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FOREWORD

Apart from laying the foundations of demography in this sgb-continem, a hundred years qf the Indian Census :
has also produced ‘elaborate and scholarly accounts of .th'e vanegated ph.er.lomena of 'Ind.lan llfe—.sometlme§ w1t’h
no statistics attached, but usually with just enough stat1§t1cs to give empmcal underpmmng. to thelr. conclusions’,
In a country, largely illiterate, where statistical or nufnencal comprehension o.f even such a simple thing as age w?s
liable to be inaccurate, an understandipg of the social structure was essential. It was more necessary to attain

" a broad understanding of what was happening around oneself than to wrap oneself up in °statistical ingenuity’ or

i i jon’ i i Indian Census came to be interested in ‘many by-paths’ and
‘ tical manipulation’. This explains wky the nsus in *m,
‘I::;lrlleym;c:; branclxz) of scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography and religion’.

In the last few decades, the Census has increasingly turned its eﬁ'oFts to the presentation of village statistics.

_In the er of the times as well as our political and economic structure. For even as we have a great
This suits thel.t entl.p n on the one hand and decentralization on the other, my colleagues thought it would be
deal of centra e lo(on of the Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones of village statistics with flesh-and-
a welcome contm}l . ::'al structure and social change. It was accordingly decided to select a few villages in every
blood accounfslo ‘sc‘; 1 where personal observation would be brought to bear on the interpretation of statistics to
g;ﬁeoicirhs:;c::uzhuoz,a village was static and yet changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and

from where.

of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no lptention to build up a picture for the

Randomx.less titative terms on the basis of villages selected statistically at random. The selection was

whole state in .Qua.nlh obiject being as much to find out what was happening and how fast to those villages

avo_wedly purposive ; t et .:: hoose change and more to remain lodged in the past as to discover how the more

which ha,d fewer rca§l<;ns owere changing. They were to be primarily type-studies which, by virtue of their number

‘ ngr‘t;atl 'Jz:;z;o:v:;lulig;fso give the reader a “feel * of what was going on and some kind of a map of the country,
and distri , :

i i in. ini f thirty-five villages was to be

: sts of selection will help to explain. A minimum o ive village .

" A bn.e:'l accotintc :rfe t?: ::present adequately geographical, occupational and even ethnic diversity. Of this
chosen with grea

minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be as follows :

1d contain one dominant community
. . e to be so selected that each of t_hem woul

‘ (a) At lcgst. elg}lt v111a§e:t;voc; e.g., fishermen, forest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, salt-makers,
B pr‘if:lie]tlz atn;f:;;g{; shou’ld have a minimum population of 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.
quarry-worke .

re to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes of the State. Each village

(b) Atleast seven villages We he minimum population should be 400, the optimum being between 500 and 700.

could represent a particular tribe. T

s should cach be of fair size, .o.f an old and.settled character and cfmtain
ssible, multi-cthaic in composition. By fair size was meant a population .of
mainly depend on agricult:lxre and be s:igcu?ntly away fro? tllxle n;;;gr

o sstrict administrative headquarters and business centres. It should be
sources of modc!'n communlcatlon', such a:at:ez.dls’tl‘rlll?villages were to be selected with an eye to variation in terms
ronghly a day’s journey from the above P! s of modern communication, nearness to hills, jungles and major rivers.
of size, proximity to city and .othcr :11'1 etanution throughout the State of this category of villages. . If, however,
: l;l;t,ﬁil;:;e dv‘v as. tto beta. rcglgilgliﬁcfn?ecological variations within its area, more than one village in the district

r district containe -

might be selected to study the special adjustments to them, N,

(c) The third group of village
varicgated occupations and be, if po -
500-700 persons or more. The village shou



iv

It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly outgrew their original terms of reference, as my
colleagues warmed up to their work. This proved for them an absorbing voyage of discovery and their infectious
enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the inquiry’s scope again and again. It was just as well cautiously to feel
one’s way about at first and then venture further aficld ; and although it accounts to some exteat for a cerfain
unevenness in the quality and coverage of the monographs, it served to compensate the purely honorary and
extra-mural rigours of the task. For, the survey, along with its many ancillaries like the survey of fairs and
festivals, of small and rural industry and others, was an ‘extra’, over and above the crushing load of the 1961

Census.

It might be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope. At the first Census
Conference in September 1959, the Survey set itself the task of what might be called a record in situ of material
traits, like settlement patterns of the village ; house types ; diet ; dress ; ornaments and footwear ; furniture and
storing vessels; common means of transport of goods and passengers; domestication of animals and birds ; markets
attended ; worship of deities ; festivals and fairs. There were to be recordings, of course, of cultural and social
traits and occupational mobility. This was followed up in March, 1960 by two specimen schedules, one for each
household, the other for the village as a whole, which, apart from spelling out the mode of inquiry suggested
in September, 1959 conference, introduced groups of questions aimed at sensing changes in attitude and behaviour
in such fields as marriage, inheritance, movable and immovable property, industry, indebtedness, education,
community life and collective activity, social disabilities, forums of appeal over disputes, village leadership
and organisation of cultural life. It was now plainly the intention to provide adequate statistical support to empirical
‘feel’, to approach qualitative change through statistical quantities. It had been difficult to give thought to the
importance of ‘just enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to conclusion’, at a time when my colleagues
were straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main Census operations, but once the Ceasus count
itself was left behind in March, 1961, a series of three regional seminars in Trivandrum [May 1961}, Darjeeling and
Srinagar [June 1961], restored their attention to this field and the importance of tracing social change through a number
of well-devised statistical tables was once again recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh survey of villages already
done ; but it was worth the trouble in view of the possibilities that a close analysis of statistics offered and also
because the ‘Consanguinity’ Schedule remained to be canvassed. By November 1961, however, more was
- expected of these surveys than ever before. There was dissatisfaction on the one hand with too many general
statements and growing desire on the other to draw conclusions from statistics, to regard social and economic
data as inter-related processes, and finally to examine the social and economic processes set in motion through
land-reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, technological and cultural change. Finally,

a study camp was organised in the last week of December, 1961 when the whole field was carzfully gone through -

over again and a programme worked out closely knitting the various aims of the Survey together. Thz Social Studies
Section of the Census Commission rendered assistance to State Superintendents by way of scrutiny and technical
comment on the frame of Survey and presentation of results.

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prevented my colleagues from adopting as many villages as
they had originally intended to.  But [ believe that what may have been lost in quantity has been more than made
up forin quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time that such a Survey has been conducted in any country, and

that purely as a labour of love. It bas succeeded in attaining what it set out to achieve : to construct a map of

village India’s social structure. One hopes that the volumes of this Survey will help to retain for the Indian
Census its title to ¢ the most fruitful single source of information about the country’. Apart from other features,
it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey hassetupa new Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation.
The schedules finally adopted for this monograph have been printed in an appendix.

New Delhi ASOK MITRA,
July 30, 1964,

Registrar General, India.

PREFACE

An interesting feature of 1961 Census is the preparation of village survey
monographs on selected villages. Sri Mitra has, in his foreword, given a general
idea about the all—India pattern of these village surveys. Madras has chosen 40
villages and this report relates to Kadathuchery village in Kanyakumari district.
This is the sixteenth of the series.

Kadathuchery, a small village in Agastheeswaram taluk lies in a fertile
region and paddy is the major crop. The village has a backward agrarian economy.
The village is predominantly occupied by the Scheduled Caste of Parayans, a
majority of whom are Christian converts. Their ways of life will be of interst to

the reader.

The field survey was conducted by Miss. J. A. Saroj Kumari, Research
Assistant. Sri J. R. Ramanathan, Deputy Superintendent of Census Operations
supervised the work and prepared the report which, after a little editing, has

been presented to the reader.

P. K. NAMBIAR,
Superintendent of Census Operations
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CHAPTER i

THE VILLAGE

Kanyakumari district

AT THE SOUTHERN EXTREME of our
sub-continent lies the district of Kanyakumari.
It is bounded by the Arabian sea on the south-
west, by Gulf of Manaar on the south-e.ast and
.by the Indian Ocean on the southern side. Tt
is the southern most district of Madras State and
the Trivandrum district of the Kerala State lies to the
north-west toit. The Western Ghats which for{n the
western boundary of Madras State gradually sink to
the level of the midland plainsin this district and finally
loose themselves in the Indian Ocean near Cape
Comorin at the Southern extremity of the district. The
district of Kanyakumari, which is named after 2
popular deity, has several distinguishing fcaturgs. . Itis
the smallest and the most densely populated district of
Madras State. It extends over an' area of 646 square
miles and has a population of 996,915 persons. It
coversabout 1.29 per cent of the total area of Madras
State and its population constitutes 2.9 per cent pf the
total population of the State. The populatl.on of
Kanyakumari district form the most literate sec.tnon c?f
the State population. The level of literacy in this
district is as high as 48.57 per cent as compared to the

State average of 31.4%,.

2. Kanyakumari district was a part of Kerala State
till November 1956 when it was merged with th'e
Madras State under the scheme of States Reorgani-
sation. It has the highest percentage of Christians.
Nearly 39 per cent of the population of this district are
Christians as compared to 5.23 per cent in the State.
About 13 per cent of this district’s population are Mala-
yalam-speaking people. The other 87 per cent of thp
population are returned as Tamil-speaking, but their
language is an admixture of Tamil and Malayalam.
Their long association with the Kerala State isreflected
not only in their language but also in other aspects of
their culture,

Adminjstrative units

3. Kanyakumari district has four taluks. The sub-
divisions of a taluk in Kanyakumari district are different
from those in the other districts of Madras State.
Here a taluk is sub-divided into several Pahuthis. A
Pahuthi denotes a group of villages and the components
of a Pahuthi are called Karas. Thus, Kara is the
smallest territorial unit for purpose of administration.

K~~1

Kara refers to a group of settlements which more or
less corresponds to a hamlet in Madras State. The
Pahuthi which comprises a number of villages or
Karas is a fairly big unit, some of which extend over
large areas like 8 to 10 square miles.

Agastheeswaram taluk

4. Agastheeswaram taluk is the southern-most taluk
of Kanyakumari district and it is bounded by Thovala
taluk on the north, and by Kalkulam taluk on the
west. The Arabian sea and the Gulf of Manaar form
the natural boundaries of the taluk on the south and
the east. The district headquarters town of Nagercoil
is also the headquarters of this taluk. Apastheeswaram
and Thovala taluks constituted the famous Nanjilnad,
which for a long time was the granary of the
Travancore State. Agastheeswaram taluk contains a
number of salt pans like Thamaraikulam, Cape
Comorin and Rajakkamangalam. Paddy and coconut
are the important crops of the taluk. It has 16
Pahuthis extending over an area of 107 square miles
and with a population of 225,205 persons.

Location

5. Kadathuchery, which we have chosen for our
survey is a small settlement of Sambavars or Parayans,
in the Thengamputhur Pahuthi of Agastheeswaram
taluk. The Thengamputhur Pahuthi has a total

~ population of 17,784 persons distributed among 3,857

households. It has an area of § square miles.
Kadathuchery is one of the 64 Karas which constitute
the Thengamputhur Pahuthi. It has a population of
464 persons, distributed among 130 households. The
most significant charcteristic of this village is the
predominance of the Scheduled Castes and it is for this
reason that it has been selected for our Socio Economic
Survey. Except a solitary household which belongs to
Vannan community, all the rest belong to the
Scheduled Caste of Parayans. They belong to the sub-
sect of Sambavars. Another interesting feature of this
village is that the majority of its residents are converts
to Christianity. About 54 per cent of the population
of the village consisting entirely of Sambavars are
converts to Christianity. The other 46 percent of the
village population belong to the Hindu religion. The
village is situated in a fertile region where paddy is the
chief crop. An overwhelming majority of the village
population are dependent on agriculture for the

livelihood.
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Neighbourhood

0. This village lics at a distance of onc and half
miles to ‘the west of Parakkai village which lies on the
Nagercoil-Manakudi road. It is connected by a
country road from Parakkai. It is bounded on the
south by the Thengamputhur Pahuthi headquarters,
on the west by Parakkai tank, known as * Palkulam *’
and on the north by Parakkai village. Nagercoil, the
headquarters of the district and the taluk, lies at a
distance of five and half miles on the North-west.
Kottar, a suburb of Nagercoil is an ancient trading
centre.  Suchindram, a famous Saivite Centre lies
directly to the north of the village ata distance
of three miles. The big temple at Suchindram is well-
known for its architecture and the richness of orna-
mentation. Two miles to the south of the village
lies the Manakudi lake (Thamaraikulam). It is a
big salt water lake in the taluk and salt is
produced there on a large scale. This village is only
three miles to the north of the Arabian sea coast
and the Gulf of Manaar lies seven miles to the
cast of it. Cape Comorin, the land’s end of India, lies
only seven miles to the south-east of this village. Cape
Comorin is a beauty spot of unique grandeur where
““the continent ends in a swan-song of broken rocks
and mingling Oceans . The superlative grandeur of
Cape Comorin should be seen to be believed. It is here
that the three oceans, namely, the Bay of Bengal, the
Arabian sea and the Indian Ocean meet. It

attracts a number of tourists who come to see the.

glorious sights of sun-rise and sun-set. Maruthuva
Malai, one of the famous isolated hills in Agasthee-
swaram taluk, lies only about three miles to the cast
of the village. According to the oral tradition, the
Maruthuva Malai is a piece of rock which dropped
down from the Sanjeevi Malai, when it was carried
by Hanuman to Lanka. Medicinal plants and herbs
grow in abundance on this hill which derives its name
from this fact. Pazhayar (Vadaseri river) which is
one of the important rivers of Agastheeswaram taluk,
flows into the Manakudi lake and it runs at a
distance of one mile to the east of the village.

Residential pattern

7. The village extends over an area of 150 acres
and the actual built up area is only about three and
half acres. Itisa small settlement with ill-planned
houses. The road from Parakkai enters the village
on the northern side and extends upto the north-
castern end.  Another main street runs upto the
south-eastern extremity of the village from the north-
castern point. A number of by-lanes branch off from
these main streets and the dwellings are clustered

around these lanes. There is no regular street formd*
tion except for these two main streets, and the house;
are clustered in an ill-planned manner.  Narrow a“‘]c
winding lanes provide access to the houses 1Rt th

interior. There are two temples and two churches “:
the village. This settlement is surrounded by cocOD“t
groves on the western side and clusters of coconV
trees are also found on the eastern side. Except for
about five acres which is covered by the dwellings a0 q
the coconut groves, the rest of the area is covere ’
by paddy fields on all sides and the feeder cl.laﬂﬂc‘
from the Parakkai tank runs on the northern Slfle_ °l
the village. The Sambavars seem to be the origind
settlers in the village and the Vannans migrated 0
this place about 20 years back.

Physical features

8. Kadathuchery is situated amidst very pictw
resque surroundings and it lies in the fertile part of
the district. The village is surrounded on all sides by
ever-green paddy fields and the clusters of coconut
trees around the settlement adds to the beauty of the
landscape. From a distance, it seems a palm-fringed

istand in a sea of green. Three miles to the west of

the village lies the Maruthuva Malai which is 2
prominent feature of the landscape around the village:
The tapering end of the western ghats and the Parfl-
vatha Malai Reserve Forest areat a distance of six
miles on the north-eastern side of the village.

Flora and fanna

9. The flora of the village is not very much varied
even though there are a number of trees in the
village site. It is restricted to shade trees like
Margosa, Portia, Vagai and Karuvelan (acacia arabica.)
and fruit trees like coconuts, plantains and pappai.
Apart from the coconut grove on the north-eastern
corner of the village, a number of coconut trees arc
spread out over built up area. Many of the houscs
have one or two coconut trees, plantain trees and
Murungai (Moringa Oleifera) in their backyards.
There are also a number of Margosa and Portia trees
scattered all over the built up area; these trees
provide shade for the cattle which are tied to their
trunks. The other items of flora come across in this
village are manure plants like Glyricidia which are
found on the field bunds, water lilies which are found
on the banks of the canals and a few other shrubs
and thorny plants. There are also one or two silk
cotton trees and palmyra trees in the village. Besides
these, there are a number of Arali plants (red flowers)
mostly found near the Mariamman temple. The
fauna of the village consists exclusively of domestic
animals and there are no wild animals in the vicinity.
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A distant view of the village

The road connecting the village with Parakkai.




The entrance to the village. The vijl
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Natural divisions

10. Kanyakumari district can be divided into three
natural divisions, namely, (1) the mountainous high-
lands on the north and north-eastern portion of
the district (2) the coastal strip on the south and south
eastern side (Lowlands) and (3) the undulating country
(Midlands) in between the high land and the low
land. Kadathuchery village lies in the low ‘land and
the Arabian sea coast is only about three miles from
the village. The soil of the village is loamy with a
high content of sand.

.Climate and rainfall

11. The climate in the village is quite pleasant
except during the summer months of April and May.
This place has an annual rainfall of about 33 to 35
inches and on an average there are 54 rainy days in
a year. When compared to the mountainous regions
of Kanyakumari district, the rainfall is rather scanty.
The rainfall in the high land region is about 89 inches
per year with 85 rainy days. Nearly half of the
annual rainfall is received during the north-east
monsoon during the months of October, November
and December. This village also gets considerable
rainfall during the south-west monsoon which sets
in the month of June and lasts till August. June is
the month of maximum precipitation and out of the
average rainfall of about 9 inches during the south-
west monsoon, five inches of rainfall are received
during the month of June.  South-west monsoon
weakens towards the middle of August and later part
of August and the whole of September is generally
a period of intermittent rain. The north-east-mon-
soon strikes in October and lasts till middle of Deceraber.
November,December and January are the coolest months
of the year. During October and November, thevillage
gets rainfall for about nine to ten days, in a month.
The dry weather sets in the latter half of December
and the village gets intermittent showers during the
summer months of April and May. The summer lasts
from March to May, which are the hottest months
of the year. Buu the scorching heat of the summer
is considerably tempered by the sea breeze.

Transport and communications

12. This village is accessible only by a jeep or a
bicycle because the road which connects it with
Parakkai is by no means motorable. This road joins
the Nagercoil—Manakudi main road at Parakkai.
Buses ply very often from Nagercoil to Manakudi. So,
bus facility is available only upto Parakkai from where
one has to walk or cycle one-and-a half miles to reach
this village. None of the other neighbouring villages

is ponx}ected with Kadathuchery by roads. People of
this village who go to the neighbouring villages like
Thengamputhur walk along the field-bunds which are
sufficiently wide for foot-paths. People going to
Nagercoil from here walk upto Parakkai or Thengam-
puthur and catch the bus there.  Grains and coconut
are carried by bullock-carts to Parakkai. There is no
P'ost-Oﬁ‘ice in this village, and the nearest Post Office is
situated at Parakkai, one and a half miles awa

Tel.egraph facilities are available only at Suchindran?;.
wh3ch is about three miles away from this villa e’
This village has been recently electrified, but onlyge;

few households have availed then .
facility. eraselves of this

Etymology of the village

13. The name of this village is said to be derjved
from the two words, namely, “ Kadathi®® and “Cherry”
The suffix Cherry means a settlement of Parayas an(i
other low castes. Kadathi is a Malayalam word which
means “to cremate or to bury’’. A legend which is
current' ‘among the people of this village explains
the origin of this word Kadathi. According to this
legend, this place was a big jungle previously where a
few households were scattered here and there. When
a kipg of the neighbouring principality came for hunt-
ing in this jungle, he saw a beautiful maiden and was
irresistably attracted by her beauty. The king
immediately proposed to marry her, but the maiden and
her brothers were not favourably disposed towards the
proposal. The five brothers of the maiden did not
want to give their sister in marriage to the ill-tempered
king. So, they conspired and decided to kill their
sister rather than give her in marriage to the king.
They came to this decision, because they knew that
they will not be able to defy the royal will and they
thought death was a lesser evil to their sister when
compared to the prospects of marrying theill-tempered
king. The poor girl did not know this conspiracy
among the brothers. The brothers under the pretext
of drawing water from the neighbouring well, dropped
a vessel into the well. They called out their sister and
asked her to descend into the well by means of rope
saying that her light weight would facilitate her eas;'
descent into the well. When she was half way into the
well, the brothers holding the rope, dropedit, as though
it was accidental. The poor girl fell into the water and
was drowned. The brothers thereupon covered up the
well and buried their sister inside.

A second version

14. There is also a slightly different version of this
legend.  According to the latter version, the King is
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said to have seduced the maiden when he saw her. The
brothers of the girl, not being able to withstand the
disgrace caused by the seduction of their sister, killed her.
The two versions of the legend agree on the point that
a beautiful maiden was killed by her brothers because
of their unwillingness to give her in marriage to an
ill-tempered king, who took a fancy to the girl. The
name of this village derived from the fact that the girl
was buried here.

Settlement history

15. The settlement pattern of the village population
shows that most of the Sambavars are the ¢Natives of
soil’. Eighty six households or 66.15 per cent of the
total 130 households of the village claim that they are
the original settlers dating back to six generations.

The early settlers are represented both by Hindus and
Christians. The Christians are converts from Hindu
faith who had converted about 200 years back- Thoug_h
any particular reason could not be assigned to this
considerable portion of immigration, yet the fagct re-
mains, that the Sambavars enjoy a monopoly in the
village and this would have attracted some of the
related households of that particular caste. There
are nine households of recent migrants who have
migrated during the present generation. Except the
solitary Vannan household, the other eight househo.ldS
among them belong to the Sambavar communitys
being represented by four households of Hindus, three
households of London Mission sect and a single house-
hold of Salvation Army sect. Table No. I gives the
settlement history of the households.

TABLE No. I

Settlement History

Community Total No, of —~—

Number of households settled

households Before 5 Between 4-5 Between 2-3  One e Present &
generations  generations generations generation generation
0)) (2 3) O] ©)} (6) M

Hindu Sambavar 61 35 2 15 5 4
Vannan 1 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 35 2 6 2 1
London Mission 20 14 1 2 3
Pentecost 2 2

Tetal : 130 86 5 23 7 S;

g

One of the main streets in the

vill

age. Note the church at the far end of the street.




Ethnic composition

CHAPTER 1I

PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL CULTURE

_ 16. Kadathuchery is practically a single caste
village being in the sole occupation of the Sambavars
except for a solitary household of Vannan. There are

464 persons in this village distributed among 130

TABLE No. II
Ethnic Composition

Community
Hindus
Sambavar
Vannan
Christians

Sambavar

Origin of Sambavars

ll:o;ldseho!ds. One hundred and twenty nine house-
ﬂ(l) ss with a total strength of 460 persons belong to
beion:smlt)gv&r csmmunity and the other household
: e Vannan community. Th
Hindus as well as Christi : o
. as an Sambavar and th
constitute a majority as shown in the Table belf;v:'a'ttcr

Total No.
Sub-Sect of households  Persons Males Famales
61 211 107 104
1 4 3 1
" Salvation 46 166 76 90
Army
London 20 74 37 37
Mission ;
Pentecost 2 o 4 5
Total 130 464 227 237

: 17. The Sambavarsare a sub-sect of Parayans which
isa Scheduled Caste. These people claim to be superior

to the other sects of Parayan

exalted account of their origin.

descendants of a Brahmin

Sambavan who was employed

s and they have a very

They claim to be the

priest by name Sala

in a Siva temple to

worship God with offerings of meat every day. A

legend current among the
version of their ancestor

se people, explains the con-
from a Brahmin priest into

a Paraya. According to this legend, the priest Sala

Sambavan was to WOIS
meat every day. One day,
God, by concealing a portion

the deity and giving it to his pregnant
from his post and appolinted

he priestly functions, but also
be a Paraya, a low cem-
f their legendary origin

not only dismissed him
his brother to perform t
cursed Sala Sambavan to
munity, thereafter. In view O

the Sambavars claim to be supe

of Parayans.

hip Siva with the offerings of
he incurred the anger of
of the meat meant for

wife. The God

rior to the other sects

Conversion to Christianity

18. The Sambavars ar -ski
broad shoulders and stu:dydabrli(il:l‘.(m;;i gk
loyvest place in the social hierarchy andyd:'ccupy th'c
ority only over a few other sects of Par:am il
;J;htehrelo;v castes like Chakkilias and Puthirai )"’aan:n::;l
ays gone by, the Par :
gx_xtoxl.c}l?bles and they suﬂ'er:ga?:n:vni::al:;:ated 'as
isabilities at the hands of the high castes s
them were agricultural labourers working iix '.ll:'I ‘;St <
of .the high caste people. After the social refl ; al‘lds
gained strength and the reform measures Ovlv'matlon
:‘::ceéio:y tthehNat.ional Government, their posi:ir:neli:
e 1:30yt as improved considerably and it is an
g reat them as untouchables any longer
e ir previous humiliating position, a number.
o avars had a welcome opportunity to im
eir socu'tl and economic condition when the Ch it
missionaries came to India for evangelical mt!an
and religious proselytizing. The Christian mifrieachl'ng
not only treated the Sambavars as equals ::tn a:;::
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provided them with adequate opportunities to improve
their lot, like free educational facilities, medical
facilities and financial assistance. They also offered
them attractive avenues of employment, which till then,
was very much restricted to these people by virtue
of their belonging to a low caste. A number of these
converted Christians were employed in the educational
and medical institutions run by the Christian mission-
aries. So, a number of these low caste people parti-
cularly the Pallas and the Parayas converted themselves
as Christians. The circumstances which led to the
conversion of a majcrity of these Sambavars in this
village to Christianity are lost in obscurity. However,
the fragmentary accounts we heard in the village seem
to confirm our proposition that it was the amenities
and the opportunity for social amelioration provided
by the Missionaries which drew these people to the
Christian fold.

Denominations

19. All the Christians of this village are Protest-
ants. There are several minor denominations or sub-
sects among the Protestant Christians and there are
three sub-sectsin this village. The numerical strength
of the various sub-sects in the village is as follows:

Sub-sect Number of Population  Percentage

households to total
population

1. Salvation .

Army © 46 166 35.78
2. London

Mission

Society 20 74 15.95
3. Pentecostal '

Sect 2 9 1.94

The Salvation Army

20. The Salvation Army Christians form the largest
single religious group in the village. The Salvation
Army is a minor denomination of the Protestant Sect
founded with the main purpose of helping the poor
and the down-trodden and the propagation of Christian
faith. This evangelical society was founded by
Rev. William Booth. Among the active workers of this
sect, there are ranks and orders as in a regular army.
The Salvation Army has its own Colonels, Majors
and Captains as well as the soldiers or the active
field workers. People who get converted to Christianity
by the Salvation Army workers, are known by the
same name and they form a distinct sect with separate
churches, Pastors etc. Such of those converts who
are enthusiastic to join active service for evangelical

VILLAGE SURVEY

preaching and proselytizing work, sell away their
belongings and join the active group or *the army’
where they are maintained from the common funds
of the Church. The numerical strength of this parti-
cular sect of Christiansin this village is a historical
accident and not a deliberate process of people choosing
this particular sect out of conviction. All these people
were converted by the Salvation Army Missionary
which was one of the most active Christian
Missionary Societies in Nagercoil which is one of the
regional headquarters of this sect. The small dis-
pensary started in Nagercoil by the Salvation Army
Missionary Society in the year 1895, has grown into
a full-fledged hospital with various medical depart-
ments and with 500 beds and it renders valuable
services to the poor people. This hospital is named

after Chatherine Booth, the wife of the founder of the
sect.

The London Mission

21. The next numerically important sect of
Christians in this village are the London Mission
Christians. They were converted by the London Mission
Society which was the other active missionary in
Nagercoil during the 19th century. The present Scot
Christian college at Nagercoil was originally a seminary
established in 1818 by Rev. Mead of the London
Mission Society. These people too, belong to the
Protestant sect and their customs and manners are
similar to that of other Protestant sects except in minor
details. The Salvation Army and the London Mission
Society Christians of this village have separate churches
and priests in this village.

The Pentecostal Christians

22. The third sect of Christians in the village are
the Pentecostal Christians. Though numerically an
insignificant group with nine people, they deserve a
detailed mention because they have certain peculiar
customs and beliefs. The Pentecostal Mission was
founded by an Indian priest named Pandit Rama Bai.
The main functions of this Mission is the preaching of
gospel and conversion of people to Christianity. They
do not have churches like other sects but they assemble
in a common place known as * Faith Homes” and
pray. There is no alter or statute or any other orna-
mentation at these faith homes where the community
Prayers of the Pentecostal people are conducted. The
basis of the religious beliefs of this particular sect is
the power of the Holy-Ghost, the third person of the
Holy Trinity of Christianity. One of the basic tenets
of this sect is that it is possible to attain salvation only
if a human being experiencesthe Holy-Ghost which is

~
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possible only by a strict and austere living. The word
Pentecost is a Hebrew word to mean the 50th day.
According to the religious belief, the Holy Ghost
descended from heaven on the 50th day after the
crucifixion of Jesus. It is known as the “day of the
pentecost > and this sect is named after this day because
of its religious beliefs centering around the Holy Ghost.

Austerity-a chief virtue

23. There are some peculiar customs and manners
observed by these people which are, however, not
found among the other sects of Christians. The
followers of this faith do not wear any jewels.or
ornaments which are proscribed by their faith. Unlike
the other Christian Sambavars in the village, the
Pentecost Sambavars do not also wear the Thalt: or tl?e
marriage badge. The Pentecostal people believe in
« faith cure ” and a sincere devotee is not supposed' to
take any medicine for sickness or ailment. According
to their faith, taking of medicines is superfluous and
unnecessary, as their faith in God, if true an.d honest,
would cure them of all their maladies. B.es1des these,
these people also emphasise on ap§tere living and‘ do
not indulge in feasting and festivities even at the time
of Christian festivals like Christmas a_nd Easter, t.he
celebration of which by these people is marked with

simplicity and solemnity.

The Unifying bond

24. Despite the fact that the.re'are Hindgs as well
as 3 minor denominations of Christians in this vTIIagle,
one common factor which binds them together is the
fact that they all belong to the San}bavar cas'te. For
all practical purposes, they form a s'mgle et'hl'nc %erllxlp
of Sambavar caste, because the.VaI‘IO}lS rellgxops zti}ll 1S
which they profess, make very little dlﬂ'erex?cg in o teﬁ;
day-to-day life and the adherentsvof the Chrl.stlax:1 the
know very little about the doctrines of their % op
faith. Even in their ritual structure, thereis di e:cn.cte
only in matters of detail and form and the core traits
or the essential customs are one and the same, as may

be seen from the discussion to follow.

Marriage customs -

25. The rituals attendant on a Hindu ian;ba:';;
marriage follows the broad patte'rn.adOPtZ ‘a)t’ions
high caste Hindus but with a few significant devi thé
The Sambavar marriage usually takes place 1n hal
bride’s-residence and as among others, the }’:tr?akcs
or the Paripam as it is known by these pel:)pb ’trothal
place before the marriage. The date for the eb s
is fixed after the alliance settled. The lsaa;l)r: ”
generally do not consult the astrologer be

alliance is fixed and the suitability of the match is
mostly decided by the economic and social factors
rather than astrological consultations except in the
case of a few orthodox Sambavars. Consanguineous
marriages are common among them and for the
Sambavar boy, the proper match is his paternal aunt's
daughter or maternal uncle’s daughter. When a boy
does not have a Moraipenn i.e. his paternal aunt’s
daughter or maternal uncle’s daughter, be marries
outside and this match is usually decided on the basis
of economic and social ‘considerations.  After the
alliance is settled, the auspicious date for the betrothal
is fixed by the Valluvan, the caste priest,

Betrothal

26. The betrothal takes place in the bride’s resi-
dence and the boy’s parents along with a party of
their relatives, go to the bride’s house with auspicious
articles like flowers, sugar, fruits, betel nuts and
some times with asaree or a jewel for the bride.
After the terms of the marriage are formally made
known to the relatives attending the function, the
fathers of the bride and the groom exchange betel
leaves or Thamboolam which signifies their agreement
to enter into the alliance. At the time of the betrothal
the Parisam Panam or the bride’s price is paid by the
groom’s party in the presence of the relatives. The
traditional amount of this bride’s price is about Rs. 3
and a higher amount is paid by the wealthier people.
Along with Parisam the bride is also presented with
the auspicious articles broughts by the groom’s party.
The function comes to a close with an informal feast
for the guests.

Wedding

27. The wedding closely follows the betrothal and
it is also held at the bride’s residence. On the eve
of the wedding day, the groom's party move into the
bride’s village in a procession and they are ceremo-
niously welcomed by the bride’s party with the bride’s
brother garlanding the groom. The next day, the
wedding ceremonics commence with the ceremonial oil
baths given to the bride and the groom after which
they are dressed in the wedding finery. The Valluvan
prepares the sacred fire and performs certain oblations
in the fire in imitation of the Brahmins. In the
absence of a Valluvan, an elder member of the com-
munity officiates as the priest. In the decorated
marriage pandal, nine kinds of grains known as
Navathaniam is put in a small pit and milk is poured
over it. Kanganam or turmeric stained strings are
tied on the wrists of the bride and groom. The priest
performs puja to Lord Ganesa who is symbolized by
a lump of cow-dung placed in the pandal and to the
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Thali, by breaking a coconut and burning the camphor,
He formally proclaims the marriage repeating the
names of the parties. The ““ Thali” is passed round
the assembly when the elders touch it and bless it.
After that, the groom takes the Thali and places it
round the neck of the bride when the groom’s sister
ties it. 'Thisis followed by the ceremonial joining of
the hands of the bride and the groom by the bride’s
father. The priest also ties the ends of the groom’s
dhoti and the bride’s saree together, to symbolise
their union in the wedlock. Next, they have the
Moiseithal ceremony during which the relatives and
friends make presentations of small amounts of cash
to the newly wedded couple.  The bridal couple then
go round the sacred fire thrice with linked hands and
the bride’s brother leads them with a lighted lamp into
the house. This marks the end of the wedding cere-
monies and is followed by the wedding feast. Some
of the orthodox Sambavars also have the Nalangu
ceremonies in the evening, in imitation of the higher
castes, the purpose of which is to ward off the effects
of evil eyes. Among Sambavars, there is no separate
ceremony for the consummation of the marriage and
the newly wedded couple proceed to the groom’s
village the next day.

Christian marriage

28. The Christian marriages are different from
those of the Hindus in a number of details and in
the form of marriage, even though the core traits
are the same. Christian marriages have to be announ-
ced atleast three weeks in advance during the
community prayer in the church. This announce-
ment is made by the priest with a view of eliciting
any objections to the marriage from the Christian
community and thisannouncement is known as ‘ Bann
Reading”. 1t should be done¢ on three consecutive
Sundays during the prayersin the church. The Christian
weddings always take place at the church and the priest
officiates at the wedding. On the wedding day, the
bride and the groom are given the ceremonial baths,
as in the case of Hindus, and they are dressed up
in the ceremonial attire. They are taken in a
procession to the church with the bride following
the groom. The wedding ceremonies at the church
commence with a mass prayer. After a short sermon
by the priest, he poses the conventional question to
the bride and the groom whether they would take
the other for a life-partner. After the bride and
the groom signify their formal consent, the pastor
blesses the Thali and hands it over to the groom who
ties it round the bride's neck.. The bride and the
groom next sign in the marriage register and it is also

attested by the witnesses. After this function in the
church, the bride and the groom are taken to the
house in a procession. In this return procession from
the church, the couple march together with linked
hands., The main ceremonies at the house are the
Moiseithal and the wedding feast.

Pentecostal marriage

29. The wedding ceremonies of the Salvation Army
people and the London Mission Christians are identical
but those of the Pentecostal people are significantly
different. The Pentecostal weddings are, by far, the
simplest of the ceremonies. As wearing of jewels and
ornaments have been proscribed by faith, the
Pentecostal people do not have the custom
of tying the Thali. The Pentecostal wedding also
should be announced by Bann Reading on three
Sundays. The kinds of objections which would be
held valid against a marriage are any existing marital
ties, personal misconduct and ¢ unchristian-like >’
behaviour. But in this particular village, no marriage
is remembered to have been objected to at the time of
Bann Reading. The Pentecostal marriage is conducted
in the faith home of the bride’s village where the
ceremonies commence with a mass prayer. There are
also some regulations about the dress of the bride and
the groom among the Pentecostal people unlike in
the case of other Christians. The bride and the groom
are required to be dressed in a spotless white cloth
for the wedding ceremony. Further, the bride should
wear 2 gown or a choli with long sleeves to cover up
to her wrists. Here too, the formal consent of the
bride and the groom is ascertained by the priest before
solemnising the marriage. The priest also administers
an oath to the effect that the newly wedded couple
would .live according to the customs of their faith.
There is no ‘Thali’ tying or exchange of garlands
among them as even the use of flowers has been
proscribed. The most important ceremony is the
ceremonial joining of the hands of the bride and the
groom by the priest who blesses the couple and declares

them as husband and wife after they sign in the
marriage register.

Divorce and widow marriage

30. Child marriages were once common among the
Sambavars, Now, the boys are usuvally married when
they are between 20 and 25 and the girls when they
are between 18 and 21. Divorce is allowed among the
Hindus as well as Christian Sambavars in this village ex-
cept among the Pentecostal people for whom the divorce
is prohibited. The divorce is generally effected by
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a council of village elders known as the. Caste
Panchayat. At the time of the divorce, the dwo‘rced
woman is required to return her Thali anq Pans_am
Panim to the husband. To symbolize the dissolution
of the marriage, the husband picks a thread from the
saree of his erstwhile wife in the presence of -the
Panchayat.  This signifies the dissolution of mar'xtal
relationship between them. There have been toqr
divorce cases in this village during the last ten years,
one of which was decided in acourt.of law. The
Sambavars also recognise widow remarriage exce?t the
Pentecostal people. But it is a rare occurrence in the
sense that only when the widows are young or without
children, they usually re-marry. Tlt;ere have been
only two cases of widow remarriage in the past ten
years in this village. About 20 to 30 years back,
polygamy is reported to have been common among
the Hindu Sambavars, many of whom took a second
wife. Some of our informants opined that second
wife instead of being an additional burden and encum-
brance, can be a source of additional income in the
sense that there will be more people in the famlly_to
work as agricultural labourers and add to the family

income.

Birth of a child

31. Birth of a child is also attended‘ with ({crtain
rituals. It always entails pollution and it is terminated
by a ceremonial bath given to the baby and the motber
on the sixteenth day. The old earthenware used qurlng
on period are thrown out, as they are considered
polluted and new carthenware are bought for further
uce. In the case of first child, the Sambavars also
treat their relatives to a small informal feast. 'Iihere
is no formal naming ceremony among the Hindu
Sambavars. But the Christifms celebr.ate.a formal
baptism ceremony during which the ch‘xld is .named.
The Christians also observe the‘pollutlon. period and
perform purificatory ceremonies like the Hindus. The
baptism ceremony is celebratec! on the 41st day after
the birth. It is celebrated in the church .and the
scale of celebrations depend on the economic status
of the parties. After the prayers at the church, the
priest sprinkles a few drops of water on the babj{ as
a token of washing off its sins. After this, the priest
blesses the child and calls it by the chosen name.
It is customary for close relatives to make presentations
to the child on this occasien. The Penteco'ste.xl
Christians also have the baptism ceremony bu't .n is
devoid of any ostentatious celebration and is 2
very simple and informal ceremony performed in
their faith home.

K-2

polluti

Ear-boring ceremony

32. The Hindus as well as the Christians bore the
ears of their children in a ceremonious way. When
the child is about 3 or 4 years old, the ears of the
children are bored on an auspicious day, when the
close relatives are treated to a small feast. The
maternal uacle of the child presents new clothes and
ear-studs to the children for the occasion. The recent
tendency is to dispense with the ceremony in the case
of male children and perform it only for the female
children. In the poor households, where they cannot
afford any feast, they distribute sugar or jaggery with
some other eatables to the invitees and the function
also is a simple and informal one.

Puberty

33. Attainment of puberty by a girl is the other
ceremonious occasion in Sambavar household. A
pollution period of 16 days is observed, during which
period the girl is kept secluded and given special food.
On the sixteenth day, thegirlisgiven a ceremonial bath
to terminate the pollution and is dressed with the
new clothes presented by her maternal uncle. The
ceremonial bath for the girl is given by her sister-in-law
or by some other close relative of comparable status.
They have a few ceremonies like ‘Nalangu® and
singing on this day, and it is essentially a ladies’
function. Such of those who cannot afford feast for
the relatives distribute eatables to the guests. The
Salvation Army and the London Mission Christians
afso observe more or less the identical customs when
their girls attain puberty, the only difference in their
case being that on the 21st day after the attainment of
puberty, they have a special service in the church to
pray for the girl and fruits and sugar are distributed to
the assembly. The Pentecost Christians of this village
generally do not celebrate the puberty ceremony.

Funeral rites

34, The funeral ceremonies form an important part
of the ritual structure. The Hindu Sambavars usually
cremate their dead except the children and persons
dying out of contagicus diseases whereas the Christians
bury their dead. Tmmediately after the death the body
is washed ceremoniously and turmeric and flowers are
put on the corpse. After the relatives are assembled
and have paid their condolences, the body is placed on
a bier and is carried to the cremation ground. A
small ceremony known as Vaikku Arisi Poduthal is gone
through before the bier is lifted. During this ceremony,
the daughters of the deceased go round the cotpse
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thrice and drop a few grains of rice in the mouth of
the corpse. The philosophy behind this ceremony is
the belief that the soul of the deceased might feel
hungry on its way to heaven and the grains of rice
dropped into the corpse’s mouth is supposed to avoid
that contingency. At the cremation ground, the
ceremony is again gone through, but this time, by the
sons of the deceased. The body is then placed in the
funeral pyre which is lit by the son of the deceased.

Pollution

35. Death entails pollution for a period of sixteen
days. On the third day after the death, the funecral
celebrant and other relatives visit the grave and collect
the mortal remains of the deceased which is eventually
thrown into a river or the sea. The final purificatory
ceremony or the Karumanthiram as itis known in
local parlance is performed on the 16th day after the
death. The ceremonial bath taken on that day is
supposed to purify the mourners of the pollution. The
earthen vessels used during the pollution period are
thrown out and a new set of cooking vessels is used
from that day. The sons and relatives of the deceased
visit the grave with edibles and offer them to the soul
of the deceased. On return from the grave-yard the
relatives are fed in an informal feast.

Christian funerals

36. The funeral ceremonies of the Christians are
slightly different from these. After going through the
ceremonious bath of the corpse and * Vaikku Arisi
Poduthal” at home, the corpse is carried to the church
where special prayers are offered for the well-being of
the soul. From there, the body is carried to the
burial ground and the similar types of customs to
those of the Hindus are gone through before the body
is buried. The after-death ceremonies performed on
the sixteenth day are similar to those of the Hindus.

Identical customs

37. Thus the ritual structures of the Hindus and
the Christians have several meeting points. Except in
certain matters of form and detailslike conducting
marriages in the church, christening their children in
the Church and their forms of worship, the core traits
of their customs and manners are the same even though
the deities they worship are different. The ritual
structure of the Christians was the same as that of the
Hindus before their conversion and all the differences
in their present ritualstructure are the outcome of their
conversion and this presents a unique integration of the
Hindu core traits and Christian forms of ceremonies.
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The similarity of their eore traits is traceable
to the fact that all of them belong to same caste. Thus
the Hindus andthe Christians can be considered to
belong to the same ethnic group. This fact is further
emphasised by the permissibility and desirability of
inter-religious marriages among them. Almost all the
heads of the households in this village have declared
that they have no objection to the marriage between
Christians and Hindus. In fact, boys have married
Christian girls and vice versa. In a majority of such
cases, the Hindu partners have eventually embraced
Christianity. In recent times, there have been six
inter-religious marriages in the village and in five of
them Christian boys married Hindu girls and in the
other case, a Christian girl married a Hindu boy. There
is also no objection to one sect of Christians marrying
into the other sect. As a matter of fact several Salvation
Army people have specifically stated that they have no
objection for their sons and daughters marrying into
the other sect. But at the same time, these people
have declared that they would not like their sons and
daughters marrying into another caste like Chakkilians,
Puthirai Vannans which are lower down in the social ,
hierarchy.

Dwellings

38. The population of this village is distributed
among 130 houscholds which are accommodated in
128 houses. A majority of these houses are tiled houses
and all of them are single-storeyed houses. There are
73 tiled houses, 53 thatched huts and two houses
roofed with wooden planks. All the tiled houses have
been roofed with Mangalore tiles. Twenty-six huts
are roofed with plaited coconut leaves and in the rest
of the huts, the roofing is made of paddy-straw and
korai grass. Many of the tiled houses have walls built
of burnt or unburnt bricks and the huts have only mud
walls. The flooring in a majority of the houses are
also made of mud. Only three houses have cement
flooring; in five houses, the flooring is made of lime
and mortar. Most of the well built houses are owned
by the Christians. Table No. IlI furnishes a detailed
account of the house typesin the village. Thus 42
out of the 73 tiled houses belong to the Christians
and only the other 31 houses belong to the Hindus.
Out of the 57 houses which have brick walls only 23
houses belong to the Hindus and the rest belong to the
Christians.
available. The roofing materials for the thatched huts,
namely, the coconut leaves and the rafters are available
in the village itself. Mud for the building of walls
and for the floor is obtdined eitlver from the edges of

Most of the housing materials are locally

KADATHUCHERY

the fields or from the poramboke lands lying within
the limits of the neighbouring Parakkai village. Bricks

are got made in Parakkai and tiles are bought in the

nearby Kottar.
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Ground plan of a typical tiled house

TABLE No. III

House Types

No. of houses with
roofs made of

No. of houses

with walls built of

No. of houses with
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4 2 1
Hindu Sambavar 61 30 .. 18 13 38 23 53 1
1
Vannan 1 1 1
Christian Sambavar . 6 1 4
s 1 2 2 . .
Salvation Army 4 2
16 2 2
4 2 9 11
London Mission 20 1 13
1 1 2 . .
Pentecost 2 1 1
— Y » . 7 05 3 12 3 5
Total 128 2 73 27 26 n 57
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A typical tiled house with an attic

39. A majority of the houses are small] sized
dwellings. There are 25 single roomed dwellings and
these constitute about 19 per cent of the total number
of the dwellings; 16 per cent of the population of the
village dwell in these single roomed houses. These
single roomed houses are mostly thatched huts where
the single room is used as the kitchen, living room
etc. Another 55 houses have two rooms and these
constitute 42 per cent ; they accommodate 42.6 per cent
of the population. There are 33 houses with
three rooms and these accommodate about 24.5
per cent of the total population. Only 17 houses have
four and more rooms and these constitute about L3750
these accommodate 17.5%, of the village population.
The classification of households by number of rooms

and by number.of persons occupying is given in Table
No.IV.

40. The houses in the village are built in the most
ill-planned manner and except for one or two rows of
houses, abutting the 'main streets, the rest are
illplanned clusters. Very often, one has to pass through
cattle sheds, manure pits and very narrow lapes to
reach the houses. The cattle owners tie their cattle
in the court-yards and the manure pits are also located
there. These make the surroundings very unhealthy.
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Ground plan of a double roomed hut. Note the kitchen
located in front

——

The tiled house of a prosperous Sambavar in the village.

The tiled houses of the well-to-do. Note the coconut trees at the back-yard.




A narrow lane branching off from the main street
provides access to the interior dwellings.
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TABLE No. IV

Households by number of rooms and by number of persons

ﬁ : 'Households  Households Households Houscholds  Households
2 with no with one with two with three  with four or
. F3 @ = regular room rooms rooms more rooms
E g E room ) . . N
o o s a) I's - Y N s N
Community % ‘5 “5' @ 8 34 3 3 e}
o o s ) @ S 4 ° a K @ ° g
£ 242 28§ 3 5§ 2 § 2 § & 3§ 3
= = = g 3 g 3 g 3 = 2 g 3 g
s 5 5 = ] <) o ) ) S kT =) S
: 2 = o = oo = jos 2 oo 2 s
du Sambavar 61 134 21 15 48 25 89 15 45 6 29
Hindu Sa
2 4 1 4 ese .o
Vannan 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 117 166 -7 19 19 63 12 49 8 35
alvati
London Mission 20 50 74 3 9 9 32 5 16 3 17
9 1 5 1 4 . .
Pentecost 2 5
55 193 33 114 17 81
308 464 25 76
Total 130

13

A single roomed hut
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There are no houses with separate bath rooms or
latrines attached. One common feature of many of
the thatched huts and small tiled houses is the raised
platform abutting the entrance of the house. These,
sometimes serve as a lounge for the visitors. In some
of the tiled houses, these raised platforms known as
Thinnais are made out of granite planks supported by
brick constructions at the two ends. Except a handful
of houses built recently,” none of the houses is
properly ventilated and there are a number of houses
without any window or ventilator.
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. A double roomed hut

41. Another common feature in many of the tiled
houses in the village is the attic over the ground floor.
There are no terraced houses in this village, with
ground floor and first floor separately. But the attic
SeIVeS as an improvised first floor where graing and

implements are stored, These attics are very rarely
used as living rooms, The attic is formed over the
terraged 100f of the ground floor and it is covered by
the tiled roof. In 4 corner of the terraced roof, an
opening of about 4’ x 3 is provided and a ladder is

Al

hatched huts ;n the village. The raised mud platform in the front, known as ‘ Thinnai’ not only
The thate serves as a lounge for the visitors but also as a place for the after-ncon nap.




Water stagnates in the low-

lying areas of the village,
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~ serve their purpose, as these poor peo
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Tiled house of a well-to-do Christian. The ventilators on the top provide light to the attic.

attached to this opening to enable people to climb
up the attic. The provision of an attic in a tiled
house is cheaper than building the first floor with a
pucca staircase. In some of the big tiled houses,
these attics are also ventilated but, they are invariably

used only for storing purposes.

42. This village was electrified in the year 1961
and only about 20 houses have been electrified.
The other houses have not been electrified because
the owners could not afford it. For electrifying a
house, an installation charge of Rs. 125 to Rs. 200
has to be paid in addition to the minimum charge
of 2:30 for every month; as an old man cynically
remarked, if he has that much of money to get his
house electrified, he would rather clear his debts
and live a comfortable life at least for about six
months with that money, rather than get his house

electrified. According to him, the kerosene lamps
ple go to bed

early, say by 7.30 or 8.00 p.m. after the day'shard

labour in the fields.

ROOM KITCHEN

ROOM HALL

AL PIAL

Ground plan of a well-to-do Christian’s tiled house
Utensils
' 43. Earthenware dominates the kitchens in this
village. Majo'rlty of the people use only the earthen-
ware for cooking, storing water and for other purposes.
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For eating and drinking, they have cheap aluminium
plates and tumblers. Beyond this, some households
have one or two brass or copper vessels. This is
the position in an average household of the village.
As regards the comparatively affluent section, they
also do cooking with the earthenware, but for storing
water and other purposes they have brass or copper
vessels. There are no silver vessels in this village and
even stainless steel tumblers and plates are rare, being
confined to comparatively affluent section of the
village, Thc carthenware are obtained from the
shandy at Parakkai and they normally last for about
four to six months, unless of course, they -~ = : i
are broken. One set of earthenware vessels - . e
consisting of small pots for cooking and storing water L TR e

costs between Rs.2.50 to Rs.4.00. The aluminium IS i
plates and tumblers are obtained either in the
Parakkai shandy or in the Kottar market. Petti, a palm leaf basket used for carrying things

The large vessel is known as Anda

ot ler one as Thooku Poni.

and the smal

Furpiture and Consumer goods . .
44. There are hardly any furniture wgrg: m;:ct;:)lzsae

ing i.n the village. Thisis understanrfsmeg e

the majority of the people c.oml;:“ml e

cultivators, leaseholders and agrlf:t\:l T

live a hand-to-mouth existence Wi

incomes and they are

left with nothing 1o buy
furniture or other consumer g0

ods. There age only a

The ornamental oil lamp

Utersils
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Household

few afftuent households who possess some items of
furniture and consumer goods. Some of the Christian
households have one or two items of furniture like
a chair, table, bench or astool. Ia many of the
poor houscholds, there is absolutely no furniture
except the locally made cot. The indigenous type of
cot which is made with bamboo sticks and colr-rope
netting costs about three to four rupees and a good
number of the households possess these cots. In the
last five years, only 7 housecholds have acquired
items of furniture like almirah, bed-steads, tables
etc. Two houscholds have acquired almirahs, one
household has acquired a table and another two
housseholds have acquired bed-steads. The other two
households have acquired a bench and a cot.

articles

™ T

gr ] | “
l\lhhllll

J*—’ @1

m llt

Furniture

KADATHUCHERY i9

_ Table No. V gives the number of households, who have

acquired items of furniture and consumer goods
during the last five years. Oaly a couple of house-
holds possess costly consumer goods like radios,

hE3

gramaphone and bicycles. Two households possess
radios, one household owns a gramaphone and other
two houscholds possess a bicycle and a petromax
light.

TABLE No. V

Furniture and Consumer goods acquired in last five years

Number of households which have acquired in last five years

Community "ot Almirah  Bench

Y] 2) ) O]
Hindu Sambavar 2 1
Vannan » )
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army e
London Mission
Pentecost 1

,,,,,, e e——
Tetal 1 2 1

Bed-stead Table Battery Hurricane Radxo

Light Lantern

(&) (O] @) ®  ©®
1 2 2

1 1 .

1

2 1 2 2 2

Fifty five households possess hurricane lant;lrln
and five households possess torch lights. g o(;
possession of consumer goods by households

different sections is indicated in Table No. VI. Though
mosquitoes are in abundance in this village, none
of the households possesses 2 mosquito curtain.

TABLE No. VI

Possession of Gonsumer goods

households possessing
Number of househo

T A

Community

m @ ) “) (5) 6 Q) ®)
Hindu Sambavar 21 2 t
Vannan 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 23 2 1 1
London Mission 10 i 1 1
Pentecost p—/’/_______-—

Total 55 1 s - 1 2 1
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Dress and a shirt or a banian, to cover the upper portion
45. The dressing patterns of the people of this of qW body. Many of the workipg people go bar.e- :

village are similar to the dressing patterns of other bodied and they have only a dhoti round their waist

villages of Madras State and there are no peculiarities. and a towel either tied round their head or worn -

The common dress for a man is a dhoti of two yards round their shoulders. Such people use shirts only B by
}
I
',f
{
i
2
4
! » e 3
3

Bargain with a saree vendor — Saree is the common dress among women folk.

The Thali of London Mission Christians
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The Thali of Hindu Sambavars

The local dhobi at his work




The ‘Urani’ i
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n the village where the villagers generally bathe and wash their cloth
es
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on festive occasions and while going out to towns.
Women-folk wear the usual choli and th.e saree.
Their clothes are of a coarse type cheap in price.
Some of the older women use only sarces and do
net wear cholies.

'

Ornaments

46. The common ornaments found in this village
are the ear-studs and nose-screws. Most of the
women-folk have ear-studs and nose-screws. They
wear bangles made of glass or rubber. Other golden

The ornaments commonl

Conservative car 0

y found—the bracelet and neck-chain

/naments—Pampadam, Thandatti, Visarpkoppu and Pottu worn by old women
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ornaments like neck-chains are ffound¥only among
a few affluent people. The majority of the women-
folk have no other ornaments beyond a pair of ear-
studs and a pair of nose-screws. There are also some
cases of extreme poverty where they do not even have
these minimum amount of ornaments. Some of the
poorer women have taken to imitation ornaments like
neck-chains made of cheap metals. These ornaments

The Thali of Salvation Army Christians

Diet

47. All the households in this village are non-
vegetarians except one household of London Mission
Christians who have chosen to be vegetarians., The
staple diet for these people consists mostly of rice.
This village is situated in the paddy-growing area of
Kanyakumari district and agricultural wages are paid
in kind for harvesting. Only about 15 households
eat other grains like millets in addition to rice. These
possibly constitute the poorer section because those
who can afford, eat rice all the time. Another item
of common food of this village is the tapioca root.
Tapioca is grown extensively in Kanyakumari district
and many of the housecholds supplement rice with
tapioca, Those, who can afford rice all the time, do
not, of course, take tapioca, except perhaps very
occassionally for a change. But the poor people who
cannot afford rice all the time take tapioca regularly.
The tapioca roots are boiled and taken with fish or
other hot side-dishes. The poor people take tapioca

VILLAGE SURVEY

and bangles are availabe in the nearby shandies and
at Nagercoil. A few old women belonging to the
well-to-do families were seen wearing ear-studs known
as “Pambadam . Pambadam is a big cluster of
rings and studs which hangs down the lobbing ears
of the old woman. The men-folk do not wear any

ornaments except a handful of them who have
rings.

Ear ornaments

reg}ﬂarly pecause it isa cheap item of food which is
casily available. The tapioca required for a man for
one meal, costs only between 9 to 12nP. The other
item of food which is consumed frequently is the fish.
For many )Jouseholds, fish is the only cheap non-
yegetarlan Item which they take regularly, as meat
is too costly to be taken frequent]y. Fish’ is easily
available in the nearby shandies and many people also
catch fish in the nearby tanks and chanpels. The
well-to-do e_at meat as frequently as fish say about
once or twice a week. The poor peopl’e eat dried
fish or fresh fish, atleast about three times a week.
The average monthly expenditure for a household on
fish ranges from Rs. 1.50 to Rs. 4.00 depending on
the size of the family and the monthly expenditure
on tapioca ranges from Re. 0.62nP. to Rs. 2.00.
Tea-drinking habitis widely prevalent among the people
of this village and the majority of the people use only
jaggery instead of sugar for the tea. Pable No. VII
indicates the dietary pattern of the villagers,
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TABLE No. VII

” Diet and food habits

Households taking Frequency of meals

~ r ~

g >
g $3 = & > 3
E 22 o & 3 g s
i 5 3 *5 85 3 3 v @
Community o % a2 <3 E = % :
62 > Z [} 3 g 3 s £
Z% 5% 5g 2% =23 8 g 5
CLENDY ST B £g 83 & ° o
&2 Z2 Z& Rice  Wheat OF z2 o & &
m 2) 3 €} &) (6) Q)] ®) 9) (10) (1)
Hindu Sambavar 61 61 61 5 35 20 37 4
Vannan 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 46 46 6 27 8 29 9
London Mission 20 1 19 20 3 16 3 14 3
1 2 1 1
2 2 2
Pentecost -
Total T 1 129 130 15 81 32 81 17
0

the frequency of meals, 32 l.louse-
ho?gs; 13: rZiarg:c meal a day, 81 t}ouseholllds h:c:lc:
two meals a day and 17 households live on three meals
a day. The 32 households tv;;ho ha\;e ?ﬂ;( Z:;’inwz; 2

: :bly excluded the gruel 0
?:thlf::cpgzlg?ve stated only thesquare m'cral: bec;zu::
it is impossible to live on one mea}l a da‘y. . n:o;;ni :g,
of this village normally break their fast in the romings
with the remains of the previous mgh.t s mea1 l.a , For
he poor cultivators and the‘agnoultura b

1““;11, ; cr?xcl made cither out of rice or out of mi etsi
;‘rl:e ::::lg)aratively affluent section have a sigual:) s;:)e:f
consisting of rice, Sambar etc.  In tze 1;1ga 1’10: st o
the people, both rich and the ?oor, } av 2 tapio“:
consisting of rice of partly of rice an partly

Drinking water

49. There arc adequa

in this village; there ar .
private well. The drinking water 18 no

te drinking water facilities
¢ two public wells and one
t protected or

cleaned against contamination, Some people drink the
water obtained from the nearby irrigation channels.
There is also a small tank known as Urany tank
just adjoining the village. With the assistance of the
Community Development Block, two sets of steps have
been built in this tank to enable the people, who do
not know swimming, to bathe. These people bathe
in this Urany tank and also in the irrigation channels.
The majority of the people bathe daily except during
the cold seasons ; but many of them do not use toilet
soaps. According to our survey we find that about 49
households do not use any toilet soap and majority of
them belong to the poorer section with monthly incomes
of less than Rs.50/-. The people also wash their
clothes in this Urani tank andin the nearby irrigation
channels. The state of personal cleanlinesss and hygiene
is not quite high despite the fact that many of them
bathe daily. The material habits of the people
of various income groups are indicated in Table

No. VIIL
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No. of households that
use mosquito curtain
with a monthly income of

VILLAGE SURVEY

TABLE No.

VIII

Material habits

No. of houscholds that
do not use mosquito
curtain with a monthly

No. of households that
use toilet and washing
soap with a monthly

No. of houscholds that

do not use toilet and
washing soap with a

income of income of monthly income of
Community P A ~ A — A — - A
g g g 8 9
2 2 é ; 2 - & ; R g ES ° g
[Ya v -
s 2 28 5 2 28 5 2 3 8 5 04 % 8
2 2 5 & 2.2 53 g 2% & @ 8 8 8 7 =2
¢)) @ 6 @& 6 ©G O G ®» U an @2 a3l w4y asy (e aAN
Hindu Sambavar 6 53 3 15 25
Vannan 1 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 1 12 33 1 10 9 1 16
London Mission 1 1 8 10 { 5 2 1 6
Pentecost 2 2
Total 1 2 28 97 1 1 20 27 2 47

only toilet soap with a
monthly income of

only washing soap with
a monthly income of

No. of households that use No.of households that use No. of households that
send cloths to washerman
with a monthly income of

No. of houscholds that did
not send clothes to washer-
man with a monthly

) ) . income of
Community —= -~ —~ x e e
g g 2 g
| . 5 o g > g 5 2
L - (3]
£ 2 g T 2 7 g ¢ 9 & o 2 4 R g 7
& =~ = 3 g £ % 5 g I & 8 5 T & ¢
-2 5 8 = 2 5 8 < g8 7 g % 3 7 8
a a9 @ @eH @) @) @) 2 @ @) (8 @9 30 Gy (32 33
Hindu Sambavar 3 13 6 50 3
Vannan 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 1 1 7 1 12 33
London Mission 1 2 2 1 1 8 10
Pentecost 2
Total 2 6 22 1 2 28 94 3

The drinking-water well in the village

e
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The bucket used for drawing water from the w gy
and the pot in which the water is stored ’

KADATHUCHERY 25

TABLE Neo. IX

No. of maternity cases

Medical care

Ordinary medical

confined treat{nent Medical consultations Vaccination
Ty 4 88 o 2 Fp 22 Bycalling x
g g s g o §§ :g g in physicians o
Community A L8 T 8 Q2 af g83c T o 8
~ @ 80 = & o S 85 2 =8 a o
W S £ o Q ) 2 9 = 0@ ¢a =] ] o
Z @g @8 32E sE S § o 8,8 2% 379 4 & s =3
g £5 Bc F2 85 3 £ gsgsp Bafs i 5 g ¥ g%
T DS 5 55 Se 3] = g Eagﬁ ARDET 2 £ B 3 28
=T @ =a = 5 ¢ @ g © 20 = 6 £ - =K
g a @& a =2 I < ES o £ 8 < mZz & < =
m @ 6 @& & 6 @M & @ (o) (1Y (12) a3) (a9 (15) ¢16) (A7)  (18)
Hindu Sambavar 64 1 23 116 43 13 vor 61 1 4 ver wes 188 50
Vannan cer 3 1 1 .es 4
Christlan Sambavar
Salvation Army % .. 23 .1 ] 4 32 14 .. 4 2 5 ... .. 13 79
London Mission 43 12 20 5 16 4 19 § 62 23
Pentecost 6 6 1 1 2 6 2
32 .. 126 4 14 . ... 399 154

Total 192 1 58 233 9 98

Health and sanitation

50. There are no lavatories or drainage and
many people answer their calls of nature in the nearby
fields. The cattle sheds and the manure pits adjoining
the houses provide good breeding for the mosquitoes.
It is not uncommon to find kids answering their calls
of nature right in the streets. Though these people
live under the most insanitary conditions, there has not
been any epidemics like cholera and plague in recent
times, but smallpox is not a rar¢ occurrence. A
majority of the population of the village have been
vaccinated. There are no other cases of chronic or
contagious diseases. The village has no medical facilities
and the nearest Government dispensary is at Thengam-
puthur. A homeopathic practitioner is practising at
Parakkaj and an old retired compounder is haviog
good practice at Thengamputhur. The patient.s. from
this village generally go to these private practitioners
for minor ailments; serious cases of illness are taken
to the Kottar Hospital five miles away. Table No. IX

gives the details of medical systems followed by the
villagers. Many of the maternity cases are attended
to only by the unqualified women available in the
village. As against 58, maternity cases which were
attended to by bringing the qualified mid-wife, 233 cases
were attended to by the unqualified Thai in the
village. The doctor from the Primary Health Centre
at Rajakkamangalam visits the village once a week
and many people consult this doctor. A number of
people have been vaccinated at least once and about
154 people have been vaccinated in the last six months.
Some of the old fashioned people drink a strong decoc-
tion made of ginger, pepper and other condiments for
minor ailments like stomach-ache, fever, head-ache
and influenza. Whén these ailments do not respond to
these indigenous decoctions, they go to the doctors.
For snake bite, scorpion bite etc., they seek the help
of the country physician at Parakkai, as they believe
that allopathic medicines are not quite effective in such
cases.
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CHAPTER 111

POPULATION

Population growth

5t. The population of this village according to our
survey is 464 persons comprising 227 males and
237 females. The population of this village according
to 1950 Census was 511 persons, comprising 258
males and 253 females. In the course of the last ten
years the population of the village has gone down by
92 per cent. This decline contrasts with the increase
of population in Agastheeswaram taluk and in Kanya-
kumari district. During the decade 1951-1961, the
population of Agastheeswaram taluk has increased by
23 per cent and that of Kanyakumari district by 206
per cent. The reason given for this decrease in the
population of this village is migration of the people
to the surrounding areas in search of employment.
Between 1951 and 1961, the population of the village

has gone down by 47 persons consisting of 31 males
and 16 females.

Natural increase

52. Excess of births over deaths constitute the
natural increase of population. The births and deaths
registered in this village in the last ten years are as
follows:

Excess of births

Year Births Deaths over deaths
1951 6 4 2
1952 8 5 3
1953 3 8

1954 3 3

1955 8 3 5
1956 5 5
1957 10 17 -7
1958 6 12 -6
1959 13 6 g
1960 9 10 -1

In the last ten years, the number of deaths has
exceeded the births in three years and they have
equalled the number of births in other three years ;
only in four years we find the normal tendency of

births being in excess of deaths. According to the
registered births and deaths given above, the net
increase of population in the last ten years works out
to only four persons. The patural rate of increase
could not possibly be as low as this and this can be only
explained by the fact of under-registration of births.
In this connection, it is relevant to note that the
registration of births and deaths is done by the Village
Officers who, however, do not reside in this village,
butresidein the neighbourin g village of Thengamputhur.
It is quite probable that there is a great deal of under-
1egistration of births, whereas there may not be sO
much of omissions in the registration of deaths.
Normally birth of a child in a family does not entail
much of celebrations and thereby does not attract
the attention of the Village Officers. As contrasted
with this, a death entails public mourning and does
not go unnoticed. This is the main reason why there
may be lot of omissions in the registration of births
as against the correct registration of deaths. This
explanation of course is based on the presumption
that people do not voluntarily get the births and
deaths registered which is true to a large extent,
especially in the villages. The other reason for the
f)mxssions in the registration of births in the village
is that the maternity cases taken to the nearby hospital
at Kottar and the babies delivered jp the hospital are
not counted by the Village Officers, Thus, it is clear
that there is a great deal of under-registration of births
and hence it would be unsafe to comment on the

nfxtural rate of increase on the basis of the registered
births and deaths.

Migration
33. Coming to the acty

we find that the populatio
ten years,

al variation in population,
n has decreased jn the last
. There are no reasonms to think that this
decrease is in any way due to the excess of deaths
over.birtl.m. But it is due to the disturbing factor
of migration. Even according to the ora] accounts
we heard in the village a number of people—say about
60 to 70—have migrated out of thjs village in the last
ten years to the surrounding areas particularly to
N?gerc_ml town in search of employment. So the
mlgra‘tlon has caused a pet decrease of 47 persons in
the village population and jt has more than off-set
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the natural increase, the magnitude of which we arc
unable to assess because of the under-registr.atlo'n of
births. This large scale migration from this village
is understandable especially in view of the fac? that
means of livelihood are very limited in the .v1llage.
The entire population is dependent on agriculture
and there is no household industry or any qthcr
alternative occupation which could give gainful
employment. 1In this connection, it would also‘be.of
interest to note that the population of Nag?rcoﬂ city
which is about four miles away from this village has
increased by 34 per cent in the last ten years. The
abnormal increase in Nagercoil popu}atlon is ngt
entirely due to the natural process of births be.mg in
excess of deaths, but to a large exteqt by th.e inflow
of migrants from the surrounding villages in search
of employment.
Migrants to Nagercoil town

Males 5318

- Females _:134_3.

Total 9661

Kadathuchery is one such village which has
contributed a large number of migrants to Nagercoil

population. From Kadathuchery about 60 to 70 people,
the majority of them being males have migrated to
Nagercoil town.

Density

54. The village extends over an area of 150 acres
or 0-234 square mile. The density of the village works
out to 1983 persons per square mile as against the
State average of 672 persons per square mile. The
density of the village is also higher than the average
density of the district which is 1550 persons per square
mile. In this connection, we would also like to point
out that Kanyakumari district is the most densely popu-
tated district of Madras State excluding the Madras
City. Normally wet and fertile areas are more densely
populated where the dwellings are clustered together
than in the dry belts where the dwellings are a little
scattered.  Agastheeswaram taluk formed part of
Nanjilnad which was once the granary of Travancore
State. The village Kadathuchery is situated in a fertile
region of Agastheeswaram taulk where two crops of
paddy are raised with perennial source of irrigation.
The density of the village in 1951 was much higher.
The density in 1951 was 2,184 per square mile and it

TABLE No. X
Size of household
10 members
Single member 2—3 members 4—6 mimbers . h7——9 rlnembersﬂ &gver ~
No. of . - o - - -
Community households™ . o 3 . %
E '—6 w _2 3 g - g .§ ] 3
i f s f £3: 23 2 2322
e s ¢ s W T ®
T 2 K e} '
3 @ O ©® M ® © (o an (12) (U3 a4 (15 a6 (17
4)) 2
a1 51 W 2 8 7 1 6 4
Hindu Sambavar 61 7 3 4 30 33 40 3 1
1
Vannan i 1
Christian Sambavar . 0 ) N .
Salvation Arm 46 5 1 4 20 21 26 17
alvation Army
1 5 3
3 12 g 19 20
London Mission 20 2 2 9 1 ) 4 5
Pentecost 2
25 31 1 6.4
30 14 4 10 59 67 78 49 125 114 7
Total 1 N
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has gone down by 201 persons in the last ten
years possibly due to the large scale migra-
tion.  There is no possibility of extending
the built-up area of the village, because
the village is surrounded on all its sides by
low lying paddy fields. The built-up area
of the village measures about 34 acres and
the average area occupied by a household
works out to 27 cents or 075 cent per
individual.

Size of Household

55.  The population of the village is
distributed among 130 households and the
average size of the household works out to
3:57 persons. The bulk of the households
in the village are small and medium sized
households, as may be seen from Table
No. X. Thus nearly half the population
are found in the medium sized households
of 4 to 6 members each. The next in
importance is the small households which
account for another one-third of the
population. Ten out of 14 single member
households consist of the widows. Out of
the 8 large households, one is a very large
household with more than 10 members.
The bulk of the houscholds in the village
belong to the category of ‘simple house-
holds’ with husband, wife and unmarried
children. Eighty three out of the total of
130 households are simple households. Only
about 7 households can be classified as joint
families, because they consist of more than
one married couple and their parents. The
other households belong either to inter=
mediate category or of single member house
holds. Table No. XI classifies the house-
holds according to tne types of familjes.

Community

Hindu Sambavar
Vannan

Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army

London Mission

number of
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TABLE No. XI
Types of families
Number of households according to
Total types of families 8
households Simple Intermediate Joint Others B
61 36 5 20
1 1
46 33 1 8
20 13 2 2 3

Pentecost

130 83 3 7 -

Total

2 1
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Sex Ratio

56. The village population] comprises 227 n.yales
and 237 females. This works out to asex r'atlo of
104.4 females per 100 males. The sex ratio in 1951
was 98 females per 100 males. Thus in the last ten
years the sex ratio has gone up in favour of the femal:e:
by about 6 points. This is explained by the fact tha
in the course of the last ten years there h'as been a net
decrease of 31 males against 16 females in the village.
In 1951 the males outnumbered the females and 55.5

" per cent of the village population were males. Now

the females outnumber the males and about 51 per cent
of the village population are females. The present
sex ratio of the village does not conform to th? sc);
ratio of the district and the taluk. .The sex ratio of
Agastheeswaram taluk is one of parity and ;hat IoS
Kanyakumari district is 98 females per hundre] ma :r
as compared with the State average of 9? fc-ma es p
100 males. Here again the abnormality in the sex
ratio of the village is due to the fact that th.c ma_]orhxty
of the migrants from this villageto Nagercoil aqd other
urban areas are males. Another reason VYhICh as
contributed to the abnormality of sex ratio is the fact
that the widows outnumber the ' w1do_wer§. Ther; la;u:e
37 widows against 7 widowers 1n 'thIS‘ village. ! u;
the abnormality of sex ratio in this vxllage'has. ez .
caused by the twin factors of lafge scale migration
males and the large number of widows.

Age structure

57. Concentration of population in tt}e lozver agcf
groups and comparatively slender p.roportnon 0 pc?ptl}
lation in the higher age groups s a characterxg 1((1:
feature of this village population. Please fin
hereunder a statement showing the dlSII‘lb}lthn
of population between different age gFoupst a;
compared to the distribution of the taluk, district an

State population.

=) Percentage in
bl Q‘ A X
a A - Madras
& & Agasthees- Kanya-
A Nugxfber .%” = waram  kumari State
8¢ group presons 5 esg taluk . district
0—14 152 327 387 412 376

15—29 101 218 253 252 259
30—44 86 18°5 17°8 171 192
45—59 74 160 120 11-0 116
60 and over 51 110 6'2’ . 55 56 s
Nearly about 33 per cent of the populatlon' are belogv »
years and only 11 per cent of the population are la pm
60 years. Thus onlyabout 56 per cent of the populatt.

belong to the working age group of 15-59 years. The
age distribution in this village moreor less conforms
to the pattern in the taluk, district and State except
in one respect. The percentage of population in age
groups 45to 59 and 60 and above are considerably
higher in the village when compared to the age distri-
bution of the taluk and the district. Table No. X1
below classifies the population according to age and
marital status."

Marital status

58. Married people constitute 457 per cent and
unmarried constitute about 44-8 per cent of the village
population, the rest being widowed or divorced.
Analysing the marital structure of the males and the
females separately, we find there are greater proportion
of married and widowed people among the females
than among the males. Among females, 452 per cent
are married, another 15-6 per cent of them are widowed
and only 38:8 per cent remain unmarried. 1In the case
of males, 50 per cent of them are not married and
another 3 per cent are widowed; the married males
constitute 46 per cent of the total male population. The
most striking feature of the marital structure of the
village is that nearly 9:5 per cent of the population or
44 persons are widowed. There are 7 widowers and
37 widows in this village. All the widowers
arcabove 45 years of age. The widows are distributed
between two or three age groups, the youngest among
them being two widows in the age group 30-44, Though
widow remarriage is allowed among all sections of the
village population except the Pentecostal Christians,
the widows remarry only when they are young or
without child. There is no widow at the moment
below 30 years of age and there have been only two
widow remarriages in the last 10 years. Possibly these
are cases of young widows below the age of 25 or 30
years. There are also two divorcees in this village and
one of them isa female aged between 35 and 44 and
the other is a male aged above 60 years. Divorce is
also allowed among the people of this village and there
have been four cases of divorces in the last five years
according to our informants. The divorcees not
enumerated during our survey must have possibly
married again or left the village. The age of marriage
is 18 to 22 for the girls and 21 to 25 for the boys. In
the age group 15-19, we find only two girls married and
there are no boys in that age group who are married.
In the age group 20-24, only about 12.5 per cent of the
boys are married, whereas 75 per cent of the girlsin that
age group are married. Inthe age group 25-29, nearly
89 percent of the males are married. In this age group
there is only one female who is not married.
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Community

n

Hindu
Sambavar

Vannan

Christian Sambavar
(Salvation Army)

Age group

(2)
All ages
0-4
5—9
1014
15—J9
2024
25—-29
3034
35—44
45—39
60 & over

All ages
0—4
5-9

10—14
15—19
2024
25—29
30—24
35—44
45—59
60 & ovcr

All ages
0—4
5—9
10—14
15—19
20—24
25—29
3034 -
35--44
45~—59
60 & over
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TABLE No. XIT

Age and Marital status

+

Potal population  Never married Married
e e —te
2, % w B k4
& = =W - 4
3 @ ® ©) @ ® 9
211 107 104 60 41 41 43
19 11 8 11 8

21 I 10 i1 10

35 I8 17 13 17

I8 {3 S 13 5

10 6 4 0 4
s 4 4 1 4 3
13 2 11 2 9
3] 13 Iy 13 15
38 18 20 1 13 10
18 11 7 9 2
4 3 | 3

1 I

2 2 2

1 1

166 76 90 32 36 42 42
20 10 10 10 10

15 6 9 6 9

i8 5 13 5 13
9 5 4 5 . 2
18 7 11 5 2 9
16 1 5 i 10 5
6 4 2
16 7 9 8
25 11 14 10 10
23 10 13 9 6

i Divorced or
Widowed Separated
———— P
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= g G g
= 0 = o

10 an a2 a3

5 19 1 1
2 1
4 10
1 5 1
1
i
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Christian Sambavar All ages
(London Mission) 0—4
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60 & over
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Literac'y
59. One of the brightest aspects of this village is

its high level of literacy. As much as 66.4 per cent of
the village population comprising 55.7 per cent of
the females and 76.7 per cent of the males have been
returned as literates. In 1951 the percentage of literacy
in this village was 69.86 per cent comprising 73.6
per cent of the males and 62 per cent of the females. In
the last ten years the overall level of literacy ha§ gone
down by about three points, but the level of literacy
among the males has increased by three points. The
level of literacy among the females has gone fiown by
nearly 7 points. The level of literacy of this village as
it stands today is even higher than the level of literacy
of Madras City which is 58.8 percent. Next to Madras
City, Kanyakumari district is the most literate district
Wwith 48.6 per cent of the population as literates. The
level of literacy of this village is not only higher than
the district level (48.6%) and the State level (1.31.4%),
but it is also higher than the taluk level of literacy,
viz., 557 per cent. The effective literacy rate of this
village which is worked out by excluding the Q—4 age
group is about 74 per cent. This high level of literacy
in this village is attributed to the enthusiastic gﬁ'or?s
of the Christian Missionaries who set up schools in this
village in the last century. The total literates of the
village are 307 persons, constituted 43.97 per cent by
Hindu Sambans, 36.48 per cent by Salvation Army sect,
17.26 per cent by London Mission Christians, 1.95
per cent by Pentecostal Christians and 0.32 per cent by
the Vannan community. Table No. XIII indicates the
literacy level among the various communities of the
village. Among illiterates, we find that most of them
belong to the higher age groups of above 350t 40years.
These constitute the older generations and the level of
literacy among the younger generations is much highe'r
because the majority of the people invariably send their
children, both boys and girls to the school. The level
of literacy among the females is very high when
compared to the other villages of Tamil Nad and even
the minority of literates among them are found among
the older generations. Out of 104 childrenin the age
group 5-14, as many as 91 children have been returned
as literates and these are mostly the children studying
in the schools. This isa very encouraging sign especially
in view of the fact that there is not even a primary
schoolin this village. There are two schools at Parakkai,
one of whichis a higher clementary school. There is
also an elementary school at Thengamputhur. High

school is situated at a distancé of three miles at
Puthalam. Most of the children from this village walk
the distance of one mile to go to the Parakkaj school,
A few of them are studying in Thengamputhur school.
About six students go to Puthalam high school.
Altogether about 70 to 80 children from this village
attend the schools. In some villages of Tamil Nad
where there are adequate facilities for childrea to study,
a considerable proportion of the children, especially
those belonging to the poorer section do not attend
the schools. But in this village, the position is just
the reverse. Because of the encouragement given by
the Christian missionaries in the form of starting a
missionary school in the village and providing books
and clothes to the poor children, majority of this
village population are alive to the advantages of
education.

Educational levels

60. Fifty per cent of the literates in this village are
literates without educational standards who know just
to read and write and another 46 per cent have
completed primary standards. So only about 4 percent
of the people have studied beyond the primary level.
This includes seven Matriculates, two Intermediates
and two Graduates. Out of eleven people who have
studied beyond primary level, two are female
Matriculates. Except these two women who have
completed Matriculation, none of the other women
literates has studied beyond the primary level. These
people have no prejudice against educating their girls
and a majority of the female children are being sent to
schools. But many of them stop their girls after the
primary level either because of their inability to meet
the costs of secondary education or out of their aoxiety
to get them married soon. The level of literacy is
slightly higher among the Christians than among the
Hindus. The level of literacy among the London
Mission Christians, Salvation Army Christians and the
Pentecosts are as high as 729%, 68% and 679%,
respectively whereas among the Hindu Sambavars it js
64%. Out of 142 persons who have completed the
primary standards only 58 of them are Hindus and
all the rest belong to the Christians. Many of the
literates among Hindus are literates who know just to
read and write.  There are only two Matriculates
among the Hindus and the other five Matriculates are
Christians. -The Graduates, the Intermediates and the
female Matriculates, all belong to the Christian sects,
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Economically active population

61. The economically active population of the
village comprises 255 persons who have been returned
as workers. These constitute 55 per cent of the tqtal
population as against 56'3 per cent of the populgtlsogn
who belong to the working age group of 15-59.

agegroup 15-19 have been returned as workers and the
other 19 per cent of this age group are non-workers.
In other words, out of the total 255 workers in the
village, 211 workers or 83 per cent of the workers
belong to the working age group of 15to 59 and the
other 17 per cent of them are either child workers
below 15 years or old aged workers above 60 years.
There are 9 child workers in the village and these

i e
Ul
e

W Non - Workers

I
R
Community Age Group g‘ 2 —g § g .§ z 2
£ 2 & g 2 & £35
m (¥)] H @ O 6 O @ © o n
. s 211 107 104 117 62 55 94 45 49
Hindu Sambavar All 0::;_::4 o 1 ) . ’
5— 9 21 11 10 21 11 10
10—14 35 18 17 4 3 1 31 15 16
15—19 18 13 5 0 7 3 $ 6 o
20—24 10 6 4 10 6 4
» 25—29 8 4 4 6 4 2 2 2
i 30—34 3 2 1 0 2 8 3 3
g 35—44 31 13 18 31 13 18
s 45—59 8 18 20 31 18 13 .1
60 and over 18 1 7 5 9 6 2 1
%
All ages 4 3 1 32 1 11
Vamnan 0— 4
5— 9 1 1 - - 1 1
10—14 2 2 2 2
15—19 -
20—24
2529
30—34
35—44 1 i 1 1
4559

60 and over

TABLE No. XIV

Only 211 workers or 81 per cent of the people in the

Workers and Non-workers by sex and age groups
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All ages
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All ages
0— 4
5—9
10—14
15—19
20—24
25—29
30—34
35—44
45—59
60 and over

All ages
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20—24
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35—44
45—59
60 and over
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Table No. XIV (Contd.)

1) ) Gy @
Village Total All ages 464 227
0— 4 48 26
5~9 45 21
1014 59 29
15—~19 33 21
20—~24 36 16
25—29 . 32 18
30—-34 22 7
35—44 64 29
4559 74 35
60 and over 51 25

constitute about 15 per cent of the total popqlatio'n. in
the age group 10-14. There are 35 workers comprising
21 males and 14 females above the age of 60 years
and these constitute 68-9 per cent of the population in
the age group 60 and above, 81 per cent of the males
and 56 per cent of the females have been retu.rned as
workers. Another interesting fact about the village is
that the percentage of workers among the females is
considerably high. Nearly 49 per cent of tt.xe women-
folk have been returned as workers as against 62 per
cent of the males who have been returned as workers.
On the whole, the workers constitute about 55 per
cent of the total population. On an average there
are two workers per household. Table }\Io. X1V
classifies the population according to working status.

Non-workers

62. There are  altogether 209 non-workers

) ® 1 (%) 10)  (11)

237 255 140 115 209 87 122
22 48 26 22
24 5021
30 9 7 2 50 22 23
12 18 11 7 15 10 s
20 28 14 14 8 2 ¢
14 25 16 9 72 5
15 18 7 11 O
35 59 29 30 5 5
39 63 35 28 1n .. 1
26 35 21 14 16 4 12

comprising 87 males and 122 females. Out of these, 93
are full time students amd children attending school
who constitute 44:5 per cent of the non workers.
Another 42 non-workers (20 per cent) are females
engaged solely in household work. Another 32 per
cent of the non-workers are dependents and infants
not attending school. Out of the 67 dependents, 53
are children below the age of nine who are not
attending school. These constitute 79 per cent of the
dependents. There are six people in the village
seeking employment out of whom one is a female
Matriculate. Two of them belong to 15-19 age group,
another three to 20-24 and the sixth belongs to the
age group 25-29. The pature of activities of non-
working population is indicated in the following

Table No. XV.
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Table No. XV (Contd.)

of activity :
R (5 f 7 (8) 9
g T g 0 ® O e 6o
Y 5 gRsad :
'g = 'B'U 'E =] 8 F7 g e
Total non. gs 2F £ 55 & 716 M 6 5 I
A group vorkers g b e%o -§ EE gE> Others E’ Christian Sambavar Al ages 37 -
- §IESS , 3
5358 28 g °8 ™5 2 (London Missjon) 0— 4 § 3
~.35 o= Yogd [N 5 " 4
359 Ay Kuzgw g 5— 9 8 3 2
2 ki = 5 oo g g 3
R N N e N - 1014 33 )
o MR e YR e 51904221 1 )
(n @ G @ 6) () _ 3 2 i N
Hind Al . . (8) ) (10 (1 (12 (13) 14 s 20—24 \ 1 ; 3
indu ages 4 45 49 5—29
Sambavar . B 13 16 12 1 = i 1
0— 4 19 11 8 o " 30—34 1 5
5—9 2t 1 g0 10 0 8 3544 2 2
10—14 31 15 16 13 12 2 2 2 45~59
' 3
15-19 8 6 2 s 2 1 60 and over 4 4
20—24
25—29 2 2 2
30—34 3 3
35—44 i
istian Sambav: All ages o2
45—59 7 7 6 Christian Sambavar :
60 and over 3 2 1 2 ! (Pentecost) 0—‘4 !
1 59
10—14 P
Vannan All ages 1 1 1 1519
o ) 2024 1 1
5—9 11 1 2529
10—14 N 30—34
15—19 N 35—A44
0~ .
;5 22: 45—59
B 60 and over "
3034
35—44 e
45—59 .
60 and over
45 48 42
- Village total Alf ages 209 87 122 :
0— 4 48 26 22
Christian Sa/r:bav;lr All ages 74 24 50 10 19 18 13 13 S 9 45 21 24 18 21
(Salvation Army 0— 4 20 10 g l£) .. 10—14 50 22 28 18 24
5—9 15 6 4 1o 5 8 3
’ 7 1 1519 1510
10—14 5 3 s 2 12 1 " 20—24 8 6
15—19 3 1 2 2529 7 5 !
o ! ! 4 30—34 4 4
2529 1 1 1 5
30—34 35—44 > o 10
35—44 3 3 45—59 1 o
45—59 4 4 ‘ .- RO 60 and over 16 4 ,
60 and over 9 2 4
. - s l 2
. . r .. K~6



CHAPTER {1V

VILLAGE ECONOMY

Agrarian economy

63. This village provides a typical example of a
backward agrarian economy with low yield, poor
carpings and under-employment. There are no industries
of note or any other significant subsidiary sources of
income and an overwhelming number are dependent
on agriculture for their livelihood. Asmany as 113
households out of the total of 130 houscholds are
dependent on agriculture for their livelihood. These
113 households constitute 86.9 per cent of the total
households in the village and comprise of 53 households
engaged in cultivation and 60 households primarily
dependent on agricultural labour for their livelihood.
Thus only about 13.1 per cent of the households are
dependent on non-agricultural occupations. Out of
the 53 households who are engaged in cultivation, 44
households are solely engaged in cultivation without
any second string to their bow. Out of the nine

households which have secondary occupations, seven
households combine business with cultivation and
two households combine the houschold industry of
spinning on Ambac Charkha with cultivation. Among
the minority of households engaged in non-agriculturat
occupations, four households are exclusively engaged
in business in addition to the seven households which
combine business with cultivation. The types of petty
business in which these households are engaged are
grocery stores, tea shop, coconut business, rice cake
selling etc. There are also five households who have
been returned as general coolies. These are landless
lubourers who earn their livelihood through miscel-
luneous items of cooly work including agriculture.
The other households are those salaried workers like
the teacher, clerk and the priest in addition to the
solitary Dhoby’s household and household dependent

on tailoring. Table No. XVI gives the occupational
classification of houscholds.

TABLE Ne. XVI
Occupational Classification of households

Households engaged in

o — -
1 D —
& 2 & 5. BY §
g S =258 7 2
6= g =83 S o 8
e & T E» cedp .
Community z'ﬁ S 8» s z 2283 2 % Other Details of Details of
¢ § g5 55 83838 §Z occupations Industries Business
S5 5 B85 &% S ZeRE3
28 3 80 ¢= 3J 58~ '3M
= O = Z |0 o
Hindu Sambavar 61 12 1 2 1 3 Agriculturallabourer 38 Tailor 1 Grocery business 2
g:;:;a(.jlaggoly 22 Ambar Charka 1 Coconut business 1
grolégr (builock selling) 1
Vannan i ... .. .. .. .. .. Dhoby 1 weks cagsselling l
Christian Sambavar
(Salvation Army) 46 24 ... .. ) S 2 égricullugal labourer {5 Coconut business 2
eneral Cool i i
geligious wor){(er . Rice cake selling 1
e
Christian Sambavar L pendant :
(Londor Mission) 2 & .. .. 1 1 1 Teacher 1 Ambar Charka 1 Rice cake selling 1
Agrigultural labourer 6 Coconut busi 1
Eﬁlt lt(nanufactu\'ing 1 ness
Christian Sambavar ! '
(Pentecost) 2 .. .. .. <. .. 1 Agricultural labourer 1 Coconut selling 1
Village total 130 44 ... 1 4 2 7 Agriculturallabouser 60 Ambar charka 2 Coconut busin 3
g;r(;ebr;l labourer 4 Tailor 1 Grocery busiln::ss 2
) Rice cake sellin 2
Sa}itﬂt(nanufacturmg : Broker (bullockg_selling) 1
Religious worker 1 Duck’s eggs selling !
Teacher 1
. Dependants 3
Total 130 44 .. 1 4 2 7 7 3 11

KADATHUCHERY

Occupational structure

64. The working force of this village consists
of 255 workers comprising 140 male workers and
115 female workers. Out of these, a total number
of 224 workers comprising 116 males and_lOS
females are engaged in agriculture. These constitute
as much as 87.8 per cent of the total workers.
The workers engaged in agriculture compri'se two
occupation groups viz., cultivators and the agrfcultural
labourers. There are altogether 128 agricultural
labourers comprising 59 males and 69 females. These

43

form the largest occupational group in the village
and constitute 50.2 per cent of the total workers.
The other occupational group consists of 96 cultivators
who constitute 37.65 per cent of the total workers.
These inculude 57 male and 39 female workers.
Among these, only 63 workers are owner cultivators
and the rest are leasehold cultivators. The distri-
bution of the working force among the major
groups of occupations viz. cultivation, industry
business and other occupations is given in
Table No XVIL,

TABLE Ne. XVII

Workers classified by Sex, Age group, Industry, Business and Cultivation

Workers engaged in

Household Household Household Other
Total Workers Industry B_u:'?‘e_%ﬁ E_\IEYBES.IL 9-02‘.{33“_0?:
Community Age group r-:—-*—-—g—\ ;w: — P . P P
£ F m b = = w = 2
¢} 2 @ @ O 6 O ® O a0 «an (12) (13)
Hindu Sambavar All ages 117 62 55 1 2 .. 15 9 45 45
0— 4
5—9
10—14 4 3 1 3 1
15—19 10 7 3 1 1 6 2
20—24 0 6 4 2 1 4 3
25--29 6 4 2 - 1 1 3 1
3034 10 2 8 1 2 7
3544 31 13 18 2 . 2 2 9 16
45—59 31 18 13 7 3 ll‘ 10
60 and over 15 9 6 o ' e 2 1 7 5
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TABLE No. XVII (Contd.)

‘“ 2) EIN CIRNET
Christian Sambavar All ages 6 3 :
(Pentecost) o 4
5—9
10—14
15—19
20—24
25—29
30—34 1 1
3544 2 1 1
45—59 2 1 1
60 and over 1 i
Village Tetal All ages 255 140 115
0— 4
5—9
10—14 9 7 2
15—19 1R 11 7
20—24 28 14 14
25—29 25 16 9
30—34 18 7 1
35—44 59 29 30
45—59 63 35 28
60 and over 35 21 14

65. The next important occupational group in the
village is the general cooly who coulfi also l?e
considered to be partly dependent on agriculture in
as much as they also do cooly work in agriculture.
There are 11 workers who have been returned as
general coolies in this village; five workers have been
returned as shepherds and these are the people w'bo are
engaged exclusively in rearing cattle. The other impor-
tant occupational group consists of the people engaged

in petty business ventures. Four people are engaged in

business to the exclusion of any other occupation.

Two girls are engaged in spinning on Ambar Cha;r!ca.
These girls were trained at the Ambar Charka Training

N I C)) (10) (12) (13
2 2 L |
1
1 1
1 1
1
2 4 57 39 79 714
1 6 2
2 3 1 8 4
6 8 8 6
2 7 5 7 4
3 2 4 9
2 9 7 18 23
17 13 18 15
11 3 10 n

Institute run by Goverment at Puthalam and they
earn about eight Annas to ten Annas per week from
spinning. There are only three dhobies in this village
and there are no barbers, carpenters or blacksmiths.
The rest of the workers are salaried workers. There
are six salaried workers in this village which include a
Gramasevika, two clerks, one teacher and two
priests attached to the two churches in the village.
Thus cultivation and agricultural labour are the predo-
minant occupations in the primitive agrarian economy
of this village. A detailed account of the occupations
in the village is given in Table No. XVIII.
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Hindu Sambavar (contd.)

Salvation Army (contd.)
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TABLE No. XVIII

Workers Classified by Sex, Age Group and Occupation

Age Cultivation
group o
P M F
All ages 15 9 6
0— 4
5—9
10—14
15—19 e
2024 3 2 1
25—29 2 1 1
30—34 Coee
3544 31 2
45—59 5 4 1
60 and over 2 1 1
Spinning
ot
P M F
All ages 1 ... 1
0— 4
5~9
10-14 e
15—19 | SV |
2024
25~29
30—34
35—44
45—59
60 and over
Shepherd
o—
P M F
All ages 1 1
0— 4
5—9 Ce
10—14 1 1
15—19
20—24
25—29
3034
35—44
45—59 .
~ 60 and over

Lease
cultivation

PRI W

9 6 3

— U e
w
L&

Busincss

e e e

P M F
2 2

Agricultural

labourer

e

P M F
31 16 15

A AN L b BN W e
W W W NN NN -
W W NN N [ ]
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labourer
A

P M F
80 136 44

= NV TR
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11
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o m— e

P M F
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——eee
P M F
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Christian Sambavar (Salvation Army)

Shepherd Cooly
X, _— P ey
P M F P MF
4 4 6 5 1
2 T
2 1 1
1 1
1 1 ..
1 1
1 1
Lease
cultivation Cultivation
e A
P M F P M F
18 12 6 35 18 17
1 1
1 1 1
3 2 1 2 5
3 1 2 1
2 2
2 1 1 3
5 3 2
1 1 2
Rice"gakc Religious
selling workers
o ——tee Fastamaa e SN
P MF P M F
1 1 1 1
1 1
1 1

Community

Christian Sambavar (LonJon Mission)

London Mission (Contd.)

Christian Sambavar {Pentecost)

Age Cultiyation
group /—P———I\:l_?
All ages 12 8 4
0-—4
5—9
10—14
15—19
2024
2529
3034
35—44
45—59
60 and over

W W W = e
W e W e
[\

Teacher

PR WA

PMF
All ages 11
0— 4
5—9
10—14
15~—19
20-24
25-29
30—34
35—44 11
45—59
60 and over

Lease
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F'——-Jh——-
PM F
All ages
0—.4
5—9
10—14
15—19
20—24
25—29
30—34 !
3544 It
45—59 1
60 and over 1
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Table No. XVIII (Contd.)
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Village total (Contd).

Village total (Contd).

Village total (contd).
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Table No. XVIII (Contd.)
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66. Though the dependence ot: a majorltyf lc:f
workers on agriculture is a characteristic feature of the
Madras State as a whole, itisnot so 10 the case o(l)
Kanyakumari district. In the Stateas 2 whf)le, 6
per Cent of the workers are dependent on agrlcultul:c
and this comprises 42 per cent of the workers W (;
have been returned as cultivators and 18 per cent 0
the workers as agricultural labourers. But 1n Kanya-
kumari district only about 30 per cent of the working
population are dependent on agricultur‘e cor'npnsmgl
21 per cent in cultivation and 9 per cent in agricultura
labour. In this district, as much as 22 per cent of the
working population are engaged in household mdustr:;:
as against 7.89 per cent in the whole State. Thus he
occupational pattern of this village conforms x?re. t
the pattern of the State than to that of the 1sttrI;cI;
Further, a greater percentage of total workers tha
the State average are dependent on agncultut;et 1tn
this village. The only diﬁ'erenge from the State
pattern is that in this village, agncultural la‘xbourers
form a larger occupational group than the cultivators.

Hindu Sambavars

67. We may now proceed to analyse the occu-
pational structure of the three important rehglolllxs
groups in the village. The Hindu Sambavars forp 1 ef
Yargest of these three groups with a total populgtnon;
211 persons distributed among 61 househol ls. A
majority of the houscholds are landless people tvgeir
are solely dependent on agricultural labour for thel
livelihood. As many as 50 households of Hin lu
Sambavars do not own any land and out‘of _thesc, six
houscholds are engaged in leasehold cultivation. Agri-
cultural labourers form the largest occupational group
among them ; they constitute as much .as 68:38 percent
of the total workers. There are 80 agricultural labour-
ers -comprising 36 males and 44 females among
them. Eleven households among thefm .who own
small bits of lands are all engaged in cultivation. Two
households are engaged in petty business ventures and
two other households have been returned as geqeral
coolies. One of the Sambavar households. has tailor-
ing as the primary occupation Wwith agriculture as a
secondary occupation.

Christian Sambavars

68. The next important group among thefn are
the Salvation Army people. The total population of
this group is 166 persons distributed among 46 house-
holds. Forty one houscholds are dependent on agti-
culture, 26 households on cultivation and 15 house-
holds on agricultural labour. One of the houscholds
K7

is engaged in petty business of rice cake selling.  The
rest earn their livelilhood by general cooly work.
There are 20 houscholds of London Mission Christians
with a total strength of 74 persons.  Out of these, 16
households are dependent on agriculture comprising
ten households in cultivation and six households pri-
marily dependent on agricultural labour. Out of the
six salaried workers in the village, five of them belong
to this sect. The two Clerks, the teacher, the Grama-
sevika and one of the priests belong to this sect of
Christians. The only dhobi household is engaged in
its traditional occupation of washing and out of the
two Pentecostal families, one is engaged in cultivation
and the other is solely dependent on agricultural
labour.

Secondary occupations

69. The occupational classifications discussed
above are based on the principal occupations of these
people and a number of households have a secondary
means of income without which it would be difficult to
sustain themselves. Workers from many of the culti~
vators’ households also do cooly work in others’ fields
to supplement the income from their own lands. So if
a household has been classified as cultivators, it not
only means that all the family workers work in their
own lands but also, some of them, if not all of them,
work as agricultural labourers in others’ fields when
they do not have work in their own fields. The other
important secondary occupation for quite a number of
cultivators is the coconut business. There are about
500 coconut trees in the village and except about 10
people who own more than 20 trees, each of the others
own only about three or four trees. Even some of the
agricultural labourers and landless people have about
two or three coconut trees in their backyards. The
yield from these coconut trees is cut oncein 2 to 2§
months and a tree yields S times in a year. At a time,
a tree yields anywhere between 12 to 20 coconuts.
Even assuming that each coconut can be sold at the
rate of two annas, the income from a tree ranges from
Rs. 1-50 to Rs. 3-00 for every two months. People
who own more than 20 trees earn sizeable incomes
from the coconut trees, but these are only a fortunate
few. People who own two or three trees cut the coco-
nuts and sell them in the village itself. The two grocery
shops buy coconuts from these people and sell -
them either to the merchants who visit the village or
in the neighbouring shandies. There are also two
coconut merchants in the village who take out coco-
nut groves on lease and are engaged in coconut busi-
ness. The nature of trade and business carried on in
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the village is given in Table No. XIX. Except for the
land owners who own large number of trees, the in-
come from the coconut trees is quite insignificant for
the others.  All the same, it meets their needs in an
emergency. Occasionally when a landless man has no

money to buy rice or other provisions immcdiatciy
required for his daily maintenance it suggests to bim
to pluck one or two ripe coconuts from his tree and

exchange them for the provisions in the local grocery
shop.

TABLE Neo. XIX

Trade or Business

Provision store

P e —— —

Coconut selling

Duck’s egg sclling
PR

Community No. of Conmmo- Source Average No. of Commo- —‘-—“—.—“—._: . - y
house-  ditics of protit house- dim}so bOtl)liFCC Ap\:%rl?f’ * I}fo' of gom‘r:no- boufrce A\l'-g?tgo
holds finance hoids finance h‘z)‘is‘;‘ dities ﬁn?mce P!
@ @ o @ ® o ® o w an @ 09
Rs. nP.
. . . Rs. nP. Rs. nP.
Hindu Sambavar 2 Provi-  Self 45—00 2 .
sions Coconut  Self  10—00 1 eggs  Self 5—00
Vannan e . . .
Chrisjian Sambavar
Salvation Army . .
London Mission " .
Pentecost .
70. The other important subsidiary occupations in Under-employment

which agood number of people are engaged are
rearing of poultry and milch Ccattle. One of the
cultivators of this village is also engaged in rearing
of ducks. There are altogether 47 cows and she-
buffaloes in this village and these are distributed
among 32 houscholds. Many of these earn decent incomes
from the milk yields except during drought periods.
Poultry rearing is also widespread in this village and
there are a total number of 141 fowls distributed among
47 households. The income from the eggs laid by the
chicken is only a few annas per week and is not quite
significant. But the importance of poultry rearing
lies in meeting an emergency. Many of them have
three or four well-reared fowls with them and whenever
an emergency presents itself, they immediately scll
one or two fowls in the neighbouring shandies or in
the village itself to meet their immediate requirements.
A fowl sells between Rs. 1-50 to Rs. 3-00. Six
households are also rearing goats and sheep in this
village.

71.  Despite all these, the plight of the agricultural
laboqrers who form the largest occupational group it
the village is quite miserable. They have work in the
fields only for about seven to eight months in a year
?hc other four months being a period of enforced
idleness. There is no alternative occupation in the
village to provide them gainful employment during
tpls period of enforced idleness. Even during that
eight months of cultivation season their earnings are
very meagre. A couple of husband and wife working
as coolies can at the most earn about Rs. 40 3
month in an average of 20 to 25 working days during
the peak season and this would hardly be sufficient t0
meet the bare necessities of their low level of living
Of course, the amount of income depends on the
number of workersin the family and the number of
days they work. The number of days they work is not
quite within their option and it is all a question of
availability of work in the fields. During the cultivation
scason, an agricultural cooly can hope to ﬁet work for
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about 15 to 20 days in a month in the village itself.
On other days he has necessarily to go out to the
neighbouring villages in search of work as there are no
houschold industries in this village to provide him
work during this period of enforced idleness. A good
number of agricultural labourers of this village go to
the neighbouring villages and work as coolies in the
fields. During the months of November and December,
a good number of these people go and work in
Puthalam salt pans and earn decent incomes.  Salt is
manufactured by solar evaporation in Puthalam during
November and December. The salt coolies are paid
at the rate of Rs. 1-50 for a male labourer and Re. 1
for a female Iabourer. But this alternative
avenue of employment is only seasonal in as much as
that it is not there throughout the year.

Occupational mobility

72. The poverty of the majority of these people is
not only due to their sole dependence on agriculture
from which the return is low but also due to lack of
alternative or secondary means of livelihood in this
village.  After this village was included in the Com-
munity Development Block, the block officials advised

- poverty-stricken conditions generations after

the idle workers to take to spinning on Ambar Charka
which they were prepared to supply at concessional
rates. They were also offered free training in Ambar
Charka spinning at the Institute at Puthalam. But
only two girls responded to this offer and took to
spinning on Ambar Charka. They can earn about
eight to ten Annas a week if they work continuously
atit. This was possibly too low a remuneration to
induce others to take up this work. Despite their
gene-
rations have continued to eke out their livelihood from
agriculture either as petty cultivators or as agricultural
labourers. They have neither been enterprising
enough to migrate to other places in search of more
remunerative work or to take up a more gainful
occupation in the village itself. But the present trend
is encouraging in that there are indications of parent’s
desire to educate their children and set them in good
non-agricultural occupations. There have been a few
cases of occupational mobility during the last decade
and those have served as an incentive to many people
to educate their children and settle them in good
remunerative jobs outside. The occupational mobility
of households and the causes of change are indicated
in Table No, XX.

TABLE No. XX

Occupational mobility and Cause of change

No. of persons
who changed

father's
occupation No. of house-
e ey holds who )
changed their Father’s Occupation
father’s
occupation

Voluntarily
Forced by
circumstances
Other reasons

Cultivation

”

»

LY
w
[=,3

[3]
L
”»

2»

Agricultural labourer

—
hondianil o N N RN SO RN e e T T -

No. of persons

Head’s occupation Cause of change &ﬁeﬁe&?ﬁ
Dresent
occupation

Agricultural labourer No land

' To earn more '
Business » 43
Teacher No land

’ Not willing
Rice cakes selling Land sold out

Pastor

Spiritual desire

Cultivation To earn more

Cooly R 613 &
Business s

Clerk '

Dhoby Not willing

Church worker .

Rice cakes selling To earn more

Salt manufacturing Not willing
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Impact of education

73. The salaried workers in this village are all sons
of cultivators or agricultural labourers who pursued
their studies unlike their ancestors and got fixed up in
these. The clerks, the priest and the teachers are all
sons of cultivators or agricultural labourers and it is
noteworthy that a girl is working as a Gramasevika.
Another girl matriculate has just applied for the
teacher’s post after her studies. A graduate from this
village is presently studying in Madras Law College.
More encouraging than these are the cases of the
people who have gone out of the village and settled
down in good non-agricultural occupations. During
the last 10 to IS5 years, as many as 13 people have
gone out of the village and settled down in good
salaried occupations. This includes a girl who is
working as Health Visitor outside. Among the males
who have gone out and settled down in salaried
occupations, there are two teachers, three compounders
in the hospital, three peons and two wireless operators

in the army. The others are working as ministerial
assistants like Municipal Bill Collectors, Accountants
and Clerks in Nagercoil. One noteworthy feature of
this occupational mobility is that all these are
Christians; none of the Hindu Sambavars has gone out
and settled down in good non-agricultural occupations.
This is possibly due to the fact that Christians of this
village were the first to realise the advantages of
education and pursue studies with a view to settle down
in salaried occupations. Whatever be the position of
Hindus in the past, now quite a number of them are

studying in the secondary schools with a view to get

into some salaried occupations. There are 12 people
from this village who are studying in thesecondary
schools at Puthalam, Suchindram and Nagercoil and
three students including one girl are pursuing college
studies at present. In addition to this, about 20
students are studying in the higher elementary school.
The educational scholarships granted by the Harijan
Welfare Department are an added incentive for people
to pursue studies beyond the primary level,

TABLE No. XXI

Occupational mobility from father’s generation to present generation

No. of house-
holds whose —~

Number of households who want their sons to be

father’s occupa-

o, IR A Se, o 31
Occupation the occupa- gs= £ % §L; 2 5 g g 5 g;i §§ 5 '% g §§ > £
Uoagg §aE B EZE R EGE EECCEIG B
28g & 2 3= a z 2 -
Agricultural labourer 65 43 22 5 2 1 3 1 2 11 35 1 21
Cultivation 33 33 4 2 3 2 3 1 1 5 10
Lease Cultivation 15 12 3 1 1 1 2 1 3 q 5
Church worker 2 1 1 | 1
Cooly 4 4 1 2 1
Rice cake selling 2 1 1 1 1
Dhoby 1 1 ’
Teacher 1 1
Salt manufacturing cooly 1 1 1 :
Clerk 1 1 1
Business 2 1 1 1 1
Pensioner 1 .. 1
Dependant 2 . . o e :
T I8 98w 27237 6 i e
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Parents’ aspirations

74. This conspicuous desire to educate  their
children and scttle them in good salaried occupations
is also reflected in the answers tabulated 1lln
Table No. XXI, to our questions to the hFads of the
households as to what they would like their sons tg
become. Twenty five heads of the households ax;sweree
that they would like their sons to be‘ fixed mtsg:l;
government job and six others specified tha y
would like their sons to become clerks. Seven fathers
wanted their sons to become teachers and an equal
number wanted their sons to become doctors. Th;
few persons who are educating their daughters tl:eyon
the primary level wanted their daughters to / econ;:
teachers, clerks or typists. Ano{her four - peop
wanted their sons to become engineers Or lawyers.
But the best out of these answers are those from twc}
fathers who wanted their sons to become Mu‘n.stcrs o
the Union Cabinet. These illustrate the political a'nd
social awakening among these people and thekhlgh
aspirations of these humbl? folk: fI‘hcy fma g'“a
sincere attempt to realise their aspirations ol sending
their boys and girls to the school. But wl.len economtxc .
reasons leave them with no other choice cxcc?pt 0
stop their children from the school afte'r the ;.mir'xary
standards, many such noble and high a§p1ra: 1on:
become incapable of fulfilment tzecat.ls.e of theirex treg:
poverty and their consequent inability to meet the
cost of education. We have leen below a few cas;
studies of fathers who wanted th?lr sons tp be settle
in good non-agricultural occupations to illustrate our

observations.

Case No. 1: A gentleman bclqnging to the Salvation
Army sect stated that he would !1ke his son to become
a Minister in the Union Cabinet. . Thl.S g.entlcman
has studied upto Il Form and his wife is also a
literate lady. He owns about three-fourth of an acre
which he is cultivating. His only son aged eight years
is studying in the fourth class and we do got know
how far this gentleman’s dream of making his son a

Minister would come true.

Case No. 2: Another Christian gentl?n?an wanted
his son to become a doctor. He is an illiterate land
owner and his only son who is now aged 22 years,
discontinued his studies after the primary level aqd is
now attending to cultivation. His most blétcr
disappointment in life is that he could not afford to
educate his son further and make a doctor.

Case No. 3: Another gentleman who wanted his
son to become a Minister isa literate land owner

belonging to the Salvation Army sect. He owns one
acre and has a monthly income of Rs.40. His
first son aged 12 years is studying in the first Form and
his second son aged 9 years is studying in the fourth
class.

Case No. 4: An illiterate petty land owner-cum-
agricultural labourer wants his son to become an
engineer or a doctor. He owns a small extent of 12
cents which he cultivates and mainly lives by
agricultural labour. His first son aged eight years is
studying in the second standard.

Case No. 5: Another Christian gentleman who has
studied upto Intermediate has a son aged three years
yet to be sent to the school. He wants his son to
become a doctor or an advocate., He is also a
cultivator owning about one acre of land.

These case studies show how high the aspirations of
these people are and they also indicate the political
consciousness and social awareness among the people.

Land and agriculture

75. The village extends over an area of 150 acres
out of which about 135 acres are cultivable lands.
The rest is covered by ten acres of poramboke lands
and five acres of dry land. The entire extent of wet
lands, viz., 135 acres has been brought under cultivation
and two crops of paddy are raised in a year. This is
afertile area with a perennial source of irrigation.
The wet lands in this village are irrigated by the feeder
channels from the Parakkai tank which lies about a
mile to the west of the village. This tank in turn is
fed by an affluent of Pazhaiya Aruor Vadasery river
which runs to the east of the village. Water is available
in the Parakkai tank for about ten months in a year
and this is quitc adequate to supply the irrigation
needs for two crops of paddy. Only paddy is raised
over the entire extent and mo other crop is cultivated
in this village. The first crop of Kattu Samba is sown
in the Tamil month of Chittirai (April-May) is har-
vested towards the end of August or in the beginning
of September. For the first crop no seedlings are
raised, but the seeds are broadcast. The first crop
takes about 110 to 120 days to mature and thisis a
short term crop. The seedlings for the second crop are
raised towards the latter half of September and they
are transplanted towards the middle of October. Th.c
second crop is harvested in Fel.)ruary-March and this
is a lgng term crop. The varicty of paddy raised as
the stcond crop is known as Valsiramundan. The
lands, lic fallow for about three months after the

i
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harvest of the second crop. The seeds for these two
crops are obtained locally and the use of improved
seeds was recently introduced by the Block Development
Oiganisation. Only a few people have taken to these
improved varieties like ADT 1, ADT 2 and CO 25.
The methods of cultivation are quite antiquated. The
lands are mostly manured only with farmyard manure
and green leaves. It is only a handful of the cultivators
who use chemical fertilisers like ammonium sulphate
and urea. In the year 1960, one ton of chemical
fertilisers was used by the ryots of this village. Though
many of the cultivators are aware of the benefits of
using fertilisers, they do not use them because they
just cannot afford them. Despite the goading by the
Agricultural Demonstrator, no ryot bhas bought
improved implements like iron plough, because most

of the cultivators of this village are petty cultivators of
very poor economic strength., Only last year oné
cultivator bought an iron plough offered by the Block
Development Organisation at- concessional rate. * SO
far only 19 acres have been brought under the Japanese
method of cultivation. The others have not tried it
because they cannot afford costly fertilisers and
improved implements. Last year only 13 cultivators
made use of folidol to cure their crops of the pests
and diseases. The yield per acre of land ranges from
430 kgms. to 755 kgms. per crop and the yield from
the second crop is slightly more. This is rather loW
when compared to the yield in the surrounding areas
This is so, not only because the methods of agriculture
are antiquated but also the size of the holdings i8
rather uneconomic and small.

Agricultural Implements

Th: traditional wooden plough

A young Sambava agricultural labourer
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Agricoltural Implements (contd.)

76. Out of the 135 acres of cultivable land, only neighbouring villages and they are cultivated by the
about 35 ¢ 40 acres belong to the cultivators of this leasel'lold tenants of this village. About 30 acres of
Village ang the rest belong to the absentee landlords of - land in Parakkai vnllgge belong to the residents of this

village. The possession of land by different sections

e neighbour; i f Parakkai and Thengam- ; e ;
puthur.g T;:srx:gg ;:;ltz%epfoporﬁon of the lands in  in the village is indicated in Table No. XXII.

this village belongs to the absentee landlords of the
TABLE No. XXII

Possession of Land

Number of households having

f‘ Community Total No. of households “Ownlands  Lease lands Ownand leaselands Own lands given  No land
£ 4 dut on lease
Hindu Sampayar 61 2 o b
Vannan 1 . : |
Christian :
, i ambavar 14 9 3 20
ation Army 46
2 1 3
London Mission 20 4 / :
Penteco,t 2 s 1
GO 18 6 74
Total 130
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Except the small minority of the people who own
lands, the others have taken to lease cultivation.
Many of the owners who own very small extent of
lands also have taken lands on lease. The leasehold
tenure which is in vogue in this village is known as
Pattam. Under this leasehold tenure, a rent of 660
kgm. to 825 kgm. per acre per year has to be paid to
the land owner. The total yield from the two crops
of paddy ranges from about 1100 kgm. to 1375 kgm.
per year and after paying the rent, the tenant cultivator
is left with only about 430 kgm. to 550 kgm. of paddy.
From this he has not only to meet the cultivation
expenses, but also to make his living. This small
amount is hardly sufficient for both purposes with the
result that he has arrears of rent to be paid or borrows
more money to meet his daily wants. The rent for
this leasehold lands is rather exorbitant and despite
the Fair Rent Act and other ameliorative measures,
the tenants are at the mercy of the land-owners who
dictate the terms. There are many tenants who want
to take lands on lease and the landlords deem it a
favour done to give lands for Pattam cultivation. To
make sure that the tenants do not insist fair rent or
any other of their legal rights, some of the land owners
insist that an initial deposit of Rs. 150 should be paid
to theland owner before the land is given for cultivation.
The leasehold agreements are mostly oral and very few
cases are reduced to writing. Despite the exorbitant
terms demanded by the landlords, there has not been
any litigation in this village because of the following

reasons: Firstly thete are more landless peoplc who
want to take lands on lease than there are landlords
willing to give lands on lease. Secondly landlord may
evict the tenant at any time. In several cases, the
tenants look up to the landlords for favours like loans
to meet the cultivation expenses and to waive the
initial deposits etc. So the tenants do not feel it
worthwhile to insist on their rights with the landlords.

77. Many of the tenant cultivators and other petty
cultivators supplement their income by working as
agricultural labourers in the fields belonging to others.
Wages for the agricultural labourers is Rs. 1.25 per
man and 0.50 nP. for woman. Wages for agricultural
operations except for harvesting are paid in cash. The
petty cultivators who do not have money to engage
many agricultural labourers have a system of reciprocal

aid in agriculture. They have the agricultural operations -

in their plots arranged in rotation and they exchange
their services without any payment. These reciprocal
aids between the petty cultivators of this village as
shoyvn in Table No. XXIII consist of borrowing
?gncultural implements and obtaining manual labour
in ploughing etc. Under the first category, 14

households mutually help each other in the use of

agricultural implements belonging to them. In the
case of mutual rendering of manual labour, 35

households help each other in the agricultura]
operations.

TABLE No. XXIII

Reciprocal aid in agricultural practices

Number of house-

holds that borrow

Number of house-

" ; : Number of house- i
Commmunity ol pracinsg - D! s dogr M i
agriculture g L neighbours at th i Ip at the
; thetimeof " time of sowingor fime of culvation
harvesting in the shape of
manual labour
Hindu Sambavar 14 3 ;
: 12 13
Vannan
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 25 3
; 17
London Mission 3 H 2 g
Pentecost 1 : . 4 5
TR ERENEIS IR Y WY 1 1
Total 48 E T i i e St
14
34 35

paddy fields lie close to the inhabitation area.
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78. There are no credit facilities for the cultivators
through any organised or Government institution.
There is no Co-operative Credit Society in this village
DOr was any attempt made to form one. Therefore,
the cultivators mostly obtain their loans from private
sources like friends and neighbours and their landlords.
A few of the cultivators however, have joined the
Co-operative Socicties at Parakkai and Thengamputhur,
About four cultivators of this village are members of
the Co-operative Society at Parakkai and another six

57

of them are members of Thengamputhur  Society.
Though the Block gives loans for fertilisers, improved
implements and livestock, few people make use of
these loans because they feel they cannot afford to
invest in better seeds, implements and cattle not only
because of the uneconomic size of the holdings, but
also because of thelow yield. This is clearly understood
from Table No. XXIV relating to the developmental
activities so far done by the different households in
the village.

|
é

g N

TABLE No. XXIV
Developmental activities
Number of households
> Secured Derived benefit Participated in
8% &% §¥ g3 ‘s
2 2 §3° -5 2 =82
= b e 8 = & “osa
ol 5. 8 aoin BeeiBRE R TER. i
A ol oo dop el galles 10 a0e R
holds & S it AT g el 8 a8z e2gs & §s§ 2=
£s £ § 8 8 83 B ogis S50 s, gES E5is
.2 2 - g o = O, ; ; 4
B § 5 § § g5 % B2y 2.8 Ssv £°% §ils
g8 8. 2 ¥ OS85 g 258 Jd§g8 §FE $a95 “gER
s g e SR i gl e Hag 2 &7 ass
(6)) @ G @® 6 6 0O & O (10) (11) 12 a3 a9
Hindu Sambavar 61 3 2
Vannan 1
' @
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 g 7 1 3
1
London Mission 20 ) e 7 4 2
p—— : Lt A SRR & g : ‘ : &TJ Pentecost 2 t
Poultry - rearing is a popular secondary occupation, W : o : s . $
Total

Many of the Hindus, however, have applied for
the free supply of bulls and implements under Fhe
Harijan Welfare Schemes. There are also no marketing
facilities in the village and most of the paddy produced
in this village is sold to the private merchants and
money lenders. The money lenders buy the paddy at
Pre-fixed rates which is not at all proﬁtablc. to th'e
cultivators. The quantity of paddy produced in th'xs
village is about 2,700 kottahs per year. The l.)ulk of it,
" Viz. 2,230 kottahs are consumed within the village and

K-8

only about 470 kottahs are available surplus. The
marketable surplus of paddy is mostly sold to the
grain merchants except in few cases where they sell it
through the Parakkai Co-operative Marketing Society.
The paddy is marketed immediately after the harvest
because the cultivator is in immediate need of money.
There are no storing facilities in this village. The
other important crop in the village are the coconuts.
There are about 500 coconut trees in this village and
the annual yield of coconuts is estimated about 30,000
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cocounts. About half of this are consumed within
the village and the other half are sold outside.

Size of Holdings

79. The majority of the holdings in this village are
of uneconomic size. As much as about 54 per cent of
the holdings are less than one acre in size and among
the rest another 34 per cent of the holdings range
from one acre to 2.5 acres. Only about 9 per cent of
the holdings exceed 2.5 acres in size. The uneconomic
size of the holdings and the antiquated methods of
cultivation explain the poor yicld from the land
despite the fact that these lands have perennial sources
of irrigation. Despite the fact that the Block supplies
improved implements, fertilisers and seeds at
concessional rates and on loan, very few people benefit
from these facilities because of the extreme poverty of
the cultivators to invest in improved methods and
because of the uneconomic size of the holdings. In
the case of leasehold cultivators thereis a further
disincentive to improve their methods. Their economy
is a deficient one and there is no guarantee of tenure
as they may be evicted out of the lands at any time
that the landlord pleases to do so.

Livestock

80. The cattle wealth of this village comprises
47 cows and she-buffaloes and 57 draught bulls and

T e e
;Zl;’? :\;‘L’F‘; i
SEase R
s f" R x ] oD
b 5 s et KT
iy
Wy, - e
Ry &
1w (a J'" -
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- 5 : . T £
= 4 s | o T
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The basket used as the shelter for poultry

he-buffaloes. ~ The milch cattle of 47 cows and
she-buffaloes are distributed between 32 households:
There are 14 goats and sheep distributed between SiX
households and 11 pigs owned by five households:
Two people of this village have taken to rearing of
ducks and they own a total number of 84 ducks:
They earn a sizeable amount by selling the eggs
The cattle wealth possessed by different communities
in the village is indicated in Table No. XXV

TABLE No. XXV
Livestock Statistics

Milch ° G
Cattle Bullock Buffaloe ot : Duck/
,____)g__b‘ PRt T 2 ﬂillii Sh?—ep Pig Geese Fowl
[} ] ' f’—--__ Ty r—— e P O S e e e
= =8 &h S & 3 2
Community l,_'g o fE fg _g.%n 28 2%
| o R T Sl T e
sm 7 o 7 §o 5 R - g, b, R O By
28 53 3 §205 22 & ¥ Z pg R §s &
i 8 8% - 2 =
go e s ugac B aB8 B AEE ¥ - gEw RN
M @ 6 @ © R e e |
: DO O o Gy Wy ad R I
Hindu Sambavar {35543 8 V1S o 45l 3 51 el i
3 SR AR L i
Vanpan An old woman bringing green grass for the milch cattle.
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 9 12 14 30 4 7 " 3 1 64
o 4 21
London Mission & 4 3 8 2
: % 7
1 4 9 23
Pentecost 2 4 3 :
l )
AR P B R e ol {
Total 04 00 < I oMty . qa 6 3098 Tty 3 84 . 47 ‘i




One of the cow sheds in the village

Note the woman collecting the cow-dung
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The cattle of this village are not of any
distinct variety, but of the local breed. Not

INCOME LEVELS

only the draught cattle, but also the milch

cattle are used for ploughing and other 1009 e

agricultural operations. The cattle of this

village look rather famished and under-fed
because there are no pastures in the vicinity
and they are mostly fed of hay and husk.
The milch cattle are occasionally given
groundnut cakes.

Income Levels

81. The poverty-stricken condition of
these people is also reflected in the low
income levels. Out of 130 households as

PERCENTAGE

many as 98 households earn only less than e

Rs. 50/~ a month and this low incomegroup 20 |-

people constitute about 76 per cent of the =
households in the village. It is only the o4 "=

other 24 per cent of the households who i

earn more than Rs. 50/-a month. Table 9

No. XXVI gives a clear idea of the income
levels of the various communities as well as

different occupati roups in the village.
EAROND: ep ST, Bt R N Y5

Out of the 98 families who belong to the s
low income group, 32 households R
monthly income less than Rs. 25/- and these

form the poorest section of the village.

Most of these people are agricultural labourers
and coolies. OQut of the 32 households in this group,
23 households are agricultural labourers and general
coolies and the other 9 households are petty culti-
vators. Even among those who earn between Rs. 76
and 50 per month, the majority of them are agricultural
labourers and coolies. Out of 66 households in that
income group, 40 are agricultural labourersand coolies
and 22 households are petty cultivators. Only
30 households in this village earn more than Rs. 50/- a
month. Of these, the 20 households who earn between
Rs. 51-75 per month can be considered to be the
middle income group of the village. This middle
income group consists of 11 cultivators’ households,
two priests’ households and seven households are
dependent on agricultural labour and cooly work.
Among the ten households who earn more than Rs. 75/~
per month, seven belong to the income group Rs. 76
to 100 per month, among which four are cultivators,
one is a businessman and the other two are salaried
workers. Only three households earn more than
Rs. 100 per month and two of these households are

have B8 Rs. 26-50
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3 Rs. 76 - 100

cultivators’ households. ~ Thus] an overwhelming
majority of the houscholds in this village belong to the
low income group, the rich and the middle  class

people being few in number. 2

Expenditure pattern

82. People of the low income group spend bulk of
their incomes say about 85 to 90 per cent on food and
other necessities. People in the middle and high
income groups also spend the bulk of their income on
the necessitiies, but a lower percentage than the lower
income groups. An average household which earns
between Rs. 26 and Rs. 50 per month spends as much
as about Rs. 42 to Rs. 45 on food whereas an average
houschold in the income group Rs. 51 to 75 spends
about Rs. 50 to 55 on food. Among the high income
groups of Rs. 75 and more, the expenditure on food
ranges from Rs. 50 to 60. Other important items of
expenditure for these people are clothing, amusements
and the little luxuries of life like tobacco chewing or
smoking and coffee and tea drinking. The expenditure

\
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TABLE No. XXVI

Monthly Income per household by Occupation

Occupation of
household

&)
Agricultural labourer
Lease cultivation
Cultivation
Business

Cooly

Dhoby

Cultivation

Agricultural labourer
Lease cultivation

Religious worker

Cooly
Rice mill cooly

Pensioners

Teacher

Rice mill cooly
Cultivation

Agricultural Jabouyrer
Lease cultivation

Salt manufacturing cooly
Clerk

Religious worker

Agricultural labourer
Lease cultivation

Monthly income per household

in the range of
A

25 rupees Rs, 26-

or less
O]
14

2

(GO

25

1

10

=

0]
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Table No. XXVI (contd.)

()

61

50 Rs.51-75 Rs. 76-100 Rs. 101
and over

&)
2

() )
1
1
3
1 -
1 1
i

Village Total Agricultural labourer
Cultivation

Lease cultivation

Cooly

Rice mill cooly

Business

Religious worker

Dhoby

Teacher

Salt manufacturing cooly

Clerk

Pensioner

Total

*2 Honscholds are dependants

. it will
on clothing is an annual or bianmual item 200 0 b
not occur every month as these Pwplc o expenditure
only for festive occasions. Their average 5 t: Rs. 6 in
Per month on clothing ranges from RS'R 8 to 10 in
the case of low income group, about 1s§ to Rs. 25
the case of middle income group ani ﬁsx ncluding the
in the case of high income group- f their income
low income group spend 2 small part 0 s from about
on tobacco chewing or smoking. It range up to about
50 nP. to Re. 100 in the low income gf? nl:iddlc and
Re. 1 to Rs. 150 or more in the casc ("ority of the
high income groups. Though the maimol they do
households send their childrep to the school, 4

3 ) () (6) @
20 33 6 2
4 18 s 1 1
s 4 3 3
3 1
1 1
1 1
2
1
1
1
1
1 _
32 66 20 13

not have to incur any expcnditurg for tuifion fees.
They have only the initial expenditure to incur for
buying books at the beginning of the year. In th.e
case of children studying in secondary schools, their
parents incur expenditure on tuition fees also. On the
whole, the people in the low income group of below
Rs. 50/~ per month find it difficult to make both enc!s
meet and when their expenditure outruns their
income, they have no other choice except to maintain
themselves with money borrowed from friends and
neighbours, The expenditure pattern of various

occupations as well as income groups is described in
Table No. XXVII below,
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0. XXVI1
Average ’
&¢ monthly expendityre per housenolg b Table No. XXVII (Contd.)
Y incon
¢ groups ang OcCupations 1
M) @ G @ G 6 O )] ®) a0 «an g2 (13) (14 sy
All hoyge. >
holdg No. of hoysep, Rs. P Rs. P
——— olds and g Rs. P. \S. . 5. b, Rs. P. Rs. p.
oy Rs. 25less 1 “2(a8e expenditure in the income ranges of Lease Rice 15 3253 4225 5 1480 4 2350 3 4500 3 6167 . R
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Cooly

Rice mill

cooly

(2) & »
Rs. P.

Rice 4 1163
Other grains I 1Co
Vegetables 4 109
Mcat, fish etc., 3 100
Ghee, oils 4 076
Condiments 4 078
Sugar or
jaggery 4 021
Coffee & tea 0.22
Tobacco,
smoking &
chewing 3 100
Clothing 4 350
Fuel 4 241
Dhoby or soap 3 125
Barber 3 15
Travelling 3 041
Amusements 2 150
Rice 2 3750
Other grains 1 050
Vegetables 2 275
Meat, fish etc. 2 600
Ghee, oils 2 18
Condiments 2 231
Sugar or
jaggery 2 165
Coffee & tea 2 043
Tobacco,
smoking &
chewing 2 200
Clothing 2 950
Fuel 2 35
Dhoby or soap 2 387
Barber 2 068
Medical fees
& Medicines 1 200
Amusements 1 200

Table No. XXVII (Contd.)

)

4596
099
431
2.96
301
308

083
0-22

296
1383
952
370
4-45
1-22
2:96

50:34
067
369
8:05
2:45
311

222
0-58

268
1275
470
519
091
1:34
134
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6 3)

Rs. P.

3 867
1-00
1-08
1:00
0-73
075

W oW N W -

3 012

1°25
3-00
233
125
125
037
150

NN NN W oL

—

—

L T e e

®
Rs. p.

20°50

I"12
100
087
087
0:50
022

150
500
5:00
125
2-00
050

30-00

3:50
10-50
178
i'62

081
037

3:00
13-00
4:00
075
087

2:00

(10)

1 4500

E R

(1 12y (13)

Rs. P. Rs. P.

oon ace

050
2:00
1-50
1-87
3:00

2:50
0-50

1°00
600
300
7:00
0'50

2:00

(14)

e

(15)

Rs. P.

M

’

Salt~Manufacturing
cooly

Business

K—9

(2

Rice
Vegetables
Meat, fish etc.
Ghee, oils
Condiments

Tobacco, smoking
& chewing

Education
Clothing

Fuel

Dhoby or soap
Barber

Medical fees
& Medicines

Rice
Vegetables
Meat, fish etc.
Ghee, oils
Condiments
Sugar or jaggery
Coffee & tea

Tobacco, smok-
ing & chewing

Education
Clothing

Fuel

Dhoby or soap
Barber
Travelling

Medical fees &
Medicines

Religious
observances

Amusements

G @

1

1

1

Rs. P.
30°00
344
200
075
125
037
525
6°66
300
100
075

1000
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Table No. XXVII (Contd.)

&)

46'54
5:34
3
116
1:94
0'57
814

10'33
465
155
116

1551

1'55
883
776
7-76
2:33
168
103

1-29

0°39

© O

Rs. P.

—

® ®

Rs. P,
30'00
344
200
075
125
037
525
6'66
3:00
1-00
075

10-00

17°00
137
2'50
0-81
097
087
025

3:00

500

3:00

2:00
1200

100

(10

an

Rs. P.

(12 a3

Rs. P.

1 9000
1 519
1 250
1 250
1 212
1 150
1 07s

1 17.08
1 10,00
1 12,00
1 250
1 125
1 200

1 250

1 075
1 100

65

14 @5)

Rs. P.
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n

Religious worker

Teacher

&) )

Rice 2
Other grains 1
Vegetables 2
Meat, fish etc, 1
Ghee, oils 2
Condiments 2
Sugar or

jaggery 2
Coffee & tea 2
Tobacco, smoking

& chewing 1
Education 1
Clothing 2
Fuel 2
Dhoby or soap 2
Barber 2
Travelling 2

Medical fees
& Medicines 1

Religious
Observances 1

Payment of debts 1

Rice 1
Other grains 1
Vegetables 1

Meat, fish etc. 1

Ghee, oils 1
Condimerits i
Sugar or

jaggery 1

Coffee & tea 1

Tobacco, smoking

& chewing 1
Clothing 1
Fuel i

Dhoby or soap 1

Barber 1
Travelling 1
Savings

(Provident Fund) |

1-75
069

050
1250
22'50

950

2:90

075

1-37

1-00

2:00
5:00

32:00
125
350
6'62
300
3'50

150
075

2:00
1000
550
2:00
1-00
3-00

2:80

VILLAGE sukviy

Table No. XXvi (Contd.)

5
) (9 ) ®) ®) o agp
4123 Rs. P, Rs. P, Rs. P.
P 2 4250
. 1 200
194 L
s 1 400
o . 2 250
2 175
1-69
vt 2 |75
2 069
024
600 1 050
23 1 1250
o2 2 22:50
- 2 950
2 290
073
s 2 075
2 137
049
1 100
097
2°43 |
1 500
40.81
1°59 ) )
446
844
383
4:46
1-91
096
2-55
12'75
7-01
2'55 i
1:28 v
3‘83 - ) Tea “ee *8e
357

(12) (13)
Rs. P.

1 32:00
1 125
1 350
1 6.62
1 300
1 350
1 150
1 075
1 200
1 1000
1 500
1 2:00
1 100
1° 300

1 280

(14 @9

Rs OP'

sad

P LI

Clerk

Dhoby

@

Rice
Vegetables
Meat, fish etc,
Ghee, oils
Condiments
Sugar or jaggery
Coffee & Tea
Clothing

Fuel

Dhoby or soap
Travelling

Medical fees
& Medicines

Amusements

Rice
Vegetables
Meat, fish etc.,
Ghee, oils

Condiments

Sugar or jaggery
Coffee & tea

Tobacco, smoking
& chewing

Clothing
Fuel
Barber
Travelling

Medical feos

3

1

1

P

Table No. XXVII (Contd.)

@
Rs. P.
3500
125
300
200
081
0.50
031
2:50
400
0'50

050

1-00

100

3000
2'40
2:25
2:25
1:06
037

0.25

070
5-00
800
1-25

200
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&)

6683
239
573
382
155

096

© 059

477
764
095

095

191

191

49°56
396
372
372
175
061

0-41

1'16
826
13-22
207

3-30

) $2

©

M

Rs. P.

@®

©

Rs. P.

3000
2:40
2:25
2:25
106
037

025

0-70
500
8:00
1'25

200

500

10y (1

Rs. P.

(12) (13)
Rs. P,
1 3500

1 125

1 200
1 081

1 050
1 031

1 250
1 400
1 050

1 05

(14)

67

(15)

Rs. P.

e
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Table No. XXVII (Contd.)

) (2) & & G ®
Rs. P.
Pensioner Rice 1 1600 41°26
Other grains \ 1 100 258
Vegetables 1 222 573

Meat, fish etc. 1 250 645

Ghee, oils 1 062 1-60
Condiments 1 131 338
Sugar or

jaggery 1 087 2:24

Coffee & tea 1t 025 0'64

Tobacco, smoking

& chewing 1 100 258
Clothing 1 300 7'74
Fuel 1 600 15'48

Dhoby or soap 1 100 2'58
Barber 1 100 2'58

Travelling 1 200 516

Indebtedaness

83, Their inability to live within their incomes is
one of the main reasons for the staggering amount of
indebtedness in which these poor people are steeped.
One hundred and ten households or 84.62 per cent
of the households are in debt. The indebted families
are distributed over all the income groups and it
ranges from 81 per cent of the households in the
lowest income group of Rs. 25 and less per month to
cent percentin the highestincome group of Rs. 101 and
above. The total debt for the village is about Rs. 59,294
and the average debt works out to Rs. 539 per house-
hold. A community-wise analysis of the debt is
also attempted in Table No, XXVIII.

84. Among the causes of indebtedness, ¢¢ ordinary
expenses” or ‘“family maintenance’ figures most
prominently. Fifty-two families are in debt due to

M ® G ao an a2y 1y a9 1%

Rs. P. Rs. P, Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. P.
1 16°00
1 1-00
1 222
1 250
1 062
1 1-31
1 087
1 025
1 1:00
1 300
1 600
1 1:00
1 1-00
1 2:00

this cause and they lead a hand-to-mouth existence
only with the help of loans. Another prominent
cause of indebtedness is marriage under which 33
households are in debt. Marriage expenditure among
the Sambavans ranges from Rs. 500 for a simplest
wedding to about Rs. 2,000, depending upon the
ecogomic status of the parties. When these poor
cul.tlvators and agricultural labourers do not even find
their meagre income sufficient to buy the bare
neces‘mtics. there is no other way of meeting the
marriage expenses except by borrowing. The other
causes of indebtedness like sickness, losses in
‘cul‘tnvation, purchase of property etc., are comparatively
insignificant, Table No. XX1X explains well the causes
of debt among the different communities in the
village. It would also be of interest to study the
sources of debt. In an overwhelmingly majority of
the cases, the sources of debt are private sources.
Except in two cases where they have borrowed from 8

Community

n

Hindu Sambavar

Vannan

Christian Sambavar

(Salvation Army)

Christian Sambavar

(London Mission)

Income Group

2

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50
Rs. 51 to 75
Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51 to 75

Rs, 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total

Rs. 25 and below
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51 to 75
Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total

Rs. 25 and helow
Rs. 26 to 50

Rs. 51 t0 75
Rs. 76 to 100
Rs. 101 and over

Total

KADATHUCHERY

TABLE No. XXVIII

Indebtedness
Total No, of No. of
houscholds  households

in debt

3) )]
18 17
- 35 31
5 5
1 1
59 54
1 1
1 1
10 7
24 20
8 8
3 3
1 1
46 39
4 2
6 5
5 5
3 2
2 1
20 15

Percentage of
indebted house-
holds to total

€]

94-44
88-57
10000

10000

9153

10000

100:00

70°00
8333

100-00
16000
10000

8478

50-00
8300
10000
6667
5000

75°00

Total
indebtedness

©
Rs.
5,790

12,749
2,050

1,000

21,589

300-00

3,070
10,750

4,250
2,450
3,000

23,520

190
4,900

7,600
395
800

13,885

69

Average indebted-
ness per household
in debt

Q)
Rs. P.
340'59

411°26
410:00

1,000'00

399830

3000

30000

438-57
53750
531°25
81667
3,000:00

603-08

95:00
980-00

1,520°00
197-50
800-00

92567
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Table No. XXVIII (Contd.)

)] ) 3)
Christian Sambavar Rs. 25 and below
(Pentecost)
Rs. 26 to 50
Rs. 51 to 75 2
Rs. 76 to 100

Rs. 101 and over

Total 2

Village Total Rs. 25 and below 32
Rs. 26 to 50 66

Rs. 51 to 75 20

Rs. 76 to 100 7

Rs. 101 and over 3

Total 128

Co-operative Society of the neighbouring village, in
all other cases, the sources of debt are private. Nine
people have borrowed from their relatives, 43 people
have borrowed from the village money-lenders
and 55 people have borrowed from their friends and
neighbours. The money-lenders referred to above are
the few well-to-do business men and cultivators of this
village and the landlords of the neighbouring villages.
In all these cases where the loans have been taken
from the private sources, exorbitant rates of interest
exceeding 12 per cent are charged. A small loan
often grows into a big sum by the accumulation of
arrears of interest and in many cases, it proves beyond
the capacity of the cultivator or agricultural labourer
to repay it. The situation in thisvillage very much
illustrates the saying that the poor Indian cultivator is
born in debt, lives in debt and bequeaths nothing but
debt. Thus the economic scene is a miserable one to
say the least. Unless adequate avenues of alternative
occupations are created in the village by starting
some remunerative household industries, the low
economic condition of this village is not capable of
any betterment,

“) 3 (] O]
26 81-25 9,050 348:08
57 8636 28,699 503'43
18 9000 13,900 77222
6 8571 3,845 640°83

3 10000 3,800 1,266°67
110 85-94 59,294 53904

85. The economic condition of the various groups
of Sambans is not very much different except to the
extent that the Hindu Sambans present a much more
poverty-stricken appearance than the Christians.
Among the Christians, London Mission Christians are
comparatively better off. Comparing the income
levels of the three major groups in this village, we get
the following picture. As much as 87 per cent of the
Hindu Sambans belong to the low income group Of
less than Rs. 50 a month as against 74 per cent of the
Salvation Army people and 50 per cent of the London
Mission Christians in this group. Nearly 50 per cent
of the London Mission Christians and 26 per cent of
the Salvation Army people belong to middle and the
high income groups as compared to the 10 per cent of
the Hindu Sambans who belong to those income
groups. The poverty of the Hindu Sambans is also
reflected in the extent of indebtedness and land
ownership. 88.5 per cent of the Hindu Sambans and
91-7 per cent of the Salvation Army people are in
debts as compared to the 75 per cent of the London

Mission Christians. The Pentecostal people are free
from debt.

Lommunity

(1)

Hindu Sambavar

Vannan

Christian Sambavar
(Salvation Army)

K ADATHUCHERY

TABLE No. XXIX

Indebtedness by causes

cause

2)

Purchase of land

House construction or repairs  to
existing building

Marriages

Funerals

Purchase of butlocks
Sickness

Family maintenance
Household cultivation
Court expenditure

Business run by the housechold

To buy house

Total

Family maintenance

Purchase of land

House construction Of repairs to
existing building

Marriages

Funerals

To buy bullocks

To clear outstanding debts

Sickness

Family maintenance

Confinement

To buy buffaloes

Household cultivation

Others
Total

Indebtedness by causes
.

Amount of

debt

&)

Rs.
700

900
3,400
100
200
4,500
6,949
2,640
1,000

1,000

21,589
300

200

3,500
13,550
50

650

880

1,640

100

250
2,000
100
23,520

Number of

famiiies
in debt

@

19

47

Proportion of
debt due to cause
to the total amount

‘of debt (Percentage)

)

324

417
1575
0-46
093
2084
3219
12:23
463
463
093
10000
100.00

085

14-88
5761
022
276
2'55
374
697
043
106
850
043
100°00



Table No. XXIX (Contd.) Out of the 130 households in this village 74 earned by most of the houscholds subsequently means
households are landless poor. 70.5 per cent of the a meagre saving als9. ‘Thl.S is substantially proved in
® @ ® @ ® Hindu Samban households are landless poor as Table No. XXX which indicates the amount of their
compared to 43.5 per cent of the Salvation {\r'my savi'ng and other indices of their prosperity made
Christian Sambavar i . Rs. people and 45 per cent of the London Mission during the past decade.
(London Mission) Housc construction or repairs to Christians who are landless. The meagre income
existing building 1,400 3 1008
Marriages 4,400 4 31°69
Furerals 50 1 0-36 TABLE No. XXX
To clear outstanding debts 2,295 2 1653 Prosperity index during the last ten years
. Christian Sambavar
Sickness 3,100 3 22:33 Hindu Vannan — - -
. . Sambavar Salvation London Pentecost
Family maintcnance 1,140 7 821 Army Mission
P 1. Number of houscholds which have cleared debts which
Household cultivation 500 1 360 existed prior to 10 years from the income of the g 3 ,
Property case 1,000 1 720 household
d under item (1) by all the
Total 13,885 22 10000 2 izfs'eh‘;’;;‘::o:;s::" cleared Rs. 10,850 . Rs. 450 Rs. 2,700
3. Number of households which have during the last
10 years
k! 4 2
i Tt -
Village Total Purchase of land 900 N 153 (a) acquired any property , )
. 4
i cash
House construction or repairs to (6) made any savings in 4
existing building 3,800 7 78 (c) invested capitalinany new undertaking or building 2 2 2
Marriages 21,350 33 36°02 4, The approximate total money value of jtems 3 (2) to
3 (c) ofall the houscholds together deducting the
Funerals 200 3 034 portion covered by debts andjor the proceeds of the 2 105 .
Purchase of bullocks 850 5 143 sale of any property
To clear outstanding debts 2,895 3 4'88
Sickness 8,430 9 1430
Family maintenance 10,029 53 1691 o
Household cultivation 5,140 8 867
Court expenditure 1,000 . 1 1°68
Business run by the household 1,000 2 1'68
To buy house 200 1 0'34
Confinement 100 1 017
Purchase of buffaloes 250 1 0'42
Property case 1,000 1 1'68
Others ' 100 1 017
Total 59,294 131 10000 e
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CHAPTER V

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

Religion

86. The presence of three different sccts of
Christians in this village does not indicate anything
except the fact that these people were converted by
different missionaries possibly at different times. It
by no means indicates that these people chose the
particular faith or sect of Christianity voluntarily
which presupposes that they were aware of the basic
doctrines and tenets of the various faiths. The people
of these minor denominations of Christians, it may
be stated without the fear of contradiction, know very
little about the basic doctrines of their adopted faith
and the theological differences between them. 1In
most cases these people were tempted to conversion
by the free educational and medical facilities provided
by the Christian Missionaries and also the financial
assistance and employment opportunities in the
Mission hospitals and schools. Added to this positive
attraction of material benefits, there must also have
been other forces which induced these people to
embrace Christianity. The Sambavars occupied a low
position in the social hierarchy and they were treated
like people of no consequence by the other castes of
Hindu society. To many of these people, conversion
to Christianity must have been a welcome release from
the social oppression and other disabilitics arising
from their low position. By conversion to Christianity,
they not only had adequate opportunities for
education but quite a number of them were given
employment in Mission hospitals and schools. This
went a long way in raising their economic and social
status.

History of Christianity

87. These facts are borne out by the fragmentary
accounts about the history of Christianity, we hear
in the village. According to the oral accounts of the
villagers, these people were first converted about 75
years back, i.e., towards the close of last century.
The London Mission Society at Nagercoil was the
first Christian Missionary Society to devote its attention
to this village. This society first started a school
in this village about 75 years back. It not only
provided free educational facilities for the children
but also served food and distributed clothes to the
poor children, The lands belonging to the Nagercoil

church at Thamaraikulam were given on lease 2!
concessional rates to the Sambavars of this villag®
who were prepared to convert to Christianity- The
society also distributed clothes to the poor people
on festive occasions like Christmas and New Y€af
and provided free medical aid to the people- Al
these material bencfits attracted quite a pumber of
these people to the Christian faith. About 30 tO 35
families are said to have been converted to ChTiStiaqity
as a_result of the activities of the London Missio?
Society and a Church was also built in this village:

88. Next Missionary society to come to this villag®
was the Salvation Army which came here towards th°
dawn of this century. The Salvation Army al%
extended similar benefits to these people and theY
also started a school to compete with the school
of the London Mission Society. They undertook {0

The emblem of Salvation Army sect

maintain and feed some of the destitutes out of church
fupds and these benefits attracted not only sor®
Hindus into their folds, but also some of {bﬁ
London Mission Christians resigned their membershlp,s
of the LM.C. Church and joined the Salvation A™’
As a result of the competition between the two scho®

run by the two Missionary Societies, a dispute v

referred to the court which ordered that Salvatio?

Pareadil

The Mariamma

e I

o g

om—————

n temple in the village

——
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The church of the salvation Army christians
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% Army alone had the right to run a school in the

village. Subsequently, say about 10 years later, the
Salvation Army school was also closed for some
Téason unknown to any of our informants. The
Pentccostal Mission was the last to come to this
village about 25 years back., The Pentecostal Mission
Succeed in converting only four families in the

beginning.
Religion—a matter ¢f convenience

89.  After this initial proselytization activities of
these Christian Missionaries, there were only stray
Cases of conversion to Christianity mainly for the
Purpose of matrimonial alliances. Wherever there
Was an alliance between a Hindu boy and a Christian
girl or vice versa, the Hindu family is also said to
have embraced Christianity eventually. But the trend
of conversion received a setback in the post Inde-
pendence era when conversion to Christianity ceased
to be of any benefit. In fact, being a Christian proved
to be a disadvantage because the Christian converts
were classified as backward classes where as their
relatives who continued to be Hindus were treated
as Scheduled Castes and extended innumerable benefits
under the Harijan Welfare schemes. This fact almost
reversed the trend of conversion in that many people
Wwho were converted to Christianity earlier came back
to Hindu faith. During the last 10 to 15 years, as
many as 12 households seemed to have renounced
their adopted faith and come back to Hinduism
mainly to apply for the Governmental concessions
extended to the Scheduled Caste members like the
free supply of bulls, agricultural implements, assistance
in housing and employment benefits. Out of the 12
households which came back to Hinduism in the l.ast
10 to 15 years, three households succeeded in getting
free bulls from the Harijan Welfare Department.
During the same period, only four households were
converted to Christianity for the sake of matrimonial
alliance with their Christian relatives. From these
facts, we would not be far from truth to say that
religion for those people is more a matter of con-
venience than of conviction. This is also illustrated
by the following cases of conversion of not only from
one religious group to the other, but also the con-
version of one sect of Christianity to the other sects.
We have stated earlier that when the Pentecostal
Mission came to this village about 25 years back,
only four families were converted to that sect. Out
of the four families which joined the Pentegostal sec:i,
there is only one houschold now in the village an

75

other three households have gone back from Pentecostal
sect. Out of these three households, one household
joined the Salvation Army, the second joined the
London Mission Society and the third came back
to Hindu faith. The household which joined the
Salvation Army did so because of its inability to get
a bridegroom for their girl in the Pentecostal sect.
These households which joined the London Mission
Society did so because their boy could not get a
suitable bride from among the Pentecostal people.
The third household became Hindus in order to apply
for Governmental concessions. Even the other house-
holds which renounced Christian faith and came back
to Hinduism did so mainly to apply for Governmental
concessions. Another household resigned from the
Salvation Army and joined the London Mission
Society because of its quarrel with the other members
of the Salvation Army. Thus religion has been more
of a matter of convenience than of conviction as far
as these people are concerned. Here we do not over-
look the presence of a handful of Christians in this
village who genuinely believe in their new faith and
would not convert back to Hinduism, whatever be the
benefits offered. But these form only a minority,

90. Conversion from one religion to the other or
from one sect of Christianity to the other is quite
simple and does not involve much inconvenience as
far as these villagers are concerned. It is attended
with certain rituals when a Hindu is converted as
a Christian. When a Hindu chooses to become
a Christian, he is given a holy bath and he is baptised
formally in the church. He also makes a solemn
declaration before he is blassed by the priest that
he will live in accordance with the Ten Command-
ments. From that day onwards, he starts paying
subscription to the church, which is fixed by the
church according to the economic status of each
party and he also stops contributing to the Hindu
festivals. The conversion from Christianity to
Hinduism is much simpler as there is no formal
ceremony. All that one has to do is to stop going
to the church and stop paying his donations to the
church with a declaration to that effect. No formal
ccremony is required and he is recognised as a
Hindu the moment he ‘starts making contributions
to the Hindu festivals in the village. Conversion
from one religion to the other or from one sect to
another does not vary their social status especially
because of the fact that they all belong to the

same caste.
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Caste~the uniting bond

91. While discussing the ritual structure in Chapter 1I,
we have indicated how these people form a single
ethnic group despite their religious differences.
Except in matters of worship and in occasions in the

life circle, the core traits of their customs and
manners of the two religious groups are similar.
There is utmost cordiality between the Hindus and
Christians and there is no restriction whatsoevér in
their free social intercourse. This is all because of
their belonging to the same caste which is a strong

TABLE No. XXXI

Contravention of marriage rules

Number of Frequencies of
marriages in each type of
Community contravention contravention Remarks
of caste law ———
Type 1 Fyge 1]
Hindu Sambavar Type 1: Christian Sambavar male
Vannan married Hindu Sambavar female
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 4 3 1 Type 11: Christian Sambavar female
London Mission 2 2 married Hindu Sambavar male,
Pentecost
Total 6 5 1

unifying bond. As a matter of fact there is blood
relationship between the Hindus and Christians. As
stated earlier, there is absolutely no objection to
inter-marrying between these two religious groups and

quite a number of inter-religious marriages have
tgken place. The tables No. XXXI and XXXII
give an account of the number of marriages taken in
Fontravcntion of the caste law and th: psrmissible
inter-caste marriages in the village.

TABLE No. XXXII

Permissibility of Inter-caste marriage

Number of

interviewed

Community persons
Hindu Sambavar 73
Vannan 1

Christian Sambavar

Number of persons who consider it
permissible to join marital tie with

! S e e J‘_—‘——"‘ TP
Any caste Hindu Sambavar
11 +
10 4
5 |

Salvation Army 52
London Mission 99
Pentecost 2

Total 150
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The village council

92. The role of the caste as the strong unifying
bond is also evidenced by the fact that these two
groups of people identify themselves as members of
one community and thercis a village council, i.e., a
type of the caste panchayat which arbitrates all petty
disputes between members of their community and
looks after the general interests of the community as a
whole including the Christians.  This village council
Consists of 9 members who are invariably elders with
certain amount of influence in their community. All
the three numerically insignificant groups of
Sambavars, viz., Hindu Sambavars, Salvation Army
Sambavars and the London Mission Sambavars are
represented in this village council. There are three
members from each of these groups and the informal
election to the village council takes place cvery year.
It is an occasion for removing any unwanted members
from the council rather than for a complete
reconstitution of the village council. Generally elders
who continue to wield influence in the community
continue in the village council without any limitation
of time. The working of this village council is similar
to a caste panchayat both in the types of cases it
arbitrates on and in the methods of enforcements.
We have given a few sample cases decided by the
village council with which the functions of the
village council would bc appreciated in better light,

Case No. 1

This case related to the theft of coconuts in which
the thief was caught red-handed. The plaintiff instead
of reporting to the police, reported it to the village
council which not only returned the stolen coconuts to
the owner, but also fined the thief who also untertook

not to repeat such offence.

Cases No. 2& 3

The second and the third cases were also similar
cases relating to paddy thefts and they were also
similary disposed of by imposing nominal fines on the
thieves and returning the stolen property to the

OWINCTS.

Case No. 4

The fourth was an interesting casc of family dispu}c
in which the village council failed to enforce 1ts
A widow, whom we could call A, had 2

Her first son, an irresponsible
claimed

decision.
sons and 2 daughters.
youth was squandering away money and
absolute right over his father’s property without

attending to the family needs. The helpless widow
who failed in her appeals to the good sense of her son
who threatened to beat her invited the village council
to intcrvene.  All the attempts of the village council
failed and the infuriated son threatened to kill his
mother.  On the suggestion of the village council

the widow filed a complaint to the police. Finall):
after a lapse of a few months, the case was com-
promi-sed by the police according to which the youth
was given certain portion of the property leaving the
balance for the maintenance of the other members of
the family. This is a case in which the village council
was not able to enforce its decision and its displeasure
is reflected in its subsequent attitude towards the
youth. When the police complaint was being enquired
into, all the members of the village council not only
deposed in favour of the widow (complainant), but
also preyented other members of the community

f;:om going as witnesses in favour of the youth. The,
village cgmmunity also boycotted him until the
compromise was effected. Most frequent types of
cases decided by the village council are matrimonial
disputes, some of which are furnished below.

Case No. 5
Plaintiff e A

Defendant -~ B (A’s husband)

A & B were married for 2 years. A wanted divorce
on the ground that her husband B refused to maintain
hgr and she also alleged that B had illicit intimac
with some other girl. The advice of the villagey
cou'ncd was not heeded to by B. The village council
advised A to file a divorce case in the court and
assisted her in conducting the case. The court
grapted divorce to the parties. After this, B married
again; but A did not marry and she is living with
her father.

Case No. 6
Plaintiff w A
Defendant -« B (A’s wife)

A & B arc married for 3 years and have one
child. B had illicit intimacy with another man with
whom she eloped finally. A filed a criminal case
against C and B which finally ended in a divorce. B
subsequently married her paramour. In this case also
the village council completely supported A in whosc
favour it deposed in the court.
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Case No. 7

This is similar to case No. 5 and this also ended
in a divorce in the court. The main functicn of the

c?ste .panchayat as understood by the villagers is
given in the Table to follow:

TABLE No. XXXIII

Caste Panchayat—Functions

Numbe i ‘ .
raccording to whom fimcuons of caste panchayats are

——— ——

Community Number of Settlement e
lement of Look afi
Houscholds ox afier the
disputes village from Public health ljt(r)ls(v:\llgarlr
theft or robbery
Hindu Sanibavar 61 59 40
R 14 2
Vannan 1 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 45 ‘
3 9
London Mission 20 19
10 2 1
Pentecost ' 2 2
1
Total 130 e —
126 T T e —3
82 25 3

93. The village council is not a statutory body
with legal powers to enforce its decisions. Itisa
relic of the old corporate life of the communities
and has jurisdiction only on the disputes voluntarily
.referre'd. to by the parties. Its power for enforcin
its Qec1s1ons depends on the public opinion in suppor%
f’f 1t and the caste solidarity of the community. It
1s the most democratic way of arbitration of disputcs
as any @ember of the community is free to express
his opinion in the meetings of the village council.
?revnpusly the verdict of the caste panchayat was
invariably respected and in the case of people who
refused to abide by the decision of the caste
panchz_lyat, the community had several measures for
enforcmg the verdict. One of the chief among them
was social ostracization which prevented the other
people of 'the community from attending any function
like marriage or funeral in the dissident’s house.
The oth.er incident of the social ostracization was the
prev'ex_ltlon of village artisans from performing their
traditional services to the dissident household.
Thus the suc_cessful functioning of the caste panchayat
qepends mainly on the caste solidarity. In recent
times, the caste panchayat has become a less effective
body because of the weakening of the caste solidarity
due to several rivalries within the caste itself.
Further, members of the younger gemeration haye a

feehn'g that the caste panchayat is an anachronism
and it is not a judicial tribunal. Thus the caste
panchayat as a village institution is in the process of
deca}‘r, However, it still continues to perform
certain useful functions in the larger interests of the
the community and attempts to arbitrate on the
disputes voluntarily submitted by the parties. It not
only looks after the general interests of the communitys
but also conducts annual festivals in honour of the
village deities. The village council also appoints
watchmen for the village who work in turns of

months.  For every 6 months, 3 people are appointcd
as village kavalkarars and they are paid in kind with
a few measures of paddy. One watchman watches
the paddy fields against cattle trespass and the second
Watghes the coconut groves and the paddy fields
ugainst thieves. The third kavalkaran is in charge of
regulating water in the channels according to the
turn system agreed to by the ryots. For the purposc
Of, the caste panchayat, the Christians and the
Hindus of this village identify themselves as one 8roUP
and the religious differences do not hamper the
working of the caste panchayat. Only in the €%
of festivals, the Christian group undertake the cele-
bration of Christian festivals and so also the Hindus'
For all other purposes, they function as one 8foup:
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Temples

94, There are 2 temples and 2 churches in the
village. One of the temples is dedicated to the demon
goddess ¢Kadamalaiamman’ who is worshipped at
the village deity and the other temple is dedicated
to Sudalaimadaswamy. The Sambavars defy the
classification of Saivites and Vaishnavites and they
mostly worship folk gods and goddesses of their own.
Kadamalaiamman is an object of special adoration
and an annual festival lasting 3 days is celebrated
in honour of this deity. This annual festival falls
in the Tamil month of Panguni and the whole village
puts on festive appearance during this festival. Goat
sacrifice is one of the important features of this
festival and popular entertainments like dummy
horse show, folk dances and villu pattu are arranged
during this festival. It entails an expenditure of
about Rs. 500 to 600 per year and some sort of
festival tax is imposed on the land owners of the
village and other people of the community. It has
been laid down by the village commupity that each
land owner should pay a certain amount per acre of
Jand owned towards the festival expenses. A lower
rate, say about 8 to 12 annas Of sometimes more
is fixed for each household of landless people. This
festival tax is also paid by the absentee landlords
who own lands in the village. Another annual festival
is also celebrated in honour of Sudalaimadaswamy ;

but this festival lasts only for one day.

Hindu festivals

95. Apart from these temple festivals, Fhe other
important festivals for the Hindus of the village are
Pongal, Decpavali, Ayudah Puja and Onam. Pongal
is essentially a festival of harvest and the entire
population including the Christian mcmbe.rs celebrate
Pongal, by feasting and by indulging in fug aqd
frolic. The day next to the Pongal f.estlval is
celebrated in honour of the cattle and it is known
as the Mattu Pongal. The cattle are washed .and
decorated with colours on that day and they are given
special fodder. Entertainments like bull baiting 1s
also arranged during this season. Burst?ng of' crackers
is an important feature of the Deepavali festival and
itis an occasion of great rejoicing for the ).'ounger
ones. This festival is also marked with fcastl_ng and
wearing of new clothes. On the Ayudha l.’uja qay,
these people abstain from work and indulge in 8 little
feasting and fun after worshipping theit xmp_lemen'ts.
Agricultural implements are washed and special pujas

are performed to them on that day-
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Christian festivals

96. The Christmas, New Year and Easter are the
important festivals for the Christians when most of
them wear new clothes and indulge in feasting.
During the Christmas, the churches are gaily decorated
with colour papers and festoons and special prayers
are held in the church. Another important feature
of the Christmas celebration is the dramas
enacted by the children. These dramas mostly depict
some Biblical story. After the drama on the Christmas
day, fruits and coffee are distributed to the entire
assembly in the church. It isalsoa day of special
feasting for the members of the Christian community.
A few goats are slain and meat is sharcd by all the
members of the community. There are two churches
in the village, one belonging to the Salvation Army
people and the other belonging to the London Mission
Society. These churches have part time pricsts attached
to them. The Pentecostal people do not have their
faith home in this village, but only go to Nagercoil
for worship. Many of the Christians celebrate Hindu
festivals like Pongal, Onam etc. In matters of
religious life, one should concede that the Christians
are much more religious than the Hindus. A majority
of the Chiristians attend the weekly prayers on Sundays
at the churches whereas for the Hindus there are
no regular days or periods of worship. They worship

as often as they choose to.

Onam festival

97. Onam festival is celebrated both by the Hindus
and Christians and this is a regional festival celebrated
throughout Kerala. It is celebrated in honour of
the legendary King Mahabali whose reign is believed
to have been a period of plenty and prosperity.
Though the core traits of customs and manners of
these people are more akin to the Tamilian culture
of Madras State, yet they have imbibed certain
important aspects of Keralite culture. This is not
only reflected in the celebration of festivals like Onam,
but also in certain other aspects of their cultural life.
This acculturation is also reflected in the language
which these people speak. The Tamil they speak
contains a lot of Malayalam words and for all practical
purposes, it can be said to be an admixture of Tamil

and Malayalam.

Local Administration

98. This village comes under the jurisdiction of
the Thengamputhur panchayat board which was
established in the year 1947. Five out of the 64 Karas
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of Thengamputhur pahuthi have been constituted as a
panchayat with its headquarters at Thengamputhur.
There are 9 members in the Panchayat Board including
the President and Vice President. The panchayat
area has been divided into 9 wards, each of which
elects one member of the panchayat board.
Kadathuchery along with Parakkai kara is included in
the second ward. The Panchayat Office is situated at
Thengamputhur. The panchayat has an annuval
income of Rs. 12,000. The main sources of revenue
are the house tax, licence fees, vehicle tax and cess
on land revenue. 1t also receives matching grants
from the Panchayat Union. At present six members
of the Panchayat Board belong to the Nadar community
and the other 3 members to the Vellalas of the
neighbouring villages. At the last two elections,
candidates from this village contested the election,
but both of them lost. The reason for this is that this
village has only about 240 votes and for any candidate
to be elected to the Panchayat Board, he would
require atleast 1,000 votes. The dominant communities
of the neighbouring villages viz., Nadars and Vellalas
have not so far been gracious enough to give
representation to the Kadathuchery Sambavars.

99, Kadathuchery has been completely neglected

in the activities of this Panchayat Board. It is said to
be mainly due to the absence of any representative
from this village who could fight for the allocation of
funds for developmental works in this village. In the
developmental activities of the panchayat, it is alleged
by the people of this village, only the lowest priority
is given to this village, after meeting the demands of
the vociferous sections of the other villages. After
the bitter experience in the last 2 elections, the
Sambavars of this village have reconciled to their
position of being a minority group in the panchayat.
The only improvements made in the village after the
Panchayat Board came into existence are the extension
of electricity to the village and the formation of a
road connecting this village with Parakkai. The
Panchayat Board has also contributed to the
developmental works carried out in this village by the
Community Development Block. Except these, the
panchayat has not done anything remarkable in this
village in all the 16 years of its existence and the
most bitter complaint of the villagers is that the
panchayat board has not been able to open a primary
school in this village so far. The villagers® opinions

about improvement through Panchayat are given in

Table No. XXXIV.

TABLE No. XXXI1V

Opinion about improvement through panchayats

Number according to whom after estalbishment of statutory Panchayat there has been
A

Community Number of households p .
Construction of  Library Tank improvement Wells Bulls Canal
steps in bathing ghat improvement
Hindu Sambavar 61 52 33 27 1 1
Vannan 1 1 l 1
Christian $ambavar '
Salvation Army 46 44 1 29 20
London Mission 20 17 12 6
Pentecost 2 2 1
Tetal 130‘ A 116 1 76 54 1 1 o
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Oplnfon survey

100. The results of our opinlon survey about the
Panchayat Board is quite interesting and revealing.
Almost all the people are aware of the existence of
the Panchayat Board and the main function of the
Panchayat according to a majority of the people
interviewed is tax collecting. Tables No. XXXV
and XXXVI give an account of the awareness
of the people about constitution and the main
functions of Panchayat. Out of 130 people interviewed,
115 mentioned tax collecting as the main function
of the Panchayat Board. Another 86 people were
aware of the road construction works undertaken by
the Panchayat Board and another 82 people were aware
of the provision of street lights by the Panchayat.
The Panchayat Board occasionally undertakes

. ‘cleaning and desilting of irrigation channelsin the area

and 71 people were aware of this function. None
of the people interviewed mentioned about the other
important functions of the panchayat, viz., its
responsibility for maintenance of public health
and sanitary arrangements etc. The attitude of these
people towards the Panchayat Board is one of
indifference or tolerance in most cases and bitterness
in some cases. Some ,of the politically conscious
people are bitter that their village has not been
represented in the Panchayat Board even though their

village contributes a significant proportion to the
Panchayat revenues. Many other people are bitter
about the extra taxes that they have to pay after the
constitution of the Panchayat. When we asked an
old man what benefit they derived from the Panchayat
Board he cynically replied that none of them had
felt any advantage, but on the other hand, one
immediate harm done by the panchayat is that they
will have to pay more taxes. He also illustrated his
answer with figures. Previously they had to pay
only Rs. 4 per acre of wet lands as land revenue.
But after the Panchayat Board and the Panchayat
Union had come into existence, they will have to
pay Rs. 2 extra on each acre as Panchayat cess.
The other targets of bitter attack were the house tax,
vehicle tax and licence fees for petty business ventures.
Before the Panchayat came into existence, they were
paying only 2 per cent as the basic tax for the lands
covered by dwellings, but now after the Panchayat
has come into existence, they will have to pay
additional house tax which is calculated on the basis
of the annual rental value of the dwelling. The other
harm done by the Panchayat Board, according to this
old man, is that they will have to pay licence fees
even for carrying on petty business like grocery shop
or a tea shop and they also have to pay vehicle tax
whereas previously they did not have to pay any of
these taxes. 4

TABLE No. XXXV

Information about main fanctions of Panchayat

Number that could
Number of  tell the period of

Number that could describe the main
functions of the Panchayat as

Community households Pangt’:;?:?cc%ggctly Collection Road Street Canal Water Settlcmen?
of taxes light supply of disputes
Hindu Sambavar 61 59 59 41 40 30 39 8
Vannan 1 1 1 e
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 46 40 34 32 32 32 3
London Mission 20 20 13 9 8 7 6 1
Pentecost 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
115 86 82 71 79 i2

Total 130 128

K-
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TABLE No. XXXVI

Information about Panchayat

Community to whom there is
no party

Hindu Sambavar 61
Vannan 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46
London Mission 20
Pentecost 2

Total 130

Community development block

101. This village is included in the Rajakka-
mangalam Development Block which was started in
1957. From the date of its inception, the Block has
the following development works to its credit. It has
constructed steps and has provided bathing facilities
in the Urani tank in the village. These bathing
ghats are widely used by the people of the village not
only for bathing but also for washing clothes. The
Block in collaboration with the Harijan Welfare
Department has built a library-cum-reading room in
this village which also serves as a social recreation
centre. The building was constructed by the Harijan
Welfare Department and Tamil books worth about
Rs, 200 were supplied by the Block. The library was
inaugurated on 14-2-1961. Ithas a part-time Librarian
who runs the library for a remuneration of Rs. 25
per month. Newspapers and magazines are also
provided in the library and people of the village
make use of the library to a large extent. 39 persons
have joined the library as members and pay a monthly
subscription of four annas. The library also functions
as a socfal education centre and evening classes for
adults are held twice or thrice a week. The part-time
Librarian also functions as the teacher. This Library-
cum-Social Education Centre gets an annual grant
of Rs. 70 from the Block. = What was previously
a rough cart track has been developed into a decent
country road by the Block in collaboration with the
Harijan Welfare Department. The people of the
village contributed labour worth of Rs. 750. Harijan
Welfare Department made a cash contribution of

Number of informants according Number of informants according

to whom dominant caste is

Nadac

Rs. 1,750 and the rest was borne by the Block. On
the agricultural side, the achievements of the Block
are rather negligible. Though the Block supplied
better implements, improved seeds and manure at
concessional rates, very few have availed of these
advantages. The Block has not succeeded in educating
and convincing the ryots of this village on the
advantages of improved methods of cultivation. The
other side of the problem is that the majority of the
cultivators in this village are so poor that they cannot
afford better seeds and other incidental expenditure
of improved methods of cultivation. Last year only
about 8 households used pesticides to combat the
crop-diseases. Only 14 households have bought
improved implements. Despite the goading of the
Gramasevak and the Agricultural Extension Officer,
only 2 handful of the people have taken to the Japanese
method of cultivation. The Block also issued loans
for the purchase of bulls and agricultural implements.
Very few have taken advantage of this facility. So
far only Rs. 200 have been issued to this village as loan
for the purchase of bulls. Only four people have
taken Kisan charkas from the Block and others are not
inclined to it because they feel that the return from
spinning is not commensurate with the efforts. Even
the Harijan Welfare Department has not been able
to do anything remarkable to improve the economic
condition of the people. One sewing machine and
two Ambar charkas have been supplied by the Harijan
Welfare Department free of cost. It has also supplied
bulls free of cost to five ryots of this village. There
is an embroidery training centre at Puthalam run by
the Government where people are given trajning for 4
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period of three months in tailoring and embroidery.
So far only one woman has taken advantage of this
facility of free training. The nature of benefits derived

~

by the wvillagers through the Block Development
scheme is given in Table No. XXXVIIL.

TABLE No. XXXVII

N.E.S. Blocks—Nature of benefits

Number of Number aware Number benefited

Number benefited in the manner as below
A

Community households ~of exi;ltgglie of by Block Library with Radio Radio Wells Manure Loans

14)) (2) 3 4) ) 6) Y] ® ®
Hindu Sambavar 61 61 45 38 39 20 16 16
Vannan 1 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 46 36 31 32 17 15 9
London Mission 20 20 15 15 13 8 3 2
Pentecost 2 2 2 2 2 2

Total 130 130 98 98 86 47 34 27

102. One of the immediate effects of the benefits
extended by the Harijan Welfare Department and the
Community Development Block is that the people
have grown very dependent on the Government.
They are not only aware of their extreme poverty but
also the various beneficial schemes sponsored by the
Government for the welfare of the Harijans. They
think that it is not possible to improve their lot,
without more effective help from the Government
sources. They have grown bitter that many of the
schemes meant for the Harijanshave not been extended
to them in full. An old man cysoically remarked
that after the National Government took over, the
amount of tax they have to pay has gone up but the
benefits derived have not been commensurate. Many
of them know that the Harijan Welfare Department
is building good tiled houses for Harijans in many
places and complain that the Department has not
built any houses in their village. The Christian
converts have the grievance that not all the benefits
which are extended to the Hindu Sambavars are
extended to them and because of their conversion to
Christianity which in many cases was not of their own
volition but due to their ancestors. They have been
excluded from the classification of Scheduled Castes and
this has deprived them of many benefits. They are

bitter that they are not eligible for such large scale
benefits as their Hindu brethren even though their
economic and social status are in no way different
from that of the latter.

Range of information

103. As stated earlier, the library-cum reading
room is frequented by a good number of the village
population and a total number of 60 people read
newspapers regularly and listen to the broadcasts.
So their level of awareness is fairly high. The number
of households who read newspaper, take part in
social, political and cooperative activities is given in
Table No. XXXVII[. OQut of the 150 people
interviewed, 85 people were aware of the untouchability
offence act. But very few people knew about the
changes in the Hindu laws of succession and adoption.
Only 8 people were aware of the changes in the Hindu
Succession Act and this could be understood from
Table No. XXXIX. Only three people were aware of
the existence of the Panchayat Board and the
Panchayat Union. As many as 90 people as shown in
Table No. XL knew headquarters of the block, taluk
and the district. The degree of political consciousness
is fairly high and about 90 per cent of the voters
exercised their franchise in the last general elections
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Attitufie towards family planning

104. A question was posed to the heads of the
households whether they were aware of the fact that
it is possible to prevent conception of a child by
deliberate means adopted by the husband and the
wife. It was encouraging to find that except about 16
people, the others were aware of the idea of family
planning, though not many of them were clear about
the methods and details of family planning.  Their
attitude to the idea of family planning was ascertained
and the returns have been tabulated and correlating

them to various aspects like number of existing
children, age of the hecad of the household, age of
the child beariog woman and durations of the marriage.
The attitude towards family planning with reference
to number of children in the household is indicated
in Table No. XL1. Among the people who had more
than three children, only 7 per cent of them wanted
more children, and another 15 per cent of them were
indifferent. As many as 78 per cent of them positively
replied  that they do not want more children.
Among those people who had one to three
children, 15 per cent of them wanted more

TABLE Ne. XLI

Information and attitude towards family planning with reference to number of children
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TABLE No. XXXVIII
General
Number of households
Total ' Joined Club Listen Reading Memberor Member or Member or -
Community number  Library and to daily Members of Members of Members of
of cultural broad-  news- which work  which take  which have joined
housc- activities cast paper for social active part in co-operative
holds uplift politics socicties
Hindu Sambavar 61 1 4 28 1 1
Vannan |
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 2 5 22 3
London Mission 20 i 2 8 1 1
Pentecost 2 2 1
Total 130 4 11 60 6 1 1
TABLE No. XXXIX
Awareness of changes in Hindu Laws of Succession and Adoption
Number of Number aware that Number that could Number aware that Number that could
Community persons there have been describe the changes there have been  describe the changes
inter- changes in Hindu  in Hindu Adoption changes in Hindu  in Hindu Succession
viewed Adoption Act Act correctly Succession Act Act correctly
Hindu Sambavar 73 1 1 3 3
Vannan 1 e
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 52 2 2 3 3
London Mission 22 2 2
Pentecost 2
Total 150 3 3 8 T

TABLE No. XL

Range of Information

Total

Number of households, heads of which know the name of

number of ———

Community households Block Develop- District Taluk Head- Panchayat Block Police  Name of prim:ipa—l1
ment Office Headquarters quarters Headquarters Station rivers of the district
Hiudu Sambavar 61 40 39 39 61 56 48
Vannan 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 46 33 32 kk} 46 40 4l
London Mission 20 14 14 14 20 19 17
Pentecost 2 2 1 2 2 2
Total 130 90 86 88 130 118 109

Number wanting more children Number wanting no more children Indifferent
ey A k1 e
gcb T, £ - g N
.n o oy b
oy ys €35 g e 2% gz E° 3g 2 8% 85 85 %z g 2% og
on
BEE 95 o3 ¢ o8 es  ¢h o5 2 eF% o5 eof o8 o eB gk
gg: 84 85 & 3 8 33 92 @ @2 @ 38 83 8 9B RE
788 T3 %8 £ 285 £ =3 5 £ 28 IF =2£ 2E 2 88 2%F
Hindu Sambavar 1 7 7 1 3 6 7 1 2 5 1
Vannan
Christian Sambavar
Salvation Army 1 4 2 6 3 g8 3 3 { 2 2
London Mission 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 3 1 1 3
Pentecost 1 1
Total 2 1 2 5 3 16 11 10 7 13 1 2 1 3 10 3

children. 8 per cent of them were indiﬂ'er?nt and the
rest replied that they do not want more children. Out
of the 30 couples who had no children,_l6 of them
wanted children, three couples were indxﬁ'eren.t and
other 11 couples said they do npot want children.
These attitudes were then correlated to the age of tt}e
heads of the households. These are indicated in
Table No. XLIL. Only eight heads of households
above the age of 40 wanted more children. Ten
heads of households in the age group 31 to 40 wanted
more children and there were only nine in the age
group 21 to 30 who wanted more children. Among
those who did not want more children, there were 26
in the age group 50 and above, 11 in the age group 41
to 50, 10 in the age group 3! to 40 and 6 in the age-

group 21 to 30. Another |9 heads of households were
indifferent. Correlating these attitudes to the durations
of the marriage, we got the following results as shown
in Table No. XLIII. Out of the 50 couples who have
been married for more than 20 years, 36 of them did
not want any more children, nine of them were indiffe~
rent and only the other five wanted more children. In
the case of people who have been married between 6
to 15 years, seven people wanted more children, five
people did not want any more children and seven
were indifferent. Six among the people who have
been married within the last five years did not want
any more children and the rest of them wanted more
children. With reference to the age of the child bearing
women as indicated in Table No. XLIV, only five



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

105. The extreme poverty of the people of this
village can be attributed to two reasons ; firstly, to
the low return from agriculture and secondly, to the
absence of subsidiary eccupations or alternative means
of living. The cultivators lead only a hand-to-mouth
existence because the yield from the lands is low and
the income of the cultivators is hardly sufficient to
meet their daily wants. The income of the agricultural
labourers is also inadequate because their employment
is only seasonal and they have no alternative methods
of living or subsidiary occupations which could keep
them engaged during the periods of enforced idleness.
So, the crux of the economic problem of the village
is the lack of subsidiary occupations which would
not only provide work for the idle agricultural
labourers, but would also serve as secondary means
of livelihood for the poor cultivators of this village.

106. The attempts made by the Block in this
regard have not been successful. Despite all the
persuasion of the Gramasevak, only four people
have taken to spinning with charkas. Others have
not been attracted to this subsidiary occupation
because of the comparatively low return from these.
The other attempt made by the Block officials is the
formation of a Co-operative Milk Supply Society.
In February 1961, a Co-operative Milk Supply Society
was started with 16 members and loans to the tune
of Rs. 3,840 were given to the members for the
purchase of milch cattle. The Society started quite
well and seemed settling down as a stable secondary
means of livelihood for the poverty-stricken people
of this village. Milk collected in this village was
being sent to the Nagercoil Milk Society. But the
society functioned only for a short while and died
a natural death. The members who were supplying

—0

milk became increasingly aware of the fact that the net
return to them from this secondary occupation was
not as much as expected by them. Firstly, there were
no pastures in the vicinity and it proved expensive
to feed the milch cattle with special fodder like
groundnut cakes, cotton seeds etc. At the other end,
the Nagercoil Milk Society, insisted on undiluted
milk and the price they paid was lower than what the
private persons like the tea-shop owners and others
were prepared to pay. What was most resented by
the members was that when the private persons
accepted diluted milk and paid a higher price, the
milk society not only insisted on undiluted milk, but
also paid a lower price. Because of these reasons,
the initial enthusiasm and interest of the members
waned fast like the moon and the society died a
natural death. The members, one by one, sold away
their milch cattle and refused to supply any more
milk to the society.

107. So, subsidiary occupations which yield in-
significant amounts do not appeal to these people.
They would rather be idle and live on loans than
strain themselves in an occupation where they feel
the return is not commensurate with their efforts.
So, establishment of some industry which will yield
attractive income, is the only way to relieve the
extreme poverty of these people. In that direction,
we may venture to make the following suggestions.
A brick and tile manufacturing unit can be started
in the village because the return from bricks and tiles
secem to be attractive. Further the raw material for
the bricks and tiles is available in the nearby Parakkai
tank. Even now clay from this tank is taken to

other neighbouring villages for manufacture of bricks
and tiles.

APPENDIX I

CENSUS 1961—SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY

Heusehold Schedule

Name of village: House number ; Serial number :

Person or persons interviewed s

2. (a) Name of the head of the household ; ree
(b) Sex:
(c) Age:
3. Statement
i ¥
& s | |
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A. DURATION OF RESIDENCE :

4, (a) For how many generations, counting from
head of the household backwards, has the
household been residing in ' this village ?

(6) If the head of household has migrated to this
village, together with the household, where
was his ancestral home ?

(Specify taluk, district and State).

B. RELIGION:

5. (@) Religion:
(b) Sect:
(¢) Tribe or Caste :
(d) Sub-tribe or sub-caste :

6. (a) Is there a deity or object of worship or a

sacred plant in the house? (Answer
Yes/No).

(b) If “Yes' where is the deity or object of
worship located in the house ?

(¢) What is the name of the deity or object of
worship or sacred plant and what is the
form of worship ?

(d) Other than this, what is the principal deity
of the household?

7. Do you know that untouchability in any form
has been prohibited under Law ? (Answer
Yes/No).

C. MARRIAGE:

8. (a) (1) Has any marriage in contravention of
caste or tribal law taken place in this
household ? (Answer Yes/No).

(2) If such a marriage has taken place,
give details about the marriage.

(b) With what castes or tribes other than
the caste or tribe of the household is
marriage.

'(1) Permissible.
(2) Desirable.

(c) Was dowry given on the occasion of the
marriage of the son ? (Answer Yes/No.) If
‘Yes’ mention amount—cash and kind.)

(d) Was dowry given on the occasion of the
marriage of the daughter? (Answer
Yes/No.) If ‘Yes’ mention amount,

APPENDIX

(&) Are you aware of the fact that the taking of
dowry has been prohibited according to a
recent piece of legislation ?

9. 'Have you any objection to contract marriages for
persons of your household with persons of
same social and economic status as yours but
belonging to the following communitigs.
[mark with a (V) the names of the communities
against which you have no objection]
(communities to be listed in the village):—

D. INHERITANCE :

10. (2) Do you know that there have been changes
in recent years in Hindu Adoption Act?
(Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If yes, what do you think are the salient
features of recent changes ? (List of salient
features to be prepared.)

1. (a) Doyou think that there have been changes
in recent years in Hindu Succession Act?
(Answer Yes/No.)

() If yes, what do you think are the salient
features of such changes ? (List of salient
features to be prepared).

12. (d) What relatives, including male members
and widows and daughters, married and
unmarried, inherit property on the death
of a married male person belonging to the
same caste as your household ?

(b)) What is the share of each such member ?

13. Are you in favour of inheritance of property by
daughters equally with sons ?

E. PROPERTY:
Land

14. If the household possesses land fill up the
following :—

(@) (1) Ownlands.

(2) Land held direct from Government under
tenure less substantial than ownership.

(3) Land held from private persons or insti-
tutions.

(4) Land given out to private persons or
institutions.

(5) Land held on lease.

(6) Others.

Total ...
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(h) Total area under cultivation :
(¢) Area comprising homestead :
(d) Name of crop
(i) Paddy
(ii) Wheat
(iii) Cholam, Ragi, Cumbu
(iv) Pulses including gram
(v) Sugarcane
(vi) Barley
(vii) Vegetable
(viit) Jute
(ix) Chillies
(x) Tobacco
(xi) Oil seeds
(xii) Cotton
(xiii)) Ginger
(xiv) Fodder or bamboo or cane

(xv) Fruits

(xvi) Other agricultural crops (Maize, Jowar,
Bajra, ctc.)

(e) What is the organic manure used ?
(f) Do you use chemical fertilisers ?

(g) Do you usc any new agricultui‘al implement
which has been taught to you for the first
time in the last five years ?

()] Do you borrow agricultural implements
from others at the time of cultivation ?

(i) Do you take help of neighbours at the time
of sowing or harvesting ?

(j) Do you assist your neighbours and receive
help at the time of cultivation in the
shape of manual labour ?

15. How much did your father own at the time of
his death ?

(2) Land in acres.

() Houses and other property.

16. (@) Do you own any cattle or poultry ? Give
numbers.

Quantity obtained
last year

Quantity
consumed

Quantity
sold

APPENDIX

® Milch cattle.
(i) Draught bullock.
(iii) Cows, goats, sheep,  pigs, duck/gheese,
fowl and buffaloes.
(b) How much milk or milk products do you
sell ?

17, Fishery—

(a) Does the household own any tank ?

(b) If fish is rearcd, was any quantity sold last
year ? (Answer Yes/No. If ¢ Yes’, mention

quantity.)

F. INDUSTRY :
18. Do you conduct any indusiry? If yes, isit
traditional ?
(a) What are the products ? Quantity produced
and quantity sold last year.
(b) Which of them do you sell to neighbours
or in the market?
(¢) Have you taken up this industry for the first
time in the course of the last five years?

(d) Have you adopted any new tools or
instruments for running this industry ? If
so, name the details of the tools and

instruments.

19. Name the art or craft in which you have earned
. proficiency.
20. When and how did you learn the art or craft
concerned ?
(a) Do you consider further training necessary ?
(Answer Yes/No.)
(6) If Yes, describe the type of training you
desire. '

21. (@) What was your father’s occupation ?
() If you have changed your father’s
occupation, why have you done so ?

(¢) Were you forced for lack of choice into this
occupation ? (Answer Yes/No.)

22. (a) Have you yourself changed your occupation
from another kind to this one ? (Answer

Yes/No.)

(b) If yes, explain why you have changed your
~own occupation ?

(c) Are you content with the present occupation ?
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23.

24,

25,

26.

VILLAGE SURVEY

(d) 1If not, what other work you are doing?

(a) Are you content with the present occupa-
tion ? (Answer Yes/No.)

(b) If<No’, what other work you are doing?

What kind of work would you like your son
to do?

(a) 1f you are engaged in trade or business,
mention the commodities dealt in.

() How do you get your finance ?

(¢) What is your approximate profit ?

INDEBTEDNESS :

If head of household is in debt—
(@) Mention amount of debt outstanding.

(b) Is the household in debt ? If *Yes’, fill up
the following :

(a) - Cause—

1. Purchase of land.

House construction or repairs to existing
building,

13

Marriages.

Funerals.

To give dowry.

To clear outstanding debts.
Sickness.

Confinement.

Family day-to-day expenses.
10. Household cultivation.

11. Industry run by houschold.
12. Business run by housechold.

13. Festivals.
14. Others.

© P NS v e w

(b) Source of debi—
Relatives.

Friends or neighbours.
Village money-lenders.

Professional money-lenders from outside.

Al A

Government institutions.

Amount

Amount
Rs. nP,

Rate of interest

APPENDIX

Co-operative Credit Societies.
Land Mortgage Banks.

Other Co-operative Societies.
Others (Specify).

Y ® N2

H. EDUCATION :

(@) How much did you spend last year on the
education of your children ?

(b) Does any member of the household regularly
read a newspaper or listen to news broad-
cast ?

I. COMMUNITY :

(@) Does the head of the household know head-
quarters of district, taluk, Panchayat
Union Council and Block Development
Office ; location of the Police station under
the jurisdiction of which the village is ?

(b) Does the head of the household know the
names of the principal rivers flowing
through the district ?

APPLICABLE TO ZAMIN VILLAGERS AND
THOSE RECENTLY SETTLED :

29. (a) Do you think that abolition of zamindari
and intermediary rights has resulted in
any good to you ? (Answer Yes/No.)

(b) 1If yes, indicate how you have benefited.
(¢) If no, why have you not been benefited ?

30. (a) Have you benefited from any scheme of land
reclamation or land development or any
other form of Land Reform ? (Answer
Yes/No.)

(b) 1If yes, explain how have you benefited.

31. (a) Is there a Co-operative Society in your
village ? If yes, how many are there ? If
no, do you desire to have one ?

(b) 1If yes, are you a member ? (Give the name
of the society or societies.)
(¢) If no, why are you not a member ?

32. (a) Is your village covered by the Community
Development Project ?
() Do you know what are the functions of
Grama Sevak 7 (Answer Yes/No.)

(¢) If yes, describe his functions,
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33. (a) Have youbenefited from the Block Develop-
ment Office? (Answer Yes/No.)
(6) If yes, how have you benefited ?
34. (a) Is there a panchayat in your villags?
(Answer Yes/No.)
(b) If yes, how long has the panchayat been in
your village ?
(c) What are the main functions of the
panchayat ? .

(d) What are the main parties in your panchayat
and which caste is leading the panchayat ?

(¢) Has there been any improvement in your
village since the panchayat was estab-
lished ? (Answer Yes/No.)

(f) If yes, what have been the improvements ?

(g) Has there been any harm after its establish-
ment ? (Answer Yes/No.)

(h) 1If yes, what were the evils ?

35. (a) Has any caste or tribe of your village got a
separate panchayat of its own ? (Answer
Yes/No.)

(b) 1If yes, what are the main functions of this
caste or tribal panchayat ?

(c) Sincethe statutory panchayats are function-
ing, do you think these caste or tribal
panchayats should still continue ? If yes,
why should they exist ?

36. (a) Is there afamily planning centre in your
area ? (Answer Yes/No.)

() Do you know that man and wife can
prevent’ conception of a child by
deliberate means if they wish to do so ?

(¢) Does the head of the household wish that no
more children were born to him ? or does
he wish for more ? or is he indifferent ?

J. DIET:

37. (¢) How many times a day do the members of
the household take their meals ?

Are they vegetarians or non-vegetarians 7

(b) What are the usual items of diet at each
meal ?

(Specify whether rice, wheat, grams, roots
gtc).

APPENDIX

(¢) What are the foods or drinks prohibited ?
(d) Does the household take sugar/tea or coffee?

K. UTENSILS : .
38. (a) What utensils are used for prepating food

and for storage of drinking water ?
(b) Of what materials are important utensils
made ?
(1) Earthenware
(2) Aluminium
(3) Copper
(4) Brass
(5) Eversilver
(6) Silver

L. FUEL:

39. What fuel is ordinarily used for cooking ?

40. How do they procure it ?

M. FURNITURE AND ORNAMENTS :

bedstead
41. (a) Does the household possess a
@ chair/tablc/mirror/bench/local cot/wall-

shelf/almirah/ stool. (cross out those not
found)

(b) Is the househo g an)
furniture for the first time 10 t

years ?
(c) 1If so, whatare they ?
(d) Does the household use

1d using any new kind of
he last five

mosquito nets ?

4
i rnaments used by (a) men an
2. Listal e local names and mention

r or brass or any other
d. Give drawings.

’(b) women. Give tl?c
whether gold or silve
material is mainly use

N. HOUSES:

43. Give details about the house materials.
Roof—
(1) Mud roof.
() Country tiled.
(3) Mangalore tiled.
(4) Terraced (pucca roof).
(5) Zinc sheet.

v __12
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(6) Tin roof.

(7) Asbestos roof.

(8) Corrugated iron roof.
(9) Wooden roof.
(10) Straw or grass roof,
(11) Leaf roof.
(12) Others.

Wall—

(I) Mud wall.

(2) Bamboo wattled wail.

(3) Mud plastered bamboo wattled wall.
(4) Walil of twigs and branches.

(5) Wall of twigs and branches plastered
with mud.

(6) Reed wall.
(7) Mud plastered reed wall,

(8) Wooden wall.
(9) Brick wall.

(10) Straw or grass wall.
(11) Leaf wall.

(12) Stone wall.

(13) Others.

Floor—

{1) Mud fioor.

(2) Cement floor.

(3) Wooden floor.

(4) Stone floor,

(5) Lime and mortar floor.

Number of slopes—

One.
Two.
Three.
Four,

Five.

APPENDIX

Number of slopes (Contd.)
Six or more.
Without slope.

44, '(a) Give a plan of the house and compound
showing the main places, the material of
the roof, walls and doors.

(b) Total number of rooms in the house.

NoTe :—Give sketches and photographs
wherever possible.

O. CONSUMER GOODS :

45. (1) (a) Does the household possess hurricane
lantern | petromax or hazak / battery
torchlight / kerosene stove [ bicycle /
gramaphone/radio-set ?

(Cross out those which do not apply).

() Has any of the items been acquired for
the first time in the last five years ?
If yes, which are these articles ?

'(¢) Does the household use toilet soap/
washing soap ?
(d) Are clothes sent to washerman ?

POSSESSIONS :

(2) Does the household possess—
(a) Car.

(b) Bullock cart.

(¢) Jutka.

(d) Ponies.

46. (A) Maternity cases :—
(1) Cases hospitalized.
(?) Number of cases.
(@) Confined in hospital.
(b) Confined by bringing doctor home.

(¢c) Confined by qualified midwife at home.

(d) Confined by unqualified <Dai’ at home,
(¢) Confined without assistance.

(B) Medical treatment :

What is the medical system followed ?
(1) Allopathic.
(2) Ayurvedic,
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(3) Homeopathic
(4) Combination of more than one of these.
(5) Others.
(C) Medical consultation :
Where do you go for medical consultation ?
(1) Public hospitals or dispensaries.
(2) Private hospitals or dispensaries.
(3) Private doctors.
(a) Allopaths.
(6) Homeopaths.
(¢) Others.

(D) Vaccination :

How many members of the family have been
vaccinated ?

(1) At least once.
(2) Within the past six months.

47. Income :

Total family income per mensem from—

(a) Land.
(b)) Industry.
(¢) Business.

(d) Occupation.
(e) Others (specify source).
48. Average monthly expenditure —

What is expenditure on

(A) Food ;—

(1) Cereals and pulses—
(a) Rice.

(b) Other grains.
(c) Dhall.

(d) Total.

(2) Vegetables—

(a) Potatoes.
(b) Tapioca.
(¢) Onions,

(d) Coconuyt.

®

O
()

©

(e) Others.
(/) Total.
Non-vegetarian—
(a) Meat.

(b) Fish.

(o) Egs

(d) Others.
Milk.

Ghee and oils—
(a) Ghee.

(b) Oils.

(¢) Total.
Condiments—

(a) Chillies.

. (b) Tamarind.

M

(8)

®)
(10)

(1)

(¢) Others.
(d) Total.

Sugar—

(a) Sugar.

(b) Jaggery.

(¢) Total.
Coffee and Tea—
(aj Coffee.

(b) Tea.

(c) Total.
Liquor.

Tobacco—

(a) Smoking.

(b) Chewing.

(c) Total.

Other foods including refreshments.
(B) Education.

(1) Fees.
(2) Books.
(3) Uniform.
(4) Others.

APPENDIX

Total under food
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(C) Clothing.
(D) Fuel,
(E) Marriage.
(F) Festivals.
(G) Miscellaneous.
(1) Dhoby or soap.
(2) Barber.
(3) Travelling.
(4) Medical fees and medicines.
~ (5) Religious observances.
(6) Amusements.

(7) Provident Fund and other compulsory
savings.

(8) Payment of debt.
(%) Remittances to  dependants residing
elsewhere.

(H) Others.
Total.

49. (a) Has the household secured during the last
five years ?
(1) Better irrigation facilities.
(2) Better types of cattle.
(3) Better seeds
(4) Better implements.
{5) Better manure.
(6) More land for cultivation.
(7) Use of pesticides.

(8) Improved methods of cultivation like
Japanese method.

(9) Land improvement measures like land
reclamation, soil conservation and
consolidation.

(b)) Have you received demonstrations in
improved agricultural practices ?

(¢) Have you participated in activities of
Community Project by contribution of
land, labour, cash or material ?

50. Prosperity Index—

(1) Have you cleared any debt which
cxisted prior to 10 years from the
income of the household ?

APPENDIX

(2) If yes, specify the amount so cleared.
(3) During the last ten years—
(@) Have you acquired any property ?

(b)) Have you made any savings in cash or in
the shape of ornaments, etc.?

(c) Have you invested capital in any new
undertaking or building ?

(d) Have you opened a voluntary account in
any post office savings bank or any other

bank ?

(e) Have you invested in N.S.C. or prize bonds
or other forms of rural saving

campaigns ?

(f) Are you a member of any chit fund or
other indigenous funds except where it is
wholly from any debt incurred for the
purpose and/or the proceeds of any sale

of property ?

51, Extra-curricular activities—
Has any member or members of this household—

(¢) Worked for social uplift.
(b) Taken active partin politics.
(c) Joined any co-operative society-

(d) Joined any club, library, dramatic party of
other cultural organisation in the village.

SQCIAL DISABILITIES :
52. (A) Do you have free access to—
(1) Shop, hotel or restaurant.
(2) Temple or place of worship.
(3) Any other place of public resort.

(B) Do the following render you their services—

(1) Brahmin priest.

(2) Barber.

(3) Washerman.

(4) Any other village servant.

(C) Are you avoided by Caste Hindus
regard to —
(1) Touch.
(2) Serving cooked food.

(3) Serving water.

in ’
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APPENDIX 11 » | |
7. “(d) Distance of the Post Office from the village.

CENSUS 196]—
$ 1961-~SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY (b)) Distance of the Telegraph Office from

the village.

Village Schedule
(¢) Can money be sent through that Post

Name of Police Station/Taluk Name of District. Office ?
i igi i bers of
Name of village: . . 8. Religious practice followed by mem ‘
Co e L.C. No. of village. each caste, tribe and religious group in the

village.  The description of the religious
practice in each case should begin with the
name or names under which the Supreme
Being is known and then procced from
Name the caste to which the majority of the villagers belong : : ceremonies that might be observed in respect
of a person from sometime before he 1is
born and end with the funeral rites after

his death.

Area of the village: No. of houscholds.

What is the religion which majority of the villagers profess?

1. Topography of the village : ' 9. Give details of places of common religious

(@) Is the village situated on a plainjon an worship, if any.

undulating surfacefon a  plateaujor a

hillock/or at the bottom of a depression? 10. Describe community festivals, if held in the

village.
(b) The system of grouping of houses— '
average distance between two clusters 1
of houses—reasons for such grouping
e. g. whether on account of the nature
of the surface of land or on account of

. Dress commonly worn by the villagers with
special reference to peculiarities on account
of caste, tribe or religious sanction or

economic status.

the social customs. 12. Number and types of schools in the village.
(¢) Internal roads—-—Tanks—Villag.c common— 13. Describe Social Recreation Centres, if any.
any stream or other extensive source of
‘watcr-—prommlt.y or otherwise of any 14. State of Co-operative movement in the village.
jungle—Approximate number of  shade- (Number and names of Co-operatives)

bearing trees and how they are arranged.

2. What is the local legend about the village ? 15-A. Details of crime statistics for the past ten

years.
3. Detailed description of average house of the
member§ of each 'caste/ tr‘lbe, religious  group, Year Place of crime No. and nature of crimes Remarks
occupational group in the village. Re
4. Name and distance of Hat or Hats to which :
surplus produce of the village is taken for
sale.
5. Name and distance of the nearest railway
station and bus route. '
. ) 15-B Prohibition Offences
6. Distance by road from Thana and sub-
division headquarters. — - .
Year Place of crime Number Remarks

_— 3 & JE
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16. Details of births and deaths for the last ten years.

Natural increase
— .__._A_-..___‘

Births Deaths

Year Month e Fee—y A
Males Females Males Females

A brief note on the cause of death :
17. Details of village lands classified by crops:

Males Females

Year Name of group Extent of land

18. Total poplﬂation . of the Vvillage in 1931,
1941, 1951 and 1961.

19. Is the village electrified ?

20. School statistics in detail.

21. What are the common diseases in the village ?
22. Give your impressions of cleanliness.

23. Drainage and sanitary facilities—A note.

24, What is the source of drinking water ?

25. Is outbreak of epidemic frequent and
what are the preventive and curative
efforts taken to combat them ?

26. Is there a Primary Health Centre or
Maternity ward? Which is the nearest
hospital ? :

27. Is widow re-marriage allowed by different
castes ?

28. What are the sources of irrigation in the
village ? Give number and types and brief
note thereon including the number of
pumpsets.

29. Give the number of temples/mosques/churches in
the village.

30. If there is any Co-operative Society in the
village, give a detailed note on it,

31. Total livestock in the village as per the
1956 Census and the present position.

32. Is there a Key Village Centre in the
village? If no, which is the nearest
Veterinary Hospital ?

33. Isthere a cattle pound in the village ?
34. Do the villagers tatoo their bodies ?

35. Do they favour female education ?

36. Are there any ancient monuments in the
village ? If yes, give a note on them.

37. Give the current proverbs in the village.

38. Give a note on the panchayat,

Village leaders, Members of Panchayat, Priests and other office bearers

1

Remarks

II

Members

Other offices held inside
or outside the village

Remune-
ration if any

How gained I
position

Since when
holding the office

Age

Occupation l,

Caste

Name

Name of Organisation

Statutory Panchayat

Caste Panchayat

(Name of caste)

Other leaders

Members of Board of Directors
of Co-operative Society
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Recreational and artistic activities enjoyed by the villages

IX
(His name,
, caste,
occupation)

Who trains
players, etc
address

VIII
What agency
sponsors,
promotes of
finances

|
I
|
I
|
l

audience

Role player,
otherwise

vii
If activity is in village, do visitors from
other village participate ?

Approximate No.

/

f people of
main castes
as audience
(Many, few,
some)

VI
Extent of
participation

0!

the
or communites

/

v
Extent of
active par-

ticipation of
people of the
main castes &
_communities
in performance
(Many, few,
some)

|
|
|
|
|

v
Frequency &
duration
(specify whether |
daily,
monthly, sea-
sonal, etc.)

11
Where room
(if out-
e the village,
name & dis-
tance of the
place)

placed
sid

I
*Brief des-
cription

1
Type of
activity

Sports & Games -

Dancing etc.

2. Drama, Music,

3. Cinemas

4. Films, trip, Puppet
show etc.

S. Fairs

4. Festivals

7. Other entertainments

&

*Indicate nature and reason of celebration,

S. No. Local terms

1. Anda
2. Arali plant

3. Ayudah Pujai

4. Chery
3. Deepavali
6. Kadathi

7. Kara
8. Kanganam

9. Kanji

10. 'Karumanthiram ...

11. Karuvelan

12. Korai
13. Kottah

14, Mattu pongal
15. Moiseithal
16. Moraippenn

17. Murungai

1§ Nalangu

APPENDIX 111

Glossary of local terms

Phonetic Transcription

Anda

Arali

Ayuda Pdjai

Cheri
Dipavali
Kagati

Kara

Kangaapm

Kafiji

Karumapdiram

Karuvélan

Korai
Kotta
Mattupongal

Moy Seydal

Mugaippen

Murusigai

Nalasigu

o

English equivalents

A large vessel usually made of brass, used for storing
water.

Oleander, Indian willow.

An annual festival in September when tools, books ete.,
are worshipped in honour of Saraswathi, the Goddess

of learning.

The segregated settlement of the inferior castes.
A Hindu festival celebrated in the month of November.
A Malayalam word meaning  to cremate or to bury’.

The smallest territorial unit found in Kanyakumari
district.

A saffron coloured thread worn around the wrists of
bride and the groom.

Gruel of rice or millet.

Expiatory ceremony performed on the last day of the
pollution after a death.

Acacia arabica.
A kind of grass used for weaving mats.

A local measure of grain.

A festival celebrated in honour of cattle, on the second
day of Tamil month ° Thai’.

Presentation of cash or gifts, made on the occasion of
marriage and other ceremonies.

The privileged bride, usually maternal uncle’s daughter
or the paternal aunt’s daughter.

Moringa Oleifera.

Ceremony performed to ward off the effects of evil eyes,



S. No. Local terms

19. Nanjilnad

20. Navathaniam
21l. Onam
22. Pahuthi

23. Pambadam

24, Parisam (or Pariyam) Parisam (or Pariyam) ...

25. Pattam

26. Petti
27. Pongal
28. Thali

29, Thamboolam

30. Thinnai
31. Thooku poni
32. Urany

33. Vaikku Arisi
Poduthal

34, Valsirumundan ...

VILLAGE SURVEY

Phonetic Transcription

Nafjilnadu

Navadaniyam
Onam
Pahudi

Pambadam

' Pattam

Petti
Pongal
Tali

Tambilam

Tinnai
Ttkku Poni

Urani

Vaykku Arisi Podudal ...

Vilsigumugdan

English equivalents -

The old name for the region now constituted by
Agastheeswaram and Thovala Taluks of Kanya-
kumari district.

The nine kinds of grains.
A Malayalee festival celebrated in November.,
An administrative unit comprising a group of villages.

A big cluster of rings.  * studs which hangs down the
lobbing ears.

Price to be offered for the bride.

Silver or gold plates tied round the forehead of bridal
couple.

A palm leaf basket,
Harvest festival in mid-January.
A sacred symbol of wed-lock among Hindus.

Betel-nuts and leaves served to guests on important
occasions.

Pial
. -
A tall vessel with a handle.

Tank

A ceremony of putting rice into the corpse’s mouth
before burying.

A strain of long term paddy crop.



