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FOREWORD

Apart from laying the foundation of demography in this sub-continent, a hundred years of the
Indian Census has also produced °elaborate and scholarly accounts of the variegated phenomena of
Indian life—sometimes with no statistics attached, but usually with just enough statistics to give empirical
underpinning to their conclusions.” In a country, largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical comprehen-
sion of even such a simple thing as age was liable to be inaccurate, an understanding of the social
structure was essential. It was more necessary to attain a broad understanding of what was happening
around oneself than to wrap oneself up in *statistical ingenuity’ or ‘mathematical manipulation’. This
explains why the Indian Census came to be interested in ‘ many by-paths’ and °nearly every branch of
scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography and religion.’

In the last few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the presentation of village
statistics. This suits the temper of the times as well as our political and economic structure. For even
as we have a great deal of centralization on the one hand and .decentralization on the other, my colleagues
thought it would be a welcome continuation of the Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones of
village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts of social structure and social change. It was accordingly
decided to select a few villages in every State for special study, where personal observation would be
brought to bear on thc interpretation of statistics to find out how much of a village was static and yet
changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and from where.

Randomness of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no intention to build up a picture
for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis of villages selected statistically at random. The
selection was avowedly purposive : the object being as much to find out what was happening and how
fast to those villages which, had fewer reasons to choose change and more to remain lodged in the
past as to discover how the more ‘normal’ types of villages were changing. They were to be primarily
type studies which, by virtue of their number and distribution, would also give the reader a feel’ of
what was going on and some kind of a map of the country.

A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five villages
was to be chosen with great care to represent adequately geographical, occupational and even ethnic
diversity. Of this minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be as follows:

(@) At least eight villages were to be so selected that each of them would contain one dominant
community with one predominating occupation, e.g., fishermen, forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters,
weavers, salt-makers, quarry workers etc. A village should have a minimum population of 400, the
optimum being between 500 and 700.

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes of the State.
Each village could represent a particular tribe. The minimum population should be 400, the optimum

being between 500 and 700. o
(c) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and settled character and

contain variegated occupations and be, if possible, multi-ethnic in composition. By fair size was meant
a population of 500—700 persons or more. The village should mainly’ depend on agriculture and be
sufficiently away from the major sources of modern communication, such as the district administrative
headquarters and business centres. It should be roughly a day’s journey from the above places. The
villages were to be selected with an eye to variation in terms of size, proximity to city and other means
of modern communication, nearness to hills, jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be a regional
distribution throughout the State of this category of villages. If, however, a particular district contained
significant ecological variations within its area, more than one village in the district might be selected to
study the special adjustmentsto them.

It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly outgrew their original terms
of reference, as my colleagues warmed up to their work. This proved for them an absorbing voyage
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of discovery and their infectious enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the inquiry’s scope again and again.
It was just as well cautiously to feel one’s way about at first and then venture further afield; and
although it accounts to some extent for a certain unevenness in the quality and coverage of the
monographs, it served to compensate the purely honorary and extra-mural rigours of the task. For, the
Survey, along with its many ancillaries like the survey of fairs and festivals, of small and rural industry
and others, was an ‘extra’, over and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census.

It might be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope.
At the first Census Conference in September 1959 the Survey set itself the task of what might be called
a record in situ of material traits, like settlement patterns of the village ; house types; diet; ornaments
and footwear ; furniture and storing vessels; common means of transport of goods and passengers ;
domestication of animals and birds; markets attended; worship of deities ; festivals and fairs. There
were to be recordings, of course, of cultural and social traits and occupational mobility. This was followed
up in March 1960 by two specimen schedules, one for each household, the other for the village as a
whole, which, apart from spelling out the mode of inquiry suggested in the September 1959 conference,
introduced groups of questions aimed at sensing changes in attitude and behaviour in such fields as
marriage, inheritance, movable and immovable property, industry, indebtedness, education, community
life and collective activity, social disabilites, forums of appeal over disputes, village leadership and
organisation of cultural life. It was now plainly the intention to provide adequate statistical support
to empirical ¢ feel’ to approach qualitative change through statistical quantities. Tt had been difficult to
give thought to the importance of ‘just enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to conclusions,’
at a time when my colleagues were straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main Census
operations, but once the census count itself was left behind in March 1961, a series of three regional
seminars in Trivandrum (May 1961), Darjeeling and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their attention to this
field and the importance of tracing social change through a number of well-devised statistical tables was
once again recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh survey of villages already done; but it was worth
the trouble in view of the possibilities that a close analysis of statistics offered and also because the
¢consanguinity > schedule remained to be canvassed. By November 1961, however, more was expected of
these surveys than ever before. There was dissatisfaction on the one hand with too many general
statements and a growing desire on the other to draw conclusions from statistics, to regard social and
economic data as interrelated processes, and finally to examine the social and ecc’)nomic processes set in
motion through land reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, technological and
cultural change. In the latter half of 1961 again was organised within the Census Con,lmission a section
on Social Studies which assumed the task of giving shape to the general frame of study and providing
technical help to Superintendents of Census Operations in the matter of conducting Survers) their
analysis and presentation. This section headed by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman has been respon};il’ale for
going through. each monograph and offering useful suggestions which were much welcomed by my
colleagues. Finally, a study camp was organised in the last week of December 1961 when theywhole
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. This gradual unfoldnpg of the aims of the Survey prevented my colleagues from adopting as
11:1an¥) villages as they had orlginally intended to. But I believe that what may have been lost in quantity
bas eendmoredthan made up for in quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time that such a Survey has

een gon ucted in any' country, and that purely as a labour of love. It has succeeded in attaining
what it set out to achlevt:,; to construct a map of village India’s social structure. One hopes that the
volumes of this Survey will help to retain for the Indian Census its title to the ‘most fruitful single

source of information about the country’. Apart from other features, it will perhaps be conceded that -

ftihe 11Surv:ajy haf1 set up 2 new Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation. The schedules
nally adopted for this monograph have been printed in an Appendix.
New Delhi, }

May 24, 1962 A. MITRA,

Registrar General, India.

PREFACE

An interesting feature of 1961 Census is the preparation of
Monographs on selected villages in Madras State. Sri. A. Mitra,
Registrar General, India has, in a general foreword, given the reader
a background of the Survey, its scope and itsaim. It is proposed to
publish Monographs on forty villages in Madras State. This is the fourth

of the series.

In my preface to the previous volumes, I have given the
reader a general idea of the scheme as it has been implemented in
this State. I do not wish to cover the same ground again. Thiruvellarai,
which has been covered in this report, is a village of an old and settled
character. This Survey has been supervised by Sri J. R. Ramanathan,
my Deputy Superintendent of Census Opecrations. He prepared an
useful draft which needed only a little editing before presentation.
I take this opportunity to place on record my appreciation of his
work and that of his assistants who have made a study of this
interesting village possible.

Madras, P. K. NAMBIAR,
March 26, 1964. Superintendent of Census Operations.
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CHAPTER 1

THE VILLAGE

SOUTH INDIA is famous for its temples. It had in the middle age a culture which
was centred in the temples with the Brahmin community as its apex and other communities
playing useful roles in society. With the great changes which
have come over this country during the last three decades, the
importance of temple in village life has subsided and there
has been a definite tendency on the part of the Brahmins to migrate to urban areas in search
of employment. In a number of villages in Madras State, this phenomenon can be observed.
Typical temple-centred villages can generally be found in large numbers on the banks of the
river Cauvery, more so in the deltaic region of Tiruchirapalli and Thanjavur districts. Srirangam
on the banks of river Cauvery, has a famous temple. It is a great Vaishnavite centre and
attracts a large number of pilgrims from all over India. It will surprise many to know that
there is an equally famous Perumal temple in Thiruvellardia village situated at a distance of
nine miles from Srirangam. It does not have that importance which Srirangam possesses now.
The temple is actually managed by Srirangam Devasthanam. It does attract a large crowd
during its annual festival. It also had an institution of Deva-dasis which gave some notoriety
to the temples of South India. In the course of our survey of Thiruvellarai village, we will
be able to highlight the changes which this once famous Vaishnavite centre has undergone
resulting in disintegration.

2. This village is located in Lalgudi taluk of Tiruchirapalli district.” It is a religious
centre of great antiquity and is believed to be the birth-place of Uyyakondan, a famous
Vaishnavite saint. There are eleven temples in this village, but the most famous is the Perumal
temple. The village has grown round this temple. Any visitor to the village will be impressed
by the massiveness of the temple which faces him with all its glory. The habitation in the
main village is found near the temple scattered in three different directions. The village has
also two hamlets which are occupied by communities other than Brahmins. All the Brahmins
are found concentrated in the main village itself, their means of livelihood being temple
service. Their interests in the village are limited to the discharge of their duties which not
only custom and tradition have assigned to them, but also what a good Brahmin considers his
divine path to be followed on this earth. We will have occasion to refer to the temple and
its role later in the report,

3. This village was chosen for our Socio~Economic Survey for two reasons. Firstly, it is
a village of settled character in the district of Tiruchirapalli. Secondly, to add to the interests of
our study, many persons are engaged in a cottage industry (which
consists in polishing artificial diamonds. The reason for the location
of this household industry in Thiruvellarai is apparently ‘the availa-
bility of cheap labour; the quality of the lands with its lack of proper irrigation facilities make
it difficult for the population to depend completely on cultivation. Once the glory of the Perumal
temple has disappeared and the temple no longer attracts the visitors in such large number as
it used to, people have necessarily to look to other means of livelihood. Diamond dressing

Introduction

Reasons for the choice.



2 VILLAGE SURVEY '

industry is not a cottage industry in the strict sensc of the word. But it is a uscful subsidiary
industry in which the villagers arc engaged and which gives them an important means of

PLAN OF
livelihood. Even the existence of this industry is threatened to-day, because of the Gold
Control Order which has affected adversely the local industry. This village has a population T'RUVALLARA'
of 2,184 persons comprising of 1,101 males and 1,083 females. It is a dry village and it lies in § LALGUD! TALUK
the arid tract between the Cauvery basin in the south and the fertile Thuraiyur valley in the ..,0\8 TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT
north. It is mainly an agricultural village. Millets like Ragi, Cholam and Cumbu are the / [Not to Scale]
important crops raised in the village.

4. The name Thiruvcllarai is derived from the words Thiru meaning ‘divine’ and
Vellarai meaning ‘ White Rock’. This village is said to be named after the white rock on
which the Perumal temple has been built. This village is called
Legendary origin of the village Swethagiri in Sanskrit which means ‘White Hill’, According
to the legend, Lakshmi, consort of Lord Vishnu, expressed a
desire to rule over an exclusive domain. Vishnu, finding that there was no exclusive domain
to be granted to his consort in the ethereal regions, agreed to give her an exclusive domain
on earth (Boologam). He however, laid down the condition that his consort should take
the human form and do ‘Thapas’ (devotional meditation) at some point on earth. Lakshmi ép"’"' Kovil
chose the small hillock in this village for her meditation and awaited the arrival of Lord
Vishnu. The Saint Markandeya was also engaged in penance on this hillock with a view to
obtain the dharshan of Lord Vishnu. King Sibi, who was an ancestor of the King Dhasaradha J
of Ramayana, came down south to challenge the demon King Ravana and to-put an end to
the latter’s evil ways. On his way, King Sibi camped in the jungles near this hillock. The K"’%rbp |
jungle around the hillock was known as Neelakaranyam. When Sibi was relaxing in his camp, W e e = e
an unusually large boar attracted his attention. The king took fancy to the animal and
pursued it. However hard the king and his soldiers might try to shoot the animal with the Brahmana St.— — —Vadakku St. _
arrows, the strange animal eluded them. After a long chase, the animal shrunk its size and
entered an abode of a snake. The king rightly guessed this to be a divine phenomeunon TIRUVALLARA! NATHAM - Y—'-"|
and approached the Saint Markandeya for enlightenment. Markandeya with his intuition saw
that the white boar was none other than the Lord Vishnu and advised Sibi to do Thirumanjanam é
(sacred oblations and prayers) with cow’s milk to the snake abode into which the boar
entered. The saint further assured the king that Lord Vishnu would give his dharshan to Srt Perumal Koviy
all of them. Accordingly, the king performed the Thirumanjanam and Lord Vishnu granted
his dharshan to his consort and also to the king and the saint.
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5. The Saint Markandeya knew the purpose for which Goddess Lakshmi was meditating
in Swethagiri. He dissuaded the king from going further south to challenge Ravana and
assigned him the holy task of building a temple for the God and his consort on the white
hillock. Accordingly, the king constructed the Perumal temple in this village and brought a o
number of Brahmin households from a place known as Antharvedhi in the north and settled TERKKUTTERU NATHAM PANDARAMS el
them around the temple. This is the mythological origin given to the temple and the =
village. In order to add to the sanctity of the Brahmin community, a further incident is L{i} , &')’D'LNS - mungms
described. While King Sibi was transporting 3,700 Brahmin households from Antharvedhi ety o - ‘
to Thiruvellarai, one Brahmin died "'on the way. The king hesitated to proceed further because L Angalamman Kovil
of the bad omen of death. Lord Vishnu appeared before the king and told him that he
would take the place of the Brahmin who died and henceforth he would also dwell in Thiru-

. LEGEND

vellarai so as to make up the number of 3,700 houscholds which the king wanted to settle Housos

in Thiruvellarai. It was ounly after this, that the king is said to have proceeded further ot Track o @m
with the holy task. As if to confirm this story, the Brahmins perform a peculiar ceremony £

. Foot Path
on the Avani Avittam day, when they rencw their sacred threads. The Brahmins take a

procession with music to the Perumal temple and ‘then go to the holy tank to perform the
Sandhya vanthanam (daily prayers). On their return, they visit the Sanctum Sanctorum and

then disperse. This ceremony is supposed to symbolise Lord Vishnu joining them in the holy
bath and prayers.
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6. Thiruvellarai otherwise known as Swethagiri is held by tradition to be the
exclusive domain of Goddess Lakshmi. Pujas are performed in her name and she is deemed
to be the presiding deity in the temple. During processions,
the idol of Goddess Lakshmi is carried one or two feet ahead
of the idol of Lord Vishnu. The lands belonging to this temple
are vested in the name of Goddess Lakshmi who is referred to in this village as Pangaiyarchelvi.

Religious importance

7. The village is situated in the north-western corner of Lalgudi taluk and forms
part of the Kariamanickam firka. It lies at a distance of 12 miles to the north of Tiruchirapalli
(district headquarters) and 16 miles to the west of Lalgudi
(taluk headquarters). The firka headquarters (Kariamanickam)
lies at a distance of six miles to the north-east of the village.
The village is bounded by Siruppathur on the north, Aiyampalayam on the east and
Thirampalayam and Poonampalayam on the south. It is bounded on the west by Kattukulam
village which lies in the adjoining taluk of Musiri. Manachanallur and Thuraiyur are the
important towns in the neighbourhood. Manachanallur is a well-known milling centre with
twenty rice-mills. Thuraiyur town lies at a distance of fourteen miles on the north. Thiruppan-
guli which forms the south western boundary of the village is a famous Saivite centre which
attracts a large number of pilgrims. The Siva temple in Thiruppanguli mentioned in many of
the Tamil poems is believed to have been honoured by a visit of Appar, a famous Saivite
Saint. Srirangam, the famous Vaishnavite centre is only nine miles from the village.

Location and neighbourhood

8. This village is situated close to the Tiruchirapalli-Thuraiyur main road and is
easily accessible by bus. A motorable road of two furlongs connects the village with the
: main road. The hamlet Kalavaipatty is connected with the
main village by a cart track in which cars or buses cannot go.
The other hamlet Salapatty lies one mile to the east of the
main road and the road connecting Kottathur with Thiru-
vellarai passes through this hamlet.

Transport and
Communications

9. The bus is the common mode of transport to the village. The village is not
connected by railway, the nearest railway station being at Uthamarkovil, at a distance of six miles
on the south-east. Manachanallur is the nearest town to the village, where .villagers
buy their daily requirements. People going to Thuraiyur, Tiruchirapalli, Srirangam and
Manachanallur use only the buses which ply frequeutly on this route. The taluk headquarters,
namely, Lalgudi is also connected by bus; but people have to change their buses at the
toll-gate, where the Tiruchirapalli-Thuraiyur and Tiruchirapalli-Lalgudi roads meet. There
are also transport facilities for people going to Kottathur and the buses pass through
Salapatty hamlet. Buses on this route are not as frequent as those on the Tiruchirapalli-Thuraiyur
route. The village is connected by cart tracks with Thiruppanguli, Thirampalayam and the other
neighbouring villages. There is a Post Office in this village located near the Perumal temple.
The nearest Telegraph Office is at Manachanallur.

10. Thiruvellarai and the surrounding villages form a dry belt between the Cauvery
basin on the south and the Thuraiyur valley on the north. The Cauvery and the Coleroon
rivers run about eight miles to the south of the village and
Cauvery waters irrigate the lands four miles from the village.
This village is' on a higher level and it does not benefit from
the waters of Cauvery. The Perumal temple and the Vada Jambunathar temple are built on
two small hillocks. About 500 acres are covered with the rocky terrain and the protruding
masses of white granite stones are seen all over the place. A continuous chain of rocks
covering an extent of 42 acres, about three or four furlongs away from th? village, was worked
as a quarry till recently. Even now, stones for house construction are obtained from this quarry.

Physical features
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11. The red soil of this village is of an inferior quality. The land values are rather
low and they range from Rs. 400 to Rs. 700 per acre of dry land. The garden lands
irrigable with well-water and the wet lands irrigable with tank-water are valued from Rs. 1,200
to Rs. 1,500 per acre. There are four irrigation tanks which irrigate small extents of. la’nd
and there are a large number of irrigation wells from ‘which water is drawn to cultivate gard L
crops and paddy. There are about 130 irrigation wells in this village and the water tablis %
40 to 50 feet below the ground level. There is no river or jungle stream ruanning within ?1:6
boundary of the village. A jungle stream called ¢ Uppar’ which ultimately joins the Coler .
river runs at a distance of two miles to the north of the village. S

12. As Mr. Louis Moore says about Tiruchirapalli in his District Manual, the weathe
in the village is “hot for nine months in a year and hotter for the other three months ”r
April, May and June are the hottest months of the year. The.
scorching heat of summer slightly abates in the latter part of
June, when the south-west monsoon sets in the district and
the temperature in the village sinks appreciably. Though the village gets very little rainfall
during the south-west monsoon, the strong winds reduce the heat slightly. September and
October are slightly cooler. November and December are the coolest months of the year.

Climate and rainfall

13. This apparent cold weather in the village starts with the north-east monsoon
and lasts till the middle of February. The greater part of the annual rainfall is received
during this north-east monsoon period from October to December. The village gets an annual
rainfall of about 35 to 40 inches, the bulk of which is got during the north-east monso .
season. The rainfall from the south-west monsoon from June to September is barely sui’ﬁcie0 [1
for the dry crops. On an average, the village gets rainfall for about 40 to 50 days in a >
The heaviest rainfall in the year is in October and November. i)

14. The climate though hot and slightly unpleasant, is by no means unhealthy. Thj
village has a dry atmosphere and its humidity is lower than that of the neighbouring wet' tract]sS
Since it is situated on a higher plane, it is also slightly cooler than the neighbouring region :
By virtue of these facts, this place is claimed to be a healthy centre by the local population hS.
proudly claim that this place is recommended by medical advisers for the Tuberculosis patievlv]tso

15. This village lies in a dry tract which has a very low rai in i
rocky and the quality of the soil is also inferior. As such, zhe ve;:i:gt:k i:h:hiie?;:;:g;s i;n(:/set:y
sparse. The landscape around the village is drab and uninterest}-,
Flora ing. The vast stretches of dry lands are mostly barren, except
for clusters of shady trees and thorny shrubs. The vegetation
around the wet lands of the village is comparatively dense and large clusters of shady trees are
found adjoining the wet lands. The trees most commonly come across in the village are the
Neem trees (Margosa), the Tamarind trees (Tamarindus Indicus), the Rain trees (Enterrolobium Saman)
and the Temple trees (Thespesia Populnia). The other types of trees are the Acacia Arabi
which is locally known as Karuvelam tree and the Cacia species known in local parlance %
Avaram tree. A number of trees are found in the village site itself, like the ‘drumsti Ei
trees, (Muringa Tinctoria) Tamarind trees and Rain trees. e 2

16. In addition to these trees, the following items of flor i i
Thick. sh.rubs of Cactus species are common in the 5illage. These s;r:!r): slsrﬁpi?:engf“\;itll;e Vlllag;.
of Pricklipear (Opuntia), Euphoribia (Thirukkalli) etc. There are also a large number of <A "
plants. Large extents of uncultivable and rocky lands are covered with wild er pi‘ﬁsopls
Tt:ibulutv plants and Mimosa Pudica (‘ Touch-me-not’ plant). Garissa plants have E.low A
wildly in the village. A good number of flower plants like the Vinca R d so. g o
found around the temple and near the tanks. siydicmabusr, Lo

17. The fauna of this village consists onl i i
S y of domestic animals lik
buffaloes. They are not of any distinct quality but belong to the country breedl ;hic?w:ana%c:
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easily purchased in the local shandies. There are no pastures in the vicinity and the cattle
graze in the neighbouring lands. A few of the Man Oddan§ also rear pigs. The only
types of birds come across in the village are the crows, a few
country pigeons and the eagles. Water snakes (Natrix Piscator)
are commonly found in the irrigation tanks and the cobras

make their presence felt occasionally!
18. Thiruvellarai village, bésides the main village, has two hamlets, Kalavaipatty and

Salapatty. The Perumal temple is in the main village and the dwellings here are clustered
; around the temple. There are two main streets, one on the

northern and the other on the eastern side of the temple. There
are no dwellings on the western side of the temple, as this place
is not suitable for construction of houses because of the
protruding masses of granite stones. There is a cluster of about 30 houses on the south-
eastern side of the temple at a distance of about 100 yards from the temple.

Fauna

Layout of the village and
residential pattern

19. The main street on the northern side is occupied by the Brahmins of the village
and the street on the east by Senguntha Mudaliars. The Pandarams and Muthurajahs live on
the southern side of the temple. There are also three barbers,
one Oddan and one Chakkiliyan in this block, but their
dwellings are a little removed from those of the Pandarams and
Muthurajahs. No regular street has been formed in this clgster of dwellings, most of which
are thatched huts. The houses in the Brahmin street are tiled or terraced. The Panchayat
Board Office and the village choultry are situated in that street. In the Mudaliar street on the
east, there are tiled houses as well as thatched huts. The Paracherry of the village lies about
a furlong away to the south-east of the temple. The Paracherry, as its name implies, is in
the sole occupation of 34 households of Parayans.

20. Kalavaipatty hamlet lies about a mile away to the west of the main village and is
predominantly occupied by the Muthurajahs. About 90% of the dwellings in Kalavaipatty

belong to the Muthurajahs. A few minor communities represented
by one or two households also dwell in Kalavaipatty. There are
two Achari households, one Muslim household, three Ambattans,
three Kusavans and two Vannans. The Muthurajahs’ dwellings form a compact block in the
centre of the hamlet. A little removed from this hamlet is t.he cluster of dwellings occupied
by the Chakkiliyans. There are about ten dwellings of Chakkiliyans here and their dwellings are
segregated from those of the Muthurajahs and other castes. Most .of the dwellings in
Kalavaipatty are thatched huts and there are 'only about ten to twelve tiled houses, most of
which belong to the Muthurajahs. The Kalavalpatty h.amlet extends over an area of 11'3 acres.
It has two main streets from which a number of winding lanes branch off.

21. The other hamlet, Salapatty is locatef.l at a distance of one mile to the north-east
of the main village. Reddiars and Pillais are the important communities living in this hamlet. Six
households of Chakkiliyans and three households of Kusavans are
also found here. In addition to this, there is also one Muthurajah’s
household and one Man Oddan’s household. Chakkiliya house-
holds form a compact block and are a little removed from the block oc.cupied by the Reddiars
The Kusavans’ huts are also segregated from the Chakkiliyas® huts.

The main village

Kalavaipatty hamlet

Salapatty hamlet

and Pillais.

22. In addition to these settlements, some buildir.lgs can also be seen near the bus
stop on the main road. They are either the shops or dwelling house§. The Harfumar temple
and the rice-mill are also situated there. The electrlcally.ope}'ated diamond dressing workshop
is adjacent to the Hanumar temple.. The roads to the main village and Salapatty hamlet branch

off from this point.
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23. According to the legend, 3,700 households of Brahmins were brought to settle in

this village by the King Sibi, when he built the Perumal temple. The Sthalapuranam of this
temple further states that the Brahmins first migrated to Thiru-

vellarai from some place in the north and then spread out to

other parts of the Chola country. A Tamil couplet in the Sthala-
puranam runs as follows: ‘#Hod» aparlyh, HmQasrerreny op@uiyh.’ This means that when
there were 3,000 Brahmins in Chidambaram (7hillai), Thiruvellarai had 6,000 Brahmins.

Settlement History

24. We find that a number of legends have been created with a view to give
mythological significance to this village and enhance the sanctity of the temple. It is diffiicult
to believe that Thiruvellarai was a greater Brahmin centre than

Chidambaram. We can, however, conclude that Brahmins have
" played a very significant role in the development of this village
as a centre of Hindu culture. If the legend is to be believed, there were 6,000 Brahmins in
the village. But to-day we find only 16 households are left. The local tradition has it that
even 50 years ago a large number of Brahmins were found in this village and they migrated to
places like Srirangam and Tiruchirapalli. It is a regular feature of the present trend in villages
of South India that the Brahmins as a class migrate to urban areas in search of better employ-
ment. In Thiruvellarai, a minimum number of Brahmins have remained behind to look after the
pujas in the local temple and all the rest have disappeared. The reason for this, apparently, is
that Brahmins do not command the same influence in such villages as they used to do and
nor do the other communities look after them as they did in the past. The natural result is
that Brahmins have to migrate in large numbers to other places in search of education and

employment. It is true that many of the Brahmins even now hold lands in Thiruvellarai and
are absentee landlords to which problem, we will have occasion to refer later.

Brahmi}ls

25. The settlement of Mudaliars is closely connected with the development of the
The system of Deva-dasis was in voglie among these Mudaliars and it was considered

honourable in olden days for many a Mudaliar family to dedicate
one of their daughters to the temple for divine service. It is

found that the Mudaliars have also left the village with the
Brahmins in recent years, on account of the loss of importance of Perumal temple as a means
of attracting large crowds.

temple.

Mudaliars

26. The largest community in the village.is the Muthurajahs.

It is difficult to say
wherefrom they migrated to this village.

Five or six villages in the neighbourhood like
Thirampalayam, Poonampalayam and’ Aiyampalayam are predomi-
nantly occupied by the Muthurajahs, They have a cohesion in

their community and it is likely they represent an earlier set of
people who occupied these villages even before the Brahmins and Mudaliars came.

Muthurajahs

27. The Pillais have come to the village only four generations ago. Some of them were
doing business in Ceylon and have now settled down in this village. Reddiars appear to be

the early settlers in the village with the exception of five households
who have recently migrated from Ceylon and Burma. The

: Oddans have been attracted to this village by a quarry. It had
an area of 42 acres and it was worked here and granite stones were supplied for metalling the

roads. The Oddans came to this village for work in the quarry twenty five years ago. The
supply of granite stones has been exhausted and the quarry is not worked on such a large
scale as previously. But even to-day stones are obtained from this quarry for construction of

houses. The Parayas and Chakkiliyans, members of the Scheduled Castes, are as old as the
village itself and should have come earlier than Brahmins.

Others
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A street scene in Salapatty hamlet. The houses seen in the photograph are occupied
by the Pillais and Reddiars who constitute the comparatively
affluent section of the village.

Another street scene in Salapatty hamlet. Dwellings seen in the photograph are occupied
by the Chakkiliyans. The drinking water well seen in the photograph was constructed
under the Rural Water Supply Scheme. The road seen in the photograph
connects Thiruvellarai with Kottathur.

The row of shops on the Tiruchy-Thuraiyur main road. It is here that roads branch off to the main
village and the Salapatty hamlet. This is the shopping centre of the village.

Another view of the shopping centrc of thc village. Note the gossip groups in front of the shops,
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The landscape around the village is drab and uninteresting. The terrain is mostly rocky and the quality
of the soil is also inferior. These vast stretches of uncultivable dry lands are mostly barren
except for clusters of thorny shrubs and shady trees. These uncultivable vast
stretches are, however, useful for the cattle to graze. Note the wild
growths of Pricklipear (Opuntia) and Euphoribia (Thirukkalli).

The vegetation around the wet lands is comp
adjoining the fields.

B foass 1 { aratively dense and large clusters of shady trees are fourd
I '€es found in the picture ar ; ; . ’ S €
T ; re are Acacia, Arabica. Enter : :
amarindus Indicus etc I are  Acacia, Arabica, Enterpolobium Samam,

Note the pump-set installed near the irrigation well.
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28. There is a Travellers’ Bungalow in this village where the District Officers and
tourists can stay. This bungalow is maintained by the Highways Department. There is another
choultry maintained by the Revenue Department. This rest-
house lies close to the Perumal temple. The Sourashtras and
the Vaisya Chettiars have built rest-houses in the village to
enable their castemen to come and stay at the time of the annualfestival. The village was
electrified in the year 1937 and street lights have been provided in the main village. Protected
drinking water is also available in the main village. There is a coffee hotel which supplies
food, if orders are placed in advance. There are no medical and recreational facilities in the

Public amenities

village.




61.8%

P
3.
]
O

g
Pandarams

>

5.0%

ETHNIC COMPOSITION

REFERENCE

AR
NN V
AR RS
AR RN V
N

R
LN ] V

AR LA,

)

™

R

~

AR A
s

SR
AR AR A R v

£
K]
=}
x
£
s
4
3

Muthurajas

s
/ ,ﬂﬂﬂﬂhr’ror&‘w
X
S
2 O.@
¥eZ gop %o€ P
».
L]
4EES 2
-9« KA
m..l-ss 8 oY~
ee.wm m U76”6~H%2m742wm3~ﬂ833111 o = (]
2 = = o
=) A
ut.ld 8 <
o =3 -
hrmuO
o °E,
v 3R 58 ]
o L9 00 \©
5 25 3 ¢ B@azgeoggyaeotagen g afdas 1o &3 5
o b= *
208 .
528
m ©E£35S
Y wo az =G 8
5 O & g M 2% a8 -~ wmunowvopm9otay <+ ~nn e ~
2 € & 562 & IATREFRPLa=m da® & o~ ~< 53 )
2 5 O o ~z 3 -~ ), -— -
O 2 2x>5 = —~ -~
o~ >Z
D 28T
w3
229 . ;
S it g Z%3
-] %) — —0= S B
< ﬂmmm 822 M\MW«A4BUIM62I373B411111 ¥ o -~
> manhw a 2% - - @
= [sa] nru.yr.on 8=
= =
-t —
) - s 5 =2 B 5 g 5 —
P 2mn.v ey m S Q m = m
< & g5 . o 7] < 3 S
S 8 woFgg fog 3 3 3 58 =
S} - 8 = = & = < = O
= o .= £ 2] o = o s
9 () [~ PR v < c
=~ OCodz=wd g 2 < s =
.2 g 3 = £ 5 =
] =3 5]
S 653 5 ¢ 2 _ § 6%g 3%
A =2=22<3 Q s~ 3 2 g% 3 o g 8
— Q 1 ] "] < ) > O <
5 — S S s <
Z &,.377F 5 5% 558 E232 58 E g
o = o 7 = 2 2= s g = = S &0
= Pnﬂam...mw < @ 202 A S 4 M = 3 &
[~ 9 w N =1
o
o =
S <E 2 K . O
(=% 0 o =] = -~
s o m ml,.,hM e
== g g - = g g - b5 e
N o= 8 = = - 8 =] <] ' ~ >
= S 5 8 s g g2 .. 8 s g Es 9 g5 § o
2g B 5E. E¢ S5gd _E2§g 2St€zy §%% 2
- < = =1 — 2]
HSE = 5 g = T3 == SEE T S §58= gE¢8 3
=8 £ S8E EE& £386 $E53 83878 £654 ©
= 3 s <O >~ » O nPOZM &0 NM 2
.l 2 - 7)) =
QA= = o & s 3
o £ ) jon} [+
g 3 ‘& ~ Aa = g
= 5 < & g @
5 & T .
= = o
A
»

Other Castes.

Chakkillars

m Paratyans

Reddlars
Brahmins

Pillals

T, V.—2




10 VILLAGE SURVEY

30. Muthurajahs were previously known as Muthiriyans. These people should be
distinguished from the Mutrachas a Telugu-speaking caste who are found in large numbers
in Andhra Pradesh and in some parts of North Arcot district.
The Muthurajahs of this village are Tamil-speaking people and
they have nothing in common with the Mutrachas of the Telugu
country. The Muthurajahs are also known as Ambalakkarans or Kavalkarans in other
places. Ambalakkarans have been described in the Madras Census Report of 1901 as a ‘Tamil-
speaking caste o cultivators and village watchmen’. In appearance, these people are well-
built and sturdy and dark in complexion. Many of them suffix the title Muthurajah to
their names. Originally, these people were known as Muthiriyans. About twenty five years
back, the representatives of the Muthiriyans in Tiruchy and Tanjore districts met and decided
to adopt the more honorific title of Muthurajah. They also obtained the recognition of the
Government for the change in their title.

Muthurajahs

31. These people are ranked comparatively low in the social scale. They are ranked
below the other Non-brahmin castes like Pillais, Reddiars, Mudaliars and Acharis, but above
the castes like Oddans and Pandithars (Barbers). The majority of them are engaged in
cultivation which is their traditional occupation. Some of them have taken to diamond-
dressing in recent years. In social and civic matters, the Muthurajahs of this village have a
decisive influence not only because they form the largest single community of this village, but
also because the surrounding villages of Thirampalayam and Poonampalayam are predominantly
occupied by their castemen, the caste solidarity being well maintained by these people.

32. The ritual structure of the Muthurajahs is a mixture of the customs and manners
of high castes as well as of low castes. They wear the sacred thread during marriages and
funerals in imitation of the Brahmins. Parisam Panam or
bride ’s price paid to the bride’s party, is a custom prevalent
among many low castes and followed by them. It is difficult to
say whether the Muthurajahs belong to Vaishnavites or Saivites. Perhaps they worship both
Vishnavite and Saivite deities with equal reverence. They have a number of exogamous groups
among them known as Gotrams and people belonging to the same Gotram cannot marry.
They consult astrologers before fixing up matrimonial alliances. The astrologer, after examining
the stars of the parties, opines on the suitability. In the case of girls, some people see
whether the time when the girl attained puberty is an auspicious one or not. In this
connection, it may be mentioned that a girl’s fortune is forecast with reference to the
time she attained puberty and this is known as Ruthu Jathagam. About 25% of the
Muthurajahs in this village see the Ruthu Jathagam of the girls before fixing up the
alliances. As an elderly gentleman told us, the attainment of puberty is some sort of rebirth
for the girl who becomes a woman and the horoscope drawn with reference to the time of
attainment of puberty is more important for a girl than the horoscope drawn with reference to
her birth.

The ritual structure

33. Betrothal takes place on an auspicioys day and the maternal uncles of the

bride and the groom play an important part in the ceremony. The betrothal consists of the

exchange of Thamboolam between the maternal uncles of

Betrothal the bride and the groom which signifies their agreement to

/ enter into the alliance. At the time of the betrothal, an advance

of the Parisam Panam is paid to the bride’s party. Though there is no system of dowry

among the Muthurajahs, the system of paying the Parisam Panam or bride’s price is

universal. The traditional amount of bride’s price was Rs. 7. It is now varied upto

Rs. 100 depending upon the economic status of the parties. Betrothal ceremony is rather

informal and the close relatives of the groom g0 to the bride’s place and participate in
a feast given after the ceremony. /

THIRUVELLARAI 11

34, Marriage among the Muthurajahs usually takes ‘place at the groom ’,s residence.
v bri r to the wedding, a party of groom’s relatives go .to the bride’s place to
On the day prio bring the bride. After a feast at the bride’s place, they present
a new saree to the bride and pay the balance of Parisam
Panam to the bride’s party. The bride is brou}%ht to the
. i ‘the ceremonial procession of the bride to the groom’s
groom * Vlllag1e Sufi’frilmigte]yeiii?ng.nthl?: <;1ext day, ¥[)he marriage ceremonies start with the
p}ace takes paces Muhurthakkal Naduthal; it consists in planting a bamboo stick along
r1§ua1 knownhaf some milky tree in the marriage pandhal. = After this, the groom is given
with the b}'aﬂ; tl'(l) and is dressed in the ceremonial attire. A saffron coloured thread known
?ceremoma: arlance as Kanganam is tied around his right wrist. The groom goes in a
in the .1ocat pi‘he Pillaiyar temple, offers worship and returns to the marriage pandhgl.
I\;/rz(i:lismt(;ll:a l'?ridegroom is visiting the Pillaiyar temple, the bride is given the ceremonial
is also tied on her wrist.
bath and f “”f)a”a’:is return from the Pillaiyar temple, the groom is met at the gate of the
r.narriagc 3pz;,ndhgl by his brother-in-law who puts silver rings on his toes. Then the couple are
the marriage dais and the wedding proper commences with the custom known as
g }(:n Poduthal. The fathers of the couple sit face to face and exchange Thamboolam,
Sambat}t ‘am their ir;tentions to enter into the alliance. The Muthurajahs employ Brahmin
prOClh'cl_lmﬂig officiate at their weddings. The ceremony called Dharai varthal during which
p]:lmt:iisde’os parents pour milk over the united hands of the couple, is. then .held, This
cor is symbolic of the fact that they give away their daughter in marriage to the
o, fter this, the Thali is passed round the elders to bless, after which the groom
bos 1t . terd :h, bride’s neck amidst the raised crescendo of Muhurtham music. Then
the co kluoun our?d the sacred fire thrice and this is followed by the ceremonies known
the i Ag;thfthal and Arunthathi Parthal. The groom draws one foot of the bride
as Am " tl h a grinding stone and the star Arunthathi is pointed out to her as an
and makesf ltch;:)'sli(i:ty Lastly, they have the Moi seithal during which the invitees to the
:vnelzﬁ:lng I(I)lake presentations of small amounts of cash and articles.

36. They have a few ceremonies in the ever.ling, the purpose beingf to ward off the
ffects of the evil eyes. The saffron coloured thrcac}s tied rounfi the WI‘lS'tS of the couple are
: d during the closing ceremonies performed in the evening and this marks the end of
Tho. e riaue ciremony. Generally, only the very close relations attend the evening function,
ggn:‘:;:ma%ion of the marriage is not celebrated separately, but is held on the same day.

37. Consanguineous marriages are quite common am?ng the Muthuragahs and they
consider the paternal aunt’s daughter or the materr}al .uncle, s daughter to‘ ¢ the proper
In some cases, the boys marry their sisters daug_hters'. Divorce floes not
rsz?:tr;htcfo‘tr)ear::?g‘;ﬁsed among the Muthurajah$ and the widow—rerqamage is also not in vogue,
Though Mr. Thurston records that widow remarriage 1s.p§rmxtted among some sects of
Ambalakkarans, the Muthurajahs of this village do not permit it. o N
38. In the days gone by, marriage was an elaborate affair with a lot of f(‘;astlvm;l:s
lasting for about two to three days. But now, it lasts only for a few h'oursh. Now:;t aysht e
tendency for the poor people seems to be to hane vyeddmg celebrated in t g teml}) es, ;vd.ere
he essential rituals are gone through and the invitees are fed only once after the wedding.
only the ddings are held at the temple, no large pandhal need be erected and other arrange-
When we l?vg haswaram need not be made. Nathaswaram available in the ter'nple is made
men:)sf ;:)l;e pa;;gnt of a nominal fee. By and large, celebration of weddings in the temples
use

a lot of saving in marriage expenses. . . .
e 39. The Muthurajahs generally cremate their dead, except in the case of children,

ied : rsons and people who die of infectious diseases. But now, many peopl‘e resort to
ul?mall;neperpf:ourse of burying their dead, Immediately after the death, a message is sent out
the chea v

Marriage ceremonies
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to their kith and kin. After the relatives arrive and pay their condolence to the bereaved
family, the funeral ceremonies commence. One of the important ceremonies is what is called
Vazhi Anupputhal the significance of which is to bid farewell
Funeral rites to the soul of the dead. At the meeting point of two or three
paths, the funeral celebrant sprinkles water anti-clockwise, (water
is sprinkled clockwise on good occasions and anti-clockwise on sad occasions) breaks a
coconut, lits the camphor and in bidding farewell to the soul of the deceased, offers prayers
for the well-being of the soul. A piece of the broken coconut is placed near the head of the
corpse. The corpse is bathed and dressed in new clothes, before it is placed on the bier. If
the deceased is a married man, his widow performs a ceremony called Panai Udaithal before
the bier is lifted. The widow carries a new pot full of water, goes round the corpse thrice and
breaks it on the head-side, after which, her Thali is cut and put in a glass of milk. On this
occasion, a new saree is given to the widow. The other lady relatives take partt in the
ceremony called Vaikku Arisi Kuthuthal during which a few grains of paddy are pounded and
kept near the corpse. This rice is carried to the burning ground. After these ceremonies,
the bier is carried to the burning ground. Half-way to the burning ground, the corpse is placed
on the ground and a Paraya sings a traditional song for the good of the soul of the
deceased. At this point, the bier is also reversed. Till this point the corpse w
homewards and after this the corpse faces towards the burning ground. Gen
not accompany the procession beyond this point. At the burning ground, the relatives of the
deceased put rice in the mouth of the corpse and the funeral celebrant goes round the pyre
thrice with a pot of water and breaks it before setting fire to the funeral pyre. The funeral
celebrant is then shaved of his head and the relatives return home after a bath.

as facing
erally, women do

40. In cases of cremation, the ashes and the bones are collected on the next day and
they are thrown into a tank or a river and in cases of burial, the relatives visit the grave on
the third day and pour milk over the grave. The death entails pollution for sixteen days. It
is terminated by the purificatory ceremonies performed on the sixteenth d
invited home and the Punniyahavachanam is performed. Cooked rice an
to the crows at the cremation ground as well as on the roof of the deceased’s house. If the
crows which are supposed to represent the departed soul refuse to take the food and the
eatables (which would be a rare occurrence), the reasons are ascertained through the sooth-
sayers and the ceremonies recommended by the sooth-sayers are performed to propitiate the
departed soul. Some people burn an effigy of the dead at the burning ghat on the sixteenth

day. Among the Muthurajahs, the funeral celebrant wears a Punul or the sacred thread for
the duration of these ceremonies.

ay. Brahmin priest is
d eatables are offered

41, Birth of a child entails pollution for a period of nine days. Immediately after

the birth of a child, either the father or an elderly gentleman drops a few drops of sugared
water on the tongue of the baby. This ceremony is known ag

Birth of a child Seeni Koduthal and is symbolic of their belief that the life of

the new born baby will be as sweet as the first thing it tastes

after birth. The pollution is terminated by the performance of Punniyahavachanam on the
ninth day, when the mother and the baby are given ceremonial baths. There is no other
formal function or feasting on this occasion. The Muthurajahs do not have any formal
ceremony for naming the child. When the child js three or four years old, the hair of the
child is shaved and is offered to their family deity. Muthurajahs of this place have several

family deities known as Sellayi, Angalamman  and  Aiyanar  for this purpose. Some
families have Perumal as their family deity.

42. The ear-boring is an important ceremony after the birth of a child and
of the family deity is outside the village, the family

and celebrates the function. First, the children

if the temple
goes to the temple along with their relatives
are shaved and the hair is offered to the deity
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P , the ears of the children are bored. The
when an eluborate‘ o ,;'lzerfolfln;sd.anAt;i;otr]t]:I:t role in this ceremony and the child is
uncle of the ehi uslljlz;lly seated on the maternal uncle’s lap, when the ears are
bored. The maternal uncle presepts ear ornarr.lents‘ and new
clothes to the child for the occasion. A feas(;d.ls glee;n t‘o tl;;

i f cash Moi seithal as in a wedding. Previous
e ore 0; \tNhh?::; ::::Z: zge;eg;:loenss a(1)1d even now many of the Muthurajahs coptinue
e}zlt.rs werf:_ beore}in :majority of cases, they have dispensed with the ear-boring for male children.
this practice.

i is an important occasion in the life circle of a girl.
. 43f Atm;;mtq-ent f(())t;— p;zf;t:)rll lsdays dulr)ing which period the girl is kept s'ecluded
This  entails poliution in a temporary hut. It is customary for the relatives to
;‘eed the girl in turns during this period of sixteen .days.
Attainment of puberty The pollution is terminated by the performance of Funniyaha-
. h dzyl,) Before the performance c_)f Punniyahavachanam, the
sixteent of the temporary hut in which the girl was kept, are
ttu:hey are burnt. This b;;ningb of .Kan‘1banu ;gg:t:d 1tsO (‘iﬂoelr;z,
1d see it. is burning is s
well befor‘e the dawn a.rlldd tt))efotrl::e Z?E:;Esinf Oc;lf puberty. The girl is given a ceremo.nia-l ba.th.
oft the evil effects Bnts ° yesents her what is locally known as. Maman Varisai which
Her maternal uncle then ﬂp;vers toilet etc.. Close relatives are inwted' fqr a fea.st on the
consists of a new saree, ;)tives’ give presents to the girl. The women upwtees brmg.a lot
occasion and some of the rela to the girl. Though the essential rituals h'ke the burning of
of flowers and present ;'he:ance of Punniyahavachanam is observed in ?.ll cases, the
Kambanr tllzatt)tu tii?lcsl a;:lzr :)hre feast differ very much according to the economic status of the
scale of celebra

parties.

maternal

Ear-boring ceremony

vachanam on the ,
roofing materials (Kamban tha
taken to a separate place and

i i in the village is the Senguntha Mudaliars. They

4. The Ot‘h'er con"}ll?umte)l,r: fvgggzlr‘::gzeas well as non-vegetarians among the Senguntha

are weavers by tradifion- eﬁ daliars and the Mudaliars of this village belong to the non-

iars: Their ve;etarian sect. The origin of the name Sengunthar is explained

Sy origi by a legend.* According to this legend, the people on earth

andary orem , ble to bear the harassment of certain demons, appealed to

iva for hel Siva enr:;:d at the evil deeds of the demon;, sent forth ‘§1x’sparks ot;

God Siva 'or p- destroy the demons. Frightened by these blazing sparks, Siva’s consor

are from s o tOh eScha);nber and in the process nine beads dropped out of her anl.dets.

Parvathi, ran I c;; ads into as many charming maidens and embraced. them. The maidens

ona convefted theseS’ e’s embrace gave birth to a hero each. These nine heroes were born

o comcee IV? ches and with red daggers in their hands. These heroes with God

with full .grown r'nox;ls ad marched in command of a large force and destroyed the demops.

'?‘Ilibra;n g ?l? thli/l[rud:l?ars claim to be the descendants of Veerabhagu, one of those nine
e Senguntha

unthar means a red dagger. |

herOZSS. TT:Zr:O;d j:g another version of this 1egend.1‘. According to this lattclacr1 v}fr:iﬁ-n' Siva
Lo he whole world would be enveloped in darkr'less, if he should s uﬁ Lsey:s.

o e by her < ric ity. Parvathi closed her husband’s eyes with her hgnds f)nly to find that
I Facbe ;U“(l);l g;r was true. Terrified by the darkness, Parvathi ran into hgr chamber
what'her husban tonine precious stones dropped out of her anklets. The.se precious stones
and n 1o prOC§SS, nine fair maidens by Siva who embraced them. Fmdm.g these malder.ls
e conw;tega:lrl?outtered a curse that they should not bring forth the children formed in

ar

pregnant, At this time, one Padmasura was troubling the people on earth and in response
?

their wombs.

* Thurston’s “Castes and Tribes of Southern India.
1 Ibid.
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to the people’s repeated entreaties and prayers, Siva deputed his son, Subramania to kill the
Asura.  Parvathi, moved by her anxicty natural to a mother, requested Siva not to send
Subramania alone. Astute strategist that Siva was, he suggested the withdrawal of her curse
in which case the nine heroes to be born to these nine maidens could accompany Subramani'l’
Accordingly, the curse of Parvathi was withdrawn and the nine heroes accompanied Subraman;;
and killed the Asura.

46. The Senguntha Mudaliars are otherwise known as Kaikolans and the word
Kaikol is believed to refer to the daggers carried by the nine heroes, when they went out to
challenge the Asura. The word Kaikol is also said to be derived from the two words
Kai meaning hand and Kol meaning shuttle. This derivation refers to their traditional,
occupation of weaving. Senguntha Mudaliars are saivites, even though they worship Vaishnavite
deities with equal adoration. In the social order, they are placed above the Muthurajahs and
equated to high caste Non-brahmins like the Reddiars and Pillais. According to 1891 classifi.
cation, the Kaikolans have been placed below the communities like Vellalas, Reddiars etc., But
in the course of last seven decades, the Kaikolans have risen in the social scale to be on par
with these Non-brahmin communities. Their ritual structure is more or less identical with that
of the other Non-brahmin communities of comparable status.

47. Senguntha Mudaliars of this village are associated with the age-old custom
practised in South India, namely, the system of Deva-dasis. Before we describe how the
system has been prevalent in this community and what are

The Institution of Deva-dasis the basic concepts of this system, we will like to reproduce -

what has been stated in the Census of India Report of 1901 on
the system of Deva-dasis.

Dasi: “Dasis or Deva-dasis, (handmaidens of the gods) are dancing-
girls attached to the Tamil temples who subsist by dancing and music and
the practice of the oldest profession in the world’. The Dasis were probably
in the beginning the result of left-handed unions between members of two different
castes but they are now partly recruited by admissions, and even purchases from
other classes.

The profession is not now held in the consideration it once enjoyed, and
there seems little doubt that the statistics understate the strength of the s’ister-
hood owing to its members having returned the names of the castes to which they
originally belonged. Formerly, however, they enjoyed a considerable social
position. It is one of the many inconsistencies of the Hindu religion that though
their profession is repeatedly and vehemently condemned by the Shastras it has
always received the countenance of the Church. The rise of the caste and its
euphemistic name seem both of them to date from about the ninth and tenth
centuries A. D., during which much activity prevailed in Southern India in the
matter of building temples and elaborating the services held in them. The dancing-
girls’ duties, then as now, were to fan the idol with Chamaras, or Tibetan ox-tails
to carry the sacred light called Kumbarti and to sing and dance before the Goc;
when he was carried in procession. Inscriptions show that in A. D. 1004 the great
temple of the Chola King Rajaraja at Tanjore had attached to it four hungdred
Talic Cheri Pendugal, or ‘women of the temple,’ who lived in free quarters in th
four streets round about it and were allowed tax-free land out of js endowmente
Other temples had similar arrangements. At the beginning of the last cent .
there were one hundred dancing girls attached to the temple at Conjeev rurY
and at Madura, Conjeevaram and Tanjore there are still numbers of t-;\e ’ aLn,
;eceive allowances from the endowments of the big temples at those placl:s WIE
ormer days the profession was countenanced not only by the Church, but by
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the State. Abdur Razaak, a Turkish Ambassador to the Court of Vijianagar in
the fifteenth century, describes women of this class as living in State-controlled
institutions, the revenue of which went towards the upkeep of the police.

At the present day they form a regular caste having its own laws of
inheritance, its own customs and rules of etiquette, and its own panchayat§ to see
that all these are followed, and thus hold a position which is perhaps without a
parallel in any other couniry. Dancing-girls, dedicated to the usual profession
of the caste are formally married in a temple to a sword or a god, the Th'ali
being tied round their necks by some man of their caste. It was a standing
puzzle to the enumerators at the ccnsus whether such women should be entered

‘married’ in the column referring to civil condition.

Among the Dasis, sons and daughters inherit equally,. contrary tq ordinar'y
Hindu usage. Some of the sons remain in the caste anfi live by playing music
for the women to dance to, and accompaniments.to their songs, or by teaching,
singing and dancing to the younger girls, and music to 'the boys. .These are c?.lled
Nattuvans. Others marry some girl of the caste, who is too }?laln to be likely
to be a success in the profession and drift out of the community. Some of these
affix to their names the terms Pillai and Mudaliars, which are t!le usual titles
of the two castes (Vellala and Kaikola) from wh‘ich most of the Da§1§ are recruited,
and try to live down the stigma attaching to their bll’th.' Others join the Melak-
karans or professional musicians. Cases have'occurred in which wealthy sons of
dancing-women have been allowed to marry girls of respectable parentage of other
castes, but they are very rare. The daughters of the caste whq are brought -up
to follow the caste profession are carefully taught.dancm.g, singing, .the :art of
dressing well and the ars amoris, and their success in keeping up tl}elr clter.ltele
is largely due to the contrast which they thus present to the ordmary Hindu
house-wife, whose ideas are bounded by the day’s dinner and the babies. The
dancing-girl castes, and their allies the Melakkarans are now practically the sole
repository of Indian music, the system of which is probably one of the olfiest
in the world. Besides them and some of the Brahmins, few study the subject.
The ¢ barbers ’ bands’ of the villages usually display more energy than science. (A
notable exception, however, exists in Madras City, which has been known to
attempt the Dead March in Saul at funerals in the Pariah quarters!)

as

There are two divisions among the Dasis called Valangai (right hand)
and Idangai (left hand). The chief distinction between them is that the former
will have nothing to do with the Kammalans (artisans) or any f)t'he.:r of. the °left-
hand castes’ or play or sing in their houses. The latter division is not so
partticular, and its members are consequently sometimes known as the Kammala
Dasis. Neither division, however, is allowed to have any dealings with men of
the lowest castes and violation of this rule of etiquette is tried by a panchayat
of the caste and visited with ex-communication.

In the Telugu districts the dancing-girls are called Bogams and Sanis.
They are supposed to be dedicated to the gods, just as the Pasis'.are,‘ but there
is only one temple in the northern part of the Presidency whl‘ch mamtgms a corps
of these women in the manner in vogue further south. This exception is the
shrine of Sri Kurmam in Vizagapatam, the dancing-girls attached tg which are
known as Kurmapus. In Vizagapatam most of the Banms and' Sanis belong to
the Nagavasulu and Palli castes and their male children often call themsel.\{es
Nagavasulus; but in Nellore, Kurnool and Bellary they are (‘>ften. called Balijas
and Yerukalas. In Nellore the Bogams are said to decline to sing in the houses
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of Komatis, The men of the Sanis do not act as accompanists to their women
at nautch parties, as the Bogam and Dasi men do.

In the Oriya country the dancing-girl caste is called *Guni’, but there

they have even less connection with the temples than the Bogams and Sanis, not
being even dedicated to the god.

In South Canara the caste is known as Aoili. They are not dedicated in
the temples, but do service in them. They seem to be descendants of temple

servants whose numbers have been kept up by admissions of widows and other
from other castes.

In the Canarese or (western) taluks of Bellary, and in the adjoining parts
of Dharwar and Mysore, a curious custom obtains among the Boyas, Bedarus
and certain other castes under which a family which has no male issue must
dedicate one of its daughters as a Basavi. The girl is taken to a temple and
married there to the god, a Thali and toe-rings being put on her and thence forward
she becomes a public woman, except that she does not consort with
the lower caste than herself. Sheis not, however, despised on this account, and
indeed at weddings she prepares the Thali (perhaps because she can never be a
widow). Contrary to all Hindu law, she shares in the family property as though
she was a son, but her right to do so has not yet been confirmed by the Civil
Courts. If she has a son, he takes her father’s name, but if only a daughter,
that daughter again becomes a Basavi. The children of Basavis marry within their
own caste without restrictions of any kind.

any one of

In Malabar there is no regular community of dancing-girls ;

nor is there
among the Musalmans of any part of the Presidency.”

48. This system was prevalent in Thiruvellarai till two decades ago.
for many Senguntha Mudaliars to dedicate one of the girls to the temple
would become a dancing-girl attached to the temple and had a number of
In Thiruvellarai, their duties were dancing and singing in the temple on
attending to prayers and doing A.rad./zanas, fannipg the idol with Chamaras
sacred lights called Kumbarti and singing and dancing when the idol was carr
For these services, they were given either tax-free land out of the endowm
were paid remunerations every month.

It was the custom
as Deva-dasi. She
duties to perform.
festive occasions,
and carrying the
ied in procession.
ents of the temple or

49. As indicated in the description of Deva-dasi system reproduced earlier, this system
which is an ancient one and which flourished in South India, in due course degenerated into a
system of legalised prostitution. Originally, Deva-dasis enjoyed
The degeneration and the considerable social status in society. Naturally, the Deva-dasis
Act of 1947 became a source of attraction to many of the pilgrims visiting
temples like Thiruvellarai. This degeneration which some-
how was tolerated by the Hindu religion, completely deg.troyed its oxjiginal sanctity. As the
nationalist sentiments developed in India apq as many eV.llS of the Hmdu soclety came to be
subjected to a lot of criticism, the public opinion as§erted itself and this system was unanimously
condemned. The system has been legally abolished by t}}e enactment of the Deva-dasis
(prevention of dedication) Act passed by the Madras Legislature in 1947, Though legally
abolished, it is difficult to obliterate the age-old tendency of a class of people who used to
become Deva-dasis attached to the temples. Some of them have no doubt reformed themselves
and got marricd. As observed in the Census Report of 1901_, it was not unusual for Deva-dasis
to get married even in the nineteenth century. But a detailed scrutiny of the life led by the
ex-Deva-dasis makes one feel that prostitution as an art has not completely disappeared from their
descendants. Fortunately it is confined to a very few houscholds. It is hoped that with the
advancement of education, it will completely die out.
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50. Thiruvellarai being a Vaishnavite centre with an important tefnple, natu_rally attra;ts
¢ ber of Deva-dasis to its fold. This practice was limited to a section of Kalkolans who
o dedicated one of their girls to the temple and considered lxt ta

icati istinction. e girls were formally married in the temple to
Rituals of dedieation :lsst\;/rz:;téozr t:htelfe geity and a Thali was tied round her neck
: i ir caste. This Thali was quite distinct from the
Cither 2 t'he P“ei: Ot;: };tilzr:in{;?;doagtrfe;. The Thali worn by the Deva-dasi was kn‘own' as
o Thah_WOm i {*d of a golden disc and black beads. The formal ceremony of dedication
Porms anfi 'lt' C.ODSIS} a girl into a Deva-dasi was attended with a number of rituals agd
o e 'lmtlatfﬂ (')nc:as The girl who was to be dedicated as Deva-dasi was instructed in
cereTmmilusdf) z?;v‘lin };er early age. After she attained puberty, an auspicious day was
?USIC o h ‘;‘n mgl dedication. On that day, the girl dressed in new clothes' and adorned
Dfed f.Or o taken to the temple to which she was to be dedicated. The girl was made to
with jewels was zfl ddy and a folded cloth was held before her by two other dasis who also
stand on a heap of pde;, Her dancing master seated behind her, grasped her legs and moved
hood on hsags . ilrjl tunt; with the music which was played. This was symbolic of the fact tbat
them‘ o anld H?wnafter devote her entire life to dancing and singing in the temple and perfc‘)rmmg
the el Wou1 €ff3ces The girl was then seated facing the idol and the officiating Brahmin tied
other temp eh.stle'rVL d. been lying at the foot of the idol, round her neck. The.tying of the
e s 10; 1'a of the fact that the girl was married to the deity. In the evening there was
T L Tunetion lct home where the relatives were invited for a feast. A Brahmin priest recited
2 small funston d the sacred fire to sanctify the proceedings. The girl eventually 1_mder-
manras and_ prepareo with a rich Brahmin. A Brahmin was called in, as he was considered
e i pupt1atlar(iz:era?n(rilyrepresentative of the deity to which the girl had been married.
lf:inlporBeforc the evening ceremony at home, Fhe girl was also ta!(en in a prqcessiog

h’ streets. After this ceremony, the girl con.tmued to learn music and dan.cmg an
around the he temple services as a full-fledged dasi. Her morals were not questioned by
P e;dez SI;IC performed the temple services. The male members of the hou'sehold
Svlil};‘c)t?d)c(legir:a‘;cd their girls as Deva-dasis, took to playing Nathaswaram a‘nd worked in the
temple as musicians. These people came to be known as Melakkara Mudaliars.

a dasi never become a widow, the beads in her Thali were considere.d to

bri ojj- luch‘ks tdo dvjzlmce?ln who wore them. When a dasi died, .her body was covered thb a

o roved from the idol and the flowers were also supplied from the temple to wl.nch

new  cloth rzn No puja was performed in the temple till the corpse was burnt, as tl?e idol

lslhii t:f)lo(?bgseer.ve pollution as her husband. The funeral pyre of the dasi was also lit with the
a

ht from the temple.

e broui& The dasis were previously patroniseq by rich _men of all castes. Afterb the
Act of 1947, there was no fresh dedication of girls and' those who had alfeady' eeg
dedicated were no longer required to perform the temple services. M'any of the dasis cc?ntlnu}e1
to live in a lax manner. The public opinion in the village e?cpressed itself s.trongly against t 3
wide prevalence of this type of life. The elders of the Kal!mlan community got together an
devised several measures to put an end to this immoral practice. The'y threatened to ostrgclse
the people who were still engaged in the profession. What was ledely appx:oved alréd'k c;nc
openly a few years back, suddenly came to be condemned by all.sectlons including t};e ai ga}n
ommunity. The fear of public opinion compelled mapy 'das1s to r‘eform themselves an 1.t,
. least, kept the succeeding generations of girls from falling into the evil ways. Some of the dasis
?et:foi?ne’d tk?emselves and married their girls into respectable families and many others left the
illage for good. ‘ -
s 54. The custom of dedicating girls as Deva-dasis in this Sta.te was practlcsled byheol

ticular sect of Kaikolans known as Melakkara Mudaliars and by Thlrumuql Gounders w o
z:g 1found in Coimbatore and Tiruchirapalli districts. The Melakkara Mudaliars were looke

T. V=3

next in
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down even by the other Kaikolans. According to an elderly gentleman of the village, th

was no social relationship like inter-marriage between the Melakkara Mudaliars and Lti ’ tlire
Mudaliars who kept themselves away from this evil profession. It is only after the Meel kok a
Mudaliars gave up this profession and reformed themselves that the inter-relationshi bgtwara
these sections was resumed. At present there are two Deva-dasis in the village I\)lvho oo
dedicated to the temple in the prescribed manner. They still own the Inam lands given t :l:ere
for their services to the temple. They have declared their marital status as ‘never me? i 31,11
Many young dasis, it is said, have migrated to places like Srirangam and Tiruchirapalli l:f:eth.
last ten to fifteen years. This was only a hearsay and could not, however, be conﬁI:medl )

55. There are two different sects of Pillais in this village; one i illai
and the other is the Saiva Pillais. The Saiva Pillais are strict veggetarians,Swtﬁeereggigzttzrfxig?tls
Pillais are non-vegetarians by birth. The Saiva Pillais are rankelcll
Pillais above all other Non-brahmin castes and they consider themselves
- as second only to the Brahmins in the social scale, whereas the

Arunattu Pillais are ranked along with the Reddiars. Only four households of Sa’iva Pillais
found in the village. The Arunattu Pillais, however, form a significant community of the villaa;:e

56. The Arunattu Pillais are also known as Motiai Vellalas, because the
supposed to shave off their moustaches and beards according to their ca,ste tradition ix a
elderly gentleman of the caste pointed out, this custom is not strictly adhered t<; i Stin
recent times, as many of their youths keep moustaches. The Arunattu Vellalas have notll\r'1 in
common with the Saiva Pillais who are found in large numbers in Tirunelveli district mgom
enquiry revealed that the Arunattu Vellalas were known as Kavundans about three t;) fi ur
generations back and that in the course of time they adopted the more honorific titl OU;
Pillais. These people came to be known as Arunattu Vellalas, since they were predomilne t(l)
found in six large pockets or Nadus in Salem and Tiruchirapalli districts. One such snk{
or Nadu extends over large portions of Musiri and Tiruchirapalli taluks around Thull?aiC .
An elderly gentleman told us that his father had the title Kavundan, but he has now ytl;r'
title Pillai. He, however, could not give any reason for this change ir,1 title, but ont -§
that all their comminity people wanted a change in their title and they had a’dopted they o
dignified title of Pillai. According to this old man, all the Arunattu Vellalas of this virﬁzrz
migrated to this place from Omandur and its neighbourhood. This migration took place aboﬁt
three to four generations back and the change in their title coincided with this migrition.

57. The ritual structure of the Arunattu Pillais is, more or less, similar to those of

the other Non-brahmin communities. They, however, have some customs’pecu\iar to themselves
Marrying of sister’s daughter is proscribed among the Arunatt\;
Ritual structure Pillais. For many Non-brahmin communities the sister’s daughter

stands only next to the paternal aunt’s daughter and the maternal

uncle’s daughter in the list of preferred degrees of marriageable relatives. But the Arunatt
Pillais differ from others in this respect. a

58. Arunattu Pillais consult astrologers before fixing up a matrimonial alliance. A
small section of orthodox people, however, follow a different method of ascertaining wh .th
the proposed alliance has the divine approval. When the proposal is made, these Eo | ) i
-their family deity’s temple and keep a number of white and red ﬂowers’on the Il)lcas EZ)f‘”;lt
{dol. They wait to see which of the flowers, whether the red or the white, falls first fro the
1dol’§ .head. Iq the Siva and Subramaniar temples, a white flower falli;g first is consl']zi 3
auspicious and in a temple dedicated to a Goddess, the red flower falling first is cons!dered
to be a good omen. This strange custom which is known as Pookkattuthal is ho:;vere
confined only to a minority of the orthodox people in this village. The betrotha’l c nony
of the Arunattu Pillais is also slightly different from that of the others. The roomtzremmiy
presents a new saree along with flowers and sandal to the bride and the; groomgs sisteS part)sl
a garland around the bride’s neck to signify that the girl has been engaged to her brrotrl)l‘;r
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This custom of groom’s sister garlanding the bride to signify the engagement is peculiar to the
Arunattu Vellalas.

59. The wedding among the Arunattu Vellalas takes place at the groom’s house. On
the day prior to the marriage a party of relatives from the groom’s house go to the bride’s
place. There is a belief that the number of people who
go to fetch the bride should be an odd number. Accord-
ingly, eleven or nine or five persons go to fetch the bride.
They take auspicious articles like flowers, fruits etc., to be
presented to the bride. The bride takes leave of her
people by prostrating and obtaining their blessings. At
the time of this Pen Azhaithal, the Parisam Panam or the
traditional bride’s price is paid to the bride’s party. The
other wedding ceremonies of the Pillais are similar to those
of the Mudaliars and the Muthurajahs. Pillais too engage
Brahmin priests to officiate at their weddings. The Pillais
unlike the Muthurajahs and the Mudaliars have the
consummation of the marriage separately on an auspicious
day. Though they donot have the custom of dowry, they
have the custom of Seer varisai, by which the couple are
presented with traditional gifts of household articles and
other things by the bride’s party.

60. The Reddiars are Telugu-speaking people
and are fair in complexion. They are ranked high in the
social order and they will

The ‘U’ shaped Namam is worn by the not eat on equal terms

Vadakalai Tyengars. with other Sudra castes and would accept food only

from the Saiva Pillais. The caste deity of the Reddiars

is a demon goddess known as Ellamma. The Reddiar.s apd the Pi.llais. form the affluent

section of the village. The ritual structure of the Reddiars is almost identical with that of the
Pillais. Among the Reddiars, a person can marry

his sister’s daughter, unlike the Pillais. The

Reddiars too do not recognise divorce and nor do

they permit widow-remarriage.

Reddiars

61. All the Brahmins of this village
ehold are Iyengars. There are two
sects among the
Iyengars, namely,
the ¢ Vadakalai
Iyengars’ and the ‘Thenkalai Iyengars’. This division
is based on the shape of the namam. U shaped
pamam is worn by Vadakalai and Yshaped namam
by Thenkalai Iyengars. Please see the sketches for
this difference. The mode of hair dressing is also
different. Whereas the Vadakalai Iyengars have
their Kudumi ot the tuft at the back of the head,the
Thenkalai Iyengars have their Kudumi in the front.
The Thenkalai Iyengars are also known as

Poorvasigai (front Kudumi) Iyengars and t.he'Vada- The *Y* shaped Namam is worn by the
kalai Iyengars are known as Aparasigai (rear Thenkalai Iyengars.

Kudumi) Iyengars.

except one hous

Brahmins
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rs of i
few people with their fufee g 1o o

age belong to the ¢ Thenkalaj ®

ufts j , .
fs in the front and (hese are said to form ¢, Brahmins of this village are also known as Sozhias or the ‘Brahmins of the Chola country.’

Majority of the Brahmins of this village are engaged in the temple service. Out of the fifteen
households of Iyengars in this village, heads of nine households are engaged in the temple
service ; of them one is a cook and the others are priests attached to the Perumal temple. The
Iyer Brahmin also is engaged as a priest in Vada Jambunathar temple. He belongs to the sub-
sect of Gurukkals whose traditional occupation is priesthood in Siva and Subramaniar temples.
These Gurukkals are considered a little inferior by other Brahmins. Educationally and
economically they are very backward. As between Srivaishnavities (Iyengars) and Smarthas
(Iyers) coming under the broad group of Brahmins, there are certain small differences in
conventions, though both the sects perform alike the religious rites from birth to death like
upanayanam, marriage, funeral etc. The chief difference arises out of the fact that Srivaishnavites
would not worship Siva, though the Smarthas are cosmopolitan enough to worship both Siva
and Vishnu., The Iyengars do not invoke the blessings of Lord Vigneswara as is done by
Iyers on all auspicious occasions like marriages etc. Instead the Iyengars invoke Vishvaksena.
They prepare Pavithram (dharba grass) and worship it as Vishvaksena instead of the usual lump of

turmeric powder representing Vigneswara.

63. The ritual structure of the Brahmins is different in many respects from that of the
other castes of the village. Their marriage is held usually at the bride’s residence. The
marriage ceremonies of the Iyengars start with the mock pilgri-
mage performed by the bridegroom. The bridegroom is dressed
like a pilgrim and he sets out on a mock pilgrimage to Kasi
in a procession headed by the music. At the outskirts of the village, he is met by his future
father-in-law who dissuades him from going on the pilgrimage and requests him to come home and
get wedded to his daughter. The bridegroom formally signifies his consent and returns to the
The Thenkalai or the Poorvasigaj Tyen marriage pandhal where the groom and the bride are seated on a swing and are given sugared milk.
have their tufis i the front, gars The Vadakalaj or A . 64. The wedding proper commences with the tying of Prathisarams, i.e., yellow

have thejr tuftsrzir?li;gile;:engam coloured threads, around the wrists of the bride and the groom. The purohit who officiates at

' the wedding proclaims the names of the parties and their Gotras. This is followed by the

Dharai Varthal ceremony during which the bride’s parents pour milk over the united hands
of the couple to signify the fact of their giving away their daughter to the groom. This is
followed by the Thali tying ceremony. One peculiarity among the Brahmins is that the groom
ties the Thali around the bride’s neck, when the bride is seated on her father’s lap. The Thali
is tied amidst the chanting of vedic verses by Brahmin priests. The other invitees to the
wedding bless the couple by throwing yellow coloured rice over them. After performing certain
oblations in the sacred fire, the groom takes the right foot of the bride and makes her touch
a grinding stone three times. This ceremony is known as Ammi Mithithal and has reference
to the legend of Ahalya in Ramayana. This ceremony is believed to check the unchaste
desires, if any, of the bride. This is followed up by the ceremony known as Arunthathi
Parthal during which the Arunthathi star, an emblem of chastity, is pointed out to the bride.
After these ceremonies, the bridal pair go round the sacred fire seven times which marks
the end of the wedding ceremonies. In the evening some ceremony is held to ward off
the effects of evileyes. The consummation of the marriage among the Brahmins is celebrated
on a separate day, when the couple are presented with traditional gifts by the bride’s parents.

65. Like many other communities in the village, the Brahmins also cremate their dead ;

but they bury the infants below three years and persons dying of diseases like Small pox and
Cholera. Immediately after the death, the body is washed and

certain religious marks are made on the forehead of the corpse,
Some purificatory ceremonies are also performed to propitiate for
the sins committed by the deceased. The members of the bereaved family go round the corpse

ar. For the youn thrice before it is placed on the bier. On the way to th.e burning gha.t, cooked rice is thrown
ger “on the path to propitiate the evil spirits. At the burning ground, rice and ghee are thrown

sect. We came
¢ orthodox ge

across only g
clion among

Marriage ceremenies

Funeral ceremonies

the Iyengars., M
generation, crop seems to be the compromis
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over the corpse before the pyre is lit by the eldest son of the deceased. The eldest son also

goes round the pyre thrice with a new pof filled with water and breaks i :
the corpse- s it on the head-side of

66. Death entails pollution for ten days in a Brahmin household and the eldest f
the deceased has to perform oblations daily for these ten days to a stone set up t b
the soul of the deceased. On the day after the cremation, the mortal remains opf tt(: rgprescnt
are collected and thrown into a tank or 'a river. On the tenth day, the purificator ” eceaned
like Punniyahavachanam are performed to terminate the pollation and the close relatji,v:ser:::o?:is

67. The other important ceremony in the life circle of a Br g
b 3 o ahmin is the
Upanayanam which every Brahmin boy should undergo. It is only after t;:"erglg;yhgz
undergone Upanayanam that he is recognised as a spiritually
full-fledged Brahmin and can take part in the religious ceremonies

This ceremony of Upanayanam is usuall
; y © g y performed wh
boys are about seven or eight years old and it is attended with as much rituals and ccrerflr:)ntil;z

as a marriage. On the day of the Upanayanam, the ceremonies st i :
and the performance of oblations in the sacred fire under th:r:p:g:llt;wefer:t};edrs s X;S\;aksena
boy is shaved by a barber and is given a ceremonial bath. While he is seated 'paP T
sacred fire, the dharba grass is wound round his body amidst the chantin fm 4 i
The boy also performs oblations in the sacred fire and repeats the vedic vergse : hvedlc oy s
surrounding purohits. The youth is then invested with the sacred thread AS cl ante.d i
over both the boy and the Guru seated next to him and the latter recit.es GCOth' e
mantras softly into the former’s ears. This is known as Brahma Upathesa ay;tr, 'an'd.o.ther
the boy into the religious life. The function comes to a close with the feedirr':gagf g:les .lmt.ntates
! invitees.

68. The sacred thread is renewed ever
; y year on the da i Avi
The Upanayanam ceremony entails considerable expenditure. As a mea);ur(:zf ;?eec:rram eivinein
omy, many

of the Brahmins celebrate Upanayanam as part of the marriage ceremonies, as a Brahmi
s in must

have undergone Upanayanam before he can get married. T
s »Eh
the Iyengars is thicker in size than that worn by Iyers. R s,

Upanayanam

69. Brahmins do not generally celebrate the attai
tainment i
t}}ey are expected to marry their daughters before puberty. eNo‘(;)vf tlljllcl)ge;ty OfB glrlsf becau.se
his daughters early, he does not, however, celebrate the puberty ceren?onr;ro rfllel:n llgl;mes
: 9 ever,

keeps the girl separate and gives her Puttu which i i
“the is nothing b i i
occasion is reserved for the inner circle within the close relafives:l Phimtopriion ol

70. The Pandarams of this village call th
). . emselve i
strong Saivites like the Saiva Pillais. Lord Muruga is theisr fnd:{gtfyggi'tfang‘;mtr?ad?trilg a;]e
. . . n,
Pandarams are the‘ priests in the Non-brahmin temples. T; 4
are ranked fairly high in the social scale along with the oth?:'

high-castes like the Reddiars and Pillai Th ua

59 . g illais. i ucture

of the Pandarams is identical with that of the Pillais except for a few diffelf:e;(:;s linStr i
matters

of detail. Unlike the Pillais, the Pandarams do
' Ilais, . not engage Brahmin pri i i
?vedd}ngS, but hav.e their own priests for the purpose. Unlike th: rllg(:isltlati(:: OfIliClate wileme
invariably bury their dead, but their funeral ceremonies are same as those of t’het Pe_uP_andaramS
; illais.

e 71.‘T0dl:lans. are a Telug}l-speakmg caste, They are described in the C
of as ank diggers, well sinkers and road makers by tradition’ Th: wsfgu Sof‘;fpo'_“
said to be a corruption of the S it ks

anskrit term Odhra
i’or }tlhe couptry now called Orissa. These people ar,e t:: H:SI:;
e Ko B ot do ave migrated from Orissa south-wards during the tipnll) of
£ n goddess called Ankamma is the caste deity of the Oddans 'Fh e
; er

are two sects among the Oddans, namely, the Kal Oddans (stone workers) and the Man

* Thurston’s ‘ Castes and Tribes of South India.’

Pandarams

Oddans

.
LA

&

A boy belonging to the Thenkalai Iyengar sect. Note

the Poorvasigai or the Front Kudumi and the ‘Y’

shaped Namam on his forehead. It is only a few

of the orthodox people who still have the traditional

modes of hair dressing and this boy belongs to that
orthodox minority.

A Brahmin household of the village.




An agricultural labourer of the village. The upper garment
is known as ‘ Thundu’ (Towel) and is worn round the
shoulders. The hair is very rarely oiled and combed.

The saree and the choli form
the women-folk of this vill
the photograph be
which forms the pc

he woman seen

longs to the Ch
; orest section o
torn choli and the absence of

indicate her extreme po

akkiliya community

ornaments on her

‘a

o
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Oddans (earth workers). They form two distinct sects and no social inter-course, like
marriage takes place between them. The Kal Oddans consider themselves to be superior to the
Man Oddans. Out of the seventeen households of the Oddans in this village, only four households
belong to the Man Oddan sect and all the rest are Kal Oddans. In recent times, some of the
Kal Oddans suffix the title Chetti to their names and call themselves Oddan Chetiies.

72. The marriage ceremonies of Oddans are rather simple, but nowadays some well-
to-do Oddans show a tendency to imitate the marriage ceremonies of the higher castes. The
Oddans do not use Thalis made of gold, but only a string of blaf:k beads. One peculiar
custom among the Oddans is that after tying the 7hali, tl}e couple go in a procession to a tank,
where the bridegroom digs up some mud and the bride cgrrnes\ three l?askets-full of mud to some
distance. This indicates their traditional occupation which they believe to have been divinely*
ordained. They do not have the ceremonies like Dha(az Varthal, Ammi Mithithal and
Arunthathi Parthal which are peculiar to the high caste Hindus. According to Mr. Thurston,
castes which allow divorce and widow re-marriage generally do not observe thesc? ceremonies.
Oddans permit divorce as well as re-marriage of the divorced women and the widows.

73. The ceremonies attendant on the attainment of puberty by a girl are slightly
different among the Oddans. When an Oddan girl attains. puberty, she is kept secluded in a
temporary hut and margosa leaves and a few pieces of iron are kept at the entrance of the
hut to ward off the evil spirits. Pollution is observgd_ for seven‘day.s .and on the. seventh day,
the temporary hut is burnt down. In order to propitiate the evil spirits, a fowl is cut, waved
round the head of the girl thrice and thrown away.

74. Kusavans are Tamil-speaking potters. The lf?gend says .that they are the off-springs
of a Brahmin father and a Sudra mother. Many in this community wear the sac.red thread.
They are both Saivites and Vaishnavites. They are divided into
several endogamous sections ou territorial basis. They style
themselves as Udayars and Velars. Some of the members in
this community act as Pujaris in Pidari temple. ’Fhese pujaris are also skilled in .making
hollow images of Pidaris, Muniappans etc., and thelr-vaganams of horses, bulls etc., in clay.
The Kusavans are non-vegetarians aud their ceremonies g'enerally foll.ow the pattern of the
vellalas of the area. They do not allow divorce.,.re-marrlage and wnd.ow marnage.' In.the
marriage ceremonies of Vellalas the bridal party visits the house of thej v1llage-pott.er with pipes
and drums to take delivery of the ceremonial pots and places them in the marr.lage pandhal.
These ornamental pots are said to rePresent the 33 crores of Devas. For making mud-pots,
they use the age-old implements of horizontal fly wheel.

Kusavans

75. The word Paraya is derived from the word Paraf‘ meaning a ‘Drum’ as
parayans are employed as drummers during the funerals afld village festivals. Among the
Parayans, the betrothal of a girl is generally effected by the
bride-groom’s party putting sandal on her forchead. Marriages
generally take place in the grooms’ houses. Like many of the
Sudra castes, they also have the system of Parisam Pa{zam or the bride.’s price which is
paid by the groom to the bride. Usually, Valluvaps officiate at the vf'eddmgs. D.xvorce is
recognised among the Parayans and when a wife is divorced, she has. to give her Thali bac!c to
her husband and also a thread from her saree in token of the dissolution of the marriage.
The dissolution of the marriage is effected by the caste Panch.ayat. Widow remarriage is a!so
recgonised among the Parayans. Parayans generally bury their dead: Death entails pollutlc?n
for sixteen days. On the day of the funeral, the funer?l. celebrant is nf)t allode any salt in
his food. They also have the custom of Vaikku A.rzsz Poduthal dux.'mg 'whlch the clos,e
relatives of the deceased go round the corpse thrice and drop rice into the corpse’s

mouth.

Parayans
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76. The Chakkiliyans are the

leather workers by tradition and occupy the

lowest rank in the

Chakkiliyans social scale. Both

the Parayans and

the Chakkiliyans claim to be superior to

each other. The sect of Chakkiliyans living

here are known as Pagadars. The Chakkiliyans

have the right to remove the dead cattle in

the village and in return, they should supply

the leather buckets for well-irrigation. The

headman of the Chakkiliyans officiates at
their weddings.

77. The population of this village

A typical hut in the village. The raised portion in 3 SR :
front of the house is known as Thinnai and is distributed between 512 households and 4 r
there are equal number

it serves as a lounge for the visitors.
of dwellings in the
village. A majority
of the dwellings are thatched huts. Out of the 512 dwellings, 387 dwellings are thatched
huts and the rest are tiled or terraced houses.

Material culture :
Dwellings

TABLE No. 1I—House Types
A single roomed hut in the village. The roof is made of korai grass and the walls are built

No. of houses with roofs No. of houses with walls No. of houses with of mud. Note the cattle tied behind the house. Washing and
made of built of bathing is done in front of the house.
— —_——H e ——— (13 R s O ey
No. of houses o @ " e Cog 3 = S,
3 G5Gise - e @ Q u »n = 8 5 +1
S8 8% 20 fsEf 2% 8 5 & 25§ EE pf %% 4
— O A -~ = o =
Ehémgwga_— B R O =B 2&:8Q:Bou:mq:
512 41 SR SR 428 28 56 Po R TR C
Thus, nearly 75% of the dwellings _
, . v
are thatched huts. The affluent section of 4
the village population comprising of the : P
Brahmins, Pillais and Reddiars mostly live : ~
in terraced or tiled houses. The poorer i bt "
section, comprising of the Harijans, the ¢ :%'l[fr{lmlulfu T‘Tlﬂ“\\ﬂ‘?\{%\\hl%ﬂ HLAHE
4 b ; ; ive 1 ] (RELN RS AR LU
Chakkiliyans and the Oddans mostly live in AN TR TR CTRTRY T O Y SR Y
thatched huts. A good number of the ﬂTml-rYEler i 1
Mudaliars and the Muthurajahs have tiled M
houses.
78. In the main village, most of the
tiled and terraced houses are occupied by g
the Brahmins and the Mudaliars. The other
communities like the Oddans, Pandarams
and Muthurajahs are living in thatched huts.
In the Paracherry near the main village,
except for two tiled houses, all the rest are T;l"he latest type of terraced house in the village.
thatched huts. In Salapatty hamlet, the he front portion of the house is roofed with tiles
Attt f the dwelli itl il and the upstairs portion is roofed with :
majority of the dwellings are either tiled leaves and korai grass. .g"
\ e which is roofed with palmyra leaves. The side enclosure in front of

| Another hut in the villag

the house is for bathing. Note also the utensils in the foreground, most of which are earthenware,



A tiled house in the village. Note the dirty surroundings of the house. The fire wood is heaped
in front of the house. The goat is also tied in the front courtyard.
which is a common and cheap item of furniture found in most of the houses

A medium-sized tiled house in the village.

Note also the cot

Note the walls built of random rubble

T ————

b
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or terraced houses. These tiled houses T
belong to the Reddiars and the Pillais. The ¥
other communities like the Chakkiliyans,
Oddans and Kusavans are living in thatched
huts. In Kalavaipatty hamlet, nearly 90% of
the dwellings are thatched huts. This hamlet
is predominantly occupied by the Muthurajahs.

HALL

79. The roofing for the huts consists

of eitherdried Cumbu stacks or dried korai

grass. It is l

Housing materials note - worthy J {

that only in a

few huts the roofing is partly made of

palmyra leaves and in an overwhelming — C
majority of the cases, the roofing consists
only of Cumbu stacks or korai grass. Frame

PIAL PIAL

w i 1

(;rks madé of thick bamboos or palmyl:a The ground plan of a single-roomed hut. Cooking
rafters are used to support the roofing in is done in a corner of the hall and there is no
these huts. The walls are built of mud, but separate kitchen in this house.

supported by fairly strong foundations which
consist of random rubble and mud built to a depth of one to one and a half feet below
the ground level.

80. Most of the tiled houses are covered with the country tiles and a few with the
Mangalore tiles. Seventeen houses are covered with the asbestos sheets. A few of these tiled
houses have walls built partly out of mud and partly out of unbaked bricks. In the majority
of the tiled houses the walls are built out of burnt bricks and granite stones. The flooring
in a majority of the houses is made of only mud. In about 428 dwellings or about 83:6% .
of the dwellings, the flooring is made of mud. Only 31 houses have cement flooring and in
53 houses the flooring is done with square shaped thin bricks.

81. A majority of the dwellings in
s this village are single-roomed dwellings where

G . ; ¥
_“U'_ the same room is used for cooking, sleeping
ROOM -BACK YARD PIAL and other purposes. 334 houses or 65% of
the houses are single-roomed houses. Only
‘H__' > about 35% of the houses have more than one
' room and these are mostly the tiled and
U terraced houses. Most of the huts are single-
roomed dwellings, except for stray cases

ROOM HALL
where the hut is partitioned into two rooms,
The congestion is most pronounced in the
_ﬁ_ﬂﬁ small huts occupied by the Chakkiliyans,
RO Oddans and a few of the Parayans. In
PIAL ik these quarters, it is not uncommon to find
a family of about five to six living in a
small hut, measuring 8 x6’ or 8'x8". It
costs about Rs. 130-00 to build a hut measur-
ing 8'x8’. The entrance to these huts is
'Fhe ground plan of a  Caitly Big Bouse. rather low. Consequently, any one wishix?g
The pial or the front verandah is a common to enter these huts has to bend low to avoid

feature of many houses. being hit by the roof.
T. V—4
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TABLE No. 1II

Households by number of rooms and by number of persons occupying

Households Households  Households Households Households

g with no regular ' with one with two with three with four or
o g B room room rooms rooms more rooms
O% -4 O_E C 2} ( N ey —A— ——H
Comtirinity zg o Zg o3 ?}é R B R Y
25 £ =5 970 c§ 33 sE % ¢ 55 9B %% oE
B3 5 PH «§ FR g8 A g SRIG EEE.FE
= g Hd z3 H2» Z8 3 Z8 Bx» Z3 B> Z3 mm
S 4 88 -2 BB ‘A BE A SRS 3¢
& & & & al:
) @ 3) @) G) (6 @) @ O (10) A1 (12) (13) (14
Muthurajah 307 441 1,349 9 37 192 609 85 323 11 92 10 88

Senguntha Mudaliar 40 62 126 2 10 19 40 14 61 B 18

Pillai 25 28 86k i 22 73 3 13

Reddiar 18 24 65 ... 15 49 LA T

Brahmin 16 34 71 1 4 3 12 8 37 1 6 3 18

Pandaram 14 18 51 10 28 4 23

Achari 6 5 16 1 3 J 13

Pandithar 7 9 22 5 13 2 9

Oddan 17 25 91 1 4 10 39 6 48

Parayan 34 54 W7o 21 80 10 61 & 526

Chakkiliyan! 12 17 62 .. 10 45 1 0 cariiuls 1 11

Others 16 . RS e RN 8 24 7 4 ... 1 4
Total 512 745 2,184 14 58 320 1,025 140 828 23 155 15, 121

82. The most common item of furniture in the village is the cot. It is of local make

and costs Rs. 4 to 5. It is made of wooden or bamboo frame and coir ropes. There are 445

cots in this village. Out of this, 10 to 12 cots are made of good

Furniture timber. There are 150 benches and 180 stools in the village.

The benches are found mostly among the Muthurajahs, Mudaliars

and the Brahmins. The benches are locally made with country-wood and are cheap. Most of

the stools in the village are found in the diamond dressing workshops. There are also 54

chairs, 55 tables and 173 wooden almirahs in the village. Most of these almirahs are found in

the Muthurajahs’ houses. No doubt, the well-to-do Pillais and the Reddiars and a few of the

Brahmins possess these almirahs, but the bulk of them are owned by the Muthurajahs who use

them to store the Synthetic diamonds. There are about five radio sets in the village in addition

to the one available in the Panchayat Office. Four of these radio sets are owned by the
Muthurajahs and the fifth is owned by a Pillai.
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{$ A street scene in the main village—the quarters occupied by the Pandarams.
|
|
)
.
'
P
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| ~ i i i — arters occupied by the Muthurajahs,
G Another street scene 1n the main village—the quarters )
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The Chakkiliya quarters in the village. Electricity has not been extended to this part of
the village and the kerosene lamp installed by the panchayat can be seen in the forc-ground

Cattle shed is just behind the dwelling.

The insanitary dwellings in the village.
Note the washed clothes hanging on the string.
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&
‘ .83. All the sections of the village population use only the earthenware for cooking,
except the Brahmins who use bronze or brass vessels for cooking. Generally, even the rich
‘among the Non-brahmins use only the earthenware for cooking,
Utensils even though they can afford utensils made of metals, because of
the belief that food cooked in the earthenware is good to the
body. The richer section of the population comprising of the Brahmins, Pillais, Reddiars and
a handful of the Muthurajahs and Mudaliars use bronze vessels for storing water. Poorer
sections use only the earthen pot for this purpose. For other purposes, the well-to-do sections
generally use utensils made of brass and of late, stainless steel utensils are becoming
popular among them. The poorer people use the cheap aluminium utensils mostly.
The brass utensils used by the comparatively
affluent section of the village. These vessels are used for storing water.
Some of the other utensils found in the village.
. The Bucket shown in the left hand corner is used for drawing water from the wells,
* ’
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TABLE No. 1V

Possession of furniture and consumer goods

No. of househgtds possessing No. of households possessing
Community (ﬁ = - e —-5: o P o T
< &% 3~ @ £ 0 F° 3
(¢} @ @ 4 G ® 6 O a0 an 12 13 (14) (15) (16)
Muthurajah 71 26 111 271 24 84 4 .. 286 4 .. IS5 44 35
Senguntha .
Mudaliar 25 13 13 33 9 9 .. 1 35 2 3 6
Pillai 4 4 13 22 2 16 1 .. 21 5 2 4
Reddiar 1 7 17 1 13 .. 17 . 2 3
Brahmin 12 7 14 11 10 9 12 2 6
Pandaram 3 1 1 11 . 3 .. 14 3
Achari 3 . 2 4 2 2 ... 5
Pandithar 3 1 3 6 2 5 7 . 1 6
Oddan 5 4 14 7 . . 16 .. .. 1
Parayan 14 3 31 TR § O 32
Chakkiliyan 3 .. 2 11 2 6 .. .. 1m ... ...
Others 6 2 7 14 3 8 .. 1 15 1 1 2 11 ‘ 4

Total 150 54 180 445 55 173 5 2 471 14 1 2 14 52 1

84. There is nothing novel to report about the dressin
. g patterns of th i
village. The common dress for the male consists of the dhoti and %c)he shirt. MZrll);oc?f]ihprt)}gts'
pec?ple are bare bodi‘.sd and they have only a dhoti round their
waists and a towel either tied round the head or hanging on

the shoulder. These people wear shi i i
‘ ‘ irts only on festive occasio
and whenever they go out. The Brahmin priests attached to the temple vglear their dhotisasilnn:

slightly different fashion. They wind the dhoti round the two legs, fold the two ends of the
dhoti and tuck it in at the back of their waists. This method of w ari ii
as the Panchakatcham method. earing the dhotl Is Known

Dress

. 85. The common dress for the females is the eight yards saree and the choli. Th
majority of the women-folk of this village who are poor, use only the coarse type of han.dl :
sarees which cost between Rs. 12 to 15 each. The working females seem to pref: :j)omk
coloured sarees, as they think that dark colours hide dirt for long periods. The wol:n erf lka‘r
the affluent section, of course, wear finer varieties of sarees which cost more. Man st{l-ﬂ? ;)5
women do not seem to be wearing cholies, but cover themselves with the sarees ‘ "1)",1 d .
widows is simple but in no way different from that of other women-folk. + The dress of

86. Possession of ornaments is dependent on the economic status of the parties
Nevertheless, there are a few common ornaments which every female member, whether rich or'

poor, wishes to possess. They are a pair of ear-studs and a pair
of nose-screws made of gold. These are given to every woman

at her marriage, however poor the fami
_ ) T s ily be. More ornaments
can be found with the richer families. Every poor man manages to buy at least a pair of

ear-studs and a pair of nose-screws out of his savings or by borrowing, when he gives his

Ornaments

The ear ornament worn by the old women.
This is known as Poochikoodu.

The ear-ornaments worn by the
well-to-do women.
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daughter in marriage. Thali made of gold indicating
the married state is worn by all married women.
Golusu is a silver anklet found with most of the
women. In well-to-do families, the women also
wear golden bangles, rings and neck-chains. They
also wear a fascinating ornament known as
Thongattam which is suspended from the ear-studs.
The older women wear the ear-ornament known as
Poochikoodu. They also wear a thick golden chain
tightly round their neck and this is known as
Saradu. Of late, the poorer sections of the village
population like the Chakkiliyans and Oddans have
taken to cheap imitation ornaments.

87. The ear-studs and the nose-screws worn
by the women-folk are studded with synthetic

Lolakku

Thallukku

Kammal

The ear ornament worn by the men-
folk of the village. This is known
as ‘Kadukkan.® °
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The anklet worn by the women folk of the village.
This is known as Golusu in local parlance and it is made of silver.

diamond-stones. Polishing of synthetic diamond-stones is a household industry in this village and
this explains their partiality for stones. Pendants are studded with the synthetic diamond stones
and attached to the neck chains. It is interesting to observe that men-folk wear small ear-
studs which are known in the local parlance as Kadukkans. According to a rough estimate,
about 10% of the men-folk wear Kadukkans. They generally belong to the Muthurajah community.

88. 93-5% of the households have been returned as non-vegetarians. The 33 vegetarian
households include all the Brahmins, Acharis, Saiva Pillais and the Arya Vaisya Chettiars.
Abstention from meat is a mark of social superiority among the

Hindus and generally the high caste people are vegetarians
by birth. All the other communities of the village are non-
vegetarians by birth. Even among the non-vegetarians, there is certain amount of difference between

the high castes and the low castes. Communities ranked high in the social order will not eat
beef or pork, but Parayans or Chakkiliyans who are ranked lower would eat beef and pork.
The Parayans and Chakkiliyans of this village have given up beef and pork for the past seven or
eight years in accordance with the decision of their Caste Panchayats. All the households in
this village have two or three meals a day. The staple diet for the people of this village is rice
for the rich and the middle-class and for the poorer classes it is cumbu, cholam, and ragi.
Rice is comparatively a luxury for the poor classes.

Diet

89. It may be of interest to study the food habits of the important communities of

this village. The Brahmins usually live on two meals a day and almost all of them take only
rice and a few take wheat with rice. The dietary pattern of the

Brahmins is as follows. They have their coffee in the early

morning and have a good meal between 10 and 11 A, M. They
again have a cup of coffee between 3 and 4 P. M. in the afternoon and then follow it up with

another meal in the night. Some of them also have light refreshments in the -afternoon.

Food habits

b

¥

A closer view of the operation.
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92. The main village is provided with good drinking water supply. There is an
overhead tank with fourteen taps vs‘/hich supply drinking water to the people around the temple. This
over-head tank was constructed in the year 1939 by the temple

authorities and was repaired by a devotee of the temple in 1957.

; This overhead tank was originally constructed to supply water to
the temple and in the course of time fourteen street taps have been added. The residents of

the main village draw the water from these taps. Supply of water through these taps is
restricted for certain hours during the day and people store up their requirements of water
during those times. During summer when the water level in the tank goes down, the supply

of water through the taps is further restricted. At those times people take water from the wells.
There are two public wells and a number of private wells in the main village.

93. Paracherry is a little away from the main village. Five years back a tap was installed
in Paracherry connecting it to the overhead tank in the main village. But the supply of water
through this tap is negligible both because of the distance from the overhead tank and because
of Paracherry being on a higher level. Most of the people in the Paracherry draw their

drinking water from the public well constructed by the Government under the Rural Water
Supply Scheme.

Water supply

94. There is one public well and three private wells in Salapatty hamlet to supply
water to the residents. The public well constructed under the Rural Water Supply Scheme is
near the Chakkiliyans dwellings. As the Chakkiliyans draw their water from this well, the other
residents of the Salapatty hamlet do not take water from this well. They take their water
from the private wells. Sometimes, these wells get dried up during the summer and at such
times, the residents obtain their water from the irrigation wells nearby.

95. In Kalavaipatty hamlet, there is a big public well and four private wells. An
automatic pumpset has been installed in the public well about four years back. All the
residents of Kalavaipatty, except the Chakkiliyans obtain their water from the public well and
the other private wells. The Chakkiliyans of Kalavaipatty do not have any separate well and
cannot also draw water from the public well from which the high caste Hindus of the village
take their water. The Chakkiliyans obtain their water from the nearby irrigation wells and
tanks. When water gets dried up in these irrigation wells, the Chakkiliyans appeal to the mercy
of the high caste Hindus who draw some water and pour it into the pots of the Chakkiliyans.

During our survey, it was a constant complaint of the Chakkiliyans of Kalavaipatty that they do
not have a separate drinking water well for them.

96. Since the water table in this village is 35 to 40 feet below the ground level,
drawing water from these wells is quite a difficult job for the women-folk. In this respect, the
residents of the main village and a few sections of the Kalavaipatty are blessed in the sense
that they get water from the taps attached to the overhead tank and the automatic pumpset.
The automatic pumpset at Kalavaipatty gets out of order frequently

and necessitates the
drawing of water from the public well which is about 30 feet deep.

97. The village, on the whole, presents a clean appearance, except for the dwellings

of the Chakkiliyans, Oddans and a few of the Harijans. The Chakkiliyans’ dwellings are
congested and their cleanliness has to be improved. The field

Health and Sanitation workers of this village normally bathe daily in the temple tanks

and in the irrigation wells in the village. Many of the high

caste people also bathe daily, but it is not uncommon to find people who bathe only once a
week.

98. Digestive diseases, respiratory diseases, fever and small-pox are some of the
common diseases with which the people of this village are afflicted. In the last ten years,
there have been 72 deaths because of fever, 41 deaths due to dysentery and diarrhoea and 17
deaths due to respiratory diseases. The number of deaths due to other causes were 354 and

| B B
! »
A street in the main village. Note the water tap in the foreground.
Protected water supply is available only in the main village.
/
/
/
/
) L
»
\ The public drinking water well in Kalavaipatty hamlet. An electrically
B,

S

operated pump-set has been fitted to this well.




A girl drawing water from the irrigation well,

A woman bringing water all the way from an
irrigation well,

W
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this includes deaths due to small-pox, old age etc. Small-pox is almost a regular occurrence
every year, especially during the summer. There are no medical facilities in the village. The
nearest hospital is the Panchayat Union Hospital at Manachanallur, four miles away,
A few private practitioners are found at Manachanallur, and also in Pulivalam, five miles
from this village. Maternity assistance is available only in Omandur. There are two Muthu-
rajahs in the village who can cure snake-bite and scorpion-bite by their indigenous methods
like Padam Poduthal.

99. Generally, the poorer section of the village population take pills like Anacin,
Aspro and Saridon which are sold in the local shops. They take these pills on the advice
of the shop-keepers for minor ailments like fever, head-ache and stomach-ache. The illiterate
people of this village do not even know the names of these pills and they refer to them
as Fever pills, Head-ache pills and Stomach-ache pills. 1t is not uncommon for the
dishonest shop-keeper to pass offt the same type of pills as Fever pills to one man and
as Stomach-ache pills to the other! When these poor people find that their ailments do
not respond to these locally available pills, they seek the help of the doctors. Some of
them go to Manachanallur or Pulivalam for medical assistance and a few others who have
belief in native medicine seek the help of the native physicians in Thirampalayam, about one
and a half miles from this village. The maternity cases are attended to either by taking
the cases to Omandur or by bringing the Maternity Assistant from there. In cases of normal
birth, no maternity assistance is sought for except by rich persons. Only in cases where
the child birth is attended with some complications or some unbearable pain for the mother,
maternity assistance is' sought after. )

TABLE No. VI
Medical Care
No. of maternity cases Ordinary medical treatment

€ s §) C A S

5 g o v 2 7] ‘8 2
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(1) 2) 3 4 ) (6) @) (8) ©) (1) (1D
Muthurajah 196 3 23 10
Senguntha Mudaliar 10 11 5 1 13
Pillai 16 1 2 12
Reddiar 11 1 9
Brahmin 8 4 4
Pandaram 8 2 8
Achari 2, 1 e 3
Pandithar 3 1 5
Oddan 9 V 8
Parayan 8 3 2 7]
Chakkiliyan 6 . 3
Others 10 4 12
Total 287 11 49 1 255
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100. This village will have a full- .
A philanthropist by name Chidambaram Pilla preed o Deds shortly.
of rupces for the construction of a hospital in the village. A site extendin ov°na;c?6one lakh
the road side has already been purchased by this philanthropist and g wfll ierb o e qn
the site. This village has been chosen for two reasons. Firstly, it is said tos bemg dug in
ment of a vow taken by Sri Chidambaram Pillai in return to his wishes granted b tE 11;1 -
the presiding deity of the village. Secondly, this village, which is on a higheryl e1 erumal,
a low humidity is believed to be a healthier place compar evel and has

| midit ed to the surroundin i
this hospital is completed, the long-felt needs of the poor folk of this villagf :vzglifc? ‘bewnlx]:tn

fledged dispensary with
i of Omandur has a

CHAPTER I

POPULATION

101.  According to our present survey, the village has a population of 2,184 persons,

comprising of 1,101 males and 1,083 females. In the year 1951, the village had a population of

1,997 persons, comprising of 988 males and 1,009 females. The

Rate of population increase present population represents an increase of 9-4% over the 1951

population. This rate of increase is slightly higher than the rate

of increase in the district (8:4%) but lower than the taluk rate of increase (11-4%). In the last

ten years, there has been a net addition of 152 persons, by excess of births over deaths as
detailed below:

Males Females
Births - 212 333
Deaths 246 247
Net addition 66 86

— —

So the actual rate of increase is 9'4% as compared with the natural rate of increase, namely,
7:6%. Tt is likely that there is some under registration. Asithe village is in a state of decay, the
rate of increase seems to be reasonable.

102. The population of this village, according to the Census count taken in February to
March 1961, was 2,276 persons comprising of 1,122 males and 1,154 females. This figure exceeds
the survey figures by 92. Our survey was conducted in August 1961, i.e., about six months after
the Census count. As per the 1961 Census figures, there are 21 males and 7! females in excess
of the survey figures. There is only one explanation which suggests itself for this difference in
the two counts taken at two points of time. The most important festivals in the village are held
during the months of February and March. The annual festival for Perumal temple draws a large
number of devotees from far off places. Many people from outside visit their relatives in this
village during February and March. It is quite possible that these guests and visitors were counted
during the Census count, and these people had left the village before the survey was taken up.
The decrease in population during Socio Economic Survey might also be because of the temporary
exodus of agricultural labourers to adjoining wet areas for Kuruvai harvest.

103. This village has an area of 4'8 square miles and the density of population is 455

persons per square mile. The average density for the district is 575 persons per square mile.
The village lies in an arid tract which is sparsely populated when

Density compared to other fertile areas of the district. The population

of the village is distributed between 512 households and the

average size of the household works out to 426 persons. Olft of the 512 households, 58 house-
holds (11-4%) are single member households. Many of the single-member households consist of
widows. Another 29% of the households are small-households with two to three members each
and the bulk of the households namely, 45-7% are medium-sized households with four to six
members each. Only about 71 households or 13-9% of the tota} households are large households
with membership of seven and above. Most of these large-sized households, are found among
Brahmins, Vania Chettiars, Velars, Kal Oddans, Para}j(ans, Chal.(kili‘yans and I\{Iuthu‘rajahs_ The
types and sizes of families among different communities of this village are given in the tables

below,
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TABLE No. VII 104. The population of the village is distributed between the various age-groups as
detailed below. They havc also been classified according to their marital status.
Size of houscholds '

Single member 2-3 members 4-6 members 7-9 members 10 rr:iembers TABLE No. IX
A A ) N and over
‘a - I YT ey ‘ Age and Marital status
No. of % ] 8 % ] 3 '% @ 8 % 5 3 @
* - — ] @ 2 [ . . : H
Community hhoxise- § '“;’, g S % ‘é’ 5 = E 5 2 'é % 2 '9«; Age groups Total Population Never -nlarrled Ma_rzled Widowed
olds 2 3 2 = 4 ] S - A \ e s —A—— A
:g * & E = t é - & ;S; = o E = E (in years) Ir’;rsons Males Females Males Femal—e_; Males Females Males Females
All ages 2,184 1,101 1,083 558 415 468 470 75 198
) 2) 3 4\ 5 6 7 8 9
G @& 6 & O 6 (9 W an 12 a3y a9 as a6 Jn 0- 14 277 147 130 147 130
Muthvrojah 307 35 9 26 85 102 111 139 346 334 36 144 135 12 72 70 5-9 245 12 133 112 133
Senguntha '
Mudaliar 40 8 1 7 16 17 22 15 38 34 3 4 10 - 14 215 Ha o e 19 1
Pillai 23 3 1 2 1t 14 16 128 25 .. .. .. . 13- 19 172 - » o1 3 2 44
Reddiar 18 3 2 1 4 6 3 10 27 19 1 3 4 .. 20 - 24 184 87 97 57 7 30 %
Brahmin 16 5 6 6 9 20 27 1 7 1 3 7 25 - 29 199 99 100 26 4 7 92 2 4
Pandaram 14 2 .. 2 5 7 5 5 9 14 2 5 9 . 30 - 34 134 66 68 5 61 51 13
:ch;r; 3 2 2 i 2 2 2 4 5 35 - 44 290 156 134 6 132 96 18 38
andithar 5 3 8
- 83 . 28 89
Oddan 17 o e . 4 4 S 9 26 20 3 13 10 1 ¢ 4 45 - 59 322 149 173 SO 121
Parayan 3 03 .. 3 6 9 7 17 s2 3 7 28 25 1 60 & over 146 8 68 1 3 Bz 54
Chakkiliyan 12 . 4 5 6 6 15 18 1 5 2 1 6 5
Others 16 2 .. 2 3 5 3 8 22 17 3 14 9
Total 512 58 15 43 149 182 191 234 595 551 55 216 205 16 93 . 93 .
AGE PYRAMID
TABLE No. VIII MALES FEMALES
. Age Group : - - Age Group
C ommunities and the types of families 60 and over - | s 60 and over:
. Total number Types of families living in the houscholds 45.59 X 45.59
Community of households o . - - - 2
Simple Intermediate ¥ Joint Others 35. 4 5. 44
M @ ® @) D) ©®) 2. 4 30.34
Muthurajah 307 130 55 47 75
Senguntha Mudaliar 40 16 9 1 14 25-29 B-2
Pillai 25 11 8 6 20.24 b 20-24
Reddiar 18 6 3 9 7 2 .
Brahmin 16 10 3 1 2 5.19 //i 15-19
ia;da.ram 14 8 ) 2 N 0. 14 /‘X’( 10- 14
chari : 6 4 1
]
Pandithar 7 2 1 ‘11 5.9 "%\\\:\\ 5-9
Oddan 17 5 3 4
; > 4 0-4 / / /f;x\\\ 0-4
Parayan 34 11 9 AR -
9 -
Chakkiliyan 12 5 3 ) ; 160 MO 120 100 80 60 40 20 O 20 4 60 8 100 20 O 160
Others 16 3 6 3 . NUMBER OF PERSONS
Total 512 211 102 73 126
Note : * Simple family: (Husband, wife and unmarried children.)
1 Intermediate : (Married couple and unmarried brothers, sisters, one of the pa'rents.) — : . :

I Joint: (Married couple with married sons/daughters or with married brothers, sisters. ) : *
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Nearly, one-third of the village population belong to the - i

in the age group 0-4 alone account for 12.687%, of the villagegpopulatisfeaféogl‘l)ildorel:.in(illllgdarlez
group 5-9 constitute 11'3% of the village population. Persois
gged above 60 form 689, of the total population. The population
o in the group 0-14 in the village forms 33:8%, as against 354 fi

the rural areas of Tiruchirapalli district. This would indicate that either the birth rate j 1or
or there is greater infantile mortality or both. The birth rate in the decade workase ut 1o
302 per thousand and this should be considered as low. So it is clear that the low ercentO“t t(;
the population in the age-group 0-14 is traceable to comparatively lower birth rate irl;’ the a’lgle .
But the place is considered conducive to healthier living, people live longer. This is reﬂectedv'l atg:.
slightly higher percentages of the population in the age groups of 35-59 and over 60. e

105. There are 1,101 males and 1,083 females in this village. This works out to a
ratio of 98'4 females for every 100 males. The sex ratio in the year 1951 was 102 females ?:-
every 100 males. So, in the last ten years, the sex ratio has gone
dovsm by four points. The sex ratio for the district is one of
. parity and the sex ratio for Lalgudi taluk is 103 females for eve
100 males, according to 1961 Census. Analysing the sex ratios of the various age groups weﬁr();
females in excess of males in the age groups, 5-9, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34 and 45-59 Iﬁ allptl’l thn
age groups, the males are in excess of the females. Normally, we would find th.at in hi he g
groups, females would exceed the males. But the pattern in this village is rather irr gl . o
does not admit of any further analysis. eeular and

Age structure

Sex ratio

106. Nearly 43%, of the village population are married ; 12:5% of them are widowed
and the rest are unmarried. 42:'5%, of the males and 43:4% of the females are married. The
most striking thing about the marital structure of the village is the large number of vx;idowed

MARITAL STRUCTURE
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persons. There are 198 widows and 75 widowers in the village. As many as 55 widows are below
45 years of age. Though widow-remarriage is permitted among certain communitics like Chakkiliyans
and Oddans, no widow-re-marriage has taken place in the village in
recent times. The marriageable age for the girls and the boys
are, more or less, the same for all the communities. The
girls normally marry when they are between 15-21. 55% of the girls in the age group 15-19
and 93% of the girls in the age group 20-24 are married. Generally, the boys get married when
they are 24-29. 34% of the boys in the age group 2)-24 and 72% of the boys in the age group
25.29 are married. Only a few men remain unmarried till they are 30.

Marital status

107. There are 521 literates in this village and they constitute 23-86% of the total

population. According to the Census figures of 1951, 23:8% of the population of this village
were literates. Thus, the level of literacy has remained more or

less constant in this village during the last ten years. The level
of literacy of the village is rather low when compared to the
literacy figures of Lalgudi taluk and Tiruchirapalli district. According to 1961 Census figures,
329, of the population in Lalgudi taluk and about 30% of the population of Tiruchirapalli

district are literates.

Level of literacy

TABLE No. X
Education
i 5% & & 20 o 58
Total Tliterate Iv;lit&rg‘tﬁ af 2 -gé g D .§ E §
population educational g 5 EE g 5 2 i
standard g :?J. ST g 25 5 s
B Py P — = > —~— —~— e
28 5 2 2 $ 5§ 5§ 5§ 2§ =g 2¢g = ¢
@ ®» O @& G © O @ ©0) (a2 )0y a5ae anas
All ages 2,184 1,101 1,083 667 996 309 s1 111 36 14
0- 4 2717 147 130 147 130
5-9 245 112 133 6 114 49 19
10 - 14 215 114 101 s7 8 3 9 205
15-19 12 93 19 4 60 25 4 2 15 3
20 - 24 184 81 97 0 8 28 5 269 4
25 -29 199 99 100 59 91 21 3 10 6 3
30 - 34 134 66 68 36 65 21 3 8 1 .
35 -4 200 156 134 g7 129 51 4 101 2
45 - 59 32 149 173 o0 171 46 2 12 1
60& over 146 78 68 55 6 19 2 4
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LITERACY BY AGE-GROUPS
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There are 434 male literates and 87 female literates in this village and they constitute 39:42%
and 8'03% of the total male and female population respectively. Nearly 69% of the literates are
‘literates without educational standards’ who know just to read and write, and another 289, of
the literates have studied upto the Primary level. There are only fourteen people who have studied
upto Matriculation and all of them are males. No female member has studied beyond the
Primary level. A large number of the poor people do not send their children to the school.
Boys and girls of school-going age are either kept at home to look after the babies or sent
to work in the fields or in the diamond-dressing pattarais. It is only now that the value of
éducation is gradually dawning on the village population. There are three schools in the village
in which only 142 boys and girls are studying; 8 teachers are working in these three schools.
Midday meals are served in all the three schools and after the introduction of this scheme,
there was some increase in the attendance. At present, a total number of 51 poor children
are benefited by midday meals scheme.

IRa

The literate section of the village reading News-papers and Magazines.



The Primary

School in the main village,
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108. Table No XI below classifies population according to the working status.
TABLE No. XI
Workers and Non-workers
Total population Workers Non-workers
Ags grovps. . ¢ . ales Persons M:\les Females Perso M JlL Females
(in years) Persons Males Females Person ns ales em
) ® 3) “) ) (6) ) (8) (O] (10)
All ages 2,184 1,101 1,083 911 757 154 1,273 344 929
O 277 147 130 277 147 130
&0 245 112 133 245 112 133
10 - 14 215 114 101 67 50 17 148 64 84
15 -19 172 93 79 114 88 26 158 5 53
g 20 - 24 184 87 97 93 85 8 91 89
25 - 29 199 99 100 109 99 10 90 90
30 - 34 134 66 68 82 66 16 52 52
35 - 44 290 156 134 176 155 21 114 1 113
45 - 59 322 149 173 190 146 , 44 132 3 129
60 & over 146 78 68 80 68 12 66 10 56
PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS AND NON - WORKERS BY SEX
MALES FEMALES
: AGE
; R g GROUPS R P O S
t All ages
, . BT T R S e
: 60 +
T A R I R
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30- 4
G LR R N
20-29
RN A O T
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100 9 8 7o 60 50 40 30 20 0 ¢ 0 10 2 30 4 5 6 7 8 9 Ioo
PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE
{ LEGEND :
‘ Workers m Non - Workers E
1 ;

Kl T. V.—6
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The working and earning members of the village constitute only about 429 i :
. . of the total population. . i ; s Vi i di ;
Sixty-nine percent of the males and about four'te.en percent of the females hav(;: been returnedr;s%voikl:rs. he tabl 109i Thil'n;tgresgff‘-:;tll\:;;etsoro f non-working population of this village s indicated in
A.nother‘ striking feature about the working population of this the table below which 1> P v
Workers and Non-workers village is that 749 of the workers belong to the age group 10-14
In other words, nearly 31-29% have been returned as workers TABLE No. XIT
» 0.

Most of these are boys and girls engaged in cultivation and diamond-polishing. About 55% of
the people aged above 60 years have also been returned as workers and they constitute n0 (;
8:8%, of the total workers. Thus, nearly 16% of the workers are either child-workers in the T
group 10-14 or aged-workers above 60 years of age. Only about 84% of the workers belong a%z

Non-workers by sex, age groups and nature of activity

Dependents, infants

the working aage group of 15-59. stlfll:ilénttismgr Persons and children not
Total Non- children engaged only attending school Others
workers attending in household and persons
~ school duties permancn(ly
Age groups isable
j (in years) ! ’ 7 —A— ey -
CLASSIFICATION OF NON - WORKERS g g £ g I g 8 g & g 5
& Il = < =] < = < <5 <
. § 5§ = § 5 5 s 5 g 5
) @ & ©® 6 © M ® ©  (10) an a2
All ages 1,273 344 929 14 12 . 536 330 381
0- 4 277 147 130 147 130
5-9 245 112 133 5 6 2 107 125
10 - 14 148 64 84 9 3 14 55 67
15 - 19 58 5 53 2 44 5 7
20 - 24 91 2 89 86 2 3
25 - 29 90 920 90 .
30 - 34 52 .. 52 51 1
35-4 114 1 113 1 w106 1 5
45 - 59 132 3 129 . 120 3 10
60 & over 66 10 56 23 10 33
LEGEND
Full time Students or Chlldren attending School m
Persons engaged only In household duties
Depandents, lafants and Children not d h o
and persons pem:::::'yi ':lxlsigleo:' m




CHAPTER IV

THE ECONOMY

110. This village is mainly an agricultural village where an overwhelming majority of

Occupational structure

TABLE No. XINI

the population are dependent upon agriculture for their livelihood.
The other major source of livelihood is the diamond-dr
is a cottage industry in this village.

Occupational: classification of households

Number of households engaged in

5., B ‘g

5% ° %

Q a .-1>’

Community Z§ 2 EX
3 § §°

oo 8 0=

- 5 B

S £

(1) 2) 3 @

Muthurajah 307 159 ...

Senguntha 40 8 .
Mudaliar
Pillai 25 19 ..

Non-traditional
industry only

®

23

Business only

a
&% &
Ea 2
2o %3
B &
R5E &5
: it = N gy
855 58
=E8 =29
.22 52
= Uy
3@ [ ™
Q 3]
)] ®
1

Cultivation & Non-
traditional industry

)
~

W
(-]

Cultivation &
Business

(10)

8

J

Business & Non-
traditional industry

11)

essing which

Other Details of  Details of
occupations  industries business
(12) 13) (19
Tea hotel 5
Agl. labourer Diamond  Provision
50 dressing 80 store 2
Newspaper
agent 1
Watchman 1 Tailor 2 Commission
agent 1
Shepherd 1 Milk vender 1
. Cycle shop 1
Idli Trunk seller 1
seling 1 Betelnut
shop 1
Business 1
Agrl, Tea hotel 1
labourer 8§ Provision
Cooly 3 Diamond store 3
Teacher 1 dressing Business 2
12
Clertk - 1 Meat
Drummer 1 selling 1
Agrl, Hotel 1

labourer 2 I?iiamond Provision
ressing 1  store
Teacher 1 &

(§)) @ @ o6
Reddiar 18 16
Brahmin 16 3

THIRUVELLARALI

Table No. XIII (contd.)

® O

Pandaram 14 7 1

Achari 6 1 3

Pandithar 7 6

Parayan 34 9 1 10

Oddan 17 4

Chakkiliyan 12 .. 9

Other 16 3 2 2
communities

Village Total 512 235 13 43 10 1

®

®

70

(10) (11)

15

12)

Agrl.
labourer
Cook
Drummer
Teacher
Religious
worker

Agrl.
labourer

Barber

Agrl.
labourer

Teacher

Cooly

Stone
cutter

Mason
Agrl.
Jabourer

Agl.
labourer

Teacher

_ Dhobi

Mason
Agrl.
labourer

Agrl.
labourer

Cooly

Teacher
Drummer

Religious
worker
Dhobi

Mason
Other

occuna-
tions

45

(13) (14)
2
1
2 Hotel 1
1 .
8
Diamond

3 dressing 4

Carpenter 3 s
Blacksmith 2

1

Carpenter 1
8 Diamond

1 dressing 14
1

2
7
4 .

1 Cobbler 11
Oil seeds
Diamond seller 1
3 dressing 2 Provision
1 store 1
Cycle hirerl
1 et
!
Tea shop 8
79 Provision
store 7
Diamond Cycle hirer2
4 dressing 113 Newspaper
agent 1
7 Commission
3 Tailor 2 agent 1
Milk
Carpenter 4  vender 1
8 Trunk
3 Blacksmith 2 seller 1
Betelnut
8 Cobbler 11 shop 1
Meat
selling 1
Oil seeds
8 seller 1
Business 3
120 132 27
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Table No. XIV (contd.)
The working force of this village comprises of 757 males and 154 females and they are

@ @ @ O ©® O ® O (10) (11 12 a3
engaged in the various occupations as detailed below: “ 21 4 2
All ages 33 29 4 ave
TABLE No. X1V 0-9 . .o ) .
10-14 3 02 1
Workers classified by sex, age group, industry, business and cultivation 15-19 2 11 i 1
' ] 20-24 4 4
Workers engaged in -] 3 1
—~ A — 3 25-29 4 3 1 .
Community Age group Total worke: H?r:l;glglyd Hl())l‘ll:ﬁll:;;d gﬁgﬁﬁgg occggﬁ;.om ::j: ; ; 5
& = 2 S = 2 = e = E 60 & over 4 3 1 31
® @ @ 6o @ o ® 9 o an @ All ages 21 21 .. QR 4 .. 16
All ages 555 466 89 88 2 13 .. 306 56 59 31 ' 0-9
0-9 e e e ees . 10-14 . .
10-14 41 33 8 n 1 1 . 18 5 3 15-19 1 .. 1
15-19 78 62 16 13 1 2 15 7 g 20-24 2 2 2
.| 20-24 49 44 5 5 .. 1 .. 2 s 6 . g 25-29 ;
g 25-29 61 62 5 17 . 0 3 5 2 30-34 3 3 s
S 30-34 51 41 10 1 2 23 s 5 s 35-44 3 3 .
35-44 114 100 14 12 5 67 u 16 45-59 6 6 1 . e 5 .
45-50 114 90 24 9 3 65 9 1315 60 & over 6 6 2 4 .
60 & over 41 M 7 1 29 3 4 4 s o s , . . 3 s
All ages 56 35 21 12 1 8 . 6 6 9 14 0-9 l "
0-9 10-14 1 1 ,
10-14 ) S U 1 15-19 1 1 : .
% 15-19 7 5 2 4 1 2 E 20-24 2 2 !
b 20-24 4 4 1 1 1 H 25-29 2 2
g 25-29 8 6 2 31 3 1 & 30-34 2 2 2 S 2
30-34 6 3 3 2 1 . 3 35-44 4 3 1 1 1 :
35-44 9 7 2 2 . 2 1 2 2 5-59 7 4 3 1 i 2 :
45-59 17 7 10 1 3 3 7 60 & over 2 2 . o
60 & over 4 2 2 . 2 1 1 .
All ages 7 7 .. 5 e .es e
All ages 2 35 1 | S 1 .. 31 6 2 1 09
0-9 10-14
10-14 5 3 2 3 2 15-19 T 1 .. 1 ..
15-19 4 3 1 31 " 5 20-24
20-24 3 3 1 2 . -2 25-29
% 25-29 4 4 4 . 30-34 I Qe .
30-34 3 3 3 35-44 2 2 . 2 .. 2 “
35-44 5 5 . 1 3 . 1 45-59 3 3 . 1 ”
45-59 n 9 2 . 8 2 | 60 & over o
60 & over 7 5 2 . 5 1 . 1 x



48

Pandithar

Parayan

Oddan

Chakkiliyan

n

)]

All ages
0-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-59

60 & over

Al ages
0-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-59
60 & over

All ages
0-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-59
60 & over

All ages
0-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-59

60 & over

@

83

13
12
10

14
12

37

N -
(=1 Y a W W W 0 B

W N B = VW e e

Table No. XIV (contd.)

@ ©

8

63

K]

N .
=] VM W DN W oa N
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O]

21

_ e NW oL A D

17

NNA’—AUIN'-‘E

10 ay

1

13

Nn—an—tE

w N

12y 13
7

1

3

2

1

29 14
2
1 5
4
3 1
5 2
9 1
5 3
2

25 4
1 2
2

6

3
2 1
4
2 1
5

1

1
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Table No. XIV (contd.)

) e 3 @ O ® O ® 0O (10) an (12) 13)
All ages 28 25 3 8 4 4 1 9 2
0-9
g 10-14 11 1
-} 15-19 2 2 1
. 20-24 6 5 1 3 1 2
E 25-29 2 2 1 1
& 30-34 2 2 2
g 35-44 8 7 1 3 2 2 1
45-59 4 3 1 . 1 . 1 1
60 & over 3 3 1 . 1 1
All ages 911 1757 154 155 5 28 .. 410 82 164 67
0-9 '
10-14 67 S0 17 16 2 3 % 9 5 6
3 15-19 114 88 26 24 1 52 20 2 s
& 20-24 93 85 8 27 1 2 35 7 20 ...
% 25-29 109 99 10 29 1 1 52 s 17 4
g 30-34 82 66 16 19 3 21 s 17 1
35-44 176 155 21 24 9 81 14 a7
45-59 190 146 44 14 8 .. 91 16 33 28
60 & over 80 68 12 2 2 46 6 18 6

Out of the 492 cultivators, 478 are owner cultivators and the rest are leasehold cultivators. The
petty cultivators for whom income from cultivation is insufficient to maintain themselves
supplement their incomes by working as coolies in the lands belonging to others. Besides this, there
are 141 workers for whom cooly work in agriculture is the primary occupation. Thus, we see
that an overwhelming majority of the workers, namely, 69:3%, are dependent on agriculture for

their livelihood.

111. The other major source of livelihood is the diamond-dressing industry, one of the
household industries in the village. Out of the 160 workers engaged in the household industries,
130 workers are in the diamond-dressing industry. The others include cobblers, potters, carpenters
and blacksmiths. The workers in the diamond-dressing industry constitute about 81% of the
workers engaged in houschold industries and 14:3% of the total workers in the village.

112. The twenty-eight people classified under houschold business, include the people,
engaged in running grocery stores, idli selling etc. The 90 workers shown under the other
occupations can broadly be divided into manual labourers and the salaried workers. Among the
manual labourers, there are 13 masons, 7 barbers, 5 dhobies, 6 stone-cutters and 10 general
coolics. Among the salaried workers there are 5 teachers, 2 clerks, 2 postal employees and 4
Village Officers. This occupational group also includes 16 religious workers in the village most

of whom are attached to the Perumal temple.

T. V.1
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113. It would now be of interest to examine the occupational pattern of the various

communities.
TABLE No. XV
Workers classified by sex, age-groups and occupations
OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF Commanity (1 e Oceupaton
WORKERS i @ 3 |
Cultivaton o fme ) lobarer Diressing. Mason
% T M F T M. F T MF T MF T.M. F.
E All ages 349 297 52 13 9 4 8 5130 9 8 2 11
L5 E 10-14 23 18 5 . 2 1 1 12 1 1
N 3 15-19 54 41 13 301 2 6 6 .. 14 13 1
T 20-24 27 2 5 . 5 5 .. 15 15 .. 11
g § 25-29 39 38 1 4 2 2 7 5 2 17 11 ..
£ = 30-34 28 23 5 o .. 105 5 1111
35-44 74 63 11 4 4 .. 1613 3 1212
45-59 73 64 9 11 . 28 13 15 9 9
i G&over 31 28 3 1 1 .. 1 3 4
: Salesman se{ﬁgg thggfs ?:;ggg Business
3 i : £ T MF T MF T MF T.M.F. T. M. F
All ages 1 1 .. 2 2 .. 11 .. 11 .. 2 2
0-9 r
/ 5 10-14
V g 15-19
V = 20-24
\ / ) 25-29
\ /V E 30-34 101 e e e e
4 s 35-44 - 202 11
\ uw 45-59
J V/ 60 & over
N LLLU’/ Watchman  Cycle repairer Tea hotel -
{ [+ T.MF. T M F T MF T MF T MFE
> Jiiite Al ages 11 .. 33 . 505 .. 4 3 1 11
54.0% 0-9 .
LEGEND 5 10-14 11 .. -t 3 2 1
' 8 15-19 11 ..
Household Industry HIIIH]] Household Cultivation % 20-24 1 1 ..
RARE Household Business T ' s 25-29
d Others , g 30-34
S 35-44 11 e e e e 303 .. 11 ..
45-59 11 .. 11 ..
60&0\’@1'\ T ver  wen . 1 1 T s esr e
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Table No. XV (contd.)
(O 0] A3)
Cultivation  Agriettural — Diamond cogpy Business
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M.
All ages 12 6 6 12 ... 12 12 11 1 3 1 2 6 6
0-9
. 10-14 e e e 1 1
3 15-19 3 1 2 4 4 .
2" 20-24 1 1 1 1.
g 25-29 1 . 1 4 3 1
a 30-34 3. 3 2 2. 1
g 35-44 1 .. 1 1 1 1. 1 .. 1 2 2
45-59 4 3 6 6 2 1 1 2
60&over 3 2 1 1 1 s
Teacher Blacksmith Peon Mutton shop
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.
All ages 2 2 .. 1 1 .. 1 1 .. 1 1
g 09 -
g 10-14
é 15-19
-§ 20-24 YT
2 25-29 2 2 o
g 30_-34
g, 35-44 1 1 1 1 .
B 45-59 11
60 & over o e e e e e ene e
Cultivation Alg;li)%\:llrtgrr al lgig;masi?]x;d Tea shop Teacher
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.
Allages 37 31 6 2 1 1 1 1 .. 1 1 .. 11
09
10-14 5 3 2
15-19 4 3 1 .
E 20-24 2 2. 1 1
& 25-29 4 4 .
30-34 3 3
35-44 3 3. 1 1 1 1
45-59 10 8 2 1 1
60& over 6 5 1 1. 1 o ves

Reddiar

- Y A U G SR 7Y

Drummer

T. M. F.

2

2

Cultivation

T.

31

M.
27

WK Mo W oR o= N

F.
4

Tea shop

T. M. F,
1 1

Contractor

T. M. F.
11 ..

Agricultural
labourer,

T. M. F.
2 2 ..

O

Brabmin

Pandaram

Achari

THIRUVELLARAI

Table No. XV (contd.)

Q@ 3)
1ti . Religious Teacher Cook Vlllage
Cultivation worker officials
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.
Allages 4 4 12 12 1 1 .. 11 .. 1 1
09
10-14 .. ..
15-19 1 1
20-24 2 2 .
25-29 e
30-34 2 2. 11
35-44 2 2. 1 1
45-59 4 4 . 1 1
60 &over 2 2 3 3 .
igi o Diamond
Bus Conductor R;gfll(‘é?s Cultivation dressing
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.
All ages 1°1 4 4 .. 1 8 3 3 3
0-9
10-14 1 1
15-19 1 1
20-24 1 1 1 1
25-29 2 2 v ene
30-34 2 2 ..
35-44 2 2 1.
45-59 1 1 . 4 2 2 1 1
60 & over 1 1 1 vee aes ses
Blacksmith Cultivation  Goldsmith Carpenter
T. M. F. T M. F. T. M. F. T. M, F.
All ages 2 2 2 2 .. 1 1 .. 2 2
0-9
10-14 E
15-19 1 1 g
20-24 K,
25-29
30-34 1 1
35-44 1 1 .. 1 1
45-59 2 2 1 1

60 & over ... o eee

Coffee
hotel

T. M. F.
1 1

Agricultural
labourer

T. M. F.
1 ... 1

Cultivation

T. M. F.
1 1 .

53

Branch

-Post-master

T.- M. F.
1 1

Idli
selling

T. M. F
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Oddan

Parayan

Chakkiliyan
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Table No. XV (contd.)
) 3)
. Agri
Cultivation ﬁlgg‘:}rtgrr al Contractor Stone cutter Mason Shepherd
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.
All ages 8 6 2 6 2 4 5 .. 5 5 .. 11 11 2 2
0-9 .
10-14 1 2 2 1 1 .
15-19 2 2 1 1 1 e e
20-24 2 2 2 2 4 4 .
25-29 2 2 1 1
30-34 1 1 1 1. v e
35-44 1 1 3 3, 1 1
45-59 11 2 1 1 11
60 & over 11 1 1 2 2 1 1
- o Agicultural Diamond Village
Cultivation "% X = dressing Cooly  Jcials  Teacher  Carpenter cull:i?::aon
T.M. F . M . T M. . T. M FE T. MF. T. MMF. T. M. F. T. M. F
All ages 16 12 4 34 20 14 22 20 2 3 3 ... s ... 1 1 ... 1 1 .. 11
0— 9 .. ase . to. .
10-14 1 1 .. 2 .. 2 6 5 1 . . .
1519 3 2 1 6 1 4 4 . . .“
20-24 2 1 1 2 2 .. 6 5 1 2 2 .
25-29 3 21 4 3 1 3 3. o . . .
30-34 .. .. .. 6 4 2 2 2 1 1 ... .,
35-44 3 21 6 5 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 .11
45-59 2 2 7 4 3 1 1 ... 1 1 1 1
60 & over 2 2 1 1 1 1 .
- Agricultural i
Cultivation e Cobbler Cultivation Igrlgsmsi%gd
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F
All ages 2 2 1 1 17 17 .. 5 4 1 1 1
0-9 3
10-14 11 . E .
15-19 11 . £
20-24 1 1 2 2, S 1 1 '
by e
25-29 5 5. ] 1 1
30-34 11, © .
35-44 4 4 2 2.
45-59 e 2 2. 11
60 & over 11 . .- “ 2 2. 11 " .

NV

A

m 2

All ages
0-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-59
60 & over

Other communities (contd.)

All ages
0-4
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-59
60 & over

Other communities (contd.)

Cultivation

T. M. F.

Allages 478 400 78

09 o e e

10-14 35 26 9

15-19 69 51 18

F 024 4235 7
& 2529 53 50

$ 30-34 3227 5

2 3544 91 77 14

45-59 105 89 16

60&over51 45 6

Business

T. M. F.

2 2

Quarry man

T. M. F.

Diamond
dressing

T. M. F.

130 125 5
18 16
22 21
23 22
25 24
17 17

15 15
10 10

e *
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Table No. XV (contd.)

3)
Potter Dhobi
T. M. F. T. M. F.
7 7 .. 5 4 1
1 1
3 3. 1 1
v e 1 1
3 3
2 1 1
1
Agricultural
labourer
T. M. F.
2 1 1
1 1
1 1
Agricultural Lease )
labourer  cultivation Mason

T. M. EE. T. M. F. T. M. F.
141 78 63 14 10 4 13 13

7 2

13 8 5 3 1 2

7 17 e . 5 5.
12 8 4 4 2 2 1 1
20 9 11 .. 1 1
24 18 6 4 4 4 .
47 21 26
1 5 6 1 1 2 2

55
Cycle sho
owner P Mason
T. M. F. T. M. F.
2 2 1 1.
1

Temple
Supervisor

T. M. F.

Business

T. M. F.
10 10

’-‘wNNi—sE

W NN e

Lead coating
of brass vessels

T. M. F.
1 1
1 1
Sal Tdli
N alesman selling

T. M. F. T. M. F.
1 1 .. 3 3
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Village Total (contd.) Village Total (contd.)

Village Total (contd.)
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Table No. XV (contd.)

2 3
Xﬂlil:filics %‘;ﬁ?ﬁ’g Watchman re%;ﬂzr Tea shop Cooly Postman Clerk
T MF T MF TMF TMFTMFTMEPFE T MF T MF
Allages 7 7 .. 1 1 .. 1 1 .. 3 3 .. 8 8 .. 10 7 3 1 1 202 .,
114 .0 o ol e e L L a3 2 .
15-19 ... .. . 1 .
20-24 e e el e e L L 202 1 1 .
30-34 1 .. e e e e e
35-44 3 03 . e e 10 0L 4 4 .., 211 1 1 .
45-59 2 2 . 11 2 1
60 &over1 1 11 1
Teacher Blacksmith Peon Mslﬁé%n Drummer Contractor  Religious
worker
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. . T. M. F,
All ages 5 5 .. 3 3 .. 1 1 .. 1 1 .. 2 2 .. 6 6 16 16
0-9
15-19 1 1 .. ) S 1 1
25-29 2 2 .
30-34 2 2.
35-44 2 2 2 2 1 11 4 4 .
45-59 1 1 .. 2 2 .. 1 1 5 5 .
60 & over 4 4
Cook Branch gust Carpenter Potter Barber Dhobi Stone
postmaster  conductor cutter
T MF TM. F TM.F T MF T MF T MF T M F. T. M. F.
Allagess 1 1 .. 1 1 .. 11 .. 3 3 .. 7 7. 1717.. 5 4 1 5 5
b YT T S S T 1 .. 1t 1. 2 2
35-44 Tl e e 303 2 2 e e
45-59 e v e e e 22 i e e e e 2 1 1 ..
60&over... .. ... D Tt 1 .. 1 1 ., 1 1

¢y

Village Total (contd.)
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Table No. XV (contd.)

(2) 3)
Cycle shop Quarry Temple Lead coatin

Shepherd owner man Supervisor Cobbler of brass vessgls
T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F.*

All ages 2 2 .. 2 2 .. 1 1 .. 1 1 .. 17 17 .. 1 1

0-9

10-14 1 1

15-19 1 1 .

20-24 1 1 2 2 .

25-29 5 5 . .

30-34 .. 1 1 . 1 1

35-44 1 1 .. 11 4 4 .

45-59 1 1 2 2 .

60&over 1 1 2 2.

* T: Total M: Males F: Females

114. Muthurajahs form the largest single community of the village and they constitute
61-8% of the total population. Majority of Muthurajahs are dependent on agriculture for their
livelihood. Out of the 307 households of Muthurajahs, 226 house-
holds are engaged in cultivation. Of these, 222 households own
lands and the others have taken lands on lease. Owner-cultivators
who own only small extents of lands have also taken other lands on lease and cultivate them
along with their own plots. A total number of 362 workers are engaged in cultivation. Out
of the houscholds engaged in cultivation, nearly one-third of them earn only less than Rs 50
a month. Many of them supplement their income from cultivation by doing cooly work. The
second major occupational group among the Muthurajahs are the agricultural labourers.
Sixty-two Muthurajahs’ households are principally dependent on agricultural labour. About half
of this occupational group have monthly incomes of less than Rs. 25 and they lead a very
miserable existence. Even among the other half, it is only a handful of households who have
monthly incomes ecxceeding Rs. 50. Many of these agricultural labourers supplement their

income by working in the diamond-dressing pattarais’.

115. Workers engaged in the diamond-dressing industry form the third important
occupational group among the Muthurajahs. Sixteen. percent of ’fhe workers are th}ls engaged.
The 41 households who are principally dependent on diamond-dressing are comparatively bettfar
off than the agricultural labourers and the petty cultivators. All the households enggged in
diamond-dressing have monthly incomes exceeding Rs. 25 and nearly half .of tpem have incomes
above Rs. 50 a month. The comparatively affluent section of the:Mutlf_luraJa}}s includes t.he people
who are engaged in business and those who are in salaried occupations hlge the mail runner,
watchman etc. Many of the cultivators and agricultural labourers earn somc income by breeding

milch cattle and selling milk.

116. Taking the community as a whole, 52% of the households h.avin.g mpnthly
incomes exceeding Rs. 50 lead a convenient life, if not a comfortable one. This high income
group compriscs mostly of the large land owners, business people an.d many pcople engaged in
the diamond-dressing industry. The other 489, of the householfis thh. mo'nthly income of less
than Rs. 50 constitute the poorer section among the Muthurajahs which includes most of the

agricultural labourers and the petty cultivators.
T. V.—8

Muthurajahs



58 VILLAGE SURVEY

117. Even among the Senguntha Mudaliars, majority of them are dependent on

agriculture for their livelihood. Out of the 40 households of Senguntha Mudaliars, 7 households

are principally engaged in cultivation and another 9 households

Mudaliars in agricultural labour. Seven households derive their livelihood

; from diamond-dressing. There are five salaried workers among

the Mudaliars, namely, two clerks, two teachers and one peon. Five of the Melakkara Mudaliars

are employed as part-time musicians in the temple. On the whole, 60% of the Senguntha

Mudaliars belong to the poorer section with monthly incomes of Rs. 50 and less. This group

mostly includes the agricultural labourers and the petty land-owners. The comparatively affluent

section of the Mudaliars, include the large land-owners, salaried workers and those engaged in
business and diamond-dressing industry.

118. An overwhelming majority of the Pillais and the Reddiars own lands. Twenty-one

out of the 25 households of Pillais and 16 out of the 18 households of the Reddiars own lands

The rest are engaged in business, diamond-dressing etc, and a.

Pillais and Reddiars few people earn their living through cooly work in agriculture

Nearly 50% of the Pillais and the Reddiars earn more that;

Rs. 50 a month and belong to the affluent section of the village population. Even the petty

landowners who earn less than Rs. 50 a month seem to lead a fairly contented life. The Pillais
and the Reddiars generally look prosperous.

119. There are 21 workers in the 16 households of Brahmins, a majority of them are

engaged in the temple service as priests. Almost all the priests have inam lands given to them

out of the temple endowments. They give these lands on lease

Brahmins The priests get monthly remunerations from the temple and they'

are also fed in the temple daily. There are four cultivators and

three salaried workers and a restaurant-owner among the Brahmins. Nearly 56% of the Brahmin
households have monthly incomes exceeding Rs. 50.

120. The other important community of the village are the Parayans. Out of the 34
houscholds of Parayans, 13 households, who own lands, are principally engaged in cultivation
Seventeen households earn their livelihood through agriculturai

Parayans labour. A good number of the Parayans cultivate lands in the
neighbouring villages on lease. Three houscholds are engaged

in diamond-dressing. ' Others consider it a subsidiary occupation. Twenty-two workel'sg i,r
actually engaged in the diamond-dressing industry. There are three salaried workers amone
Parayans, namely, one teacher and two village servants. One is a carpenter. Fifty-three %
cent of the houscholds earn less than Rs. 50 a month and they make both ends meet with sol::e
difficulty. The other 47% of the households who earn more than Rs. 50 a month lead a fairl
convenient life. : ¢

121, In addition to these castes discussed above, there are six artisan communities in

the village, a majority of whom are engaged in their traditional occupations. A good number
of these artisans own small plots of lands and have agriculture

Artisan communities as a secondary occupation. For such of those who do not own

. e any lands, the income from their traditional occupations is

insufficient to maintain themselves. They often supplement their incomes either as agricultural
labourers  or by working in the diamond-dressing industry. The following tabl i ura
occupational structure of the artisan communities : g table shows the

b
g ...wkt..&x

2

e P

The Grocery shop in the village
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The dwellings of Velars all of whom are en i i iti
0 : 0 gaged in their traditional occupati i
The pots are b_emg dried up in the sun. The oven in which the pots are tl:akeodn c(:ltr; [;(l)t-mz:mg.
in the fgre-ground. The heaps of palmyra leaves and fire-wood seen % seen
in front of the house are used as fuel for the oven.
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TABLE No. XVI

Traditional occupation

No. of households

No. of Traditional occupation en i iti
. gaged in traditional
Community louseholds occupation
A . 6 . Carpentry, Blacksmithy,
chari Goldsmithy 5
Velar 3 ’ Pot making 3
Pandithar Hair dressing 7
Vannan 3 Washing \ 3
Oddan 17 Stone-cutting, well-digging
and masons’® work 13
Chakkiliyan 12 Cobblers* work 11

The goldsmiths mostly work for cash payment, whereas the carpenters and blacksmiths perform
their traditional services to the landed gentry and get payment in grains. Some of the petty
land owners and lease-hold cultivators pay the carpenters and blacksmiths in cash. Out of the
six households of Acharis, only two houscholds earn more than Rs. 50 a month and the rest
belong to the poorer section. Vannans or the Dhobies. do washing for all the communities
except for Parayans and the Chakkiliyans. They are paid in grains by the landowners and in
cash by others. All of them lead a difficult existence with their meagre incomes.

122. The Oddans of this village get well-digging and building-construction work in all
the neighbouring villages, for which they are paid in cash. When they do not have construction
work, they supplement their income through cooly work in agriculture. Most of them lead only
a hand-to-mouth existence. All the potters supplement their income by cultivating the small
plots of lands which they own. All of them lead a fairly convenient life. Of the seven barbers,
two have decent barber shops which are patronised by the visitors and the fashionablc people of
the village. These people render service only for cash payments. The other five barbers have
divided the custom in the village equally. The landed people pay them 24 measures of grains
per year and the landless pay them cash. Except two barbers who earn more than Rs. 50
a month, all the others lead a hand-to-mouth existence.

123. The Chakkiliyans perform the traditional service of supplyir; leather buckets for
well-irrigation to the landed gentry of the village for which they are paid n grains. They also
stitch crude types of sandals and sell them in the village as well as in the neighbouring shandies.
They do not buy leather or tan the leather in the village. They take the leather from the
condemned water-bags and stitch crude types of sandals which may fetch anything from 50 np.
to Rs. 1-50 per pair. They also earn a few annas in a week by mending old chappals. Two of
them own small plots of lands which they cultivate. All the others supplement their income by
cooly work in agriculture. Most of the Chakkiliyans are poverty-stricken and they lead a very
miserable existence. Except two households, all others earn only less than Rs. 50 a month which
is hardly sufficient to make the both ends meet.

124. An enterprising Chakkiliyan of the neighbouring village has come and set up a
small shop on the road side where he makes fairly decent chappals. This enterprising man buys
leather from Tiruchy and makes sandals and shoes. The sandals made by this cobbler cost
anything between Rs. 3 to 5. It is a pity that none of the .cobb]ers of 'tbis village is as
enterprising as this cobbler. Thus, we see tl}at most of the artisan communities of this village
belong to the poorer scction of the population and such persons are generally found among

Chakkiliyans, Vannans and Oddans,
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125. Nearly 519% of the households belong to the low income
Rs. 50 a month. Out of the 261 houscholds which have monthly incomcs O%rlzgsp ﬂlZﬁ ll{e: SSOthz;g1
houscholds earn less than Rs. 25 and 188 houscholds l;et“;een
R.s. 26 to Rs. 50 per month. Another 143 households (28%)
. ‘ with incomes ranging from Rs. 51 to Rs. 75 per month bel )
to the middle-income group. There are only 108 houscholds (21%) who earn above Rs. 75 -
month and among these, 31 households (6%) form the richest section of the village with ' ﬁer
incomes above Rs. 100. Most of these people in the high income group of Rs, 75 anZlnorll)t p
belong to the dominant communities of Muthurajahs, Reddiars, Pillais, Brahmins, .amd Mud:llliec:rvse

Income groups

*

TABLE No. XVII

Monthly income per household by occupation

Monthly income per household in the range of
A

Occupation of —
Community thehhead of the Rs. 25 o ) Tot l—‘
ousehold olees Rs.26-50 Rs.51-75  Rs.76-100 Rs 101 & No. of
over households
m 2 €] @ (%) ® M ®
Muthurajah Cultivation 12 54 58 43 17 184
Agricultural labourer 33 20 7 2 .- 62
Diamond-dressing 19 13 6 3 41
Watchman 1 . 1
Cycle shop 1 1
Tea shop 3 1 1 5
Mail runner 1
Business 2 :
Lease cultivation 2 2 1 1 2
Village official 1 1
Idli selling 1 1 2
Garland maker 1 1
Senguntha Agricultural labourer 5 4
Mudaliar Diamond-dressing 6 1 i)I
Peon 1 1
Business 1 2 2 5
Cooly
Cultivation 2 2 ‘ l 1 . l ;
Contractor 1 ot 1
Blacksmithy 1
Teacher :
Drummer 1 : l2
Clerk 1
Tea shop 1 :

Mutton shop 1

8))

Pillai

Reddiar

Brahmin

Pandaram

Achari

Pandithar

Oddan

Parayan

@

Cultivation
Agricultural labourer
Teacher

Tea shop

Cultivation
Agricultural labourer

Religious worker
Cook

Village official
Branch postmaster
Teacher
Cultivation

Hotel business

Cultivation

Idli selling
Diamond-dressing
Religious worker

Agricultural labourer

Cultivation
Blacksmithy

Diamond-dressing

Carpentry

Cultivation

Barber

Contractor
Cultivation
Agricultural labourer
Stone cutter

Mason

Shepherd

Agricultural labourer
Carpenter
Diamond-dressing
Lease cultivation
Village official
Teacher

Cultivation

General cooly
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Table No. XVII (contd.)

3) €} 5)
1 6 1
1
. 1

6
1 5 1
1
1
1
2 3
1
1 1

3 1
1
1
1
1
1 1
1
1 3 2

1 1
2 1
4
4 9 3
v 1
1 2
1
3
1
3 3
1

(6)

)

)

21

16
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)
Chakkiliyan

Other

communities

Village Total

2)
Cobbler
Cultivation

Agricultural labourer

Cultivation
Agricultural labourer
Diamond-dressing
Business

Pottery

Dhobi

Cycle shop

Mason

Quarryman

Temple Supervisor
Lead coating of

brass vessels

Cultivation
Agricultural labourer
Diamond-dressing
Religious worker
Tea shop
Business

Lease cultivation
Mason

Cobbler

Barber

Village officials
Teacher

General Cooly
Stone cutter
Dhobi
Carpentry

1dli selling
Contractor
Blacksmithy
Pottery
Shepherd
Drummer
Watchman
Cycle repairer
Mail runner
Garland maker
Peon

Clerk

Mutton shop
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Table No. XVII (contd.)

(3)
1

20
46

1)
7
1
1

78
39
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. 10
1

1

1 3
1
1 1
. 1
2

3

i

1

1

1

1

21 251
98

4 55
1 13
8

8
1 7
7

10
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Table Neo. XVII (contd.)
¢)) ¢4 3) O] ) ©) )] ¢}
Village Cook 1 1
Total (contd.)  Branch postmaster 1 1
Cycle shop 1 1
Quarryman 1 1
Temple Supervisor 1 1
Lead coating of brass
vessels 1 1
Total 73 188 143 71 31 512
MONTHLY INCOME
(By Communities)
100 100
) %
8 7/ / %0
7
70 - 70
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Households with Income of
Re. 25 & befow Re.26-50 BEERET  Re.St-7s OB Rs.76- 100 BEER  Rs. 100 & above NI per Month

126. The pattern of expenditure varics between the various income groups to some
extent. But one common feature of the expenditure patterns of all the income groups is that

the bulk of the income is spent on necessities like food, clothing

Expenditure pattern

the total annual expenditure.

etc.

The expenditure on clothing is not a recurring item every

month and the figures given here are only monthly averages of

In the low income group of less than Rs, 50, the bulk of the

income is spent on food and clothing. The monthly expenditure on food including fuel, ranges
from Rs. 30 to 33 per month. The expenditure on clothing ranges from Rs. 8 to 10 per month
on an average. The poorer section of the population earning less than Rs. 25 a month find
their incomes hardly sufficient to buy their necessities like food and clothing. Among them,
almost the entire amount of their income is spent on food and clothing, leaving very little for
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other items like luxuries and education of children. Very often these people find their incomes
insufficient to meet their daily wants and at these times they have no other choice except to
borrow small amounts from friends and relatives. Even among those in the income group of
Rs. 26 to 50 per month, the incomes are just sufficient to buy their food and clothing and when
they are faced with unexpected items of expenditure like sickness in the family, festivals or
marriages, many of them have to borrow money. The middle and the high income group
people lead a fairly convenient life in the sense that their incomes are at least sufficient to
buy their daily wants. Among the middle income group of Rs. 51 to 75 per month, the monthly
expenditure on food ranges from Rs. 47 to 54 and that on clothing ranges from Rs. 7 to 10.
They also spend little amounts on education of their children and luxuries. The high income
group peoplc spend a lesser percentage of their income on necessities like food and clothing than
the people in the lower income groups. Even among the middle and the high income groups
we find a number of households in debts. This is mostly due to insufficient return fron;
agriculture and losses in cultivation and also due to ostentatious celebration of marriages and
festivals.

TABLE No. XVHI

Average monthly expenditure per household by income groups and occupations

All households No. of households with a monthly income of

Rs.250r less

Rs. 26-50  Rs. 51-75 Rs. 76-100
A Y r-'—*—‘—\ ['s A i B 4 (4 SN }}—s-—lo*l—ﬁ& over
. o, ) 7] @ O » 5] 2
2 453 w85 D o5 % 5 .8 L5 g £
on lemsof B2 E£2gs %2 £F SEEE Vo B2 T3 &3 vp 82
Occupation expenditure = 2829 33 ge €9 88 69 58 g8 5% 5 s}
Z% 28,5 Z3 % Z353 Z% 2% 2538 s$% B¢
£ 58 £ 5 255 2 Ty "8« g 2 <x
1 ) 3 C)) ) © M & O o) an 13 (14)
Rs.nP. Rs.nP. Rs.nP, Rs.nP. Rs.nP. Rs.nP
Cultivation  Food 251 4534 20 159 78 2717 82 472 S0 6194 21 9433
Education 4 10:00 3 1200 1 400
Clothing 251 1439 20 55 78 82 82 1504 50 2104 21 22°57
Fuel 36 422 2 25 14 321 4 400 367 7 757
Luxuries 13 531 1 4 1 100 3 633 4 625 4 55
Lease Food 7 5029 2 2500 3 4400 1 7900 1 91-00
cultivation Education 2 950 . 1 1600 1 300
Clothing 6 1250 2 400 2 10°50 1 17700 1 2900
Fuel 4 367 1 200 2 300 1 600
Luxuries
Agricultural Food 98 2522 46 1363 39 2897 10 51°10 3 6800
labourer Education 3 1-00 1 100 ... e 2 100
Clothing 97 7:28 45 520 39 797 10 1030 3 1933,
Fucl 14 1-07 5 240 4 4°50 4 350 1 200 .
Luxuries 1 4:00 1 400

m 2

Diamond Food

dressing Education’

Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Cobbler Food

Education

Clothing
~ Fuel

Luxuries

Blacksmithy Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Cycle shop  Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Carpenter Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel -

Luxuries

Business Food
Eduéation
Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Idl ~ Food

selling Education
Clothing -

Fuel

Luxuries

T. V.—9

3

55

55

10

10

@

' 43°62

333
1324

5:44
11°25

3570
680
2:00

3350

600
2:00

42°00

37:33

533

42:13
400

' 14°63

4175

4167
400
833
233
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Table No. XVIII (contd.).

e ©
1 2100
1 400
1 1700
1 400
1 1600
1 400

ses

U

27.

1.

27

3.

@®

29-44
2:00
9'48
400

ore -

3528
742

200

25.00
400
200

3300

400

3333

967

21°00

600
1-50

GRS

16 46°38

16 14°56

2 450

550
2 46'50
2 600

oo LYY}

1 4200

1 4200

1 1600

1 6300

3 4033

3 1400
2 400

an a2 a3

7
1
7
3
1

6543
400
1929
533
17:00

58:00
400
23:00
550

83-00
400
13:00
400

[T - L

149

9575

400
2500
1200
17°00
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m

Tea shop

owner

Mutton shop

owner

Teacher

Postman

Mail runner

Clerk

Village
Official

Peon

2

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel’
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel

Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

&)

N 0 = oo

LB S N -

[T o

—

@)
41°63
8:00
14'88
850

54:00

2500

5900

3075
400
8:00

6000

1700

33:00

17°00

33:00

3300
800

5333
400
11'33
450
5:00
6600
400

17-00
8'00
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Table No. XVIII {contd.)

(%)

® 0 & O q

4 2800 2 3550
4 1150 2 2050
1 1300

v . 1 4200

1 2500

1 3300

1 17:00

1 3300

1 3300

.o ase sos

1) (12)

2 7500
1 800
2 16'50
1 400

1 5400
1 2500
1 58:00

1 4200

1 6000

11700

1 7000

1 1000
1 500
1 500
1 6600

aes

1 400

13

1 1700 ..

1 800

(14)

67'50
27°50
400
8:00

m

Watchman

Lead coating
of brass
vessels

Stone cutter

Mason

Potter

Shepherd

Quarryman

Garland
maker

()]
Food

Education

Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luzxuyries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

Food
Education
Clothing
Fuel
Luxuries

3
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Table No, XVIII (contd.)
[0} 6] ® O

3300

400

2500

3:00
200

6100

10°67 -
5:00

42'86

1100
3:50

74:00 .
21-00 e

on oo

63°58

14'50
400

2100 1 2100

400 1 400

58+00

2500

1

.
-

-l

(8
3300

400

2500

3-:00
2'00

32'50

900
300

©® a0 ayn

2 5800 1
2 800 1
1 400 1
2 5200 1

2 1200 1
1 400

12) 13

67-00

16°00
600

66°00

17°00

7400

2100

1 5800

67

14
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‘Table No. XVIII (contd.)

) ) . »(3) 1G] ®) ©) (7 ® ® oy an
Cook Food 1 5500 . e L i 5'5.00
Education L . . .' a
Clothing 1 500 - 1 500
Fuel ‘ ' i ~
Luxuries
Temple Food 1 4200 1 4
Supervisor Education 1 4:00 . 1 (‘2;00
Clothing 1 1700 L 1 1\7‘,20
Fuel . .. ”
Luxuries 1 '8:00 ' ' R
e 1 800
Religious Food 13 3423 1 2500 8 2950 46:00
worker Education 4 350 2 300 1 4 :
Clothing 13 10'70 11300 8 863 2 1240 :
Fuel 6 467 1600 4 450 | 409
Luxuries ) )
Cycle shop  Food 1 42:00 1 42
owner Education %
Clothing 1 16'00 .
1 16
Fuel ”
Luxuries
Contractor  Food 2 7500 - 1 50
Education ) o »
Clothing 2 2100 1 17."(;(.)
Fuel 1 8:00. e 1 8
. Luxuries - 3 0
Drummer . Food 2 4350 . 1 2100
Education e e |
Clothing 2 2050 1 800 B
Fuel 2 3'50 1 4-00
Luxuries 1 800 )
Cooly Food ' 4 2325 3 2500 1 5800
Education . v
Clothing 4 g : 0 1 ge
) 3 800 1 .
Fuel ‘ v
Luxuries »
Barber Food 6 3200
_ ‘ ) 1 2100 3 2767 .
Education - : A0
Clothing 6 917 ' o 3 0
7 1 400 3 y .
Fuel 1 0 L 10000 2 1050

b

Luxuries . 4:00

(12) (13)
6710(.) 1
400 ...
2500 1
1

1

1

1

1

149

25°00

8:00

10000 .

2500

-66°00

3300
300
8:00

=Y
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Table No. XVIII (contd.)

O] ¥))] 3 @ G G O & ©» a0 ((dn (12 a3 (149)
Dhobi Education 3 1633 1 1300 2 1800 .. .. o e e
Food
Clothing C e
Fuel 3 14:00 1 400 2 1900
Luxuries .

127. Ninety-four households in the village or 189, of the households are steeped

The indebted households are distributed between all the income groups. The
percentage of indebted households is more among the high
income groups than among the low income groups. Only 9:6%
of the households in the low income group of less- than Rs. 50
are in debt whereas : nearly 20% of the houscholds in the middle-income-group (Rs. 51-75)

in debt.

Indebtedness

INDEBTEDNESS BY INCOME RANGES

25t o %/////%//4//////////////////////%
wol 4

Housshold Income per Month (in Ruees)

T

«'wna'oeo

PERCENTAGE

C}

- .
. -

and 38% of the households in the high income group (above Rs. 75) are in debt. The total debt
of the 94 households works out to Rs. 72,025 and the average debt of a household works out

to Rs. 766.

128. The ‘indebted households are mainly distributed among the three communities of
Muthurajahs, Mudaliars and Parayans. Seventy-one households of Muthurajahs or 23% of the
households are indebted. The number of households indebted among the Mudaliars and the
Parayans are five and six respectively. The other commuynities are comparatively free from debt.



Community

)

Muthurajah

Senguntha

Mudaliar

Pillai

Reddiar

Brahmin

Pandaram

Income
group

2

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51t0 75

Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51to75 °
Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs, 51to 75

Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs, 51 to 75

Rs. 76 to 160
Rs. 101 and ower

Rs. 25 and below
Rs, 26 to 50
Rs. 51t 75
Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51t0 78

Rs. 76 to 100
Rs, 101 and ever
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Total No. of
households

)

45
103
83
55
21

17
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TABLFE. No. XIX

Indebtedness

Indebtedness by income group

No. of house-
bholds in debt

~_
&

19
16

11

Percentage of
Col. 4. to Col. 3

~
)

18'45
1928
4364
5238

5-88
28'57
3333

909

Total
indebtedness

©
Rs,
1,300
6,900
12,350
18,130
18,770

200
700
800

150

1,800
5,000

Average
indebtedness

@@

A d

Rs. nP.

1,300:00
363-16
771-88
75542

1,706°36

20000
35000
400°00

)

Achari

Pandithar

Parayan

Oddan

Chakkiliyan

Other

communities

Village Total

Rs.
Rs.
Rs.
Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.
. 101 and over

PEERET

@

25 and below

. 26 to 50
. 51to75

76 to 100

. 101 and over

25 and below
26 to 50
51t0 75

76 to 100

. 101 and over

25 and below
26 to 50
51t0 75
76 to 100

. 101 and over

25 and below
26 to 50
51to 75

76 to 100

. 101 and over

25 and below
26 to 50

51 to 75

76 to 100
101 and over

25 and below
26 to 50

51 to 75

76 to 100

101 and over

25 and below
26 to 50
51to 75

76 to 100

Total
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Table No. XIX (contd.)

3) “) (&) ®) )

3 .ne

1

1 1 100 1,625 1,625:00

2

1 3333 150 150°00

2 1 5000 200 200700

4
14 .

14 5 3571 1,400 28000

2 1 50 700 70000

2 3

6

7 1 2 100 100-00

1 .
1 . .
1 .

1 50 800 800-00
2 .
4 »ee . soe e
5
3 .
2 .

73 1 137 1,300 1,300°00
188 25 1330 8,200 32800
143 28 19'58 17,500 625'00

77 29 3766 26,255 905°34
31 11 3548 18,770 1,706:36
512 o4 1836 7,025 76622

=
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INDEBTEDNESS BY COMMUNITIES

Communities

MUTHURAJAS
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PERCENTAGE
Households )

Free from Debt 3‘}3 {ndebted -

129. While examining the causes of indebtedness, two major causes
prominently. They are ‘losses in houschold cultivation’ and ‘family expenses’. Seventy
households are in debt due to losses in cultivation and 55% of the total debt is under this
cause. Owners of medium sized and small plots borrow for meeting their cultivation expenses.

THIRUVELLARA!L

But the return from their lands is insufficient even to maintain themselves, not to speak of
repaying the loans. So, debts accumulate and often it passes on to the son from the father.
The other major cause of indebtedness is the household expenses. We have 20 households in
this village under this category. The other causes of indebtedness are purchase of lands, marriage

expenses and losses in business.

TABLE No. XX

Indebtedness by causes

K
Community Cause § g
| :
Rs
Muthurajah Purchase of land 11,200
Marriages 500
Family expenses ' 3,950
Household cultivation 29,200
Industry run by the household 11,100
Business run by the household 1,500
Senguntha Family expenses 200
Mudaliar Household cultivation 1,100
Business run by the household 400
Pillai Household cultivation 150
Reddiar Household cultivation 600
Brahmin Family expenses 1,000
Household cultivation 5,800
Pandaram Family expenses 350
Achari Household cultivation 1,625
Pandithar Household cultivation 350
Parayan Family expenses 1,700
Household cultivation 400
Oddan Marriages 100
Chakkiliyan Family expenses 300
Household cultivation 500
Village Total Purchase of land 11,200
Marriages 600
Family expenses 7,500
, Household cultivation 39,725
Industry run by the household 11,100
Business run by the household 1,900

T. V.—10

Number of

families in
debt

LV I
o

an—n»—tn—-N’JlNNNN'—NHm.h.—uUi

[\
w S S

Proportion
of debt due
to cause to
the total
amrount of

19-49
087
688

5083

19:32
2°61

1177

6470

2353

10000
10000
1471
8529
100-00
100°00
10000
8095
.19°05
10000

3750

6250

1555
083

10-41

55'16
15-41
264

debt
(Percentage)



74

VILLAGE SURVEY

CAUSES OF INDEBTEDNESS

o

REFERENCE

Loss In Household Cultivation ’////// Family Expenses

Loss in Household Industry Marriage Expenses

Loss In Household Business

Purchase of Land

%0'sS

THIRUVELLARAT 75

130. Most of the ryots obtain loans for cultivation expenses from the private agencies.

The private agencies are the well-to-do Muthurajahs, Pillais and Reddiars of this village and the

rich land-lords of the neighbouring villages. Only a limited number

Credit facilities of ryots get loans from the Co-operative Society functioning in

the village. The Co-operative Society was established in the

year 1958 and has 112 members on the rolls. It has a share capital of about Rs. 3,672. It

has so far given about Rs. 24,000 as loans to the members, most of which are short-term loans

to be repaid within one year. The purposes for which loans are granted are agriculture, purchase

of cattle, deepening of wells etc. The ryots seem to prefer loans from the private agencies to

those from the Co-operative Society because of the delay in getting the loans from the society and
because of the rigidity of the terms of repayment laid down by the society.

131. Having studied the general economic condition of the people, we may now proceed

to study the economic resources of the village. This village extends over an area of 3,059
acres, out of which 2,678 acres are cultivable and the rest are

Land and Agriculture either poramboke or uncultivable waste. Except for a small
extent of 44 acres which have been classified as wet lands, all

the rest are dry lands. This small extent of wet lands is irrigated by the four small tanks in
the village. About 400 acres of dry lands are irrigable with water from the 130 irrigation
wells in this village. These lands irrigable with well-water are classified as garden lands. The
vast extent of dry lands is cultivated with millets like cumbu, cholam and ragi and cash crops
like groundnut. About 100 acres of the garden lands are cultivated with paddy and the rest
with crops like chillies, irrigated ragi and cholam. The small extent of wet lands irrigable with

water from-the tanks is cultivated with paddy.

TABLE No. XXI

Households owning or possessing land or have given out land to others for cultivation

Number of households and extent of land
r A PR
vE 2 8 28 —E 9 38 28 2
s ° 2o <] Ng vwg o g IE 8 T8 3
Q — bt
Community Name of inferest 5 ;8 8 2B o8 3° 98 o8 28 2
S E 2 - - 5 - “ vy -
z 3 s T 8 = & 8
) - — A [~
o vy ]
1) ) 3 @ 6 ® M ® 9 o) an a2
Muthurajah Land owned 7 9 34 57 79 5
Land owned and taken on lease 7 21 3
Land held from Government
and taken on lease 3 5
No land 77
Senguntha Land owned 2 4 5 5 1

Mudaliar Land owned and taken on lease

Land held from Government
and taken on lease 1 1

No land 21 eh e eee s e e e e e
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Table No. XXI (contd.)
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Land owned
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Table No. XXI (contd.)

M ) @B @ G ©® D ® © W 1) (12
Chakkiliyan Land owned 2
' Land owned and taken on lease
Land held from Government
and taken on lease
No land 10
Other
communities Land owned 1 3 1
Land owned and taken on lease
Land held from Government
and taken on lease
No land 11
Village Total Land owned 1 18 23 54 80 113 9
Land owned and taken on lease 7 24
Land held from Government
and taken on lease v 2 7 7

No land ’ 164

132. Agriculture in this village is to a large extent a ‘gamble in the monsoon.’ The
cultivation of dry crops and the yield from them depend on good rains. Even the cultivation of
the wet lands and the garden lands are very much dependent upon rains. Whenever there are
good rains, the extent under paddy increases upto 200 to 250 acres and when there is failure of
monsoon, the extent drops down to 60 to 70 acres.

133. The terrain in the village is rocky and the water table is 40 to 50 feet below the
ground level. Consequently, it costs between Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 6,000 to sink an irrigation well.
One peculiarity about this village is that many of the irrigation wells are jointly owned by two
or more land-owners. This, in most cases, is because of partitioning of the field with the well.
Sometimes it also happens that owners of small extents of land join together and sink a well
at the meeting point of their plots and irrigate their plots in turns, or in alternative, set up as
many ° Kavalais > or irrigation lifts as there are partners. Twenty irrigation wells are fitted with
pumps operated with electricity.

134. The yield from the land is low because of the low fertility of ‘the soil and the
lack of proper irrigation facilities. The cultivators are generally frustrated. It can be understood,
because they are surrounded by fertile areas where perennial sources of irrigation facilitate
effortless cultivation. Manachanallur, which is only four miles away from the village, is one of
the fertile parts of the district which is supplied with the Cauvery water. To the north of the
village, Thuraiyur and many of the adjoining areas are irrigated by the rivers and jungle streams
which have their origin in the Pachaimalai Hills. Finding that the nature has not blessed them
with any perennial source of irrigation, the ryots of this village sent repeated petitions to the
Government, suggesting various irrigation schemes. They even suggested an impracticable and
costly scheme of bringing the Cauvery water from Thottiam, about thirty miles to the west of the
village. Another suggestion was the construction of an anicut ac-oss Uppar, a jungle stream
running about two miles to the north of the village. The villagers suggested that if an anicut
is built across the Uppar near Peramangalam, the village tanks could be supplied with water
through the feeder channels. This scheme was examined by the Engineers, who finally reported
that the nature of the terrain was unsuitable for any excavation of channels and that Thiruvellarai
was on a higher level.,
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135. 1In all dry and wet lands, only one crop is raised in a year. A second crop is-

possible only in .garden lands. Majority of the wet lands and the garden lands are cultivated
with the Samba crop. They transplant the seedling in October-
November and harvest the paddy in January-February. Many of
the ryots do not raise seedlings, but buy them from the neighbour-
ing Manachanallur. People raising Kuruvai crop, transplant the seedlings in July and harvest
in October. Dry crops like cholam and cumbu are sown in September-October, just before the
monsoon and they are harvested in December-January. Most of the dry crops, take only about
three months to yield. Many ryots mix redgrams with dry crops like cholam, cumbu and
. groundnut,

Agricultural practices

136. Very little manuring is done for the dry lands. Once in two years, the ryots
manure their dry lands either with the tank-silt or by penning the cattle. The wet lands arc
comparatively better manured. The manures commonly used for the wet lands are the farm-yard
manure and the grecen manure. Some of the well-to-do ryots use small amounts of chemical
fertilisers for their wet lands. .

137. The methods of cultivation are antiquated and the tools and implements are old
and crude. The ryots do not use improved seeds. Use of improved implements, use of pesticides
and the benecfits of improved methods of cultivation seem to be unknown in this village.
Agriculture provides work only for a few months in a year. Many of the petty cultivators and
the agricultural labourers earn additional income by working in the Diamond-dressing Pattarais’.
Some of the agricultural labourers go for work in the Manachanallur rice mills. During the
harvest season many of the agricultural labourcrs temporarily migrate to the paddy growing
areas around the village, for about ten to fifteen days and come back with sizeable collections of
grains which they earn by working as coolics. Many of the Muthurajahs and thc Harijans of
this village also go to the neighbouring villages within a radius of two miles for cooly work in
the fields.

138. A majority of the households breed milch cattle and earn decent amounts by
selling milk. There are altogether 205 cows and 236 she-buffaloes in this village. These milch
cattle are distributed between 249 households who belong to the
various communities. The milch cattle owners not only supply
milk to the local tea-shops but send milk to places like Srirangam
which is seven miles away. About ten milk distributors come from Srirangam daily to the village
by cycles, collect the milk in the village and take it to Srirangam. Some people send the milk
to the Srirangam Depot by buses through an agreement between the drivers and the milk depot.
About 200 to 300 litres of milk are exported from this village daily. The local consumption in
the tea-shops ranges from 30 to 40 litres per day.

Breeding of milch cattle

139. The milch cattle owners are paid one rupee for every 3 litres or 1} measures of
milk. The milk collected from this village is sold at Srirangam depot at one rupee per measure
i.e., 2 litres. The majority of the milch cattle owners are found in the Muthurajah community
who own among themselves 125 cows and 137 she-buffaloes. Special fodder is given to the
milch cattle which consists of groundnut cakes, cotton seeds, husk and green grass. There arc
also about 1,700 goats and sheep in the village, majority of which are owned by the Muthurajahs.
Pandarams and Parayans also rear goats and sheep. These people supply manurc to the dry
lands by penning their cattle on the lands.

The paddy fields in the village. These flelds are irrigated by the small irrigation tanks in the
village and only one crop of paddy is raised in a year. :

) .- “"f o £ N R *:!?

The cattle grazing in the vast extent of waste lands in the village
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TABLE No. XXII

Livestock Statistics

Cow Bullock Goat Shecp Buffalo Horse Pig
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Muthurajah 83 125 145 316 161 933 63 621 60 137 1 1
Senguntha .
Mudaliar 16 22 7 9 11 43 1 1 6 18
Pillai 12 17 17 35 5 34 10 20
Reddiar 6 11 10 16 2 10 10 20
Brahmin 8 14 4 4 2 5
Pandaram 2 3 5 8 2 26 5 8
e Achari 3 3 2 2 1 1
i . . Pandithar 3 3 3 4 3 5 1 8 1 1
The Dmmond-dressgng Pattarai  (workshop) in the village. The spaci 13 0 4 p
in front of the house serves ag the workshop pacious verandah Parayan 3 3 > 2 i
' Oddan 2 3 2 3 7 2 6 12 .. 2 40
Chakkiliyan 3 3 3 5 5 22 1 1 -
Other
communities 1 1 4 8 4 9 1 1 3 7
Total 140 205 204 414 216 1,125 68 657 109 236 1 1 2 40
140. < Diamond-dressing’ is an important cottage industry of the village. Synthetic

diamond stones are purchased from Tiruchy; they are cut to the proper size and shape and
polished in this village. This industry is of recent origin and its

establishment dates back to about ten years. According to an
oral account, this industry was introduced in Thirampalayam, a
neighbouring village, about thirty-five years back. More and more pepole in Thirampalayam took
to it, because it proved to be lucrative. From Thirampalayam, the industry spread to the
neighbouring villages including Thiruvellarai. A few enterprising youths of Muthurajah community
introduced this industry to this village and in the course of one or two years, a number of

Diamond-dressing Industry

people took to this work.
141. Almost all the workers who are employed in this work are piece-rate wage earners.

There are nine pattarais or workshops. Among the nine pattarais, two pattarais are owned
by the merchants of neighbouring villages and the seven pattarais
are owned by the natives of this village. One pattarai is owned by
a Chettiar and others by the Muthurajahs. The tools and
equipment for this work cost about Rs. 400 to Rs. 500. No independent worker can be found
in this occupation. The merchants who own pattarais, buy raw diamond stones from the
merchants in Tiruchy and give them to the workers. The workers cut them to the proper shape
and size by grinding them, and polish them till they acquire the lustre of precious stones. They

Organisation of the Industry

Another Diamond-dressing Pattarai i
s i hous P
ten to twelve workers can worlrc?n IZ :hes(:p?);‘att;'m'ed. About |
Speid . are paid on the basis of the number of stones cut and polished
. L ]
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142. For grinding and cutting the stones, the wages range from Rs. 1:75 to 2:50 per
hundred stones. For polishing, which requires greater skill and dexterity, the wagcs range from
Rs. 3 to 5 per hundred stones. The earnings of a worker in this industry depends upon the
number of hours he works. For an adult person who works between 6 to 7 hours a day, the
daily wages range from Rs. 1'25 to 2 and those who work between 8 to 9 hours earn between
Rs. 2 and 3 per day. Grinding and cutting the stones is comparatively easy and an average
woker can grind or polish about 50 to 70 stones per day. Polishing is more difficult and an
average worker can polish only about 25 to 30 stones a day. Even young boys and girls are
engaged in this industry. The average earnings for a boy ranges from 50 nP. to 75 nP. This is

the reason why many of the poor boys do not attend the school and prefer to work in this
industry.

143. Till about four years back, this industry was almost a monopoly of the
Muthurajahs of Kalavaipatty, because all the pattarais were situated there. A Muslim merchant
of the neighbouring village set up a pattarai in the paracherry in which 22 Parayans are now
working. Another merchant set up a pattarai near the road-side where most of the people from

the main village are engaged. This pattarai near the road-side is operated by electricity while the
other eight pattarais in the village are manually operated.

144, There are regular as well as casual labourers in this industry. This industry
provides employment regularly to 130 persons in the village and whenever there is increased
demand for polished stones from the jewellers in Tiruchy, the merchants employ additional or
casual labourers who know the work. The work requires some skill and it does cost something
to learn this work. If one wants to learn this work, he has to get trained in a *pattarai’ and
has to work in the pattarai under the supervision of an experienced worker for three months
without wages. Then, if the merchant is satisfied with the quality of the work he does, he
will employ him on piece-rate wages. This apprenticeship without wages seems to be an
effective block in the way of more people coming into this industry. At the moment, most
of the workers in this occupation are distributed between the three main communities of
Muthurajahs, Mudaliars and Parayans. Out of the 130 workers employed in this industry

90 are Muthurajahs, 22 are parayans and 12 are Mudaliars. None of the Reddiars and Brahmins
is engaged in this work. :

145. In addition to the raw diamond stones which are obtained from Tiruchy, the
other raw materials required for this work are wax, sticks and coal for the stove. The
tools employed in this industry are the grinding stones and
the polishing machine. The grinding stone in the shape of a
wheel, is attached to the wooden axil which can be rotated.
The string or the rope is wound round the axil and is tied to the two ends
about 2’ in length. When the pole is manipulated up and down, the axil and the
wheel-shaped grinding stone rotate. Therc are two types of grinding stones, the rough one
for cutting the unneccessary portion of the diamond and the other one for obtaining a
smooth surface on the stone. The polishing machine is a costly one and it consists of a
smooth iron disc attached to a pivot which is fixed in the midst of a table. This pivot is rotated
with the help of a string and a pedal, which is operated by the leg.

Raw materials and tools.

of a pole

146. The work of polishing the Synthetic diamond falls into three stages. The first
stage consists of cutting the back side of the diamond to proper shape ;

consists of rounding up the face-side and the third stage consists
Technique of production of polishing. The raw diamond stone obtained from Tiruchy

is in the shape of a cube of an uneven surface.
fixed to thc wax head of a stick. The wax head of the stick

oven, and ethe cube shaped stone is fixed into the wax-

the second stage

neve, The stone is
1s slightly warmed up in the
head. After the wax hardens and the

-
4
t i ic i conical shape.
First stage in Diamond-dressing—grinding the bottom portion of the diamond into conical shape
The worker seen in the photograph is & boy of fifteen years.
s



Second stage of Diamond-dressing viz.,—grinding thc face side of the diamond.
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stone is set firmly in the wax, the workman
proceeds to cut the stone by grinding it. He
rotates the grinding stone with one hand and
grinds the diamond with the other hand. The
first stage consists of grinding the upper half
of the diamond stone to a conical shape.
This is actually the bottom portion of the
stone which is embedded into the jewel.

147. The sccond stage consists of cutting
R the face-side. After the first stage, the
y workman warms the wax head slightly and
removes the stone. He reverses it and fixes
it again in the wax head. Now the visible
\ portion of the stone is in the shape of a
square and this has to be rounded up by
grinding. Grinding the face-side is much
more difficult than grinding the bottom. After
the second stage, the stones are washed in
soap water with the help of an iron brush.

Tools used in the Diamond-dressing industry. The 148. The third stage consists of polishing

circular shaped grinding stone is used in the first the stone. The polishing is done on the

and second stages of the work. —The raw diamond smooth metalic disc fixed on the polishing
is fixed firmly on the wax-head of a stick before . . . . R

the workman begins to grind. machine. Soft wax is applied to this disc

before polishing the stone. The stone is fixed

to the head of a nail with the help of wax

and the nail is fixed to a long handle. The workman rotates the disc by operating the pedals

with his leg and then works on the disc with the handle. Polishing is a laborious process and

is more difficult than the first and the second stages. Every face of the diamond has to be

polished carefully and the wax has to be applied to the disc frequently. The workman polishes

the stone till it acquires the bright lustre of a precious stone. After the polishing is over, the

stones are washed once again before they are sent to the merchant.

149. The merchants collect the - polished stones and pay wages to the workers two
or three times a week. Some of the merchants pay advance wages to their regular workers.
The merchants sell the finished products to the wholesale merchants at Tiruchy. The average
return for the merchant ranges from Rs. 125 to 2 per hundred stones, depending on the
size of the stones and the quality of the work done by his employees. The raw stones are
imported from Mettupalayam by the wholesale merchants of Tiruchy and the finished products
are distributed to the jewellers in Tiruchy and other places.

150. This industry was flourishing in this village and the people employed in that
work were quite content, as their daily earnings were much more than the earnings in other
occupations. But with the declaration of the National Emergency and the enforcement of the
Gold Control Rules, the demand for the gold jewels suddenly slumped and so also the demand
for the Synthetic diamonds which are studded on the jewels. Consequently, the merchants
have not been able to sell their stocks of polished stones and have not distributed fresh
stones to be polished. As a result of this, a number of workers who were leading a fairly
contented life in this village have been overnight thrown out of employment. These people have
no alternative work and their immediate future looks rather dismal. Not until the people get
used to the 14-carat jewels and the demand for the jewels increase to the same level as it was»
do these people have any hope of getting back to this work.

T. V.—11



1 & 2. Raw stones obtained from Tiruchirapalli
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3. The stone after the

Tools used in the Diamond-dressing

industry. The nails with wax-heads on

which the stones are set firmly before
polishing them.

; Tools used in the Diamond-dressing
industry. The handle to which the nail is
fixed and screwed up tightly before
the workman begins polishing.

§\\\\\\.‘.’;I.11’./I/IZZ///—// o

4. The stone after the second
first stage of the work. and third stages of the work.
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acquires the bright lustre of a

: ; _ ing—polishing the stone till it
Third stage of Diamond-dressing polishing orated manually.

precious stone. The polishing machine is op



the work.

The polishing machine used in the third stage of

The third stage of the work in progress. The workman is examini
the lustre acquired is sufficient and striking ng whether
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CHAPTER V

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

151. The social life in a village is to a large extent influenced by the ethnic compo-
sition of the village, because the caste plays a vital part in the social relationship between
the various sections of the village population. The Brahminss
Muthurajahs and Mudaliars are the influential communities of
this village. Though numerically weak, Brahmins have consi-
derable influence in the village. In any social hierarchy based on caste, the Brahmins occupy
Lo the first place dnd other sections accept their leadership in religious and social matters. They
A usually set the pattern in those fields, The Brahmin priests officiate at the weddings of the
high caste Non-brahmins. They know astrology and advise on the suitability of matrimonial
alliances and fix the auspicious days for all ceremonies. The Brahmins, as a rule, maintain
social aloofness from the other sections of the population. They do not even accept water from

the Non-brahmin households.

152. Muthurajahs being the majority community, they assert themselves in the civic
and political affairs. They have a confident bearing and outlook and are proud of their caste.
The Muthurajahs normally live on terms of amity with the other castes, but they assert
their strength whenever their dominance is questioned. They feel themselves to be strong in
dealing with the other communities of the village. '

153. A number of Temple service inams in this village were given to the Brahmins
for performing temple services. These inam-lands extend over an area of 700 acres. Some of

the Brahmins have left the village and settled down in other

Inter-Caste relationship places. The Brahmin Inamdars of these lands did not per-
sonally cultivate the lands but had leased them long ago to the
Muthurajahs for very nominal rents of three to four rupees per acre. The nominal rent for
these lands was only a little more than the land revenue. The land revenue was paid by the
Inamdars who were registered as owners of the plots in the village accounts. This was the
practice for the last 40 years. About two or three years back, some of the land owners
demanded increased rent from the tenants. In response to this demand of increased rent the
tenant cultivators put up a counter-claim saying that, by virtue of their cultivating the lands
from time immemorial, the lands belonged to them. The tenants conceded that the most they
would do to the Inamdars was to continue to pay the nominal rent of three to four rupees per
acre. A legal suit covering about 30 to 40 lease-holds has been recently instituted on behalf
of the owners and the outcome of this is not yet known. One immediate effect of this is the
strained relationship between the Muthurajahs and the Brahmins. The Brahmins cannot inti-
midate the Muthurajahs or physically evict them, because the Muthurajahs form the strongest
community not only in this village but also in the neighbouring villages.

154. The Reddiars and the Pillais almost lead a secluded life in Salapatty hamiet,
except for the occasional contacts with the other castes in the main village. They form the
affluent section of the village population and many of them till recently had commercial
relationship with the trade establishments in Burma and Ceylon. Their affluence is cont‘emp-
tuously referred to as ° Kandy Panam’ by the other sections of the population. Ka}ndy is an
important town in Ceylon and many of the Reddiars and Vellalas had trade establishments in
Kandy till they came and settled down in this village with sizeable savings. In the social
hierarchy, the Pillais and the Reddiars are ranked next to the Brahmins and the Acharis.
- Though the Mudaliars are also ranked along with the Reddiars and the Pillais, the latter

The role of caste
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would not interdine with the former. The Muthurajahs are ranked below the Vellalas,
Mudaliars and the Reddiars in the social scale, but they are considered superior to other
communities like the Oddans.

155. The Scheduled Castes of Parayans and the Chakkiliyans occupy the last rung of
the social ladder and the treatment meted out to them by the other communities is not a
happy one. Though it is no longer considered to be polluting
to touch them, no equality is conceded to them. In the former
days, the Parayans and Chakkiliyans could not even walk with
the sandals on, in the streets occupied by the high castes
Though this crude form of untouchability is a thing of the past, many of the other socia{
inhibitions are still observed. None of the high caste people would draw water from the same
well from which the Chakkiliyans and the Parayans draw and nor would they allow the
Parayans and Chakkiliyans to take drinking water from the wells used by them. In Salapatty hamlet
a new well was constructed under the Rural Water Supply Scheme and because the Chakkiliyans’
took water from this well, the other communities do not use that well. A similar situation
prevails in Kalavaipatty hamlet, where the Chakkiliyans are not allowed to take water from the
public well from which the other high caste Hindus draw their water. The Parayans do not
have this problem as they live in a secluded corner of the village where they have their own
drinking water well.

Scheduled Castes and
Untouchability

156. The Harijans of this village do not enter the Perumal temple. When I asked
them whether their entry was forbidden by the other castes of the village, they answered in the
negative, but added that they were afraid that the high caste
Hindus would not like their entering the temple. My conver-
sation with the Harijans on this subject led to the disclosure
of an incident which took place about six years back. The Temple Entry Act which remained a
dead-letter in actual practice, was enforced in many of the villages of Tiruchy district when
Sri Malayappan 1. A. 8., was the Collector. When Sri Malayappan was camping in this village
he collected all the Harijans and entered the temple along with the Harijans. The Hindgus’
of this village and the neighbouring villages were much outraged by this incident. The
however, could not show their resentment to the Collector, but they boycotted 'the.Hari'ay ’
labourers for a year. It was only after the Harijans tendered their apology and assured thJ ;
that they would continue to behave in the traditional fashion, that the high caste Hindus empl eI::ll
them as coolies. Sk

Temple Entry

157. This incident has created such a fear complex among the Harijans that they d
not go to the Perumal temple. Though they agree that the high castes of the Siffuge doy <;
directly and openly object to their entering the temple, the Harijans fear that the high canct)
Hindus would show their resentment in an indirect fashion. In this connection. it shosld ls e
be noted that a number of Harijans are economically dependent on the Mu,thurq'ahs f? hS.o
village and the neighbouring villages in the sense that they are cultivating t‘de 1 Od~ 1?
Muthurajahs as tenants and they - work as agricultural labourers in the lands belongin afz S }?
Muthurajahs. These vestiges of the caste system continue to regulate the social lifeg ngt < tle
because of the conservative attitude of the high castes, but also due to the fear ¢ - . on)t{
the lower castes who, of course, cannot afford to displease the high castes on wh Omlf ex o
economically dependent. whom they are

158. The dominance of the Muthurajahs is also reflected in the workin f.
Panchayat Board. Out of the twelve members in the Panchayat, seven belong to the N%utﬁu fh;
community and the other five are distributed amon ra{:;
Brahmins, Mudaliars, Reddiars, Pillais and the Harijanf B;

virtue of their numerical strength; the M j
a . . 2 . : t
definite say in the civic affairs of the village, Gy

Civic Administration

e

4

* | is vi i i have
e Perumal temple. This village 18 believed to
The massive pag e theVZ?;lr\":::\cv?tewte:\:lple. This pagoda is referred to by .tlheb lo:::; ;:;:ic?:;:
Er e fa’mo}ls it is incomplete. This is believed to havg been built by ot Jthe
st G0purf1m smcfc urteenth and fifteenth centuries. The architecture alslczI l;es;ahe e
T duimg 1:11:); othe massive stone walls on both sides of the pagoda. Note p
Vijaya Nagar stylc.

i i i aSiOnS.
f thc pagoda thl Ough Which deVOuOﬂal songs are sung dullng festive 0oCC;
ampliﬁex’s at ‘he tOp 8] (<




The beautiful rock-cut cave—Markandeyar Guhai—behind the Perumal temple
to have been carved out during the eighth century. The architecture resemble.s t

This is belicved
he Pailava style,
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159. The Panchayat Board of this village was constituted about forty years back. Tt
has an annual income of about Rs. 2,500 and the main sources of income are the house tax,
vehicle tax, licence fees, stamp duty etc. The main item of expenditure is on festivals. At the
time of the annual festival for the Perumal, the village draws nearly 1,000 to 1,500 devotees
from the neighbouring villages and on the day of the °Car festival,’ there is a bigger crow .d in
the village. The Panchayat Board makes special sanitary arrangements like construction of
temporary latrines and provides drinking water to the visitors. The Panchayat incurs an expen-
diture of about Rs. 1,000 every year on these special arrangements. It also spends another
Rs. 700 to 800 in repairing the Panchayat roads and deepening the drinking water wells. The
Panchayat makes regular contributions of Rs. 30 per month to the midday meals scheme of the
village school. The street lights in the main village are also maintained by the Panchayat
Board. ’ .

160. In the last forty years, the Panchayat Board has the following achievements to its
credit. It has constructed with Government assistance, three small roads in the village. These
include the road connecting the main village and the Kalavaipatty hamlet and the road connect-
ing the main village with the paracherry. The Panchayat Board has opened a Reading room-cum-
library in the main village where there is also a radio. The automatic pumpset fixed in the
public well at Kalavaipatty was installed by the Panchayat Board. The Panchayat Board does

not, however, command unanimous respect from all the sections of the population. The

attitude of the majority of the people is one of tolerance and indifference and not many seem
to be interested in the Panchayat Elections.

161, This is a village of temples, the most important of which is the Perumal

temple. The most striking feature of the Perumal temple is the massiveness of its -propor-

tions. This temple extends over an area of about ten acres

The Perumal temple and is surrounded by impressive stone walls eighteen feet

high. There is a huge but incomplete pagoda or Gopuram at

the entrance of the temple on the northern side. This is fifty feet in height and is referred

to by the local people as Mottai Gopuram. Originally, there were four entrances to the

temple on the four sides. But during the invasion of Hyder Ali on Tamil Nad, threec gates
were closed and covered out of fear of looting by the invading armies.

162. There is a beautiful rock-cut cave behind the Perumal temple. The temple is
built on a small hillock. At the rear side of the temple, a cave similar to the caves found in
: Mahabalipuram has been carved in skilfully. This monolithic

The Markandeya Cave cave has also well-shaped pillars supporting the roof. The rock

has been carved to a depth of about 20 feet and it is 40 feet in

length. Many of the inscriptions inside the cave have been obliterated by the ravages of time.

This cave is named after the Saint Markandeya, who is believed to have done penance at that spot.

According to a well-informed priest of the temple, this cave was carved at the time of Nandhi
Varman, a Pallava King who ruled over certain parts of Tamil Nad during the eighth century.

163. Another beautiful feature of this temple is the Chirra Mandapam, the hall adjoining
the Sanctum Sanctorum. Beautiful frescos, illustrating the story of Ramayana, adorn the mas-
sive walls of this hall. There are separate Sanctum Sanctorums for the God and the Goddess
and the presiding deity of the temple is the Goddess Pangayarchelvi, the consort of Lord Vishnu,
There are nine wells and tanks attached to the temple, two of which are inside the temple, and the
other seven are spread out in the village. These wells and tanks are attached to the temple
in the sense that water from these wells are taken for performing oblations to the deities on
festive occasions. These wells are referred to as Theerthams or hoiy waters and devotees visiting
the temple make it a point to bathe in any one of the wells and sprinkle water from the other
wells on their heads. '

) 164. The Swasthic well at the south-western corner of the temple is the most interest-
Ing of these Theerthams. It has been artistically designed and built with granite stones.

s

L
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_ Steps lead into the well from all the four directions. A persoﬁ taking bath in one of the steps,
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say, the steps on the ecastern side, cannot be seen by persons taking bath on the notthert
‘and the southern sides. In other words, persons taking bath in
The Swasthic well any two adjoining steps carinot see each other. The villagers
have named this Swasthic well as Mamiyar Marumagal Kulam
which means ‘the well meant for the mother-in-law and the daughteﬁiﬁ(ﬂaw.’ Hindu folklore
always places the mother-in-law and the daughter-in-law at logger hgp.&é’ with each other. The
reason for naming this well after the mother-in-law and the daughter-in-law, is that both of
them can take bath in the same well (in the adjoining steps) without the necessity of seeing
each other. ' T
' 165. There is no recorded account which would throw light on the history of this
temple. The legend traces the origin of the temple to the pre-Ramayana days, but we feel that
the legend is a later invention to stress the antiquity of the temple.
History of the Temple It is, however, possible to hazard a conjecture about the origin
of the temple, from its architectural aspects. The inner Pagodas
of the temple resemble the architecture of the early Cholas and it is possible that this
temple was built at the time of the early Cholas in the third century. The rock-cut cave
behind the temple resembles the Pallava architecture and this cave is believed to have been carved -
out at the time of Nandhi Varma Pallavan during the eighth century. Two Vaishnavite saints
of the eighth century namely, Periazhvar and Thimmangaiaz'h‘:ar ‘have sung in praise of this
temple. From this, it is clear that this village has been a famous Vaishnavite centre even |
during the eighth century. The outer Pagoda (Mottai Gopuram) seems to belong to a later
period. The columns in the outer Pagoda resemble the Vijayanagar architecture. Further, this
Pagoda is known as Royar Gopuram among the local people. Hence it can be reasonably
presumed that this outer Pagoda -must h.ave been built at the time of the Vijayanagar kings
during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Thus, we may not be far from the truth to say
that this temple must have been built originally by the early Cholas of the third century and it
must have been extended and embellished by the succeeding monarchs of the Chola, Pallava and
the Vijayanagar dynasties. ~ :
166. Periazhvar and Thirumangaiazhvar, in the process of glorifying the presiding
deity of this village, have also sung about the scenic beauty of this village. Periazhvar

(L

~a

N

mentions about the stately buildings and the sky-scrapers at Thiruvellarai which he praises as

sacred place full of scholars and savants well-versed in the Vedas. Thirumangaiazhvar extolls”
the beauty of Thiruvellarai in the following terms. Ao i

QTR

2 t '
“The breeze which flows across from the Mango groves I
expedites the blossoming of the Jasmine flowers and the sweet fragrance ;J
of these flowers wafts over the gentle winds and fills the entire place;
the nightingales which have been nibbling at the mango leaves, ﬂ; & A
: across to the Jack trees to peck and taste their sweet fruits; the A48

village is studded with the beautiful lotus-covered ponds where the fish ‘ o
grow in abundance.

167. Such was the natural beauty of Thiruvellarai during the ci o
Y . th % %
even the remnants of such beauty are there in the village now. There are :cl: sta‘:;lymlr){lildiN % E |
or sky-scrapers nor are there fragrance-filled groves! These facts only confirm our theo c@
this ancient Vishnavite centre is in the process of decay. iy ry .

168. The influence of the Perumal temple extends
much as the temple is also an important factor in the
routine of the rituals to be performed in the temple gives assured employ
the large extent of lands once owned by the temple have been parcelled o‘ftoz::letgv:; x:sans}; gl

inams to various people for performing different kinds of services, There are twelve B

- JI

The Swasthic well known in the Village as Mamiyar - Marumagal Kulam.

beyond the spiritual sphere iaal '
economy of the village. The daily
e

\



The inner pagodas of the Perumal temple
stone pillars. The architecture of the in
It is reasonable to assume that the

r.z
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priests attached to this temple and many of them own lands given to them as service Inams.
There are five part-time musicians attached to the temple and they are paid monthly remunera-
tions. There is also a supervisor, a cook and a watchman attached to the temple. Out of the
830 acres only 75 acres are now owned by the temple and all the rest have been given out as Temple
Service Inams. It is very interesting to study the various kinds of temple services for which inams
have been granted. They include services like chanting of slokas, supplying of flowers to the
temple, supplying Pachady for the pujas, supplying of fire wood, supplying coir rope for the
temple car etc. Inams have also been granted to blacksmiths, carpenters and dhobies for
their work in the temple.

169. The temple gets an annual income of about Rs. 2,000 from the 75 acres of land
owned by it, In addition to this, it also gets a Mohini Allowance of Rs. 770 from the
Government. According to the priests in the temple, this annual income is insufficient for the
performance of all the festivals and religious ceremonies in the temple and for the maintenance of
the temple servants. This temple is attached to the Srirangam Devasthanam and the adminis-
tration of the temple funds is subject to the control of the Devasthanam committee.

Whenever the annual income of this temple is inadequate to meet its expenses, funds are

drawn from Srirangam Devasthanam.

170. Four pujas are performed daily at this temple and about ten measures of rice
is cooked every-day. After the performance of pujas, the cooked rice is shared between the
purohits and other temple servants, In addition to the daily pujas, special pujas are performed
on occasions like New Moon Day, Ekadasi and Krithigai in every month. In the Tamil
almanac, there are several auspicious days in all the twelve months of the year and on all
such occasions special pujas are performed in the temple as on festive occasions. The special pujas

also include processions round the temple by the deities. ;

171. The annual festival for the temple is celebrated in the month of Panguni
corresponding to March-April. This is the biggest festival in a year and it lasts for eleven
days. On all the eleven days, special pujas are performed in the
temple and the deities are dressed in different fashions to
symbolise the various Avathars or the manifestations of the
Divinity and taken round in processions. On the last day, the deities are placed in the massive
temple car which is drawn along the streets in procession. This last day’s festival is known as
the Car Festival and it draws a large crowd.

172. This annual festival known as Panguni Thiruvizha is an occasion of great
social rejoicing and it draws a large number of devotees, say, 1,500 from the neighbouring villages.
People from far off places usually visit their relatives in this village during this festival. It is
during this festival that philanthropic devotees arrange communal feasts for members of their
community and some of them also feed the poor. There are three choultries in this village, two
of them belonging to the Sourashtra community and the other one belonging to the Vaisya
Chettiar community. People of these communities come and stay in these choultries during this
festival and arrange communal feasts for the members of their communities.

173. Popular entertainments like drama and music concerts are also arranged during
this festival. At the time when the Deva-dasi system was in existence, dance recitals by the
Deva-dasis was a regular feature of the festival. The whole village puts on a festival appearance
of a Mela and petty-traders come and set up small shops in the village for the duration of
the festival. The children also have recreations like merry-go-round and dummy-horse-riding

during this festival.
174. To the east of the Perumal temple there is another famous temple dedicated to
Jambunathar (Siva). It is known as Vada Jambunathar temple to distinguish it from the

Jafnbunathar temple at Thiruvanaikkaval near Srirangam. Another popular legend explains the
origin of this temple. According to the legend, an elephant from a forest adjoining this village

Panguni Thiruvizha
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u'sed to go daily to Thiruvanaikkaval and offer its prayers to Lord Jambunathar. Wilcn the
rivers Colc.roon and Cauvery were in floods, . the pious clephant could not cross the rivers to
offer its daily prayers to Lord Jambunathar. The clephant returned to the hillock in this village

apd was lying .there in utter disappointment. Lord Siva installed himself at the top of that
hillock just to give Dharshan to the pious elephant. :

175. . Th?re are nine other temples in the village. The temple dedicated to Lord
Subramanya is situated near the Vada Jambunathar temple and the temple dedicated to Lord
‘Vinayaka is situated in the main village. The temple dedicated
tlg Hanumar, the Monkey-God, is situated on the road-side. The

anumar temple is of r igi its i i i
illustrates the religious sentiments of this villapge people. j:jggtut (1r»\llilnntya;:arslt:)alcrl‘(terzsrtllll:)gnl?elsutzgl);
down from the ¢Mottai Gopuram’ of the Perumal temple and died on the,spot Asy our
readers may be aware, Hindus always attach some sort of religious importance to monl;e s in as
much as they are the descendants of the Great Hanuman, the famous servant of R:m A
devotee of this village performed the funeral ceremonies for this monkey and buried it ::1 the
rf)ad-side. He also set up a stone on the spot which people came to worship in the co 2 of
time. Another devotee of Hanumar erected a temporary shed over the stone and this l];fse me
a regular temple in the course of time This temple which had its origin in the de thccaf a
monkey, began to draw regular streams of devotees, who wused to drop coins in th . Ui od' /
or the collection-box, as their humble offerings to the Hanumar. An automobile oot mt
Uppiliapuram came forward to donate about two thousand rupees towards the constr::tr'lcem fa
temple for Hanumar. Subsequently, an impressive temple was built for Hanumar on lt(;lr; (s)poai

where the monkey was buried and now the tem i 3
i ple is one of the i :
village. mportant temples in the

Other temples

176. Another important temple in the village is th i i
Goddess locally known as Pidari Amman.  This temgple is s?tuftr:é)lie;i: dt]hc:l te(in. tio tl}ﬁ ViAge
¢ Pidari Amman’ is an object of special adoration for all the communities in thcg1 nv‘l‘ln age‘ and
perhaps the Brahmins. This temple also has priests attached to it and the priests b ‘1 age, except
Pandaram community. The people of the village believe that Goddess Pidzri : e'ong to the
them from epidemics like small pox, cholera etc. An annual festival is celeb 'm:ind{l sl
of this village Goddess and it lasts for eleven days in the month of Masi eFri,te -m hor.10u.r
another major festival in the village and this also draws a large crowd to th( Pfurualy). it
of celebrations of Pidari Amman festival is more or less on the same leev‘gl af:- ti:eansrfztfl

festival in honour of Perumal. The other temples i :
ey ples in the village i
deities like Angalamman, Kamakshi Amman etc. #6 are; dedicated 10 ghe losser

177. In addition to the annual festivals describe i :
are Pongal, Deegavali, Adi festival etc. The people are pio:cl ;}E’;;Vfé tt?lz Z:(I::xrlt"::? (l))rt'am fesnval's
tlf)us. They. believe that epidemics like cholera and small-pox are manifestati - Sup?rs‘tl‘
fhspleasure. They do not l?lame the God for any failure of the monsoon, but olelllon;' . Dwm.e
is due to some short—corqmgs on their part. The Perumal festival drav:'s a num)t;t 3 ﬂ'lat i
women who believe that if they take bath in all the nine Theerthams of SR g
appeal to the deity properly, their wishes will be granted. Many others ‘3vashth<e)ﬂ’te$p'le fmd

eir sins’

by bathing in these holy waters. Such are the re
. Lers. mnants of our i i
to which these humble rustics have been conditioned to! o U S ey

g-w '
i*vié >

-

The Sanctum Sanctorum of th
which the water is taken

e Perumal temple. The holy waters
for performing oblations can be see

or the Theertham
n in the fore-ground.

from




The other important temples of the village are the Vada Jambunathar t
The temple on the hillock is Vada Jambunathar temple and the
hillock is Subramania temple. Note the rocky terrain of the plac

emple and the Subram

ania temple,
temple at the foot of the P
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

178. We have come to the end of our story of this ancient village. The religious
importance of this place is further evidenced by the fact that some of the Vaishnavite saints have
sung in praise of this village and its presiding deity. As stated
earlier, this is believed to be the birth place of Uyyakondan, one
of the Vaishnavite saints. In the “Manual of Administration on
Madras Presidency” compiled and printed as long back as 1893, Thiruvellarai has been noted
as a place of pilgrimage. Even Mr. Hemingway refers to the “fine Vishnu Temple * in “his District
Gazetteer on Tiruchy District. From all these facts, one cannot escape the conclusion that this
village has been a religious centre of great antiquity. We feel that it has lost much of its glory
and fame now, because it is practically unknown outside the neighbouring taluks. This is
possibly because the importance of Thiruvellarai as a pilgrim centre must have been eclipsed by
the phenomenal development of the neighbouring Srirangam into a big pilgrim centre of all

India fame.

Antiquity of the village

179. To start with, Thiruvellarai must have been as important as Srirangam. The
Chola Kings of the eleventh century are believed to have renovated and extended the Srirangam
temple. They also endowed large extents of fertile lands to the temple. Due to the interest
evinced by the Chola kings, Srirangam grew into a big pilgrim centre during the eleventh
century. The Thiruvellarai templé does not seem to have attracted the attention of the Chola
kings. After the Pallava kings of the eighth century, the Thiruvellarai temple seems to have been
practically uncared for. The fast development of Srirangam is also due to its proximity to the
Tiruchy town and the fertile region in which it is situated. Because Thiruvellarai is situated in
an arid tract where the means of livelihood are very much limited, it did not draw any permanent
settlers, like Srirangam. As a matter of fact, many of the original settlers of Thiruvellarai have
migrated out to towns like Srirangam and Tiruchy in the last hundred years.

180. Agriculture continues to be the main stay of this village economy. The extreme
poverty of the majority of the population is due to the low yield from the land. This low yield
in turn, is due to the poor quality of the soil and the lack of
Irrigation: The need of the hour  irrigation facilities. The ryots of the village are rather frustrated
that the Government have not been able to construct any irri-
gation scheme to supply water to their hungry lands. They are sure that any irrigation scheme
which would supply water to their lands for at least six monthsin a year would considerably
improve their lot, They suggested a number of schemes, practicable as well as impracticable, in
their repeated petitions to the Government. All those schemes were found technically impossible
and the villagers have almost lost all hopes of getting any aid from the Government in this
connection. Though many of the schemes suggested by the villagers have been found technically
impossible, yet the possibilities of providing some irrigation to this village have not been
completely exhausted. We would suggest that the possibility of constructing deep-bore-wells to
tap the sub-soil water, can be examined. Any such irrigation scheme would greatly enliven the
frustrated ryots of this village and improve their lot considerably.

181. Diamond-dressing is the only other alternative occupation and it provides a stable
source of livelihood for a sizeable proportion of the population. Even that is gone now, thanks

T. V—I12



The Presiding deity of the village.

This is one of the Theerthams attached to the temple.

The big tank near the main road.
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APPENDIX L

CENSUS 1961—SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY
Household Schedule

Name of—

District :
Taluk ;
Village :

1. Name of the head of the family.

(84

(a) Religion.
(b) Community.
(¢) Name of S.C. or S.T.

3. Did this family settle down in this village within the
last ten years? If so, state reasons for migration
to this village.

4, (@) Total number of members in the family.
(b) Total number of rooms occupied by the family.
5. Has any member of the family left the village
during the last ten years in search of employment?

If more than one member has gone away, state
the total number of members.

6. Is any industry or business conducted in the house ?
If so, state the particulars.

(a) Nature of industry/business.

(b) Number of persons, working in each.

(¢) Total monthly income from each.

()} When was it started?

(e) Is any financial assistance received from—
Government,
Co-operative Society.
Others.

(f) State the quantity produced per year.
Quantity consumed at home.
Quantity available for sale.

7. Total family income from—
(@) Land under cultivation.
(b) Rent from land.
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(c) Industry or business.
(d) Occupation.
(e) Others.

8. Has the family incurred any debt? State
the amount outstanding—

(a) From Co-operative Society.
() Moncy lenders.
(¢) Banks.

(d) Government.

9. What is the average expenditure per month on—
(@) Food.
(b) Education.
{¢) Clothing.
(d) Fuel.

(e) Luxuries.

10. (a) State the total area of land owned classified by
crops cultivated.

(b) Are the lands owned or taken on lease?

(c) Are the lands hereditary or acquired? Indicate
area under each.

(d) How is the surplus produce marketed?

Is it sold in the neighbouring town or in

shandies or through middlemen who visit
the villages?

If sold to middlemen, is it because of financial
assistance received from the middlemen for
agricultural operation?

11. Has the household invested anything during the last

ten years on—

(@) Better irrigation.

(b) Better type of cattle.

(c) Better seeds.

(d) Better implements.

(e) Better manure.
(f) More land for cultivation.

(g) Pesticides.

(k) Improved method of cultivation.
(i) Other improvements.

Amount,.

Rate of Interest,

12.

APPENDIX
Diet—
(¢) How many times do they take meals in a
day?
(b)) What are the main constituents of their
food?

(c) How many times in a week do they take
non-vegetarian food?

(d) How many times do they take milk, eggs, fish
and meat?

(e) Is any article of food forbidden? If so, state
which and why?

13. Medical Care :—

Do women go to hospital for confinement?
Do doctors visit the house for confinement ?
Is the assistance of qualified midwife sought?
What is the medical system followed—
Allopathic.
Homoeopathic.

Others.

14. Cattle owned :

No. of cows
Bulls
Buffaloes
Goats

Sheep

15. Does the household possess:

(a) Bench (/) Almirab

(b) Chair (k) Lantern

(c) Stool ()] Petron.nax.

(d) Cot (m) Blectric light

(e) Cycle (n) Kerosene stove
Battery light (o) Car

g)) Radio (p) Bullock Cart

(h) Gramaphone (q) Jutka

(i) Table

93



16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.
22,

VILLAGE SURVEY

What is the dress worn by
Ordinary.
Men

Women

What are the ornaments worn? Give sketches
wherever possible.

Utensils used

What types of utensils are used for cooking and
household use?

(@) Earthenware (c) Copper
(b)) Aluminium (d) Brass

Does the household purchase newspaper daily ?

Has any member of the family taken active part in
politics ?

Has any member taken part in social uplift ?

Is the household member of a co-operative society ?

23, What are the principal deities worshipped?

24. What is the expenditure on marriage ?

25. 1s any dowry given?

26. Is the family in debt on account of this?

Special occasions,

Activity, if | 181he occu-
not et
traditional
working or not

Monthly
Income

Secondary
occupation

Monthly
Income

Primary
occupation

Literacy

Age at
marriage

Marital
Status

Age

NAME

- N o

Total family income per month...\




AREA UNDER

Crop III

Crop 1I

Crop 1

Own lands

Taken on lease

Total

Yt
.

10.

11.
12.

13.
14,

I I

APPENDIX If
CENSUS 1961—SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY
Village Schedule

Name of village:

District/Taluk :

Area :

No. of households :

Distance from nearest town :

Distance from nearest Railway Station :
Distance from main road :

Is it connected by bus ?

(@) Is there a Post Office/Telegraph Office in the
village ?

(b) If not, which is the nearest Post/Telegraph
Office and distance at which situated ?

Is the village covered by the Community
Dévelopment Programme ?

Is there a Panchayat in the village ?

Total population of the village—1951 & 1961 &
(1941 & 1931, if available) .

Is the village electrified ?

Give the number of births and deaths during the
past ten years:

I. HOUSING :

(@) What are the common types of house ? Give a
brief description about type of roof, wall,
flooring etc.

(b) Are houses owned or rented ?

(c) Are the house sites sufficient for the population ?

(d) Do members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes live separately from the others or is there
- any progress towards their living together ?

(6) What is the arrangement of houses in the village ?

T. V.13
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VILLAGE SURVEY

11. LITERACY & EDUCATION:

(a)

©®)

©
()

(e
(f)

Is there any school in the village ? (Specify
whether it is Elementary, Higher Elementary,
High School and also whether it is a night or
day school.)

What is the highest class upto which education
is imparted ?

Who runs the school?

Specify the number of students and teachers in
each.

Is there a Reading room/library in the village ?

Total number of schools:

11I. HEALTH & SANITATION :

()
®)

(©

@
©

6D)
()

®
@
(J)
(k)

)
(m)

®)

Common diseases of the village:

Is native or indigenous medicine practised ?
If so, by how many ?

Give your impression of cleanliness (Inside and
outside the houses):

Are there any latrines in the village?

If there is no latrines, where do the villagers go
to answer their calls of nature ?

What is the source of drinking water ?

What are the drainage facilities available in the
village ? Is it adequate ? ‘

Do villagers send their clothes to the
for cleaning? washerman

How often do they bathe and what d
for body cleaning? ey use

Was the village affected by epidemics recently
like Cholera, Malaria, Small pox etc.?

t i

When did the last cases of epidemics occur?

CV le i

Which is the nearest hospital ?

(o) 1Is there a Primary Health Centre in the village ?

APPENDIX

(p) Does it have a Maternity Ward ?

(9) Where does delivery take place? At home or in

™

the hospital?

Are there any midwives in the area?

IV. SOCIAL LIFE:

(@)

()
©)

@
(e)

(f)
(®

Do the villagers mix freely with each other on
all occasions?

Is widow remarriage allowed?

What is the system of inheritance among the
villagers ?

What are the essential ceremonies that a man
undergoes from birth to death?

What are the essential ceremonies that a woman
under-goes from birth to death ?

How is the body disposed of after death?

What is the expenditure incurred on these funeral
rites ?

V. AGRICULTURE:

(@)
®)

()

@

(@

@)
()
(h)

()
()

Total cultivable area

Principal crops grown with their area for ten
years :

Have the villagers taken to improved methods of
cultivation ?

What are the sources of jrrigation prevalent in
the village? :

Are there any disused tanks in the village? Have
any steps been taken to renovate them ?

Number of pumpsets and irrigation wells :
Do people hire out ploughs etc.?
What are the usual hire charges?

Is there mutual co-operation in agricultural
practices?

Are chemical fertilisers used ?

Is there any Industrial establishment like flour
mill. rice mill etc.. in the village?
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VILLAGE SURVEY

VI. MARRIAGE:

(@)
®)
©
®

At what age are marriages contracted?
Write a note on the marriage ceremonies ?
Is polyandry or polygamy practised ?

Is divorce granted? If so, by whom and for

" what reasons?

VII. RELIGIOUS PRACTICES :

(a)
®)
(©
@

0
)
(8)
()

@

No. of temples/mosques/churches in the village :
Do villagers ever join in common worship ?
What are the main fairs and festivals celebrated 9

How ancient is the festival? Mention the local
legend about the village and the fair or festival ;

Does this attract people from nearby villages?

\
Mention thes'name of the deity:
What is the duration of the festival?

I§ any shandy conducted during the festival
either in the village itself or in the outskirts?

Are communal feasts or free kit i
. chens or
during the festival? ganised

VIIL. CO-OPERATION;

(@

)
()
@
()

Is there a Co-operative Society? i
: y? What is
nature ? (Credit, marketing etc.) 1 the

Total share capital:
Number of members :
Total dues outstading as on date:

Is there scope for develo
e pment of ¢ .
activities ? 0-operative

IX. RECREATIONAL FACILITIES:

(@)
®)
(0

@

What are the recreational facilities available?
Do all villagers participate in these activities?

Is there any play ground in the village ? :
area of playground: ge ? Mention

Is there any club for sports or recreation? What
sports are played and what amenit'.
provided in the club? o e

APPENDIX

X. LIVESTOCK:

(@)
®)

(©
@
O
)

Total number of livestock in the village as per
1956 Livestock Census:

Are there any improved breeds of cattle in the
village ?

Average milk yleld—buffnlofcow :

Which is the nearest Veterinary hospital ?

Is there a cattle pound in the village ?

Is animal transport used?

XI. GENERAL:

(a)

Do villagets tattoo their bodies ?

(b) Do villagers favour. female education?

()
@

@
XII

XIIIL.

Do the children get sufficient quantities of milk ?
No. of street lights (Kerosene or Electric lamps
to be specified.)

Are there any craftsmen in the village ?

Is any legend attached to the origin of the
village ?

Are there any ancient monuments or places of
architectural value in the place? 1f so, describe

them.
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15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.
30,
31.
32.
33.
34,
3s.

0RO NAL s LN

Tamil words
Ammi
Aparasigai
Aradhanas
Arayiram
Arisi
Avathar
Boologam
Brahma Upathesam
Chamaras .
Cumban thattu
Cumban Choru
Deva-dasi
Dharba grass
Gayatri

Gotrams
Guru
Idangai
Kanganam

Kudumi

Kulam

Kumbarti

Maman

Mamiyar
Marumagal
Marriage Pandhal
Masi

Melakkara Mudaliars

Moi

" Moovayiram

Muhurtham
Muhurthakkal
Nadu

Namam
Nathaswaram
Nattuvanar

APPENDIX I

Glossary of ' L‘ocai Terms

English equivalents
Grinding stone
Rear kudumi or tuft
Divine services
Six thousands
Rice
Incarnation of God
Earth
Spiritual instruction of Gayatri
Fans made of peacock-feathers
The stalks of cumbu used as roofing material
Food prepared out of Cumbu
Dancing girls dedicated to temple service
A sacrificial grass used in Hindu rituals.

The most sacred mantra of the Vedas, recited
by the Brahmins.

Exogamous groups in a caste

Preceptor

Left hand

A’ saffron coloured thread worn around the

wrists of bride and the groom.
Tuft

Tank

Sacred light

Maternal uncle

Mother-in-law

Daughter-in-law

A decorated canopy over the marriage dais

Tamil month corresponding to February-
March

Senguntha Mudaliars who are musicians by
tradition.

Money presented to the bride and the groom
Three thousands

Auspicious time for the wedding

Milkpost erected in the marriage pandhal.

A territorial division

The sacred mark worn on the fore-head

A musical instrument.

Dancing instructor

36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.

42,
43,

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.

53.
54.

55.

56.

57.

58.
59.

60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.

APPENDIX

Pachady

Padam Poduthal

Panai

Panam

Panguni
Parisam Panam

Paracherry
Pattarai
Pazhasu

Pen Azhaithal

Pookkattuthal

Poorvasigai

Pottu

Punniyahavachanam e
Punul

Ruthu Jathagam

Seer Varisai

Sigai
Sozhias

Sthalapﬁranam

Thali

Thamboolam

Thapas ‘
Thillai -

Thirumanjanam
Theertham

Undial . Tae

Vadakalai and Thenkalai
Valangai
Varisai

Vazhi anupputhal

103
A side-dish prepared out of curd and

vegetables.
Indigenous way of curing snake bites

A mud pot
Wealth
Tamil month corresponding to March-April

Traditional amount paid as the nominal
price of a bride

The segregated settlement of Parayas

Workshop

Cold rice

Ceremony perfomed on the eve of the
wedding, when the bride is brought to the
marriage pandhal in a procession.

A superstitious ceremony perfoimed to
ascertain whether a proposed matrimonial
alliance has the divine approval.

Front kudumi or tuft

Thali worn by the Deva-dasis

A purificatory ceremony

The sacred thread worn on the body by
Brahmins

Horoscope of a girl based on the time of
attainment of puberty

Customary gifts given to the newly wedded
couple by the bride’s parents

Hair

Brahmins of fhe Chola country—one of the
ancient Tamil Kingdoms.

History and Legendary mythology of a holy

Devotional m§ 'n , %
3 'Chidambaram in ,§o'uﬁ1

A kind of sacred ¥

Holy waters .

Cash collection box kept in the temple

The two sects among lyengars.

Right hand

Customary presents given to the bride by
her meternal uncle.

Bidding farewell
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11.
12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
© 20,
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.
3L
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40

© 0 NAG AW N

List of Villages selected for the Survey

Ayyangarkulam*

. Sunnambukulam

Lakkinayakkanpatti
Thadagam
Arkavadi

. Hasanamapettai

Paravakkal
Arkasanahalli*
Kanakagiri
Pappanaickenpatti
Aladipatti
Iswaramoorthipalayam
Kumbalam
Nellithurai
Hallimoyar
Kinnakorai
Vilpatti
Sirumalai
Periyur
Thiruvalavayanallur
Thénba’xianadu*
Thiruvellarai**
Ariyur
Kadambangudi
Vilangulam
Kunnalur
Kodiakkarai
Golwarpatti

, Visavanoor
Athangarai
Ravanasamudram
Pudukulam
Alwarkarkulam
Kilakottai
Odaimarichan -
Kuvalaikanni
Koottumangalam
Kadathucheri
Kottuthalazhamkulam
Kadukkara

Chingleput District

South Arcot District

t2]
b3]
North Arcet District
. Py )
Salem District
» »
”
”
”

‘” .
Coimbatore District
Nilgiris District

9
Madurai District
2
”
i3]
Thiruchirapalli District
”
- ” :
Thanjavur District
»

-

”
Ramanathapuram District

»» .
Tirunelveli Distric

”»

?

”

Eid

” '
Kanyakumari District

i .

12}

”

"¢ Already printed

L , ‘
** The present volume (No. 4 of the series)



