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OFFICIAL ARCHIVES IN NEW SOUTH WALES :
A PROBLEM AND A SOLUTION

G. D. RICHARDSON

N New South Wales, the Archives Act of 1960, in force since [gy
qu?e 1961, is now in its tenth year of operation, ‘
provisions the Act is unique to Australia and uncommon  amongst
archival legislative Acts elsewhere. [t represents o long delayed attembt

at a solution to a problem which embraced not only the m
whether there w

In some of its main

ajor question
as to be effective control of the official archives of the State
but also the lesser question of who was to exercise that control. On the
whole it has been a successtul attempt. The purpose of this paper is briefly
to describe the problem and to examine the solution. ’

'New South Wales, the mother State of Australia, celebrated in (970
the bxc.:entenary of its discovery for Great Britain by the illustrious navigator
Captain James Cook. [ts public records, however, properly start with the
first European settlement in January 1788, although the earliest records
were those brought by the founding expedition to the new -
Sydney, rather than those created in the colony itself. From
a pénal settlement in a remote and otherwise unsettled, thou
habited, continent the colony early developed a traditibn of
government, originally despotic and military in authority. |

settlement at
its nature as
gh not unin-
strong central

. By contrast, the local government was not
It remained relatively weak as the almost artifici
government in a State now having
area of 309,000 square miles.

only slow to develop but
al creation of the central
a population of 4,500,000 people in an
(This is roughly equivalent to the population

earliest settlement were thuys of signal importance in the

colony, as they became later for their historical signific
. - TS

a.tlamed responsible government in 1856 and became

six States of the federated Commonwealth of Australia

administration of the
ance when the colony
the wealthiest of the
in 1901,

Moreover, the British settlement beg

was itsell” displaying renewed interest in the care of jts own records :
first Select Committee report on the s "

only 12 years later, in 1800, a ye
Australia was still only a little more than 5,000.

an when the British government

the
tate of the public records appeared

In short, it is g truism that.

ar in which the total settled population of
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the history of New South Wales, and indeed of the whole of Australia, has
been exceptionally well documented in public records over the whole period
from the first settlement.

There were losses, of course, from special causes such as the rebellion
during the period of Governor Bligh in 1808 and from deliberate destruction
of evidence regarding the convicts; besides Arthur Agard’s classic *“‘fower-
fould hurte that by negligence may bring wracke to records, that is to say,
Fier, Water, Rates and Mice, Misplacinge.” Nevertheless, with the introduc-
tion of systematic record-keeping practices on the English pattern, the great
mass of records survived because they were still required for official purposes
and because “no-one had bothered to consider whether they should be thrown
out!.” Interest in them as historical sources quickened with the approach of the
centenary of the settlement in 1888. In this period began the first systematic
attempt to copy records of Australian historical interest in London, leading to
the nine published volumes of the Historical Records of New South Wales and
later the Historical Records of Australia. From 1888, also, dates the first
specific proposal for a *“‘Public Record Office” and a “Keeper of the
Records”, in a letter from G.B. Barton of 26th July. But despite some
favourable reaction the proposal lapsed.

Meanwhile, since about 1870, the State library now known as the Library

- of New South Wales, had been active in collecting the published works of

the Australian and Pacific region, the Principai Librarian compiled a biblio-
graphy for the centenary, which finally appeared in 1893 as the massive
Australasiun Bibliography. Partly as a result of this kind of activity the
then Trustees of the Library received in 1907 D.S. Mitchell’s bequest of his
pre-esinent private collection of books and manuscripts of the region, which
was opened in 1910 as the world famous Mitchell Library, Sydney. This
aroused renewed interest in the public records and their care and custody.

In 1911 the Trustees of the Library made a detailed proposal for the
establishment of an Archives Office under a board of control formed from
their own number?. . An inter-departmental committee was appointed
but government interest was at best luke-warm, no money was forthcoming,
and the public offices showed strong opposition to depositing their records
in the Mitchell Library which was the only place where accommodation
for them was available. The Principal Librarian advised his Trustees to
abandon the suggestion that they should control the Archives Department

1. Doust, R.F., The Administration of Official Archives in New _S()uth Wales 1870-_1960,
p. 26. (Unpublished thesis which cites most of the principal sources). h

2. 20th September 1911, the Library of New South Wales Archives, NPL 133,
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through a committee of their own. “I feel confident,” he wrote,* ‘that res-
ponsible government officials would always oppose the idea of control by
Trustees and especially by Trustees whose trusteeship for the Library and

buildings would suggest an alienation of documents which theoretically
should never leave the possession of the Government!.”

By 1917 the formal proposal was dead, partly for financial reasons, partly
through the restrictive attitude of the public departments, partly because of
governmental, academic, and public apathy, and partly because the accumula-
tion of public records was not yet great enough to be seriously embarrassing.
The only body really concerned—the Trustees of the Library—was not really
suitable as an archival authority, and its motives were suspect. Yet as
early as 1910 the government had approved a scheme under which public
records that were twentyfive years old and not in current use might be trans-
ferred to the Mitchell Library, as a department of the Library of New South
Wales, if the Principal Librarian or the Mitchell Librarian considered them
to be of historical value. The scheme was not properly a records disposal
programme and it was certainly not in accord with modern archival theory
and practice. But it worked off and on for fifty years and it did prevent the
loss of important records, although as late as the 1950’s notable series of
public records were being wantonly destroyed by public offices.

In November 1953 a separate Archives Department was created in
the Library of New South Wales to control and manage the public records
in the custody of the Library, in accordance with recognised archival pri nciples
and practices. This was in part a result of three newly developing factors
first, an accumulation of public records ; secondly, and as a direct consequence,

a growing interest in the storage of records on the part of thPub lic Servicee

Board, that is, the civil service authority, which had become an extremely

powerful force in the administration of New South Wales; and, thirdly,
an awakening interest in archives as historical sources,
handful of academic historians for whom the Grigg Co
1954, on public records in Britain,
persuasion.

on the part of a
mmittee report of
was a sound basis for argument and

The first two factors led to the creation of a Government Records Re-
pository for semi-current public records, under the control of the Archives
Department of the Library which managed it for the Public Service Board.
The third combined with the other two, and with renewed representations

by the Trustees of the Library and the Principal Librarian, to create in the
1. 16th July 1914, ibid.
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mid-1950’s a suitable atmosphere for the introduction of legislajttion. Fr(?m
then until 1960 the only real question was who was to be the archival authority.

Objections to the Trustees in this role was renewed on the san'1e grounds
as before. With the support of T.R. Schellenberg of the .Umted States
National Archives, who visited Australia in 1954, this was reinforced b.y a
vocal minority, which held that the archive§ shou.ld not be managed by llbr'fl-
rians. The Trustees, however, had submitted in 19§5 t'he head.s of a bill
for an Archives Act—the present writer had much to do with drafting them—

*and when, arising from this, a proposal was made that there should be a

separate archival authority, the Public Service Board noted that the “Library
haz already made a considerable contribution to the administration of State
archives and to records in Government departments. . . .it will still be necessary
in the interests of efficiency and economy to use space and equipment...by
agreement with the Trustees®.”

The solution adopted was a simple one. New South Wales already
had a Board of Trustees for the Library, and a sepfarat.e Llprary Board
concerned with subsidy and inspection for local‘ public hbrane.s, ?he‘ st‘aﬂ'
of both boards being a section of the public service under -the jurisdiction
of the Principal Librarian. A third board was thereforf: devised on the same
general planand substituted for the Trustees as the archxva-I aut.honty for the
State. With that alteration, a bifl was drafted substantially in accordance
with the heads of a bill submitted by the Trustees. It passed quietly through
Parliament to receive royal assent on 17th November 1960 and became fully
effective from Ist June, 1961.

At the same time the Principal Librarian, who had earlie‘r had supefvis.ion
of the Archives Department of the Library, was also apPomted as Principal
Archivist under the new Act. He thus became the chief executive ofﬁ?er
of the new Archives Authority of New South Wales and was entrusted with
the care of the State archives, besides being the profc§swl.1al head of the
State’s Library. Administrative cooperation and coordination between the
Library and the Archives Authority could thus reasonably be ensux:cd,
while the natural objections to making the Library Trustees the responsible
authority were fully met.

The new Authority obviously needed to be responsible,.trustwgrthy,
representative, and politically independent. It was. accordingly created
as a legal corporation composed of nine m'embers appointed by the Goverflor
for four-year terms, and given fairly consndex:a%)le autonomy. Of thle1 nine,
one is a judge, one is nominated by the presiding officers of the two houses

4, Doust, op.cit., P. 185.
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of Parliament, one is nominated by the Council of the Library of New South
Wales, one by the Public Service Board, one by the Premier to represent
public offices not under the Public Service Board, one is the Director-General
or Deputy Director-General of Education, and three are nominated by
the Minister to represent universities and historical and archival bodies.

The Authority is charged with the establishment and management of
an ““office and repository to be known as the ‘Archives Office of New South
Wales’ in which such public archives as are made available to the Authority.
and are considered by it to be worthy of preservation shall be deposited and
preserved as State archives.” The Authority is required to “undertake
the preservation, storage, arrangement, repair, cataloguing and calendaring,
and have the custody and control, of the State archives,”, and it has certain
powers or rights in respect of publishing, lending, and disposing of public
records under its control, and in making or supplying photographic copies
of them. It may also acquire by purchase any public archive, and it has
occasionally done so when an archival estray has been offered. Purchase,
however, is looked upon as in the nature of an ex gratia payment since the
legal maxim that time runneth not against the king still holds good and re-
cords of the Crown are not alienated merely by their having left official
custody; the Act does make it an offence to “sell or destroy or take or send
out of New South Wales™ any public archive, without the permission of
the Authority. The Archives Authority has power to make by-laws although
it has not yet exercised this power, having hitherto acted within a frame-
work of its own decision and instructions. 1t reports annually to the Minister,
who is the Minister for Education and Science, and its reports and financial
statements are presented to Parliament and printed.

Much of this is a fairly normal kind of provision such as might be
expected for any statutory authority. The Archives Authority of New
South Wales is, however, a little unusual in that itis a virtually autonomous
body incorporated by statute solely for purposes connected with the State
archives. The Archives Act also contains some other provisions of special
interest, including a number of definitions. Under these definitions, public
records are stated to be records of any kind, or copies of them, “made or
received in the course of his official duties by any person employed in a public
office”, while the term “public archives” is given a fairly precise meaning as
“all public records that have ceased to be in current use” in a public office.
Public records are thus the genus, as it were, while public archives are a
kind of species. But the term, “State archives”, is applied by the Act
to a special class or sub-species of public archives, in that” ‘State archives’
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‘means public archives which are for the time beil?g deposited and prese‘rve:i

in the Archives Office of New South Wales or in a bfanch c?f that office™.
The difference between the three—public records, public archives, and S.tate
archives—is clearly not one of kind, but of usc? or perhaps of sta.tus, since
any public record may become a public archive or a State archive. The
distinction in New South Wales has been made one of law as well as of fact.

The main powers of the Archives Autharity 'in r_elation to [E)ublic re-
cords rest in Section 14 of the Act, the essence of which 1sithat public records
shaH not be destroyed or disposed of otherwise than with .the approval .ot'
the Authority. The procedure is thata public office must notify tl?e Authority
of its intention to destroy or dispose of records; the Authf)rxty then has
two months in which to inspect these records and it may requlr‘e the 'records.
to be made available to it “in the same form and order as that in Whlf:h thej’)/
are maintained in the public office from which thfey a.re so made available™.
Respect des fonds has, in effect, become a legal obligation.

But it will be seen from this and from what has already bet':n said about
the Authority that it and its “office and repository”, the Al'(.:hlVCS Office of
New South Wales, are restricted in the scope of their authonty.‘ It cxten(%s
to only those public records or public archives of the State which a public
office wishes to destroy or dispose of, and thereafter to those of them t.hat
have become State archives by deposit and preservation in .thfe Archives
Office. Private records are clearly quite outside the jurisdiction 9f the»
Authority, those in public custody being generally in the. great collection of
manuscripts, including business archives, in the Mitchell L.lbrary. Moreove'r,
public records, other than the strictly defined State archives and perhaps in
some degree public archives at a particular stage,. are equally beyond the
control of the Authority. The Archives. Authority can not co.mpel the
transfer of public archives as State archives; it has no pewe‘r at all in reSpec(;
of departmental records management, even though .thlS is often regarde
as a desirable part of an archival programme; and ‘lt can not cor.npel the
destruction or disposal of those public archives which it has fieCldeC.i got
to accept as State archives or those that have been offered tP it and. 1.t. as
failed within the statutory two months to arrange ff)r their acqlll§nt|on.
Records management within a public office thus {'emalns firmly \fwthm t.he-.
control of that office subject only to the authority of the Pubhc. Service
Board.

In practice, however, the system that has evchedkas disl'inctmeri.ts,
while the dichotomy is apparent rather than real. .Thc Aut.h?r.nty and its
staff are well placed to advise, persuade, help and cajole,—activities that are
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always important for any archival authority or archivist. The Government
Records Repository, like the Archives Office itself, is under the direction
of the Principal Archivist who is responsible to the Public Service Board
for the former and to the Archives Authority for the latter. He has a Senior
Archivist with a total staff of 24 including usually three or four archivists,
while the Archives Office and the Repository, though kept separate in all
respects, are treated administratively as two parts of a single function. Monthly
reports, for example, on both the Archives Office and the Repository are
made both to the Archives Authority and to the Public Service Board. In
practice, many of the public archives offered to the Authority by public

offices and transferred to the State archives are from the Government
Records Repository.

Naturally in all the circumstances there is little scope for the preparation
of disposal schedules by the Archives Office staff for records held in public
offices, since this is a function of those offices themselves. Nevertheless
no ‘records are accepted into the Government Records Repository unles;
a disposal date has been placed upon them, so that automatically at the end
o.f the retention period a decision must be made, or confirmed, on their
disposal. In terms of Section 14 of the Act this brings the matt’er before
tl’:nc Authority itself, unless it has already given approval for continuin
dnsposal, as it has for many series of a routine nature which change little andg
wl}lch are judged to have no continuing archival value. A decision on
this, as in all other cases of disposal or destruction, must be made by the

Authority it.self, without power of delegation. Statistics are, of course
kept for all disposals, except ephemeral records. ,

A‘ll proposals tjor‘disposal or destruction are submitted to the Archives
}}uthonty by the Principal Archivist in the form of a disposal recommenda-
tion, or “DR”, setting out the following information: name of the public

office, titles of the series to be considered, dates covered, quantity if

feet” “foolscap

’ anfl de.scrip tion.  This is followed by a precise recommendation based
on examination and report by an archivist and checked by the Senior Archi
vnst' that the series named in the DR be transferred as State archives rch .
their destruction be authorized. Fach recommendation has therefo o St
been considered by an archivist, by the Senior Archivist, and b oo
Archivist before it reaches the Archives Authority. E;cn s0, the A i
d.ocs not act as a mere rubber stamp. It has not yet rejected a: ref:o “thor(;ty
tlon.for the transfer of records as State archives but it does from ti o o time
d'eclme to authorize destruction of a series, at least without furth me to time
tion and consideration, sometimes by one of its own mem o xamina-
knowledge of the subject.

y the Principal

bers having special
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The Government Records Repository is now in three widely separated
buildings, pending the erection of a new and specially designed building
for which land has been acquired but funds for which are not yet available.
The records in it, amounting to about 130,000 feet, are all semi-current in
the sense that they have occasional rather than daily use but they remain
the property of the offices which created them and a file reference service
is therefore provided by the Repository staff. During 1969 the total number
of file reference operations was nearly 80,000. Records in the Repository
are not normally available to the public for any purpose, although a public
office may sometimes give special permission for its records to be used by
a scholar in exceptional circumstances.

The State archives in the Archives Office of New South Wales, amounting
to about 33,000 feet, are for the most part housed in a special part of the
Library of New South Wales building. They are available for use to the
holder of a reader’s ticket in the reading room of the Mitchell Library
which, as the great research library for the region, has vast materials available
in private manuscripts and printed books, besides maps and other cognate
material. In 1969 about 11,600 issues of State archives were made.

Since 1967 a “thirty-five year rule” has been in force, no State archives
being available without special permission unless they are at least thirty-
five years old. Under the provisions of the Archives Act, however, a public
office in making'records available to the Authority may impose conditions of
further restriction if it sees fit, while the Authority, its members and its
staff, are expressly forbidden by the Act to divulge any information contained
in records restricted in this way. Restrictions beyond the thirty-five years
period are designed for the most part to avoid pain and embarrassment to
living persons: they apply to such categories of records as those relating to
mental health and child welfare.

The Authofity has published more than a dozen parts of a planned
Guide to the State Archives, including, in 1970, a Concise Guide of nearly
500 pages. The complete Guide will be many years in preparation but some
significant preliminary inventories are already available, including those of
archives relating to the Governor and the Executive Council. Reasonable
progress has thus been made in the period of less than ten years since the
Archives Act took effect. The Archives Authority took over from the
Library of New South Wales, as a sound basis for the Archives Office, a
nucleus of trained staff and about 8,000 feet of public archives to become the
first of the State archives under the new Act. By its activities it has ensured
the future preservation, and ultimate availability for research as wellas for
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administrative purposes, of the public archives of New South Wales. At
the same time, in association with the Records Repository programme, it
has ensured the disposal of vast quantities of records of no permanent value,
with a resultant saving in valuable storage space in the public offices.

The solution to the problem of public records that was first raised in
1888, though by no means perfect, has therefore proved of some practical
utility to the State and to its government and citizens.

WESTERN COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES
IN THE EAST :

SOME ORIENTAL ARCHIVAL SOURCES
1500—1858*

Miss D. G. KESWANI

[Spices were the Golden Fleece of the Orient, and in its quest came the
‘Portuguese, the Dutch, the English, the French, the Danes, and other
édventurers, right from the end of the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries.
In the paper that follows each commercial association has been dealt with
separately in the chronological order as it made its appearance on the eastern
scene. Each section commences with an agpercu of the historical background
of the company in question highlighting just those events which appeared
pertinent from the point of view of archival material available, followed by
a catalogue of archival sources. While it may not be possible to encompass
in one place all the materials pertaining to the various East India Companies
trading in the Indian Ocean, an effort has been made to describe the col-
lections cited as exhaustively as possible giving an indication as to the gene-
ral contents, bulk and location.]

Introduction

HERE have been few events in human history more consequential
than the discovery of a direct route by sea between western Europe

.and the remote Orient. Vasco da Gama’s circuitous track round the Cape

of Good Hope in 1498 was of greater significance as a nautical adventure

-than as a feat of geographic exploration in as much as the fabulous eastern

territories lapped by the Indian Ocean were in no sense ferra incognita. Their
spices and silks that provided their characteristic exports used to find their
way to European markets for several centuries by a kind of mixed navigation
and overland routes via Syria and Egypt, where they passed into the hands of
Venetians and other Italian merchants for their ultimate distribution through-
out the rest of Europe. Indeed, some of the ancient cities and ports rose
to affluence and power only because either they were directly participating
in the Eastern trade or occupied strategic position on the trade route along
which the produce of the East was transported.

* Paper presented to the Internat'onal Congress on Maritimie History held at Beirut in
September 1966, and reprinted here with slight amendments but no diacritical marks

from the Soaetes et Compagnies de Commerce en Orient et dans 1'Ocean Indien ed'ted by
Professor Michel Moliat.
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.Thc real importance of da Gama's memorable voyage lay in the fact
that it broke the monopoly of the “Moors™ and the Venetians which the
had hitherto enjoyed in the trade on the Indian Ocean and channelled thy
flow of the golden stream to European seaboards. )

The acquisition of riches, which the control of the eastern seas gave
to the Europeans, aroused in its wake a desire for conquests and territorial
aggrandisement which in time rendered commerce subservient to political
power, which the art of naval warfare had made feasible for the Europeans
The. Indian overlords, unaccustomed to look for dangers from the seas--:
hab.ltuated as they had been to the Moorish modus operandi whereby they
avoided interference in local politics so long as they held the complete mono-
poly of the country’s seaborne trade—did not realise the menace to their
very existence when, as a result of hereditary feuds among the Malabar rulers
of the .Indian coastal areas, the Chieftain of Cochin, to spite the powerful
Zamorin raja of Calicut, allowed the Portuguese a foothold in the shape
of a trading depot on his soil. Little did the Indians or, for that matter,
the newcomers, discern at the time that the ramshackle warehouse was in

fact the first step towards i
t an eventual white hegemony over India, na
over the entire East. ’ T

I

Portuguese

Fh%shcd with success over da Gama’s pioneer voyage to India and back
laden . \.vnth rich merchandise and plunder worth sixty times the cost of the’
expedntnon—-the hostility of the Moors and the Zamorin notwithstanding—
ng. Emanuel of Portugal forthwith resolved to embark on a series of pgro-
gressively extended schemes of enterprise in the field which seemed to offer
iandlqss opportunities for lucrative commerce. From the very ouiset the
idea underlying these yearly visitations of Portuguese armadas was to usur
the spice trade, drive all the Muhammadan shipping out of the Indian Occat;:
and the Red Sea, and ensure carrying of all Indian products in Portuguese
vessels, a dream rendered possible by Asiatic maritime impotence. On the
foundation of oceanic sovereignty, they then built an absolute monopol
of seaborne commerce on a scale never before attempted. Thus the Ppoorz
uguesta entertained no hopes of large-scale conquests of territory or of
founding on the Indian continent anything resembling an overseas empire

The ne:xt few years (1510-15) were occupied in acquiring small posts
of commercial and defensive potential at selected strategic points all along
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the coasts of the Indian Ocean. This was made possible by the indefatig-
able labours of Alfonso d’Albuquerque, till almost every anchorage where
embarkation of freight was possible sported the Portuguese flag.

With the capture of Colombo in Ceylon in 1518, Portugal now sat
like a colossus astride the Indian Ocean with one foot in the Malay Archi-
pelago and the other, 5,000 miles away, at Ormuz in the Persian Gulf. Stra-
tegic Goa on the Western seaboard of India was the headquarters of its
activities in the East. Between these points they had acquired innumer-
aBle footholds in Bengal and on the Coromandel and Malabar coasts and
not a vessel dared to show her sails without the Portuguese passport.

Not the least remarkable consequence of this monopoly over the Indian
Ocean trade was the power it placed in Portuguese hands over the petty
oriental princelings. With the second subjugation of Goa in 1511, they
had acquired the strappings of an Indian political power, and they soon set
about intimidating and dominating the neighbouring areas. The coastal
rajas now vied with each other in offering them sites for factories and trad-
ing facilities in their territories. Even the powerful Zamorin had for a time
been subdued. The old Kingdom of Vijayanagat of the South, the Mughals
of the North and the Marathas of the Deccan, all inevitably came in closer
contact with this maritime power of the West and began to have political
and commercial dealings with them.

While the sinews of the Levantine trade route were irretrievably ruined,
the Portuguese engrossed almost the entire Asiatic trade. Lisbon thus
became the cynosure of all eyes and replaced Venice as the great entrepot
for the delectable oriental spices, whither flocked merchants from all parts
of Europe. With pepper and cloves selling at 5009 net profit, the Port-
uguese treasury reaped immense profits. _

This era of undisturbed monopoly in eastern commerce and oceanic
navigation, which is almost coterminous with the sixteenth century, raised
the Portuguese to such an unprecedented position of wealth and prosperity
as seldom falls to the lot of a small nation. But this incredible achievement
of the Portuguese gradually excited the cupidity of the other European powers.

Consolidation of that vast fabric of commercial and maritime domina-
tion implied organisers of Albuquerque’s calibre and integrity; and onoe
that hand was removed, the whole structure came crumbling down. Weak,
corrupt and grasping, the Viceroys who followed endeavoured to atone for the
inferiority of their talents by cruelty and avarice, Further, their religious
intolerance coupled with mass conversions as an instrument for political

domination, antagonised the local citizenry.
9M of ESW/71—2
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The temporary union of the Crowns of Spain and Portugal in 1580,
which dragged the latter into the vortex of European quarrels, exhausted

its treasury, with the result that it could not finance its eastern trade or
control its spice empire.

Finally a discriminatory ordinance of Phillip TI, which prohibited
the sale in Lisbon of spices to Protestant countries sounded the deathknell
of Portuguese domination in the East as it encouraged the starved emporia
of Amsterdam and London to get the spices for themselves in the lands of
their origin. ¢

The appearance of the Dutch and the English in the Indian Ocean,
aided and abetted by the deep hatred of the South Asian countries after a
hundred years of Portuguese oppression, facilitated their rise and quick
success. Indeed less than fifty years sufficed to sweep the Portuguese clear
off the Asiatic waters. One by one their settlements fell to the relentless
rivals till only a fragment of territory of about 475 sq. miles of Goa, Daman
and Diu on the Malabar coast of India (until 1961) and Macao and few other
places remained with them as visible remnants of their past glory

Archival Sources

The sustained exertions of the Portuguese extending over two centuries

to establish and maintain regular trade relations with the East, naturally

produced in their wake a vast quantity of records. But because they did

not have a permanent foothold anywhere in India until after the capture
of Goa in 1511, the earlier papers have mostly not survived.

While the archival material preserved in Lisbon and London falls out-
side the purview of this paper it may perhaps not be out of place to mention
some of the most important series garnered at Lisbon, as that would facili-
tate in making a comparative study with the material conserved in India.
The most notable collection for the seventeenth century commercial politics
in the East when the sovereignty of Portugal in India and the Archipelago
was being contested by the Dutch and the English is the monumental series
of 62 volumes entitled Documentos remettidos da India or Livros das Mon-
coes (1600-97). The next in importance is the voluminous correspondence
contained in Conselho Ultramarino (1772-1833), of particular attention being
the letters from the viceroys regarding the struggle with the Angrias, the
celebrated Maratha naval commanders. To a different category belongs Corpo
Chronologico, a miscellaneous collection of papers on various subjects and
comprise inter alia a number of letters addressed by governors and other
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officials in India to the King and some important court dignitaries in Lis-
bon (1500-1648). Another series of interest to India is the Gavetas Antigas
consisting of some 195 bundles of very old documents. Finally, mention
may be made of Cartas dos Vice Reis da India and the Pombal collection
consisting of books in manuscript relating to India.

Goa

Although the arrangements for the organisation of Torre do Tombo
at Goa were made as early as 1617 nothing seems to have been done in the
beginning due perhaps to the carelessness of the officials and the hazardous
living conditions of the times. The holdings of Goa Archives as of date
cover 8,000 linear feet of shelf-space, and are a veritable storehouse of use-
ful information not only on the early Portuguese commercial and maritime
exploits but also on the civil administration of the vast areas occupied by
them in the East. The “Factory” records which include those of Macao,
Mozambique, Malacca, Chaul, Bassein, Calicut, etc., is a mammoth collec-
tion, the earliest dating back to 1535. Livros da correspondencia da Macao
(1677-1861)in 99 volumes is one of the richest collectionsin this series. Apart
from Macao the codices deal with Timor, Siam, Manila, China and Japan.
The correspondence increases in volume and variety during the late seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries. Significant in this context are the customs
files of some 2,450 volumes (1593-1887), and over a thousand volumes of
public contracts (1753-1898).

An almost untapped Portuguese source of -Indian interest in the Goa
Archives is the diplomatic correspondence embodied in the Livros dos Reis
Visinhos (1619-1753, 1770-1842) in 22 volumes. Two documents at random
are quoted here to bring out the importance of the collection. Late in
the seventeenth century, when the Portuguese were still enforcing their
naval supremacy upon all vessels flying differsnt flags, they were inclined to
be lenient to the neighbouring Maratha subjects of Shivaji. In a letter
dated 12 Maich, 1678 Tanaji Ram is informed that his vessel was captured
as it did not carry a cartaz, but in view of the friendship and amity that sub-
sisted between the Portuguese and Shivaji Raja, the vessel was ordered
to be restored. A letter of 14 December, 1782 shows how anxious the Por-
tuguese were to maintain friendly mercantile relations with Raghuji Angria
with whom they had concluded a treaty in January 1778 : “I am sure that
Your Highness will not have to reject the friendship of the majestic state
that is to the interest of both the parties, till we can submit to His

Majesty. . .. more favourable terms according to Your Highness’s desire. .
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Another fruitful field of research material at the Goa Archives is the
series of 456 volumes, Moncoes do Reino (1557—1914). As the title suggests,
this series is the counterpart of Documentos remettidos da India of Lisbon.
It comprises the orders and dispatches received yearly in Goa from Lisbon
(Sept.-Oct.) together with the copies of replies and reports sent from Goa
to Portugal (Dec.-March). Apart from this it contains a great mass of
“relevant papers” both originals and contemporary copies.

The groups of papers entitled Officios dos Governadores (1764-180n),
placed in 32 macos or packets at Goa comprises obviously the duplicates
of some of the letters of Conselho Ultramarino series of Lisbon. No student
of modern Indian history can afford to ignore this mass of papers which has
received till now but inadequate attention. The old kingdom of Vijaya-
nagar, the fast disintegrating Maratha empire, the two Muhammadan poten-
tates of Mysore, and the redoutable Kings of Bijapur whom the Portuguese
call Idaixa or Idalcao, all make an appearance in this correspondence. For
example, mack 1X, no. 26, dated 15 February 1782, refers to Hyder Ali’s
permission to the Portuguese to trade with his ports and maco XXXI, no.
62, dated 12 September 1799 consists of papers discovered in Tipu Sultan's

-palace after his death revealing his design against Goa in which the Sultan
expected Bonaparte’s cooperation.

A number of typical cartazes have been published by Judice Biker
in his monumental series Tratados da India, but the large masses of unpub-

lished cartazes (1557-1875) running into over 400 volumes at Goa may
yield information of no less value.

Other minor series worth mention are Ordens Regias (1630-1868) in
86 volumes, Correspondencia para Reino (1763-1887)in 124 volumes and
Conselho do Estado (1618-1785)in 11 volumes. The latter series is in some
respects the most interesting and valuable of all. 1t contains the minutes
of the meetings of the Viceroy’s Advisory Council of State and gives a very
good picture of “Asia Portugesa” in the seventeenth and the cighteenth
centuries. P. Pissurlencar has published in five volumes the edited texts
of Assentos do Conselho do Estado.

The efforts of the Jesuits and other missionaries for the propagation
of the Christian faith at Goa resulted in voluminous literature on contempo-
rary problems and pursuits of the day. These archives abound in papers
(1560-1885) on such matters as convents, religious orders, missions, and the
proselyting activities of the churches.
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A number of Goa records were purchased by William Marsden, part
of which were presented to the British Museum (Add. Mss. 9390-9397 and
9852-9861), and part to the School of Oriental and African Studies.

There is a Guide in Portuguese to Goa Archives which gives an ample
indication as to the treasures yet untouched. The stray records lying scatter-
red at Daman, Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli are expected to be brought
over to Goa in the near future.

Cc:ylon

The Dutch documents at Government Archives Department, Nuwara
Eliya, Nos. 3378-3396 relating to the Dutch expeditions z}gaipst the ‘Portu-
guese (1657-62) reveal a thrilling story of the Dutch intrigues with the
Malabar Princes for ousting the Portuguese from the Peninsula,

Bombay

Next in importance is the group of manuscripts in Portuguese at the
Bombay Record Office. Filed under “Foreign Idioms™ is a series of six
volumes, (1717-41) containing original letters in Portuguese and transla-
tions in that language of letters to and from Indian Chiefs and other persons.
Another possible source for Portuguese history at Bombay is a series of 58
volumes, entitled *“Foreign Powers”. It embodies selections from corres-
pondence and treaties with foreign States Indian as well as European.
The Secret and Political Department Diaries (1755-1820) of the Bombay
Government havc a fair number of entries regarding Portuguese settlements
in India and elsewhere. The “factory” records of the English East India
Company in Western India, paiticularly those of Surat factory (1630-1809)
housed at Bombay, have a special interest for a student secking material
on Anglo-Portuguese commercial rivalry.

Madras

The Series “Negotiations with Foreign Powers, Treaties, etc.” at
the Madras Record Office comprises all conferences and negotiations of the
English with foreign powers, Indian and European, together with letters
from commissioners and diaries of envoys. This along with the “factory’
i'ecords need to be scrutinized.
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Poona

In a different genre is the outstanding collection of papers at Poona
called Peshwa Daftar which is of more than local importance. The original
nucleus, comprising about 13,000 bundles, consists of original Marathi
trecords of the administration of the Peshwas for 88 years, from 1729 to
1817. The Archives at Poona known as Alienation Office also houses 761
bundles of Angria family dafrar 1790-1840, Satara Raja’s daftar 1703-1848,

and several others. 1In them arc available a large number of references
to Maratha-Portugusse relations.

New Delhi

Since the one constant factor of the history of the Indian Ocean dur-
ing the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was the long and bitter struggle
for supremacy between the rival European powers, it is only natural that
the information contained in records of the other East India Companies
will not only supplement but also give the “other side” of the story. In
view of the large quantity of records at the National Archives of India,
New Delhi it would not be possible to give more than a general idea of
the records which would be worth a researcher’s while to consult. The
“Home Department” files of the
with all business relating to shipping, trade, revenues and
cognate matters, used to cover in its earlier stages  diplomatic,
military and naval transactions as well.  This series, which com-
mences at the National Archives only with the year 1748 (earlier Bengal
records have totally disappeared ; they are, however, available at the India
Office Library, London) contains several references to Portuguese activities,
Another massive assemblage of papers which must be consulted is the “Fore-
ign Department” series in all its branches—Secret and Select, Foreign and
Political. Consolidated published index to the press lists of Home Depart-
ment records from 1748 to 1800 and indexes and descriptive lists in print
and manuscript to the Foreign Department records for the same period give
a bird’s eye view of the material that might be expected on the Portuguese.

English Company, which deal

Oriental Languages Records

Another promising field for research is the private papers available in
Malayalam. There was in Malabar an ancient custom of keeping grantha-
varies or chronicles in the chief temples and royal families. Kerala Paz-
hama, one of the most remarkable chronicles of its kind, gives an intimate
account of the politics and parties of the time. Ina famous letter (p. 35)
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before the outbreak of war with the Portuguese, Fhe' Za.morin en?ulrf:s o:'
the Cochin Raja in 1502 whether he prefers t.he friendship of th; orelgne-
(Portuguese) to that of Calicut. Other chronicles worth. more td a; Z i?;sn
ing mention are Padapattu (ballad of war), Kerala C”harziam a111 z; ;ortu-
Pattu (The Nair Ballads). An historical acc.:ount in Malay'a amho -
guese relations with the Malabar Princes, written probably in t eh sev t
teenth century, is particularly interesting. The Mahavansa or the grea
chronicle of Ceylon is also useful.

. A word may be said about the Muha.mmadan }3istc')rical studiesPexitst:
ing in Arabic, Persian and Turkish. Parochial and pre!udlcfad as their o?rt :e
guese counterparts, these writers nonetheless show an 1ntelllger;t gra;;p o the
public affairs of the time, and once one has .made a?llowance lor Zmount
rally subjective slant of the Il;arratives,(‘())n]cg:,e\::g1 ‘ijnd Al;;’;l:ffs?ka:;iii mount

i ion. Theyare: (i : v , A
holf;;zllru,azli;-l:iolzlr::?and Tarik);z-i-Ferishta;(ii) Arabic: TOhﬂlt—ul.A?Jahéﬁz
and an Arabic History of Gujarat by Abdullah Muhammad-bin ;
(iii) Turkish : Sidi Ali Rais Voyages.

And finally, not to be ignored are the prodigious feats of ‘?iligenc.:e
and stamina exhibited by the contemporary travellers and chroniclers in
detail what they saw and heard.

II
Dutch

The summary defeat of the Spanish armada in 1588 and thtz1 ;onse;‘
quent blow to the Iberian maritime ascendancy broke tll:Ie f:?od y etsh:y
i i iti d led by the Nordic races

restraint on rival European ambltlonﬁ, an .

poured across its wreck to far-flung regions around the Indla}n. Ocean. ::;::

than ﬁfti/ years sufficed for the Dutch to hold the other maritime co:npf s
f the Portuguese power out of

to ransom and to make a clean sweep o ‘ :

Asiatic waters save for a few uneasy posts trembling on the defensive

against the relentless onslaughts of the adversary.

To avoid undue competition among diverse Netherlands’ con}mercml
entrepreneurs, a scheme was evolved whereby all the Pre-ccomt;?:mtles v:relsz

’ i ute '

i ist chartered company in 1602. Constitu !
merged into a monopolis ; / e
antile basis with exclusive right to trade. ntries
professedly mercantile i e e
' d the Straits of Magellan, -
between the Cape of Good Hope an . : oo be
i d conquest—furnished as it was n.

came an instrument of war an i . . .

siderable naval and military might—and soon occupied prime place in the
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great Dutch expansion in Asia in the early seventeenth century. Thus by
the time they had exhausted their maritime potency not only had they supp-
lanted the Portuguese in all the lucrative branches of commerce in the Indian
Ocean but had also occupied vast expanses of territory where they became
a vital political force.

Eager to acquire exclusive control over the spice market as quickly
as possible, the Dutch company avoided for the time being the northern shor-
es of the Indian Ocean and entrenched themselves in the remoter parts, of
the Indonesian Archipelago in Java, Sumatra and the Moluccas—where
not only highly valuable spices grew in abundance, but also the Portugllegc
opposition was less potent owing to the distance from their Goan bastion
and the comparative vulnerability of their Malaccan outposts. Within
twenty years of their arrival the Dutch syndicate had contrived to procure
not only the monopoly of the East Indian Ocean spice trade—a fixed point
in the Dutch policy—but had also established a Dutch oriental capital, of
Batavia in Java on the ruins of Jakarta. Their instructions to their first
Governor General, Pieter Both (1609-14) that, “The Commerce of Mol-
uccas, Amboyna and Banda should belong to the company, and that no
other nation in the world should have the least part”, had been observed to
the letter. The English East India Company, erstwhile allies of the Dutch,
only two years behind in the competition for maritime supremacy in Far-
ther India, were also reduced toa furtive share in the Archipelagan com-
merce at Bantam in Java, by the menacing postures of their rivals.

Supreme in the Eastern Archipelago, the Dutch began to cast their
covetous eyes on Malacca, a Portuguese possession of great strategic mer-
cantile importance. After eleven years of strangling military and com-
mercial blockade, the Portguese fortress fell into the hands of the Dutch in
1641, exactly a hundred and thirty years after Albuquerque had raised its
walls. This made the Straits of Malacca into an exclusive Dutch water-
way.

Ceylon which had vast possibilities of export trade in cinnamon, was
the next to attract Dutch attention. It was carved away piecemeal by their
blockading squadron, and by 1640 they had succeeded in seizing Galle
a bay at the southern tip of the island, which became for several years, the:
headquarters in Ceylon of the Netherlands Company. By simultaneous
investment of Goa for eight seasons—1630-45—they so completely
squashed the trade of Goa that its Governor was constrained to write home
that there was nothing left but to haul down the Portuguese flag in all their
Asiatic possessions and to quit the East for ever.
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Thereafter the Dutch Company employed the whole of its fleet in
sending back to Holland the pungent freights that were falling into their
hands on every side. Amsterdam had at , last achieved the ambition of
outrivalling Lisbon as an exclusive emporium in Europe for the sale of the
eastern wares,

The Portuguese, who had expected an abatement of Dutch pressure
on them, due to the latter’s preoccupation in the Anglo-Dutch wars in Europe
(1652), failed to get the longed for respites In 1651 they were ousted from
the Cape of Good Hope, the great half-way house of Indo-European com-
merce which da Gama’s genius had helped to discover, and by 1663 the Dutch
had not only hurled their opponents out of the island of Ceylon but had also
lowered their flag from their settlement on the Malabar littoral of Quilon,
Cochin, Calicut and Cannanore.

Nor had the Netherlands Company overlooked Gujarat, Bengal and
the Coromandel Coast, famous for exports of cotton piece-goods. They
gradually spread themselves all along the coast stifling en route the Portu-
guese establishments at Negapatam, Masulipatam, San Thome and other
places. By 1612 Pulicat had become the centre of Ditch Government
of Coromandel.

Thus the star of Portuguese domination over the Indian Ocean had
undoubtedly set and that of Holland risen as the living proof of paramountcy.
But a far-reaching change in the balance of maritime power in the East
seemed already in the offing, and this was to affect not only the entire course
of trans-Indian oceanic trade relations, but was also to impinge on the terri-
torial integrity and political sovereignty of Asian countries.

As a result of the European wars in the second half of the seventeenth
century, the rivalry between the Dutch and the English East India compani-
es assumed added significance. While the Netherlands merchantmen re-
tained their commercial pre-eminence, however precarious, it became ap-
parent by the turn of the century that their great colonial effort had spent
its force. Though peace had left their Asiatic possessions intact, it had
placed an effective barrier on their further ambitions in the East. In addi-
tion they had been bled white and their accumulated wealth drained away.

Thus the opening of the eighteenth century marks the penuitimate
chapter in the story of the Dutch ascendancy beyond the Cape of Good
Hope whereas the triumphant carcer of their English rivals had only just

begun.
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. With the last of the Dutch strongholds captured by the British in 1825,
their flag flies no where in India (though they kept Indonesia), and hardly

anything remains to remind one of the two hundred fortified stations they
had erected.

Archival Sources

. The two hundred years of Dutch commercial and maritime endeavour
in the East is copiously illustrated in the archival materials in Dutch Eng-
lish and to a certain extent in Indian languages. The official records ’of the
Dutch East India Company are naturally preserved in the Algemeer;
Rijksarchief, The Hague. Though it is not intended to dwell on these
papers at length, the most important series are cited as that might help to
identify the material to be found in India, Ceylon and Indonesia.

Reclassified under the heading “Koloniaal Archief” the Dutch Com-
pany records fall into four distinct groups : (I) letters from the “Seven-
teen” (executive body of the Company). Foremost among these papers
are the “instructions” issued at various times embodying principles acccl)):d-
ing to which the Dutch possessions were acquired, held and governed :
(ID letters received from the East. These form by far the most uscfu;
source of information on Dutch activities like monopoly of trade and st-
ruggles for ascendancy between the rival European powers ; (III)‘ copi
of [etters from Governors-General in Council at Batavia to’ the vari!())‘es
factories and (I1V) letters from the Kamer at Amsterdam to Governo:1 i
General. Next in importance come a mass of miscellaneous man ‘ "

transferred to the Rijkasarchief in the 1930 fr i
2 ( om the ar
lands East Indies at Batavia. ehives of the

usciipts
Nethet-

Ceylon

The Dutc}} Company took over thc administration of Cey]o'n from
the Portuguese in 1656 and soon after organised an archives

in Colombo. depository

In it were housed all the record i :
Galle in 1640 to the year 1796 when the island :lof;:n:v ii:e:;eo:;::lﬁatlon of
handed over to the British. After a chequered career, the archiv iy
ed and classified rather arbitrarily) have now found a’ﬁnal restir,l oren
the Government Archives Department at Nuwara Eliya Thig place in
bulk of papeis, mostly original, makes an excellent spec.:imcn ofmvSSlve
material on the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries Dutch “natios Slourc:al
colonial history, and except for the parent archives at the Ha nal an
via (Jakarta), they have no equal.

es (arrang-

gue and Bata-
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Minutes of Governors-in-Council (1640-1796) and the prolific corres-
pondence (inward and outward with Colombo outposts and out stations)
which resulted therefrom form the kernel of Dutch aichives. The “out-
stations” which came under the direct purview of the Ceylon Government
were the Dutch scttlements of Malabar and Coromandel Coasts, Surat,
Bengal and cven Malacca. The correspondence with Patria and Batavia
also forms part of this series.

Next in importance ate the two series “External” and “Internal”
‘Affaits created by the archives officials out of the existing papers, to give them
structural coherence. Anything that was of a sccret nature, for example,
foreign policy decisions taken in Amsterdam, and recommended to the var-
ious comptoirs by the Governor-General in Batavia, finda placein this group.
Thus there is an obvious similality of papers between this and its counter-
part series (I) at The Hague. Other papers in this series worth mention
are : treaties with South Indian Princes (1643-1769); expedition against the
Angria (1738) ; war with England (1780-84) ; relations with Kandy (1638-
1795), etc. The “Internal Affairs” collection comprises : statutes of Bata-
via (1642 and 1768) ; Orders and instructions (1641-1796) and a whole lot
of papers on trade, revenue, investments and allicd matters.

Well worth intensive research are the diaries and memoirs left by Go-
vernots, commandeirs and other officials (1650-1794) and Annual Com-
pendia (1749-1790) [reports on Company’s administration, trade and finan-
ces] sent from Colombo to Batavia. Among *he published memoirs,
mention may be made of those of Van Goens, de Croon, Van Imhoff, Simons,
Becker and Van Rhee.

Madras

There is a fairly large collection of Dutch Cochin records preserved
in the Madras Records Office. Running into 1633 files and volumes,
they cover the entire gamut of commercial, political, administrative and re-
ligious activities of the Dutch East India Company on the Malabar Coast
from 1657 to 1825. A random sample of entries is given below to emphasize
the importance of contents. 1680-81 reports concerning the trade of the
Dutch Company with the several kings of Malabar coast ; oiders and,in-
structions for Dutch commissioners who had to transact business with the
Malabar rulers ; war with the Zamorin ; French trade in’ Masulipatam and
Dacca Travancoré_politiés ; protests from the Portuguese, 1692-1705 ;
competition with the English in pepper trade ; peace_between Britain and
Holland 1785 ; capture of Bijapur by Aurangzeb {war Wwith Hyder Ali
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Another unique series which forms part of the above collection, is memoirs
and diaries of Dutch commanders of Malabar factories. Though design-
ed to give their successors a general idea as to the affairs of the Dutch Com-
pany, these volumes are a mine of information on contemporary politics
in Malabar. Fifteen such memoirs including that of Van Gallenesse,
Adriaan Meons, Frederik Cunes, Van Angelbeck, Van Rheede, and a diary
kept during the Dutch expedition against the Zamorin (1716-17), have been
published. An analytical list of the above papers has been published under
the title Press List of Ancient Dutch Records from 1657 to 1825.

The Coromandel Coast records at Madras are only copies of papers
supplied by the Dutch Government at Batavia. It includes memoirs of
L. Pit., Speelman, Van Cloon and Mersen, to mention only a few. The only
Negapatam papers at the Madras Office are Political Consultations for
1755-56. :

In addition to the regular series of volumes of Court letters (1670-
1825), Government Consultations in Publio, Military, Secret and Political
Departments (1677-1854) and Country Correspondence (1753-1829) at
Madras which are replete with details about Anglo-Dutch rivalry, there ate
special volumes, classified as Sundry Books, which deal with a patticular
topic or occasion. Important among these are : Pybus’s mission to Kandy
(1762) when the King of Ceylon had solicited the assistance of the English
against the Dutch ; Robert Chamber’s embassy to Kandy (1795-96) after
the capture of Dutch settlements in Ceylon ; distress of the Dutch at Puli-
cat (1813) after it had surrendered to the English in 1795 ; and restoration of
Dutch settlements (1818) which includes the original instruments with seals
and signatures of the representatives of the two nations.

The Dutch records of Pulicat, Tuticorin and Sadras have completely
disappeared. Three bundles of papers in the Foreign Miscellaneous series
at the National Archives, New Delhi, pertaining to the Dutch treaties with
the Indian princes of the Eastern Archipelago (1596-1796) ; Dutch commer-
cial transactions in the East ; and letters fo the Marquess of Hastings from
the Dutch and the French (in original) were transferred to the Madras Record
Office for storage along with the other Dutch documents.

Kerala

The two State repositories at Trivandrum and Ernakulam are a gold
mine of information on early Dutch activities on the Malabar coast. Written
on palm leaves, copper plates, bamboo splits and paper in old Tamil, Mala-
yalam and English they refer to such subjects as : treaty between the
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Portuguese and the Dutch on the capitulation of Cochin fort in 1663;
treaties between the Dutch and the rulers of Cochin; and boundaries of Cochin
fort as signed by the Dutch governor Adrian Moens, etc. Under the
heading Series Files are original letters received by the Rajas of Cochin from
the Dutch and English officials (1684-1869).

Bombay

. A series of Dutch records in thirty volumes, filed under “Foreign
Idioms™ at the Bombay Record Office, contains miscellaneous formal deeds
of the Dutch at Surat. Of particular interest is a memorandum by Senff,
the Dutch Governor at Surat (1763-58), describing the political and com-
mercial events during his governorship. A volume of “Extracts from Surat
records regarding commercial concerns, 1787-93” is of interest to students
of Dutch commerce in India. Apart from the Secret and Political Depart-
ment Diaries (1755-1820) at Bombay which contain scores of entries relating
to the Dutch, the diaries of the Chief in Council at Surat (1659-1809) will
be found particularly useful. For example, diary No. 8 includes a proclama-
tion of the Dutch (1746) prohibiting other nations from trading within
certain limits on the east coast, and diary No. 22 records the capture by the
English of the Dutch factory in 1781 and of prisoners.

Poona

The Peshwa Daftar records housed in the Alienation Office, Poona,
are another source worth examination.

New Delhi

For Anglo-Dutch relations after 1748, there is a wealth of material
at the National Archives of India in Home and Foreign (Secret, Select, Fore-
ign and Political Branches) Departments, remarkable for their comprehen-
siveness and detail. Dutch commercial activities also figure prominently

in these papers.

Some of the important topics discussed are: mutual restitution”of
territories in Ceylon and southern India between the French, the Dutch and
the English after the conclusion of the European war ; translation of an
official collection of the treaties, contracts, etc. between the Dutch and the
native princes (1612-1773), Dutch attempt to supplant English influence
in Bengal (1759) ; imposition of revised customs duty on their goods
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(1767); intrigues with the Marathas against the English (1780); refusal
by the Nawab of Bengal of permission to trade in salt, betel-nut

and tobacco (1767) ; and transfer of the Dutch settlements to the English
(1825).

With the object of supplementing materials available in the Archives,
a complete set on microfilm of documents of Indian interest of the Dutch

East India Company up to 1796 has been obtained from Rijksarchief, The
Hague,

Oriental Language Papers

Another fruitful field for research is offered by extensive materials
in Tamil, Malayalam and Marathi languages. The Grandhavaries ot chre-
nicles of Trippunithura, Cochin and other narratives are giadually becoming
open to the public. The Travancore Archaeological Department has pub-
lished important plates belonging to the Paliyam family. While some of
the significant treaties among the Cochin rulers, the Dutch, the Portuguese,
the English, Travancore rulers and other local chiefs (1663-1806) and Mala-
yalam letters addressed by the Raja of Cochin to the Supreme Council at
Batavia have seen the light of day through the efforts of the Cochin Ar-
chacological Depaitment, so far nothing has been done to publish a catalogue
of private collections lying scattered in the South. Among the contemp-
orary accounts of great historical value are Padapattu, noticed earlier, and
Mamankodharanam, which though highly partisan in spirit, shed interest-
ing sidelights on the triumvirate (the Dutch, the Zamorin and the Cochin

Raja) which eventually expelled the Portuguese from their last post in Mala-
bar in 1662-63,

Batavia (Jakarta)

Batavia, the Dutch East India Company’s administrative and com-
~mercial centre, which controlled the entire correspondence emanating from
the other Dutch eastern settlements (with the lone exception of Ceylon whence
direct communication with Holland was more or less conducted), had over
the years built up a huge storehouse of archives. In any description of
- oriental sources of Dutch history, these papers would nermally take a pre-
eminent place. But as the present writer has had no access to that collec-
tion, this reference is only intended to draw attention to it. Not to be for-

gotten are the Dagh—that is, Day—Registers of Dutch headquarters at -

“Batavia from 1624 onwards.

(To be continued)

THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA: AN EXPERIMENT
IN THE CONCENTRATION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

W. I. SmiTH

HE public Archives of Canada is the national archives of a country
which is comparatively young, with a vast extent and relatively sparse
and scattered population. These factors have affected the nature and
functions of the national archives. Settlement of an almost unpopulated
wilderness, chiefly by immigration from Europe in the last three centuries
and the economic development of an area which is larger than Europe left
little time or encrgy for the development of cultural institutions until the last
century. The recent origins of a central government, formed only a century
ago, has delayed the accumulation of official records and the development
of procedures to look after them ; the federal nature of the constitution, the
autonomy of the ten provinces in many matters, has prevented the develop-
ment of a single archival system for the entire country. The relatively small
population has made it possible to concentrate most national historical re-
sources in a single building and the size of the country has led to innovations
in research services. All these circumstances have permitted the Public
Archives, which was founded nearly a century ago, to take initiatives and
acquire functions which in other countries are performed by a wide range
of public and private organizations and institutions.

One method of explaining the particular characteristics of the Public
Archives of Canada is by contrast with a conventional European archives.

1. Jurisdiction is not limited to the records of the Government of which
it is a part. Established in 1872 as a result of pressure from historians, the
Public Archives from the beginning has devoted attention to the acquisition
of all documentary sources relating to Canadian history wherever they may
be. In fact, private papers in Canada and copies of material relating to
Canada in other countries were acquired for several years by the Public Archiv-
es before it was designated as the official repository for records of the fede-

"rall government. The programme for copying (by hand) documentary
‘materials relating to Canada, particularly in Britain and France, has con-

tinuéd for nearly a century, transcription being replaced by microfilm in

-1950. . A remarkable collection of private papers of individuals, associations
-and corporations has been accumulated. - It includes originals or copies of
-the .papers of all Prime Ministers, most Governors General, and dozens of
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Cabinet ministers and other political figures. It includes also papers re-
lating to all other aspects of Canadian life, economic, social, military, scienti-
fic, and cultural, including records of most national associations, records
of banks and other business corporations, including for example, those of
the Canadian National Railways and Air Canda. Nor has acquisition been
confined to textual material of national significance. Major national collec-
tions of maps, charts and plans, paintings and prints, drawings and photo-
graphs, books and pamphlets, sound recordings and motion picture films
have been developed, the chicf criterion for acquisition being significance
as a source of national historical information, regardless of the nature or
origin of the material. Some of the effects of this concentration of national
historical resources should be mentioned ;

(a) It has been of immeasurable benefit to those engaged in historical
research, since they can save the time and expense of extensive travels and
searches for materials ;

(b) Recognized archival principles and techniques have been applied
equally to private and public archives, and attempts to apply library techni-
ques of arrangement and description to original material have been largely
avoided or remedied in Canada. Manuscript Groups correspond roughly
to Record Groups at the Public Archives ;

-~ (c) The Public Archives adapts an active role in the acquisition of
relevant private records. Systematic searches are undertaken. The assis-
tance of individuals and associations is enlisted in many subject areas. In-
come tax benefits are allowed to donors who present aichival mateiials as
gifts to the Crown. Efforts to rationalize acquisition and demarcate boun-
daries between archival repositories have been very successful in 1egard to
provincial archives. There is, however, some competition with univer-
sity libraries ; ’

(d) The Public Archives takes the place of several other institutions.
In contrast, for example, with the United States presidential library system
it has acquired the papers of all Canadian Prime Ministers without any direct
increase in stafl or expenditure. It serves the purpose of the Manuscript
Division of such institutions as the British Museum, London, Bibliotheque
Nationale, Paris and the Libiary of Congress, Washington. Tt has the na-
tional collections of portraits, photographs, maps and films and is develop-
ing national archives of labour, architecture, art, medicine, sport, etc.

2. Unusual arrangements are made to improve reference services. The
close relationship between the Public Archives and Canadian historians
and educational institutions has resulted in a service-oriented attitude in
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regard to reference service that is usually associated more with libraries than
archives.  Particularly arrangements have been made for the benefit of resear-
chers whe must come long distances, to permit them to obtain maximum
use of facilities. Scveral of these featurcs which we believe to be unique
contributions of the Public Archives of Canada are :

(a) Access to archival material 24 hours every day in the year. This
is made possible by the use of locke's and the employment of commission-
naires on three cight-hour shifts per day. 1t combines maximum use with
segurity, and no losses of material have been detected since its introduction.
The system has been adopted by the National Library which shares the same
building. It is of particular value (o persons, particularly those in Ottawa
who would not othcrwise be able to be engaged in research. The number
of persons engaged in rescarch annually is equal to that of the national ar-
chives of the world’s most populous countries.

(b) The use of inter-library loans for microfilm. The usefulness of
this free service is indicated by its rapid development from 97 when it was
introduced in 1959 t0 1,513in 1969.  In many cases the borrowing of material
on microfilm irakes it unnecessary to undertake long and expensive journeys
to Gttawa. Although the attendance of researchers has increased from
7.000 in 1959 to 35,000 in 1969 the increase would have been even greater
without the use of micrefilm loans. e

L

(c) The answering of written inquiries. An unusual amount of work
is done by mail for inquirers. Although the time that can be spent on in-
dividual inquirizs must be limited to an average of 1} hours and it has
been neerssary 1o refer longer inquirics to* persons who conduct research
for a {ee, thousands of letters are answered each year, cven many of a genea-
logical nature, thcrsby recognizing the right of every citizen to obtain service
from his national archives if it is within reasonable limits, Written inquiries
for the Manuscript Division alone increased from 1,314 in 1959 to 5,909
in 1969. Progress is made in the development of subject specialists on the
staff so that expert guidance can be given to researchers.

3. Non-archival Yunctions concerning administrative records of govern-
ment departments. The expansion of government activities during the Se;
cond World War produced an avalanche of records and urgent problems in
regard to control, space and disposal. The United States was particularly
active in the development of more efficient methods of records management
bascd on controlled destruction of useless records by the application of

retention and disposal schedules. Similar methods were adopted in Canada,
9 M of ESW/71—3
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There was, however, no corps of experienced records managers in govern-
; 1 q 1yr S

ment departments, so the initiative in developing a system of records manage

ment was taken by the Public Archives. Several stages were cvident :

(a) In 1955 a records centie for the storagc_zmd scrvicing of dormzmt‘
records was built and staffed by the Public  Archives.  Although the usc.ol
records centre facilities was voluntary, the dramatic savings in space, .cqmp-
ments and staff promoted widespread use and led to the construction of
a system of regional records centres.

(b) The second stage was instructional. Public Archives staff assisted
deparmicntal records staff in the preparation of disposal schedulss, develo-
ped a general schedule for ‘“housekeeping” records common to all
departments, and commenced a series of records management cowrses for
departmental records managers.

(o) The third stage resulting from the recommendations of a Royal
Commission on Government Organisation was the implementation of
an Order in Council, the Public Records Order, which made compulsory
the scheduling of records and the use of records centres in the interests of
efficiency and economy.

A second service function for the entire government wag the cslabl%sh-
ment at the Public Archives of @ Central Microfilm Unit to avoid the duplica-
tion of microfilm equipment and staff and maintain adequate stafulards.
1t performs, at cost, microfilm services for most departments, providcs ad-
visory services and gives courses in microfilm technology to'kccp departments
informed concerning recent technical developments and procedures,

4. A coordinated system of records management and arcl{ival Services.
The development of records management and .mxcroﬁ?m services brought
a radical change in the organization of the l"ubllc Archives. By 196§ ‘there
were three branches. Only one, the Historical Branch, v.vas responsible for
conventional archival functions, the acquisition, preservation and ‘ref‘crcnce
services for archival material designated for permanent  retention, The
Records Management Branch has broad responsibilities in regard to the
control and disposal of active’ or dormant government reco ds. Thc‘Ad-
ministration and Technical Services Branch {rl.c!udes the Cen.tr.al. Micro-
film Unit as well as restoration and rep?ir. facilities ?nd an Exh\'bmons and
Publicity Section. The unity in these distinct functlons.xs provided by the
coordination of the Dominion Archivist, wh.o.heads a full-fledged depart-
‘ment, reporting to Parliament through a Minister, the Secretary of State.
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The justification for this concentration of services is the unity of records
management, and its integral relationship with archives. No destruction
is permitted without the approval of the Dominion Archivist who also en-
sures the quality of records by advice, assistance, instruction, published
guides, etc., reporting annually to the Treasury Board on the state of records
management, ensures cconomy by the provision of records centres and a
microfilm service, assesses proposals for destruction and microfilm pro-
Jjects, ensures the selection of archival material of all kinds by archivists, and
prgmotes the prompt transfer of records to the Archives as soon as depart-
mental operational requirements permit and the most liberal access to public

records for research which is consistent with the public interest and the pro-
tection of rights to personal privacy.

This unified system combining control of active and dormant adminis-
trative records with an archives service which includes material of all types
from government, private and foreign sources has developed in a pragmatic
manner as principles have proved in practice to be sound. Since the con-
ditions which governed the development of the system are not dissimilar to
those in many so-called developing countries, it is suitablc for adoption
with modifications to suit local conditions. Its essential featurcs are :

I. Itis a national repository for all types of historical research materials
of private and foreign as well as national government origin, including re-
cords of individuals, companies and associations as well as maps, photo-
graphs, motion picture films and sound recordings, making it unnecessary
to duplicate archival facilities in other institutions.

2. It recognizes that the efficiency of government departments and

agencies depends to a considerable extent on efficient and uniform record-
keeping “practices.

3. Tt recognizes that the quality of archives and control over destruc-
tion require intervention in administrative records by archives officers.

4. In countries which do not have a cadre of trained departmental re-
cords officers the archives can, as it has done in Canada,ltake the initiative in

training, setting standards and preparing guides, and in establishing records
centres for the storage of dormant records. -

5. It demonstrates the real savings in staff, equipment and space that

can be achieved by the use of records centres (estimated at $ 3.50 per cubic
foot in Canada).
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6. Reluctance of governments to spend money for cultural purposes
is overcome by the evidence of savings achieved by the records management
featwres of the archives programme,

7. Finzlly, the popularization of history which can be based on the rich
and varied historical resources, through exhibitions, sale of facsimilies, use
in schools, films, elc., extends the benefits of archives to the entlrc popula-
tion instcad of limiting it to a comparatively few researchers,

A NOTE ON THE THIVY PAPERS IN THE UNIVERSITY
OF MALAYA LIBRARY

S. ARASARATNAM

OHN A. Tuivy was the son of Louis Thivy, a proprietory planter

from Perak and one of the early leaders of the Indian community.
Louis Thivy was the first Indian to be appointed to a State Council (Perak
in 1929) and was active in the Indian Association of Perak as well as in the
Annual Conferences of Indian Associations that met from 1928 to 1933.
John Thivy followed in the footsteps of his father in involving himself in the
political activities of the Malayan Indian community. After qualifying in
the United Kingdom as a barrister-at-law, he established a successful legal
practice in Ipoh and thus had the professional and financial independence
to launch upon a political career and espouse radical causes. He moved
considerably more towards a strident and radical Indian nationalism than
his father and was an active worker in the Central Indian Associaiion of
Malaya. He had established contacts with the leaders of the Indian Nation-
al Congress, particularly with Jawaharlal Nehru, and sought to introduce
among the Malayan Indians some of the spark and the fire of Indian nation-
alism of the thirties and the forties. The Japanese war and occupation of
the country saw Thivy plunge deeply into the affairs of the Indian Indepen-
dence League and its military arm, the Indian National Army. He collabo-
rated closely with Rash Behari Bose, Japan’s chosen leader of East Asian
Indian nationalism, and helped to mobilise support among the Malayan
Indians. With the arrival of Subhash Chandra Bose in Singapore in July
1943 to direct the movement, Thivy found himself drawn, together with many
others, towards this magnetic personality. He held office in the Provision-
al Government of Azad Hind (Free India) proclaimed in October 1943.
Subhash Bose undoubtedly left a deep impact on Thivy.

Thivy saw the period after the war as essentially a continuation of the
struggles of the previous years in different forms and in different arenas.
He was one of the promoters of the Malayan Indian Congress founded in
August 1946, of which he was elected the first President. He served two
terms as President and then was appointed Agent of the Government of
India in Malaya, thus entering Indian Government service. He was there-
after transferred to other more senior positions in the Indian Foreign
Service and eventually retired in Madras,
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After his death through the good offices of Madame Thivy, the widow
of John A. Thivy, the University of Malaya Library (Kuala Lumpur) has
been able to acquire some of the private papers of this Malayan Indian
nationalist politician. It is proposed here to provide a brief resume of

the contents of these papers with a view to bringing them to the-attention of
the students of modern Malayan history.

The papers accumulated in the Library are a selection, presumably
made by Madame Thivy, from a larger collection of personal, political and
official documents left behind by John Thivy ranging over to the entire
period of his private and public activities. They are not serialised, are not
to be found in any meaningful sequence and some of the documents, are not
even properly dated. The earliest documents date from the pre-war years
though there are not very many of this period. Most of the document;-

belong to the years 1945 to 1948. There are a few belonging to a later
period.

The papers left behind by John Thivy derive their value in being a re-
cord of events by one of the chief participants in their making. Thivy emerg-
es from these papers not only as a prominent Malayan Indian nationaliit
but also as an adherent of the Pan-Asian ideal. His interest in the freedom
struggle of many Southeast Asian countries and also the deep impress of

Subhash Chandra Bose’s personality on him ‘
are clearl ; _
documents. y evident in these

‘ The earliest of these papers relate to an important piece of social
refon:m among the Indians of Malaya. 1In 1936 a Monogamous Marriage
Ordinance wa.s proposed in the legislature of the Straits Settlements Tlgxe
purl?o§e of this enactment was to enable persons other than those ro.f ssi

Christianity or Islam to contract a monogamous marriage in'esp ct'e S“‘Kf
the practices of their custom and usage. Thus, Hindus,’ amori?; oltvl:e;

could marry under this ordinance but were thereby deprived of their cus-

tomary right to marry again. The Indian community was divided in its

feactions to this Bill. The traditionalists felt that it would make seti
inroads into their customary -rights and wanted the Hindus to bcse f°“‘5~
fically excluded from its operation. The reformers of whom Thi Puas
. an articulate spokesman, welcomed the legislation a’nd in fact w w:’edwas‘
strepgthen it effectively in such a way as to embrace Hindus Theat(lle ttof
Indian Association of Malaya was making representations t.o'the G vern
ment on the Bill and invited views from the public. John Thi subov'emci
a memorandum to the Association and this document appeat:y amo:mt:' ‘
papers. In this memorandum Thivy makes some suggestion to make Hgindl:
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participation in the Ordinance more effective.  The Bill was passed
as the Civil Marriage Act No. 9 of 1940. This is followed by
his comments on another proposed Act: the Marriage Registration Ordi-
nance. The purpose of this Act was to enable all marriages of persons other
than Christians and Muslims in the Straits Settlements to be registered,
thus securing legal proof of marriage and enabling the strengthening and con-
solidation of this institution. Thivy supports this Act also very strongly.

There is another document belonging to the pre-war period. This is
& copy of a letter written to the Kinta Indian Association on behalf of the
Central Indian Association of Malaya and contains neither date nor the
signature of the sender. 1f one may hazard a guess from the internal evi-
dence, it appears to have been written by John Thivy’s father, Louis Thivy,
who was prominent in the formation of the C.I.A.M. and the date of writing
is most likely withinayear of its formation in 1937. The letter high-
lights a difference that had arisen between the C.LA.M. and the Kinta
Indian Association over the scope of the former's activities. The K.LA.
appears 1o have demurred at the political nature of the C.I.A.M.’s programme
and proposed to withdraw its support from this body in deference to the fears
of the large body of government officers that constituted part of its member-
ship. Writing on behalf of the C.1LA.M., the correspondent argues strongly
against this stand of the K.LA., points to a number of actions of a political
nature undertaken by the K.I.A. itself and its associates and appeals strongly
for its support in making a success of the CI1.A.M. the first united repre-
sentative body of Malayan Indians.

In chronological sequence, this is followed by a type-written copy of
a pamphlet entitled “A Short Sketch of the Indian Independence Movement
(East Asia) under the aegis of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind
(Free India) by J.A. Thivy.” As the Preface tells us, the pamphlet was
publisﬁed in Hanoi in October 1945 and was written to provide a ‘true pic-
ture of the Indian Independence Movement that was launched in East Asia
in 1942, It is a highly idealised account of the Indian independence move-
ment under Subhash Chandra Bose. It is useful for the details it provides
on the organisational and propagandist aspects of the movement. As an
active participant in the movement and one convinced of the ideology be-
hind it, Thivy’s account is obviously one-sided and glosses over its many fuil-
ures, its internal difficuities and its ultimate futility. But it is useful as a
record, seen from the inside and giving expression to the hopes and ideals
of Bose’s followers. It is rather weak on the military aspects which Thivy
and other civilian leaders probably were never concerned with. The whole
account reflects the anti-colonialism and anti-imperiaﬁsm that swept throilgix
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middle-class Indians as an ideology in this period and left its mark on a gene-
ration of politicians of the immediate post-war years.

Next in chronological order comes a diary of loose leaves of 80 quarto
pages with a sketch of Joan of Arc as its frontispiece. This is a very fasci-

nating, if disorderly, diary, dating from 11 October 1945 to 18 December -

1945, presumably kept by John Thivy in his own handwriting during the
period of his brief incarceration. It contains a.whole wide range of entries
of international events in no fixed order or sequence, often haphazard and
unconnected, with items from different countries following each other and
even running into each other. But because of the detailed nature of the
record and the widely different sources from which they appear to be brought
together, there is a mine of information on events that happened in this
period. Besides Malaya and Singapore, there are entries on lndia, Java
Burma, Thailand, Indo-China, China, Japan, Russia, Britain. France, Ger:
many, the United States and the Middle East. The closc attention with
which the diarist followed the Indonesian and the Viet Minh revolutions
shows his great interest in independence movements in Southcust Asia and
reflects the Pan-Asian ideal that was on the ascendant shortly after the war.

Two documents are a follow-up to this aspect of John Thivy's career.
The third anniversary of the formation of the Provisional Government of
Azad Hind was celebrated in Singapore in October 1946. John Thivy who
was then the President of the Malayan Indian Congress, released a sta{x;ment
to the Indian Daily Mail and the Tamil Murasu and also made a speech at
the mass rally in Singapore. Both these texts are available am01‘1g these
pa;?e.rs. In his address at the rally, Thivy touched on the contemporary
political situation and exhorted Indians to be prepared to continue the
struggle for independence which they had begun under Subhash Bose n
the same spirit of self-sacrifice that they had exhibited at that tﬂne .h is
of interest to note that three resolutions were passed at this mecting. The
first renewed ‘our determination to maintain that tradition of servi;:e and
sacrifice in the cause of freedom which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose esta-
blished in this country.” The second and third urged the governments
of the Malaya Union and Singapore to legislate for the abolition of the safe
of toddy in this country and to take steps against the distillation of illicit
samsu. '

- There is another group of dotuments that owes its origin to  John
Thivy’s involvements in the Malayan Indian Congress.  As one of the
leaders behind its inauguration and its first President who saw it through ;
year and a half of its activities, Thivy was in an excellent position to recgord
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these historic cvents. The draft proposals and the Constitution of the Mala-

yan Indian Congress are available here in English and in Tamil. The draft

proposals argue the necessity for a representative organisation for Indians

in Malaya in the context of contemporary political developments. It out-

lines the various departments in which the Congress would function. These

draft proposals and the draft constitution were placed before a Conference

of Malayan Indians held at Kaula Lumpur from 3rd to 5th August, 1946.

The text contains alterations, presumably made by Thivy, subsequent to the .
discussions held in the Conference.

Among the documents is to be found a part of the text of resolutions
that were to be adopted by the first annual sessions of the M.L.C.  Part A
is missing and Part B is entitled ‘Resolutions Affecting Policy’. There are
13 resolutions which the Executive Committee is recommending to the gene-
ral body. The first resolution is on the ‘Constitutional Issue’, and rejects
the proposals of the Malayan Uion, identifies the M.I.C. with the Pan-
Malayan Council of Joint Action, urges the achievement of mutual concord
between the Malayas and the Indians, resolves to support the constitutional
proposals drafted by the PUTERA and PMCJA and criticises the separation
of Singapore from the Malayan Union. A number of other tesolutions are
proposed, among which the most significant is on labour and temperance.
In an obvious reference to the spread of communism among Indian planta-
tion labour the resolution says: “It is regretted that the Indian working class
has been torn away from the main body politic of the Indian community in
this country and is now in danger of being exploited by extraneous forces.
It is therefore urged that the Congress should take immediate measures to
bring back Indian labour into the fold of the Community for the mutual
advantages and strength of all”. This section produeed a heated debate in
the annual sessions and was expunged from the main resolution in the face -
of vocal opposition. The Committee recommended to the general body
that John Thivy be re-clected President of the M.I.C. for 1947. There are
also copies of resolutions submitted by the local branch of the Congress and
a list showing 55 such branches spread throughout the States and-the.
Settlements. - - - ' ;

- Another document contains ‘the text of Thivy’s presidential address
to the annual sossion of the M.L.C. in 1947. The address is important in
that it reflects the isstic which confronted the Indian community at that time.
The first of these was the constitutional issue and Thivy pledged the co-
aperation of the M.L.C. with the PUTERA in opposing the constitution and
framing a new one. Then there was the division between the M.L.C. and
indian trade leaders that was widening. The labour leaders had opposed
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the setting up of a Labour Department of the M.L.C. and so this was dropp-
ed. Thivy asserted the function of the M.L.C. as a supra-guardian of Indian
interests over and above many other sectional bodies that were already in
existence and criticised the attitude of such bodies that jealously guarded
their exclusiveness.

An undated statement by J.A. Thivy on the Malayan Indian Congress
is a reply to criticisms that had appeared in the local Indian press of the
M.LC. and its policies. Probably written towards the middle of 1947, it
secks to answer criticisms of the inactivity of the M.L.C. Thivy admits
some inactivity caused by the traditional aversion of the Malayan Indian
middle class to politics. He draws attention to the educational, economic
and social welfare programme of the Congress and calls upon the Indians to
support these aspects of the Congress’ activities. He then spcaks of the
M.LC.’s activities in connection with the constitutional proposals, its rolc
in opposing these proposals in liaison wigh the PMCJA and the PUTERA
and in the draftiug of a new constitution. Thivy next answers the criticism
over the involvement of the Representative of the Government of India in
the affairs of the Malayan Indians and justifies the consultations he had been
having with the Representative. Finally, he deals with the criticism that
the MLI.C. is not interested in the affairs of Indian labour.

A document entitled ‘The History of the Congress Association in
the Constitutional Issue’, is a statement prepared by the executive committee
of the M.I.C. for presentation to the Congress’ general conference. 1t is
undated but was probably prepared towards the end of 1948. The state-
ment reviews the political situation, the withdrawal of the Malayan Union
constitution and the formulation of the constitution of the Federation of
Malaya and of the colony of Singapoie early in 1948. It criticises those
constitutions and the British imperial policy in no uncertain terms and seeks
to promote opposition to them. It also shows the rift between the U.M.N.O.
and M.L.C. and strongly criticises the U.M.N.O. for its support of the cons-
titution and of imperial interests. The statement is an indication of radi-
cal, anti-imperialist trend of the M.L.C. from 1947 onwards. 1t is of value
to students of Malayan politics of this period. It should be noted that Thivy
was no longer the President of the M.L.C. but had by then becn appointed
Representative of the Government of India in Malaya. But he must have
been in continuing touch with the M.I.C. and hence the appearance of this
document among his papers.

A few remaining nuseellancous items may be listed in conclusions. On
Malayan politics, there are two documents: a statement dated 2 July, 1955
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and signed S.K.D. from Ipoh criticising the Perak Progressive Party and its

leader Mr. D. R. Seenivasagam, and another under the same signature,

dated 20 July 1955 containing some trivial observations on the contempo-

rary political scene. Yet another statement by S. Ramachandran from
Penang and dated 20 December 1947 criticises the Chettiar community for
its alleged lack of interest in political affairs and Indian interests. Two

documents relate to the death of Mahatma Gandhi, onc a speech by J. A.

Thivy delivered in Penang on 12 February 1948 paying homage to the

Mahatma and the other a letter conveying a message of sympathy from the

§ecretary of Malayan Democratic Union to John Thivy as Representative

of Government of India, dated 2 February 1948. Then there is the copy of
a speech made in Singapore, probably by Thivy, on the occasion of the 40th

anniversary of the Indonesian National Movement. And finally, there is a

copy of a statement issued by Ho Chi Minh as President of Viet-Nam Demo-

cratic Republic, dated 6 Januaty 1947 and entitled ‘Viet-Nam’s appeal to

the world. Note on the Franco-Viet-Nam conflict issued by the Viet-

Nam Government’, ‘

Altogether, these documents are a valuable source for modern Malayan

~ history and particularly the social and political history of the Indian immi-

grant community. Their particular strength lies in the light that they shed

on events during the Japanese occupation and the two to thiee years imme-
diately after the war.



THE BOMBAY ARCHIVES

V. G. KHOBREKAR

TH.E Bombay Archives is considered as the oldest of the existing
institutions of its kind in India. Tt was founded in 1821 and
has in its custody the earliest surviving Surat Qutward Letter Book of 1630

1. Building

The present building, originally designed for accommodating ﬂ;e
Government Central Press, was later utilised for housing the public records
and accommodating the Elphinstone College. All the records, till then dis-
persed in threc separate buildings were removed to *his new building in 1888,
It is interesting to know how the building meant for the state records was
lent partly for the Elphinstone College. By 1888 when this building was
completed the bulk of the records consisted of 2 lakh volumes and a very
large quantity of unbound manuscripts, At first the top floor of the build-
ing was intended for the records and therefore made fireproof. Subsequently

its west wing was allotted for the reception of the 1ecords and made fireproof
throughout at a later date.

The Elphinstone College was accommodated in the east wing, In
1920 the second floor was given to the Elphinstone College for housing its
chemical laboratory. Considering the huge height (23 feet) of each floor
one can understand that the building was meant only for the records and not
for the College.

G.W. Forrest who was called by the Government of India to take
charge of the Imperial Record Department at Calcutta in 1891 was the
Director of Records, Bombay in 1886. A small committee consisting of
Forrest, the Chief Secretary, and the Secretary to Public Works Department
planned fittings of iron racks worth Rs. 80,000 patterned on German model
to ensure long life for the records. So also, for protection and security
iron bars were fixed to the doors and windows. In addition, on the inner
side the windows were protected with wire gauze at the cost of Rs. 3,000.

The total area occupied by the Bombay Records at present is 30,000
sq. feet, the records having been arranged on 120 iron racks each of 1’6'2”
height 422" length and 2'9" breadth. The racks occupy an area of appro-
ximately 94,000 cubic feet and there are cight stack rooms, The racks have
12,760 compartments and each compartment holds 25 to 40 volumes depend-
ing on the size of the records.
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2. Nature and Extent of the Records

The total number of records, in the custody of the Bombay Office, -
is about 98,000 manuscript volumes and 4,00,000 files, in addition to about
8,00,000 volumes of printed records. They were created in the course of
the administration of the East India Company’s Presidency of Bombay
since its establishment and its preceding and succeeding authorities. The
Company had its headquarters first at Surat, but in 1687, it was shifted to
Bombay. As a commetcial corporation the Company had, during the 17th
oentury, little territorial interests but in course of time it got mixed up with
politics. and acquired jurisdiction which gradually spread to the whole of
the old Bombay Presidency. The activities of the Company in commerce,
politics, wars, and administration are reflected in the Bombay Records.
The records may be classified into five main categories : '

(A)—Pre-1820 records which are mostly copies of original records of the East
India Company’s Factories and Residencies in Western India and the
Persian Gulf and later the Bombay Presidency, maintained in the form
of Diaries Outward or Order Books and Inward or Letter Books
(about 7,000 Volumes). )

(B)—1820--1920 records which are the proccedings of Government ‘in each
Department in Compilations arranged in alphabetical order bound in
volumes upto 1912 and in loose files upto 1920 (about 76,000 volumes).

(C)—Post-1920 records which are maintained in the form of files, one file
for each. subject according to the Maxwell system (about 4,00,000
files). ' .

(D)—Printed records (8,00,000 Books & Volumes).

(E)—Maps (about 6,000).

(A)—Pre-1820 Records

The early manuscript records deposited in the Bombay Record Office
consist of : Factory and Rgsidency_Records, Bombay Presidency 'Rééor‘ds ;
Records of Missions, Committees, etc; Despatches from and to the Court
of Directors; and Miscellaneous records, such as Selections, Selected Compi-
lations, etc. i R

- The Factory and Residency Records, as the name indicatés, are recosds
of the commercial establishments of the East India Company mainly in
Western India ard in the Persian Gulf region. They mainly register the
business transactions of the Company, but incidentally 'refer'tb political
events. To this category belong the records of the (a) Surat Présidency and
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Factory (1646-1809 excepting the Outward Letter Book of 1630); (b) Broach
Factory (1772-83); (c) Belapur Factory (1780-81); (d) Thana Factory
(1776-1817); (¢) Bankot Factory (1756-1814) and Residency (1757-1809);
(f) Karwar Factory (1720-22, 1751-52); (g) Sind Factory (1762-64); (h;
Mokha Factory (1722-95) and Residency (1820-8); (i) Basra Factory (1,725)
and Residency (1766-1811); (j) Gombroon or Bandar Abbas Factory
(1741-57); (k) Karanja Residency (1775-1802); (1) Kalyan Residency (1781);
{m) Poona Residency (1798-1819); (n) Raree Residency (1766); (o) Malaba;
Commercial Residency (1793-1818); (p) Commercial Residency Northward
(including Surat, Broach, Cambay and Kathiawad, 1774-1835) and )
Bushire Residency (1789-98). In addition there is a volume each concern-
ing the capture of Diego Garcia Island in the Indian Qcean in 1786, and the
Letter Book (1679-83) of Bantam Factory brought by that factory’s officials
to Surat when it was attacked by the Dutch. All these records belong to the
early days of the East India Company and have, therefore, great interest for
the students of Anglo-lndian History. Unfortunately, the gaps in these
records are many and long. The volumes contain only a few letters, com-
pared with the number of years they cover. The Surat Presidency an;i Fac-
tory records consist of 233 volumes including 30 volumes in Dutch. The
rest of the old Surat records and also those of the shortlived factory at Raja-
pur, appear to have been lost or destroyed. Many of these factories were
founded long before the dates of their first extant records. The records of
the Factories and Residencies on the Malabar Coast subordinate to the Bom-

bay Presidency and earlier in the Bombay Archives were t
ransferr
custody of the Madras Record Office in 1913. ed to the

The second category of records, the Presidency Records, form the
major bulk of the early Bombay Archives. They number ai:out 2906
volumes. In this class, prior to 1720, there are a few Qutward Order Books
and Inward Letter Books, and Dispatches from the Court of Directors
a volume of correspondence and judicial records and certain manuscri ;;
“Selections” though the administrative headquarters of the Compan fn
Western India was shifted from Surat to Bombay in 1687. It was ?n 13;08
on the union of the two rival Companies, that Bombay became an inde n:
dent Presidency with jurisdiction over the Factories and Residencies ﬁ‘::n-
ticned earlier. The affairs of the Presidency were dealt with by the Presi-
dent and Governor of Bombay assisted by a Council consisting of ten mem-
bers, In early 18th century half of the members of the Council resided at
Surat as did the Deputy Governor, being the President of the Factory there
The next posts of note were the Treasurer, Store-keeper, Warchouses-kee r.
Purser, Marine-Secretary, Accountant and Physician, ' pets
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In the early Diary volumes the Consultations of the President and his
Council are first entered and then the correspondence and the accounts
passed. Events of interest at Bombay also used to be chronicled but this
practice ceased with increase in correspondence. After 1820, the diary
system was discontinued and a different system was introduced.

In the beginning the transactions of the Bombay Government were
recorded only under one department, the Public Department. As the acti-
vities of the Company began to expand new Departments were created and
{he business of the Presidency was divided among these Departments.
The Secrct and Political Department was set up in 1755. With additions
to the Company’s territory, revenue records came to be maintained separate-
ly in the newly created Revenue Department from 1779.- This Department
dealt with Survey Settlements, Jand alienations, Khoti and lahoti villages,
boundary disputes, forests etc. Other Departments soon sprang up such
as the Commercial Department in 1786, the Military Department in 1788,
the Judicial Department in 1795, Separate Department in 1799 (to deal with
the Chief Secretary's duties), the Financial Department in 1811, Eccelesias-
tical Department in 1817, and Marine Department in 1818.  The total
number of these pre-1820 records is about 7,000 volumes, a few of which are
in duplicate.

(B)—1820-1920 Records

From the year 1820 onwards the proceedings of the Government in
each Department are in Compilations arranged alphabetically subjectwise.
This system continued upto the year 1920. -

Bombay Presidency acquired extensive territories after the fall of the
Peshwa in 1818. The British then undertook the settlement of the province
and organization of its administration on the foundations of the earlier
Maratharule, Mountstuart Elphinstone evolving the broad policies for
administering the country and educating its people. ‘

A number of new Departments began to function during this period.
The Public Department having been shorn of many important functions
with their institution _its name was changed to General Department.
dealt with local self-government, scientific, medical and sanitary matters
and subjects commen to all the other departments or to none; it hiad a
Plague Branch between 1898 and 1910. - A Public Works Departfhent was
formed in 1855, which began to deal with the subject of raitways eartier
considéred in the General Departmient and irrigation separately from 1868
onwards and was' cencerned with-matters of construction of roads and
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bridges, maintenance of government buildings, hospitals, schools, colleges,
fortifications, harbour improvements, telegraphs and telephones, archaeo-
logical monuments etc. Similarly the subject of education dealt with in the
General Department got a Department of its own in 1860. It dealt with sub-
jects mainly of educational interest, such as schools, colleges, charitable
institutions, libraries, publications, manuscripts, agricultural education,
universities, museums, art and technical institutions etc. The total number
of bound records upto 1911 is about 2624 volumes, minute books ctc. The
records of this Department after 1911 are maintained in files and Compila-
tions numbering 31,290. A Legislative Department was set up in 1862 to
deal with the Legislative Council, and a Special Department in 1902 for con-
fidential matters. The Commercial Department was abolished in 1836,
the Military in 1895 on assumption of complete control of the subject by
the Government of India and the shortlived Indo-European Telegraph De-
partment for the same reason. The subjects of Mint and Steam got separate
Departments for only a short while, the former for 1830-7, and the latter for
1837-9.

The archives of the period are a mine of information for the historian
and the administrator alike. Problems of agriculture, forest, revenue
settlement, roads, hospitals, etc. have all been discussed by men of wide
knowledge and ripe experience. Many of the vexed problems they discussed
are yet to find ultimate solutions, and a study of the archives should prove
helpful and stimulating. Geographical information of great value is avail-
able in many volumes. Minutes by the distinguished men who ruled the
Presidency form a store-house of valuable knowledge regarding the civil and
judicial administration of the Presidency. There is hardly any question
regarding the administration which has not been discussed by them. Their
views would be of great value in planning welfare measures of the present day.

v

(C)—Post-1920 Records

General Department—With the introduction of Montague-Chelmsford
reforms in 1921 the General Department began to look after local self-
government, medical services and public health, and education, The
nomenclature of the department was changed to “General, Educational,
Marine and Ecclesiastical Department” and in 1925 to “General and Educa-
tional Department” with the transfer of merchant shipping and ecclesiasti-
cal matters to other Departments. Between 1921 and 1937 it dealt with
matters pertaining to control over destruction of wild animals, preservation
of ancient monuments and manuscripts, libraries, and exhibitions, etc, In

1925 two new subjects, cotton ginning and pressing factories & village
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water supply were added to the.Department’s jurisdiction. 1n 1947 the
General and Education Department was split up.  The subjects of education,
industrial and backward classes, were transferred to the newly formed Educa-
tional and Industrial Department. The other half of the Department be-
came “Health and Local Government Department”, X '

The erstwhile Secret and Political Department was desngnated as
Political and Reforms Department between 1920 and 1938. ln l938 the
subject Civil Services was transferred to the Department and it was called
the Political and Services Department. 1t is now desighated as General
Administration Department. There are 53,070 files of this Department.

in view of the expansion of the activities of the ReVenue Department
and the need of accelerating the planning of the post-war reconstructiok
this Department was bifurcated into Revenue Department proper and Re-
construction Department in 1944, The total number of volumes of the pro-
ceedings of this Department is about 17,830, :

In 1921 the nomenclature of tre Judicial Department was 'changed
into Home Department. The Home Departmerlt now deals with police,
civiland criminal justice, maintenance of peace and order, jails etc., besides
dealing with matters relating to political activities, (communists, public
security, communal organisations, obscene literature, military and polmcal .
intelligence.) It has 129 diaries, 180 inward and outward books 11,082
volumes, 74,986 files “and compllatlons of records. ‘ o

Financial Department (Finance Department) -—thh the mtroductlon
of the Reforms Act, 1919, the basis of the financial arrangements between
the Central and Provincial Governments was changed in 1921-22 and the
Government of Bombay came to be directly responsible for the. financial
administration of the Presidency. . It prepares annual budget, evolves taxation .
measures, and advises Government in all matters involving financial consi-
deration. -Bureau of Ecanomics and Statistics formed in 1946 is a part.of
the Finance Department. It offers advice on methods of collecting statisti-
cal information. There are 30 diaries and 152 inward-outward and minute
books of records. In addition to the above this Departmerit has 3,645
volumes and 37,590 files and compilations. , e .

. The Public Works Department has now been Spht up mto two depart-
ments, namely (i) Building and Communication Department, and (u) Irrjga-
tion and Power Department. The records of Pubhc Works Department in-
clude 490 minute books etc. 2,939 volumes and 57, 570 ﬁles

IM of ESW/T1—4



46 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

The subject of Social Welfare has now been transferred to Education
Department redesignated as Education and Social Welfare Department.

The erstwhile Legislative or Legal Department.—Redesignated as Law
and Judiciary Department it administered the following subjects between
1934 and 1937: Litigation, opinion conveyancing and drafting of council
bills. From Ist January 1950 the Department deals with the following
subjeqts: criminal and civil law, drafting of principle legislation, élections,
state opinion on constitutional law, work relating to Government litigation,

etc. The existing records of this Department are 401 minute books etc. und
5215 volumes.

After 1946, new Departments like Industries and Labour, Fisheries,
Agriculture, Rural Department, Rehabilitation etc. came into existence. The
records of these Departments are available in files. The State Archives
has 3450 files in its custody belonging to Labour and Housing Department.

(D) Printed Records and Old Newspaper Files

There is a collection of over 8,62,792 printed records in the form of
volumes and books. The old publications consist of General Orders, Abs-
tracts of Proceedings, Gazettes of India, Bombay Government Gazettes,
London Gazettes, Atlasses, Bombay Police Gazettes, Labour Gazettes.
Aden Gazettes, Sind Official Gazettes, and Gazettes of the Government
of .Fort St. George (Madras). Annual Administrative Reports of various
Departments, Civil Lists and other publications received as gifts and on
reciprocal exchange basis are also available.

There are about 1,000 old newspaper files, viz. the Bombay Gazette
(1791-1914), the Bombay Courier (1792-1846); the Bombay Chronicle (old)
(1825-35), the Bombay Chronicle (new) (1913-46), the Bombay Times
(1838-59), The Bombay Telegraph (1847-68), the Bombay Witness (1844-
46), the Darpan (1832-34), the Examiner (1835-36), the Bombay Guardian
(1856-1905), the Kesari (1900-31), the London Times (1820-72, 1914-15,
1921-37), The Times of India (1861-1952), and the Young India (1915-31).

(E) Maps

There are about 6,000 old maps of districts in Bombay Presidency and
other provinces. 4,564 of them have been listed so far, Survey operations
sta rted vigorously in this Province from 1820. Copies of the maps prepared
from that pgriod to date, of the districts of Bombay Presidency, surrounding
areas and of the Bombay Island are found in this collection. Majority of
thz maps have been prepared by the Survey of India. '
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3. Classification

In 1863 the Government of Bombay entrusted to Maj. Thomas Candy
the work of examination and classification of its records. He classified and
arranged the records not by their sources such as Factories and Departments
but by their form, viz. Diaries, Outwards or Order Books, Inwards or Letter
Books, .Despatches etc., thus violating the fundamental archival principle
of respect des fonds. He later realized his mistake, and when again placed
on special duty in 1868-69, arranged the Despatches from and to the Court
of Directors according to their originating Departments, compiled a separate
but incomplete series of duplicates, supplied gaps with aid of the series avail-
able in the Government’s Private Secretary’s Office and destroyed triplicates.

Similarly by a Resolution of the Political Department (No. 510 of 27th
January 1886) Mr. G.W. Macpherson was asked to prepare in consul-
tation with Departmental Secretaries rules regarding classification of records
for preservation and destruction. Accordingly, he prepared an exhaustive
list showing which papers were to be preserved and which were unwanted.
The Government accepted his views. '

At present the classification and weeding of records of Departments
of Bombay Secretariat is governed by relevant instructions in the Secretariat
instructions and Maxwell’s Manual of Office Procedure. Every Depart-
ment classifies and weeds out its own records accordingly. The records

of ‘A’ Class which are transferred to the State Record Office are particularly
useful for research. ' '

4. Preservation and . Repairs

On each shelf of the iron racks naphthalene bricks are kept to repel
cockroaches and other insects. The documents are frequently dusted by hand
before they are restored to the shelf. To treat them with disinfectants a
fumigation chamber is used. The stack area is also treated with chemicals
so as to prevent attack of termites and yearly contract is given to a special-
ised servicing agency for this purpose. Such of -the documents as need
mending are repaired with hand-made paper and fine Japanese tissue paper.
Microfilming of records is executed by the Manager; Government Photo
Registry Office, as and when necessary. : .

s Reference Media

‘The archives would remain a closed book if there were no suitable aids
to make searches in them. Such aids have been provided-in't he form of Key-
books, Volume lists, indexes, press-lists and descriptive catalo gues, With
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their help relevant records are easily traced. The number of volume-lists
and of indexes, etc. is 1475. \

A K.eybook contains headings and sub-headings of the Compilations
arranged in an alphabetical order of the main headings. The numbers of
the volumes in which the Compilations are bound are added in due course

The keybook is only intended as a provisional ind i
ex pend i
of the volume list. pending the preparation

A Volume list lists in alphabetical order of main heads all the Compi-
lations and volumes of a department for the year, with their contents Tll)le
sub-headings forming the immediate headings of Compilations ar'e also
entered in most Departments in alphabetical order.

The indexes state the subjects of Compilations in details, main heads
and sub-heads under each main head. Reference is given to the number
of the Compilation only. : A

There are four printed volumes of Press Lists of Ancient Documents
p.reserved in the Bombay Record Office relating to the periods: ( 1) 1646-1700
(ii) 1700-1719, (iii) 1720-1740 and (iv) 1740-1760. The preparation o;'
press-lists has now been given up as it is time-consuming and less useful
owing to the meagreness of information contained in them.

G.W. Forrest, Director of Records, published in 1887 an *“Alphabeti-
cal Catalogue of the contents of the Bombay Secretariat Records (1630-
to 1780)’? In 1955 a Descriptive Catalogue of Secret and Political De t
fnent Series (1755-1820) was brought out. The catalogue indicates theparb-
Jject m.atter of each document and with the help of the index at the end 3: .
can pick up the material required. Such descriptive catalogues or othr:'

series ar«? glso under preparation. At present the catal'ogue of Public Depart-
ment series has been made ready for printing. | i

6. Research Facilities

The Directorate of Archives, Bombay, provides research scholar
and students with facilities for research. Over half a dozen stud .
can sit at a time for reading records in well-ventilated and ai scl; rers
where satisfactory seating and lighting arrangements have ber:’n mr::;rs
Research students are guided by the Director and his staff in selecti ’
material for research. Use of the archival library is allowed, f 1 oo
only; books are not issued out. » on Tesenes
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7. Publicatians

The Government of Bombay took up in the 19th century the publication
of “Selections from the Records of the Government of Bombay” for imme-
diate administrative use. Between 1852 and 1920 no less than 580 volumes
of Selections were printed: 15 in the old series, 565 in the new series and 9
in the ‘Irrigation Series’. Most of them deal with revenue surveys and
settlement operations. About 90 volumes of the series contain valuable data
on historical and archaeological matters, topographic and descriptive
notes on Asian Countries, and police and jail administration reports. The
real work of compiling selections from the records for historical use was
done by Sir George Forrest. He brought out “Selections from the Letters,
Despatches, and other State Papers preserved in the Bombay Secretariat”,
published during 1885-1906 in three series: (1) Maratha, (2) Home and (3)
Travels and Journals. In the Maratha Series it was the intention to trace,
with the help of records in the Bombay Secretariat Record Office, the history
of the Marathas from their founder Shivaji and his father to their defeat
by the British in 1818. The Home Series mostly dealt with the administra-
tion of Surat and Bombay Presidencies in the 17th century while the Tra-
vels Series included selections from journals preserved in the Record Office,
of officials who undertook journeys to Afghanistan, Persia and Arabia.

Apart from these' Government publications, the documents connected
with the beginning of the Gaikwads’ rule over Gujarat till the surrender of
their sovereignty to the British have been collected and published by Father
J.H. Gense and Dr. D. R. Banaji in 10 volumes between 1936 and 1945,
The extracts and documents published in these volumes form a cream of
relevant pre-1820 records in the Bombay Records. As an ally of the Gaik-
wads, British power extended its influence to North Gujarat, Kathiawad
and Cutch and brought these regions under British control. Reports of
several thissions under Maj. Walker, €ol. Ballantine, Mac Mordo to
Kathiawad and Cutch between 1807-1820 and frequent reports of Bombay
Council to the Company’s Directors on their political relations with the
Marathas are full of interesting information.

The same authors had earlier edited documents in the Bombay Record
Office dealing with Mostyn and others appointed to conduct negotiations
with the Poona Government in respect of Raghunathrao and other matters,
{Gense and Banaji, The Third English Embassy to Poona, Bombay, 1934).

Political relations of the Company’s Government of Bombay with
its neighbours is the subject matter of the Secret and Political Department
series of Bombay Records. The Company’s possessions on the west coast
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lay contiguous to Maratha country and have therefore proved of absorbing
interest to those interested in Anglo-Maratha relations. Of late this valuable
source material of Indo-British history is being fully utilised by a number
of research workers. Particularly research works recently published by
Dr. S.P. Verma (4 Study in Maratha Diplomacy, Agra, 1956) and
Dr. Sailendra Nath Sen (Anglo-Maratha Relations, Calcutta, 1961) are
based on these records. Mr. B.K. Shrivastava of St. Xavier’s College has
published some documents relating to the Angres (The Angreys of Kelaba in
British Records 1718 A.D. to 1884 A.D., Poona, 1950).

Other topics in this series on which scholars can work with profit are:
the history of Bombay marine from 1755 to 1820; organisation of Bombay
Army; defence of the island of Bombay against enemies from the sea: rela-
tions with native chiefs in Malabar; conquest and administration of
Malabar till its transfer to Madras in 1801; Anglo-French rivalry; activities
of the French agents in the Middle East etc.

These records have already proved their international importance
as in the cases of Goa, Nagar Haveli and Cutch. For supplying
historical data and answers to the International Court's questionnaire, a
band of research workers was employed to sift useful material fr om the
records of almost all Secretariat Departments for the period 1740-1955,

The Bombay records thus are in great demand from many quarters.

For meeting the primary needs of users a series of Descriptive Catalogues has
been planned.
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PRIVATE PAPERS

DR. SAMPURNANAND COLLECTION

" B. M. SANKHDHER

AHATMA Gandhi was a miracle man. He had a unique magnetism.

His movements for the independence of India forced numerous edu-
cationists and scholars to give up their literary pursuits and throw themselves
heart and soul into the mainstream of freedom struggle. Born on January
1, 1889, and educated at the University of Allahabad, Dr. Sampurnanand,
who started his career as a teacher, could hardly withstand the challenge of
freedom, thrown by the Mahatma. He sacrificed his principalship of Dun-
garpur College, Bikaner, to be imprisoned several times during the National
Movemaznt. A disciple of Mahatma Gandhi with a “socialistic frame of
mind, Dr. Sampurnanand continued’ to inspire and exhilarate the masses
throughout the national struggle, and later on as Chief Minister of U.P.
and Governor of Rajasthan, he left his own mark of distinction, both as
a statesman and philosopher. He wrote original works, on political science,
philosophy, law, astrology, religion and literature. His ‘Socialism’ is a
brilliant product of profundity and scientific analysis. In the field of
journalism too, Dr. Sampurnanand was a tremendous succcss. He was
not merely associated with a large number of newspapers and periodicals
but had also the privilege of editing ‘Maryada’ and ‘Today’. The ‘Aaj’
also received his patronage. He also worked as Chairman of the Committee
on Emotional Integration which submitted its report in 1962, and as Director
of Kashi Vidyapith, Banaras.

Dr. Sampurnanand Collection, a recent procuremént of the Natiopal
Archives of India, is a valuable addition to the private archives collections -
in the.custody of this institution. It is classified under three broad groups :
Correspondence, Literary Works and Miscellancous. The Correspondence
is further divided into ‘Important Cbrrespondence 1931-68, ‘Miscellaneous
Correspondence, 1947-67° and ‘Sampurnanand’s Correspondence with his
wife, 1922-28’. - It consists of letters of a large. number of eminent Indians,
such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jawahar Lal Nehru, C.Y. Chintamani, Subhash
Chandra Bose, B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Sarojini Naidu, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Dr. Zakir Husain, Raja Mahendra Pratap and Dr. Bhagwan Das.
These letters arz a free and frank discussion of various ideas and ideologies.
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As an illustration of the above point, | quote Jawahar Lal Nehru's letter
) he D (=
to Dr. Sampurnanand written on Qctober 21, 1950 :

“Gandhiji with his genius found a method of action or inaction which
was peculiarly suited to the passivity of India’s mind and habits. We suc-
ceeded, but that passivity itself came in our way and now again obstructs
us. In the ultimate. analysis our failings arc not of this method o 1hal‘
but arc inherent in us as a people. We arc changing of course, but much~
too slowly. Our social background and structurc are conservative, unc

. | ! ' hang-
ing, and static, apart from lacking unity.” £

The Congress Socialist Party, Kashi Vidyapith, language controversy
Sanskrit Sammelan, socialism, U. P. politics, welfarc state. communa!isél
role of a Governor, national integration and a large number of other imp;)rt-.
ant subjects have been discussed in the Correspondence.

Among the literary works of Di. Sampurnanand (he Collection
comprises original manuscripts of ‘Memories and Reflections’, *Hindu Dev
Parivar Ka Vikas’, ‘Satyanamopanishad’, *Yogadarshan®, *Atharva Ved- and
‘National Integration’. His autobiography in Hindi is also available iy the
Collection. Dr. Sampurnanand, though a Gandhian, had his own political
ideology. He belicved in the organic theory of the State. In his Report of
the Committee on Emotional Integration, 1962, he remarks -

“We are an independent nation today but...nationhood is not merely
a product of geography or politics. To be strong it must have a solid basis
in the mind of the citizen...and citizenship is possible only when the in;ii_
vidual feels completely integrated with the whole, of which he is a pait
The State must not be an amorphous mass but an o1ganic entity.” '

Among the miscellaneous items included in- the Collection, mention
may be made of his degrees of Doctors of Law and Literature and the title
of ‘Jyothirvibhooshanan’ conferred on him by the All-India Jyothisha Semin-
ar, Cherpu (Kerala) in 1966. The Collection has been rearranged and clussifi-
ed into 2121 files of correspondence and 15 files of literaty works and misce-
llaneous items. A subject inventory of the entire collection has been p[cp:u--
cd in order to facilitate historical rescarch.

NEWS NOTES
INDIA

National Archives of India

lleNG the period covered by the present issue the National Archives

of India acquired certain important collections of private papers. The
c.olle-ctions of private papers acquired in India were those of Dr. Sampurna-
nand and Pandit Banarasi Dass Chaturvedi. A briel note on the former
appears clsewhere in this issue. The latter collection consists of Pandit
Chaturvedi's correspondence with Indian revolutionaries and others abroad
and with eminent men of Hindi Literature; it includes printed material such as

press-clippings, books, pamphlets and journals, and some photographs.

Two collections of records in microfilm were obtained from the India
Office Library and Records. London. Comprising 13 and 14 rolls respecti-
vely, they cover the private papers of two Sccretaries of State for Tndia—
Lord Cross (1886-92) and Edwin Montague (1917-22).

An additional batch of Sardar Patel’s private papers in the custody of
Miss Manibcn Patel at Ahmedabad and one more diary of Prof. Nirmal
Kumar Bose were microfilmed for the Department.

Undet its records management programme the Department appraised
15,541 non-current files of the late Finance Department (1925-46), 2,756
files of the Commeice Department (1932-54) and 1,092 files of the Health
Branch (1923-32) of the Department of Education, Health and Lands.
Out of these, 8,288 files were marked for permanent retention. It also made
an examination of the non-currcent records of the Méteorology Branch cf the
late Department of Revenue and Agriculture in the muniment room of the .
Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation and selected 203 files and 255 volumes
for permanent retention and transfer to the National Archives of India for

custody. ' _ |
Considerable pvrogress was madc in the preparation of rsference media
for public records and private papers in the custody of the Department.
Check-lists were prepared of Original Persian Letters Received (1831-34),
9,181 ‘B’ proceedings of the Military Department (1907-10), 1,260 Volumes
of the Foreign and Political Department (1863-1921), 165 proceedings of
the Survey of India (1865-73), 1,903 documents from the Dadabhai Naoroji
collection, 98 letters of Gandhi-Chaman Lal correspondence, and 90
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documents belonging to the collection of Padmakant Malaviya Papers
Thz Department also prepared subject lists of : 249 Home Public Desp;uchc;
to the Secretary of State for India (1891-98), 1,532 documents of Sampurna-
nand Collection, 250 documents of Dadabhai Nacroji Collection, 1,470 docu-
ments of P.S. Sivaswamy Aiyer Collection and 12 microfilm rolls covering
papers of Ripon, Morley and Chatham. Besidc this, a deseriptive list of
567 Letters of Persian Correspondence (1821-23) was prepared, and 1,252
:napsdof the Survey of India and 301 seals of the Mughal period were L;t.d-
ogucd.

As usual, thc Department attended to enquiries from public and
private agencies on different subjects involving search among manuscript
and published materials in its custody. 56 such enquirics were received
during the period. Some of the interesting subjects on which information
was supplicd were those relating to the Aitchison Commission (1888), Mani-
ktala Bomb Case (1908), Indo-Sikkimese relations (1947-70), the cﬂ!‘cctq of
Depression (1930-35) on the Indians in Malaya, petitions regarding \;wid-
ow-remarriage legislation (1854-55) and the Classification, Control and
Appeals Rules (1952).

Technical advice and assistance continued 1o be rendered to a numbe
of institutions and individuals in regard to preservation of books manuscri lr
and records. 244 books of the Library of the Institute of Constitutio'p q|
and Pailiamentary Studies were fumigated and 4 old files of the Jndepen I'm
in the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library and 8 mahuscripts of thgj-( ('."'
Millia Islamia, New Delhi were laminated. Among others, the M: dIfmtl
Azad Library, Aligarh, Directorate of Inspection, D.G.S. éz D B:r:sl]d
Dircctorate of Historical Archives, Panaji, Goa, the State Archivc; of Or‘a}"y
and Uttar Pradesh and the Government Oriental Manuscripts Lib ,lsw
_ Madras sought the Department’s technical advice. Photo-duplicatioﬁ lerd..rY’

was rendered to : the Ministiy of Steel and Mines. New Delhi ths ;:-M:
Archives Department of the Government of Jammu & Kashmi; S: ‘-m
the Central Institute of English, Hydcrabad, the National lnstitu;c olff‘ aEgddr’
cational Research, Tokyo, the Haile Sellassic | University, Addis Ab: bl'l-

University of Toronto, Canada, and a few other institutions: ’ .

.

. Under its scheme for bringing out the National Register of Private
Rzcords, the Department completcd compilation and editing of the mat:v'a[lb,
received from Uttar Piadesh. Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Km'a lh
during 1961-62.. Similar work on the Kapad Dwara Collection. Jaj .
almost completed.  Jaipur was
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Under scheme 1 of the Department’s Publication programme the print-
ing of Fort William-India House Correspondence, Vol. X (Public, 1786-88:
Honorary Editor, Dr. Raghubir Sinh) was taken up and progress made in
that of Vol. X1 (Public, 1789-92: Honorary Editor Dr. I.B. Banerjee). Scrutiny
and finalisation of the manuscripts of Vol. XVI (Secret, Political & Foreign,
1787-91; Honorary Editor, Prof. S.H. Askari) and Vol. XVIlI (Secret,
Political and Foreign, 1796-1800, Honorary Editor, Rev. Father H. Heras)
of the same series neared completion.

The Descriptive List of Secret Department Records, Volume 11 (1776-
80), published earlier was released for sale. The list for 1784 in this series
was issued in cyclostyled form.

Eight trainees, including 5 employees of the Archives Offices of different
States, who had joined the One-Year Diploma Course of training in Archives-
keeping were given further instruction in various aspects of Archives
management. Two others underwent shorter course of observation-cun-
training.

Dr. S. N. Prasad, Director of Archives, represented the Government of
india at the First General Conference of the South-cast Asian Regional
Branch of the International Council on Archives held at Manila in May
1971, simultaneously with the Fifth Regional Conference of the International
Association of Historians of Asia.

Regional Office, Bhopal—Measures continued to be taken for the
preservation and maintenance of records acquired from the former princely
state of Bhopal. The normal work of checking, arranging and sorting out
records was also continued. More than 1,500 files of the Political Depart-
ment, nearly 350 files of the Central Board of Revenue pertaining to the
period 1909-23, and about 150 files of Separate Revenue Branch of Finance
Department (1860-67) were listed. The compilation and editing of the fcuith
volume of the Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers was completed.

" Nehris Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library has obtained from various
sources some important collections of- private papers recently. Amcng
these mention may be made of the following : v C :

(i) Papers of Mrs. Sarala Devi Roy.—This is a small collecticn of

about 100 letters which Mrs. Roy received from various persons.

Letters from G.K. Gokhale to Mrs. Roy during 1904-14 form
the major part of this collection. o
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(ii) Papers of Diwan Chaman Lal.—Composed of about 100 files and
some loose papers. The collection covers fifty years of the public
life of Diwan Chaman Lal in India and abroad.

(iii) Papers of Srinivasa Sastri.—This is a collection of about 500
letters and some diaries of Sastri received from the Servants of
India Society, Madras, for being microfilmed. 1t cove

res a period
of 43 years from 1902 to 1945. '

L
(iv) Papers of Shri K. Santhanam.—This small collection of five files
~ and a note book contains important materialy, among other things

on the National Integration Council and Administrative Reforms
Committee.

(v) Material on All India States Peoples' Conference and Jai Nargin
Vyas.—A typed copy of extracts from records in the State Archives
of Rajasthan and piesented to the Museum by ShriR, L, Handa,
which throws light on movements in Rajasthan for responsible
government.

(vi) Papers of Dr. C. R. Reddy.—It covers the period 1917-5] and
contains correspondence files, printed materials ang press clip-
pings with special bearing on education in south India.

(vii) Papers of S.A. B(elvi.—The collection contains articles,‘corres-
‘pondence, spe‘ches, notes and newspaper ‘clippings and cover the
period 1918:48. ‘ o '

(viii) Papers of Krishna Kripalani—It is a small collectioﬁ of letters
addressed by Jawahar Lal Nehru to Shri Kripalani during 1936-
62 and relate.mainly to the affairs of Visva-Bharati.

(iX) Papers of Shri G.K. Deodhar.—It is a book of 30 letters relating
to the activities of G.K. Gokhale during the period 1900-14

(x) Papers of Shri Chand Karan Sarda.—Pertaining to the period 1921-
57 the collection is valuable source material for the Ar

; ya Samaj
Movement. 3

(xi) Papers of Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda.—1t is éollectiﬁn o}‘

about 500 letters for the pcrio_d. 1893-1950 on. important quesiions
of social legislation. His correspondents include Sli);amji Krishna
Verma, V. D. Savarkar, C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyer and Dr. B, R.
Ambedkar.
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(xii) Papers of Shri B.G. Kher.—Consisting of 29 files of this late Chief

Minister of Bombay, the collection relates to the period 1937-
53.

(xiii) Papersof Nawab of Chhatari.—The first instalment of the collection
is composed of 85 letters and 6 files relating to the Round Table
Conferences, tenancy legislation etc. The correspondents in-
clude Lord Irwin, Vallabhbhai Patel, Sarojini Naidu and Tej
Bahadur Sapru.

(xiv) Papers of Shri Ashutosh Lahiri—A collection of correspondence
and pamphlets pertaining to the period 1924-68 throwing light,
among other things, on the activities of the Hindu Mahasabha
and its reaction to Indian’s foreign policy. His correspondents
include Jawaharlal Nehru, Gobind Ballabh Pant, Ramaswamy
Aiyer, V.D. Savarkar and Sheikh Abdullah.

Institute of Historical Studies, Calcutta

The Dictionary of National Biography project of the Institute made
remarkable progress during the period under review. Biographical material
on nearly 100 new entries was collected. Nearly all biographical entries,
a little over 1300 names, have now been received, and the four volumes
planned under the project are expected to be sent to the Press shortly.

Under another publication programme of the Institute printing of the
Sino-Indian Border Question—A Historical Review neared completion.
Two other publications, Historians and Historigraphy in Modern India
and Writings on the Indian Nationalist Movement, were sent to the Press.

- Arrangements have been made for reprinting some of the back numbers
of the Institute’s journal Quarterly Review of Historical Studies, which are
out of print, and it is proposed to bring out an upto-date index to the con-
teats to commemorate the first decade of its publication.

\ Calcutta Historical Society

The Most Rev. Dr. H. L. J. De Mel, President of the Society has retired
though he continues to be its life patron. Dr. Maurice Shellim has now taken
over this office. '

On 10 December 1970 the Society celebrated the birth centenary of
the great historian Sir Jadunath Sarkar in collaboration with the Asiatic

Society and the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad. The meeting held on the occasion
. 9M of ESW/71—5 ‘
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was presided over by Dr. R. C. Majumdar. Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee,
Dr. Tarasankar Banerjea, Prof. Nirmal Kumar Bose, Dr. N. K. Sinha
and Dr. Jagdish Narayan Sarkar spoke on various aspects of the life and
work of Sir Jadunath. A ten-day exhibition of the books and manuscripts
of the eminent historian was organised on the occasion by the National
Library, Calcutta at their premises. The Society also brought out a special

number, Sir Jadunath Birth Centenary Number, of the Bengal: Past und Pre- .

sent, to which Indian and foreign scholars have contributed. Among the
other projects connected with the celebration, the Society has undertaken
preparation of a list of Sir Jadunath'’s articles published in the Modern Review

and the Prabasi. A press-copy of the articles published in the Bengal :
Past and Present since 1907 has been prepared.

Archival Activities in the States

Andhra Pradesh

State Archives.—Shri Md. Abdul Waheed Khan, Director of Archaeo-
logy and Museums has assumed the charge as Director of State Archives
after its relinquishment by Shri P. Sitapati Rao, I.A.S. The State Archives
managed to make steady progress in several sectors despite the strike of the
non-gazetted officers of the State Government during April-June, 1971.
The first volume of a descriptive catalogue of the records of the reign of
Shah Jahan available in the State Archives and edited by Shri Muhammad
Ziauddin Ahmed has been completed. Further progress was made in the
preparation of a hand-list of Salar Jang Estate records and brief descriptive
catalogues of the collections of Hamid Siddiqui, Moinuddin Ali Khan and
Harish Chandra Agarwal. Under the Research and Monograph series
scheme of the State Archives a monograph entitled ‘The Rate School of
Godavari’ by Kumari J. Mangamma has been sent to the press.

Thirtynine scholars from India and abroad availed of the facilities
provided by the Archives for consulting records in its custody and 1,114
items were supplied to them on requisition. While a Grunding Tape Re-
corder (TK 747, 4 Track), a Rollie Flex Camera and a Mecablitz *502”
Electronic Flash all of German make were purchased for the photographic
laboratory of the State Archives, 273 books and 155 journals were added to
the departmental library and 272 government publications to the documenta-
tion cell. Usual measures continued to be taken for the preservation and
rehabilitation of the records in the custody of the Archives.

Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute.—This organiza-
tion which now functions as a sub-office of the State Archives but is situated
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in the premises of the State Central Library, has undertaken the publication
of a quarterly journal entitled Vignana Saraswati. While 305 palm-leaf
Mss were transferred by Andhra Saraswati Parishad of Hyderabad for
custody two more were acquired through the Regional Records Survey
Committee. The Enugula Veera Swamy journal in Telugu has been ren-
dered into English by the Institute under its publication programme.

@

Regional Records Survey Committee.—The Research Assistants appoint-
ed for surveying the records of historical importance under the National
Register of Piivate Records Scheme made extensive surveys in different
regions of the State. Thirty-one collections of records on palm leaf and paper,
archival and non-archival, were located at Hyderabad and in Anantapur,
Karimnagar, Warangal and Mahbubnagar districts. Some of the manu-
scripts and documents discovered by the Committee were of a period as
eaily as the eleventh century. Of these the collections purporting to be
histories of lbrahimpatnam and Bibi Ka Alam have been acquired by
the State Archives.

Assam

Secretariat Record Office.—19,051 items of non-current records of
various description were transferred from the Civil Secretariat for custody.
The office appraised 2,254 non-current files of the various Departments of
the State Government, and selected 656 of them for permanent retention.
An amalgamated Index to the Assam Government’s Proceedings for 1961
was prepared. Further progress was made in compiling a hand-list of the
files of the Chief Commissioner’s Office and a descriptive list of the pre-
1874 records. Twelve research scholars availed of the facilities for research.
Books added to the Office Library numbered 150. Repair work continues
to be handicapped for want of chiffon though such measures as are possible
are being taken for the preservation of records in the custody of the Office.

Regional Records Survey Committee.—During the period under review
the Committee obtained from Abhayapuri area collection of letters in
Bhutanese and Goalparia Assamese addressed by the Dev Raja of Bhutan
and his agent Jamphe Subah to the Rajas of Abhayapuri, demanding payment
of tribute, etc. The Committee which functions as part of the Directorate
of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, discovered three old coins and had
their legends deciphered. It continued editing of the North Lakshmipur
inscription of the Chutiya King Dharmanarayan.
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Delhi

Regional Records Survey Committee.—A Regional Records Survey
Committec  for Delhi has been constituted on 25th February 1971.
Shri Vijay Kumar Malhotra, Chief Executive Councillor, Delhi Adminis-
tration, is its Chairman and there arc ten members who will be of help in
salvaging records in the Union territory of Delhi. The Secrctary (Co-ordi-
nation) of Delhi Administration will function as the Member Seéretary of
the Committee. It has been resolved that the Committee will meet at
least once a year and will have a one year tenurc after its first meeting,
The Committee will advise Delhi Administration on setting up of a Central
Record Office, sutvey, acquisition and purchase of manuscripts and docu-
ments relating to the history of Delhi and taking steps to arouse public in-

terest in records on Delhi by means of exhibitions, radio talks, pamphlets
and documentary films.

Goa

Historical Archives of Goa.—The Directorate of Historical Archives
has taken up publication of select documents regarding the Bassein Campaign
and is doing preliminary work in that connection. About 200 publicatious
both rare and new, have been added to the office library, 346 volumc;
among its archival holdings have been bound and listed. Facilities were
provided to seven rescarchers to consult the records personally and certified

copies of docyments from among the records in its custody were supplicd
to nearly 125 institutions and individuals.

Jammu and Kashmir

S.tate Afchive_s.-——The State Archives Department of Jammu and
Kashmnir re:celved 3,.1(1_00 ﬁlgs for custody. 1t complied with 435 fequisitions
for files besides providing sixteen research scholars with all f: acilities for consul-

ting records. More than 1,100 files, manuscri i
‘ ) ) pts, books, etc. were re
and 248 publications bound. paiced

Kerala

State Archives Department.—One acre of land in the Nalanda Com-
pound, Trivandrum and a sum of Rs. 1,76,200 have been allotted for the
construction of a modern building for housing the State Archives. Mean-
while it continues to perform its normal functions, Non-current records
of the office of the Advocate General of Kerala and Divisional Forest Officer
Palghat and an important collection of records in the private custody of thc;
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Catholic Church at Mahe were surveyed. While listing of 69,000 cadjan
records of the erstwhile Travancore High Court made steady progress, that of
1350 volumes of Gazettes at the Kozhikode repository and 583 bundles of files
was complcted. The rules governing access to records in the custody of the
Department are under scrutiny; meanwhile 13 reseaich scholars were accord-
ed facilities for consulting them. Copies of 35 items from records were
supplied to persons who had requested for them. A member of the staff
was depu'ted for short term training to Tamil Nadu Archives.

Maharashtra

Department of Archives—A large number of files were transferred
to the Bombay Record Office following a survey carried out among
the non-current records in the government offices at district and taluk levels.
These include 156 confidential files of the collectorate of Bhandara District
and 28 confidential files of the office of the Inspector General of Prisons,
Poona (1928-43) which pertain to the trial of some political prisoners. Be-
sides public records, the Bombay Archives acquired a number of private
collections most important among them being 230 rumals containing more
than 2 lakhs of documents in Modi housed at the Menavali residence (Dist.
Satara) of Nana Phadnavis. It may be noted that other papers from Mena-
vali are available at the Deccan College, Poona and Parasnis Museum,
Satara. Other collections similarly acquired were the family papers of the
Mohites of Raigaon (10,000 documents), the Manes of Rahimatpur (1465
documents), the Pant Pratinidhis of Aundh (40,000 documents) and the
Raje Shirkes (30,000 documents). All these families belonging to Satara
District played an important part in Maratha history. Additionally Pal- *
shikars, jagirdars of Ahmednagar whose ancestors had been diwan at
Indore donated about 13,000 documents pertaining to the period 1780-
1900.

The work of preparing descriptive catalogues of records made steady
progress. The records covered by these catalogues include Commercial
(1786-1820) and Public (1720-1820) Department Diaries, Holkar Records
acquired from Chandwad (Dist. Nasik),the Chitnishi Section at the Alienation
Office, Poona and the Pant Amatya Bavda Daftar at Kolhapur. Descriptive
catalogues of the Chitnishi and Parasnishi Sections in the Kolhapur records,
and the second volume of papers from Shahu Daftar are in the press. Simi-
larly Maharashtra Archives Bulletin No. 8 is being printed and No. 9 has
been sent to the press.



60 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

State Board for Archives and Archaeology.—The Board discovered in
Devtale village in Osmanabad District a text of the Sanskrit work Laghu
Kaumudi besides a few Sanskrit Stotras, and procured three Satakas of Bhartri-
hari with commentary (dated V. S. 1891, Kashi). Rare manuscript of a poem
Mana Samajhaven by Shah Turab in Dakhini Hindi and Devanagari script
was traced at Dharar in Bhir District. A rumal of about 350 documents of

- the }8th and 19th centuries in Modi script was procured at Panvel in Kolaba

District; papers in the possession of a few families in that distri

' . . S0t ct were survey-
ed with a view to their acquisition.

Mysore

The Regional Records Survey Committee has recently appointed a
Research Assistant for surveying and unearthing records, in private custody

in the’ State, and it is hoped that the work in this connection will soon
start in right earnest.

Orissa
State Archives, Bhubaneswar.—On the retitement of Shri S. C. De
Superintendent of Orissa State Archives Shri M. P. Das, Curator of.StatG;
Musem‘n assumed charge of the office. In February 1971, the State Archives
m.ov<.:d into its new building. Non-current records accumulated in four
dlslnf:t record rooms were surveyed with a view to their transfer vto the State
Archives. The State Archives finalised the list of European officers buried in
the cemeteries in Orissa, and took up the preparation of a subject index to

Balasore Revenue Records, It als i
las . o deciphered 111 documents
of private individuals. A the request

Regional Records Survey C, ommittee.—A recurting grant of Rs. 3.500
has been made available for survey of private papers. It was deci;l ‘d’ to
sef:k.the co-operation of officers of the Board of Revenue and of th LC -
missioner for Religious Endowments for this purpose. The committZe t(())l:k
preliminary steps to explore the records of the Jagannath Temple at Puri
The Mahants of some maths in Puri, such as Emar, Dakkin and U‘:t' P o
Maths, have been persuaded to show their records., 46 items in Purid:}h::isrvavlz:

b

and Cuttack were surveyed, and 72 it i
' : ; ems have been listed f ati
Register of Private Records, or the National

Punjab

Punjab State Archives, Patialg.—The State Archives at Patiala receive
for custody 4 files on Sewa Singh Thikriwala and several issues of the Gazet-
tes of the Punjab Government and the Government of India. The if)en-
current records of the offices of Deputy Commissioners of ' Bhatinda,
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Sangrur, Gurdaspur, Kapurthala, Ferozpore, Amritsar, and Jullundur,
and of the office of Sub-Divisional Officer, Pathankot were examined with
a view to their eventual transfer to the State Archives, while 1,370 non-
current files of the former princely states now in the custody of the State
Archives were appraised. Listing of the files of the erstwhile PEPSU State
progressed further and more than 2,000 files were listed during the six months
under review. A catalogue was prepared of 245 manuscripts in Persian,
Arabic; Urdu, Punjabi and Hindi. Besides, subject-heads in Urdu of 280
files were translated into English and 8,422 files of PEPSU Government
were checked and arranged. 248 publicafions were added to the library of
the State Archives. 14 research scholars consulted the records in the State
Archives. The office also attended to 1l enquiries from individuals and
institutions that required search among the records in its custody, and
attended to 81 requisitions for supply of records. The historical museum
attached to the Archives continued to be popular with the visitors. Usual
measures for preservation and rehabilitation of records also continued to
be taken.

Rajasthan

State Archives.—The Rajasthan State Archives at Bikaner listed 7,555
files of the erstwhile princely states of Jodhpur and Alwar. Besides, a
descriptive catalogue of 250 Kharitas belonging to the former state of Udai-
pur was also prepared. 9,321 files (Amer, 1801-34), were microfilmed. The
appraisal unit of the office scrutinised 3,255 files with a view to weeding out
papers of ephemeral value, 17,961 papers were rehabilitated, using various
techniques of repair. Twenty scholars availed themselves of the facilities
for research and copies of certain records belonging to former states of
Jodhpur and Alwar were supplied on demand.

) Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu Archives, Madpas.—The accruals of the State Archives
during the six months under report includes the 1960 records of the Board
of Revenue and the Chief Conservator of Forests. Under its publication
programme the State Archives has brought out Vol. 59 of the Public Des-
patches from England; the printing of Vol. 60 in the series neared comple-
tion and Vol. 62 has been sent to the Press. Likewise, the manuscript
classified catalogue of books registered during 1926-30 has. been sent to
the Press. Compilation of a similar catalogue for 1931-35, and printing
of the one for 1921-25 made further progress. Twenty-five scholars were
given facilities for consulting records. Tamil Nadu Archives has now been
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using liquid ammonia for removing acidity from paper, while continuing

to take usual measures of preservation and rehabilitation of the records
in its custody.

Regional Committee for Survey of Historical ~Records.—The third
meeting of the Committee was held on 22 January 1971 at the conference
Hall of the Tamil Nadu Archives. Proposals for writing a history of Tamil
Nadu, recruitment of personnel for working out the schemes of the Com-
mittee, preparation of descriptive catalogues of the records already acquired
by the Committee, and inclusion of the National Register of Private Records
scheme in the State Five Year Plan were discussed and approved; The
Committee examined 60 records on palm leaf at the Madurai Meenakshi
Amman Temple. They pertain to a period prior to 1650 and refer to land
grants made by the Nayaks of Madurai and temple administration. The
language is old Tamil and the condition of the palm leaves brittle. The

Committee has acquired more than 1,500 issues of old periodicals of
historical interest.

Uttar Pradesh

The State Archives—The muniment rooms of the collectorates and
municipalities of Bareilly, and Moradabad as well as the collectorate of
Rampur were inspected. A number of records in private custody in Azam-
garh, Basti, Banda, Deoria and Hamirpur districts were salvaged. During
the period 10,449 items of records in the State’s custody were checked énd
arranged and 488 of them listed. Steady progress was made in repair work.
85 volumes were bound, 2,968 sheets laminated, 2,431 sheets repaired with
chiffon and tissue paper, minor repair of 4,926 sheets was completed and
599 volumes were fumigated. Facilities for consulting records in the State
Archives were utilised by 13 research scholars. Under publication prog-
ramme it has been decided to publish (i) Mughal farmans in the cu‘stody of
the State Archives, and (ii) Papers relating to female infanticide in North
West Provinces and Oudh. The Archives arranged an exhibition of rare
documents, manuscripts and processes of repair of documents at Lal Bara-
dari, Lucknow from 13 to 21 February 1971, which was largely attended
and highly appreciated by the public. A

Regional Records Survey Committee.—The Committee surveyed records
in private custody at Mirzapur, Gorakhpur, Ballia, Ghazipur, Jaunpur and
Azamgarh. Of the 47 documents and 43 manuscripts unearthed during
the survey, mention may be made of a farman of Emperor Akbar granting
1 tanka per day for the maintenance of the Samadhi of Raja Bhartriparinath
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in Chunar Fort, Emperor Farrukhasiyar’s copy of Tarikh-i-Feroz Shahi
by Ziauddin Barani, a Nishan of Prince Dara Shukoh, a Will dated 26
August 1846, of Badshah'Begam, wife of King Ghaziuddin Haider of Oudh,
a 17th century illustrated copy of Akbarnama, farman of Shah Jahan dealing
with disputes among ganungoes, local histories of Farrukhabad and Sadabad,
and 2 Vols. of Bahr-i-Zakhkhar (history of Sufi saints).

. West Bengal

State Archives— The West Bengal State Archives received for custody
83 reéisters of the Home (Police, 1964-66) and Medical (1958-64) Depart-
ments and 145 issues of the Calcutta Gazette. Steady progress was main-
tained in the preparation of press list of the records of the Revenue Depart-
ment (1785 onwards) and descriptive list of the records of the Revenue
(Judicial) Department (1790 onwards). The State Archives appraised
942 files of the Directorate of Public Instruction, 1,085 files of the Depart-
ment of Local Self Government and 3,036 of the Education Department.
23 research scholars availed of the facilities provided by the State Archives
for consulting records; 2,159 requisitions for papers were attended to, and
search among records was undertaken on behalf of 25 parties on payment
of the prescribed fees. Usual measures were taken for the preservation of
records.

INTERNATIONAL
International Council on Archives

The annual session of the Executive Committee of-the International
Council on Archives was held in London on 7-9 September 1970 in the
Committee Hall of the Public Record Office. The President of the ICA,
Sanchez Belda opened the session and Mr. Jeffery, Ede, Keeper of the
Records of the United Kingdom, welcomed the members. Thereafter
Dr. S. N. Prasad, Director of Archives, Government of India, and Mz, Ede
were unanimously co-opted as members in place of Messrs. K. D. Bhargava
and H. C. Johnson who had resigned on ceasing to be the heads of the
National Archives of India and the Public Record Office, London, respec-
tively. The two new members then fully participated in the deliberations
of the Committee. Both of them have been selected to act as rapporteurs
for the fifth plenary session of the 7th International Congress on Archives
to be held at Moscow in August 1972 by the ICA. The session will be
devoted to technical assistance to developing countries in the field of archives.
Dr. S, N. Prasad is to report on the subject from the view point of the
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developing countries while Mr. J. Ede wiil do so f;
) rom .
giving countries. the angle of the aid-

During the three days the Committee was in session it considered
among other matters, the reports of the Secretariat, the Editorial ;;SI o
the Archivam and the Committees on Microfilming and . oard of
financial questions relating to the system of payments subvegtl. Ogra;?hy ;
by t.hc UNESCO, etc; organizational matters such a’s tho ntions given
Regional 'Branches, and creation of new Commissions; pla s¢ :oncermng
1979-71, including programmes of the working groups, andnc0 wc.arlf for
projects to be executed, publications to be brought out, and ommissions,
of the ICA at the various international conferences , representation

TAHA and SARBICA

The Fifth Regional Conference

L . of the Internatio jati
Historians of Asia (IAHA) was held in Manila on 24-233;4: ot o of
?nef)usly with the First General Conference of the Soutl)ll- 5"“.“1‘
S:gxonzago I:ranch of the International Council on Archives (;?:;{B?é:;l
me oreign and local delegate-partici :

: participants attended th

2; :)1::: tgo boshes. The .theme for discussion at the IAHA Coen:c:)rl;ferences
r Centuries of Manila”. The IAHA Conference was ﬁnancednfyv::S
e

National Historical Commission and that of the SARBICA by UNES
Cco .

and the Philippine Bureau of Records Management

resentati ;
tP; e tive :f .the ICA Executive Committee present there. H, invi
ress the inaugural session of the conference j ¢ was tnvited

;hg .similarity between the problems and condition

ndia and the SARBICA countri
. es. He stressed th ibiliti

co. -oun e pos :

v:)agll)e:atlon among those in this region. Consequeml;) aS;::lltlels of 010.ser

" ta :rfpassed by the conference on these lines. SARBICAmah ICSOIU‘“OH

start from next year an Institute of Archival Science at Ky l"iS :e"‘ded

ala Lumpur

’ g

Centre at Singapore to act as a clearing house for infi

of interest icipati . ormation
to participating countries worth obtaining copies i on records
: : In microfilm.

n which he emphasized
s faced by archivists in

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

National Archives and Records Service

Recent accessions of the Nati
. ational Archiv .
prise records of the Cabinet Task Force on Oielslzl:oﬁeg::; ?crvxce com
ol, records of
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the 1969 Inaugural Committee relating to Richard Nixon’s inauguration as
President, some of the early records of the Treasury Department, including
the pay-roll for the militia company commanded by Abraham Lincoln
during the Black Hawk War, and records of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (1942-45).
Among other accessions mention may be made of the correspondence,
reports and case files of the former Bureau of Entomology, office files of the
Secretary of Labour (1966-67), and the papers of Helen L. Chatfield,
Archivist of the American University and a leading figure in the field of
reco.rds management.

The National Archives has recently microfilmed a Select List of Photo-
graphs of Harry S. Truman (1885-1953) and Confederate Casualty Lists
and Narrative Reports of Casualties (1861-65).

Some of the recent publications of the National Archives are: Carto-
graphic Records Relating to the Territory of Wisconsin (1836-1848), compiled
by L. E. Kelsay and C. M. Ashby, Materials in the National Archives Relating
to Rumania, compiled by J. F. Vivian, and Reproductions of Historical
Documents in the National Archives.

Office of the Federal Register

Fred J. Emery has been appointed Director of the Federal Register to
succeed D. C. Eberhart who has retired. Peter J. Haley has been appointed
Chief of the Presidential Documents and Government Manual Branch of
the Office.

The Office has recently released for sale volume 83 of the United States
Statutes at Large containing the Presidential Proclamations and the laws
and concurrent resolutions enacted by the Congress during 1969. Also
now available for sale are two reference volumes containing 30 years of
consqlidated subject indexes and numerical finding aids to Presidential
Proclamations, executive orders and other Presidential documents issued

* during the administrations of Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower,

Kennedy, and Johnson.
Library of Congress

The Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress has recently acq-
uired, among other materials, the Civil War collections including a Con-
federate diary kept by G. W. Hall of the 14th Georgia Volunteers; corres-
pondence between Samuel Potter of the 140th Pennsylvania Volunteers,
and his wife; additional papers of Adam Badeau, Military Secretary to
General Grant; papers of M. W. Straus, chiefly as U. S. Commissioner of
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Reclamation; and Wendell Wilkie material (1929-52) consisting of not

correspondence, and clippings on Wilkie’s early life. Additions tofhs,
Naval Historical Foundation comprise the correspondence sub'ectoﬁl ¥
memoranda and reports of Admiral King, throwing light on ’the rcj)le f t?ls,
u. S: Navy in World War 1. The papers added to the Sigmund (;‘ y
A.I'ChIVeS include the correspondence of Bernfeld, a pupil of Freud fe}‘d
his associates in the psycho-analytic movement. reuc with

Presidential Libraries

Herbert Hoover Library

The Library has recently acquir X :
and certain other materials ot?l Ed\jardeinli;e:rslyr::;isf:;;‘lz:m?d chgpings,
of ?ublic Relations for the Republican National Commit(tma:; Plrec(or
presxdentia}l campaign in 1928, and the personal memorandee l{rlng e
Hoove‘r’s.mformation by Donald Price, executive assistant 0:1l :mteﬂ -
Commnss¥on Task Force on White House Organisation, Oth . HO‘OVCF
of .thc? Lx?rary include books and manuscripts of the' maj g ac‘feSSl(?nS
societies with which Hoover was associated. As usnal, th J(;f'bengll]eerlng
to its oral history collection interviews with a number o’f in‘:iivil o aaded

connected with the late President. duals closely

-

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

A large number of sound recordin i . .
President and his wife, and papers of mgesalﬂiﬁfeyyflxzz ;l;:tct:;llec;?ns oy
concerning the transfer of the land and buildings for the Lib ew M. Epstein,
the recent accessions of the Library. The Library has o racrly} are among
the .volumes of the Morgenthau Diaries for the year 1945 g:ne rgr research
having been already opened for the purpose by the end ’of : l::n]' aI:tr ;zo]umes
ear.

Harry S. Truman Library

The Library has recently accessi
, T ‘ loned the papers of
’(l‘:rumap s political associate and chairman of f:e Detxzzrﬁlchgle: -
Gommlttee, 1949-51, and oral history interviews with R. W M'llauonal
en. B. C. Clarke. A large bulk of the papers of Harry.S :rru:rxer aﬂ:
. an an

J. H. McGrath relating to the Federal judici .
research. eral judiciary having now been opened for

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library

The most significant recent accession of the

papers the late C. C. Furnas, Library consists of the

Assistant Secretary of Defence for Research
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These papers, spanning the years 1926-69, comprise

and Development.
ports, and minutes of meetings about science and engine-

correspondence, re

" ering in the Federal Government. Also accessioned are two personal

papers of P. H. McKeogh, a member of the Women’s Army Corps, and
M. J. McKeogh, an aide to General Eisenhower during World War 1L
These papers include photographs, press clippings, and correspondence
between the McKeoghs and the Eisenhowers.

UNITED KINGDOM

Public Record Office, London

A notable accession of the Public Record Office during 1970 was the
records, down to the end of 1945, of the Combined Chiefs of Staff. Being
the joint property of the United Kingdom and the United States these
records will provide historians with important material on the strategic
planning of the allied campaigns in the Second World War. Another sig-
nificant acquisition was the papers of James Ramsay McDonald, covering
the public and private lives (1924-35) of the first Labour Prime Minister and
his wife, Margaret Gladstone. Other interesting additions to the holdings
were Wills, Act Books and other probate records of the Prerogative Court
of Canterbury (1400-1858), and a collection of papers of Sir Isaac Newton
covering the period of his administration as Master of the Mint, and some
Defence Department records of the Second World War.

The total foot-run of shelving occupied by records selected for permanent
preservation and in the custody of the Public Record Office at the end of
the year amounted to 350,000 feet, of which 117,000 feet were at Chancery
Lane, 157,000 feet at Ashridge, 49,000 feet at Hayes, and 27,000 feet af
Portugal Street.

S;nce the introduction of the 30-year rule on 1 January 1968, therc
has been continued growth of the public use of these records, the numbe:
of documents produced for such use having increased from 245,600 in 1965

to 287,490 in 1970.

The Office issued during the year the Calendar of Inquisitions Posi
Mortem, Vol. XV, besides bringing out new or revised lists of certain classe:
of records.

For the last two decades the Office has provided facilities for visiton
from oversea$ to study the work and organisation of the Office.- Duriny

1970 visits of this kind were made by archivists and others from Australia
Denmark, Eire, France, the German Federal Republic, India, Italy, Japan
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Malaysia, the Netherlands, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain and the United
States of America.

Dl.xring the first week of September the Public Record Office was host
successively to the Executive Committee and the Technical Assistance
Committee of the International Council on Archives. Members of these

Committees, mostly heads of national archiv i
X es, from 16 count :
UNESCO attended the meetings. ries andfrom

AUSTRALIA
Archives Office of New South Wales

The Archives Office of New South Wales houses and preserves publi
archives which include such records as have ceased to be in current - _‘°
the Qublic offices in which they were originally made or recei:nd “S;m
Archives Act of 1960, which became effective from 1 June 1961 i s o
custody and control of the State archives, and the management o,f fh:czsr:::

ves Office, under the Archives Authori
e, rity of New S
corporation of nine members. outh Wales, a atutory

. D}1rnng 1970, the Office added to its holdings about 711 feet of

including, among others, the Correspondence Indexes and Re iste : ll;;ords
of the Attorney General and Justice, correspondence concegrninrs (h cal
Gang, 1921-40,'aerial photographs of State forests Registrarg tGe Ken’y
records‘ concerning unincorporated bodies, 1880—1962’ and record eneri'd .
to the improvement of Government House Grounds’ Cranber orks o
The State archives are in general ‘open’ for use only \,vhen th e 35
old but this restriction is waived by most of the ubli oy o 33 years
ted by individual researchers. PUSHe offces when reques-

The Office published durin

g the year a Concise Guid,

iy { 2

/érchnes of New South Wales and a Guide to Convict Records jn ;.he”,l: it'a .
)ffice of New South Wales, and nearly completed the compilation of a d:ia;r:;

descriptive inventory of the records of the Public Service Board

At the énd of 1970 the total staff .
. establish .
Office, exclusive of the Principal Archivist, M:S glel;lt of the Archives

. : : . Ric
twen.ty. four including the Senior Archivist and seven oth ha\'dson,‘ was
archivists or archives officers. er professional
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PHILIPPINES

National Archives, Manila

The Philippine National Archives at Manila, created in 1901, is located
in the National Library Building to which it was shifted from the Old Bilibid
Prison compound in 1967. 1t forms a division of the Bureau of Records
Management of which Dr. Domingo Abella is the present Director. The
other division of the Bureau is called the Current Records Division. The
Archives Division is at present pursuing vigorously its programme of proces-
sing, cataloguing and microfilming its materials for the use of the scholats
and researchers. It is also engaged in repairing and restoring its valuable
Spanish documents. The Spanish Government has recently agreed to send
an expert to the Philippine Archives to help establish a training course
there for professional archivists as well as to train them in cataloguing
archival documents in archaic Spanish.

SINGAPORE
National Archives and Records Centre

The National Archives and Records Centre, which is under the ad-
ministrative control of the Ministry of Culture, was established under the
National Archives and Records Centre Act of 1967 with the object of pro-
viding for the custody and preservation of public records of Singapore.
On the passing of this Act, the archives of Singapore, previously under the
National Library, came to be administered by the new department. The
latter, however, started functioning actively in late August 1968 with the
appointment of the Senior Archives Officer, an archivist trained in Britain
under the Colombo Plan. In 1969, the Director, National Library, was ap-~
pointed Director of the National Archives and Records Centre aiso. Till
1970 the National Archives and Records Centre functioned in the National
Library building, but it moved during that year into the building in Fort
Canning Road, offered by the Ministry of Interior and Defence.

The main Singapore archives, most of which are in microfilm, con-
stitute a continuous series from 1800 to 1942, going back as far as some 20
years before the actual founding of Singapore in 1819. They are valuable
historical sources pertaining not only to Singapore but also to Malaysia,
particularly Penang and Malacca, as well as Indonesia, Brunei and other
countries of South-east Asia.

Some recent accessions of the National Archives and Records Centre
include, besides the non-current records of some Departments, papers of .
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the late Dato Lee Kong Chian relating to his sponsoring of various medical
projects, microfilms of two registers of births and deaths of the Armenian
Church, papets of the Japanese Consul and Trade Missions presented by the
Japanese Embassy in Singapore, and a volume of the Raffles-Minto Papers
presented to the Singapore Government by the British Government,

The inventory lists prepared by the organisation cover archives, maps
building plans, photographs, transferred records, annual reports and other
government publications. It has also completed indexing of the Photo-

graph Collection and is going ahead with the work of listing archives hold-
ings on microfilm. .

BOOK REVIEWS
The Transfer of Power, 1942-7, Volume 1: The Cripps Mission,

January-April 1942, edited by Nicholas Mansergh and E.W.R.Lumby (Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office, London, 1970; pp. Lxiii+928; price £ 7.00).

N the political reconstruction that followed in the wake of the second
world war, the British empire in the East was swept away and India
became free. Was the transfer from British to Indian hands an act of vol-
ition, of self-renunciation designed by British liberalism long before Indian
nationalism was born or was it done under compulsion of events and mount-
ing pressures within the country and outside? \The views of a leading school
of British historians seem to suggest that the transfer was but the culmination
of prooesses started by British rule and fulfilment of pledges given by British
rulers from Queen Victoria down to Secretary of State, Leo Amery; these
have been challenged by other schools—Indian as well as non-Indian. Both
points of view deserve attention, and differences between the two can be
resolved only by solid evidence--state documents and despatches and confi-
dential letters and telegrams exchanged between the authorities in London
and their counterparts in India. The British Government has already made
available for study the papers of several British administrators from
Lord Canning down to Zetland (1858-1940); written under the cover of
privacy these letters analyse and explain British policy towards India as
formulated by the highest authorities. To these must be added thc present
volume, Transfer of Power, Vol. I Cripps Mission, ably edited by Prof. Man-
sergh and E.W.R.Lumby. The professed intentions of the British Govern-
ment to transfer power to Indian hands were fulfilled during the short but
critical period of 1940-47, The acceleration of the processes of transfer

" accompanied by so much tragedy and human suffering baffles understanding

till we get insight into the working of the minds of the high authorities in
India dnd Britain, This is what Mansergh and Lumby have done;
they havd présented in the volume selested documents beating on Cripps
Mission; mission sent to India during a ctitical year of the war to negotiate
a settlement of the political problem with the Indian leaders.

. Since the beginning, the war had gone against Britain; in 1942 it reached
perhaps the lowest ebb of fortune. Germany after crushing Poland in f33§,
had turned westward and overran most of Western Europe—Scandinavia,
the Low Countries, France and the Balkans, and threatened Egypt. ‘the
Mediterranean and the Suez Canal, the life-line of Britain’s erpire in. the

L it . .
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east, was no longer safe. The moment was chosen by Japan to declare
war on Britain and U.S.A, A continental war had now truly become 2
global war; freedom and democracy appeared to be doomed to extinction
before Nazi aggression. The Japanese army advanced rapidly westward.
occupying Indo-China, Thailand and Malaya. The British navy in the cast
was sunk; Singapore fell on 15th February; Rangoon was seized on 7th
March and the Japanese army stood poised for an attack on India. The
British Government had so far ignored the wishes of the people of India.
and had declarcd India a belligerent by a Government fiat. The time hud
now come to take the people in their confidence, explain to them the peril
they were facing, and assure them of their political freedom to win their
support for the war effort. Three days after the fall of Rangoon, the Prime
Minister, Churchill, declared in Parliament, “The crisis in the affairs of
India arising out of the Japanese advance has made us wish to rally all the
forces of Indian life to guard their land from the menace of the invader....”
The primary object of the mission was to negotiate a settlement to secure
the defence of India. Sir Stafford Cripps a revolutionary socialist of the

Labour Party was sent to India to persuade Indian political parties to
accept the government proposals.

' The proposals suggested that after the cessation of hostilities a con-
stituent z}ssembly consisting of members elected by provincial assemblies
and nominated by States, would frame a new constitution for India which
was to be implemented by the British Government. Two conditions were
laid down for the implementation; provinces not prepared to accept
the new constitution were given the option not to join the union and to form
separate States. The same right of non-accession was given to the Indian
States—-about 560 in number. These States as well as the provinces were

to participate in the constitution-making but werc to be given option to
keep out of the union. '

The proposals for the immediate present were vague and nebulous
A g¥obal conflict was raging to save democracy and popular freedom fron;
fasc-lst tyranny; the war threatened to engulf the Indian sub-co'ntinenf The
Indian peopl.e were anxious to participate in the defence of their c;untr
under a national government. But the Declaration reserved the contro);
of defence to Government; “During the critical period which now fac
India and until the new constitution can be framed His Majesty’s Govei‘cs
ment must bear the responsibility for and retain the control of the defcnn-
of India as part of their world war effort”. But, “for organizing the milit Y
moral and material resources of the country, the Government desiredl :;yci

BOOK REVIEWS 79

invited the immediate and effective participution of the leaders of the princi-
pal sections of the Indian people in the counsels of their country, of the
Commonwealth and of the United Nations.” This could only mean that
a few seats in the Viceroy’s Executive Council and Commonwealth organi-
zations were to be offered to Indian leaders if they chose to co-operate with
the Government,

The proposals made by Sir Stafford Cripps, even at this distance of
tine make strange reading. The situation was critical; the flood-tide of
Japanese invasion seemed like overflowing into Assam, Bengal & Orissa and
menaced the safety of the entire country. There was a general belief current
in India that Britain was not going to win the war, Moreover, the nature
of warfare had changed so much that it called fo1 an all-out effort on the
part of the people. This was possible only if a popular Government headed by
the country’s trusted leaders could be established in the country. The total

~ involvement of the Indian people in the defence of the country could alone

save the situation. And yet all that the British Government could offer
was not one strong union of the Indian people but a mosaic of states dis-
trusting each other and inviting the arbitration of the imperial power. The
provision for provinces for keeping out of the union denied the existence
of a common nationality and was intended to solve the communal problem.

- But as provincial boundaries did not run along communal lines, the new

proposals created fresh problems and intensified communal rivalries. Thus
the long-term proposals in no way offered a solution of the Indian problem
and were so unsatisfactory that Gandhiji who had been specially summoned
to Delhi to meet Sir Stafford, told him on 27th March, “Why have you come
with such proposals? 1 would advise you to go back by the first available
plane”. Gandhiji called the proposals a post-dated cheque -on a falling
bank and withdrew fiom further negotiations.

The short-term proposals did not fare better. A few days before
Cripps arrived in Delhi the veteran Sir Tej Bahadur had written to a friend
“the question uppermost in the minds of all is the formation of a national
Government during the war so that proper resistance to Japan might be.
organized.” Nehru had argued befoie the Working Committee “‘that a
national government without defence is nothing”. As Japanese advante

.threatened India’s safety, defence under a national government was upper-

most in the minds of Indians.

Cripps in the early stages of his negotiations seemed to favour the
formation of a cabinet form of Government in which the Governor General
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would occupy the position of a constitutional head accepting and acting
on the advice of his ministers. He had informed thc Primé¢ Minister on
Ist & 4th April that the situation in India was bad, that anti-British feeling
was running very strong and it was necessary from defence point of view to
put Indian leaders into the job of controlling, encouraging and leading the
Indian people. He again and again assured the Government that if Con-
gress came in, it would go all out to maximise Indian resistance to Japan.

The Viceroy, however, opposed any diminution of his powers, took
"exception to offering portfolios as a bait for acceptance of the draft dec-
laration and was uneasy about the loose employment of terms such as Indian
cabinet. The Prime Minister and the War Cabinet Committee supported the
Viceroy and repudiated their special plenipotentiary negotiating with the
Indian leaders. They upheld the Viceroy’s view that the position of the
Executive Council, however its personnel might be changed, could not be
altered in the present circumstances. So faras defence was concerned, the
vital functions were to remain with the Commander-in Chief and his authority
was in no way to be impaired. No concessions were to be made in the
immediate present and the long-term proposals encouraged fissiparous
tendencies and suggested separatism and division of the country. No
wonder that the Congress came out strongly against the proposals.

The resolution of the Working Committee passed on 2nd April,

but delivered to Cripps on 10th, said that though self-determination for
the people of India was accepted in principle it was fettered and circums-
cribed. The complete ignoring of the people of the Indian States was a
negation of both democracy and self-determination. The option clause for
the provirices was a severe blow to the conception of Indian unity and an
apple of discord. For the immediate present the proposals were vague
and incomplete and no vital changes seemed to be contémplated.
Defence which was so vital in the circumstanceswas to remain a British
responsibility. Congress rejected the proposals outright, to be followed
by the Liberals, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Sikhs and the Christians. The
Muslim League which had welcomed the option clause, ultimately rejected the
proposals because they spoke of only one constituent assembly and did not
spell out its pet scheme of Pakistan in clear terms.

Cripps left India on 12th April blaming Congress for the breakdown,
There were no regrets on the side of Government. Churchill had made his
gesture of appeasement to the United States and to the Labour members

of the war cabinet. He was never very keen to have truck with American

or British sentimentality, but was glad to. be back with the more exciting
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business of war. Likewise Amery and Linlithgow never believed in the suc-
cess of the scheme. Amery knew that it was the same old offer of August
1940 which the Congress had turned down. Linlithgow from the beginning
was sceptical. In his conversation with his Reforms Commi§si011er Hodson,
on 14th March, he had remarked, “It is like hawking rotten fish; T think,
he [Cripps] will fail with His Majesty’s Government’s policy”. Cripps was
banking on his friendship with Congress leaders and overrated his power of
persuasi(.)n and forensic skill to persuade them accept a formula which spoke
of an uncertain future and had little to offer for the immediate present.
Ve'rily,.as Nehru remarked, was he playing the role of ‘the Devils advocate’. -

Though the mission failed, the idea of a constituent assembly to frame
India’s future constitution and division of the country inte Muslim and
non-Muslim areas, became firmly rooted in public mind. The confusion and
tragedy of the subsequent years was the result of the rulers’ inability to face
the situation squarely and fairly.

One cannot leave this review without a word of praise for the masterly
way the editors have gone about their job. They have ransacked the different
series of records at the India Office Library and the Linlithgow-Papers and have

. sa selected documents as to give a full picture of the episode. The List of

principal holders of office, summary of documents, faot-notes and the two
indexes at the gnd—of persons and subjects—facilitate the use of the volume
for research scholars, The British Government deserve'the thanks of scholars
for releasing documents which are not always complimentary to their rep-
resgntatives in United Kingdom and India,

V. G. DIGHE

British Drawings in the India Office Library, Vols., I & II, by Mildred
Archer (Her Majest)"’fs Stationery Office, London, 1969; pp. 712 and 122
illustratiops; price 70 sh. each volume),

'is an pmaging phenomenon in archival history that such a huge collection
of some 11000 drawings of British artists whether prepared by ametevrs,
officials er professionals should have found their way to the India Office
Library not by any officiaj compuisian or design but by sheer acrident regu-
larly, from as early as 1756, right up to the early years of the twentieth century,
While the officigl drawings, 5,600 in numher, illustrating the official papers.
accrued tq the India Office Lilwary in the normal course of events, it was the
amateur effort, some 4,630 drewings, which by some joexplicable compul-
sion pr logic streamed ingo the Libeary. They were usnally presentatiops
gither by the sntists themselyes or hy sheir descendants who ‘toek delight in
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seeing their drawings enter the Company’s Library.” The third group of
764 items, classified as professional, were drawn by free-lance artists who re-
lied on private patronage and like the works of amateur artists, were present-
ed to the Library as gift. Lately the Library to make its collection more
complete, and more particularly to cater to the needs of the growing clientele
for visual record of the British connection with India, has purchased some

400 sketches of professional artists such as the Daniells, Lear and
Chinnery.

The author, Mrs. Mildred Archer, already well-known fcr her cata-
logue of Natural history drawings in the India Office Library has now regaled
her readers by yet another monumental catalogue in two bulky volumes of
British Drawings in the India Office Library. In a long and scholarly intro-
duction the author discusses the circumstances which prompted the leisured
as well as the hard-pressed civilians to indulge in drawing in India.

Amateur artists who account for one of the major groups of drawings
in the Library’s collection, hailed from all walks of life. Soldiers and civi-
lians, doctors and engineers, travellers and itinerants occupied themselves
" with this satisfying hobby of painting and sketching during leisure hours.

Even women faced with a prospect of long and languid residence in India,
with servants to do their daily chores, turned to this media to occupy their
time. The result is this vast and varied accumulation in the Library. Scenic
landscapes, archaeological remains, rock-cut temples, Mughal monuments,
exotic Indians and their costumes, in fact whatever caught the fancy of the
amateur painter was translated in drawing.or water-colour on paper. The
cult of the picturesque which dominated the 18th and 19th century England,

discovered in India and its peoples, an abundance of materials which stimulat-
ed some of the British men and women to frenzied activity.

While the works of Mackenzie, Princep, Orme, Tod and Taylor are al-
ready well-known, it is the significant contributions of other artists which
the catalogue brings into focus for the first ftime. The names of Fanny
Eden, Bellasis family, James Manson, Thomas Postans, Elisha Trapaud, Sir
Charles D’Oyly and several others, stand out prominently.

In a different category are the drawings done by amateur artists for
official purposes. After, consolidating its positicn in India, the Fast India
Company started spreading its tentacles far and wice. In an attempt to
open diplomatic and trade relations with the neighbouring countries, it sent
varigus missions to China, Nepal, Burma, Siam and Indo-China. Official
artists who often accompanied theése embassies, brought back a rich harvest
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0" 1-1vings as is evident from the works of Alexander, Grant, Davis, Hors-
field and De Jouville, concerning topography, natural history, geology, ethno-
_logy, antiquities, manners and customs of the new lands visited.

In India itself, with the cession of vast areas to the Company, specialised
statistical, topographical and archaeological surveys were undertaken. The
works of scholars and surveyors like MacKenzie, Bellasis, Buchan.an and
Kyd come to mind immediately. MacKenzie, the great an.tiquanan and
topographist who rose to be the first Surveyor Genera.l of India anfassed ?n
extensive and varied collection of manuscripts, drawings and copies of in-
scriptions. Major part of this collection naturally fot.md its way to the
Library where it was arranged in 3 groups: ‘1822, Private and Genera]}.
Since these have been fully catalogued by .C. O. Blagden and E.H. Johnson,
they have not been recatalogued in the present volumes. What has ‘f)een
included is the large number of drawings which since they wer.e not an inte-
gral part of the ‘General’ collection were omitted from the e.arlxe_r cat.alogues.
Even after excluding the natural history and botany drawings (which have
been described in' Natural History Drawings in the India Office Libra.ry) thg
entry runs into 80 pages, indicative of the dimensions of the collection.

.

The lure of the exotic and the picturesque drew many a professional
artist to India. The uncle and nephew combination of Daniells whicp
accounts for some 429 drawings in this group were all made during the Dani-
ells’ visit to India in 1786-93 or during their voyages. The frontispiece to
Vol. II is the famous Shivala Ghat, Benares by Thomas Dani¢ll. In another
genre was George Chinnery who made India his home for nearly 20 years.
His skill in painting portraits in oils on canvas as well as mipiatlfres on card
and ivory earned him great fame. In this group, other pronfu?ent works
are those of Henry Salt, William Simpson and John and Justinian Gantz.

Not all the drawings of British artists are physically located ix} one room
in the Library. Separate drawings anc} bound volumes bear certa{n mnnb.er-
ing which has been adhered to in the pr.esent .catalogue. Dra\'mngs which
form part of European manuscripts retain .thqr old num_‘ber: whﬂ? Scftt?red
drawings which have already been bound with albums of ‘Oriental 'pax.ntmgs
have been given separate numbers with cross-referenc? t.c> the ‘Oriental’
number. Itindeed speaks volumes for the industry and assiduity of the authgr
who has been able to gather together in two volumes all thel European
drawings no matter what their provenance be.

The. artists have been arranged according to their status: amatewr-
(Vol. T), official and professional (Vol. II) and then alphabetically . with
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their drawings described in chronological order. With the addition of an
index, consultation has been further facilitated.

For the careers of artists given at the beginning of the entries, a number
of authentic sources have been consulted and the extensive bibliography given
in Volume II stands testimony to the erudition of the author.

The value of the catalogue has been further enhanced by the inclusion
of carefully selected illustrations, some 122 of them, including 2 in colour as
frontispieces.

With its elegant get-up and content the catalogue brings within easy
reach another source material, this time visual, of Indian history.

D. G. KEswani

India Trade under the Danish Flag 1772-1808 by Ole Feldbaek (Scandi-
navian Institute of Asian Studies Monograph Series, Studentlitteratur, Lund,
Sweden, 1969; pp. 359; price not mentioned.)

THE Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies, though in its infancy,
has already launched upon an ambitious publication programme, and
this excellent book is an earnest of the good work begun by the Institute.

The British empire in India was not built up by the Britons alone. It
is, perhaps, a truism to say that it was an inevitable product of European colo-
nialism; Denmark, though small, also helped this process like some other con-
tinental countries, wittingly or unwittingly. But since the Danes never posed
any threat to the English Company’s growing political pawer they have been
dismissed in a few lines in general histories. It was quite another matter so
far as commerce was congerned. The poor, ljttle country which could hard-

‘_]_y export anything worthwhile and consumed at best 10% of the TIndian
cargo jointly with Norway (which was under the Danish crown during the
period covered by this book) proved a constant thornin the Englisli Com-
pany’s side. But the trade was Danish more in name than in'reality. The
Danish flag really provided cover for the illegal remittances and private trade
of the English Campany’s officials. Playing upon the conflict between the
professed, public interests of the English Court of Directors and the private,
financial interests of their corrupt servants Denmark managed to make some
money. This inessence is the underlying theme of Dr. Ole Feldbaek's thesis.

By underlining it the author has at once placed his work in the brogder per-

spective of historlcal forces at work.

BOOK REVIEWS 8

The thesis is not new, for a clue had already been provided in Prof.
Holden Furber’s masterly John Company at Work. What the present author
has done is to work upon it and give it body and substanf:e. HF has sha'ped
it into five evenly spaced chapters and added an admlra?l? 'mtroducnon,
the whole leading to the conclusion stated before. The initial year 1772
marks off the abolition of the Danish Asiatic Company’s'monopoly comp?ll-
ing it to compete with private merchants; in 1898 during the 1‘\Iapoleom<.:
war not only that the few Danish factories were seized by t.he English bl.Jt their
trade too had dwindled to a trickle. The author has delmeat.ed the rise and
fall of this commerce and traced the various vicis-situdes of this trade t.hrough
the American War of Independence, the Revolutionary and' Napoleonic ».vars,
in a remarkable manper. He has divided every chapter mto‘two sections,
one dealing with the Danish Company’s trade and the other with that o.f t:h;:
private merchants. In the process Dr. Feldbaek ha,_§ pel.'haps. dg‘an:o,hs ed
the pride',\which the Danish historians 'have been tal_cm.g in thls_. 'L’e’poque
florissante, of Danish history by concluding that the Danish ﬂ:ag did not nece;
ssarily mean Danish capital or, Danish property. But Danish enterprise 1
cefta“:: r‘::uds private trade the author feels a little. hesitant to derive his
evidence from public documents. But it would be na.lve to expect smugglers
to leave behind private papers of significance; for Danish fra,de was essenfnally
contraband trade in which the English Company’s officials were prc.)mment

partners, But for their silver with which cargoes were bought and their goods
which filled the Danish ships commergial houses in Cop.e.nhagen could not
have functioned. Copenhagen was the entrepot for contn‘xe,n;a,l commerce,
particularly in coptraband cargoes. That apart, the public dqcu.me.nts are
the most valuable, being unprejudiced. Indeed the wealth of material itself is
gverwhelming. In back numbers of this Journal (Vols. V and Vi) repotr(t)s on
and déscriptive catalogues of regords of Dani.sh interest av.ailable at o 1;::;-
liagexi%nd in the Natjonal Archives of India, Ne.w Dethi, were pu 1;e i .
The authbr has consulted most of them (the ones in Ngw Delhi also . ng
available at India Office, London) and must be congratulated for thes ?:;:t
ma}.ﬁef in which he has managed to wade throtfgh tms mass, in English,
French, Dutch and Danish languages, side-stepping the non-essentials and
enriching his account with apt quotations. | ..

o I:g this context it may be suggested that since the book is aimed -at

‘the English-knowing public it would have been advisable to onder lio

A titles of the main series of records available in non-English lang-
'En:gpssmh;lg: éﬁlthdr' inight.be intgrested to know that the Home Public sorigs at
the ]n’gm ‘ pm 25 el gs gt the Nationat Archives of Indla wm the suthor



86 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

has not utilized, for obvious reasons, also has some information on Danish
trade, or rather the illicit trade of the English servants under Danish cover.
It is there that one learns how Serampore served as refuge for an absconding
member of the Board of Trade. The Court of Directors’ indignation too
finds its full expression in this series. It is surprising to find the author assert
that since ‘the main Indian goods were individually produced textiles of
varying qualities and varying names, it precludes any possibility of an actual
analysis of goods and prices’. In their Public and Commercial Despatches
that is what the Court has precisely done. 1t would be even more surprising
if the Danish records, which the author tells us have a ‘rare continuity’,
are wanting in comparable documents.

Before the impact of the Industrial Revolution Europe had hardly any-
thing to sell which the Indians would be interested in buying. The Danish
Company was no exception. Its exports such as French wines, marme stores
and copper sheets were mainly for the consumption of European factories
and silver was exported to buy goods. What did find an Indian market was
military stores, and this on account of continual warfare. But a shrewd
ruler like Haidar Ali found Danish muskets to be useless. Besides, the
secret nature of the deals involved and the well-established English competi-
tion proved a hindrance. There is scope here for correlating the many little
wars and the supply of munitions by European companies and for investigat-
ing the manufacturers’ interests in keeping the tensions and frictions alive
during this period. For, the Danes tried to sell military hardware to all part-
ies alike. On the other hand Indian piecegoods dominated the European
market till nosed out by the mechanised textile industry in the beginning of the
19th century. Till then, as Prof. Parkinson has so aptly observed, what
Europe really exported to India was unscrupulous courage.

It is unreasonable to expect the superb style and wit of Prof, Northcote
Parkinson (Trade in the Eastern Seas) especially in translated works, written
as doctoral dissertations. Ignorant of the original language we can only
say that Col. Harold Young’s translation reads like an original work in
English except for an occasional quaint expression like ‘cosmopolite’ (for,
perhaps, composite) or an archaic term like ‘last’ (for 2 tons).

One is, however, constrained to complain against the careless manner in
which the index has been compiled, in an otherwise admirable work. It
will not be of much help to those who wish to locate any reference or informa-
tion quickly. Subject-indexing has been altogether eschewed, so there is no
way of immediately spotting out items of export or import. But even in the
cursory, casual list of names and persons Bengal, Copenhagen and Seram-
pore have not been indexed at all under the plea that these are mentioned too
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frequently. On top of it we are directed from Fredericksnagore to unin-
dexed Serampore, reminding one of the manner in which enquiries are dealt
with in certain ‘information centres’. With the declining trade on Coromandel
and Malabar Coasts on account of frequent wars during the period covered
by this book Serampore and Bengal were certainly regions that occupied a
prominent place in so-called Danish trade. But that is not to say that these
are mentioned on every, or even every other page. Was it not possible to
indicate with suitable entries under the main heading the precise nature and
exaal Jocation of the information on Danish commercial activities in these
areas’ 9 On the other hand Madras and Calcutta get nearly seventy pages each
misleading the casual reader into assuming, certainly not the author’s intention,
that these were important centres of Danish commerce. Thereis no indica-
tion either, of what kind of information would be available on a specific page.
A consulter must cover all seventy of them to find out the particular needle of
item from this haystack of pages. And when he does take that trouble he
discovers, probably to his dismay or delight according to his temperament,
that Tranquebar is 150 miles south of Madras and Serampore 10 miles away
from Calcutta. Warren Hastings, renamed Fredensborg after its capture by
the Danes has been given a separate heading every time it occurs. This index
will not bear further scrutiny. In such a one looking for identification would
be asking for the moon. It must be made clear that no one expects the index
to substitute for the book itself. But if it is to be given at all it must serve as a
useful guide to the contents of the book, particularly in works of this nature
which are more often consulted than completely read. Researchers would
be grateful to publishing firms for saving their time and irritation, if this little
but valuable part of the book is entrusted not to dear wives or favounte stu-
dents of the authors but to professional indexers.

The chronicler of economic annals is usally criticized by the pure
economists for not providing adequate data or finding a pattern of develop-
ment on inadequate basis. Dr. Feldback has provided some quantification
in the text and tables in the appendices. In fact nearly hundred pages are
covered by references, notes, source materials and appendices. But for really
significant conclusions from the economist’s point of view he must work out
the materials himself. Despite the treasure-house of available material on
Danish trade it has never been processed before in English except for an occa-
sional article in some journal. This is the first full-ﬂedged work available in
English on the subject and a most welcome addition to the growing number of
books on economic history. It is important and enduring enough to be
brought out in hard covers in a library edition, production values of which

otherwise speak of high Scandinavian standards.
N. H. KULKARNEE
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Orissa Under the East India Company by K.M. Patra (Munshiram

Manoharlal, Delhi, May 1971 ; i ;
. ’ s pp. 351 includ
appendices; price Rs. 30.00). uding one map and two

OFﬁlglt]e :;i;og::eslsa\\/e turned the_ir attention to the study of the forma-
. Pment of Indian States. K.M. Patra’s thesis on Ori
pubhs‘hed under the title Orissa Under the East India Company i tion
to.thls growing body of literature. The author has gr:\};rlls m asd‘t“’“
primary sources in reconstructing the story of Orissa under tl‘neml;1 N ;’PO_“
\(ilo‘r:pany. Orissa has fascinated European administrator schol:iz fl;gla
an,d I.{Hént;{r ;o John Beams, and such Indian scholars as R. D, Ba;w:rj;il

: - Ko ahtab. Patra departs from this scholarly traditio Ori
in that he tries to look at administrative developments in depth 11d ook to
note the ch‘anges at once deep and distressing brought abl: tall)ld o t'o
Tl.1e study is organised around eight chapters. The first tw y h e
with revenue policy and administration, which was the cruo cf e aysiom.
True to thf: narrative style, Patra deals with the developmen)t( i thi SySt‘fm-
chronologically. The third chapter deals with the judicial et s Period
chaPters that follow describe salt monopoly, excise and cusfsmm, and’ t'he
tration of th.e- Jagannath Temple and the Tributary Mahalz O“;S, a:'mm'ls-
:(x)f:mtl';: fI;rmsh followed largely a policy of non-interferent;e a:dto;’sbtmy
" rms as shown by the vigorous action to su 'ne-
Socrtion ppress the Meriah

Patra has taken pains to put ini i i
pers?ectiVe, and in an area wh}:re ?:e:ni:t::c‘: :: vde ';’P“fe“‘s I
;t::h:s, tl'letn:1 is a great deal in such enterprises ‘tz coor:ul:e-
rea i

frame ?or suc;als:zg;::s (t;)n:eloi?:;ei: l:/:l'lt feVOlViﬂg o Sonoeptaal
that Patra raises. For instance, what wa;nthor a6t mature of fhy csion
iration. its b ) ce, . € exact nature of the adminice
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nd themselves,

BODK KEVIEWS i)

been pursued in a study like this. Present day regionalism should not be
traced to the times when Mukund Dev was “killed by his own countrymen’.

K.S. SINGH

Aitihasik Pharsi Sahitya Vol. V, Parts 1 & II, edited by G.H. Khare
(Bharat Itihas Samshodhak Mandal, Poona ; pp. Pt. 1 : 248; Pt. 11: 186;
price Rs. 6.00 and 10.00 respectively).

HIS is the fifth volume of Persian documents bearing on Maratha
history, published by the;Mandal. Part I contains the text in Persian and

was published in 1961. The translation and editing of the documents
took eight years and was published in 1969 under the auspices of a minister.

Shri Khare has established his reputation as a scholar of Persian, and
the reading of the documents bears marks of his scholarship. The first
39 documents in the volume are news-letters sent, according to the surmise
of the editor, by the news-agency of Khem Karan and Manasaran to the
Poona Court for the decade 1755-65. T he agency had its reporters at
various centres. News was pooled in the main office at Delhi and then
distributed to the various courts on payment basis. The letters contain
news of the Delhi Court, of the activities and movements of Maratha chief-
tains like Sindia and Holkar and their subordinates, and of their opponent
Ahmad Shah Abdali and his allies. There is news that Tukoji Silahdar
and Narsoji went to Peshawar and were returning to Lahore. The showing
of flag by a Maratha contingent at Attock is interpreted by a school of
Maratha historians as the expansion of Maratha empire to northernmost
corner of India ! All kinds of speculation were rife when Bhau marched to
the north at the head of a large army. Some rulers thought that the Marath-
as would now establish a Hindu Raj; but Bhau putan end to all specu-
lations by seating on the throne a minor child of Ali Gauhar who had fled
from Delhi. The Bhau thereby proclaimed that the Peshwa had no imper-
ial ambitions but was content to serve the Emperor in an humble capacity.

Empire-builders are made of sterner stuff.

Of the remaining one hundred and forty-one documents twelve belong
to the 16th century, ninety-nine to the 17th and the rest to the eighteenth.
As few Persian documents of the 16th century are available, Shri Khare
looks on them as of great importance, and we must congratulate him for
his discovery and deciphering of them. The first one refers to the dispute
of the office of Desai of Sandlapur; the second and third relate to some
disputed housing property; the fourth to the dispute over a shop. Shri
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Khare thinks all these documer‘ns are useful

administration and of the social life of the perio
are also in respect of the
Shahji Bhonsla.

for study of the Adil Shahi

L ! d. However, a few of them
o administration of Madura and Tanjore under
tis hoped students of the period will find them useful

Shri Khare feels that the news-letters -
form part 'of the Parasnis Collection, a large part of which was ac yired b
the erstwhile (j:overnment of Bombay twenty years back and deposic:e:di tl :
Bombay Archives. It is hoped that Shri K hare will be ab ol
Government of Maharashtra to let him examin
a volume of select documents from it.

published in the present volume

le to persuade the
e the collection and edit

V. G. DiGHe
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