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Srikakulam Pathapatnam
Parvathipuram
Bobbili
Srikakulam
Visakhapatnam Srungavarapukota
Paderu
Chintapalle
East Godavari Yellavaram
Razole
West Godavari  Kovvur
Polavaram
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Karimnagar Manthanij
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Kallata

Kalliti

Lakkaguda

Kannapudoravalasa

Gadabavalasa, hamlet
of Gumma

Karada

Mofusbandar

Kondibaj
Gandhat
Lamthampadu?
Annavaramj
Makavarain
Jerrelat
Kondupalle
Kovilapalem
Pasarlapudilankaj

Unagatla*}

Puliramudugudem
Gudivakalanka

Maredumaka
Malkapuram

Ayyavaripalle
Yelamanchipadu
Devaravemuru
Reftamalat

Palyampalle
Thettupalle, hamlet
of Neltimanda

Panchalamarri
Gangireddipalle

P. Sugamanchipalle
Bhairavanitippa

Mantsala
(Mantralayam)
Byrlutigudem};

Peddamangalaram

Sivanapar
Habshipur
Banjepalle
Pocharam
Kotha Arm ur}

Bhurnurt
Vemayakunta
Laindigudat
Malkepalle
Kishtaraopet
Mattewada:
Tallasingaram
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Brief details of what the village represents
6

Kapu Savaras—A Scheduled Tribe
Savaras—A Scheduled Tribe
Jatapus—A Scheduled Tribe

A village in jute growing area
Gadabas—A Scheduled Tribe

A Bobbili Samsthanam village
A fishermen’s village

Dombs—A Scheduled Caste )

Konda Dhoras—A Scheduled Tribe
Kondhs—A Scheduled Tribe
Samanthus—A Tribe .
Kammaras alias Ojas—A Scheduled Tribe
Bagatas—A Scheduled Tribe

Koya Dhoras—A Tribe )
Konda Reddis—A Scheduled Tribe
A typical East Godavari delta village

: ¢
A dry agricultural viilage surveyed in 1917 & ;?:grgz.ﬁk
Department of Economics, Umversny off he people
study of the progress made in the life of the p
during 1936-62 is done
Koyas—A Scheduled Tribe
A settled village in Kolleru lake bed area

A settled Krishna delta village
A typical tobacco growing village

A sheep and cattle rearin]g \{illllagc

A settled wet agricultural village

Several Workcrsgin mica industry reside in this wll:griscnls

Noted for boat building' industry. It also rep
Yenadis, a Scheduled Tribe

Lambadis—A Scheduled Tribe _

A village surveyed in 1916 by the Departmcthf Eggrr;(s)s
mics, University of Madras. A study of t edgnc
made in the life of the pcople during 1916-62 is

A village depending on tank and well irrigation

A sheep and cattle rearing village

Noted for Cuddapah slabs

. . [
A dry village changing to wet cultivation under th
Bhairavanitippa project

A place of religious importance

Chenchus—A Scheduled Tribe

Economy dependant on the supply of vegetables to
Hyderabad city

Tanning industry
Handloom industry

An agricultural village on the bank of Nizam Sz}%_z:;:?g:
An agricultural village noted for sugarcane ]f‘!l lm Sagar
n agricultural viliage partly irrigated by Niza adegin
Canal. A comparative study of the P’°gr“§9’6“2 with
the life of the people between 1929 & de by Sri
reference to the economic investigations made by
S. Kesava fyengar is done

Gonds & Pradhans—Scheduled Tribes
Mathuras—A Tribe

Kolams--A Scheduled Tribe
Thotis—A Scheduled Tribe

Naikpods—A Scheduled Tribe
Koyas—A Scheduled Tribe
A toddy tappers’ village

tPresent Monograph.

tMonographs so far published.
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FOREIIITORD

Apart from laying the foundations of demography in this subcontinent, a hundred
years of the Indian Census has also produced ‘elaborate and scholarly accounts of the
varicgated phencmena of Indian life—sometimes with no statistics attached, but usually
with just enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to their conclusions.” In a country,
largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical comprehension of even such asimple thing as
age was liable to be inaccurate, an understanding of the social structure was essential. It was
more necessary to attain a broad understanding of what was happening around oneself than
to wrap oneself up in ‘statistical ingenuity’ or ‘mathematical manipulation’. This explains why
the Indian Census came to be interested in ‘many by paths’ and ‘nearly every branch of
scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography and religion’.

In the last few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the
presentation of village statistics. This suits the temper of the times as well as our political and
cconomic structure. For even as we have a great dcal of centralisation on the one hand and
decentralisation on the other, my colleagues thought it would be a welcome continuation of
the Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones of village statistics wiih flesh-and-blood
accounts of social structure and social change. It was accordingly decided to select a few
villages in every State for special study, where personal observation would be brought to bear
on the interpretation of statistics to find out how much of a village was static and yet
changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and from where.

Randomness of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no intention to build
up a picture for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis of villages selected
statistically at random. The selection was avowedly purposive : the object being as much to
find out what was happening and how fast to those villages which had fewer reasons to
choose change and more to remain lodged in the past as to discover how the more ‘normal’
types of villages were changing. They were to be primarily type studies which, by virtue of
their number and distribution, would also give the reader a ‘feel’ of what was going on and
some kind of a map of the country.

A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A minimum of
thirty-five villages was to be chosen with great care to represent adequately geographical,
occupational and even ethnic diversity. Of this minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was
to be as follows:

(a) Atleast eight villages were to be so selected that each of them would contain
one dominant community with one predominating occupation, e.g., fishcrmen, forest workers,
Jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, salt-makers, quarry workers, etc. A village should have
a minimum population of 400, the optimum being between 50¢ and 700.

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes of
the State. Each village could represent a particular tribe. The minimum population should
be 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.

(c) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and seitled
character and contain variegated occupations and be, if possible, multi-ethnic in composivion.
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By fais size was meant a population of 590 -7J0 persons or more. The village should mainly
depend on agriculture and be saTiciently away from the major sources of modern
communication such as the district administrative headquarters and business centres. It should
he roughly a day's journey from the above places. The villages were to be selected with an
eye to variation in terms of size, proximity to city and other means of modern communication,
nearness to hills, jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be a regional distribution
throughout the State of this category of villages. If, however, a particular district
contained significant ecological variations within its area, more than one village in the district
might be sclected to study the special adjustments to them.

It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly outgrew their original
terms of reference, as my colleagues warmed up to their work. This proved for them an
absorbing voyage of discovery and their infectious enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the
inquiry’s scope again and again. It was just as well cautiously to feel one’s way about at first
and then venture further afleld, and although it accounts to some cxtent for a certain
unevenness in the quality and coverage of the monographs, it served to compensate the .purc.ly
honorary and extra-mural rigours of the task. For, the survey, along with its many ancillaries
like the survey of fairs and festivals, of small and rural industry and others, was an ‘extra’,
over and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census.

It might be of interest to rccount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged its
scopz. At the first Census Conference in September 1959 the Survey set itself the task of
what might be called a record in situ of material traits, like settlement patterns of the village;
house types; diet; dress, ornaments and footwear; furniture and storing vesscls; common
means of transport of goods and passengers; domestication of animals and birds; markets
attended; worship of deitics, festivals and fairs. There were to be recordings, of course, of
cultural z}nd social traits and occupational mobility. This was followed up in March 1960 by
two specimen schedules, one for each household, the other for the village as a whole, which,
gpart from spclling out the mode of inquiry, suggested in the September 1959 conference,
mtroduged groups of questions aimed at sensing changes in attitude and behaviour in such fields
as mal‘l‘lgge,.inheritance, movable and immovable property, industry, indebt=dness, education,
commumtyhfe and collective activity, social disabilities, forums of appeal over disputes, village
leadership, al}d’organisation of cultural life. It was now plainly the intention to provide
udcqu.zuc statistical support to empirical ‘fecl’, to approach qualitative change through
slugshlcal quz_mtitics. It had been diflicult to give thought 1o the importance of “just enough
statistics to give empirical underpinning to conclusions’, at a timec when my colleagues were
straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main Census operations, but once the
census count itself was left behind in March 1961, a series of three regional seminars in
Irivandrum (May 1961), Darjecling and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their attention to this
field and the 1mport.ance of tracing social change through a number of well-devised statistical
tables was once again recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh survey of villages alrcady
done; but it was worth the trouble in view of the possibilities that a close analysis of statistics
offered, and also because the ‘consanguinity’ schedule remained to be canvassed. By
November }961 , however, more was expected of these surveys than ever before. There was
dissatisfaction on the one hand with too many general statements and a growing desire on the
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other to draw conclusions from statistics, to regard social and economic data as 1nterrelated
processes, and finally to examine the social and economic processes set in motion through
land reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, technological and
cultural change. Finally, a study camp was organised in the last week of December 1961
when the whole field was carefully gone through over again and a programme worked out
closely knitting the various aims of the Survey together. The Social Studies Section of the
Censu§ Commission rendered assistance to State Superintendents by way of scrutiny and
Technical comment on the frame of Survey and presentation of results.

. This gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prevented my colleagues from
adopting as many villages as they had originally intended to. But I believe that what may
have been lost in quantity has been more than made up for in quality. This is, perhaps, for
the first time that such a Survey has been conducted In any country, and that purely asa
labour of love. Tt has succeeded in attaining what it set out to achieve : to construct a map
of village India’s social structure. One hopes that the volumes of this Survey will help to
retain for the Indian Census its title to ‘the most fruitful single source of information about
the country’. Apart from other features, it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has set
up a new Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation. The schedules finally

adopted for this monograph have been printed in Appendix HI to Kotha Armur village mono-
graph (SI. No. 39).

NEW DELHI.
July 30, 1964.

ASOK MITRA,

Registrar General, India



P REFACE

In the Foreword, the Registrar General, India has kindly explained the scope and philosophy of the
Village Surveys taken up as one of the important ancillary studies to the 1961 Census.

In this state 46 villages were selected for the survey, of which 9 villages fell under the category
of villages each with one dominant community with one predominant occupation, 21 villages representing
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes (17 villages with Scheduled Tribes, 3 villages with Tribes not Sche-
duled, viz, Samanthus, Koya Dhoras and Mathuras, and 1 village with a Scheduled Caste, Dombs) and
16 villages were villages of fair size of an old and well settled character containing variegated occupations
and multi-ethnic in composition. The village Laindiguda (No. 42 in the State Map before the Inner Title
page gives the location of the village) covered by the present monograph falls under the second category, re-
presenting the Scheduled Tribe, Kolams.

The selection of the villages of the optimum population size of 500 and also satisfying all
other criteria, such as to be at a distance of a day’s travel from the taluk headquarters and so on, was none
too easy. Several villages selected had to be of a much larger size than prescribed as otherwise it was
difficult to choose a village to satisfy the main purpose for which the village was sclected for survey.
Similarly some interior tribal villages that were selected were necessarily smaller than the optimum popu-
lation size prescribed. The villages were selected carefully having an eye on regional distribution and
ecological variation, but it has not always been possible to select villages so remote as to be a day’s journey
from important centres of communication or administrative headquarters of a district. With the developed
communications and the fast means of transport it was somewhat difficult to locate all villages uninfluenced
by developmental activities. There were, of course, some villages, particularly in the Agency tract which
took not one day but several days to reach from the district headquarters. All the same, it is expected that
the villages now selected truly represent a cross-section of the rural population of the State.

In this State, we started off with our Village Surveysaccording to the original scheme of things,
under which it was expected that one Investigator should be able to cover a village in about a weck or
10 days’ time. Naturally a very simple skeleton schedule was adopted under which mainly the soctal and
religious customs and habits were studied in a gencral sort of way. We covered quite a few villages under this
old scheme and the present village of Laindiguda covered by this monograph was one such village surveyed in
1961 itself canvassing this old skeleton schedules, a set of which is given as Appendix II to the Monograph
No. 45, Mattewada village. As explained in the Foreword, the scope of the survey went on expanding and
uiti mately on the basis of the conclusions arrived at the Study Camp held in New Delhi in December 1961, a
very detailcd set of Village Survey Schedules was drawn up. When we started canvassing this formidable
set of schedules, we found that an Investigator was not able to cover more than one household per day. The
progress was painfully slow. Even putting extra Investigators, it took several weeks to cover a village
completely. As several villages had already been covered by the time the scope of Survey was enlarged we
were able to cover only a limited number of villages canvassing this set of larger schedules which is given as
Appendix II to the Monograph No. 39 Kotha Armur village. An attempt, however, was m:de to resurvey
a few of the villages already covered so as to bring them under the new method. Fortunately, Laindiguda
is one such resurveyed village. But the limiiation of time made it difficult to resurvey all the rest as proposed.
Therefore, the village survey monographs presented for this State will show two distinct patterns—one as covered
under the old method and the other under the new expanded method giving very much more detailed
statistical information.

Certain limitations to our efforts to achieve this ambitious task may have to be recognised.
While the Investigators who were put on the job of canvassing the schedules were not specialists in any
particular field, they were carefully chosen for their academic qualifications, experience in Community
Development Organisation or their ability and aptitude to move closely with the rural and tribal-fclk, to
find out facts and record truthfully the first hand information. It is open to the specialists in a particular
ficld to scan the material presented here and formulate their own hypotheses for further refined investigation,
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The present monograph deals with Laindiguda, a tribal village in the pathless jungles of Utnur Taluk
of Adilabad District. It is predominantly inhabited by Kolams, a Scheduled Tribe. Besides Kolams,
Gonds (S.T.), Lohar and Muslims are also found in this village. The two tribes are practising scttled
agriculture leaving behind their traditional occupation, kondupodu. Both the tribals have got their own
dialects and they also speak Tclugu fluently, With the introduction of Panchayati Raj, old systems are
giving place to ncw systems. Kolams arc a conservative type of people and it is very difficult to chang®

them. The study of Laindiguda village brings out a significant fact that tribals are not individualistic as tha

of plains; inter and intra-tribal relations arc still playing an important role in the lives of the people.

This village was first surveyed by Sarvasri V., D. Chary and A. R. K. Murthy in April 1961.
Latcr in May 1964 this village was resurveyed by canvassing the enlarged schedule by Sarvasri V. D, Chary,
M. V. S. Rai and Ch. Purnachandra Rao, Economic Investigators of my office. First draft of the report
was prepared by Sri V. D. Chary. The shaping of the report was attended to by an efficient team of my
office led by the Tabulation Officer, Sri P. Pattayya and the Statistical-cum-Research Assistant, Sii G Pra.kaSh
Reddy, under the able supervision and guidance of the Decputy Superintendent of Census Operqthﬂsi
Sri K. V. N. Gowd. The preparation of Tables was supervised by Sri A. Chandrasekhara Reddy, Statistica
Assistant, The credit for line drawings, maps, etc., goes to Sri M. Krishna Swamy, the Artist. The printing
was supervised by Sri S. K. V. Gupta, Scnior Proof Reader.

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR,

Superintendent of Census Operations,
Andhra Pradesh
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Chapter |
THE VILLAGE

Introduction

B Lying on 19°-23'-26" north latitude and 78°-55'-
30" east longitude, Laindiguda is a village in Utnur
Taluk of Adilabad District. The unique character
Of. the Utnur Taluk in the cultural milieu of Adilabad
Dl'SlriCt in particular and Hyderabad in general is
e\{1dent from the presence of numerous and different
tribals like Kolams, Gonds and Pradhans in that
area.  Utnur with its pathless jungles was taken as
their abode by many a tribal at a stage when they
were simple food gatherers. Kolams were one of
the original residents of this taluk. They are

however not as numerous as their fellow tribals,
the Gonds,

2. The village Laindiguda is selected under
th§ category of villages representing a Scheduled
Tribe, namely, the Kolams. This village, predomi-
nantly inhabited by Kolams, can very well be taken
as the central point for 12 to 14 Kolam villages
located within a radius of 6 to 8 miles. The study
Oft a tribe without reference to its cultural history
will have little meaning. The cultural practices
flnd the mode of living of the tribals are inextricably
Interwoven and any attempt to separate them
would result in mutilating the different parts in an
Integrated whole. An attempt has been made in the
present monograph to present the social, cultural
and economic life of the tribal population of
Laindiguda village. )

3. Laindiguda, a settlement of Kolams is
Sur'rounded by thick forests and forest clad hillocks.
This village is divided into two distinct parts with
a distance of half a mile in between, which are
clo:e,ely related to each other. The first settlement
_Whlch is wholly inhabited by the Kolam households
Is known as Laindiguda while the other inhabited
by Kolams (S. T.*), Gonds (S. T.), Muslims and a
Lohar (Kammara) is known as Gowriguda. The
latt:er, located on an elevated place (on the top of
a hill), affords a panoramic view of the wild nature,
While the main village, Laindiguda is situated at
the foot of the hill. ’

—
*S.T. = Scheduled Tribe

Location

4. The modern amenities like roads, post office,
etc., are yet to be established in this settlement.
This is one of the far flung pockets of the aborigi-
nals to which the influence of modern civilisation
hap* not yet fully penetrated. This village is
situated at a distance of 18 miles to the east of the
taluk headquarters connected by a meandering cart
track and about 30 miles by a circuitous way but
served by a road under construction upto Jainur
village. The district headquarters, Adilabad is about
40 miles to the north of the village. From Adilabad
to reach the village, one has to touch the taluk
headquarters.  The first route though difficult is
the nearest and is to be covered only by walk or
by a peculiar small wheeled low bullock cart of the
region known as rengi passing through the dense
forests and hills. The route being infested with
wild animals is however not generally favoured by
the strangers. The second route, thoeugh circuitous,
is considered safe. After alighting at Gadihatnur
on the Hyderabad - Nagpur National Highway on
which deluxe buses ply regularly from Hyderabad to
Adilabad, one has to proceed to Utnur by the buses
of the R, T. C. All the buses bound to Utnur
either from Nirmal—another taluk headquarters or
from Adilabad pass through Gadihatnur. The
metalled road to Utnur branches off from .he
Hyderabad-Nagpur (via Adilabad) National High-
way at 170th milestone. A road to Asifabad
branching off from the Utnur-Gadihatnur road at
about the 4th milestone from Utnur is under cons-
truction. Hasnapur at a distance of 12 miles and
Jainur 18 miles away are two of the villages on
this route under formation, though at present the
road Transport Corporation operated buses ply
from Utnur upto Hasnapur only. After alighting
at Hasnapur, one has to cover a distance of 6 miles
by walk or cart to reach Jainur from where Laindi-
guda is another 3 miles away to the north. The
village is bounded by the villages Jainur in the
south, Gudamamada in the north, Daboli in the
east and Ushegaon in the west (Map D.
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5. The entire taluk of Utnur is covered by
the Utnur Panchayat Samithi. The village Laindi-
gudu falls in the Marlavai Revenue Firka. The
headquarters of the Village Level Worker is also
at Marlavai who seldom stays there. This village
comes under the Daboli Panchayat group. The
nearest hospital and post office are at Utnur and
the nearest railway station is Adilabad which is the
terminus of the metre gauge line that branches off
at Mudkhed Junction on the main line of Hyder-
abad-Manmad metre gauge section of the Central
Railway. There are no telegraphic facilities even
at the taluk headquarters and the people of this
taluk are forced to depend on Adilabad for these
facilities. At present, the postal authorities at
Utnur are accepting telegrams which are dispatched
by post to Adilabad. The mobile medical unit
attached to the Panchayat Samithi, Utnur is the
only nearest medical centre which renders medical
assistance.  Buildings of the Primary Health Centre
are under construction at Jainur and in a couple
of months the dispensary starts functioning here,
When the Health Centre is opened, it forms the
nearest place of medical assistance to the tribals
living in the interior parts of this taluk. Except
the primary school run by the Social Welfare
Department, there are no other public institutions.
The village has neither industrial significance nor
commercial importance.

Physical aspccts

6. The soil of this region is black cotton.
There are about 14 settlements o~ Kolams encircl-
ing Laindiguda like a ring. As mentioned earlier,
the village Lnindiguda is divided into two distinct
habitation areas. Some four decades ago one
Kolam housechold came and settled at Laindiguda
. and later many Kolam families and other communi-
ties migrated from the ncighbouring villages and
settled.  When they gave up podu cultivation, they
acquired flat lands by felling the forest near the
preser:t habitation area of Gowri. Those who
acquired lands nearer to this habitation area have
shifted from Laindiguda to Gowri.

Flora and fauna

7. A decade back there was quite an ex-
tensive forest around the village. But today, there
is a considerable decline in the forest area due to
rapid deforestation. Numerous are the varieties
of trees found in this forest, Of the innumer-

able varieties of trees the follow

ing are commonl
found. y

(
(2)  Ippa (bassia longifolia)

) Teku (tectona grandis)

() Nalla maddi (terminalia tomentosa)
(4)  Tellamaddi (terminalia arjuna)

(5) Kodisa \
(6)  Tirman ll
(1) Andugu ‘
(8) Medi JI
(%)  Cheronji (buchnania latifolia)

Varieties of trees (Botanijcal
Names not available).

8. As regards the fauna, the forest is in-
fe§ted with wild animals such as cheetahs, tigers,
wild boars, deers, sambars, wild goats and wild

buffaloes and birds like peacocks, parrots, pigeons
and sparrows, etc.

Climate

9. The climate of Adilabad in general and
Utnur in particular is considered to be not conge-

‘nial. Al the seasons are found in extreme. The

heat during the months of April and May is unbear-
able. The monsoon sets in the month of Junpe.
Rainfall is caused by south-west and north-east
monsoons. It is not uncommon to find crops
getting damaged due 10 excessive rains.,

Size

10, According to 196} Census, there were
39 households with 193 persons.  But at the time
of survey during May 1964, there were 40 house-
holds with a population of 2723 persons.  Thuys
there is an increasc of one household and 30 persons
in the population within 2 period of three years
The average size of the household s about 5-5’}
persons.  The total area of (he village is 1,836.80

f population is about ¢4
persons per square mile,

Residential pattern

‘ H. The residentia) pattern in both the
h:\bltalion areas is neither regular nor planned.
szxndiguda, the main village, the hoyses are .in a
c1rcul§r wav with an opcnyard ‘n the middle I:
Gowri, the hamlet, the houses are constructe;i o
either side of the road. The houseg of the Kola .
are on low level while those of the Gonds are op I:s
elevated place. The houses of the Muslims arn
very near to the houses of Gonds. The housese

>

-
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though constructed in a haphazard way, are broadly
speaking, clustered on a commumt_y basis. The
houses of the people of other ethnic groups are
built outside the settlement of Kolams which is
clearly demarcated by the four stones in four corners
of the Kolam settlement (Map III). And .no.other
ethnic group is allowed to build a house within the
limits of a Kolam habitation area. These four stones
are considered to be the guarding stones of their ha-
bitation area. While fixing these stones, some kind of
leaf is kept in the pit and a buffalo is sacrificed to
the guarding stones. Once in a year they worship
these stones by sacrificing a buffalo.

Places of worship

12. Theidol of Hanuman is seen at the
entrance to the hamlet, Gowri. Except the village
deities and theidol of Bheemana pen (deity or Ayak
towards the south of Gowri which is housed in a
thatched hut, no other important places of worship
are there in this village. There are no historical
monuments either in the village or anywhere in the
vicinity.

Crematorium

13. No separate cremation or burial ground is
earmarked as such. The inhabitants of Fhe Gowri
hamlet, irrespective of caste and community bury or
cremate their dead in the nearby forest towards

north of the village while those of Laindiguda bury
or cremate the dead in the forest towards the east

of the habitation.

Source of water

14. 1In Laindiguda, the main village, the
people get water from a small pit, dug in the hi.H
stream that runs on the north of thc? v1‘llag.e. ”_rh}s
source of water supply is not hygienic since it is
polluted by the cattle of the village as muc.h as by
the residents of the village who wash their dirty
linen in this perennial water source.

15. In this aspect the hamlet Gowri is bettf:r
placed as it has a well on the banks of the hl}l
stream in the east, from where all the peoplev of th!s
hamlet fetch water for drinking. Though it is a bit
far, water is available in plenty in all the. seasons,
A drinking water well was under constructlop in the
village itself at the time of resurvey. After its com-
pletion, it will satisfy the long .felt need of the people
for a hygienic source of drinking water.

Markets
16. There are no marketing facilities any-
where around the village for marketing their produce.

~

Once in a year after harvest, the viliagers visit
Adilabad, the nearest marketing place for marketing
the cotton they grow. They get most of their re-
quirements from the weekly shandies held every Fri-
day a. Sirpur, six miles away from this village or on
Saturdays from Jainur which is 2 miles away. Gene-
rally the villagers visit both these places according
to their convenience.

History of the village

17.  Asthe Kolams are the podu cultivators
for generations, they often select a steep hill side for
their settlement which is suitable for their cultiva-
tion. All the inhabitants including people of other
communities are immigrants from the neighbouring
villages. A few decades ago one or two Kolam fami-
lies came and settled at Laindiguda as they found
it convenient for hill slope cultivation. The word
laindi means ‘eugenia jambolane’ (neredu) in Kolami
language, which is commonly found on the banks of
the hill streams. It seams that there was a wild
growth of this eugenia jambolane trees on the banks
of the nearby hill stream which is known as lanka
and thus the settlement came to be named as Laindi-
guda. Even today a few neredu trees are found
near this hill stream. As days rolled on, a few more
families of Kolams immigrated to this place and
settled. Then some families moved away to the pre-
sent habitation area of Gowri for the hill slope cul-
tivation. Here also the first scttler is a Kolam who
found the Gowripur (boundary deity) near the hillock
on the eastern side which is also known as Gowri-
gutta and he named this habitation after the deity,
as Gowri. Even today both Kolams and Gonds
worship this deity for Dasara festival by sacrificing a
goat.

Settlement history

18. Table 80 clearly gives the details of settle-
ment history of the present households in Laindi-
guda village, Of the 40 households, 5 (one Gond+4
Kolams) have reported to have immigrated 2 to 3
generations back, while 10 households of Kolams
have immigrated one generation back only. The
remaining 25 households have come duringthe pre-
sent generation. Of them, 7 households belong to
Gonds, one household to Kammara (Lohar), 13
households to Kolams and the remaining 4 house-
holds to the Muslims. The original and the first
settlers of the village Laindiguda are Kolams. Ajj
the others had immigrated to this village only after
them.



Chapter 11
THE PEPOLE AND THEIR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT

Ethnic composition

The ethnic composition of the village is
divided into two tribes, one caste and the Muslim
community. According to 1951 Census, there were
29 households with a population of 171. During
the resurvey in May 1964, there were 40 households
with a population of 223 comprising 110 males

and 113 females. An increase of 52 persons has
thus been registered in the total population within
a span of 14 years. The increase in the population
is attributed not only to high birth rate but also to
the large scale immigration from the surrounding
villages. The number of households in each ethnic
group together with their population is given
below :

STATEMENT 1
POPULATION BY SEX, CASTE/TRIBE/COMMUNITY AND HOUSEHOLDS

Name of .
S. No.  Caste/Tribe/Community

1) @
1 Kolams (5.T)
2 Gonds (S.T.)
3 Kammari (Lohar)
4 Muslim

Total

2. A brief discription of each.of the commu-
nities inhabiting the village, is given in the following
pages. /

Kolams

3. The Kolams are a minority Tribe in Adil-
abad District. They are.mostly found in the .taluks
of Utnur, Boath, Adilabad, Chinnur, Asifabad
and Sirpur of this District, The Kolams call
themselves as Kolawars while the Gonds call them
as Pujaris. In Telugu they are called.as Mannevarlu
and in Urdu as Kolams. The hlstO{y and the
origin of Kolams is shrouded in obscurity. There
is a mythological story popular among Kolams

accounting for their origin.

4, The general presumption th.:n lies at the
bottom of all such mythological narrations of most
tribes is that, they were the first-born on the universe.
It is true in the case of Kolams t00.

5. There were Jalaguru and Girijaguru.
Jalaguru had one son by name Bhagwan and. t.Yvo
daughters called Gandhari anquthmla. Girija-
guru had a daughter called Parvathi who later on
was married to Bhagwan, the son of Jalgguru.
The two daughters of Jalaguru, Gandhari and

No. of house-
holds Males Females Total
3) 4) %) ©)
27 70 71 141
8 27 25 52
1 5 6
4 12 12 24
40 110 113 ~ 223

Kothmia soon came of age and were married to
Dhrutharastra and Pandu Raju respectively. Bhag-
wan once set out on a world tour. During his
travels, he called on his sisters, Gandhari and
Kothmia. When he came to his sister’s house,
Kothmia was out for fetching water. When, after
mutual enquiries, Bhagwan expressed his desire to
continue his travel, Gandhari expressed her anxiety
about their future in Kaliyuga. Bhagwan, realising
his sister’s anxiety, took out 21 grains of rice from
his pocket and gavé them to Gandhari instructing
her to share them equally with her sister Kothmia.
The evil minded Gandhari decided to have all the
21 grains for herself and took them. Kothmia
returned with a pot of water and was told that her
brother Bhagwan had come. Then Kothmia be-
came impatient and asked her sister why he had
gone so soon and enquired whether he had given
them anything. Gandhari replied that nothing
had been given to her. Hearing these words, she
grew still more impatient and ran in search of her
brother Bhagwan whom she met on the way. She
requested him to show them a way of life. Then
Bhagwan, without. disclosing the gift he had given
to Gandhari, took out 5 grains of rice from his
pocket and gave them to Kothmia and asked her
to take them with a pint of water and proceeded
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on his journey.  Neither Gandhari nor Kothmia
revealed to each other the nature of gifts received
from their brother. Days and months rolled on
and the two sisters gave birth to sons. Gandhari
gave birth to 21 sons while Kothmia to 5 sons
only according to the rice grains they had taken.

6. Incidentally, Gandhari finds mention in
the Indian epic of Mahabharata in which she is
referred to as a gem of a qucen whereas the Gand-
hari of this Kolam story behaves quite unlike the
character attributed to her in the great epic. Again
Bheema according to the epic was the second
son and Sahadev the last of the five sons while
Arjuna was the third. But according to the Kolams,
Kothmia, who is in ail probability Kunthi (mother
of Pandavas) of Mahabharata, gave birth, first to
four sons, Dharmaraju, Nakula, Sahadev and
Arjuna. Bheema is considered by Kolams to have
been born after his four brothers. According to
them Karna was born to Kothmia before her
marriage from her kanakhustal (car).

7. To continue the narrative, Bhagwan decid-
ed to enthrone one of the sons of his two sisters.
To test their powers and to find out who should be
crowned as a king, He called the assembly of Gods
and arranged (1) Hassilakna gadha or a gadha (mace)
weighing 10 lakhs of maunds, (2) Nou lakna pher or
a belt of bells weighing 9 lakhs of maunds and (3)
thees lakna navari or anklets weighing 30 lakh
maunds, and made it a condition that whoever
lifts these three at a time would be coronated. To
this test, both Pandavas snd 2! sons of Gandhari
were invited as participants. Twenty-one sons of
Gandhari came first. Later came only four Panda-

vas leaving Bheema behind at home who at that .

time was ailing. Unable to resist the temptation,
Bheema came as an invisible man so that he might
not be noticed and sat on the axle of the chariot
on which the four brothers drove. The four
Pandavas rcached the assembly hall and paid their
respects to their mama {maternal uncle) Bhagwan.
Then started the trial of their prowess. All the 21
sons of Gandhari and 4 Pandavas tried to lift them
but in vain. Then Bheema mde his appearance to
the surprize of all and lifted all the weights with
ease. Bhigwan was very much pleased and took
him into his lap. The 21 sons of Gandhari were
however so bitterly jealous that they felt as if the
ground beneath their feet had slipped out. Thus
Pandavas with the newly acquired gifts of weights
came to a town called Varunavathi. After propi-
tiating the Gods, Bheema, wearing all these, set
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outon a tour round the world. Having traversed
the whole distance in three strides, he kept them in
a hut ; the anklets and belts in a pot with the gadha
beside it. Even to this day they keep all the three
in a hut and in the manner described above, which
is their main deity known as Bheemana pen.

8. Dharmaraju, the eldest of the Pandavas,
was enthroned. Bheema took to podu cultivation
which had later come to be adopted by the Kolams.
After preparing the hill slopes with a hoe and a stick
(which later became the principal agricultural
implements of the Kolams) he went to his cousin
prothers, the sons of Gandhari for seeds. The
Jealous brothers and Ghandari gave him roasted
seeds thinking that they would not sprout up and
thus can foil the attempts of Bheema. Bheema
was not a dull-witted fellow ; he soon realised that
the sceds were lifeless, and ate the roasted seeds
and sowed the chaff, which miraculously sprouted
and was harvested later.  Gandhari and her sons
were anxious to know whether their scheme was
successful or not.  When they found the good
harvest, they had to rub their eyes with wonder,
They began to plan for the physical elimination of
Pandavas. They hit upon a plan,
was built 1n which they wanted (o
Pandavas. Pandavas were accordingly invited to
the lac house. But Bheema very soon realised the
evil designs of the Dhartharastruly (sons of Dhruy-
tharastra). He took five maredukayalu (fruits ofaegle
mormelos) with him. The Pandavas were kept in lac
house and the house was set on fire.
Bheema, while the whole house was slowly being
consumed by fire, broke five maredukayalu one after
another just to give an impression that all the Panda-
vas died one after the other (the sound produced out of
that was taken by the 21 brothers to be the breaking
of the heads of the Pandavas). Bheema struck his
heavy gadha against the ground and the Mother
Eart.h gave way, through which the Pandavas escap-
ed into woods. They lived in ihe woods for about
6 years subsisting mainly on wild roots and fruits,

A lac house
give a banquet to

The clever

9. There was one Raja called Drupada and
he had a daughter known as Draupadi who had
come of age, Drupada Raja  announced the
marriage of his daughter but he put one condition
that whoever shows his skill of archery by shooting
a fish seeing its shadow in the plate of water below
would win the hand of his daughter in marriage,

10.  Princes from ali corners came as contes-
tants. Pandavas in the guise of Brahmins also

THE PEPOLE AND THEIR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT 7

went to the Court of Drupada Raja. All but Arj-
una failed in their attempts. Arjuna won the hand
of Draupadi. Pandavas returned to the forest
along with Draupadi. They told their mother
Kothmia that they had brought a fruit for her.
Kothmia advised her sons to share it equally among
themselves. Thus Draupadi became the wife of
the five Pandava Brothers. After leading a
strenuous life for about 6 years, they came back to
tneir town, Varunavathi. The 21 brothers came to
know of their arrival and once again revived
their old jealousy. This time they took counsel of
Sakuni, the evil genius of the Court. Sakuni suggest-
ed juwa or judam or chess of which Dharmaraja
was a great lover. They thought that this can be
the last nail in their coffin. They invited Dhar-
maraja to the game in which he lost his property,
his brothers and his wife Draupadi too. Not
content with this, the sons of Gandhari tried to put
Draupadi to utter shame by stripping off her clothes.
The Pandavas had to leave the Kingdom and live
in forests for 12 ycars. Pandavas, leaving Drau-
padi behind, left the country. The grief-stricken
Draupadi went in search of her beloved Pandavas.
On her way she met a pcacock whom she asked
whether she could throw any light on the where-
abouts of her husbands, the Pandavas. The peacock
feigned her ignorance, On this Draupgdi grew
angry and cursed the peacock saying that it (pca-
cock) would conceive a child without mating.

11. She left the peacock and continued her
journey. On her way she came across a banyan
tree. Draupadi requested the tree to tell her the
way the Pandavas had gone. The banyan tree
gave the same answer asthe peacock. This incen-
sed Draupadi, who in her wrath cursed the tree to
bear fruits without flowers. (The common observa-
tion of the banyan tree shows that it bears fruits
without flowers). She continued her search till she
saw the Pandavas at a distance. She assumed the
shape of a cucumber and went rolling on to Dhar-
ma Raja. The cucumber was shining with gre?t
brilliance and attracted the eye of Dharmaraja
who took it into his hands. Draupadi assumed
her human form and thus was taken back by t}Te
Pandavas. (The reason for doing so, it is. said, is
that Draupadi feared that Pan'davas might shun
her presence if she would come in humar.x form).
The Pandavas with their wife, Draupadi at lz}st
reached a village and became guests .of a Br?hmm.
In that village the people were In the grip of a
great fear of being devoured by a demon called

Bakasura. To escape the wrath of that Fakasura,
the villagers had promised that they would send 2
buffaloes and a cart load of food for his daily meal.
The Brahmin’s turn came, Then Bheema said that
he would meet the rakshasa (demon) by taking the
food and buffaloes. The Brahmin implored Bheema
not to go, but he went and fought the rakshasa and
killed him. Thus Bheema set the people free from
the rakshasa. The promised period of exile came
to an end and the Pandavas returned to their
place Varunavathi. They approached the 21 bLro-
thers (sons of Gandhari) and requested them to
give back their share of the Kingdom. The greedy
brothers refused their request bluntly. Pandavas
were determined to take away their share by wag-
ing a war. Thus the way for the great epic battle
of Kurukshetra was paved. The war resulted in
the total annihilation of the Kingdom. Pandavas
were left as rulers of a depopulated country.
Bheema then appcaled to Bhagwan to create
people so that their country would become populous
and prospcrous again. Bhagwan made two dolls—
one male and one female and infused life into them.
Thus two human beings were created, but as brother
and sister. Bhagwan sent the two (brother and sister)
into.a room which, in Kolami is called koli where
they remained for few days. The reason for doing
so was perhaps that Bhagwan intended to see the
reaction of one to the other which would pave the
way for future procreation. As expected, the two
people came out and declared that they were no
more brother and sister and instead they were man
and woman. Later they were blessed with 4 sons
and four daughters. This gives us a clue to the
etymology of the word Kolawar. [Itis said that
they were called Kolams or Kolawars from the day
the sister and brother were sent into koli or room.
(Kolawar means people who emerged out of a koli
or room). Out of the four sons, one was called
Devar or Delak (the priest) and the other Naikoon
(the village head) who even to this day hold these
offices. The first one is Delak, the officiating Pujari
or priest while the second, Karobari acts as a
principal adviser and nego‘iator among the Kolams.
As days passed on, the marriage of their sons and
daughters became a problem. Bhagwan came to

their rescue and sent all the four sons and four
daughters in batches of two (one male and female)
to four different corners of the world who later on
returned as men and women. The problem of
expanding the Kolam tribe was thus finally solved.
The origin of 4 different jats or gotras or phratries
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coincides with the four corners to which four
batches were sent. FEach one of them was given a

Edo Dayyam

separate name. They can better be illustrated
thus :

Aido Dayyam

Nalugo Dayyam

Though the above story is lacking in i.ts c.oher'enc.e,
the unique quality of the lore of this tribe lies in
the fact thatitis ablend of myth and the great
epic story Mahabharata.

12. It is curious enough that the Kolams
have much in commoa with Gonds in matters of
jats or gotras or phratries, Many of the customs and
practices of Gonds were grafted as it were. In
this connection Prof. Haimendorf says,

«“The adoption of certdaig cu§t%€;?5das§?;$$??()igs
;;ec;nisnts(:ntrllzvgslg:cgts I())rf?(t:ﬁe?r soi"igl life it is ditﬁcuh'tc;
discern under the veneer of Gond influence the traits
peculiar to Kolam culture.” |

13. The Kolams, like the Gonds, are organis-
ed in exogamous clans, and most of these have
names identical with those of certain Gond system
of seven-brother clans, six-brother clans, five-
brother clans, and four-brother clans. Among
the Kolams also these groupings have got my'tholo-
gical sanction, as narrated above apd there is also
a probability that they (Kolams) mlght have been
formed by the co-ordination of existing exogamous
units with the Gond clan system. Just as in Berar
and part of Kinwat, the Kolams have adopted
Marathi sept names, the Tcluguised_ Kolams
have house names (inti perulu) li.ke .thelr Tel.ugu
neighbours.  Basing on the simllgrmes of gotras
between Kolams and Gonds it cannot be
surmised that both the tribes are more or lt?ss the
same. The Kolams never admit any affinity with the
Gonds and on the other hand they are Proud of
anncuncing themselves as a separate tribe. In
many ways the Kolams differ much ffom Gonds
and are distinct in their language. As in the cas'e
of Gonds, no particular man belonging to a parti-
cular clan or phratry is superior among thl'S tribe
and all are treated equally on the same footing.

v

Aro Dayyam

. 14.  Each phratry is divided into a number of
paris or clans as in the case of Gonds, The num-
ber of clans in each Dayyam is given blow,

[.. Edo Dayyam (Seven Gods phratry). The
names of the clans (paris) are :~

(1) Madavi (5) Purka
(2) Mesram (6) Kursinga
(3) Sayam (7) Jugnak
(4) Marsukula (8) Dhurne

II.  Aro Dayyam (Six Gods phratry) clans :-

(1) Atram (6) Kotnaka

(2) Gedam (7) Yerma

(3) Thodasam (8) Kudimetha

(4) Pendoor (9 Katlam

(5) Urvetha (10) Velandi

L Aido Dayyam (Five Gods phratry)
clans :-

() Godam (4) Kursinga

(2) Kurma (5) Kinaka

(3) Kanaka

IV.  Nalugo Dayyam (Four Gods phratry)
clans :~ )
(1) Posam 4) Doram

(2) Madpachi (5) Kove

(3) Pusram (6) Talanda.

1 C. v. ¥. Haimendorf. The Raj Gonds of Adilabad (London : 1943), p. 35
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15.  Inthisvillage the Kolams of Edo, Aro and
Nalugo Dayyams are found. Following are the
names of the clans to which people of this village
belong.

STATEMENT Il
NUMCLER OF HOUSEHOLDS BY PHRATRY AND CLAN

S. No. of
No. Name of phratry  Name of clan houscholds

¢ 2 ) @

1 Edo Dayyam Madavi 4

2 Aro Dayyam Atram 12

3 Nalugo Dayvam Doram 1t

16.  All the Kolams irrespective of phratry or
clan worship Ayak (Bheemana) the principal deity of
the tribe. They do not have the clan deity as in
the case of Gonds. People falling within the same
phratry are considered to be siblings and the marri-

ages are always contracted outside the Dayyams or
phratries,

Gonds

17. The Gonds trace their history from their
deities. The legend of their origin presented in the
village survey monograph of Bhurnur bearing
Serial No. 40 gives the detailed picture of this tribe.
They are divided into four exogamous groups called
Sagasviz, seven, six, five and four brothers phratry.
Each phratry is divided into a number of clans (paris).
In this village, Gonds belonging to seven, six and
five brothers phratry are found.

Lohar

18.  The one Lohar (blacksmith) household is
a migrant from Yeotmal District of Maharshtra State.
The members of this household came to this place
two years back to eke out their livelihood. The tribals
have also encouraged this family to stay on in the
village for attending to their agricultural needs.
The family has acquired a few acres of land and is
practising agriculture in addition to its traditional
occupation of blacksmithy. The head of household
could not give any details of the sects, etc., among
his caste. According to him the surname plays an
important role in the social organisation of this
community.

Muslims

19.  There are four Muslim households in the
village and all of them are migrants from the neigh-

1 C,v.F, Haimendorf, op, cit, p. 87

bouring state of Maharashtra. As a matter of
fact these people have come to this district some
two or three decades back and were settled in the
plains areas either attending agriculture or doing
business. Their visits to the tribal villages during the
course of their business transactions enabled them
to gain acquaintance of the tribal people. And as
a result, a few Muslims have setitled down as agris
culturists in the tribal areas of this district. The
same is the case with regard to the migrants of this
village. The four Muslim households now living
in Laindiguda came during the period of last four
to six years to eke out their livelihood by cultivat-
ing lands. Only one household of this community
is engaged in business in addition to agriculture,
There are two sects among the Muslims viz, Shia
and Sunni. All the four households of this village
belong to Sunni sect.

Social status

20. The social status of a tribe vis-g-vis other
tribes and people of other communities is generally
determined by the attitude of the tribes towards
other pecople with regard to their movements,
habits and customs and also by concentration of
economic and political power. Kolams generally
live in a fortified village. It is fortified in the
sense that they clearly demarcate the boundaries of
their settlement with small stones within which
other tribes are not allowed to build their houses.
The Gond settlement in this village is situated
outside the premises of the Kolams settlement.
Their attitude to other low caste people like the
Harijans is interesting. No Harijan is allowed to
pass through the village driving a bullock cart. As
he énters the portals of a Kolam village or settle-
ment, he has to get down from his cart and walk.
With regard to taking food, Kolams never partake
from the hands of others except Gonds. Regarding
marriages Kolams strictly confine to their own
tribe and the violation of this is considered asan
offence. In this connection, the observation made
by Prof. Haimendorf is relevant. He observes,

“Despite the difference in language and generally
also in economic status, Kolams and Gonds consider
themselves related communities. Kolams eat freely in
the houses of Gonds and many Gonds partake without
hesitation of the food of Kolams. Others ‘adopt a
stricter view and emphasize that they are of superior
caste and therefore debarred from sharing the food of
Kolams. Cases of inter-marriage between Gonds and

Kolams are rare, and are considered irregular by both
tribes.” 1
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Language

21. People of the two tribes-Kolams and
Gonds and the caste Lohar and the Muslim
community can speak  Telugu besides their
mother tongues, Kolami, Gondi. Marathi and Urdu
respectively. The Kolami and Gondi dialects have
no scripts.

Population by sex and age group

22.  Table 5 gives details of the population
by age groups and scx.  The population is evenly
divided between the two sexes. Of the 223 total
population, 110 arc males and the remaining 113
are females. The age group of 0-14 years accounts
for nearly 50% of the total population. The
age groups 15-24 years and 25 to 59 years (107)
may be construed as working population and form
48% of the total population. The remaining popula-
tion comes under the age group of 60 years and
above. On the whole the working force in the village is
less than the dependents. Those in the age group of
0-14 years are technically considered 10 be depen-
dents, but in reality they are not. In the villages
children more than [0 yearsof age are generally
engaged in minor economic activities and it is more
so among the hill-folk. The children are engaged
either in looking after their cattle or in assisting
their parents in sundry agricultural operations.
Females generally attend to the household work
from very early age.

Population by community

23.  Among Gonds 27 are males and 25 ara
females out of 223, the total population of the
village. Of the 27 males, 14 fzll under the age
group 0-14 years, 4, 7 and 2 fall under the age
groups of 15-24 years, 25-59 years and, 60 years and
above respectively. Of the 25 females, 13 are
under the age group of 0-14 years and the remain-
ing 1, 9 and 2 fall under the age groups of 15-24
years, 25-59 years and, 60 years and above respec-
tively (Table 5).

24. Among the Kammaras one is a male and
the remaining 5 are females. Of the total 5 females
2 fall under the age group of 25-59 years and of
the remaining 3 one each in the age groups of 0_14
years, 15-24 yearsand, 60 years and above (Table 5),

25. Among the Kolams, 70 are males and 71
are females. Out of the total 70 males, 34 of them
fall under the age group of.0—14 years, 9 under the
age group of 15-24 years, 26 in the age group of

25-59 years and the remaiining one falls under 60
Zz.x'rs and above age group. Out of the 71 females,
2% are under the age group of 0-14 years, 10 are
:ﬂder the age group of 1524 years, 26 are under
1€ age group of 25-59 years and the remaining one

female falls under the ag. » '
above (Table 5), g- group of 60 ycars and

5 ?6. Out of the total popuiation of the village

males and 12 females are Muslims, The 12 malcs
are equally distributed in the age groups of 0-14
yez;rs and 25-59 years, OQut of the 12 females, 7 are
under the age group 0_14years and 4 are under the
8¢ group 15-24 years and the remaining one falls
under the ags group of 25-59 years (Table 5).

Marital status

nearly274.9°/The proportion of the un-married is
in the temc;‘to the total population who mostly fall
centage of ;{1 age group of 014 years. Equal per-
marriea wh'le Populatomn falls in the category of
wido i ve .only 2% of the total population are

wel and divorced or separated. There is only
one female who is divorced and she falls in the age
i;(l)upsof 25-59 years. Or the 109 never married,
of i’s_zleale: arlzd oae female fall in the age groups
the years and 25-59 years respectively, while

femaiming fall in the ags group of 0-14 years.

Again out of the 109 marri
arried
and 4 females are in the people only 2 males

and the remaining fall in ot

rl:gfeable a8¢.  Generally the people of this village
r’;l;r?'rm Ibnal'l'lages after their children come of
ria 1ageadle age. Though a few cases of child mar-
ges a.re found here and there,they are quite insignifi-
zznt. Similatly there are in the village only 4 widow-
fcml;el;SSOHS,O of whom one is a maje and the rest are
s fem.al 1fxt of them, the one widower and the
while 1 es fall .11:.1der the age group of 25-59 years
€ the remaining one female falls in the age
5:1‘_’1?01: of 60 years and above, Analysing the marital
e tllllre of th: males and females separately we
' that 51.8% of the males are not married as
against 40% of the females Females get married
earlier than the males (Table 6).

her ags groups of mar-

Literacy

28. Table 8 clearly gives the educational
standards of the people of Laindiguda. Only 8.07%
(18).of the village population are literates. The level
of literacy among the males is higher than among
.th‘c females. 91939, of the population are however
illiterate. Out of 18 literates, only 4 are females

age group of 0-14 years
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and the remaining ire males. All the literates come
undzr the primiry or junior basic levels. In the age
group of 0-14 years 91.74%, of the persons are re-
turned as illiterates. Of 109 children in this age
group, 100 children do not attend the school. Though
the Government have initiated the compulsory edu-
cation programme long back for the education of
these people no appreciable progress is achieved,
which speaks of the indifference of these people in
the field of education. The crux of ths problem is
the poor economic condition of the people coupled
with their ignorance about the importance of educa-
tion, They would prefer their children to stay at
home and contribute their mite to the economic bet-
terment of the family by participating in agricul-

tural operations and in other household works than
going to school. Against this overall picture of the
literacy standards of the village, it is interesting to
study the standards of the literacy among the vari-
ous communities in the village. There are only §
literates (5 males and 3 females) among the Kolams
who are numerically the largest group in the village.
There are 5 literates each among Gonds and Mus-
lims. There are no literates in Lohar caste (Table 7.

29. The village is inhabited by two Scheduled
Tr'bes, one Scheduled Caste and a Muslim Com-
munity. The Statement given below clearly gives the
population composition of the two Scheduled Tribes
viz, Kolams and Gonds in the village,

STATEMENT III

POPULATION BY SEX, TRIBE AND SIZE OF HOUSEHOLDS

Population
e

Average size of
household in

— - Averagesize of the village as
Name of Tribe No. of households Males Females Total household a whole
M (2 3 @ %) 6 V)
Kolams 27 70 I 141 5-22 } 51
Gonds 8 27 25 52 6-5

30. There are 35 houscholds of tribes in the
village. Out of them 27 households belong to Kolams
and 8 to Gonds. The total population of the tribals
is 193. As regards the composition of the house-
holds the percentage of females is a lit{le more
among the Kolams whereas males outnumber the
females among Gonds. The difference between the
two sexes is comparatively more in the case of
Gonds than among the Kolams. The average size
of a Kolam family is 5-22 whereas that of a
Gond family is about 6.5. In both the cases
the size of nouschold is more than the average
size of the household of the village, which
is only 5.51. As already indicated the sex
ratios among the two tribes present a contrast, ie.,
in the case of Kolams for every 100 males there are
101 females whereas among the Gonds for every 108
males there are only 100 females.

31. Of the 40 household heads, only 5 are li-
terates and the rest are illiterates. Except one fe-
male, all the remaining household heads are males.
Analysing this further on the basis of community, out
of the 8 household heads in Gond tribe only one is
a female. Two male household heads are literates.
Similarly out of the 27 household heads of the Ko-

lams, all are males and only two are literates. In the
same way, allthe four Muslim household heads are
males and only one among them is a literate. The
remaining one Lohar household head is an illiterate
male (Table 9).

House types

32. The houses in the village are small rec-
tangular structures with stake walls and low roofs
covered with grass, with two doors-one opening into
the street and the other opening into the backyard.
The houses do not have windows (Fig. 2;. A few

-houses especially of Kolams have one shelter locally

known as manduva at the entrance which serves as a
place for taking rest as well as tying the cattle in the
night. Nearly 209% of the households are having such
shelters. They preserve fodder on the top of this
manduva so that the cattle may not spoil the fodder.

33. The mode ot construction and the use of
the materials do not differ from community to
community or tribe to tribe. Pcople who are eco-
nomically well off or having more family members
generally construct big houses of the same type.
There is only one big room inside, which is parti-
tioned into two or three portions with a rarti wall.
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One room serves as kitchen which is locally called
gardi while the other bigger portion serves as a
living room known as vasara. There are no scparate
dormitories for women and children.  All the mem-
bers™ sleep in one room only. During summer sea-
son, they sleep outside in the openyard. on palang
or miancha (cot). They either kecep all the utensils in
the kitchen on a wooden stool or in an utti, The
hearth is, of three simple stones arranged in the
form of hearth}*The interior of the house is dark
and dingy, enough light is not admitted through the
opehings, and the entrance is also very low, White
washing is almost unknown and the soot emitted
from the hearth keeps on depositing on the walls
and on the roof. Except plastering the walls with
dung and clay once in a year, they do not decorate
with any sort of paintings. In the living room they
keep all other household materials like clothes,
boxes, either wooden or bamboo-woven as the case
may be, containing the jewellery and grain pots.

34. Table &4 gives the details of the house-
holds with the number of rooms. In the 40 houses,
there are 82 rooms and are being used by 223 per-
sons. On average cach house is having two rooms,
Of 40 houses 2 houses are with no regular rooms, 9
are with only one room while 15 houscholds are
having two toomied houses.  There is only one
household with a four roomed house while 13 house-
holds are having three roomed houses. All the
houses in the village are thatch-roofed with four
slopes. The material used for walls is either of
tatties prepared out of bamboo or wooden rafters
closely arranged with each other and plastered with
clay and dung. 36‘hous:s are having the walls of
latter type while only four are of the former type
(Table 86). Again of these 40 houses, 36 are purely
used for residential purposes, and one household of
Kammara caste is using the house as a residence-
cum-workshop while the remaining 3 are used as
residences-cum-cattlesheds (Table 87),

35. All the materials that are required for
the construction of a house are procured from the
forest. An annual customary sum of Re. 1 and a
fowl are given to a forest official by each household
for getting the fuel and other timber required for
agricultural implements. If they want to acquire
timber for the construction of a house, the house-
owner has to pay something more than the customary
payment to the concerned official. The rate is
between Rs. 5 and Rs. 30 depending on the mate.
rial used for the construction of a house. All these
payments are collected by this petty forest official
without any receipt. In addition to these cash

payments, a little quantity of pulses and other grains

L}?at are produced in the village are also given to
im,

' 36. It is a common practice in and around
Laindiguda to requisition the help of all relatives
and friends irrespective of phratry or clan to cons-
truct a house. With the changing times when
individualism is prominent, people in the plains are
no more interested in collective activities. This
change can be seen even among some of the tribals
of this area. But this evil has not yet completely
penetrated into the interior parts (Fig, 3). On the
days wh.en the community help is required the
prospectlvt.e house owner has to feed all those who
attended in his work. Probably this might be the
main reason for the inter-tribal co-operation still in
vogue. In this village the tribals helped Muslims
and Lohar also in the construction of a house and
were serveq tea during the construction. They
Wwere not given food because of the reluctance of

the tribals to accept f
ood frem the h
other communities. ands of the

. 37. Sons or fiaughte‘rs, whether married or
are mot provided with separate rooms in any
community or the tribe in the village
the old people sleep outside on the vcra.nd
1.<nown as arugu and the young married pe
in thg room. The houses are maintaine
and the frontyards are d
kled with water.
thrice in a day by ¢
communities in th

Generally
ah locally
ople sleep
d cleanly
aily swept, but not sprin-
The houses inside are cleaned
he '\ﬁ/omenfolk among all the
¢ village. Once in a week on
33?" dayzr;he floor of the house is smeared with c:w
withg. o ¢ hearth is daily cleaned and smeared
N aé among the Gonds, Kolams and Lohar,
move th Oﬁngushm community who simply re-
2 year be?(:r rohm the hearth, Generally once in
repair thei ¢ the m'onsoon sets in, the inhabitanits

pair their houses with the help of other commu-

nity people. The hou '
known as gud; S¢ type among the Kolams is

sa yella while among the Gonds it is

:‘;l:: astfhon- S})me of the main doors of the houses
whilegther: tribals are faced towards the south
They do naiehfew housfes. facing east and west.
ed to this 0 B ave any rigidity nor sanctity attach-
that except ut among Muslims, it is reported
P! south they can face their main door in

any direction. The K
. : olams hav i
to the direction viz e their own names

as telaganam ; ea . g
The rubbish is ¢

11 ;
veda where theyo ected in the backyard known as

raise maize.
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Selection of house site

38. Mostof the people are reported that they
do not observe any ceremony while selecting sites for
their house-But a few elderly Kolams. reported that
they do attach some importance to the selection of
the houes site. After having selected a piece of land
for the construction of the house, the owner keeps a2
little quantity of jowar in a heap in the middle and
a circleis drawn around it with turmeric powder. On
the following morning accompanied by a few people
the owner visits the house site to see whether the
heap is intact or is disturbed. If it is found inta<.:t
the site is considered an auspicious one and if it is
disturbed they search for another site which stands
for the test. Enquiry revealed that a good number
of Kolam households did not observe this ceremony.
The Muslims and the Lohars have reported that they
did not observe any kind of ceremony for the selec-
tion of the house site. The Gonds observe the same
method as narrated in Bhurnur Village Survey Mono-
graph (S. No. 40). There are no specific mon_ths as
such, considered as auspicious for the construction of
ahouse. The general prevailing practice is that the
houses are constructed or repaired in the summer sea=
son by all the communities in the village. Muslims
start construction on any day. The Kolams and Gonds
consider Thursdays and Fridays as auspicious for the

construction of a house.

House construction

39. Except fixing up of the pillar in the north-
eastern corner locally known as dayyalamoola, no
other ceremony is observed by the Kolams. Tht?y c?o
not keep coin or any other material in that unlike in
the case of Gonds. But at the time of arranging the
ridge prece which is called venugarra, a turmeAric
root, a little quantity of rice and two paise are tied
in a piece of new cotton cloth and tied in its centre.
Three Muslim households have reported that they
have also done in the same manncr,

House-warming ceremony

40. On a Thursddy, after completion of the
construction of the house, the owner of the
house along with his wife who carries a pot
filled with water enters into the house Whlc}l
is kept smeared and cleaned. Vegetariap meal is
prepared and served to all the community people
and thus ends the ceremony among the Kolams. The
Muslims, on this day, prepare sweetmcats and offer
to God known as fateha. The Lohar. household has
not observed any sort of house-warming ceremony.

Expenditure on construction

41. The expenditure on construction of a new
house depcends upon the economic‘posilion of a per-
son and also upon the extent of the community help
he reccives. Usuully the expenditure on a new house
varies between Rs. 100 and Rs, 250. The houses
are repaired once in a year and the expenditure on
repairs varies from Rs. 30 to Rs. 80.

Description of a typical house

42, One Sri Atram Gangu, a Kolam is having
40" x 20" homestead area. The plinth area of the
house is 18’ x 12’ which is common in the village,
though a few households are having houses of more
than that area. Generally an average family will
have a house of the above measurements, After
selecting the house site, the length and breadth of
the proposed house is marked out with the help
of a rope. Ten pillars are raised as shown in the
sketch which is known as pade in Kolami. On these
pillars wooden beams known as doolalu are placed
breadth-wise. In the middle two small pillars are
fixed opposite to each other which are called nitrallu.
On these nitrallu a wooden beam is placed which acts
as a ridge. From this ridge vasalu (small bamboo
beams) are so placed as to slope downwards in all
directions on to the lengthwise beams. This is finally
thatched with grass. It is partitioned into two rooms
with tatties. The front pial is known as arugu which
is used for entertaining the guests. The main room is
known as vasara where all their bzlongings are kept
in one corner and is also used for sleeping etc. Just
adjacent to this, therc is anothcr room known as
goadi which is exclusively used for cooking. In the
vasara, the women in monthly course sit in a corner
towards the west known as maila moola (Figs. 1
and 2).

Dress

43. A Kolam of the bygone days us=d to wear a
narrow langoti drawn between the legs and tucked
into his waist thread in front and behind (Fig.4) while
his wife usad a saree, The use of a blouse or revika
was not known to them, With the passage of time
they have also changed their mode of dress. This
change is clearly perceptible both among males as
well as among the females. Now-a-days Kolams try
to appear fully dressed with a dhoti, a shirt either
with sleeves or without them and turban as head.
dress. This head-dress is conspicuously present on
every one. This is a voluminous white cloth tied
round the head leaving the tail end of it hanging on
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his back (Fig.5). Women are no less responsive to the
changes taking place outside their settlcment. They
.o changed thuir way of dressing, appear like
plains women, but with their characteristic orna-
ments. Wearing blouse is not popular among the
old women even now. The young women are
wearing them which ars called polka. The Gonds
also dress in the same fashion. The Muslim men
wear lungis or pyjamas and shirts. The women
wear sarees and bodices.

41, Possession of morc number of dresses in-
variably Jepends upon one’s purchasing power as
well as on the taste. Generally people possess a
puir of dresses. The annucl requirements of the clothes
are not purchased at a particular time but are us-
ually purchased on festive occasions. The cloth
-equircments both for males and females are pur-
chased at weekly shandies at Sirpur. Of course a few
pcopie do purchase at Adilabad or at Asifabad
whenever thev visit for the selling of cotton. Ordi-
narily the malc members posscss a pair of dhotis of
8 yards which costs roughly about Rs. 8 and onc or
iwo shirts known as Audtha or angi and each one
costs about Rs. 5. They do not generally get them
stitched but purchase them readymade, Poor people
do not even wear shirts.  Others too who possess do
not wear when they are in the village. They wcar
shirts only when they go out. Headgear known as
rumal is worn by the males which will be either
white or coloured measuring about 6 yards in length
and costs about Rs. 10. Though footwcar is not a
taboo among this tribe, it is rarely found. The poor
economic condition of the pcople is the only factor
for the unpopularity of the footwear. We can count
on fingers the tribals using footwear which are pur-
chased at Sirpur shandy at a cost of Rs. 3 per pair.
Almost all the elderly males of the Muslim ccm-
munity are in the habit of using chappals. The tribals,
both Kolams and Gonds, who are using chappals do
not enter into their houses wearing them which is
considered a taboo. Even other communities also
observe this rule strictly.

45. The women-folk in all the communities
wear sarces of 9 yards in length which is known as
pat. However, there is a difference in wearing of
sarees by the tribals from that of other community
who wear just like other plains women of the

people
The tribal woman wears the saree above the

area.

knee. The sarec is taken round the hips and the

one end is taken between the two legs and tucked
at the back, while the other end is thrown loosely
on the left shoulder. Poor people sometimes make
two pieces out of this saree (Fig. 10). Blouses which

are locally known as polka arc worn by all the
women except old people.  The wearing of blouses
is the result of cultural contact with plains people
The business men are partly responsible for creatpin :
the desire for blouses among the tribal folk b tg
ting them for sale in the local shandies. The wZ)Iiee A
belonging to other castes also dress in the samn
fu.shion_ All these requirements are purchased a:
Sirpur weekly shandy. The cost of a saree ranges
from Rs. 12 to Rs. 15 and that of a blouse abgut
0.75 P. to Rs. 1-25 depending on the colour and vari-
ety of the cloth. The minimum amount required fi

the dress of a woman is about Rs. 25 to Rs 3((>)1‘
Generally the women-folk do not put on blo'use.
when they are in the village or at work in the ﬁels
(Fig. 10).  When enquired why they do not regularl

wear blouses, a Kolam woman remaiked that it wil};
tear away due to sweating Economic stringency is
also one of the main causes for not using the blonses
rcgul.arly. The male children wear shirts and short
and in case one cannot afford, he manages ;v'tls
gochi.  Generally upto 4 or 5 years, they do l t
wear any clothes.  Those who can afford 11110
petticoats and frocks for the female children ’ It s
a common habit among the tribals to pilrchais
readymade goods. They very rarely get their clothlees

stitched because of non-availabili i
. ility of a tailor

. 46. Except wearing the new clothes, which
is mot compulsory, there is no special dress for
any festival among all communities in the village

Ornaments

47. The Kolams like Gon

with many ornaments. They g:ts ifll:irrn t;;ZT:S]CVCS
from the same professional silvérsmiths aments
rest of the rural population, and ornaments o; he
a_nd. women do not vary much and most of th hor
snmﬂ'ar to those of Gonds.  In addition to ornaem s
of silver and rolled-gold, other inferior t oo
ornaments are also used. The itinerary meip}? o
ha..VC made the rolled-gold ornaments popular ic heas
tribal tract§. To-day most of the tribal s;xlthe‘se
are fully invaded by the plastic and roll gﬂdles
ornaments which are mostly used by the sco h(? ica

ed people of the plains. The poor satiff lstlcaF-
urge'f(')r Possession of ornaments by yhth'elr
aluminium ones at Keslapur fair. Beadpurckasmg
are very common among the people. necklaces

48. Womsn wear h
. s eavy embossed -
sl;?pﬁd _srlver penqants with long chains attl:lf:;rt(i
which in Kolami are called padaka sankalaren

-gold
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Silver necklaces fastened by hook, heavy anklets and armlets, are also used. Kanre is also a kind o
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neck ornament. Pothi is a string of beads worn
stiffly to the neck. Toc-rings and finger rings arc
called ungaralu ; necklaces and bracelets are made

with coins of various denominations
brass ornament is worn to the nose
able possessions of both men and wo

Thapa a flat
The most valu-
men are silver

DANDA KADIA
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belts called pilla patti, if it is worn by a woman, or ornaments made of German silver and thummakaya
mola patti if it is worn by men, which are wornabove billalu are armlets made of silver. Anklets known
the saree or dhoti. In case of males, this ornament as kalla kadyalu are also worn, which are often made
will be like a rod. Khat!li khadia, danda kadia, are of German silver.

BACK

UNGARAM

PADAKA SANKALAM

The ornaments worn by women of Muslim or German silver rings on the lobe of the ear.
*community and of Lohar caste do not differ much. Necklaces of beads are also worn. The unmarried
In addition, a few women are found wearing brass girls can wear all the ornaments. Except potti the
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marriage badge, all the above said ornaments can
be worn by the widow. Of course potti too can be
worn by a widow if she remarries.

49. As already said, the silver ornaments are
manufactured by the silversmith at Asifabad when
the tribals of this viilage visit for marketing purposes.
The making charges for the silver ornaments depend
upon the weight. Generally 12 Paise are charged
per tola. All the remaining ornaments of German
silver and brass are purchased in Keslapur fair.

?ﬁwadays they are available at Sirpur shandy also.
¢ women in their full jewellery can be seen in

(Figs. 6 &. 7). The cost of the German silver orna-
ments varies from Re. 1 to Rs. 5.
Tattooing

50.

Tattooing is not a ‘must’ among the
Kolam§ unlike in the case of Gonds. Every wo-
;Tzlr:iwxqu;av'e, hOWever,‘ tattoo marks on the fore-
he k _ _otns' frqm Nishani, a village in Asifabad
aluk, visit this village now and then and do tat-
aoqng. The payment is made according to the
esign. Bfn.the minimum payment is about 25 Paise
or one chitti of any kind of grain. Some people
also give food. This tattooing is done by the
wo_men_-fo.lk. of the Thoti tribe. The men who get
pamns 1n joints will also have the tattoo marks
which are supposed to give relief from the pain.

Ta i
T ttooing marks are only for decorative purposes.
o significance is attached to them.

Hair style

5. The hair style of the women is very sim-

- ple.  They comb the hair and partit in the middle,

;\jlti }llhem in the back and knot it (Fig. 6). The
hair in ?}\;: cither a shaven head leaving a bit of
very popul centre or a modern crop. The latter is
is no tl))araz arpor}g the. younger generation. There
other in sh I in ihe \flllage. The men assist each
generation :Illlng or hair cutting.  Only the younger
are utilisin tl? have_adopted the modern hair style
Sirpur. When g e o8 of the barber of Jainur of
cut, b;; pa ien :)hei' visit shandy they have the hair
engage theYS:g . '23 P. The Muslims and the Lohar
and pay 0.1£V1ces of the barber of Jainur village
cut. There a P. for shaving and 0-25 P. for hair
around. N re no  washermen in the village and

- None n the village engages the services

of a washerman T
. . he _ .
clothes themselves, women-folk wash- their

Domestic utensils

only ji.d fya;tlllli?l nd a]u}niniux:n vessels are comm-
and tribe. Tab e mk}abﬁants irrespective of caste
utensils .usedabe 40 gives the details of domestic
Gonds and Kol y the Peor{le of the village. Both
known as do}?ms cook their food in earthenware
which is nolt“ a. Except one Gond household
39 household using °a_fthen-Ware, all the remaining
cating. & s in the.»wllage are using them. For

8, brass or aluminium or bell-metal utensils are
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used. 24 Kolam, 8 Gond and 3 Muslim households
and the Lohar nousehold arc using brass vessels.
Bronze plates are possessed only by 5 Gond and 2
Kolam houscholds.  Similarly aluminium vessels
are being used in the hous=holds of 3 Gonds, 19
Kolams, 4 Muslims and 1 Lohar. It is evident
from the above analytical discussion that the use of
metalware is popular among all the communities in
the village. The earthenware are purchased at
Sirpur shandy. The cost of these earthen pots
varies according to the size. The small one costs
about 36 P. while the bigget one costs about
Rs. 1.25 P. or so. The aluminium and other meta-
llic vessels are mostly purchascd at Keslapur fair
(Figs. 8 & 9).

Fuel and lighting

53, The village being in the heart of the forest,
the inhabitants do not feel the dearth of fuel. Once
in a week or daily the required fuel is procured
from the local forest and it is brought by the women-
folk. They, however, rescrve the fuel in sufficient
quantity for the rainy scason. They procure the fuel
free of cost by paying Re. I mamool annually to the
petty forest official, They use kerosene oil lamps
locally known as buddi for internal lighting. Gene-
rally they do not keep the light burniag for a long
time during the nichts. They purchase 12 P. worth
of kerosene oil once in a week from the shandy. A
few households have also reported that they get a
kerosene tin when they visit Asifabad or Adilabad by
selling cotton. Some poor people pull on without
lighting also. Only two houszholds, i.e., on¢ Kam-
mara and one Muslim are in the possession of kero-
sene oil lamps which have been acquircd during the
last five years.

Bedding and furniture

54. The villagers are very poorly equipped
with bedding materials and furniture. Every house-
hold in the village invariably possesses one or two
cots which are manufactured by themselves and are
knitted with coir prepared by them with the locally
available grass. Whenever a guest visits they offer
cot to sit or to take rest. The extra clothes, i.e.,
sarees and dhotis are used as bedding during the
night. In the winter season, logs of wood are kept
burning inside the house to keep themselves warm.
Bed sheets, carpets, etc., are not commonly used by
the villagers. The gone prepared out of jute which
is used for the transportation of cotton and other
grains is also used as bedding material.

55. Table 38 clearly gives the distribution of
bedding material and furniture among the communi-
ties of the village. Outofthe 40 households in the
village, 35 houscholds possess cots which are locally
manufactured. 7 households are having bamboo
mats which are woven by Kolams, and 6 households
are having quilts. 14 households are having blankets
which are purchased at local shandies. 6 households
have carpets, 2 households have beds, 12 house-
holds possess bed sheets and 3 houscholds have
pillows. Some of the above articles are purchased
at Sirpur shandy or at Adilabad or Asifabad whenever
they visit for marketing purposes.

56. Furniture in the sense we understand is
almost unknown in this village. Except one Kolam
household, others arEZiaving chairs. Only 18 house-
holds are using mirrors. Wooden and stee} boxes
are possessed by 11and 5 households respectively.
Again among these households, 4have acquired them
during the last five years. Toilet and washing soaps
are being used by 15 households. OQut of them, 9
households fall in the income group of Rs. 301-600
and one each in the income group of Rs. 1,20 and
above and Rs. 601-900 while the remaining 4 house-
holds fall in the income range of Rs. 300 and below.
Mosquito curtains and modern toilets are almost
unheard of by the villagers.

Food

57, The staple food of the inhabitantsis jowar,
a coarse grain. A few households reported that they
take rice and wheat on festive occasions. Redgram
dal is the popular side dish among the villagers.
All the households in the village are non-vegetarians
and eat mutton and chicken, etc. Gond and Lohar
houscholds do not take beef. Eatingof beef among
Kolams and Muslims is permitted, Of the 27 Kolam
households, only 11 households reported that they
do not take beef which however does not seem (o
be correct because the Kolams sacrifice a buffalo or a.
cow at the time of Peddapanduga and is served to
all the Kolams. Except the Muslim households,
all the others reported that they take meat of the
cheetah. Table 58 gives the details of the prohibited
foods and drinks, etc.

58. Jowaris cooked and eaten by the Kolams
and Gonds but it is made into bread by the Muslims
and Lohars. The tribals also prepare jowar bread
but only occasionally. In preparing jowar food,
jowar is first ground into flour, put into boiling
water and cooked. Onions, raw chillies are used as
side dish. Vegetables are very rarely used. During
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the rainy season, the greens which are available i
the local forest are commonly used. Using milk
and milk products is not common. In addition to
this, Gonds and Kolams eat jungle roots. The
following edible roots are available and are used
during the rainy season.

(1) Appagadda: It is black in colour with
delicate root hairs over it. The Gonds caj| it
nuskamati. It is boiled with ash to remove the
bitterness of this root,

(2) Alkidigadda: 1t is white in coloyr and
six inches in length. It is eaten both raw and
fried. Either pots or closed baskets are used for
its Preservation. In Gondi it is called as thondpi.
mati.

(3)' Katengagadda :  Otherwise known as
thedremati is white in colour and js eaten raw. In
shape it resembles ladies fingers. .

(4)  Duddemati: 1t is black in colour and
bulky in shape. It is eaten after frying.

.(5) Pokka (Gulmohwa flower) : It js also
caten either after frying or after cooking in water.

59. There is a definite change in the routine
food on festive occasions. On festive occasions
every household manages to have good dishes. Th;
popular dishes among these people on such occasions
are garelu a hot dish, prepared out of greengram
dal or with maize as the case may be, Boor:Iu 2
sweet dish, is prepared with wheat flour mixed wi’th
Bengalgram dal and jaggery. In addition, rice ang
meat are caten on most of the festive occasions.
V’I;h;e tw:l])lltgfzrs take all kinds of pulses, greens and

60. Table /55 gives a picture of the d;
' : ed
habits of the inhabitants. Of the 40 househollgzalrg

reported that they take meals two times a day, while
5 households take breakfast, midday meal and sup-
per and coffee or tea at any time during the day.
18 households take breakfast, midday meal and sup-
per. There are 2 households taking meals two times
with coffee or tea at any time.

Drink

" th61. Drml.(if)g qf intoxic‘:ants is common among

¢ communities in the village, But they know
only todc.iy and the country liquor which is very
5}?51113'[ in thl§ region. There are no liquor or toddy
drur?lial:'ldthc village nor d'oes one find any regular
o Sfa?ong the Frlbes or castes. Generally,
or ();uo tt € people in the village do not take
s e to their poor economic condition. Those

re willing to enjoy, mostly fulfil their desires

on shandy day at Sir
i pur where th
liquor and toddy shops, ere are regular

Tobacco and other habits

e 56.’;0 bThe habit of smoking or chewing tobacco
this vill ¢ not very common among the people of
smokin ie.d Tabl_e 59 clearly gives the incidence of
village g (“) chewing habits among the people of the
peop?e.a Qly about 30.499, (68 persons) of the
cherut :q‘ljured the habi-t of smoking either beedi or
omen Clﬁe the former is very popular. Only five
totaly ats “: tobacco. The habit of smoking is
s ent among the females of this village and

1118 not a popular habit among the females in

the tribal areas of this region.  The habit of chew-

ing pan with ; i ]
hold Jarda is found in one Muslim house-

63.
the habit
generally h

Thfe pegple of this village do not have
0 tgkmg bath regularly. The women
ave oil bath once in g week.

Chapter 111

SOCIAL CUSTOMS

‘General

Dr. Pauline V. Young and Dr. Clarin F. Schrind
defined that—

““A culture group is a unjon of persons who have com-
mon material and social heritages, common belicfs,
habits, activities and interest and who live in the social
environment, whether urban or rural, foreign or native,
civilised or primitive.” 1

In this light, the social customs and the beliefs
of the Kolams in particular and the other commu-
nity people of the village in general, are studied in
this Chapter. Though for centuries, these people
are living in the midst of the Gonds — another
Scheduled Tribe—predominating in this region, there
seems to be very little impact of the latter on the
former’s social life. Though living in the same envi-
ronment, the Kolams differ from Gonds very sharply
in social customs and habits.

Birth

2, Pregnancy among women in this village is
surmised from the stoppage of menstruation and
vomiting sensation- The pregnant woman is served
with the usual food and no special dishes are served.
It is not a social binding or obligation on the part
of her parents to take the pregnant woman to their
house in some particular month during the first
pregnancy. Of course, the people who can aflord,
do take their daughters and after delivery send them
back in the third month presenting her with a new
saree or blouse piece. No taboos as such are observ-
ed by any member of the family including the hus-
band when a woman becomes pregnant. It is said
that cohabitation between husband and wife is dis-
continued from the fifth month of pregnancy till the
new born stops the suckling. The pregnant woman
attends to her normal duties till such time as she
develops labour pains. The same practice is found
among the Gonds as well as among the other com-

munities living in this village.

3. Delivery takes place in the same house and
in a separate apartment. When acute labour pains
are felt by the woman in pregnancy, she is made to
lie down on a coarse cloth spread on the floor. Mean-

1.

while the neighbouring elderly women gather and the
dai known as vodpeng sonegekath (native midwife) of
their own tribe is summoned to conduct the deli-
very. In case of difficult delivery, hot water is pour-
ed on the waist as well as on the hips and the
people pray to some deity. Soon after delivery, the
umbilical cord of the baby is cut by the dai with a
thin bamboo blade which is known as bogar and then
the baby is given bath inside the house where a pit
is dug already. The mother is given bath outside
the habitation and the place is known as malabodi.
A spot in the south of the village is selected for use
on such occasions where every household keeps
some pots. This spot is used for bathing purposes
by all the women of Kolam tribe during the days of
monthly pollution. The placenta and the umbilical
cord are taken in a bamboo basket and buried there.
Pollution among this tribe lasts for eight days and on
all these days she takes bath regularly at malabodi.
The dai attends on her for four days and daily gives
bath to the new born in the backyard of the house.
The baby is fed on the mother’s milk from the
very day of the birth. The mother is served with
the same usual food, i.e., jowar gruel. In addition
to this food, she is given for four days a special
preparation rolled into spherical balls locally
known as yechnalu prepared out of the following
articles which are said to keep in better production
of milk in the mother and also to keep the body
warm. People who can afford give this for more
than four days—

(1) Copra 3
(2) Dried ginger
(3) Garlic

All these articles are mixed
and ground into powder.
The powder thus prepared is
. soaked in groundnut oil and
the balls are prepared. The
minimum expenditure for this
will be about Rs. 4.

(4) Jaggery
(5) Pepper
(6) Cumin

J

4. On the eighth day the people of the commu-
nity are entertained to a vegetarian meal. The
minimum expenditure on this dinner will be about
Rs. 25. The dai who attends on the delivery is paid
Rs. 5 and two seers of jowar irrespective of the sex

Dr. Pauline V. Young and Clatin F. Schrind, Scientific Social Surveys and Research, p. 447
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of the new born. Those who are of sound economy
may give a saree too. Payment to the daiis made on
the day of naming. Upto eighth day no function is
held in the community. Ordinarily this custom is
followed by all the Kolams except by the poor who
may not celebrate it and yet it is not considered a
taboo. A few houscholds in the village reported
that they have pa‘d only Rs. 2 to dai and nothing
else and they have not given any feast to the commu-
nity people.

5. Same method is almost observed by the
Gonds except that their women do not go for taking
bath outside the habitation area, Delivery is con-
ducted by dai of their tribe called sonivothod. The
umbilical cord is cut by a country knife and is bur-
ied together with placenta keeping it in an old pot
in the frontyard of the house. Generally a saree
is given to the dai but those who cannot afford pay
Rs. 2on the day of the naming ceremony. All
their community people are also fed on this day asin
the case of the Kolams,

6. The custom observed by Muslims in
this village is quiie different. The delivery is attend-
edto by an experienced old woman of their commu-
nity who is known as dai  and she is either paid in
cash or a sarce is given to her. The umbilical cord is
cut with a knife and is kept in a pot along with plac-
enta and is buricd in the ground outside residential
portion. Pollution in this community lasts for 4C days.
During these days the mother is fed with the mix-
ture of badam, kishmish, copra, kurma and cheronji
which are ground together into powder and are mix-
ed with ghee. The same Muslim dai attends to the
delivery in Lohar houschold also and she is paid
Rs. 1.25 P. and a sarce is given to her, No food is
served or any function is celebratedin Lohar com-
munity. Pollution lasts for 11 days and on the 12th
day she is given bath. The umbilical cord and the
placenta are buried in the ground,

Naming ceremony

7. The naming ceremony among the Kolams
and Gonds is performed on the 8th day after delivery.
No special function is arranged on this day. The pay-
ment to the daiis made after naming the new born.
The elderly people select some name of one of their
ancestors and the dai or anold lady announces it
thrice loudly, A few typical names among the
Kolams are Bheem, Laxman, Koddu and Mutha for
males and Rjubai, Muthubai, Marubai and Rami for
females.

~ there is no particular

8. Among the Muslims, this ceremony is per-
fqrmed on the 40th day and on the 12ty day after
birth among the Lohars. They entertain their commu-

nitymen to a vegetarian feast and the new born is
named after some zneestor.

Tonsure ceremony

' 9. Tonsure ceremony is locally called thala-
kireekath in Kolami which is performed either
on Th}lrsday or Friday after the dropping of the
Temaining umbilical cord. Both male and female
children are tonsure . Convention is that the mater-
nal uncle is invited to shave the head of the baby
In his absence the classifizatory uncle within the.
same tribe is invited. In both the cases the father
f)f the baby has to pay Rs. 2 to the uncle for attend-
Ing on this ceremony. But this custom is not rigidly
follgwstd by all houscholds in the village anda the
d?vmuon is not considercd a taboo. Good number
ol people reported that the mother herself shaves
th:.bc.)y or the girlas the case may be though this
ficv’.:mon {rom the customary way does not result
in social ostracization. Those who are in a posi-
ton to pay Rs. 2 to the maternal uncle however

favour the customary way of performing the
ceremony. No community feasting is

: d arra
this day. : o

Almost the same custom prevails among
the_ Gonds except that the baby has to face east
while conducting the ceremony.  Among Kolams

observation regardin
direction. ’ B the

10. Among the Muslims and also among Lohar
caste, the tonsure ceremony is observed for both the
males and females. Either the father or the mother

shaves the head of the baby j
A ' y in the case of th 8
lims while the maternal uncle in ® s

performs the ceremony. No functi
Those who can afford give ve
relatives on a Friday.

Lohar community
on as such is held.
getarian feast to a few

' 1. Generally, the suckling o ild is’
tinued upto a year or so, Thgey t;iz cr?o‘ltdt::ec:n-
mthOQS for weaning away the child from suckliny
unlike in the case of plains people. No ccremon'ng
at first feeding and initiation of the child to learnilz:;

are performed either by tribals or b
nities in the village, y other commuy-

12.  Barrenness i always attributed to one’s

own ill luck and no special me
thods i
such cases for begetting children, e adop?ed .
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Puberty

13.  Attainment of puberty is referred to by
the Kolams in their language as somurthayeddong.
On the appearance of the first menses the girl in-
forms her mother or any elderly female member,
Immediately a hut with branches of green leaves is
erected by the ailon (brother-in-law) or by the
maternal uncle, in his absence. Till the erection of
this hut, the girl stands under a tree and is prohibit-
ed from showing her face to any male member.
After the hut is erected she enters it and other
women of the village visit her with a little quantity
of jowar food and serve her in a green leaf plate,
She is retained in that hut for one night and in the
early hours of the following day she is brought to
the house and is accommodated in a corner. While
so returning, the girl dismantles the hut erected for
the occasion. She is kept under pollution for about
8 days and on the ninth day she is given bath at
malabodi. Even during the other days of poliution
she goes to malabodi and takes bath. Both for eat-
ing and drinking she is given a leaf plate.  Neither
on the first day nor on the final day is arranged any
special function. Women in monthly course observe
pollution for 3 days and they also take their bath
on the fourth day at malabodi.

14,  Among the Gonds, pollution lasts for six
days and on the seventh day the final bath is given.
She is accommodated in the house only and the bath
is also given in the same house. For normal mens-
truation, the period of pollution lasts for five days.
No other special function is held.

15. No special function is held on this occa-
sion among the Muslims as well as among Lohar
castes. Pollution lasts for 9 days in the case of

Lohar caste and the woman is accommodated in the -

same house and the final bath is given on the 10th
day. Among the Muslims, there is no custom of
segregating women under pollution.

Marriage

16. The social bond of marriage is recognis-
ed and regulated in various ways in different primi-
tive societies. Many of the usages connected with
marriage depend upon the fact that each of the two
parties is a member of a distinct family group,
through which they both possess a set of wider kin-
ship bonds. The importance here lies in the fact
that marriage links tog:ther not only two individ-
uals but also their respective kinsfolk, While this
is true in all societies, it is of paramount import-
ance in primitive cultures.

Types of marriages

17.  There are two types of marriages among
the Kolams as in case of Gonds. Marriage by negotia-
tion known as kadiyam mudekath and marriage by
capture i.e., Sumut korakath are the prevailing ways
of acquiring mates. Polygyny is allowed amongall
the communities in the village. Premarital sex rela-
tions are strictly prohibited. If a girl becomes preg-
nant before marriage, she is called upon to disclose
the name of her lover and he is forced to accept
the girl as his wife. Sexual indiscretion with an out-
sider involves instant expulsion from the tribe. The
Kolams celebrate the marriage of their daughters
both before and after the attainment of puberty, but
now-a-days the later is very common.

Age at first marriage

18. From Table 64 it canbe seen that the
usual marriageable age for the girls used to be bet-
ween 10 and 14 years and for boys between 15 and
19 years. Of course a few i.e., 9 marriages had
been performed at an early age of 5-9 years cover-
ing 1 male and 8 females, There are 9 males and
39 females who are married in the age group of 10-
14 years. This clearly proves that child marriages
were very common in this area and that too among
females. A comparative study of Tables 6 and 64
reveals that as against 57child marriages in the age
groups of 5-9 years and 10-14 years (Table 64) re-
corded at their first marriage, there are only at pre-
sent 6 persons who are married and who are in the
age group of 0-44 years (Table 6). It may therefore
be concluded that child marriages are becoming
rare. 31 males and 14 females were married in the
age group of 15-19 years {Table 64) whereas there
are only 10 people who are married and who are in
the age group of 20-24 years and all of them are
males. Only 2 males were married in the age group
of 25-29 years. No marridges were performed in
the age groups 30-34 years and above.

Permissible partners

19. The rule of exogamy is strictly followed;
a man cannot thus marry a woman of his own sept.
As already described in the previous pages, the Ko-
lams, like the Gonds are divided into four exoga-
mous sects called Dayyams (phratries) and the marri-
ages are contracted according to phratry within their
own tribe. Marrying mother’s own brother’s daugh-
ter and father’s own sister’s daughter is permitted.
Marrying own sister’s daughter is however a taboo.
Marrying elder brother’s wife is permitted while
marrying the younger brother’s widow is prohibited.
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Consanguinity

20. Out of the 75 marriages investigated in
the village, 47 alliances are within the consanguine-
ous relationship and 28 are non-consanguineous
(Table 62). Of the 47 consanguineous marriages, 32
are with mother’s own brother’s daughter and 14
are with father’s own sister’s daughter, while only
one is with other blood relationship (Table 60).
There are 61 monogamous marriages and 7 polygy-
nous marriages (Table 62). Polygynous marriages are
found in the two Scheduled Tribes. There are two
cases of marrying elder brother’s widow one in
Gonds and the other in Kolams (Table 60),

Spatial distribution

21.  Most of the marriage alliances are con--

tracted within the village and within the taluk. Of
the 75 marriages, 23 are contracted within the vil-
lage, 33 outside the village but within the taluk, 14
outside the taluk but within the district and only 4
are contracted outside the State (Table 63). The par-
ticulars of one marriage in Kolams have not been
reported.

Marriage by negotiation

22. Marriage by negotiation is prevalent
among all the castes and tribes in the village. The
Kolams call it as pendlior kadiyam mudekath while
the Gonds call it as khaje kobra. The proceedings
of the marriage among Kolams are similar to a
great extent, though not identical, to those of Gonds.
The Muslims call it as shadi, while among the Lo-
har community it is known as /aggam.

23. Payment of bride price is in existence
among the tribes and castes of the village in one
form or the other. The rate of bride price among
the Kolams and Gonds is the same. Rs. 15.50 cash
and 8 sarees and two upper clothes are given to
parents of the bride.  This is known as voli among
the Kolams and paring among the Gonds, The cash
and the sarees are given to the mother of the bride
while the upper clothes to her father. The amount
of the bride price paid among the Lohars and the
Muslim community is not fixed. It depends on the
economic condition of the particular person. Among
Muslims it is called as mahar which is paid to the
girl herself. The payment of bride price is not a cus-
tom among the Lohar community but the parents of
the bride who are poor generally demand some
money from the groom’s people.

24. Initiation always starts from the groom'’s
side. During formal discussions and meetings at shan-
dies, the parents of the boy will come to know the
whereabouts of girls of marriageable age in neigh-

bouring villages. The Kolams do not consult the
almanac or approach a Brahmin for an auspicious
day. Generally the marriages are performed in the
month of Kartigam (October-November). Delak,
tbe village priest of their tribe is consulted about the
time and the day for initiating the proccedings of
the marriage. Thursduys, Fridays and Mondays are
considered auspicious. All the ceremonial functions
are L'lsuully arranged in the month of Kartigam.
Marriage is performed at bridegroom’s residence.
Same is the case with the Gonds also,

25. After having known the information about
the girl, five males of their tribe irrespective of
phratry, start for the village of the girl on any day
mentxoped above to know the desire of her parents.
On thglr way to girl’s house. if they hear the roar
of a tiger or the howl of a fox, they consider it a
gqod omen and belicve the match will be settled
without any hindrance. 1If they come across a cat
or hear the barking sound of a dog, it is considered
as a bad omen and they believe the results of the
negotiations would be disastrous and so naturally
postpone the visit to a later date. On reaching the
village. they directly visit the prospective bride’s
Louse. At the girl’s house, they are made to sit and
are offered either beedis or tobacco as the case may
bc Later the party reveals the purpose of their
v1$1't to the girl's parents. If the girl’s people give
their consent 1o the match, they dine in the girl’s
h01'1se and ‘invite the girl’s pa:ty to visit their village.
This practice is known as pillan velang cherekath.

;26: It is not binding as such on the part of
the girl’s parentsto visit the village of the boy since
a!l matters are decided upon at the time of first
'wsxt. .After a lapse of a week or 50, a few people
including some women with some foodstuffs and
a goat repair to the girl's village. Before so
leaving, the marriage booth is erected with nine

wooden pillars helped by the
. people of all D
(phratries) as shown in the sketcE_ ayyams
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The boy’s party directly go to the girl's house where
the marriage booth is erected before performing
any other ceremony. After this, arrangements
for cooking are made and the goat brought by
the boy’s party is cut and cooked. Meanwhile
the girl is given bath after applying turmeric.
The girl is made to wear a new sarec and is
made to sit facing east on a wooden plank under the
newly erected marriage booth. Their community
people in the village are invited on this occasion,
The Delak (village priest) and the Naikoon of the
girl’s village are also invited. Sacred rice is distri-
buted to all the assembled and bottu (vermilion mark
on the forehead) is applied to the prospective bride
by a woman from the boy’s party. Then bottu is also
applied first to the Naikoon and later to all the
assembled. After this, German silver bangles known
as kadiyalu are worn to the wrist of the girl. All the
assembled then throw the sacred rice over her as a
mark of their blessings. This ceremony is known
as kadiyam kamme kayyor. After these functions,
all the people invited are served with non-vegetarian
food, The groom’s party returns to their village
leaving two men and the cart in the bride’s village

lostart next day along with the girl.

27. The bride’s party arrives at the groom’s
village accompanied by the two men left behind ear-
lier. This party stopson the outskirts of the village
and the two persons of the bridegroom’s party who
accompanied them are sent in advance to inform the
groom’s people of the acrival of the bride’s party.
After receiving the news, a few men and women are
sent with some food to receive them, After finishing
the vegetarian meals, tobacco or beedis are exchang-
ed between the two parties. This ceremony is
known as yeduru dandi which is similar to that of
other Hindu castes.

28. After completing this ceremony the party
starts from that place and stops at the entrance of
the habitation area. Here the girl is made to sit on
the feet of her maternal uncle facing eastand
groom’s party presents another pair of German sil-
ver or silver bangles to the bride. After this, ambali
(jowar gruel) with onions is served to all the mem-
bers of the bride’s party in greenleaf cups called
doppolu. This function is known as sora java. All
the people of the bride are then accommodated in
a separate house belonging to the people of the
phratry of the bride which is called jonosoraon. In
case there are no families of that phratry, a sepa-
rate hut or a booth is erected nearer to the groom’s
residence. Meanwhile arrangements for the sitting
are made and people belonging to bride and groom

sit in opposite directions. Before the actual mar-
riage proceedings are started the voli (bride price) is
paid to the parents of the girl.

29. After completion of this, all the people
including the bride and the groom ' proceed to Poch-
amma deity under the saree canopy. Devari or Delak
(the village priest) propitiates the deity. Vermilion
and turmeric marks are applied to the deity and then
the Delak bedaubs a bit of earth in front of the
deity with cow dung. Cross lines as shown in the
sketch are drawn with bukka and gulal.

30. Some grains of jowar are placed in front
of the deity and a chicken is left there to know
whether it picks up the grain or not to ascertain the
willingness of the deity. If the chicken picks up the
grain, it is considered a good sign and granting of
consent of the deity. Ifit fails to pick up, they
bring another chicken and try with it. This goes on
until they succeed in it. After thus knowing the con-
sent, the fowl is sacrificed. Later a little quantity
of all the dishes that are prepared are served in a
green leaf plate and kept before the deity. Devari
utters some words. This is called naivejyam. The
food offered to the deity is partaken by the people
gathered around. The new clothes which are to
be given to the bride and the groom are kept before
the deity and turmeric water is sprinkled on them.
Two women carrying these clothes go round the
deity three times while the drums are beaten. Thus
ends the propitiation of the deity and all of them
return home.

31. Soon after reaching the home, arrange-
ments are made for giving bath to the bridegroom.
No elaborate arrangements are made for the cere-
monial bath of the couple as in the case of the
Gonds. The clothesare dyed in turmeric water, The
couple are given bath separately. Turmeric paste
is applied 1o both of them before they are given
bath. The girl is given bath in jonosoraon while the
groom in his own house. Throughout this operation
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women will be singing songs. Drums and trumpets

" are played at this time. Later, all the invitees are

entertained with non-vegetarian food. No other func-
tion is held on this day and they pass their time in
dancing and singing.

32. The second day starts with kume cere-
mony. This is almost similar to that of kumikumal
ceremony among the Gonds or to that of ariveni-
kundaly among the other Hindu castes of this area
with some variation in the ceremony. Five small
and one medium sized earthen pots with their con-
cave lids are brought and are placed in the basket
which is kept in the kitchen. But among the Gonds,
these are kept in the house of the brother-in-law.
The same number of pots arebrought by all the
people irrespective of phratry among Kolams. The
medium sized pot duly filled with water is carried
by the husband of the groom’s paternal aunt to the
place where the entire cattle of the village gather.
At the time of carrying the pot, he is given one new
upper-cloth known as duppati by the groom’s pa-
rents. After reaching the place which is called gor-
dargottam a small heap of dung is arranged and a
few fig leaves are planted in it and betel nuts accord
ing to their phra.ry are kept in it, i.e., in case the
groom belongs to Edo Dayyam (seven gods phratry)
they keep seven betel nuts and the four gods phratry
people keep four nuts andsoon. Later the paternal

‘aunt of the groom wearing new clothes presented

by the father of the groom carries the small sized
earthen pots in a basket under a saree canopy accom.
panicd by drums and trumpets to gordargotiam
(cattle gathering place; where already her husband
had kept the big sized earthenware. Afier cleaning
the place and drawing muggu these small sized
earthenware are placed facing the big pot as shown
in the following figure and a thread is wound round
these small pots connecting them to the bigger one.

Sralt Eaethen Poty

After this the thread wound is taken out one
by one and the first one tied to the wrist of the
bride’s sister by giving the small sized pot (kone
kope). In the same way the second one is given to
the sister of the groom while the remaining three
small earthenware are given to other women irres-
pective of their Dayyams (phratries). The procession
then starts for the marriage booth. All these func-
tions are directed by the Delak (the pricst) and the
Naikoon (the tribal elder of the village). The people

however are not aware of the significance of this
ceremony,

33. The small earthen pots brought from
gorldargottam by the women are placed on the heap
of Jowar arranged around the munda post under the
mgmage booth. Here on the earth, decorative lines
with jowar flour and turmeric powder which are
Jocally called paitu are drawn. Then the thread is
wound around these posts for five times. The pater-
nal aunt of the groom lits the candlein the con-
cave lids of the small earthen pots.  After this all
the promised ornaments are carried in a basket to

Jonosoraon where 1t is handed over to the girl’s
party,

34, This basket contains in addition to the
ornf.a‘ments, a small earthen pot and a small quantity
ot oil, bukka, gulal, katika, clothes dyed in turmeric
water and the bashingam. The bride is made to wear
the turmeric clothes and the bashingam is tied to her
forechcad. In the same manner, the groom is also
decorated at his house. The groom is then brought
ynder the saree canopy accompanied by the musical
instruments to gordargottam and i« left there. A few
members of the groom’s party proceed to the bride’s
place and‘she is also brought to this place to the
a.ccm.npumment of musical in,truments. This proces.
ston 1s led by the groom’s pzople and the bride’s par-
ty follow them carrying water in four or five brass
tumblers and also the sacred rice. After reaching
the place, the groom and bride stand facing each
other with a curtain in between.The groom first puts
his right leg on the wooden plank already arranged
and then the brids touches it with her right leg twice.
The curtain in betweea is removed and the groom
holdsthe hand of the bride and drags her to hisleft
side. The Devari distiibutes the sacred rice over the
heads of the bridal pair and this is followed by
others. While throwing the sacred rice, they all say

sabodhanam. Hcre it should be mentioned that the’

sister-in-law of the groom leadsin all the functions
tll the marriage is concluded.  After all the people
h.ave . sprinkled the sicred rice, the sister-in-law
ties in knot, the last end of the saree of the bride
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with the upper cloth of the groom. After this
the procession starts again from this place to
the marriage booth under sarce canopy. The
sister-in-law leads the bridal pair holding the
groom with her little finger and the groom in turn
holds the bride taking her little finger. After
reaching the booth, the Devari gives an earthen
pot to the groom’s sister-in-law who along with the
bridal pair takes five rounds around the munda post
keeping around the munda post one pot at the
end of each round as shown in the sketch.
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A circle is thus formed and in this a wooden
plank is placed. The bridal pair is made to
sit on ihe plank and the cister-in-law applics tur-
meric paste at three places on thf: body of the
couple and takes them out of the circle. Then the
groom and bride go inside the house and cl}angc
their clothes and wear old clothes. Once again the
couple are made to sit in that circle and the. Dcl.ak
holding the tumbler filled with water takes it twice
round the couple and throws the water on thf:
ground. This ceremony is called harathi baladosi.
Later three tumblers full of water is pourf:d over
the couple and then the groom is taken to his hogse
while the bride to jonosoraon. The groom and brfde
change their clothes and wear new clothes_ which
they have changed prior to the above sa;d cere-
mony. The couple once again are made t'o sit under
the booth. The groom holding the marriage locket
in his hand stands and show it. to the assembled
saying ‘Ram, Ram’ and invests it in the neck of the
bride. Later the groom bends his head over that.of
the bride and all the assembled throw the sacred rice
on them asa mark of their blessings. Hlth’er‘to,
p:ople belonging to groom and bride were sitting
separately and now they all come together. The par-

27

ing (bride price) of Rs. 15.50 P. is paid to the mother
of the girl along with 8 sarees and an upper cloth
to the bride’s brother and a saree to her sister are
given by the groom’s people, This over, the groom
and the bride holding a pot, accompanied by the
members of both the parties go to jonosoraon where
the people belonging to bride’s party standing on
the threshold do not allow them to enter while the
groom’s people try to over-power them and get in-
to the house. Furious words are exchanged bet-
ween the two parties. After a few moments, the
fury subsides and they proceed with their further
ceremonies. The groom and the bride are made to
sit opposite each other and the pot which they have
carried is kept in betwcen and the bridal pair
stretch their hands over the pct while the women
around pour rice two times over tiieir hands which
fall in the pot. The rice that has thus fallen into
the pot is measured and the same thing is repeated
once again. There are thus now two small heaps
of rice one representing the groom and the other
the bride. In casc the heap of the bride is more than
that of the groom she is considercd lucky and vice
versa. This ceremony is known as rasi. Those who
are willing to give presentations offer the same after
this ceremony and all the gifts are taken by the
parents of the girl only The boy and the girl are then
entertained together to a dinner. Thus ends the
main ceremonies of the marriage celebrations. Dur-
ing these threc days they entertain their relatives
with non-vegetarian dishes,

35. The fourth day starts with the kodikorru
ceremony, Two people belonging to groom’s party
go to the gordargortam (cattle gathering place) where
a small fowl is given to them by the bride’s elder
sister and the couple is then brought to this place
accompanied by men and women of both the
parties to observe the Devadevi ceremony. The
fowl which is offered to the groom’s party is sacri-
ficed to the Devadevi deity and is cooked. This food
is partaken by all the people gathered around. After
completion of this ceremony they return to the
groom'’s house where the invitees are entertained to
a non-vegetarian feast. Till evening there will be
no functions except dancing and meiry making.

36. In the evening cheeti ceremony is per-
formed. Ten persons, males and females of both the
parties sit facing each other on a goni or on a kam-
bali as the case may be irrespective of the clan. Then
the groom washes the feet of the people of the
bride’s party while the bride does the same to the
people of the groom’s party.  After this a little bit
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of jowar bread and meat kept in a green leaf are
distributed by the bridal pair, with their pranams
(respects) to the people gathered around.

37.  On the following morning the concluding
ceremony known as adavabudha is observed. After
entertaining to a dinner, the grooms party sec their
relatives and the girl’s party off by exchanging the
customary words ‘Ram, Ram’. The bride is left with
the groom. Thus ends the marriage ceremony of
the Kolam tribe. After about 10 days, ten to twelve
members from the bride’s party visit the groom’s
village where they are entertained to a non-vegeta-
rian feast. Next day this party along with the bridal
pair return to their village. After spending one or
two days in the bride’s village, the bridegroom
returns to his own village.

38. There are a few similaritjes and differen-
ces between the marriage customs of the Kolams
and those of Gonds. The subtle differences in the
performance of marriages among the Gonds and
Kolams are :—

(1) Pradhan, the ritual bard plays an im-
portant role in the Gond marriages; of late the
wanton negligence of the Pradhan on the part of the
Gonds is resulting in some sortof strained relations
between these two tribes, But among the Kolams
there is no ritual bard as such.

(2) Among Gonds, irrespective of phratry
and clan, the Panch, the local elders consisting of
Mahajan, Patel and Karobari of the bridegroom’s
village, accompany the bridegroom’s party for mar-
riage to the bride’s village and they take active part
in all the marriage proceedings, But this jg not so
among the Kolams. It is not obligatory on the part
of the Panch of the bridegroom’s village to accom-
pany the bridegroom’s party, The brevailing cus-
tom is that only their own clan people accompany
them.

(3) Whereas among Gonds the materna) uncle
or paternal aunt and in their absence any classifica-
tory uncle or aunt take leading part in the marriage
among the Kolams, only the sister-in-law of the
bridegroom leads all the functions tilj the marriage
is completed. Details of the marriage of the Gond
tribe have not been dealt here since they have been
described in detail in the Village Survey Monograph
No. 40 of Bhurnur. The expenditure for the mar-
riage varies between Rs. 100 and 300,

39. There is no special function for nuptial
ceremony among the Kolams. Under any circums-
tances sexual intercourse is not permitted during
the course of the marriage. But after the marriage
ceremony is over, in case of lack of initiation on the
part of the groom, the elderly women induce the
bride. Cases where the husband is found impotent
are also brought to the notice of the Caste Pancha.
yat for decision. The wife need not hesitate in tel-
ling the weakness of her husband before the Caste
P'anchayat. In such families the general harmony is
disturbed and it ultimately results in divorce.

. 49. Illicit contacts on the part of women of
this t.nbe are not tolerated by the husbands. The
culprits are brought to the notice of the Caste Pan-
chayat and are suitably fined. The fines thus collect-
ed are spent on entertaining the caste people. The
women thus accepted again by their husbands will
not be lcoked down upon by the tribe. Sexual jnter-

course with women durj i
' uring the period of menses i
considered a taboo, oP

Marriage by capture (Sumut korakath)

41, This t
gd‘ to by‘ those Kolams who are too
I}:;d;fr”'ce or ;30 bear the subsequent expenses of

riage.  Even to this day this i
. tom is pre-
vailing among this tribe o .
- There are 17 marriages
by capture among this tribe in this village. :

2 .

and t;’;.(;.]at(tfap:urmg of a girl or boy are permitted
er >

people wh YPe are not so common. Only those

boys and gocta:f)enm hav.ing Male i§sues, capture the
retain them | M married to their daughters and
marriage are lfn their houses. Four such cases of
of the wiifs ound among the Kolams and Gonds
mon i bot}gle;h Ot_‘ course capture of girls is com-
Form suct e tribes. Those who intend to per-
her movem':nat”lages first se.lect the girl and watch
gers. Then thes secretly with the help of the villa-
Visit the village of 1o o, ¢ guardians of the boy
the Naig ge o th_c girl and inform their plan to

alkoon of the village after paying his custo-

end the girl to th '
Some pretext or the other. & ¢ forest on

43,
entertain s
to the girl’

(())n the day fixed, the parents of the boy
mg People of their village and send them
s village who hide themselves in the
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nearby forest. The information about the arrival of
this partyis secretly conveyed to the Naikoon who un-
der some pretext sends the chosen girl in the com-
pany of some other women to the spot, where the'
boy’s people are hiding. Soon after the girl appears,
the people rush and pounce upon her, lift her bodily
on their shoulders and leave for their village. Great
resistance to this capture is often offered by the
women present and the men are chastised in right
€arnest. Stones and sticks etc., which are close at
hand are freely hurled to set the girl free from the
Clutches of these kidnappers. The men should not
touch other women though the later may hurt them,
their only recourse being running away with the
girl. On such occasions they throw Rs. 2 towards
the customary fee of these women and manage to
get a way with the girl who in her full tears is
brought to the boy’s house.

44, Immediately after reaching the village
with the girl, the marriage proceedings start without
Wwaiting for an auspicious day and even before the
arrival of the bride’s party. All the proceedings of
‘the marriage are performed in the same manner as
regular marriage but in a hurry. In such cases they
may even omit certain minor functions, such ommis-
sions not being considereda taboo and there will
not be big gathering of invitees. Parents of the bride
arrive sooner or later and show their un-willingness
which usually subsides with the consoling words of
the village elders; the bride price is paid, (if the
boy’s paYents can afford it then and there) and the
bride’s parents are entertained, in case the bride
Price cannot be paid during the marriage celebra-
tions, it has to be paid at least later on to the pa-
rents of the bride, and if they fail it is considered a
social disgrace and the bond of marriage is not'con-
sidered legal. The expenditure on such marriages
works between Rs. 30 and 100.

Widow remarriage

45. Widow remarriage called pat is permitted
in this tribe. As per the custom among Kolamsa
widow can marry her husband’s younger brother.but
it is not binding. A widow can marry an out51d¢3r
without first seeking the hand of her late husband’s
younger brother. In such a case she has to leave
the offspring born through her departed husband
with her in-laws and she will not have any right pn
her late husband’s property; all the ornamentsin-
cluding the marriage locket are taken out; baby at
breast is allowed to be retained with her but only to
be returned later.

46, The ceremony of widow remarriage is
simple. The widow and her new partner are given
bath together and new clothes are worn. He ties a
string of black beads or a pusthe or peuti (marriage
locket) around her neck and gives ornaments pro-
mised to her in the presence of the community
elders. The proceedings of the widow marriage
come to an end with a non-vegetarian feast. In such
type of marriages there is no payment of bride
price.

Case study

One Sri Atram Gunda of Kolam tribe married
a widow Bheembai who is also a distant relative.
When Bheembai, in a widowed state, asked him to
marry her, the fact was conveyed to the village
elders who consulted her and gave their consent to
their marriage. Next day Atram Gunda brought a
new saree for her and a pair of new dhotis for him-
self. After bath, they wore them, He tied marriage
locket in the presence of the community elders and
gave them a non-vegetarian feast. He speni Rs. 66

over the marriage.

Divorce

47. Divorce is’common and permitted among
both Kolams and the Gonds. Both husband and wife
enjoy equal rights, A woman who dislikes her hus-
band generally clopes with the man of her choice
and such elopements automatically result in divorce.
Disputes of divorce are dealt by the Tribal Pancha-
yat. The women generally divorce their husbands
on getting interested in other men and in such cases,
the paramour has to pay the bride price and the
other expenses of the marriage as decided by the
Panchayat, to her first husband. All her ornaments
including the marriage locket are taken by her first
husband and only the baby at breast is allowed to
stay with her. In case the initiative comes from the
husband, nothing is paid to her nor her belongings
like ornaments, etc., are taken away, She is at
liberty to marry any person of her choice within the
tribe. The marriage of divorced women also called
pat is performed observing the same ritual as fol-

lowed in widow remarriage.

48. There are 20 marriages performed by
negotiations, 21 by capture and 5 are pat (widow'or
divorce) marriages in the village. The fo.llowx.ng
Statement gives the details of the community-wise

figures of marriages.
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STATEMENT 1V
TYPES OF MARRIAGES BY CASTE/TRIBE/COMMUNITY

No. of marriages by

— -
Name of No. of Par (Widow
Tribe/ house- Negotia- or divorced
€ommunity holds tion Capture woman)
m ) ) ) )
1 Gond 8 4 4 1
2 Kammara 1 1
3 Kolam 27 1 17 4
4 Muslim 4 4
Total 40 20 21 5

Death

49. Though the marriage customs of the Ko-
lams resemble to some extent those of Gonds, they
differ distinctly in the funeral customs. The dead
are both buried and cremated. The common prac-
tice is to bury as cremation involves more expenses
than burial. Only those who can afford to meet
such expenses crcmate their dead. Persons, that
died of smallpex andcholera, areinvariably buried.
The dead are buried in the forest far from the
habitation and also in their fields and the grave is
never again ‘isited. Both males and females are
allowed to follow the corpse to the burial ground.
In case of cremation, the corpse cannot be disposcd
of till all the relatives of the deceased arrive and
the obsequies (muntha) are (0 be performed within
two days. In case of burial they need not wait for
the arrival of the relatives and the obsequies can be
postponed to a later date to be performed convini-
ently within a year. The widow is not allowed to
re-marry till the muntha ceremony is performed.

50. On the death of a member of the tribe,
his relatives and the villagers assemble at his house
and console the members of the family. A sick
person who is about to die is removed from the
cot and placed on the floor. After he has breathed
his last, four persons—two from the same clan of
the deceased and two from any other clan carry
the corpse on hands outside the house and bath is
given either with hot or cold water. It is carried
on the stretcher led by the people other than of his
clan holding the sticks lighted with fire and the
number of the sticks depends on the clan of the
deceased i.e., if he belongs to Edo Dayyam, seven
sticks are held and so on. No musical instruments
are played during the funeral procession. After
reaching the outskirts of the village the corpse is
rested on the floor for a while and a small quantity
of jowar or rice is put near the head of the deceas-

ed by the people belonging to that clan. After
reaching the burial ground, the corpse is placed-in
the grave or on the pyre as the case may be, keep-
ing the hcad towards the east. Then the chief
mourner first puts a small quantity of earth in the
case of burial or lits the fire in case of cremation
and the rest follow him. The wife of the deceased
removes her marriage locket and throws it in the
grave or in the pyre. Having completed this, all
those who followed him return to the home after
taking bath. Immediately after returning, they erect
a wooden post (munda) in the name of the deceased
in_1 front of the shrine Ayak that forms the propitia-
tion centre for their territorial group and this munda
is held.to symbolise the deceased. Whenever a new
;.mmda 1s put up, the blood of the sacrificial animal
1s sprinkled over all the posts in the row and also
over the small stone slabs which in former days were
erected in the place of wooden poles (mundas).
Here on the occasion of festivals and agricultural

rites, the deceased receive their share of prayers
and offerings.

51. Pollution in this tribe lasts
They do not visit the burjal ground up
and only on the 9th day the chief mo
and places a bit of tobacco and water and returns
after taking the bath., The obsequies known as
muntha are performed on the ninth day, if they can
be postponed to a later date. If they t;ave deiid*d
to perform the obsequies, the brother-in-law of'tl:e
deceased, but not the son as in the case of Gonds
has to perform all the rites. The brother-in-law
of the deceased with a pot goes to a nearby strea
and returns with a potful of water, sand andnz:
few medi leaves and garika. A small boc’)th with
four or five wooden piilars depending on the Dayyam
(clamy of the deceased p:rson is erected and yiyn it
thg sand brought by the person is heaped. Qver
this heap, the pot with water covered by‘a lid 1
pla§ed and on this lid the megi leaves and ths
garika (grass) are placed. Now the children arz

h erected and e
: ach o
drops the grains on to the ground as man a

that of the dsceased’s clan (Dayyam
of children that are made to sit aro)L’m
depends upon the Dayyam (clan) of the
for example, the deceased
(clan), si?( children, 3 males and 3 females and
on. This over, a small pot filled with watz::n S(c)l
C?vered with lid is brought and is placed n b
‘an.one afready arranged in the booth and aear e
is lighted. A pattu with different colours as dcam'i]c
ed elsewhere in the report is drawn in frong :)Sfcrtlt::

for 8 days.
to 8 days,
urner visits

Y times as
The number
d the booth
deceased, If,
beigngs to six Dayyam
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booth by the Delak and a goat is decapitated. The
meat of this goat is cooked in five, six or four hear-
ths as the case may be depending on the clan of
the deceased. If the person who had died belongs
to six Dayyam (clan) the meat is cooked in six hear-
ths. Then the small pot on whose lid the candle
is lighted is taken and kept at the God’s corner and
all the members of the household offer their salu-
tations. Later the invitees are entertained to a
non-vegetarian meal. Thus ends the obsequ1e§.
There is no practice of changing the residence }f
death occurs on any inauspicious day among this
tribe,

Superstitious beliefs

52. The Kolams too believe in luck and
superstitions as in the case of other people.
Previously they used to desert the villages and settle
in other places when any member of the family fell
sick or some misfortune threatcned the families. But
now-a-days this practice is given up, because of
their economic transition, due to the implcmenta-
tion of the forest conservancy laws and other
welfare measures which had their own impact on
the social outlook of the people.

53. They also believe in omens. The barking
of a dog is considered unlucky and is taken to be a
sign of some approaching calamity to the village.
To hear the howling of a fox and the roar of a tiger
is considered lucky. While going on some work, if
they come across a cat or a snake it is considered
a bad omen and in such cases they abandon the
idea of travelling on that day. Contrary to this, if
one comes across a fox or a bothika—itis considered
a good omen. Similarly to see a woman in married
status carrying food or a pot filled with water is
considered lucky. Sneezing once is considered un-
lueky but thrice is considered lucky.

54, The adverse effects of the evil eye are
also believed by the Kolams which is known as
dishti. For protecting them from the possession of
the evil eye, a little quantity of cooked jowar food
is taken round the affected person three times and
is thrown in the hearth. They also use mascots
known as bandi, which they believe prevents a man
from falling ill. The bandi is given by Delak. They
have no permissible or prohibited days for hair-
cutting. They have their hair cut at any time they
desire, Generally Sundays are considered auspicious
for undertaking journeys or some good work.,
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ECONOMY

General

. Until very recently Kolams subsisted on shift-
ing (podu) cultivation and with the introduction
of forest conservancy during the last ten decades,
they had to give a go-by to that type of cultivation
in f.avour of plough cultivation. They used to select
a piece of land on the hill slopes and the underwood
covering is cut during the spare time and the tim-
ber and leaves are left to dry. During the months
of April and May these dried wood and leaves are
burnt and the ashes serve the purpose of manure,
wh.ereas fire destroys agricultural pests. The seed
of jowar, small millets, pulses are scattered over the
land or sometimes the seeds are sowed into holes
made by a dibble (digging stick). The spiked iron
blade of the hoe is attached to a knee-shaped haft
b)/.means of a socket. Sometimes the same iron
point may be affixed alternately to hoe and digging
stick. Both instruments are also used for digging
up wild roots and tubers. After sowing the seed
1nto the hole, the soil is brushed over with a kind
o.f bamboo broom with one end spliced into many
ribs.  After the seed has been sown the tillers sit
d.own confidently to await the results. A soil ferti-
hz'ed with fresh ashes and receiving an abundant
ram.fall sometimes yields a rich return. After
cultivating for about three years in succession, the
land is left fallow. A new plot on the hill slope is
selected and cleared. Thus the land where podu
cultivation is done is changed once in three years,
They arrange the cultivation of land in such a way
that knodapodu is done every year to raise the requi-
l‘_ed quantity of grain for their domestic consump-
tion. To-day all the people of this tribe are found
practising settled agriculture only and have given
up their nomadic life.

Land

2. The occupation of all the inhabitants irres-
pec.tive of tribe and community in this village is
agriculture.  The total area of the village is
Ac. 2,693 and 38 guntas* and is distributed in the
following categories according to the Revenue
Records.

* 40 guntas =1 acre.

STATEMENT V
LAND UTILISATION PAKTICULARS

S. No. Type of land Extent
Q)] 2) 3)
Acres-guntas
1 Patta fand 381-30
2  Kharijkhata 59-19
3  Footpath 1-15
4 Garuvu 37-27
5 Villagesite 4-00
6  Streams 4-11
7 Roads 2-5
8  Poramboke 2,203-11
Total 2,693-38

3. Of the total land of Ac. 2,693-38 guntas»
the area under cultivation is about Ac. 616-28
guntas. Again of this total cultivated area, Ac.
381-30 guntas is patta land and Ac. 47-23
guntas is from the kharijkhata land while the
remaining area of acres 187-15 guntasis from poram-
boke land. Except 0 acres of land which can
be brought under plough from the poramboke cate-
gory the remaining land is occupied by hills and
thick forests.

4. Except two households, one each of Kolam
and Gond tribes, all the remaining 38 households in
the village are possessing lands. Though legally,
the non-tribals are not allowed to possess the land
in the tribal areas there is a bulk of population esp-
ecially Mustims having lands in these areas. Sofive
non-tribal families (Muslims four and one Lohar)
have recently migrated to this village and have occu-
pied the cultivabie lands of the Government.
There are 10 households with a land of 3.1 to5
acres each, 3 households with 8.1 to 11 acres each,
55 households with 14-1 to 17 acres each; and 4
households are having 17.1 to 20 acres each while
there are 3 households with 20-1 to 30 acres each.
Only one Gond household is owning 30-1 to 40 acres
of land. Two households i.e., one household each
of Gond and Kolam Tribes are possessing 50-1 to 75
acres (Table 26).

Livestock
5. Milch cattle and the draught bullocks are
the common livestock in the village. Rearing of
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pigs, sheep and fowl are not common in this village.

Table 33 gives the details of livestock position.

There are 50 milch cattle and 43 draught bullocks

possessed by the inhabitants. There are 3 sheep,

4 pigs and 5 fowls in the village and these are

distributed among the houscholds of Gonds and

Kolams. Majority of the cattle wealth is possessed

by the Kolams. All the catile are of local breed.

Grazing facilities are abundantly available, since it
is surrounded by forzst,

Factors influencing the economic life of the village

6, The gensrous policy of the Government
has considerably changed the economy of this tribe.
After the introduction of the forest conservancy
laws, shifting cultivation has almost been restricted.
The Kolams of to-day are not so free as they
were a few decades back to clear the forest for
podu cultivation. Consequently the problem of re-
habilitation arose. Many amcliorative measures’
have been adopted to better the conditions of this
tribe. Under the Tribal Areas Regulation, 1339
Fasli, published in Jarida No. Il of 135, F., dated
31-10-1949, the tribal folk of this area have been
given permanent parta rights over the lands they
cultivated. Certain lands have been taken from
the revenue forests and were allotted to these tri-
bals. This is also one of the reasons for their
permanent settlement. In initial stages, bullocks
were 2lso supplied free to them and were also fina-
nced through the Rural Credit Co-operative Socie-
ties, to carry out indigenous agricultural operations.
This initial change has brought both good and evil
effects among the tribals.

7. In addition their association with Gond
(8. T.) and other plains’ people has brought about
many changes in both the m:thods of cuitivation
and the use of agricultural implements. With the
result they have given up the use of the age old
agricultural implements like the hoe and the stick,
On the other hand, agricultural implements ysed by
the plains’ people are also being employed. This sort
of change over brought many problems in its wake.
The most important one is the problem ofﬁnanc:ng
the various agricultural operations. Hitherto, agri.
cultural implements were very simple and agricul-
ture was less expensive. With the adoption of plough
the cost of cultivation has gone beyond their capa-
city. For example, simple implements like the hoe
and the stick were operated by human power and
hence were very cheap. Now the plough requires a
pair of bullocks to draw it which in its turn led the
poor tribals to incur debts. Quite a good number of

{(olams do not possess bullocks, They borrow money
ir.om money lenders of Asifabad town who demand
either a big slice of the produce or charge exorbitant
rate of interest_i.e, 25%.Even though the average size
of the holding is 13 acres in this village, the Kolams
have . only a hand-to-mouth economy. The mystery
of this ]i§s in the fact that a lion’s share of their
produce is taken away by the unscrupuluous money
lender's. The only way of improving the lot of Ko-
lams is that of extending necessary wherewithal to
enable. the Kolams to finunce their agricultural
Operations. An enquiry into the production pattern
also reveals that what they derive from agriculture
should be quite sufficient for g comfortable living.
But the crux of the whole problem is securing finan-
ces.for the.agricu]tural operations, seeds and grain
dur.mg famine and draught. Indebtedness stares into
their faces. It eats into the vitals of their economy.

Land reforms

area Sk;avﬁsbalready said, most of the tribals of this
Accord: cen _granted. permanent patta rights,
o ng to the information collected, 22 persons
lm t1¢ village have reported that they have acquired
ands under {]je reclamation scheme and 3 have
repprled that they have been benefited by the land
as?lgnm“m scheme. The remaining 15 persons are
enjoying lands under 1he reclamation scheme grant-
ed to their forefathers. One household each of
Kammara ang Muslim has occupied the land with-
out any allo ment under any scheme. There has been

1o Ch‘dn_gc in the ownership of land during last one
generation,

Workers and non-workers

. '9. Of the 223 persons, 110 are males and the
st are females, In the tota] population, 114 are
workers and 109 are non-workers. Of the 114 wor-
k9ers, 65 are males and 49 are females. Nearly 83-33%
(95) of the workers are in the age groups of 15-34
and 35-59 years. There are only 11 male and 5 fe-
male workers in the age group of 0-14 years while 2
gz)ales and 1 female are workers in the age group of
years and above. Similarly 85.529% (93) of the
non-workers fall in the age group of 0-14 years who
are mostly children of school going age and the re-

maining 16 fal in other age proups who are all
dependents (Table 14). = roup

10.
by sex, ag
kers, 65 a
As many
and the r

Table 15 gives the details of the workers
€ group and occupation, Of the 114 wor-
re males and the remaiff 49 are females.
as 106 workers are engaged in cultivation
est are in other occupations which are also
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more or less connected with agriculture. About 95%
of the workers who are in the age groups of 15-34
and 35-59 years are engaged in cultivation. Of the
8 persons, engaged in other occupations, 4 are work-
ing as herdsmen of whom one is a female and the
remiining 4 persons, each one is engaged in black-
smithy, agricultural labour, casual labour and tea-
ching. The above analysis goes to show that agri-
culture provides employment to the bulk of the vil-
lage working force, except that there are no other
opportunities to the people to engage themselves
for maintaining their families. Having no other
avenues for employm:nt during the slack season,
most of their time in that period is spent in non-
gainful occupations.

11.  Analysing the working population further
according to age groups, it can be seen that there
are 16 persons (11 males and 5 females) in the age
group of 0-14 years and of them 13 are engaged in
cultivation and the rest are employed in other
services. There are 61 persons (28 males and 33
females) in the age group of 15-34 years. Of them
59 are working in cultivation, one is in industry and
the other is in other services. Similarly, 34 persons
(24 males and 10 females) are in the agze group of
35-59 years, of them 31 are engaged in cultivation
and the remaining 3 are in other services. In the
age group of 60 years andabove thereare only 3

workers and all of them are engaged in cultivation
(Table 16).

12. Of the 109 non-workers 45 are males and
64 are females. Again out of these 109 non-workers,
93 are dependents who are not engaged in any work
and a majority of them are of tender age. Ten per-
Sons are engaged in household duties and all of them
are females and the remaining 6 are full time stu-
dents, of whom 4are boys and 2 are girls. The
bulk of the non-working population falls in the age
group of 0-14 years (Table 17).

13. Table I8 gives the details of the house-
holds engaged in cultivation, industry and business
belonging to the household. Of the 40 households,
as many as 37 are engaged in cultivation run by the
households. One is engaged in industry while the re-
maining 2 households are ncither engaged in culti-

‘vation nor industry nor business. It goes without

saying that the predominant occupation is agricul-
ture in the village.

14, Except blacksmithy attended to by one
Kam_mara household there are no other industries in
the village nor is there any business establishment.

Communications

15. Modern communications are yet to per-
colate into this interior parts of tribal land. A
metalled road is under construction connecting Utnur
and Asifabad which passes almost through the
heart of tribal area. Approach roads wherever pos-
sible are being laid. The village under study is
about 2 miles from the newly formed road. The
villag- can be reached by jetp during summer and
winter seasons but in the rainy season the distance
of two miles from the main road has to be covered
by foot or rengi a peculiar low levelled cart of this
region, For all the modern communications, pecple
of this village depend upon Utnur, the taiuk head-
quarters, Bullock carts are the only means of trans-
port for the people in this area.

Economic activities and nature of change

Livelihood classes

16. According to 1951 Census, there were 29
households in the v'llage with a population of 171
(89 males and &2 females) of whom 140 persons were
cultivators and 2 were cultivating labourers. The
status of the remaining population was not indi-
cated. Similarly 1961 Census recorded 39 house-
holds with a population of 193 persons (100 males
and 93 females) and all arc Scheduled Tribes. There
are 119 workers and 74 non-workers. Of the workers,
118 are engaged in cultivation and the remaining
one in other services. A close examination of these
figures shows that there is no change in the liveli-
hood pattern of the tribals during the lastone de-
cade (Tables 12 & 13).

17. But according to the survey conducted
during 1964, therc are 40 households with a popu-
lation of 223 (110 males and 113 females). Of the
40 households, 35 are Scheduled Tribes and 5 are
other caste people. Out of the 223 persons, 205
are engaged in cultivation and the remaining 18
persons are equally distributed among such occupa-
tions as agricultural labour, casual labour and
other services. Whatever may be the difference in
figures, the main source of livelihood to the inha-
bitants of the village is agriculture (Table 12).

18. There were only seven literates during
1951 Census and 9 in 161 Census. But the survey
conducted in 1964 recorded 18 literates. No appreci-
able progress is achieved in the field of “education
during the last one decade,
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Occupational pattern

19. There is no change in the ownership of
land among the tribals of the village. Table 23
gives an idea of the occupational pattern among the
tribals. It shows that agriculture is the only occu-
pation pursued by the tribals in particular and other
caste pcople in gencral for their subsistance and
it is also clear that they do not combine any other
occupation as a subsidiary one except agricultural
labour.

20. The total land in the village under culti-
vation is 616 acres and 28 guntas and out of this
an extent of 583 acres and 18 guntas is being culti-
vated by 33 tribal households (7 Gond and 26 Ko-
lam) and the remaining land of 33 acres and 10
guntas is under the possession of 5 non-tribal house-
holds (4 Muslim and onc Lohar) who have not
acquired them legally. One each among Gonds and
Kolams, the Scheduled Tribes are not owning land.
The average size of holding among the tribals is 17
acres and 27 guntas.

21. About occupational pattern of the heads
of 27 Kolam households, 26 are owner cultivators
and the remaining one is an agricultural labourer.
Of the heads of 8 Gond households, 7 are owning
land and the remaining one is working as a teacher
in the local primary school. The five other caste
people are also depending on agriculture only. '

22. The occupational pattern among the tri-
bals is very simple. Combination of occupations,
a general trend among the plains’ people, 1s conspi-
cuous by its absence in the case of the tribals of
this village. Diversification of occupations s
generally the nature of a complex economy.

Traditional occupation

23. Of the 40 households, 25 have reported
agriculture, one blacksmithy and the remaining 14
kondapodu, as their traditional occupations. Though
these 14 households have reported their traditional
occupation as kondapodu, none is following it at
present.

24. Table 23 gives the distribution of house-
holds by main occupation. Of the 40 houscholds,
agriculture is the main occupation for 37, while one
each of the remaining three follow agricultural
labour, blacksmithy and teaching as their main
occupations. Further analysis of the data commu-

nitywise, .shows that of the 8 Gond households,
7 arc having agriculture as their main occupation
while for one, teaching is the main occupation.
The head of this household bemng a Government
employee and the native of another village does
not possess any land here, - Similarly, out of the
27 Kolam households, 26 are engaged in cultivation
and the remaining one is engaged in agricultural
labour. Blacksmithy is the main occupation for one
Lohar bousehold, while agriculture is the main
occupation for the 4 Muslim households.

25: The incidence of the combination of
o.ccu.patxons by the people in the village is quite in-
significant. This can well be seen from the fact that
of the 37 households whose main occupation is
culu'vanon. only 8 have subsidiary occupations.
Aguin of these 8 households one each have, agri-
cultura.l labour, basket making, herdsman’ trade
and priesthood as subsidiary occupations wh’ilc the
Lhree have casual labour. Similarly, the one Lohar
hg?sefu(;lf ‘whose ma.in occupation is blacksmithy
h WhOlle\aguon as its subsidiary occupation. On
e whol , Susgtl‘of the 40 ho.useholds in the village
areha tlg sidiary occupations (Table 24). There

other employment opportunities for the people

to . ;
engage themselves either in the slack season or in
normal working days.

Mobility of occupation

- thii6‘-,i”aOccuT;:Ianona.l mobility is almost unknown
for the change. ) 0 socnaI. dogma as such is attached
this villace ,%_;0* occupation among the inhabitants of
the mol;iTit' ;: main factor. for the total absence of
this villa e}’.Odthe occupations among the pepole of
ties. E)g(cels duetolack of avenues and opportuni-
udustrios nptmg agriculture, there are neither
require or busine.s organisations which may
Kind of npower and which will provide better

of employment to the people. Perhaps this

might be the main reason for the peopl

i e sticki
to agriculture. thklng on

-uiture, If at all there is any change in
zslct‘i‘f:t‘i‘s:, lt’;; 'froyn shifting cultivation to se%tled
COnservanc. | 1% 1s due to the impact of forest
ties that h;’v a‘l’\)’s dngiother economic welfare activi-
fact can b Se e;n introduced by the State. This
21 Only ont;eré rom the figures presented in Table
occupation & g ond household' whose traditional
ching.  As a griculture has SW.IIChed over to tea-
be taken iotc cmat.ter of. fact th.ns household cannot
household E(\)(nsnderatlon asit is an immigrant
been take' en t_hOUgh teaching profession has

1 up, agriculture has not been totaily

-~

ECONOMY 37

given up. The other members of this household
are participating in agricultural operations. No

- Gond household in the village has changed its tradi-

tional occupation i.e., agriculture. 13 Kolam house-
holds who reported kondapodu as their traditional
occupation have changed over to settled agriculture
and of them 5 houscholds have expressed their dis-
contentment over this change. One household has
changed to agricultural labour from kondapodu.

Place of occupation

27. The inhabitants do not go outside the
village for employmsent and they are content Wwith
what they are having now. As they are illiterate
and untrained in other occupations, other avenues
outside their village cannot provide them any
occupations other than casual latour.

Aspirations

28. Their desires are limited and most of
them want that their sons should also take up
their own occupations. Of the 37 households
whose main occupation is cultivation, 28 desire that
their sons should continue in the same occupation;
2 aspire for Government service ; 1 wants to work
as teacher and 6 have not reported anything. The
head of one household following agricultural labour,
desires that his son should take up to agriculture,
Similarly, the head of the blacksmith household
wants that his son should enter Government service.
The head of another household whose main occupa-
tion is teaching, desires that his son should work
as bus conductor (Table 22).

29. The nature of contentment among the
tribal people is the most dominant factor which
helps them to stick to their age-old occupations. The
tribal likes his own surroundings and generally does
not like any change. Added to this, ignorance and
illiteracy are the secondary factors for this sort of
stagnant outlook.

Agriculture

30.  Agriculture is the main source of liveli-
hood to the peo>le of this village. Jowar, maize and
other kinds of pulses and cotton are raised in this
tract, There is no wet cultivation. Monsoon rains
are the only source for raising crops. Often they
suffer due to jnundation of agricultural fields by
excessive rains. Agricultural operations are started
from June, There is no change in the modus operandi
of various operations. The ways are primitive and

the implements used do not differ much from those
of plains and the yield is very low. There are two
crops viz, kharif and rabi.

Kharif

31. The crops sown with the commencement
of monsoon in June and harvested towards October
are called kharif crops. These crops require plenty
of water for their growth and therefore are grown
as soon as the monsoon sets in. The principal
kharif crops are rice, maize, chillies and vegetables
etc.

STATEMENT VI
KHARIF CROPS GROWN IN 1964

Average
yield in
5. No. Name of crop Area sown annas
Q) 2) (3) “
Acres-guntas
1 Paddy 42-30 8
2 Jowar 35-20 8
3 Maize 15-30 10
4 Samai 2-10 8
5 Redgram 3-20 6
6 Greengram 8-30 6
7 Blackgram 16-10 8
] Chillies 1-30 6
9 Teli 15-00 6
10 Cotton 10-00 6
Rabi

32.  The second crop season begins in autumn
and is known as rabi. In the absence of rains, the
crop matures with the help of moisture left in the
soil by the monsoon, the heavy dew of winter and
casual rain. These conditions bring the cultivators

good luck.

STATEMENT VII
RABI CROPS GROWN IN 1964

Aveage yield
S. No. Name of crop Area sown in annas
M (2) (3) @)
Acres-guntas -
1 Wheat 8-10 8
2 White jowar 15-20 8
3 Bengaigram 12-20 3
4 Castor seeds 6-20 6

33, The crop pattern given above shows that
paddy, jowar, cotton and the pulses are the major
crops grown in the village. Paddy, jowar, cotton
and maize arc sownin the month of June and har-
vested in the month of November. Redgram is sown
during October-November, Jowar and -wheat are
sown in the months of August/September and are
harvested in February.



Farming practices

34. Before the monsoon sets in, the landis
prepared. In the month of Chaitra, corresponding
roughly to March -April, the ploughing ef the fields
and the burning of all dry stalks and rubbish is done.
The agricultural year thus begins in carnest. The
villagers rise betimes and take their bullocks and
ploughs to the fields and clear the stubble and weeds
etc., of the previous year. The Kolams use the
wakur (the broad plough), to make trenches in the
earth, a plough like instrument with a horizontal
blade curved at the ends which is fastened between
the two prongs set nearly two feet apart into a broad
wooden board (Fig 13), The ploughman stands on this
board to increase the pressure. He ploughs from dawn
till nine or ten’O clock in the morning, and then re-
turns home for th. morning meal and rest, while
the women after cooking go to the fields and gather
the stubble and rubbish and burn it in heaps, which
is evenly spread over the fields while doing so. They
generally cover their head with a piece of cloth to
protect them from the heat of the hot sun as shown
in Fig. 12. No muanures except burnt ashes of rub-
bish are applied to most of the fields by the Kolams
and Gonds. Cow-dung is generally reserved for
maize and garden plots near the village. Of course,
on land newly cleared of forest, work begns with
the nagali or ser (plough) and then the wakur (broad
plough) is used. After clearing the field, they work
with ser whose wooden share is reinforced by
long thin iron rings (Fig. 14), With th s, the fields
are ploughed first in one direction and then again
at right angles. It only stirs up the soil without
turning it over. Generally during this period there
will be no great pressure of work and the youg men
in the house do most of the ploughing. Even boys
of fifteen and sixteen years of age take part in the
comparatively light work of riding the wakur across
the fields. In the heat of the day, all the work is
stopped. But preliminarifly preparations for sowing
are quite different among the other caste people in
the village, They apply manure and plough the
land systematically and regularly. Thisis the main
reason why the yield per acre is more in the lands
cultivated by the Muslims thanin the lands cultivat-
ed by the tribals. To some extent the Gonds work
harder in their agricultural fields than the Kolams.

35. After the preliminary ploughing, they
anxiously and patiently wait for the rains. The plots
of fields are already selected and kept ready for the
different kinds of crops. Seeds are sown afier they
had comparatively good rains, The husband drives
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ic plough, which seams the earth without turning
it, and his wife walks two steps behind and drops
thg sceds straight into the furrows, She uses no seed
drifl, but carries the seeds in a fold of her saree;
takes handful of seeds at a time and lets the grair;
dribble one by one through the fingers of her down
stretched hand. Behind her comes a man or a young
boy with a broad plough and covers the seeds with
egrth. Even men having only one pair of bullocks
will try.to arrange with his neighbour or a relative
at the time of sowing for joint operations. Mutual

help is exFended among these people at the time of
these agricultural operations.

‘ 36.  The agricultural season starts with the
sow:ng of maize, The maize plots sre usually very
small ind are located in the village and in between
the houses. They are manured with dung, Vegetables
seeFis like beans, cucumbers, etc., are mixed with
maize and broadcast while the crops are standing.

They are protected b .
Yy wooden posts and
cf wood and bamboo. P nd rail fences

3, After the Maize,

sown, Paddy is raised particularly in the valleys
where.the soil is swampy due to heavy rains. The
¢rop 1s entircly rain-fed apg the seed is sown dry
In the fields and is never grown in nurseries and
transplanted as in the case of regularly jrrigated
areas. The same  method is adopted by other
community people living in thijs area, Paddy is
always sown with a plough of narrow' flank a)llnd

attach.ed .wilh a seed drill.  Sometimes the green-
gram is mixed with this crop. )

paddy and cotton are

3.8. Next comes the
sown in the black cottop soil,
.lam cash crop to the people of
15 sown with broad
drill,

cotton crop which is
This is an impor-
this area. Cotton
p!ough attached with a seeq

pbldd);&MdAf‘zzrt the sowing of smal] millets, maize,
sowed. Jowa: itscmi,nvtaflreiabslt;lple oo e s
\ Jov ) sown wi
1d”r(xtil and it is of yellow variety, Gev:l]‘et:lalltyhepusfsed
'€ greengram, redgram, etc., are mixed w,'th e
ﬁ:;r §e3$1 and are sown in the fields. Telil (setsi:).e
inferiolrn 1cu;p) 1s broadcast op a comparatively
extraCmdqua {ty of land.  From this reli oj] is
o which js ysed for cooking
enerally those o

who are having b
: | : g bigger holg;
:::jser thlS. crop., Sometlmes, mixed with thisl::iingS
8ram 1s sown. The oi] is extracted within ?lll)e’
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village at home by employing an indigenous method.
This implement is known as noone vuli or gana
which is shown below.

40. A mortar is prepared with a lofty wooden
slab and fixed in the earth and is known as
nichki. A pestle fixed with a wooden log called
moddu which acts as a handle as shown in
the sketch is kept in the mortar. This is ope-
rated by two persons. One man will be rota-
ting the pestle holding the handle while the
other person, generally a woman, will be collecting
the oil coming out. This instrument is manufa-
ctured Jocally. There is only one ganain the village
owned by a Gond household who allows all the
houscholds in the village irrespective of tribe and
caste to use it free of charge.

41. Chillies or red pepper are most comm-
only used in all the dishes prepared by the people.
The people take much trouble in raising chillies
which add taste to their food. At first, chillies
and tobacco are raised in nurseries near their cattle
sheds on very small plots of lands and then trans-
planted to special plots preferably in their back-
yards. It is transplanted in between the rows of
maize crop.

42. Normally, the sowing of kharif (Ist crop),
crops are completed within two or three weeks
from the starting of sowing but often consistent
and heavy rains which are common in these parts
may hold up the operations for many a week. While
it is raining, it becomes wellnigh impossible ta
plough and sow as the soil of this area is of black

cotton variety which becomes very heavy and
sticky when wet. Of course, plough’ng may be
possible in the light soil, but the Kolams and Gonds
never plough the lands during a rainy spell, and
one may find them sitting in their houses, smoking
and cursing the bad weather.

43. Weeding operations are not so exclusively
carried out in the fields as in the plains. But when-
ever, there is fine day without showers, the men
plough the field set aside for the rabi (second crop)
crops and the women hurry to the maize plots and
other millet fields which are already sown to free
the young plants from the cloying embrace of weeds.
It is hard to keep abreast with the rank growthof
the weeds, and sometimes young men and boys join
the women. Sometimes women of two or three
households join together irrespective of clan and
weed alternatively on each other’s fields and this
arrangement also provides enough women 10 form
into two groups for the proper antiphonal singing of
dance songs. But weeding is not solely woman’s
responsibility; sometimes men also participate in it,
As soon as the young plants of cotton and jowar are
about a foot high, men drive a special plough, the
daura, in between the rows; this plough with its
knife-like blades uproots the weeds that would other-
wise sap the fertility of the soil and if left to grow
would smother the crop. The daura is very much
like the wakur but its horizontal blade is roughly
about 8" to 10” long; thus it slides easily between
the rows of jowar and cotton or pluses without uss
ing damage to the young planis, while the ks~
walk in the adjoining rows, muzzled with string bags
to their mouth lest they eat the crops.

44. As already meuntioned above the
tribals do no: move in the fields while it is rain-
ingand the area is famous for its torrential rains.
As a matter of fact weeding operations have to be
carried out four or five times for the proper growth
of the crops which these tribals seldom do. Being
forest, the grass in the fields grow very cxtensivcly
when compired to the fi.lds in the plains. To a
certain period the weeding operations have to be
done continuously in the ficlds. Generally the tribals
do the weeding operations once or twice which howe-
ever is not sufficient. During the course of investigation
it has been observed that the quantity of production
is comparatively more among the lands held by the
Muslim households when compared to the tribals
though the holdings of latter are more extensive than
those of the former. When questioned, the Muslim
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cultivators said that the 1ribals. did not properly per-
form the weeding operations in the fields. Heavy
rains do not prevent the oth;r C;flste peogle from
attending to weeding operations in the agricultural
fields. Further, the tribals scldom apply manure to
their fields. These are some qf the factors for the
poor quality and quantity of gram.produced by them.
Proper manuring and the use of improved methoiis
in agricultural operations would go a long. way in
improving productivity of the land of the tribals.

Harvesting

45. Harvesting operations mark a critical
time in the agricultural operations of this rcgifm.
Harvesting must be completed within a shqrt period
lest the fruits of their many months of toil may be
destroyed by the unexpected rains. ‘The ripe crop
standing long in the field runs the rxsk' of being des-
troyed by wild animals and pests. Ttis on account
of these reasons that all the memberg of the famlly
take part in harvesting. The harvesting operations
of the first crop (kharif) are generally c!one in the
month of September. Millets and samai crops are
usually the first to ripen and most of t}?e people have
at least a small patch of land sown wth thc.ese two
crops. The harvesting of the sma]l'mlllets is gene-
rally done by women. They usc neither knives nor
sickles, but break the stalk just above the ear heads
and store them in their saree fold. From time 10
time they transfer the lot into a bgsket. The har-
vested crop is commonly preserved in the house.. of
course, now-a-days a few households having l?lgggr
holdings are erecting small huts'and' preserving in
those huts, the harvested crop which is finally thra-
shed there itself. The ear heads are heaped on .we.ll
swept ground in front of the house an.d the grain is
separated from the ear heads. The mlll.ets. are not
grown in a large quantity and the thrashmg is ﬁmsh-
ed within no time and it is a comparatively lighter
work and is often attended to by thfe young boys and
gicls. Winnowing of small millctslls d:me by women
in their houses or, if weather permlts, in their court-
yards tossing the grain with winnows.

46. The second crop season usually starts
from September and October.  The crops sown and
grown during the cool and dr).' season attained their
present importance in the tribal areas of Adilabad
District because of the Kolams.  The gradual tran-
sition from shifting cultivation to settled cultivation
forced them to change their ways of prodgcn(?n and
they have incidentally taken up the culiivation of
rabi crops which were forma!ly the ymonopoly of
plains. The main crops of this dry weather season

a:e white jowar, wheat, pulses, and chana (Bengal4

‘gram). Castor is also grown in large quantities

both for home consumption as lamp oil and as a
cash crop. All the Kolams and Gonds realised the
advantage of the rotation of crops, and as in the
case of plains, they never grow oil seed in two con-
secutive years in the same field. Instead, they sow
jowar and cotton in the dry season alternatively.
The land cultivated during the rainy season is gene-
rally left fallow in the subsequent cold weather ;a
ficld with black cotton soil where pulses have been
grown as a rabi crop is often sown with paddy in
the following season. However, only those house-
holds with ample land can afford to change their
crops to the best advantage. And those households
with average resources of land sow jowar year after
year interspersed with a few lines of pulses, for
jowar is the crop which provides their staple food.

47. The sowing operations during the second
cTop season are also done more or less in the same
manner as were done during the previous season.
The men guide the plough and the women sow with
the help of the seed-drill. For sowing white jowar
and wheat on heavy soil, some people use not the
ordinary plough and seed-drill, but the tipun, a sow-
ing plough with three coulters. The harvesting of

the dry weather crops is done in the months of
March and April.

Guarding of crops

4%, As the crops shoot up, it is a problem to
the cultivator to look after them and save them

from destruction by the wild animals and birds. To -
guard the crops, platforms are buiit in the centre of

the fields. This platform is called manche (Fig.15)
and is foundin the fields of every household. These
platforms are thatched and often enclosed on three
sides with bamboo wattle walls and here with their
merry pipes the young men spend the nights, watch-
ing the fields, warmed by small fires burning in trays
of mud, ever ready to chase off the wild pigs, mon-
keys, porcupines and deers which are a great
menace to their crops. Later when the grain begins
to ripen, swams of parrots and other birds ravage
the grain; vigil has to be keptday and night men,
women and children aj| taking turns during the day
time on the fields to watch the crops. In the day
time they even sit on the roof of the platform and
drive away the birds by their hue and cry and also
hurl stones at them with a sling, During the night

when they hear the sound of wild pigs, etc., they
shout “hoo, ham’ to drive them away.
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Organisation of manpower

49. There is no problem of shortage of man-
power in this village and as a matter of fact th_ey
are underemployed. As narrated in the .preced?ng
paragraphs, agriculture is the only occugatlon which
absorbs a good numbear of workers. It is not com-
mon in this village to hire labour for the various
agricultural operations as in the case of plains. Most
of the operations, from the preparation of land
to the harvesting, are carried out by members
of the household concerned. Only those who pos-
sess bigger holdings generally have their own attach-
ed agricultural labourers or engage casual‘ labour
sometimes at the time of ploughing, weedu.)g and
harvesting. Inter and intra-tribal co-operation is very
common at the time of ploughing, weeding and har-
vesting. Four Kolam households have reported that
they seek the assistance of their neighbour§ during
the various agricultural operations. The yield from
the fields being very low, no surplus would be.left
behind after payment of labour charges in case tpred
labour is engaged. The pattern of their expenditure
reveals that they have hardly spent any amount on
ploughing, sowing, weeding, and harvesting. A few
households however spend a little on payment towards
hired charges of bullocks, on payments to the car-
penter, blacksmith and towards Land Rever}ue. There
is thus no other major expenditure on agriculture.

Innovations in agricultural operations

50. No innovations have so far been introduc”
ed in the agricultural operations in the village, Use
of chemical manures is almost unknown. to
them. The same age-old implements as des_cnbed
previously prepared by the carpenter of their own
tribe are being used. WNone in the village k.nov‘vs
about the improved seeds and pesticides. :I'hls vil-
lage falls in the jurisdiction of Utnur Multipurpose
Block which is functioning since 1956. So far.thc
villagers have not been induced nor even explamcd
regarding the necessity of improving t.he yield by
introducing the innovations and scientific methods
replacing their age-old agricultural methods.

Implements

51. The agricultural implements’ are the same
age-old indigenous products, that are be'mg used .by
the cultivators of this area and the dctal-lcd descrip-
tion of their usage is given in the previous pages.
The timber required for their implemen.ts is procur-
ed from the local forest. Every cultivator pays
annually Re. 1, a fowl and a little quantity of the

produce according to his status to the petty fo.rcst
official for the timber whenever.it is required
both for agricultural as well as household con-
sumption. No receipt is passed by the petty forest
official for such collection as it goes to his personal
purse which is popularly known as mamool, He f:ol-
lects more money i.e., Rs. 10 to Rs. 30 if the tribal
cuts a tree for his house construction. This sor.t
of exploitation by the forest officials has to be erad.l-
cated lest the tribals may lose their confidence in
Government.

52. The implements are manufactured locally
by their tribesman to whom one irsa (16 seers) of
jowar is paid annually by each household who enga-
ges his services. They avail themselves of the ser-
vices of blacksmith at Jainur (2 miles) and at Da-
boli (2 miles). Heisalso paid one irsa (16 seer.s). of
jowar annually. A few households are also avallln.g
themselves of the services of blacksmith of thc.u'
village who came here 40 years back and settled in
the village.

53, Al the cultivators of this village do not
possess bullocks of their own. Generally the poor
agriculturists who cannot afford to.purc’hasc‘thelr
own bullocks get them on hire basis w}.uch is the
common practice in thisarea. They hire the bul-
locks either from their own tribesman or from any
other caste men within or outside the village. The
money lenders (sowcars) at Asifabad also supply the
bullocks to the tribals on hire basis. The charges
that are paid to the owner of the bullocki is one
gone of grain valued at Rs. 80. About 5% of the
cultivators in the village procure the bullocks on
hire basis.

Source of finance

54. Very little amount of money is. required
by the cultivator for his agricultural operations. Most
of the activities are carried out by the family labour
and hence he does not require money as in the case
of plainsmen. Seeds, etc., are preserved by him
from the produce of the previous year. The cotton
seeds are brought from Adilabad town by the mer-
chants and the value of the seeds is paid at th.c
time of marketing the produce. Though the agri-
cultural operations may not require money, yet thc_y
require grain and a little amount of cash for their
household expenditure during the season aad for
which most of the agriculturists depend upon the
Asifabad money lenders to whom they repay at the
time of harvest.
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Animal husbandry

'55. As said earlier the livestock in the village
consists of milch cattle, draught bullocks, goats and
fowls, etc. Ample facilities are available for grazin
in the local forest. Oil cakes, salt, bran grains etcg
are not given either to milch cattle or to dr’augh.’t
animals. The milk and milk products, if any, are
used by the households., The sale and purchas,e of
bullocks are done at Adilabad market,

Industries

56. There are no industries in the village ex-
cept blacksmithy, a traditional occupation that is be-
ing followed by a Lohar caste household. He attends
to the manufacture or repairs of the agricultural im-
plements viz, manufacture of iron blades for plough
etc. . He invested Rs. 42.50 P. for the purchase ot,”
the instruments like hammer and patkar (forceps)
etc. Heis not using any improved implements. Thé

houschold earns an income of R
: s. 70 .
industry. through this

Commerce

. 57. Except one Muslim household, a recent
migrant to the village who runs a petty kirana sho
as a .subsidiary occupation, therz are no other comp
mercial establishments in the village. This househol(;
sells beedis, kerosene oil and other condiments. The
owger vi§its regularly Sirpur and Kerimerri sh;mdies
dur_mg winter and summer seasons for selling his
articles. He gets the articles from the big kgira
shop owners at Jainur on credit. He stores therig

in tins and gunny bags. He also accepts grains and
other pulses in addition to money.

Agricultural labour

58. It has been said elsewhere that the house-
hplds who have bigger holdings generally enga
hired !abour during the agricultural season gfge
ploughing, weeding and harvesting. A few membemP
of t.he poor households whose holdings are com N
ratxvely_ smaller and where all the family labour rrf):-
not be intensively useful engage themselves as hireg
labourers in. the agricultural fields of others to su
plement the income of their families. Inthis villa o
there are five tribal households; one or two memb v
of each of these households are working asagri er1S
tural labourers. Payment of wages differ frorr% f)lrlxe:
opf:ration to another. For ploughing, a person is
paid one seer of jowar (the money value is about
Re. 0.50 P.) and is served with one-time meal Simi
larly, at the time of weeding, a worker gets 'abou‘;
Re. 0-50 P. to Re. 1 per day. Generally a group of
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people take a plot of land on-a lumpsum amount and

divide the amount of contract equally among them-
§elves. Hired labour is engaged for the harvest of
Jowar and cotton crops. During the harvest of jowar
crop, each worker is given two small baskets full of
corn worth Re. 1 and one basketful of cotton worth
Re. 0.50 P., in case of picking of the cotton.

Forestry

9. No forest produce, unlike in the case of
tribals of Andhra Agency, is a souree of income to
the tribals of this village. These people collect gul-
mohwa flowers in the month of Chait (March-April)
purely for household consumption. All the tribes
collect and eat these flowers. In fact it forms the
food to many a poor family. This flower is boiled
and eaten. During these months, women, girls, and
often smaller boys of both the tribes busy themsel-
ves in collecting the berries of cherongi or charapapp¥
(buchnania latifolia). They pluck the fruits or beat
them down from the branches, partly for the sake of
sweet pulp, but mainly for the nut-like kernels (che-
rf)l}gt). The women extract these nuts in great quan-
FlFles both for home consumption and for sale tO
itinerant traders or at shandies at Re. 1 per
seer. These trees are found in their fields also.
They never fell these trees, though they may clear

all other trees of the forest for cultivation or for
other use,

Income and family type

' 60. Table 25 gives the main occupation, Pper
capita annual household income and family type.
Of the 4.0 houscholds, 10 fall in the per capita
annual income group of Rs. 1-50, 22 fall in the
per capxta. annual income group of Rs. 51-100 and
7 In the income group of Rs, 101200 while there
1s only one household whose annual per capita in-
come range is Rs. 301-500. More than 50% (22)
gf the households sre in the annual per capita
:)1}03?1 ¢ group of Rs. 51-100. The main occupation
o ; 37 househ.olds is agriculture while the rema'in-
f gth are ha_"mg other occupations. Analysing
urther according to the occupations, it is seen there
are 10 households in the per capita annual income
%}ZOPPOF-RS' 1-50 and of these 9 have agriculture as
4 :;rc;,n Tn occupation. Again of these 10 households,
only onre_s‘mple and joint type of families while
househ ]ed . -Of Othe‘i type. The remaining one
Rs. 1 gO .thh falls in the same category, i.€.

17OV Income group is having agricultural la-

bour as main . _
! occupation it'i i of
family. p and it is a simple type
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6!. Similarly out of the 22 households with
annual per capita income of Rs. 51-100, 21 house-
holds are having agriculture as their main occupa-
tion. Ofthese 21 houscholds, 15 are simple type of
families, 4 joint, and one each are intermediate and
other type. Blacksmithy is the main occupation
for one household which comes under the other
type of family. Of the 7 households that fall in
the per capita annual income group of Rs. 101-200,
5 are simple type of families and the main occupa-
tion of 4 out of these 5 households is agriculture and
the remaining one is teaching. The only house-
hold coming in the per capita annual income group
of Rs. 301500 falls under the simple typz of family
and its main occupation is agriculture, ’

62. Table 42givesthe d:railsof the budgetary
position of the village by miin occupation. The
total income of the villageis Rs. 15,119-84 P. and the
expenditure is Rs.20,383.14 P. There is thus a de-
ficit of Rs. 3,263.30 P. which might have been met
by way of raising loans etc. Analysing this further,
occupationwise, it is seen that all the 37 households
with 205 members whose main occupation is agri-
culture, earned a total income of Rs. 13,802.84 P.
against an expenditure of Rs, 18,887 95P. Again of
these, 3 households are having a total surplus bud-
get of Rs.43-90P., 2 are having balanced budgets and
32 are with a total deficit budget to the tune of
Rs. 5,131.01 P. The average annual income per house-
hold of these 37 agricultural households is Rs.373-05
P., while the average expenditure works out to
Rs. 510-49 P. There is one household following agri-
cultural labour as main occupation and earned an
income of Rs. 200 as against the expenditure of
Rs. 225. Thus thereis a deficit of Rs. 25 in this
household. Similarly, one Lohar caste household
whose main occupation is blacksmithy and subsidiary
occupation is agriculture. has earned an income of Rs.
385.00 while an expenditure of Rs. 623.25 P. isin-
curred. It had a deficit of Rs. 238.25 P. which it met
by way of raising a debt. There is only one Gond
household whose main occupation is Government
service with a surplus of Rs. 85-06.The income of
this household is Rs. 732-00 and the expenditure
is Rs. 646-94 P. Of all the households of different
occupations, both the income and expenditure
of this household are more.

63. For the proper understanding of the in-
come and expenditure pattern among the different
income groups, a few case studies of the family bud-
gets are presented here.

Case study 1

64. The family budget of Sri Atram Bheema
s/o Mutha, a Kolam aged 35 years with agriculture
as main occupation, within the income group of
Rs. 601-9)0 for the year 1962-63 and whose
type of family is simple is given below. The head
of the household is the only chief worker in the
family while his wives assist him in the agricultural
operations. He is having 20 acres and 35 guntas of
jand which is inherited from his father and all this
is brought under the plough.

STATEMENT VIII

BUDGET OF A SIMPLE KOLAM FAMILY ENGAGED IN
CULTIVAITION

Sources of income Items of expenditure

Rs. Rs.

t Cultivation 585-00 1 Food 300-00
2 Borrowing 4000 2 Toddy 24-00
3 Smoking 4.00

4 Fuel (Payment to
forest official)  5-00

S Lighting 10-00
6 Clothing 98-00
7 Bedding 10-00
8 Ornaments 3-00
9 Barber charges 12-00
{0 Washing soap 1-:00
11 Utensils 3100
12 Festivals 50.00

13 Land Revenue  40-00

14 Payments to the
carpenter and
blacksmith 16-00

15 Purchase of salt
to the bullocks 2-00

Total 62500 606-00

It can be seen from the above budget that 50%, of
the income is spent on food and the remaining on
other items. About 10% is spent on production, ie.,
on agriculture which is the only source of income. It
includes Land Revenue, payments to the carpenter
and blacksmith and purchase of salt to the bullocks.
As a matter of fact he derived an income of Rs. 585
as against the expenditure of Rs. 606. The deficit
of Rs. 19 is met by raising a loan of Rs. 40 to balance
the budget. Though the head of the household is
not a literate, he is to some extent enlightened
due to his frequent visits to Adilabad and Utnur and
consequent mingling with the people of the plains.
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In this, he was influcncad by other psople and had
a desire to wear good dress.  He engages the barber
and uses washing soap, ctc.

Case study 2

65. Sri Atram Gunda s/o Bheema, a Kolam
aged 40 years having a simple type of family is liv-
ing on agricultural labour and service, With family
of six members, he and his wife are the earning
members in the family. Though he is having 15
acres of patta land, he is not cultivating it for want
of plough bullocks. He gave his land on lease only
to meet the payment of Land Revenue. Thus he does
not get any income from the land. The income and
expenditure of this household is given below. Because
he works as havildar in the village, he is given one
kuncham of jowar and a little quantity of pulses by
every household in the village. '

STATEMENT 1X

. BUDGET CF A TYPICAL KOLAM HOUSIHCLD ENGAGED
IN AGRICULTURAL LABOUR AND SERVICE

Sources of income Items of expenditure

Rs. Rs
1 Wages 60-00 1 Food 150400
2 Service 140-00 2 Drinks 1.00

3 Fuel (Payment to
forest officialy  1.00

4 Clothing 63-00
5 Festivals 10-00
Total 200-00 225.00

It is evident from the above figures that there js
a deficit of Rs. 25. The head of household could not
explain how the deficit had been met. It is repre-
sented that for some time, the houscholg lived on
roots and gulmohwa flowers. He could not make both
ends meet with his present income. His ec

L onomy is
one of living from hand to mouth.
Case study 3
66. Sri Sedam Tullis/o Pamga, a Kolam, ageqd

65 years with a joint family, is having agriculture
as main occupation. The household hag 7 members
and agriculture isthe only source of income. Qf
course one womanmember of the family contributed
a little amount by working as casual labourer during
the agricultural season and occasionally the women
collected cherongi which they sold in the local shan-
dies. Almost all the elderly members of hjg family

assist him in the agricultural opzrations, The anaual

ncome and expanditure of the houschold are given
below :

STATEMENT X
BUDGET OF A T'YPICAL KOLAM JOINT FAMILY
ENGAGHED IN CULTIVATION

Sources of income Items of expenditure

Rs. Rs.
1 Cultivation 422:00 1 Food 200-00
2 gases 800 2 Fuel 100
ale of cherongi  4.00 3 Lighting 12 00
4 Clothing 117-50
5 Bedding 12 00

6 Matermty
expenses 18-00
7 Land Revenue 11 00

8 Hire charges for

bullocks 80-00
9 Carpentry charges 8-00

10 Payment to
blacksmith 8-00
Total 43400 46750

The household had a deficit of Rs. 33.50 P. and the
head of the household could not explain how this is
met, Aboyt.SO% of the income is spent on food while
the remaining is spent op agriculture, clothing, etc.

Case study 4

0 67. Srl M?sTam Nagu s/o Denu, a Gond, aged

_years W‘th. a Joint family is having agriculture as
;nam occupation. He is possessing 32 acres of patta
and, but only 27 gcres have been brought under
plough. Except agriculture, there is no other source
O_f ncome for him, Al his family members assist
him in the various agricultural operations. The size

of the family is 8. Tpe income and expenditure of
the household are given below :

STATEMENT X1

BUDGET OF A TYPICAL GOND JOINT FAMILY
ENGAGED IN CULTIVATION

Sources of income

Rs.

Items of expenditure

1 Cultivation 342.00 0
2 Borrowing 440-00 ; II;cr’?t?ks sgggg
3 Fuel and lighting 7-00
4 Utensils 2400
5 Clothing 113-00
6 Soaps 12-:00
7 Barber 8-00
8 Festivals 70-00
9 Hire charges for

bullocks 80-00
10 Land Revenue  70-00

11 Payment to
blacksmith 8-00
12 Salt for bullocks 7-00

13 Hired labour
charges, 100-00
Total 782.00 819.00

ECONOMY

There is a wide gap between the income from agri-
culture and the expenditure of the household which
he made up by borrowing. The head of the household
raiszd loans with ease because of his credit worthi-
ness. According to him, since last two years, he is
hot getting sufficient produce from his lands because
of excessive rains. Even though he could not get
sufficient income from his land, he cannot stop his
pattern of expenditure which has become habitual.

Case study 5

68. Sri Atram Dharmu sfo Raju, agsd 70
years depending on agriculture is having a simple
type of family made up of himself and his wife, I_‘IC
cultivates the land by hiring thz bullocks. His wife
assists him in the various agricultural operations. He
is having 5 acres of land. The income and expen-
diture pattern are given below :

STATEMENT XII

FAMILY BUDGET OF A SIMPLE GOND FAMILY
ENGAGED IN CULTIVATION

Sources of income Items of expenditure

Rs. P. Rs. P.
L Cultivation  %04-00 1 Food 100-00
2 Fuel 1-00
3 Clothing 34:50
4 Hire charges for
bullocks 80-00

5 Land Revenue 11-00

6 Payments to the
blacksmith 8-00

Total 204-00 234-50

He is having a deficit of Rs. 20.50 P. and he.met
this by taking a hand loan from his son who is at
Jainur with his father-in-law.

Case study 6

69. Sri Sheik Hyder s/o Mohammed Hyder,
a Muslim, aged 35 years, who has migrated to this
village a year back is living on agriculture and busi-
ness. He possesses 15 acres of land out of which an
extent of only 2} acres has been brought under
Plough, The major source of his income is business.
The size of the household is 8. The pattern of
income and expenditure is given below:

STATEMET XIII
FAMILY BUDGET OF A MUSLIM FAMILY ENGAGED IN
CULTIVATION AND BUSINESS

Sources of income Items of expenditure

Rs. P, Rs. P.

1 Cultivation 59-50 1 Food 1,080-00

2 Business 1,200-00 2 Drinks (Tea) 68-00

3 Borrowings 350-00 3 Lighting <4-00
4 Construction of

house 96-75

—Contd.
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STATEMENT XIII—Concld.

FAMILY BUDGET CF A MUSLIM FAMILY ENGAGED IN
CULTIVATION AND BUSINESS .

Sources of income Items of expenditure

.Rs. P.
5 Pan 48-00
6 Smoking 7875
7 Barber services
and soaps 30-00
8 Maternity
expenses 27-00

9 Land Revenue 6-75

10 Purchase of
assets 200 00

Total 1,609-50 1,659-25

There 1s a deficit of Rs. 50 in this case. There is
great variation inincome and expenditure pattern of
this household when compared to that of the tribal
households. '

70. The income and expenditure pattern pre-
sented in the above case studies reveals that the
major source of income among the tribals is agricul-
ture while it is kirana business for one Muslim house-
hold. The other Muslim housecholds live purely on
agriculture. The expenditure pattern also differs from
household to household based upon their economic
condition. The expenditure pattern further reveals
that a big slice of their income is being spent on
food and comparatively less money is spent on
clothing, Most of their expenditure is on ther
necessities, Not even one household spent any
amount on items like recreation and education of
the children, etc. Again, a considerable amount is
also spent by the tribalson fairs and festivals which
take place round the year. The tribals may even fast
during the other days, but they will never fail to
observe the rites and rituals of their community.
They will never hesitate fo raise a loan for festive
occasions.

Marketing

71. Adilabad and Asifabad are marketing
centres for these villagers though most of them visit
Adilabad only. Of all the agricultural produce,
cotton is the most important cash crop which is mar-
keted at Adilabad and Asifabad. Every household in
the village invariably produces cotton which brings
them some cash, A few households now and then
sell jowar and Bengalgram. During the year 1963-64,
the villagers had sold jowar worth Rs. 600 and
cotton worth Rs. 4,000, The production during the
last agricultural season however was low to some
extznt due to heavy rains and therefore this cannot
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d also sold Bengal-
as normal. They ha :
Z:at;k;grth Rs. 300 and the cherongi to the tune of

Rs. 100.

72. The villagers have the following local
units for measuring produce.

STATEMENT XIV

LOCAL MEASUREMENTS

4 chiuis = 1 thavva

(1 thawa = 1 standard seer)

4 thavvas = 1 adda

2 addas = 1 kuncham

2 kunchams = 1 irsa

5 irsas = 1 palla

(1 palla — 20 Kilograms)

2 pallas = 1 gone
Indebtedness

. Table 44 gives the d=tails of the house-
holds7gurdened with indebtedne§s. Of the 40 house-
holds, 16 (40%) houscholds are indebted to the tune
of Rs. 1,845, The average mdebtedngss of the
household is about Rs. 115.31 P. Analysmg furth;r,
based on the income of the 18 households, 1n the :’r)
come group of Rs. 300 or less, there are 5 (27-78%)
households who raised a loanof Rs. 349 and the
average indebtedness per household in this categfog
is about Rs. 68. Similarly 8 households. out o l
in the income group of Rs. 301-600 raised a tota
loan of Rs. 915. The average indebtedness per'housc-
hold in this group {s about Rs.114:37. [n thcdmc;ome

roup of Rs. 601-900, 2 out of 3 households ha‘{s
rgaiscd a total loan of Rs. 240. The one house‘ ;1)
in the income¢ group of Rs. 1,201 and above has
taken a loan of Rs. 350.

74. The reasons for raisin_g. the loans are
mainly ‘to meet their daily necessities. Fourtfen
households (62:6%) have raised loans only for m,fet-
ir(l)g their ordinary wants; one each bas taker?a (:s

irs to houses and for celebrating marriag
re‘?’?”the remaining two households have spent on
::V\;l:iiation (Table 45). If it is further anetxlys?dlii;;:r;ié
ing to community, it can be seen tha (; e 18
debtors, 6 are Gonds, 8 are Kolams,

and 3 Muslims.

75. The source of borrowing for all the house-
holds is private money lender. Twelve households
have raised loans on 259%, interest, 4 households on
509, intercst while one household has taken loan
free of interest (Table 47). One very interesting point
that engages attention is that the agency that ad-
vances loans is the same viz, a private money len-
der in respect of all the houscholds. This makes it
very clear that the private money lender or sowkar is
the only credit giving agency for these tribals and
the co-operative credit societies have yet to spread
their activities to these tribal pockets. The rate of
interest that the tribals are paying at present is exorbi-
tant and ruining the tribals. Co-operatives can enter

the field and save the tribals from the clutches of the
money lenders.

76. Another form of borrowing is to borrow
on the security of standing crop. The repayment
is usually made in kind, that is to say, a propor-
tion of the crop—a very undue proportion—
is given to the money lender in liquidation of
the loan. Loans of this type are contracted by
the cultivator during the leanest periods of year
when he is about to sow his crop and wants money
to purchase sceds or just before the harvest when
his own food supply has run short. Thzre are cases
of this kind in which the repayment of loan in
kind to the lender is three or four times the
original loan taken by the tribal. Such loans are
always paid off in full at the stipulated time as
the money lender sends a man to take away his share
of the produce as soon as the cropis cut. Short
term loans of this nature are not included in the
statements of indebtedness and no accurate estimite
of their amount can be given. It is probable that
one cultivator in five or one in ten contracts them
and that in the total the sum borrowed does not in-
volve an addition of more than 5 pzrcent the indebt-
edness of the agriculturalclasses. Any comprehensive
compaign against indebtedness in the interests of
the tribals as a whole would necessarily have three
distinct phases, of which the first and the most
important would be the reduction of interest, the
second would be the repayment of principal, and the
third would be the avoidance of incurring of fresh
debts by the inculcation of the habit of thrift.

Sale and parchase of assets

77. One household sold livestock worth
Rs. 200 during the last 30 years and two households
have sold livestock and house during the year 1963-64.
Similarly, 12 households have purchased bullocks,
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agricultural implements and jewellery during the
last 30 years. Only 3 households have rePorted pur-
chasing of the asscts like bullocks and implements
worth of Rs. 650 during 1963-64 (Table 48).

Capital formation

73,  The incidence of capital formation is not
muchin the village. Of the 40 houscholdsonly 15 house-
holds have acquired some assets of other. Anal-
ysing further according to community, it can be seen
that only 10 Kolam households out of 27 hja_ve made
assets to a total worth of Rs. 1,460 like iivestock,

tools and implements and jewellery. Two Gond
houscholds purchased the assets worth about
Rs. 180 while only one Kammara household had as-
sets worth of Rs. 300. Of the 4 Muslim households, 2
have purchased assets worth Rs. 300 (Table 49).

Prosperity index

79. That only 4 households have liquidated
the old debt of Rs. 185 of the last 10 years and 13
households have acquired property worth Rs.. 2, 249,
shows that the prosperity index of the inhabitants 18
not encouraging (Table 50).



Chapter V

CULTURAL LIFE AND VILLAGE ORGANISATION

Language

The predominant tribe in the village is Kolam.
Most of the Kolams speak a dialect of their own
called Kolami but some groups in the west of Adil-
abad district have exchanged this for Marathi
while in the east there are many Kolams who speak
Telugu only. Prof. Haimendorf remarks,

““Their tribal language known as Kolami is a Dravi-
dian tongue and belongs, like Gondi, to the intermediate
group of Dravidian languages, agreeing in some points
with Telugu and in others with Tamil and connected
forms of speech.” 1

2. According to Grierson,

*“...the Kolams must, from a philogical point of view, be
considered as the remnants of an old Dravidian tribe
who have not been involved in the development of the
principal Dravidian languages, or of a tribe who have
not originally spoken a Dravidian form of speech.” 2

3. The limited word list of Kolami, at least
so it seems in vocabulary, has closer affinity to
Telugu than to Gondi (word list is given below).
Haimendorf further observes,

“Kolams, and particularly their women speak with an
attractive singing intonation, which, curiously enough,
always reminded me of Hungarian, though obviously
entirely fortuitous, this association struck me whenever
I visited a Kolam village.” &

The following are some of the Kolami words
and their equivalents in Telugu and English.

STATEMENT XV

KOLAMI AND TELUGU WORDS AND ENGLISH MEANING

Kolami Telugu English

) 2) 3
Nivu Neevu You
Theer Ventruka Hair
Thal Thala Head
Kevvu Chevvu Ear
Khan Kandlu Eyes
Mukku Mukku Nose
Enni Yenni How many
Lopa Lopala In

—Contd.

1 C,v.F. Haimendorf, op. cit,, p, 32

STATEMENT XV—Concld.
KOLAMI AND TELUGU WORDS AND ENGLISH MEANING

Kolami Telugu English
m @ 3)
Venaka . Venaka Behind
Mees Meesalu Mustache
Moot hi Moot hi Mouth
Palku Pandlu Teeth
Varam Varamu Week
Venda Veilu Finger
Kayyi Cheyyi Hand
Sakk Sthanamu Breast
Bonka Meda Neck
Kadupu Kadupu Stomach
Bogor Boddu Navel
Thikane Nadumu Waist
Peddadi Pedavi Lip
Gunday Gunde Heart

4. Kolams when talking to Gonds and Pra-
dhans generally speak in Gondi. Many of them
are also familiar with Telugu and a few can speak
Urdu also., The women are however not familiar
with all these languages excepting Gondi. Kolami is
the mother tongue for all the 141 Kolams of the
village. In addition to their mother tongue 5 per-
sons speak Marathi, 25 persons Telugu, 11 people
Urdu and 80 persons Gondi. It can be seen that of
the 80 persons who know Gondi, there are 37
women. Except this the women of this tribe do not
know, as already said, other languages. Gondi is
the mother tongue for 52 persons of the Gond tribe.
Except 3 Gond males none of them know the Kolami
language even though people of this language predomi-
nate in this village. Marathi, Telugu and Urdu are
spoken by 6, 2 and 6 persons of Gond tribe respec-
tively. The number of women knowing a secondary
language is very insignificant. Urdu is the mother
tongue of all the Muslims in the village. Inaddi-
tion to their own language, nearly half of the per-
sons comprising men and women of this community
know Marathi, one woman knows Telugu while 4
males can speak Marathi. Marathi is the mother

2 Linguistic Survey, Vol, IV, P, 561 quoted by C.v F. Haimendorf op. cit., p. 32

8 Quoted by C.v.F, Haimendorf, op. cit., p. 32
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tongue of the Lohar houschold. Except one female
member of this caste who knows Gondi nonc knows
other languages. As a good number of males can
speak more than onec language (Table 52), they often
meet and discuss with each other over a pipe of to-
bacco. But it is not common among the women-
folk of different communities and this probably is
due to the language difficulty. While addressing one
another either within the tribe or outside, they call
with the classificatory relationship viz, anna, mam-
ma, dada, etc.

Family type

5. The general conception among the plains
people is that the tribals favour the joint type of
families. Of course this might have been true some
two or three decades back. However, now-a-days,
when a son marries, he usually triesto break away
from the parental house and sets up a separate
family. This sort of tendency is very common among
the tribals of this area. The reasons are varied ie.,
the economic transition, contacts with the plains
people etc., are the major factors. Table 51 gives
the details of the family types in the village. They
have been classified into four categories, viz, simple,
intermediate, joint and others. A simple type of
family consists of husband, wife and married
children whercas an intermediate family consists of
married couple and unmarried brother/sister and
one of the parents. Joint family is defined as a
family consisting of married couple with married
sons/daughters or with married brothers/sisters.
‘Others’ refer to families which do not fall under any
of the above three types. Of the 40 houscholds, as
many as 26 are of simple type, 9 are of joint type,
I intermediate and 4 of other type of families. If
it is further analysed according to community, of
the 27 Kolam households, 18 are simple, one inter-
mediate, 6 joint and 2 are others.  Similarly of the

8 Gond households, 6 are simple type of families
and 2 are joint. The one Kammara household comes
under the category of other type of family. Of the
four Muslim households, 2 are simple type and one
each joint and other type.

Leisure and recreation

6. Clubs and cinemas are almost unknown
to the people of the village. Leisure and recreation
in the true sense are not for the pcople living in
the remote corners who toil for their livelihood
from dawn to dusk. Generally a few months of the
summer season are the leisure months and their
dances and the festivals are the only occasions for

* daily toil in the fields, abandons hj

their .joy and recreation. The Kolams are so closely
associated with earth, their thoughts and daily life
are so much ruled by their manifold works in field
and for.est and the changing seasons, that before
proceeding to a discussion of their cultural life, we
must watch their activities throughout the cyc,le of
the year. It is the tillage of the soil which sustains
the life of the tribe and of the individual an(i the
whole structure of their culture, as of any peasant
culture, rests u!timately on the successful raising of
crops. The different activities of the people durin

thehagrlcultural season have been extensive] covef—
c‘d in the Chapter on Economy. To the Kolam};ximself
life appears as a consistent whole; just as he doe;
not distinguish between 2 natural and a supernatu-
ral ».vorld, spirits and Gods having for him gs much
reality as persons of flesh and blood, so he does not
place the technical acts of ploughiné and sowing in
a category. different from that of the ritual ob%er-
vance .Wthh assure the sprouting of the crops and
protection of the Tipening grain, For in thepslack
secason, when the Kolam, freed for a while from

. mself iviti
and celebrations, he is ¥ing the basi to festivities

7. Even in the slack

season, :
seldom at a loss what to do. the Kolam is

He will twine new
carve a plough or a

> edge instead of plough
or cart. He will go and visjt relatives fnm‘i}gxe

neighbourhood or in the far :

_ off villa
.pllgr?ma.ge to any deity to sacrifice angzsnig:alg‘) on a
ised in times of iliness or other emergency Thpror}rll-
Kolam scldom fecls bored and if he hag no.thingusptare

ticular on h
. and, friends to gossip

ing. Again they
During the winter

CULTURAL LIFE AND VILLAGE ORGANISATION 51

season one can see¢ the people sitting round the fire
here and there in the village. In this way the life
of these people goes on year by year. Their dances
are the only recreations to them.

9. Kolams are known for their skill in divina-
tion and the propitiation of local deities. Professor
Haimendorf observes,

““This reputation, so similar to that whichthe Baigas
enjoy among the Gonds of the Maikal Hills, has jed
many Gond commmunities to entrust the cult of certain
deities, and particularly of the Gonds holding sway
over forests and hills, to the priest of nearby Kolam vil-
lages, and the name t-ujari by which Kolams are known
tothe Gondsrefers evidently to their traditional function
as priests of the local gods.” 1

Worship of deities

10. The Kolams live in a world of spirits and
deities which are believed to possess supernatural
powers with which they are credited direct and con-
trolling the course of nature and events in human
life, Of these spirits and deities, a few are distinctly
benign, some are indifferent or neutral but many ar,
generally malign. The Kolams, therefore, devote
great part of their time, energy and money to prq
tiate or appease all of them. They worship the ber
with a sense of gratitude, they attempt to appe
the wrath of the indignant and malignant spir

and to keep them in good temper with the custof:

mary offerings and sacrifices, and they occasionally
worship the indifferent or neutral spirits. To avert
or get relief from the evil of the malignant spirits,
the Kolams have recourse to spells, incantations and
their rites are of a magical nature. It is not possi-
ble to distinguish the religious and magical charac-
ter of the beliefs and practices of Kolams, because
when they worship a spirit or attempt to ward off
an evil they combine both religious and magical
methods in such a manner that they cannot be easily
bifurcated into two distinct parts.

11. The principal deity of Kolams is Ayak.
When speaking any language other than their own,
they refer to this deity as Bheemana or Bheem Deo
and it is admitted by both the Gonds and Kolams
that he is identical with Bheemana pen worshipped
by Gonds. It seems in the olden days each territo-
rial group had its own sanctuary and shrine for
Ayak where the memorials for their dead were erect-
ed and all the members assembled there on festive
days. Even today these sanctuaries still serve as

1. C.v.F. Haimendort, op. cit., p. 36

.,

main cult-centres, and though dispersed, the mem-
bers of old groups make every effort to attend
occasionally the annual rites in honour of Ayak of
their ancestral clan-land. Apart from the ancient
ones, we also find one or two shrines—small shrines
on the outskirts of the Kolam villages containing the
symbols of Ayak, a carved wooden mace (gada) us-
ually crowned with a bunch of peacock feathers, a
pot containing pher or belt of bells and nawar or
anklets. Besides, there would be small dolls made of
mud by the side of the deities (Fig. 16). The relics
of this deity are kept in a thatched shed specially
raised for the purpose. This shrine in the Laindi-
guda village is located in the south-eastern direction
of the village. Once in a year in addition to special
worships, they sacrifice goats in the month of Denali
Nela (September-October) on Vijaya Dasami day.
All the Kolams of the village including women ga-
ther on the Vijayadasami day near the deity. One or

g@ids are purchased with the funds raised by
somptignowggd sacrificed before the deity and the
eat is cOo . I enjoy the food and return to
their homes in'4¥Aecvening. The Kolams do not
hav‘e‘&epagate cljns Qhities as in the case of Gonds.
Among the Gonds§alh clan has got its own big God
(Persa pen) but a}h the Kolams the Ayak is wor-
shipped irrespec}i A clan. They do not worship
nor participate “ig Jiie Persa pen festival of Gonds.
Pnce in a year worship their prin-
onth of Satti (December).

) uring the month of Satti, after consult-
ing the village elders, subscriptions are collected from
all the households of their tribe in the village. On
Thursday the relics of the Bheemana deity are
brought into the village and are kept in the heart
of the village in a green leaf booth. On the first
day, a fowl or a goatissacrificed. Next day, the
relics of the deity are carried to Modamloddy, a hill
stream, 12 miles away from the village for washing
which is known as ‘Ganga’. Most of the villagers
follow the deity. Only next day evening they return
from that place and the deity is again placed in the
booth, and a he-buffalo which is purchased collect-
ively is sacrificed by the villagers. Later individual
sacrifices are also offered by those who are in oath.
The meat of the sacrificed animal is cooked and en-
joyed by all the people of the tribe. Beforeit is
served to all, the priest holding the jowar food mix-
ed with the blood of the sacrificed animal visits all
the corner stones of the village where he places
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little quantity of food and returns. The pext day
the deity is taken toits original place and kept. Thus
the worship of this deity lasts for three days. They
do not allow other community people to be present
at the time of the sacrifice.

13.  Besides Ayak, Kolams worship Polakamma
the village Mother, who is identified as Anwal
among the Gounds. It is mostly to her that the Ko-
lams turn in times of sickness with the promise of a
sacrifice. One incident recorded by the Investiga-
tors during the survey can very well illustrate the
devotion of the Kolams towards the village Mother
or Polakamma.

14, When a Kolam fallsili and is bed-ridden
itis taken as a problem facing the entire tribe. I is
a happy feature of these tribals that such difficulties
are not only problems of the family concerned but
they are generally treated as problems of the entire
tribe and village and hence the entire village and
tribe express their anxiety about the recovery of the
ailing person. On such occasions, Karobari who is
the principal adviser of the village calls the headman
and other prominent members of the other villages
into a session and apprises them of the situation
and suggests some course of action to be taken for
the speedy recovery of the bed-ridden person. It is
their belief that if they propitiate the village Mother
they can save the ailing person from sickness, At
this sitting, they decide that if the patient recovers
in about a week by the kindness of the Mother, they
should celebrate Polakamma Devara, The incident
that is narrated in the following paragraphs s a
point in illustration of such anoath. It is ap invo-
cation made to the village Mother who, they believe
can save the bed-ridden from serious illness. A a
matter of fact they worship the deity every year in
the month of Bhave (May) whether someone js sick
or not.

15.  During the period of field investigation of
this village, one Kolam fell seriously ill. On a Tues-
day (because Tuesdays and Thursdays are auspicious
for such Devaras) they started the celebrations,

) 16. At about 10 O’ clock in the morning the

entire village (Gonds and Kolams only) moved out
to a place fixed for the Devara which is at a dis-
tance of one mile from their dwellings. Women with
their kids and utensils started for that place. Some
men had already gone there in advance and pitched
up three tents with blankets and kumblis (Fig. 17).
Women began preparing their lunch. It mainly con-
sisted of garelu (prepared with greengram syrup

cooked in oj]

food. ) and boorely (a sweet dish) and jowar

o pllz.ce ;&hfew others, along with the Devari went
Potben ere there was g stone slab symbolising
lage Mo arxi Started the propitiation of the vil-
teneq roth © A pece ofland was cleaned and plas-

. WIth cow dung on which lines of pasupu (tur-

uma (vermilion) were drawn anda

rnid “-‘tthe chicken was not inclined
Ce 1t was considered that the deit
was not . e y
touched :‘;é’py Vith their offerings.  Fortunately it
sacrificed thf o and every one felt happy and they
over they aj ;Tii:lslfgfvn. dAft;r the sacrifice was
campme ards their
and ihilgle:hvtre the V}’omen Wwere preparing lunch
For a stranger tel:e Playing under the shade of a tree.
2 deserted onee “[,’h()le village would appear to be
nd not evep : d cople left the village leaving
paring the plac ? 08 Th(?n the Devari started pre-
cleared and w © for worship, First 5 bit of land was
the lines » as smeared with cow dung, on which
s shown below were drawn, Th,is worship

1s also called Jjath
is known g5 Polaal::;n The sketch which is drawn

sketch, they used jow

.. ar :
milion and coal powd flour, tur meric powder, ver-
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18. The Kolams could not explain the signi-
ficance of this drawing. After the drawing was over,
a fowl was sacrificed and a small portion of its
dishes was offered to the Mother Goddess symbolis-
ed in the small heap of white flour. Later all the
male members stood with folded hands in semi-circle
facing the sketch while the Devari moving lips and
making some gestures completed the ceremony. With
this the whole ceremony of propitiation came to an
end. The two fowls sacrificed at different places of
worship were distributed among all the families.
Each family in its tent or under the shade of a tree
took their lunch, some in aluminium plates brought
from their houses, some in leaf plates  This is how
the entire village takes upon itself the responsibility
of celebrating this Devara. This is an instance of
co-operative life the tribals have been leading from
times immemorial without any change.

19. In the same month they also worship the
boundary deity known as Shinam in every year.
There is no symbol of this deity as such. It is wor-
shipped to keep them away from iliness and to guard
the village from evil spirits. The place of worship
is towards the last tip of the eastern boundary under
the ravichettu (ficus religiosa). Thisdeity is wor-
shipped collectively by the Gonds and Kolams; even
here only males participate in propitiation.

20. Generally this deity is worshipped a day
earlier thanthe Polakamma Jathara or sometimes
it is postponed to a later date. Ifit is decided that
the worship of these two deities is to be performed
simultaneously the worship starts on Tuesday and
ends on Wednesday. In such a case, the worship of
the Polakamma deity can be performed on Wedne§-
day also. Due to some reason or the other if it is
postponed it will be observed necessarily on Tues-
day. The worship of this boundary deity as observed
by the Investigators is narrated below :

21. Ona Tuesday at about 9 a. m., almost all
the male members of Kolam and Gond tribes gather-
ed at the eastern boundary under a tree. They
had already collected Re.1 from each house'hold.to
meet the expenses during the worship of this deity
and the KolJams had purchased a pig and the
Gonds a fow] for the sacrifice. In addition to this
they had also brought the required jowar and other
condiments. Cooking of food was started by both
the tribes separately. A few were engaged in this,
while the others were stitching the green leaf plates
(Fig. 18). The fowl and the pig were duly
washed and kept ready for the sacrifice.

22. The Delak (priest) was busy in making
arrangements for the propitiation of the deity.
Under the ravi (ficus religiosa) tree, he cleaned a
piece of land and smeared with cow dung and lines
were drawn from east to west as shown below with
turmeric powder and vermilion.

In each square, a small heap of jowar flour was
placed and nine people stood in a semi-circle facing
the sketch as shown in the photo while the Devari
distributed a bit of jowar flour to all (Fig. 19). All
of them with jowar flour in their hands recited a
few words uttered by the Delak (priest).  After
this, a small chicken was brought to test whether
the deity was satisfied with their offering or not
(Fig. 20). The Delak holding the small chicken
put it before the heap of the jowar flour. If the
chicken touches the jowar flour it was considered
that the deity was satisfied with their prayers and
in case it did not touch, it was considered to be
inauspicious. Fortunately the chicken touched the
flour and all the people there were delighted. Next
they kept two green leaf cups with cooked jowar
food in front of the sketch which was known as
pattu. The Kolams sacrificed the pig which can
be seen in the photo while the Gonds sacrificed the
fowl (Fig. 21). With this the ceremony ended. The
pig was cooked by the Kolams and the chicken by
the Gonds. All of them enjoyed the food and re-
turned to the village, by about 3 O’ clock in the
evening.

23.  Another village deity known as Burri '
Devara is worshipped in the same month by the
Kolams. There are no shrines for this deity in the
village. A few dolls prepared with mud are arrang-
ed under a small green leaf booth erected in the
heart of the village as showp in the photo (Fig. 22).
Worship of this deity is performed collectively to
ward off the effects of the evil spirits. At this time
they also invite their relatives and friends of their
community from the neighbouring villages. Every
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household in the village contributed jowar and other
pulses for community feast according to their capa-
city. A pig and a fowl for the sacrifice are pur-
chased from the balance of the amount which they
have already collected for the worship of Vayu
deity, The worship as witnessed during field in-
vestigation is presented in the following paragraphs.

24. The worship of this deity was started
with the sacrifice of a pig at midnight. A partu
sketch as shown at page 52 was drawn in
the heart of the village under a small green lzaf
booth erected specially for this occasion. In the
middle of this, a mud-doll was kept and garelu (a
hot dish) were hung in the four corners of the leaf
booth. All their musical instruments were kept
aside. First a pig was sacrificed and the blood of
the sacrificed animal was mixed in the jowar food
and four balls were prepared with it, The Delak
(priest) carrying these balls accopanied by three or
four elderly persons visited the four corner stones
_in four directions of the habitation areca and placed
a ball of food near each stone after sacrificing a
small chicken. By the time these rituals were over,
it was morning. While a few were busyin the
propitiation of the Goddess, others were busy in
cooking the food. The chicken that were sacri-
ficed at the corner stones were cooked there itself
and partaken by the elderly male members.

25. In the morning, all the people started
eating in the green leaf-plates. By the time they
finished their meals it was about 11 a. m. After
the meals, a few young men after offering their
salutations to the deity started beating drums ryth-
mically, Both men and women who were ina
relaxing mood after the meal, on hearing the sound
of the drums form:d into a circle and began to
dance which is known as yenda. The inner circle
was of the women while the outer was of men.
Everyone entering into the dancing circle came and
bowed to the deity. The dancec was a very erotic
one with their systematic steps combined with
rythmic drumming very pleasing to the eye.
While dancing they also sing songs and occasionally
they howl perhaps for excitement. Immediately a
few women appeared with tumblers full of turmeric
water and poured on the men holding their hands
and offering them pranams. Likewise they enjoyed
upto 2 p.m., and then returned to their houses.
During the festival and community dances, the
individual is prepared to sacrifice anything for the
welfare of the tribe and the viillage. Another fea-

* A Monograph on Bhurnur, Census of India 1961, Vol. II—Andhra Pradesh, Part VI, Serisl No. 40
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wealth and prosperity in the ensuing year. They
generally spend the rest of the night in dancing and
at the cock’s crow they return to their dwellings.
This celebration heralds the sowing season. Muhur-
tham or formal inauguration of sowing starts on the
following day. Delak leads the entire village in
this regard. The Delak has to feed all the mem-
bers in the field before he starts sowing the first
seed. Afterwards all the villagers start sowing
which is invariably accompanied by similar feeding.

29. The month Bud-Bhave (May-June) follows
Bhave in close succession which is a season for
weeding and other agricultural operations. No fes-
tival is celebrated in this month. Generally the
people would be very busy with sowing and weeding
operations. The fourth month in their calendar is
Akadi (June-July) in which Pasula Dayyam Panduga
is celebrated, They collect seven kinds of brooms
which are divided into two heaps and a fowl is sac-
rificed at each heap. Two persons stand facing the
heaps holding the brooms in their hands at their
back while the others try to take them away from
their hands. At this theformer gjowl out ‘udth,’
‘udth,’ signifying the scaring away of a tigerora
snake or any other wild animal. It is their belief
that by so doing they can save their cattle from
tigers, etc., and also themselves from the snakes, etc.,
at the time of weeding operations. Immediately after
the festival, the Kolams start their weeding opera-
tions. They do not work on this day. Gonds do not
celebrate this festival. In addition to this, the Ko-
lams play on their musical mstruments on the full
moon day as the Gonds do. From this day onwards,
they daily dance during the nights.

30. Dora (July-August) the fifth month in the
Kolams’ calendar, is marked by a festival of bullocks.
The celebration of this festival is the same as in the
case of Gonds. Bullocks are decked with gaily
coloured trappings and with a bottu on their heads.
They prepare vegetarian dishes like garelu, etc., and
offer them to their bullocks with the sanguine belief
that they would serve them well in the coming
months. Cocoanuts are offered to the Hanuman
deity and the bullocks are taken round the deity.
The people observe fast on this festival day.

31. Next comes the month of Pithu (August-
September} which is important for all Kolams be-
cause, during this month, annual offerings are made
in the form of non-vegetarian dishes to the departed

souls by every household in the north eastern corner
of their house.

32. The seventh month is Divanela (Septem-
ber-October). During this month a new religious
flag is hoisted at the Bheem Dev (Ayak) shrine and
with this starts the dandari dance. (For details of
the dance the reader may kindly refer to the Mono-
graph on Gonds of Bhurnur?*),

33. Konkadinanela (October-November) is the
month which synchronises with the crop gathering
or harvesting season and the important ritual asso-
ciated with this is sprinkling of sacrifizial blood of
a fowl on the standing crops before they are harves-
ted.

34, Sattinela (November-December) is un-
doubtedly the most important month for Kolams- It
is important because during this month they celebra-
te the Bheema Devara festival, their clan deity.
Three days before the full moon day, the Delak
brings the idols of Bheema (Pher and Nevari) to the
village and keeps them at the nadigundu. During
these three days the villagers pay their homage to
the deity Bheemana and offer their preparations. A
community feast is specially arranged at the shrine.

35.  Pushi Nela (December-January) is marked
by an important Gond festival, the Keslapur Jathara,
Kolams also attend the Jathara, but do not partici-
pate in the rites and rituals. It also serves them as
an occasion to purchase some articles like utensils
and ornaments, clothes, etc. Other than this, no
special significance is attached to this month.

36. The eleventh month in their calendar is
Bheemarasi Nela (January—February ) which is consi-
dered auspicious for marriage celebrations, Kolams
spend their time in this month by either attending
marriages in the houses of relatives or celebrating
marriages in their own houses, if any. Moreover,
from this month they start harvesting their winter
crops. No festivals are celebrated in this month.

37. Duradi (February—March) the twelth
month is almost a dry month for them. They cele~
brate a festival called Mundus Panduga individually.
Both vegetarian and non-vegetarian dishes are en-
joyed by them according to their will and p]easu-lre.
As they consider this month as inauspicious, no im-
portant events take place. Thus the wheel of time
completes on rotation in twelve months.

38. Among the Muslims, Ramzan, Bakrid,
Moharrum are the important festivals. It is rather

* A Monograph on Bhurnur, Census of India 1961, Vol. 11-Andhra Pradesh, Part VI, Seria! No. 40
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strange to note that the ngds in this ‘village also
participate in Moharrum festival and assist the Mus-
lims in erecting the p.ers, i.e., alams. They also jump
and howl as the Muslims do.

Dances

39. The dances of Kolams and Gonds are one
and the same. They are dandari and dimsa dances.
The latter can be performed at any time they please
but the former dandari dance is performed only in the
month of Akadi. The musical instruments called
akara drums are possessed separately by. a single
person from each clan who is gencrally an influential
and well-to-do Kolam, as he has to feed the dandari
dancers who come from other villages during that
month. In this village, there are people belonging to
two Dayyams (phratries) and so naturally thc.y have
two sets of drums. The Kolam women dancing can
be seen in the photos (Figs. 23 & 24). When the
dance is in progress, two or three persons called
ghusaris or clowns with huge exaggerated steps take
rounds with the dancers. Huge head gear of pea-
cock feathers lend them superhuman height and false
beards and mustaches conceal their features. Their
eyes are painted with white colour and, 'the1r
naked bodies, but for a narrow langoti, are painted
with black and white colours and multiple strings of
shells, and various dried wild roots are .tied t‘o their
necks. They wear a belt of bells to their waist and
add a medium sized cylindrical stick called rokal
dhando to their waist. They move round the dangers
in a jocular way to the rythm of a drum b.eat (Engs.
25 & 26).—(For greater details, the reader is ac‘lvxsed
to refer the monograph on Gonds of Bhurnur village,

Monograph No. 40).

40. The following are the musical instruments
which are played during their dances. Except for
the change of the names they are the same as those

of the Gonds.

(1) Flute :— The Kolam is .adept in play-
ing on flute. Itis manufactured
by them only andis decorated
with peacock feathers at the
end. He sings over it many
romantic songs. This is posses-
sed only by Kolams.

Dhapda:—1t is similar to dappu possessed

@ hap by Gonds. Itisa shallow drum
with a circular wooden frame

which is prepared by them-

selves.

(3)  Suldi or Vanch:— A saucer shaped single
membrane drum,

(4) Jalar or Thalsick or Thalaly :—These are

purchased at Keslapur fair
and may cost Rs. 1 to 2.

(5) Dhomsa or Dhor — 1t is a wooden cylin-
drical drum with hide membrane
and is prepared by themselves.

(6)  Thudum:— 1t is the same as that of nagara
of the Gonds. It is an iron kettle
drum with the hide membrane,

(7Y Mooge :— These are jingling bells purchas-
e_d at Keslapur fair and are
tied to the legs of ghusari.

Witchceraft

41. The Kolams are staunch believers in
witchcraft.  Both men and women indulge in this
ac.tivity. Witch-finders are employed to detect the
miscreants and are brought to the notice of the re-
ligious Banchayat. Fines are imposed along with
beatings. Men or women who are adamant in practis-

ing the witchcraft against the decisions of pancha-
yat are excommunicated,

Village organisation

42. The political structure of the society is an-
other flfndamenta] trait. This has alge been affected
by the imposition of the Government of the civilised
people over the triba] people in general. The diffe-
rent tribal groups all over the world have got diffe-
rent types of political organisations. There is 3 diffe-

rence between the political organjsati
ganisation of th
qonds and Kolams. General]y it has a chief hert:

own people, The task now devol
vernmental authority as a result

has degenerated into a Governm
the absence of g proper authority

V€S upon the Go-
of which the chief
ent employee. Ip
» litigation has jp-
efer to go to Law

r CULTURAL LIFE AND VILLAGE ORGANISATION 57

strife and general indiscipline are the fruits that the
villagers reap. And to a great extent; it is also true
in the case of the Kolams where there is a great
change in their political organisation. Even though
they have got their political organisation, it is not
so strong and effective as it used to be once.

43. Tribal organisation of the Kolams is
quite simple. It consists of Delak and the Naikoon
and havildar. Though all the caste disputes like
separation, divorce, etc., are decided by the council
of elders, yet the word of the community heads
carries considerable weight.

44, The first settler in the village will in-
variably be the Delak (priest). Generally the posts
of Naikoon and Delak are held by separate persons
of the same clan though sometimes both these are
held by the same person. All the religious func-
tions including the worship of deities, etc., are
attended to by the Delak in addition to presiding
over meetings of the Caste Panchayat. The Naikoon
is the assistant and he is the person who receives
complaints and also takes leading part in the
arrangements for the various festivals and worship
of deities. Marriage, death and other social func-
tions are almost directed by these people. Ina
word their presence is necessary in the social and
religious functions. In this village, these posts are
held by the household belonging to Arodayyam clan.
Though these posts are hereditary, they can also be
removed by a majority vote and the posts assigned
to other person belonging to the same clan. It is
said that previously they used to deal with political,
social and economic problems of their village but
the tide of the time has reduced their powers and
now their functions are restricted only to social
disputes and other functions.” Land disputes and
other criminal disputes are attended to by the
Governmental organisations.

45. In addition to these people, there are two
more persons known as Tharmakan and havildar.
The former attends to cooking in social functions
while the latter to calling the people and announc-
ing the dates, etc., for the functions as decided by
the elders, The posts are not hereditary. They are
appointed by the villagers themselves and are paid
in kind at the time of harvest, A divorce case
decided by the caste panchayat is described below.

Case study

46. One Sri S, R., divorced his wife as
she was found indulging in adultery. The case

was brought before the Caste Panchayat by the
wife. She reported the matter to the Naikoon who
arranged the sitting of the Panchayat. The elders
were also invited. The husband, when asked why
he has deserted her, said that he does not like her
as she is indulging in adultery. Caste Panchayat
decided that he can divorce her and she need not
pay any fine and can also retain the ornaments, etc.,
given to her. The decision was accepted by both
the parties and both were set free to re-marry.

Formation of tribal panchayats

47. The State Government had initiated se.
veral measures for uplifting the tribal population
economically as well as socially.

48. The name of Professor Haimendorf is
always remembered whenever the question of re-
habilitation of tribes of this area is taken up. The
Professor, during the course of his anthropological
studies lived with the Gonds for years and suggest-
ed methods to the then Government of Hyderabad
for taking up rehabilitation work among the tribal
people of this area. Various suggestions for their
development in economic, social and educational
fields were also made by him and the implementa-
tion of the same under his own guidance resulted
in the birth of a separate Department called the
Department of Social Service under the then
Hyderabad Government,

Social welfare programmes

49. Special Rules called ‘Tribal Areas Rules
and Regulations (1949) were formulated and the
areas predominantly inhabited by the tribals were
notified under this Act. The areas thus notified
were kept under special officers with necessary field
staff for intensive development of the tribalfolk.
These officers were vested with wide powers by
designating them as Assistant Agents to Govern-
ment, the District Collectors being the Agents.
Under these Regulations, lands were allotted to
these tribes and loans advanced through the Agri-
cultural Credit Co-operative Societies which are
now defunct, and draught bullocks supplied free of
cost,

50. In orderto safeguard the interests of the
tribals and prevent exploitation by outsiders and
to make the administration of justice easily accessi-
ble to the tribals, areas predominantly inhabited by
the tribals were notified under ‘The Tribal Areas
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Regulation 1359 Fasli (No. IIT of 1359 F. )'* of the
erstwhile Hyderabad Government which undertook
the administration of criminal, civil and revenue
jurisdiction through an Agent (District Collector) and
an Assistant Agent (District Social Welfare Officer)
and Tribal Panchayats. As a result of this all the
cases in their areas were and are being decided ac-
cording to the prevalent customs, without undue de-
lay and expense to the parties. These Panchayats
are vested with the powers of dealing with petty
civil and criminal cases and fining upto Rs. 50.
Aggrieved parties have a right of appeal to the
Assistant Agent or the Agent, who after examining
the decision given by the Panchayat may either con-
firm or revoke it. In case of doubt, the cases are re-
ferred to arbitration. All the proceedings of the Tri-
bal Panchayats are verbal.

51. In forming these Panchayats some of the
villages are grouped and the members are nominat-
ed by the Government. The members nominated are
mostly Mahajans, religious Patels and other elderly
persons. The other members of this community also
have full voice to give their suggestions during the
Panchayat sittings. In case any member misuses his
power, he will be removed from the panel and any
other person acceptable to all is nominated.

52. The Kolams were also guided by the same
Tribal Areas Regulation Act and were given the same
facilities as were given to Gonds. This village was
under the Marlavai Tribal Panchayat.

Formation of new panchayats

53. This village falls in the Daboli group of
panchayats. This is constituted under the new set up
of democratic decentralisation during February,1960,
Following are the villages included in this pancha-
yat.

(1) Daboli
(2) Laindiguda
(3) Jainur
(4) Polasa

54, Allthe members of the panchayat are
elected unanimously. There are six members for
this panchayat and where as the President is from
the Gond tribe while Vice-President is from Kolam
tribe. Except the collection of taxes, the panchayat

# For detailed study of the regulations refer Tribal Areas Regulation and Rule.
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has not taken up any welfare programmes in the vil-
lages. None in the village including the members
knows the functions of the panchayat. No cases have
been referred to the panchayat so far. The list of
the panchayat members is given below.

STATEMENT XVI
PANCHAYAT MEMBERS

Name of the

Educational
S. No. member Community Age osNar
)] ) 3) @ )
1 Kanaka Lingu Gond .
{Daboli village) on 58 years  Illiterate
President,

2 Atram Gangu
(Laindiguda village)
Vice-President.

Kolam 60 do do

3 Sedam Chinnu Gond

(Daboli village) 3 do @
4 Sedam Lingu Gond

(Daboli village) 32 do a°
5 Medavi Koddu Gond 36 do do

(Jainur village)

6 Kuring Govindarao Gond
(Polasa village) 3 do

5s.
that all th

do

It can be seen from the above particulars,
_the members are above 30 years of age and
are all illiterate. It is also said that not even a single
meeting has been convened during the term of the

panchayaty. There is no co-operation among the
members,
56. The accounts of
th
proper, ¢ panchayat are not

maintained (the yearwise figures of previous
years could not be obtained). They have levied house
tax, cart tax, and also collected taxes on the sale of
:?ttle- The tamarind trees in the village are auc-
1;_“}‘:‘1 by the panchayat. Government paid a grant
ot Re. 0-25 P. per head from the land revenue to the
panchayat,. The approximate annual income of the
fa.IIChayat 15 about Rs. 500. The panchayat main-
ains a clerk and a peon on monthly salary of Rs. 15

and Rs. 10 respectivel . .
about Rs, 300.p ely. The annual expenditure is

57. The Gond . ..
organisati s have got their own tribal

o, Tho onas described in the MOnOgraph on Bhur-

other communit . .
Lohar are Yy people viz, Muslim and

not having their own c¢o i 1+
. N -
sations. mmunity organt

s . .
reproduced in Appendix I to 4 Monograph on Bhurnur, Census of
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58. The collection of the land revenue and the
maintenance of Law and Order are looked' after by
the village officer locally known as Patwarl and Po-
lice Patel. These officials are appointed by the Go-
vernment. The Patwari maintains the land records
of the village and also collects revenue from t'he
villagers. The Police Patel is responsible for looking
after Law and Order. It is almosta common fea-
ture for the Patwaris of thisareato collect more
Land Revenus than what has been fixed by the? Qo-
vernment. It is a case of exploiting the poor illite-
rate tribals by taking advantage of their ignorance.
During the course of investigation a good' number gf
receipts passed by the Patwari were verified and in
many a case he has collected double the amount
from the ryots. Where he has collected Rs. 10 he h.as
passed on the receipt only for Rs. 5. He never dis-
closes to the ryots the actual amount of revenue the
ryot has to pay to the Government,

59. Majority of the Patwaris in this area be-
long to the tribal community; yet they do not have
sympathy towards their own people.

Educational institutions

60. Except one Primary School being run by
the Social Welfare Department, there are no other
voluntary or Governmental organisations in the vil-
lage. This School is functioning from 1-7-1950 and
yet the progress in literacy is not encouraging. The
same facilities as are provided to the Gonds are ex-
tended to the Kolams also. The children are pro-
vided with scholarships and other materials required
for their education free of cost. There are 15 students
on the rolls and out of them 2 are girls and the re-
maining are boys. Again of the 15 students, 9 are
Gonds, 4 are Kolams, one a Muslim and One a Lo-
har. Except one Muslim boy who is studying 3rd
standard, all are in 1st standard, The two girls are
from tribal community.

61. Though Kolams predominate in the vil-
lage, the strength of the school-going Kolam children
is very low when compared to that of Gonds. They
do not evince much interest in the education of their
children. Previously they were taught in Gondi but
now the medium is switched over to Telugu.



Chapter VI
AWARENESS AND ATTITUDE

General

The preceding pages might help to throw
some light on the outlook of the tribe on the out-
side world, These people are interested in the
things which give them immediate benefit. The
standard of literacy among the inhabitants is very
poor and they neither read mnewspapers nor do
they have a community radio set in the village to
know about the day-to-day changes that are taking
place in the country, The villagers are not aware
of the various legislations enacted by the Govern-
ment. This village falls in the Panchayat Samithi,
Utnur. The Village Level Workers and the Social
Education Organisers of the Samithi are expected to
move among these people and apprise them of the
various enactments and other social reforms. But
they hardly visit the village and stay with the
people.

Inheritance

2. The patrilineal society that exists among all
the tribes in this arca prevails among the Kolargs
too. After the death of the father, the property 18
inherited by the sons equally. However in case
there are no male issues, the property is inherited
by the daughters. Among all the communities in
the village, the prevalent practice is that the sons
inherit the property. None in the village are aware
of the existence of the Hindu Laws of Succession
and Adoption. Knowing the changes therein does
not therefore arise. Adoption is permitted.

3. It is not that they do not like to give a
share to their daughters but a few people when
asked about their opinion on this subject, remark.ed
that it is the duty of the parents to get her married
and that the husband has to look after her, and
marrying her itself is the amount of her share, That
is why they do not wish to give equal share to the
danghter. Only 12 heads of households out of 4_0
expressed in favour of giving equal share in their
property to their daughters. Of the 12 household
heads, 2 are in the age group of above 50 years;
one js aged between 41-50 years and 8 are in the
age group of 21-30 years (Table 75).

Functions of the different organs of the Democratic
Decentralisation

4. Of the 40 household heads, only 31 are
aware of the existence of the Panchayat and the
rémaining are not aware, None in the village in-
cluding the Vice-President who hails from this
place knows the functions of the Panchayat. Only
two Kolam household heads know about the Pan-
chayat Samithi. Zilla Parishad is known only to
one Kolam household head. None in the village is
satisfied with the functioning of these organs, Dist-
rict and Taluk headquarters are known to 36 and
38 household heads respectively. Again of the 40
household heads, 26 (19 Kolams and 7 Gonds) ex-
pressed the opinion that their community Panchayats
should not be displaced even though statutory
Panchayats are established. These people are not
satisfied with the working of the Panchayats. The
remaining 14 household heads are in favour of
abolition of their Caste Panchayats. Further, those
who are in favour of continuing their Community
Panchayat have reported that their social disputes
like divorce, separation, etc., should be decided in
the council of their cast® elders, Some say that
they have not yet developed any confidence in the
Statutory Panchayat where according to them
favouritism plays an important role. Added to this,
the caste elders have no voice in the deliberations
of the Statutory Panchayat.

5. As they have mno acquiantance with the
Village Level Worker, the question of expressing their
opinion on his functions does not arise. All the 40
household heads in the village have reported that
they do not know the functions of the Village Level
Worker. The activities of Community Development
Programme have not yet percolated into this inte-
rior village.

Family planning

6. None in the village are aware of the exis-
tence of a family planning clinic. Only three house-
hold heads have reported that they are aware of
the methods of family planning and two household
heads each of Kolam and Gond approved controlling
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the birth of children deliberately. The other house-
hold head who is a Muslim disagreed as his religion
does not permit such things. After explaining the
advantages of birth control, 31 heads of house-
holds have approved and are willling to adopt the
methods of family planning provided they are given
facilities. Inall, 33 persons are in favour of birth
control. None of these persons are in favour of adopt-
ing surgical methods as they have got a wrong ap-
prehension that they will become impotent after the
operation.

7. Again of these 33 persons, 2 want to adopt
birth control after 3 children; 11 after 4 children; 14
after S children; 4 after 6 children and only 2 after
7 children. The above picture clearly gives an idea
that the tribals are infavour of family planning and
it can be popularised and can be put into practice
by providing facilities and by means of effective
propaganda.

8. Table 69 gives the attitude of the persons
towards the family planning with reference to age.
One houschold head each in the age group of 3i-
40 years and 2{-30 years desires to adopt family
planning after 3 children. Of the 11 p:rsons who
desire to adopt birth control after 4 children, 4 are
in the age group of 21-30 years, 3 are in the age
group of 31-40 years, one in the age group of 41_50
years and three in the age group of 50 years and
above. 14 houschold heads out of 33 desire to
adopt family planning after the birth of 5 children,
Of these 3, 7, 2, 2 househoid heads fall in the age
groups of 21-30, 31-40, 41-50 and above 50 respec-
tively.

9. There are 4 household heads who desire
to adopt family planning after six children. Of these
three are in the age group of 31-40 years and one
is in the age group of z1-30 years. The remaining
two heads of the households who desire to adopt
birth control after 7 children are in the age group of
31-49 years. The general tendency among these
people is to have more number of children so that
the latter would be of help to them in their agri-
cultural operations.

10. Table 70 gives the details of the attitude
towards family planning with reference to the age
of the child-bearing women. The reference to the
attitude of the family planning of the child-bearing
women is not direct but ascertained from the opi-
nion of their husbands, Two such Gond women who
are in the age group of 26-30 years are willing to
adopt family planning after having 3 children. There

are 11 women who intend to restrict their families
after four children. Again of these 11 women two
each are in the age group of above 40 years and 16~
20 years; one each in the age group of 31-35 years
21-25 years and  36-40 years while the remainin 4:
are between 26 to 30 years. Similarly, there areg14
women of child-bearing age who desire to adopt th

methods of family planning after five issuespFi~Z
such women are in the age groups of 3135 yea}s and
21-25 years while there is one each in the age grou

of 36.-40 years and 16-20 years. There are 3 w%)m .
of this category in the age group of 40 year ercll
above. The husbands of 4 women of child-bezsia'n

age reported that they want to adopt famil ;;ng
ning after the birth of sjx children by del);bgra?-
means. In this Ccategory falls one woman each ie
the age group of 30-40 years and 2[-25 years wh'ln
there afe.2 women in the age group of 2030 s
The opxhlon of the husbands of two child-beyaeqrs.
women is that they want to adopt the famil rlmg
ning after seven children and these two wo hen ?‘n.
in the age groups of 31-36 years and 26-30 )r'r:::lr:s .

L. All the heads of 1
' : ¢ households j
village are not having the same attitude t(;vta:}(;:

famlly plannino ]t dlﬂ-
' S srs from
df:pendmg on the duration person to person

gives the attitude

Is’ﬂ?rried for 20 years and above, 7 for 16-20

or 11-15 years and 4 for 6-10 years Wh.lyears,
remaining 3 household heads have bee e the
only 6 or less years, n married for

12, Income is also one of th
Creates desire among the
of the families,

e factors which
People to restrict the growth

The 7 heads of the h
i ouseh
intend to have more children fajl >eholds who

groupsof Rs. 1,201 ang above'(1 house
900 (1 household), Rs. 301-600 2 h
Rs. 300 and Jegs 3 households). S
household heads Wwho do not want

in the income
hold), Rs_ 601
ouseholds) and
imilarly the 32

more childrepn
=900, Rs, 30]-
derof 1, 16 and

fall in the income groups of Rs, 601
600 and Rs, 300 and less in the or
15 households Tespectively,
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Untouchability Offences Act, 1956

13. Untouchability is observed by the tribals
also. They do not allow the Schedulgd Caste
people viz, Mala, Madiga, etc., inside. their houses
nor do they touch them. The drinking water well
which is used by tribalsis notopen to the untouch-
ables. Similarly they also do not give equal status to
the Pradhans. As a matter of fact, no Ma'la.or Ma-
diga can pass through a Kolam village .sxtFmg in a
cart. He had to get down and walk. Tins is preva-
lent even to this day. Except one Muslim hgusehold,
none in the village have heard about the. existence of
the abolition of Untouchability statutorily.

Dowry Payments Act

14, There is no system of dowry paymeht
among tribals as well as in other castes in the vil-
lage. None in the village like the payment of dovyry.
The tribals have got their own codes for marriage
and divorce etc. Only one Kolam household report-
ed knowledge of Hindu Marriage Act. None in the
village know about the Act,

Inter-tribal and inter-caste relationship

15, The social life of a village is to a large
extent influenced by the ethnic composition of the
village, because the caste or tribe plays an impor-
tant role in the social relationship between the
various sections of the village population. In this
village, there are two tribesand one household of
Hindu caste and one of Muslim community. Kolams
are numerically predominant while the Gonds,
another dominating tribe of this area is however,
numerically less in number than the former. The lat-
ter are to some extent economically sound. Yet none
feel superior to any other simply because of their
birth in that particular tribe. Unlike in the case of
plains villages where the caste hierarchy is a com-
mon feature. Live and let live is the policy of the
tribalfolk,

16. People call onone another, mix freely and
take part in common religious festivals though there
are separate habitations for each community. To
sum up, they are living very cordially without much
differentiation of caste and creed.



Chapter VII
CONCLUSION

The preceding Chapters have set out the socio-
economic conditions of the people living in the forest
clad village of Laindiguda in general and the Kolamsor
the Kolavars,a Scheduled tribe in particular. The shift-
ing cultivation, once a major economic activity of the
Kolams, has become almost a legend now. The
various ameliorative measures initiated by the Go-
vernment for the uplift of the different tribal popu-
lations of this area, have brought about many a
change in the inherent set up of this tribe. Today,
every Kolam household is owning a piece of land
and is pursuing settled agriculture. But their agri-
cultural practices are still primitive and they do not
try 1o improve the fertility of the land by way of
applying manures. Undoubtedly, the Kolams are
economically backward when compared to the Gonds
who are the dominating tribe. It is often compiain-
ed by the Kolams that they are getting step motherly
treatment from the Government in the solution of
their economic problems.

2. The problem of indebtedness is alarming.
The source of credit for these people is provided by
the private money lenders who charge abnormal
rates of interest. The poor tribals must be provided
with easy credit facilities by the Government so that
they may not fall an easy prey into the hands of
unscrupulous money lenders.

2,  The percentage of literacy is almost negli-
gible. The villagers are almost ignorant about the
various scientific and technological developments that

are taking place in the country.

4, The eroding influences of modern civilisa-
tion are clearly perceptible on their tribal organi-
sation. Their Community Panchayats are not se
effective as they once were. Today the hereditary
tribal elder does not have the same voice and com-

mand as he used to in the past.

5. Though there are no radical changesin the
socio-economic set up of the tribe, the wheels of
acculturation have started moving. Today they are
not so rigid in their outlook as they werea decade
ago. Their coming into contact with the plains
people in the weekly shandies and fairs undoubtedly
had its own impact on the culture of Kolams. The

younger generation is very much inclined to copy the
habits and the ways of the plains people. Though
Kolams and Gonds are living in the same belt, Ko-
lams are more conservative in their outlook and
economically more backward than Gonds. Kolams
need much attention from the Government. No Vil-
lage Level Worker has ever visited this village to
enquire about the welfare of the people. Such gross
indifference on the part of the Samithi Officials cre-
ates a kind of antagonism against the Goverment
and its activities among the tribals,

6. In under-developed areas, specially among
tribal communities, it is necessary that the basic
needs of the people, are first to be realised for the
successful implementation of the welfare measures.
Any programme designed for the welfare can be
effective or can have its impact only when such
problems which agitate the minds of the larger
section of the community are resolved. These griev.
ances are not very complex in nature; there are only
small problems of scttling land disputes, demarcating
pasture, grazing and forest lands, providing irriga-
tional facilities, ensuring an uninterrupted supply of
essential requisites for agricultural production and
credit. These and such other problems have to be
settled on the spot. Sometimes it is more important
to settle them than the production programmes or
construction of a school or organising youth clubs
and so on; as long as their local problems agitate the
minds of the large nunjér of the community, its mem-
bers are not likely to respond to other programmes
that are designed for the betterment. A large majority
of the population always desires to get their grievan-
ces redressed at the earliest from the nearest possi-
ble authority with less expenditure. Probably this
might be one of the causes for the slow progress of
Community Development Programmes in Tribal
Areas.

7. To sum up, for the administration of
Social Services, it is necessary that human approach
takes precedence over exercise of power. It is the
approach of persuasionrather than exercise of regu-
latory powers that will bring about ultimate success.
Workers engaged in the execution of welfare pro-
grammes whether officials or non-officials having the
technical expertise must acquire and develop a
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human approach to establish an identity of interests
with the community in which they work. There has
to be judicious adjustment of activity to meet the
basic needs of the peoplz as distinguished from pro-
grammes or activities of their social and economic
improvement. As stated earlier, to create a psycho-
logical receptivity, it is necessary to meet promptly
the basic needs. Specialisation should be subordina-
ted to coordination to achieve the desired results

without creating conflicts and confusion in the minds
of t.he people. Al laws, particularly social laws
which we are producing rather too fast and in a
rather complex way should fit in with the genius of
the people they are meant to serve. Designed as
the.y are to satisfy the requirements of perfect legis-
lation, they tend to become un-intelligible to gthe
common man who finds it difficult to digest them
and to avail of the benefits they confer.

APPENDIX
TABLES

The Tables presented herein are based on the data collected in respect of 40 households inhabiting
Laindiguda village at the time of survey done in May 1964.

TABLE 1
Area, Houses and Population
Area Number of Population
Name of S Density per  Number of house- — -~ .
Year  village/hamlet rﬁlcres Hecta—;e; Sq. mile houses holds Persons Males Females
M @) 6)) @) 6 (6) Q) ® ) (19
1961 1836-80 7-44 €4 39 39 193 100 ) 93
SOURCE ; Primary Census Abstract, 1961
TABLE 2

Size and Composition of Households

Single member  Two or three members Four to six members  Seven to nine members Ten memberts and above

Total No, . N 2K - o Y A
of house- House- H House- House- House-
holds holds Males Females h%?;:- Males Females holds Males Females holds Males Females holds Males Females

1 @ @ @ 6 © %) @ © (o an 1@ ay a4 @) 319

40 6 6 9 24 6t 61 9 37 33 1 6 10

TABLE 3
Househbolds and Population by Religion, Sect and Caste/Tribe/Community

Not belonging T%tal ;
t Cct number O
Religion Sect ° asx:}i)-s:ect of households Persons Males Females
M . ) 3 O ©) ) @)
HINDU
1 Gond (S.T) ' 8 8 52 27 25
2 Kammara Khati i 6 1 5
3 Kolam (S.T.) 7 27 141 70 0!
ISLAM , _
1 Muslim Sunnpi 4 24 12 .12
Total 35 40 223 110 113

. S.T.: Scheduled Tribe
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LE 4

Phratry and Clan by Tribe and Households

Phratry
"S - ~ . Clan
) cwen arwen Edwen Nalugo Aro Edo T T e
T b 3 2 < "i -y v , i
:ll)e b(&g; b(a:l Saga  Dayyam Dayyam Dayyam Ada  Mcsram ng%; Atram Pusnak Doram Madavi
: 3 @ ¢ ® 7 '
U ®) ® a9 an Gy @3 a4
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS *
1 Gond 1 4 3 1
3 2 1
2 Kolam 11 12 4
12 11 4
Total 1 4 3 11 12 4 ) | "
| 1 4
TABLE 5
Population by Age Group and Sex
Age Total
(_group ) —_———— ,-_____E;_(_’SS__ Kammara Kolam Muslim
In years Mal F T _ >
( N males Males  Femates Males  Females rl\-/lal;s—‘ Femalcs " " Mal JLF les
b o - cs ales cmales
) @ ©) © ™ @®) ©) (10) an
0-14 54 55 14 13 , o
15-24 13 16 4 1 # 34 6 !
25-59 40 3R 7 9 1 ; ’ 10 4
60 & above 3 4 2 p) % 2% 6 L
1 1
1
Total 110 113 27 25 ) 5
70 71 12 12
TABLE ¢
Population by Age Group and Marital Statys
Total population N i
————t ,__zeiﬂalrrled Married Wid .
Age group o owed Divorced/Separated
(in years) Persons  Males  Females Males Females Males Females My F Y r -~ -
() ) 3 “ 5 ales Females Males
) ) (6) 0 8) ) (10) Females )
0-14 109 54 55 L) 51 ) b @
15-24 29 13 16 5 g ‘
25-59 78 40 38 1 39 Ie - )
60 & above 7 3 4 3 34 1 2 1
3
1
Total 223 110 113 57
52 52
57 1

Primary or
Caste/Tribe) A Total Illiterate Junior Basic
aste/Tribe ge group — —_—— \ - - A -
Community (in years) Persons Males Females r}_’crsons Males Females ,—Persons Males Females
(1 ? 3) ©) 5) ©) 4] ®) )] 10) (11)
! Gond 0-14 27 14 13 24 12 12 3 2 1
15-24 5 4 5 1
25-59 16 7 9 14 9 2 2
60 & above 4 2 4 2
2 Kammara 0-14 1 1 i 1
15-24 1 1 1 1 "
25-59 3 1 2 3 1 2
60 & above 1 v 1 1 1
3 Kolam 0-14 68 34 34 66 33 33 2 1
15-24 19 9 10 ‘14 6 8 5 3 2
25-59 52 26 26 51 25 26 1 1
60 & above 2 1 1 2 1 1
4 Mustim 0-14 13 6 2 4 4 .
15-24 4 4 4 4
25-59 7 6 1 6 5 1 1 1 .
60 & above .
TABLE 8
Population by Age Group, Sex and Education
Primary or Junior
Total Iliterate Basf
— Ko -— — -
'%lgne y%’.l::’g)p “Persons Males  Females " ‘Persons Males Females Persons  Males Females
) ) 3) 4 3) 6) o ®) ) (10)
0-14 109 54 55 100 47 53 9 7 2
15-24 29 13 16 24 10 14 5 3 2
25-59 78 40 k! 74 36 38 4 4 oo
3 4
60 & above 7 3 4 7
4 4
Total 223 110 113 205 96 109 18 1

TABLES

TABLE 7

Population by Age Group, Sex, Education and Caste/Tribe/;Community
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60 & above

T —————
Males  Females

—— e

(10

.

(10)

—_

=TT
60 & above

(10)

[ 4) APPENDIX
TABLE 9
Household Heads by Caste/Tribe/Community, Age Group, Sex and Litera
cy
. Age group (in years)
0-1 TN T
Caste/ Tribe/ ,___J__ﬁ b 25-59
Community Particulars Males Females  Males Fe;la\_l; ’REJ F -Tm
emales
) ©) 3) )} ) (6) ) ®) 9
1 Gond Literate ®
lilitesate 2
Total 3 1 2
2 Kammara Literate ! 2
Lilitcrate
Total :
3 Kolam Literate 1
Illiterate !
Total 1 ;g l
4 Muslim Literate !
tliterate l
Tctal 2
Totat of all Literate . 1
Communities Iliterate 34
Total ! 1
1 3
35 1
3
TABLE 10
Deaths by Tribe/Community, Marital Status, Sex and Age Group during the |
€ last Five Years
Muales
e e - . Females
Teib Age group (in years) - U ——
ribe/ - —~ A Age group (in years
Community  Marital status 0-14 15-24 25-59 60 & ab?ve - 0-14 T —— )
- 15-24
M @ ®» @ ® @ . 59
1 Gond Never Married 2 ® @)
Married 1 !
2 Kolam Never Married i
Married
3 Muslim Married !
1
TABLE 11
Deaths by Tribe/Community, Caunse, Sex
and Age Group dur;
uring last Five Yeq
ars
Males
- o —in__,__ﬁﬁ_\ ——— Femaleg
Tribe/ Cause of f‘—-'——-——'—-—-———i‘_k(—-y—bafj)_ Age gr: i
Community death 0-14 15-24 2559 60 ‘?—cﬁab—hﬂove p_ml4 up (in ycars)
15-24 25
{)) @ 3 4 4 (6) 6] 8 5
1 Gond Smallpox © ®
Cough and :
fever 2
Typhoid 1
2 Kolam Fever 1
At the time of
delivery
3 Muslim At the time of 1
delivery
Total 3 . 1 !

—
60 & above

th
—
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TABLE 12
Livelihood Classes

Inmates of insti-

Total number of persons
tutions and

Occupied houses
enumerated (including

Number inmates of institutions houseless
Location code Area in Number  of and houseless persons) persons Literates
number and name square of house- ~ - - ————A—— e
of village miles houses holds p M F M 3 M F
8] &) 3 C)] &) 6 Mm  ® €9) 10y @y
1951 CENSUS*
129 Laindiguda 2-87 29 29 171 89 82 7
1964 SURVEY
102 Laindiguda 2-87 38 40 223 110 113 14 4
—Contd.

TABLE 12—Conid.

Livelihood Classes

Agricultural classes

—
I-Cultivators of land )
whollv or mainly owned wholly or mainly unown-

4, . . Y
IV-Non-cultivating owners of
land, agricultural rent receiv-

ers and their dependents

NI-Cultivating
labourers and
their depcndents

J1-Cultivators of land

Location code and their dependents ed and theidcpendents th
"“""é?”?a?&f;‘?’"" “p M F "p M _ F P M F ' P M F
iy (12) (13) (19 (15) (16) an asy (19 200 (21 22) (23)
1951 CENS U $*~—Contd.
129 Laindiguda 140 i + 2 t f
1964 SURVE Y—Contd.
102 Laindiguda 205 103 102 6 3 3
—Conrd.
TABLE 12—Concld.
Livelihood Classes
Non-agricultural classes
- Persons (including dependents), who derive their principal means of livelihood from o
- ) VIII-Other services and

. .
V-Production other than

VI-Commerce VII-Transport miscellaneous sources

Location code cultivation n
o e 1 M F P M F P M F " p M F
M) (24) (25) 26y 27 8 29 (30) €1)) G2 (G 3 35)
1951 CE N SUS—Concld.
129 Laindiguda . . . .
1964 SURVE Y —Concld.
6 1 5 6 3 3

102 Laindiguda

*SOURCE :—1951 District Census Handbook, Adilabad
T Sexwise figures are not available

P: Persops 'M: Males F: Females
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L ocation
Code No.

M

102

Location
Code No.

I
102

Location

Code No.

m

102

P : Persons

APPENDIX

TABLE 13

1961 Primary Census Ahstract

Occupicd
residential
houses Total No. of persons
Area  ——A— enumerate? (including
of No. inmatcs of institutions Scheduled S
vitlage of and houseless persons) Castes Ct'?ggl;;d I‘(l)ousleltqss
Name of (in Sq. No.of house- — A N N e, _D__I_)ualon
village miles) houses holds P M F M F M F - M F‘
) (3) @ & © @) (8) @ U0 an 1 43 9
Lainiiguda 2-87 9 39 193 100 92 .. 100 93
~Contd.
TABLE 13—Contd.
1961 Primary Census Abstract
Workers
It ?
In mining,
q.uurryn v,
livestock,
forestry,
fishin s,
hunting
I & plan-
. . tations 1v
[nstitu- Literate & Totatl 1 As agri- y
tional educated workers As culti- cult\?ral :rrnclh:llidesd hAt o
‘ population  persons (I-1X) vator labourer activiti|es olgymduS-
Name o P e T summatunent B sttt e T A
village M Fr M F M FM FM F'M F M F
Q) (15 e (17) U8 1% @0 @h @) @) 2 (25 26 @D @8)
Laindiguda 9 59 60 58 60 ...
—Contd.
TABLE 13—-Concld.
1961 Primary Census Abstract
W or kers—Concld.
— N
v ~
In manufac- VIII
turing other In trans
than house- A% VIl storagepg;t& X
hold indus- In coos- In trade and  communi- In oth
try truction commerce cations servicg N X
Name of b N e N N —— on-workers
village M F M F M F M F M F f‘ﬁ""“—?
el 9 @0 @n G2 (33 G (35 @& On @39 (39) “0)
Laindiguda s aae vee 1 4 3
M : Males F: Females

TABLES

TABLE 14
Workers and Non-workers by Age Group and Sex

Total Total workers Total non-workers
/\.[ZC group o~ - N e N A -
(in years) Persons Males  Females Persons  Males Females Persons  Males  Females

1)) @ 3) “ ) ©) ) (8) ® 10)
0-14 109 .54 55 16 11 5 93 43 50
15-34 67 28 39 61 28 33 6 6
35-59 40 25 15 34 24 10 6 1 5
60 & above 7 3 4 3 2 1 4 1 3

Total 223 110 113 114 65 49 109 35 €4

TABLE 15 .
Workers by Occupation, Age Group and Sex
Age group (in years)
- 0-14 15-34 35-59 60 & above B Total
~ e ~ - N ~ - - A -
Fe- Fe- Fe- Fe- Fe-

Occupation Persons Males males Persons Males males Persons Males males Persons Males males Persons Males males

M @ & @ ®» © o ®& O @ a (12 (13 (14 (15 (16
1 Teacher 1 1 1 1
2 Cultivator 13 9 4 59 26 33 31 22 9 3 2 1 106 59 47
3 Herdsman 3 2 1 1 i 4 3 1
4 Agricultural

jabourer ... 1 1 1 1
5 Blacksmith ... 1 1 . v . 1 1 ..
6 Casual

labourer ... 1 1 o . 1 .1

Total 16 11 5 61 28 33 34 24 10 3. 2 .1 114 65 49
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TABLE 16

Workers engaged ; ivati
gaged in Cultivation, Industry or Business and other Services belono;
by Age Group and Sex elonging to the Household

19}

TABLES

TABLE 19

Traditional Occupation by Houscholds

Traditional occupation Number of houscholds

Working in culti
i S Working in i
vation belong g in indus- .
T (o the householq try belonging to Working in busi-
Age group  Per- R e — - ousehold ging
(in years)p sg;s Males nf ei— Per- Fe-  Per- T ,-_io_t}fjomehold Other servic ) (3}
ales sons Males males Fe-  Per- = f-‘__-—-&_es
1 sons Males p F —_—
M @ 3) @ (5 @ D ® males sons Males ma?és ls)g;_s M e 1 Cultivator 25
a0 (1 ales males 2 Culti
0-14 16 1 5 3 . (i) 12 13) 4 (15 ultivator ( Podu lands) 14
15-34 61 4 ) (9 3 Balcksmith 1
8 359 26 33 1 \
3559 34 w1 3 m 1 ) 2 1
- 9 1 Total 40
60& above 3 2 1 3 , 1
< 1 3 2 1
Total 114 65 49 106 59 47 1
! 1
7 5 2
TABLE 20
TABLE 17 Place of Occupation
Non-workers b ;
y Age G . 3 Agricultural Casual
ge Group, Sex and Nature of Activ Distance Teacher Cultivator Herdsman labourer Blacksraith labourer
lvlty Place Of from vil- r-——-—J\————— f-———-_-k-.—.__ﬂ r-o—.__—Jh.——__—-q f-——.—-.b—-—-———\ r—_————&-.—-—-—\ f-——-——J-————-—\
Total No. of non-workers Pers occupation lage Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females
Age group - -~ Dependents crsoms engaged in house- 1 2
(in years) Persons Males Femal;s "Pers M‘ R hold duties only :‘u"ﬁme students or ® @ ® @ ©) ©) @ @ @ (19 an (13) 14
ons ales Femal . A children attendi
ay. @ 4 es Persons Mal m—— —— ending school indi
4 es  Femgs ———e Laindiguda ... 1 59 3 1 1 . 1 1
@ ®  ©® o ® males  Persons Males Females | i
0-14 (10) s
93 43 50 86 39 47 (”) (12) (13)
15-34 6 . p ; 1 :
35-59 3 3 6 4
1 3 \ \ 1 2
60 & above 4 1 3 : 3 3
- 1
3
3
Total 10
9 45 64 93 4 52 -
10
6
4
? TABL E 21
Occupational Mobility, Cause of Change and Contentment during 1963-64 by Tribe
No. of households
H TABLZE 18 . changing traditional No. of inkflor-_
ons : s g0 No. of occupation mants who
eholds engaged m C“]"vatlon, Industry or Busi house- f'—"'"'-"'-'—"'""'——"-—'“! are not con-
usiness belonging to i holds Forced Other tent with
Households e Hollseho]d From traditional changing To contemporary Volun- by cir- reasons present
engaged H h H Tribe occupation over main occupation tarily cumstances (unspecified) occupation
in cultivati ouseholds ousehold
Total No. of han by the. _ engaged in engaged in ) @ 3) @) ©) ®) M ®)
households household industry run by business run Households
0 o the household hg)u); f}l:el Tunning cultiVat:?;n 1 Gend Cultivator 1 Teacher i 1
chold industr ’
?) oLy or
40 O] business 2 Kolam Cultivator 13 Cultivator 13 5
37 1 5) (Podu 1ands)
1 Agricultural 1 1
labourer

2
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TABLE 2

Occupational Mobility—Nga

Number of person

§ Who want the;

ture of Aspiration

—_ r
No. of In the same __—5"“-—-—831-11226
persons occupation e —
Main occupation o thte. as in col. (1) Govern
p occupation (i.e., his own) Teacher SCrViT:m Bus
cond .
1) 2) (3) 4 ) (;Jctor Cultivator Unspecified
1 Teacher 1 ) M ®)
2 Cultivator 37 28 1 !
2
3 Agricultural 1 6
labourer
4 Blacksmith 1 '
1
Total 40 28 1 3
1
1 6
TABLE 23
Distribution of Households by Main occupation apg Cast T
¢/ Tribe/Commyp;
nity
Number of hous
. . . — e cholds am
Main occ : ——— e ong
i o upation GOND KAMMAR A ——\;0\_\_‘“
LA T ———
) 2) 3 @ M MUSLIM
1 Teacher 1 )]
2 Caultivator 7
3 Agricultural labourer 26 4
4 Blacksmith . 1
Total P 1
27
4
TABLE 24
Combination of Occupationg
p. . _ Subsidiary oce .
Trader T Pation groyp
Main_ Total No. of ] (kirana \—-\\_&_&
occupation  households  Priest shop) Cultivator Herdsmap Algficultural Bt ————
s
) @ 3 O] o) © abourer maker ]a%gﬂ;glr
)]
. 8) 9
NUMBER of 4 ( ®)
0
1 Teacher 1 USEHOLpg
2 Cultivator 37 I 1 .
3 Agricultural 1
labourer 1 1 3
4 Blacksmith 1 o 1
Total 40 1 1 1 .
1
1 3

TABLES L11
TABLE 25
Main Occupation, per capita Annual Household Income and Family Type
) Main occupation
Pex" ﬁigé?hz?g ual - Teacher ~ Cultivator -
aRs) s . 3 o “s TS o
0} 2 3) C)) ) (6) m ® ®)
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
1- 50 4 1
51-100 ‘ 15 1 4 1
101-200 i . 4 e i i
201-300
301-500 1
501 & above -
Total - 1 o 24 1 9
—Crnd.
TABLE 25—Concld.
Main Occupation, per capita Annual Household Income and Family Type
Main occupation
Perh%al?si;ﬁ;%nual " —Agricultural labourer ” Blacksmith B
P a R "s S o “s P 3 0 ' Total
) ao an 12) 13) (14) (15) (16) an s
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
1- 50 1 10
51;100 1 22
101-200 . 7
201-300 *
301-500 . 1
501 & above . - .
Total . 1 o . 1 40

S==Simple family (Husbmd, wife and unmarried children), if any
I=Intermediate family (Married couple and un-married brother/sister and one of the parents)
J ==Joint family (erried couple with married sons/Daughters or vyith married brothers/sisters)

O =Other family types
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TABLE 26
TABLE 28

Houscholds owning or possessing Land for Cultivat;
on Reciprocal Aid and Improvement in Agricultural Practices

Number of househ
Caste/Tribe] 5T _e_()lﬁ:lid_extcm of land (in acres) . Number of agricultural households
h -1t . . T ———— o
Community 3&below  31tos Sitog 15 33 Mlto Ml W1t 301 4o 501 i ~ Assist B
L oo : R e oo
. 1 A -
t
2 Kammara . 2 1 1 lglgcht(i::gca :
” 1 of culti-
3 Kolam 6 ;
2 vation (not
4  Musiim 2 o 4 3 1 including
2 Borrow- Taking sowing.
’ Using Manures Using  Adopting ing agricul- help of and
Total 10 3 Gross oA =, iMPIOV=  improv- tural imple- neighbours harvesting Benefited
15 4 3 1 2 . annual Using Chemi- ed agricul- ed me- ments from at the time operations) from land
S . household  improv- cal tural- thods of Using others at the of sowing in the shape assign-
Tribe/ income ed Orga-  ferti- imple- cultiva- pesti- time of culti- or har- of manual ment
Community (in Rs.) seeds nic  lizers ments tion  cides vation vesting  labour scheme
0y (3] 3) 4) ) (6) ™ (8) ® (10) an (12
1 Kolam 300& below
301~ 600 1 2 2 2 2
2 Muslim 601- 900 e
901-1200 aee
TABLE 27 1,201 & above ... -
Agricultural Produce and Disposa] 1963-64
Quantity
consuy
; _ by . TABLE 29
Name Ofrg%rlj(c::n ural Quadnm,\('i producing . 3‘;?111%1)« .
p produce households fo,‘szlle Quantity anf’;‘,;t Number of Pattadars by Size of Holdings and Caste|Tribe/Community
¢ (2) a sold ~ lised
) realise:
6 x 4 ) © Number of Pattadars
G PK Extent of land I uh
G PK ; KAMMARA KOLAM MUSLIM
1 Jowar 515 215 30 0 G P K Rs. P. (in acres) GOND .
2 Maize 1138 11 8 300 60000 ) ()] 3 @ )
3 Italian millet 001 60 1 3 & below
4  Wheat 006 60 6 s ‘ 3.1- § 2 -6 2
5 Redgram 008§ 00 g 5.1- 8
6 Blackgram 008 D0 8 81 11 ) 2 .
7 Anumulu (field bean) 001 00 i
8 Bengalgram 01 4 01 4 1-1- 14 ) . 10 2
9  Greengram 001 00 4 - SR 14-1- 17
~ 17-1- 20 4
10 Castor 00s 800 5
11 Cotton 100 Lo h 20-1- 30
0 0 e . 1 Pras wes hld
12 Tobacco 4 Thakkedlu & Thakkedyy oo 485.00 30-1- 40
13 Chillies 1 Maund ! Maund . 401~ S0
e ’ 50.1- 75§ 1 1
Note :— G=Gone 10 Kunchamns =1 Palla e -
P=Palla 4 Pallas  —1 Gone 75:1-100
K = Kuncham 101 & above - e
7 1 26 4

Total
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TABLE 30
Area under Cultivation by Caste/Tribe/Community and Households
Extent of land p Number of households among
(in acres) GOND KAMMARA KOLAM - MUSLIM -
1) (2) 3
3) (4) )
3 & below
3.1- 5 2 1
6 ~
51- 8 1 ) 2
8-1- 11 1
4
11-1- 14 )
14:1- 17 I ] s S
17-1- 20 1 ) 1
20-1- 30 1 .
30.1- 40 )
40-1- 50 .
50-1- 75 _ 1
75-1-100
100 & above
Total 7 1
26
4
TABLE 31
Cultivating Households and Increase in Irrigated Area during last Five Y
Extent of . ears
land
newly (tj)rought b
under Number Total Total N : .
irtigation o o oy _ umber of households w1thA holdings (in acres) of
(in acres) holds area area  Below 1 -2 2:1-5  §5.1-8 8-1—;1‘1~-“ﬁ115~'_‘*"- —_—
Q) ) 3) (4) &) 6 @) © 10 15.1:20 20,1 & above
Ac. Ac () (12
Below 1
1- 2 B
2.1- 5 2 10 e
5-1- 8 2 .
8.1-11
11.1 & above ) .
Total 2 10 \

Caste/ house-
Tribe holds num- holds num- holds num- i : ]
Commutllity owning ber owning ber owning ber owning ber owning ber owning ber owning ber

TABLES [ 15 ]

TABLE 32
Land Reforms and its Effects by Households and Caste/Tribe/Community

Number of households

Brief indication ofil' ho
t b t
he ma%‘}e::ﬂqgctene - GOND KAMMARA KOLAM MUSLIM
') (2) (&) C)) )

Land reclamation and development sc heme

(a) They have been benefited by
getting land from the govern-

ment 5 1 15 1
Land assignment
(b) They have been benefited
by gettting land from the
government 3
Assignment or acquisition of house sites
(a) Inherited 6
(b) Got from the panchayat 1
(c) Occupied 8 1 19 3
(d) Acquired from father-in- )
law 2
TABLE 33

Livestock Statistics by Caste/Tribe/Community

Cow/ Bull/ Goat/

Milch Draught .
cattle bullock calf cilf sheep Pig Fowl
"N ~ "No.of ‘No. of " Ro. of

—~
of No. of No, of

No. of Total }Sﬁs e. Total house- Total house- Total house- Total house- Total house- Total

holds num- holds num- holds num- holds num-

0] [0)) 3) “) ) (6) Q) ® (4] 1oy an 12 a3 4 as)
1 Gond 2 5 2 4 1 4 1 1 1 4 1 1
2 Kammara e 1 2
3 Kolam 11 43 11 K| 4 9 5 8 1 2 2 4
4 Muslim 1 2 2 6 1 3
Total 14 50 16 43 6 16 5 8 2 3 1 4 3 s

TABLE 34
Types of Industry run by Households

Name of Industry Number of households
m )

Blacksmithy 1
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TABLE 35
Traditional Industry by Households
Name of traditional industry Number of households
(N )
Blacksmithy 1
TABLE 36
Village Industries—Products by Caste
Blacksmithy
Caste ﬁNumber of households o Name of produc@
M ’ (2 3)
Kammara 1 1 Guntaka
2 Ploughshare
3 Goruva
TABLFE 37
Houschold Industry by Caste, Households and Amount of Investment, 1963-64
Houschold Industry
T e e e e - - —————— e
Blacksmithy -
(e e T e ——
Caste Number of households Amount of investment B
¢ (2 3)
Rs. P.
Kammara i 42. 50
TABLE 38
Material Culture—Possession of Bedding Material and Furniture by Caste/Tribe/Communit d
Households ¥ an
Number of households possessing among
Particulars “ Gonp KAMMARA KOLAM MUSLIM T
) @ 3) 4 (5) ((:)al
7 Bedding Material
1 Cot 8 i 22 4
2 Mat 1 5 | 3
3 Quilt i s 1 J
4 Blankets 4 8 2 6
5 Carpet 1 5 4
6 Bed 2 6
7 TBedsheets 2 6 4 2
8 Pillows ! 2 1§
11 Furniture
1 Chair 1
2 Gadamanchi 1 . :
3 Bench 1 1 ;
4 Bhoshanam . 1 2
5 Stool 1 :
6 Trunk box 2 ! :
7 Wooden box 4 ] 5 1 >
8 Wall shelf 1 n
9 Mirror 1 1 13 3 1;
Total 26 10 72 20 128

h*]

TABLES [ 17]

TABLE 39

Material Culiure — Furniture and Consumer Goods acquired in last Five Years by Caste/Tribe/Community
and Households

Number of households which have acquired in last five years

Caste/Tribe/Community ﬁWooden box Trunk box Hurricane lantern |
O] @ ©) (C))
1 Gond 1
2 Kammara 1 1
3 Kolam 1 1
4 Muslim
Total 3 i 1
TABLE 40
Material Culture — Possession and Use of Consumer Goods by Caste/Tribe/Community and
Housecholds
Number of households consuming among
Particulars - GOND KAMMARA KOLAM MUSLIM
M @ ©) ) )
I Fuel and lighting
1 Firewood 1 27 4
2 Kerosene buddi 1 24
3 Castor oil lamp 1 4
4 Hurricane lantein 1 1
II Domestic utensils ‘
1 Earthen 7 1 27 4
2 Brass 8 1 24
3 Bronze 5 2 .
5 1 19 4

4 German silver

Il Other consumer goods and services

Toilet soap/ 2 ‘ 1 10 2
Washing soap
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TABLE 41
TABLE 42
Material Culture—Consumption Habits by Annual Hou
, sehold Income and Ho . . '
uscholds by Caste/Tribe/Community Budgetary Position by Main Occupation
No. of house- No of house
. - . se- No, ofh —~ .
Caste/Tribe] Income range I:Sldzftk?f?tulslge }rlxgltds that do  holds that yse holds 1h:tu(si?) 11\1]((>)ld(s)ftkllwtuse-d N(l)' of house- Sale Pur- Occu- QOccupa-
Community (inRs.) ~ mosquito curtain uAtusemos'- toilet soap/  not use tojlet / clothes { a se}x: holds that do not . value chase  pational ticnal
quito curtain washing soap washing soap no washer- send clothes to House- House- House-  of -value of house-  house-
an washerman . holds holds holds assets assets hold  hold
1)) (2) (3) 8) ) : with Amount  with Amount with during during aver-  aver-
(©) €)) ®) Main  No. of No. of sur- of deficit of balan- cur- cur- age age
Occupa- house-  per- In- Expendi- - pius sur- bud- defi- ced rent rent in- expen-
1 Gond 1.201 & atove tion holds  sons come ture budget plus get cit  budget year year come  diture
(1 ) Q) 4 &) ® O (8) ) (10) (1 (1) (13) 4
901—1,2¢0
. P .P. Rs. P P, Rs.P. Rs.P.
601— 900 : : Rs. P Rs. P Rs. P s Rs s. P s. P
301— 600 3 ! 1 Teacher 1 6 73200 646-94 1 85-06 732.00 €46-94
|
300 & be! : 3 2 Cultivator 37 205 13,802-84 18,887-95 3 4590 32 5.131+01 2 300-00 65000 373-05 510.49
: elow 4
4 4 3 Agricultu-
ral tabou- 200-00 225-00
2 Kammara 1,201 & above - rer 1 6 200-00  225.00 1 25-00 ... . 5
901—1,200 . 4 Blacksmith | 6 38500 62325 1 238.25 385.00 623.25
601— 900
Total 40 223 1511984 2038314 4 13096 34  539%4:26 2 :00-G0 650 00
301— 600 1 1 v
360 & below 1
TABLE 43
3 Kolam 1201 & above
SR Gross and Net Annual Income from Household Industry by Houscholds, 1963-64
901—1,200 :
601— S00 . 2 Name of industry Gross annual income No. of households Net annual income  No. of houscholds
LETY ’) <
2 4 5
301— 600 I . : 0 @ ©) (4) )
’ 5
300 & below 13 ; 12 Rs. P. Rs. P.
10
< 1
: 13 Blacksmithy 70-00 ! 7000
4 Muslim 1,201 & above 1 ' .
1 ,
901—1,200 ! TABLE 44
f01— 900 Indebtedness by Annual Household Income and Households
301— 600 2 No- of households in
2 debt and total amount
300 & below . 2 ‘ of deb P ot A indebtedness per
! i tal No. of A col- (3 verage indcbtedn
z A e T households No. of households  Total debt to col. (2) household in debt
Total 1,201 & above . ) @ 3) @ o) (6)
i : .
. - Rs. P. Rs. P.
901—1,200 )
601— 900 . 300 & below 18 5 340-00 27-78 63-00
h 3 1 ) 30i- 660 8 8 915-00 44.44 114-37
301— 600 8 3 601- 900 3 2 240-00 66-66 120-00
9 01-
300 & below 18 991-1,200
8 350-00 100-00 350-00
4 14 1,201 & above l I 5

vor is
Total 40 16 1,845-00 40-00 115.31
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TABLE 45
Indebtedness by Cause, Amount and Households
Percentage of debt due
No. of
Cause Amount of debt ° (i)n }é(;gfeholds toa?rzmlg;en:(:);tlieelg?‘al
(1) ) 3 )
Rs. P.
1 Ordinary wants 1,145.00 14 6206
2 Household cultivation 350-00 2 18-97
3 Marriages 300-00 1 1620
4 Repairs to existing building 50 00 1 271
Total 1,845.00 18 100-00
TABLE 46
Number of Money Lenders and Debtors by Caste/Tribe/Community
M
Caste/Tribe/ ] ,—‘_ﬂi{ lenders Debtors
Community Period Number Amount lent ’ﬁuT,be, ::;m—ﬂ
0] (2 3) @ 5 " orrowed
Rs. P,
1 Gond 1962-63 3
1963-64 ; 220.00
2 Kammara 1963-64 . _ 290.00
3 Kolam 1961-62 | 25.00
1963-64 200.00
4 Muslim 1963-64 k 660.60
2 450.00
Total .
17 1,845.00
TABLFE 47
Credit Agency and Rate of Inte
rest by Number of Houscholds gng Amount
Rate of j
Interest free ’_5_“—‘;5'0\*—_2 m_te_r_est__________
(Mool TS B 50% )
Period Agency househotds Amount hoﬁf&ﬁd o th;_;? T ————
olds :
6 ) @ @) ®) Amount  houscholds  Amount
Rs. P © ) ®
Rs. p. Rs.P
1961-62  Private money lender : e
1962-63  Private money lender 3 200.00 "
1963-64  Private money lender 1 350.00 220-00
8 875.00 4 200.00

TABLES

TABLE 48

Sale and Purchase Value of Assets during 1934-64

Sale value of assets

Purchase value of assets

- i i ¢ During 29 B During current
Dun'ni 29 Durmfeac;xrrren uring s c
1553"63) (1963-64) (1934-63) (1963-64)
( > e —_— - A o 22 -
. “ No. of No. of No. of
Particulars hortxlgér?rflds Amount households Amount households .\mount households  Amount
(6)) (&) 3 “) () ©) O (8) ©)
Rs. P Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. P.
1 Livestock 1 200-00 1 200-00 2 450-00 2 500-00
2 Tools & equip- 9 960-00 1 150-00
ment
100-00
3 Buildiags 1
4 Jewellery & 1 (80-€0
valuables
Total 1 200.00 2 300-00 12 1,590+ 0 3 650-0)
TABLE 49
Capital Formation during last 70 years (1934-64) by Caste/Tribe/Community and Households
4 KOLAM MUSLIM
GOND ’_-I:A_Aﬁmm\ o ! S ,V l f_& —
- y ¢ f Value of 0.0 alue o 0.0
i Value of No. o u :
copital Drmer_apar  howe  apiar  howse. capita house-  capital  house
capltzinogrma~ forz\puion holds formation holds formation olds ormation
O] ) €)] 4) (5) ©) (7 (8) )
Rs.P Rs. P Rs. P. Rs. P.
s-P. .P.
: 1
1 Livestock 3000 1 450 (0 2 200-00
2 Tools & 830-00 7 100-00 i
equipment  180-00 2
3 Jewellery & 180 00 (
valuables
Total  180.00 2 300-00 1 1,460-00 10 300 00 2
ota .
TABLE 50
Prosperity Index during the last Ten Years
1 Number of households which have cleared debts which existed prior to 10 years from the .
income of the household Re. 18500
2 Total extent of debts cleared under item 1 by all the households together
i i last 10 years—
3 Number of households which have during the las y .
(a) acquired any property and/or
i d/or
b) made any savings in cash an o N
( i d capital in any new undertaking or building except wherelng »;/(l):g(l:lr){y from
() "‘;‘r]xeyﬁgebct i;t)lcurred for the purpose and/for the proceeds of any sale of p
money value of items 3(a) to 3(c) of all the houscholds together Rs. 2.240-00

4 The approximate total
deducting the port

ion covered by debts andjor the proceeds of the sale of any property
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TABLFE 51 1
. TABLE«S3
Caste/Tribe/Community and Nature of Famil
y Association of Deity/Special Object of Worship by Caste/Tribe/Community
' Types cf families living in the household
Caste/Tribe/ Total No. of Tt - i Caste/Tribe/Community Nagoba( Keslapur shrine)
Community households Simple Intermediate Joint Others Q)
| H
1 2) &) 4 %) ©)
1 Gond !
1 Gond 8 6 2
. 2 Kammara
2 Kammara 1 s 1 3  Kolam 12
3 Kolam 27 13 i 6 2 4 Muslim
4 Mushim 4 2 1 1 Total 13
Total 40 26 1 9 4
Simple family consists of husband, wife and unmarried children if any
Intermediate family consists of married couple and unmarried brother/sister and one of the parents N Y,
Joint family consists of married couple with married sonsdaughters or wirh married brothers| sisters L TA B L E 54
Other type of family consists of families which are not mentioned abcve Cultural Life of the Village
Number of households participating infassociating with
Caste/Tribe No. of T ane
Com{nunit)/r households fI;hajana mandali Reading newspaper Folk dances and song;
) ) (3) CY) ©)
: 1 Gond 8 5 1 8
] 2  Kammara 1 1 1
3 Kolam 27 19 26
- 4 Muslim 4
Total 40 5 ! 35
TABLE 32
Mother Tongue and other Languages Spoken
TABLE 55
Other languages spoken
PR g ¢ L Dictary Habit by Caste/Tribe/Community and Households
Tribal languages
No. of persons Marathi Telugu Urdu ’_E;E*"'*‘ ——————— Houscholds _taking
—— T T —— N S _ Kolamj T T T T -
Mother tongue P M F M F M F M F M B "'h-d“"—]'l“—\ - %fje:;{ fz};te’al ‘
mi
o > B @ e e 0O ® O w an  ay F and supper
(14 with coffee or Two time meals
Marathi 6 1 5 , ) tea alone at _géeakfast,l with coffee or
' . ber of Two time any _tlme or midday mea tea at any time
Urdu 24 12 12 8 5 1 4 Cé;:;{;lrtl;:ﬁf}/’ TOt%‘oﬂgglzolds meals times and supper or times
1 @ 3 C) ©) ©
Gondi 52 27 25 5 1 2 5 1 M
2 4 1
Kolami w0 T3 w25 w 43 . 1 Gond 8 1 1
2 Kammara 1
B 14
Total 23 110 113 18 6 28 16 1 4 3 3 Kolam 27 13
3
R — 4 Muslim 4 !
P: Persons M: Males F: lemals * Total 40 15 5 8 2
ota
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TABLE 58—Concld.

TABLE 56
Prohibited Foods and Drinks by Caste; Tribe/Community and Households

Staple Food and Dictary Habits by Caste/Tribe/Community and Houscholds
Number of households reporting as prohibited

Number of households taking — Birds Eags ke
~ Coarcer grain. o ~ N ey A Al
b like bajra, millet, Total number of i
Cé(s)tx;/r;xr\l;;li% Rice Wheat Jowar or maize Roots households ?r:zlirlltll(:s
) ) &) 4 ) ) dri?]fk .
Caste/Tribe/ ) All except unspe-
1 Gond 8 8 Community Bat Crane Crow Eagle Kite Owl Parrot Peacock  toddy cified)
2 Kammara ! ! m (10) (1h 12 (13) (149 (15  (6) an (18) 9
3 Kolam 27 21
. 4 1 Gond 2 8 5 2 3 3 5
4 Muslim 4
2 Kammara i 1 1 1 1 t
Total 40 40 3 Kolam 3 5 19 20 10 12 17 13 14
4 Muslim 3 2 2 1 1 2 4
a 5 31 28 15 17 1 19 17 23
TABLE 57 Total 6
Habit of taking Tea and Coffee by Houschold Income, Caste/Tribe/Community and Housekolds
TABLE 59
Number of houscholds taking tea/cotfee Number of households not taking t . ] . .
with annual income (in Rs.) of with annual income (inulllgs.)e?,lfco“ee Smoking and other Habits by Caste/Tribe/Community
e —— -~ — ———
Caste/Tribe/ 1201 & . 300 & 1,201 & 100 & | _ _ Every day habit
Community above  901-1,200  601-900 301-600  below above 901-1,200  601-9500 301-600  below Caste/Tribe/ Particulars of — A
" Community habit Persons Males Females
@ @ (3) @ ® © v ® ) (0 (1 . n (2) 3 4) )
1 Gond i i i 2 3 .
1 1 Gond Tobacco smoking
2 Kammara
3 Kolam i 1 1 1 13 Beedi 1 1
4 Muslim 1 2 i Cheroot 11 11
. Leaf pipe 3 3
Total 1 2 5 l 1 13 17
Chewing
Tobacco 1 1
TABLE 58 \Q(a
. . 2 Kammara Chewing Q
Prohibited Foods and Drinks by Caste;Tribe/Community and Households Tobacco 4 1 %\ 3
Number of households reporting 4 ibi .
— — '»_p rting as prohibited e 3 Kolam Tobacco smoking
Animals - Beedi 6 6
CastelTribel  ————"""T— T e Domkey N eect
Community Bear Beef eetah y orse Monkey Pig Tiger Cheroot 20 20
) ) & @ ® ©) (7 ®) ©) Leaf pipe 16 16
8 1 2 .
1 Gond : { 8 3 4 Muslim Tobacco smoking
2 Kammara 1 1 ! 1 1 Beedi 6 ¢
3 Kolam 3 1 - 15 14 T, 2 15 ’ 2
i 1 2 2 1 2 4 ' Cheroot 2
< m ee
4 Muslh s Leaf pipe 3 3 ces
Total 7 21 2 19 18 9 1s "
. Chewing
Pan with jarda 2 1 1

—Contd.
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TABLE 60
. . TABLE 63
Marriages by Consanguinity and other Relationship by Caste/

Tribe/Community Marriages by Spatial Distribution and Caste/Tribe/Community

Number of marriages with

———

; ———e ber of marriages contracted " Nnmber of marriages contracted
Mt? th&r e Father’s own Tt/ If,l:,?;igé then:,magg and within outside the Taluk and within
] rother’s sister’s the Taluk the District
Caste/Tribe/ daughter daughter o Elder No. of mar- K .
Community (menarikam) (edury menarikam) ‘t]he.r blood brother’s riages con- ~ 5o To1 &1 s o 6 to 01 & -
(1) @ relationship widow Caste/Tribe] whiaShe  miles & 1125 100 above miles&  11-25 100 above
(&) (4) %) Cgfnir/lugil; village below miles miles miles below miles miles miles
1 Gond 4 p 1 M @) ) 4 5 (6 Q) ® &) (10
1
2 Kammara 1 Gond 1 9 3 1 2
3 Kolam 7 8 1 2 Kammara 1 2
4 Muslim i 3 Kolam 19 9 6 3 8
' i 2 2 1 . i
Total 32 14 ] 4 Muslim .
2
Total 23 22 10 1 4 8 2
TABLE ¢1
. . . —Contd,
Attitude towards Marriage with Persons of different Caste/Tribe/Community but of the same
Socio-Economic Status
No. having no objection to
Caste(Tribe/ No. of marriage with the
Communizyl imerv?:vrvse(éns CaStc/T”be/COmmunity Caste/Tribe/Community in
W @) shown in col (4) order of preferencv.ay
(3
1 Gond 8 ) 4)
2 Kammara 1
3 Kolam 27
4 Mushim 4
1 He has no objection to contract
T?Tr}ages with any other
eligion provided the other — d.
Total 40 ) parly converts into Islam TABLE 63—Concl
Marriages by Spatial Distribution and Caste/Tribe/Community
TABLE 62 Number of marriages contracted Number of marriages contracted
i outside the District and outside the
Marriages by Relationship and Caste/Tribe/(jommuni ¢ within the State - State e
Y o 26 to i01 & Jo 1125 26to 101 &
. i - 100 above miles - 1 above
Consanguineous S Non- Caste/Tribe/ miles & 1-23 miles miles below miles miles miles
Total Total ———Ae tonsanguineous Mon Community below miles
No.of  No.of " No.of  No of ' Ng of or o (———moeimoUs Polygynous 0 i (2 (13) (14) (15) (16) an (18)
Caste/Tribe/ *};0115" marri- hxf"iff' marri-  house. g:};?.f I}jo. of  No.of ' No. ;}“**—N;—(;'f'—'w ( '
Community  holds s o ages holds ages  hons M- house- marri 1 Gond !
- n
¢)) 3] 3 4 5 ages holds ages o
© @ @ © (10) (?l) 3 Kammara
1 Gond 8 17 T 3 6 g 1 1
2 Kammara |1 3 1 3 15 1 1 3 Kolam
i 3 1
48 R
3 Kolam 27 25 35 10 13 25 4 Mouslim
4 Mustim 4 7 1 I 4 36 6 6
. 6 4 7 ’ Total - 1 1 2
ota
Total 40 75 34 47 - ”
38 61 7 * 7 caste are not reported

Note :- The details for one marriage in Kolam
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Age group
(in years)

m

0— 4

5—9
10—14
15—-19
20—24
25-19
30-34
35 & above

Total

Ttems of payment
m
Cash

Making payment
Rs. 684-50

Receiving payment

Rs. 526-00
Proberl y
Goat

Ornaments
Silver patta
Silver sakari
Kante
Kadivalu
Mohar
Bead chain

Persons by Age at First Marriage and Caste/Tribe/

APPENDIX

TABLE ¢4

Caste/Tribe/Community

Community

GOND KAMMARA KOLAM  musiia Total of all
eonp _ RAMMARA USLIM iti
rl\rales Fema'l::s r]\:l 1 F les  Males “Fe Matoe o 4 °°mf:‘“_“_l“es —
ales emales  Males Females Males Femal?s Males l';;]al;?
) 3) 4 ¢ 6
) (6) Q) (8) 9) (10) (1
6 1 2 1 8
7 7 2 2 28 2 9 39
4 1 1 27 9 3 31 14
J 1 4 4 10
2 2
12 14 1 3 34 39
6 5 53
61
TABL E 65
Marriage Pzyments
GOND KAMMARA
o : KOLAM
— e oAl MUSLIM
li(:).usg-f r:ghs:‘: rlj(())\'xs(e)f No. of ’-NO. of _I\To_gfﬁ' No.of R
holds holds hold house- house- house Noncs ot
making receiving m:kilfg recl::?xlf‘ig holds h(’]d;_ gg?sse Roluge-
t ing makin fot . olds
payment  payment  payment  payment paymert ;f:fr'r‘ﬁ‘r‘lf glaakmg receiving
N ynent
) 3) 4) i 5) ) @ " payment
) )
)
, 2 1
b 4 2
K 1
)‘ (Rs. 75-50) R 2
s. 75- (Rs. 50-20)
(Rs. 59.00 )
) (Rs-31-00) (Rs. 500-00) (Rs. 495-00)
1
“es l
3 1
1 -
1
1 . 2
. 1

Caste/Tribe/

Community
H

1 Gond

2 Kammara

3  Kolam

4 Muslim

TABLES

TABLE 66
Dowry Payments and Knowledge of Hindu Marriage Act by Caste/Tribe/Community

No. of house- No. of house-
holds holds aware
m——— At —— of legislation

With reference to col. (4)
No. of households with

an attitude of
Al

Giving Amountof prohibiting —~ - -
dowry dowry dowry Approval Disapproval
(2 3) ) ®) (6)
TABLE 67

No. of informants

who know that there
have been changes in
the recent years in

[29

Informants’ views
about the salient
features of the

Hindu Marriage Act Act

m

(8)

It prevents early
marriages for
boys and girls

Separation, Divorce by Causes, Agency, Conditions and Tribe/Community

No. of households

Agency settling the

Amount of com-

A note on condi-

Reasons for reporting dispute and a brief ; . ) !
sepuration/ e S —————  NOt€ ON It COMPOS!}- pensation, if tion of separation/
Tribe/Community  divorce Separation Divorce tion any, paid divorce
) ) @] 4 ) 6 @)
Rs. P,
. i 1 Kulapanchayat She can marry any-
1  Gond At will body whomsoever
she likes
2 Kolam Adultery !
Impotency 1
. 1 Kazi 250-00 After 3 months of
3 Muslim M}f‘i‘sf;:;':;em of .. separation she is
U allowed to marry
anybody
. TABLE 68
1.formation and Attitude towards Family Planning by Caste/Tribe/Community
No. liking to adopt family planning methods
No. approv- after
No, g famfly 3 4 s 6 7
; . re approving planning ; : ; . ‘
C Tribe/ E%i?yg{:lﬁf I:I)? fz\r"nllaily family after being child- child- child-  child- child-
C?);tl‘:l/‘luglit; ning ceatre  planning  planning explained Total  ren ren ren ren ren
- @ @) (@) o) (6) )] (8) 9 (10) 1))
. 3
1 Gond 1 ! ': i 2 '
2 Kammara fees )
3 Kolam ) 1 24 25 9 10 4 2
ola o
2 2 2
4 Muslim 1
5 3 2 31 33 2 it 14 4 2

Total

Hindu Marriage -

-
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TABLE 69 ,
Attitude towards Family PI TABLE 70
itude towards Family Planning with reference to Age
Community ge of Head of Household by Caste/Tribe/ Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to Age of Child bearing Woman by Caste/Tribe/
Community
. Age of head of Number that [ .
%altcl'rrlpe/ household —— er that like to a‘?°Pt family planning after i Age of child Number that like to adopt family planning at
ommunity (in years) 2 children 3 children 4 children 5 children . —— Caste/Tribe/ bearing woman ' - A - .
6 children 7 children Community (in years) 3 children 4 children 5 children 6 children 7 children
(1) 2 A3) @) ) ©) ¢)) ) 3) ) ®) 6) O]
™ ®)
1 Gond 20 & below 1 Gond 15 & below s e e e -
21—30 . 1 16—20 '
31—-40 1 2125
41—50 26—30 2 1
51 & above . 3135 1
36—40
2 Kammara 20 & below 41 & above 1
21-30 . 2 Kamm )
ara 15 & below .
3140 1620 1
41—-50 2125
51 & above 26—30
3 Kolam 20 & below z 31-35
2130 s - 3640 .
31—40 3 1 41 & above .
41-50 1 3 3 5 3 Kolam 15 & below
51 & above ) ! 16—20 1
: 21-—-25° 1 2 1
4 Muslim 20 & below 26—30 3 4 2 '
21-30 | 3135 ! ! l
41-50 41 & above 2 2
51 & above e
! 4 Muslim 15 & belew
1
Total 20 & below 16—20
2130 . 21-25 1
31—40 ) s 3 1 2630
41—50 | . g 3 ) 31--35 '
51 & above ” 2 + 3640
3 2 41 & above
Total 15 & below ”
2 1 .
16—20 )
2
2125 1 , ,
26--30 2 4 5 2 1
o)
31-35 !
3640 1 1 1
ﬁ 2 3

41 & above
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TABLE 71

Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to Daration of Marriage by Caste,’Tiibe/Community

Number wanting more children,
duration of marriage being

(in years)
~ - * Ty
Caste/Tribe/ 21 & Sor
Community above 16-20 11-15 6-10 below
0 ®) 3) @ ) )
1 Gond 2 1
2 Kammara
3 Kolam 2
4 Muslim 1 1
Total 2 2 1 2

Note :- Though the head of the household of Muslim community approved fami
“‘Number wanting no more chidern’® as heis a widow er

TABLE 72

Attitude towards Family Planning with reference to Annaal Income by Caste/Tribe

Number wanting more children, having
annual income (in Rs.)
— A

Caste/Tribe/ 1,201 & J0&
Community above 901-1,200 601-900  301-600  below

) ) 3) “) ) 6)
1 Gond 1 2
2 Kammara .
3 Kolam i . 1
4 Muslim 1 1
Total 1 1 2 3
TABLE 73

Inheritance of Property in Practice by

Caste/Tribe/ Number of persons
Community interviewed
4)) (2)
1 Gond 8
2 Kammara 1
3 Kolam 27
4 Muslim 4
Total 40

ly planning,

Number wanting no more children,
duration of marriage being

(in years)
—_— T
21 & Sor |
above 16-20 11-15 6-10 bel?)rw
(N (8) )] (10) (1
3 i 1
1
10 6 4 4 1
1
13 7 5 4 3
he cannot be shown under items
[Community

Number wanting no more children, having
annual income (in Rs.)

e ———— e AL
1,201 & -
0
above  901-1,200 _ 601900  301-600 gglofcv
(M @®) ® (0 (t1)
[
I 2 2
!
i 12 12
1 1
2 16 15

Caste/Tribe/Community

mh?rE’t";"r%fgé‘ft??é"“t%e‘i?“r‘ef;’é‘&-
Caste/Tribe/Community e

(3)

8

1

21

4

40

TABLES [33]

TABLE 74
Share of Property between Sons and Daughters by Caste/Tribe/Community

Number indicating that sons and daughters
inherit property in the following

manner
~— A -
Daughters inherit
Caste/Tribe/ No. of persons All sons get only in the absence
Community interviewed N equal share of sons
M (2) 3 @
1 Gond 8 8 8
2 Kammara 1 i 1
3 Kolam 27 27 27
4 Muslim 4 4
Total 40 40 36

Note ;- The 4 Muslim households could not give any opinion about the share of property by daughters

TABLE 75
Attitude about Inheritance of Property by Daughters equally with Sons by Caste/Tribe/Community

Number of persons who agreed that daughters should
inherit equally with sons

No. of R —
Caste/Tribe/ persons Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged
Comnl1unity interviewed 51 & above 4(-50 31-40 21-30 20 & below
M 2) ) 1)) ) 6) Q)

1 Gond 8 i 2

2 Kammara 1

3 Kolam 217 1 1 5 1

4 Muslim 4 - |

Total 40 2 1 : 8 1
TABLE 76

Medical Care

Number of households in which

maternity cases are attended Number of households following

' A -
Total a By calling an Without any o Allopathic Combination of .
No- of unqualified assistance system of  different systems Location of )
households i midwife from outside treatment of treatment Hospital Distance
) Y] 3) ) ) (6) : Y]
* % 2 1 13 1 Utnur 20 miles
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TABLE 77 ‘

General Knowledge of Houschold Heads by Caste/Tribe/Community

Number of household heads who know the name of

l;anchayat
amithi Panchayat Taluk istri
headquar- headquay ha u et
- ead- h -
ters ters quarters eatde(-pslar
) ) 6) )
S 7 8 7
1 1 1
3 25 25 24
1 3 4 4
9 36 38 36
TABLE 78

Awareness of Untouchability Offences Act

[34]
—
Total r Zilla
ota arishad
Caste/Tribe/  Number of head?
Community  households quarters
(0)] 5} 3)
1 Gond 8
2 Kammara 1
3 Kolam 27 1
4 Muslim 4 1
Total 40 2
Caste/Tribe/
Community
M
1 Gond
2 Kammara
3 Kolam
4 Muslim
Total

Period of Existence of Households Migrated during Present Generatj b
ation by

Number of persons
interviewed

€3] 3)
8
1

27
4

40

—

TABLE 79

Number of households migrated

Caste/Tribe/
Community

¢y
1 Gond
2 Kammara

3 Kolam
4 Muslim

Total

3 years &
below

@

1
1

Trincipal lakes

and rivers of the

district
®

Godavari

Number of persons aware of
untouchability under law

Caste/Tribe/Community

PPy e B
years vears 2110 50 51 years &
o) ) years above
) &) (6)

4
) ;
2 4 "

TABLES

TABLE 8

Settlement History of Households by Caste/Tribe/Community

Number of households settled

{351

Caste/Tribe/ Total Tn present One generation Between 2 & 3 Earlier than 5
Community  No. of households generation ago generations generations
m ) (3) O ) 6
1 Gond 8 7 1
2 Kammara 1 1 .
3 Kolam 27 13 10 4
4 Muslim 4 4
Total 40 25 10 5
TABLE 81
Place of Birth
Number of persons Number of births in the village during
P Al - - A — -
Subsequent
Place of Birth First Birth bir?hs 1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64
m ) 3) @ ® 6) N @)
In the same village (Laindiguda)
In the same
hopsehold 3 34 4 7 9 5 12
Mother’s pa-
rent’s house 1 2 i - 1 1
TABLE 82
Immigrant Households by Place, Reasons and Caste/Tribe/C&mmunity
Number of houscholds immigrating from
A -
i Outside the district Outside the taluk
but within the but within the o
Outside the state state district Within 3he taluk
8?,?,',?,’,3?3;’ ‘Rural B Urban "Rural Urban  Rural Urban  Rural Urban
M ) ) “ ® (6 M ® ®)
1 Gond . 6
2 Kammara . 1
2 Kolam 1 2 . 1(:
4 Muslim .
"
Total 1 - 2 2l
—Contd.
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Caste)Tribe/
Community
1)

1 Gond

2 Kammara
3 Kolam
4 Muslim

Total

Caste/Tribe/
Community

(n

1 Gond

2 Kammara
3 Kolam

4 Muslim

Total

APPENDIX

TABLE 82— Concld.

Immigrant Households by Place, Reasons and Caste/Tribe/Communit
nity

Occupation before immigration

T ——— — A .
Agricyy, Attached T *“"R—ﬁ—s—uns fo-r-lflnll—%ritlof—-—ﬁ
Unspeci- Trader Culti- ¥ _Aagricul- agricyl- Uns- AS 1t As he has
ficd  (kirana) vator :s;(ri)s laliural tural - Black- Degi- g\?tTke is the  been app-
(10) an 12 @3 T4y " labourer smith fied lipgoq gLl Ointed as  Marriage
(i9) {s) as) (7 (‘l’g) Dzzlig;a teaz%her alliance
21)
i ] s 120) (
: 3 1 1 .
! t
. 10 1 1 1 " | )
1 2 1
4
1 2
17 1 2 1 I 5 ) 1 ,
TABLE g3

Emigration by Number of Members, Place and Reasons

Number of members emigrating
r e

Outsid - ——
All'lldgl;r: Olgfelde Within - chufpation
Pradesh S the efore
TR — r-————l_).is.t_rl_c_t District cmigra- Reasons for
Rural Urb B T — “9“ emigration
ura rban Rural — ey, A
(2 &) 4) Frban Rural Urban Agriculture To la\chuire Tlo ek; out
ands ivelihood
( @ Q) ) ® 9 0
® (10)
. 2
2
2 1 1

TABLES [37]
TABLE 84
Houses by Number of Rooms and Number of Persons Occupying and Caste/Tribe/Community
Houses Houses Houses Houses Houses
with no re- with one with two with three with four
gular room room rooms rooms or more rooms
— A Wan A = r - I B e ——
Total Total Total Total Total Total
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No- of
house- house- house- house- house- house-
Total Total hold hold hold hold hold hoid

Caste/Tribe/ No. of No. of mem- No. of mem- No.of mem- No.of mem-
Community houses rooms bers

) @ & @ %) © O ® G N 1) B ¢ 9))
1 Gond ] 16 52 3 14 2 13 3
2 Kammara 1 3 6 . " 1
3 Kolam 27 56 141 2 13 5 24 10 47 9
4 Muslim 4 1 24 1 3 3 21
Total 40 82 223 2 13 9 41 15 81 13
TABLE 85

House Type—Roof Material by Caste/Tribe/Community

Name of house type
A

Number of houses with grass roof

No. of mem- No- of mem-
houses bers  houses bers houses bers houses bers houses  bers

12 13 a4
25
6
53 1 4
84 1 4

Caste/Tribe -
Community/ - Name Number ’ 4 sloped
U] ) 3 “)

I Gond Thatched house 8 ) 8
2 Kammara Thatched house 1 1 o
3 Kolam Thatched house 27 Y
4 Muslim Thatched house 4 4
Total 40 40
TABLE 86
Houses by Wall Material and Caste/Tribe/Community
Number of houses with
~ ;
t ib Wall of twigs and branches
%;r;g;:)itc){ Bamboo wattled wall plastered with mud
M @ @
1 Gond - 1 °1
2 Kammara 1
3 Kolam 2 25
4 Muslim 1 3
4 36

Total
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TABLE §87
Houses and Use
Number of households used for
= e e et A
) Residence-cum- Residence-cum- h
Residence workshop cattle shed Cattle shed T
1 otal
) 03] (3) * 5
36 1 3 20 6;
TABLE 88
Informati i i '
mation abaut Main Functions of Panchayat by Households and Caste/Tribe/Communit
i unity
| Remarks includi
Caste/Tribe] No. that could tell the iti ing note on the
. period of exist amenities provided by the
Community No. of households panchayat go??:cetloyf panchayat from itsy
in
0 o 5 ception
1 Gond 8 @
4
The panchayat has provided one
2 Kammara 1 el
3 Kolam 27
22
The D?nchayat has provided one
4 Muslim 4 2 v |
Total 40 31
TABLE 89
Opinion on Functioning of Panchayat, Panchayat Samithi and Zilla Parishad
aris! )
Number of i
Total toD;L?rgS according Number of persons according Numb
Caste/Trib No.of -~ = - o hom mr‘l‘°?°?‘f Fess any opinion.
- . _ wh r o)
Cortvvel  fotee Pt Taehwra ) 2 Papehe pehe e e
mithi arishad vat Samithi Parils‘tlxzd Pancha- Panchayat  Zilla ‘
. R ' at ithi i
) @ i~ @ ) © o ® Y(g) Samithi Parishad
I3 . . . (10) l‘
Functioning satisfactorily Not functioning satisfactorily an
1 Gond 8
2 Kammara 1 ’ 8 8
s 1
Kolam 27 3 2 1 ! 1
4 Muslim 4 u 25 %
. 4 *
Total 40 - 3 2 ) 4

1 .
37 18 19

TABLES

TABLE 90

Tribal Panchayat—Existence and Attitu

No. according to
whom Tribal
e Panchayat

* No. according to whom Tribal
Panchayat exist for

Caste/Tribef  Total No. of ~=—"—o0 — :
Community households GOND KOLAM should continue
(1) @ 3) 1G] (5)
1 Gond 8 8 7
2 Kammara 1 s
3 Kolam 27 19 19
4 Muslim 4 .
Total 40 8 19 26
TABLE 91
Marketing Facility
Disgﬁnce t:l%Om
11 Name of - village, i
F—’Ng.—‘(fi(i}ljf/—holds .vzl:?——s_—-—-—e — marketing thf m.ark.etting 4
irect Through To co-opera- centre, centre is situate
ccﬁ!‘;‘rtr:ggi?ifes iglégin commissgion tive marketing if. any, within out§111de the
transacted market agents society the village village
m Q) ) 4) &) )
Consumer goods 40 Adilabad 40 miles
ons
Utnur 20 .

Asifabad 38

Sirpur
shandy} 3.

1391

de by Number of Houschold Heads

Remarks including a note
on the reasons for the conti-
nuance of Tribal
Panchayat

6
The disputes can be

settled by the
community elders

The disputes can be
settled by the
community elders

Distance from

Name of village if _
co-operative the co-.oper'atwe
society 18

society.
if any, within ‘located out-
the village  side the village

™ @®



Adavabudha

Ailon
Ambali

Arugu
Ayak

Bandi
Beedi

Burely

Bogar

Bottu

Burri Devarq

Cheeti

Dayyam
Darayqi

Dayyalamooig

Daura

Dandgri

Deyarg

GLOSSARY

Concluding ceremony of
marriage celebrations
among the Kolams

Brother-in-law

A gruel prepared with
chodi (finger millet) flour

Verandah

The principal deity of
Kolams (Bheema)

Mascot

A cigar prepared with
Fobacco powder wrapped
I moduga (butea monos-
perma) leaves

A sweet dish prepared
.wuh wheat flour and
Jaggery

A bamboo blade used for
cutting the umbilical

cord of the newly born
baby

Vermilion mark on the
forehead

A deity worshipped by
Kolams

A ceremony performed on

the fourth day of the
marriage  celebrations
among the Kolams

Phratry

West

North-east corner of the
house

- A special plough used for

driving in between the
Tows of standing crops

A ritual dance of Kolams
Deity

Delak or Devari .

Dhutha

Danda kadiya

Disthi
Doolalu
Doppolu

Garelu
Gana

Gochi

Gone
Gondi

Gordargottam

Gotra
Gowripur

Gudisa yélla

Hasilankagada

Irsa

j‘arda
Jathara

Jonosoraon

Juwa or Judam

Kolam priest

An earthen pot used for
fetching water

Ornament worn to the
elbow by the Kolam
woman

Effects of an evil eye
Wooden beams

Green leaf cups which
are used for serving food
on ceremonial occasions

A savoury prepared with
green gram dal

Instrument used for extrac-
ting oil from teli seeds

A piece of cloth used for
covering the nudity of
the man

A bag prepared with jute
Kitchen

A place where all the
cattle of the village ga-
ther

An exogamous division
Boundary deity of Kolams

House type among Kolams

A mace weighirig 10 lakhs
of maunds

A local measure

Tobacco used for chewing
Worship of Polakamima
deity

The rest-house where the
bride’s party is accommo-

dated during marriage
celebrations

Chess
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Kadiyam mudekath

Kante .
Kalan .
Karobari

Kalla kadiyalu
Khaje kobra

Koli
Kodikorru .

Kondapodu
Kudtha

Kume

Manche

Malamoola

Manduva
Malabodi

Mahar

Moddu

Mamool

Muntha
Muggu .

Munda

GLOSSARY

Marriage by negotiation
among Kolams

A silver necklace
North

Principal
Kolams

Aunklets

adviser of

Marriage by negotiation
among Gonds

A room

A ceremony performed on
the fourth day of the
marriage celebrations
among Kolams

Hill slope cultivation
Shirt

A ceremony performed
during the marriage
among Kolams

A platform erected in the
midst of the fields for
guarding the crops

Western corner of the
verandah

Front verandah of a house

A place outside the habi-
tation area where wo-
men under pollution
bathe-

Bride-price among Mus-
lims
A wooden log

Customary payment made
to the petty forest official
and to other Govern-
ment employees annually

Obsequies

Decorative lines drawn
with chodi flour

Wooden pole raised in
memory of the dead

NMNagali

Naivejyam

Nitrallu

Noonevuli

Pade

Pat
Palamvai
Paring
Pattu

Pari
Palang
Pranams
Pilla patti
Potti
Polka
Pothi
Pujari

Pusthe

Rasi

Rengi

Revika

Rumal
Sagas

Shandy

Plough

Food offerings made to a
deity

Two small pillars fixed on
the wooden beams of
the house

Instrument used for extrac-
ting oil from teli seeds

Raising of 10 pillars dur-
ing the house construc.
tion

Saree; Widow remarriage
East b
Bride price

Lines drawn with chodi
flour during the marri-
age ceremony

Clan

Cot

Respects

Silver belt
Marriage badge
Blouse

String of beads
Priest

Marriage locket

A ceremony performed
d@ring  the marriage
celebrations among Kol-
ams

A small low bullock cart
peculiar to the region

Blouse

Head gear

Exogamous djvisions among
Gonds

Market

Sorajava

Sonivothod

Somurthayeddong .

Sumut korakath .

Telaganam

GLOSSARY

Serving chodi gruel in
green leaf plates during
marriage celebrations

Midwife among Gonds

. eAttainment of puberty

.

Marriage by capture

South (The Telangana,
i.e., the erstwhile Hyder-
abad State being in the
South)

Thapa

Tipun

Vasara
Vasalu

Veda

Voli

Wakur

[43)
Brass ornament worn to
the nose

Sowing plough

Living room
Small bamboo beams

The backyard of the house
where all the rubbish is

dumped

Bride price

A wooden plough




