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A NOTE ON THE STATE ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT,
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

F. M. HASSNAIN

Introduction

HE State Archives Department is the custodian of the archival

accumulations of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir. The
idea of establishing a Central Records Office at Jammu was conceived
in 1928 and Sardar K. M. Panikkar was appointed as the first Direc-
tor of Records. He tried to organise the archives on proper lines. In
1936, Rules for Maintenance and Destruction of Records were framed
by the Government. In these Rules, the life of each file was deter-
mined according to its importance and a basis was made for pre-
servation of records of permanent value. In order to save old records
from further deterioration, a fullfledged Records Repository was estab-
lished at Leh in Ladakh in the year 1962 to preserve the huge collec-
tion of records of that region. This Repository is . unique in the
whole world, for it is situated at an elevation of 11,500 feet above
the sea level.

: The nomenclature of the Department was some years ago changed
from the State Records Department to the State Archives Department
and its head was redesignated as the Director of Archives.

Regional Repositories

At present the Department i§ composed of three Repositories:
State Archives Repository, Srinagar; State Archives Repository,
Jammu; and State Archives Repository, Leh.

: The Repository at Srinagar is housed on the ground floor of the
Stone Building within the premises of the Old Secretariat at Srinagar:
The Repository at Jammu is housed on the ground floor of a building
in the Old Secretariat premises at Jammu; .and the Repository. at
Leh is housed in a small building in the Tehsil premises at Leh.
Each "Repository is under the charge of a Superintendent, but overall
charge of the Department is held by the Director of Archives. The
Department is under the administrative control of the General Depart-
ment of the State Government. ‘ "
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The accommodation provided for the three Repositories mention-
ed above is not adequate and this has presented a serious problem
to the Department. The Repositories at Srinagar and Jammu need
additional accommodation, while the one at Leh needs a new building.

Nature of Records

The following records are preserved in the three Repositories :—
Individual documents in Turkish, Tibetan and other languages;

Persian Records, 1724-1892;

Kitab Navisi Registers, 1847-1927;

Old English Records, 1868-1921;
Maharaja Pratap Singh’s Private Records;
State Departments Records, 1885-1942;
Vernacular Records, 1889-1921;
Secretariat Records, 1889-1970;
Council Proceedings, 1922-26;
Military Records, 1922-43;

His Highness’s Orders, 1926-43;
Council and Cabinet Orders, 1943-65.

Though the earliest document in the custody of the State Archi-
ves Department is dated 1724, the regular series of records .begins
from 1847. Most of these records are in the form of files and regis-
ters, and are in Persian, Urdu and English, The records at Srinagar
are mostly provincial records; those at Jammu are mainly records of
the Chief Minister and his secretariat; while the records at Leh deal
with the administration of frontier areas, land revenue, and trade with
Central Asia and Tibet.

The Persian Records preserved in the State Archives are impor-
tant from the point of view of political and administrative history of
the State. The Vernacular Records and the State Department Re-
cords throw a flood of light on the British policy in Kashmir. Maha-
raja Pratap Singh’s Private Records show how the Maharaja’s life
was rendered miserable by the British intrigues in which his own
brother Amar Singh was also involved. Among the Secretariat Records,
the records of the Political Department are particularly valuable as they
are full of details about the history of freedom movement in the State.

Reference Libraries

The State Archives Department maintains two Reference Libra-
ries, one at Srinagar and the other at Jammu, for the use of adminis-
trators and research scholars. Total number of publications in both
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the Libraries comes to nearly 16,000. The Repository at. Srinagar
has also a Manuscript Library containing about 1,020 manuscripts.

These manuscripts, mostly acquired through the Regional Records
Survey Committee, Jammu and Kashmir, deal with History, Philosophy,
Grammar and lexicography, and are written in . Sanskrit, Arabic,

Persian and Kashmiri.

The two Archives Reference Libraries mentioned above * hold
mainly Government publications and reference books. Noteworthy
among them are :

Administration Reports, 1872-1965;

Jammu & Kashmir Gazette, 1889-1970;

Punjab Gazette, 1925-34;

Government of India Gazette, 1925-55;

Census of India, 1891-1961;

Jammu & Kashmir Civil & Military Lists, 1893-1970;
Jammu & Kashmir Budgets, 1893-1970;

Jammu & Kashmir Praja Sabha Debates, 1934-1946;
Treaties, Engagements and Sanads (14 volumes);
Legislative Assembly Debates, 1948-70;

Lingﬁistic Survey of India;

Laws of Jammu & Kashmir, 1882-1963;

Codes, 1907-1960;

Manuals, 1900-1960.

Map Section

A Map Section was organised in the State Archives Repository,
Srinagar in the. year 1963. The Section is concemed with the main-
tenance of valuable collection of very rare manuscript and printed
maps numbering about 1,000, and these include maps of Jammu &
Kashmir om cloth and paper, revenue maps, physigal aad political
maps, maps showing mines, minerals and canals, and; Susvey of India
maps. Among thg most important maps meation may be made of
Lt. Col, Do G. Robinson’s map-of the territories belonging to Maharaja
Gulab_Singh in 1830-51. ' ' S

The State _Afchives Repository, Jar'nmu,' 3150( haé in the _custodg_,

some cartographic records.



4 . THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

Reference Media

. All files in the Repositories at Jammu, Srinagar and Leh have
been listed and the lists are available for consultation. Besides this.
the Persian Records, English Records, State Department Records and
Vernacular Records have all beer indexed. The Chief Secretariat Po-
litical Department records upto 1951 have also been indexed. The
Index volumes are available in print and serve as valuable guide to
research scholars and administrators requisitioning "files and other
documents of interest to them.

Research Facilities

One of the important functions of the State Archives Department
is to make its archives available to bona-fide research scholars. Besides
supply of records for reference purpose to official agencies, the De-
partment undertakes to furnish information available among its re-
cords, to those asking for it. = The Department also supplies copies
of documents to interested parties. Prior to 1958, these records were
not allowed to be seen by any outside scholar. In March 1958,
rules regulating historical research were framed whereby all pre-1925
records were thrown open to bona-fide research. scholars. Since then
students from Indian and foreign Universities have been coming to
the State Archives Repositories for consultation of records.

Preservation of Records

Worm-eaten documents received in the State Archives Reposi-
tories are fumigated in locally made fumigation chamber designed by
the Director of Archives. However, for large scale fumigation of
records, firms dealing with insecticides are contacted. Fragile; brittle
and damaged documents are rehabilitated and renovated in the Preser-
vation Section of the Department which is manned by trained staff.
Binding work is also done in this Section and materials for the pur-
pose are obtained from abroad through the courtesy of the National
Archives of India. Dust from files is removed with vacuum cleaners,
and chemicals are put in each basta to save it from the onslaught of
insects.

Microfilming of Records

The Department has not been provided with any microfilming
apparatus. As Such, files are got microfilmed through the Nationa
Archives of India, New Delhi and the Research and Publication De
partment, Srinagar. Microfilm copies of documents in the seriet
‘Kashmir Records’ are being made for the Department by the Nationa
Archives of India. Most of the files and maps on international anc
inter-state boundaries Have been microfilmed by now. The Depart
ment envisages to obtain’ microfilm copies or records of national inte
rest available in the records repositories abroad. The Microfilm Rea
der which has been purchased by the Department, is being used by
research scholars and others consulting records on microfilm.
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i i ho need
supplying photo-copies of documents to those W]
themFtohre D&)%Zt]m%nt has acquired a camera which can prepare nega-
tives of 36 documents at a time.

Research Activities

Archives Department has been extending the fullest
' ossirglltlzecos-gaptgration to the G%vgrnment of India in the ],atfer’s s’chemes
of compiling the ‘National Register of Private Records’, “Who’s th)
of Indian Martyrs’, and ‘Who’s Who of Indian Freedom Fighters’.
It has set up a unit whose function is to conduct surveys of records
in private custody in the State and furnish necessary information in
the prescribed proforma to the National Archives of India for the
implementation of the National Register Spheme. The DepartmgnF
has supplied to the Ministry of Educa:uoq &-Soc1a1 Welfare, hfe-v
sketches of those Kashmiris who lost their lives in the s‘truggl,e for:
freedom. These life-sketches are being included in the ‘Who’s Who
of Indian Martyrs’. Information in the - prescribed  proforma is also
being supplied to the said Ministry concerning the freedom fighters of
Kashmir, for incorporation in the ‘Who’s Who of Indian Freedom

Fighters’.
Conclusion

It is gratifying to note that due to the keen intetest taken by the
State tG(s;vgemmze(:ltgin the development of the State Archives, the De-
partment has attained importance and expanded its activities. The
age-old methods of record preservation hav_e b_een,r_eplaced by modern»
methods:; files are being maintained on scientific lines, and necessary
tschnical guidance is-being given to all Government offices and public
jnstitutions -regarding scientific preservation and maintenance :of

records. The Department envisages establishment of a Central Archi-

ves where most important records of the State Government will be
preserved for future generations.



SOURCES FOR MODERN KERALA HISTORY
RoBIN JEFFREY

WHEN Dr. George Jacob, the Vice-Chancellor of the University

of Kerala, addressed delegates to the archival conference in Tri-
vandrum in October 1971, he referred to Kerala’s position “outside
the mainstream of Indian history” and hoped that with a little serious
research it might be possible to have Kerala into the mainstream.
Whether the results of closer study will sweep the Malayalis into the
great river of modern Indian history, is an open question, but the
Vice-Chancellor’s joking remarks were accurate in suggesting  that
moedern Kerala has not received much attention from Indian or foreign
historians. In spite of the emphasis on regional studies, the history
of the Malayalis from 1800 to 1947 is virtually unexplored.!

Part of the reason for this apparent neglect may be stated in the
words of one of Kerala’s most studious nineteenth century English mis-
sionaries writing of old Travancore: “The history of... [Kerala], ag
distinguished from the rest of India, is not possessed of any very
special interest or importance ...... ”* Few, for example, would argue
that the Malayali role in the nationalist movement was crucial. How-
ever, the uncertainty of source material has probably been as effective
deterrent to historians as the so-called “unimportance” of Kerala.

An archives department was formed in Kerala only six or seven
years ago, and scholars have had little way of knowing what kind of
records have survived from the old princely states of Travancore and
Cochin and the British Indian district of Malabar, the three units
which make up the present state of Kerala. In fact, the survival rate
of government files and documents has been encouragingly high, al-
though systematic arrangement and indexing have only just begun.

Trivandrum

The Kerala States Archives has record offices in Trivandrum,
Cochin and Calicut. The head office, under an Assistant Director of
Archives, is near the Fort Hospital, The Fort, Trivandrum-1. To see
the records, Indians need the permission of the Assistant Director;
foreigners, that of the Education Secretary and Ex-Officio Director
of Archives, The Secretariat, Trivandrum-1.

The chief holdings of the Trivandrum office are thousands of
bundles of “cadjan” or palm-leaf records, some of which are said to
be 500 years old. These, however, are written in an archaic idiom
and script, and although they would probably throw considerable light
on a little-known period, it would require a specially trained scholar to

6

SOURCES FOR MODERN KERALA HISTORY 7

deal with them. Of more practical value are the Travancore Govern-

"ment Gazettes (in Malayalam, often with English translations), which

are lete from their first publication in 1861. There are also
:;g;)igg n;;g zome Travancore census reports (though not those of 1875
and 1881) and administration reports. Perhaps the most interesting
holdings are the Travancore police “Weekly Secret Bulletin from 19'3’3
to 1940 inclusive, and a few government files relating to  Gandhiji’s
visits to Travancore in 1925, 1927 and 1934.

' hives department
Because of a shortage of space, however, the arc
has not yet acquired the vast bulk of the English records of the old

‘Travancore Government. These run to tens of thousands of files and

i i k there, one must
kept in the cellar of the Secretariat. To wor R
iroe‘/n tlge permission of the Public Secretary to.Gover.nment., Tpe Secre-~
tz;}i;t Trivandrum-1. In the case of foreigners, applications are
submitted for the Chief Minister’s approval.

rom 1810 when Col. John Munro became R«;&sndent of Travan-
core Fﬂ?gl language of administration i the Diwan’s office came n}-
crea;ingly to be English. Virtually all the files in the Secretariat cel-
lar are in English. Those under the “cover file” system date from
Munro’s time, number about 16,000 and come down to 190? whep
a departmental classification system (e.g., Educational, Judicial, Poli-
tical etc.) was introduced. The departmenta} ﬁk:s from 1905 to 1?47
may well number close to a lakh. The Diwan’s letterbooks covering
the period 1830-90 have also been kept.

The two main difficulties in using this material are the lack of in-

‘dexes or handlists and the brittleness of much of the paper. The only

‘ i dle and
ay to use the cover files to 1905 is to go through each bun
2?& the summary on the cover of each file. Handling the files, of
course, accelerates their decay. Fortunate!y, the record-keepers aFe
coopefative, and there are no time-consuming archival formalities.

aterial repays extra trouble. The ﬁle on the Vaikkam
Satyz;rgl::hiafeol;l exanrl,pl};, is more than a foot thick and includes two
volumes of newspaper-cuttings which are probably unavailable els-

‘where. Most of the memoranda of the reforming Diwan, Sir T. Ma-

11 as files relating to the intro-
dhava Rao, have been presprved, as well as fi _
duction of planting, expansion of communications and education, sup-

isabiliti ivities of European missiona-
ssion of caste disabilities and the activi m a-
l?ifaes. The Secretariat cellar also contains census reports, administration

" reports. Travancore almanacs, lists of public servants, trade statistics

and a few rare books.

 Cochin

o' Archives is located in the Collectorate at Erfiakulam. The
reéor(g?? réltrt: to the old Cochin state, a great many are in English_ ,
‘and sotie landlists are available. The material appears to be as
vavied, and almost as extensive, as that in the Secretariat cellar ~ i
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‘Trivar_ldrum. The handlists, for example, show a number of files deal-

ing with the Round Table conferences, and the Archives has recently
acquired some English diaries belonging to the Cochin princely
family.’

.Calicut

As at Cochin, the Archives is located in the Collectorate. It con-
tains the records of the office of the Collector of Malabar District
from 1855 to 1956. (Earlier material is in the Tamil Nadu Archives
in Madras). A brief annual index was prepared for the use of the
Collector, and these indexes, either printed or handwritten, appear
likely to make the scholar’s work easier than in Trivandrum. The
files run to many thousands and include land registration documents
and reports on land tenure.

Non-Government Sources

Although a number of bodies in Kerala are concerned specifically
with Kerala history (e.g., Kerala History Association, Ernakulam;
Regional Records' Survey Committee, Trivandrum; Kerale
University ~ Library, Trivandrum, which has received a
grant to establish a Kerala collection), no attempt has yet been
made to compile a list of libraries, newspapers and private citizens
holding books and papers of interest to scholars. It appears, for
example, that the back numbers of the defunct English weeklies, the
Cochin Argus and Western Star, both of which were published from
1860 onwards, have been lost. However, the Deepika (1887) and
Malayalam Manorama (1889), both in Kottayam, have all their back
numbers The Manorama in its first twenty years occasionally publish-
ed leading articles in English. = The Malabar Herald, an English
weekly still published in Ernakulam, has its old issues from the paper’s
first publication in 1905.

European missionaries played a significant part in the shaping of
modern Kerala, and the archives of the United Theological College,
Bangalore, contain minute books and reports of the Church and Lon-
don missonary societies, which were active in Travancore for nearly
150 years. The library at Scott Christian College, Nagercoil, has prin-
ted reports of the London Missionary Society’s Travancore committee
from the 1850’s as well as a few rare books. CMS College Library,
Kottayam, has some missionary periodicals, but its holdings are not so
extensive- as one might have hoped. The best collection of material
about the Romo-Syrian Church appears to be at the Carmelite monas-
tery at Mannanam near Kottayam, where there are some letter-books,
files of newspaper cuttings and a small, useful library.

The absence of private papers is perhaps the most unfortunate
gap one encounters in the search for source material. ‘The diaries (in
English and Malayalam) of Kumaran Asan, the poet and social refor-
‘mer, are in the Asan Memorial at Thonnakkal near Trivandrum, and
the papers’ of Pattom ' Thanu Pillai, the political leader,
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are in the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi. How-
ever, one is more likely to find that the papers or letters of a prominent
man have been sold to the paper hawker or weeded out by the sweeper.
A happy exception is the fine library of the poet and civil servant,
Ulloor S. Parameswara’ Ayyar, which has been carefully preserveq by
his son at the Vivekananda Press, Jagathi, Trivandrum.

The list of sources outlined above is by no mears definitive. Aca-
demic detective work will undoubtedly reveal others, especially  in
Malabar, while the expansion of the Kerala Archives Department is
likely to bring to light new material and encourage scholars. The
purpose of the foregoing brief note is merely to indicate that the scho-
lar who-chooses to work on Kerala, will not be handicapped by a
dearth of sources.

REFERENCES

'The ground-breaking work is T. C. Varghese’s Agrarian Change and
Economic Consequences: Land Tenures in Kerala, 1850-1960 (Bombay: Allied
Publishers, 1970). Also of interest is Dr. T. K. Ravindran’s Cornwallis Svstem
in Malabar (Calicut: Parasparasahayi Co-op. Printing and Publishing Works
Ltd., 1969). Social anthropologists, such as Kathleen Gough, Joan Menscher,
Eric J. Miller, A, Aiyappan dnd L. A. Krishna Iyer, have been more active.
A. Sreedhara Menon’s A Survey of Kerala History (Kottayam: National Book
Stall, 1967) is a useful reference book. Two volumes of a government-sponsor-
ed “History of the Freedom Movement in Kerala” are in the press, and the
third one is under preparation. ‘

?Samuel Mateer, The Land of Charity (London: John Snow, 1871), p. 13.

#The collection includes confidential correspondence between the British
Government and the ruler of Cochin who, later, had to abdicate. It was gifted
by the daughter-in-law of the ruler, Mrs. I. W, Menon, at the behest of Shri
C. V. Joseph, Superintendent in the Archives Department (Ed.),



THE AGRARIAN CONDITION OF JAIPUR STATE AS
GLEANED FROM SOME UNPUBLISHED TAUZIS' OF
THE i8TH CENTURY

G. N. SHARMA

AJASTHAN is very rich in private records. In Amber, as in some

other erstwhile princely states of Rajasthan such as Udaipur,
Jodhpur, Bikaner etc., the original records of various departments were
maintained by Diwans and Mutasaddis at their respective residences
and, as such, quite a large number of them are still lying in the cus-
tody of their descendants. But, unfortunately, a sizable bulk of such
records is perishing partly due to the apathy and ignorance of the
owners and partly due to other factors, such as natural decay or des-
truction by white-ants, fire and rains. Recently, I came across some
sets of Tauzis in the possession of an old family of Amber? These
documents are about 6% x 4} inches each and are in a fairly good state
of preservation, though there are some words missing here and there
due to cracks and cuts in some sheets. Some sheets also show signs
of soilure from rain water. The title pages of the sets of Tauzis reveal
their authenticity bearing as they do, the seals of the rulers of Jaipur'.
These seals are artistically calligraphed in Devanagari script.

The language used in the Tauzis is Dhundhari, a dialect of Mar-
wari. Their script belongs to the Mahajani character.

As regards orthography, the following points need special men-
tion. The letters ‘ra’, ‘pa’, ‘ya’, ‘a’ and ‘fa”; ‘sha’, ‘sa’ and ‘kha’; ‘na’,
“a’, and ‘la’; ‘va’, ‘ba’ and ‘cha’; ‘dha’ and ‘gha’; ‘jha’ and ‘ma’, and
> and ‘ri’ are almost similar in appearance. At places the Matras are
not used. The use of Viram (stop-is absent. Of Course, long hori-
zontal lines and vertical lines with zero marks are used to keep apart
different denominations and items of income and expenditure belong-

ing to different heads.

The Tauzis, examined by me, belong to various categories of
records such as ‘Adsatta Amber’, ‘Adsatta Sawai Jaipur’, ‘Hasil Jama-
bandi’, ‘Hasil-gujari,” ‘Hasil-chak-sena,’ ‘Hasil-virad’, ‘Jamabandi Par-
gana’, etc. They contain a lot of information which can go a long way
to assist us in reconstructing the social, cultural and economic history
of Jaipur during the 18th century. The importance of the Tauzis
also lies in the fact that they can help us in filling up ‘'some gaps in
the series of Tauzis available in the Rajasthan State Archives at

Bikaner.

The following lines represent an attempt to study the striking
features of the Tauzis as documents throwing light on the agrarian
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18TH CENTURY

condition prevailing in the state of Jaipur during the 18th century to
which they belong. ey :

The Tauzis mention two types of assessment of land revenue in
vogue in those days—the Zabti and the Raiyati. With the help of the
information contained in the ‘Adsatta Amber’ and ‘Adasatta Sawai
Jaipur’ of V. S. 1790” (1733 A.D.) the position of the two types of as-
sessment can well be determined. It seems that in the case of Zabii
assessment the revenue demand was regulated by the schedules of
cash-rate which were applicable to the area sown in each season. All
kinds of grains, vegetables and cross were faken into account accord-
ing to the bighas covered by them. The schedules of cash-rate differed
from pargana to pargana, as the prices of the crops were not uniform
throughout the State. As for example, our records® indicate
that the price of maize in Amber was one rupee per maund while
its price at Navai was one rupee per 50 seers in the season and in the
same year. The share of the state demand has been mentioned as
one-third, one-fourth, etc.®

Under the Raiyati’ assessment the state share varied from 1/3rd
to 1/6th of the gross produce, calculated either by an actual division
of the produce, called Batai, or by a division based on conjectural
estimate of the standing crop, known as Kunta. The significant change
made in this system, as seen from the Tauzis, was that the demand
had to be met in cash instead of kind.

The information furnished by the Tauzis is very rich in regarq to
the contemporary imports and cesses. As the state demand was
nominal, attempts were made to equalise the demands in respect . of
nominal payments. In addition to the land revenue, the state con-
tinued to charge, as usual, the impost called Serina, which was roughly
one seer per maund. Again, a money-cess, instead of the usual kind-
cess, called Barar, was also levied. Besides these, there were other
charges like Chughari-sena, Hasil-chak-sena, Hasil-patwara, etc. These
extra charges were paid to the Patwari, Darogha, Sena and certain
other officials as their personal benefits on account of the collections
and measurements done by them. The rates of these charges differed
from place to place and village to village. The usual rates were one
seer per maund, or one rupee per hundred. These charges were alsc
calculated in terms of T'aka, as 3 Taka per rupee, etc.®

The Tauzis also throw some light on the system of farming the
entire village or group of villages for a fixed annual sum. This system
was known as Ijara. The ljaradar was given an option to pay the
fixed sum monthwise or seasonwise. But the lesses were mostly State
officials; and the ryots were more than ever liable to oppression and
exaction. This state of affairs led to the ending of the leasees or their
withdrawal. The Tauzis also abound in cases where the state gran-
ted remission of the fixed amount in the event of crop-failure, drought
fall in prices, or scarcity of water.’ ’



12 : THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

The agrarian condition in Jaipur State during the 18th centy

as described above with the aid of the Tauzis, ma

be i .
ander s y summarised ag

() The rates of crops were determined bighawise and valuewise

(i) The crops were valued on the basis of the pri i
) e prices
a pargans, p Current in
(iti) The division of seasons into Siyalu and Unalu continued.
(ivy The Jama was executed under two categories Zgbti and
Raiyati.

(v) The old methods 'of Batai and Kunto were applied
Raiyati lands. pprec to the

(vi) The Raiyati lands had also to pay in cash.

(vii) There was a distinct fall in the rates of Sena, Darogha and
Patwari charges.
REFERENCES

lThe Tauzis are lOOSe lea ve y 1 W. i r. T i
S arranged €a 1Se In a St lct [ o
s h 01‘]01 glcal

*The writer feels indebted to Miss Subhadra Daryani for showi
Tauzis procured by her from the family. 4 * showing - these

®They are Sawai Jai Singh, Ram Singh, etc.
‘‘Adsatta Pargana Sawai Jaipur’, V. S, 1790, pp. 129-30.

B‘Amber Farad” V. S' 1780’ p. 60'70; and IN vai ,
pp. 33-34. P avai Farad’, V. S. 1780,

*The words used are Tijo-vanto, Chautho-vanto, et ]
Sarohi, etc. of V. S. 1760, 1780, etc. » €t vide Adsatta Tonk,
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EBUCATIONAL NEEDS FOR WORK IN ARCHIVAL
AND MANUSCRIPT DEPOSITORIES

Frank B. Evans

HAT tibraries, manuscript depositories, and’ archival agencies

have a common administrative origin has long been recognizad.
Also it is generally recognized that librarians and archivists have a
commion purpose—to acquire, preserve, and make accessible recorded
information—and that they have certain basic problems in common.®
Apart from these areas of agreement, however, there is relatively little
evidence of cooperation or even understanding between the two
professions. This is particularly the case with regard to the training
of archivists. (Since manuscript curators increasingly are referring to
their collected holdings as “archives” and to themselves as “archivists”,
I shall include them, for convenience, within the meaning of those
terms.)

Each of our professions has had a separate development, and
much of the misunderstanding results directly from this circumstance.
Because I am convinced that the past is not irrelevant I should like to
share some observations on the history of the archival profession that

" may, perhaps. contribute to the better understanding and closer rela-

tionship that should exist between archivists and librarians.

The archival profession still lacks an adequate written history.
and it is thus difficult to place any of its problems in perspective. We
know that our roots lie very deep; that the profession of archivist, as
keeper of the records, is among the world’s oldest professions, but we
know very little about early archivists. We have learned that during
the Clay Tablet era archivists had to master fully the difficult art of
writing, and that scribes, who had a high social standing in ancient
civilizations, frequently served as archivists. Archivists were among
the highest paid officials of the Hittite kingdom, and among the most
important elected officials of the Greek city States.” In fact, from the
brief glimpses we have of archivists from ancient Sumer to the late
18th century, we may at least conclude that they all could write, a re-
quirement not without its relevance to our current problems.

There is also evidence that archivists, no less than librarians, have
attempted in a variety of ways to improve their status. We have, for
example, the account of an archivist in ancient Egypt whose involve-
ment in an unsuccessful harem conspiracy cost him his nose and both
ears.! The appropriateness of this punishment in relation to his crime
I leave-to your judgement. But personal history regarding archivists
in the records that have survived is quite unusual. Of the genera-
tions of archivists who toiled over the centuries we -know very little
until relatively late in the history of western civilization.

13
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The first indication we have of any concern for the formal train-
ing of archivists followed in the wake of the French Revolution, out of
which had emerged the concept of archives administration, as distinct
from records-keeping. The University of Mainz in the 1790’s estab-
lished a special chair for instruction in “archival science,” by which
was meant primarily the auxiliary historical sciences of sigillography,
paleography, and diplomatics.* ~As archival institutions developed
in Europe during the 19th ceatury, however, it was assumed in most
countries that a law degree qualified a person to serve as an archivist,
and that whatever additional knowledge was needed could readily be
acquired on the job. This was the period during which archives
were regarded as primarily intended to serve administrative purposes—
as “arsenals of law”.* It was also the custom during this period to
designate as the head of an archival agency “some literary or historical
personage generally considered as an ornament to the nation, who
could draw from this post sustenance for his own support and leisure
for the pursuit of literary or historical activities.” We are well aware
that this custom continues to the present day in some countries, and
that is not confined to archival agencies.

During the last half of the 19th century, however, the trend in the
appointment of archivists moved away from law toward graduates in
history. Prominent historians alternated service on university facul-
ties with appointments in archival agencies, the editing and printing
of texts and the publication of detailed guides and other finding aids
became major archival activities, and “administrative archives,” the
“arsenals of law,” were increasingly transformed into “historical archi-
ves,” the “arsenals of history.””

This new trend was accompanied by the emergence of specialized
schools providing training for those interested in archival careers.
Among the better known and most influential of these were the Ecole
des Chartes in' Paris, the Austrian Institute for Historical Research in
Vienna, the School of Archives in Prague, and the Archives School
at The Hague. Separate schools for paleography, diplomatics, and
“archival economy” flourished in Italy and Spain, and special courses
were offered directly by the Bavarian State Archives and the Archives
of the Kingdom in Brussels.® :

This movement reached a climax with the organization in 1930
of a special Institute for Archival Science and Historical Training at
the Prussian State Archives in Berlin-Dahlem. A Doctor of Phile-
sophy degree in history from a German university was required for
admission. The eighteen month program included courses, with writ-
ten or oral examination before a special commission appoinited by
the President of the Prussian Cabinet and the Minister for Science, Art,
and Education, in paleography; Latin, German, and French documents:
chronology; sphragistics; heraldry; traditional and “modern” archival
science; the history and holdings of German archival agencies; preser-
vation and repair; reproduction of documents; research problems in
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the Middle Ages and in modern history; pre-history and historical geo-
graphy; jurisprudence and canon law; constitutional history; the history
of Brandenburg-Prussia; and the history of economics, sociology, art
and military organization. The Institute assumed a prior mastery
of Middle Latin, Middle high German, French, and English; it regardeEl
as desirable a knowledge of Italian, Spanish, Polish, and Russian.'
This Institute would not only make a fascinating study for
those interested in the development of professional elites, but also
constitutes a useful corrective to those who assume that the require-
ments for professional status are most demanding in this country, and
upon the present generation.

All of these specialized schools, most of which are still in opera-
tion, have a number of characteristics in common. Generally they
were not created primarily for the training of archivists. They were
intended to teach historical methods with particular attention to their
own national history, and, in the process, to train librarians and archi-
vists. ~ Secondly, most of them developed in countries that initially
tequired only a university degree for an archival appointment, then
introduced a qualifying archival examination and found it necessary
to establish a school or program where the requisite preparation could
be obtained. Third, in each country appointments to archival posi-
tions as a general rule have been and continue to be made only from
graduates of its particular schools or programs. This practice not
only ensures pre-appointment training, but, when combined with res-
tricted admissions to the schools, gives to enrollees a reasonable cer-
tainty that after graduation they will receive at least probationary
appointments.  Finally, none of the schools are confined ex-
clusively to the training of archivists. It was not only recognized that
a facility providing training for only a relatively small and specialized
profession would be difficult to maintain, but it was also generally
agreed that archival training should be part of a broader “scientific”
education, and that if such training were isolated it could “lose its
standards.” Thus most of the schools maintain organizational relation-
ships with major universities, and provide instruction to a variety  of
students in all branches of historical research.”

This Mas been the general character, until very recently, of the
educatigd _and training of most Europqan archivists. The effective-
ness f(thls training in preparing archivists to cope with the problems

Oth century documentation requires no comment. But we may
«150 question the adequacy of only a background in history, with or

_~“without special training in the auxiliary sciences, as preparation for

an archival career. According to one critic, “the assumption that a
good knowledge of history is a sufficient equipment for the archivist . . .
overlooks the fact that besides this knowledge he needs some special
qualifications. There are examples of archivists without such qualifica-
tions sitting among scattered heaps of records, like Marius on the ruins
Carthage, unable to master them.”" '
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Spared—or deprived, depending upon one’s point of view—of an
inheritance of medieval documents, and lacking a national archival
institution throughout most of our history, American archivists have
attempted to develop their own solution to the training problem. From
the outset these attempts have been strongly influenced by the views
of academic historians, It is understandable that historians, no less
than other users of archives, should tend to regard archives as existing
primarily to serve their particular purposes and interests. The point
here is that no other class of users has been as active, as articulate,
and as influential, as have been the historians in the development of
the archival profession in this country.

It was a group of historians, led By J. Franklin Jameson, who in
1899 organized the Public Archives Commission within the American
Hostorical Association, and through whose efforts the foundations were
laid for many of our State archival agencies. This same group, work-
ing through the Public Archives Commission, sponsored in 1909 the
first Conference of Achivists in the United States. At that Conference
the principal speaker was a young historian, Waldo Gifford Leland,
who had done extensive research in European archives. Discussing
American archival problems, he stressed the need for requiring for
American archivists a training “both historical and legal” and recom-
mended preparation of a manual of archival practice for their gui-
dance. To provide the necessary training he suggested the introduc-
tion of appropriate courses in universities or library schools.”

The Public Archives Commission accepted Leland’s recommen-
dation regarding a manual, but the project was never completed. Based
upon the European experience, Leland had warned that “nothing could
be more disastrous than the application of modern library methods of
classification to a body of archives,”® and his views were reinforced by
participation in the International Congress of Archivists and Librarians
held in 1910 in Brussels, which officially adopted the principle of
provenance as the basis for the arrangement, or as it was generally re-
ferred to at that time, the “classification,” of archives. Adoption of this
principle was opposed, however, not only by librarians but by manus-
cript curators, who maintained that since European problems were
not identical with those in America we should not attempt to adopt
European practices. Only the initial chapter for the proposed manual
was published, it defined archives in historical terms and eloquentlv
stated the case for their preservation and use in the writing of hictory.
The chapter was written not by a practising archivist but by the colo-
nial histrorian, Charles M. Andrews. -

With the outbreak of World War I, the attention of Members
of the Public Archives Commission was diverted to more immediate
problems, and when the Commission was revived on a limited basis
following the war most of its members were already involved in other
projects. particularly in the movement for construction of a national
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archives building and the creation of a national archival agency. This
movement finally attained its objectives with the creation by Congress
in 1934 of an independent National Archives establishment. The crea-
tion and staffing of the National Archives, in turn, helped revitalize
the annual Conference of Archivists, which was expanded in 1936
and ¢ransformed into an independent Society of American Archivists.”
One of the first actions of the new Society was the creation of a Com-
mittee on the Training of Archivists. The Committee, which submit-
ted its report in 1938, consisted of five historians—only two of them
directly involved in administering public archives or manuscripts—
under the chairmanship of the distinguished diplomatic historian, Prof.
Samuel Flagg Bemis.

In its report the Committee, after reviewing archival training in
Europe, noted “the relatively small stress placed by the best foreign
practice on so-called library science, and the overwhelming insistence
on historical erudition, scholarship, constitutional and legal history,
all emphasizing the particular country concerned, and linguistic ac-
complishment in the relevant documentary fields. It is the historical
scholar, equipped now with technical archival training, who dominates
the staff of the best European archives”, observed the Committee.
“We think it should be so here, with emphasis on American history
and political science.”®

While conceding that “a course in ‘library science’ would be
useful, particularly for purposes of cataloguing and for the arrange-
ment of libraries auxiliary to archival practice,” the report asserted
that there was “a distinct danger in turning over archives to librarians
who are not at the same time erudite and critical historical scholars.
They tend to put the emphasis upon cataloguing and administration,
on mechanics rather than archival histology and the sacred principle
de provenance, to which they are usually oblivious.””

Following these swe_:eping generalization, the Committee made
its specific recommendations. It proposed training for two classes of
archivists; those who would serve as directors or staff officers in ma-
jor archiyal agencies, and those who would serve as the heads of
smaller -dgencies or as lower level stgﬁ in the larger ones. The first
grou N in_ its opinion, ghould be recruited from graduate students who
hpe” received the training reql_nred for the doctorate in American
uistory, and whose thesis required the use of a wide range of manus-

- cript materials and public records. To these requirements it propo-

sed adding study of the history of archives, of archival practice past
and present, and of the special literature dealing with archival work
in European countries. In the Committee’s view all of these topics
could be included in one comprehensive course, which “might be
easily grafted on to graduate instruction in American history in any
first class American university.” The Committee also endorseq the
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German practice of apprenticeship, and recommended that universities
choosing to offer archival training should consider the possibility of a
voluntary apprenticeship with the National Archives or with an appro-
priate State Archives. For archivists in the Second group the Com-
mittee recommended the training required for a master’s degree in history
ot volitical science, supplemented by a course and practice work inten-
ded to provide the knowledge and skills necessary to perform archivat
functions.™

In an article based upon the report, Prof. Bemis did note that the
Committee’s emphasis upon graduate training was not intended to pre-
clude the possibility of “promising young men and women rising by hard
work and self-discipline and study from the very lowest ranks of archi-
val employment to the top, even without formal university training.”
After all, he wrote, “education is self-education. Universities and
teachers are helps and short cuts to success in determined efforts for
self-education and personal advancement.” The “helps” and “short
cuts” still have not been transformed into the sole. or even the major,
route to advancement in the archival profession.

The significance of the Bemis report “lies not so much in its speci-
fics as in its philosophy. It defined officially, in the early years of the
professional organization, the general concept of the archivist and his
educational foundation”—a concept that has been modified but that
was not seriously challenged for nearly 30 years™ It might also be
noted that it did little to improve relations between librarians and

archivists.

Two years after the Bemis report, on a joint program on archives
and libraries sponsored by the American Library Association in 1940,
Solon J. Buck of the staff of the National Archives delivered a paper
on “Essentials in Training for Work with Public Archives and Histori-
cal Manuscript Collections.” Buck, who was the “most persistent early
promoter of university level archival training,” had taught during the
1938-39 academic year in the Columbia University Graduate School a
two-semester course in “Archives and Historical Manuscripts,” the
“first attempt at the systematic training of archivists in the United
States.” Initially trained as a historian, Buck had extensive experience
as director of major manuscript .depositories in Minnesota and Pennsyl-
vania. and as an archivist during the important early years of the Na-
tional Archives.

In Buck’s view, the body of knowledge required by the archivist
constituted an applied rather than a pure sclence, and was “compound-
ed of parts of many other sciences or {iel‘ds of knowledge, together with
certain principles and techniques derived from practical experience”.
To provide essential background knowldege for the archivist he called
for a thorough training in history; for an understanding of the historical
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method, including some acquaintance with the auxiliary sciences, and
to assist him in mastering the special fields to which the documents in
his custody related, for a “broad general education and the ability to
orient himself in any field of knowledge when the occasion arises.”*

4

The more specialized professional knowledge required by the archi-
vist was termed by Buck as “archival economy” or “archives adminis-
tration.” This in his opinion, would include “not only the theoretical
and practical conclusions...reached by archivists as a result of their
observations and experiences but also the history of the development of
systems of administering records and archives and of theories concern-
ing them.” Specifically, he maintained that the archivist should study
the creation, nature, and value of archives; the status, functions, and
internal organization of archival agencies; buildings and equipment; re-
cruitment and training of personnel; appraisal and selection of archival
material; preservation and rehabilitation; arrangement and description:
reproduction by photographic and other processes; historical editing and
documentary publication; reference service; exhibits; problems of
particular institutional archives, such as those of local governments,
businesses, and churches; and problems, associated with cartographic,
audio-visual, and other special physical types of archival material.®

Buck’s views on training are particularly relevant since within the
next year he succeeded R.D.W. Connor as Archivist of the United
States, and proceeded to implement them, between 1941 and 1948, in
a series of courses, seminars, and publications for and by the staff of
the National Archives. When the Columbia University course was
not re-scheduled because of financial difficulties, Buck had also colla-
borated with a new faculty member at the American University in
Washington, D. C., to establish in its School of Social Sciences and
Public Affairs a two-semester six-credit evening graduate course on the
“History and Administration of Archives.” The faculty member was
Ernst Posner, who thus began his career in 1939 as one of the major
forces in American archival education.®

Trained in the classical German tradition as a historical scholar
Prof. Posher had chosen an archival career, had completed the neces-
sary tdining, and had served on the staff of the Prussian Geheime Sta-
atsprchiv.®  He was in general agreement with the views already ex-
préssed regarding archival training, particularly on the need for “broad
training in advanced methods of research in history and related fields.”
He was also convinced that “the social sciences should be included in
the training program to a larger extent” than they were in most Euro-
pean countries so that archivists would be “better equipped to deal with
modern records,” and that “study of and instruction in the history of
record making and record administration” were as necessary for the
archivist in modern times as was diplomatics for earlier generations.®
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Under Prof. Posner’s direction the American University program
was expanded to include courses on the history of historical writing,
research materials and methods, comparative administrative  history,
administrative history of the Federal government, and administration of
current government records. He continued to direct this program until
his retirement in 1961 as Dean of the Graduate School.” The archives
courses and what had developed into two records management courses
were then transferred to the School of Government and Public Adminis-
tration. and in 19565 the two archives courses were located in the History
Department. Tn coverage they continue to deal with all of the topics
enumerated in 1940 by Buck. with the addition of sessions on archival
interests in records management, records disposal and record center
operations, machine-readable records and data archives, historical edit-
ing, microfilm publication, oral history, and automation angd the cont
1ol of archives and manuscripts. They thus reflect the development and
expansion of archival activity in the past three decades. Academic
credit may also be earned in the American University program for
directed readings on archival problems in the master’s degree program,
and archives administration may be elected as a minor field for the
doctorate in history.

To provide essential training for persons already serving as archi-
vists in other parts of the country, Prof. Posner in 1945 offered a sum-
mer institute in the preservation and administration of archives, in co-
operation with the National Archives, the Maryland Hall of Records,
and, later, the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress. This
institute, with senior staff members of the cooperating institutions and
other specialists as guest lecturers, was offered each summer between
1945 and 1972, except for an experimental advanced institute in  1954.
Accredited originally as a three-week course, the institute was expanded
to four weeks in 1947 to supplement the classroom instruction with in-
ternship projects. In 1965 for a variety of administrative and practical
reasons the internship projects were eliminated, and the institute. speci-
fically designed as only an “introduction” to the administration of
modern archives, was shortened to two weeks, Enrollees with no archi-
val experience have since been encouraged to seek internship arrange-
ments with archival agencies in their own areas. Enrollment for the
first two-week institute immediately doubled, and has continued to
increase each year. When more than one hundred applicants in 1974
had to be denied admission it was decided to hold two institutes in
1972. Over the years these institutes have provided training to more
than 600 persons from every state of the Union and from 23 foreign
countries. In the judgment of one critic, “no other formal training ar-
tivity has equalled these summer institutes in influencing archivists in
the United States.”™

The American University program has also served as a model for
similar programs in other parts of the country. ~The first such program
was begun in 1950 by the Colorado State Archives in co-operation with
the Graduate School of Librarianship and then with the Department of
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History of the University of Denver. In recent years it has consisted of
three quarter courses with emphasis on a general introduction to archi
ves, archival principles and techniques, and types of institutional arch'.
ves. In 1962 a four-week summer institute was added to the I-OUI-an:
it offers five quarter hours of graduate credit for archival studl? N d
studies in regional, state, and local history.” ‘ o

A second program was begun in 1962 in the Wayne St i
sity Department of History. Limited to a small num)ger ?)fa tegggllr:trc;
students, it includes three quarter courses on the historical development
of arghlval and manuscripts depositories, techniques of archival work
and. in the third quarter, inservice training in the University archives "
The only other established program at the university level that extericis
over a full academic year was developed by the North Carolina De-
partinent of Archives and History. This program originate] in a 1948
course at Meredith College in historical presetvation. The archival
portion was later discontinued, but has since been revived as a two-
semester program on the history and administration of archives offered
through the North Carolina State University at Raleigh.®

In addition to these four modest programs a number of one-semes-
ter courses on archives and manuscripts have developed since 1960
Courses are being offered annually, or in alternate years, by Library;
Schoo's at the Universities of Illinois and Wisconsin, and by the Wa-
shington University of St. Louis. For one or more years courses have
also been offered by Library Schools at the University of Chicago, Lib-
rary School, the Graduate School of Library Science at the lsrexel
University, the University of Maryland, the Catholic University, and
the University of Oregon.® During the past year new archival C(;urseq
have been announced by the University of California at Los Angeleé
Graduate School of Library Service, the Sacramento State College, the
University of Texas at Arlington, and Texas Christian University; at
Fort Worth.* There may well be others about which I have no informa-
tion. '

The greatest activity in recent years, however, has been with regard
to short institutes or summer sessions. Summer session instruction in the
administration of archives and manuscript was offered at least as early
as 1940 at the Columbia University Library School, and, in 1942, at
the University of Michigan School of Library Service. The success of
the American University summer institutes inspired a number of simi-
lar ventures. Between 1954 and 1960 a summer Institute on Historical
and Archival N[anagement was offered at Radcliffe College in co-opera-
tion with the History Department of Harvard University. Other institu-
tions that have offered one or more accredited summer institutes, in addi-
tion to those previously mentioned, include the Library Schools at the
University of Texas, the University of Washington, Syracuse University
and Emory University.* And during the past year interest has been ex-
pressed by Professors of Library Science in establishing regular semester
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courses or Institutes on archives administration at institutions ranging
from the Western Michigan University to the C. W, Post College of
Long island University. Apparently, while library school deans and
professors were being distracted by the computer, their ranks were
being infiltrated by archivists, or at least archival sympathizers.

The person chiefly responsible for introducing the accredited
summer session or institute on archives administration into library
schools was Theodore R. Schellenberg. Trained as a historian, Schellen-
berg had been one of the leaders in promoting the introduction of micro-
forms into libraries and had also joined the staff of the National
Archives very early in its history. From Buck he inherited the National
Archives training program, which he used as a vehicle to help deve-
lop a methodology for administering public archives. He was also
involved in the creation of the new field of records management,
which deals with the creation, maintenance, and disposition of records
as tools of the administrator. Out of this experience emerged a

steady stream of published bulletins, circulars, papers, and articles,

culminating in his major work, Modern Archives; Principles and
Techniques, published in 1956. Convinced of the need for uniformity
in methodology, regardless of the type of archives involved, Schel-
lenberg continued to develop his ideas, and to extend them not only
to cartographic and audio-visual records, but also to personal or pri-
vate papers as natural accumulations increasingly in the modern era
exhibiting archival characteristics, and to collections of historical
manuscripts.

From concern with the principles and techniques of collective
arrangement and discription, he moved on to the problems of intel-
lectual control—bibliographic or subject control, if you will and
began experimenting in subject classification and cataloguing of re-
cord items and individual manuscripts. These ideas and the techniques
to implement them he tested in the course of conducting summer
sessions in the Library Schools at the Universities of Texas and Wa-
shington. Following his retirement in 1963 from the National Archi-
ves he continued this activity, which culminated in the publication
in 1965 of his second major work, The Management of Archives.®

That same year, using his new book as a text, Schellenberg con-
ducted a summer course in the Columbia University School of Lib-
rary Service, and two years later he directed summer institutes at the
Library Schools of the University of Illinois and Syracure. He
taught a course during the regular semester at the Catholic University
Library School during the 1968-69 academic year, and continued to
promote the introduction of courses on archives administration in
library schools until his death in January 1970.*

The publication in 1965 of Schellenberg’s Management of A
chives presented a serious challenge to the philosophy of the Bemis
report. which had largely dominated American thinking regarding
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archival- training since 1930. The essence of this challenge is contain-
ed in one paragraph. “Library schools are the proper places in
which to provide archival training,” Schellenberg wrote, “for they
reach the most important class of records custodians, d.e., the librari-
ans themselves. Existing archival training courses have influenced
only a very small proportion of the librarians of this country, and
the training provided in them has usually been too discursive and too
theoretical to be meaningful.” To support his position Schellenberg
pointed out that more than half of the institutions listed in Philip M.
Hamer’s 1961 Guide to Archives and Manuscripts in the United
States were libraries.”

Schellenberg’s decision to abandon the traditional reliance upon
craduate history departments for archival training was challenged,
among others, by Dr. H. G. Jones, at that time State Archivist of
North Carolina. Also trained as a historian, Jones had attended one
of the American University summer institutes and was then teaching
courses in archives administration through the North Carolina State
University,. To clarify the issues involved, Jones and Schellenberg
agreed to prepare papers for a session on “various Approaches to
Archival Training” at the 1966 annual meeting of the Society of
American Archivists.

Jones, in his paper, reviewed the history of archival training in
the United States and readily agreed with Schellenberg that archivists
had thus far failed in their professional responsibility to provide ‘“ade-
quate, regular, and comprehensive training.” But he was not willing
to accept fully Schellenberg’s alternative. To refute the contention
that librarians constituted the “most important class of records cus-
todians” he cited a study by Robert L. Brubaker which pointed out
that of the 800 libraries listed in the Hamer Guide, at least 540 had
in their custody fewer than 1,000 manuscript items. In terms of the
archival unit for total holdings, each of these libraries had an average
of only about on¢ cubic foot of manuscripts, and only about 50 lib-
raries had more than 20 cubic feet of manuscripts. Jones also noted
that manuscript libraries were most often staffed not by library-train-
ed personnet but by historians. '

I3
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Jones agreed that librarians would benefit from having a general
krowledge of archival history, theory, and practice, and that since
many of them were responsible for small bodies of manuscripts, they
should pe taught how best to handle them. He maintained, however,
that such courses could be taught effectively only by experienced
archivists, and insisted that this was a “far different proposal from
one that implies that the professionally trained librarian who s
permilted to take an elective course in archives administration there-
by becomes qualified as a professional archivist.”*
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Iurning to the “desired foundation for archival training and where
the main body of future archivists can best be trained.” Jones restated
the classical view in behalf of a background education in history com-
bined with archival training provided through g¢raduate schools of
history. He questioned both the demand and the need by large de-
positories for librarians who had taken a single course in archives.
Because “practically all archival holdings are historical,” he declar-
ed. the archivist must have a “strong background in history and the
historical method” as well as training in archival history principles,
and techniques. “This training, unfourtunately,” he concluded, “often
is denied to students of library schools.”™

What Jones proposed as a “more practical and desirable solu-
tion” in training archivists was the -introduction, by a limited number
of graduate schools of history in cooperation with the heads of lead-
ing archival agencies, of a three semester of four quarter program
during the first year of graduate study in the “history, nature, prin-
ciples, and practices” of archives administration. The final semester
or quarter would consist of inservice training in the cooperating archi-
val agency. The program would be accredited toward the master’s
degree in history, and he suggested a separate certificate for its suc-
cessful completion.* This proposal. in brief, was an expanded prog-
ram that combined elements of those currently offered through the
history departments at American, Denver, Wayne State and North
Carolina State Universities.

Schellenberg, in his paper, restated his initial proposal, elebora-
ted on his earlier views on the training required by the archivist in
modern times, and gave further reasons why that training should be
offered through library schools. Far from rejecting the historical
tradition, he frankly asserted his belief that “the best basic training
that an archivist can have...is through training in history.” But the
“best” basic training obviously is not the same as the “only” training.
Insisting on the need for standardization as a prerequisite to the pro-
fessionalization of archival work, Schellenberg proposecd an introduc-
tory course for archivists with a series of topics similar to those inclu-
ded in the American University introductory course and its summer
institute. To this he proposed adding an advanced course consisting
of both lectures and demonstrations on arrangement and description,
in his opinion, the “two most important substantive functions of the
archivist.” Technical training was needed to provide knowledge and
skills in preservation, repair, rehabilitation, and photoduplication, and
to courses in' these areas he proposed adding introductory and specia-
lized courses in records management, including data processing, as
well as library science courses, including those in classification, re-
ference tools and reference service, and government documents.®

Schellenberg ackngw]edged that historians, as primary users, had
a real interest in archives, but he warned of “two dangers inherent”
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in having archival training given by historians. In discus-
sing methodology they would “excessively emphasize historical deve-
lopments,” they generally *“are not concerned with methodology,” ke
added, and “are prone to consider techniques either as unimportant
or as a kind of restraint that will stifie scholarly initiative” The
second danger, in his opinion, was that “historicalty trained archi-
vists” would “excessively emphasize the historical work required” in
appraising, arranging, and describing documentary material. *This
work should not be made an end in itself,” he insisted, “it should be
directed to finding out the source of documents, not their meaning.”*

Schellenberg was equally frank with regard to “dangers inherent
in having methodological training given by librarians”. They wouldl
“mistakenly apply the techniques of their profession to archival ma-
terial,” which differs essentially from publications; they “may become
preoccupied with single record items;” and they “may also attempt to
arrange records by subject.” “In order to teach archival courses pro-
perly,” he warned, “librarians must literally change their thinking
about methodology.” The second inherent danger was that librarians
would become “so engrossed with method that they will lose sight of
the scholarly aspects of archival work.” Classifying and catalogu-
ing in libraries had been reduced, in his view, to a “routine proce-
dure,” had become “largely a matter of physically manipulating pub-
lications” according to rules that were “refined to cover every aspect
of the work.” Archival work could not be governed by precise rules,
he explained, since archival material lacked the common attributcs
that would make possible the development of such rules.* Schellen-
berg nevertheless concluded that librarians, provided they recognized
and understood the basic differences between publications and records,
could effectively teach archival courses. Tox proved that library
schools reached a very important class of records custodians. He again
noted the number of libraries listed in the Hamer Guide, and cited
the large number of library holdings reported in the National Union
Catalogue of Manuscript Collections.

Schellenperg then advanced two additional reasons why library
schools stould introduce courses on archives. “Such schools are con-
cerned,With methodology,” he declared, “and they are the only place
in whlch attention is likely to be given to methodological training.™
Furthermore, “through the years librarians have developed an attitude

of service to the public, and they have followed the practice of unstin-
* tingly making available the material in their custody. In regard to their

holdings,” he continued, “they have emphasized cooperation, not com-
petition. Their views, if inculcated in training courses, will greatly
benefit the archival profession. They will promote cooperative effort
in the development of methodology, as well as the cooperative use of
material in the possession of documentary repositories.”®
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The format of the session that featured the Jones and Schellenberg
presentations did not, unfortunately, call for prepared rejoinders, nor
was the general discussion that followed recorded or published. In
some respects the immediate issues with which they were concerned
have been overtaken by events or otherwise modified. The extent to
which new courses have been initiated since 1966, particularly in library
schools, has already been noted. Regarding some of the basic problems
they discussed I do not presume to have a definitive solution, but I do
feel that both tended to exaggerate the merits of their positions, and to
proceed from assumptions that increasingly are less valid.

Since 1963 I have been privileged to teach the courses developed
by Prof. Posner at the American University, to direct its summer insti-
tute, and also to direct the inservice training program developed by
Buck and Schellenberg in the National Archives. During summer ses-
sions in 1967 and 1971 I have also had the pleasure of teaching archi-
ves administration at Champaign-Urbana in the Graduate Library
School of the University of Illinois. My own views regarding archival
training necessarily are conditioned by this experience. They are also
based upon changes that are occurring in graduate study, in the practice
of archives administration, and particularly within the archival profes-
sion. During the past decade T have encountered an over-growing num-
ber of students who have been awarded the master’s degree in history
without having done original research, and the doctorate in history with
no formal training in research methods and materials. This trend has for-
ced many of us to reexamine our assumptions that persons with a back-
ground in history are necessarily qualified to appraise the research po-
tential of records and manuscripts; that such persons are familiar with
research interests, needs, and trends, and that they can best assist the
scholarly researcher because they thoroughly understand the research
process and have participated fully in the research experience. In ad-
dition, we are facing real problems with the documentation, both human
and machine—readable, of science and technology, of causes and move-
ments and of the arts and the professions. Archivists must necessarily
call upon specialists in disciplines other than history to advise them
on the identification, appraisal, description, and use of such materials.

Equally untenable, in my opinion, is the assumption that librarians
are generally incapable of understanding and implementing basic archi-
val principles and collective arrangement and description, and  that
historians generally employ such principles and techniques in the hand-
ling of archives and manuscripts. For every librarian who has applied
subject classification to archival materials, we can find at least one
historian who has removed individual documents from their context in
organized files to build research collections around subjects, periods, or
geographical areas, and who in the process has mixed the records of
several different offices or organizations. At the same time, I have had
in my classes in recent years an increasing number of librarians and
library science students with both training and experience in retrospec-
tive documentary research, and with the liberal education, analytical
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abilities, and intellectual curiosity essential to the modern archivist. We
must re-e)gamine our assumptions and reject stereotypes of historians
and librarians if we intend to solve our training problems.

I would also direct your attention to several related considerations,
Two years ago, in a survey of the membership of the Society of Ameri-
can Archivists, responses were received chiefly by those in the upper
levels of their institutions, judging by reported salaries. Of this group
some 14 percent had no academic degree, and about 35 percent had
no advanced degree. Respondents were requested to designate the type
of institution they served, and the findings here regarding accredited
formal training in archives were even more revealing. Only 64 percent
of those in the Federal government reported having completed at least
one accredited course or institute. The totals in other types of archi-
val institutions were as follows: church archives, 52 percent; college
and university archives, 50 percent; state government, 46 percent; histo-
rical societies (including manuscript depositories), 41 percent, municipal
and local government archives, 30 percent, and business archives, 28
percent.*

A similar survey last year, with a somewhat larger response, revea-
led that only about 49 percent of the respondents had received any kind
of training in archives, manuscripts, or records management.” Our
landscape apparently is rather densely populated with “Mariuses
amid the ruins of Carthage,” essentially unequipped to effectively
master them. In any determination of training needs and periorities
it seems to me that these are the people, already serving in archival
positions, to whom we must direct our major efforts. This is the
reason that after twenty-five years we still continue to offer post-ap-
pointment emergency training for archivists through summer institu-
tes.

Those involved in teaching archives administration are neces-
sarily aware of additional problems. We lack adequate instructional
materialss and we have yet to stabilize our basic terminology and to
secure general acceptance of basic principles. I share with Dr. Jones
the cohviction that the effective teaching of archives administration
reqwites experience as an archivist. Some bf those currently offer-
ipg archival courses have had neither formal archival training nor ex-

.perience in an archival agency. We have no generally accepted stan-

dards by which archival programs may be judged, and our theory
and practice abound in instance of the rediscovery of fire and rein-
vention of the wheel. Few agencies have any formal requirements
for the position of archivist, and too many agencies ignore such re-
quirements where they do exist, particularly in upper-level appoint-
ments. In very few institutions is archival training a prerequisite for
appointment, or a requirement following employment.
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But there are many archivists who share with me the view that
these problems represent so many opportunities to participate actively
in the development of a profession. A reconstituted society of Ame-
rican Archivists Committee on Education and Training is currently
seeking a grant to sponsor a conference of teachers of archival cour-
ses and to finance a thorough study of such courses and institutes.
In addition, a Scciety committee representative of the total member-
ship recently submitted its report after a lengthy study of our needs
during the coming decade, and one of the sections of this report
deals with Education and Training.

In concluding this summary I would point out that as early as
1909 Waido Gifford Leland suggested that library schools might as-
sist in the training of archivists. Out of the richness and variety
of their experience both Posner and Schellenberg endorsed the intro-
ducticn of archives courses in library schools. 1 concur fully in this
endorsement. There are and there need to be various approaches to
archival training—through history departments. schools of library
science. and, perhaps in the future, a specialized schoo! associated
with an institution such as the National Archives and Records Ser-
vice to provide essential advance training. The expanding needs of
our rapidly developing profession are sufficiently numerous and
diverse to benefit from the support we may receive from both libra-
rians and historians. It should be evident that their own professions,
in turn, will benefit from assisting in training archivists to better se-
lect, preserve, and promote the full utilization of our unique docu-
mentary heritage.
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NEW METHOD OF DETERMINING THE SURFACE
pH OF PAPER BY PLANE GLASS ELECTRODE *

TaAaMAS SCHOLZ

S I had stated in my previous paper’ on the “Idea and Role of
pH in Repairing,” it is often necessary in thé course of repairing
valuable documents to determine the surface pH of the paper in
the interest of obviating its deterioration. This task is performed
most simply and most quickly with the help of a plane glass electrode.

.However, we often meet with difficulties during execution. These

difficulties are partly theoretical and partly practical. In the follow-
ing pages I wish to describe a measuring method by the adoption of
which most of the difficulties could be eliminated.

Measurements were carried out with a special Radelkisz pH-meter
(type OP 205) and with a plane glass electrode manufactured by
Radelkisz specially for this instrument. This pH-meter is able to
measure - 0.01 pH values. It is an instrument with infinite input re-
sistance and has an extended scale able to cover ambient temperature
changes. The manufacturer claims the plane glass electrode (type
801) to be suitable for measuring the surface pH of leather and paper.
The glass clectrode is a combined electrode, i.e., it is provided with
reference electrode also. This means a great advantage, since the
distance between the measuring electrode and the reference electrode
is constant. :

The electrode was treated before use according to the prescrip-
tions : it was first immersed in HCl or 0.1 mole/I' for a period of
24 hours, and then kept in deionized water for the same period, chang-
ipg the water after every two hours.

In the course of measuring with the plane glass electrode the
following preblems had to be tackled

() TFhe differences between the moistened paper and the inte-
rior of e solution lead to incorrectness of the results in consequence
of the’appearance of diffusion current. For example, if we wish to

ine the paper surface pH according to the prescribed proce-
, the paper has to be moistened and the measuring electrode pres-
d to its surface. In this case the migration speed of H* getting to

Ahe surface of the electrode and determining its potential is considera-

bly more restrained than in the interior of the solution. This pro-
duces a diffusion potential, the growth of which cannot be determin-
ed quantitatively due to the difficulties of potential calculations. The

*I:‘ree translation, without illustrations, of the paper in Hungarian publish-
ed in the Leveltari Szemle, Vol. XXII (1972), No. 3.

31



32 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

method suggested by Bjerrum® also is not suitable here because a
KCl current-lock cannot be inserted between the contacting surfaces.
In view of these difficulties we had to deviate from the usual methods.

(i) A constant pressure of good reproducibility between the
surface of the wet paper and the measuring electrode had to be ensu-
red, because otherwise the changes in pressure would affect the results
of measurements too.

(i) The salt concentration of the ‘solution’ developed in the
wet paper had to be least 10-° mole/1 in order to ensure good re-
producibility.

(iv) In addition to the above, some other problems required to
be solved during the measurement, e.g., those concerning the quality
and quantity of the distilled water used, the fixation of the measuf-
ing electrodes, etc.

The above problems arising during the investigations were suc-
cessfully tackled, and that helped in evolving a new method affording
satisfactory pH determination.

While measuring pH on paper surface we have to take into con-
sideration the difference between it and pH in the solution. We have
here to deal with a heterogeneous system in which the diffusion of
the ions on the paper is greater than that in the solution. For this
reason we can always expect the occurrence of a diffusion current bet-
ween the wet paper surface and the measuring electrode surface. On
the surface of the glass electrode a multi-molecular layer develops,
into which the H+ ions from the interior of the paper can pass only
through diffusion. The difficulty is increased by the fact that there is
no contimuous liquid layer in the paper. It is obvious that the paper
structure, the presence or absence of filling materials an their quali-
ty. and the treatment of the paper, all have some influence on the
development of diffusion potential. As such, it is not easy to deter-
mine this potential correctly. If we consider also the fact-that the
mathematical calculations for determining the diffusion potential’,}!
are valid only for solutions, we can realise the complexity of the prob-
lem. At the same time, the system has to satisfy several strict theoretical
requirements, which are out of question in the case of heterogenoQus

systems.

Since we had here to determine pH not in a solution but on the
surface of wet paper, we knew that we could do so only through the
measuring method; and we had to choose a process which could eli-
minate the errors caused by measurement on paper surface. We con-
sidered this possible through calibration of the instrument and the
electrode under the same conditions in which the measurements were
to be carried out. In the work of R. R. Coupe, etc.? dealing with
instrumental pH measurement on paper surface, this problem has

not been dwelt upon.
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In calibrating, the method followed by us was tha
the calibration curve not only for the soluticil, as it is usutal ‘l‘;flt a};;gt;zc:
a filter paper of good quality, with low ash centent (MN’ No. 640-D).
We prepared buffer solutions with pH values of 2,48 and 10 from
Merck buffer solutions. We began to check the, glass electrode in
a solution of pH 8, adjusting also the instrument to this value, and
then the pH val_ues of the other buffer solutions too were me’asuted
§ubsequent_ly strips cut from the abovementioned filter paper were
immersed in the })uﬁer solutions and the instrument was calibrated by
measuring on their surface. The curves which resulted were plotted. It
was observ_ed that the rise of the paper curve was mot so steep as thaf of
the curve in the solution. Their intersection in the neighbourhood of
the neutral point proved that the greater the distance of the measured
value from the neutral pH 7, the greater the difference between pH
value measured on the paper surface and that measured in the solution
ﬁ?ﬁglean range Olf 3-9, which is considered in the case of paper, this
di pﬁ ge;;]pdprg?; ;s the 1.0 pH value in the case of the extreme values

Calibration om filter paper was repeated several ti

though there was at least 2-3 ddys ihtg:val between twl%mr;;f;:tt:,
agreed well. In the case of other types of filter paper also, althougl;
the difference was not greater than 4. 0.2 pH, the slope of the lines vari-
ed. This proves that the various types of filter paper do not differ from
gach other, but the quality of their filling material may cause differences
in the shape of the calibration curves. The also proves that the calibra-
tion performed on papers is justified. However, calibration limits the
accuracy of measurement; measurement can be done with an accurac

;:fa?élolfﬂ: grrl e(t)lllsel ;r;u;f:;?'u orfl patper, and thus the advantages of extendecyl

ent canno ili i i
instrument of lower accuracy willnclllo.t be utilized in this case. Here an

The calibration curves in the case of solutions did not show

shift _greatyef'than 0.1 pH, and the shift was parallel in each case. .

Ca)tﬂration carried out this way cannot com imi
. ¢ L pletely elim
differgdces caused by thé quality of the paper to be x%easurg;teh(:gi

evey/ these differences are negligible, and the measu
wetl be considered satisfactory. rement results can

The publication of R.R. Coupe etc. dealing with this subject made

" it clear that besides the constant distance between measuring and refe-

rence electrodes—whtich was provided in our case—con ) ‘
was to be ensured betweeri the paper and the electrode mst:f?:ges rglsxrs?;e
measurement. This problem was solved by the authors in most ogf
dtl‘i‘?" measuremetnts by pressing the paper against the suﬁace'of*‘ﬂig
oK ode by hand. ‘This sohution, however, does not seem satistacto
be cau‘slif the pressure applied in such a way is not uniformly reprd&hg
e. Modsower, it is possible that the pressure exerted may damage the
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membrane of the plane glass electrode. In order to overcome these
difficulties we had a special measuring table with elastic upper strface
made. The surface of the table could be displaced on slides against
the springs provided at the four corners. This surface, therefore, ena-
bled the paper to be measured to exert a constant pressure against the
plane surface of the electrode fixed at a constant distance. A sponge
was stuck to the upper part of the movable table in order to diffuse
the pressure over the whole area evenly. On its top was laid a clear
glass plate which was changed after each measurement.

In order to fix the measuring electrode, a support was devised per-
mitting a horizontal shift of the electrode. The electrode could not
only be shifted horizontally on the paper surface but the measurements
also could be taken with more than one electrode at the same time,
the pressure between the paper and the electrode remaining constant.

Thus, with these two auxiliary devices a reproducible pressure

could be maintained between the paper and the contacting surface of

the measuring electrodes.

According to the method described by Coupe and others, the mea-
surement was always to be done it such a way that the paper in con-
tact with the electrode remained wet. In view of the size of the plane
glass. electrode used by us, wetting the paper created problems in our
measurements because the water remaining on the electrode proved
insufficient to provide conduction between the measuring and the refe-
rence electrodes. At the same time, we observed that the pH measured
on the surface of a drop of water differed from the value measured in
its interior after the drop had been absorbed by the paper.” This dif-
ference expressed in pH values amounted to 0.2-0.4 pH, which means
that the pH measured on the edge or the drop was lower than the
value measured in its interior.

Occurence of this phenomenon could, however, be eliminated by

wetting a relatively larger area of the paper to be measured. In the

course of our measurements we wetted an area of 20-25 cms at least.
Wetting was done always by immersing so that an amount of water
corresponding to the hydroscopic characteristics of the paper was
absorbed. By this method no measurable pH differences could exist
in the wetted area. ‘ '

The distilled water which was used, also caused some problems.

The prescriptions of pH measurements generally advise the use of

carbondioxide-free boiled distilled water. However, in the paper, because
of its porous structure, abundant air is absorbed, and at the same time
the fibrous tissue means a large surface. If relatively little carBondi-
oxide free water is brought on this large surface, then it will
be quickly saturated with carbondioxide because it is in contact with

air on a large surface and, the carbondioxide concentration in it being’
zero, there is a great driving force which accelerates the dissotution of:
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carbondioxide. Because of_ this we giid not use any carbondioxide-
free distilled water, either in the calibration or in the measurement
process. '

It may be mentioned here that in the course of measurements
the water obtained from the deionizer was used, &@s several measure-
ments proved that the differences in them could be kept within limits
only with this water, and not with the ordinary distilled water.

Another problem which arose in the course of measurements,
_related to their reproducibility and the settling time of the instrument.
In the first round the measurements could be reproduced with diffi-
culty as the pointer of the instrument was first “creeping”, and then it
stopped or settled at the constant value very slowly. In other words,
its value changed in time, and the settling time too was very long
(about 2 minutes). The reason for it was this : The reliable working
of pH-meters requires a minimum of salt concentration, say about
10+ mole/l. It can be supposed that in the water used for “wetting
the paper, the concentration of ions in dissolved state did not reach
this minimum. This can be obviated either by diluting the calibration
buffer solution and the AgCl solution included in the measuring elec-
trode, or by dissolving some kind of salt of good conductivity both in
the buffer solution and in the moistening water. Considering the well-
known property of KCI that both of its two composing ions have
identical migration potential, this cannot further increase the high
diffusion potential. At the same time the pH is hardly changed. By
resorting to this method it was observed that the measurements became
well reproducible, the “creeping” of the instrument ceased, and the
settling time became shorter and it never exceeded 30 seconds.

We continued our investigations concerning the results obtained
by the generally accepted TAPPI T 435 No. m-52 hotextraction me-
thod, which we compared with the method developed by us. We
carried out such comparative measurements in seven cases, the results
of which ap¢’ given hereunder.

Denoy wation of the Paper ' ' Measured pH

‘ ' TAPPI On surface
1 w*{tmg paper of 1854 4.9 5.7
(;;,»"Newsprint of 1919 5.2 4.2
(3) Document paper (disinfected)* of 1954 6.2 4.7
' (4) Document paper (without disinfection) of 1954 4.4 4.2
o) Washed paper of 1850%* 5.2 5.8
(6) Unwashed paper of 1850 4 3.8 4.5
(7) Dsionizad water+Kcl of 10-2 mole/lon filter paper 8.6 8.4

*Disinfected with formaldehyde (control of one experiment).
«*Paper washed with Evatriol (control or one experiment),
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From the above results one can see that the pH values measured
by the extraction method do not agree with the values obtained by
surface measurement. Considering the principle, this cannot be expec-
ted because in the course of hot extraction every component dissolving
n warm water and producing H* ions affects the pH, while in the case

of surface determination only the pH of components dissolving  at
ambient temperatiire can be measured.

Another point to be noted is that, in the course of prolonged
warming hydrolytic reactions can take place, specially in the case of
papers of the modern type. Also during prolonged boiling, carbondio-
xide completely evaporates from the solution and only a small part of
it can get back into it during the short period of cooling and measure-
ment; whereas at pH measurements on paper surface, as already sta-
ted, the water present is always saturated with carbondioxide.

The abovementioned measurements, relatively small as they are
in number, do not allow a final conclusion. They, however, show sur-
prising results: in the case of old papers in which neither wood pulp,
nor large amounts of filler were used, the pH values determined by
the warm-extraction method were always smaller than the values mea-
sured with surface method, while in the case of modern papers the
situation was just the opposite. This phenomenon cannot be explai-
ned by such a small number of experiments; it needs further investiga-
tion. Nevertheless, it can be presumed that the hydrolytic reactions of
the warm-extraction process are responsible for this anomaly in the
case of modern papers because in consequence of such reactions the
H* ion-concentration can decrease in the solution.

In view of the above facts it seems justified to make some obser-
.vations concerning the warm-extraction process. But such observa-
tions cannot be made merely on the basis of the results presented in
this paper. As already stated, there is need for further investigation.

Finally, concerning the plane glass electrode, we wish to mention
that great attention requires to be paid to the manufacture of the com-
bined electrode : the sensing part of the reference electrode should be
m one plane with the measuring surface and should not have any

sharp corners.
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PRIVATE PAPERS
TAUFIQ AHMAD CHISHTI COLLECTION
Jati RaM GuUPTA

T HIS valuable collection of private papers has been purchased by
the National Archives of India from Shri Taufiq Ahmad Chisht of
Amroha, Uttar Pradesh, on the recommendation of the Historical
Documents Purchase Committee. It consists of 155 documents in
Persian and Urdu, covering the period 1684-1922 A.D. Most of the
documents are attested copies and bear seals.

According to their nature, the documents in this collection can
be broadly classified as parwanas (orders), wasiqas and tamassuks
(bonds), gabalajat of bai or rahn (sale or mortgage deeds), qabz-al-wu-
suls and rasids (receipts), hibanamas (gift deeds), farigh-Khatis (deeds
of release from demands), yad-dashts (memoranda), hukumnamas war-
rants). pattas (title deeds), bayanat-i-waqi (declarations), Khutut (let-
ters), and arzis (petitions).

The value of the collection lies mainly in the fact that it throws
a flood of light on the political, social ang economic conditions obtain-
ing in Uttar Pradesh in general, and J ais and Nasirabad in particular,
during the period covered by it. We get a glimpse of how the Mughal
Empire. in the interest of efficiency of administration, was divided
into a number of units, the biggest being a suba (province) and the
smallest a mauza or deh (village). The various units and their sub-
divisions were administered by officials designated as nazims, karoris,
mutasaddis, amils, chaudhris, chakladars, mustgjirs, tahsildars, naib-
tahsildars, canungos, ziladars, qazis, muftis, peshkars, kotwals, etc.
The collection also reflects the changes which the administrative set-
up of the countty underwent during the British rule.

Ano: ¢ interesting information which the collection under review
fumisheyfs that relating to the different sources of income of the
state, gpch as lagan-i-zamin (land revenue), abwabs (taxes in addition to
regulp{ assessment), sair (items of taxation such as customs, transit
d;t/és license fees, house tax), tah-bazari (ground rent of market stalls)

e .

The documents also refer to two main types of grants made by

/ rulers and chiefs to their subjects, viz., madad-i-maash and nankar.

The former, mainly in the form of land, was granted as an aid for sub-
sistence- to men of learning, persons of noble lineage and religious
devotees, while the latter was a sort of maintenance allowance in the
form of land or money granted to zamindars, chaudhnis, ganungos,
and others for the services rendered by them in collecting the revenues.
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Apart from indicating the currency in vogue during the period,
the documents shed some light on the prices of immovable properties
dities prevailing in those days. For instance, we

and certain commo
cather from a document dated 29 Safar 1262 A H. (26 February 1846

A.D.) that at that time gram was sold at 30 seers for a rupee and oil

a seer for three. annas. An earlier document dated 22 Rajab 1099

AH. (23 May 1688) records the sale of a house built on land measur-
ing about 34 gaz-i-Ilahi at Jais for ten rupees and seven annas.
ollection throwing side-lights

There are several documents in the ¢
on the administration of law and justice. They reveal that cases were

decided quickly and judgements passed were execu
In the case of serious offences tike murder,

tion) was invariably applied. Besides courts, there Were

whom certain cases Were referred for settlement.

Some documents in the collection also enable us to form an idea
of the relations between the Hindus and the Muslims, the festivities
on the occasion of the birth of a male child, the procedure followed

for adopting a somn, and the extent to which the evil practice of begar
or forced labour was prevalent in

the period to which the documents
belong.

From the brief particulars given above it is amply evident that the
collection of Taufig Ahmad Chishti is an important addition to the
valuable mass of private papers already acquired by the National Archi-

ves of India.

NEWS NOTES
INDIA

National Archives of India

Durin, i
Archivl;i« xz)gf tIl:l%i‘;lx months covered by the present issue, th )
A 10, Min received for custody records of the Railw National
(6.782), Min’istr;rn gftr%x(:grﬁt?t‘j:ﬁ( 12,050 files), SikkimePoIzil:ic‘;allyABoard
& Justice (1,049 files), in addition (2,737 files), and Ministry of Lacy
, iles), in addition to 65 o istry of Law
passed by the various State Legislatures a;‘:lth:sr;ggggdt: ot?;'%thgprm'g
resi-

dent of India, :
o and 1,778 maps of the Hind Series of the Survey of

Some private papers relati
S [ ng to Communi i
eglff(tlgclirig tflrlngeSpl:tr;t II?atyabhakta. Shri Bhlgﬁnlls\}alt;frgo;f ()Ifnd(llilwere
ent some letters exchan i i ona
Subhas Chandra Bose and Sarat Chandra Bo%eedwlgcl?uillllcmgel aﬁftaii
, among

other items the dl'aft Of a le er l.l] th lla ~W.
’. tt iti
Bose I'Ega rdlng t]]E ‘Oa| A ﬁ . ’ (-} ’nd rltlng Of SUbhaS Chandl'a

Shri S. Roy, former De i

of India. g , 10T puty Director of Archi

Rammnd?ﬁa%;ﬁle{% - élclils Department photo-copies ogh:\:f?’lettG o of Rama

Foreign Affairs, °G ressed to Dale Owen and to the I&I:S of Raja

Bangladesh in the f :rﬁl‘nmof %nt kof France. Materials pertlarilms'tgg ?f
-C, ooks and P 0

ved from the Ministry of External Aﬁal;:s‘? sé?,%iﬁn‘ﬁg’ﬁt‘.“és I‘:;g‘.'e recei-

; ia.

Furthe iti
Departmen{. %%dlgci)g_soﬁwlge made to the microfilm collectio
Chandra Bose w 1 strips of papers relating to N n of the
cutta. Microfilm : re received from the Netaji Research Eta]l Subhas
and Sir H. H Risley. ?{f private papers of A. P. Hume s Cal-
T otk wers.acquited. from the Tndia Govermmaent of  Tadty
. AcquI e In : ,
cords;, Lghdon.  Also 8 microfilm rolls of Eeo?ggogg’fggyt lilend I}ng_

Consul#te at Bombay (1838- .
Archives, Washingtoi, 1906) were received from the National

/" Undel its record management plogtamme the Depalmlellt ap’

. th I (I) C f A “]

l/falsed 19,612 ﬁles Of the Indian ( en mpella. ounCil O inc -
]

tural Research (1925-45) and the Central Board of Revenue (1939.46
)s

in addition to 10,613 files of the Ministry of External Affairs. Out of
. 0

these, a total numbe;
antion. r of 13,698 files werg considered fit for permanent

At the request of the Guj |
, jarat State Archi
ﬁ‘;{dz racthi%gkg Iar:g Baroda were inspected ggl;e;’o%ze? °li-current re-
ndia and a report recommending the step: tcfh ﬁel‘t‘:;‘gt
v n
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for appraising the records, etc. was prepared and sent to the State
Government for necessary action. Also the non-current and semi-
current records of the Kashmir Publicity Section of the Ministry o
Information and Broadcasting were inspected with a view to their
eventual transfer to the National Archives.

The reference' media prepared during the period under review
include summary inventories of 3,867 files of the Central Board of
Revenue (1931-41) 2,454 files of the Department of Education (1910-
20), and Home Public Despatches from and to the Secretary of State
for India (1868-70); and catalogues of 870 maps of the congregated
Village Plans (Revenue), Survey of India, and 2,517 documents and
280 seals of the Inayat Jung Collection. Progress was made in the
listing of Persian Correspondence of the years 1802, 1804 and 1805
and in preparing check list of certain series of records ‘The Department
brought out in cyclostyled form Descriptive Lists of Secret Depart-
ment Records covering 1780-81 and 1785-86.

Technical advice and assistance continued to be rendered to @&
number of institutions and individuals in regard to the preservation of
records, manuscripts and books. Among the institutions and organisa-
tions which availed themselves of this service mention may be made of
the Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute Jodhpur; Dev Samaj, Solan;
State Trading Corporation, New Delhi; State Archives of Uttar Pra-
desh and Andhra Pradesh; and libraries of the Universities of Burdwan
and Jammu and Kashmir.

Under scheme I of the Publication Programme of this Department.
the printing of the Fort William—India House Correspondence, Vol. X
was completed and that of Volumes VII, XI, XVI, XVIII and XIX
made further progress. As regards the Indian Archives, No. 2 of
Volume XX covering July-December 1971 was published.

Under its scheme for bringing out the National Register of Private
Records, the Department completed compilation and editing of the
materials received in 1959-60 from Mysore, Orissa, Punab and Tamil
Nadu.

All the fifteen trainees for the One-Year Diploma Course in Archi-
ves-keeping successfully completed their training. Ten fresh candi-
dates selected for the course joined the session which commenced in
October 1972. Also five nominees of State Government etc. were ad-
mitted to the short terms course of training in preservation and photo-
duplication of the records from November 1972.

The Director of Archives, Dr. S. N. Prasad, attended the meetings
of the Executive Committee and the 7th Congress of the International
Council on Archives which were held at Budapest and Moscow respec-
tively in August 1972. In the plenary session of the Congress devoted
to assistance to the Archives of developing countries, the Director of
Archives acted as the Rapporteur and presented a paper on ‘Technical
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A:ssistapc? for Archival Development—The View-point of Developing
Countriés’. Later, at a Seminar in Moscow, he was selected as one of
the lecturers and spoke on ‘Archival Management in India’.

The Director of Archives was also specially invited as a consul-
tant, along with seven other leading Archivists, to a Collective Consul

tation on Archives Planning organised by the UNE :
6 December 1972. y SCO at Paris on

Reg{onal ij‘icet Bhopal :—The Office attended to its normal work
of checking. arranging, cleaning and repairing the records in its cus-
tody. It also went ahead with its listing programme and sorted check-
ed and listed, among certain other series of records, 1,430 files of the
Political Department of the erstwhile Bhopal State (1924-49). As ré-
gards Volume V of the Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers, considerable
progress was made in compiling it. ‘

Policy Resolution in respect of the Records of the Government of India

The much awaited Archival Policy Resolution approved by the
Union Cabinet, was promulgated by the Department of Culture, Gov-
ernment of India, on 11 December 1972. It defines the responsii)ilities
of all offices of the Union Government regarding the management of
records and their transfer to the National Archives, lays down the res-
ponsibilities of the National Archives in respect of the public records
and fixes the limits for public access to those records. ’

Following is the full text of the Resolution.

“There has been a persistent public demand for legislation for the
purpose of proper maintenance and management of the records of the
Union and State Governments, and for grant of reasonable access to
these records, for purpose of research. The Committee on Archival
L egislation, which enquired into the matter and reported on the subject
in 1960, has énter alia made the following recomméndations:— ‘

N ‘Sfeps be taken to amend the Constitution b i i
_ t y making suit
ecntr%r 1;1 It,he Cé)lncurrenﬁi List to enable the framing o% ;, ;izgg
entral Law that would take care both of the Uni
State Archives’. ion and the

. (2) ‘Pending the amendment proposed. separate Archival
' be enacted for the Centre as well as for each of the Staiéas"a.ls

“While an amendment of the Constitution is not considered teasi-
ble at present, it is possible to have a common Archival Law which
will be, applicable to the Union and such of the States as accord their
consent under Article 252(1) of the Constitution. The Government of
India propose to undertake in consultation with the State Governments
suitable legislation in this behalf.  Since such legislation would take
time, it is not considered desirable to delay action on the substantive re-
commendations of the Committee on Archival Legislation, at least

4 —1 Dir. of Arch.[74
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in so far as the records of the Union Government are concerned. Ac-
cordingly, with a view to defining and regulating the responsibilities
of the Ministries Departments and all offices of the Union Govern-
ment for proper custody, care and management of records in their pos-
session, for selection and retirement of records of permanent value to
the National Archijves, laying down the responsibilities of the National
Archives In respect of Public Records in its custody and also those
with Ministries and other offices, and prescribing the limits and condi-
tions governing public access to the records retired to the National

é\erchives, Government of India have approved the measures set out
low:

“(1) These Measures will extend to the records of (i) all the Depart-
ments/Ministries of the Union Government, (i) all Committees and
Commissions set up by them, (iii) the Union Public Service Commis-
ston and (iv) such of the attached and subordinate offices of Ministries/
Departments as may be determined from time to time, but not to the
records of the Supreme Court, the Comptroller and Auditor General,
the Election Commission and the Parliament or of autonomous bodies
set up by the Union Government, including nationalised undertakings
and enterprises. It would, however, be open to any of the above exclu-
ded bodies to seek the assistance of the National Archives in any
matter coming within the scope of the Resolution and to retire their
non-current records of permanent value to it, if they so desired. at any
time, in consultation with the National Archives of India. The term
“records” for this purpose would include documents, rolls, codices,
sheets, files, dossiers, microfilms, photographs, charts, plans, diagrams,
maps, sound recording, etc.

“(2) The Ministries/Departments and other public offices coming
within the purview of this Resolution will be responsible for their
current and semi-current records, periodical appraisal and elimination
of ephemeral records and for orderly and systematic transfer of records
of permanent value to the National Archives.

“(3) The Depatmental Record Rooms holding semi-current re-
cords, should be placed in the charge of properly trained, suitablec and
responsible full time staff.

“(4) Suitable training reorientation programmes should be organi-
sed by the National Archives of India for the officers in charge of the
Departmental Record Rooms and their Assistants, to enable efficient
discharge of the duties entrusted to them.

“(5) The Department Record Officers should be responsible for
the proper maintenance and management of the semi-current records
entrusted to their care, for compilation and periodic revision of Reten-
tion Schedules of the Department, for appraisal and weeding of records
in accordance with the procedure laid down, for compilation and issue
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of Arnual Indexes to Records, for compilation and issue of the Orga-
nisational History of the Department and annual supplements to it,
for maintenance of general liaison with the National Archives, and
for tendering advice generally on all matters pertaining to record
management to all section within the Department.

«(6) Retention Schedule, indicating the periods for which parti-
cular classes or categories of records should be'preserved, shall be
drawn up by the Departmental Record Officers in consultation with
the National Archives and should be got approved by the Ministry/
Department concerned. The schedules should be revised once in five
years to ensure that adequate notice is being taken of the changing and
expanding activities of the Department.

The authority given to Departmental Record Ofﬁcer.to draw up
retention schedules in consultation with the National Archives of India
should not however over-ride the instructions contained in the Manual
of Office Procedure, according to which officers dealing with the records
at appropriate levels will have to take decisions regarding the period
of retention of different records. The function of the Departmental
Record Officer will be only advisory.

“(7) All records and files selected for permanent preservation
should be transferred to the National Archives 25 years after being
closed or recorded, as laid down in the Manual of Office Procedure,
subject to the following limitations : —

(a) Files bearing any security classification should not be trans-
ferred to the National Archives.

(b) The President’s Secretariat, the Cabinet Segretaria't, the Prirr_xe

Minister’s Secretariat and the Union Public Service Commis- .
sion may prescribe a period .longer than 25 years for the
transfer of their non-confidential records.

(© Any individual file or records series may be retained by a

. Ministry /Department or office beyond the stipulated period

- for any reason subject to the National Archives being apprais-
ed of the position.

(d) Classified files remaining untransferred to National Archives
at the end of the stipulated period should be appraised once
in five years with a view to downgrading them and down-
oraded files fit for permanent preservation transferred to the

“ National Archives.

() File once transferred may be withdrawn from the National
Archives by the Ministry/Department or Offices concerned
for a stipulated period, apprising the National Archives of
the reasons for taking such action.
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(f) Fhe administrative Ministries would have sole authority to
decide on the consigning of particular records of the attached
and subordinate offices to the National Archives,

“(8) Records pertaining to a body becoming defunct with no
successor taking over its functions, should be transferred to the National
Archives soon after the body is defunt.

“(9) No records more than hundred years old should be destroyed.

“(10) The Director of Archives will be responsible for the custody,

proper care and management of all records received in the National
Archives of India.

“(11) The Director of Archives may receive public records of any
public office or organisation falling outside the scope of this Resolu-
tion or papers of historical value with private institutions and indivi-
duals, subject to the conditions mutually agreed upon.

“(12) The Director of Archives is required to co-ordinate and
guide all operations connected with public records in respect of their
administration, preservation and elimination, with a view to ensuring
that records of permanent value are not destroyed and are transferred
to the National Archives at the appropriate time.

“(13) The Director of Archives will tender such advice and render
such assistance as may be possible to offices and institutions falling
outside the scope of this Resolution in respect of technical problems
bearing on record management.

“(14) The Director of Archives will be responsible for attending
to ancillary matters, such as archival commissions and committees.
archival publications, compilation of the National Register of Private
Archives and organising exhibitions and for developing general archival
consciousness in the country.

“(15) The Director of Archives will submit a report to Govern-
ment every year on the management of public records, with particular
reference to the actual working of the record management system.

“(16) All non-confidential public records, transferred to the
National Archives, of the period prior to the 31st December, 1945, and
prospectively all such records more than 30 years old, will be open
to bonafide Research Scholars, subject to such exceptions and restric-
tions as may be found necessary by the Departments concerned in con-
sultation with the Director of Archives, National Archives of India.

“(17) The Ministries/Departments and other Offices may, in con-
sultation with the National Archives of India, grant special access to
records not transferred to the National Archives of India.”
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Indian Historical Records Commission

The Indian Historical Records Commission was reconstituted by
the Government of India, in March 1972, for another term of five
years. The salient features of the new constitution are:

(i) The category of Corresponding Members within India has been
abolished, while the Corresponding Members from outside India will
continue.

(ii) The Government of India will nominate upto 20 eminent
historians and archivists on the Commission on the basis of their specia-
lized knowledge of archives, or their original contribution to modern
Indian history.

(iii) The State Governments and Union Territories with no orga-
nised Archives Departments but having Regional Records Survey Com-
mittees, can nominate their representatives on the Commission.

(iv) A Standing Committee of seven members, with the Secretary,
Ministry of Education and Social Welfare (Department of Culture) as
its ex-officio Chairman, and the Director of Archives, Government of
India as its Member-Secretary, has been set up mainly for reviewing
the action taken on the earlier resolutions of the Commission so as to
make the working of the Commission more effective and purposeful.

Standing Commitiee.—The Standing Committee of the Indian
Historical Records Commission held its first meeting on 16 December
1972. 1t was presided over by Shri 1. D. N. Sahi, Education Secretary,

nd attended by Prof. O. P. Bhatnagar, Prof. Satish Chandra, Shri

. G. Khobrekar, and Dr. S. N, Prasad, Member-Secretary of the Com-
mittee. The Committee reviewed the conspectus of action taken on
the earlier resolutions of the Indian Historical Records Commission,
and considered and finalised its comments on the resolutions received
from the members for the 42nd Session of the Commission to be held
at Panaji (Goa) on 5-7 January 1973.

,f?ilehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi

fie following additions were made to the manuscript collections
duri,l; the half year under review:—

J Y Papers of Smt. S. Ambujammal—This small collection of papers

Lovers the period 1931-71. It comprises her correspondence with M. K.

Gandhi, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Jamnalal Bajaj, C. Rajagopalachari
and others.

2. Papers of S. Srinivasa Iyengar—These papers, deposited by
Iyenger’s daughter Smt. Ambujammal, include about 300 letters cover-
ing the period 1922-41. The letters were exchanged between Iyengar
and his friends and colleagues like R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, M. K.

" Gandhi, M. R. Jayakar, Sarojini Naidu, C. Vijiaragl,:;vachariar and
others relating to the activities of the Congress #nd

raj Party.
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3. Papers of K. N. Nambudiripad.—These papers were received in
two instalments. The first instalment of papers of K. N. Nambudiri-
pad consists if 36 letters exchanged between Nambudiripad as the Presi-
dent of Trichur Mandlam Ad-hoc Congress Committee, and the Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru during 1957-64. The second instalment
consists of 24 letters exchanged between him and Lal Bahadur Shastri,
K. Kamaraj, U. N. Dhebar and S. Nijalingappa during 1961-69.

4. Papers of Hon. Sh. O. P. Ramaswamy Reddiar.—This collection
of papers covering 1935-50 consists of (1) Correspondence, ang (2) Sub-
ject Files. The first category includes his correspondence with Jawahar-
lal Nehru, C. Rajagopalachari, Sardar Patel, Rajendra Prasad and
others. The Second category deals with verious matters such as the

situation in Hyderabad, agrarian economy, Communist activities in
the South, etc.

5. Papers of N. C. Chatterjee.—This collection of papers received
from Chatterjee’s son Som Nath, consists of 27 volumes of press-clip-
pings, 24 pamphlets and some speeches relating to the activities of
Chatterjee. More important part of the collection consisting of his
correspondence is expected to be received shortly,

6. Papers of Sir P. C. Mitter.—These papers, covering the period
1930-32, have been donated by Shri S. K. Mitter. They have been
grouped into two categories: The first category contains documents
concerning the Second Round Table Conference and deal with almost
all the issues discussed at the Conference. The second category con-
sists of Sir Mitter’s correspondence with Sir Samuel Hoare. Aga Khan,

Indian Liberal Party Delegation, R. N. Mookerjee, Lord Zetland and
others.

7. Papers of P. Kodanda Rao.—This is a small collection of 104
documents (most of which are speeches) and 3 volumes of Rao’s remi-
niscences. There is also some correspondence with V. V. Giri, Indira

Gandhi, M. K. Gandhi, Satyanarain Sinha and others. Thz papers
relate to the period 1941-71. A

\

8. Papers of P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer—This collection has Been
received from Shri C. G. Subramaniam and comprises 300 documents,
besides a dairy on foreign tour. The papers cover the period 1922-37,
and contain Sivaswamy Aiyer’s correspondence with Jawaharlal Nehru,
Chimanlal Setalvad, S. P. Mookerjee, H. S. L. Polak and others about

improvement in the position of women with regard to their rights of
inheritance.

9. Papers of Mehr Chand Mahajan.—This small collection of
about 50 documents has been donated by Shri Jeet Mahajan. [t con-

tains Justice Mahajan’s correspondence concerning some of his post-
retirement assignments. The papers cover the period 1919-57.
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10. Papers of Shri Jayaprakash Narayan.—This is the first instal-

ent consisting of about 350 files received from the Gandhian Institute
men

i - Though the period covered is 1933-69, the docu-
of Studéis’tl?f,:arpilglsgsorl‘perigd are very few. Mo_st of the ,documen_ts
mentisde a very good source for the study of Shri Narayan’s work in
tl:gvnon-political field in the post-Independence era. The papers are
being arranged and listened.

11. Papers of Syama Prasad Mookerjee.—This is the first instal-

ment of papers of Syama Prasad Mookerjee denoted by his brother

j i 1928-52.
p Mookerjee. The papers_belong to the p_enqd 8
]lsdi)r:tao}rilﬁgge are ﬁlels relating to sub]ects1 ]1keb?ducatlgrrrl‘, mr:rfgégepagz
ilitati minority problem, communal proviem, ¢

ha&) Ihttatlc:g;: They )a,ils% contain copies of the speeches made by S. P.
M usk?r,:ee fn Parliament. The second instalment of these papers is
%{%(l) tc]> be received soon. Along with these papers, some pipe.rs,
lresz-clippings and publications, used by Shri Uma, Prasad Moo gr]ele(
pSh i Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s younger bro.ther) for writing his boo ‘
S‘D? Sj;ama Prasad Mookerjee, his death in detention—A case for
enqﬁiry”, have also been received.

-+ 1sq Sastri Papers—Unlike the first two msta.ln-\ents
whicll'xzérz- (;gn Sr;lirgr‘:)%lam? this th{)rd instalment of papers ode{)mwSeils":xi
Sastri is in original and consists of 163 documents donate gjastri’q
P. Kodanda Rao relating to the years 1911-40. Itdcotrllltams ardiv';z
cérrespondence with G. K. Gokhale, M. K. (}andhx an o1 : %rs rfe%;e dorﬁ'
the use of non-violence by Congress Party in the struggle Tor 1ir .

i is i instalment of papers

_ Hiralal Shastri Papers.——'_l‘hxs is the second insta 'S

£ Sﬁgi g{rrzﬁaizl Shastri and consists of more than :.’,00 QOcuqlents be
?Onamor to the period 1934-66. The papers contain Hiralal’s corres-

ondence with M. K. Gandhi. Sir Mirza Ismail, Pandit Jawaharlal
I%ehru and others.

i i i 600 docu-

V. M. Ghatikachalam.—This collection of .

14 I;&%zrstg fthe Backward Classes League, Madras, and covers

ments égd 1930-71. Most of the documents are letters exchanged by

the pf | Ghatikachalam with Government officials and others in the
zgpfci.ty of Hony. Secretary of the said League.

15. Papers of K. R. R. Sastri—These consist of 19 letters and

“some press clippings. The letters are those received by Shri Sastri

: ini Sastri, P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer, G. P. Ramaswami
t:;(i)rrérV.CS. lggljgggsglachari,, Alfred Marshall, Karan Singh and I\:Ir.s.
Gé):'ldi’li. 'They cover the period 1927-66. - peese=aligpings contain
some. of the articles and poems by K. R4 3

' some
16. Papers of Prof. N. G. Ranga A1 r
of the letters received by Shri Ran ‘,f / Jay ring
1936-63, and copies of some of his oy#
to be acquired in the near future. @

N2 3w N7
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17. Papers of Sir Mirza M. Ismail —These have been received
from Shrj Humayun Mirza. They relate to the years 1920-58 and con-
sist of Sir Ismail’s correspondence with his friends in Indiii and Out-

side. They also include copies of a number of his speeches, articles
and press-clippings.

18. Papers of Ashwani Coomar Banerjee.—These have been dona-
ted by Shri Arany Banerjee. The collection consists of 380 letters
addressed to Shri A. C. Banerjee during the period 1896-1934. The
largest number of letters are from late Surendranath Banerjee. Some
of the other corerspondents are Motilal Ghose, Bipin Chandra Pal.

A. Rasul, Sarla Devi, Aurobindo Ghose, Rabindra Nath Tagore and
Sister Nivedita.

19. Papers of Motilal Roy.—This small collection consists of 26
letters received by Motilal Roy from Sri Aurobindo during 1912-20.

The letters are on microfilm, their originals being with the Prabartak
Samgha, Chandernagore.

20. Papers of Dr. Rajendra Prasad.—This collection of papers on
microfilm (21 rolls) received from the Cambridge University, covers the
period 1934-41, an important epoch in Dr, Rajendra Prasad’s political
career. It includes correspondence concerning vital national issues
and contemporary local problems like the Bihar Earthquacke (1935),
etc. Some of personalities figuring in the correspondence are: Jawa-
harlal Nehru, M. K. Gandhi, S. C. Bose, Pattabhj Sitaramayya, S

Satyamurti, Maulana Azad, M. A. Jinnah, Jayaprakash Narayan, Asaf
Ali and Vallabhbhai Patel.

Archival Activities in the States
' Andhra Pradesh

State Archives.—During the period under report, the State Archi-
ves received for custody 20,724 fiy-leaves, 998 files of the former
Hyderabad Government and 2,642 G.O’s of different Secretariat Depart-
ments, besides several other records of various descriptions including
1,220 volumes of Board’s Proceeding and indexes to office records of
the Collector of Visakhapatam. It appraised 8.649 files of Home and
H.M. & M.A. Departments and selected 92 files from among them for
permanent retention. Listing of 7.500 files of Salap Jung Records
series was completed and steady progress was made in preparing des-
criptive lists of private papers. The State Archives proposes to out
a publication dealing with the economic history of Aurangzeb’s period.
A grant of Rs. 23,000 has been sanctioned by the Indian Council of
Historical Research to enable the State Archives to publish a catalogue
of documents pertaining to the reign of Aurangzeb. 16 full time and
18 parttime Research fellows selected in the previous years under
the Research Fellowship Scheme continued their research in the State
Archives.

oot
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Assam

: ] rd Office—The Office arranged and placed on the
shelvf:icr;gaiéatﬁﬁic?)fd noz?current records received for custoclly from
the various Department of the Government of Assam. 2,253 files were
appraised from among them 1,235 files were weeded m:t.f 2,132'requ‘1-
sitions for records were attended to and 82 books added to the 11brafr_1.
‘Amalgamated Index to the Government of Assam Proceedings for
1966-67 was completed. Fa.Cl]ItleS. were given to six scholars to con;
sult records relating to their subjects of research. The number o
documents reconditioned during the period was 3.295.

Bihar

] te Archives—Dr. Masoom Raza Kazimi, Archivist re-
sume?il,Fifirs gflatigs ?r;c(;ctober 1972 after successfully completing his
tlraining at the National Archives of India. The State Archlves ahc-
quired 1,836 volumes of Gagzettes of the Bihar Government an tle
Government of India. It appraised 745 files of the Home (Special}
Department and attended to 589 requisitions for records. Tlgzs p{;g/::
ration of the manuscript of A Hand Book of Bhagalpur Records (
1855) was completed and it was sent to the press. Facilities weref
provided to 22 research scholars to consult records in the custody o
the State Archives.

Goa

istorical Archives of Goa.—The Department arranged and kggt
in ste[-el‘fsetxfl)rrrllirahs about 7,000 volumes of Community Records and Civil
Criminal and inventory files of the Salcete Court. .It addeq to its
Reference Library about 120 new and valuable historical publications
and rare book on Archives, Art and Archaeology. Besides providing
research facilities to several scholars, certified copies of records were
supplied to nearly one hundred private parties, and queries of a large
number of individuals mainly relating to notorial deeds, inventory pro-
ceedings village community records and quit rent lease records, were

answereg:
Gujarat

.r""t te Archives—The State Archives has been functioning since
(ce‘xgn%:r 1971. It is housed in a rented building. The accommoda-
tion being quite inadequate, a proposal for allotment of Rs. 50 lakhs

- in the Fifth Five Year Plan for construction of a suitable building

and creation of additional posts has been submitted to the State Gov-
.ernment.

(t the request of the State Archives, an officer of the National
Arch?;tes of Il?dia visited the Record Offices at Ahmedabad, Rajket
and Baroda in September 1972 and offered suggestions concerning ap-
praisal of records, staffing pattern, gentrahsatnon and control of records,
the type of building for State Archives, ete.
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During the period undei report the Statc Archives continued to
collect information about the old records and published works lying
scattered in the various district offices. Also it brought over from
certain offices over 1,250 books for the Archival Library which i<
under the charge of a qualified Librarian appointed recently.

L3

Jammu and Kashmir

State Archives Department.—The State Archives Department of
Jammu and Kashmir received from different Government agencies
2,664 files for custody. It complied with 191 requisitions for records,
and indexed 794 files from among the records of the Secretariat. A
fairly large number of scholars were provided facilities to consult re-
cords relating to their subjects of research. 1,573 files, maps. books
etc. were repaired and bound. The process of lamination was intro-
duced in the Department for the first time and more than 150 documents
were repaired by that method. Particulars of more than 1,000 docu-
ments of historical importance located in private custody were furnish-
ed to the National Archives of India for inclusion in the National Re-
gister of Records.

Karnataka

In accordance with the decision of the Government of Karnataka
to set up a State Archives, Dr. S. V. Desikachar took over charge as
Special Officer on 3 November 1972 to work out a scheme and
organise a Directorate of Archives in the State on contract basis for
a period of three years.

Kerala

State Archives Department.—One bundle of cadjan manuscripts
from the district Court, Trichur, pertaining to the year 1879-81. was
acquired during the period under report. A large number of records
of various descriptions were appraised with a view to weeding out the
documents of ephemeral value. steady progress was maintained  in
listing and indexing the non-current records in the custody of the Ar-
chives at Trivandrum, Ernakulam and Kozhikode. Research facilities
were provided to 7 scholars. Considerable progress was made in
repairing and binding old records. The Department participated 17
the All India Exhibition held at Ernakulam in December 1972.

Maharashtra

Department of Archives.—Acquisitions of the Department,during
this period include about 200 documents of 18th and 19th Centuries
relating to Pant Pratinidhi of Aundh, 174 documents of the Moghul
Period. and about 1,000 rumals containing about 10 lakh documents
of the 18th and 19th Centuries dealing with inams, watans and Cor-
respondence of Harihar Pandit family.
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- The question of centralising the records of the erstwhile Kolh
State having been decided. © apur

8.000 bundles of records have been transferred to the State Archi-

z/)e{% Department and placed under the charge of the Kolhapur Record
ce. )

The Descriptive Catalougue of 42,253 documents in P
tar was finalized and sent to the Press. S in Peshwa Daf-

Indexing of 20,191 documents in the Chitnishi section of Pesh
Daftar (Alienation Office) Poona, was completed. In the 1201%;;;
Regor_d Qtﬁce_ﬁnahsa_tlon' of press copy of the Catalogue of paper in
Chitnishi Section registered good progress. The Bombay Archives
c}(i?x%aletedciata,(lloguéng gf 84,320 documents of Holkar Records brou-
ght from Chandwad and made further progress in revising t -
ue of Public Department Diaries. prog tng the catalog

Shri V. G. Khobrekar, Director of Archives an
Maharashtra State, attended the Seventh International %orﬁgigiiglogz
Archives held at Moscow in August 1972. He also visited the India
office Library and Records, London, with the object of surveying papers
relating to Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapur (1884-1922).

Orissa

_ State Archives.—The Orissa State Archives at B

quired 93 volumes of Revenue records, 83 volumes o?uglc;lee;hlv{vgzist:rcs‘
and 27 volumes of Press-List of Ancient Records of Fort St G:eorﬁe
fron‘l. the record rooms of Cuttack and Ganjam Collectorates The
ppb_uc and private records received during 1971-72 were listed. Desc-
riptive lists were prepared of Madhusudan Das records, and prepara-
tion of such lists of Balasore Revenue records made good progress. A
number of rare and valuable books were added to the library Fa‘cili»
ties were given to.12 scholars for consulting the records. beafing on
the subjects of their research. The Superintendent and the Technical
Assjstant visited four District record rooms and prepared lists of re-
cords to be transferred to the State Archives.

Punjab

Punjab _State Archives.—The State Archives acqui i
period 38 books, a few journals and some issue c?fmirgl%c?rltl;lntgne\?se-
papers in addition to the Gazettes of the Punjab Government and the
Government of India. Tt checked and arranged 3959 files, listed 320
files and indexed 2,939 cases from among the Pepsu Records. A sum-
mary inventory for 200 files was also prepared. The office attended
to 20 requisitions from various Government Departments for suppl ?)f
records, requests from 26 parties for the issue of certified copies Y of
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documents, and six enquiries from individuals and institutions involy-
ing search among records. Facilties were given to 21 scholars to
consult records relevant to their subjects of research. Several places
such as Jullundur, Sultanpur, Kapurthala, Hoshiarpur, Fatchgarh.’
Churian and Dera Baba Nanak, were visited with a view to locating

private papers of historical importance. 43 manuscripts and one docu-
ment were unearthed and listed.

Rajasthan

State Archives.—The Rajasthan State Archives at Bikaner check-
ed and arranged (8893 files and bastas from Bharatpur, Alwar,
Kishangarh and Jaipur records series and listed 1,850 files of Dungar-
pur records. 22,529 documents were repaired, guarded and stitched.
The State Archives attended to more than 837 requisitions both from
the State Government and the public pertaining to the records in its
custody. 37 scholars made use of the facilities for research available
at the State Archives and consulted 36,359 documents during the
period under report. The ‘Descriptive List of Vakil Reports’ from

Jaipur records was prepared, and the Agrarian Agitation in Jijolia’
‘was sent to the Press.

Tamil Nadu

State Archives.—The acquisitions of the State Archives include
records of the Public Health and Family Planning, Industries, Labour
and Housing, Revenue, Food and Agriculture, Public Works, Rural
Development and Local Administration Departments for the year
1968 and of the Board of Revenue for the period 1959-61. Also 575
books were added to Library. Forty research scholars were given faci-
lities for consulting records. The work of preparing reference media
was continued and Volume 62 (1758-59) of the Public Despatches from
England was made ready for printing. Two volumes of the Catalogue
of Books registered at the Office of the Registrar of Books, Madras
(1926-30 and 1931-35) were also made ready for the Press.

Uttar Pradesh

State Archives.—During the period under report 690 volumes
11,922 files and 318 bundles were checked and arranged, and 2,906
items were listed. 13 scholars were provided with facilities for research
among records in the custody of the State Archives. 636 pages of ex-
cerpts taken by them were scrutinised and released for their use. Also
154 photocopies of records were prepared for them. On the preser-
vation side, 6,040 sheets were laminated, 722 sheets were repaired with
chiffon and tissue paper, and minor repairs were done to 3,438 sheets.
The number of volumes bound was 78. Dr. K. P. Srivastava, Keeper
of Archives, attended the International Congress on Archives held at
Moscow in August 1972 as a member of the Indian delegation.
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West Bengal

State Archives—The State Archives of West Bengal received for
custody 1,870 A and B Proceedings, some registers and several issues
of the Calcutta Gazette. Appraisal of noncurrent records of the vari-
ous Departments was carried out with a view to weeding out the
records of ephimeral value. Steady progress was nuaintained in the
preparation of the press lists, indexes and descriptive lists of various
records series. This State Archives attended to 1,589 requisitions for
tecords, and undertook 76 search cases in connection with the supply
of information or copies and extracts of records to private individuals,
49 scholars were provided with facilities to consult records relating to
the subjects of their research. In order to remove insect infestation,
some old files and proceedings volumes were fumigated with paradi-

_chlorobenzene and other with Thymol. 10,100 pages of proceedings

volumes were repaired and 117 volumes bound. The Keepers of Re-
cords in charge of the two Sections—Current and Historical—were re-
designated as Chief Archivists with effect from 1 September 1972.

INTERNATIONAL
Seventh International Congress on Archives

The Seventh International Congress on Archives was held at Mos-
cow from 22 to 25 August 1972, It was attended by member-archi-
vists from all over the world. In September 1970 the Organising
Committee of the Congress had decided to request certain eminent
archivists to prepare for the information of the members of the Cong-
ress reports on subjects like “Interconnection and Continuity of the
Work of State and Departmental Archives”, “New Archival Techni-
gues”, “Information Instruments of Archives at the Service of Science”,
“Technical Assistance for Development of Archives,” “Archives of
Literature and Art”, “Archives of Architecture”, “Archives of Motion
Pictures, Photographic Records and Sound Recordings”. In Tesponse
to that request reports on these subjects were submitted by Mrs. N. B.
Volkova and Messers. F. I. Dolgikh, F. Biljan, W. Kothe, J. R. Ede,
S. N. Prasad, M. Le-Moel and J. B. Rhoads. These reports were read
and discussed at the Seventh International Congress on Archives.

The Congress considered and discussed in the spirit of mutual

. understanding, cooperation and goodwill the most important problems

in the development and management of archives. Desiring to raise
archival standards in the interest of the development of economy. cul-
ture, science and well-being of the respective states and peoples, it
adopted several recommendations and suggestions, noteworthy among
them being the following : —

(® The relationship between state ‘a.nd departmental archives
should be based on legislative Acts requiring the control of the latter
by the former.
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(i) Records centres should be set up for provincial keeping of
documents of the institutions concerned till their transfer to state (natio-
nal) archives.

(ii) The personnel of archives should have appropriate training in
the selection, arrangement and referencing of departmental records.
Opportunity should also be provided for training in such disciplines
as the management sciences and computer techniques.

(ivy In order to enable archives to continue to be the living me-
mory of the people, the archives of machine-readable records (“data
archives”) should be an integral part of the respective national archival
administrations.

(v) The principal efforts of the ICA should be concentrated on
stimulating and supporting regional cooperation and local initiative.

(vi) The archival component of UNESCO’s programme should
be allocated greater resources.

(vii) The governments of developed countries should make availa-
ble to the developing countries on the most favourable terms microfilm
copies of archival sources relating to their history.

(viii) The governments of developed countries should consider
the possibilities of returning to the developing countries those original
documents that are included in their patrimony.

International Archival Development Fund

At its meeting held at Moscow in August 1972, the Executive
Committee of the International Council on Archives inaugurated the
International Archival Development Fund (IADF) and adopted a
structure of small regionally-oriented rapporteurs as part of its inter-
nal operating machinery. The IADF would be the agency to pro-
vide actual technical or financial assistance and support the approved
projects for the development of archives in various developing count-
ries throughout the world. Apart from the funds placed at 1its disposal,
the TADF would try to attract assistance from other international
agencies.

In order to present viable high priority proposals to prospective
aid-giving agencies, it has to keep ready a sufficient number of schemes
for archival development in various regions of the world. These
schemes have to be prepared by six regional rapporteurs—one each fo
Latin America, Anglophone Africa, Frankophone Africa, Arab count-
ries, South-East Asia, and South-West and South Asia. Dr. S. N. Prasad,
Director of Archives, Government of India elected as one of the rap-
porteurs, represents the South-West and South Asia region, including
countries like Turkey, Tran, Afghanistan. Pakistan, Sri Lanka. India,
Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh.

The first meeting of the IADF will be held at Darmstadt in the
Federal Republic of Germany in May 1974,
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Conference on Documentation in West Africa

Under the auspices of the International Association for the Deve-
lopment of Documentation, Libraries and Archives in Africa. the
Conference on Documentation in West Africa was held at Abidjan
(Ivory Coast) from 11 to 17 September 1972. It was attended
sentatives from ten African countries
by UNESCO.

) by repre-
besides a representative sent

During the plenary sessions, the participants described the present
state of documentation, libraries and archives in their respective count-
ries. Thereafter the recommendations prepared by the working groups
on documentation, libraries, archives and training of personnel? were
adopted by the Conference. Some of the important recommendations
related to the creation and development of archives services, rura‘l
libraries, and publishing houses. The training of professional staft
was considered particularly important and the Conference decided to
request UNESCO to organize two symposia during 1973-74, one for
English-speaking and the other for French-speaking Africa.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

National Archives and Records Service

Important among the recent accessions of the National Archives
are files of the Office of European Affairs (1942-47) of former Direc-
tor H. Freeman Apatthews, and files (1935-47) of former Deputy Direc-
for John D. Hickerson, containing memoranda letters and reports;
records relating to U.S. participation in the European Advisory Com:
mittee (1943-45), including files of Philip E. Mosely, U.S. Political Ad-
viser to the Committee; and files relating to the 1944 Bretton Woods
Conference, containing background, arrangements, pressclippings and
release, and a certified copy of the Final act of the Conference. Most
of these records upto 1945 are open for research.

Presidential Libraries

Herbert Hoover Library.—Papers of William B. Anderson, Felix
Morley and L.W. Wallace were received in the Library in addition to

~the oral history collection which includes interviews with several indi-

viduals closely connected with the late President.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.—The Library obtained from the
Public Record Office, London, a microfilm copy of minutes and me-
moranda of the War Cabinet, 1939-40, along with several other papers
of various descriptions.

Harry S. Truman Library.—The Library acquired the papers of
Ad;mra_l Robert 1 Dennison, naval aide to President Truman, 1948-53,
which include material relating to the merchant navy and veterans
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hospitals etc. Additions to the oral history collection comprise inter-
views with several individuals closely connected with the late President.

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library.—The Library received the papers
of General William L. Lec, a Key figure in organising the Philippine
Army Air Corps (1935-38) and Commanding General of the 49th
Bomber Wing (H) in the Mediterranean theatre of operations, besides

various other papers including the correspondence of Mrs. and Gene-
ral Eisenhower.

John F. Kennedy Library.—Recent acquisitions of the Library
include papers of James P. Warburg (1920-69) relating to his banking
career, the 1933 World Economic Conference, the Commission to
study the organisation of Peace etc.. and the transcript of the Colum-
bia Oral History Project interviews of Warburg.

CANADA
Public Archives of Canada

The Public Archives of Canada celebrated its centenary this
year. In the opening speech of Centennial Exhibition. “Mirror of
Canada Past”, the canadian Prime Minister stressed that a special
effort should be made by the Public Archives of Canada to render its
holdings more accessible to researchers and general public.

UNITED KINGDOM
Public Record Office. London

The records selected to be retained permanently in the custody
of the Public Record Office. occupied, by the end of 1972, about
38.000 feet of shelving of which 125,000 feet are at Chancery Lane.
162.000 feet at Ashridge, 29,000 feet at Portugal Street, 50.000 feet
at Hayes and 15,000 feet at Porchester Road. Nearly 8,000 feet of
additional space was made available by the conversion of a former
kitchen block at Ashridge.

Some important records of the Second World War and of 1871
census were thrown open for research. These records proved a source
of ereat attraction to researchers and their daily attendance in the
PRO search rooms rose by about 14 per cent.

There is an increasing trend among graduates in England tg
take up a career in Archives. Two more universities—Dublin ang
Aherdeen—have started fresh courses of Diploma in Archival Studies
whereas the other universities have increased their intake for 1972-73.

NEWS NOTES 61
British Museum

Prof. Daniel P. Waley, Professor in Economic History at the
London School of Economics, has been appointed as Keeper of
Manuscripts in the British Museum.

India Office Library and Records

During 1971-72, the use of the Library and the Record Office
remained at about the same level as in th previous year, the num-
ber of signatures in the Visitor’s Book being almost the same, though
the number of new readers registered was 554 which was slightly
higher. Requisitions for original records for use in the Reading
Rooms showed an increase of 24 per cent. The Years’ accessions
included, besides, drawings and prints and several small collections,
two major collections concerning British business policy in South as
South-East Asia—the papers relating to the Burmah Oil Trading
Company’s ‘Denial Claim’ and the papers of the India, Pakistan and
Burma Association. The Conservation Department continued to
study the causes of decay in paper and the new techniques of repair
and lamination, and trained a growing numbers of students. The
Library made nearly ready for the press catalogues of printed books
in Pali and Panjabi, and planned the preparation of a catalogue of
books in Marathi. Of the detailed guides to about forty categories
of original records, proposed to be prepared and published, one deal-
ing with the institutions of the East India Company ang the India
Office was made ready for the press. Volumes II and III of the
Documents on the Transfer of Power, 1942-7 were published during
the year carrying the documentation to mid-June 1943.

On the retirement of Mr. S. C. Sutton on 23 September 1972,
Miss Joan C. Lancaster succeeded him as Director of the India Office
Library and Records. Miss Lancaster joined the staff of the India
Office Records in 1960 as Assistant Keeper and became Deputy Lib-
rarian and Deputy Keeper of the Records in 1968. :

NEW ZEALAND
National Archives of New Zealand

J. D. Pascoe, Chief Archivist who died in October 1972, has
been succeeded by Judith Hornabrook.

Among the recent accessions of the National Archives mention
may be made of T. P. Shand Papers and papers of the former Prime
Minister late Sir Walter Nash. The records of New Zealand forces
in the World War I have been finally arranged and that makes availa-
ble for research a large variety of material hitherto unknown.

5-—1 Dir, of Arch/74
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RHODESIA

National Archives of Rhodesia

After the retirement of T. W. Baxter, the Chief Officers of the
National Archives of Rhodesia are E. E. Burke, Director, R. W. §.
Turner. Deputy Director, and C. Coggin, Senior Archivist.

Three Satellite repositories have been set up to cope with the ir-
creased flow of records. An oral historian has been appointed to execnte
the oral history programme launched in 1969 in order to supplement
the written material already found in the custody of the National

Archives.

A Guide to the Public Archives of Rhodesia, Vol. 1, 1890-1923
edited by T. W. Baxter, was published in 1969 and A Guide to the
Historical Manuscripts in the National Archives of Rhodesia by
T. W. Baxter and E. E. Burke appeared in 1970.

BOOK REVIEWS

The Rajput States and the East India Company by Dr. Sukumar
Bhattacharya (Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1972; pp. 278;
price Rs. 35.00). ° ’

THIS work is a valuable contribution to the modern history of
Rajasthan from the close of the 18th century to 1820. Utilizing
all contemporary official documents and works, published and un-
published. The author has described how all the states of Rajputana
were on the verge of extinction due to the ceaseless rapacities of the
Miarathas, the Afghans and the Pindaris, and how desperately they
sought the protection of the East India Company which was rising
as a great power in Ind'a. But the treaty of Salbai in 1782 left the
Mz}r‘nthas freq to molest the Rajput territories without any fear of
British opposition and intervention. The frantic efforts made by the
states for enlisting aid and alliance of the English against the Mara-
thas were in vaip. The Governor-General did not reEpond to the ap-
peals of the Rajas for help. because the Company was then following
the policy of non-intervention. The attitude of the political officers of
the company was consistently polite and sometimes even sympathetic,
but it was not considered desirable to offend the Sindia and the Hol-
kar, who, with the Pindaris as their auxiliaries. were relentlessly
devastating the states. When Lord Wellesley came as Governor-
General, the task before him was to secure and consolidate the Conr-
pany’s dominion in India, for which it was first necessary to curb the
Muratha power. This led to the second Anglo-Maratha war which
necessitated the alliance of the Rajput rulers against the Marathas
Wellesley, therefore, abandoned the policy of non-intervention.
Treaties of subsidiary alliance with Jaipur and Jodhpur were
concluded and the states looked forward to an era of peace and order
but the circumstances changed and the Company saw that it was not
in their interest to observe the treaties. Hence excuses were concoc-
ted and the treaty with Jaipur was abrogated and the Jodhpur treaty
was not even finalized. When Wellesley left, the Rajput states were
as helpless as they were before. The sixty—seven-yeaf-old Cornwallis
who succeeded Wellesley. and George Barlow, who worked as Gover:
nor-General after his death, revived and clung to the policy of non-inter-
vention and left Rajputana to the mercy of the greedy Marathas. 1In
fact the Company’s peace with the Marathas meant ruination of the
Rajput states. Lord Minto (1807-13 A.D. also made no
denarture from the policy of aloofness. Thus, during the period of
8 years, from 1805 A.D. when Wellesley resigned, to 1813 A.D. wher
Lord Hastings assumed the office of the Governor-General, the Rajput
states suffered from ceaseless depredations and devastations at the
hands of the Sindia, the Holkar, Amir Khan, the Afghan free-booter, and
the Pindaris, If the policy of aloofness had continued for an&ther
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decade or so. the states would have been practically effaced from the
map of India. Lord Hastings thought that the treaties with the Sindia
and the Holkar concluded in 1805 had become invalid, because  the
Marathas were encouraging the Pindaris.  Simultancously (he Gover-
nor-General planned to establish political relations with the  Rajput
states, In 1817-1€ all the states signed the treaties of subordinate
alliance and lost their independence but saved themselves from extine-
tion and obtained a new lease of life which lasted till some years after
the Independence of India.

The author has. in his lucid and flowing style. allowed the main
actors mostly to speak themselves. which makes the narrative very
interesting, dramatic and lively. The work would have been richer
and fuller if contemporary papers of the big states were available to
him. But the archives of the various states. collected at Bikaner. have
not yet been fully classified and catalogued, The book is well got-up.
The picture presented is based mostly on the Company’s records and
the works of contemporary British political officers. and is there-
fore naturally one-sided. The Company saved the states from the
marauders but squeezed them relentlessly and gained considerable com-
mercial. financial, political and military advantages by the treaties of
1817-18. The book gives a succinct and a very readable and well-pre-
sented account of the British policy during the period which culmina-
ted in the treaties, ushering an era of peace, order and progress.

M. L. SHARMA

Biography of an Indian Patriot : Maharaja Lakshmishwar Singh of
Darbhanga by Dr. Jata Shankar Jha (Maharaja Lakshmishwar
Singh Smarak Samiti, Patna. 1972: pp. 1-XI. 363; price Rs. 30.00).

HE Maharajas of Darbhanga are noted for their munificence.
L Their contribution to the well-being of the country is prover-
bial. Maharaja Lakshmishwar Singh was the pace setter in this direc-
tion. He preferred a life of activity to that of a comfort-seeking landed
aristocrat.

The Maharaja. unfortunately. had a brief span of life—he died at
the age of forty; but he made his life meaningful by his energy. vigour.
learning and kindness. The story of the political, economic and social
changes in the Tndia of his time is incomplete without a reference to
him. Although an aristocrat and a Maithili Brahmin of a high order,
he unreservedly associated himself with the forces of progress ip his
days. He aided the Indian National Congress and the industrinl
erowth of India with zeal and courage. His efforts for modernizing
Bihar were remarkable.
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In.the book under review Dr. Jhu_gi\{es a complete account of
the eventful life of the Maharaja. Lucid 1'n_style, the wprk is indica-
tive of the author’s skill in utilising a prodigious mass of source mate
rials and making an excellent narrative out of that.

P. K. GHOsH

. , emule icide i dia by Lalita Pani-
coon Social Policy and Female Infanticide in In by :
o ”";’:um (Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1972; pp. XV +204;

price Rs. 30.00).

nograph deals with nearly a century of
florts to eradicate female infanticide from
eginning in 1795 t'ollovying a fortu@ous dis-
s of suspended animacglor}i thti:]se itlilorts cul-

‘o in c 70. It was only gradua at the comp-
iTe])l(lll? tegmlin et:?(et}erﬁbzfofhigpractice and the ineyit_ablg ticklishness. of
doini,: away with it were grasped by the ‘administrators. Ecological
ariations made a uniform policy impossible. Varying degrees of
ber asion and coercion seemed necessary. Differences in the persona-
ﬁf;s:t‘;uctures of the administrators who were called upon to grapple with

the problem also ruled out a uniform policy.

HIS descriptive mo
T intermittent British €
different parts of India. B
covery, and surviving spell

bolition of female infanticide was a significant event. It
revegg ;eb?haps more than other acts of social legislation did, the

extra-politico-economic dimension of British imperialism. It reflect-

d the concern of a ‘belligerent civilization’ to introduce in a strange
c » .

land at least the rudiments of social awareness and sensibility as the
Britishers understood them.

:srahi describes with a certain wealth of details the series
f dggiol;ill?é%rt:htlhat led to the Act of 1870. She also describes how.
o Act was put into operation in the N.\_N.P. where the problem of
;he ale infanticide was particularly recalcitrant. It was late as 1906
fﬁzltd &e Act was withdrawn after it was felt that it had successfully

achieved its object.

owever, has serious limitations. It contribu-

; anding of the fascinating phenomenon of
tes little ;0 ggiﬁie““d?;f it isg an intellectually fascinating phenome-
female Xn%n we are far from having understood it properly. The
o al explanation of female infanticide is convincing within
gpngttxonlt may account for the origin of the practice. But in many
ase s.‘i fails to account for its persistence. Dr. Panigrahi, it seems—
?gfe:h; nowhere says so, accepts the functional theory of female in-
fanticide. Or else she is unaware of the importance of this aspect of
her study. This suspicion is suggested by her description of the varie-
ty of practice (sce pages 6-14 and 17?:82) without accounting for .the
variety. At one place she wonders: “It looks strange and incredible

The monograph, h
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indeed that in a society in which people sold their daughters  for
bride money, the practice of killing them was rampant.” But, incredi-
bly c':nough,“ms_tcad of following the point further. the next sentence
conciudes: “It is therefore  not at all surprising (o know that the
ﬂ(éz:ill;}Vcslcm Provinces were regarded as the most criminal region of

Of u picce with this narrative, even credulous, approach is the
use of emotive words like ‘more-revolting’, ‘most shocking munner’
and “atrocious crime’ for describing the practice of female infanti-
cide. It may comfort the soul of an Action, but such an approach to
4n_intellectual enquiry can never light arcas of darkness. May be
it is this credulity and emotional involvement that explain the Anglo-
phil bias of the entire narrative.

It is a pity that this little monograph. uscful for it descriptive
value, Is marred by printing errors, absence of uniform referencing
and failure to give English equivalents of many vernacular terms.
Despite all this, the monograph is a useful addition to the literature
on the subject with which it deals.

SUDHIR CHANDRA

Selected works of Jawaharlal Nehru, Volume Il (Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Fund, 1972; pp. 469; price...... )

IN 1920 and 1927 we were full of faith and confidence. We did
not sit down to debate and argue. We knew we were right and
we marched on from victory to victory”. So read Jawaharlal Nehru's
Presidential address to the U. P. Conference held in Varanasi on 2
October 1923.  Yet within a year this air of euphoria had vanished
and for one who had thrilled at the idea of fighting for the right, and
fighting in a manner unique and glorious, there followed a period of

complete disenchantment.

The second volumic of the Selected Works commences with the
year 1923 when the crucial question before the Congress was  to
decide about the proper attitude to be adopted to the  forthcoming
general elections for the Legislative Councils, On this problem the
Congress split into two factions of Non-changers and Pro-changers as
a result of which all its energics were “diverted to combatting and
checkmating our erstwhile comrades in the rival camp”. The key
role of a mediator that Nehru played with such consumate skill,
marks his entry in the inner-sanctums of Congress politics, a role he wag
destined to play again and again in the years to come.

In the midst of the Congress squabble Nehru had an experience
in the Sikh princely state of Nabha which was to leave an indelible
impression on his mind. It was after this that Nehru began to take
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interest.in the problems of Indian States and to identify himself with
the welfare of the States’ people. While “on peaceful mission of en-
quiry for a couple of days”, he was artested at Jaito on 21 September
1923 and paraded handcuffed and chained through the Streets. — All
this peeps out of the various letters he wrote during this period.

»

In the April of 1923 Nehru was elected Chirman of the Allahabad
Municipality, much against his wishes, Here was an outlet for his
pent-up energy, infusing the moribund institution with purpose a1'1d
meaning. No subject was too petty for his atlention so long it was
directed to the betterment of the city and the people of Allahabad. The
volume under review has culled together several of his memoranda and
notes on issues big and small-passenger tax, water works, electoral re-
forms, adult franchise, treatment of prostitutes, education, recoqsr_tuCi
tion of road, improvement of Trust Enquiry _Committee, Mumcq')a“
programme, to mention only a few. Before his term of three ‘yea(;f
was over, he resigned on 28 January 1925. When pressed l‘)‘y friends
to continue as Chairman at least in name, he expostulz_ltedl I %anm;{
be a paper functionary. I must either do my work efficiently and we

sr make room for another”.

as Nehru was in the Municipal work, he was simultane-

Ously] 'mlvgg the General Secretaries of the Indian National Congres‘s
and President of the United Provinces ?rovmagl Congress Committee,
and just as he sought to infuse the spirit of national service into muni-
cipal work, he storve to strengthen the Congress and “not to rest, t!lxu
we have achived our goal” of Swaraj. The second section of the
volume incorporates selected letters, reports and addresses whif:l? !.)rl;]‘g
out vividly his views and attitudes on a variety of problems llle.t't e
strengthening of Congress organisation and volunteer corps, collection,
funds, attitude towards foreign

. d expenditure of Congress . A .
custody an & (Fnegress Departments and the Indian National Service,

n » . .
%ﬁ::-g aKhaddar dispute, Punjab relief fund, Akali movement, Opium
traffic, communal disturbances and the like. In a message to The

he identified the ill that had dogged the footsteps of the
;::;lcue’:te er:ationalism. He wrote, “India’s greatest weakness has been
for long and is to-day her lack of discipline. Without discipline tl}:a
wisest of policies and the best of programmes are doomed to failure”.
His report on the Hindu Muslim trouble at Sambhal on 12 September
1924 is an example of his incisive mind and clear unbiased thinking.

Wwith Kamala Nehru’s tubercular infect_ion taking a turn for the
worse. Nehru’s rather lean period in public life came to an abrupt end.
Welcoming the opportunity to get away from the depressing atmos-
phere of Indian politics, he confessed in a letter to Padmaja Naidu on‘
29 January 1926, “I am certainly looking forward to the visit t(l,
Europe but [ am full of apprehension. It is quite likely that when
get there T shall be looking backward to India......India is so like a

woman, she attracts and repels.”
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Whiie in Burope he anxiously watched the developments ag home.
This emerges clearly from some of the letters he wrote to Syed Mah-
mud included in Section 4 of the volume, The highlight of Nehru’s
European sojourn was an anti-imperialist conference he attended  in
Brussels as Congress representative in February 1927. Reproduced in
the volume is the entire set of papers of Nehru's press statement, his
speech at the Conference and his report to the Indian National Cong-
ress. It was here that he came in contact with “‘the various types of
humanity represented in the Congress,” believing in varying ideologies
of Communism, Socialism and radical nationalism. He was particular-
ly struck by the Chinese struggle, and he realised that whatever “‘the
outcome, in China—peace or war it is clear that India will be deeply
affected thereby, far more even than by the war of 1914-18”. He fol-
fowed up this interest by writing for The Volunteer in April 1927 on
the Situation in China and India’s Duty.  Nehru’s interest in Com-
munism and internationalism was perhaps the most striking feature of
his presence at Brussels. His visit to Moscow later widened his un-
derstanding of the Communist ideology and the Soviet Union.

Back in India, Nehru wrote some 16 articles of his random sket-
ches and impressions on Soviet Sociely which were published in the
Indian press. These were later published in a book from in 1928.
Section § of the present volume brings within easy reach these writings
of his on Soviet Russia.

Nehru’s own writings and speeches, AICC papers, U.P. Govern-
ment and State Archives, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, the Jamia
Millia Islamia and the private collections of Shri Jamal Khwaja, Dr.
N. S. Hardikar, Shrimati Padmaja Naidu, Shrimati Vijayalakshmi
Pandit, Dr. Syed Mahmud and Shri Sri Prakasa, have contributed to
the compilation of this volume. The Leader, The Hindu, The Bombay
Chronicle, The Tribune, The Aaj and Young India are some of the
news papers used for reprinting letters and reports first published ip
their columns.

A truly magnificant work is this volume, considering the sources
that have been tapped. The production is excellent and the editing is
uniformly adequate. IHustrations  highten the value of the book.
Indeed every library and Research centre dealing with modern Indian
studies would be beholden to the Nehru Memorial Fund for bringing
out this rich source material in handy volumes. If the two volumes
so far published are any index, the volumes yet to come should give
us an insight into Nehru’s many facetted personality and his crucial
role in the political history of India in the 30s and 40s.

D. G. KESWANI
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