. SUBSIDIARY TABLE IL |

nX

v

Distribution of the iafirm by age per 10,000. of each: sex. .
< ey g
, ) " i INSANE. | -
LJ B - T : -
e v " AGE. : - MarE. !
™ i - * s K B : .. - -
- , ‘ o | | oot |osen | oasse o aenil | tem.
_ 1 2 3 4 517 7o |8
TOTAL . .. .+ [120,00010,000|10,000 10,000 | 10,000 {10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000
. 88| .. .8 us |-t aas) 1| 108 wl o Tl e
S 488 375 3% ‘B30 ). 2s3) o as2 “7) . Ten ] 498
S i f - BT6 S IS . 01 577) . 808 es0 ] .75 w0
“ . - Sy - - - . . .
“ ~ 63| ess|, s&o‘s o6l ) e8| ees| T nemr | sne
955 | Lo16| Lo0es | sasly 999 995 | 1282|7018
; . f_w.%z,om
e 1,476 1516 1,208 1. 1,289 (). o104 1,246 Be2 1,186
| dste) 1ss3)ness | 1,883 } e BT 1089 | v,a364 184
. s PRV - : D R . e . -
e m0st o196 | Y zomf 1o l) ST emt | esoltises] o ses
g -106] 1005 | 1,085 1102 } g B F T S R K BV
el e b es ) oot oot o |5 ess| st -y | v aob
i w !l ve| oo sul e }: e | ) Ces| o Ussl s
. wl s 223 ol ocoaendd LT esey ass | e L ais
v S ss9 | wsr 65| vas | el g 7| g8 ],
L ST oo i
X 7. DEAF-MUTE,  ~:-
AgE, L " FEaaze.
;” * - K ’ “ZI ;
- 1921. 191L - 1901, 1891, 1 1881, “:51921' - 1911, 1901, . |- 1891,
: . ‘12 1 BT U R 1
TOTAL 10,000 (10,000 110,000 | 10,000 | 10,000
- . ‘\ N , » ' ) ' ' # ' )
05w e . S} soe| e[ as|l o sos 238 370" - 6w 499 931
CE0L. vl vasel  vemsfooamesl o2ase [Tl Cusrel nasr | 1su | gam
1015 ” o] ases| aEE o 1sm| Lew 8] 1528 ne | Leoo | wes . 620
. ST o 965| 18| 3280 Lm8 a0 | 1,089 1) 1807 | Loss| - 1,085,
C 2025 . Ceig| nes ) emi esgyy .o fessl LumfoiLisdl Coemsly
; S A : RN LT >N N I o L }_’1;384 :
25730 . . ~1,088] 14 919 ) ‘805 | 186t | 902 wor|)
30350 . 928} sa| s 738 } ve | 82| e wsr i e, }
8540 A -/ 3 T2 oz -ses iy T |Eiae9 | soy @ m |
N 8 Pl Lo - a . o AN
4042 . “ T - 608 457 524 :aj_76_i} “és 603 467 510 1 .t 400 }‘
45—350 . . e B T N 223 {7 mi S 319 - 218 ‘190 15§ 75
¥ B0 L, i ‘883 1. . 260 ‘} ] }
: . N ' 1 ¢ [ S :
.  55~60 e e e .“ -.198 |- 834 i SRR
00 and over ¥ A aarl el ‘ :

U eyt e
<7760 and over .

 Dist

co .

~ SUBSIDIARY TABLE li—concld.

ribution vaftﬁé infirm by age per-10,000 qfeac/z sez.

! ‘Blind.

* Female.

1901 -

1891,

TR [ -} RITVIS 1800 | 181§, 121 | aem, 1881, o
i o o REETIUREN .
N o UV b - 7. . v " s
) 23 24 | 25 26 27 28 [ 29 30 31
] 4 LR - v g ]
. 10,000 | 10,000 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 10,000

- m
7,589
578
. 420
-2
579
. 528
678
561

)
638
830
o9 | o4
601
Sees
b9
8,308

3,863

}.

‘}i

" 3,169

]
I

163
396
411

" 403

1,338
1,278

1,647

1,040,

200
" 870
851
405
362

T
348

401

£32
564
545

616

1,056

520

sy
3,837

364} .

483
439

" 358

404

523.

B35
§04

) 571

1,088,

417

C3sm;

802"

7,428

161 -
a1
79

-

*oe8

‘ ) “.Lepers‘. .

Mald,

Fem;xie.

. 1011, I 1901,

1891.

"1881.

1991, 4] 1011,

"1901.

1801,

1881.-

32

.36

37 38 .

-39

- 40

41

89 and over e, e
Iy

v T Age,

=y . ok

10,000

10,000

10,000 | 10,000

10,000

1

0,000

.“ ‘I
W »
.l.',.l—‘ .
10— .
i LRCUIRS
: 20-95",.,
(]

o R

g9
169
314
i

- 979
1,230

1,260
"o 952

529

556 |

1,182 |

1,089

274
309

o61 |
11330
1,20
< 1,635
)

100
L sy

878
s1,2r7
1,361
1,468
805

11,065

s
C 166

3%

46
128
521
741

- 87

1354
970
1,00
686

1,20 [

19
. 338

s 83
* 420
409

.. 862

1502

“1,580

1,481




140 HAP.X —INFIRMITIES.

. SUBSIDIARY TABLETIIL. -

. Number aﬁlz'clﬂé(l\ per 100,00Q péraozw kqf. ea.c"/z'd_}/e period ) mzﬂ n’m{z"bér ‘of fAen;alves' dﬁf{:té& pea ],000

. ‘males: R o ;
Number aﬂiiutéd per 100.006. Number of fémales aﬁiiéted’xpv‘er S
LRI , T e 1,000 males_.., DTN
Age. . Insane. V'Déaffmuté. | - Blind: Lepers. . o : R S PR
’ ’ ) o ’ - _| Ingane. | Deaf-mute. | Blind. Lepers.
Male, | Female] Male. | Femala] Male. | Forale.| - Male. | Female. 1o
e s e s e s e | u e B
ALLAGES .| 57| 4s] 78| ‘eo| 7| os| =0l 25| 24| . e86| 920|.340 "
. o : Ll . H IR B el . . : P :
T . : A IR . . S ) v )
B - 4 3] 18 sl oeof sl czpoefosm| seof e 1
coes=t0n o] cm| o se) s | oa| ocos| el ovis| SRl T B R
. 10—15 e7] sl e | oesr| 46| g ae oasf Los) o mrpl 560 | 683
w20 | oas| o omf es| w|.se|, as| e8| a| em oms| osmr| s
Coo~2s | we| 4] ceef  es| o osr| s e2] ar| s Cme | omes| sz
L . 5 . . N R ; . C . . o - ‘ e o i
2530 | oes). sl es) om \K o) | s s osa) . saf o wss)ooses s
8035 .| ov 70 88| . 66 6o - 66} 16| 45| e9f o es3) s 385
Casewo | sl m| el os|om| ] om| oso|oew| Toew| el sl
Coaas. ] 18 B0 RS L IS (U0 Rt SRS o) IET-) P B 1t 11,007 |- 326
Coastso o L loeef 1es| we| es| 1| 0| ueef 85| -6 - 619 | 1,009 2057/
v J . . - 3 e . . - - : . L V":At'\-‘
5055 ] 0] w00 e 85| 46| 207} ‘26| " w| wa| 003y - or3l 260
L 55—60 - |l el 0 o5) oal s serf vee| wo) chaf ool e voel )
S N * N Sy S B - I ST [ -
‘60 andover .| 7 ga| 187f 107 wes|. osx| ed| o1 es2| - 6m| 1066] :335.
LT i
R i '
; : . Lof
: 3 ) M S
' ‘ R &

. (EAPIERXL

o - Nature and Scope of return, -

~

| OHAP, XL—CASTE, TRIBE, RACE OR NATIONALITY. & = 141

vt

| CASTE, TRIBE, RACE OR NATIONALITY.

i ’v"z}k*"%18~5'. The' statistics of 'éas@efor face have been collected " at ’ev‘efy ind’ié.n‘ census

since 1872, "Serious suggestions have = been made at

various times for the omission -of the question from the

7 ::séhedules and for the éuppression ~of the classification of the  Hindu population into

" -castes in,the census tables and: reports.

’

- can be used as a -lever for raising their status.’ 4
- facts as they are, and it is a. principle that any man is at liberty to return the
*caste to which he believes he belongs. Therefore, after receipt of numerous petitions -
-and counter-petitions, an order was passed by the Local Government - that every-
- person’s caste should bé entered as he himself described it, provided a real caste name -

C A Resolution" was put down to this effect
in ‘the Indian: Legislative Assembly in 1320. The resolution ‘emanated from Assam

- and was to have been moved by-a member from ‘the Surma Valley, but owing to
absenceof the member it was. never:

: moved. The chief -grounds for . the motion
appear to have been that the returns serve no useful ‘purpose  on account of their
inaccuracy and that Government should not assist in the perpetuation of the caste -
system and thereby encourage feuds between caste groups. - A similar - motion was

also it was too late.

put down in the Assam Legislative Council in 1921, but was ruled out as the Local
'szérnment had no power to alter the census questions ; i

+ .. As to the fitst objection, We must admit to much ‘inaccuray, ‘due -parfljr‘t:o real

ignorance and confusion about the foreign castes of immigrants and partly to indigen-

ous tribes’ and castes’ changing their names or taking names previously used by

~ -other castes, in order to advance their social. position.* ~Although this latter tendency

‘has certainly

"

been more pronounced in Assam at ‘this census' than- at previous ones,

' it is a habit of old standing in some parts of the _province. In 1891, Mr. Herald,
_ the: Subdivisiond]l Officer of South Sylhet wrote,—“ The tendency is to write down.

a higher caste. This is by no -means confined ‘to the census.. Registered deeds,

. land revenue receipts, etc., were produced showing that the claimants had been.
‘striving - (successfully in many cases) to raise their caste.......” It is not true,

however, to' say that the statistics are worthless, for caste is still the dominant factor

-+ in'many problems of demographic importance in Hindu society over the greater
‘part-of India. Perhaps in this province the actual numbers in- the Hindu. castes
'~ -are important in only a few cases, but a knowledge of races and tribes is essential

for administrative purposes in addition to its academic interest. - It must be remember: -

‘i ed.that the statistics obtained and tabulated are for caste, tribe, race or nationality,
- and not for caste.alone, ~ If we could
" Assamese ’ as race terms, and if the races of immigrants to tea "gardens could be -

have satisfactory definitions of “ Bengali ’ "and

determined easily, it would certainly be a matter ‘of much less trouble to the census

_staft to record and tabulate only race statistics instead of caste ‘for Hindus and

. v

uhammadans, justas is done now for, Animists, Buddhists and Christians.

- " As to the second main objection, ‘relating to caste feuds, it is wrong to say
_ that the action ‘of the Goverament by keeping the caste column in the ecensus:

perpetuates the system and foments’ differences : the feuds arise from the action
of the various castés themselves in cultivating the mistaken notion that the. census
The census tries to record. only

was given. This, of course, assuméd that every man must be supposed “to be telling

 what he believed to be the truth. . In fact, the rank and file of castes who returned
- .new names often probably believed that they were entitled to them ; whether their
~ leaders /and the Pandits or Gossains from whom decrees were obtained (generally

by purchase) believed the same thing is not within my province to: discuss.  Certain
1t is that no amount of census figures, nothing but the verdict of society  itself, can =
raise any caste or any individualio social status. No names of persons are kept

- on'record from the census, and whatever social. or religious differences existed before -

. -outside the pale will be found in ‘Chapter - XT of the India Census fReport, 1911

-appear to exist in just “the same measure after the adoption of & new caste-name ;.
-if there is any change in status it is due to culture and wealth rather than to thg-

alteration of name. ~ - =

. *.A discussion of the rélation of the caste system';to the four .classes or Varnds'bf the Skdstras and the fifth class -

- o~
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: departure from the previous practice as to the collection of cast ‘
Tacékgggizgicﬁowa?;gde by the Government of Indm; at this _census. - But it hasrbeen
decided that the subject should be - treated more from 4 practical point, as an element

- of the population in its social and demographical aspect, than from the point of view

~ of ethnography or origins. Adju(}ieatiqn on’ the validity of pa_rh(:.ular_ cas}ﬁe ‘A clg1ms
finds no place in t_he_Qen‘isuszrgpo}‘.,.. TR B e
© A glossary and various nofes on the distribution of . caste were gu;*’exijl u;t 191{:111
" Questions of division into functional sub-castes and groups have l3e’en leal 1;2;011
, .sufﬁdienﬁ%y'iﬁ ‘previous census reports—unotably.that of 1891.. h{)ﬁg{s}te or 1%(;: %1 klg aiion
" to-age distribution, sex, m'an‘iage,_ htergcyiandmﬁrmmes ab:t 13,?.6;113\151 f;et . el
. yith in the chapters on those subjeets.” We are concerned-xaxow with the va«matlog 11_
numbers and.the movements for change: made in the decade by vziflng, ‘cas‘dgs_;‘n(_‘
fribes: New:information of ethnological inteeest has been added in t_% ppendices.
e 136: I have pointed oub in t-he"las_t_’p'_afagrap:n that the census ,recmf’dtﬁf »ca's?'e is
‘THe “statistics  ana thetr erely an incident oceurring in ,the:‘com’sgdg .,’r‘/er,vauol\lxys_v
dohe otatistics _and, thelr. ‘caste and s'.oclalf'moven:_\gnts,‘ and’ ?hatv. it -is’ only the
“ggitating castes themselves which seek in th'e rec{oy@ 'a_n_adventltl'ou.s mdftr'lfﬁ mtelndedt,
This factor has been imuch miore effective in vitiating ﬂie sta‘tls“tlos‘o : % ‘present.
census than those of former ones, because the tendency to take: ?artr}es alrea tg'mdl‘l's%
by other castes has increased’ greatly, where before the x}zsua}} p;gc gee W?S 2 &Il)
entirely new names. ~Different communities are not being fuse ‘:y return. of he,
‘same caste-name, but ‘our;statistics yl}averﬁbegn)obsgured by it in many cases. - oy
Naturally, ﬂierevas a certain. qmlou%tiof »frgc_tiqn\ in places whefq {;mt efx;ll?meratog:
ot higher caste’ considered that persons of*an aspiring ciste had 1no ugf* hto'? he éla?nis
" they returned! Thiswas partly surmqgnte@ by visits and supervision o 1:: dlel;_.o_ Claaz;:,l:‘
“but-it is probable that some';enua}er__a_tgrs -d;sgbeye‘d the vaernmentldm exd{«l‘g’ls]uc‘
caics we catinot say thétl‘the'recoyd;s inaccurate, _hqwe\(elﬁ.-xsm‘ng!;he o )d‘(zlm 113)61 aps, ,
traér) caste name was recorded. " To :aymé‘l" Increasing. t ;s{fnc fon and a ?19 ecause-
- the Government ordeér as'to record of every person’s caste H1e1~1de1 ed. anh 1;; egz unne-
cessary, it was decided: not to issue any caste-index such as was used at the ta§ census. .
© Theé index'of 1911 was used, whert necessary, in the course of tabulation, biu it was not -
used atenumeiation. The mixture of ﬁgures;vs-ex_tegsn{e -fmf.ma,ny of the ; }nghgqn_c)ust_“,
- castes and ill be - discussed in the next paragraph.”. e -
" For tea garden immigrants lists.of castes were, given ‘irrx the- Censuls,i()odte ja"{l‘%'{
- Superyisors’. Instructions, and these were used"wﬂill whatever local supp. em%n s and /_,.
" orders: the - District Officers and Charge - Superintendents of tea districts  found it

{

-

necessaty. to issue. -On the whole, I think the tea - garden record of caste and race s

: ' il prd re .80,.0wing to the - care taken '
t least as accurate as that of 1911, and probably more .50, owing g Wb LATe..
, %’yzDaistrict and Subdivisional Officers and--others in charge .of .thé gardin census.

. - g : - . - ' )
Certainly it is more aceurate than the recordof flmagu.ag_;es on tea gardens. - e

A: third source of inaccuracy is found. in the: tribal or race statistics whére there

* have been conversions to Ohristianity. The instrq{:tnon to thg census staff was— [

;¢ For Christians the rice or tribe should be shown in column -8, Christian converts who do noﬂi‘i
- recognise caste should be entered as Indian Christzins.’ : o .

** Unfortudately the Jattér part of this was acted on in many cases of Christians of -

- hill races, instead of only for those converts of the plains who' had no_definite tribe.
In some cases comparison with language and birth-place entries has: enabled us to .
place the Christians in their tribes (e.g., Khasis, Garos and Ao Nagas), but outside the

- well-defined hill races, such inferences fiom langauge would be dangerous,

The chief statistics :of._caStek' are contained in Impéfialﬂ Table XIIL. Those for‘f‘

. tea gardens are in Provincial Table. X. In order to reduce the siz¢ of ths- Tmperial

 Table, only castes with.strength over one per mille of the provincial population hmte;
been shown, excepl in afow cases-of hill tribes and -others for: which ' figures “were'
needed for administrative reasons. - Owing to:a wrong interpretation -of - the instruact- '

ions, the Sylbet Central Office clid not sort the' bundles of Buddhist and minor religion -

slips for caste or tribe ; but:this matters little as it has :not caused any indigenoas '
caste of ‘importance to” disayipear. from the tables. B
* The thiee Subsidiary Tables appended to this chapter show (I), castes classified .
according to traditional oceupation; (II) variation in castes since 1881 d

- paragraph 139 below. R e s s

- thé'cldssification. " It is necessaty fo classify somehow,

- concerned; Whetlier they are ‘good’ or 'Bad

| from without and sometimes from both. -

IT).varia--- "
tion in certain indigenous castes -and races of.thg‘._.Brahmapl‘ltra'.,AVaHQy-z ;jeferr_eq."tq mee

"" ,___ - e L 1o
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' As "t6 tho ,' ﬁrstSubs1d1afyTab19,Ifeiar‘ that notn‘fuch Il'é;lidné’e& E:an be placed on.

o

agricultural and' avoid thé supposed odium of occupations such as fishing. or labouring,

- Thus some’ persons.whobe old or ¥eil oeenpation is sdmething other, than cultivation,
_ - are now shown under cultivators, because they have retariied a cultivating caste.,

137, Instead of . tle’ movement towards universal ‘brotherhood advocated by,
P ‘t o r - reformers at various tinfes* .and -reiterated recently - by
and Arimists "IN political Teaders of the advancéd sthool in Tndin, vie hars

Lo o .chronicle numerous’ separate’ movements started and-
-continued by differéht” castes for themselves and themselves: alone. . Being, as they
generally are, efforts to raise their ppsition by classes or_gioups who  have had other.
classes ofi their backs for cenfuries, the movements are confined naturally. to the castes:
. ovements and whether the . castes ara,
entitled to the new names they have faken. 1is not to be discussed here. - I shall merely:

. note the various agitations and their effects on the statistics. All alike . are distin- .

guished by the mark of clannishness or what for want of a better term might be called

'—’.‘,qlan-selﬁshness—nbne bas ‘any connection with the ‘uplift of - other castes” or the :
- advance of society in:general. And it was noticéable that some of: the leaders in

special caste agitations were themselves either connected . with some . political party or

' . had-political ends in view.

Representations' were received sometimés” from’ within the province, sometimes .

F T A3

.- Excluding, minor' changes or errdts in nomenclature, the “following is a list of,
- castes and groups affected either by their .own or others’ agitation or .changes of.

‘name:— - )

- Baniya. - . Grahabipra.” =~ Mahishya, . Sudra.

I Barui, -/ " RKachari. . Mali. - Sunrni.

" Bhuinmali.” °  Kaibartta, - Mech.. Sut. y
w. - Bora.. 1 Kaibartta'Chasi. . “Nadigal. - Tambuli.
-+ Brahman. . - Kaibartta Jalia, -Napit. . Tanti.”

-, Brittial-Baniya: © Katani. . - Patni. o Teli .

- Das. - 'Kayastha.  Rajbansii Vaisya
Dhoba. - - , Koeh. ./~ Saha, -+ Vaisya Saha. |
ot Dom. o' Kshattriya, .+ :Sonwal. - Yogi. v

} . Py L : s : I

‘ S ‘. S Yogis' “Biahman. ..
~*It-will be convenient to consider the movements in these “castes as far as possible
in alphabetical order; this will also obviaterahy sugeestion that we are attempting to
, Classify by social'precedence. In what follows, whers castes are’ groupéd or discussed

’tbgéther, it must not be " presumed thatthere is~ necessarily any connection between

- ‘them unless it is so stated: The number in -brackets -aftér each caste is the total -

strengtlt in round thousands, where it has been tabulated. .
|, Baniga is usnally regarded as a " generic name of various trading castes, although
Baniyas in Assam decided at this census to omiis the prefix Briftial.” This caused very
little confusion with other castes; as there ave only a - few ttaders from Western India -

* it appears in' the caste returns of - other parts of India.” .The leaders of the Brittial

- who return ‘themselves as Banias in Assam. But the propiganda was not complete ;.
~the community is oné, but part returned the ‘old name and " part the new.. The result

was that each part fell below the standard strength of 1 per mille and neither appears’

' in the main tables. The total ‘strength is' 9,174 (5,989 Brittials and 3,185 Baniyas)— ;

a slight decredse since 1911, i S L e
" Baruds (9) returned themselves. as Kayasthas in very many cases, and their.
recorded numbers have therefore dropped from 25,000 to 9,000. There were sharp
quarrels in some placg’s over ‘this claim. C_Chis movement is. not a new one—see 1911

* - report, page 128,

© Bhuinmalis (2) have /nearly all adopted the désigndtion lo,f,‘l\dali,ﬁ _’ché texideﬁcy to

which was noted in 1911; "Hencethé heavy fall in their numbers from’ 35,000.

~Borias are now only 1,400 against- 22,000 at the last census. The reason for this’ @

 is that they have preferred-to give the name Sut, under which over 21,000 have been
. tabulated: - See-note-on: page 129 pflﬂ}_e last-report. L TR )

~

 *For o recent instance, see a specch of His Highness tho’ Maharaja of Kolhapar st Nasik in 1920, - He advoeatod -

" the dissolution of castes and an equal start for all at birth. Speech reported‘in the Press, April 24th, 1920,

¢ _ "1 essa. and ‘this appears to be the
.. hethod least likely fo lead to. friction among castes, - The'immedizte motive of nearly-
~‘all the caste movements is the getting of ‘some.name which will show: the caste to be,
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- Katbarttag (92)  were shown ‘in.1911. under three sub-heads : Kaibartta Chasi
i Kaibarta Jalia-and simple Kaibartta. - See 'also Assam Census Report -of 19015 page
- 182, ' The three groups have now been tabulated as . entirely different castes, and the . .
= Mahisyp caste has also been scparated entirely. Those who returned themselves-as
“ -+ Kaibarttta only -have increased more. tkan fourfold from the 1911 .total of 21,000.
- Some of this increase must be due.to natural growth, but the greater part represents
- Nadiyals and Doms of the Brahmaputra Valley and Jalia Kaibarttas of Sylhet who
- have given up-their old titles in favour of tlie simple Kaibartta. It was. remarked in
- -the 1911 report that, although the names Kewat and Kaibartta seemed to be inter- -
~.changeable in Kamrup, the Kewats were discarding the word Kaibartta beécause of
. its’assumption by:the Nadiyals ; this process seems to he cbmplete now and we find
name Mahishya by Patnis.. One rentl , - -that Kewats (100) have.an increase such as might be expected by ordinary’growth. =
" informed mé‘ghaﬁ )171 ; ?mrélsa‘])afsl?- ag:(?t ]183?(11&1;1 :f : é;is]lltég?i 01;1 txl;z?ths»utizmi?;}iissﬁ;)gs“fl?;%“ “h . Katbartta ngas@‘sj(Q)._, nu_n;bere:l 65,000 in 1911. - The present decrease is-due to -
* hehad presided at a meeting of thelopal Mahishya -Samiti held a few years . scparate tabulation of the Mahisyas. -~ F - . S R P
before. Probably some Patnis also gave Das as. their caste; but I'do not thifk the. = - .. Kaibartta Jatias (3).—The' drop from 4%5:000 in 1911 comes from the return by
; number of these was great. = S T R " this group and the Patnis either of plain- Kaibartta or of Maltisya, which 'lattexé*u
U Dhobas (33) or Dhohis have. sed sli RS S IR ‘name they had not thought of -assuming at former 'censuses. With the change o
Surma Valley thoy sbmstia] o) ;eiiggfg?;&ig%ﬁ%eﬁ is no suchsasie ot Dhoky ' joasto tame has gone s, movement fo rebun-their oceupations:as Cultivation mihor
of Dhobi mentioned in the Shdstras and asking that * Hindn’ should be entered in - ‘ X :szhan fishing or bogﬂ;mg and - to give upin some cases the q;etaﬂ se_llmgr‘ofwhsjl} even ' .
the caste column of the schedule as Dhoba is'merely a sect of Hindus, They asked . - when they have not given 'up fishing. - _ B y
also that the statement.about their association with Chandals skould be ‘removed (see \ -7 Kuotant is the name of the section of the Yogis living in the Brahmaputra .
1911 Report page 130). An intermittent' correspondence in the newspapers has been =  Valley who were formerly supposed to be the only.. peopls who could or would rear the
- carried on, with the intention of showing that the Dhobi is as ‘indispensable as certain " pat silkworm. They have been classed under Yogi, biit I mention them here as a- -
) - representation was received about ‘theil’ inclusion with the sub-sections known as

-+~ Brahmans (160) have increased by about 27 per cent. -This is due in part
probably to growth, but chiefly to the inclusion of more Barha Brahmans and.
Agradanis than in 1911. In particular a large - accretion to the numbers seems to. .-
have come from the Mahauts or priests of the Yogi (Jogi) ‘community. These ‘were

- Chiosen originally from within the caste, and used formerlj to be' returned with ‘the -
Yogis; but at this.census a section of them 'broke from their fellows and decided to - .

. return themselves as Brahmans. * - e B
.. Das (31) or Halwa Das did not appear as a caste or sub-caste name at the last
.gensus, owing to neglect of directions, as' explained by Mr. McSwiney under

Kaibartta, on pages 131-132 of his report. The differences between the sections

. of the Mahishyas in the Surma Valley appear to Have been made up ; and the Dases
‘have been classed under Mahishya in'the tables, as the majority of those returning.
the name of Das for caste seem,to have done so in disgust at the ‘é.ssumption:of the. .

- other functionaries at Hindu festivals “and that he has plenty . of reason to have his

untouckability removed. ;

Doms (25) have decreased from 31,000. This is because fewer of the i‘ndivgiénb“'ﬁiév'
. Doms now return themselves as such. They ‘were formerly shown with Nadiyals and. =
Patnis. At'the last census, some entries were tested and it was found that overhalf -

the Doms~in Sibsagar and Lakhimpur- were Assamese. Most of these, howerver, have

now given up Dom in favour of Nadiyal or Kaibartta as a caste name, and the Doms =~

censused are nearly all foreigners ; the tea garden caste table shows that -20,000 out

~of the total of 25,000 were counted on gardens at this census, whereas only about half . ;

_tlie 1911 total were garden coolies. . S

. Grahabipras or Ganaks (14) are only two-thirds of their previous nhmber,
owing to their refurning themselves as Brahmans. This movement is much’ stronger

g

in the Brahmaputra Valley than in the Surma Valley. . -

. Kacharis (207).—This tribe has  followed - different - mqvemé;lts in difféfent‘bf.’"f
. districts. Thetotal number of Kacharis shown has decreased by .23,000. But this -

is not real., More than half the 28,000 in Lakhimpur - returned ' themselves by the /.-
sub-caste name of Sonwal.* In Goalpara, where . there were no Kacharis 'in._igll,' e
we find now. nearly 11,000 ; this corresponds with a . decrease in Meches. In

Kamrap theré has been a substantial increase in the fribal number; this has been

concurrent with a large number of conversions to Hinduism, which in this case has . -
not induced abandonment of the old name.: Nowgong and Darrang have slight
decreases, which may be attributed to new names :. Kshattriyas -appear increased in - -
~ both districts, and in Darrang, some new converts to Hinduism returned Mahalia® =~

and a few Solanemia* as caste names. In _Nowgong a section returned themselves

- as Saktas in the caste as well as in the religion , column. Sibsagar lost some Kacharis *
by a transfer of territory to ‘the’ Naga Hills. In North 'Cachar, practically all the .
Kacharis- returned themsélves as Kshattriyas. . They were at first -entered  properly *

as Kachanis, with their language as Dimasa ; but afterwardsthe entries were scored
out by the enumerators under the influence of a few literate men, and the language

was entered either as Hairimbi or as Bengali, with the ‘éqste as Kshattriya. The .
Subdivisional Officer reports that the people themselves knew little and cared little -

about this movement. See also Chapter IX, paragraph 123.

L The_dqcréa‘se ‘in number o'f. Kacharis is also due pa.rt’lyb to c(‘)nvé’rsi‘on‘ to Christian-
ity ; Christians “are not shown in our race or caste table and the numbers sare not

. traceable as some were-entered merely as Indian Christians.

P

© * Described in Assam Census Repbit,‘ 1891, pages 227. 235; 236.
R = . :
Y

‘

“+ Polupohas. and Thiyapotas. The ohjection was withdrawn by the maker and all these =

- ivere included as 'Yogis. Thereis a prejudice against rearing ‘the: paf silkworm as .

- unclean, but recently eggs have been 'supplied by the Industries Department to some
- non-Katanis, who have reared them successfully and'so far’have not been outcasted. .

L

‘must also have returned Kayastha, bu it is'not possible to determine thém. |
. Koches (229).—No specia.l reports or representations were ‘received ahout this |

" .caste or tiibe. Their numbers have fluctuated since 1891, and this. census shows a

decrease of ‘about 11,000. This used to be the caste into. svhich converts from
Animism were received in the Brahmaputra Valley ; the present decrease, in face of
" large natural increases all over the valley, points to the:disuse of this practice insome
- districts. - Some of the new converts, instead of becoming 8aru Koches or Saranias, are
keeping their old tribal names and some are describing themselves as Kshattriyas. In-

- ‘Goalpara where the largest drop in- Koches oceurs, and- where there is also a great
“decrease in Kajbansis, there appear for the first time many thousands of Kacharis and

_ Kshattriyas. In Darrang the detrease is due to omission of Mahalias, whose figures
were included with Koches in 1911. R o o ‘

el Kshd'ttrij/w (347).~Fortaerly the name of Kshattriya was practically ’synbnymodé'

“with Manipuri in this province : outside Manipur, and Cachar and Sylhet where there
* are old' Manipuri settlements, only a few hundred Kshatfriyas used to be counted. In
the last few years -the claim to an ancestry with epic associations -has been adopted
or revived by leaders or outsiders for other tribes in process of conversion to Hinduism

or already convertel. The result is a very large increase in the number of

persons returning Kshattriya as their ‘easte. ~ After: deducting a genuine increase
" 0f'26,000 for Manipur, we have still about 70;000 - Kshattriyas above the total
-of ‘the last census to account for. Goalpara has mnearly 49,000, where there were
none'in 1911: these are Rajbansis and Koches. Kamrup has 6,000, apparently
people who were Koches before. Nowgong, Darrang and the Garo Hills' show' over
1,000 Kshattriyas each—probably ex-Kacharis or other Bodo tribes. The rest ave
“'nearly all accountel for by the Kacharis -of North Cachar : this movement I have

~ deseribed above under Kachari, ;

) Makisyas (70) with Dases (81) belong to Bengal and ﬁhe‘ Surma Valley. ‘They
‘obtained permission.before the census of 1911 to be tabulited as Mahisya by caste in-

descent from the tnion of a Kshattriya father ard Vaisya mother. The numbers =

~ place of ‘their'old name of Chasi Kaibartta. They quote Shastric authority anl tracs

‘tabulated for the caste have been swelled gieatly, and otir statistics’have been much =

confused by the return of.the same caste name by ‘the Painis : anl Jalia Kaibarttas.

B Kangék'aﬁ (1'212).4—:From;'82.00(5 the number of Kayasthas has grown to 122,000 o
¢ !A great part of this increase is due to Baruis using  the name.. Some other castes
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* ‘about half that of 1911, while the number of Hindus is much ‘the same. ne of
the Hindus who wished to abandon the tribal name of Mech described themselves as. -

among. the Nava-Sakha.

" Meches (81) in Assam are practiéélly confined to Goalpara, Where the number so-

,,l;et'urned has decreased by. about 6,000. The number of - Animist Meches is only

“Bara by caste-and langnage and Brahma by religion. (See Chapter IV, paragraph -

64). These were identified by putting Mech in brackets after Bara in. the ‘general = '

' he community has been distinguished for its loyalty to the established : Government. .
" and'the leaders in the Surma Valley consider that their prestige has been impaired by =
the intrusion into their caste of others with whom, it is said, .they have no connection:
" Malis (47) have increased by nearly 33,000. is is accounted for by an almost: -
equal decrez(xse)of . Bhuinmalis, gho were also censused under Mali in .1881.  They -
“naturally prefer the latter name, as the Malis or Malakars of Bengal are ;‘nplytded;, .

Some of -

" schedules. The fact is that there has been a real increase in the tribe in Goalpara— o

~use Mahisys as their. caste-name.
_ hope to improve its status without getting a befter na

- fioures that some Patnis also returned themselves as Sudra..

the language returns show about 20,000 more speakers of the tribal language—but -

‘about- 11,000 have described themselves as Kacharis for the first time.. - There is also-
g namber of Mech Christians. Some of the growth of the tribe is due to immigration -
P - . )~ R h . . . . R v . v !

from Jalpaiguri.

Nadiyals (18) were 63,000 in -the Brahmaputra Valley at last census. The:
" difference has gone into Kaibartta (see above).

. *

A movement similar to- that of ‘the
" Jalia Kaibarttas of the other valley hag been going on with the infention of improving -
their status ; and the local newspapers have been invoked. Considerable efforts have . -
_ been made by the caste to stop selling fish, at any rate in public markets, :anvd to stop-
~ the going of their women-folk to bazars. = .. -, 0 T T e
.. Napits (33) have lost,about 4,000. Most of this was in Sylhet, where it appears-" .

S

they suffered privation with the rest of the .population. From ‘Goalpara Napits a. -

the 1911 report. .

- Patnis (44).—These were 111,000 at last census. “As eiplaiﬁed ‘above, a strong .

movement was started, and decrees of Pandits were obtained, to’ allow the Patnis to-.
It was suggested by one of the leaders in the

movement (himself a Brahman) that a caste which was so looked down on could not

they could not find a name unappropriated by others. It seems from the- reports and

o

caste name Kshattriya in Goalpara. ' The movement did not affect the other  districts..

me; but it is mnot ‘clear why (-

_ petition was submitted asking that they should be called Chandravaidyas and protest~ N
ing against being classed with the Kalitas—see remark under Napit on page 135 of |

They have not given up, /
fishing and boat-plying entirely, but many returned their pqcupatign\as;cultlvatxon.i;;q /-
' Rajbansis (92) appear decreased by about 30 per cent., owing .to- the use of the

of the Brahmaputra Valley, where the Rajbansis; though few, show increases over the-*

1911 numbers. - In Goalpara there was a split in the caste. Only those striving for
~ higher social and religious statu

s, and reforming their manners and rites according to &

-~ strict intérpretation of the Shdstras have taken the caste name‘;Kshatt‘riyaj (and fWibhv."«

it the sacred thread). - i v

Sala (46) includes Sahas, Suntis, Sats and- Vaisya' Sahas, but not'those who.
returned themseives as Vaisya only, . The group has decreased by . some -7,000, owing -

to the movement of the Sylhet members-of the caste to use Das as their surname - and

Vaisya as their caste name. . In other districts the caste has increased in numbers, -

and in the whole provinee if Vaisyas and Sahas be added we find an increase of about-:

tion was received from a learned Vakil of Calcutta on behalf. of the Shoundika com-

munity, asking that all Sunris, Sahas, Kalwars, Saus, etc., should \]éé Izlaced 'under; th.ef !
' class Kshattriya, and sept ¢ Shoundika Ogrikul Hoihoyo-Wongshiyo.’ TPerhaps it is -

only the system’of transliteration that gives its kakophony to this title; fortunately-

our Kshattriya statistics were not further confused by this addition in Assam, .as -the-
community here preferred to refain its, Vaisya connection and none are .repqytedff"go :
have returned Kshattriya as their caste. ' ‘ e

o .

- Somwal. (16) was the sub-caste name returned by many o .the..Hindu;'Kz_iéhaﬁsf
. of Lakhimpur and Sadiya and a very few of Darrang: The name did not appear at-

the last census, or if it was given af all, the members were tabulated under Kachari.

They were gold-washers under the Ahom Rajes. . . -

T

16 per cent., so that this class of traders is evidently flourishing. ~ A printed applica:

- censused, The large -increase is due a
“» and others having assumed the'name.

- af the last census.
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~ " Sudras (166) nearly all belong to Sylhet. In 1911 less than 119,000 wers

ipparently to many Patnis, "Jaliz‘m'Kaibarttas";f

"~ 'Sunris are few and have been classed ,undexf'Salhaj.'  There Weife ‘less than 3,000

< 8uf(21) is -t'he‘nam‘e taken ‘by the Borias. . Sée Borla above | Lo
o Tambulis are too few to appear separately in' the tables” in -this province.” In
-+ 1911.there were only 73. A pefition was received from Bihar, asking for them t}o: be -

N

_ classed as Nagbansi Kshattriyas.

" Tuutis (76).—The number has neatly doubled in the?decade. This is due to
" ineréase in Tanti coolies on tea gardens, and probably also to the more accurate
. tabulation, of the sub‘caste Jugi of these immigrant Tantis of ~Bengal and Bihar.

" Telis (39) have increased in number very-slightly, as they belong mai_nly»to Sylhet -
and suffered from the general depression there.  They petitioned to be entered as

- /'Vaisya Tili. - They are of course Hindus, but were tabulated as Animists by a misprinf .
qnlo1l o R o
.= Vaisya (2b) besides being the name of oneof Manu’s classes, is also: that of an.
~.indigenous cultivating caste of Kamnup. The-provincial number has increased more

' than sixfol¢, mainly on account-of the movement of the Sahas-or Vaisya Sahas in the - = .
> ‘Surma Valley. I am at a loss to account for the very large increase in Kamrup from
i 8,000 to neaxrly 12,000, since the number of Sahas has also increased thére, and the
.~ natural grcwth of population in the district has been only 57 per cent.

f

. Yogis (161) were tabulated at the last census as Jogi (Jugi), and their««fnhmb‘ef's

.. have fallen by nearly 8,000.: The chief reason.of the decline appears to have been
- the separation ' of many of their priests, who were formerly tabulated under the
~ “general caste name. The leaders of this caste have heen making great efforts  to rise.
*".in the social ‘s2ale, and from the beginning of the census operations have made -applica-
: .. tions-about the spelling of their caste name and the use of Nath and Devanath' as
*.“titles for their men, and Devi for their women.
*_public were assured that names of individuals were of no value in the census record
~save for the temporary’ purpose of identification of entries before tabulation, many
> protests wére made by members of~the higher castes, .especially against the use of
.. the title Devi. ~As noted by Risley as long ago as 1891, no “intelligible reason can be
~ ‘given for -the treatment to which the caste is- subjected by other Hindus.*. "The
" discarding of widow remarriage and alteration of certain of their marriage customs

Although the enumerators and the

are among the methods adopted by the caste in the effort to improve its position.

" They have been at great pains fo emphasise their ascetic: origin, for which the = -
~, spelling Yogi instead of Jogi or Jugi has been adopted. Their leaders have also
. taken exeeption to the description of the courtship or marriage negotiations noted in
- the Assam Census Report of 1911, paragraph 80 ; although the outsider may find in-
- it a’ rather interesting and charming ceremony, it is felt to be a cause of ridicule by

-educated members of the caste, who deny the practice. Ancther point of objection

- was the inclusion in former years of the Sapmelas or snakecharmers and Duliyas or
- ~palki-bearers as Jogis in Upper Assam.- R FRED :

“"Yogis’ Brahmans at previous censuses were entered under the general caste name
.04 ] : 5

~of Jogi (Jugi), but they, or a section of them, have recently claimed-a different origin-

‘and have returned themselves as Brahmans; they have also assumed the Brahman -
- titles of Sarma and Chakravartti in place of their old names of Nath or’' Mahanta.
Some 70 in Lakbimpur bave been recorded as Yogis’ Brahmans. “As far back as 1891,

- however, the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet reported that Mali- and Jugi-Brahmans
_ in’ wany cases omitted the Mali or Jugi prefix ‘and entered themselves as Brahmans

.+ Of other indigenous Hindu and Animist castes of the plains there is little of
~change or of special value to be noted. Most have varied their numbers according to
- the tendency of the localities where they predominate. The Hiras (15), who are

potters in the Brahmaputra Valley, lost somewhat in numbers, ‘chiefly in Nowgong ; .

- there is at the same time a remarkable increase of Namasudras from 77 to 4,365 in - -
- Nowgong. Part of this may he due to immigration, bu it seems that some Hiras must. =

. # The Tribes and Castes of Bengal, pace 359. - :
"+ v} Assam Census Report, 1891, Appendix A, ix. :

/
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have retulned Namasudra, as. thelr ca.ste, a.lthouﬂh no report W&S 1ece1ved of such a.‘,"., s
movement..  (For connection of - the two castes see last Report Hira, page 131) o TheAssamesn

The Mataks and Morars, who nnmbeled over 10 000 in 1911, have dlsappeared owing
‘to return of various othe1 and more conect caste names (see pap'es 1341-135 of the 1911 tbose shown hy “1 Al]en in 1901 and. Mr. Mcbwmey in 1911 for est1ma.t1on of the

Repmt) . - yise or decline in the numher of the Assamese people;* ‘but L have had to omit some -
A - minor castes for which we have no separate fizures, and also one or two castes -such
- as the Yogis (Jogls) and the Banlyas whose ﬁmures have been obsculed by otherk ’

Two great race- castes of the Bra,hmaputm Vallev, ‘Ahoms and Chutlyas, ) ‘both
show stea.dy increases. The Rabhas have decreased somewhat ; this is probably owing -
. to return of different names, since the loss is. mainly among Hlndu Rabhas and we ; o
know that conversion to Hinduism has been going on. - : e Sta.tlstlcs ‘o the same’ castes are shown for the fiwo la,st cénsus years, nnd as most of

The Tiparas of the Surma Valley have dropped in numbers from ~10,000 to 5 000 e ~the different members-affected by the movements have been included, we can “use the

numbers of them have g th d T t £  figures for the purpose of rough comparison.  As there isno clear definition of the
of ?ﬁ,f;fzgg in 2;1]1:; 0.gorie ade M bor . 1nto rlpura, State a ter the m‘ohrbltlon : Assamese as a race or peorle we can do no better than to adopt this method. of taking

_138 Although there § 18 & genera,l ao'reemenn among the N'usalmans of A‘SS"‘m' 4 -that what holds good for these in the fivé majin Assamese districts holds good for all.

B ca,uses i .

Hunammadans, " that they have no caste, it: has Dbeen ‘the custom in” the  ° “The numbers dea.lt with form about 53 per cent. of the whole pc.pula.tlon of the -

past to classify them in the usual groups or families such -

as Salad Moo-ul Patha,n, Sheikh, and -in the - functlonal sections. Mahlmal Jola.h‘t ] area. : ,
etc X T T pesamese cme S The statement in the margm shows the
s, e (ASAMESE cagtesAnA TASSSy for the last 8 censuses. .The '
-There are only a few thousa.nds of Sala.ds and of the Upper Indla. race- groups X - —— ,».vaua,tmns or : .
. ‘The great majority of ordinary Muhammadan ciiltivators .+ " pistriet. . |. . variationper cent, [ @ctaal proportion of Assamese'is o course -
Joleba g always returned as Sheikh, which title, however respect- - e - | keptdown by thelarge number of immi-
orla, an Aun'speclfle . . able its original meaning, hds now ‘come to denote any . Lomis e s ‘89?7190‘-}1‘,901"9_"~ toni-tozs. | grants. The figures certainly_show %‘Et o
. Nagarchi. "7 B ’\Iusalma:n not beIon«ran* ‘to one of ‘the other special - b — + the Assamese are not dying out. 6
-‘Sheikh, . oo “classés. The maro'mallv-noted groups were aﬁected by | Kamitup G e o3[ " tiw4| g0l percentage increases in 1921 would be
soclal movements among the Muhammada,ns R \; parrang | =se| —o2| —os _somewhat greater and the Darrang deﬁmt :
: e e el Y aerl 0 seq ] Would become an excess it we included
, Jolakas or \Iuhammada.n Weavers in many cases asked t2 be: entered as: Shelkh - s o NOWEORE ;. 5 ! EERCE PR T | - persons ‘who returned their castes as Kshat-
Their number was over 7, 000 i 1911 but is now too small, to appe:—u in the tables S S "Stgb,sag‘af Vo W86 HI2B 1 T8 tr1ya. and some others  which it is impossi-
Makimals (22) have fallen to about 30 per cent. of their last census ‘total. Their © Laknimpur. - .| #197|  H175] - +6'4| g to isolate.- The 1901 decreases were
profession is fishing, but they have considered it more respectable ‘to return the title R e —— A —— 1 due toeffects of Kala-azer'and the 1897
of Sheikh than theu tradltlonal Mahl, even When they ‘have not glven up.. ﬁshlng' ' ot Tetal o =6 o ~ earthquake, and the large increases of 1911
or boat-plymg S : 11-,0 lecovely .after those cnlamltles At this _census- the increase of the Assameso is
Morias, according to A.hom hlst01y, are the descendants of ’\Iuha.mma,dan pri- .~ f " not as high as the natural increase in the whole valley (83 per cent.), ‘This may be
" soners captured at the defeat of Tarbuk in 1510 A.N. THey number only one -or. =~ attrlbuted partly to; g1ea,ter fecundity'of the  immigrant populatmn, 1ncIud1no- those =~
- two thousands and have not been shown in our tables. .In Sadlya, they asked tobe - ' settled in villages. Butitis.also due to omission cfr some sections of castes, as ,ex-’ -
" returned as Morangia, but this was disallowed as ‘not- be1nn' a ‘proper caste/Or Tace - plmned above, and to exclusmn of the two Frontier Tracts. Some of the people nOW:
entry. They are the brass workers: of Upper Assam,” but " “their industry was killed g 3 1n\ba.d1va and Ba,llpal‘a were ineluded in.the Darrang and TLakhimpur calculations: |
. owing to stoppage of supply of raw material (mlported brass- sheets) dumng the war “ " “in previous years, but as new areas are also dealt: Wlth in these frontier tracts, the
‘and many of them took to agriculture. S - statistics would have been loa.ded unfau‘ly in flVOUl of the 1ncrease fa.otor by theu-: ,
, Musalman, zmspeczﬁecl (76).—The i 1ncrease of this group from , 300 in 1911 to " 1nclus1on : ‘ ‘ '
176,000 at this census arises from two ‘causes. : The:first.and the chief ¢ause among. - i 140 It is’ not pﬁrmlssﬂ)le to dﬂate at ]enmth on the charactermtlcs, customs and

Assamese Muhammadans has been the growma ‘objection” to admit the existence - ot‘ origins of our h111 tribes, since it has been  ruled that

any institution resembling the Hindu caste-system ‘When questloned as to their H“' and, frontler ’a“'es,

“caste, race or tribe many answered either ¢none’ or ‘Musalman yand’ we had no o tnre of the present census. Moreovel, we have in Assam a -series ‘of - monographs
alternat1 ve but to tabulate them as unspemﬁed > The'second reason for increase in . , (pubhshed under Government instructions) which: are.likely to stand for many years,

the group was the abandonment by many of their tltle of Sheikh asa protest acralnst' S sy . as.authorities. on:their sub]ects The series has received
1t5 assumption by Mahlmals, J\(warch1s and Jolghas.. . - SR o Themﬁggels S geveral additionsin the last ten years. Ih give in- the -
S . iy w {. .

Nagarehis, Muhammadan drummels, numbered only 3, oOO in 1911 and even % Naga Tribes of Manipur.. margin a list of the volumes in order of their dates of

5 Kacharls. -~ appearance, Notes on other tribes such as the Lalungs

_kless were returned at this census, as many called themselves Shelkhs _ G ; : : ‘ ;_(%:2?51 Kukl Clans , and Rabhas W]ll bo found. in. previous census reports, ,
. Sheikhs (2, 066) have 1ncreased by well over a- qual‘ter of a nnlhon in the Calle g :gngaml\;a‘\'ggsgas ~in pmtwulm, -thie 1891 report contains a stors of informa-
decade. . The causes are (1) natural growth of the old population : 1it should ‘be mnoted - 'Z, Lﬁ?&;’ Nagas. tion on various tribes and sub-tribes whose numbers in the

that the Sylhet. Mubhammadans, mainly Sheikhs, have increased while their Hindw
brothers of the district. have stood. still ; (2) 1mrn10‘rat10n to the Brahmaputra Valley . 16 the' txib Jive in well
- E : ribes live i

ff‘fﬁ?mf ssggrzlglegg;%l bef((i)ead(_)p tpn Of She1kh as a name by Malumals and others L hngéi?sll;r?d cgn(htions of life or habits revealed by the census have been dlscusscl

. " Most of the Ma,mpum Musahnans 1eturned themsnlves as Shelkh and not &S.: " in dealing- with those fa{rzgas mf&e;}pte&{)éﬁ%ﬂsel g:jo;gemM subJects soncernad fn
- Manipuri by race. They have shared in the general prosperity of the Ma.mpul Vallev,,. ‘the: other chapters 0 1S rep

provmce are too small to allow of separate notes in cvery report.

and their number in the State is now- 16; 500 against 18,500 ten years ago. There B referred to in paravraph 137 above. . -~ ; b o
are some Musalmans among the Manipuris, settled in Ca.char and Sylhet. - These - also o A representatlon was received from the head of the Dxengdoh dc Jnn {?s g% or
were entered as Sheikhs and we have no separate record of their number; in 1891, B the inclusion of all Syntengs, Lynngams, Bhots, ete., in the Khasi and Jain md 1_Ws as ..
over 7,000 Manlpurl Musa.lmans were récorded in the Snrma Valley FEUR “Khasis: | This was receivel - too Tate for any action to be ftlz;.ken, S);) D'C(zn;’:e :nlmll ars

The other functional groups-of Muhammadans such as HaJ]am, Dhumy& Lal- i have been shown separately and thn others have not,as their number

‘ be01, were too small in number for separate record at thls census. 7 R ; ST T I v e . bw Pamgra,ph 31 of Assam Census Report, AOIL,t e

139 In Suhs1d1a1y Table III are . shown -the vauatlons of certaln mdl"enous A% e
O “castes and ‘races of the ﬁve upper: ‘districts” of .the Brah- LT
' - mapuira Valley These’ are ‘nearly the same castes as

+a group of typical castes and tribes and. assuming, as was done . in 1901 and 1911, -

- ethno! ovwal studies are not to form any. prominent fea-

-definel areas, ‘and changes in thelr numbers, ,.

the Kachaus have been_

SRR
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At the mstance of Mr Hutton, Honorary Dn'ector of L‘thnovraphv in Assam,

certaln information - was collected . at”’ the censu§ tlme -about tribes” of - .which we have

little of recent date on record.” Summa.nes of the notes which various officers’ were_

kind enoucrh to prepare on the Khamtis, Smcrphos Abors, Mms, Mlshmls, Akag and

Daflas are. printed at the end of this report as Appendlx ‘B. 'Some extracts from a

baper. by Mr. Hutton himself on the connection of different Naga tribes, then' origin
- and cerfain - of their customs, are also added in Appendlx O Wlth a note on the
, dlsposal of the dead in Appendix D.

141 The punmpal chstes and races found on: te'm gardens are tabulated in Pro—_

‘vincial Table X. Those su.pplyma

.o C 5
‘ A raste on tea gardens. |- -over 10,000 are noteéd in the mar-
~ HIndus and Animists [000’s omitted ;- | sin, Wlth the numbers actually
il ; , | -enumerated on the gardens shown
Caste. l'192’1. 1911, l Caste. / i21.[1o11,] 1n round thousands, for 1911 and.
— U IR S 1921, ‘The - large - increases of
Abir . - 5] Kurmi o 714‘ " 12| Mundas and Tantis are nouceable.
. R ) n . ap
Bt | 53| S8)Munda o) 78 eS| Wheso and ofher figares of cdstes
Bhuva .| g8 44 Oraon. = |oJel a2t mob shown' indicate the spredomi-
‘Chamar . 57 37 (unspecmed) . nance in. the decade of  Chota
o -Pan ) ] 234 B
CGhamT AR $an§1a‘ N gg Nao'pur, Bihar. and 'Orissa - as
| Goalas cnl 2 e Ti?l , | 89| 31| recruiting grounds for galden,
L Kamar _3’0 ‘24 o 2 . ‘labourers . : ’ L

The Bhu1ya., Bhun:u], Dom, GhaSIKGond Kamar Munda, Olaon, and Tantlk

~ castesare found- mostly in the Brahmaputra. Valley ; the AhlI'S, Bhars; Chamars, and’

Musaliars in the Surma Valle The of
i el o fbe o va,lleys y- e .0 her castes in the, hst:‘a,re m(ne evenly

: Musalmans form only’2 per cent: oE the tea’ arden 0 '
pulatlon and many of t ”
are not recraited coolies but contract workers. hvu%o' in Aspsa,m dlstrlots Mos{ c?f tllllgxsxf
returned themselves as Sheikhs, some ‘merely as Musa.lmans '

» 142, The statistics of Luropeans and Anglo-Indians by uoe and sex are gwen in-
" mmpeans and Anglo- Indlans, * Tmperial Table: XVI. "The numbers for the province as
~.a'whole have cha.no'ed little since the last census, although

~in mdwldual dlstucts there are variations. Ad.dlngI the few, Armenians to ‘ European
~;a,nd Adilied Races * we. have now a total for this categor y, of 2,768 ; in 1911 the nur}r)lber
was 2, 730.. The Anglo- Indlans have moreased on}y from’ 4'75 to 491 in the ten - years;:

 There is doubtless some maccurary in the returas, As always a,. certain number ‘

of Anglo-Indians are prone to deseribe themselves by *he race of one of themEuropea.n

Inoo'emtors, more or less remote, and some illegitimate children . of European fathers

probably-go down under the caste or race names of their mothers.” " We ha

£ ave no mean
of estimating such. inaccuracies. But the. domiciled’’ community. problem s noi‘
- Important -in Assam. The Europeans are. all Government officials, tea- planfers,

missionaries or-persons. engaged in commerce and 1ndust1y 'The Aunglo-Indians also - :

- are engaged generally in Government or ‘companies’ service or on the. 1allways “and !
3

we have no submelged porblon of the eommumty such as is found in the great”

cmes 7 ‘
The followmv table shows the dlstmbutlon 1n dlstrmts fo, R

» .

Dzstncts contammg Europeans and dnylo-(na’zans num&enng—

u‘.ﬂgw B "" wo | ﬂO-soo ; L s, o00-rt0. -
cflipare D Mewigur © S Nowgosg Cochar /| Dakhimpue,
" Guro e ‘»'n‘i v’\aga Hxlls . = Kam}uu W .,Silh‘;t = E ‘Khasi and Jamtm.
| Sadiya . ‘ R IR : Hﬂls .
Lushzu Hxlls" ) Dérrang‘ ’ ‘Sihsaga’r R ! ) 1 . " i i -
. ‘Gd%llpaiai et o . S -

' There is nothing’ specnl to be notged in .the a‘e fi‘ ures in the e
. : ge fig ¢ Table. Th g
llloulps have been deswned for both sections to give certa.m information requusd abe
the hhta.ry Department wlnle for Ann-lo-Indla.ns the groups adopted for- the genelaI

“leads to m’crloues among the brothers and consequent dlssolu’mon of a,nthomtv -

;‘,

- popula.tlon have also been shown, in accorda,nce W1th the wish of the Samt:u'y Depart- |

“ment. . As might be expected for persons who are for the most part but sojourners in
~.theland, the European males nuinber  double of the females, and: children are few
compa,red with the adults, because they are sent to Europe or to:other parts: of  India
 for - education. With ‘Arglo-Indians the. proportions of th'e sexes- approach more
_closely and children aré in “reasonable numbers. The total numbers are 0 small
-~ however, for any deductlons to be mlde as to. varmblon in age dxstnbutlon and as to
feltlhty S . S :

«148 I have recelved communlcatlons flom sevezal comespondents as to the
' ~trend of ‘the caste system and the ‘influence on it of .
“modern thought. The general conclusion-is that culture
“and wealth’ are the only ladders by which the’ castes on the gronad floor may hope :to
“ climb to an upper stirey ; and when they have climbed they do not attain to- religious
equahty or to commensality, -Their-promotion is restvicted to their being ‘allowed to
~sit-down in presence of the exalted ones and to converse -with them. ‘l‘lns of course
epphes also to members of other religions when mixing with Hindus. ‘The difference

Ghanges in soclal structure

1s that the Mnhammadan or Christian will be at ease and will behave and be treated 4

‘asan ‘equal. in conversation with his Hindu friends; while the Hindu of - lower - caste,
even when hwhly educated, will still be in a snbconsolous state of s1ttmv 08 the edn'e‘ %

| o‘f the chair in presence of a man of higher casfe.

' Signs of changein the practices of endogamy, exogatiy, and hypernamy can hardly A
be noticed among the Hindu castes, and ouly ‘isolated cases of departure from previous’

practlcehave been brought to notice. A. erter has stated that caste. tribunals in- - = -

- India are losing their.value, and that theit edicts "of excommunication are -treated

mth contempt inisome castes,. the excommunica ted pB!‘aOIlS and. then frlends fozmmo" o

a sepa.rate sub- sectmn £ , el
“The ecriticism ‘hmdly apphes to Assam as yet In some p‘a,ces the power of
excommunmatlon asia weapon has been demonstrated and revived by the non-co-opera-

-+ tion ‘movement as & punishment. not_ for breaking caste. laws, but for. dlsa,cueement

from the political views. of a ma;]onty or of & dominant and clamant mmomty
~No: tendency to the formation of mew: castes - by separation - of . funcblonal

“’sub castes is visible. Rather is there a general tightening up of the caste bond within
. the ranks of each of the lower-placed . castes, manifesting itself in the adoption of new
. names and a general desire fo appear as cultivators 1a,ther than as followers of any
- of. the other traditional pursuits. ~These remarks, of courss, do not; apply to the
-k nnorthodox and the more nnselfish of the educated classes,

- ~Among . Animist tribes conversion to Hinduism as in prevxone vea,rs ;reeults in-the

iglvmv up of some old. pra.ctmes gnd the retfumno' of -others. Kachams who enlist in
- the Assam Rifles’ or Armed Reserve Police n‘xtmallv find it ‘1improves their status

~ with - their fellow sepoys—-—largely’ Gurhhas—-—to be Hindus. They -often abandon old
a pra.ctmes such’as the .eating of pig’s flesh and drmkmﬂ' of beer, but not others.

The eﬁect of conversions to Chmstlamty has been, in some. cases, to. 1eaot on: the

“‘pohty as well on the individual. . And this reaction is not always for the- better. For
instance among the Ao N auas, ‘where the . education of girlsis carried on “by the
~ American Baphst Mission, the " conservative: members ‘of the tribe complain that an
- educated girl will not WOLL. in the fields and thai consequent idling in the village has -
* increased 1mm013,11ty Again, Mr. Mills, Subdivisional Officer of Mokokchun 1epo1ts o
* .. that the Mission teaohmﬂ's tend to undermine  the structure of the tribe. - Bach Ao
village is. ooverned by a councﬂ of elders, some of whose.functions are: rehgxous, and
: f'Ghnstlans often refuse to sexve on the. councxls In tlme the tube may thus be left . -

1 mﬁhout a proper social organization.

.-Among the Semas other causes are tendmtr a,o'ams(; the COh(‘blOn of the vﬂlan-e and
the authouty of the chief. These causes are the cessation of warfare and the ahnex-

- ation of a large area since the last census: - The former cause detracts fxom the ‘chiefs’-
 authority, which' was formerly necessary for purposes of defence. The latter causo

limits the opportunities of chiefs’sons to migrate and found separate villages, and thus

JO# M, Subraya Kumath;TBe Census of Indis, 1914, -138.

£
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 CHAPTER XTI,

(i} The occupations of the jgeoﬁle;

Ald.-’&; ‘In poinf"ofi.practit:al interesﬁ parhaps ‘the most useﬁul iﬁformaﬁion callected

Soope of enquiry. - at the census is-thaf relating to the means- of subsistence.

subordinates ‘deputed for the work. Parts .of the sequent reports have been. used

in- the- earlier chapters of this volume and some parts 1' have brought-into- the

present chapter.: -A. later decision communicated by the Census Commissioner laid

~down the instruction that, as most of the subjects of this nature had been dealt with .

- by experts and other workers able to ’éomnixan'd fuller and more accurate information
than itwas possible for the Census to\obtain, our aim should be to deal with the

personnel and man power of the various industries and occupations rather than to.:
.. embody in the census reports sketchy and incomplete notes on subjects. treated: mote
- elaborately by experts elsewhere. In economie enquiry however little work: appears -

. to have been done in Assam’hitherto, and I have therefore considered that it will be

of some value to make use of the store of information collected by the District Officers ”
“and to analyse parts of it, as far as space and time allow, so. that something will
- -remain on record for. comparison" and serve:if necessary as.a basis.for. more
claborate enquiries. The information in the reports bearing on tea coolies’ family .

budgets has already been uséd by the recent Labour Enquiry - Committee, which also -

enquirad generally into labour conditions on the gardens : it will thus only be'necessary ;'
“for me to touch shortly on tea-garden labour, for purposes. of comparison with the '

- economic conditions outside the gardens..

145.!’.1‘119‘ statistics of the occupations and industries

: Statistical tables. - : 1,11‘ the. fpllpwlng ta'b]'es—

[ XVIL—Which fs° divided: into two parts
o - Part"A— a provincial spmmary, show- !

- .of ‘dependants for both sexes, and Part !
‘ ‘B—similar details for each distriet. -7 vi;
XVIII.—Subsidiary occupations of agriculturists. -

- Imperial Tables 4.4 "X X.—Occupation by religion. .. = 1
Ca T * ' XXL—Oc¢upation by selected- castes, tribes: and -
. co.ocoraces. .t T Tl
5 R -} XXIL—In'ustrial - Statistics,. in four ' parts: -
R establishments, distribution by distriets;” -
S classification  hy. class - of owner - or
L L manager and details of power used, -
: C o IlI.—OclquEations of persons literate in' Bhg~ -
N : < v olish, - Ty el
Provincial Tables = . - v..d . Vi—Cottage industries '/(numbe‘r of Si)inniri; 5
R . - L‘ , wheels, . handlooms, | bIacksmithie; '
- brass-smithies, dairies, ete.).- -

' Table XIX of the Tmperial series (mixe
for Assam. S R

-

£

 There are eight subsidiary occupational tables at the end . of ’tliié:-éliapfer; Of
these the first six show proportional or actual figures,in abbreviated form, derived -
from the Imperial Tables, No. VII' compares statistics for the last thiee censuses in = °

selected cases and-No. VIII gives patticulars of railway and postal.and telegraph -

employees, derived from special- retuips submitted by the departments.. Subsidiary .
d are.prepared from Imperial Table XXII,

'~ Tables IX to XIII relate to industries a

St geyvicer or  wrid , _ o
"““or in. a coal.niine, or jute factory, or cotton mill or lac factory, or>earth-work, ete. In’the case of
- agriculture distinguish between persons who receive rent and those’ who pay rent.. Ifa person makes -
" the articles he sells he should be entered as *“ maker and seller ”” of them: -Women and children who’
- work at_any occupation which helps to auzment the family income must be entered in column 9 “under -
"+ 'that occupation and not in column’ 1I.. Column 9 will be blank for dependants. - T
" 'This was supplemented by more detailed and locally applicable directions in- the.
" "“Supervisors’ books of ‘insitruction: and»in. the Census Code, but greaf trouble was
_experienced nevertheless in large classes ofientry as well as-in individual cases.: For-
‘" “instance; in- common  language ‘persons may be called  servants, labourers, -clerks, -
- ‘traders and so forth, but for the census greater detail is needed ; and ‘it is difficult to
~.impress this on the enumerators and the pablic.. The usual meéaning of some verna-
- V.culat terms also varies in different  localities. . By constant supervision and checle cof
- enumerators’ work. however, and by classification of the vague entries in‘the abstrac-
* tion offices (by comparison of the other entries for the person- or-by reference back o -
v the distriet) it~ has been possible toreduce the number under order 53 ~Insufficiently
" .described occupations -from 98,000 in' 1911 to 46,000 at the  present. census. The.-
“ ;- ‘number of labourers whose kind of labour-is unknown is only about 7,600 ; but the = " =
. contractors ‘and business men (15,000) and- clerks, cashiers andshop ‘employees - .
+insafficiently described (20,000) are inconveniently numerous. Again, there ave special - -
- -difficulties in making the ‘record of -agricultural occupations, for it is necessary- to’
./ distinguish landlords from agénts or managers and from actusl cultivators, and these
. again from farm servants’and field labourers. ~All these -classes overlap, ‘and ‘the =
‘" Qistinction of landlords, living on reat, from ordinary cvltivators is sometimes difficalt”
“ in parts where the settlement is permancnt ‘but “holdings “ave ' small, e.g., in Sylhet.
- For Table. X VIII the  headings prescribed by the Government of “India mada it
- necessary to distinguish three’ main classes of agriculturists —rent-receivers, rent-
* payers, and farm servants .or field Jabourers.  This gave rise -to greit trouble: af

XU e of the people and the different kinds of industry. It was
" contemplated at tbe time of this census that a wide scope should be given to - -
the disoussion of subjects connected with the industrial and economie conditions of.
‘the country and the people. “Accordingly special enquiries, additional to the ordinary -
census and on a somewhat extensive scale, were made by District Officers and -their

of the people 'are; con,t,a;ihe(i:, ;

~ing details for .British territory and
.. Manipur State of all workers by gex and .

d ocoupations) has not been éomp‘iléc{ﬂ

- CENSUS'QUESITONS AND "ACCURACY. . -

146. Thicte ave special difficulties in eliciting compléte and accurate information

- instruction to the enumerators-was:— -

_C"olumh‘Q'(Pri‘ncz:palyoécupzit?’r;o;p of actual workers).~Enter the principal means of livelihood ‘of -
. all persons who actually do work or carry on - business, whether personally or by -means of servants,
+ “or:who live -on house-rent, pension, etc.. - Knter the exact occupation and dvoid vague terms such as

2 ¢ 41

writing ** or ¢ labour#; - For example, it the case’of Iabour, -say whether in the fields, -

" ‘enumeration time, since a cultivator holding directly under the Goyernm:nt natu rally
. could ‘not see why his land-revenue pryment should be regarded as reuf. - ‘The use of’
 'the term' rent-payer was considered at'the'time-to be the best method ‘of separating
I the numbers of those" who actually hold and cultivate from those on’ the one hand
~ ‘who meraly live on rent and from those on the other who are ‘merely hirved workers.

- on the land. In’the Administrative Report, in agrecment with mosé District Officers,

T havé recommended that at the next census other definitiony -or nomenclature should” .
~;be adopted for the various classes of agriculturists. e e

. Whatever words are used, however, I fear that there will always be confusion:

« . |

' and we can only say that the total of sub-order /1 (a)—ordinary*cultivation—incluling
" all the groups mentioned above, makes any approach -to accuracy : the totals of iits =
- jsubdivisions are certainly doubtful o T ST A

" Amnother source of difficulty was the ‘entry for women an1 children who work and
“: augment the family income ; the supplementary’ instruction about this was: that if =
°. they worked regularly they should be pnt down .1n,,.(;he‘«.wor¥:ers",column-,; ‘but if only
" " occasionally, as dependants.. It is obvious that for estimation of the regularity of the -
"work of small boys acting as cowherds or wives helping - their husbands in cultivation
“ or in selling articles, we are dependent ultimately on thelintelligence of the enumerator, .
- although aided in many cases by the advice and supervision of the higher staff. The
. error from this cause cannot be estimated, and in any case is mnof .serious,: for. those}

" antered as actual workers certainly do some work, however little.. ...

.~ Tha social-betterment factor enters also into the record of octupation, as 'iﬁ -does- -
““jnto bhose of relizion, caste and language : the general tendency to adopt- agriculture.
““as a motre respectable oceupation than the actual principal one is reflected by a beavy

fall in the mumber. of fishermen and boatmen. Partly from -this causc also the .

_number of weavers has fallen, not because weaving is- disreputable but because it is

associated in cevtain cases as-a traditional occupation with a caste-name which is sought ‘

" to be discarded: for instance Hindu professional weavers have ‘always been knowr -
“in _certain districts ‘as Jugis and this caste has now adopted the name Yogi. It
" oultivation is returned instead of weaving as the occupation, it will probably seem .
" to many that the transformation is more ‘complete. - The same applies to many. fisher-

- cansus questions and acoura~ . ‘Tegarding occupation and ‘meauns. of “subsistence. - The .. -



£ ‘most important of the secondary occupations of the worker and whether it is. remuvn‘-f_;

. - doubtful and not commensuraty with the labour involved in the ;éol,ler_ctiog‘»an@::gq'mf,‘,f,’.,

o . the-person who supports them. = This:colamn wiil be biznk for actual workers,

en who work at agri-
~“cultural or other kinds of labour for the greater part of their subsistence are: inclined:
-to grasp at respectability by returning themselves ‘as ordinary .cultivators even i
they hold only a small vegetable patch atfached to thehomestead, -.-7: - - r-

", 'men who have changed their casto names.  Morezver many men. who work at-

' The greatest inaccuracy of all' appears probably in the !'1'_6.6‘61'(‘17 of..’subéidiar}fi
_otcupation, column 10 of the general scheduls, for‘thj%is least "liable - to. check by -
1 the : ’ ly which of several is-the

" the higher staff an1 the enumerator. has to judge posst

erative or productive enough to be regarded as a census ;Qpc;upa;tipn atall, - .
" The instruction for this colamn was as followg s—~ . .~ B

 Column 10 (Subsidiary occupation of actual workers).—Enter here any occupation which actual . -
workers ‘pursue at any time of the yesr in' addition to their principal occupation: - Thus -if a_person . .

. lives principally by his earnings as a boatman, bat partly also. by fishing, the  word * boatman” wln;- '

. be entered in column'9 and * fisherman ” in column 10.  If an actual worker has'no ‘additional oceupa

* tion, the column will be left blank, This column will be' blank for dependants. = - - Al

The entry of subsidiary oceupation enables us to follow to some extent the /move--
- mient of those who are abandoning, or showing themselves as having .abandoqed;;‘;,
their traditional occupation for cultivation,” but on” the whole its utility appears. ' -

- pilationof the statisfies. -~~~ - 7 . o e X

~Finally, column 11 (for dependants) cansed a certain amount of
directions to enumerators were clear:— | = oot e
© Columi 11 (Means of subsistence of" debenk?dn)s);f—For~,phi]aren' and ‘women and old or infirm:
‘persons who do not work either personally or by means of sarvants, eater the -pringipal .occupation of S

t;ouble ‘: ; The

R

: N s ER B - oAy

- .. The.objectof the entry is olear : to obtain the number of persons supported-by -
- each occupation, apart fromr the workers. But many blanks, entries: of the :word.
‘dependant’ and of the relationship to the supporter were found. - A certain number 7/
of Huropeans, too lazy to read the instructions on their household 'schedules, were. o

. offenders in this respect. - Such eatries were corrected either: -at inspection of the draft '
schedules before the final enumeration' or at compilation by reference to: the other =

- entries for the house: in the original papers. = - e T s T R
- A few comic eniries as usual graced: the schedules. # Drinks its .mother's milk”’
~*plays in the mud’, “thriving’, occurred again, generally entered"in 'the column for
actual workers’ principal occupation. One tea-plarter “put-down _his -occupation “as’
bridge-playing: him the abstraction-office were’ inclined to- v-;tabulaf:e as. an- engineer, ©
Presumably because they thought he  was playing at n."buildmg; bridges. A .touph:, i)f,;’f‘

- pathos was added by an.American visitor who described his-calling -as:‘unhappily. none o
 Whether he was actually out of work was nolydiscovered ; in the census he -has merely- .
swelled the ranks of the ¢ insufficiently described.’ .~ . . oo oAt

~ On the whole, subject to the remarks I have made-above about the  cultivating '
groups and fishermen, *hoatmen, : weavers "-_and_ cne or fwo minor, groups, Ilib@lif‘-?;ef*?
that the constant  supervision in the districts and the care takenin classification at' -
 the Central Office at Gauhati has resulted in a. fairly accurate set of sstatistics. ./
The industrial census was taken separately from: the main-census ; I have noted as -

to: the accuracy of its results,infpa-rz_lgraph‘ 169 below. - = oo L he
- 147. The system of classification adopted is that drawn up by M. Bewtillon and .

' ' ' * recommended . by the: International Statistical Institute, -
Rty - .- but modified for India :as” at’the last -census.and swith
a few further changes made to provide for present conditions. Occupations-are divided -
into four- main classes and -these into twelve sub-classes. These -are .the same-as .

. _Classlfication. -

~those-of 1911. T reproduce them here for reference.
Sl " Class.: T T

{, - L—Exploitation of animals-and vegetation.®
. 1l.—Exploitation of minerals, = =~ .. ¢
!;III.-_,Iudustry.f R '
IV.—Transport.. . @
L Ve=Trade”
o o e " 'VI.—~Public ‘force. S
C.—Pablic'administration-and liberal arts :,.- 4 - 'VIL~Public'Administration.
S R ~. 'L VIIL.—Professions .and -liberal -arts:
o IX.—~Personsliving on their incomes
oo Xe=—Domestic service, - i
oo e 4 XL~~Tnsufficiently described oceupations.
e U XTL—~Unproduetive, o e

A —Production of raw materials ...

t B.—Preparation and supply of. material
- substances. I o

: L <

D.Fﬂiiswilanéoﬁs, L

L I T L PR IR SO

" ‘which do’

he sub-classes are divided into 58 orders..

ade
unproductive industries,’ whichdid not appear af the first census. =~ R
‘The '56 orders- are subdivided into .191 groups. The number of  groups has

2 “j_f:Be_enfinic’i‘eased'by 22 from the nymber of 1911.." This is due to the expansion of certain.
~.of the old groups so as  to show-in’ detail important categories. which were previously

: Cmei;ied‘(suc}l as different kinds of textile workers, mechanical transport drivers, - |
'+ beggars, prostitutes), and to the correction of imperfect - classification. CARTah

5 The 101 groups are standardized for Tndia.

E Y : groups. are stand: ‘ ... For Assam’ we have made afew -
further subdivisions to show occupations of local interest, e.g., tea, limestone quarries, -

= ‘Sz'{a"lpatz':‘tnla,}{ing;.;rearing:‘of' different kinds of silkworm. These sub-groups have - “
-~ been shown in the main ‘tables . under their original orders but with 'distinguishing
- letfers after them in brackets. -~ - T o e

. The ,o,rdéi's : m‘a;y,b'e*'See'n"in"Su‘béidiary Table T but for deta.ilsibf ':;uf the groups

_‘Vr:'gférépce must be made :_tcl),vthve original table (Iwperial XVIL)., -

3

S In the preceding pa.ré{graiﬂ_i ‘I have noted some of the difficulties oceurring in

. the occupation record at enumeration.

o

-entered for description ‘of ‘doubiful and disputed occupations,-the processes  of sort-
. Ing and compilation presented further 'difficulties. In some cases double entries
- -such as ‘ eré and cotton weaver”, ¢ jute and lac . seller’, were found :in such cases

- the first entry was taken to be that of the ‘principal occupation. The detailed and

- doubtful entries - had 'to 'be assigned to standard ‘groups.

‘agticultural entrigs we had lLists of the ‘vernacular terms in common use in each- dis-

. triet. : Even so, the = categories of . farm servants and field labourers are confused in

‘many cases ;-the value of the distinction (which was not made.at the last census) = .
. 'Is doubtinl; especially:in view of the inaccuracy. - Much care was also.needed in the :

. classification, of public servants and professional men. Separate groups are preseribed

~. for the various specialists together with their subordinates, while thers is ‘a general o
* group (161) for all servants of the State engaged in ordinary administrative duties -
~and-another_ group for illage officials. ~Thus a Goverior, a magistrate, a- clerk or a

‘chaprasi employed in a district officer’s establishment, has to be entered in this group, -

- while a forest officer, his clerks and 'gunards, etc., come under “ pasture and agriculture’,
~land: an - enginéer anda dootor again under - different - groups, - even if they are
- serving Government. = Again mandals were classified, ‘as in 1911, as village officials, .
- following the -practicefor patwaris in Tpper India, but kanungoes were put down under =
- agriculture as * ageuts or managers of landed estates” ©~ T T

" Allclassification wasdone under the direct supervision of the Deputy Superintend-.

.~ ,ent at. the Gauhati Central- office, with the help of the general index supplied by

- -the :Census Commissioner, supplemented by local -instructions and the vernacular lists.
~used at last census. = Group numbers were assigned only 'by the Chief Inspector or. -

the Deputy Superintendent, and the Provincial Superintendent’s orders were taken’

 in all- cases of doubt. - Itis evident that to obtain’ even fairly accurate figures for
- "our main - oceupation table (XVII), which runs into<135 pages, very careful consi--

~“'deration of rulings as.to terms and very close scrutiny of the sortérs’ tickets and -

- compilation registers werc-necessary on:the-part of ‘those responsible.. In the end,

~ thenumber of -doubtful cases was reduced to a minimum and the final .classification, . = = =

which: represents the normal functional - distribution: in the province; -is, T believe, .

- reasonahly "acourate in its main characteristies. .

~ -148. Ta spite of thelarge number of occupations tabulated, most of them are'

* . Occupatlonal-distribution—ge.

followed by very small proportions of the people.” Nearly -
... 89 per cent.of the whole ‘population are ‘supported by -

some form: of agricultural or pastoral pursuit,- more than

Sneral. st

; three-fourthsbemg returned as ordinary cultivators.

-, The.ordinary -rectangular or linear diagramns in which it has. been customary to

. display-the -proportions -inthe-main- classes and sub-classes-convey.little to the reader S

on-account -of the minute space-falling to each -other sub-class when compared with -

‘agriculture in Assam. I -have théréforq given in diagram No. 11 the numbers .
- supported by .only:n few of -the main heads of occupation, ‘These .correspond, though =~ =
- notexactly, with the -standaxd -classification : .ordinary cultivation, tea and -fishing L

_ ‘ . d into Only slight alterations have been = -
from the orders of 1911 to admit of new heads transport by air * and * air forcs,’
not .at - present- affect Assam, and to -find room for ’f‘{,'Oﬂ_lleP.":unCLaSSiﬁéd' i

| 1. Although “many of these were surmounted -
“ by the serutiny. of superior officers and by -allowing a ‘good deal of detail to be

For the classification of
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cover most of class A the next two 1tems are classes B and 0 whﬂe others

includes. class D (mlseellaneous cceupatxons) -tnd a small part of class .A. (mmes,

pastule, fo1estry) | SR s

©4D0D e

-
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Althouvh tea and {he tea 1ndust1y sprmg to the min d at once When Assam is menl-_‘
ionél, it will be noticed that tea is really the support of only a little more than: '
“one-seventh of the number dependent on ord1na1 y aomculture, although ahead of all =

; o other occupatlons 1in the p10v1nce :
" Pishing is recorded as the punc1pal means’ of support of less’ than 1 per cent ;

of the people but owmg to soclal and caste movements this ﬁgure is lowe1 than the'i;.

_ actual L o

- The 68 pe1 mllle of the next class is. d1v1ded 1oughly into 24 under mdustry»lf‘.,

10 under transport and 34 pér.mille under trade of all kinds.” The chief item under the.
_artsand professions is religion, where priesthood and similar callings account for nearly:. .~
half the total ; thisis followed by public instruction, public force - and admnustxatmn e

- which in the dm gram have been included with the professions. - :
Under ¢ public force * there isa decrease in"the actual as well as in the propo1 tlona

, ﬁ“‘m‘eS, for the increase in m1htary police (Assam’ Rifles) by no ‘means makes up - forj”f ,
‘ the decrease under ‘ Army’ due to.removal of regular Fegiments from the " province. . -
A certain number of chaukidars or village watchmen’ descmbed themselves as, cult1-._'jl; =

“vators, thus making a further deficit in- the public force head. S

Medicine accounts for only 16 and law for less than one per m]lle of the popula-
: tlon although these headings 1nclude all sorts of medlcal plaetloners, compounders,r L

dressels clelks and servants

7 In the 31 per ‘mille of ¢ others We have 21 under m1scellaneous 9- engaged in.
forestry, pasture and spesial agricultme other than- tea, and only about 1 3 pel mﬂlc-} T

\‘ 7 ‘suppmted by coal-rmmng and oil and limestone’extraction.

o Ttis mterestmg to note from vameml Table III the oecupatmns of thosefiift '
literatoin English: of some 46,400 actual  workers, nearly 99 per-cent, are_males.”

Class T accounts for 21: 000, of whom more than half are’ ordmalv cnltivators ; over

12,000 are engaged in. pubhc administration. and - professmns, class III and only.%:i"_j

© 8,000 fall under class 11, trade, industry and transport T

149, In 1911, 44 per cent. of the populatlm of the | provmce were aclual Workers e

Proportlons of workers and = L1€ number has risen in 1921 and we “find that 46 per‘;,

: cent. aré now recorded as actual workers and- 54 per. cent.,

as dependants This does not appear to be .due to: any tendency ‘to’ impress “more
women and children into labour to augment the family i income, but to'better ‘enumera-’
tion in the Naga Hills and Manipur. “Women who work in the fields have been - much:’
" more carefully entered in these twvo disiricts, and the result is that.the Hills proportmn:t
cofw orhels to dependants has been 1eve1sed at the present census and “the- provmemlf

dependants

PROPOMIONSOFWORREBMND:DEPENDANTs e

proportmnfxs aISO af‘fected Detalls off the p:oportmns are shown hy dlstmctsn in: Sub51-
“diary Table:11I and the follon 1ng tahle summanses the ﬁo'ures for the provmce and i
hef '-natural d1v1s1ons : PR e ,

g , tlonwg : "
B -—-—'f Lo 7 - Agrieu}ture Indlt;sgtrg] l(:‘xgt)nd %?zxﬁer;%eggggﬁ. .quf.é,és,iélls’ ’jrof.lle'gé. ;
1 X . S = :) @ ‘ : 3‘ ;‘,,43’}: ) -5 - ,." , 6. v':‘
> BE By s e, L o4
B I SR R . Coe U R T -
0804 88 . 44 - Gl .0 85
65| ’so‘ sl es)

Lf It mll be not1ced that the Hllls dunsmn shows the lea,st and the Surma Valley;

is:much more. generally a‘helper in’ cultivation work then 1 1s the woman ofr the Surma
qualley Moreover the greater number of tea gardens' in'*the. Brahmaputla Valleyv-‘f
“makes for a greater proportron of women ‘and’ children - workers:. The propmh,on;'
«of dependants to workers in. Godlpara aud Kammp, however, approaches much more’
“closely to that ot ‘the- Surma Valley than is’ the case fo' the cent1al and’ upper"' o

jdlstrlcts of the Assam Valley
e 5 (w) Agrwulture mm’ ammals

- 150 It has been remalked by various wr1ters from time" to tlme that althouO'h‘t
© - industrial: developmeut is needed ' in' ' India, our: Ley
: " industry, which above' all “others cannot be! neglected; - i§’
amrleulture Our statistics show that the population depending - on ' ao'rlculture is an‘
- gver-increasing. one:: “The numbet supported by ordinary - cultivation in Assam has' -
- rlsen by more. tha.n thyée- ouarters of a million in the 10 years, the. proportlon being:
- now 761 per mille agalnst 764 in 1911, The i increase is due to natural growth - and to
‘the influx of cultivating immigrants, The inset statement shows the variations for 8
census veats of the chiof groups’ falling. under the sub-order, dependants and workels ‘
""‘.:’w'“ " Ordinary cultivation. - Population Support- v - being. combined. X haVe pmnted out’ m';" ‘
I e | efdt,(oq?sﬂomltted) pa1a0'raph 146:the d1fﬁcu1ty of d1st1ngu1sh-'~
L S e gﬁig_ll. | 1001,
B I P |
. I lncome from rent 107 137 ¢

lf, Ordlnary cultlvatlon o

ing' “the dlfferent classés of agucultuusts’

e fallmg unde1 the head of ozdlnary eulhva-'t -

dinary cultivators: .. | 5,826'| 5,093 ,4'-,“381 ) that ll f ures Of the Sul)(ll 1_
g 8;,-,: aservants and field |- 141} 85, = 9(2 tlon SO the g . v
1?b°urers SRR sions must be accepted with caution.

" 1h any case fhe d1st1nctlons are not important in Assam, where - nearly 96° per
cent of the 01d1na1y agu"ultural popualation caltivate” for themselves either dnectl_y '
undel Govemment ‘or as tenants: under zamindars.  The distinction of" cultivators .
S 1-a8° ,levenue-payers and rent- pavels was aoohshe.l at’ this. census undcr orders of
_the Local Government so that the progress’ of tenancy cannot be discussed. The class?,

of landless labourers is’ ‘small, and the'census figures show that there has not been any -

ndency .0f ojrners or- cuitivators to lose their  land to' creditors. and become
%d:fd l;:bcurerz For the increase of 56, 000" in the number of farm servants and field
lahourers is -aecounteJ. for i in great measure by the decrease’ (due to better class1ﬁeatron)
-of “ labourers unspecified *, who were retmned in consldemhle numbers in 1911,  Prob- -
’ ably a.certain number of caltivators, espemally in the” Surma Valley, have lost’ their T
holamos owmw to the bad fimes. 5
tenants or, mer¢ adhidars (bargadars’ or adhidars, as paying a pmduce rent,” have

~been classed as'ordinary” tenant-cultlvators)
in~ companson“mth -the’ whole .agricnltural - populatmn* And’ it is scarcelyl a ‘matter -

= obNamentation:that! thernumbeér of those:: who dive: prmclpally on the renp oE laml hasf:;‘-i‘~ S

decreased by over 20 per cent in, the decade

,hegreatest percentage of non-workers.: ‘The figures .only: confirm what is a - matter:
“of common knowledge : the average woman -of. the hills or the- B1ahmaputra Valley:

Some who owned their land’ have Tost it and become  :

The rnummbei of these  however'is small " o



= ~on the lands of others
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151 Inasmuch as: the cult1vators generally W 01k thelr ‘own land thele dsd

-most-districts no- regular class of farm servants or fielll.
agr‘c“‘t“"a‘ - Jabourers. Where extra help is needed by the cullivato
S -t is genelallv, obtained locally and is* ofa. very tempora1y
‘ nature, . as. s for mstonce when-it-is necessary to getthe "harvest reaped-as soon as possi
ble. In the Khasi Hills some 15,000.: aouou]t;uraJ labourers have been recorded, bu
probably many. of. these are .Nepalese who work at other thlngs as Well ag cultlvauon,ﬁ ,

Conditlons of
labour S

‘A few thousands’ of people in Lower Assam supplement their produce by workmg
In Goalpara wages are usually from™6 to'8 annas-a day, with:
< food, ahd the wages are generally paid in “cash. T Darrang men come from Kamrup fot
- field work in the cold weather and get from 10 to 12 annas a day. In Sibsagar when
~labour is needed men can be had for 5" annas and women for 4'annas a day, but thes
- are doubtless local people who do not wish to go-far from their homes.. In the Sa(hya,
. Frontier Tract Mishmis are employed at 12 annas a day ,for (,leauug ]anle from the -
plains villagers * lands.- Bight annas a day in.cash or its equivalent in kmd is the ratei‘ 'gj
prevallmg in the Garo. Hills and this does not vary with the season.: ' B

The Surma V allev has & certain number of people of the bhadralok o]ass who' oul_.
t1vate ‘their holdings or small home farms by hired labour.” ‘In Sylhet, there are about:
* 80,000 a.oncultmal labourers  (of whom only about 1,000 are recorded as regtﬂax farm.
serV'mts) “Wages vary according to {the ‘season. Some 4,000 labourers come,every
~ year to the Sunamgan] subdivision ;at the harvesting season from'the Bengal districts.”

- of Mymensingh, Dacca, Fzmdpur and Trppe b, and also” from other pa1ts of the Sylhet’
district. These live either in boats or -in their employers’ houses,” 'They are pand
_sometimes in-cash; from 12 annas fo 1 rupeea. day in April—May (spring. crops) and
‘ November—December (winter. rice -crop), but more -often they receive a part of the: .
crop—fmm 10 to 15 per cent,—as remuneération. <In the non-harvest months: from" 65
to 8 annas can be earned daily. Tu the Habiganj subdivision harvesters: also come: -
from the newhbouuno' Bengal’ districts ;. they "are paid ' either in cash from -8 annas’“_'
“to 1rupee a,day, orin kmd gcttmo' 2 bundles of’ pafldy out of -every 20 :reaped. . The-" .
local labourers -live either in their own homes or in their emplovers houses while' "

engaged in this work ;- the foreigners often live in boats: “When engaged as who]e-» :
time farm hands for. lonO’er erxods, the labourers get from 5 to 8 wpees a month as
“well as food apd at- harvest time " (both for jute and paddy cutting) ‘as much as*"
Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 monthly, mth food Mnleovel 1t 1s the custom for. whole-tlme men ‘
to be paxd in advance.

‘ 152 N eally 945 OOO persons or. 11 2 per cent. of the Assam populatlon are. sup-‘ir
: _ported by the growing of ‘special products About 97 per-.
o =cent. of these belong to tea gardens. - The: regular. tea-
‘ ga.rden labomo1s are foreigners.to Assam, - Their numbers and origin have aheady been ;:
discussed in Chapter IIT rinder ‘Immigration, and the conditions under which they
~ live and work have been dealt with - bv the Assam Labour Enquiry ‘Committee” of 3

.1921-22: it is not necessary to enter info any detail here on’ this _subject.” The tea” "

* garden population, of which: the Brahmaputra Valley: supports two-thirds -and “the:

“Surma Valley the other one-third, has grown by about 35. per cent. since 1911. ’Ihe

increase would appear greater still but that the 1921 census was taken at the txme of
reduction of the labour force owing to ‘depression in the tea mdustry 2 -

‘Tea.i

o In 1dd1t1on to their regular labourels tea oardens in all’ dlstucts get: oe1ta1n kmds

. of work done by outsiders. ~Ez-coolies settled near the gardens are genela.lly ‘availa- -
ble for -part of the year, while people of other districts and hillmen come in the cold -

- weather. -In Goalpara, numbers of labourers drift in from -the Duars and. Uppe1
Assam (but these often become rezular workers on the few tea estates of the dlstrmt), &
and Nepalis from Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling are employed in opening out land fornew
gardens. In Kamrup ]ooal Muhammadans and Hindus (Kahtas, Kew ats and Koches)
work at plouohmﬂ and building, while Kacharis, Rabhas and other Jribesmen. take :
up hoeing: In Nowgong and Darrang, ez-coolies and Kacharis—many of whom come

. from. Goalpam and Kamrup and live temporarily on the estates—do hoeifg, Junvle— =

- cutting and thatehlno : these are usually’-paid weekly.” On the Lakhimpur gardens, -
: Naoas conie down for jungle-cuntting, Mampuus make bricks, and many Nunias come

. rfrom Bihar for draining and earth Work rThese are housed free and pald on contlacf

~ they can earn from 8 to 8.annas each for a moderate day’s work. . s

. Men of Sylhet, enera.lly Muha.mmadans work at dra.\mno' trenchmo' and bulld-
‘ing. k 'Ihey also vmlt the Brahma,putra Valley ga1dens a.nd do thatchmg and bmldm X
- work. /

~~betel and areca nut growers.

ﬁgures -

[

153 N carly 28 000 persons hve by the' oultlvatlon of other specml produots
.- All but 8,000 of these were counted in the ‘Khasi and *
’ " ‘Jaintid Hills, where the orange groves and' potato cultiva-
.tion doubtless account for the gredter. number. - This group. mcludes fruit, . vegetable,
~The reason why the numbers are so small in all districts-
: except the Khasi and J aintis Hills is that in most cases the growers have been'
- recorded as. orcllnaly cultivators with the hetel or other _special produet as a subsidiary
cccupa.hon The orange gardens on the southern slopes of the Khasi Hills are generalty .

VOther s;)eclal products .

managed by local - Was, but at the plucking time, about J anua.lv, many Sylhef men

. come up to- work from’the adgommv parts of the plains.

J ute is olassed as an ordinary crop, and Sugar-cane "’10W1n°‘ is oener ally subsxdmry
to nce-growm S0 that persons oulmvatmfr them ao not swell . the specml ploducts

¥

- A few people a1e engag ed in 0‘1'0W1ng mdxoo in’ , the Vowgong drstrlct
© it Has been tried buit is not yet a principal occupa,tlon
the south of the Khasi Hills,” bu* this also is subsidiary.

154 Sub51d1a.1 'y Tables 1V and V refer to-subsidiary occupatlons Nemlv 29 per
N cdht. of landlords, 12'5 per “cent. of ordinary cultivators
a-gﬂculwﬂsts ‘ “and 8 per cent.. of agricultural labourers returned some

g : - subsidiary means of subswtence also. _The returns show a
grea.t vauety of entries. Many of them give merely a different form of agriculture
~ag the “second - occupatlon for instance many  landlords or rent-receivers are also
ordlna,rv cultivators or rent-payers and so are many of the field labourers. Trade and:
genera,l Jabour are the commonest, forms of secondary. oceupation, -As already
“explained, these reburns are of little  value : the entries receive the wminimom' of: /
¢ checking and. dle/dependent largely on the whim of the anumerator. The numbér of;
cultwatms owning to fishing and boating as-a second occupation is less than 31,000
agamst 84,000 at the last censts :. it scems therefore that those . fishermen who have
adopted cultlvatlon or returned, cultlvatlon as their occupation, have often suppressed -
the fishingior boatlng entry altogether ‘from both principal and subsidiary columns.

Agueulture was returned as a sub51d1a1y occupation - by .only ‘29 per mille of the

A little coﬂ’ee is’ glo‘rn on

occupations of

Whole working population, . the proportions  being 25 for the Bmhmaputra Valley, ., -

‘ |

- "occupation :is ~subsidiary to one of the textile groups, or to cultivation,

}»}',

4 prmolpally in the Brahmaputla, Valley and the Khasi H}lls

- 45 for the Surma Valley and only 13 for the Hills.

“Over one-fifth E
" Surma Vaﬂey nearly one- thnd) | (ol in the.

cultwatms also.

155 ‘The,number of\cettle and buﬁalo bleedels and heldsmen has decrea,sed smce»;; )

1911, though'it is still more than double the number record-
f ed in 1901. They are distributed over all districts, - but.

Having regard to the -

Ralslng of farm stock ,'

: large increase of Nepalese in the p10V1nce, the decrease in the grazing ﬁﬂ'ures isan

"

ezt

Persons supported
- (000Q’s omitted).

v~ certain patts,

e e indication of -the way in “thh these -

There is a rise of about

ok S 74,000 in" the closely, connected group of -
:,"19:“.* AT mllk and ghee sellers, but even this addi-
. 1001 .20 tion leaves the ﬁeures of the gra,mels ,

’ PR S o and dauvmon ncally stat1onary for the
last2censuses ' f C : . .

'I‘he lasf, census of hvestock in A.ssam, taken in 1920, gave the numbe1 of

A a]nmals ip the plains districts  as 6,239,108, including young stock, ot theso cottie
g Were 4,885,000, buffaloes 587,000 and others (olneﬂy goats) 817,000,

’bees——nearly all conneoted. with  the - honey produced-in the Khasi Hills.
‘recorded under silkworms, 483 depend on e7i or muge worms and only Ts0n pat .

< -admission of breeding the paf worm is shunned as it bas usually been regarded |
o as degradmg \?early 90  per cent. of the silkivorm breeders i
_ females and nearly all are Hindus or Animists,
g gni)tra, Va.l]ey districts (except Lakhlmpm) and Mampur, bemg most numerous m
. Dibsaga : , _

156 Thls sub-order (773 recorded workers and dependants) is small but of nleaf,
~ interest, since it includes rearers of silkworms. ’l‘wo
hundled and. elo'hty-thwe are: concerned with birds and

Of the 490 .

e Small anlmals

worm 1eaung All these ﬁvmes are .obviously:too low : ‘in many cases doubtless the

‘while-

-They are spread over the Brahma--

nd Darrang

‘immigrants are takmg to oultlva.tlon In o

@

(actual workers) are- -

“else whele o

of those who hve mem]y by fishing appear to be. g

s

SRS



E ‘employed on roods and bridges.

1ee

. yeturned as the sole means of subsistence.

in any numbers.

an inciease of: 20, 000 under ‘fish: dealers;
bub a decrease of -6, O()O “under boatmen, so that the net: -decrease- recorded
‘under theseallied heads i about . 26, 000.  The  decrease -occurs in both.- the
- Valleys and under -both the main 1ehg1ons and reﬂects the: genera.l movement to
avoid fishing as a degradmg cccupation: = Since there is some fall even in the - number
of eultlvators who have returned . ﬁshlng as a subs1d1ary occupatlon it. 1s~ev1dent that
‘{he traditional occupation has been-suppressed’ entir ely in 'many  cases and: euthvatlon
" In some cases, for instance among the .
Mirdas or Mahimals of Sunamgan], it 1s repoxted thet the plymg of boa,ts has really
been abanc.oned altovether R U e ‘

' \w) Transport BT S .f;}

158 The number suppmted by qccupations under transport 79, 000 or 1 per‘ %

o ansport__persons support- . cent.. of “the pdpul&txon of the provmce has increased by
-ed (000’s- omltted) .

_ 7o ODLy:3, 000 in the' decennium. N early three-fourths of the
Total oo et e 9 workers  are Hindus.

The proportions - are nearly. equal f

e w420 4n ‘the 8 patural divisions. Apart “from railways ‘and.-
Rall ° ‘e 214 steamers, lock car EE
Boftand tolegripns D' st a bu lock carts are' most used in the Brahmapu-"..-

tra Valley and boats'i in the Surma Valley In the Hllls
porters swell the figures. -

159 Road” tra,nsport ‘mGers have 1ncxea.sed by 20 per cent
not only -carters, porfers, motor ' drivers,, paek-amma.l
dmvels and pallki bearers, but alio labourers and " others -
‘Phe last named class absorbs over 12, OOO—nearly
half. the. number of kaers in this order. The new group . (no. 113) ‘of persons. con—~
_nected with mecha.mCally driven vehicles, contains only 86 persons, of ‘whom-55 -
are: workers ; but another 449 persons———le of them workers-—-are inclided under

- Land: transport

. the allied new group (no. 183), private motor drivers and cleaners; while:162 persons -

are motor repairers in new group 90, under order:* construntlon of means of ‘transport ”’;

The postal and telegraph’ fizares have. increased - very sllghtly Railways - have P2
' ‘more employees and- dependants than.in 1911, apparently
. owing to the working of new _branch lines.
labourers emnloyerl on, oonstruotlon are’ 1mluded and account for more - than the total
inccease : the rest’ of ‘the railway staff’ shows a decrease of- neally 3, ,000. .~ -

- 160 The decrease of 5.700 in this oxdel is all inder ‘boat owners and boatmen
and .as ‘explained in .paragraph- 157 is accounted for' by
the association. of boating ‘with fishing and  preference
for cultlvatlon instead of a wa,tely occupation. It should be noted- that the number:
returné! as boat buildegs has inéreased from 848 to 568, although of course.a great .

Rall, posts and. telegraphs

Water Transport

-The order mcludes

Here also .

‘,

15'7 Although with. the rlvers and bzls of Assam, ﬁshmo is an mdustry of grea.t |
Flshlng ‘number- supported ) V;)T()I)V)ergge.nceln tt;ngtl};;r f;(;%ssuggly Of {:)he
' . v e number. j-,
R ‘,“if::ﬁléé’c%"s ,f.f,;u'l'a{llﬁn“ returned under fishing as. a. principal
et e cgol o g - oceupation: has- fallen by 40, OOO since the -
' o1 v e ._19{9 ST - 3 last census: At the same. time' there is .

oy

., number of the boats ploduced by these aad other oa1pente1s are. destmed for muate o

- use and not for trade or hire. .~ " : A L E

161 The numbel (censused in.the- provmce) in efnploy as shlps Oﬂicers, seamen -

Steamer lascars and flremen

-3,000 to 3,700,
which is the | only district from wlnoh ‘men g0 o sea . or river:

- The whole of: this increase is. in Sylhel:
“steamer. service

‘Assam™ were

No' census returns for | recelved: frome ships at sea: or in” foreign ¢

‘ POluS and it is difficult-to estimate’ the numbers so employed +The subdivisions ~

of Habiganj and Suna,moa,n] are “said to" supply 1,500 or more ‘each: and ‘as the other

- parts of the district also contubute, we may infér. th:xt at least 5,000 or 6,000 seamen
-~ and firemen belong to Sylhet.

l[oreover‘ ‘the number who go to sea’is 1ep01ted to be'on.
the increase. The- professmn is* not_ hereditary, biit’ enterprls1n0' sons . offen follow
- their-fathers’ callng seeing that it 'is lucrative and’more ‘exciting than work' at home'
. Themen seldom ‘come from -tho’ fishing" and" boating " classes,. but " are. gener@lly [

‘and firemen, with “their dependants. has increased flom

: ordmary Muhammada.n oultwatmg famlhes,,sometlmes a]so 'm1ddle ‘class Muhammadan 4

This calling formed a! sub;eet of the special economic: enqmuesu

%

o younn‘ ‘men, it poor, go to sea.
" Bishwanath and Balagan] thanas of North Sylhet, Chauwhs pargana_in South Sylhet ‘
o aldhup in Kari 1mgan], Atuajan pargana in Sunemwan] and - Nabiganj thana in Habi-

~ ganj sabdivision.
* every year between the ages of 18 and 50.

' f‘and the pu‘ohase of land.
1m0 doubt that this profession affords a sma/l but - growing outlet for some part of the
‘surplus population of. Sylhet and it will be matter for satisfaction if it continues to

K ,durmg the war.
provmce '

PRV

‘,V milk or ghee sellers have already,been mentioned (paragraphs 155 and 157)
~ ries, grain and ‘pulse;, vegetables and betel-nut, gur and sweetmeat selhng oooupy“_ »

" ‘yaried little 5

.'})er mille, against only 28 in'the Bmhmapul;ra Valley and 24, in the Hills,

(T R "»STEALFERW‘“ I.‘ASCARS AND ¥t ﬁ awo o o Y8

The places supplymfr the la.lo'est numbers are the sadr

In Sunamganj they aresaid to go out foriabout 6 to 8 months -
- In other parts they only return once in

every 2 or 3 years. The us: mal extent of savings broaght home is  Rs. 200 or Rs. 300,

“‘but some brmfr Rs. 500 or Rs 1, 000 -md thoae who become semno's €O ne back as
- rich men. D : o, ‘

Repmtgvmy as to the elfeet of forew*n service and tmvel on the men. Their

_ ideas are cortainly enlarged and - their ‘standards of life altered; though not always for
-the better.

Many become extravagant Fnuts and - merely squandeL their money uiitil -

they have to go to sea again to get more.  One serang or tindal whom I met in the

- Interior Wh1l° on tour plodueed a suit-case oontmmm? several ‘bottles of scent, which
- he had brought from Marseilles anl which he § ‘emed to LeUalJ as his greatest treasure ;
~he used the scent lavishly on himself and was with dllﬁoulty pr evented from smother-

1n0" the Census Supermcendent with it!

"QOthers again, of the more sober section, use their s savings for the 1epayment of debt
All appear to settle down fmally as cultivators. ' There is

bring a flow of outside money similar o' that which found its way to the district
\To branch of the Seamens Unmn or Assoexatlon ex1sts in the :

Ui
R B R
I

R /,x . (o) dee ana’ Covzmerce.v | AR ,
162 As the mset statement shows, ha.vmo regard to the 1nerea,se of popula:lnon

A L o .
o quber\supnorte 4 by Tra do. - there has been o stawhn ;variation in |
L — — . " the numbers subs1st1n0' on trade. Trade
b ‘ 1921, N (-1 S ERRE
R B ' o - 1in food: stuﬂ’s absorbs more than two thnds
o !(\&t)g,al : pl?lr; Agtual. Per | of the “hole trade population ; - textiles
o i * miile mille
omitted). orittgd | sire Hiext in 1mportanoe and here the num-
L Totat | . ‘ées' ‘sze| 245| sas| bers are kept up partly by the large
. Food stutts . | 185 | 2a2| 64 Lza ;
Xﬁ"t{'es k'f = 21| 26| 15| “5a | Inoporlnon of \i[ampun women Who sell
- other kinds. .,'62*"8 686 g0 { B
- : 1 L cioth in the State,

11 Among. ‘traders in food, fish dealers form the largest propormon these and
Groce- .

: some 88,000 or over 1'per “cent. of the whole population. .

/.1 The ‘others’ ‘shown in the statement include a variety of trades each suppoumgf
only a few hundreds or thousands: variations since 1901 in the orders may be seen
from Subsidiary  Table VII -Among these. a drop of 1,700 ‘in the number depen-
dent on’'banking and - exchange and credit possibly indicates a- welcome . decrease:
of: monevlenders, and.of the bogus insurance agents who weré so busy a few . _years .

ago ; unfmtunately we have no separate ﬁou.res for these subdivisions of the group: .
* The number under trade in metals has moreased more than fourfold ; combined with

the decrease of about 3,000 recorded in the number supported by metal industries, this
points to decline in the localiron and brass® industries  and moreased use of 1mpoxtedd
aluminium and enamel ware and iron implements. » : .
The number of general storekeepers and ¢ shopkeepers othermse unspeexﬁed has
nearly 16,000 persons are now supported under this head. Itinerant
“pedlars have 1ncreased from 76 to. 911, supporbing 1,450 people nearly all of these r
were censused in the Brahmaputm Valley, and the majority arc women. g
Of the natural d1v1smns, the-Surma Valley has the greatest trade populatlr%rﬁ, o
is is
due to the great preponderance of fish dealers in- the Surma Valley.

168 The external trade of the provinee both rail and river borhe——-mannlv ‘with

mtemal tm ae, . Caleutta and other parts of Bengal—and:, transfront1er is, -

iR > :
t' e .
R SIS

.- undera regular system of registration; and the Diréctor of'. -
g 'Industnes publlshes annua.l and tr1enn1a1 reports on the subJect ; 1t is therefore-



%?‘GHAP-‘XII-Q—’ocenr;TION." S e

B TR

168

: unnecessary for me to discuss it. The cond1t1ons of trade in the mtermr, hOWBVer.
formed a subject of special enquiry at the census and detailed reports covering 62
different markets or bazars in widely scattered areas have been received. . District
. ~and subdivisional headqualters markets, though' frequently owned -and managed by
* Municipalities, are counted as rural in the following summary, for they serve large

rural populatmns as well as the townspeople and - their conditions vary little except A

as to size and putber of shops, from the ordinary markets of the interior.

Excludmg very petty and minor d#s, a total number'of 897 regular markets or

" bazars has been reported from the provinee (Butlsh territory only), but this excludes
two subdivisions for which no numbers have been given, and a number of tea-garden
bazars which have been omitted in some district reports.
distributing centres for various kinds of 1mp01ted goods, as Well as marts t‘or ‘rice and
fresh food ploduots of the' nelghhourhood ' , ‘ L

Generally there is no single Vlll-tge chop stockma all kmds ‘of articles. Where

there are pelmanent shops they are usually two or three selling different kinds 6f com-

modity and owned by different classes of trader. For 1nstanee, there may be a’
* Marwari’s oloth shop, an upcountryman selling groceries ov grain and pulse, anda.

Dacca '\Iuhamma.dan deahnrr in mlscella,neous or fancy goods .
(4

/.
- 164. Vely few really large annual fairs are held in the province : pelhaps only
the Udalguri’ fair on the borders of the Balipara Frontier’
Tract and Darralng, held . in -January and February every

Falrs. -

year, comes under this head. Here Bhutias and Tibetans come down in . considerable .

numbers and traders come from ‘some distance for all branches of trade. The local ./
people obtain some of their annual stecks of requirements at this fair, and thereis a
certain amount of “buying for export by middlemen.

- bring down pgnies, livestock, blankets; lac musk, ivory and Walnuts
of- trade is, however, dechmng .

Practicaliy all- of these are -

In all the plalns districts of . the p10v1nce there are numbers of smaller melas, .

“held at the time of Hindu rehgrous festivals  such as the Doljatra, Asokastami, ..
.. Barunisnan, or the death annlversary of some - well known Gossain, A good deal of
trade, both in Incal and imported goods, is carried on at these melss. "In Goalpara
they are little more than the ordinary bazars shifted to- the mela sites,” and the
volume of business is said to be declining. =~ The melas ave almost always started .
with some - religious ceremony and often they are more in the nature of social
* and religious gatheunus than of trading fairs. In Kamrup and the central Assam.
Valley they are by no means dechmno In the Surma Valley; the Siddheswar mela .

in Cachar is the best known, and a good deal: of trade as, well as religious bathlnv Uy
occurs ; this however is falling ¢ff in importance, and the- attendance is'said to be 4

“only some 3,000 people, “whereas some of the. Kamrup religious els are attended by
5,000, or even by 10,000 people.
hdt from Kortik to Phalgun, When a eeltam amount of trade in’ cotton and other
hlll produce is done. . : - | w :

A fair of some 1mpo1tance in the Sylhet dlstnct is the Ponat1rtha mela, at the
foot of the hills to the north of Sunamganj. Here about 8,000 attend ‘annually but
more than-half of these are Hindu women -who go to bathe “There - is a good deal -
of - trade, but all the .articles are such as may be had in the ordmary markefs,

although a certain number .of the hillmen ‘and local villagers lay in their.annual -
“In:some tea-garden areas in South Svlhet horse racing

- requirements at the .mela.
,and ecircuses are features of the wmter melas.

The Qadlya Bazar i is described by the Political Ofﬁcel as bemo hke a mela from. o

Novembér to March. = At this time the tribesmen come down for -their annual .
purchases and they bring with them scarce or valuable hill products such as;
~beeswax, musk and fecta, as well “as other ‘godds. Zeeta (Coptis teetd); n rhlzome
valued for its extract, used as a dye- and also as a febrifuge and eye mea’rine, is.
- purchased byaCalcutta firm for export to the Far East. . About 120 maunds. are
brought in annually, the selling price being from Rs. 5 to Rs. 1z 8 per seer. About
500 tolas of musk pods pass hands, at Rs. 15 per tola. -

" The bazar-trade at Sadlya is.in -the hands of Mar Warls, w1th a few Muhamma»

dans of Sylhet; but all hill proluce is sold at public auctions held by the Pol1t1cal g

« Oﬁicer and h1s a.ss1stants thls ensures the hlllmen acramst bemo' cheated e

4 :

1

/:

‘A 'similar mele is held :from -

December to March at Ghograpara in Darrang to. which Bhutia traders and hillmen ./’
The vqume o

At Jamuguri in- Sibsagar dlstuct there 'is a Naga' ‘- :

- Hills.

e

165 \Iost of the headquarters markets sit dally f01 sale of fresh produce, such
: . as fish and vegetables, when the attendance is not large—

: ‘ perhaps 200 or %00 Weekly or ‘bi-weekly however there
-isa bazar day plope1 when trade is much brisker and the attendance becomes often
2,000 or 3,000. In the Brahmaputra Valley, Cachar and the Hills there is. &

Rural markets )

“gonsiderable number of ) Municipal, Local Board and other publicly owned markets.
- In Sylhet - all are privately owned. Of the 897 regular markets reported, GO are

under Municipal or Local: Beard control and 119 under Government or other public
OWIlerShlp The’ last number includes many /mts owned by Slems in the Khasi

o The annexed statement shows for certaln drstrlcts the area and populatlon -
' ' o » served by raral markets of all classes.

| Number | Average | | Lhe Sylhet. total excludes Karimganj
S T Actual | of bs | Dumber Subdivision from - which" no- report was.
-~ District. L of . per miles | - received, and some fea-garden Adts have
oo |Mmarkets.) 100000 | served | heen omitted, but the ﬁwmes serve for
Y | | von |market.| arough comparison. It Will be noticed
“""-/:-Go‘alpara : T T = that the Surma Valley markets serve
. Geal oo MO M. 368 5 smaller area’ and population than do
< Kamrup .} - el B 94| those of the Brahmaputra- Valley. The
*Parrang = .| . 67| 12| . s&t| Khasiand Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills
‘ Now”g‘o’ng- R Cas| o w se| have numbers of. regular markets but in -
Cachar Plams b sl sa 7l -the other hill dlstmcts ‘they havdly exist,,
" ' SR R : o “as the familivs are generally self- support—-
 Syinet | Coef . 98 '°1 . '®| ing and when any commodity runs  short
‘/Knasl'and Jainttaf] 04| - 43| - 58 v
Hﬁl an b ; 3| 88| if can be borrowed from a neighbouring:
o Gara Hitls ol sl sl 4| household until the next harvest. Thus
sy 21 72! there are only 3 markets reported from:

" : ‘the Lushai Hills,four from: North - Ca- .
-char, and*four in the Naoa Hills, -all at the larger centres and under pubhc owner- .

‘i _ shlp In Manlpul these enquiries were not made

Only about 30 of the regular markets are daily. Of the rest 1ather more than f,

half sit bi-weekly and less than half weekly., In the Khasi Hills “weekly” often -

~ means every Sth day and br-weekly every 4th day. A. few sit 8 times'a week. There

" Trade In the markets

‘the Garos. - R

 ~in®all markets,
. times tea, milk and sugar may be had.  In parts of the Khasr Hills fea shops are"
-a speciality :'at the Bara Bazar at ‘Shillong,

~is seldom much business in the early mor ning ; midday and afternoon are often the
‘busiest times, especially in tea-garden areas where the coolies have a leave day every -
~week ; injordinary rural areas the greatest throng often comes in the late afternoon or -
-evening, when caltivators .are able to attend after doing a day’s work. In most areas
+the dry season brings the largest concourse, but in areas: with a good.deal of water, the-

busiest time of year may be the rains. Prices of articles other than. agricultural

produce do not generally vary greatly at different seasons, but. bad commumcatlons to.
- ~distant centres may cause a rise of 20 or 30 per cent. in the rains or just after.

Some
markets are affected adversely by othersa few miles away, or connected by railway ;-
‘but as a rule the weekly or biweekly bazar days are fixed so as not to clash and so

~as to enable the same traders and purchasers to attend two or three different bazars in.

the same area.. A certain number of new /4dss have been started to provide for new -

.~ population,: eg. for the Bhatiyas or Eastern Benoal settlers in the Assam Valley

dlstrlcts

166 At ‘most of the reguiar markets every neeessrty and a good many of the
lusuries of life can.be bought and sold. In or near hill, . .
forest or froatier areas specml products such as spears, -

Craw cotton lac and othex forest produce are dealt in ; dogs - are sold (males for eating,
. -females f01 hreedmﬂ-——prrce from Re. 1 to Rs. 3) at ‘Mokokchung in the Naga Hllls '

and at Lakhrpur bazar in Cachar ; also at Damra in Goalpara, a m‘trker attenled by

Generally however rice nd other agrmultural produce fresh and dried ﬁsh
evetables and fruibs, salt and groceries, tobaced and betel, oil and gur, cloth and yarn, -

1mplements and utensils, fancv and miscellaneous articles are the things to be found.

For 1mmedxat° comfort parched or fried grain, sweetmeats and some-

it has been "calculated ‘that there are 40 .
tea stalls, each serving an average of 48 eups of tea,” The Khasi women and grrl; make 8

3 proﬁt of. only about 9 annas from ‘each tea],shop or stall on the ,market da.y

SR -
- . >
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- “Baskets and mats are sold at some but not at all'markets and livia.-stock, e.sp.ecially" i
cattle, only ‘at certain important ones. Where milk “is sold, there is sometimes one- -
price for pure ard another for -adulterated milk. Tor instance: in. D_arl“ang 2% annas -
a seer is paid for good milk, while some:is so much:watered that it fetchies only 3 pice: ..
.4 seer.. Insome markets Nepalese dairymen are able ‘to sell their giee v”fo:r Rs. 3r
a seer and also to get 2 annas a seer for skimmed and watered milk. .~ - - . . oo
. The attendance varies from 100 or even less {o about 4,000, but it is" rarely over '
1,000 at rural kd¢s. . The traders are of different classes according to locality. - Local.
agricultural produce is sold generally by the growers'and forest produce. by hillmen, - §
although these things may be stocked by. shopkeepers of cther classes also. Cloth--
- and other imported articles are sold in the Brahmaputra Valley by Marwaris, Dacca -
" Bengalis, upcountrymen and local Assamese; the share of trade being: generally
in the order named. In the Surma Valley and-the Hills local people have more /
of the retail:trade in their hands. SRR S PR
Very few new commodities have appeared lately. - Charkas, generally of “local. -
thade, are sold in many markets as a resuit of the non-co-operation. movement. At L
Mankacliar in Goalpara charkas costing 10 annas for the woed and taking 2 days t’o:‘ _
make were priced at Rs. 2 ‘each. Curious to relate, the name of the movement's™
* leader,'among whose articles of faith are the eschewal of luxuries and pf‘\fgrelgngoods,j :
is used-as an'advertisement on the Gandhi brand of cigaraties (Indian made) and: .
. Gandhi matches (Japanese). Japangse cloth and fancy goods have made . great - -
“strides, doubtless owing to cheapness. ~For instance, cloth from Japan was introduced -
into the Khasi Hills in 1916-17 and its sale now amounts to“25 and 85 per cent. of =
the total cloth in Shillong and Jowai Bazars, respectively. American goods have not. ;

+ . gained a very strong footing—as regards the smaller articles—but in some bazarsof -

- Sibsagar they are said to cover some 15 per cent. of the | miscellaneous, ‘statiO;lngy,‘::,
and fancy goods trade. Generally Japanese- things -of ‘this class predominate, and”
Indian and British made articles are only from 15.to 30 per'cent.‘eac}l of the t}ortal. B

~ The foliowing statément shows the relative, volume of trade in”cloth at certain ™
- important  markets, as calculated by the enquiring. officers.” Yarn is -almost ‘-allt

~ imported or from Bombay. - Cloth includes piece-goods and ready garments.

L Percentage of kinds of éloihoh’saie_at c_liﬁer'ent:m:irketa‘, 1021, ¢
District and namme of market, o | T T h,;,{g?j:?e;,” 7 *’d‘?», |
- nspeateia) | | TR I A gusnly trom | BT
I ) i ’ S
'.P~-‘-:. L R ey SPREE {4_ s e ] ,74 ‘;?/
Géaipar’a - ljhubri - O FEE 7T B ; s g S5 { L - - ,~“
e | Mamkachar | | s 5| ] 10 e
' xang'm;;.rt.. | | Mo B R PR U] Sl ';('in,d; d‘;gg;
. endt.) .
| Rarpeta ... e 11 60 ) 28 12 O O
Darrang... .i Bindﬁkulli\; SRR }‘..'." g 681 13 f”fnl 13 g o | 6.
' No“fgdx;g e Aﬁchoi R 0] e S s — ) -
Ju‘riar : ] . v 70 .16 10 , ' 51 e 7
. Sibsgar - J‘o’rhat‘t SRR R om0l (- 2 2% : :
, | Golaghat .. e el AR N SRR 1U 200 .
| IAkhlmp\;r S | 'Do'oﬁ'l-ll)ooma :7 B }Vlost 7 I{it;tle' A5 Little )
f\ l\’ofth Lakhimpﬁr RN L ]40 4 1.4 " 58 . L "1:
Sadiya e | Sadiya Lo e s 25| ' 314 , E
. Garo Hills . .| Tura - e OO IR - S35 .10 " 10 v 45 e
Ebasiond Jaintis Hilly Shillong . oo | e |0 2] o] .s| 4l 1
Cachiar we Holokandi  w|  a. {13 RER] ) e 1
oo maiper e m | s | e
 sylhet ... | Rz Bamrt L. | s oo o 5
. [ B B S ] B e
. , , N TR DR R B

* ‘thousands, of rupees in a week :

Coting

*. .~ buffaloes and 1 anna or less for ‘smaller animals: -

pice must be paid to get change for a one-rupee note.

Cirar
-" ‘public. .~ Hence the small' man'is, as a rale, not being crushed- out by the bis-
- .seller. For a few markets! the larger shopkeepers send out stocks for sale on'bazar -
. days from. their main shops, and here the small trader suffers somewhat. e
:; kept by the smaller shopkeepers are ‘of the roughest, and: often none at all are " =

oAy . :

\ -

R

Lo

v

'Mhere is no reason fo doubt. the figures as-a general indication of conditions,

- - though they-may notbe accurate in detail: - ‘The-North Lakhimpur figures, however,
i+ were obtained by actual counting of pieces sold on market days.:- From .he. statement
-t will be seen that at the time of the enquiry - (shortly before the ceusus) English
~ “wcloth- still - held generally over. half the  trade and ‘Bombay ‘was' a - good- second
.. and Japan-a fair third. “Since the enquiry fiscal-and political conditions “have -
“-altered and it may bé that the proportions hayve changed somewhat, ~The Indian
+ - handwoven cloth, other than local, is generally represented by Dacca Zunugés and saris, -
* . sold by Dacca merchants. In regard to handwoven cloth, it should be noted’ that

i

hile weaving is almost universal among the Assamese, they rarvély weave for sale -

:ﬁ‘f‘jf" iﬁnd a.}"g"lfeat: part of what is sold is silk.

"-Stocks in remoteyshopé are genefé.lly YSIlﬂic'ient‘ for several months, Abut, ‘as. a

- rule, stocks of cloth and dry goods are not Kept for more than one to two months’ -
- needs.  For grain a fortnight’s-supply is usual. B T T LI

... 'The turnover in large. permanent shops may amount to several hundreds, or ‘even
.- thous: Thus a cloth shop in ILakhipur (Cachar) has'a -
- furnover-of Rs. 400 with a profit of 2 annas in the rupee; a -brass shop turned over = -
. Rs.800 at 1 anna in the rupes profit per week ; a“grain shop at Doom-Dooma sold . ..

4.

';:J‘f,j"fRS,-‘ 1,700 worth with 1-anna- per - rupee profit 'in"a week ; -a miscellaneous goods
e ‘_-‘Sthppy‘at ~Dhubri turned  over Rs, 750 worth . of goods at 8 per cent. profit. = .

*. . The'smaller stallholders and producer-sellers make generally higher profits for .~
- their small ‘ stock-in-trade : a dried-fish seller’ makes 6 annas per rupee on total sales ~ = . .
"+ of 5 rupees and 4| betel-nut seller2 annas on the same value of stock, per market™ -
- ,day at Lakhipur., SR T R

Generélly pfoﬁté of the' retailer vary from 1 anna to 4 annas and sometimes 6

- ‘annas ‘in. the rupee. Such profits are in addition to:the wholesaler’s:- profit on-
- -his:sale to _thq,l;etailex;,' but shop or stall vent and establishment .charges have to be
1 - -paid out of \the retail profit. The profit made on sale of a tin of kerosene oil varies.
« ~from thesmere value of the empty tin (6 ‘to 9 annas) to 25 per_cent.  plus the

rent:. of permanent stalls let by the' Municipality.
The Railway

Temporary “stalls ‘are generally rented at from 1 o 4 annas per market

ir Money changers charge at. different rates for: changing ‘notes and- silver. " In~

© . some piaces no charge is made for changing notes. ‘The rate for. changing a silver
.- rupee is almost always -1 pice ; at Tura, however it is 2 pice, while nothing is-charged

¥ for notes. - At Chhaygaon in Kamrup, while 1 pice is charged for a silver rupee, | 2: "

Ten-rupee notes cost from 10 ‘pice to’ 5 annas, and 100 rupee notes from 4 annas _
- to 3 rupees to change, . : . L L )

* Small” shopkeepers generally obfain their stocks from larger local merchants——
ely from a distance—at a more favourable -price than the large man charges to the-

kepti - o . :
., -Tradeagents are generally only employed by large buying firms at special seasons’ .~ ..
5 1»;.f01j_;spe(_:ia;l_crqps, -e.g., for cotton from the hills and lac from the hills and lower ..« oo
o ~Assam, .and for jute and mustard. Traders’ from Bengal. come in boats and buy . o
' -quantities: of rice from the interior: in the Surma Valley, after the: winter harvest. =~ .
';%ﬁfﬁrauy; all products for. export. are bought by the regular, Kayas or-Marwari traders.
e rwari -

e Brahmaputra. Valley.": Frequently money is .advanced . on the ‘standing crops, .

. \TRADEIN THE'MARKETS. . . - - 169

1o For: permanent shops and stalls a frontage or area rent is charged by-the owner .~

- orlessee of the market.  For instance at Dhubri from Rs. 6 to Rs. 15 per month is the . = ' . -
'y renb-of 1 : : At Hailakandi 8 annas and at = .
~+. :Lakhipur Re. 1-8 per cubit of frontage are rates of ‘annual shop rents. :
... Company for its market sites at Margherita takes from annas 5 to Re. 1:4 per square’
\ifgr’d per month, . Rates charged by private owners are sometimes. ever - higher "than
~o-these.
. -day 3 local sellers  carrying in their goods pay 1 pice toll per bundle, or 2 pice for:
-+ a man’sload. For Jivestock a market-due per -head istaken, such as 2 annas for

e 3

SRy :\"

Accounts . - oo
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' " é.nd' allth'orugh' -tlfeic\iltivator‘ob',i';ains'gm temp_orar.'y:iébhvénience by thigk.‘ré&dy:_,ﬁdné&’,‘h'ie:;::‘i
‘has*to pay dearly forit.- The description ‘of the. process given
North'Lakhimpur is instructive: - .. - .0 0 oy

y: Mr. -Cantlie for

AL

K R Buying- ('Jf standing érops' @ Ka;l/as.‘—-Kéyé.s’ advance money as a:loan one month or twa

months before harvest on the bargain that one dun {(of 8} seers nominally)- is to be.given after harvest :

over and- above the number of duns of the current market rate after harvest.
- not the regular 3§ seers but contains more. It ig estimated. that his dun conbains 4-seers at least.

But the Kaya's dnn s ¢

C The-;curx:et,it'price being thrée\.,,dun@st,pef" i'upeé;'_,tﬁefKéyé. gets 4 'duns p:er, ru};ee'"froyxnr-v',fihélﬁf"

caltivator who borrowed a rupee two months before harvest. . Thus the profit is 33 and" oae-third -per

- cent. for threz months. But instead of getting 14 seers he gets at least 16 seers, so
estra 14 and two-sevenths per cent. He, tharefore, makes 47} per cent. in 3 months.”.

: | _ Thererare 'onher'ways', moreé or fléss well knowyn,‘ in which the c;llt;ivator or‘plfbr
~-ducer is overreached by the merchant or moneylender..  But the above instance will

5o  he makes "an -

(63

suffice to show the immense benefit which may 'be,_'(.:'dhvferred by a,;j ej;t»eﬁsioq-,'olfﬁ;v'

- o-operative credit. % - o

<

‘Barter s fairly féammon'; ‘but more in the villa{gé's than at markets. . Guitiiaﬁoféﬁ

barter -produce “among. themselves ; -basket-makers, fishermen, 'potters and makers. -
“of - snail-shell lime exchange their produce for grain; vegstables and - fruit from cul-'

fE '(16'7;""AS'Sam:is rnoiz a.;l k'E'lb Dorado.

* - tivators ; Garos barter raw cotton for fried rice from. upcountrymen ; Bhuatias some- " .
‘times exchange blankets with the Aééame\\se for endi.cloth. - R T o

AR

e

(o) Indubtries. o

i

S Number supported. '

7 Industry {including mines);’

| omitted). | o ouincel

Cae2t

- 205| 28

o . 228 | " 82| gide with agricultire.. But the obstacles to develop-
o1 | o=oal| cteal Tl T
1901 e [ 20T | "ment are strong.- " ! e o

- ,Sr‘ndll_industrives‘hé,ve of‘course been. greatly iinbaired by the import of cheap

machine-made goods and by the general muve towards agriculture asa source of liveli- | 5
~hood.  Insome eases the craftsmen have lost their ancient skill, (¢.g.,In ivory-carving) :-

although the hereditary skill of the fine silk weavers of Sualkuchi in ‘Kamrup is a con--.

spicuous instance of the contrary. - In other cases the strangling: hold of the middleman :. -

is heavy ,on the worker. In larger industries the difficulty of communications and the

shyness or shortness of capital are the most_serjous obstacles. - "F_or' jnstanc.e,ftherer is
much good coal in the Garo Hills, but arrangements for removing it to railhead have.. -

been holding up for years the work of the company which has the concession. Large -
- pacts of the valuable coal seams of Upper Assam are highly inclined and below the per-: -

“manent saturation level, so that yorking will probably be expensive and difficuls..
Petroloum exists in various parts and several prospeetors are now at/work, ‘but’it has. .

not yet been struck in sueh quantity as to make the ‘Assam ,prodgi‘ction‘ of oilf‘ayn:y‘_-

' thing but a {raction of the Burma output. Good pulp for paper can be made from

the savannah grasses and bamboos of Assam but want of communications as well as .

Jack of enterprise have. hindered the development: of paper making in the- past:.

A paper company has now been formed: and is said to be waiting for its plant.” Large .
- stores of water power exist in the country, but-the expenses of survey and of opening -

- them' up haveacted ‘as a brake in this "case : “moreover some of the greatest sources. - -
-« are'in-difficult transfrontier country—for example, the Nongyang lake in the ‘1101‘_17115 Vv
east.  Fxcellent roofing slate is found in certain-rivers. to the reast of the Naga Hills .

=4

{the Kalyo-kengyu' tribe,;* ‘élated-house - men,” derive their name fiom its use), but

it‘is'very far from’any main ‘communications and mostly in unadministered: country

e

Apart f?om @gri,culturé and tea;,"indilétry is Qf ; !
Tithlo account, and the statemeist in the margin hardly
indicates. growth, -although certain industries have -,
acbually increased a little. Tt is true that there ate "

lpermmte| ... - - o R i
45583 lofpopu- ' plenty - of natural. resources in the-country,’and both'~
latlonof|: ... ¥ : = - LA

.—61"ga,riize<.1 andifcoﬁtiage‘ 'i‘lilduAst‘riesv Wif -de\'Teloped”«cc‘)!;ld( i

well | subs1st ‘and aid tha “return of pr’ésperity, Sldeby,

[

- Mhiswo find thiat industry, including wines,’ supports oly: 305000 persons of

;e Industries.

"—Numb‘er‘sup_porteq.j ‘ v- L :a'bOUt 2§percent: Of thepopulatlonof Assa.m,

v o] Actuar |Pereemt~f ot o T T

L (000'’s - |age of In-| - Let this ba contrasted with Madras (which the

L » omitted), | dus rial o R R M R

. om! | total. | R RRCRTIEEEE R

. TOTAL W] 208 100 | . Director of Industries of that Presidency calls
T 'fl.‘{llnera_.l’s i . ' -t B T . . i KR, :
G Textlles T 49.1 . .24 | industrially backward), with 13 per cent.r

‘S Wood e . cwl Tme | s |* AT e R

“Mé{a]s ‘:‘ ; . ‘lo> ‘- .. 5

o (":ér'a‘mlcs;,_r : i . 5. 7

. Dress . .| za | i6 .
CPBullding a0, B | 3

P

{4
S

. “Organised industries— . :

. Goldandsiiversmithy | - 1| 7
~osOthers Ll B

d_ependent on industry, and we cansee how little
JFood' .o .| 20 o |" 'A‘ssam has to do as yet with any p_rod_UctiVe -
"mealx_ls of ’sub-sistence}excépt agrigultdre_‘@,nd -

toa.

""" More than two-thirds of the 90,000 under food industries are fpaddji huskers and

flour, grinders : "the majority of -these are women workers in the Surma Valley and

~ “Goalpara, The rest of the group comprises sweetmeat. makers, bakers, grain parchers,.
- istillers and a;ifew others:  All of the ‘1,700 distillers and brewers are in the
' Khasi Hills and ‘Manipur,

as ‘the outstill .system is' not in force elsewhere, while -

“brewing of rice beer is generally a housshold activity, and not a business, for hill tribes, 5

- The order Industries of dress and toilet”” is made up mainly of 13,000 barbers, 10,000
. tailors,” 7,000 washermen and: 2,000 shoemakers, in each ‘case dependants being

;a1lol " N .
_-dncluded ; with - workers. “Others” includes over 4,000. sweepers and _scavyengers.

Buﬂdiqg means gnly( those engaged in pucca work, such as masons and lime burners.
‘;Those.» engag:gd ;m_lcac/za,bulldmg,; thatching and similar work, are shown under
,wood industries, which with textiles and ceramics are discussed -in -paragraphs 170-

1720 t

;- 168. The number censused as employed- or:dependent on coal mines was 6,700— °
‘ nearly all in Lakhimpur and the "Naga Hills, where a

- new colliery has been opened ‘in .the: decade. By petro-
© ‘leum wells 8,100 are supported,  five-sixths of the total

Coal mines. -
..~ Petroleum wells.

* being in Lakhimpur at the Digboi wells and the rest in. Cachar, near Badarpur,

.- Where crude oil extraction has beén started in the decade:

~ -+ Coal 'and petroleum :were included in one group at the last ‘census: the com-

‘bined figures'are now -nearly -double tha’nv those of 1911, on. account’ of the new

" -@xtensions mentioned.

;" ‘Limestone.

~was considerable.. This has now declined and the number supported is small.

- .‘census figures. -

- Linestone workers and their dependantshave decreased from abuut 700 to 400.
“,° " 'These are nearly all in the Khasi. Hills. The districi
returns of output of the quarries also show some decrease, . -

‘Corundum.- :
' - thus confirming the evidence of decline shown by the

Salt. ;.

A corundum mine was started in the Khasi Hills.during the war and the outpu‘t. '
’f'lr_‘if:'Sa,lt;ié produced in igiie Manipur State and in the Naga Hills (but mostly beyond -
jthe frontier). - The number "engaged in the industry has dropped from 700 to 200.
- There are only a few other industries organized in a small way vith’ factorics.
SRR These will be noticed in the next paragraph. Over 6,000

-sawyers were censused, but it is impossible to separate
S - the mill workers from the ordinary hand sawyer parties
included in the census figures. The same applies to oil pressing and rice husking,
but in any casé very few of the total workers- in the last two ‘categorios are factory -

Sawmllls: . .
Mustard oll and rice millls.

-employees, as the concerns are few and small. -

' 169. The ¢

dinary” census returns of occupation -were supplemented by - an -
he industrlal census, .. Rdustrial ‘census taken on spécial- forms filled ;in. by
T T managers of concerns with particulars of | their staff, . pro.

ducts. and power employed, if any. A factory was defined as an establishmong

‘
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mploying 10 or more. persons and: cccupied in producing some article or pufting some-
* employing 10 or more- persons and occupied in producing some article or putting some-
, prc}():es}s?\i;to an ai'titfle:to adapt it for use,. transport or sale. . In 1911 the minimum- -

number of employees including the manager was  taken at’ 20.-'} The f“scrhgdule's were
filled u]j» Witﬁ)'t}l’le particula;s prescribed - by *the  Government of ‘India for some

-working day before or about the time of the census—it was generally nof ‘the‘f actual .. .

census-date, nor was it the same day. for all ‘fa-c‘tor}es, Tea, although mainly a "I_r,lat*eel‘ o
~ of agriculture, was held to be a manufactnred article for _the‘ purposes of this ;milLu§-¢
- trial census, and even gardens with no factory had te be _1nc_lqded since they contri- .

'i'i,

© Subsidiary Tables IX to XIII appended to this chapter. = TN

buted to the process of production. -

" Thus the returns for Assam, which would otherwise be. of Very minor interest, .

N

, * become important and the numbers are--
Total number of concerns.... ' 904 - greaﬂy SWOI]eIi. 5 Muchi d1ﬁicu1ty WaS L
R T " aon .| foundi ing up the schedules although
- Special products’ .. w - 800 found n ﬁnlna up o L o P
o (Tew o L e 709) District Officers .were able to help mana- =
<! Mines andollwells . . . -~ .. .- ... 6 S . Ce TS ; 2
 Textiles ... . . . .  1e | gers by deputation of special men, and .
Wood = .. = . . . . 35 1 weé may consider the réturn as correct
o Metale o T conly in cerfain portions. /As- to num- -
Glass and earthen ware . .. 20 _ - i o NS
Chemlcal products .. = . '8 | Dbers of employees, distinction between., -
Food Industrles - ... R k-2 AR < A ‘ een skilled.
Industries connected with bullding ... | v S ,Chlldlel% a‘nd adults and ¢be‘bW . l., =
‘Construction of means of transport.... 14 |"\and unskilled, -there are’ necessarily dis-
Industries of lruxu‘ry‘ - o e ,7 'c'repancieS, .f?siﬁce d;ytes va,ned -somewhat B
and the judgment of managers differed as to ages of children and as to what constituted -

- askilled worker. The marginal statement gives the number of concerns falling ‘under: -
the different heads.. Detailed statistics are contained in Imperial Table XXII, agd_-:;p by

There are 611 concerns or factories ‘worked . by - power. --These “are shown -in the- -

main tables separately from those without power. = Steam is still used ‘in 513 factories; -

471 of which are tea gardens. -Oil engines are evidently gaining.on steam ia popul-.
arity: they now give motive, power to ‘91 factories.- Electricity is generated and

used as chief power by only one tea garden and by the Surma Valley -‘Sawmills at

|

Bhanga, where in addition to the usual tea boxes and/shooks made in all” the “sawmills

of the province, three-ply wood is manufactured. - There is as yet no publicly sapplied. |

4 _electricity used for power in Assam, although a hydrq-electric ¢9mpany at Shillong _is; :

about to supply power as well as light.

‘As shown in Subsidiary Table XI, the ,‘numb,é'r of " establishments directed or
~privately- owned by Indians appears to be qonsiderable,’but as a rule these'are small- -

coneerns, such as mustard oil mills employing 10 0r 20 persons, small tea gardens’ -
and sawmills or pits often without power Parts I to. III of Imperial Table XXII show

race of owners and managers and other employees. “The great majority of tea gardens,

the coal mines and oil wells are still owned and managed by European companies

and Europeans. Clerical work  and. dirgction and supervision in subordinate positions.

is-almost always done by Indians. . When the right men are selected there'is'no reason -

to doubt of the success of Indians in the higher managing positions; but. when men.

have. been sent from office chairs, say, to-manage tea gardens, the results have proved -

* in some cases far from comforting to the owners or share-holders.

Skilled workmen are génerally TIndians trained’ 1n the ‘._'fa;ctﬁory: or garden, but
there are few processes in Assam requiring a very high degree of skill from :the "

» -workers... 'Where much mechanical knowledge or high technical skill is required -

foreigners such as Panjabi fitters and Chinese carpenters are often employed.  -Doctors.”
on.tea gardens are sometimes of: the Sub-Assistant Surgeon class,: but .usuglly “they -
have not been trained or passed examinations up to that standard. The medical work

.+ of a group of gardens is generally under the supervision, of a’ European doctor.= - .

‘A few undertakings of interest do not- appear- in ' the indﬁStrial_ktable_s‘ as tbey
employed less than 10 persons: instances.are Municipal water works in several of our =

i

“towns, some printing presses in 3 or 4 towns and an ice factory in Sibsagar:  The

Badarpur oil field isalso omitted as the manager reported that the business was only oil- .
Pprospecting : but in fact, the wells.are now turning ouf about 5 million gallons of crude .
oil'in a year, although no process of  refining is carried-on. " None of the numerous..

small lime-kilns which:

N SN v .

. are such'a feature of the river banks near ",Chhat?k"fi‘@ Sylhet.’
,?.IDPIOY-:@S’.@@Y%s'f‘?n‘:me?‘e,‘*— e T TR e S e R e T

,; - ‘and a few small jute presses  in Goalpara.. 3,
- its‘workers, but there is'no cotton mill in the province. . ‘ ;
. Under special products other than tea, there are four sugar factoriés and one

. :g.very small concern at present. S S .
.. Metal industries include "only workshops for repairs and renewals of railway, ",
- steamer and motor car material and.for general purposes. .. L
oo For the rest, wo have a few small mustard oil and rice mills, ‘generally owned by
't Marwari merchants, 12 power and 19 hand sawmills (usually making only tea boxes
- .and scantlings) 8 carpentry works, one. or two brick and lime-kilnaud some small

- /small sawmill in Sylhet makes boats as'well as tea shooks, ete. o LR
~ "' The numbers of employees shown by the Jindustrial ‘census do not agree with those A
~shown under the several heads in the ordinary census, as the former was taken . °
., generally-from the factory books and on: different days and includes some workers to

- grass-mat work, umbrella handles, tin ‘lamps and boxes,
* .~ lacquered wooden toys, distillation of aguru, .
. clay idol making, ivory carving and butfalo-horn working : but the numbers supported’
" by these industries are small; except in thé case of ‘goldsmithy and basket and mat-
ma,kmg o : ‘ is R : R B AR :
- ' In some districts the war had little effect on any industry; but where local cotton
- was available, e.g.,-in the Garo Hills and in Nowgong some impetus was given to
_spinning. - In- most plains districts, -which depend on importéd thread and dyes,

. industries in Goalpara are considered to ‘be improving, though slowly.
- silk spinning and “‘weaving and silkworm rearing are Improving owing to increased

. INDUSTRIAL CENSTUS..

e LI

s

=

- 'much as before, and a new colliery being worked at Borjan in'the Naga Hills trans-
. Dikhu country ; the small copper mine working in Manipar at- last’ census has’ been
-closed ; and a corundum mine, now ,employ’ipg 104 hg.nds, ‘has bee‘n/ opened in the -

~Khasi Hills,* -

-indigo plantation, but the amount of sugar turned out is not great and the indigo is

I

- printing presses—not an imposing list “of organized industries.

One newly-started

B

" whom the factory is only a subsidiary occupation. o &
R .170. The inget statement summarises for the proifi:nee “the results of answers to

E Uniortunately no comparison can be made with the last census as no- such
- statistics were collected then.

stat n. Lo make the list fairly complete for the province we
should add gold and silversmithy, réaring ofJac and of silk worms, bamboo, cane and
button making from shells,

cotton weaving was adversely ‘affected by the rise in the price of yarn. All cottage

In Kamrup

demand. In ‘Nowgong weaving is attracting much attention. In other districts

" a decline is generally recorded and even silk is said to be ‘not thriving' in Sibsagar.
~+"In the Naga Hills, import from_M anipur of thread and cloths (made to- Naga patterns)
< Is causing a decline in local spinning - and weaving. ! ; ‘
* spinning and weaving are confined ‘to'a’ small part of the population, the professional:
. Weavers, th :
. stimulus:

‘¥rom the Surma Valley, where

he - reports.record a- decline, . although . non-co-operation . has given a small
Brass work has suffered, by the stoppage o

A ;,Uiidéi' fhé'héaél ﬁiiﬁés, we hha;ve.tl.lew La;khimp‘ﬁr ',>cba>1 imi'néé-,ajn:d ',dil,",Wéns':x{rOrking’ -

* . .The textile works inél@de"é vs-‘is’é_i ‘factdbj'f in Sy'IHe,t',;t‘Wd }hga f‘actories‘ i,n Kémdi:ﬁp =
One tea  garden- weaves cotton cloth for

-

- j/ Sl . Cottage l;nfivix's‘t;r'les'ln Assam (excluding Manipur), : : L -
Handlooms . .. sovaer | e cottage industry quest
S v Y (Brahmoputrs Valley e ssse1 | R
e (Buirma Valley ;o' 1som- | jons; for .which a special
; S U (Hills, excluding Manipur - = ..} : 43,510) IR : RS
"l Spindles .. v L. NV 1229468 ) Lol .
o (Brahmaputra Valley - < msesp) |  enumeration ¢ paper - was
S ‘ o (Surma Valley: " . | e .18,546) ST C T e
Do e Y (Hills excuding MaTipur L. 65,261) . . ) S
¢ . - 'Hand cotton-ginning machjﬁes Joee 05172 |5 VIS‘S’lled, in every block - The
{ ... Oll ghanis S Cizersr | e '
. .Sugarcame mills-.{ - . .. T MR T - R R . .
47 Talloring shops (with2 or'more workers)" ... 1,625 d]StI‘lCt details are given in -
.7 Sewlng machines (commercial) - . . - 3,424 . N !‘ oLt ) :
' .--Brass worksHors ... .. . ... P 729 e - T e
‘Bell metal workshops ™ i ., . .. 446 ,Pll'ovmclal Ta,ble. Vi No
_ 1| ’Potters’ workshops (with two or more potters) = 2,180 T o
i Carpenters’ shops (with 2 or more carpenters) U778 - o L
Blacksmithles (with.2 or more smiths) S 2,550 - - cqtyage .lnduStry census ,‘WVZ];S '
Dairy, establishments. ° ... : ’ 2079, . : :
. Cream-separating machines B 2,544 . | taken in Manipur. -

and some moribund ' industries such'as =

f raw material (imported gheétsi =
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- of brass) during the war, and many Morias in Assam’ ha;ve ‘taken  to -cultivation
e DA B TR Vit Nl B gt i o e a%aile s nipd gl i fpei 1 . e T ariige o lie i ygomcaiy Yo s g C P
‘TAcal iron work, even'in the fough implements ordinarily made, is: beig displaced by

¢heap imported goods. . . L R e T
- The other industriés in 'Hgg. list ave stationary or improving -but slightly. On the
whole the coftage industriés of the province can ‘Scarcely be said' to he flourishing.

_The need for gnidance in improved methods, “for breaking dotvn- apathy -and consei: -
. ‘vatism and fdr exténsion of Go-operative oredif is imperative if progress is to be made. -
174. The enormous proportion of hand; looms 'in the#Brahmaputra Valley as .
compared trith other divisions will be noticed  fiom the.
tatement: there 'is here an average of nearly one loom to -

Weaving., : T

- 'éiréfy two occupied houses. Weaving is an established custom 'of the hdusewife, and

cloth is nearly always made for home use.

% Phe cloth is woven in the sparé fime of the'women and ' girls and ‘often only encugh
-surplus is made to pay the family’s land'revenite. In the "Naga Hiils weaving (for.
_homit use).is even - more uiniversal than in- the Assam Valley :' in other hill districtsit:
*4s less common. _ In the Upper Brahmaputra Valley- districts, Miri -and -Abor ‘cotton
Tugs are sold. . The supply of Miri rugs in Sibsagar has fallen off, but the Abors:are:
making and selling more "than béfore in Ldkhimpurin- order to pay the higher prices:
. now ruling for the imported goods which they want, =~ . - - 0
- 'The nufsber recorded with principal means of subsistence under the textile
- groups in the province: is- but 49,000, This number, ‘even if we add to it . the"
99,000 cultivators who returned ‘weaving.as a subsidiary occupation, bears no relation
_to- the nmumbers who, weave, in the province, as the census of handlooras shows..
“'THa Brahmapi'tra Valley ‘and the Lill people usually do not weave for - profit and the'
* Surma Valley weavers are taking to cultivation. -Most of the textile workers recorded
“are in Manipur but there is’ a fall in the number of Manipuri woman weavers which;-
~ combined with an increase of clothzséllersin Manipur, seems to indicate:that‘the women/
~ in the State are taking to trade in imported- cloth rather than the making and selling of
“their own ‘cloth (£6¢ one who both makes and sells would be tabulated as a maker). =

" About 4,000 of the looms in the province are said. to be of the fiy-shutfle pattern.
1 doubt if the nitmber j$‘as great as this. The Industries Department has cerfainly
- - been demonstrating, and some iiddle class  families as well as ‘ordinary weavers have -

~ taken up the fly-shuttle type, but it is probable that tlie qiiestion whs often misunder-
- stood by the enumerators. - The "cost of making an ‘ordinary- country. loom varies’
from Rs. 4 to Rs. 15 in different -districts, the average being about-Rs. 10.  'Those of |
bétter make will last » genération, or' even a lifextime, with ‘periodical renewals "of'
fragile’ parts such’as reeds and ropes. Cheaper kinds. last ouly 4 or 5 years.’
-Some of the elaborate-looms tsed by the Sualkuchi weavers in Kamrup. ¢cost Tas ‘muc‘h i

as Rs. 80. Naga looms cost ‘nothing but a.day’s labour.. .~ - =~ . = .0 oo
Profits on cotton cloth raaking are usually low. ‘Phose-on silk :are -higher, but'

~ for poor people who have no - cajital - they are ‘sometiiies kept ‘down by’ ‘middlemen
who advance thread or money to buy thread.. For instince, a ‘Siualkiichi Bilk-weaver
working on' this system stated that his profit in 20 days Was odly Rs. 3. I give

_ below calculations of profit an-a few typical cloths made in-certain districts.. .~ -

o Fo - R N t ,Crbs’t,ozf' K JURORIE | IS o
District. - <" .Cloth. . ©. Size in'éubits.!]  thread | Time takon to'| Sale“price. | = - Remarks.' :
R o | anddye. | - ‘make.. - b= R
e s e sy e
: : , Re s pi] o "Reca. D, "Made by, imﬁiiéfanté
Goalpara - . | Woman’s upper . gar: 5x13 0-8 0 .2 days 1 0 0] from Bengal. '
e ‘ ment—cotton. ) T I g - LT
e S PP } B S : . A 74
Kamrap e, | Bndi cloth Cer| 203 1000 02, - (Re. 18020
. Dafrang, v cwe,| Muga'mekhala < §x2 | Ba8 to 10; B [ IBs.12to18 | CUEE
) i S b . . B . t .- *. - | Generally only widows
:+'Nowgong <=} Cheleng, with border... [ 7%x3 . 3 8°-0. 1week'| -5 0 0 weaveforsale. ' .-
e RO N IR SN s ] ) wOnlyin spare time
*+ North Lakhimpar.... Endicloth . 131'x 21 - 6.0 0 - ~1-month® | - 20-0. 0 | 'of housewife. . «
'_"Cachai'-~ . Cotton wmpper e * 212 4'0, 8 daiyéj: -°.38 0 Only foronles wegﬁhg.
South Sylhet " .| Ditto 10x25 | 114 0]3 days (or 2| 2 870 | Woven. by  Naths

. i A0 . “days. by fly |- .- - (both sexes). .
R e ! SO s el e s prehabtle), e D e T e
-+ Garo Hills “we | Bling or Gazo petticoat | .About 24x1.1: 0 9°0 w1 ..1.0°°0,) Work-only . st odd
: PR TR . O E AIRAONN S pEhe A i g i Heoed A ?; 'zﬁonients. ‘ S

 Rrast s Tatatie | ot sotloraistn - || “onz | U2 8°0\n - moies| Be. 40 8 | Mibeivgm, igun
CHills, oo M PRI DU RN I A et S ozl (spare: ., tHm e | o
. SR "70111]).’ ‘ e ‘ - n}!ed. e

~ Only in the case of cotton cloth made by -
~." some of.the Bengal immigrants and silk by the Assamese is there-any ' serious sale.

- weavets work ffoi 8 to 10 hours a day.

~'hill indigo.

BRSO R

#

.+ TFrom the statement it will be seen that cotton. weaving pays little ‘as compared
* ‘with silk; . Thére is usually a ready market for Assam silk and though in the. Assam’
- "Valley it is:genetally only for iome use that weaving is carried on, its ~clear that it
~ “holds great possibilities of profit to those who wish for it provided they -rear and spin

~or can afford to buy their own thread. without advances from middlemen. .~ Regular

- Dyo or dyed thread is generally bought from the ‘bazars, *vﬁheﬁ;’fc()ldufﬁirs. wanted-

- Nowadays it is generally only the hillmen or cognate tribes who make their own dye- . -
- In Kamrup a green:dye. is made by the Kacharis, who do not .generally disclose . 1tS.: «
- ggeret, “The Mikirs use lac and hill creepers ; Nagas, madder - (wild) .and -hill indigo.

(Strobilanthes flaccidifolivs—cultivated); Lushais both bazar dyes and home-prepared.
_‘The Bhois on the north of the Khasi Hills use.turmeric for yellow, lac

" s

- for ved-and iron ore for black dyes, in each case the bark of some trees being -added.

~and the mixture boiled three times with the thread. . Miris in North “Lakhimpur dye

':.,:l.q‘-)‘iugfcp ‘thread by boiling with part of the core of the jack-fruit tree. The length of

~ ' ilie" processes required to make the hill dyes permanent appears to. be. induciug @

R | ‘promises tobe successtul.

o Other stall Hdustries.

. -‘tendency to buy imported dyes even for local thread.

L 7+ " The Chins who have immigrated from Burma. to the Lﬁsﬁai:‘ﬁiﬂs"(Lunggléﬁ) '
.- have brought with them the art of weaving most beautiful and artistic cloths. ‘

" One Garo has shewn enterprise by applying water-power by a wheel to cotton

ginning and the Deputy Commissioner notes that, though small as yet, the venture

-

. 1%2."The numbets of oil ghanis and sugareane mills—both usually -of the most
s ot 7. primitive kind-—aTe a measure of the large extent fo which -

" the ¢ultivator, either Assamese or ex-coolie, “extracts “his-

“own products. Thenumbers recorded at the main census for makers of gur and for ‘

" vegetable oil manufacture are but 38 and 1,991 respecively : it sesms therefore that

these 't‘W‘o_cla.g‘s'bsfh:—‘xire"“(prdpei“IY) described themselves - generally " as cultivators - -
“though sonie may be entered as’ sellers. . These industries are not-declining, because =

PR A £ Y- R IR T te b S
~cultivatien is extending and demand is high.

' " 'There are over . 2,000 potters’ workshops, and there s‘h_ouldlbe,,a; ready mmket

" for pottery, ‘yét imported ~articles are in rmany parts :veplacing earthenware. . The

‘total nimBer supported by- pottety has decreased by 2,000 to about.13;500 ; Goalpara,
“Darrang and the ‘Garo Hills have increases and all‘the other districts .in the province

~ssharé  thie decrease. Upcountrymen have settled  as potters in .several centres in
- Dibriigarh*subdivision, ard the "demand for “Sibsagar “earthenware has lessened “in ™.

' ‘consequence.

i1°.  Brass has s,:uff_eré‘it,a_‘sfex'plai'nérdf abovs, mote than bell ;ﬁi_érta:,l,/fbecq.‘uyse; the raw
material of the lattér industry consists of old and broken vessels.found in India..

In Sibsagar, however, the bell metal industry is reported to have declined. ‘At Sarthe-
~bari in Kamrup bell metal articles, though of no'great variety,show considerable artistic
morit. PO : iakek Ot :

.~ “The number “of carpentérs’- workshops with two or ‘more workmen is:nearly
1,800 T"over one-third of these ave in Sylhet “where “boat building and repairing is an -
essential industry. - Carpenters and sawyers “have. increased: by over. 1,000, the .
“number suppoited being now 21,500 in ‘the province. E ) re %
he nrmber supported by the iron industry has decreased by about 500 persons. There - . -

‘Blacksmithies are 2,500 hut

 4s°some ‘ncredse in the number of ‘blacksmiths in ‘the 'hills, but a:decrease. in ‘both

“valléys, . If'seetns that here also there is room for introduction of improved methods,
- 4nd ‘better supply of raw materials. The material ‘at “present is ‘obtained either

* from shops 6r from villagers in the form of serap iron” or old aund ‘broken implements, - =
~and in some ‘cases in the Naga Hills of hoes, etc., “stolen 'from ‘the plains! A little
- ivon is still smelted lovally af Nongspung in the Khasi Hills. ’ RN

. Foritailors -and -cobblers there s ‘;zmlways-Work- arid -udder. these hea-ds:fheré is

some increase. - The number of tailors' shops is over 1,600 .and . there is an average

_ ‘of*two ‘sewing s machines per shop: probably. Liowever ‘some private machines have
been Wwiongly included by the enumerators. ~ -~
- 'The wages paid by magter tailors vary fromRs..15 o Rs. 35a month usually foran B

i3 - . g

8:hour day, -or from-Rs. 4 to.Rs. 15 a-month if food .and lodging is. found, - .In Sylhet.
* * the hours are generally longer, but.there s .a food. interval. Outwork orithika. work

~is not common ; ‘whete it applies_a man working_either for himself or for a master -
* #ailor can make About 12 annas in an eight-hour day. - T

2
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_ Dairy establishments are over 2,000.  Most of these ate in the hands of . The standard of life of the garden workers is said to have improved somewhat
Nepalese graziers. - The number of - cream separators recorded is 2,500°: the - -and then to have fallen again at the end of the decade: : On the Upper Brahma- .
question paper asked for modern cream-separating ‘machines, - but I - believe.that - . putra. Valley gardens, however, the standard is considered even now to._be, slightly
- large numbers of the ordinary bamboo machines have beén included. = - = . - ~ ‘abovethe pre-war standard. The Labour Committee found that wage increases had

. .-generally not been commensurate with the rise in the cost of living. Mr. Wood, .
~ Superintendent of Doom-Dooma Tea Company and Honorary Magistrate, states
~ that though wages have risen by 50 per cent., :more money is now spent on drink and. . -
so the relative position of the coolie remains the same although the rise in prices'is
_partly” discounted by- issue of cheap rice as well as by the . wage-increase. '

~Basket and mat making, bamboo work; thatching and  similar  oceupations,:
support over 15,000 people—an increase of about 1,500 since ~1911. - The male
workers ‘have increased but ‘the number.of female workers has fallen by 4,000.
-, “It seems that women in Sylhet (the chiéf centre) are giving up work in the mat.
* “industry or have preferred to call' themselves dependants: probably. the latter is the SRR SOSEA , : o 3 P
~true reason, since the demand continues and- the industry “does mnot ‘show signs of - Local Inbour for tea gardens has been discussed in paragraph 152 above... . -
~declining. - Sétalpati-making has been shown -separately ‘in the tables at this census : '

R Vire - . : i R R 8 . : E : L
18, _ - S ‘ A nes : * " The coal mines, oil wells and sawmills of Upper Assam reeruit labour by-the same
there are 1,140 persons supported by 391 workers in this industry. Neaily: all are - R -,” T agency as ‘do- tea Pg%rdens,-_butv-other'classeZ,‘ such ‘as
= ‘ ‘ e R . _Goal mines, oll wells and - Makranis and Nepalis on the mines, and settled ex-coolies =~ -

iy it ;. in the oil field, ave also employed. There is no shortage

in Sylhet. = | S | o SR DN
. ‘Babu Kshirode Chandra Purkayastha of Karimganj has been kind enough. to . R ,
' allow.me to use the notes which he has made on cerbain of thegcoﬁtage‘ ‘industries - of labour.

of that subdivision. -In Appendix B, T have given asummary. of the Tresilts of. his- e

enquiries, which illuminate the position of the middleman in several cases. PR o

o

~ - The manager “of the Assa,rm 0il Company rrientions bywa,y éf illustration of the ~,:
. “popularity of work on the oil wells that when he sends down for 40 men, 200

, G : ‘ i e s ywant to come. - A few Assamese local labourers are found in the oil industry. These.
- (vi) Labour. BT Rt -+ ‘are meh who wish to learn skilled -artisans’. work : nevertheless, although ‘every
, : T SR s e | *inducement.is given to local men to learn a trade and earn higher pay, the skilled

178. Tea-garden coolies form nearly\S0 per-cent. of all those who labour for i W.‘irkeﬁ ‘?mPlOX"f? are genera lly . men. who h?n{e been brained elsewhers stha,n‘at Digboi, .
" General . - wages in -Assam. The labour supply ' problem for " the - . ‘;A;__OI Wells. o T e S S )

.o ‘gardens is therefore a special one, ; this has been dis-" . i» An unskilled icoal-miner earns from 10 to 13 annas a day; in some cases the
‘cussed from the statistical point in Chapter IIT of this report. - Asto the supply of all- - -+ -/ mise of-wages in the decade amounts to 100 per cent., and the miner’s standard of living

other kinds of labour in the province there is little difficulty : either local ‘people or - - "has risen. ~ This 1s also reflected in the family budgets of the miners, which show mora
- seasonal immigrants are generally available. The only exception isin the case" of ' spent on comforts and luxuries than do most other workers’ budgets. B o

- those castes which are giving up labour as a hereditary calling : this ‘s likely to:
~ cause some local difficulties in future, “for instance in- getting (men to carry loads or
- to ply boats for hire, but as yet the tendency has not' gone far-enotghto be.felt
. seriously. - - 0 T T e

AL Digboi, .male oii-well workers earn Rs. 14 aﬁd women Rs. 8.a month;ri plus:'
j overtime. | Their rise in wages has been only 163 per: cent. iD‘.:thE decade.

¢ “The Lakhipur sawmills in Cachar get their [labourers from the same source as
. do the. tea gardens; but the ‘Badarpur oil wells employ chiefly local men. These
i (men of Cachar) are found to be the best workers. Their average wagesare Rs. 12
- a’'month to start with and they get an increase of Re. 1 'a month vevery year. The
increase in’ rate of wages at these oil wells has been from 25 to 50 percent. . -

- The conditions of tea-garden labour ‘have béen dealt with in great dofail

" Teagardens.. -  ©lsewhere* and only a brief summary need be given here.
AR 3 : The organization' of a tea. garden has always been.
‘patriarchal, with the manager at the head. “Whatéver opinions may be, advanced. .

. 38 to the possibility or desirability of bringing the conditions of garden workers " © . .The Cachar sawmills rate for unskilled labour is ‘4 anhas a ‘day};td start’
into line with modern ideas of industrial polity and of. raising wages, no general: . with, but this rises to 5} annas after a month. =~ = - S
‘complaint against the humanity, of the treatment of the coolies’ has been made.: ' : ‘ '

. - y O . oL MG cen " In tea and the other indvu_s'tries which dbtain .glabo"mf from ‘(.)lritside;,k the zum is

. Tea-garden labour s recruised from parts of other provinces where there is pressure = . .gén'erally to recruit families-—for the men are then more contented, and women and’
-on the soil. _NeW_Coohes, 1t 1s reported, are generally content with their surround--" “7.children also work., . : IR R oo

- ings. . After working a year or two they ‘do not usually want to retirn to their own . : ' e

1

~country but prefer to seftle as cultivators in Assam. R o "»‘ Aniorig OUtSide or ﬁon-orga.ntier%]i lab‘l)lil[', 3-&";-; ,elafrtl}l)»wbrkér? p?f;fess,.ldbmestic,
co ' o T T e Ry IR L . servants, there has gene een a ris e

, - 'The system of work is Dby fixed tasks, taking about 3 to 5 hours to complete, S : 3 o? froh? 50rlt 0 100 gper Ijgens;; . COI’I:SPOL c(lainlg :‘?éhy t};:gafi,g:
for.which a c@(litam,ddaﬂy rate (usually from 4'to 6 annas for a man and less: for a ... in prices, but the standard of life of the workers. has not improved. A general la-
Womm,;])l 1S pal ,tan_ which the workers can and do supplement by thika-work unless,’ * bourer getting 5 or 6 annas a day in Kamrup in 1911, could get from 10 to 12 annas

asin the recent slump, the condition of .the industry calls for curtailment. The: . “in 1921 ; in Sylhet a domestic servant who was paid Rs. 3 plus food in 1911 must be
wages are low, but the family earnings, with other: concessions, ensure the coolies a paid Rs. 6 with.food in1921. In the Khasi Hills.a skilled carpenter’s wages have
- better condition than they could expect generally in their own country. The extras ~ ' . risen from Ré.'1 to Rs. 2 per day, and a Yublic’ Works Departmént' coolie’s wagas
from -8 annas to 12 annas (male) or from 4 or 5 annas to 8 or 10 annas (female). A

‘include free housing and fuel, good water supply, free medical treatment, sick leave :
,Goa'-lgsira agricultural labourer can now get 8 annas against 6 annas'in 1911." The

w ‘_Vail_(igances'; én many cases alsp, supply of rice helow"market rates, free meals to- -
- children on i 0l : , : : . , :
: 1 on the estate, leave with half or sometimes: full pay to pregnant womeén + piece-work rates for earth workers have also risen in similar measure.. On the whole,
1t seems that casual and general labourers have suffered less from the rise in prices

= - both before and after delivery. A certain amount - of cheap oreven free land for '
than have other-food-buying classes. -

s 'O;therllébour. .

cultivation isalso available, although on an. average for the province this daes nob. :
amount to much per head of the coolie population. Medical. tredtment in the form. - : o S . : PP - e
~of medicine is generally welcomed, but going to hospital as in-patients is disliked. ' *  Although Assam sent out many thousands of combatants and non-combatants,
; oo St : - f o B the war had no appreciable egect on the supply of labour-
Lo 1o, cas g theatres ar 2% b IR Uy the man: L , e ~for the province ‘except in the ease of the coal mines,
ment _but generally nothm_g is done for the. recreation” of the . workers beyond ‘sub-- where recruitment of Makranis Pa;thgn)s and‘Gurkhgs was somewhat affected.
seriptions to pajes and festivals. Attempts. made .to introduce amusements have B R . " o e
failed : experienced planters state that they have tried but the. coolies prefer singing i -, 174. Subsidiary Table VI compares the numbers of the two sexes under different
- 2nd dancing to the tom-tom.  As'the Census Officer of Sylhet expresses it, ““-on festive: R ' -~ gooupations, while Subsidiary Table IX. gives their distri- -
-~ occasions “labourers - are given liberty to make ‘themselves merry 7 - oL S .. Dbution according to the - Industria] Oensus. . About
- T U AU R T R e RS SE 146,000 women, or nearly 30 per cent.—against 29 per cent. in 1911—of the - whole
s+ 7% Asgam Labour. Enquiry Committee, 1921-22, Report. /1 UL n A T e e T e S T LA

 In some cases travelling theatres and bioscopes are. brought in by théj;'lr'xa,hzige'-ﬁ - . Thewar

Women in industry.
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“female populatlon of the provmce are 1ecorded as) worklng at some occupatlon other

- than the usual diities of a housewife, - More thar half of these are ordinary cultivators,
.. 5 enerally they help substantlallv in- worl\mg the

Percentage of female to male
workers :

famlly land a small number only bemg returned as farm ‘

—_— 1921, | 1911, | "
. — J servants and ﬁeld labourers ‘more than a quarter of the
A 'occupatiohs; s | o] - o
Tea - ga| 97|’ to’ral are engaved in the tea 1ndustry the rest are d1str1- A
> QOrdlnary cultl— 38 37
mines ‘and oil-| 24| 20" huted over the hand101afts, trade, professmn pastme
Texglles 2,116 | 1,535
Pona > gerlgfall» e lahour and unpmductlve 1ndustr1es In the statement i
Jlabourers;:

Basket, mat{ma 59| 208 ,1nset the te\tlle worhels plOpOI‘thIl of women to men 1s
king; thatch- B et :

coramics .| sa| 1zs] very high because of the numhel of woman h'tndloom wea-
“Trade. : 35 42 -
Professions a"d LB A vers 1n Manlpm and beeause most male weavels in the .

. arts, T : k
Unproductlve . 118 130

_ provmce have now returned themselves as: cult1vat01s

. The high pe1centa0*e of female workers on tea 0'aldens will ‘be notlced at once:
Practlcally all women of working age on the gardens w01k In fact they have to do:
5o, for it is thefamily earnings and uot only the man’s which: support the téa cpolie’s:

«famﬂy It Dbas been pointed out ‘in‘ some " quarters that this is. the case.in other -,

~industries as well as tea. - The statistics ce1ta1nly support - the contentmn, but to a
very limited extent, for they show that the praportions of women' working at, 01d1na1y

. agriculture, in the mines and oil wells, orat general labour and. earth work are :far-

_ below thatof the tea gardens -In cottage industries the. proportions are. somewhat g

* higher, and here the women’s work is sometimes complementary to- the’ men 5, e g o

in mat-making, where mexi strip cane and women weave the mats.

. On the tea gardens ample consideration is shown: for the women. They Work

- generally at plucking, prunlnﬂ' and light h0e1ng and forking. As a rule, they earn
about three-fourths of a man’s wages but in the plucking season they often get a good”

' deal more than men. In addition to the pregnancy benefits already noted, there is often.

a system of boaus payments for each child born and living at six ‘months orva year--,

old. - On some gardens and at Digboi oil wells midwives ‘are paid by the managemeiit,
and med1cal help is ngen if asked for, thouﬂ'h this is rarely wanted in mate1n1ty
cases, : .
- A.t the coal mlnes and oil- wells women  are employed mostly in load carlymo
At BorJan colliery, for instarice, -men ob]ect to- theu women folk o'omg down the

niines, and the management do not encourage ‘it. . f : _ -
" Women are not 1eplacmcr men in any industry. . Sometlmes however the gentler

sex excels, as for 1nstance in weavmg, transplantlnv nce, pluckmm tea and CllI‘lllm P

|

fish, : : gR
In the unproductlve order there i is an excess of women over men, for thls 1ncludes
beaoals, vagrants, prostitutes and procurers.. . I fear that the figures in the last named -
group (4 males and 675 females) make the pmvmce out- to’ be rather more vntuous

- than'it really is. ,
 Tn hill districts, women woxk even more freely than m the plalns Cultlvatlon

weaving and load carrying are the common occupations. In the Khas1 and Ja1nt1a _"

Hills, women earn 12 annas a day carrylns.' loads. ; N
Tradmrr by women is venelallv looked down upon unless sanctloned by caste
rnlés or customs. Fish selhno continues to be an occupation of both sexes, but its
practice by women has been 1rterdlcted in many plages by the Nadiyal and Kaibartta. -
caste leaders »in consequence there is a fall in the number of women ‘returned under,
this trade. Married and widowed Manipuri women sell cloth in ' the.Surma Valley. v
In ‘most districts elderly women of the low!er local castes and of . foreign coolie: castes. ,
do ‘petty huckstering in such articles - as” vegetables ‘and mzscellaneous goods:
TIn the Khasi Hills women trade in various goods and also keep tea - stalls in places -
- In- Sadiya bazar- Nepalese: women  sell. mlscellaneous goods and. tea ina few petty
’ shops, ‘where youth and beauty are said to attract customers.

‘Generally thele is a tendeney- abroad in  the: plams d1str1cts to restrlct ‘Wwomen - :

from working or trading outside. the’ house. ‘Comparisoni of somé lof the . percentao-es
_1n the statement above Jllustrates this." But the ﬁgures of occupatmn are welghted

H _"\'»
. .

I

RN l lndustry and caste."
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heavily,!zin:additiontto~th‘e textiles, by the numbers employed in tea and ordinary
- cultivation, where the. restrictions have not applied seriously so far ; hence, in'spite
- of the fall in the general 'sex-ratio (Chapter VI), the proportion of women to men

Worklng in all occupatlons taken ' together is- almost statlonary The tables show a.-

. slight rise, but this is accounted. for by the entry of l\af’a H1lls Women cultlvators B

ithese ‘Were wrongly classed as dependants in 1911,
~ Fish sellmg is the most promment instance of. restmctlon hut in the Surma Valley’ .

1t is reported also that, women of th¢. Namasudra;, Ratni-and Mali’ castes. are not
-« allowed to work in the fields so freely as before, and a movement by  the: Manlpurlsk \
- to stop - théir women gomg to market was also started in Cachar.:: One or two Deputy

Commissioners of tea' districts have reported: a tendency among garden coolies also

. to stop their women warking ,when thesmen are earning. enough by themselves

|
Aoam, Assamese WldOWS sometlmes weave for salc whele marued and unmauled

"ones do rot.” It may be hoped that ' ‘all these " indications point more fo a ‘feeling

‘of shame anong the men, that they should be thought unable to work sufficiently
~hard " to support their women folk, thax to any other 1eason such as the occupatlons -

themselves being cons1dered degradmo: , oy LiE LR EE

1‘75 Chﬂdren are employed in most industries when they reach an age at whlch o

their work begins to be of any profit. - Suhsnlxaly Table
» IX shows the proportion of children employed - to ‘adults.
Thouc'h wages are small, work is generally- healthy and children are not sweated—
except pelhaps in someé cases of domestic service—and in the present . educational
/.and economic state-of the- province the effect on the children appears to be good.
"\Z[any childran- do not care for school,- even when schools - are provided, and. then
mtelhgence is doveloped by hght work at the most impressionable ages.

! In, éultivating families boys begin' “to tend cattle from about 7 years old and
learn to plough at 10 or 11. Girls help in weaving at home. On tea gardens
children begin at about the age of 8 and are ‘employed on work such as insects

Ch|ldren in mdustry .

- fgatheung, weedmo' and llnht forkmv ‘or in the- tea house, usually for3 or. 4. hours
B 1n the .morning and sometlmes for 3 or 3 in the afternoon ’

CAt the 011 -refineries chlldren 'v01k longer hours, from 7. to 12 oelock in the
forenoon and 1 to5 in the. afternoon, soldering tins. ‘In, the mines they work -
regularly from 14 yeirs onwards, doing the standard: hours of ‘the older people
~ but having a rést interval ; they do mud-plastering and otker light work and are also -
used as messengers, " Their wages in all industries vary from one-third to five- -eighths
of those earned by adults. In the Borjan colliery there are only 6 chlldlen at w01k
so that there is ev:dently no forcing by the management. ,

Boys in domestic service get from Rs. 2 to Rs. 8% month w1th free food, Where
“an adult may earn Rs. 6 or Rs. 8 with the same cancession. :

1'76 In Imperlal Table XXI the occupatlons returned by membels of celtam :
« * castes are set out  for comparison with the total numhels '
of the castes and their traditional occupations. -

. The proportlons returning: theii traditional callings are ususally y very low: except -
_ in'the case of cultivators. Thus we find that of’ 9715 working Nadiyals (i.e., the

“rémnant who did not -adopt another ‘caste name) only 2,225 returned ﬁshlng or
fish trading as their chief means of livelihood : nearly all the rest were entered as
cultlvators, ‘although 1,482 of these had fishing as a subsnhary occupation., = »

Of 61,000 working Yogis about 3,600 had weaving as principal ‘and 3 400 as

~ subsidiary occupatlon.S The great ma]orlty of the rest come under cultivation.

The Kewats  are an’ exceptlon ; ;about 80 pe1 cent -of the 43 000 wquers.'

- are returned ¢ as ﬁshermen :
‘The same tendency to ahandon tradltlonal callings such as ﬁshlnﬁP goldsmlthy, i

pottery, labour and scavenging, which are looked down on by the hlgher casies or

. classes, continues everywhere, and among hoth Hindus and \duhammadans The

Yogis have more often abandoned weaving . because cultivation is found to. be

" 'more paymo' Brahmans also have largely ‘abandoned 1cllg10us work as it-is.not

lucrative.” Some Brahmans fvom D1b1uﬂarh f01 example, have gone to learn agnculture :
and even tanning. '

~ From North Sylhet the Oensus Oﬁicer notes that some Halwa Dases or Mahlsyas
are g"lvmg up cultivation for . carpentry ; this movement however .is too small - to-
appear m the stat1stlcs In some cases in the Brahmaputra Valley those who take up
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- backed often by the Manager.
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; Jhandlcrafts in plaee of eulhvatlon are. rather looked down on by the1r caste fellows, o

- e.g., in-the case of Kalitas working as® goldsmiths. or blacksmiths :
- this is not the case when men of - eu1t1vat1ng castes become clerks.

‘ needlesq to‘ sa,y,

' On the tea ‘gardens and among the rest of the small’ mdustua.l populatlon of the
provmce, there is generally some loosening ot caste rules and customs for accommoda-."

" tion to present conditions of life.
*enforced on gardens or in factories by the panchayat and sm‘dn/s

Rules, however, do survive, and caste dlsclplme is- .
where necessary, -

as for mstanee in inter-caste disputes, the religious heads sett;le matters, aided ‘or -

called in for the panohayat

(vm) Economw condztwn qf tke people

Famlly budgets.

tion' of the plains people is living below the comfort. ling,
may. be different—climatic, tempemmental of economic—in different ~parts of the
. province and sections of ‘the people.
information by means of ‘domestic budgets.

‘of them has shown
formation of any estimate “of the extent of poverty ‘and  the standarl of-life.

In Appendlx F, 1 have printed a few typical specimens which may give some -
Any attemptat

idea of the income and expenses of several different kinds of family.

Outaldels, unless they are settled ex- coohes are not *

‘Attempts werz made at the -census to colléct -
“About 400 such budgets were collected
from different classes of workers inj all districts, but unfmtuna,tely examination® -
such great vanaﬁbns that they are of little ‘use for the.

1'77 In earher chapters of this report the bearing of the economic’ state of the

people on population gwwth and other matters has’ been.
- mentioned. There is no doubt that a considerable pmpor-
although the causes.

averaging or calgulating proportions of income spent on different ob]ects by different

‘classes is out of the questxon for such work much more intensive ¢ enqumes over. smaller
areas would be necessary. SR :

Enquiring officers were asked to state the number of days Worked in the year, as

| ‘well as the numbe1 of workers, but this was not done in all cases. They were also

* asked to estimate the proportions ‘of the populationliving greatly above and greatly B
below the average standard. The answers vary greatly, Where they have been vlveni

at all, and itis scaleely worth while quoting them.

Certain points, however, do emerge by a 0‘81181&1 scrutlny of all the budoets sent !
I‘or instance, a very large number show. /-
"loans on the income side, and this is often’ the case even when old loans are still out-
Many of the budgets are made to balance only by loans, and many do’
this ‘may of coarse be  due in many cases .to the fact that -
~ cultivators and other workers do not keep accounts and sometimes cannot remember
Bub: 1{; i
must also be due’in many cases to real poverty, and the Tack of luxury 1evealed on

"in and from the accompanying lepmts

‘standing.
not balance at ali :

their income and expendifure for a week—far less fora monthor'a year.

‘the expendlture side in many cases confirms this. =~ = ° .

1t will be noticed that the coal -miner’s budget, No: 11 bala.nces and mcludes:’*"
several comforts which can be bouOht with gootl - pay,-—but the pay is ealned by 3

. 'Vorhels in the fa.mlly

The tea-garden coohe 's monthly budoet No. 5, also bmlanees, Wlth less of lu‘mry o

than the coal miner 's—but “here also both than and woman work.

¢ Tho Sylhet. clelk’s budget, No. 15, is an instance of how an extlemely economlcal-

~small middle-class family can hve on Rs. 30 a month,—but there is little money for’
anything but bare necessities.  The Nowgong - m1dd1e class family, No. 16, onthe

other hand, does not balance its budget, on Rs. 68 a-month pay, buf here there is- no e

stinting of comfort, and the number of members is double'of the Sylhet family’s.

- Another point shown in the budvets is the small cost™ of salt.: From the - obJect- S
jons which-are raised to- the salt tax it might be supposed that salt was a costly iter.: =

~ Noverthless in very few budgets does the tutal expenditure -on salt exceed ‘1 anna a
month per head, and in many cases it isin:th’ region of 8 annas a year per head:

In the hills, families are o-enela.lly self-contained. and. on the average hve 'far i
Ing -
no hill district is there any considerable proportion usually below ‘the poverty :line. -
On. the other hand, if crops fail; hill villages may - live in want for a year and

more in comfort , with fewer outside needs, than do the pesple of the plams

‘have to.supplement their scanty stock of rice by eatmg 3 1pg1e roots -as has been the:_ o

 case recently in some Lusha1 vﬂlac'es R e PR

. /, '
: }total amount of dnect taxes, central, provincial and’ local borne -by the people of -

S PAXATION, <Y S 181

Ta.xes cannot be said to be heavy Thele is very little: 1nd1rect ta,xatlon The
Assam (excluding’ Manlpm) last year was about Rs. 124

T‘*"at'°" o - lakhs, as shown in theé provincial budget statement ; this

o W01ks out at an average annual taxation total of about Rs. 7-12 per household, or one

i rupee ten annas per head of the population.

- imported. cloth and yarn'in this estimate : if this be done the. household ﬁgure may go
\_to Rs 10 or moré and the individual average to over Rs. 2 per annum. .

. The a.verage income of the people cannot be estimated with any ‘exactitude in-

o Av@rage thcome. terms of money in an agricultural country. - By a rough

s " “calculation from the outtums of crops grown and the other
'produotlons of the provmce in 1921-22, with the prices prevailing at the prinecipal marts, '
.- it might be estimated at the equivalent of abéut Rs. 56 per head per annum, but in any-

~+ ‘case-the cultivators who form the great bulk of:the populatlon are less depend ent on -
* IONEy Tates than on the amount of outturn of rice and other crops for:their food
- sopply. In Appendix G I have shown the calculatlon Where I have made estimates -

(i.6.,.in cases-other than those of principal crops whose ontturn: is estimated> by the-

Director of Agriculture), I Thave put them at an extremely low figure for safety ;

* " but perhaps few will deny that the values of cloth, silk, fish and ot:her ‘secondary

. products of the province are always a good deal greater. than the sums T have moted.

It must neyer be forgotten, howevel that the cultwatms have actually no such

',_money mcome as shown then income is. mamly pmauce <

.
'-§5 . !
i

T hayve nct included the latest dutles on.
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7. Hides, Skins, Hard Materlals, etc L RO ENES U IOCES TR 1) N AR 11 : VIII -—Pnomssmns AND LiBEran An'rs Cee | 128 - 46 87 . 63
8. Wood - ; el 4B e a7 T 48 -7 e : o B R N
. 9. Metals - s IR PR 13 S B 48 BT R T X Rellglon B TS .t 67 23 841 - @6
10. Ceramies - . e 79 o011 B8 L4z - 41, Law e e o [ 8 2 27 78
11. Chemical Products properly 50 called, etc I 3| L~ 481 . 52 - o 48, Medicine e e T e 16 6 88 | G2
s+ 12. Food Industries el 28} 16 <64 )5 36 . 49, Instruction L 201 - 91 44| 58
_ 13. Industries of the dress a.nd the Toileb ..o | = 42 . 20 47 ) 53 . ¢ ~-B0. Letter and sciences e e 2 6 49 | 'B1
14, Furniture Industries - ... B S | A I 30 | 70 s : : ‘ . . e ' R
* 15. Building-Industries STy 8l a8 sl . D.—MISCELLANEQUS e R09 | 132| - e3|. 3y

]
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- 16. Construction and Meaus of Transport 1y ol 47T 0 B8 v
17. Production and transmission of Physical |- v, S SR £ E - N Ll , : ’ . : o . ) : .
Forces (heat, light, electricity, ete) o R o T ] o . IX —(51) PERSONS LIVING ON THEIR INCOME 5 2l 88 | - 62

18. Other Mlscellaneous and undeﬁned Indus-'y e 11 45 11 F wo : S | _
tnes . ' : AN R SRS IR B —-(52) DOMESTICSERVICE e o e | 65| - 46 71 .99

S

’—Tnmspom; " e o Ce9l ez 28 : XI —(58) INsnpncrmerY DESCRIBED OGCUPATION BT 81 B4 46
90, Transport by water TP A PPN - SR £ B SRR B RPN ) XII UNPHODUCHVE e e L8258 - 65 85-
21. Trausport by road . e ‘ ; B3 |- 851" . . 67 o83 : R 5 e :
22, Transport by rail’ ’ o180 100 . 5941 L 54: Tnmates of jails, ote.” S e K:! L4 ©100 | :
23. Post Office, Teleoraph Telephone servxces e 8 ae ] B S0 Bba ‘Beggars, -Vagrants, Prostitutes L., T8 - 49 63 8T
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. ' o .Dzstrz&ntzon by occupatwn i natuml dwzswn.:
/ . ' Numbé ‘per mille: of totali,poj)u‘lat.i‘én’i.'
e : supported in . .o
-Qceupation, T - —— =
PR * Brahma¢ |, Surma . |. Hills: -
| putra Valley.} ~ Valley, | . S
| ALL OOCUPATION,, AR | 2,000 1,000 1,000
- .A——PRODUCTIOI\T OF RAW MATERIALS S N 908 879 S92’ ,
o I'—-EXPLOITATIO‘I OF ANIMALS;AND VEGETATIO\}' : B " 906 ‘ ;‘37/9 Lo 896
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ARTS - . ‘ S RS : o : ‘ / /
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Dzstmbutwn of tlm qgrzc.tltuml industrial, commercial and prafesszonai populataon in Natural
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* -, AGRICULTURE. _ IxpUsTRY (INCLUDING Mxm:s)
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e Number per mille who are;pmiallyTaériculturists‘;
b OccupatIon. | ’ — _ I ’ I NS ; i _ - |
i Povas, | Bobmt | fame |
1 . 2 3 4 - 5 o
ALL ocovrarIoNs - .. .| o sm| TR 8 . B
A—PRODUCTION ov RAW MATERIALS Cooee| o Tes| v 12
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-D—MISGELLANEOUS e 99} . 17 o et 3‘3";’.‘\‘, :
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' SUBSIDIARY TABLE V -
Occupatums cOmbmed wztlz agrzculmre (where agrzculture is the prmczpal occupatwn)
: . Landlords (Bent-receivers). : ’ Cn!tfmtoxs (Rent-xzayers). Farm serraxrts and field labourers}
3 " N % B > .
- R T No, per : No. per - PN . - No, per
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o i |- follow it. e . . follow it, follow it.
1 2 3 4 5 6.
R , . !f.’-{t 1 -~ . - R . ; .
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S ,Occupatzons of females by mb classcs and selected orders and groups : -
' | Number of Q;’ctualrwquers '
G;?;lp V(A)écupation. - o : ' —_— fNe;lnrgﬁe: p(:af', ;
' . Males. | Females. 1090 males,

1 2 3 4 5
Total -~ .. = .. e e 2,541,027 1,145,771 . 451
'A—PRODUCTION OF RAW MATERIALS ... | 2,025,136 | 1,011,820 | 485

- L—ExPLOTTATION OF ANTMALS AND vmén_mnok 2,218,746 1 ,010,280 455
1.—Pasiurs and aﬁz"culture B v L 2,194,456 1,007,46%‘ ' - 459
| (@) Ordinary Oultivation., = " .y . .. 1,814675| 680,504 | . 875
1 | Tneome from rent of agncultural Ia.nd : dee 28,107 2,986 | . 106
2 | Ordinary cuoltivators . - O el L7217,731) 650,369 1 0 8767 /.
. 4 Fal‘m servants venl e . aee . sew 3,315 ' . 817 ! Y 2476 ;:
| 5| Fedlabourers ..o v 51,931 | 7 26,382 [© 507 .
L ()- Growers of spec1a1 products and market S (IR I
gaudemng e we | 345,188 | 323,328 | 937 -
6| Tea, coﬁee, cmchona, rubber and indigo plantatlons . 335,986 315,838 940
7 | Fruit, flower, vegetable betel vine, areca-nut, . ete., 9,202 - 7,490 814 -
STOWers. ‘ B SR
(G) I‘Ol'eﬁtl'y . EEITIEN . _... . »l..h : 4’ 2,7545 247 ,4 90'
9. Wood cutters, ﬁre-wood catechu, rubber, etc collectors » '1,7_28’ ® 247 B 'a"f'%14,3
. and charcoal burners : R LTy
(d) Raising of farm stock S .| 81,6667 - 2,939 93 " =

11 | Cattle and buffalo brecders and kecpers “oqas|oo.oeer| o _1es

12 | Sheep, goat and pig breeders = - 657+ 104 oo 21588

14 Herdsmen, ghepherd, goatherds, ete 28,580 |. . 1,908 ‘ 81, .

(e) Raising of sma}l animals - G e s s 2,618
15 | Birds, bees, eto, | 80| m|  sss.
16 | Silk worms - . 43 - 883~ 8,907
0, —Fishing and Hunting 4000 | gs14| e
17 | Fishing , 24,198 | - 2,767 115
© 18 | Hunting . - 162 47 290 -

) T Co

| II:—-'—EXP'LOI'TATIONIVOF I\IiNE#ALs. s v 6,390‘ 1,540. 3 241
8.—Ilines 6031 1441 239‘ e

19 | Coal mimes ... h.o .l 4360 ¢ 94| 219

20 | Peiroleum wells . - e e CLET0 | . 487 ’,’4_29"

4 — Qwarnc& qf /zard roc]s 303 : 15 : 50 : :
Se—altycte. . [ R 82| 500

‘ v;‘s»m?’slﬁmny L'msmsj S

o

SUBSIDIARY TA BLE VI
Occupaz‘wns qf femalés 6y sub—clas&e&, and selectecl orders aml groups——contmued -
B RO oL Number of aotual workers. . -
g o b e
BRI ’  Males. | Females. 1,000 ?Dale‘s’
Rt N 3 4 5
© B, —'PREPé\RATION AND. SUPRLY OF “MATE- 194 827- 98,620 |, 506
: - RIAL SUBSTA’\ICES . R BT S
III —INDUsTRY L e 55 74-2 62421 (0 1,120
| O—Tesiites e g9 €0, 191 21, 164
| Cotton spinming * 1, 0 i | 4y 61,662
| Cotton’ sizing and weaving ... ... 1,594 | 32 947 ~0 669
*| Jute epinning, pressing and weawng Cadbd .70 '385 5' 500
| Rope, twine and string ) 81- 484 | . 75,975
| Silk spinners ' i 2371 118,500
Silk weavers ..., 49‘ 289 [ .5 898
3 -Lace, crepe embrolderles descnbed textile mdustnes . oA 1,047 261 750 )
7——Hules,}skuzs and lmrd matermls ffom ammal RERRENE /=28 BE -~ 44
N oy Kingdome . : S s ST .
L ) S—Woaﬂf Pt e T 'j, RRERTN 16',390‘ 4198 |- 266
" 43| Sawyers S : 8630 | es1| 188
Sy 45 Basket makers and other mdustrles of Woody ma.tenals, ) '5 557 C3R82 591
RER "\ .incliding leaves and thatchiers and bullders working | N ER L
RN ‘with bamboo, reeds or. sumlar mat;erxals IR A B SR
Bl 9.—Metals ) .- ',,4,319_ ‘ 7 18
Bl 0.—Coramies T W 47| 3950 836
;' B 55 Potters and ea.rthen plpe and bowl makers o ' 8,096 5,768 967
s 11 —Cﬁemwal yroclncts praperl / 80 called ancl analo- e 283 o 335
et Y gous. ‘ N
61 Ma.nufacbure and reﬁmng of vegetable 0115 o 779 f o 2097 - 268
G 12—-—]’00d mdustry e 8818 108161 4672
£ ’65 ‘Rlce pounders and’ huskers and ﬁour grmders '; N ‘49‘6 9,046 1_8,238
T Bt —Industries of dress and the toilet | 13836 |7 1866 135
E ‘79 'Other ‘indastries pertmmna- to dress, gloves, socka,~ 7 2n8 : 311’ 1,205
| gaiters, belts, buttons, umbrellas, canes, ete. - SR T 1
- 80 Wa.slnng, clea.nmg and dyeing = .. 2,652 | 930 |- 364
‘j. : 14, —-—ﬁzmnture zntlustnes '.‘.".' , .‘ EIREE ,”128 , A '84 056
;15 —Bmldmg mclustrzes e e ;._-7 3 ‘ | £ 2,332 | Cg0f 99 R
89 | Builders (other than - buildings made of bamboo or| 110 62 564
"7l similar materials), painters, decorators of houses, tllers, RN -
- e plumbers; ete. .- L R 2
CRE I T ——-Otber mzscellaneous and mqu/' ined zmlustnes et 7,884 . 702 8
S IV -—-TRANSPORT L e A LS 45,}36 7 3,771 7 .84 &
o ""O'—Tansport bJ water . e 10,148; | & 1“36{' ; s
B 5! —Trans])art Byroad e e | 248261 3,249 131 -
117 Porters and messengelsfi e e -""\'/44,723 _ 1,723 ; 1365: :
1l "2 -—-Tmnsport 6y mzl Ry Tene 7,908 46| 61
'.ifA‘:,,. sl T T el ,‘7'14,4;,-3'4' Lot : . ' 1 ;"‘
: & ;
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI

Lt

%,

OCcu_patwns of females b / sub—classcs, and .gelected orders and groups—-—contmued

Group -

3 . Occupation,

S B

*| Number of actual workers,

.Numberof (B
‘|- females per ;.

o Ne. . — 11,000 males.
. Males. ‘| - Females.’ R
‘1 2 3 4 5 ’
VeTmave e e T ueT t il esese | s2487 $15 0,
24, —-Banks, estabhskments of credct, exckan_qe and 1578 ¢ 342 o 217
L msurance o ' T R
26— Teaites L 6,555 | 6194, s
| 28— Trade in wood el | 11 1292 vers
: - 80, --Trade in pottery, brzcks and hlea - #1684 16'4 : “391' LY
: 3L —-Trade m cﬁemzcal products b \\ | S 6""’ ' 2249 o 5?42
| 33.—Other trade in food stufs e | 63,260 19 91| e )
E 134 Sellers of c'«'veetmeats, sugar, gur and molasses ' 80‘0 152 o 1_96; & ‘7 ,
‘135 Cardamon, betel leaf; veo'etablea, fruit a.nd areca-nut 44 608 44 012 % . 8717 .
: sellers. PR ‘ P S
,3136 Grain and pulse dealers S T 7 058 5, 212 788
137 | Tobacco, opium, ganja, ete., ‘séllers 702‘ ”144-_ 206
- 138 | Dealers in sheep, goats a.nd pigs 123 28| .. cR28s
139: Dealers in hay, | grass. a.nd fodder S 42 114 ,“,'.262 S
34— Trade i cloﬂzmy and tmlet artwles o , do4| 29| e72
- 83, —zmde mfurmtm . ;.._.\ e el 2965y '7s3| ., 898
]41 Trade in furniture; ca,rpets curtains and beddmg o 879 | 186 | - 491 j P
142 | Hardware, cooking utensils, procelam, crockery, glaes- 1,586 597 © 2376
BN ware, bottle:, art;xcles for gardemng, ete. Tl T T
26 —dee in bmldmg materzals !
B . SRR ’!‘J, . . vr," . . ‘ -
Trade in hmldma' materxa,ls other than bneks, tiles and’ 195 91| 467, ' -
woody* ma,tenals (stone, plaster, cement, sand thatch e o SRR T
etc) B - ' A L . S : l .
37. ——Trade tn méam‘of transport . e 1,387 91y . 66 -
i 38 ——-Zrade mfuel : ' : .,: .
l lDealers in ﬁrewood eharcoal cowdung, etc) o 5‘679‘ o 196 o 344 f
s |89 -—Tmcle n articlés of Zua:ury and tkose pertammg 2,609 g0 | 842 |
’ ‘ to Zetters an(l the aota and sczences EE S .
149 | Dealers in common bangles, bead necklaces, fans, small o 2574 | . 951» ;369“:7 "
e mtlcles, toys, hunting and ﬁslunv t.a.exle:, ﬂowers, etc PR RARNE o RS
, 40. —-Trade of otﬁer sorts Lo vy B '(",253 o "1,'8‘6'2} o 257
" 152 | General store keepers aud shopkeepers othermse 6,785 ‘l.'-‘1-,1i">2 - 168 ‘
" (- unspecified. | i 0 PRI RN BRI
153 Itmerant tradels, pedlars, hawLers, etc T 182 . 719 218,951
C. —-I"ubhc Admlnlstrafmn and hheral arts POEA I 419,375, 1,883 , . 38" s
VH *'ORDER 45) -Pumc ADmmsmmov : U -7UT B L B I

: IX ——(ORDEI{. ol)—Panows LIVING ON mem wconm

1240 |

= 105"

% SUDSIDIARY TABLES,. . ' T
Yo SUBSIDIARY TABLE VL
Ocpupattons of fﬂmales 6y sub classes, arzd selpcted arderc and groups-—concluded
8 ’ . ; TR T S O SR ’Nnmber'lbflectuel’ivorlxers. Sl
G'1'0‘1P RERR I - [Occupation, g ' - - Number = of
SN it e o el T TR v females ' per-.
e . . ; 'Meles. _I'Fehmles.‘ 1,000 males.
1 2 B B 5
i ‘ 1/ E P : i : : I
: VIII —-Pnomssmns un LIBERAL ARTS- S 34 725 1,803 52
BT ——Relrgzon o R L | 17230 737 43
| 8—Medivine o T | apes| aw| w0
: " ‘1'7"42*' :dewwes, vaccmators, compounders, nuraes, ma.s<eure, 1,041 [ | 225? o - 216 .
] et ‘ i S
| m —Instructwn T - 6s80| - s6| 8
oo D, -——MISGELLANIEOUS oy .. | 71,689 83439 . 466

7 v (Proprxetors other bhan of avncultural lanﬂ fuud a.nd
AR E scholarsh1p holders and penswners) : L = ‘
o i. 5 ‘—-(ORDER. 52)—Doums*r1c SEavxcn S 2 29,101 7,79(1 268~'
',;-18415 tCooks, water-carners, doorkeepers, watchmen and other :-27,26_15 n R ‘7,78‘1" 285
b m-déor servants, .- A - o :
: XI —(ORDER 53)-——INSUFFIGIENTLY neccmm«:n occr-’ ;~
[l : PATIONS : 7 ‘ ‘
Lok ,,((‘eneral term, Wlnch do not mdxcate a’ deﬁmte occupa- - 2L703 | 2,803 | - 138
Sipw iy tom). : S SR RN D
- 187 [ Labourers and wor Lmen othermso unspeclﬁed Cave 2,920 . 1,961 672 .
A A T v 9 l: C S
S XL —UNPRODUCTIVE 19,645 22,650 - 1,153
g 55 -—.Begyars, wgmnta, prostatutes ' ‘ '16,476 ' 22 019‘ 1;36'7
189 Beuoarﬁ, vagrants, wﬂ;ches wxzards etc L] 18,472 21,844{ 1,826
-~ 190, /Procurers and pros’cxtutes b T e 4- 675 | 1,868,750
R ) v
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SUBSIDIARY TA,B_JE VII

‘Selecte(l Occupatwns, ]971 1911 and 1901

o : . e L | Populetion | Popnl"ttxog PoPulat'::&l f’fr\één_tage I;ercenta:ge"
roup ' ! i ' rt of -xariation | o iation.
Fer| o Owemten sl | sumored | anppatd | of i of it
v g L A "6 7
*| L—ExvLomarrox or Axnuts: 7,138,117 |6,178,391 |5,261,582 | + 15-5' + ‘:»_‘17';'2,‘
AND VEGETATION. SRR RO L - R ,‘;
L—Pasture and agriculture | 7,078,000 b 6,077,685 | 5184087 | + 164 + 72
(@) dfdina,ry cultivation 6,088,272 5,323,380@,52%025 + 14 g + 175
1 ‘Tncome from rent of agrwul- - 106,781 i 137,106~ E '52'57'1 221  _+ 1608
.| tural land. N I o
2 | Ordinary cultivators - .| 5,825,789 5,002,771 - 4380 771 + 14: 4 +_ 16~3
4.} Farm servants PR T b 9 N I T
i : }140,793‘ s | 92, 176 658 | g
5 | Field labourers ; IO D S o - o S
(0) Growers cof speclal " 944/599 | 702,793 ».631,-259, + 344 | + 118
|- products - and market | V.o R EURte s o PRSI
gardening. SRR N Sl
:6'| Tea, coffee, cinchona,’ rubber - 918,609 675,860 | 629,907 | + 35-‘7‘:;;4.4,”- e
.| and indigo. R S TR RPN N ':g N
(c) Forestry T aa| o 4888 4,099 - 8,465 4192 + 18 3’ e
(d) Raising of falm stock 44,468 | 47,278 | 20,280 | — 50| 4 1336
11 | Cattle and buﬁalo breéders and ":141,152 -":,18",8119, . _11;086?? —— 248 ,,+{‘ 698 '
- | kecpers. EEEURE I NN R B R B B
RN RsnSmo of small a.m- ' 773 J '_135' S99 +473 — 3643
- mals ' . ST P o - o - ;
Z—Fzs/uny zmd ﬁzmtmg o ;60,‘117”, \'.‘100,7'06' 77495 R “'40;3 pOr 73()0
37 | Fishing 59,680 | 100,102 | © 77,185 | — 404 | & 897
: II-ExpLoxm'rm\' OF MINE-_ 10,552 6;5é3: - 3;495:‘ + +.61'8 + \'86',6 ,
IRALS* . ! ‘ s o ' S L ',,
s —Mmes e T 9868 | sl 2199 | . 927 ;f’+ 1329
22 4 Quarnes o/ ﬁard rocls ' 4;6'9‘ ’ . 680 o 667 : ._.310 jg
5-—Salt, cte .. V.f.:; ey ver| . 699 »-{,_7,0-2_ * 146,
IL—INDUSTRY o o | 104,674 216,624.| 200,284 | — 101 | 82
| b=Teatiles 0,097 59419 | 68,275 | — 74| + ,2-0
- 25 | Cotton gmmng, eleanmo' and‘ £ 23 46| “3,276 2 500 | — 98'6
26| Cotton spmmng e Y S TN O I
S g 45,493 | 56,295 - 53,580 | — 192 [ 4 52
7 Cotton sizing and We:wmo- e ) e o o s S -
~34 SllL spmner o aee ' PR E I IR PRI I
' : 900 | -~ 1,717 {7 - 568 | — 476
35 SllL weaver - .‘!'l - .-V-i SO e : LN L
7—Hzﬂes,’ skz}zs; angd ’ﬁt;rd ’ e 1;403 1,432 1)071 :;— 20\ | : :
materéals from the ‘(mzmal R S R PN R

- kingdom,
8.—Wood .

No—ttetats . LT

86,110 | 34099 |
10,310  »1'3248  '

28903 |-
12 022,

| 2..2.'2

- N B —Fxgures oE 1901 mnrkel with an astensk are "'PPl‘Oxlmate. T T

e

L T
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: SUBSIDIARY TABLE VIL
‘ Selected Occz‘fatzon&, 1921, 1911 and: 1901-—contmued
; . Populati P lati P lati P tag P t
Gﬁ%?p e .. Oceupation. | sul;)p:rtgclll sgg;ritlg; sgg;oz;tl:cli] of?fr?;l}a:igol ofelv‘g\erxxlaztlxi?w
R R ] in1921, ini1911.. | 'in 1901 Vin 1921-1911.} in 1911-1901.
B g 3 4 5 6 7
a9 “Workers:in- blass, cqpper and 2,274 -4,957, D &R07T ) — 541 | 4+ 178
. bell metal - S e : :
10 Oemmcs - i4,981 16,795 12,690 —— 108 + 325‘
T P . o ‘ - g )
"1 11.—OChemicai produch properlyl. © 23287 . 5426, 8446 | =~ 571 5745
.0 called ‘and analogous. = . . - e :
| 18 ——I’oadzndmtry 0414 | 193711 23965 | + 54| — 199
SR st N . Lo - . {
it Rlce pnunders and- husl\u- and 14251 18,6377 17,721 4+ 45— 980
‘ * flour grinders.. - : :
. 13.— Industries of dress aml tke ’ 33569 | 36',’0.90 32,'256' — 75 + 119
tozlet : o o o e o
& 14~.’—-qu7_'7;@£159'¢[,’ industries . 715 78| 80‘- -+ 879 - 88
S 1‘5.-;-Biiz'l(liﬁ]q ina’zlstm'es e 5’372 5,958 |- 7,055 400 ot ,27.0
lv—Constmctwn of means of | - 1071 640 2,-122,‘ +673 | _69§
o lraﬂ.?port Y S e
93 1 17. ——-l’zoductzon and transmis- t : ""32‘_ V, ‘4 1 , +700 +300°
LT sdoa of pﬁyszcal Jorces | . 1 : .
' heat, light,. electrw?{_/, ,
i‘ motive power, ete. . ‘ ;
18.—Other . Mzscellaneous andafy 19,272 | ¢ ‘91,139 119098 8| - 110
undq/'ne(l Indus. ries. R ‘ R i -
| 1V Trangrons.. | 79,484 | 76,600 |- 69,636 - +37| +100
| 20 Transport by water 18120 | 93841 | 13692 | —239| 4 741
L 2]—-—Tra;zspo;tb/ road - ‘ 42,145 ‘"34,253 92,628 C+23 | 4 514
21, Tmmport by radl D 14207 | 13dnr |t 80044 | w61 | — 53
| ¥—Trave. s | 268,371 244,558 | 247462 | 49T — 12
121 | 24.—Bants, eslablz.s/a,nent of:| 4722, 6408 |- 8015 | —263.| 41195
. eredit, exchanges  and | - R o « . .
S In.su'rance.’, . . . ,
122 | 25.— Brokerage, commegsion and 390 413 762 +42:9 —_ ;45'8
_ “export. N R
198 | 26.—Trade in tmz'ze 21,099 | 15828 11,993 | 4377 | + 955
,1'2_4":.‘27_.%4@ in shins, Zﬂatﬁer, and): 7064|8049 | 5108 —129] 4 57
ﬁl7é‘ /A ) - ‘ : vf{} '77 - ‘ »
125 2.8.-—.Trazle ba wood. 6066: . 3p19:| 3698 kved|i_ 29
1126, 29.—Trade in metals - 2454 | 659 | < 192| +ored | 12432
127 30. -—-Yrade tn pntterg/, 612013 984 '3,2081 -L 08,805 —79d —- 453
ISR an(’ttles' ' ’ , e S
128 | 81 Trade in chemical pradqczs o tos| 1. 8624 56| o020
| :?:2.?4—0&;"433, restaurans, ete. .. | Rl 1921 2048 — 78| — 62
3 .N B—Fxgnres of 1901 marked mthanastensk are appronmate E .
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SUBSIDIARY BABLE VIL R . " SUBSIDIARY TARLE VIIL
 Selected Occupations, 1921, 1911 and 1901—-concluded 3 (1) Number ofﬁers"”‘g emﬂoyei o the 18¢4 March 1921 on lewa/: Departme’nt
: , Populatlon Populatlon Populatlon : Percentage Pexéeﬁtﬂge ._: Slass of ‘perso loyed. - Europeans. T :
Group , pation. ted rted - d. | of variation | of variation -ass ol persons employed. o and, Iadians.. Remarks,
No. o Coenpetion. Whoer. | “mhor. | “iiooL [in Sfﬁﬁ?ﬁ fu fffialé’é’l S Anglo-Indians. i
1 2 3 4 5 6. 7 A 2 3 4
. . y . , * ‘ . R - <
A Y ‘ ~ g ;o Ral
| 33.—Othor trade in food siufis | 153,820 | 163089 | 165415 | 4124 | — 14, TOTAL PERSONS LMIPVIS%YYSED 127 15,115
181 | Fish dealers ... 77,939 | 60,234 77,552 +29d ) — 228 - Persons directly employed Cp . 127 \ 159%6
133 | Sellers of milk, butter, g/tee, 15,006 | -. 11,043 6,614% +359 + 670 3 “Officers ! ‘ 3'2‘ 3 4
O‘ﬂtﬂ')’: ges. , SRR M - c PR ", Subordlnates dra.wmo more than Rs. 75 | per mensem L 76 197 ’
di—-Tmzle ii _dothing and 903 1661| - 708 |. —d456| +1346 B ol from B R ffot" B L 19 é‘z{szai&
toilet articies. . ) I . - S Persons zndzrecth/ employerl L . 4139
. : s ol - ' LA e ‘Contractors ves T .
85.—Trade ¢n furniture + 6,696 3800\ 7062 4762 — 462" Conlt;ractors reo‘ular employes . 407 .
86.—Prade in building materials| ~  557'|" 2336 |  2606:| < —762| — 104 o 3,621 e
! 37. Trade in méans»of transport 2, 55’0 ' 2,798 " 1,669¢ — -9;6'- 4684 = “(2) ’IYuméler'of persons_emﬂoyed in the Posi Oﬁce and Teleg%dpﬁ Department on 18¢% March 1921
38.—Trade in fuel N ‘1 KG” 2,594 R2,076% =319 + 250 ' : ) Tt
i Ly : ) S . St I o - + Post Office. - Telegraph Department,
39, =Trade in artecles of. luzury 7, 92.9 - 9,655 2,422 —17:0 | - +2945 P : :
“and those pertaiuing . to S ‘ SN S Class of persons em loyed. - - : . ' ;
lﬂtters ana the arts and T L ‘ g o S . / ; 5 af&l I’Xﬁegzig-s Indians. " aﬁl rﬁlﬁ;ﬁs_ " Indians Rem?. rk:.
" sciences. S : : . B . 5 Fod Indians, ’ Indmns . ' ’
40. —-—Trade of other sorts 15,007 | 17,414 | | 32,413 + 34| — 463 ;. SRR g '
VI—PusLio Fonos 17,852 | 18,885 | 19,576 | “— 55| — 35 | T Ty 2 4 s 6
41 —Army .. 852 3,122 G448 | - =734 | — 427 L Do ! . o - . =
‘ 1 - ' \ TR . ; R N TOTAL PERSONS EMPLOYED ... (4 ‘2,876 26 495
44 — Police : 17,01.9 15,763 14,128 + 7'9 N 116 ) : (l) Post and Zglggj ap/ls . C . ‘
R : : . : : Supenlsmg officers (mcludmo Proba-
‘VII— orper  "45)—Pusric | -15;906 | 15,032 | = 17,676 +: 5 8 - ‘15‘0 "+ < tionary Superintendents and Inspectors
e ADMINISTRATION. ' » _ w : K \ _' ‘of post -offices and - Assistant. and
VIIL —D'roressions anp Lipe- | 98,606 | 92,915 75,126 o+ 6 1 + 23 7 ' . Depwy Superintendents of Telegraphs
. . RAL ARTS. . R : T - T - and all-officers of hlgher' ranL than :
46, —Pel:gwn 53,410.} - 55,289 46,890 — 54| + 17 9 these} 4 11 16 1
: N S ; , : ’Postmastws, including Deputy, Assistant ~
47. —Law 6,029 5,118 | . 3,160 ) +17 8 + 62'0 ~ Sub and Branch Pustma.stexs St 1 262
‘ : e RN ER S ; ; B ’ Signalling ~ establishment including T : ‘ "
169 La,W)U'a of all kinds mcludmg 15,789 - 2,586" |- 2,064 | +46 5 + 253! . warrant. officers, - non-commissioned _
| kasis, law. ageuts and multwrs » : . D a5l ~officers, military telegraphists and’
. . . IR _ Sy other employes 10 155% « Of th
18— Medicine 13,072 | . 10,886 8,966 |  +201 + 214 ,:. ; stcellaneous agents, School masters 109 99 bels;;
: o ~ : : TR ' ) . St Station masters, ete. . . 19206 <to combined
49.—Instruction - .| 16,141 10 12,857 8,148 | - +306 + 517 - Clerks of all kinds Ll - 245t ., 19 offices.
IR R ‘ ORI : S AR -~ Postmen 673 . :
SU.—Letters and - arts: and 9854 | 9,265 7,962 + 64 4 1604 Skilled labour establishment 1nclud1ncr « .
" sciences. . : ' Ve foremen, instrument-makers, ecarpen- : !
e o . _ ,  ters, blacksmiths, . mechanics, = sub- B
IX.—(onpEr . "51)—PERsoNS.| . : ‘ e insgectors, linemen and line-riders and | :
,LIVING ON THEIR INCOME 3,538) . 3,206| 2,649} +10'4 +210 other employés 2 121
I A o i - oo R R R Unskilled labour establis hmenb mdudmtr .
X.—(orpER. . 5%}—DoxEstIC B o . N ; o line coolies, cable'guards, battetymen,
SERVICE R .| 52,1711 38,539 | , 51,050.;+ +354 | —24'5 felegraph messengers and _other em- :
P AR (N R SRS R ployés. 132 129
XI.—(orDER 53) —~INsUFFI- . S : I o ‘Road establishment eonsxsbmg of - over- S '
- CIENTLY DESCRIBED OocoupaTioNs| ~ 45,693 | - 97,701 97,175 5321 +03 . seers, - runeers, clerks and - booking
: - 4 2 A SETE R agents, boatmen, syces, coachmen, -
XIL. ——anonucnvn 65,432 | 70,883 80,632 — 7] =121 bearers and others - el o 1,086 ;
e , SRR R e ST S (2) Railway Mail Service. .
54, -—Inrrates of J'azta, Asylzmzs Coe 0 o S . i 'Super‘nsmo Officers - (including Superin- . )
"aid Alms houses : 3,293 2,25_6' ‘1,76'7 o +4569 + 277 - tendents and Inspectors of Sortmg) 1 7 N
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-, il LT T aPEENDIX,
)  APPENDIXA.- o
' ‘ _ ‘ Vital Statistics and Oé;zsusﬁg‘més." ,
( . = , (See Pﬁagrapb 23 and Sil.bs_idiary Table “beﬂ()hap. I) L ' : . ;; R \

- Tn_the ten calendar years 1911—1920 the excess of births over deaths registered in the registras -
tion “areas of the province was 60,345, while the increase in natural population - as_ recorded at the -
census for the same areas was-417,154.  The 10-year period covered by the census is slightly different L

. from the calendar decade, but this makes little difference for purposes of approximate calculations.

At the last census the difference between the “excess of births over deaths and the census natural -
increase was 348,000. This' time it is even more  (about’ 857,000) and the problem is to'-find " where -
, the error lies, or how much of it fs due to'inaccuracy in the record of “vital statistics in the aistriets:”
~ The natural ‘population found by the ‘census is the actual population less the "excess of living:
,immigrants over emigrants, f.e., it is those born in Assam and enumerated in or out of the '
province. These figures are recorded only every ten years, but' many immigrants ¢ome to the -
province between the two census dates and die bere. “Figures for these appear in neither cemsus, |
nor do” they come intothe birth - statistics. Bub they . are recorded in the death registers, and
therefore we find an unnaturally large number of deaths as compared with births,”and congequent’ -
distortion of the figures for comparison with census statistics, o ST T

- In any area suppose that D, immigrants come in the yearn and that the specific death rate i§
d, for that area. or group, d.being a fraction of'a thousand. For tes garden immigrants we have no .
exact death rate for the new arrivals in any -one period, bus we can take the general garden death -,
-rate as an approximation : in fact this will give us a lower number of deaths than should  be calculated, /-

 as the new immigrants take some time to become acclimatised. R S SR,

At-the end of one year the number of the original batch of immigrants will bs reduced by D, x4, o

.e., 1t will become D (1—g,}. At the end of the year (n+1), the second year, this number again ;-
* will be reduced by d.y1 of itself, 5.c., the number remaining will be now Du(l—du) A=daz).

Thus, after&lo yé?afs D, will be raduced to D, (l—d,,') ;(‘]—;dn+l)"‘3";0""(12‘:dn+9)'

_ Similarly, the immigrants whu came in the second year of the decade, Da4i, will -be reduced to - |
Dn+l (l“-dn-[-]) (1—dﬁ+2)-onuOu-(l—{Zn-}-Q)- - ) ) . : . o . ) AL '
The whole number of immigrants in the decade is.D=D, +Dys1+ Dass + ceseeeeiaF Doy, and”
after the ten years. this becomes Dayo (1—duts) +Dars (1—dnts) (I~@aso) FurvecoreeFovirivnnicn
-+ Do (I=ds) (1—das1) ccee(—durg)e = R T R~
- Now for the tea gardens we know from the annual immigrant’ labour returns the value of Dy, '’
Dy, etei, and dny dogr, ete.  Taking the year # to be 1911, summation of the above series—the, :
caleulations for which it would be tedious to rsproduce—shows that the fotal number of new immigrants
to the gardens'in the decade, 768,671, is reduced by death to 644,648 ; ¢.c., there are about 124,000,
deaths in this class, who do not appear in the census returns and have never been recorded in. the birth
statistics of this province. The number is, of course, only an' approximation, for some of the new
coolies will have left the gardens aft.r a year or two and become subject to a different death, rate from '
the ones we have adopted. : N S ERE R
- On the other side of the balance, we have to note those who are born in Assam and registered in
, our vital stasistics and who then leave ' the provincs and die outside it.- The “annual returns. show:
288,000 children as having left tea gardensin the ten years by transfer, desértion and discharge. !
- Not all of these leave the province, however, and not  all ‘of them were born in Assam. If we guess
the number born in Assam and going to their homes in other provinces as half of the total, or 120,000, -

f

. we might take a quarter of that number, or 30,000 as the total number dying outside and not reported - . '

tous, This 30,000 tends still further to widen the gap between the census figures and the recorded vital
statistics, ' , R e B

. Next, there is an increase in the cemsus recorded immigrants outside the tea gardens of
273,000. - The great majority of these are in the plains - districts subject to registration, . Some are
ex-garden’coolies, but the majority are Eastern Bengal and Nepalese settlers and temporary or periodic
visitors from adjoining provinces.” Supposing that these came in equal numbers every year and 'were -
subjected to death rates equal on the average to the provincial rats, we should find that about 380,000
of -these classes must have come altogether, and the total deaths among them would be about 104,000,
Of the:e only the ez-coolies who came to the tea gardens and left within the decade should be excluded .
as already dealt with above. There will not be many of these, however, since most er-coolies who -
take up Jand in the districts are old and not new men ;- these may be neglected, as balauced by thé™
gieater mortality of new garden coolies' mentioned sbove and not taken' into our calealation..  There
1s also a1 indefinite but small number of people who came from areas within the province but not
under registration and die within registration areas ; these also will swell the death entries but have no
corresponding birth entries, : T D s e T v
~In the result, we have 124,000 less 30,000 deaths among the new tea-garden immigrants and . .
about 104,000 deaths among. other immigrants for which there is- no birth entry and no census.entry
either in the last or the present census year. Thus thers should be on ‘these calcalations a difference.
of 198,000 between the vital statistics and the natural ‘population increase recorded by the census.

. Fhe actual difference (Subsidiary Table V of Chapter I) is some 857,000. The deficit of 159,000,

4.

S ' AR
. G et -~ R

- difference 178,352, against the 159,000 to be accounted for.

i ,;’,? X

* more or less, must be accounted for by inaceuracy in the record of the vital gceurrences : it may ,

2

< certainly "be less than this, if I have underestimated the mortality among new emigrants, for

instance, or overestimated that among those who -re-emigrated. - But the deficit must certainly be

- large.- The Department of Public Health' has. found ‘on testing certain areas that from 2 to 10

'per cent. 'of births and deaths are unregistered, and it is well known that births are more. often
 omitted than déaths ffom the register. Tt is true that'correétions afe made “by the testing agency,

. but the corrections are only a fraction of the total errorg.. - :

' “In the 10 years.1911-1920 there were . recorded 1,952,760, ‘births and },892;415 deaths in the
“area under consideration. “ We have only to suppose that 10 per ‘cent. of births "and 2 per cent. of
- deaths were othitted-~an - averigs of only ‘about 6 ‘per cent. of ‘occiurrénces=and the “difference is

“more than. explained. . For this would give 216,973 untecorded bitths and 88,621 such deaths—

.

X,

- The"quantitative ‘exposition T have given is of course open to question as ‘the ‘data are very
~poor, . but ‘it can scarcely be douhted that ,the great divergence ‘of the census from the vital
statistics is due to the two ‘causes .shown ‘operating together, ‘(1) deaths of .outsiders Who have come

o ‘to_the province. in- the inter-censal period and. (2) unequal ‘inaccuracy in_the vital fécord by omission
. of births more often: than deaths. - In-any ‘case it is clear that,” so0 long ‘as heavy: immigration

continues, even if accuracy improves, the vital statistics cannot be used in Assam for any caleulations

wof pppulabiop in‘inter-censal years, .

ca
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'~ Notes on certain - fronlicr tribes.¥ = - e S
1.—By Carrary G. A, Nevin, 1.2., PoLiTICAL, OFFICER, BAtiPARA FroNTIER Tracr, =~ .=
: A : P . A M o s 7

R o Thedkas, oo o)

. - e “\‘, . i e o . . : V‘“;:!:“"; <
... Divisions.—Among " the' Akas . there are two main clans - (Kutsun, Kovatsun) and - these contain”

- seyeral sub-clans.  There are strictly neither exogamous nor endogamous Jdivisiens, but social grades
.exist and one sub-clan. will not marry into auother lower (socially) clan or . sub-clun : an equal clan or.
a different tribe, e.g., Miri, will be chosen. A N T

The Khowsow and the J é.sseéow gré_' th.el {;wg]:vliig’hesti ,suB,-claﬁs_ ,' and ' ‘the‘_"chieﬁzs' _a'ré ‘Vt"akéln from ;

g )th_em. o

. The K/Zoizé..—,—,—Liﬁhg;- amongsﬁ the Akas and like them in-dress and featares (but ot in Iahg;hagé)»~

are a people called Niggiya or. Khoas. .They form a labouring ~class and . work for the’ Akas, but they
are in no. sense slaves for: they. are_paid for their work and they live in; their own.villages. There. are -

-four -sub-clans: of  the Khoas.,

[P s

System of 90v3rnment.'—-Thoﬁé‘h- thé"Aké‘s fh'a.x;é Va,c.hief or hea'dxﬁa.ii =~_for",ou‘ts’iaé:d’e:ﬂiﬁgs their -

government i3 very -demoeratic : each freeman has an equal vote and right of speech in the councils -

. “whatever. his social position.

Origin and customs—Their ‘traditions aseribe an eastern origin to the tribe; There are no.

megalithic monuments.  Stones are used for seats by the Akas. . The houses.are always, built of wood -

roughly squared an

the Daflag. E "

. Social status is shown among the 4Akas,—'as afs‘b auioxig the Daflas; b’y:th‘e s1ze of ‘ﬁhé‘iij‘hq'usjési agd}

by the amount of jewellery worn. . - - : .

d sometimes rudely carved, but not with the more elaborate carving. found among .

Natural phenomena—rbeliefs.—The sun and moon are regarded as female ind male gods respectively -

(é.g., Ane Dawin ; Ato Polo). ~They are considered ‘to have the power of peace and ‘prosperity -or -the
- reverse, so they are propitiated ‘with sacrifices. *The marking on the “moon is: thought to be a big -
pendant worn by the god.". Earthquakes are said to be caused by that very mis=hievous insect the mole’

cricket burrowing into the earth and telling the god called Phumbadege that all people - on - earth  have:

died. ' The god shakes tke earth to see if this is true : hence all ‘the - Akas shout ¢ we are -all- alive *-

when' an earthquake is felt. . == | ‘ : L R :
. An celipse is regarded as'the” result of s quarrel between ‘a god named Tsipzibhu ‘and the sun
“and moon.  This god tries to eat up

- Disposal of the dead.—The Akas bury their dead on the side, with the ‘head to the ‘north and

v he' sun and moon, and ethe phenomenon is regarded as very
- unlueky, portending war, disease or calamity. A S P

the face to the west ; the knees are bound to the chest and the hands placed just- below the - chin,
‘The corpse is. brought out from the side door—never from the main door.” Rice beer, dao and~ persondl

articles are placed by the body. = The grave is floored with planks and mats. It is then planked -over
‘and earth is put on. - A dome of split bamboo with small cotton flags on the: four sides is made to the

- north of the grave. = A post with an arm is placad, and a~ basket of rice, meat, beer, ete., is hung. on’

the arm and kept for ten days, -

the sun and moon set. Thence they ascend to heaven. ,
birth and of people dying unnatural deaths ascend direct to. heaven without undergoing any pilgrimage
under the earth. e : : N ST e N

Prysieal traits.——Thé,Akas are a Yellowish-bi'ownfi‘ace of 'décidedly‘- Moﬁ'g;ol'ian -éppe_a.mlnée. The Lo
skins of those who are habitaally exposed to the sun are quite brown, but many of the women are a -
_ very pale yellow and often have a reddish tinge on their cheeks. They are very flat-faced or: platyo- :

prosopic. - The hair, which is straight and black, is worn knotted at the top.of the head. - -
Dress.—The men’s dress consists of a coarse cotton cloth pinned with- small bamboo pins over the

- shoulder and worn round the body. This is bound with a £emarband round the waist; and forms a

short skirt to just below the kness. ~A jacket reaching to the hips is worn over the -cloth. , Sometimes
sleeves are worn, sometimes not—often the jacket is a mere blanket. - On the head is worn a pill-box

+'After-death, people go under the earth and procesd westwards until they come to. the place ’}wAhéf'd;f
But the souls of - children dying -soon “after

- hat of split bamboo, and often & plume of cock’s feathers or bamboo’ leaves. ~Cloth gaiters are -always .

worn, to protect from the dam-dim flies which abound in the hills.

Stuck_in' the belt or slung from thé shoulder is always a dao qr"swor-d;;the quiver  is' gehéra;ilyr".:

- slang round the body and the bow earried either in the hand or slang across the back.

Strings of beads toupd the neck, and a satcﬁel for betel, pipe, tobacco, steel and ﬁiﬁﬁ_ coinpiéfé the

equipment.

* Cultivation.—Sowing of seedsi‘ié done by ‘placing them separately in holes. The :'fﬁxpléﬁiénté.,

used are a small iron he and a dao.

Musical instrumenis,~A ﬁipewit}i .a"do;lblé_ barrel is played by piaéizigf to thé' :nostnils and
re is also a single pipe of the peany-whistle type in use.. Drums are of differéut

blowing ‘down it. - The

~sizes.  On festive occasions, méfhan horns are used as trampets, ~

Weapons.~~Their weapods are the bow, the spear and a short sword,” :'fher‘g' ; éré,{alvsqyi

muzzle-loading guns on which they .place great reliance.

e

* The countries of soveral of the tribes mentioned in those appendices (B, C, D) can be seen from  the colouted map at the-

bezinning of this volume, . Their habitats are shown in detail ina ‘map following the Introduction to Mr.. Mills's book onthe - ,. '

Lbotas, - . FEAED C e [
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| Thedpa Tonangs,

"' The Aya Tatangs or' Ankas live in- the valley of the Kal, a tributary  of the Ranganadi, Their

*“in the village is usually looked on as headman, * Tradition- pluces their origin in the east.

country is " a very fertile flat valley, which is under irrigation.” They are a prosperous and- industrions ,
- - people, very like Daflas in' ‘appearance but their language js different. - Their villages are very large, -
" consisting of more than 1,000 houses. (See Mr: Kerwuod’s report of 1911-12)). .- S -

R P ey ‘ : ”Ifﬁe’-.Daﬂas.k- L

o .Divisi&;zé and polity.——The Da.ﬁ;é.sf afefhardly divided into c]éméj but' certain’ sections are 'giveﬁ‘.
‘a-general name, such as-Togen, Sillung) eté. They. are divided into ‘mauny. exogamous groups called
Nyobuy, e.g., Nytung, Tana, ete, They huve no chiefs: and no ‘social precedence. -'The village is the
Zoverning unit, and every member of the community has equal rights, The' oldest and richest man- .

¢

I am sare that the practice of occasiona] polyandry mentioned by Dalton * never existed

j .among-the Daflas: in my -experience of them I never : heard- of it, and a Dafla ‘would look on the -
. practice with disgust. . . B : R L : :

.. Sun and noon—belicfs.~The sun is- ’regarded,‘as afexﬁale and the moon 'vas a male deity. . The

- sun is\the moon’s wife. - ‘The Daflas claim to be.descended: from the.sun and moon_: they call the: -

~sun ¢ mother Sun'and the moon ¢ grandfather moon’. The moon’s markings are regarded as a.°

- will contract digease... © .. . SRR e
...~ An eclipse'is caused by the God Tammiu eating up the sun or moon,

scar inflicted by the sun when she quarrelled with her husband and beat him severely. :
- Earthquakes are caused by the souls of the dead clering the juogle on the road to their last

“"abode under-the earth.. When an earthquake comes the Daflas say ¢ Listen, the earthquake is
- come, ” and then all stand.up on the spot. where they are ; if : they remain sitting _or-lying someone

",9;

owing to a quarrel about

* the moon taking a path over the place where Tammiu was buildioz bis clang. It portends grievous

two  days for children and .five days for adults.

© trouble.. - ¢ ‘ : RERRERER ‘ IR o , ~
- " “Burial customs.—Burial customs for those who dic a natiral death are similar to those of the:
* ! Akas ; but the hands/are placed on the - cheeks and the cloth round the body. The corpse:-is brought
.+, from -the ‘back 'door ‘and placed on its side, with the head ‘to the north ‘and the face to the west.:

\ .

Jot ' '

3

The rice beer, etc., hung in the basket on the arm of the post to the north of the grave are kept only” -

.. For thoge.who'die an-unnatural death, the customs are somewhat different. é.c., when death is’

‘due to a'fall, or snake-bite or to being speared- to-death, etc.- The hands are in-this case placed:
- below, the chin, and the dso and knife . carried in life are-put in the bands. .The body is put in the

grave facing south. If the dead man has kill:d a tiger or a man, the body. is buried with the head.
to the north, ‘but a dao is put inthe right hand, in ‘the belief that. the spirit of the tiger or the

. man'will ‘be' afraid 6f the dao and so will not atfack him. .~ . - L y
.- - In some sections, especially the Tagens, when a man has been killed by a. figer, the ‘body is put
. in the grave in a sitting position but a hole is left and a few hairs of the head are drawn out and _tied,
~ to a piece of the fop part of a bamboo flexed from a distance, where it is posted for the purpose.

-~ Should the hairs give way and the bamboo stand up, it is a sign of trouble to the family ; that is .

. one more man of the family may be killed by a tiger some time after.

iy .Puture Zz'fe.—r‘—_'lihe Daﬁas’ beliefs as-toa future state are similar to »_{:holsve of the Akas, 'bﬁt_ j’théy A

~ believe that there are. viilages under the earth of people who die a natural death and. villages in

* ' heaven of those who die an.uanatural death and of children and the still-born.

:,P)ay,n‘cal type.~The people are very well male and muscular,” with a “decidedly -Mongoliz;n . éast -

‘of fate.. There ig no hair on the men’s faces. They (the men) have straight hair, which they wear

drdwn forward over the head-and bound in a bunch-over the forchead with yellow strings and long’
brass pins.:-The women plait their hair and bind the plaits' round their heads in.a very. becoming
fashion. - ‘ o o B R
- - Dress.—The:men wear a rough home-made cloth tied 'on . the shoulders and wrapped - round the
body ; ‘round. the waist they wear a number of plaited cane: strings. - ‘Women have a short skirt, and
a cloth round the upper part of the body ; also many rings made of plaited cane round - their bodies;

-and a belt of mifhen skin five inches broad with several metal discs fixed on -it, Bead- necklaces are

~ - much worn.by. béth',sexﬁes, yellow and blue being the chief .colours.”. * = .

Implements and weapons.—Their system of cultivation is similar to the Akas’, buf; they »usé -d__nlf\:

. the dap and.a pointed bamboo and not the small iron hoe of the Akas.

¢ 'They have no guns. 'The weapons are'the bow and ‘arrow (with - aconite poison); .a long spear
and a long dao or sword.” They wear cane helmets, more or Jess sword-proof, and: a shield’ and’ body

armour of m¢than hide ; sometimes also cane armlets as a guard against sword-cuts.,

o 'II'.‘—By'-AT. P. M. O’CALLAGHAN, I.p., POLITICAL Ox_arxcﬁn, Saprva Froyrer Thacr. - v

. -

| e | The Khamtis. -~ o _
 Chardoter and habits:—The Khamtis settled in our area are a race degenerated from their state
described in Dalton’s -time.t The villages aré jungle-covered, and .peopled by a lackadaisical and

~ opium-sodden people (although it is a question whether opium is a cause of the degeneration or
- whether the habit is an effect of the climate and surroundings and the mental paralysis

these peculiar local conditions). -

induced ' by

¥

. Descﬁpﬁve‘Ethnology,ovaengal,v1‘872. s
't Dalton, Descriptive kthnology of Bengal, 1872. . . . : L



‘ . . _— B : - — A- PR - ) :.,' ' Lo ‘ ‘ .. R v ’ . T, : . ' - T ) T
It must be admitted, however, that'they work-hard-in the fields in._the rice-sowing - and reaping = 7 - nof pronouncedly so. _-The-aquiline noses - often found among "the : Taroan . aré. seldom seer in’ these
- seasons. The women work very hard.. All traces of new land settlement have disappeared. - ..,

i

 tribes, “In general physique- they: are squat, “well buils, sturdy. and  broad-shouldered ;. the head. is: - N

- The chief weapon is the dao. They display. fitful energy at times in village works of chmquL ‘'square. rather- than long and narrow, -+ -

 necessity and in elephant hunting, but do not live upto Dalton’s deseription: : = - " . T R sl Musical inséruments are (1) drams covered 'with lizard's skin‘,jandf(‘.%)‘homs“ oftbﬁﬂ"a‘yli) , ‘tl;’éée‘dre‘ '

" Aris.—The pursuance of arts is no:longer. in evidence. The " working - it silver described by ~only usefl by ‘yll.cdlcmel:mgn. ‘ Bug the Jew's harp is known. .- , R AN R RV A

Robinson  (Account of Assam) is.nof to be found.: - There are no chiefs as described by -him, and ‘but . . Weapons.—~Their weapons are’ the 'longbowtand “the , Tibetan’ cutting sword;- 'Their arrows ars -

" few of those workers in metal. The only articles ‘manufactured are pipes which: are of -very - neat ' “poisoned with aconite. . They wear cane helmets.- -+ - et e R e T e

, ;VOfkmaﬂShiPe_tETheY . 1;’?.131}3]3;115 ﬂtlﬁu' ‘ol:"n 3,011001_5' 1}; ghﬁ?'; bapg%b:l?gsl,(i' (temples 'g%‘;fﬁfﬁhi Khafi;[}lxltzt © *: 1" They lock on the huluk = ‘§adted, and it is gensia to Jill one: it is donsidered a5 half human,

- language—writien——1s taug y the ‘bapus’ or priests). 0ome. oL the old men among them eclaim that . TR A TR RS TP A R S T S SOV . N T
the- Daflas were their 'forenll:nners from Borkliamti, south and- south-east of the Burma Divide-~a point. .. i “ like '&;c?:%nﬁ'?slf’ m a;'-r;ag'e oF :5 exual, .cpnneclglon_.mth; o forbidden degrees,. is . described as ) con_d‘uet,‘
worth investigating. -~ - ERURE e e s s e LT U AN T el e s T e e

,_ o e o T T e et T e e g M e e
e e L e . Divisigns and origini—These  tribes areXivided Tnto endocamous. groups and ‘exogamous septs:’
: ' ) , : - CHE A4 . S T ; - - .. AN e K
10 o e il otk oo 1 o fme ot ottt Moo oy s o i il o oo groe aad sxogumons e
« 08 Lo T S B TR L T * . (and the claim is admitted by those tribes).. They..speak .the same language and some of their
R ?h?Y are physmallyhﬁue men but 0,1’111111!1 and ‘c_hix)'ate. havf’]b?ﬁndthe“&ﬂﬂr?&a gpd‘tll;e;r ‘f@g‘@? L " . ‘customsiare the-same,’ ',—Somg,of;the;pointg,zgf‘diﬁ'ei:enge.are.;snot,gd below:— e, e
. ;nfex:xf?r e"(:nttl(:ethaﬁ"zf b ‘?,Kl}f’f‘mmj .- They have al fnore of less.ac _°?_t? 3 B“ ~1em Buh ako confinue. - . .. Disposaliof the: déadi—Alter a death, the. body s waked-for.a day, for an- unimportant-person-y- -
acrilices to.the sp 1‘_5;“; T T AN R R A L R TSR -~ but up to 3 days for an important person. It is.then: buried:for .5 days -and afterwards is:taken up-
T T L B R D R .- .-and burnt, {A.cimu}ar;xjoofed stockade, is built on.the place where the body’ was burnt—usually.about -
et The Mgsﬁmts.‘:?f&‘lfli@?ﬁa (crop&dzred), and’ Bébejtyal. " B T R .10 0r-20 ‘yards. from:the /house, : \Arms, clothing and - utensils. .are. hung. up..round the:grave, and
" Clarasier- BZ- 2fe l Th : two tribed a tn H wher ’h 'i;y— 2 d"' " + » streamers on long hamboo poles are put round. . oo, oL L e
- Uharacter.— Blood feuds.—These two tribes are stil In.a stafe. where.rovenge is-honourable and' . B deiéfi"abouk'-fdthﬂ stute—-The ‘ideas as to"a future state are.-vague '~The'i«:,dezid‘are'-salid to’

. feuds are popular. ~ Alternate kﬂh_ng; are _,? o;mal‘ StePs mn 2 ql,l‘a-"el. }:h_roug;}z generations. . Dalton’s: L go 'down into the earth, “There'are medicine - men. ‘who ~speak »withand ~:tao3f'plija;:’ to -the spirits of.

deseription; is rather hard: on these people.* -Nowlthat wb know them, 'better;. we" find that they are. L vl ordi 0w ino’ T A R, N

‘ e A s N e et ey e WO evil; ordinary men know nothing of these. -: ;. = . a7 Fuoa b
a very-primitive people with ordinary human virtues and: failings. : They” now live’ at _general peace Sl S T R T e 2 M . g o
with everyone, -particularly the Abors, whose best customers (for purchase of mithun) they are.  The o Physical types.—In appearatice the Taroans -and* Mijus are - sturdy »aud sallowish.-  Their- hair
allegation against the -chastity of their women is' not true.* ‘They atré, in comiion with ;all:<fribes of " . '+is straight andis” not -cut. * The_ eyes are. s't_raxght‘ and. .blackmh-brpwn-f ‘The::nose is generallyuﬂ{zt;;
these parts, hospitable. 'Beer plays'a great part in 'the' scale of happiness: . Théir fedd-murders dre. - ~ ,,bnt not very broad,; but there are many with regular aqqxhne noses and handsome features, .- .7
normal.to people in that primitivestate of development ; but they will “céase with' their. closer “contact .. Weapons.—Tho'weapon in use:is the ‘crossbot, and-aconits poison is put on ' the arrows. They do
with civilisation opening new interests'and broadening, their outlook, '~ L L TN e “~ ‘not use'cane helmets, " oL A R RTINS S ORI

Divisions.—They are divided into septs or familiés ‘rather than clans. - They are numerically 1 " 3y, Wives—Generally, when a man dies, his wives go to his ‘heir, except: the latter’s mother, who goes
small tribes and are endogamous, : When the septs - were smaller, they had® to .marry ont ; now; men o te .,‘Jhevnext&-ot:-‘kni'among the' mala relatives (¢f. Marco Polo’s Tartars). - =+ -+ © 5 o o T
take wives of the same sept if they are only distantly connected. . =« U ) TR RS N FE T s o
- The tribes ars animistic. They are’ polygamous, but . only the’ rich among them  can’ afford. 7+ 1IL—By R. C. R. CuiyiNa, L., LATELY AsSISTANT POIITICAL OrrICER, 'PASSIGHAT, SADIYA
the lusury of more thanoneyvi:fe. SR R R A ( T SR S 7.0 ! FroNmEr Tmacr. — 7 : U

 There are two classes, freemen and slaves, but the slavery stigma is not as. lasting'as among other . B e I SR LTI o
tribes. - Most of the work is done by the women and children helped by slaves. .~ -~ . . " .- T T T SOt Lo The dbors.
- Headmen.—Headmen are chosen to some extent by succession, but Woalth and personality -also '. T e N IR " T L
count. They have no judicial or other powers, béyond initiating’ discussion.and: influencing it in /- ., Habitat.—The term-Abor.is applied, though erroneonsly, to ‘bhose .tribes living .on the southern
matters of common interest. - Within the sept, individuals punish an " offender ‘with" their own hands. . ¢+ =~ slopes of the outer range of the Himalayas, roughly between the :D;bang.,qu:, Subansiri rivers, and, .-
With another tribe. or sept,-any member -will, as likely as not, punish * any .. mémber or “slave ‘or. con-; 1 withia the hills, in the main valley Ofith?;.Dlhan:, with, tA'._he‘Yam‘I’le and,&yom valleys as offshoots. - _
nection. . Thus feuds are everlasting. "unishments are (1) slaying, and (2) enslaving. L - ‘Names of .tribes.~—~The tribesmen use the names of their tribes, and the -word. Abor is unknown.

" Origins.—The majority claim to have come from the north, .8, Tibet; but the Linghi; a large - .-i except among the more Ci_Vlllzed‘ ’»Tl}ey ‘also-call thex_nse!ves ad_i-am (hlllmeu). * Abor ’ }'S generally..
sept, say they came from the south.  The truth is probably that.they are the jetsam 'of ~~im'migr;iﬁgm' : . applied to the:Padam, IVImyong,,Pasne galong‘ a.t}d six other tribes. We are in contact . with- the , first
floods or were driven up or swept aside into the hills and mountains hy other'immigrants.” .- : 0 .-+ four of these.. “All of them have traditions showing ‘that they came from the same, place and are..

Cultivation.—They cultivate only by Jhuming. . A: bamboo stake isthe only. iuiple'ment‘“use&’,, 3 o fdescepdpd from h? S_~m_-ne.~ ?W";k’v-b,‘“ tl}e‘(}lalq(}ﬁs,qf Bome differ.. . el s
and they do not sow broadeast, but place a fow seeds in each hole. . = - . 7.7 = C ST 1 ' "y Logamous divisions.—All alll'e glg!ded hmt:oIexhog’agnous filan?;l ‘aél‘]i particular care.is taken to -

T  stome —Stanes. are haaped. ’ IR SARD aments. Qi st ' prevent intermarriage. - Among the. Pa am the rule has been re axed o ate years oving to. the size
ased %osrg'if{;fdlioigé b’fttqflc:f? ‘?Jﬁ:f,;p;;lr:gmr graves, b‘“t ffl’]em Bre. no._stpng momjx_megts.;: =St??e s :noﬁ of the clans.  Bach clan is subdivided into smaller elans or families with endogamy strictly forbidden -

- within them.  Heavy penalties are exzacted for any breach of the rules. 'The Pasi, -Padam _and -
~ Minyong frequently intermarry, but thero, is only one known ¢ase of the present. day of ‘a Galong’
- marrying into one of the first three fribes., ~~ . . 7 BT
« - Polyandry.~Polyandry.is common among the Galong, and is not necessarily confined to the poor:

- Houses.~~The "houses are built on ow ,cﬁanga"‘an'd are 'diviﬂed into- p‘:irtil;ioiis k wfit.'lie; a’/pasé.a;ré 5
down one side. A long house ‘indicates 'wealth and position ; clothes! 'and weapons- also by their
superioriby indicate wealth . & i . B R IE B A T L

Beliefs about. sun ‘and moon.—Ideas about natural " phenomena ‘are: very vague ; there is. no-

AN

.2 v el L . are. . .10 ~For instance it is quite usual in this tribe for brothers to have sexual intercourse with reach others’,

- general tradition or folklore known, for instance, about the sun and ‘moon.” One story is_that all ‘the ' wives until they have given birth to their first children.” . -+ . -, . . !

~. world is deseended from one father and one mother, who had five children—(1). Assamese, (2) Chulikata . : pirl W10y have glven burt! have coms o notics - b ‘h' Coh e o
and Bebejiya Mishmis, (8) Khamtis and :Sing'phos,‘ (4) Taroan Mishmié, and (5)-; 4 clan so'mewhere“ . ~"_,No mstat.legs,vhowever, of this appegr to havs co(line t‘o.nq 1c8 Gi:ﬂlloﬂg t, i' Q’hel‘ tl('lxbes, npﬁ vaven - ’
to the east (? China). Another story has’ it that the sun is the. husband’ of the -moon, - They - among the Miris—unless the latter are Galong turne Miri, e, Ga ongs who have descended to the: -
quarrelled and. the' wife, the moon,  demanded a share of the sun’é/ heat. - The sun® an swered that ho - plains and have either become absorbed’into Miri villages.or have, At_hongh Jiving in separate villages,
had to keep ali his heat for his children, s.¢, men, He then threw his iwife intoa swamp or pool, . Jargely adopted Mirihabits. . aoi oot o T S

~ and the moon's markings are the resulting mud ‘on” her facé, Thé moon fears to come out by day .1« Division into * mipak’ and  wisshing *~-Among the Pasi, Padam and Mingong tribes there is no

. and waits till the sun-has gonedown, oo oLt 0L BER Rty 3% "~ division into clasges with a.deﬁ'nif:c(a1 soti]i‘alvordexé of preuegehse“{)y : koiqlzll ; bu&_‘evett;y am'em'b(]:: is either

‘Burial customs.—The. dead are buried in a orave about 8 f on. lined with oerce acd - . ~“mipak’ or ‘ misshing,’ ¢.e., considéred outcaste “or not. ‘ Mipak” has nothing to o “with -exogamy.

. generally not far from the house. The corpse is pub _3*:,‘ : o d:n ?cdf]e:i glfﬁl; ‘ é?&%{;‘gi%ag:;z ‘;‘;g B 0 Certain persons and families, however, have been considered mipak for some generations, and sexual
with-focd, money, utensils, ote, It is covered with planks in the form of a span or inyerted V, and intercourse wath:g;hem suffices to make the other party mipak, Vand_l.so on.’, Brothers ‘and ‘su?ters of a
the whole is then covered with stones, The déad are said-to go down into the earth, =\ .~ - S - mipak are not mipak unless they .have.b.eeom.e‘eo I_’Y _h?redlty-‘ SRRSO RUE. .

. Plysical type.~The Chulikata and Bebejiya Mishmis . are gallow  in_complexion on the whole,” 00 Amssshing is free to marry s mipak, but this is not.ge.neral.l? done, if ¢he fz.tct is kndwn,.
whereas the Taroan (Digari) and Miju, Mishmis are . reddish. - The hair is straight-and ‘is.cut square - .7 Among the Galongs the sama divisions occur, but certain entire clang are miipak (the Galongs call
on the foré-head (hence the name Chulikatu)~ At the back it is allowed " to grow. and is kept pinned - it n¥rg) and the division is more marked. ~Tho Galdngs consider the other three- tribes (Pasi, - Padam
up.. . The eyes are blackish-brown, -Mongoloid but straight. . The nose ‘is flat, fiot thin, blunt - hat ' - . and"Miiyong) mépak, aud vice versd.  All the tribes regard the -Assamese, Miris, etc, a3 mipa

. R —_— - Slaves or gerfs, where they exist, ave also mipad, - = - L T e e

’ " ¥ Dalton; Deecriptivo, Ethnology-of Bengal1872, o'~ -+ R R CoimelT T SR g :



*  between that river

xiv o APPENDIS. :

1

Headmen.—There is no particular class or clan from whrich- chiefs are -entirely drawn.. In fact, -~
~ the practice of calling a particular man, headman; can:- be traced. to British - influence. - Nowadays a -
tendency to keep the gamship in one family has arisen.: He. is - chosen rather. for: his knowledge :of
tribal history and.the procedure of the village than his possessions—though he would be a: poor gam if
he failed to attain these! : ‘ T e e
Tribal government—Government is essentially democrat_ic, -especially among the Padam, Pasi
and Minyong. There is a regular Courcil Chamber and all village matters are decided in it.- The -
council has several recognised spokesme=, Who lay down the law on .the point. ab issue, and whose
claim lies in ability to recapitulate tribal history further back than anyone else. This ‘recapitulation of
clan history is a feature of every kebang (village council) and it.may be some days before the- point at .
issue is touched on. Having given a decision (which se!ldom occurs), ‘the kebang  considers its' duty. = *
done and does not think of enforcing the orders, knowing full well that there would be small . chance of .
- its being able to do so. Every villager does much as he pleases without troubling what the kebang
* may order. In certain affairs affecting the whole village, e.g., the site'of new cultivation orthe trapping-
of fish, the Zebang decisions are usually upheld. . The prificiple.of British rule .also is to make the
Eebangs decide petty tribal cases and enforee their decisions, but outside our influence the situation is as !
described above. . . .. 0 ‘ I R T
, Among the Galongs a more feudal state exists. The headmen  are 'mqre-influential -and” their -
 commands arg generally obeyed. ~They have no £ebangs or formal councils such' as are found among the
- other tribes, and n» éouncil house in.the village ; nevertheless they do hold discussions, and the head-. -
- men.are not all-powerful. -~ - o : T
Traditions of origin,—In none of these tribes are there any traditions of origin -which go- back -
very far. Allclaim origin from one race or tribe settled at - Kiling, in the Bomo-Janbo country. - From: . -
~ Kiling, part of the tribe - journeyed south across the Siyom river and: occupied the hilly country

‘\“ V‘,

crossed the Dihang or settled on.its banks or neighbourhood. . I (P s
There are no-traces of terracad cultivation, anl the efforts -of Government to introduce it: have .,
found no imitators. Land has been sufficient for f4uméng, on the whole, though it is- scarce up the: 7/
Dihang. L Con Lo R U SOV
Bouses.and materials used.—The materials used for. housing . aré; bamboo, 'thatching. palms .of - .
- different kinds and wood. The houses are built about b feet from the ground. - Posts are not used, but -,
numbers of pieces of wood, 4 or 5 at an angle resting on the surface, take the place of a post. - The floors
are of split.bamboo (not interwoven) and walls are of rough planks. * For the roofs, palm-thatch*and ". -
wild plantain leaves are used. - Stome is not used in building, nor are thére 'any stone monuments .
There is no restriction on the use of wood. Ip type of house, there is no distinction between individuals. I
"Distinctions tn dress.—Some of the Padim, .Pasi and’ Minyong Abors wear long red “coats ' |-
imported from Tibet. Among the Galongs such coats ‘are worn as a sign of- distinction, but the
headmen sometimes affect greyish-white coats from the same source, The fribésmen are usually so”
- poor that they cannot affort to buy these coats, ‘so it is- doubtful if they "are specially . reserved for-
headmen. ~ - ., o R O
. Ideas on sun and moon.—Ncne of the tribes have any fixed ideas: regarding” the sun; moon: and: . .
stars, though there are various fairy tales about them. The Padam, Pasi and Minyong make -the -sun
male and the moon’ female, while the Galong - consider -them both as-“ objets -d’art’’* and hence of ./
. neuter gender. ‘The moon’s markings are assumed to be the body of an-animal living.in it. There are, .
no theories as to eclipses; save that the animal in the moon is put out for a time owing to the displeasure "
.of the Almighty, Iarthquakes are said to be caused by the movements of a large animal living in.the . '
~waters under the earth. TR T PRI Lo e ’
- Burial customs.—All the tribes bury their dead in much  the same way, the ' Galongs digging’'
“graves a little deeper than the others.: v ' ERE G g o

A hole about 4 x4x4 feet is dug (by the Galongs -6 feet deep),” and logs are- put on "the '
floor. " The corpse is laid with the head to the west do as to face the rising sun.  'The legs are doubled
under themselves and the hands drawn under the chin—in fact the body is_placed much as at birth: -
In one hand a small kuife is placed; as an aid to getting food on the way to: the spiritual -home. * A
framework of logs is made diagonally across within the grave and leaves are placed on - it, to prevent
earth from'falling on the body while the grave is' 1illed ‘in.- -A lgan-to shelter is made at the top of the
grave and under it'a fire is kindled and maintained for a year (but for only five days in the casé of the
Galong). A gourd of rice beer is tied under :the shelter and 'various garments of the deceased,
together with any heads of #¢t4an, ete., killed by him and used to feast the community, are suspended
on posts near by or under the shelter. .~ -~ . o T . :

. Abode of the departed.—The Padam, Pasi and Minyong believe that the spirits of the dead
return generally to the land whence the race originally came: this is in the case of death from ordinary -
causes or illness, - If the death be due to epidemic disease; such as cholera or influenza, the spirit. departs-
to the west or south,~=7.e., the direction opposite that in. which the land of their. fathers lies. ~But;, -
among the Galung it is supposed that after death the spirit becomes the slave of its: own - particular:
deity. - None of these tribes believe in -any transmigration into insects, birds or animals. . ¢

- Physical types—The-Abors are short and stockily built, but their sturdiness varies asthe country. -
‘thev live in. The Padam are slightly taller than therest. The complexion. is' sallow, . with “straight - -
eyes, usually black. ' The face is generally flat and the forehead" broad. Women usually have tattéo
marks on their faces.. . . o o T o e S T T

The nose is upturned, with wide ‘nostrils, - but mauy ‘boast. almost aquiline - noses. . The hair is’
straight and. is.cut in.a fringe evenly. round the top of the head ; but the Galong cat the fringe low
down on the nape of the neck and on the forehead. ‘Among the Padam, Pasi and Minyong, the . -

& S

- .drawing it. back alop

‘. perforated and played with the fingers in the

a1d the Subansiri and Brahmaputra : these are- now known' as.Galongs. Others, ° i

v P S ., e 9 L e
v .. The organization is democratic.
.. kebangs. ; BRI

-~ The physique-is good on the whole.

. "+ from his’relatives on the male side.

© ApemNDIX.
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- omen :"\ﬁdbhildreﬁ_ai_ll, cut: their hair like ‘the meﬁ, 4but.ﬂ1e 'Galogg'ﬁnmeh . grow “their hiair long,
g i g the sides. of the head and leaving an even parting down the centre ; it is drawn
: bﬁck so.'txgh‘tly that it often has the appearance of being painted on like that of a Dutch doll -
-, {mplements.—There are no special agricuttural implements among any of the tribes ; everything.
1s done:with:the dzo. and the axe.: For sowing, four or five seeds are:placed together *in a hole with
. the’aid of a pointed stick. - , A R T T
Lo Music.—A erude form of bagpipes is comimon to all the tribes ; this is the chief and . practically
~ the only form: of musical instiument. - A dry ‘gourd takes the place - of . the wind-bag, and .a special
form-of* fine bamboo the chanter and- pipes, There .are three pipes besides the chanter, which is
‘ f ordiniry way.. Another instrument found is a sort of
Jew’s harp of bamboo and fibre. . T A R St
. Weapons—The chief weapons are the bow and arrow, the dao; and a long" Tibetan sword, 'The
. sword is only carried in time of war.. ' S SRR S
- . Por head drgss and for protection against sword-cuts, hats of  plaited cane are worn. These aré
. worn a good deal also in time of peace, especially by those living further back in the hills. The
: Ga}ong hat is of different shape, very often resembling an -up-to-date bowler hat. L '
~ . There is no history of head-hanting. among these tribes. . When enemiés are killel 'in battle, the
o h;v.fpd_s are ocgasl}onal]y cut off aad hung up in the moswp' or ‘¢ouncil-chamber; the head is never cub
oy Very:little tribal fighting has oceurred among these tribes, their’ motto being that the tongue
- 18'mightier than the sword. = - L Ui R I PR N
.- Unlize their castern heighbours, the Mishmis, killirg their fellow-men has been and”is still
.. xegarded as a serious offence : this' forbearance, however, only applies to themselves. '

Al
!

. . - The Miris (of Sadiya Frontier Tract), -
vy Origin and divisions.~The Miris are mostly descended from the Abors living on the banks of
S tbe,_;thmg, Bralui)‘aput’m and Dibang. :Their language is similar and theit-customs are very
. similar to-those of the  Abors, but Hinduism is rapidly changing those furthest away from the hill’
people. . There are four big clans,. Two of these descended from the hills not many generations ago,
but many are esgaped ‘or driven ouf slaves of the” Abors.. The Chutia clan of Miris is ‘supposed to
' have come up the Brahmaputra and mingled with the others. - Probably,” though, they came first
"'/ from the hills and went on for a safe distance, returning - afterwards upstream.  Before the British
“occapation of the Abor country the Miris were traders and interpreters between the Abors and the
‘British. - There is no social division into classes. ' o '
These big clans are divided into smaller exogamous clans kept as distinct as™ possible, but of late

. "¥ears there has been much intermarrying and relationships-have become involved.
When near the Abors, the Miris adhere to the Abor custom of

- Appearance.~They are of sallow complexion; similar to the Abors. Thejr-features are the same,
put the hair is either kept long-and knotted at the back or is cut everly round the head. The latter
~ is the modern fashion. The women wear their hair long and draww back straight, but without a parting.
_ » ) The eyes are as a rule black, the forehead broad and - the nostrils °
- wide'; the face is flat ard round. ‘ " IR T B
. Weapons.—Tor weapons they use the bow and arrow and have also a few old ~guns, There is
a sp‘cial long kind of arrow for shooting fish. ~All carry a dao. There is no trace of head-hunting
~ ; among the Miris, and their weapons are carried for the chase only. - «
C Ab “The beliefs of the Miris of the Sadiya tract about the sun and moon are similar to those of the
ors. I ol Sy : ‘
_Burial of.the dead.—The’ dead are buried, and the corpse is laid flat on the baek, with the
. hands clasped under- the chin and the legs out, straight. = A'double lean-to logs is made over the body
~ %o stop eatth falling on it, and another double l:an-to over the top of the grave. When é&hatats or
. villagé prissts are buried the soil is not kept off them, but the grave is filled up in ths ordinary way.
- No reason for this is known, =~ -~ - ' ' R

~ IV.—Bx G. C. Barparor, ExtrA AssisTaNt COMMIsSIONTR.

3y

-

iy ~
© The ‘Miris‘(of ‘L‘a!e/zimp‘z‘tr District).

Divisions—There are really no exozamous clans, as, though there are clans not as a rule -
inter-marrying, yet run-away marriages are prevalent, and the partics are not ex-communicated. But,
they may be grouped into two exogamous divisions compos:d of several clans 1. The Chutia (Dole,
Peguy, ete.) ; 2. Aingiya (Taoit, ete.), Mayangiya (Nara, ete.) and others, :
- The class-ship tie is much loosened, and - social precedence undetermined, asal are now living
~peacefully ‘under' the Governmeat. Every clan claims saperiority to others. Probably the Dole

® s
-

~, - and Pegu are first'and then the Mayangiya and Dambukial. , o ; :
. Headmen.—Cliefs in a clan are chosen always from that clan, from the gam’s faniily or if necessary
. n his ' i : There is no special clan for supplying gams or headmen,
- The Miris have a social .democratic organization, with the gam as president, but he cannot over-

~‘zule’the'combined wishes -of “the  people. : Originally “each clan had one guawm, even when' living in
different villages. . Now each village has generally a gam. E e ;

SRS ~ .

Xy
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Tradition of origis.—Their tradition places their origin -at _"Abu-Killing!*.in'Aksh'ar':hf_ﬂg~ne§a.r-
Memba, * towards - the north  ‘and beyond one range of moqntgx\?s. 'V-All; vl\‘lu'lsv*m'e-gnd‘to{h_»a.ve
come from there. The majority (now Hindus) say they are -descendants q_f Rukshma Vu'a. of .
the Mahabharat: L Lot e R

Implements.*For cultivation they use the ordinary:plough " and a. hoe, . the- c}llhva?npn bemg :
all in p'!ains land. - : . ‘ o : L 4 S N Do

« Ideds of celestial bodies—The sun’ is a male- and - the' moon a female "deity. - The stars and
comets are deities, but their sex is not defined. Orion’s belt is supposed ‘to be “a -young' man-and -
the Pleinds a young girl ; the young man is always. cbasing. the young girl, whom Lie..can never.
catch. . The. markings.onthe moon are .said to'be human excreta. “There was a certain festival
of the gods and a quarrel oceurred between the moon and another deity :.the latter t‘hre\vA soxe:

excreta and hit the moon, and the marks are even mow visible...".

Lisposal ot the dead.—The dead are buried, corpses of” persons-of position being put; in. a coffin:

.or boz,.with new clothes on ; for othersonly a piece. of clothror a mat isused. .- The eorpse is pat-, on
a layer of wood, then auother layer of wood is ad led and-on" top- of thls_earf,h‘ is. placed.” A mound
four feet hizh is made over the. grave. Former.y brass eups and -cloths. were - pub above the grave,
“but this practice has.ceased. . .. T . . SO
- Life afler(leatﬁ.—vAfth death, ‘aCeariiﬂg“- to one-seb, the dead meet their parents‘and forefathors:

~underground in, th2abode.of the deid. - Othess believe in” transmigration ; the souls: of the gfoo"l-_“

are reborn as men : and those of the bad as animals. T L 7
Music—The musical instruments in use are the melon-banjo, the bamboo . flute, ,‘dr}lms»and
_cymbals. - . R - . . : : :
[ I T = X IR - S

: ; the' Kukis, Gards, Kacharis and others. ,
" - the Angamis'and even they count back to a migratory. stage.

. ~Assam and Burma non-Nagss.

¥
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i

- THEIR ORIGINS AND CERTAIN CUSTOMS. -

ON THE'CONNECTION OF DIFFERENT NAGA AND OTHER' TRIBES IN ASSAM,

- By J."H. Hurron, cik, ‘1.c8.; DeEpuTY CovmissioNER. Naca Hints, axo HoxorarY. DIRECTSR OF
o ; ‘“ - . . EToFoararny, Assay; - S :

Naga—shabilat.~A love for old “sites has “often been asserted of Naga tribes ‘in contrast with
Bus this is, not trae of all Nagis. It is marked only among

It is difficult, if not impossible, to give a test by which to distinzuish a. Naza tribe from other
_ Naga is a useful word to denots. the trilses living "in = the area.
bounded on the north-east-by the Hukong: Valley, on the norsh-west by -the  Brihmaputra Valley:
plains, on the south-west by the Cachar.plains, on . the »ast by the .Chindwin' and on_the: south- by

oo the Manipur; Valley, which-last is the contact :point -roughly with the . Kukis (Thatos, Lashais,-

ete).

i

f.

i
.

. Immigrations of the . past;+This‘ érea.\ha,s received fin -the  past- 4t least. three : great - waves of

- ‘immigration :— . R _ 4
o o (1)’Ffom Tibet and ngal\ (Singphos, Akas, Giras and Kacharis).

(2) From Southern jChina- dcrqss . the Irawadi. Valley (the Tai - races —Shans, Ahoms, Tamans,

, “gfe. s o ;
.(8) From the"'_équth." This wave has hardly ‘stoppad yet, ‘for - Lushai- Kuki migration was
‘g0 v osbill goingon. northward till 1918, when it was stopped from spreading into the - un-

‘explored area north of the Ti-Ho river by driving the newly-formed colonies back across the
the river, before the Kuki operations. . R s - '

" The iiasﬁei; Thado and other Kuki tribes arc prc;bxbl_y" another branch of the'irﬁmigmtion '

]

- from the north ; but if so, they must have first gone south’ani then turned north again for they drove.
- np from the "south in front of ‘them the old Kulkis, and. perhaps - that very - different “rase whick

-hecame the predominating factor in- the . Angami Naga tribe and which has - probably entered in a
1esser degree.into some of its neighbours. R S N SR

"~ The- Angamis (or the ancestors of part of the prageat tribe) were uadiubtedly located far 65 the
- ‘south of the present Naga Hilis. y o L , R

S ~Also we'have (4) still another ‘immigrant element in the Kol-Mon-Annam 'd'ccupatioyi; which

certainly extended over a part of the prasent N aga area. The Bolo ‘rice itself seems to be connected

L

-+~ as the Andamanese are, which was partly expelled partly absorbed.

‘with the Munda and - Mon-Khmer families, and" all - were probably préceded by a' Negrito race, such
A Traces - of all the above races
~are to be found in- the culture'and composition of the tribes now.known as* Nagas ’ collectively. °

1. Traditions of origin-of-Naya tribes. —Naga tralitions of origin indicabz almost all points of the-

,compassi— - - PR : :

13 ‘;'1 ’

- {a) The Kongak tribes ascribe their origin to the hills to the north ‘and to -migration from the
.+ plains in the west and mnorth-west as well though others with Singpho affinities say -
“yj . that they came from the north-east. One or two villages claim to have come from. the

. _south (the Ao country). T :

“~ (%) Some of the Aos like some of the Lhotas are said to have come from  the pla,iné to.
" the north-west, but the majority claim an sutochthonous origin at Chongliemdi..

“(¢) The Kioiraos claim a western origin, from the plains of Assam. . o

(d) The Semas say that they came from the south. A connection is raceable between them’
and the Khoiraos of Ngari, pointing to a- western origin.” ‘These Semas of western origin

- contret with the Kacharis, Garos, Lynngams and Bhois. The Kacharis, while allowing
Nagas, or certainly Kachcha Nagas, to eat and sleep in their porches, refuse to allow

“Kukis inside at all, holding that Kacharis and- Nagas ‘were originally descended ‘from
two brothers, whereas Kukis are complete aliens. ' . :

(¢) “Others, for instance the Kalyo-Kengyu tribe, claim a northern origin. L
(7} The Sosthern Sangtams derive from the -Chindwin Valley to the south-east, while the
Northern Sangtams merely point to the south. The Tamaos in the Chindwin
Valley lived at one time in .the hills to the ecast and then returned to the Valley
leaving some of the tribe behind. These might be connected with the Southern Sangtamd,
- Inany ‘case they trace their origin to southern” China, and their descendants are still
_ 7 presumably represented among the Naga tribes. o . o
" (9) The Angami also afford indications of mixed origin, They came from the south-east, first
. from Tangkhul country to the south, but-traces of terraced cultivation are found far to the
.. southin the Lushai Hills and possibly they came. from further south still. The Angamis
"regard-a spirit in ‘the sky as the ancestress of them all.  Part of the tribe claim.a sonthern
: and part a- south-western " origin.  *- o : o
(#) The Rengmas say that their origin was in the south. L
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" Al the Naga tnbes have lerrends of c]ans descended i'xom mdlrrenous women out of eaves, ‘_or "

- from wild men cauoht in the Juno"e ‘e.g., the Lbotas, the Phoms, and the Angamis of Kobima, ~ !

P/zyszcal type : differences.—Thus each tribe has traditions which cannot bé reconciled with a homoge

neous origin ; and marked differences of typ: are tracéable ‘everywhere, even between individuals of tho
sae tribe.
straight eyes. and. noses . sometimes  even aquiline,:

“typical of the Kuki, who is ‘otherwise, however, much 'more stocLy in build. " " . g .

N

" In colour there is much variation and” difference of altitude by no meaus accounts for all of it

- There are generally three types—a straight-haired light. brown, a wavy-baired brown, and a erisp- -haired
dark brown correspondmo to Ratzel’s division of the races of -Indonesia. Generally the. predominant

colour is- red and this is most popular. black and white being: "considered unbecommg, though black™

more so than white. In high altitudes even the tint of,blood is seen and a blush can often be
detected. " The ¢ fair and sallow ? type is found at all altitudes ; it  appears even more. among the Aos
and Konyaks than awong Manipuris and’ Kukis. The children evergwhere have rusty reddish hair
turning black later.:
the Negrito: specimens of this type are found occasionally in all tribes, but it is commonest in- the
north anong Phoms, Acs and Konyaks ‘and again in the south in  some villages of Kachcha.Nagas in-

~the North Cachar Hills, suggesting that the race whlch bequeathed 1t was pushed apart from the:

centre. - Fuzzy hair is always “held in' derision. -

Cephalic indices suggest a connection betw'een Aos, \hnxpuns, Ahoms and perha.ps some other sub-
Hrma.]aya.n uribes, due perhaps to the infusion of T axblood

note *

Weapons ana’ ¢inplements. —-Some of - the weapons and’ 1mplements in ase:ameng. Naga trxbes are .

of marked northern type, and others” are clearly’ connect:d. with Indonesian -forms Tike those of the
lgorot of the Philippines ; other patterns again show similarity to the Kol-Mon-Aunam type

The obsolete Lhota yanthang is. also of the northern type.
- that the iron haft projects. beyond the 1111t as in ‘the (Jaros and Khasls daos-——probahly to stlck m'
‘ the - ground while sitting. -

Spears with ornamental barbs Iesemble those of the thpplnes, wbrle some patterns of Anr'a.mx "
spears résemble the Igorot spear, . The _stone. hammer used, by all \acra. smlths 1s a.lso iound in the ’

7 Phlhppmes

The Ya.chungr Naga hoe, -obtained. from a tribe almost 1solated from reuular intercourse, Wlth 1ts
DEIO‘thUre, is just like -a Khasi miniature sweet-potato hoe, -S. E.Peal- reporteda. gquarer- type of .
-Both types are like the Batta.k hoes from Sumatra and smn}a.r in”

shouldered hoe among the Konyaks. ..
shape to the obsidian blades of Easter Island.

Bows.~The crosshow is the . weapon of the Smgphos and has been’: adopted by the north J
eastern Nagds ; but it is not in general use, though the Lhotas’; know it. 'Phe ‘longbow also.is mnot:
. the natural - -weapon of the Nagas ; the Semas - believe - their ancestors” used it, and the Anga.mrs Have
learnt the use of the pellet bow This is of interest as the bow is almost eutlrely absent in Borneo,
16 ds, however, possxble that it has: merely been drscarded as both

Sumatra, Java' and the Celebes.
'tne Anwamxs and Semas retain if as a toy. . - -

Indications of diverse origin'— Diversity of orgin of the Nacras is" sug gested by various other i

things. For instance, the reaping hook is used by most  tribes, but the Semas use. the hand, like the

(mros, Bhois and the Southern Bré of Burma ; the Thado Kuki says he nsed to do. 50, -but now used

a sickle. Again, the Angamis have an elaborate system of terraced ecultivation, and this is also practised
in some Khoirao and Kachcha. Naga villages, but little among other tribes (2mong-the Semas it has:
Leen-introduced by Government delxberately) The terrace cultivators_are the most frequent - users of
" megalithic monuments. - Wooden posts and Y-posts are used by Semas, - Sangtams and a few

others, while the Aos use: xound-topp d posts.,‘ Some tnb’s build their house: on “the gxound some
on platforms. =~ - ‘

" Divisions within tnbes vary, bemo sometimes dual, sometxmes trrple
any rabe, €x0gamous.
group to group. ™

But the exogamous system is oomphcated by ‘subdivision, and: adoptron from
Some groups have different words for mother and other terms ‘of 1elat10nsh1p

The polity in the villages shows differences. - Among the Semas the hereditary chiefs are feudal

lords, as also’ among the Changs and Thado Kukis. ' But ‘Ao anl “Pangkhul villazes' have bodies of

elders. rej resenting the” prrnupal kindreds in’ the _village, while the Anoa.rm, Rengma, Lhota, an
(apparently) Sanatﬂm villages have -a syst:m  of. extreme democracy. The &noamts, however, have
hereditary priests hom the famrly of the first founder of the village. ,

The belief among the fribesis universal that the souls of ‘the dead become butterﬁres or msects
Again, in the fature world the shades of the dead’ go on- living just dsin this world. Most say
that the future world is undgrground and that the ‘path to it is along a narrow nountain track
guardel'by a dangerous spirit, a belief frequently found in Melanesia.. The . Angamis believe that
the Lest people live'after death in the sky in company of the aocestress of all N2 Others - believe
in" sky spirits but do not loeate the dead there, - Among some;, the “Semas. for example; it is believed
that th]e good dead go east and the bad dead go west “In all tribes conflicting . beliefs are held con-
currenty F R T I T SR SRR P

' The Angami are tall and well-proportioned, the Tengima. and Meme sub-tribes having -
Their - features are” in--any case far more re"uldr 5
‘ ‘than the Mongolian-looking Sema who tends to'a flit nose and oblique eyes and ‘a short squat_figure. -
The Angamis are also dxstmvulshed \by huge calves, for which no explanation is afforded. by local

" conditions as compareld with other tribes such as the Semas-or *the Changs. The hxg c;]f 18 also_;

Rarer “than‘-the sallow is the dark brown: and fuzzy-haired type - sugaestmo.;

-The dead,~There are various methods of dlsp sal of - the dead these are. dealt w1th m a separete

Of the .
northern type are the Kaboi dancing dao and another dao for real'use. - I'have in my possession one of
the labter kind which is like .one figured aba Bhutanese iveapon by Butler (Sketch of Assam, 1847)} -
Both these Naga daos are remarkable-in--

Some: are, normna.l]y at '

: *Appendix D
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Lycanthropy is praotlsed by the Semas Jbut not by the Anganns thouoh beheved in: by both.

- So in the Khasi Hills with the. Lyngams and Khasis respectively.

In folk-lore, some stories are common to all tribes of Nagas and others are not
In language thereis a decided cleavage of certain groups. 'The north-eastern group seem £0

s approach nearer to Bodo and Kuki than to the Central Naga tribal languages.

Conclusion as o origin of Nagas. ~—My _conclusion  is that no Naga. tribe is- of pure blood The
tribes are combined of elements due to immigration from at any rate three directions, north-east,
‘north-west-and souphern, the people having been pushed up from the ‘plains of Assam and. Burma by

.pressure We tmay speculate that at a certain stage a Negrito race, at a later an Austric race of
‘Kol-Arnam or Mon-Khuer type- was in occupatron, leaving traces in.the 1mplements and perbaps folk

 tales now found. Then came -a’ definitely  Bodo immigration from the north-west or west, and by
this perhaps the Y-shaped posts, reaping by hand and indications of a- matriliveal system have been

of these.

left.” There is, beyond dispute, a mixture of Tai blood from the east. also, “The immigration wave

“from the south'is obvious enough, -and possibly brought  up elements -of “population - from southern

Burma wedged in among migrating tribes. - The. Angamis. are- probably related to’ the Igorot and
possibly uther Phlhpplne tribes by blood or culture or both, Further, these southern 1mmwrants

perhaps already consisted of - two parts, one settled. and cultured, the other - barbarous but~ wathe and

- the Angamis may have. mherlted certain customs from. both: parts of the tide... On " the other: hand it is

posmble that they contain some Aryan element “from the other side of India eaught up among migrat-

‘ing. tribes. ; Lewin ascribes such an origin to the Chakmas of the Chlttaﬂong Hill Tracts and Daris

" finds Aryan blood among' the holos of Yunnan The Anoamrs are qurte as likely to. haVe it as orther
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. ON THE DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD AMONG NAGA TRIBES AND-OTHERS.
S C . : . PR S . o CL

4

"7 (1). Burning is practised only by Hinduised Manipuris to the south ‘and one seetion of the
Singphos to the north-east, but traditions of tribes practising it are found among Aos and Changs.
(2) Burial s the practice of the: Angami, -Sema, Rengma, Lhota, Sangtam.. Tangkhul and v
Kachcba Nagas, and the Eukis. - But such burial i8 not.always, absolute. /:l‘hus‘I_{ukls, when a great-
person has died, sometimes put the head after decomposition: into a- cleft on the,side  of n;chif. This
custom is rare, but certainly exists or existed among the Thade Kukis. .Some Konyaks still -place the -
gkulls -of their dead in stone cysts. ' : : co :

- By J. H.. HuTTO¥, :C.LE, LC.K. -~ ° ; R

-~ The ‘Yachungr and some Southern Sangtams bury the dead inside the house under a bed, a‘hdvof‘tg’n‘

. disturb the grave and dig out the bones to make room for a new corpse. -

. The Tangkkuls and some Naked Réngmas build small houses over the graves, with  little ladders i

leading to them for the ghosts to inhabit. The Lhotas, Sangtams - and 'Semas build thatched roofs
over graves, suggesting perhaps that they formerly exposed the bodies in miniatzre houses—just as Aos
who have become Christians bury their dead but put thatched roofs over the graves, T
(8) Platform exposure is the rule north . Qf the - tribes. mentioned, the body being sometimes:,
moked first, The platform used is a bamboo shelf ith a thatched roof. = ST
The Phoms and Konyaks wrench the head off the body after decomposition, ang then puf it ina-
‘pot in a separate place or in a niche in’ the cliff. Both these tribes bring the heads 1nto the house - for
a time_and treat them with some ceremony, - i e L -
The Changs both bury andexpose their dead—indiscriminately. =~ =~ - - : [

(4) Desiccation.—This practice'is followed by the Kélyo-Kengyu, or part of them: The dead ate -

‘smoked in their. houses for two mohths over a fire and then "retained in a wooden coffin. like a lidless -
box, with a mat to cover if, either inside or just outside . the mat-wall, and under the -eaves n{egr‘es‘t the

hearth.

At the next sowing, on the first:day of the sowing genna, all those' who have died sincz the last

year are brought outrand their withersd bodie s broken up, the bones being, picked out and counted by

a number of persons, male and female, slightly less for a woman' than for a man. The bones. are

‘then put in an earthen pot at the back of the family gratary and are not touched until they dissolve”
into dust or until the granary rots and falls on them. The broken bits of the body:and the coffin, ete.,~
are thrown into the jungle, preferably over a steep place, near the village: = v

(5) The disposal of the frontal bone by throwing it into unning water is ‘worbhr notice. The'.

Kacharis burn their dead but save the frontal bone to throw into the Kopili, or some other styeam
The Manipuris, Hindus as they are, keep the frontal bone to be thrown into the Ganges, but we may

surmise that their custom has its origin, as that of the Kacharis doubtless ha',s',q in_a special veneration
for running water, and indicates a commuaity of culture between the| two tribes in their .pre-Hmdq' -

state. -~ : ’ - - )

i

i
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. /'Distributlon, purchase and sale.
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- Summary of notes on some cottage industries of Kam'mjani. :
(By K. C. PyRKAYASTHA, M.A.)

L—~HANDLOOM WEAVING.

1. Twenty years back this industry was on the dé'clihe in this _district and. very mnearly dyiné.- :
: It received a tremendous stimulus as a result of the swadeshi move-

History. epe . .
: . History ment of the partition days. - While middle class youths lost time -

- ~and money in t;'ying-"-tolear'n a living from the’ loom, the hereditary weavers, the Naths (Jugis), found
~asaviour in the weaving movement ; and the war by inflating prices brought them prosperity.. s

2. The demand for their output is mainly - local "and rural and therefore only for coarse cloth. -
. The demand varies. with 'the- season. The busy. season is winter—

c tion. - : .
onstmption from mid-November to February—when  cotton wrappers 3 yards X

-

o 14 yds.or 6 yds. x 14 yds. have a Very strong market, while full sized dhutis 5 yds, x 44" are also.

actively sold. = The slack season'is roughly from April to September. = . - .
- During the busy season the weekly sale at Narsingpur Hét reaches Rs. 50,000 (on the testimony -

o of expert weavers) ; while during the slack season I calculated a total weekly saleof Rs. 5,000,

- "9 Charks-spun yarn has not found favour with the Naths on account of the tedious process
. ) ‘ " ‘necessary to prepare it for use in fly-shuttle looms. Manchester yarn

Produation. is- almost exclusively used. 1%’s and 14’s are the eounts chiefly

" woven ; ﬁner_}ya;r.n is!fré;ther of ‘an excéption. " Ignorance "of ‘methods of dyeing fast colours leaves
- the Naths at a disadvantage compared with Julas of the neighbouring Bengal districts of -Tipperah . -

‘and Noakhali. Flfr-shlittle looms are made by local carpenters from loeal wood or with bamboo frame

‘work, at cost ranging from Rs. 15 in the former case and Rs. 9-in the latter,

- Like most cotbage industries weaving is done in the intervals of cultivation, and the whole family
‘participates. ~Usually one adult weiver will have two underworkers (locally called jogalss) and will

i burn out 10 pairs of 4} yds. coarse diutis per wezk, unless farm work happens to be spzcially. heavy.
/" "He usually works in two shifts. The morning shift. may continue till 11 aar. He resumes work

again in the-afternoon at about 4 p.a. “In the busy season he begins his first shift early and leaves

;- off work late at night. During the off season or when agricultural work is heavy he - stops weaving or

reduces his;hours, e
so e g

& 4. One interasting  feature of this industry isthat it is almost™ entirely on a cash -basis. ;s little
i el o . 1 y .

business is. done on ' eredit. ' The Marwari merchants, who till now.
control the market and dictate prices, demand ready cash for their

.- yarn, The ivea\,}er brings his cloth to the mark't, when middlemen. parchase it from him for eash.

. The middleman (locally paikar) sells it to retailers for cash. This is- perhaps ‘the only inlustry in.

: ,l‘} : : Marts.

~ which there has so far been no serious grievance against the middlémen, who, by the way, are

themselves Naths. "But with oversupply—local supply exceeding the local demand —the middlemen

. will ‘become a menace to the weavers. And at the time of writing * signs are not wanting that the
/. -danger js not far ahead, T SR : '

5. The chief ‘'mart is Narsingpur. It is owned and managed by the Nath' community for their
’ . ' own benefif and has 500 members on roll, - It meets weekly on
> , - ‘thursdays from about 12 4. to 2 par. The sales range from
‘Rs. 5,000 per week in the ‘slack season to Rs. 50,000 per week during the busy months.” I estimate

- that the total annual sale comes to about Rs. 6,00,000. The total sale of yarn at Karimganj is over

6,00,000 "and my calculation is that when woven - the market value df the clothis roughly

" “Rs.” 9,00,000 for the whole subdivision.

6. Prices at Narsingpur are quoted  in terms of per 4 pairs (locally Zali). At ‘the time of my

o Lo - enquiry the mean 'quotation ‘was Rs. 11 per Zal¢ for 9 cubit dhutis
, N _ or nearly 5 annas per yard length. L '
At the time of iny'enqgiry cost and profits to the weaver worked out as under : — ‘
o R A 7 - Cost (per week), -

Prices and earnings.

*Rovenue (per week)."

‘ o L T . Rso o8 S Rs. a.
"10 pairs of di yds, dhutisat Rys':‘li L ‘ 2 bundles of yara- (12’s ‘and 14’_5) .
per_hali(4 pairs) ~ oo 208 et Rs 100 . we 20000
SRR T s . Dyo = e SNl
L . R " R 1
0 . Netprofit (perweekj -~ - 7. 8
L ' 27 . 8

- 'Hencé moxilthly_ean;ings‘of f;he family would be Rs, 80, provided. they work aégrage time for’

\vthe whole month, As a matter of fact, full time is not put in, I have been. told, except during -

the season. -~ This profit can go up to Rs. 52 and more if they weave 40's or higher counts. = Bat:

- loeal ‘demand for finer counts is limited and precarious, and producers are mot able to take’ the risk

of . manufacturing for distant markets; for want of any form of modern organisqtion.
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SRR : o - » s, The‘_f-systexﬁ has completely: demorali-ed the Namasudra tilixﬁ-m‘aker';f ‘The chain ofr"unn’e'ces-
b IL—BAMBOO MATS.. 47 7 Result ofsystem. . sary- middlemen jeaves him . foo = small. a ‘margin even for mere.”

‘ R ~animal existence and his only escape now from the - operation . of this ...
heartless - exploitation, is through - underhand sale, ' The problem is to, eliminate the now useless

. 1. This is an cld’ local industry which has been growing in volume and value with increasing . :
E . pétydddir. and smaller merchants and fo bring the" matmakers-into_ direct touch with the stevedores, .’

Uses and demand facilities for -export and -increasing demand. The industry is’ confined:
s ] v

Namasudrasdosing their land ). ‘ ‘ : , . . , o
The demand for mats is both local and external. The local usé of bamboo mats is chiefly for—

: Soane B kalmp‘s-b-.enﬁix':éli'fo"'Nani':ishd:x-as, Who  udertake it as a subsidiary .- brick fields, and jute centres, or at least with' the exporting ‘merchants of Karimganj. = AS regards
occupation to agriculture (but the position of the ﬁWQ oceupations is, becoming - reversed owing to the . ,the latter, the following table will show how far the producer wiil beniefit by om0 T

{
A N

(1) temporary Wa],ls and sheds, ‘.’t?" : i. L ) ‘ SO : Distribqfion lpf the sam of Re, 100 (sale priee). e
2) rooﬁng for country boats. T , " Brio of mate parchased by Kartmgan] exporta — J‘l S |
The external demand -is _bgsi@eg the ab:ovq,‘fg.rvuse ,371‘50 0= B e o S L. - matermis |- - 5}833;‘25. I resdadr. B Rerchampe er T
. (3) Jute godowns, (4) Brick fields, : (5) Ships.. . o ) T 7 : T 5 o i RS
It is really the last three sources of demand that are responsible for the present growth ‘and size of © B ey S . :
the industry. ‘ . - PR e s R : ) PR L ol . :
~ The demand varies with the season. It is:strongest from' autumn’ o spring. Slackness = Cmsl R A S Re o R TP
sets” in with the onset of the monsoon, and the market is weakestin July and . August.. In this : AR BRSNS IERRICTE R RS s oo Bsac g o Bean
period, the brick field demand has ceased and the jute godown demand has not, yet ‘begun, ~ At the . = 100 s A T e eg 2l 108 T 10, 800
same time large supplies -of forest bamboos have' been - brought down the rivers, tending to lower - T | 68 percenty | (21 per cantyy | (10 per cent.) | (10'5 por cent )~ -
production costs and. opening of water communication also renders local markets ‘more aceessible. | <. . e e ‘ RN s 4 : , OO ARR
2. The average price per hundred pieces of bamboo mats obtained by makers is’ about Rs: 314 o Lo R O TP GO pre e g | N
S Lo - " The average export price {at Karimganj) is- believed to be Rs. 5 (it [ Bx e].lmma.tm.g these two uncalled-fir- middlemen by the simple process of organising co-operative
Prices and earning. not higher). The total turn over per year is estimated to range *» - - sale societies, the income of the Namasudras could be doubled. - =~ - S e
from 50 lakhs to 75 lakhs of pieces, The estimated n%onthly output and income per family are :—- e ST e T g G e
. e * | output per (bi- Output per : Output per Net montly incomae / G e ! Froch alen s III' PATI‘ S _ ] .
Nuniber of working days per week: . weekly) hat. Wegk.“ ~ o month, i per family. o ) R . S Lk ( : : IERURRTIE . E
R - Sl BN L o Patiy also known/as sitalpats, i.e., cool mat, is one of" phoSéi‘o]d industries of which- Sylhet is -
. T T \ T e -justly proud. . A hundred years back, sifalpati made from ivory formed.a regular article of manu-‘
Lt , 0 I R R Ay ‘dacture in Sylhet. But the industry is riow not merely decaying but- actually.dead; and “the delicate
— ; —— e — . - art of making patis out of ivory is possibly lost oo, 1'saw a specimen of ivory pat7 in 1906, :
, S D RN S Lo Lo Bs Bs o riyy Murta® cane patis, however, are now having an increasingly large volume of ' business. The
ﬂ4.dag"s G e B0 pieces | 10| - 400 -4 to .mg * presenbnote i confined to murte patis only.- S R P AR '
" ‘ o o N b T . to 11 UL Qualities and uses i , .
C Evayday .. e 200 | 1200 | (801 8 to 1l - i Quali ‘et and waes i ‘ e |
— — : ’ T t)] Ordmary quaht;;es are used as— o T TR S SR
~ This c,ot'tage industry too is worked on the family system, men doing the: work of preparing.. | 4 -7 (a) A covering for the bedstead. " RN EREEIR R

the bamboo and women weaving them. - They usually work for'2 days per 4a¢ or 4 days.per week .. "
Fingers are liable to be injured if work is continued from day to' day. With ordinary speed Re. 1 to . R o _ s . ) RS S : S
Re.bl-6‘per week is the average Income per family ; while Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-12 represents. the limif e 7(0) A ‘convenient - Campkqhau‘- n " villages to spread - out when there are ‘guests to -
of the f:'mﬂily's earnings. I take 3 able-bodied adults (men and women) - to  be the_ strength of the* SRR "~ receive, S oo e C S
average family. o B T

_ 8. The distance that separates the mab-makers from the jute céntres and from the Caleutta. '

@) Someth}ng toplace under the bed.’

A

14 (2) Skép or long pati—for ceremonial occasions, meetings and ‘musical performances,

_ port. on the one hand, and from the bamboo , forests on the other ;=7 R (8) Sitalpats (proper)—- o RSO ‘
Distributing agency—middlemen. and, secondly, the volume of the trade and the want of any. organisa-" R SRR . , SR : S S o
i , , ~ tion of these cottage workers to handle go large a business, have ° | . Very fine pieces are spread out on the bed during summer and form lnxuriously cool :

afforded facilities” for adistressingly long chain of middlemen to squeeze themselves into the i L coverings that easily induce sleep. - They are real works of art, and good pieces 24 yards
arrangement. Lo - _ S e S _ _ X 1} yards may command a price up to Rs, 100 each. : o S

First in order comes the purchase of raw materials. The extraction of bamboo from- the forest . - . {4) Floor mats :— R ‘ :
is dope as an annual business by a certain class of people. In most cases they prefer to sell their R T L ‘1'. T L ey it
stock to wholesale purchasers who carry it to the principal marbs and - make a profit- by reselling - e ’Lux_'opean sojourners in thf.P alns use it as a floor covering, ffor ~which pucpose fur_nmbers B
~to Jocal dealers, or the pdfyddirs in certain cases. ~The mat-makers purchase their supplies of S will cut up a long pa’s and weave the sides into perfectly whole joints with ‘the - A

, bamboo from either of ‘these classes of people.  The former generally . sell for cash or short credit 3
while the latter prefer to advance bamboo, charge higher (than market) rates, and in the bargain
bind the mat-maker to sell his output to him at lower (than market) rates. Obviously the producer
stands to lose at both ends by the latter arrangement.  Credit rates, for bamboo afe often as high

appearance of one single pafé exactly fitting the room, - -
k 7 " 2 Direction of the demand— » \ P

Ordinary patis are strongly in demand all'over Bastern and Northern Bengal. Calcutta isa-

as 25 per cent. above cash rates ; and the difference is seldom less than 12} per cent. - The mat-maker =~ . brisk selling " centre, swhile Burma is a paying market. Upper Asfsam,_is taking - larger quantities
rarely extracts his own bamboo from the forest. He takes the bamboo and’ prepates the mats. He , - every year. . Mymensingh seems to be able to consume cheap gas almost in any quantity. T
b 1e e i vty Thore o the pdiyads xaly s doosin by tho ol e e might e vy gl i oot orgiion T puhiogon o x|
to overdraw a certain ‘sum nominally free of interest against mats deposited, on condition, -first, that <+ ‘ gr,e oresee a wide field for co-operative sa @ socleties, S - ~ ' .

~ he sells his entire output fo him alone, and, secondly, that he  should give him a pair of mats to the

 rupee above the market. rates for cash sellers. For example if the rate for mats is Rs. 4 per hundred P C
pieces” or 124 pairs per rupee, for those with a book account the rate would be 131 pairs per rupee. - - - The cliief centres of the trade are :—'
It is obviously to the interest of the pdiyddir to tempt the producer to take an advance and sell ab -
reduced rates. This'is always done and advances are allowed to stand over from year to year. The ' : o . / T
.pdiydddr’s clients are his bondsmen. ond the client is, I am told, insulted-and not unoften assaulted, . - .(2) Daser Bazar (for medium qualities).
if he is found selling to any other person.. This is not only. done in the case of a man who has .- : : '
himself. taken an' advance, possibly a decade - or fifteen” years ago, but also for advances taken' by his- : : LA, s
father.! After the pdiydddrs come : retail and wholesale merchants and’ Calcatta agents, ‘before the . - Tltol. <o % Maranta or Clinogyne dichotoma (Ass. pafides).
consumers at the end of the chain are reached. ' SR S & S ST , SR : : o ’ '

’ 3.;—Locqlz;ori'of the iﬁdu;try— :

: (1) Baiaga.hj (for £iner Qualities). .

&

* . (8) Kaliganj (for coarse kinds).

N AT .
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