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INDIAN ARCHIVAL TRAINING AND THE ARCHIVAL
TRAINING NEEDS OF ASIA : SOME
‘OBSERVATIONS*

Frank B. Evans
INTRODUCTION

THE MOST SERIOUS and pressing problem in the deve-
lopment of adequate archival and records management
systems and services in the world today is the shortage of
trained manpower. In Europe and in North America the
need for trained professionals has generally been met by
‘training programmes, formal and informal, established by
archival agencies themselves, or else by special schools that
emphasize the traditional auxiliary sciences of history, and
the administrative history, legal system, record-keeping prac-
‘tices, and languages of the country involved. Despite lack of
uniformity in level of training, content, and duration, these
diverse programmes continue to exist because they help meet
a basic need.!

The situation in developing countries is quite different.
With one notable exception—India—none of the countries of
Africa, the Arab region, Asia and Latin America have deve-
loped national training programmes adequate to meet their

*Reproduced with kind permission of UNESCO. The author is
responsible for the choice and the presentation of facts contained
in this paper and for opinion expressed therein which are not
necessarily those of UNESCO and do not commit the organisa-
tion — Editor,
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2 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

own professional needs. There are a number of specialized
national schools, particularly in Latin America, but almost all
are at the secondary school or under-graduate levels and are
chiefly concerned with the training of personnel to handle

“administrative archives’ i.e. current records.? The training
problem is particularly ac

independence since World War I, and it was primarily to
assist these countries that regional training centres have been
established.

The first regional training centre for archivists was estab-
lished in 1971 at the School of Librarians, Archivists and
Documentalists (EBAD) at the University of Dakar to meet
the needs of French-speaking African countries. From the
outset the centre has made significant progress. Following the
termination of direct international financial assistance it is
continuing to expand its programme with the support of the
host government and the countries in the region.® A second
regional training centre, this one for English-speaking African
countries, was established in 1975 within the Department of
Library and Archival Studies of the University of Ghana.*
This centre has made some progress, but its future as an
autonomous body, when direct international  financial assis.
tance ends, is at present uncertain. An Arab Regional Train-
ing Centre, established in Baghdad by the Government of
Iraq, is still in the process of developing its programme. To
help meet the need for trained archivists in Latin America,
the Organization of American States in 1939 supported the
establishment of an Archives School at the University of

Cordoba in Argentina.® Asia thus remains the only major

region currently not served by a regional archival training
centre.

Before the establishment of regional training centres, and
to a lesser degree since that time, professional training for a
relatively small number of archivists from developing coun-
tries was available through international fellowships for study
and/or attachments in European and North-American coun-
tries. Such fellowships and attachments have generally worked
well where language has not been a barrier, and where the

ute in countries that have achieved:
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former colony. Even in these cases, uch Lime 15
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and staff reductions in a number ) s bave
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the next decade. Asa co . e ting
i - disadvantage with regar :
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e ) o of

r trained archivists in various countries O
Asia Eicbgzgddgzumented in a series of studies SV}C: t}ghll)rzll;t
decade. Apart from the special problems pose1 ’ an hina,
the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People’s hebap blic
f Korea, Japan, Viet-Nam, Democratic Kamguc_ a_and
(I)Jaoswwith particular rcgard_ to langx_xagcs, ha mr;r:n ative
traditions, and record-keeping .practlc.es——dt % nar PIndo—
needs of South-East Asia (Mglaysm, Thallarfls, tuhr-Wést o
nesia, Singapore and the Phlllpplgcs), and 1(3 ou h-West ane
South Asia (particularly Afghanistan, Pa 1st§n, nd s bieet
Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan) have been c mbject
of two, surveys. The first, completed in 1973, cs{a chec @
need at that time for a total of 175 profcismr}a ']?‘11:1 hivist
(of which only 34 were availgblc), in Ma aysIlj\, Hon,
Indonesia, Singapore, Philipplr_lcsg Viet-Nam, Laos, g
Kong and the Khmer Republic.

A survey in 1979, which took into account not oxillly
the development of national archival programmes in this
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region during the intervening years, but also the expansion
of single repository systems into raultiple repository svstems
to serve the needs of governments at provincial and local
levels, established a need for an additional 619 trained archi-
vists in 7 countries of South Asia and for 863 additional
trained archivists in 10 countries of South-East Asia.” To these
totals should be added the training needs of Oceania, where
efforts are currently underway to develop archival programmes,

as well as the training needs for technical personnel in resto-
ration and reprography.®

While recognizing that the above figures are necessarily
projections based upon authorized and proposed positions,
the exact fi

gures for each country are less important than the

total regional need for nearly 1,500 additional professional
archivists to provide adequate levels of service in this region.
Obviously, it is not possible to

meet this total need in the
immediate future, but every effort should be made as soon
as possible to deal with this problem. One important step that
could be taken is to build upon the experience of the lono.-
established trainin '

g programme associated with the National
Archives of India.

THE INSTITUTE OF ARCHIVAL TRAINING OF THE
NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA

The Institute of Archival Training had its origins in a
two-Brcar combined archival and library course, based upon a
similar course at the University of London, and first offered
by the National Archives of India in 1943. The programme
was revised in 1952 to provide for 2 One-Year Diploma
Course in Archives-Keeping, with the teaching shared by a
number of senior staff members of the National Archives.’

A separate Institute of Archival Training was established
in 1976 (which has now been converted into the School of
Archival Studies) and it currently offers a variety of training
courses. These include:

I. One Year

Diploma Course in Archival Studies for
those working in a

rchival institutions as well as for freshers.

TRAINING 5
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2. Besides Diploma Course training the following are

i * duration.
‘short-term training courses each of eight weeks

ing I rnment
These are meant chiefly for persons working mf %Z{])?y nent,
semi government or private organisations prele )
associated with archival work.

(a) Archives Administration

b) Records Management

Ec; Care and Conservation of records, books and
manuscripts.

d) Reprography.

P Scrr:ricing and Repair of Records, (for the staff

© working at sub-professional level).
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) | i ini vailable to nation ot
and ha}s mlgdzinlrtgn; ?;nl?gg&? a total of 32 foreign tramccz
e com lct?:d its Diploma Course, and many gf tix;:nlhag
have g ositions in the archival agencies of their
reameet] Semorntfies. These include not only A§1an coulr'ltyn_es
TCSAEC;:Z;;;S] Bangladesh, Burma, !ndon]e;ma, bli{aal?oﬂa;;
1_\T-c a% Philipl;incs, Singapore and Sri Laxz} aima ako @
nurlr)lbér of African countries—Ghana, Guinea, y

nas
g

. .
] 1.] 1 ] .8
’

- pationals.’
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field. It should nevertheless be noted
ted, that a number of Diploma Course graduates * of the
School of Archival Studies hold senior positions in the
national archival agencies of their respective  countrics.
Factors involved in dctcrmining the qunlity of a training
programme normally include the character and scope of the
syllabus, the qualifications of the faculty, the library re-
sources available to supplement instructional materials, and,

in the field of archival training, the staff and resources avail-
able for practical exercises and internships.

The detailed syllabi for the courses offered by the
school indicate that, ‘in e

rms of coverage, they are more
comprenensive than the courses offered in many European
countrics.'” The Diploma Course, in addition to traditiopal
topics, includes study  of cartographic, audio-visual, and
machine-readable records and archives, and of the applica-
tion of ADP to archival operations, topics either neglected
or cmitted from the programmes of a number of training
institutions elsewhere, The Diploma Course als inciudes
study of the relationships between archival agencics, libraries,
and documentation centres, and of archives administration
and the information sciences.  As g part of their practical
training the trainees are required to prepare a dissertation
on Archivael or historical subject under the guidance of the
school staff. The only notable omission would appear to be
the study of printed archives as an archival function, although
this arca mav perhaps be included under one of the other
topical headings m the syllabus,  Pesides these topics in-
cluded in the ¢ore curriculum there are a number of optional
papers out of which the candidates are required to select

any three of their chojce (subject to the approval of the
Dircector of Archives). -

s as previously indica-

The syllabi for the

Certificate  Courses are almost the
samie as for the p

apers included in the Diploma Course and
are equally comprehensive and relevant to contemporary

needs.  The Records Management  course emphasizes
records creation, maintenance and use, as well as records
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and facilities of the National Archives of India are utilized.
The inevitable crowded conditions in a building lacking
climate control pose some difficulties, but the same conds-
tions characterize most national archival buildings throughout
the world.  Despite the less than ideal physical conditions,
the practical projects are well designed and are carefully super-
vised by thoroughly trained and experienced senior staff
members. The use of senior staff in all phases of the train-
ing programme represents a significant investment of staff
time by the National Archives of India. Part of the reason

for the reluctance of 3 number of well-known archival
services to accept interns is

based upon their unwillingness
or inability to devote Senior Staff to such activities.

there is every indication that the pro-
gramme offered by the Institute of Archival Training of
the National Archives of India signiﬁcantly exceeds
recognized minimum standards

: : for the introductory train-
ing of professional archivists and of technicians in archival
restoration and reprography.

DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDIAN  SCHOOL OF
ARCHIVAL STUDIES TO HELP MEET REGION AL
NEEDS

_The programme of the School of Archival Studies as
previously indicated, was

initia]ly dcvcloped to meet the
need for profcssionally tra

‘ ' ined archivists and technicians
In archival restoration and re

chival prography in public archival
Tepositories in India. The programme was thus located
within  the administrative framework of the National
Archives of India, and has benefitted greatly from the
immediate availability of the staff and facilities of that
mnstitution. . The diplomas and certificates awarded by the
School are fully rec

. ognized by the Indian public service,
national and state, 3
in the status of archivis

nd has contributed to the improvement
ts in India. The reputation of the
School and the quality of

its programme, as well as the
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- eighbour-
:‘lbscnceumrics and increasingly from i l;;xcer;t and wider
Ing o bstacles to the further develop b the absence
major obs of the School, however, has cen rogramme.
agceptancc?cmic affiliation and accreditation for its prog
of an aca

iti ublic service commuissions, Or
imi Tradlqonatllll);,t crlggzs:miﬁc the qualifications and salﬁglsci:
51m1lar. ,bodlc,s the public service, have put major cm%ith
D catio an'dptraining that is academically .acctrtt]: tecs
Foca cduCatm(;lvancemcnt is most rapid and certain 1('1(2 n%ic
Frcqucnyly, af cademic credit or the award of an aca1 e
e O s es special problems for developit c;g,
degree. 'Thls h%ﬁds as archives administrapon and rccorva
o ¢ce these are no readily avallgblg a}nd wc.(;
managemcm, sclinmic rogramimes in these dlsqphnes, kztn d
CStathhtdd aca::cc roglgmmcs, cspccially in Enghsh—spc_a 1:{_;
cour fc"w ngr itP is unlikely that public service gomm?gs}ioc s
il soom ll?cc their views regarding acadcymc qua il l
Wlu o a an'%ctment and/or promotion, nanox_xal archiva
g aplll)mdcvelopi'ng countries will necessarily Fox}thucf
e forts :::o lace as many as possible of their junior
ﬂtl:g gzglt:ers ig acadernically accredited programmes.
$

: i ical consideration, the archival
Apa.féi fro:t:; til:lcrr:tr a;?:;t:lssions themselves have lonﬁ-
anduirrcecg ra’rs;dmcontl‘m'x‘e: to require a grcatcgri;:gl;tsil;nugﬁd
o itin; on X .
or(ilginal ?cs,c?rgl;na?v?thw:ll:cmglatggo inf‘orgna‘tion disciplm‘esﬁ
closer coopera increased concern for theory as well as wllt
andctlilcign i?r‘lthc two professions afe to Coml:,‘ci;c toFglclv:i ;I;
y , ontempi : gture needs. -
e 'mctftrsagfmtggg;?iy a?c? lf)ut;l; archival .i_r}sFiFuﬁons,
af 'mcmdio ¢ with  the administrative requn_s1b11(t1¢fs that
cspccmllyth cxspermoc' are not in the best position to under-
Cmtl?cl losel -relatc:i tasks of basic research and teaching,
e ceperin ﬁi and of cooperating more closely with those
* Z’;\g;smil:ntraigning in the othet information disciplines.
inv :
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This is ultimately work for full-time faculty members in an
academic institution.

There are therefore both practical and theoretical
reasons for considering eventually transforming the New
Dehli Institute for Archival Training into a School of
Archival Studies, which could be located within the Depart-
‘ment of Library Service at the University of Delhi. Specific

measures that would contribute to such a development would
include :

(a) Revision of the one-year Diploma Course, as
required by the University, to obtain academic
accreditation for this course. Consideration shonld
also be given to revision of the detailed syllabus
to include the study of printed archives, and to

provide an introduction to the theory and practice
of classification and indexing.

(b) Development of a programme of academically
accredited internships at the National Archives of
India, selected State Archives, or other archival
repositories which meet requirements designated

jointly by the National Archives of India and the
Department of Library Science.

(c) Revision of the Certificate Course in Record
Management as required by the University to
obtain academic accreditation. Consideration

- should be given in revision of this certificate
course to placing appropriate emphasis upon
records creation and maintenance and use, as well
as upon records retirement and disposal, and
particularly upon the impact of modern technology
on records creation, maintenance, and use.

(d) Development of a rogramme of accredited
internships in Rccordg Management in public
and private aFcncics that meet requirements
designated jointly by the National Archives of
India and the Department of Library ‘Science.

INDIAN ARCHIVAL TRAINING AND THE ARCHIVAL TRAINING 11
NEEDS OF ASIA: SOME OBSERVATIONS

Once revision and expansion of the basic archives admi-
nistration and records management courses ar.ld the ﬁ)ro-
gramme of accredited internships in cach.basxc are:il avef
been achieved, these elements would constitute the core hq
a curriculum for the School of Archival Studu?s. To this
core could then be added,' as resources and c1rc1i1mstanc§s
permit, advanced courses 1n such basic archival and records

managcmcnt functions as :

—  Records Creation and Source Data Automation.

—  Records Maintenance and Use, and Modcrn Infor-
mation Storage and Retrieval Techniques.

—_  Records Scheduling, Appraisal, and Disposal.
—  Archival Security and Preservation.
— Archival Arrangement and Description.

—  Communication of Archives (Reference Services
and Publications).
—  Educational and Cultural Services.

To these could be added courses in the 3ele\fant
‘Management Sciences (Planning, Programming, Bu gctmg(i
Recruitment, Training and Personnel Managc_ment),I an
core courses from the Dcfpartmgnt of Library Sc1enc§ﬁ( ntro-
duction to Library/Information Science, Classification,
Cataloguing, Automation, Reader Services, etc.).

The above sequence of actions is sugg_cs?cd as a ﬂcm}l:lct
one with no specific time frame. The basic intention ﬁ E ?e
the programme be firmly established at each f‘flt]agsl e t: ¢
proceeding to the next stage, and that it take " advantage
of what already exists and expands only as the necessary
resources become available. Otherwise, any l:n'ogra(;nmeh is
likely to exist only on paper, and will lack staff an | other
‘essential resources for its implementation.

" . £ an
In addition to a flexible plan, the development o
racadcrillicaelllly- accredited School of Archival Studies would
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require adeqqatc instructional material, library " resources

technical facilities, and trained and experienced teachers,
Each of these elements is essential if the School is intcndccj
to become an academic institution with a commitment to.
research as well as to teaching. While the resources avail-
ablf: to the present School of Archival Studies are adequate
to its more limited programme and objectives, these rcsoclllrccs
would need to be expanded and supplemented to meet the

needs of.a Schoo! 9f Archival Studies intended also to serve
as a regional training centre,

Available instructional i libra,
thus be supplemented by::ﬂl material and library resources-

(a) Copies of archival manuals and basic works in

other than the English 1 i i
lations, where avai%ablc. 1guage, including trans.

(b) Back issues of and subscriptions to “ngli
archival periodicals. (A ﬁrggttd trantsll(;?i-cgwngli'solj
gramme should be considered for seminal articl?:s).

(¢) Audio-visual equipment (Motion picture and slide
projectors, tape recorders) and instructional mate.
rials available in audio-visual form,

(d) Simulation exercises and other non-lecture
training materials.  (Since very few of these are
available for archives administration and records
management, the School could consider developin

its own materials once it has the requi
isite f :
and staff resources). i ol

(¢) Instructional and administrative support equip-

ment, including photocopies, stencil-machines, and
electric typewriters,

In addition to the above materi
Archival Studies would pon] :na erial resources, a $chool of

(2) arrangements for teachin '
g staff for study, attach-
ments, and observation tours abroad »

INDIAN ARCHIVAL TRAINITNG AND THE ARCHIVAL TRAINING 13
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(b) visits by specialists from abroad to teach advance
courses in both professional and technical fields;

(c) arrangements for students, particularly those
from other countries, to support the internship
programme in public and private institutions locat-
ed in India. (Special provisions could be made for
students who desire and can arrange for internships
outside the country with qualified repositories).

The training of technical staff in restoration and repro-
graphy involves a number of additional considerations
when viewed within the context of a proposed School of
Archival Studies. A significant investment in equipment
supplies, and technically-trained staff is required to provide
such training. To justify the expenditures involved, it
would be necessary to make as full use as possible of this
equipment and staff. In addition, the basic equipment and
staff already exists at the National Archives of India, where

~ it is employed full-time in support of the archival programme.

Finally, there should be no need for persons seeking training
as technicians to meet the normal university entrance require-
ments (this is a problem that has developed at other regio-
nal training centres located with wvniversities). For all of
the above reasons it would seem that the basic archival
courses for technicians in restoration and reprography counld
remain at the National Archives of India. These courses,
however, could be evaluated by the University with a view
to university accreditation of the present certificates if all
essential requirements are being or can be met. :

In conclusion, the existing infrastructure for professional
and technical training of archivists in India, now associated
with the National Archives of India, provides the possible
opportunity to expand the existing programme and to extend
to it academic accreditation. These actions would enable it
better to meet basic archival training needs both in India and
in this very large region that now lacks regional training
facilities. oD T e DT ‘
2579 Dir. of Arch/ND/81
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF ARCHIVISTS :
PROBLEMS OF MODERNIZATION AND HARMONI-
ZATION*

MicuasL Cook

The article summarizes the discussion at the meeting of
experts held at Unesco in November 1979.

N FURTHERANCE OF its general aims in the field of

information, Unesco/PGI arranged for a meeting of experts
on the harmonization of archival training programmes in
Paris in November, 1979. Some twelve experts, selected on
a personal basis, together with another ten observers and
participants from inter-governmental and non-governmental
organizations, took part in the discussions. Two papers
were specially commissioned for the meeting, and account
was also taken of an earlier paper produced for the inter-
governmental conference on the é)lanning of national docu;
mentation, library and archives 1nfrastructures, held in 1974.
Discussion revealed that in some regions of the world crisis
situations existed in archival training and the production of
skilled manpower in the field and that in other regions of
pressures for change existed. It was thou(giht important that
the main findings of the discussion should be disseminated,
as an idea to stimulating programmes aimed at solving some
of the more urgent problems.

GENERAL PROBLEMS IN ARCHIVAL TRAINING

Before getting down to the detailed questions involved
in a study o% archival recruitment and training on a world-
wide scale, there was some discussion of the general pro-
blems. There is the difficulty of making genuine and

*Reproduced from the Journal of Information Science, {i?i'arian-
I:}n'p and Archives Administration, with kind permission of
Unesco—Editor.
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meaningful comparisons between the courses of training pro-
vided by the different national or linguistic-cultural groups.
For example, the training given at the Ecole des Chartes in
France lasts. four years, whereas British and American
courses last, in general, only one year or less. However, the
latter courses provide only professional and technical instruc-
tion and not §cncral education; they/are regarded as being
at the postgraduate or master’s degree level and assume that
their students are already well formed as educated people
able to undertake research and to approach professional pro-
blems in a mature way. The French course, in common
with many others conducted in the countries of Latin tradi~
tion, aims to provide university-level education as well as
technical training. For purposes of comparison, it is clearly
necessary to establish a baseline, which must be the point at
which entrants leave secondary scheol with their main school-
leaving certificate : baccalaureat, general certificate of educa-
tion (advanced level), high-school graduation, or the equi-
valent in the idiom of the country concerneds On this basis
it becomes clear that a full archival education should last at
least four years, of which about three quarters would be
devoted to general education. Some courses are indeed
longer than that. In several parts of the world there are
shorter courses, especially where the aim is to produce, not
full professionals, gﬁt intermediate staff who work under the
supervision of professionals.* Such courses present a number
of problems that were referred to in the discussions.

A second general problem is that of the distinction
between archivists who work mainly in the historical-cultural
fields and those whoiare mainly concerned with providing a
service to contemporary administration. The developing
countries are obviously more interested in the latter, at least
in the early stages of their development and in a period of

*Unesco and ICA are currently co-operating in the preparation of
a study on the ideal archival stafing pattern for agencies at

various stages of development and under different types of
administration,
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economic difficulty. ‘The choice between them is also a
painful and difficult one in many of the developed countries.
After all, it reflects a dual need felt by everyone today.
Linked with it is the movement, also expcncngcd in many
parts of the world, both developed and developing, Towards
the rapid extension of formally organized archive services
outwards from central Government into provincial and mur}lll-
cipal government, into the private sector and mtci—I the
administration of non-governmental organizations. ] ctrci
too, the dichotomy between the  historical-cultura
demands and the pressing call for archival participa-
tion in current administration and  development lﬁ
{clt. The mecting did not feel inclined to give a

its attention to ceither one or the other of these tré\dmonds.
Clearly, contemporary development has its urgent demands
in the circumstances of today, and perhaps has a priority in
terms of the use of scarce resources, but the older, more re-
search-oriented school also has its fundamental value to a
country and its people, and should not be neglected.

Summing up the general discussion, it was a ;ons;nsus
that in the training of an archivist equal attention should bi
given to his general education and to his strictly professiona
formation. Similarly cqual value shf)uld be given to the
promation of the ¢oncept of an archivist as participant in the
cultural ‘heritage of ‘his country and as a promoter of n;fcarch
and development in this area, and 1o the concept O . an
archivist as an important participant in conternpofary a tm;
nistratiop, as part of the informan“qnal 1nfras:tr1uc;mre1 o
development in central government, in _pro.vmcm,d oca tﬁi
city government, in any com_plex organization an fmth‘ ‘
private sector. The emphesis, as between any of thes
alternative traditions, will be dxffcrcnt in dlﬁercr_lt situations,
%ut all combine to give a full picture of the service an archi-
vist should give to his sacicty. :
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MANPOWER DEMANDS AND PROB
LEMS OF
TRAINING PROVISION oo

The first of the two ¢ issi
‘ ommissioned papers, by the prese
author, dealt with four subjects : bapers, By present

1. The general current situation in archival training.

2. Proglems- in determining the scale of manpower
needs, with a tentative quantitative assessment.

3. The availability of appropriate teaching materials.

4. The problem of identifyi . .
archive science. ifying and training teachers of

o T_he }?rst prob!cn} in presenting a discussion on these
pics 15 that of basic information and sources. The picture
presented by different countries is so complcx'and th(f diﬂ::
rences between the various traditions so great that a re 11‘
satisfactory study of training provision would need a pe y };
visit to most countries of the world. Failing that arFi ssess
ment has to be made on the basis of the limited ubzllf Slissci
ﬁ?;ertl}i]: altr.caiiy a\s’xillable, and on the use of cxtripolastiSn
oretical models. Fortunately, a
work for these models is already iny ’existecrcl)gec C[;E;gluof}:ariih&
;‘r;r[lfzof %relglolus re:,sc;}rﬁhers such as Kecskemeti Iortécns;znc
and Delmas.* There was also a fal questt ire
sent to qmety-thrce selected archives scr\?;csla;n utec:trs?\]r:i;rc
one archives schools and courses. Even so, the author of thé
paper was not able to get information from large areas of
the world, and the validity of his findings was bound to be
affected by this defect : in particular ing)rmation from two
of the largest countries, the USSR and China, might make
a great deal of difference both in the general :/alidity of the
models used, and in the actual findings in terms of figures
However, it is interesting that a close examination of alrcad\;
available information could be used to give such a wide
picture of the manpower situation over the world,

b ’Iilramling facilities usually appear after a demand for
m has been demonstrated.” This is as much true in the

developing world as in the developed regions. In the former,
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the very existence of a training school depends on the pre-
established need of national and other basic archival services
for a supply of skilled personnel.  In the latter, both the
demand for trained labour and the general features of the
market usually were sketched in generations ago, but here
changes in the nature of the demand usually cause changes
in the nature of the training given. For example, the
demands of industry or business for suitably trained archi-
vists in their sector have resulted in changes in the actual
content (rather than in the theoretical description) of courses
given in the older training schools. An interesting example
°f the effect of these changes in demand was given from
the developing world. In Peru the extension of archives
services from central government to provincial government
and some other organizations has proceeded to the point
where there is now a greater training need in that country
than in other countries in the same Latin American tradition.
In the developed world, from east to west, the same pheno-
menon can be observed : the adaptation of training courses
to new needs. The older training schools were most often
founded in order to give instruction in the sciences auxiliary
to historical studies. The dominance of these auxiliary histo-
rical sciences has been eroded everywhere, and parallel
studies of more contemporary sources, the management
sciences and the technicalities of information science have
appeared alongside them. It is often found tha.t‘cven where
a course component continues to have a traditional -label,
such as ‘diplomatics’, the actual course content has changed
to include materials that did not originally feature in the
course. The training has in fact changed to take account of
the demands of its clients, demands based upon the changing
needs of the outside world.

A second general finding of the report was that the
distinction between full professional training and intermediate
or lower-level training, already. noted, has a clear counter-.

art in the nature of the course planning, length of course
and entry qualifications. ‘Doubtless there is also a difference
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between the type of instruction given in the two cases, though
this is difficult to perceive from the sources used. Ideally,
full professional education at postgraduate level should em-
ploy a pedagogical approach suitable to its level. The ain
15 to produce leaders, people who can adopt a successful
problem-solving approach to their task, who can break away
from a mechanical and rule-bound attitude, who can honestiy
evaluate their success or otherwise in achieving aims and
objectives, and who can inspire subordinates and keep the
level of achievement high. In training entrants to the inter-
mediate grades, people who carry out specialized but profes-
sional tasks within the framework of a larger organization,
the elements of the same approach should clearly be there. In
particular, it was often necessary to break out of some of the
moulds created by secondary education and to aim at produc-
ing people who could evaluate problems and reach towards
correct solutions. Nevertheless, it must remain the aim of
training at this level to turn out personnel who would be
competent at carrying out technical procedures without being
closely supervised. If intcrmcdiate-Fevcl archivists should he
able, in general, to expect career prospects that include the
possibility of promotion into higher grades (and there was
much discussion of this) then it must be recognized that ini-
tial training has to be supplemented by years of experience
in good professional practice, and by some form of continuing

education, both in the general and in the professional
subjects.

The report found that the training of conservation staff,
althou¥h well developed in two or three countries, was par-
ticularly deficient over the world as a whole. The conse-
quences of neglect and insufficiency of resources over such
large areas of the world mean that conservation problems,
already huge, would plainly be overwhelming in future years.
It was hard to overemphasize the need for more conserva-

tionists, at all levels from the research scientist to the craits-
. man-practitioner. '

The actual quantification of archival manpower needs
arrived at by the report are summarized in Table I.

: ems oF 21
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF ARCHIVISTS : PROBL

MODERNIZATION AND HARMONIZAT ION

. ly very
The figures suggested by e TR e ieson of the
conservative. A3 alreacy S\flggeStt;d, UtSSR and China alone
e X
: ver large ﬁgul‘CS rom . tcndln"
msrcc:(sia:étl:z a d)ilstorgon. However, the author .;” 251;? in rc;’l
0 ke account of the considerable constfalm t demand in
?f tz::xist reventing the realization of true ?:1{1 e some
lh"2 ﬁcl(i d Taking these constraints toget o;ni situation
tallléwancc. for the effects of the adverse ?Cor?;ediatc training
ol e o, st s o B
.. fe) .

chivists was for 2,20 hnically

nczd 'iflzzr?;cdiatc Jevels) and for about 1,000 tec

an

. . . .
.g

TABLE 1

Quantification of archival manpower needs

i- Inter- High Training
Tgfteasl Tb(;g} Tf:\{x ' mediate level require-
p‘r -

nt
i sional  posts staff  level ?ﬁ; At
Reglon archi- projec- arch
vists in  ted o o
post rate of
expaasioft
Y, (]
686
: . 11,778 8,086 4,342 6422 2,368 y
Eum‘:Am;ﬁm 2,209 810 695 867 422
Nort . .

768 322 56
Latin America and 1,114 624 367
a
S g77 1,245 409 830 218 112

hrab et 5 265 w1 mo M 14

Afica -t T L es 217 46 193 126

‘SouthAsia 1T qge 203 531 337 B

S As,(iaeania 3 403 14 T 176 S5

Aata 120 o 1283 GE%S 10785 4105 902
Total - . » .

-



22 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

To supply these manpower needs, there are jn existence
probably some 150 training schools (124 are identified by
name in the report). Together these s

above 3,000 trainees. But it was difficult to evaluate the
extent to which they could really fill the need. Many (per-
haps most) of these training schools, particularly those in
Latin America, did not in fact train personnel for the archival
profession. Instead they gave general education, based upon
studies in the auxiliary historical sciences, to students who
would go into the general population after graduation. An
extreme example of this (whole figures were excluded from
the totals given above) was Italy, where there were seventeen
provincial schools of archivists, palaeography and diplomatics
(as well as some university courses in similar subjects) turn-
ing out over 3,000 students annually ; but of these only a
very few (three in the year under examination) entered the
national archives services, and these services in any case did
not regard the possession of the schools’ diploma as necessary
qualification for entrance. In some parts of the world the
low esteem in which courses of this type were held by the
general public was also a factor in depressing the public esti-
mation of the need for efficient archive services ; and in some
of these countries too, the presence of a large number of sty-

dents in university courses in archives could coexist with
depressed and undermanned archives services.’

A further feature that
geographical distribution o
equal.  While in most of
sion is broadly satisfactory

must be borne in mind s that the
£ training places is extremely un-
the developed countries the provi-

' » and in some sectors of the deve-
loping world there are a number of schools, over the develop-

ing world as a whole there is an enormous shortage of train-
ing facilities. The whole of Afric

a, for example, depends.
upon two schools (at Dakar and Accra, both established by
Unesco) and occasional access to student places at schools in
metropolitan countries and India. A great advance in the
provision of training places at both

b national and regional
training schools is clearly necessary if there is to be any chance:

chools had places for
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content of their archives, but also in questions of methodo-
logy or of professional practice. In this area, it was felt that
the voluntary profcssional associations, in regions and in
countries, would have an important role in stimulating new
work, providing a framework for continuing education and
setting standards. In so far as high standards for archives
services might depend ultimately on the recognition of their
value by the public, voluntary associations were particularly
useful in helping to build up 2 climate of public opinion.

HARMONIZING AND CO-ORDINATING ARCHIVAL.
TRAINING

The second paper, by Bruno Delmas, dealt with the sro—
blems of harmonizing the conflicting traditions displaye in

archival training courses.

An examination of the work of an archivist in any par-
ticular country showed at once that there was an area within
which the archivist opcratcd as a spccialist. This would in-
clude not only the development of historical-cultural or

research services based upon the archives as a source, but also

the control and administration of archives as a product of and
resource for government. In most countries the. archivist’s
functions within this spccialist area were defined by law. In
it archivists would continue to exercise functions proper to
their own professional group. However, it is also clear that
this sector is allied to the other sectors of the information
industry, and again an examination of recent trends shows
that common problems or developments are of increasing 1m-
portance. For example, archives services, like libraries, are
experiencing a development from empirical methods to more
specialized and scientific methods of management. In the
case of libraries, this has led to the cmé)loymcnt alongside
librarians, and as colleagues to them, of members of other
specialities : accountants, computer managers, administrators.
The increasing use of modern technology emphasizes this as-
pect.” This influence, 100, of wider public demand for access



26 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

to materials, and the bearing of this upon important issues

of public access to information, and of the right of the indi-
vidual to privacy, has had an important influence on all the
information professions. The growth of a technical termi-
nology tends also to be a link between them. There is also
the effect of deliberate changes in curriculum, for example
under the influence of Unesco guideliness for curriculum

development.” In the old established sch

ools of the developed
world, these influences are felt by gradual changes in em-

phasis and the content of courses. In the developing world
training institutions are more open to direct change ; there
are examples of such schools bcing set up, ab initio, as parti-
cipants in a joint enterprise with library science or documen-

tation, and the experience of these joint schools was
invaluable.

Discussion at the experts’ meeting produced a tentative
list of subjects that might in this way be included in a co
mon core curriculum for the future. They include the treat-
ment of specialized forms of archives, such as printed archives,
newspapers, maps, photographs and motion pictures, sound
recordings and ‘machine-readable data archives. These are
often held in common, or partly in common. with other
groups of information workers. Then there are the special
skills needed for certain aspects of archive (and of other)
work : educational services, display and exhibition, reprogra-

Phics and publication. At the national level, there are then

important areas where the information groups should work

together, as in the sketching out and promotion of legislation,
manpower planning and training, design of buildings and of
national policy regarding the services, equipment and sup-
plies, security systems design and automation, management
services and—a new area that was particularly important—
the evaluation of user services. Summing up the discussion,
the meeting identified three particular areas for common
training and common action. These were -

(2) the development of suitable structures for overall
management and control and the question of na-

m-
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i The Str;lzc-tc‘)lc:itifi(:lation (}))f P. Havgrd Wllhaxqs anSinfé
yided ,by ; and by a gcncral discussion of exPcrlcnccth
P itten y Tt was interesting to notice that & ere
, 1 = “{)l:cn s.ucccssful experiments 1n joint training :
had in faclt1 na, Costa Rica, Morocco. and_ Lebanon Wt;)rc m;
Sencg::ll, gitathi,s was not an exhaustive list. A number o
stanced,
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gsygholog@cal barriers to harmonization had been overcome
uring this period. It is true th '
per at the outline syllabus f.
common training scheme, su i ) had not
: » suggested in the paper. had
yet received a firm realization i i D P oo theve
in a single f h
had been several i 1 B ations), an o ere
interesting local adaptati
ons), and the -
pects for future development we , T
re on the whole d. H
ever, the development of a s ‘traini ‘hich libracy.
. tem of training i ich li
oo the developme asys ing in which librar
and archives staffs could b i 4
focumentatior could be trained on parallel
portant common areas betw
. mon cen them was th
g?:;ld,l arlld onehshould avoid situations where amalgamati;n:
of sc é)focs, teachers or courses were dictated only by considera-
o Vc;momy. Forced common structures with unsuitable
e ;:lrfi notl: a good recipe for future success. The meet-
ing devcloc [[I)ma onig1 the process of gradual beneficient com-
pment, however, by proposing the addition of a

category of ‘user tes’
studies’ as anoth i
: er basic e i
common framework given in the paper. fement in. the

ther elatod negtutons. For g of archives services

the uti raining would also show

im glorg:?(;ee Zfl ac(lineving and maintaining high standardst}ilrf

Poth be instany cvelopment could take place. Latin Arme-

rc ,hi r stand;rc(’i w?s a most 1m(§>ortant case-study. Despité

(e nigh standa of work and devotion displayed by man

ual , o 'lregl.on.as a whole exhibited many of ch
P of tailure in its archives systems.? Was this failure

due
to extraneous factors or to defects inherent in the system?

It did appear th inci
at the principal
are located both in thcparc pal factors are extrancous, but

are vaining shonte. T hlVCS. scrvic_cs themselves and in
. ¢ services fail, in general, to be
H

effecti - .

hjohmevr; ljmﬁi the:d training courses fail, in general, to achieve
b general 1§Ckag:;1f emic standards. From these factors flowed
e o qpprezlanon of archival systems and services
i socety. A (sllr;)g of standards in both was therefore indi-
cated, and woul € a prerequisite of any further develop-
ment towards | :rm;)liuzatlon.. It was clear that professions
o not draw gge er effectively until they had themselves
e eng 1 egree of stability and self-confidence, based

general recognition by the public of their services.

and
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RECOMMENDATIONS

In the general context of helping along harmonization
between archival training courses and between the training
facilities of all three information groups, the meeting adopted
the following recommendations :

In the harmonization of archival training there should
be an increased emphasis upon techniques and
methods for solving professional problems. 1€ neces-
sary the techniques needed to solve modern infor-
mation problems should receive more attention than
those for dealing with the auxiliary historical
sciences. Work by ICA on devising model curri-
cula for the training of archivists in the administra-
tion of recent records and archives should continue
at Unesco and the Organization should attempt to
collect and disseminate data on all matters bearing
upon training and recruitment, and so help to
foster a sense of common purpose.

In the harmonization with related fields the teaching of
modern techniques should naturally include those
that are common to the related disciplines, adapted
where necessary. In any case subjects genuinely
held in common, such as the management sciences,
reprography, etc., should constitute a growing
common area. Unesco should seek to stimulate
the growth of common areas by studying training
practices in all fields and remarking on common
themes and elements. In this the co-operation of
the international professional organisations should
be sought. Individual countries should no doubt
consider the practical advantages of increasing the
harmonized elements in their courses. In view of
‘the need for technical staff everywhere, 1egional
and other training schools should seek to provide
staff for joint technical services in reprographic
and restoration, wherever * possible. Meanwhile

3579 Dir of Arch/ND/81
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professional bodies should introduce a discussion
on the possibilities of practical harmonization with-
in their regions whenever possible.

UNESCO should continue its support for regional
schools by sending technical specialists on short
missions; and these should, wherever necessary or
possible be aimed at upgrading the level of instruc-
tion to the postgraduate level. Advice given should
include advice on educational strategies and techno-
logy. There is scope for new regional schools
where national schools can offer a regional service,
provided resources can be grovided to upgrade their

facilities. The regional school at Baghdad has spe-
cial needs that were noted.

Assistance agencies should seek to fund the training
(both basic and continuing) of a corps of teachers
to staff regional and national training schools.

UNESCO and ICA should seek to provide and finance
teaching materials by sponsoring publications,
translations and the diffusion of new material,

especially audio-visual material that will support
innovative methods.

Refresher and continuing education in new technology
and methods is desirable for staff in post, and this
should include managerial training for directors
and post-experience training or ose recruited
without initial training.

Professional standards of recruitment, education, train-
ing and practice should match that set by compa-
rable professional groups in any country. Unesco

and ICA should seek to improve professional status
wherever this is necessary.

Notes

1.

M. Cook, The Education and Training of Archivists: Status
Report of Archival Training Programmes and Assessment of
Manpower Needs, Paris, Unesco August 1979. B, Delmas, The
Treining of Archivists: Analysis of the Study Programmes of

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF ARCHIVISTS : PROBLEMS OF 31
MODERNIZATION AND HARMONIZATION

; ; ke Possibilities  of
D ¢t Countries and Thoughts on 1
Hlaﬂ;i}:f)':zisation, Paris, Unesco (PGI/E.T./HARM/6, August
1979). P. Havard-Williams and E.G. Franz, Planning Inform:st-
tion Manpower, Paris, Unesco, (Com-74/NATIS/REFi f2’
February 1956, reissued as doc. PG}/E.T./HARM/(nz ])<
September 1979. Bibliographies are given 1n the papers by Coo
o s jonelle d hivisses, ICA.
ti, La formatiop professionelle des archivisics,
?96? ecsll-;?n}irgenser{, ‘Lest Budgets des Archives, Actes dedla
Qumt.orzieme Conferénce Internationale de la table RM‘SC:OI'“
“trchives, Luxembourg 1973, ICA, 1975, p. 2292. JH. ier
and B. Delmas, Planning National Infrastructures for Documeg-
tation,. Libraries and Archives, Paris Unesco, 1975. Havard-
Williams and Franz, op. cit. VI-H eomational
di, Archival Assistance Programs, nterna
éor'xgarz;)s lon Archives, Washington, D.C, 1976, p. 42, Hc
remarks, ‘We lack thousands and thousands of archivists, assis-
tant archivists and technicians’, This is a correct assessment.

ini i i hivisti  in
E. Lodolini, ‘Reclutamento a formazione degli arc
Italia’, Z;chiﬂe; ¢t Bibliotheques de Belgique, Vol. XLVI, 1975,
p. 2014, T am also indebted fo Professor Lodolini for informar
tion given in private correspondence. . o
L. Gunnar Mendoza, E! Salvador : Situation planificacion del
servicio de documentos publicos, Paris, Unesco, 1973.

The Department of Library and Information Studies, University

of Loughborough, United Kingd.om. 1 o nforme.
SIST : Guidelines for Curriculum Development sn ‘njorm

ttalol\]nI Studies, Paris, Unesco (PGI/78/WS/27), December 1978.

description of training facilities in the region 1s .
’?afggfral‘UI:;sngonsidcracioncs sobre la ensenanza archw:sucIa
Latinoa’mericana’, Boletin Interamericano dc“Archwo:r, ’Vol. 11,
1975, p. 7102, and ‘Archival Training in :Latm_ America’, Unesco
]our;zal of Information Science, Ifibrarzansth and Archives
"ddministration, Vol. 1, No. 2, April-June 1979.



GAZETTEERS AS RECORDS OF THE INDIAN BOU
R-
GEOISFICATION PROCESS

ViNavak PuRroHIT

THE PARAMETERS

THE_ INDIAN GAZETTEERS have recorded the bour:
geoisfication process as perceived by the imperialist mas-
ters of the country who oﬁtajncd their data in the main
through the agency of the Indian comprador elite. “Thus
the gazetteers do not reflect the Indian reality partly due to.
conscious efforts of the British Administrations and partly
duc. to unconscious result of the subjective outlook of the
Indian middle classes who were gradually pressing forward
with th<:1r.d.cmands; for increasing share in the gains accruing
to the Brmsh rulers. However, thc"gazcttccrs do contaig
some glimpses of Indian reality here and there and they pro-
vide us with both the truth as well as the catmouﬂage”y P

Whl‘lst in tht? mctropo.litan couritrics, capitalism did re-
?rescnt.a progressive stage in the development of productive
o.rclc:sc,1 in a colony like India, imperialism, by blocking indus-
trial development, and through unequal trade and drain of

wealth from the countr i ,
ment and backwardrrlless)t, deliberately caused under-develop-

Thus capitalism was not a progressive f i
(I):Peratcd un&gr imperialist aegispinglndi;,.c (')I‘rli:taissl(\):}% a:hls
t}irst War of Indian Independence (1857-60) was led not by

¢ Indian bourgeoisie but by the Indian feudalists who were

able to gather mass peasant and artisan support in villages.

and towns of India under their restorationist banner.!

The Indian people had earlier bee ing liberati
, : n seeking lib
from feudal oppression, as witnessed by frcquctirtlgpe;s;;itf[?—

risings and movements that rocked Ind; i i
. ndia
medieval centuries.? R society during the
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The arrival of British imperialism on the scene caused
fearful social complications. In the first phase of the con-
quest stretching roughly from 1757 or 1765 to 1818, the
imperialists assumed a low social posture and were them-
selves one of the feudal elements, aligned with other native
feudal forces, seeking hegemony. During this phase, there
was nothing to choose between the lal vardi (red uniform)
of the British armies and the colours prescribed by any other
native militarist.

) During the second phase of the conquest, stretching
from 1818 to 1860 an apparent change occurred. With the
help of the Indian loot itself, on the one hand, the British
bourgeoisic defeated its main European rivals, the French,®
and on the other, achieved supremacy on the Indian sub-
continent.* But the terrible negative features of deindustria-
lisation and ruralisation of India made themselves felt in
their most virulent form precisely during this second phase.
The classic case is provided by the textile industry. The
undernoted little table culled from the latest gazetteer of
India spells out the essential features of this enormous social
tragedy in unmistakable quantitative terms :

Imports of Cotton minu- Exports of Indian Cotton

Year factures from Britain into piece-goods to Britain

India (metres) (metres)
1814 . . . . 7,48,169 11,58,186
1821 . . . . 1,75,00,451 4,88,742
1828 . . . . 3,91,56,507 3,86,338
1835 . . . . 4,73,45,142 2,79,869

SOURCE : The Gazetteer of India, Vol. I, 1973, p. 615.

What applied to the textile industry, affected all other
industries equally. The great feudal industries of India were
completely destroyed, especially chemical (explosives, paper,
dyes, drugs, salt, lacquer, aromatics, oils) transport (shipping
and pack caravans), metallurgical (guns, swords, weapons,
tools, implements, utensils, equipment, etc.), construction and
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}c)rulzltlc twork}f. Large scale karkhanas and domestic handi-
afts, together employing millions of artisans and craftsmen,

were both ruined in order to
both- transfer wealth and it
to British industry and commerce. prosperity

_Thus British imperialism came not as a liberator of pro-
dpctwc forges in India, but as destroyer of the level of roguc-
tive organisation already achieved under feudal ae isp The
masses were not liberated from feudal opprcssiong ‘But a
triple oppression was imposed upon them, viz. imperialist
oppression, oppression by feudal remmants allied to ilr)tlpcri;?t-

lism, and thi . . :
tors o? r}mpeg;llli}s,;n?pprcsﬂon by native bourgeois collabora-

Now an extre
mely complex four-corn ié
enveloped the Indian arcna}: ered social struggle
(i) T}lllc international bourgeoisie working in the main
;3 rri(t)'uﬁthmISh imperialism, but often challenging
B 1sh hegemony over India, was interested in
ax1_mlismg its returns through unequal trade, un-
zg;i:zz fexpo;its from India, and in SUPCl’-pl”OﬁtS

rom fnance capital investments i
ive nts in mono-
pohstlcally-controlled colonial markets one

(i) In the third corner were located the nati

. e nativ i
;i;itﬁh efforts to salvagc what they cou'ild Calr)l?iu;gc::
throuash many ofs their old privileges as possible
e ég fagirdars® exactions, bonded labour, prince-
6Og t}i)ma.ms, and so on. After the defeat of 1857-
fo, ney increasingly compromised with imperia-
Ism in return for political support in the bitter
Zt_rugglc that imperialism was waging against In-

i Ilanh cailtahsts and the Indian working masses.
1) Inthe third corner were located the native bourgeois
i:ilsctmfentsd who had tasted the sweet fruits of ca%im—
s | rcerr(I; for the first time under imperialist
fOlgl : hrll er the imperial umbrella, they had
p (rll l_s elter against the depredations of the local
cudalists. But the imperialists wanted to drain
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India of capital resources, and allow no significant
industrial development. This irked the local inte-
rests. They wanted to provoke the masses to fight
imperialism, and offered to betray the people to the
imperialists and their friends, provided it was made
worth their while. They were as compradorist as
the feudalists. But they suffered from possessing
greter ambitions. They wanted to play one seg-
ment of the world bourgeoisie against another too,
and one section of the middle class against another,
in order to control the mass movement.

(iv) The Indian masses were trying to end the triple
oppression from which they suffered at the hands
of the imperialists and their comprador  agents,
both feudal and bourgeois. But as far as the gazet-
teers are concerned, this fourth facet of the strug-
gle finds only a few feeble reflections and echoes
in its pages. In the main, the gazetteers concen
trate upon the aspirations and the achievements of
the other three sectors of society.

Thus the gazetteers describe the process of bourgeois-
fication that India underwent in the 1gth and 20th centuries
together with all the pcculiarities that the process acquired in
colonial Indian conditions,

The Gazetteers may be divided into two broad classes :

() Those that may be said to have commenced with
Walter Hamilton’s The East India Gazeticer,
First Edition of 1815, which dealt with
not merely India but the whole of the Middle
East, South Asia, and the Far East; and which
concluded with the Imperial Gazetteer Seriesin 26
volumes (New Revised Edition of 1907-3 I).

This group projects the Weltanschuung of the alien
imperialists.
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b) I > seg ;
(b) vx(;l t‘ﬁhg‘ ‘suc(md class we have principally the four
v dLi,:ms Um_the iatgst scries, The Gazetteer of India
n Union, 1965-78 'r Wi : ,
» 1965-78, together with the 250-0dd

(8%} tflCt o uLCttC(—I S 1 lCd y v n \;t'-lt(-f
tel {

] .« . P p S thC # 1

T . . T .

he following aspects :

i) Th . ..
0 indfxst[;ir: Can dO];l dc(lindmmahmtio” : How Indian
. s and handicrafts we :

. re destroyed :
intere : : . d in the
i e, ot desrid i

» through direct reference ’
as thro . rences, as well
CaStcwisucg}:iC?COt'mgs about changes in occ,uputions,

ription of occupations, dispersal of

all

i) T st

(ii) C/;;’e 5”_0“’“ of ruralisation : This again is su
gounts 1:8 1V1‘1/u111t1ple ways thrqugh direct polwulatio%l
counts, 4 e 1 as through migration reports, move-

iy people under stress of famines, and so on
e ] .
roujgl*locgsxuof drain of wealth : This is suggested

thr surplusgésr;:s of erﬁhal?ccd revenue settlements
rom which were “invested” i ;
fhe s . vested” in pur-
e colfl ii;lflclan goods that were exported witlg)out
q nt imports. These formed the cate-

gory of the well- ‘ i
gory o e r\:: Clg;i;:;’. unrequited Exports’, also

i) Th isatt
(@iv) ma; gr?ceTs}sl of pauperisation and ruination of the
masses : .d'lS 113 evidenced by descriptions of fami-
, nidiculous nature of relief measures, the

terrible inflationar i
. y spiral, and the repo
disturbed law and order conditions. ports of

() The process of ex jats
ep . propriation of the :
his is carried out tﬁrough- se‘ifzures gfe a{::éryb;'

‘mitants of dein
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moneylenders, the placement of large tracts under
forest reservation acts, and similar measures.
(vi) The deterioration in_ the living standards of the
' people = This is depicted in terms of loss of Lealth
loss of employment opportunities, closure of native
schools, and so on.

(vii) Other miscellancous processes : These are sympto-
matic of changes in the basic mode of production;
and of the fundamental alterations in socio-econo-
mic life caused by monetisation of the ~economy
by free transactions in land, labour and cagital; and
by the creation of the appropriate juridical-legal
system (Indian Penal Code 1860, Indian Criminal
Procedure Code, 1861, and the Indian Civil Pro-
cedure Code, 1859, all three came into force with-
in a year or two of each other).

The entire process of bourgeoisfication with its concorn-

cFustrialisation, ruralisation, drain of wealth,
auperisation and expropriation of peasantry, and decline in
living standards for the masses has an altogether negative
aspect for colonial India. But let us not forget that capitalism
had spelt disaster for considerable numbers even in Europe.

As Marx noted : |
“If money according to Augier ‘Comes into the world
with a congenital b ood stain on one cheek’, capital
comes dripping from head to foot, from every pore,

with blood and dirt”.®
THE MATERIAL

Gazetteers and archives bear an offspring—parent rela-
tionship to each other. The gazetteers are the compressed
expression of the innumerable papers, notings, files, records
and collections of materials ranging from the trivial to the

rofound, which compose the administrative grchlvcs_of a
government. The gazetteers are what the archives aspire to
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become, eventually, in the long run
Tfhc gazetteers are the fulfilled forn’1
after archival material has bee
marised, and published.

1n th.c ultimate analysis.
, which archives assume
n processed, selectively sum-

In Indi ;

also variousl; ‘Z:fll};?lvf‘\ had a splendid series of gazeticers
Travel Reports and St nnals, Surveys, Manuals, Abstracts,
old mativchomts and £ atistical Accounts, pertaining to district;’
o pauve Uni(;n prssxdcnaes and provinces, new states of
Union. T oot ) , }im the whole sub-continent of Indian
edition of The B <I:y range from Walter Hamilton’s first
The chronols icals ndia Gazetteer of 1815 to the present
Gasestoon® ¢ é;in ! stan}-]tlmg point is of some significance. The
Lo boeame & oughly from the time that British imperia-

¢ paramount power of the Indian sub-continent.

Thus the function of the gazetteers was pre-determined by

the proc i i
the smciss t(;i Zhelr gestation. They were to serve as tools for
-over of the administrative machinery of

the country b ;
O y an alien bureau i ;
mation in encapsulated form cracy which needed infor-

The gazetteers wer i i
Enol e written in English f
ti(r)xfhsilthmc%, but natur.ally had to be b%lscd uorortlh?n?sc >
gathered from Indians. The mass of I;natcgia?r$a-
as

brought ¢
g ogether from di

verse sources, it w
tremendous mass of material ces. And it wasa

Following Walter Hamilton’

(1815),” came Edward Tlilm1 o
. ornton’s Gazetee 1
;Z”fcgu?’iﬁ; r;/:; Gt'-oz;)crnmentdof East India (,’:ozzfpat:; (17‘8652;;
: , to be succeeded in turn by W ’
izz}é?sc;réall Gazetteers of India (1881) in ni};le ;rc}ﬁ’l.ml;lsuntifrlcs
revised. I1111;74-:1*141 Gaz;tteer Series in 1886 in 14 vol,umcs
ew and revised Imperial Gazetteer Series (1907-315

in 26 volumes. In sh i
i . ort, the series grew
In 1815 to 26 volumes by 1931. grew from one volume

East India Gazetteer

In additi
gazettecrsddggip’h t(lilcrc were numerous provincial series of
published by the then governments of Bombay,
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Bengal, Madras, Central Provinces and Berar, Bihar and
Orissa, United Provinces, the Punjab and the N.W.F.P.

To give the reader some idea about the stupendous bulk
of the gazetteers, we may refer to a little note by W. W.
Hunter in the 20th and the last volume of A4 Statistical
Annal of Bengal, that it had taken him seven years, from
1870 to 1877, to write the carlier Statistical Account  of
Bengal on which the later Annals series was based. For the
Imperial series of 1881, Hunter stated that he had sought
information in respect of 240 districts, 15 provinces and 300
feudatory states from local administrators to a six-fold series
of leading questions. The areas covered by the querics

were:
(i) topographical, (i) ethnical (castes and tribes),
(iti) agricultural, (iv) industrial, (v) administra-
tive and (vi) medical.

The total documentation thus secured was over 100
volumes comprising some 36,000 pages, which were later
compressed into nine volumes totalling 4,976 pages.

Naturally this mass of material has attracted the notice
of scholars. A history of Indian gazetteers has already
appeared.’ But this is 2 history in name only. It may be
more accurately termed a bureaucratic collection of odd bits
of largely irrelevant information arranged in a superficial
chronological order. It is not concerned with the Indian
socio-economic situation of the 19th and 20th centuries, nor
with the political and cultural issues which confronted the:
administrators of British India decade after decade.

Nor does Chaudhury’s work anywhere indicate that the
author has been able to overcome comprador limitations of
vision. For instance, the gazetteers repeatedly and nauseat-
ingly refer to the introductions of indigo and cotton cultiva-
tion in various districts of India. Obviously, this is an im-
perialist lie. Indigo and cotton were cultivated in India over
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several millenia, and there is no question of any ragamufiin
from London streets strutting about as District  Collector
actually being able to introduce such cultivation.

It could be, on the other hand, that at the extremely
unremunerative prices offered for quality indigo, Indian
farmers may have abandoned their cultivation.  Thercfore,
these peasants may have been forced by English indigo
plantation owners to restart cultivation in certain tracts.

In the same way, at the low prices offered, cultivation
of medium and long staple cotton may have been tempora-
rily stopped, the demand for finer qualities of Indian textiles
having collapsed, and imported higher count materials having
undercut the Indian weavers’ market. Thus, it might be that
short staple cotton for export to Lancashire and for spinning
in Bombay and Ahmedabad, might have recommenced under
alien patronage. But to speak of ‘introduction’ of cotton
and indigo cultivation in Indian districts in any other scuse,
is to describe “discoveries” of the New World by Columbus
and his Spanish conquistadors, when over 10 crores of Red
Indians had actually been living there for centuries.

Let us take another instance : that of the so-called self-
sufficiency of the Indian village which is repeatedly asserted,
-or hinted at, in the gazetteers. Now this was an imperialist
distortion of Indian reality which was not only factuaily
incorrect, but was diabolical. It was a self-fulfilling
prediction made by imperialist administrators who werc ruin-
ing the Indian economy and thereby making every village
increasingly self-reliant.  The higher rose the figure of
imperial exactions, the less valuable land becamec. The
more devastating the famines and the epidemics became the
more inclined were the villagers to abandon cultivatior,

migrate to towns and practice beggary. In fact, every
beggar and every pauper is a highly self-reliant individual.
He makes or can make very %cw demands on others."
Choudbury is blissfully unaware of such basic issues and

fails to draw our attention to the horror of the crimes
committed by imperialism,
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The evidence of de—indu.strialisation and ri.xrahsa?;)gq%
India is quite clear. In his second, two-vo urr}f t.{) )
diti fqthc East India Gazetteer, Walter Hamilton ta
edltlonho ulation of certain Indian towns as in 18:&?.
llillts;tzr’i I1)c8)¥£‘; ¢ edition provides comparative data for the

same towns M
TABLE 1

L. 5
Thirteen British Indian Towns with over 1 lakh population in 182
il

i i Decline in
lation Population Reference
Poi%ul 2§25 givenin  year given per cent.

i 5 i- in1881
Name of Town (in 000s) 13?5);3(1 o on
(in 000s)

— 600 175 1872 —~71
e . 500 430 1876 —14
2. Calcutta - . . 2o o8 b .
3. Madras . . . . T e o e
4. Patna . . R .. oot e A -
5. Lucknow . . . . s o o o
S ‘ . . 170 644 1872 (+279)
7. Bombay - . . . 160 107 1872 —33
g.Surat -t T 150 154 1868 (43)
9.Delbi . 150 62 1872 —99
10. Moradabad . . . o : i -
1. Poona -t T 15 g4 1872 =27
1 I:?xgp‘g ba;d . ) . 100 116 1872 (4+16)
13. meda . .

e —

e et

i ; the most populous city in India
i It1 ’ Iilr(::;zgglhlcﬁitry was Bengrgs whose population
& C'a”c’l I'ln less than 50 years by almost thrce—q\-lartcrsé
d'ed%{wl 1othc:r big urban centres with large populations od
Sm‘? arcyr; and artisans, like Patna, Dacca, Surat an
;/riaort;idmabad, declined in the same half century by 49, 62, 33

and 59 per cent respectively.

cighth of its population in just one yeal
after I;?lgngclfzztt (:)rflcthg Peshwas in the Thl;d Maratha war.
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Its population in 1819 was estimated at 110,000 by
Elphinstone'! “having diminished about one-eighth subse-
quent to the abrogation of the Maratha dynasty”. Between
1825 and 1872, it declined by another 18 per cent, or a
loss of about one-third in 50 years, not dissimilar to the

loss suffered by Nagpur, another Maratha feudal centre, of
27 per cent.'?

THE CONCRETISATIONS

The process of destruction of Indian feudal socictv is
fully described in all its aspects. The changes in land tenure
naturally occupied the place of pride in discussions relating
to the economic consequences of the changc. W. W. Hunter
notes in his A Statistical Annal of Bengal—Maldah—Vol.
7 (1876) :

“As late as 185q, the whole land law of Bengal under-
went revision, throwing the province into a paroxysm
of litigation,”!3 S

We have only to remember that under the guidanc
Council Member Macaulay, all the laws of Indiagwcrc beeitﬁf
transformed and codified at precisely the same time—the
Code of Civil Procedure (1859), the Indian Penal Cnde
(1860), and the Code of Criminal Procedure (1861). Thus
a combination of military might, manifested in activities
relating to the suppression of the First War of Indian
Independence, and the legal steamroller, destroyed feudal
institutions.  Behind the legal enactments stood the four
func!amcntal elements of state power, viz., the administrator,
the judge, the policeman and the soldier, and all these four
characters  continuously pecp out of the pages of the
gazetteers, caught on its pages in the very act of carrying
through the bourgeoisfication process. °

All the old feudal privileges were crushed, and in their
place the new bourgeois privileges arose. The gazetteers

record almost enviously the rise of the new aristocracy of
money.
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“The Commercial Resident, Mr. Cheap (sic!), had

£ 45,800 to £65,000 to spend every year............ Mr.

Cheap lived 1in a pile of buildings with artificial lakes

and gardens, and bequethed a fortune, and the largest

indigo plantation in Beerbhoom. ......... Cheap
exercised magisterial powers” !

At the same time, the spread of the monetary economy
was revealed through records of mortgages of land: of
increase in numbers of landless labourers who had perforce
to sell their labour power in order to live; of the frightening
rise in the general price level everywhere; of immigrations
of people under stress of poverty, etc.

The gazetteer coolly proceeds to note :

“Of the late years, in the inland parts the most notable
change in the condition of cultivating classes has been
the gradual disappearance of the small holder.  The
large holders, say of fifteen acres, have greatly increas-
ed in wealth, and many have turned money-lenders.
But the small holder of an acre or two, and even the
average holder of five acres have been falling deeper
into debt. The price of his produce has risen, but he
has very little of it ever to sell. Marriage expenses
entangle him with the moneylender, and by mortgages
and sales both private and judicial, land tends together
in large holdings, though the old owner may be left as
tenant and the land be still entered in his name in the

Government books™.!?

The moneylenders were aided by British law and the
new courts :
“In grinding the faces of the poor, the moneylender is
unrivalled ............ Land mortgages are common and
are growing commoner. Sales under civil Ccourt
decrees are frequent as the moneylender generally
takes his debtor into court, after frightening %im into
renewing and renewing until the last bond is for the
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whole sum he is worth in the world. As it is the last
bond that is sued on, and as the kunbi often fails to
appear in court, the fact of his having paid the original
debt several times over does not come to light, and the
creditor buys the land for a nominal sum. Complaints
of forged deeds are not unknown. The mortgage of
labour still prevails among the poor kunbis, Agris and
wilder hill and forest tribes. The rate at which the
bondsmen’s services are valued depends on the straits
to which he is reduced. For Rs. 50, a Varlis has to
bind himself for 10 to 12 years”.!¢

The bourgeois system proceeded relentlessly to  grind
into dust the miserable cultivator.

“The chief borrowers of the district are landowning
kunbis... In the opinion of the Deccan Riots
Commission, the bulk of the landholder’s debt was due
less to large sums spent on ceremonies than to constant
petty borrowings for food and other necessaries, to buy
seed, to buy bullocks, and to pay the government
assessment....... In no part of India did indebtedness
cause more misery than in the Deccan. Formerly, the
law or custom prevented a lender from more than
tripling the original loan by compound interest. Neither
personal arrest nor sezure of immovable property was
allowed. The English law removing all such restraints
caused much horror. To carry out the law, judges
had to strip whole families of their ancestral homes...

In 1855, an act was passed repeating the restriction on

interest. In 1858, when Lord Elphinstone was
Governor of Bombay, he recorded his conviction that
the labouring classes suffered enormous injustice from
the want of protection against the extortionate practice
of moneylenders. He believed that the civil courts had
become hateful to the mass of the people because they
were made the instruments of the almost incredible
rapacity of usurious capitalists. =~ One mortgagee’s
tenant in his statement to the Deccan Riots Commis-
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- ners used the following words ‘I till the land, buE
;l(;:qvc no right to take fo%' my use any oﬁ the. proél,lcc;
...... Sir Wingate described thus (the situation):” 1t
becomes the lender’s interest to reduce the borrower }tlo
hopeless indebtedness that he may appl.'oprlzt.c the
whole fruits of his industry beyond whgt is in 1§p;::ns-
able to his existence. This the lpndcr is able l‘ém out
difficulty to do. Do what he w11.1 the 1andhoh er can
never get rid of principal. He toils that another gl_ay
rest; he sows that another may reap. Hope leaves him
and despair seizes him”.!7

We have in the foregoing extracts, a more Of less

complete picture of the essential tiou:igcglsﬁcatlog. Pr(t)ccs:
i iti First land is turned 1nto

under colonial conditions.

commodity and is made alienable anlcil. mortgagablc. chihrftI;
i 1 machinery is press

the bourgeois state and lega pr¢ in

service to uproot the cultivator and convert him 1'1}11t0ff1t£1:’x;

2 bonded labourer or a simple wage labouret on 3 e from

labour market. The fruit of his .labour, 'thc produce qr "

the land is seized, and he is left‘w1th nothing except a sm

loin-cloth or a blouse and a petticoat.

itself oppressive and

doubtedly the feudal system was itselt op
ex loli-tlz?ti\?eu but yit pressed less heavily upon the cor.rlrl{lon
mfn than the terrible juggernaut devised by imperialism

1 indus-
and its local nouveauriche agents. And there were

tries which provided employment to a very considerable

. O e 4
which imperialism destroye
segment of the populat1on, ' P . NG

Integration of the Indian economy into the d
market and the total destruction of native crafts were a
noted by the gazetteers.

The evidence of d

extensive, detailed and ove
this paper, we have space .

Nevertheless, we may notice a few outstanding fcatrurcs
of the de-industrialisation drive. Till early 19th. century.
4—579 Dir. of Arch ND/81

estruction of Indian industries is
rwhelming. Within the span of
for the barest of references.!®
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“The chi i
- theffpr}(;duct of Bombay was its ships.”" I the first
'V),r‘ 2 “ v ‘
te I/vg.,(_s ) t}c century many merchant ships of from )
o 300 tonfs had been built for the country trade and for
service of the East India Company.  Bomb: 15 the fire
place out of Europe, where a ship of the 1 o W‘}‘S FI”C )
place out of | , Wi S ine was builr, The
rgest ship ever built in Bombay was by et
picreen b ver O ( 1y was the Ganges, a {ricate
perecd ¢ arry 9._] guns and of 2289 tons. Of other n: 1
-war there were launched one S two of 24 wune.
¢ of 74 guns, two of 24
two of 36, two of 18, and two of te/n4 :JIHS, o comma
purposes, there were built up to '1b01§3t II];S (POT_COm;ﬂCYCM]
| 3 16, mne ships of
1000 / D
. Srr:glr]xz,r f:i,\: o]f 80(‘)‘, six of 700, five about 600 tons. and
35 smaller sscil. In .bg*auty of construction, excellent
" ; p> and dprablhty, they  were superior (o anr
ass of merchant ships in the world ™. !

Apart from direct prohibiti
’ ‘ prohibition, another m ‘mpioye
Wwas to impose  heavy taxes. Salt is the e bioyed
Imperialist imposts. ‘ )
13
Next to agriculture i
+ the making of salt i
' A R salt 1s the mos
ergportz;nt industry of the Thana district. There q,-it-
woit }fa t gvorks with an out-turn in 1880-81 of ‘\‘:l‘t
about Rs. 3,30,000, or, including  duty,

Rs. 9 ’60,000 4 : :
Rs. 78330,000”.21 and yielding  a  revenue o

Tha
ment rev;ri::: (')1?tfgttivr¥10rtht RS.]3 takhs should yicld govern-
2 es its value, i T O
needs no comment. ¢, 1s a state of affairs which

symbol of such

Finally, we may tu
m to P ..
notices. y Bengal for a few Concludmg

Cott le @ ¢

havcog ']"mfzzlcf’i ¢ “The cloth manufactures appear to
cen at first spread throughout the whole distri

but became centralised in Santipur thé %‘Ch

Egtqtrc;r;tz\;ebs are, however, rapidly ]osing t}');:.i;-.aistinctil\ztc:

M;rsh'd ,b SS s the case ~with Dacca muslims and
1dabad silks. East India company’s purchases in

first 20 yea
rs of 1g9th centur
X were
£ 150,000 per annum”.+ b £ 120,000 to
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Paper : “Panduah was the seat of a large paper manu-
facturing industry upto the Dbeginning of the present
century. No trace of this manufacture exists in
Panduah to the present day.”

Silk - “but it must be recollected that since that time
(1857) the silk trade of Bengal has considerably fallen
off owing to increasing competition from China and
South of Europe. ...... The weavers of Murshidabad
district are always in debt. Assistant Sub-Magistrate of
Lal Bagh Sub-Division says “Their physique generally
proves that they are leading an unhealthy and half
starved existence. They live from hand to mouth, on
jow wages, not punctually paid, and their work is also
precarious.  Their life 1s sedentary, passed in filthy

1 24

houses”.

In fact, every volume of each and every gazetteer series
ides, under notices pertaining to each district and each
town, evidence of destruction of Indian manufactories. The
total destruction of all defence industries of that period—
salt-petre, iron foundries, saddlery, tentage, etc.— was mere-
ly one aspect of the process. The more important consequ-
ences were the extraordinary rise in land prices as millions
of artisans were thrown back upon land, and the rise in the
terms under which tenures were held. The gazetteers record
the successive increases effected by survey settlements as well
as the fierce rack-renting indulged in by ostensible tenure

holders.
Another consequence of the same process of deindus-
1 n was the fall in the real wages.

trialisation and ruralisatio :
Every district gazetteer volume provides data on the subject,

and demonstrates the steep fall in the purchasing power of
the rupee. For instance, in Thana, one could get 3_8 pounds
of rice for a rupee in 1836, but only 12 pounds in 1877;
whilst unskilled labourers were paid 2 to 3 annas in 1777
and 1847; and annas 4 2 day in 1881. In other words,
whilst prices had gone up by 220 per cent, wages had

prov
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remained more or less the same for 70 years from 1777 to
1}?47, and had improved from say 24 annas to 4 'm7r7/ i
o . s annas in
¢ NeXt 34 years, or a rise of at least 6o per cent. In short
short,

real wages had fallen to less th: ' ;
1830 aalues han one-third of their o

riginal
twentlint }:hc latter part of'thc nineteenth century and in
tw ieth century, the directions in which the British

ance capital flowed—into railways. plantations, managing

agency houses and elsewher i :
g e—was bri
gazetteers. efly noticed by the

y folr\gfgr: Z\;as.tvlcry. optimistic about the “multiplier effect’””
pital investment in railwa “ i
of ‘ : : ys. “The railway
o}; t;n;dzx;ﬁl il;lllgfl(;fors 22@;?Ime in India, truly the forcrunngl]'
ry . However, imperialis d
more cunning, resourceful L ions re to be
_ and vicious than M: ad i
" 2 arx had anti-
ingzéid. It ldampencd angl muffled” the effects of railwa
in ment by - concentrating all purchases, from ch
comotive to the last nail and pin, in Englana

At ; .
Compercdt};iitf?fldnﬂ'e e o of the investments directly
et med native ent i ;
case with indigo manufacture : erprises.  This was the

“Ind; . .
N:cﬁ;%lo Srl};trliléiaﬁtugc is the only industry carried on in
from the latter hlelfm(?forttlig lEutropcarl Capitz\l'i. e
’ the ast century. Most of the
lfj(r)%rci :;ré(rhg(: mcol?ccrn_s now existing s}[’)ring originally
s y small native factories, which were brought
by By Vg;:}llns zzlt the begmmng of this century .........
dott indigo concerns and by English capitalists
y proplrjetors fbackc':d by Calcutta agency houses
| lmpetus arge aﬁorlcs rapidly came up on great
fapetus - oney  was  plentiful ......
¢ ion arose between neighbouring planters. The
uropean planter soon gained for himself an im};ortant

osition in th ‘b
Ettle progleriyﬁ'%DlStnct, although at first he had but
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But amongst the most interesting entries in the
gazetteers were those that fell into the following classes :

ECOLOGICAL ONSLAUGHT BY IMPERIALISM
(i) The ecological onslaught of imperialism that trans-
formed the landscape, with denudation of hills through
export of timber, construction of road and railways without
regard to drainage, and alterations in river channels to suit

petty commercial interests.

We have space to note only a few typical cases of

-ecological vandalism perpetrated by imperialism.

(a) For instance, the courses of rivers and streams
were recklessly altered for the sake of private
profit. “In the early part of the century the Sarjy
instead of joining the Kauriala in Bahraich, flow-
ed on into Gonda district. The stream was turn-
ed into its present channel by a European timber
merchant, with a view to securing a more expedi-

tious route for floating down his logs”.®

(b) In the same way, the magnificent forests of the
Konkan coastal belt of Maharashtra were denud-
ed of teak and other vegetational cover,’ partly to
provide sleepers for the railways, and partly for
providing Bombay city market with charcoal,
construction materials and other forest produce.
Before the depredations caused by, railway cons-
truction, teak had been extensively employed for
shipbuilding. The removal of the forest cover
resulted in grave soil erosion of the slopes of the
Western Ghats; and this created further ecological
imbalances.”

(c) Miserly cheeseparing habits of British imperialism
resulted not only in total neglect of irrigation
works and the silting of tanks and lakes, but
imperialism went s0 far as to withdraw essential
maintenance services in respect of lands reclaimed
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from the sea. This, too, is recorded by the
gazetteers dealing with the Konkan strip.® ~The
office of Khar Patil was thus abolished.

(d) The indiscriminate blocking of natural water
channels through the building of railways and
roads after 1854 resulted in the creation of vast
acreages of bogs and swamps which are even
visible to-day as one travels on the Indian railways.
Naturally, these marshy tracts intensified, if not
generated, the scourge of malaria.

ATTACK ON PEOPLE’S HEALTH

(11) The sudden and sharp deterioration in the health
and longevity of Indians. Contact with the white man did
not cause such devastating epidemics in India, as happened
in the case of the Red Indian populations of the Americans.*!
Nevertheless, two frightful consequences did ensue. On the
one hand, pauperisation of Indians shortened their lives
drastically and imperialism-made famines debilitated the
afflicted population to such an extent that epidemics ragad
amongst the survivors.  On the other hand, with a sharp

rise in the number and forms of contact
men and Indians,

virulent forms, esp

between English-
many infections appeared in particularly
ecially tuberculosis and venereal diseases.

The .carlier and to us completely unfamiliar, situation
was described by Walter Hamilton as follows

“Compared with the West-Indies and other tropical
regions, Hindostan may be considered a very healthy
country, being little afflicted with many distempers
that are destructive in other countries, Indeed, one of
the most striking features of the medical history
of India is that it does not tolerate anv infectious
fever, typhus, yellow fever and the plague being
equally unknown east of Indies. Cancer is nearly
unknown within the tropics; and pthisis pulmonalis is
not common. Scrophula is rare, although instances
occur from particular causes, and the formation of stone
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in the bladder is but very seldom experienced.
Although climate does not prevent attacks of thti1 gout,
yet they are certainly less common and severe than 1‘n
cold countries and quite unknown to abstemious
natures. Acute rheumatism is rare b;twcen the tropics,
and the chronic kind is more easily cured tl(lian 1n'
Furope. Within the last fifteen years, a new gnd very
fatal disease has visited at different times Hin u's_tdnl,
and swept off great numbers of natives, but its ylrllll-
ence has latterly very much abated, as it orlgl?a y
commenced, without any assignable cause, mthcrdrom%
improvement of climate, diet, habits or mode o
treatment’”.*

ighty i dcrgoné
Eichty years later, the entire approach has undergo
a sea éz(};)anygey and we are confronted by the more familiar
scene of chronically unhealthy India.*

Heavy mortality was sought to be c‘)fplamed gn Clarﬁc;
philosophic, social and moral grounds. "([i'hc tq:ncgrri1 Yletc
European civilisation is to give man more and more ¢ pThc
control of his surroundings whsrcas in India...... g
same absurd sweep continues : “The whole tone Othlceigdivi-
thought, with its philosophy of fatalism 1s.aga}11nst ndivi
dualistic self-assertion necessary to success in t ?1 S‘té:ﬁ%' o
O o e Dssaous s on a larger
it promotes indifference to lile. :
sc:ﬁc frequently follow on t,l}; congregation olf \i'?);ts i\ﬁg:lbgc}rli
at place of pilgrimage...... ' But Indian r}<lelg us thought
had not changed its base since early Igtd' cenqu }}Il’ealth '
Hamilton had found Ilr:'dtm tc(l)fbct cxtTr:;llzrulnnia:/:rZal custol}"n.
Yet the homilies pour thick and fast : yersal custon

: jage means that “there is none of the salutary
21fini‘;1rr11;,ti$13r<§f %mderpar lives, effected in the West by the

celibacy of large classes...... Premature strain on reproductive

function tends to their earlier cessagéon ...... to earlier
1ec,??

degeneration ...... to premature senility”.
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. "‘The_dutics of daily life are ordered
religious rites which the British Governm
respect...... and herein lies one difficulty in securing the
observance of the sanitary ordinances which have ocfu ned
so large a place in the Statute Book of recent ycars".”' }

and performed us
ent 1s pledged to

The ad_n}issio_rls also peep through the text : “with res-
pect to nutrition, 1t cannot be doubted that the quality and
nature of the food of the majority leaves much to be desired.

These effects are strong] ised i '
_ gly emphasised in th scarci
and famines. ... .. v r e © thmes of scarcity

~ We need not elaborate further. Hamilton recorded that
India was a very healthy country and infectious fevers were
not tolerated and lung diseases were uncommon. Such were
thel striking features of the medical history of India in the
Se}ry nineteenth century. .Eighty years later, fevers, lung
1scases and bowel complaints were shown to be the chief
causes of hcayy mortality and low expectation of life, Sud-
dcnlyl, the philosophy of life followed by Indians and their
;gc-?l d customs became responsible for the evils perpetrated
y the British policy of deindustrialisation and ruraYisation
! he iga\zettcer itself admits that “nine-tenth’s of the popula:
r:i)n ive (f{rom land.* We may juxtapose this to the state-
ent made by the Famine Commissioners of 1880 : “No
remedy for present evils can be complete which does not
mcl_udc the introduction of a diversity of occupations through
which the surplus population may be drawn from agrical-
tural pursuits and led to find the means of subsistence in
rna_nufact_ur.cs or some such employments”. Byt till the end
of imperialist rule no meaningful change occurred—in 1947
the Indian people were as overwhelmingly dependent on

agriculture as they had b : ngt ( t ¢
o ¢ y had been since the beginni Al
rule. ginning of imperialist

POLITICS OF LAW AND ORDER

(i) Man
newly-establish
in the g

y political crimes and  most  crimes against
ed bourgeois property forms were dealt with
azetteers as law and order problems. However, very
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often, the mask got torn off and one could discern the see-
thing discontent of the Indian masses who are found protes-

tive against the political system under which they were forced

to live. l
i i i litica

An outstanding example of the distortion of a po
u hcavgl oi‘:ltso a law% and order problem is prov1dcd by the

called Deccan Riots of 1875. However, the gazetteers in
i(})lcc auscual seclf_-contradictory fashion provide facts that belie

the official characterisation.

“As a rule, the disturbances were marked by the abscnﬁc
of serious crime. In every case, the object of the
rioters was to obtain and destroy the bonds and decrees
in the possession of their c1:cd1t_ors. When borﬁglsf were
peaceably given, the mob did nat further mischief......
The most remarkable feature .of these dlst.urbanCCs was
the small amount of serious crime...... This modcratni)ln
is in some measure to be attributed to the nature of thc
movement. It was not so much a ;cvolt against t g
oppressor, as an attempt to accom lish a dcft';mltekqn

practical object, the disarming of the <:ncmt¥1 by taking
his weapons, his bonds and accounts. For nxs purp%sﬁ,
2 mere demonstration of. force was usually eno(;xb .
Another circumstance which coptnbuted to thczh modera-
tion of the peasantry was that in many cases.ll cpmovc—
ment was led or shared by the l}cads of t}}:c vi agvl. o
The chief cause of the moSieratlon was the nazlur:; avxg
abiding spirit of the Kunbi peasantry. In so orderly an

ide-spread resort to force
pcaceful a people, such a wide-sp ead

proved the reality of their grievances .
And we have two classical cases illustrating t}}:e 'rllalturc
of the grievances. Mr. Shambhu 'P'rasad hp:;lks ,.ml a 3 a
member of the Deccan Rigts Cpmrmssmn w‘ ich w E 5,}? e-
quently set up to hold an inquiry, cited a case in 1w }1;; 3,;
dvance of Rs. 10/- was made in 1863 against whic surX
imounting to Rs. 110/- were paid frqm tlrr‘lf,2 to time. (;
the end of 10 years, Rs. 220 /- were still due! The secon
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instance was provided b
. y Mr. Tytler, Coll
nag. ’ o} t
o? éj;z;a‘:lxorf}ierﬁed t0-a man who had bOrr(Z)cwf::l;iO:f Aul;[l?t?s —
sued for Rs r72/ Sw?l/l_clil I:g lI]1 Ig months, the borro\(}vq wag
¢ . * ;) ¢ lender was , .
The judge considered the thing iniq&?tjlxdgietdtl:?rtchvfg:ts';

b
ond and & bond covered all iniquity. = Thousands of parallel
teemed with them”.® every division and every village

The so-called D :

.. eccan Riots of 18

olitical i o 1675 were the fir '

grganizcc[inzﬁlftc}itatf,on' in Western India of a politicaft f:l(i)COT

Rot an atempt tt?o a51st of t}llle new bourgeois order IIDt wj;

_ restore the feudal o :

War cudal past as w 1

o l?rfCI:anc;nal I?dCPcndcncc (1857‘6%) It wz;Eharthc oot
a struggle on the new b /"

to reve e W bourgeols premise

o borIS; tc}::.j elxproprlatlons carried out w?th thz ;ellt SOF g}}: t
geois legal system that had been instituted by (i)mt])c(—

rialist arms. The
o gazetteers termed th :
but provided factual evidence to the coixtr?aor;emcm “riotous”,

BRITISH PUSILLANIM
ITY CONFRON
We have space to record b INES

1769-70 that d
B Bengal“cvastated B

attcmpt

the classic case :
of
engal. the famine of

i recognises the crucial j .
which determined the couns cial importance of this event

succeeding decades: ¢ of Indian history for many

a(;arrying off the husbandman’
EIFCIECE; stopping and emptying ljosactzntt
sell cv:;n s:égcr prlo vinces, compelling the poor ryots 0
ed in dealing ) an .thc thlc administration participat-
was of a é’lll.n grain for private advantage. The disaster
of Bcnga{)PfZ ing proportions. It forms key to history
broad trend ‘ ?EO years. It places new light on those
rors found 2 y ?ICSOlatlon which the English conque-
sufferings en:tic'tluii y made) everywhere, it unfolds the
suddenly placed i 4 . ancient rural society, by being
forms ax};dp aced in a position in which its immemorial
usages could no longer apply; it then explains

y stock at arbitrary
hat were importing

Hunter in his Annals of
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how out of the disorganised and fragmentary elements,
a new order of things evolved”.

In the face of this historic tra edy, what are we to say
of the following grand measures agoptcd to provide relief?

Districts in which 20,000 were dying per month receiv--
ed for relief Rs. 150 per year. For 30 millions’ susten--
ance for 6 months £ 4000 were given. Beyond that the-
local grandees were to provide, who gave [ 4700 plus.
expenses.

THE PERSPECTIVE

The entire bourgeoisfication process as it unfolded on
the Indian terrain comprised of four major phases :

(i) First phase : 1757-1818.—This was the phase
during which imperialism on the whole adopted
a low profile, when acquisitions of territory were
gradually made; when Britishers pretcnded to be
feudal subordinates and allies of the Indian em-

eror and his chief native subedars; when the old
focal land administration was largely preserved;
when Persian language and indigenous coinage.
retained their currency.

(i) Second phase : 1818-1860.—During this phase the:
bourgeoisfication process attained its climaceteric
point. The Indian feudal economy was overturn-
ed, the revivalist feudal forces were decisively de-
feated in the First War of National Independence-
(1857-60), the entire politic-judicial system re-
structured accordinﬁ to the legal codes, and the
Indian economy subordinated to the world capita--
list economy. i

(it) Third phase : 1860-1955.—During  the first 45
years of this phase, which may be considered as.
the classic phase of gazetteer roduction, the British:

imperialist bourgeoisie conso idated its hold upom
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the country through a vast net

_ : work of communica-
t;lon channels (railway, telegraph and roa(rir;;m:::d
through strategic alliances with local compradors
especially and semi-feudal princelings. |

In the next 50 years from 1905-1955, imperialism was
in retreat, under pressure from the nationalist
forces led by the native bourgeoisie. During the
preceding century, W. W. Hunter could ogcnl
confess to “British misrule in Bengal”.% Butpafttz
1905, the nationalist movement had raised its

1 « . ]

(iv) I';tht/tzh f/za.ce :d 1955 0 the present.—This period
Gazettccrs;:)rfolu(cipon of the l?tcst series of the

’ teers ndia, 4 volm:ncs, in addition to some

tzhfso 11(sitr1ct Gazetteers which follow by and large

nac;‘ old pattern. However, the liquidation zf

ative states and commencement of economic plan-

ning are some of the new features which have Il))ecn

greatly lauded therei .
bourgeoisfication, erein as  steps in the process of

FOOT NOTES -
1.

I
n Japan, the feudal leadership destroyed the Shogunate and

restort

rest Mi_?‘i t}};eéstpow.er of the absolute monarchy in the form of

ghe Me y) X _otratxpn of 1868. 1In turn the emperor opened the
intensive bourgeois penetration and advancement.

I , b
n India too, similar developments might have taken place had

victory resulted from the First War of National Independence

'/;ilR' I?esai (ed.) Peasant Struggles in India, 1978,
thec Fr;cnncchh }clie(geat was sealed by the defeat of Napolean in 1815
Talians o2, tah carlier conquered the Dutch, the Germans the
hans and e Spaniards, so that from 1815 to 1870 B,' i
significant European rival ¢ i
Th - lals
poiitfje&ﬁirzﬁfi};f xz;zlt;msmm 1818 may be tal.(en as the turning
the North West and the Noorit)}imgastuif OI[;e(xi'ia;lons continued .in
é\Iot 10 be cqnfused with “Zamindari” -
orm of exploitation, wherein capital was
conditions of technological blockage.

which was a bourgeois
Invested in land, within

10.

11
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
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19.
20.

21
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29,
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K. Marx, Capital, Vol. 1, undated, pp. 711-12.

Hamilton quickly brought out a two-volume edition in 1828,
which we have utilised in preparing this paper.

An earlier two volume edition had appeared in 1844,

S. B. Chaudhury, The History of the Gazetteers of India, 1965.
For further discussion of the myth of self-sufficient Indian village
see Vinayak Purohit, “the Asiatic Mode of Production and Feuda-
lism in Indian History and Historiography” in Proceedings of
the 40th Session of the Indian History Congress, 1980, pp- 741.50.
Hamilton, op.cit., Vol. 2, p. 412,

Nagpur was annexed in 1853, and therefore the major pact of
the decline must have occurred in the two decades that followed..

op.cit., p. 371.

Ibid. '

Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol. 13, part I, p. 302.

Ibid. pp. 308-10.

Ibid. Vol. 18, Part II, Poara, pp. 108, 110, 112-14, 126, 116.
We refer the interested student to the trilogy of 1901 : D. Naoroji
Poverty and Un-British Rule in India; R. C. Dutt, Economic
History of India, 2 Vols; and W. Digby, ‘Prosperous’ British
India; and to B. D. Basy, Ruin of Indian Trade and Industries,
1931, where much material has been gleaned from the gazetteers.
Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol. 13, Part I, p. 363.

1bid., part II, pp. 517-18; Low’s Indian Navy, 1, p.28;
Hamilton’s Hindostan, 11, p. 156.

Guzetteer of Bombay Presidency Vol. 13, Part L

A Statistical Annal of Bengal, Vol. 3, Midnapore and Hoogly,
p. %4

Ibid., p. 375.

Ibid., Vol. X, Murshidabad, pp. 148, 154.

Gasetteer of Bombay Presidéncy, Vol. 13, part I, pp. 312-14.
Marx & Engels, The First Indian War of Independence : 1857-
1859, 1975, p. 32. ,

W. W. Hunter, 4 Statistical Annal of Bepgal, 1875, Vol. 2,
Nadiya & Jessore Districts, pp. 95.97. .

The Imperial Gazetseer of India, Vol. 1, 181, p. 298.

Gazeiteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. 13, Thana part I, 1882,
pp. 31-32; part IT, pp. 517-18; Vol 11, Kolaba and Janjira,
1883, p. 17, Vol. 10, Ratnagiri and Savantyadi 1889 pp. 31-33.
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The last mentioned volume contains the best account of the
reckless denudation of teak forests carried out by British
imperialism.

Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol. 13, Thana, Part I, p. 276.
It has been variously estimated that the Red Indian population
of Pre-Columbian America, North & South, exceeded over
I1.5 crores and the majority of them were eliminated by epide-
mic brought by the Whites, whilst a minority was slaughtered
by genocidal campaigns. For each Indian scalp, the authorities
paid a fixed sum and it was official policy that “the best Indian
was a dead Indian”,

Hamilton’s East Indig Gazerteer, 1828—ed., pp. 657-8.

Imperial Gazetteer of India, . The Indian Empire, Vol. 1, 1907,
ch. 10, “Public Health and Vital Statistics™.

1bid., p. 500,

1bid., p. 501.

1bdd., p. 500.

Ibid., p. 502. Possibly, there is a reference liere to the murder
of Plague Commissioner Rand and his associate Ayerst by the
Chaphekar brothers. But the allusion is unappropriate since the
British officers were known to have raped In£an women in
the course of their inspection tours to enforce sanitary rules.
Such nefarious activities had nothing to do with respect for
religious rites supposedly manifested by the British government !
{bid., p. 501,

1bid., p. 502.
Imperial Gazetteer of India, The Indian Empire, Vol. 11, P. 499,

Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol. 18, Poona, Part If
pp. 1223, ’

Ibid, p. 127.

1bid., Vol, 17, Ahmadnagar, 1884, p. 314,
Vol. 1, 1868, pp. 1970.

The Indian Empire, 1896, p. 383.

The Anti-Partition, Boycott and Swadeshi Movement led b
Bal-Pal-Lal had swept over the country between 1905 and ;.911.)'

PROGRESS ON ARCHIVAL AUTOMATION!

Mzyer H. Fisusein

TT"HE PROFESSION OF archives has been influenced in its

- more than four millennia of history by a number of signi-
ficant technological changes in the forms of communication.
Recording media have progressed from clay tablctf and
shards to papyrus, parchment and paper; yet, none had as

~dramatic effect on archives in a relatively short period

as the contemporary electronic media. Th.ougfl much has
been published about the “computer revolution™ evaluations
of its role in archival principles and practices are rare. Most
literature on the topic concerns single applications or its
impact on a particular archival activity. ~ One way to
bridge the gap is to compile a cpm(frthnswc history  of
archival automation. This paper is designed to outline the
history briefly by narrating major innovations and events.

Archivists were slow to recognize the potential signi-
ficance of computers to their operations. The first gene-
rations were, in fact, of marginal concern, because the com-
puters were in the main more rapid galculator_s th:fm .the
Hollerith punched card accounting machines. Their principal
utility was for rapid calculations of complex mathematical
formulas. With the development of the second generation,
about by the mid 1950’s, their utility for listing, merging,
organizing and printing data was bcm§ rc.cogmz%‘l by
historians, social scientists and a few librarians. Thus,

-early innovators experimented with the tool for statistical

studies and bibliographic controls.  The first archivally
related application grew out of library experimentation. The
U.S. Library of Congress, in developing what became the
MARC system for cataloging books, also used the experi-
mental system to list items among its collections of presi-

dential papers:?
59
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- As electronic computers were invented in the U.S. it
was I(tjobbc' expected that the earliest archival dpplicati;ms
would be in thaF country. When the implications of auto-
g;ltloq]\vas considered for the first time by the International
fot/l{)Cl on Asrchlvcs (ICA) at the 1964 International Congress
of Archivists’ only the representatives of the U.S. National
Archives and Records Service (hereafter refc.rrcd to as
NARS) suggested that the technology could be useful to
achivists for substantive activities.  Other partici ants
believed thfit.the utility would be limited to ﬁscalpand
certain statistical operations. NARS had initiated a stud
to dc‘termmc_ whether a computer could be used to indcz
individual civil and military service personnel files.

The Archival Round Table decided, non
add automation to the agenda for the follc’)wing ;tc};i%css"['lig
report to the Round Table was in the main inconclusive.*
Several archivists suggested utility for indexing, but the did
not plan to install systems. They also rcj’cctcd ta ye or
punched cards as accessionable records. The United }S)tatcs
was again an exception. NARS had acquired a computer

system as a locator index for it ke
s close to one-hun
Pcrs()nncl case ﬁlCS. dI'Cd mllll()l'l

+ Dur.qug the early 1960’s even NARS had doubts about
¢ possibility of accessioning machine-readable records for
permanent preservation. A NARS study based on a survey
of leading federal statistical agencies concluded that com-
If)utc?s were merely intermediate devices for processing data
or input documents to output reports; therefore, on%y the
conventional records should be considered for accessioning.®
However, in 1964 the U.S. Social Science Research Council
became concerned about the loss of significant  data in
machine-readable form that had not been fully transcribed
in the printouts. A sub-group of economists visited the
same producers of tape as had been questioned during the
NARS study, with the addition of other agencies.  The
committee also questioned officials of NARS about their
intentions with regard to the medium. The committee was
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assured that NARS was willing to accept such records when
thew were appraised as having enduring value. Nonethe-
less, the committee recommended the establishment of a
dual archives for the preservation and servicing of magnetic
media and related textual records. For political reasons this
proposal as rejected by Congress. At about the same time
in connection with its responsibility to accept records of
terminated agencies, the Swedish national archives was
facing the likelihood that it would accept the new media.

By 1971, the attitudes of a steadily increasing number
of archivists toward automation had changed radically. In
that year the Archival Round Table expected positive replies
to questions about their interest in automation. Robert-
Henri Bautier, secretary-general of the Round Table and
Professor of Archives at the L’Ecole des Chartes, undertook

responsibility for conducting a  survey of archival auto-
mation. His report to the Round Table® noted the deve-
lopment of information science in numerous countries, 1n
most part as a result of aqtoma@ed techniques in athering,
processing and disseminating information. , Prof. Bautier
assumed correctly that this dcvcloprpcnt.would cvcntuqlly
affect the acquisition policies of archives in those countries.
The alternative he envisioned would be the establ}shmcnt
of central data banks that could become rival archives for

recent pcrrqancnt]y valuable records.

The Swedish national archives, wh.ich took a lead

among the archival institutions by asserting its authority
to accession permanently valuable machine-readable rcco.r(.is,‘
was among the first to initiate 2 study of the prcse.rval.nhty
of various media. NARS established an organizational
entity to survey tape files within the federal government
and to initiate an accessioning process for those that were
deemed of enduring value.  The national archives of
Canada and several other countries were considering similar

involvement.
5579 Dir. of Arch./ND/81
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During the late 1960’s outside influences focused
arghiv_al attention  on automation. Historians and  social
scientists were using computers to  process their data (in-
clud}ng information from archival sources) and were in-
quiring about access to data in governmental agencics that
were in machine-readable form.  Furthermore, decisions
on the retirement of tape and other media were being
made without archival intervention.

~ Major impediments to archival intervention in the
retirement process were :

(1) a lack qf knowledge among archivists about
automation in general and about the machine-
readable files in administrative agencies;

(2) the unavailability of adequate facilities for the
preservation and servicing of tape; and,

(3) legal obstacles to accessioning such recent records.

The last two impediments were largely responsible for
delays in considering machine-readable records for acces-
sioning; therefore, archivists in several states decided to
use automation primarily for retrieval systems. Study
groups were organized to examine the feasibility of using
computers to facilitate access to records with high refer-
ence activity.

_The National and State archives of the Federal Re-
public of Germany were among the leaders in initiating
11_1dexm% programs by computer. NARS was computeri-
zing a locater system for its national records center and
was seeking a system that could automate the production
of finding aids for archival holdings. Australia, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Israel, Italy, Norway,
Poland and Romania were planning or actually installing
computerized systems to faci%tatc operations. The data
available to Prof. Bautier for all but a few institutions were
too fragmentary for detailed descriptions of most of these
systems.
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The Italian National Archives was probably the frst
to adopt text retrieval for archival documents but 1ts reponse
to the questionnaire did not reach Prof. Bautier in time
for inclusion in his report. The Italian ADP systems were
described later at a meeting in Spoleto (see below). Tle
Archives acquired a Honeywell retrieval system for produc-
ing keyworg indexes and was adapting IBM’s Document
Processing System for text retrieval. Enrica Ormanni
demonstrated the latter by retrieving on a videoscreen
(CRT) a document from the records of the Abbey of Monte

‘Cassino.

The important matter of cost for automated indexing
was dealt with only by the Canadian response in which it
was shown that automation saved considerable money and
staff time.

In addition to indexing, several archives sough
computer assistance for administrative operations other than
ﬁsca{) controls, e.g., compiling statistics on reference activity
and controlling the retirement and acquisition of non-current
records. ’

Prof. Bantier concluded that archives should develop
facilities for preserving selected data files, investigate the
potentials for automatic indexing, and that ICA should
include a major session on automation for the 1972 Inter-
national Congress in Moscow.

In preparation for this 1972 session, the ICA esta-

blished the Ad Hoc Working Party on the Implications of

Automatic Data Processing for Archival Management. The
participants at the meeting in Spoleto, Italy, 23-25 May,
1972, comprised archivists from Belgium, Canada, England,
Federal Republic of Germany, Israel, Italy and the United
States. The Secretary General and Deputy Secretary General
represented the ICA. O.A. Mikhailov served as  observer
for DBA, UNESCO.”

These experts reviewed the status of archival automa-
tion on the basis of the Bautier report and their varied
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experiences.  The findings and recommendations may be
summarised as follows : '

1. Finding : Each archival institution represented
had developed automated techniques  without
knowledge about the system in the other
institutions.

Recommendation : (a) A journal should be publi-
shed to include articles on significant innovations
and bibliographic references ; (b) A system of cor-
respondents should be established to share informa-
tion directly with individual archivists.

2. Finding : Archivists were having difficulty in
learning about literature on automation that would
be especially useful to them for self-instruction.

Recommendation : A bibliography should be com-
piled to meet this need.

3. Finding :  Most archivists were uninformed about
automation,

Recommendation : () A training curriculum
should be compiled and tested at a seminar;
(b) A series of publications should be complied
beginning with guidelines on managing machine-
readable records.

At the Moscow Congress later that year the Ad Hoc
Working Party was made a continuing ‘ICA committee,
now known as the Committee on Automation. The indivi-
dual members changed during the subsequent years although
the national archival organizations represented at the initial
meeting remained constant. (For a period, the Canadian
representative preferred to become a corresponding member.
He is now a full member.) Several other national organi-

zations were added at various times. The class of corres-

ponding members covers all continents.

All the other recommendations have been achieved

and other projects have been added. The journal ADPA,
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now published by the Royal Archives of Belgium, is in its
fourth volume. An orientation curriculum was devised
and tested in England in 1974.% Additional seminars in
the Ivory Coast and again in England just prior to the 1976
International Archives Congress perfected training designed
for archivists in the developing countries.

A bibliography was compiled by the then chairman of
the Committee, M. H. Fishbein.® As most of the entries
were published in English and the bibliography is largely
outdated, the present secretary, Jean Pieyns-Rigo, has under-
taken the task of compiling a new bibliography that will
be truly international.

The publication of the Guidelines for Administering
Machine-readable Archives was delayed until the beginning
of 1981 because adequate experience had been lacking.
This publication by M. H. Fishbein and an additional volume
entitled, An Introduction to Archival Automation by A.
Arad and M. E. Olsen, were printed by the Bundesarchiv
of the Federal Republic of Germany.

During the years since the Spoleto meeting a qumbcr
of automated systems that had been planned were in fact
adopted and new systems installed. Machine-readable
records as potential archives has been rccognizcd' in th_c
profession. Unfortunatclz, in many states, legal uppcd;-
ments prevent archivists from officially intervening in the
retirement of non-current machine-readable records and
transferring them to archival storage to assure preservation.

The development of archival automation since the
Bautier report may be illustrated by reference to the follow-
ing systems in countries that have been leaders in the field :

Berorum : The Royal Archives compiled a data bank of
vital data about the population’ for the Renaissance
period and automated an index to all finding aids. .

Canapa : The Public Archives has been accessioning machine-

readable archives and prcgaring finding aids for its
conventional holdings by adopting a MARC format.
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FeDERA :
WiI;hRI;I;UBLIC OF GERMANY : A committee on automation
Cst'lblighzrlcscntatl\lzcs of fcdcral and state archives was
cs jnd}vil( t]o exchange information and assign projects
dual members. Numerous name and other

indexes h: .
levcls.CS 1ave been compiled at the federal and local

France : - i i
ind.e x’(l::‘sh(%orAiiChwc's 1N:}%onalcs 15 utilizing detailed
- 1ts varied official and pri i
or ‘ rivate a es 2
for the national collection of art objcpcts rehives and

German D
EM
OcRATIC REepusLic : Thesauri were compiled

for comp ;
uter assisted indexi ;
. exin .
archives in a classified form. g of natlongl and local

IsraeL : The i i
" (lj];t S‘tlat(;: arch'lves utilizes a minicomputcr to pro-
aile ﬁndmg aids in English and Hr:b}r)ew

and has compl i
! pleted its firs ; :
readable records. st accession of machine-

€ l

Ivory Coasr : islati
AST : A legislative mandate to the National Archives

to autom i 1
ate the index to the nation’s Official Register

provided the archiy i
. es ,
archival control. with computer capacity for

SPAIN_ : The- national archives has
ir}:g of d1§scrtations by author
at require use of archives. ’

SWEDEN : An in-depth
; t '
readable rccorgs wsa:lcg);i){?l;f anagement of machine-

computerized the list-
residence and keywords

UNioN oF
N o ag;?VIEgl SoctaList RepusLics : A classification sys-
ptable to automation was computerized

UNITﬁ?lin;ILGDOM : The program PROMPT is control-
fng an nfcportmg on reference services for use in time

o e fovc to the new building at Kew. PROSPEC

en fully developed to produce finding aids to.
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record classes. Several county archives are computeri‘
zing their finding aid programs.

Unitep States @ The publication of a comprehensive guide to
the holdings of tge National Archives was facilitated by
the use of electro-photo composition. A system deve-
loped for intelligence retrieval has been ada}gtcd to pro-
duce finding aids and to serve as a data ank for a
variety of information on holdings and statistics. A
number of archival establishments have adapted systems
like MARC, OCLC and SPINDEX that had originated

in libraries.

Regional networks are being organized. Conferences on
automation at the national level, while, infrequent, are not
uncommon. Archival specialists in West Germany meel
with fair regularity to discuss new systems. Similarly, the
French Archives Nationales publishes a journal to keep the
profession informed about developments. The Society of
American Archivists has conducted workshops on automa-

tion and the proceedings of two major confelznccs have been
published.'®

In the field of international cooperation various projects
are in progress or planned for the immediate future. A
glossary of ADP terms that relate directly to archives is
nearing completion. Within a year a study of changes for
transcriptions of machine-readable files will be composed.
A survey of automated systems and a study of the Jegal
values of machine-readable records are being planned. An
evaluation of the preservability of vatious media is under
discussion. Additional guidelines and training curricula are
on the agenda for future meetings. Based on past experience
with similar projects we may be reasonably assured of posi-
tive development in these and other useful cooperative efforts.

‘ FOOTNOTES '

1. Revision of paper prepared for the International Congress on
Automatic Data Processing in the Humanities, Liege, Belgium,

November 1981.

.
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REFERENCE PROCESS
SusHas Biswas

INTRODUCTION

G OING BACK TO the days of Alexandria, Nalanda
or Takshila, reference libraries have the longest history

of any type of library. The reason obviously being that
whether it was a clay tablet or bark or palmleaf manus-
cripts, the number of copies of ‘books™ or documents as we

know them todaK, were very limited and in most cases it

may have perhaps been the only copy availahle.
Occasionally, a list of clay tablets available were inscribed
on the walls of the library building itself and such lLists
might well be regarded as the forerunners of the library
catalogues of today. The functions of the library have not
altered signiﬁcantf’ , but the format, quantity and content
of materials filling up the stacks and the resultant services
which today’s library can offer have progressively been
transformed to a point when a scholar in London has access
to a network of sophisticated bibliographical information
sources and hopefully the day is not very far off when he
would even be able to consult a document kept in Library

-of Congress, Washington, on his satellitc linked com-

puterised visual display screen (VDU) without removing
the document from that library.

The world’s population has increased enormously in
the last hundred years, during which time there has also
been a considerable increase in literacy. The consequent
literary output has. resulted in an unprecedented volumc of
library materials—the information explosion, as it 1s com-
monly known., It is the task of the reference librarian to
select appropriate material from this vast output, and to
exploit it to the best of his ability.
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REFERENCE BOOKS

exact]?rcf?srca %‘;}Zg Anyl.iurthcr let me now explain what
which it normallrerlcc t : Tilf‘y :{pd what are the materials
encyclopaedias ,):1 ‘(t)n ams : Books such as dictionaries,
bib]‘iogra )hics’,tﬁ‘- zetteers,  yearbooks, directories, indexes,
picces of information Vth'Ch are compiled to supply definitc
referred to rathe 1t(lm of varying degree, and intended to be
kept for rcferencrc la]ny read through. And books which are
side. the building"Harrod. O e neee o be used out
contends “the t%ue arrod.  On the other hand Collison
a collection of writt concept of a reference library is rather
may resort for info en _anc’i’ printed sources to which people
reference librar asrma]t'lo'rl - It s better i_n fact to look on the
libraries mu‘ y as a living enCYSIOPMdm. Larger reference
y well include with i ol -

pamphlets, report thin their stock : books,
patents st’andgrd " n?gv spapers, periodicals, charts, maps,
nally compiled indexcs. - oty < Bcring drawing, inter-
gramophone recor{CXCS, slides, filmstrips, canned flms,
ultrafiche -ords, music scores, microfilms, microfiche

» etc. r.e. all categories of material which may bé

a source of some kind of information,
QUICK REFERENCE MATERIAL

The Reference librarian will work most ethciently and

effectively i intai
y if he maintains a core collection of quick reference:

i?li;czrlm;oitdd;; Information Des}(. For it is from such stock
specdile Tl{c 0(1)1r.1t_ of factual information will be provided
o the Tibrar E:tsmor'l qf the Information Desk in relation
near as POSsiglét-up Zis lm‘?ortgr}t. The desk should be as
the main entran o anh b g and aﬁproachable from,
tion generall F: ltodt € llbré_lry. Thc quick reference collec-
graphies Gircegoncludes dictionaries, encyclopaedias, biblio-
o pcriozﬁcals ries, handbooks, glossaries, subject index
quick.re P gazetteers, etc. It is important to note that
reference libr;i malt\Cl‘lal forpally forms the nucleus of 2
2 libraria y: word of warning is necessary. When

n requires really up-to-date information in order

to a B ;
nswer a query satisfactorily, he has to go beyond reference -
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books. Books by their very nature are out of date. In
such cases the librarian must consult recently publishcd
articles in pcriodicals, which can be produccd more quickly,
or obtain the necessary information direct from a specialist,
or from an organisation which has more ready access to
relevant up-to-date sources of information, ziz. an embassy,
a rescarch organisation or a government department.

REFERENCE COLLECTION

 In the early stages the reference section was the main
part of any library; often in fact it was the only part.
Subsequently, the position changed with the changes in
attitudes of the reading public and introduction of modern
technology in book production methods. In most libraries
reference materials are housed separately from materials
which readers are allowed to take home on loan. Though
in the USA, in a few large central libraries, the entire
collection is arranged by subject approach i.e. all material
in a particular subject field, whether intended for refetence
purposes or for loan, is brought together. The collection
is selected, acquired, classified, catalogued and exploited by
staff who have specialised knowledge and experience of the
subject concerned. Whereas the public libraries normally
regard books as the backbone of the major sources of infor-
mation, special libraries serving specialised groups of
clientele consider periodical and report literature as major
sources of information. Broadly speaking the size and
scope of the reference collection of a library system tends
to gc related to the size and composition of its users and
also to the library’s budgetary allocation of funds.

EVALUATION AND USE OF REFERENCE MATERIAL

One of the most important attributes of any librarian -
in reference service is the ability to maintain an objective
and critical outlook towards the materials which make up
the collection. However strenuously or painstakingly an
item is compiled, its total current accuracy must always be
open to question, and the older it becomes the more inaccu-
rate it is likely to be. ~Another major attributing factor for



72 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

a rcfc_trence librarian is his ability to cvaluate reference
m.at'crlal. Sev_eral excellent guides to reference material O'iv‘C
crl.tlc.al evaluations and comparisons of various typc: of
existing reference tools. To establish the authority of a
new work the librarian should assess the qualification and
background of those responsible for its proaluction—autllor
editor, Pubhsher. To establish the alleged degree of «'o'n:
p.rehensweness of a new book or rcportbthc reference Ill)l‘a-
rian should study the preface of the publication as that is
where the author/editor is expected to give the scope
coverage and objectives of the book. thl?c necessary h;
may also consult a specialist in the field to get views oﬁ‘rhc
lcvclll arll)d treatment of the subject as claimed by the cdilor
1r11 the ook. ln the case of a biographical dictionary which
claimed to be international in coverage, entrics may be
checked at random or counted to find out if an.y degree of
?}?tnljjnla{l bias is present. For example, an item publisll]ell in
eg; 1 v[s;oul.d be likely to have a high proportion of British

ka € Again, an analysis of contributors may be under-
_ ;hggc té)h ;ccri Swhcthelr thpy are _biascd Politically or otherwise,
These ch worl(zr evaluations will help in establishing whether
O Dot a wr is p{op;rly balanced. When a new edition
of a appears, it should be checked carefully with the
ter version. The librarian should take this into consi-

derati idi
de ation before decldmg whether or not to buy, as reference
ms are comparatively more expensive.

whicl?sar:]fzgtlon}f(l fealrller, scvcrgl c?(ccllcnt guides exist,
hich are ry helptul when a librarian wishes to obtain

, crtical  and comparative evaluations of existing
reference m’aterlal.' Walford’s Guide to Reference Maserial
and Shec.:hy s Guide to Reference Books are undoubtedly
outstanding in this field. Mukherjee’s Annotated Guide
1o reference materials in the human sciences and Gidwani's
Guade to Re_ferqnce Materials on India are valuable tools for
Indian publications of all types of reference tools such as
lnbhographlcs,' encyclopaedias, dictionaries, abstracts and
indexes to periodicals, directories, catalogues or union lists
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of periodicals, newspapers (and their indexes) handbooks or
comprehensive manuals, maps, and charts, general and
specialised directories or year books and technical reports,
patents, standard specifications, theses, conference proceedings

etc.
FACETS OF REFERENCE WORK

In this scction we will try to examine the component
parts which go to make up a reference and information.

service. v

Originally, librarianship involved the acquisition,.
organisation and housing of library material. The evolu-
tion of reference services as a major aspect of librarianship
is quite recent. In fact, it did not appear until very late
in the nineteenth century. Initially public libraries intro-
duced readers’ assistance and only recently college and
university libraries have introduced this service. It was.
left to special libraries—those  servicing industry, research
institutions, government departments, etc. to adopt dis-
semination of information orally; literature searches,
preparation of reading lists and digests of news items,.
abstracts and compilation of indexes for internal usage.
Increasingly, however, reference services have been cxtcn«ﬁ:d‘
to more demanding and scholarly users.

Reference Work is often referred to as purely and simply
answering cnquiries through the use of reference material
readily in stock. In its widest connotation, however, it
may be said to cover everything which is essential, if users”
queries are to be dealt with swiftly, efficiently and effec-
tively. Such process may include :

selection and acquisition of a useful collection of books,
pamphlets, periodicals, and other materials,
arrangement, organisation and maintenance of
stock so that it can be used easily and effectively
by both staff and users. This in broad terms.
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means that the reference librarian must ensurc
that his stock is adequately classified and cate-
logued to meet the needs of his staff and his
users. The various methods of cataloguing and
classification are fully dealt with in varicus
manuals of librarianship. All that needs to be
emphasised here is that, whichever methods are
adopted in the reference library, the objective is
the same—to provide a key to the library’s stock.

compilation of a union catalogue of holdings, where

necessary, and preparing specialised indexes relat-
ing to subjects in which the library is particularly
strong.

maintenance of general information files giving details

of search strategies employed in answering parti-
cular queries which are likely to occur again. By
documenting the sources from which the answers
that their colleagues will not have to waste time
by going over the same bibliographical ground
in future.

in-service training of professional staff to ensure that

optimum use is made of all facilities, and that a
sence of team work is introduced. Production
of printed guides to the library and the services
it offers (i.e. publicity hand-outs), adequate sign-
posting, so that new users may get to understand
the possible complexity of the library lay-out.

instructional guidance to any groups and others in the

use of reference material, etc.

making extensive use of outside sources (referral

services)—such as other libraries, research organi-

sations, personal contacts, outside loans—-not

solely relying on its own and its lending sources.
L)
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When these main facts of reference work have been
sufficiently established the staff are in a strong position to
provide a general information and research service to their
users. This information and research service forms the
product of the reference process—which may be defined
as the media or the stages through which the reference
librarian goes in order to answer quickly and effectively
questions put to him by an enquirer. The process starts
with the receipt of a question and finishes when a satisfactory
answer has been given. However, it must be said that some
questions cannot be answered properly and, that in some
cases, the librarian will refer the enquirer to some external
sources of information (referral service).

In broad terms, reference enquiries may be divided
into three categories :

(a) the simple, factual enquiry, which requires a
minimal reference and can be dealt with very

quickly;

(b) the more difficult enquiry, which necessitates a
certain amount of conversation between the

reference librarian and the enquirer and some
period  for identification and exploitation of

resources

(c) the really complicated enquiry, which may take
hours or days of research and involve both local
and external resources.

In the case of (b) and (c) the reference process is
likely to consist of a complex interaction between the
enquirer—the reference librarian (who works as an inter-
mediary) and source of information.
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A simple representation of the normal sequence of the
reference process may be shown as :

] — ——
Ff user recogaises his need for information L__._.__;
- e

‘ he puts his question fo the libraricn

v —
! librarian engages the enquirer in 2 reference
dialogue

¥

[ the question is refined and restated
v

l librerian formulates a seaich strategy 4

¥
\ he identifies and exploits his own/or external

information resources

¥
he presents his teatative fiadings l
¥

user assesses the relevance of these in relation
to his requirements

¥

he 2ccepts an approved answer. l——-———

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN—QUALITIES

The degree of success which a reference librarian is
normally able to achieve in answering enquiries is a measure
of his aptitude for this sort of work. It is undoubted that
many people do not have such an aptitude. It has becn
accepted that reference work cannot be taught. This is
because it is an art and a skill within an art acquired on
practice not precept. Finding information somebody has
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asked for can only be learnt by experience. Some of the
more important qualities and attributes of a good reference
librarian are certainly : broad subject knowlcggc ; adequate
knowledge of reference tools, a keen and analytical mind;
ability to put people at their ease; ability to communicate
effectively with people of differing ages, temperaments and
abilities;  an equable temperament and ability to decide at
what stage it would be right to cease searching his resources
and to turn instead to outside resources.

The librarian who possesses these qualities is the sort
of person who is likely to make a success as a reference
librarian, the object of which is to establish a cordial relation-
ship with the enquirer and caf)ability to clearify and refine
question so that he can formulate a search strategy.

SEARCH AND SEARCH STRATEGY

In conducting the reference interview, it will be more
effective and will save a lot of time if he uses open rather
than closed questions—such as what precisely do you wish
to know about —- ? which will allow the enquirer -
to elaborate because he is able to respond as he thinks fit,
unlike closed questions which will not give the enquirer
any freedom to enlarge as he has to answer with “Yes” or
“No”. Once the reference librarian has reached the main
part of the interview, he should try to frame his questions
which begin with such words as ‘how’, ‘when’, ‘where’,
‘why’, and ‘what’.

Throughout the course of his search the reference
librarian should be careful to ensure that he does not over-
look any points of access to his data base, or any category

of source of material which could potentially be relevant
to the enquiry. When speed or retrieval is essential, a libra-
rian, working as part of an enquiry team should have the
ability to estimate that the cnctuiry is a difficult one and
when he has little immediate knowledge of the subject
field, should in the initial stage consult his colleagues, in

6—579 Dir of Arch/ND/81
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tf:asc any of them may be better informed. There is, there-
ore, no professional merit in unnecessarily spending time
perhaps to satisfy his own ego.

indexzzhztrl:sr bitt}:]?o srzar}clh involves use of the catalogue,

liographies or interrogation of an external
data _base, the librarian must try to formulate the subject
hcadn}g as he carries a dialogue with the enquirer. Injfof—
mulating his search strategies the librarian must also take
account of any constraints imFoscd by the user. These may

include limitations in terms .
- ; of period, lan
and time., p ’ guagc lCVCl, volume

N In concluding, it should be said that reference librarian-
ship 1s passing through an exciting phase of changes. The
ge_ed for quicker information retrieval is apparent and it is
cing met by new processes through technological innova-
tions and -methods such as computer output microfilm
(COM); . Telex systems (CEEFAX of BBC); Viewdata
systems, such as PRESTEL of British Post Office and by
the development of computer storage various international

bib]iographical data bases such as Lockh i
1 .
PENDEX, MEDLINE. BLAISE we. o D08 COM

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Harrod, L. M. The Libr ,
o L London,e ok t:;i:’mirwilofmry ... and reference books,

‘Collins, R. L. in Landau, T.—Encyclopaed. sbrarianshi
Combridye, Do, Bowcs,ql';6 6piae ia of librarianships, 3td ed.

ng%:g;,’ ?986':1 Printed reference material, London Library Associa-

.Gidwani, N, N. Guide s0 i ] i
wani, N. N. Guide 2 reference materials on Indsa. 2 vols. Jaipur

"Mukherjee, A, K. Annotated guide 10 ! ;
human sciences, Bombay, ﬂéia 1962, reference materials in she

‘n 1 Y
Jrogla\gné&Dcma Case Studies in reference work, London, Bingley,

Katz, W. A. Introduction to reference work, Vol. 2 : Reference servi-

ie957 8and reference processes. 3rd ed. New York, McGraw-Hill,

ASSAD KHAN, IN PORTUGUESE SOURCES
J. VELINRAR ’

T HIS IS AN attempt to study the personality and work
of Assad Khan in the light of select Portuguese sources.
The authors are Gaspar Correa, Joao de Barros and Diogo
do Couto, Fernao Lopez de Castanheda, Manual Faria e
Sousa, Francisco de Sousa and Sebastiao Goncalves. Natu-
rally, most of their treatment of the Adil Shahi general is in
the context of Portuguese conquests and interests. But it is
sufficient to bring out new facets of the general’s personality.

NAME

All standard works on the Adil Shah give the general’s
name as Assad Khan. Yet it appears that this was not his
real name. Sebastiao Goncalves! and Barros? call him
Zufolarino or Sufo Lari (m). Sufo is the Portuguese corrup-
tion of Yusuf, e.g. Yusuf Adil Khan is called Sufo Adil
Khan. Lari (m) has been interpreted as “a Persian of the
province of Lar” by one author.? 'The Bombay Gazetteer
citing Ferishta suggests that his name was Khushru Turk.*
Sebastiao Goncalves writes that Yusuf Larim, because of his
important role in establishing the Adil Shahi Kingdom, was
given “the title of Assad Khan, and many territories in the
Konkan”.5 So his real name was Yusuf and he was given
the title “Assad Khan”, which was the equivalent of marquis
or duke.® Barros mentions that the title was Sadat Khan
(Sadacane),” which may be a vowel-interchange of Assad
Khan., Here we may even ask what was his original name?
For there is room to conjecture that he was a convert to

Tslam. L
EARLY LIFE AND RELATIONSHIP . : .

Several authors, who treat of his eatlygdife, mentiort that
e had been a slave; and most probably a $lave of the Adil

79
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Shah® But he was a born soldier and quj
2131; of general. His sister’s daughter® qlxlrllili}i]céostg t';)uilllli
Abéi Slillah‘:) was thc'mothcr of Meale, whom Ferishta calls
A oolla '° and Whiteway names Mir Ali."" This niece says
A,outo, was a very poblc Hindu Canarese woman."? I',I(;’]CC
sslad Khan must either himself have been a Hindu taken‘ as
:Il—l s :zlvc,fan(.i freed when his sister was married into a nobic
inl?hu amily, or he was freed and given an important post
in d cY ?;sr:fy ::};Enc}(l)lstmc}clcdwas married to Yusuf Adil Shah.
, 0, had over 200 wives.!3 In ei :
g:c;vagoilla;ccé{ :<r:11 ; nob(lic I;Ilindu family, and pcrh:[;tshﬁ:: if’lsg
N a Hindu and taken into slavery. In eithe :
;};I;;tml;armczl signifies from Lar in Persia vZould sccrl:1 rractzll]S;;
femot i:\nm would need to be researched. His grand-nephew
gl s | lfntl?ingd by some authors as a brother of Ismail
S e arﬁ y one author as a brother of Ibrahim Adil
t h' _ But these alternatives will only effect his relationshi
o the individual ruler, not to the ruling family. P

METEORIC RISE

Assad Khan rose quickly to a high social positi
Eﬁica.usc of h%s. matrimonial rclationsligip and ]pg::ll;lzr;’/iiang
1s innate military talent. In a short time he was promgted
:f“tzssgc;clza;ll o£ the Adil Shahj army and was referred to
Dcccanis Han . He was appointed governor of the whole
. e was head of the captains like a bailif or
(c;:)x:rsltabhz1 ol:'cr policemen. He was the first Lord of the kine-
cor » and ad a large army of cavalry and infantry and thcrz-
received a large share of revenue, His headquarters
were at Belgaum, the entrance from the Southern qcoatstal
rfoo}rll to the 'Adil Shahi Kingdom. On the south-western
ts;1 att: hz Z?csdslz(l)clgzdf l?y go:}tlugucsc territory and it is natural
riend them.?”

status of commander-in-chief of tthJ:d:;,a;l::l}:; Cf(z)xl;cm()f th;

surely had the ear of the Adil Shahs, his relatives T
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FIRST WAR WITH THE PORTUGUESE

Assad Khan first swung into action against the Portu-
guese in 1516," when he was not yet commander-in-chief.
He descended upon Goa, with a 30,000 strong army, 4,000
of which was cavalry. On reaching the Tisvadi ferry cros-
sings, he found them guarded with men and vessels. = So . he
laid siege to the whole of Tisvadi. The crossings were speci-
ally guarded. The people of Goa underwent much priva-
tion, because provisions used to be imported from the pennin-
sulas and mainland. But reinforcements began to reach
Goa in September and the siege had to be lifted at the end

of the monsoon.

BATTLE OF RAICHUR

Somewhere between 1518 and 1522, war broke out
between Vijayanagar and Bijapur. The Vijayanagar army
suffered severe losses of over 16,000 men, but continued to
fight bravely. Towards the end of the final battle fought at
Raichur, the young Ismail Adil Shah was in his tent. Assad
khan, who was with him, advised him to remain silent
within. When defeat appeared inevitable, Assad Khan
showed him a path of escape shortly before Krishnadeva
Raya’s men came to search the tents. The Vijayanagar army

then pushed forward to Mydgal and Bijapur, but was never
able to capture Ismail Adil Shah. Krishnadeva Raya later
met Assad Khan. The latter told him the cause of his not
being able to capture Tsmail, namely that Ismail Adil Shah
had been following the expert advice of his commander
Salabad Khan. Sa%abat had by then been captured and taken

to Vijayanagar. Chafing under the failure to capture Ismail
Adil Shah, Krishnadeva Raya straightaway gave orders that
Salabat be put to death.” After this Assad Khan succeeded

as commander-in-chief of the Bijapur army and chief adviser
‘to the ruler. .
VI]AYANAGAR—-—PORTUGUESE DEAL
After the defeat of Adil Shah, the talukas on thef border:
near Goa were left abandpned. Krishnadeva Raya was rich .
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enough not to need. the revenue from them

to have al,l the horses that came to Goa. H}?:u;tll?(f zggzg
ﬁd{l Shah’s horse supply from the Middle East stopped. So
he informed Goa captain Ruy de Melo that he would donate
in perpetuity to the Portuguese the territories which lay bet-
ween Belgaum and the coast, which yielded 50 ooo-z old
pardaos annually, in return he could get the horses gthat
arrived at Goa. The captain accepted the donation of Goa
territories and said he would do everything reasonable about
the horses. He then gave charge of the new lands to his
nephew Ruy Juzarte de Melo, and stationed him at Ponda.?®
Two months later, two Adil Shahi captains, under instru'c-
tions from General Assad Khan, went out to recover the lost

I .
(tialc E::I;?:d.and fight captain Ruy de Melo, but they were

BIJAPUR—PORTUGUESE CLASHES

About three years later, around 1525, Ismail Adi

1t)cstcd Goa again. He sent a force o% 55(,300 mcr‘? 0::)1 Stlziil’cl
ongia anc! Salsette. There was a fierce battle. The Biia ur
soldiers tried to surround the badly wounded Portu:glgssc
f.roops’lt_');:t failed again. Another battle took place at Cunco-
t:)m’.r dg Portuguese won but had to retire much weakened
> :isva 1. There, many died of their wounds. So they
abandoned the .talukas around Tisvadi. An Adil Shahi cap-
tain .tl}cn established his seat at Ponda. He forbade food an[:i
provisions to be taken to Goa from the peninsulas.2t At the

back of this reconquest of
Ponda, was Assadqlgﬁan? the talukas of Salsette, Bardez and

ASSAD KHAN MOVES TO BELGAUM

In 1534 Ismail Adil Shah passed awa i
Malu after a very short reign alsg died. Azsacli‘I is(;:;c:;s:;
to put his grand-nephew Meale, who was in prison, on the
throne. But Ibrahim, Malu’s brother, had on his sidc’ money
the army captains and, above all, his grand mother Fatima.
Ibrahim ascended the throne soon after he released his uncle
Meale from prison, where he was confined by Malu, He alsa
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gave him a princess in marriage. After this he tried to effect
a reconciliation with Assad Khan. But his son (Xandivan)
and the other captains opposed it and even wanted Meale and
Assad Khan out of life’s way. Slowly Assad felt himself
unsafe at Bijapur and moved his headquarters to Belgaum.
Ibrahim, on the advice of his counsellors, invited Assad Khan
back to the court in order to receive his obeisance. But Assad
feigned extreme illness and kept on excusing himself.?

ASSAD KHAN GIVES SALSETTE AND BARDEZ TO
THE PORTUGUESE

It did not take Assad Khan very long to realize that
he was not safe even at his own headquarters Belgaum. He
strengthened his fortress with the help of renegade Portu-
guese soldiers. He also heard a rumour that Adil Shab
wanted to kill him. It was a false rumour spread by his
cnemies. But Assad was sharp to notice the straws
in the wind. He made overtures to the governor
of Goa, offering the 50,000 gold pardaos annual revenue of
Salsette and Bardez in exchange for help in Assad’s hour of
need. Moreover, he promised that if Meale was made Adil
Shah of Bijapur, the Salsette and Bardez offering would be in
perpetuity. The Governor Nuno da Cunha was delighted to
accept the bargain. He also reciprocated with gifts and other
signs of friendship. Thus the Portuguese started collecting
the revenues of Salsette and Bardez.” ,

THE FORT AT RACHOL
Since the Portuguese collected the taxes of Salsette, thely

“also asked Assad Khan permission to build a fort at Racho

On receiving his assent, Capt. D. Joao Pereira built a prison
tower there with artillery positions and store-rooms, ~ In -the
fortress stayed ‘the captain himself and 80 armed riflemen.
Assad Khan came to sec the fort for himself and was

satisfied : , | .
To strengthen himself even further, Assad Khan tried to
ingratiate himself with e king of VHayanagar. Assad’ set
out with a forée fo mieet him' at Raichur. But wheri king
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Achyuta heard that Assad was i
) as in contact with il S
.talso,d hﬁ .attackc'd. his forces, took his men pris;ncr}s\ggdb?aah
aﬁi; Ad.llssgrovmons.. Assad then fled to Bijapur for hc{)-
il Shah gave him Kudal and Salsette for his rcvcnuc.g

Now that Assad was reconci i
ciled with Adil Shah
i{lsll;:ci the Portuguc§c to demolish the Rachol foxl't andarc’tu?;
venue territories. They refused. He sent a force under

Suleiman Aga to at :
tion ended ir% a faiilui-il:(f;fs Salsette in 153435, but the expedi-

. Assad then ordered a blockade of e
ilvllstl? ag(erlcs across the Zuari. The GoaGg%a\;cricr Egig;:?zg
taxes toc?ﬁlsiuggKﬁl peninsular - farmers _from payment of
helped the Pal an. If they cultivated their lands and
tax. The v.ﬁrtugm:sc they were exempted from paying any
even made tilages th“'s bccgmc strong and their inKabitants
Finally f. Olccasmnal incursions into Assad Khan’s territor

y for lack of advantage and because of scarcity gf

provisions the governor :
ordered his troops b Tisvadi

. ack t
but the war continued on the river front,gv o Tisvadi,

were I?llclgzégd sklrmlshcs continued. The Adil Shahi troops
e by e i\cvcral times by the Portuguese. But undaunri—
A Hcc ssad Khan resolved to direct the attack in
person. . Ract}:::)t;i; to Salsette and pitched his camp 1.5 miles
od aens, Rache l:>rt. _He ordered a palisade to be construct-
St ocross the | dzlac (;34 river, from bank to bank and a bastion
o umroan iy ‘il' oor to defend it. The Portuguese tried
etom pla isade, fought bravely and won a pyrrhic
capturéd X Zy ost more than 250 men. Of these 34 were
capuared 270 c;sad Khan’s forces.” But they were released and
fahed 0 do?( with the request that Rachol fort be demo-
Bshe r.azed ta | han promised, moreover, that if the fort
pe ncaroG e ground, he would give the revenue of some
wlukas nea G(:)a to the Portuguese to make up for the loss
of the fort. C vernor Nuno accepted the compromise and
rt blown up. Thereafter there was a truce.®

ASSAD KHAN IN PORTUGUESE SOURCES 85

About 1535, Assad Khan asked Vijayanagar for help
to put Meale on the throne in exchange for acknowledging
its suzerainty. The king sent a huge force of 12,000 cavalry
and 30,000 infantry and caused destruction in the Adil
Shahi kingdom. The young Ibrahim wanted to wage war
against Assad, but his “mother” counselled patience, because
Assad was very strong. He and his mother then assured
Assad that his seniority would be respected. So Assad sent
back the Vijayanagar forces and thus lost his only opportunity
of placing his grand-nephew on the Bijapur throne.”

In 1536 Assad Kbhan resolved to conquer the peninsulas
around Goa. He first marched on Miraj. Capt. Mohamad
Barin had not collected the taxes, because he had received
orders from Adil Shah not to do so. Assad showed his dis-
pleasure at this by knocking down a portion of the town
wall. The captain immediately informed Bijapur about it
and a large force was sent to his rescue. Assad withdrew
to a place between Miraj and Belgaum, and pledged his
fidelity to the Bijapur throne. The Shah then told him to
reconquer the Goa peninsulas. But Assad counter-suggested
that it was more important to first defend Berar unitedly
against the Moghuls. Adil Shah agreed to this and the march

on Goa was postponed.

On May 17th, 1536, Assad Khan finally reached Ponda
at the head of an army.*® He then sent a letter to the Portu-
guese governor asking that the revenues collected in Salsette
“nd Bardez be handed over to him. The governor said that
he would reply only after receiving Adil Shah’s answer to his
own letter. Assad was dissatisfied and sent a force to re-
capture Salsette. Salsette at this time had been deserted by
the local people. The monsoon had been long, the crops
washed away by heavy rains and the countryside ravaged
by epidemics. Assad Khan made sorties by land ‘and.river
haphazardly and remissly. Adil Shah came to realize that
Assad was leading a comfortable life at Ponda, rather than
giving the enemy a stiff fi ht. He regretted that “Assad

‘Khan's beared was not reddened with Portuguese blood”.
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He asked him to suspend the Goa campai
n and pre t
::rgtrcth oxc11 lGolconda.k l(Biut Assad rcpliidgthat tt?cr gi;;cvo
ort and honour risked on Goa tll th at
he could not abandon the campafligrll.31 e was 50 great thic

Meanwhile, the Portuguese governor had le

Assad Khan didn’t care for the ghah’s instructiox?sr.ne%oth}f;
sent a fleet to ravage Banda in Assad’s territories. Assad
ordered an artillery post on the Rachol river so that the pas-
sage to Rachol was obstructed. Each tried to outwit I)thc:
other and the war dragged on.?

* During these years Meale had i i
. : gone into exile. He had
tried %o _lgo.to Mecca in April 1541, but was slhipwrickid
Si?rd eila in Abyssinia. After being robbed there, he de-
ed to return. At the beginning og August he set out for

Surat and Ahmedabad. Assad knew Meale would not be-

safe there. He requested the Port
uguese governor to h
Meale escorted to Goa. The governor didgobligc,rbtft laat:‘

also informed Adil Shah, who was not happey at the run of

events,®

Wh i
en the new governor, D. Martin Affonso de Souza, .

reached Goa in May 1542, both Assad Kha i
_ \ , n and Ibrahim
ﬁiﬂds?ah s;nt him envoys to strike a new deal : the former
B“c or the protection of and help to place Meale on the
ljapur throne in exchange for 40,000 gold pardaos, a
Ip(rortlnkxsc of 10,000 more later, the handing of the wh,olc
C: tazim xéglop and the peninsulas around Goa and gifts for
talgk in Garcia; the latter promised Salsette and Bardez
: alsl, which yielded 60,000 pardaos (=500 ducats)
o?ri;xa y Snd many other gifts in return for the handing over
of retender Meale. The Governor did not know whom to
e dlcvedand which to Fhoosc. He left Meale at liberty, but
3‘1" creba guard on him. He replied to Adil Shah that it
: a;s a reach of trust to hand over Meale, but in return for
alsette and Bardez he would send Meale to such a distant

place that Adil Shah would have no cause to fear him. At
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the same time the governor also agreed to help Assad Khan.
instal Meale as king at Bijapur.®* :

The plan was to send Meale to Bcldgaum and finally
install him on the Bijapur throne. But A il Shah got wind

of these plans. He sent a force of 15,000 cavalry towards

Belgaum and defeated some of the conspiracy troops. ‘Assad

Khan realized full well what the defeat portented. Before

his death he left Meale heir to his wealth in Cananore. Then

he invited Adil Shah to Belgaum. A few days later he fell
ill of fever and passed away in the year 1544 at the age of.
go. Soon after, Ibrahim Adil Shah swooped dowp, captured

Belgaum and re-incorporated it into his kingdom.*

Though Assad Khan was dead and Belgaum re-
incorporated, he remained the protector of Belgaum, and his
memory was cherished by its people. Even in the last cen-
tury ic. about 300 years later, the towns people still

“Worshippcd” him there.*®
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INDIA
National Archives of India

DURING THE PERIOD under report, accessions com--
prised :
(1) Public Records : 436 files of Ministry of Education
pertaining to the period 1935-55.

2) Private Papers : (a) 372 additional items of private

® papers froﬁl Genl. (retd.) K. M. Cariappa, (b) 20-
issues of Urdu newspapers Jhung Siyal, Baidari,
Hindu, Rajput Gazette, Akash and Sanatan Dha-
ram Pracharak from Shri Kulbir Singh, (c) 8 pho-
tographs of revolutionaries from Comrade Ram
Chandra ; (d) Six folders and one envelope con-
taining different denominations of Bank /Currency
notes received through the President’s Secretariat.

(3) Microfilms : Under the Exchange Programme 30
rolls of Factory Records (Dinajpur, 1774-78, Fort:
St. George, 1655-1700) were reccived from India

Office Library and Records, London, and 12 rolls
of records of Indian interest from Federal Republic

of Germany.

The Record Management Division completed the ap-
praisal of 46,157 files of various Ministries/ Departments, viz.
Commerce, External Affairs, Finance, Home Affairs and
Health, erstwhile Departments of Industry and Labour, Food,
Western India States Agency, Office of the Counsellor of
Rajasthan, Jaipur, Political Agencies in Gujarat. Labour In-
vestigation Comumittee, Railway Board and Director General,
Civil Aviation. A total of 27,134 files were recommended-

for retention.
89
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cordssptgcdg,li ::;:or:ls] :m‘;ia drafft retention schedules of the re-
o the office of Controller of Def
ull : ence Accounts
.21;;;, i\{&;:cﬁ;r% (;f 1I{nfformanon & Broadcasting (Main Sccrci
s C eterence Division, P Inf i
reau, Publication Division, § d, rama Division -
Monopales —orn, Division, ong and Drama Division) and
: rictive Trade Practices C issi
frogopgies and ctices Commission were
warded to the respective offi i
spot-study of records of C P e eamhile
( tral Water C issi
P s of Central Water Commission, and
wilriclgt(t)ﬁit: gtf A(ledlo-Vlsual Publicity, made good pr’ogrcss
pot-study of the records of the Directorate of Print-

ing and Government i i
i was completcg_ of India Press, Minto Road and Maya-

The 8th Report of the Director of Archives on the Im-

plementation of Archival P 1i )
olic ,
press for printing. y Resolution was sent to the

rcndcﬁ%wtcc Bn various aspects of Record Management was
render SCCot cpartment of Atomic Energy, Bombay, Insti-
retariat Training and Management, Chief Pay and

Accounts Office, Delhi s
, Delh i
Commission. 1 Administration and Central Water

Items of Ref :
[ ere . :
were : nce media completed during the period

(1)  Paublic Records - (2) Descriptive Listi
ords : ptive Listing of Baghel-
k}l:alxlli Political Agency (1921-32) 541g files: gBa'
%]c- and Aﬁcncy (Vernacular, "1843-1910) 838
es; Babhelkhand Agency (Rewa-Ver, 1858-99)
107 files ; Bhopawar Po%itical Agency (1885-1920)
293 files, Bundelkhand Political Agency (1895

1937) 2,905 files ; Bundelkhand Agency (Verna-

cular 1805-1949) 2
IS ,336 files ; Bundelkhand
l‘:&hgcn;y (Judicial 1914-47) 376 files and Bundel-
. anl Agency (aneral, 1904-1g06) 987 files
completed ; (b) Persian ‘Records : Descriptive List-
lng8 of 802 letters of Persian Corréspondence
(1827-28) ; Descriptive docketing of 3,780 docu-
- ments of Inayat Jang Collection ;
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(2) Private Papers : Subject listing of 2,224 items of
private papers of Dadabhai Naoroji, Rajendra Pra-
sad, K. M. Cariappa.

(3) Guide to Records in National Archives of India :
Work on the preparation of Parts VI and VII of
Guide to Records in National Archives of India
was continued and abstract lists of the following
major items were prepared : Finance Department,
P.W.D. ; Finance & Commerce Department. In
addition, write-ups of a number of series were

prepared.
As usual research facilities were accorded to research

scholars and a total of 53 queries on different copies were

attended to. Noteworthy among them were ones relating to
Jullunder Conspiracy Case 1930, British presence in Tibet
and letters of Rani Laxmibai.

Publications :

: Publications brought out during the eriod were the
Indian Archives, Volume XXIX, No. II an Volume XXX,
No. 1, Annual Report of National Archives of India, 1980.
Fort William———Intfia House Correspondence, Volume VIII

has been printed and is expected to be received from the Press
shortly.
Compilation of material for the ‘Towards Freedom’

Project was continued and 7,028 pages of material were
typed. The major series of records covered during the period

‘were Linlithgow collection, Manijmr State Records, records
in the Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar State Ar-
chives, Jayakar Papers, Rajendra Prasad Collection and L.N.A.

Series, Ministry of Defence.

‘School of Archival Studies :

The School of Archival Studies continued td ruf its
various courses during the period. The results of the One-
Year Diploma Course in Archival Studies, 1980-81, were
finalised and 17 candidates were declared successful. The
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(1198¥—82 }slcssion. also commenced. Other courses completed
Curmg the period were : Short Term Course in Care and
Tonser(\:'atlon pf Books, Manuscripts and Archives, Short
Scix;riingursz 1{{ Rc.cordf l\l/{Ianagcmcnt, Short Term Course in
and Repair of Records a '
Reprogroptn nd Short Term Course in

Repair and Reprography :

Technical services and assistance of the i
lgespe;:t of repair and reprography were pr};vicﬁilpi;n:er?fux
ﬁ?r of Departments. A total of 1,26,474 exposures of micro-
ilms and 9:489 xerox copies were prepared. On the repair
side tht.: Ima]f)r tasks achieved were : Pagination (1,46 571
Fazg8cs‘), : amination (9,773 sheets + 54 farmans) ; i)inéling
05f 8 olumes and 310 books). Among those who availed
o dcsc scrvices were : India Office Library and Records
Lpbn on, Bahljam State Archives, Bahrain, Delhi Universit’

1brary, Delhi State Archives, Ministry of Education etc. ¢

Public Relations :

signifgz};}rllltbltl?ns” seminars and lectures continued to play a
role in the Departments’ efforts to bring archives

cl
w:;gr: to the people. The lectures held during the period

(a) The Sources of Indian Traditi
. radition by Prof. A. Em-
bree of Columbia University on I6yIulr;r) IglAéI.E i

(b) Maulana Mohammad AJ;
oy . 1 anc.l thf: _Congress by
! go}ulg'h:;lgnlr.ul Hasan of Jamia Millia Islamia on

(¢) Symbolical Significance of D ' . .
Tradition by Dr. R Ea(t)on Oagtar (Turban) in Suli

. . A ;
USA., on 1 9 August 2081, rizona University,

(d) Archives and Libraries '
1es—two  different worlds
by Mr. B. C. Bloomfield, Director, India Office:

i.;l;rrary, and Records, Lomdon, on 2 November
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(¢) Indian Image in Persian Poetry by Dr. P. Sprach-
man of Regeastein Library, Chicago, on 28 Dec-

ember 1981.

Exhibitions organised during the period were (a) ‘Pros-
cribed Poems and Posters’ from 1524 August 1981 and (b)
‘Our Archives and Our Neighbours’ from 13-17 October 1981
to coincide with the international seminar on ‘Disposition of

Government Records’.

International Seminar :

An international Seminar on Disposition of Government
Records was held in New Delhi between 13-16 October 1981
under the joint auspices of the National Archives of India
and International Council on Archives. The seminar was
inaugurated by the Union Minister of Information and Broad-
casting, Shri Vasant Sathe. Delegates from India, Malaysia,
Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka participated in the seminar.
India was represented by Prof. S. A. I. Tirmizi who also act-
ed as Local Expert. The International Council on Archives
was represented by Dr. Charles Kecskemeti, its Executive
Secretary. A Handbook on ‘Disposition of Government Re-
cords’ by Dr. T. A. Wadlow of U.S.A. was the subject of the

seminar.

Archives Week :

The National Archives of India observed Archives Week
during 13-19 November 1981. As part of the celebrations,
an exhibition ‘Nehru and Socialism’—a documentary display
was organised from 14-21 November 1981 to commemorate
his g2nd birth anniversary. An ‘Open House’ was observed
and visitors were taken on a guided tour of the Department.
‘A Handbook for Record Managers’ was released on the
occasion. On 13 November. a panel discussion on ‘Ihforma-
tion-a vital national resource’ was held under the joint auspices
of the National Archives of India and the Indian Library
Association. 'The panelists were Prof. B. B. Mangla, Dr. B.

7—579—Dir of Arch/ND/81
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Guha, Prof. M. Dayal, Shri S. K. Jha, and Dr. N. H. Kul-
kan?ec, Prof. S. A. 1. Tirmizi, Director, National Archives of
India acted as moderator.

_ Dl‘stinguishcd visitors to the Department during the
pcr%od included the Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi,
Ux'non Home Minister Giani Zail Singh, Shri S. P. Gangooli
Director, Films Division, Bombay, and Mr. U Tuanin,
Counscllor. Burmese Embassy. ’

International Relations :

. The De.par.tment continued to be associated with inter-
’I].I‘Z'.ttIOI.la‘l qulcs in various fields of archives. Prof. S. A. L
irmizi, Director of Archives, attended the XX International

Round Table on Archives held at Oslo from 3-7 September -

1981 and ic meeting of the International Council on Archi-
ves Executive Committee from 8-12 September at The Hague.
H'_: also attended t.hc meeting of Regional Co-ordinating Con-
g;;:)cc bof (tihe.Guxde to the Sources of Asian History at
Chaixrnmo téru}:g 6-9 October 1981. He has been elected
c 1an of the UNESCO Asian Regional Co-ordination
“ommittee for 1981-84. Shri P. K. Ghosh, Archivist, Na-
tional Archives of India, attended the Trai;ﬁng Cour’sc in
Rccorfi Management from s5-3r October 1981 at Ottawa
orgamsc.d by the Public Archives of Canada. Shri Y. K.
K.a'thpaha, Scientific Officer, National Archives of India,
v1sxt§d kaq from 22nd November to 5th December 1981 on
thc Invitation of ICCROM to deliver lectures on ‘Deteriora-
tion of Paper and Preventive Conservation’ at the Regional
antrc for Conservation of Cultural Property in Arab States
in Baghdad. Dr. T. R. Sareen, Assistant Director of Archi-
ves, who was on assignment under the Commonwealth Fund
for Technical Co-operation as expert on record management

‘The Committee appointed Prof. S.A.l. Tirmizi,

‘the material

‘National Archives of I

-volume, four letters, eight papers,

were acccptcd on the

*
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with the Kenyan National Archives, returned to his duties
after serving there for one and a half year (March 1980 to

September 1981).

Cultural Exchange :

Two Soviet archivists, Mr. K.A.K. Kakharovitch,
Head, Chief Archives Department, Soviet Council of
Ministers of Tazhkistan and Mr. K.A. Pavlovitch, Director
All Union Scientific Research Institute of Documentary and
Archival Affairs, visited the Department from 5-18 Novem-
ber 1981 under the Indo-Soviet Cultural Exchange Pro-
gramme. During their stay in India, they also visited the

‘State Archives of West Bengal, Calcutta.

‘Committees and Conferences :

The 5th meeting of the National Guide Committee was

held on 2 December 1981 at the National Archives of India.

Vice-

Chairman, to function as Honorary Project Director. The

Committee also approved the mode of recruitment of staff

and discussed allied matters relating to the project. The

Guide cell will start functioning in the National Archives of

India in as much as the first phase of the project will cover
available in the National Archives of India.

The Historical Documents Purchase Committce of
ndia held its 34th meeting on 1 Decem-
The Committee recommended the purchase of 86
one Nishan of Prince Myhammad
book. The acquisition of one
one hundred and thirteen .

xerox copies, three photocopies and 6 folders of eminent

Indians made by National Archives of India by way of gift
recommendation of the Committee.

f the Publication Committee of ‘the

The first meeting 0 . .
Inayat Jang Collection was held at the National Archives of
India on 26 December 1981 under the Chairmanship  of

Prof. S. Nurul Hasan. It was agreed at the mecting that in

ber 1981.
documents, 10 é)apcrs,
Azam Shah and one rare
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the first instance the documents of the rei ¢

may be calendared in five volumes, each vo%:mzf; ﬁ):;‘;)rrl?sf;b
about threc thousand documents. The Committee rccomg—-
mended the following names for editors in their personal
capacity. Prof. S. Nurul Hasan, Prof. J. S. Grewal, Prof.
?t (v?;ai\/hsra, Prof. 1Satish Cl(;andra and Prof. S. A. I. T,irmizi.

unanimously agreed tha i i

should be the GanralgEditor oE :}1:12 Ilzrlf);gi(t).r of  Archives

Dr. T. R. Sareen, Assistant Director of Archives, attend-
ed the second meeting of the committee for Sur’vcy of
Historical Records, Government of Karnataka, at Bangalore
on 14 December 1981. Among the significant resolutions
adogtcd at the meeting were (1) Establishment of inter-
mediary record centres at Division levels, (i) acquisition of
private papers from freedom fighters, (iii) translation of
Modi, Mara.thl and Persian documents and (iv) suitable
accommodation for the State Archives Department. Dr.
Sareen also suggested the formation of the Archival Council
and the Document Purchase Committee since the Regional
Rccordg Survey Committee is not competent to take decision
on the issues discussed in these meetings. The Regional Re-
cords Survey Committee should confine to the discussion of
the functions allotted to it by the Constitution. Dr. Sareen
expressed the same sentiments when he attended the
Regional Records Survey Committee meeting of the Delhi
State Archives on 20 October, 1981.

News from States

Assam

_ During the period January-June 1981, the Assam Secre-
tariat Record Office completed appraisal of 1728 files; of
these 83 were recommended for permanent retention. In
addition, descriptive lists of 485 ﬁttcrs of pre-1874 period
were completed. The Repair Section carried out chiffoning
of 1247 sheets; binding of 66 volumes and gazettes and
minor repair of 539 documents. .

‘books and periodicals.
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Biuar

A sum of Rs. 33 lakhs was sanctioned by the Bihar
State Government during the period January-June 1981 for
the construction of a functional Archives building. Mean-
while, the State Archives accessioned g17 files of the Labour
and Employment Department, 494 copies of India Gazette
and 519 copies of Bihar Gazette. The reference Library
acquired 263 books besides journals and periodicals. Over
10,000 records belonging to the Gram Panchayat Department
and at the Sub-divisional Record Room at Deoghar were
-appraised. The Repair Section completed the binding of
154 files, hand lamination of 200 sheets, full pasting of
6,840 pages and stitching of 249 documents.

Mr. Fredrick Marsh, head of the Conservation Depart--
ment of the India Office Library and Records, London,
visited the State Archives and participated in a seminar of
Conservation Problems, held under the auspices of the Bihar
Research Society and the British Council.

Goa

December, the State Archives
»3 files from Mapuca Court;
200 volumes from Collectorate; 12 files from Bardej Court
and 16 files from Quepem Court. The L_ibrary acquired 152
On the publication side, English

summaries of the in extenso series ‘Assentos do Conselho de

a’ Vol. T Part II were prepared. Seventeen frames of
xfszfgglms received from Natilc)mal-)l Archives of Lisobn “Torre
de Tombo’ were transcribed. The preservation section com-
pleted binding of 335 volumes, stitching of 2,820 volumes,

fumigation of 820 volumes and

. 8, folios,
flattening of 2 3I£9 A xerox machine has rcccnt]y been

guardin of 2997 01;11(1): needs of the scholars. The Depart-

. to cater to
nstalled to ¢ hives Week’ from 13-19 November 1981

' d ‘Arc .
gcgitgglljisgcli:cthe importance of Archives among the public.

During the period July-
acquired the following : 3,
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GujaraT

During the period January-December > St
If)\rhchlvcs gomplctcd the apprais};l of 13,70298If211etik0f St:ltg
réncelf:lyl §tate records.  Preparation of descriptive lists of
?C’; 34 files and 2,944 mss. was completed and a brochure
ujarat State Archives’ was sent for printing. The Preser-
vation Section é)crforrr.lcd'thc following main tasks : Stitch-
;ng — (2,880 files); binding — (2,013 books and registers);
umigation (2,890 files and 1,916 books); guarding — (2,61 ’
sheets) and minor repair — (4,313 documents). ° o

To streamline the administration of records in the State,.

the Government of Guj i '
folution in Ao I9811'.1]:=lrat passed the Archival Policy Re-

The Department observed ‘Archives '
- 0DS Week’ from 13-1
g::tvccmber 1981 to highlight archives consciousness, in 3thg

Harvana

During the period January-D
] ‘ y-December 1981, the Stat
Archives acquired 5,823 old and rare booksgfrom govcilnfi
;nt;:i)t El%ll}cr Secondary School, Karnal, and Maharashtra
; ¢ Archives, Bombay, and 136 old Gazettes (1948-79)
rom Director, Elections, Haryana.

In the private papers unit the De

- artment ded

g‘fm}e&cc of 18 freedom fighters and colFectcd 56 l:icgf:{qt;
-N.A. personnel. The Department also participated in

2 number of exhibitions at New Delhi, Chandigarh, Kuru--

kshetra and Rohtak.

The preservation unit compl i ]
N prese pleted the following major
1task:e. fumigation (1,400 books); binding (130 boolksri; ha'nd
am.matlpn (731 pages); and general repair (500 papers).
' KEeraLa
During the period January-June 1981, three Asstt.

Archivists of the Kerala State Archives visited various:

Government Offices in the State and appraised about 20,000
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files. The State Archives also acquired records relating to
Kerala history from the Goa Archives at an estimated cost

of Rs. 200.

The State Archives participated in the all India exhibi-
tion conducted by Shri V. K. Krishnamenon Memorial
Government Women’s College, Vikasana Samithi and
secured a gold medal for the most informative pavilion.

WesT BENGAL

Dr. H. N. Chakravorty took over as Director of the
State Archives in January 1981. Durinf the period January-
June 1981, State Archives accessioned 2,191  proceedings
volumes from the Home (Police) Department covcrin§ the

cars 1975, 1977 and 1979; 507 copies of the Calcutta
yGazcttc ar71d 448 files of confidential records from the Home

(Pol.) Department. Descriptive lists of the last mentioned
files were also prepared. The Preservation Section performed
the following main tasks: mending (115 volumes); fumiga-
tion (226 files); binding (46 volumes).

The State Archives observed ‘Archives Week’ during
13-19 April 1981 which was inaugurated by the Chicf
Minister of West Bengal, Shri {Koti Basu. Mr. T. S. Marsh
and Mr. J. M. Sims, both of the India Office Library and
Records, London, visited the State Archives during February

and March 1981 respectively.

Xavier CENTRE OF HisTORICAL RESEARCH

The Indian Council of Historical Rescarch held a
seminar on ‘Western India with reference to the sea’ from
25-27 February 1981, under the auspices of the Xavier
Centre of Historical Research. Dr. T. R. De Souza, Director
of the Centre, was also the co-ordinator of the Seminar which
was co-sponsored by the Maritime History Society of Bombay.

Thirty four papers were presented at the seminar.
These covered wide ranging issues relating to the theme such
as socio-economic conditions, ship-building, trade, economic
relations etc. Among the eminent scholars who guided the
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proceedings were Dr. A. R. Kulkarnee, Dr. S. C. Misra

Dr. P. M. Joshi ikshi
rcia-Afonso{os 1, Prof. G. S. Dikshit and Rev. Fr. John Cor-

INTERNATIONAL

International Council on Archive
s (ICA
ICA Bureau Meeting =

The International Council on Archives Bureau meetin

was held between Apri] 1. .
(Parliament), SWitZCI‘]gI;d_I 3> 1981 in the Federal Palace

The Bureau accepted the application for membership of

{{):ru&ailct:lo%al agchival administrations (Brunei; Dominican
arcrl)livists’ (lei:ngg ar;c_i Iga'tar)', one national association of
> C1ght institutions and nine indivi

members. The Bureau i e s booki
also decided to prod i

order to stimulate applicati iy ket in

I to s plications for membershi i
° wla . especially b
rchival institutions and professionals, with ap\:icw? to enysur);

a wider circulation of ICA’ feath ol
sional community, * publications within the profes-

International Archival Development Fund

() Projects financed from 1 ]
_ A anuary— :
i_:gzl&a?e of E;500 off-prints of the cntryy on3 oa{?ﬁiiczgsf:ub:
n 1980 by the American Library Association in the

ALA World E . ;
services. rid Encyclopaedia  of Library and Information

(b) Donation received - A donation of US dollars 500

(4000 ru .
fgr 1981.Pc ¢s) was received from the Government of India

Contracts with UNESCO for 1981-82

International Council on Archives has concluded 4

confracte with i ;
rojeas :w1 UNESCO for implementation of the following

(a) Study of obstacles
i bstacles to and transfer and u infor-
mation contained in archives, se of infor:

J2T S aMmMNE

AENYC R e
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(b) Two model guides on archival sources of scientific
and technological information, one in a developed
country and one in a developing country.

(c) Part II of the Guide to the Archives of Inter-
national organisations : Archives and Papers of
former officials in National and other Repositories.

(d) Guidelines for the conduct of record surveys and
preparation of records schedules.

(e) Guidelines for the preparation of general Guides to
the holdings of National Archival repositories.

(f) Guidelines for the selection for permanent preser-
vation of motion pictures and related materials.

(g) Guidelines for the appraisal of machine-readable
records and related materials.

(h) Guidelines for archival and record management
lc§islation, including proposals for subject area
where regulations may be needed.

(i) Guidelines for the creation and development of
archival and records -management services and
systems within UN agencies.

(j) Outline of a reader for use in teaching modern
archives record management.

(k) Survey of existing audio-visual materials available
for use in the teaching of archives administration
and records management.

() Curriculum on records manageme
ministration of modern archives

(m) Training course on archive
participants from the pacific

The meeting of the Publications
.on g-10 February 1981 at Fountainbl
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The Commission reviewed th

Th e progr i
gubllc§tlon Programme of the ICA. %hg f(jlslovr?iiic plllrll)litc}:ﬁ
ions have been or were expected to be released shortly :

(@) Arrangement and Descriptio :
n of .
handbook compiled by Mr_pA_ M.()To;r\lzcr}?lvcs a

(i) Handbook 1
N K/(I)acle;):; Record Centre Operations by

(iif) Educational use of Archives by Mr. B. Trainor;

(iv) Glossary of archival terminology.

Microfilm Committee

The microfilm committee met from September 10-13,

1980, at Dublin.

The Committee discussed the reports m
. ( ade by Mr. G.
!\)VCl;III or} hés study on the l_cgal validity of microfo}xl'msragi
fzndi Ix; » orsa on his feasibility study of the international
fun ng of microfilming. ' The committee also agreed to
mit to the ICA General Assembly, a recommendation

urging the member instituti '
, tions to reduce thei
charges ‘as much as possible. i mucrohl

Round Table Meeting on Audio-Visual Records

IXth I:I?xltl;v;:tli%n%démmary discussion held in London at the
five organisations i OngIress on Archives, representatives of
Archives (IASA); Hon, rnational Association of Sound
Archives (FIAF); Intern International Federation of Film
ciations and Tncd nternational Federation of Library Asso-
tion of T Institutions (IFLA) and International Federa-
" r:_iloI 8clcv1¥%n Archives (FIAT), met at Brussels on 67
cogpera?io;‘on tc dmCthmg examined the possible schemes of
ting audio-visu i“ y of {hc links between institution collec-
N al material, selection for permanent preserva-
nica’l Studic% orlg, Stzr_agc and management of holdings, tech-
audio-visual rgcgsgs w;lm;n edia; textual material relating 1o
purposes. access to archives for research
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Section of Archivists of International organisations

The seventh session was held in Rome between 9-11
March 1981 at the FAO headquarters. ~

The meeting discussed at length the problem of classi-
fication and declassification mainly from the United Nations
point of view. It urged the harmonisation and standardiza-
tion concerning archival rules for classification and declassi-
fication of records of international organizations. The meet-
ing also exchanged views on standardization of archival
arrangement and finding aid programmes, archives and
computer generated records and collaboration with
UNESCO.

The meeting expressed its condolence over the demise’
of Mr. Yves Perotin, a leading French archivist, who was
one of the key figures of the section.

Commission for Archival Development (CAD)

At its general meeting held in London on September-
19, 1980, the ICA approved the restructuration of the
Committee on Archival Development into a Commission,
which would be chaired by a Vice-President of ICA from
a developing country. Mrs. Seomartini, Director, Arsip:
National Republic Indonesia, . was named Chairwoman for-
1980-84 and Mr. E. V. Laar of the Netherlands Archives:

was made Secretary. o
| " International Roundup
Arap Lzacue EpucatioNar, ScienTiFic AND CULTURAL
Orcanization (ALECSO)

The Arab League Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ALESCO) is a specialized organization of the
Arab League which was established in Cairo in August 1970.

The Department of Documentation and Inférmation
(DDI) is one of the five departments attached .to ALECSO
headquarters, and its main objectives are : o

To develop infrastructures of documents and informa-

tion centres in the Arab countries. "
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To provide bibliographical services, using developed
techniques and new technology.

To promote the capabilities of librarians, documentalists
and archivists through library training courses,
conferences, seminars and symposia, etc.

To collcgt basic. information on the Arab countries,
particularly in the specialized subjects of ALECSO,
and to make this information known world-wide.

In its projects for 1980-81, the DDI has included the
following :

(@) Arabic list of subject headings : On the invitation
of DDI, Arab specialists held a meeting trom 5 to
10 April 1980 at the Library of the University of
]ordfm, _whcrc the principal rules that should be
applied in compiling an Arabic list of subject head-
ings were laid down. '

(b) Class{'ﬁcatio.n scheme : The DDI will provide an
Arabic version of the eleventh 'atbridgcdp edition of
the Dewey Decimal Classification, with modest and
filffercnt ocal modifications to accommodate sub-
jects of local interest, particularly Islam, Arabic
langtiage and literature.

(0) Descriptive cataloguing : Under this programme
the International Standard Bibliographic Descri
tions for monographs, ISBD(M) and for scrial‘::
ISBD(S), published by IFLA, will be translated
into Arabic.

. Canapa
Consultative Group on Canadian Archives : The Con-
sultative Group on Canadian Archives appointed in 1978,
with a broad mandate to report on the state of the archival
system has submitted a detailed report for the benefit of
‘government institutions, associations and individuals.

NEWS NOTES 105

Mavraysia

Seminar on Record Retirement and Appraisal : The
National Archives of Malaysia sponsored a two-week seminar
on records retirement and appraisal, June 30—July 12, 1980,
under the chairmanship of Mr. Morris Rieger.

Oral History Workshop : The National Archives and
Malaysian Oral History Committee organised a two-day

workshop on oral history during 2-3 September 1980. Par-
ants included oral historians and professionals from

tici
Mafaysia and surrounding south-east Asian countries.

MExico

The 4th national meeting of administrative and histori-
cal records of States and municipalities, was held at Guana-
juato from October 8 to 10, 1980. About twenty papers were
presented at the meeting, which covered a wide field of
interest; improvement in state archival systems, introduction
to microfilm, basic principles of conservation, arrangement
of documents etc. Among the several recommendations
made were : agreements be concluded with owners of
private documents; suitable buildings be used for archives;
appropriate research rules be formulated; regional pro-
gramme of training of personnel be promoted and repre-
sentations be made to the states on the importance of the
national archival system and of the integration of legislative,.

cxecutive, judicial and agencies records.
PoLanp

Joint French-Polish Archival Exhibition : Poland and
France have agreed to mount a joint documentary exhibition
illustrating French-Polish relations from 1500 to I94s. The
exhibition will open in Paris in January 1982 and will be
displayed in Warsaw later. .,

U.K. ‘

Award for innovative conservation :' Archival Aids,

Ademco Ltd., has announced an annual cash award for
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?;l]g‘llréa}l ideas/innovations in paper or book conservation,
mlg training methods. At present the award will be
open only to conservators in the United Kingdom

UNESCO

Second World Symposium on International Documentation

The second world symposium on internatio -
mentation was held during go-zz June 1980 tilnnalBrlijscs)gll;’
Palq1s es congress. It was organised by the United Nations
Institute for Training and Rescarch (UNITAR) and the
Association of International Libraries (AIL) under the
auspices of the ICA, International Federation for Docu-
mentation (FID); International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA), Union of International
Associations (UIA) and UNESCO and with the support of
the Commission of the European Communities. The sympo-
sium considered the recommendations of the First Sympo-
sium held in Geneva in 1972 and examined the numerous

and complex Eroblcms of international information with a

view to contributing to the universal Bibliographic control
(UBC) of international documents. B

GENEALOGICAL Society oF UTaH

The second world conference on records sponsored
by the Genealogical Society of Utah was held between 12-15
August 1980 at Salt Lake City, Utah. More than 8,000
scholars from 30 countries attended the conference whose
theme was ‘Preserving our heritage’. Various areas of family
history and genealogy were examined and discussed at the

conference. The papers presented at the conference have.

been published in twelve volumes.

SWARBICA

: The 6th Meeting of the Executive Board of SWARBICA

was held on 13-14 October 1981 at New Delhi, under the
Chairmanship of Mr. A. Dewaraja. Mr. Charles Kecskemeti,
Executive Sccretary of LC.A., attended the meeting as an

. observer.
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Among other things, the meeting discussed the Medium

Term Plan of SWARBICA for 1983-84. Mr. Kecskemeti

wanted the SWARBICA Board to assign priorities of its own
for the plan as a whole, select items which can be taken up

by SWARBICA, again in order of priority, and formulate
them into Concrete proposals for onward transmission to the
ICA Secretariat,

The Board also decided upon a fresh panel of names
for the new office bearers of SWARBICA.
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Secret Correspondence of Tipu Sultan by Kabir Kausar, New
Delhi, 1980.

THE SECRET CORRESPONDENCE of Tipu Sultan has
been collected by Mr. Kabir Kausar from works recently
published and from those out of print and not easily avail-
able. It is, therefore, not a work of research but a hack-
work to the compiling of which he has devoted a great
deal of time and energy. It is useful for assessing Tipu’s
aims and ambitions and for understanding the history of
the last two decades of the eighteenth century, which wit-
nessed the disintegration of the Maratha conéderacy, the
decline of the Nizam and the eclipse of the Mysorean power,
thcrelgr paving the way for the establishment of British rule
in India. The biographical notes and the glossary at the
end of the book has added to its usefulness.

In spite of these merits, the work suffers from serious
deficiencies. The language of the Preface and Introduction
is unidiomatic and full of grammatical mistakes and tends
to be pompous and rhetorical. The bibliography is both
defective and incomplete, for it fails to mention the latest
editions of Tipu’s biographies and is content to refer to the
first editions; nor does it include some of the latest publica-
tions like Mrs. M. Archer’s Tipoo’s Tiger (London 1959),
Elizabeth Longford’s The Years of the Sword (London
1969) and Denys Forrest’s Tiger of Mysore, the best work
on Tipu Sultan written by an Englishman. Moreover, for
his evaluation of Tipu's character and achievements,
Mr. Kausar has not relied on the standard biographies
based on original sources; instead, he has relied for his con-
clusions 6n Bhagwan S. Gidwani’s The Sword of Tips
Sultan, which is a historical romance and not a work o
history. Scot’s Kennilworth, Balzac’s Chouans and Tolstoy’s

108
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War and Peace are excellent historical novels, but since they
are not works of history, they are never quoted by scholars,
though they give a very realistic picture of the age about
which they were written.

In the brief account of Tipu’s career given in the Intro-
duction, Mr. Kausar’s approach is unscientific. He eulogises
Tipu for his qualities but does not criticise him for his
faults—his lack of diplomatic skill, his unforesightedness
and his suspicious and irritable nature. Mr. Kausar never
attempts to analyse events; he merely narrates them without
discussing the play of the social, personal, dynastic and
international forces which led up to them. He claims in
the last para of the preface :  “Being an ardent lover of
truth I have, by this attempt, played my role to remove the
impure and licentious falsehood from the holy and sacred
face of ‘paper’ which is treated next to heart almost by al
the writers”. What he means by this, he only knows ! But
it is a tall claim. If only Mr. Kausar would be a little less
pretentious.

MOHIBBUL HASAN

Index to Titles (1798-1885) : As recorded in the
Algabnamas or Books of Titles and Forms of Address. ed.
by S.A.I. Tirmizi, National Archives of India, New

Delhi, 1979, pp. 2+ xxi+224.

HIS IS A somewhat unusual reference tool. The usual
run of reference media consist of catalogues, calendars,
handbooks, subject indexes ez al and many a resolution of
the Indian Historical Récords Commission has voiced
demands for them. The National Archives as well as
various state archives have published guide books falling
into these categories, but the volute tnder review, according
to the present writer, is the frst of its kitid in the modern
rset up of our country.
The terivi-algabmamdon the title page is a composite
Perso-Arabic words; the first part algab (titles of honour,
8—579 Dir. of Arch./ND/81 :
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appellations, epithets, styles, surnames, nic
address) being the plural for of the Arl:giz::m::(;rflorlr;qsazf
and thq second part nama being pension, meaning “a writ-
ing, epistle etc.” The algabnamas that form the subject
tCnattcr of this volume were the creation of the East India
ompany and, after 1857 of the PBritish Administration who
took over the Government of India from the Company. The
East India Company, which started its career in India as
merchants and traders, found it, in course of time profit-
able to get involved in the politics of the country. One may
even say they were compelled to do so. Aurangzeb, that
martyr in the cause of political unity of India, (if not its
lc;r'notlonal Integration) failed to create a nation; and after
llS death the country was split into congeries of fragments
almost always at variance with each other. This was the
opportunity for the East India Company to plant its political
roots in the country. After the battle of Plassey (1757) the
Ezﬁt India Company extended its sway and becamé politi-
?\2 y supreme by the end of the eighteenth century. = The
afatha confederacy, which in its own way was also making
a b(lid for this supremacy, during most oz this century was
;} h1s§1}'.ray (after 1761 ‘and particularly after the death of
d? adji Scindia and Nana Phadnavis) and after the final
defeat of Peshwa Bajirao II in 1818 the Company had no
political rival till the rise of the Sikhs under Ranjit Singh.
The Company administration, though its writ held sway
over most of our country, maintained a facade of protocol
in dealing with the native rulers who had been reduced to
vassalage. It was from this adherence to protocol that there
c}rlncrgc?d a system of addressing native princes, members of
the aristocracy and other personages in correct diplomatic
terminology in use from early times.

I o The Eolumc under review is the result of this practice.
t assuaged, to some extent, the company felt, the bruised

1. Readers may be interested to know that the Arabic word lagad
has filtered into Marathi with a slightly different meaning.
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ego of random potentates,®> members of the aristocracy and
others who had a feeling that they were somebody. To
quote Prof. Tirmizi, the algabnama “contains titles and
forms of address observed by the Company’s servants and
British Officials in their day to day corresponden.e with the
princes and notables of India and the neighbouring countries
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries”. Prof Tir-
mizi further tells us that these documents were first
reduced to writing in the middle of 1798.

The work is divided into two parts. The first part is
an introductory essay, a scholarly piece of research giving
the historical background of the main theme of the volume.
It shades lustre on the writers’ mature and mellow scholar-
ship in the worthy tradition of Dr. Surendra Nath Sen, a
predecessor of Prof. Tirmizi. The reviewer feels that not
since Dr. Sen’s introduction to his Thevenot and Careri has

* a publication of the National Archives so learned an intro-

duction covering such a wide canvas. More of this later.
This introduction extends to 21 pages. The second part
of the volume Index to Titles takes up 219 pages and there
is a “Bibliography” at the end, 5 pages. From the “Preface”
we see that quite fifteen years ago Prof. Tirmizi (the present
Director of National Archives of India) then working as
Assistant Director noticed some volumes (seven in number)
of persian Miscellaneous Records in our National Reposi-
tory. ‘This was a most welcome discovery ‘of interesting
reference material, somewhat recondite but most helpful in
the better understanding of the Indo-British period of our
history. It was a wise decision to publish it. In the last
paragraph of the “preface” Prof. Tirmizi tries to explain

the delay in this plan and process of publication.

The main part of the book under = review bears the

simple bibliographical term Index 2o Titles. But a close
study of this Index brings home to the reader the fact that

2, The reviewer remembers as a’ school-boy, one of these dignitories
enjoying the high standing & sonorous title “Farzandi-Khas,

Daulat-i-Inglisiya”.



112 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

this alphabetical arrangement gives, indicates or implies
much more information than mere names of persons and
places. We see from the names of countries and persons
mentioned in the Index that the East India Company had
political and business ramifications in various parts of Asia,
from Mongolia and China in the East, Johore and Achin in
the ‘south-cast to Iran, Baghdad, Mocha, Jidda in the West.
Its interests also spread to Central Asia to Bokhara, Khiva
and other places. Names of countries like Afghanistan,
Iran, Nepal, Tibet have under each item various sub-entries;
?v1dcncc .o.f .thc keen interest the East India Company took
in the divisions of these countries, their governors, high
personages and other details. Even the river Irrawaddy in
Burma comes in for attention. Students of the history of
the East India Company are all familiar with these details
and with the methodical attention the Company gave to
thq:jn. Thfls txglqzz:bnama is an additional but most refreshing
evidence of the Company’s a i
cvidence of the Cor gf Xsia, pproach to its responsibilities

Another point that deserves mention is the meticulous
care the Index devotes to various dignitaries of the female
sex. Begam Sumru (Zebal-Nisa’ Begam) is always ‘Umdat
al-Arakin Tazzand4- Azéza (pp. 183, 218) and the Travan-
core queens, Padmdndbha  Walabhi.. Raj Rajeshwari (Rani
Lakshmlbal) and Sri  Padmandbha Sevani...Raj Raja Sri
Rani, (Parvati Bai—Regent). This is in contrast to the way
in which Mughal courtiers sneered at Lal Kunwar, the
favqurltc mistress of Jahandar Shah who was given rhc’ title
Imtiyaz Mahal.  Another lady, Raiman, a brave Qalmug,
who showed exemplary courage in an encounter with a
sortic made by some soldiers of Jahandar Shah’s rival Azim-
us-shan, was rewarded with the title Rustam-i-Hind by the
emperor. “This led scoffers to say that in India their only
Rustam ‘was 2 woman !” This kind of levity on the part
of the emperor and courtiers would have been unthinkable
in the life time of the great Aurangzeb. The East India
Company followed the high traditions laid down by
Aurangzeb.
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_ The East India Company had to deal, over the years,
with many persons who held the same title not necessarily
at the same time. Some holders of these titles were endowed
with these distinctions by the titular Mughal emperors or
local rulers like the nawabs of Bengal, the nawabs or kings
(by courtsy of the East India Company) of Awadh, the
Nizam of Hyderabad or the nawabs of Karnataka and
others. The Index enables us to identify a given personage,
in a given context. For instance, under Umdat al Umara
we have a welter of g persons; the index helps us to locate
a particular grandee we may be interested in as the names
of all the bearers of this title are listed in one place.

An interesting aspect of these titles is that the title was
conferred on persons of all castes and creeds without distinc-
tion. The nawabs of Arcot, Muhammud Ali Khan (d.
1795) and his son Anwar Ali Khan both bear the title
Umdat al Umara (p. 209) as did Daulat Rao Sindia and
Jankoji Sindia. Among the three Umdat al Mulks on the
same page is Vitthal Rao Vinchurtkar, a Peshwa Officer.
Readers of this paper may be interested to know that the
French general Bussy was given the title Umdat al Mulk
by the Nizam. That was in the middle of the eighteenth
century, quite 45 years before the Algabnama started being
compiled. Bussy also enjoyed another lagab, Saif ud-Daulah.
Among the five Ghalib Jangs on page 62 we have
two Europeans. Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay
(1795-1811), who started his career in Benares, had the
distinction of having four laqabs (p. 54), Mumtaz al Daulah,
Amin al Mulk, Bahadur and Ghazanfar Jang. Because
of the interest he took in Hinduism and Sanskrit learning
he was also called by his colleagues, Duncan, the Brahmin.

The book is full of such sidelights on persons and
events of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries , and as
stated earlier, is a reference work of a special kind. If ‘our
Universities are really interested in training sound research
scholars ip modern Indian History, this Index should provide
guidance to ample material and many topics which in the

9--579 Dir. of Arch./ND/81
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opinion of lt'hc' rcvicw_cr, would help M. Phil candidates to

[C);lcllr)arc p\r}sv imunary dissertations for admission to a Doctoral

cou stc’;kc ngtch?)}ged?}lrlliimversity Departments of History
: 1s Index. It is a guide and invitati

@ : . ag and 1nvitation

i(;l r(f:s'carcl; and the Introduction to it by Prof. Tirmizi is
xample to show how this research can be undertaken.

111

cssayj(;?chipgl}llrpl I(if:cr'tOf th‘i Introduction, in itself a research
words of Prof T'1 iy TCa‘d y indicated, is best given in the
o o the. t_tirml_z;l. Iq OI'd(":‘r to appreciate the signi-
o oro - itles inc cxpd in this volume, it is necessary

p ¢ some sort of mise en scene or historical backdrop.

13 I -
We a’feh iolcll“js tOI‘l}Tal ﬁbaderOP” is divided into ten sections.
e o be e n t'fd rst three sections how this Algabnama
the De artrncOTfj): ed and the mac‘hmcry and technique of
ment) ?n charn r;ox')vn as Daftari-Farsi  (Persian  Depart-
existed in th S e ; Mir Munghi.  This arrangement
Office: bt tlc presidencies algo. Bombay had its Oriental
destrored ‘ 1et papers and titles of this Department were
this gfﬁcc‘ \?Vu 1(;10 years ago. The great achievement of
Ferishtars B as the publication of the Persian text of
story in 2 volumes in 1831.3

s In hscctlon !V of thc Int_rqa’uctg'on Prof. Tirmizi dis-
o dqs tle practice of title giving in ancient and early
zlgc leval times by the rulers and the royal practice of
c;(saumllng ftltles for themselves by these rulers. He gives
andm 3 Oers;1 ;ﬁmhl.{oman, Mauryan, Koshan and Gupta history
foms. T FL ch 1storK of the Satavahnas and southern king-

'ms. He then takes us on title giving and title taking

3. This was discovered by théiwr"iit;rmorfwth:“ '
Secretariat Record Office in Bombay, aboutlsl9§§?5€?: h‘zhlz?;né]}icttih;
. fe'arch dfor the Persian text of Ferishta’s History. The writer
:é\(;)efc;e B“nggs, the editor of the published text, to have collec-
te hirr: cc; ation as many copies of the persian text as available
« It was during the search that he came across noting in

th :
deitr%)(;r‘é:?Tent files thar the records of the Oriental Office were
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under Sultanate rule in the next section V. Here he equates
the Hindu concept of Chakravartin with Mongol title
Khagan. Both the terms “had no religious or spiritual con-
notation”” unlike the Islamic Khalifa which “hedged the
sovereign round by the Sharia or Islamic Law”. Many of
the sultans styled themselves Yamin al-K hilafatak, Amir-al-
Mominin Zill Allah. 'The most daring of the sultans scems
to have been Qutb ud-Din Mubarak Khalji (1316-1320),
who “arrogated to himself the style of Caliph and the ponti-
fical title of al-wathick bi’'llah”* Readers may be interested
to note that even in the Deccan Ramachandra Yadava of
Devagiri continued to be styled as Chakravarti and Srimat

- Prandha Pratap (of great strength) in inscriptions of 1298,

1300 and 1305 by his provincial officers “when in fact he
had accepted to pay annual tribute to Ala-ud-Din Khalji and

had become almost a vassal of Delhi”.?

After the break up of the Tughluq empire many inde-
pendent sultanates were established in India (Bengal,
Gujarat, Jaunpur, Kashmir, Madura, Malwa and the Bah-
manis of the Deccan and their succession states). Prof.
Tirmizi gives us a list (p. Vi) of these sectarian and
secular titles adopted by the rulers of these newly indepen-
dent kingdoms. Among these there were many patronymic
or filionymic titles. These rulers also endowed their aristo-
cracy with fitting lagabs. We may note here an interesting
and unusual title of this period, Malik ul-Tujjar (Prince of
Merchants). It was used only under the Bahmanis and the
present writer knows of only three Bahmani grandees on
whom this /lagab was bestowed. The most outstanding
bearer of it was Khwaja Mahmud Gavan, the great Bahmani
minister; he had also another title Sadr-i-Jahan.

4, Bncyclopaedia of Islam 11 (1927 Ed.), 1168. See also Nelson
Wright, Coinage & Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi, 96;
Thomas, Chronicles of the Pathan Kings of Delki, 180 ; Wright,
Catalogue of Coins of the Indlan Museum, Calcutta, 11, 44
(No. 244). ‘

5, H. K. Sherwani & P.M. Joshi Eds, History of Medieval

Deccan 1, 40.
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Section VI discusses the titles assumed by the {
;chrhs/i lfr(l)ml Blabur to Au‘rzmgzcb and by the ycolrllltccnhg:rt;h?cl)
e disg 1a t{ll‘OﬂC who indulged in the fratricidal struggle
tha di tgurcg the Empire when Shah Jahan fell ill (1656).
The o 1x se’crtllon (VII) deals with titles assumed by the later
Mughflls.l ) hese were high flown but to students of later
V]I% a ’us‘tor'y the_y_soum.l so unrcal and hollow®. Section

is a socio-political discussion about titles in Medieval

India: it maintai i
: ins the high tenor i
whole Introduction. ° of scholarship of the

The study of titles conferred on the Hindu nobility

during the medieval period, particularly under the Mughals. .

i\s/{ ;r}:;h;ul?ljlcct rg}a@tc:r“of Scction IX. Title giving by the

Maratha o rl ‘11}';1]1 comes in for attention and the titles

confer’ n the Peshwas’ by later Mughals and on other
aratha grandees are also touched upon.

ion gflrecctzlc bmal})/ bfe al}owpgl to supplement the informa-
the concludin ot Tirmizi to support his contention in
s e a Oi%tpamgr“?ph .of thc. Introduction that these
gration of rgi puer 1o the increasing assimilation and inte-
medieval Indii’l’o 1 p‘:nd racial ideals in the crucible that was
Malik-ul-Tujjar .w 'nhl‘musual, pcrl}up s cven more so than
was always tiomc ?)b tvl" lagab or title  Chandrarao which
region of the Sal 'yl the head of the More clan in the Jaoli
of chief of the ‘l]'ly‘l( rll Tange. .1 hus every succeeding head
T T]C an, vatevcr his name at birth, was always
i the. ho!ns tlF e, according to the present writer, gocs
e Do, ary P“St and was respected by the Sultans of

cccan,.th‘c Bal_lmums and the Adilshahis. Nilanatha
Rao was a similar title always applied or used by the head

6. We wish Prof. Tirmizi had poi
' rof. Tirn pointed out the i i i
{)hc ‘il]ssumpt.xon gf titles like Sahib Qiran a::d“ggl)}’ilf th;;fl:)rg”:’r}
) . by the pettifogging later Mughals.
. The term Peshwa (Persian)

e ‘ was used to indicate the second
%\zhmsterl under the Nizamshahis of Ahmcdrlm,c.;:acra 6(14;8-slc6c36)-
theiV:YaSC hi:;tfer Nﬁd(_)pted l;y the Adilshahi, Sultans of Bijapur for
fheir O Histo;r;ster. t was in this sense that it was used in
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of the family in charge of the fort of Purandar. This goes
back to Bahmani times, if not beyond, and was continued
under the Nizamshahis of Ahmadnagar and the Adilshahis
of Bijapur.

The Adilshahi sultans conferred the lagab Diyanat Rao
on the Deshpande family of Karad (Satara district). It be-
came a family surname. Thus we have Timaji Diyanatrao
and his son Kashi Timaji Diyanatrao. The corresponding
form of the title conferred on a Muslim noble was Diyanat-
ul-Mulk the Sarkhel of Muhammad Adilshah of Bijapur
(1627-1656).  Two other Adilshashi titles were Sarje Rao
and  Rastam Rao. The latter title was also conferred by
Aurangzeb on a member of the Jadhao family of Sindkhed.
Sarje Rao and Rustam Rao are now good proper names

amongst Maratha familics. Shivaji conferred the title

Hambira Rao on Hansaji Mobhite, one of his army officers.
This, we think, links up with Hamir or Hammira mention-
ed by Prof. Tirmizi in paragraph 2 of Section IX (p. xiv).

The last Section (x) lists ‘titles of different provenance,
viz., Sanskrit, Prakrit, Greek, Arabic Turkish, Persian,
English etc.” The titular Mughal Emperors or local nawabs
conferred Persian titles on British Officers of the East
India Company which make interesting reading and have
been briefly touched upon earlier.
must offer our thanks to Prof. Tirmizi

In conclusion we
k. May 1t lead our research workers

for this scholarly wor ' .
to events and topics in Indo-British history which require

further study. '
P. M. Josui

- Sources and Problems. Edited
S. J., Bombay, Oxford University
Press, 1981. i

T THE END OF November 1978 there took place at
‘Panjim, Goa, the first International Seminar on

Indo-Portuguese History. It was launched and organized

Indo-Portuguese History
by John Corria-Afonso
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Il?/ Fathcr‘lolm Corrqia—Afonso. the Jesuit Director of the
eras Institute of Indian History and Culture, Bombay. It
was a (;fcrﬁ' successful mecting as I witnessed it myself. It
te}?gogj k't ¢ ff?lllI suppﬁrﬁ of the local government as well as
acking of the well-known and ever gener sulbenki:
Foundation of Lisbon. generous Gulbenkian

Nearly all the contributions read at the Seminar focus-
sed on primary sources. Their publication I now review
forrr} a remarkable collection of first-class informatio.h
Obviously they rarcly read like a novel, but they re uire
car;fu} attention and some background in order to ;]ea;:h
their '1ntendcd use. They arc a considerable help towards
fostering the present revival in India of Indo-Portuguese
studies. This is capital for the 16th-18th centuries. .

- 'I"hc various contribqtions now edited by Father John
orreia-Afonso can be briefly summarised as follows :

1. A. Mathias Mundadan, ‘Church and Missionary
Works on Indo-Portuguese History’. It mostly
examines, though not exclusively, the published
and unpublished material avilable in Goa and in
Portugal. The author has singled out three chicf
chroniclers for a more detailed analysis of their

mentality and the rele '
] vant contents
respective work. of thelr

2. V. T ,Gunc, ‘Sourcc Material from the Goa
Archives’.  The former Director of the Historical
Archives of Panjim, Goa, describes in the main
the most important scctions of their archival
material, including those related to Christianity.
For further and more detailed information one is
to consult the Portuguese catalogue of the late Dr.
Pissurlencar (it should be republished, this time
in English), and the shorter English catalogue
compiled under the auspices of Dr. Gune himself.

3. ] Wickj (Rome), ‘Archives and Libraries in Rome
concerning Portuguese India’. This is a nearly
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complete survey of the chief material lying in
various places of Rome, i.e. Vatican Archives,
Vatican Library, Roman Jesuit Archives, Grego-
rian University Archives, Italian National Library
(manuscript section), Propaganda Fide Archives
and Library, and of three smaller centres.

A. da Silva Rego (Lisbon), ‘The Monsoon
Codices at the National Archives of the Torre de
Tombo—The author deals with the sixty-two
bound volumes, formerly belonging to the Goa
Archives and brought to Lisbon in 1777. ~ They
are kept today in the National Archives of Lisbon.
They cover the years 16051656, with one volume
rcacKing out 1697. These volumes, as much as
those remaining in Goa, contain the official
Lisbon-Goa-Lisbon correspondence.  This contri-
bution provides a fairly detailed account of those
sixty-two volumes now in Lisbon under such
headings as administration, trade, social aspects,

religious problems.

John Correia-Afonso. ‘Indian History in the
Cartorio dos Jesuitas’. The Cartorio dos Jesuitas,
which means ‘archives of the jesuits’, are kept in
the National Archives of Lisbon. They are made
of 106 bundles of documents, a great part of
which is of fiscal nature. A bricg and general
survey of their content is given by the author

from the Indian viewpoint.

G. Bouchon (Paris), Portuguese Documents on
Sixteenth Century India’. It is a kind of learned
introduction to the primary sources to be even-
tually used for the history of the west. coast of

India in that century.
L. F. Thomaz (Lisbon), ‘Portuguese Sources on

Sixteenth Century India Economic History’. The
author’s own work on the subject is explained in
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some detail, pointing out the various approaches,
the mecthods, and the main documentation at hand.

T. R. de Souza (Goa), “The Voiceless in Goan
Historiography. A Case for the Source-Value of
Church Records in Goa’. The learned contribu-
tor makes a plea in favour of the historico-socio-
logical study of the Goan people instead of the
rather Portuguese-oricnted approach of the past.
The latter tended to insist on ‘heroic’ exemplars
and the like. Both the Historical Archives and
the Church Archives are to be used in this respect.

C. R. Boxer (London), ‘Some Second Thoughts
on Indo-Pogtugucse Historiography’.  The well-
k.now.n specialist and writer on Portuguese expan-
sion in Asia endeavours with his usual sense of
criticism to survey recent  printed works, which
dcql .Wlth. one facet or another of the Lusitanian
activities in India and in the rest of Asia.

A. Disney (Melbourne), “The Portuguese Empire
in India c. 1550-1650". In the subtitle, the
authgr_ mentions that his contribution aims only
at giving suggestions ‘for a less sea-borne, more
Landbound Approach to the Socio-Fconomic
History (of that empire)’. According to him
greater attention should be paid to the Portuguese
territories in India and eclsewhere, and to the
doubtless influence they exercised on the interior

E)f the country.  This is particularly significant
rom the economic standpoint, '

G. V._ Scamell (Cambridge), ‘Indigenous  Assist-
ance in th(; Establishment of the Portuguesc Power
in the Indian Ocean’. Much is learned from this
paper about the Indians who-helped in one way
or anogher the Portuguese, e.g. in financial,
cconomic, administrative and military matters.
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12. A. Das Gupta (Santiniketan), ‘Some problems of
Reconstructing the History of India from
European Sources’. With the help of quite a few
examples the contributor explains quite convinc-
ingly how much and how often new questions
are to be asked from the western documentation.
He makes excellent use of his method in several
concrete cases, €.g. concerning Surat and its
commercial role.

13. C. R. Boxer, ‘Some Possible Fields of Research in
the History of Portuguese India (16th-18th
Centuries)’. The learned scholar indicates some
fourteen fields of research, which, though mostly
connected with Goa, could be easily extended to
other parts of India. Some of those fields are
perhaps more fascinating than others, e.g. charities -
and social assistance, inter-cultural relations and
reactions, pharmacopy and medicine.

Oxford University Press deserves all praise for having
brought out this scholarly publication flawlessly and
attractively. It enhances the intrinsic value of such an
excellent instrument of further research. \

E. R. Hamsye S. J.

Education in Bihar (1813-1859) by Dr. Jata Shankar Jha,
Published by K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute. Patna.

T HE BOOK UNDER REVIEW originally was a
Ph.D. dissertation submitted to the Patna University in
1961, It is a well documented research monograph.  Its
central aim is to trace the Lﬂrogr,css of English education in
Bihar and its reactions on the.people of the: province. Bihar
at that time was a part of the Bengal Presidency. - Duting -
the period under review English education had caught the
imagination of the peo le.of Bengal and it became increas-

/ingly popular. Bengali Zamindars in the countryside vied

with one another in opening  high schools for English
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;ducalltlor}, bu.t the situation in Bihar was quite different
cop g. in Bihar were generally apathetic and had dee .
}];li.i}; ices ﬁgamst the new education. The middle class’ig
tih Zg; itn (;: whole did not care for English education. A
o famin alrsf otha]as, of. course, made contributions for
cotablish ntlo schools at district headquarters but thev did
it mor tp please the local government officers. Similar
cons }l;a] Clions weighed with the court amles in sending
their tch cl 1rcn1 tcf)ﬁ the local governmernt school. In some
nates 10 send their children 1o she. sthonl 1o Foo e
_ 0 the school. .In f:

gglrlr:;nd Iflor English education was still very Illlrrfl?tcgdt};g
Bib n;acd fencc, Il\('I.r. Harrison su%gcstcd to the Government
fhe nec cf>r }tlna ing the knowledge of English compulsory
¢ of the higher posts like those of Deputy Collector-

ship, Sadar Principal Aminshi
| minship, etc. i ive
reported to have been aspiringl.),  for which natives were

took Izi:lg\lfg%ntth ¢ period under review the European officials
fact has bee mﬁt In the cause of education in Bihar. This
‘documentar ; V::):ofsllIuStrmcd by the author on the basis of
Patna divis}i,mll) start er. W. Tayler, the commissioner of
Zamindars wi’th :hc the movement of associating the
encouraged the Z 'cd educational work in Bihar. He
in their estates zﬁlﬁn ars to establish Vernacular schools
ed their rcadir;es ough most of the big Zamindars show-
ere, ameacing s to establish schools in their estates, there
interested ing theem, f:ally very few who were genuinely
local government wf%r + They did it more to please the
view this ed ofnicers.  There were others who did not
Harrison. the ‘i‘r:laUOnal movement with equanimity. Mr.
with a Zamindar as tf;nsz?c-h?%lts’i reported his conversation
the . $ an error ............... on
massrértogf tilhce g;z:;ml?::f éiv?:;fimpt the t?ducation of the
wi . ) » or in fact at all, as it
il el in sicring el st o e, 2
ence which is dtilgparitll cng g:r;lisscs, -?,,Whom that defer-
lies the difference between thcg Zan:illm)s::rs (gf 3%321&211%33

- their duties to promote . educati
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Bihar. This fact has been well illustrated by a letter of Mr.

‘Tayler to the Director of the Public Instruction, dated the

3rd of December, 1856, as follows : “In Bengal, the land-
Jord may, through his wealth, his superior intelligence or the
neediness of his ryots, attain a power over them as that of
a despot over slaves but this power of circumstance is very
different from the influence exercised by the Rajas, and

great landlords of Bihar.

Here the military Brahmans (Bhumihars) and the
Rajputs of different tribes, who form the great body of
farmers and cultivators—are not like the timid and helpless
slaves of a Bengal province—and are not, therefore, to be
cowed by mere force into submission or subservience— they
are a spirited and a fearless body of men who know how to
hold their own and whose far famed lathees present a formi-
dable limit to tyranny; yet these very men render a will-
ing and almost unlimited submission to their leaders and

great landlord. » ’

The influence is a moral influence bcarinﬁ traces of
feudalism and the subservience of a clan to its chieftain.

And this is specially ‘and._strikingly displayed, in all
matters—whether for good or evil connected with caste, their
religion or the social observances of the people”.

Thus, there existed a-peculiar relationship between: the
Zamindars and their tenants in Bihar. The _Zamigdgrs of
Bihar gencrally were not interested in spreading education.
among the mass, because that would subvert their position -
in the eyes of the people. Thus, the Zamindars in Bihar
as leaders of society having wealth and influence failed in
ion. ~ This is.one of the

reasons of backwardness of, the province. With the help of -

records the author has shown the reasons for tht slow
progress of education in Bibar. In a letter to the Commis-
sioner of Bhagalpur, dated the. 15th May, 1857, Mr.
Hantour, the Collector of Tirhut, observed — “I am sorry
to say the matives of the districts do. not patronise education.
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They imagi
factyt}ll?iginilce thcly are to bc' conycrtcd into Christians. In
ob;march g a; d<: a;stttl:- of natives in this respect are veritable
ielievc ol 510 }llng Is too absurd, which they will not
ey , = n%i;vcss tf cthmtroductxon of education among
ednention oo of the Lala (Kayastha) caste are against
a man, as that class are employed entirely i

keeping village'and Zamindars’ accounts and they object to-

competition. i i
competition. The Rajpoots and Brahmins are also against

it. T : "
; anity 1s their ”

of I wmer ... cry’.  As a matter

ingf:;}ict;1 (1)3;;131' nccglcd. special treatment bccau);e of the prevail-

liate t%lc fcclicc . fblgOtry of the people’. In order to conci-

of the Patnzgss the people, Mr. W. Tayler, Commissioner:

wision, advocated the introduction of

Sanskrit, Arabi :
ic and P R
Schools. ersian classes in the Government

e Icfgnc;::a%tcr VI the author has discussed the question of
measures irf ];)I}la bctwc?en the ‘Mutiny’ and educational
Governor of Bl ar.l Sir F. J. Halliday, the then Lieutenant
the education lc ng;l.’ strongly repudiated the proposition that
general tisin a E’O icy of the Government was a cause of the
Bihar doubtgclo 1857’ .but he admitted that “the people of
tion”. Lorg S;nn(}c dlsiﬂ( ed the government plan of educa-
c’ép ]rgc-;fed more or 135’5 c. Secretary of State for India, also
o .
P o whes e o e e
mention i ares.  The very fact that ial
lcas’; ?r? :lslé?adc of Bihar in this connection sho;s tsilp:tc l:t
general belict! s q s, fising lent some support to the
Pesponsible ; that educational measures were also partly
or it. The Resumption laws and the abolition

of Persian as the lan
E . guage of the Court thr ’
of oriental cducated people out of cmglo;’m:n}:rglf{greoun}}:;:

theé English educated people began to be preferrd in public

employment since 1844. These facts created feeling among

the people that the : wis’
X ; government wis’ suppressi ‘native’
learning and promoting its own langua%l::‘atl?lﬁz t(l:l:st I;afntff?

fO AR -
tmer. At the same time the activities of the Christiar

similar views, but made an exception
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missionaries deepened the prejudice of the people agatnst
English education. In this background the author

has rightly come to the conclusion that ‘it will not be correct
to say that the educational measures of the government had

nothing to do with the tising of 1857. As a matter of fact
they were as much responsible for creating suspicion

in public mind that their religion’ was in danger as any
other acts of government” (p. 303).

The Wood’s Despatch of 1854 is ‘the Magna Carts’ of
English education in India. The actual results of the
measures adopted under that Despatch, during the period
(1854-59) were, however, far from satisfactory in Bihar.
Little progress was made in Bihar adding to the outbreak
of several risings within the short period of five years. Mr.
Buckland observed — “Great difficulty was at once met in:
Bihar in inducing the inhabitants to comply with the condi-
tion of the grant-in-aid rules as regards private contributions.
Not only were indifference and unwillingness to make the
smallest efforts for self-improvement exhibited, but bigotry
and suspicion amounting sometimes to hostility, were encoun-
tered”. The progress of English education, despite several
measures adopted by-the "Government for encouraging it,
was not satisfactory in Bihar. Sbme schools had, of course,

“been opéned during the ‘period by private individudls, but
the prejudices against it st persisted. * Even as late as 1867,

the Tnspectors of Schools- for Bihar. division- reported that a

~large section of the influential - class ‘had - “persistently kept
aloof for the most from~ English school where the pupts

~acquire foreign dressiahfl manners which will shut them out

from paradise”. ~‘Thus, a ‘sttong ‘prejudice against Enplish -

education contifiued iti ‘Bihar for. a long time.  There were"

 several sociologiedl“arid' eéshomic reasons for it. * It is really,.
‘ distrcssin'? to note that' duting the 'Fe’ridd ‘under review.in

of fethale ‘edudation actically nothing was ‘done in’

Bihar. Mot a sitigle schivol was opened for the ‘educatioft

of girly cither by the Government of by private individuals.
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On the whole, the bo
. s ok unde i T
glsorﬁci)gcrlaph 1{1111 Education in Bihar. Itr is rtf.:}‘::wf‘i’rstlsba:)oiom:1
. the chapters are well documented. Conclfl-

sions drawn are also baj,anc’cd. The Chapter VII deals with

conclusion.  This chapter is very sketchy. The author

should have tried to a

s ! nswer some of the i ised i

th cs lﬁz?ggﬁaph l1)11{:: the backwardness of ‘;i:s:é?onrf il;:xnsti‘ill;:l |
ave been more analytical. One great drawback.

of the book is that there i ARY
why the author omitt::(rie‘.izs no bibliography. I do not know

S. B. SingH

The Social and Poliz;,
/ ical ldeas of § ] 3 '
Ibsydi.. S. Mital (Metropolitan B{)okwg:)n ‘PvtV zﬁ amlz\’;da
11979; pp. XXIV + 336; Rs. 80.60) . o

P HER
Tor onEtlE \I)\IV(‘? fcarth of bf’.?k“ on Swami Vivekananda
bgok on the subjcc: ;c:(fs ngl&;-':rrlm e Pil}i;lication of one more
¢ . an | 17
lolas Zr}llccholcml and Political dcasc’:)% s;m'v-TM authox:
planation and certainly .a valid one ivekananda

Vivekananda is not

philosophcr or a social th

did the Swami propound ﬁ?: lsi;liitfi1 t{;c.acadcmic sense. Nor
cal views the way the west-

ern political thinkers did

life, Vi did. ut durin; .

[:laccs ;Vrfgatrlarégla- delivered hunderEgth : sh‘c:x}rlt spandgf -

the discouxsc0 hlﬁcrcr.lt kinds of aﬁdicnccs.pccCoc:nti:llf: o

have PfCSCrvse d ¢ CaI‘:Ir_lCd_ on with his disciples which thscS 1:’;:
) is ideas, political and social, are found

scattered in all these so
ed that “Vivckananda's ideas on seligior co o040 IeCOBRiE

reforms are of inestimab]

. e value’. - 1k
Zin:;g ﬂt;f; th}fsc scattered ideas are nol;. lfa iazlfléa }is con-
ha\;ingy .grc:tg tﬁcl;;l:t?gfltlfngart o w}wle gmn;do lc:;c;t:i
1 % ractica '
loprcat of moden pliical eory alhough. Vivekaoands

ght not be aware of the system of’%ﬂliﬁgf thr;ilght

generally recognised as a political .

* The second 20 pages is the

n reh%on, politics and social
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he was weaving out of his ideas. It is in this context that
the publication has acquired a special value and Mital has
done the weaver’s job rather commendably.

“The book does not confine itself to an elaboration of
such known ideas of Vivekananda as renunciation service,
universalism, image workshop, caste system, untouchability,
or value of patriotism or nationalism. ~ It is not that super-
ficial. The author has treaded on a delicate path and has
undertaken a stupendous task that seeks to establish the rele-
vance of Vedanta philosophy to the modern political theory.
The Vedanta philosophy, as explained in this book, has laxd
emphasis upon that the area of consciousness in man—his
inner being, soul or conscience—has to be irobcd and the
mystique of existence fathomed. A new anchor for modern

olitical theory is being argued -and advocated. The author
Eas taken up this work with the dedication of a devotee and
has done a good job of it in a book of 336 pages. He has
divided his subject into five parts which are subdivided in

two or three chapters.

The author runs the risk of repeating the more or less
known histo';]: in the Background wﬁich is Part I. The first
20 pages make a rapid survey of. the impact of the British
rule ard the emergence of the leaders of Indian renaissance.
relevant part wherein the influ-

ence on Vivekananda’s intellectual personality is traced. . |

" Busic postulates of the central theme of the subject arc
laidin the Chapter III wherein Vivekananda diagnoses the’
human malady: “The West is groaning under the tyranny
of Shylocks and the East is groaning under the tyrana of
Pricsts“" (184) and proceeds to say “The Western man is born
{dividualisc while the Hindu is socialistic—entirely socia-
listic” (84). The contrast is complete with the expression
“Of the West the goal is individual independénce, the langu-
age money-! ing education, the means politics; of India
the goal is: Mwki; the Janguage the Veda, the means renun-
ciation” (85). The author produces apt quotations ‘of the
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Swam X .

estaabrﬁl htoﬂ?;n%l out t}}c basic difference in outlook on life to

cSfablish th .t.l? Igdlan reformers, dazzled by the glamo

of e dc1v1 Isation failed to distinguish between %h v
s and believed that India’s salvation lay in a bling xtrvr::

tatio i
“Th:rc()fisc‘sli?l;thmg'WCSt'cm. Hence Vivekananda writes :
e Is such aa w1dcdd1vcrgcr}cc between Western Society
s regards the primal course and goal of each
2

that any sect in India f
miss the aim” (86).1:11 ramed after the Western model, will

The author elab.
uishing elements 0;; Eiteilitr}::luconcepts of all those disting:

ishi social organisati
Rigvcgf%ctlti;f.:lle gchcmc of Varna-amzmag’, thcu;IilnSiu Clt gz
pBvedic Dura a-Sukta, the four stages of life, the fourP uru-
sharthas the onc;zzpts of pravritti and Nipristi, the orpan?c
anal %ryltc yasthi (a Part) and Samasthi (thé whol g d
rpretation as Vivekananda made in the co(;l‘t?x:l r:)f

evolution, Change and Development are dealt with in detail

Vivekananda held ; .
;(I)nsfiergd that child-maxr'?izl;gréa%:casligxr;(ji :l?d inviolate and
g his idea of inter-marri ¢ Hindus. Mak-

) age clear he says ‘It i i
marriage between the people of the same }x,':li;o;: $§t 1In t:;

vocate’ (129). He advised hj
cle of marriage and rcfcrrscgoutﬁuytll:::cn(;:nvgvclfsc ’ ;? ) fc;;

bidding inter-marriage b

lanati 1arriage between sub-castes, 'S ex-
Evic;?vt;?rgasfiavzv?tl,{ananda’s non-committal az;ht:;: thtzrv:af;s
could cheas ?or t}:causc: hc’ dealt with grown-up adults who
it was not judici emselves’ is hardly convincing, At best
Jucicious for him to go in for that all gf a suddccx:.

“Tha?;: ?;ECk on social drthodoxy had a ring of prophesy :
medan, It y one-ffth of our people have become Moharyn.
» t'was not the sword that did it all. It would b;

height of madness to think so. And one-fifth

half of your M : - 1 one-fifth............ one
rios takey our adras people will bg;ome Christians if you do

“fore, is of deeper importance
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Dr. Mital has devoted one full Chapter to a review of
Vivekananda's ideas of Education. In fact it is a well orga-
nised chapter beginning with his conception of education, his
analysis of the defects in the existing system, the Vendantin’s
idea of true education, his advocacy of teaching in the langu-
age of the gcoplc, his attachment tq Sanskrit ‘which gives a
prestige ahd a power and a strength to the race’, his stress on
the method of education beginning with good parentage and
o on. His ideas about mass education which poverty ‘would
not easily permit’ and the scheme of women education with
the object of achieving ‘all that was best in the idea-of Indian
womanhood—self sacrifice, modesty, meditativeness, spiritua-
lity—with all that is best in the West—intellectual attain-
ment, practicality, boldness, freedom and self-confidence’
(156) are referred to. A novel suggestion of the Swami is
that the educational edifice for the girls had to be built around
some temple. Many a modern eye-brows may be raised at
his suggestion that ‘it is not good to let them (girls) touch
novels and fiction’ (156).

In part IV a scholarly attempt is made to elucidate
Vivekananda’s contribution on matters concerning political
theory like Individual, Society and State, Frecdom, Demo-

.cracy and Government, Socialism, Nationalism and Inter-

nationalism. The greatest defect detected by Vivekananda
in modern political theory was its cruel separation from reli--
gion, The author confesses at the outset that his thoughts
Were mainly derived from ancient Indian scriptures and steep- -
‘ed into oriental lines of thought. The role assigned to reli-

gion becomes clear at once when the Swami declares that ‘no -

nation is great or good because Parliament enacts this or that, .
‘but because its men. are great and goc)d’ and as ‘men cannot
‘be made virtuous by an.Act of Pachament, the religioy, there-
' #1 "politics, since it goes to the

root, and deals with the. essentials of conduct’ (169). ~ The

importance of these Chapters lis in dhat, that the guthor has
discussed the political idéss of Vivekananda in the contet
of the known " idess of Afistotle, Flobbes, Roussea, Hegel,

Mill, Marx ‘and othér ibster-minds of the West.
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b itr tlrs d(;ub;ful. whether the author is on sure ground in
portgd r:r}r’; i 1(() ¥1Z§kananda as a great ‘socialist’.  The re-
. of the great Swami ‘I am a socialist’
) . alist’ (page
) 51;564%() leflig;ltly lgﬂectlvc of his deep concern for the poE)I:'cht,
et ;n the lost.  But socialism is a body of certain
rigid doct :ﬁ and also.a social and economic mechanism
fhat ¢ cssci::i al}; be rlc)cc&r;cﬂcd with the Vedanta philosophy
ess In both are compromised. Th 1
n  bott . e fact is
Socialism and social justice are two different things and it is

in the text :
o th fof:hn. ext of the latter that the ideas of Vivekananda

The .

' tions of einhﬁigctbwi that the Swami has struck at the institu-
is an imp(lrtant :::miggg‘;ﬂlz vtvlith the wcapf n of Vedanta
iving i e concept of social justice

goci;%sgtrsoe:;?ur and an accent not foumf either in W,cstcrn

sistence that V_cn;s or in their Indian counterparts. The in-
through’ ( zlv% arzaﬁda was a ‘socialist through and
that his ‘sogi.alissm) ollowed immediately by the conclusion
recognition of thi v{,as-]u§t a compromise’ speaks the author’s
is not the | 15 basic incompatibility.  After all socialism

ast word on the problem of mass poverty or in-

equality and what Vi
A vekanand :
to socialism and not another brirfc(ii vocated was an aliernative

Vi 'l . )
of mar:lzgrll(;n::ccll asf Internationalism is based on the oneness
alism was rooted of the universe as a whole and his nation-
scripturce Dc in the phllosophy of Vedanta and in Hindu
views Stal:ld inazgm and Marx are outright rejected and his
of the fittest dar contrast with their theories of survival
are based ; zgll dialectics. ~ All his fundamental concepts
all throu h?x’ e key concept of spirituality and it pulsated
gh his system of social an politicR thought

The author claims that Vivek ’
) ‘ ‘ ananda’s syst
gzis{r:;::csggsi larlle modern system of po:itsi};lctt‘i'xgxfgt}l:t?uffé
s is conviction that ‘i i “
gz)hin(i:al th;)ught was emulated by thfil :rzsﬁdth;i leit;:n tl::
rld would be a much happier place to live in’. Well, it-

BOOK REVIEWS ‘ 13t .

is in the realm of practical politics and hard realities that theo-
ries basically agreeable are tested. ~ All in all Dr. S. S. Mital
has made a commendable contribution to the study of a sub-
ject about which our knowledge is pathetically inadequate.
The information he has provicitd will serve the purpose of~
ready reference and as such it is a welcome addition.

The price of the book with a fine jacket may not be
considered very high but the publication suffers from quite
a few misprints. The bibliography is impressive and an in-
dex of ideas would have enhanced the value of the

work.
K. S. Sastry

The Transfer of Power, 1942-47, Vol. 1X, The fixing of a
time limit, November 4, 1946—March 22, 1947. dited
by Nicholas Mansergh and ‘Pendreil Moon, H.M.’s Sta-

tionery Office, £ 55.

IN THIS VOLUME the stoz of transfer of power to India
by the British is carried to the threshold of freedom. The-

notable events covered in it include the stubborn refusal of
Mauslim League to join the Constituent Assembly, the dis-
missal of Wavell as Viceroy, the fixing of the time limit by
Britain for transfer of power to India and. the realization
by the Congress leadership of the inevitability of partition.
of India. : ’ ‘

“I am rather puzzled and worried”, noted the Viceroy
on 4 November 1946, the day on which this volume opens,
“;bout the matter of getting the Muslim League into the
Constituent Assembly”. - It may: be recalled that the Cabinet
Mission had sought to make'particiglation in the Interim inter- -

arty executive iy the parties conditional upon participation
*a the Constituent Assembly. Mr. Jinnah, thoughacquieced.
in Pl’ind&k,s did npothing to give a practical effect, i.e. sum-
moning the Council of League to.rescind the July resolution, .
ntil the Ecague had first obtained certain assurances froms.
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the Congress in respect of interpretation and application of
the provisions in the Mission’s Statement of 16 May relating
to the drafting of the constitution of provinces within cach
section (and by each section as ]innag interpreted) and to

- grouping of Provinces. Notwithstanding his objections. the
Constituent Assembly met on 9 December. But it was obvi-
ous that without League’s representatives in it, it could not
be called a representative body. Wavell’s interviews with
jinnah on 30 October and with Liagat on 13 November
respectively failed to bring them round to rescinding the
Bombay resolution. On the other hand, Jinnah struck a
different note at a press conference he held on 14 November
where he asserted that ‘absolute Pakistan’ was ‘the only

solution’, Privately, he had declared that it was impossible
to cooperate with the Congress,

Both the parties entered into w

barren dilectic. The Congress demanded the Viceroy to
ask for the resignation of the League Members from the
Interim Government, The Viceroy, though agreed with
the Congress view that the League has put itself in the
wrong, was not prepared to precipitate the matter, The
Tiots in Bombay, Bengal, Bihar and U.p. had surcharged the
political atmosphere in the country, Successive statements
by the Congress and League Members tended to widen the
cleavages between the Hindus and the Muslims, Wavell
was disgusted with the Home Government for not issuing
a clear and public statement about the next step to be taken
in India. His contingency ‘bre
Cabinet on 8 September had been received rather critically.
He grumbled that the Cabinet ‘dare not do anything which
might upset the Congress. “The essential question is’, he
argued with the Secretary of State, ‘whether we can stay in
India beyond the point ‘of which we cease to have the
ca;lJacity if necessary to resist the demands of the Indian
oliticians’.  He submitted a phased withdrawal plan
eginning with the south. Liaqat’s response was : ‘well,
stay here for years, if necessary ...... If you do intend to
kave India to chaos I hope it would be chaos fair for both

hat may be calied a

Wavells’ plan of

akdown’ plan sent to the -
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1 . the . Viceroy,
ies.’ bel, Private Secretary to .
P artxcs.d lqior%tt: :}Xxeci;n ression from what Liagat sa;d thi:ﬁ
the Teage oguld not afford to let the communal fee mgnal
tthhc Ifjgt‘i'; Cto die down. They regarded the commu
fcgli;g as a proof of their case for Pakistan’.

i i on
ing the two parties together in London
i Ehe cf:;tﬂ::. b?xr:llgthc mcamghilc Attlee fixed u[;n “)lv;ti}
oontitt n to take over the Viceroylty. The C%Iilvisi()ns
Mot:rilxtibit;iorc and in the Rawalpindth am}i) ul\gjualtt)an Divisions
ha f iti limate in the . S ‘
s changid ?ﬁn?:éliiﬁ svitncsscd many harrors an% Za'g;;
cqmcdrcspv the past seven months. Iv?uslm} Lc:hgueU & g,; 2
e uﬁ'm};l; mounted to ‘direct action’ against the - ionist
Minist 1Cunac‘it:r Khizir Hayat and the latter’s ;cs:gGover_
Mlms::lry beyond doubt that the League aimed at g ath Gover-
Por | nki . called an ‘undiluted Muslim rule’. On ¢ other
Egggcthénlfiomc Government W:lsx dc;ont;lmgfl%tirixgs }? a[; thlc)::-i :
i of withdraw ritis :
fr mjiogif%a ?:E: llt;f; tierrt‘:s ctive of a consgt;uogil I:g::;?
from nE lin Wavell, who a@ a support of | cfor —
der-in h?:'f had urged the Cabinet the neccssity Jucha
e et > The intended announcement did not1 ude.
Wanelle 1 a phased geographical w1th‘dra§a - I
i to bring the Congress and the Mushén a_ggmg
e lity and it was assumed that the :h wartics dog
e rzaul:ly have a sobering effect-on bo.thI e p des and
» gﬁct:c':, compromise more probable. Wavell now .
m d

rnors of Punjab and Bengal are
Secretary of Statgmgg:t aigv;?himsclf o lop ed 1o adﬁx.c d"
of a contrary nzpunced now. Mountbattcr.l, ¢ chcgoy ‘csxg;:;‘
date b'elqgt;inthat the announcement of h}g appqmgrrfngl mllillsc
Icl:rtxct;il;l' S;s pfccisc and dcﬁhiteh‘gatc‘ ffor ‘Biqrtt;s’h ﬁwclatlt: inw S e

osphere o . |
wantog ftguc?:t:g' ‘?tg{)atftjlc:j On 30 January 1947 Attlee
Wavell ioug The m%uy’h‘M“m' ered out announcement was
sackéé him. February. Nehru called it ‘a courageous docu-
.ng: ,onl‘,lzo%vcvcrmﬂ 24 Fébruary Wavell in a letter to the
mi o 9

King, regretted that the Cabinet Mission plan ‘was not put
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ac ) ) :
2 V;-:fs; zc.xt;l more vigour; that 1t was not laid down as an
award of a posycr in possession rather than merely suggcstcd
gmssprcso1 otxi' 1scussion’.  On 9 March Nehru sent the Con-
B e ;i icr)::otONI \l’lv;:ilivncnll dc(:irnandiildg tlhc partition of Punjab
lim and non-Muslim i
an ; : provinces. Mount-
b: :éi:i Y%‘ll?issi;voﬁgh;uz llfttcr én London, underlined it and
: ¢ tollowed up’. Krishna M in hi
o . a Menon in his
Smtestthﬁzg}?;tt;:j gu_%gcstcd the tcli'eation of autonomous
ites. ity areas in the west and
: . and north-east
fgll-:iylgg ﬁcqmplctg independence except for defence and
gn affairs which would be in the hands of a central

oV i
government. Thus the widespread communal riots in the

Punjab forced a realizati
. 1Zation .
in terms. of partition. upon the Congress leaders to think

betwc;l;gc, tl.f;)r{,e.spondcncc reveals several points of conflict

the question of 1fceroy and the Congress leaders. There was

of British troops ‘:rtlu ;;((i)ifap:kll‘amqulnt;y, e continued presence
_ , the trial of I.N.A. etc. Th

offers raw material of great importance to a historial?x. Volume
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