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A NOTE CN HISTORICAL RECORIDS AND STATE
CENTRAL ARCHIVES IN BIHAR

K. XK. DaTTA

CHOLARS dealing with the modern period of Indian. history now
S rightly try to base their studies on unpublished or{gmal records
preserved in the Archives in and outside India. The importance of
records is very great in these days when attempts are being mad? for. a
scientific and correci study of the different aspects of a coun'tr.y S h-1$-
tory, and accurate details are needed from day to day for admunstrau\,/’e
purposes in democratic and welfare states. ““Records are tl?e means”,
writes an eminent archivist, Philip C. Brooks, “by which public
officials in a democracy are accountable to the people. They are
tools of administration, the memory of an organization, the embodi-
ment of experience, protectors of legal rights and sources of many
kinds of information”.

Before India attained independence in 1947, there had been orga-
nized central archives offices only at Delhi (the Nationz}l Archives
of India) and in Madras and Bengal. Of the other provinces some
had established record offices, e.g., in the Punjab, and some were
making efforts to start such offices. So far as the princely states were
concerned, some of them, like Hyderabad, Baroda, Kolha[.)ur, Puduk-
kottai, Patiala, Alwar and Bhopal, had record offices of their own, and
others like Travancore, Mysore, Jaipur and Udaipur had recor‘d
offices and manuscript libraries combined together. In free India
consciousness about the value of archives both for purpose qf research
and as service agency to administration is gradually developing, andh it
is a happy sign that some states have taken due steps to estab.hsh
Archives. Bihar, for example, has now got a State Cc?ntr.al Archlyes
which is utilized by research scholars and which alsg s.upph.es information
about governmental enquiries for purposes of admlr}lstratu.)n. ' '

Importance of Bihar as a store-house‘ of precious .hlstorlcal anti-
quities and records can hardly be overestimated. In hlS' sl?eech at the
13th Session of the Indian Historical. Records Commission, held at
Patna in 1930, Sir Jadunath Sarkar. SIgnlﬁcantly observed :“We. have
long felt thatour task would remain incomplete so long as we did not
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hold a session in Bihar and study the records of a province which
yields to none in the importance of the part it has played in shaping
India’s destiny from the dawn of recorded history. Here I have
found opportunities unequalled anywhere else in India, for studying
the past history of India at its fountain-head. Here I have received
a living inspiration from the great monuments of the past all around
us”. Bihar, an important centre of civilization age after age, is one
of the richest fields for the exploration and collection of historical
materials. As the capital province of the three great empires of an-
Cient India (the Mauryan, the Gupta and the Pala), as the birth-
place of the Indian reformation movements of the sixth century B.C.,
which proclaimed to the world gospels of love, liberalism and non-
violence, and as the seat of cosmopolitan universities like those of Nalanda,
Vikramsila, Oddandapuri and Rajrasana, which not only attracted in
their seminaries students from distant corners of the world but also
sent out to the far off regions scholars trained in different branches of
learning as prophets of the sublime messages of Indian culture and civi-
lization, Bihar cannot but reward the efforts of zealous students with
a rich harvest of materials relating to the early periods of Indian history.
Plentiful crop of historical documents can be gathered also by stu-
dents of the Indo-Muslim period, our knowledge of which is still
incomplete, unsatisfactory and sometimes precarious. The story of
the pre-Sur Afghan rule in Bihar is an unwritten chapter of Indian his-
tory; the glorious regime of the Indo-Afghan revivalist Sher Shah
requires more critical studies; and there is considerable gap in our
knowledge about Bihar during the rule of the Timurides in India.
Further, a careful study of the multifarious economic activities of
Bihar in the past would undoubtedly prove to be a useful source of
knowledge to those who are formulating plans for economic improve-
ment of this State in the post-war world. Systematic academic efforts

should be made for correct evaluation and due appreciation of the

influence of the liberal cult of Sufism on Bihar and also of the various
other aspects of Islamic culture of which this State continued to be
an important centre for a long time.

Bihar has considerable importance for records relating to the
history of the Indo-British period. There is no douybt that the seeds of

British political supremacy in India were sown on the fertile soil of
Bengal and Bihar. The successes of the British East India Company
in other parts of India followed as a logical sequel to the revolutions
accomplished by the decisive battles of Plassey and Buxar. “The
superiority of our squadron”, observed Clive in his letter to Pitt,
dated 7 January 1759, “and the plenty of money and supplies of all
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kinds which our friends on the coast will be furnished with from this
province (Bengal), while the enemy (the French) are in total want of
everything, without any visible means <.)f redress, are sucl.l advaptagc;s
as, if properly attended to, cannot fail of \.)vholly effcc_tlng their ruin
in that as well as in every other, part of India”. Referring tp the cr,l
tical condition to which Madras had bcen. ex;_)osed after Haidar Ali’s
capture of Arcot, Sir Eyre Coote observed in his letter to the Suprerpe
Council in Calcutta, dated 10 November 1786: “It ‘may not be amiss
to give you early information as a guide for. making the necessary
provision for the future disbursement at this settlement, which, by
the nearest computation I can make, will r_athcr exceed seven lacks
of rupees per mensem, every cowrie of which must come from Ben-
gal, as1 find there are no resources here from whence a smglc pagoda
is to be expected”. In appreciation of . the favourable attitude of the
Supreme Council, Sir Eyre Coote again wrote to them on 1 March
1781: It affords me pleasure to receivc.your repeated assprances of
support in money for the expenses of thls'; army, as upon its safety
and maintenance, employed as it is now In con.tendmg with the' most
pbwerful and formidable enemy among the native powers of Hlndo§-
tan, 1 am satisfied, the very existence of the British interests in this
Eastern World depends”. . .

Many in Bihar took prominent part in the revolut}qns of ?he
mid-eighteenth century, which gave a new tl.ll'n to the political destm};
of this country. Their descendants living in different parts of thi
province, have, in most cases, inherited, among oth.er things, valuable
collections of manuscript works and doquments Wl’%lch deserve careful
study to accelerate the march of the science of h1st(_)ry.. They habve
indeed their utility from the point of view of family mterests(,‘ u
they also form a rich cultural heritage which can be lent to ac'clll : ;gnc
use for the services of the community of man. To rescue §ucl} idden
treasures from the ravages of time, clima.te and also hurr}an lndlﬂ'crcnf:e,
to make suitable arrangements for their due preservation and cf.fectlve
utilization by earnest-minded researchers, who have to wgrk 1;!1a our
country very often under handicap§, are sacred 'and ‘responsxbtlle c lljges
on the State, the fcorporate institution of the university, and the enlighe

members of the public.
teneci\llany of the old zamindari offices had mahaﬁ{khanas modelled on
the district record rooms. Some of these collec?tnons }{ave been exa-
mined by the Regional Records Survey. Committee, Bxha.r, and d.es-
oribed in its annual reports. Two highly valu.able prlv'ate set:les
of records are the Darbhanga Raj Records, Whlc!‘l c?ntam Persian .
records from the time of Akbar until 1860 and scientifically arrange
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and well-preserved English records from 1860, contributing to our
knowledge regarding the history of north Bihar, and the Bettiah Raj
Records relating to the northern half of the Champaran District.

Though the Secretariat records in the State Archives do not go
back beyond 1859, there are some district and divisional records series
now preserved inthe State Archives which date from the post-Diwani
years of the 18th” century and the early 19th century. That is so be-
cause the districts and divisions continued to be local administrative
units since long before either the Government of Bihar and Orissa or
the Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal came into being. The Bhagalpur
District records start from 1771, those of Saran from 1782, of Purnea
from 1775, of Tirhut from 1782, and so on. Similarly the Chota
Nagpur Divisional Commissioner’s records begin from 1798, the Bha-
galpur Commissioner’s records from i811, and the Patna Commis-
sioner’s records from 1812. The Board of Revenue records start
from 1772. These records were so far preserved in their Coilectors
and Commissioners’ record rooms and have recently either been
brought to the State Central Archives or are in the process of being
brought there. Valuable first-hand information relating to the local
history, social and economic conditions and administrative arrange-
ments are available in them.

The idea of establishing a central record office in Bihar, where
old historical records lying scattered in the record rooms of the various
Government offices at district and divisional levels throughout the
State could be brought for better preservation and research, engaged
the attention of the State Government in 1915. Efforts were made
in this respect also in 1919 when the Indian Historical Records Commis-
sion was constituted, in 1930 when it had its 13th Session at Patna,
in 1937 at the instance of Hon’ble Mr. Justice J. F. W. James (then a
Judge of Patna High Court), and in 1941 when the Indian Historical
Records Commission was reconstituted. I was nominated State
representative onthe Research and Publication Committee of the Indian
Historical Records Commission. In 1945 an Ad Hoc Regional Recordsg
Survey Committee in Bihar was appointed under my guidance to examine
the records in the State. I took the first opportunity to impress upon
the authorities the importance of the establishment of a central record
office. Between 1919 and 1948, the Indian Historical-Records Com-
mission passed as many as 14 resolutions on this subject, but nothing
was done until 1950 when the Government of India asked the State
Government to take steps for the establishment of one such central
record office in Bihar. The matter was taken up by the Revenue De-
partment and they requested the Board of Revenue for their advice
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In the meantime, this matter was separately considered by the Poli-
tical (Records) Department. When I was consulted about it as Con-
vener, Ad Hoc Regional Records Survey Commitiee, I submiited my
recommendaiions. But with the opening of Organization and Method
Section, the matter was left to them and they submitted their report on
the reorganization of the Secretariat Record Room on modern lines
in 1952. Concurrence of the Board of Revenue was also received,
The proposal for the reorganization of the Sccretariat Record Room
into the State Central Archives, Bihar, where all the pre-1901 records
from the offices of the Board of Revenue, Divisional Commissioners
and District Collectors were to be brought, preserved and thrown
open to bona fide research scholars, was approved by the Council
of Ministers on 2 February 1954. The reorgunised office commenced
functioning from 1 March 1954. By the end of 1955-56, pre-1901
records of the offices of Commissioners of Chota Nagpur, Bhagalpur
and Patna and those of the district offices of Ranchi, Bhagalpur,
Monghyr and Shahabad were brought to the State Central
Archives.

The iransferred records in the State Ceniral Archives have been
arranged serially oni the .ucksictaiining as far as practicable their ori-
ginal order. The arrangement and custody of the records are govern-
ed by rules laid down in the Bihar Secretariat Instructions (Chapter
1V, Section 4.1 to 4.47).

The collections in the Siate Central Archives are mainly of two
categories, (a) Secretariat Records, and (b) Mofassil Records, apart
from the gazettes and eclectoral rolls and printed books in the lib-
rary. [Reccrds periaining to the earlier administration of ihe areas
now incorporated in Bihar are in West Bengal Archives, but printed
copies of relevant records have been received from the Bengal Govern-
ment. Among the acquisitions from disirict and divisional offices
here have been many hundreds of volumes of pre-1857 and post-1857
records and Persian correspondence as well as documents of the Mughal
period.

A library of over 4,600 old and rare books, official publications
and allied reference books is aitached to the Archives. Some of its
collections are of great value.

Records transferred by the Secretariat are accompanied by printed
indexcs from which consolidated indexes are compiled. The printed
alphabetical indexes are from 1859 to 1908.

The first conscious effort to preparc a hand-book of Bihar and
Orissa 1ecords was entrusted in 1924 to Sir Jadunath Sarkar. As he
had to go as Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University, this work
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was later taken up by Prof. K.P.Mitra, Principal, D. J. College,
Monghyr. The hand-book was published in 1933 under the caption 4
Hand-book of the Bihar and Orissa Provincial Records, 1771-1859.
With the transfer of many of these records to Patna it is no longer
a guide to location. The Chota Nagpur records are press-listed.
Certain histories based on the records have been brought out by the
State Government, as well as a series of publications by the Gazetteer
Revision Section of the Revenue Department,

Selections from the Unpublished Correspondence of the Judge-Magis-
trate and the Judge of Patna, 1790 fo 1857, edited by me, was published
in 1954. Catalogue of Patna Commissioner’s Records, 1813-1853 (Firs¢
Series), also edited by me, came out in 1963. A pamphlet describing
the records of the Purnea and Saran Collectorates was issued by the Bihar
Regional Records Survey Committee in 1959. An article entitled
“District Records in Bihar’, written by Sri Narayan Saran, Record Keeper,

State Central Record Office, appeared in one of the issues of The Indian
Archives.

After the reorganization of the State Central Archives in 1956
and the appointment of a Director a systematic publication programme
was taken up. It was under this scheme that publications, such as
Unrest Against British Rule in Bihar, 1831-1859 in English and Hindi,
edited by me, appeared in 1957. Some Farmans, Sanads and Parwanas,
1578-1802, also edited by me, came out in 1962. Another book entitled
Select Documents on Mahatma Gandhi’s Movement in Champaran, 1917-18,
edited by Dr. B. B. Misra, was published in 1963. A set of other works,
intended for publication, are in preparation. They are : (a) A Hand-
book of Bhagalpur Commissioner’s Records (1832-1857), (b) A Hand-
book of Bhagalpur Collectorate Records (1778-1857), (c) A Catalogue
of Patna Commissioner’s Records (1813-1853) (Second Series),
(d) Selections from the Judicial Records of Bhagalpur District (1793-
1805), (e) Descriptive Lists of the Patna Commissioner’s Monthly Bundles
(1854-1874), and (f) Collections in the State Archives (in two
volumes).

The archival holdings of the State Central Archives are mainly as
follows : —
I. Proceedings A.and B., Proceedings Volumes, Registers of Corres»
pondence, etc.
Secretariat Records (All Departments  of
Government except P.W.D.) ; . . (1859-1959)
Patna Commissioner’s Records . . . . (1811-1900)
Chota Nagpur Commissioner’s Records . . (1795-1900)
Bhagalpur Commissioner’s Records . . . (1832-1900)

HISTORICAL RECORDS & STATE CENTRAL ARCHIVES IN BIHAR 7

Bhagalpur District Records . . . . (1770-1900)
Monghyr District Records . . . . (1812-1900)
Purnea District Records . . .. . (1775-1874)
Hazaribagh District Records, . . . . (1833-1876)
Champaran District Records . . . . (1837-1905)
Muzaffarpur District Records . . . . (1782-1869)
Gaya District Records ; . .on . (1842-1905).
Shahabad District Records . . . . (1781-1800)
Ranchi District Records . . . . . (1837-1900)

Chaibassa Collectorate Records . . . . (1837-1900)
II. Special acquisitions :—
A large number of old Persian farmans and sanads of the Mughal
period.
Records relating to Mahatma Gandhi in Champaran (1917-1918).
Records on Freedom Movement in Bihar.
A large number of rare publications of the Government of the early

period.
III. Gazettes :—
The Calcutta Gazette . . . . . (1832-1950)
The Gazette of India . . . . . (1864 to date)
The Bihar Gazette . . . . . . (1912 to date)
IV. Electoral Rolls . . . . . . (1956-1962)
V. Library :(—

It contains old manuscripts and official publications of the 19th
century and earlier period, collected from mofassil offices. Note-
worthy among them are the following : (i) Complete. sets of the
Imperial Gazetteer of India (1884 and 1908 editions), (ii) Hunter’s
Statistical Account of Bengal, (iii) Hamilton Buchanan’s reports
on Bihar Districts, (iv) Annual guides and gazetteers of Bengal
and Agra (1941-42), (v) Bengal Regulations (1793-1834), (vi)
Bengal Code, (vii) Decisions of Sudder Diwani and Nizamat Adalats,
(viij) Revenue hand-books, (ix) Village guides, (x) Wilson’s Early
Annals of the English in Bengal, (xi) B. H. Ba?en—Powe.:ll’s Land
Systems of British India, Vols. I-III (1892), (xii) Selections from
East India House records, and (xiii) Todar Mal’s diary, a Persian
manuscript of the 16th century giving land revenue accounts of"
Bhagalpur District. ~ Scholars who have seen this work are of
opinion that even if it is not in Todar Mal’s own handwriting, it is.
a contemporary official .document.



THE STUDY OF STATE ARCHIVAL PROGRAMMES
IN THE UNITED STATES

ERrRNST POSNER

‘HN 1663 nearly two million persons, most of them Americans
A visited the * National Archives in Washington, D.C., to view
the great histovical docuinents on display in its Exhibition Hall, and the
figure for (he cuirent year, 1964, promises to be even higher. It would
be quite misleading, however, to draw from the number of people who
threnged inio the majestic structure on Constitution Avenue conclusions
in regard ‘o the public interest in archives and to think of the United
States as an archivist’s paradise where his cause is dear to the hearts of
the peeple and where it enjoys broad public support. On the contrary,
much remains to be done if the record of our country’s past is to be
preserved unimpaired. ‘

The problem of public archives administraiion in the United States—
and it is of public archives only that T wish to treat—is essentially the
problem of archives administraiion in a federally organized country,
and that is why it is hoped that this article will be of some interest to
Indian archivists. [n centrally administered States, like France for
instance, a complete network of archival agencies is controlled by the
head of the national archives administration with the result that uniform
standards and regulations apply throughout the system. A very different
situation exists in the United States where the Archivist of the United
States is not the “archives tsar” of the nation, for his responsibility
does not extend beyond the National Archives and the records centres
of the National Archives and Records Service, which is a part of the
General Services Administration. To these records centres and to the
National Archives come only the records created by Federal Govern-
ment agencies, and none of those created by State, couaty, or local
governments. This means that, in matters archival as in other cultural
ficlds, the States are sovereign and masters of the destiny of their own
records. If, in spite of such decentralization of archival responsibility,
we have moved towards a common philosophy of the profession and
towards the adoption of common techniques, this is due to the exam-
ple the National Archives has set for the major archival agencies of
the States; to the activities of the Society of American Archivists, including
the work of its committees and the publication of its journal; and
finally to courses and seminars in archives administration that have been
and are being offered in'various places, particularly in Washington, D.C.

A concerted effort, however, is called for if throughout the nation
public archives administration is to be raised to a high level of excellence.
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That the archives of the several States were sources of prime importe.mce
and worthy of diligent care was first realized in 1899, when the‘ Am.erxcan
Historical Association, spokesman for the historical profession in the
United States, established its Public Archives Commission to survey
and describe the archival holdings of each State. Twenty years later
this gigantic task had been accemplished, for within that time most
of these holdings had been listed in the Commission’s annual reports,
archival agencies had becn established in many States, and an archival
profession had been born. In fact, sc mauch ‘progress had beel} made
that in 1930, Solon J. Buck, later to become the second Archivist of
the United States, proposed to measure this progress by means of anoﬁ}er
survey. This survey, he suggested, should_“for cach State, summazize
the important general and special legislation Conf:ernfng the makmg,
custody, and supervision of State and local grchlves’ and would, in
general, set forth the practices of the States with reference to the con-
dition, care, and accessibiiity of their archives.

Rejected at that time by the American Hisio'rical Associatipn, the
proposal for a survey of State archival legisiation slmd praciices was
renewed in 1954 by David C. Duniway, State Archivist of Oregon and
first Chairman of the State Archives Commiitee of the Society of American
Archivists. There was a delay, however, until seven years later whep
Philip M. Hamer, President of the Society, obtained from the Cou.ncﬂ
on Library Resources, Inc., a grant to finance a survey ot" State archivaj
agencies in the United States and in Puerto Rico. The survey was
to produce a set of siandards that would guide State.le.gxslat.ors and oi‘r}-
cials in providing for the professional care and adiministration of public
archives in their respective Siaics.

The Study of State Archival Programmes, as it was officially ca!i_ed,
began on 1 February 1962, under the dirCCtOFShlp of the pr'esent wr‘lter
and with headquarters in the National Archives bu1ldm.g in Washing-
ton, D.C. In conducting the Study, the follqwing technique was used:
all information available, including data obtained by th; State Records
Committee in 1961,was consolidated.into State-by-State digests, and these
digests were mailed to heads of archival and 'record's management agen-
cies in the various States and formed the _bgsm of dlS.CUSSI.OI‘l during visits
made by the Director of the Study. VlS.ltS, organized into some.sev?n
“circuits”, began on 11 March 1962, and intervals between _tl_lese circuits
were used to compile preliminary essays on the States visited. Afte-r
the travelling phase of the project had been completed on 39 April
1963, final drafts of the State essays were sent to heads of archival and
records management agencies with the request that they add
the latest data available and that they object to any statements or
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evaluations mrade by the Director of the Study if they wished to do so.
These State essays were to form chapter II of the final Study Report.
A short history of the evolution of State archival administration would be
chapter 1. Chapter 1II would present a summary of the findings of the
survey, and the Statement of Standards contained in chapter IV
would set forth those standards that should govern the organization and
administration of publie archives in the States.

This Statement of Standards might well be considered the keystone
of the Study Report. Because the Statement was to represent the views of
the American archival profession, it was first thoroughly examined by the
Director’s Advisory Committee, consisting of five distinguished archivists,
ana then reviewed in an all-day session by the Society’s Committee on
Professional Standards. This Committee is composed of the past Presidents
of the Society and may be said to embody the corporate experience of
those men and women who have led the American archival profession
during the last twenty-five years. In the course of these reviews, the State-
ment of Standards underwent considerable changes all of which have
meant an improvement upon the Study Director’s first draft.

I'shall not attempt to present a summary of the Statement of Standards
because it should be read and appraised in its entirety. Suffice it to say
that the Standards deal with the following main aspects of archival ad-
ministration : organization for archival service, including necessary legal
authority, budgetary requirements, personnel, and physical facilities of the
State archival agency; the agency’s function in general; the archival func-
tion in particular, including control over the disposal and accessioning of
records, their arrangement and description, reference service, photogra-
phic reproduction and publication of anmual reports, guides, etc., and
care and preservation of local records; and finally, the role of the
archival agency in records management.

The case for developing a set of standards and recommending their
adoption to State legislators and officials is amply borne out by the infor-
mation furnished in the State essays and by the summary of findings. Un-
doubtedly there is great meed for better care of public archives in most
of the States, because the picture revealed by the survey is by no means
cause for complacency. This was to be expected. In regard to their scope
of auvthority, status, functions, and activities our State grchival agencies
differ to the poim of incomparability. In a number of States, the ar.
ehives furiction has beern taken over by the State historical society or the
State library with the result that historicat interests. and the application of
libtary techniques have interfered with the proper handling of archiva]
material. In recent years, discrepancies were further accentuated, for in
the leading States the State Archivist has been put in charge of records
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managemerit, while in other States this function is assigned tf) an adminis-
trative agency of the State Government or has not been provided for at all,

At this time six States—Alaska, Maine, Missouri, Montana, North
Dakota, and South Daketa—have no legally constit‘u'ted arc’hiva} agepcy’
though in Montana and in the Dakotas some archives have drifted into
the custody of the respective historical societies. In 18 States the archives
programme is entrusted to an historical agency, suf‘:h as a department
of archives and history or a State historical society. Ffve States—Colora-
do, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, and New Mexico—have indepen-
dent archives management agencies. In 11 States—Arizona, Connecticut,
Florida, Indiana, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessze,
Texas, and Virginia—the archival agency is & component O_f the State k-
brary. In five States—Hawaii, Kentucky, New Hamps?ure, Yc.:r'mom’
and Washington—archival responsibility has bc'en placed in a d-1v1.s10n .of
the fiscal or general services department. And in five States.—Cahfor.m.-a,
Georgia, Itlinois, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island—archives admimis-
tration is under the office of the Secretary of State.

Dissimilarity, however, does not result solely from different organiza-
tion. It stems also from the effectiveness or lack of effectiveness of archival
laws and programmes. In all of the categories enumerated above
there are States in which, because of shortage of funds and personnel,
archival agencies are underdeveloped or bave become dormant, and there
are States in which strong archival and‘ records management pro'gramrr.xes
are well under way. Delaware, Illinois, Maryland, and North Caroln'qa
have long been leaders in the field; and other‘.s—C.olo.rado, Georgia,
and Pennsylvamia, to name but a few—are makmg significant progress,
Symptoms of such progress are not .lackmg. In a number of
States, for instance, new buildings are going up or are bemg planned.
Easily the most impressive of these structures w1!l' be that of the Sta’fe‘ of
Georgia in Atlanta, 2 monument to the enthusiasm and to the untiring
efforts of Mary Givens Bryan, Georgia’s State Archivist, whose unex-.pea-
ed and premature death has been a matter of deep SOITOW to her friends
and colleagues. The State Archives Qf South Carolina, Tenvness?e, a«gd
Texas alteady occupy fine new buildings, and equally good housing will
soon be enjoyed by the State Archives of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and

North Carelina. . | |
The greater attention now being paid by the States to the preservation
of Tocal records is another hopsful sigh. Since; with oncf_ ot tWO: cxceptxfms,
their concentration at State archival headquarters has proved nnpract;mal,
two new approaches to the problemy are dev§lop1ng. One of ?hese is mlcr‘o.
filming of local records, which makes po§s1ble the production of security
copies and, in addition, of reference copies that can be made available
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to users in the research room of the State Archives. Microfilming,
however, even if done on a selective basis, costs a great deal of money,
and that is why a number of States have adopted, as a more practical
solution, the device of the State-controlled regional depository. These
depositories are established at institutions of higher learning, or possibly
at historical societies, to house and service local records after they have
been processeé by State archival persconnel.

Following the precédent of the Federai Government, a number of
States have charged their archival agencies with responsibility for the
management of records during their current and semi-current phases,
while in oihiers such responsibility has bzen made a function of the fi-
nancial or general management ageiicy of the State. The number of
State records management programmes that may be said to be effective,
is still small. So far, mosi of the programmes have been limited to in-
ventorying agency records, to developing reiention and disposal
schedules, and to adminisiering records centies in which records of transi-
tory value are kept and serviced until their retention periods have expired.
Gther aspects of records management, hiowever, such as deveioping
siandards, procedures, and techniques for managing correspondence,
forms, mails, and files, have received scant attention, mainly because
programmes are stili in their early stages and because sioff is too small to
handie al! phases of records management, '

Except for such encouaging evidence of progress in some aspects of
archival activity, American siaic Arciivisis feel that ioo littls has b2en and
is being done to provide the archival services indispensable in the modern
State. Budgets have not becnn sufficiently increased to provide necessary
equipment and to raise salatics to a level likely to attract promising ap-
plicants for jobs. In facy, because of low salaries, well-trained and com-
petent archivisis have accepind tzaching positions in the rapidly expanding
universities and colicges, posiiions inat offer them beiter pay and ample
leave during the summer.

Shortage of personncl hampers ihe operations of many an archival
agency, with the result that litile time can be spent on what are essentia}
tasks of the archivist, namely, the analysis, arrangement, and description
of archival material. It is revealing that until recently no State archival
agency had an up-to-date guide i its holdings, which, in turn, adversely
affected their use by interested persons. This deficiency is in the process of
being remedied, for published guides have recently become available for
the archives of Pennsyivania, WNorth Carolina, and Iilinois. In regard
to the general need for published guides, the Statement of Standards
referred 1o above says categorically : *“Publication of a guide to its holdings
is a duty of the State Archives.”
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Other States are likely to follow the example of Illinois, North Carolina,
and Pennsylvania—a guide to the archives of Maryland is in preparation—
and it is hoped that, in general, the standards promulgated in the Study
Report will serve as a useful guide for States that are seriously concerned
about the preservation of their arcliives. This does not seem too sanguine
an expectation, because the mere fact that the survey of State Archives
programmes was under way has already prompted improvements in a
number of States. In others, committees have been appointed to concern
themselves with the future of the State Archives. The Study Report, pub-
lished by the University of Chicago Press under the title American State
Archives, has been widely distributed to legislators and responsible State
officials. Tt will convince them, it is hoped, that the “provision of archi-
val service is so basic a prerequisite of the modern State, so rightful a
demand of its citizens, and so essential a component of its govern-
mental and cultural affairs that no State can afford to be without it
fand that}....... it requires so small a portion of the State revenue
that no State has an excuse for not providing it”.

9_-3 Dir. of Arch/63



A PROGRAMME FOR BUSINESS ARCHIVES
pAVID S. MACMILLAN

THE influence of business records on Australian historical writing
is just beginning to be felt, though in both Britain and in the
United States business archives have been more widely used. In the last
few years, the work of‘the Business Archives Council of Australia has
brought home to scholars and researchers an awareness of the existence
of such records and of the importance of such material for their work.
Looking ahead, it may even be said that there is a good chance that the
increasing use of business records for historical research will radically
alter many of the existing concepts of Australian history.

It is not always old firms which hold old records of historical impor-
tance. Mergers and amalgamations can result in comparatively new con-
cerns holding the material of predecessor firms and firms which they
have absorbed. The experience of the Business Archives Council of Aus-
tralia in the last ten years has shown that modern firms, even of recent
foundation, can hold deposits of valuable old records acquired in this
way. There is also the consideration that the non-current and even the
current records of today are the archival material of the future.
This is a consideration that is worth keeping in mind when the selection
of material for destruction is being made, for on that selection depends
the view which the people of the future will come to hold of our activi-
ties today.

Modern media of communication like the telephone and the tape-
recorder are transient, and it is a cause of some concern that much of the
record of the activities of our.time will simply not be preserved for this
reason. The maintenance of documentary records of an informative
kind is an obligation we owe to the future, and it is to be hoped that the
economic historians and researchers of one or two hundred years from now
will not have to look back on a great hiatus or gap in the records of our
time. In this connection, several questions have been raised in recent years
about the legal validity of modern types of record such as microfilm
and magnetic tape. It would seem that here we have a case where, as an
American historian once put it, “the Flag has outrun the Constitution”,
Modern technical developments in the fields of photography and electro-
nics have made available types of record which were simply not envisaged
in the days when our legal system was drawn up. In the Middle Ages
basic documents were inscribed on sheepskin or vellum by scribes using
quill pens, and the parties in legal matters certified the documents by ap-
pending wax impressions of their seals. It seems inevitable that there must
be an adaptation of our legal requirements to fit the changed conditions
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of the modern world, but from the archives point of view, however, it is
to be hoped that this does not lead to overmuch dependence on records
of a very transitory type, which will not last as a permanent record.

One hundred years ago, the minutes of the boards of directors of com-
panies were written out fully and in detail. Discussion was recorded as well
as decisions, and such minutes are today a valuable mine 6f information
about economic attitudes and the way in which decisions were reached.
Too ofien today minutes have become reduced to the mere essential
formulae of record. Their value as historical documents will be far less
than that of the type of descriptive minutes kept in the past. There is,
too, the question of the poor quality of many of the materials used for pur-
poses of record. The quality of many of the poorer grades of paper \%sed
by business firins for purposes of copy is extremely low. Paper of this kind,
so often used for carbon copies of leiters and memoranda, quickly
deteriorates and here, too, there is a real danger that valuable information
will bz Iost. In the case of really important communications, there seems
to be a case for using a better quality of paper for carbon copies.

The first step which a firm must take in fucing the proviem of how to
cope with an accumulation of old business records is to decide on the'po-
licy that is to be followed. The alternatives are deposit and retention.
Many firms simply do not have the resources or the storage space to ac-
commodate or organize a large mass of old rzcords. In the last few years
a number of organizations in Australia have become increasingly interested
in acquiring and storing material of this kind under safeguards of: “confi-
dentiality”. To mention only a few of these, there is the Australian Na-
tional University in Canberra, the Universities of Sydney, Melbourne
and New England, and the Mitchell Library in Sydney.

It may be very suitable for a firm to make the decision tq loc?ge its 91d
records in such a repository under the care of another org.am?atlon which
will maintain the confidentiality of the matérial, and provide items for the
firm as they are required for consultation. This is an easy way out apd t}.le
Business Archives Council of Australia in New South Wales ar.ld Victoria
has provided advice to many firms about places of deposu‘ and the
conditions under which the material may be !odged in 'them,
Generally, however, the policy of the Business 'Arf:hlves' Council has
been to encourage firms, wherever possible, to maintain thc?lr own records.
In the case of large concerns, there is a great deal to be gamf:c? by. the firm
if it retains its own material and houses it adeq}xately, organizing it so that
it can easily be consulted. This can be done Wlth very little staff and oftep
at comparatively little expense. Such a policy has the advantage.that it
can provide a solution for the recurrc?nt probl.em of records which are
passing out of use, for if a repository 1s set up m the firm for old records
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of an “archival ” type, non-current material can be passed on to it in ac-
cordance with a disposal programme drawn up at a high level in the or-
ganization. In this way, an archives repository within the firm can form an
important adjunct and auxiliary to the firm’s record-system, and where
firms have records officers or records ‘managers, as an increasing number
do have, it would seem most natural that control of such an archives
reppsitory within the firm should be the direct responsibility of these exe-
cutives.

In the case of semi-public bodies (the University of Sydney may be
cited as an example of this), the keeping of old records is absolutely essen-
tial. Such bodies as universities {a narticularly cood example of this) go
very much by precedent, having their own “legai systems” based on
parliamentary statutes and a bodv of by-laws. Such bodies as universities
have rlea q neenliar relationship with governments, which necessitates the
availability of original documentary material on frequent occasions, and
consequently these bodies have no choice in the matter of deposit or re-
tention, but must necessarily opt for the latter.

Taking the case of a business firm of average size, however, the
reasons fo.r retention are many. First, there is the matter of policy. To
an increasing extent business firms are looking back on their past to de-
termine the broad lines of policy which shouid be followed. It is very
pec.essary, of course, for a business firm to move with the times and to be
in line with contemporary trends, but on the broad line of company policy
the lessons of the past can often provide useful guidance.

Next, there is the matter of advertising. More and more old-es-
tablished firms have taken the line in recent years of stressing their age,
stability and respectability by referring to their past and to the parts their
concerns have played in the development of ths nation. Possession of
f)ld records which can be drawn upon for material of this kind, not only
illustrative but documentary, is'a great advantage. Then again, and even
more important, ihere are the legal matiers of patenis and proofs. Docu-
rr_xentary evidence of this kind is still occasionally essential in the case of
disputes and some firms have always shown a praiseworthy care in this
respect, taking great trouble to maintain the original documents of proof
and patent.

. The way in which a firm should go about organizing an accumula-
tion of old records, should a retention policy be decided upon, can
be summarily outlined as follows:—The first need is to assemble the
material in one place. Very often in the course of surveys over the
last ten years—and these have mounted to several hundreds in num-
ber—it has been found that old records of various types and of varying
quality have been scattered through the premises of a business firm

A PROGRAMME FOR BUSINESS ARCHIVES 17

In some cases deposits of material have been found hundreds of miles
apart in different premises and outlying branches of firms, but even
within the average company head office there is a great deal of disper-
sal. The company secretary’s office or strong room is the most ob-
vious place to seek for old material, but very often important series
of records have been found, in addition, in the offices of the accountant
and other company officers, as well as lodged away in basements,
vaults, lofts, cellars, cupboards and other places. The first need is
to assemble such scattered material in one place where its extent and
nature can be properly gauged. At this stage of the operation, it is
often useful to check for material which has been removed altoge-
ther from the company premises by company officers on retirement or
as “‘souvenirs”. In the past 30 or 40 years, with frequent *‘clear-
outs” and salvage drives, company officers have often removed items
of interest which would otherwise have been destroyed. In this way,
valuable material has often been saved, and if a firm has made a de
cision to preserve its records properly, an attempt should be made to

- retrieve such material and lodge it with the other records.

The next step is to centralize and personalize responsibility for the
old records in some person of real authority within the company.
There is much less possibility of good results in the gathering in and
organization of records if the officer who is responsible for them lacks
the grading to perform this task efficiently. The officer responsible
for the records should have sufficient status to make an approach on
the highest level to departments within the firm with a view to secur-
ing old material held by them. If the archivist or records officer lacks
status, he will simply be regarded as a nuisance, and his access to some
types of old records which may be deemed as ‘‘confidential” will be
barred. Inthe past, much damage has been done by the delegation of
the work of clearing out old records to junior members of office staffs
who have been totally unaware of the significance of the material which
too often has been destroyed by them. This is also an argument for
the establishment of an archivist or records officer on a relatively
high grading because the work can only be done suitably and compe-
tently by one who has some understanding of the way in which the firm
works, and also of its background and development.

Having assembled the records and clarified the position of the offi-
cer responsible for them, the next step isto list, classify and describe
the material so that it will be teady for easy consultation, and so ‘that
the ultimate task of storing it in suitable conditions can be carried out.
It is here that we come to the key operation to the whole procedure—
that of selection for preservation. What is to be kept and what is to
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be discarded ? Inits publications on this subject, the Business Ar-
chives Council of Australia has listed certain types of material which

should be preserved at all costs. The chief categories of records of
this kind are :— '

1. Legal documents (indentures of partnership, deeds, agree-
ments, patents, titles, etc.).

2. Minute books (of directors’ meetings, special committees,
etc., with supporting documents such as reports and let-
ters).

. Correspondence and letter-books.

4. Inter-departmental memoranda relating to important mat-
ters.

5. Accounting records (ledgers, cash-books, balance-sheets,
cost accounts, estimates).

6. Annual reports, whether manuscript (as was often the case
in early nineteenth century practice) or printed.

7. Sales records, price-lists, catalogues, records relating to
advertising,

8. Drawings, plans, specifications, production schedules, labo-
ratory records, etc.

9. Records relating to personnel (wages books, record-sheets,
piece-rate books, bonus records, information about welfare
facilities and working conditions).

10. Statistics.

11. Shipping records (bills of lading, ships’ manifests and articles,
log-books).

12. Personal papers relating to the founders or heads of the firm
(diaries, journals, correspondence, memoranda and drafts).

13. Records relating to earlicr enterprises which have had some
connection with the firm or its personnel. (Material of this
kind is often of the utmost importance to the firm and his-
torically significant.)

14. Stock-books and stud-books and records of rations and pay-
ments. (Such records are often found among the pastoral

and sheep and cattle station records which are found in
Australia.)

w

As far as other material is concerned, the criteria or standards of
judgment for selection that the Business Archives Council of Australia
has worked out may be summed up as follows :—Records that are
unique in that they contain material not contained elsewhere should
always be preserved. This standard of judgment must, of course, be
tempered with realism, in that there are great masses of purely formal
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records which contain material which is “unique”, but which very
often simply cannot be preserved because the material is “typical’’
or “normal” in that it shows only the everyday working of the firm.
For instance, a great mass of many thousands of invoices might be the
only record of individual transactions. It may be out of the question
to preserve this great quantity of material. At the same time, it is
most unlikely that historians of the future will be much ;nterested
in individual transactions of this normal typé. In sucha case as this,
the technique of “sampling” is the best one to adopt. From such a
mass of records, a month’s invoices from each period of five years
might well be taken out. The consistency with which the samplirg is
made will give a validity to the material retained as a “true sample”,
which will be of useto the research worker of the future or to officers
of the firm concerned who might wish to look back on a typical
month’s transactions of a past period. In this way the retention of great
masses of purely formal and rather insignificant material can often be
avoided.

With regard to the arrangement of the records—the order in which
they are going to be stored and the order in which they are going to be
listed in the final inventories of material,—a principle must be worked
out. In most cases, except where confusion of the records has made
it almost impossible to sort out the material according to its source
within the organization which has created it, the most effective principle
to be followed in arranging material is that of provenance, which can
be applied to business records in the same way as to government records.
In this way, all accounting material will be kept separate. All records
created within the office of the company’s secretary will likewise be
kept separate, and so on. Within such groups there will be various series-
For instance, within the group of records created in the office of the
company’s secretary, there will be a series of minute books of the
company, a series, possibly, of old letter books and of files of corres-
pondence and other material. Within the groups and the series, a
chronological ~arrangement is generally recommended. A purely
chronological arrangement of ali records regardless of type and source is
sometimes followed, and quite often in the past the Business Archives
Council has come across examples of this. Atsome past date, a firm
has decided to organize its records and has gathered them together
in one place and then proceeded to list the material item by item re.
gardless of type and source. This, of course, makes the material very
difficult to consult and almost impossible to use with profit. Invariably,
he Business Archives Council has advised against it.
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In this matter of arranging and listing records according to groups,
the need on the part of the officer concerned for some understanding
of how the firm has worked and developed in the past is manifest.
Knowledge of how a certain group of records has originated, of how a
department of the firm came into being as an off-shoot of another
department, of how a certain group of reports, for instance, was
used in conjunction with accounting records, can be of the greatest
value. The relationship-between the various series and groups is often
an intricaie one, and knowledge of that relationship can be vital in
arranging, classifying and describing the material. The Council has
fecommended the following procedure in listing :— :

“When records are being checked over for the first time, before the
final arrangement has been decided upon, a rough inventory should be
drawn up containing details of the subject and date of each item, for
example —

Minute Book, 1873-1883, or

Box of Correspondence from Brisbane Branch, 1882-1890.

This rough inventory will make arrangement much easier, and on
it the important detailed final inventory can be based.

“Description: The Final Inventory.— In the inventorying of records after
their arrangement has been decided on, great care should be taken in ensur-
ing accuracy. Itis necessary to be specific and, at the same time, concise.
The inventory should be more than a list—it should be a guide to the
firm’s records, precisely detailed, easy to consult, and understandavle at
a glance.

“The inventory should supply the following information about gach
record — :

1. Quantity (whether a single item or a number or series of items).

2. Physical description (book, bundle or correspondence, agree-

ment, etc.).

3. Content or subject, with parties concerned.

4. Any unusual or important feature.!

5. Date.”

Care should be taken to find out the exact contents of records.
Quite often books were used from the back for some purpose different
from that specified on their labels or for which they were begun. Minute
books labelled as such may have been used as minute books only in
part, and from the back as letter books or account books. Often a

! “Unusual or important feature”—This is necessarily difficult to define,
but it comprises any material vitally important to the origin or development
of the company and its activities, and any material of national or general historic
or economic interest.
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record of this kind may contain transactions of more than one concern-—
a previous business or subsidiary organization. If such cases occur,
the dual nature of the books should be indicated in the inventory.

Similarly, bundles or boxes of corresponélence should be checked
through carefully to find if they contain other material. Important
legal documents, drafts and memoranda are sometimes found among
such material. Where this occurs, the presence of such items should
be noted in the inventory. They should rot be removed from the
material they are found with, as the contents may not be understand-
able if removed from their context. The inventory entry for such an
item would be : '

Bundle of 38 letters from agents in Victoria, relating to grain pur-
chases, 1880-1890, with six reports on quality of grain, 1888
and iwo draft agreements for shipments with the Bass Strait
Steamship Company, 1888 and 1889, enclosed.

With correspondence it is seldom feasible, of course, to list each
item separately, as with minute books, ledgers, and important legal
documentis. Important I2tters should, however, be noted in the inven-
tory. Correspondence is usually found grouped in some way, often
chronologically, and sometimes according to the subject or sender.
Such arrangement should always be left intact, though disordered
masses of correspondence should be sorted and given some logical arran-
gement,

Letter books containing “flimsy” copies of outgoing correspon-
dence are often very difficult to date because only the last figure or
two of the date year may be shown, Some research in the minute books
or ledgers can usually give the exact date of such books. Occasionally
Tough minute books or letter books are found. These are not mere
duplicates, and should not be discarded because fair copies exist.
Rough minute and letter books often contain much interesting and
revealing material which is absent in the fair versions, and they should
always be listed in full and specific detail. .

If a fuller system of inventory is required, a card index of subjects—
places and names—with reference numbers corresponding to the arran-
gement and inventory numbers will make a collection of records even
more valuable for consultation. The ideal, of course, is to have the
whole body of records fully indexed in this way—a large task in days when
staff is scarce—yet the efficient records officer or archivist will attempt
it, for its benefits are manifest.

" A simple but specific inventory of the kind outlined above at least
enables the firm to know what records exist, how they are arranged,
and what kind of information they contain, and this detailed knowledge



22 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES
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rs has been the storage of records in base-
ments or cellars. In  the Australian eastern coastal belt, with its

heavy rainfall, this policy has often led to disaster because basements
have rapidly become flooded owing to inadequate drainage, and the
surveys of the Business Archives Council have revealed that several
very important deposits of records have been destroyed in this way in

the city of Sydney within living memory. Basements should be avoid-~
ed and, wherever possible, records should be stored well above ground
level,

Humidit

y is one of the chief problems facing the keeper of recordg
in the Australian eastern coastal belt. In times of rain and higher tem-
peratures, a high degree of humidity can quickly set up fungus growths
among books and papers. This can be avoided by careful and regular
airing of books and papers.  Damp is the chief enemy of records in
this part of Australia and the high degree of humidity,” combined
with the sulphuric content of the air found where great numbers of in.
ternal combustion engines are in use, can be most deleterious. Airing
is all very well, but it requires time, patience and careful handling of
material. By far the best solution of the problem is the installation of
de-humidifying machinery. De-humidifiers are not expensive., A
very effective model until recently in use in the University of Sydney
was constructed by using an old refrigerator motor. Modern apparatus
of this kind is surprisingly inexpensive and can be very easily installed.
As far as loose papers are concerned, the best plan is to box them in
strongly made archives boxes, preferably with flap-over lids so as to
obviate dust. Loose papers quickly attract damp and dust and are
difficult to handle, even when arranged in tight bundles, Boxing can
make them safer, cleaner and easier to store and consult, . In this
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businessman to take an interest in the old books and papers which he
knows, often vaguely, are stored away in his offices and premises. Fortu-
nately, in Australia, the last decade has seen many firms reaching their
centenary, with the result that some have decided to produce company
histories to mark the occasion. This has sometimes led to professional
historians being brought in to prepare the history of the firm, and a great
deal of valuable material has been brought to light in this way. Gradu-
aily, businessmen have come to see that what they have long regarded
as useless cld records have historical importance and are even of
genuine public interest.

, Fortunately, too, there is always a minority of business leaders who
have a real interest in the past for its own sake, or a pride in the tradi-
tions of the firms which they and their ancestors have helped to build
up over the years. In those countries where most has been done to pre-
serve this part of the national archival heritage, cooperation between
businessmen on one side, and archivists and historians on the other has
been the key factor in ensuring progress. Businessmen, and businessmen
alone, can provide the contacts that are so necessary if free access to
records is to be obtained from their owners, and it is only through such
access that careful surveys can be made. This is the great merit of such
bodies as the Business Archives Councils in England, Scotland and Aus-
tralia. When the time comes for large-scale systematic surveys of business
records in India, experience in these countries would seem to indicate that
the formation of a body along the lines of a Business Archives Council,
with businessmen and industrialists among its members, would be a2 most
valuable preliminary. The records of the older Indian mercantile houses
alone must include extremely valuable material, and as the publication
of part of the papers of Robert Campbell, the first Sydney merchant,
has recently shown?, a great deal of light may be thrown on the whole
pattern of trade in “Austral-Asia” in the early nincteenth century by a few
significant documents.

Contact with business firms, as well as contact at a high level, with
the heads of the firms concerned, is almost invariably the necessary pre-
requisite to effective surveys, and to persuading the firms to seek out,
organize and preserve their records. Experience has proved repeatedly
that attempts to survey records or to compile information about them by
sending out circulars, is fruitless. Here, as in all other types of research,
there is no substitute for field-work carried out on the spot with the help
and full cooperation of those in authority.

2§ee C. E.T. Newman, The Spirit of Wharf House, Sydney, 1962,

THE LIBRARY OF THE ROYAL COMMONWEAL T};
SOCIETY AND ITS INDIAN MATERIAL

D. H. Simpson

THE Royal Commonwealth Society was founded as the Colonial

Society in 1868, and throughout the changes which have been
reflected in the alteration of its name to Royal Colonial Institute, to Royal
Empire Society, and in 1957 to its present title, it has had as a major aim
the provision of info:mation on the Commonwealth and iis members.,
It is a private learned society, committed to no political party or propa-
ganda purpose.

The basis of its work as a learned society has, since its early days,
been the Library, now a collection numbering some 350,000 items and
a recognized centre for information and research on Commonwealth
topics. Its scope includes all countries of the Commonwealth, past and
present, as well as some other territories of related interest. The aim
has been to provide at least a representative collection on such topics as
art, literature, music, natural history, and education as well as on the more
obvious historical, geographical and political subjects.

The printed material on India is extensive, and contains some 5,000
bound books; hundreds of pamphlets, including two substantial special
collections, 31 volumes from the Griental Club and 22 volumes gathered
by J. B. and Eardley Norton; and a large number of official publications
issued in the United Kingdom and India, including the Indian Deba-
tes, which are still currently received. Files of nearly 150 relevant periodi-
cals, current and non-current, are held, and separate articles exiensively
catalogued. Printed archival publications include the Records of Fort
St. George (297 volumes), the.Nagpur Residency Records, the Indian
Records Series, the Bombay Records Series, Poona Residency Corres-
pondence, the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings,
the published records of the East India Company, and Bengal District
Records.

A notable special collection is that given by H. M. Queen Mary in
1950, consisting of copies of books on India and numerous albums com-
piled or presented on her two visits to India in 1905-06 and 1911-12,
These albums. contain some magnificent photographs of scenery and
architecture; and fourteen original paintings of Indian female costumes
by M. F. Pithawala are included in an illuminated address presented in
Bombay in 1905. The coljection is historically interesting as an unique
record of a now past phase in Anglo-Indian refations.

The Library’s Subject Catalogue was published from 1930 to 1937
and Volume IV, still in print, has 380 pages devoted to material on India’
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and much has of course been added since. The Biography Catalogue
(1961) has entries for nearly 1,000 individuals connected with India, and
over 100 relevant works of collective biography.

The Society’s archives, in the strict sense, do not contain a great
deal of significance on India, perhaps‘because the existence of other
learned societies in London more specifically concerned with the subject
has lessened the emphasis on the sub-continent in the Society’s proceed-
ings; but the Library’s manuscript collection has some iteras of Indian
interest, as well as material relating to other parts of Asia. These in-
clude:—

L. Letters of Robert Needham Cusi.—R. N. Cust (1821-1909) joined
the indian Civil Service in 1843 aad served on the North-West frontier,
ai Benares, in Bundelkhand, and particularly in the Punjab, on which
he made a detailed report in 1849-51. He retired in 1867 and spent the
rest of his life in linguistic and philanthropic work. His letters to his
parents and other members of his family cover the years 1828-66, and
are preserved in three volumes consisting of nearly 500 pagess. There is
much purely personal material, but also many comments on India as
he saw it.

2. Journal of a voyage from England to India.—This 42 page ma-
nuscript diary was kept on the Frances Anne between March and August
1830 by Campbell Mackinnon (1806-1871), who served with distinction
in the Irdian Medical Service, Bengal, from 1830 until his retirement in
1862.

3. Journal of a voyage from Britain to India, 1797-1798.—This is the
typescript copy of an original journal kept by Anthony MacTier on board
the Surat Castle bound for Bombay. (32 typed pages).

4. Logbook of the voyage of the Houghton, 1786-1788.—The ship
sailed to the Cape of Good Hope, thence to Madras, which she reached
in June 1787; the voyage continued to Penang, China, and home via St.
Helena.

5. Memorandum book of Nathaniel Smith.—Smith entered the Ben-
gal Civil Service in 1814 and retired in 1842 as Collector of Rangpur.
This substantial folio volume contains manuscript extracts in various
hands from local records, notes of cases, copies of letters, drafts, etc.,
chiefly belonging to the period 1829-41, and relating to administrative
and financial matters.

6. Reminiscences of missionary work by Worthington Jukes.—The
Rev. Worthington Jukes (1849-1937) was a missionary in Amritsar from
1872 to 1873 and in Peshawar from 1873 to 1890, and his own typed
copy of his (apparently unpublished) memoirs has many photographs and
oother items inserted. It was written in 1925 and covers 161 pages.
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Three original panoramic illustrations are also of some interest :—

1. The Sea prospect of Fort St. George.—This is 12} inches by 5
feet. It is undated, but probably belongs to the mid-18th century.

2. Panorama of Bombay, c. 1840.—This was painted by Thomas
Wingate from the top of Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy’s house. It is 14 inches by
18 feet.

3. Panorama of Simla and surrounding area.—This is 21 inches by
12 feet 6 inches and probably belonging to the efirly 20th century.

The Library has a collection of photographs, and some of those of
India date back to the 1860s. Later material includes scenes during the
construction of the Northern Bengal State Railway, and the origin4l
photographs used in Montague Massey’s Recollections of Calcutta,
1918. The late Sir Arthur Knapp presented his own collection of photo-
graphs of all known portraits of Warren Hastings.

Other facets of the Library’s work are talks on special aspects of
its stock, and regular exhibitions. In 1961 the Library was used for an
exhibition celebrating the centenary of the birth of Rabindranath Tagore,
organized by the Society in cooperation with the Royal Society of Axts,
the Royal India, Pakistan and Ceylon Society and the East India Asso-
ciation. In April 1964 it was used for a Shakespeare quater-centenary
exhibition, “Shakespeare and the Commonwealth”, which had a special
section of translations, including a number from India.

The Library is available to all serious students of the subjects within
its scope on application to the Librarian, and the presence of research
workers from all over the Commonwealth is a valued sign that the So-
ciety is still carrying out the declared aim of its Charter “io promote the

increase and spread of knowledge respecting the peoples and countries
of the Commonwealth.”
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man just out from Scotland, who later became one of the most capable
officers of the Trigonometrical Survey.

The most promising of the local recruits was Radhanath Sickdhar,
appointed on 20 December 1831, aged 18, whom Everest later declared
to have been “the ablest pupil that the Hindoo College has yet produced”.
He was son of Tituram Sikdar, Brahman, of Sikdarpara, Jorasanko,
District Hooghly, which lies on the right bank of the river. He was
educated in Calcutta, first at the school of Feringhee Kamal Bose at
48, Chitpur Road, and from 1824 at the Hindu College which was then
under Anglo-Indian management. He learnt English under Henry
Louis de Rozario and Dr. Millis, and mathematics under Dr. John
Tytler.

He joined the Survey in time to have assisted, or at any rate looked
on, at the measurement of the base-line between the two great towers.
on the Barrackpore Road, that was commenced on 8 December 1831
and completed six weeks later. '

During the rains of 1832 the young probationers were trained in
computations and outdoor survey by De Penning and Olliver, and at
the end of his six months probation Everest had Radhanath especially
appointed Sub-Assistant Surveyor on Rs. 117 a month, and sent him
out on field service with the two young Engineer officers, Andrew
Waugh and Thomas Renny. They left Calcutta on 15 October and march~
ed up the Grand Trunk Road till they turned south through Chunar
and visited the far-famed Amarkantak, keeping a survey of their route.
They then travelled via Jubbulpore to join Rossenrode early in April
some eighty miles south of Gwalior, having travelled about a thousand
miles in nearly six months. Radhanath had a good introduction to a
surveyor’s life on the march, and gained some knowledge of survey by
perambulator and theodolite.

Rossenrode ~ was selecting stations and laying out the principal
triangles for the Great Arc from the neighbourhood of Sironj where
Everest had left it in 1825, and by September had brought the line just
short of the northern boundary of Gwalior where they were all stopped
by heavy rain. Everest had not at that time laid down any rules as to
closing field work for a regular recess season. Rossenrode was a master
of the principles and art of laying out a series of triangles, and the two
young officers had not to go and do likewise on independent work
of their own. Radhanath was learning all the time.

Waugh Renny then spent several weeks at Agra organizing
their parties for the work of the coming season, but they agreed that
Radhanath was too inexperienced to be of much service to officers
who were themselves beginners. They reported that they had found
3—3 Dir. of Arch./64



RADHANATH SICKDHAR' AND THE GREAT
TRIGONOMETRICAL SURVEY—A GLEANING
FROM UNPUBLISHED RECORDS

R. H. PHILLIMORE

N October 1830, after five years absence in England, Captain
George Everest retlirned to India, completely restored to
health, to take up duty as Surveyor General of India in addition to his
old duties with the Great Trigonometrical Survey to which he was still
to give his first attentica.

He was to give priority to the extension of his Great Arc of triangles
from Central India, where he had left it in 1825, to the Himalaya moun-
tains, and to the start of lesser triangles down the Ganges valley towards
Calcutta. For this he had to raise six new field parties, with headquarter
administrative offices and the necessary staff of all grades.

He found four of the assistants, whom he had left in 1825, still
serving. Joseph Olliver, aged 45, and William Rossenrode, 38, had
both served with Lambton, and were to do good work during the com-
ing years on the laying out of stations and triangles of the Great
Arc. Of the two younger men, John Peyton, aged 26, was already a
valuable computer and, by the time Everest left India, had become a
first class triangulator.

An essential part of the Survey would be the headguarter computing
office which Everest plannzd to keep at Calcutta whilst he himself was
away up country, working in the field and recuperating in the hills.
There was a mass of arrsars awaiting such an office left over from
Everest’s early work on the Great Arc, and from Olliver’s trianguia-
tion connecting Central India to the base-line at Calcutta.

A capabl> and experienced head computor was essential, and
Everest was fortunate to obtain the services of Joshua de Penning who
had worked with Lambton from 1800, and had resigned for family
reasons after that great man’s death. De Penning was 47 years old when
he took up duty as Chief Computor in Calcutta in 1831, and was stil]
in charge when he died on 30 March 1345.

Eight Bengali students were recruited locally, drawing Rs. 30 3
month whilst on probation for six months and Rs. 40 thereafter, De
Penning had occasional help from Vincent Rees, of Switzerland, who
had held charge of the Survey Observatory from 1825. During leave
to Europe, 1831-33, Rees’s place was taken by George Logan, a young

1 Spelling taken from his autograph.

Eon ot oot Poclalin

(Radhanath Sickdhar’s portrait bearing his autograph reproduced from the
Historical Records of the Survey of India, Vol. V, by the courtesy of -the Sur-
veyor General of India.)
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him “obedient and sober,....but....whilst he possesses excellent
principles and an active mind,....he is so young and unformed in
character that the constant stimulus of praise and success are required
to secure attention.....He is readily daunted by difficulties.. .. .His
character will gradually form. As to his intelligence, readiness, and
general capacity, he is very intelligent, quick and zealous, and—when
successful or excited by praise—regardless of personal labour and incon-
venience.” '

Radhanath now joined Everest in Mussoorie and took the field
with him in November 1833 to assist in the all-important task of tracing
the line of the Great Arc northwards from Agra, selecting stations
from 20 to 30 miles apart with good view from one to the other. This
was especially difficult across the tree-covered plains approaching
Delhi and northwards of the Jamuna where the atmosphere was thick
with dust and smoke. Scaffoldings were required for observer, instru-
ment, and for the showing of blue lights from one station to another.
Everest was a difficult man to work for: hot and impatient, and unspar-
ing of rebuke. But Radhanath was bright and intelligent and useful in
recording observations and doing whatever was wanted.

He was allowed his turn at one of the microscopes at the measure-
ment of the Dehra Dun base-line during the next cold weather, and took
a more important share at Sironj three years later. During the next
five years he steadily advanced in winning Everest’s confidence, both
in the field work and the computations of the Great Arc.

In March 1835 the Calcutta computers made united petition for
increase of salary. Forty rupees a month was not particularly generous.
Everest could not help and his account of Radhanath’s work would
have been of little comfort to them, for he was now drawing Rs. 140
as 2nd Class Sub-Assistant plus one-third as up-country allowance.
“Your fellow-collegian Radhanath”, he writes, “is high in favour with
everybody, and universally beloved in the Great Trigonometrical Sur-
vey. You will not know him for the same person,. . . .for he is no longer
a puny stripling, but a hardy energetic young man, ready to undergo
any fatigue, and acquire a practical knowledge of all parts of his pro-
fession.. ...There are few of my instruments which he cannot manage,
and none of my computations of which he is not thorough master.”

About the same time he tells Government that Radhanath was
keeping up his mathematical studies and that his outdoor survey
life had made him “hale, active, energetic and enterprising. His know-
ledge of English is fundamental, and his pronunciation free from
vicious accent;....it would require a delicate ear to detect any foreign-
ness. He has the wisdom to distinguish the solid worth of the British
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character from the weeds and lichens which disfigure .it and, carefully
avoiding our vices and absurdities,. has confined l:xlmse’l,f to closely
imitating our regard for truth, integrity, and manly v1rtue‘.

‘ He was frequently noticed for professiogal work- in the field-on
one occasion for running a 30 mile ray-trace with a closing error of only
six seconds, and on another for a rapid pergmbul‘e‘ltor traverse of the
return journey through Bharatpur. He writes: Although my camp
proceeded by regular stages and only halted two days at Alwar :dnd one
at Tijara, the surveying party kept pace... 7throughout the Journeil.
....The discrepancies. . . .are not larger than peram,bulators are usually
liable to, and we have the means of correcting them.” .

Three years later the inevitable h'appened.. Seven of the eight
Calcutta computers, including the senior fir_awmg Rs. IQO as Ht?ad
Computor, resigned in a body without giving any previous n_otlce,
leaving to take up newly established posts as Deputy Collectors in the
Revenue Department. As Everest remarked: ‘fWe cannot expect young
men to work in my office for the fun of the thing at 40 rupees a m.onth
when they can get Rs. 300 elsewhere.”' New recruits were entertained,
only one of the old lot stayed on being promoted to the Rs. 190 post,
and Radhanath’s brother, Srinath Sikdar, the best of new recruits, was
fitted in with salary of Rs. 60. .

But Radhanath himself had caught thf.: infectlon and asked leave
to accept a post as “teacher to a public instltupon”. Everes't was much
distressed and begged Government to grant him a substantial increase
of salary that would keep him in the D.epartme.nt. He could not sp'eafk
too highly of him. “In his mathematical attainments .there are few in
India. ...who can at all compete with him, and. .. .even in Eu.rop.e these
attainments would rank very high. Asa compgtor. he is quite md.cfa-
tigable, and. .. .thoroughly skilful in the application of the various
formulae. . ... These qualifications. .. .woulfi be thrown away upo?l
[the post]....which he now seeks.... .He is clear-headgd, shrewd, an
intelligent, and possesses. . . .activity of bo@y apd mmd.....Comlpu-
tors comparable to Radhanath canno.t be hired in England at abess
'price than a guinea per diem.. .. .Trained up as he has b.een from boy-
hood under my own eye, he would be the‘ chfaapest instrument that
Government could employ in a task of this kmc}. He has l?ecome,
as it were, my right arm in all matte.rs conn'ected W]tl’.l corpputatxon and
registry of data, and the loss of his services at this crmc'al moment
would be one of the most severe privations that could be inflicted on

39 .
me. i i incre-
Government accepted the recommendation and sanctioned an

' ment of Rs. 100 a month which brought Radhanath’s salary up to Rs. 273
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as st Class Sub-Assistant, with up-country allowance extra. At the same
time they issued a stiff rebuke to the practice of one department trying
to tempt away. members of another.

Living as he was amongst British surveyors away from kith and kins
it was not long before Radhanath . discarded the strict rules of his early
upbringing and gradually became thoroughly European in outlook.“When
I started for the Himalayas”, he writes, “I took with me a Brahman cook
who died three years after. Up to this time I was a rigid Hindu, but after
15 days being my own cook I began to take English food. Colonel
Everest was at first dissatisfied, but afterwards admitted me to his own
table.” Waugh notes in later years that he had become * in reality
thoroughly Europeanized, being of opinion that he could never succeed
as a sub-assistant unless he surrendered his caste and prejudices”.

In July 1840 Radhanath went down to Meerut to meet his father
who was on pilgrimage to Badrinath, and took with him an invitation
from Everest to break the journey and pay a visit to the Park in Mus-
soorie: “ Perhaps you will yet be induced to come..... The holy
Badrinath. . . .is visible from my house in the hills together with the whole
range of the mighty Himalaya.” The visit, however, could not be
made.

By 1843 Everest’s great task was completed; he had brought his
triangles to the mountains and had spent the last two years toiling at com-
putations, and had achieved results that were to stand the challenge of
geodesists the world over. His computers still had several weeks work
to get the great volumes ready for the master’s signature, but his resigna-
tion had been submitted and his passage booked. Work was closed down
at the Park, the mountain home of eleven summers, on Saturday, 16
September. The office moved to Dehra Dun during the week-end, and

then on to the fleet of boats at Garhmuktesar. Computations were kept:

going all day throughout the six weeks journey and every evening
Radhanath and his men tied up for the night. “After the hour of 5 p.m.
...... the Surveyor General......will be the foremost to draw ashore
and select the landing place for the evening....The office and guard
boats. .. .are always to keep as near the Surveyor General’s boats as cir-
cumstances will admit.”

The work was successfully finished after reaching Calcutta, and the
volumes signed and sent off to the India House before the great man
sailed on 16 December.

Radhanath was now to work for a new Surveyor General, Andrew

Waugh. In October 1844 he moved up with the field office to Allahabad,

another boat journey, this time nearly seven weeks against the current. .

He was in charge of a small computing section that included his brother
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An autograph letter of Radhanath Sickdhar
(from the Survey of India Correspondence, D. Dn., Vol. 562, p. 119)
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A specimen of computation by Radhanath Sickdhar
(from the Survey of India Correspondence, D. Dn, » Vol. 562, p. 474)
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Srinath and three juniors. De Penning who stayed on at Calcutta with
Vincent Rees, was now a sick man and “as deaf as an adder”, and on
his death on 30 March 1845 Radhanath succeeded as Chief Computer
but held on up-country. ’

In December 1846 the Surveyor General went on tour to inspect the
site for the Sonakhoda base-line, and spent most of the next year in
Darjeeling, and took observations to the snow peaks before taking charge
of the base-line measurement. He took his Registrar, George Webb, with
him, and left Radhanath in charge of the whole field office which had
already been moved down river to Digha Ghat, about five miles from
Dinapore.

. In July 1847 Radhanath took a month’s leave to Calcutta, where he
started the computers on a second check of the Great Arc computations.
After his return he was extremely hurt by orders to hand over charge
to the Registrar who was being sent down from Darjeeling on purpose
to conduct the field office from Digha Ghat to Dehra Dun. He was
rather hasty to send in his resignation on this account, but withdrew it
on Waugh’s strong remonstrance. In the meantime he and his small
section travelled up with Webb, leaving Digha on 8 December to halt

a week at Allahabad and reach Garhmuktesar on 25 March. They then

marched by road to reach Dehra Dun on 9 April and settle into the old
daftarkhana of Everest’s days on the Old Survey Road.

Waugh himself reached Dehra Dun on 3 May, having taken three
months on the march up from Purnea after measurement of the base-
line. These lengthy journeys by road or river were a feature of the survey
operations of those days. Metalled roads, motor cars, and railways
were then unknown. The earliest railway open to traffic was the section
Howrah to Raniganj in 1855.

At the end of 1848 the Surveyor General decided to concentrate
the computing office at Calcutta under Radhanath, who would thus
exercise his full and proper responsibilities as Chief Computer. The
four computers down there had been making duplicate copies of 15 and
20 year old computations, and comparing yet again the angle books
of the Great Arc work of 1835 to 1841, besides assisting Rees in the
QObservatory. One of them had resigned in February and the section
was thrown out of balance and, wrote the Surveyor General, *“‘the labours
of those in Calcutta had declined in consequence of the want of adequate
supervision...... A concentration of the entire computing office is ur-
gently necessary.”

Radhanath and his section then made yet another river journey,
their fifth in the six years. They left Dechra Dun at the end of January
1849, took boat on the Ganges on 12 February, and reached Calcutta
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on 2 May. The journey was delayed by contrary winds; ‘daily progress
was always very small. On many occasions...... the boats, even with
the aid of goons, or tracking ropes, could not make head against
them...... We left the channel of the Ganges and entered that of the
Bhagirathi on the 13th April....The whole voyage down the Bhagirathi
was performaed with the aid of the goons.”

The Surveyor General commended Radhanath to his Deputy,
Henry Thuillier, who"was in charge of all survey offices at Calcutta:
“Every opportunity should be afforded him for the efficient performance
of his work, and as he will now for the first time have the whole of his

- office under his personal control, the entire responsibility of details will
devolve upon him....It will be necessary for me to maintain a direct
correspondence with the Chief Computer.” Thuillier allotted thém
the three rooms that De Penning had been allowed, and ‘“found in
Baboo Radhanath Sickdhar a...... willingness to accommodate which
is most pleasing.” Towards the end of the year the offices were all
moved to 35/37, Park Street, the great corner house where Blacker had
established the Observatory in 1825, and here Radhanath made his
living quarters for several years, living on his work.

The work of the computing office.now covered final values for the
Great Arc and for each one of the several chains of triangles completed
between Delhi and Calcutta, with preparation of two manuscript
copies of each, one for the Surveyor General’s field office, and one for
India House in London. An exception was made for the great North-
East longitudinal chain between Dehra Dun and Sonakhoda base-lines
that was not completed till 1851. This was the work of no fewer than six
surveyors and included the observations to the snow peaks. The compu-
tations of this series were entrusted to a small section of surveyors work-
ing at Dehra Dun under Waugh’s own eye, and never came under
Radhanath’s direction.

The Calcutta computers, writes Radhanath, went right through all
the details of computation sent in by each field surveyor “and arranged
and digested the results; also, when required, verified these results by
independent processes. ... .. Laborious calculations. ..... and continued
watchfulness to guard against errors. . . .were both very great.” As Chief
‘Computer his own particular task was the preparation of a set of Tables
to be used on departmental computations, introducing all recent changes,
including many of his own suggestion. These Tables were completed and
printed by 1851, and five years later it was recorded that ‘“‘although the
Tables have been in constant use for the last four or five years not a single
‘mistake has been discovered, either in the computation or the printing.”
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Another great service was the assistance he gave in the preparation
of the departmental Manual of Surveying of which the first edition was
published in 1851. It was compiled by Henry Thuillier and Ralph Smyth,
both revenue surveyors, and Thuillier paid special tribute to Radhanath’s
“intimate acquaintance and knowledge of scientific subjects generally. . . .
Chapters 15 and 17 to 21 inclusive, and 26 of part III, and the whole of
part V, are entirely his own. It would be difficult for‘the compilers to
express with sufficient force the obligation they thus feel, not only for
the portion which they thus publicly acknowledge, but for the advice

so generously afforded on all subjects connected with his own depart-
ment.”

A second edition followed in 1856, and a third with considerable
additions was issued in 1875. Some comment was passed at the omission

- from this last of all reference to Radhanath.

In 1853 he was elected Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society’

Though the computations of the snow peaks, including Mount
Everest, were carried out under Hennessey at Dehra Dun, the Sur-
veyor General made constant reference to the Chief Computer regarding
Special formulae and adjustments that had to be allowed when computing
out these observations to provide for such great distances and the im-
Possibility of reverse observations.

On his transfer to Calcutta in 1849 Radhanath lost the up-country
increment on his salary of Chief Computer, Rs. 400, and in 1852 Waugh
strongly supported his petition for a special rise, in which he pointed
out his work on the new Tables and his special studies of the most
modern mathematical works, “both in English and French,...... in=-
Cluding Puissant’s work of 1842,...... never sparing time nor expense.”
Waugh stressed the danger of losing his services; he had recently applied
for a magistrate’s office in Calcutta. He mentioned his work for the
Manual, and ““the remarkable purity of his style of writing and severe
accuracy of his language. He is without doubt the most scientific native
India has produced.”

Government considered his salary of Rs. 400 sufficient, but they
consented a few months later to his drawing an extra Rs. 200 p.m. on

taking over charge of the Observatory on the retirement of Vincent
Rees. '

By 1885 the outpui of the field parties had increased to such an ex-
tent that the computing office could no longer keep pace, and the Surve-
yor General made proposals for an increased scale of pay as well as
of establishment. Government strongly objected to the principle of
increasing pay with length of service only, and eventually sanctioned



36 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

the lower of the two scales put forward, and even then made a reduction
on that.

The Survey Observatory had been started in 1825 to furnish a point
of reference for surveys, to give astronomical time for navigators, and to
maintain meteorological records. From 1835 daily time signals had been
passed to a semaphore at Fort William that was visible to shipping on the
river. In 1852 a call came for meteorological observations from one end
of India to another, and this led to an increase in the establishment of
observers and computers for that purpose at the Observatory, and a
considerable increase in the responsibilities of the Chief Computer who
had just taken over charge.

In 1858 on the initiative of Thuillier as Deputy Surveyor General,
signals by electric telegraph were introduced, but it was quite two years
before the new technique was mastered. Unfortunately Radhanath
resented what he considered Thuillier’s interference with his professional
control during this difficult period, and he was led into unfortunate dis-
putes until the Surveyor General’s intervention brought his full apology
and acknowledgment of the Deputy Surveyor General’s rightful autho-
rity.

In thanking Waugh for the rise of salary that came with charge of
the Observatory he writes of being out of health, but of thoughts of a
visit to England, though he had heard that the cost of living and travel-
ling there would be very heavy. He expressed an interest in Calcutta
business, discussing the money market and the export of silver. “In
consequence of the high price of money I have not been able to realise
much profit from my transactions with the Bara Bazar property.”

From 1858 he was living near Chandernagore, travelling to and
from office by train, a “commuter”. After Waugh’s retirement in 1861
and the permanent establishment of a Superintendent of Trigonometrical
Survey at Dehra Dun, Radhanath took the opportunity to resign, and the
computing office was shifted to Dehra Dun. Though only 48 years of age
he writes that *“‘after almost thirty years service I begin to feel my health
and strength on the decline.” He obtained a medical certificate and re-
tired on pension from 16 March 1862. He then bought a garden-house
at Gondalpara where he died on 17 May 1870.

His brother Srinath had already resigned before 1861 because of
“incipient cataract of both eyes.” All the other Bengali computers re-

signed at the same time, except one who was transferred to Dehra Dun
as Chief Computer.

Radhanath never married. Satyen Mukherji, a great-grandson of his
brother Srinath, was admitted attorney of the Calcutta High Court, in
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1917. The portrait of Radhanath now with the Survey of India was taken
from an oil painting that had been with the family and might have been
painted by John Peyton. He had written a story of his own life that was
with the family as late as 1935.2 '

2 Barlier biographical notes have appeared in Prabasi, August-September,
1932; The Modern Review, April and September, 1933; and Desh, November 1936-—
all Calcutta journals. See also Historical Records of the Survey of India, Vol. IV,

pp. 461-62, and Vol. V, pp. 521-22, and passages scattered through both volumes.



MODERN CARTOGRAPHY IN INDIA
S. P. CHATTERIEE

CARTOGRAPHY is generally defined as the compilation of essentially
new maps from previously existingdata, and the processing of
map manuscripts into finished drawings or plates for reproduction.
The term cartography is also applied in its broader sense to all processes
of map-making, and as such it takes a position between two basic
sciences, Geography and Geodesy. We owe to German cartographers
for recording the literature on cartography in the Bibliotheca Cartogra-
pkica under the joint auspices of the Arbeitskries (Cooperative Society for
the recording of Cartographic Literature), Bundesanstalt fiir Landeskunde
(Federal Institute for Geography at Bad Godesberg) and Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Kartographie (German Society for Cartography).

History of cartography in India.—The history of modern cartography
in India can be traced to the early decades of the 18th century. In those
days maps were compiled from the route surveys with the army and the
political missions, and were confined to the maps prepared for the East
India Company for the area under its occupation. The maps were in
black and white with no pretence at accuracy or graticule control and
were more diagramatic than outcome of good cartography. As political
conditions developed into the Company’s acquiring more and more terri-
tories, the necessity of good maps was felt more and more. On Major
James Rennel’s enthusiasm and ability to prepare a map of Bengal, he
was appointed the first Surveyor General in 1767. The surveyors in those
days worked without adequate instruments and guidance. The instru-
ments used for length, bearing and latitude were crude form of chains,
perambulators, sextants, compasses, theodolites and chronometers.
The methods were simple.

There were at first three headquarters of Survey of India, located in
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, but were later on amalgamated under
one Surveyor General of India. The Great Trigonometrical Survey
was started in the beginning of the 19th century in Madras. In
1833, Sir George Everest became its Superintendent and later the
Surveyor General of India retaining the superintendence of the Great
Trigonometrical Survey. His most memorable work was in laying
down the lines for completing the great meridonial. During the period
principal triangulation was conducted and compl:tc! n 1382 and
formed the base, and all the process of survey and map-making was
tied to it, thus giving a coordinated picture of maps. More attention was
now given to map-making and cartography. Up to 1830, originals were
sent to England for engraving and supplying copies of the maps. But
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now for the first time engraving was taken on in India. The period also
marks the era of lithographic printing of maps. This gave a lot of im-
petus to map-reproduction and led to a marked improvement in the pro-
duction of maps. In 1878, the three branches of Survey Department—
the Great Trigonometrical, Topographical, and the Revenue—were
amalgamated. The Revenue Survey was placed under a Deputy Surveyor
General. Before 1905 there was no coordinated plan of the operations,

~ the nature of surveys and the style of mapé. As a result of the recom-

mendation of the Indian Survey Committee of 1904-05, the whole system
of survey, map-drawing and map-reproduction was organized. A fresh
topographical survey was taken up in 1905 and that has not yet been
completed.

The Survey of India remained the only governmental cartographic
organization in the country until the National Atlas Organization was
set up as a full-fledged cartographic department by the Government of
India in August 1956. The National Atlas Organization could enlist the
support of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru from its very inception, and in May -
1953 he referred the proposal of the present writer for bringing out a
National Atlas of India to the Planning Commission and to the then
Ministry of Natural Resources and Scientific Research. In 1954, the
Planning Commission agreed, in principle, to an investigation being
carried out for the formulation of a scheme for the preparation of the
Atlas. An Advisory Board was set up by the Government of India in
March 1954, which was attached to the said Ministry. In July 1955, the
Advisory Board was reconstituted under the chairmanship of the Minister
of Natural Resources and Scientific Research, and an Executive Commit-
tee for the National Atlas was set up which was also attached to the same
Ministry. The Advisory Board was further expanded two months later
to represent all interests, including all the State Governments, most of’
the Central Ministries and geographical and other learned societies.
At the same time the Executive Committee was also reconstituted with
nine members for dealing with all matters pertaining to the preparation
and printing of maps for the Atlas. A detailed scheme for preparing the
National Atlas was discussed in several meetings of the Executive Com-
mittee and finally adopted and placed, at the end of 1955, before the Plan-
ning Commission for approval. This scheme was duly approved and
included in the Second Five-Year Plan. In August 1956, the Government
of India appointed the present writer as Director of the National Atlas
and sanctioned 55 new posts for the purpose. Thus came into being the
National Atlas Organization which has now over 150 full time cartogra-
phers and technical and administrative personnel on its staff. '
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Institutions and organizations of cartography and their activities.—
Mention has already been made of the two organizations of cartography
in the public sector, the Survey of India and the National Atlas Organiza-
tion. Some details regarding these two organizations are given below.

The Survey of India.—The Survey of India is responsible for geodetic
and topographical surveys and for preparation of up-to-date maps
covering the whole country on standard scales. These maps are required
for economic planning as wetl as for defence needs. There are heavy de-
mands for large scale surveys and maps needed for preliminary planning
and investigations connected with the development of natural resources,
e.g., multi-purpose irrigation and hydro-electric projects, flood control
measures, and industrial development schemes such as steel plants and
oil refinery projects.

For functioning regularly and efficiently the Survey of India is or-
ganized into four Topographical Directorates, one Map Publication Di-
rectorate, two Training Directorates, and a Geodetic Branch under a
Deputy Director. The Surveyor General assisted by a Deputy Surveyor
" General of the status of a Director has the overall control of the entire
-organization. The Topographical Directorates have 24 field topo-parties,
6 drawing offices and 3 reproduction units under their control.

The Geodetic Branch deals with the geodetic and geophysical acti-
vities of the Department. These comprise levelling of high precision,
secondary levelling of gravimetric and magnetic surveys, tidal observation
of ports, geodetic triangulation, high precision traverses and observation
of astronomical Jatitudes, longitudes, azimuth of high degree and preci-
sion. All accurate survey works in India depend on the geodetic frame-
work. The whole of India is covered by principal triangulation and level-
ling of high precision. The parties under the Topographical Directorates
<arry out secondary and tertiary triangulation and levelling and subsidiary
theodolite traversing as necessary and close on to the geodetic frame-
work with closer stations to provide adequate data for geographical
position and elevation of points for the detailed topographical surveys
mainly at scale of 1 inch to one mile. The topographical parties carry
out the surveys on a definite programme during winter months and draw
the originals from field surveys and submit them to the respective direc-
tors for publication. The Director, Map Publication is responsible for

publishing geographical maps compiled from topo-surveys and other

sources. He is assisted by a Drawing Officer and exercises control over the
printing policy of all the other Directorates.

Maps prepared from modern survey on scale 17, 1" or 1” to one mile
cover 1,160,019 sq. miles of the Indian territory. The break-up of
101,372 sq. miles not covered by the survey so far is given below :
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South of Latitude—20’ :
8,105 sq. miles in Madhya Pradesh.
1,418 sq. miles in Maharashtra.
1,430 sq. miles in Goa.
North of Latitude—20’ : -
51,092 sq. miles in Gujarat. .
1,675 sq. miles in Jammu & Kashmir.
13,693 sq. miles in Rajasthan.
2,790 sq. miles in Maharashtra.
9,180 sq. miles in former Vindhya Pradesh (now Madhya Pra-
desh).
10,672 sq. miles in Madhya Pradesh.
1,327 sq. miles in Assam.

The survey has been plotted on different graticules suitable for
particular areas. The projections used are as follows :
1. Polyconic Projection on Everest Spheroid—1/10,000 to 1/1M.
2. International Projection for 1/M Carte International Series on
International Spheroid.
3. Lambert’s Conical Orthomorphic Projection for 1/2M on Everest
Spheroid.

All departmental maps with the exception of a few on small scales
are printed lithographically from grained zinc plates which, in this country,
have entirely superseded the lithographic stones from which this method
of printing derived its name. The map-reproduction work is done in (i)
Negative Section—consisting of photography or camera unit, retouching
unit and plate-making unit; and (ii) Printing Section—consisting of pro-
ving unit and printing unit.

The originals for reproduction are prepared from drawing and typing
by hand, prints on art paper for composite map or pull on chromo-
paper from engraved copper plate, and passed on to the Negative Section
for photography.  Wet plate "photography is used for photographing
all but the shade and the very small originals. In the wet plate
photography the plate used is coated and sensitised immediately before
use and developed immediately after exposure and before it has had
time to dry. The developed negative is then passed on for duplicating
into as many negatives as there are colours for printing by the powder
process. The duplicate negatives are then passed on to the retouching.
unit. The negatives are retouched here for rectifying blemishes and
separation of colours by blocking out all work on a negative which Is
not to be printed in a particular colour.  This process involves a consi«
derable time and is really bottleneck of printing. The blocked out
negatives are then passed on to the plate-making unit.



42 ' THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

Plates are prepared from these negatives by the albumen process.
A grained zinc plate is coated with a solution containing ammonium
bicarbonate and egg albumen and, when dry, is placed in a pneumatic
printing frame in contact “with photographic negative to be printed
down, and is then exposed to sunlight or -artificial light from arc lamp.
After exposure the plate is removed from the printing frame and
its coated surface is rolled up with a mixture of black ink, turpentine
and benzol which dries rapidly. The plate is then developed by washing
it in clear water. The plate when dry is ready for the printing machine.

The printing processes are of two kinds—direct and offset. The
former receives the impression direct from the zinc plate whereas in the
latter the impression is transferred from the zinc plate to a rubber
blanket and from the blanket to the paper. Presses are further divided
into rotary and flat bed machines. Offset rotary machines are more
modern than direct flat bed ones and are capable of higher speeds. Their
introduction into the Map Publication Directorate was delayed
till it was proved by experiments that there would be no effect on the
rubber blanket in tropical climate. It was found that rotary offset
has no advantage over flat bed for short run. The printing zinc plates
when received from the Negative Section are proved in the proving
machines for registration and supply of colour proofs for examination,
and after the proofs are approved finally, the plates are passed on for
printing. The officer-in-charge decides whether to print on the flat
bed or rotary according to the run. In addition to the normal process
of photo-lithography certain auxiliary processes are required in the pro-
duction of finished maps. These are letter press printing or copper plate
engraving for foot-notes, etc.

Besides the above normal processes of photography, Vandyke
process and Deepetch process are used for special maps. The former
requires the original to be drawn on transparent paper and reproduced
preferably in one colour only in the same scale. The latter is rapidly
increasing in popularity abroad, and in’ our country it was first success-
fully worked in the Photo-litho Office at Calcutta in 1935.

The techniques of printing maps have not developed to the same ex-
tent in India as in other advanced countries. But even then the results
are extremely good. The printing activities have considerably increased
during the past ten years. Besides departmental and extra-departmental
maps for which surveys were carried out, a very large volume of printing
was undertaken for the National Atlas maps, railway maps, geologi-
cal maps of Asia and a number of mulii-coloured maps during the last
decade.

The National Atlas Organization.—The National Atlas Organization
is attached to the Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural Affair
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of the Government of India. The new Advisory Board for the National
Atlas and Geographical Place Names was set up by a Government
Notification dated 23 March 1961 with the Deputy Minister as the
Chairman and the Director of National Atlas Organization as the Mem-
ber-Secretary. The Ministries of Defence, External Affairs, Transport
and Communications, Information and Broadcasting, and Home
Affairs are represented on the Board. Besides these Ministries, the
Planning Commission, the Central Statistical Organization, four geo-
graphical societies in India and both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
are represented. The Surveyor General, the Registrar General and the

Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics are also.

its members. The functions of the Board, as laid down, are to advise
the Government of India on all matters concerning the preparation
and publication of the National Atlas of India, standardizing domestic
and foreign geographical names and ensuring uniformity in the spel-
ling of names appearing in all the publications of the Survey of India
and the National Atlas Organization. The National Atlas Organiza.
tion, therefore, gets the full benefit of advice on policy matters received
by this highly representative body with a view to expediting the execu-

_tion of work and solving the bottlenecks cropping up from time to time.

A Coordinating Committee has also been set up by the Government
of India with the Ministry’s Joint Secretary as its Chairman, the Director

-of National Atlas Organization as its Member-Secretary, and the Sur-

veyor General, Director of Historical Division, Ministry of External
Affairs, and Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Defence as its members.
The functions of the Committee are to coordinate the action on the part
of the various agencies involved with a view to expediting the prepara-
tion and printing of maps and the standardization of geographical names
in accordance with the general policy recommended by the Advisory
Board.

The National Atlas Organization has been functioning through
its two offices at Calcutta and Dehra Dun, and has on its staff 126

“technical personnel and 38 non-technical hands. In addition, a large

number of students, drawn at present from the universities of Calcutta,
Aligarh and Benares, are employed during vacations to cope with the
increased volume of work. The Calcutta office of the Organization has

‘two major technical branches, that is, Research Office and Drawing

Office in which cartographical work is conducted under the overall

control of the Director. The Drawing Office is being slowly mechanized,
and Klimsch cartographic camera and photo-lettering machines have
been obtained from Germany. The National Atlas Organization is now
in a position to prepare negatives and plates of at least the smaller scale
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maps of the Atlas. A first step has, therefore, been initiated to make the
Organization independent of the Survey of India in the matter of printing
of maps. ‘

The first outcome of the National Atlas Project is the publication of
the preliminary Hindi edition of the National Atlas in September 1957.
The series of 26 maps on the scale of 1 : 5,000,000 contained in the Atlas
relates to the physical background and socio-economic structure of
the country, and as such it is found useful not only by those who are
concerned with planning, but also by those interested in education
administration, industry, trade and commerce.

Encouraged by the good reception of the first edition of the Na-
tional Atlas in Hindi, the National Atlas Organization undertook, in
October 1957, to prepare a comprehensive National Atlas of India in
English. The issue was not a revision of the earlier edition, but an under-
taking of a new National Atlas project in respect of scale, projection
and coverage. The four objectives as laid down at the time of the pre-
paration of the first edition, still hold good. Firstly, the maps for the
National Atlas are to depict physical conditions and socio-economic
characters of the different regions of India, which would mean high-
lighting each major element of the natural and cultural landscapes
either singly or in combination. Secondly, the Atlas maps must be
so designed as to be of help in delineating the planning of regions on
the basis of which the natural resources of the country could be develop-
ed more efficiently. Thirdly, the contents of the maps are to be so drawn
up as to enable Indian nationals to visualize the regional character
of the Indian landscape in the context of the development schemes
undertaken by the Central and State Governments during the successive
Five-Year Plans. Fourthly, the Atlas, when completed, will enable
scholars outside India to know all about the salient features of the geo-
graphy of this ancient land. Besides these four, a new objective has
been laid down, and that is, to initiate the present generation of geo-
graphy students in the technique of plotting data as a first step to the
preparation of maps, and also to enable them to earn during their vaca-
tions.

Other governmental institutions.—Of the other State Departments,
the Geological Survey and the Meteorological Department deserve
special mention.  The geological map production division of the Geolo-
gical Survey has a well-equipped cartographic office. It has recently
prepared and published the ECAFE Geological Map of South-East
Asia.  Another ECAFE map showing the distribution of minerals
is under preparation. In addition to systematic geologica' mapping
of 43,501 sq. miles on 1 inch to 1 mile scale during the period 1956-61,

MODERN CARTOGRAPHY IN INDIA 45

large scale geological mapping of 5,773 sq. miles was also carried out
by the Geological Survey during the Second Five-Year Plan period.
The Meteorological Department is preparing climatological maps
of India in its drawing office following the specifications of World
Meteorological Congress. Another recent development in cartography
is the institution of map-drawing offices under the Registrar General and
the State Census Superintendents. A large number of maps are in active
preparation based on all-India census taken in' 1961. The Diagnostic
Survey of Damodar Valley, set up by the Ministry of Irrigation and
Power, has just completed an integrated study of the Damodar Valley
and prepared a number of maps in the cartographic sections of the three
units functioning at Calcutta, Patna and Kharagpur. The Calcutta
unit has now been entrusted with the preparation of a Planning Atlas
for the entire valley. The Calcutta Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion has taken aerial photographs of the Calcutta Conurbation and
maps based on these are in the course of preparation. Besides, a number
of land-use maps have been drawn up. The Land Ultilization Board of
West Bengal under the chairmanship of Prof. J. N. Mukherjee has also
set up a cartographical office for the preparation of a land-use map of the
State on the scale of 1 : 500,000.

Non-official scientific institutions.—The Indian Statistical Institute
has also recently started a geography unit for the purpose of preparation
of thematic maps required for planning. Experimental studies in carto-
graphic techniques useful for regional and national planning are in
progress. Evolving a method to work out optimum scales for maps
for planning, and designing cartograms to indicate development
works may be mentioned as the types of work undertaken by the unit.
The National Council of Applied Economic Research has also set up
a cartographic section, and has so far prepared some 500 maps for the
techno-economic surveys of the different States of India. The Econo-
mic Atlas of Madras State, the first atlas prepared by NCAER, con-
tains 55 maps accompanied by notes on sources, methods and contents.
There are 14 sections under which maps are distributed. Of these sec-
tions, the most detailed and original work is done on climate, agri-
culture, man-power, industries, transport and trade. The maps of rain-
fall section show the districtwise variation in rainfall regime, rainfali
efficiency and rainfall variability, and their impact upon crop-yield
and cropping pattern. Agricultural section has 9 maps drawn with the
object of delineating food scarcity and food surplus areas and evaluai-
ing the land according to gross value of output per acre of
cultivated land, per capita output, intensity of cropping, etc. Man-
power section contains 9 maps showing population growth during

4 w3 Dir. of Arch.[64
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1951-62, districtwise variation in occupational structure, distribution
of industrial population, urban concentration of towns according to
size, etc. Industry section contains 10 maps showing employment struc-
ture of large scale and small scale industries, location of industries such
as textiles, agro-based industries, mineral-based industries, forest-based
industries, chemical industries, and prospective industries. An important
contribution of this section is analytical study of the locational ad-
vaniages and disadvantages of existing and prospective industries with
regard to raw materials, power, labour, marketing, stc. Transport and
commerce section contains four maps such as accessibility to rail-
ways and highways, density of goods traffic on railways, inland, rail
and river-borne trade, and sea-borne trade of Madras port. All the
universities of India that have post-graduate geography departments
under their control, have set up cartographical sections for the teaching
of and research in cartography, and they are playing a vital role in the
development of cartography in India.

Thematic maps and regional atlases.—The importance of specialized
distributional maps for understanding regional personality was realized
in India even in the eighties of the last century. The first atlas of India
was published in 1886 by the Department of Revenué and Agriculture,
Government of India, for the Indian and colonial exhibitions. It was
revised in 1895 after a new census was taken. Its object was to give a
general idea, with the aid of maps and diagrams, of the character of the
country, its inhabitants and its resources, and to furnish such leading
statistics as might illustrate its commercial, financial and educational
conditions. Some 24 maps were incorporated mostly on the scale of
1”=162 miles, and the coverage was fairly extensive both in the physi-
cal and the economic fields. The maps and diagrams were printed in the
office of the Surveyor General of India at Calcutta, and the explanatory
chapters were for the most part written by persons having specia]
knowledge of the subjects dealt with. The very fact that unnecessary
details about place names were omitted from these maps shows that
they were not just ordinary types of reference maps.

The next atlas was brought out in 1909 as a companion to the
volumes of the Imperial Gazetteer of India, and it was subsequently
revised in 1931. There are 66 plates of which 29 are of specialized type
drawn on the scale of 1”7 =300 miles, 16 represent chief cities of India
and the environs of Calcutta and Bombay, and the rest are provincial
maps on the scale of 1:4 M. In the specialized map section there are two
maps showing India and the surrounding countries, and India in relation
to the British Empire; one each on relief, geology and vegetation;
12 climatic in 5 plates; 9 on population, race and religion in 6 plates;
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12 on agriculture in 3 plates; one on minerals; 2 political and military;
one on railways; one on railway and inland navigation in 3 sections;
one on archaeology; 4 historical in two plates; 19 provincial maps;
and 2 on Afghanistan and Aden. With the publication of this atlas in
1909, there was considerable slackening in the atlas-making efforts in
India during the next 40 years.

The next period of activity in the sphere of making specialized maps
started in March 1949 with the publication of the present writer’s Ben-
gal in Maps. It was quickly followed by a succession of specialized maps
in atlas form : Statistical Atlas of Madras Province (1949) ; Economic
Atlas of Andhra Desa (1949); India in Maps (1950); Atlas on Livestock
and Livestock Products (1950); Statistical Atlas of Bombay State (1950);
Madhya Bharat in Maps (1951); Statistical Atlas, West Bengal (1953);
and Statistical Atlas of Kutch (1954).

The next period of intense activity was ushered in after a gap of two
years, heralded by the publication of the National Atlas of India
in 1957, edited by the author of this article. The names of atlases con-
taining specialized maps produced in this period are : Power Atlas of
India (1957); Indian Agricultural Atlas (1958); Agricultural Atlas of
Madhya Pradesh (1958); Mysore State in Maps (1938); Statistical Atlas
of Orissa (1959); Statistical Atlas of Rajasthan (1959); Myso_re State—
an Atlas of Resources (1960); and monocrop atlases like Indian Cotton
Atlas (1957); Atlas of Indian Lac (1958); Indian Oilseed Atlas (1958);
Indian Jute Atlas (1959); Coconut Atlas of India (1959); Indian Tobacco
Atlas (1960); and Economic Atlas of Madras State (1962).

Of the thematic maps published by the National Atlas Organization
since 1957, those that deserve special mention are (i) the. physical maps
(i) the population maps, and (iii) the transport and tourism maps.

(i) The physical maps are intended to show the various aspects of

the surface configuration of the country. There are 20 plates of which
14 are on millionth scale and 2 on two millionth scale. These form the

- component sheets covering the whole of India showing relief by hypso-

metric tints, some geomorphological features and phys.iographic regions
in different order of hierarchy such as provinces, sections and sub-sec-
tions.

(ii) The variegated patterns of the distribution of population. in
India have been carefully brought out in the 15 plates of the populathn
fascicule on the scales of 1 to 1 million and 1 tf’ 2 million. The main
purpose of this map is to show, in a most detailed manner, the distri-

bution of population of all individual villages and hamlets, and towns

and cities of India. ~ Another object is to show both rural and urban
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population by proportional symbols in one scale of measurement, thus
rendering them mutually comparable.  And the final aim is to further
classify both rural and urban population into broad livelihood classes,
On this map rural population has been indicated by dots of 3 sizes
representing 100, 500 and 1,000 persons, and two colour categories,
red and green representing agricultural and non-agricultural rural popula-
tion. Urban population has been indicated by circles proportional
to population in 4 colours: purple, blue, green and red, representing in-
dustrial, commercial, agricultural and service towns respectively, based
on the predominant livelihood category of the towns. The circles of
towns having 25,000 population and over are again divided into sectors
to indicate the actual proportion of different livelihood classes. Another
map in 5 plates on scale 1 : 2 M, showing density of population, is
under preparation by choro-isopleth method based on 1961 censug
figures. This map shows density patterns in a detailed manner because
the density has been worked out not by administrative divisions but
by demographic regions. For preparing this map the entire country
is divided into nearly 50,000 small grids of 5-minute squares, eaclr measur-
ing about 70 sq. km. on an average. The density of each square is found
out by adding up the population of the villages and hamlets falling within
it. Choro-isopleths are drawn on the basis of these divisions and bring
out the density belts in a most vivid manner.

(iii) The series of maps on transport and tourism, comprising 22
plates, portrays the complex networks of all systems of transport in
this country along with objects of tourist interest. This series shows
exhaustive details of road systems, classified according to administrative
and surface types. Administrative classification of roads. including
national highways, state highways, major district roads and other
roads, is indicated by varying thickness of lines. Surface classification
covering concrete, black-topped, metalled and unmetalled roads. is
indicated by different colours. Road information relating to distances,
petrol stations, ferry services, unbridged crossings, bridges. rest-houses
(both with and without board), bus services, passes, telephone call
offices, forested stretches, tracks and their jeepability, etc. is given by
special symbols. The map shows the network of railway systems of the
country, classified into three types according to gauges—broad, metre
and narrow, and into two types according to their number of tracks—
multiple and single.  Portions electrified and under electrification are
also indicated. Passenger amenities at different stations, such as availabi-
lity of retiring room, refreshment room, motor transport, etc.
are also carefully depicted. Main air-routes with distances and air-ports
classified according to the nature of runways fit for heavy, medium and
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light aircrafts are accurately shown. Inland waterways with the m'aximum
drafts in tonnes, and sea-routes with distances and destinations are
indicated. Various air and sea-routes with distances and destinations
are shown. Various air and sea navigation aids such asradio beaconss
lighthouses and harbours are also shown. In other words, all possible
forms of transport and their inter-relation are most vividly brought
out on this comprehensive map. ‘

The trends in cartographic development.—Every attempt is being
made to develop cartography in India, though we have not yet reached
the stage of benefiting from newly developed electronic device{s.
It may be that in the near future we might resort to the electrom'c
colour separation and the control of registration and colo.ur on multi-
cylinder lithographic presses. Our defence programme is intimately
linked up with the speed and efficiency with which Indian cartogra.
phers process the data procured as the result of aerial photography.
The need for a better portrayal of relief on a military map is keenly
felt as contours are found to be not very helpful. Experiments are
being conducted in the university departments of cartography to solve
this problem by modifying the Tanaka method, and adogtmg contours
of graduated weights and of three different colours to indicate high,
medium and low grounds, and also applying shaded relief of various
styles printed in different colour bands to indicate' Sl'lCh grounds. Ex-
periments are also being conducted to improve aviation cartography,
and different charts are being evolved dealing with visual and instru-
mental navigation and special features. The Indian maps of the ICAO
series are on the scale of 1 : 1,000,000, and these portray a certain selec-
tion from the topography visible from the air, stressing the essentiaj
features. This scale is also found suitable for higher speed aircraft and
forms the ideal aircraft emergency chart.

In the private sector there is alignment of geographer, artist-designer,
draftsman and printer working together to produce maps for commercial
use. Of the new techniques adopted for drawing maps, mention may
be made of scribing, which is still used in a very limited sense in India.
Glass is being slowly replaced by plastic sheetirhlgs. as the med.ium f(?r
scribing in Europe and the United States, and it is tlme.that we in India
should adopt this technique for better cartographic work. These
and many other improvements in map compilation and draftmg as well
as in reproduction processes can be effected if a cartographical institute
is set up to advise the Central and State Governments on all matters
concerning geographical cartography and cartographic research of a
geographical nature.



PROBLEMS OF MODERN RECORDS IN ENGLISH
) BOROUGHS

EpwIN WELCH

THERE are 402 boroughs in England and Wales, the population
of each borough ranging between 880 and 1,091,500. The
boroughs are divided incw three categories—county boroughs which
provide all local government services, municipal boroughs which only
provide about two thirds, and metropolitan boroughs which are con-
fined to the Greater London area. The number of these boroughs which
employ a professional archivist is small and, because many of them are
engaged for the ancient records only and work under the direction of the
borough librarian, little has been done on modern borough records. The
subject, however, is of considerable interest because of the complexity
of the problem and the inadequacy of the staff and accommodation to
deal with it. It is an attempt to discover the answer to every archivist’s
perennial problem—how to use one’s resources over a wide field.

Modern English boroughs are controlled by elected councils of the
mayor, aldermen and councillors, but their administrative machinery
consists of between five and twenty-five departments each headed by
a professional chief officer and taking its instructions direct from the
council or one of its committees. Some of the larger departments are
subdivided into sections which may achieve a considerable measure of
independence. This complex machinery has evolved over the past cen-
tury much as the royal officers of state evolved during the Middle
Ages. There is very little national standardization in borough adminis-
tration—boroughs are only compelled by law to appoint about half
a dozen chief officers—and surprising differences between boroughs have
arisen principally for historical reasons. The town clerk is, nominal-
ly at least, the most important of the chief officers, but his powers vary
widely and he would be a brave man who ventured to dictate to his fellow
chief officers. '

The greatest difficulty in controlling modern records in boroughs
is therefore the existence of many departments and sections each of which
has its own archives. These are kept in cupboards, attics or cellars,
often outside the main borough offices, without any form of list or
index.

The next difficulty is the zealous care with which each department
safeguards its own independence. Unfortunately the archivist rarely
is a chief officer and the record office forms a section of the town clerk’s

! The author ignores as irrelevant in this context the titles city and county of
the city which are essentially titles of honour.
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department or the public library. There is often considerable resistance
to the suggestion of transferring old departmental _records to anotheé
department and the present writer is told that an mdepenflent recor
office fares little better. Even if the record office had sgfﬁcnent staff to
inspect these scattered archives regularly,. 1.t v_vo.uld S.tlll be necessary
to overcome the deep suspicion of the archivist’s intentions.

The first step is to survey the records of each department br.leﬂy.
It is usually far more easy to obtain the permission of the council fjor
this than to penetrate the defences of some departments. Some c‘hlef ‘
officers are very willing to cooperate, others do not understand w}}a 1
archives are and have no knowledge of their departmental systc?m {or
lack of system) for keeping records, while others deny the existence
of departmental records or refuse to show therr_l because of pressure of
work. It may take a year of tactful but persistent telephone calls .to
succeed in seeing departmental records. Even then 9nly a manuscript
history of the department or one treasurf:d old relic may be all that
is produced at first. In departments of different boroughs Fhe present
writer has been shown old cells filled almost. (_:ompletely with records
to a height of five feet, and cupboards containing threF: small volumes
which had escaped the hands of the destroyer. Sometimes the 'records
covered a longer period than the department had had a separate existence.
Borrowed from the town clerk for some administrative reason, volurr{es |
of committee minutes came to light in a cellar on one occasion, while
another cellar was filled with layers of records which h‘ad been placed
there when no longer required. Their removal was very like an archaeo-

logical excavation.

The second stage is to persuade each department. to deposit all
its non-current archives in the record office. It is amazing how an olc.l,
dirty, damp-stained volume found abandoned.on the floor of an attic
is claimed by the department as having current lmpf)rtance. v qutunately
space for storage is usually at a premium and the chief officer will usually
choose the lesser evil and deposit his _records ratl?er than dest.roy the.m.
Even then he usually requires reassuring that his records will receive
much better treatment than he has given them'and be made avalla_ble
to him at a moment’s notice. The task of cleaning, sorting and weeding
out these non-current archives is usually lengthy as few b.orough rec.ord
offices have a staff of more than four or five to deal with ever){thmg.
The weeding of files offers considerable possibilities for reduction of
bulk where several copies of a letter are normally l.<ept, and wl}ere
interdepartmental communications are kept separately it may be possible
estroy the carbon copies of outgoing memoranda. When the catalo-

0 dg of the records is completed a start can be made on the final

guin
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Stage—arranging for regular transfers of departmental archives when
they ceased to be current.

A system like that employed by the Public Record Office or the
London County Councii® for regular transfers requires not only the
existence of a record officer in each department but also a filing system
geared to the destruction of ephemeral material. Tn al experience of
the present writer only one borough department had both these essen-
tials—~probably because all its earlier files had been destroyed during the
last war and a new system introduced. In this case after discussion
with the record officer the transmission of the five per cent non-current
records worth saving became automatic. Unfortunately no other
filing system has proved adequate for thig treatment. Some systems are
dependent on the whim of the individual,whiie others file every letter chro-
nologically or leave bundles of papers in cupboards. The archivist has
neither the time nor the authority to insist on a better system and so
the preservation of records becomes more difficult. The only solution
is to find a fairly senior and sympathetic member of the department
and explain to him what you are trying to do. Since they usually
come to see what you are doing in their department in any case, it is
usually easy to contact them. A brief lecture on the importance of
archives will usually extract the promise that the archivist will be called
in before anything of importance is destroyed. Nevertheless, it is as
well to keep an eye on the dump in which waste paper is normaily put.

The problems do not cease when these records have been rescued,
cleaned and catalogued. Inevitably a department which has deposited
its archives tends to pass on difficult queries to the record office, some-
times in the hope of embarrassing the archivist who has taken away
its records. Here, however, the archivist has the advantage of access
to the minutes of the council and committee and the records of other
departments. From these he can frequently answer the question which
had foxed the enquirer and point out the advantages of centralized re-
cord-keeping. A prompt and comprehensive answer is often the best
method of encouraging further deposits.

The chief difficulty with queries is not to find the answer—that can
usually be done quickly if the archivist knows his records—but to dis.
cover the precise information required. Few people seem to have the
ability to think out exactly what they require, and it is one of the tasks
of the archivist to discover this by skilful cross-examination. The enquirerl
who asks about borough boundary extensions usually wishes to know

- whether Smith Street was part of the borough in 1905, while 2 question
of great complexity can often be solved by referring the enquirer to

2 See the Public Record Office’s Guide Jor Departmental Record Officers (1958 )
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printed material. The final struggle comes when the answer is produced
and the enquirer wishes to take the document over to I}ls own depart-
ment. Once there it may easily be lost for ever and so he 1s'urged to look
at it in the office. If it is borrowed then a system of considerable com-
plexity is needed to ensure that it s returned. The usual arrangement at
Southampton is to make three copies of a note of thé loan—one goe;
in the place of the document in the strong room, one is kept by the recor
office, and one goes to the department concerned. A careful watch
has to be kept on the length of time it is borrowed and a demand for
its return sent at the appropriate time. . .

The advice to be drawn from this account is that thfe .archmst
in a small record office needs to get on well with his fellovy administrators.
The time spent in explaining what he does, what his strong rooms
contain and the importance of preserving records is. never wasted. Wlth
a larger staff something can be done towards replacing the f:ooperatltl)ln
of record-producers by the watchfulness of record o.fﬁcers trained by t e
archivist. But in the end nothing is more effective than good public
relations, and the -archivist in a small record office must rely on that
as much as on his technical competence.



RECENT TRENDS IN INDIAN RESEARC
) H ACTI1V :
IN MODERN INDIAN HISTORY* HHES

S. Roy

CCMORE work has been done on modern Indian History in the British
. Isles than in India”, so observed an eminent Indian historian in

1940 in th'e course of his presidential address to the modern history section
of 'tI}e Indian History Congress. But there has been such a proliﬁcys ate of
wr:tlpg on India’s recent past since the above pronouncement wasp ma((i)
thatitis hardly possible to regard it as applicable to the present situatione
A ready explanation of this proliferation seems to be provided b the;
ncreasing na.tional awareness of the need for a history of Indiaytold
})ydher own historians and adapted to the mood of the new age which
0[\1)v ;[‘);:vc‘i,en;; -has u,shered in.. For t‘he adage that ‘every age needs its
idely helg evlestory has SpfiClal applicability for a country in which it is
ven among serious scholars that much of what the British
;Vrote“re'ga_lrdmg. Indlla was not only Europe-oriented but was inspired
ar};dafr zﬁir:;l of jingoism whi(.:h loqkeq at every event through official eyes
n e standPomt'of imperial interests”, and hence “suffered to a
ge extent' from distortion and suppression of truth, biassed judgment
and wrong inference”. No wonder that in such an atmosphere the task
of drewrltmg history should cease to be a mere academic aspiration
3{1 become. elevated to “a patriotic duty”.  If this duty has not been
ls?harged_ in the pre-Independence era it was because “no Indian his-
torian during the period [so we are told] dared discuss freely and in detail
either the shady transactions of the British in respect to the princes and
people of India, or the ignoble and selfish motives which inspired the
Go_vernment of India in different spheres of its activities”. It seems thus
logical that freedom should infuse a new vitality into Indian historiogra-

phy and urge it to reconstruct India’s rece i
; nt past strict ia-
oriented angle. p ctly from an India

K An out.stanc}ing example of this new approach is provided by Sardar
] . M Pax‘nkkar s A Survey of Indian History (1947), remarkable alike
or its thesis that “the true history of India during the British period does

*The object of this article is to present a rapid review of the work done i
the field of modern Indian history since 1947, It is none of its aim to rtlfe o
comple_te catalogue of the studies that have been undertaken in the field gu:‘r .
the period, nor to attempt a critical appraisal of the merits or demerits of an "(1>gf
them. Its scope is strictly limited only to indicating some of the general trend ¢
the field of historical investigation. A somewhat abridged version of thisnpz\p::
vlvgz“p.resunted to the International Congress of Orientalists held at New Delhi in
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not consist of the activities of the East India Company or. . . .the British
Crown, but of the upheaval which led to the transformation of Indian
society through the activities of India’s own sons,” and for the attempt
it has made to belittle the contribution of the British rulers towards
that transformation. In a subsequent work, 4sia and Western Domi-
nance (1953), Panikkar has offered a fuller exposition of his own view of
European imperialism, focussing all his attention on the sheerly negative
aspects of the foreign and colonial domination. Significant in the same
context is the first volume of Dr. Tara Chand’s History of the Freedom
Movement in India (1961), a study, attempted on a rather wide canvas,
of the decaying ancient regime in India and of the triumphant foreign
imperialism which took its place. It is significant not so much for the
critique it presents of the former as for the image it conjures up of the
latter as a sheer negative force, which ruthlessly tore into pieces the entire
fabric of the country’s economy. Pre-occupation with the negative fea-

- tures of imperialism characterizes a number of recent works, among

which may be mentioned Dr. K. K. Datta’s Unrest against British Rule in
Bihar, 1831-1859 (1957) and Dr. S. B. Chaudhuri’s Civil Disturbances
during the British Rule in India, 1765-1857 (1955), and most of which seek
to establish popular disaffection as a constant of the whole period of Bri-
tish domination. A more vigorous frontal attack on the British view of
their regime in India has been administered by Dr. R. C. Majumdar in his
recent work, British Paramountcy and Indian Renaissance, 1818-1905(1963)
which, incidentally, is the source from which all the disparaging remarks
on British historical writings on India cited in the preceding paragraph
have been derived. A monument alike of prodigious labour and of
painstaking analysis of a mass of materials, the volume attempts a clean
sweep of what its author believes to be the imperialist distortion of his-
tory, and seeks to ‘““draw in true colour the colonial imperialism and the
economic exploitation which formed the real background of British rule
in India.....” Dr. Majumdar’s is no solitary voice denouncing recent
British historiography. He symbolises, in fact, what may be called a
dominant trend in modern Indian historical writing.

But while the recent proliferation in Indian writing on modern India
is partly explained by free India’s spirited reaction to the ‘mis-represen-
tations’ of foreign historians, that is far from the whole story. Historical
research is strictly conditioned by the availability of the sources of the
necessary type and quality, and if the Indian historian of the pre-Inde-
pendence era failed to produce a substantial historical literature it was
not because the political situation had made him the victim of a self-
imposed censorship, but because he was handicapped by the inaccessibi-
lity of the essential source material. When A. K. Maitreya, for instance,
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broke new ground in 1895 by his study of Sirajuddaulah, followed by
another on Mir Qasim, his only sources were secondary works in English.
Naoroji, Dutt and Ranade had equally to depend for their pioneer
economic studies entirely on published documents and secondary sources.
Yet these studies presented a fearlessly critical analysis of British impact
on India’s economy, and defined, incidentally, the pattern which nation-
ally oriented economic writings on India have largely been following
since their times. There was thus no dearth of enthusiasts for providing a
“corrective” to contemporary British opinions ; what was lacking were
original source materials, This state of stagnancy continued virtually
ull 1940 when. chiefly through Dr. S. N. Sen’s initiative, the portals of
the Central Archives were thrown open to research under certain res-
trictions. This measure, further liberalized in 1947 and reinforced by
similar measures taken by the State Governments, produced the same
effect on Indian historical rescarch as the opening of the Vatican Archives

(1881) and of the Public Record Office, London (1886) had on historical .

studies in Europe, enabling for the first time unrestricted quarrying
among original sources and ushering in an era of active revision of past
writings without parallel in the country’s history.

This drive for historical revision has also been richly nourished by a
parallel movement for the publication of primary sources, which, having
had its early start in Maharashtra through the efforts of scholars like
Rajwade, Parasnis, Khare and Apte, gradually affected other regions,
and in which the leading repositories, public as well as private, have
commenced playing an increasingly active role. An enumeration of
the prolific results of these activities is beyond the scope of the present
paper. But more than a passing reference needs to be made to the work
done, for instance, in Maharashtra, and particularly to the monumental
Poona Residency Correspondence, planned by Sir J. N. Sarkar and publi-
shed under his general editorship, which is a worthy supplement to Dr.
G. S. Sardesai’s earlier editorial venture, Selections from the Peshwa
Daftar. Both were sponsored by the former Bombay Government.
Other recent publishing enterprises in Maharashtra include the continua-
tion of the Selections from the Peshwa Daftar by the State Archives and
the publication, among others, of select family papers by the Bharata
Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala and other learned bodies. Among
the publishing ventures in other regions may be mentioned analytic
catalogues and English translations of Persian manuscripts bear-
ing on Punjab history brought out by the State Archives (Patiala) ;
news letters and private papers relating to the Sikh State published
by the Sikh Historical Society (Amritsar); Selections from the Dis-
trict Records brought out by the West Bengal Government ; continuation
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of the magnificent Records of Fort St. George seties by Madras Record
Office ; and Select Diplomatic Correspondence of the Nizam publi-
shed by the Andhra State Archives, to refer only to a very few items.
But at the back of the movement has been the very solid achievements
of the premier repository in the country, the National Archives of India
which has not only set an example by undertaking a comprehensive publi-
cation programme on its own (which includes carefully ddited texts of
such a wide variety of materials as ecighteenth century Persian corres-
pondence, despatches between Fort William and India House during the
years 1748-1800, Selections from Educational Records from 1860 on-
wards), but has established a new standard of textual editing for others
in the field to follow. The National Archives has also broken new
ground by formulating a well-articulated plan of publishing on the basis
of active collaboration with leading universities and learned institutions
in the country. The plan includes, among others, publication of the
edited texts of eighteenth and early nineteenth century documents in
Persian, Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Sanskrit and other Indian languages.
There has been of late a noticeable shift of interest towards the private
papers of important historical figures, Indian as well as European. A
fairly large collection of these is now available, partly in original but
mostly in microfilm, at the National Archives repository, whose contri-
bution towards the awakening of public interest in private documents
deserves more than a casual notice.

These developments have led not only to an increasing drive for a
more thorough exploitation of primary sources, but toa steadily growing
urge to attack problems and fields of enquiry on which adequate inves-
tigation was not possible before. This new impulse is particularly in
evidence in the prevailing academic pre-occupation, for example, with
the theme of the national movement in India. There is scarcely a uni-
versity whose alumni have not fallen under the spell of that theme and
there is hardly any don who has been able to resist its fascination,
There is no other topic whose investigation has attracted to itself so
liberal an official patronage. Among the tangible results of this new
trend a reference has already been made to the first volume of Dr.
Tara Chand’s History of the Freedom Movement in India, compiled
under the Central Government’s aegis, of which two more volumes
have yet to see- light. To Assam Government belongs the credit of
bringing out a one-volume history of the freedom struggle in that State
prepared by Professor K. N. Dutt. Under the Bihar Government’s
aegis has come out Dr. K. K. Datta’s Freedom Movement in Bihar
in 3 volumes (1957-58). Among individual scholarly efforts, Dr. R. C.
Majumdar’s impressive two volumes bringing the story up to 1920
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easily take the place of pride, and a third, dealing with later years, is
scheduled to make its appearance soon. Written on or around this
theme or aspects of it are also Dr. N. L. Chatterjee’s History of Free-
dom Struggle (1958), Dr. V. P. S. Raghuvansi’s Indian Nationalist Move-
ment and Thought (1951), Haridas Mukherjee’s India’s Fight for Freedom
1905-06 (1958), Dr. Amba Prasad’s The Indian Revolt of 1942 (1958), and
Professor H. N. Mukherjee’s Indian Struggle for Freedom (1948), to take
only a few random exgmples from a voluminous literature which is
rapidly expanding in dimension.

A deep sense of dedication, overt or implied, and a keen desire
for fidelity to materials and scientific objectivity pervade most of these
writings. Yet they betray a sharp conflict in approach both in the selec-
tion of evidence and its interpretation. One approach, though no longer
much in favour, is to look upon the national movement as the inevitable
outcome of that intellectual and social ferment, which, having taken root
in India in the latter half of the 19th century under the impact of the
British rule, brought to the forefront a new elite who became the
spearhead of the movement. The other and more common approach is
to belittle the contributions of Western enlightenment and to treat
nationalism as an essentially native product which bad been in existence
as a positive factor in Indian history long before the advent of later politi-
cal developments. On the latter view, which finds its best expression in
K. K. Datta’s volumes cited above, India was never reconciled to
the British rule, and every act of disaffection and uprising against that
rule, irrespective of its scope, range, timing, or motivation, has to be
treated as being organically related to India’s struggle for freedom.
This has led Dr. Datta and writers like him to stretch the history of
that struggle back to the very beginning of the British rule in India, and
to regard even the Mutiny of 1857 as a significant phase of that history.
The greater bulk of the literature, which the recent centenary of the
Mautiny has called into existence, is deeply coloured by this extreme atti-
tude. Between these two polar positions Dr. R.C. Majumdar takes
his stand somewhere midway. While he is uncompromising in his
denunciation of the patriotic approach to the Mutiny as a romantic
fallacy (The Sepoy Mutiny and Revolt of 1857), in his volumes on the
histroy of the freedom struggle he is disposed to describe it as “the
first great and direct challenge to the British rule in India on an exten-
sive scale”, and expresses the opinion that *“it helped the genuine
national movement for the freedom from the British yoke”. So far as the
latter movement is concerned, he is inclined to exalt its militant and
violent aspect at the expense of its constitutional and reformist fea-
tures. The best portrayal of the story of the Mutiny, as distinct from
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its polemics,is Dr. S.N. Sen’s Eighteen Fifty-seven (1957), which
gives one the very feel of the stirring events it has set itself to depict.
Designed also as a straightforward narrative, though on a smaller
canvas, is Dr. P. C. Gupta’s book, Nana Saheb and the Rising at
Cawnpore (1962), a good example of completely disengaged history,
But on the national movement itself disengaged historiography has yet
to produce a substantial literature of the same type. =

For a full history of the whole phase of ths movement one has still
largely to refer to compilations like Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya’s Hisrory
of the Indian National Congress, the second volume of which covering
the years 1935-47 was published in 1947. But this, like many another
earlier compilation on the subject, suffers from the limitation of not
having drawn on original archives and of being rather brief on the
earlier phases. So far as these phases are concerned, one may mention
J. C. Bagal’s History of the Indian Association, 1876-1951 (1953), H. D.
Mukherjee’s The Growth of Nationalism in India, 1857-1905 (1957),
H. D. and Uma Mukherjee’s Bepin Chandra Pal and the Struggle for Free-
dom (1948). But the bulk of the literature of this genre is based on second-
ary sources, and has a very limited value. Of a different class is Sujata
Ghosh’s short but well-documented study of the “British Indian Asso-

.ciation, 1851-1900" (Bengal : Past and Present, July-December 1958),

compiled from the Association’s own archives. Equally noteworthy is
Dr. Pansy C. Ghosh’s The Development of Indian National Congress,
1892-1909 (1960), which has drawn liberally on primary sources, public
as well as private, and deals with a period which has not been studied
in detail so far. Dr. Ghosh has also broken new ground by focussing
attention on the relationship of the Congress with its financial patrons.
A more direct sociological approach has been attempted by Dr. A. R.
Desai in his Social Background of Indian Nationalism (1948), which,
while giving a brief history of the whole movement, tries to fitit in a
social framework composed by the Indian middle class, whose evolution
is the theme of the earlier chapters of the work. The sources used are
for the most part secondary works, quite a few of which, like R. P,
Dutt’s India To-day and James Mill’s History of British India, belong
to partisan historiography.

Connected with the above studies is also a voluminous biographi-
cal literature which has grown up in recent years round the principal
figures in contemporary or near-contemporary politics mostly consist-
ing of works of piety by admirers. Some noteworthy compilations
are : Biographies of Tilak by D. P. Karmarkar (1956), S. L.
Karandikar (1957) and D. V. Tahmankar (1958); Biographies of Tilak
(1958) and Gokhale (1959) by T. V. Parvate; Dr. Karan Singh’s
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study on Aurobindo, (The Prophet of Indian Nationalism 1963);

Tendulkar’s monumeuntal 8 volumes on Gandhi (1951-54); Pyarelal
Nair’s Mahaima Gandhi : The Last Phase (2 volumes, 1956-58);
Kodanda Rac’s work on Srinivasa Sastri (1962); B. H. Tyabji’s life
of Badruddin Tyabji (1952); and-H. B. Sarda’s life of Shyamji Krishna
Varma (1959). Both Gandhi and Nehru have inspired sucha torren-
tial flood of biographical literature that it is not possible to mention all
the works here. Mention should, however, be made of autobiographi-
cal compilations of memoirs by some of the prominent national figures
themselves, like Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s India Wins Freedont
(1960), remarkable for its frank and outspoken interpretation of politi-
cal developments in his time; Dr. Rajendra Prasad’s At the Feet
of the Mahatma (1955) and Autobiography (1957), which despite
their subdued tone throw new light on a number of developments in the

Congress; and M. R. Jayakar’s more outspoken The Story of My

Life, Vol. 1, 1873-1922(1958), significant for its extensive citation
of documents belonging to his personal archives. These are just a few
examples.

Both the classes of literature cited above suffer from the limitation
of being too near the events they describe, of which all the important
sources are not yet available. At best they are interim studies requiring
subsequent modification. More important as historical sources are the
documentary compilations which have recently appeared on the various
phases of the movement or on the activities of the important figures
participating in them. Notable instances are : Source Material for a
History of the Freedom Movement in India, 1818-1920 (2 volumes,
1957-58), published by the Bombay State Committee for a History
of the Freedom Movement; a similar compilation published by the
late Hyderabad  State Committee; Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi, being published under the aegis of the Government of India;
Gandhi’s Letters to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (edited by V. C. and S. V.
Desai, 1957); Nehru’s A4 Bunch of Old Letters (1958) ;and Cross Roads,
being the Works of Subhas Chandra Bose, 1938-40 (edited by Sisir
K. Bose, 1962).

Apart from the few studies on the Congress already mentioned
there has been little effort to understand or analyse the structure of the
politics or parties which supplied the framework of thenational move-
ment. Mention, however, may be made of Dr. Lal Bahadur’s work on the
Muslim League (1954), which gives a bare summary of some of the

salient facts, and Ram Gopal’s Indian Muslims : A Political History,

1858-1947 (1959), which attempts a critical analysis of the circumstances
leading to the ultimate cleavage between the two major communities in
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India. The only book worth mentioning on the history of con?munism
is M. R. Masani’s The Communist Party of India (1954), 'wh.lch deals
with that party’s activities in the early thirties. This l}as, 1pc1dentally,
been rendered almost obsolete by Qverstreet and Windmiller’s much
more comprehensive Communism in India (1959). Hardly any of these
works tries to penetrate beyond the surface or to understand or analyse
the invisible forces at work behind the world of appearances. An admira-
ble effort to investigate the inner working of the British imperialist
psychology in relation to Indian nationalist aspiratiop during the closing
years of the 19th century is exemplified by Dr. H. L. Smgh?s I_’roblems an.d
Policies of the British in India, 1885-98 (1963), whose principal themx?ﬂs
the gulf which came to separale the British ruling classes and the Indian
elite during this period. The heroic efforts of two British statesmen to
bridge this gulf form the central topic round which have been construct-
ed Dr. S. Gopal’s two scholarly dissertations, The Viceroyalty of
Lord Ripon (1953) and The Viceroyalty of Lord Irwin (1?57), remark-
able alike for their objective approach and the penetrating structural
analysis they present of the politics of the time. Eor an intimate apergu
of the politics and parties of a more recent period one may refer to
V. P. Menon’s Transfer of Power (1957), which, however, suffers from the
limitations of a restricted perspective and leaves many questions unans-
wered. '

Despite the definite shift which is noticeable towards contemporary
history, particularly towards the history of natlona}hsm, there has bfaen
hardly ap- -~akening of enthusiasm for the earlier phases of Indla"s
past. Stua. -» phases have been following more or.less -the fami-
liar patterns .« by a previous generation of Bl'lt.lsh 1_nstorle.ms, at}d
one notices, moreover, the same tendencies, discernible in earlier writ-
ings, to deal with history within self-complete compartments like poli-
tical, administrative, social, economic, and so forth. History, moreover,
still continues largely to be viewed from the centre, empt{a.sm being
generally placed on central policies, programmes and activities tq th.e-
comparative neglect of the people’s responses ‘to them. The only signi-
ficant difference is that researches today incline more towards special-
ized investigations on particular regions or on (.ieveloprpents aﬂ"ec‘fing
relatively short periods than towards comprehenswc studies embracfmg,
for instance, the entire country or extendn}g over a long stretch of time.
A rcmarkable exception is provided by Sir Jadunath Sarl?ar’s monu-
mental four volumes of The Fall of the Mugfqu Empi(e in which the
sgee themes of the decaying old order, the rising peripheral powers,

the triumphant British imperialism supplanting both have been

anq strated into a single mighty epic of tragic grandeur narrated with
OrIC.

5—3 Dir. of Arch[6%
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masterly erudition and subtle artistry. Such synthetic approach is,
however, rarely in evidence in recent writings. This may be partly due
to the lack of the fundamental monographs on which alone comprehen-
sive studies could be based.

As for political history the basic approach still appears to be mainly
biographical, which consists in the construction of a narrative frame-
work round a well-known historical figure with a picture of the adminis-
trative, political and social environment thrown in. As representative
specimens may be mentioned Dr. Dharm Pal’s Administration of Lord
Lawrence (1952); Dr. A. C. Ray’s Mir Jafar (1953); Dr. Mohibbul
Hasan Khan’s Tipu Sultan (1951); Dr. V. A. Narain’s Jonathan Duncan
and Varanasi (1959); C. K. Srinivasan’s Baji Rao I (1961);
Dr. Brij Kishore’s Tara Bai and Her Times (1963); and Khushwant
Singh’s  Ranjit Singh, Maharaja of Punjab (1962). Altogether different
in approach is Dr. B. K. Gupta’s Sirgjuddaulah and FEast India
Company, 1756-57 (1962), which analyses in the larger context of
Anglo-French rivalry the circumstances leading to the collapse of the
ruling power in Bengal. The ineviteble character of the conflict between
the ruler of Bengal and the alien traders is also the principal theme of
Dr. K. K. Datta’s introduction to the first volume of Fort William-India
House Correspondence, 1748-56. A more rounded view of the structure
of contemporary politics as also of the subtle interconnexions between
the diverse forces which led to the revolution of 1757 emerges from
Sir J. N. Sarkar’s treatment of the subject in the closing section of
History of Bengal (Vol. II) edited by him. To Sir Jadunath we owe
also an English translation of Karam Ali Khan’s portrayal of the
last two rulers of Bengal embodied in Muzaffar-namah (Bengal : Past
and Present, 1946-49).

British encounter with Indian and neighbouring powers, both dip-
lomatic and military, forms the theme round which a number of specia-
lized studies appear to have been compiled. A good example of this
genre is Dr. S. P. Varma’s 4 Study in Maratha Diplomacy: Anglo-Maratha
Relations, 1772-1782 (1956), which has made copious use of Marathi
sources in addition to English official records. Practically on the same
theme though reflecting a different approach is Dr. Sailendra Nath Sen’s
Anglo-Maratha Relations during the Administration of Warren Hastings,
1772-85 (i961), whosc hero throughout is Warren Hastings himself.
Other examples of the same class include Dr. A. C. Banerjee’s
Rajput States and the East India Company (1951); Dr. H. C. Batra’s The
Relations of Jaipur State with East India Company, 1803-58 (1957 ;
Dr. K. N. Dutta’s studies on the early British relations with the
tribes of Assam (Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 19-

.
b
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Dr. Rebati Mohan Lahiri’s A4nnexation of Assam (1954); J. Mahajan’s
Circumstances leading to the Annexation of the Punjab, 1846-49
(1949), based on a critical study of Currie Corres;?ondeqce; K C.
Chaudhuri’s Anglo-Nepalese Relations from fhe earliest Times till the
Gurkha War (1961), and the like. To a different category belc?ngs
D. K. Ghose’s England and Afghanistan (1960), an accvrate .anal){sxs of
the evolution of the forward policy whose principal aim s to
show that there was a basic unity in the Britisn foreign policy in Ceq-
tral Asia in spite of the popular belief that this was subject to periodi-
cal oscillations dictated by the vagaries of British party politics. A gene-
ral survey of the foreign policy of the British Government in India has
been attempted in Dr. B. Prasad’s Foundations of Ir{a’ia’s Foreign
Policy, Volume I, 1860-82 (1955), chiefly on the basis of official

records.

While British politics and diplomacy have attracted a num'ber of
investigators hardly any comparable interest has bee.n evinced in the
activities of other European nationsin India. There is scarcely any re-
cent work on the Portuguese in India that may be' re.gardf:d as signi-
ficant. On the Dutch the only work worth mentioning is Dr. T. J.
Poonen’s A Survey of the Rise of the Dutch Power in Malaba.r .(1.948) .
Dr. T. Raychaudhuri’s very scholarly study on the Dutch activities on
the Coromandel (Jan Company at Coromandel, 1-962) t?elongs, as .1ts
title shows, to economic history. On the French in Ind'la tw<? studies
which deserve mention are Dr. S.P. Sen’s The French in India, 1763-
1816 (1958) and Dr. V. G. Hatalkar’s Relations between the French
and the Marathas, 1668-1815 (1959).

Another subject which continues to suffer from neglect is military
history. Apart from The Official History of the Indian Armed quces
during the Second World War, 1939-45, planned by the Corpblned
Inter-Services Historical Section of the Governments of India and
Pakistan and published under the editorship of Dr. B. Prgsad (of which
five volumes are now available), there has been very httlev effort to
attack this particular field of enquiry. Two recent works “’zhwh.deserve
special mention in this connection are Mrs. Aljmya Bargt S ,sttqry of
the Bengal Native Infantry (1962) and Rajendra Smgh S H'zftory
of the Indian Army (1963). On the problem§ concerning the mllltary
system and military organization in British Indx?, Nlrac} C. Chaudhuri’s
Defence of India, published 28 years ago, still remains unreplaced as
the most scholarly and competent work on the subject.

A more fruitful field of research is presented by topics connected

M local or regional history. The fascinating theme of the history of
punjab has inspired in recent times a spate of studies among which
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may be mentioned Ganda Singh’s 4 Short History of the Sikhs,
Volume I, 1469-1765 (1950) and Dr. H. R. Gupta’s Punjab on the
Eve of the First -Sikh War (1956). Among recent works on Maharash-
tra special mention may be made of Dr. Sardesai’s A New History
of the Marathas in 3 volumes (1946-48); K. V. Purandare’s Life of
Chimnaji Appa-(1948); Manohar Malgaonkar’s Kanhoji Angrey, Mara-
tha  Admiral (1959); Dr. V. T. Gune’s Judicial System of the Mara-
thas (1953); and Dr. Y. N. Deodhar’s (unpublished) study on Nana
Phadnis 1742-1800. Other examples of significant regional studies
are : Professor R, K. Choudhary’s History of Bihar (1958); J. Roy’s
History of Manipur (1958); Dr. Dharma Bhanu’s History and Adminis-
tration of North-Western Provinces, 1803-58 (1957); M. Arokia-
swamy’s history of the modern districts of Coimbatore and Salem,
entitled The Kongu Country (1956); and D. R. Regmi’s Modern

Nepal : Rise and Growth in the 18th Century (1961), to mention only
a few titles.

_ The greater bulk of recent regional studies shows a positive in-
clination towards administrative and economic history. Dr. Dharma
Bhanu’s work, already referred to, for example, is mainly an essay
on the broad theme of the evolution of the British administrative sys-
tem on the ruins of the system it replaced. This restriction in scope
enables the author to delve deeply into the archives of the period and
f:xplore the subject with the detail that has so often been lacking for
1. To the same genre belongs Miss Nihar Kana Majumdar’s Justice
and Police in Bengal, 1765-1773 (1960), a study of the decline of Mus-
lim judicial system within the tight framework of the Nizamat in late
18th century Bengal. The gradual replacement of this framework by an
entirely new one is the theme of Dr. B. B. Misra’s Judicial Adminis-
tration of the East India Company, which well transcends the limits of a
regional study. His next work, The Central Administration  of
East India Company, 1773-1834 (1960), which covers a wider canvas,
is a detailed description of the administrative machinery which was
set up by the Company at Fort William in Bengal and was in active
operation till 1834. The emphasis of both the compilations is, how-
ever, on the formal aspects of the administrative structure. It hardly
endeavours to penetrate beyond the surface in order to locate or identi-
fy the forces behind the scene which made the administration what it
really was. More empirical in approach is Dr. Naresh C. Roy’s The
Civil Service in India (1958), which is a welcom
which still exists in a systematic analysis of the Indian Civil Service
from its start towards the end of the 18th century to

the present day,
Dr. Roy’s scholarly survey forms a basis for future empirically-oriented

e addition to the lacuna¢ '
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analysis, though it completely ignores the ideological factors, like Eng-
lish utilitarianism, for instance, which, as Eric Stokes has convinc-
ingly shownin his English Utilitarians in India (1959), deeply influenc-
ed the evolution of the bureaucratic machine.

Almost a similar concern with external features and formal minutae
is also in evidence in the greater bulk of recent writings on Indian
constitutional development. Among notable works produced during
the period under review may be mentioned the revised editions of G.
Nihal Singh’s Landmarks in India’s Constitutional and National Deve-
lopment and of S.M. Bose’s The Working Constitution of India;
Dr. A. C. Banerjee’s Indian Constitutional Documents (of which the
third volume covering the years 1917-39 appeared in 1949), The
Making of the Indian Constitution, 1939-47 (1948), and The Constituent
Assembly, 1946-47 (1947); Dr. K. K. Datta’s India Marches to Free-
dom (1949); and Sir Maurice Gwyer and Dr. A. Appadorai’s Speeches
and Documents on the Indian Constitution, 1921-47 (1957). The last
comprises some 380 documents including statutes, orders, committee
reports, party pronouncements, speeches and letters. There has been
almost a bewildering spate of works on developments since 1947 in
respect not only to constitution, government and party-politics but

~also to India’s international relations. They rclate, however, to a period

which stili lacks the proper perspective, and are beyond the scope of
the present paper. But the general outlook of most of the writings is
pronouncedly formal and is in sharp contrast with the approach re-
flected, for instance, in works like Professor C. H. Philips’ Evolution of
India and Pakistan, 1858-1947 (1962), which tries to highlight the
contribution to India’s constitutional development of factors other than

. formal documents and public utterances of men in prominence or in

power, and brings into clearer focus the wider ramifications, relationships
and repercussions which played a crucial part in the development.

A more promising field of research which has proved to be also
more popular in recent times is provided by economic history. Although
little economic history is being written today in the grand manner of
Dutt or Digby, the old controversies centering round the theme of
economic ruin of India under British impact, made familiar since their
times, still continue to be the most frequented road to historical under~
standing. The tendency now, however, is to amplify or to re-emphasize
the earlier ideas and concepts on the basis of a more thorough and
‘aborious documentary analysis than was possible before. To the familiar
%ain’ theory, for instance, Dr. N. K. Sinha gives a new meaning in his
E nomic History of Bengal from Plassey to the Permanent Settlement

Vol 1, 1956), whose central theme is the collapse of trade and indus-
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tenancy reforms (particularly to the Permanent ‘Settlement), which, it is
claimed, by creating conditions for secure land-holding (e.g., N. C. Sinha,
Indo-British Economy A Hundred Years Ago, 1946; S. C. Jha, Studies in
the Development of Capitalism in India, 1963) brought about a strong
nisus towards investment in lands at the expense of industries. But
historians are nct yet agreed as to whether the conditions under the old
regime were less favourable for land-holding. Dr. N. K. Sinha has,
for instance, collected a mass of evidence showing that tenure in Bengal
and Bihar was absolutely secure under the Mughals (Economic History
of Bengal, Vol. 1I, 1962), while the evidence for areas outside Bengal
has been compiled, among others, by B.R. Grover in his “Land
Rights in Mughal India” (The Indian Economic and Social History
Review, 1, 1963). But even so, Dr. Sinha admits that the British re-
forms did give rise to an unprecedented scramble for land in which the
urban moneyed interests played the most conspicuous role, transform-
ing themselves in the process into a new social class of rentiers. In this
view he is on the whole supported by Dr. B. B. Misra (The Indian Middle
Classes, 1961) who also ascribes the rise of a new landed class to British
tenancy reforms. Dr. Misra, however, holds that the political climate
of pre-British India was too authoritarian to favour the growth of a
bourgeoisie, though he omits to explain why this growth was inhibited
even after the climate had considerably softened under the aegis of
the British. But so far as he equates his middle classes with the new
anglicised literary, professional classes which the British expansion
brought into prominence, and the latter with the old, literary upper castes,
they can hardly be regarded as ‘new’. Much less can they be correctly
labelled as a middle class proper, neither having owned their existence
to any industrial expansion nor having contributed significantly to the
development of the wider socio-economic order of which they formed an
integral part. A more realistic approach is reflected in Professor Gadgil’s
interim study already cited, which indicates a definite shift in emphasis
from vague speculations on a hypothetical social class to a factual history,
stretching over a long period, of the more concrete and less nebulous
indigenous business groups and the objective milieu in which they actually
functioned.

The field which appears to have been much better mapped is that
of agrarian and rural economy, but here again research seems inclined
not so much towards a structural analysis of this economy, as towards
its encounters with the expanding British political system and the trans-
formation it wunderwent in the process. The argument of Dr. R. D.
Choksey’s Economic Life in the Bombay Deccan, 1818-1939 (1955),
for instance, is the disintegration of the self-sufficient village economy of
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the Deccan and the impoverishment of the peasantry under the heel of

_British imperialism. While the work gives a detailed analysis of the

several factors responsible for this disa‘strOI_xs outf:ome, it' omits to'
provide any objective basis for the idyllic picture 1.t bas trlgd to dr?.w
of the self-sufficient and ‘democratic’ rural.commumtles, for m.terferlng
with which the British have received nothing but condemnation from
its author. The decay of the old pattern of rural economy looms large
also in Dr. A. V. Raman Rao’s Economic ‘Developmer.zt of Andhra
Pradesh, 1766-1957 (1958), whose aim is sorpevyha.t wider, namely,
to bring into focus all the aspects of the economic life in the area adver-
sely affected by the British impact. The story starts w1th the collapse of
cotton manufacture in the region, which by forcing the dlsplz?.ced weavers
to take to agricultural pursuits brought about an excessive pressure
on land, a process, which the Permanent Sett!ement, later remforced'by
further tenancy legislations, tended to intensify almost to a brefakmg
point. Agriculture, as a result, took a downward course leading to
continual migrations of peasantry to swell the ranks of urban workers,
thus permanently crippling the village economy. ’A}lth’ough constructed
round the theme of declining village communities in Uttar Pradc?sh,
Dr. Sulekh Chandra Gupta’s Agrarian Relations and Equy British
Rule in India (1963), which is an intensive stuFly of the agrartan changes
brought about Dby the British administration in thc.a former Ceded an_d
Conquered’ provinces, breaks new ground by p.lacmg §p601a1 emphasni
on the significant part played in the Fransformatlon by mﬂgences s.tem
ming from the changing British doctrlr}es on rent and agrarian relations.
Dr. Gupta has endeavoured also to givea rounded picture of the struc-
ture of pre-British village communities, though the study svtlﬁ“ers fro}in
the unavoidable limitation of having to depen_d almost - entirely on the
official assessment of the situation and on eV{dence which was bou111d
to be largely partisan. A somewhat different view of the changes Flesu t-.
ino from British administrative measures emerges from Dr. Ni mazm
Mlehcrjee's The Ryotwari System in Madras, 1793-1872 (1962),

“which shows that while the new system of directly taxing the peasant

roprietor did little to remove the distress of the Madras peasantry, it
gractically left intact the social fabric of the villages themselves.

On the other hand, according to Dr. N. K. Sinh'fl,. nothing ghort of.a
disastrous ‘uph'eaval resulted in Bengal out of the British experiments in
agrarian reform culminating in the Permanent Settlement. In his
Economic History of Bengal (Vol. 1I) }1e dr.aws a rat{ler glowing

icture of the pre-British agrarian system 1n which the leading role 1:vas
ayed by the Zemindar and the Qanungo, wh'o shared between them
ihy responsibilities of the de facto administration of rural Bengal. The
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tries in Bengal under the onslaught of an alien political domination.
Like many others in the field, Dr. Sinha discerns an economic drain in
the chronic excess of exports over imports which formed the chief
feature of the Bengal trade during the period, and which, in his view was
never offset by any compensatory factors. But the novelty of his
approach consists in his endeavour to identify also as a source of
‘drain’ the systematic anpropriation by the British of the bulk of the
producers’ surplus, a result achieved by an arbitrary manipulation of
prices in the local market. Professor K. K. Datta has similarly offered a
new slant to the ‘drain’ theory in his Survey of India’s Social Life and
Economic Conditions in the Eighteenth Century, 1707-1817 (1961) by
linking up the question of drain with the flow of money from Bengal to
Madras and the west coast during the late eighteenth century. Apparently
he does not attach much importance to the possibility that such inter-
regional capital movement might have, by forging closer economic ties
between the different regions, actually accelerated that process of
economic unification which was essential for the country’s material
development, nor even to the fact that by 1792 specie had commenced
moving back to Bengal. What most of the discussions on the question of
excess export omit to take account of is that this phenomenon was
not unique in respect to India and that many another country, normally
considered as prospering and not under the heels of imperialist or
solonial domination, actually underwent similar drains.

A writer to strike a somewhat different note is Dr. Amales Tripa-
thi who, in his Trade and Finance in the Bengal Presidency, 1793-1833
(1956), takes his stand on the hypothesis that so far as the ‘drain’ was in
the form of excess export from Bengal ‘it returned some direct equi-
valent to land in the form of prices’. Dr. Tripathi also refers to the net
increase which took place in the volume of export as a consequence of
the British impact, which he estimates at several hundred per cent
though he is quite conscious of the inherent weakness of an economy
which had to depend exclusively on the production of raw materials.
The positive aspects of Indo-British economic relations during 1792-
1833 figure also in Dr. H. R. Ghoshal’s Economic Transition in the
Bengal Presidency (1950), according to which the decay of Indian industries
was not due so much to political factors as to the inexorable economic
forces unleashed by the Industrial Revolution in England. The resul-

tant losses, Dr. Ghoshal thinks, were offset by the expansion which took .

place in the production of raw silk, indigo and opium, leading in itS
turn to a considerable rise in the volume of export. In the author’s view
the dissolution of the old pattern of economy was the necessary pre-
requisite of the emergence of a new economy attuned to the changed
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circumstances. Another ‘study which is hesitant to identify British politi-
cal domination as the primary factor in the decay of Indian handicrafts
is Dr. S. Bhattacharya’s The East India Company and the Economy
of Bengal from 1704 to 1740 (1954), which very clearly shows that a de-
cline had already started owing to factors like over-taxation, maladminis-
tration and continual one-way flow of specie to Delhi, long before the
British were able to acquire a firm foothold in Bengal. Dr. Bhattacharya
also lays special stress on the impressive expansion in the overseas trade
of Bengal and a rapid rise in specie import which took place under
the aegis of the British. A very opposite view is held by R. Mukher-
jee in his The Rise and Fall of the East India Company (1958)
in which foreign control over the overseas trade and foreign ownership
of the capital invested in it, leading inevitably to foreign political domina-
tion over the couniry, is shown as the prime cause of the dissolution of
its self-sufficient village-based economy and its transformation into an
agricultural farm of England. All this is presented in the familiar garb
of Marxist interpretation in which theoretical speculations rather than
an objective analysis of evidence play the most conspicuous part.

While recent enquiries are largely directed towards the mutual
impact of finance, trade and industry in the context of British domina-
tion, the general tendency is to interpret the process in terms rather of the
official policies or measures it evoked than of the socio-economic fra.me-
work within which it was enabled to articulate itself. Of the various
components of this framework both the industrial producer and .the
merchant money-lender have received of late a good deal of attention
and the supposed enslavement of the latter by alien merchant capital
jooms large in quite a few works. Yet hardly any study appears.to
have been made of what might have been his precise relations with
indigenous moneyed interests before the ‘subjugation’ actually ‘came
about. A process closely analogous to this ‘subjugation’ had, according to
some (e.'g., R. Mukherjee), been started on a fairly wide scale even
before alien intrusion under the aegis of a bourgeoisie which had emerged
from the ranks of artisans themselves and which had been egtending its
sway over the latter. This is denied by Professor D. R. Gadgil (Origin of
Modern Business Class, 1955), who, however, concedes that in a limited
sphere merchant capital had established a superior control over the
craftsmen during the pre-British period. Others, on the contrary (e.g.,
K. A. Antonova and Dr. Irfan Habib) see no evidence whatever of such
a phenomenon prior to the advent of the aliens. Why the mon.e)jcd
interests failed to develop into a genuine bourgeoisie, captaining
dustries on their own, continues thus to be an unsolved question. There
;3 2 tendency to attribute this stagnation, among other factors, to British
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destruction of this system, according to him, was as much motivated bya

‘rage for order and symmetry’ as by deliberate malice. While Dr. .

Sinha thinks that the Zemindars had already under the Mughals pro-
prietary rights in the soil, others (e.g., Dr. S. Gopal, The Permanent
Settlement in Bengal and Its Results, 1949) believe that these rights

were for the first time created under the Permanent Settlement as an
act of deliberate policy.

ar

While the detailed studies undertaken in the various spheres of
economic history do help to bring into clearer focus the complex of chan-
ges resulting from the British adventin India and the British interfer-
ence with Indian life, we are still far from obtaining a coherent picture
of the social system or systems within whose framework the various
implications of these changes worked themselves out. There is no dearth
of serious and competent studies on the reforms introduced under the
British aegis in the various spheres of social life (e. g., S. Natarajan’s
A Century of Social Reforms, 1956; Drc. B. B. Misra’s The Indian Middle
Classes, already cited), but very little effort has been made to go behind
* the record of the administrative measures, policy statements and public
utterances to see how the different social institutions, customs and
traditions actually worked or to what extent they determined both
personal endeavours and organisation of authorities at different levels.
Even on such a living topic as that of caste there has been hardly any
historical study properly so called. Researches on this or other topics of
social interest are usually pre-occupied with the interpretation of old
texts, formal documents, or data relating to the contemporary situation
gathered mostly from field work.

Yet when all is said the record of the period under review can hardly
be regarded as altogether gloomy. If much still remains to be done
there is no denying that much has also been achieved and that many an
obscure area in recent history has been brought into a clearer view.
What is even more encouraging is that there has lately been an increasing
awareness of the limitations of compartmentalized history, as also of
the need to look upon the historians’ task as an endeavour to under-
stand the structure and the development of the Indian society as a whole,
It would perhaps not be too optimistic to predict that a history
illumined by this new rounded outlook is in the offing.

A CLAY-COATED MANUSCRIPT IN THE
GILGIT COLLECTION

RANBIR KISHORE

ARLY in 1931, on his way back from the archaeological expedit%on
E to Chinese Turkestan, Sir Aurel Stein discovered a valuafblfa collection
of manuscripts some two to three miles west of the .Gll.glt Canton-
ment in the mountain range of Hindu Kush!. Playful digging rounq a
mound by some shepherd boys had revealed a cirC}Jlar chamber. with
relief plaques similar to those in the Buddhist stupas in Central Asia and
Tibet. This engaged the attention of Sir Aurel,‘ and as a I‘eS}llt of further
digging at the site a mass of ancient manuscripts packed in a wooden
box was found. The entire collection which came to be comm(?nly
known as the collection of Gilgit manuscripts, was eventgally acquired

~ by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir.. It is now in the custody
of the National Archives of India, New Delhi. ' ‘

Most of the manuscripts in the collecti.on are on pirch barl.<, written
in Sanskrit (late Gupta script) and containing Buddhist canqmcal te.xts.
Some of them belong to the sixth century or even an ear.her .perlo_d.
The collection includes one clay-coated manuscript “./hxch is wrxtt.en in
the said script and comprises jataka .stor.ies.‘ This manuscript is
different from the rest inasmuch as writing in '1ts case .has been doqe
on a clay-coated fibrous base. Like the manuscripts on birch bark, t%us
manuscript is in pothi form, its sheets being oblong and 'of .the size
265 75 mm. Ona casual examination of .the manuscript Sir Aurel
thought that it was writlen on a special kl.nd gf paper of the type
introduced into Chinese Turkestan from China in th fourth century
A.D. or carlier> (as was the case with manuscripts discovered in East
Turkestan at Chien Fotung, the Caves of Thou§and Budd.has)ﬁ _

When this manuscript was received in the NatIOI:Ial Archives of Indui
its edges were found crumpled and the clay hac} a slight tendenf:y to pee
off. As suchit was in immediate need of reinforcement for its proper
and safe storage. Its rehabilitation was done by. the halld-}amlnatlon
process, using chiffon gauze and cellulose acetate foil, a Fechmque deve-
loped in the Department in early 1951. The crumpled bits of the manu.
scrint “whickh were left over, were retained in the Research Laboratory for

i a4

the purpose of studying the nature of the clay coating and the fibrous base.

1, Report from the Staff Correspondent at Simla published in the The Times
\ (London) dated 24 July 1931,
3, Ibid. . o
\ s, David Diringer, The Hand Produced Book, pp. 344-45 (Hutchinson’s Scientific
and Technical Publications, London, 1953).
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The portions of the manuscript sheets where the clay had shown a
peeling tendency revealed on examination that the base was made of
raw fibres compressed together. The fibres on the top tended to become
loose on indenting them with a needie, and those immediately under the
coated surface appeared unsized. The coating of clay was perhaps meant
to serve as a fine layer for inscribing the characters and to improve
the legibility by providin% a contrast to the fibrous base. That the fibres
were raw and compressed together was also revealed by an examination
of the edges in the case of which a light indentation with a needle made
lo§1g, thin fibres quite visible. The surface of the fibrous base looked like
that of a light pressed straw board or an unsized blotting paper.

A few crumpled pieces were scrapped with a sharp knife in order
to obtain a sample of the clay. An analysis of the sample showed that
over 80 per cent of the material was calcium sulphate mixed with small
quantities of potassium and magnesium sulphates. A minor portion,
5-10 per cent, consisted of calcium carbonate, and siliceous matter mixed
with fibres left over from the scraps. From this analytical data the clay
was identified as mineral gypsum (CaSo, 2H,0).

The crumpled pieces of the manuscript were left in water and washed
repeatedly to remove the clay sticking to them. These were then kept for
a night in one per cent sodium hydroxide solution and thereafter washed
with distilled water and fibrillated with fingers applying light pressure.
The fibres were left in distilled water for a night. The excess water

was decanted, and the residual fibres were again lefi in fresh distilled
water.

Microscopical examination revealed that the fibres were long, and
had tubular and indented ends. The external diameter of the fibres varied
between ‘02 and- ‘04 mm. and their length between 1 mm. and
25 mm. They appeared to be bast fibres and bore similarity to Linum
Usitatisium (flax) and Cannabis Sativa (Indian hemp)—miore to the latter,
Since a complete separation of the clay particles embedded in the
fibrous structure was not possible, their exact identification could not
be made.

The material on which the clay-coated manuscript in the Gilgit collec-
tion is written, appears to be akin to paper. It is a fibrous web bearing
surface coating of clay. As already pointed out, the fibres recemhi= those
of Cannabis Sativa and the coating is that of mineral gypsum. Fragments
of manuscripts of a similar type were discovered by Sir Aurel Stein
during his earlier expeditions in East Turkestan. The fibrous components
of these fragments have been identified as Boehmeria Nivea (Chinese
hemp). Boehmeria Nivea, popularly called China grass cloth fibre plant,
grew in the region extending to the north-west of the Himalayas, and was
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not unknown in India in those days*. Similarity between the clay-coated
Gilgit manuscript and those earlier discovered by Sir Aurel Stein in
East Turkestan suggests that these manuscripts might be of the same
origin. Itis inthat case probable that the fibres in the Gilgit manuscript
also are those of Boehmeria Nivea, or Rhea plant as it is known
in India. Fibres of the Rhea plant closely resemble these of the Indian
hemp’, and since some sort of natural gum is contained in them
a compact web could be formed from them®and a fine layer of clay
made to adhere to its surface.

It is, however, difficult to know the origin of the clay-coated manus-
cript in the Gilgit collection from the analysis of its material or the exa-
mination of its form and script. The pothi form and the Brahmi script of
the manuscript may point to its Indian origin, but most of the manuscripts.
discovered in East Turkestan (e.g., fragments of a palm leaf manuscript
from Kashgar in the Godfrey collection, a collection of manuscripts on
birch bark acquired by Lt. Bower from Kuchar, Weber and Macart-
ney collections, etc.) are in that script and on materials then in vogue in
India. Dr. Hoernle, who has edited some of these manuscripts, has
suggested that they might have been written by the Indians who migrated
to Kuchar (East Turkestan)®. The Chinese province of Sinkiang, now
almost a desert, was once a centre of learning where people using
different dialects' (Indian, Chinese, Tibetan, etc.) met and wrote books in
different languages and scripts. With the spread of Indian culture to China
Tibet and other countries at the time when Buddhism was at its peak the
scripts of the Buddhist works became the main vehicle of expression
of religious thought. No wonder that many manuscripts of the period
are found to be written in Indian scripts and to conform to the pothi
form. At the same time, there being a good deal of contact between
India and China during the period, the Buddhist monks going to China

~usually carried with them a plethora of India-produced manuscripts

which constituted their literary wealth. In the circumstances, it is
difficult to establish where precisely .the clay-coated manuscript in the
Gilgit collection might have been produced.

1, G. Watt., A Dictionary of the Economic Products of India (Calcutta, 18>89).
*. Ibid. .
&, Tavid Diringer, op. cit., pp. 362-64.



NEWS NOTES
INDIA
Obituary

We regret 40 announce the death in close succession of two promi-

nent members of the Indian Historical Records Commission: Dr. B. A,
Saletore, a former Secréary, who served the Journal as Chief Editor
from 1952 to 1956, and Col. R. H. Phillimore, who was associated with
1t from its very inception as one of its most scholarly contributors.

* Born in October 1900, Dr. Saletore took his M.A. degree from
the Bombay University in 1928, Ph.D. from the University of London
in 193t and D.Phil from the Giessen University in 1933. He started
his professional career as a Lecturer in History and Politics at Sir Para-
shurambhau College, Poona which he left in 1939 to join Lalbhai Dal-
patbhai Asts College at Ahmedabad. On being taken up in the Bombay
Educational Service towards the end of 1941 he was posted in the Gujarat
College where in course of time he rose to be the Head of the
Department of History.\He became Director of Archives Government
OWL and held that post for five years. There
after he was appointed Professor and Head of the Department of History
in the Karnatak University. He fetired from the service of the Univer-
sity in 1962 and died one year later, on 18 December, 1963. Dr. Saletore
was for many years a member of the Indian Historical Records Com-
mission, and in 1953 he represeitted India at the Second International
Congress on Archives held at The "Hague. A prolific writer he is the
author of several works, noteworthy among them being Social and Poli-
tical Life in the Vijayanagar Empire, Medieval Jainism, India’s Diplomatic
Relations with the West, India’s Diplomatic Relations with the East,
and Ancient Indian Political Thought and Institutions. His death is
deeply mourned by historians and archivists all over the country.

Col. Phillimore was born in England in 1879. Educated at Westmins-
ter School and Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, he was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers in 1898 and arrived
in India in 1900. After working as a Sapper Officer at Rangoon and
other places he joined the Survey of India at Dehra Dun in 1903, His
Survey career lasted for 31 years with a short break during Worid-Wer |
when he was placed on miliiary duty in Europe. He officiated as
Surveyor General of India in 1931, After his retiremens in 1934 he set
to work (o write a history of the Survey of India from the earliest days-
making Gulmarg his summer residence and Dchra Dun his winter re-
treat. On the outbreak of World War II he was appointed Officer-
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in-Charge of the Map Section of the General. Staff at Simla with the rank
of Captain. In 1942 he changed over to a civil post in tl.le Survey Hcad-
quarters at Delhi, and eventually took over t.he duties of Assistant
Director of the Military Circle looking after the interests f)f the Survey
personnel on active military service. He held that. post till 1946, Ope
of the most active members of the Indian Histo'nca-l Rgcords Commis-
sion he spent his entire retired life in India, dedicating it to the writing
of a history of the Survey of India, of whictt he was able to complete
no less than five volumes covering the period up to 1§61. A monument
alike of prodigious labour and profound scholarship ‘these volumes
constitute an unparalleled store-house of in'formatlon on survey,
explorations and map-making activities in Indla.from the qays of
Arab geographers till mid-nineteenth century. His dea}th, which took
place on 1 November 1964, has created a vacuum in the field of
scholarship which it will be difficult to fill.

National Archives of India

The Department was unable to accession during the two years
under review the non-current records of the Government of India and
its various agencies on a large scale due to paucity of storage space.

" Only such records as filled up the gaps in the existing series, or could

no longer be retained by the creating agencies, were accessioned: Notable
arhong the accessions were several sheets of maps pf Ind%an States
based on 1961 census and strip maps of certain areas, recewed' f.rom
the Bureau of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics and the Ministry
of External Affairs, respectively; a number of files of the Central Treasury,
Hyderabad (1921-53) ; and some index volumes (1858-1958) and authen-
ticated copies of Bills passed by State leglslatl_lrf:s and assented to .by
the President of India, both received from the Mmls.try of Home Affa%rs_
The programme of acquiring collections of private papers bearing
on modzern Indian history was vigorously pursued, and the valuable
acquisitions in this category include the personal cprrcspondence and
other paners of Ganesh S. Khaparde, a close associate of Lgkamanya
Tilak, and those of Gopal Krishna Gokhale, the celebrated Indian mode-
rate leader. The Department’s collections of papers of Mallatma
Gandhi and Dr. N. B. Khare were further enriched by the addition of a
few documents relating to the former’s life and some letters that passed
etween the latier and cerizin Indian leaders. The Deparimcnt iaiso ac-
quired collections of personal papers of late Dr. M. R. Jayakar,
V. Krishnaswami Aiyar and Purushotiam Dass Tandon,
Rare manuscripts in Persian and English acquired from pri-
vate custody by purchasec on the recommendaiion of the His.orical
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Documents Purchase Committee include “Shigarfnama”, a travelogue
containing an interesting account of European life from the Indian point
of view; “Sairat Manazil”, a topographical account of the principa]
buildings of Delhi; “Kitab-i-Falahat,” a work on agriculture; and
“Field Army Orders,” a collection of. Major General Sir Ewen Baillie’s
orders from his headquarters at Cawnpore to his field army between the
years 1807 and [810.

Under the programine of acquiring microfilm copies of records of
Indian interest available in repositories outside India the Department
received several rolls of Lord Dalhousie’s papers from the Scottish
Record Office, Edinburgh, of Lord Bentinck’s papers from the Nottin-
gham University, and of the papers of Lord Salisbury, Duke of Argyll,
Viscount Morley, Sir John Lawrence and Lord Curzon from the Com-
monwealth Relations Office, London.

The Departmental Library acquired over 2,200 books and about
700 volumes of periodicals. Among these were some rare publications
donated by the India International Centre, and a number of volumes of
gazettes received from the Central Secretariat Library and the Ministry
of Food and Agriculture.

Steady progress was made by the Department in preparing reference
media. Besides preparing lists of records of several agencies of the
Central Government, it listed the microfilm copies of records received
from foreign repositories, and the private papers of Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, Ganesh S. Khaparde, Badruddin Tyabji and Dr. N. B. Khare.
While Vol. 11 of the Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers in the National Ar-
chives of India, Bhopal was published, the Descriptive List of Secret De-
partment Records, Vol. Il (1776-80) was sent to the press and listing
of records of that Department for the year 1781-82 was completed.
The Persian Correspondence available among the Foreign Department
Proceedings pertaining to the period 1819-22 was handlisted, and catalo-
guing of the scals found among the Original Persian Letters Received
completed. The work of compiling Index to the Foreign and Political
Department Records, Vol, II (1781-83) made satisfactory progress.

Microfilming of the series Report on Native ~ Newspapers was
continued. Several volumes relating to Bengal (1916-29), Bomba
(1918-32), North-West Provinces (1891-1911), Assam (1907-11) and a
few other areas were microfilmed. Microfilm copies were also prepared
of the private papers of Gopal Krishna Gokhale and several volumes of
the daily Independent (1919-21), the bi-weekly Panjabee (1904-09), and
the weekly Organiser (1947-56).

As usual, the Department rendered technical service and advice to a
number of institutions and individuals on problems connected with the
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repair and rehabilitation of records, besides attending tto its nqrmal work
of preserving the records in its own custody. The microfilming of rare
manuscripts belonging to the Raza Library, Rampur was continued an.d
over 400 manuscripts were microf.ilmed. The mobile microfilming unit
of the Department visited Kathmandu for microfilming rare books in the
Bir Library there. It also visited Ahmedabad, Rajkot,‘Bhavnagar and
Bombay for microfilming documents relating tg Gandhiji.

The remaining two Research Fellows working in the Department
under the Research Fellowship Scheme finished their work during the
period under review. . . .

The Department continued to impart training in Archive-keeping, and
the trainees for the One-Year Diploma Course admitted to the sessions
commencing in September 1962 and 1963 completed their training. Five
trainees were admitted to the new session which began in October 1964,

Under the Publication Programme of the Department Fort
William-India House Correspondence, Vol. XV (Secret Department,
1782-86; Hony Editors : Prof. C. H. Philips and Dr. B.B. Misra) was
published, printing of Vol. VII (Home Department, 1773-76; Hony
Editor : Prof. 'R. P. Patwardhan) made further progress, and Vol. III
(Home Department, 1760-63; Hony Editor : Dr. R. R. Sethi) and
Vol. XXI (Military Department, 1797-1800; Hony Editor : Prof. S. R.
Kohli) were sent to the press. Selections from Educa{ional Records,
Vol. I, dealing with the development of university f:ducatxon (1860-87),
was also published, while the Calendar of Persian CorreSpf)ndenc.e
Vol. XTI covering the years 1794-95, was sent to the press. Bes.ldes this,
Selections from Ochterlony Papers (1818-25) was brought out in colla-
boration with the University of Calcutta, and printing of the Yolume
of Persian Akhbars being brought out in collaboration with the
University of Delhi neared completion. . .

Regional Office, Bhopal.—The normal work of checking, arranging
and listing the records acquired from the Government of the erstwhile
Bhopal State was continued, and the usual measures for their presgrva—
tion and maintenance were taken. Official agencies as well gs.prlvate
research scholars were helped in consulting records. The exhibition of
select documents of historical importance at the premises of the Office
continued to be popular. ‘ :

Goa Archives.—The administrative control of the Goa Archives at
Panjim has been transferred from the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
to the National Archives of India with effect from 1 October 1964,

National Committee of Archiyists

The Sixteenth Meeting of the National Committee of Atchivi_stjs
was held at Poona on 30-31 December 1963 with Shri K. D. Bhargava,

6-—3 Dir. of Arch./64
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Director of Archives, Government of India in the chair. Before taking
up discussion of the agenda the members observed silence for two
minutes as a mark of respect to the memory of Dr. S. N. Sen and Dr.
B. A. Saletore, former Directors of Archives, Government of India and
Shri S. Chidambaram, Curator, Madias Record Office. The Committee
then discussed- the action taken on its previous recommendations.
Reviewing the progress made by the various State Governments in the
survey and listing of records in private custody in connection with
the compilation of the National Register of Records, the Convener infor-
med the members that the Government of India had deferred decision
on the Committee’s recommendation in regard to the matching grants
for the States as most of the State Governments had not been spend-
ing the full amount of the sanctioned grants-in-aid. In regard to
the lamination of records he observed that flat-bed hydraulic machine
was useful for laminating documents in bulk, but for smaller reposi-
tories Barrow’s rotary laminator, which is cheaper, was quite suitable
though even that might be dispensed with if hand lamination process
using acetone could be introduced by such repositories. The
Committee reiterated the urgency of having suitable buildings for hous-
ing State archives and recommended early provision thereof by such
of the State Governments as did not have them. While considering the
proposal for allowing special pay to the employees working in the stack
areas of archives departments in view of the arduous nature of their
duties, the Committee recommended that, in the first instance, the
staff employed for dusting work in the stack areas be given
special pay since such work involved risk to the health of the workers,
Another recommendation of the Committee was that the Record Keepers
holding charge of the district and taluka Record Rooms should be
imparted training at the State Archives concerned. The Committee
also recommended provision of air-conditioned rooms for microfilms
and setting up of photostat and microfilm units at the State Archives.

The Committee’s Seventeenth Meeting was held at Trivandrum
on 7-8 December 1964 under the chairmanship of Shri K. D. Bhargava.
After observing silence for two minutes as a mark of respect to the me-
mory of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru and passing, a condolence resolution
on his sad demise, the Committee took up discussion of the action
taken on the recommendations made by it at its Sixteenth Meeting.
Some members pointed out the difficulties involved in the State Govern-
ments granting special pay to the employees working in the stack areas
of archives departments. It was therefore agreed that, as a first step,
the employees attending to dusting work in the stack areas be provided
with aprons and masks with a view to minimizing risk to their health,
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Discussing the need for having a set of uniform rules for weeding non-
current records, the Committee recommended that the State Govern-
ments should frame rules on the lines of those contained in the Central
Secretariat Manual of Office Procedure (4th edition, 1963). The Com-
mittee then dwelt on the undesirability of Record Offices in some States
forming part of the Secretariat set-up with common staﬁ, budget, etc

and recommended that early action should be taken by the State Go,verr;
ments concerned to have separate staff, etc. for Record Offices in the
interest of proper care and preservation of archives. Other recommenda-
tions of the Committee were that the State Governments should vest
powers of inspection and retirement of records in their respective Direc-’
tors of Archives, where such powers have not already been delegated
to them; and that the Government of India should make over to the
National =~ Archives of India the funds earmarked for grants-in-ajq to
State Governments participating in the National Register Scheme and
authorize the Director of Archives to allocate them to the States concern-
ed according to their requirements. The Committee decided to arrange
at its every meeting a symposium on technical problems concerning

. archives and manuscripts and to invite to it local custodians and owners

of archives and historical manuscripts. A symposium was accordingly
arranged at Trivandrum on “The Importance of Private Archives”.

Committee on Archival Legislation

The Government of India has accepted some of the recommendationg

~of the Committee on Archival Legislation and is considering others

Chief among those that have been accepted relate to the setting up of
zonal repositories and the treatment of records of the defunct Princely
States. As recommended by the Committee, no zonal repositories wiil
be set up in the country to house either non-current records of such
central agencies as may be located outside Delhi or State records of
‘national importance’. No special treatment will be accorded to the
records of the defunct Princely States. They are to be treated as in-
tegral part of the archives of the States in which they have merged. The
records of the defunct Bhopal State, which were taken over by the Cep-
tral Government and which are at present housed in the Regionai Office
at Bhopal, will be restored to the Madhya Pradesh Government after

. settling the date of transfer with that Government.

National Register of Records

The Government of India continued to give grants-in-aid to the
tates participating in the National Register Scheme. Survey of the
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to Russia free trade with India,
the Russian hydrographers
in the first decade of the 20th

and the correspondence between
and the Director of Indian Observatories
century. The Library of the Asian Peoples’
Institute at Leningrad contains the traval account of [I.P. Minayev
“who  was in India in 1880. The Céntral State Archives of Literature
and Art possesses the papers of Lebedeff, Russian proprietor of a
theatre in  Caleuttg round about 1795, The Scientific Research Insti-
tute of Oriental Studies at Tashkent has, among its nearly 16,000
manuscripts, a manuscript on Durranis. Tn short, the Indian delegates
felt that in the USSR there is a wealth of documentary materials

of Indian interest which needs tapping by Indian scholars with a
background of Russian history and language.

Andhra Pradesh

Principal accessions of the State Archives at Hyderabad during
1963 included, besides a few files of the erstwhile Hyderabad State
Secretariat, some maps, a large number of siyahias or marriage certificates,
and electoral rolls of Assembly constituencies. These records and some
others were checked and arranged, and several siyahas listed. The State
Archives indexed the names occurring in Shahjahani documents, catalo-
gued about a thousand Mughalia documents, and took in hand the prepa-
ration of descriptive lists of important documents in Gangakhed
collection, news-letters of Darbar-e-Moalla and rare manuscripts in its
own custody. The Farmans and Sanads of the Deccan Sultans was publi-
shed, while the Hand-book to the Records in the State Archives was sent
1o the press. In addition to this, a list of Prime Ministers of Hydera-
bad, together with the period for which they held office, from the earliest
times to 1948, was prepared and furnished to the Nizamat Atiyat of
Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad. A complete set of 278 volumes of the
official gazette of the former Hyderabad State, 1891-1947, was collected
gnd sent to the Indian Consulate in Geneva for presentation to the
library of the European Office of the United Nations on behalf of the
Government of India.

The Regional Historical Records Survey Committee, Andhra
Pradesh was reconstituted in October 1962. The six Sub-Com-
mittees under the Committee, constituted in December | 1959, were
abolished and, besides increasing the number of its non-official members,
the Committee was empowered to set up ad hoc regional
for the survey of records as and when necessary. The reconstituted
Committee consisted of 15 members including the Minister for Edu-
cation and the Director of the State Archives who are its ex-officio

committees
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President and Secretary respectively. The tenure of.oﬂice of the members
is two years. The Committee held_ its first meeting at Hyc!erabad on
8 July 1763 and, among other things, recommended appointment of
one Assistant Archivist for Telangana and two Research Scholars—
one for Rayalaseema and the other ff)r the Ar}dhra area other. tt}an
Rayalaseema for the work of collecting materl.a‘l for the compilation
of National Register of Records. Since the requisite staff could not be
provided, no survey work was done and no rf:cords were unearthed
by the Committee during the period under review.

Assam

The Secretariat Record Office accessioned during 1963 nearly
15,000 files belonging to the different Departments of the Secretariat,
and these were sorted out, made into bundles and kept on the shelves
properly arranged. The weeding of recor('is was continued and out of
14300 ‘B’ and ‘C’ cases that were examme'd 10,300 were destroye.d
Ai;out 250 books were added to the Oiﬁ?e library. These were classi-
fied and catalogued. The work of preparing 2 press-list of the records
of the divisional commissioners was taken up and nearly 3,200 files
were listed. Besides indexing five vplumes of pre-1874 fecords, the
Office made steady progress in compiling “amalgamated Index to Govern-
ment Proceedings for the year 1955. . |

The Regional Records Survey Commlttee for Assam at jts
meeting held on 10 February 1964 .dlscus'sed ways and means of un-
earthing documents and manuscrip.ts in private ?g'stody ml the .State,
and as a result of one of the resolutlon.s pz.issed.b)i it an f:lppez;) was issued
to the public in general for commflmc'atu.lg information a o;t I"CCOI‘ds
in the possession of families and institutions. For want of staff the
Committee could not make much progress in the s.urvzy fo rﬁcords.
Now that a Research Officer ha§ r(.acently‘becn .appo.mte or the pur-
pose, it expects 1o achieve its objective to its satisfaction.

Bihar

Accessions of the State Central Reco‘rds Office during 1963 con-
sisted of the Secretariat records of 1959 besides electoral rolls and gaz§t-
tes. Also records of pre-1901 period were brought from the District
Office, Chaibasa to the State Central Records Office. As' regards the
Library, about 150 new books of historlcgl and general interest were
purchased and added thereto. The Office listed letters from the Board
of Revenue to the Commissioner of Patna (1.85.9-73)’, took 1.1p the cata-
loguing and indexing of the Patna Commissioner’s English Corres-



- 80 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

papers and manuscripts in the possession of private individuals and ins-
titutions was undertaken by the State Governments of Bihar, Madras-
Mysore, Orissa, Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh, and the lists of such papers and manuscripts were furnished by
them to the National Archives of India. The lists received from Rajas-
than, Punjab, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa were scrutinized in the
National Archives during the period under review. The Government
of India has yet to implement the recommendation of the Committee
on Archival Legislation in regard to the appointment of suitable staff

at the Centre for looking after the work relating to the compilation of
the National Register of Records,

Indian History Congress

The Silver Jubilee Session of the Indian History Congress, which
was to have been held at Poona in December 1962 but had been post-
poned due to the breaking out of border conflict with China and the
Consequent proclamation of a national emergency, was held in the pre-
mises of the S. P. College, Poona from 27 to 29 December 1963 under the
joint auspices of the Poona University and the Bharata Itthasa Sam-
shodhaka Mandala. The Congress passed a condolence resolution
at the death of its three former General Presidents, Dr. Surendranath
Sen, Dr. Radhakumud Mukherjee and Sardar K. M. Panikkar, and of
Dr. B. A. Saletore, Prof. Shejwalkar, Prof. C. V. Joshi and Dr. D. C.
Ganguli. Prof. H. K. Sherwani of Hyderabad presided over the Session
and in his address he dwelt on the theme ‘Centres of Indian Culture’.
The sectional meetings for Ancient, Medieval and Modern periods of

Indian history were presided over by Shri M. N. Deshpande, Dr. V. G.
Hatalkar and Dr. Sukumar Bhattacharya

interesting papers were read at these meetings.

cripts, rare publications, etc. was organized in
sion.

The Twenty-sixth Session of the Indian History Congress was held
at Ranchi from 28 to 30 December 1964 under the auspices of the Uni-
versity of Ranchi. The Session was inaugurated by Shri Ananthasa-
yanam Ayyangar, Governor of Bihar and presided over by Dr. Bishesh-
war Prasad, Professor and Head of the Department of History, Uni-
versity of Delhi. Meetings of the Ancient, Medieval and Modern Indian
History Sections of the Congress were presided over by Dr. Sudhakar
Chatterjee, Dr. Ganda Singh and Dr. V. D. Rao respectively. Severa)
papers were read and discussed at these meelings.  As usual, an

exhibition of historical documents and manuscripts was organized
on the occasion of the Session,

An exhibition of manus-
connection with the Ses-

respectively, and a number of
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Indo-Soviet Cultural Exchange Programme relating to Archives

Under the above Programme two eminent Soviet archivists, Mr.
V.R. Kopylov, Director of the Central Archives pf October I‘{evolution,
U.S.S.R. and Mr. G. L. Dmitriev, one of the Directors of the Depart-
ment of Archives under the Council of Ministers, Uzbek S.S.R., had
been delegated to India in November-December 1962 w.ith the object
of studying and preparing lists for microfilmifig of archival documents
on the history of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. and Indo-Soviet relations,
and gaming acquaintance with the methods of preservation of
archival materials in tropical conditions. The dek'agates ha:d visited the
principal archival centres and historical manuscnpt reposuori?s in the
country, and acquainted themselves with the archival work being done
under the auspices of both the Central and the State Governments,

On reciprocal basis the Government of .lndia sent to the U,S.S,R_
in March 1964 a delegation consisting of Shri K. D. Qhargava, Director
of Archives, Government of India and Dr. N. K. Sinha, Head of 'the
Department of History, University of Calcutta, to study thg organiza-
tion of archival services in that country and to explore materials bgarmg
on modern Indian history in connection with the project (.)f the National
Archives of India for acquisition of microﬁlm copies of rqeco‘rds
and manuscripts of Indian interest available in foreign repositories.
The delegates visited records repositories and research libraries at
Moscow, Leningrad, Erivan, Tashkent. and Samaf'kand, and came across
a large number of documents throwing a new light on Indian history.
The Central Archives at Moscow was found' to possess several docu-
ments bearing on lIndo-Russian trade relations in the 17th century,
with numerous references to the Mughal campaigns in Central Asija.

. The State Archives at Erivan possesses a document of 340 pages rela-

ting to an Armenian’s trade activitics in India, besides thf: papers of
Nalbandian, the Russian writer and revolutionary who was in Calcutta
in 1860 in connection with a court case, and some man'uscriptgj, concern-
ing Nadir Shah, Sirajud-Daulah, Mir Qasim and Haider Ali. In the
State Archives of October Revolution there are, among other 'docu-
ments, a resumé of Indian politics in 1891, Maharaja Daleep Singh’s
letter to  Czar -Alexander 1T dated 10 May 1887, and the papers of a
Russian military attaché¢ in London concerning the revolt of 1857,
The record office in Leningrad has a letter written by a partner of Knoop
& Co. at Bombay to the Director of the Russian Steam Navigation
Company in Odessa. The Central State Archives of Navy at Lenin gl:ad has
in its custody a Russian officer’s report on the route to lIndna and
life in Bombay in 1763-64, the imperial decree of 1735 which assured
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pondence containing despatches from the Commissioner, Board of
Revenue to the Collector of Bihar, and prepared and published Conso-
lidated Index of the Political Department (1912-37). Other publications
of the State Central Records Office were Catalogue of Patna Commis-
sioner’s Records, 1813-53 and Documents on Mahatma Gandhi’s Move-
ment "1 Champaran, 1917-18. The Office also took in hand the work of
preparing a  Hand-book of Bhagalpur Revenue Records. Several volu-
mes of correspondence of‘Bhagalpur Commissioner’s office and revenue
records of Bhagalpur collectorate were examined in that connection
and extracts of important letters taken.

. The Regional Records Survey Committee, Bihar was reconstituted
n September 1962 consequent on the appointment of Dr. K. K. Datta
its Secretary, as Vice-Chancellor of the Magadh University. A signifi-
f:ant feature of the new constitution was the creation of Presidentship
in the Committee, which was conferred on Dr. Datta. Besides the
President, the reconstituted Committee consisted of 13 members appoint-
ed for three years. The members of the Committee put forth efforts to
explore, salvage and study public and private records in the State. Among
the private collections examined were those belonging to :late llyas
Rahmani of Champabagh, Darbhanga, Nawab Zainullah Hussain
Mirza of Khagra, Raja Bikram Sah of Ramnagar, and Fakhi-i-Alam of
Bhagalpur. These collections, comprising, besides historical, literary

and other manuscripts, farmans, parwanas, sanads, mahzarnamas, etc.,
were listed.

Jaminu and Kashmir

There are two repositories under the Archives Department of the
State  Government—one at Jammu and the other at Srinagar. That
at Jammu is located on the ground floor of the old Secretariat building
having underground accommodation which provides safety to vaiuable
records. The repository at Srinagar is housed in a spacious stone build-
ing in the Rajgarh premiscs. Besides racks and other fittings,
it is provided with galvanized almirahs for proper preservation of maps,
The proposal for constructing & new building on scientific lines is under
the consideration of the State Government.

During the period under review over 50,000 files were transferred
to the State Archives Department by the various Government agencies,
anq nearly as many files were listed. Some volumes of indexes to the
various series of records, sent (o the press earlier, were published and
work on the scheme of bringing out a voelume of Selections from the
Persian Records (1724-1899) was continued.  The number of publica-

tions added to the libraries attached to the two repositories was nearly
20,000.
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The State Regional Records Survey .Committee continued to func-
tion, and it succeeded in loi:ating at gertam places some valu'able paint-
ings and rare manuscripts in Sanskrit, Shgrfia, Hlnd{, Arabic and Per-
sian dealing with history, philosophy, religion and literature. On the
recommendation of the Committee nearly 450 of these manuscripts
were purchased by the Research Department of the Statg Government,
The question of reconstituting the Regional Records Survey Committee
is under the consideration of the State Government.

Kerala

The State Archives of Kerala was established in 1963 on the recom-
mendation of the Advisory Commmd by the Chief Minister.
The Education Secretary is the ex-officio Director of the State Archives,
and he has under him an Assistant Director and a special staff experien-
ced in archival work and expert in deciphering the old scripts of Kerala.
The staff has prepared lists of non-current regords preserved in the
four main repositories in the State—two at Trlvandrun} and one each
at Ernakulam and Kozhikode. The Advisory Commitiee’s proposals
for constructing a suitable building furnished with modern facilities
for the preservation, maintenance and utilization of old records, and for
bringing to the State Archives the entire non-current record collec.
tions which are more than ten years old, are under the active considera-
tion of the State Government.

The work of collecting data for the compilation of a National Regis-
ter of Records, formerly entrusted to the State Regional Records Sur-
vey Committce, has now been transferred to the State Archives which
has been attending to it under the direct supervision of an expert com.
mittee headed by the Education Secretary. Besides the annual grant-in-
aid sanctioned by the Central Government, the State Government has
provided additional funds for the efficient working of the project.

Madhya Pradesh

The Regional Records Survey Committee, Madhya Pradesh, Bhopat
in the course of its survey work came across a large number of papers of
the Subhedar family. These papers consisting of parwanas, sanads,
correspondence,” etc. in Marathi, Hindi and English belong to the nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries and are now in the custody of Shri
V. V. Subhedar of Lakshmipura, Sagar. The Committee also unear-
thed a large number of documents and manuscripts owned by Maharaja
Devendra Vijay Sinh of Ajaigarh, Madho Prasad of Katra, Maulvj
Aiyaz Ali Khan of Rewah, Sayyid Fateh Ali Khan of Datia, and others.
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Lists of these documents were prepared by the Survey Committee

and forwarded to the Government of India for the National Register of
Records.

Madias

The Mad-as Record Office accessioned during the period under
review the Secretariat records relating to the years 1959 and 1960,
certain series of record$ of the High Court and the Directorate of
Agriculture, and records of the Board of Revenue for 1952 and of the
Chief Conservator of Forests for 1950-52. It continued the work of
listing the Persian records. The Public Despatches from England,
Vol. 57 (1753-54), the Catalogue of Books, etc. registered at the Office
of the Registrar of Books, 1901-10, and the Catalogue of the Madras
Record Office Publications were issued, while the Public Despatches
from England, Vol. 58 (1754-55) and the Catalogues of Books, etc. regis-
tered at the Office of the Registrar of Books during 1911-15 and
1915-16 were sent to the press.

The work of revising the Disirict Gazetteers was continued by the
State Editor and the special staff employed under him for the purpose.
The District Gazetteers of Coimbatore and Salem were sent {0 the press,
the Kanyakumari District Gazetteer was made ready for the press,’
the work of preparing the Tirunelveli District Gazetteer was con-
tinued and that of preparing the District Gazetteers of Ramanathapu-
ram, Niligris and Tiruchirapalli was taken in hand.

The State Record Office gave effect to the recommendaiion of the
Archival Legislation Committee for re-integrating with the records of
the States concerned the common records of the former British India
and Indian States which were kept separate on the eve of the introduc-
tion of provincial autonomy.

At the meetings of the Regional Committee for Survey of Historical
Records, held on 16 February 1963, 7 September 1963 and 24
February 1964, various items were discussed and the decisions forwarded
to the State Government. Suggestions were put forward by the members
for enlisting increased public cooperation in the matter of collecting
historical records lying in private custody. The importance of frequent
radio talks and contribution of articles to leading - newspapers by
members was also stressed. The Convener of the Committee requested
that an extensive tour of the Salem, Chingleput, Tirunelveli and Rama-
nathapuram districts for the purpose of collecting or listing historical
fiocuments had brought to light, among others, over 3,000 letters,
including those from A. O. Hume, Gandhiji and Dadabhai Naoroji,
left behind by Sri Vijayaraghavachari of Salem; original sanads of
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Tipu Sultan in the possession of Shri D. K. Gurunathan Chettiar of
Dharmapuri; and correspondence between the Zamindar of Uthumalal
and the Collector of Tirunelveli, 1850-69, in the custody of Shri N. H,
Pandian of Veerakeralamputhur. The Convener further stated that over
2,000 documents had been listed*for the National Register of Records.

Maharashtra

During 1963 the State Department of Archives at Bombay received
for custody 262 rumals of Chitnishi Records, covering the years 1800-
1850, from the Raja Saheb of Sangli and 447 files of the period 1722-
1859 relating to the Mayor’s Court, Recorder’s Court, etc. from the
High Court, Bombay. It also received over 5,000 publications, in-
cluding gazettes. A few microfilm copies of Marathi documents in
Modi script acquired by it related to Nizamul-Mulk Asaf Jah. Ad-
ditions to the Departmental Library comprised over 2,000 publica-
tions. The Department made steady progress in cataloguing the Com-
mercial Department Diaries. While it published the Manual of Office
Procedure which is meant for official use only, it made ready for the
press the second issue of the Archives Bufletin.

The Alienation Office, Poona, besides attending 1o its normal work
of repairing and maintaining its records, arranged subjectwise docu-

~ ments in the Shahu Daftar Rumals Nos. 49 to 56, and completed

indexing of 26,796 documents of the Shahu Daftar and 149 documents
from the “Papers selected for further Research”.

The Kolhapur Record Office, took steps to keep its records in
a satisfactory state of preservation. It opened a regular Mending
and Repairing Section on a small scale, and repaired some of the Bavda
Jagir Records and Nivadi Records. It also listed and numbered
13,874 documents contained in rumal Nos. 36-46 among the Kagal
Nagadi Records, and indexed 10,700 documents included in rumal .
Nos. 1883 of the Nivadi Records.

The State Board for Historical Records and Ancient Monuments
was teconstituted in July 1963 and renamed Maharashtra State
Board for Archives and Archaeology. The first meeting of the recons-
tituted Board was held in Bombay on 2 September 1963. Among the
resolutions passed at the meeting were those relating to the acquisition
of antiquities in the possession of Shri Lamture, preservation of wall
paintings at different places in the State, and survey of the Markinda
fort. '

As a result of the survey conducted on behalf of the State Board
some farmans throwing light on the family of Netaji Palkar and three
manuscripts in Marathi entitled *‘Shri Krishna Dayarnavache Shishya”,
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“Sbri Kaustubha” and “Mukundraj Shishya” were discovered by some
of its members during their tour in Vidarbha and Marathwada.

Mysore

The Regional Committee for the Survey of Historical Records,
Mysore carried on search for documents and manuscripts in private
custody and came across large collections at some places, chief among
them being the records in the Phalamar math, Udipi. These records
belong to the period 1810-60 and throw light on the social, political
and economic conditions in South Kanara. Most of the documents
deal with financial transactions and are signed by the revenue or judicial
authorities of the district. There is also among these records a register
containing copies of the orders issued by Virbhadra Nayaka and other
Keladi kings, Hyder Ali, Tipu Sultan, Krishna Raja Wodeyar, etc.
as also copies of the letters written to these rulers by the pontiffs of the
various maths of Udipi in regard to certain affairs of the Krishna temple.
Other records surveyed and listed by the Committee include those
located at Arakalgud and in the Jogi math and in the palace at Vittal.

Orissa

The Orissa State Archives at Bhubaneswar, previously under the
control of the Director of Public Instruction, was placed under the con-
trol of the Director of the newly created Cultural Aflairs Department
with effect from 3 November 1962 and the designation of the head of the
State Archives changed from Curator 1o Assistant Director of Archives.

While no records worth mentioning were accessioned by the State
Archives during 1962-63, 140 rare and valuable books acquired mostly
by purchase were added to the Archives Library. On the publication
side, the State Archives compiled Vol. IV of the Guide to Orissan Re-
cords and sent the same (o the press. It also took in hand the collec-
tion of data relating to the evolution of different administrative de-
partments under the early British rule.

Punjab

Owing to the non-availability of suitable accommodation the
Punjab State Archives could not acquire a large bulk of non-current
T‘ecords during 1963, the only noteworthy acquisition worth mention-
ing being 62 files pertaining to the defunct Narendra Guards. Patiala.
The work of acquiring microfilm copies of records having a bearing

on the history of Northern India in general and Punjab in particular
was, however, continued though only six reels covering the years 1843-45
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could be acquired. Lack of microfilming facilities prevented the
State Archives from making satisfactory progress in this work. The
State Archives also acquired by purchase about 50 manuscripts and
115 rare books of historical and literary value. Most of these books
and manuscripts came to light in the course of survey of historical
records in the Patiala district. Another important &cquisition con-
sisted of 24 miniature paintings, on ivory, of certain historical perso-
nages. About 2,000 books, periodicals and other publications were
added to the reference Library of the State Archives. Besides check-
ing and arranging certain series of records, the State Archives listed
a number of files of the erstwhile States of Patiala, Nabha, Nalagarh
and Malerkotla as well as those of the Chamber of Princes, and indgxed
the Dharmarth Records of the former Patiala State and PEPSU. Td
organize and encourage research work and to afford necessary facilities
to research scholars a Research Section was established in the State
Archives. ; '

Under the scheme sponsored by the Government of India for the
compilation of a National Register of Records, a survey of records was
carried out by the State Regional Records Survey Committee in the
districts of Patiala, Kangra, Sangrur, Bhatinda, Mahendergarh, Ambala,
Jullundur and Ferozepore, and over 1,800 rare books, manuscripts and
documents were unearthed and those of archival value listed. The do-
cuments, most of which are sanads, parwanas, farmans, murasiajat,
etc., throw light on the political conditions in the Kangra District
during the ‘Mutiny’, early incursions of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in the
cis-Sutlej territories, relations between the chiefs of the cis-Sutlej
States and the English, land revenue system in Nabha, etc.

Rajasthan

The Rajasthan State Archives continued to implement the State
Government’s decision to centralize records of permanent value by
shifting them from the various district repositories to the central repo-
sitory at Bikaner. During 1963-64 the examination and weeding of
records in most of the district repositories were completed and the
records found fit for permanent retention brought to Bikaner. Conse-
quent on the shifting of these records the number of district repositories
stood teduced from twenty to five. The Department completed the
sorting and arranging of a large bulk of these records. To provide
adequate storage space in the State Archives the State Government
had already started the construction of a new block on the western
side of the main building. The construction work neared completion
during the period under review. Construction was, however, completed
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of a new Research and Preservation wing for which funds had earlier
been sanctioned by the State Government with a view to providing
modern amenities and better facilities to the scholars visiting the State
Archives in connection with their research work.

The State Archives Department, *besides attending to its normal
duties of arranging, listing and repairing records, took in hand the work
of preparing a Descriptive List of Jaipur Records and made good pro-
gress therein. The work of preparing a comprehensive history of Rajas-
than entitled “Rajasthan through the Ages” also made satisfactory
progress, and the first volume was sent to the press. In addition
to this, the Department completed the collection and collation of all
available material concerning late Shri Jai Narain Vyas with a view to
preparing a commemoration volume on his life.

The State Archives pursued with vigour the work of surveying
historical documents, manuscripts and paintings in private custody
in the State. 1t drew up reports covering detailed descriptive lists of the
materials traced, and periodically submitted them to the Government
of India for the National Register of Records. Noteworthy amon.g
the records unearthed are those in the personal custody of the Maharaja
of Bikaner relating to the complaints lodged by certain jagirdars of the
then princely State of Bikaner against the Bikaner Durbar. These
records, actually forming part of the Residency records, appear to
have been handed over to the Maharaja by the British Resident on the
lapse of paramountcy in 1947. Another collection of historical docu-
ments was located at Bilara in the custody of the Dewan of the place.
Some of these documents belong to the reign of Aurangzeb and are of
historical value, particularly the bahis which contain important his-
torical information not available elsewhere. Also worthy of mention
are the files belonging to the Praja Mandal Units in the erstwhile princely
States of Sirohi and Jodhpur. They reflect the national aspiration of the
people of the places concerned and their contribution to the freedom
movement. These files are now in the custody of the District Congress
Committees working in those areas.

Uttar Pradesh

There were hardly any fresh accessions of records in the State
Archives during 1963-64 due to paucity of storage space. The work of
preparing inventories, card catalogues, etc. was, however, continued
and satisfactory progress made therein. Collection of information for
inclusion in the National Register of Records was also continued. As a
result of the survey of several places, 14 manuscripts and 175 documents
were salvaged.
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The State Regional Records Survey Committee examined 3 number
of manuscripts in private custody but found none of them worthy of
acquisition,

West , Bengal

The West Bengal State Archives continued to function during 1963
as a branch of the Education Department of, the State Government
Pending the appointment of Director of Archives, the Assistant Directoll
of Archives held overall charge of the State Archives. The Keeper of the
Records was redesignated as the Keeper of the Records (Current),
and a new post of the Keeper of the Records (Historical) was created.
The Keeper of the Records (Current) held charge of the munimeni
rooms at the Writers” Buildings where records from 1902 onwards are
preserved, while the other Keeper was placed in charge of the muniment
rooms at 6, Bhowani Dutt Lane where pre-1902 records are housed.

The records accessioned by the State Archives comprised 7,309
files belonging to certain departments of the West Bengal Secretariat
and covering the period 1952-55. These records were checked, arranged
and placed on the shelves. The files of the various departments of (he
Secretariat for the year 1935 were appraised and 1,455 files considered
unworthy of retention were marked for destruction.

INTERNATIONAL
International Federation for Documentation

The Twenty-ninth Conference of the International Federation for
Documentation was held at Stockholm, Sweden from 30 Septembe,
to 6 October 1963. It was attended by about 150 representatives from
27 countries and 6 international organizations. The first part of the
Conference was devoted to meetings of 14 study committees on such
technical subjects as medical documentation, classification research
mechanized storage and retrieval of information, etc. The second par;
included sessions of the General Assembly of the FID and public meetings
on regional cooperation in documentation, particularly in Scandinavian
countries.

The Thirtieth Conference of the Federation, organized by the
General Secretariat of FID, took place in Scheveningen, The Hague
from 21 to 26 September 1964. Over 100 experts from 27 COuntrie;
and 9 delegates from 7 international organizations attended the meetings
The General Assembly of the Federation, after approving the by dget;
for 1965 and 1966 and transacting other business, re-elected Dr., Adkinson
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as President of FID for the term 1966-68. Thereaftcr study committees
met for discussion of technical aspects in such fields as linguistic
problems, mechanized storage and retrieval, training of documentalists,
technical information for industry and the Universal Decimal Classifica-
tion for chemistry, agriculture, mediéine and transport engineering.

" International Association of Documentalists

An International Association of Documentalists has recently been
established with its temporary headquarters in Paris and Dr. J. Sumain
as the Secretary-General. The Association’s aims include the develop-
ment of the teaching of documentary techniques; study of problems
relating to the presentation of publications; and exchange of docu-
mentalists between national centres.

Anglo-American Conference of Historians

The Thirty-sixth Anglo-American Conference of Historians met
at the Institute of Historical Research, London from 11 to 13 July 1963.
Prof. Brand presided over the opening session at which Prof. Hurstfield
spoke on ‘The Age of Political Corruption’. At the concluding general
meeting, Prof. J. H. Franklin spoke on ‘The Military Occupation of the
South’. Among the subjects on which papers were read at the various
sectional meetings and lively and learned discussions held, mention
may be made of ‘The Rise of Disraeli’, by R. W. Blake; ‘The Historical
Interest of the Alfredian Translations’, by Prof. Whitelock; *British
Policy towards the United States, 1783-93’, by Prof. C. R. Ritcheson;
‘Elizabethan Separatism’, by Prof. Carlson; ‘The Union of the Crowns’,
by Prof. D. Willson; ‘The Expansion of New Monastic Orders,
c. 1050-1150°, by J. C. Dickinson; ‘The Education of the Nobility in
Later Medieval England’, by K. B. MacFarlane; ‘Learning and Heresy
in the Later Middle Ages’, by Dr. G. Leff; ‘Bonaparte at Boulogne’,
by Prof. R. G. Glover; and ‘British Railroad Builders along the Lower
Danube, 1856-69’, by Dr. J. H. Jensen.

The Thirty-seventh Anglo-American Conference of Historians was
held at the University of London on 9, 10 and {1 July 1964. There
were two general meetings and ten sectional meetings, held either in
the Beveridge Hall of the Senate House or in the England Room at the
Institute of Historical Research. The opening meeting was addressed
by Mr. G. C. Morris on the subject of ‘Shakespeare’s Politics’, with the
Right Honourable J. Enoch Powell, M.P., in the chair. At the closing
meeting, over which.-Prof. R.A. Humphreys presided, Prof, C. L. Mowat

read a paper on ‘War’s Transformations : the Experience of Britain and
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the United States in the First World War’. The various sections of th
Conference heard papers on the following subjects : ‘Some Problems of
Anglo-Saxon Diplomatic’, by Dr. P. T. Chaplais; ‘Who were farming the
English Demesnes at the End of the Middle Ages?, by Prof, F.R.H.
Du Boulay; ‘The Conquest of Violence in Early Modern England’s
by Prof. L. Stone; “‘Charles II and the Popish Plot’, by Prof. W.G. Simon -
‘Town Planning in Bloomsbury, 1776-1900°, by Dr. D. J. Olsen; ‘Thé
Conservative Character and Radical Conseqtences of the American
Revolution’, by Prof. W. H. Nelson; ‘A Tour of Crotchet Castle : the
Dissemination of Useful Knowledge at Small Expense’, by Prof, C, F.
Mullet; ‘British Electoral Geography, 1885-1910°, by Dr. Henry Pelling;
‘Appeasement—the Rise of a Revisionist School’, by Mr. D. C. Watt;
and ‘The Public Records, the Historian, the National Interest and Official
Policy’, by Mr. H. G. Nicholas. On the occasion of the Conference there
was the customary exhibition of historical works published in the United
Kingdom during the previous twelve months.

International Conference on Asian History

An International Conference on Asian History was held at the Unj-
versity of Hong Kong from 31 August to 5 September 1964. It was spon-
sored by the International Association of Historians of Asia (Philippines),
International Conferencc of South East Asian Historians (Malaysia), Far
Eastern Pre-History Association, and Indian History Congress. The
Organizing Committee had for its Chairman Prof. Brian Harrison of
the Department of History, University of Hong Kong. More than g
hundred delegates from all over Asia and other parts of the world at.
tended the Conference, and about sixty papers on different aspects of
the history of Asia were read and discussed. Dr. S. P. Sen, one of the
representatives of the Indian History Congress at the Conference proposed
at the Business Meeting that holding occasional and disconnected Inter-
national Conferences on Asian History should be replaced by setting up
a permanent Asian organization which would call such conferences at
regular intervals. The proposal is expected to be given serious consi-
deration at the next conference to be held at Kuala Lumpur in 1967,

UNESCO’s Mobile Microfilm Unit in the U.A.R.

Under its technical aid programme the UNESCO sent its Mobil,
Microfilm Unit to Cairo (U.A.R.) in February 1963. The Unit stayed
there for 15 months to carry out the following work: (i) to microfilm
valuable manuscripts, records, printed books, etc. in order to preserve

them and make them available for students and research worke

IS
7—3 Dir. of Arch./64 !



94 THE INDIAN ARCHIVES

(i) to train Egyptians in microfilm techniques; (iii) to suggest to
the national authorities the installation or improvement of microfilm
services in the country; and (iv) to make a list of microfilmed materials
in order to inform people of what has been photographed in the U.A.R.

The manuscripts to be reproduced were selected in the Egyptian
Library and in the University of Al-Azhar, and the series microfilmed
were : A (Azhar), B (Library), and C (Private collections deposited in the
Egyptian Library). Selection of the manuscripts was done on the basis of
their value and antiquity in all fields of cultural interest. The Unit
microfilmed 2,028 manuscripts totalling more than 900,000 pages on 611
Tolls of negative film. A mimeographed list of all the manuscripts that
were microfilmed is now available in the National Library at Cairo.

UNITED KINGDOM
Public Record Office

During 1962 records covering some 9,000 feet were received
in the Public Record Office, London for permanent preservation. The
new accessions included the wills of 28 notable persons (including Drake,
Shakespeare and Nelson) received for custody from the Principal Probate
Registry, and the census returns for 1861 from the General Register
Office. The total foot-run of records in the custody of the Office at the
end of the year was about 250,000. Of this two-fifths was at Ashridge

and consisted in the main of records not yet open under the
'50-year rule.

Thirty-five departments made use of the intermediate repositories
ut Hayes and Yeading for the storage of records which had passed out of
current administrative use and for sorting them into those to be destroyed
and those to be selected for permanent preservation. The foot-run
occupied at the end of the year was about 630,000. Besides prepar-
ing lists of certain classes of records, the Public Record Office pub-
lished during the year the Calendar of Liberate Rolls, Vol. V (1260-67),
Curia Regis Rolls, Vol. XIV(1230-32), and Calendar of Treasury Books,
Vol. XXXII, Part I (1718). A revised edition of the Guide for
-Departmental Officers, and a new edition of the Guide to the Contents
of the Public Record Office* in two volumes were published. The
Office proposes to produce a series of hand-books to help users to find
their way among certain classes of records ; the first will be a guide
to the records of the Colonial Office and Dominions Office, and this
will be followed by a catalogue of maps among the public records
relating to the British Isles, and a list of Cabinet papers, 1880-1914,

*A review of the Guide appears elsewhere in the issye,
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The Office has begun a new programme of publishing original
public records on 3x5-inch micro-opaque cards. The card series so
far brought out under this programme are : Privy Council Registers,
Charles I, June 1631-May 1937, and Treasury Minute Books, 1719-22
and 1725-28. The series expected’to be published soon will cover selec-
ted materials from Confidential Prints—volumes in the» Foreign Office
and Colonial Office records in which were printed the principal dispatches
and proceedings relating to particular incidents or negotiations. Also
to be put on cards are certain unpublished search-room lists, inclu-
ding the entire Colonial Office class list and a list of the protocols of
treaties among the Foreign Office records, 1778-19Q2. If these publicas
tions prove successful, and if the demand is sufficient, mjcro-
opaque cards will be issued for such series as the Sgcretary of State’s
out-letter books (domestic and foreign) for the eighteenth century;
minutes of the Treasury and Board of Trade from the mid-eighteenth
century onwards ; and further volumes of Confidential Prints and
search-room lists.

Advisory Council on Public Records

The Advisory Council on Public Records met four times during
1962, on 1 March, 21 June, 10 October. and 13 December. The
specialist Committee on Publications appointed by the Council to
advise it on publication policy, held mee.tmgs on 10 January, 14 May
and 16 July under the chairmanship of Sir Goror}wy Edwards. There
was also a meeting of 2 small sub-committee which examined modern
photocopying methods in relation to publications.

The Council considered at its meetings the proposals which certain
departments had made for excluding certain r?cords fr.om the. 50-year
rule and as a result of the advice tendered by it from time to time, four
Instruments were signed during the year, withholding public access to
sixteen classes of records until they are 100 years old and grantmg. access
to two other classes when they are five years old. Tk'le Council also
considered another aspect of access, namely, t.he question of places of
deposit of public records, other than the Public Record. Office. It' felt
that the policy of unified control .advocated by the Grigg Committee
might be endangered by the appointment of a ngmt?er of departmental
record offices. It therefore suggested tpat applications from depart-
ments and other bodies for being app.omted as places of deposit for
‘their own-records be viewed with caution. '

The} Publications™ Committee pf the Advisory Cou1:1cil at its
meeting held on 10 January 19§2 decided t‘o undertake a detailed survey
of record publications with a view to finding zo'ut whether the resources
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of thf? Pu!)lic Record Office were being used in the ways most profitable
for historical sc.holarship. To this end ten informal working parties were
set up, each being led by a member of the Committee. After the survey

was complete it was considered by the Committee at a meeting on 14 May

and, as a result, the Keeper of Public Records undertook to prepare
a draft five-year publications programme. On 16 July the Committee
examined the programme and approved it on the understanding that it
would meet again after about two years and, in the light of the

progress made till then, consider the advisability of continuing the
programme,

House of Lords Record Office

In 1963 the records of Parliament were re-installed in the Victoria
Tower the reconstruction of which, begun in 1948, concluded in Novem-
ber 1962 when the entire Tower was handed back to the Record Office
for use. The House of Lords Record Office, like so many other Record
Offices in England, has in recent years been visited by rapidly increasing
number of students. In 1963-64 these reached the highest total since
the Office was established. A considerable percentage of students
was engaged in historical research at an advanced level, and their work
concerned the most diverse matters, often far removed from the history
of Parliament itself. The immediate result of this development was
increased pressure on the staff from day to day, and inevitable distraction
from long-term projects such as the preparation of further volumes of
the Calendar of Manuscripts and of a general guide to the records. How-
ever, the Office made appreciable progress in certain other aspects of
routine work, notably in the physical repair of documents, and in the
accessioning and listing of recent deposits.

The records received by the Office for preservation during the period
under review include, among others, the Acts of Parliament and Measures,
1961-62; Public Bills Files, 1961-63; Reports of the Committee on
Public Petitions, 1945-62; Westminster Munitions Factory records,
1942-45; Speeches of Sir Walter Mildmay, 1570-93; Grant of Arms to the
City of Westminster, 1601; and additional personal and official papers
of Sir John Shaw-Lefevre, 1782-1847.

British Museum

Among the significant additions to the collections of
in the Museum during 1963-64 is a group of fifteen original
ing in date from 1420 to 1467, relating to the family of Caxt
Wratting in Suffolk. The earliest of the deeds, executed in 14

manuscripts
deeds, rang-
on, of Little
20, relates to

NEWS NOTES 97

the acquisition of the manor of Little Wratting by Philip Caxton and
his wife. This group of documents, throwing as it dqes valuable light on
one branch of the Caxton family, constitutes a major addition to our

‘knowledge of its ramifications in the fifteenith century, and to this extent,

brings us one step nearer to the 'sqlution of that fascinafing problem, the
antecedents of the first English printer. Some: other noteworthy acces-
sions consist of : the papers of the Fox and allied families; diary of Sir
william Trumbull, diplomatist, 1685-91; correspondence of Sir William

* Hamilton, British envoy at Naples, 1766-1800; letters of Field-Marshal

Sir Charles Henry Brownlow, mostly relating to campaigns on the
North-West Frontier, 1854-76; maps and ske.tches of the First Afghan
War; and Corsespondence of Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, President
of the League of Nations, 1923-45.

The Trustees of the British M.useum have bpen reconsidering their
policy with regard to the withholding frc?m public use of papers forming
part of their collections which are of possible value to studegts. Generally
speaking, these papers are those of .modern statesmen, c}lplomats and
other persons who have taken part in Government service or public
life. Until recently they were normally reserved. for 50 years from
the dates of their creation. It has now been decided to observe the

ing rules @
follog;nsvhere the donor of a collection makes his own stipulations ag
to restriction of access and the Trustees accept or have accep-
ted the collection subject to those stipulations, the stipulations
will be observed ; and . .

(ii) Papers which are clearly identifiable l?y their marking as being
the property of H.M. Government will be reserved under the
existing 50-year rule as applied to Departmental papers. This
restriction would be reviewed if there was any change in the
current Departmental practice.

Bodleian Library

The Bodlcian Library acquired during the' period under review
several manuscripts, noteworthy among them being the papers of Re-
verend William Gilpin (1724-1804) containing his correspondence with
William Mason, Mary Hartley and other contemporaries and the manu-

ints of nearly all his printed works, including the original illustrated
sC Pb oks, drafts, and final versions of his observations on landscape
notebo m’a de on ;ketching tours of Great Britain; the Kenneth Grahame
scenel'ywhich include a large number of letters and several short essays
Papersd dresses; and the correspondence of Mary Monica and Robert
;r;?dgaes with Edward Johnston (1899-1920).
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The Library has begun publishing thousands of slides and filmstrips
photographed in colour direct from original illuminated manuscripts,
Apart from art history, classical and medieval literature, religious know-
ledge and book production, these cover such diverse subjects as music
and dancing, medicine and astronomy, costume and calligraphy, etc.
Some compris¢ complete series of 1l the pictures in a single volume,
while others are selected with the aid of a large subject index to illustrate
some single topic like sports and pastimes. Brief descriptive notes
accompany most filmstrips. These films give direct contact with visual
-aids produced by specialists in the past and illustrate life five centuries
ago and more. This scheme makes it possible to avoid much handling
of originals while at the same time allows wider public a sight of
medieval pictures, in most cases never hitherto published.

John Rylands Library

Among the recent additions to the Manuscripts Department of the
Library is a small collection of letters written to the Hon. Henry Edward
Fox, later 4th and last Lord Holland, by Margaret, Countess Compton,
later Marchioness of Northampton. Although only forty in number
they comprise over 160 pages and date from October 1825 to August
1829. Apart from the personal side, their value is mainly social and
literary. Another noteworthy acquisition of the Library is a further
portion of the collection of records of the old Lancashire family of
Byrom. The additional documents cover the years 1659-1733 and
relate mainly to Joseph Byrom.

The recent publications of the Library include, among several
others, Studies in the Late Egyptian Documents Preserved -in the John
Rylands Library by E. A. E. Reymond, Lecturer in Coptic Studies in
the University of Manchester.

On the occasion of the Second International Conference of Ethiopic
Studies which was held in Manchester from 8 to 11 July 1963 under the
patronage of H. I. M. the Emperor of Ethiopia, the Library arranged a
special exhibition of its Ethiopic manuscripts and printed books.
The exhibits remained on display throughout July and August and most
of September.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
National Archives and Records Service

Noteworthy accessions of the National Archives and Records
Service during 1963-64 were: papers and photographs assembled by
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David Lagge Brainard during his service with the Lady Franklin Bay
Expedition to the Arctic and his subsequent military service, 1881-1918:
records of the Army War College, 1904-20; minutes of the Board 0;‘
Directors and Executive Committee of the Federal Farm Morteage
Corporation, 1934-61; original er certified copies of treaties and o:thger
international, agreements of the United States, 1957-58 and 1961-62:
records of the National Forest Reservation Commission, 191]-52 relét’
ing to the acquisition of lands for national forests in eastern iJniteci
States; Army Air Force Combat Films relating to the activities of the
AAF during World War II; correspondence, reports and claims files
relating to fiscal relationships of the United States with other countrigs
1917-41; records of the Eighty-fifth Congress of the United Stateg HOuse,
of Representatives, including records of standing and select committees:
microfilm copies of captured records of the German Foreign Ministr ’
1940-41; copy of the Imperial Japanese Government’s declaration Z}‘
war on the United States and Great Britain, 1941, etc.

The National Archives has been compiling preliminary inventories
of the materials in some 350 record groups in which its holdings
have been divided. Several such inventories giving an overall picture
of these materials have been issued. Among those published durin
the period under review mention may be made of : Records of 1}5
Supreme Court of the United States; Records of the National Board
of Health; Records Relating to U. S. Claims Against the Central Powers.
Records of the Bureau of Agricultural and Industrial Chemistry’.
Records of the Office of Territories; . Records of the Smaller Wgy
Plants Corporation; and Records of the Commissioner of Railroads.

The National Archives has recently assumed the responsibility of
preparing Guides to German Records Microfilmed at Alexandfia, Va
as part of its programme of facilitating the use of records in its custod);,
Previously the guides used to be prepared by the COmmittee'
for the Study of War Documents of the American Historical
Association.

National Historical Publications Commission

At its meeting held at the National Archives building on 10-1}
March 1964 the National Historical Publications Commission decided
to sponsor the preparation of a Guide to Archival and Manuscript Sour-
ces in the, United States Relating to Africa as proposed by the African

Studies Association and paralleling a series of similar guides for African

materials in Europrean countries initiated by the International Council
on Archives. The Commission also decided to employ as editor of the
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Territorial Papers Series a specialist in the history of the American West
who may complete the unfinished volumes relating to the territory of
Wisconsin, continue with the plans to publish -volumes for the next three
territories, i.e., Iowa, Minnesota and Oregon, and submit a reconsidered
plan in respect of the papers of all subsequent territories. Besides the
above, the Commission approved of Donald Jackson’s proposal to assem-
ble, edit and publish the documents relating to the two exploratory
expeditions led by Gen. Zébulon M. Pike.

The United States Government has recently enacted legislation
authorizing the National Historical Pubiications Commission to make
grants to aid in the arrangement, description and publication of docu-
mentary source materials significant to the history of the United States.
The Commission is now seeking appropriations that will permit it to
implement this authorization.

Library of Congress

During 1963-64 the Library of Congress acquired, among other
papers, 38 letters written by Andrew Jackson to Amos Kendall, Post-
master General under President Jackson and Van Buren, between 1827
and 1845, as also the papers of Robert R. Hitt, Member of Congress
from Illinois, 1882-1906, of George Washington Lay, Representative
from New York, 1833-37, and of Oswald Veblen ( 1880-1960), American
mathematician of the Institute for Advanced Study. Another acquisi-
tion of the Library consisted of some 300 papers presented by William
Weber Coblentz as an addition to the biographical material he gave
to the Library in 1952. These papers include, besides his correspon-
dence, a diary kept by him during a solar eclipse expedition to Sumatra
in 1926, notebooks on stellar and planetary radiation and on stellar
radiometry. The Library also acquired a manuscript book of flute
tunes composed in the early nineteenth century and reflecting musical
tastes, social customs, military events and even world politics. Also
worthy of mention is Thomas Jefferson’s own copy, in its original boards,
of Volume VI, Part I, of the Transactions of the American Philosophical
Society, received as a gift from the Houghton Library at Harvard Uni.
versity. President Jefferson’s secret marks of identification are available
at two places therein. This copy was probably among those items of
his library which were sold in 1829.

The Library has recently published the second issue of the National
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections in two volumes. The publica-
tion, like its first issue,is of great use to researchers on any aspect of
American life. Covering as it does a number of repositories for which

Loa o bt
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there are no published guides, the catalogue yields data about many
collections not described elsewhere.

Herbert Hoover Library

Dedication ceremony of the Herbert Hoover Library was performed
at West Branch, Iowa on 10 August 1962, th(e 88th anniversary of the
birth of Mr. Hoover. Some of the distinguished participants in the
ceremony, besides Mr. Hoover himself, were Harry S. Truman, former
President and Wayne C. Grover, Archivist of the United States. Mr.
Hoover had offered his public papers and related materials to the United
States as a gift in December 1960, and about the same time the Herbert
Hoover Birth-place Foundation, Inc., which had raised funds for and
supervised the construction of the Library, had offered the building,
equipment and grounds to the Federal Government, also as a gift. Ac-
ceptance of these gifts had been authorized by the Congress in March
1962.

The Library will house and make available for research the papers
and other historical materials of Mr. Hoover, including his papers as
Secretary of Commerce, as President of the United States, as Chairman
of the First and Second Commissions on the Organization of the Execy-
tive Branch of the Government, and as a participant in other activities.
It will not contain, however, his notable collection of “war and peace”
documents, which he earlier gave to Leland Stanford University at
Palo Alto in California.

A contract has recently been let for the construction of an addition
to the Library. Financed by friends and admirers of Mr. Hoover, the
addition will include an auditorium, a research room, stacks, a photo-
graphic laboratory and offices. When the addition is completed, the
original structure will be devoted almost exclusively to museum dis-
plays. The museum has been open since the date of dedication of the
Library.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

The Library has acquired, among other papers, an important collec-
tion of papers rélating to Isador Lubin’s government service including
that as U. S. Commissioner of Labour Statistics; correspondence, plans

nd reports relating to the educational cgpses~comducted from 1933 to
‘;11943 by the Workers Service Programyy Wimlgg Roegress Adminis-
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marr}ed. life; a number of telegrams and letters received from Roosevelt
by hJs. literary agent George T. Bye during 1935-45; and letters shedding
gehw light on Roosevelt’s tradition-breaking air trip from Albany to
JUI;Cé;ggcgzto fl?;ewe the Democratic Party presidential nomination in
those Sho.w‘ € motion picture ,ﬁlms z.tc.cessioned by the Library include
Amons ing Mrs, Rqosevelts gctlvuics during the years 1943-56.

g the tape recordings acquired are those of speeches of Mrs.

IiooseVelt alld inte] VieWb y
and preSS COnferCI‘l i
I ] ’ ‘ Cces held b her durlng the

he Ell:le Library building is going to have new wings to be known as
anor Roosevelt wings which are being built as a memorial to Mrs.

Roosevelt and will hou i
se her collection of personal j
photographs and memorabilia. P papers, art objects

Harry S. Truman Library

D, Lz?occ;ssg)ns of the Li?rary during 1963-64 include papers of David
Assistazts,t tcg)hep J. Spingarn and David H. Stowe, Administrative
Novel iy (t> res1dent_ Truman; Comdr. William M. Rigdon, Assistant
Midtan Je o thc? President; John W. Snyder, Secretary of the Treasury;
A té Galvin, Under Secrfztary of Labour; Joel D. Wolfsohn,
of tho IIiI ecretary of the Int.erxor; W. John Kenney, Under Secretary
Lawton ?)V_y and Deputy Director for Mutual Security; Frederick J.
o ’th 1r§ctor of the Bureau of: tl}e Budget; Mon C. Wallgren, Chair-
man ¢ Federal P(?wer Commission; Harry J. Anslinger, U. S. Com-
Issioner of Narcotics; Robert E. Freer, member of the Federa
Tra:de Commission; Frieda Hennock, member of the Federal Communi-
cations ?ommission; Lou Holland, an associate of President Truman:
and Maj. 'Gen. Ralph E. Truman, the former President’s cousin anci
\CVOIpmandmg General of the 35th Division. The Library also acquired
: hite  House files of Matthew J. Connelly; records of the Committee
or Fhe Marshal Plan, 1947-51; two large clipping files of the Democratic
National Committee; a collection of newspaper photographs of Mr.
Truman, 1927-45; and photographs relating to the Potsdam Conference
in 1945 and to the 35th Division. (
whi "}I;he Ll!)rar.y has pu‘blished some issues of the Research Newsletters
1c prOV}de information as to major developments in the acquisition
and processing of materials, and research that is being done at the Library.

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library

?rincipal accessions of the Library during the period under review
consist of the papers of J. Stewart Bragdon, Special Assistant to the Presi-

NEWS NOTES 103

dent; Neil H. McElroy, Secretary of Defence; James P. Mitchell,
Secretary of Labour; Maurice H. Stans, Deputy Postmaster General;
Ralph A. Tudor, Under Secretary of the Department of the Interior;
W. Randolph Burgess, deputy te the Secretary of the Department of the
Treasury; and Frederick H. Mueller, Assistant Secretary of Commerce-
The Library continued its programme of acquiring from other repositories
microfilm copies of documents relating to the military history of World
War II and began a programme of oral history interviews with boyhood
associates of General Eisenhower.

John F. Kennedy Library

A few months after assuming office President John F. Kennedy had
begun to plan a presidential library for his administration. It was his
wish that the library be located close to Harvard University and have
some affiliation with that institution. Shortly before his death he had
tentatively selected a site for the library on land donated by the University
along the Charles river. A corporation has now been formed to raise the
necessary funds and to erect the library building. There will be deposited
not only the classes of materials that have been placed in other
presidential libraries (i.e., the papers of the President and the persona
papers of his friends and associates and of members of his family) but also
microfilm copies of those segments of records of each Government
agency that reveal ideas, activities and interests of President Kennedy
and his immediate staff and their influence on the work of the agency,
as well as other Government records that are concerned with the major
issues of the Kennedy period. An oral history programme envisaging
interviews with important officials of the Kennedy Administration, as well
as with the late President’s friends, will also be undertaken.

North Carolina Department of Archives and History

Main accessions of the North Carolina Department of Archives and
History during 1963-64 include a microfilm copy of the account book of
William Hoopet for 1780-83; six manuscript Civil War military maps;
and a variety of private collections, genealogical materials, and microfilm
copies of county records and church records.

The Department has brought out Records Management Handbook:
Files and Filing which covers just one area of the field of records manage-
ment and is intended to assist agency personnel in filing and finding their

records.
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The North Carolina Records Project has been taken over by the State
Department of Archives and History with effect from 1 January 1964 on
the dissolution of the Carolina Charter Tercentenary Commission. The
main objective of the Projectis to locate all extant documents related to
colonial North Carolina and to prepare a detailed inventory describing
each document -and giving its location. Approximately 200,000 manus-
cript pages of colonial records in repositories in North Carolina have al-
ready been examined and inventoried. Inventory is now being prepared
of the colonial court records in the State Department of Archives and
History. A search for North Carolina colonial records outside the State
is also under way. After the necessary information has been obtained,
photocopies of records outside North Carolina will be procured for
manuscript repositories in the State. The more important documents will
be published in a new series of North Carolina colonial records.

GHANA
National Archives of Ghana

Besides attending to its normal work of accessioning, classifying and
repairing records and preparing their disposal schedules, the National
Archives of Ghana at Accra added to its pictorial collection, during 1963,
the Tema Harbour progress photographs, the photograph of a nugget of
diamond and an address presented to Osagyefo, the President, by the Gha-
na Chamber of Mines on 9 October 1962, and 18 portraits of past Gover-
nors of the former Gold Coast for the period 1830-1957. The noteworthy
private papers acquired by the National Archives consisted of records of
the Manya- Krobo Traditional Council covering the period 1896-1952,
correspondence between J. P. Allotey Hammond of Cape Coast and the
Cape Coast Municipal Council from 1936 to 1957, and a manuscript
copy of the petition to the British House of Commons by the Gold Coast
Aborigines Rights Protection Society in 1935.

PRESERVATION AND PHOTODUPLICATION

Rotomatic Microfilmer

The Recordak Corporation, Rochester, New York, has made a
compact Rotomatic Microfilmer, Model RR-1, which is especially
designed for high-speed microfilming of continuous forms from 6 to 15
inches wide. Its operating speed is 183 linear feet a minute with a fixed
reduction ratio of 24:1 on 16 mm. film.
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Dry Photocopying Machines

Photocopying machines said to represent new technology in comple-
tely dry photocopying has been announced by Minnesota Mining and
Manufacturing Co. The machines operate by the ‘Dual Spectrum’ process
derived from the use of two segments of the electromagnetic spectrum-
combining photographic type exposure with the advantages of completely

- dry development. They provide permanent copies of all types of docu-

ments, including bound volumes, without the need for liquids or chemicals,
These Dry Photo-Copiers are available in two models, the 107 office
model and the 107 portable model.

Document Reader-Printer

The Document Reader-Printer, Marge II, designed as a ‘portable
dark-room’ for immediate production of black and white enlargements
from 16 mm. or 35 mm. microfilm, is manufactured by Charles Burning
Company, Inc. (U.S.A.). The unit provides permanent silver print
enlargements automatically, and delivers a print cut to 8 x 11" size
which matches perfectly the image centred on the Documat viewing -
screen. The Documat also serves independently as a viewer. Provision
is made for variable magnification ratios with a choice of five inter-
changeable lenses. An adjustable condenser with simple knob control
varies the diameter of the field of illumination when lenses are changed.

Tab-Tronic Recorder

The Bell & Howell Co. (U.S.A.) has introduced an automatic micro-
film machine, Tab-Tronic Recorder, Model 575, to reproduce continuous
forms from any punchcard tabulator or high-speed computer printer
without separating the fan-folded sections. It operates at 75 linear feet
a minute,
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British. Attitudes Towards India, 1784-1858 by George D. Bearce (Oxford
University. Press, 1961; pp: 315).

IN highlighting the social values. and the philosophical preconcep-
tions which determined the British.image of India, and which influenced
British policy towards India during the crucial decades that intervened
between the Regulating Act of 1773 and the upsurge of 1857, Professor
Bearce has made a significant contribution to our understanding of the
British rule in India. He has simultaneously deepened our insight into
the motivations and objectives of the British government in India. In
its attempt to analyse the intellectual presuppositions of Englishmen,
philosophers or statesmen, administrators or missionaries, men of action
or of poetic imagination, who directly or indirectly influenced the pro-
cesses of government in India, Bearce’s monograph does not stand in
isolation; for it follows the trail blazed by Eric Stokes’ brilliant critique,
The English Utilitarians And India. There is also Raghavan lyer’s essay
in scepticism, Utilitarianism And All That, which may well be recommen.
ded as a corrective to any one who finds himself overwhelmed by the

burden of philosophical commitment which shaped British attitudes
and policies towards India.

An assumption basic to British speculation on India was the uni-
queness of the political ties between the two countries. Conservatives
like Burke, radicals like James Mill, evangelicals like Grant, romantics
like Elphinstone, liberals like Macaulay and imperialists like Dalhousie
were struck as much by the enormous responsibility as by the great
opportunity which control over the destiny of India placed in the hands
of statesmen and politicians in Britain. But while they agreed upon the
uniqueness of the political relationship between India and Britain, their
unanimity on this score formed a point of departure for Englishmen
subscribing to different political philosophies and inspired by conflicting
conceptions of social action. Burke, for instance, looked upon India as a
country with a social organization, and with principles of morality pecu-
liarly her own. From his vision of India stemmed his condemnation of
administrators whose actions, as Burke construed them, were designed to
undermine the organization and the morality of the community. Oppos-
ed to Burke stood Mill and the radicals, who ranked India as wholly
barbarian on the (utilitarian) scale of values, and who therefore sought
to put it on the path to progress and prosperity through a programme
of legislative reform. Between the utilitarian criterion of government
by efficiency alone, and the standpoint of liberals like Macaulay or
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imperialists like Dalhousie, the difference was one of degree rather than
that of kind. But the evangelicals articulated a ‘mood’ quite different
from that of other Englishmen. The burden of their argument possessed
a devastating simplicity. If God in His wisdom had put India under
the control of Britain, then who could deny that the ultimate purpose
of the British rule was to spread the light of the Gospel among the pagan
peoples of India? “

All this and much more Professor Bearce presents to the reader
with an analytical skill and a narrative power that evoke thé admira-
tion of the historian. But, though his study is admirable within the
framework it has set for itself, it must be confessed that British Ayti-
tudes Towards India leaves one with the uneasy feeling that the spate of
‘history of the second order’ that we have encountered over the past
decade will not enable the historian to gain any real insight into the
evolution of modern India. For gaining this insight we must turn to
India itself, rather than rely on the intellectual history of the British
in India.

RAVINDER KUMAR

Famines in India, A Study in Some Aspects of the Economic History of
Indic (1860-1945) by B. M. Bhatia (Asia Publishing House, Bombay,
1963; pp. ix -+ 367; price Rs. 20.00).

IN view of the generally underdeveloped state of Indian economic
history, one greets with pleasure each fresh publication in the field.
In the case of Professor Bhatia’s book, under review, the pleasure is
redoubled because of its quality and value. A study of the history of
Indian famines might not, of itself, contribute substantially to our under-
standing of economic history. Fortunately, Proféssor Bhatia has written
his famine history in the larger context of the development of the Indian
economy after 1860.

An added virtue of the book is ifs painstaking research. Various
branches of Indian history have suffered from a plethora of relatively
unsubstantiated generalizations. Though there are eéxceptions to this
rule, they are not impressive in quantity or quality. But Professor Bhatia
has made careful use of a vast range of primary materials and has put
them into a meaningful context. He has also provided a frumber of
valuable and informative tables of data’ on various aspects of famineé
jacidence and‘on aspects of Indian economic performande’ in the périod
covered by his study.. We all knaw, of oourse, that the statistical infort
mation compiled during the British period was By ny méin¥ fise from
blemish. Professor Bhatia keops this clearly in' mind and' dods sot, i
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general, press his interpretation beyond the limits of caution induced by
the quality of his data.

His use of basic source materials is welcome in anotber sense. One
can readily call to mind published accounts of economic history which
are, in fact, little more than semi-digested accumulations of ill-assorted
factual information. In the volume under review, factual information
is handled in a sufficiently effective and orderly fashion so as to make it
a tool for analysis rather than a barrier t&qpalysis. At times Professor
Bhatia gives the impression of seeing the éi;es rather than the forest, but
in general he avoids this pitfall. 5

The volume does, however, have some limitations. Too many
of the citations in the foot-notes, for instance, fail to give the reader
full information. This will hinder the effort of students to track down
suca citations in an effort to go back into the originals whence he drew
them. A later edition ought to be improved by careful checking of all

foot-notes to make certain that they give the reader all necessary infor-
mation about the source in question.

Some of the tables are of only marginal utility. This is due to the
act that Professor Bhatia, on occasion, gives data expressed only in
value terms. For example, on page 37, Table 4 “Exports” is given in
Crores of Rupees. Since we have no way of knowing whether prices
had changed during the thirty years covered by the Table, we cannot
tell ~ whether, or how much, exports have increased. If prices were
rising, exports given in value terms may well be seriously overstated
in their apparent increase. Fortunately, in other tables he has partly
rectified this situation and reduced our uncertainty.

In the volume, Professor Bhatia makes certain remarks which are
of uncertain validity, or at least are open to more than one interpreta-
tion. Some of these may be considered to act as limitations upon the
overall value of his study. For instance, on page 34, he uses a quotation
from the Calcutta Review to support the statement that people wanted
Government to limit the cultivation of commercial crops. Doubt-
less there were some who would have argued as he suggests. But
against their arguments one would surely have to range the views
of those who would as strenuously have opposed a limitation upon
the freedom to cultivate cash crops. Again, on page 186, Professor
Bhatia argues that famine would not have had such serious effects if
the system of reporting developing scarcity had been more effective.
On the surface this would appear to be valid without question. How-
ever, it may beg the issue completely. If officials had a bias in favour
of under-estimating those factors responsible for scarcity, a better
system of reporting would have had very little beneficial effect.
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On page 189 Professor Bhatia states that the adoption of the Famine
Codes eliminated some serious shortcomings in the relief machinery,
especially vacillation in policy. But, on page 256, he reports serious
vacillation after the Famine Codes had been adopted. The two state-
ments are contradictory, and one gets the impression that the statement
on page 189 should have received serious qualification at the point
of its insertion in this text. Meanwhile, on page 202, he states that the
““ultimate protection against poverty...... lay in improving the distributive
share of the peasantry...... . However, many another statement in his
text makes it appear that the ultimate protection lay in increased pro-
ductivity, rather than in changes in the justice or equity of the distri-
butive system.

These are, however, relatively minor issues. My most serioug
question regarding his interpretation concerns his repeated statement
that the famine policy of Government was rendered grossly inadequate
because Government stuck to a strict laissez faire position and would
not act to control procurement or {prices. For this he makes what
seems to be a persuasive case. However, in the final chapter, dealing
with the Bengal Famine of 1943, he cites evidence to show that Govern-
ment’s efforts at controls and direct intervention made the famine even
more serious in its results. One could argue that the evidence of that
chapter refutes the contention throughout the book that direct Govern-
ment interference would have been a panacea. My own view is that
Government should have ifftervened directly only to ensure adequate
import of foodgrains into famine-affected regions.

Despite these few criticisms, I am happy to praise the book.
Professor Bhatia has done a solid and careful study, he has looked widely
into the context surrounding famines, and has shed light on a number
of important aspects of the whole problem of the Indian economy
during the period of his study. His volume belongs to a very serious
collection of academic research on modern India.

RoBERT 1. CRANE

Paramountcy under Dalhousie by Sri Nandan Prasad (Ranjit Printers
& Publishers, Delhi, 1964; pp. xxxi+222; price Rs. 16°00).

ALHOUSIE annexed a number of Indian States on the ground of
absence of natural heirs. His annexat.ions frightened the native rulers
and added fo the general discontent which burst in the revolt of 1857.
Dr. Sri Nandan Prasad ably examines in hls. book how thc? .doctrme of
paramountcy was evolved from the establishment of British rule in
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1765, how its contents were modified and enlarged to suit the growing

power of the Company, and how ultimately the Company came to have
a stranglehold over the States.

In the early days the treaties clearly defined the relations between
the two parties, but by 1840 the British authority had become supreme
in India and the Directors declared it as their policy to abandon “no
lust and honourable accession of territory or revenue”.

As paramount power the Company not only controlled the foreign
relations of native States and their military establishments, but through
the appointment of Diwans their civil administration as well. In
the pursuit of its economic policies it compelled States to abandon
the right of coinage, of collection of customs duties, and to construct
roads and railways to facilitate transit of goods, The distinction that
Dathousie made between subordinate and independent States was of
an arbitrary kind, since there was hardly any State which did not
recognize the supremacy of the British Government in India.

Dr. Prasad feels that in the interest of stability of their Indian
empire it was necessary for the British to annex the State territories,

and Lord Dalhouysie was the instrument for carrying out the policy
evolved and dictated by his masters.

The author has based his study on official records and contemporary
sources, and has dealt in a competent manner with the various aspects
of paramountcy. His book is a valuable contribution to the existing

meagre literature on the vexed problem of relations between the British
Government and Indian States.

V. G. DIGHE

Guide to the Contents of the Public Recard Dffice (Her Majesty’s Stationery
Office, London, 1963; Vol. I; pp. 249; price 32 sh. 6d; Vol. II;
pp. 410; price 67 sh. 6d.).

HE twin-volume revised edition of Giuseppi’s Guide to the Manus-
cripts Preserved in the Public Record Office, in its somewhat more
compact and concise form, reaches a high water-mark of technical
perfection and skill. It takes account of all the documentary materials
brqught under a single custody from the passing of the Public Records
Act of 1838 to the present day—to be precise, 31 August 1960.
The term ‘records’ which, to begin with, was synonymeus with
rolls, writs, books, proceedings, decrees, bills, warrants, accounts, paper
and documents, i.e. legal accumulations including curial records, had,
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by 1954 acquired a much wider .connotation to cover ‘both .legal and

i ‘rative accruals of Government. These accruals fall into two
admmlﬁ 4 categories which for the sake of convenience, have .beep
well-de ,?; in a separate volume each in the present Guide. Thus Vol. I
dealt (\;15 description of recordsefrom the Norman Conquest onwards
embodie with the Domesday Book (1086 A.D.) and the King’s Court
begu?nll;zg is) together with its auxiliary offices such as the Chancery,
(Curia heg wer and the various courts of comnion law and equity through
the. Exq 6:11 charged its administrative, financial and judicial functions;
whllch \1; 1‘SII ertains to the records of the former State Paper Office,
\'vhlle 3 . ¢ pthe Principal Secretaries of State from the accession of
i.e. recor iIO' 1509 onwards, .as well as to the recards of the Admiralty,
Henry VI tmDepartments of later origin and other bodies subject to
Governmen 1 of the Public Records Act of 1958.  Particulars of later
the Pfo‘”s‘? those subsequent to 31 August 1960, are included regularly
?cces&?ns, ie. f records transferred’ given in the appendix to every
in the ‘summary f the Keeper of Public Records. In other words,
Annual Report 0 ecords transferred to the present day is fully taken

: jon asto ther : .
mforr(r)l?t This is indced an admirable achievement.
care of.

: flice the records are arranged in ‘groups’,

In the PurlzhgrR;g;;fm?ent from which they emanate forming a
ind1v1dualhcouin archival parlance the classification system throughout
group. Thus dly to the well-established principle of provenance. Each
conforrps ds.tr};eg into classes, each class corresponding as a ru}e 10 an
group is divt ‘ffice which produced them. Once the -creatlon and
agency of anth of a group of records are established, keeping .the classes
o ghrslyes scientifically in a chronological, tUP"gfaPh“fal or al-
on the s der becomes a matter of compelling necessity. And
Phabeuca'1 orcet ght about documents belonging to the

. nt is brou .

r such an arrangeme .

ait:ious series in each class are numbered. Thus finally every single
v

A oo uence -of letters and numbers. For
piece, unit orop?;‘;rr:;igstz mi;gtion class of records of the Colonial
example, C.0. - s the entry of Indian indentured labour into the West
Office and conce ritius. The individual papers within this class bear
Indies and 1\{18»1‘11 mber.s to indicate their €xact placement. By anq lgrge
further seria 1; ses are original, l.e. they cOrresponq to the distincg
the various € 5_‘; rescrved as such in their offices of origin. The group

serief1 f‘ifslzzg ;:lnc()llections’ {s the only exception to the norm. As its
calle

] ion of papers which had either
i i resents an agglomeration O
title signifies, ut TOP!

: lleotions or were artificially collected
v from their parent CO
strayed away

. imilitude of form or likeness
sources because of simi

together fioz la;;tswhm ¢he theory of respect des fonds had not yet

of canten.' e
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taken shaps. This artificial group is sub-divided into fifteen artificial
classes and the key to them can be found in Vol. I of the Guide,

Descriptive and numerical lists, indexes, calendars and other finding
aids to the .various series, prepared by the Public Record Office, are
available in print, typescript or manuscript in the search room. But
a scholar must first consult this indispensable Guide for the groups and
classes of records which pertain to his subject and then go through the

detailed reference media to form an exact idea of the material bearing
on his subject.

A word about the general lay-out of the publication which, as
rightly claimed by the compilers, is “the most convenient and compen-
dious yet devised”. The various groups of records form separate chap-
ters. In Vol. I they are arranged in an order dictated partly by the
chronology of development of the courts and offices concerned, partly
by their nature and their mutual relationship. Vol. II begins with the

State Paper Office, followed by the records of Departments in alphabeti-
cal order.

Description of each group is prefaced by a brief account of the
origin, history and growth of the court, department, etc. and its various
functionaries and their duties, while the preamble to each class specifies
the range of dates, total number of pieces and condition of the papers,
followed by an indication as to the information contained in them.

Documents acquired by gift, deposit or purchase have been classi-
fied as records and are included in Vol. II under the Public Record
Office Group. _

Each volume of the Guide is provided with a key to regnal years
with chronological index to statutes cited in the text, list of abbrevia-
tions and an exhaustive index to persons, places and subjects. Vol. I
is further furnished with an adequate glossary of technical terms which
facilitates decipherment of the text of records.

It was a wise decision on the part of the Public Record Office
to scrap their original plan of publishing a more detailed guide in several
parts of which the preliminary volume had already seen the light of the
day. The project, though laudable, would have proved extremely time-
consuming and expensive. As itis, the present Guide caters to the needs
of research scholars admirably, incorporating as it does the accessions
since 1923 where the Giuseppi’s guide left off. Quite a number of later
public accruals will not be open to inspection because of the ““fifty year
rule” enjoined by the Lord Chancellor, but the great majority of papers
of private provenance offer unrestricted access.

This attractively produced Guide deserves as much approbation
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f the archivist as that of the research scholar who is sure to find it 5
o
very handy and useful tool.

DHAN KESWANT

Annual Report on the National 'Aréhives of Malaysia, 1963 (Kuala Lum-
" pur, 1964; pp- IV+59; price $2).

HE Director of National Archives of Mé}laYSia deserves congratu-
ations for bringing out a very comprehensive and informative report
on the activities of the National Archives of Malaysla} durmg. the year 19.63’
The attempt is all the more creditable as the Malaysian National Archives
s stillina stage of infancy (having beeq est-abhshed Tn Decemb.er 1957),
lSnsdlonly one previous report of the institution covering the period 1957-
22, has so far been published. o qq . :
The report for 1963 has been divided into certain broad headings
hich cover the entire field of activities of the National Archives of Mala-
whic C? certain introductory remarks, the report traces the efforts
ysia. A tei‘ islation on archives in the couniry, and the preparation of a
to have :f teg;' the pro posed Act in consultation with several foreign
final tdr - t(})le feld. The practice of deputing officers of the National
experts to foreign archival repositories for training, and adopting the
Archlvt’as and experience thus gained to local needs and conditions, is
knowledge endable. Itis regrettable that the activities of the National
most com::e hamp;’»fed due to lack of suitable accommodation to house
grecl:e?:r ds. Itis hoped that this hurdle will be removed as soon as the
proposed new building is constructed. ) ling wi
The most important section of the report 1s the one flea ing with the
“holdings”. Apart from the vast vanet.y of materlal.s which the National
hives is trying to acquire from various sources, its most remarkable
Arcl qt lies in the amount of records it has taken over from the
achieveme: agencies during the year 1963. The accessions during that
transferring hgre almost as voluminous as the total accessions since the
year a'lone Wte ¢ the National Archives. A detailed list of the accessions
esta.bhshmfm Or has been included in the report as appendix I. This list
dl:1r1ng t?e )’eat help to research scholars, especially in view of the fact
:Vhlu btehg ﬁ;:;hal Archives has not been able to compile any other re-
at dia so far. Itis, however, regrettable that the Archives should
ferencz (Iirlled with the responsibility of registering and distributing all
be sa k? eriodicals and newspapers printed in the entire Federation
the books, _z as required under the Preservation of Books Ordinance,
Iotf -shﬁﬁ?ey;ltﬁat immediately after the establishment of a National Library
i
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FORT WILLIAM—INDIA HOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE

Vol. IV, 1764-66

EDITED BY
PRrOFESSOR C. S. SRINIVASACHARI

Size : Super Royal Octavo

Pages xxxvi+536 and 9 illustrations Price Rs. 17-00

Published by the National Archives of India in 1962, the above voly.
me is the fourth in the series entitled Fort William—India House Corres-
pondence, It contains correspondence that went on in the Public
Department between the Board at Fort William and the Court of Direc-
tors in London during the years 1764-66 and mainly covers the second
-administration of Clive. -

The correspondence included in the volume clearly reflects the cijr-
cumstances which led to Clive’s reappointment as Governor of Bengal
and the extent to which he accomplished the objects he had undertaken
to perform. It gives a clear idea of his untiring efforts to introduce an
element of responsibility in the Company’s rule in Bengal and to curb to
d certain extent the profiteering tendencies of its servants. The value of
the publication lies in the fact that it furnishes significant information
relating to some of the most striking events in the history of the British
empire in India and provides faithful pictures of the greater England that
came to birth in the second half of the eighteenth century.

" The volume contains an informative introduction in which the Editor
bhas critically reviewed the salient points emerging from the letters, and
elucidated their historical background. The utility of the work is further
enhanced by the illustrations, notes and index included in it.

Copies obtainable from :

The Manager of Publications, Government of India, Civil Lines,
Delhi.
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“in the country, the National Archives will be relieved of this responsibility

and be left to devote its undivided attention to archives which are its
primary concern.

A review of the activities of the National Archives of Malaysia
during the year 1963 will remain incomplete without reference to its
efforts to establish a library of the private papers of its first Prime Minis-~
ter, Tunku Abdul Rahman. This library, which is proposed to be estab-
lished on the pattern of the Presidential Libraries in the United States
of America, and will house the private papers of the present as well as
future Prime Ministers of Malaysia, will provide invaluable material for
research on the history of this country. It is gratifying to note that initial
steps in this direction have already been taken.

The report records the admirable efforts of the National Archives
of Malaysia to establish contacts with the various archival repositories

abroad, as also with international organizations like the UNESCO and
the International Council on Archives.

The value of the report is very much enhanced by the addition of four
illustrations and eight appendices. Its get-up is excellent and printing
errors are almost non-existent. It will be welcomed by all archivists
and research scholars interested in information relating to the fresh
archival accessions and other activities of this young institution.

DAyAL Dass

The Preservation of Books in Tropical and Sub-tropical Countries by
Wilfred J. Plumbe (Oxford University Press, 1964; Price
Rs. 15.40; pp. 72).

MR. Plumbe has undoubtedly succeeded in compressing in this.
handy volume useful information and suggestions needed by custo-
dians of written materials in the tropics where cockroaches, book worms,
silver fish, white ants, rodents, mildew, dust, heat and rain pose f'orml-
dable problems. Apart from having visited various institutiogs in t.he
tropical countries, he has himself worked as librarian in th‘? universities
of Malaya and Nigeria where he has had to grapple with practical
problems. Heis thus in an admirable position to make suggestions.
and offer solutions. What are usually believed to be dull and drab
technical details the author has presented in an interesting manner,
thus keeping the reader’s curiosity alive.

Apart from analysing the conditions favourable for the growth of

insect pests and mildew the author provides a graphic survey of the
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.. he earliest times to the present day, starting
insecticides use'dhf:f? ;11 igsecticide extracted from the Amur Cork tree
from ‘haung nleand rounding off with pentachlorophenol, dieldrin and
by the Chm-t;SC) any of the recipes enumerated have been put to usein a
X-ray. Wh{ e zution s and aré known to have no deleterious effect some
number of ns lthis reviewer’s opinion would require further testing
among them 11 d f,e recommended for use. It is time a scientific reap-
bef(?re they 00(111e of the age-old practices still prevalent in some countries
Pl'a.‘sal was ma rted to combat insect menace efficiently. The regional
whltchsa;srffggok pathology’ advocated by the author can render signal
centre

.e in this direction in addition to conducting research on modern
service 1

preservatlvesi,] ms created by excess of dust and extremes in humidity
The pro essed in two brief chapters which the librarians in tempe-
have been dIS_ci;lﬁ d absorbing and those in tropics full of common
rate Zone, . Trllle chapters on ‘Protection of Building’ and ‘What
sense advice. Do’ are thought provoking. The publishers can render
Publishers Cat} service to the world of scholarship by replacing the
a co;r{menda:b ¢ stattractant  binding materials of books by more
traditional m;:titutes now available like nylon thread, pyroxilin or
Se-ltiSfaCtoryds:;lloth and polyvinyl emulsion type adhesive.
vinyl co'dt'e ) mendations’ the author recapitulates the suggestions
In hus rectl)llt?on of insect attack, control of mildew, and preserva-
regarding prevebinding‘ The bibliography and lists of addresses given at
tion of le:a:ﬂle]l;e found of immense help to those who want to probe
the end will he mysteries of book preservation and to get in touch with
deeper into t zctively engaged in research in this field. Librarians and
orga‘m.satloni1 all those interested in the preservation and safe keeping
archivists f‘in uments and papers will find this volume a welcome addi-
?f :otzktst’lei: Zollection of books on the subject.
io

R. C. Gupra



obtained from Travancore and exported from the port of Anjengo.
Readymade indigo was purchased for the Company’s investment. Trade
in saltpetre was brisk. Salt was manufactured at Arcot and Jalamuta.

Commodities like rice, pepper and sugar were exported to Muscat,
etc.

The correspondence also affords interesting glimpses of some of the
social customs prevalent during the period. It reveals that the Nawabs
and Rajas led lazy, luxarious and incontinent lives and had large
establishment of servants. We further learn that harmonious relations
existed between the Hindus and the Muslims, who held responsible
positions under the Indian rulers and chiefs.

The volume contains an informative introduction besides notes,

bibliography and index which considerably add to the value of the publi-
cation.

Copies obtainable from .

The Manager of Publications, Government of India, Civil Lines,
Delhi.

-y
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Vol. XV, 1782-86

Epitep By
Pror. C. H. PHILIPS
&
Dr. B. B. Misra

Size : Super Royal Octavo

Pages xliv + 905 and 11 illustrations Price Rs. 25-00

This volume, brought out in 1963, contains the Foreign and Secret
letters which passed between the Court of Directors in London and the
Governor Generalin Councilat Fort William from the beginning of the
year 1782 to the end of 1786. During this period the Indian politics in
London reached a climax, the campaign in the British Parliament to
bring the East India Company and its servants under the State control
was finally decided, and Henry Dundas, the best informed minister
on Indian affairs, made himself master of the Board of Control and im-
posed a coherent policy. The crisis was, in the main, the result of the
bankruptcy towards which the Company was heading, the political resent-
ment which was evoked by the power Warren Hastings was wielding
in India, and the exploitation and questionable behaviour on the part of
the Company’s servants. Though the letters included in the volume
throw only sidelights on these developments, they contain the conclusions
reached by the Council or the Committee in policy matters with an occa-

sional account of the action taken, and this information is of great value
to students and researchers alike.

Besides corr espondence, the volume contains a scholarly introduc-
tion, useful notes and an adequate index.

Copies obtainable from :

The Manager of Publications, Government of In

dia, Civil Lines,
Delhi.

CALENDAR OF PERSIAN
CORRESPONDENCE

Vol. X, 179293

EDITED BY
K. D. BHARGAVA, ML A,

Size : Super Royal Octavo

i Price Rs. 20.0(
Pages xxx-+419-+xxix rice Rs.20.00

. : slished' e National Archives of India, New Dellii
. This Vgém-x:,eh?;l :eli'?:: dc;rtl)tyittlzd Calendar of Persian Correspondence.
18 numbe:;. Ii:n lish summaries of 2,002 Persian letters that passed bet-
It embo gs o ngor General, Residents and other agents of the East India
ween the Go the one hand, and the Mughal Emperor Shal.l Alam II a:nd
Company on ualers. chiefs and notables on the other during the period
other Indlanhr o;ers the last two eventful years of the administration
1792-93. 1t thus ﬁis which, among other events, witnessed termination
of Lord hczrgxalo-MySOré War, reduction of some of the Rajput States
gf;, ﬂll\i:;laléji -Siﬁ dia and subordination of the Rajas of Travancore and
wab of Arcot.
s ’?iet:h:olr\IZspondence contained in t‘h.e volume unfolds onedof .tl}z 1most
dramatic and interesting chapters of British Indnran history an vividly re-
hat the Indian scene at the time was dominated by political unrest,
veals ¢ ic exploitation and social disorder. In the south, thoygh war with
ec.onogl\;ftanphad ended with the treaty of Seringapatam, bickerings on
Ftl;:fa) uinterpretation ofits terms continued. Tipu was frleixtil_y to thi fnf'
lish, but the controversy over Kurnool rparred his rela 10r§ with t e
izam. In order to make up for the deficiency caused in the Company’s
Nizam. due to the war with Tipu, the English assumed the admmxstratxoq
foi;‘wgll(e:ﬁsCaL;natic, much against the wishes of Nawab Muhammad = Ali
walaljjlrll'orthern India, the decrepit Mughal Empire was in its last throes,
the political scene being dominated by Mahadjl Sindia. >
The correspondence also aﬂ'ord.s ev;de.:nce th.at the E'ast India Com-
pany tried to maintain cordial relations with nelghbou;ng ?tates and
foreign countries, noteworthy among them being Pegu, Nepal, Bhutan,
Assam, Afghanistan, Muscat and Trengganau.

Apart from acquiring political predominance in India the East India
Company continued to establish its trade and commerce. Pepper was
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EDITED BY
K. D. BHARGAVA, M A,

Size : Super Roval Oclavo

Pages xii + 363 and 4 illustrations . _ Price Rs. 15-00

Browne Correspondence is the second volume to be published
- by the National Archives of India under Scheme II of its Publication
Programme. .

During the period covered by the volume Shah Alam was stil] im-
portant in the politics of India, not because he wielded any influence of
his own but because he was the wearer of the»I_mperia'l Crown. This
Crown was the symbol of sovereignty . still- exuded magic and was
invoked as the source of all authority. The Eraperor remained the de
Jjure ruler of almost the whole of India, and possession of his person was
¢ prospect which attracted all who aspired to -influence and power. He
was too weak to control either men or events and was anxious only
to secll his patronage to the highest bidder. This struggle for power in
Delhi was a welcome opportunity to the Sikhs, the Jats and the Marathas
to recover lost ground and perhaps even to secure control of Delhi and
the Emperor. And asthecontending parties were evenly balanced, Has.-
tings thought that a slight effort on the Company’s part might restore
Shah Alam’s authority. His choice fell on Major James Browne who wag
to be his personal representative with the sole object of reporting on the
~ characters and conditions at Delhi and the activitics of foreign agents,
It is the correspondence of Browne with Hastings, Macpherson ang
the chiefs and nobles around Delhi. between August 1782 ard  April
- 1785, which has been reproduced in extenso in this volume, ~

The introduction which surveys  the history of the period in the lighy
of the information contained in the letters, the exhaustive thés and
index and a contemporary map given at the end of the correspondence
enhance the value of the volume.

Coples obtainable from .

The Manager of Publications, Government of India,‘C‘ivil Lineg
Dethi. :
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