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NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA
ANNUAL REPORT, 1984

SOME HIGH- The year witnessed construction and commissioning
LIGHTS of a fully airconditioned separate room for the storage

of microfilm collections available with the National
Archives of India.

The Government of India conveyed its administra-
tive approval for the construction of a separate eight
storeyed service block at an estimated cost of
Rs. 2.70 crores. A sum of Rs. 2.25 crores was also
sanctioned to provide airconditioning facilities to the
stack-wing of the annexe as well as the existing three
floors of the National Archives of India. A piece of
land for the construction of a functional building for
the Records Centre of the National Archives of India,
Pondicherry, was purchased at a cost of Rs. 4,06,258.

Another outstanding feature of the year was the
cclebration of the Archives Week, 29 November to
5 Dccember, 1984. During the week efforts were
made to give wide publicity to the importance of
Archives through a number of programmes, including
mounting of an exhibition entitled, ‘EKTA’ where
documents and photographs pertaining to National
integration were displayed. A special exposition
entitled, ‘Strongholds of India’ was also arranged as
part of the ‘Open House’ programme, which inter-alia
included a guided tour to the muniment room,
preservation and réprography units with a view to
familiarise the visitors with the various activities of
the Department.



STAFF

PLAN
SCHEMES

Shri 8. N. Sharma. Assistant Director of Archives,
was appointed as Deputy Director of Archives on
3 July, 1984, Smt. A. Verma, Sarvashri S. S. Saxena,
P. L. Madan, Jayanti Das were appointed as Assistant
Directors of Archives on 11 January. 11 January, 29
February and 7 April, 1984 while Shri A. K. Sharma
was appointed as Administrative Officer on 20 Nov-
ember, 1984. Smt. G. D. Vashist, Shri Teg Singh,
Smt. Sunita Kalra, Sarvashri Navratan Singh and
Kishin Chand were appointed as Archivists on 11
January. 11 January, 18 July, 31 July and 22 August,
1984. Besides, sarvashri J, P.  Bhattacharya (3
January, 1984) and A. R. Singh (15 September, 1984)
were appointed 35 Assistant Enginecr and Librarian
respectively on the dates shown againsi tacir names.

Shri S. Sarkar, on return from deputation to Central
Records and Documentation Centre, Reserve Bank
of India, Punec resumed duty in the Regional Office
of the National Archives of India at Bhopal as Assis-
tant Director on | May. 1984. Shri B. L. Razdan,
who is on deputation to the Ministry of National Heri-
tage and Culture, Government of Sultanate of Oman
since 24 February, 1983. was appointed as Scientific
Officer on 5 June, 1984.

The plan schemes of the National Archives of India
for inclusion in the VII Five Year Plan, 1985-90,
were prepared and forwarded to the Department of
Culture with ap estimated outlay of Rs, 40 crores.
Apart from the 15 continuing schemes, two new
schemes viz., (i) Expansion of Research and Refer-
ence Services, and (i) Archives Accessioning in the
Annexe, have been proposed for implementation
during 1985-86. Qther new Schemes included for
tmplementation during the 7th plan period are: (i)
Automated Information Storage and Retrieval of
Records ; (i) Educational Services and Planning Cell ;

ACCESSIONS

(iii) Intermediate Records Centres for Ministries/
Departments of Central Government ; (iv) Feeder Unit
for Conservation, Microfilming of Records, Storage
and Maintenance Services; (v) Expansion of Hindi
Unit and (vi) Consultancy Services.

The total accession of the Department for the year
1984 may be put under the following categories:

Public Records

The Department received 666 files (1951-54) of the
Ministry of External Affairs and 649 files (1932—58)
of the Ministry of Education.

Private Papers

The collection of private papers continued to grow
with fresh acquisitions, A brief description of the
additions made to the collection is given below:

(i) Smt. Pratima Sen Gupta (formerly Lt. Pratima
Pa] of Rani Jhansi Regiment of the Indian
National Army) donaled a few items compris-
ing : (a) a pictorial biography of ‘Netaji’ edited
by Sisir Kumar Bose and B. N. Sinha; (b) a
brochurc on ‘Netaji and Burma’; (¢) an article.
‘Thirty seven years ago with INA™ published
in Jmage and another article ‘Netaji—The
Legendary Sca-gull”, published in The Telegraph
and (d) a photo-album containing photographs
of Netaji, Lt Pratima Pal and other LN.A.
personnel.

(i) Shri B. D. Chaturvedi deposited another in-
stalment of 26 letters written to him by Dr.
Hazari Prasad Dwivedi. These letters cover
the period 1938—78.

(iii) The Tagore Research Institute, Calcutta, dona-
ted xerox copies of 4 letters in Bengali written
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by Rabindra Nath Tagorc and Pavitro Gango-
padhyaya.

(iv) Four fetters written by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
S. P. Scott and Lord Mountbatten to Sardar
Baldev Singh in 1947 regarding Punjab situa-
tion and mecting with M. A. Sinnah etc.. wgre
teceived from an unknown donor.

(v) A copy of prochure. containing messages of the
President of fndia and other Heads of States,
compiled by the Narits Shin Shoji Temple,
Japan, on the occasion of 1150th anniversary
of the altgjinment of Nirvana of Kobo Daishi,
the founder of the Shin-Gon Scct of Buddhism,
was received through the Ministry of External
Affairs,

Microfilms

The microfilm collection of records and of private
papers of Indign interest [rom abroad was cnriched
further through purchases and cuttural exchange pro-
grammes cntered into with various countrics,  Among
the notable accessions were: (i) two rolls of John Henry
Hutlon papers (1917--38) consisting mainly of tour
diarics, amhmpo]ogical notes and articles ; (i) one roll
of proscribed publications (1930} in Urdu containing
works like Dard-i.yyatan, Kranti, Drama on Mahatma
Gandhi, Muhibbi.jowatan cte.; (i) 13 rolls of ‘Mi-
autes of Councij of India” (1858-—1947) consisting of
minutes of the Adviscrs to the Secretary of State,
minutes of dissent py members of the Council of India,
minutes on orders of communications made under
the urgency clauge of the Government of India Act,
1858 ctc. : (iv) 1} rolls of Political and Secret Memo-
randa  (1867—1921) containing information about
Punjab and Sind frontier, India’s froatier policy, Hed-
zaj Railway, expedition to Lhasa etc. ; and (v) one rol

PUBLICA-
TIONS

of Lansbury Papers (1927—35) containing among other
matters information about the Commonwealth of India
Biil, 1927. Indiap National Congrcss, India League etc,

Books

The acquisition  of books for the Library kept a
satisfactory pace. 571 books were added, which in-
cluded. those purchased by the Library as well as
those received on complimentary basis.

l. Fort William—India House Correspondence

The revised proof copy of the Volume XIV. the
last in the scrics, edited by Prof. Amba Prasad., was
checked and made ready for printing. The volume is
expected to come out of the Press by the end of 1985.

2. The Indian Archives

With a view to stimulate intcrest in and imparting
knowledge of the science of archives-keeping, this
official journal is being published since 1947. And
while Volume XXXII, No. 1 (January-June, 1983)
and No. 2 (July-December, 1983) were published and’
distributed during the period, Volume XXXIIIL. No, 1
(January-Junc 1984) was made ready for the Press.

3. Proceedings of the Indian Historical ~Records
Conmmission

Volume XLVIIL Part T of 48 Scssion of the Com-
mission hcld at Gandhinagar (Gujarat) in June, 1982,
comprising details of inaugural session. business ses-
sion ctc.. was brought out in cvclostyled form, and
Part II of the said volume comprising papers presented
at the academic scssion and symposium was brought
out in printed form.



4. National Register of Privatz Records

Under this series, Volume XTI was brought cut. It
contains information reccived during 1977-78 from
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar. Delhi. Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, Orissa. Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, as well as regarding the miaterini received in
the Department from private individuals. institutions,
and microfilms acquired from repositorics abroad.
Besides, Prcliminary editing of Volum: XIV was
completed.,

5. Bulletin of Research Theses and Dissertations

Volume XII of the Bulletin was brought out during
the period. It comprises information pertaining to
historical research on post-1600 period. as  received
from various Universities, state aschives, research insti-
tutions covering the period 1980-82. alongwith the
information on rescarches conducted by scholars in
the Research Room of the National Archives of India.

6. Descriptive List of Persian Correspondence

Volume 11 comprising 760 {:tters in Persian for the
year 1802 was brought out.

1. Catalogue of Fort William College Collection

The work on this publication is nearly complete.

8. Catalogue of the Forest Maps of the Survey of
India

A Catalogue of Forest Maps, having additions and
corrections upto 1977, was brought cut.

9. Catalogue of Progcribed Literature banned by the
Raj

The work on this catalogue was completed and it
was sent to the press for printing,

PUBLICA-
PROGRESS

RECORDS

ARCHIVES
MANAGE-
MENT for the period 1982-83 was printed and distributed to

10. Annual Report of the National Archives of India
The report for 1983 was published and distributed.

A Brochure on Private Papers and ‘Desh Bhakii Ke
Geet' and a catalogue of Janak Dulari collection of
periodicals are in progress.

Implementation of Archival Policy Resoluticn

While the Tenth Report of the Director of Archives
on the implementation of Archival Policy Resolution

all the Central Government Offices. the Eleventh Re-
port (1983-84) was compiled and scnt to the Depart-
ment of Culture for approval.

Scrutiny of Retention Schedule for Records

In compliance with the requirements under para-
graph 6 of the Archival Policy Resolution (1972), study
reports alongwith the vetted Retention Schedules for
records of the following .agencies were forwarded to
them for further neccssary action: Ministry of Irriga-
tion, Department of Electronics/Electronics Commis-
sion, Department of Power, 11 Subordinate Offices of
the Directorate General of All India Radio, New Delhi,
Commission of Railway Safety, Luckncw, National
Film Archives of India, Pune, Central Board of Film
Certification, Bombay, and Film Division, Bombay.

Besides, spot study of the records of 18 Ministries/
Departments /Offices was completed during the period
under report. These study 1eports aiongwith the
vetted Retention Schedules for tecords of the follow=
ing agencics were forwarded to them for implementa-
tion/comments: Ministry of Rural Development, De-
partment of Education, Department of Culture, Direc-
torate General of Posts and Telegraphs, Post Master
General (Delhi Circle), Zonal Council Secretariat of
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Ministry of Home Affairs, Planning and Investigation
Organisation, (all in New Delhi), and Dircctorate of
Marketing and Inspcction. Faridabad, and Family Wel-
fare, Training und Rescarch Centre, Bombay.

Spot study of records of th:e Ministry of Defence
and the Department of Family Welfare is in progress.

Records Management Study

Studies of records management probiems of the
following agencies were undertaken during the period :
Income Tax Department, Finance Commission of the
Departmeny of  Economic  Affairs, Department  of

Hydrological Observation (Planning and Develop- |

ment), Department of Industrial Development. Govern-
mcqt of India (all in New Delhi), Directorate of
Weights and Measures, Office of the Scheduled Castes
a.nd Scheduled Tribes, Office of the Food and Nutri-
ton Board, Southern Region, (all in Madras), Re-
scarch, Designs and Standards Organisation, Luck-
now and Accountant General, Jaipur, Rajasthan, De-
p‘artmcnt of Education, Scicnce and Technology,
Government of Tamil Nadu, Madras,

Appraisal of Records

. Appraisal of non-current  records  of the
Ministrics/ Departments of the Government of India
by the Records Management Division made steady
progress. The records  appraised  belonged to the
Ministries of: Home Aflairs {1948-55), Law (1932-54),
and Education (1945-58), crstwhile Departments of
Finance, including Central Board of Revenue (1873-
1946), Dircctorate General of Posts and Telegraphs
(1948-58), and Crown Representatives’ Records at
Central Record Office, Rajkot (1873-1947). OQut of
182,693 files appraised, only 35,224 files were mark-
¢d for permanent retention, thus resulting in saving

737.35 lincar metres of shelf-space and Rs. 1.47.469
per annum towards their shelving cost.  (Sec Appen-
dix-1).
Archival Legislation

(iy With a view to cnact a Public Records Act, the
plan of action and illostrative points were revised on
the basis of discussions held with the Department of
Personnel and Administrative Reforms. and Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs and the case has been referred
to the Cabinct Sccretariat for their consideration.

(ii) With a view to preserve the cultural heritage of
the country, which is lying scattered in the form of
private papers with the ox-Raias. princely States and
zaminduars the Government of India have been deli-
berating to give a ‘Statutory Base’ to these valuable
papers under the proposed ‘Bill on Records of Na-
tional Importance’.  Accordingly, illustrative points
for the proposed law have been framed which would
prevent the unwarranted destruction of records. frau-
dulent dcalings. their cxport, and  above all would
ensure their proper maintenance, failing which the
government may compulsorily acquire such records by
notification.

Striving in the aforesaid dircction, a meeting was
convened on 24 November 1984 under the chairman-
ship of the Education Secretary, Government of India
wherein it was decided that the comments of the Edu-
cation Secretaries of the States on the said illustrative
points might be obtained befor: proceeding further
with the Bill. The case regarding framing the pro-
posed law is thus under active consideration of the
Government of India.

Checking and Arrangement
54.186 files. 10,153 volumes and 6,044 bundles/
boxes were checked and arranged in proper sequence.
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REFERENCE

10

MEDIA

2,600 maps were re-classificd, and checking and
arrangement of about 100 Indian Atlas sheets. and
13.087 items belonging to private paper collections of
Dadabhai Naoroji, Jairamdas Daulat Ram. Gen, K. M.
Cariappa  and Indra Vidya Vachaspati were
completed.

With a view to facifitate rescarch among the record
series, which have neither any lists nor any indices,
the Department had undertaken an  extensive pro-
gramme for preparation of reference media.  Accord-
ingly. 15400 files belonging to Central Tndia Agency
(1804-1955), Punjub State Agency (1844-i950), My-
sore Residency (1881-93), and  Finance Department.
Fig;lation [l Branch (1927-42) were descriptively
isfed.

As for the Private Papers. the following jobs were
completed : check listing of 7.019 of Dadabhai Naoroji
Papers, 545 items of Jairamdas Daulat Ram Papers,
1,082 items of Gen. K. M. Cariappa Papers. 299 items
of Indra Vidya Vachaspati Papers. 26 items of B. D.
Chaturvedi Papers ; and subject listing of 517 itcms
of Dadabhai Naoroji Papers. 60 items of Gian Singh
Rargwala Papers, 696 items of Indra Vidya Vachas-
patt Papers, 12 jtems of Mutiny papers and 35 items
of Champaran Satyagrah Collection. As for oricntal
records. 142 letters of Persian Ceriespondence (3 803)
were descriplively listed, 562  documents of Inayat
Jang Collection (1719-48) and 194 Persian/Urdu files
were descriptively docketed. and 65 proclamations and
legal papers were subject listed.

_ VYork regarding compilation of ‘Guide to Records
in tne National Archives of India’ (Pt. VIII) covering
the records of the Commerce aad Industrics Depart-
ment. Indian Munitions Board. Board of Industries
and Munitions, Commerce Department, Industrics

RESEARECH
AND
REFERENCE

REPROGRA-
PHY AND
CONSERVA-
TION SER-
VICES

Depariment, and Industries and Labour Department
(1905-48) was continued, Writc-ups of 42 branches of
Commerce and Industry Department were ccmpleted.

As usual, the Research Room of the Department
was kept open for the benefit of scholars from 9.00
AM. 1o 8.00 P.M. and on holidays and Sundays from
930 AM. to 430 P.M.

As many as 1,191 scholars availed of the research
facilitics. Of these. 397 scholars were newly enrolled.
These included 32 forcign scholars from countries, like
United States of Amcrica, Canada. United Kingdom,
German Democratic Republic, Federal Republic of
Germany, Sweden, Hungary, New Zealand. Denmark,
Czechoslovakia, Japan. Thailand, Nepal, Iraq etc. '

The Department attended to 55.522 requests for
records /books. and 605 requests fer microfilms. 56
requests for specific topics wer: received from various
government departments, institutions and individuals,
which involved calling out information from records
and published sources. (Sec Appendix I and 11-A).

Reprography

To cope up with the incrcasing demands for micro-
film copies of tecords from the Research Institutions
and scholars in India and abroad, an additional micro-
film camera (MRD-11) was installed in the Repro-
graphy Unit.

As part of its regular programme, microfilming of
Military Department Proccedings (1862-72), Foreign
(Political) Consultations (1833-36). and Indices to re-
cords of the Foreign (Secret Branch) (1772-1859). and
(Foreign Branch) (1784-1840) was completed. Be-
sides, records of Home (Political Branch) Proceedings
(1917-22) were microfilmed under the exchange agree-
ment programme with the India Office Library and
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12

Records, London., The & Mlowiag Bgures indicate the
output of reprographic work Juring the period under
report: 2.46.962 cxposures of microfilm, 2,261 metres
of positive prints, 1.733 enlarg:ment prints and 45.848
XCrOX copies.

Apart from this, technical information and guidance
un various reprographic aspects were given to 27 out-
side agencies. (See Appendix TII).

Conseryation

90.168 sheets were repaired.  OF these 39,145 sheets
were done through machine lamination, 12,299 sheets
through solvent lamination process. 21,179 sheets with
tissue paper, and 16,545 sheets with full pasting.
Besides. 610 volumes. 776 books, §8 fils and 4.764
miscellaneous jtems were bound, and 1.508 volumes

and 3.447 bundles of records weie fumigated and air-
cleaned,

A workshop on ‘Conservation of Books and Docu-
ments” was organised at the World Book Fair held in
New Delhi from 4 to 14 Februarv. 1984, It aroused
much .interest in the public as well as the busiaess
cxccutives of the book publishing trade.

Technical information/advice regarding repair and
rehabilitation of records was provided to 11 outside
agencies. (See Appendix [1I-A).

Research Laboratory

With a view to find out their suitability and use in
the repair ang rehabilitation of reccrds, the Conserva-
tion Research Laboratory continued to carry out tests
on various repair materials, such as hand-made paper,
bond paper and tissue paper. Expcriments were cone
ducted to impart flexibility to old and fragilc palm
feaves.  Samples of Microfilm wers also cxamined to
find out their residual hypo contont and silver salts.

TOWARDS

The Department seems to be on the anvil of making
a major break through in the manufacture of high
grade tissuc paper indigenously for the restoration of
documents. To achieve this, the Department has been
working in close cooperation  with the Khadi and
Village Industriecs Commission and tests have been
conducted of a few samples to  determine their
suitability.

Besides, technical information on various aspects
of conservation of cultural property was supplied to
38 organisations. and institutions interested in main-
taining their records.  manuscripts and  books.  (Sce
Appendix TII-B).

Selection of matcrial for the project from different

FREEDOM scrics of Public Records. Privatc Papers and Micro-
PROJECT i collections in the National Archives of India

and records at State Archives of Tamil Nadu. and
Andhra Pradesh was continued. In all 17.047 pages
and 1.530 exposures of material relevant to the pro-
ject covering the period 1937-47 were sclecfed from
(a) records of the State Agencics of Central India,
Kolhapur, Deccan. Rajputana and Mysore (b) Private
Papers of Sir Sita Ram. V. S. Shastri, C. Rajagopala-
chari. Dr. Sampurnanand. P. ¥. Malviya. P. D, Tan-
don and Linlithgow ; and (c) State Archives of Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

Besides, 2.748 pages of extracts from the following
records/ microfilms were sent to the Indian Council
of Historical Research, New Delhi alongwith their list
of contents:

Maharashtra State Archives (Home Special) (1938-
39). Office of the I. G. Police (Tniclligence), Govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh, (1937-39). and Linlithgow
Collection, (1938).
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SCHOOL OF

14

The School of Archival Studies continued to inipart
training in various aspects of archival science at the
professional as well as sub-professional  levels. As
for the One Year Diploma Course, a new revised
syllabus having 6 compulsory papers was  finalised
and adopted.

The various training courses conducted by the
School during the year were:

Diploma Course in Archival Studies (1983-84)

Theoretical and practical training was imparted to
Il candidates, which included one each from Bangla
Desh, and Kenya, and 2 from Botswana. Arrange-
ments were also made for delivering  cxtension lec-
tures by eminent persons in the field of archives admi-
mistration,  conservation,  reprography, information
dissemination ete, (See Appondix 1V). Bcsides, a
study tour of the Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Madu
State Archives was organised to acquaint the trainees
with the working of those Archives. All of them com-
pleted this course successfully. (See Appendix TV-A).

Diploma Course in Archival Studies (1984-85)

The 1984-85 session of the Diploma Course com-
menced on 1 Scptember, 1984 with 14 trainees on the
roll.  Besides, 4 private candidates, 3 candidatcs spon-
sored by the State Archives of Meghalaya, and Uttar
Pradesh and  Behrampur University have been ad-
mitted into this course. 7 candidates sponsored by the
National Archives of Malaysia, Kenya, Uganda and
Sri Lanka have also been admitied. This training is
being imparted in consonance with the revised

syllabus.
Short Term Certificate Courses

Under the short-term course of training for the bene-
fit of the ecmployecs of the Central/State Government

PUBLIC
RELATIONS

Departments and institutions. the following certificate
courses were conducted :

IX and X Courses in Reprography (2 April to 25
May 1984 and 6 Scptember to 30 October 1984) with
6 and 7 trainces respectively  on the voll. XIX and
XX Courscs in Records Management (17 April to 11
June 1984 and | Dccember 1934 to 25 Jatuary 1985)
with 6 and 11 trainecs respectively op the roll. X and
XTI Courses in ‘Carc  and Conseravtion of Books,
Manuscripts and Archives” (2 July fo 25 August 1984
and 2 November to 22 December 1984) with 2 and 3
trainecs respectively on the roll and XX Course in
‘Scrvicing and Repair of Recoids’ (3 September to
27 October 1984) with 6 trainees on the roll (See Ap-
pendices 1V B-H).

Basides, (heoretical and practical (raining was im-
parted to the 4 trainces  sponscred by the Gujarat
Vidvapeeth.

As part of its programme for  creating archival
awarencss among the people, the National Archives
of India organised cxhibitions, lectures, workshops ete.
on wide ranging subjects. One publicity display on
‘Enemics of Records’ was put up at Shastri Bhawan,
New Dclhi during  Fobruary-March, 1984, A few
specimen  high-lighting  various aspects of archives
were also displayed in the show-cases, specially put
up at the cntrance of the National Archives of India.
A feature on the National Archives of India cntitled
‘Here Lives the Past’ was relayed over the All India-

Radio.

Exhibition

To coincide with the 37th anniversary of our inde-
pendence, an exhibition entitled ‘Wom:n in India’s

15
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Freedom Struggle, 1824-1947, based on original docu-
ments, photographs cartoons wd exiracts from publi-
shed sources and newspaper-clippings, was mounted
from 16 to 22 August, 1984. It drew a large number
of visitors Tepresenting a  cross-section of society.
Among the distinguished visitors, mention may be
made of: late Sm!. Indra Gandhi. the then Prime
Minister of India, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, wife of our
pr'csent Prime¢  Minister, Smt. Sheila Kaul, the then
Minister of Statc for Education ard Culture. Smt. Serla
Grewal, the then Education Secretary, Ministry of Edu-
cation and Cultyre, Dr. (Smt.) Kapila Vatsyayan,
the then Additiona] Sccretary, Ministry of Education
apd Culture, Prof, C. L. Anand. the then Joint-Educa-
tional Adviser, Ministry of Education and Culture.
Shri Dhanik La] Mandal M.P., Shri T. N. Chaturvedi.
Comptroller of Auditor General of India. Smt. Aruna
Asaf Ali, Smt. Kalpana Joshi and Shri Y. T. Shah.
In view of the enthusiastic public response the exhi-
bition was further extended up to 15 September 1984.

Lectures

The following two lectures were arranged for the
benefit of the staff and trainees : (i) Dr. R. 1. Bingle,
C.urator, European Manuscripts Section. India Office
Library and Records, London, spoke on ‘Private Re-
corqs’ on 2 February 1984, and (i) Prof. Dicthelm
Weidemann, Director School of Asian Stodics, Hum-
boldt University, Berlin, G.D.R. spoke on “The Archi-
Vi:l] System of the German Domocratic Republic- -its
history, structure gnd objectives, oa 3 December 1984,

Visitors

/_\ large  number of visitors. including  batches of
trainees from various institutions in and around Delhi,
visited the Department and were acquainted with its

activities. These included His Excellency Shri Yann.l,
the Japanese Ambassador to P.kistan, Shri L Hon.-
moto. Special Assistant, Embassy of Japan. New Delht,
Dr. R. J. Bingle of India Officz Library and Records.
London. Dr. Ali Mahadi, National Library of I?an,
Sarvashri G. A. Sanati, Director, National Ar.chlves
Organisation, Tran, Edwin Green, Archivist. Midland
Bank. London, C. N. Antony, Education Sccretary,
Government of West Bengal, Ali Waheed. Secretary.
National Centre for Linguistics and Historical Re-
search. Male, Maldives, and B. D. Dangol, Chief Re-
search Officer. Nepal Archives.

Celebration of International Archives Week

As usual, the Second International Archives Week
was cclebrated with ot of zeal and zest frem 29 Nov-
ember to 5 December 1984, wherein carnest eﬁf)rts
were made to provide wide publicity to thc. archives
through various programmes. specially designed for
the occasion.

Exhibition

An exhibition cntitled ‘EKTA". depicting original
documents, cartoons, photographs, ctc.. pertaining to
national intcgration, was mounted on 29 November
1984. Though the cxhibition was intenced on]y for
a week. it was cxtended up to 12 December 1984 in
view of the centhusiastic public response,

Opca House

This programme included a guided tour of a section
of the muniment room, preservation and reprography
units, film shows on Archives, and a miniature cxhi-
bition on ‘Strongholds of India’ wherein documcpts.
photographs and original maps refating to hi§t0r1cal
Forts and Fortresses were displayerd for the interest
of the visitors.
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COMMI-

TTEES AND

I8

CONFE-
RENCYS

Radio-talks

Radio-talks on ‘Keepig Archives' in English and
on “Dastavejan D Dekhbhal® in Puujabi and a discus-
sion in Urdu on  Archives  were broadeast over the
Delhi Station of the All India Radio. A pamphlet
entitled, “Our National Archives--A Glimpse’, a bro-
ch.urc on "EKTA4’  cxhibition. both in English and
Hindi as also a picture posteard were brought out on
the occasion,

Indian Historicy]l Records Cominission
The constitution of the Indian istorical Records
Commission wag revised.

National Committec of Archivists

.Thc thirty third meeting of tae National Com-
mittee of Archivists was held on 28 Tanuary 1684 at
”_10 National  Archives of Indic. 1he meceting con-
sidered important issucs likc: ‘Archival Courses in
Universities”,  “functional building for the Archives
offices’ and grant of ‘hazard avtowuance’ to the staff
member for ‘ardcus nature of work™ done in archival
repositories. - Follow-up action on ihe fines is presently
it progress.

Advisory Committee for the National Archives of

India

The first mecting of the Advisery Committee for
the National Archives of Indin constituted in Septem-
ber 1983 was hetd on 5 July 1984 under the chairper-
sonship of the Additional Seerciary, Department of
Culture. A report on the follow-up action- taken on
the recommendations of the Committee was forward-
ed to the chairperson.  Besides. status reports on the
tmnsfer of records to the Annecxe of (b National
Archives of Indi, building from various Ministries of
the Government of India and on the microfilming
programme of the National Archiyes of India wer;
sent to the members.

Meetings (National)

Dr. R. K. Perti, Director of Archives attended a
meeting of the Western Zonal Council at Gandhinagar,
Gujarat, in connection with the division of records
of the erstwhile Bombay State bstween Gujarat and
Maharashtra. He also attended the meeting of the
Standing Committee of the Northern Zonal Council at
Shimla in connection with the setting up of an archival
repository by the Himachal Pradesh Government. He
also attended the following mectings:

21st Annual Mceting of the Indian Council of His-
torical Research, New Delhi, !0th Annual Mecting
of the Advisory Committee of the Department of His-
torical and Antiguarian Studies, Guwahati, and the
meeting of the Governing Council of Vrindaban Re-
search Institute at Vrindaban.

Shri S. N. Sharma, Assistant Dircctor of Archives
attended the National Workshop of National Council
of Educational Research and Training at Pune.

The Department was represented in the 23rd
Annual Conference of the Institute of Historical Re-
search, Calcutta held at Trivandrum, and the 8th
Annual Conference of Indian History and Culture
Socicty held at Guwahati where papers on ‘Source
Material on the History of Navy (17th Century), and
‘Source Material on Thagi and Dacoity Practices in
India, 1829-1902 available in the National Archives
of India were presented. The Department as well
participated in the International Seminar on ‘Develop-
ment of Book Binding Technology’ organised by the
National Book Trust at New Delhi in February 1984
and one of the officers presented a paper on ‘Conserva-
tion of Books and Documents’ on 5th February 1984.

Meetings (International) :
Dr. R. K. Perti, Director of Archives was elected

as the Chairman of the SWARBICA, as also to the
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Execu.tiv'e Committee of Commonwealth Archivists
AssoFlatlon. He also participated in the following
meetings :

The X International Congress on Archives of the
Interl}ational Council on Archives at Bonn, and Heren-
chemisse, Federa] Republic of Germany from 15-28
Scptember 1984, At the Congress he presented a
paper on ‘Management of a Conservation Programme’.
Commonwealth Archivists Consultative Conference
in London, 11-13 April 1984, mectings of the Regional
Coordina‘ing Committee of he Project Guide to the
Sources of Asian History, 7-8 July 1984 and meeting
of the Exccutive Board and 2nd General Conference
of SWARBICA at JIslamabad, Pakistan, 9-11 July
1984, inaugural meeting of Commonwealth Archivist
Asscciation at Bonn. Federal Republic of Germany
on 1§lh Scptember 1984 and the Executive Committee
mecting at Bonn and Hercnchemisse.

Shri Ranbir Kishore, Chief of Repair and Conserva-
tion attended the meeting of the Committee on Con-
servation and Restoration and joint meeting of the
same with Committee on Sizillography of Interna-
tional Council on Archives held from 12-18 September
1984 at Buckcburg and Bonn in Federal Republic of
Germany.

Commiittee

The Director of Archives, National Archives of
India, has been appointed a member of the following
C(.)mmittees: Uttar Pradesh Archives Advisory Com-
mittee, Uttar Pradesh (Documcnts) Purchase Com-
mittee, the Library Committcs of the Indian Council
of Historical Research, New D:lhi, Sub-Committee of
Delhi. Administration for the purchase of Private
Archives/Records, and an ex-officio member of the

Society of the Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla.

GUIDE TO
THE SOUR-
CES OF
ASIAN
HISTORY

e

CULTURAL
EXCHANGE
PROG-
RAMME

Ve
rd
—

The National Guide Committce tor the implementa-
tion of the project ‘Guide to the Sources of Asian
History’ was reconstituted and re-christened as Advi-
sory Committee for Guide to the Sources of Asian
History. Prof. M. N. Das, Vice-Chancellor, Utkal Uni-
versity and the Director of Archives were appointed
as the Chairman, and ex-officio Member-Secretary
respectively of the Advisory Committee. comprising
15 members.

Under the Indo-USSR Cultural Exchange Pro-
gramme the Director of Archives visited U.S.S.R.
from 12 June 1984 for a period of two wecks. Apart
from acquainting himself with the archival and records
management practices followed in the Federal Gov-
crnment of the Soviet Union and the Republic of
Armenia, U.S.S.R. the Director of Archives also noted
down some documents of Indian ‘nterest for subse-
quently acquiring them. The Soviet archives autho-
rities were also requested to provide a complete list
of documents on the Shawl frade between India and
the Central Asia, especially Astrakhan. The work on
compilation of the said list is in progress.

During the period, the following microfilms/
documents /books were received under Cultural Ex-
change Programmes.

One microfilm roll pertaining to activitics of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose from the Central State Archives
of German Democratic Republic under the Indo-GDR
Cultural Exchange Programme.

Nine books (8 in Polish and cne in Russian) from
the Management of State Archives, Poland under the
Indo-Polish Cultural Exchange Programme.

Thirty xerox copies of a list in Russian pertaining
to Shawl Trade between India and US.S.R., and seven
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OFFICE,
BHOPAL

books were reccived from the Main Archives Admi-
nistration of U.S.S.R. under the Indo-USSR Cultural
Exchange Programme.

A booklet containing sclect vhrases used in admi-
nistration was compiled and distributed fo all sections
and senior officers for promoting use of Hindi in
officc work. Four mectings of thc Departmental
‘Rajabhasa Karyamvayan Samit? were held during the
year to review the use of Hindi in office work.

Apart from the usual translation of official corres-
pondence from English to Hindi, the section completed
the following major translation wotks: Annual Report
of the National Archives of India for the year 1983
catalogue of the *Patriotic Pocms banned by the Rap,
National Archives of India [Ilistorical Rescarch
Rules, 1982 ; Resolutions of the Indian Historical Re-
cords Commission, 1984 (Revised); captions of the
two cxhibition brochures—-Women in India’s Freedom
Strugale, 1824-1947 and ‘EKTA’. and two brochut:cs
‘Our National Archives—A Glimps:’ and another. “A
vision of Tndia’. Besides, some poems  relatmg to
Freedom Struggic in Hindi were selected from amongst
the literature banned by the British Raj for the pur-
pos¢ of publishing the same.

Of the staff nominated for training in Hindi, Shri
Probir Kumar Roy was awarded cash-prize for acquit-
ting himself creditably in Pragva cxamination.

A total number of 1,16.729 files/volumes/bundles/
maps/carton boxes/Gazettes of the following agen-
cies were sorted out, checked and arranged chronolo-
gically: Home.public, Police, Fducation, Political;
Finance and Commerce Department of the Govern-
ment of India (1860-1935); Daftar Insha of the ecrst-
while Bhopal State (1873-1900), and Gazettes of Agra,
Oudh, Andaman and Nicobar, Assam, Otissa, Punjab,

RECORD
CENTRE,
JAIPUR

Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Manipar, Madras and My-
sore (1871-1970).

Preparation of reference media ‘o the records was
continued. and in this connection the following items
of work were completed: Subiject list of 11.519 files
of Home (Public & Police) and Education Department
of Government of India for the years 1891 to 1918
and check-list of 1,714 files of Home (Public) Depart-
ment for the yecars 1896-1901, and 1,003 Garettes of
Agra and Andhra Pradesh (1861-1969). Besides, des-
criptive list of 364 documents for Voiume VI of
‘Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers® was prepared after
translating them from Persian into English.

As part of Archives Week Celchrations, an exhibi-
tion cntitled ‘Women in India’s i codom Strugale” was
organised from 23-29 November 1984,

The Preservation Unit  repaired 1993 sheets with
tissuc paper, and 275 sheets with chiffon, band lami-
nated 436 shects, machine laminated 217 sheets. guard-
ed 31.807 sheets, stitched 2,577 files. and bound 268

volumes. 7 Registers and 4 books. Besides, 1.641
volumes were fumigated.

As many as 5.868 files of Tontroller of Insurance
Records Series, and 943 files of Cuetoms Department,
Bombay were checked ang arranged.  Besides, 10.015
files of Controller of Tnsurane: record series were
appraised.  Of these, only 3471 files werc marked
for retention, thus saving approxiwnately 3.07 metres

of shelf-space and Rs. 6,144/- per annum towards their
shelving cost,

As part of the Archives Week Celebrations, an
cxhibition cntitled ‘Women in 1India’s Freedom
Struggle” was organised from 29 Novembar to 5 De-

cember 1984, It received good  response from the
public. :

(]
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The Preservation Branch repaired 2.373 shects with
tissue paper, hand laminated 496 sheets. guarded
24,417 sheets, fumigated 382 bundles, and 1.758 files,
stitched 3,221 jujs (sections) and 5 files, and bound
270 booklets,

The Reprography Unit continucd microfilming of
Rajputana Residency Records and as many as 19,484
exposurcs were made. The Unit also prepared 89
rolls and 2 strips of positive prints.

The major accessions were: 139 volumes of ‘Jour-

CENTRE, nal Official’; 85 volumes of ‘Repertoire’; 271 pro-
PONDICHERY

ceedings of Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly and
Council ; 274 issues of Gazettes of Pondicherry and
2 Mectal seals.

1,919 French and Tamil Tndex Cards of ‘Actes
Tabelliones’ serics were subject-listed, and 573 files of
judicial records, and 326 filcs of Ramanathapuram
Samasthanam were check-listed. Bezsides, on a request
from Shri Narasimhan, son of C. Rajagopalachari. a
team of staff members was deputed to  Madras to
arrange and list Rajaji's papers in his custody.

In the Preservation Unit, {10 bundles of records.

and 65 bundles of palm-leaf manuscripts were clean-
ed. and 475 volumes were fumigated.

12 trainees of the Regional Tiuining Institute of
Indian Audit and Accounts Depariment. Madras visit-
ed the Centre alongwith their officer-in-charge as part
of their training programme. A lccture on ‘Use of
Machinery for handling and Retricval of Records’ was
delivered for their benefit.

An exhibition entitled *Women in India’s Freedom
Struggle’ was arranged at the LIP.A. Hall. Pondi-
cherry from 29 November to 5 Ducember 1984,

—————

APPENDIX 1

Appraisal of Records in the National Archives of Iadia

Recommended

for Retenti.

Recommended
fordestruction

Appraised

No. of files

Inclusive

Years

Name of Ministry/Department

oy

(0]

Ministry of Home Affairs

2,771

~

3,751

(1948-55)

1.

9,618 12,105

21,723

1946)

(1873

, including

2. Erstwhile Department of Finance

Ceatral Board of Revenue.

S
—
P

Appraisal of Records in the Creating Agencies

- -

[ag]

~ -
(£

I

i~

1.24,656 10,317

35.00

L

1947)

~
K}

(187

Records at Central

Rajkot.

Crown Representatives

1.
Record Office,

<

od s

2,062

v

(}]

2,277

(1932—54)

2. Ministry of Law

4,833

4.291

(1948-—58) 124

sts & Telegraphs.

Directorate General. P,

3.

3,130

4,908

8,044

(1945—58)

-
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