent
more after the harvest season. Several such cases
are observed.

2. All thesc evils can very well be eradicated
by intensive propaganda by the officials of Develop-
ment Departiments and the establishment of a Tribal
Development Corporation which will serve the
tribals as a means of marketing and source of credit.
Some positive action in this direction by the State
will no doubt improve the lot of the tribals. Though
much has been done by the Government for the

development of this tribe, much more yet remains
to be done.
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APPENDIX I
TABLES

The Tables presented herein are based on the data collected in respect of 63 households inhabiting
Bhurnur village in April 1961. Seven households viz, 6 households of Gonds and 1 household of Pradhans
were sclected for intensive socio-cconomic survey and some of the Tables cover these seven households
only. In May 1964, when the consanguineous marriages survey was done, the total number of households
in village was 61 and Tables 27, 28 and 29 cover these 61 houscholds.

TABLE 1
Area, Houses and Population
Area Density No. of Population
e Femey per sq. No. of house-  ~ o y
Year Namie of village Acres  Hectares mile houses holds Persons Males Females
. @ 3 4 )] ) ) ) ® 1o
**1961 March Bhurnur * * * 65 65 348 172 176
1961 April Bhurnur 1265.421 512,31t 174 63 63 344 169 175

**Source . Primary Census Abstract.
*Figures not available.
tFigures furnished from Village Revenue records during May 1964,

TABLE 2
Size and Composition of Households
Two or three Four to six Seven to nine Ten members &
Single member members members members over
Toral —— e & N ! N - N A \
No. of No.of No. of No. of No. of No. of
house- house- house- house- houses house-
Caste|Tribe holds holds M F holds M F holdss M F holdss M F holds M F
1¢)) 2) G @G @ N & © U un {2y U3 4 asy das a7
1 Gond (8.T.) - S5 1 1 13 16 18 27 61 74 12 54 40 2 13 15
2 Lohar (Kam-
mara) 1 1 2 4 .
3 Madiga(S.C) = 2 2 4 6
4 Pradhan (S.T.) 5 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 4 3 2 10 12
Total 63 1 1 .. 16 21 26 2 6 79 13 58 43 4 23 27

M: Males. F: Females. S.C. = Scheduled Caste.  S. T. = Scheduled Tribe.

TABLE 3
Population by Age Group and Sex

Age groupL( in years)

[ B |
0 —L14 I5 —L24 25 " 59 60 @Lover Total of all ages
Rl N - Al

Caste[Tribe “Males Females ' Males Females ~ Males Females ~Males Females "Males  Females
) 1)) ©) ) ) (©) @) @ ® o (n
1 Gond . 6l 60 16 23 54 57 14 7 145 147
2 Lohar . 1 1 1 2 1 2 4
3 Madiga . 2 3 3 4 6
4 Pradhan . 10 10 1 2 7 6 18 18
Total . pL] T4 17 25 64 68 0] 8. 169 175
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Caste|[Tribe

)
1 Gond

2 Lohar

3 Madiga

4 Pradhan

Caste|Tribe

o)
1 Gond

2 Lohar

3 Madiga

Pradhan

LN

TABLE 4

Population by Age Group and Martial Status

Total population Never married Married Widowed Ii';,‘,’;f;sz
Age group -~ X ~ A B T - SO WA,
(in years)y Persons Males Females ~ Males Females  Males Females  Males Females  Males Females
2 ) (4) ) ®) ) ©® ¥ oy 12y U3
0—14 121 6l 60 60 54 i 6
1524 39 16 23 9 2 7 21
25—59 111 54 57 51 49 1 8
60 & over 21 14 7 e e 11 3 7 4 1
Total 292 145 147 69 56 70 79 3 12
0—14 2 1 1 1 1
15--24 .
25—59 3 1 2 1 1 )
60 & over 1 1 1
Total 6 2 4 1 1 1 2 e
0—14 5 2 3 2 3
15—24
25—59 5 2 3 2 2 "l'
60 & over
Total 10 4 6 2 3 2 2 . l
0—14 20 10 10 10 10
15—24 3 1 2 1 1 B
2559 13 7 6 1 4 5 | X " 1
60 & over . e
Total 36 18 18 12 10 4 6 1 1 1 1
Grand. Total 344 169 175 84 70 77 88 4 16 4 1
TABLE 5
Population by Age Group Sex, Education and Caste|Tribe
Literate without .
educati . Mairicularion
Total Hliterate .r!(frz;aor':ial J}::;;(’::a’g o or higher
Age group —— . N A N e o asic secondary
(in years) Persons Males Females Males Females Males  Femgles lf\—/!a les F:';l:,:; ;;-—1——- F -1—\
ales emaies
(2 ®) @ ) (6) (7) ) ©) (10) 0 2 a3
14 121 61 60 55 56 6
1524 39 16 23 15 23 1 4
25—59 111 54 57 45 57 8
60 & over 21 14 7 14 7 1
Total 292 145 147 129 143 8 "4 5
0—14 2 1 1 1 1 1
15—24 .-
25—59 3 1 2 2 1 . - .
60 & over 1 1 1 . .
Total 6 4 4 1
0—14 5 3 2 3
15—24 .o -
25—59 5 2 3 2 3 - . " .
60 & over ...
Total 10 4 6 4 6 .
0—14 20 10 10 9 10 '1 " -
1524 3 1 2 1 2
2559 13 7 6 6 6 1 N "
60 & over . .
Total 36 18 18 16 18 1 1 . .
Grad Total 344 169 175 150 10 8 M -

B W N -

Caste| Tribe

(1)
Gond
Lohar
Madiga
Pradhan
* Total

Caste|Tribe

0y
Gond
Lohar
Madiga
Pradhan
Total

Name of traditional occupation

)

1 . Cultivator

2 Agricultural labourer

3 Cobbler

4 Blacksmith

5 Patadi (ritual begger)
Tota)
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TABLE 6

Household Heads by Caste[Tribe, Age Group, Sex and Literacy

Literate Hliterate
" X

Males
Age group (in years)
A

Females
Age group (in years)
A

Males
Age group (in years)
A

~ o N ™
0—I14 15—24 25—-59 60 & 0—I14 15—24 25—59 60 & 0—14 1524 25—59 60&

over over over
() () ) (5 (6 () (&) (9 (loy (1) (12) (13)
3 7 1 34 9
1
. . 2
1 " 3 1
3 9 . 1 39 10

TABLE 6—(Concld.)

Household Heads by Caste/Tribe, Age Group, Sex and Literacy

Hliterate Total
| |

Females
Age groupk( in years)

Males
Age group (in years)
(S

“O—14 15—24 2559 60 & 0—I4 15—24 25—59 60& O—I14 15—24 25-59 60&

Females
Age grou{ (in years)

over over over
(9 U e an gy  UH @) -@hH @2 @) @) ()
1 4 41 9 1
4 1 . .
. 1 4 48 10 . 1
TABLE 7

Traditional Occupation by Caste/Tribe and Households

Castei Tribe

Gond Lohar Madiga Pradhan Total

@ &) ) ) )

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS

50 1 1 52

5 ’ 5

1 1

. 1 . . 1

. - . 4 4
55 1 2 5 63
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TABLE 8
Occupational Mobility and Cause of Change by Caste/Tribe
No- of houscholds changing traditional
occupation
F traditional h oo ’ Iz ’II 0
. rom traditiona louseholds To cont rar oo by
Castc|Tribe occupation changing over main 3((;7{1//)72;11‘1;"‘) Voluntaril y (‘I"(i””,”u”- Unspecified
CCY 2 " ‘.
() ' ) 3) ) ) (6) ()
1 Gond Cultivator 5 Attached agriculturaj 1
labourer 5
Agricultural labourer 4 Cultivator ;
1
Attached agricultural
labourer 3 4
2 Lohar Blacksmith 1 Cultivator ' s
3 Pradhan Patadi 2 Cultivator ]
- 2
TABLE 9
Distribution of Houscholds by Main Occupation and Caste/Tribe
' . Total No.of . ____‘N‘”””i’r of houscholds in cach easteltribe
Main occupation houscholds Gond —L;E,T o MT / P T _.P'u lhal_t—-—’-ﬁ
! adigd "
) 9] 3 4 (s (6)
1 Cultivator 51 46 1 X
2 Agricultural labourer 1 1 : ?
3 Attached agricultural labourer 8 8
4 Cobbler 1
5 Patadi (ritual begger) 2 ’ .
d . 2
Total 63 55
1 2 5
TABLE 10
Combination of Occupations
Subsidiary occupation
Total = -
2\/0. of Agrical Attached
' . ouse- Village Village gricul- agricul-
Main occupation holds Teacher official servant  Havildar lalbl:,r:rlc, ,,,,fjj,’,‘:f,, Blacksmith  Patadi
o) @) 3) ) () (6) (8) © (10 '
NUMBER oOF HOUSEHOLDS
{ Cultivator 16 1 1 1 1 2 1 2
Attached agricul-
2 tural labourer 3
3 Patadi * 2 . v o
Total .2 1 1 1 1 2 1 2

Main Occupation, per capita Annu

Main eccupation

)

Cultivator -
Agricultural Jabourer
Attached agricultura

labourer . .
Cobbler . .
Patadi .

Total .

S—Simple family (husband, wi
I—Intermediate family (marrie
J—Joint family (marricd couple with mar

TABLES

TABLE 11

61

al Household Income and Family Type

Per capita anmual household income range (in Rupees)

—

1-50
B I
s 1 J 0 'S

51-100

ey

1

101-200
1

201 ﬁi over Unspecified

—
J o S 1

L
J o § I

SUCRIREL

N
J 0 S I J 0O Total

QG @We 6 06 00 (n 2y a3y (4 ds) U6y (17) (18) (19) 20) 21y  (22)
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS

15 3 7 1 6
1

O—0Other types of families

Gross annual

e I:oust}/’{g/‘jfe ;300111& Orgatic Chemiical fertilisers cultivation Village Level Worker
ri
o o 6 ¥ &) ©)
Gond 300 & below I 1
201600
601-900 1 !
901-1200 1 vee vee
1201 & over . .
TABLE 13
Area under Cultivation by Tribe and Households
Number of hot{seholds among
—~
-—
Exrent (in acres) Gond Pradhan
o ) &)
Below 3 * ) :
1t S . . . l
5.1t0 8 g )
8.1 to 11 : ) ) 1
1.1 10 14 : ' )
14.1 to 17 ‘ ’ ) ! -
17.1 to 20 . ) -
20.1 to 30 : ) ’ ! -
30.1 to 40 . . . a0 oes
o1 10 50 . . . . 1
Total 4 1

e 1 e 1
20 5 8 1 8

2

6 1 2

2 7 1 2
fe and unmarricd children)

d couplc and unmarried brother/sister and one of the parents)
ried sons/daughters or with marricd brothers/sisters)

TABLE 12

2 1

. 1 2 w2 51
. 1

S | . 8
o eie e 1

T 3 2 63

Reciprocal Aid and Improvement in Agricultural Practices

Number of agricultural households
A

Using manures
L

~  Adopting impraved

methods of Having contact with
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TABLE 17

TABLE 14
. . Annual Household Income by Main Occupation and Source of I
Possession of Livestock and Poultry by Tribe n y P ot Theome
Households with annual
income (JiLn Rs.) of

Gond
~ —t — \ ' aaam
Kind of livestock No. of houscholds Total No. of heads of livestock ‘ All houscholds 300 & below
No. of No.of -~ A NS W —
) @) 3 house- . house- No. of
Milch cattle Main occupation holds Source of income holds Amount Percent Amount  households
Cow : . 2 8 ) @ @ ) ) ) @) @)
Draught cattle Rs. P. Rs. P,
Bullock . . 4 12 1 Cultivator 51 Cultivator 48 12,801.00 85.49 5,383.00 33
Agricultural labourer 8 761.00 . 5.08 761.00 8
Poultry Attached agricultural
Fowl . . 4 11 labourer 1 140-00 0.94
. Teacher 1 721-00 4.82 .
Village Officer 1 150.00 1.00 e
Havildar 1 50-00 0-33 50.00 1
TABLE 15 P'c.ltadl r 200.00 1.34
Village servant 1 150.00 1.00 150.00 1
. _ e . . 2 Agricultural labourer 1 Agricultural labourer 1 180.00 66-67 180.00
Material Culture — Possession and U§e of Furniture and Consumer Goods and Services by ' Casual labourer 1 90.00 33.133 90.00 :
Tribc and Houscholds 3 Attached agri- 8 Attached agricultural 7 894.00 76.80 584.00 6
cultural labourer labourer
No. of houscholds Agricultural labourer 3 270.00 23.20 270.00 3
Particul consuming|having 4 Cobbler 1 Cobbler 1 190-00 100.00 190.00 1
articulars among Patadi 2 Patadi 2 20000 45.45 200.00 2
oy Pradha Agricultural labourer 2 240.00 54.55 240.00 2
1
- (2) (3) TABLE 17—(Concld.)
1. Fucl and lighting
Forest fuel - . . . 6 1 Annual Household Income by Main Occupation and Source of Income
Kerosene . . . . 5 1
Households with annual income (in Rs.) of
11. Furniture : ( 301 —600 507 - -
Cots and carpes ) _ _ . sois60 _o0i—g00 r901—{200 1201 & over
No. of Amount No.of Amount No.of A .of 4
III. Other consumer goods and services house- ' house. h ous(:’j-r mount ’%‘L.“‘:){ Amount 2’;:;;}:
Hurricane lantern . . . 1 Main occupation holds Source of income holds holds holds holds
Toilet soap - . . . 1 1 ) . @ ) ® (o (1) (i2) (13) (14) (15) (16)
Torchlight . . . . 1 ' Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. P- Rs. P.
. 1 Cultivator 51 Cultivator 3,673.00 10 2,240.00 3 1,505.00 2
Bicycle . . . . 1 Agricultural labourer *
Attached agricultural 140.00 1 e
labourer . : N .
Teacher 72100 1
TABLE 16 Village Officer 150.00 1 e
Havildar R v
Capital Formation by Tribe and Households, 1959-60 Patadi 200.00 1
Village scrvant "
Number of households holding the capital . 2 Agricultural 1 Agricultural labourer .
Tribe Nature of capital formation — § the capital valued in rupees labourer Casual labourer
6-25 26-50 51-75 3 Attached agri- 8 Attatc,hed agricultural 31000 1
ltural labourer labourer .-
(N ) &) ) ) .o Agricultural labourer
. . Savings bonds, Shares, ) bl 1 Cobbler o
1 Gond Treasury bonds efc. 1 . 4 g::\di" 2 Patadi o
Gold and silver 1 1 Agricultural labourer N
House ! N B :—The incomes of 3 households engaged as cultivators and 1 household engaged as attached agricultural labourer have not

2 Ppradhan . °
been given by the informants.

Total 2 | 1 1
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TABLE 18
Annual Expenditure on Education by Tribe and Houscholds

Namber of householdy spending amya

. — e ISP Y o
Tribe Below 25 25 50 o -g,“ I-b T
5 51100
) ) h
Pradhan 1 "
TABLE 19
Average Annual Expenditure per Household by Income Groups and Occupation
All household: i !
o hou 4_8:_ 42 f_f_,_._ e I_Ixﬁuiiclmldv with an ammual income (in Rs.) of
300 dow 301 & 600
o or N . ‘ Percen- (_& helo W__, 301 i6()0
No. of ltems of ) 0. of Expendis age to No.of  Average K N‘) T T
Occupation holds expenditar ouses - tre per - Aotal ex< hoyse- expendi- el dvorage
1 g xpenditure holds  houschold — penditure holds » Ilurc ,;U"lyll'- CXpeni
’ : holds tire
) ) (3) ) ) (6) ) ) ¥ (10)
Cultivator 6 F S o P o 7
“ood 6 32333 6211 2 210.00 6
Clothing 6 157.08  30.17 2 51.25 : b
Education 1 50.00 1.60 : o0
Marriage 1 100.00  3.20 T 100.00 l 5000
Fuel & lighting 5 16.03 2.57 4.
Washing & toilet 166 3 19-83
soap 5 8.20
Attached agricultural 2 033 : 300 3 7.00
labourer 1 Food 1 120.00 68.57
Clothing 1 52.50  30.00 -
Fuel & lighting 1 2.50 1.43
TABLE 19— Coneld.)
Average Annual Expenditure per Houschold by Incoms Groups and Occupation
Households with an anmal inco j
o me (in Rg.
601-900 9011000 201 —k
o of P S S Lo D & :71?: Unspecified
hm'; e - ' No, of Average  No., of Average  No. of  Averg I e "
Occupation h use-  Items of expendi-  housc- cxpens— house-  expendi- honse.  pvnno ot Mo of - Average
p olds ture holds — diture  holy ture holds ‘ "Il:: e l}mllsl( ;e
: re 1olds ture
(1) Q) &) (n 2 (3 ) (15) (16) uz I8
Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. p o
Cultivator 6 Food vee 1 300.00 - Rs. P
Clothing 1 300-00
Education
Marriage
Fuel & lighting 1 16-00 N
Washing & toilet b
| soap 1 15.00
Attached agricultura
fabourer 1 Food .
Clothing ! 129-00
Fuel & lighting . 11 52-%0
- 2-50

Iy (in Rupecs) of
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TABLE 20

Overall Household Income and Expenditure Position by Tribe and Houscholds
Number of households with annual income (in Rs-) of
AU

300 & below 301-600 601-900
~ - v H—— — . S
Balanced Surplus Deficit Balanced Surplus Deficit Balanced Surplus Deficit
TI"‘[)L’ account account acecount account account account account account account
) 2 ) 4 (5) (6) ) ) ¥ 10)
Gond 3 14 1 ver vee
Pradhan . . : s
Total 3 1 1 e e
TABLE 20—(Contd.)
Overall Household Income and Expenditure Position by Tribe and Households
Number of households with annual income (in Rs.) of (
BN
901-1,200 1,201 & over - All households
[ e N A ™ A N
Balanced Surplus Deficit Balanced  Surplus Deficit Balanced Surplus  Deficit
Tribe account account account account  account account account account  account  Total
) (1 (12) (3 (14 s (6) 03] {18) (19) (20)
Gond 1 4 5
Pradhan 1 1 1
Total 1 1 5 6
TABLE 20—{Concld.)
Overall Household Income and Expenditure Position by Tribe and Households
Number of households with surplus account (in Rs.) of Number of households withLdeﬁcit account (in Rs-) of
X ——
“Below 51. 101~ 201- 501& Below sI- 101- 201- S0l &
Tribe Rs. 5 5-10 11-25 26-50 100 200 500 over Rs- 5 5-10 11-25 26-50 100 200 500 over
(1) @rn (22) (23) 24 25) (26y (27) (28) @9 @G0 Gn (32 Q3 3H G35 36
Gond 1 2 e 1 1
Pradhan v vee . . 1

Total

1 2 R | 2

N.B.:—The income is not available for one houschold.

TABLE 21

Indcbtedness by Annual Household Income and Households

Number of households in debt and
roral amot:nt of debt

Total = \
No. of Total amount
house-~ Number of of debt Percentage of Average indebtedness for
Income group holds households (in Rs.) Col. (3) to Col. (2) household in debt (in Rs.)
W @ 3) ) ©) ©)
Rs. 300 & below 3 1 100 33.33 100
301—600 1 1 500 100.00 500
601—900 1
901-—1,200 1 1 1,500 100,00 1,500
1,201 & over .
Total 6 3 2,100 50.00 2,100

N. B.:—Income particulars are not available for one household,



v

Cause

)

Marriages
Ordinary wants

Houschold cultivation

Total

Credit Agency ang Rate

Agency
n

I Private money lender

2 Block development (Govcrnmcm)

Total

Caste| Tribe
0
1 Gond
Lohar .
Madiga
Pradhan

& ow o

Total
Note:—SIMPLE

INTERMEDIATE .

JOINT
OTHERS

APPENDIX |

TABLE 22

l ) ) q N
ndebt edness by Causes, Amount and Houscholds

e Indebteduesy by cause of deby
e _ e Y
Amount of Jopy ; perer ’-'— vy
%) No. of louveholds in deby to II:(" ;:‘»;47/’:?;1:01’1)111 ‘nlf debt
? (&
Rs, ”
100
1
4.76
1,000 » 47.62
1,000 p
) 1 47.62
100
10000 .

TABLE 23

of O3
M Inferest by Number of Houscholds and Amount

p— Rate of interest —
o L 4 ’*6‘% e e 5-5; -
Number of houschotds 4o " Numiber of — Aot
(2 Amauny Numiber of houscholds Amiott
(3) ) ©
Rs. p, Rs. P
’ . 3 ] ’ 100 'w
1,000.00
1
1,000. 00 3 1,100-09
TABLFE 24
Caste) Tribe and Nature of Family
T/UI(JI No. of e ].Yl""-" ”/ Jamilies /'il’l'll[.' fu the villoge -
1ousehofdy Y} C m o
) Simple Intermediate Juint Orhers
?
55 g) ) < @
' 5 17 4
e l
2
1 1
5 e e
63
33 7 iy ‘

Hus i
band, wife and unmurried childeen

Mary;
fied couple and unmarried brother

Married couple with married sons/
Other types of familics

Isister, and one of the parents

ta g i i i
daughters or with married brothers/sisters

67

TABLE 25
Dictary Habits by Households and Tribe

Houscholds tuking
L

it e )

Breakfast,
midday
meals and Breakfast,
supper, fea, midday
caffec with meal and
light dishes  supper with
between caffecortea  Breakfast,
midday meal  with light  midday meal Two time
and supper dishes and supper meals with

and tea or  betweennoon with coffee or  Breakfast,  coffee or tea
Two time cojfec at any meal and tea alone at - midday meal at any time

No.
Tribe J;,‘Z,ﬂehg/jsf meals other time supper one time and supper or times Unspecified
o ) @) ) ) ©) ) ) ©)
1 Gond 6 3 2 1
2 Pradhan 1 1
Total 7 . 4 2 e 1
TABLE 26
Staple Food and Dietary Habits by Tribc and Houscholds
Number of households taking
' : . . -
Coarser grain like
. bajra or jowar or Total No. of
Tribe Rice Wheat maize Roots housceholds
0 2) Q) ) (&) ©)
1 Gond .o 6 6
2 Pradhan ! !
Total . 7 7
TABLE 27
Marriages by Consanguinity and Caste/Tribe
NumberLof marriages with
Caste|Tribe - Mot her’s own brother’s Father’s own sister’s o
daughter (menarikam) daughter (eduru menarikam)
o (2) (3)
. 5
1 Gond . . 4l 23
2" Lohar . : | l
3 Madiga . : 3 3
4 Pradhan . :
Total - . S0 ey



Caste|Tribe
H
1 Gond
2 Lohar
3 Madiga
4 Pradhan

Total

Caste|Tribe
(n

1 Gond

2 Lohar

3 Madiga

4 Pradhan
Total

Caste| Tribe
o))

1 Gond

2 Lohar

3 Madiga

4 Pradhan

Total

APPENDIX 1
TABLE 238

Types of Marriages by Caste/Tribe

Consanguincous Con Non-
Tol:l Total R r-__;ta/mmm'nus Monogamous Polyve ynous
n 4 be g . e R S
uzlfu mu(r)yftr Nm‘r:?u Nu(;}{/nr Number — Number  Number Munhc; 7\.“,“[)“’ Numher
house-  marri-  house- marri- | o/ of of of of of
holds ages holds agt'al' ;l‘;l;c\;) marci. - house- marri-  houses marri-
' ages holds uges holds ages
2 3
‘52) :0)1 ) (5 ) 7 " ) 0 an
® 68 I 3 50 94 3 3
. 1 1 1 1 :
. 3 3 2 2 1 ) s .
. 6 6 (
) .-
TABLE 29

Marriages by Spatial Distribution and Caste [ Tribe

Nu f
"lb(" of marriages (0”“(”1((1 ("”.H(]l ’Il( Alll”[’(l ”f mdrriages cc 1 C

Number of il g
ézz;riafej — village and wullzm the raluk taluk and within the district -
racie — et ¢ e e e e e 2 e 2 e et
within the 10 mi _ 101 miles ol miles
villge  and s ies 26-100 and 10 miles  11-25 26-100 19 gna
2) (3) (4‘5 miles above and below miI:':y miles above
) %) {6
7 10
28 2 7 s ) 7 @) ) (10)
1 7 6 3 v
i vee .
5 1 1
1
3 2 1 3 1 ki 6 5 vee

TABLE 29—(Concld.)

Marriages by Spatial Distribution and Caste | Tribe

Number ?
of marriages contracted outside the district

and within the
stale
; Number of marriages contracted outside the Staté
L

e et e 4

o
10 miles and
101 miles

S
101 miles 10 miles and

below 11-25 mil .
) 2 s 20:100miles - and above below 11-25 miles 26-100 miles and above
) (9 (15) (16) un (8
9 6 10
B ' ’ 9 6 lo "oy

TABLES

TABLE 30

Settlement History of Houscholds by Caste/Tribe

oy

Number of households seitled
g

_————-——-——*—-————”—‘——"‘""‘"—‘—"‘""‘" o ——
f‘——_——‘—— ]
; - for Between 3-4 Between 2-3 Present
Caste] Tribe T/(:’:;Z’\ZZZI‘I{;/ 5 Aslf;:vi{;%,ns g(wv:‘af ions generations One gencration ago generation
6 ) ©) * ) 6 N
1 Gond 55 23 Sf
2 Lohar 1 )
3 Madiga 2 4 1
4 Pradhan 5 - -
. 36
Total 63 a
TABLE 31
Arca of Homestcad by Caste|Tribe and Houscholds
Extent of homestead (int cetts)
T s e ver
Tribe 7;;317:6]:3/;:/ 7 Less than 1 =5 51— 10 0l —I5 151 & over
(',')L o 3 ©) ) ®) %
3 2 1
1 Gond 6 g
2 Pradhan 1 . 1
3
Total 1 "
TABLE 32
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes by Households and Population
Name of SchcﬁulTa{bSas!cl Total No. of houscholds Persons Males Females
Scheduled 171 & &) ) %
H
Scheduled Caste ) 10 4 - 6
Madiga
Scheduled Tribes . 292 145 147
Gm:; 5 36 18 18
* Pradhan
328 163 165
Total (Scheduled Tribes) 60
Graod Tota) 62 338 167 m
ra



APPENDIX—II
THE TRIBAL AREAS REGULATION, 1359 FASLJ]

(No. Il of 1359 F.)

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the better administration of the tribal areas in the Hyderabad

State ;
Now, THEREFORE, in cxercise of the authority vested in me for the administration of the Hyderabad
State and of all other powers enabling me in this behalf I hereby make the foliowing Regulation :—

*Short title and 1. (1) This Regultion may be called the Tribal Areas Regulation, 1359 Fasij.

commencement
(2) This scction shall come into force at onec and the remaining provisions of this Regulation shall
come inta force in such arcas and from such dates as Government may by notification in the Jarida direct.

Befinitions 2. In this Regulation unless there is anything repugnant in the subject oy context—
(3) “Agent’ mcans the person appointed by Govgrnmcnt to be the Agent for a notified tribal area o
where no person is so appointed the Talugdar of the district in which such area is situate ;
(b) “Assistant Agent™ means the person appointed by Government to be (he Assistant Agent for g
notified tribal arca or any part thereof or where no_person is so appointed the Sccond Talugdar of the division jg

which such arca or part is situate ;
(c) “notificd tribal area’ mcans an area in which this Regulation is for the time being in force :

{d) “prescribed”” means prescribed by or under rules made under this Regulation :
(e} “tribal’* when used as a noun means a member of a tribe in 2 hotified tribal arca, and ““non-tribaj’’

means a person who is not a tribal;
(f) “ribe®” means Bhils, Chenchus, Gonds, Hill Reddis, Kolams, Koyas, Naikpods, Pardhans

Totis, and includes all subdivisions of these tr‘ibcs and in relation to any notificd tribal arca includes also any othes
tribe which Government may by notification in the Jarida declare to be a tribe for the PUrposes of this Regniatin,

in that area §
(&) an expression defined in Section 2 of the Land Revenue Act (VI of 1317 £y sy have the mcan

ing assigned to it in the said scction.

Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in force Government may, by noti

Power to 3. < : ' .

exclude or fication in the Jarida, direct that any Act, Reg‘ulanf)n, or Ru_le fo‘r the time being in force in the Hyderabad State

modify shalf not apply to any notified tribal arcas specified in the notification or shall apply thereto with such Oml's;ions
and madifications as may be so specified.

application of
Iaws to notificd
tribal arcas
Power to make 4. (1) Government may, h'y noti.ﬁcation in the ..Iarida, 'makc such rules as appear to them to be nec
or expedicnt for the better administration of any notified trjkal arca in respec of tribals and of their rclzfis:f)'
ns

rufes
with non-tribals.
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) such ryle
s may

provide for ail or any of the following matters, namely—
. surisdicti flaw or revenue authoritjes i
(a) barring ¢hc11{r:sd|cl19n of courts o uthorities in any dispute relatj
. houses or housc sites occupied, claimed, rcntc'd Or posscssed by any tribal, of from which any (:ig:ﬁ ey o,
been evicted, whether by process of law or otherwise, wnh.m such period preceding the notification brj i ha\fe
Regulation into force in the arca concerned as may be specified in the rules ; fging this
t of all suits or proceed; i
(b) the transfer to Ih.e Agen orp Ngs pending before any court
autority for the eviction of any tribal from lands cultivated by him or from a house or house s“(;fol?;v o oy i
in any notificd tribal area and the manner in which the Agent shajs deal with such sujts or proceedingls“tled o him
(c) the canccllation of any de(.:rees or o.rders which were passeqd by a court of law or ’
within such period preceding the notification bringing this Regulatjon into force in the areq c ncerneyhority
oncerned ag may be
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APPENDIX ]

SpCCiﬁCd il'l ”]C I'll] S I i Y Yy ¢ ( S¢S n l
[ tln(] W']IICI\ "ldv 2rSCly « ‘eC i ) \}
. ‘ o l S e ‘y Llls : d“b&l (hlc rlghtS ()‘ atrit 'Jl in an kln(l or ‘]Oll\ | [, n
.y .. e 1S aread oo executee ﬂlc pre ceaurg i e A v“ o ( ‘ r’ " [
pOSIIIO Obt&lmmg bC "¢ SUch exect ‘ e l e, e ! : : d 5
n (()[ TS ~h X CC ”iOn . , ACCO! dlng to \VhICl\ (hC A ' o
‘ , t,cnl Sh‘l” cslor
B C lh >

(d) the vesting i
- g in the Agent or Assis
lbc ights of tny tribal inany land. house :S\slan( Agcnwl of all civil and revenue jurisdiction i
cised by the Agent and Assistant A , f ¢ or house site situate in any notificd tr ‘hJ i isdiction in cases involving
. . rent for this i ! H ed tribal are: .
officer in revenue and forest m‘lli‘rﬂ (:1”““ purpose (which may include the pow ek thepowers 1o be ot
S f s Q : Cour i ¢ '
ity or other procedare in accord lm( O_f;l-\nyl court subardinate to the High Cor (:f‘ any revenue or forest
h ance with which such urt in civil matters
§ powers shall be ‘Ci atters) and the
shi exercised ;

(¢) authorisin

. ) g the Agent or Assisti

which a tribal is involved as a Pfrty n()l/;:?m.mt Agent of a notified tribal area to 11

- . 2 o P >Ny Tee N o ‘ 'y < Fiming i

period cxtending to 10 years, and prohibiting ?5 .1ln offence punishable with death or iml)» omme iminal offence in

- S, < v Jepal practitioners ¢ risc : ife or

mission of the Agent or Assistant Agent; gal practitioners from appearing inany su:-h;mm]m .n‘)r life or for a

; any s rial without the per-

(f) prohibitin

' g the grant of patta ri Jy

.Cmpowcnng thc Agent to cancel or rc\'ir;c 'm“g‘hl(‘o'vu any land in any notified trital arc:

e aciTod potiod D eeding the Cmm;‘ '{ y “,l cin land granted to a non-(ribal in o 1'0 e

o compensation or setdlement, and :, m.to force of this Regulati® therein lu lln e of Tamts by

K s ) O cject any pors y » OF 10 order exch ‘ ‘

any land in accordance with this decision any person fromany fand oro place any p o i porsion o

‘ : ace any person in possession of

(g) prohibiting the salc i
¢ sale inex i
before or after the coming into f;)rcc of nc~c.u;m“ of any decree or order of a civil or v
el raspect of which “.',1,.‘1“? .{Lgul:\ll(m in the area conceined of Lan ;Cfvcnuc o e
) It R 1. . N d . i
not finally confirmed before the coming imL ~;_““S ‘h‘;l e s s R to old i lhc‘ C(‘l url:hkl ot a1 ch s
o ol be o foree of this Regulation | y ancellation of all such sale
s shall be disposcd of by the A viation i thearea concer P
‘ sont a concerned and the ma i i
naer in which

(h) authorising the agent—

(i) after consultin i
. s r the Direct “or
lation of any fores ) e e P
H t settlement made under the : recommend to G
f the Hyderabad For jovernment the revisi
ad Torest Act. 1385 Taslis revision or cancel-
, asli; and

(ii) to exclude land fr
h om a reserved f i
cluded does not exce i l it B ‘
S ror Al out referen i
prescribed limit and the Divisional Forest ()ﬂiccrCc to Government if the area 1o be ex
S concuts in the exclusi ‘ ]
usion

(1) authorising the age ismi m m wo
. agen i fl C
a notified tribal area and :’irawing a ;q‘ﬁ‘?mmnss Slemfll'xly any offcial of any Govern
official has been guilty of abusing ;s ;)o‘sily'goixcx-‘lrccd”’g such limit as may be PTNCTibc?l' o saure atihe
: ' . ) ion RN s ¢ T ety
offiial has ben Buily bf 4o h y tll-treating any person or demanding uni N l;clls iation m the
¢ awful gratification i
. " ¢ in the
(5) authorising the a exler Q o
recorded in writing, he isgsalisﬁiflnlthl'l(: i\"-u"] from ‘ rotilied Iribal avea any non-tribal i
recorde at his presence in such arca is likely to l;c detri e l'r' o e
rimental to the intere
sts of the
(k) the abolition of Pate atwari ol no
tribal village officers by tribal vill;;;) ggii l“uw.m Walans in any notified tribal arc
and the appointment of village officers o c‘?‘ the payment of recasonable compcns';t' 10 the romteed nomtrinals
fTi n such remuncration and subject to such (. l((i"n'm e reribed s
§ conditions as ma ibed
f y be prescribed ;
’

1) co i . .
(1) controlling money-lending in a notified tribal area and in particul
i articular—

(i) prohibiting an )
. y person from engaging i i
and in accordance with a condition of a heence; wiing i the business of money lending otherwi h
) rwisc than under

(i) prescribing the authoriti i
o < R rities by which such i
thercin (including conditi in regar uch leence shall be iss
cin g ons in regard to the rate of interest), the mai ssued. the conditions to be entered
e , the maintenance of accounts and th WS
{ and the furnishing of
(iii) prohibiting absolute
. absolutely the transacti i
area in respect of which Government are satisft saction of the business of money-lending i
ment are satisfied that adequate provision for rluf\); lcm{'mﬁ i any notied wrine!
al credit has been ma
de through

the medium of Government Co-operative Socicties or otherwisc ;
(iv) instituting arr ’
. arrangements for the 'y sC
ender by tribals ¢ compulsory scttlement of outstanding debts owed t
cd to moncy-
(m) the constitution of Panch:
. < anchayats and the entrustme P,
constituted under the Panchay: o - stment to Panchayats s sti ‘
astitut cr the Panchayats Act of such criminal and civil jurisdicti y 'S o constituted or to Panchayats
p,csu,md, jurisdiction and such social dutics ‘
‘ sas may be
(3) The rules made under sub-scction (1) may further—
ta) provide for th J i
N ;) p | the procc’durC to be followed in the disposal of cases under thi
cribe a summary procedure for the trial of criminal offences; ases under this Regulation, and pres-

‘0 o . H . [ ~
(by confer powers and impose duties upon any Government officer as r
as respects any matter;
er;

THE TRIBAL AREAS REGULATION, 1359 FASLI 13
pplications for the transfer of procccdings under this Regulation and appeals
reunder, and where such applications, appeals, revicw or revi-
and the conditions under which and the mode in which
d to review or revise orders shall be exercised ]

ene, and any abetment of, or attempt
er issued under any such provision
a term which may cxtend to

(¢) permit or prohibit &
from or the review or revision of orders made the
sion are permitted prescribe thc authoritics by whom
o transfer procccdings, {o entertain appeals an

() provide that any contravention of, or any attempt to contrav
avention of any of the provisions of the rules or of any ord
{ any licence 8O issued shall be punishable with imprisonment for

powcrst

to abet, the contr

or of any condition 0
h fine or with both.
rule under sub-section (1) is

three years of wit
Witions, if any, as may be

«) Government may by order direct that any power or duty which by
conferred or imposed upon Government shall in such circumstances and under such cot
specified in the direction be exercised of discharged by any other authority.

1 have eflect notwithstanding

¢h rule, shal
ent having

rder made under su
is Regulation or in any instrum

der section 4, and any O
tment other than th

h contained in any enac
han this Regulation.

5. Any rule made un

anything inconsistent therewit
effect by virtue of any enactment other t

Effects of rules
inconsistent
with other

egactments
ulation shall be called in

Saving as 10 6. (1) No order made in exercise of any power conferred by or under this Reg
orders question in any court.

(2) Where an order

conferred by Of under this Regul

presume that such o1der was sO made b

rity in exercise of any power

purports 10 have been made and signed by any autho
abad Evidence Act, 1313 F,,

ation a court shall, within the meaning of the Hyder

y that authority.

all lie against any person for anything which is in

er legal procecding sh
lation or of any rule made thereunder.

it, prosecu\ion or oth
ursuance of this Regu

7. (1) Nosu
ded to be done inp

Protection of :
action taken good faith done or inten

under the
Regulation
(2) Save as otherwise expressly provided under this Regulation, no suit or other legal proceeding shall
lie against the Government for any damage caused OF Jikely to be caused by anything done or “ntended to be done
in pursuance of this Regulation oF of any rule made thereunder.
Repeal g. The Tribal Areas Regulation, 1356 Fasli, is hereby repealed.
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Nl

I8
IR
Qi
4
42
41
ERE
4%
do.
47
48
44
A0,
S
52,
RN
hE S
SS.
Sa,
S7.
Sy,
9.
Gi) .
(A1
62,
O3,
-,
(5
4y,
O/,
03,
0.
0,
71
72,
73,
74.

N
{ IR
[STENT]
Sk
Noahwads
Sarkag
Woghera
N dap
Angend her
Coonndwarsat

Padannda
Katalgaon

Pata
Iatodda
Tavaria

Pipalgaon
Kaukt
Singora
Dongargaon
Pipalsendh
Jutur
Minki

Tulsr

Mo homder Pardhi
Nur

ok,

Para
Wit
Limaa
Adhta
Hingai
Fimupn
Wajra
Wanol)
Patuonda
Dhinora
Sakur

Digrrg

TAartig BOATI

Villapes

9,
10,
I,
12,
13,
i4.
15,
16,

Venhatipur
Hasanpur
Surdapur
Polmamda
Balthanpur
Dharmpuri
Gokonda
Bhotai

17.

19.
20.
21,
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.
AI

32-
33.
REE
5.

NOTIFIED TRIBAL AREAS

TALUK BOATH-—Concld.

Villages

Korsckal 32.
Patnapur 33,
Tejapur 34.
Guruyyj 35.
Khahdiguda 36.
Rajurwadi 37.
Ispur 3§.
Ghanpur 39.
Jaterla 40.
Khantezaon 41,
Sauri 42,
Ichora 43.
Mutnur 44,
Gudi Hatnur 45.

46,

Tatameddi

Gerjam
Chincholi
Siachelma
Mankapur
Narsapur
Dharampur
Harkapur
Dhampur
Nigni

Ajhar Wajhar
Chintalbori
Chintakarva
Rampur
Gangapur
Gavatpallj

TALUK UTNUR

All villages of the taluk

TALUK ASIFABAD

Villages

Rajampet
Gunjala
[ndhani
Samela
Tejapur
Kannargaon
Kautaguda
Sankepalli
Jamufdhari
Gundi
Chorpalli
Saleguda
wadiguda
Savati
Dhaba
Chopanguda
Nimgaon
Khirdi
Metapipri
Sakra
Sangi
Devurpalli
Khotara-Ringanghat
Nishani
Kota Parandoli
Mesapur
Goigaon
Dhanora
Pardha
Surdapur
Kerimeri
Murkilonke
Dcevapur
Chinta Karra
Jheri

36. Ara-Dasnapur

37- Kapri
38. Belgaon
39. Sirasgaon
47 Moar
41.  Wavdham
42. Dhamriguda
43. Ballanpur
44. Chalwardi
45. Jhoreghat
46. Babijhari
47. Sakamgundi
48. Ara
49. Uppal Naugaon
50.  Ankasapur
51. Chirakunta
52. Iilipita Dorli
53. Mandrumera
54, Dantanpalli
§55. Dcodrug
56, Tunpalli
57. Dhagleshvar
58. Padibanda
59. Tamrin Moar
60. Malangundi
6. Kaudan Moar
62. Goina
63. Kutoda
64. Tilani
65. Kannepalli
66. Bordoum
67. Telundi
68. Mangi
69. Lodiguda
70.  Moinda-Gudipet

71. Ginnedari

72

. Koitclundi

73.

74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

(el I Y R

R
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TALUO ASIFABAD— Copeld.

Madura
Devaiguda
Arcguda
Gardepatli
Lakepalli
Chintepalli
Ratle Kannepalli

Villages

80. Sungapur
81.  Rala Samkepalli

82. Ralapet

§3. Kistampet
84. Tukalapalli
85. Chakalpalli
86. Annaram

TALUK LAKSHETTIPET

Gundam
Kasipet
Dandcepalli
Chelampeta
Rajampet
Mutiempet
Venkatapur
Rali
Kauwal

Bendwi
Chincholi
Goigaon
Hirapur
Sakri
Balapur
Manoli
Antargaon
Wirur
0. Dongargaon
I- Timbervai
2. Sersi

3. Bedora
4. Vmarjheri

15. Lakarkot
16.  Ergaon

17. Kirdi
18. Sondo

19. Decvara

20. Khorpana
21  Kanargaon
22. Chenai

23. Kairgaon

24. Samalhira
25. Dhanoli

26. Markagondi
27. Yellapur
28. Katalbori
29. Isapur

30. Devti

31, Panderwani
32. «Wansari

Villages
10.  Tarapet
11.  Devapur
12, Gathapalli
13, Rotepalli
14. Mandamari
15. Dharmaraopet
16.  Venkatapur
17.  Chintaguda
18, Muticmpalli

TALUK RAJURA

Villages
33. Porda
34. Wargaon
35. Nokari
36. Mirapur
37-  Pardhi
38. Kutoda
39. Parsewara
40. Mangalhira
41. Karki
42. Nokari
43, Manoli
44-  Sonapur
45 lIsapur
46. Mangi
47. Uparwal
48. Tutra ’
49. Lakmapur
50.  Kirdi
S1- Injapur
52. Jamni
53. Hargaon
54. Chikli
55. Patan

56. Xosundi
57- Kauthala
58. Sonorh

59.

Chopri

60- Doda Arjuni
61- Sarwai

62, Rapalli

63. Tecka Mandiva
64.  Meta Arjuni -



76

16.
17.
18-
9.
20.
21

)

2
24
25.
26.
27.
28
29.
30
31,
32.
KRS
34
35.
36.
37.

-

a3,
39,
4N,
41.

-

TALUK SIRPUR

Phetpall
Korsni

Isgaon
Chintaguda
Ankora
Utsurangpalh
Arpalli
Bophalpatnam
Babasagar
Pacdhi
Tumrihati
Chintalmanopalli

DISTRICT

Villages

t3.

14.

15.

16-

17.

18.

19.

20,

21,
22,
3.
4.

o1

[

Part 11

Chintam
Gullatalody
Damda
Dhorpall
Kanki
Garlapet
Gudiabori
Gurmpet
Lonveli
Mogurdagar
Wirdundi
Chipurdubba

WARANGAL

TALUK MULUG

Kannaigue'a
Ankannaguda
Raghavpatnam
Mcdarmola
Koetla

Pasra Nagaram
Muthapur
Motlaguda
Venglapur
Yelpak
Kancboenpalli
Mcedaram
Kondred
Chintaguda
Kondaparthi
Yelscthipalti
Allvammarighunpur
Rampur
Malkapath
Chettial
Bhupathipur
Gangaram
Kannaiguda
Rajannapet
Bhutaram
Akkela
Sirvapur v
Gangaramn
Bhupathipur
Pumbapur
Rampur
Ankampalh
Kamarant
Kamsattigudam
Ashnaguda
Yellupur
Allaguda
Narsapur
puschapur
phattupal I
fanval
V;l(lduglld;l

43.
44,
45,
46.
47,
48.
49,
50.
5.
52,
53.
51,
55.
56,
57.
S8,
S).
60,
61.
62.
63,
64,
65.
06,
67,
63,
6y .
70.
1.
72.
73
74,
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81,
82.
83.
84.

Kothur
Peddapalli
Sarvapur
Bhussapur
Chelvai
Rangapur
Govindraopet
Ballapalii
Dumpaliaguda
Kerlapatii
Lakbnavaram
Pasra
Gonepalli
Padgapur
Narlapur
Kalvapalli
Uratam
Kondia
Maliat
Aclapur
Dodla
Komaram
Tudvui
Boodiguda
Bannuji
Bandam
Selpak
Kantalpalli
Sarvai
Gangaguda
Tupalkalguda
Akulvari Ghanpur
Shahpallj
Gagpalli
Chinna Bocnpallj
Venkatapuy
Narsapur
Anvaram
Lingal
Ballepall;
Bangal
Thunmapur

APPLNDIX

[

I6.
17.
18-
9.
20.

21

P

22.
23
24,
25,
6.
27.
28.
29.
30.
3.
2.
33
34.
KRR
36,

TALUK NARSAMPIT

Vebelli

Polary
Bakkachintiphad
Ganjad
Thivmalgnda
Gopalpur
Khistapug
Tatimas Venpalh
Pattal Bhoopati
Chandelapug
Batratpall
Advatampet
Satizhnagar
Dutla
Modhwidy
Mangataw arpet
Karlag
Arkalkunta
Kadsapet
Gunderpally
Musami
Battawvartigudem
Mamidigudam
Pangonda
Roturai
Satreddipalli
Konapur
Kondapuram
Pogulapalli
Govindapuram
Makadapall;
Pagulapall
Murraigudem
Yelchagudem
Tummapuram
Jangamvartigudem

Villages

17.
LB
39.
40
i1,
42
43
44.
45.
4.
47.
48.
4.
S0.
st
S
Sy,
4.
5.
56
S7.
58
9.
60
6.
62
63
64
6S.
66
67,
68.
09
70,
71
72.

Rangagwdem
Peddalapalh
Yerrinvaram
K undanpalli
Neclampalhi
Daravanmampalli
Karnegund
Mahadevagudam
Marigudam
Jangalpalt
Bavarguda
Oarhak
Gangaamant
Mucherla
Amaroncha
Kamata m
Chintagudem
Nilavancha
Kangargidda
Madagudem
Dalurpet
Kothagudem
Kotapalh
Durgaram
Dubagudem
Rudravaram
Narsugudem
Komatlagudem
Katervam
Semar Ragpet
Marcepalhi
Goarur
Radhiapur
Garsalgudem
Rajvepalli
Bollypalth

TALUK YELI ANDU

All t!]c villages of the 1
town of Kothaguda

I
2.
k)

Villages

Sirpur

Alug with the exception of the
and the following villages :

Ycllandu
Singareni

TALUK PALONCHA

All the vi )
lonch ¢ villages of the

Villages

a wi the Talug and Samasthan of Pa-
& with the exception of the following villages:

1. Paloncha

2. Borgampad
3. Ashwaraopet
4. Dammapet
S. Kuknur

6. Nchipak

NOTIFIED TRIBAL AREAS RULLS
REVENUE SECRETARIAT
Notification No. 5

16th November, 1949

Dated —————

e e s e

16th Dai, 13539 F.

In excrcisc of the powers conferred by Scct{on 4 of lh‘e
Tribal Arcas Regulation 1359 F. (referred ta in the ”{'fs
prescribed herewith as the said Regulation) Government are
pleased to make the following rules \—

I. These Rules may be called the Notified Tribal Arcas

Rules, 1359 I°,, and shall come into force in thg ArcasI I:{g:-
fied under sub-section (2} of scction 1 qf thp sq»d Reit: ':i‘dl'l ,
fifteen days after the date of their publication in the Jarida.

Part I

GENERAL
on of a Notified Tribal Area in
i in the
respect of matters covered by these rules is vestedn(l‘nsuch
Agent: the Assistant Agent, the Panchayat, if ?ny a 4 such
officer or officers as the Govcrnmer?t may see fit ron:lo:]s i~
time to appoint in that behalf subject to the excepti

restrictions hereinafter provided.

2. The administrati

nt to define the jurisdic-

3. The Agent shall be compete ris
tion of any Assistant Agent and o transfer any casc, civil or

criminal from an Assistant Agent to himself.

4. The Agent shall be competent 1O appoint such persfon
considers desirable to be the mempcrs of a
yillages as he may spccnfyAand tz
entrust to such Panchayat or to any P.anchayat f'ormerdallll\o?:]ie
area under the village Panchayats A" in 1351 }I d}r’:y omo(“fy he
duties specified in these Rules. 'Thc {\gen ‘n (a); odify or
cancel any such order in his d1§crcuon. n erzand 2 For
which no Panchayat has been constituted the ;;Iov;c and
tions of the Panchayat under these rules sha N o autho-
and performed by the Agent or by any Assistan

rised by him.

or persons as he
Panchayat for such village or

enuc authority shall have any
Arca inany dispute relating
med, rented or

5. No court of law of rev
u risdiction in any Notified j!'nba) ca ity
to land, house Or house site occupied,

i ibal may have
; om which any triba .
possessed by An3 tribal oF ﬁss of law or otherwise during a

n evicted whether by procc aw of
g::iod of one year preceding the notification of such area asa
Notified Tribal Area.
ating to matters covered by
jaw or revenu¢ authority on
a as tribal area shall be

6. Allsuitsor proceedings rel

rule S-pending before any court of
the date of the notification of such are
transferred to the Agent concerned W o er e ided.
suits or proceedings in the manner hereél
jon that it is necessary to

ent is of the opin
7 any decrce order passed by a court of law oF revenue

cancel any decree or

ho shall deal with such”’

authority during a period of three years preceding the enforce-
ment of the said Regulation in such arca, which adversely
affects the right of a tribal in any land or house or house site
he may rccommend its cancellation to Government and the
Government may pass such orders thereon as they deem fit,
1f such decrce or order has already been executed and Go-
vernment consider it necessary to restore the position which
obtained before such execution they shall direct the Agent to
do so by evicting any person from such land, house or housc
site, placing any person in possession of such fand, house or
house site or taking any other action according to the cir.
cumstances of the case. In such cases Government shall
consider the rights of the person affected by their orders and
determine in what manner he should be compensated.

8. The Panchavat shall decide all cases in open Durbar
in the presence of both the parties and av least three inde-
pendent witnesses.

9. The time limit for an appeal under these rules shal)
be 30 days.

10. No legal practitioner shall be allowed to appear in
any case before the Panchayat.

i1, No legal practitioner shall appear in the course of
the Agent or Assistant Agent cxcept with the Agent’s
permission.

12. The Member in charge of the Social Service Depart-
ment may permit any legal practitioner to appear in any case
before him,

Part 1I
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

13. Subject to the provisions of Rule 16, criminal
justice in respect of the following offences in which a tribal is
involved as a party shall be administered by the Agent and
the Assistant Agent |

Name of law Section Offence

Affray

Intentional insult with intent to pro
voke breach of peace

Hyderabad 135
Penal Code 136

137 Misconduct in public by a drunken
person

211 Negligent act likely to spread infec-
tion of discase dangerous to life
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Name of law

Hyderabad
Penal Code

Contd.

APPENDIN 11

Section Ojfence

218 Pouling water of public sprmg or
reservorr

an ' L .

220 Rishe driving or riding on o public
way

. . S

223 Danger or obstruction in public way

I \ [ M

219 Negligent conduct with respect to
animal

" . . .

230 Public nuisance in cases not other
wise provided for

" .

213 Word, gesture or act mended (o
nsutt the modesty of @ woman

231 Obscene acts and songs

263 Voluntarily causing hurt

al 7 ) 1

274 Voluntarily causing hurt on pro-
vocation

281 Wrongful restraing

") . oy

) Assault or crimingd force otherwise

than on grave provocation

p o .

294 Assault or criminal force to women
with intent (o outrage hzr modesty

D N N .

295 Assault or criminal force with jn.
tent 1o dishonour person, otherw
wise than on grave provocation

D .

296 Assault or criminal force on grave
provocation

315 Theft

3i6 Theft in dwelling house, ¢c.

317 Theft by c!cl:k or servant of property
m possession of master,

344 Dishonestly receiving stolen pro-
perty

359 Mischicl

361 Mischicf by killing or maiming anjm-
al of the value of ten rupees oy
more

7 Aischiof il L

362 Mischicf by Killing or marming catle
cle., of any vilue or any animal of
the value of lifty rupeces or more

377 House trespass

. . .

390 Dishonestly breaking open recepta-
cle containing property

421 Marrying again during lifetime of
husband or wife

423 Adultery

n R .

424 Enticing or taking away or detaining
with  criminal intent g married
woman

430 Criminal intimidation punishable

with imprisonment for a term which
may extend o two years or with
fine or with both

Name of fuw Scerion icnce

Cattle Trespass

Act

AL offences under the Cattle 1eu
Pass Act

Vacemation 16 & 17

Contvavention of the provisions of
Rules

the vaceination Rules

Mo The Apent ohall be competent 1o pass any sentence
warranted

Rule 13,

by law i respect of the offences mentioned in

IS, The Assistant Agent shall be competent to exergise
all the powers of a first clasy Magistrate under the Hyderabad
Criminal Procedure Code.,

16, (1) The Agent may authorise a Panchayat constituted
%m‘dcr Rule 4 ta try the following offences in which a tribal
is 1f\mlvcd asa party, and the Panchayat shall be compeient
,m Impose fine not exceeding Rs, <0 may also award pavment
inrestitution or compensation to the extent of the injury
sustained and enforce it by distraint of the property of the
offender,  In cases in which the tine is not paid or realized,
cither in whole orin part, they shall represent the facts and
send in the offender to the Ageat, who may retry the case
and impose such other punishment as he is competent to
inflict,

Name of law  Section Ofence

Hydcrabad 135 Affray
Penal Code 136 Intentional insult with intent to pro
voke breach of peace

137 Misconduct in public by a drunken

person

211 Negligent act likely to spread infec

ton of discase dangerous to life

218 Fouling water of public spring or

FesServour

220 Rash diiving or aiding on a public

way

223 BDanger or obstruction in public way

229 Negligent conduct  with respeet to

animal

230 Public nuisance in cases nototherwise

provided for

233 Word, gesture or act intended to
imsult modesty of a woman

234 Obscene acts and songs
263 Voluntarily causing hurt

274 Voluntarily causing hurt on provoci-
tion

281 Wrongful restraint

292 Assault or criminal force otherwise
than on grave provocation

296 Assault or criminal force on grave
provocation
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Name of law  Secticn

Hyderabad s Theft where the value of the property
-l’Cll.ll Code stolen does not exceed Rs. 100
Contd 316 Theft in dwelling house, cte., where

the value of the property stolen

does not exceed Rs, 100

17 Theft by clerk or servant of property
in posscssion of master where the
value of the property stolen doces
not exceed Rs. 1+9

4t Dishonestly receiving stolen property
where the value of the property so
received does not exceed Rs, 100

359 Mischielf when the damage or loss
caused does not exceed Rs. 1€0

361 Mischief by killing or maiming animal
of the value of ten rupees or more

362 Mischief by killing or maiming cattle,

cte., of any value or any animal of

the value of fifty rupees or more

376 Criminal tresspass

376 House tresspass

390  Dishonestly breaking open receptacle
containing property

421 Marrying again during lifetime of
husband or wife

423 Adultery

424 Enticing or taking away or detain{ng
with criminal intent a married
woman

430 Criminal intimidation punishnple with
imprisonment for a term which may
cxtend to three years or with fine
or with both

21 Forcibly opposing the scizure of

Cattle Trespass ! sciz
cor cattle and rescuing the same

Act '
Yaccination 16 & 17 Contravention of the provisions of
Rules the vaccination Rules

(2) No sentence of imprisonment, whether substantive

or in defautt of fine, shall be inflicted by any Panchayat.

at shall have power to compel atten-

17. The Panchay o impose a fine up to

dance of the partics and witnesses and t
Rs. 50 if they fail to attend.

18. An appeal shall lie from the deci;s:)on ogth:fP?:;

' Ssisti A record shall be made

«hayat to the Assistant Agent. A I e
m:u):c.r in dispute and the decision of '(hc lP.tn‘c:\ﬁz:t.amllf
necessary, the Assistant Agent shall examune the paf: C, a a;
if the decision appears to be just s:all taﬂ:clzﬁ ::adsoc: ?(: Zoum

i ssistant Agent sces
ne of his own. 1 the Assis ' casor

(l‘h(:jllslicc of the decision, he shall try case de novo, or refer

it to arbitration as provided in Rulc 33,

19, An appeal shall lie from an orsiginal decision of an

Assistant Agent to the Agent.

20. Anappeal shall lie to the Member in charge of the
Social Service Department, against scentences of three years
imprisonment and upwards.  In other cases (here shall be no
right of appeal.  The decision of the Member shall be final
and no appeal or revision shall lic against it.

21, The Member in charge of the Social Service Depart-

ment, or the Agent may call for the proceedings of any
officer subordinate to him and reduce, enhance or cancel any
sentence passed or remand the case of retrial.

22. The Member in chasge of the Social Service Depart-

ment, may for any reason transfer any original case pending
or under trial before any o%r subordinate to him to any
other officer. B

r’.,
Cink

23. The Member in-charge of the Social Service Depart-
ment, the Agent and the Assistant Agent shall be guided in
regard to procedure by the principles of the Hyderabad
Criminal Procedure Code so far as they are applicable to the
circumstances of the Notified Tribal Area and consistent
with the provisions of the said Regulation. The Chief
exceptions from the principles of the Hyderabad Criminal
Procedure Code are :

(1) Verbal orders or notice only shall be requisite in any
case except when the police are employed or when
the person concerned is not a resident of the Noti-
fied Tribal arca at the time. The order shall be made
known to the person affected or to some adult mem-
ber of his family, or proclaimed at the place he was
last known to be at, in sufficient time (o allow him,
to appear.

(b) The proceedings of the Panchayat neced not be
recorded in waiting, nor is it necessary that exami-
nations before the Agent and Assistant Agent be
signed by the parties examined. The Agent and
Assistant Agent may, however, require the Panchayat
to report their proceedings in any way which appears
suitable.

(c) The Agent shall be competent to permit the pancha.
yat to spend the income realized from fines for such
purposes as he may deem fit including compensation
payable to the aggrieved party. The amount, if any
remaining after such expenditure shall be paid to tife
Agent or the Assistant Agent or other officer em-
powered to receive it within 8 days from (he date of
realization.

(d) It shall be discretionary to examine witnesses on
oath in any form or to warm them that they are
liable to the punishment of

perjury if they sty
they know to be false. Y state that

24, The Agent and the Assistant Agent shall be guided b
the general principles of the Evidence Act, el

25. The Member in charge of the Soc
ment, may cither upon conditions or
suspend the cxecution of or remi¢ of comn

ial Service Depart.
without conditiong
ute any sentence,
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Part 111
CIVIL JUSTICHE

' 26, Civil justice in cases Involving the rvights of any
tribal shall be administered by the Agent, the Assistant Agent
and‘ the Panchayat, 1t any, authorised under these Ru‘lcs
subject to the condition that the Avent shall be competent m
exerase the powers of any court subord;

: M R urt subordinate (o the iije
Court, @t

27. The Panchayat constituted under Rule 4 shyll be
compctcnt to try all cases without limit as to amount in
.whnch both the partics are tibals and live within their
Jurisdietion, subject to the condition Jaid down in Rule 26

28. The Panchayat shall have power (o compel atten-
dance of p:n'u'cs Lo any suit and their witnesses all such
persons being resident within their own Jurisdiction 'm;( to
fine within the limit of Rs, 50, persons wilfully fzn‘i‘in, to
attend.  They have powar to award all cost, also com cE;\ ¢
tion, to defendunts for unfounded or vexatious \u'(s" l P e
against them, ' e roughe

29. All thy proceedings shall be Piva voce and the
Panchayat shall not be called upon to make cither record or
registry of their decision. After hearing both parties and
their witncsses, if any they shall pr .

) > < » ¢ pronounce g s
forthwith. a decision

30. The Panchayat may carry out their decision at once
and order attachment of property to be sold if the mr‘zy 1“C-L~
not file an appeal. On such appeal being made tthc', (,nc';
send the parties and their witnesses to the Assistant Agycnz p -
the Agent (as the case may be) forthwith or 4S Soon as pmsibol,'
and either accompany them or send one rc»‘pcclubfc )'. " ¢
who has been present at the trial with them, peron

31. All notices given by the Panchayat to parijes 0
witnesses shall be verbal and for a fixed day not cxcccdinlv”
eight days from the order, and the case may be sub\'cqucnllb
adjourned for periods not exceeding cight days on g()m);
cause shown.

32. Agentund the Assistant Agent shall nog ordinarily
hgar suits triuble by the Panchayat but they shall have a
discretion to do so when they think right, and suits Whicl‘1
under these 1ules the Panchayat cannot try must be tried b
the Agent and the Assistant Agent ; provided that the Aw’x)-(
tant Agent shalt be competent to try suits not cxcccdir{g
Rs. 1,000 in value. A register of all suits tricd by the Agent
and the Assistant Agent shall be kept in such form as the
Agent may prescribe.

33. The Agent and the Assistant Agentshall in all cases
in which the partics are tribals cndeayour to induce them (o
submit their case to arbitiation. If they agree cach party
shall name an cqual number of mbitrators, and shall choose
or leave the arbitrators to cheose, an umpire. The name um}
residence of arbitraiors and the vmpire and the matter to
disputc shall te recorded before the proceedings commence
and the Agent or the Assistant Agent, as the case may be,
shall direct the Panchayat or some other recognized authority

[ARTENYE > the '
to wssemble the hitrators g WITHEsSe
5

e P 8w aithin i o
Alter the case b been decnded, ihe um b s

the parties befare (e o e shadl appear with
Agent, us 1 cout of the Ageny or the Assistant
» @8 He case may be . SISLan

- AY Dbewhich shall proc
decision and cafor .. . . allproceed 1o record (he
PN, H kflf(llu. tas ats own, and no . ©
rom such decision, appeal shall be

3L An: " . :
chayat to thc”/’\I:L:lyfts(lh”('] {IC ﬁvm" the decision of the Pan-
be made of the ttl‘\l]t»‘&.Ahbfhl""' Agent. A record shall
Panchayar, if ncccs;' om dispute and the decision of the
as the cage hc..:l'l‘y'- the /\g'cm Or the Assistant Agent
decision “PPC:I;S\ m'hé ‘\:-‘ cx;mnm: the parties, and, if the
of its own, I he “_C;’ :ij‘:‘l)]::lllhﬂlllln l:md endoree it as one
decisio o S il O doubdt the justice - .
. ;w‘:\'bt‘;,:.hd” by the case o HOYO, or refer "“*I[Iltu“:;:“:}‘:.:

An H ) 1 <
3 . apg cal st all “(. fr .
S al > lrom the ging *cl 4(]] "- in
A,\\l\[d“l /\lu‘nl to th /\!ypl” Y lgln'll dtLls‘ ) '
RIG app ]AI‘ Y the 10
g B l\.s An appeal Sh'l” e {¢ ” < MCII lCr
DOCKL S L‘l'\'iCL’ epar "
Ar g the ”[ Lpdl‘tmu)l, fl’()ln dan U('igl‘l al d‘s'L'i\‘“‘" of ““'
. dlue of ”]L‘ St exgeee ‘ .
' g ))v ..-I ’ hk I\. l. . xeeeds R\ ',00() or of ‘I\C ] t
to or "; .:llv .QS(A(H-l'()f Uyl 4l Jghls Or customs or of t < "lblhll
" i { ) 'Ll- S10N Of 1111[”()\:1[5]&‘ PTU])CI")’ ’,"l i IS 1 l t
ste e N " L decrsig n of th
o L. wail bt, 'llhl] angd no appe; 1 ) isi ‘
JV' I' l' '5 peal or revision hh'd“ “(—

in charge of the

Scr\'?gé ng-f,fﬁ:mf og the Member
: arment, the Agent and the i
be e ent, e and the Assisiung 2o K
o Hydt,ctmbti :jhn‘:sp‘xm but shall no be bound by tl:\'!“ll'H ‘A'h‘j“
abad Civj) Procedure Code ang they s) L)l L;k”l o
H shall follow,

subject to ap oSS isi
Sibiect ANy express provisions of these rules i
the Limitatjon Act. T ihe principles

M chaige of the Social

38. ¢
- Hf>uscs. necessary clothing
plemengg whereby the tribal owne '
are ¢ > X i ‘ y
are exeept from altachment, gq)¢ or tr
adecree unless they are the

cooking utepsils and
or his famijy subsisty
AV fms(cr in execution of
actual subject matger of the suit

39, b
. leo tribal  debtoy shall be
ayment of (e >
G © l:clgiclx;cpl {wi‘\cn the Agent s satisfied, that the
: oTRdC a fraudufent disposics ‘
plopcrl i < " 40.\1“0" Or conge ol C
brober y in which cage he may be detained for ) '“}‘U“ o
reeeding six months, " ¥ period mot

imprisoned for non.

40. 1t shall
At she not be necesenro ..
Darties or witnesses. CLESSArY 1o administer oaths (o
41, The Me ;
. ember in churpa of Sy
ment, the Apent » W of the Sociyl Service Denart.
(he ,; f’Agt')i.{n(! the ASssistang Agent shal) b.“ Dcp.u(
seneral principles of the Evidence Act, ¢ guided by

Part 1v

Revenue JUR!SDICTI()N

42, Revenue Jurisdiction ; i
any tribal oo nue Juri N cases involving the rie
pazchayu( :?;:\l \'esl 'l]n l!)c Agent, the Assistant igc;lr:\sr:‘t;sl}?f
condition. th yl‘;’ut orised under these rules subject (o lhg
powers nor s ! ¢ Agent shal) be competent (o ¢ is
igher thun (hose of the Board of Rcvcnuctxcrcm
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NOTIIED TRIBAL AREAS RULES

43. The Agent may authorisc an Assistnat Agent to
exercise such of the powers of any Revenue Officer not higher
in rank than that of a First Talugdar, as he may specifyv.

44. The Agent may authorise the Panchayat constituted
under Rule 4 to exercisc such of the powers of a revenue
officer not higher in rank than that of a Tahsildar as he

may specify.

45. The procedure to be followed by the Panchayat shall
be generally on the lines of the procedure prescribed for
Civil cases.

46. An appeal shall lie from the decision of the Pan-
chayat to the Assistant Agent who may either affirm the
decision or try the case de novo or refer it to arbitration.
<

47. An appeal shall lic from the decision of an Assistant
Agent to the Agent.

48. An appeal shall lie to the Member in charge of the
Social Service Department from an original decision of the
Agent. The decision of the Member shall be final and no
appeal or revision shall lie against it.

49. The Member in charge of the Social Service Depart-
ment, the Agent and the Assistant Agent shall be guided by
the spirit but shall not be bound by the letter of the Hyder-
abad Land Revenue Act and they shall follow subject to any
express provisions of these rules the principles of the

Limitation Act.

50. It shall not be necessary to administer oaths to
parties or witnesses.

51. The Member in charge of the Social Service Depart-
ment, the Agent and the Assistant Agent shall be guided by
the general principles of the Evidence Act.

52. If the Agent is of the opinion that it is desirable to
cancel or revise any title in land granted to a non-tribal in

any notified tribal area during a period of one year preceding
the coming into force of the said Regulation, he may recom-
mend its cancellation to Government who may pass such
orders thereon as they may deem fit. If Government order
cancellation of such patta, the Agent may execute such order
by cvicting any person from such land and granting the right
of occupancy to any other person in accordance with the

orders of Government.

53. No land at present cultivated by a tribal or in
respect of which he claims that he has a right to hold it, shall
be sold in execution of any decree or order of any civil or
revenue court whether made before or after the coming into
force of the said Regulation and all sales not finally confirmed
before the date of the enforcement of the said Regulation shall
be cancelled and all such cases shall be transferred to the
Agent for disposal. The Agent shall arrange for the satis-
faction of such decree by fixing reasonable instalments to be
paid by the Judgment debtor and, if this is not convenient, by
giving the land of the judgment debtor in possession of the
decree-holder for such period not exceeding 20 years as he

may deem reasonable for the satisfaction of the decree.

S4. If in the opinion of the Agent it is necessary to
cancel any forest settlement made under the Forest Act, he
may, after consulting the Director of Forests, recommend
such cancellation or revision to Government.

Provided that the agent shall be competent to exclude
land from a reserved forest without such reference to Govern-
ment if the area to be excluded does not exceed 100 acres and
the Divisional Forest Officer concurs with the exclusion,

§5. The Agent shall be competent to recommend to
Government the abolition of Patel and Patwari Watans in any
notified tribal area and the appointment of tribal village
officers in such area. The abolished Watandars shall be
paid such compensation and the appointed tribal village
officcrs shall be paid such remuneration as Government

may dctermine.



Bajaban

Bontha

Chappal
Chauwur

Chitang

Choli

Dandari
Dappu

Dhemsq
Dulaly

Garely
Gedam
Ghumela
Ghusari
Gone
Gulmohuwa

Gummi

Jatara
Jatha

Jatoor

Jodu
Jonesoron

Kadapattilu
Kante

GLOSSARY

A silver ornament worn
around the elbow

Quilt

Footwear

A large whisk made of
yak’s hair resembling
the ceremonial fly-
whisks belonging to the
insignia of Rajas and
used in ritual of worship
of Hindu deities

A narrow gold ornament
worn round the neck

A blouse

A kind of dance

A musical instrument
made of thin membrane
stitched round a wooden
frame and beaten with
two wooden sticks

-'A\‘kind of dance

Wooden beams

A savoury dish

Name of a clan

A kind of dance

A clown

Gunny bag

A tree, the flowers, of

which are consumed by
the tribals as diet

A big bamboo basket used
to store the grain

Fair

Mortar

A stringed musical ins-
trument

Toe rings
A house specially arrang-

ed for the bridegroom’s
party to stay at the
time of marriage in the
bride’s village

Wooden rafters

A silver ornament worn
on the neck

Khade . . A plain silver wrist orna-
ment

Khondawada Cattle pound

Khodi . . A wooden pole

Kova . . Monkey )

Langhoti . . A small strip of cloth

worn in between the legs
to cover the nudity

Mamool or Dumpaﬁ'l/ . Customary payment

Mudde . . Asilver finger ring

Munda . . The central pole in the
marriage booth

Nadipatti . . A silver waist belt worn
by men

Nihari . . Breakfast

Nika or Pat Widow remarriage

Panakam .. Jaggery water
Punjol or thodi A silver anklet
Bride price

Clan

Paring

‘ERter

. FObsequies

A kind of sweetmeat

’ A gold ear ring

Pusti . . A necklace of black beads

worn only by women in
married status

Rengi .. A small wheeled low bul-
lock cart

Rolu . . Grinding stone

Saga . . Pharatry

Sakri . , A silver chain witha heart

shaped pendant hanging
over the chest '

Sale . . Spear-head

Sari . . Bread

Sonivothad The local midwife
Tikalemudde . Silver finger ring

Tipun . . Sowing plough with coulters
Vota . . A raised mud platform

Wakur . . Broad plough
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ABOUT THIS

MONOGRAPH

\  Bhurmir is a small village préedominantly inhablited
by Gonds, a Scheduled Trtbe prominent in Adilabad
District, a bome for many aboriginals in Andhra
Pradesh.

Gonds and Pradhans continue to be of fascinating
interests to antiropologists. Prof. C.v. F. Haimen-
dorf, @ renowncd Anthropologist, had made a ploneer
study of these people and instituted several develop-
mental measures. This study throws light on the
changing pattern in thelr soclo-economic life since
then.

A special :tudy is presented In this monograph
about the Keslagur fair which is influencing the socio-
cultural life of these tribes in relation to the economic
growth around, ’




